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. OTTAWA, MARCH 2.In the next few days, Mr. Ber-
" nard Landry will formally take aver as the
Prime Minister of the province of Quebec and
in the process give a fresh momentum to the
separatist issuce that has been dominating the
provincial and national scene for the last sev-
eral decades. The abrupt resignation of Mr.
Lucien Bouchard as (he Prime Minister paved
the way for the Number Two in the Parti Que-
becois te formally clinch the leadership Jast
week,

The separatist issue was by no means dead
i1 Quebec in spite of the movement receiving
setbracks and in the gencral impression that
the people there had simply grown “tired” of
the whole thing, a sentiment that seems to
grip the rest of Canada as well. Bul Mr. Landry
is confident that the movement 1o break away
from the rest of Canada will e reinvigorated.

Even while making it known that he was
keen on assuming the leadership of Parti Que-
becois, Mr. Landry made no bones of the fact
that separatism was the first item on his politi-
cal agenda. T have heard the expression ‘Sep-
aratism is Dead” more than 100 times. The
explanation is wishful thinking,” Mr. Landry
remarked recently,

The question is why Mr. Bouchard decided
to call it gquits and when the next referendum
on the separatist issue will be held. Some anal-
ysts feel that Me. Bouchard realised that he did
not have the numbers on his side for Quebec
o break away from the rest of Canada and
decided to step down instead nf being forced

for separation ,

4
oul after a next failed referendy

A known hardliner on separation and one
who does not helieve thar Quebec iy a “dis-
tinet socicty” but that il is a narion, Mr. Lan-
dry’s big problem is the timing of the nest
referendurm. With the Parti Quebecois man-
date in the province set 1o last until 2003, the
incoming Prime Minister has w make a real
and definitive judgmental call.

Many knowledgeables helieve that Mr. [Lan-
dry will not be waiting until 200%; rather that
he could be inclined to call for an early pro-
vincial election which would then set the stage
for the referendum on separation. The key o
Mr. Landry’s “success” would depend on the
extent to which he is able to arousc the in-
terest of the French speaking people in his
provitice and in the extent he is able to egg on
the Liberal Parev and its leadership.  “People
do not like useless eleclions. So our mandate
can still [ast several vears to come. Bul people
do not like a demaocratic deficit..And T will
migrale bhetween those two concepts and call
an election when it will be necessary,” Mr.
Landry has been quoted in The Globe and
Mail. One view is that provincial elections
could come as carly as this vear itself,

The two earlier referendums on sepatation
in 1980 and 1995 failed — lhe last one on an
extremely narrow margin. And  spccessive
polls in the last few months have shown that
the people of Quebec have not really shown a
real appetite for another one. Support for sep-
aration is around 40 per cent; and fewer Que-
becers believe that the province can attain
sovereignty in the next 10 years.
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