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MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 31. A warning from Saudi
Arabia that it could ask all their citizens to quit the

; United States if they continued to be havassed, has
. come as the latest sign of strain in the relations be-
. tween Riyadh and Washington.

The Government-controlled Saudi press has been
relentless in its criticism of the 11.5. bombing raids

- on Afghanistan and there are other signs that the

Kingdomt could be pushing its own agenda. in re-

i spect of the war-torn country.

The Saudi Interior Minister, Prince Nayef bin Ab-
delaziz, in expressing his distress at the harassment
that the Kingdom's nationals and other Arabs are
being subjected to by 11.S. officials and private citi-
zens, has said his Government was working stren-
uously 1o put an end to this situation. If, however,
there was no improvement to the treatinent that
Arabs faced in the U.8. the Kingdom would ask its
citizens to return honte or shift to some other coun-
1ry. There are thousands of Saudi citizens at any
given time in the U.S. who are studying there, look-
ing after their business and pofessional interests or
merely visiting. { {

Prince Nayef's statement nfight not be much more
than a warning to the 11.S. t}jat the Kingdom could
toughen its stance. But there'a few other stray signs
that the Saudis might not continue to be as acquies-
cent partners of the 1.5, as they were throughout the
1990s. According to reports in the 1.5, media, the
Kingdom's de facto ruler, Crown Prince Abdullah,
has written to the U.S. President, Mr. George W,
Bush, that there ave times when nations, like people,
have to part ways and that the time might have now
arrived for both couniries to look afrer their own
interests in their own ways.

These signs of Saudi estrangement might be at-
iributable in part to the steady stream of anti-Saudi
rews stories and analyses appearing in the Western
media, on the basis of information sourced to West-

ern officials. In general, the Western media has fo-

‘Strains in U.S.-Saudi Arabia ties

cussed on the Saudi conuibution {o the spread of
Osamaism through the export of the Wahabi intes-
pretation of Islam, financing of mosques where this
interpretation is imparted all over the world and the
provision of a large number of recruits to funda-
mentalist organisations.

Underlying this pique at what the Kingdom would
cansider anti-5audi propaganda is a harder factor.
in slowly consolidating the idea that Wahabism un-
der-writes extremism in the Muslim world, the ideo-
logues of the West have posed a challenge to the
ideological underpinnings of the Saudi regime.

The Saudi monarchy came to power and retains it
through a symbiotic relationship with the Wahabi
sect and the descendants of the sect’s founder,
Sheikh Abdul Wahab (the al Sheikhs), constitute the
second most important clan in the Kingdom.

The Saudi regime’s beliefs and baser interests
converge on the issue of Afghanistan, Saudi Arabja
has invested a lot over two decades, in terms of
money and political effor, in trying to ensure a
hard-line Sunni dominance in Afghanistan. This
policy appeared to have blown up in the face of the
Saundis when the Sepi. 11 terror attacks took place.

An Arab League and an OIC meeting that took
place soon after were devated to the effort to ensure
that causes dear to the Arab heart — Palestine espe-
cially — did not suffer collateral damage from the
newly launched 1.5, war on terrorismn. The prob-
lems of Afghanistan and Pakistan were largely ig-
nored at these meetings.

Since then, the Saudis appear ro have taken a sec-
ond breath perhaps emboldened by the manner in
which Pakistan has been able to insert the idea of “a
moderate Taliban™ into the U.S. thinking, The Sau-
dis now apparently feel, especially after the Foreign
Minister, Prince Saudi Al Faisal’s visit to Islamabad,
that the stakes they have invested in Afghanistan are
not totally irreirievable. In order to have their own
input in Afghan affairs, the Sandis have to mark outa
difference from the U.S, while reaffirming their links
with Pakistan.
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~Saudi Arabia
cautions U.S. on
w7 campaign st

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA {BAHRAIN}, OCT. 4. The U.S,
Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, today touched down
in Oman for what could be the
relatively easiest part of his tour
of four Western Asian and Cen-
tral Asian States. Mr. Rumsfeld
held (alks with the leadership of
Saudi Arabia yesterday and
though both sides expressed sat-
isfaction with their discussions,
there are reports that some of the
underlying tensions have been
merely papered over, The U.S.
Defence Secretary is likely to en-
counter problems of a somewhat
similar nature when he goes to
Cairo and difficulties of a differ-
ent sort in Uzbekistan.

Mr. Rumsfeld, who spoke to
the media delegation travelling
with him late last night, was re-
ported to have said that he did
not specifically request the Saudi
Government for the use of the
kingdom’s military facilities in
the anticipated campaign
against Al-Qaeda. Senior Saudi
leaders, including the Defence
Minister, Prince Sultan hin Ab-
delaziz al Saud, said no specific
requests had been made of them
either. But the U.5. is known to
be inierested in using a com-
mand and control facility located
in the kingdom for any oper-
ations that may be mounted over
Afghan air space. Given the
heavy military investments that
the U.S. has made in the Guif re-
gion since the 1991 Gulf War, itis
probable that the command and
control and other facilities avail-
able within the kingdom are su-
perior to equipment aboard the
four carrier task forces that have
been allocated to the anti-Al-
Qaeda operation.

The usual pattern for the U.S.
is to isolate the facilities that they
operate on a regular basis inside
the territories of their Gulf allies
from the activities of the regional
militaries though joint exercises,

etc., are carried outjon a regular
basis. As such thd U.S. could
probably use these facilities in
the fight against Al-Qaeda pro-
vided it did not attract too much
attention and publicity. The U.S.
would, of course, be in an embar-
rassing position if the govern-
ments of the Gulf States
specifically opposed the use of
these facilities for the Al-Qaeda
operations.

Saudi officials are also report-
ed to have said that they would
not like the current campaign by
the U.S. to be directed against an
Arab country. One explanation
for this statement is that the Sau-
dis are worried that the 1.5. ad-
ministratton will lJisten to the
counsel of some senior officials
and strike at Iraq as if in a con-
tinvation of the current oper-
ations. Another interpretation is
also possible. The Saudis, togeth-
er with Egypt and Jordan, are al-
so reported to have told the U.S.
that their current operations
must stop with the elimination of
Al-Qaeda and must not extend
into a campaign against terror-
ism wherever it is found.

If the U.5. were to carry for-
ward their campaign to target
terrorist groups wherever else
they might be found (as senior
U.S. officials are reported to have
promised India they will do) then
there are organisations within
the Arab world which may be-
come possible targets. The Pal-
estinian groups Hamas and
Islamic Jehad and the Lebanese
group Hizbollah are already on
the .8, list of terrorist organisa-
tions and Syria is among the
Arab countries that figures in the
State Department’s list of coun-
tries that sponsor terrorism. In
this context, the Saudi warning
that the campaign should not ex-
tend beyond Al-Qaeda can be
taken as a caution against pro-
ceeding against Hanvas, Hizbol-
lah and the countries that
support their,

B ]
$4E . DU

- 7 Aﬂf\l‘;

'
- L} :-,‘.L,i - W



L HDIAYHS SMAN STWLL XHOX MAN
O uawad b
_AIoUseM Bua1) - -0y ary Payse Apogou
" asneoaq diysaapre; Ipneg ays o puewt
PP RJO pUy JeYgy, aoeyd 03 104 Pey oy pres
om0 "saseq Tpreg wo.y suorrersdo ame
" @AlSTago 3utuurg £anjod yoy agueyn
" 01sIpneg 4T M suonenoSoa ur pagel
"U9 8BM 01 18] SUTlaasse UT 13aX100UT
' sem Aepameg uo IS6 UM SUIYISHIA 21T ur
SLTLIB UE JeY) ABpasjsak S MmO g
“S1piae theaT oty o BLYETY
IPNES 2pIsIno soseq a0 SIALLED JJetoare
WOy payounet saue diem SN ITeMe su9
B oaned ot ‘uodn PoJT]I] Tuswaa e
.m:%zﬂmmsi € Japun ‘ygen joued se
ATaAISnoxe PIsTLaaw beay ur aunz AT1-ou
9 BOI0JUS 0] BIqRIY Ipneg wody Ajpep
30 9y’ Jeyy yeanae Arnmu gn
‘Be8s um3urysem jetfopny
B[ AZeILTW pUE ssaoop aylueas L[a1pw

BoLRWY sunaoddns jo

B0 PIom stomeg oy e SOUBPLIG)
Passaldxa g s)iodas smau £q powey
U D28M S3017 7, I5U88 [PURG pres LHOI]
udmpedap souagan aoitas LYouy

- Hehsanb uado um s sg Byl
ST AuIpURsIapun Al g FLL0 308
Weda([ sauataq) dDEUBS AU0 nes  Aps
Q1 JUBM Juop |, pies sisipzoaeds Pue
S[ELILIO 210408 SIpneg AU} yiis womy
RO a0 Lue RPavavard oavy Smn
Tawastunouue opjgnd DL CLreyy Y e
BSLHL.IY UREING aduLeg vty e sl pueUw
M09 B W0} URsiuwE)y Isutede sy
1B 1T 9381240 0} vIgray Ip BS 0 Pres
A SBLLELG UL 1 opueinn e Rl

JIV o) © Butyoiedstp sea 1B Yaom:

ISE] DOOUTOUR UDBEUa aU ], 181 [Brsds
DUOPIES SISLUELIEXD JToy § oy afeuam
AU AsLLIUILE 0) djai] om s duoy se op
O} w3y fse sm BuryLue JSOUNE Op T[ra
A1, ‘usSteduren A PO-URITASULY

25 Sep 2000

THE TELEGRAPH

UL Ul uenedonaed ;preg Jo Teas] ayp
A2A0 SUBWSL £JUTe)Ia0Un Jo 18481 Jued
-YIUELS B 184 ‘aucydofa) Aq 1ov)und usnb
Ol UL USRI DARY — Tep JUN) Al woay
SPUSTY PIo — uming uig depueq souLg

PUE Ndsip TovasT-qery 2 ug uotjep
"B LEILIDWY YITa POLURUIUISI] SLl0y
-9q Sey Aftwey (rAoL 1pneg aU3 remny|
40 UOISEAUT $.bea) woeq (joa o) aem
9] pamOTrYy sey Je) apedap ag) uf

10D B POySLI uoToe g AU “19)SESIp Ja0AR 0} J1050) YI10M pue WSTIOLIO) JO

UODIULSP ' uo aa.18e o) Susnpy podm “SUOLIEN PAYILI) 913 JO RIAIqID 21)) Japun
20 JSTUEIT SISESTY Ng ,, WSLI0.LI9) 0 XBA,, B 10 S{ed §1) portoddns sey Anunos

ASOUM THIPISOL] ISIULIoJax 3y ], "Aepo) p
-1ns .10} Af[eR BT Sajere)al saje)s paj

TES UOISTAD3] 9)E)S T Jsurese SHANIE IpID

TU{) 343 JT STITSRIA PUE 159 44, 94 a0as)og

USB[O € pue sdoajse)es v Jo powtem sey RUEIBY PRINUEYOA JUAPISOLT R

UMBIIYSEA 0} Jopesseqiue S RIqey
IPTES pue [asmod U107 a7e1s Jo ATejanes,
SARD U800 U] ‘sqery Auwew jo SUOTIOWD
U3 DALILS SBUY BULIBYNS UBI[TATD adoym
‘beI] paemoy suorjom UBDLIBWIY UJIM

SHORNR O d)

ABD UL ‘gl Lqusydes pojeuruoy £ [mse

SBM ‘U0JSNOY Wio.Ty PUsTIy Aiury ysng

PUe J8dme] Anbupur 1o ue ‘UBRPACE AL

1180y .E?ﬂu dag orsrempuen ASNOH
by

\ Ay

L
°

uie

syead) ay) Arsnorlos
ATIwel TRAGT [pneg

SHUM <Yy pue ‘porpredap sey UOIUID
HRDISEL] Pandas OUM "I JalmOoy 0GdA g
RS I8 ULIO L | iden [pnes Ay} ul opes
"SEAUWE DIUOSTROS © INOYLLIM S8123§ paTuy]
) 14Sned sey SISLID JULLIN ay,
TTRLT U LIDAQ TLING 40 [addxo
0] URISTURYS )V UT SUOMLT UBqI[R], 241 0]
SLR{HIP JO SUOL[ T pauagfo Aloyeatad oaey
SIPNES &1 Rt Aes S[BTITY0 2ulog
‘paiiioy) usaq
OARY AW Atew yEnoyre EHIETTRLTY]
L0 N odssed [pneg paLues seeig pajy
O HOILUS UM SISLIOLIO} [RISADS "$30.00]
SEPLIUL UT Bulmorie Jop AyoJeuotu
SYL MOIYLISAD &) SWUSTIA UG Daf[en
SEL 04 Ao wody (7 Jaqueidey uo
SOFELS POLIUL SUT UT SHORPR ISLI0LD) 81}
AununoOUL jo pastooe st H10M)SU BRIED
“[U 9RO M ST JUSUTLLOI 1500 8 By
"B IPIES 0 210 O] 15B)NRe ue ‘Uaper|
UG BRIBSQ WGIT 9l Jreyy jsupese

1B} 8ae ose

1 JO suoquea
TBAT Ut Tep
Jing 8y} Jurmp pip Asly se ‘Ad0]1119)
418U} WGAT 1S WISNY J9YI0UE ISt eSe
suonelado Lrew Furuurdoq 0] £
TARISURS JWaIIXD BUIMOUS sIe nq ‘st
~10.118) JsUTEAR A[85TLS A1 ur proddns or)

-qnd a5tuA 0] BOUTILN S.I8ped] Ipneg
stoteiado salsuapo aof SOSE] [EINLID
ap1acuad o3 weIBe pmom stmeg ay) 1ey;
JUBPHU0d pauretas Aa1) jeyy Arpasisas
PIES STRTILIJ O UOTIRNSIUNLPE To[Uas g
UPBATY UL $I8TNJ SALIBAIISUO) 31[] pure
UOJBUTHSEA Ua8M]aq SUgLREL peuTeLs
QUMY sel URStueySTy 1surede Suomn
“B1do Jiv 107 sduLrenbpesty v sg BRIy
Ipnesg asn pInos I7 16y JUeWaounoy
UB 81 UL ¥ MRS ‘uoiSuryse sy

R |

d [93] stpneg

HANAL ' MODLLYA WO¥A



PAK. WON'T FOLLOW SUIT

Q/UAE snaps ties W|th

P
W
'h

+% the Taliban regime .«

vy Kesava Menon

MANAMA YBahrain), SEPT. 22. The
United Afab Emirates today cut
diplomatic ties with the Taliban
regime in  Afghanistan, asked
them to close its embassy in Abu
Dhabi within 24 hours and repa-
triate the staff.

(Meanwhile, a Pakistani For-
eign Ministry spokesman said Is-
lamabad played a key role in
communicating between Kabul
and the rest of the world and had
no plans to tollow the UAE in se-
vering relations with the Taliban.)

After this swift surgical strike,
which followed on the Taliban's
failure to hand over Osama bin
Laden, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan
are the only two countries which
maintain diplomatic ties with the
Islamic outfit in Kabul.

The UAF's decision can have
several implications. The Presi-
dent, Sheikh Zayed bin Sulian al
Nahyan, is one of the senior-most
leaders in the Arab world and

while the UAE does not have the
religious prestige that Saudi Ara-
bia does, jts decision will cast &
deep impression on the rest of the
Arab world. Whether it will lead to
a similar decision by Saudi Arabia
is not cerrain since the Kingdom's
rulers will have 1o assess how the
Taliban sympathisers in their
country will react. Osama might
have been disowned by Saudi
Arabia and his own family but the
idea of handing over someone
they had considered one of their
own might be toe much to bear
for fervent fslarmisis in the King-
dom.

What will be watched is wheth-
er the UAE's decision would sig-
nal a seminal shift in respect of
the militant Islamic movement as
a whole. Rich businessmen in the
Emirates have been among the
foremost sources of funds for the
[slamic movement worldwide, in-
cluding some of its mest virulent
torms. This is an accusation lev-

elled not just by the West or oth-
ers victimised by fundamentalist
terrorism, but also by diplomats
from Muslim majority countries
like Algeria that have had to con-
tend with the scourge.

It is noteworthy that the U5,
administration has twice called in
the envoys trom West Asien states
for a joint meeting at which the
need to cut off funds to terrorist
groups was said to have heen the
main topic discussed. Unprece-
dentedly, the LS. State Depart-
ment has also let the news Jeak
that very tough language was
used from their side during these
meetings, While the U.5. Presi-
dent Mr. George W. Bush's re-
marks about guing after terrorist
groups “with a global reach”
might bave caused confusion, it
would appear that the 1,8, was far
moare clear- minded about the
need to hit at the sources of fund-

ing.



HE Arab Sumrmt
in Amman. at the
end of March once
more conecentrated
attention on the Middle
East and events in that
region. It is a discouraging
picture. Arab-Israeli strife
and violence show no
abatement, the peace
process is moribund and
Arab unity on many
crucial issues is difficult to
attain. It is not easy to see
where the next step lies.
The contrast with the
waning months of the
Clinton administration is
striking. Then, a break-
through in the Arab-Israel
pedace process seemed to be
in the shaping. America
was strongly committed
and pushed hard for the
different parties in the
region to compromise with
each other. Israel was led
by a renowned dove who
was prepared to sink or
swim with peace.
But somehow it failed to
come together in the end.
The issues proved too
intractable, the fading US
adminjstration lacked the

command, and perhaps
the target was too
ambiticus.

comprehensive settlement,
which would have given
Mr Bill Clinton a spiendid
exit, was not attainable,

though several useful
smaller agreements had
been put together.

And ultimately Palesti-
nian anger on the streets,
a new and intransigent
Israeli government, as well
as a new, less committed
US administration, all
served to bring the peace
talks to a halt.

In passing one can note
that the moment of hope in
the Middle East served as
an encouragement in
south Asia. If Arab-lsraeli
problems could be nego-
tiated to a settlement,
than why not Tndo-Pakis-
tani?

There is mno direct
connection, of course, only
a question of atmosphere
and expectation. All that is
scarcely relevant in today's
cireumstances.

The summit, then, took
place against an adverse
background, dominated by
the reality of strife on the
streets and by lack of effort
among the parties to
engage together in trying
to revive the negotiations.
A harsher US line at the
UN towards the Arabs had
its own impact. Trae, the
summil agenda was a
comprehensive one. nol

Rage of the
moment dominates
Arab summlt

confined as several
previous such
meetings have been
to one issue alone,
more often than not | .
the question of |
Palestine. ‘
But unavoidably it |
was events in
Palestine that took
centrestage. The
ground situation
being as unfavour-
able as it was, there |
was not much that
the summit could
do to give a positive |
lead. The emotions |
of the moment
dominated events,
so that the summit |
found itself endors-
ing the Arab call at
the UN for station-
ing international
observers in the
occupied territories,
even though this
demand was sub-
jected to the US veto.
The demand itself only
emphasised the distance
between the parties and
highlighted TS detach-
ment frofn Arab regquire-
ments, ag a result of which
the peace process seems
more remote than ever.
The Palestine issue may
have induced a show of

) S —  With your permission I desire to draw the attention of the ELR.
authormes through the medium of your paper, to the great inconvenience

In Hebron recently.

The Arab summit took place against
an adverse background, dominated
by the reality of strife on the sireets.

unity, but a meeting of
minds remained elusive on
the Gulf situation.

In the run up to the
summit, the Gulf Co-
operation Council, led in
this matter by Kuwait,
had lobbied extensively to
ensure that its grievances
against [raq would be fully
supported by the parti-
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no mood to lower
its demands, and in-
eed it had litile
alternative so long
i as Iraq remained
| deliberately ambi-

ty.

'~ There are also
several matters left
over from the Guilf
War of a decade ago,
among them the
return of missing
Kuwaiti personnel.
Despite the en-
" trenched attitudes
on both sides, an
i agreed form of words
! on the dispute in the
Gulf was worked out
by the ministers.
But this was not
confirmed at the top
most  level for
reascons that are not
altogether clear.

In effect, this means that
the problem remains on
the agenda for the future.
Sanctions against Iraq
have UN authorisation
and are relentlessly im-
posed by the US and its
western allies,

Some breaking of ranks
among these countries has
occurred recently as the

' caused to passengers for up-country stations arriving at the Bankipur station by
I the Digha Ghat Branch train No 6 at 18.40 hours. There is an up train (No 1-15°
Mokameh-Buxar Local mixed) which leaves Bankipur at 18-30 hours. It happens &
| not infrequently that this up train leaves Bankipur as soon as the 6 Digha train ‘
steams in. The passengers have therefore to wait in the station for more than five '
hours — the next train available being that which is timed to leave Bankipur at
. 23.49 hours. The inconvenience to passengers could be easily removed by a litth:
{ manipulation of the time figures, so as to-make the up Jocal train leave Bankipar
 after the a: -ival of the Digha train. Will the railway futhorities see to'this?
- COJVS TANT PAS SENGEP

o EEe e

%g Ay R [ u

~ guous on the issue of |
| Kuwait’s sovereign-

harm done by sanctions to
vilnerable

sections  of

Iraqi seciety — infants, .
children, women -~ has
become more widely

acknowledged. But this is
not enough to break the
stranglehold.

The summit gave a call for
lifting the  sanctions
though it is not clear how
much this will affect the
issue.

So long as US pohcy
remains unrelenting,
Irag’s misery is set to
continue.

It will have to make do
with limited oil exports
under close supervision

which po to pay off
creditors, including some
Indian companies and
individuals, and buy

inadequate quantities of
food and medicines for its
civil population.

Out of the summit came
promises of economic
assistance for Palestine.
There must be great need
for it, as the aid from the
oil-fed economies of the
Gulf has trailed off since
the Gulf War.

In Kuwait, for instance,
the number of expatriate
Palestinians is now only a
fraction ‘of what it used to
be, and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation
leadership has been kept
at arms’ length.

President Yasser Arafat
has been unable to pay a
visit despite several over-
tutes from his side.

It will take a long time
before the sympathy and
support - provided by
Palestinians for Iraq when
it was in occupation of
Kuwait is fergotten and
forgiven.

For all that it broke little
fresh ground, the summit
was an Important and
significant event.

But in India it has been
seen with a curious de-
tachment, as if it were
something remote from us,
even though the Arab
states lie mnext door.
Perhaps the decline of the
Non-Aligned Movement
has had the effect of
reducing interaction bet-
ween  the  developing
countries.

Moreover, our currently
diminished role at the UN
takes us away from the
forefront of global events.
It will take conscious effort
and a more active diplo-
macy to redress the ba-
lance.

(The author 1s a former

Dhovcniors Qopratrmy )



~ Arab summit

brings no y:-"

hope for Iraq
Amman, March 29 (7/7{\ <>

THE LANDMARK Arab ldapgue
summit ended yesterday without
a consensus on a way tolend
Irag’s isolation and its decjde-
old animosity with Kuwait.

Many saw the Amman sumn-
mit as the first in a promising
new era as Arab countries plan-
ned to resume annual meetings,
interrupted by years of regional
bickering and tension after Iraq’s
1990 invasion of Kuwait.

The appointment of Egyptian
Foreign Minister, Amr Moussa.
as the next Secretary-General of
the Arah league was an encour-
aging step, as he is expected to
reinvigorate the 56- year-old
Cairo-based institution.

The suminit reached easy
accord on several issues like
financial support for Palestini-
ans and a commitment to the
West Asia peace process. But by
failing to reach a unified stance
on how to end Irag’s regional
and international iseiation, the
leaders may have lost credibility
in their effort to boost the impor-
tance of the league, criticised as
being ineffectual and
unassertive.

Arabs also missed out on the
opportunity to influence the new
US policy toward Iraq. President
George W Bush's administration
has indicated its willingness to
slightly revise the sanctions to
alleviate hardships on ordinary
Iraqis.

Arab leaders walked a tight
rope as they tried to meet Iraq’s
demands while not violating UN
sanctionsgAr anger the USA and
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" Bahrain’s own

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA {BAHRAIN}, MARCH. 17 A ruling by the
International Court of Justice yesterday sus-
taining Bahrain's ownership of a group of is-
[ands has raised expectations of a prosperous
future among the residents of this country.
Paradoxically, the ruling has also raised hopes
of improved relations with the neighbouring
emirate of Qatar which had challenged Bah-
rain’s control over the Hawar islands before
the International Court.

While the Court upheld a 1939 decision by
the then colontal power, the United kingdom,
awarding the Hawar islands to Bahrain, it re-
jected Bahrain's further claim to sovereignty
over Zubarah enclave on the Qatar mainland.
The court also accorded sovereignty over a
smaller island to Qatar and upheld its right to
free navigation through the waters between
the Hawar islands. Both emirates have wel-
comed the decision, promised to abide by ity
and declared that the disputes were now end-
ed. Both the Governments also declared today
a holiday in celebration.

The territorial dispute between the two
cmirates has its origin in colenial times and
the movements of people in areas thar sus-
tained mainly pearl diving and fisheries till the
discovery of oil. Before the turn of the last
century, the ruling al Khalifa family of Bahrain
controlled the main archipelagoe of Bahrain,
the Hawar islands and the slice of the north
western portion of the Qatar peninsula calied
the Zubarah bloc. At that point of time, the al
Thani family that rules Qatar today was based
mainty on the easlern part of the peninsula,
(rver time the al Thanis were able to extend
their power and a 1913 Angla- Ottoman Con-
vention acknowledged that the Qatar ruling
family had suzerainty over the Zubarah bloc.

Bahrain and Qatar had concluded exclusive
protection agreements with the UK. in 1832
and 1916 respectively and both were granted
independence in 1971. [n 1939 the U.K. had
ruled that Bahrain had suzerainty over the Ha-
war islands. Disputes rose between the two
emirates over the granting of concessions to
oil companics and in 1991 Qatar took the case
to the InterngHonal Court over-ruling Rah-

1n 's Ub](‘CthnQ that Ihe | tt be setiled bi-
laterally. Saudi Arabia and thc Untted Arab
Emirates had sought to mefliate but gave up
these efforts two vears ago when Qatar persist-
ed with its litigation before|the International
Court.

With the Court awarding it the small island.
(Qatar will be able to consolidate its hold over
the northern fields which is one of the main
depositories of the natural gas reserves that
have heen discovered in recent years. While
the Court's reaffirmation of its rights to the
Hawar islands is important from the point of
view of Bahrain's economy, #t is uncertain
whether the monetary value is commensurate.

Bahrain’'s Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al
Khalifa, in a broadcast to the nation last night,
called upon drilling companies that stopped
their activities in the Bahrain off-shore on ac-
count of the uncertainty to resume their oper-

9hlp of islands-apheld

ations. In the context it would appear that
Bahrain has hopes thar reserves of natural gas
if not oil will be discovered in the vicinity of
the Hawar islands.

Even if such discoveries are not made the
decision is still of significance of the Bahrain
economy. If Qatar had been awarded the is-
lands, Bahrain’s shipping, fisheries and pearl
diving industry {in decline though i1 1s) would
have been affected. More importantly, the Ha-
war islands have great potential for being de-
veloped as a tourist resort.

These islands are a great haven for migrato-
ry birds and the Bahrain government hopes
that they will be ahle to develop eco-tourism
in a major way. [n any case the islands have
already become a fledgling beach resort but
plans to develop this sector further have been
statled on account of the dispute with Qatar.

A Bahraini boy, Ayoob Adel (9), kisses a map showing the Hawar Islands
in Muharraq, Bharain, on Friday. — AP
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1srael warns of conflict
with Arab countries #i-9

Jerusalem, January S

S  PRESIDENT Bil

l l Clinton'’s frantic push for &

Middie East peace deal was
continuing today, as Israel warned
of "wide-ranging confrontation”
with Arab nations unless agreemnent
was reached with the Palestinians,

Adressing a gathering in Tel Aviv,
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
today said his country risked a
“wide-ranging confrontation” with
Arab countries if no agreement is
reached with the Palestinians.

"The alternative 10 an accord is an
infinite evele of violence, the appli-
cation of agreements we have
signed with Egypt and Jordan and
even a gradual degradation, which
will end in Isrhels isolation in the
world and & wide-ranging con-
fromation,” Barak warned.

"One shouldn't expect a miracle,”
Barak said of negotiators’ upcom-
ing talks in Washington with the Bill

/ Clipton administration.
SWe're entering a minefield and

Sharon leads in

opinion polls

ISRAELL RIGH T-winger Arict
Sharon increased his lead over
prime mwinister Ehud Barak in
two opinion polls today, a
month before they face esach
other in a February six national
¢lection. The polls, in Israel's
two  biggest  newspapers,
showed Nobel peace laureate
Shimon Peres, Barak's prede-
cessor as Labour Party chair-
man, would run neck-and-neck
with Sharon if he were the
party's candidate instead of
Barak. Reuters, Jerusalem

thete are risks of explosion; It's like
a surgical operation that hurts. But
this is the anly way to stop the busr
from geiting worse,” he said.

Barak also said that Israel's
refusal to allow the return of
Palestinian refugees iy absolute,
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leaving little room for compromise
on a key peace plah point that has
Arab nafions pressing  Yasser
Arafat to hold firm.

Barak underscored the no-return
position after Arab foreign minis-
ters meeting yesterday in Cairo
called Palestinian refugees return a
"sacred right.”

"We will ot accept under any cir-
cumstances the right of return 1o
Isracl,” Barak said, adding that
[srael would never cede sovereignty
of the holv site to Palestinians.

Arafat had submirted US propos-
als for I[sracli-Palestinian peace
talks 1o the Arab ministers for their
review, on his way home from a
Washington meeting with Clinton
in which he conditionally accepted
the terms as a basis for talks.

Clinton’s proposals call for
Palestinians to give up their
demand for the resettling of mil-
lions of Palestinian refugees and
descendants in Israel. In turn, Israel
would cede contro) of a disputed

Jerusalem holy site, {Age%



