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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JuLY 28. Fresh violence broke ou¥ in
Northern Ireland on Friday even as the British
and Irish Governments struggled to broker a
peace deal that would put an end to the dee-
pening political crisis over the IRA’s reluc-
tance to give up its weapons.

The Northern Ireland Secretary, Dr. John
Reid, met Sinn Fein leaders today after a night
of rioting in North Belfast. The cause was not
known but both Unionists and Republicans
blamed each other for starting the riots in
which one man received gunshots and police
were attacked with petrol bombs, bottles and
stones. Pitched clashes were reported after
some 300 rioters came on the streets on Friday
night and as the trouble centred around the
largely Protestant Ardoyne area, Unionists al-
leged that it was provoked by Republicans.

This is the second major flare-up this month
which has been marked by mounting political
tension following the resignation of the
Unionist leader, Mr. David Trimble as head of
the provincial coalition government. He re-
signed on July 1 to force the IRA to start de-
commissioning throwing the peace process in
a tailspin. Shortly afterwards, there were a se-
ries of clashes in the run-up to the annual
marching season by the Protestant Orange-
men.

The marches themselves, however, passed
off peacefully, but with militants on both sides
spoiling for a fight, tension has been runnmg
high and a prolonged political vacuum is likely
to help them gain further ground.

Observers said it was significant that Fri-
day’s violence came as the political stalemate
deepened with mainstream Unionists and Re-
publicans virtually rejecting a British-Irish
compromise peace package even without
knowing its full details.

The package, which was to have been an-
nounced yesterday, has been put off until next
week amid clear signals that neither side is
likely to acceptit. }eaked details have angered

esses night of rioting

A man walks past a bumed-out car following ovemight riots in
north Belfast on Saturday. — Reuters

Unionists as they believe the package makes
too many concessions to Republicans without
addressing their own concerns on arms de-
commissioning. Republicans, on the other
hand, feel that it falls short of their minimum
conditions for them to think of decommis-
sioning.

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
however, sought to keep the hopes alive say-
ing a solution was still possible. “We are quite
convinced we have the right package of pro-
posals — fair, reasonable — representing the
best way of breaking the remaining impasse in
the implementation of the Good Friday Agree-
ment,” he said. His Irish counterpart, Mr. Ber-
tie Ahern described the package as ‘“‘our best
effort” to break the deadlock.

He said it was not possible to “‘do everything
for everyone because of conflicting positions’
but the two Governments had tried to put to-
gether a package which, they believed, would

be acceptable to both sides. Their optimism,
however, was drowned in hardline political
rhetoric. The Ulster Unionist Party’s tough-
talking M.P., Mr. Jeffrey Donaldson, seen as a
potential successor to Mr. Trimble, accused
Mr. Blair and Mr. Ahern of “misrepresenting”
facts and said: “It’s time for Tony Blair to
come clean with the people of Northern Ire-
land instead of hiding behind a subterfuge of
spin.”

Mr. Donaldson and another party M.P,, Mr.
David Burnside have already called for aban-
doning the peace process and re-negotiating
the Good Friday Agreement.

Meanwhile, the Democratic Unionist Party
has blamed the IRA for stirring up trouble in
vulnerable Protestant areas, while Sinn Fein
blamed Friday’s violence on the Protestant Ul-
ster -Defence Association. Whatever be the

truth, the flare-up has further vitiated the cli-
mate. /
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EU releases rogue list

BRUSSELS, Dec 28 — The
European Union today published
names of organisations and people
it considers terrorists, fulfiling its

pledge after 11 September
terrorist attacks on the USA that it
would make a list of extremist
groups it sought to eradicate.

The 15-country bloc was stung
into creating a joint definition of
“terrorism” and creating a list of
groups all its member-states would
treat as terrorists following the
attacks on America.

In a detailed regulation
published with the list, EU
countries agreed to work together
to ensure that the groups and their
financial  supporters  were
suppressed and traffic in forged
identity documents and arms by
them stopped.

The text said EU leaders had
declared terrorism a challenge to

the world and to Europe and had
pledged to make the fight against
terrorism a priority.

Published without fanfare or
official comment in. the bloc’s
official journal, the list includes
groups active in the Basque
region, Northern Ireland and West
Asia Many of the same groups
appear on a US “terrorist
exclusion list”, published earlier
this month.

Groups on both sides of the
Northern Ireland struggle, such as
the Real IRA and the Loyalist
Volunteer Force, are listed but the
Irish Republican Army, a group
formerly considered terrorists by
the British government but which
has committed itself to the peace
process, is not.

The radical Basque separatist
group ETA appears, but the party
widely considered its political
wing, Batasuna, does not, despite
Madrid’s efforts to get it included.

EU diplomats who have spent

weeks drawing up the list agreed
not to include any political parties,
a European Commission spoke-
sman said. Palestinian Islamic
Jihad and Hamas-Izz al-Din al-
Qassem, which the list says is the
terrorist wing of the Islamist
group, Hamas, are on the list.
Lebanon’s Hizbollah is not on
the list though one of its senior
members is on a separate list of
alleged terrorists whose assets
should be frozen. That list is
aimed at bringing the EU in line.
with a United Nations resolution
of 28 September on freezing
terrorist assets. The 11 September
attacks galvanised EU political
leaders into creating a more wide
approach to policing and into
clamping down on “terrorism”.
Earlier this month the bloc
created an arrest warrant for a
wide range of crimes, including
terrorism, which, once issued in

one country, would valid
throughout the EU.



EU summit ends ] n
rows, Wlthout deal

Brussels, December 16

_IT WAS billed as a summit to
mark the launch of a new Euro-
pean Union, which would re-
engage with a public that has
lost the faith.

Much was achieved by the
leaders of the 15-nation bloc
during a two-day meeting in Bel-
gium, notably the establishment

* of a convention to debate widely
how it works and how it might
be reformed. ’

But hours of late wrangling
on Saturday over the location of
a dozen new agencies, which
failed to end in a-deal and fea-
tured an outburst by Italian pre-
mier Silvio Berlusconi, showed
EU members still find it hard to
rise above national interests.

Berlusconi, who demanded a
new food standards agency be
sited in the Italian city of Parma
rather than in Finland, was
unrepentant. “I said a strong
‘No’,” he told reporters as the
two-day summit . ended. “I
bumped into a difficult hurdle
but I did not give up.”

Some of his counterparts
were less confident the latest
spat would do anything to
improve the union’s image.

“It’s a bit petty,” Swedish pre-
mier Goran Persson said. A
bemused Persson, wondering
why the row blew up at all, said
the European public could
scarcely care less. »

It was hardly inspirational
stuff. The leaders strived and
failed to agree on sites for insti-
tutions including civil and mar-
itime bodies, a police training
college and an information tech-
nology security agency. -

TONY BLAIR

Last year’s Nice summit left
EU l&aders resolved never to
argue in the same way again.
There, the heads of government
were supposed to agree on
sweeping institutional reforms
to pave the way to accept 10 or
more new members in the years
to come — but fell short.

Wrapping up the two-day
summit, the 15 leaders took the
unprecedented step of agreeing
on a political convention to
chart the future course of the

union, adopting the Laeken Dec- -

laration on the Future of
Europe.

The convention, due to start
work in March, will draw up
proposals for reform$ to make
the EU operate more smoothly
and effectively as it prepares to
welcome up to a dozen new

members -— mostly former Com- -

munist countries of central and
eastern Europe — in thé next

few years. \W\ \

The Laeken Declaration, ped-
dled by the Belgian presidency,
set a new tone, stating that the
Union was at crossroads as it
prepared to enlarge and must
become closer to its citizens.

_The political convention will
sit for a year and guide debate
leading to a decision-making
council in 2004.

Much is up for grabs, and

© there is even the long-term

prospect of an EU constitution.
But the portents for a major
-overhaul of the cumbersome
bloc and its tangle of treaties
were not encouraging at this
summit. Belgium’s first ambi-
tious efforts were heavily dilut-
ed as Britain and Sweden com-
plained that it had posed ques-
tions in a “leading” way
designed to elicit the kind of fed-
eralist solution favoured by Bel-
gium and Germany.

And some members derided
the choice of 75-year-old ex-
French President Valery Gis-
card D’Estaing to head the con-
vention. Britain, which .has
more to fear than most from a
eurosceptic electorate scenting
the creation of a federal EU
state, seemed relaxed. That sug-
gested it too thought the most
far-reaching reforms would not
be achieved any time soon.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
said the EU was moving ahead
more pragmatically under
British and French influence.

“Of course Europe should
cooperate more closely... but on
the basis of nations coming
together, not some sort of feder-
al superstate,” Blair said.

Reuters

-HE HINDUSTAN TDE3

e

dr 80



!

1

U. warns U.S. against
extendmg war on terror

LAEKEN (BELGIUM), DEC. 15. The Eu-
ropean Union today warned the
United States against extending
its international war on terrorism
beyond Afghanistan without first
seeking approval from the inter-
national community.

“There can be no possible ge-
ographical extension of these op-
erations without the prior
approval of the international
community,” the 15-member
body said, a day after promising
participation in a U.N.-mandated
military force in Afghanistan. The
warning came in draft conclu-
sions made available in French
that were expected to be ap-
proved by the summit.

The U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush has repeatedly said that
the current campaign against Af-
ghanistan’s Taliban regime, Osa-
ma bin Laden and his Al-Qaeda
network is just the beginning of a
U.S.-led “‘war against terrorism.”
Pentagon sources have suggested
that further action against targets
and organisations accused of ter-

rorist activity or complicity could
include Iraq, Somalia, Sudan and
Yemen.

In another development, the
E.U. was set to declare its 60,000-
troop rapid reaction force oper-
ational today despite the failure of
diplomatic efforts to secure cru-
cial access to NATO planning re-
sources.

“The Union is henceforth capa-
ble of carrying out crisis manage-
ment operations,” the 15-nation
bloc planned to say in a final sum-
mit decldration. “The develop-
ment of mean$ ‘and capacities
that the Union has at its disposal
will allow it progressively to take
on ever more complex oper-
ations.” But the proclamation
rang hollow after Greece refused
to accept a deal under which its
aegean arch-rival, NATO ally Tur-
key, would have agreed to put the
Western defence alliance’s oper-

atlonal planmng at the E.U.’s dis-
posal. A

Without guaranteed NATO as-
sistance, the E.U. might have to
move towards costly develop-
ment of a parallel planning appa-
ratus for peacekeeping and other
missions in and around Europe.
With defence budgets across the
Union stagnant or in decline, the
chances of that look slim. The
Belgian Foreign Minister, Mr.
Louis Michel, whose country
holds the E.U.’s rotating presi-
dency, conceded before the sum-
mit that failure to set a
relationship with NATO in stone
would make a declaration of op-
erationality largely rhetorical. “If
no access to NATO’s resources
can be secured, it must declare
itself operational without such a
declaration being based on any
true capability,” he told the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

Turkey had threatened to veto
access to NATO planning unless
the Europeans guaranteed that its
force would not be used in dis-

Belgium’s Prime Minister, Mr. Guy Verhofstadt (left),
gestures while speaking with his British counterpart,
Mr. Tony Blair, at the Royal Palace of Laeken in Brussels
on Friday ahead of the E.U. summit. — AP

putes with Greece or over divided
Cyprus. An E.U. aspirant located
at the intersection of three crisis
zones — the Balkans, West Asia
and the Caucasus — it had also
sought the automatic right to join
E.U. security operations.

Hopes rose last week after the
U.S., Britain and the Netherlands
hammered out an accord with
Ankara. But Greece, which came
close to war with its neighbour as
recently as 1996 over an Aegean
islet, held out for assurances to
match those won by Turkey. It
objected to terms of the agree-
ment under which non- E.U. NA-
TO members — meaning Turkey
— would be invited to join mis-
sions of the new force on a case-
by-case basis and consulted on
missions that could have an im-
pact on their national security, —
AFP, Reuters
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/Agreement on

Europe’

s future &

amidst protests

(‘;‘/\\ REUTERS W’v\u

BRUSSELS, Dec. 15. - Euro-
pean Union leaders meeting
in Brussels today approved a
landmark declaration on the
future of Europe, ushering in
a period of intensive debate
on institutional reform of the
15-nation bloc, diplomats
said. The final text of the
Lacken Declaration, named
after the royal palace in Brus-

sels where the leaders met for

a two-day summit, fell short
of the federalist ambitions of
EU president Belgium, but
retained a reference to the
long-term prospect of an EU
constitution.

The declaration poses a ser-
ies of questions about how the
EU can become more open,
democratic and efficient, but
does nat try to anticipate the
answers. Earlier drafts with
more “leading questions” had
upset states such as Britain
and Sweden.

A Convention bringing to-
gether representatives of na-
tional governments and par-
liaments and of the EU’s su-
pranational institutions - the
Commission and the Parlia-
ment — will seek answers to
the questions posed in the
declaration. The Convention,
whose leader was due to be
named later today at Laeken,
starts its work on 1 March,
2002. It will make proposals
to an inter-governmental con-
ference where member states
will have the final say on the
future shape of the EU.

To help exchange rates Euro
notes and coins will be

launched in 17 days,
according to the draft conclu-
sions due to be issued today
at the end of the summit.
The summit was marred for
a second day by violent

protests. Anti-capitalist
marchers hurled Molotov
cocktails at police and

vandalised buildings and cars
during a march against the
summit, police said.
Scattered incidents erupted
during the march by some
700 self-proclaimed anarec-
hists.“No justice, no peace,

fight the police,” chanted a
demonstrator.
Protesters threw two

improvised petrol bombs -
Molotov cocktails - at police,
a police spokeswoman said.

Demonstrators damaged a
bank and broke windows of
various buildings and cars,
eyewitnesses said. The
incidents happened several
miles (kms) from the elegant
royal palace at Laeken where
EU leaders met behind a
heavy screen of security to
discuss the future of Europe,
the economic slowdown and
the war in Afghanistan. At
another point along the route,
the march turned into a
standoff between marchers
and police. Scores of police in
riot gear and backed by two
water cannon trucks
confronted the demonstrators
before they moved on again, a
Reuters reporter at the scene
said.

At least one car had its
window smashed and five
six protesters were led
by police, she said.
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UK France blamed foMBosn

Paris, November 30

UN MEMBERS including France
and Britain must share blame for
failing to stop the 1995 massacre
of up to 8,000 Muslim men and
boys by Serb forces in the UN
safe area of Srebrenica, a French
report has found.

The parliamentary report,
launched last year after allega-
tions that a French UN comman-
der in the .area deliberately
allowed the Serbs to capture the
town, said UN peacekeeping
operations were half-hearted and
poorly resourced.

It criticised France, Britain
and the United States, as perma-
nent members of the UN Securi-
ty Council which directed opera-
tions, for “undertaking commit-
ments they did not respect

because they did not equlp them-
selves with the means”.

“The reason for the fall of Sre-
brenica is to be found in the lack
of strong political will to inter-
vene by France, Britain, the
United States and the Bosnian
authorities in Sarajevo them-
selves,” the report concluded.

It said French General
Bernard Janvier committed a
“manifest error of judgement”
by refusing to sanction air
strikes against Serbs to stop
them taking control of Srebreni-
ca, but sgid there was no evi-
dence he deliberately helped
them. It said France’s blame was
particularly marked as a mem-
ber of the UN Security Council
and of the international Contact
Group formed to try to end the
war, and as the largest contribu-

tor of troops to the mternatlonal
mission in Bosnia,

“Srebrenica is also a failure
for France,” it said. The report
further noted the “astonishing
absence” of two British com-
manders of the UN operation
during the siege of Srebrenica.

The report said it was now up
to France, Britain and the United
States in particular to capture
Bosnian Serb wartime leader
Radovan Karadzic and his mili-
tary chief Ratko Mladic, both
still on the loose,

What has been described as
Europe’s worst atrocity since
World War II was committed in
July 1995. Bosnian:Serb. forces
steadily tightened their siege of
the small town in eastern
Bosnia, crammed with tens of
thousands of Muslim refugees.

1a carnage
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A small contingent of Dutch
UN troops stationed in the town
repeatedly requested air support
from Janvier, who declined the
requests—on one occasion
because it had been submiwted on
the wrong written form.

Finally taking control of the
town, Serb forces ferried women
and children to Muslim territory
on Serb buses and from July 13
systematically executed Muslim
male prisoners, mostly by shoot-
ing.

Some Bosnians believe UN
officials deliberately sacrificed
Srebrenica to “straighten out”
future borders, while others say
the French prevented air strikes
against the Serbs to secure the
release of French soldiers taken
hostage earlier that summer.

Reuters
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“Hardliners frown on
«\IRA arms moy

DAVID LISTER AND PHILIP WEBSTER UK SECUR"‘Y POSTS

THE TIMES, LONDON %{f /S

LONDON, Oct. 24. — Hopes that! LONDON, Oct. 24| — Britain
the IRA’s decision to decommis-| will dismantle folr security
sion some of its weapons would installations in Northern
bring stability to Northern Ire- Ireland “as quickly as possi:
land’s fragile peace were dealt a! ble” following the Iris
blow yesterday when dissident Republican Army’s decisio
Republicans called it a sell-out' to disarm, Mr Tony Blair’s
and hardline Unionists dis- official spokesman said
missed it as inadequate. 'today. Mr George W Bush

The IRA had been under pres-' has hailed the IRA decision.
sure from London, Dublin and! The installations, compris-
Washington to act, particularlyl ing army posts and police sta-
after 11 September and the ar-! tions, are in Magherafelt and
rests in Colombia in August of Newtownhamilton in the
three IRA suspects. i south of the province. — AFP

Its statement said: “Our motlva-L e
tion is clear. This move is to save the peace process and to per-
suade others of our genuine intentions.”

Republican leader Mr Gerry Adams said it was a huge moment
in the “history of our island. Let us not fritter it away.”

The International Disarmament Commission declared that the
IRA had put a quantity of arms, explosives and ammunition com-
pletely beyond use but gave no other details, saying that to do so
would hinder the ultimate aim of scrapping all weapons.

The British army will today begin dismantling four military in-
stallations in a televised display of de-escalation.

Republican Sinn Fein (RSF), the splinter group which brgke -
with mainstream Republicanism in 1986 and is widely
the Contmulty IRA’s political wing accused the Provi
surrender “unprecedented” in Irish history.
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M\ By Batuk Gathani

BR , OCT. 20. At the conclu-
sion ‘of the emergency Ghent
summit on Friday night, the 15
European Union member-States,
resolved to back the American
drive to replace the Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan.

U.S. special forces have
launched the ground phase of the
war in Afghanistan. The military
action launched in southern Af-
ghanistan marks a “turning
point” in the second week of the
war in Afghanistan. The European
Union final document did not
specifically mention an overt
overthrow of the Taliban regime
as called for in the initial draft
declaration.

As the French President, Mr.

Jacques Chirac said: “This differ-
ence over wording did not hide
the fact that there was ‘no ques-
tion’ that the Taliban had to be
replaced by a democratic regime
and concluded that its (Taliban)
internal and external behaviour
justifies its replacement.”

The final Ghent summit docu-
ment says that under the auspices
of the United Nations, the Eu-
ropean Union should “work to-
wards the emergence of a stable
new government, legitimate and
representative of all the Afghan
population.” At this stage, neither
the European nor American offi-
cials have any idea of the contour
and composition of a post-Tali-

~"E.U. backs U.S.
to overthrow
ban regime

ban administration and the wr-
rent perceptions are based on
‘“‘agreed generalities” as a Zu-
ropean observer put it.

The Ghent summit also jer-
suaded the European Cenral
Bank to lower the interest rates to
contain challenges posed by the
economic slowdown. The ICB
president, who has consisteitly
championed the cause of the
bank’s independence, said ttere
would be no cuts in interest ntes
until next year. Mr Wim Duien-
berg, ECB president, told the 1.U.
leaders that the bank wouldnot
change its monetary policy uriess
the European inflation rate vent
below the current projectior of
less than two per cent in the 1ext
year.

The president of the Eurojean
Parliament, Mr. Nicole Fontine,
urged the people and gowrmn-
ments of Europe to agree sviftly
on ‘“‘joint, concrete measure!’ to
strengthen civil defences and
medical sectors against the tlreat
of biological terrorism.

Justifying holding a mini-um-
mit for an hour before the om-
mencement of the main sunmit,
the British Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair said Britain, Fance
and Germany intended “no dsre-
spect” to the other countrie:and
added that E.U. support fo the
military action had strengtlened
since the bombing in Afghanstan
began. '
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BRUSSELS, OCT. 18. The summit of
the 15-nation European Union
member states on Friday in the
Belgian city of Ghent, is sched-
uled to be preceded by a separate
summit of the leaders of France,
Germany and Britain, “for talks
on Afghanistan’”.

The leaders of the three coun-
tries will meet for an hour before
the E.U. summit. They have ac-
knowledged the need to consult
at the “highest level” on the in-
ternational situation, following
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the
U.S. and the situation in Afghan-
istan. The initiative for the meet-
ing was taken by the French
President, Mr. Jacques Chirac, in
the wake of cracks beginning to
show in the Western alliance as
the war in Afghanistan drags on
with little tangible achievement
on both the military and political
fronts.

On Friday, the E.U. leaders will
attempt to forge a common policy
on Afghanistan. On Wednesday,
the Foreign Ministers tried to
“paper over” the cracks in the Eu-

E.U. summit to evolve common

policy on Afghanistan

ropean response to the Afghan-
istan crises. Overtly, the Foreign
Ministers have resolved to main-
tain “total solidarity” with the
U.S. and the Bush administration
in its fight against terrorism. The
Europeans are divided ideologi-
cally between the pragmatists
comprising centre-right and mid-
dle-of-centre parties and so-
called ideologues and anti-war
factions, comprising centre-left
parties. Politicians on both
sides of the fence have to walk a
fine line keeping in mind their do-
mestic agenda and defining a
broad role of the E.U. to help
forge a new agenda in post-Tali-
ban Afghanistan. Slowly but sure-
ly, Europeans are waking up to
the reality that the war on terror-
ism may drag on for years — as
Mr. Bush put it.

The bombing raid in Afghanis-
tan will soon enter into the third
week but the Northern Alliance —
the Taliban’s main opposition —
has yet to launch a military offen-
sive to take Kabul. The U.S.
bombing has, however, crippled
the Taliban’s fighting power. The
British have given the broadest

hint yet of the imminent use of
ground forces. As allied warplanes
pound targets in north of Kabul
and other military installations,
the scenario does not warrant a
major offensive on the ground.

The Taliban stronghold of Kan-
dahar has yet to be cracked. The
military strategists at the NATO
headquarters and bureaucrats
and politicians in the European
Commission and in the European
Parliament have differing percep-
tions about the unfolding mijlitary
and political scenario in Afghan-
istan.

The European security agencies
have been embarrassed by revela-
tions about the extent of penetra-
tion of Osama bin Laden’s
Al-Qaeda and similar organisa-
tions into major European coun-
tries. The intelligence agencies
are busy co-ordinating their activ-
ities related to money laundering,
freezing assets and tightening
border controls and focusing on
activities of religious and youth
groups suspected to have links
with Al-Qaeda.

The Europeans are also con-
cermmed about the consequences

of spillover effects of the Amer-
ican military air strikes, which
have its embarrassing moments
— like the destruction of a Red
Cross warehouse and some half
the volume of food supplies for
refugees falling into the hands of
the Taliban.

The E.U. will first debate how
its member states could combat
terrorism within its borders and
secondly, what the EU. as a
whole could do about Afghanis-
tan. It would also like to forge
closer links with the United Na-
tions.

The cynical European view is
that Pakistan and Gen. Pervez
Musharraf's Government are
“getting maximum mileage” out
of the crisis in Afghanistan as one
European observer put it and
hence it is argued that the E.U,
should also sort out its priorities.
“Bedding with a military regime,
for military ends is not comfort-
able” quipped an European offi-
cial who also feels that Pakistan
needs to be “rewarded’ for doing
a U-turn on the Taliban and Osa-

ma. //
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7 o\ 7It’s the loyalists now, ,

T IS a deep irony and has
not gone unnoticed that at
a time when Britain is
crusading against
international terrorism, in its
own backyard terror is thriving
with the situation in Northern
Ireland worsening by the day.

The expectation that the
worldwide campaign against
terrorists in the aftermath of
America’s “black Tuesday”
would have a salutary impact
on Britain’s home-grown
extremists has been belied and
things have got so bad lately
that last week, the Northern
Ireland Secretary, Dr. John Reid,
came close to declaring that the
loyalist Ulster Defence
Association (UDA), which has
been involved in a number of
violent incidents, was in breach
of the official ceasefire, and
another Protestant paramilitary
outfit, the Loyalist Volunteer
Force (LVF), is being
investigated for the murder of a
journalist on September 28.

Martin O’Hagan, 51, a senior
Sunday Worldreporter, is the
first journalist covering the
Northern Ireland crisis to have
been killed in what is seen to
be a warning to the media to
lay off terrorists. “His murder

has drawn a new line in what is’

acceptable to print and what
can get you killed in Ulster,”
according to an

Observer columnist who knew
O’Hagan Journalists say it has

never been easy to report
Northern Ireland but, by and
large, they have been able to
operate fairly freely even
through some of the most
vicious phases in the sectarian
conflict.

The O'Hagan murder,
however, has suddenly changed
the situation and there is
concern that this could be the
beginning of a campaign by
terrorists to force the media to
toe their line — a new and

While the IRA has
been under pressure,
the loyalists have
been playing havoc.
Hasan Suroor on
the situation in
Northern Ireland.

uglier phase of intimidation
which began with the
harassment of small Catholic
schoolchildren in North Belfast
last month when, for days
together, residents of a
predominantly Protestant
neighbhourhood tried to
prevent them from walking past
loyalist homes to reach their
school.

Tension over the issue still
remains with the Catholics

saying that they have a right to
use a public road and
Protestants alleging that IRA
supporters masquerading as
“parents’ are using children as
a cover to infiltrate loyalist
property and stir up trouble.
Last week, there was fresh
violence making it the worst
summer in 20 years, according
to the police.

The most disturbing aspect
was the participation of little
children raising concerns that
‘‘a new generation of hatred”,
as the Independent put it, was
beginning to come of age. “The
soldiers and the RUC (Royal
Ulster Constabulary) look on
them as a nuisance rather than
a danger. But give them a
decade and unless things
change remarkably in the
meantime, many of these
children will know how to fire a
rifte or revolver, will have learnt
to manufacture and use bombs,
and know exactly how much
sugar is needed in a petrol
bomb,” the newspaper said.

Significantly, it is the loyalist
outfits which have been more
aggressive in recent weeks,
presumably emboldened by the
IRA’s difficulties after some of
its activists were found
hobnobbing with an extremist
group in Colombia; and more
critically after Washington
openly snubbed it for dithering
on the issue of giving up its
weapons and thus endangering

 .Loyalist damage on the streets of Belfast. e

the fragile p¢ace process.

Traditionally, Washington has
been a friend of the
Republicans because of a
significant Irish electorate in the
U.S. and, the Sinn Fein
president, Mr. Gerry Adams,
was feted in America even when
he was persona non grata in
Britain but after the September
11 attacks the equation has
changed.

With Britain going out on a
limb to support the U.S.-led
coalition against terrorism,
America cannot be seen to be
soft towards an organisation
that has been giving sleepless
nights to Mr. Tony Blair.

So, while the IRA and its
political wing, the Sinn Fein,
have been under pressure, the
loyalists have been playing
havoc. The Sinn Fein’s
moderate loyalist coalition
partner in the Provincial
Government — the Ulster
Unionist Party (UUP) — has
also become more aggressive
and wants its expulsion from
the Government if it does not
get the IRA to start
decommissioning.

The UUP chief, Mr. David
Trimble, who plunged the peace
process into a crisis after he
resigned as head of the
Government in July to force
decommissioning, has not only
ruled out a return until the IRA
starts destroying its weapons,
but has tabled a resolution in
the Assembly against the Sinn
Fein’s continued participation
in the coalition.

He has said that if the
resolution is defeated, he would
remove his Ministers from the
Government — a move which
would inevitably lead to the
collapse of the peace process.
Even if he does not carry out
the threat, it would require ail
of Mr. Blair’s fire-fighting skills
to get the accord back on the
rails considering that the IRA
has shown no inclination to
oblige.

Mr. Adams has made clear
that the Republicans will not
give in to “‘ultimatums”, and to
underline this the IRA has
practically shelved its offer to
destroy two of its arms dumps.
Northern Ireland’s political
institutions have been at a
standstill for three months now,
and if a solution is not found
over the next four weeks, the
British Government would be
forced, under the rules, to
suspend the Assembly
indefinitely or call for fresh
elections. Neither of which
inspires confidence in the

future of the Good Friday
‘Agreemént. - /
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PARIS, SEPT. 21. With the arrest of
suspected terrorists in France,
and arrest warrants issued in Ger-
many today, European Govern-
ments have started a concerted
anti-terrorist campaign.

Several suspects were arrested
earlier this week in France, Belgi-
um and the Netherlands. Police in
Europe are turning up fresh evi-
dence that the terrorists who took
part in the attacks against the
United States on September 11
transited through several Europe-
an countries.

On Friday morning, French po-
lice arrested seven suspected Is-
lamic fundamentalists. They were
being questioned by the DST, the
French counter-espionage agen-
cy. Officials said the detentions
were linked to a series of raids in
Belgium and the Netherlands car-

tions made by a Franco-Algerian
arrested at Dubaif airport in late
July. The Spanish 'Interior Minis-
try said today that the 33- year-
old Egyptian terrorist, Moham-
mad Atta, who was aboard the
American Airlines flight that
crashed into the World Trade
Center’s north tower had spent
two weeks in Spain in July.

Spain’s E! Mundo newspaper
reported that Atta had gone to
Spain to meet a member of QOsa-
ma bin Laden’s Al Qaeda organi-
sation.

Spanish authorities said Atta
stayed at a hotel in Salou, a sea-
side town, rented a car and left
from Madrid airport on July 19.
The hotel owner told reporters he
found Atta “educated and likable”
and that the man did not meet
anyone during his two-day stay at
the hotel.

- . . .
Europe drive against terrorists

By Vaiju Naravane { ) "4ried out on?fe

Germany says it has issued war-
rants for a 29-year-old Yemeni
national and a 26-year-old man of
German-Moroccan descent on
charges of “belonging to a terror-
ist organisation, carrying out the
murder of several thousand per-
sons and other serious crimes.”

Investigators in Germany said
there are as many as 100 suspect-
ed Islamic terrorists lying low in
Germany. Regional Interior Min-
ister, Mr. Fritz Behrens, said au-
thorities had identified some of
the so-called “sleepers” and taken
“important steps so that our
country does not become a base
for mass murder.” In the Nether-
lands, police charged two French
men and one Dutch national for
forging and falsifying documents
with a view to planning an attack.
Police in Prague are also looking
into contacts made there by Mo-
hammed Atta.
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NORTHERN IRELAND / ARDOYNE BLAST ADDS TO TENSION wy- \2{

~ Talks to stem violence may yield little

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT. 5. The situation in
Northern Ireland worsened today
and there were fears that it could
spiral out of control after a bomb
exploded in Ardoyne, north Bel-
fast, where Protestant and Ca-
tholics have been engaged in a
bitter row over a disputed route
to a school.

For the third day in a row,
young Catholic girls were jeered
and abused as they nervously
walked through a “security corri-
dor”, erected by the police, to re-
ach the school which lies in the
heart of a Protestant neighbour-
hood.

Commentators warned of the
long-term political consequences
of the rising sectarian tension
which has led to violent clashes
and reprisal attacks by the two
communities.

Loyalists threatened ‘“‘an-eye-
for-eye” after a Protestant teen-
ager was knocked down and
killed by a Catholic motorist on
Tuesday.

The boy, who had been throw-
ing stones at Catholics, was
chased by a woman motorist and
mowed down in what the police
were treating as murder.

The violence prompted calls
for a political initiative to kick-
start the stalled peace process.
Observers believed that the sud-
den eruption of violence was a di-
rect result of the political vacuum
following the resignation of the
Unionist leader, Mr. David Trim-
ble from the provincial Govern-
ment over the issue of arms
decommissioning by the IRA.

They said armed extremist
groups, opposed to the peace
process, were exploiting the po-
litical crisis by playing on the
deep-seated sectarian prejudices.

The Unionists, who have been
demanding that the IRA should
give up its weapons, were widely
seen to have damaged their cause
by targeting Catholic schoolchil-
dren at a time when pressure on

the republicans to disarm was -

growing.
“After what happened on the

Ardoyns}(oad this week, howev-

a3

Roman Catholic girls and t

heir parents make their way through a

Protestant area to Holy Cross Roman Catholic school in north
Belfast, Northem Ilreland, Wednesday. — AP

er, why should any republican
militant feel under any pressure
at all to cooperate,” The Guardi-
an asked.

The demonstration of Protes-
tant hatred, it pointed out, was
likely to have a negative impact
on political opinion which had
begun to appreciate the Union-
ists’ viewpoint on decommis-
sioning. The Times was equally

vehement that the behaviour of
loyalist protesters was “foul” and
“unacceptable”.

Analysts drew parallels be-
tween what is going on in north
Belfast and the scenes of racial
hatred in America's Deep South
in 1957 when white racists bul-
lied and jeered black girls going
to a school in Little Rock. The Ho-
ly Cross Primary School in Ar-

doyne could become Northern
Ireland’s Little Rock, one news-
paper warned.

Fears of a negative political fal-
lout were also beginning to haunt
the Unionist/loyalist leadership
and for the first time, there was
an attempt to distance the
“movement”’ from what were
sought to be portraed as “indi-
vidual” acts of Protestant resi-
dents of north Belfast. Mr.
Trimble denounced the violence
and said there was a “serious
danger” that the trouble could
spread to other areas. Mr. Billy
Hutchinson, a leading Progres-
sive Unionist legislator, who had
earlier said loyalists were simply
“reacting” to the republicans’ in-
timidating tactics sounded more
contrite today. He said he was
“sickened” by what was going on
and was “ashamed to be called a
loyalist”.

The Northern Ireland Security
Minister, Ms. Jane Kennedy was
holding talks with political and
community leaders today in a bid
to defuse the situation, but given
the surcharged mood on both
sides, prospects of an early end to
the tension looked slim.

Meanwhile, the blast this
morning, in which two police of-
ficers were injured, happened
when parents were escorting
their children to the beleaguered
Holy Cross school.

Protestants object to the Ca-
tholics walking past their homes
to reach the school, and want
them to use another route. Their
complaint is that IRA men are us-
ing the children as a “cover” to
encroach on loyalist territory and
stir up trouble.

Catholics, on the other hand,
maintain that the approach road
to the school is public property
and as residents of the area they
have a right to use it. The explo-
sion, which caused great panic,
followed a night of violence dur-
ing which loyalists set fire to po-
lice vehicles and attacked

security forces. -
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Northern Ireland pedce

process is beginning to

seem like an impossible
jigsaw puzzle. Everytime they
think they have got all the
pieces in place, something,
somewhere goes wrong and it is
back ta square one.

The situation in the strife-
torn province in recent weeks
has been swinging from-despair
to hope and back to despair
again. After a fresh setback to
the peace process this week one
commentator summed it up
aptly using the Sisyphean
analogy. “The rock that was
rolled all the way to the top of
the mountain has now rolled all
the way down,” he said. And all
in the space of a few days.

A little over a week ago, the
immediate political crisis over
arms decommissioning looked
close to a settlement. The joint
British-Irish peace package,
offering a raft of concessions to
the Republicans in the hope of
a reciprocal gesture on
decommissioning, drew a
guarded but hopeful response
both from Unionists and
Republicans.

And then came the IRA’s
“historic” announcement that it
had agreed with Gen. de
Chastelain’s decommissioning
body a method to put its
weapons ‘“‘completely and
verifiably beyond use”.

The Sinn Fein president, Mr.
Gerry Adams, who speaks for
the IRA on political issues,
hailed it as a “historic
breakthrough” and Gen. de
Chastelain was sufficiently
impressed by what the IRA had
told him to commend its offer
to the British and the Irish
Governments.

Even IRA-sceptics were of the
view that this was by far the
most significant declaration of
its intent and deserved a chance
despite the IRA’s not
particularly reassuring track
record on the question of giving
up its weapons.

Moderate Unionists too
acknowledged that the offer
appeared to be an advance on
the IRA’s earlier position and
the first reaction of the Ulster
Unionist Party (UUP) chief, Mr.
David Trimble, was not entirely
negative.

But then hardliners struck —
the very same elements who

had forced Mr Trimble on july 1

to resign as head of the
Provincial Government on the
plea that Unionists were no

w1, ON edge in Ireland

The Sinn Fein’s Gerry Adams makes a point... will it ever end?

The situation in Northern Ireland has been
swinging from despair to hope and back.
‘ Hasan Suroor reports.

longer willing to share power
with Sinn Fein so long as the
IRA, its armed wing, continued
to hold on to its weapons.

Even before Mr. Trimble
could give a considered
response, his party’s resident
hawks such as Mr. Jeffrey
Donaldson — seen as his main
rival in the leadership tussle —
rushed in to reject the offer
saying nothing short of a start
to the physical destruction of
weapons would satisfy the
Unionists.

The idea was to pre-empt Mr
Trimble, regarded by
Republicans as the only
moderate Unionist they can do
business with, and it worked in
a climate where moderates on
both sides have been losing
ground to the hardliners.

Mr. Trimble was quick to pick
up the cue and cast his lot with
the rejectionists declaring that
he had been led up the garden
path by the IRA once too often
in the past and was not inclined
to go down the same road
again.

The Unionists, he said, would
return to the Government only
after the IRA started destroying
its weapons and announced a
time-frame for completing the
process.

To be fair, Mr. Trimble had
few options if he meant to
remain in business. Given the
polarisation of Ulster politics
along extreme positions there
were only two options before
him — say‘yes to the IRA offer
and risk losing the party
leadership or, having already

b1

been pushed into resigning,
stick to the hardline and
prevent the real hawks from
taking over the party. Notin a
position to beat them, he
decided to join them.

The Republicans were furious
and accused him of wrecking
the Good Friday Agreement.
They made it clear that this was
as far as they were willing to go
and that the Unionists were
living in “cuckooland” if they
believed they could force them
to buckle under pressure.

The Republicans were even
more infuriated when the
British Government, despite
their opposition, suspended the
Assembly for a day on August
10 to overcome a canstitutional
technicality and buy more time
for negotiations. They called it
an attempt to arm-twist them
into starting decommissioning,
arguing that what the
suspension effectively did was
to set a new six-week deadline
for the two sides to come to an
agreement with the onus of
making this possible thrust on
them.

The Government, they
complained, had again given in
to the Unionists. Instead of
pressuring them to accept the
IRA’s offer, it had “‘rewarded”
them for rejecting it, and now
expected the Republicans to
carry the can.

In a show of public anger, the
IRA withdrew its offer of
decommissioning altogether,
accusing the British
Government and the Unionists
of putting hurdles in the way of
“peackeeping’. The Unionists
in turn denounced it as a
“political stunt” to extract miore
concessions. This has pushed
the clock back to where it
started on July 1 with Mr.
Trimble’s resignation.

The IRA’s credibility has been
further compromised by the
arrest of three of its activists in
Colombia for allegedly
hobnobbing with guerrrillas in
what is believed to be an arms-
related deal, though the fuli
facts are yet to be established.

If no agreement is reached by
September 23, the Assembly
would have to be either
suspended again or dissolved in
order to hold fresh elections —
and barring the Northern
Ireland Secretary, Dr. John Reid,
few believe that, five weeks
from now, there would be light
at the end of the tunnel.
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, AUG. 16. If the latest findings of a
European opinion poll is any criterion, the di-
vide between the U.S. and the European
Union could be widening. It was revealed that
four out of five citizens of Germany, France,
Britain and Italy disapprove of the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush’s conduct of foreign
policy, which is seen as ““catering exclusively”
to U.S. interests. Hence, Europe’s ties with the
U.S. is rated as a new cause for concern.

Most European officials one talks to, overtly
disapprove of Mr. Bush's foreign policy which
is widely rated as “‘isolationist”. The more ex-
treme European perception is that it is even
“patronising”.

Eighty per cent of the Europeans strongly
reject the U.S. withdrawal from the Kyoto
global warming treaty. Mr. Bush’s desire to
abandon the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty
and his proposal to deploy a missile defence
system are also rejected by most Europeans.
These are the key dividing issues in the West-
ern alliance.

Mr. Moisy, a respected deputy director of
the French Institute of International Relations,
has been quoted as saying, ‘“For the first time
since 1947, a mutual decoupling of the United
States from Europe is truly possible.” It is ar-
gued that the end of the Cold War, the chang-
ing political map and ideological contour of
the E.U. and globalisation have caused ““fun-
damental changes’ in the 50-year relationship
between the U.S. and Europe. Many Europe-
ans feel that the U.S. is now logistically and
economically more leaning towards the ‘“Pa-
cific rim" region in Asia. The Bush adminis-
tration is seen as being increasingly immune
to European aspirations on security and eco-
nomic fronts.

Many feel that the U.S. §n the 20’s and 30’s
was isolationist and all thi§ changed after the
last World War by a new geheration of “Amer-
ican internationalists” who rescued Europe
from post-War economic misery with the Mar-
shall Plan, followed by the creation of the
United Nations and NATO. Now that the Sovi-
et military threat has evaporated with the ex-
tinction of the Soviet Union, the U.S. is
suspected of becoming more isolationist, self-
centred and pursuing a foreign policy based
on its own global interests.

An American commentator described this
as a ““fall-out from Bush’s mulish policies” and
argues that “there is no heavier piece of politi-
cal lumber today than George W. Bush’s deter-
mined campaign to challenge the existing
standards and procedures of international
cooperation” when it is realised that in seven
months, the Bush administration has rejected
in “aggressively-stated fashion” some half-a-
dozen global treaties and negotiations, strong-
ly favoured by the rest of the world.”

Mr. Bush leaves a first impression that while
his Government is not deliberately isolationist
“it is comfortable with being isolated”’. Hence,
a ‘“subtle danger arises from an American
President down-playing or manipulating in-
ternational cooperation so aggressively.”

Many Europeans strongly feel that Mr.
Bush'’s decision to opt out of treaties projects a
unilateral image that belies his desire to work
more closely with European allies with the re-
sult that Bush administration ‘‘has found itself
isolated against the allies it sought to culti-
vate.”

Such European sentiments and anxieties
are reflected in the latest opinion poll with the
vast majority of the Europeans disapproving
of Mr. Bush’s policies. Amid such a flood of
criticism of Mr. Bush’s performance, more
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seasoned European and American commenta-
tors are urging caution and follow a “wait-
and-see” policy and warn against a “‘war of
words” on both sides of the Atlantic, amid a
newly-found quest that in final show of things
Mr. Bush may ultimately “turn round” to pur-
sue a more balanced trans-Atlantic dialogue.

Germany and France — key European "lo-
comotive” economic and political powers —
will hold general elections in 2002 and their
politicians now gain by distancing themselves
from Mr. Bush’s policies which are widely
rated as unpopular by an overwhelming ma-
jority of the Furopeans.

The “trans-Atlantic agenda’’, six years ago |
indicated that the U.S. investment doilar will
try to find a first home in the 15-nation E.U.
market, at the cost of the U.S. lowering its
investment profile in Eastern Europe and the
emerging markets of Asia.

The trans-Atlantic accord was created after
five months of intense negotiations during the
Clinton presidency, as the first step to launch-
ing a free trade and investment zone in the
Atlantic region.

Europeans are also convinced that despite
the Bush rhetoric, this is still possible. The
E.U. is already one of the largest overseas cus-
tomers for U.S. goods and services. It is pro-
posed that “‘trans-Atlantic agenda” could be
the launching pad for creating a North Atlantic
Free trade area (NAFTA), which would bring
together three of the world’s largest export
customers for U.S. goods and services — the
E.U., Canada and Mexico.

These markets would create a massive free
trade area with a combined gross domestic
product of $ 10 trillions and a total population
of more than 770 millions. For many Europe-
ans, this is still the goal, not just a Utopia. .~
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ULSTER / EFFORTS TO BREAK DEADLOCK FAIL

/ N. Irela

A
By Hasan Suroor "&9

LONDON, AUG 11. After failing to break the dead-
lock in Northern Ireland, the British Govern-
ment has suspended the Provincial Assembly,
giving six more weeks to Unionists and Re-
publicans to come to an agreement on the
thorny issue of decommissioning.

The new deadline for them to get the peace
process moving again is September 23, but
already doubts were being expressed if a
breakthrough would be possible given the
sharp Republican reaction to the decision.

Technically, the suspension is only for one
day but it means that the institutions such as
the power-sharing coalition created under the
Good Friday Agreement can remain in place
for another six weeks despite the political vac-
uum created by the Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP) leader, Mr. David Trimble’s resignation
as head of the coalition. He resigned a month
ago to force the IRA to get rid of its weapons as
envisaged in the Good Friday Agreement.

The Sinn Fein, the key Republican player in
the peace process, denounced the suspension
calling it a surrender to Unionists and warned
that it would have a damaging effect on Re-
publican opinion.

There was speculation that the IRA might
review its offer of decommissioning which it
announced early this week and break off com-
munication with the independent interna-
tional weapons inspectors charged with
overseeing decommissioning.

Observers recalled that it had done this after
the Assembly was suspended on a previous
occasion under similar circumstances. There
were fears that far from paving the way for a
solution, the suspension might cause Repub-
licans to harden their stand on decommis-
sioning.

Republicans were furious over the Union-
ists’ refusal to accept the IRA’s assurance that
it was on the verge of decommissioning and
had in fact agreed on a method to destroy its
weapons.

The suspension was seen as a capitulation
to the Unionists’ insistence that they would
not return to the Government unless the IRA
physically started decommissioning and gave
a time-frame to complete the process.

Republicans described the suspension as a
breach of the Good Friday Agreement,
prompting concern, as The Times noted, that
the “IRA might pull out of talks with General
John de Chastelain’s disarmament commis-
sion and withdraw the plan to put its guns

beyond use.”
The Siyy{in president, Mr. Gerry Adams,

MAssemny suspended

As the clock above the Botanic Inn pub on the Malone Road in Belfast,
Northern Ireland, struck midnight on Saturday, the Provinclal Assembly
was officially dissolved. — AP

accused the British Government of having
done a ““deal” with Unionists and said the Re-
publican opinion would be “frustrated and
angered” by the move.

Earlier in the week, the British Government
was attacked by Unionists for not putting
enough pressure on the IRA to disarm. They
also believed that the British-Irish peace pack-
age, offering a number of concessions to Re-
publicans on policing and their security
concerns, had a pro-Republican “tilt”.

The Republican outrage over suspending
the Assembly was put on record by the Sinn
Fein’s chief negotiator, Mr. Martin McGuin-
ness, who said: “No one should consider that
the institutions can simply be suspended at
the behest of David Trimble... without consid-
ering the effects of these actions, especially on
nationalist and Republican opinion... David
Trimble needs to recognise what people are
saying on the streets.”

Mr. Trimble, who had favoured suspension,
left for a holiday, apparently satisfied with the
decision but the hardline Democratic Union-
ist Party (DUP) attacked it saying the best
course would have been to dissolve the As-
sembly and call for fresh elections. It accused

the Government of avoiding elections which,
it said, would have resulted in more gains for
it.

In the recent general elections, DUP per-
formed well at the cost of the moderate UUP
just as the Sinn Fein outperformed the more
moderate Republican group, the SDLP. The
British Government feared that an election
might see both Republican and Unionist har-
dliners further improve their position, thus
polarising extreme politics.

The Northern Ireland Secretary, Dr. John
Reid, who took the decision to suspend the
Assembly on Friday after consulting the Irish
Government, claimed it was the “‘least worst”
option, saying fresh elections were not in the
interest of Northern Ireland. “I believe that it's
(suspension) the way which minimises the de-
struction and possible damage to the peace
process and maximises the opportunities to
build on the progress already made’’, he said.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, holi-
daying in Mexico, concurred hoping that the
extra time would allow both sides to bridge
their differences — a hope net very widely
shared in political circles.
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, AUG 10. The Northern Ire-
land Assembly was today headed
for a brief suspension which would
give the warring parties another six
weeks to resolve their dispute over
decommissioning. The suspension
was likely to be for just 24 hours
and a formal annoucement was
awaited ahead of tomorrow’s con-
stitutional deadline to find a way
out of the political crisis following
the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP)
chief, Mr. David Trimble’s resigna-
tion as head of the provincial gov-
ernment to force the IRA to
destroy its weapons.

The Northern Ireland Secretary,
Dr. John Reid, and the Irish For-
eign Minister, Mr. Brian Cowen,
had extensive talks at the Hillsbor-
ough Castle, just outside Belfast,
today amid conflicting suggestions
from Unionists and Republicans.
While hardline Unionists called for
dissolution of the Assembly and

fresh electlons, Republicans
opposed any move, including sus-
pension, that would seem like ca-
pitulating to Unionists who are
insisting that they would not re-
turn to the Assembly unless the
IRA starts decommissioning.

The Sinn Fein president, Mr.
Gerry Adams, said freezing the As-
sembly even for a day would
amount to acquiescing to the
Unionist veto on the IRA's offer on
decommissioning. Unionists have
rejected the offer because it does
not set out a time-frame but the
{RA insists that it would not act un-
der pressure and would decide the
timing and method of decommis-
sioning in consultation with the
independent international decom-
missioning body.

“The act of suspension by the
British Government ...if this hap-
pens with the British Government
acquiescing to a unionist veto
changes everything”, he said add-
ing that the whole peace process

was at a “‘crossmoads’’. Another se-
nior Sinn Fein leader, Mr. Martin
McGuinness, cautioned that the
British Government must first cal-
culate the effect of suspending the
Assembly on nationalists and re-
publicans. Such a move, he said,
would be viewed as a ‘‘reward” for
Mr. Trimble for bringing the peace
process to a near collapse. There
was speculation that Republicans
might walk away from the peace
process if the Assembly was sus-
pended. It would be the second
time that the Assembly would be
suspended since it was set up fol-
lowing the Good Friday Agreement
in 1998.

The anti-agreement Unionists,
led by the Democratic Unionist
Party (DUP), called for a review of
the peace process and fresh elec-
tions to determine public opinion.
The DUP’s deputy leader, Mr. Pe-
ter Robinson, said:“They should
respect democracy and call elec-
tions.” But the British and Irish

ged for suspension

Governments were reported to be
concerned that elections might
lead to further polarisation with
both Unionist and Republican
hardliners gaining at the cost of
the moderates as happened in the
general elections when DUP and
Sinn Fein made signficant gains at
the expense of the moderate UUP
and SDLP respectively.

Mr. Trimble, pushed by his party
hawks not to yield to the pressure
to accept the IRA offer, attacked
the Government for not pressuring
the IRA to act more decisively on
decommissioning.

“Opportunistic, sentimental
soundbites appear to be the only
mode of discourse for a Govern-
ment with lists of apparent con-
cessions (to Republicans)’, he
said. A short suspension, he said,
would help if there was credible
expectation that in the intervening

period the IRA would move o de-
commissioning. /

v



/ THERE
over North&rn Ireland that one hesitates to wel-
come even a genuine movement forward. For
the first timé in half a century, the troubled Brit-
ish province sees light beyond the dark tunnel of
sectarian killings. In a move that has been char-
acterised by its leader as historic, the Irish Re-
publican Army has given a pledge to put its
arsenal of weapons completely and verifiably be-
yond use. It is not the peacenik’s ideal goal of
total surrender of arms but decommissioning, by
which the IRA will ensure that its considerable
accumulation of weapons would be sealed away
beyond use in a manner that involves no risk to
the public and avoids any possibility of falling
into the hands of hardline rivals. The Canadian
General given the task of overseeing the decom-
missioning has said he is satisfied with the IRA
proposal and that it is in accordance with the
.» three-year-old, path-breaking Good Fnday
\Agreement that actually ushered in the current

eace process. The issue of getting rid of weap-
. ons has all along bedevilled the 1998 agreement,
with the reported decision by the IRA, the most
feared terrorist network in the world and a role

model for outfits like Sri Lanka’s LTTE, made.

possible by a package of proposals unveiled a
week ago jointly by the British and Irish Govern-
ments.

The ceasefire, a landmark power-sharing
mechanism set up under the peace process and
the not inconsiderable progress at breaking
down barriers achieved so far have ensured that
neither side — the Protestant Unionists who
want the province to remain with Britain and the
Catholic Republicans who want merger with the
sectarian friendly Irish Republic — is willing to
take the blame for any setback or breakdown.
The blueprint drawn up by the two Governments
marked a major effort at accommodating the
fears of the republican groups. The broad thrust

' d
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VE BEEN far too many false dawnm the package covered reform of recruitment to

the police force, which the republicans com-
plained was now weighted in favour of the Pro-
testants and did not fully reflect the composition
of the province, and a programme of demilitar-
isation involving scaling down the presence of
the British armed forces and the dismantling of
army bases. There was an unmistakable eager-
ness to meet the demands of the republicans
spearheaded by the IRA and its political arm, the
Sinn Fein led by Mr. Gerry Adams. This had
come about from, the realisation that without a
movement toward decommissioning of IRA
arms, there was every possibility of the leader-
ship of the rival Unionists slipping away from
moderates like Mr. David Trimble and falling in-
to the hands of hardliners. There was also the
danger of obscurantist elements like Rev. Ian
Paisley getting back to centre stage.

A hundred years of bloody sectarian strife in
Northern Ireland is not about to end but the
peace process has definitely been saved for now
from the war-mongers on both sides of the reli-
gious divide. The massive car bomb explosion
triggered in London by a splinter group of the
IRA opposed to reconciliation and the killing of a
Protestant teenager who was felled by a bullet
intended for his Catholic friend underline the
continuing, inexplicable tragedy that is Northern
Ireland. Street clashes between Protestants and
Catholics and paramilitary violence have contin-
ued even as the British and the Irish Govern-
ments battled with the peace process.
Decommissioning of weapons was perhaps the
most serious of obstacles. Considering that no
terrorist outfit in the world has been successfully
convinced by peace-makers to surrender their
arms, what Britain and the Irish Republic have
wrung out of the IRA and the Sinn Fein is a
historic deal. Ulster may &e beginning to see
the light of peace.
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NORTHERN IRELAND / DECOMMISSIONING MOVE SHOT DOW

Unionists lukewarm to IRA o

% By Hasan Suroor H 0 r\JO

LONDOI AUG 7. The IRA’s “historic”’ 'move on

Unionis\s pouring cold water on hopes of an
early brebkthrough in Northern Ireland’s dead-
locked peace process.

Expectations were raised after the IRA on
Monday announced that it was prepared to
start a “'process” leading to the destruction of
its weapons — a move welcomed by the British
and Irish Governments and grudgingly greeted
even by sceptics. But the Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP) chief, Mr. David Trimble, whose party
holds the key to a settlement, today ruled out

any compromise with Republicans in the ab-~

sence of a firm time-table for decommission-
ingg He said he wanted to see
decommissioning actually start in order to be
convinced that the IRA was serious about it.
“We are glad to see that the IRA has taken a
significant step towards decommissioning, but
it hasn’t begun decommissioning. We want to
see that happen,” he said.

Mr, Trimble, who is under pressure from his
own party hawks to take a hardline, told the
BBC that similar assurances by the IRA in the
past had led to nothing. Twice, his party had
gone into government with Sinn Fein on the
basis of expectations that the IRA would start
decommissioning but “on both occasions we
were let down”. His statement came ahead of a
crucial meeting of his party legislators at which
he was expected to face some tough questions.
The party is believed to be evenly divided be-
tween moderates and hardliners with the latter
often ending up pushing the agenda.

Mr. Jeffrey Donaldson, a leading party hawk,
dismissed the IRA move as a ‘“‘pre-cooked
deal”” between the British Government and Re-
publicans. He said the main issue was whether
the IRA was going to start decommissioning
and when. Mr. Donaldson, who is seen as a
challenger to Mr. Trimble in the leadership
struggle, has enough clout in the party to swing
opinion and it was he and his fellow hawks
who forced Mr. Trimble to resign as head of the
provincial Government last month plunging

A young boy walks past Republican graffiti following the latest IRA statement on
weapons in West Belfast on Monday. — AP

the peace process into a crisis.

Republicans were predictably dismayed by
the Unionists’ reaction, and the Sinn Fein lead-
er, Mr. Gerry Adams mocked Mr. Trimble for
“pocketing” what he termed as the IRA’s “his-
toric initiative”. Among those who accused the
Unionists of looking the gift horse in the
mouth was Mr. Albert Reynolds, a former Irish
Prime Minister and one of the architects of the
Good Friday Agreement. He told the BBC'’s
Newsnight that under the Agreement, the issue
of decommissioning was to be sorted out be-
tween the IRA and the international weapons
inspection body headed by Gen. John de Chas-
telain and now that Gen. de Chastelain had
confirmed the authenticity of the IRA move,
there was no reason to doubt it. How decom-
missioning was to be done should be left to be
decided by the General in consultation with
the IRA and political parties should stay out of
it. He also pointed out that handing over weap-
ons or their destruction in the presence of
Unionists was never envisaged in the Good Fri-

day Agreement. The decommissioning was to
be a process — and it was to be left to the de
Chastelain commission to handle it. Gen. de
Chastelain said he believed that the IRA’s pro-
posal “initiates a process that will put IRA arms
completely and verifiably beyond use”.

The Guardian, meanwhile, claimed that de-
commissioning could start ‘“within the next
month” and that international arms inspectors
would testify to having been present while IRA
weapons were ‘‘destroyed before their very
eyes”. It said these two moves should answer
Unionists’ “‘anxieties” on the timing and
method of decommissioning and if they still
remained dissatisfied, then there would be a
question mark over their commitment to “the
very idea of power-sharing, as enshrined in the
Good Friday Agreement.” The Times was less
enthusiastic saying that Unionists were justi-
fied in demanding a “reliable timetable” for
decommissioning. What the Republicans had
offered was a “‘route map”’ but “buying a map
does not mean one has set out on a journey””.

THE HiNDUL

IH'P LRl
Ve W e




N\

H 0 By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, AUG 4. The latest initiative
to defuse the palitical crisis in
Northern Ireland today looked
headed for a dead-end as the po-
lice warned of a “murderous”
new phase in republican terror-
ism following Thursday’s bomb
blast in west London, alleged to
be part of the terrorists’ “‘worry-
ing new agenda” to wreck the
Good Friday Agreement.

Both Unionists and National-
ists were reported to be having
second thoughts over the joint
British-Irish peace package in the
light of the new terrorist offensive
and it seemed unlikely that they
would be able to meet the August
6 deadline-for a decision. Despite
attempts to put'on a brave face, it
was clear that the Real IRA, be-
lieved to be behind the explosion,
had succeeded in slowing down
the momentum towards an early
solution. The two sides admitted
that it had made their task more
difficult and that hardliners were
back on top again. “It won't
wreck the peace process as the
Real IRA want but it will make a
difficult job even more difficult,”
republicans told The Guardian.

Analysts said what the bomb
had done was to blow a hole
through the three most crucial
elements of the peace package:
decommissioning by IRA, police
reforms and scaling down securi-
ty in Northern Ireland. Until the
bomb happened, there was con-
siderable optimism over a break-
through with the IRA expected to
make a ‘‘gesture” on decommis-
sioning in exchange for more ex-
plicit assurances on policing and
security. But Thursday’s blast has
dramatically changed the situa-
tion and signals from the Sinn
Fein/IRA camp today suggested a
rethink. Their view seemed to be
that decommissioning at this
stage would be exploited by the
Real IRA in its propaganda war

- Blast puts Ulster
-\, deal in doubt

against the IRA whom it portrays
as a “traitor” to the Republican
cause by signing the Good Friday
Agreement.

With decommissioning clearly
on hold, the package was seen to
be in deep freeze as the Unionists
have made it clear that the peace
process cannot move forward so
long as the IRA continues to hold
on to it weapons. On policing and
demilitarisation too, the Union-
ists’ attitude hardened and the
Ulster Unionist Party’s chief ne-
gotiator, Sir Reg Empey de-
nounced the proposals for police
reforms as ‘“‘an absolute non-
sense”. Unionists believed that
any move that might weaken se-
curity at a time when police were
warning of a new climate of vio-
lence was fraught with risk. They
strongly opposed the propasal,
contained in the peace package,
to bring down military installa-
tions as demanded by the repub-
licans. Independent observers
echoed the view that any signif-
icant change in security profile at
this stage would make the prov-
ince more vulnerable to terror-
ism.

““If the Government’s proposals
(for scaling down security) were
implemented, the British army
would be dramatically circum-
scribed in its ability to monitor
and interdict terrorist activity in
the republican heartlands’ of
South Armagh and Tyrone where
the Real IRA has considerable and
growing support,” The Times said
arguing that while compromises
were necessary to secure peace,
security itself should not be com-
promised.

Meanwhile, London was on full
alert as police warned that there
could be more terrorist attacks in
the coming days. Heavy security
marked the queen mother’s 101st
birthday celebrations and Lon-
doners were told to be extremely

vigilant.
/
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omb;bl‘a ‘makes dent in
N.Ireland peace process 4\

By By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times News Network

- LONDON: A huge bomb blast in
a busy London area has ripped a
hole through hopes for the dead-
locked Northern Ireland peace
process. Police blamed a dissident
Irish Republican group for trying
to destabilise crucial ongoing
peace negotiations, even as the

.three-year-old Good Friday
Agreement appeared to be near
collapse.

The British government has
urged political parties in
Northern Ireland not to allow the

bomb blast to deflect them from

trying to salvage the agreement.
The 40-kg bomb, which was
packed into a stationary car, was
the largest in recent times. The
explosion, which occurred in a
busy area of west London in the
early hours of Friday morning,
injured seven people and caused
damage estimated at hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

It blew out shop and pub win-
dows, scattered debris within a
200-metre radius and littered the
pavements with glass. Residents
and passers-by said they could
feel the force of the explosion
half-a- mile away. Doctors treat-
ing the victims said they were
surprised there were no fatalities
or life-threatening injuries, con-
sidering the ferocity of the blast.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair condemned the attack as
“pointless”, even as police said it
was the “evil” work of Irish dissi-
dents planning “mass murder”.
Sinn Fein, the political wing of
the Irish Republican Army, said it
was “absolutely wrong” and lead-
ing Irish politicians said it was a
“barbaric” act.

Police say they suspect a dissi-
dent Irish Republican group
called the Real IRA. Born out of
a Republican split three years
ago over whether or not to accept
the peace process, the Real IRA

has previously concentrated on
what the security srvices call
“spectaculars”, that is high-pro-
file attacks on London targets,
such as the headquarters of BBC
television and MI6 intelligence
service. The Real IRA, which is
strongly opposed to the Good
Friday Agreement, has not
claimed responsibility for the
blast so far, but it is the only
group that has attacked mainland
Britain in recent years.

Commentators say there is little
doubt the latest attack is timed to
destabilise the already-tenuous
peace process. They say that by
breaching security in London, the
dissidents make it increasingly
difficult for the British Army to
reduce its  presence  in
Northern Ireland, which is one of
the crucial demands put forward
by Republicans in exchange for
the arms de-commissioning
insisted upon by Protestant
Unionists.

Analysts say the Unionists, who
remain deeply suspicious of
Republican intentions because of
the lack of progress on decom-
missioning, would now find it
even harder to consider a return
to the power-sharing devolved
administration so triumphantly
set up under the térms of the
agreement.
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" g\ ULSTER/ BRITISH, IiSH GOVTS PRESENT PACKAGE

Parties asked to respond by Aug. 6

By Hasan Suroor ﬁ)l/i (

LONDON, AUG 1. In what was seen)
the last gamble to save the Nor
ern Ireland peace process, t
British and Irish Governments t
day confronted the political par-
ties in the province with a
take-it-or-leave-it compromise
package warning them that their
failure to reach an agreement
would be “nothing short of trag-
ic”.

The parties have been told to
give their response by August 6 —
a week before the constitutional
deadline to resolve the present
political crisis ends. The immedi-
ate reaction, however, was not ve-
ry hopeful as both sides indicated
that their response would depend
on how far the package addressed
their concerns. Independent ex-

- perts noted that the proposals ap-
peared to be “tilted” towards
Republicans with barely a passing
reference to the Unionists’ de-
mand for IRA to give up its weap-
ons. It was on this issue that the
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) chief,
Mr. David Trimble resigned last
month as head of the provincial
government, triggering the pre-
sent crisis.

T 7w

There was widespread scepti-
cism if the package would be ac-
ceptable to the Unionists who
continued to maintain that noth-
ing short of iron-clad guarantees
on decommissioning would satis-
fy them. They wanted to know
from Republicans what they
meant by offeping to put their
weapons ‘‘beyOnd use”. The idea
tting concrete “caps’’

Britain’s Secretary for Northem ireland, Dr. John Reid, speaks to
mediapersons at Stormont, Belfast, on Tuesday. — AP

on some of their bunkers was not
acceptable to Unionists who in-
sisted that all arms dumps must
be filled with concrete to render
the weapons unusable. They also
demanded a firm date when de-
commissioning would start.

The Northern Ireland Secretary,
Dr. John Reid and the Irish For-
eign Affairs Minister, Mr. Brian
Cowen portrayed the package asa
last chance to save the Good Fri-
day Agreement and appealed to
the political parties to consider it
with a “cool head” and “steady
nerves’”’, and not to rush into a
judgment. They denied that the
proposals were tilted in favour of
either side, and repeatedly urged
leaders not to approach them as
though they were a “league ta-

ble”. They were not about “‘con-
cessions’ or “victory or defeat”
for anyone, Mr. Reid said as he
appealed to party leaders to keep
the “big picture” in mind — the
need to sustain the Good Friday
agreement. There were going to
be no winners if the agreement
was destroyed, and the conse-
quences would be damaging for
everyone, he warned.

Mr. Cowen said the proposals
on offer were “fair” and “bal-
anced” and represented the col-
lective endeavour of the two
governments. They addressed the
four major concerns — policing,
decommissioning, demilitarisa-
tion and stability of political in-
stitutions set up in the wake of the
Good Friday Agreement. Earlier,

Mr. Reid acknowledged that the
package would not please every-
one but said it was the best under
the circumstances. It consistéd of
inter-independent proposals and
political parties should not try to
“pick and choose” what suited
them.

They were intended to ensure
victory for the people of Northern
Ireland by sustaining an agree-
ment that had arguably brought

peace and prosperity to the prov- |

ince.
Details were not known, but

analysts said the package ap- |

J
!
|

peared to be designed almost en- -

tirely to ‘“‘win” over the
Republicans in the hope that in
turn, they would agree to start de-
commissioning.

Apparently, the package goes
some length to address Republi-
can concerns on police reforms,
role for ex- paramilitary prison-
ers, and scaling down the British)
security presence in the province. |

“It s very much aimed at win-!
ning over the Republicans anc
presumably the two Government#!
expect a response from them ot
decommissioning”, a commenta’
tor told the BBC. !

The presumption in inforrned'
circles was that if Sinn Fein am
IRA accepted the package then }
would mean that they were wil’
ing to make a move on decon
missioning as a reciproci
gesture. Their response on de
commissioning was said to b}
“crucial” to the fate of the pack
age. They were expected to mee
at the weekend to take a decision,
i
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¥ ULSTER / POLITICAL UNCERTATY DEEPENS

Loyalists

threaten

more violence®

By Hasan Suroor RO "\L The killing of 18-year-old Gavin

LONDON, JULY 31. A day before the
expected announcement of the
British and Irish Governments’
much-awaited peace package on
Northern Ireland, a loyalist group
today threatened more violence in
the “coming weeks, months and
days’'signalling a new phase of
terrorism fuelled by the deepen-
ing political uncertainty.

The deadlocked peace process
looked set for a long haul as rival
political parties remained deeply
sceptical if the “package” would
satisfy them, and there were re-
newed calls for a review of the
Good Friday Agreement which has
got mired in a bitter row over arms
decommissioning. The Unionists
believe that the British-Irish com-
promise proposals are not likely to
address what they term as the bot-
tomline of their position — that
there can be no real peace so long
as the IRA continues to hold on to
its weapons. “If the IRA cannot
move from their position on arms,

itlere is going to be a sube
stantial review of the agreement,”
the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP)
chief, Mr. David Trimble said.

The militants’ threat to step up
their violent campaign came amid
increased tension following the
murder of a youth of mixed par-
entage in North Belfast by loyalists
prompting the Northern Ireland
Secretary, Dr. John Reid to warn of
a “tough and uncompromising”
response. Dr. Reid, who reviewed
the worsening situation today,
said he was ‘“disgusted” by the
“cowardly” terrorist acts and
warned that these “will be stop-
ped.”

Brett, the son of a Catholic father
and Protestant mother, has
caused outrage across the political
divide as his murder is seen to be
aimed at destroying the fragile
harmony that still exists between
the two communities at a person-
al level. He was speaking to a
Catholic friend when he was shot
dead by militants who later
claimed they belonged to the Red
Hand Defenders, a nom de guerre
used by the Protestant paramili-
tary outfit, the Ulster Defence As-
sociation (UDA) which recently
withdrew support ‘for the Good
Friday Agreement.

The Unionists were quick to dis-
tance themselves from the UDA.
They denounced Brett’s murder
as “‘senseless and brutal” and said
anyone who believed that this
kind of violence helped their
cause was ‘“‘denuded’. Repubk-
cans, however, blamed Unionists
for creating a political crisis that
was now being exploited by mil-
itants. YR = PR

The growing cyele-of. violence
and counter-violence, allegedly by
terrorists released from prison as
part of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, has confirmed fears that a
prolonged political vacuum is
likely to be used by the anti-peace
process elements to create more
disturbances. Even the hardline
mainstream Unionists are worried
that the initiative could pass into
the hands of armed extremists if a
political solution is not found —
but they want a solution on their
own terms thus creating a vicio
circle from which there seemp&’to
be no way out.
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Northern Ireland ﬁe/ace package put off

By Hasan Suroer MQ \

| LONDON, JULY 27. The British and Irish Govern-

| ments’ ‘‘peace package” for Northern Ireland,

| which was expected to be announced today,
has been put off until next week amid further
hardening of positions both among Unionists
and Republicans. Mr. Tony Blair and his Irish
counterpart, Mr. Bertie Ahern, had another
round of talks today to finalise the package
and later. they urged political parties to avoid
knee-jerk” reactions.

Unionist hardliners upped the ante as two
senior Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) leaders,
Mr. Jeffrey Donaldson and Mr. David Burn-
side, both MPs, called for abandoning the
Good Friday Agreement saying they were not
willing to share power with Sinn Fein so long
as its military wing, the IRA, continued to hold
on to it weapons. They asked the UUP lead-
ership to pull out of the present power-sharing
executive and join hands with other unionist
parties such as Rev. lan Paisley’s hawkish
Democratic Unionist Party to disscuss “‘a new
democratically accountable local administra-
tion.” Mr. Donaldson, who has consistently
opposed the Good Friday Agreement, declared
that he had no faith in the peace package
which he dismissed as an “IRA wish list”.
“We've just had enough and we want to go
right back to the drawing board.” The two MPs
in a joint statement said the peace process had
been on its “last legs” for sometime because
of lack of progress on arms decommissioning
oy IRA and ‘‘we need a new peace process”
ninus Sinn Fein.

The UUP chief, Mr. David Trimble, who had
seen the voice of moderation until recently
»ut has now been forced to take a hardline,
vas quoted as saying that he supported Mr.
Jonaldson’s views. His spokesman told The
Suardian that there was a “lot of anger and
rustration” at the way the British and Irish
sovernments had handled Sinn Fein with “kid
sjloves” instead of forcing it to deliver on de-
‘ommissioning.

The sharp Unionist reaction follows leaks
irom the peace formula which, it is believed,

commissioning and instead offers “conces-

v

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair (left), meets his Irish counterpart, Mr. Bertie
Ahern, at the Hardwick Hall Hotel near Sedgefield, England, in Mr. Blair's
Parliamentary constituency on Friday. — AP

sions” to Republicans on policing and
demilitarisation as an incentive to disarm. The
Unionists have denounced this as “‘appease-
ment” of Republicans and are insisting that
nothing short of decomissioning would per-
suade them to return to the peace process.
The Republicans too are reported to be un-
happy with what they believe the package of-
fers them. It is said to fall short of their
demands for police reforms and reduced Brit-
ish security presence in Northern Ireland.

does not directly address the question of de-)ypresent political crisis began on July 1

€n Mr. Trimble resigned as head of the pro-

vincial coalition Government to force the IRA
to disarm. Under the constitution, a successor
to him must be found within six weeks and the
deadline ends on August 12. If the stalemate
persists, the British Government would be
forced to either suspend the assembly or call
fresh elections.

The two Prime Ministers, however, main-
tained that the crisis could still be overcome
and asked the parties to consider the propos-
als “carefully.” “I hope the parties give them
their support and work with them as best as
they possibly can, Mr. Ahern said.
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. Row over leake
W0

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 25. A squabble has
broken out over the leaked con-
tents of the British and Irish Gov-
ernments’ proposed compromise
package to save the Northern Ire-
land peace process threatened by
irreconcilable differences over
arms decommissioning by the
IRA.

The row even before the pack-
age has been finalised has dashed
prospects of an early end to the
political crisis caused by the resig-
nation of the Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP) chief, Mr. David Trimble as
head of the provincial government
to force the IRA to disarm. If no
solution is found by August 12 —
the constitutional deadline for
finding a successor to Mr. Trimble
— the British Government would
be forced to either suspend the
Assembly or call fresh elections.

There has been a sharp reaction
from Unionists to reports that the
package, expected to be an-

unced later this es not
deal strongly enough th decom-
missioning and inst¢ad offers
“concessions’”’ to Repupli

ducing the British sec
ence in Northern Ireland.
According to the “leaked” infor-
mation, the proposals include
greater role for ex-paramilitaries
in policing, amnesty for fugitive
convicted terrorists, a ban on use
of plastic bullets by the police, and
steps to scale down security. Offi-
cials of the Irish Government were
quoted as saying that the propos-
als were intended to pave the way
for IRA to start decommissioning.

However, neither Unionists nor
republicans were happy. While
Unionists dubbed the package as
one more attempt to appease the
Republicans without addressing
their own concerns, the republi-
cans said it fell short of their mini-
mum demands which must be
met before they start decommis-
sioning. Senior Unionist leaders

made it clear that they were not
willing to accept any arrangement
which allowed Sinn Fein to con-
tinue to sit in the Government
while its armed wing, the IRA, re-
tained its weapons. They insisted
that decommissioning was a key
component of the Good Friday
Agreement and there could be no
further progress unless a begin-
ning was made on this issue.
The acting head of the provin-
cial government, Sir Reg Empey
said: “We are not prepared to al-
low Sinn Fein to continue (in the
Government) while the IRA con-
tinues to break its public promise
to decommission its weaponry. If
the proposed package does not
deal with the decommissioning is-
sue effectively then it is unaccept-
able.” Unionist members of the
Northern Ireland Assembly were
reported to be unanimous in re-
jecting any proposal that did not
tackle head-on the issue of de-
commissioning. Hardline Union-
ists were particularly angry over

glan to\sa/ve Ulster pact

what they termed as the British
and Irish Governments’ “ap-
peasement’’ of Republicans. “The
(two) Governments must place
the burden of resolving. this im-
passe on those who have brought
it about — Sinn Fein and IRA.
There is no justification for further
appeasement of republicans to se-
cure decommissioning,”” one har-
dline Unionist said.

Even as observers were dismay-
ed, officials sought to keep their
chin up saying that the package
offered enough elbow-room to
both sides. There was a view that it
would be premature to be dis-
tracted by off-the-cuff reactions to
“leaks”, and a compromise could
perhaps still be worked out once
the detailed proposals were
known and discussed. The two
Governments, however, have
made it clear that the proposals
are being offered on a “‘take-it-or-

leave-it” basis and there is-no
room for renegotiat};/




_Decommissioning remains the touchstone

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JuLY 14. The nearly week-
long peace talks on Northern Ire-
land were reported to be col-
lapsed on Saturday, deepening
the uncertainty over the future of
the Provincial Assembly and the
power-sharing Government set
up under the Good Friday Agree-
ment. 9 .

But in a face-saving move it was
decided that informal negotia-
tions should continue even as
speculation grew that the As-
sembly might be suspended to
buy time for an agreement which
hinges on the Republicans’ wil-
lingness to give up their arms.
Analysts,  however,  warned
against a protonged political vac-
uum saying it would only help ex-
tremists who had already become
more visible since the present cri-
sis began two weeks ago with the
resignation of the Ulster Unionist

Party chief, Mr. David Trimble as
head of the Government to force
the IRA to start decommissioning.

The mood among the participa-
nts, as they emerged from the last
round of talks this afternoon, was
even more bitter and uncompro-
misgjrig than at the start of the
“ mit” on July 9 — their posi-
ions hardened by the recrimina-
tion over the Orange
Parade-related violence in North
Belfast on Thursday. While the
Unionists blamed it on the IRA
saying it justified their fears over
continued possession of arms by
the Republicans, the latter de-
nounced it as a smear campaign
and accused the police of round-
ing on Catholics who were trying
to calm passions. This, they ar-
gued, “confirmed” their charge of
police bias against Catholics and
reinforced the demand for radical
police reforms to make it more
balanced and accountable.
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The row, played out in front of
TV cameras outside the scenic
country mansion Weston Park
where the talks were held, was an
extension of the tough bargaining
that went on around the negotiat-
ing table chaired by the British
Prime Ministey, Mr. Tony Blair
and his Irish counterpart, Mr.
Bertie Ahern. After the “summit”
resumed on Friday, following a
day’s recess, Mr. Blair and Mr. Ah-
ern spoke individually to leaders
of various political parties in a bid
to insulate them from the pres-
sures of round- table discussions,
but the deadlock on the key issue
of arms decommissigning re-
mained.

For Unionists, it was|the bot-
tom line before they colld even
consider moving forward on the
Good Friday Agreementbut Re-
publicans insisted that decom-
missioning could not be isolated
from their concerns over policing
and the continued heavy pres-
ence of British security forces in
Northern Ireland. The Sinn Fein
leader, Mr. Gerry Adams, repre-
senting the IRA and mainstream
Republicans, regretted that while
they were under pressure to dis-
arm, the ‘‘solemn promises”
made to them by the British Gov-
ernment as part of the Good Fri-
day Agreement had not been met.
He said during the talks he had
submitted proposals on police re-
forms, demilitarisation and hu-
man rights issues but on all these
“the assurances from the British

Government have been short of
what they publicly committed” |
under the Agreement. The way
the police handled the rioting in
North Belfast using plastic bullets
and water cannons strengthened
the Republicans’ case for changes
in the composition and structure
of RUC.

An angry Mr Trimble, who ac-
cused the IRA of “orchestrating”
the violence in North Belfast for
“political reasons”, was uncom-
promising on decommissioning.
He said there was only one issue
on which there had been no pro-
gress in the past three years and it
was decommissioning. 1t was a
key issue, and absolutely the bot-
tom line if the peace process was
to be continued forward. His har-
dline position is seen as a bid to
counter the influence of the haw-
kish Democratic Ulster Unionist
Party which made significant
electoral gains in the recent gen-
eral and local elections at the ex-
pense of Mr. Trimble's UUP.

The crisis created by Mr. Trim-
ble’s resignation needs to be re-
solved by August, 12, which would
mark the end of six weeks provid-
ed under the Constitution to find
a successor to him. If the dead-
lock is not broken by then, the
British Government has only two
options — to suspend the As-
sembly or call for fresh elections.
The latter option is unlikely be-
cause it is fraught with the risk of
hardliners repeating their impres-
sive electoral performance. /
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<’f Anti-Semitism charge

VIENNA, YULY 4. Austria’s public prosecutor has
decided Yot to press charges of incitement to
racial hatted against Mr. Joerg Haider, the for-
mer leader of the far-Right Freedom Party,
over his infamous “dirty Jew” speech.

The Justice Ministry denied on Tuesday
that the Justice Minister, Mr. Dieter Bohm-
dorfer, who was appointed by the Freedom
Party, had influenced the decision. The case
stemmmed from a complaint of anti-Semitism
laid by the leader of Austria’s Jewish commu-
nity, Mr. Ariel Muzicant.

At a party meeting on Ash Wednesday, Mr.
Haider told cheering supporters that he could
not understand how someone called Ariel
could have so much dirt sticking to him.

Mr. Haider claimed that it was a pun on
words as Ariel is also a brand of washing
powder, but critics said it was a clear refer-
ence to the Nazi belief that Jews were dirty.

Mr. Muzicant made a complaint after the
speech, but on Tuesday the public prosecu-
tor, Mr. Karl Schober, said that after looking
into the facts it had been decided to take no
further action.

He said there was not enough evidence that
the remarks had been made to incite hatred
against Jews.

Mr. Haider offi(:lally stepped down as Free-
dom Party leader in May last year in the face
of international criticism when his party was
elected into coalition Government,

He remains Governor of Carinthia and the

fxagamst Haider dropped

most powerful individual in the party. Ms. Ri-
ta Koch, a prominent member of the Jewish
community in Vienna, said: “The comments
were deliberately meant to raise questions
about how Jews can be connected with some-
thing clean as they are supposedly always
dealing with dirty business.

It was said for those who understand and
take delight in anti-Semitic idioms. 1t is defi-
nitely an inciternent against the Jewish com-
munity.” She claimed that the Government
had intervened to make sure the case went no
further.

“I am very shocked. We are living in a dicta-
torship country,” she said.

“If Mr. Muzicant feels that his community
is affected by the comments, then he should
be heard.

But Mr. Robert Jirovsky, the chief public

prosecutor at the Ministry of Justice, said: “1 |

can definitely rule out that the Ministry of
Justice or the Justice Minister influenced or
ordered this decision. 1 know because I
worked on this case myself. The public prose-
cutor reported to us and we agreed with his
conclusions, although we did not in any way
influence what he decided. I admit that under
certain circumstances we could say some-
thing if we disagreed with a decision, but that
was not the case here.” — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2001.
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~"‘No progress_on IRA decommissioning’ y

By Hasan Suroor q, \ Ireland Gover %t in which it

LONDON, JutY 2. The prospects of
an early end to the deadlock in
Northern Ireland further
receded today after Gen. John
de Chastelain’s disarmament
commission, in a much-awaited
report, said there had been no
indication from the IRA on
destroying its weapons.

The commission pointed out
that it had had a number of
“lengthy meetings” with IRA
since March and in each of
these meetings it was assured
of IRA’s “commitment” to put
its arms beyond use but how
this would be done and when
had not been spelt out.

The report, released a day
after the Ulster Unionist leader,
Mr. David Trimble, resigned as
head of the power-sharing
provincial Government to force
the IRA to start
decommissioning, was seen as
a setback to the efforts by the
British and Irish Governments
to save the peace process. It
prompted calls for a tougher
the IRA’s political
ein, including its

shares power.With Unionists.
But commentafprs ruled out
any precipitate action by
London saying it would make a
compromise even more
difficult. Sinn Fein’s expulsion
would “close the door
completely to
decommissioning”, The
Independent said.

The de Chastelain
Commission, which has
inspected IRA’s arms dumps
several times, expressed its
disappointment over lack of
progress on disarmament but
said it would continue its work
despite calls to withdraw from
the process. It said that the
continued maintenance of the
1997 ceasefire by IRA and its
decision to open up some of its
arms dumps for international

_inspection indicated that its

commitment to put its weapons
beyond use “completely and
verifiably” was made in “good
faith.” “We have, however,
been unable to ascertain how
the IRA will put its arms
beyond use, except for the
assurance that it will be
complete and verifiable. The

IRA has taken note of our need
for this information but until
we know. what method will be
used, we cannot judge if it
meets our remit”, it said adding
that the IRA had expressed
eagerness to continue with his
engagement with the
commission.

The response from other
paramilitary groups has been
equally negative. The Ulster
Volunteer Force, a major
loyalist group, told the
commission that it would not
consider disarming until it
knew of IRA’s plans.

“Given the conditions the
IRA, UVF and UFF say they
require before they will put
their arms beyond use, we
believe we cannot influence
that activity by making
demands or by setting
deadlines. But we will continue
to do what we can to
implement our mandate
through continuing contact
discussion with each of
three paramilitary gr

permanently
inaccessiblpZor permanently

unusable are respected,” the
commission said.

Mr. Trimble, meanwhile,
remained firm that there was
no question of returning to the
Government until IRA started
disarming even as Sinn Fein
accused him of engineering a
crisis. “IRA weapons have been
silent for seven years and
everybody knows there is no
threat to the peace process
from Sinn Fein nor, 1 believe,
the IRA,” a Sinn Fein leader
told BBC Radio 4’s Today
programme saying if Mr.
Trimble was really committed
to the Good Friday Agreement
he would not have resigned.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair’s official spokesman
expressed disappointment over
the outcome of the
commission’s talks with IRA but
said efforts to find a solution
would continue. “In terms of
where we are at the moment,
no one is underestimating the
difficulties that we face.
Equally, no one should under-
estimate the shared
determination between the two

Governments to try and mo
this forward,” he said.
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Dlrect rule cloud on N. Ireland

Belfast, June 28 (Reuters):
Britain could re-impose direct
rule on Northern Ireland, dashing
hopes of peace for years, if the
province’s first minister David
Trimble resigns this weekend, an-
alysts say.

= If Protestant leader Trimble
goes ahead with his threat to re-
sign on Saturday over disarma-
ment by Catholic paramilitary
groups, there will be a six-week
grace period while arrangements
are made for the future of the
British province.

- The crisis led to a meeting in
Belfast today between British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and
Irish Prime Minister Bertie

Ahern over Trimble’s threat to re-
sign unless the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) begins to disarm.
With the IRA so far not budging, it
looks like Trimble will be out,
throwing a province slowly
emerging from 30 years of sectari-
an violence, thanks to a 1998
power-sharing agreement be-
tween pro-British unionists and
Irish nationalists, into crisis once
again.

“It (Trimble’s resignation) is a
step in a crisis but it's really a six-
week crisis, and probably much
longer;” said Paul Bew, a professor
of politics at Queen’s University
in Belfast. “If after six weeks, if
what we all hope for (disarma-

— O™

ment) has not occurred, then it
may very well be back to direct
rule,” he added. Under laws con-
nected to the so-called Good Fri-
day agreement, elections for the
joint positions of first and deputy
first minister must be held within
six weeks of one of them stepping
down. Northern Ireland is now
heading into the traditionally
stormiest period of the year, when
Protestant loyalists parade their
past victories over Catholics.
Blair and Ahern’s visit is seen
as mostly designed to plot the next
steps rather than to somehow save
Nobel Peace Prize winner Trim-
ble, whose star is waning even
within his own party. Trimble,

under pressure fan%)})

questioning his role in th.
process, has led the clamo
the TRA to start scrapping its
stockpile of arms.

To shore up his party at this
month's general election, Trimble
made the resignation threat but
his party lost ground to both the
IRA’s political ally Sinn Fein and
the hardline Protestant Democrat-
ic Unionist Party.

Trimble was re-elected as
leader of his party, the largest
unionist grouping, but was unop-
posed. A question mark hangs
over what Britain’s minister for
the province John Reid will do.
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S JUNE draws to a clpse,

Italy shimmers in thi

noonday sun. Magazines

are packed with
advertisements for swimsuits
and sun creams, exotic holidays
and diet pills. “Everybody’s
mind is on the vacations. No
one is bothered about the *
Government. The heat makes it
difficult to work — something
[talians find difficult to do even
in the best of circumstances. So
it will only be in September,
when people have returned to
their jobs with their pockets
empty and the summer behind
them, that criticism of the new
Government will begin in
earnest,” says the sociologist,
Mr. Manuel Silva.

Berlusconi, and his right-wing
coalition called the House of
Freedoms were given a
convincing majority in both
Houses of Parliament in
elections held on May 13.
However, it was barely ten days
ago that he formed his new
Government.

Even his critics admit that Mr.
Berlusconi was able to woo men
of stature such as the former
WTO chief, Mr. Renato
Ruggiero, into his Cabinet. Key
portfolios such as Economy and
Finance, Justice and the Interior
have been given to highly .
respected, technocrats from Mr.
Berlusconi’s own Forza Italia
(Let's go, Italy) party, which has
emerged as the country’s single
largest political formation.

For example, Mr. Giuliano
Tremonti, architect of Mr.
Berlusconi’s economic agenda
for the electoral campaign has
been named Super Minister of
Economy and Finance, ensuring
that Mr. Berlusconi controls

* both treasury receipts as well as

expenditure. Mr. Berlusconi’s
confidante Claudio Scagola is in
charge of the Interior Ministry,
which deals with income tax
raids and the law and order
machinery in general.

The media tycoon has also
been clever enough to give the
problematic portfolios to his
coalition partners. His bete
noire, Mr. Umberto Bossi, the
raucous, xenophobic leader of
the anti-foreigner Northern
League has been made Minister
for Devolution and Territorial
Reforms.

Mr. Bossi who was
responsible for bringing down
the firgf Berlusconi Government
inl is now in charge of
fed€ralism and national
ntegration, while Mr. Roberto
Maroni, also of the Northern

The media magnate, Mr. Silvio

w-'bsCastles in the air?

Mr. Silvio Berlusconi addresses Parliament... tall promises.

Italy’s poor economic situation is giving rise to
doubts about the feasibility of Mr. Berlusconi’s
ambitious plans. Vaiju Naravane reports.

League, has been saddled with
the difficult portfolio of labour
relations where he will have the
unenviable task of managing
inflated state pensions which
are a huge drain on Italy’s
economy.

The wily Mr. Berlusconi will
keep his troublesome allies both
busy and vulnerable.
Notwithstanding his judicious
choice of ministers, Italy’s poor
economic situation is giving rise
to doubts about the feasibility of
Mr. Berlusconi's ambitious plans
for his countrymen. “Mr.
Berlusconi made wild campaign
promises and even a lay person
could have foreseen that the
figures did not add up.

You cannot raise pensions,
lower taxes by as much as 30
per cent and undertake huge
investments in infrastructure all
in the same breath. His was a
populist campaign if ever there
was one and the Government is
now trying furiously to back-
pedal,” says Mr. Giovanni
Porzio, a journalist.

Just last week, the
Government announced that it
had discovered a huge hole in
the country’s finances and that
the tax cuts would have to be
postponed for an unspecified
period. Undoubtedly, the same
excuse will be proffered to

explain the delays in
infrastructure building.

Mr. Berlusconi has also
suffered some embarrassment at
the hands of Mr. Bossi who
began his ministerial term on a
predictably loud note saying he
continued to believe in the idea
of Padania, a separate sovereign
state in Italy’s wealthy northern
plain. While that was acceptable
behaviour from a rabble-rousing
local politician, whose rhetoric
exploited a sense of fear and
insecurity among his
constituency of small farmers
and businessmen, it cannot be
tolerated in a Minister of
Cabinet rank, especially one
responsible for devolution and
territorial reform.

Even as the leader of the
Northern league, Mr. Bossi
favoured the break up of Italy
into three separate republics so
that the poor south would not
sap the resources of the wealthy
north. His latest declarations
can hardly bring cheer to Italian
southerners.

“More and more people are
privately expressing doubts, but
chambers of commerce and
other industrial associations are
keeping mum for the moment.
After all, they did give Mr.
Berlusconi their support and
they would look foolish

withdrawing it now. Besides,
there is a genuine wait and
watch attitude.

I do not expect any
pronouncements before autumn
when the Government will have
run out of its customary 100-day
grace period,” says Ms. Thesi
Kness-Bastaroli, president of
Milan’s powerful Foreign Press
Association.

Mr. Manuel Silva agrees with
her. “There is only a surface
calm. Underneath everyone is
troubled by questions about
how the public will react. After
all, MraBerlusconi went to great
pains to convince the people of
his sincerity and generosity. If
neither is forthcoming soon the
backlash will be violent.

In an extremely theatrical
television appearance, Mr.
Berlusconi made a pact with the
Italian people, promising them
he would not stand for re-
election if he failed to fulfil at
least four of his five main
campaign promises. It now
appears he will be unable to cut
taxes, increase pensions or
invest in infrastructure, at least
in the short term. Italians chose
to disregard the dictates of logic
and believe in the fantastic
promises he made.

The election in May was
decided on the basis of emotion
rather than reason. If Mr.
Berlusconi fails to deliver the
response is likely to be an
equally emotional phenomenon

of rejection,” concludes Mr. Sil-

va.
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/M Dragging it on and on...
and down”?

4

Sinn Fein leaders after the Downing Street summit...

HIS HAS been a bad
week for Northern
Ireland, where at the
best of times peace sits
on a knife’s edge. The outbreak
of violence in Belfast within
hours of the collapse of peace
talks at Downing Street reflects
the new, more militant mood in
Northern Ireland after the
recent elections which saw
moderates on both sides lose
ground to the hardliners. After
days of rioting, tension was still
simmering at the weekend amid

. signs of increased belligerance

across the sectarian divide.

The week saw a marked
hardening of positions, evident
as much in the rhetoric of major
players as in their body
language as they emerged from
Downing Street last Monday
after talks with the British and
Irish Prime Ministers, Mr. Tony
Blair and Mr. Bertie Ahern. The
hitherto moderate Unionist
leader, Mr. David Trimble,
shook with rage as he lashed
out at the IRA for dragging its

. feet on giving up its weapons
' and repeated his threat to quit
' as head of Northern Ireland’s

ruling coalition if there was no
progress on the issue by July 1.
The Sinn Fein chief, Mr. Gerry
Adams, speaking for the IRA,
was equally livid and accused
Mr. Trimble of trying to “hijack”
the peace process. A leader of
the Social Democratic and
Labour Party (SDLP), declaring
“‘plague on both your houses”,
pronounced the Good Friday

Agreement virtually dead saying
it was in “big trouble”.

The first hint of how "‘big” the
trouble was came the next day
when Belfast exploded — and
for the next four days Catholic
and Protestant extremists
slugged it out in what has been
described as the worst rioting in
a long time. The trouble, which
started outside a Catholic school
in North Belfast, a volatile area,
over flaghoisting by Protestants,

a hardening of positioné.

provincial police force to the
satisfaction of his Catholic
constituency. The SDLP, having
lost its position as the principal
nationalist/republican voice in
Northern Ireland thanks to an
anti-moderate swing in the June
7 elections, was reduced to
playing second fiddle while Mr.
Adams flexed his muscles. He
ruled out any compromise
dismissing Mr. Trimble’s
resignation threat as political

The longer the stalemate in Northern
Ireland lasts, the greater is the danger,
says Hasan Suroor.

soon spread to other areas
plunging the beleaguered Good
Friday Agreement into deeper
crisis.

The Downing Street summit
was billed as a major initiative
by Britain and Ireland to get the
stalled peace process moving
but despite official optimism it
was never going to be easy to
defy the logic of election results
which hardlinders see as a
verdict in their favour. Mr.
Adams, whose party gained
significantly at the expense of
his more moderate republican
rival, Mr. John Hume’s SDLP,
was predictably hawkish in
pressing his two main demands
— scaling down the British
security presence in Northern
Ireland, and a revamp of the

brinkmanship and making clear
that there was no question of
meeting his July 1 deadline for
arms decommissioning.

With the “summit” ending in
mutual recrimination, the very
future of the power-sharing
coalition looked bleak
prompting speculation that the
British Government might be
forced to suspend the Provincial
Assembly to allow passions to
cool. If this happens, it would
be the second time in less than
three years since the Good
Friday Agreement was signed
that such an extreme measure
was taken. Inevitably, this has
raised questions about the
fragile nature of the peace
process in Northern Ireland and
even the supporters of the

mn

agreement have begun to
wonder if it wouldn’t be a good
idea to have another look at the
way it has been sought to be
implemented.

A crisis has been brewing for
months and for all practical
purposes the Good Friday
Agreement is at a standstill
despite two high-profile
interventions by the former U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, and
frequent nudges from Downing
Street. Virtually a civil war has
been raging inside the power-
sharing executive at Stormont
after Mr. Trimble decided to bar
Sinn Fein Ministers from
attending cross-border
ministerial meetings as a
punishment for lack of progress
on arms decommissioning. It
was intended to appease his
own party hardliners who had
been pressing him to take a
tougher position on
decommissioning.

In the event, the move
succeeded neither in achieving
decommissioning nor in
heading off challenge to his
leadership from his party rivals.
If anything, it hardened
positions on both sides and
Sinn Fein’s spectacular
performance in both general
and local elections is seen as a
vindication of its position.
Similarly, the gains made by the
anti-agreement Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP) at the cost
of Mr. Trimble’s Ulster Unionist
Party (UUP) have been
interpreted by the DUP
leadership as a vote of no-
confidence against the pro-
agreement Unionists. The
polarisation between hardline
Unionists and Republicans is
complete.

Within the UUP, the hawkish
lobby has stepped up its
campaign against Mr. Trimble’s
leadership arguing that the
election result is a verdict
against his ‘'softly softly”
policies. It is a measure of the
new equations in the UUP that
when Mr. Trimble went to the
Downing Street summit he was
forced to take with him the
hardliner, Mr. Jeffrey Donaldson
-— one of his bitterest critics and
a potential candidate to replace
him — a signal to Sinn Fein that
henceforth it would need to
contend with more demanding
voices. With the political
temperature in Northern Ireland
at boiling point, a stalemate can
only help extremists and the
danger of the sort of violence
witnessed in Belfast this week
can hardly be exaggerated.
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 22. Northern Ireland
looked headed for a summer of
unrest as sectarian violence
spread to other parts of Belfast on
Thursday and Protestants began
fleeing Catholic dominated areas
to safer places even as the North-
ern Ireland Secretary, Dr. John
Reid held talks with provincial
leaders to defuse the crisis.

Efforts to salvage the belea-
guered peace process, however,
were in a shambles with militants
on both sides stepping up their
campaign of terror and intimida-
tion, chillingly brought home by
T.V. footage of missile-throwing
mobs, frightened schoolchildren
and a woman bleeding from the
head after being hit by a metal
object. The trouble, which erupt-
ed in North Belfast on Tuesday,
spread to the western parts of the
city on Thursday and the police
said the pattern suggested the in-
volvement of paramilitary outfits,
opposed to the Good Friday
Agreement . ‘“When guns are
brought into the equation there is
some paramilitary involvement,"”
a senior police officer told jour-
nalists.

The first hint of trouble in West
Belfast came when the police,
who were removing unexploded
pipebombs, were attacked by al-
legedly Protestant youths. In the
clashes that followed, several
people, including a number of
policemen, were injured after
they were hit by flying missiles.
Police who retaliated with plastic
bullets were caught up in a cross-

\ e
ULSTER / VIOLENCE SMDS IN BELFAST

The remains of a burnt out car, on the Ardoyne Road, north
Belfast, after a second night of rioting on Friday. — AFP

fire of accusations and counter-
accusations from rival sides.

While the senior Sinn Fein lead-
er, Mr. Martin McGuinness ac-
cused the security forces of
“collaborating” with Unionists,
the latter claimed that the police
were targeting them. A Progres-
sive Unionist Party leader, Mr.
Billy Hutchinson complained that
the police had hit him with “ba-
tons and shields” when they tried
to push back a Unionist crowd as,
for the third day, Belfast wit-
nessed running battles between
the police and rioters who burnt
vehicles, attacked properties and
hurled abuses.

Five Protestant families moved
out of a Catholic neighbourhood
after being allegedly intimidated
by local militants. They alleged a
republican campaign to drive

Protestants out of the area by
constantly harassing them. One
woman told a newspaper that the
place had become ‘‘too danger-
ous”’ to live. “We couldn’t stay
any longer,” she said. One old
man said he never thought he
would live to see '“this day”.
“Those (Protestant) families have
all lived in those houses right
throughout all the troubles....it’s
just got too bad for them to live
here,” he was quoted as saying.

Children looked frightened —
and some broke down — as their
parents escorted them through
the ravaged streets. “These chil-
dren are in hysterics. If the Good
Friday Agreement means any-
thing it should mean kids can go
to school in peace,” a Sinn Fein
leader said, blaming Protestants
for the tension. The Catholic Holy

g Summer of unrest ahead?

Cross school where the trouble
originally started on Tuesday
symbolises the communal divide
in the area, with both Protestants
and Catholics trying to assert
their presence.

Disturbances began when Pro-
testants tried to put up flags on
lampposts outside the school and
one flag-hoisting youth was ap-
parently attacked by Catholic
hotheads. “The lad was just put-
ting up a flag in his own area.
Then they were unloading base-
ball bats. 1 couldn't believe it," a
woman told The Guardian. The
violence is seen as a manifesta-
tion of a bitter turf war between
the two communities — reflected
as much in the Protestants’ bid to
hoist their flags in what they re-
gard as their territory, as in the
Catholics’ resistance to it. The
Times pointed out that “‘prospec-
ts of an early resolution looked
bleak as both loyalists and repub-
licans gave warning that they
would defend their areas’'.

Meanwhile, no progress was re-
ported at Dr. Reid’s talks with Na-
tionalist and Unionist leaders as
arms decommissioning by IRA re-
mained the main sticking point.
Republicans said the Unionists
were "‘obsessed” with decommis-
sioning while the real stumbling
block was lack of progress in po-
lice reforms and demilitarisation.
Dr. Reid denied suggestions that
the British Government was
thinking of suspending the North-
ern Ireland Assembly to force the

two sides to cg to an agree-
ment.

o~
L9

&



Y pa

N.IRELAND / GOOD FRIDAY PACT HANGS IN BALANCE

Rioting in Belfast shatters peace

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 21. The all-too-frag-
ile peace in Northern Ireland was
rudely shaken as violence erupted
in north Belfast on Tuesday and
continued sporadically until late
on Wednesday.

While the rioting subsided, ten-
sion persisted amid fears of more
trouble in the run-up to the an-
nual Drumcree Orange parade
which invariably heightens the
sectarian divide in the region as
Protestants insist on marching
through Catholic neighbourhood.

Army was patrolling the streets
today while community leaders
appealed for calm amid a deepen-
ing sense of crisis. The fate of the
Good Friday Agreement hung in
the balance as a breakthrough on
arms decommissioning — the
main stumbling block to peace —
seemed unlikely. The IRA, in a
statement, made it clear that it
would not succumb to pressure, a
reference to the Ulster Unionist
Party chief, Mr. David Trimble’s
threat to resign as the head of the
Northern Ireland ruling coalition
if there is no progress on decom-
missioning by July 1.

North Belfast is a chronic flash-
point with Protestants and Ca-
tholics separated by what is
ironically known as a ‘peace
line”, in effect a symbol of mis-
trust and hMar divide the two

communities. The trouble appar-
ently began outside a Catholic
school when parents collecting
their children were attacked with
stones, allegedly by Protestant ac-
tivists. The retaliation was swift
and soon the confrontation turn-
ed into a full-scale riot with mobs
from both sides resorting to arson
and stoning.

Hundreds of vyouths fought
pitched battles with security
forces who used plastic bullets to
beat the attack. In what was de-
scribed as the worst violence in a
long time, mobs went on a ram-
page, burning vehicles, attacking
homes and shops, and hurling
petrol bombs and missiles at po-
licemen. Several police officers
were injured. A schoolbus carry-
ing children was attacked but for-
tunately no harm came to them.

A senior officer of the Royal Ul-
ster Constabulary (RUC), which is
viewed with deep distrust by Ca-
tholics, described the incident as
“very serious’’ with security
forces coming under sustained at-
tack. The involvement of various
militant outfits, belonging to both
sides, was not ruled out, prompt-
ing speculation that this could be
an attempt to sabotage the British
and Irish Governments’ efforts to
revive the peace process.

The violence, which came a day
after peace talks at Downing
Street collapsed amid angry re-

crimination, was widely con-
demned even as two sides traded
charges and blamed each other.
The Security Minister of Northern
Ireland, Ms Jane Kennedy, said
the trouble had “nothing to do
with grievances — real or imag-
ined"”. It was plain lumpenism —
““amob at its most primitive”’. Ms.
Ann Tanney, principal of the
Catholic school where the trouble
started, called for restraint saying
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it was important that children
were not brought up in an atmo-
sphere of “hatred and fear”.

A Sinn Fein leader, Mr. Gerry
Kelly, accused Protestant loyalists |
of heightening tension in the area
ahead of next month's Orange
march. One newspaper said the
scale of the clashes was ‘‘greater
than the familiar marching sea-
son disturbances which annually
afflict the district”.

A Catholic mother holds her déﬁghtér's hand as armed police
keep loyalist protesters away from Catholics during a stand-off at l
a school in north Belfast’s Crumlin Road on Thursday. — Reuters |
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o~ I’'m out of patience: Trimble

M y Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 19. The much hyped
Downing Street “summit” on
Northern Ireland here on Monday
collapsed in a heap of recrimina-
tions with not the slightest pro-
gress on any of the issues which
threaten the peace process.

Both the Unionists and Nation-
alists emerged from the meeting
in an angry mood, making it clear
that they were not willing to com-
promise on their respective de-
mands. In their separate meetings
with the British Prime Minister,
Mr. Tony Blair and his Irish coun-
terpart, Mr. Bertie Ahern, the two
sides refused to budge from their
positions — the Unionists insist-
ing that the IRA must start putting
its arms beyond use immediately,
and the Nationalists clinging
equally vehemently to their de-
mand for radical police reforms
and scaling down British security
in Northern Ireland.

The Ulster Unionist Party chief,
Mr. David Trimble was livid as he
came out of the meeting saying
his patience was “at an end” and
he would not tolerate any further
delay in arms decommissioning.
He reiterated his decision to quit
as the First Minister of Northern
Ireland on July 1 if there was no
progress on the issue by then. Mr.
Trimble accused the IRA of drag-
ging its feet on decommissioning,
a key element of the Good Friday
Agreement. ““Speaking personal-
ly, my patience is at an end on
this issue. If we do not see the
republican movement keeping
the promise it made then, I will
vacate the office in a fortnight”,
he told reporters.

The Sinn Fein leader, Mr. Gerry

Adameas equally uncompro-

The lrish Prime Minister, Mr. Bertie Ahern (left), and his British
counterpart, Mr. Tony Blair, after talks on the Northem ireland
peace process at 10 Downing Street on Monday. — AP

mising and ruled out any conces-
sions under pressure. “Let’s not
have the process hijacked,” he
said, referring to Mr. Trimble’s
threat to resign. He said, ‘“With
goodwill, all of these issues will be

resolved” but added that this
would not be possible ‘“‘between
now and July 1”. The British Gov-
ernment, he maintained, should
not be seen giving in to the
Unionists’ “threats and ultima-

tums”. He believed the British
Government lacked the political
will to “seize the nettle” on the
two issues which the Republicans
have put forward as a pre-condi-
tion for further movement on the
Good Friday Agreement — police
reforms and reduced security
presence.

One newspaper said according
to some reports, the taltks with the
Sinn Fein delegation were “very
stormy”’. Downing Street de-
clined to comment beyond saying
that efforts to carry forward the
peace process would continue.

The SDLP, which supports the
Unionists’ demand for arms de-
commissioning but also wants
more progress on police reforms
and. disarmament, pressed its de-
mand for “full implementation”
of the Agreement.

In other words, it wanted both
sides to keep their side of the bar-
gain. A party leader said after the
meeting that the peace process
was in “big trouble’.

Monday’s “summit” had been
billed as a major initiative to get
the Good Friday Agreement back
on the rails after the setback to
the pro-Agreement elements in
the recent general and local elec-
tions.

Hardliners on both sides gained
significantly at the cost of the
moderate forces, prompting calls
for a review of the Agreement,
and particularly the way in which
it has been implemented.

Mr. Trimble, who has been un-
der enormous pressure to get the
IRA to start decommissioning or
quit the power-sharing executive
with the Nationalists, faces a lead-
ership challenge from party
dliners later this week.
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WASHINGTON, June 13, —

US President Mr George W'

Bush began his first official trip
- to Europe, eager to sell his mis-

sile defence system, support

Nato expansion and convince

US allies that despite trans-At-

lantic tensions, they have a

“rustworthy friend” in Wash-
: ington.

European leaders have
criticised Mr Bush’s condem-
nation of the 1997 Kyoto trea-
ty on global warming and

© plan to raise the issue with

him. The President also faces [

questions on his proposed
missile-defence plan, trade
disputes, peacekeeping troops
. in the Balkans and expanding
Nato’s membership. “I'm used
to explaining positions that
some people don’t agree
with,” Mr Bush told a group
of European journalists be-
fore his departure yesterday.
On his first stop today in
Madrid, Spain, Bush was
scheduled to meet King Juan
Carlos and Queen Sofia. He
will hold talks tomorrow with
Nato allies in Brussels, Bel-
gium. On Thursday, he’ll be
in Sweden to attend a summit
of US and EU officials. After a
state visit in Poland on Fri-
day, Mr Bush will travel to
. Slovenia to. meet Russian
President Mr Viadimir Putin.
Protests over execution: An-
ti-death alty protesters lit

urope trip

King Juan Carlos of Spain kisses the hand of US First Lady Mrs Laura Bush
after the Bushes's arnval in Madrid's Zarzuela Palace on Tuesday. — AP/PTI

candles in the streets outside
US embassies in Europe and
held up posters of Timothy
McVeigh, a report from Madrid
says. “Bush, a compassionate
killer!” read a sign held aloft by
Spanish human rights acti-
vists, whose crusade was ener-
gised by a Spaniard who re-

‘turned a free man on Sunday

after three years on death row
in USA.

Global warming: Mr Bush
sought to placate Europe yes-
terday by pledging America’s
leadership in the battle against
global warming. But he once
again rejected the 1997 Kyoto
accords, with their mandatory
reductions in greenhouse gas

emlssmns, adds The Times.
London. |
“America’s unwillingness to

embrace a flawed treaty

should not be read by friends

and allies as any abdication of

responsibility,” Mr Bush in-

sisted just hours before de-

parting for his first official

trip to a continent still.out-

raged by his rejection of the

Kyoto accords last March. “To

the contrary, my administra-

tion is committed to a leader-

ship role on the issue of cli-

mate change.”

However, he endorsed Kyoto’s

attempt to forge a global re-

sponse to a threat that respec-

.ted no national boundaries.
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BRUSSELS, JUNE 3. The elll'OA’l S
now fallen to a new low again’t
the dollar amid a spate of bad
news of slow economic growth
and stubborn inflation in the 12
euro-zone member-states. The
crisis is compounded by the wid-
ening communication gap be-
tween investors and the
European Central Bank (ECB).
The ECB President, Mr. Wim
Duisenberg’s latest comments
are interpreted by markets as a
signal that the Bank is not likely
to intervene in the currency mar-
kets to support the euro.

The euro was latinched in Ja-
nuary 1999 at $1.17 and now
hovers at fewer than three U.S.
cents above the all-time low of
0.82 cents in November. The
more pessimistic perception in
the markets is that the fall below
the sensitive psychological bar-
rier of 0.80 would push euro-
zone inflation to four per cent.

The ECB’s guideline to euro-
zone countries is to keep below
two per cent but none of the 12
euro-zone countries has been
able to abide by it and the cur-
rent rate of euro-zone inflation is
2.9 per cent. The more pessimis-
tic view is that the countries
could experience the dreaded
stagflation, but the silver-lining
is that some forecasters predict
that inflation may fall below two
per cent by the end of the year.
The euro has also hit a record low
against the Japanese yen. This
prompted a Japanese financial
diplomat to say that the recent
sharp fall of the euro against the
yen was “undesirable”.

The spectre of Europe’s econo-
my slowing fast and its currency
hitting an all time low against
world’s major currencies have
prompted a prominent banker to
say that “the euro is being puni-
shed for ECB’s perceived lack of
competence”.

Though Britain has chosen to
remain out of the eurozone, Lon-
don banks and financial institu-
tions have made preparations for
euro currency trading when euro
coins and currency notes will be
in circulation in January. London
is still the world’s major foreign
currency capital after New York,
Frankfurt and Tokyo. The 12 eu-
ro nations represent a popula-
tion of some 303 millions with an
economic output closely ap-
proaching that of the U.S., the
world’s largest or $-8 trillion plus
economy.

The global financial landscape
has changed dramatically, since
euro unleashes a seismic shift in
global asset values. European as-
set managers in euroland’s coun-
tries have a free choice of asset
investment in the member-
states. For example, an Italian in-
surance company can now invest
in German companies and hence
investment choices have sudden-
ly multiplied from Athens and
Rome to Helsinki and from Lis-
bon to Berlin.

In coming decades, more Eu-
ropean countries from the for-
merly communist-ruled
European region will also join
the E.U. in the shadow of the Eu-
ropean Monetary Union and the
euro. The expanded E.U. has all
the potential to be the world’
second or even first biggest ¢
nomic and fiscal superp,
which can be either an
val of the U.S.




| Qu‘ést‘i’on mark

By Hasan Suroor fH p) l ‘

LONDON, MAY 24. While little is likely to change
in London after next month’s general election,
with Labour set to return to a second term in
office, there is anxiety in Belfast that the Good
Friday Agreement could be in trouble if the
pro-agrecement parties do not do well.

Reports from Northern lIreland indicate
deep disenchantment among Protestants with
the peace deal which they think has been used
by the IRA and its political arm, Sinn Fein, to
gain political legitimacy without delivering
anything in return. The Ulster Unionist Party
(UUP), representing the moderate Protestant
opinion, is seen to have been let down by the
British Government which, at the time of the
agreement, had made a number of promises
that remain unfulfilled.

The UUP chief, Mr. David Trimble, Lon-
don’s pointman in Belfast, is facing a backlash
for having “‘failed” to get the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, to deliver on those
promises. The anger against Mr. Blair is being
directed at Mr. Trimble and if this were to
translate into votes on June 7, the future of the
Good Friday Agreement could be truly in dan-
ger.

For, a vote against the UUP means a vote for
the anti-agreement Democratic Unionist Par-
ty (DUP) which has been able to sell the line
that the agreement has been hijacked by Sinn
['ein.

“Blair, once Trimble's greatest asset, is now
his biggest liability”’, a newspaper said, point-

over Ulster pact

ing out thatthyee years after the Good Friday
Agreement wag signed on the back of a ““series
of handwrittenlassurances’” by Mr. Blair there
was “‘widespread perception among Protes-
tants that Blair has let them

down.” Qutside the formal agreement, whose
key element was laying down of arms by the
IRA, Mr. Blair was stated to have assured the
Unionists that those who used or threatened
violence would be excluded from the North-
ern Ireland Government and prisoners would
not be released unless violence was given up
completely.

Angry Unionists point out that the IRA has
not even started laying down its arms — and
yet, not only its prisoners have been released
but its political front, Sinn Fein, continues to
be in the Government.

They argue that the continued possession of
arms by the IRA constitutes a threat of vio-
tence —and in a sense, Republicans are sitting
with guns on the tabie. "“Tony Blair lied to us.
The IRA have kept their guns, got their prison-
ers out of jail and continue their violence’,
one voter was quoted as saying.

The Guardian in a report said the DUP,
which has vowed to wreck the agreement,
hoped to take three seats from the UUP and
emerge as the largest Unionist Party in North-
ern lIreland. This would have grave conse-
quences for the peace process, according to
observers who said Mr. Trimble remained the
best hope for peace. He has appealed to mod-
erates across the sectarian divide to vote for
his party in order to save the agreement.

—



“Economic slowdown in euro zone continues

By Batuk Gathani \/{9 ‘
BRUSSELS, MAY 23. In a new setback
for the German economy which is
already marked by plunging busi-
ness confidence and surging infla-
tion, the ‘euro’ — the 12-nation
common currency — hit a six-
month low against the dollar on
Tuesday after France and Italy pro-
duced disappointing economic re-
sults.

As Germany’s economic pro-
spects look depressing, senior eco-
nomic advisers to the centre-left
Government of the Chancellor, Mr.
Gerhard Schroeder, also cast
doubts whether Germany could re-
ach its target of two per cent eco-
nomic growth this year. Germany,
rated as the euro-zone’s “locomo-
tive” economy, is reeling under the
impact of the U.S. economic stow-
down. The crises are further com-
pounded by the current depression
in Germany’s construction indus-
try, which is laying off workers.

It is also becoming obvious that
the recent reduction in interest
rates effected by the European
Central Bank (ECB) has not had
any significant impact. Two weeks
ago, in a surprise move, the ECB
cut euro-zone interest rates by 0.25
per cent for the first time in more
than two years. The decision was
taken amid lacklustre economic
data in the 12 euro zone countries,
which showed signs of slowdown.
The ECB called its decision to low-
er the interest rate as a strategy to
boost business confidence in the
euro zone.

But the strategy has so far not
worked if last night’s economic da-
ta is any criterion. The ECB’s pol-
icy-making council met today to
review the situation with the con-

tinuing trend of pessimism am
businesses in Germany. The ECB
current focus is to keep the euro
zone’s inflation rate in check. Th
policy of lowering interest rates is
described as an “adjustment” rath-
er than ‘“‘change in direction” of
the bank’s policy.

The ECB has joined the ranks of
the U.S. Federal Reserve, Bank of
Japan and Bank of England in reac-
ting to a visibly slowing global
economy. The ECB’s decision this
month coincided with Bank of En-

gland’s decision to cut the interest
rate by 0.25 per cent. The current
British interest rate is 5.25 per cent.
According to the speculation in fi-
nancial markets, the Federal Re-
serve may again cut the interest
rate and if so, this will be the fifth
such time measure by it this year.

The ECB’s key rate now stands at
4.5 per cent. The bank justified its
decision to lower inflation pres-
sures as the economic growth in
the euro-zone region slows. The
silver lining on the otherwise gloo-

A worker wipes the euro logo on top of the so-called Euro-Clock
in downtown Frankfurt, Germany, in this May 16 file picture. The
clock counts down the days to Jan. 1, 2002, when the euro
currency will be introduced simuttaneously in 12 European
countries.
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my horizon is that European wages
remain stable. But the inflation for
the whole of Germany has risen
this
month to 4.1 per cent from 3.3 per
cent in April. This is much higher
than the inflation rate of below 2
per cent, required by the ECB.
Today'’s reality is that the much-
heralded and long- awaited inter-
est rate cut by the ECB has yet
failed to support the ‘euro’ which
has fallen to a record low against
the dollar. The euro currently
trades around 86 cents (U.S.),
which represents a significant de-
preciation in value against the dol-
lar. The euro was launched at the
rate of 1.17 to the dollar in January
1999.
Independent observers point out
that the ECB rate
cut has raised more questions
about the bank’s ability to commu-
nicate with markets and under-
stand its sentiments. Some are
even accusing it of “sheepishly”
following dictates by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and the Or-
ganisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development
which have consistently pressed
the ECB to cut the interest rate.
Not all European businessmen,
bankers and industrialists share
the ECB’s perception that business
confidence can be boosted by cut
in interest rates. This is widely
rated as a strategic “‘grey’’ area.
Many Europeans also feel that
this interest reduction strategy may
create new uncertainties about the
conduct of pan- European mone-
tary policy. It remains to be seen
how the ECB can continue to assert
and consolidate its much cher-

ished independence from politic-
ians and business lobbies./




- Moderation is the message

HE MODERATE

nationalist Basque party,

PNV, emerged

triumphant in last week’s
crucial regional elections in
Spain's troubled Basque
provinces. The Partido
Nacionalista Vasco which has \A\)
been in power for the last 22
years and stands for Basque
independence from Spain
through peaceful means won 33
out of 78 seats — over 42 per
cent of the popular vote.

Spain’s Prime Minister, Mr.
Jose Maria Aznar’s conservative
Popular Party (PP) was trounced,
proving that even moderate
Basques disapprove of his tough
policy towards the nationalists.
The PP had urged voters to
throw out the Basque nationalists
and seize what it called ““a
historic opportunity for the
future of Spanish democracy’".
This is the most serious strategic
reversal Mr. Aznar has suffered
since his re-election a year ago.

Also on the losers’ dais were
Euskal Herritarok or EH, political
wing of ETA, the Basque terrorist
organisation, and the Basque
socialist party. EH lost seven of
the 14 seats it held in the
outgoing Parliament; the
socialists, like the PP, won 19
seats. With turnout as high as 80
per cent, Basque voters made
their desires plain: they do not
favour the terror campaign
launched by ETA. Neither do
they approve of the tough, no-
dialogue stand adopted by Mr.
Aznar.

ETA (Euzkadi Ta Askatasuna)
did not wait long to make its
displeasure felt. On May 15, a
journalist, Mr. Gorka Landaburu,
who has long campaigned
against ETA’s violent tactics, was
the victim of a letter bomb
attack. He lost an eye and two
fingers and suffered extensive
burns. For over 30 years, ETA has
been waging a relentless
separatist war against the
Spanish Government. Over 800
people have been killed and
hundreds injured in terrorist
attacks in the name of Basque
self-determination and
unification. ETA describes the
three million Basques as ‘“‘a
nation divided”.

The Basque country lies in the
northeast of Spain, in a region
running from the Bay of Biscay
to the foothills of the western
Pyrenees in France. On the
Spanish side, it is made up of the
highly industrialised provinces of
Navarre, Guipuzcoa, Alava and
Biscay. On the French side, the
Basques live in the lower
Pyrenees region. In December
1999, ETA decided to interrupt a
self-decreed, 14-month-long
ceasefire and revived its terror

The Basque voters have made it plain: they do
not favour ETA’s terror campaign nor do they
approve of the Spanish Government’s

,y(no-dialogue stand, writes Vaiju Naravane.

7
bcampaign. Some 30 persons have

been killed this year alone. Not a
week seems to go by without an
attack, mainly in the Basque
country, but also in the capital,
Madrid — proof that ETA can
strike when it wants, where it
wants. Worse, it has now
widened its net, aiming not just
for policemen or “agents of the
state” but targeting journalists,
businessmen, politicians and

language is unique, resembling
no other in Europe. Their desire
for political independence was
formally expressed by Sabino de
Arana Goiri with the founding of
the PNV in 1894.

ETA was born in 1959 as a
result of schism within the PNV.
The old party disapproves of
armed struggle and is willing to
settle for a high degree of
autonomy within the Spanish

A demonstration in Madrid against ETA’s violent ways.

employees of the state.

Carmen Guruchaga a well-
known commentator on Basque
politics says: “The nationalists
have a huge following in the
Basque country. Their funds
come from contributions sent in
by supporters. All the polls
indicate that the people from the
Basque provinces think of
themselves as Basque first and
Spanish afterwards.”

The Basques are one of the
most ancient peoples of Europe,
identified even in Roman times
as unconquerable. Their

state. ETA, on the other hand,
has been demanding the right to
self-determination as a pre-
condition for talks.

Mr. Eusebio Lasa Altuna, who
heads the economic section of
EH, says the Basques have never
been properly consulted about
what they want. “We did not
ratify Spain’s new Constitution.
We did not vote for the
European Union. We must be
consulted. That is a key issue,”
he says. Mr. Arnaldo Otegi, EH
spokesman, presses home this
point. “We are three million
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people who are being kept
artificially apart. We live in a
rich, industrialised part of the
world with incomes of over $
16,000 dollars a year. East Timor
can win independence, but not
us. What sort of hypocrisy is
this?”

In September 1998, ETA and
EH declared a unilateral
ceasefire. They said they had the
Irish agreements in mind and
invited the Government to make
a gesture in return, Only one
meeting between representatives
of the Government and the
various Basque parties was held,
in Switzerland in May 1999. It
lasted four hours at the end of
which the two sides agreed to
disagree. Like the Irish
Republican Army, which is their
model, the ETA guerrillas refused
to disarm at the start of the
peace process, a condition
rejected by Madrid. The Basques
wanted all their political
prisoners to be transferred to
jails in their region, not scattered
in the various corners of Spain.
The Government flatly refused.

Many political commentators,
like Carmen Guruchaga, blame
the Government for failing to
establish a constructive dialogue
with the terrorists. Others argue
that ETA never intended to make
any concessions and used the
ceasefire to buy itself time, re-
arm and re-group. Mr. Aznar’s
conservative Government has
sworn it will take a tough line on
ETA terrorism. “Their campaign
is bestial and brutal. But we will
not submit. We shall fight harder
than ever. They can still kill a lot
more people but they cannot kill
freedom, neither in Spain nor in
the Basque country,” Mr. Aznar
said. The Prime Minister himself
has been an ETA target and
narrowly escaped an
assassination attempt in 1995.
The former Interior Minister, Mr.
Jaime Mayor Oreja, who comes
from the Basque country was
handpicked by Mr. Aznar to lead
the PP’s campaign in the Basque
elections. He failed miserably.

Mr. Aznar is going to have to
re-think his policy towards the
Basques. The highly popular and
charismatic leader of the PNV,
Mr. Xabier Arzalluz, said: “We
have called for talks with all
concerned, even those close to
ETA. Madrid has been punished
for its warrior mentality and for
its reliance on police methods.”

The PNV has yet to decide
whether it will lead a minority
Government or seek a larger
consensus by approaching the
socialists and communists. It has
also not disclosed whether it will
be happy with autonomy or
pursue an irredentist agenda.
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BRUSS$ELS, MAY 15. The European
Uniof governments have reacted
cautipusly to the Italian election
resulfs and the Foreign Ministers
reframed from commenting on
the advent of the 59th post-war
government, headed by Italy’s
richest man and media tycoon,
Mr. Silvio Berlusconi.

The silver-lining on the political
scene there is that Mr. Berlusconi
will command a healthy majority
backed by solid centre-right ma-
jority in Parliament. The govern-
ment will be subjected to less
dependence on Mr. Berlusconi’s
xenophobic ally and former
northern separatists, Mr. Umbret-
to Bossi. Seven years ago, Mr.
Bossi and his neo-fascist party
pulled the rug under Mr. Berlus-
coni’s seven-month government
and triggered his downfall. Such a
possibility is now rated as remote.

Mr. Romano Prodi, President of
the European Commission and
himself a former prime minister
of Italy, said Mr. Berlusconi’s gov-
ernment would be “fully legiti-
mate”. The German Chancellor,
Mr. Gerhard Schroeder, said he
‘respected’ the Italians’ choice
and hoped the Government
would maintain the country’s
pro-European stance. The Swed-

ivl» Deiwoo Minister, Mr. Goran
Persson, whose COumry Lialds the

six-monthly rotating presidency
of the E.U., said Sweden would
not take the initiative to isolate
Italy with diplomatic sanctions —
like those imposed on Austria
when the Austrian government
invited the far-right xenophobic
Austrian Freedom Party led by the
controversial Mr. Joerg Haider in-
to coalition.

Mr. Haider said the E.U. had
“burnt its fingers” over the sanc-
tions. The sanctions against Aus-
tria were criticised by other E.U.
member-states and eventually
dropped in an embarrassing dip-
lomatic u-turn.

According to the E.U. policy on
diplomatic sanctions on a fellow
E.U. country, such a decision
would require the support of four
fifths of the European Council of
Ministers and the assent of the
European Parliament, to decide if
any member- state poses a clear
danger or serious violation to
principles of freedom, democra-
cy, human rights and the rule of
law. This is stated in the ‘Nice
treaty’ which is yet to be ratified
by the member-states. According
to observers, this process may be
finalised before the end of 2002.

The new government will em-
bark on a programme of reduc-
tion of taxation, government

Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, during a
speech taped at his home in
Arcore, near Milan, Italy, on
Monday. Mr. Berlusconi’s
conservative coalition
registered an emphatic win in
the general elections. — AP

bureaucracy and insist on more
transparency and accountability
in a society inflicted by sleeze. Mr.
Berlusconi is expected to face
much “bureaucratic inertia” as
the notoriously over-staffed civil
service will oppose all job- killing
reforms.

The government would have
implications for the rest of Europe
and would rank among the four
European centre- right govern-
ments, with a new message for
deregulation and deep tax cuts.

At the best of times, politics in
Italy have never been smooth and
the naturally sceptical Italians

have neve: taken their politicians
seriously. In 199Us, & geries of

scandals involving the mana ..
organised crime connections with
senior politicians had suggested
that corruption in the Italian pub-
lic life is almost a way of life. ‘The
Northern League’ — a rightwing
party in the prosperous north Ita-
ly, threatened tax revolt and even
secession of the prosperous
northern part from the poorer
southern region.

The reality is that despite overt
and embarrassing corruption,
most Italians are beneficiaries of
the post-war economic miracle,
which has provided a good stan-
dard of living and most Italians
have been at peace with them-
selves.

Italy is often described as an
odd country and is much more
peculiar than it appears. At one
time, the Italian industrialists
were seriously worried about the
challenge posed by the European
single market and Italy’s return to
short-lived governments.

-

-
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. ROME, May 14. — Media baron

Mr Silvio Berlusconi held a nar-

. row lead in both chambers of

parliament in his bid to win

" back the premiership with a co-

alition of Right-wing allies. But
it was unclear if he had captured
the majority needed to govern,
according to projections and par-
tial vote counts early today.

Between Italy’s complex elec-
toral system, uncounted votes
from yesterday’s election and
several parties refusing to de-
clare their allegiance, it was not
immediately clear whether the

- billionaire businessman had

the numbers in parliament.

By morning, no one had claim-
ed victory in a country where
chronic political instability has
yielded 58 governments since
World War II.

“What counts is the breakdown
the seats” in parliament, said

_Mr Enrico La Loggia, a top lead-

er in Berlusconi’s Forza Italia
Party. A parliamentary majori-
ty is 50 per cent plus one vote.
A combination of slow ballot
counting and Italy’s complex
electoral system ~ a mix of di-
rect and proportional represen-
tation — held up calculation of
the breakdown.

The projections, announced on

' state TV, indicated Berlusco-

ni’s Centre-Right coalition
would win 42.6 per cent of the

+ Senate Upper House of parlia-
" ment, which was up for renew-

{

" al yesterday, and his Centre-

% narrow lead
in Italian polls

Left rival, former Rome mayor
Mr Francesco Rutelli, would
take 39.1 per cent.
Mr Berlusconi’s Centre-Right
coalition was projected to win
45.4 per cent of the directly
elected seats in the larger,
Lower Chamber of Deputies,
with 43.7 per cent projected to
go to Mr Rutelli’s bloc.
4 ministers set to lose: Four
ministers in Italy’s Centre-Left
government looked set to lose
their constituencies in the gen-
eral polls, according to comput-
er projections, adds Reuters.

Finance minister Mr Ottavia-
no del Turco and environment
minister Mr Willer Bordon,
who hold seats in the Upper
House, or Senate, lost their dis-
trict votes by five and 11-point
margins respectively.

And interior minister Mr Enzo
Bianco, heavily criticised for
his ministry’s handling of the
polls, which newspapers descri-
bed as “chaotic”, went down to
a 12-point defeat in his constit-
uency. He sits in the Lower
House Chamber of Deputies.

Communications minister Mr
Salvatore Cardinale was also
set for defeat in the Lower
House, with latest data giving
him 38 per cent of the vote in
his constituency to 56 per cent
for his Centre-Right rival.

All four men could, however,
retain their seats in parliament
through the proportional repre-
sentation system which ac-

counts for a quagter of the
seats. /
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gerlusconi storms back to power

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, MAY 14. The Italian media tycoon, Mr,
Silvio Herlusconi (64), today stormed back to
power yhen his conservative House of Free-
doms alliance won a comfortable majority in
the Chamber of Deputies (lower House) and a
majority in the Senate.

Mr. Berlusconi’'s main rival, Mr. Francesco
Rutelli of the left wing Olive Tree Alliance
fared poorly in the elections, winning only 160
seats in the 630-member Chamber of Deputies
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as against Mr. Berlusconi’s score of over 380
seats. In the 315- member Senate, Mr. Ber-
lusconi’s alliance has won 204 seats.

These figures will change when the final
count comes in. Mr. Berlusconi’s spokesman,
Mr. Paolo Bonaiuti, said the House of Free-
doms alliance had “won a clear majority in
both the Senate and the lower House which
would guarantee stability and credibility to
the country.”

The vote was a complicated affair with sep-
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A montage of the front pages of Italian dailies on Monday, featuring the
results of the general elections with banner headlines announcing that the
media baron, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, is ahead. — AP

arate ballot papers for the legislative and mu-
nicipal polls and for the 25 per cent seats
which are decided on the basis of proportional
representation. There were huge queues of
voters outside polling booths and the voting
had to be extended up to 11 p.m. to allow
everyone to vote.

The heavy turnout had buoyed the spirits of
Mr. Rutelli who said on Sunday that good vot-
er mobilisation would mean more votes for
him. But voters clearly expressed their choice
in favour of the man widely seen as the per-
sonification of Italy’s most spectacular suc-
cess story.

That said, the vote was not the plebiscite for
which Mr. Berlusconi had hoped. He is far
from getting the two-thirds majority required
for ushering in constitutional changes and in
the Senate, he would well have to depend on
the votes of his fractious electoral ally, the Le-
ga Nord.

The results show that the vilification cam-

paign against Mr. Berlusconi by the left wing
alliance did not pay off. Most of the European
press had focused on the media tycoon’s huge
conflict of interests (he owns 50 per cent of
Italy’s television stations and now as Premier,
will have control over the state-run Rai televi-
sion network) between running the Govern-
ment and looking after his business empire.

His interests include publishing, television,
cinema houses, insurance, real estate and dot-
com companies. He has also been under in-
vestigation for tax evasion and fraud. Two
cases are still pending against him. None of
the other charges have stuck.

None of the smaller parties, with the excep-
tion of the Lega Nord and the refounded Com-
munist Party, got a single seat in Parliament or

the Senate since they polled less than the min- -

imum 4 per cent of the national vote required

to win seats.
P
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ROME, MAY 12 It’s a glorious, sunny day. “If the
weather is as good tcmorrow, we're not going
to bother voting. We'll go to the Villa Borghese
for a picnic. In any case, neither of the candi-
dates impresses me. One is a turncoat, the
other a thief. Why bother?” says Ms Maria
Grazia with a toss of her luxuriant red-brown
mane,

Mr. Ricardo and Ms Maria Grazia are in
their thirties, dynamic and intelligent. She has
her own line of clothing for “modern and pro-
fessional women’” while Mr. Ricardo is an en-
gineer with a well-known heavy electrical
company. They are both part of the 22 per cent
segment of undecided voters who are going to
swing Sunday’s legislative and municipal elec-
tions in Italy.

The “thief” in question is the media mag-
nate, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s wealthiest
citizen who is still under investigation for
i fraud and tax evasion. His House of Freedoms

ITALIAN POLL — V

coalition with the xenophobic Lega Nord and
the reformed fascist Alleanza Nazionale has
been credited by some polling institutes with a
huge margin of votes which will give him an
absolute majority. Other polls indicate that
Mr. Berlusconi’s coalition will squeak past but
without a substantial majority.

The “turncoat” is Mr. Berlusconi’s Left wing
rival, Mr. Francesco Rutelli, former Mayor of
Rome who is the candidate of the large, mainly
leftist Olive Tree Alliance. He started out as a
member of the Radical Party and then moved
to the Greens. He has now launched a new
centre-left platform called the Marguerite Alli-
ance.

Mr. Rutelli has been criticised by people like
Mr. Ricardo and Ms Maria Grazia who are
confirmed anti-Papal centre- leftists, for his
fluctuating positions towards the Vatican. ‘He
really opposed the Roman Catholic Church
when the struggle for divorce was underway.
But as Mayor of Rome, he did his level best to

-~ Berlusconi tipped to win
By Vaiju Naravane HS’ \?/‘\

The centre-right Italian prime ministerial candidate, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, at a

rally in central Rome on Friday before he wound up the campaign for
Sunday’s elections. — Reuters

cosy up to the Pope. He had agreed to assist
Gay Pride with their parade in Rome. When
the Pope objected, he pulled out state funding.
Now he has got matrried in the church with the
Pope’s blessing. How he can reconcile his
deep political beliefs with the retrograde
stance of the Vatican on AIDS, contraception,
artificial insemination etc is beyond me,” says
Ms Maria Grazia.

Most Italians seem unfazed by the corrup-
tion charges against Mr. Berlusconi, charges
that the Milan magistrates have found it diffi-
cult to substantiate, so well has he allegedly

crape together and his campaign spending is

THE HINDU
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said to be in the region of 400 million dollars.
This is peanuts for a man whose declared per-
sonal fortune is estimated at over $12 billions.

Recently, intellectuals like the writer, Mr.
Umberto Eco, and Mr. Jean Michel Folon, the
French painter and graphic artist, have come
out strongly against what they call “'Berlusco-
ni’s dumbing down of Italian society.” Mr. Eco
in a signed article in La Republica said it was
every Italian’s moral responsibility to vote
against Mr. Berlusconi. Mr. Folon had de-
signed posters for Mr. Rutelli's campaign
showing a soaring dove over the red, white
and green of the Italian flag. The caption

reads: Freedom has no house.
(Concluded)
/
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Immigrants a?ﬁously

W -await outcome

ﬂ By Vaiju Naravane

: CREMA (NORTHERN ITALY), MAY 10.
Lekh Ram rises at 3 a.m. He dress-
es Hurriedly and steps across the
road to the diary where the lowing
. of some three hundred Lombardy
. cows rends the air. He pulls on
' rubber boots and an olive green
rubber apron, then leads the cows
into the milking shed next door,
expertly attaching the milking ma-
chine to their swollen udders. Af-
ter nine years on the job, the
gestures have become mechani-
cal.

Lekh Ram came here on a tour-
ist visa, began working clandes-
tinely and then was “‘regularised”
when he found this job. He is per-
fectly integrated into the Ttalian
society with two school-going
children and earns the equivalent
of 1,600 U.S. dollars per month
with free housing. Many Indians
working on farms and diaries in
Northern ltaly’s rich Lombard
plain, however, work illegally.
They do not have resident papers
and their employers use them to
evade taxes. They are underpaid,
. overworked and live in perpetual
fear of being caught and deported.
: The possibility of the Lega Nord,
the xenophobic party led by Mr.
Umberto Bossi, the aggressive, an-
ti-foreigner politician of the
North, strikes fear in their hearts.

The Northern League is part of
the media magnate, Mr. Silvio
Berlusconi’'s conservative coali-

ITALIAN POLL — Il

tion known as the House of Free-
doms. Informed sources in Milan
. indicate that the latest opinion
poll which cannot be published in
Italy, credit Mr. Berlusconi's Forza
Italia (Lets go, Italy) Party with as
much as 30 per cent of the vote in
legislative and municipal polls
scheduled for May 13. The Lega
will, according to the same poll,
win an estimated 5.5 per cent of
the votes, while the former Fascist
Party, the Alleanza Nazionale,
! strong in Rome and in the south,
i is expected to win 13 per cent. If
© these predictions come true, Mr.
Berlusconi will have an absolute
majority in both Houses of Parlia-
- ment. The Lega’s score will deter-
mine how much Mr. Umberto
Bossi influences national policy,
especially on matters of immigra-
tion.

“l come here by when Lakh
Ram calls me in an emergency.
Otherwise he is the boss,” ex-
plains Carlo, one of the three
brothers who own the diary farm.
The milk is collected in a contain-
er capable of holding eight quin-
tals of liquid, then sent to a Dairy
Farmers’ Cooperative to be con-
verted into Italy’s famous Gorgon-
zola cheese. There are about 700
Indians working on farms and
dairy farms in the rich plain of
Lombardy in Northern ltaly. In
the Parma region which produces
parmegiano reggiano or Parme-
i san cheese, many of the large dair-
ies with over 1,000 cows are run

entirely by Indian farmers, almost
all of them from Punjab and Ha-
ryana, the majority being Sikh.
Lakh Ram, now in his mid-40s,
comes from Rohtak in Haryana.

“1 paid Rs. 40,000 to an agent to
get me here. I would go to the
dairy secretly at night with a friend
to learn the job. | also had an Ital-
ian tourist visa when [ arrived.
Now things have changed. Indians
coming without papers to ltaly
can no longer take aeroplanes be-
cause the checks are stricter. They
pay upto Rs. 4 lakhs to agents who
put them on to ships that come
here through Turkey. But once
here, they are on their own and
jobs have become difficult to
find,” explains Lakh Ram.

The queue outside the Indian
Consulate in Milan is long. Avtar
Singh, who comes from a village
near Amritsar, says his brother
gave an agent “‘several lakhs” to
bring him here in a boat. The jour-
ney was long and supremely un-
comfortable with very little food
and extremely cramped quarters.
Bewildered, alone and without
any knowledge of {talian, he pain-
fully made his way to Milan. Now
Avtar Singh has found illegal em-
ployment washing dishes in a res-
taurant. He is trying to obtain an
Indian passport, the first step in
his 1talian paper chase. In Lon-
don, bookmakers place the odds
at 1 to 1.3 on a Berlusconi victory,
and 1 to 3.5 on a win by his left-
wing rival, Mr. Francesco Rutelli.

Mr. Berlusconi’s last major tele-
vision appearance on this cam-
paign was described as “‘smooth
and convincing” by most political
pundits. He signed a symbolic
“contract” with Italy promising
not to stand for re-election in 2006
if he failed to make good on at
least four of his five priorities
which include massive job cre-
ation, tax reduction, infrastruc-
ture building, reducing the
national deficit and increasing
pensions for poor retirees. But Mr.
Berlusconi’s bombshell was the
announcement that the president
of Ferrari, the Formula One motor
racing champion, Mr. Luca Corde-
ro di Montezemolo would join his
Cabinct.

“You must not underestimate
the significance of this. While it
enthuses the average Italian for
whom Ferrari symbolises national
honour and all that is good in Italy

- creativity, dynamism, innova-
tion — this announcerient is even
more important for the industrial
and business community. It
means that Mr. Berlusconi, who
was for long rejected by ltaly’s
bourgeoisie and aristocracy as a
slum boy who tried to elbow his
way into their gilded circles, has
finally been accepted. Mr. Monte-
zemolo belongs to the old ltalian
aristocracy. His induction into a
future cabinet means that Mr.
Berlusconi has received the bene-
diction of Italy’s industrial pope,
the Fiat chairman, My, Gianni Ag-
nelli himself,” says commentator
Bruno Crimi.

THE HINDU
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~A cam

paign of insults

w*and name-calling

CP By Vaiju Naravane

ROME, MAY 8. “‘They are at each oth-
er’s throats like dogs. They are dogs
and Jmay they all go to hell with
their lies and their false promises.”
Strong words indeed from a prac-
ticing Roman Catholic who has a
crucifix swinging gently from the
rearview mirror of his cab. But An-
tonio, 52, and father of three who
has been “putting in a eleven-hour
day for the last years and taking
home a pittance” is prepared to
damn his country’s politicians
twice over.

Although Italy has one of the
most generous pension and health
care schemes in Europe, and where
tax evasion is something of a na-
tional sport, Antonio feels his stan-
dard of living has been eroded
steadily in the last decade and a
half. “T no longer expect anything
from these laddri (thieves). Look at
Berlusconi. No one knows where
the money came from. He’s man-
aged to cover his tracks so well that
even the judges cannot get at him.
What will he do when the entire
State machinery is at his disposal?

ITALIAN POLL — |

He is bound to put his hand into

~1€ till again. Old habits die hard,
you know. The only person even
remotely worth voting for is Gian-
franco Fini. They.say he’s a fascist.
But all that is old hat,” says Anto-
nio hurtling at breakneck speed in
the crowded, narrow streets of
Rome’s Jewish ghetto.

Italy goes to the polls on May 13
to elect a new parliament and mu-
nicipal councils in what political
commentators say is a “‘particular-
ly vicious and savage campaign”.
The President, Mr. Carlo Azeglio
Ciampi called on his country’s
feuding politicians to lower the
tone of their slanging matches after
a particularly bitter exchange be-
tween the Left-wing leader, Mr.
Massimo D’Alema and the conser-
vative candidate, Mr. Silvio Berlus-
coni. It is a campaign where insults
and vulgar jokes are being freely
traded between the contenders.

“I shall never tire of repeating
that good governance in a healthy
democracy requires mutual re-

spect,” Mr. Ciampi said. He has so
far kept out of the political arena.
But the sheer viciousness of Sat-
urday’s name calling contest be-
tween Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s
richest man who is the leading
Conservative candidate and Mr.
D’Alema, the leader of the Demo-
cratic Left Party left even the most
liberal voters reeling. Opinion polls
no longer give Mr. Berlusconi the
20-point lead he once enjoyed over
the Left-wing Olive Tree Alliance
which is led by Mr. Francesco Ru-
telli, the good-looking former May-
or of Rome.

“I would not touch Rutelli, not
with a barge pole. Berlusconi
makes my stomach churn. So who
is left? There is Emma Bonino, the
former European Human Rights
Commissioner but her political
tactics and hunger striking have
put me off,” says 44- year-old jour-
nalist Marcella. Ms. Bonino, who is
leading a small independent list
which has tied up with the Radical
Party, has been on hunger strike to
protest against the “unfair treat-
ment”’ meted out to her party by
the media, particularly television,
which either belongs to Mr. Ber-
lusconti or is State-run. Last week,
she broke off her hunger strike only
to start again on Sunday.

Mr. Berlusconi, who is estimated
to have spent over $300 million on
his campaign so far, would like this
poll to become a plebiscite in his
favour and has done his level best
to needle his opponents. He him-
self is locked into a rather uneasy
coalition with his former allies, Mr.
Umberto Bossi of the anti- immi-
grant Northern League and Mr.
Gianfranco Fini of the National Al-
liance, the re-baptised if not entire-
ly reformed former Italian Fascist
Party. Mr. Francesco Rutelli was
not a unanimous but a compro-
mise candidate. He has received
quite a few barbs and not enough
backing from his own political
family. But in recent weeks as the
possibility of Mr. Berlusconi being
elected became stronger, the left-
ists have closed ranks and Mr. Ru-
telli has managed to narrow the
gap between him and the leader of
Forza Italia. But it is Italy’s 22 per
cent undecided voters who will seal

their fates. ]
/
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Mr. Silvio Berlusconi and Mr. Francesco Rutelli... vying to capture Rome.

w‘( Y :
( Rich man running

HE STREETY of Milan are
plastered with posters big

and small. The Allianza

Nazionale Jostles for
space with the Lega Nord. The left
wing Olive Tree Alliance attempts
to out-shout Mr. Silvio Berlusco-
ni's House of Freedoms. The
Greens, the Radicals, the Liberals,
the Independents, the Christian
Democrats, the Communists and
a myriad other local and regional
parties fight for a place in the sun.
Yes, in Italy, it's election time
again.

There are unending and repeti-
tious TV debates, radio round ta-
bles and public meetings. The
Italians, who have seen almost fif-
ty Governments come and go
since the end of the Second World
War, now just live through the din
and the noise, the hype and hy-
perbole with a practised, some-
what superior sneer. For, as
everyone knows, elections only
mean a grand spectacle and
promises, it is tacitly agreed, can-

. not and will not be kept.

Legislative and municipal elec-
tions are to be held on May 13.
The two main contenders are the
media magnate and industrial ty-
coon, Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, by far
Italy’s wealthiest man, who heads
a conservative coalition called
The House of Freedoms, and Mr.
Francesco Rutelli, the good-look-
ing, media-savvy former Mayor of
Rome, who has emerged as the
compromise consensus candi-
date of the outgoing Left-wing Ol-
ive Tree Alliiance.

Mr. Berlusconi who served as
Italy’s Prime Minister for a short,
chaotic eight-month period in
1994, has since, with his Forza
Italia (Let's go, Italy) party, be-
come the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He has once again joined
hands with Mr. Umberto Bossi,
the rude, uncouth, unpredictable
and xenophobic politician from

the wealthy Lombard north, and
Mr. Gianfranco Fini, who has
been struggling to give the former
Italian Fascist Party (the MSI or
Movimento  Sociale Italiano
founded by the dictator, Benito
Mussolini) a change of image by
re-baptising it the Allianza Nazi-
onale and re-centring its extreme
nationalist politics. But both Mr.
Bossi’s Northern League and Mr,
Fini’s National Alliance are anti-
immigrant and Mr. Berlusconi, in
the almost certain event of a vic-
tory, is expected to crack down on
illegal immigration, especially
from the Balkan states.

However, immigration and how
to deal with it are the least of Mr.
Berlusconi’s headaches right
now. His two main worries are,
respectively, in the immediate fu-

comes Prime Minister. But it
would have been better if he had
taken some concrete steps to re-
solve this before becoming a can-
didate. Then, he has several legal
cases pending against him. He
has been cleared of some, others
have fallen by the wayside be-
cause of the statute of limitations.
But there are several which are
still pending. And the 22 per cent
or so of undecided voters who will
make a difference in this election
are in the process of weighing up
these facts. However, in 1994,
when Mr. Berlusconi was a candi-
date no one questioned his legiti-
macy either as a candidate or as
Prime Minister. And the Left too
did nothing to remove the ambi-
guities in the law.”

The charges against Mr. Berlus-

In Italy, it’s election time again. And, says

Vaiju Naravane, the country’s wealthiest

man, Silvio Berlusconi, is one of the main
contenders for power.

ture and in the months ahead, the
22 per cent fringe of undecided
voters upon whom his success
will depend, and the antics of Mr.
Bossi who has a vested interest in
a poor Berlusconian perform-
ance, lest his own voters desert
him for Forza Italia.

Mr. Sergio Romano, political
commentator and former top lev-
el diplomat, says Mr. Berlusconi’s
conflict of interest will weigh
heavily when undecided voters
make up their minds on the eve of
polling day. “It is clear that Mr.
Berlusconi who has all kinds of
business interests — he owns tel-
evision channels, a publishing
house, a newspaper, an insurance
company, real estate and housing
projects — has a real problem of
conflict of interest. He says he will
resolve this as soon as he be-

coni are heavy. He has come un-
der investigation for money
laundering, connections with the
mafia, tax evasion, bribing politic-
ians, judges and police officers
and taxmen and has even been
suspected of complicity in mur-
der. Mr. Berlusconi himself stout-
ly denies all these charges saying
they have been cooked up by left
wing judges who have tried to
persecute him since he became
Prime Minister in 1994.

Several of his defenders, who
are quite convinced he has done
all this and worse, find him admi-
rable and are openly enthusiastic
about his ability to hoodwink the
state and its institutions and his
capacity to keep judges double
guessing while amassing a per-
sonal fortune estimated at up-
wards of $ 12 billions. The British

weekly The Economist last week
declared Mr. Berlusconi “not fit
to lead the Government of any
country, least of all one of the
world’s richest democracies.”

The weekly enumerates the
nine legal cases against Mr. Ber-
lusconi and attempts to untangle
the intricate financial web that
shrouds his companies and busi-
ness interests.

Major European newspapers
have been intensely critical of Mr.
Berlusconi. Spain’s Il Mundo has
published details about tax eva-
sion practised by Mr. Berlusconi's
TV channel there and a judge, Mr.
Baltaser Garzon, has asked that
the media tycoon’s European par-
liamentary immunity be lifted so
that corruption charges may be
filed.

All this has left the Italians un-
fazed. Says a commentator, Mr.
Bruno Crimi, “What the interna-
tional press has revealed about
Mr. Berlusconi's past is nothing
new for Italians. I think we have
digested him. What most people
are saying is: He has taken
enough. Perhaps he now wants to
give back to the country. And al-
though there are all these cases
against him, he has done exactly
what most Italian businessmen
have done.

““Tax evasion is almost a neces-
sity if you want to survive in busi-
ness. He has done it better than
others and he has been clever
enough not to get caught. Per-
haps, they say he will apply the
same acumen and intelligence to
the governance of the country. In
any case, most Italians feel that he
is someone to be lauded rather
than decried and until proven
guilty, in the eyes of the law and
his fellow citizens, Berlusconiis
innocent.” d
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- Anti-Euro

W gets a boost
¢

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 2. Just when Labojur
thought that the focus had quiefly
shifted away from Europe, freeipg
it from an inconvenient baggdge
in the build-up to next month’s
general election, the issue has
come to haunt it again following
reports of a controversial German
plan which is likely to give an un-
expected boost to the Tories’ anti-
Europe campaign.

The plan, which is credited to
the German Chancellor, Mr. Ger-
hardt Schroeder and is to be dis-
cussed by his party later this
month, envisages a radical res-
tructuring of the existing govern-
ing arrangements in Brussels
bringing it closer to the idea of a
European government with a bi-
cameral Parliament and an indi-
rectly elected president. National
leaders such as the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair would
end up as Senators in the Upper
House of the reformed European
Parliament which would have far
more powers than the existing
legislature.

In Britain, this has stoked fears
of a Eliropean “'superstate” caus-
ing unease even among Euro-en-
thusiasts while the Tories have
seized on the issue to claim that it

| confirms their worst apprehen-
sions over closer political integra-
tion with Europe. The Tories have
consistently warned against ‘‘sur-
rendering” national sovereignty
to the European Union and the
party chief, Mr. William Hague
provoked a storm recently when
he charged that the Blair Govern-
ment, with its enthusiasm for Eu-
rope, was turning Britain into a
“foreign land”. The Labour Party
and the Blair Government too

pe move

L

sovereignty while seeking closer
partnership with Europe.
Commentators today recalled
Mr. Blair's combative remarks in
Warsaw last October when he
countered the Tories’ charge on
the issue saying that his vision of
a Europe was that of a “super-
power not a superstate”’. He em-

phasised that national
parliaments and governments
would remain ‘‘the primary

source of democratic account-
ability in Europe.” The German
proposal, however, is seen to be
in sharp contrast with Mr. Blair's
vision.

An analyst in The Times argued
that under the Schroeder plan the
“primary source of authority
within the E.U. at the moment,
the Council of Ministers in which
our representatives can still wield
their ever-diminishing veto, will
be reduced to an Upper House.”
“For Tony Blair the choices he
has been trying to fudge are be-
coming much starker, much more
quickly than he would like,” he
said. The pro-Europe Guardian
had no doubt that the plan cre-
ated a “huge headache” for Mr.
Blair and the Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Robin Cook as they prepared
for a general election. “It will al-
low the Conservatives to claim
that the Government's friends in
Europe are working on ideas
which would make a mockery of
national sovereignty,” it pointed
out.

Europe is an emotive issue in
Britain and Labour is generally
seen to be out of sync with public
mood on it. It has been trying
hard to play down Europe on the
eve of the general election, and
significantly neither the party nor
the Government has commented
on the Schroeder plan controver-

haye-mhaintained that there is no
uestioning of giving up national

sy hoping that it would go away.
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-
Schroeder party -
" backs plan for
united Europe!

BERLIN, MAY 1. The German Chan-
cellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder’s
Social Democratic Party (SPD)
called on Monday for its plahs fora
European government to be
placed at the top of the E.U.’s po-
litical agenda.

The party general secretary, Mr.
Franz Muntefering, said the pro-
posals to united Europe within 10
years had been drawn up by a
group headed by the Chancellor.
In a reference to Britain and other
states reluctant to hand over sov-
ereignty, Mr. Muntefering said all
E.U. leaders had a duty to agldress
crucial issues about the next steps
forward.

As well as backing plaps{o turn
the European Commissibn into a
government for Europe\with an
elected president — and cleating a
more powerful, two-tier E{ropean
Parliament — the SPD damands
far greater co-operation ovr tax.

its blueprint for Europe’s future,
entitled Responsibility for Europe,

- said the single currency created
new demands for harmonisation
of economic policies.

“An internal market and a com-
mon currency also demand a
stronger harmonisation in tax pol-
icy, in particular in relation to
business taxes, taxing capital
gains, taxing the use of energy and
the arrangements for VAT and
sales tax, as well as a common cap-
ital market."”

It added: “There is no alterna-
tive to further integration and Eu-
ropeanisation.”

The SPD ideas include turning
the E.U. Council of Ministers,
comprising ministers of the 15
member states, into a parliamen-
tary chamber similar to the Bun-
desrat upper House representing
Germany’s Federal states.

It says that Europol, the Europe-
an police agency, should be turned
into “an operational European po-
lice vested with executive rights
according to the model of (Germa-
ny's) Federal Criminal Qfffcg’. —
©Telegraph Group Lj itgdf Lon-
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ediating mternatuo al conflicts

o\
By Mukund Padmanabhan Q)N“

0SLO, APRIL 13. Soon after the establish-
ment of the United Nations, Norwegian
foreign policy was declared as “as pro-
American as it dared”, “as pro- Soviet as it
had to be” and “as pro-UN as it possibly
could be”. The contribution of this small
nation to the U.N. has been quite dispro-
portionate to its size.

It has been reflected not only in finan-
cial assistance to the U.N.’s development
activities, but also to its peace- keeping
activities. Relatively recently, Norway’s
contribution to peace-keeping has resuit-
ed in an important parallel activity— that
of mediation or attempts at conflict reso-
lution around the world.

Like peace-keeping, mediation has giv-
en this country of some four and half mil-
lion high international profile. In India,
Norway’s affair with playing a third-party
mediator in conflicts is associated largely
with its recent effort in Sri Lanka, where it
is attempting to coax the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment and the LTTE towards the nego-
tiating table. But its mediatory endeavors
began much earlier.

Norway played a critical role in facilitat-
ing the negotiations between the Guate-
malean Government and leaders of the
guerilla movement, which eventually led
to the signing of the ceasefire in 1996. Nor-
way supported the process towards peace
financially on the ground that it was im-
portant to lay the foundations for eco-
nomic development to prevent the
conflict from recurring. In fact, the coun-

try’s very role as a me ator emer e be
cause of developmental work undertaken
by some NGOs such as Norwegian Ch ch
Aid, which enjoyed good contacts
both the Government and the guerlllas
As for Norway's involvement with the
peace process in the West Asia, it emerged
from political contacts on both the Israeli
and Palestinian side. Weaknesses in the
official Washington-backed peace process
led to the establishment of the secret Oslo
channel in the early Nineties and resulted
in the Oslo peace accord between the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Yitzhak Rabin,

THE NEW NORWAY - i

and the PLO Chairman, Mr. Yasser Arafat.
Norway continues to be involved in the
region, though the strife in the region con-
tinues with new complexities and fresh
challenges.

In comparison, the engagement in Sri
Lanka is only a couple of years old. But
there is some excitement in Oslo over re-
cent developments, which culminated last
week in the Sri Lankan Government’s an-
nouncement that talks with the LTTE are
likely to be held shortly.

What is responsible for the emergence
of Norway as a mediator in international
conflicts. At a general level, Norway’s ef-
fort at conflict resolution has flown from
its so-called “love affair’ with the U.N.
and the image of itself as the land which
gives out the Nobel peace prize.

But they are specific factors which have

THE HINDU
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facilitated this role. “We are a small na-
tion”, says the Norwegian Prime Minister,
Mr. Jens Stoltenberg. “Nobody is afraid of
us and they know we don’t have any ambi-
tions of becoming a player in the interna-
tional arena”. Mr. Knut Toraasen, Special
Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
reckons that it could have something to do
with Norway history as a neutral nation,
which it was before it joined NATO follow-
ing World War I when it was occupied by
Germany. “Our contributions to develop-
ment assistance and missionary and NGO
activity have also helped to understand
other countries better,” he says.

Both peace-keeping and mediation re-
ceive strong public support in Norway.
The country has participated in 37 of 53
peace-keeping operations and contribut-
ed 60,000 people (out of a total of around 8
lakhs) to the various U.N. peace-keeping
efforts.

The main theatre of operation has been
Lebanon, where Norwegian peace-keepers
were replaced by those from India a few
years ago. Today, the vast majority of Nor-
wegian troops (1400 out of 1500) are de-
ployed in the Balkans as part of the
U.N.-mandated NATO-led operation.

This has resulted in a feeling in some
quarters that Norway should refocus its
peace-keeping priorities. The argument is
that Norway’s efforts should be spread
more globally and not concentrated in Eu-
rope, where it is essentially at part of NA-

TO and playing a “peace-enforcing” role.
(Concluded) /
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\(W By Mukund Padmanabhan \X)ﬁ
BERGEN, APRIL 12. Ask the average Norwegi

to list two things that lend this country of
some 4.5 million an international profile
and you will be struck by the unanimity of
the replies.

The first, not surprisingly, is oil — a re-
source which has lent Norway’s economy
an enviable health and provided it with a
trade surplus even as its European neigh-
bours struggle to contain large deficits. The
second is Norway’s new role as a mediator
in conflicts around the world and its vigor-
ous participation in international peace-
keeping missions. “The first is a lubrication
for the economy, the second is a salve for
strife,” says a Foreign Ministry official.

It was in 1971 — the first year that oil was
produced from the Norwegian sector of the
North Sea — that the country entered what
could well be described at the Qil and Gas
Age. Since then, development has taken
place at a frenetic pace. Today, it takes the
country a mere three days to produce as
much oil as was produced during all of
1971.

Today, Norway which exports some 90
per cent of its oil, is the second largest ex-
porter in the world. It is on the verge of
becoming the top five world-wide pro-
ducers of gas and at present controls about
half the remaining petroleum resources in
Europe.

“When we first found oil in the Sixties,
aur politicians did not fully understand its

value. But they made two decisions. One
was to use this resource for the benefit of
the Norwegian people. The other was to use
it to develop other kinds of industry in order
not to be over-dependent on oil,” says Mr.
Olav Akselsen, Minister for Petroleum and
Energy.

Norway’'s petroleum wealth has been
used to fund the country’s extensive welfare
state. Although tax rates are high, Norway
serves up an impressive array of entitle-
ments. Health care and education are nat-
urally free but it's hard to think of another
country which hands out subsidies to poets
and painters or offers those suffering from
arthritis fully paid trips to foreign spas.

THE NEW NORWAY — |

At the same time, there is a fear that Nor-
wegians are becoming soft from compre-
hensive welfarism brought about by oil
revenues. A parallel worry is of becomingly
overly dependent on petroleum which suc-
cessive Governments have attempted to
avoid (and with reasonable success) by
making and channelling investments into
other sectors.

At one level, the petro-numbers do not
look all that attractive. Norway possesses
only about one per cent of the world’s oil
reserves and about three per cent of world-
wide gas reserves. What lends these figures
their impressive edge is that, unlike most

HINZY
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»The Norwegian oil and gas adventure

other countries, Norway is able to export
the vast majority of what it produces. The
total power requirements of the country are
met via hydro-power (though it is likely that
Norway will be forced to turn to gas for ad-
ditional electricity generation shortly.)

Technological developments in the oil in-
dustry have also benefitted Norway immen-
sely. Only recently, a number of oil and gas
fields in the continental shelf were regarded
as uneconomic. No longer. In a part the
Troll field, the company Norsk Hydro is en-
gaged in tapping oil from what is essentially
a gas province.

The oil below the company’s Troll C rig is
a very thin layer of between 12 and 14
metres. Although the gas layer is much
thicker, Norsk Hydro prefers to tap the
more lucrative oil — something that Mr.
Gisle Johanson, the company’s Manager for
Information and External Affairs, says
would have been unproductive and difficult
to undertake without new technology.

The other piece of good news for Norway
is that it is sitting on much more petroleum
reserves than it had bargained for. Oil and
gas reserves are being constantly revised,
and invariably upwards. Troll C’'s managers
say that the total oil reserves in the field has
been revised to 1.3 billion barrels — up
from the last estimate of 900 million bar-
rels.

“We're just lucky,” says Mr. Gry Haaheim,
Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“It’s just one more piece of good in
Norway’s oil and gas advenw
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“IRA offers to resume
" disarmament talks

Belfast, March 8 % “";’\ f \\ ties have called for Z&n hs for

IRA GUERRILLAS sa1d on
Thursday they would reopen
talks with Northern Ireland’s
disarmament commission, but
urged Britain to stick to its side
of the bargain in the tortuous
peace process.

“This is a statement put out
unilaterally and is not part of
any choreography that I am
aware of,” Gerry Kelly, assembly
member of the IRA’s political
ally, Sinn Fein told . He was call-
ing on people to see the statement
on its own merits rather than a
manoeuvre in the overall politi-
cal process.

The IRA made the surprise
announcement as British Prime
Minister Tony Blair and Irish
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern
headed for Belfast for talks with
the feuding parties intended to
bolster the shaky 1998 Good Fri-
day peace accord.

Ahern delayed a planned trip
to Japan to travel to the British-
ruled province for the discus-
sions. Pro-British Protestant par-

the anti-British Irish Rejpublic
Army to renew contact with the
disarmament commission led by
General John de Chastelain. I
But the IRA has refused fur-
ther action on handing in its
weapons until Britain moves on
the thorny issues of policing and
cutting troop levels in the .
province. The IRA announce-
ment said that it remained com-
mitted to “the quest for lasting
peace.” Ahern said earlier this
week a stop-gap formula was
needed to keep the Good Friday
deal afloat and the sides were
heading for “a difficult summer”.
Northern Ireland’s leader
David Trimble dismissed the
nationalists’ statement as saying
nothing new. “It doesn’t even say
as much as what was contained
in the May 6 statement, which
had a clear promise and one they
(the IRA) failed to keep,” he said.
“The statemnent has all the
hallmarks of a pre-emptive
strike designed to avoid pressure
on them and to avoid blame.
Reuters

THE HINDUSTAN TIMIX
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LONDON, MARGH 9. Yet another attempt by the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, and his
Irish counterphrt, Mr. Bertie Ahern, on Thurs-
day to revive\the stalled Northern Ireland
peace process Yailed to produce any result
amid indications that no major initiative
should be expected until after the general
elections in May. There was no significant
progress on either of the three key issues hold-
ing up the implementation of the Good Friday
Agreement — arms decommissioning by the
IRA, reduced British security presence in the
province and further police reforms.

At the end of a day-long all-party talks at the
Hillsborough Castle, just outside Belfast, even
as Mr. Blair claimed that differences were
“narrowing” down, the Sinn Fein Chairman,
Mr. Mitchel McLaughin, called it a “very un-
productive day’'s work.”

While the Sinn Fein tried to make much of
an IRA statement earlier in the day announc-
ing its decision to re-engage with the interna-
tional arms decommissioning body led by
Gen. John de Chastelain, the Unionists
shrugged it off as a "publicity stunt” saying
that mere re-engagement was not enough and
what they wanted to see was real progress on
arms decommissioning — an euphemism for
surrendering arms.

The Ulster Unionist chief and the First Min-
ister of Northern Ireland, Mr. David Trimble,
said: “It is fairly obvious that this statement is
simply a pre-emptive strike attempting to shift
blame for failure on to others rather than a
serious attempt at progress.” He recalled that
a similar decision was announced by the IRA
last summer but its contact with the decom-
missioning body did not go beyond one tele-
phone call. He gave no indication that he
planned to lift his ban on the Sinn Fein Minis-
ters attending cross-border meetings unless
there was visible progress on decommission-
ing.

The Sinn Fein leader, Mr. Gerry Adams, on
the other hand, thought the IRA’s announce-
ment was hugely significant and created
“space” for recipr initiatives from the
British Govern t and the Unionists. “The

question hanging over these talks is — is the
space going to be used by the Prime Minister
(Bertie Ahern) and the British Prime Minis-
ter?” he said. He expected the British Govern-
ment to respond to the Republicans’ demand
for scaling down security in Northern Ireland
and further reforms of the revamped Royal
Ulster Constabulary.

The IRA made it clear that its decision to
re-engage with the decommissioning body
would be successful only if the British Govern-
ment delivered on its “‘obligations” on these
two issues. Right through yesterday’s mara-
thon talks, the Republican complaint was that
the British Government had not fulfilled its
obligations under the Good Friday Agreement.

The talks, described as “full and frank”,
were marked by the “blame game” with the
Republicans blaming the Unionists and the
British Government, and the Unionists point-
ing their finger at the Republicans for the slow
progress on the peace process. The participa-

A man walks past a Republican mural in Anderson town area of

~ Bid to revive Ulster talks fails

nts, however, were conscious of the pressures
on them from extremists from within their
own ranks to either deliver or abandon the
agreement.

The shadow of the Real IRA which is trying
to usurp the Republican leadership from mod-
erate hands loomed large over the talks with
both sides hesitant to appear to make any con-
cessions that could be exploited by extremists,
particularly the Real IRA which has acquired a
high profile after last week's daring bomb at-
tack at the BBC’s offices in London.

Mr. Blair acknowledged that there were is-
sues which remained to be resolved but em-
phasised that the gap was closing. On police
reforms, he expected progress by June.

On decommissioning, he said: “We wel-
come the step that has been taken by the [RA
today. But there is an expectation now that
this must go on to be a substantial re-engage-
ment with the commission for decommission-
ing.”

st Beifast,

Northem ireland, on Thursday. — Reuters
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~Haider party
~" loses heavily-"’

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, MARCH 26. Racism and xe-
nophobia has failed to pay divi-
dends to Austria’s extreme right
Freedom Party (FPO) in the mu-
nicipal elections in Vienna held
on Sunday. The populist leader,
Mr. Jorg Haider, could not make
much of an impact despite a viru-
lently anti-Semitic and anti-for-

The Vienna Mayor and top
candidate of the Social
Democrats, Mr. Michael

Haeupl, at the City Hall in
Vienna on Sunday. — AP

eigner campaign. And although
the FPO polled over 20 per cent of
the votes, its score was down by
over seven per cent since the last
elections held in 1996.

For a party which has tradi-
tionally built its strength on its
position as a vociferous and stri-
dent critic of whatever party was
in power, its presence in the Gov-
ernment has proved a handicap,

especially given the faet that the
present right wipg~coalition has

had to push through several\un-
palatable economic reforms| to
reduce Austria’s budget defick.

The FPO has often denounced
the European Union's dictates.
And when it had to submit to the
draconian norms laid down by
Brussels, it was a difficult pill to
swallow. The FPO's performance
within the Government has also
proved disastrous with three of
its Ministers being forced out for
sheer incompetence.

The FPO joined the right wing
national coalition last February,
giving rise to a public outcry and
the imposition of sanctions
against Austria by the other 14
members of the E.U. These sanc-
tions were quietly dropped two
months ago.

The FPO’s loss in the Vienna
elections has been the Social
Democrats’ gain. The Green Par-
ty too has seen a rise in its vote
from 8 per cent to over 12 per
cent. Vienna has been governed
by the Socialists for almost a cen-
tury and the present Mayor, Mr.
Michael Haupl, is almost certain
to retain Vienna City Hall. These
elections are the first major test
of the Government’s popularity
before the legislative polls in
2003.

The Popular Party led by the
Chancellor, Mr.  Wolfgang |
Schussl, won 15 per cent of the
vote, a drop of just 1 per cent
since 1996.

Mr. Haider is not expected to |
change his lowprofile strategy.
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~~ Communists win .
poll in Moldova "

By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, FEB. 26. Communists
cruised to a sweeping victory in
the parliamentary elections in
Moldova on Sunday, staging the
first comeback for the party in the
former Soviet Union since it
broke up 10 years ago.

The Communist Party won
about 70 seats in Moldova's 101-
member Parliament, increasing
its strength by 30 seats. With Mol-
dova officially rated Europe'’s
poorest country, the Communists
had been predicted to make
gains, but few analysts expected
their victory would be so over-
whelming. It enables Communi-
sts to form the Government, elect
the President, and amend the
Constitution without looking for
support from other parties.

Parliamentary elections were
called by the outgoing President,
Mr. Petru Lucinschi, after the leg-
islature failed four times in De-
cember to elect a successor.

The election resulgs in Moldova
reflect popular apgér at pro-mar-
ued by a string of
Governments

over the past 10 years. The econg-
my of the 4.3- million nation,
squeezed between Ukraine and
Romania, is based on agriculture,
which has suffered from reforms,
droughts, and the economic crisis
in Russia, the main market of
Moldova's fruit and vegetables.
Most Soviet-era factories have
shut down, forcing thousands to
flee the country in quest of jobs.

Moldova's problems have been
aggravated by the secession of a
Russian-speaking sliver of the
country called Trans-Dniester: In
the ensuing civil war an estimated
1,500 people died before Russian

forces intervened to stop the !

fighting in 1992. About 2,500 Rus-
sian troops are still deployed in
the breakaway Trans-Dniester.
The Communists promised to
re-unite the country, to make the
Russian the second official lan-
guage and to join a close econom-

!

ic and political union with Russia -

and Belarus.

While former Communist lead-
ers have come to powey in several
former Soviet republic€s, Commu-
nist parties are at the helm
anywhere.
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/ Pltchmg tor Olggnpic Truce W

By K. K. Katyalg)

The Olympic Games yes, but how many
people are aware of the Olympic Truce ? Even
though it is an integral part of the Olympic
spirit or the movement and has a special rele-
vance for strife-torn areas, South Asia not ex-
cluded. A non- government foundation set up
last vear seeks to fill this gap — and to pro-
mote the ideals of peace, friendship and in-
ternational understanding. Its symbolic seat is
in Olympia, the birthplace of the Olympic
Games, and the administrative headquarters
in Athens, the venue of the first Games of the
modern era over a century ago and the host

¢ city of the 2004 sport event.

The message of the Olympic Truce is simple
-— it is a call for all conflicts and hostilities to
cease for the duration of the Games, and seven
days before and seven days after. It is based on
a positive belief — “if we can stop fighting for
a few days, maybe we can do it forever”. This
concept was blessed by the U.N.,, with the
General Assembly adopting a resolution in
1993, urging member-States to observe the
Olympic Truce and, two years later, support-
ing the ideal of a peaceful and better world
through sport and Olympic ideal. It figured in

the millennium summit declaration.

How was the idea mooted? Let us begin
from the beginning, that is, from the Greece of
8th Century B.C. Tired of devastation caused
by fighting, the warring kings beseeched Apol-
lo, the god of poetry and music, to suggest a
way out. They were told to organise sports
contests in Olympia, as a means of fostering
peace. That was done and simultaneously they

- signed what was to be the longest-standing
peace accord in history, the Olympic Truce.

How the truce is to be activated in the pre-
sent-day context is explained by the director
of the Olympic Truce Centre, that conducts
the activities of the foundation, Mr. Stavros
Lambrinidis, a diplomat of standing. A person
with strong practical sense, he has no illusions
about the job he handles. It is not one more
peace movement, but a low-key process of

word, that specific programyes are formulat-
ed by educational institutions, athletes, jour-
nalists and others and that truce- makmg is
encouraged in contlict areas.

prepaxmg a master plan ke the concept
known and to encourage ils observance. The
purpose is to sec that it becpmes a household

The foundation is not out to create a utopia
or provide a panacea but to set up a window of
opportunity, linking the truce with the Olym-
pic Games. There is to be no fanfare, no over-
selling, he says. He cites some significant
successes. At the last Olympic Games in Syd-
vey, the two Koreas participated under one
flag, disregarding their political differences.
Ifappily, the process of inter-Korea reconcil-
iation is already on now for some time. And in

GREECE TODAY — il

1998, a pause in the U.S. plan to bomb Iraq
coincided with the Olympic Games in Japan,
The respite, thus provided, was used by the

U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, for

peace efforts.

The concept, the director agrees inreply to a
question, could be of considerable use in
South Asia (where the ceasefire in Kashmir has
helped create a climate of peace). The spirit of
the truce is not to be restricted to the period of
the Games but could well be promoted when-
ever or wherever conflicts erupt. The Greek
Government fully supports the initiatives of
the Centre, as is evident from the comments of
the top leaders.

Says the Greek Prime Minister, Mr. Costas
Simitis: “'It is our desire and intent to support
the effort of reviving the ancient tradition of
the Olympic Truce; we shall be able to contrib-
ute to the advancement of the goals of the
Olympic Charter, as well as those outlined in
the United Nations resolutions.” The Foreign
Minister, Mr. George Papandreou, lauds the
concept thus: “Achieving a truce during the
Olympic Games would constitute a small rev-

olution in international affairs. It would edu-
cate future generations on the importance of
tolerance and negotiation as a means of con-
flict resolution.”

From the Games and the truce to monu-
ments and marbles may be a far cry but there
is an equally exciting story of another founda-
tion — Melina Mercouri Foundation, named
after a celebrated film star-turned-activist and
politician who became the Minister of Culture
for some 10 years. One of her passions was the
campaign for the “Restitution of Parthenon
Marbles”, the sculptured decorations of the
buildings on the Acropolis, in Athens, the
high-point of the ancient Greek civilisation —
in particular of the Temple Parthenon — ve
moved by a British ambassador, Lord Elgin, a
century ago.

The charm of her personality, her radiance.
her international fame as a film star and as an
activist for democracy, human rights and em-
powerment of women gave a big impetus to
the campaign — through the UNESCO and
every other conceivable forum. After her
death, the campaign is conducted by her hus-
band, Mr. Jules Dassin, the director of her
films — ‘Never on a Sunday’ and other hits —

who now heads the foundation.  Sitting in
his office, virtually under the shadow of the
Acropolis, he gives the highlights of the cam-
paign conducted by her. His eyes glow as he
recalls her activities, in the UNESCO and else-
where, her efforts with the British Government
(the marbles are now in a London museum).
And her words — “We are not asking for the
return of a painting or a statue: we are asking
for the restitution of part of a unique montu-
ment, the particular symbol of a civilisation™
or “I hope the sculptures are returned while |
am alive. But if they come later, [ will be re-
born.” He is hopeful. Though the British Gov-
ernment is not comrnittal yet, the campaign is
backed by a vast majority of MPs and other
section now — as it was by notable figures of
the past, Byron, Shelley and Hardy.
(Concluded).
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By K. K. Katyal

When it comes to discussing India- Greece
relations, both officials and non-officials in
Athens scratch their heads to find out if there
are any problems. In the end, they give up and
begin cataloguing the high-level visits ex-
changed by the two sides — by the Presidents,
the Prime Ministers and others — over the
years. Incidentally, the President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, is due to go to Athens in April, and
the Greek Prime Minister, Mr. Kostas Simitis,
will be here on Sunday.

Greece supports India’s stand on Kashmir
and other issues, which have become touch-
stones for measuring, as it were, the degree of
friendship. On the nuclear issue, Greece has
taken the line of the European Union — re-
gretting the tests by India and calling for ac-
cession to the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
— minus the stridency, that marked the atti-
tude of some others in the Union. It does not
favour the policy of sanctions. On the other
side, India’s position on Cyprus — recognition
of the Government in Nicosia and non-recog-
nition of the Turkish Cypriot- controlled part
of the island — conforms to Greece's policy
stand.

The frequency of cultural exchanges is an-
other notable feature. In India, a chair for
Greek studies is to be established at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University in New Delhi. A corre-
sponding gesture by Greece for a similar chair
on India in Athens — and not outside Athens
— is awaited.

The economic content of the relationship,
however, is noticeably meagre. This is seen
both as a challenge and an opportunity by the
private sector as also by the Government (in
its role as the facilitator). In a recent interview,
Mr. Simitis was asked how this weakest link in
bilateral ties could be strengthened. He found
it a “difficult question’” but the fact that a del-
egation of industrialists will accompany him
during his visit suggests a conscious bid to
remedy this unsatisfactory situation.

What accounts for the present low level of
economic dealings — both in trade and in-

Ve ' .
A Challe\nge agl}i opportunity
\/\9 " “kestment? The pres|dekft of the Federation of

reek Industries, My. L. Antonacopoulos, pro-
vides the answer — {the economy of Greece is
geared to the E.U. economy. Our eyes are fixed
on the E.U." In the close neighbourhood, the
shattered Balkan region will embark on a gi-
gantic task of reconstruction, and Greece, nat-
urally will like to make full use of
opportunities there.

The Balkan is also seen as the theatre of
cooperation between India and Greece —
through joint ventures. India’s technical
know-how, on the one hand, and the political
association and capital of Greece, on the oth-
er, could be combined usefully to mutual ben-
efit, according to the Federation president,
especially because of the vast scope for recon-
structing the infrastructure. Joint ventures are

GREECE TODAY — 1

also favoured as the new norm of economic
cooperation in India and Greece, apart from
third countries — based on India’s advance in
computer technology. The Greek business
representatives make a case for simplified ar-
rangements for the stay in their country of
Indian experts in information technology.
They are aware of the incentives announced
by Germany and the U.K., apart from other
E.U. member-countries.

The industrialists accompanying Mr. Simitis
are expected to utilise their visit for gaining
first-hand acquaintance with the economic
environment and opportunities through
meetings with their Indian counterparts. They
are keen on early action on two matters — an
agreement for the avoidance of double taxa-
tion and a convention of mutual protection of
investments — considered important for facil-
itating business relations.

The present unsatisfactory state of econom-
ic relations is clearly brought out by dull statis-
tics. Greece's global exports in 1998 were to
the tune of $ 10.6 billion and imports, $ 27
billion. India’s share in the first case was 0.24

TrE HINDU
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per cent and in the second, 0.2 per cent. And
the trade balance is against Greece — in the
first six months of last year, for instance, Greek
imports totalled $ 59.6 million and exports $
32.3 million, leaving a deficit of $ 27.3 million.
In 1999, the total volume of trade was no more
than $ 132.7 million.

Greek officials make no secret of the con-
straints, from which there is no escape be-
cause of their membership of the E.U. On
multilateral issues, to quote a senior official of
the Directorate General for Political Planning
and Administration, “we have to go by the
community solidarity. We can’t say 'no’ to our
partners. 1t is an unhappy element in India-
Greece economic relations.” Of the 28 pro- o
ceedings against India, thus, Greece went with
the E.U. in most cases — of unanimous voting
— but sided with New Delhi in one or two
matters, where the vote was split. In one case
— of textiles — Greece, it was pointed out,
changed its vote after India met its WTO obli-
gations on custom- related issue. This is un-
derstood by India.

However, a recent case of rejection of the
tender by the BHEL has caused dismay, espe-
cially because its bid was the lowest and its
technical expertise clearly established. The
tender was about the supply and upgradation
of “ash filters,” floated by the Public Power
Corporation.

The decision to reject the Indian bid and
invite fresh tenders with the condition — that
the bidders must have previous experience in
this field in West European countries, the U.S.
and Japan — served to exclude the BHEL.
Some among the Greek officials say the Gov-
ernment could not interfere in the working of
the corporation, an autonomous body; ac-
cording to others, they have to abide by E.U.
guidelines.

These explanations have not carried convic-
tion in India. Given the smooth equation be-
tween the two countries at various levels, it
should not be hard to sort out the problem

and ensure that New Delhi does not get g
wrong signal — of discrimination.
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" Twin issues that
influence Hellenig/polity

By K. K. Katyal W D 2
History and tradition are writ large in Athens
you can't miss major landmarks as you drive
through the city. This is as it should be in the capital
of a country known as the cradle of several architec-
tural cultures and as the home to an ancient civ-
ilisation. But also evident now are the modern
influences — not only through signs of a society
turning consumerist, inevitable in this globalisation
era, but also in the styles of new buildings — of
hotels and the like — with their modernity in some
cases, biending with the imposing grandeur of the
museums, art galleries and theatres, in other cases,
standing apart. The European profile of Greece is
bound to get sharper and clearer from now onward
— after all, it is a peninsula, jutting out from Eu-
rope’s land mass into the Eastern Mediterranean,

now integrated with the European Union.

Lven a bricf visit to Athens is enough to know
what influences today’s Greece — the biggest factor
is its membership of the E.U. and another important

GREECE TODAY — |

issue is the state of its relationship with Turkey.
These influences are clearly discernible in policy de-
cisions, foreign and domestic. With Turkey, it is en-
gaged in a dialogue from the beginning of 1999.
Contrary to the belief outside Greece, it was not a
case of earthquake diplomacy, starting as it did
some months before a major natural disaster struck
Turkey, evoking sympathy and support from Greece.

The membership of the E.U. and related issues
have broad public support — with minor excep-
tions, all major parties in Parliament as well as pub-
lic opinion, back closer integration with the
grouping. The European dimension is considered
vital for the country's future. [ronically, that was not
the case in 1981 when Greece joined the Union as its
tenth member. The majority of the political parties
doubted the usefulness of this course for the coun-
try’s troubled economy, severely hit by the recession
of the seventies and the oil crises of 1973 and 1979.

Significantly, the Athens agreement of 1961, under
which Greece began its two-decade transition to full
membership, was frozen in April 1967 in the wake of
the military coup in the country, to be revived seven
years later after the restoration of parliamentary de-
mocracy. Implied in the suspension and revival of
Greece’s candidature for the E.U. was an important
message — that its institutions will need to conform
to the standards and the patterns of the Union. This
process was already under way. As mentioned in an
official publication — “About Greece”, brought out
by the Ministry of Press and Mass Media — “mem-
bership of the E.U. had important consequences in
the modus operandi of the political system. New and
powerfui institutions have been created. This is es-
pecially true of the Hellenic parliament. The policy
style became more open.... Party political control
over society scems to have been relaxed and pat-
terns of clientelism minimised. The process of re-
ducing the size of the State and its role in national

economy is well upder way.” Particularly important
is the governmentfs plan for a clear demarcation of
the functions of the Church and the State. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Costas Simitis' ideas of giving a secular
character to the State, in keeping with the E.U. ori-
entations, have strained his relationship with the
Orthodox Church. But the political stability of the
government could well take care of this and other
problems, like resistance to the policies of privatisa-
tion and liberalisation in the economic arca. Mr.
Simitis has another advantage — divisions in the
ranks of the opposition.

From January 1, Greece is part of the economic
and monetary union of the E.U. — and both the
government and businessmen were happy about it.
Also, for six years, from 2000, Greece could count on
E.U. funding to the tune of $27 billion.

Ties with Turkey

Greece's relationship with Turkey is not quite
smooth, what with the halting movement of the rap-
prochement process. Mr. Simitis does not see any
slowdown in the efforts to sort out mutual differ-
ences. Perhaps, he has in mind the official-level con-
tacts from June 1999. (A senior Foreign Office
representative emphasised the talks had begun
three to four months before the earthquake in Tur-
key).

As a result, the two sides signed nine agreements
— among other subjects, on tourism, cultural ex-
changes, environment and illicit immigration.

Greece, it was pointed out, had acquainted Turkey
with its experience of the processes, that had to be
gone through by candidate countries for entry into
the E.U. (Turkey is making a bid for it). Pointed
attention was drawn by officials to Greece's gesture
at the Helsinki summit of the E.U. in December
1999, when it did not exercise its veto on Turkey's
candidature for the Union.

And the summit took a significant decision — on
the unimpeded entrance of Cyprus into the E.U.,
without making it conditional on the solution of the
problem of the island, caused by its division (as a
result of Turkish invasion, according to Greece or
because of the control of Turkish Cypriots on one
portion, according to Turkey). Greece felt sore that
Helsinki understanding on Cyprus was not being
followed. But the main — and intractable — differ-
ences between Greece and Turkey relate to the de-
limitation of the continental shelf in the Aegean Sea,
where there are a large number of Greek islands in
the vicinity of Turkey. Greece insists on strict adher-
ence to the international treaty on the law of seas in
support of its claim to the 12-mile limit of territorial
waters.

Apart from contesting that, Turkey opposes Greek
military presence in the islands. The problem, it is
clear, will continue to affect bilateral ties — with
none too happy manifestations.

Although both Greece and Turkey are members of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, their percep.
tions of security interests differ widely,

(To be continued)




Moves on to kickstart
Ulster peace process

By Hasan Suroor HD ‘Uc The new Secretary for

LONDON, JAN. 31. The now-off-
now-on Northern Ireland peace
process could be up and
running again if fresh proposals
being discussed get a nod from _
everyone.

After many months djirifig
which moderates were $een to
be losing the initiative there is
optimism that a breakthrough
is possible, though a more
cautious view is that “real”
progress may not be apparent
until after the general elections
in May.

Broadly, the proposal
envisages a symbolic beginning
on arms decommissioning by
the IRA in exchange for
reduced British security
presence in Northern Ireland.
The Unionists are reported to
be willing to take a more
flexible view of the mode of
arms decommissioning, and not
insist on laying down of arms
by the IRA or their physical
destruction.

The Ulster Unionist Party
chief, Mr. David Trimble, has
said that he would be satisfied
so long as arms were rendered
“unusable in a permanent and
verifiable way.” This could take
the form of burying them
deeply or spoiling them with
chemicals. “I think the
Government may have put
proposals to them and I know
the Irish Government has put
pressure on them. We hope
they’re going to tell us how
they’re going to put their
weapons beyond use in a
permanent and verifiable way,”
Mr. Trimble said on BBC’s
Breakfast with Frost.
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Northern Ireland, Mr. John
Reid, is holding talks with
leading political figures from
the province to familarise
himself with the law of the
land, and the Irish Prime
Minister, Mr. Bertie Ahern, is
flying down to London to
discuss the compromise
proposals with Mr. Tony Blair,
and Mr. Reid. Mr. Ahern has
played down reports of a “deal”
but raised hopes of a
compromise on
decommissioning and reducing
British security presence in
Northern Ireland. The
demilitarisation — scaling
down security — might involve
the demolition of two
watchtowers to which the Sinn
Fein and IRA have been
objecting. A compromise on a
new policing arrangement is
also likely to be a part of the
“deal-”

Mr. Trimble, who is under
pressure from party extremists
to pull out of the coalition if
there is no progress on
decommissioning, is
particularly keen on an early
breakthrough. The Sinn Fein,
though veering towards an
agreement, is publicly taking a
tough posture, with hardliners
saying that Mr. Trimble is
playing to the gallery. But The
Sunday Times quoted a
Republican source as saying
that the IRA is “prepared” to
make a move and does not
want to “lose this peace
process.” The newspaper said
the compromise proposals were
reported to have been
“sanctioned... in principle” at a
meeting of senior IRA
members.

The Government is playing it
by the ear saying that while
things are moving, it is best to
keep fingers crossed until an
agreement is reached. If indeed
a breakthrough is achieved, the
former Northern Ireland
Secretary, Mr. Peter Mandelson,
could legitimately claim some
credit for doing the spade work.

Meanwhile, a court has held
as illegal the Ulster Unionists’
ban on the Sinn Fein Ministers
attending cross-border
ministerial meetings. Mr.
Trimble has said he would
challenge the verdict, but
observers said he might not
rush into it immediately in view
of the attempts going on to
break the deadlock. But if the
attempts fail he would come
under increased pressure from
hardliners to appeal against the
judgment.

-
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/%ter peace process
inching forward -

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN. 18. No immediate
breakthrough was expected in the
stalled Northern Ireland peace
process even as the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, flew into
Belfast on Wednesday and held
talks with leading political figures
who must move from their rigid
positions in order to push the
Good Friday agreement forward.

Mr. Blair's visit lent official
weight to the U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton’s emissary, Mr. Jim
Steinberg’s “‘peace mission”. In a
TV interview after the first round
of talks, Mr. Blair made it clear that
he was not expecting a deal to be
signed and sealed and delivered
immediately. Asked specifically if
there would be an agreement to-
day, he said: “Well, I don’t know
about today. I don't think people
are expecting that to happen but I
think ... there is a sense of urgency
in moving the process forward
again, and therefore, I'll do what-
ever I can to help it”.

He said he acknowledged that
there was a sense of deja vu every-
time he visited Belfast with people
saying, “Oh, no, not again” but
pointed out that it was a lot better
to keep the momentum going than
not doing it. “I feel deeply com-
mitted to Northern Ireland”, he

I
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said hoping that in the end, “some
sort of agreement’’ would emerge.

Officials in Belfast sought to play
down the expectations and em-
phasised that what was important
was that people to the dispute
were talking. “This itself is pro-
gress’, an official said on phone
from Belfast. The idea, she said,
was to keep the dialogue going.
The Prime Minister, she explained,
was trying to explore the various
viewpoints and find a way out.

Mr. Blair's discussion with the
Sinn Fein, the Ulster Unionists
and the SDLP among others cen-
tred around the four main sticking
points: arms decommissioning by
the IRA; demilitarisation which
means reduced British security
presence in Northern Ireland; po-
lice reforms; and the Ulster Union-
ists’ ban on the Sinn Fein
Ministers from attending cross-
border ministerial meetings.

The most crucial element is the
arms decommissioning and Mr.
Blair, in his interview, emphasised
that the IRA must deliver on its
commitment to put its weapons
beyond use. The Unionists have
threatened to pull out of the pow-
er-sharing arrangement with the
Sinn Fein if it does not get the IRA
start the process of arms decom-
missioning.
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gain, Ulster peace.

" moves fail ¥,

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN. 20. Yet another high-
profile initiative to revive the
Northern Ireland peace process
has failed though the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Tony Blair maintained
that the “political will (to resolve
the issues) does exist” even as he
warned that a failure to push for-
ward the process could have trag-
ic consequences.

“We only have to look at the
Middle East to see what happens
when we give up the peace proc-

. ess,” he said as he wound up a

two-day visit to Belfast. Mr. Blair,
who had extensive talks with key
political leaders, admitted that

. there were “some very tough is-

sues still to be sorted out.”
Though he did not list them, the
reference clearly was to arms de-
commissioning by IRA, a crucial
element of the Good Friday
Agreement on which the Repub-
licans have not delivered so far.
The Sinn Fein’s attempt to link it
with other issues, including its de-
mand for reduced British security
presence in the province has cre-
ated a deadlock which, if not re-
solved quickly, could seriously
jeopardise the peace process. The
Unionists have threatened to
walk out of the power-sharing ar-
rangement with Sinn Fein if there
is no progress on arms decom-

missioning very soon.

Mr. Blair is reported to have
had “constructive” and ‘‘frank”
discussions with the Sinn Fein
leaders, Mr. Gerry Adams and Mr.
Martin  McGuinness, both on
arms decommissioning and secu-
rity but produced no agreement.
Details were not known but ap-
parently the Prime Minister failed

to persuade them to relegt. Mr. |
Adams accused the British Gov-
ernment of ‘reneging’ on its
promises, retlected in the Good
Friday Agreement, and ruled out
any settlement unless his party’s
demands were accepted. “If peo-
ple keep to the path they have !
been on, whatever be the terms of
the (Good Friday) agreement the
chances of sorting this out are ve-
ry limited,” he said after the talks.

Reports suggest that while the
British Government is inclined to
consider the issue of reduced se-
curity, it wants the Sinn Fein to
demonstrate its commitment to
arms decommissioning by re-en-
gaging with Gen. John de Chaste-
lain’s disarmament body as a
starting point for decommission-
ing.

The Sinn Fein has been virtual-
ty boycotting the Chastelain Com-
mission and instead it has been
talking to independent experts
who have examined IRA weapons
dumps and declared them to be
safe and beyond use. The Sinn
Fein argues that this amounts to
starting the process of decommis-
sioning, whereas the Unionists
and the British Government want
the weapons to be physically de-
stroyed or at least taken out of
[RA’s possession.

Mr. Blair rejected the Sinn
Fein's charge that his Govern-
ment had not kept its promises
and reiterated its commitment to
peace. London maintains that it
has already scaled down security
in Northern Ireland and brought
about police reforms as envisaged
in the Good Friday Agreement.
The Sinn Fein has rejected the re-

forms calling them inadeql?.
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