“Police crush Zimbabwe election prot

HARARE, NOV. 22, Armed riot police
crushed a protest by civil rights
activists in Harare on Thursday
minutes after they began a march
towards Parliament,

The police outnumbered about
100 nervous protesters, demon-
strating against an amendment to
Zimbabwe's Electoral Act which

critics say will favour President,
Mr. Robert Mugabe, in next year's
election. W

As the civil rights adfivists ap-
proached Parliament, chanting
slogans about dictatorship and
corruption, hundreds more who
wanted to join the protest gath-
ered in the city centre park. They
too took cover as police swarmed
over the city, maintaining patrols
around roads leading to Parlia-
ment long after the protesters had
fled.

Organisers of the march, the
National Constitutional Assemb-
ly, said they did not apply for po-
lice permission to hold the
demonstration because this in-
fringed their civil rights.

On Tuesday, scores of so-called
war veterans and government
suppotters demonstrated against
the opposition Movement for
Dermocratic Change outside Par-
liament.

Amendments to election laws
will mean hundreds of thousands

s
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building in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Wednesday. — AP

of first-time voters who do not

and jobs when Mr. Mugabe's sup-
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own property or have no legal
proof of residence, will be dis-
gualified.

Tens of thousands of farm
workers, who lost their homes
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porters forced them or their white
employers off commercial farms
in the past four months, will also
be excluded from the yprers' roll.
— ®Telegraph Gpetip Limited,
London, 2001




Japan aid essential for

South Africa: Mbeki "y

Tokyo, October 3

SOUTH AFRICAN President
Thabo Mbeki said on Wednesday
that Japanese assisitance was
essential for the recovery of
Africa, even as Tokyo eves a sub-
stantial cut in total aid from the
fiscal year starting next April.
Mbeki, in Tokyo on a three-day
official visit, told a news confer-
ence that talks with Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi re-
affirmed Japan's emphasis on the
importance of support for
African development, conflict
resolution and refugee aid. “That
kind of focus and invelvement of
Japan is critical to the success of
African recovery.” he added.

Japan was the world’s top
donor of cofficial development
assistance (ODA) for the 10th
straight year in 2000, but has
ailready decided to target a 10 per
cent cut in total aid for the fiscal
year from April 2002 due £ its
huge public debt.

Mbeki said that while the topic
of ODA cuis had not come up dur-
ing his talks with Koizumi on
Tuesday, it was likely &0 be an
important subject for discussion
at ministerial-level meetings of
the Tokyo International Confer-
ence on African Development

{TICAD) in December. Mbeki has

ingisted on the importance of
developmental issues during his

Tokye visit, He said that the inter-

national community m\ist contin-
ue te focus on critical issues such
as development even while it coor-
dinates a response to the Septem-
ber 11 attacks on the ‘Jnited
States. Noting “the world has spo-
ken with one voice” in cordemn-
ing the attacks, Mbeki added:
“We...have to ensure that taere is
no possibility of these attacks cre-

ating negative conseguences,

whereby the development issues
that we have heen grappling with
for decades are sidelined to the
margins of the global agenda.”
Koizumi and Mbeki issued a jeint
communique in which they out-
lined bilateral, regional and mul-
tilateral cooperation.

Reuters
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100 killed
- in Nigeria
29 clashes,; -

DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR

ABUJA, Sept. 10. — Bands of
Christian and Muslim youths
clashed for the fourth day today
in the central Nigerian city of
Jos, despite the presence of ar-
my troops.
. Eyewitnesses said more than
1100 people had been killed
since the fighting erupted last
Friday. Numerous buildings in
the city of four million people
were on fire.

Despite an overnight curfew
gunshots were heard, reports
said.

The clashes began last Friday
when Muslims began praying
at their mesques, Youths from
both religions went on ram-
page, setting churches and
mosques on fire.

Witnesses said some people
were burnt alive on barricades
that had been set up to block
streeta.

The soldiers, who were sent to
the city on Saturday by Presi-
dent, Mr Olusegun Obasanjo,
tried to bring the situation un-
der control.

Mr Obasanjo called the reli-
gious violence "a national dis-
grace"' and in a weekend radio
broadeast appealed to religious
and community leaders to seek
peace,

Reports said tension had risen
in Jos after a Muslim settler
was appointed as coordinator of
a poverty eradication pro-
gramme by the local adminis-
tration. Ethnic Jos inhabitants,
particularly Christians, had
protested the appointment of
the Hausa settler as coordina-

tor of the programme in thet
ethnic domain.
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“Zimbabwe Opposition slams

deal to end land crisis

Harare, September 8
ROBERT MUGABE'S apponerits
yvesterday derided the “historic
deal” between Britain and Zim-
babwe to end the crisis over
white-owned farms,

The main opposition party, the
Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC), said that the land
invasions were only one aspect of
a wider campaign of political
violence engineered by Mugabe
to enable him to hang on to
power in next April's presiden-
tial election.

The MDC insisted that the
murder and intimidation of its
activists and supporters must be
stamped out before the party
would consider law and order (o
have been truly restored.

“It [the deali is nof going to
solve anything and no one
should bhe fooled by that.” said
Tendai Biti, the MDC’s shadow
foreign minister. “The interna-
tional community should contin-
ue to bear pressure an the
Harare regime, like the EU call
for sanctions, like the American
bill on Zimbabwe democracy.
Themost critical question in this
country is the rule of law and an
end to the [political) violence.”

The reaction of the [eader of
the self-styied war veterans who
are behind the occupations of
white-owned farms, Joseph
Chinotimba, was just as damning.

He said his followers would
not leave the land they had
seized, “Why should people have
to move off farms? They are on
farms that have been properly
acquired and allocated. They
have built permanent homes and
structures. They should not have
1o mave off the land.” he said.

e
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THE INTERNATIONAYL com-
munity and, above all, the Com-
monwealth stands ready to take
punitive measures against the
Zimbabwe President, Robert
Mugabe, if he reneges on an
agreement on land reforms
aimed at ending 18 months of
violence.

The agreement was ham-
merad out on Thursday in
i Abuia, Nigeria, between the For-
| eign Secretary, Jack Straw, the
I Zimbabwe Foreign Minister,
| Stan Mudenge, and African
|

i leadersled by the Nigerian Pres-
ident Olusegun Obasanjo.

Sanction sword over Harare

J
|

The deal was welcomed by ’
white farmers in Zimbahwe, '
who described it as a landmark,
but in private they harbour sus- [
picions that Mugabe may not |
honour the promises. Opposi- ‘
tion politicians have expressed |
scepticism and Mugabe has f
maintained an ominous silence.

Mudenge said yesterday the i
agreerent paved the way for j
normalisation of ties with
Britain: “Tt is a commitment hy j
Zimbabwe, Britain and the inter-
national community to come to *
the aid of Zimbabwe in land ’

i

reseftiement.” The Guardian

The agreement was ham-
mered out in Abuja, Nigeria,
between Britain's foreign secre-
tary, Jack Straw, the Zimbab-
wean foreign minister, Stan
Mudenge, and African leaders
led by Nigeria’s president, Qluse-
gun Obasanjo.

Some skeptics say Britain has
plaved into Mugabe’s hands by
agreeing in the first paragraph of
the deal that “{and is at the core
of the crisis in Zimbabwe". The
farm invasions were merely a
means by Mugahe to distract
attention from the assault on his
political opponents, they say.

There is also voncern at the
lack of a timetable for an end to
the pecupation of farms and a
brecise figure on the compensa-
fion Britain is offering.

Under the deal, the United
MNations Development Pro-
gramme will monitor Zimbab-

we's adherence to the rule of law
and freedom of the press. But the
UNDP's office in Harare has
been roundly criticised in the
past for ignoring the abuse of
human rights.

Three years ago, Mugabe
made a similar deal with inter-
national aid donors in which he
pledged to follow the rule of law
and implement a gradual, sus-
tainable land reform pro-
gramme. Britain pledged £35m to
pay for land redistribution, but
Mugabe swiftly serapped the deal
and launched the farm inva-
sions.

Even if the Zimbabwean gov-
ernment chogses to remove the
militants from the farms,
enforcement may prove to be a
major obstacle, given the num-
ber of activists who have been
recruited by the police.

The Guardian
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ZIMBABWE / COMMONWEALTH BROKERS LAND-REFORM DEAL A
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Squatters to leave whit

ABUIA (NIGERIA), SEPT. 7. Zimbabwe promised
on Friday to abide by an internationally bre-
kered land-reform plan that would grant “full
and fair'” compensation for white farmers, but
denied any responsibility for the often-violent
land occupations.

The southern African country committed to
“testore the rule of law to the process of land
reform,”” Nigeria's Foreign Ministry said in 4
communique released early Friday, after a day
of crisis talks between Foreign Ministers of the
Commonwealth of Britain and its former do-
minions, inciuding Zimbabwe.

Before flving home, the Zimbabwe Foreign
Mintster, Mr. Stan Mudenge told journalists
on Friday that the deal meant satisfving white
farmers’ demands for “full and fair” compen-
sation for land earmarked by government for
redistribution to poor blacks. Under the ac-
cord, Britain and other countries agree to bear
the cost of compensating white farmers. The
United Nations Development Programme will
woark with the Zimbabwean Government tn
pursue “effective and sustainable land re-
form.” “Believe vou me, my friend, that is mu-
sic in the ears of my white countrymen,” Mr.
Mudenge said.

In return. the deal commits Zimbabwe to
ending occupation of white-owned farms. flie-
gal oceupiers on farms that have nat been
“designated” for acquisition by the Govern-
ment would be removed. A process will begin
o provide land for landless blacks “who are
on land that the Government does not intend
to agquire,” Mr. Mudenge said.
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BETTER DAYS AHEAD?: A Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA)
worker and a veterinarian assistant tend to
a traumatised farm dog at a shelter in
Zimbabwe in this August 16 file photo. A
rescue team is searching abandoned farms
for pets which the owners didn’t have time
to take with them when they fled from
rampaging mobs.

The accord also commits Zimbabwe ta
broader political reforms, including guaran-
teeing freedom of expression and pledging “to
take firm action against violence and intimi-
dation.” Across Zimbabwe, ruling party mil-

NS “(),\' &

e-owned farms

itants  have occupied more than 1,700
white-pwned farms since March 2000, spurred
by a government campaign 0 seize 4,600
farms owned by whites and give the land to
hlacks. The targeted farms make up about 95
per cent of the land owned by whites.

At jeast nine white farmers and dozens of
Opposition supporters have died since June
last year. But Mr. Mudenge dented his Govern-
ment was responsible for the unrest, saying
Zimbabwe was committed 1o “rule of law.” He
declined (o say what new measures, if any,
would be taken to end vielence.

The talks saw African leaders — fearful that
violence in Zimbabwe could spill across bor-
ders — add their condemmnation for the first
time to that of Britain and other nations over
Zimbabwean President, Mr. Rubert Mugabe's
controversial land- redistribution programme.
“Africa cannot afford another war, not least a
racial war or one with racial undertones.” the
Nigerian Foreign Minister, Mr. Sule Lamido
saidd at the session’s opening.

The Nigerian President, Mr. Olusegun (ha-
sanjo’s role in the talks was said by other par-
ticipants to have been pivortal.

The British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Jack
Straw stressed it hod vet to be tested. It is hot
for me to judge it this is a breakehrough,” Mr.
Straw said, Oltimately what we have writien
on paper is not important...it depends on how

events unfold (in Zuinbabwe),- The talks came:
with Zimbabwe under ingr€asing internatige-
al pressure over the IxTd seizures. — A

THE HINDU
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/ Cosatu times strike with racism meet

#eh By M.S. Prabhakara WX () -\5

CAPE TOWN, AUGUST 1&. A natiou-wide two-day
stay away (genceral strike) under the acgis of the
Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosa-
tul, partner of the ANC-SACP-Cosatu tripartite
allianice, is likely (o coincide with the opening of
the World Conference against Racism in Durban
(31 August-7 Seplemmber, 2001).

Though the stayaway is planned for August
29-30, its effects are hound to impact on the
run-up to the Conference and indeed the Con-
ference itself. Regional protest marches are
planned for Thursday, including in Pretoria. Jo-
hanneshurg and Cape Town where the march-
ers will converge on Parliament.

At issue Is the long and bitterly debated issue
of privatisation, euphemistically known as “res-
tructuring’ of state owned assets. Topping the
list are Uskom (power}, Telkom (telecommuni-

;}b’mﬁ), Transnet (transport) and Dennel {de-
fnce industry). All these are major employers.

The Government is committed to privatisation
while the Cosatu and the SACP want the priv-
alisation plans to be scrapped or at least radical-
ly modified. Cosalu is categorical in its
opposition demanding at the very least a mora-
tarium on the process white the SACP is rather
mare ambivalent. A submission to be made by
the ANC-5ACP-Cosatu to the NGO Forum pre-
ceding the Conference in which the links of rac-
isn and colonialism with capitalism  and
globaiisation are explicitly recognised also re-
flects this ambivalence. ,

A crucial paragraph of the subission reads
thus: “The cwrrent process of capitalist glob-
alisation threatens to further entrench the un-
equal distribution of resources of the world,
both between societies and within societies.”
The very next sentence however also underlines
the umbiguities and equivocations in this oppo-
sition, reflecting the inner tensions within the
tripartite alliance: “1f approached correctly,
however, the advent of a global economy and

globalised society provides a unigue opportuni-
ty o address the inequities generated by our
shared history™.

Interestingly, rwo Ministers driving the priv-
atisation process {Pubrlic Enterprises and Public
Service) belong to the SACP stream in the alli-
ance. The opposttion of the SACP to the priv-
atisation programme, while leading members of
the party are driving the process, has led to
some tenstons though not to the breaking point.

A telling point in these dire prophesies, in-
deed the running theme of much what goes for
public discourse in the media, is that any pro-
test by the working class and the unions at a
time when the “eves of the world will be on
Scuth Africa’ will surely send a wrong message
10 “international investors”,

Curiously, these samc voices are also highly
critical of the very hosting of the Conference by
South Africa on the ground that the whole exer-
cise wilt be a “talk shop” and “waste of tax pay-
ers’ maney’.



J/Burundl par

By M.S. Prabhakara \/Yi) 3

CAPE TOWN, WY 28. Mr. Nelson
Mandela, who is undergoing
weatment for prostate cancer in-
volving a daily session of radioth-
erapy, did not take part in the
Burundi peace talks, currently go-
ing on in Pretoria.

The Burundi peace process, of
which Mr. Mandela is both the fa-
cilitatoy ‘and mediator, resumed
in Pretoria on Thursday with Mr.
Jacob Zuma, Depury President,
standing in for Mr. Mandela. Ac-
cording to Mr. Mandela's spokes-
person, Ms. Zelda la Grange, Mr.
Mandela was too exhausted after
receiving the radiotherapy treat-
ment.

Mr. Mandela also did not take
part in a function at the Gold Reef
City complex in Jobannesburg
where he was to receive an award
from King Goodwill Zwelithini ont
Wednesday. He is not expected to
have any public engagements
during the daily radietherapy
treatment, scheduled to go on for
dbout seven weeks.

The announcement abour Mr.
Mandela's prostate cancer was
made on Tuesday, after Mr. Man-
dela’s return from Arusha late on
the night of Juty 23, where he was
in attenglance at yet another re-
gional summit on the prolonged
peace process.

The summit formally adopted

S reacp agreement

he agreement fauhta ed by Mr.
Mandela during carlier meetmgs
in Pretoria and at the QAU swn-
mit in Lusaka. This agreement
provides for a transitional govern-
ment involving all the 19 parties
involved in the peace process that
is, the present Government of Bu-
rundi, the present National As-
sembly and the 17 political parties
comprising the so- called G-10
family (10 pro-Tuisi parties} and
the G-7 family (seven pro-Hutu
parties).

interestingly, this accord was
clinched even as there was an at-
tempted coup, blamed by the
Government on sections of the
disaffected Tutsi  dominated
armed forces, uithappy over the
prospect of sharing power during
the transitional arrangement.

The interim leadership of this
transitional government would be
headed for the first half of its envi-
saged three-year term by the pre-
sent President of Burundi, Mr.
Pierre Buyoya (a Tutsi leader),
with Mr. Domitien Ndayizeye, the
Secretary-General of the Froat for
Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu),
the main Hutu party, serving as
his Vice-President.

The specific details of the ar-
rangement for the second half of
the term of this transitional gov-
ernment has not been, naturally,
spetled out except that the Presi-
dent would be from a Hutu party

A &,
and the Vice-President
from a Tutsi party.

However, as has been the case
consistently at every announce-
ment of a breakthrough in the Bu-
rundi peace process, the two
main rebel groups, the Council
for Wational Defence and Democ-
racy (CNDD). which broke away
from Frodebu, and its armed
front, Forces for the Defence of
Democracy (FDD), are still keep-
ing themselves away from such
arrangements, insisting that any
agreement on a future govern-
ment has to be preceded by a cea-

drawn

sefire, According to a
spokesperson  for the CNDD-
FDD, the latest outcome in

Arusha had changed nothing,

The problem in Burundi is that
any political arrangement that
daoes not reflect the demographic
reality, which is that the over-
whelming majority of the people
consider themselves Hutus, can-
not even begin to work, howsoev-
er much it is admired and
commended by the international
community.

This has been the situation ever
since the assassingtion of the
country’s  first  democrarically
elected President, Melchoir Nda-
daye, of Frodebu, on October 21,
1993, along with six other Frode-
bu leaders, in an attempted coup
by the Tutsi. dominated armed

forces. /
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" Gadhafi backs

o Mugabe’s

ey

,'whites out’ call

LONDON, JuLy 15. The Libyan lead-
er, Col Muammar Gadhafi, of-
fered aid and comfort rto
Zimbabwe's increasingly isolated
regime and demanded the expul-
sion of white “'colonisers” from
Africa.

Mr. Gadhafi had attended a
summit of the Organisation of
African Unity in Lusaka, the Zam-
bian capital, where he outlined
his vision of a united Africa. He
then drove to Harare to visit Mr.
Mugabe.

During his journey he stopped
in Karoi, a town surrounded by
white-owned farms, most of
which have been occupied by
squatters.

He told a crowd that whites
should pay compensation for col-
onising Africa. “We want them to
pay,” he said. “Europe must not
deny us payment and compensa-
tion."”

- After reaching the town of
Chinhoyi, where the entire local
economy is dependent on the
nearby white-owned farms, Mr
Gadhafi declared that all whites

must leave Africa. "'Everyone who !
came as a coloniser must go back !

where he came from,” he said.
Throughout his

progress .
through Zimbabwe, Mr. Gadhafi |

was greeted by carefully re-

gimented crowds of supporters of :

Mr. Mugabe’s Zanu-PF party.

When he r1eached Harare,
crowds lined the streets and the
official press hailed the visit of
“Comrade” Gadhafi.

Mr. Mugabe's overriding objec-
tive when he met his Libyan
counterpart on Friday was to se-

cure emergency fuel supplies to

ease the shortage that has para®
lvsed Zimbabwe since De
199%. — Telegraph Gro

ed, London, 2001
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~Unity ' can erase poverty: OAU

LUSAKA (ZAMBIA}, JULY 11. Leaders
from across Africa expressed opti-
mism on Wednesday that conti-
nentwide cooperation could lift
their countries out of the plague
of poverty.

The leaders spoke at the final
summit of the Organisation of
African Unity, which is being re-
placed by the African Union, en-
visioned as a stronger, closer-knit
grouping,

The Union's charter calls for
the creation of an African central
bank, a court of justice, a single
currency and a parliament.

Regional economic groups,
such as the Southern African De-
velopment Community and the
Commuon Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa, or COMESA,
wouid function as building blocks
for the new Union, leaders of the
two groups fold journalists on
Wednesday, the final day of the
three-day summit.

“This region has to grow hy at
least 7 per cent if we are serious
about making a dent in poverry
and if we are serious in address-
ing issues of malnutrition (and}
sustainable development,” said
Mr. Prega Ramsamy, executive
secretary of the Southern African
Development Community, Many
African countries have growth
rates well below half that, he said.

Mr. Ramsamy and Mr. Erastus
Mwencha, head of COMESA, said
they had resolved to cooperate
even closer.

Meanwhile, about 40 heads of
state continued a closed- door
meeting that was to create the in-
stitutions of the African Union
and a commiission to protect chil-
dren’s rights and to look at two
plans for lifting Africa out of pov-
erty.

The leaders were also discuss-
ing the conflicts plaguing the con-
tinent. The U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, who attended the summit,
held several meetings on Congo’s
3-year-old civil war.

On Wednesday, the former Bot-
swana President, Mr. Ketumile
Masire, who i3 the leader of

wo -y

The African Union Secretary-
General, Mr. Amara Essy of
fvory Coast, arrives in Lusaka
to attend the second day of
the OAU summit on
Wednesday. — AFFP

planned discussions between dif-
ferent Congolese groups, said so
much wark remained that a pre-
paratory meeting had 1o be post-
poned from July 16 to August 20.

Many analysts remain skeptical
that the Union, first proposed in
1999 by the Libyan leader, Mua-
mar Gadhafi, will bring real
change to the world's poaorest
continent. They doubt African
countries will be willing or able 10
contribute the money and re-
sources necessary for an effective
Union.

During the conference, the
heads of state elected the former
Ivory Coast Foreign Minister, Mr,
Amara Essy, as its leader during
its yearlong transformation.
Fringe meetings

Earlier, a flurry of meetings
were held to shore up efforts to
secure peace in Congo, where a
3-year war has destabilized much
of central Africa.

The Ugandan President, Mr.
Yoweri Museveni, met Mr. Annan.
The Congolese President, Mr. Jo-

seph Kabila, met the South Afri-
cas Mr. Thabo Mbeki, while
Zimbabwe's President, Mr. Rob-
ert Mugabe paced slowly on the
corridor outside, waiting for his
turn to talk with his military ally.

“President Mbeki encouraged
our President to stick to the path
of peace,” said Mr. Mwenze Kon-
golo Congo’s Security Minister,
after the meetings.

The Congo war erupted in Au-
gust 1998 when Rwanda, Uganda
and their Congolese rebel allies
took up arms against then-Presi-
denf, Laurent Kabila. Zimbabwe,
Angola and Namibia poured
troops ahd miiitary hardware into
Congo to support Kabila.

The 1999 Lusaka cease-fire ac-
cord was repeatedly violated but
gained momentum following
Laurent Kabila’s assassination on
January 16 and the ascension of
his son, Joseph, as his successor.

Maost of the countries have
withdrawn their forces from front
lines, and about 3,500 U.N. troops
have been deployed around two
government-held and two-rebel
held towns to guard installations
and equipment used by unarmed
ohservers monitoring the cease-
fire.

During their meeting on Tues-
day, Mr. Annan pressed Mr. Mu-
seveni to persuade
Ugandan-backed rebels tw pull
back from a front line in central
Congo as required by the cease-
fire agreement.

The rebels have refused to pull
back, demanding the U.N. pro-
vide humanitarian assistance to
civilians moving with the rebels.
They are also demanding they be
allowed to run civilian adminis-
trations in areas their forces leave.

After the meeting, Mr. Museve-
ni said the discussion did not re-
solve any issues and that
problems in implementing the
cease-fire agreement would be
addressed later at a regional
meeting of heads of state. “These
matters do not involve only two
people. These are not is
Kofi Annan and Mr.
— AP
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LUSAKA (ZAMBIA), JULY 9. The U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, told African leaders on Mon-
day they needed courage and
leadership to rebuild the conti-
nent, a task he compared to Eu-
rope’s reconstruction after the
devastation of the two World
Wars.

in the text of a speech to be de-
livered at the opening session of
the last Organization of African
Unity summit, Mr. Annan urged
African leaders to shake off their
deep divisions and work together
to overcome the poverty, wars
and health crises that plague the

continent. The three-day summit
that opened on Monday signals
the end of the 38-vear-old QAUJ
and the beginning of a yearlong
transition into the African Unijon,
envisioned as a far stronger and
tighter body.

Plans for the Union, loosely
modelled on the European
Union, include an African central
bank, a court of justice, a single
currency and a parliament. The
Union was first proposed in 1999
by the Libyan leader, Muamar
Gadhafi.

The transition will challenge all
African leaders, Mr. Annan said.

The former South African President, Mr. Nelson Mandela (second right) flanked by the Burundian

“This historic effort will require\ g %nance sum

leadership, courage and a willing-
ness to depart from the ways of
the past, if it is to do for Africa
what the Furopean Union has
done for Europe,” Mr. Annan said
in his prepared text.

““That, Excellencies, should be
our aim — to rebuild, as Europe
did, after a series of devastating
wars, uniting across old divisions
to build a continent characterised
by peace, cooperation, econormic
progress and the rule of law.”
Africa also “must reject the ways
of the past, and commit itself to
building a future of demeocratic

President, Mr, Pierre Boyaya (left), the Kenyan President, Mr. Daniel Arap Mol (second left} and the

Libyan leader, Mr. Muamar Gadhafl (right) addresses the media in Lusaka on Sunday. Rival political

groups in Burundi have agreed to split the presidency of the central African country during a three-
year transition perlod, Mr. Mandela, who Is the chief peace medlator, announced. — AFP

" S € o
law," he said. “Such a fufirg 4,

thin our reach, I am convincea,
But only on one condition: that
we end Africa’s conflicts, withourt
which no amount of aid or trade,
assistance or advice, will make
the difference.”

The OAU Secretary-General,

~Work together to beat poverty: Annanwc

Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, said the .

proposed African Union would |

create “an enhanced form of
cooperation and integration”
necessary to meet the new chai-
lenges of a changing continent
and a changing world. “This
should be a turning point for our
continent and our people,” said
Mr. Salim on Monday. However,
he wamed that commitment was
meaningless without action.

The African Union would re-
quire far more funding and re-
sources than the QAU had, and it
remained unclear how that mon-
ey was to be raised.

Many analysts questioned
whether the new body would ever

reach the lofty goals set out in its

charter.

Earlier Monday the leaders of
six African nations met Mr. Annan
and the UNAIDS head, Mr. Peter
Piot, to discuss efforts to fight the
AIDS pandemic racing across
Africa and to officially launch the
Leadership AIDS Watch for Africa.

The group comprised the Ni-
gerian President, Mr. Olusegun
Obasanjo, the Rwandan Presi-
dent, Mr. Pau] Kagame, the Ma-
lian President, Mr. Alpha Oumar
Kenare, the Ethiopian Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Meles Zenawi, the Ke-
nyan President, Mr. Daniel Arap.
Moi and the Botswanan Pres:
dent, Mr. Festus Mogae.
Reuters




/IS/ Mugabe heading
the Milosovic way?a\

Johannesburg, July 8

ROBERT MUGABE'S oppo-
nents longingly eye the pie-
tures of Slobodan Milosevic
incarcerated at the Hague, Here
is a man who just a year ago
was as powerful as their own
President, and even more
feared.

If he could be deposed and
called to account for his crimes
then Mugabe’s days must be
numbered, they argue.

The Movement for Democra-
tic Change, which a year ago
predicted the Zimbabwe Presi-
dent’s imminent demise after it
won almost half the vote in par-
liamentary elections, now says
it is waiting for “the people” to
lead the way

But those of the people who
want to get rid of Mugabe,
appear increasingly frustrated
and bewildered at the lack of a
strategy to unseat the ruler of
mare than two decades.

It is not as if there is a short-
age of reasons to confront the
(Government.

Prices are spiralling, the
economy is contracting and
jobs are disappearing even
faster than the emigrants are
leaving.

The Government has almost
no foreign currency. even for
essential imports, and a food
crisis looms, thanks to the dis-
ruption caused by the cccupa-
tion of white-owned farms by
the “war veterans™.

The finance minister, Simba

W

W

Makoni, this week said the
Government has begun asking
for foreign food aid. “I hope,
notwithstanding factors influ-
encing our relations with inter-
national donors, where human
lives are affected we can find
common cause,” he pleaded.

The UN food agency says the
land seizures will leave Zim-
babwe short of 600,000 tonnes
of wheat and maize in the next
six months.

Yet the opposition is less cer-
tain how to confront Mugabe
than ever.

It has abandoned any imme-
diate prospect of calling street
protests for fear of bloodshed
after the military and security
police warned that any demon-
strations would lead to a bloody
crackdown, a state of emer-
gency and the detention of
opposition leaders.

Instead, the MDC hopes to
ride a wave of spontaneous
public revolt. But if, when and
how that wiil come is unclear.

Food shortages would prob-
ably galvanise public anger
into action, as would a com-
plete coliapse of the economy
And then there is the presi
dential election, due within
the ‘vear, which Mugabe may
well have a hard time winning
without fraud or massive

intimidation.

This week’s two-day general
strike was indicative of just
how far Mugabe has cutma-
noeuvred his cpponents.

Reuter‘s/

Milosevic tﬁal

engineered:
Chinese army

Beijing, Julyv 8

CHINA'S MILITARY on Sunday
accused the United States and
Britain of engineering former
Yugoslavy President Slobodan
Milosevic's war crimes trial to
clear the way for Nato's eastward
expansion.

Although China is obligated to
respect the UN tribunal, Britain
and the US have used the court to
further their political aims, the
People's Liberation Army Daily
said in an editorial.

“Right now, the US, Britain
and other Western countries
claim they are trying Milosevic to
uphold international justice. This
arises from their need to gain
world opinion and the diplomatic
upper hand,” the editorial said.

China's communist leaders
condemned the air war carried
out by Nato against Yugoslavia in
1999 to force an end to crack-
downs on Muslims in Kosovo.
Beijing feared that the action
might set a precedent for inter-
national intervention in China’s
restive Tibet and Xinjiang
regions. Their opposition hard-
ened when Nato planes bombed
the Chinese embassy in Belgrade.
sparking mob attacks on US diplo-
matic missiens in China. China
never accepted Nato's explanation
that the artack was a mistake
caused by faulty targeting. Beljiing
was silent when Milosevic was
driven from power last October
and was gquiet again on June 28
when he was sent to The Hague.

AP
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NNESBURG, JULY 7. Food aid for

T

Y for food aid Mnf‘l

Zimbabwe should be channelled

through international humanitar-
ian agencies rather than the Gov-
ernment, the country’s
opposition said on Friday. [t
made its appeal after the Presi-
dent, Mr. Robert Mugabe’s Gov-
ernment finally admitted
shortages. Aid should not be en-
trusted to the Government be-
cause it would use it for political
purposes, the Movement for
Democratic Change said.

It said Mr. Mugabe’s ruling Za-
nu-PE  party had repeatedly
claimed that it was providing re-
sources that had, in fact, come
from external sources.

Zimbabwe has consistently de-
nied that there is a shortage of
food, despite considerable dam-
age caused to agricultural pro-
duction by the forced occupation
of white-owned farms. The first
admission was made by Mr. Sim-
ba Makoui, the Finance Minister,
who said there would be a serious
shortfall of about 600,000 tonnes
of maize this year.

Normally, Zimbabwe is self-
sufficient  in  basic  foodstuffs.
“That there will be shortages in
national food production is con-
firmed,” he said. ‘““The uncertain-
ty is the magnitude.”

Agriculture officials said almost
all the country’s 6,000 white-own-
ed farms had now been listed for
nationalisation. The nationalisa-
tion of farms has caused great
damage to the economy, as the
white-owned farms are among
the most successful. In aimost all
cases, their efficiency has tended
to fall away after takeovers. —
@ Telegraph Group Limited, Lon-
don, 2001.
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SOUTH AFRICA / STRAIN ON RACE RELATIONS

V4

By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, Juiy 5. The “land invasion”
launched by thousands of dispossessed and
landless persons in the Kempton Park area,
on prime urban land close to the Johannes-
burg International Airport, with the support
and encouragement of the Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC), brings 1o the fore the fraught
issue of landlessness and homelessness in
South Africa.

The situation also has the potential for get-
ting out of hand and indeed spreading to oth-
er parts of the country.

The PA(C has indeed promised to launch
similar initiatives. Already, about 300 squat-
ters have been arrested.

QOver the past few days, local PAC officials
have been ‘selling’ sites nn this land, owned
by the Gaureng pravincial government, siate
owned parastatals and part private citizens,
to landless and homeless persons same of
whom had been ‘illegally’ squatting on the
land (who also happen to be PAC support-
ers), at a mere rand 25 per site.

Tens of thousands of people have ‘hought’
the sites over the past few days. Some of them
have already buili makeshift homes there.

The PAC leaders, however, maintain that
the money has been collected to challenge a
possitile appeal to the courts by the owners

seekingeviction of the squatters.
Thg'Gavernment’'s urgent application for a

court interdict against the squatters, which
would enable it to evict them, was postponed
this morning for a bearing tomorrow, to en-
able the representatives of the squatters to
present their arguments,

The initiative by the PAC has been de-
nounced by the Ministers for Agriculture and
Land Affairs, Ms. Thoko Didiza, the Minister
for Housing,

Ms. Sankie Mthembi-Mahanyele and the
Minister for Safety and Security, Mr. Steve
Tshwete, as well as by the major political par-
ties, including the African National Congress
and the Demaocratic Alliance,

It a strongly-worded statement, the ANC
has condemned the PAC for “exploiting the
plight of homeless people of Ekurhuleni by
selling themn land they do not own™.

Describing the PAC leaders as "opportun-
ists who never hesitate to fish in troubled
waters 1o score cheap political points”, the
ANC statement accused theim of ‘theft” (for
‘seflling’ fand that did not belong to them)

.and of ‘sedition’ (for creating an “'unneces-

sary confrontation beiween the misled com-
munity and the Government, which owns the
land™).

Such indignation is understandable, given
the bad odour that the ‘land invasions’ in
neighbouring Zimbabwe has acquired.

[ndeed. underlying the very strong criti-
cism of the President, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, for
not being sufficiently outspoken in his crit-

ho Ve

Landgrab sets firmament afire .

icisni of the “land invasions” there ahd the
near- unanimous projection in the {South
African media of the Zimbabwean Pre§ident,
Mr. Robert Mugabe, as ‘mad Bob' is the all
too obvious fear that the developments in
Zimbabwe are only the precursor of similar,
even more devastating, developments in this
countyy, affecting the much larger and far
more powerful white farming community.

Further, such ‘anarchy’ threatening politi-
cal stability and harmonious race relations is
seen as a disincentive o potential foreign in-
vestment, only which, in the government's
perspective, will ensure growth and employ-
ment.

The PAC leaders however are unrepentant.
The party which has only three members in
Parliarnent is ever in need of populist issues
to heighten its profile.

It knows that it has rouched an extremely
sensitive and emotive issue which affects the
overwhelming majority of African people.

According to the PAC, the theft and dis-
possession of land belonging to Africans be-
gan on April 6, 1632, the date assigned to the
verv first arrival of European settlers in this
part of Africa.

Tts 1999 election manifesio seeks an
amendment to the Constitution enshrining
“the right of individuals or groups to seek
restitution of their land which they lost either
through colonial congquest, fraud or discrimi-
natary laws from 1652 to the present day”



" Referendum on statute in
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CAPE TOWN, MAY 30, A controversial referendum
is taking place on Thursday in the '‘Bepublic of
Somaliland’, the territory in the north of So-
malia which under colonial rule was known as
British Somaliland and which broke away
from Somalia in May 1991 declaring itself an
independent country, secking endorsement of
a ‘Draft Somaliland Constitation’.

The exercise has not received any support
from any international structure like the Unit-
ed Nations or the Organisation of African Uni-
ty. Even fithiopia, which has cosy relations
with Somaliland, has not ¢come put openly in
supporl of the referendum. The Transitional
National Government of Somatia (TNG] based
in Mogadishu has condemned the cxercise as
a “violation of international and natinnat
law”, with the aim of “legitimising the seces-
sian of the,north fram Somalia™.

However, despite the Jack of international
support, and the repeated calls by the TNG for
abandoning the exercise, (here is tittle doubt
that the referendum, which has been in prep-
aration jar nearly a year, will take place on
Thursday. Indeed, in a letter addressed Lo the

: President of the U\, Security Council in Janu-
" ary this yeay, Mr. Mohammed Egal, the veter-

an  Somali  politician and  the  last
democratically elecied Pritme Minister of Sa-
malia and now President of Somaliland, took
exception to the formalations in the (J.N. Sec-
retary General’s zeport to the Security Council

on Samalia, including what he described as is
errors and inaccuracies about his alleged op-
position to the jormation of the new Interim
Government in Somalia. "Any discussions be-
tween the Republic of Somalitand and the
‘Transitional National Government’ on future
relations can only proceed with prior, uncon-
ditional acceptance by the "Transitional Na-
tonal Government” of the Republic of
Somaliland”, Mr. Egad declared.

The ‘Republic of Somaliland” was one of the
three colunised areas an the so-catled Horn of
Africa, inhabited by the Somali people. The
other two colonial powers, France and Iraly,
occupied French Semaliland (now Ditbout)
and Ttalian Somaliland (the rest of Somalial.
The Somali people, with few ethnic, religious
ar linguistic divisions. have always striven for
the unity and consolidation of the areas in-
habited by them in the form of a unified So-
mali State, comprising all these admittedly
Somali territories as well as Somali inhabired
areas in Ethiopia and Kenya.

However, the prospects for such a Greater
Somalia look dimmer than ever, especially
since the very viability of Somalia as a nation
state has become problematic in the last dec-
ade. Snmalia failed to secure the integration of
French Somaliland (Djibouti) into its werritory;
and mow another part of its territory, su
viewed by Somalia as an integral paerof the
country, is paised to take yerahother step in
its apparently frrevergibf® path to securing in-
ternational recogaffion as a sovereign nation.

< breakaway Somaliland

A crucial actor in these developmenis is Lth-
iopia from which Somaliland has rceceived
considerable help in its guest for legitimacy.
Ever mindful of the claums of Somali irreden-
Hsm on its own territory, and with over three
million of its Somali citizens indistinguishable
from the Somalis across the border, Ethiopia
sees inoan evenwal sovereign Somalifand a
useful bulfer against Somalia. A friendly So-
maliland would also provide access 10 the sea,
a crucial consideration for landlocked Frihio-
pia.

Recent initiatives taken in this regard are
the visits of ministerial delegations to Hargeisa
and Addis Ababa, and the siart recenily ol reg-
ular commercial flights between the two cap-
irals. Deseribing Ethiopia as its “'main wading
partner” in a recent interview (o the U,N. In-
tegrated  Regional  Informaton  Network
(IRIN), the Finance Minister of Somaliland,
Mr. Mohammed Said Mohammed, said: “With
Ethiopia our horders are very peaceful. You
can drive from here to Addis Ababa — itis very
normal, with no check points, Peaple can take
their own cars from Berbera to Addis Ababa, 1o
Diibouti and back 1o Somaliland.” However,
he also added: “1f vou go to Hjiga and Dire
Dawa, all those small towns there, you see you
are still in parts of Somaliland™.

As ahways, such moves w secure dismem-
berment of a neightouring country turn out to
be a two-cdged weapon,
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defining moment in S. Africa’s history

Ry M. S. Prabhakara \)J) A
. JUNE 25. On this day, 46 years ago,

South AfricAn society, began a two-day meet-
1 near [ohannesburg, The initia-
tive for the congress was laken by the African
National Congress, which was joined by the
South African Indian Congress, the Coloured
People’s Organisation and the Congress of
Democrats.

The four organisations broadly represented
all the racial groups of South Africa, the Afri-
cans, the peopie of Indian origin, the Colou-
reds and the Whites. The organisations were
also united in their oppoesition to the apar-
theid regime and their commitmenr to a non-
racial, democratic South Africa,

At the end of two days of deliberations,
marked by active participation by the dele-
gates, the Congress adopted the Freedom
Charter on June 26, 1995. That day came to be
celebrated annually as Freedom Day by the
ANC and all democratic South Africans, in ex-
ile or in prison of fighting in the trenches with-
in the cauntry, though this is no more the case
since the advent of democracy. The 10-poiat
charter became the policy document of the

ANC the foflowing vear, and remained the de-
fining document of the South African revolu-
tior.

The charter declared: The people shall gov-
ern; All national groups shall have equal
rights; The people shall share in the couantry's
wealth; The land shall be shared among those
who wark it; All shall be equal before the law;
All shall enjoy human rights; There shall be
work and security; The doors of learning and
culture shall be opened; There shall be houses,
security and comfort; There shatl be peace and
friendship.

The directness, simplicity and eloguenee of
these formulations, in particular the opening
formulation in the Preamble — "'South Africa
belongs 1o all who live in it, black and white"”
— has mnspired and will continue to inspire
generations of South Africans. These ideas,
and their amptifications in the relevant para-
graphs, have profoundly influenced the crafr-
ing of democratic South Africa’s Constitution,
with its unequivocal commitment to human
and democraric rights. in the words of the
President, Mr., Thabo Mbeki, “The Freedom
Charter is not merely an historical document;
it remains still an important guide about the
direction in which we should take our coun-
try". (ANC Today, June 22, 2001).

However, the actual policies of the demo-
cratic Government in practice have, either by
choice or because of circumstances and com-
puisions bevond its controt, not always re-
mained true to the commitments and
promises made in the charter. This is not sur-
prising, for such is the case with even the maost
inspiring and scientifically crafied of manifes-
tos envisaging a whole new world, not to speak
of a new South Africa.

Democratic South Africa has also stopped
observing June 26 as Freedom Day which is
now officially observed on April 27, the anni-
versary of the day on which in (994 all adult
South Africans voted for the first time in a
democratic election.  Strictly speaking, April
27 should have found official recognition as
“Independence Day”, marking the transition
from colonial bondage to freedom and politi-
cal independence,

Perhaps, given the ambiguous way in which
the transition was negotiated, with no clear-
cut “winners and losers”, such demarcation
between the past and future was not possible.
Nevertheless, the differing perceptions of the

past, present and future of South Africa under-

lving these concepts, as indeed the positing
the concepts of “Freedom” and “Indepe
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CAPE TOWN, JUNE 24. The incident
involving the South African Presi-
dent, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, and Ms,
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, dur-
g the Youth Day rally at the Qr-
lando Stadium in Soweio on June
16, simply refuses 1o go away.

in ber own fiest public state-
ment an the incident, broadcast
in a SABC newscast on Sauwrday
night, Ms Madikizela- Mandela
denied that she was 1rving 10 hug
and kiss Mr. Mbeki. She only
wanted to ask for snme time 1o
see him. “When ]| bent down to
speak to the President, 1 was ac-
tually going o say to him, can 1
see him after he has delivered his
speech, that's all. I was not bend-
ing down t kiss and hug him as
the media has been saying'.

~Winnie_hits

a WBy M. §. Prabhakara Y\D -

However, she did dot blame the
media for its take ol the incidem
“because | am norrgally warm to
my colleagues, | am that sort of
person’.

Mare significantly, she spoke of
her unhappiness about the lack of
performance by the Government,
Underlining her supporthase, she
said: “You have no idea how it
pains me when | go to the squat-
ter camps and [ find therm worse
than they weve when | rold them
o vote the ANC and vote for a
better life, situaling the criticism
in the context of the commit-
ments made n the Freedom
{harrer.”

This is truly a hit, a palpable hig,
one might say. The Charter, a de-
fining document in the evolution
of the ANC from its original pet-
Hionist characier pleading for re-

dress of grievances of Africans
o 2 revolutionary organisation
committed to selze state power in

the nwme of Afl the People of

Sowth Africa, was adopted at a
Congress ol the People which met
aficr a long countrywide prepara-
tien and mobilisation at Klip-
town, Johannesburg; on june 16,
14955,

The simplicity, direciness and
efoquence  of the document,
which begins with the profoundly
moving formulation, South Africa
belongs to all who live in it, black
and white, has never been sur-
passed in any other ANC docu-
ment,

Though the economic policies
of the ANC Governrnent have by
and large bypassed those articles
of the Charter dealing, admittedly
in the form of very general formu-

back at Mbeki Govt.

lations, with the economy, the
document itself continues 1 be
acknowledged as  guiding the
South African revointion, an im-
portant guide about the direction
in which we should all 1ake our
cauntry, in the words of My, Mbe-
ki in his weekly Letter from the
ANC President in the latest issue
of ANC’s online weckly journal,
ANC Today.

Indeed, the joumal which has
been appearing without a break
since it was launched 22 issues
ago, despite propitecies o the
contrary, has been carrving over
the past few weeks articles on the
various clauses of the Charter,
with the weekly “lenier from the
ANC President’ in the Iatest issue
devoted entirely 1o the Charter's
forthcoming 46th anniversary.



inpie’s behaviour was wrong: Mbeki

‘ By M.S. Prabhakara ), %

CAPE TOWN, HUNE 23. Speaking for the first dize about
the very public brush-off he gave 1o Ms. Winnie Ma-
dikizeta-Mandela at the commemorative Yatith Day
rally in Orlandn Stacdium in Soweto on june 16, the
2ath enndversary of the beginning of the Soweto up-
rising, the President, Mr. Thabo Mbeki accused the
sentor ANC leader and president of the ANC wom-
en's league of disruptive and disrespectfid beha-
viour on what was a Stite oecasion. nor an ANC
occasion. He also disclosed thar Ms, Madikizela-
Mandela had defied his orders not 10 come on the
podivn but instead take her sear with other digni-
taries in froms of the stage.

I that incident, Ms. Madikizela-Mandela whe
made a late entrance te welcoming iulating cries of
her supporters, went up the podiune and tried to
greet Mr. Mbeki with a hug and a kiss, This was
rudely rebuffed by Mr. Mbeki who pushed ber awav
and in the process knocked her cap off. The whoie
incident was captured live gn national television.
The incident continues o he debated, 1t even fig-
ured during the debate on the budger vote of the
Presidency on Thursday.

Mr. Mbeki addressed the issue for the first time in
public &1 the very end of a one hour Q&A pro-
gramme broadeast hy the SABC nationally over ra-
dio and T.V. vesterday evening. The questions, sent
in by listeners and viewers, deaft with various as-
pects of economy, government, scrvice delivery, the
crime situation. etc., and were supplemented by fal-
Iw-ups by the two anchors.

The very last question asked by one of the an-
chiors, summing up nuinerous guestions on the
same subject by the lisieners and viewers, dealt with
the contretemps on Youth Day. In response, Mr.
Mheki sard: "It was incorrect for anvbody to arrive
late and arrive in the manner that happened, be-
cause that was obviously going to be disruptive. | do
not approve and 1 am not going to approve of beha-
viour that shows complete disrespect for anything
and everything. it is not vight. The disrespect shown
for that vceasion was 1ot good, | clearly wotidd have
winted to avoid interaction with her. But she comes
on stage when | say she should not and then she
marches up to me, We were listening to the chair-
person of the National Youth Comimission, and now
1 must stand up and be kissing and cuddling on a
State nccasion, [U's wrong, it's wrong. It would never
happened in any other coungry.”

[despite such categorical admoniton in words,
amplifying the physical brush-off, the incident is not
going 1o go away. The general secrerary of the South
African National Civic Organisation, a vital ally in
electoral batides, has expressed cancern at the ANC
stalement accusing Ms, Madikizela- Mandela of wy-
ing to enjoin the President imo her wmfoolery. Mr.
Mbeki, the statament said, was only protecting him-
self from this caper.

‘This is not the first time that Ms. Madikizela-Man

dela has drawn the ire of the ANC leadership. How-
ever, such reaction has alwavs been tempered by an
awareness of her undoubted mass appeal, in partic-
wlar among the African poor as well as women. Ms,
Madikizela-Mandela herself has frequenily spoken
of this support. For instance, during the lust Nation-
al Conference of the ANCWL in Rustenbury in April
1997, there were attempts by the ANC leadership 1o
secure the election of a political rival of hers within
the ANC Women's teague as president of the
League, To no avail, for Ms. Madikizela-Mandela
won a decisive victory, In her fiery acceptance
speech on that occasion, she took several swipes at
the ANC Governrment, rubbing i the fact that per-
sons within the ANC had tried to oust her without
SLCCESS,

Describing her re-election s an amazing voie of
confidence, she mocked the modia campaign
against ber fed by her opponents within the orga-
nisation as “‘a pathetic artempt caleulated to dam-
age mv election today.” in the process, she drew a
puinted contrast between “the three per cent acces-
sibility thar the media had with the 8.5 aiillion of my
peoaple in the squatter camps who cannot afford
your costly newspapers, radios and TV,



BRUSSELS, JUNE 8. A Belgian co day
found two Rwandan Roman Catholic
nuns guitty of helping Hutu militia mas-
sacre thousands of Tutsi refugees in
Rwanda’s 1994 genocide.

In a landmark ruling — the first time a
civilian jury in one country has judged
suspected war criminals from another
couniry — the jury of seven men and five
women also found a former Rwandan
Minister and a businessman guilty of war
crimes. The four were accused of aiding
Hutu exiremists butcher and burn over
5,000 Tutsi refugees who had sheltered in
a convent 1o flee the ethnic violence in
Rwanda seven years ago.

The two nuns, one a former Mother Su-
perior al the Suve Benedictine convent
near Butare in the south of the small cen-
tral African State, provided cans of petrol

~Nuns foung, guilty i ﬁwggg

dan genocide trial

ing the refugees. Sister Gertrude, 4%, tried
under her full ¢ivil name of Consolata
Mukangango, forced refugees to leave
her convent and go to a nearby health
centre. There they were massacred by
Huta militia using machetes, guns and
grenades,

Sister Gertrude and Sister Maria Kisito
(Julienne Mukabutera), 36, also provided
cans of petrol to killers who torched a
garage sheltering some 500 refugees. Vin-
cent Niezimana. 39, a former university
Physics professor, and Alphonse Higani-
ro, 52, a businesstnan and former Rwan-
dan TYransport Minister, collaborated
with Hutu radicals during the threec-
mopnth slaughter in which an estimated
800,000 Tutsis and moderate Huius were
kilied.

Prosecutors said Ntezimana had drawn
up a list of Tutsi families trying to escape
from Butare, knowing the list would be
used by Hutu extremists o hunt them
down, T{iganiro was found guifcy of or-
dering the death of a Tutsi family of eight.
Several countries, including Canada, and
human rights groups, watched the trial
closely as a test case for future action to
deter war criminals from seeking sanciu-
ary abroad.

In 1993, Belgium, the former colonial
power in Rwanda, gave its courts univer-
sal jurisdiction aver war criminals, what-
ever their nationality and wherever the
crimes were committed. Up to one mil-
lion Tutsis and moderate Hutus may
have been exterminated during the
three-month carnage. — Reulers.
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/M,\‘YTRC to submit final report in Dec.

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JUNE 5. The Truth and Reconcil-
iation Commission (TRC), in a state of sus-
pended animation since it submitted its
Interim Report to the then President, Mr. Nel-
son Mandela in October 1998, has revived it-
self.

The revival of the TRC comes in the wake of
a proclamation from the President, Mr. Thabo
Mbeki, recently dissolving the Amnesty Com-
mittee of the TRC with effect from May 31 on
the completion of its work.

The Presidential proclamation also sets De-
cember 31, 2001, for the final dissolution of
the TRC itself.

In the following seven months before it is
finally dissolved, the revived TRC will attend
to the task of compiling two more volumes of
its report which, together with the earlier five
volumes released in QOctober 1898, will consti-
tute its final report.

Of these two forthcoming velumes, accord-
ing to a TRC media release, Volume VI will
contain summaries concerning the circum-
stances of each victim identified through the
TRC process as a whole; and Volume VII will
contain the reports of the Amnesty Committee
and an account of the activities relating to Hu-
man Rights Violations and Reparations, sub-

Report of the TRC in October 1998.

It will also include any further issue which
the TRC may wish 1o deal with in amplifica-
tion of its October 1998 report, in the light of
the other reports referred to.

With the impending conclusion of the
whole TRC process, the Government is expect-
ed to take a final decision on the issue of pay-
ment of reparations to identified victims of
human rights violations.

The TRC went into a stale of suspension
following the submission of its report in five
volumes to Mr. Mandela, on October 29, 1998.
However, the Amnesty Committee of the TRC,
one of the three statutory Committees of the
TRC, continued its labours.

At the time of the submission of the Interim
Repoert in October 1998, the Amnesty Commilt-
tee had disposed of 5,000 of the amnesty ap-
plications of the 7,127 the TRC had received.
According to the latest consolidated figures (as
of 1 November 2000), the Amnesty Committee
had granted amnesty in respect of 849 appli-
cations while refusing amnesty in respect of
5,392 applications.

The Amnesty Committee recently finalised
hearing of all the pending amnesty applica-
tions and is currently in the process of finalis-
ing the decisions and other outstanding

One of the last major decisions faken by the
Amnesty Committee was to deny amnesty to
the notorious apartheid assassin, Fugene de
Kock, currently serving two life sentences {(and
other penalties) of various charges of murder,
torture and fraud, for the killing in 1992 of five
men and the blowing up by explosives of one
ol the dead bodies — one of the crimes for
which he received a life sentence.

Though the Conunittee had granted amnes-
ty to De Kaock in respect of ali his carlier appii-
cdations relaling to 54 other crimes, including
12 murders, the denial of amnesty in this case
means that the killer will remain for the rest of
his life in prison,

According to the legislation that gave birth
to the TRC, the Commission was expected to
coimplete its task, including the completion of
jts repaort, “within a period ol 18 months from
its constitution or a further period not exceed-
ing six months.

[n the event, having “come into being” on
December 15, 1995, when the Commission
was formally inaugurated by Mr. Mandela,
even the submission of its interim report was
delaved by over ten months beyond the ini-
tialty mandated deadline.

A little more than three further vears will
have elapsed before the task isfinally complet-

sequent to the submission of the Interim  matters. ed.
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JOHANNESBURG (SOUTH AFRICA), MAY 26. The US’}/
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin L. Powell, called
‘on: the Zimbabwean President, Mr. Robert
‘Mugabe, on Friday to “‘submit 1o the law and
‘the will of the people” in a fair and (ree presi-
dential election next year instead of elinging to
power. [n a speech assessing the state of Afri-
ca, Gen. Powell praised the Presidents in
countries like Mali, Senegal and Ghana who
‘had stepped aside or had agreed to do so in
favour of 4 new generation of leaders. But in
his address to students at the University of
Witwatersrand here, he characterised Mr. Mu-
gabe. who has drawn international criticism
for a land-seizure programme and tottering
cconomy, as 4 throwhack to the days of Afri-
can strongmen.

Mr. Mugabe has led Zimbabwe for more
than two decades, first as Prime Minister and
since December 1987 as President. 1 hope we
can put the right kind of political pressure an
him so that he will yield to the desire of the
‘peaple to have a frec and fair election,” Gen.
Powell said, “and that he will bring war veter-
ans under control so they stop terrorising the
communities in Zimbabwe, and that he will
take action to deal with land issues and all the
other issues in a democratic process, not
through totalitarian methods.”

At least 34 people died in the period leading

up to last June's parliamentary elections,
while thousands more were beaten, raped,
Kidnapped or otherwise intimidated.
' Gen. Powell’s remarks drew a stern re-
sponse from the Government in Zimbabwe.
““The Americans must not try to impose Jead-
ers on us,” said Mr. Didymus Mutasa, Foreign
Affairs Secretary for the governing Zimbabwe
African National Union- Patriotic  T'ront.
“They must keave us alone and mind their own
business. The issue of wha leads Zimbabwe is
an issue for Zimbabweans alone.”

But Gen. Powell said South Africa would ul-
timately suffer from instability he said was at-
tributable to Mr. Mugabe. “It is liable 1o
become a problem for South Africa if the sit-
uation gets so bad in Zimbabwe that they start
to come across into South Africa,” he said.
“That is why we are pressing for a more re-
sponsible set of political acts on the part of

%be in order ro aveid the kind of crisis that
towly building.”  Earlier on Friday, Gen.
Powell heard emotionat pleas for help from a
rooful of people affected by AIDS as he
toured a clinic that is trying to cantrol the
explosion of the disease in the sprawling and
struggling township of Soweto. One by one,
people who had lost relatives to the disease
and were now facing looming death them-
selves described how AIDS was ravaging their
communities, fuelled by a lethal mix of myth,
ignorance, carclessness and Government ne-
glect. So high is the infection rate here that
during the course of Gen. Powell's stay, offi-
ctals said another 1,700 people across South
Africa had died of AIDS.  “You're an Afri-
can,”” Ms. Prudence Mabele told Gen. Powell,
describing a grim life of discrimination and

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, hgs HIV/AIDS infected children

“Abide by law, Powell tells Mugabe

rejection for those like her who carry the virus,
“As an African, you must see to it that Africa’s
issues are taken into consideration. We are
facing a form of AIDS apartheid where as a
young woman you cannot build a future.”

But he oftered no new dollars on Friday and
characterised the problem as a complicated
one that 11.5. money itself would not solve. "It
is a health care problem, but it is also a prob-
lem of poverty,” he said. “It is a problem of the
environment. It is a problem of family and
culture. It requires engagement by the Gov-
ernment.”’ But AIDS was not the only problem
that Gen. Powell focused. In the university
speech, he outlined his dream of a continent
free of the kind of regionai conflicts tearing at
places like Cango, Sierra Leone and Sudan. —
New York Tirmes

on the second day of his visit to South Africa. — AFP

at Hope WorldWide, a clinic in the Johannesburg township of Soweto, on Friday/,
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THIOPIA IS  unibué

among African countfies

in that it is the only ¢ne

which, though briefly dn-
der Halian occupaton, was never
colonised. Hence, it has no formal
‘independence day’, though it has
three ‘national days’. The first,
March 2, commemorates Ethio-
pia’s victory at Adwa over the in-
vading Italian armed forces in
1896 — the only fullscale war,
leaving aside individual battles,
won by an African country against
a European power. The second,
April 5, called Liberation Day,
commernarates the return of Em-
peror Haile Selaisse to Addis Aba-
ba in 1941, marking the end of
Italian occupation during the sec-
ond world war. The third, May 28,
commemorates the end to the
Derg regime on that day in 1991.

The three days, which along
with May Day constitute the only
four national holidays, mark con-
nections and continuities whose
relevance is all too contemporary,
though one of the days commem-
orates an event over a cenfury
ago. The days also constitute de-
fining moments in the modern

How authentic are the
democratic credentials
of Ethiopia’s present

CGrovernment?
M. 8. Prabhakara
says there are
10 easy answers.

history of this ancient land. The
victory at Adwa under Emperor
Menelik 11 marked the beginning
of a process of unification and
modernisation, “laying the eco-
aomic foundations of the modern
Ethiopian state”, The process was
carried forward with greater vi-
gour under Haile Selaisse who
succeeded Menelik II after a pro-
longed and astutely conducted
internal dynastic struggle. The
process of unification of the Eih-
iopian state had a new element of
expansionism, the true mark of a
self-proclaimed imperial regime,
cuiminating in the annexation of
Eritrea.

However, the very forces re-
leased during this process of ex-
pansionism and consolidation,
which Haile Selaisse sought to
control and direct, ultimately
consumed the Emperor and his
imperial pretensions in July 1574,

The policies of the Derg {'Com-
mittee’) regime under Haile Ma-
riam Mengistu, though opposed
to the imperial regime in every
way, were marked by important
elements of continuity, in partic-

ular the further conselidation of
the state including the annexed
Eritrea. Eritrea had been 'inte-
grated' into Ethiopia as a ‘federat-
ed province', with a measure of
autonomy, after the Second
World War ‘through an arrange-
ment between Haile Selaisse and
the victorious allied powers. Its
enforced ‘integration’ into Ethio-
pia in November 1962 was the
spark. as it were. that led to the
Eritrean armed struggle for inde-
pendence which ended nearly 30
years later in victory, coinciding
with the fall of the Derg regime, in
May 1991,

How has the country fared es-
pecially in the area of national
consolidation, always problemat-
icin complex and ethnically high-
ly diverse societies such as

Ethiopia where historically there
have always been rivalries be-
tween the three largest ethnic
groups, the Oromo, the Amhara
and the Tigray? More crucially,
how authentic are the democratic
credentials of the present Govern-
ment which came to power at the
culmination of a struggle against
‘feudalism and dictatorship™? Or
has Tigrayan dominance replaced
Amhara dominance?

There are no easy answers. The
integration of Eritrea into Ethio-
pia has been reversed, denying
once again the long cherished de-
sire of Ethiopians for an access to
the sea. The “socialist experiment’
under Derg which overthrew the
Selaisse regime, despite its admit-

ted excesses, released farces
whose causal and even ideolog-
ical links to the atmed struggle
against the Derg itself are all too
obvious. That struggle culminat-
ed in the victory of the Fthiopian
People's Revolutionary Demeo-
cratic Front {EPRDF], comprising
several ethnically arganised re-
gional opposition groups whose
dominant component was and
continues to be the Tigray Peo-
pie’s Liberation Front (TPLF), in
altiance with the older insurgency
in Eritrea led by the Eritrean Peo-
ple's Liberation Front (EPLF). The
two insurgencies were based in
areas whose people shared ethnic
identities, for the nuances of dit-
ferences between the people of
Tigray and Eritrea are difficult to
comprehend even for many Fth-

Ethiopian women ceiebrate the fali of the Derg, the former military Government of Col. Mengistu

Haile Mariam, in this file photo.

iopians; and whose leadership
shared a common ideology.

Hence, the incomprehension in
much of the outside world when
less than four years later, the two
countries went t¢ war over a bor-
der where, te quote from a differ-
ent context in a differem
continent, ‘not a blade of grass
grows’. As the issues have become
unravelled since the agreement
on cessation of hostilities (June
2000) and the signing of a ‘com-
préhensive peace accord’ {De-
cember  2000), the deeper
differences thar had existed be-
twveen the TPLIF and the EPLF,
united under a commaon cause,
are becoming clear.

Apart from the conflict with Eri-
trea which, of its nature, admits

ﬁthiopia simmers

no easy solution, the Government
is faced with the perennial chal-
lenge of consolidation of the Eth-
inpian state. An even more crucial
challenge is the consolidation of
the democratic order, onty which
can ensure the consolidation of
the state. However. for a system
and a people long accustoned 1o
autocratic order from above, this
simple truth is difficult to com-
prehend. Thus, the harshness of
the Government in handling even
the most legitimate kind of pro-
tests, as was the case with the stu-
dent protests last month in which
over 40 people were killed. Hence,
too, the utter negativity of the
criticism of the Government by
the fragmented and (in Parlia-
ment} numerically insignificant
Opposition.

One of the more serious charg-
es made by the Opposition is that
the EPRDF is pursuing a policy of
‘ethnic  federalism’ which will
lead, inescapably, to the disinie-
gration of Ethiopia. Underlyving
this criticism is the assumption
that Ethiopia had achieved na-
tional integration under the im-
perial regime, that there had been
a consolidaton of an Bthiopian
identity shared by all its diverse
peaple,

The fact, however, is that the
centralised state of the imperial
regime was chailenged even in its.
heyday by organised or unorga-
nised revolis, as indeed is the case
with the present Government, be
it by banditry or insurgencies.
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“African Union comes
w-sinto being today

¢ Day. Today is also the eve of t

By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MAY 25. Today is

formal and legal rransformation of
the Organisation of African Unjon
(0AL)), founded on this day in
1963, into another structure called
African Unien (AU). From tomor-
row, the QAU becomes the African
Union.

It was on this day in 1963 that
heads of State and government of
the then independent 32 African
States gathered in Addis Ababa

o and adopted the Charter of the

Organisation of African Unity. Ac-
curding to a contemparary ac-
count of the eveut, the Charter
was signed by 30 heads of State
and government within half an
hour the following day, with Mo-
roceo and Togo ratifying the Char-
ter later. Emperor Haile Selaisse,
who chaired the founding confer-
ence, expressed the hope that this
continental union, would last “a
thousand years™.

However, Lhis 38th anniversary

. of the founding of the QAU will he

its last as the QAU is now well on
the way to formally reinventing it-
self as the African Union when it

i holds its three-day annual summit

in Lusaka, Zambia, en July 9-11
this year — the last QAlJ summit
and the first AU summit,

The process of transformation
af the QAU into AU began with the

- adoption at the fifth extraordinary

summit of the QAU art Sirte, Libya,
of what has come to be known as
the Sirte Declaration of Septem-
ber Y, 1999, The date is now in-
vested with a numerological
mystiyue, referred to in OAU doc-
wmnents as 9.9.99. The next stage
was the adoption of the Constitu-

tive Act of the African Union
(CAATD at the QAU summit in
Lome, Togo, in July, effectively re-
placing the QAL charter.

Unlike the OAU charter which
was ratified within hours of its
adoption, the threc-stage process
of signing, ratifving and deposit-
ing the instruments of accession
of the CAAT has been rather mare
pralonged. According to Article 28
of the CAALJ, the Act shall “enter
into force" 30 days after at least 36
of the 53 member-States complete
this process. With an appropriate
symbaolism, the last two member-
States which completed this proc-
ess were twn of the maost infiuen-
tial and powerful countries of
sub-Saharan Africa. South Africa,
the 35th OAU member to deposit
the instruments of accession, did
so on April 23, and Nigeria, the
36th AU member to do so, fol-
lowed suit on Aprii 26. Thus, on
May 26, 30 days after Nigeria's ac-
cession, the Constitutive Act af-
tains the legal requiremont for
entering into force.

Why an African Union? Accord-
ing to the Sirte Declaration, the
decision was taken after extensive
deliberation “‘on the ways and
means of strengthening our centi-
nental Organisation to make it
more effective so as to keep pace
with the political, economic and
social developments taking place
within and outside our conti-
nent”. This is abnut the rlosest
that the QAL has come to admit-
ting rhat it has been less than ef-
fective during the 38 years of its
existence.

Will the ATT be more effective? It
is true thar the Constitutive Act
provides for several new stractur-
es like the Pan African Parliament
and a Court of Jjustice. It also
makes the necessary genuflectjon
to the promotion of “democratic
principles and institutions, pop-
ular participation and good gov-
ernance’”’. It is all somewhat like
the curate’s egg, good in paits. For
instance, unlike the OAU whose
“Principles” inctuded an inviola-
ble commitment to “non-inferfe-
rence in the internal affairs of
member-States”, the CAAU ac-
knowledges “the right of the
Union to intervene in @ Member-
State pursuant to a decision of the
Assembly lof the Heads of State
and Government of the Union| in
respect of grave circumstances,
namely: war crimes, genocide and
crimes against humanijty”. How-
ever, the CAAUJ also recognises
“the right of Member-States 1o re-
quest infervention from the Union
in order o restore pedce and secu-
rity” -—- a provision which may
well be used to suppress with oui-
side help legitimate domestc dis-
sent. it 1s much too early in the
day for any judgment on how the

new structure will work, /
-
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/Dissension in Ethiopia’ s ruling party deepens

By M.S. Prabhakara

ADDIS ABABA, MaY 18, The assassi-
nation over the weekend of Eth-
iopia‘s security chief, Mr. Kinfe
Gebremedhin, is clearly linked to
the ongeing political struggle
within rhe Tigray People’s Liber-
ation Front (TPLF), the dominant
party in the ruling Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic
Front (EPRDF).

This was among the points
made by Mr. Haitu Shawel, presi-
dent of the All Amhara People's
Organisation, one of the opposi-
tion parties in a still incipient alli-
ance of four opposition parties,
in a conversation with this corre-
spondent.

Kinfe was shot dead on the
morning of Mav 12, by a serving
major of the Ethiopian Armed
Forces white entering the Armed
Forces Officer's Club in Addis
Ababa. His alleged assailant, Ma-
jor Tsehaye Woldeselassie, was
apprehended on the spot, ac-
cording 1o a radio report.

0
Kinfe, whose official desi

tion was Head of the Federal Se-
curity and Irmigration
Authority, was also a high- rank-
ing member of the TPLF, being a
member of hoth its central com-
mittee and the polithuro.

The TPLF saw a split last
month with 12 dissident mem-
bers of the 30-member central
committee walking out. Two of
them, one of whom was Kinfe,
later returned io the fold,

However, according to Mr.
Hailu, Kinfe was really not a dis-
sident ar ail but actually a close
confidante of Mr. Meles Zenawi,
the Prime Minister and Chairman
of the TPLF, “keeping an eye” on
the dissidents. This puts a wholly
different complexion on the as-
sassination, Mr. Hailu said.

As is so often the case with a
political party seemingly en-
trenched in power, the most seri-
ous challenge to the TPLF since it
won its political and military vie-
tory against the regime of Men-
gistu Haile Mariam in May 1991

has come from mt}ilﬂ TPLF
itself,

Among the dissidents\ are Mr,
Tewolde Wolde Mariggn, the
Number Two man in the TPLF
hierarchy and Mr. Gebru Asrat, a
former president of the Tigray
National Regional State.

Tigray, one of the eight “'na-
tional regional States” that ton-
stitutes the Federal Republic of
Ethiopia since it was reconstitut-
ed in 1994 following Eritrea’s in-
dependence in May 1993, is the
home base of the TPLF,

Indeed, opponents of the Gov-
ernment maintain that the politi-
cal philesophy of the TPLF,
which thev characterise as “'eth-
nic federalism’”, is deliberately
crafted with an explicit encour-
agement toe such naticnal or sub-
national political mobilisation,
reversing the “Ethiopian nation-
alism” forged over a century of
imperial rule — and 17 vears of
the Derg (committee), the name
by which the regime of Mengistu
is generally known.

1§ MAY 20

The debate on this issue is end-
less, for it is also true that the
“Ethiopian nationalism”™ alleged-
ly crafted during imperial rule
was undoubtedly in tatters in the
years of imperial decline.

However, it is also true that
victory of the TPLF and its ad
sumption of office and power
has, inevitably, led to the feeling
of being marginalised among the
Amhara people, for over a centu-
ry the politically dominant group
from which the Lthiopian ruling
class was drawn.

This sense of alienation be-
comes evident even in the most
casual conversations with  the
Ambhara pcopie, and is indeed a
central issue in FEthiopian poli-
tics. In so far as their numbers go,
the Oromo people are the most
numercus, closely followed by
the Ambara and the Tigray.

Ambharic, the language of the
Amhara people, ts the most wide-
Iy spoken language in Ethiopia
and is indeed irs official language.

———————
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~~Ethiopia cracks

By M.S. Prabhakara MO’ \g/huycmting classes aﬂ\{re{using to vacate the

L

1 W\%
ADDIS ABABA, MAY 13. The arrests eartlier this
week ol two human righes activists, Prof.
Mestin WoldeMariam, a founder and former
President of the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council, and Dr. Berhanu Nega, a leading
economist and a former President of the Eth-
jopian Economic Association, are the latest
in the Government’s action against the cur-
rent turmoil on the campuses.

Both the human rights activists have been
accused repeatedly by the Ethiopian author-
ities of “inciting” and “instigating’’ the ongo-
ing student turbulence on the academic
campuses in the country, in particular, the
Addis Ababa University campus.

There have heen repeated clashes between
the police and protesting students demand-
ing academic and democratic freedoms in
the AAY since early last month.

The students’ demands include, among
other things, withdrawal of the police force
from the campus, release of arrested students
and a democratic environment on the cam-
pus,

I the most serious autbreak of violence on
April 17 and April 18 which spread into the
commercial centre of the city, over 40 per-
sons were killed and several hundred arrest-
ed.

Defving several ultimatums from the Gov-
erniment, the majority of students have heen

campus.

Il the face-off continues, the authorities
may decide to close the university.

The political signiticance of student mil-
itancy in Ethiopia, which after all was one of
the key factors that brought down the Haile
Selaisse regime, is not lost on the Govern-
ment and the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revo-
lutionary Democratic Front (EFRDY).

Though enjoying an overwhelming dom-
inance both in the Council of People’s Repre-
sentatives and the Federal Council, the two
Houses of Parliament in Edhiopia, the EPRD
has, however, from the beginning biamed the
disturbances on the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council and the Council of Alternative Forces
of Peace and Democracy in Ethiopia
(CAFPDE] — the latter a coalition of opposi-
tion “forces” rather than “parties”. One of
the components of the CAFPDE is the Coali-
tion of Ethiopian Democratic Forces, some of
whose leading figures were closely associated
with the ousted Mengistu regime, is de-
scribed by Mr, Tecola W. Hargos, a leading
political analyst, as a “mirror image” of the
rufing Ethiopian Peaple's Revolutionary
Democratic Front,

Indeed, this spin on the student protests
and their alleged linkage with human rights
activists and, even more significanily, the
linkages between the protests and those
vearning for the two preceding regimes, was

down on student protests

explicitly given by Dr. Kinfe Abraham, Chief
Political Adviser to the Foreign Minister, in a
conversation with this correspondent.

While conceding that the alleged links had
still to be established, Dr. Abraham, however,
maintained that the prozests were being ma-
nipulated both by die-hard maonarchists
dreaming of the return to the old order and
by those who were closely associated with
the Derg (the Committee) — the dreaded
name by which the regime of Mengistu was
known,

However, student protests are not the only
prohlem that the ruling party faces. Far more
serious is the recent split in the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (I'PLF), the leading
and the most influential component of the
EPRDF with 12 of its 30 central committee
metnbers heing expelled.

Though two of the dissidents have since
returned to the party fold, the fact is that a
third of the central committee has pushed
their political and ideological differences
with the TPLF party leadership beyond the
point of return.

The issues on which the dissidents differ
from the majority in the central committee
relate as much to the performance of the
TPLF in the Government over the past 10
years as to the future ideological direction of
the party, in particular, the departures from
its earlier Marxist orientation.

THE HINDU

18 MAY 20



/

By K.V. Krishnaswamy

JOHANNESBURG, MAY 9.1 ever a metropolis can
represent a nation, Johannesburg certainly
does. It is 4« microcusm of today’s South Africa
with all the diversities, deep divisions, all the
hopes and uncertainties of the post-apartheid
society. The most visible evidence of the two
worlds that constitute this country is here in
abundance,

One comes to South Africa prepared for un-
pleasant surprises right from arrival at the in-
ternational airport, with friend and foe
warning you of lurking armed criminals (that
this proved unwarranted is another matter: it
served to put you on alert). But such antici-
pation of disaster in no way cushions the im-
pact as vou emerge from the glamour of the
airport into fohannesburg, hailed as the gold-

INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA — I

cn heartbeat of Africa. Awaiting vou is a be-
wildering spectacle.

Past the airport you get a glimpse of the
unsettling mix of hope and despair that is the
city. Across the highway is a new hotel com-
plex that can put to shame the most modern
fortress, with the gun-toting security guards
looking as formidable as the steel gates. The
rainbow nation's largest and most vibrant city
is a showpiece: its large lakes, botanical gar-
dens, the cheetah farm and lon park, and
sport and recreational facilities rival the at-
tractions of business and commerce for atten-
tion.

Amid all this is the downtown where the
rural unemployed in their thousands have
crammed themselves in, hoping to see the
light of day sooner rather than later. The land
of opyﬂunities has, since the ¢nd of apar-

Two worlds in one )¢

theid, acted as the magnet to attract the rhiral
unemployed. As the Government tries to cgpe
with the rush, fully svmpathising with the %s-
pirations of the dispossessed populatian,
there has arizsen a bizarre situation.

The downtown secms taday like a cigy under
siege. Admittedly, downtowns have, true to
character, their macho identity marks: crowd-
ed with the poorest of poor, unending crime
and violence, fear ruling the streets, large
apartment camplexes in tumbledown condi-
tion, pavernents filled to overflowing with pey-
ishable and perishing goods, pcdestrians
freely spilling on to roads. Some of these might
be everyday scenes in India, But here in Jo-
hannesburg the downturn bas ather markers
that must be exclusively its own: boarded up
business houses and an atmosphere of decay.
If you were coming into town after visits to
Cape Town or other cities, the sight could
prove to be disconcerting, even disturbing.
The contrast hits you in the eye,

In the past decade, apparently ever since
the fall of apartheid became certain, the city's
mainly white population which had been the
bulwark of the racist minority regime began to
move into the suburbs. Business houses took
the lead, some of them leaving their posh
buildings in the downtown area blocked with
brick and mortar. The stock exchange was
among the last to move out, now housed in a
resplendent structure off a new shopping mall
that is being touted as a rival to the Sun City,
venue of international beauty pageants.

Abandoned by the whites who have moved
to the posh suburbs, parts of the city have
been taken over by the rural unemployed.
Their aspirations, suppressed for decades by
the racist regime, have begun to he heard loud
and clear. For South Africa’s revolution to suc-
ceed, these aspirations need to be met early.

(Conclude

THE HINDU
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By K.V. Krishnaswamy

i JOHANNESBURG, MAY 8. Two of the
tributaries of the mighty Ama-
zon, themselves nearly as gi-
gantic, flow side by side for
nearly five kilometers off the
exotic coastal town of Manaus
in Brazil before joining the
main river, One of the two is
called the Negro, deriving its
name from the colour of its wa-
ter which turns a deep black
and extremely dense because
of the decaying foliage up-
stream. The difference in den-
sity results in a curious
phenomenon: the waters of the
fwo tributaries never mix and
flow alongside each other till
they flow into the Amazon.

This bizarre phenomenon
kept coming back to mind dur-
ing a short visit to South Africa,
a natien deeply divided by a
common destiny, with (wo
streams of people running par-
alle] who never seem destined
to arrive at a meeting point.
The contrast is not strikingly
apparent in cities like Cape
Town or Durban but in the

countryside — besides in Jo-
hannesburg, the primal apar-
theid cemtre — it is too

obnoxiously pervasive to be
missed, The experience left but
one impression: the slowness
of the post- apartheid demo-
cratic process to remove racial
inequalities may begin to sow
the sceds of instability.

In restaurants and resorts,
housing complexes, shopping
malls and wherever else vis-
itors have to do business with
the local poepulation, one could
spot the difference in living
styles, much like in key West-
ern European cities that have
begun more and more to de-
pend en immigrant labour to
oil the machine of opulence,
The only difference here, a fun-

“A nation haunted by

damental difference, of course.}((

is that, unlike the Turks in Ger-
many, the Astans in Briiain or
the north Africans in France,
those on the wrong side of the
scale of life in South Africa are
the majority population, the
natives and not those refugees
of poverty crowding Europe.
Seven years after the great
revolution that brought down
the repressive white minority
regime of apartheid, hope ap-
pears to remain a deferred
dream for the majority popula-
tion in South Africa. Believe it
instantly if someane tells you
that South Africa is an uneven
mix of the first world and third
world, the former peopled pre-
dominaatly by the whites and
the latter exclusively by the na-
tives. Natives constitute nearly

INSIDE S. AFRICA — |

three quarters of the approxi-
mately 37 million population
of South Africa, 15 per cent are
whites and the rest are of Indi-
an origin and the coloured.

Clearly, urban centres like
Cape Town, Durban and Preto-
ria can match any European
city for their infrastractural
and other facilities and their
lifestyle. The first world is very
much alive in these cities. It is
here that you meet the new
black middle class that is said
to be emerging and on which
the hope of a democratic,
peaceful evolution of South
Africa rests.

It was during the long drives
across Western and Eastern
Cape and in KwaZulu-Natal
that one had glimpses of pover-
ty and deprivation, These were
certainly not uncharacteristic
of a third world nation. But the
stariling detail was that this
cruel poverty seemed to be af-

flicting only the blik
tion. The squalor
residential areas, n
called townships bec
the racial overtones of thie past,
and the absence of basic’amen-
ities stand out in contrast (o
the facilities that the whites
have built for themselves |
across the country.

Often, one saw black school
children laden with books and
bags, tired labourers and the
aged and the infirm standing in
the road margins under the
neon sun, seeking lifts from ve-
hicles speeding by. The lack of
confidence and of hope that
their thumbs up signs will meet
with soime positive response
was fully reflected in their de-
spondent faces.

In fact, the most striking im-
pression of travel in the coun-
try was the absence of public
transport. You met even a stray
cyclist but hardly any buses for
the common man, Everything
in free South Africa seemed
still focussed on the needs of
the rich, the white: the miles
and miles of highways, the inns
on the wayside and the en-
chanting resorts by the vast ex-
panses of beaches. The high
guality of the facilities availa-
ble on the tourist trall in even
small towns like Knysna and
George made one wonder
where South  Africa’s  third
world was lying hidden.

But that countryside is stir-
ring, though it appears that
apartheid’s legacy is taking
time to wipe out. The longer
the delay, the greater the threat
to the stability of the country,
and consequently, of the conti-
nent. The dilemmas facing the
country were fully reflected in
Johannesburg, which present-
ed a bewildering picture. /

/
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LUSAKA (ZAMBIA), MAY 5. In a shock announcemeit,
the Zambian President has said he will not stand for
a controversial third term as President, and an-
. nounced the immediate dissolution of his Cabinet.

“1 will leave office at the end of my term.” the
President, Mr. Fredrick Chiluba said in a late-night
television address to the nation. “That had always
been my position and | have never said anything to
the contrary. [ still stand by my word.”

Zambia's Constitution currently restricts Presi-
dents to serving two terms, but Mr. Chiluba was
widely expected to try to have it changed to enable
him to extend his 10-year reign. But that engendered
fierce opposition within the counry, the ruling
Movement for Multi-party Democracy party, and
even his own Cabinet. Nine government Ministers
and 12 legislators have been fired from the ruling
party this week for opposing 2 third term.

Anncuncing the dissolution of his Cabinet, Mr.
Chiluba said Zambia needed Ministers who served
the Government and the peopie. “This will facilitate
the constitution of.a government that wilk function
in harmony,”” hesdid. Mr. Chiluba’s remarks come a
fan legislators opposed to him seek-

w-f‘%limba dissolves Cabinet

ing a third term in office moved to have
peached for flouting the nation’s Canstitutjon.

Sixty-five legislators petitioned on Thursddy for an
urgent parliamentary session by next week,
lawmakers planned an impeachment motign. Mr.
Chiluba's opponents say he is still hoping for a refer-
endum that would enable him to stand again once
he has vacated his post. The impeachment motion,
launched by the former Local Government Minister,
Mr. Ackson Sejani, comprises seven complaints
against Mr. Chiluba, including proposals that would
have enahled him to run for a third term and allega-
tions that Mr. Chiluba illegally diverted public mon-
ev.

A former trade unionist, Mr. Chiluba, 38, won
Zambia's first democratic elections in 1991, ousting
long-time ruler Kenneth Kaunda, who led the nation
to independence from British colonial rule in 1964.

Meanwhile, police fired tear gas at opponents of
Mr. Chiluba rallying in Zambia's capital on Satur-
day, and the erowd respanded by stoning govern-
ment vehicles. Chaos engulfed lusaka's city centre
for almost three hgurs before the protesters dis-
persed. — AP /
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' ADDIS ABABA, MAY 4. The forthcoming summit meeting

‘OAU to reincarnate itself!

w9 By M.S. Prabhakara

the Orga-
nisation of African Unity at Lusaka {July 9-11), the 37thWAssembly of
Heads of State and Governmient since the organisation wadfounded on
May 25, 1963, will be the last OAU surmmit. During this rheeting, the
0AU will “dissolve itself” at least in its present nomenclalure, to rise
again, if not exactly like the phoenix, as the African Union at the next
Assembly of African Heads of State and Govetnment which will be held
in South Africa next year. Wi )

With more than the required 36 members of the OAU {two thirds of
the total OAU membership of 53) having deposited the instrument of

" ratification of the Constitutive Act of the African Union {CAAL)) at the
i end of April, the original character of the OAU will now be replaced by

* days long before the process of decolonisation began by African ideo-
i logues on the continent and in the African Diaspora, is once again

i both a pan-African Parliament and the Court of Justice. While these

the end of this month by the CAAU and the African Union (AU). The
only remaining formal requirement for the new Act to enter into force is
the 30- day period after the deposit of instrument of ratification by
two-thirds of the member-States of the OAU.

Thus, yet another dream and vision of African Unity, articulated from

being given shape, a local habitation and a name. The present process,
driven in the main by the Libyan leader, Muammar Gadhafi, which
began with the Sirte Declaration of September 9, 1999, has taken less
than two years to reach its completion.

At least in two crucial respects, the CAAU marks a departure from the
OAU character. One, the provision for a pan- African Parliament; and
two, a court of justice. For the present, the pan-African Parliament will
have an equal number of representatives (five, of whom one shall be a
woman) from all the member-States of the OAU, though “in principle”
the idea of proportional representation has been accepted. The Treaty
establishing the African Economic Community already provides for

were intended originally 1o discuss and arbitrate on economic matters,
the CAAU substantially expands this mandate.

The detailed “protocols” governing the composition, powers and
functions of these two putative institutions are yet to be worked out.
Nevertheless, the concept and the implied acceptance of the suprema-
¢y of pan-African structures over national structures, marks a signif-
icant departure from normative concepts of national sovereignty.

In a conversation with this correspondent at the OAU headquarters,
Mr. Faustin Kinuma, head of the OATl's Policy and Prograrame Co-
ordination Office, maintained that member-States of the African Union
must be prepared to surrender what he characterised as “second de-

| gree sovereignty” for the collective good of the Community. In such an

arrangement, decisions taken by structures of the African Upgigh have

 have precedence nver national legislation, he said.




“U.N. panel yet to demarcate
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ADDIS BBABA, MAY 3. The recent establishment
of a 5-km-wide Temporary Security Zone
(TSZ} hlong the border between Fritrea and
Lithiopja, according to Mr Legwaila Joscph
Legwalla, Special RKepresentative of the TN
Secretary General and Head of UNMEE, is a
“penultimate step in the solution of the Echio-
pia-Eritrea conflict™.

Perhaps no recent war on this continent has
been more fiercely fought, and more ditficult
to comprehend, than the three-vear conflict, a
war secmingly over disputes about the border
between the two countries. The belligerents,
in particular the leadership of the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front, the dominant party in
the ruling coalition in Ethiopia, going under
the name of the Ethiopian Peoples Revolu-
tionary Democratic Front, and the Eritrea Peo-
ple's Liberation Front, have been the closest of
friends and comrades in arms who fought long
and hard to oust the Mengistu regime. Fur-
ther, the two parties co-operated with ¢ach
other in ensuring that an independent Eritrea
would emerge following a peacetul agree-
ment. And vet, less than five years after Eritrea
became independent, it was engaged in a bit-
ter conflict with its erstwhile comrade, The
costs sa far: some 750,000 internally disptaced
persons; and an estimated 65,000 killed in Eri-
trea alone.

The agreement on the cessation of hostil-
ities signed between the two countries in Al-
giers on June 28 last year, marking the
beginning of the end to the bloody conflict
that began in May 1998, provides for the es-
tablishmient of a 187, "a tempaorary measure
which in no way prejudges the final status of
any contested arcas”, along with the deploy-
ment of a U.N. peace- keeping mission and
the creation of a military co-ordination com-
mission, in order to create a climate of confi-
dence and ‘“conditions conducive to a
comprehensive and lasting settlement of the
conflict”. The June 28, 2000 agreement on the
cessation of hostilities was followed by anoth-
er comprehensive peace agreement signed on
December 12, which provides that the two

arties shatl permanently terminate military

thiopia-Eritrea border

By M. S. Prabhakara - [.}’ hostilities. A most notable feature of the cur-

rent situation on the Eritrea-Fthiopia border is
that though the two sides remain deeply divid-
cd, the ceasefire itself has held. This does con-
trast with the two ather tof the many) areas af
conflict on the continent, Angola and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, where the
LN, has been invelved as peace-keeper.

In a 50-minute-long conversation with this
correspondent at the UNMEE olfices in the
LCA complex here, Mro Legwaila, sounded
posttive and upbear about he state of the
peace process. LJescribing the observance of
the June 12, 2000 Agreement as something .
that was doomed to succeed, Mr Legwaila
said: “The peace process has held because
cven before the UN. entered, the parties
themselves realised thart the war was a terrible,
tragtc mistake, and an embarrassment’.

With the creation of the TSZ, the UN. mis-
sion had come to an end of its most importam
task “except that we cannot get our until the
border is demarcated . Indeed, Mr. Legwaila
expected the mandate of UNMLUL, currently
expended up to September 15, to be renewed.
“[ can assure you that by September 15, the
Border Cormnmission will be nowhere near
completing its work. Our presence here is link-
ed with the work of the Border Commission
fard) T will not be surprised if we have up to
twn mare extensions’. Mr Legwaila said.

The next major task was the delimitation |
and demarcation of the border bhetween the
two countrics, disagreement over which led to
the war, by the [nternational Boundary Com-
mission, which will function from the ague.
However, the two sides continue to remain
divided over the personnel of the Boundary
Commission.

Another disagreement noted by the UN,
Sceretary General in his report to the Security
Council relates to the larger scale operational
map of the border used by the UNMEEL.
Amuong the other tasks that remain to be done
are the exchange of prisoners of war and civil-
ian internees still held by both sides, clearance
of mines, and the return of the internally dis-

placed persons to their hemes. /
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o Thabo Mbeki faces a se-

rious threat to his leader-
ship after an attempt to discred-
it three senior members of
South Africa’s ruling African
National Congress.

Challenges for the ANC's top
five posts are said to be almost
inevitable after the three men,
Cyrii Ramaphosa, Tokyo Sex-
wale and Mathews Phosa, were
accused of being invelved in a
plot to oust the President.The
unsubstantiated claims provok-
ed criticismm from the former
President, Nelson Mandela, and
howls of protest from inside and
outside the party.

“The irony is that there was no
challenge before this week. But
the ineptitude, the mishandling
and the paranoia now make it
very likely that the President
will be challenged during next
year's ANC party congress,” one
ANC source said in Johannes-
burg. All three men have denied

cedentd ALAAAASLERSEDSS

the claims, which were made on
national television last week by

Steve Tshwete, Minister of ,

Safety and Security.

Cosaty, the trade union federa-
tion, and a member of the ruling
alliance, has called on Mr Tsh-
wete to withdraw the allega-
tions, ANC members and
political analysts have accused
Mr Mbeki of authorising the
claims in the hope that they
would silence criticism of his
leadership and ecrush any
prospect of an internal revolt.
Mr Ramaphosa, former ANC
gecretary-general who had been
Mr Mandela’s first choice to
succeed him when he stepped
down in June 1999, left politics
in 1996 to pursue his business
interests after losing a power
struggle with Mr Mbeki for the
position of Deputy President.
But he has not ruled out return-
ing to the political arena.

Mr Mandela conceded on the
BBC television programme,

lll--I‘.lllc.-..nlcllQQQOCOQGU‘IIOQI“".l.n|-b(htnccutlnl

lem is that the more the

government tries to eli-
minate poverty, the more it
appears to be impoverishing the
country’ :

The reason is that South Africa
is two worlds in one
developeq, rcn, hjgh
ty, with sophisticated industry,
advanced medical research and
world-class universities; yet no
more than 100 miles away are
Third World villages where
there is no running water, pri-
mitive agriculture, little access

SOUTH AFRICA'S prob-

to education and lives blighted
by dirt and disease. To equalise
these two societies would take
either massive investent on a
SCe T ATy
redistribution of mcome and a
redirecting of vesources,

ig first was the hope of all
those Who voted-inthe first all-
race elections, exactly seves
years ago. The world, blacks
and whites thought, would pour
in the investment held back
during Apartheid,
It did not happen. And so the
policy of equalisation neces-

1
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Thaho Mbeki:
Breakfast with Frost on Bunday
that the post-Apartheid leader-
ship is under a threat, Mr Man-
dela began by defending Mr
Mbeki, who has come under
growing criticism at home for
his divisive leadership style, his

Vague accusations

belief that there is no cau
link between HIV and Aids and

eeesnsBssssigibtgRergatntannigiotrnniiy

A challenge to T}1 0
Mbeki can only come
from within the A

as the President’s

claim of an ouster
plot has triggered a
power struggle, write
MICHAEL DYNES and

RICHARD BEESTON

]

his failure to challenge Presi-
dent Mugabe's illegal land grab
in neighbouring Zimbabwe.

“President Thabo Mbeki is a
remarkable man,” Mr Mandela
said. “He iz intelligent, very

sal bright, alert and hardworking.

He is the driving force in the

gnals from the veld

Cyril Ramaghosa: New challenger?

present government. I would
gladly support him for a second
term.” His next remarks ap-
peared ta be an open criticism of
the government. “Until there is
concrete and credible evidence
to the contrary, I will continue

1o hold Cyril Ramaphosa, Tokyo  gro

" Gexwale and Mathews Phosa in
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Fig

the sidelines

1

Eormer South African Presidents FW de Klerk and Nalsan Mandels in

the highest esteem,” he said.

Mr Mandela said Mr Bama-
phosa would make a good Pre-
sident if he chose to return to
mainstreamn politics. “Cyril Ra-
maphosa has heen the architect
of the modern South Af¥rica,” he
said. “He led our negotiation
team. He made such an impact
on friend and foe that he is still
regarded as the man who help-
ed to bring about a peaceful
transition. If he wants to come
back (to politics) he has got the
abilities and he would be one of
the right people to lead South
Afvica.”

A challenge to Mr Mbeki could
only come from within the
ANC's party structure, or if the
party’s elder statesmen, includ-
ing Mr Mandela, urged a chan-
ge of leadership.

Although Mr Mbeki still re-
tains strong support in the se-
nior ranks of the ANC, there is
wing dissatisfaction over his
leadership, though the ANC has

“ hrake: ecoporc, reality,

political opposition or internal
criticism.  President Thabe
oki sees the political opposi-

i ¥

attempts to 1 power and

rivilege; he a4 satisfaction
within ANC rp ag evidence
of plotting and conspiracy. The

result, paradoXically, is not to
speed up change but to slow it
ining confidence.

All this hampprs any attempt
to separate race and politics. Mr
De Klerk's affternpt to anify
South Africa By throwing the
old Tuling elitds expertise and

government
ore than three
years; the Nationalist Party
coutd not makejsuch a U-turn.

Eventually the|party split, with

 the right-wing alking out and

Pratoria. — AP{PTI

arily took mo- la a ahannina and  onv were asnai- cratic Alliancd.
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mp trying to
ifself to the new
realitias, This yas eclipsed and
eventually s
lefi-of-centre

prty, the Demo-
thasi honed ta

ind| the triumphant -

R {
““blgafied Tts misfortunes on what

# calls an attempt by the
Western media to discredit Mr
Mbeki. :

Peter Gastrow, a politica‘n.%
analyst with South Africa’s;
Institute for Security Studies,|
said the ANC knew Mr Mbeld's
first year in office had not been
a success, and that had led to
the current power struggle.
“Cyril Ramaphosa is the man to
focus on,” be said.

“Mbeki is gathering baggage on
the eve of the ANC’s provineial
congresses, where the delegates
to next year's Important
national congress will be
chosen, Ramaphosa is not
gathering baggage. This has
increased his chances.

“He issued a brief statesman-
like comment on Tshwete's alle-
gation. But it did not close the
door on his running for the
Presidency.”

— The Times, London/
A



“Ethiopian hi jackers
s“Irelease hostages

An Ethiopian hijacker {left) with the Sudanese interior minister, Mr Abdel-
Rahim Mohammed Hussein, at Khartoum airpart on Friday. — APPTI

REUTERS

ADDIS ABABA, April 27, — Hijackers, who diverted an Ethiopian
¢ military plane to Sudan, freed all the forty passengers on board un-
harmed early this morning and surrendered after negotiations with
Sudanese authorities.

The hijackers, who were believed to be armed and who claimed
to be Ethiopian students, had freed 11 women and children hours
after landing at Khartoumn airport vesterday evening.

The Sudanese information minister, Mr Ghazi Salah Al-din, said,
the hijackers had been taken into custedy. He said they had made
- no political demands but had been given an assurance that they

would not be handed back to Ethiopia. “I think they just wanted to

get out of the country,” Mr Salah Al-din told CNN televisicn.
. “What we were offering them was not to hand them over to Ethie-
i pia and to deal with them fairly according to international law. They
started seeing that they didn't have any other choice.

“They have been granted asylum, which does not confer any im-
munity from the crimes that have been committed.”

95 STATESHAN
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HE POINT can nevef b

made too often, No

aspect of South Afridan

snciety can even begin
to be understood unless situted
in the unique historical context
which every South African is
heir to — that uniquely vicious
construction of institutionalised
apartheid, crafted and
implemented hy the White
minority for its calculated
material benefit, at the expense
of the Black majority. Apartheid
indeed touched everyone from
the womb to the tomb, and
even beyond.

Superficially, everyone in
South Africa is now a votary of
democracy, It is hard to fing
anyone who supported
apartheid. The end of apartheid,
one is often told, liberated the
Whites as much as it did the
Blacks. Indeed, the spin put on
such feel-good sentiments is
that under the apartheid regime
the White minority suffered
great spiritual and moral
deprivations and consequently
cxperienced an even greater
sense of liberation on the
advent of democracy than the
Black majority whose very
humanity was denied — as clear
a case of the perpetrator of an
atrocity claiming victim status as
any.

COnly this explains the
persistent malice and
malevolence of the resourceful
and influential sections of the
White minority towards the
demaocratic dispensation.
Nowhere is this malevolence
more evident than in the media,
still largely controlled by the
White minority, It is true that in
all democratic societies the
media has by definition played
an adversarial rote. However,
given the unique history and

- correlation of race and class in

| South African society, this

| critical role of the media has,
especially in the last two years,
evolved into being an active
participant in an agenda of
delegitimisation of the Jiberation
maovement,

This is true as much of that
section of the media which was
an acknowledged voice of the
apartheid regime as of the
. predominantly English language
media which, always within the
frarmework prescribed by the
apartheid regime and its so-
called laws, was a voice of
dissent. The headline to a recent
report in one such voice of the
English-speaking White liberal
establishment — Is Thabo an
Anagram {or Botha? — with the
|, implication that the democratic
i Government is no better,
| perhaps even worse, than the
| apartheid regime, tells all.

The recent allegation by a well-known
journalist that South Africa’s President,
Mr. Thabo Mbeki, is a ‘womaniser’ is of a piece
with the White-controlled media’s
tirade against him, writes M. S. Prabhakara.

There are several clements
and axiomatic givens in this
agenda of delegitimisation,
Iowever, central to the agenda
is the politics and person of the
President, Mr. Thabo Mbeki,
seen as a uniquely baleful and
vengeful Africanist, in contrast
to the benevolent Mr, Nelson
Mandela, and the barely
concealed hatred and refated
emotions, including visceral fear
that he evokes in the still
predominantly White (and
foreign, mainly British capital)
controlled media. Indeed, the
thrust of all the media polemics,
such as there is, in the last one
vear and more is that the
country faces a disaster under

Mr. Mbheki; and the sooner be is
replaced, the better for the
country, indeed for the ANC
itself and the spirit of the
liberation moverment.

One explanation for such
malevolence, especially on the
part of the liberal media, could
be that having an cxaggerated
view of its mole as a ‘fighter
against apartheid’, it now feels
left ouy, its privileged ownership
of the struggle taken away.
Intolerably for this liberal
establishment, those who it with
such condescending compassion
once supported and promoted
now seem to have minds of
their own, determined to camry
on with the task of governing

slander

the country, making mistakes on
the way and learning through
experience, not caring for their
hands to held.

There are numerous instances
of these fraught relations, always
manifesting initially on the basis
of ‘rumours’ or ‘sources’ which
conveniently remain
‘unsourced’, or, on occasion,
self-serving leaks from within
the ANC itself. Thus, the recent
remarks of Mr. Max du Preeze, a
well-known journalist, during a
radio discussion on the SABC
radio, the national broadcaster,
that Mr. Mbeki was a
‘womaniser’, in a context where
Mr. Mheki's alleged sexual
propensities were not relevant,
had its origin in a lefter
allegedly written by Ms. Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela to the
Deputy President, Mr. Jacob
Fuma, denying accusations that
she had made such comments
about Mr. Mbeki.

The curious “disclaimer” by
Mr. Zuma himself that he ever
had plans tu challenge Mr.
Mbeki Jov the top position in
the ANC too was pravoked by
similar ‘tumeours. The pattern is
well-established. A ‘rumour’
floated in one newspaper
acquires grearer currency when
the rest of the media picks it up
and soon, hey presto, the
‘rumour’ becomes god's own
truch.

Underlying all such exercises
is the mutually self-serving
symbiosis between the
supposedly objective media,
whose only commitment is to
fact and truth, and the
oppaosition political parties. The
latest instance of such symbiosis
is the decision of the Pan
Africanist Congress, in particular
its Chief Whip in Parliament,
Ms. Patricia de Lille, to pass on
the names of ‘five seniar ANC
leaders’ allegedly involved in the
atms deal kickbacks, to ‘some
journatists’ for further
investigation, instead of to the
constitutionally mandated
hodies created by a democratic
dispensation investigating the
alleged irregularities.

(uite simply, the liberal
media, which during the
apartheid regime pursued an
agenda parallel to that of the so-
called apposition in that
abornination that the so-called
Parliament was, playing its
assigned role in the rivabry that
¢xisted between the entrenched
Anglo-American capital and the
emergent Afrikaner capital,
continues to envision for itself
the same tole even though the
ohjective circumstances have

changed entirely. /
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‘ CONCERN mounted on Sunday pve
!
]
|
l
i
!

the welfare of scores of suspected child
slaves said to be on board a ship which has
been roaming the West African coast for
more than two weeks.
The ship, whose whereabouts are un-
known after it was turned back from Gabon
and Cameroon, is thought to be carrying 180
" children caught up in a lucrative trade in mi-
i nors sold by poor families and forced to

work abroad on plantations or as servants. It
! is expected to arrive in Benin later on Sun-

day.

frican ship out at

(v

Aid workers said they had received re-
ports from police port authorities in
Carneroon, the last to see the ship before it
set out for Cotonou on Thursday, that some
childrenon board were sick. )

“We are very concerned. Reports from
police authorities in Cameroon say there are
many, many childrén on board and some of
them are sick,” Estelle Guluman of the
United Nations Children’s Fund
{UNICEF) in Cotonou told Reuters.

“We don’t know where the boat is, but
conditions on board must be very bad. The
ship was only expected 1o go to Gabon, so it
didn't carry alot of supplies. But instead of a
four-day journey, it has been at sea for more

LW

than twoweeks.” Guluman said government
pledges to punish those guilty of trafficking
children could backfire and put the children
on board at even more risk,

“The captain knows full well that he will
have to face the music when he gets back
here, so he may have tried to offload the chil-
drenin another Port,” she said adding there
were unconfirmed reports the ship might
head for Lagos in Nigeria, where UNICEF
staffwere onstandby. -

Police authorities in Cptonou said they
had alerted their counterparts in T&zo,
Ghana, Ivory Coast and Nigeria, in case the
ship tried to dock in any of those West
Alfrican countries. “This is a dramatic and

sea with child slaves

shocking situation,” Information Minister
Gaston Zossou told reporters on Saturday,

“We condemn this practice and we must
take measures topunish and discourage
those responsible,” he said.

Port officials said the Nigeriap-registered
MYV Etireno had been chartered by a Benin
businessman and set sail for Gabon on
March 30.

But after being turned back from Gabon
and Cameroon’s main port of Douala, the
ship set out for Cotonou [ate on Thursday,
and Port officials said it may take unti fate
on Sunday to complete its round trip of

" more than 2,000 km (1,250 miles).
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AT A GLANCE

Ms World format
is stupid, must
change: Morley

LONDON: DESCRIBING the
Miss World beauty pageant in its
current form as “stupid” and “aw-
ful”, Julia Morley, widow of Eric
Morley, creator of the beauty con-
test has indicated a drastic change
tomake it “more positive” and ben-
eficial tO contestants. “We've got a
new coneept for the show and we're
discussing ways we can do some-
thing pretty positive towards the
contestants’ education, withschoiar- g

‘Russian President Viadimir Putin and his wife ] yudmila offer prayers
ing the Easter service at Christ the Savior Cathedral in Moscow on

ships,” Morley, who heads the Ot~ Sunday--AP/PT/

ganisation, told The Sunday Ob-

server in an interview published on Sunday. “The new
Miss World will be more respectful to the contestants,
and more positive,” she said.

Pentagon considers a new
N-weapon for buried targets

WASHINGTON: THE Pentagon is studying
whither to develop a nuclear bomb that wouldbe ca-
pableof knocking out hardened or deeply buried tar-
- getswithout huge collateral damage, the Washington
Post reported on Sunday. Citing administration and
congressional sources, the newspaper said officials
are [ooking at whether to build a low-yield nuclear
weapon with an earth-penetrating nose cone as a way
to hit underground leadership bunkers and com-
mand centers. Rising concern that Iraqi leader Sad-
dam Hussein could hidechemical and biological
weapons in underground bunkers has heightened in-
terest in such weapons, the Post said. .

Nepal joined twins stable
during key recovery period

SINGAPORE: NEPALI twin sisters, joined at the
head until surgeons in Singapore separated them ina
marathon operation last week, are in a stable condi-

" gion, a hospital spokeswoman said on Sunday. The

twins, for whom the first week is critical, had earlier
developedaslight fever but doctors said itwas not ab-
normal given the complex surgery, which lasted more
than 9% hours. “Their conditien remains stable,” the
Singapore GeneralHospital spokeswoman  said.
Eleven-month-old Ganga and Jamuna Shresta, who
had twobrains intertwined in one skull, were success-
fully separated on April 10 in an operation which was
initially expected to last 36 hours, =

Iran’s serial killer claims his
twelfth victim: Newspaper

TEHRAN: AN apparent serial killer preying on
prostitutes and womnen drug-addicts in northeast Iran
has struck again, murdering a 12th victim and dump-
ing her body in a ditch, Iran newspaper said on Sun-
day. A group of boys playing soccer on waste ground
nearby found the 35-year-old woman strangled with

an I'slamic headscarf and wrapped in a biack chador. .

Police in the city of Mashad said the woman, named
only as Ozra, had a record of crimes “in the fields of
imimorality”. Eleven other wornen, aged between 27
and 50, have been killed in the same way in the city

since last July. All had corvictions for drug addiction or
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Grave of German premier

Schroeder’s father f,ound

BERLIN: A GERMAN agency has Jocated thg-grave of German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroedet’s father, 5WBI Fritz Schroeder
diedwhile a soldier during World War-TLin Rgerfania, the tabloid Bild am
Sonngag reported on Sunday. .

Fritz Schroeder died fighting in the Nazi army against partisans on
April100r 11,1944 and was buried along with other war dead in the Ro-
manian village of Ceanu Mare, Bild said, citing a German agency which
keepstrack of wardead. : ' - -

“I cut the umbilical cord myself,” Schroeder’s mother, Erika Vosseler,
87, 10ld the newspaper in describing the simple home birth,

Schroeder’s elder sister, Gunhild Schroeder, said she hoped to visit
the grave near Romanian city of Cluj. “Now I'm going to ask my brother
Gerhardwhether he will accompany me on the visit to our father’s grave,”
she said, “Formother, I fear the journey will just be toomuch of a strain.”

— Reuters

»=~8 THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED

X ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA

=5 (.P. Marg. P.8. No. 7100, New Delhi - 110002

. . April 11, 2001
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT -

On account of the elections to be held in some States on 10th May, 2001,
the Foundation and Final Examinations 1o be held in May, 2001 only have been
decided 1o be rescheduled. These examinations will now e held on the dates
as given below. The Intermediate examination wifl be held on the dates
as alteady notified and thus there will be no change in the dates of the
Intermediate Examination. The timing/session/sequence of papers and
the venue cf all the examination centres will remain unchanged. -
REVISED SCHEDULE OF FOUNDATION AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS
FOUNDATION EXAMINATION : (Morning Session-8.00 am. 1o 11.00 a.m.- IST)
6th, Tth, 8th and 9th May, 2001 (instead of earlier notiied daies of 8th, Gith,
10th and 11th May 2001)

FIMAL EXAMINATION : [Morning Session - 8.00 am. to 11.00 am. (IST}
GROUP -1 : 2nd, 3rd, 4th and Sth May, 2001 (there is no change in
the dates of the examinations of Group-l and accordingly will be held
on the dates as already notified and published earlier, ie., on 2nd, 3rd 4ih
and 5th May, 2001} .

GROUP - Il : Bth, 7th, 8th and 9th May, 2001 (instead of earifer notified dates
of 8th, gth, 10th and 11th May, 2007).

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION [Afternoon Session-12.30 p.m. 10 3.30 p.m.-(I5T}]
will be held as per dates notified and published earlier, i.e.. Group - l-on
2nd, 3rd, and 4th May, 2001 and Group - Il - on 5th, 8th and 9th May, 2001,
As such there is no change in the dates and timing of the Intermediate Examination.
The liming/session{s)/sequence of papers, centres of examinations and al
other detailsiconditions mentioned in the netification dated 27th January, 2001
will remain unchanged. The venue of the examination centres as mentioned
in the admit cards already issued 10 the candidates will also remain unchanged.

(Jagdamba Prasad}
rAditinnal Secretary (SG) (Exams)
P —
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MW Warning bells for ANC

HE RA”[HER untsdal statement

issued L - Mr. Jachb Zuma, Deputy

President of the A¥rican National

Congress (and of the country), on
April 3 continues 10 tmake ripples, raising
more questions than answering them. Mr.
Zuma discounted in that statement
“rumours and unverified so-called
intelligence reports” suggesting that he
might stand for ANC President during the

arty’s next national conference. He also
ent on to affirm his loyalty to the

President, Mrs. Thabo Mbeki, expressing his
admiration for Mr. Mbeki's leadership. “He
{Mr. Mbeki) has a profound understanding
of the movement, has provided excellent
leadership to South Africa during its most
irying times, and continues to do so. He has
my unqualitied support as the President of
both the ANC and the country,” Mr. Zuma
said.

The ‘rumoured’ scenario which Mr. Zuma
was discounting, which were it to
materialise would be perfectly legitimate in
terms of the ANC's own Constitution, is
nowhere on the horizon. The ANC's next
national conference, where such changes in
the leadership as are seen necessary will be
made, is due only towards the end of 2002.
That Mr. Zuma nevertheless thought it
necessary to refute such “rumours’” is just
one indication of the way the media in this
country increasingly scems to be dictating
the political agenda.

Naturally, the statement has provided
additional grist to the mill of the very same
“rumours” that Mr. Zuma scught to
discount and refute. Mr. Zuma is now rather
in the position of the protagonist in
numerous versions of the pithy Indian folk
tale who affirms his innocence even when it
is not questioned but rather is challenged in
an entirely unrelated context.

Cpenly waged struggles for leading
position within the ANC are an integral part
of the organisation’s political culture. Unlike
the Indian National Congress which
superlicially it resembles, including in being
a home for the widest spectrum of political
thinking from the Right to the Left, the ANC
fias never had a culture of seeking
“consensus’. Leadership positions are
openly contested at local, provincial and
national levels, with the results published.
There is little of the kind of hypocrisy that
disavows political ambitions even when
desperately manoeuvring to seek high
political office.

So, why did Mr, Zuma, Number Two both
in the organisation and the Government,
think t it necessary to refute such
“rumours’'? After all, Mr, Mbeki was in the
same positinn vis a vis Mr. Nelson Mandela,
succeeding him as ANC President in
December 1997 and as President of the
country in June 1999. One can even argue
that the media, in speculating or even in
spreading such “rumours”, is only
performing its normal task. The difference,
however, is the vicious hostility of much of
the media towards Mr. Mbeki; and the not
unjustified perception in the ANC that it is
pursuing an agenda of de-legitimising, even
criminalising not so much Mr. Mbeki, not
even the ANC-led Government, but the
liberation movement itself.

At one point in his statement Mr. Zuma

Mr. Thabo Mbeki and Mr. lacob Zuma... targets of
a media conspiracy?

said: “We have been aware of some
elernents in various guises, who have been
trying to isolate the President by creating
the impression that some of his trusted
comrades are plotting against him and, in.
this way, remove them from him.” Divide
and destroy, the classic tactic of all warfare.
Nowhere is this more evident than in the
political warfare that has been going on in
South Africa between a Government
committed to, even if with vacillation and
compromise and an occasional whift or
taint of corruption, to an agenda of
transformation, and the still privileged and
unrestructured minority bent upon resisting
transformation. The war has really become

Unless the ANC sets its own
house in order, it will
continue to be beset by

forces opposed to change.

M. S. Prabhakara on the
travails of South Africa’s

ruling party.

dirty since Mr. Mbeki succeeded Mr.
Mandela. For, a crucial efement in the
polemics of this is the contrast that is
repeatedly pressed between a benevolent
Nelson Mandela, embracing all, in particular
the Whites, in his transparency, and a
satanic and secretive Thabo Mbeki, the
vengeful Africanist. Every lapse, every
instance of real or alleged corruption and
incompetence, by the democratic
gavernment has thus become & weapon in
the armoury of its opponents. One would
imagine, reading the Sunday papers, that
the country is mired in corruption and
criminal incompetence, that the democratic
Government is no different from, indeed is
even worse than, the apartheid regime.

In this agenda, Mr. Mbeki is accorded the
top position in a hierarchy of cotruption

and criminal incompetence. The three steps
that have led to this elevation.— or downfall
in a hierarchy of angels — are his alleged
soft stance towards Zimbabwe’s President,
Mr. Robert Mugabe, his attempt to intervene
in the debate on the "causal links” between
HIV and AIDS, and finally, his refusal to
issue a proclamation that would have
allowed Judge Willem Heath, projected by
himself and the media as the only person in
South Africa capable of combating
corruption, to be associated with
Parliament's inquiry into the multi-billion
rands arms deal. These continue to be
further refined, each week bringing in new
revelations.

Any attempt on the part of the democratic
Government to defend itself is met with the
sneering conunents that it is playing the
race card —— a game at which the political
and media opposition is an expert. Mr.
Zurma, initially projected as a paolitical
innocent, has in the past two years been
dusted up and now projected as a far more
“suave and diplomatic statesman’' than Mr.
Mbeki — the very description used for Mr.
Mbeki during his term as Deputy President,

As always, such agendas can thrive only in
an environment that allows them to thrive.
This brings one to the question of the ANC's
own culpability, its failure 1o ensure
discipline among its members, to take
action against corrupt elements. The
dilemma is not unique, for it is faced by
every revolutionary movement as it
transforms iiself into a ruling political party.
What strikes this observer, however, is the
fatal lowering of guard cvident at all levels
of the ANC since it became a party of
Government, as if the fact of it leading the
government has meant it has veally defeared
all its enemies. Unless it recovers its
reyolutionary passion and capacity for
anger, unless it sets its own house in order,
the prospects are it will continue to be beset
by forces opposed to change, and
increasingly be given to only ad hoc

responses o such challenges. //
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_Mugabe men storm ‘white” firms -

HARARE, AFRIL 7. The Zimbabwean President, I\mA
ert Mugabe's supporters have begun a new offensive
against the counuy's white commumity by invading
business premises.

IFour factories in Harare have been invaded this
week by chanting mobs of Mugabe supporters claim-
ing to be veterans of the war against white rule.

They still occupy more than 900 white-owned farms.
Now they are widening their campaign to any business
with the faintest connection, real or imagined. to a
white person. Dezign Inc. was forced to suspend oper-
ations, threatening 120 jobs, after 30 men stormed its
factory in the suburh of Southerton. Shouting “'For-
ward with Comrade Mugabe”, the gang burst into the
office of Mr. Danisa Mandoa, the general manager,
and demanded the reinstatement ol 88 sacked work-
ers,

“They kicked and punched me in my office. Then
they dragged me through the Tactory,” said Mr. Man-
doa. Bleeding from the head after being hit with an
iron bar, Mr. Mandoa was marched six miles to the
headquarters of Mr. Mugabe's party. During the jour-
ney he was ahused, kicked, punched, spat on and peft-
od with stones, He was taken to the ninth floor, where
he was interrogated and accused of supporting the
Opposition Movement for Demacratic Change. “'They
were saying that Dezign was owned by the whites, that

I was Sdemg Zanu-PF suppo q’l’ld hiring MDC
people.” [n fact, a white family has ohly a 30 per cent
stake in the textile company and 40 per cent of the
shares are owned by the workforce.

Mr. Mandoa was held tor more than three hours and
allowed to leave only after being forced to address a
baying mob and promising to reinstate the sacked
workers. After receiving eight stitches for head
wounds. he fled for South Africa an Friday and shut the
factory. Mr. Mandea said: "I fear for my life. That's
why I'm getting out of here.”

Lobels Bread Lid. was the next rarget, when at Jeast
80 men stormed its factory, Mr. Mark Prior, the white
managing director, was harangued before the work-
force, and the gang, which entered the premises with
the help of the police, said all whites would be forced
out of Zimbabwe and they would run the business
from now on, Police searched rhe offices of the white
managers and found some e-mails from the MDC. Mr.
lan Nel, a manager, was immediately arrested and held
in cefls avernight.

Mr. Mugabe has labelled whites “our enemies” and
accused thern of creating the MDC as a front for restor-
ing colonial rule. By breaking the whites, he hopes to
break the Oppeosition and secure victory in next year's
presidential election. — &Telegraph Group Limited,
London, 2001
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~Congo President sacks Govt
AN \ :

S
Kinshasa, April 5 @

CONGO PRESIDENT Joseph
Kabila dismissed his entire Gov-
ernment four months into his
tenure, saving he wants to get
control of what he called the
ever-worsening situation in his
war-stricken central African
country.

Kabila, 29, was expected today
in Germany to launch what he
called an “explaining cam-
paign” to his people and the
world “in view of remedying
the country’s troubles.”

Back home, Government
operations were being restrict-

ed solely to providing basic day-
to-day services, presidential
spokesman Ngwej Katot said.
Kabila until now largely had
left intact the civilian leader-
ship he inherited from Presi-
dent Laurent Kabila, his father,
assassinated under mysterious
circumstances in January
Laurent Kabila, a lifetime
rebel who seized power in 1997,
perpetuated his predecessors’
decades of corrupt, oppressive
rule in Congo. Laurent Kabila’s
four-year regime saw the coun-
try plunged into a civil war that
has drawn in the armies of five
other African nations in what

has been widely cualled Africa’s
first world war.

His son, Josep
scious of the
social situation that prevails in
this country. and s concerned
by it,” the Government said in a
statement late last night
announcing the dismissals.

“Worsened by the unjust war
of aggression, conditions are
getting worse in the lives of our
people,” the statement said,
referring to the 21/2- year-old
war, launched by Ugandan and
Rwandan-backed rebels fighting
to oust the late President.

,is fully con-
onomic and

AP
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Agandan troops pull back from
et o) frontline in Congo 7|7

By M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MARCH 20. The process
of disengagement of foreign
troops in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Conge (DRC) has begun
with troops from Rwanda pulling
back 15 km from their forward
positions. The President of Rwan-
da, Mr. Paul Kagame, who held

discussions with his South African .

counterpart, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, in

' Pretoria on Saturday confirmed

that Rwandan forces were “pull-
ing back”. Rwanda is believed 10
have about 20,000 army person-
nel in the DRC while Uganda has
10,000. Angola, Zimbabwe and
Namibia which have sent in their
forces in support of the DRC Gov-
ernment are believed to have, re-
spectively, 7,000, 2,000 and 12,000
troops. The agreement on the
limited pultback involves all for-
eign roops.

Ugandan troops had begun
their pullback even earlier. The
Ugandan President, Mr. Yoweri
Museveni, had announced, even

before the present pullback be-
gan, that his country would with-
draw troops from the DRC even if
there was no agreement on the is-
sue. In a recent interview, Mr.
Museveni said the “bilateral aims
of Uganda”, meaning its own se-
curity concerns insofar as they
arise from the “Allied Democratic
Forces”, a rebel group believed to
be close to the former President,
Idi Amin, and operating in the
west and north of the country
bordering on the DRC and Sudan,
had been taken care of with the
recent victories against the ADF
forces in the west.

As for the residual problems —
“the Interahamwe, the Hutu of
Burundi, Congo itself, Angola,
ete.”” — Mr. Museveni sald Ugan-
da could contribute to their solu-
tion only if there was a consensus.

Though  seemingly
about their “security concerns”
and for a while allied on their in-
tervention in the DRC, the sirate-
gic objectives of Uganda and
Rwanda have always been differ-

united”

ent. While the long ferm “‘security
interests’’ of Rwanda envisage the
creation of an autpnomous and
friendly enclave in eastern DRC,
Uganda’s concerns have been
limited to the perceived threats
from the rebel groups operating
from the west and north.

The pullback falls well short of
rea) withdrawal from the DRC ter-
ritory where they have been deep-
ly entrenched for long. Indeed,
troops from Uganda and Rwanda
have had their own pitched bat-
tles in and around Kisangani,
deep inside the DRC territory.

Meanwhile, the process of “in-
ter-Congolese  dialogue” envi-
saged in the Lusaka Accord,
which has never begun though it
should have been completed by
the end of November 1999, has
been activated. The DRC Presi-
dent, Mr. Joseph Kabila, has in-
vited Sir Ketumile Masire, former
President of Botswana and facil-

itator of this proggss, for talks in
Kinshasa. / )

THE HINDU

-

21 MAR 2m



e - »
" Museveni wins
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By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MARGH 14. The Ugan-
, Mr. Yoweri Muse-
a second term,
brushing aside the challenge from
an erstwhile comrade.

According to the Electoral
Commission, Mr. Museveni re-
ceived 69.3 per cent of the valid
votes cast. His principal rival and
one-time comrade-in-arms, Dr.
Kizza Besigye, irailed well behind
with 27.3 per cent. The rest of the
four candidates, barring Mr. Ag-
grey Aworl with his political back-
ground in the Uganda Peoplc's
Congress, secured less than one
per cent of the vote. The voter
turnout was a little over 70 per
cent. In the presidential elections
in May 1996, Mr. Museveni had
secured 76 per cent of votes in a
field which had two other candi-
dates.

The victory of M. Museveni
was expected. Politically, it vindi-
cates his stand that the systern of
‘non-party politics’ represented
by the National Resistance Move-
metit is best suited to Uganda ar
present. It also puts the NRM at
an advantage in the elections to a
new Parliament which have to be
held before June this year. [n the
previcus parliamentary elections
held, as the Presidential elections.
on a ‘non-party’ basis, most of the

“second term ",

276 elective seats were won by
known NRM supporters, who of

course, did not contest an any

identifiable party ticket.

Rejecting the results which he

characterised as ‘rigged’, Dr. Be-
sigye has said that he would chal-
lenge the poll outcome in the
courts.  Though  preliminary
breakdown of the figures indicate
that he out-polled Mr. Museveni
in many urban areas including
Kampala district, Dr. Besigye de-
scribed the whole electoral proc-
ess as ‘grossly  {fraudulent’
vesterday evening by when it was
clear that Mr. Museveni was
heading for a victory,

Complaints  about clectoral
fraud, violence and intimidation

were rife even throughout the °

election campaign. There have al-
56 been allegations of an inflated
electeral roll and of the active in-
volvement of the armed torces in
intimidatien of the electorate. In-
deed, even Mr. Museveni sup-

porters complained of
intimidation and of attacks on
supporters.  However, reporis

from Kampala suggest that the ir-
regularities, violence and intimi-
dation which are an all too
common feature of passionately

contested elections,-were not of

an exceptionally
order,

igh or unusual
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! REUTERS

)
KAMPALA, March 13, - Ugan- !
dan President Mr Yoweri Mu-
geveni’s campaign team todgy
said he was “heading for a bi%
victory” in the presidentia
election although no official
| yote count has yet been re-
| leased. \‘

““Right now the results are~-

showing the margin will be |
big,” said Mr Basoga Nsadhu,
: spokesman for Mr Museveni’s .
campaign. “We have received '
about 50 per cent of the results
from the districts. It's very
clear we are heading for a big
victory. We are not looking at
anything below 65 per cent,” he
added.

TUnofficial tallies by the coun-
try’'s two leading newspapers
showed Mr Museveni, who has
ruled Uganda since 1936,
ahead of his main challenger
Mr Kizza Besigyeye.
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/ Presidential poll in
« Uganda put off

14 By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, MARCH 7. The Presidential election
/'11 Uganda, which was to have taken place to-

day, has begn deferred to March 12.

{  The Ugandan Electoral Commission took
this decision after consulting representatives
of all the six candidates in the fray, following
complaints from various candidates about the
electoral rolls. Specifically, the complaints re-
lated to the decision of the Electoral Commis-
sion, following the publication of the voters' .
register last month, to reduce the period allot-
ted to the display of voters’ registers from the |
statutory 21 days to just three days. There have
been complaints about an inflated voters’ reg-
ister and the ‘integrity’ of the electoral rolls,
and reports that foreigners from Rwanda and
Congolese rebels have been involved in the
election process.

The President, Mr. Yoweri Museveni, leads a
field of six candidates for President. Though
he has been in power since January 1986 when
his National Resistance Army successfully
marched into Kampala, this is only the second
time that he is contesting the poll. There was
no elected government in the first 10 years of
his rule when the priority was national recon-
ciliation, the adoption of a new constitution
enacted in October 1995, and reconstruction
of the war ravaged economy.
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South Africans protest MNCs’ drugs policy

Y By s, Prabhakara 1Y - B _

CAPE TOWN, MARCH 5. Thousands of people
marched to the U.5. embassy in Pretaria and

. its consulates in Cape Town and Durban to-

day, demanding the withdrawal of the court
action by the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers’
Association of South Africa (PMASA) repre-
senting South African subsidiaries of about 40
multinational companies, most of them 1.5.-
based, challenging the Medicines and Related

! Substances Control Amendment Act, 1997,

The demonstrations en Monday coincided
with the first day's hearing in the case brought

. by the PMASA against the Government before
- the Pretoria High Court. The protests were or-
: ganised by the Congress of South African

Trade Unians, the South African Communist
Party, some structures of the African National
Congress and the Treatment Action Cam-
paign, which has been at the forefront of a
movement to secute the provision of cheap
and effective drugs, if necessary by defying
patent laws, to victims of HIV/AIDS,

According to an SABC radio report, similar
protests are taking place in London and sever-
al other world capitals.

The court action by the drug companies is
also opposed by Oxfam and Doctors Without
Horders (Medecins Sans Frontieres). A media
release by these organisations said the court
action by the pharmaceutical companies “is a
warning to other developing countries that
many within the pharmaceutical industry will
use any tactic to defend their patents, whatev-
er the cost in human suffering.”

The legal action essentially seeks to stop the
Government from taking any steps to make
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A child prays at an AIDS orphanage in
Bvumbwe, Malawi. Nearly every major
pharmaceutical company in the world
is suing the South African Government
in a court case which started on
Monday., — AP

cheaper generic drugs available to the people.
This is precisely what the legislation amend-

ing the original Act was passed in October
1997 seeks to do. Without exception, every
medicine manufactured by a South African
subsidiary of a multinational pharmaceutical
company and marketed under a trade name
costs several times more than the same med-
icine manufactured, say by an Indian or Thai-
land subsidiary of the saune multinationat, and
marketed under the same trade name in those
countries.

The Act also provides for the substitution of
patented drugs with generics: and for com-
pulsory licensing where prices of drugs are in-
ordinately high. It also seeks to introduce an
element of price control through the mecha-
nism of an exit price. something South African
business accustomed to total absence of any
price controls finds horrifying.

The pharmaceutical companies are chal-
lenging the validity of the legislation on the
ground that it violates South Africa’s member-
ship obligations to the WT(, in particular the
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS}. The Government has, however,
maintained that this is not true, citing the pro-
visions in TRIPS which allow Governments to
take special measures to protect the health of
citizens.

The latest issue of ANC Today, the weekly
online journal of the ANC, points out that
South Africa is not alone in taking recourse to
parallel importation to address the problem of
unreasonably high prices of products, It cites
the practice of the EUJ. within the member
countries and also of the U5 itself “which has
adapted a version of this practice”, allowing |
for the “re-importation™ of U.S, goods.

o
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_~Zimbabwe’s top
judge agrees .,
to leave office,

HARARE, MARCH 3. Hours after be-
ing threatened with “war” by a
notorious henchman of the
President, Mr. Robert Mugabe,
Zimbabwe's Chief Justice sur-
rendered to government de-
mands on Friday and agreed to
relinquish office.

The decision marked the cul-
mination of Mr. Mugabe’s drive
to seize control of the judiciary.
Chief Justice Anthony Gubbay,
68, signed an agreement to go
on leave immediately and to re-
tire formally on July 1.

The way is now clear for the
appointment of an acting Chief
Justice, likely to be Judge Presi-
dent Godfrey Chidyausiku, a
former Cabinet Minister foyal to
the President.

After reading of his abrupt
dismissal in the State press on
Tuesday, Chief Justice Gubbay
fought back by asserting his
right to hold office until his fixed
retirement date of April next
year.

He nervously paced the corri-
dor of the Supreme Court on
Friday while his lawyers nego-
tiated with Mr. Patrick China-
masa, the Justice Minister.

The Chief Justice has been
subjected to months of pressure
and abuse since the Supreme
Court, under his ieadership,
struck down the Government’s
“fast track” land seizures last
year.

Mr. Chinamasa called him
"disgraceful and despicable” in
Parliament on Wednesday and
Mr. joseph Made, the Agricul-
ture Minister, has publicly ac-
cused him of “bias against
blacks”.

In a country where 47 political
murders were recorded last
year, his safety has also been

threatened. A chanting mob led’

by )Joseph Chinotimba, the self-
styled commander-in-chief of
white farm invasions, was al-
lowed to storm the Supreme
Court last November and bring
proceedings to a halt.

Police permitted Chinotimba
to enter the court lobby on Fri-
day and hold a lengthy tele-
phone conversation with the
Chief Justice.

Afterwards, the notorious rab-
ble rouser, who is on hail await-
ing trial for attempted murder,
said: “I talked to Mr. Gubbay

e

A

The Zimbabwe war veteran
and self-styled leader of the
farm invasions, Mr. Joseph
Chinotimba, talks to
mediapersons after visiting
Chief lustice Anthony
Guhbbay in his chambers in
the Supreme Court in
Harare on Friday. Mr.
Chinotimba said he would
‘go to war”’ if Mr. Gubbay
did not obey the
Government’s order to
vacate his office, — AP

cate office today. We are big
people. We war veterans will d
fend our country to the 4hst
breath.”

Asked what he would do if the
Chief Justice insisted on holding
office, Chinotimba replied: “De-
clare war.” Accompanied by
seven henchmen, all wearing
dark glasses, he strode away,
still issuing threats.

Chief Justice Gubbay, whose
wife, Wilma, has Alzheimer's
disease, was described by a
friend as '‘emotionally unable to
stand up to this kind of pres-
sure”. He is now shadowed by a
bodyguard and is unable to trust
the policemen assigned to pro-
tect him.

The deal was negotiated
against the background of this
merciless campaign of harass-
ment, designed to remove the
last obstacle to Mr. Mugabe’s
authoritarian rule,

He agreed to leave office and
in return the government ac-
knowledged “the importance of
the independence of the judici-
ary”. Mr. Chinamasa withdrew
his attacks on the Chief Justice
and promised that “no steps will
be taken to unlawfully cause the
suspension, rémoval of resigna-

tion gffany of the iudg'érs“'o'f'Ziy;/

babwe”. -— ©Telegraph Grt77

personally and I told him to vaﬁh_limited, London, 2001 -
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partheid victims
to get modest
compensation

By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, FEB. 23. The victims of
gross human rights violations
during the apartheid” regime in
South Africa are finally to receive

some mudes.l}/ﬁnanci DAra-
tion. Qj A .

The Budget for 2000-01 pre-
sented by the Finance Minister,
Mr. Trevor Manuel, to Parliament
in Cape Town on Thursday allo-
cated rand 500 million to the
President’s Fund for payment of
reparations to victims of gross hu-
man rights violations identified
by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. The Fund, which
presently has rand 323 million,
will thus have Rand 823 million in
total for payment towards repara-
tions. According to the Estimates
of National Expenditure of the
fustice Ministry, the line function
ministry of the TRC, “such pay-
ments will amount 1o about rand
40,000 per recipient, depending
on the number of people wh
qualify.” {

Referring to the “unf
business” of the TR(’s rgcom-
mendations of reparationsy Mr.
Manuel said in his budget spkech
that these paviments would be
“ghice-off settlements”, which
uld be concluded aver the next
vo vears. The process is expect-
d 0 get going when the Amnesty
Committec completes its deliber-
ations and the TRC jtself recon-
venes to complete its final report
— allin the course of the next few
months. The allocation falls short
of the TRC's recommendations in
this regard — less than one third
of the aver rand 2.8 billion recom-
mended by the TRC.

The TRC's report, published in
October 1998, identified 22,000
victims of gross human rights vio-
lations. It recommended that
these victims should be given an-
nual individual reparation grants
calculated for each beneficiary
according to a formula it had
worked out.

The annual payments over a
period of six years were to be
twice a year. "Bascd on the given
policy and formula, and estimat-
ing 22,000 viclims, the total cost
of this policy will be rand
477,400,000 per annur, or rands
2,864,400,000 over six years, lHow-
ever, these funds of over rand 2.8
hillion were t¢ be mobilised not
merely from the national fiscus
but alse from “international and
local donations and earned inter-
est on the funds"'. But little of this
has been forthcoming. References
to this “unfinished business™ on-
Iy provokes sullen indifference
from. South African big business
which benefited immensely from
apartheid,

Indecd, even a modest initia-
tive by some sensitive whites to
secure an acknowledgement that
the white people did benefit from
apartheid has provoked only hos-
tility towards “'weepy bleeding
hearts”.
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ANOTHER LEADER OF Africa who promised a
lot anly to slip into ¥ familiar dictatorship maode
has fallen, dragging the region into uncertainty
and provoking concerns at a time when the con-
linent appears headed for better days. A small-
time guerilla teader for three decades before he
marched into his country’s capital four years ago
as the heraoic victor over one of Africa’s longest-
serving dictators, Laurent Kabila had rajsed
hopes of peace and some stability for the chron-
ically unstable region. When he drove out Mobu-
tu Sese Scko and renamed Zaire the Democratic
Repubiic of Congo, there was general rejoicing
that Central Africa was at last emerging out of
the tunnel. There was even a hint that the debil-
itating ethnic violence of the past decade and
more may be at an end as the entire continent,
from Nigeria up north to South Africa, tended to
project optimism. The prevalent hope was that
the peace fallout from Mr. Nelson Mandela's
South Africa would provide the needed spark,
Not only did Kabila belie the hopes he had raised
burt through his own dictatorial ways and a har-
dline approach: to tackling the rebellion that had
engulfed more than half of his country he
brought suicidal uncertainty to the region. If the
United Nalions fails to act immediately by send-
ing in the promised internationat peace lorce as
part of an earlier agreement, the region faces
renewed anarchy. Memories of the Rwandan
genocide in 1994 — accompanied by the shame-
ful spectacle of the world body reduced to a state
of total paralysis by the reluctance of the main
member-nations -— should serve to remind the
international community of the responsibility
and burden that it carries and the debt it owes to
the innocent people of Central and Southern
Africa. :

Kahila’s Congo is taday in a perilous stale
after decades of the Mobuiu dictatorship when
the rich Jand was looted by the late President
and his men. Caught in the rivalries of the Cold

War, the country — as mutich as the rest of the
region -— saw little development or progress for
nearly three decades. And since 1997, when Mo-
butu's autocratic reginie was overthrown, it has
heen wracked by a civil war which has its origin
in the mindless ethnic war of 1994 and which has
drawn in a string of neighbours. Kabila rode into
Kinshasa, the Congolese capital, with the sup-
port of extremists of the Hutu tribe in neigh-
bouring Rwanda and quickly turned against
them. This was enough to shatter the bewilder-
ing ethnic mosaic of Central Africa. On either
side of the civil war are ranged six countries and
several other rebel movements: Rwanda and
Uganda have their soldiers supporting the rebels
while Zambia, Namibia and Angola, all ideclog-
ical cousins of Cold War vintage, had lent mil-
itary support to the Kabila regime.

The bloody fighting has continued despite
the warring groups and their external supporters
signing a ceasefire agreement nearly a year ago.
A summit in Lusaka in neighbouring Zambia,
supported by all the major players on the conti-
nent, scught peace-keepers from the United Na-
tions. A contingent of 6,000 should by now have
been in place. The delay in the deployment had
been blamed partly on Kabila. The U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has been quick to
reaffirm the world body’s commitment to Con-
go. His appeal for restraint to the warring parties
and the neighbouring countries needs io be re-
inforced by effective measures to prevent an es-
calation of the fighting. Seven years ago in a
bizarre act the U.N. pulled out — instead of rein-
forcing — its small continent from Rwanda even
as the mass killings were beginning. The world
body has before it the report of an extraordinary
enquiry into the failure to stop that genocide,
critical of the Security Council, the U.S., France
and senior officials of the U.N_-Including Mr.
Annan, then not heading it. A#ica can ili-afford
another such trauma.
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“Kabila Jr setto ta

Kinshasa, January 24 o \)\/

i

e oath as President

THE DEMOCRATIC Republic
of Congo (DRC)Y is 10 swear in on
Wednesday as President Joscph
Kabila, the voung and politically
untested General who inherits the
war-torn chaos of this huge
African country a day after his
murdered father and predecessor
was kaid 10 rest

Kahila was hurricdly appointed
as the countrv's leadey after a
hodyguard assigned to proteet his
father Laurcnt shot the former
President dead on Junuary 16.

Justice  Minister  Mwenze
Kongolo said the voung Kabila
was put in charge because the
DRC was “on the verge of calami-
tv and chaos and we had to be
responsible” in moving tast to fill
the power vacuum.

A senior government source,
who asked to remain anonymous,
said Parlisment would formally
approve the appointment in vrder
to give Joseph Kabila the judictal
and political foundation to his
leadership.

His oath will be taken before the
Supreme Court.

The ceremony comes a day atier
hundreds of thousands of cmo-
tional supporiers turned ont for
the burial of hiv father in a
Kinshisa mauwsoleum ¢lose to the
Congo River.,

The burial of the former Marxist

guerrilla came as the contral

]

Interim President of Congo Joseph Kabila pays his respects at the coffin of his father, late President
Laurent Kabila, at People’s Palace in the capital city Kinshasa on Tuesday, Photo: AP

African country Laces a regional
war tiat has sphit it inhall, and the
possibifity of dangerous divisions
in the armed forees iodowing the
strongman's death.

Joseph Kubila descended into
his father's vault to lay a single

flower on the coftin after a 21-gun
salute and a fly-past.

The heads ol state of Angola.
Malawi, Namibia. Sudan, Zambin.
and Zimbabwe and senior repre-
sentatives of other nations also
left flowers in the mausoleum.

outside the historic Pakace of the
Nation. Troops from the DRC's
sliles.  Angola, Namibia and
Zimbabwe, meanwhile locked
Kinshasa down, patroliing along-
side DRC troops and police.
(Guardian News Service)”
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/LATE UNLAMENTED

_&Kablla goes out the African way &

ENT Kabila’s life didn’t change much for Congo, it is
unhkelv that his death will have much of an impact
either, except perhaps to give fresh hope to his enemies in the
east, rallied around the Congolese Movement for Democracy

- and the Movement for the Liberation of Congo, backed by

Rwanda and Uganda, which, in turn, will fuel a fresh round

+ of fighting. This is nothing new for Congo. The manner of

Kabila's death — he was either shot by a general in Kinshasa

. or by an aide aboard a plane taking him to Zimbabwe for

treatment — indicates the kind of regime he was running and
the people he had around him. If people expected a change in
May 1997, when he deposed that notorious tyrant, Mobutu
Sese Seko, they were soon disappointed. Like Mobutu, he did

" pretty much what he wanted, concentrating all legislative

and executive powers in his person and appointing a 300

. member Legislative and Constituent Assembly all on his own

in July last year, while troops from Angola, Zimbabwe and

. Namibia watched over his diamond mines in Katanga, taking

their share of the spoils for services rendered. There were the
usual charges of corruption and nepotism, which is not
surprising, given Kabila's background — he wag abandoned
by Che Guevara in the Sixtles when as a freewheeling
revolutionary he paid more attention to his women and his !
liquor, than to the cause he ostensibly espoused. He was
brought to power by Rwanda and Uganda, but refused to give :
them a cut in the deal — and there was no peace.

The United Nations has made feeble attempts to get a grip
on the situation in Congo, but after its experience in Somalia,
it is understandably very careful about what it does in Africa. '
The UN maintains a small force that is ridiculously ill-
equipped to confront the numbers on the opposite side. A
peace agreement, incorporating a ceasefire, was signed in |
Lusaka in July 1999 by Kabila and all forelgn intervening |
powers, but not by the rebels, the people concerned. In any

i

case, full-scale fighting broke out again in November and has "

continued unabated ever since. Kabila could neither unite the !
country, nor induce his opponents to enter into a reasonable
powersharing agreement with him. One doesn’t know if this |
is at all possible in Congo which remains a hostage t
warlordism and Kabila couldn’t even be the kind of cre
strongman that Mebutu was. He will not be missed.



INSHASA (DRC), JAN. 21. In the first
official account of the murder of
the Congo President, Laurent Ka-
bila, the Justice Minister, Mr.
Mwenze Kongolo, said on Satur-
day that Kabila had been talking
to one of his economic advisors
when the assassin came into the
room. “The guard came in and it
was natural for Kabila to listen to
what he had to say,” Mr. Mwenze
told a news conference in Kin-
shasa, explaining why the Presi-
dent had leaned forward as the
gunman opened fire.

“One of the bullets wen/}\“ t
behind the ear and came Yight
behind the ribs. 1 think that’s the
one that killed him,” Mr.
Mwenze told a news conference.
“Two other bullets went in the
stcmach but were not fatal.”

Meanwhile, Kabila’s body was
brought to Kinshasa on Sunday.
The slain leader's 31-year-old
son, Mr. Joseph Kabila, already
named as interim head of state,
will be sworn in as the new Presi-
dent of Africa’s third largest
couniry, after the funeral on
Tuesday. Wailing women were

among the thousands of mourn-
ers who paid tribute to Kabila in
his home city of Lubumbashi, to
which the body was flown on Sat-
urday from the Zimbabwean
capital, Harare,

The coffin mﬁmboard a
plane at Kinshasa’s N'Djili air-
port shortly hefore 12.30 p.m. lo-
cal time. The body is expected to
lie in state in Kinshasa's People's
Palace before being buried on
Tuesday. Thousands of mourn-
ers lined the route from the air-
port, many wearing T-shirts
bearing Kabila's image. Mr. Jo-
seph Kabila had arrived earlier,
dressed in a black suit, to await
the arrival of his father’s body.
Preparations were under way for
a state funeral, to be followed by
the swearing-in of Mr. Joseph Ka-
bila.

In Lubumbashi on Sdturday,
Kabila's white flag-draped casket
was carried on a gun carriage to
the regional Parliament building,
Armed soldiers ran alongside the
convoy of decorated military ve-
hicles as it wound its way
through the city. It was like ev-

irst account of Kabila’s murder

eryone in town was there, The
man represented their only
hope. He had been the first lead-
er from this part (of the country)
since independence leader Pa-
trice Lumumba,” said an African
diplomat who was at the scene.
Western journalists were turned
back after police mounted road-
blocks on all roads leading to Lu-
bumbashi.

State television has shown the
younger Kabila meeting foreign
diplomats during the past few
days, but he has made no public
comments. In one of his first
acts, however, Mr. Kabila or-
dered the payment of salaries for
civil servants and soldiers. The
head of the U.N. Mission in Con-
go said on Saturday after meet-
ing Mr. Kabila that he had shown
willingness to work for peace.

Mr. Mwenze pledged on Satur-
day that the Gavernment would
resume negotiations to end the
civil war after the President’s fu-
neral. “As soon as we have fin-
ished the burial of the President,

we will start negotiating aggin,”
he said. — AP, W
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L-Kabila’s son
new Congo
President.
I%/tf} ]
: DEUTSCHE PRESS AGEI\I'I;UR

Lo 50~

NAIROBI, Jan. 19. — urs
after the government of the
Democratic Republic of Congo
finally confirmed that Presi-
dent Laurent Kabila was dead,
his son formally took over as
new head of state today.

Mr Joseph Kabila, 31, who
received foreign diplomats in
the capital Kinshasa last
evening, is aldo new chief of the
armed forces. Lo :
Kabila, who was reported to
have been shot by a bodyguard
in Kinshasa, was officially .
declared dead yesterday. The
declaration ended two days of -
confusion about his fate. .
Anti-government rebels said ;
they opposed Mr Joseph Kabi- -
la's succession as new leader of -
the central African country.
Kinshasa was quiet today,
with radio reports saying there
. |was no plundering in the centre
:lof the ecity of more than 5
“|million people as securit
t|remained extremely tight. y\
.| Government officials expected
||Mr Kabila’s body would be
‘llransported from the
Zimbabwean capital Harare
tomorrow and taken to his
'hometown of Lubumbashi in
i Katanga province. e
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/Rebels rej jiect
Kabﬂa ]umoﬂ

FROM I\fIA'I'i'HEW TOSTEVIN

Kinshasa, Jan. 19 (Reuters):
Anti-government rebels in the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo today
rejected Joseph Kabila as interim
head of state after the killing of his
father, President Laurent Kabila,
and accused him of new acts of
war.

The rebel reaction heightened
gloom in the region over the fu-
ture of Africa’s third biggest coun-
try, racked by a war involving sev-
eral foreign armies struggling
over its huge mineral wealth.

The rebels alleged that govern-
ment forces had bombed their po-
sitions in defiance of a much-bro-
ken ceasefire agreement.

Kin-Kiey Mulumba,
spokesman for the main Rwan-
dan-backed rebel movement, the
Congolese Rally for Democracy
(RCD), said government planes
had dropped six bombs near the
northern town of Basankusu yes-
terday. “We strongly condemn
this bambing. It’s the most nega-
tive signal we could receive from
Kinshasa,” he said.

“We see nothing has changed
in Kinshasa. He (Joseph) is just
like his father,” Mulumba said by

telephone from Bmsis.

There was ho independent con-
firmation of the bombing raid on
Basankusu and no casualties
were reported, but one regional
security source commented:;
“This is business as usual. The
war is just going to carry on as be-
fore.”

The capital Kinshasa was calm
after the belated confirmation by
the government last night that
Laurent Kabila had indeed died
after being shot by one of his sol-
diers on Tuesday.

But news of his assassination
was met with despair by residents
in rebel-held eastern Congo who
feared his death may prolong a
foreign occupation which has
brought them only misery.

The town of Bukavu on the
southern tip of Lake Kivu is under
the occupation of Rwandan forces,
which back the rebels who took ap
arms against Kabila in August
1998. Most Congolese deeply re-
sent the occupying army and say
the local economy has collapsed
under Rwandan rule., South
African President Thabo Mbeki
joined a chorus of calls for the new
leader to embrace a peace accord

agreed in 1999. /Z
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Kabila’s death an ('\ifaen ~

secret now: Congo Opp

Kinshasa, January 18 *&Q\

THE SITUATION in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
capital Kinshasa, was described as
uncertain two nights atter the
assassination attempt on the coun-
try's President, Laurent Kabila,
reports said early today.

However, the Congo gov-
ernment moved fast to fill
the power vacuum and
annointed Kabila junior as
his successor. An announce-
ment was expected on
Thursday on the fate of
President Laurent Kabila,
who was reportedly killed by
a personal aide.

General Joseph Kabila
met diplomats, diplomatic
sources said on Thursday, A
brief meeting took place on
Wednesday after Joseph
Kabila was named at an
emergency cabinet session
to take charge.

They added that ambassadors led
by the doven of the diplomatic
corps, Sissa Le Bernard of Central
African Republic, cxchanged
words with General Kabila, the
former Army chief, who is barely
in his thirties. Several foreign gov-
ernments and a junior DRC gov-
eroment minister have said that
Kabila died after he was shot on
Tuesday.

1944: Born in Kalemie, Belgian Corigo
1980: Belgian Congo gains independence a
Zaire.
1984: Takes part in failed, Marxist-inspired
Stanieyviile uprising E
. 1986-90: Founds the Peopie's Revolutlonary
F‘arty. supported by Emesto “Che”
! Guevars, Lives “in the bush”, altegedly
profiting from gokt, diamond rade

1 1896: Leader of Alliance of Democratlc Forces for the
. Liberation of Zaire
1997 Overtirows dictator Mobutu, pro&,lmms hnmself President of the
" Demoeratic Republic of Congo )
2001 January 18, reportedly shot gead by a bodyguard

Meanwhile, the leade of the
DRC Peaccful Opposition,
Etienne Tshisekedi, said Rere on
Thursday that Kabila’s dea h ina
coup attempt this week is "ah open
secret.” In the DRC, outlying radio
stations have all reported the
death” of Kahila, Tshisekedi, a for-

LIFE OF ADVENTURE, DEATH IN MYSTERY

G\

streets of the Kinshasa were being
patrolled by military vchicles as
most of the city's five million peo. -
ple remained in their homes while
confusing reports and rumours cit-
culated about the fate of Kabila.

Following the attack Tuesday on
Kabila by one of his bodyguards,
sources in Belgium,
the former cotonial
ruler of the Congo,
as well as in France,
Britain and
Zimbabwe, said the
Congolese President
was dead.

But the Congo
Government  said
Kabila had been
severely wounded
and was flown out of
the country for treat-
ment. Congolesc
officials, however,

mer prime minister of Zaire, told a
press conference.” The truth is
there, it's a sort of an open secret,
everybody knows it," he said. The
leaders currently in power in
Kinshasa, who claimed Kabils had
been wounded but was still alive,
will announce his death "when, for
domestic reasons, they are able to,”
he said.

The  British  Broadcasting
Corporation reported that the

™e H]NDUST

did not say where
Kabila had been
taken.

Official Zimbabwe media had
reported that Kabila had died of
wounds on a flight to Harare.
Ziana, thc state-owned news
agency, quoted unnamed govern-
ment officials as saying Kabila
atrived dead early on Wednesday
in Hararc."Kabila's body was flown
to Zimbabwe and it arrived carly
this morning,” an official was quot-
ed as saying. {AFP)

-
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DRC / PRESIDENT'S FATE STILL UNCLEAR

Kabila’s"son

By M. S. Prabhakara \ A

CAPE TOWN (SOUTH AFRICA), JAN, 18. \*1?1}‘01' Gen-
eral |oseph Kabila, eldest son of Mr. Laurent
Kabila, President of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, has been “given” the leadership
of the Government and the military high com-
mand in the country.

This was announced in a breadcast over na-
tional TV and radio by Mr. Dominique Sakom-
bi, Information Minister and spokesperson of
the DRC Governiment,

Mr. Sakombi's brief statement said, “For
reasons of appropriate medical care, and in the
light of the urgency”, Mr. Laurent Kabila had
been “transterred our of the country’ follow-
ing “'a regrettable attack” that had taken place
in the presidential palace in Kinshasa on Jan.
16 in which “‘the President of the Republic. the
Head of State, the Head of the Public Salvaton
Government and the Supreme Commander of
the Congolese armed forces” had been injured.

“Thus, awaiting his recovery and to ensure
the continuity of the state, and to maintain the
safety of property and people during this peri-
od of war and aggression, of which our home-
land is the wictim, the Public Salvation
Government, which met in an extraordinary
session today, has decided to give the lead-
ership of the Government and the military high
command to Major-General Joseph Kabila,”

The statement ended with the wishes of the
Government for Mr. Kabila's “speedy recovery
and rapid return among us.” There is still no
clarity an the fate of President Kabila. The Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe deferred the release of
its promised statement today on the “condi-
tion” of Mr. Kabila, based on the medical re-
port by doctors “who have been attending to
President Kabila". Such a statement was prom-
ised yesterday by Prof. Jonathan Movyo, Zim-
habwe's Minister for Information, in the
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in command

A man said to be Mr. Joseph Kabila is
seen in this TV image taken from an
undated footage in the DRC on
Wednesday. — AP

course of his contradiction of an earlier state-
ment by his colleague in the Defence Ministry
that Mr. Kabila had been assassinated. Reports
from Harare said the statement had been de-
layed pending consultations with the DRC
Government,

While there has been no official confirma-
tion from Kinshasa that Mr. Kabila has died,
reports from western (and South African)
sources suggest that Mr. Kabila, severely
wounded in the sheoting, died on the planc
while being transported to Harare, or while he-

ing rreated for his injuries in hospital.  Mean-
while, the Zimbabwe President, Mr. Robert
Mugahe, who had gone to Cameroon to attend

the Franco-African Sumimirt, is cutting short his
vigit and returning to Harare.
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KINSHASA, Jan. 17. -~ Th
fate of the Congolese President,
Laurent Kabila, is still uncer-
tain.

While Kabila’s US spokesman
said yesterday Kabila had died
after being shot, government
sources claimed the President
was “alive and OK".

“He's died,” said Mr dJohn
Aycoth, lobbyist and publie
relations consultapt who acts
as Kabila’s spokesman in the
USA.

Mr Aycoth said over phone
from Durham, North Carolina,
that he had spoken io top
Congolese officials in Kinshasa
who had confirmed Kabila's
death. He said the government
would make an announcement
early today, but the news
conference didn’t take place at
the time he said it would.

(CNN today said a Congolese
government statement read out
oh state television had confir-
’ med Kabﬂa s death, adds

AP & AFP

Reuters from London. How-
ever, Congolese television mo-
nitored in London didn’t con-
firm the death.

The British foreign office
minister, Mr Peter Hain, said
today he had confirmation that
Kabila is dead. “Our amba-
ssador has just counfirmed that
Kabila is dead.”)

A late night meeting of min-
isters has been called in Kins-
hasa, an official statement iss-
ued by Kabila's office said
today. “All the ministers, dele-
gate ministers and vice minis-
fers are called to report to the
Organisation of African Unity
offices” in the capital, the
communique said.

There has been no official
word from the government
apout whether the President
had been shot. Tanks and
trucks filled with soldiers pat-
rolled empty streets while
helicopters cruised the air
overhead., State radio played
scheduled programmes.

> The Congolese government,
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however, refused to elaborate
publicty on the President’s
condition. “President Kabila is
alive and everything is OK”
said the Congolese army chief,
Gen Francois Olenga.

A member of Kabila's security
entourage said on condition of
anonymity that the bodyguard
had shot the President yes-
terday, but that Kabila was
alive and being treated

French and Belgian foreign
ministry officials quoted local
sources as saying that Kabila
might have died of injuries
following the half-hour firefight
at the presidential palace.
Belgium is Congo's former colo-
nial ruler and retains close ties
with the nation, formerly
known as Zaire.

“From three sources I have
that Kabila has most likely
been shot to death,” said the
Belgian foreign affairs min-
ister, Mr Louis Michel, in Bro-
szels, Earlier, his spokesman,
Koen Vervaecke, said: “He has

prohably been shot by one of his

guards.” Intelligence officers in
Rwanda, which supports the
Congo rebels, also said they
had unconfirmed reporis that
Kabila had been killed.

The conflicting reports came
hours after withesses described
gunfire around the Kabila's
home. It was unclear who was
responsible for the shooting.

A presidential helicopter
landed at Kinghasa's main
hospital, a government official
who witnessed the event said.
There were uncenfirmed rep-
orts that it was carrying the
President’s son, Joseph Kabila,
who had apparently been
injured. The younger Kabila is
the head of Congo’s mililary.

Presidential aide Mr Eddy
Kapend went on naticnal
television shortly after the
gunfire ended to appeal for
calm, but he made no mention
of the incident. Mr Kapend
ordered that all airports and
borders be closed, appealing to
the armed forces and civil
society  leaders to he]ka

Imaintain order.

Later, the Congolese interior
minister, Mr Gaetan Kakudji,
announced a curfew from an 8
pm. to 6 am. He said the
curfew had heen ordered by
Kabila himself.

Amid the confusion of the
shooting, Kinshasa residents
hurried home and many streets
were guickly deserted. Truck-
lvads of armed soldiers patro-
Ilted the streets in the capital.
Large numbers of troops in
armored vehicles and on foot
blocked off roads near Kabila’s
hilltop residence, not far from
downtown Kinshasa.

"Kabila has been fighting a
civil war since August 1998,
when r8bel forces backed by his
former allies, Rwanda and
Uganda, turned against him.

In the war's early stages, the
rebels reached the cutskirts of
Kinshasa before being turned
back by Kabila's army, which is
now supported by Angola,
Namibia and Zimbabwe.

Speaking from Brussels, Mr

Kin-Kiey Mulumba, a spokes-
man for one of the main rebel
groups, insisted that Kabila
was dead. The shooting proved
that the Congolese people

wanted a change, he said,
denying that rebels had
anything to do with it.

Kabila came to power in May
1997 following a rebellion
against  former  dictater,
Mobutu Sese Seko.

Kabila came to power in May
1997 following a rebellion
against  former  dictator,
Moebutu Sese Seko. The
rebellion was backed by
Uganda and Rwanda.

The world community initially
welcomed Kabila, who many
hoped would be a vast
improvement over Mobutu's
decades-long rule.

But Kabila quickly alienated
himself, inviting close friends
and relatives into the govern-
ment and obstructing a UN
probe into reports that his rebel
army had slaughtered
thousands of Hutu refugees.



Kabila’s fate still remains

By M.S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, JAN. 17. The uncertain-
ty about the fate of the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo President,
Mr. Laurent Kahila, continues,

Contradicting  earlier reports,
twa of them from officlals of the
Foreign Ministries in Brussels and
Pretoria, that Mr. Kabila had been
assassinated yesterday, reports
from Kinshasa continue to speak
of an “attempt' 10 assassinate
Mr. Kabila. According to one of
these reports, Mr. Kabila was
wounded in this attempt and
flown “outside the country” for
treatment of his injuries. The re-
port alse identified the assailant
as on¢ “Lieutenant Rashid”, one
of the security guards of Mr. Kabi-
1a, who has been killed. An official
of the Department of Information
in Zimbabwe denied other re-
ports that Mr. Kabila had “died of
his wounds'' in the plane that was
carrying him to Harare,

Officials in Kinshasa have also
denied earlier reports that Mr. Jo-
seph Kabila, Mr. Kabila's son, had
died in the incident yesterday.
They maintain that Mr. Joseph
Kabila is now “in charge” of the
country, and will be soon ad-
dressing the nation.

t is not also clear if the assassi-
nation is part of an externally in-
spired coup or part of a palace

-~

coup. The event is bound to fur-
ther worsen whar has for long
been a volatile situation. There
are repoits that some of the rebel
forces uperating with the support
of Uganda and Rwanda are plan-
ning to ‘march’ to Kinshasa.

The assassination brings to an
end a remarkable political career
which goes back to the volatile
days that followed the toppling of
Patrice Lumumba, followed by his
torture and murder — an act au-
thorised and planned by the CIA
and executed by its henchmen in
Congo. The denoucment of that
process took place on January 17,
1961.

Mr. Kabila was a member of the
youth wing of one of the political
parties allied with Patrice Lu-
mumba’s  Movement National
Congolais (MNC), the political
party that led the independence
movement. He was among the
leaders of four Lumambaist rebel-
lions (Peirre Mulele was anothern)
that broke forth in 1963-64, lead-
ing the rebellion in Northern Ka-
tanga. Following the collapse of
these attempts, he moved to East-
ern Zaire. on the border of Tan-
zania, from where he formed the
People's Revolutionary Party, an
avowedly Marxist organisation,
and continued the resistance to
the regime.

It was during this phasc that he

came into contact with Ernesto
‘Che’ Guevara, duriug Che's sev-
en-month so]oum {Aprii-Novem-
ber [965) in the Lastern Congo,
attempting to implement his the-
ory and practice of guerilla war-
fare in this part of Africa. Che's
interaction with Mr. Kabila was
marked by high hapes and disap-
pointinent, bath recounted with
passionare objectivity in his Dair-
ies of the Revolutionary War in
the Congo, which have been re-
centy published. The following
passage towards the end of the
Dairies, summing up the a.:tuanon
in the Congo and of Mr, Kabila’s
potential and weakness
Jenuary lﬂﬁﬁ\tel]h as puch about
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its autho- as about his subject;
“The only man who has genu-
ine qualities of a mass leader is, in
my view, Kabila. The purest of
revolutionaries cannot tead a rev-
olution unless he has certain
qualities of a leader, but a man
who has qualities of a leader can-
not, simply for that reason, carry d
revolution forward. Tt is essential
to have revolutionary seriousness,
an ideology that can guide action,
a spirit of sacrifice that accompa-
nies one's actions. Up to now, Ka-
bila has not shown that he
possess any of these qualities. e
is young and it is possible he will
change. But I will make so bold as
to say, in this text that will see the
light of day only after many vears
have passed, that | have very great
doubits about his ability 1o over-
came his defects in the environ-
ment in which he operates...”

Notwithstanding this judgment
which in its totalily is not as nega-
tive as is often made out, Mr, Ka-
hila made a drarnatic return to the
centre stage after over 30 years of
obscurity when he fed the forces
of Alliance of Democratic Forces
for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire
and, after a swift campaign, cap-
tured power in May 1997, The
events since then are too well
knnown and are indeed the st
history in the making —
his assassination.
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THERE ARE EARLY signals that the continent of
Africa may have begun the long climb out of the
despair of the last few decades. A coup crushed
in the Ivory Coast in a notoriously trigger-hap-
py continent, a peaceful democratic transition
in Ghana when no one expected the incumbent
to hand over power considering the circum-
stances in which he seized it and a degree of
democratic political stability in Nigeria, the re-
gienal giant, must all augur well for Africa. Gha-
na in particular had long been a lost cause, first
under the despot Nwame Nkrumah and then
under the autocratic Mr. Jerry Rawlings, the for-
mer air force pilot who seized power 20 years
gfo. His decision to accept defeat in a demo-
ratic election declared by independent observ-
ers as fair and free and to hand over power to an
Opposition at the end of a mandated two-term
Presidency can prove to be a turning point for a
region which can beneficially begin to exploit
its untapped natural wealth. Together with the
positive developments in the other regions of
the sprawling continent, there are mare than
clear hints that this century may at last belong
to Africa.

This is a harbouring of hope that would
have appeared impossible and impractical even
five years ago. During the last decade of the
20th century everything appeared gloomy for
the neglected and long exploited continent,
with the shameful ethnic massacres in Central
Africa highlighting the depths of despair to
which human relations had sunk. The Congo
and Angola, the ideological playing fields of the
Cold War, were descending into civil war, in
Sierra Leone anti-Government forces were
scoring astounding victories in the battlefields
and in Zimbabwe a long- serving President was

A RENAISSANCE IN AFRICA "

ready to whip up racial hatred in order to re-
main in power. Mr. Robert Mugabe's land-sei-
zure campaign mercifully won little support
from other African leaders who saw through his
game while they also underscored the justness
of the demand that the white usurpers return
the land to the original, mostly black owners. To
compound the continent’'s man-made trage-
dies was the outbreak of the killer disease AIDS.
The signs were hopeless. \

“What is happening in Africa is a\tragedy, a
real tragedy,” lamented Mr. Kofi Annan, U.N.
Secretarv-General, while appealing to. the in-
ternational community to help stop the conti-
nent from proceeding further on its suicidal
journey. Ironically, and inexplicably, the Afri-
can tragedy was unfolding during the conti-
nent’s hour of glory: return of multiracial
democracy to South Africa. But the expecta-
tions roused by that revolutionary triumph
were not fulfilled. The flowering of democracy
and majority rule after the cruel years of apar-
theid and the helmsmanship of the Nobel lau-
reate, Mr. Nelson Mandela, failed to pull the
continent out of its hopelessness. Mr. Mande-
la’s reluctance to take a leadership role perhaps
put paid to hopes that the end of the Cold War
might also end the exploitation of Africa and
that its agonies may be behind it. His successor,
Mzr. Thabo Mbeki's proactive approach to the
continent’s myriad problems and the general
shift away from violence and toward democra-
¢y in the whole continent suggest that the third
millennium may have begun on a hopeful note
for Africa. The key to success lies in enlightened
cooperation among the countries of the conti-
nent which is continuing to pay a heavy price
for its colonial past.
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Mugabe rivals thrown to lions,

JAN RATH
THE TIMES LONDON }\. R

T

HARARE, Jan. 11. - Zimbab-

- wean authorities’ capacity for

irnaginative cruelty was demo-
nstrated again this week when

- police dumped 13 Oppositicen

campaigners in their charge in
the middle of a game reserve.
Mr Morgan Tsvangirai, presi-
dent of the Opposition Move-
ment for Democratic Change,
said the 13, under arrest since
last week in the remote south-
eastern Lowveld, were bundled
into police vehicles'on Tuesday
and driven deep into the
Gonarezhou National Park.
The name means Land of
elephants’ in the local Shang-
aan language and the reserve
is one of the mosi hostile of the

L,countrys wildlife parks
" elephants

are notoriously
aggressive to humans; it has a
large number of lions and other
dangerous predators; and it lies
in one of the hottest and most
arid areas in the country.

As police drove into the park,
they dropped their prisoners in
pairs and several miles apart,
ordering them at gunpoint to
walk inte the bush, Mr
Tsvangirai said. They were
told: “You like to campaign,
now start campaigning to the
lions and wild animals,” he told
a press conference where moat
of the group were present,
“They were meant to be fed o
the lions. By the grace of Ged
they survived.”

They managed to link up with
each other by blowing whistles.

out 12 miles when a passing

hlc]e stopped and drove them
to safety. No comment was :
available from police, but Mr
Tsvangirai said he would
pursue the matter,

The 13 were campaigning for
the party in a by-election in the
nearby Bikita constituency,
and the incident was the latest
in a pattern of intimidation
imposed by President Mugabe's
ruling Zanu Party and
supporead by authorities.

Rer orts from the constituency
» government pick-up

iraded  with ruling
party gs carrying pickaxe
handles and firchombs,

speeding along the rutted roads
of the impeverished tribal area
int search of MDC supporters/_
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rince Metternich, Austtidn bhan-

cellor in mid-19th centurv)and no

friend of Italy’'s. once said that

Italy was nothing more than a geo-
graphical expression. Despite Metter-
nich’s sarcasm and in spite of being the
cockpit of Europe, Italy was unified in the
1860s. About 3,000 kilometres away from
Italy and almost a century later, Metter-
nieh’s description was borrowed by Obafe-
mi Awolowo, a towering leader of western
Nigeria. In 1947, Awclowo said that Nige-
ria was not a nation, but only a geographi-
cal expression.

There are innumerable instances in
history when such “geographical expres-
sions™ have emerged into viable political
entities. Some of them have even become
nation-stales through social engineering.
Now, four decades after independence,
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country
with 120 million people, suitably illus-
trates the scope as well as the limits of
such social engineering.

The country was formed by a stroke of
the bureaucratic pen in 1914 when the
British celonial administration added to
the colonies in and around the Niger Delta
the protectorate of the north to create
what now bears the name of Nigeria. The
event was so contrived that it engendered
a debate about the choice of an appropri-
ate label for the new political entity. In the
end the view that it should be named after
theriver “Niger” prevailed.

At the time of its independence in 1960,
the country had three provinces: North-
ern, Western and Eastern. The one in the
north was predominantly Muslim, while
the Western and Eastern provinces in the
solith were inhabited by the Yoruba and
the Tho ethnic groups respectively. The
Ibhos were predominantly Christian,
whereas the Yoruba's lovalty was divided
between Christianity and Islam.

Following Ibo attempts to secede and
form the independent state of Biafra,
which also led to the Biafra civil war, sev-
eral more constituent states were formed.
In 1975 the number of states increased to
19, in 1987 to 21, and in 1991 to 30. At pre-
sent, even though the countrv has 36
states, there are detnands for new ones, for
example, by the Ogoni of Rivers State,
whose learder, the well known writer Ken
Sare-Wiwa, was executed by the military
regime some years ago.

verriding the multiplicity of
O states, some bread configurations
can be identified. Muslims domi-
nate 19 of the 36 states, all in the north.

* Today. the largely Muslim combination,

the AREWA Consultative Forum is cam-
paigning against what they call “the mar-
ginalization of the north”. This body is op-

" posed by AFENIFIRE, a Yoruba socio-cul-

tural platform, fighting the current presi-
dent, Olusegun Obasanjo. The third group
has been christened as OQhaneze, a repre-
sentative body of the Ibo, voicing their

i grievances, real or imagined.

The current inter-ethnic conflagration

_in the country started when Muslims
. pressed for the introduction of the shariah
- in the northern states which led to violent

protests from Christians. The shariah has

" for long governed the community in mat-

ters of inheritance and marriage. But re-
cently, a Muslim dominated state in the
north, Zanifara. opted for the extended use
of the shariah. Eight other Muslim domi-

« Chan

A clash of interests among religious and ethnic groups
is behind the volatile and unpredictable political
situation in Nigeria, writes Ansu Datta

Obasanjo: engineering skills

nated states followed the lead, including
Kano, Nigeria’s most populous northern
state.

___The application of the shariah has gen-

‘erated some confusion. It is not clear

whether the legal system will be applied to
non-Muslims. In Kano, for instance, the
shariah code took effect from November
26, 2000. But a tour of the Kano city re-
vealed that alcohol, prohibited by the
shariah, was openly consumed in the ghet-
to of southerners. Some already believe
that the subjection of one section of the
peonle to shariah while the others get to
enjoy “un-Islamic” pleasures will be

harmful to the stability of the society.

Yet it is wrong to label the Nigerian cri-
sis simply as a Christian-Muslim conflict,
Had it been so, one would have expected a
Christian united front in the south pitted
against the Muslims, mainly of the north,
spearheaded by the Hausa and the Fulani,
considered the most militant of the Islam-
ic communities, This has not happened.
Also, the north is not entirely Islamic. For
instance, the Tiv, an ethniec group that has
been conventionally allied with the north,
is mainly Christian. Also, there is a deep
chasm between the almost entirely Christ-
ian Fbo in the southeast and the Yoruba in

& Acceptability of leaders like Obasanjo provides some
evidence that social engineering in Nigeria through the
present constitutional set-up has so far attained some
success. But it is still difficult to foretell what will
happen in the next presidential elections 7

: .
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southwest. In fact, a sizable section of the
Yoruba, especially in northern Yoruba-
land, professes Islam.

The tension between Yoruba identity
and Muslim distinctiveness was brought
to the fore in 1993 on the occasion of the
election of Moshood Abiola as president of
Nigeria. A Muslim Yoruba, Abiola was
proudly flaunted as one of them by the
Yoruba, both Christian and Muslim. On
the other hand, Muslim Nigertans belong-
ing to other ethnic groups, the majority of
whom are Hausa-Fulani, did not quite
identify with him.

udolph Okonkwe, a contemporary
observer, calls Nigeria a country

where “the best is impossible and
the worst never happens”. Of course, in
history one has to wait eternally for the
best to happen to any country since one
can’t be sure of the future. But the worst
for Nigeria almost happened in the late
Sixties with the Biafran war, when mil-
lions of lives were lost and the country
teetered on the brink of disaster.

Recent happenings and even a cursory
look at some of the views expressed on
Nigerian chat sites on the internet make it
abundantly clear that thoughtless, even
reckiess, brinkmanship is on the rise
again, Irreconcilable sectarian claims,
supported by otherwise respected person-
alities, are also not unconmmeon.

Ibo leaders have been stressing the
need for a confederal set-up for the coun-
try in which constituent units will enjoy
much greater power. Many prominent
Yoruba (among them Wole Soyinka, the
Nobel laureate) have been advancing the
idea of a sovereign constitutional confer-
ence that will have the task of re-negotiat-
ing anew constitution.

Some even speak of liberating them-
selves from the “internal colonialism”
supposedly imposed by the Hausa-Fulani
on the southerners, especially the Yoruba.
Last year, an aggressive Yoruba outfit is
said to have organized bloody riots against
Hausa-Fulani residents of Lagos. The re-
cent pronouncement of the 19 Northern
governors threatening vengeance killing
of southerners, if such blood bath is re-
peated, shows how close the country is to
another disaster.,

Yet an astute observer will not miss the
positive forces in Nigerian society. Four
decades of independence have created an
upper crust of people — consisting of re-
tired army officers, former heads of state,
top bureaucrats, and successful business-
men and entrepreneurs — who have a
stake in the stability of the country.

tem of the country makes it difficult

for anyone to win the presidential
race with support from a single region.
Obasanjo’s victory as president in 1999 il-
lustrates this point. Although a Yoruba
and a Christian from the south, much of
Obasanjo’s backing criginally came from
the Muslim north.

Acceptability of leaders like Obasanjo
provides some evidence that social engi-
neering in Nigeria through the present
constitutional set-uip has so far attained
some success. But volatility, not pre-
dictability, is Nigeria's forte. Who can

foretell what will happen in the ne; i
dential election due in a coupletf v
time, or even before?

F urthermere, the constitutional sys-
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q\ By M. 8. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN, paN. 8. The President of the African Na-
tionak Congfess, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, has called on the
party’s ranl and file te ensure that the new structur-
es of the local government “serve the people and do
not allow for any corrupt practice”.

Other priorities spelt out by My, Mbeki during a
rally in Kimberly on Sunday, marking the 84th anni-
versary of the founding of the ANC, are strength-
ening of the party and its structures at the grassroots
fevel, and ensuring that these are in regular contact
with the masses. le also called for the strengthening
of the tripartite alliance, adding, however, & signif-
icant caveat that “this must continue to be a princi-
pled alliance”.

The ANC traces its origins to the South African
Native National Congress which was formed at a
conference in Bloemfontein on Jan. 8, 1912. The or-
ganisation renamed itself as the African National
Congress in 1923.

As always, Mr., Mbeki’s address was informed by
his deep and passionate commitment to “African
renaissance’’. At about a dozen points in his address
he referred to this idea, or his related idea of the 21s¢
century marking the cornmencement of the " African
Century”.

“Africa’s time has come”, Mr. Mbeki said and
called for the rebuilding of Africa’s economies which
had been over the centuries ravaged by slavery, colo-
nialism and neo-coloniatism,

The priorities sct in Mr Mbeki's address, actually
the text of a statement issued in the name of the
ANC’s National Executive Committee, the party's
highest policy-making bedy every year on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of its founding, quite simply
locate some of the persistent organisational weak-
nesses which were dealt with more extensively dur-
ing the ANC’s National General Council meeting in
Port Elizabeth in July last year.

Mr. Mbeki's address was especially criticai of “op-
portunists and careerists within our ranks”™ and
sternly warned against “corruption and a culture of
personal enrichment” within the ANC.

These remarks have to be scen in the immediate
context of the recently concluded local governiment
elections in which the Democratic Alliance, forged
by the Democratic Party and the New National Party,
characterised by the ANC and perceived by the ma-
jority of the people, as the party of white privilege,
made significant gains. The ANC won control over 72
per cent of the municipalities, including the three

,  renaissance

metropolitan councils in Gauteng, but failed to wrest
control of Cape Town or the majerity of the munici-
palities in the Western Cape lrom the DA.

The ANC has reason to be concerned, even though
Mr. Mheki tried to sound positive about the electoral
outcome. He noted in particular two matters for
worry: the low turnout of the young voters; and two,
“our failure, once again, to draw larger numbers of
people from the national minorities towards our
movement’.

This is a persistent weakness whose consequence,
the ANC's failure to make significant gains, let alone
win, in Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal, has been
a constant in the outcome of every electoral exercise
naticnally and at the local level since the advent of

democracy. .
/
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. the Opposition.

The victory of M.
John Agyekum Kuflior
in the December 28
Presidential poll is the
Jirst time Ghana has
seen a peaceful and
non-controversial
political transition.
M. S. PRABHAKARA
reports.

HE VICTORY of Mr. lohn

Agyekum Kufuor, of the

New  Pawiotic  Party

(NPP}, in the December
28 Presidential poll run-off, de-
feating Professor John Evans Atta
Mills, the couniry’s Vice-Presi-
dent and candidate of the ruling
National Democratic Congress
(NDC), marks the end of nearly
two decades of dominance of
Ghana's politics by the President,
Mr. Jerry fohn Rawlings. This is
the first titne that Ghana has had
a peaceful and non-controversial
political (ransition, with one
demacratically-etected  Govern-
ment being voted out to make
way for another led by a leader of

Mr. John Agyekum Kufuot...
historic victory.

of the valid votes as against the
43.10 per cent secured by M1, Atta
Mills. Mr. Kufuor also obtained a
clear majority in six of the ten Re-
gions  (Ashanti, Brong-Ahafo,
Central, Eastern, Greater Accra
and Western), apart froin making
huge gains in Northern Region, a
known NDC stronghold, where he
very nearly edged out Mr. Atta
Mills obtaining 48.90 per cent of
the vore. This was in sharp con-
trast to the NPP's poor perform-
ance in the first round when its
share of the presidential vote, de-
spite a higher national turnout,
was just about half of what it was
—in the run-off, with Mr. Kufor win-
——ning only in one of the 23 parlia-
mentary constituencies, and only
three NPP candidates being re-
turned to Parliament.

The run-off became necessary
since none of the seven candi-
dates in the first round of the poil
on December 7 obtained the re-
quired 50 per cent plus one valid
votes nationaily. Mr. Kufuor also
led in that round, obtaining 48.2
per cent of the votes as against the
44.5 per cent obtainted by Mr. Atta
Mills. He cleared the hurdle in the
run-off, obtaining 56.90 per cent

Having served two fterms as
President, Mr. Rawlings could not

end of an era?

Mr. Jerry Rawlings casts his vote...

., Ghana gains

under Ghana's Constitution seek
a third term, and so was not a
candidate. Nevertheless, the poll
gutcaine has 1o be seen as also a
verdict on the two decades of the
Rawlings era. To the extent that.
his Vice-President and the NDC, a +
party he had created whose ori |
gins go back to the Provisional .
National Defence Council in
whose name he had launched his
‘second revolution” of December
31, 1981, lost, the verdict went
against Mr. Rawtings.

However, as so often is the case,
the defeat may also turn out to be
his moment of oiumph. For, even
if questions may be raised abour
his political legacy, his economic -
legacy is now a virtually unchal-
lenged national agenda. Mr. Raw-
lings who promised revolutionary
changes and for a while even ap- .-
peared to defy all established .
precedents, changed tack less
than two vears into power, This §s .
acknowledged in the very first
sentence of Ghana-Vision 2020, a .
document prepared by the Na-
tiona! Development Planning
Commission: “Since 1983, the
Government of Ghana, with the
support of the international do-
nof community, has been imple- -
menting its Economic Recovery.
Prograrmme and ils accompany-
ing structural adjustment pro--
grammes’. While the two-volume
document says that that these
“necessarily short term policies”
are not designed to ensure long’
tertn prospetity, the supposedly
more comprehensive Vision' is .
anchored in the same perspec-
tive.

Despite al} the campaign rheto-
ric of “a change with a differ-
ence”, there is little that M.
Kufuor can do except continue an
the sarne path. Such indeed is the
unchallenged assertiveness of the
new economic orthodoxy of the
market, though in Ghana as elbe-'\
where these polices have spread 5
economic ruin. The pathetic q[ate,,
of the national currency, Cedi,.*
whaose value vis-a-vis the U.S. dol=.*
lar went down in the course ob”
just the last one year from aboutf.
3,500 to 7,000, is only the mose
visible indication of what these“
policies have done.

Mr. Kufuoy, to go by his prm B
nouncernents since his election, +
is unlikely to question, much less, ¢
repudmte this part of his legacy..”
However, having cut his poligcale’
teeth under the late Dr. Kofir,
Busia, the political foe of Kwamer
Nkrurnah and the architect of ther, -
so—called Second Republic (1969-",

72), he may be less outspoken’s
ttan his predecessor on matters ’

out which the West, the 0.5, in *
particular, is especially sensitive, ~
But then, Mr. Bawlings's words
never broke any bones.
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