ot Rebellion part of global
terrorism: China ',

BELING, NOV. 15. More emphatically than ever before,
China is seeking to link a rebellion in its restive Xin-
jiang region with global efforts against terrorism,
saying its battle with Afghanistan-irained Muslim
separatists bolsters the world's push toward post-
September 11 security.

In an invitation-only briefing on Wednesday for a
group of Beijing-based journalists, the Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Mr. Zhu Bangzao outlined China's
stance toward terrorism both inside its borders and
across Asia.

His assessment: By combating what the povern-
ment considers a violent, “splittist” movement by
Turkic-speaking ethnic Uighurs in Xinjiang, in the
country’s Tar northwest, China is striking at a tenta-
cle of the very terror network that felled the World
Trade Center two months ago,

"“These people have been trained by the interna-
tional terrorists. So the fight against separatists in
Xinjiang is part of the fight by the world against
terrorism,’’ Mr. Zhu said. *“They have become a part
of the international terrorist mechanism.” Such as-
sertions are not new; China has been making them
with varying vehemence since the September 11 at-
tacks on the Unpited States, But the forum — what
the Ministry called a "briefing on terrorism ™ — sug-
gests the leadership wants to amplify the message.

China has long called its effort to quell Xinjiang's
separatist movement an internal affair. But it sud-
denly stands to benefit by framing the fight as exact-
ly the opposite — despite continuing condemnation
of its crackdown by human rights activists.

The Government’s basic argument — safeguard-
ing against separatist violence — remains. But the
shift of the terrorism debate since September 11 pre-
sents Beijing with an unusual opportunity to further
its own agenda while being seen as embracing the
global coalition against Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida
network.

China has received no explicit international sup-
port of its view on Xinjiang. The U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, in Shanghai last month for the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum meeting,
said anti-terrorism efforts “must never be an excuse
to persecute minerities,” an apparent reference to
Uighurs.

And the U.N. Human Rights Chief, Ms. Mary Rob-
inson, said in China last week that reports of official
abuses against Uighurs have increased since the
global anti-terrorism campaign began.

Uighur separatists advocate greater autonomy
and have waged a scattered, low-intensity campaign
of bombings, armed attacks and assassinations.
Uighurs briefly ran the independent Republic of East

Turkestan in Xinjiang before the Chindse communi-
sts seized power in 1949,

Chinese officials say most Uighurs oppose the
separatists, but they draw support from abroad —
something seized upon by Foreign Minister, Mr
Tang Jiaxuan, at the U.N. General Assembly this
week. “Opposing "East Turkestan,”” he said, “is ar
important aspect of the international anti-terroriss
struggle.”” Mr. Zhu said many members of Uighur
separatist movements were trained in Afghanistan,
presumably by al-Qaida. He ratiled off a list of at-
tacks that he called "clear evidence” separatist
groups in Xinjiang were receiving outside help from
Muslim extremists.

“We know they've been getting financial suppor:
and other support. It's very hard to find out more,”
Mr. Zhu said. He furnished little proof of any direct
link.

Mr. Dilxat Raxit, a Sweden-based spokesman for
the East Turkestan Information Center, an exiled
Uighur group, said persecution against Uighurs can-
tinued this week with 22 arrests and two execulions
of people charged with “splitting the state’” and "en-
dangering security.” No independent verificaiion
was available,

“The Chinese Government has deliberately con-
nected terrorism with East Turkestan and has taken
advantage of the September-11 incident to purge
the Uighurs,” he said. "It is the Chinese Government
that is the terrorist.” Mr. Zhu, when asked how Chi-
na defines terrorism, demurred. He said the world
and the region — both China and central Asia —
need to devise common definitions. Such bevond-
the-borders remarks, more common in recent
weeks, suggest China's rhetoric, if not its mindset, is
becoming more international.

— AP

Quake rocks Xinjiang

An 8.1-magnitude earthquake shook a sparsely
populated, mountainous region of northwestern
China on Wednesday, government seismologists
said. There were no immediate reports of casualties
or damage.

The quake, which Chinese state television said hit
at 5:26 p.m. local time, was centered in the Kuniun
mountain area near the border of Qinghai province
and the Xinjiang region in the far northwestern part
of China, according to an official in the State Seis-
maology Bureau in Beijing.

A woman who answered the telephone at the Xin-
jlang Seismology Bureau in Urumgqi, Xinjiang's cap-
ital, confirmed the temblor and said few people live
in the rugged region. /
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REUTERS

BEIJING, Aug. 17. — Four people accused
of organiging the self-immolation of al-
leged Falun Gong followers on Tiananmen
Square in January have been given jail
sentences ranging from seven years to iife,
the Xinhua news agency said today.

An intermediate people’s court here found |

the four guilty of intentional homicide for

“organising, masterminding, instigating 5

and assisting” followers of the banned Fa-
lun Gong spiritual group to commit sui-
cide, Xinhua said. '

China says the five people who set fire to
themselves were deranged by their faith in
Falun Gong and state media used graphic
footage of the incident to help justify a
fierce crackdown on the group Beijing calls
an “evi] cult.”

A woman and her 12-year-old daughter
died of burns and two others were severely
disfigured, state media has said. Falun
(Gong has denied the five were its foliowers,

~"Falun suigides
LA

: 4 organisers jailec

/

"

FANATICAL FURY: The four Falun Gnn activists who were sentenced in Beijing on F'rﬂiday for rg

salf-imm_olatiuns. From left: Xue Hongjun, Liv Xiugin, Wang Jindeng and Liu Yunfang. — AP{PTI

saying its teachings don’t condone suicide.
Xinhua said Lin Yunfang was sentenced
to life imprisonment for printing pam-
phlets for encouraging Falun Gong follow-
ers to commit suicide. Wang Jindong was
jailed for 15 years for accompanying Liu,
the agency said.

Xue Hongjun and Liu Xiugin were jailed
for 10 years and seven years respectively.

The verdict on a woman who played a
lesser role in the incident will be an-
neunced later, it said. Xirkua didn't say if
those sentenced were Falun Gong follow-
ers bat state media confirmed they were.



45 Falun Gong organisers
w2 jailed in China

REUTERS ﬁ PAY Q
BELJING, Ang. 19 Chmese
courts have jailed 45 a\leged Fa-

lun Gong organisers for up to 13
vears for helping the spiritual
movement battle an intense gov-
ernment effort to wipe it out, an
official newspaper reported to-
day.

The Bejjing Daily said they
were sentenced in Beijing over
the past few days for organising
protests, making banners and
printing leaflets in defiance of a
government campaigh against
the movement. It was outlawed,
and declared an “evil cult” in
1999 after it stunned the leader-
ship by protesting outside the
top officials’ Beijing compound

to demand official recognition
for the movement.

The newspaper said the heavi-
est sentence was imposed on
Zhang Hongli, jailed for 13 years
on charges of renting a safe
house, organising the manufac-
ture of banners and printing Fa-
lun Gong leaflets.

Others were sentenced for their
roles in what were once almost
daily protests in Tiananmen
Square, China's political heart,
which are now rare.When the
communist party began its
crackdown on the cult, it found
adherents almost everywhere,
Protest in Washington: Eight
Falun Gong members have
launched a hungerstrike in front
of the Chinese embassy in

Waghington, demanding release
of practitioners held by Beijing,
arganisers have said.

Banners protesting the crack-
down read “SOS!” and “Justice
for Falun Gong.” The Washing-
ton protesters said they started
their hunger strike on Friday to
press for the release of an esti-
mated 130G Palun Gong members
from a labour camp in the north-
eastern Liaoning province. The
Liaoning practiticners launched
a hunger strike three weeks ago.
The group said the effart was a
“small reflection” of what Falun
Gong followers are going
through in China. Since 1999,
more than 50,000 practitioners
have been sent to prisons, labour
camps and mental hospitals. -
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_—Trade as strategy: Chinese lessons

ONSIDER THFE tollowing para-

dox: China is a closed society

with an open mind and india is

an open society with a closed
mind. By the classical definitions of polit-
ical science, communist China is a
“closed” political svstem at the heart of
which is the one party-state. India in con-
trast is an “open’’ society built on a dem-
ocratic and plural political order. Yet
China today is more open and globalised
than India is.

In just one gencration. China's reforms
have produced ane of the world's largest
cconomies. On that basis China has be-
come the second most powerful country

in the international system. A decade al-

ter the launch of reforms, India remains
mired in self-doubt. It is unwilling to
make a clean break with the past and seek
power and prosperity as China has done.

The Tndian political class justifies the
slow pace of reforms in the name of de-
mocracy, and the difficulty of generating
consensus on complex policy issues. b is
implied that the absence of political piu-
ralism in China makes it easy for the com-
munist party there to press ahead with
necessary but unpopular reforms. e-
mocracy or the lack of it can only explain
a small part of the reality in India and
China. China might not have a democrat-
ic system; but it has a thriving culture of
politics. i

The communist leadership manages
many competing interests within the pa:-
ty and outside. And Chinese politics in
the last two decades has been about de-
fining the pace and direction of its re-
forms. The Chinese communists had to
reconcile the imperatives of economic
change with the apposition from sectoral
interests. They had to bend ideology to fit
the policy requirements. They buried past
slogans and invented new ones to suit
present realities.

Equally important has been the unfin-
ished Chinese debate about the tension
between ‘modernisation’ and ‘westerni-
sation’ and finding the right relationship
between China and the West. The very
same issues arc at the heart of the politics
of reform in India. The very different out-
comes in India and China are the result of
the quality of political leadership. Noth-

By C. Raja Mohan

China’s experience shows trade can be a powerful
instrument in promoting national prosperity,

\6\& regional clout and international standing. wy- 10

inglelse explains the paradox that [ndia
and China have come 10 represent.

The Chinese leadership, following the
debacle of the culiural revolution, ac-
knowledged by the end of the 1970s the
need for unadulterated modernisation of
China by drawing closer to the West. De-
spite the ravages from decades of state-
led socialism, [ndia continues to pretend
that the old order works. Indian leaders

problems. Globalisation will force China
to break the iron rice howl, dishand its
large state-owned enterprises and radi-
cally reorient irs agriculture sector. China
recognises there is no other way to go. It
is preparcd te address the challenges of
globalisation by leveraging its strengths.
If China is pragmatic in its approach, In-
dia remains ideological. New Dethi
adopts unrealistic postures, and is caught

have preferred to tinker with
the old order rather than

WORLD VIEW

defending themn 1o the last. In
the end, India is dragged kick-

radically reform it. In the

pursuit of long-term national goals, the
Chinese leadership has been willing to
take difficult decisions; the Indian lead-
ership has been reluctant Lo bite the bul-
let.

Trade related issues reveal the sharp
contrast between the Indian and the Chi-
nese world views in the recent period.
China has pursued international trade as
a means to expand national prosperity
and raise its international stature. India
treats trade as some kind of necessary evil
that must be controlled with the full force
of state power. There is communist China
engaging in difficulr negotiations with the
entire international community to find an
entry inte the World Trade Organisation.
Here are the Indian ideologues — of the
ruling party on the right as well as the left
in the Opposition — suggesting India
could walk out of the global trading sys-
tem,

Consider too China's support for a new
round ol trade negotiations. In contrast,
India insists it will not allow a new round.
There is China, wuriing to legitimise its
place as ene of the world’s great trading
nations. Here is India deluding itself that
it can prevent the next tade round. And
who is there behind India in the debate
o WTO? Pakistan! What terrible compa-
ny to keep on global trading issues!

Indian political leaders keep harping
on the threats from globalisation. What
about China? It is not that China has no

ing and screaming into ac-
cepting incvitable realities, as in the
Uruguay Round a decade ago.

China has also sought to use trade lev-
crs to dampen the negative trends in its
relations with the United States. India be-
lieves trade policy is part of the long-pro-
claimed jehad against the industrialised
North. Instead of building on the emerg-
ing convergences with the U.S. on trade
issues, it has made fighting over trade dif-
ferences a matter of national honour.

Leok at China using its economic rela-
tions with the LS, to undermine the ini-
tial ideclogical hostility of the Bush
Administration. It has mobilised its cor-
porate allies in the U.S., offering commer-
cial enticements {the latest is an order to
purchase 36 Boeing comimercial jets} that
translate into jobs in the U.S. Beijing has
already got the Bush Administration te
move away from the threatening formu-
lation that “"China is a strategic compet-
itor”. It is a matter of time before the
confrontation between the two yields to
business as usual.

In contrast to China, India appears hes-
itant to build on the emerging political
good will in the U.S. For the firss time in
decades, there is an Administration in
Washington that is willing to acknowl-
edge India’s global role and lay the foun-
dations for a strategic partnership.
Instead of using trade policy as an ide-
ological argument against the U.S., India
should be using oppornnitics on the
trade front to consolidate the political ties
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with America. No one expects India
work against its own interests; but every
one hopes New Delhi will demonstrate a
little bit of pragmatism in pursuing them.

Even if a future American Administra-
tion were to send out invitations for a
containment party against China, there
may be few takers in Asia. China's ex-
panding econamic ties with its neigh-
bours have raised the stakes for Asian
nations in a cooperative relationship with
Beijing. As the new engine of economic
growth in East and South East Asia, China
is alf st to consolidate its political and
strategic primacy in the region.

I+ makes eminent sense for India (o
similarly consolidate its primacy in the
subcontinent by letting the forces of trade
and globalisation work o its advantage.
Imaginative Indian policies would help
the region integrate cconomically under
the compulsions of globalisation. Instead
of letting expanding economic flows
douse the political difficulties in the sub-
continent, [ndia has allowed petty con-
siderations 10 undermine its long-term
strategic objectives in the region. Here is
Bangladesh all set to jntegrate into the
Indian economy. Nearly 90 per cent of the
trade between the two nations is consti-
tuted by Indian exports to Bangladesh.
Yot [ndia refuses to offer any serious duty
concessions to Bangladesh and even
those few announced are not implement-
ed.

China’s experience shows trade can be
a powertul instrument in promaoting na-
tional prosperity, regional clout and in-
ternational standing. If India is to
emulate China, it needs to liberate jts
trade policy from the clutches of old ide-
ological slogans and bureaucratic practic-
es. And trade is perhaps too important
be left to a single Ministry. The Govern-
ment needs a mechanism that can make
diverse interests work together in making
India a major trading nation in the com-
ing decade. The most important compo-
nent of that must be the creation of a
human resource pool that is capable of
assessing the global economic environ-
ment, negotiating cffectively in multilat-
eral forums and integrating trade policy
with foreign and national security objec-
tives.



~China closes magazine
critical of cap pitalists
N

A
FROM ERIK ECKHOLM \ Zedong and Deng Xlaopmg

Beijing, Aug. 16: Censors have
shut down a small but influential
Marxist journal for attacking
President fiang Zemin's plan to
bring capitalists into the Commu-
nist Party, a sign that Jiang will
brook little dissent from any quar-
ter as he tries to cement his place
in the pantheon of great leaders.

The cldsing in recent weeks of
the journal, Pursuit of Truth, was
Jiang’s most open move yet
against hard-line Marxists, many
of them elderly revolutionary vet-
erans, who question his plan to
broaden a party that by its consti-
fution is the “wvanguard of the
working class.”

Late next year, Jiang is expect-
ed to give up his post as general
secretary of the Communist Party
and, in 2003, his term as President
of China expires. As the transi-
tion approaches, party insiders
say, Jiang is trying both to define
his place in historv and to adapt
the increasingly clumsy methods
of Communism to a world of so-
cial and technnlogical complexity:

In a series of speeches over the
Iast year, Jiang has 1aid out what
the official media describe as a
major new advance in Marxist
theory building on the core princi-
ples of Marx as amended by Mao

His theory, called the “three
represents,” asserts that the party
must represent “advanced pro-
ductive forces, advanced Chinese
culture and the fundamental in-
terests of the majority”

Jiang made the practical
meaning clear in a speech on July
1. when he announced that newly
promiinent groups such as private-
company owners, high-tech inno-
vators and managers in foreign
businesses were helping to build
Chinese socialism, and so should
be welcomed into the party.

Jiang and his supporters plan
to incorporate the new theory into
the party constitution over the
coming year, one party official
said, “so public criticism is espe-
cially unwelcome now.”

For many ordinary Chinese,
who pay little heed to ideology; the
debate seems academic.

They know that many party
members are already involved in
business and that successful en-
trepreneurs in some regions have
for years been invited into the
party.

Now, Jiang argues that if the
party does not find a systematic
way to embrace diverse and pow-
erful new groups, potent opposi-
tion forces may emerge.

But some true-believing Marx-

ists have cringed, calling this a be-
trayal of socialism. Debate has
bubbled quietly, even as officials
and the media have been instruct-
ed to study and laud Jiang's
thought. )

Jiang has a strong upper hand,
political experts believe, and the
carping from the diminishing left
poses no serious threat. Up to now
he has usually tolerated their crit-
icisms.

But Pursuit of Truth carried
exceptionally blunt attacks on
Jiang’s ideas, an editor at a party
magazine said yesterday.

It is one of a handful of period-
icals run by the sc-called Leftists,
who argue that rampant private
enterprise will lead to more cor-
ruption and the exploitation of
workers and farmers.

Established in 1990, it is edited
by a retired propaganda official
named Yu @uanyu, Two articles
in particular are said to have an-
gered Jiang.

A widely noticed article in the
May issue by Lin Yanzhi, a deputy
party secretary in Jilin province
and son of a revolutionary
founder; argued that “we must up-
hold the purity of the party” and
that if capitalists are brought in.
they will “seize power within the
party”
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China hardens
stand against -,

. \
Dalai lama v

BEIING: Signifying a hardehifg
of its stance on
vexed Tibet issud,
China on Wedne-
sday indicated that
Jj it may not consult
3 the exiled spirituai
i leader, the 14th
¥ Dalai Lama while
deciding on his
Dalai Lama ~ Successor.

The reincarna-
tion or soul boy of the 14th Dalai
Lama will be found upon his death
in accordance with historical cus-
toms and religious rituals,” the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency reported
from Lhasa, Tibet’s capital,

This remark was made by Raidi,
chairman of the standing commit-
tee of the Tibet Autonomous
Regional People’s Congress, while
being interviewed by a group of
journalists from Hong Kong in
Lhasa on Sunday. Supporters of
the Dalai Lama say that China is
playing a “waiting game” with the
spiritual leader by refusing to
resume negotiations with him.

China has put several pre-condi-
tions for resuming talks on the
vexed Tibet issue which includes,
renounciation of “Tibetan inde-
pendence” by the Dalai Lama and
acknowledgement of Tibet as an
inalienabie part of Chinese territo-
ry and recognising Taiwan as a
province of China. ¢y
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-~ Falun Go%g stages S, s sca

BEUING, JULY 22. Chinese pohce
quickly quashed small scattered
protests on the second
anniversary on Sunday of the
banning of the Falun Gong
spiritual movement.

Just eight people were seen
being bundled into police vans
on Sunday morning on
Beijing's Tiananmen Square —
far fewer than during many
previcus protests on key dates
associated with Falun Gong.

One woman who held a
white banner aned shouted

slogans when police pushed her

aboard a van was bundled to
the rear of the vehicle.

There, an officer hit her
repeatedly, rocking her head
back with each blow.

Officers threw another
woman to the ground before
hustling her and three others
away. Police yelled "Disperse!
Disperse!’” at a crowd that
formed around the van to
watch.

Falun Gong protests have
dwindled in intensity in the
face of the government's
relentless 2-year crackdown on
the group.

Thousands of practitioners
are in jails or labour camps.
Many more have been

¢ bressured into renouncing the
"group, Othess have been forced

ttered protests

Government is close to /b q/
eradicating the movement it

regards as a cult.

Last July 22, police detained
about 100 protesters, including
one group of about 25 people,
on Tiananmen Square.

While still heavy, security on
the vast plaza was not as
intense on Sunday as it
sometimes has been in the
past. Officers played cards and
read newspapers in the backs
of some police vans stationed
on the margins of the square,
which was crowded with
Chinese and foreign tourists.

Falun Gong atiracted millions
of followers in the 1990s with a
hlend of slow-motion exercises
and ideas drawn from
Buddhism, Taoism and the
group's exiled leader, Mr. Li
Hongzhi.

Followers say practice
promaotes health, moral living
and even supernatural powers.

The Government banned
Falun Gong on July 22, 1999, as
a threat to Communist Party
rile and Chinese sociery. Tt has
accused Falun Gong of cheating
followers and causing 1,600
deaths, mostly of practitioners
who it said refused medical
treatment according to what it
claims are the group’s
teachings. — AP

Chines® plainclothes police personnel lift a Falun Gong
protestér into a van as they detain her in Beijing's Tiananmen
Square on Sunday. — Reuters




AYPICAL BEHAVIOUR

Ao Religious cults are suicidal qp o

NE can’t really blame the Chinese; even the goveltnment

of the United States found it very hard to stomach the
existence of a cult such as the Branch Davidian whose head-
quarters in Waco, Texas, it stormed, with tragic consequences
some years ago. If anyone thinks the Falun Gong's basic ethos
is any different, he or she should take a look at the exhibition
the organisation had in Hong Kong in March, prominently
featuring other deadly cults, such as the Aum Shinrikyo,
responsible for the sarin nerve gas attack in the Tokyo
subway. Religious cults are by and large totalitarian
organisations, run by pathological personalities with a
pronounced criminal streak, and no sensible government can
afford to ignore them. The latest report is that 14 Falun Gong
members committed suicide in a North China labour camp.
The organisation says they were tortured to death, but,
frankly, the Chinese official version sounds much more credi-
ble, in view of the fact that a similar attempt was made in
Janunary this vear. Why? Because religious cults are in most
cases led by maniacs who believe that sacrificing one’s life to
, the guru or to the organisation is the highest mark of

" devotion or testimony to its wretched truth.

The Chinese would have very little interest in attracting
negative international attention to themselves at a time
when it is trying to convince the world that it may be
repressive, but not tyrannical. Let us not confuse this with
Tibet where the lama orders are seen not so much as religious
leaders as guardians of Tibetan national aspirations. The two
are not comparable. The Chinese are doing to the Falun Gong
what any sensible government would do to any organisation

: that threatens to disturb public order. We may also point out
the trouble Rajneesh got into when he tried to transplant his
ashram in the state of Oregon. His followers created such a
nuisance for the local inhabitants that they were thrown out
by the courts. Chinese methods are perhaps more repressive,
but, in this case, not very different, in essence, from what
their Western counte s practise. The Western media acts
in bad faith when it gees Falun Gong as a purely fundamental
rights isgtfe.
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Beu/n]g gears up for 2008 Ulyrr}p

EIJING residents may have more reason to rejoice than
Chinese dissidents at the decigion of the International
Olympic Committee to award the 2008 Olympics to Beijing,

. beating Paris, Toronto, Osaka and Istanbul. Disgidents are

worried that the Chinese government may construe the
decision as a signal that the world winks at its totalitarian
style of governance and brutal human rights record; but the
non-political Beijing resident is thrilled at the $20 billion
makeover to their city promised by government. It is not often
that a Third World city gets to astage the Olympics. There is a
lot to be said for mega sports events acting as a stimulus for

revamping a city’s infrastructure, Considerable construction
activity and s ﬁ)rucmg up of Beijing will be required in the .

coming days. Beijing’s air is as foul as that of India’s metro-

politan cities, but in its determination to put across to the .
world a well-leeled appearance it has launched an ambitious .

greening project. In addition, a complete overhaul of city
infrastructure such as roads, parks, sewers and subway lines

* are planned. .
Chinese authorities may be expected to go about the job of

- with unacceptable practices. Contrary to Chinese dissidents’ !

. from all over the world in the run-up to Beijing 2008, may just |

providing clean streets, clean air and state-of-the-art facili-

ties with ruthless efﬁcwncy — beggars and migrants were |
i swept into detention centres when inspectors from the I0C

came visiting this year. This, of course, broaches the issues

that dissidents have been raising — how much doss inter- |
. national recognition’ encourage Beijing to simply continue

. fears, intensive media scrutiny and interaction with people

! persuade the Chinese authorities to relax and eper up.

I
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BEIJING’S TRIUMPH AND CHALLENGE

FROM THE TIME of the ancient Olympics, poli-
tics and sport — always deemed to be far apart
with tittle in common by the idealists — have
deed mixed with explosive effect. And, in the

dercurrent to many rajor issues involving the
Olvmpic Games. Yet, never have conflicting polit-
jcal ideolngies been locked in such a public battle
on the Olympic stage as in recent months with
Beijing clearly becoming a front runner in the
race (o hosl the quadrennial summit games 2008.
Perhaps there might have been less said, for and
aguainst, had China bid to host a symposium on
parliamentary democracy in Beijing! But, then,
there is so much prestige attached to the Glympic
Games, and politicians of all hues — big and small
— have been so keen on associating themselves
with them for a variety of reasons, that it was
hardly surprising that Beijing’s bid, which finally
turned out o he successtul ar the International
Olympic Committee’s Moscow  meeting  last
weekend, should have been as widely debated as
it was from Washington (o Tokyo and London to
Delhi.

That Beljing won the vote with a lot to spare,
laking more (han twice as many votes (56) as the
runner-up Toronto — Paris, Istanbul and (Osaka
were lefl lar behind — goes to prove that a major-
ity of the 10C members were not only impressed
with China's credentials but also, more impor-
tantly, wanted to distance themselves clearly
from the school of thought that believes Beijing
did not deserve to host the games because of Chi-
na’s human rights record. On the face of it, there
can be little doult that the Asian giant, a country
ol 1.26 billion people with a proud sporting heri-
tage, and one that has meticulously planned jts
hid for the 2008 Games after a humiliating defeat
in 1993 when Sydney won the right ta host the

2000+Games. has both the necessary infrastruc-
" ture and the administrative set-up to successfully
host the most prestigious of all sparting events.
And, judged on its sporting culture alone, China

wdern era, there has always been a paolitical un-’

certainly deserved to get the nod from the 10C
members. At Sydney, Chinese athletes scooped
up 28 golds, 16 silvers and 15 bronze medals as
the country finished third behind the” United
States and Russia. “0 R \ y

Then again, sport is more than just s ;/)t/
when it comes to the Olympics. And Beijing's drit-
ics were armed with both political and sporting
weapons, so to say. The chief political issue con-
cerned the large nation’s record on the human
rights front. And these concerns took on a new
meaning when it was reported in the Western
press that China had resorted to rather novel
means to clean up Beifing — with thousands of
sireet urchins and urban poor being rounded up
and packed off to make-shift camps without ade-
guate facilities in freezing winter temperatures —
ahead of the 10C team's visit earlier this year.
Apart from this, the other brand of critics was
quick to point out that Chinese athletes were the
worst offenders in the murky world of drugs in
sport with the systematic abuse preached and
perfected by the administrators themselves.

But the outgoing 10C President, Mr. Juan An-
tonio Samaranch, had always maintained that the
members of international sport’s most powerful
ruling body should not concern themselves with
so-called political issues and should strictly judge
Bejjing's merits in terms of how well it was
equipped to run the Games. In the end, of course,
Mr. Samaranch’s stand seems to have been vindi-
cated. To now believe that Beijing would not use
the Games to project the country’s '‘successful”
political system as well as its culture would be
rather naive. Fvery nation that has hosted the
Olympics has done this at varving levels. In the
event, what matters is whether Beijing’s success
will see China open up over the next seven years
and finally, once the Games are on, allow local
protests and grant the fateign media complete
freedom, as the Bid Cofhmittee promised in Mos-
cow last week.




‘Falungong men,
state play deadly
game on Great

China F irewal

By CrarG S. Smirn . M"
New York Times Service
Beijing, July 6: Tapping away at
one of his computers in a cramped
lWO-TOOML apartment in weslern
Beijing, Lloyd Zhao is engaged in
an extraordinarily dangerous
endcavour — searching through
the night for holes in the electron-
ic wall that the government has
built to keep Chinese from seeing
websites of Falungong, the out-
lawed spiritual movement.

Periodically, firewall programs
that Mr Zhao has jnstalled on his
computer detect atignal from
another computer in China that is
trying to identify him. The string
of numbers from the snooping
computer that appear on Mr
Zhao's screen can-invariably be
traced to a branch of the Public
Security Bureat. “They look for
anyone who tries to reach Falun-
gong websites overseas,” says the
shaggy-haired Mr Zhao, 33, a fer-
vent Falungong follower and an
advanced computer technician.
When the surveillance becomes
too intense, he switches internet
accounts, operating systems, even
hard-disk drives and telephone
lines to mask his online identity.

Mr Zhao says the threat of
deteetion will not dissuade him
from his self-appointed mission to
keep open the lines of communi-
cation between the discipline’s
US-based founder, Li Hongzhi, -
and followers here, where a gov-
ernment campaign to eradicate the
movement has entered what Bei-
jing hopes is the endgame.

Since China set out nearly two
years ago to crush Falungong, as
many as 200 people have died.
including at least 14 in a labour
camp two weeks ago, eitherin a
mass suicide or from torture.
Thousands of members are said to
have been beaten or tortused, and
millions of people have been
cowed into renouncing their faith

i Mr Li’s apocalyptic cosmology.

But Mr. Zhao and hun’i/ds i
him continue to elude China’
internal security forces, usin
temporary cell phone numbers,

encryption programs and ohscure
intermet services based abroad to

-keep the remaining network of

followers connected.

‘That makes Mr Zhao one of the
“most dangerous™ of Falungong':
remaining proponents, according
to He Zuoxiu, a physicist and a
Communist Party member who
has played an integral role in hav
ing the movement banned.

The physicist says Falungong is
an evil cuit that, unchallenged,
could threaten China’s tenuous
stability, should it galvanise the
millions of people disenfranchised
by the transition from a centrally
planned te a market-driven econo-
my. He said people like Mr Zhao
should be hunted down and i
locked up until they recant their
beliefs. I

The two men afe separated not
only by age but by spiritual !
beliefs. Mr He, 74, is an avowed
atheist while Mr Zhao believes in
multiple Gods.

China’s government, which pro-
motes atheism, feels so threatened '
by Falungong that it has mar- '
shalled the full force of its police !
power to bend the members toits !
will. g

“The number of followers is get-
ting smaller and the crackdown is
growing fiercer, but it’s going to !
end with our victory soon,” Mr !
Zhao said during one of many ‘
recent inferviews. Mr Zhao said |
he decided to speak out because ‘
the Falungong leader says follow- |
ers should step forward to “vali- |
date” the movement.

Under attack, Falungong has |
evolved from a well-regulated |
movement with a structure not |
unlike that of the Communist
Party into a nonhierarchical mass
movement whose structure mir-
rors that of the internet, on which
it depends. -

it o FITRY



10ts rock
British base

L]
in Cyprus

N
wWoovYy
THIRTY ONE policepiticers n a
British military bage in Cypyus
were taken to hospital last nikht
after a riot at the cgmpound over
the arrest of a C i
of parlinment.

Hundreds of Jdemonstrators
stormed the polfce station at the
southern base ¢f Episkopi in an
attempt to relpase Marios Mart-
sakis, who wis arrested earlier
in the day fof leading a protest
against the bhse’'s construction of
a network pf communications
antennae ig an environmentally
sensitive afea.

Cne hindred British troops
were deployed alongside the
police who fired tear gas and
used clups te disperse the crowd
of up tp 500 Cypriot nationals,
who toyched vehicles, ransacked
officeq and destroved building
equipfment during the riots
whichf were continuing early this
morning.

Thirty one police officers, twao
British nationals and 29 Cvpriot
nationals, were wounded ip the
clashes

Cyprus, Julv 4

The Guardian

; o
Falun cries foul as
14 commit ‘suicide’

Beljing, July 4 ’ Y(\r\f \

FOURTEEN IMPRISONED fol-
lowers of the banned Falun Gong
sect committed suicide in a north
China Iabour camp. making
ropes from sheets and hanging
themselves from bunk beds, a n
official said on Wednesday,

Falun Gong, however, blamed
camp authorities, saying in a
starement on Tuesday that at
least 15 women followers were
tortured to death at Wanjia
labour camp in the northeastern
province of Heilongjiang around
June 20. The statement east doubt
on the official claim of a mass
suicide, saving the victims were
watched around the clock.

The reported suicide at Wanjia
woitld be the most deadly invalv-
ing Falun Gong practitioners
confirmed by the government
since it banned the spiritual
movement in July 1999

Lan Jingli, director of the Hei-
longjiang government's judicial
hureau, said that anather 11 fol-
lowers were reseued by camp
guards. In all, 25 Falun Gong
members tried to kill themselves
on June 20 in Wanjia labour

B

practitiondrs closely, patrolling
every five minutes. But the fol-
lowers taok gdvantage of agap in
patrols to hang themselves from
their cell beds with sheets, he
said,

“One minute is enough to
kill,” Lan said. “While 11 of
them were immediately rescued
by the camp guards, 14 others
died,”

China’s government says
Falun Gong is a cult that has led
more than 1,600 followers to their
deaths, mostly by encouraging
practitioners to use meditation
instead of medicine to cure med-
ical ailments. Officials claim fol-
lowers also have killed them-
selves in the belief they will to go
heaven when they die.

. Falun Gong. however, says its

teachings forbid all forms of
killing, including suicide. The
group disputed government
claims that five people who set
themselves on fire on Tianan-
men Square in Beijing earlier
this year were Falun Gong prae-
titioners.

AP

HE RINDUST A iME
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SHANGHAI (CHINA), JULY 4. At least 10 fol-
lowers of the banned Falun Gong
spiritual movement were reported on
Tuesday to have dicd at a labour
camp in north-cast China last month,
cither in a group suicide gr from
mnrture. ? Al

The Hong Kong-ba&%‘ nformation
Centre for Human Rights and De-
mocracy said 10 women killed them-
selves to protest their treatment at the
Wanjia labor camp outside Harbin in
Heilongjiang province. A governtment
spokesman in Beijing said early on
Wednesday that 14 followers had
committed suicide at the camp. An-
other 11 attempted suicide bur were
stopped by camp guards, he said.

The F[Falun  Gong  web  site
(www.minghui.org), based in the
United States, was quick to denounce
the rights group's report on Tuesday
of a mass suicide, saying that 15
women at the camp had been
tortured to death and that the camp
had labelled their deaths suicides to
cover up its crime. Thousands of Fa-
[un Gong adherents have been sent to
labour camps since the movement
was banned two years ago, arguing in

part that it was a dangerous cult that
had persuaded people to forgo neces-
sary medical care or even kil them-
selves. Since the ban, there have been
persistent reports of torture and
deaths of followers by the authorities.
The Falun Gong web site says 236 fol-
lawers have died as a result of con-
frontations with the pelice or prison
guards. g

The Governmen e:?( acknowl-
edged a handful of deaths but has at-
tributed them to natural causes or to
suicide. And it says it thwlarted several
group suicide atteinpts hy followers.
In May, the Government rock a group
of Western reporters on a tightly con-
trolled tour of Masganijia labor camp in
north-eastern  Liaoning  Province,
where Falun Gong said its followers
had been tortured. The reporters saw
nothing unusuat,

Without independent reporting il is
impeossible to determine which ac-
counts are factual, and independent
reporting on the subject is strictly for-
bidden. Western reporters are regu-
tarly detained and deporied from
areas where cases of torture or death
have been reported.

‘Sect members killed in labour camp’

The Falun Gong's tounder, Mr. Li
Haongzhi, has spoken out against sui-
cide in the pasl, though he has been
silent on the subject following recent
suicitde reports, most notably the seif-
immolation of five followers on lia-
nanmen Square in fanuary. Other fa-
lun Gong members have denicd on
the web site that the five who set
themselves on fire were aciually fol-
lowers, and charged that the Govern-
ment staged the event. Meanwhile,
his eryptic exhortations to followers
on the Falun Gong Web site have
grown increasingly strident, chasiis-
ing people who cannot take rorture or
even death in defence of his cosmol-
ogy, which hoids that Falun Gong iy
engaged in a struggle with evil heings
for the redemption or destruction of
the universe.

“Evenif a Dafa cultivator trudy casts
off his human skin during the perse-
cution, what awails him s «till Con-
summation,” Mr L wrote a Jew davs
after the deaths in the labour camp.
DNafa means greart liw or dharnma, and
refers to Falun Geng, which can be
translated as law wheel practice. —
New Yark Times
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iang

Beijing, July 1 (Reuters): Chi-
nese President Jiang Zemin
marked the Communist Party’s
80th birthdav today vowing to
fight rampant corruption threat-
ening the regime and throwing
open the party’s doors to China’s
newly rich,

In a nearly two-hour speech,
Jiang, who is also party general
secretary, trumpeted the party’s
achievements in revolutionary
warfare and in post 1980s econom-
ic development, but made no men-
tiogr of party-led tragedies or of po-
litical liberalisation.

"While avoiding reflection on
party errors, Jiang made a clear
effort to remove political hurdles
to accepting as members private
business owners, classified as “ex-
ploiters” under the Marxism-
Lewinism the party formally stili
espbuses. Two decades of econom-
ic reform had raised living stan-
dards, created an economy of
varied forms of ownership and
generated disparate levels of
wealth — “eircumstances far dif-
ferent than those the founders of
Marxism faced and analysed”,
Jiang said.

“Under these circumstances,
whether or not one has wealth or
how much one has cannot crudely
be used as the standard for
whether that person is politically
progressive »r backward,” he
said. “What is important is the
state of political ideology, how
wealth was obtained, and how it is
managed and utilised and what
contribution has been made to so-
cialist modernisation,” he said.

Jiang’s renewed pledge to
clamp down graft drew the Jargest
applause from party cadres, sol-
diers and ethnic minorities in na-
tional costume who filled the
Great Hall of the People.

“Every corrupt act and every
corrupt element must be thor-
oughly investigated without

tigket for ‘exploiters’

G0 A9

Chinese youth take an oath as they become members of the Chinese Communist Party in Beijing. (Reuters)

pause and without tolerance.”
Jiang said, stressing that mem-
bers of the world’s largest Com-
munist Party must be accountable
as public servants.

“The party must not be a
haven for corrupt elements,” he
said to waves of applause. His
speech was broadcast live on state
television as part of an 18-hour
party birthday marathon.

The crowd’s enthusiasm for a
speech largely devoted to justify-
ing party rule in the 21st century
also surged when Jiang said “ne
person or force can stop” China’s
reunification with Taiwan, the
unfinished business of the civil
war the Communists won in 1949.

In the weeks building up to the
anniversary of the founding of the

By

party by Mao Zedong and others
in Shanghai in 1921, state media
and museum dispiays have selec-
tively focused on the party’s hero-
ic early davs and the economic
achievements since the 1980s.

No mention has been made of
the 1939 Tiananmen massacre of
pro-democracy protesters. Also ig-
nored were the Mao-inspired
Great Leap Forward in the 1950s,
when millions starved to death,
and the tumultuous 1966-76 Cul-
tural Revolution.

In a reminder of the Commu-
nists’ penchant for ruthless cam-
paigns against its foes, as Jiang
spoke, outside at Tiananmen
Square two Falun Gong protesters
were detained after unveiling the
banner of the spiritual group

R ¥ ¥,

Jiang outlawed two years ago.

Jiangdevoted a large section of
his address to the “Three Repre-
sents” theory, which analysts say
is his effort to keep what is formal-
1v a workers and peasants party
relevant in the era of multination.
al firms, entrepreneurs and a
shrinking state sector.

The theory holds that the Com-
munist Party represents the inter-
ests of advanced productive
forces, advanced culture and a
wide sector of the poputation.

Workers and peasants — upon
whom the pain of economic re-
form has fallen most heavily —
now make up just over 49 per cent
of the party’s 64.52 million mem- .
bers, Jiang reached out to tradi-
tional supporters. -~
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By C. Raja Mohan

At its expansive BOth\anniver-
sary celebrations today, the
Chinese  Communisty Party
(CCP) has put across ohe sim-
ple but dramatic claim — that
the fate of the people and the
Party in China cannot be sep-
arated. Neither the crearion of a
new China over the last eight
decades nor its future advance-
ment can be imagined without
the CCP, the leadership has de-
clared.

No one in China, and very
few outside, will quibble with
the CCP's justified claims about
its crucial role in transforming
China from a shambles at the
turn of the 20th century to the
second most powerful nation
in the world today.

At the same titne, thete is a
fascinating debate within the
CCP on how to remain at the
cutting edge of China's future
in an uncertain world. Rising to
the political challenge. the
President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, has
come up with a new theory,
called the ‘Three Represents’,

To remain relevant in China,
M. Jiang suggests, the CCP
must unswervingly represent
the advanced forces of produc-
tion, the progressive course of
China's culture and the broad
interests of the majority of the
Chinese people. The theory of
‘Three Represents’ will dom-
inate the political discourse for
sometime (o come.

With the benefit of hindsight,
it is easy for the Party to pro-
nounce on the past. Overcom-
ing imperialists, feudals and

petty capitalists, the CCP has
united the nation and lifted it
to unprecedented prosperity in
a very short span of time. The
CCP ended China’s humiljation
at the hands of foreigners and
put Beijing at the top table in
world affairs. There were mis-
takes and ves, blunders too. But
they pale, the CCP says, in
comparison to what it has done
for China.

In reflecting on this great
miracle, the CCP will highlight
the contributions of three gen-
erations of its leadership. The
revered first generation led by
Mao Zedong liberated China
and defined an independent
revolutionary path for it. The
second generation, centred

NEWS ANALYSIS

around Deng Xiaoping, opened
China to the world and acceler-
ated its economic modernisa-
tion.

The third generation of lead-
ership. with Mr. Jiang at the
core, is at the helm today. Tt
naturally takes full credit for
the grear history and brilliant
achievements of the CCP, in-
cluding its success in maintain-
ing the heady pace of Chinese
economic development,

But Mr, Jiang also has the un--

enviable task of defining a
strategy for the uncharted wa-
ters ahead. The world acknowl-
edges the CCP's unigue role in
building modern China. But it
also looks sceptically at the
prospects of the Party dominat-

ing its future. At a time when
most Corumunist regimes in
the world have collapsed, ques-
tions on the CCP's future may
not be jrrelevant. The CCP itself
has over the last decade en-
couraged its ideologues to de-
liberate on the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the Commu-
nist regimes in East Europe.

The CCP examined the histo-
ry of various ruling Communist
parties — their successes and
failures in coping with the tm-
peratives of the modern world.
Instead of resting on its laurels,
the Party was determined to
learn from the mistakes of oth-
ers.

The leadership was also keen
to figure out, how the Party
could be adapted to cope with
the challenges of economic
globalisation, the internet, the
rapid advances in sclence and
technology and the sharpening
politics of the global balance of
power.

At the end of this debate late
last year, Mr. [iang came up
with the theory of ‘Three Rep-
resents’. The CCP believes an
effective representation of the
imperatives of modern tech-
nelogy, China's culture and the
general interests of the masses
will make it undefeatable for a
long time to come.

The theory is likely to be
adopted formally by the CCP at
the crucial quinquennial Con-
gress next year. Meanwhile,
“Three Represents’ is’ being
hailed as Mr. Jiang's contribu-
tion to the ideology of the CCP.
It is being compared by some

-~ Chinese Communist Party,
wat 80, debates future

official commmentators to the
Communist manifesto of Marx
and Engels as the new guide 10
the future.

As the CCP takes up the tasks
of implementing three rtepre-
sents, there will be an inevita-
ble battle  for  correct
interpretation of its premises.
Would representing the ad-
vanced forces of production
imply putting greater value on
professionals and hi-tech ex-
perts at the expense of blue col-
lar workers? Would it imply
raising the new economy sec-
tors above smokestack State
enterprises?

Does representing progres-
sive direction of Chinese cul-
ture mean a return to the
traditional Confucian ideas or
adapting the best ideas from |
the West? Does it demand a
stress on Chinese nationalisin
or an openness (o the global
village? Does representing the
hroad interests of the Chinese
masses suggest a willingness to
let greater participation of ordi-
nary people in political deci-
sion-making or in re-educating
the Party to remain the elitist
vanguard of the masses?

Clearly, there are more ques-
tions than answers in the cur-
rent political debate. But the
debate itself points to a healthy
political churning in China.

Above all it reflects the poliri-
cal self-confidence of the CCP,
which is today proud of its past
achievements and ready to re-
invent itself for the future. /L




‘Doctor reports.
organ remo;
before Chines
execution@,
ASSOCIATED FREE PRESS .
wesmﬁmr«. JUNE 28 S Yo
Q\ A Chi doctor, secking po-
litical asylum in the US, has al-
leged that as a physician in China,
he took patt in removing corneas

and harvesting skin from more
than 100 executed prisoners, in-

cluding one who had not yet died,
mediareportssaid.

Wang Guogi, a 38-year-old
burn specialist, said ina statemnent
yesterday. that he also saw other
doctors remave vital organs frofn
executed prisoners. .

Wu's report says that young
and healthy death rowisners often
undergo pre-execution heaith
checks and then are shot in the
head so that death will be induced
through damage to the brain and
leave the jungs, heart, liver and
kidneys intact.

Wang said one particular inci-
dent in Hebei province in Octo-
ber 1995 “tortured my con-
science no end.” He said he saw

three doctors remove the kidneys |
of a prisoner who was not yet'
dead : “when they finished the
prisoner was still breathing and
his heart continued to beat,” he
said. .

But China rejected as “sensa-

tional lies” that Chinese doctors
regularty removed skin and other
organs from executed prisoners
without their prior permission
even as the US state department
deplored the alleged organ har-
vesting,
“With regard to trade in hu-
man organs, China strictly pro-
hibits that. The major source of
human organs is voluntary dona-
tions from Chinese citizens before
their death,” Zhang asserted.

-
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¥ 12th annivevsary of the
Bieiiing massncre wos on 4
e, Alimost 50,040 people

flucked o Vicioria Pak to attend
the annual candle-light vigit to
commesariae the violent erack-
down on the pro-demoeracy
movernent.

The massive turnout shows that
in gpite of the Central govern-
ment's disapproval. many Hong
Kongr propie will not forgive nor
forget, the bluodshed in 1989, The
outhreak of peaceful protests in
many eities throughout the coun-
try in 1989 vividly demonstrated
the Chinese people’s desire for
clean, transparent and account-
able governmment. The faet that
no pmdemmacv force emerged
tog aﬂmge the Communist lead-

t the beginning of this year, a
y Tiananmen

apers was published in the
UBA. It contauns private commu-
nigues, speeches, npotes, memos
and servel documents, govering a
peried beginning with the death
of disgraced general secretary of
the Commurust Party of China,
Hu Yaobang, on 15 April 1989,

the new party leadership under
Jiang Zemin was approved,

The documents were purport-
edly smuggled out of China by &
disaffected official who uses the
pseadonym Zhang Liang. A Chi-
nese version of the book which
containg many more documents
was published in May. As expect-
ed, the book has heen banned by
the mainiand authorities,

Comparing the two versions,
there is no doubt about it that the
English version is much better
edited and presented, siating
clearly the sourees of inform-
ation. Hence it is raore authorita-
tive and readable. ‘This is maindy
because of the efforts by three
American academics. One of
them is the book's editor, Andrew
Nathan, who is professor of poli-
tical sciense at Columbia Uni-
versity.

He collahorated with Perry Link,
professor of Chinese language
and Hterature at Princeton Uni-
versity and Orville Schell, dean of
Journalism School at the Univer-
sity of Celifornia at Berkeley.

On the oecasion of the 12th
anniversary of the Beijing

and wnding with e fuurth massacre, “The Tiananmen
plenum of the Central Pa " is & distressing reminder
Committee on 24 which of how the: sxtuatmn gat out of .Y
T i e

Do the Chinese deserve
the Communst Party? 4

Gn he 12th anniversary of the Beijing massacre, 7he T:anaﬂmen
Papers is a reminder of how the situation got out of hand. The book

provides insights into how the fate of a nation of more than 1.2

hillion

hung on the decisions of a handful of people, says EMILY LAU

hand. The bock P
provides pain-
ful but fascinat-
ing insights in- §
to how the fate |
of a nation of

# 1 The meeling
4 wan also ats
ended by
rurr Politharo
Standing
Committee

more than 12 mimbers - Li
billion people § Pong, {lae
ultimately Shi, Hu Qih
hung on the and Yao Yi-
decisions  of lin. By then
eight frail Com- Zhao Zivang
munist Party was on  his
Fiders - Wiy oul and
These Elders dd nut at-
were Deng Xi- end the
aopmg,‘ Chen | eeting,

un, Li Xian- On 21 May,
nian, Peng L i ‘ - 2 Deng and the
Zhen, Yang Bodies of ui\ulmnl fis ameng mangled bicyclu noar Batjing's Tiananmen Sguere party Elders
Shangkun, Bo on 4 June 1888. Tanks and soidiers stormad tha ares, bringing 8 violentent 1o et again 1o
Yiko, Wang student demonstrations for democratic refurma in China, ~ AP/PTY, Lahe churge,
Zhen and Deng becuuse they
Yingchao. All but one of them Lewning fom Mau and Deng,  felt the vounger generation of
have passed away, Pregident Jiang Zemin is trying leaders were unable tv manage

The book porirays the secretive
decision-making process in the
CPC and is required reading for

! students of contemperary Chi-

nese history., Although some of
the materials have heen pub-
lished before, the book has pre-
sented a powerful picture of the
sequence of events leading up w
the massacre. The feudalistic and
authoritarian way in which the
Communist leadership operated
was breathtaking,

Looking to the future, I am
deeply worried because there is
little evidence to suggest that
very much have changed. Several
weeks before the mussacre, the
CPC general secretary, Zhao Zi-
yang, told the visiiing Soviet
Union President Mikhail Gorba-
chev that although Deng had re-
tired, his guidance was sought on
important matters,

The only official posidon which
Deng had not relinquished was
the chairmanship of the Central
Military Commission. Mae Zed-
ong had also relied on this
position to maintain his ultimate
authority when meany senior
leaders turned against him, the

+ party and state apparatus

! crumbled during the CuMural

Revolution.

ie retain the chairmanship of the
Central Military Commission
after he retires from his party
and state offices in 2002-2003,

As for Deng’s special status in
the party, The Tiananmen
Popers revealed that in October
1887, the Politbure had resolved
o give him power to approve or
vvertwrn decisions of the party
lcadership. The Politburo gave
two elders - Yang Shangkun and
Bo Yibu ~ the right to attend
Politbure and Politbure Standing
Committee meetings as observ-
ers on behall of Deng and the
wther two semor Blders, Chen
Yun and Li Xiannian,

Arcording to the hook, Deng and
the other seven Elders partici-
pated in every important decision
during the 1989 crisis. Further,
all hig decisions were made by
the party Elders in Deny’s home,
and not made by the Pulithury in
Zhongnanhal, which is the CPC's
official sanctum of power.

It was Deng’s idea to label the
student demonstrations “tur-
moil.” His views were published
in the Pecple’s Daily’s editortal on
26 April, which sparked nation-
wide protests. On 18 May, the
eight Elders decided to declare
martial law in Bejjing.

the situation. They dended w
sack Zhas Zivang and tus
Politbure Stuading Committee
ally Hu @il

The Eiders passed over Li Peng
a8 & successor to Zhao, vetted the
names of several candidates and
began to form a consensus for the
Shangha: Party Secrotary Jiang
Zemin.

Six days later on 27 May. the
gight FElders met again and
decided to appoint Jiang Zemin
the new general secretary. They
also decided the Polithbure Stand-
g Cummitiee would vonsist of
s snenbers — Jlany Zemin, L
Peng, Quw Sha, Yau Yiin, Sung
Ping ard Li Ruthuan.

According to the CP('s consti-
tution, it is for the Polithuro
Standing Commmittee 16 appoint
the party general secretary and
members of e Staucding Com-
tter. Thus, tie vpht Blders
had uswrped the functons of the
Standing Commitiee and viola-
ted the party conatitution.

Om 2 June, six Elders met in a
fateful conclave with the three
remaining  members of the
Politbure Standing Commitiee,
Because the Elders f{elt the
demonstrations had been used by
actors hostile to the regime an

eI



that continuing ingtability would
ditnage eeohwinic refonn, they
decided o send 10 the People’s
Laberation Army o clear Tianan-
men Square.

Dena then ordered  Yang
Shungiun 1 pass the dediston to
the Central Military Commission
for execution,

As the troops entered Beijing,
thev encountered anger and vio-
{enve. The party Elders’ hopes of
wvandig bloodshed foundered on
the people’s resistance and the
PLAS emoetional reactions to it
After instial clashes, the leaders
decuted they were confronted
with a “counter-revolutionary
riat” that would have to be put
down hy force.

In the past 12 years, every time

ore looks at the tragic events in

198, one cannot help but ask:

Hw can the Communist Party,

which boasts to have 85 million
members, allow  important
decisions to be taken by a small,
handfid of party Elders?

Why was there no mechanism
for check and balance within the
party?

Why did the people tolerate the
party Elders behaving like an
imperial emperer? And why does
history keep repeating itself?

Last but not least, how much
more agony and deaths must the
Chinese endure before they can
be governed by a civilised
regime?

As the saying goes, the people
get the government they deserve.
Do the Chinese deserve the Com-
munist Party?

(The quthor is o member o,r; the,

pro-demacracy groug, The Fro
ter, in Hong Kong.) /



" ‘Danger’ of rich-poor

1.1 i, divide in g_@lna

BEUING, JUNE 22. The incdme gap
between China's rich and poor
has reached dangerous levels, a
senior official has admitted.

Mr. Gao Hongbin, of the State
Council’s poverty alleviation of-
fice, described the growing divide
as "a very serious problem’ and
confirmed that the level of in-
equality had crossed a danger line
recognised by economists world-
wide.

Two decades of economic re-
forms have transformed China,
ending the drab, enforced equal-
ities and famines of Chairman
Mao's era but, for many, absolute
poverty has been replaced with
refative poverty and that is prov-
ing hard 1o bear.

Crime is rising fast, though un-
varnished figures are hard to
come hy. The cities are protected
by internal migration laws, which
give the police powers to round
up peasants and migrant workers,
fine them, and send them back to
their hometowns.

Su Hainan and Xu Zhenbin,
academics with the central gov-
ernment’s Labour and Wage Re-
search Institute, gave warning last
month that “the gap between the
rich and the poor will inevitably
get even wider in the coming
vears'',

The World Trade (Jrganisation
entry would make inequality
worse, they wrote, as companies
fight to woo well- qualified staff
with high salaries,

The much-touted policy of ur-
banisation, under which hun-
dreds of millions of surplus
farmers will be moved into cities
and new towns in a few years,
would lower the cost of urban la-
“bour, widening the income gap
further.

A Chinese girl carries water
to irrigate a dried up field on
the outskirts of Linzhou city,
Henan province, China,
recently. Over the past seven
moenths, continuous drought
has bheen plaguing
northwestern and northern
China, destroying a large part
of this year’s crops and
affecting more than 23 million
hectares of non-irrigated
farmland In the area.
— Reuters

In the countryside, police
checkpoints and readblocks are a
common sight, as officers wry to
crack down on theft and violent
crime. Vieoleni protests are also
endemic, though rarely reported,
as over-taxed farmers or laid-off
workers take their grievances to
the streets.

Economists measure inequality
with the “Gini co- efficient”, in
which nought represents perfect
equality, and one would mean a
single individual received all
available income.

Mr. Gao admitted that China's
Gini co-efficient had surpassed
the danger level of 0.4, but denied
reports in China's own state
media that it had reached 0.458.

"The highest [ have learned of
is 0.45," he said. “But if it is as
high as 0.43, nobody would dare
to go outdoors. On average, it
ranges between 0.4 and 0.43. This
is a very serious problem in socie-
tv.” The country's [argest cities —
the China meost often seen by
awe-struck foreign visitors —
teem with new cars, well- stocked
department stores, private restau-
rants and karaoke parlours.

But according to World Bank
figures, there are stil} about 120
million Chinese living in abject
poverty, defined as an income of
no more than ene U.S. dollar a
day.

The very richest Chinese —
which means those with the best
connections — send their chil-
dren to private schools in the
Wwest, then to Ivy League universi-
ties for MBAs. Their Mercedcs,
and Buicks honk and harge their
way through the streets of Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangzhou, pro-
tected by military number plates
secured for a suitable fee.

Lower down the scale, bribery
and abuse of power are rampant,
allowing officials and managers to
line their pockets, while such
groups as teachers, factory work-
ers and pensioners are owed
months of unpaid wages and pen-
sions. Tax evasion is near- univer-
sal. Local protectionism and stare
monopalies also enrich the pow-
erful, while raising the price of
goods for the less fortunate ma-
jority. — @ Telegraph Group Lim-
ited, London, 2001



“China’s
>

OLIVER AUGUST
THE TIMES, LONDON

BEIJING, June 6. — C
Communist Party has said
discontent over free markel re-
forms can undermine its
" The warning, coming in the week

of the anniversary of the Tianan-

men Square massacre, is an un-
usually frank admission of social
tension as China prepares for the
opening of its economy that will
accompany WTO membership.
The China Investigation Re-
port 2000-2001: Studies of Con-
tradictions Within the People
under New Conditions refers to
forces of instability that eould
undermine the party, from an-
gry farmers to laid-off workers.
“Our country’s entry into the
WTO may bring growing dan-
gers and pressures and it can be

HISTORIC US-CHINA LETTER AUCTIONED

"NEW YORK, June 6. -~ A 179-year-old letter from US President
James Monroe to China’s emperor seeking the return of a dam-
aged vesgel pillaged on southern Chinese shores, sald for a high- .

‘er-than-expected $ 19,150, New York auction house Sotheby's

-said.

The 1822 letter, thought to be the first direct communication
between a US President and the emperor of China, was bought
by an ahsentee bidder yesterday for a price well above the auc-
-tion house’s $ 8,000-12,000 estimate.

Aside from its historical significance, the letter was interesting

for its modern parallel - Washington’s request that Beijing re-
turn a damaged US spy plane held on China’s Hainan Island,

Sotheby’s said. — Reuters

predicted that in the ensuing
period the number of incidents
may jurp, severely harming so-
cial stability and even disturb-
ing the smooth implementation
of reform,” it says.

Much to the surprise of China-

watchers, the study is on sale
in bookshops. It is expected to
ignite public debate over how to
deal with China's capitalist
transformation and the result-
ing unemployment.

The study, produced by a party

[RERE

Communists worried over reforms

research group headed by Mr
Zeng Qinghong, an adviser to
Mr Jiang Zemin, is seen as an
unofficial reply to -an earlier
book that criticises hardliners in
the current regime for their con-
duct during the 1989 student
protests. The Tiananmen Pa-
pers, published earlier this year,
is banned on the mainland, but
copies have been smuggled in
from Hong Kong recently,

The government said original-
ly that it didn’t want to dignify
“lies” with a response. Propa-
ganda departments have, how-
ever, been striving to blunt the
impact of the Tiananmen Pa-
pers, a collection of secret party
documents from 1989. As well
as the new party report on un-
rest, ideological treatises will
be published this summer for
the party’s 80th birthday.




.

Beljmg, June 4 (Reunters):
Tweive years after Chinese troops
mowed down student protesters
around Tiananmen Square, mem-
ories of the infamous massacre
have faded with the Chinese pub-
lic but continue to plague China’s
leaders.

The anniversary passed quiet-
ly today with no hint of public
protest save the vain annual ap-
peal by refatives of the victims for
an official investigation into the
. Kkillings. But the ghosts of June 4,
1989, have returned to haunt the
leadership this year following
publication of a book claiming to
document the internal debates
which led to the crackdown.

And as Beijing buffs up its
image for its campaign to host the

?

2008 Olympic Games, Chinese offt-
cials are espec;a].ly anxious to
bury the incident in"the history
books.

Last week, authorities de-
tained six dissidents to warn them
not to take part in commemaora-
tive activities, the Hong Kong-
based Information Centre for
Human Rights and Democracy re-
ported, Yesterday, a foreign min-
istry official telephoned foreign
news organisations to warn them
against “illepal reporting”
which strictly speaking covers
visits to Tiananmen Square and
unapproved interviews,

Political comments were
quickly removed fromn Internet
chatrooms and bulletin boards
today. Beijing's Olympic bid or-

1ananmen haunts leaders not

gamsers a.t& V] dwert atten-
tion from the igsue before a July
vote on the host city, marked the
anniversary byltaking journalists
on a tour of sports facilities.

The only protest in mainland
China came from the mothers of
demonstrators killed in the mas-
sacre.

They renewed their apneal for
an investigation into the role of
then Pretnier Li Peng, now Chi-
na's parliament chief and number
two in the Communist Party hier-
archy. *The identity of those who
bear criminal responsibility for
the bloody massacre has been re-
vealed to the public eye: their
names will live forever as symbols
of infamy in the annals of histo-
ry,” the Tiananmen Mothers said.

peOple

A girl in a rally at Tiananmen
Sqaure, Beijing. (AFP)
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~ Pragmatism Pays. .
China Fast Forwards to the Future /

HE fast I visited China was in

1986, in the early days of
liberalisation. Now, thanks to a
business assignment, I could see for
myself the dramatic changes of
the last decade.

Asgmy {light touched down, I saw
the same old buildings, great
monoliths that T have to come 1o
associate with Beijing, 1t was a dif-
ferent story once we entered the
airport terminal. It was modern,
large and spanking clean, in parts
like Singapore’s Changi airport. In
20 minutes I had cleared immigra-
tion and customs. Definitely more
business-friendly than Indian
airports. On the expressway into
the city (speed limit 110 kmph)
cars whizzed past, while there
was barely any sign of the once
ubiquitous bicycie.

The first hurdle came at the ho-
tel. Or so I thought. The in-house
services directory said | could not
connect to the Internet from my
hotel rcom. However, the friendly
seTvice Tepresentative at the
plush business centre downstairs
arranged for me to access the Net
from my room and gave me a local
number to dial. This was a facility T
was to get at every hotel I stayed in
China.The connections were con-
sistently very {ast indicating large
bandwidth availability,. A great
boon to the business traveller.

Outside, a happy surprise was
the brand new subway. cheap and
sparkling clean. The passengers, all
local Chinese, looked well-fed and
clothed. There were amazing
changes on the culinary front as
well. On my last trip [ could only
eat in restaurants earmarked for
tourists. Not anymore, with a range
of very upscale Chinese, American
and Ttalian restaurants to choose
trom. 1 found an Indian eatery
within two blocks of the hotel, not
to mention three McDonald’s, one
Pizza Hut, one KFC and two
Starbucks and several more down-
scale bul seemingly verv clean
Chinese restaurants,

Could Beijing be an exception?
The showcase city that attracted
the West? 1 got iy answer soon.
My consulting assignment was with
a large manufacturer of cellphones
in Hangzhou, a city of about 1.7
million in South-east China. I flew
the state-owned Air China. The
aviation scene in China is similar to
that in India. with 8 to 10 airlines,
soon to consolidate into three ma-
jor airlines. The other two besides
Air China are 100 per cent private-
lv owned. The quality of service on
Air China is comparable to Indian
Airlines. However, the flight de-
parted and arrived exactly on time.

By VV RAMANAN

Hangzhou is impressive, its air-
port once again exceptionally clean
and well organised. For a city its
size, Hangzhou has excellent infra-
structure: A large fleet of electric
buses supplement the 5,000 taxis,
all with radio communications and
digital meters. There are over- and
under-passes everywhere, several
hundred very large new buildings
and a newly built athletics stadinm.

The company I am consulting
with used to be 100 per cent slate
owned. The state has divested a
majority of the sharcs, which now
trade at the Shanghai stock market
in two forms — one {or domestic
investors and the other exclusively
for foreigners, Like India. But un-
like India, the facilities at the man-
ufacturing site of this §1.5-billion
company just took my breath away.
I have been to advanced electron-
ics manufacturing sites in the US
and Singapore but I was unpre-
pared for the scale and sophistica-

« Today’s Chinais a
transformed country

» The Chinese ciearly believe
in business first

» They are determinedly taking
on the Indian lead in English
and software

tion of the operation here.
Their competitors apparently have
better facilities.

Just when I thought nothing
could go wrong, I came upon a hur-
dle. Language, of course. For ail
their efforts to go global, the Chi-
nese grasp of the English language
is very poor. The business card of
one of the executives described
him as “Execution Vice President”,
while the sign on the toilet of a
train I took said, “No OQccupying
While Stabling”. My translator
Edward, a smart youngster with a
degree in English lanpuage, was the
only person | could communicate
with directly.

At the meeting, an elaborate af-
fair, the atmosphere was very Indi-
an, with heavy-duty protocol and
speechmaking to boot. Scenes [ re-
member from my last trip. Some
things never change. I suppose.

This time, though, everyone car-
ried a cellphone. People placed
their celiphones on the conference
table as soon as they came in
(much like folks did in the Ameri-
can Wild West, with their guns!).
While I found this somewhat dis-
concerting, T did like their cell-
phone etiguette. They turned down

over 100 million cellphones i
na by end-2001 {compared with
around 4 million in India).

I get the sense that the Chinesc
are very closely studyving the suc-
cesses of the Indian sofiware indus-
try and have every intention of sur-
passing India in this ficld. While
much has been written about the
growth of their hardware exports,
their achievements in gamering ex-
port business in software has large-
ly been ignored. China is hard at
work neutralising India’s key com-
pelitive advantage i.e. English lan-
guage skills. For a year now [ have
been irying 1o convipee a very
farge division of a US Fortune 100
company to move their offshore
software development from China
1o India, but they are disinclined
because of the high guality of
work, lower cost and superior
infrastructure in China.

Edward and I went sightsecing
on the last day. We visited an ab-
solutely stunning Buddha temple
from the 4th century founded by an
Indian monk and targeted for
demolition during the Cultural
Revolution, Former premicr Chou
En-Lajintervened to save il.

Edward was eloquent on a range
of topics from the economy 1o uni-
fication of China and Taiwan. The
tatter-he was certain, would be re-
solved: Because the people of Tai-
wan now see no difference be-
tween China and Taiwan in econo-
my, business conditions, personal
freedom, and living standards. In-
deed, many Taiwancse busingss-
men are migrating to China. Unbe-
lievably, a business associate from
Taiwan cxpressed similar views.

Old China shows up every now
and then. The food in the cateteria
at the cellphone company was
indifferently served and unappetis-
ing. The Chinese paranoia about
security  can  suddenly throw
you off balance. At the Forbidden
City, the guard said a firm no
to even my copy of *China Daily’.
The Chinese are not savvy about
Western concerns like pollution.
Beijing itself seems swathed in
a brown blanket.

Bui for every rewind to the past,
there’s a fast forward 1o the future.
China will pull out all stops for
business. As Edward succinctly
summed up: “You can get away
with anything here as long as you
have money and do not bother the
government with protests and
demonstrations.”

{The author is a US-based busi-
ness consultant and foungder of a
software start-up) //

THE TIMES OF INDIA



“Arrests mark Falun
rally anniversary

thng ;‘Y):nziz.p .) 16\ q Lk/"(( f !

T DETAINED at ) ds#six people on I‘]ananmen Square today.
sécond anniversary of the cutlawed Falun Gonhg sect's first large
onstration.
“Falun Gong is good’ \one man shouted before uniformed and
ainciothes pelice shovedvhim and two female companions into sta-
ion wagon. Police then surrcunded nearby groups of American and
German tourists with cameras, forcing them to expose film and
record over video tape. Later, a policeman grabbed another woman by
her arm and pulled her into a van. At least two other women were also
detained, one of them screamed as police dragged her by her hair
Dozens of police watched thousands of Chinese and foreign
tourists who gathered at China's most famous public place. Columns
aof plainclothes police marched into the crowdls before dispersing.
Overall, the square was calm. That was in contrastto previous nation-
al hulidays and significant anniversaries in the crackdown on Falun
Grong, when hundreds of demonstrators torced police to shut the square.
Protests by the movement have dropped olf since five purported
membpers Lit themselves on fire on January 24 at Tiananmen Square.
Falun Gong organisers in the USA deny the five were members.

AP

THE HINDUSTAN TIME



—wJiang talks tough |

THE CHINA DAILY
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

BEWJING, April 21, — The Chi-
nese President, Mr Jiang Ze-
min has stated that China will
never yield on issues relating
to sovereignty, teiritorial in-
tegrity and national dignity.

Meeting with relatives of §

Wang Wei, the pilot presumed
dead after his fighter jet was
rammed into by US spy plane
on 1 April over the Scuth Chi-
na Sea, Mr Jiang said con-
frontation is not what China

i wants, but China will not

i vield on matiers of principle.

i He added that China cher-
1shes relations with the UUSA
and handles Sino-US relations

_.'EEQ'I;; a strategic point of view.,

Mr Jang Zemi

Mr Jiang. also general-sec-
retary of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of
China and chairman of the
Central Military Commission,

said the incident iz not closed
and the USA should bear re-
sponsibility far the incident.
“The USA must stop send-
ing surveillance flights close
to China’s coesst, and only in
this way can such incident be
prevenied from happening

. again,” he said.

Mrs Ruan Guogin, wife of
Wang Wei, his six-vear-old son
Wang Zi and his father Mr
Wang Ming and his mother
Wang Yueqgin were present at
Friday's meeting in the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing.

Mr Li Peng, chairman of the
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress,
and Premier Mr Zhu Rongji,
were present at the meeting
there.



7 Red Stars over China

Science Lessons from Supernovas

NE of the most spectacular

celestial events is an explod-
ig star, of a supernova, seen from
a reasonably close but safe dis-
tance. Close, because, the nearer it
is the more spectacular is its ap-
pearance. But safety is also impor-
tant. For, at its peak, the exploding
star outshines the whole galaxy
empowered with the brilliance of
over a 100 billion normal stars And
amongst the radiation issuing from
it are highly energetic cosmic rays
which are fast moving atomic
nuclei. If the supernova were locat-
ed closer than, say, 30 light years,
the flux of cosmic ray particles
would cause irretrievable damage
to the earth’s protective atmos-
phere, leading eventually to the
extermination of all life.

Ancient Chinese records dating
back to the 11th century tell us of a
supernova in these words: “On a
Chi-Chhou day in the fifth month
of the year of Chi-Ho's reign, a
guest star appeared at the south
east of Thien-Kaun,... After more
than a year it faded away.” Thanks
to the old but detailed records, to-
day’s scholars can put a date to the
event. It was on July 4, 1054, that
the Chinese saw a ‘guest star’ in the
heavens, a star that was so bright
that it could initially be seen in day-
light. It was certainly brighter than
planet Venus. As per the Chinese
records, the star eventually
disappeared from the sky,
which explains why they gave it the
appellation of ‘guest’.

It is interesting to know why the
Chinese kept such meticulous
records. They did so because their
emperors believed that warning
signs would appear in the heavens
if they strayed from the path of
righteousness. Which is why royal
courts had observers for keeping
tabs on the sky. It was their duty to
alert the ruler if they saw anything
unusual in the sky.

That event of stellar explosion
left behind a spectacular debris
which, under the name of the Crab
Nebula, are of interest to as-
troncmers even today, some nine
and a half centuries later. For, the
Iecation of the event, specified by
the old records can be compared to
the relic in the present sky viewed
with modern techniques. Tech-
niques much more sophisticated
than the visual sightings of the 1ith
century tell us that the visual fade-
out did not mean that the “guest’
went away. The debris seen today
contain the remnant of explosion
in the form of a pulsar, that is a

ByJvNARLIKAR O /)

regularly pulsating extremely com-
pact and dense star largely made of
neutrons. Indeed it is generally be-
lieved that a supernova leaves be-
hind a compact dense remnant,
which can be a tiny star known as
white dwarf or a more compact one
called the neutron star or the even
more dramatic black hole.

An interesting handle on these
spectacular events has rccently
emerged from X-ray astronomy.
CGerhard Borner and Bernd As-
chenbach from Germany in collab-
oration with Li Quibin of China
have examined the images taken
by the X-ray sateilite ROSAT,
looking for the debris of other simi-
lar supernova explosions. In a typi-
cal star explosion, a shock wave is
generated, which heats up the sur-
rounding gas, to the extent that it
can radiate even X-rays. The mech-
anism, though complex can be rea-
sonably well understuod by the
mathematical discussion by the

IN BRIEF

» The Chinese kept meticulous
records of celestial events

* Old records compared with
modern data can help us
understand the evolution of
astronomical evenis

+# |ndia does not have the kind
of records China has
because of its fargely
oral tradition

plasma physicist Sedov. Using Se-
dov’s method, the history behind
the observed present state of the
debris can be traced back to the
epoch of explosion. Carrying out
such an analysis on the X-ray im-
ages of three such supernova de-
bris, these authors are able to esti-
mate approximately the time
elapsed since the explostons. Hav-
ing worked out approximately
when the explosion might have
taken place, these authors then
proceeded to find old Chinese
records to match them.

For example, in the oldest of the
three cases, the X-ray source
RXJ1714-3939, the explosion is
dated to have taken place about
3,000-5,000 vears ago. This age esti-
mate they were able to match with
an old event recorded in 14th cen-
tury BC inscriptions on tortoise
shells or bones. The inscription
reads: *On the Jisi day, the seventh
day of the month, a big new star ap-
peared in the comnpany of the Huo

(yy\©

ar (identified with the sra

ntares).” Now the direction giver
in this record matches with the pre-
sent day position of the X-ray
source, as does the era of the in-
scription tally with the estimated
age of the explosion. These
scientists point out that inscriptions
on rfortoise shells or  bones
were @ common practice  the
Yin dynasty some 3,300 vears ago.

This work holds out the possibili-
ty of understanding the long-term
evolution of astronomical events
by comparing old records with
modern data. It is, therefore. very
important to find old records in dif-
ferent civilisations around the
earth, for the same celestial cvent
would have been witnessed by
them. In the case of the Crab
Nebula, supporting evidence of
the sighting of the event from
other parts of the earth has
indeed emerged.

Sadly, attempts to discover evi-
dence of the event in contempo-
rary Indian manuscripts have so far
drawn a blank. In a project spon-
sored by the Indian National Sci-
ence Academy, this author and
Sarcja Bhate of Pune University
department of Sanskrit and Prakrit
studies had searches for pertinent
descriptions carried out in manu-
scripts from important libraries ali
over India. The precision with re-
gard to chronology and location
found in Chinese records cap
nowhere be matched. A simiiar
lack of reference to the event in the
European records where the tradi-
tion of writing and preserving in-
formation in manuscripts has been
commented on by two scholars, sci-
ence historian George Sarton and
astrophysicist Fred Hoyle. Both
have independently suggested that
with the notion of a universe creat-
ed once and for all by God at a
specified time, there was no place
in the medieval Christian belief for
a new or guest star to appear. S0
the event was quietly ignored.

Could one argue somewhat dif-
ferently for the Indian absence of
records? In a largely oral tradition,
ancient knowledge was passed
down from generation to genera-
tion, virtually unchanged. Unlike
the Chinese case, where the emper-
or needed the information, there
was little incentive for fresh
observations and even less for
recording them. Astronomical
observations coupled with archae-
ological ones can, therefore,
make a significant comment on the
social historyof a civﬂisatioiz e
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~China blast
suspect'gets

man who ¢
ries of dor

; killed 108 Rkeople in northern
China last month, was sentenced
to death today, Xinhua news
agency reported,

Three other people arrested
for providing Jin Ruchao with the
explosives and detonators used in
the blasts were also condemned to
death in the case, which highlight-
ed lax controls on explosive mate-
rials in China despite repeated
government crackdowns.

“Jin Ruchao, who bought all
the explosives and ignited them
on March 16, confessed to all the
crimes charged against him,” the
agency quoted a court in the
northern industrial city of Shiji-
azhuang as saying.

The brief Xinhua report did
not say whether Jin would appeal
against the conviction, which was
seen in China as a foregone con-
clusion after state media high-
lighted his cohfession upon his ar-
rest.

The trial, which began yester-
day in Shijiazhung intermediate
people’s court, was attended by
relatives of the victims, Xinhua
said. Jin, who is reported to be
deaf, was arrested in the southern
beach resort of Beihai on March
23 after a nationwide manhunt in
which a record bounty of 150,000
yuan {$18,000) was placed on his
head. -
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/*6I1[na preparing
«w'\ for n-test’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 9, China is get-
ting ready to conduct a smali un-
derground  nuclear  test,  The
Washington Times has said. The
preparations were apparently no-
ticed some two weeks ago at the
Lop Nor testing facility, and the
American spy plane, now strand-
ed on the tarmac in Hainan Island
with a crew of 24, was gathering
electronic intelligence related 10
the impending test.

The report quotes two versions
of what the Chinese could be up-
ta. One intelligence official has
said Beijing may be in lor vet an-
nther round of  “sub-critical”
tests, while other intelligence offi-
cials tamiliar with the goings-on
say the Chinese have coverl pro-
grammes (hat rely on low-yield
Lests.

Although China became a sig-
natory to the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty in 1996, Washington
has never been comfortable with
its testing  prograomme.  Intefli-
gence agencies have concluded
that China has purchased special
nuclear confainment cquipment
from Russia to “mask” the seis-
mic fallont of a nuclear blast.

The lest preparations  have
becn going on even betore the lac-
est flap tn UL.S.-China relations
has come aboug; but The Times,
based on oflicials’ estimate. savs
that there is a connection be-
tween the test and the harass-
ment of American intelligence.
turther, unnamed officlals have
said a nuclear test during the cur-
rent standoff will signal China's
Lrowing nuiear puwer.

One assessment is that the Chi-
nese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin,
being a moderate, will not atlow
the nuclear testing to proceed
during the current period in bilat-
eral relations. At the same time it
is surmised that it the test did oc-
cur, it will show that Mr. Jiung is
nat in full control. The (LS. bas
small “sniffer” planes that can
apparently detect anv nuclear
particles after a test.

Uhe preparations for an under-
i ground test have been picked up
" bv spy satellites as well, But the

EP-3L Aries [ plane is chpdble of
picking up communications even
thousands of miles intelior, and
signals from Lop Nor.

China wants
anti-dumping
talks

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. China today
warned that Indian anti-dumping
action against imports had aftect-
ed bilateral trade and suggested
consultations before any such ac-
tion is taken. The Chinese Ambas-
sador, Mr. Zhou Gang, has
proposed that [ndia should regis-
ter objections on imports of Chi-
nese goods initiaify and folfow i
by consultations before launch-
ing any anti-dumping procecd-
ings.

Addressing a meeting orga-
nised by the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (F1EO}, he
stressed that Chinese enterprises
and prodoets have met with un-
fair treatment in india with the
authoritics frequently taking ac-
uon by carrving out anti-dump-
ng investigations mto
comodities of Chinese origin.

He insisted thart the ant-dump-
ing action had not only affected
bilateral trade but had to some
degrec, impeded further develnp-
ment of Sino-lndia economic and
irade cooperation. e felt prob-
lems in bilatera! trade should he
resolved  through  consuliations
and exchanges.

Mr. Gang pointed out that the
current trade volume of $2.91 bil-
lions between the two couniries
was {ar below the potental as In-
dia was the largest trading partner
of China in South Asia, The hilat-
eral trade benween India and Chi-
na touched$1.98 billions in 1549
as against $265 millions in19491.

Regarding the potential of bilat-
cral trade, the FITO president, Mr.
KK, Jain, said it could touch as
much as $10 billions in the next
four vears.
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REUTERS :

BELJING, March 27. - Th
man arrested for a string of ex-
plosions that killed 108 people
in the Chinese city of Shijiaz-
huang has detailed how he sin-
gle-handedly coordinated the
almost simultaneous blasts,
the People’s Daily said today.
Jin Ruchao placed explosives
- in bags marked ‘chicken feed’ in
four workers’ dormitories
around the city in the early
hours of 16 March and rushed
between his targets by taxi to
detonate the blasts personally,
the newspaper said.
Official reports say Jin acled
alone and was driven by per-
sonal grudges against people
connected to the four dormiio-
ries but many local residents
say they doubt that one man,
sald to be deaf, could have mas-
terminded the blasts.

Detaclls of China’s killer blasts

‘ BEIJING, March 27, — China today levelled accusations of spy- |

ing against a detained US-based Chinese scholar at the centre |

' of a diplomatic row between Washington and Beijing.

“Evidence has shown that Gao Zhan accepted missions from.,
overseas Intelligence agencies and tock funds for spying activi-
ties,” a foreign ministry spokesman said.

He gave no further details, saying only his information came

from “relevant authorities”.

Jin told police he hought ten
bags of explosives made of am-
monium nitrate for 950 yuan (§
115) from an illegal explosives
factory outside Shijiazhuang.
Jin, a convicted rapist, was
picked up in the southern
beach resort of Beihai on Fri-
day after a nationwide man-
hunt in which a bounty of
150,000 yuan was put on his
head.

China has released details of
the police investigation with

— Reuters

unusual speed, reflecting the
need to ease public fears that
the blasts were linked to deep-
seated social problems, includ-
ing high unemployment, cor-
ruption and gangs.

Jin had purchased fuses and
detonators from a miner near
Shijtazhuang last year and hid-
den them under a pipe in a city
suburb, the newspaper said.
The day before the blasts he
hired several vehicles and driv-
ers to help transport the bags of

MAR 20N

Ollt

exploswes He plan six baé’
around a dormitory complex at
the number three cotton mill.
Xinhua has said Jin (40), once
lived in one of the mill’s dormi-
tory blocks and quarrelled with °
a neighbouring family. He had
threatened several times to kill |
the family by blowing up the
building.

After sleeping for a few hours
in a heating pipe at a powes -
station on the night of 15
March, Jin returned to the mill
to make final preparations for
the blasts.

The first of explosions flat-
tened a five-storey dormitory
housing 48 families.

The official death toll is 108,
with 38 injured, but unofficial
estimates go much higher.
Other damaged blocks housed
Jin's stepinother, his ex-wife
and her husband and her pa-
rents. ’
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China bans officials’
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CHINA HAS banned spouses and
children of Government officials
from a range of businesses —
from property development and
consultancy to saunas and
karaoke bars, in a bid to guash
corruption..

“Those already in these busi-
nesses should either quit or their
parents resign as leading offi-
cials. or face punishment by the
department concerned,” the Peo-
ple’s Daily, the Communist Party
newspaper, said on Wednesday.

The rules ban officials’ spouses
and children from property devel-
opment and management, work-
ing as commercial agents cr con-
sultants, and acting as lawvers in
areas under their spouse or par-
ent's jurisdiction, the People’s
Daily said. “They are not allowed
to run entertainment businesses
like karacke bars, dancing halls,
night clubs, bath houses and
saunas, and other businesses that
may cause conflicts with public
interests,” it said. According to
Hu Angang, director of the Cen-
tre for Chinese Studies of. the
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
between 1995 to 1999 China suf-
fered ectnomic losses to the tune
of 1.27 trillion Yuan (8153 billion),
around 17 per cent of the average
gross domestic product, during
% perind.

v
Beijing, March 21 (‘(;"

5 .

s signalled their
anger at offigial corruption last
week, when rhore than 30 ner cent
withheld support for reports by
the Supreme Court and the chiet
prosecutor dat the annual session
of Parliament, the Nartional Pro-
ple’s Congrass . The law enforceys
vowed to work harder in 2001 tu
wipe out rising orzanised crime
and corruption that Beijing fears
is eroding Communist Party ruls.

China executed scores of Gov-
ernment officials. inciuding a for-
mer NPC vice chairman, for cor-
ruption last yean

Further executions are expect-
ed from a multl-bitlion dollar
smuggling scandal based in the
Eastern city of Xiamen — the
biggest corruption case under
Communistrule - and investiga-
tions into huge tax, fraud in
southern China.a. Theedict from
the party’s Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection turns
upthe hearina cammpaign against
institutional corrupticn, which |
siphons off bhillions of dollars
every year and is undermining’
faith in'the Government.

Relatives of Government ofti-
cials in China often use their
influence to either arrange busi-
ness deals in exchange for kick-
backs or open businesses which
profit from Government
cantracts.

Lawmake

Reuters
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'WHEEL OF ENERGY

/ Killing Splritué \|'sm BQ Force In China

CCORDING to China’s
official news agency Xin-
4 ua, on 23 January this
ear, five members of the
banned Falun Gong (FG) set
fire to themselves at the Tiana-
nmen Square in Beijing. On
that day,at about 2.40 pm, four
women and a man soaked
themselves in gasoline and set
themselves on fire. One of the
women succumbed to the inju-
ries while the rest were taken
to a hospital by the police. All
this was meant to protest
against the bruta-
lity the Communist
government of
China has unlea-
shed against them.
Ten days earlier,
about 20,000 FG
followers gathered
at Victoria Park in
Hong Kong and
staged a peaceful
sit-tn. They also
held a meeting at
Hong Kong's city
hall and demanded
lifting of the ban.
Though FG spiritu-
al exercises are ba-
nned in the main-
land, it has not
been declared ille-
gal in Hong Kong.
But the incident
of 13 January d1s- :

By R BRAHMACHARI

freed from the clutches of dicta-
torship, revived their churches
and started attending services.

One cannot stop people asking
perennial questions like, “Who
am I? From where have I come
here and where shall I go after
death?” and so on. Marxism
forbids, along with freedom of
speech and other vital human
rights, spiritual freedom as
well.

Approval of these freedoms

females and unemployed
youths. FG disapproves of
habits  like smoking and
drinking. Through FG

exercises its followers could
find an escape from Com-
munist jargon and the crass
materialism of today’s China.
The rise of FG in China has
been dramatic. Within the past
five years the number of its fol-
lowers has grown at a fantastic
rate, from two million to nearly
100 million. A Beijing-based
academic, Mr Sin Ming says
that, beneath
China's impressive
economic growth
lies a deeply trou-
bled, aimless and
frustrated society.
As a doctrine,
Marxism is entire-
ly foreign to China
and Mr Sin is
i convinced that the
implementation of
that European
creed in China has
damaged its age-
old values. “In the
50 years of Com-
munist rule, nearly
3 every Chinese
p value has been sav-
agely trampled on.
Today nobody
knows what is pre-
cious in life except

pleased the main- *———
land regime. Secret instruc-
tions were sent to the pro-
Beijing forces in Hong Kong to
launch a campaign against FG
and to adopt indirect measures
{o suppress the movement.

FALUN BELIEF

8o in the third week of Janu-
ary, while addressing the
Legislative Council of Hong
Kong, Mr Tung Chee-hwa,
chief executive of Hong Kong,
echoed Beijing’s assertion and
said that FG is basically an evil
cult. On the other hand, Mr
Anson Chan, Hong Kong's
seniormaost civil servant, had to

- resign as he refused to obey the
mainland  instruction and
denounce FG publicly. In fact,
many of Hong Kong’s top

. officials are sympathetic to FG
and carry Zhuan Falun, the FG
bible, in their briefeases.

As a doctrine, Marxism is ma-
terialistic and strictly atheist.
Hence there is no scope in it for
gpiritualism in any form.
During the days of socialisation
of agriculture through collec-
tive farming in Russia in the
1930s, Stalin had declared
that, along with the sense of
private property, the notion of
God and religious belief were to
be wrung out from farmers like
water from wet clothes.

To carry out the task he
created a regiment of 20,000
trained urban workers, popu-
larly known as “twenty thou-
sanders” and sent these loyal
workers to villages across
Russia. Virgin Scil Upturned
by Mikhail Sholokhov narrates
how they prevented the
farmers, through coercion and
torture, from attending
churches.

They also picked up farmers
reluctant to adopt collective
farming; they were sub-
sequently branded as anti-
revolutionaries and enemies of
socialism. It is now well known
that millions of those unfor-
tunate farmers were then
transferred to concentration
camps, called Gulags, in
Siberia where they were
butchered. But Stalin could not
wipe out spiritualism from the
hearts of the people. As soon as
Communism collapsed, people,

The author is a Reader in the
Department of Applied Physics,
- Calcutta University.

would jeopardise the doctrine
itself, ultimately leading to its
collapse. And that is the reason
why the Communist govern-
ment of China is relentlessly
attacking the Buddhists and
their faith in Tibet, has gunned
down thousands of students
demanding freedom at the
Tiananmen Square in June
1989, and very recently, on 22
July 1999, banned the FG
spiritual exercises.

The words Falun-Gong lite-
rally mean the “law of the
wheel of breathing exercises”.
In fact, it is an improved ver-
sion of the traditional Chinese
breathing exercise Qui Gonrg
(QG) and the improvements
have been carried out by the 50
year old guru of the movement
Mr Li Hongzhi, who left China
in 1994 and is now staying in
New York.

He has also written many
books on FG exercises and
claims that his system is a
more powerful healer of a
wounded soul than QG. The
basis of both FG and QG lies in
the belief that there is & wheel
of energy in the lower abdomen
of every human being and it
remains in a dormant state,
Some special exercises stimula-
te that wheel to rotate leading
to a manifestation of that spiri-
tual energy in his daily life giv-
ing him- courage and peace of
mind. -

MORAL VACUUM

One may notice the striking
similarity between this concept
and the Indian concept of
kundalini which believes that
the dormant kundalini can be
stimulated with the help of
some yogic exercises like
dhyana, pranayama and so on.
The  traditional Chinese
exercises called Qui Gong may
be of Indian origin and later on
the Buddhist monks, like Kung
Fu and other martial art forms,
took it to China. The belief
gains ground when Mr Li
confesses that his teachings are
based on the Buddhist concept
of karma and compassion with
the final goal of attaining
enlightenment (bodhi) and
divine bliss (anandal.

Before the ban, the followers
used to assemble every morn-
ing under the red-yellow ban-
ner of FG in parks. They were
mainly middle agedsmales and

money”, adds Mr
Sin. In such a situation of
moral vacuum the forceful but
simple message of FG provided
an opportunity for the Chinese
to fulfil their spiritual as well
as psychic needs. “Thus FG is
trying to revive the traditional
Chinese spiritual and moral
values crushed by Communism
and as a result, people are
gathering under its banner in
thousands”, says Mr Sin.

REPRESSION

Communist leaders of China
have the means to suppress
any movement they apprehend
as a threat. So disparaging re-
marks started coming out from
the government-controlled
press and the leaders began to
paint FG as an anti-Commu-
nist conspiracy. An investiga-
tion was immediately ordered
Meanwhile security guard
infiltrated FG’s operatin
mechanism and secretly videc
taped its exercise sessions.

At last on 25 July 1999, th™
government banned the move
ment on the allegation thatit i
a pseudo-science like wit
cheraft. The government als
banned traditional QG exer-
cises and nearly two million
hooks and instruction tapes
were seized and burnt. Li was
declared a criminal and the
government sought the assis-
tance of Interpol to get him
arrested.

Nearly 1,200 key members
were sent in captivity to a
northern city and police started
stopping common people in the
streets for interrogation and
searching their bags for FG
texts.

But despite all such efforts
the government has so far
failed to discover a political
conspiracy or a plot to over
throw the present government
in FG. According to the New
York based Falun Gong Res
earch Society, 120 FG leader:
have so far been killed it
police custody, severa
thousands are missing anc
several hundred thousand:
are serving jail terms it
cities across China. But thoug!
the crackdown has scarec
everyone in China ane
followers of FG no longer dan
to perform their exercises ir
public parks, it remains to b
seen whether the movemen
can be killed by brute force./,,
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HONG KONG, arch.Y7. - A

three-day exhibitio
portraying the Falun

l but outlawed

1
\

Falun Gong
exhibition\

n aimed at
Gong
movement as an evil cult,
opened today in Hong Kong.

The movement 18 legal here
in mainland

China. -
More than 200 pi u\res ar}d

photographs have been dis-
played alongside some of the
world's deadliest cults, such
L as Japan's Doomsday, Aum
Shinri Kyo. The exibhition is
being organised by o-Bei-
jing groups.
“We hope Hong hon 1ti-
sens, through this exhib¥ion,
can increasc their unders{an-
ding of cults. This can help
maintain Hong Kong's stabili-
ty,” Mr Jiang Enzhu, head of
China's Liaison Qffice in
Hong Kong, said.
Falun Gong claims to have
milliona of followers in China
and has shocked the Commu-
nist Party by its persistence to
organise mass protests de-
gpite a nationwide crackdown.

A Falun Gong practitioner
inside the exhibition hall
showed a booklet containing
pictures of fellow adherents
seing tortured. Security
ds swiftly asked her to

Tuar
aave. “Look at these pictures,
I m these people are tor-
a Falun Gong member burning himself in China recently,
PTI

ured to death, to guch an ex- . . h id
ent that it is really horrible,” Visitors watch a video of a Faiun "
i at the anti-cult exhibition in

"ona Ching said. — Reuters Hi-cl

Hong Kong City on Saturday.

ﬁSTATES“AB

18 MAR 2001



\q/Chma blast .

“suspect na

AGEMCE FRANCE-PRESSE

SHIJIAZHUNAG, March 17.
Chinese police today
named a deaf murderer as the
chief suspect behind the four
huge explosions in the north-
ern Chinese city of Shijiaz-
huang which hospital sources
said killed at least 110 people.

A potice spokesman in the
city said 41-year-old Jin Ru-
chao, on run for the murder of
his girlfriend, was being
sought in connection with yes-
terday's explosions around a
complex of cotion factories.

However, some workers at
the state-owned factories tar-
getted by ihe blasts said they
believed disgruntled workers
carried out the coordinated
attacks because of fears over
mass lay-offs.

The Legal Daily and the Chi-
na Palive Daily carried black

“the victims are believed to;

ed

and white-bhotos today of Ji
along with details of an arrest
warrant and a $6,000 dollars
reward.

Jin is wanted for the 9
Mareh killing of his girlfriend
Wei Zhihua in Maguan coun-
ty, in the southern province of
Yunnan, said the warrant.

The suspected bomber had
two rooms in the 15th and
16th dormitories of Shijiaz-
huang No 3 cotton factory’s
residential area where one of |
the major blasts occurred, the
papers said.

Sun Wanglin, a police ofﬁcer i
in Manguan county near the
Cietnamese border, said Jin |
killed his lover after she re-
fused to return home with
him to Shijiazhuang.

A toll compiled after contact- |
ing nine hospitals in Shijiaz-
huang today showed 110 peo-
ple dead. However, the city's
No 3 hospital, where most of

have been taken, refused to'
comment.,

Xinhua has put the toll at}
18, which hasn't been upda-
ted for more than 24 hours.
Residents in the city said as'

many as 200 people died in | :

the blasts. The explosions oc- |
curred veslerday in the capi- |

tal of Hebei province, the Chi- ¥ ]

na News Service reported.

}
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~China lawmakerts vent _
\\graft,

e

ange
3

BEIING, March 15 — Chi-
nese lawmakers today signal-
led growing anger at rampant
official corruption by giving
work reports by the Supreme
Court and the chief presecutor
a tough passage through the
annual session of Parliament.

Delegates voting on the last
day of the National Peoples
Congress also showed reser-
vations about state spending
plans, with more than 20 per
cent withholding support for a
2001 budget that promises a
17.7 per cent hike in defence
papenditure.

More than 30 per cent voted
against or abstained in polils
ann reports by the Supreme
People’s Court and the Su-
preme People’s Procuratorate,
which vowed [ast week to
wipe out official graft, argan-
ised crime and the Falun
Gong in 2001

China’s Parliament has nev-

er tejected a Confmuniat Par-
ty proposal _dithough secret
voting has emboldened dele-

Y

REUTERS

-
e
A
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N
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Defeyates push buttons to vete during the final session of the Mational

budget

People's Congress in Beijing on Thuraday. - APIFTI

gates who are anxious to send
powerful signals to the gov-
ernment and party.

The votes in this year's two-
week NPC session showed an
increase in dissent over lasi
year, when 29 per cent of del-
egates voted against or ab-
gtained from voting on the

two documents,

This year, 530 delegates vo-
ted against the Supreme
Court’s report, white 337 ai-
ther abstained or did not vote
and 1,953 backed it The pros-
ecutor's  repott got the
thumbs-down from 584-with
346 not voting or abgkRining, .

R -



~China vows to wipe out
5, graft Falun Gong

\\

BEIJING, \March 10. - Chi-
na’s lawmakers have pledged
to wipe out corruption, which
it fears is undermining the
Communist party rule, rising
organised crime and the Fa-
lun Gong movement.

China’s top prosecutor and
the Supreme Court chief to-
day highlighted the fight
against bribe-taking, abuses
of power and neglect of duty
in reports to Parliamen.

“The crime of bribery cor-
rodes our cadre ranks, shat-
ters the mood of society and
undermines fair competition

REGTERS % j\‘}

and should he pdmﬁﬂud ac-
cording to law,” SBupreme Pep-
ple’s Procuratorate president,
Mr Han Zhubin told the NPC,
He said bribery cases shot up
by 28 per cent last year while
cases ol officials apetting
counterfeiting, smuggling, tax
evasinon and other erimes rose
by 43 per cent.

Mr Zhubin cited a case made
public lasi year, believed Lo be
biggest corruption scandal
since the Communist party
took power in 1948. Probes in-
to a scandal in Fujlan prov-
jtce, involving the smuggling
of luxury goods, oil and raw
materials worth $ 6 billien,

THE STATESMAN

11 MAR 2001

were compieted, he said.

Mr Zhubin and Supreme
People’s Court president Mr
Xiao Yang highlighted the iri-
al of {ormer depuiv national
police chinf Ui Jizheu for uak-
ing bribee from Fulian smug-
glers, China har alreadyr exe-
cuted ceven of 18 officials sen-
tenced fo death in the case
Mr Yang said China’s courts
tried 847 smuggling cases in
2000, an increase of 122 per
cent over 1999, Mv Li Peng
yesterday warned the
Assembly: “¥ we fail to do a
good job of i fightlng eorruptinn
and building & clean gavein-
ment, we'll visk thoe futnre”



_~Zhu presents cautious
‘blueprin
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FROM PAUL ECKERT U@J nistPArty congress, when five of

Beijing, March 5 (Reuters): With
major leadership changes coming
up next vear, Premier Zhu Rongji
set out a cautious blueprint for
China for the next five years
today, balancing economic reform
with concerns for social stability.

In an opening address to the
annual two-week session of parlia-
ment, Zhu set a comparatively
modest economic growth target of
around seven per cent a year for
the 2001-2005 period. :

That compares with blistering
growth averaging 8.3 per centover
the past five years. Zhu focussed
on many of the destabilising side-
effects of breakneck development,
warning of risingjoblessness, un-
paid pensions, corruption and en-
vironmental ruin.

He also took aim at the Falun
Gong, lumping the banned spiri-
tual movement with terrorists,
ethnic separatists and religious
extremism as threats to order and
security. Behind the caution of
Zhu's broad-brush speech was
next year's pivotal 16th Commu-

the seven members of the all-pow-
erful palitburo are set to step
down.

“In the lead up to next vear's
party congress, the idea is; ‘Let’s
maintain unity, otherwise we
could lose the plot,”” said a West-
ern diplomat. “It’s about not rock-
ing the hoat this time,” he added.

Said a second foreign diplo-
mat: “If they come up with any-
thing too adventurous now,
they’ll need to show concrete re-
sults before the congress.”

Zhu promised continued state
spending to bolster economic
growth, a cleaner environment
and close attention to improving
the quality of growth and address-
ing sacial security issues, “Ardu-
ous efforts have to be made to at-
tain this target through better eco-
nomic performance,” he said.
For the short term, China would
continue heavy state infrastruc-
ture spending and try to spur con-
sumption, Zhu said.

Zhu's 90-minute address ac-
knowledged the limits of state
planning in a society which has

YHL

t for econom

n

changed radically since it Hegan
market economic reformf 20
Years ago,

The five-year plan “contains
fewer specific targets and sets
more tentative ones adjustable to
structural changes”, he said. Un-
derscoring Beijing's risky em-
brace of a strong catalvst for
change, he said: “We must lose no
time in preparing for China’s
entry'into the World Trade Organ-
isation”,

And he broke new ground with
a “green” five-year plan stressing
theneed toclear choking air pollu-
tion, clean up foul rivers and lakes
and pursue sustainable develop-
ment. -

Zhu reiterated China's hard
line against the outlawed Falun
(Gong spiritual movement and the
government’'s blunt rejection of
international concern over reli-
gious and civil rights violations
comimitted under state efforts to
eradicate the sect. Falun Gong
was a “cult which has become
tool for domestic and oversezs
forces hostile to our socialist
ernment”, Zhu said.

-

N
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“Chinese PM miim on
Falun Gong role in HK
W

e B
Beijing, March 5 \'\ A

CHINESE PREMIER Zhu Ron
lashed out hard at the outlawe
Falun Gong spiritual movement
on Monday hut avoided criticism
of the group's role in Hong Kong.
which would have fuelled anxi-
ety there.

Falun Gong is legal in Hong
Kong, and the territory had been
watching to see if Zhu's speech
would add to concerns about Bei-
jing’s commitment to its promise
of a high degree of autonomy to
the former British colony.

Senior Chinese  oiticials
accused the Falun Gong last
month of using Hong Kong as a
platform to “point its spears™ at
China’s ruling Communist Party.
the most recent cause for alarm.

Analysts said any such criti-
cism trom Zhu would have stoked
fears of an erosion of the auton-
omy Hong Kong was promised
under the “one country. (wo sys-
tems” deal that returned the ter-
ritory to Chinese sovereignty in
1997. Tts conspicuous ahsence
triggered a sigh of relief.

“That savs Beijing is letting
the Hong Kong government take
care of its own problems.” said

Allen Lee, a Hong Kong delegate
ta the National People’s Congress
(NPC). China's parliament.

Political seientist Sonny Lo of
Hong Kong University said: Tt
gives the impression that the cen-
tral government is avoiding inter-
fering in Hong Kong affairs,”

In a speech opening the annual
two-week session of the NPC.
Zhu reiterated Beijing’s hard line
against Falun Gong, which he
called a “cult, which has become
a tool for domestic and overseas
forces hostile to our socialist gov-
ernment”. "We need to mete out
severe punishment to the small
number af’ criminals while mak-
ing unremiiting efforts to unite,
educate and rescue the vast
majority of people who have been
taken in,” he said of the move-
ment China banned in July 1999,

He lumped Falun Gong togeth-
er with terrorists, ethnic sepa-
ratists and religious extremism
as “eriminal activities that pose
a threat to social order and
national security”. By avoiding
the issue, Beijing was telling the
world it would keep its promise
of giving Hong Kong a high
degree of autonomy

. Reuters
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/Cflinu frees\cfissidc\aﬁi
as it bids for Olympics

REUTERS

[7 v /\“7 of international concxs'fn his re-
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N\ lease may be related to the
HONG KONG, March. 4. — Chi-\ Olympics bid,” the Centre said.

na has freed a leader of the
1989 Tiananmen democracy
movement six months before
the end of his stated sentence in
a.move that might be related to
Beijing’s bid to host the Olym.-
pic games in 2008, a Hong Kong
human rights group said today.
Mr Guo Haifeng was released
on b February froem a prison in
the central province of Henan,
the Information Centre for Hu-
man Rights & Democracy said
in a stalement.

His lerm was to end in August.

“As heis a prominent dissident

hina has faced criticism for
human rights as its bids to be
the venue of the 2008 Olympica.

Activists have urged the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee, which will decide later this
year where the games are going
to be held, to push for political
reform in China and improve
hurnan rights.

Mr Haifeng received a five-
vear jail sentence in Augusi,
1996 for “hooliganism™ when he
tried to promote democracy in=a
university, the group said, add-
ing the charge was “made-up.”

It was the dissident’s second
ncarceration.

The centre said he had been
released early from his first
sentence in 1993 at a time when
China was bidding to hold the
2000 Olympics, which were
eventually held in Sydney,

Mr Haifeng had been sentenced
to four years jail after Beijing
cracked down on the student-led
protesis in and around Tianan-
men Square in 1989,
Meanwhile, Harvard Universi-
ty has accepted US-based Chi-
nese dissident Mr Wang Dan,
another student leader in the
1989 movement, as dectorate-
degree student to read history.
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TWISTED FREEDOM,
U’\J{tha grapples with the Falun Gong5‘ YV

T is significant that while China’s dissidents attract httl
or no attention, the Falun Gong, an international cult with
Chinese roots, which is said to have addled the brains of 70
million people worldwide, is causing concern in Washington,
Amsterdam and other Western capitals. Why? Simply
because the dissidents no longer have any organised following
worth the name, while the Falun Gong can assembie 10,000
people on Tiananmen Square at a moment’s notice, and some
" of these are willing to set fire to themselves along with their
children, as in the last week of January. Of course, the
Western concern is motivaied by a bigger picture of potential
and actual persecution of religious denominations such as
Tibetan Buddhism to evangelical Protestantism, first -of
which is a mandatory liberal cause, while the second has -
direct and powerful links with lobbies and constituencies, -
mainly in the United States. One doesn’t get the impression,
though, that the Chinese are too hothered about the spread of
Christianity, maybe because of its limited success, or maybe -
hecause it brings in an additional input of westernisation te '
which the CPC is not at all averse,
The Falun Gong is a difierent kettle of fish altogether. Why *
the CPC thinks its existence is a direct challenge to its own
autharity is pretty clear. The cult has a philosopny with roots
in China's own native religions — taoism and such — and .
also borrows some features from Buddnism whose history in
China is long enough to make it Chinese. In other words, this
is a mainstream challenge, it is addressed to all Chinese.
~ That bothers the CPC which would prefer an ideological

vacuum filled by commerce and industry, rather than other-
worldly discontent which it was supposed 10 have got rid of in
1949,

Apart from ideological concerns, there is, ghove all, the:
memory of Tiananmen, 1989. The Chirese may defend that”
course of action endlessly, but they certainly do not want -
another blaodbath, especially when business is 50 geod and |
WTO is round the corner. Which makes the situation all the : :
more difficult, since ordinary repression is ruled out. Besides,
they are not dealing with students or with an alternative -
political vigion, but with ordinary working men and women,
well-entrenched in their own seciety. The self-immolations .
did draw some criticism, but the basic issue is something that .
has the potential to unite lots of people at a time when some
kind of a return to religion is underway — the right to a
private life free from official interference. It is sbvious that
the CPC 15 not yet ready to recognise this principle, or to
tolerate vther influences in society, The contradiction is that
such influences are inevitable. The Falun Gong is a primary
expression of traditionalist culture and identity as also a
depoliticised sense of solidarity~in a society from which
politics and critical fendencigeth culture, vital components of
madernity, have been bafished. The CPC sees the threat.
Long may it endure!




/Falun GQng creates ripples World ove

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

BELJING, Feb. 8 — China’s
crackdown on the Falun Gong
movementi sent ripples as far
away as the Hague and Ottawa
this week. [t showed fthat Bei-
jing’s harsh line on the spiritu-
al group is becoming more and
more of a diplomatic liability,
analysts sald.

Dutch foreign minister, Mr
Jozias Van Aarisen, cancelled
his trip to China and Hong
Kong after Reijing ohjected to
a meeting between a Dutch
human rights oificial and Fa-
lun Gong members.

Meanwhile, Canadian offi-
cials said Prime Minister, Mr
Jean Chretien, would raise
human rights issues, includ-
jng the Falun Gong clamp-
aown, in the course of a huge
trade mission due to leave for

MOVEMENT MAY BECOME BURDEN FOR CHINA

China later this weelk,

““It has attracted wide inter-
national attention. It high-
lights the diplomatic costs of
the crackdown on the Falun
gong,” said Mr Joseph Cheng,
a China expert at city univer-
gity of Hong Kong.

Analysts said it was no coin-
cidence that the 18-month-
long repression of the sect,
which claims 70 million mem-
bers on the mainland, was
suddenly moving towards the
top of the agenda for several
foreign governments.

Mr George W Bush had been
in the White House for only
four days when in late Janu-
ary his administration cleared
that it did not approve the way
Falun Gong was being treated.

THE STATESkeus

“] would renew our condemna-

tion of China’s crackdown on
Falun Geng,” the US state de-
partment spokesman, Mr Ri-
chard Boucher said, calling on
Beijing to release all group
members detained for peace-
fully exercising rights to “free-
dom of religion, freedom of be-
lief and freedom of conscience.”

“These things sometimes
have a bandwagon etfect,”
said Mr Cheng.

“When one country, such as
the USA under the new ad-
ministration, takes a strong
siand, other countries feel an
urge to foilow,” he added.

The publicity created by
some of the Falun Gong's re-
cent actions may have dubi-
ous vaiue, such as an attemip-

Zq 168 20

ted mass 101dc\ )‘Tﬁ

men on 23 JanuAry, when
seven followers tried to burn
themselves to death.

But Falun Gong is not the
first spiritual group to suffer
persecution in China, as Ti-
betan Buddhists and under-
ground Christian churches
have been the targets of peri-
odic crackdown.

While Mr Chretien may be
willing to talk about human
rights with his Chinese hosts,
the main purpose of his trip is
to head the largest trade mis-
sion in Canadian history, ana-
lysts pointed out.

The USA, which exported $
92.4 billion worth of products
to China last year, is not going
to sacrifice its business inter-
ests over Falun Gong, Mr Pe-
ter Baehr, of Hong Kong's

Lingnan college. /



‘China Falungong line

Beijing, Feb. 8: China’s crackdown on the Falungong
movenicnt sent ripples as far away as The Hague and
Ottawa this week, showing that Beijing's harsh line
on the spiritual group is becoming more and more of a
diplomatic liability, analysts said.

Duich foreign minister Jozias Van Aartsen made a
tast-minute cancelation of a planned visit to China and
Hong Kong after Beijing objected to a mecting
between a ranking Dutch human rights official and
Falungong members. Meanwhile, Canadian officiais
said Prime MinistertJean Chreticn would raise human
rights issues, including the Falungong clumpdown, in
the course of a huge trade mission due to leave for
China later this week. "It highlights the diplomatic
costs of the crackdown on the Falingong,” said
Inseph Cheng, a China expert at city university of
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Hong Kong. “Jt has attracted wide interpgitidnal ducy -
tion, and the Chinese government has a ot ol cxpla-
nation {o do.” Analysis satd it was no coinejdenc 2 that
the I8 month-long repression of the sect, which
claims 70 million members on the mainland, wis sud-
denly moving nearer the top of the agenda for several
foreign governments. Mi George W. Busli had been in
the White House for only four days when in laic fan-
vary his administration made clear it did not approve
of the way Falungong was being treated. T would
renew our condemnation of China’s crackdown on
Falungong,” IS state depariment spokesman Richard
Boucher said, calling on Beijing 10 pélease ull group
members detained for peucelully efercising rights to
“freedom of religion. [recdon helief and freedom
of conscience.” {AFF)
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74 v Will Net lead to a social change in China?

By TYLER MARSHALL akpd ANTHONY KUHN

BEIFING: Call it the ultimate test of Internet
[recdom: the world’s largesy state sceurity net-
work deployed to policc gyberspace in the
most populous nation on Earth, where the
numbecr of online users is growing exponential-
Iy The outcome will dictate how one-fifth of

ankind relates to a technology many are con-
vinced owns the future.

Most of those watching the struggle unfold
in mainland China believe that the shecr
growth of online users in the country - expect-
ed to top 100 million well before mid-decade -
will eventually overwheim even the most com-
prehensive authoritarian ciforts to control it.
But they note two important caveats: If it does
come, a free Internet in China will, in all likeli-
hood, not lead to political upheaval and demo-
cratic revolution, as some in the West assume.
Instead, it will be a vehicle for gradual, quiet
yel profound social change.

Amnd contrary (o the belief of many Ameri-
cans who smirk at the very idea of any govern-
ment trying to contro! the Intcrnet, the battle
now underway in China is no laughing matter
for the forces of free expression.

Just ask Lin Hai. Lin, a 31-year-old computer
engincer from Shanghai, was jailed for 18
months in carly 1999 for passing e-mail ad-
dresses to a banned Chinese Web site, He’s far
from the only such victim. A young Web site
owner in Sichuan province named Huang Qi
was arrested last June for allegedly posting ar-
ticles about the 1989 Tiananmen Squarc mas-
sacre on the Internct, and human rights advo-
cates in Hong Kong say he remains m custody
awaitifig trial. As police descended on his
home; he signed off with the matter-of-fact
PG

message: “Thanks to evervbody devoted to
democracy in China, They are here now. So
long.”

Ironically, some of America’s most success-
ful high-tech companies are selling the Chinese
government software that heips its security
forces troll cyberspace for material deemed
subversive or antisocial. Beijing also has other
formidable weapons of controbin its arscnal.

Among them:

e Employing raw intimidalion, such as high-
profile arrests of Internet uscrs and police
raids on Internet cafes, wherc large numbers of
Chinese sign on.

o Closing down suspcct Web sites inside China
and blocking foretgn oncs that carry material
critical of the government.

o Invoking strict limits on online news, includ-
ing requiring Web sites to get their news from
state media.

» Outlawing material judged a threat 1o state
security or harmful to national ynity.

In December Beijing imposed its latest wave
of restrictions - including a ban on using the
Internet to organize or coordinate the aclivi-
ties of what il termed “evil cults,” a measure
apparently aimed at containing the activities of
such groups as the Falun Gong spiritual
movement.

Even with these measures, China’s cyber-
cops can’t claim total control. But so far it
scems enough.

With the notable exception of one large
street dermonstration staged in Beijing by the
members of the since-outlawed Falun Gong in
April 1999, there is little evidence that dissi-
dents or other groups have successfully used
the Internet to organize anti-povernment

activities.

The great enemy of those sccking to control
the Internct is its growth - a growth fueled
targely by the recognition among China’s re-
formers that they have no choice but 10 em-
brace the Internet if they are to compete in the
global marketplace.

Qian Xiaoqian, head of the Internet Affairs
Office at the State Council's Office of Informa-
tion in Beijing, offers some startling figures:
From only a few thousand online uscrs when
the Internet first becamc available in
China five years ago, the number has risen Lo

21.4 million.

Morcover, the number of domain names
registered in China has quadrupled during the
past three years to 115,000, while the number
of active Web sites increased from 1,500 to
33,050 during the same period.

If this growth continues at its current pace,
China will have an online population of more
than 100 million within a few years and
become the world’s Targest user nation soon
aiter that.

“Security agencies are spending millions of

dollars to buy the latest tcchnoluglc_sj Ewu{l h;w)v.
can they keep track of volumes like tHa ?
asked Sin Chung-Kai, 4 member of olrl:g,
Kong's Legislative Council who reprg:,mtls Ll
territory’s information-technology mdus.m.u.
sector. “When the number of users LOLS uvglli
100 million, the political environment wi
change.” e
[n a study of dictatorial governments in ta;
digital age appearing in the online publw:d_l_lgu'
iMP: The Magazine on Information Imgaus,_d
trio of American scholars fm_mcl little equ_cr;uﬂ
that the Internet has undermined authoritarian
regimes. o
%)ne of the authors, Shanthi Kal:atiul u)t Fhe
Carnegic Endowment for In}emahonal I i;ifcei
in Washington, ID.C., said “it’s partly wis hu‘
thinking and partly anecdotal knowledge 1 ad
people have used fax machincs to organize an1
they figure the Inlernct s a much more powe
ful tool.” ) i
Popular belief has led some to falsely cret ]h
the I[nternct with an important r_ole n 5}1&_
cvents as the collapse of comsmumsm m'ﬁdb’s
ern Europe or the student profests 10 Beljlﬁgn
Tiananmen Square, both of whu_:h occurre llc
1989, The Internet played no significant ro
in either. "
Western political analysts also frequen );
share another false belief: that the mt'gor?ef
everywhere is just as itisin the US, a sym 0'
freedom of expression and a ool of empower
ment. . )
The history -and the image -of China Inler‘
net development could not e mote dlﬁer?noi
In China, the Net was born under state COIo"
and rcmaing very much ther espite its El:ii_
pressive growth and its ased commercia
ization. LATWe sve)




Ajalun ‘ﬂgm;ﬂ
over Tiananmen
R c1de

BEIJING J &

Falun Gong today demed alle-

gations by China that the

seven people who tried to burn

themselves to death here last
. week belonged to the sect.

The group’s US-based mem-
bers issued a statement in this
regard after the Chinese media
yesterday launched a new anti-
Falun Gong campaign, detail-
ing the alleged circumstances
surrounding the mass suicide
attempt on 23 January.

The teachings of the group
consider as sin any form of kill-
ing. Hence, the seven people,
including a 12-year-old girl,
couldn’t possibly have heen

Falun adh s, said
spokem X
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Beijing uses

fiery ploy to

discredit Falun Gon

Beijing, Jan. 31 (Reuters): Bei-

jing’s intensified bid to discredit
the Falun Gong spiritual move-
ment using gruesome picturesofa
fiery group suicide attempt ap-
peared to resonate on the streets
of Beijing {oday.

Especially effective were pic-
tures of 12-vear-old Lin Siying, her
face burned away and a hand
turned into a blackened claw after

- she, her mother and three others
doused themselves in petrol and
set fire to themselves in Tianan-
men Square last week.

Liu's mother was the only fa-
tality in the most dramatic of hun-
dreds of Falun Gong protests in
the square. But she got no sympa-
thy from peopie reading newspa-
pers posted along the street.

For 60-yearold retiree Yu
Changhe, the pictures supported
the government’s assertion that

g’alun GQIQ"S poison”.

“That woman was influenced
by Falun Gong leader Li Hongzhi
and went on to poison her daugh-
ter,” he said. Another bystander, a
woman surnamed Lan, agreed.

“What a pity that that could
happen to a child. Falun Gong re-
ally is harmfu:],” she said.

China’s Communist rulers are
using the plight of Liu Siying, now
lying critically injured in hospital
with burns over 40 per cent of her
body, to generate sympathy for an
anti-Falun Gong campaign known
mostly for palice brutality and
crude propaganda.

Major newspapers and state
television were plastered today
with grisly images of the giri, who
they said was persuaded by her
mother to join the self-immola-
tions on the eve of Lunar New
Year.

\ b\ (rverseas Fai (Gong organi-

sations say they dgubt sertously
the five were Falun, Gong mem-
bers, insisting the movement for-
bids all killing, including suicide.
They demand independent proof
that the five were real believers,
But diplomats who monitor
China’s 18-month-old crackdown
on Falun Gong — which has pro-
voked condemnation from many
Western capitals -— say this time
the Communist Party may suc-
ceed in capturing some moral
high ground from the beleaguered
sect. “If those persons are Falun
Gong, and most indications are
that they were, the authorities are
handling it right,” said a Western
diplomat. “It’s ugly seeing them
exploiting the little girl, but they
are saying ‘Look, they burn chil-
dren and how can you suppo
group that burns children®”

THE TELEGRAPE
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~~ Stick for Falun, wink for Buddhists

'RGENCE FRANCEPRESSE

BEIJING, Jan. 25. — Thousands\ of
Beijjingers flocked to temples today\o
pray for good luck and prosperity in the
new lunar year. despite more than 50
years of officially-backed atheism.

The estimated 100,000 people who
visited the Lama temple today were a
reminder that religien is returning to
China as Communism loses its power
over the hearts and minds.

As the crowds were thronging the
Lama temple, 1o the delight of incense
and snack vendors standing by the long
walkway leading to the main complex,
little more than 4 km to the south on
Tiananmen Sqguare the situation was a
markedly different one.

Hundreds of police were maintaining

tight security arcund the sguare, an
indication thiar Chinese religious
tolerance cotmes only in degrees and
does not cover the sutlawed Falun Gong
movement.

Worshippers at the Lama temple
would rather not be identified with the
Falun Gong, which, they said, had made
a fatal step aeross the border between
religion and superstition,

“Our kind of faith and the Falun Gong
are twe compleiely different things,”
said Zhu Taohui, a Buddhist aviation
worker. “If il becomes too confused, it's
superstition.” £hu (331 spent the sccond
day of the new year visiting the Lama
temple, the largest dedicated 1o Tibetan
Buddhism in the capital city. along with
his wife and two-year-old son.

“We're here heeause we're Buddhists,”

he said. *We want o express our hopes
that the year zhead won't bving too
much trouble.”

During lunar mew year, the largest
festival in Chinese communities {rom
Shanghai to San Francisco, it becomes
particularly clear that religion is
reemerging as an increasing number of
Chinese seek their cultural roots,
“Every year, we seem to be gotting more
people coming here during lunar ne
vear,” said Meng, a Buddhist monk. '}\”

o C e
g;_)(\, t Falun watch “ N

Beijing police today mainiained nearly
unprecedented-levels of surveillance for
followers of the banned Falun Gong in
Tiananmen Sguare. as the USA
renewed its condemnaticn of the

PME STATED W
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crackdown on the spiritual movement.
Large numbers of policernen patrolled |
in and outside the square f{vllowing ;
Tuesday's  self-immolation of one:
follower of the group and similar suicide
attempts by four others in the middle of |
the vast square. !
A few Falun Gong followers were seen |
being apprehended by police on ihe !
square taday morning, as security !
forces continued to question all Chinese |
entering {he square and inspeeting |
identification papers and bags. i
The USA, meanwhile, renewed ils '
condemnation of China's crackdown on ¢
the movement yesterday and urged
Beijing to release all group members -
detained for peacefully exercising rights .
to “freedam of religion, freedom odeTief
and freedom of conseience.” 1

!
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China’s
o

HE TIMING of the latest attempt

in the West to rake up ‘The Tia-

nanmen Papers’, presumptive

documents of historical source
material, is certainly intriguing. An artistic
impression, in fact, is that the Chinese
leaders find themselves cruising quite
comfortably along a political avenue be-
yond the once-desecrated Tiananmen
Square. The hallowed Square in the Chi-
nese capital, Beijing, was the scene of a
military crackdown against the perceived
uprising by a motley crowd of alleged
“counter-revolutionary” agents of “‘tur-
moil"in 1989, Significantly, Tiananmen is
also the famous venue where Mao Zedong
had affirmed the revolutionary establish-
ment of a communist state in the name
anct style of a People’s Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949. As a mute witness to several
historical events, the Square had also seen
a politically momentous mourning of
Zhou Enlai, a long-serving Prime Minister
of China, in 1976 — an event linked to the
latter-day rise of Deng Xiaping as the ‘par-
amount teader’.

‘The Tiananmen Papers’, though, are
said to pertain only to the suppression of
the dramatic “pro-demeocracy’ move-
ment by an informal alliance of students
as also intellectuals and workers in 1984,
These ‘Papers’ chronicle the purported
confabulations of China's highest author-
ities concerning a decision which they
eventually made, based on the assessment
by a “majarity” among them, to order the
Peaple’s Liberation Army to quell the pro-
test. While ofticial Beijing has now lost no
time to characterise these ‘Papers’ as fake,
reputed American Sinologists have found
them to be suffused with a high degree of
credibility that does not amounlt o an ah-
solute authenticity nonetheless.

The initial assessment of some Sinol-
ogisfs is that these ‘Papers’, attributed toa
source known only by the pseudonym of
7hang Liang, confirm much of what is al-
eady taken for granted in the Wust and

lsewhere. One such re-confirmed "histor-
:at fact’, rooted in the circumstantial evi-
ence available in Beijing of May-June
388, is that Deng, the ‘paramount leader’
" the time, had indeed overruled Mr.
1a0 Zivang then Secretary of the Chi-
:g¢ Communist Party (CCP). in order to
ecree military action against the ordi-
ary political dissidents assembled at Tia-

nanmen. An aspecticited in the West in
commendation of the ‘Papers’ is that the
purported documentation seems to be as
reliable as the circumstantial evidence —
for most part until now, the primary win-
dow on the political happenings behind
China’s Bamboo Curtain.

With Deng passing away in 1997 and
Mr. Zhao still believed to be under com-
tfortable house arrest, the obvious ques-
tion is whether the ‘Papers’ will make any
difference to the international perception

of China. Contrary to the conventional -

political-diplomatic wisdon: of the First
World, China has not really feund itself
hampered by the stigma of its draconian
action againsi the “pro-democracy” activ-

The puzzle, with no possible answer at this moment, is

top position at the national apex level
ahead of the Tiananmen crackdown. The
peint laboured is whether Mr. Jiang was
also privy to the decision about the crack-
down. This aspect is regarded important,
if only because Mr. Jiang succeeded Mr.
Zhao, a late convert ta the cause of politi-
cal reforms if not also democracy. as the
party chief immediacely after the Tianan-
nlen massacre.

Seen from a Chinese standpoint. a pos-
er is whether the 'Papers’ have been pub-
licised to coincide with the prospective
inauguration of Mr. George W. Bush us the
U.S. President. He has already surrounded
himself with advisers who tend to advo-
cate a LL5, military posture that is likely 1o

whether the ‘Tiananmen Papers’ have been ‘leaked’ in a

bid to influence the current course of China's politics.

ists in 1989, The speculation, therefore,
centres on the likely impact, if at all, of the
‘Papers’ on the political stature of Mr, Li
Peng, Prime Minister in 1989 and now the
second-ranking leader within the power-
ful CCP hierarchy. However, the fact re-
mains that the ‘Papers’, helieved to have
heen “leaked” by a “represcutative’” of
the political-refermists within China, are
nor known to paint Mr, Li in any the worse
colours than those reserved for him in re-
cent times in the West, Mr. Li's political
futnre will. of course, be determined by
China’s evolving inteinal dynamics of
governance. The puzzle, with no possible
answer ar this moment, is whether the
‘Papers’ have been “leaked” in a bid to
inlluence the current course of China's
politics, although the documents are con-
sidered to be short on extraordinary new
revelations.

Can the ‘Papers’ do any damage o the
internal prestige and international srand-
ing of Mr. Jiang Zemin? As a protege of
Deng, Mr. Jiang is China's current su-
preme leader who presides over the state-
civiliun apparatchik, as also the party pyr-
amid and the military command
structure. An inferpretation doing the
rounds in international circles is that the
‘Papers’ disclose a “"new fact'” that My,
jiang, still a provincial leader in the early
part of 1989, was perhaps confirmed for a

THE HINDY
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disturb China deeply among others. Yet,
the contra-indication is that the ‘Papers’,
a sheaf now duly vetted by American Si-
nologists, were first smuggled our of Chi-
na in a computerised forn “many
months” aga, when the outcome of the
recent .S, presidential poll was difficuit
to predict. Unless new evidence is 10 sur-
face in the future, this reality Teduces the
line of argument o one of treating the
‘Papers’ as a catalyst for a renewed in-
ternational debate on China's internal af-
fairs.

The overwheliming refrain in Beijing to-
day is that of promoting “socialism with
special Chinese characteristics”. This has
of course been dubbed by serious external
observers such as Mr. Colin Mackerras as
“capitalism with Confucian characteris-
tics”. Considered relevant to China's cur-
rent market-oriented cosmos are the
ideals propagated by Confucius, the CCP's
one-time bogeyman. These pertain (o a
clamour for stability and the accent on
“authoritarianism™ or more precisely the
Confucianist insistence on universal re-
spect within the society for the seat of au-
thority. Now, Mr. Jiang has even invoked
the image of secking to build a “socialist
democracy” (the obverse of India's by-
gone slogan aboul “democratic social-
ism"?). However, much of China's current
€CONOMmIc activity, even as [t prepares Lo

Qath beyond Tiananmen

\ By P.S. Suryanarayana

enter the World Trade Organisation, re

volves around patently proto-capitalisi
praciices {and increasingly the core stuft
of capitalism as well} in regard to such
aspects as the propagated imperative of
making the country rich. Above all, how-
ever. the country’s political culture is now
derived from a somewhat non-ideological
variant  of  Marxism-Leninism-Maoism.
The perceivably less sirident emphasis in
recent vears on the ideological dogma has,
however, compelled some veteran China-
walchers to focus a greater attention in-
stead on the “Stalinist” characteristics of
the functional structure of Government.

As the first Weslern communicator of
Mao's ideas, Edgat Snow had indeed
queted the Chinese helmsman as saying,
nearly o decade hefore the PRC was estab-
lished, as follows: "We are always social
revolutionaries; we are never reformists’™”
While this can explain the mass-based
movements that Mao subsequently orga-
mised under the banner of the PRC, in-
cluding the highly controversial Cultural
Revalution, he never fully anticipated
Deng's later-day reinterpretations, not to
mention Mr, fiang’s world view. The most
striking feature of these redefinitions of
the founding principles of the PRC per-
tains to the reality of a state-sponsored
development of the national cconomy on
virtual capitalist lines. This is deemed to
be consistent with the rationale of the PRC
on the ground that such development is
supervised under the auspices of the CCP
as the sole repository of political-state
power,

I is the sovereign right of the PRC 10
reorient its internal policies In nme with
the changing realities in global politics.
[ndeed, the Chinese cconomy has regis-
tered spectacular macro-level progress
quite consistently since the Tiananmen
episode of 1984, Yet, as puinted out by Mr,
Maurice Mceisner, a China-histerian, the
Chinese leaders may need to  guard
against creating an ironic  discontent
among its prolerariat in the zeal to mod-
eritise the economy by transparent cap-
italist practices without changing the
basic political structure of the state itself.

The political  question,  therefore. s
whether China requires a post-medtrm
variant of it ancient text, 7)) sook of

Lord Shiang” on statecraf)
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TOKYQ, JAN. 15, The |c]oser China
gets to the 2002 Communist Party
Congress the closer the China
watchers might see the real im-
pact of the just released Tianan-
men Papers. At the moment, a
process of elimination suggests
no specific purpose was attached
ta either the timing or the pur-
puse of their semi-clandestine
publication.

Most of the main figures of that
era, 198%, are history and unless
the Chinese Communist Party
publishes its own credible ac-
count of Tiananmen, in place of
the “'fake,” the fate of the three
remaining leaders will be debated
through the prism of the devel-
opments as reflected in the just
released papers. Mr. Zhao Zivang,
who advocates a course of rea-
sonahle centpromise could be re-
habilitated. The reformists could
force the retirement of Mr, [i
Peng, whose manipulated inter-
pretation of events and reports
from the field opportuned a tough
line by the elders. The papers also
show how the President, Mr. fiang
Zemin was itlegimately planted to
fill a vacuum. This factor could in-
fluence party debate on his burn-
ing ambition of remaining as
Chairman of the Central Military
Commission of the Party, or de
facto Emperor of the Middle
Kingdom.

Time and logic rule out some
suspicions about the purpose and
timing of the present release of
the new papers. Had these papers
been published in English in the
summer of last year, they could
have borne the maotive of trying to
scuttle the U.S. Congress vote in
favour of giving China Permanent
Normal Trading Relations status.
Now, once Beijing joins the World
Itade Organisation, such status is
automatic, Nor could the present
release be motivated by the need
to embarrass China at the annual
March meeting of the United Na-

o Tiananmen Papers may
affect Li Peng

tions Cormmission on Iluman
Rights. China has won that war
decisively,

What adds to the fact that this
was a chance publication, is the
addiry that the first publicly docu-

mented record of the events
known as the Tiananmen Square
“incident” or massacre, should
he translated in English and not
in the language in which the dis-
kettes, text etc., were smuggled
out, by whatever means by an of-
ficial carrying the pseudonym
Zhang liang. It has been an-
nounced that the Chinese text will
be released later. But why later?

On its part, the Communist
Party leadership and bureaucracy
has been typically ham-handed in
its reaction. On Tiananmen, as in
Taiwan or Falun Gong, the party
just does have fundamental skills
of credible denial. A claim of the
Tiananmen papers being fabri-
cated should have been appropri-
ately followed by the purported
genuine version or by official cor-
rections to the “fabricated” ver-
sion, Alternately, Beijing could
have finessed the papers by con-
firming the authenticity, and then
challenged the UI.S. to premature-
ly release its archives, such as
minutes of White House, State
Department meetings and reports
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of its mission in Beijing.

Contrary to some comment
that it is these recently released
Tiananmen Papers that prove the
earlier accounts wue, the reverse
seems to be true. Nobody can rule
out forgeries bur any doubts are
resolved by the fact that papers
get their legitimacy from their
great similarity to already know
accounts. Tokyo is full of j()y,l’é;lr—l
ists who covered Tiananmen and
almost everything in the new pa-
pers has long been bar talk all
over east Asia.

Oddly enough, neither these
15,000 pages of records, selective-
ly translated into English, nor the
previcus accounts over the past
11 years gives any uniform figure
of the number of casualties, stu-
dents, civilians or soldiers, except
1o cite an official by the Beijing
Party Secretary's report a fort-
night after the June 4 events, that
there were 218 civilian deaths, all
outside the Tiananmen square.

There arc two other facts con-
tained in the papers, at variance
with past accounts. One is the of-
ficial record which shows that the
demonstrations were so wide-
spread as to cover 341 cities, per-
haps the real cause for panic
ameng Mr. Deng Xiaoping, Mr. Li
Peng and party elders who or-
dered the armed clampdown by
over-riding the tie-breaker at the
Standing Committee. The Stand-
ing Committee of the Politburo
was split two by two and one ah-
stention on whether or not to use
farce. The other is that these pa-
pers show that troops did not dis-
obey orders to move to Beijing,
disproving past accounts,

it no longer matters what the
11.S. debates about what hap-
pened during Tiananmen. China
has grown and prospered and the
West has fought the West for the
Chinese market. What matters is
how the Chinese people debate
the documents when they are
published in their own language
in the run up to 2002.



%Béijing steps up campalgn
- against Falun Gong
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BELJING, Jan. 15. — China
has ordered its state-controlled
media to continue vilifying
Falun Gong, while 1,000 of its
supporters from around the
world, attending a conference
in Hong Kong, yesterday urged
President Jiang Zemin to halt
the crackdown,

The government has defended
its crackdown on the Falun
(rong, saying the 18-month
drive, condemned abroad for its
“ruthlessness”, enjoyed wide-
spread public support and was
basad on Chinese law,

Mr Ding Guangen, Beijing’s
hardline propaganda chief, said
at the weekend that China
faced a “long-term and ar-
duous” struggle against the
group. “Efforts should be made
to expose the political nature
and the danger that the cult

TATPEL, Jan. 15, — China is -
'building a base in a south-
ecastern city for advanced
long-range ground-te-ait mis-
sites, a move feared to weaken
Taiwan’s air defence cap-
abilities, the United Daily
News reported today.
— AFP
poses to society,” he said.
Members of Falun Gong, also
known as Falun Dafa, insisted,
however, that it had ne
political agenda. “This is nat a
political fight,” said Ms Hui
Han Yee, spokeswoman for the
Hong Kong Falun Dafa
Association.

Falun Gong preaches a
mixture of Taoism, Buddhism
and  traditional  Chinese
physical exercises. Beijing has

outlawed Falun (.rong hut it
remains legal in Hong Kong.
The meeting on Chinese soil,
the third in Hong Kong but the
first in a government. building,
has angered Beiling. Xinhua,
official Chinese news agency,
lashed out at Falun Geng's
Hong Kong and Macau
followers, saying the “notorious

. eult” was responsible for the

deaths of many people. The
People’s Daily branded the
movement and its leader a
“cheap tool” of Western forces
trying to topple the Communist
Party.

The State Council information
office said Falun Gong was a
“social cancer”. The statement
said 242 organisers of the sect
had been jailled and some
“stubborn elements”, who had
broken laws apainst illegal
demonstrations, had been sent
to labour re-education camps. 7



- Beijing climbhdown
on one-China pc pollcy
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BELJING, Jan. 6. — Beijing
has softened its “one China”
policy slightly by agreeing to
discuss  establishment of
direct trade, transportation
and communication links
across the Taiwan straits as
soon as possible,

The move came after two
separate meetings here bet-
ween Chinese mainland offi-
ctals and members from two
Taiwanese pro-reunification
party delegations, The China
Dty reported today.

“As long as (the three links
are) conducted as internal
affairs within one conntry, we
will take pragmatic steps to
work with them,” Mr He
Shizhong, the head of the eco-
nomic department of Taiwan
affairs office under the state
council, was quoted as saying.

The new overlure could

push forward more direct
contact between Talwan and
the Chinese mainland follow-
ing the formal start of the
mini-three links betwean the
outlying Taiwanese islands of
Jinmen and Mazu and
Kiamen and Fuzhou in Fujian
province on Tuesday.

The paper noted that
China, which views Taiwan
as a rebel province that musi
be reunified with the main-
land, has always demanded
explicit acceptance of the “one
China” principle from Taiwan
before the big three direct
links full-blown trade,
transportation and postal ser-
vice — or talks can resume.

In Washington, a news-
paper quoled the Chinese

deputy Prime Minister, Mr.

Qian Qichen, as saying that
Beijing has reformulated its
“one China” policy by offering
Taipei “co-equa” status.

llrged the i
administration
in the USA not to view China
as a strategié comapetitor.

The Washington Post said
Mr Qian’s statement was
made in an interview to
coincide with the formation of
the new administration.

To a question whether Chi-
na would be willing to acecept
a loose confederation with
Taiwan, Mr Qian said:
“Anything can be discussed.”

China’s “emergence as a
regional Asian power s
irresistible”, he warned the
USA against selling advanced
Aegis radars to Taiwan.

Chinese official said Bei-
jing’s three key principles on
the direct cross-straits links
are: they should be operated
as the domestic matters of
one country instead of as
state-to-state affairs;, they
should be direct and bilateral.




