“Afghan group rejects U.N.
«''move to deploy monitors

()/(‘f ¢ By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 28. The Council for Defence of Af-
ghanistan, an umbrelia outfit of religious and militant
outfits in Pakistan. has rejected the United Nations
plan to deploy monitors in Pakistan to oversee the
implementation of the Security Council resolutions
against Afghanistan

A conference organised by the Council, created just
before the second round of sanctions imposed by the
U.N. in January this year, has described the plan as
“an adt of discrimination and aggression’” against Af-
ghanistan and vowed to resist it. The conference, or-
ganiseg and presided over by its convener, Maulana
Samiu§Haq, was allended by prominent political
leader®’ They included Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan,
chief of the Alliance for Restoration of Democracy
(ARD), Mr. Raja Zafarul Haq and Mr. Javed Hashmi of
PML-N, Mr. ljazul Haq of PML (Like Minded), Mr.
Liagat Baloch of Jamaat-e-Istam and Mr. Afag Ahmed
of MQM (H}.

Besides the former chief of I1S[, Gen. Hameed Gul,
Maulana Masood Azhar of Jaish-e-Mohammad, Malik
Faridullah of Millat Party, Haji Mohammad Adeel of
Awami{National Party, the Afghan Ambassador in Pa-
kistan, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef and representatives
of several other organisations took part in the deliber-
ations. 'ghe impressive turnout of political and reli-
gious leaders and the stand against the United

Nations and the West at the conference is an indica-
tion of the growing sympathy for the Taliban regime
within Pakistan.

A declaration adopted at the conference criticised
the U.N. attitude. It said the U.N. vigorously pursued
the resolutions against Afghanistan but ignored the
issues of Palestine and Kashmir. The meeting alleged
that the real objective of the deployment plan was to
assign the monitors the duty of watching sensitive
nuclear installations in Pakistan. It urged the Mushar-
raf Government to reject the U.N. decision even
though the military regime has already declared that
as a responsible member of the U.N. it would abide by
its directives.

The conference urged the U.N. to shun “‘arbitrary
actions” and recognise the Taliban Government. It
also urged the OIC to recognise the Taliban Govern-
ment and assist in the reconstruction of Afghanistan.
[t appealed to Russia and China to take a realistic view
of the Taliban Government and to play their role in
“foiling the international conspiracies’ in the region.
Describing the defence of Afghanistan and Pakistan
as a joint responsibility, the meeting declared that the
people of Pakistan would stand shoulder to shoulder
with their tribal brethren in resisting the U.N. move.

In a related development various religious and po-
litical parties have assured Jehadi outfits that if the
Government imposed a ban against them, they would
extend full support to these outfits.

//V ‘




- Putin’s move
surprises West

RICHARD OWEN NT.
THE TIMES, LONDON QY !

MOSCOW, Nov. 27. — Russia
re-established a foothold in Af-
ghanistan yesterday by landing
12 transport aircraft at Ba-
gram airport near Kabul. The
move and the speed and scale
in which it was
taken took the |
Western countries §
by surprise. ,
More than 200
Russian personnel, §
including support |
and security staff,
were deployed to es-
tablish an “humani
tarian centre”.
President Vladi-
mir Putin told his
Cabinet after the
arrival of the Ilyushin 76 air-
craft that the Russian presence
would be built up swiftly with
transport helicopters, mine-
clearing specialists, construc-
tion crews and a mobile hospi-
tal.

The deputy minister for emer-
gencies, Mr Yuri Vorobyov,
said that the teams deployed
yesterday were part of a
£350million humanitarian pro-
gramme to help feed and house

Mr Viadimir Putin

Afghans aX winter sets in. They
will ensurd a safe route from
Bagram airport to Kabul before
establishing a base in the capi-
tal. “The humanitarian pres-
ence will be increased”, he said.
The Russian mission, the larg-
est in Afghanistan since the
humiliating Soviet withdrawal
in 1989 is not a
military one. But
the tactics drew
comparisons with
Russian actions in
Kosovo. In June
1999, to the sur-
prise of Nato
commanders, 200
Russian  troops
took control of

Pristina airport af-
ter sweeping in
from Bosnia.

On this occasion, Russia said it
had acted with the full knowl-
edge of the USA, which controls
Afghan airspace and owes a
diplomatic favour to Moscow for
ensuring regional support for
the coalition’s actions.

Mr Putin said the move was
“at the request of President
Rabbani and the Islamic State
of Afghanistan” and in “close
co-ordination with US repre-

sentatives”. /\
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~Taliban allow
diplomats Yisas

to see detainees

AGENCE FHANUGE-PRESSE (7 \ C’ﬁ

ISLAMABAD. Aug. 27. - The
Talibat militia today issued vi-
sas to allow Western diplomats
to visit eight foreign aid work-
ers detained for allegedly

. preaching Christianity, embas-
sy sources said.

“We have received our visas
and we hope to see our nation-
als soon,” the German consul,
Mr Helmut Landes, said.

' Taliban’s ambassador to Paki-
stan, Mr Abdul Salam Zaeef,
said consular visits had been
approved for the first time
since the two Americans, two
Australians and four Germans
were arrested more than three
weeks ago.

“We confirm that we will allow
them to see the detained for-
eigners,” he said, adding that
the foreigners would face trial
in an Islamic court once inves-
tigations are over,

Taliban einbassy officials said
they would alsc issue visas to
parents of the two detained
Americann women. The mother
of one of the Americans and the
father of another were seen ar-

ip their pd ‘:z)l s,
The aid wirkers, siatt of Ger-
inaii-based group Shelter Now,

have been ‘in custody along .

with 16 Afghan co-workers

since early August without !

charge.

Pakistan-based Australian,
German and US diplomats left
Kabul empty-handed last Tues-
day after spending a week in
fruitless talks with the Taliban
without gaining permission to
see the prisoners.“The last time
when we issued the visas they
were meant only for talks with
the Taliban, but this time we
have put no conditions on their
visas,” Mr Zaeef said.

riving at the embassy to pick
e



\

Kabul, Aug. 26 (Reuters): The In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) said today it had
seen eight foreign aid workers
held incommunicado by
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
since early August on charges of
spreading Christianity.

Robert Dominin, head of the
ICRC delegation in Kabul, said he
could not reveal the condition of
the six women and two men —
four Germans, two Americans
and two Australians — who were
given medical examinations.

“I will not disclose to you the
condition of the detaineees be-
cause this is a confidential thing
between the ICRC and the authori-
ties,” Dominin said.

The ICRC visit was the first
contact for the eight members of
Shelter Now International (SNI)
with anyone outside the Taliban
since they were detained. The Tal-
iban had blocked efforts by the US,
German and Australian govern-
ments to see them.

“They were very relieved to
seeus,” ICRC spokesman in Kabul
Mario Musa said. He confirmed
that the ICRC had seen all the de-
tainees without the presence of
Taliban guards.

The Taliban, saying their in-
vestigation into alleged prose-

! lytising was nearing completion,

“Red Cro§s teg

me%ts detainees

A delegation from the International Committee of the Red Cross
walks to the detention centre in Kabul. (AFP)

said yesterday it would now allow
visits by the ICRC, relatives and
representatives of the prisoners’
governments. The relatives and
diplomats must still get their
visas, expected to be issued tomor-
row, and could then fly aboard a
UN flight to Kabul on Tuesday.

Dominin said all eight foreign-’

ers were held at the same deten-
tion centre, with the six women in
one room and the two men in an-
other. “We had the green light to
see the expatriate staff of the SNI.
We had all the facilities to carry
out our work which is quite posi-

tive,” he said. The ICRC team was
composed of five expatriate staff:
two medical doctors, a nurse ang
two ICRC delegates.

“It is the first visit...They will
allow us a follow-up visit,” Do-
minin said. He said the second
visit was likely to take place in a
few days. Tomorrow ICRC would
pick up messages from the de-
tainees for their relatives.

Dominin said ICRC had no ac-
cess to the 16 local staff of the aid
agency who were detained at the
same time, but were told by the
Taliban that it would be possible.

All those arrested worked for
the German-based Christian relief
agency SNI. The Taliban later said
they had widened the investiga-
tion into alleged links with other
groups, including the UN World
Food Programme.

The Taliban say their supreme
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar
will decide what punishment will
be meted out to the foreigners and
local staff. Under their strict inter-
pretation of Islam it could include
death sentences.

In Australia, a foreign office
spokesman said today that diplo-
mats from Australia, the US and
Germany expected to receive
visas from the Taliban embassy in
Pakistan tomorrow and to fly to
Kabul the next day.
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Taliban uprising scars N Alliance successes

Rioi breaks out
“in Dostum HQ
‘hundreds dea

e\

TALOQAN (Afghanistan), l\&d
25. — An uprising by imprison
Taliban  soldiers in  the
headguarters of the Opposition
warlord, Abdul Rashid Dostum,
near Mazar-e-Sharief, scarred
the Northern Alliance’s string of
successes on Sunday.

Hundreds of the foreign Taliban
fighters were reported dead at the
end of the bloody, daylong riot put
down by American airstrikes and
Alliance guards. The uprising
began around 11 a.m. local time,
witnesses said. The Alliance
claimed most prisoners were
killed in what the US Central
Command spokesman, Lt. Cmdr
Dave Culler, called “an apparent
suicide mission.” The fighters,
about 300 Chechens, Pakistanis
and Arabs had smuggled
weapons under their tunics into
the Qalai Janghi fortress and
tried to fight their way out, said a
. Pentagon spokesman in Wash-
ington.

After thousands of the esti-
mated 15,000 Taliban soldiers in
Kunduz had surrendered in the
last few days agreeing to give up
Kunduz to the Opposition, one of
the prisoners detonated a

AGENCIES

- grenade in a fort-cum-jail of

! Dostum, as he was being
searched by his captors. Two
other Taliban fighters died along
with him, said Britain’s
Independent Television News,
whose reporter was wounded in
the blast.

A fierce gunbattle erupted as
scores of imprisoned non-Afghan
Al Qaida fighters seized wea-
pons and began firing. Witnesses

- said many were killed and woun-
ded in at least four hours of fight-
ing between Alliance fighters
and the Taliban prisoners.

A Reuters correspondent saw
US fighter jets swoop down and
drop at least four bombs on the
souwtherr part of the {orl whern
the insurgent prisoners were

- concentrated. Scores of prisoners

" were believed to have fought
their way out with Kalash-
nikovs, assault rifles and rocket-

'NON-AFGHAN LEADERS MAY BE IN PAK’

QUETTA, Nov. 25. — The leaders of Arab and other non-
Afghan Taliban fighters defending the Taliban supremo,
Mullah Mohammad Omar, in his Kandahar headquarters, may
have fled to Pakistan.

Muhammad Akbar Khan Khakrazi, a former warlord, who
went into exile in Pakistan three years ago but still visits
Kandahar often, today said he saw Mullah Omar driving
through the city around nine days ago but had heard that the
Taliban chief was now trying to leave.

“The non-Afghan Taliban commanders there have fled. They
came here to Pakistan,” Khakrazi said here.

Khakrazi said the ﬂlght of the commanders of the Taliban’s
foreign forces, the Al Qaida network of Osama bin Laden.
had been a tactical decision to save their lives for future
battles. “They did that for future planning, so that they can
retake Afghanistan again,” he remarked, adding that up to
5,000 non-Afghan and 12,000 loyal Afghan Taliban troops were
still defending Kandahar, though his information couldn’t be

. verified.

He said he had since received reports from the city that Mullah
Omar had been trying to leave Kandahar for the past three
days but had been advised by his aides to stay.

Khakrazi estimated that the number of Arab, Chechen,
Pakistani and other foreign radicals linked to Osama bin
Laden, Washington’s chief suspect behind the 11 September
attacks on New York and Washington, amounted to 4,000 to
5,000 in Kandahar. Regular Taliban troops in the city
numbered 10,000-12,000, he said. — Reuters

propelled  grenades, after government, around 80 Pashtun

d

attacking their captors.
Two US observers, two Reuters’
journalists and Red Cross
officials were trapped inside the
fort for several hours. Most
escaped by climbing down the
fort’s 65-ft outer wall as bullets
seared the air around them.
Pentagon denial: The Pent-
agon today denied reports that a
US soldier was killed in the
prison uprising near Mazar-e-
Sharief.
CNN, citing unconfirmed
reports, first said a US soldier
had been killed at the prison, but
later said it could have been a
civilian US national.
Non-Afghan Taliban fighters
fled towards Kandahar from
another pocket of Taliban
resistance, Maidan Stany, wvesi
of Kabul, even as their Afghan
counterparts in the area defected
to the Alliance.
Underlining the ethnic divisions
while building a post-Taliban

chiefs said in Quetta that the
Taliban should transfer auth-
ority to tribal leaders.

Mr Burhanuddin Rabbani, the
head of the Alliance, however,
softened his stand on acco-
mmodating the ‘moderate’ Tali-
ban in a post-Taliban set-up
today, as he emphasised that the
Taliban won't be included in any
talks, but “as individuals they
will not be held guilty.

“Those who dont have very
obvious guilt and are elected
by a Loya Jirga are acceptable”.
N Alliance claims capture of
Kunduz: The Pakistan-based
Afghan Islamic Press, quoted
sources in Kunduz, to say that
2,500 of Dostum’s troops were
already inside the city and that
i Talipan had hanaed over
military installations and posi-
tions to them.

@ Editorial: Full circle, -
page 6 /
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ed Cross can meet

" detainees: Taliban™

. REUTERS

i KABUL, Aug. 24. — The Taliban will allow the
International Committee of the Red Cross to
meet eight foreign aid workers accused of
spreading Christianity, the Afghanistan foreign

- minister, Mr Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil, said.

' “We've no problem. They (ICRC representa-
tives) can see them any time,” Mr Muttawakil
said yesterday over phone from the southern Af-

- ghan city of Kandahar. The Taliban, however,
haven’t informed the ICRC of the decision.

The foreigners — two Australians, four Ger-

. mans and two Americans - together with 16 Af-
ghan employees of the Germany-based Shelter

. Now International have been held since early
August. The Taliban have refused to allow any
contact, consular or legal, with the aid workers.

Even after Mr Muttawakil’s statement, the re-
ligious police minister, Mohammad Wali, said
he was unaware of any decision to allow an
ICRC visit to the Western prisoners.

. On Wednesday, the Taliban chief spokesman,

- Mr Abdul Hai Mutmaen, had said there would
be no access to the prisoners by anyone till a Ta-
liban probe into the charges was complete.

The UN had warned the Taliban that they're

¢

violating international norms by refusing to let .
the detainees see representatives of their gov- -

ernments or lawyers.
In Washington, the state department spokes-

man, Mr Philip Reeker, said a visit by the ICRC

would be welcome but wouldn’t be a substitute
for a visit by a US consular official.
In Islamabad, diplomats from -Australia, Ger-

many and the USA applied to the Taliban em- |

bassy for fresh visas to visit Afghanistan. They
had returned empty-handed on Tuesday after
spending a frustrating week in Kabul.

An embassy spokesman had said visa applica-
tions from the three diplomats and two other
Americans - the mother of one of those detained
and the father of another — would be forwarded
to Kabul on Thursday.

The two Americans spent more than an hour at

the embassy on Thursday seeking information !

about their children, the embassy said.

The Taliban say a large haul of Christian ma-
terial was seized from the arrested foreigners,
showing they were propagating Christianity.
The aid agency has said its staff are told not to
proselytise. Seeking converts or converting peo-

ple from Islam can carry the death penalty in |

Afghanistan.

THE STATESMAN
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BY SAYED SALAHUDDIN

" Kabul, Aug. 23: Afghanistan’s

ruling Taliban will allow the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross to meet eight foreign aid
workers accused of spreading
Christianity, Taliban foreign min-
ister  Wakil - Ahmed Muttawakil
said on Thursday.

“We have no -problem. They:

(ICRC representatives) 'can see
them any time,” Mr Muttawakil
said in the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar. He said the Taliban had
not informed the ICRC of the deci-
sion yet and gave no other details.

It was not clear when such a
meeting could take place -and
ICRC officials in ‘Pakistan -said
they had not been informed of any
developments by the Taliban.

The foreigners, two Australians,

four Germans- and two from the

United States, and 16 Afghan
employees of a Christigh aid
a&ncy have been held since early
Angust. ¥

The Talibah have counsistently
refused to allow any contact,

- either consular or legal, with the

aid workers of German-based
Shelter Now International, who
have been detained for more than

. two weeks. The Taliban’s- chief

spokesman Abdul Hai Mutmaen
had repeated on Wednesday there
would be no access to the prison-

" ers by anyone until a Taliban

investigation into the charges was
completed

“Our stance regarding the visit
has not chariged, which is that

- until the investigation is complet-

ed no one will be allowed to see
the detainees,” Mr Mutmaen had
said from Kandahar. In the Pak-
istani capital Islamabad diplomats
from Australia, Germany. and the
United States applied for fresh
visas at the Taliban .embassy to
visit Afghanistan. (Reuters)

PREFERRED MODE OF TRANSPORT: Unidentified Amencan dlplomats,
based in Islamabad, leave the Afghan embassy in Islamabad on
Wednesday. (AP)

Pakistan fears fallout from
UN Afghanistan sanctions

Islamabad, Aug. 23: Pakistan is coming under increasing, pressure over
its support for Afghanistan’s Taliban militia as the United Nations tight-
ens sanctions against the radical Islamic regime, analysts said.

Pakistani foreign secretary Inamul Haq held a private meeting with UN
Security Council presideni Alfonso Valdivieso in New York on Tuesday
and later revealed some of Islamabad’s concerns to reporters.

“We conveyed the view that sanctions have had an adverse impact on
the people of Afghanistan and also indirectly on Pakistan, because
almost 200,000 Afghani people over the past few months have moved
-into Pakisfan,” he said. “Most of them are economic refugees who left
Afghanistan parfly as a result of the drought and partly because of the
‘imposition of sanctions.” But UN officials and said Mr.Haq forgot to
mention the ongoing civil war in Afghanistan, which Paklstan i$ accused
of encouraging. (Reuters)

THE ASIAN AGE
7 4 AL 200




returm’“‘\

from Kale};l

REUTERS C\
—Mﬁ%—-—\ :
ISLAMABAD, Aug. 21. - Three

western , diplomats arrived in ¥

Pakistan today after a week-
long effort to see their eight
citizens detained in Afghani-
stan on charges of promoting
Christianity.

The US, Geriman and Austral-
ian diplomats had been refused
an extension to their visas, and
told they could not see the de-
tained aid workers until the
ruling Taliban’s investigation
was concluded.

The three.diplomats landed in
Islamabad, where they are
based, aboard a regular UN
flight from the Afghan capital.
“We return to Islamabad to
continue our efforts to obtain
consular access and to work for
the speedy release of our citi-
zens,” the US diplomat, Mr Da-
vid Donahue -said, reading a
statement from the three coun-
tries’ governments just before
their departure. -
‘The only concrete accomplish-
ment of the mission was the
handing over of personal items
to the Taliban for delivery to
the prisoners.

The Australian diplomat, Mr
Alistair Adams, said after ar-
riving in Islamabad that the

From right: Australian diplomat, Mr Alastair Adams, the US consul-general in
Islamabad, Mr David Donahue, and German diplomat Mr Helmut Landies |

come out of Islamabad airport on Tuesday. — APIPTI \

Taliban had agreed to deliver
personal items for the detain-
ees, and the diplomats had re-
ceipts showing the eight had
signed for the packages.

“We are very pleased with
that, we have signatures of the
eight detainees, which is an en-
couraging sign. We were not
able to visit them but that was
the next best thing,” he added.
The UN had warned the Tali-
ban they were violating interna-

tional norms of behaviour by re- !
fusing to let the detained for-

eign aid workers see represen- .
tatives of their governments or '
lawyers. !
The Taliban said the German- |
based Shelter Now Internation- |
al (SNI), had been attempting |
to convert Afghan Muslims to |
Christianity. The charge could |
carry a death penalty. :
Their 16 Afghan colleagues :
have also been detained. ‘

/
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Taliban flouting norms by

visa denial: Diplomats *

Kabul, August 20

WESTERN DIPLOMATS,
refused visa extensions and
blocked from seeing their jailed
citizens, accused Afghanistan’s
ruling Taliban on Monday of vio-
lating international standards of
behaviour.

Although the diplomats from
the United States, Germany and
Australia said they were making
a final request to stay in
Afghanistan, the ruling Taliban
made clear they expected the
diplomats to return to neighbor-
ing Pakistan on Tuesday when
their current visas expire.

“Now there is no possibility of
extending their visas and we will
return the passports of the three
today (Monday),” the Pakistan-
based Afghan Islamic Press (AIP)
quoted a Taliban foreign min-
istry spokesman as saying.

The diplomats have spent a
frustrating week in Kabul trying
to see the eight foreign aid work-
ers who have been held without
access to their government rep-
resentatives or lawyers as the

Taliban investigate charged that
they were promoting Christiani-
ty. “We are disappointed that we
have not been able to see the
detainees. That was the primary
purpose of our coming here to
check on their welfare and well-
being,” said Australian diplomat

Alistair Adams, speaking at a -

U.N. guest house where the diplo-
mats have been staying.

“The serious problem with
this is that it is a denial of inter-
national practice. When a foreign
national is detained, they should
get access to their national con-
sular representative,” he said.

The four Germans, two Aus-
tralians and two Americans were
arrested along with 16 Afghan
colleagues — all from the Ger-
man-based Christian relief
agency Shelter Now Internation-
al (SNI) — more than two weeks
ago. The Taliban say none of the
Afghans has admitted converting
to Christianity.

Converting from Islam or
encouraging conversion could
carry a death sentence but the
Taliban, who enforce an uncom-

\/\/\ A

promising interpretation of
Islam, have refused to spell out
details of a possible sentence.

With the Taliban’s repeated
statements that they would not
extend the visas, the diplomats
sounded increasingly resigned to
leaving.

The diplomats remained at the
U.N. guest house without any
sign a meeting or their requested
visa extension would material-
ize. “We want to get somebody, a
representative at the ministry, to
go and check on the detainees in
the event that if we don’t get the
extension of visas we have to
leave tomorrow,” Adams said.

“We like to be assured that
their condition is good, their
health is fine,” he said. “And this
would be the last opportunity
while we are here to press upon
the ministry the importance to us
of the welfare of the detainees.”

Adams said if forced to leave
they would be seeking informa-
tion on the prisoners from the
Taltban embassy in Pakistan,
where all the diplomats are
hased. Reute
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The detention centre in Kabul where the aid workers are. (Inset) George Taubmann,
one of the foreigners held.

FTER THE Bamiyan

Buddhas, it is now the

turn of eight

international aid workers
to tuce the Taliban's ire. Tts
religious police. which monitors
any “anti-Islamic” activity in the
country, under the Ministry for
the Prevention of Vice and
Promotion of Virtue, recently
nabbed eight foreign aid workers
and 16 Afghans working for a
charity, Shelter Now
International (SNIj, on charges
of spreading Christianity in
Afghanistan.

The Taliban accuses the SNI
workers. including four
Germans, two Australians and
two Americans, of trying to
convert the street children they
were working with from Islam to
Christianity. Under the Sharia
that the Taliban follows in its
strictest form, the penalty is
death for both the convert and
the instigator. However. a latest
deciee that includes a ban on
trying to convert Atghans also
reportedly says foreigners will
not face death for missionary
activiry.

Lariier, the Taliban had also
arrested 65 children with whom
the charity worked, but later

After the Bamiyan
Buddhas, it is the turn
of eight international
workers to face the
Taliban’s ire.
B. Muralidhar Reddy
reports.

released them and arrested their
fathers instead for allowing the
young ones to be influenced by
the foreigners.

The Taliban says it has
recovered thousands of Christian
video and audio tapes, besides
Bibles translated into local
languages, from the 24 aid
workers and that investigations
were still on. Mr. Joachin Jaeger,
spokesman for the German-
based aid organisation, says SNI
is not a Christian organisation
and that it is not its goal to
proselytise. SNI describes itself
as a non-governmental
organisation involved in food
distribution, water supply and in
helping street children learn
crafts such as making paper
flowers.

On the other hand, Mr.
Mohammad Salim Haqgqani,
Taliban’s Deputy Minister for
Prevention of Vice and
Promotion of Virtue, says ‘“‘the
probing is becoming interesting
and all these new findings are
indicative of the fact once again
that they were deviating Afghans.
Why would SNI need to print
Bibles and have all these videos
and audiotapes in local
languages? They (foreign staff)
cannot say they were kept for
their own use as they can only
speak English and other foreign
languages”’.

The BBC’s Ms. Kate Clark, who
was expelled by the Taliban for
‘biased reporting’ and now
functions from Peshawar in
Pakistan, says no one has yet
seen the evidence. The Taliban
displayed the so-called seized
items last Tuesday and these
could be used to re-inforce its
case against the group.

While the arrested Afghans
face execution if proven guilty,
the eight foreigners may be
deported after a short while,
upto a month, in jail. German,
Australian and U.S. diplomats
have since flown to Kabul in the
hope of meeting the detenus.

THE HTo
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However, their visas &xpire on
August 21 and they have been
asked to return to Pakistan and
wait there.

The Taliban'’s chief, Mullah
Mohammad Omar, had decreed
in January that anyone convictec
of trying to persuade an Afghan
Muslim to convert would face
death. Though there are reports
of leniency towards foreigners,
the Taliban’s known style of
cocking a snook at international
pressure and its ever-hardening
attitude towards minorities in
Afghanistan offer little hope.

The international community
is simply not prepared to take
any chances particularly after
the Bamiyan episode — the
militia ignored passionate pleas
from all over the world,
including from its closest ally,
Pakistan, and destroyed the
Buddha statues. This was
followed by a decree that Hindu:
should wear yellow badges! Later
it was explained away as a step
for their safety.

The arrest of the foreign aid

‘workers on charges of spreading

Christianity is not an isolated
incident. The United Nations
and other international aid
agencies operating in
Afghanistan have been engaged
in a tug of war with the
Taliban’s moral police for
months. Exasperated by repeated
arrests and humiliation of local
and international aid workers by
foreign Islamic militants allied to
the Taliban, the U.N. a few
weeks ago threatened to pull out
of Afghanistan if the Taliban was
not prepared to discipline its
ranks.

What could be the motives
behind the Taliban's latest
move? Is it a case of religious
bigotry or is there a larger
design? The arrest of the foreign
workers came soon after two
significant developments — the
latest resolution of the UJ.N.
Security Council setting up a
mechanism to monitor the
implementation of the January
sanctions against the Taliban,
and the U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State, Ms. Christina Rocca’s
meeting in Islamabad with the
Taliban Ambassador in Pakistan,
Mullah Zaeef. She had pressed
him to pay heed to the
international concerns on Osama
Bin Laden and the export of
jehad.

The reaction is typicil of the
Taliban. It matters little to the
militia that in the process it is
cutting off sources of aid for the
millions in Afghanistan on the
verge of starvation. But the
international community should
also ponder whether the policy
of isolation has actually helped
in dealing with the situation
created by the militia.
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Islamabad, August 16 K

THE CABINET of Afghanistan’s ruling Tal-
iban militia has decided to deny diplomatic
access to eight detained foreigners accused
of preaching Christianity, a report said
today. .

The ministers met yesterday as three
Western diplomats spent a second frustrat-
ing day in the Afghan capital trying to gain
consular access to the two American, two
Australian and four German aid workers,

“It has been finalised that no one should
be allowed to meet with these detainees,” a
foreign ministry spokesman was quoted as
saying by the Afghan Islamic press.

“We have told them in clear words that
they will not be allowed to meet with the
detainees, “It is our principal stand that no
one will be allowed to meet them while the
investigations are still in progress.” The for-
eigners and 16 Afghans, staff of a German-
based aid group, were rounded up between
August 3-8 for allegedly preaching Chris-
tianity and they have riot been seen since.

~ The foreigners are being held in two
detention centres in Kabul under tight
guard by the fundamentalist Islamic mili-

tia’s religious police. Taliban officials have °

not explained what charges will be laid
against them or what punishment they
might face, and the religious police have
refused to rule out the death penalty.

The US, Australian and German envoys
flew from Pakistan to Kabul on Tuesday to
press for consular visits but the Taliban
have allowed theim to meet only low-ranking
officials. The US has warned the Taliban,
which it accuses of supporting terrorism
and drug trafficking, that it would be held
responsible for the well-being of the
detainees. AFP

AFP PHOTO
Australian diplomat Alaister Adams (left) hands over food items and letters from the families of
the eight detained foreign aid workets to an unidentified Taliban official outside the foreign
ministry in Kabul on Thursday.
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- 'No visa for diplomats to see detainees’ L~

Tullbun jails aid workers

REUTERS & AP

KABUL, Aug. 12. - The Tali-
ban’s supreme ruler today sen-
tenced eight foreign aid work-
ers, charged with propagating

Christianity, to three to 10 i

days in jail, while its foreign
minister said foreign diplomats
won't be allowed to see them.
“If the purpose of issue of the
visas is to visit the detainees
then that’s not suitable,” the
foreign minister, Mr Wakil Ah-
mad Muttawakil said about the
diplomats awaiting visas.

1 “But if they want to come and
meet the authorities for talks,
that’s not impossible,” he said.
Authorities last weekend ar-
rested 24 Shelter Now Interna-
| tional workers, including 16 Af-
ghan staff, for promoting Chris-
tianity in the country. Shelter
Now International is part of a
Germany-based Christian hu-
manitarian group called Vision
for Asia.

The punished eight workers —
two Americans, four Germans

A file photo of the Shelter Now International office in Peshawar, Pakistan,
—AP[PTI

and two Australians — will be

within 48 hours of serving Heir

sentence, ruled Mull

ibles and other Chris-

an for the group

ammed Omar, Taliban’s Radio

Shariat reported.
A spokegaral
Mo- saidt
™E ST T b A
~
13 AU iy

P tian ht%ated by

the Taliban, were for the per-
sonal use of the workers.

Earlier last week, the Taliban
displayed several Bibles trans-
lated into the local Dari lan-
guage, as well as Christian
films about the coming of Jesus
Christ, also translated into Da-
ri language.

Mr Salim Hagqani, deputy
minister of the Taliban's minis-
try for the promotion of virtue
and prevention of vice, said the
material was translated into lo-
cal languages so that it could be
used to convert Afghan Mus-
lims to Christianity. ~
Pakistan on Osama: Pakistan
has said that USA should deal
directly with Kabul on the issue
of Osama bin Laden, and not in-
volve Islamabad in it.

“We have told USA that Afgha-
nistan is an independent and
sovereign state, and Washing
ton should directly contact
bul on the issue of bin
Interior Minister 1
Haider said.




Taliban se § back
diplognats'sans vis

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE [
| LM ? '
IS AD, Aug. 11. — US, Australian afid German diplo-

| mats returned today from the Taliban embassy here empty-
| handed, without the expected visas to visit the eight detained
| aid workers in Kabul, embassy sources said.

! Taliban spokesman in Pakistan Mr Suhail Shaheen said, vi-
| sas for consular officials hadn’t been issued yet. Taliban am-
| bassador Mr Abdul Salam Zaeef said he had no idea when the
! travel documents would be issued to the diplomats to visit the
| two Americans, two-Australians and four Germans arrested
in Kabul last weekend.

US and Australian embassy spokesmen said expectations
were high earlier that the visas would be issued today. Senior
consul officials were ready to fly to Kabul with a United Na-
tions flight tomorrow, they said.

The foreigners were among the 24, mostly Afghan, staff of
the German-based NGO, Shelter Now arrested for ailegedly
preaching Christianity, breaking the fundamentalist Islamic
militia’s laws.

“The arrest of the aid workers is a cause of concern for the
international community,” said Mr Francesc Vendrell, the

| UN Secretary-General’s special envoy on Afghanistan, upon -

i his arrival in Kabul, adds AP from Kabul. He would press for
\ the eight jailed foreigners’ release, he added.

US move: The USA has ordered its aid workers to move out
of Indonesia, apprehending extremist attacks on US inter-
ests, including American tourists in the country, “The US em-
bassy has information that extremists may target US inter-
ests in Indonesia, mainly US government facilities, and this
may extend to US tourist groups,” the state department’s new
| warning said. .
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j ROGER BOYE$ & ZAHID HUSSAIN
\ THE TIMES, CONDON

IBERLIN/ KARACHI, Aug. 9. -
‘ A western dlplomatlc team will
\ fly to Kabul tomorrow to seek
\ ' the release of eight foreign aid
workers held by the Taliban re-
{ ligious police for trying to
| preach Christianity in strictly
Islamic Afghanistan.
] (The Taliban is ready to grant
visas to US, Australiah and
) German dlplomats, based in
1Paklstan, to see the evidence
| against the eight detained for-
] eigners, the deputy foreign min-
 ister, Mr Abdul Rehman Zahid,
\ told Afghan Islamic Pressan,
| adds AFP from Islamabad.
| But an US embassy spokes-
| man said there had been no of-
| ficial indication from the Tali-
ban that the visas were being
prepared. “We're ready to go
| but we still don’t have our vi-
sas,” he said.
The Taliban hasn't ruled out
| the death penalty, although a
code of conduct for forelg-ners
\ released in June allows for im-
! prisonment of up to one month
| or expulsion.)
The diplomats are expected to
] hold talks with the Taliban ad-
] ministration. But there is no sign
that they will be allowed to see
the imprisoned aid workers wait-
ing for trial by an Islamic court.
The eight -~ two Americans,
| two Australians and four Ger-
| mans — were among the mostly
! Afghan Shelter Now staff arres-
! ted at the weekend for allegedly
| breaking the Taliban’s strict
| laws against proselytising.
“We were given to understand
that a review of the case against
i the foreigners and Afghan na-

to

nvoys fo see relense of
l'ulln’s prisoners i

Twu of tho four Atghans, involved in a series of bombmgs last year, were hanned in pubhc
ln Kabul on Thursday. — AP/PT)

tionals arrested is under way
and is expected to be completed
in a few days,” said Ms Ellian
Duthoit, the UN regional co-or-
dinator in Kabul, who met Tali-
ban officials today.

- The foreigners were “being
well fed and well looked after,”
the deputy minister for preser-
vation of virtue and prevention
of vice, Mullah Muhammed
Salim Haqqani, said.

While some diplomats were
hopeful that the foreigners
could be quickly expelled, there
was no such optimism about
the 16 Afghans arrested at the
same time, who could face the
death sentence for challenging
Islamic teachings.

“I assume that the fore1g'n pris-

oners will be released through
diplomatic channels, but it looks
much worse for the Afghan citi-
zens,” said Mr Abed Nadjib, a
Berlin-based diplomatic coun-
sellor representing the Afghan
government, which controls only
the north of the country.

A spokesman for the aid organ-
isation Shelter Germany, Mr Es-
tebon Witzmann, admitted that
the aid workers were carrying
Christian materials, but said
they were only for personal use.
“The Taliban regime is simply
trying to discredit us and stop
help reaching the people who
need it,” Mr Witzmann said.

But Mr Haggqani denied Mr
Witzmann’s suggestion and
said pohce had seized Bibles

and up to 7,000 Christian video
tapes and cassettes in the local
languages of Dari and Pashtu.

Mr Haqqani said there was
sufficient evidence to put the
foreigners on trial under Islamic
law, after an investigation was
completed

The Taliban will close all offi-
ces of Shelter Now, according to
a report today.

(Taliban soldiers took control
of several provincial offices of
the Christian aid group late
yesterday as the hardline mili-
tia widened its crackdown on
the German-based relief agen-
¢y, adds AFP. Diplomats con-

firmed that Shelter Now’s offi- ‘
ces throughout Afghapistin
had been closed).
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" ‘Detained aid agency staff were promoting (\;I{ristianity’

Taliban re ] ject global pleas

FROMSYED SALAHUDDIN

Mohammad Sallm Haqqam, r§ it had expressed its serious = message for other foreigners oper-
Taliban’s deputy minister for the  cor\cern over the arrests duringa ating in Afghanistan was that
Kabul, Aug. 7 (Reuters): PromotionofVirtueandPreven- medtingtoday withhigh-levelTal- they should avoid trying to per-
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers tion of Vice, showed reporters iban officials. suade Afghans to become apos-
today brushed aside international computer discs containing the “We were given to understand  tates. He said there was no need
criticism over the arrest of 24 for-  story of the life of Christ in Dari  that a review of the case against  for any foreign aid agency to visit
eign and local staff of an aid language as part of evidence he the foreigners and the Afghanna- the detainees or for any foreign
agency, saying they had strongev-  said had been collected from SNI.  tionals arrested is under way and  lawyers and prosecutors to get in-

idence the detainees were promot-
ing Christianity.

A UN coordinator’s office for
the war-torn country said it
thought the Taliban were review-
ing the case against the eight for-
eign staff and 16 Afghan workers
of the German-based relief agency
Shelter Now International (SNI).

The review against the Ameri-
can, German, Australian and
Afghan workers was expected to
be completed within days.

‘ A senior Taliban official told a
i news conference in Kabul that au-

thorities had strong evidence to

prove the workers were involved
. in trying to convert Afghan Mus-
lims to Christianity, a charge pun-
ishable by death under the strict
interpretation of Islamic Sharia
law imposed by the Taliban.

He also displayed a copy of the
Bible in English and another in
Dari as well as a book on Chris-
tianity, a timeable for an SNI
radio broadcast and what he
called a written confession of a for-
eign female staffer of the agency.

“Are these not valid and strong
evidence?” Haqgani asked.

The Pakistan-based Afghan Is-
lamic Press (AIP) quoted Taliban
deputy foreign minister Abdur
Rehman Zahid as saying investi-
gations were continuing.

" “These people are all right,
they get good food and drinks and
they are still under the custody of
the ministry for the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice,”
Zahid said.

The UN Coordinator’s Office
for Afghanistan said in a state-

The US, Australia and Ger-
many all said they were con-
cerned for their nationals, four
Germans, two Australians and
two Americans, and were seeking
access to them through their
diplomatic missions in Pakistan.
Haqgani said the Taliban’s

is expected to be completed within  volved in the matter.
” it quoted Eliance
Duthoit, UN Regional Coordina-
tor based in Kabul, as saying.
“The UN did not meet the aid
workers imprisoned,” it said. But
added: “Assurances were, howev-
er, received about their well-

|

|
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A spokesman at the Australian
High Commission in Islamabad,
said envoys were trying to get
some answers from Afghanistan.
“We may have to get up there,” he
said. Hagqani
supreme leader Mullah Moham-
mad Omar would make the final
decision on how to proceed.

There has been no indication
from Omar whether he will show
flexibility and bow to internation-
al pressure. One Kabul-based aid
worker said she was more con-
cerned for the fate of the 16
Afghans than for the foreigners.

said Taliban
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/ U.N. to enforce

curbs on Taliban
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, JULY 31. The Unit-
ed Nations Security Council has
adopted a two-track mechanism
to help further enforce the sanc-
tions regime against the Taliban
in Afghanistan. The Security
Council has called on all coun-
tries to take immediate steps to
prevent sanctions violations and
to punish individuals and organi-
sations flouting the sanctions re-

gime®-l ‘A}\? /\fX \ z7{
The ncil on' Monday unaki-

mously adopted a resolution call-
ing for the setting up two
monitoring groups — a 15-mem-
ber team that will be sent to coun-
tries neighbouring Afghanijstan
and a five-member group that will
stay back in the headquarters
here for supervision.

The United States and Russia
were leading the efforts to tighten
the screws against the Taliban.
While the U.S. has been pressur-
ing the extremist outfit in Kabul to
hand over the exiled Saudi na-
tional, Osama bin Laden, Russia
has for a long time been paying
close attention to the role of Is-
lamic extremists in the ongoing
troubles in Chechenya. And Chi-
na too has been quite wary of the
spread of Islamic fundamental-
ism via the Taliban.

The Security Council has given
the Secretary General 30 days to
establish the two monitoring
groups. The first group will be
sent to the six bordering countries
of Afghanistan namely, China, Pa-
kistan, Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekis-
tan and Turkmenistan which are
seen as lacking in facilities to
monitor the existing sanctions re-
gime that includes an arms em-
bargo.

The U.S. and Russia will be the
two major suppliers of equipment
and technical expertise, it is said,
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and chess

Islamabad, July 20

AFGHANISTAN’S RULING Pal-
iban movement on Wednesday
banned the import of 30 items it
said were “un-Islamic,” including
playing cards, neckties, lipsticks,
nail polish and chessboards.

The radical Islamic movement’s
Voice of Shariat radio, monitored
in Islamabad, said the ban was
ordered by the Taliban’s supreme
leader Mullah Mohammad Omar.
Other items listed as banned for
being “against the Sharia,” or
Islamic law, include fireworks,
statues, fashion catalogs and
greeting cards featuring pictures
of peopld, musical instruments
and cassettes. Also banned were
computer discs, movies, satellite
TV dishes, pig fat products and
anything made of human hair.

The radio quoted the leader’s
order as tellihg border guards and
security agencies to seize the
banned items and hand them over
to the Ministry for the Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice,
which acts as the Taliban’s reli-
gious police. Wednesday’s order
follows one last month banning
the printing of pictures of ani-
mals or verses from the Koran on
any products. -

The Taliban, which swept to
power in 1996 and controls about
95 percent of the war-ravaged
country, has already banned tele-
vision, the playing of music and
photographs of people and ani-
mals. It has also barred women
from education, most types of
work, and from going out without
wearing the all-enveloping
“burga” veil. Men are ordered to
grow long beards and not wear
Western dress.

The movement provoked inter-
national protests earlier this year
by ordering the destruction of
ancient Buddhist statues and ask-
ing the country’s small non-Mus-
lim community to wear distin-
guishing badges. The statues,
including the world’s largest two
Buddhas carved in a cliff near the
central Afghan town of Bamiyan,
were destroyed, but no decree has
yet come from Omar about the
{)adge’s 16’ be ‘worn by non-Mus-
ims.
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Afghan sanctions

ASIA NEWS INTERNATIONAL
ISLAMABAD, JULY3 -

THE United Nations Security
Council will adopt a mechanism
in a couple of weeks to monitor
. implementation of sanctions on

Afghanistan, sources said.
‘The Security Council has
been discussing the monitoring
mechanism in the wake of United

Nations sanctions against Taliban

in December 2000.

Experts nominated by the Se-
curity Council have prepared the
outlines of the mechanism after
visiting the, regiqn, and’holding
ta!ktsl?ith aﬁgg}‘& the regional
country. . .

- The mechanism will primarily
deal with imposing unilateral
arms embargo on Taliban in’ ac-
cordance with the United Na:
tions Resolution 1333 that asks

the neighboeuring countries and .

all the member states not to
supply weapons or military advi-
sors -to hanistan’s ruling
militia. , ’

. Team -of experts, which
visited Afghanistan’s neighbour-
ing countriés including Pakistan
have submitted its teport on the
shape this mechanism could take
in order to impose an effective

mechanism. The report doesn’t
contain any accusation against
Pakistan but it says that Pakistan
could contribute to enforce effec-
tive arms embargo against Tal-
iban.' The experts visited Pak-
Afghan border and held talks
with Pakistani officials on the
subject. .
Pakistan, it appears, has

‘raised no objection to the en-

forcement of monitoring mecha-

" nismeas it says it is not extending

nuhtary support to Taliban.

" Pakistan, however, has .on
more than one occasion objected -

to. the unilateral nature of the
arms embargo on istan as

.the United Nations Resolution

1333 doesn’t include“Northern
Alliance in the ambit -of
provisions relating to arms em-
bargo.

Its position has been. reiter-
ated time and,again that unil
ateral arms embargo  will
fuel rather than put'an end to
the fighting going on in
Afghanistan. :

There are indications that the
shape of monitoring mechanism
will be somewhat similar to the
one adopted by the Security
Cotincil some months back for
Angola, e
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 KABUL, MAY 29

loggerneads over
women volunteers

REUTERS QXQLA& \7

THE United Nations said on
Tuesday that the Taliban still re-
fused to allow women to be hired
for a survey needed to continue

of Islam on the 90 per cent of
Afghanistan it controls, said on
Saturday it would block the
poverty survey because it re-
quired hiring women and would
violate Islamic principles.

The Taliban refusal to allow

‘Taliban, UN still at

in .

bread supplies for nearly the Kabulsurvey is the latestin a
3,00,000 people in the Afghan growing number of confronta-
capital. tions with the UN and private or-
The UN World Food Pro-  ganisations that provide most of
gramme  had the* social
given the Taliban : services
until June 15 to The tussie betyveen the war-rav- !
agreetoasurvey the Taliban and the aged coun-
to ensure food try. ‘
aid was reaching UN has aff_eCted The Tal-
! the neediest peo- food supplies to  iban  trig-
* ple in the city of ered world- -
some 1.6 million, about 3_’00’000 \%vide outrage |
but the hardline people in Kabul last  week |
Islamic move- with a decree
ment has so far ordering
refused to reconsider. Hindus in the overwhelmingly

“The most important issue is
the issue of the possibility of the
UN to hire women...and there is
no breakthrough,” Erick de Mul,
head of UN Humanitarian Aid
to Afghanistan, said after two
days of negotiations.

“There is no real movement
on that score.” The Taliban
movement, which is trying im-
pose an extreme interpretation

Muslim country to wear yellow

badges, evoking memories of the
Nazi order that Jews in Germany
wear yellow Stars of David.

The UN World Food Pro-
gramme has warned the Taliban
for more thana year that a survey
was vital to ensure bread — dis-

tributed to 2,82,000 people at 12

per cent of the retail price —w
reaching those most in need,

U
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Osama bin Laden

Osama can’t use-Atghan
soil against IISA Taliban

AFP & REUTERS 9 /0‘

KABUL, June 24. — The Tali-
ban regime today said it was
watching the activities of Osa-
ma bin Laden and that he
wouldn’t be allowed to launch
attacks on foreign targets from
Afghanistan.

“All Osama activities are un-
der control. He has nofacilities
to use Afghan territory against
any country,”

foreign ministry spokesman
Mohammad Usman Sheryar

_ said.

The statement came a day af-
ter the Arabic satellite televi-
sion channel MBC reported
that followers of bin Laden,
who is based in Afghanistan,
were planning a major attack
on US and Israeli interests in
the next two weeks.

The station, monitored by the
BBC, broadcast a report yes-
terday from a correspondent
in the Pakistani town of Quet-
ta, who said he had met bin
Laden two days ago in Afgha-

n tan

“There is a major state of mo-
bilisation among the Osama
bin Laden forces. It seems that
there is a race for who will
strike first. Will it be the Uni-
ted States or Osama bin
Laden?” the correspondent
said.

‘I met with Bin Laden near
Kandahar (Afghanistan) over
the last few days, and his main
supporters said in front of him
that there will be a big surprise
over the next two weeks,” a cor-
respondent for the Arab televi-
sion station said.

“It will be a hard hit against
US and Israeli targets across
the world,” the reporter said.

Mr Sheryar dismissed the tele-
vision report saying he doubted
its credibility.

“Osama has got no facilities to
give interviews or chat with
somebody,” the spokesman
said. “The film shown could
have been skills of the camera
man. This film could be a
forged one.”

He said bin Laden was a
“guest” and would never be al-
lowed to use Afghan soil
against any country.

Asked about the possibility of
a US attack against Taliban-
held areas similar to 1998 mis-
sile strikes against suspected
bin Laden bases in eastern Af-
ghanistan Mr Sheryar said,
“Afghanistan has no worry anc
never had one as God helps Af.
ghanistan.

“Osama’s activities are under
control...therefore I don’t think
America will repeat its previ.
ous mistake.”

US officials said on Friday
forces in the Gulf had been put
on alert based on a non-specific
but credible threat linked to
bin Laden.

US embassies in the Gulf
were open for business as usu-
al today, although witnesses
said security was tight after
Washington’s warning of an
increased threat of “terrerist”

action by Islamic miljtant
groups. /
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Taliban Decree is
Contrary to Shari’a

6\/ \O

HE Taliban, after demolishing

the statues of Buddha have
now issued a decree that all Hindus
in Afghanistan should wear a yel-
low badge so that they can be
recognised. They have done so in
the name of Islam. Justifying this
act they have pointed out that Mus-
lims have to observe a dress code,
keep beards and offer prayers at
appointed times, and those who do
not do so are punished. Since
Hindus are not bound by these reg-
ulations they should be recognised
as Hindus or non-Muslims
and hence the necessity to wear the
yellow badge.

They have also said that it is re-
quired by Islamic Shari’a that non-
Muslims should wear a distinct
dress, and Mulla Umar has only
asked the Department of Enforce-
ment of Good and Eradication of
Evil to enforce this dress code.
Needless to say most of the people
in the world have condemned this
discriminatory decree.

First it needs to be made clear
that there is no

By ASGHAR ALI ENGINEER \q

law is passed to fulfi} a principle
of justice.

Non-muslims have been de-
scribed in Islamic Shari’a as zimmis
i.e. those people the responsibility
for whose welfare falls on the Is-
lamic regime. A number of Holy
Prophet’s sayings can be cited that
those who neglect zimmis will not
be from his ummah (i.e. communi-
ty) and they will not be able to join
him and his band of followers on
the Day of Judgment. Thus to look
after the welfare of non-Muslims is
a fundamental responsibility of an
Islamic regime. No Islamic govern-
ment worth its salt and aspiring for
the Mercy of Allah and His
Prophet can neglect, let alone op-
press, the non-Muslim people of an
Islamic regime.

If the Shari’a has to be a living
and dynamic source of guidance
for people today it has to be cre-
atively and thoughtfully applied in
today’s circumstances. Any law is a
complex statement of principle and
context. In any legislation the un-

Shari’a require-
ment that non-

derlying principle
is most important,

E ] THE _
" | SPEAKING TREE | more important

Muslims be com-

pelled to wear a  hitp://spirituality.indiatimes.com
diStinCt dress Or a .................................

badge. In the fourteen hundred
years of various Islamic regimes
one can hardly cite any such exam-
ple of a specific dress code for non-
Muslims. Neither is it found in the
Qur’an nor in hadith. There is only
one instance during the Fatimid
regime in Egypt in early 11th cen-
tury when Imam Hakim bi
Amrillah, the then Fatimid Caliph
required the Christians to wear
a cross of particular weight (so that
it is not very small) so that they
could be recognised as Christians.
This decree was also an administra-
tive decree and had nothing to do
with Shair’a.

It is important to note that even
the first four rightly guided caliphs
had issued a number of decrees for
admunistrative reasons and in view
of the situation prevailing then.
These do not automatically be-
come part of Shari’a unless they
are based on some Shari’a princi-
ple. One has to distinguish between
administrative decrees and princi-
ples of Shari’a, in the same way as
in a democracy we have to distin-
guish between an ordinance and a
law passed by parliament based on
principle of justice. An ordinance
Is generally issued to take care
of an emergency situation and a

than the problem
which motivates
the legislator to
undertake legislation. Legislation
can change but not the principle. In
Shari’a too principles (usul) are
more important than the law tself,
The Taliban just refuse to under-
stand this.

No regime can work smoothly
and justly if its entire approach is
based on a rule book compiled cen-
turies ago and it does not take into
account the present requirements
of people today.

Moreover in a democratic set-up
in today’s world there is no ques-
tion of Zimmis. All are equal citi-
zens and there should not be any
discrimination on the basis of reli-
gion at all. Democratic and human
rights should be enjoyed by all
whether one is in a majority or mi-
nority from the religious point of
view. But the problem with the Tal-
iban is that they do not believe in
democracy. They believe in me-
dieval theocracy. Leaders like Mul-
la Umar who have no understand-
ing of the modern democratic
world (they have no interaction
with the outside world at all)
are at the helm of affairs of
Afghanistan. The entire people of
Afghanistan are suffering at their
haunds. Others can only sympathise

with their plight.
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The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: Wearing yellow
badges saying “I am a Hindu”, sev-
eral American lawmakers on
Wednesday piloted a Congression-
al resolution condemning the anti-
Hindu edicts of the Taliban regime
in Afghanistan.

Originally authored by Democ-
ratic Congressman Eliot Engel, the
bipartisan “Sense of the Congress”
was co-sponsored by over 80 legis-
lators and was approved by a 420-0
vote. Lawmakers urged the Taliban
to revoke the edict and abide by
civil and human rights standards
laid out in the UN Covenant on
Human Rights and other interna-
tional accords regarding protection
of religious minorities. The resolu-
tion is non-binding and more sym-
bolic in nature.

Lately, Taliban officials have said
the edict has still to be cleared by
their “supreme leader” Mullah
Omar, but American legislators are
nevertheless exercised over what
they see as a throwback to the Nazi
persecution of Jews. Some like
Congressman Tom Lantos, who is
originally from Hungary, is himself
a holocaust survivor. “We cannot
allow the Taliban to systematically
repress its Hindus in such an eerily
similar manner,” Mr Lantos said on
Wednesday.

The move to get lawmakers to
wear yellow badges to show soli-
darity with Afghanistan’s Hindus
was led by Congressman Gary
Ackerman who comes from New
York, which has the heaviest con-
centration of Jews outside Israel.
During the course of his remarks,
Mr Ackerman held up a copy of the

U.S. Congress condemns
Taliban edict on Hindus

. . A
By Chidanand Rajghatta \\

ellow Star of David that Hitler’s
Nazi regime had ordered the Jews
in Denmark to wear in 1943, which
said “I am a Jew” in Hebrew.

Mr Ackerman said he was hope-
ful that on the day the Taliban’s edict
came into force, all members of
Congress would once again don the
yellow badge “so that the minuscule
minority Hindus in Afghanistan will
know we are with them and have a
source of strength”.

Judging by the mood of the law-
makers, it appears that Pakistan’s
foreign minister Abdul Sattar, who
is scheduled to meet them next
week during his visit to Washington,
will face some tough questioning,

Pakistan says it has little leverage
on the Taliban, but the general im-
pression in Congressional circles is
Islamabad has now begun to play
the Taliban card at its convenience
— as it does with its nuclear card —
to extract concessions from the
West. The intelligence community
here also suspects that the Pak-
istani services are still very much in
cahoots with the Taliban despite Is-
lamabad’s denials. Mr Sattar is
scheduled to arrive here on Mon-
day on a three-day visit during
which he will also meet national se-
curity adviser Condoleeza Rice and
secretary of state Colin Powell.

In the time-honoured tradition
of one-upmanship that Islamabad
has practised for years — including
conducting six nuclear tests to In-
dia’s five — Pakistani mandarins
have announced that Mr Sattar was
also carrying a letter from Chief
Executive Musharraf to President
Bush. The gambit is prgsumably
aimed at securing an apdience with
the president.
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/Té}_l_iban may
1ssue I-cards
to Hindus

PRESY TRUST OF INDIA % o A

fy its dedyee ordering the minori-
ty Hindus to wear yellow badges
by issuing special identity cards,
newspapers said here today.
“There is a likelihood that in-
stead of making the Hindus in
Afghanistan wear cloth badges,
the Taliban would issue them
special identity cards, which
they would carry all the time
and show on demand to the law
enforcement agencies,” Pakista-
ni newspaper the Dawn repor-
ted quoting diplomatic sources.
The Taliban decision of making
it mandatory for the Hindus to
wear yellow cloth stickers had
created an international uproar.
But the Taliban defended its
decision claiming that it was
meant to save Hindus from
harassment at the hands of the
moral squads formed to impose
Islamic Shariah law. The Tali-
ban argued that the step was
necessary as some Afghan
Muslims pretended to be Hin-
dus in order to escape punish-
ments for not observing the Is-
lamic code of conduct.
However, India as well as the
international community flayed
the Taliban explanation saying
it was a concoction by the mili-

tia to carry out its persecutio
policies against minorities.

SHE ST A B



, )/UN Taliban rift
w\‘v aggravates hunger

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KABUL, June 9. — Stand-

' ing outside a bakery catering

to the poor, Sima Gul shatters
the anonymity of her head-to-
toe veil by lifting it up and re-
vealing a baby girl whose eyes
are forced shut by infection.
“My daughter is sick and

. must get to a hospital. I've

eight children, no income and
no bread card,” she says, re-
ferring to cards distributed by
the UN World Food Pro-
gramme that enable poor Af-
ghans to buy subsidised bread
at special bakeries in Kabul.
The bread programme —
feeding 282,000 people daily —
is in immediate danger of clos-
ing because of a disagreement
between the UN and the Tali-
ban militia. The impasse is the
largest sticking point in rapidly
deteriorating ties between the
Taliban and the international
aid community, and threatens
to worsen the humanitarian
crisis gripping Afghanistan.

The World Food Pro-
gramme has given the Tali-
ban till 15 June to let it hire
women to conduct a new sur-
vey assessing hunger needs in
Kabul. The UN programme
says it'll close 130 bakeries if
the Taliban, which has resis-
ted hiring women on religious
grounds, doesn’t change its
mind before the deadline.

The bread cards were issued
five years ago based on hun-
ger needs at the time, and the
programme has since been
corrupted by a black market
in both the cards and the sub-
sidised bread, which some
people buy and sell for profit.

The result: People like Sima
Gul, who need the cards, of-
ten don’t have them.

“Too many people who're
vulnerable don’t have cards.
And too many people who've
cards shouldn’t,” said Peter
Goossens, the World Food
Programme’s deputy country
director for Afghanistan.

The bread impasse has un-

derscored growing obstacles
to relief work in Afghanistan,
where a civil war and the
worst drought in 30 years
have displaced 800,000 peo-
ple in the past year alone, ac-
cording to UN figures.

The UN has complained of
increased harassment of its
staff by Taliban police. The
militia recently ordered fe-
male foreign aid workers not
to drive cars.

This week it announced
new restrictions on foreigners
in the country, saying they
must honour Islamic bans on
alcohol, pork, loud music and
gender mixing.

Taliban leaders have said
they are willing to allow a
new bread survey, but not on
the WFP’s terms.

All agree that women must
conduct the survey because it
reguires going into people’s
homes to assess poverty —

something men could n :
do in Taliban-ruled ani-
stan.
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captures ke
Afghan district
K:I;:tz June 5 m/ \‘

A NORTHERN-BASED alliance
fighting a civil war against Tal-
iban rulers said on Tuesday it
captured a key district in central
Afghanistan in a fierce battle
that killed at least 60 soldiers.

The Taliban also claimed vic-
tory in fighting in northern
Afghanistan, but details of the
clash were sketchy.

About 700 men armed with
rocket launchers and automatic
rifles ambushed Taliban soldiers
in the Yakawlang district of
Bamiyan province late Monday,
capturing the area. killing 60 Tal-
iban soldiers and arresting 20
more, said Mohammed Muagek,
an opposition leader. He had no
information on Opposition casu-
alties.

“The Taliban have been feeling
too powerful. We are forcing
them back,”” he said by telephone
from his base in northern
Afghanistan.

A Taliban official who asked
that his name not be used con-
firmed that his militia had lost
Yakawlang. He added that the
Taliban captured the Chal dis-
trict in the northern province of
Takhar on Monday, but did not
give further details.

Taliban fighter planes flew
over Kabul, the capital, on Tues-
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London, May 31

DESPITE THE UN arms embar-
go, Afghanistan’s Taliban regime
is now poised to launch one of its
biggest offensives in recent years,
aimed at breaking the back of
Opposition northern alliance led
by Ahmadshah Massoud, a
defence weekly said today.

The hardline militia is com-
pleting its build-up of a task
force estimated at about 25,000
troops in North-Eastern Takhar
and Konduz provinces opposite
Badakhshan, the last province to
be held entirely by Opposition
forces, Jane’s Defence weekly
said quoting Pakistan-based mil-
itary and intelligence sources.

Despite delays in May caused
by fighting in the central and
northern regions, hundreds of
fresh troops have been airlifted
from Kabul to Konduz, adjacent
to the front-line province of

lan offensive

~
s
Takhar. \ \ ,g
Several refitted main' bBattle
tanks (MBTS) and ther

armoured fighting vehicles have
moved north through the town of
Pul-i-Khumri to Takhar in recent
weeks, the weekly said.

Unconfirmed reports indicate
that some MBTS may have been
moved north on tank trans-
porters. If true, this would be the
first time tank transporters have
been seen in Afghanistan since
the end of the Soviet occupation
in'1989, it said.

Quoting intelligence sources,
it said Pakistan has continued to
provide logistic and advisory
support for the build-up despite
Islamabad's earlier assurances
that it would abide by UN Securi-
ty Council resolution 1333 that
has since January prohibited
provision of material or adviso-
ry support to the Taliban.

The report said UN had no

MUSHARRAF URGES RUSSIATO |
RECOGNISE TALIBAN i
|

GENERAL PERVEZ Musharraf has
urged Russia to recognise
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban militia
as means of restoring stability in the
war-torn country. Musharraf, in an
interview published on Thursday,
also refused to rule out that
Pakistan could in the future conduct
new nuclear tests in response to
India’s own accumulation of atomic
weaponry. Musharraf told the !
Izvestiya that he recognised that [
relations between Pakistan and |
Russia had failed to improve signifi- |
cantly in recent years. AFP i

mechanism in place that might
monitor the implementation of
the sanctions regime by Pak-
istan, which has backed the Tal-
iban since the movement’s incep-
tion in 1994.
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By SAYED SALAHUDI

Kabul, May 27: A UN de egatlon
arrived in the Afghan capital
Kabul on Sunday to talk to the rul-
ing Taliban - movement
impediments the world body says
it faces in carrying out relief work
in the war-tern country.

The delegation representing vari-
ous United Nations agencies and
headed- by its humanitarian co-
ordinator for Afghanistan, Erick de
Mul, is expected to meet Taliban
authorities “including -its foreign
and planning ministers. :

The visit follows Mr de Mul’s
meeting with Taliban officials at
its main stronghold in the southern
city of Kandahar last week and
comes against the backdrop of his
complairits that some Taliban were
harassing UN staff trying to give

humanitarian aid to impoverished .

Afghans. “We are going to discuss
a number of issues that we have
been talking about in Kandahar. It
is basically about the operational
environment,” Mr de Mul told

" reporters on arrival ‘at Kabul air-
port.

. The UN says its workers have
been repeatedly blocked from giv-
ing aid to communities in the area
of Hazargjat, - where * fighting
between the Taliban and its rivals,
the Opposition Northern' Alliance,

 has displaced more than 60,000

about’

le. “There are no-unexpected
problems. There are always some
problems and the idesa is to try to
get rid of them,” Mr de Mul said
but gave no other details. .

His visit to. Kabul follows a
warning from the World Food Pro-
gramme that it will be forced to
close down a subsidised bread pro-
ject because the Taliban refuse to
allow it to hire local women to
carry out a survey to identify the
genuinely needy. The UN co-ordi-
nator said his delegation would
raise the issue of the WFP survey.
The Pakistan-based Afghan Islam-
ic Press reported on Saturday that
the Taliban insist that they. will not |
compromise their. Islamic. princi-
ples by allowing women to work
_for the WFP.

The WFP has been waming the
Taliban for more than a year that a
survey is important to be sure that
the bread, distributed to 282,000
people at 12 per cent of the retail
price, is reaching those who need it
most. The WFP also says that
women are necessary for the sur-
vey because men cannot enter
homes to interview women under
the strict Taliban rules. Taliban
have had. conflicts with foreign-
funded organisations, the UN and
several private aid-groups that pro-
vide most of the social services in

‘Afghanistan over the questnonf

women workers. ( Reuters)
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yd o+ Neo-Nazis

I n their continued drive against multiculturism, the Taliban

in Afghanistan have now ordained that the Hindps and

other ethnic minorities living in that country will have to
abide by a dress code which makes their “difference” from the
majority loud and clear. The idea to impose dress codes as a
means to polarise people is neither particularly novel nor new.
We do not have to go very far. A section of Sikh extremists
tried to do so during the height of the Punjab crisis a few years
ago, and the various offshoots of the Sangh Parivar have also
been rather proactive sporadically when they run out of other
kinds of “ammunition”. The Taliban firman comes barely
weeks after the Buddhist statues at Bamiyan, which have been
silent witnesses to history for years on end, were practically
denuded of their content. A section of the international com-
munity cried foul, and decried the organised attack on the stat-
ues. But beyond that, they could do nothing. Trying to seek
legitimacy with terror as their chief weapon, the next step in
the Taliban strategy would automatically be to ensure the utter
and total submission of the “others” so that they can, howsoev-
er crudely, justify their claim to be the predominant reality in
today’s Afghanistan. History and culture are often particularly
troublesome to those who want to emphasise their ascendancy
in circumstances where there do exist several Afghan groups
within that country itseif who are strongly arrayed against such
brutalisations. Not only the terms of the polarisation sought by
the Taliban are unacceptable; the very attempt puts the Taliban
into the category of neo-Nazis who are.trying to justify the
unjustifiable through brutal means. The Taliban diktat states
that the Hindus in the country carry yellow stickers so that their
different identity from the country at large can be distin-
guished. It is of course not for the Taliban to understand what
profound damage they are doing to their own image, leave
aside to the image of Islam. Coming as the dress-code identifi-
cation drive does when attempts are being made worldwide
(not excluding the zealots in this country) to paint Islam as
essentially backward and primitive in nature and content, the
Taliban are unwittingly providing help to these very Islam-
baiters. The Taliban are of course both peeved and unhappy
over the fact that the rest of the world continues to question
their legitimacy, and periodic reminders such as the latest one
are part of the same frustration. It exemplifies a mindset which
is certainly not in tune with the tenor of the age. It is high time
that responsible countries of the Islamic world exposed such
perfidies and prevented the Taliban from doing more of what
they are doing: The Taliban themselves must look into their
own rich and varied history to know and comprehend that dog-
matism of the variety they represent is repugnant to the Islam-
ic idea per se, and has never worked in multicultural
Afghanistan. There is of course the other question — if this
intended imposition and its likes are supposed to consolidate
on whatever hold they may have over their country, even those
who may hayve fallen prey to their ways for various reasons will
soon start questioning and deserting them. The Taliban leader-
ship has been forced to issue a clarification of sorts in which
they have suggested that the edict merely followed specific
complaints by Muslim students against non-Muslim students
to blur religious lines. The clarification does not allay the fears
that the original move evoked, nor does it categorically speak
in terms of its withdrawal. In the event, the Taliban will have to
do much more than they have to win some credibility of sorts
for themselves. On the face of it achieving that task seems
impossible for the moment.. /
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/" OUTRAGEOUS AFFRONT TO HUMANITY

THE TALIBAN'S FIAT on ways to segregate Af-
ghanistan’s tiny religious minorities, consisting
mostly of Hindus and Sikhs, is not only inhu-
mane but also disingenuously naive. In a ‘fatwa’
or purported Islamic religious decree, the Tali-
ban’s ‘spiritual-statesman’, Mullah Mohammed
Omar, is said to have ordained that the country’s
non-Muslim minorities should sport a badge of
identification. This act of cruelty is only the latest
in a long list of atrocities by the ‘ruling’ regime in
Kabul. Controlling nearly 90 per cent of Afghan-
istan’s rugged terrain with a rich ethnic diversity,
the Taliban has already acquired utter notoriety
for unspeakable barbarity in regard to Afghan-
istan’s Muslim majority as well. Yet, a truly in-
dignant international community has not so far
been able to stop the Taliban in its dirty tracks.
Now, the ostensible argument in support of the
latest savage diktat is that the Afghan ‘author-
ities’ can easily spot the minorities in good faith.
The stated aim is to spare them from the rigours
of a code of ‘Islamic’ ethics and etiquette that the
Taliban applies in regard to the majority pop-
ulation. It is, of course, a different matter that
most Islamic schools and Muslim-run govern-
ments around the world are not convinced of the
authenticity of such an overall code as is being
imposed on Afghanistan in the name of religious
purity. The followers of Mullah Omar do not ob-
viously care about such mainstream Islamic
opinion. More ominously, they seem impervious
to the sheer absurdity of this new order that is
reminiscent of Nazi Germany's eternal shame of
isolating and annihilating the Jewish people.

The Taliban’s neo-apartheid intentions can-
not be concealed by the stray reports that a few
Hindus have really found nothing amiss about
being asked to identify themselves and their
homes by displaying an yellow badge or cloth as
the case might be. An innocent reasoning in this
connection is that the Taliban's Islamic police

has so far allowed the Hindus and Sikhs a free
hand in regard to their private religious practices.
However, Afghanistan’s minorities are by and
large aware of the sinister motives of the Taliban.
The minuscule size of these communities has not
also lulled the wider international society into
ignoring their potential plight. India, whose con-
nections with Afghanistan date back to a hoary
past, is trying to galvanise global opinion against
the Taliban’s cultural excesses, while the U.S,,
whose geopolitical interest in Kabul is historically
more recent, is also in the vanguard of this cam-
paign. It was only two months ago that the Tali-
ban blatantly defied universal opinion and
upheld its own bizarre sense of self-esteem as the
most regressive ‘Islamic’ fundamentalist group
across the globe. It simply obliterated the famous
statues of Lord Buddha in Afghanistan’s Bamiyan
province by disregarding their symbolism as the
country’s cherished pre-Islargc heritag A

The litany of the s intolerance ex-
tends to the do’s and don’ts\slapped on the Af-
ghan Muslims too. These injujictions range from
gender-specific costume code§ to beard norms
for the men, not to mention the uncivilised ban
on girls’ education as also a taboo on the employ-
ment of women. No less unsavoury has been the
anti-modern streak inherent in the sundry pro-
hibitions of photography, television and the like.
An overwhelming indictment of the Taliban will
be incomplete without its perceived abetment of
international terrorists and the narcotics traders.

The U.S. and Russia have taken the lead to try .

and meet the Taliban menace on the wider in-

ternational stage. Yet, the world community’s

options inside Afghanistan are quite limited. Giv-
en today's political cross-currents in Afghanis-
tan’s neighbourhood, the native anti-Taliban

groups have not so far been able to reassert ,

themselves despite the continuing alienation
the Kabul ‘regime’ from the United Nations




PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MOSCOW, MAY 24

THE US and Russia will dis-
cuss the Taliban edict clamping a
special dress code on Hindus and
other religious minorities at a
meeting of a joint working group
beginning today, Russian state
television reported.

The issue will figure in the dis-
cussions of the US-Russia Work-
ing Group on Afghanistan which
meets in Washington. The Group
is co-chaired by US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Armitage
3 and First Deputy Foreign Minister
i of Russia Vyacheslav Trubnikov.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
| yesterday issued a strongly-worded

x.

AJS, Russia to discuss
edict on dre§’%

ode

statement condemning the Taliban
move.

“Russia deplores these acts vi-
olating common human values, in-

cluding Islamic values, and de-

mand unconditional respect of the
rights of all religious minorities by
the Taliban militia,” it said in a
statement.

“Yet another ugly act has been
added to an already long list of vi-
olations of fundamental human
rights by the militia, including the
mass ethnic cleansing of minori-
ties, curbing rights of women and
destruction of Bamian Buddhas,”
itsaid.

Russian private and state-run
media have criticised the Taliban
act saying it “harks of the darkest

Fafiban

Of Hindus

ikh shop-owners wait for customers in downtown Kabul on Wednesday — AP/PTT

pages of the history of mankind
when in Nazi Germany Jews dri-
ven in to Ghettos were bound to
wear the Yellow Star of David.”

Leading business and political |
daily Kommersant said every step
of the Taliban to come closer to the
intérnational community throws
them further away from the rest of
humanity.

“Dress codes for the minorities
were a normal thing in the dark
medieval ages, this is where the
Taliban are leading Afghanistan at
the beginning of the new millen-
nium,” pro-Kremlin Vremya
Novostyei said.

Meanwhile in Jerusalem,
Holocaust survivors, lawmakers |
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ﬁ}orld conden\ln%ll‘aliban

decree foHindus, Sikhs

i

Paris, May 24

HUMAN RIGHTS groups, the
United Nations and govern-
ments around the globe today
blasted an order by
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
militia forcing Hindus to wear
yellow stickers to differentiate
themselves from the Muslim
majority.

“Similar practices in the past
- from Nazi Germany in the
1930s to Rwanda in the early
1990s — have led to the most hor-
rible crimes,” the UN High Com-
mission on Human Rights and
the UN Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) said in a joint state-
ment.t.“The decree harks back
to the darkest periods of human
history,” the UN said, urging the
Taliban to “urgently reconsider
their position.”

In a move reminiscent of the
detested yellow stars of David
Jews were forced to wear in
Hitler’'s Germany, the Taliban’s
secret religious police yesterday
ordered Hindus in Afghanistan
to carry a thumb-sized yellow
marker inside their pockets.

AFP PHOTO

A Sikh kneels in prayer before a shrine in Afghanistan’s Kabul
Kart-e-Parwan area on Thursday, the day the Taliban started enforcing

their decree for Hindus and Sikhs.

Officials for the Islamic Tal-
iban militia said the yellow
badge would save Hindus from
harassment during regular
spot-checks, during which
police herd Muslims into
mosques to ensure their beards
meet strict requirements.

But the order by the funda-
mentalist Islamic regime

v SINDUS™

against the tiny Hindu commu-
nity has sparked international
outrage.

The US State department
spokesman said forcing social
groups to wear distinctive cloth-
ing or identifying marks stig-
matised and isolated them and
could “never, be justified".
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Nazis in Afghanistan W«‘f;&é

LL CIVILISED people will be shocked
and horrified by the barbaric Taliban
regime’s latest edict requiring
Hindus to carry yellow stickers
to distinguish them from the rest of
Afghanistan’s largely Muslim population.
Most dismayed, however, will be liberal and
secular Muslims who will recognise how
much the global image of Islam suffers each
time the madmen of the Taliban commit
some crime or atrocity in its name. At a time
when much of the West — led by an influen-
tial section of American opinion — is trying

to portray Islam as a threat to world peace

becauge of its allegedly fanatical and intoler-
ant nature, the barbarism of the Taliban
onlyse#ves to reinforce this caricature.
Three things must now be done in the after-
math of this latest atrocity The United States
and the Allies ignored evidence, throughout
the Thirties, that Nazi Germany’s treatment of
Jews was leading to a holocaust. The only par-
allel for the Taliban’s barbarism is with the
Nazis. This time around, the world must not
wait till it is too late. The US frequently gives
the impression that it has no interest in being
a global policeman unless American interests
are, however obliquely, threatened or the
President needs a Wag The Dog-style military
strike to divert attention from a sex scandal. It
must move to correct that impression. The

whole world should act to remove the sava
and murderers of the Taliban and to restore to
Afghanistan a semblance of civilised gover-
nance. Given that the US caused this problem
by arming and training the mujahideen in the
Eighties, it has a greater responsibility than
most other countries.

Secondly, action must be taken against
Pakistan. The Taliban were trained by the
ISI. The Pakistani regime keeps attempting
to trade its influence with the Taliban for
favours from Washington. The world should
make it clear to Pakistan that any state
which deals with the thugs of the Taliban is
itself a rogue state. As long as Islamabad
remains the Taliban’s window to the world,
it must be treated as an accessory to murder,
terrorism, discrimination and mayhem.

And finally, India’s Muslims must recog-
nise the opportunities that the Taliban’s
behaviour offers to Hindu communalists.
During the destruction of the Bamiyan
Buddhas, Indian Muslims behaved in an
exemplary fashion, rushing to condemn the
destruction. They must do the same thing
again to ensure that the secular outrage is not
hijacked by communalists. And when those in
their number — such as the Shahi Imam of
Jama Masjid — brag about their links with
the Taliban, they must condemn the gommu-
nalists within their own community/

THE HINDUSTAN TT.*:
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4VFP supplies foed’

to Afghan refugees

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, MAY 21. The World
Food Programme (WFP) today
began distributing food supplies
to over 70,000 poor Afghans, who

have been living in a sgfalid
camp near Peshawar for fhe pasj
five months. A ~A S

The camp has been the bonejof
contention between the Goverj-
ment here and the United NJ-
tions. The U.N. agencies have
been asking the military govern-
ment to allow screening of the in-
mates of the camp at Jalozai to
enablethe aid workers reach the
migrants. The Musharraf Govern-
ment turned down the request
saying the screening of the refu-
gees would only encourage fur-
ther migration from across the
border.

On Saturday, the North West
Frontier Province Governor an-
nounced that the Government
had decided to send away all the
illegal migrants. His argument
was that given its economic sit-
uation, Pakistan could not afford
to accommodate any more refu-
gees. Islamabad has been urging
the U.N. to open relief camps in
Afghanistan so that the drought-
hit and war-affected people were
not forced to migrate in search of
livelithood. The U.N. has said it
cannot be expected to improve
conditions in that country unless
the two warring fagtions there are
willing to cogpetate and halt the




A

New Delhi, May 20: In a
move strongly reminiscent of
the Nazis’ treatment of the
Jews, all Hindus in
Afghanistan have been
ordered by the fundamental-
ist Taliban regime to wear a
_yellow cloth to identify them-
selves and also to follow the
Islamic Shariat code or face
prosecution.

In a recent decree, separate
dress codes have been made
mandatory for Muslims and
non-Muslims (Hindus), and
the head of a Hindu house-
hold is also required to put a
two-metre yellow cloth on his
house so that it stands apart.

According to the decree, a
copy of which was made
available to UNI, Hindus and
Muslims cannot live in the

By RAMESH BHAN

"Taliban order
Afghan Hindus
to wear ye

Welle
same héu e. Hin&%ﬁlg in

a Muslim household have
been ordeted to leave within
three days, and vice versa.
Any violation would invite
prosecution. Heads of Hindu
places of worship have been
asked to prepare a list of
such places/houses where
Hindus and Muslims are liv-
ing together.

Hindus have been barred
from constructing new
prayer houses or places of
worship, and have been told
to conduct prayers in existing
ones. Places of worship once
destroyed cannot be rebuilt.

Hindu men have been pro-
hibited from wearing tur-
bans, while Hindu women
have been told to wrap their
body with a big yellow chad-
dar with two small holes near
# Turn to Page 2
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HE TALIBAN destroy Bami-

yan Buddhas and is now howmg

the world the rubble. It managed

to capture the attention of the in-
ternational community for a fortnight, like
it had at the time of the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines aircraft to Kandahar in De-
cember, 1999. On both occasions, except
for verbal condemnation, the international
community did nothing.

Before examining the Taliban’s next
move to get international attention, three
factors need to be noted. First, how the
Taliban came into existence. The Islamic
Revolution in Iran in February 1979 pro-
duced a towering personality, Ayatollah
Khomeni, who acquired a certain aura and
moral authority over the other leaders in
the Islamic world, including the Custodian
of the Holy Shrines of the Islamic world,
Saudi Arabia. In the traditional Shia-Sunni
differences of the Islamic world, the Shia
domination started ringing alarm bells.
That promptéd the Saudis to step in in a
big way in the Afghan resistance move-
ment against the Soviets. After a bloody
nine years, the Soviets withdrew from Af-
ghanistan. The Saudis who participated in
the war through their surrogate, Pakistan,
tried to project it as a victory of Islam
against “infidels”, the Red Army.

A friendly pro-Pakistani Government in
Kabul would have enabled the Saudis to
acquire a pressure point vis-a-vis Iran. Un-
fortunately, that did not happen. The Af-
ghan warlords who defeated the Soviet
Red Army started quarrelling among
themselves. While this power struggle was
on, the Soviet Union disintegrated. This
resulted in the emergence of five land
locked countries, like Afghanistan, in
Iran’s neighbourhood, the Central Asian
Republics (CARs). While the CARs were

getting their bearings as independent na-.

tion-states, the Pakistan-Saudi combine
saw an opportunity to pressure Iran. That
was the time the Taliban, consisting of
mainly Sunni Pashtoons, came into exist-
ence. That was in August/ September
1994. Saudi benevolence coupled with Pa-
kistan’s military minds and men enabled
the Taliban to make rapid strides in neu-
tralising Afghan warlords; and in Septem-
ber 1996, it managed to capture Kabul.
The dissident Saudi billionaire-turned-
radical Islamist, Osama bin Laden, came
to Taliban-controlled Afghanistan in May/

By T. Sreedhar

June 1996. He struck an immediate rap-
port with Taliban leadership, especially
Muilah Umar. After his arrival in Kanda-
har, the pace of the Tahban s advances in-
creased.

Suddenly, the world witnessed Mullah
Umar becoming ambitious. His effort was
to establish a Caliphate. He started acquir-
ing pressure points on the entire neigh-
bourhood and on the major countries of
the Islamic world. Dissidents from all over
the neighbourhood and even from Egypt
started getting refuge in Taliban-con-
trolled Afghanistan.

professional army and was forced to re-
treat. The Taliban-trained militia also suf-
fered serious reverses in Chechnya.

The Taliban must have realised that
building a professional army is going to be
time consuming. It can humble their op-
ponents only by acquiring weapons of
mass destruction — nuclear, biological
and chemical weapons. Stray reports from
the region indicate that there is a distinct
possibility of this happening. For instance,
in mid-2000 there were reports in the Brit-
ish Press about British undercover agents
striking a deal with a tribal chief some-

The Taliban can humble its opponents only by
acquiring weapons of mass destruction. Stray reports
Jrom the region indicate there is a distinct
possibility of this happening.

Lastly, the Taliban in all its military cam-
paigns generally succeeded, except on a
few occasions. In May 1997 it managed to
occupy Mazar-e-Sharif for a few days. The
local population regrouped and turned
against it on the fourth day. In the process,
Taliban suffered around 3000 to 4000 ca-
sualties. In the Taliban’s perception, Ira-
nian military assistance to anti-Taliban
forces played a decisive role in its defeat.
In its second assault on Mazar-e-Sharif, in
August 1998, the Taliban ensured that the
entire anti-Taliban groups there were
eliminated. In addition, Taliban militia
killed nine diplomats and one journalist in
the Iranian Consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif.
Iran reacted sharply by mobilising more
than 50,000 troops,on the border threat-
ening to take punitive action against the
Taliban.

The Taliban suddenly realised that its
objective of achieving Ummah could be
defeated by this development. Subse-
quently, the Taliban made a tactical apol-
ogy to Iran and handed over the bodies of
its diplomats. Incidentaily, this is the only
occasion on which Taliban apologised for
their actions since its birth in 1994.

In the summer 1999 Kargil war, the Tali-
ban-trained militia beat a hasty retreat,
once it realised that the going was not
good. This was the second occasion on
which the Taliban militia confronted a

where in NWFP to buy enriched uranium
from him. Though this was denied by the
Pakistan Government, there is a lurking
suspicion that this is possible.

There were also reports about retired
Pakistani nuclear scientists subscribing to
radical jehadi ideology and joining the Ta-
liban. For instance, Sultan Bashiruddin
Mehmood, who worked with the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission from 1963 to
1998 in various capacities including as a
Director of the Kahuta Enrichment Pro-
ject, took premature retirement in 1998
and floated an organisation called Ummat
Tameer-e-Nau (Reconstruction of Muslim
Ummah) to promote science and technol-
ogy is Islamic countries. In addition the
UTN also launched an Ummat Bank for
Development last yeasr. According to
media reports, the UTN Teceived substan-
tial amounts from several Muslim coun-
tries. This was followed by reports that
Congolese rebel groups were trading in
uranium isotope 235 through their con-
duits in Tanzania and Kenya. These con-
duits are reported to be locals of Asian
origin. In addition there were also reports
that Pakistan alone bought eight to nine
canisters of Uranium 235 last year. Tan-
zania and Nigeria are significant in the Ta-
liban context because Mullah Umar and
Osama bin Laden have an excellent net-
work in these two countries. Then came

/ / New threat from the Taliban

“w

the unconfirmed reports of a meeting be-
tween higher echelons of Pakistan’s nucle-
ar establishment and a section of the
Taliban leadership.

Equally important is the abrupt removal
of Dr. A. Q. Khan, the man responsible for
making Pakistan nuclear weapons, as head
of the Pakistani nuclear programme
around mid-March this year. Though offi-
cially he was offered the job of special
emissary of the President, Dr. Khan de-
clined the offer. The Pakistani media re-
ported that he was removed from his
special position in the Pakistani nuclear
programme to clear the decks for Pakistan
to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty. The media also reported that Dr. Khan
had got a number of offers from other Is-
lamic countries. Again few days later there
were reports that he was persuaded by the,
Pakistan President to accept the special as-
signment and he obliged. This started
speculation in sections of the nuclear es-
tablishment all over the world whether Dr.
Khan was jajning the Islamic radicals. In
the past, he has expressed his sympathies
for the jehadis.

Regarding nuclear weapons, till now no
nuclear weapons power has transferred
ready-made weapons to any second party.
It is unlikely the Pakistani armed forces
will do it, despite their ideological leaning
towards the Taliban. Alternately, easy
availability of enriched uranium would en-
able the Taliban to acquire radiation
weapons, knows as dirty weapons in stra-
tegic parleys. This can create the needed
psychological terror among the Taliban’s
adversaries. It can threaten to deliver such
weapons with the aircraft (six to eight
MIG-19s and three Boeing 727s) it has, at
least on the immediate neighbourhood. .

In December 1999 and January 2000,
some of the Taliban followers had tailked in
terms of raising an Islamic army with nu-
clear weapons. It had publicly said the Pa-
kistani armed forces should be coverted
into that type of force. If the Taliban is
working in this direction, the coming
months are going to be critical. One need
not rule out the possibility of the Taliban
acquiring weapons of mass destruction.
The way developments are unfolding, it is
within the realm of possibility.
(The writer is Senior Research

Institute for Defence Studies and /Analyses,
New Delhi.)
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' Hard bargaining to keep ,d@!@gat?in New York

Taliban threat to close p
UN’s Kabul mission”"

Kabul, May 10 (Reuters):
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
today threatened to close the UNs’
mairn political mission in the capi-
tal Kabul if they are not allowed to
keep a delegate in New York.

“If they close our representa-
tive’s office and expel him, we will
shut the UNSMA (UN Special Mis-
sion to Afghanistan) office in
Kabul and dismiss its personnel,”
Taliban foreign minister Wakil
Ahmad Muttawakil said.

The threat came two days after
the UN said it intended to close its
political offices in four Afghan
cities -— Herat, Jalalabad, Kanda-
har and Mazar-i-Sharif — as de-
manded by the Taliban but leave

open its bureau in the capital *

Kabul.The closure of the four UN
offices is to take place by May 20 in
retaliation for the shutdown of the
Taliban’s New York office by the
US in line with UN sanctions
against the radical Islamic move-
ment.

Muttawakil said the UN would
be allowed to continue its normal
activities in Afghanistan if it con-
vinced the US to reverse its deci-
sion to close the Taliban’s New
York office headed by Taliban
envoy Abdul Hakim Mujahid.

He said Mujahid’s operations

were limited to New York and he
was only allowed to work in his
residence or from a guest house.

The UN Security Council or-
dered a new set of sanctions
against the Taliban for the move-
ment’s refusal to hand over Saudi-
born terrorism-suspect Osama
bin Laden for a US trial.

The sanctions, which followed
anti-Taliban financial and avia-
tion sanctions ordered last year,
include a closure of Taliban of-
fices abroad, restricting its offi-
cials’ foreign trips, and an arms
embargo, which does not apply to
the Tadiban’s opponents.

Bin Laden is wanted by the US

to face charges of masterminding
a 1998 bombing of two US em-
bassies in East Africa that killed
more than 200 people.The dissi-
dent denies the charges and the
Taliban, which has sheltered him
as a “guest”, has refused to expel
him Muttawakil expressed hope
for a normalisation of the radical
Islamic movement’s uneasy rela-
tions with neighbouring Iran,
which he said would soon send a
delegation to Afghanistan.
Hesaid an Iranian team would
soon travel to the western Afghan
city of Herat where an Iranian

exile and nine local people wegre,
killed in a bomb blast. //
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rAfghans have lost hope in -

peace efforts: UN envoy

KABUL: Afghans have lost hope
that peace will come or that UN en-
deavours to end the protracted war
will bear fruit, UN secretary-gener-
al’s special envoy for Afghanistan

— 1

e

Francesc Vendrell said on N
The United Nations fyiled 0
prevent a new round of |clashe..
which erupted over the N
between the ruling Taliban bnd tle
northern-based opposition a-,,
liance headed by commander Al ,
mad Shah Masood. -
Both sides, locked in a fiere”
fighting in the country’s northen .
regions, blame each other for tlz -
new clashes.

He said he was depressed at th..
Taliban’s decision to boycott UT
peace efforts after the securiv.
council slapped tough sanctions a..
Afghanistan in January for the ru-
ing militia’s alleged support for ir :
ternational terrorism.

He acknowledged th&
Afghanistan’s neighbours wemr
backing the Afghan warring fae
tions, but refused to give specifg«
details. Mr Vendrell said he raisg
the issue of Saudi dissident Osamy. ||
Bin Laden in every discussion It *
had with the Taliban. Bl

Bin Laden, wanted by Washing
ton for allegedly mastermindirg:
the 1998 bombings of two U.S. enws
bassies in East Africa, is harbourd
by the Taliban in Afghanistan. ~ ~

Mr Vendrell said Bin Laden;
continued presence in Afghanista -

the Ul

was the main reason f ‘
curbs and isolation pfthe Taliba
regime. arp)
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~ ~Heavy fighting
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#¥,0\¥in Bamiyan /)
| KABUL, MAY 3. Heavy fighting erupted injthe
- central Afghan province of Bamiyan on Thirs-
: day after the ruling Taliban launched a pre-
. dawn offensive against opposition positidns,
opposition officials said.

Fighting was going on between the Taliban
i troops and forces of the Shiite Muslim faction
i Hezb-e-Wahdat near Dara-e- Shahidan Pass,
. 25 km west of Bamiyan city, they/said.

The fighting was intense in the Surkh Dara
area close to the city, they said, adding that the
frontlines remained unchanged. ‘“We are in
our positions. The Taliban have mounted the
attack from Bamiyan city,”” an opposition offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.

Speaking from the opposition-controlled
Yakawlang district further west of Bamiyan, he

- said reports of casualties were not immediate-
ly available. ‘

The Afghan Islamic Press said Taliban

troops overran Dara-e-Shahidan and seized a
" nearby airstrip of Shibber after capturing 15
opposition soldiers. Independent confirma-
tion of the report was not available.

The Pakistan-based news service said Tali-
ban jets also participated inthe attack, pound-
ing opposition positi
— AFP
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~Afghans yearning for

HD"I?’_

KABUL, MAY 1. The U.N. peace envoy to
Afghanistan, Mrt. Francesc Vendrell, said he
was pessimistic about the chances for
negotiations to end the decades-long
conflict, blaming both outside interference
and the warring factions.

“l can easily believe that ordinary
Afghans have lost hope and heart in peace
negotiations and particularly in the ability
to find a political settlement,” Mr. Vendrell
told reporters yesterday.

Mr. Vendrell said he had spoken with
civilians about the ruling Taliban
movement and its opponents led by Mr.
Ahmad Shah Masood, who have just
resumed heavy fighting in northern
Afghanistan.

“They want peace, they want access to
health and education,” he said of the
ordinary people, referring to restrictions
imposed by the Taliban. “They are tired of
the fighting and want the rebuilding of
Afghanistan.

"They will support anyone who is willing
to come forward to improve their lives,"
said the former professor from Spain who is
the personal envoy of the U.N. Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan. He compared the
wreckage in Afghanistan with Germany at
the end of the World War 11, but said
survivors then were hopeful for a better
future.

"The situation is horrendous. People have
lost hope for a better future and this is very
tragic. Mr. Vendrell was disappointed that
U.N. appeals for a halt to the yearly
resumption of heavy fighting had failed
despite fears of famine from drought and
war: [ am pessimistic about chances of
preventing what I would call a hot
summer.’* The U.N. envoy said the Taliban
had boycotted every U.N. peace effort since
new Security Council sanctions were
imposed in January for their alleged
backing of international "terrorism‘.

Mediation efforts stalled

"Of course [ am depressed. [ have been
concerned deeply in the last few months,”
he said, conceding his mediation efforts had
stalled.

He said foreign intervention had fuelled
Afghan fighting, but said naming the
countries would only complicate efforts to
start peace talks. Mr. Vendrell said the
Security Council knew precisely which
countries backed factions in Afghanistan.
at the peaceful settlement
easier if the countries who

D454

peace: U.N.

An old Afghan refugee woman narrates the ordeal she is going through, in
Maslakh camp near Herat, western Afghanistan, on Monday. More than 110,000
people who fled from drought and fighting have taken refuge at the overcrowded

Maslakh camp. — AP

this is what I am trying to do now," he said
at the U.N. headquarters in Kabul.

The Taliban accused other countries,
especially Russia, of backing their
opponents.

The Afghan opposition, which the U.N.
still recognises as the Government, accuses
Pakistan of training, advising and arming
the Taliban. Pakistan denies any
involvement.

"But it is also true that in the battlefield
Afghans are fighting Afghans. And no matter
how the weapons are provided, at the end
of the day, it’s their own decision to fight or
not," he said.

Mr. Vendrell said only elections, through
the traditional tribal gathering and
supervised by the U.N., would provide a
way out of the civil war.

"Otherwise you will see the continuation
of the hostility and you will have constant
denial of the legitimacy of whatever
government emerges.” Mr. Vendrell said he
presses the Taliban continually to satisfy the
Security Council demand for the surrender
of Osama bin Laden, the Saudi-born
dissident accused of bombing U.S.
embassies in Africa.

"The presence of this gentleman is the
basic reason for the sanctions,”* Mr. Vendrell
said.

But he said Osama’s departure from
Afghanistan would not lead to peace unless
the Taliban 'bring about a situation
whereby Afghans choose their own destiny".

"They need to let the Afghan people
choose a constitution and a government
that they wish. Without that neither side has
legitimacy," he said. — Reuters




Afghan Opp

agrees to
ceasefire

Kabul, May 2 f%ﬂ S

THE AFGHAN Ox}position
alliance said on Wednesday it
would accept a UN appeal for a
ceasefire to prevent a humanitar-
jan disaster if the ruling Taliban
also agreed.

The chief of the UN refugee
agency, Ruud Lubbers, had car-
ried his appeal for a cease-fire
Jasting six months to a year to
Burhanuddin Rabbani, head of
the anti-Taliban alliance fighting
for its existence in northeastern
Afghanistan. “We believe that
not only for six months that the
war should be over forever,” Rab-
bani said after the men met in
the alliance’s current capital
Faizabad.

“Yes, we are in agreement but
we want that the Taliban should
also agree,” said Rabbani, still
recognised as Afghan president
by most of the world including
the United Nations despite being
driven from the capital Kabul by
the Taliban five years ago.

Rabbani said he agreed with
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees Lubbers that peace was
necessary for the welfare of the
Afghan people, suffering the
twin calamities of two decades of
war and the worst drought in 30
years. Lubbers had expected to
also meet Ahmad Shah Masood,
commander of the anti-Taliban
forces. But Masood, who had
been directing fighting with the
Taliban last week to the west of
Faizabad, did not appear.

Lubbers had carried the same
plea for a ceasefire to the Taliban
in Kandahar a day earlier but did
not get a clear reply.
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Afghan hell:

1} roads led to Kabul, it

seemed, and all in the

vain attempts to rescue

stone idols whose sur-
vival for all these years was a trib-
ute to Islam’s respect for more
primitive religions which rely on
idol worship.

Not that I approve of the Tal-
iban’s blgsting to smithereens of
ancient héritage in a country with
precious little else going for it, it is
Just that there appears to be more
concern for these stone represen-
tations of human forms than for
the mass of suffering humanity
slowly starving to death in that
benighted land.

1, and others, have been waming
for many months that a major
international  catastrophe  was
looming in Afghanistan, on the
scale of the Orwellian nightmare
of Ethiopia and the Sudan in 1984.
Few anywhere wanted to know
and, some BBC news crews apart,

"the mass media merely yawned.
Ennui and the fact that the suffer-
ers lived in the country with the
worst intemational - reputation in
the world, was enough to place the
story 10 places behind the fate of
the Spice Girls in the news agen-
da.

But then everyone from Kofi
Annan to the Sheikh of Al-Azhar
— a sort of grand Mufti from
Cairo — was busy trying to save
statues in Afghanistan with an
energy which mocks the thou-
sands of dead famine victims in
the country. Incidentally, this is
the same Sheikh who, after a torrid
and bittey argument with me in his
Cairo office 18 months ago, final-
ly promised that he would travel to
Baghdad to see the suffering of his

co-religionists there — a promise -

which he has broken. Clearly, the
fate of giant Buddhas energised
him more.

My run-ins with thc zealots now
running things beyond the Khyber
Pass go back a long ‘way. The
admirable Professor Mohammed
Arif of the Bnns!yAﬁ'o-Asmn
Solidarity Committee held a meet-
ing in Parliament thé night before
the final collapse of the old regime
in Kabul and the sweeping victory
of the so-called Mujahideen,
whose passage to power had been
*aralded that day by the clearly

meditated withdrawal of the

British embassy from the city.
This was an” act of diplomatic
treachery, or so it appeared at the
time.
At that

meeting, I said,

“Although I might be the Jast man

standing in the British Parliament
prepared to say this, T believe that
the Najibullah era, now closing,
will come to be looked back on as
a golden age in the history of
Afghanistan — an age when the
country began a modernisation a
century overdue, when women
were freed from obscurantist
servitude and were educated and
able to work for the first time, and
when the country ceased to be an
imperialist plaything of the colo-
nialists.

“l believe that the barbarians
who are about to sweep into Kabul
will bring with them a long, dark
night of backwardness and sav-
agery. History will judge harshly
those who made it possible for
them to break down the gates.”

On few issues, have my words
been more prophetic. The Taliban
are the “sons” of the original “holy
warriors”, having killed their
“fathers” for not being rigorous
enough in their “transformation”
of the country. The barbarians
who came through the gates of -
Kabul fell upon the society like
wolverines. Television sets were
hanged from high buildings, con-
demned as agents of the devil.’
Footballers were beaten for the
immodesty of their kits, men were
set upon for having trimmed their
beards and women were hunted

The devil came

w0

| By GEORGE GALLOWAY

By preapxtatmg the fall of the Najib
government and by allowing the Taliban a free
run of Afghanistan, Britain and the US thrust
~ tragedy upon the world

collapsed under the weight of
reaction, war, devastation and
hunger.

Najibullah, who had been under
United Nations’ “protection” in
the compound of the Indian
embassy, was dragged like a dog
and hanged from a lamp-post. His
penis was cut off and placed in his

mouth and bank notes stuffed up-

his nostrils.

Members of the international
community, basically Britain and
the United States, had little or
nothing to say. And how could
they? They were the states which

out of all aspects of public life:=* had opened the gates. During the

Even shopping had to be done by
male relatives — condemning
even the widows of their com-
rades-in-arms to the deepest pur-
dah. Women workers were first
restricted then banned from all
employment. Then came educa-
tion. The fake mullahs said girls
should be educated in domesticity

at home, Finally, women were for- .

bidden even to attend hospitals
and doctors’ surgeries. By then, no
women doctors were ailowed to
practice. Even Dante could not
have pictured the hell on earth
which Afghanistan became, and
when the religious students, the

‘word Taliban translates merely as .

students, launched the second
wave of terror, the country simply

bloody war against the govern-

 ment of Najib, viewers of British

television — an agent of the devil,
remember — were treated almost
nightly to eulogies of the austere
manly fighting qualitics of the
Mujahid — holy warriors. Sandy
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Gall, in particular, on News at Ten',

from ITN on patrol with the
Afghan “noble savage” became a
staple of Eighties journalism.

nly with the publication of

John K. Cooley’s magnifi-

cent Unholy Wars
revealed the full extent of Western
perfidy in Afghanistan. I had a
pretude of this some years before
when visiting the regimental head-
quarters of the Khyber Rifles, the
crack’ Pakistani troops who con-
trolled the Pass through which the
holy warriors passed to the front.
There in a rogues’ gallery of mem-
orabilia — signed pictures of
Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger
and Margaret Thatcher — was a
piece of the Berlin Wall. It had
been sent by Ronald Reagan and
its inscription hailed the part
played by the Pakistani military

The Taliban are the
“sons’ of the original
‘holy warriors’, having
killed their ‘fathers for
not being rigorous

‘enough in their

transformatnon of
the country

+have

was

dictator Zia ul Hagq, the Rifles and
the Afghan rebels in “breaking
down this wall”. It chilled the
blood.

But Cooley showed the vast
operation — designed by Zbige-
new Brezhinski, Jimmy Carter’s
national security advisor — which
brought the fake mullahs to
power. The cash trail, paid mainly
by Saudi Arabia on behalf of the
CIA, and the arms and training
funnelled mainly through Anwar

Sadat’s Egypt to begin with and

then General Zia’s Pakistan is
revealed beyond contradiction.
All the stops were pulled out,

- first to suck the Soviet Union into

a quagmire and then to slowly
bleed it white. And here the laws
of unintended consequences come
into play. Sadat fell to a hail of
assassins’ bullets fired by conspir-
ators who had cut their teeth, as
so many subsequent
“Afghan Arabs” since in the
Western-sponsored war.

Saudi Arabia braces itself for
more Al-Khobar style outrages,
exploded by a terror — interna-

_ tionally controlled from the moun-

tains of the same Afghanistan its
own Riyals “liberated”.

The Western tourists slaughtered
by the Nile at the “Valley of the
Kings” were mundered by Afghan
Arabs, as were the poor Africans
in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam
who had the misfortune to' be
beside the US' embassies there
when the “Mujahideen” sent them
skyward,

The USS Cole was holed by the
same groups and 17 US sailors
went to a watery grave. CIA offi-
cers were killed outside their
headgquarters in Langley, Virginia
and the Empire State building in
New York. Hijackings, assassina-
tions and murders by the score
have all been perpetrated by the
groups hardened in the US proxy
war fought in Afghanistan.

Pakistan now struggles to feed
millions of Afghan refugees who
shiver in tents in Peshawar, the
people who put them there utterly
uninterested in their fate. Pakistary
is now awash with guns and drugs
spilled over from the Afghan
imbroglio to the extent that the
very existence of the Pakistani
state is in question.

Much of the junk killing and

from west

damaging youngsters in Britain is
being produced and exported by
the Afghan Mujahideen.- And the
world’s most wanted man —
Osama Bin Laden — was just a
Saudi businessman before he dis-
covered the CIA dollar. Not many
know that the Afghan base hitby a
hail of cruise missiles fired by Bill
Clinton on the eve of Mounica
Lewinsky’s appearance before a
grand jury had actually been built
for Bin Laden by the CIA. The US
and Britain created Osama Bin
Laden and sowed him with the rest
of the dragon’s teeth now sav-
aging them in different parts of the
world.

We now know- that the
announcement of the withdrawal
of the British embassy from Kabul
was just a small part of a massive
co-ordination effort between the
Afghan terrorists, Thatcher’s gov-
ernment, British intelligence and
even the British armed forces. It
has now emerged in the memoirs
of one of the officers involved that
Britain’s special forces, the SAS,
not only trained Afghan terrorists
in Herefordshire but actually had
officers on secondment in
Afghanistan.

Recently, a BBC report, filmed
in front of the peak of Mount
Herat, showed a gigantic refugee
camp in which hundreds of thou-

sands waited to die of hunger and
cold. The war, pestilence, famine

and disease, the reporter said, was
being disastrously compounded
by UN sanctions. These were
imposed, yet again, by Britain and
the US to punish the pcople of
Afghanistan  becausg; ~of . the
crimes of the countris goyc_m—
ment, the Talibag. . ‘
This is a governmmt armed
paid for and helped to power by
the same British and US govern-
ments now imposing sanctions
and starvation on top of the cata-

strophe already there. Blowing up

Buddhas is certainly a crime. But
it is a.petty offence compared to
the satanic savagery Western pol-
icy inflicted on one of the poorest,
most God-forsaken countries in
the world. -

B GEORGE GALLOWAY s
Labour MP for Glasgow Hill-
head, UK. This article which
appmrzd in the Tribune was
reprinted with his permission




_Afghanistan
fight set to oy
[ ] . i o 1
intesify: UN
y o

New York, April 24: With
lack of weapons and war eqhi
ment coming from foreign suppli-
ers, Afghan parties are preparing
for “heavy fighting” in the coming
months, the United Nations has
said. '

A report from UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan on Monday
predicted the situation would be
“bleak” on the battleground as
well as in the humanitarian arena. |
“Worst of all, conditions are liable
to deteriorate further in the coming
months as a result of the likely
increase in the fighting and the
continuing effects of drought,”
said the report, which was sent to
the UN security council.

The Islamic fundamentalist Tal-
iban has been fighting an alliance
of warring parties in the north for
years. , .

Mr Annan said the international
community failed to help
Afghanistan after the departure of

_ Soviet troops in the late 1980s and
it “bears a large share of responsi- '
bility for the country’s current
plight.” ;

He said the 12-month trade
embargo imposed by the council
can. not be blame for
Afghanistan’s -~ deteriorati
humanitarian situation. (DP,

Truce or
truce, Ldanka
ready to talk

THE ASIAN AGE
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China sees role for India
hanistan affairs

Wﬂ

v L In \fg
IL 16. China today said

BELJING, y
it welcomed all international ef-
forts, including that of India, to-

wards  bringing peace and
stability in the civil war-torn Af-
ghanistan.

“China welcomes all the efforts
that are conducive to peaceful
resolution of the Afghanistan is-
sue,” the Foreign Ministry spo-
keswoman, Ms. Zhang Qiyue, said
when asked to comment whether
China saw a role for India in the
affairs of Afghanistan.

Pakistan had reacted strongly
to Tran’s suggestion during the
visit of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behart Vajpayee, to the Guif
last week that [slamabad should
work with New Delhi and Tehe-
ran to resolve the Afghan issue.

The Pakistani Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, on Saturday

ruled out any role for India in Af-
ghanistan.

“The world community has
identified eight countries which
have a role to play in bringing
peace to Afghanistan and [ndia is
not among them,” Mr. Sattar,
who is scheduled to arrive here
later today, had commented in
Rawalpindi.

The United Nations has estab-
lished a ‘six-plus-two group’ to try
to broker an end to the bitter war
in Afghanistan. The six countries
are Afghanistan’s neighbours —
Pakistan, Iran, China, Turkmenis-
tan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.
The two are the United States and
Russia.

With Pakistan being one of the
three countries to support Af-
ghanistan’s Taliban rulers, Mr.
Sattar is expected to be asked by

his Chinese counterpart, Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan on the develop-
ments in Kabul, diplomatic sourc-
es here said.

China has expressed its con-
cern about Islamic militancy in
Afghanistan and its suspected
links with an Islamic separatist
movement in its north-western
Xinjiang province.

Ms. Zhang pointed out that the
civil war in Afghanistan, going on
for more than 20 years, not only
made the people suffer a lot but
also brought a “negative influen-
ce’ to the peace and stability in
the region.

Taliban, which controls 90 per
cent of Afghanistan, has criticised
Vajpayee’s statement and ac-
cused him of “hatching conspir-
acies’ to destabilise the region. —
PTI

o
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“w''Taliban a threat to region: Masood .

BRUSSELS, APRIL 7. The Belgian
Foreign Minister, Mr. Louis Mi-
chel, pledged today to send more
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
and put pressure on Pakistan to
stop supporting the country’s
radical Taliban ruling movement,

“‘Pakistan has to be shown that
some of its views are wrong,” Mr,
Michel told a news conference af-
ter talks with Mr. Ahmad Shah
Masood, commander of the
armed resistance to the ruling Ta-
liban.

Mr. Masood accused Pakistan
of giving military aid to the Tali-
ban during a news conference in
Paris on Wednesday. Islamabad
has rejected the allegation.

Masood, who has spent the
past week meeting European
leaders to garner support for his
fight against the Taliban, reiterat-
ed his warning that Afghanistan
was only a point of departure for
the Taliban. “If we don’t stop this
group, not only will the people of
Afghanistan suffer, but also the
entire region,” he said.

Mr. Masood, whose visit to Eu-
rope has angered the Taliban, re-
newed his call for a ceasef;

cy to Afghanistan, grant women
the right to vote, respect human
rights, and fight drug trafficking,

The Taliban have drawn inter-
national condemnation for their
destruction of ancient Buddhist

The Belgian
with the

statues and for other policies such
as banning women from most ar-
eas of public life.

Mr. Michel said he would start a
dialogue with Pakistan to try to
get it to stop giving military sup-

eign Minister, Mr. Louis Michel (left),
anistan leader, Mr. Ahmed Sha Masood, in
Brussels on Saturday. — AP

THE HINDU
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port to the Taliban and sai Z]gi—
um would send aid for health,
education, agriculture, and wom-
en’s rights.

A foreign ministry spokesman
said Belgium, which already gives
Afghanistan aid through interna-
tional organisations such as the
United Nations High Commission
for Refugees, would decide on the
size and timing of the aid in com-
ing weeks.

The European Commission, the
executive arm of the European
Union, is preparing 13 million eu-
ros ($11.71 million) in new aid for
the country ravaged by war and
drought.

Dostum returns

A report from Kabul said Gen-
eral Abdur Rashid Dostum, a top
anti-Taliban warlord, returned to
Afghanistan on Friday after more
than two-and-a-half years of exile
and called for an end to fighting.

“I am going to announce my
position regarding the situation of
Afghanistan within a couple of
days,” Mr. Dostum told Reuters
by phone from Badakhshan, the

political heartland of the oppest?
tion forces, — Rckuuar\(
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A TajilSpecialist examines a statue of Buddha in a Dushanbe
museum. (Reuters)

Tajik Buddha
lesson to Taliban

(\ f K FROM SERGEI YAKOVLEV

Dushanbe (Tajikistan), April 3 (Reuters): Left it too late e the
world’s largest Buddha statues, blown up by Afghanistan’s ragical Is-
{amic Taliban militia last month?

Then head across the border to former Soviet Tajikistan, whexe the
world’s largest ceramic reclining Buddha goes on display this month, 37
years after its discovery. The colossal “Buddha in Nirvana”, 45 foot long
and nearly nine feet high, will be shown to the public for the first time
after decades of restoration, Viktor Pubovitsky, deputy head of the
Tajik institute of history, archaeology and ethnography, said. “There
are many standing and sitting Buddha statues, but of all the reclining !
Buddhas in the world, this one, found in Tajikistan, is the largest,” he
said. “We finished restoring this unique historical monument last au-
tumn and we plan to put it on general exhibition at the end of the
month.” )

Soviet archaeologists discovered the Buddha in Nirvana, dating
from the seventh century AD, buried in the ruins of the Adzhinatepe
Buddhist monastery in the south of this mountainous Central Asian re-
public in 1964. It took until 1968 to excavate the partly destroyed statue. It
was then cut into several pieces and transferred to Dushanbe, where,
says Dubovitsky, restoration work has continued “more or less inten-
sively” from that day to this. Apart from its sheer size, Dubovitsky said
the Tajik figure is important in that it proves Buddhism reached China
and Japan from India not by sea but through this part of Central Asia.

The ruling Taliban vowed today to punish anyone caught smuggling
remains of two giant Buddha statues, demolished last month in the face
of international protests and a global outcry. Taliban officials dismissed
media reports that truckloads of rubble from thg historic Bamiyan Bud-
dhas had been driven across the border into n bouring Pakistan and
was for sale in the city of Peshawar.
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KABUL, APRIL 3. Afghanistan’s rul-
ing Taliban today vowed to puni-
sh anyone caught smuggling

¢ remains of the two giant Buddha

statues, demolished last month
Taliban  officials  dismissed
media reports that truckloads of
rubble from the historic Bamiyan
Buddhas, which once towered 53
metres (175 feet) and 38 metres
(120 feet), had been driven across
the border into Pakistan and was
for sale in Peshawar. “We will se-
verely punish anybody trying to
smuggle or excavate relics from
Bamiyan and other parts of the
country,” the Information Minis-
ter, Mr. Qudratullah Jamal, told
reporters.  The Foreign Minis-
ter, Wakil Ahmad Muttawakil,

told Reuters that there had been
no smuggling. “The reports of the
debris smuggling and sale are to-
tally wrong. No one is allowed to
take a single piece out and noth-

ing has been sold,” he said. An-
tique dealers and smugglers in
Peshawar said they were not
aware of any new Afghan artefacts
- including pieces of the de-
stroyed Buddhas - being available
on the market.

Mr. Muttawakil said rubble
from the wrecked Bamiyan statu-
es was still piled up next to the
sandstone cliffs where the mas-
sive idols were hewn out around
1,500 years ago.

The Taliban's supreme leader,
Mullah Mohammad Omar, in

amlyan Buddha rubble w
?‘*" « 1ot for sale: Taliban 4 4

February decreed that statues
were un-Islamic and\ordered ev-
ery figure, including the Bamiyan
Buddhas and pricele§s relics in
Kabul's national museum, be de-
stroyed. “All statues have been
smashed and the final decision
about the destiny of the debris
will be taken by the information
ministry,” Mr. Muttawakil said.

Mr. Jamal said the movement
was mixing Bamiyan rubble with
soil and that the remains could no
longer be distinguished. *“The de-
bris has been thrown and mixed
up with other soils. We have
proved that we are iconoclast.
The statues have no value for us

and nor have we sold any pjeceof
them, he said. — ReW
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Afghan govit. ruf!e\s/oqt,
handing over Laden™ "’

ISLAMABAD: The Taliban ruled
- out any possibili-
ty of handing
4 over suspected
A terrorist Osama
Bin Laden to a
third country, ac-
cording to an
Urdu-language
: * .| newspaper re-
—— T port on Monday.
Osama Bin Laden “Delivering
Osama to a third country would
just pave the way for the U.S. to ar-
rest him and no one should expect
the Afghan government to do this,”
the newspaper quoted the Taliban’s
foreign ministry spokesman Faiz
Ahmed Faiz as saying.

There has been considerable
speculation in recent months that
the Taliban may be willing to hand
over Bin Laden to a third country if
he could be guaranteed a trial un-
der Islamic law. But according to
the Nawa-e- Waqt newspaper, there
is no chance of that-happening.
“Osama is a fahid who fought
ommunists to help the
nation,” Mr Faiz was quot-

ed as saying, referring to the 1979
invasion of Afghanistan by the for-
mer Soviet Union.

“Today Osama is in difficulty and
we have provided him with protec-
tion. He is our guest,” said Mr Faiz.
The Taliban spokesman also ac-
cused the western media of sensa-
tionalising Bin Laden and creating
a monster of him.

“Osama is not such an important
person as he as been portrayed by
the West. He could not hurt any-
body,” said Mr Faiz. The UN sanc-
tions have limited travel by Taliban
officials, frozen their assets over-
seas as well as those of Bin Laden.

Sanctions also have seriously re-
stricted the national airline, Ariana.
It cannot make international flights
and the UN sanctions committee
has not allowed the airline to ser-
vice those aircraft used for its do-
mestic routes.

The Taliban have warned that re-
fusal to allow Afghanistan maintain
its aircraft endangers the lives of
thousands of civilians, who travel
within the country on Ariana Air-
lines. (ap) —




" Bamiyan Buddha
fragments Wjnr sa

LONDON, APRIL 1. Relics of the

| 2000-year old Bamiyan Buddhas,
. blown up by Afghanistan’s

© Taliban rulers last month, are

! now on sale in Pakistan’s

frontier town of Peshawar.
At least ten truck loads of
pieces were driven into the

- tribal areas between Pakistan
© and Afghanistan last week and

dealers were being approached,

i the Sunday Telegraph said. One

of those contacted was Mr.

. George Bristow, a leading British

dealer in artefacts.
“They tell me that there are

; many recognisable pieces and

. together,”

that some can be put back

he told the paper.
“Some pieces are very much

smashed but there are many

still complete. The Taliban blew

. up the biggest statues to show
- the world it meant business but
. there were other pieces and they

are selling off the rest.”
Among the complete artefacts

. offered to Mr. Bristow was a

(Gandhara Buddha of almost

. human height in black schist

(crystalline rock) and parts of

© friezes. Describing the Buddhas
~ as “‘phenomenal,” Mr. Bristow

said he had contacted the
Victoria and Albert museum.
Dealing in this manner was

* like handling "‘a double- edged

sword... If you buy, you're

| supporting an organisation

which behaves in the most

. extreme fashion. But, on the
. other hand we should save these
i archaeological treasures,” he

said.
According to reports, traders

m Peshawar are ea er to atquire
bits of the Buddhas to sell to
tourists, believing that they
would be prized in the same
way as pieces of the Berlin Wall.

UNESCO sore N

A UNESCO spokesina
reacted to the report baying the
organisation would fréwn on
any museum paying the Taliban
for a relic of something it had
deliberately destroyed.

“The Taliban has committed a
crime against culture,” he said.

Sri Lankan medic
to buy relics

A Colombo report said
Medicina Alternativa, an
organisation that promotes and
develops alternative medicine, is
making an attempt to bring
some of the pieces of the
destroyed Buddhas to Sri Lanka.

Its head and naoted
acupuncturist, Prof. Anton
Jayasuriya, was quoted by the
Sunday Observer as saying that
he was greatly disturbed by the
destruction and wauld try to
convince the Taliban to allow
his organisation to collect some
of the pieces.

He had been informed by the
Afghanistan Medicina
Alternative group of an
appointment with the Taliban to
discuss the matter.

The Sri Lankan Gover
had already express
willingness to by the statues.
— PTI, UNI

ent
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By George Chakko

VIENNA, APRIL 1. The Afghanistan
Foreign Minister, Dr. Abdullah,
concluded his Vienna visit this
week rallying support from the
Austrian government and the
U.N. (UNDCP & INCB) for the Af-
ghan cause against the barbaric
acts of the Taliban which controls
over 60 per cent of the Afghan ter-
ritory.

Addressing a press conference,
he squarely blamed Pakistan for
being the source of all organised
barbarism meted out by the Tali-
ban, including the recent destruc-
tion of the Buddha statues. He
appealed to the world to wake up
from the post-Cold War nap and
actively seek a solution by putting
pressure on Pakistan, which is the
key to Taliban terrorism.

The Islamic State of Afghanis-
tan, under President Rabbani, has
launched a diplomatic offensive
to rally support from the E.U.
countries. After his stops in Paris
and Geneva (Human Rights ses-
sion), Dr. Abdullah made a third
stop here to plead for the Afghan
cause before proceeding to Tur-
key.

The Austrian Foreign Minister,
Ms. Benita Ferrero- Waldner,

spoke out for continuation of hu-
manitarian assistance. Without
the betterment of the humanitar-
ian situation, political progress is
hardly possible, she said. The
U.N. Under-Secretary General,
Dr. Pino Arlaachi, promised the
Afghan Foreign Minister UNDCP
support for alternative crops to
root out illicit opium production
{over 97 per cent of Afghan illicit
opium production lies in the Tali-
ban-held region).

Dr. Abdullah criticised the Pa-
kistan military government for its
involvement in Afghanistan’s in-
ternal affairs. He told The Hindu
that Pakistan was the key and
plaved a double-faceted game,
showing to the world the face of
helplessness, but simultaneously
engaging, designing and promot-
ing active military solutions for
the Taliban in order to profit mili-
tarily. “What the Taliban are do-
ing has nothing to do with Islam,
it is just a manifestation of their
barbaric nature”.

The danger of the Taliban fun-
damentalism spreading to Cen-
tral Asia and Russia lies in the
growing involvement of other ter-
rorist organisations, Arabs, North
Africans, Pakistanis, dissidents
from Uzbhekistan and China.

Aﬁf*gh’a/n leader blames Pak.
for Taliban ills

“We hav 3i50ners from Sink-
iang proviice of China, recruited
through the I8, trained in Pakis-
tan to fighi against us,” the Af-
ghan Foreign Minister said.

“Pressure §n Pakistan could be
key to any solution, without Pa-
kistan's support they cannot sus-
tain this campaign. If Pakistan is
not stopped, the situation could
aggravate. Even in Pakistan, the
terrorists fighting against us are
asking for the same changes in
the Pakistan society.

He said “‘Pakistan first support-
ed us against Russian interven-
tion. But now they use
Afghanistan as a backyard for re-
gional adventures, in Kashmir or
Central Asian Republics, what
they call to gain “strategic
depth”. By training people from
there, Pakistan is using terrorism
as an instrument of foreign pol-
icy. He pooh-poohed Gen. Mush-
arraf 's statement that he cannot
influence the Taliban.

The Foreign Minister was ap-
preciative of India’s support for
the Afghan cause.

He reiterated that Afghanistan
wanted a peaceful solution and
was willing to negotiate with the

moderate elements e Taliban
regime.
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MV[ullah Omar’s game plan

By T. Sreedhar

The process of polarisation of anti-Taliban sentiment
is now on in the international community. Everyone
accepts that there is an urgent need to stop the
cultural vandalism by people like Mullah Omar.

HE SUSPENSE over the future of

yan is all over now. On\March 11,

the Taliban leadership\informed
the rest of the world that its cadres had
completed the job. A Taliban sympathiser
even told me that Lord Buddha was
against idol worship; and the statues of
the Buddha first appeared some 500 years
after his death. The Taliban leader, Mul-
lah Omar, had in no way shown any disre-
spect to the Buddha by having the
Bamiyan statues destroyed, he said.

These arguments apart, now the question .

that arises is: what are the gains and loss-
es of the Taliban. especially of Mullah
Omar, by this action.

It is widely believed that Mullah Omar
issued his extraordinary fatwa on Febru-
ary 26 to destroy the statues more to si-
lence his critics in the higher echelons of
the Taliban. After the announcement of
the U.N. sanctions, life had become diffi-
cult in the Taliban-ruled Islamic Emirates
of Afghanistan. The moderates among the
Taliban wanted to overcome this isola-
tion by opening up a dialogue with the
West. This came into direct conflict with
Mullah Omar’s and his brother-in-law,
Osama bin Laden’s vision of the Islamic
world.

By this action, Mullah Omar silenced
opponents by reasserting his authority.
For the time being he appears to have
gained an edge over his rivals.

Whether Mullah Omar’s loyalists ex-
tend his fatwa to the neighbouring coun-
tries or not to consolidate this advantage
is to be seen. For now, at the popular
level, he emerges as a towering person-
ality in the Islamic world — a true Muslim
who would do anything to protect Islam.

Interestingly, a section of the intelli-
gentsia has started talking in terms of the
need to engage the Taliban rather than
isolate it. Comparisons have started of
how the Chinese destryetion of Buddhist
monasteries in Tibet iri the 1960s stopped
once they were engaged by the interna-
tional commurtity. The world will not
ing by imposing sanctions
ghanistan has already gone be-

low the subsistence level economies. In
the next few weeks, one can expect this
argument coming more into focus.

This clearly indicates that Mullah Omar
did succeed in making a dent in interna-
tional public opinion. If he makes his
moves cleverly, one can be reasonably
certain, the rationale of the U.N. sanc-
tions will come under some pressure.
One can expect Taliban sympathisers in
Pakistan taking a lead in this direction.

The Taliban’s neighbours, especially
the small Central Asian Republics, must
be getting frightened by the develop-
ments in Bamiyan. They are small and
cannot defend themselves independently
against any assault, with this new-found
confidence, by the Taliban. They may not
like to antagonise the fundamentalist
outfit by joining the Western chorus of
condemning it. Some of them may even
start a constructive engagement with the
Taliban.

These gains apart, the Taliban has also
lost substantially. Governments the world
over look upon its actions as against all
civilised behaviour. The contempt for the
Taliban now is much higher than at any
time in the past. Even if the outfit hands
over Osama bin Laden to the U.S. it may
not facilitate any rapprochement be-
tween the two in the immediate future.

This attitude by the West means less
flow of economic aid to tide over the im-
mediate crisis of food for the people of
Afghanistan. Taliban sympathisers such
as Pakistan are in no economic position
to meet the aid requirements of Afghan-
istan.

The West’s approach to the Taliban
could also pressure the Islamic world to
stop donations from faithfuls to the Tali-
ban’s cause. One can visualise remittanc-
es to the Taliban via Pakistan and the

UAE dwindling in the coming months.
Can Mullah Omar’s regime withstand
these pressures? One is not sure. The lo-
cal population may rise in revolt against
his leadership.

To accelerate Mullah Omar’s downfall,
if the West decides to take punitive action
directly or through Pakistan, like the
bombing of Kandahar, one may be wit-
nessing a repeat of the action against Mr.
Saddam Hussein, in Afghanistan. In such
a situation, Taliban sympathisers can do
little more than burn some flags and de-
stroy some property of the nation that
participated in such action.

One need not go that far to bring down
aregime in a land-locked country like Af-
ghanistan. If the Saudis are asked to stop
supplying petroleum and its by-products
at subsidised rates to Afghanistan, by
adding petroleum oil and lubricants to
the U.N. sanctions list, the Taliban will be
immobilised. In fact, at the time of pass-
ing of the U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1333 in December 2000, POL was
excluded more on humanitarian consid-
erations because of winter. Now if it is
added, the result of the forthcoming
spring/ summer battles between the Tali-
ban and Ahmed Shah Masood will go to
the latter’s advantage.

Thus, the process of polarisation of an-
ti-Taliban sentiment is now on in the in-
ternational community. What shape it
will take in the coming months is to be
seen. Everyone accefits that there is an
urgent need to stop this cultural vandal-
ism by people like Mullah Omar.

The balance sheet of Mullah Omar,
therefore, after the destruction of Lord
Buddha'’s statues by his fatwa is not good.
Can he cope with any punishment from
the international community and still
continue in power? It seems highly un-
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likely. His mentors-in the Pakistan armed
forces are themselves feeling embar-
rassed by his actions. The total silence
from the UAE, another country that rec-
ognised the Taliban regime and plays an
important role in life in the Islamic Emir-
ates, is also not encouraging for the Tali-
ban leader. Till now it operated through
the Organisation of Islamic Conference. If
these supporters of Afghanistan get into
action, either a revolt by the people or a
quiet replacement of Mullah Omar can be
expected.

At the same time Mullah Omar’s recent
announcement that the demolition of the
statues is a tribute to Islam made many
wonder.

From the way things are unfolding in
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, he seems
to have succeeded in outsmarting his crit-
ics. The Pakistanis have already started
arguing that it is due to the sanctions im-
posed by the U.N. that the Taliban has
resorted to this drastic action. Therefore,
there is an urgent need for a constructive
engagement with the outfit by the inter-
national community. Similar sentiments
have been expressed privately by the
UAE.

In these circumstances, the adding of
new items to the sanctions list seems un-
likely. In fact, it is being debated whether
the next adventure of the Taliban would
be more drastic than what it did in Bami-
yan. Does it mean the outfit would dem-
onstrate its acquisition of weapons of
mass destruction in the coming months
to fight U.N. sanctions? Such an acquisi-
tion of WMDs would deter its opponents
from taking any further drastic action like
in August 1998 when the United States
bombed the coast. The entire neighbour-
hood of Afghanistan, with the exception
of Pakistan, would be at a loss on how to
react to such an eventuality. Sensing such
a development some of the countries in
Central Asia have already opened lines of
communication with the Taliban.

(The writer is Senior Resear;

stitute for Defence St
New Delhi.) a
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Aaliban puts off journalists’

¥ T\Visit to Bamiyan

KABUL, MARCH 24. Afghanistan’s
ruling Taliban militia today post-
" poned a planned visit by foreign
media representatives to the cen-
tral Bamiyan province to see the
" debris of blasted Buddhist statu-
es.

Taliban officials said the post-
ponement was due to the “un-
safe” condition of the runway at
Bamivan airport.

The militia has scheduled and

postponed the visit several\times.
Today’s postponement came af-
ter details had been given by the
Taliban foreign ministry offidjals
for a trip by a chartered Ariana
airline plane.

The officials, however, kept the
hopes alive by saying they could
try to rent military helicopters or
arrange an overland trip, al-
though members of the media

were skeptical. — AFP :
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_Taliban destrgys Kamshka statue

TOKYO, MARCH 22. Afghamstané
Taliban rulers have smashed
one of a pair of world-
renowned statues of King
Kanishka, a Taliban Minister
said in an interview with a
Japanese daily published today.

The Taliban Minister of
Information and Culture,
Mawlawi Qudratullah Jamal,
told Mainichi Shimbun that the
statue of the King of the |
century Kushan dynasty had
been completely smashed.

The destruction began the
day after Taliban’s supreme
leader, Mulla Mohammad
Omar, issued a decree on
February 26, ordering
destruction of all statues in
Afghanistan including ancient
pre-Islamic figures.

Stones and hammers were

\
used to smash the statueylal?lal
said. The statue was found in
the country’s Surkh Kotal ruins.
The man-sized piece is thought
to form a pair with another
Kanishka statue discovered
near Mathura in India.

Mr, Haruki Yasuda, a curator
at Tokyo’s Nezu Museum
specialising in Afghan art
history said, “it is a very
precious piece symbolising the
portrait art of the Kushan
dynasty era.”

Kabul museum opened

Meanwhile, the Taliban
authorities threw open the
doors to the National Museum
in Kabul to show they had
destroyed all the statues that
once formed the heart of the
collection.
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l Museum /;f said about 40

statues hadlbeen destroyed
following anl order last month
by the Taliban leader, Mullah
Mohammad Omar. All had been
smashed inside the closed
museurn.

An hour-long opening of the
museum to reporters revealed
an empty space where a life-
size statue from the country’s
Buddhist period of 1,500 years
ago had stood when the
museum was opened for 24
hours last August.

A screen in another room
showed small birds — the
nearest thing to a violation of
the Taliban’s ban on portrayal
of animate objects — but the
head of each bird had been
carefully chiselled away. —

AFP, Reuters /
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 GELEBRATIONS AT ZWRAT--SAKHI SHRINE

Afghans brave Taliban
whips to mark New Year

~ \\
iy r
Kabul, March 21 X/X \

THOUSANDS OF residents of
Kabul marked the Afghan New
Year inn an ancient ceremony on
Wednesday, undeterred by the
whips of Taliban militiamen
who have tried to discourage
what they consider an un-Islam-
ic practice.

The focus of celebration —
and security — was the raising
of a religious standard at the
Ziarat-1-Sakhi shrine at the foot
of a rugged hill in southwest
Kabul. The shrine’s religious
traditions stretch back to
Islam’s early days, but the Tal-
iban, determined to createswhat
they see as the world’s purest
Islamic state, want to stamp out
the new year custom. This year
they relaxed their opposition
slightly.

Taliban militiamen armed
with weapons ranging from
whips to anti-aircraft guns
sealed off the shrine’s walled

NS

compound, letting in only a.few
hundred men. But people crowd-
ed the slopes above to catch a
glimpse of the ceremony. A 15-
metre (50 ft) metal pole, topped
with a silver spire and wrapped
in green cloth, was carried out
of the blue-domed shrine,
inserted into a marble stand and
raised into the clear sky, to the
accompaniment of shouts from
the hillside.

“The ease with which it, was
erected means this will be a very
good year,” said one pleased
onlooker, reciting the tradition
that the difficulty experienced
in raising the standard indicates
the outlook for the next 12
months. The ceremony is espe-
cially significant to Shi’ite Mus-
lims, while the Taliban who cap-
tured the capital in 1996 are pre-
dominantly adherents of the
religion’s Sunni branch.

The Taliban are the first
Afghan rulers to try to suppress
the New Year celebration, a pre-

Islamic practice called Naw
Rouz. Although organisations
like the United Nations gave
employees the day off, Taliban
government offices were open.
Taliban security forces beat peo-
ple back from the door to the
shrine compound and whipped
those who tried to jump from
walls on the hillside to get closer.

But restrictions were not so
tight as in the Taliban’s first
years in power, since they
allowed the raising of the stan-
dard for the second straight year
and permitted frenzied worship-
pers to kiss the pole, which last
year attracted beatings. -

The Taliban last month

" destroyed two colossal Buddha

statues that date back nearly
2,000 years, on orders from their
leader, Mullah Mohammad
Omar, who wants all the coun-
try’s statues reduced to rubble
as part of a drive to eliminate
non-Islamic objects or customs.
Reuters

=
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_Contact no

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ,{)”

WASHINGTON, MARCH 20. The Bush
administration has made it clear
that contacts between the Taliban
and “working level” officials of
the State Department did not
mean recognition of that outfit.

“The meetings don’t imply any
recognition of the Taliban. We
don’t recognise any government
in Afghanistan,”” said the spokes-
man, Mr. Richard Boucher. He
was commenting on the meeting
between an Envoy of the Taliban,
Mr. Ramatullah Hashemi, and of-
ficials at the State Department on
Monday.

Mr. Ramatullah who met offi-
cials at the Pakistan- Afghanistan-
Bangladesh and Counter Terror-
ism desk had apparently brought
a letter addressed to the Presi-
dent, Mr. George W Bush, calling

for improved relations and con-
tinued dialogue. “'...but it did not
contain any specific proposals for
addressing the international con-
cerns about terrorism and other
issues with Afghanistan — with
Taliban,” Mr. Boucher remarked.

The State Department again
told the Taliban on where the 1.S.
stood on different issues such as
terrorism, narcotics and human
rights; and stressed that Osama
bin Laden who is under indict-
ment must be brought to justice
and that the terrorist camps
should be shut down.

Mr. Boucher said Mr. Ramatul-
lah did not bring with him any
fresh proposal of the Taliban on
the trial of Osama bin Laden, or
any idea that would meet the re-
quirements of the United Nations
Resolutions.

The U.S. along with the rest of

THE HINDUL

2 1 MAR 2D

%recognition, Taliban told

the international community had
expressed its outrage at the de-
struction of the cultural heritage
of Afghanistan by the Taliban;
and on Monday Washington said
that it did not buy the explanation
of the Taliban that the blowing up
of the Buddha statues was done in
a pique of anger that a UNESCO
delegation would offer money to
preserve statues but by and large
the international community was
ignoring the plight of Afghan peo-

ple. (w
“We deﬁnit;z/)\i

't buy this
explanation. We and\others have
provided significant assistance...

The international community
has been quite ready and quite
willing and quite active in sup-

porting the needs of the Afghat
people.” said Mr. Boucher. /
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VTaliban edict bans Persiar/|
« New Year celebrations

KABUL: Afghanistan’s Taliban militia have banned Iranian New Year
celebrations and warned that those who mark the occasion will be
branded infidels, the official radio said on Tuesday.

Afghans should “hate” the Persian New Year (Nowroz), said Mo-
hammad Salim Haqgani, the acting minister for fostering virtue and
suppressing vice. YR A l;h e

“The celebration of Nowroz is linked to non\believers and the t
Prophet bas forbidden us from being similar to the non-believers,” Ra-
dio Shariat quoted him as saying.

“If during this day or in this respect somebody buys something which
he normally would not buy... in fact he becomes a kafir (non-believer).
Celebration of Nowroz is a vice. The public should stop marking it and
should hate it,” said Mr Haqqani, from the religious police department.
Afghans could only celebrate Islamic Eid festivals, he added. Nowroz,
which is celebrated in Iran with the spring equinox on Wednesday, was
part of neighbouring Afghanistan’s official calendar before the Taliban
took Kabul in 1996. The celebrations in Iran bave their roots in Zoroas-
trian tradition, from the monotheistic religion of old Persia, which has
survived in Iran despite the coming of Islam in the seventh century.

In Afghanistan, which has a large Persian-speaking minority, the T{ f
iban have also banned music, television, cinema, Western clothi d|:

hair styles to create their concept of a pure Islamic state. )




omething savage about man

n? was in London

recently, two news

items caught my eye

‘ which made me think
really hard.

The first was about the death of
several penguins in a zoo. Appar-
ently some drunks climbed over
the wall of a zoo and went to the
penguins’ cage and grabbed
some and clubbed them to death.
They also took % couple of pen-
guins and threw them in the
lions> cage. Zoo-keepers on
arrival next morning discovered
the scene of the carnage and were
shocked. They discovered the
dead penguins in the lions’ cage.
Apparently the lions did not eat
the penguins. They were found
frozen and died apparently from
fright and a heart attack.

I don’t know what emotions the

"poor penguins went through.
Even their fellow animals, the
lions did not, for whatever rea-
son, attack their beautiful animal
companions. For as we all know
penguins are lovely, kind animals
and harmless. To rip and tear
them apart and throw them in a

“lion’s cage is a beastly act. Per-
haps the animal instincts in these
men who caused their destruc-
tion reveal the savage nature of
man. I asked myself: are there
such humans who have reached
this level»of degradation? Even
caged and harmless animals are
not spared by them:

The second news item, and
which is now becoming a daily
feature in the British press and as
I gathered in all the Western
press, is the decision by the Tal-

BY KHALED A. AL MAEENA

iban government of Afghanistan
to destroy all ancient Buddhist
statues and archaeological sites.
Most are 5,000 years old. Some
are monuments carved high in
the mountains which precede the
reign of Chengiz Khan.

It is reported that the Taliban
have fired heavy guns and can-
nons at them. Already the media
there has expressed shock and

These monuments were'

parts of South East Asia. Writers
with anti-Muslim tendencies are
now sharpening their pens. The
ordmary person in the street will
: now get their message of venom.

similar to those of monu- | There will be protests, programs

ments in Petia, Jogdan, °
Abu Simbel in Egypt, the
Roman ruins in Carthage,
Mohenjo Daro ru%fs in

Pakistan. What if : j

these relics of the past
were systematically s
destroyed? The world
would have been By
culturally poorer. The =~
monuments which the
Taliban are destroying

~wilfully are classified as
| world heritage sn;es

horror at the destructlon of these
historical  sites ~ which the
UNESCO considers -a_part of
world heritage. e‘;
From Paris to Tokyo

and governments are now m

ing. The Japanese governmext
which is a friendly one to the Mus-
lims is uneasy. This government
has paid for the upkeep ain-
tenance of Islamic sites in, several

P enguins are lovely and harmless. To rip and tear them

apart and throw them in a lion’s cage is a beastly act.

Perhaps the animal instincts in these mgn who caused
their destruction reveal the savage nature of man
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. Isaw pictures of these monu-

and speeches about intolerance.

No differentiation will be made
between Taliban action and that
of other Muslims who practice

! and preach peace and tolerance.

There will be widespread
protests in South East Asia and

+,{ many innocent people will be

killed.

ments on television. They were

similar to these of monuments
in Petia, Jordan, Abu Simbel in
Egypt, the Roman ruins in
Carthage, Mohenjo Daro ruins in
Pakistan. What if these relics of
the past were systematically
destroyed? The world would
have been culturally poorer.

The monuments which the Ta}-
iban are destroying wilfully aré
classified as world heritage sites
and used to be visited by a large
number of tourists in times of
peace. They were a source of rev-
enue for the then Afghan govern-
ment. They were not places of
worship. What kind of thinking
has provoked their destruction? I
really don’t know. My sincere
advice to Taliban is that, instead
of committing such acts of a
destructive nature, they should
first destroy the poppy fields and
other drug-making facilities.

KHALED A. AL MAEENA is the
editor-in-chicf of Arab News _—~"
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ask Pak to

“vacate border posts

! Islamabad, March 17 (PTI): The
" Taliban has given an ultimatum
to Pakistan asking it to vacate two
border posts after Islamabad criti-
cised the Afghan regime for de-
stroying Buddha statues.

Commander of the Taliban
il Border Force Qari Muhmmad Is-
mail sent a letter to Pakistan’s
Khyber agency and Khyber Rifles
asking them to provide legal proof
that the border posts at Bara and
Ayub belonged to Pakistan, mili-
tary officials in Peshawar said last
night.

The Khyber Rifles patrols the
2000 km border between Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

Ismail warned of “dire conse-
quences” if the two posts were not
vacated. His letter followed bomb
explosions near the Pakistan con-
sulate in Afghanistan’s Jalalabad
city yesterday.

Reports from Peshawar said
! the blast took place at a madarsa

close to the Pakistani consulate.
However, it failed to cause any
damage, Taliban officials said.

Ismail’s letter followed sudden
border clashes two days ago. The
situation became tense when Tal-
iban soldiers obstructed Pakistan
border officials from removing
Taliban flags hoisted in what Pak-
istan officials claimed as their ter-
ritory.

During scuffles, Taliban sol-
diers tried to abduct some Pak-
istani border guards, but they
were overpowered and beaten
back.

Taliban flags were hoisted in
the hills at the Torkkam border
checkpost within few days after
Pakistan distanced itself from
Taliban’s decision to destroy the
Buddha statues.

As the pressure mounted on
Pakistan to intervene and stop it’s
ally from destroying the heritage
monuments, Pakistan’s military

e

regime hurriedly dispatched inte-
rior minister Moinuddin Haider
to urge Taliban supreme leader-
Mullah Mohammed Omar not to
destroy the statues.

As a result of the border clash-
es, the Torkkam post, through
which thousands of Afghan
refugees flowed into Pakistan,
was sealed. It was, however,
opened a day later after Taliban
officials apologised with an assur-
ance that such incidents would
not recur. However, Ismail’s letter
blamed the Khyber Rifles for the

tension at the border and warned |

that the Taliban would again hoist
flags at the same places.

“The occupation by Pakistan
border guards of Bara Frontier
and Ayub Post is illegal,” thg local
media quoted Ismail as saying in
his letter. He warned that ‘Pak-
istani forces should produce leg
documents to substantiate t
claim on these posts.

. el
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"Taliban statue demolition
ﬁves ally Pak Vulneraly

FROM JACK REDDEN ‘

Islamabad, March 16 (Reuters):
The Taliban’s systematic destruc-
tion of Afghanistan’s pre-Islamic
treasures has drawn unwelcome
attention to Pakistan, the hard-
line religious movement’s main

ally in an increasingly hostile

world.

Pakistan, which provides the
Taliban’s only access to the out-
side world and has the only em-
bassy in Kabul dealing with them,
tried to distance itself by joining
in the futile appeals to halt the
smashing of all statues.

But the way several countries
— 8ri Lanka’s Prime Minister
was in Pakistan this week — di-
rected their anger via Pakistan
underlined how closely the Tal-
iban-Pakistan links are perceived.

“Vulnerable is the word,”
Shaukat Qadir, vice-president of
the Islamabad Policy Research In-

stitute, said when asked where the
Taliban’s iconoclasm\ had left
Pakistan. For a country alarmed
by warming Indian-US\ties and
deeply dependent on fordign aid,
backing an Afghan group that has
been condemned by most of the
world is potentially very danger-
ous.

Diplomats noted that many of
the sanctions imposed on the
Taliban in January —restrictions
on their travel, closing of their
foreign offices, a ban on arms sup-
plies —— targeted Pakistan-Taliban
cooperation.

Pakistan had already angered
Washington by failing to press the
Tdliban to turn over Osama bin
Laden, the Saudi militant accused
of blowing up two US embassies.
The sanctions were a new attempt
to get hold of bin Laden.

Regardless, there is no sign
Pakistan has shifted its policy on
the Taliban. While it joined in

opposing destruction of the stat-
ues, Pakistan took days to make a
comment and sent its interior
minister to hold talks with Tal-
iban leader Mullah Mohammad
Omar only on the day UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan arrived
in Islamabad to discuss the issue.

“They are still not quite sure
they want to withdraw their sup-
port to the Taliban,” said Qadir,
whose institute is under an inde-
pendent board but is staffed with
former army officers like himself
and is given government funding.

The extent of Pakistan's in-
volvement in the creation of the
Taliban in 1994 and their subse-
quent capture of more than 90 per
cent of Afghanistan is not docu-
mented. Islamabad continues to
deny the assumption, heard in
and outside Pakistan, that its
army’s Inter-Services Intelligence
agency was and remains the
Taliban’s guiding force.
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“Weep for Afghanistan — sh

EVERAL THOUSAND vyears of hu-

man history and artistic achieve-

ments, 80 years of archaeological

excavations by European and Af-
ghan teams, are being destroyed in a mat-
ter of days. While the world looks on. It
was the same, not so long ago, when
thousands of Tibetan monasteries, repos-
itories of 1,300 years of an unique human
civilisation, were destroyed. Protests are
voiced, but those who voice them do not
have the power to stop the destruction.
While those who have the power keep si-
lent. Because Buddha statues are not rele-
vant to the big powers, or lucrative, in the
way oil and natural gas are. Where oil and
natural gas are threatened, reactions are
different.

The thundering silence of America at
the ongoing destruction in Afghanistan is
deafening, as the self-appointed keeper of
world morality. Maybe because, in this
instance, to be vocal would be a threat to
the piping of Central Asian gas through
Afghanistan? Pakistan is no problem, a
long standing American satellite, and if
there are pacific relations with Afghan-
istan {Osama bin Laden notwithstand-
ing), the piping of Central Asian gas via
Afghanistan and Pakistan to the ‘warm
waters’ for transport westward, becomes
practicable. Quite simple really.

The nexus between America, sources
for oil/gas, and the ambivalent attitudes
of America to Islamic countries (as major
suppliers of oil and gas), are the only real-
ities which have any relevance. Mr. Sad-
dam Hussein has to move one toe
towards Kuwait and America bombs Iraq
out of existence. Korea or Libya need take
one step towards making bombs and they
are threatened with bombardment.

Bombs, oil, gas, lucre — these are what
‘makes the world go round’. Not Buddha
images. Who cares for Buddha images ex-
cept for a minute population of Buddhists
(without clout, except Japan), a handful
of archaeologists, historians, art histori-
ans around the world and the very few
who have a love and wonderment for the
artistic creations of mankind over the
centuries. This is hardly a powerful
group. In the world today, the only coun-
try with power is America, which has both
bombs and money. It needs supplies of

By Lolita Nehru
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Those who have the power keep silent. Buddha statues
are not relevant to the big powers, or lucrative,
in the way oil and natural gas are.

oil and gas, so it keeps pacific relations
with all who can cater to this need. Even
when they destroy Buddha images. If it
were not a symbol of western civilisation,
America could stand by and watch the
Acropolis burn in Athens. Greece has no
oil or gas to offer.

Why is America silent? Offers made by
the Metropolitan Museum to buy the
Buddha images are not the same thing.
Why does America not threaten to bomb
Afghanistan, as it did Korea and Libya?
Why are no U.N. forces, surrogates of
America, being ordered into Afghanistan?
Why not even a limp, pious statement of
protest? The answers are simple and cyn-
ical. Buddha images are not important to
America. The cultural history of a people
matters little, and can be trashed without
a tear. To destroy the history and culture
of a people is to destroy the people them-
selves. It is tantamount to genocide. But it
will not be seen in these terms, because
what are being destroyed are supposed to
be mere inanimate idols. But are they in-
animate? I weep for Afghanistan, for the
sterile barrenness to which the country is
being reduced, its past uprooted, mutilat-
ed, ground down to rubble, killed. [ weep
with impotent frustration at the cynical
reality which governs the world, the finest
outpouring of man in art and cultural ex-
pressions invariably sacrificed at the
golden altar of human greed and thirst for
power. They do not stand a chance. Any
more than mute animals or the natural
environment.

What is being destroyed in Afghanistan
is much more than Buddha images. For
millennia, because of its geographical sit-
uation, this region has been a major his-
torical and cultural crossroads. In
successive periods, people from all parts
of the ancient world passed through or
settled in Afghanistan — Achaemenid
Persians, Parthians and Sassanians from
western Iran, Hellenistic Greeks and Ro-
mans from the eastern Mediterranean,
nomadic tribes from the Eurasian

steppes, merchants and Buddhist monks
from India and China. The intermixtures
of cultures gave birth to new ideas and
forms, which in turn were transmitted
outward. Afghanistan, or ancient Bactria,
was a cultural melting pot which holds
many vital keys for understanding the
history and art not just of Afghanistan,
but also of neighbouring regions — Iran,
the five Central Asian Republics, Chinese

- Central Asia (Xinjiang) and India. The de-

struction of Afghanistan’s heritage does
not affect Afghanistan alone.

The discovery of the Hellenistic Greek
city of Ai Khanum, in northeastern Af-
ghanistan, established in the last quarter
of the 4th century BC, provided a key for
understanding the seminal role played by
the Greek kingdom of Bactria in the diffu-
sion of Hellenism in the east. Ai Khanum
opened up a new perspective on the Hel-
lenism of Buddhist sculptures from an-
cient Gandhara (northwestern Pakistan,
1st to 5th century AD), and by extension
the impact of Gandhara on contemporary
Buddhist art in Mathura and Andhra.

Equally invaluable historical evidence
existed in the 20,000 gold objects from
Tillya Tepe, in northwestern Afghanistan,
1st century BC/1st century AD, probably
the gravesite of the early Kushanas before
they came to India.

Ai Khanum and Tillya Tepe are but two
random examples. Systematic excava-
tions in Afghanistan commenced with the
establishment of a French archaeological
mission in Kabul in 1922, followed by
missions from other European countries.
The wealth of excavated material over the
years was housed in thie Kabul Museum,
the principal treasure house of Afghan-
istan’s history and culture. The wonderful
objects from Ai Khanum were displayed
in a large hall on the first floor of the Ka-
bul Museum, the gold from Tillya Tepe
stored in six safes in the basement. The
Kabul Museum, ever since the Taliban
came into power, is no more than a shell,
its precious objects destroyed, vandalised
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or sold|into markets in Pakistan. Nothing
is known about the fate of the finds from
Ai Khatum or Tillya Tepe.

Nor {s anything known about the ex-
quisite coloured glass from the eastern
Mediterranean or fragments of Chinese
lacquerware. Superbly carved ivories,
probably from India, have surfaced in
Peshawar bazaars. The rich testimony for
the important role of Afghanistan in the
mercantile traffic in luxury goods be-
tween Rome, India and China, between
1st to 5th century AD, lie scattered or de-
stroyed. The list is endless. Buddhist
sculptures of this period, from numerous
sites in Afghanistan, in stone, terracotta,
stucco and clay, filled many large rooms
in the Kabul Museum. This was because
of the expansion of Buddhism outside In-
dia into Central Asia and China, from 1st
century AD onward. Afghanistan was a
major centre of Buddhism from 1st to
6th-7th century AD, where new sects of
Buddhism emerged, to be transmitted to
Xinjiang. The Buddha images at Bamiyan
are {(were?) the most dramatic examples
of the Buddhist past of Afghanistan, the
inspirationﬁ)ehind the colossal images in
Xinjiang and China.

The invaluable key which Afghanistan
holds for understanding Buddhism and
Buddhist art in India, Central Asia and
China is being systematically destroyed
by the Taliban. This is not the first time in
history that Buddhism, ironically the
most pacific of world religions, is being
viciously targeted. This does not make the
present mad and senseless action of the
Taliban any less abominable and heart-
rending. The pious statements of India
and Pakistan have little meaning. It is
common knowledge that the Taliban is
the creation of Pakistan, while the RSS, to
which the Indian Prime Minister belongs,
has a list, Babri Masjid apart, of 2000
mosques in India awaiting destruction
because there are supposed to be temples
beneath. The RSS/BJP/Sangh Parivar are
the flip side of the same coin as the Tali-
ban. Their statements count for nothing.
They share the same unholy madness in
the name of religion.

(The writer is Professor of History of Art,
National Museum Institute, New Delhi.)
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ESPECTED MULLAH Saheb! As-
salamo Alaikum. I know you will
not like this Islamic greeting
which means peace and security
for everyone. You as Head of the Taliban
of Afghanistan and a great Mullah are out
to teach a lesson to all infidels. How could
one talk of peace and security in such an
age of all kinds of infidels roaming
around in Afghanistan! You must be
pained by the kind of world reactions or
over-reactions to your latest fatwa to
obliterate a few idols in Afghanistan
where you have already razed more than
600 mosques and turned into rubble
more than 20 cities (perhaps all belonging
to infidels!). You must also be perturbed
by the hue and cry over the destruction of
a few hill-tops and stones when you and
your committed Taliban did not hesitate
to finish off more than three million Af-
ghans, men, women and children, and
maim another two million (of course, all
infidels again!) in less than a decade.
Great Chief, you must also be feeling
bad that some commentators are target-
ing you and your holy crusaders for in-
dulging in medieval vandalism, when, in
fact, you are committed to a kind of civ-
ilisational cleansing which has no paral-
lels in the known history of humankind.
In ancient, medieval and modern times
we had barbarians who brought death
and destruction to people and objects
which belonged to the realm of aliens.
However, Exalted Mullah, the Taliban un-
der your leadership represent an excep-
tional case in history, destroying its own
civilisation that too in toto. No one should
accuse you of being sectarian or narrow-
minded. You are not blasting only what
the world believes to be a magnificent
cultural heritage of Buddhist civilisation;
you have also turned the great land of
Afghanistan into rubble and converted
the energetic, beautiful and sturdy Af-
ghans into beggars and orphans. Thus
equating your kind of religious/cultural
cleansing to medieval vandalism does not
do justice to your kind of heroics.
Great Defender of the Faith, you must
also prove the pseudo- Muslims wrong
when they talk of the medieval age as a

n op

, literature and other creative
activities. Ypu must come out with more
religious dedrees to censure all references
of tolerance in the life of Prophet Mo-
hammed. The tribe of pseudo-Muslims
keeps telling us stories like the one in
which the Prophet was invited to a non-
Muslim’s house and when time for na-
maaz came, he came out of the house to
say prayers. This pained the host as he
thought that the Prophet did not find the
place good enough to say prayers. The
Prophet explained that he did not pray in
the house so that some day some fanatic
Muslim might not claim it as a holy place
of Islam arguing that he had prayed there.
Another story is that the Kaaba, the holi-
est place of Islam, existed as a holy place
before the arrival of Islam too. All such
information and incidents of co-existence
must be kept under wraps. The Muslim

Respected Mullah Sir, you should rest
assured that at present you are the lead-
ers in this great task of demolition of civ-
ilisations. We have always been grateful
to the greatest democracy of the world,
the U.S,, and its intelligence agency, the
CIA, which leave no stone unturned in
making this world secure for democracy
and their small-time fixers such as Pakis-
tan (not in their good books at present)
for making you appear on the world
scene. Their concoction of narcotics and
religion, in your case Islam, has done
wonders, first, to fill the coffers of the
western arms suppliers and, second, se-
cure Afghanistan for you. You should not
get too agitated over criticism that the
acts of destroying statues of great histor-
ical and artistic importance are, “barbaric
and anti- civilisational”. Thanks to our
above godfathers every country and every
corner of the world has its own Taliban.

With one master stroke you have changed the whole
agenda. Now no one is talking about jobs, food,
health and shelter in Afghanistan.

-

———————

Ummah or community should not be
weakened by the circulation of such sto-
ries. Muslims must be forced to learn that
any kind of tolerance or co-existence is
sheer weakness.

Your Highness, we feel that only the
destruction of statues of the Buddha (like
the ones at Bamiyan) will not erase evil
history. You have rightly declared that,
“‘Afghan history was secondary to the his-
tory of Islam”. In order to accomplish this
task fully, you may please also ban all lan-
guages of Afghanistan as pre-Islamic peo-
ple might have been speaking some or all
of these. Moreover, we beg you to imme-
diately issue a fatwa asking all Afghans to
disown their forefathers who lived in the
pre-Islamic period.

Sir, once the idols have been turned
into sand you must also order the blasting
of the Hindukush range of mountains in
Afghanistan as the infidels had used these
mountains too.

Moreover, we want to stress that our
country requires your urgent help to
boost this industry here. Despite demoli-
tion of the Babri mosque and burning of
missionaries such as Graham Staines and
support of the state to organisations like
your own, our Taliban have little public
support. But we hope, with a little help
from you, they too can reap the harvest.
In this regard, we welcome the statement
of your spokesperson in the U.S. that the
statues in Afghanistan were being de-
stroyed in retpliation for the demolition
of the Babri mosque in 1992. It is a great
development to be welcomed. The cul-
tural demolition squads of our two coun-
tries must work in tandem and help each
other to grow. In fact, the demolition
plans of the Taliban of Afghanistan vis-a-
vis the Buddhist heritage, Sir, have reju-
venated different outfits of the RSS here.
They have already declared their inten-
tions of destroying a few more religious

en letter to Mullah Omar

By Shamsul Islam

“w

places of Muslims. This is a healthy devel-
opment. Please keep it up. Congratula-
tions for the news that Sri Lanka which
has no history of Muslim- Buddhist clash-
es is soon going to have these. Thus Sri
Lanka becomes the newest beneficiary of
your wisdom. Amen!

Great Crusader of the Faith, we want to
congratulate you for being a great politic-
ian with a perfect sense of time. It has
generally been believed that mullahs
know nothing of worldly affairs. The ene-
mies of the Taliban regime of Afghanistan
had been criticising your leadership
(which was unfortunately believed by a
substantial section of the Afghan popula-
tion) for destroying the whole of Afghan-
istan and turning the population into
beggars. With one master stroke (your
fatwa for immediate destruction of the
Buddhist heritage), your Exalted Self has
changed the whole agenda. Now no one
is talking of small and mean things such
as,jobs, food, health and shelter in Af-
ghanistan. (Great Mullah, please do tell
us whether you run some coaching class-
es for imparting this kind of strategy. In
our country, we find dedicated followers
of your wisdom resurrecting the Ram
Temple agenda whenever elections are
due.) Islam must be saved and that can be
done only by destroying a few evil objects
of the remote past. You should not fall
into the trap of the enemies of Islam by
entering into any kind of debate on why
suddenly these statues have become dan-
gerous. Such debate is bound to divert
your holy attention from the real task of
destroying the idols in order to save the
Faith.

Mullah Omar, we do not want to take
more of your time as we know that you
are absolutely busy in dictating more fat-
was for cleansing Afghanistan of its dirt
and dust. We envy you as you have to take
care of the non-living only as the living
have already gone to Paradise courtesy
the Taliban regime. Keep this up. Khuda
Hafiz!

(The writer is Reader, Departmegnt” of
Political Science, Delhi Uniye/rsiuya)wr
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m now,, Tahban expels 'BBC

REUTERS
KABUL, MARCH 14

" HE ruling ’lhliban expelled the
British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion from Afghamstan on
Wednesday for transmitting
criticism of the group’s destruction of all
ancient statues, including two of the
Bamiyan Buddhas. While much of the
country'spre-Islamicheritage hasbeen de-
sm:yed,'lhli:anoﬂicialsoontinuedtooffer
.conflicting versions on the Buddhas,
Afg!mntansmostfamousarchaeolog:cal :

APakstan—basedAfghannewssemoe
quoted Information Minister Qudratullah
Jarnal as saying no trace of the Buddhas re-
mamedwhile Forexgn Minister Wakil Ah-

0\

mad Mutta i told reporters in Kabul
the demolition cotinued.

“The destructidn of the two statues has
been completed. The work was completed
last evening and now there is no trace of the
two statues there,” the Afghan Islamic
Press quoted the Tiliban information min-
ister assaying.

Butshortly afterwards Muttawakil told
anews conference in the capital that work
was continuing on Wednesday to eradicate

the Buddhas, which towered 53 metresand.

38 metres and were hewn into a cliff about
1,500years ago.

The Taliban, which hasvowed to elimi-
nate all Afghanistan’s historic statues on
the grounids they are heathen idols, were
angered by an interview with a US professor
broadcast on Tuesday evening by the BBC.

After the broadcast which described the
destruction as barbaric; the Taliban issued
an order on Wednesday for the BBC to
close its Kabul office and withdraw its cor-
respondent, Kate Clark, within 24 hours.
Clark was packing and planned to leave

* for Islamabad on

Thursday morning,

InPans,antorGenera]ofthe ‘
United Nations Cultural Agency, UN- |
ESCO, shocked by the recent dstmcnon
of statues in Afghanistan, on Tuesday de-
manded new international laws to punish
cultural vandatism. Koichiro Matsuura
told reporters that UNESCO 3
powerless to stop Afgha

NDIAN cXxprEE

15 MAR 2001
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Afghanistan decided som\e time

around February 9 to destroy the
cave statues of Lord Buddha at Bamiyan
dating back to the third and fifth century
AD. It was also decided simultaneously
by the Taliban to destroy all statues and
Buddhist relics at Bamiyan and else-
where in Afghanistan.

Mullah Mohammad Omar. self-styled
‘Amir-ul-Momineen’ (chief of the faith-
ful) of Afghanistan, issued a fatwa saying
that the destruction of these Buddhist
relics is imperative to uphold the purity
of Islam and the Islamic character of the
Talibanist State of Afghanistan.

The statues of Lord Buddha which are
in a standing posture rise to a height of
nearly 200 feet each. They have been
carved in stone on the mountain site at
Bamiyan by Buddhist monks and arti-
sans during the Kushan and Saka
empires. These statues were the culmi-
nating manifestation of the perfection of
Gandhara art. Their destruction com-
menced around February 25. This act of
barbaric vandalism can be compared
with the burning and destruction of
icons of militant Christians in the Mid-
dle Ages, the burning down of the library
in Alexandria, and the destruction of
Byzantine Constantinople.

The world took immediate critical
notice of the Taliban fatwa in mid-Febru-
ary. I represented India at a Unesco-spon-
sored conference in Paris on March 2, in
which representatives of member-coun-
tries jointly appealed to the Taliban to
repeal the decision. The Director Gener-
al of Unesco appointed a former French
ambassador to Pakistan, Pierre Lafrance,
as a special envoy to proceed to Pakistan
— and if possible to Afghanistan — to
persuade the Taliban leadership to desist
from the vandalism.

The Unesco conference at Paris unani-
mously declared that the Bamiyan stat-
ues of Buddha were a part of humanity’s
civilisational heritage and that there
should be concerted international action
to prevent their destruction. The German
foreign minister suggested that the UN
Security Council should take note of this
development and decide on preventive
action. Practically all governments,
except that of Pakistan, were critical of
the decision taken by the Taliban.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
strongly condemned the decision; the
Indian Parliament passed a resolution in
the same tone; Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh, while describing the decision as a
barbaric act, offered to tranhsport the stat-
ues and all other artefacts to India and to
preserve them for their ultimate return
to Afghanistan when that country has a
stable and civilised government. The
Metropolitan Mwséum of Art in New
York made an offer to the Taliban to buy
the statues and other artefacts.

A group of eminent Indian Muslim
intellectuals signed a joint appeal criti-

Stone deaf

By J.N. Dixir

IDOL TALK: Taliban militiamen at Bamiyan before the destruction of the Buddha statues

cising the destruction of the statues and
asking the Taliban to desist from carry-
ing out their operational decision. Iran,
Turkey and the central Asian countries
(all of them Islamic nations) have been
critical of the development.

International outcry and appeals, how-
ever, have not made any impact on the
Taliban. Mullah Omar and his Informa-
tion Minister Jamil have been categorical
in asserting that the decision will not
only be implemented in relation to the
Bamiyan Buddhas, but will extend to all
statues and artefacts of the pre-Islamic
period of Afghan history.

Sculptures, artefacts and carvings of
the Gandhara period had survived the
more than 1,000-year Muslim rule in
Afghanistan — till now. The museums at
Bamiyan, Kabul and Hadda near Jalal-
abad contained the largest collection of
exquisite sculptures and carvings of the
Gandhara School, a result of the aesthet-
ic synergy of Greek and Indian civilisa-
tions dating back to the times of Alexan-
der, Selukas and Chandragupta Maurya.

Their systematic destruction com-
menced as the Taliban gained ascendan-
cy in Afghanistan from 1996 onwards.
The open air museum of Gandhara art
forms at Hadda near Jalalabad was

~destroyed by gunfire of the Taliban.

‘One speculates why the Taliban has
adopted this approach and, more impor-
tantly, given such wide publicity to their
decision. There are many reasons: First,
the Taliban’s narrow, irrational and
wrong interpretation of Islam and their

fascist fervour about their interpretation
of the Muslim faith. The decision signals
that Afghanistan under them would be an
authoritarian and bigotedly orthodox
Islamic country.

Second, this is the Taliban’s response
to the Security Council resolution impos-
ing sanctions on them for supporting
international terrorism. The destruction
of the Bamiyan Biddhas is a calculated
gesture of defiance against the interna-
tional community.

Third, there is a pernicious economic
objective. Broken parts of the statues are
still valuable historical artefacts. These
can be smuggled and sold to interested
purchasers which will augment the
income of the Taliban (which is already
dependent for its finances on the produc-
tion of opium and its conversion to hard
drugs). The refusal of the Taliban leader-
ship to accept offers for these statues and
sculptures is simply an eyewash.

Mullah Omar’s assessment that the
international community will not do any-
thing more than cosmetic punitive action
seems to be correct. The Unesco has
passed resolutions and its director gener-
al has sent a critical communication
to the Taliban. Various governments
have condemned the destruction at
Bamiyan, but not one has suggested
any concrete punitive action against the
Taliban so far.

The Organisation of Islamic Countries
has not even made a collective statement
against the destruction of the statues.
This is even after the director general of

e Taliban expected the world to do nothing after the Bamiyan destruction. They were right

Unesco requested OIC countries to exer-
cise pressure on the Taliban. A specula-
tive comparison of the Bamiyan destruc-
tion would be if the Egyptian govern-
ment starts destroying the monuments at
Luxor, or if the Israeli government
begins destroying the Al Agsa mosque.

One wonders why the Security Council
could not meet in an emergency session
between February 14 and 28 and decide
on restrictive military action in the
Bamiyan area. If a no-flight zone can be
declared in Iraq, and if Sudan and south-
ern Afghanistan can be suggested for
missile strikes after the bombing of
American embassies, and if Libya could
be bombed earlier, why didn’t the Council
take any action against the Taliban?

The answer is simple. No tangible
strategic or economic interests of any of
the important powers are threatened by
the destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas.
One also discerned a cynical undercur-
rent in the discussion at Unesco. There
were sp&a t the conference who said
that the Taliban after all was acting in
h.ormity with their declared policies
and their religious faith. They are going
to control Afghanistan. So, practical wis-
dom lies in engaging them constructively.

There was not much anxiety, but a
desire to get these artefacts to the West.
One could not but conclude that what the
colonial powers did in taking away all the
treasures from Asian and African coun-
tries at gunpoint during the 18th and 19th
centuries was sought to be repeated
under the camouflage of an international
humanitarian rescue operation.

While offering to purchase them, there
was no suggestion that these would be
returned to Afghanistan when it came
back to normalcy. Also, 90 per cent of the
available sculptures and artefacts of
Afghanistan have already been smuggled
away from the country during the 22-year
long violent civil war engineered by for-
eign powers. It should also have occurred
to the Taliban that they have deprived
Afghanistan of being an attractive place
for tourism by destroying these most
valuable and ancient assets.

There was an argument among some
Indian commentators that India could
not take a strong stand on the issue
because India was guilty of destroying
the Babri mosque. Two points have to be
made in response to this: One, that two
wrongs do not make a right; two, that
Indian public opinion was self-critical of
that act of wanton religious violence. The
latter is not the case with the Taliban.

The people of Afghanistan are mute
witnesses to the rampage against human-
ity’s and Afghanistan’s historical her-
itage. A senior Buddhist monk whom I
met in Paris speculated that destroying
the Bamiyan Buddhas will bring upon
them divine retribution. The destruction
may ensure the ultimate defeat of the
Taliban. One hopes that this speculation
would become a reality.
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The Buddha smiles in Afghanistan

no - !

HE BRUTAL attack by the Taliban

on the historic statues of Gautama

Buddha in Afghanistan is condem-

nable. The Buddha established a
great liberative philosophy as far back as
the 6th century BC and he himself was
never for worshiping idols. The Buddha,
who stood for non-violence, simply smiles
at such acts. The attacks on his statues,
hopefully, would bring back the teachings
of the Buddha into a fresh global dis-
course. The first major anti-idol worship
preacher in the world was Isaiah of Israel
(around 850 BC) and the second was the
Buddha himself. The third was Jesus and
the fourth was Muhammad, with whose
preachings Islam came to be established.

All over Asia, Buddha statues were
carved out in caves and viharas not for
worship but as historical symbols around
which his preachings were carried to the
illiterate masses. When Buddhism began
to spread during the regime of Ashoka,
there was no book-based spiritual wor-
ship. This became popular only after the

le was consgructed as a spiritual text.
he Bible was‘woven into one book put-
ting together several historical events that
occurred in and around Israel over a peri-
od of centuries before and after the birth of
Christ. Unlike the Bible, the Koran is a text
narrated by Muhammad as the word of
Allah. The Muslims became more book-
centered than even Christians who have a
tradition of installing statues of Christ and
Mary in the churches. The ignorance of the
Taliban about history is amazing. They
think that all statues in the world were
made only to be used as idols for worship.
That is not at all true.

The statues of the Buddha are respected
in all parts of the world going beyond the
boundaries of religion. He has become the
most respectable historical symbol of clas-
sical civilisation and culture. In the spiritu-
al realm he is a precursor of Christ and
Muhammad and in the philosophical
realm he is the precursor of Socrates, Plato
and Confucius. In the spiritual realm he is
the ancient bridge between tribal tote-
mism and organised religion and in the
political realm a bridge between tribal re-
publicanism and Aristotelian petity. He is
the builder of egalitarian (§dngha) society.
The Taliban should Jerow that his image
and preachings dofiot confine to the pre-

E\

By Kancha Ilaiah

The Taliban and the RSS/VHP have proved to be
operating from the same ground of ignorance of the
difference between faith and history, between a historical
monument and a mosque or a statue.

sent Buddhist religion nor to Indian or
Asian boundaries. His is the great legacy of
non-violence.

Statues such as those in the Bamiyan
region of Afghanistan have acquired the
status of historical monuments as they
were carved out about 2,000 years ago. Is-
lam has a tradition of establishing monu-
ments by constructing mosques and
palaces or structures such as the Taj Mahal
or the Charminar. When the RSS pulled
down the Babri Masjid, which had ac-
quired the status of a historical monu-
ment, the whole world condemned it. Now
a similar vandalism is being indulged in by
the Taliban. Religious bigots, whether Is-
lamic or Hindu, should know the value of
historical monuments? A historical monu-
ment is a symbol of civilisation but not a
representative of a particular religion.

It appears that all religious fundamen-
talists do not have any concept of history.
They do not seem to understand the fact
that history is different from belief. Assum-
ing that Babar did not know history and
destroyed a Ram temple (if one existed
there), we must understand him because
there was no notion of monument at that
time. But Mr. L. K. Advani is supposed to
know the difference between a monument
and a mosque, as he is a modern man. If
Mohammed Ghazni did not know history
and destroyed Somnath we should under-
stand it, but Mullah Mohammed Omar not
knowing history is inexcusable, Medieval-
ity and modernity get differentiated pri-
marily with the knowledge of hjstory. In
history, a written document or text after 30
years acquires the status of public docu-
ment and hence it becomes archival mate-
rial. Similarly a structure that survives a
hundred years and more acquires the sta-
tus of a monument. The Taliban and the
RSS/VHP have proved to be operating
from the same ground of ignorance of the
difference between faith and history, be-
tween a historical monument and a
mosque or a statue,

The attack on the statues of such a great

historical (not mythological) figure such as
the Buddha would have two implications
for the world. One, Buddhism, which is the
biggest religion in the world, may turn an-
ti-Islamic. Hitherto non-existing tensions
between Buddhism and Islam may a2et
formed. Second, Buddhism, which never
was a communal religion, might take a
communal posture. Bigotic acts of a small
communal sect within any religion posits
that entire religion in a negative light be-
fore the global community. When the Ba-
bri Masjid was destroyed by the RSS/VHP
operating from within Hinduism, it put the
entire religion to test. The present act of
the Taliban will put the entire Islam also to
test. The political mileage gained out of
such destruction is a momentary one,

The people of the world in the context of
globalisation has a choice between secu-
larist modernity and anti-developmental
fundamentalist medievality. It is a situa-
tion of a war of nerves, not only in India
but at the global level, between secularism
and communalism. The West, which has
evolved a secular modernist development
process, living within the broad contours
of religion, is advancing very fast. The East,
particularly the subcontinent, is likely to
get caught in the vortex of fundamentalist
wars, which hamper all development. The
destruction of the Babri Masjid and the
Buddha statues are cases in point.

Islam which brought about several re-
forms in human life, particularly in its first
500 years, will move backwards if it allows
Taliban-like forces to emerge. The Taliban
should know that Asia became a continent
of great religions because of the initial
steps of the Buddha. Islam owes the Budd-
ha as much as Hindui$m and Christianity
do him.

The Shahi Imam of the Jama Masjid,
Syed Ahmed Bukhari, very surprisingly
supported the Taliban attack on the Bud
has in Afghanistan. He did so in the 3
that it was a retaliatory act agai
Hindu communal agenda being

Hindutva forces in India. Such g wrong un-

T,;

derstanding is rooted in the fact that
Buddhism is being projected by the
Hindutva forces as part of Hinduism. Un-
fortunately, for many*Muslim scholars In-
dian history starts only with the
establishment of Muslim kingdoms. For
them, pre-Islamic India is mono-Hinduis-
tic. In fact, it is the Muslim writers who
named India Hindustan. They never un-
derstood that Brahminic Hinduism and
Buddhism were two major contending re-
ligions before the Muslim kingdoms were
established in India. One version is that
the attacks of Hinduism against Buddhism

¥

weakened Buddhism before Islam took -

shape in India. There is a serious conten-
tion of many historians that many Hindu
temples (which have by now become
monuments in their own historical right)
are restructured Buddha-Jain viharas.

Ambedkar, who revived Buddhism and
transformed it in India into a religion of
Dalits, had held both Brahminic-Hindus
and bigoted Muslims responsible for the
elimination of Buddhism from India. The
Taliban does not seem to realise that
Buddhism today is a religion of the poorest
of the poor in India. The RSS/VHP do not
treat the Buddha with the same spiritual
reverence a5 they treat a mythological fig-
ure like Rama. For example, the Hindut-
vawadis will not accept - that all
non-Muslims, non-Christians, non- Sikhs
and non-Parsees should be declared
Buddhists but not Hindus. Such a proposal
does not go against the Indian nation-
hood, as the Buddha is the greatest ancient
Indian, who is not a mythological figure
like Rama. Yet the Buddha would not be
acceptable to them. Such is the difference
between Hinduism and Buddhism. How
and why should the Buddha become a re-
taliatory target of the Taliban?

Afghanistan has been suffering from Ta-
liban fundamentalism for quite some time.
It could never show the signs of a mature
nation. No nation can enter into a path of
development if it does not produce think-
ers who can understand the positive link-
a of the ancient past and modern
ationhood. The Buddha statues are a
great heritage of all modern people of the
world. The Taliban must preserve them
with respect. Let the Muslim world inter-
vene and stop such vandalism in the in-
terests of global peace.
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By Jal Taraporevalagé
MUMBALI: The supreme leader of
the Taliban in Afghanistan, Mulla
Mohammad Omar, has again stated
that external pressure will not un-
dermine the ideological commit-
ment of the government in any way.
This assertion. coming as it does
soon after the regime launched a
campaign to destroy Buddhist stat-
ues, scarcely augurs well for the
prospects of stability in the country.

The leadership of the Taliban
seems to have calculated that it
does not have much more to lose
were it to continue to pursue its do-
mestic agenda in the way it thinks
fit in view of its international isola-
tion. Moreover, recent events ap-
pear to suggest that the hardliners
in the Taliban have further consoli-
dated their position vis-a-vis the
relative moderates.

Given the mounting internation-
al criticism against the Taliban and
the Umted Natlons arms embargo

Taliban has little to lose in\ y/

mestic agenda

which is now in force against the
Afghan government, the opposi-
tion Northern Alliance could well
be encouraged to try and launch a
significant military offensive once
the spring season sets in. It is, how-
ever, debatable as to how effective
such an offensive would be.

After all, the military balance is
heavily tilted in favour of the Tal-
iban, both in terms of ammunition

== NEWS ANALYSIS =

and territorial possession. The only
region where the opposition holds
the edge is in the north-eastern part
of the country around the Panjshir
Valley, which is under the control of
forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Mas-
sood.

The UN arms embargo against
the Taliban notwithstanding, it is
likely that the Afghan government
will not find it too difficult to pur-
chase additional stocks of weapons.
This is because the Security Coun-
cil has not provided for anv ma-

chinery to monitor the embargo. In
any case, Pakistan is against the
santtions and its rugged and moun-
tainous border with Afghanistan
provides an ideal route for the ille-
gal supply of weapons. The effec-
tiveness of the Northern Alliance
has also been reduced as a result of
the lack of real unity in its ranks,
not least the differences between
the Tajiks and Uzbeks.

The continuing effects of drought
in the country, the increasing inter-
national isolation of the regime and
the diversion of a substantial
amount of resources to the military
sector have exacerbated the prob-
lems on the economic front. This

factor, coupled with widespread
concern about the possibility of an

outbreak of large-scale fighting in
Afghanistan in the near future,
could result in a growing inflow of
refugees into Iran and Pakistan
where more than four million
Afghans are curr?dfa?loused in
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for Bamiyan's

refugees in stone’,

there is no escape route in sight

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service *)

KABUL: The Taliban’s order to destroy all statues
from Afghanistan’s pre-Islamic past, including the
two Bamiyan Buddhas, has left people here appalled.
Except for Taliban leaders and cadres, not a single
Afghan that this correspondent met supported the
militia’s decision. ~1 had read about Atilla burning
libraries but is there any parallel to this
madness?” asked the owner of a drug
store in northern Kabul. “Gear box :
kharab hai.” a taxi driver said pointing |
to his head, explaining the Taliban’s
decision. At the Torkham border check-
post with Pakistan, where thousands of
Afghan refugees arrive everyday, a :
Kabul-based trader used a poignant |
metaphor to describe the statues’ plight.
“Look at all these people,” he said,
“Afghanistan has become a country of |
refugees. Had the Buddhas not been
made of stone, they would also have §
become mohajirs.”

Most Afghans reject the suggestion
that the destruction of ancient statues has Koramc
sanction. One shopkeeper in downtown Kabul
claimed that Hazrat Usman and Hazrat Ali had
passed by Bamiyan during their travels but did not
feel the need to destroy the statues. “When they were
happy to leave the Buddhas alone, who is the Taliban
to say they must be destroyed?” he said.

“The Buddhas are part of the sarmaya (wealth) of

STILL IN STONE AGE

the Afghan nation,” a butcher in Kabul said. “Ho \L
the future of Islam affected by these pieces of stone?”
One man who had lived for 15 years in Pakistan’s
Kohat as a refugee said, “We feel very sad. But we can
do nothing about it.” Tugging forlornly on his beard,
he added, “When I am not even free to shave, what
can 1 do for the Buddhas?”

Till today, there has been no credible eyewitness
account of the statues’ fate. Journalists
R are not being allowed in and Bamiyan
" town is said to be deserted because of
| the recent fighting between the Taliban
. and the Hizb-e-Wahadat. Even the
Taliban has been giving conflicting
1 accounts: some suggest the destruction
has already been done, others say it was
suspended for the Eid holidays but
would be completed soon. Either way, it
is clear that the statues’ days are num-
bered.

On Saturday, Mullah Mohammed
' Omar, Amir-ul-Momineen (Commander
- of the Faithful) and head of the Taliban’s

T Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA),
rejected an appeal from Pakistan’s interior minister
Moinuddin Haider. IEA foreign minister Abdul
Walal Motawakil, considered a moderate, said his
government rejected a “compromise” suggestion that
a wall be built in front of the Buddhas to block them
from view. “We have the money to build a wall or
even to take care of the statues. But this is not about
money. The statues have to be destroyed.”




N\

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 11. The Afghan-
istan Foreign Minister, Mr. Wakil
Ahmad Mutawakkil, today reject-
ed an appeal by the United Na-
tions Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, to halt the destruction of
the pre-Islamic artefacts in Af-

ghanistan and conveyed to him in
unambiguous terms that the Tali-
ban was determined to destroy ail
artifacts including the two giant
Buddha statues which it consid-
ers as ‘anti-Islamic’.

At a meeting with Mr. Annan
here, the Taliban Minister argued
that there was neither logic or re-
ligious basis for the appeals made
from ail over the world for revers-
al of the edict on destruction of
the artefacts. The half-an-hour
meeting with the U.N. Secretary
General took place at the behest
of Taliban militia.

Though the Taliban Minister
sought to characterise the en-
counter with Mr. Annan as ‘com-
paratively better’ there was no
meeting point between the U.N.
Secretary General and Mr. Muk-
takkil.

The Minister complained that
the humz&tari,an assistance be-

No reI|g|ous ba3|s for appeals:

By B. Muralidhar Reddy XA\) /'

N. agencies for
the affected pe ple in Afghanis-
tan was 'too liftle and too late’
and blamed the\U.N. for the set-
back in the effolts at reconcilia-
tion with the opposition.

The only issue on which he
sounded a little optimistic was re-
lated to Osama bin Laden, dis-
sident Saudi billionaire. He said
the Taliban was hopeful that with
a new administration at the helm
of affairs in Washington, a solu-
tion would emerge on the issue.
At the same time he said no new
proposal came up in the course of
his meeting with the U.N. Secre-
tary General on the subject.

The Minister said it would be a
matter of days if not weeks before
the relics including the Buddha
statues were razed to the ground.
He said the operation was taking
time as they were ‘tough’. When a
reporter remarked that he had
never seen a Taliban Minister be-
ing so happy and asked if it was
the response of the regime to the
irritation from the entire world,
the Minister remarked that “‘don't
forget we recently celebrated Bak-
rid”.

Addressing a crowded news
conference at the Taliban Embas-

sy, Mr. Muttawakkil left no one in

doubt that his interaction with
Mr. Annan had not helped in fur-
thering either the agenda of the
international community or the
Taliban in Afghanistan.

The large number of national
and international media person-
nel who had gathered at the Tali-
ban Embassy had to wait for more
than one-and-a-half hours after
Mr. Muktawakkil had finished his
meeting with Mr. Annan. The ex-
planation was the Minister had
rushed to meet the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
immediately after his encounter
with the U.N. Secretary General.
Mr. Muktawakkil blamed the in-
ternational community for the
‘excessive exaggeration’ of the ed-
it issued by Muilah Omar on de-
struction of the historic artifacts.
He wondered why there was such
a hue and cry over destruction of
monuments that were no longer
worshipped.

Stating that the Taliban had no
intention to hurt the sentiments
of any one in the world, the Min-
ister maintained that the Afghans
would have been better off if they
were Christians before the advent
of Islam in Afghanistan on the

m

Taliban

plea that Christianity was a ‘more
just religion’.

The Minister said unlike in
places like India where wor-
shipped monuments like the Ba-
bri Masjid were demolished, the
Taliban had only undertaken de-
struction of relics that were no
longer worshipped. “The interna-
tional community is unnecessary-
ily getting worked up. 1t should
not forget our decision on control
of narcotics”.

The Minister categorically ruled
out shifting or sale of the relics to
any other part of the country on
the plea that the decree of Mullah
Omar sought their destruction.
Asked why the press and public
were being kept out of the demo-
fition operation, the Minister said
they would be allowed to visit the
sites once the operation was com-
plete.

In response to a question, he
said the Taliban did not expect
the edict to affect international
humanitarian assistance and as-
serted that destruction of the rel-
ics was purely an internal affair of
Afghanistan. Muslim countries
were making an appeal for a re-
view of the decision under pres-
sure from non-Muslim countries.
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RESTORATION CHANGED BAMIYAN

or Rakhaldas Sengupta, it was a plain

case of heartbreak. Back in the sixties,

as the leader of a team from the Archaeo-

logical Survey of India (ASI), he was in

charge of an arduous restoration project

of the two giant Buddha statues of Bamiyan in

. Afghanistan. A project that took nine years of his

life. Life then was driving along the dusty road

. from Kabul to Bamiyan on a Land Rover, staying

in a hilltop prison converted into a hotel, working

with convicts doubling up as free labour and

dreaming of the restored images all night. The Bud-
dhas were the bookmark of Sengupta’s life.

But after the Taliban’s assault on the twin stat-
ues last week, what remains for Sengupta are a
melange of snapshots, a little rough on the edges
and turning yellow with time. And a treasure trove
of memories that the passage of years has failed to
corrode. Sengupta, now 75, remembers Bamiyan
like yesterday.

“] was awestruck when I first saw the Bud-
dhas,” he says, sitting in his spacious New Delhi
residence. “I thought, oh God, where have I landed
myself.”

1t all started after Humayun Kabir, then union
minister of seientific subjects and culture, visited
Afghanistan in 1963. Kabul asked the minister for
help to restore the images which were disintegrat-
ing with every passing season. India agreed to co-
operate and Sengupta was asked by Amalananda
Ghosh, then director-general, ASI, if he would be
interested in taking up the restoration project.

Sengupta was in two minds about taking up the
offer. The enormity of the project and the difficult

‘topography were daunting. Nine foreign archaeo-
logical missions had already backed out. “The DG
asked me to think twice before agreeing to the job.
'There were two sides to the coin. We would have
been vulnerable to criticism if we failed in our en-
deavour. On the other hand, success meant a posi-
tive image for the institution as well as for the
country,” says Sengupta, then posted as Chief Ar-
chaeological Engineer. Sengupta had worked on
restoration projects involving sculptures as a spe-
cial officer for Ellora Caves (1956-61), but none of
such magnitude. The Bamiyan Buddhas were an
-entirely different kettle of fish. The Big Buddha
‘was an astounding 55 metres high, the fourth
tallest Buddha statue in the world. Situated a kilo-
‘metre away, the Small Buddha was 38 metres high.
The location, the climatic conditions, the materials
used — everything was different.

But high on enthusiasm and spurred on by the
‘excitement of doing something big, Sengupta ac-

~ quiesced. He had one condition though: a free hand
1in selecting his team. “I wanted people who would
‘obey me and translate my idea into practice,” he
explains.

It was only when he first saw the Yoék-cut stat-
ues, with their beautiful murals, that the sheer
scale and vastness of the project dawned on him. “1
had not anticipated such a huge and complicated
task. But having said yes, I couldn’t go back on my
word. It was obvious that implementing the project
would mean a tremendous amount of work and

.skill,” says Sengupta.

Worse, Bamiyan was a small village having
"long lost its days of ancient glory. Located about
250 kilometres north-west of Kabul, it nestled be-
tween the snow-peaked mountain ranges of the
Hindu Kush and Koh-i-baba. The altitude was
about 2,850 metres. On the ancient Silk Route con-
necting western Asia and India, Bamiyan had also
been a camping place for caravans. In the course of
time, it developed into a major centre of Buddhism.

The precise date of the Bamiyan Buddha colossi
and the identity of their sponsors is still a matter of
debate. Dates vary from third to sixth century AD.
It is certain though that the site was visited by the
Chinese traveller Huen Tsang in the seventh cen-
tury and the Korean monk Hue Chao in the eighth.
“But it seemed to have fallen into disrepair from
the ninth century onwards,” says Sengupta.

Man and nature conspired towards the slow,
and inevitable, destruction of the colossi. Medieval
emperor Genghis Khan burnt a portion of its wood-
an armature. Its broken legs were allegedly the

andiwork of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. There

-ere modern vandals as well. “When we went up to

»an the painting, we discovered gunshots and ar-
vheads beneath the plasters,” recalls Sengupta.

The Hindu Kush area was also vulnerable to

hquakes. A major one in the early years of the
sentury created a huge crack in the Small Bud-
3ut the chief mischief maker was rather un-
.water. For six months, the mountain peaks

\

\/

Rakhaldas Sengupta gave nine years of his life to
restoring the Bamiyan Buddhas, now being
targeted by the Taliban. Avijit Ghosh reports

UNDER SIEGE: An Afghan soldier stands near the Blind Buddhas of Bamiyan

of Bamiyan were covered with snow. According o
Sengupta, when the snow melted, the wat&r rushed
down in a torrent causing cuts in the cliff. Due to
this, some of the painted figures had either disap-

. peared or were badly damaged.

The task of putting it all back together was gar-
gantuan. More so because Bamiyan was in the mid-
dle of nowhere. To buy anything, the ASI team had
to drive back to Kabul and there was no guarantee
it would be found there either. Which meant that
they had to get it from India. The whole project,
therefore, required careful planning, an uncanny

_ ability to foresee what would be required and to
procure it accordingly. For instance, the chemicals
needed for restoration work were first shipped to
Karachi from India. From there they were taken to
Kabul before they finally reached Bamiyan.

Sengupta and his team finally began restora-
tion work in 1969. The years in between were spent
scouting for UNESCO funds which never materi-
alised. Finally, India and Afghanistan decided to
share the cost. The hosts were to provide residen-
tial accommodation, transport, labour and all in-
digenous materials. India had to take care of the ex-

1

pertise and other materials not available locally.
The overall cost came to about Rs 20 lakh.

The prestigious project saw Sengupta divide his
time between New Delhi, Kabul and Bamiyan. At
the site, work began as early as 8.30 am. The labour-
ers, mostly convicts supplied by the governor,
worked under the supervision of armed guards.

Whenever in Bamiyan, Sengupta would visit
the site by 9.30 am and supervise work till 1 pm. He
would return to the small hotel for lunch, usually
consisting of half a naan (“we used the other halfas
a napkin after the meal”), vegetables, curd and the
occasional chicken. Around 2.30 pm, he would go
back to the site again and work till 6 pm. In the pre-
TV era, the 16-member strong ASI team would
spend their evenings playing cards and listening to
the transistor. And they would eagerly await visit-
ing Indian families, mostly Sikh traders who had
settled centuries ago in Kabul and occasionally vis-
ited the place as tourists. “We had a standing in-
struction that any such family would have to share
ameal with us,” says Sengupta.

The long work hours notwithstanding, the pro-
ject went on for nine long years. Primarily because
the biting winter and heavy snowfall stopped work
for six months. “We worked from April to Septem-
ber. There was no restoration work for six months
— from October to March. The chowkidars looked
after the monuments during the intervening peri-
od,” says Sengupta.

Work in Bamiyan was.not restricted to plan-
ning out a step-by-step restoration. It also meant
looking into matters of administration, cutting
through red tape and getting things done — no
mean task when it involved two governments.

It was also about fighting mischievous Pak-
istani propaganda. A booklet circulated in
Bamiyan alleged that Indians were using UNESCO
money for the project. That they were attending to
Buddhist monuments only because they were Hin-
dus. To counter this, Sengupta also distributed
pamphlets providing a clear and accurate picture.
“That ended the propaganda,” he says.

The team leader went on a secular offensive
when he was requested by a minister in Mo-
hammed Daud’s regime to restore a 15th century
Timurid mosque, Khwaza Pasha. The mosque, dec-
orated with coloured tiles, was falling apart. “I
shifted two engineers there and we stopped further
damage,” Sengupta says. The project was complet-
ed in two years and the mosque was in use again.

1t was a different Afghanistan those days. There
were no signs of militancy, and Islamic resurgence
was a distant drum. “The statues were not wor-
shipped, but the locals took a lot of pride in them,”

Sengupta reminisces. w

As work progressed in Bam1yan the chan!
the Buddha statues were apparent. Gradually, the
cracks became less apparent. As an insurance
against tremors, belts of iron bars were installed
around the separated chunks of rocks.

The new face of the Buddha also created a new
Bamiyan. What was once a sleepy village of farm-
ers playing host to the odd, accidental tourist, sud-
denly became a tourism hotspot. Hotels and restau-
rants sprung up. With increasing employment op-
portunities, many who had left the town came
back. A hundred and twenty tents, earlier used by
nomads, were now spread out to accommodate the
increasing flow of tourists.

The new Bamiyan had something for every-
body. Hippies stayed .in rundown homes. Rich
tourists came: by&rland from as far as Iraq and Iran
in double-decker buses. Pilgrims from Japan and
Korea flew to Kabul. The bumpy journey by road
was soon replaced by a commercial air taxi ser-
vice. A Canadian Otter aircraft took 25 minutes to
take tourists from Kabul to Bamiyan. The Buddha
images had transformed the village, prov1d1ng afil-
lip to its econamic growth.

When the project was ﬁnally completed, Sen-
gupta says he was filled with a sense of relief and
pride. “We earned a lot of prestige outside India,”
says the conservator who was born in Noakhali,
now ngladesh, but migrated to India during
the Partition. But the statues had extracted their
pound of flesh, Imlnedlately after the completion of
the project in 1977, Sehgupta suffered a massive
heart attack — a fallout of severe stress that jug-
gling the faraway a551gmnent brought. He never
went back to Bamiyan.

. After all these years, Padma Shree Rakhaldas
Sengupta cannot comprehend why the Taliban has
dealt such a barbarous blow to the Buddhas, which
had brought pride and prosperity to Bamiyan. And
this time, he knows, they cannot be restored.



Taliban urged to halt vandalism

India offers to preseme Buddha relics at UN session

United Natlons March 10
THE UNITED Nations General
. Assembly has urged Taliban to
take-immediate action to prevent
destruction of historic monu-
ments in Afghanistan, even as
New Delhi expressed willingness

to arrange for the transfer of

artefacts to India where they
would be preserved for all
mankind.

In a non-binding resolution,
sponsored by over 100 nations
and approved by consensus yes-
terday, the general assembly
urged the Taliban to take imme-
diate action to prevent further
destruction of the unique relics
and other monuments.

Participating in the discussion
on the resolution introduced by
Germany, Indian ambassador to
the UN Kamalesh Sharma told

the assembly that the relics could
be shifted to India in the full
knowledge and clear understand-
ing that they are in the first place
and above all, treasures of the
Afghan people themselves.

Condemning the destruction
of statues and relics, Sharma
said Taliban’s decision “demon-
strates, yet again, that destruc-
ton is the Taliban’s only creed. It
has destroyed ethnic harmony in
Afghanistan; it has strangled the
desire of

Afghan girls and women for
education; and it had ruthlessly
trampled upon the human rights
of Afghans”.

He said despite protests,
appeals and international out-
rage, the Taliban is bent upon
committing “a grievous mis-
deed, indeed, a sacrilege to
humanity, to the civilizational

and cultutal inheritance of all
mankind, by starting to destroy
the incomparable and unique
statues of Buddha at Bamiyan,
celebrated over almost two mil-
lennia”

The UN general assembly
adopted a resolution on Friday
urging Afghanistan’s ruling Tal-
iban militia to halt the destruc-
tion of statues and non-Islamic
shrines.

The text was adopted by con-
sensus after a debate in which
countries housing some of the
world’s greatest archaeological
treasures, such as Cambodia,

Egypt, Guatemala and India, con- .

demned Taliban’s attack.

The assembly said it was
“deeply concerned and appalled
by the Taliban edict of February
26, 2001, ordering destruction of
all statues and non-Islamic

shrines in Afghanistan.”

The destruction of two colos-
sal sandstone statues of Buddha
near Bamiyan in central
Afghanistan “would be an
irreparable loss for humanity as
a whole,” the assembly observed.

The resolution reminded the
Taliban of its “previous commit-
ments to protect Afghanistan’s
cultural heritage from all acts ot
vandalism, damage and theft.” It
called upon member states to
help safeguard the sculptures
“including, if necessary, their
temporary relocation or removal
from public view.”

Meanwhile, a top official of
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
said on Saturday he would meet
U.N. Secretary-General Koti
Annan this weekend for talks
regarding Buddha statues.

Agencies
e ~



_Bomb arding at Bamiyan

Fear as the Other Face of Terror

/ @
W
HE devastation of history as
seen in the Taliban's systematic
destruction of the Buddhas at
Bamiyan in Afghanistan should
have been expected. After all, this
is not some revisionist group or
radical fundamentalist gang out to
stamp its own special terrorist im-
primatur on our times. The motive
is deeper and therefore, culturally
and philosophically. a greater
assault on the truth.

The outrage at Bamiyan is not an
assertion of Islamic purity but
should be seen for what it truly rep-
resents; an unmitigated fear of fac-
ing up to the past. of a refusal to ac-
knowledge that past as part of a na-
tional history and identity.

What future awaits a nation so
fearful of its past? It is not as if his-
tory began with one messiah and
there was nothing before him. This
1s a fact accepted by religions and
religious leaders across the world.
The fear of the past makes men

(and women) do strange~ and.

seemingly illogical things. But
let us, for a moment, look at what
the Taliban and its shadowy leader-
ship were seeking to establish
through the murders of two great
unarmed, peaceful religious figures
at Bamivan.

There are those who say that the
Taliban govern by terror, that in
their age and their land, women
cannot walk about unveiled, that
men cannot trium their beards, that
prayer {ive times a day is a must for
every citizen. This is the obvious.
What we can only guess at is the vi-
olence with which such edicts are
tmplemented. The decadence of
the outside world is attacked. But
what of the fear and frustration
that the thought police bring to the
streets. into homes, offices and
schools. Their job is to harm those
who may be straying from the nar-
row Talibanistic path. This is not
neccessarily the right path, no mat-
ter how strongly they may declare
their religiosity.

Thus, to see the destruction of
the Buddhas as an statement of in-
tolerance or fanaticism is to miss
the point. [t 1s a decision taken out
of fear. No matter how angrily the
Taliban may deny this or however
they may seck to justify the act, we
should remind ourselves that the
other face of terror is fear. In this
case, it is fear of the knowledge that
the history of Afghanistan is
greater than its Islamic existence.
In most socintioe Ve
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sense of history, this reality would
be accepted and people would
ove on. Bamiyan and Kabul as
ell as other Afghan towns were
on the Great Silk Route which
brought ideas, trade, cultures and
conquerors to a region stretching
from Europe through Central
Asia and India to China. This is a
part of the history of the world and
those who seek to deny this are
diminishing their own countries
and societies.

The Taliban wishes to assert that
what Bamiyan does not represent
is its past. Perhaps it is right. After
all, it did not exist at the time.
But the Bamiyan rock cuts are a
majestic, indivisible part of the
region which bombs and bluster
cannot destroy.

One wonders what are the
thoughts of those who have awak-
ened to the sight of the Buddhas
over the centuries? Are they happy
that these gentle giants, who sought

IN BRIEF

* The destruction at Bamiyan
is fuelled by fear

+ The Taliban must remember
that it is easier to destroy
than to build

¢ |t has failed 1o give the
Afghans the basics of
development

no harm to others and only
their good, have been blasted to
bits in the face of a worldwide
outery seeking their safety? Did
they see this as a loss of something
that had been an integral part of
their lives, of their waking, sleeping,
living and dying?

If the bombings were not bad
enough, there are worrying reports
about the treatment of religious
minorities in the country. Hindus
and Sikhs have reportedly been or-
dered to wear patches of yellow on
their clothes to show their religious
affiliation; their homes are also to
be painted with yellow. An Afghan
minister sought to impress the
world media by keeping up a bar-
rage of words about how the stat-
ues were being brought down. In
his haste, he let slip a great truth,
which the Taliban would do well to
remember: It is easier to destroy
than to build.

The bombings at Bamiyan need

PHE Tu...S OF (NDIR

My

just a repudiation of the past but a
concern about what may yet be.
One is not talking in terms of new
faiths taking over there. But is
there a fear among the rulers of to-
day that the gentleness of tolerance
will overcome the violence of
terror and hate?

It is a fact that men and women
of other religious and philosophical
persuasions walked the ancient
roads and valleys of Afghanistan,
at a time when it was divided into
many conflicting tribes and com-
munities.. The fierce loyalties in-
spired by tribal codes are leg-
endary. They persist to this day.
making any effort at governance
near impossible.

It is now over a decade since the
last of the Soviet troops left the
Central Asian country. In this peri-
od, there has been a singular faifure
to forge an Afghan identity accept-
able to all groups. This is connected
to the failure to form an adminis-
tration that can bring peace and the
basics of development such as
drinking water, power, roads —
forget about equality and justice. It
is a tragedy of inestimable propor-
tions that sees over a million
Afghans, a sizable proportion of
the national population, still living
in refugee camps in Pakistan.

Surely, the camp people have a
right to return to their homeland.
Yet, they remain reluctant to go
back until so long as terror and
fear, those inseparable twins, stalk
Afghanistan long after liberation
from the imperialist.

The Taliban may have destroyed
the Buddhas. But what have they
built in their rule? It is worth re-
flecting here on Babur, the first
Mughal emperor, who is buried on
the outskirts of Kabul.

Babur is as much a part of the
history of India as he is of
Afghanistan, Samarkhand and
Farghana. There are those who rail
against him and his invasion of In-
dia in 1526. But few would contest
that his victory over Ibrahim Lodi
at Panipat was one of the decisive
moments in Indian, nay Asian,
history. The BJP and its cohorts
would do well to rein in their
extreme elements in the following
days. We cannot allow a replication
either of Bamiyan here or of
the destruction of the Babri Masjid
or any harm to the Muslim
community.

A nation that denies ity past
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The Taliban are not Muslims. They are simply mad, bad and dangerous ’

Devils citing the scripture

By SYED SHAHABUDDIN

rox
Wy o

THE DELIBERATE destruction of a

priceless cultural heritage by the

Taliban regime in Afghanistan is
nothing short of cultural genocide and a
crime against humanity Words are not
adequate to express the horror of this
reversion to barbarian vandalism in the
21st century. To deplore the act or con-
demn its perpetrators is not enough. The
Taliban regime has by this monstrous
act put itself outside the pale of civilisa-
tion. It has forfeited its place in the com-
munity of nations.

What is more horrifying is that it has
tried to justify its deed in the name of
Islam. Even in the days when nation-
States did not exist and there were no
international boundaries, when the
armies of Islam emerging from the Arab
peninsula defeated the mighty Roman
and Sassanian empires, overran Egypt,
Syria, Iraq and Iran and established
Muslim dominance from the Atlantic to
central Asia, they did not touch ancient
monuments.

The Pharaonic monuments in Egypt,

the Greek and Roman monuments in
Syria, Turkey, Tunisia, Algeria and
Spain, the Babylonian monuments in
Iraq, the Persepolis in Iran and, until
now, the Bamiyan Buddhas in
Afghanistan, all stand as lasting testimo-
ny to Islamic tolerance. Indeed, the Islam-
ic armies were instructed to respect the
faith of the people of other religions and
not to touch their places of worship.

The theological point is that these
monuments and statues were not idols as
they were not being worshipped. Also the
Taliban leadership is perhaps not aware
of the fact that unless an idol is perfect
in form, it cannot be worshipped. Even
slight mutilations make it unfit for wor-
ship. So there was no possibility of the
religious relics — either inside museums
or outside — which have all been affected
by the passage of time, to be ever wor-
shipped. So why are they being smashed
all over Afghanistan?

Can the Taliban quote any mandate
from the Holy Quran to justify what they
have done in Afghanistan?

A true Muslim sees history as a mani-
festation of Allah’s will. He accepts it and
does not seek to rewrite it. People of dif-
ferent races, languages and religion rise
and fall, play their part on the stage
of history and disappear, leaving some
relics behind. A Muslim does not try to
obliterate these relics. He understands
that worldly power is a gift of Allah. He
bestows it upon whomsoever He wills and
takes it away whenever He wills. In His
wisdom Allah created a multi-religious
world and gave man free will to profess
the religion of his choice.

Allah commander\/lyslims to respect
the right of non-Muslimsto have faiths of
their own and not to exercise coercion on
matters of faith. Allah commands Mus-

BARBERISM: An offending fringe is forcibly clipped at a Taliban militia checkpoint

lims not to revile the gods of other reli-
gions and to argue with non-Muslims in
matters of faith in a courteous manner.

So the action of the Taliban regime
is blatantly un-Islamic. But it has put
the credibility of Islam and Muslims into
question.

Much is made of the temples destroyed
in India by Muslim invaders. But modern
research establishes that destruction of
temples was a fall-out of politics. Those
associated with the ruling dynasties or
with rebellion against the Muslim State
faced destruction. There was no govern-
ment destruction of places of worship of
the non-Muslims. Indeed, the Muslim
State in India guaranteed their security
and bestowed jagirs and grants for their
maintenance.

Can the Taliban regime explain why
Mahamud Ghaznavi — who hailed from
Ghazna in Afghanistan and attacked and
looted the Somnath temple twice —
spared the Bamiyan Buddhas which were
not far from his capital?

Can the Taliban regime understand
that emperor Aurangzeb, who is eulo-
gised for establishing the first and the
last Islamic State in India based on the
Shariat, did not touch the Ajanta and the
Ellora caves, which were almost next to
his military camp in the Deccan during
the last 20 years of his life?

Can the Taliban overlook the fact that
their immediate Muslim neighbours —
who also claim to be Islamic States —

Iran and Pakistan, have condemned its
cultural carnage, apart from condemna-
tions by other Muslim States and the
Organisation of Islamic Conference?

Can the Taliban regime be so insensi-
tive to international opinion that they do
not see the damage they are doing to
Islam and the strength they are providing
to anti-Islamic prgpaganda and to the
academicians who project Islam as a
medieval religion and as the enemy of
the West and modernity?

Can’t the Taliban regime see how
their action Jleaves the Muslim
minorities defenceless when they face the
onslaught on their places of worship
and culture?

Another justification floated by the
Taliban refers to the destruction of the
Babri masjid in 1992. No doubt both acts
of vandalism constitute crime against
humanity, against man’s cultural her-
itage but can one vile act ever justify
another? Secondly, can the considered
act of State be compared with the fury
of an aroused mob? Thirdly, the demoli-
tion of the Babri masjid was condemned
by a vast majority of the Indian people
including the highest in the land — in
politics, government, judiciary, legisla-
ture, academia and those in the field
of culture.

Above all, the Taliban excuse is no
more than an afterthought — but a high-
1y significant one because it shows that
religious fanaticism operates alike every-

HE HRUSTAN 7o

. g MAR 200

where and uses similar arguments to
justify itself. There is indeed a marked
similarity in the mind of the Taliban and
the Sangh parivar.

Apart from the religious perspective,
the question -begs us for an answer:
what motivated the Taliban regime
to suddenly wake up to its ‘religious
duty’? Was it a sudden burst of fanati-
cism? After all, Bamiyan itself has
been a battlefield between them and
their rivals. It has been won and lost
by them several times during the
civil war which is still raging. Was it
to gain world attention when they
have been isolated? Was it a reaction
to not being recognised as the legitimate
face of governance in Afghanistan? Or
perhaps a reaction to the sanctions
imposed against them?

Surely, it was not a religious impulse
that made them destroy the statues.

~Mullah Omar cannot be such an egoist

as to rate himself as the only true Muslim
who ever walked on the soil of
Afghanistan. If the real intention and
purpose was to seek world attention,
obviously they have gained nothing but
revulsion and anger. The act has not
brought them any closer to being admit-
ted to the international society. They
are now more isolated than ever before.
And it will take longer and better creden-
tials for them to be admitted to the
United Nations. -

But there is another issue which stares
us in the face: the deafening silence of the
Great Powers, the permanent members of
the UN Security Council. The dastardly
act of the Taliban revives memories
in the West of the defence of Europe at
Poitiers and at the gates of Vienna
against Muslim armies. These memories
give credence to the image of Islamic as
the ‘Enemy’ and supports the theory
of an inevitable civilisational conflict
between Islam and Christianity (the
latter supported by Hinduism and
Buddhism).

The sphinx-like silence is indeed inex-
plicable. The concept of national sover-
eignty is a worn out concept now. Could
the Taliban have persisted in their nefar-
ious enterprise if confronted by a unani-
mous warning of the Security Council?
Or a unanimous resolution of the UN
General Assembly? ) )

Are the United States, Russia and
China still engaged in the Great Game
which regards Afghanistan as strategi-
cally critical to their — once imperial,
now economic — quest in central
Asia? Are they still hoping to make com-
petitive bids for the heart and soul of the
Taliban regime, rather than act unitedly
to overpower it?

The author is advocate, Supreme Court
of India, and Convener, Babri Masjid
Movement Coordination Committee
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- Bullets for the Buddha

While Hunger,

|t

N the past three years, scorching

droughts and intensely cold win-
ters have ravaged Afghanistan.
During the past two months, hun~
dreds of Afghan children have
frozen to death in Herat with night
temperatures reaching minus 20 de-
grees Celsius. Drought has de-
stroyed food crops and famine is
about to strike the population.

The Taliban officials and their
chief, Mullah Mohammad Omar,
appear to despise the Afghan peo-
ple and ignore their plight. These
fundamentalists continue to acquire
artillery. tanks and ammunition
through the clandestine, interna-
tional arms market but have made
no attempt to import food, blankets
and tents. At this moment of calami-
ty, the United States and Russia,
who were mainly instrumental in
turning Afghanistan into a seething
cauldron of armed factions, have
pushed through yet another UN
resolution  further  isolating
Afghanistan. As in Iraq, where 10
years of sanctions have fortified
Saddam Hussein and his trigger-
happy henchmen and increased the
suffering of the Iragi people, so in
Afghanistan where the Taliban strut
about while the people starve.

Inisolated rage, Mullah Omar has
commanded his restless bands of
followers to use their artillery and
tanks to devastate the exquisite
labour of years of divine love by the
ancient forebears of the Afghan
people who had carved the tallest
standing Buddhas out of the sand-
stone cliffs at Bamiyan. Two of the
aesthetic marvels of the world have
been turned into dust. Public out-
rage here and abroad is absolutely
justified. It ought to be directed at
Mullah Omar and his prime cre-
ators — Leonid Brezhnev, Ronald
Reagan and Zia-ul-Haq — and not
against an entire people who have
not sinned but have suffered at the
hands of a series of ever worsening
tyrannies for the last 23 years.

A pluralist, tolerant and fun-lov-
ing society has been forcibly en-
veloped in a dark, dismal shroud by
the weird and barbaric decrees of
the Taliban. Till 1992, when the
Marxist regime in Kabul was ousted
by a mixed bunch of opposition
groups, the folk traditions of Afghan
society were prevalent. Music,
singing and dancing were segments
embedded in the Afghan mosaic.
Afghans celebrated their national
feast days, and especially weddings,
by public dancing in which both
men and women participated,
though taking care not to touch
each other. The performance of the
national dance, the attan, had long
been a feature of Afghan life. In
Kabul, Kandahar and Jalalabad,

By JAWID LAIQ

Hindus and Sikhs, most of whom
had become Afghan nationals, lived
in complete harmony with Afghan
Muslims. Even now, many Afghans
speak a basic version of Hindi
picked up from Hindi films and
lyrics which are currently banned by
the Taliban.

A semblance of the pluralist
colour and variety of pre-Taliban
Afghan life can be witnessed every
year on March 21 in Delhi’s Lodi
Gardens where hundreds of Afghan
refugee families gather to celebrate
the secular spring festival of
Navroz. The young in mini-skirts
and jeans, the grandmothers in
black chadors, aquiline-featured
Pashtuns as well as Uzbeks, picnic
together by the shade of the monu-
ments built by their ancestors. The
refugees are remnants of the toler-
ant society which persisted in
Afghanistan till the early 1990s.
Many of the refugees in Delhi are
those who fled from the wild feroci-
ty of the Taliban who finally subju-
gated Kabul in September 1996.
They have joined earlier streams of
hapless refugees who had fled from

» The Taliban is pursuing its
own agenda while the
Afghan people starve

» Apluralist society has been
straitjacketed by the Taliban
¢ The Taliban is now way

beyond the control of those
who created it

Afghanistan during the communist
regime from April 1978 to April
1992 and during the terrible in-
ternecine bloodletting between var-
ious Afghan political factions and
ethnic groups between 1992 and
1996. In Delhi, the refugees have
faced sporadic incidents of assault
and harassment, especially during
the Kargil conflict and whenever
terrorist violence has escalated in
Kashmir. These unfortunate inci-
dents have been documented in
Abandoned and Betrayed, a report
published by the South Asia Hu-
man  Rights Documentation
Centre. The victims of the Taliban
have been equated with the allies of
the Taliban by some of Delhi’s
angered inhabitants.

The Taliban are the brutalised
products of the past 23 years of vio-
lence which began with a coup in
Kabul in April 1978 by a small
group of junior, Marxist-inclined
army officers inspired by friends in
the People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA). The party

Deaths Stalk
A

\

Afghans
o -

spéd the coup as a shortcut to in-
t revolution to be effected from

sought to be implemented
ight without political ground-
work. The attempts at forced reform
met popular resistance from dis-
parate groups of liberals, national-
1sts and Islamists. The unexpected
resistance led to bloody infighting
between the PDPA’s Parcham
and Khalq factions. Nur Moham-
mad Taraki, the first president
of the Revolutionary Council, was
killed and replaced by Hafizullah
Amin, who in turn was killed
and replaced by the Soviet-backed
Babrak Karmal.

The Soviet invasion united tem-
porarily the factions of the Afghan
resistance and ignited a dormant
and fierce Afghan nationalism. At
least one million Afghans and some
20,000 Soviet soldiers died in the
war against Soviet occupation
which was intensified by a mindless
flood of arms supplies to the resis-
tance by Ronald Reagan’s adminis-
tration. The CIA and the Pakistani
military establishment under Zia-
ul-Haq directed the bulk of these
arms to the Islamist groups within
the resistance. Most of the fighting
against the Soviet army was done by
non-Islamist groups who brought
the superpower to a stalemate. Ac-
cording to Artyom Borovik, the
renowned Russian chronicler of the
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan
who was killed in a mysterious air
crash last year, Mikhail Gorba-
chov’s policy of glasnost or opening
up of Soviet society proclaimed in
1987 grew out of the Afghan stale-
mate. In 1988, Gorbachov started
the process of disengagement which
led to the last Soviet contingent
withdrawing from Afghanistan on
February 15,1989.

The Afghan resistance soon feil
into disarray. A vestige of the Marx-
ist regime lasted in Kabul under
Mohammad Najibullah till April
1992 when it was overthrown by a
ragtag bunch of fighters who at-
tacked each other and terrorised
the civil population indiscriminate-
ly. Benazir Bhutto’s interior minis-
ter, Nasirullah Babar, and the ISI
initially trained and armed the
Taliban in Afghan refugee camps
in Pakistan. In 1994, the Taliban
were sent to restore order
in Afghanistan by the Pakistani
military. By 1998, they controlled
90 per cent of Afghanistan. The
Taliban are now way beyond
the control of the Pakistani army
or anyone else.

(The writer is a former research
officer on Afghanistan, Amnesty
International, London.)
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Jap

anese team leg;ﬁfes
iban

for talks with Tal

TOKYO: Representatives from
Japan’s ruling parties left for
Afghanistan on Wednesday to urge
the Taliban to halt its demolition of
the nation’s pre-Islamic artworks, a
foreign ministry official said.

The three-member mission, in-
cluding lawmaker Akihiko Ku-
mashiro of the Liberal Democratic
Party, is carrying a letter from for-
eign minister Yohei Kono urging
the Taliban to reconsider its deci-
sion. The team hoped to meet Tal-
iban foreign minister Abdul Wakil,
but no date had been set yet, offi-
cigls said. 3\ )\1

/Meanwhile, the United/Nations
Security Council on Tue$day joined
in other UN bodies, goyernments
and religious and cultural organisa-
tions in urging the Taliban to halt
the “incomprehensible and wan-
ton” destruction of an important
part “of the world’s cultural trea-
sure’”’.

Ukraine’s acting UN ambassador
Valeri Kuchynski, who read the
council statement, said the latest in-
formation the council had was that
“the Taliban authorities had started
the preparations for the destruction
but we have not received the actual
confirmation that the destruction
took place”.

Efforts are being made to pre-
vent the destruction of the non-Is-
lamic shrines and artifacts, he told
reporters. Philippe de Montebello,
director of the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art in New York, was in con-
tact with the Taliban through an in-
termediary in Afghanistan trying to
negotiate the possibility of moving
the biggest and most important
Buddha statues to other places at
the museum’s expense, Mr Kuchyn-
ski said.

But the Taliban’s ambassador to
Pakistan, Abdul Salam Zaeef, had
reiterated on Tuesday that the Feb-
ruary 26 order by the leader of the
Islamic religious militia, Muilah
Mohammed Omar, to destroy all
statues in the country as idolatrous
would be carried out despite the in-
ternational outcry.

He said in Islamabad that parts
of the massive statues had been de-
stroyed and demolition would re-
sume after Eid. “We don’t know
how long it will take to destroy
them, but they will be eliminated,”
he was reported as saying. “I am be-
ing told from Kabul that they are
using mainly explosives because
the statues are very strong. We do
not want to spend more money or
resources to destroy them. That’s
why we are using explosives,” he
said. He said troops had demol-
ished 25 per cent of the two Bud-
dhas. Taliban’s information and cul-
ture minister Qatradullah Jamal
had said earlier the legs had al-
ready been destroyed.

Meanwhile, U.S. secretary of
state Colin Powell has also de-
plored the Taliban leadership for its
“crime against humanity”. Reports
from Washington quoted him as
saying, “It’s horrible, it’s a tragedy,
it’s a crime against humankind, and
I deplore it.” He added that he was
trying to find out whether the Bud-
dha statues built 2,000 years ago
had been completely destroyed.

“I don’t know the extent of dam-
age at this time. I simply haven’t
been briefed in the course of the
morning because I've been in other
meetings, and so I don’t know
whether the two major Buddhas
have now been taken down total-
ly,” he told the media on Tuesday.
“So we'll get the information out to
you (newsmen) as soon as we can.”

Ending a week-long silence, Chi-
na on Wednesday half-heartedly
joined the growing international
condemnation of the Taliban. “We
have taken note of the relevant re-
ports,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said
while taking refuge under an earli-

er statement made by the state-riin
Buddhist Association China
(BAC) {Agencies)
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/Démolition
of Buddhas
.-1stopped
" during Id
ASSOCIATED PRESS 4 uw/ -

KABUL, March 6. - Demoli-
tion of two giant stone mono-
liths of Buddha, hewn from a
cliff face in Central Bamiyan,
was stopped during the Id-ul-
Zoha, but the order to destroy
Afghanistan’s pre-Islamic rel-
ics stands and their destruc-
tion is a certainty, a Taliban of-
ficial said today.

“Because of Id, the work of de-
stroying the Buddhas has stop-
ped, but it will be done after
Id,” the Taliban’s ambassador |
to neighbouring Pakistan Ab- i
dul Salam Zaeef told reporters {

{

in Islamabad. The holiday,
which began yesterday, ends
on Thursday. “We don’t know
how long it will take to destroy
them, but they will be elimina-
ted,” he said. ”

Earlier Taliban Offjcfals said :
that dynamite was being used
to destroy the Bamiyan Bud-
dhas.

Taliban-Pak ties: Global con-
demnation of Taliban’s move
and sectarian violence in Paki-
stan, allegedly by Taliban-
trained Sunni  militants
against the Shias, could have a
serious fallout on ties between
Islamabad and the militia, dip-
lomats said, adds PTT from Is-
lamabad.. “But Pakistan, like
USA, cannot wish away the
Taliban as they believe that it
provides a strategic depth to
any future confrontation with
India,” a diplomat said.
CPI-M stand: The CPI-M po-
litburo today condemned the
“reprehensible” act of the Tali-
ban, adds SNS Kolkata. It con-
demned the threats of retalia-
tion by the Bajrang Dal. 1t is
ironic that the VHP-RSS, re-
sponsible for the Babari Masjid
demolition, are condemning
*e Taliban, CPI-M said.

THE STATESMAN
“ 1 MAR 2



Taliban leader defends

Bamiyan demolition

ch \\' \
Kabul, March 5 ‘y Xk\
THE SUPREME leader of
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
movement on Monday defended
his controversial order to
destroy historic statues as an
honour for Islam and the nation.

In a message quoted by the
official Voice of Shariat radio.
Mullah Mohammad Omar dis-
missed criticism of the plan and
said Afghan Muslims should be
proud of smashing the statues

“1t is a shame for those
Afghans who criticise this
decree,” the radio quoted Omar.,
who denounces what he calls un-
Islamic idols, as saying.

“I ask Afghans and world's
Muslims to use their sound wis-
dom... Do you prefer to be z
breaker of idols or a seller of
idols? Is it appropriate to be
influenced by the propaganda of
the infidels?” he added.

The purist Islamic Taliban
have vowed to destroy all statues
in the country, including two
massive and ancient Buddhas in
Bamiyan, towering 175 fect (53
metres) and 120 feet (36.5 metres)
and carved into sandstone clifts.

Omar’s call sparked interna-
tional outrage and calls from
around the globe for a change of
heart. New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art offered to buy
the statues to save them.

Omar said the statues to be
destroyed formed only one per-
cent of Afghanistan’s historical
relics and Islamic principles
ordered their annihilatior.

In an indirect reference to
repeated international coverage
of the statue saga, Omar said
that the British Broadcasting
Corporation and other Western
media had began a campaign
against the Quran, the Musiim
holy book.

“I ask the Muslim people of
Afghanistan not to be afraid of
the infideis’ pressure... and do
not synchronise with them," he
said. Earlier, Afghan [slamic
clerics urged Omar not to bow to
international pressure and to
push ahead with the plan.

Their call was echoed through
loud speakers in most mosques
in the Afghan capital Kabu} on

the ()L(asl ;Dm the Muslim festi-
val of Kidy al-Adha. or Feast of
the Sacrifide.

“They (ngn-Muslims) want to
deviate us fripm our firm respon-
sibility and we here request that
the pelicy of smashing these
idols to g6 ahead.” said one cler-
i

Rabbani rues act

THE HEAD of anti-Taliban
forces in Afghanistan. who is the
country’s internationally recog-
nised President. has condemned
the Taliban campaign of destruc-
tion of the country’s pre-Isiamic
heritage. adds a report from
islamabad.

In a statement prepared in his

L~ ¢

lah Mohammad Omar, had
ordered the destruction of all
statues - including two world-
famous Buddhas carved into a
cliff in Bamiyan province - on
the grounds they are un-Islamic.

Afghanistan was a centre of
Buddhist culture before the
arrival of Islam more than 1,200
years ago.

“From thousands of years ago
this country has involved and
formed different civilisations
and cultures,” the statement
said. “During this long history,
no system has tried to destroy
the historic monuments of the
country — instead has made
efforts to preserve them.”

Rabbani, whose government is
also Islamic, said in the state-

PHOTQ / AFP

Clerics from various taiths take part in an anti-Taliban demonstration at

New Delhi on Monday.

remote northern headquarters of
Faisabad on Sunday and sent to
Reuters on Monday, Burhanud-
+in Rabbani said governments
throughout the long history of
Afehanistan had preserved the
treasures left by their predeces-
sors. "We strongly condemn and
oppose the Taliban's anti-nation-
al and anti-cultural action in
rospect to the destruction of Bud-
ithist statues in Afghanistan,”
said the statement, issued by
Rabbani’s foreign affairs office.
The Taliban announced a
week ago that their leader, Mul-

ment their religion respected
other beliefs. The Taliban main-
tains its action, which has drawn
world-wide condemnation, is
needed to help create the world’s
purest Islamic state.

“Our cultural policy applies to
all historical monuments and
naturally covers the Buddha’s
statues of Bamiyan province in
Afghanistan which have been left
from the Buddhist religion. It is
clear that they are not wor-
shipped in Afghanistan,” it said.

The Taliban have been cam-
paigning to have international

recognition of the national gov-
ernment transferred from Rab-
bani, who they drove from Kabul
in 1996. But diplomats say their
destruction of Afghan’s cultural
heritage has strengthened the
position of those leading the
opposition to any dealings with
the Taliban.

The Taliban say the opposi-
tion, which holds less than 10
percent of Afghanistan. is get-
ting arms from Russia and Iran.
The opposition, an alliance unit-
ed mainly by opposition to the
Taliban, accuses neighbouring
Pakistan of arming and direct-
ing the Taliban.

Pakistan, the only country in
the world to have an embassy in
Kabul dealing with the Taliban.
denies any military involvement
with the movement, which
sprang from Islamic schools in
the border areas of Pakistan.

The United States has led
opposition to the Taliban, deter-
mined to force them to turn over
Osama bin Laden, the Saudi mil-
itant accused of directing the
destruction of two US.
embassies from his sanctuary in
Afghanistan.

“Let us show the world that
Muslims are united in their :
beliefs and will not bow down to
any pressure at any cost.” anoth-
er said. The Taliban say theyv
have smashed major statue col-
lections in several parts of the
country since last week when
Omar first issued his decree to
destroy the statues. The fate of
the colossal Buddhas at
Bamiyan, hewn out of the rock
face at least 15 centuries ago.
remains unknown.

A Taliban source told Reuters
on Sunday that they had yet to
begin destroying the relics.
Other officials have said the
piece-by-piece demolition was
already underway  Protests
against the destruction have
come from far and near.

Leading industrialised coun-
tries, Muslim and Buddhist
nations, and the United Nations
have urged the Taliban to scrap
the plan, saying the statues are
part of the world’'s common his
torical and cultural heritage.

Reuters
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Taliban Cthf unfazeﬁvby outcry

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE '

KABUL, March 5. - Taﬁ{an chief Mulla
Mohammad Omar today termed as “drama” the
global outery over the demolition of Buddha relics
‘and urged all Muslims to support him.

He reacted for the first time to the outrage over
the demolition drive and declared that the
annihilation of Buddhist statues would proceed
despite international condemnation and
protests from Islamic states.

“Now that we are destroying false idols, the
world has made a drama out of this. The
Muslims of the world...Should use their common
sense,” the Taliban militia’s radio Shariat
quoted him as saying.

“I would like to ask you, do you prefer to be
called statue-destroyers or statue-sellers?” he
said, adding that the-statues, including the
giant ancient Buddhas in Bamiyan province,

we only ‘one per cent” of Afghanistan’s
histyrical heritage.

The\UN envoy, Mr Pierre Lafrance, arrived in
Islamabad empty-handed, admitting his failure
to cIonvince Taliban to stop the destruction, adds
PTL

“No, I wasn't able to persuade them. But there
are faint hopes that Taliban will save the
Buddha statues,” he told reporters.

However, Taliban foreign minister Wakil
Ahmad Muttawakil, who met Mr Lafrance at
Kandahar yesterday, refused to withdraw the
edict regarding the statues.

Minorities panel condemns move: The West
Bengal Minorities Commission today con-
demned the destruction and described it as “not
only sacrilegious but against all cannons of
Islamic principles,” adds SNS Kolkata.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya condemned the
attack, saying “it was an example of Fascism.”



BAMIYAN: A convenient halt on the ancient Silk
Route,world famous for the two tallest standing
Buddhas. The largest number of Buddhist caves (over
R 1,000) have been dug there. The two Buddhas had
_ survived Changez Khan’s massacres and Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb's cannon shots .

KAPISA (Now BAGRAV): Orce
the summer capitat of the

Kushanas, it has the ruins of the
palace of great Kanishka. Has
dozens of stupas, images of
Buddha, panels of life scenes of

‘The Great Teacher’, and reliefs
depicting Jataka scenes.

ERAT: Has priceless Hindu -
gtatues and images. Marble
images of Surya(Sun God)
and Shiv Parvati were
most famous.

KABUL: Taliban officials said on Sunday ancient
Bamiyan Buddhas were nearly destroyed and ruled
out any hope for their preservation ahead of talks
with a special United Nations envoy.

Minister of information and culture Mawlawi
Qudratullah Jamal said the destruction of “un-
Islamic” ancient statues was in progress throughout
the country despite international appeals for their
preservation.

He said large portions of the Buddha figures in
central Bamiyan province, dating back more than
1,500 years, had already been reduced to rubble,
along with thousands of other statues throughout the

ountry. “Work is in progress on them. They are mas-
sive if you see them closely,” he said.

Foreign minister Wakil Ahmad Mutawakel said
the Bamiyan Buddhas would soon be destroyed as
he prepared for talks with UNESCO special envoy
Pierre Lafrance in the Taliban’s southern stronghold
of Kandahar. “The edict will be implemented inshal-
lah (god willing),” Mutawakel said shortly before Mr
{ Lafrance’s arrival.

Buddha states reduced to rubh

JALALABAD: Has 44 Buddhi
stupas, temples, shrines and
caves and antiquities.
¢ Among sculptures and other
B antiquities, most notable is th
skull bone of Buddha, his robe &
g and /athi (stick). '

GHAZNI:Probably a part of Mauryan empire,
Ashoka built ten stupas and ‘Deva’ temples.
it has a Buddhist complex at Humau Qala

and has the Mahisasura mardini sculpture.

“We would like to see the UNESCOrenovy. It is
good that we can explain to him that what we are
doing is an internal issue and we do not want to con-
front the world.” The Islamic militia last week began
smashing statues around the country to prevent idol-
atry, but Mr Lafrance said on Saturday there was a
“faint glimpse of hope” they could still be saved. He
cited conflicting reports from Taliban officials about
the extent of the destruction so far and the nature of
the order from Taliban supreme leader Mulla
Mohammad Omar which authorised the iconoclasm.

In another development, journalists have been
barred from visiting the Kabul museum and
Bamiyan province where the Taliban have recently
engaged in heavy battles with armed opposition
forces. Shortly after arriving in Kandahar, Mr
Lafrance began meetings with officials, including
Mutawakel, UN sources in Kabul said. Buddhism’s

most prominent leader, the Dalai Lama, said he was /of

“deeply concerned” about the Taliban’s attempts to
erase Afghanistan’s pre-Islamic history. (agencies
» See Edit: The Buddha Smiles, Page 10

/Islamic intellécmals

P .
condemn action

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHIE: Over 70 top-rank-
ing Islamic intellectuals from
across the world have unanimously
condemned the destruction of the
famous Budhdha statues, including
those at Bamiyan, and other idols

in Afghanistan under the decree of
the ruling Islamic amentalist
Taliban. 'y~ \ }
Terming the des by guns
and rockets as “un ted” and

“totally un-Islamic”, th¢ body of
Islamic intellectuals ' stressed:
“Islam orders us to respect the
places of worship of other reli-
gions. Islam does not allow
destruction of religious places of
any community.”

Describing the Taliban decree as
“unfortunate,” the intellectuals in
a joint statement said, “Historical
monuments are the heritage of all
mankind and do not belong to any

/g6vemment or people.” The dem-

olition was “totally un-Islamic and
unwarranted”, they said.

The signatories include Fetehpuri
Jama Masjid Shahi Imam Mufti
Mukarram Ahmad, Islamic Centre
president Mualana Waheeduddin
Khan, Hamdard University vice-
chancellor Syed Hamid, former
MP Syed Shahbuddin, Bharati
Majlis chairman Javed Habib,
Asghar Ali Engineer, Jamia Millia
professors Farida Khanum, Zubair
Ahmad Faroogi and Shafig
Ahmad Khan Nadwi, London-
based Muslim Institute director M
Ghayasuddin, Jerusalem-based
Jjournatist Khalid Amayreh, Jawaid
Quddus - of the University of
Michigan, Zafar Igbal from
Wahington, Parwaiz Wahid of the
US’s Northeastern University.
Athens-based journalist Nawab
Khan, CM Naim of the University
Chicago, artist J; Akhtar,
and Institute of Isfamic and Arab
Studies dipecior Zafarul Islam
Khan

Rehab plan for Kuich farmers unveiled

The Times of india News Service

GANDHINAGAR: The Keshu-
bhai Patel government on Friday
announced a Rs 434.65-crore
scheme to. rehabilitate farmers
affected by the recent earthquake.

The scheme includes a Rs
{81.25-crore rehabilitation pack-
age, a Rs 117.5-crore package to
rebuild farm infrastructure facili-
ties and a Rs 135.9-crore package
to provide agricultural equipment.

Announcing this after the cabi-
net approval, agriculture minister
Becharbhai Bhadani admitted,
“We have no separate data for
Kutch. The scheme is meant for

Gujarat. The survey is still on. We

would know the exact amount
Kutch will get later.” The scheme
does not include the animal hus-
bandry package, crucial for
Kutch’s rural population. Most
farmers of the district are depend-
ent on cattle breeding as a major
source of income.

The “memorandum on the
Quake Damage in Gujarat” sub-
mitted to the Centre last month
had underlined that “animal hus-
bandry is an important economic
activity in the affected areas”, sug-
gesting “it is necessary to sustain
the animal husbandry infrastruc-
ture and ensure that the health of
the animal population does not

deteriorate”. About 18,600 head of
cattle have perished in the quake.
The memorandum had worked
out a Rs 40-crore scheme for the
enhancement of milk production
and a Rs 5.3 crore scheme to breed
better goats and sheep.

With an estimated 1,45,000
farmers having been affected by
the quake, the scheme approved
on Friday announced Rs 10,000 for
the small and marginal farmer and
Rs 15,000 for the others. To rebuild
farm facilities destroyed in the
quake, those that have suffered
complete loss would be given Rs
10,000 each, while the others
would get Rs 2,500.

YOU SAID IT by Laxman

if they honestly implement the
rule this will be one of the richest
states!
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'The terminators:
- Taliban destrgb\ys
Buddha statues

K. J. M. Varma
ISLAMABAD 1 MARCH

DISREGARDING THE interna-
tional outery over its decision to
destroy the ancient Bamiyan
Buddha statues and other heritage
artefacts, Afghanistan’s Taliban
on Thursday began pounding the
statues to pieces in various cities
by using canons and battle tanks.

Afghanistan radio quoted
Taliban information minister
Qudratullah Jamal as telling
reporters in Kabul that on
Thursday Taliban started destroy-
ing statues in Kandahar, Bamiyan,
Herat and Kabul museum follow-
ing a fresh decree from its chief,
Mullah Omar.

“We will use all means,

including canon and tanks to
destroy the statues,” the Taliban
© information minister said.
The destruction started even
+ as Taliban’s close ally Pakistan,
| under considerable pressure
i from various Saarc as well as
" several western countries,
. appealed to the Taliban leader-
! ship to protect the rich histori-
cal monuments.

“We appeal to the Afghan gov-
ernment to take measures to fully
protect Afghanistan’s rich histori-
cal monuments, sites and artefacts
which are part of world’s cultural
heritage,” the official spokesman
said.

Heads of missions of several
countries including Sri Lanka and
Japan met Pakistan and Taliban
officials to stop the decision to
destroy the statues. The decree for
the destruction of statues was

LAND OF INFIDELS: Afghan
military trucks park under
the shadow of a huge Buddha
statue in Bamiyan, — AFP

issued after consultations with
religious leaders and Taliban
Islamic Supreme Court, the minis-
ter said.

The orders for destruction
have been issued “because these
statues have remained as a shrine
of infidels and they are worship-
ping these statues and probably it
will be changed for shrines again,
while god almighty is the real
shrine and all the false shrines
should be smashed,” the decree
said.

Omar had directed the min-
istries of promotion of virtue and
prevention of vice, information
and culture to destroy all the stat-
ues in order to implement the
judgments of Ulema and Supreme
Court.

The Econcsys
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By JACK REDDEN

hanistan’s ri

outrage has gone fér beyond

‘W.

o recognition for Taliban after demolition

Taliban séy they are merely car-  where invaders from Alexander

the Great to Tamerlane left a

': Islamabad; March 4: The Tal-
iban’s hopes for transformation

internationally recognised gov-
ernment of Afghanistan lie as
shattered as the historic stratues
they have labelled un-Islamic.
“I’m sure the Taliban would
like international recognition,”
Dimitri Loundras, the Greek
ambassador to Pakistan and
head of a committee dealing

with the Taliban on archaeologi-

cal issues for the UN, comment-
ed bitterly. “But that will never
come to them.” If the Taliban

| did not realise the anger they
would trigger by ordering the

from a band of Islamic zealots to -

WS Q&( &struction of al| sttues from
] Af
4:

“idols” in their i

Taliban’s culture
Qudratullah Jamal exulted on
Saturday over the ease with -
which the destruction had been
carried out so far. He talked of a
piece-by-piece demolition of the
two soaring statues of Buddha in
Bamiyan — the tallest in the
world and Afghanistan’s best-
known archaeological treasure.

“They are putting themselves
beyond the pale,” one senior
diplomat said. “In the 21st cen-
tury there are some things that
are just not acceptable,” World

western countries to encompass
those with large Buddhist popu-
lations and even Muslim coun-
tries alarmed at the image of
Islam spread by the Taliban.
“We feel we were betrayed,”
Masamai Kinefuchi, a Japanese
diplomat in Islamabad, said on
Friday at a news conference
called to condemn the campaign
of destruction. A stream of
diplomats, including Francesc
Vendrell, an envoy of UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan, have
discussed the statues with one
member of the Taliban leader-
ship only to find another was
saying elsewhere there would be
no halt in the destruction. The

rying out the edict-of their reclu-
sive leader, Mullah Mohammed

-Omar, to enforce an Islamic ban

on images of living things —
part of their efforts to create the
world’s purest Muslim state.

“It has nothing to do with a
give and take policy,” Mr Jamal
said, rejecting speculation the_
Taliban have struck out wildly
because of the world’s refusal to

. accept them. “We deem it a

must to finish them all because
of our religious responsibility.”
But the decision to proceed

" with their iconoclastic campaign
" reversed promises made by

Omar himself to protect the pre-
Islamic treasures of Afghanistan

priceless legacy. “I’'m sure the
Taliban authority are in a diffi-

~ cult position at this moment

because of the sanctions of the
-UN Security Council,” said Mr
Loundras, who held talks with
the Taliban in Kabul on the day

" the destruction order was issued.

-“Maybe they just do it to show
they have a reaction, or because
there is internal strife,” he said.
Certainly the Taliban feel isolat-
ed, perhaps concluding even
before the latest disastrous pub-
licity that they would never win
acceptance as the legitimate gov-
ernment away from their oppo-
nents. (Reuters) ‘

Taliban reject Iran’s offer to
safeguard Buddha statues

Leave the relics alone
| Pakistan has requested the Taliban govern-
* ment twice in two days (March 1 and 2) to
-reconsider its decision to destroy all historic
Buddhist statues in the areas under its con-
trol in Afghanistan.
it has been joined by the international com-
munity, especially India, Iran and the UN,
Unesco, in asking for the-Buddhist relics to
_ be spared. Sri Lanka also chipped in with an
appeal. Unfortunately, all these appeals
seem have fallen on deaf ears in Kabul.

Dawn, Karachi

A question of tolerance

True to their unpredictable reputation,
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban have once again
sprung a surprise on the world and earned
renewed international hostility just when it
appeared that they had scored a major diplo-
matic success by strictly implementing a ban
on opium and poppy-cultivation. All the good
work done by them by ensuring that no

poppy was cultivated seems to have been -

forgotten now that the focus of attention has
shifted to the fate of Afghanistan’s glorious
cultural heritage. This avoidable crisis has
erupted at a time when thousands of

Afghans displaced by drought and war are

living in unbelievable misery both inside and
outside Afghanistan. It is indeed tragic that
concern for human beings still alive has been
overshadowed by the international outcry to
save stone-made statues.

The News, Jang Group

Hue and cry

In the midst of appeals from all over the
world, Taliban are reported to have started
implementing their decision to demolish all
statues in Afghanistan. Reports suggest that
Taliban soldiers are under instructions to
carry out operation for the purpose. Pakistan
expressed concern over Taliban’s decision
to destroy some of the historical artefacts
and appealed to Kabul to take measures to
fully protect Afghanistan’s heritage. .

Pakistan Observer

Islamabad, March 4: Taliban foreign min-
ister Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil on Sunday
rejected an Iranian offer to take
Afghanistan’s historic Buddha statues intos
safe-keeping.

The rejection overshadowed a visit by
Unesco envoy Pierre Lafrance, who left
Islamabad for Afghanistan on Sunday on a
mission to save the statues from destruction
by the Taliban. A senior official of the Iran-
ian foreign ministry made the offer to Mr
Mutawakil by phone this morning, the
Afghan foreign minister told the Pakistan-
based Afghan Islamic Press agency.

Mr Mutawakil rejected both Iran’s offer to
buy-the statues from Afghanistan or remove
them to Iran for safe-keeping, saying both
options were in conflict with Islamic teach-

THE
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.ing. “We accept it is our duty to protect

archaeological heritage.,” Mr Mutawakil
said, “but Islam is against keeping statues.
Hence the order to destroy them.”

He continued: “The question of removing
them would have arisen if we did not have
museums. As for buying the statues, Islam
teaches that one should not wish on another
Muslim something that you would not wish
on yourself — and both our countries are
Muslim.” )

While Mr Lafrance was meeting in Islam-
abad with a diplomatic representative of the
regime on Saturday, the Taliban minister in
charge of culture vowed the destructi
would continue. Mr Lafrance expres,
anger and demanded an immedj
the destruction. (DPA)
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By Jyotirmaya Sharma
HE pro-Soviet leftists in
the 1970s wanted to de-Is-
lamicise Afghanistan. The
Afghans resented their atheism.
Faith for them was a symbol of
personal, as well as cultural iden-
tity. This gave birth to a religious
war or jehad against the Soviets.
For the Americans, the mu-
jahideen were not terrorists at
at point of time: they were free-
om-fighters. Communism, na-
ionalism and short-sightedness
produced the Taliban.

In India, politics masquerades
as religiosity and religion has got
politicised. The Taliban and the
Sangh Parivar are, at one level,
empirical entities. At another lev-
¢l, they are states of mind. Intol-
erance, destruction, violence and
irrationality come as naturally to
them as breathing. For every
Mulla Muhammad Omar in
Afghanistan, there is a corre-
sponding Giriraj Kishore in In-
dia. Similarly, for every felling of
the Bamiyan Buddha, there is a

arallel in the destruction of the
Babri Masjid in India. The Bud-
dha looks on, amused.

It is the politics of ‘friend’ and
‘foe’ which has brought this

The Taliban 1s a state of ..
mind, ours as much as thei

For every Mullah Muhammad Omar in Afgharustan, there is a Giriraj Kishore in Indk

about. And nationalism. Exclu-
sivity, fear of complexity and plu-
rality as well. Why get so hysteri-
cal over the destruction of a few
statues in Afghanistan? Why not
get equally charged by the razing
to the ground of the Babri
Masjid? Because power is an ad-
diction and can only be attained
through dividing people, by shed-
ding blood, by vitiating every
gentle norm in society.

The Talibanised minds of the
self-appointed saviours of Hin-
dus have no concern for monu-
ments and heritage either, Al-
most every museum in India is a

super-glorified godown; invari-
ably, every monument has been
converted into a spitoon and a
urinal. Nobody but a handful of
idle moralisers are bothered.
Heritage is neither ‘mine’ nor
‘thine’, it is ours. But we are ei-
ther oblivious or resentful of the

we hate ourselves? Because we
fear complexity and plurality.

i ical modernity—rep-
by the former Soviets

Why get so hysterical
over the destruction of
statues in Afghanistan?
Why not get equally
charged by the razing of
the Babri Masjid?
Because power is an
addiction and can only
be attained through
dividing people and by
shedding blood
R

there an international law

which could have prevented the

Taliban from vandalising histor-
ical monuments?

Opinion is divided. R. P. Anand,
professor of international law at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, says
there is no-provision under interna-
tional law which can challenge a
sovereign country’s right to do
whatever it wants to within its own
borders. “The UNESCO charter
does have a clause which says that
world heritage must be protected

but it does not have any legal bind- -

ing,” says Anand.

His colleague, V. S. Mani, dis-
agrees. There is a universal treaty
called the UNESCO Convention
on Protection of Cultural Property
During Armed Conflict, which was
signed in 1954 by most countries in-
cluding Afghanistan, There are also
two international conventions: the
UNESCO Declaration for Cultural
Heritage, which makes it obligatory
for all signatories to protect places
of cultural heritage; and the United
Nations convention on tolerance.
“All these come under internation-
al law,” says Mani.

So, the Taliban can be held ac-
countable. The hitch: before filing
such a case in the International
Court of Justice, the parties con-
cerned should agree to accept the
court’s jurisdiction. Will the Taliban
agree to this? Unlikely.

What steps can the international
community take?

Mani: Under the 1954 treaty, the
world community can either use
diplomatic means or go for the UN
option: the Security Council could
pass a resolution to use force or
other measures to prevent such
acts.

Mani: In normal conditions, the
1954 treaty does not apply. Take the
destruction of the Babri Masjid. It
was the responsibility of the gov-
ernment of the day to take care of
the site. A sovereign country is sub-
ject to some obligations under in-
ternational law. Preserving the cul-
tural heritage is one such obliga-
tion. In case someone tries to dam-
age a site of such historical and cul-
tural importance as the Taj, peo&lc
can approach the supreme count,

citing infringement of human’

rights.
Anand: In the 19th century, the

the affected part.

should be killed.

The Taliban’s Ten Commandments

* Women yon should not step outside your residence. If you go out-
side the house, you should not be like women who use to go with fash-
ionable clothes, wearing much cosmetics and appearing in front of ev-
ery men before the coming of Islam.

* Female patients should go to female physicians. In case a male physi-
cian is needed, the female patient shonld be accompanied by close rel-
atives. During examination, the female patients and male physicians
both should be dressed in the Islamic ‘hijab’ (veil)...Male physicians
should not touch or see the other parts of female patients except for

* To prevent shaving of the beard and its cutting, After one and a half
months of being observed with a shaved and/or cut beard, he should
be arrested and imprisoned until his beard gets bushy.

* To prevent keeping pigeons and playing with birds. Within ten days
of being noticed, this habit/hobby should stop. After the ten days, this
should be monitored and the pigeons and any other playing birds

* To prevent kite-flying. Kite shops in the city should be abolished.

ts of vandalism. Mona Mehta reports

Britishers had turned the Taj into a
stable When you have the
sovereign right over a territory, you
have unlimited freedom, at least
theoretically, to do anything you
like. No court of international law
can do anything to challenge your
right. The Taliban has issued a de-
cree in its own territory, over a
monument in its own territory, so
there is nothing one can do about it
legally.

As for the Taj, the local people
can take the issue to the supreme
court and it can issue directives to
prevent such a deed or punish the
perpetrators of such an act. |

* To prevent idolatory. Pictures/portraits should be abolished in vehi-
des, shops, hotels and elsewhere. The monitors should tear up all pic-

Anand: The international com-
munitv can only request the Taliban

community take?

Mani: Under the 1954 treaty, the
world community can either use
diplomatic means or go for the UN
option: the Security Council could
pass a resolution to use force or
other measures to prevent such
acts.

Anand: The international com-
munity can only request the Taliban
not to destroy the monuments. If
Bin Laden is misusing Afghan terri-
tory to launch terrorist attacks on
other countries, international law
can step in. If the Taliban was set-
ting fire to Afghan homes and
killing people, international law
could step in because it would be a
violation of human rights. But not
in case of Buddhists relics.

What if someone decides to dam-

*To prevent shaving of the beard and its cutting. After one and a half
months of being observed with a shaved and/or cut beard, he should
be arrested and imprisoned until his beard gets bushy.

*To prevent keeping pigeons and playing with birds. Within ten days
of being noticed, this habit/hobby should stop. After the ten days, this
should be monitored and the pigeons and any other playing birds
should be killed.

*To prevent kite-flying. Kite shops in the city should be abolished.
*To prevent idolatory. Pictures/portraits should be abolished in vehi-
cles, shops, hotels and elsewhere. The monitors should tear up all pic-
tures.

*To prevent British and American hairstyle. People with long hair
should be arrested and taken to the Religious Police department to
shave off their hair. The criminal has to pay the barber.

*To prevent sewing ladies cloth and taking female body measures by
tailor. If women or fashion magazines are seen in the shop, the tailor
should be imprisoned.

(Excerpts from ‘Taliban: Islam, Oil and the New Great Game in
Central Asia’ by Ahmed Rashid. Taken from a translation handed to
Western agencies for implementation. The grammar and spellings are
reproduced here as they appeared in the original)
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Confirmed Reservation for Wait-listed Passengers

@’ff,w ADDITIONAL SPECIAL TRAIN to VARANASI

to meet £ arlier Additional Special Trains

et

VARANASI SPECIAL
on 7th March, 2001

Passengers having wait-listed tickets for
Allahabad — Varanasi direction for 5th, 6th

MARCH

141A Dn. Station

or 7th March, 2001 on Train nos. 1027, 1067, we .

1071, 1093, 2141, 2165, 3004, 3202, toayf 9030 D Lokmanya Tilak (T)
3448, 5217 or 5219 can opt for reserved berths on 0820 A Bhusaval

141 ADn. Tilak (T) — Varanasi o830 D

Additional Special Train ; 1710 A Jabalpur
Departure from LT (T) at 0030 hrs. on 07.03.2001 1720 D

(i.e just after midnight of 06.03.2001) 0110 A Allahabad
Arrival at Varanasi at 0420 hrs. on 08.03.2001 0140 D
e, Ko g, Mok o, Mot Shsac %, | 0420 A Varanasi

Reserved Accommodation: Sleeper Class only. 720 berths in each train

(There will be no AC coaches).

Clerkage: Rs.10/- per passenger.

Composition: /0 Sleeper Class, 6 Unreserved General lind Class and 2 General lind Class-cum-Guards
Brake Vans.

Procedure for Reservation: Passengers having wait-listed Sleeper Class tickets in any of the trains
indicated above for Allahabad, Varanasi and for other stations where this Special halts and intending to
get confirmed reservation on the Additional Special Train should get their tickets revalidated at any of

the following reservation centres: Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (Counter No. 21) * Lokmanaya
Tilak (T) (Counter No. 07) + Kalyan (Counter No. 09)

Hurry ! Reservation on first-come-first-served basis.
- Reservation open from Monday 5th March, 2001} from 0900 hrs.

For Last Minute Passengers: After accommodating the wait-listed passengers, if any berths are still
available, the same will be allotted to last minute passengers just before departure of the trains at the
ticket booth on the platform.,

Unreserved Accommodation:
560 seats in General Second Class.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Cuslomen dervice — first and foremost

RATAN BATRA/CR/1d4

tyrant, bigot and zealot has a hit-
list where culture figures at the
very top of this list. For every
tyrant carries with him two es-
sential objects: a gun and a pock-
et calculator. Culture, on the oth-
er hand, unsettles. It holds a nor-
mative mirror in front of us. Tal-
ibanisation has nothing to do
with the form of government
prevalent in a country. One look
at the Shiv Sena activists on
Valentine’s Day rubbishes all the
virtues attributed to democracy.
The Buddha stands smiling at
the spectacle of his statues being
bombed. An earnest reporter

A page of history

has been torn’

By Maneesh Pandey

'W DELHI: For Indian ar-
chaeologists, it was a dark
day. The destruction of the

Bamiyan Buddbas by the puritani-
cal Taliban militia has come as a

to Daulatabad,” says Joshi.
Assessing the loss, Joshi says it’s
not only a blow to the rare pieces
of art but to the history of the land.
“The cosmopolitan culture which
evolved from Bamiyan and be-

has been torn’

By Maneesh Pandey

EW DELHTI: For Indian ar-
Nchaeologists, it was a dark
day. The destruction of the
Bamiyan Buddhas by the puritani-
cal Taliban militia has come as a
personal blow to those whao've
been associated with this country
and it’s rich cultural heritage:
through their writings or as part of
restoration teams involved in pre-
serving them. And they are all
pained to see the ‘Great Teacher’
facing Taliban tanks and rockets.
As M. N. Deshpande, former di-
rector-general (D-G) of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
(ASI), says, “A page of history has
been torn from the
world of civilisation.” .
The veteran archaeol- |
ogist still remembers the
day he went with Atal
Behari Vajpayee (then
external affairs minister)
to hand over the re-
stored Bamiyan Bud-
dhas to the Afghanistan
government. Till today,
he took pride that India
was among the nine for-
eign archaeological mis-
sions stationed there in
the 1960s, and earned
special  appreciation
from the then Afghan
government for restor-
ing their heritage, partic-
ularly the tallest-stand-
ing Bamiyan Buddhas.
“The neighbourly
bond was cemented fur-
ther. It boosted
prospects for cultural
tourism and within a
short span of time, mon
ey started pouring in §
from the tourists,” says }

he recalls those “beauti-
ful days” of Afghan hos-
pitality and the wonder-
ful delicacies that he
savoured.

M. C. Joshi, another
former D-G of ASI, calls
it the “most unfortunate
incident” and a blow to
the UNESCO’s theme
of “global heritage”. He |
questions the Taliban’s L:
interpretation of Islam, and says
the uncultural step by the Taliban
is contradictory to the tenets of Is-
lam. “The Taliban militia has total-
ly ignored the fact that even Islam-
ic invaders like Ghazni or Khalzi
never touched any monument.
They were only against worship-
ping, saying it was un-Islamic. De-
serted temples or monuments were
never touched. That’s why Ellora
survived even after being so close

to Daulatabad,” says Joshi,

Assessing the loss, Joshi says it’s
not only a blow to the rare pieces
of art but to the history of the land.
“The cosmopolitan culture which
evolved from Bamiyan and be-
came an inherent part of the Silk
Route—Jalalabad, Kapisha, Kan-
dahar, Herat and Kabul—having
traits of Indian, Iranian and
Hellinistic traditions will be wiped
off the pages of history.”

S.P. Gupta, chairman of the Indi-
an Archaeological Society, agrees
with Joshi, saying, “It is a loss to hu-
matity, not to a particular country.”
He wonders what he will now teach
on Gandharva art to his students at
the National Museum Institute,

Archaeologists in the neighbour-
hood have also been quick to react.
Senake Bandaranayake, Sri Lan-
ka’s high commissioner in New
Dethi and an archaeologist himself,
still hopes that the international
outcry will yield some fruitful re-
sults. “That will at least help in
restoring some fine specimens of
man-made artefacts and sculptures
for humanity.” [ ]

\
f\_;

asks for a soundbyte, that
supreme form of reductionism.
The Buddha obliges. He says, “It
is by destroying, stilling, stop-
ping, renouncing and abandon-
ing all imaginings, all supposings,
all thoughts of ‘I am the doet
‘Mine is the doer’, all latent '
am’, that a Truth-finder is freed
with no residuum for rebirth
maining...You would like to pos:,
sess something that was perma-
nent, stable, eternal, not hable to
change, that would stand fast like:
unto the eternal. But can you see:
any such possession? Neither
canl.”

10 are these holy
- warriors? ”

"The Taliban: It comprises the Islamic militia of Afghanistan and students
*“of madrassas who became extemists. Today, they’ve captured more thart
two-thirds of Afghanistan, which was in a state of virtual disintegration’
before 1994. ) ’

How they began: In September 1994, the Taliban appeared on the
Afghan political scene, rescuing a Pakistani convoy of 30 trucks heading
for Central Asia.

"' imaging: Neelabh

Donations, drug

money sustain
the Taliban...

...but sanctions, along

January 1995: The Taliban captures the province of Ghazni. '
April 1995: Omar is declared the Amir-ur-Momineen (leader of all
Muslims). ) !
September 1995: The Taliban captures Laghman, Sarobi find Kabul‘af-i
ter Afghan government troops retreat, fearing heavy civilian casualties.
The Taliban kills and hangs former Afghan President Najibullah, along
with his brother, Shahpur Ahmadzai. Sebghatullah Mujadedi, the leader
of the National Islamic Salvation of Afghanistan, supports the Taliban

money suswuit

L 24

the Taliban...

...but sanctions, along
with new laws, like the
toughened British law
that came into force last
month, have put the lid
on Kabul’s activities,
says Mahendra Ved

WO Saudi nationals, car-

rying suitcases full of cur-

rency notes, were about
to sneak into Afghanistan
when they were caught in Pe-
shawar early last month. Pak-
istani authorities did not dis-
close the amount of money
found. But, according to media
reports, it was estimated at $ 1
billion.

One of the two major
sources of funding for the Tal-
iban militia in Afghanistan is
Saudi militant Osama bin
Laden and his outfit, Al Qaida.
Laden finances the regime in
Kabul “to ensure” that he gets
the protection, says a recent
front-paged report in U.S.
News & World Report.

In a land ravaged by war and
internal strife, the other source
of income is drug money. Esti-
mates go upto $ 500 million an-
nually, but the Taliban gets less
than $ 200 million. A good
share of the rest of it goes to
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intel-
ligence, which provides the de-
fences, conducts the military
and other purchases and en-
sures smooth trafficking of the
contraband material.

How much of it is now possi-
ble in the wake of the U.N.-im-
posed sanctions is difficult fo
guess. Without much media at-
tention, international surveil-
lance, in space and on the
ground, has been mounted all
across west, south-west and
Central Asia. Surveilllance
teams have been welcomed
with open arms by Iran, China
and the Central Asian re-
publics. A reluctant player so
far, diplomatic sources say, is
Pakistan.

However, sources say, the
sanctions would have their ef-
fect only over a period. Till
then, they say, the Taliban will
seek to send “angry signals” to
the world like destroying the
Buddha statues near Bamiyan.

What has prompted the Tal-
iban action is still unclear. But
what has made it possible is the
fact that'It was able to recap-
ture Banfiyan city and its sur-
roundings after losing them to
the opposition forces last
month. Since 1998, when the
Taliban captured it, the historic
Bamiyan has changed hands
three times. Their control of the
Bamiyan air base helped con-
solidate their hold.

i i takeover of Kabul. t
with new laWS,. l%ke the October 1995: The Taliban forces people to pray five times a day in
toughened British law Kabul and pass a law saying women should not work. Deputy foreign

that came into force last minister of Afghanistan Abdul Ghafoorzai denounces the Taliban at the

UN.

Muslims).

September 1995: The Taliban captures Laghman, Sarobi and Kabul af-
ter Afghan government troops retreat, fearing heavy civilian casualties.
The Taliban kills and hangs former Afghan President Najibullah, along
with his brother, Shahpur Ahmadzai. Sebghatullah Mujadedi, the leader
of the National Islamic Salvation of Afghanistan, supports the Taliban
takeover of Kabul.

October 1995: The Taliban forces people to pray five times a day in
Kabul and pass a law saying women should not work. Deputy foreign
rll}inister of Afghanistan Abdul Ghafoorzai denounces the Taliban at the

N.

December 1995: Omar tells the Taliban over Kabul Radio to relax its

harsh treatment of people in Kabul.

September 26, 1996: The Taliban takes over Kabul.
Its leader: No leader in the world today is surrounded by as much secre-
¢y and mystery as Mullah Mohammed Omar. Aged 39, he has never been
photographed or met Western diplomats and journalists. He’s also known
as the Amir-ul-Momineen or Commander of the Faithful. A ten-member
interim ruling council or Supreme Shura is the most powerful ruling body
and is based in Kandahar.

The others: The Taliban leadership can boast of being the most dis-
abled in the world today. A leg of Taliban governor of Kandahar Mullah.
Mohammad Hassan is a wooden peg, in the style of Long John Silver, the
pirate in Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island. Hassan lost his leg in
1989 on the Kandahar front, just before Soviet troops began their with-
drawal from Afghanistan. Mullah Omar lost his right eye in 1989 when a
rocket exploded close by. Justice minister Nuruddin Turabi and former
foreign minister Mohammed Ghaus are also one-eyed-Mayor of Kabul
Abdul Majid has a leg and two fingers missing.

Other leaders, including military commanders, have similar disabilities.
The Taliban’s wounds are a constant reminder of 20 years of war, which
has killed over 1.5 million people and devastated the country. ]

P. M. Shirodkar
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;‘(”.:: The destruction o
nhe Bamiyan Buddhas
u was a deliberate act
. of vandalism by the
¢ Taliban to provoke
¢ the international
community, says
B. MURALIDHAR
i REDDY.

' HE TALIBAN is back in
the news. [t threatened to
destroy all statues in Af-

ghanistan including the
famous Bamiyan Buddhas. And,
despite worldwide protests, it did.

‘Operation history demolition’
began on Thursday following a
decree by the Taliban supremo,
Mullah Mohammad Omar, last
Monday. The order declared the
statues, including the world’s tal-
iest standing Buddha, as insulting
to Islam. This logic is a reflection
of the bigotry and medieval mind-
set of the Taliban. The whole
world, including Pakistan, tried in
vain to impress upon the zealots
that the decree turns the spirit of
tolerance enjoined upon by Islam
on its head.

“Because God is one God and
these statues are there to be wor-
shipped and that is wrong. They
should be destroyed so that they
are not worshipped now or in the
future,” read the decree.

This is not the first time the Ta-
liban has shaken the conscience
of the world. There have been de-
crees galore in the past, particu-
larly related to women, that
disturbed the world community.
Remember the punishment met-
ed out to a football team from Pa-

-kistan. The players were sent back
with their heads shaven for wear-
ing shorts — supposedly un-Is-
lamic conduct. But the latest
decree clearly takes the cake.

It was a deliberate and calculat-
ed act of vandalism by the Taliban
to provoke the international com-
munity. Perhaps it was intended
to convey to the world the ‘nuji-
sance value’' of the regime that
claims to control 95 per cent of
Afghanistan. May be it was the
Taliban's revenge for the addi-
tional sanctions imposed by the
United Nations Security Council.
And what a revenge!

The timing seems to suggest
that the Taliban wanted to send
out a clear signal of its utter con-
tempt for world opinion. The de-
cree came when an international
delegation was in Kabul seeking

| assurances about the preserva-

tion of Afghanistan’s heritage.

The delegation, consisting of the

ltalian and Greek Ambassadors
based in Islamabad and members
of the Islamabad-based Society
for the Preservation of Afghanis-
tan’s Cultural Heritage, had gone
there in the wake of reports in the
press that priceless artifacts in the
Kabul museum faced serious
threat of ruin. Much of the mu-
seum suffered in the civil war in
Afghanistan after the Soviets beat
a retreat. Archaeologists were
concerned over reports that many
of the artifacts were stolen and
sold in the open market.

The delegation was assured by
the Taliban Information and Cul-
ture Minister, Qudratullah Jalam,
that the reports about the state of
the Kabul museum were baseless
propaganda. And then came the
bombshell from Mullah Omar.
The most famous are the two an-
cient Buddha statues carved into
a sandstone mountain in central
Bamiyan province. They stand
175 and 114 feet tall and date back
to the second century A.D.

Passionate appeals from all
over the world to spare them had

A\
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no impact onithe Taliban. The
condemnation of the decree and
the request made by the United
Nations Secretary, Mr. Kofi An-
nan, only evoked a typical re-
sponse from the Taliban Foreign
Minister, Mr. Muttawakil. “You
who have lived in Afghanistan,
have you ever seen any decision
of the Islamic Emirate reversed?”’

The diplomatic community in
Islamabad led by Sri Lanka made
frantic efforts to prevail upon the
Taliban to re-think. First the dip-
lomats explored the option of tak-
ing up the matter with the
military regime in Pakistan in the
hope that it would persuade Ka-
bul to respect the international
sentiment. When Islamabad
threw up its hands, some directly
approached the Afghanistan mis-
sion despite the fact that they
have no diplomatic relations with
the Taliban. Not only did the Tali-
ban Ambassador defend the de-
cree of Mullah Omar as
irreversible but he also wondered
why destruction of mere ‘statues’
made of stone should be a matter

T - —

acred heritage

of ﬂph‘br"east—beatingl‘he Tali-
ban Ambussador reportedly asked
the diplomats why such passion
was missing in the international
cominunity over the deaths of in-
nocent people in Afghanistan on
account of sanctions and
drought.

Indeed a valid question. But
does not the same logic hold good
for the Taliban regime. The very
fact that its leadership is busy in
issuing decrees to destroy statues
at a juncture when millions of
people are suffering for want of
basic necessities speaks volumes
for its priorities.

The whole episode also brings
into sharp focus the debate on the
merits of the policy of isolation of
the Taliban regime. Have the
sanctions helped in taming the
Taliban? Or have they only made
it dig in? Is there a point in Pakis-
tan's contention that “engage-
ment rather than isolation’' is the
best way to deal with a regime
that by hook or by crook controls
95 per cent of Afghanistan? There
are no easy answers.




HE Taliban is havmg
fun. Mullah Moham-
med Omar has just
dered destruction of all sta-
es in Afghanistan, inclu-
ng the giant, world herit-
s¢ Buddhas at Bamiyan,
>spite the protests from
nesco in Paris. This is a

. ctash of civilisations with a
; backward deplacement in

- time by about 12 centuries:
: the Taliban’s world is full of

. infidels and idel-worship-

. pers,

casting their dark

. shadow on the True Faith.
. It’s going to be boring talking
. about this unless we can
i expand the argument a little
. and say that what we have
. here, in Afghanistan, but
. also in many other parts of

the wqrld, including India, is
a clash between, grosso
modo, two orders of know-
ledge that are determined

- not just by religion, but by

wholly modern factors such
as economic inequality and
the lack of opportunity that

| is concomitant with it.

' deprived, which is what' the .

The grievances of the

Taliban essentially are, in a
broad sense, because they

. are poor Pashtun farmers of
' the south, pitted against the

- relatively more

socially

- advanced Uzbeks, Tajiks and
* Shias of the north, cannot be

understood in terms of poli-
tics and economics. Because,
ultimately, in a modern
world, all power structures
are knowledge-based: know-
ledge is power. What the
Taliban contests, through the

. brand of Islam that it pro-

The author is Senior Leader

Writer, The Statesman.

agates is the liberal-demo-
atic world’s claim to moral
syperiority — civil liberties,
rights of women — whereas,
in \the Taliban’s understan-
ding, this moral superiority
1s just a camouflage for mili-
tary and economic might.
The Taliban is right and
wrong at the same time: the
values of Western civilisation
are not always upheld by
those who project the power

By SOUMITRO DAS

decai Lippman (Rabbi Meir
Kahane?) in Philip Roth’s
novel The Counterlife: why is
it, he asks, that Jewish intel-
lectuals in Jerusalem are
ready to espouse the Arab
point of view, while no Arab
intellectual is ever heard
defending the

Taliban, which is political in
nature, is readily translated
into gestures of defiance
against what we may call the
Western understanding of
the world. For the simple
reason that the Taliban’s
own power is based, like all
power, on its own
understanding of the world,

Israeli point of . =2

view? The reason, |

The Taliban is effectively
isolated, evicted from most
Western capitals and under

quasi-universal opprobrium. It
has nothing to lose

necessary to preserve them,
that is just the way it is. One
could argue, similarly, that
the idea that the British
represented was much bigger
and stronger than could be
understood from the actions
of individual Englishmen in
India. This is a contradiction
that we do not need to ex-
plain here, except to say that
the relationship between
power and the ideals of a
particular civilisation is nei-
ther symmetrical nor harmo-
nious, which is why the West
harbours such large commu-
nities of dissidents at all
times.

This is a view of the world
that is beyond the compre-
hension of the Taliban. One
is reminded of the right-wing
West Bank demagogue, Mor-

he says, is that
Islam is not a

religion of doubt.

Our contention is that
doubt begins to exist only
beyond a certain cultural

threshold when modernistic

influences begin to break
traditions of unquestioning
obedience and unquestioning
acceptance. The Israelis,
European Jews and their
descendants, are obviously
far ahead of their neighbours
in this respect, which is one
reason why they have better
guns and planes and radars,
better tactical skills as well,
the other reason being the
Jewish lobby in the United
States.

With the result that a
challenge, such as the one
thrown at the West by the

derived from the Koran and
from Islamic law. Of course,
one could say that another
gesture could be found. But
the destruction of the

" Buddhas of Bamiyan is a

particularly spectacular one,
just as the destruction of
the Babari Masjid was, in
India.

Nirad Chaudhuri and VS8
Naipaul have said this be-
fore: this particular mass
action reflects the reawake-
ning of a historical conscious-
ness among North Indian
Hindus. This is correct, but
they did not specify what
kind of histerical conscious-
ness we are dealing with
here. We tried to argue,
elsewhere, of the attempts to

ﬁ{order tp destroy statues in Afghanistaﬁ is a clash of civilisations whereby the Taliban's
world is full of infidels casting their dark shadow on the True Faith

OWING UP BUDDHAS

saffronise the historical re- !
search establishment in this

country, that the limited
spread of education in the
Hindi heartland has given :
rise to some kind of a mass |
historical awareness, that is |
rooted in oral traditions, that
has nothing to do with the !
methods of history scholar-
ship, which has its represen- ?,
tatives in politics and is now :

making claims on the domain
of written hlstory, agamst

what it perceives to be a:

biased elite. It is a system of |

belief rejecting its own re-

pudiation by formal scholar-

ship, fighting back to retain

its relevance in a world that

is implacably hostile.

The Taliban is under no
such compulsion, it is in
effective control of two-thirds
of Afghanistan. Therefore, its
methods are bound to be
more primitive, cruder, a
more direct expression of
what it thinks the world
should be like. Political fact-
ors are not missing in this
decision to destroy statues.
The Taliban is effectively iso-
lated, under a United Nat-
ions sanctions regime, evic-
ted from, most Western capi-
tals and under quasi-univer-
sal opprobrium. It has noth-
ing to lose.

One has to understand the
mind of these peasants.
Blowing up 2000-year-old
Buddhas, which the rest of
the world considers to be
priceless historical artefacts,
is their way of telling the
world that they are not
intimidated by its judgement
of their regime. It is a poli-
tical gesture. Although an
empty and thoughtless one.
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Vandalism gives ex-ASI.
chief sleepless nigh

YOGESH KUMAR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE | [ \/\
NEW DELHI, March 3. — From the land of
Buddha, he went to Bamiyan in Afghanistan
to preserve Buddhist cultural heritage. After
nine years of blood, sweat

Sengupta was mesmerised by thep\' sight
of the statues when he landed at Bamjyan in
the summers of 1969. “I had never seen such
giant statues in my life. The restoration work
was also very challenging,” he recalled.

Dr Sengupta was heading a special ASI team
entrusted with the responsi-

and tears, his dream now
has been shattered by a fun-
damentalist organisaton.

¥ Tallban destroy Buddha
statues, page 12 i

bility of conserving the fourth
tallest Buddb~ < atute ia it
world. “I lived close to those

As the international com-
munity continues to express its pain and an-
ger aver the demolition of two historic Buddha
statues at Bamiyan by the Taliban militia
men, former director, Archaeological Survey of
India, Dr R Sengupta could not sleep after the
“mindless vandalism of Taliban forces.” He is
one of those very few who had quietly gpent
nine years to conserve these statues.

“I am deeply shocked even at the thought of
demolition of the Buddha statues at Bamiy-
an. I am so attached to these statues that any
damage to them is a personal loss to me,”

aid Dr Sengupta.

As a young and energetic archaeologist, Dr

EAR

e

towering Buddha statues for
nine working years to conserve them and their
demolition deeply pains,” said Dr Sengupta.
“There is no possibility of preserving them for
future because as these statues are carved on
rocks and it is impossible to shift them to any
other place”.

Dr Sengupta fondly recollects his days in
Bamiyan. “In the first week of May 1969, I
reached Kabul and after another eight hours
of journey I reached Bamiyan situated on the
foothills of Hindukush Valley at an altitude
of 8000 metres. “It was painful to see ghose

B See TALIBAN: page 10 /
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B World watches aghast as fanatlcs strike at ancnent heritage

AGENCIES
KABUL, MAR 2 QS’} 5
FGHANISTAN’ S anci
Buddha statues in cen
iyan province came
under a barrage of rocket and tank
fire from the ruling Taliban militia
today as the world watched in hor-
TOr.

Taliban and opposition officials
‘said militia fighters were attacking
the two giant stone Buddhas, esti-
mated to have been built between
the second and fifth centuries AD,
with rockets, tanks and even auto-
maticrifies. .

“They ‘have started attacking
the Buddhas with guns and tank
shells - with-whatever arms they
are carrying,” a militia source said,
declining to be named. “People are
firing at them out of their own sen-
timents.” .

Fatanical Thliban soldiers yes-
terday started destroying all stat-
ues throughout the country in
compliance with a decree issued
Monday by Supreme Leader
Mulla Mohammad Omar.

Omar said the decision was in
line with a fatwa from local Islamic
clerics designed to prevent the
worshipping of “false idols.”

The militia had also started ac-
cumulating explosives around the
two Buddhas, a report said today,
but it appears local commanders
were taking matters into their own
hands before the statues could be

i CYNOSURE OF HATRED: A 53-mefre-high Buddha which is being targeted by the Taliban, looks out over a
small town in the heart of the Hindu Kushmountains in Bamiyan valley —Reuters ’

dynamited. Explosives had been
brought to Bamiyan from sur-
rounding areas, the scene of heavy
fighting recently, the Afghan Is-
lamic Press reported.

Meanwhile, the chief of the
UN’s political wing in Afghanistan
haswarned the Taliban againstcar-
rying out demolition of ancient
Buddha statues, saying the militia’s
move would provoke mtematlondl
outrage.

UN Special Mission to

NDIAN EXPCEDE

3 MAR 2001

Afghanistan Chief Francesc Ven- |
drell discussed the Taliban’s edict
calling for the destruction of all
pre-Islamic statues and shrines
with the militia’s Foreign Minister [
‘Wakil Mohammad Muttawakil. |
“Voicing UN Secretary-Gen- |
eral Kofi Annan’s strong concemn |
about the edict, Vendrell asked the |
Taliban not to carry it out and |
warned that if implemented, it | l
would provoke international out-
rage,” aUN spokesman said. //L



-

THE ANARC IHC C)UTRAGh by the barbaric Tali-
ban ‘rulers’ of Afghanistan in seeking to obliter-
ate the country’s ancient cultural heritage, in the
name of religious rectitude, is a crude affront to
basic civilisational decency. It is also a self-in-
criminating disaster for the Taliban whose alien-
ation on the global stage will only intensify. Of
crass intolerance and insensitivity is the political
edict that the Taliban’s spiritual leader, Mullah
Mohammed Omar, issued so as to rewrite the
Afghan history. He has fervently exhorted his fol-
lowers to destroy the substance and ‘spirit’ of
their priceless cultural relics, including in partic-
ular the celebrated statues of the Buddha in the
Bamiyan province. The avalanche of internation-

; al appeals for sanity has had no salutary effect on

the Taliban. which is reported to be aghast in-
stead that there must be so much concern over
“stone figures” and not about the economic
plight of the Afghan people. For nearly four years
now, the Taliban's legitimacy as the governing
entity in Kabul has remained unrecognised by
the larger international community. The reason
has much to do with the strange alchemy of the
Taliban’s principles of ‘governance’: a mixture of
one-faction politics and perceived ‘religious’ in-
junctions. Yet, it is not impossible for the global
community to separate the issues at stake — the
secular question of protecting mankind’s cultural
heritage and the Afghan-specific puzzle relating
to the Taliban’s ‘crusading’ zeal as the unrivalled
Islamic fundamentalist outfit. In fact, it is not
altogether unlikely that the reclusive Mullah
Omar may have calculated that the global com-
munity’s inevitable concern over his new fiat
could give an alienated Taliban just the opening
for an engagement which has been eluding it in
its dealings with the outside world. But the in-
ternational community has, by refusing to ap-
pease the Taliban, nullified any such gameplan.

The Taliban's domestic policy has hurtled
Afghanistan towards the position of a failed state.
Having first broken the political grip over Kabul

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2001

S \\“’ﬁ BARBARIC TALIBAN
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X
by Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani and hys anti-com-
munist ‘mujahideen’ allies, the Taliban has only
managed to foist a destabilising ‘religious’ code
on Afghanistan’s multi-ethnic society. Unseemly
and unprofitable is the Taliban’s governing agen-
da of turning its back on modernity — the aboli-
tion of television as also photography, besides
the imposition of codes about dress as also ap-
pearance in regard to men and women, not to
mention the ‘religious’ diktat against even ele-
mentary education for the female population.
The Taliban’s ‘governance’-charter is rightly seen
by most sections of the global society as a puta-
tive interpretation of some period-specific and
purported Islamic practices. Arguably, however,
these aspects of a ‘Talibanised order’ inside Af-
ghanistan impinge on its intrinsic internal juris-
diction, except insofar as universal human rights
can be shown to be at stake. Yet, the protection of
humanity’s cultural heritage, a task not neglected
by key Muslim-majority states with a rich history
predating Islam, is a legitimate international
concern in regard to Afghanistan.

Formidable are the many challenges before
the Taliban, originally an externally-sponsored
group with an anti-communist bias and also an
anti-‘mujahideen’ pedigree. Having emerged as
an alternative to the ‘mujahideen’ groups that
interminably squabbled for power in the wake of
the Soviet pullout from Afghanistan, the Taliban
seems to suffer from a peculiar sense of depriva-
tion at finding itself being sidelined by the in-
ternational community. But Mullah Omar’s
isolation, reflected at present by the U.N. sanc-
tions on the Taliban, has been caused, in part, by
its refusal to be transparent about its ‘guest’ —
Osama bin Laden, the alleged mastermind be-
hind the perceived plans for an inter-continental
‘holy crusade’ against the non-Islamic world. The
current Kabul ‘regime’ has either guided or al-
lowed ‘jihad’ groups, mcludl those operating
in Jammu and Kashmlr erive inspiration
from the Taliban’s ‘guest /
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" _nfile photo of the 53-metre tall, 2000- year-old Buddha statue in Bamiyan,
- 150 km from Kabul, in Afghanistan. — AP

“Taliban axe falls o

KABUL, MARCH 1. Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban militia
said today that they had started destroying all statu-
es in the country, including the world’s tallest stand-
ing Buddha in the central province of Bamiyan.

“The work started about five hours ago but I do
not know how much of it (the Bamiyan Buddhas)
has been destroyed,” the Taliban Information and
Culture Minister, Mr. Qudratullah Jamal, told AFP.
“It will be destroyed by every means. All statues are
being destroyed.” He said Taliban soldiers were also
wrecking ancient statues in the Kabul museum and
elsewhere in the provinces of Ghazni, Herat, Jalala-
bad and Kandahar.

An edict announced on Monday by the militia’s
supreme leader, Mulla Mohammad Omar, calling
for the destruction of all statues in line with “Islam-
ic” laws, has caused shock around the world.

n Buddha statues

e two massive Bamiyan Buddhas, carved into a |
sandstone cliff near the provincial capital in central |
Afghanistan, stand 50m and 34.5m tall and date
back to around the second century. ). f:()?

Appeals for their preservation have com m the
United States, France, Thailand, Japan, §ri Lanka,
Iran and the U.N. Secretary-General, Mr.\Kofi An-
nan. Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, chief of the U.N. Educa-
tional, = Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), said their destruction would be a “real
cultural disaster that will cause irreparable harm to
a heritage of exceptional universal value.”

But Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister, Mr. Wakil Ah-
mad Mutawakel, said the edict was irreversible.
“Have you ever seen any decision of the Islamic
Emirate (Taliban) reversed,” he asked. — AFP

Protest in India: Page 13 J
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“order to destroy statues

A’

KABUL, Feb. 27. - The Taliban
militia leader in Afghanistan
today shrugged off internation-
al condemnation of his order to
destroy ancient Buddhist stat-
ues.
“All we are breaking are
stones,” Mulla Mohammad
Omar told the Pakistan-based
Afghan Islamic Press. The or-
der to destroy all statues in Af-
ghanistan, including those
from the country’s pre-Islamic
history, was in line with “Isla-
mic” beliefs, he said.
“According to Islam, I dont
worry about anything. My job
is the implémentation of Islam-
ic order,” he said from the mili-
tia’s stronghold in southern
Kandahar.
The order, announced late yes-
terday on the official Taliban’s
Radio Shariat, said: “All stat-
ues remaining in‘various parts
of the country must be broken
... They represent gods of infi-
dels. Only Allah, the Almighty,
deserves to be worshipped, not
anyone or anything else.” The
ministry of information and
culture and the religious police
would carry out the destruc-
tion, the broadcast added.

The decree has drawn imme-
diate criticism from Unesco,
which demanded the Taliban

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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Taliban leaders have ordered the destruction of this 2,000-year-old Buddha
statue the world s tallest m Bamyan, 15|] km west of Kahul - AP!PTI

“halt the
(Afghanistan’s) cultural herit-
age.” Archaeologists too have
expressed concern for the coun-
try’s best-known archaeological
site — two massive Buddhas
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destruction ¢f

hewn from cliffs in Bamiyan
that pre date the arrival of Is-
lam in Afghanistan. The head

tured Bamiyan.
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" Taliban at war with statue

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 27. Afghanistan’s
ruling Taliban today vowed to de-
stroy all statues from the coun-
try’s rich cultural past, declaring
that the world-famous sculptures
are un-Islamic. The first targets
could be the collection of the Na-
tional Museum in Kabul — al-
ready suspected of being
vandalised — and Afghanistan’s
best-known archaeological site,
the two towering Buddhas carved
into a cliff face at Bamiyan.

“There is a decision of religious
scholars on this matter, this will
be implemented — for sure,”
Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, the
Taliban ambassador in Pakistan,
said after reading out the formal
decree ordering the destruction.

Mr. Zaeef dismissed criticism
by the United Nations — which
has placed the Bamiyan statues
on its list of world heritage monu-
ments — as interference in an in-
ternal affair and the Taliban’s
religious beliefs. He said the ac-
tion was necessary to ensure no
one worshipped a statue. The Pa-
kistan-based Afghan Islamic Press
‘quoted Taliban leader, Mullah
Mohammed Omar, as being un-
yielding about protests: “I don’t
care about anything else but Is-
fam.”

Ms. Zaeef read a statement sent
from the Taliban headquarters in
the southern Afghan city of Kan-
dahar after the decision of a reli-
gious committee ordering the
“smashing of all statues. “Even if
the pieces of the destroyed statu-
es made of gems, stones and met-
al can be of value to its owner,
these remaining parts should also
be smashed,” said Mr. Zaeef.

The first news of the attack on
statues came on Monday in an
announcement by th
radio that Mr. O
the destructiopr®f all statues. The

An undated file picture of the 53-metre, 2000-year-old statue of

the Buddha located in Bamiyan, 150 km west of Kabul, whose
destruction Afghanistan’s hardline Taliban ordered on Monday.
The world’s tallest standing Buddha statue has already been
damaged in fighting. — AP

Paris-based United Nations edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation immediately urged

all concerned, especially Afghans,
to “‘stop the destruction of their
cultural heritage’.
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“Situated at a crossroads of the
ancient silk routes, Afghanistan
enjoys a unique cultural heritage
marked by multiple influences
from Persia, Greece, Hinduism,
Buddhism and Islam,” UNESCO
said. But Mr. Zaeef said the de-
struction of statues, including
those in Bamiyan that soar 53
metres (178 feet) and 38 metres
(125 feet) respectively, would
eliminate only “a small percent-
age” of the country’s heritage.

Most statues date from nearly
2,000 years ago, when Afghanis-
tan was a centre of Buddhist
learning and pilgrimage. They
were largely untouched for more
than a millennium after the arriv-
al of Istam, surviving even the on-
slaughts of Genghis Khan in the
13th century and Tamerlane in
the 14th century. — Reuters

An assault on
heritage: India
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. India today
condemned the decree issued by
the Taliban regime to destroy all
statues in Afghanistan.

According to an External Affairs
Ministry statement, these relics
including the Bamiyan Buddhas
stand witness to the pride of the
Afghan people.

“The Taliban edict constitutes
an assault not only on the Afghan
tradition but also on the common
heritage of humankind.”

The decree issued by Mullah
Omar *‘profiles the Taliban’s nar-
row and obscurantist ideologies.”
The statement recalls the Tali-
ban’s 1988 decree which required
that Afghan nationals who pro-
fessed faith in the Hindu religion
wear a distinctive piece of cloth
and mark to be easily distin-
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/ﬁﬁban denial/
on Ladend
hand-over

A
KABUL, Feb. 20. A TAliban
officials today denied reports
that they were set to hand over
alleged terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden to Saudi
Arabia for trial.

“This is totally untrue. The
Islamic Emirate policy on
Osama has not changed,” said

dul Hanan Hemat, chief of
official Bakhtar news agency.

A Pakistani newspaper on

onday quoted a “high-level”

ut unnamed source as saying
Taliban supreme leader Mulla
Mohammad Ocmar made the
offer to visiting Pakistani inte-
rior minister Moinuddin
Haider earlier this month.

But Hemat said Bin Laden
was not discussed during Mr
Haider’s two-day visit, which
focused on Islamabad’s request
for the extradition of 60
Pakistani fugitives. — AFP
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Taliban massacred

300 civilians:

* New York, February 19 ‘(,ZU
Ry

US-BASED human rights organisa-
A;ion has alleged that Afghanistan's

uling Taliban militia massacred
mote than 300 civilians last month and
demanded an immediate inquiry by the
United Nations.

\ QC((GPOSSible, be
< x

pears," the group said.

"A prompt and {thorough investigation
could deter further killings of the civilians,”
Sidney Jones, HRW Director for Asia, said.

The international focus on Afghanistan in
recent months has almost exclusively been
on the Taliban's reported sup-

The Human Rights Watch
(HRW), in a report made
public today, said the Taliban
detained over 300 Shiite
Muslims. including
members  of humanitarian
organisations, in Bamiyan
province and herded them to
district  assembly  points
where they were shot dead by
firing squads.

The killings took place

‘The killings were
part of a pattern of
staff - efforts to intimidate
the minority popula-

tion and to deter
them from support-

ing the opposition’

port for terrorism abroad. But
the same should be directed -
to stop Killings of civilians in
Afghanistan, Jones said.
United  Nations  High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Mary Robinson on
Friday last called for the
establishment of an indepen-
dent commission of inquiry
into human rights abuse.
UN's Asma Jehangir said

between January § and 12; it
said quoting eyewitnesses.

The killings, the HRW said, were part of a
pattern of efforts to intimidate the minority
population and to deter them from support-
ing the opposition alliance. Independent
observers and the UN have confirmed the
massacre. The HRW urged speedy action by
UN;, accusing the giobal body of failing to
hold both sides in Afghan civil war.

"It is critical that wne investigation be con-
tucted by a small expert team as quickly as

she was deeply concerned
"over continuing reports of
massacres and extrajudicial executions in
Afghanistan.” "At least two mass-grave sites
have allegedly been identified by the local
population.”

Jehangir said she also had reports of tor-
ture and summary execution of prisoners
being held by opposition leader Ahmed

Shah Masood. "Such atrocities require th
immediate attention of the internatignél
community,” she said. PTI)




“Situation in Afghanistan

disturbing:

By B. Muralidhar Reddy HD ,(/);}e[rltionsk/[r.

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 16. A senior offi-
vial of the United Nations (U.N.)
has said after a tour of Aghanistan
that the situation there continues
0 be extremely disturbing despite
the emergency relief measures in
the last few days and appealed to
the world community to respond
generously to help the displaced
people.
The Under Secretary General of
- the U.N., Mr. Kenzo Oshima, told
| o news conference here that the
sheer scale of the crisis made it
impossible for Afghans and aid
agencies to overcome the situa-
tion on their own. “In my report
to the U.N. Secretary General, 1
pledge to do the necessary to raise
awarencess of the situation”.

Mr. Oshima has been specially
deputed by the U.N. Secretary
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, to visit
Afghanistan and Pakistan for a
first hand assessment of the plight
of the displaced persons. In the
course of his visit to Afghanistan
he visited several refugee camps
including those in Heart where on
the night of January 29 in one of
the camps over 100 people per-
ished due to extreme cold.

Mr. Oshima said he met repre-
sentatives of the Taliban and the
opposition Northern Alliance and

i impressed upon them on the
i need to stop fighting and to take
i care of the needs of the people. “I
. urged the Taliban authorities to
© provide better environment for
the aid agencies engaged in relief
operations’’.
i In response to a question on the
fresh sanctions imposed by the
LN, and their impact on relief

UN official

shima conceded
that the sanctiohs had made the
task of humanigarian assistance
difficult. Mr. Oshima would de-
vote some space in his report on
the impact of the sanctions on the
people of Afghanistan.

On the decision of the Taliban
government to close down the of-
fice of the U.N. Special Mission
on Afghanistan, Mr. Oshima said
that the Taliban authorities had |
agreed in principle to let the U.N.
function. The Taliban had or-

dered closure of the U.N. office in
retaliation to the decision of the
U.S. to close down the Taliban of-
fice in New York.

Mr. Oshima would be in %
Delhi tomorrow to discuss with

the Indian government about the

situation arising out of the earth-
quake in Gujarat apd the relief .
and rehabilitgtifn  measures

launched..

Ingfan investor tops
Forbes’ Midas list

NEW YORK, FEB. 16. India-born bil-
lionaire venture capitalist and
founder of Sun Microsystems Mr.
Vinod Khosla, has topped the
Midas list of investors, compiled
by the prestigious US financial
magazine, Forbes International.

Forty-six year old Mr. Khosla
had raked in $ 15 billion by in-
vesting in about half- a- dozen '
makers of breakthrough Telecom
gear. Mr. Khosla, Forbes says,has
made a career of determining
which companies will thrive and
that none is shrewder than him in
the field. — PTI
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 14. The United States b; a
that it will take into account the views of the United
Nations on the closure of the Taliban office in New
York. The State Department spokesman, Mr. Richard
Boucher, conveyed views to this effect as talks began
in Washington between Mr. Francesc Vendrell, the
U.N. Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Afghan-
istan and senior officials of the Bush administration.
Officials in Washington maintain that Mr. Ven-
drell’s visit had been previously scheduled, but the
fact remains that last week's decision of the adminis-
tration to shut down the Taliban’s office in New York
and reviewing the visa status of Mr. Abdul Hakeem
Mujahid has pushed this issue to the forefront.

The Taliban has made no bones of the fact that
there will be a political/diplomatic price to pay for
shutting down its operations, which is liaising with
the U.N. Publicly, officials at the U.N. have said little
on the Bush administration’s latest decision, but pri-
vately many here take the view that this will most

Taliban issue

(—-—_—-
certainly complicate the process, not just on the hu-
manitarian front but on the peace process itself.

At least one American diplomat here has said that
there will be no change in the United States’ position
— the Taliban office would have to be closed, re-
marked Ms Nancy Soderberg, the U.S. envoy. But
that remark has left the possibility of Washington
and the U.N. meeting each other half way. That is,
while the office will be shut down, the Taliban repre-
sentative could stay on. “Obviously, we will be listen-
ing to Mr. Vendrell's views and concerns”, Mr.
Boucher remarked. _

Mr. Vendrell is meeting senior officials of the Bush
administration that include the Acting Assistant Sec-
retary of State for South Asia, Mr. Alan Eastham, and
officials in charge of Counter-Terrorism. The Special
Envoy of the U.N. Secretary General has expressed
the hope that a way will be found to keep the Taliban
delegate in New York. If the Taliban shuts down the
U.N. office in Afghanistan that would “ constitute an-
other handicap in the work that we are trying to do
on the peace front”’, Mr. Vendrell has maintained.
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/QEDIEVAL REGIME

p ,}o Without a future

T seem$ the Taliban, which has been described as a

“medieval, narcotics producmg country” by the sedyretary of
the Russian Security Council, is feeling the interjational
heat. The UN Security Council recently passed A fresh
resolution, China and Malaysia abstaining, that imposes an
arms and travel embargo on Afghanistan, while calling upon
the Taliban to close its terrorist training camps and hand
Osama bin Laden over — to whom it doesn’t say, but probably
the United States, the party most recently aggrieved. As
Ahmed Shah Masood, fighting a lone battle against the
militia, said in an interview, unless the embargo is respected
by Pakistan, it has little meaning. It is a well-known fact that
Pakistani regular troops man the Taliban’s Migs, AN-12
transport aircraft as well as its long range guns and that
without their superior tactical skills, the student militia
would have had little chance of taking the country by storm.
So, unless the embargo works on the Pakistani side of the
Afghan border, the Taliban are going to be safe, albeit

- extremely and precariously dependent.

The heat is probably being felt in terms of the economy.
Ariana is already out of operation, the limited trade with the
Gulf has come to a halt. There is a drought which has driven
thousands of Afghans into Pakistan as refugees. There are
shortages of essential items, while the latest UN resolution
has led to the withdrawal of the skeleton UN relief staff from
Kabul. Except for the south, the country is surrounded by
hostile neighbours. Outside the region, moral and financial
succour is provided by Saudi Arabia and the UAE, although
it is true that the OIC invited the Taliban to its last session.
In fact, many Arab countries, like Egypt and Algeria have
even less reason to love the hardline Afghan Islamists, since
their own terrorists are inspired and manned by Afghan war
veterans and financed by Osama bin Laden and the
consortium behind him. This feeling of utter isolation has
heightened the Taliban’s sense of insecurity, especially since
no great Islamist revival is in the offing in Central Asia —
regimes are digging in their heels and Russia is offering them
whatever they need. This may be the reason for the step down
on the bin Laden issue. The Taliban offers to send bin Laden
to a third country in exchange for recognition by the US. This
is a laughable proposition, gas pipeline notwithstanding — i
any case, what kind of security can a hardline Islamic regime
provide to the leader of the free world? The demand for
recognition indicates that the Taliban understands that it
cannot be a credible regime for long only as a surrogate or an
appendage, especially since the relationship promotes the
same dementia in Pakistan where the sgcigl and political
picture is vastly different and may brigg/about a critical
reappraisal of the Afghan adventure.

PARTY VS PARTY

Meanwhile, more pie in the sky

PARTIES ‘and politics in the Mughal court was a symptom
of the empire’s terminal decline. In Bengal, the party
keeps the hoi-polloi guessing on whether it will spawn more
outfits in the run-up to elections 2001. Subhas Chakraborty
doesn’t seem to be inclined to rock the boat just yet.
Nevertheless, it seems amazing that the dissident leader

could fly no less than three trial ballogns in the course of his |

meeting with Buddhadev Bhattachdrya. For the transport

courtesy a government thaycan’t dredge canals or even carpet
roads properly. There is g4so the awesome prospect of a Rs 60-
crore flyover connectipg Vivekananda Road with Howrah

sighs than bridges
is yet to get off

d flyovers. Literally, the one at Gariahat
e ground. The Mullickbazar and Maulali

projects have bgen dropped, fearing a major dislocation of .
basic services. And to use the language of understatement,
the Japanese fconsultants aren’t happy with the quality or

even the pacd of construction. The Rs 80-crore third promise
— a pedestrian plaza linking Sealdah with BBD Bagh -
deserves to be laughed out of court given traffic conditions.
Nor for that matter is it Subhas’s idea. A scheme, mooted by
the police in the early eighties, is sought to be revived.

How does the government propose to generate resources?
Further, any attempt to bring the city under the pickaxe
almost invariably aggravates lumpenisation of urban
development. The least that was expected of the minister,
post-1996 polls, was an improvement in state bus services.
On the contrary, there has been a drastic curtailment in the
number routes and vehicles — with promises of air-
conditiopéd trams and trolleys thrown in for comic relief. The
commyfer can well do without more pie in the sky.

bridge. Over the past/year, the city has been treated to more :

b~ =
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Osama ‘trial b e
. . A

Muslim judges’ 1
pusal, FEB. 8. Pakistan’s military
ruler, General Pervez Musharraf,
was today quoted as saying that
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban
might agree to hand over the
Saudi dissident, Osama bin La-
den, for trial by Islamic judges in

a Muslim country. "

Gen. Musharraf ma s com-
ments in an interview published
in Arabic by Al-Khaleej, a news-
paper in the United Arab Emir-
ates. He said the Taliban would
never hand over Osama to the
U.S., which wants to try him for
allegedly blowing up its embas-
sies in East Africa.

“Let me tell you that the Tali-
ban want to see a solution for
this issue, but the question is
how. The Taliban are ready for
dialogue and in my opinion, a so-
lution should be discussed real-
istically in a way that brings
together the two extreme posi-
tions,” he said. “The U.S. is de-
manding that Osama be handed
over to it... But this is impossible

and the Taliban will never hand
him over.” — Reuters |
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-~ U.S. to send
emergency ai
to Afghanistan |

By Sridhar Krishnaswa"}ao

WASHINGTON, FEB. 7. Fearing a dete-

rioration of the humanitarian crisis

in Afghanistan either by way of a

major refugee migration or a major

famine, the Bush administration
has decided to send emergency as-
sistance to that country. ‘... The in-
ternational community has begun

a response but the response is no-

where near meeting the need. So
| we are very concerned about the
i impact of this drought,” says Mr.
i Leonard Rogers, acting Assistant
i Administrator for Humanitarian
i Response of the U.S. Agency for In-
. ternational Development (USAID).

Two airlifts have been sched-
uled, one to Herat in Afghanistan
and the other to Pakistan to meet
the needs of the recently arrived
refugees. The United Nations has
estimated that about 80,000 inter-
nally displaced persons are in
camps outside of Herat and being
subjected to sub-zero temper-
atures. The USAID has said its re-
lief flights carrying tents, blankets,
. water jugs and medical supplies
are valued at around $500,000. In
addition, the USAID is providing
$50,000 to the International Rescue
Committee to purchase essential
items locally. In Afghanistan the
assistance will be distributed by
personnel working for the U.N.

USAID has said it is providing $2
million to two non-government or-
ganisations working in Afghanistan
— Save the Children and Mercy
Corps International — to provide
for basic heating and cooking sup-
plies. The State Department has
comtributed $1 million to the Unit-

d Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees to provide assistance to
the victims of the Afghan conflict.
The U.S. is the largest single donor
of humanitarian aid to Afghanis-
tan, having contributed $113 mil-
lion last year to Afghans in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

At the Washington Foreign Press
Centre, the acting Assistant Secre-
tary of State for South Asia, Mr.
Alan Eastham said there were sev-
eral causes for this humanitarian
disaster. “They are both natural
and manmade. The largest is the
natural catastrophe of the drought
which has been underway for
months and months in Afghanis-
tan. The other, unfortunately, is the
inability of a country in civil war to
respond to the needs of its citi-

zens,” Mr. Eastham remarke(y/m

is
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Taliban ready for
“Jalks on Osama

ZAHID HUSSAIN
THE TIMES, LONDON

KANDAHAR, Feb. 5. — The
Taliban will consider sending
Osama bin Laden to a third
country if the West recognises
them as Afghanistan’s
legitimate government.

Taliban leaders fear that the
USA and other Western coun-
tries would continue to ostra-
cise their administration even
if Osama leaves Afghanistan.

“We hope the new US
administration will be more
flexible and engage with us,”
the Taliban foreign minister,
Mr Abdul Wakil Muttawakil,
said. :

Mr Muttawakil has written
Mr George W Bush, saying his
administration is prepared to
resolve the Osama issue
through negotiations.

General Pervez
Musharraf too
feels the sugges-
tion of sending
Osama abroad
seems workable.
Pakistan’s
military  ruler
said it is not yet

clear which
country may
provide  sanc-
tuary to the Sau-
di-born terrorist
charged with the
World Trade
Centre bombing.

But most

Afghans believe the action
would worsen their misery.
“We don’t care about Osama,
but worry more about what
would happen to us,” Mr Zarif

Khan said.

Prices of food and other

commodities
have gone up as
the value of
Afghan currency
has crashed from
67,000 to 85,000
to a dollar since
the UN sanctions
were enforced on
19 January.
Unlike in
November 1999,
iwhen the UN
first  imposed
sanctions on the
Taliban, public
reaction against
the latest
measure has been muted. On
the first occasion, an Italian
UN aid official was killed by an
angry mob in Kabul.
The sanctions and threat of a
retaliatory attack by the USA
has not stopped Osama from

Osama bin Laden

™™E ST ATTSMAN
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moving freely and running his
international terrorist network
from Afghanistan.

Earlier this month, the Saudi -
millionaire, who has a $5
million reward on his head,
made his first public appe-
arance in two years at his son’s
wedding in Kandahar. Shar-i-
Nau, the neighborhood where
the ceremony took place, has a
large concentration of Arab
Islamic militants believed to be
Osama’s supporters.

While Osama is occasionally
seen in Kandahar, he has a
network of training centres in
Farmada, outside Jalalabad in
east Afghanistan.

So far, the sanctions seem to
have had little impact on the
Taliban administration besides
strengthening the hardline
faction within the movement,
led by reclusive Mulla Omar.



Aaliban bargains for Laden’s e

Vijay Dutt \4" o WA e,
London, February 5 9“ ( Y
THE TALIBAN would consider the possibility
of sending Osama bin Laden to a third country
if the Western governments assure that they will
immediately recognise the Afghan Government
headed by Mullah Omar.

The report in the media here has unfolded
another surprise and twist in the never-ending
speculations about Osama.

He is the number one rencgade on the United
States list of most wanted men, since the bomb-
ing of its two embassies in Africa.

Its offer of $3 million for Osama's capture
remains. Senior Taliban leaders have therefore
cxpressed fear that the US among other
Western powers would not recognise Taliban
administration as legitimate even if Laden is

exiled from Afghanistan.
But Taliban Government is squirming under
the United Nations sanctions.

The latest offer is seen by the
intelligence and political analysts
as an outcome of the recent
statement of Gen Pervez
Musharraf that the exiling of
Laden was a viable objective.

The Foreign Minister  Abdul
Muttawaki! has told the Times, "We hope the
new American administration will be more flex-
ible and envave with us.” He has written a letter

R HINDLISTAN TRége

Wakil -

to President George Walker Bush also.

The latest offer is sedn by the intelligencd and
political analysts as ag vutcome of the rdcent
statement of Gen Pegves Musharraf thai the
exilirg of Laden was afviable objective.

He also, possibly under US pressure, wrote to
Mullah Omar to consider the international con-
cernover Laden's prespnce in Afghanistan.

Bu at the samce [time General Perver
Musharraf made it cicar that he would not ict
Laden come to Pakistan.

The identity of the country to which Taliban
would wish to send the most wanted man is thus
unclear. Laden is also wary of being spotted by
the United States satellites if he travels to
anoter country. He could either be caught or
killel. That is why the Taliban’s offer might not

be acweptable to Laden as well as to a lot of his
supporters in Taliban ranks.




fBlgge st Afghan exodus i in t} three years

N THE biggest exodus from Afghanistan
for four years, 150.000 people have poured
into northern Pakistan in the past five
months to escape drought and war. Most of
these refugees now live in grim and freczing
conditions in camps around Peshawar, where
aid agencies are struggling to cope. In one
crowded camp nine children died from expo-
sure in just one week in January, say agencies.

The impact of Afghanistan’s worst
drought for 30 years has been made
worse by fighting across a swath of
the north between the hardhne
Taliban militia and the forces of the government
it ousted. This mountainous arca s the last size-
able chunk of the country holding our against
the regime.

“The conditions in Afghanistan are worse

¢ than they are here.” said Mohammed Abdi
Adar, of the UN High Commussioner for
Refugees in Peshawar. “There are arcas which
the aid agencics cannot reach or do not have
the resources to deal with. The ones who made
it are the tucky oncs.”

In the far west of Afghanistan. up to 500
refugees have died in camps in Herat since
heavy snowfalls in late January drove tempera-
tures at night down to -30C (-22F). says UN. Its
staff believe at least &0 00(] athers who have

ﬂockcd to the city are at risk. l {

International aid donations for Afghanistan
have slowed to a trickle in the past year. The
UN has launched an urgent appeal for £2.3 mil-
lion to feed and clothe the Herat refugees. So
far just £130,000 has arrived.

“We have to come to terms with the fact that
we will see many people die in Afghanistan this
year,” said Erick de Mul, UN coordinator for
Afghanistan.
ln Pakistan thousands of refugees have been

From Barren Camps to Pdk:s.tah

moved to a new camp at Shamshatu, a mud-
brown wasteland 20 miles south of Peshawar.

Most of Shamshatu's 60,000 Afghans live in
canvas tents and survive on handouts of wheat
flour, cooking oil and lentils. But the World
Food Programme says supplies will last only two
months more.

Clutching their red and green “verification

cards” hundreds of men stood in a circle waitipg
to collect a ticket to exchange for food.
Crouched on the floor in the centre of the ring
in a roped-off block sat dozens of women cov-
ered from head to foot by their burqas. Most of
them were widows.

Qudsia Ghafar was waiting for a food ticket
tor her family. Her husband lost both his feetin

(Y 3
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a ] andmine blast but made the week-long jour-
ney with his family from their home in Panjsher
vailey in northern Afghanistan a month ago.

“We had nothing to cat, there was no food,”
she: said. "Our house was burned when the
Russians came and now it has been destroyed
again by the Taliban. They put my husband and
my father in jail. My father is still in our village.
We didn't have the money to bring him with us.”

Pakistan closed the border crossing at
Torikham in the Khyber Pass in November, say-
ing it could not cope with the influx
of refugees. Over 2 million Afghans
fled during the Soviet occupation in
NI 1, 19805, live in Pakistan.

Nearly 600 people are still crossing every day,
by bribing the guards or evading checkpoints. It
is the largest wave since September 1996 when
Tali'ban fighters scized the capital, Kabul.

From Bagram, in central Afghanistan, Ahmad
Shala and his wife travelled for five days with
their: five children. “Now we want to learn a
trade: and work because Afghans don’t want
assistance, they want to work.”

Whien the fighting is finished, “we will go back
and rebuild oyr houses,” said Mr Shah, who
worked in Bagram as a nurse and English
teacher. “I am always thinking about my housc
and the grapevines I had. Now therc is noth-
ing.”

’ Guardian News Service
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘A

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 28. Faced with
deluge of new refugees from Af-
ghanistan in the wake of fresh
sanctions by the United Nations
Security Council, Pakistan for the
first time initiated tough mea-
sures for the arrest and deporta-
tion of the refugees.

Reports from the North West
Frontier Province (NWFP) suggest
that on Saturday the police arrest-
ed Afghan refugees for deporta-
tion to Afghanistan. There is no
way the local police could have
acted against the Afghan refugees
without a nod from Islamabad.

Through the decision, Pakistan
is sending out a clear message to
the refugees as well as to the in-
ternational community that it is
not the headache of Pakistan
alone to deal with the mess aris-
ing out of the protracted war in
Afghanistan.

Pakistan is sore, particularly
with the United States and the
West, for having abandoned the
Afghans after the withdrawal of

Sov1et troops from the count%
1989 and has not missed any op-
portunity to remind them of the
role of the Afghan war in the dis-
integration of the Soviet Union.

No doubt, the move to deport
the illegal Afghans is also influen-
ced to a great extent by the enor-
mous burden it has posed to
Pakistan in the last two decades.
There are an estimated 2.5 million
Afghan refugees in Pakistan and
most of them are settled in the
provinces of NWFP and Balochis-
tan. The presence of such a large
number of refugees in the two
provinces has led to serious so-
cio-economic problems.

The case of Pakistan is that its
economic situation does not per-
mit any further accommodation
of the Afghan refugees and if the
international community has any
sympathy for the plight of the ref-
ugees, it should contribute gener-
ously for their relief and
rehabilitation programme. .

A day before the U.N. adopted
the fresh sanctions resolution the
Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr.

Refugees Pak gets tough

Abdul Sattar told a news confer-
ence in Islamabad that unless a
major international effort was
launched to provide humanitar-
ian assistance to the Afghans, cre-
ating a safety net against
starvation, the world would be
witnessing one of the gravest hu-
man tragedies of our times.

The Interior Minister, Maj. Gen.
(retd) Moinuddin Haider, while
addressing a meeting of the Isla-
mabad Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, voiced the concern
of Pakistan on the continuing in-
flux of Afghans.

While stating that Pakistan can-
not afford millions of Afghan refu-
gees on its soil, the Minister called
upon the international communi-
ty to extend due assistance to pro-
vide food and shelter to the
ever-increasing number of refu-
gees. "Either the influx should
stop or the international commu-
nity should come forward with
help to look after them,” he told

the meeting. /
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WASHINGTON A leader of the
northern-based opposition in
Afghanistan urged the Bush adminis-
tration on Wednesday to pressure Pak-
istan to end its support for the ruling
Taliban militia.

f" Abdullah Abdullah, foreign affairs

pecialist of the Northern Alliance
group of Afghanistan, called Pakistan
the “main and ultimate patron” of the
“Taliban and satd the United States
should seek ways to end Pakistan’s “ag-
gressive policies” towards his country.
Abdullah spoke to a gathering on Capi-

an leader seeks U.S. help in
stalling Pak support for Tahquil\/\ko

tol Hill.

Among other recqmmendations, he
said Bush administration should seek
strict enforcement of the UN arms em-
bargo against the Taliban and should
support the formation of a broad-
based, multi-ethnic and fully represen-
tative government in Afghanistan.

The Northern Alliance is made up of
predominantly ethnic and religious mi-
norities and 1s squeezed into severgl”
small pockets in the country’s n
eastern region and controls
cent of Afghanistan. )
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SANCTIONS ON TALIBAN / INDIA DISCUSSES FALLOUT WITH U.S., TURKEY

Pak. holds the key to success !

By Atul Aneja l\» -\

NEW DELH, JAN. 22. India has held intensive dis-
cussions with the United States and Turkey on
the fallout of international sanctions on the
Taliban and ways to bring peace g strife-torn
Afghanisian in the future, &(/(’

Official-level talks were held last week with
Mr. Jeffrey Lunsted, director of the Afghan-
istan, Bangladesh and Pakistan desk in the
U.S. State Department. Mr. Lunsted was here
after a week-long visit to Pakistan where he
visited Peshawar and Islamabad.

Turkey’s special envoy on Afghanistan, M.
Aydemir Erman, is also here for consultations.

According to highly-placed sources in the
Government, the U.S. response is determined
by two key considerations.

Washington would want the sanctions to be
enforced provided their implementation does
not challenge the authority of Pakistan’s Chief
Executive, General Pervez Musharraf. Pakistan
is the centrepiece of the enforcement regime,
seeking the snapping of arms supply to the
Taliban and the withdrawal of foreign military
advisers from Afghan soil.

Neighbouring Pakistan will have to be in-
volved in the implementation of the sanctions,
which came into effect on Friday last.

The United Nations Security Council resolu-
tion demands the handover of the Saudi fugi-
tive, Osama bin Laden, and the closure of
militant training camps in Afghanistan.

It is, however, felt that any intrusive en-
forcement mechanism operating from Pakis-
tani soil can result in a huge political backlash
against Gen. Musharraf. For instance, an en-
forcement regime involving the positioning of

U.N. inspectors in Pakistan could be con-
strued as a humiliation by Islamabad.
In turn, the perceived “‘sell-out’” can be a

rallying point for anti-Musharraf demonstra-
tiens, especially by the Islamic extremists who

_J{w-are already challenging his authority openly.

A groundswell of opposition to Gen. Mush-
arraf, still seen as the possible bulwark against
radicalism in the Afghan-Pakistan strategicarc
by the U.S., is unlikely to suit Washington's
larger geopolitical interests.

Hoping for internal consolidation under
him, a section of the U.S. establishment feels it
may still not be tog late for the General to take
on the pan-{slamic militants frontally. Despite
some rumblings, his corps commanders, who
form the nucleus of the Pakistani establish-
ment, are largely united and will back him in
case of a crackdown.

Satellite surveillance

Given the sensitivity in Pakistan of the
mechanism to implement the sanctions, the
U.S. may not be inclined to consider a “Irag-
type” enforcement regime.

A more discreet arrangement, revolving
round satellite surveillance of the Pakistan-Af-
ghan border, may have to be evolved. On-site
physical inspections, however, may have to be
enforced in case there is a pattern to sanction-
busting from the Pakistani side.

The “transition documents” of the outgoing
Clinton administration are also likely to ad-
vocate the framework for achieving a political
settlement for Afghanistan in the future.

One view circulating in Washington is that
political negotiations between the Pushtun-
dominated Taliban and the Northern Alliance
of Commander Ahmad Shah Masood, which
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has a strong ethnic Tajik accent, may not be
enough.

The framework for a durable solution may
have to be broadened and involve other ethnic
groups as well. Some Afghans, residing
abroad, should also have a say in the peace
process, whenever it begins.

The U.S. is also likely be interested in reviv-
ing the Loya Jirga, a representative grand as-
sembly of Afghans.

Washington, however, realises that the mil-
itary situation has to be tackled before any
political settlement can be visualised.

Serious negotiations may not be possible
unless the Northern Alliance makes more
gains on the battle front.

Taliban planning offensive?
Aware that the military situation will be the
key to a future settlement, the Northern Alli-

ance feels the Taliban is getting ready to un-
leash a bloody winter campaign against it.

“The Taliban’s objective would be to seize
the entire country in order to present a fait
accompli at the negotiating table,” says Af-
ghanistan’s Ambassador to India, Mr. Masood
Khalili.

Mr. Khalili, who represents the Northern Al-
liance, says that after Ramzan, Pakistan has
pushed a large body of troops into the Kunduz
area of northwest Afghanistan.

Some of these forces belong to Pakistan’s
Cherat division.

The Taliban's objective is to extend the con-
stituency of radicalism from Pakistan to parts
of Central Asia.

This, in case it happens, will threaten the
stability in the region and beyond, he says.



-~ Taliban denies
Tlosure of its
offices in Pak.

p-
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 21. The Taliban
has denied as “baseless’ reports
in the Pakistani press that Islama-
bad has closed down all its offices,
following the slapping of United
Nations Security Council sanc-
tions on the fundamentalist re-
gime in Afgh. distan. ) |
The Taliban Ambassadof in Pa-
kistan, Mullah Abdul Salarg Zaeef,
told The Hindu that “eyen the
United Nations resolutign does
not talk of closing down of our
offices. So where is the question’.

When contacted, the Pakistan
Foreign office Additional Secreta-
. ry and official spokesman, Mr.
Riaz Mohammad Khan, said the
. resolution required the member-
countries to ‘‘scale down' the
strength of the diplomatic mis-
sions of the Taliban, and Pakistan
I was ascertaining the strength of
i the mission staff in the country.
Mr. Khan told a news confer-
ence on Saturday that Pakistan
' would abide by the sanctions res-
! olution. In a separate TV inter-
view, the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, said Pakistan, in co-
! operation with  Afghanistan,
" would do its best to mitigate the
sufferings of Afghans.
The report in The News, (since
. denied by the Taliban Ambassa-
. dor), said the Interior Ministry

_..:,_.

i had sent a communication to all |

four provinces ordering immedi-
. ate closure of all offices of the Ta-
liban and the Ariana Airlines
(official airline of Afghanistan),
besides freezing of funds and oth-
er financial assets of the Afghan-
istan-based Saudi dissident,
. Osama bin Laden.

— o .
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Y.aden wants

Mubashir Zaidi
Islamabad, January 9

SAUDI DISSIDENT Osama Bin
Laden has requested Taliban
leader Mullah Omar to allow him
and  associates  to leave
Afghanistan and shift their opera-
tiogal headquarter somewhere
ejée, The News reported today.

/'The paper said that Yemen could

e Osama's new destination citing
Osama's recent marriage to a
daughter of an influential Syed of
Yemen.

The daily added that Mullah
Omar has already started consulta-
tions with his cabinet to decide
whether to allow Osama to leave
Afghanistan.

Afghan stay and
im of the approval of

sontinue
ssured
/

Afghan people and the Taliban
cabinet.
"Omar believes Osama’s depar-

PR

to leave Afghanistan

ture would demoralise Afghans
and the jehadi forces active in
Afghanistan for whom Osama’s
presence is a source of inspiration.
In this backdrop, Omar after
obtaining the approval was expect-
ed to address the nation to make a
unanimous appeal to Osama to
continue his stay in Afghanistan,"
the report stated, adding that
Osama, on the other hand,
believes  his  presence in
Afghanistan  would multiply
Afghans’ miseries arising out of
UN sanctions on Taliban.

The paper said that Osama's
chances of migration to Yemen are
bright as Osama's family has
acquired a few islands near Yemen
where some of his elder family
members had once offered Osama
to keep his family members (wives

and childgep) in one of these
islands.
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Afgganistany"state’ of new concern

HE NEW and powerful ‘interna-

tional norm’ of containing world-

wide terrorism has produced a

dramatic political alliance across
the continents. Of much strategic impor-
tance is the manner in which the United
States and post-Soviet Russia have now
made common cause at the United Na-
tions. They authored the latest sanctions,
primarily an arms embargo, that the U.N.
Security Council has imposed on Afghan-
istan. More precisely, Afghanistan’s pre-
sent Taliban regime remains isolated by
the major powers and most other coun-
tries despite its control of the capital (Ka-
bul) since September 1996. It is common
knowledge that the U.S. and the former
Soviet Union had viewed Afghanistan,
which borders Pakistan in the overall Indi-
an strategic neighbourhood, as one of the
last frontiers during the fierce Cold War
that ended only about a decade ago. Run-
ning through the same territory of Afghan-
istan, ironically, are the new battle lines of
the present joint fight by the U.S. and Rus-
sia against the growing menace of interna-
tional terrorism. Their opponent is the
Taliban, and this battle has nothing to do
with any unfinished Cold War agenda of
either Russia or the U.S.

The Taliban, a radical Islamist outfit by
its own professions and practices, is widely
believed to control about 90-95 per cent of
the rugged Afghan territory at this stage.
Yet, the Taliban, which makes no secret of
its origins as a protege of Pakistan, finds
itself on the wrong side of the international
ethos of the 21st century. The reasons cen-
tre on the Taliban’s ‘governing agenda’
that consists of some period-specific prac-
tices of religious orthodoxy, which the
larger international community sees now
as obscurantism when applied politically.
A more salient reason for the Taliban’s
alienation from the international stage
now is the presence of the controversial
Osama bin Laden in that south-west Asian
country. Osama is widely regarded as the
elusive high priest of anti-West Islamisa-
tion and the new cult of borderless terror-
ism. With ‘Osama’ denoting a ‘lion’,
though, he has come to play the godfather
to the Taliban in its politics. This interna-
tional perception is, of course, stoutly de-
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nied by the Taliban. Yet, the unanswered
question is why the Taliban, which is al-
ready guided by a spiritual leader like Mul-
lah Omar, should play host to Osama,
especially if he does not really run the af-
fairs of Afghanistan.

The Taliban's constant refrain is that
Osama, an enormously wealthy political
dissident of Saudi Arabia, is only a “‘guest”
of the current “government”’ in Kabul. He
is also said to keep himself aloof from the
‘Talibanisation’ of either Afghanistan, a
multi-ethnic society fractured along sec-

Secondly and more significgntly, the Tali-
ban navigates across the vottex of a mael-
strom — Islam’s ideological-civilisational
‘assault’ on the West as orchestrated by
Osama. As an original political dissident of
a U.S.-friendly Saudi Arabia, itself the bas-
tion of Islam, Osama is an obvious ‘leader’
of such a ‘crusade’. This is so despite his
rise to political prominence in the now-
bygone international ambience of the
U.S.-sponsored ‘Islamic’ struggle against
the old Soviet Union and its ‘puppet re-
gime’ in Kabul in the 1980s.

The Taliban finds itself on the wrong side of the
international ethos... One reason for this is the presence
of Osama bin Laden on its territory.

- I

tarian Islamic lines, or of the other coun-
tries in its vicinity. Significantly, however,
the Taliban has, in recent months, begun
to acknowledge once again that Osama is
indeed present in Afghanistan. Several
months after the U.S.” cruise missile at-
tacks on his suspected terrorist training
dens in Afghanistan in 1998, the Taliban
started disputing his very presence within
the territory under its firm control. West-
ern intelligence had it, too, that Pakistan
also could have played a part in spreading
stories that the Taliban and Osama might
have fallen out after the U.S.’ action
against him.

The shadow-play over the simple ques-
tion of Osama’s whereabouts is relevant to
the international community on iwo
counts. The degeneration of Afghanistan
as a ‘failed state’ has led to a prospect of
destabilisation of territories outside it, in-
cluding India’s Jammu and Kashmir. The
feared exponential effect of the ‘Taliban-
isation’ of a one-time ‘progressive’ Af-
ghanistan is that Islamic radicalism as a
political ‘philosophy’ may be ‘exported’ to
neighbouring Muslim societies in Central
Asia and to the Kashmir valley. In addition,
Western intelligence officials lend cre-
dence to the suspicions of their Indian
counterparts that some Pakistan-based
militant groups of ostensible ‘Kashmiri’
orientation are actually inspired by Osama
and the Taliban brand of fundamentalism.

g AN 2

The collapse of the Soviet Union by the
early 1990s and the consequent political-
ideological vacuum that confronted the
U.S. led in the West to the identification of
international terrorism as a looming threat
to the emergence of a post-Cold War glob-
al order. While terrorism was often over-
looked by one side or the other during the
Cold War as the means to an end, such
violence is now increasingly viewed as po-
litically immoral on the international
scene. Diverse countries facing varied ex-
ternal threats of ‘jehad’ or Islamic revolu-
tion have now found it easier to seek a
common front against the Taliban and its
‘warrior-guardian’, Osama. The U.S,,
which sees itself as a direct target of Osa-
ma, and Russia, which still fancies the fun-
damentalism-weary Central Asian states
as its allies, have been joined by India in
this context. Some Western critics of the
outgoing Clinton administration argue
that Washington will run the risk of losing
its considerable clout among the Arab-Is-
lamists by joining hands with Russia and
India, both portrayed as having a vested
strategic interest in riding on the U.S’
shoulders to try and destroy the Taliban.
The point missed in this scare-mongering,
though, is that Afghanistan, if not brought
back to the global mainstream as a respon-
sible player, can destabilise a wider geos-
trategic area with considerable potential
for petro-driven economic activities.

o

The latest Afghan-related reservations
expressed by China and Malaysia, during
the U.N. deliberations on the sanctions
against the Taliban, have much to do with
their fears of a possible humanitarian fal-
lout in that country. With this aspect being
addressed by the U.N. itself, there really is
no evidence of any Chinese strategic sym-
pathy for Osama. If Osama and the Taliban
have become synonymous in this interna-
tional discourse, the reason is traceable to
the latter’s political compulsions.

If the Taliban-controlled Afghanistan
does not figure in Noam Chomsky's char-
acteristic work on ‘rogue states’, and if
Yossef Bodansky's delineation of Osama's
intelligence-graphic profile does not fully
establish the equation between the Saudi
dissident and the present Kabul ‘regime’,
the reasons may have something to do
with the incompleteness of its evolution.
This is not to suggest that the Taliban,
which initially showed some promise of
being a ‘puritanical’ outfit, is or must be
seen as a political ‘rogue’. The fact simply
is that the circumstances of the Taliban’s
rise were such that it needs an expansive
political space to free itself from the bur-
dens of the agendas of its original spon-
sors. In one sense, it is arguable (but not
established) that Osama’s wealth may
have substituted the suspected initial
funding of the Taliban by a U.S.-friendly
Saudi Arabia. Having shaped the Taliban
into a political entity, as widely believed,
Pakistan at present is still busy in visualis-
ing its own world view. As for the old diplo-
matic speculation that the U.S. had
originally conceived of the need for a so-
called ‘non-mujahideen’ outfit at the
height of the post-communist Afghan civil
war in the mid-1990s, the Taliban’s evolu-
tion-graph, as gleaned in Washington for
some time now, must have disillusioned it.
But some ‘leaders’ of the post-communist
and pre-Taliban vintage in Afghanistan are
still around on that country’s political
fringes. It is in this context that the U.S.
and Russia have made clear that their ini-
tiative for the latest Afghan-related sanc-
tions at the U.N. is not a step towards
supporting these anti-Taliban forces. The
question is how the Taliban will respond to
this diplomatic ‘encirclement’.
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