Negotmtors reach
agreement o curb

global warming

MARRAKESH: Negotiators
reached an agreement on Sunday
on rules governing a treaty on cli-
mate change, the first international
accord to curb global warming, del-
egates said. \\g g\

The agreement, accepted in
closed-door meeting of chief dele
gates, was adopted shortly after-
ward by the plenary of the 165-
nation climate conference by con-
sensus without a vote after 5.30 a.m.

Cabinet ministers emerged smil-
ing from a conference room after
nearly 19 hours of negotiation over
complex legal text. “I'm tired, but it
was worth it”, said Canadian envi-
ronment minister David Anderson.

Negotiations snagged over a few
points in a thick book of binding
rules governing the implementa-
tion of the 1997 Kyoto protocol.

The protocol would requires
industrial countries to scale back
emissions of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases to less than
1990 levels by an venage of fiy
per cent by 2012. ‘@ﬁ;

“We have an a and only a
few hours ago we thought we
wouldn’t”, said French environ-
ment minister Yves Cochet.

The United States, the world’s
biggest polluter, watched from a
distance, having decided last
March to abandon the treaty and
draw up its own action plan.

“The big question now is how we
bring the U.S. into the biggest inter-
national effort against the green-
house effect”, said Olivier
Deleuze, Belgium’s state secretary
for the environment and head of
the European delegation.

Delegates said the agreement
opened the way for ratification by
enough countries to bring the
treaty into force, probably before a
global environment summit next
september marking 10 years
since the first voluntary measures
were adopted against climate
change at the earth summit in Rio
de Janeiro.

The treaty needs ratification by
S5 countries, including those that
produced 55 per cent of green-
house gas emissions in 1990. @) J:
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arrakesh (Morocco), Nov 10 "I/\’J

WORLD ENVIRONMENT and
energy ministers have reached
agreement on the fine print of the
landmark Kyoto pact to limit glob-
al warming, paving the way for its
implementation next year, dele-
gates have said.

The deal, reached after tough
bargaining at the end of a two-
week UN-sponsored conference
on climate change in Morocco,
provides a detailed rulebook gov-
erning the complex treaty aimed
at limiting humanity’s negative
impact on the Earth’s climate,

“We have an agreement,” Envi-
ronment Minister Michael
Meacher told reporters in the
early hours of Saturday, after
marathon negotiations on the

W™ USTOBOYCOTTCTBTMEET \\ 1|

THE US said late on Friday night that it would boycott a webkend
UN meeting aimed at pushing the implementation of a rpajor

nuclear test ban treaty.

State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said Washing-
ton would not be represented on the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty at the meeting, set to begin on Sunday on the sidelines of
the annual UN General Assembly session. “The conference is for
countries which have ratified the CTBT,” he said. “Other coun-
tries, including the US, have been invited to attend as observers.
But the US will not be attending,” he said.

AFE Washington

final day of the meeting.

“It's a remarkable day for the
environment after four years of
negotiations on Kyoto,” he added.

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol com-
mits developed countries to reduc-

ing emissions of the greenhbduse
gases that are blamed for global
warming by trapping heat in
the atmosphere, by an average of
five percent from 1990 levels by
2012,

on chimate change treaty

The worst offender is carbon
dioxide (CO2) produced from the
fuel burned by industry.

“We’re quite confident now that
the (Kyoto) protocol is saved,” said
Olivier Deleuze, the European
Union’s chief delegate at the talks.

The pact seemed in jeopardy
last March when, after four years
of tortuous negotiations on its
content, the United States, the
world’s biggest emitter of green-
house gases, pulled out of the
agreement, saying it would hurt
the US economy.

The 15-member EU has said it
will ratify Kyoto by 2002, but the
treaty must be ratified by at least
55 countries responsible for 55 per
cent of the world’s 1990 CO2 emis-
sions before it can come into force.

Reuters
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4 rd

\/G'ﬁJmate talks

- stall .
MARRA\( H (MOROCCO), NOV. 9.
Talks at the U.N. Climate Confer-
ence was stalled early today, less
than 24 hours before a deadline
for concluding a legal text defin-
ing action to curtail global warm-
ing.

Negotiations went past mid-
night, but ended in deadlock be-
tween a handful of industrial
countries and the rest of the
more than 160 nations attending
the conference, delegates said.

Five issues remained to be re-
solved, according to delegates
from both developing and devel-
oped countries.

Closed-door negotiations re-
sumed early today, the last day of
the scheduled two-week meet-
ing, and the conference chair-
man warned the time limit will
not be extended into tomorrow.
Previous  conferences  had
stretched well past midnight of
the final day.

The conference objective is to
write the rules for implementing
the 1997 Kyoto protocol on glob-
al warming, which calls on nearly
40 industrial countries to limit or
reduce the emission of green-
house gases — primarily carbon
dioxide from industry and cars —
blamed for raising the earth’s
temperature.

The accord assigns each coun-
try a target, but sets an average

5.2 per cent emission reducgion
from 1990 levels, to be acldeved
by 2012. — AP




/xw‘“/\ © SHARING OF DISTRESS ¢ . pom"

THE BLAND ‘DIRERTIVE’ the Cauvery River Au-
thority issued to Karnataka after its October 10
meeting — that it “ensure inflows at Mettur as
stipulated by the Tribunal” in its interim order —
has obviously not come up to the expectations of
Tamil Nadu which has been pressing for a time-
bound release of water, for what it says are its
immediate requirements to save the paddy crop
in the delta. A dissatisfied Tamil Nadu lost no
time in approaching the Supreme Court for ur-
gent relief. Incidentally, the ‘directive’ itself,
which figured in an official release, appeared to
be an afterthought, since by all accounts there
was no indication to that effect in the course of
the deliberations at the meeting. If anything, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s con-
cluding remarks suggested a virtual rejection of
Tamil Nadu's case for immediate relief, taking
note of the recent rains in the delta region; he
however assured the State that, should a situation
of distress arise, the Authority would be called at
short notice to consider providing of relief. Irre-
spective of whether there is anything more to it
than meets the eye in this perceived divergence in
response, the fact remains that such ambiguities
and lack of transparency showed the CRA in poor
light, apart from giving roem for unnecessary
controversies and wrangles between member
States. '

Admittedly, the precipitation during the
south-west monsoon has been substantially be-
low normal in the Cauvery basin catchment and
the upper riparian has to cope with a looming
threat of drought in many districts, a grim pros-
pect that places it under tremendous pressure for
water conservation. On the other side, Tamil Na-
du has its own difficulties, given the depleted
storage in Mettur, and is anxious to ensure ade-
quate and timely supply of water for the main
samba paddy crop. At the core of the problem is,
as it has always been whenever the monsoon
played truant, the sharing of ‘distress’ among the
riparian States, especially between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. And this is an issue that needs to be

sorted out by negotiations, with both sides adopt-
ing an attitude of give-and-take. Even the Tribu-
nal, while mandating (by its interim order of June
21, 1991) that Karnataka make available 205 tmcft
of water in a year and according to a set timetable,
has left this crucial question unsettled, although it
has broadly commended sharing on a ‘pro rata’
basis. If Tamil Nadu has been anxious to get as-
sured supplies of water within a timeframe to suit
its cropping seasons — this indeed was the ratio-
nale behind the Tribunal-ordained schedule —
Karnataka has been extremely wary of any sug-
gestion that may ultimately require its adhering
to what it considered to be an “impracticable”
and ‘“‘unrealistically rigid” timetable, which of
course is understandable, given the State’s basic
objections to the Tribunal’s order itself.

As it happens, the Authority, created at the
behest of the apex court in 1998 to ensure the
implementation of the Tribunal’s fiat, has not so
far been really tested on this vital question of ‘dis-
tress sharing’ and, perhaps for this reason, it has
not chosen to apply its mind seriously to evolving
a mutually acceptable formula. Tamil Nadu, now
under an AIADMK regime, has articulated serious
reservations about the effectiveness of the CRA, as
at present constituted, and the party supremo,
Ms. Jayalalithaa, swears by a non-political empo-
wered body of technical personnel for the mon-
itoring assignment. In fact, the
Government's lack of faith in the CRA was mani-
fest from the very beginning, as witnessed in its
initial reluctance to approach the body for relief
and its hurried filing of a suit in the Supreme
Court. In the very nature of things, the CRA’s pre-
sent composition, with the Prime Minister at the
head and the Chief Ministers of basin States as
members, seems to be the best bet. But, much
depends on the way the flexibility which the in-
volvement of heads of governments provides — a
definite advantage — is actually used by the play-
ers at a given time and, more specifically, on how
non-parochial and accommodative they are in

‘distress sharing’. /
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~ MP seeks
Central aid for

/7 gas V1ct1ms Y
- M - STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ¢y {0

BHOPAL, Oct. 12. — The Madhya Pradesh government has
sought a Central assistance of Rs 22 crore annually to carry out
‘rehabilitation and medical care programmes for the victims of
.the Bhopal gas tragedy even as the leading victims’ group ac-
cused the former of being engaged in a “conspiracy” to fold up the
" gas relief department itself.
. The state government recently made a statement that it has al-
_ready submitted to the Centre a proposal of Rs Rs 317 crore for
second action plan meant for relief and rehabilitation of the gas
‘victims. The victims’ largest organisation, Bhopal Gas Peedit
.Mahila Udyog Sangathan (BGPMUS) has, however, blasted the
state government asking why it hasn’t
" completed the first action plan of 1990-1995 till date despite |
having spent Rs 290 crore, 75 per cent of which was borne by the
Centre, for the purpose.

The. fact remains that the Digvijay Singh government has
failed in ensuring relief and rehabilitation of thousands of Bho-
pal gas victims over the last eight years of its rule, said Mr Ab-
dul Jabbar, the BGPMUS convener.

Despite showmg an expenditure of more than Rs 300 crore

‘since the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy, the state government has
failed to undertake medical treatment, and economic and social
rehabilitation of thousands of gas victims, Mr Jabbar said. The
entire process has all along been beset with massive irregulari-
‘ties and rampant corruption involving a nexus among the politi-
cians, bureaucrats, and contractors, he alleged.

The major hospltals meant to provide free health care to the gas
victims such as Kamla Nehru Hospital, Indira Gandhi Children

.-and Women Hospital, and

* Pulmonary Medicine Centre have not become fully operational
-even 17 years after the tragedy, Mr Jabbar noted. *It is disgrace-
ful that the state government hasn’t been able to even work out
a data base of the total number of gas victims and their ailments
over the last 17 years.”

He said the state government has also failed to ensure econom-
% and social rehablftatlon of the gas-affected survivors, a mimf-
t percentage of which include widows, physically disabled
ns, and those families who lost their bread-earners in the
ter. The government hasn’t been able to provide employ-

s ment to them although crore are claimed to be spent for the pur-
‘zpose. All the employment schemes meant for the gas victims
have become non-functional, according to Mr Jabbar, while the
_ ambitious Special Industrial Area, established to generate em-

1-ployment for them, has now turned into barracks for the RAF

- personnel.
L
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WASHINGTON, SEPT. 7. tLN

threatening to sue the
governments of America,
Britain and other countries
accused of causing pollution,
on behalf of millions of people
affected by global warming.

A consortium of lawyers

as Greenpeace and America’s
World Wildlife Fund have
discussed ways of holding
governments and corporations
to account for damage done to
the planet by carbon dioxide
and other emissions.

The proposed lawsuits,
representing millions of people
whose homes are flooded by
rising sea waters or whose lives
are affected by polluted air,
would mean that people living
on the other side of the world
could sue governments in
Washington and elsewhere.

Supporters of the idea said
they were inspired by the
recent decision of the Bush
administration to abandon the

Environment groups are \

representing organisations such

§/V~'\) i
Kyoto protocol on global
warming.

They added that their actions

experience of class actions filed
by survivors of the Holocaust
and cigarette smokers against
large corporations.

The groups joined together to
investigate the possibility of, for
instance, representing the
10,000 people of the tiny nation
of Tuvalu.

Scientists believe that global
warming will lead to rising seas
that will submerge the group of
islands and the population has
already started exploring the
possibility of moving en masse
to Australia or New Zealand.

Other possible clients for the
legal actions would be the
populations of low-lying
countries such as the Maldives
or Holland, a former legal
adviser to Friends of the Earth
told the New York Times.

The groups could also choose

to join action with elderly
people whose breathing is

g would be based on the

“Threat to slie polluting countries,

inhibited by air pollution.

According to one of the
lawyers involved, they have
been encouraged by a cross-
border case fought in the 1940s
when an international arbiter
ruled that a Canadian smelting
plant that was damaging crops
and cattle in Washington state
could be held accountable in
law.

The idea was greeted with
scepticism by at least one
environment lawyer.

Ms. Anne Hayes of the Pacific
Legal Foundation, said: “They
will have a real hard time
proving causation, that the
United States Government has
caused sea levels to rise.

But many of the lawyers
involved believe that merely
accusing a major polluting
nation or its largest
corporations will earn them a
victory in “the court of public
opinion” even if they cannot
win huge damages for those
made homeless by floodwaters.

— ©Telegraph Group Limifed,
London, 2001
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Space venture

JULY can’t pass without
remembering the
moonlanding in 1969 by Neil
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin
and Armstrong’s famous
quote: “That’s one small step

man sent a small sphere with
four long spines, a little
bigger than a basketball into
orbit around the Earth.
Sputnik 1 was the first active
radio transmitter in space.
Today, there are some 2,500
manmade satellites and
.uncountable bits of space
debris hurtling around at
thousands of miles per hour.
www.sciam.com/
explorations/ 100697sputnik /
hall_1.htm! and www.
pathfinder.com/Life/space/gi
antleap /secl/secl.html

— SNS

Hedwig calling

HEDWIG is a name you
should get to know soon since
the hit Off-Broadway musical
Hedwig and the Angry Inch
has been turned into a movie
that, before it even opened,
was being touted as an object
of cult worship. The resulting
film, which incorporates glam
rock, tons of makeup and
even bits of animation, is now
open in New York, LA and
San Francisco. While you're
waiting for Hedwig to hit
your hometown, check out the
site that accompanies the

| film. You can download MP3s
of Hedwig’s greatest hits.
www.dailyrating.corm / coolstte-
browse. phtml?id=D6C7CIF
— SNS

Project Gastro

HERE is a consortium of
academics, clinicians,
theorists, virus developers,
substance abusers and
skilled individuals under the
direction of the ProjectGastro
Discretionary Oversight
Committee, working to lead
the world towards a more
perfect tomorrow and to
develop hardware and
software applications for
today’s hungry clinical
marketplace. Some of their
recent developments include
the Lightweight Parasite
Removal Kit and the Portable
Autopsy Kit. See
www.projectgastro.com/

— SNS

If you have interesting
insights into the Net, or have
discovered a great new site,
e-mail the details to
thestatesman@usnl.com

s

g GLECT and devasta-
tion are etched all over
Orissa’s recent history.
The crippling drought
of the mid-90s, followed by the
supercyclone of 1999 and now the
recent tragedy wrought by the
flash floods. The misery this time has been
compounded by the fact that it may well have
been “man-made” and that the suffering and
destruction may have been alleviated had the
government acted on the warning signals left

for man, one giant leap for behind by the supercyclone.

mankind”(www.nssdc.gsfe. The floods, following incessant rains
nasa.gov/ planetary/lunar/ submerged several districts, many of them
apollo11.himl ) How times along the coast. Besides, nature’s fury, lack of
changed from 1957 when coordination between two state governments

is partly to blame. The amount of water,
ordered released by Chhattisgarh into the
already swollen Mahanadi ~ 2.3 lakh cusec —
was more than double the normal volume
released and no prior warning was issued to
the Orissa government.
Excess rain in Chhattisgarh meant that four
dams in the state were overflowing. And the
dexcess discharge into the Hirakud implied
that it was Orissa’s southern districts that
would be the most affected - Jagatsinghpur
and Kendrapara, districts that had suffered

severe ecological damage during the
supercyclone.

Chhattisgarh and the state it was once part
of, Madhya Pradesh, have long had a water-
sharing dispute with Orissa. Vote-bank
politics have invariably prevented an
amicable resolution of the dispute. But in the
late 1990s, two dissimilar factors emerged.
For one, in the 1980s, Congress-led

governments ruled both Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa, while since the mid-90s, the Biju
Janata Dal has held sway in Orissa.

—

Nature’s warni

Nature's fury apart,
Orissa's flash floods may
well have been man-made

because of the lack of
coordination between the

governments of
Chhattisgarh and Orissa.
Chhattisgarh released 2.3
lakh cusec — more than
double the normal volume —
into the already swollen
Mahanadi without prior
warning to Orissa, writes
ANURADHA KUMAR

R

The Congress government in Chhattisgarh is
also a new one, set up last November. The
rivalry between the two Congress chief
ministers of Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh is also known.

The other factor has
more to do with weather
changes in the region. For
the first time, in over two
decades, have the rains
visited Chhattisgarh on
such a massive scale and
disaster  management
systems were never set up
to cope with any such
eventuality.

The UN  General
Assembly had proclaimed
Bl the 1990s as the Inter-
¥8 national Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduc-

L
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[ Previous question
For all the wait

saying he would
first speak to
Parliament, unlike
Musharraf who
hog%’ed thedmedia,
was Vajpayee’s
statement on
Tuesday sufficient?
The poll reflects the opinions of Net

users who chose to participate, and not
necessarily of the general public

Today's proposition

Should J&K be given more
powers than other states in
the Indian Union when we
consider it an integral part of
India and expend men and
material to keep it that way?

Cua 0l cat

Flood affected women of Shankhariahai village wait for a free meal on

Tuesday. — AP[PTI

RISSA is battered by

natural calamities at

such regular intervals
that “relief” turns out to be
the main crop every year,
while kharif and rabi produc-
tion take a backseat.

The old saying in the state is
‘that Orissa has three crops
every year “kharif, rabi and
relief”. Failures of successive
governments have trans-
formed the divine blessings
of a long coastline and a
number of rivers to a curse as
far as the suffering millions
are concerned.

The bounties of nature — a
coastline of over 480 km, rich
forest cover and huge
mineral wealth remain
untapped while the wrath of
natural forces shatter the
economy of this poorest state
in the country.

The heat wave of 1998
followed by the supercyclone-
cum-floods of 1999, drought
in 2000-01 and the 10-day
floods have crippled the agra-
rian backbone just when it
was recovering from the su-
percyclone and the drought.
Heavy rain, both in the up-
per and lower catchment
areas of the Mahanadi since
the first week of July,
resulted in the overflowing of
rivers. At least 800,000 peo-
ple across 15,000 villages of
92 districts were affected. by
the four successive floods
within 15 days.

The trail of devastation -
6.50 lakh hectare
agricultural land submerged
and about 200,000 houses
damaged, 742 embankments
breached, 84 lives lost and
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5,000 cases of diarrhoeal
attacks had been officially
acknowledged.

The acrimony over govern-
ment failures and relief not
reaching the marooned mil-
lions have begun.

tion. But while global forums like these exist
to establish rich disaster-management related
traditions and to spread public awareness, in
India there seems to be little co-ordination
between relevant institutions such as the
Indian Meteorological Department, climate
and disaster management experts and the
governments.

While it is nearly impossible to prevent the
occurrence of natural disasters and their
damages, it is possible to reduce the impact of
disasters by adopting suitable disaster
mitigation strategies.

More crucially, the government authorities
in Orissa ignored the warnings sounded by
different environmental and expert groups.
Portents of the flash floods were seen in the
debris of the supercyclone. Dubbed a
supercyclone for the damage it caused and for
the over 10,000 people who perished, it also
left behind an ecological crisis.

...uo-oO.lln0..o.nol..c.ool'.0...a.ool'.u...l...D.'-o.o....0.l0.l.o..0..DC....'O!.'O..IC'.O..O-blc.-o.-.lolooolt

An aerial view of a flooded village in Grissa. — APIPTI

About 123,500 acres of forest land, including
50,000 acres of mangrove forests planted
along the coast as a cyclone buffer, were
damaged. The breach of several
embankments along the seashore made
coastal regions vulnerable to flash floods,
while the destruction of the belt of trees, up to
one-kilometre thick in some stretches, meant
that a mild cyclone could cause much damage.
The missing green spread would imply an
extensive loss of valuable and fertile topsoil
that would, in turn, dangerously pave the way
for heavy silting of the riverine system. As a
result, it had been predicted soon after the
sypercyclone that flash floods would occur in
low-lying delta areas such as Pattamundai,
Kendrapara, Kujang, Ersama, Astarang and
the Devi river system where the river bed was
already high.

Countries like Vietnam, more prone to
annual floods, are seeking the help of techno-

0000000000t 00000000000rsses0sRRsenRRIRER

What needs to be empha-
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logically advanced nations like
the USA. The US National
Weather Service will help
Vietnam’s weather agency
strengthen its ability to predict
and manage flooding — through
advanced computer weather
models and technology training.

The pity is that in India, flood control
measures are widely known but rarely
implemented. After the supercyclone, the
state and the Centre did little to construct
embankments, drainage channels and
towards afforestation. And even optical and
microwave data from geo-stationary satellites
have been rarely used to map and monitor
flood events. ‘ '
For the Centre, disaster relief is more often
than not guided by political compulsions. So,
the National Calamity Contingency Fund, set
up in March, awarded the biggest slice of
relief assistance, Rs 103 of Rs 434 crore, to
West Bengal just before the Assembly
election. Drought-hit Gujarat and Rajasthan
received Rs 85 crore each; Chhattisgarh, also
droyght-affected, received Rs 40 crore while
Orfssa got Rs 35 crore.

Despite this, relief operations in Orissa
began almost a week after floods affected the
area. More ironically, in Puri, villagers
starved though there was plenty of foodgrain
stocked in the block headquarters.

The flash floods have added to the worries of
climate experts who expressed concern over
the extreme weather changes witnessed all
through the 1990s in Orissa.

Recent studies show a climate change in
Orissa. The state has experienced more
cyclones than floods in recent years. While the
Indian meteorological department says the
extreme changes in weather are a temporary
phenomenon, climate experts’ say these are
early manifestations of global warming.

With surface temperatures in India having
steadily increased over the past century, there
have also been variations in the monsoon
rainfall. ~

The yearly variations in monsoon rainfall
over India are large enough to cause
devastating floods or serious drought. In parts
of eastern India and Bangladesh, experts
have long predicted an increased frequency of
extreme rainfall that could lead to flash
floods. Tt is indeed time for the government to
take note.

(The author is a freciunce writer.)

essssansns

Real issues submerged

Problems facing the Hirakud reservoir, embankment maintenance,
construction of another dam on the Tel or Mahanadi rivers
and afforestation, at least in the critical catchment areas,

sised is that the Hirakud
dam is too small in
comparison to the spread of
its catchment area. Then
there is no dam all along the
downstream of the Mahanadi
till it flows into the Bay of
Bengal.

The catchment area is
spread over 32,000 sq miles
at the dam site. The dam’s

Ruling party MPs whose . ‘
constituencics have been need to be addressed urgently, writes KRAVI | - pp-<- length is 4,800 metres.
flooded and a few MLAs have . FhiY Experts say that heavy
joined the Opposition to rainfall along the catchment

does cause huge inflow with

lambast the government.
Their attack has focused on
the inexperience and inept
handling of the situation.
Receding flood waters have
started exposing horrific
tales of suffering. And now
the scarcity of safe drinking
water and lack of medical
intervention have triggered
fears of an epidemic.

The government sounded a
“red alert” on 16 July, order-
ed evacuation (over 500,000
were evacuated, claims the
government) and instructed
the district administration to
stock foodstuff and relief ma-
terial.

Versions of the marooned,
however, belie government
claims and declarations
made daily at the state
secretariat in Bhubaneswar.
“For five days, hundreds, of
us were perched on roottops
with not a soul from the

administration extending Flood victims take shelter on a roof in Patkura, Kendrapara. No relief has arrived. — Eastern Projections. only reach. 817 feet during
any lifeline or relief,” monsoon, causing difficulties
screamed agitated villagers was acute, some people fled. I and material needed for vulnerable points —, weak- in irrigation and power
of Garadpur in Kendrapara. had to arrange ganja for a saving embankments at ened during the cyclone — generation.

“Jawans who rescued us few lab- o ARKHA which were This year, the authorities
were shocked t_hat nobody ourers and FLOOD HAVOC ‘ P, VIEST yet to be had retained 607 feet of
had reached us in five days. some chu- \/ il ' BENGAL | repaired. water on 7 July, closed all
They wondered how we had da to make IN ORISSA Once again discharge gates when the Tel
survived and one of them sure they 4 the jury is river flooded downstream.
said perhaps it was safer on did not out and a But incessant rain caused
rooftops than on the ground stop work clear pic- heavy inflow and water had
because diarrhoea cases are and run |XE ture or ver- to be released when the
on the rise. away,” said E dict on the reservoir level reached 628
“Only on 20 July did some a local govern- feet. “Had we not moderated
airdropping of food take MLA, Um- 2 ment’ s it properly and discharged
place in our area. Four days esh Swain E handling of water earlier, the magnitude
after the floods, we reached of the g the situa- of the floods would have
Bedari and Raghavpur with Congress. © tion would been much higher,”
relief and found over 100 The people only emerge experts, while disputing the
people still on rooftops,” said rescued . w h e n charge that

Narendra Panda, a social themsel- Bay of Bengal ——__] waters re- mishandled the regulation
activist of Kendrapara, who ves. They cede and and moderation

along with his team had did every- 1 FLOOD rehabili- discharge from the Hirakud.
mobilised relief material. thing and tation takes Citing instances, they ex-
The preparedness in terms governme- AFFECTED AREAS |- KB place. plained that the discharge at
of boats, sandbags and nt officials K| "The most Mundali point was 11 lakh

foodstuff was so inadequate
that it has gone unnoticed.
The situation was such that
for the first four days, few
areas could be reached. High
currents, swirling waters
and lack of power boats were
the major impediments to
rescue and relief operations.
As the situation eased a bit,
the Army and NGOs took the
lead in reaching out to the
marooned. Cooked food with
pouches of drinking water
were distributed in some
areas by CARE, KIIT, social
activists like Mr Panda and
his team and other NGOs.
There were heroic tales of
how the villagers saved the
embankments along the Devi
river. Men and women
stayed up all night to pile
sandbags along the
embankments as the waters
swelled and threatened to
spill over. -

* “When the flood situation

were not to be seen
where, he said.

But it would be unfair to
totally dismiss government
efforts. Not only the expe-
rience of the October 1999
supercyclone but also relief
material from that period
such as polythene sheets had

come in handy.

Both the government and
the people had learnt a great
deal about disaster prepared-
ness, evacuation and stock-

piling of foodstuff.

warning system,

trained youths

without resistance.

Undoubtedly, at least in
patches, the efforts at com-
bating the crisis had worked
and were monitored. If there
was one area of failure it was
in the inability to arrange for
adequate number of boats

satellite
phones and disaster manage-
ment groups consisting of
worked.
People shifted to safer places

anysx

The

A Shankhariahai villager carries a
sack of rice from a relief boat, 45 km

from Bhubaneswar. — APPTI  Vill

disconcerting feature that
begs attention is that the
long-term measures are lost
in the mudslinging that
takes place and just as in the
previous
hullabaloo will die down only
to return when the next cala-
mity strikes the state.

Strangely,
such as the urgency of taking
flood- control measures such
as strengthening of embank-
ments, construction of ano-
ther dam downstream Maha-
nadi and preventing siltation
with the help of massive
afforestation
along the catchment — have
been criminally neglected by
successive governmrents and
are not discussed at all.

As a senior bureaucrat said,
“You will hear about all these
aspects for the next fortnight
or so but after that everybody
conveniently
about it all.”

calamities, the

major issues —

programmes

forget

the dam safety norms
prescribing that water can be
retained only up to 628 or
629 feet.

The embankments on the
other hand can withstand
only 9 to 10 lakh cusec and
with rivers like Tel contri-
buting heavily downstream,
floods are inevitable every
time there is a heavy down-
pour.

Hirakud was designed pri-
marily for flood control.
Power generation and irriga-
tion were considered second-
ary objectives of the dam.
Yet, over the years power
generation and irrigation
have gained precedence.

As a result, water levels are
kept above 600 feet even
prior to the monsoon. Last
year, it was reduced in
anticipation of a good mon-
soon and the dam level could

say
they had
of the

cusec on 18 July. So, the
sluice gates were closed at
Hirakud to avert addition of
water to such a heavy dis-
charge downstream, though
the inflow was over 9 lakh
cusec at Hirakud.

What needs to be addressed
is the construction of another
dam on the Mahanadi. The
Mahanadi valley develop-
ment project was envisaged
during 1946-47 and three
units were supposed to be
constructed — the Hirakud
dam, the Tikarpada dam and
the Naraj dam — with each
having its own canal system
and hydel power installa-
tions.

The Tikarpada project was
debated over the last several
decades but never imple-
mented. Issues of submer-
gence and, rehabilitation of
oustees cropped up and
stalled such moves. Political
will was lacking.

After communication lines remained
disrupted at Bari in Jajpur for 15
days, villagers shifted to safer areas
in a raft. — Eastern Projections

The state has over 5,000 km
of embankment which can
sustain a maximum flood
water level of 9 to 10 lakh
cusec. Over the years, the
water resources department
has neglected flood control
and embankment mainten-
ance. Allocations for this
sector has dipped from Rs 20
crore to Rs 1.86 crore this
year. This is a pittance com-
pared to the extent of
embankment repair that is
needed. The water resources
department has always
concentrated on irrigation
projects and World Bank-
assisted schemes.

The Rs 1.86 crore allotted
for flood control measures
this year shows how the
government had not woken
up even after the super-
cyclone extensively damaged
the embankments.

The other area of concern ig
the fast depleting forest
cover along the catchment
areas of the Mahanadi delta
system. Consequently, the _
river beds are choked with
silt, reducing their water
carrying capacity. The 1982
floods were caused by over 16
lakh cusec of water flowing
at the Naraj point whereas in
1992, 12 lakh cusec flowed
over Naraj to cause floods,
though of a lesser intensity
and spread. The government
and the Opposition get busy
with relief and rehabilitation
measures while the major
aspects remain submerged

“under the flood waters.

Unless issues relating to
the Hirakud reservoir, em-
bankment maintenance, con-
struction of another dam on
the Tel or Mahanadi rivers
and afforestation, at least in
the critical catchment areas,
are addressed, floods and
their accompanying miseries
are inevitable.

(The author is The States-
man’s Bhubaneswar-based
Special Representative.)
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rinute  technical
‘wrangling held up its final
approval at‘# UN forum in Bonn

for two days. It took delegates |’

from the 180-084 countries pre-
sent just three minutes of a
much-delayed plenary meeting
to see the text formally adopted

as no nation raised objections |
‘and chairman Jan Pronk, the {:

Dutch environment minister,
brought down his gavel. Russia
‘won a special concession to be

allowed further negotiations on |

one technical passage.

But UN officials said the deci-
sion did no more than accept
‘Moscow would try to bargain on
this later ahd some delegates
said it would be opposed.
(Reuters). . - :

on Wednesday, |




