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SARAJEVO, DEC. 25, The Bosnian
Serb leaders are banishing war
crimes suspects from party

| ranks and promising to appoint

| non-Serbs in the government in

an effort to ensure their

! ministate’s survival.

The Bosnian Serb Prime
Minister, Mr. Mladen lvanic,
said his Cabinet may become
more multiethnic next year, the
news agency ONASA reported
on Tuesday. So far, there has
been only one Muslim in the
Bosnian Serb government,
though mare than half of the
ministries should be in non-Serb
hands under the constitution.

Mir. Ivanic said he would
organise a meeting of leading
politicians to find a solution.

If no agreement is reached, “it
is possible that the international
institutions will impose a
solution,” he said.

Mr. Ivanic spoke after
receiving a visit last week from
Bosnia’s top international
official, Austrian diplomat Mr.
Wolfgang Petritsch.

During the visit, Mr. Petritsch
made clear that the Bosnian
Serb ministate could be at risk
unless the government lives up
to its human rights obligations.
The other half of Bosnia is the
Muslim-Croat federation.

' The peace agreement requires
both ministates to allow

The Bosnian Serb President,
Mr. Mirko Sarovic, (front),
votes during the Serb
Democratic Party ‘SDS’
sesslon In the Bosnian Serb
controlled town of Banja Luka,
some 220 km northwest of
Sarajevo on Monday. — AP

displaced persons to return, to
hand over war crimes suspects
and to introduce equal human
rights for all.

But Bosnian Serb leaders have
made it hard or even impossible
for non-Serbs who fled during

R
“Bosnian Serbs announce reforms;
" expel war crime suspects 1
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the 1992-95 Bosnian wﬁ
return. They have also failéd to 1

deliver any war crimes suspects
to the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal
in The Hague, Netherlands.

As the top international
administrator, Mr. Petritsch is
empowered to impose laws or
fire obstructive local politicians.

A newly adopted election law
in Bosnia prevents parties
including war crimes suspects
from participating in elections.

In an apparent attempt to stay
on the political surface under
the new circumstances, the
strongest hard-line Bosnian Serb
Democratic Party on Monday
decided to exclude war crimes
suspects from its ranks.

This party was once founded
by Bosnian Serb wartime leader,
Mr. Radovan Karadzic, Bosnia's
top war crimes suspect who has
been in hiding since 1996.

Monday'’s decision is no
guarantee any suspect, including
Mr. Karadzic, will be
surrendered to the court in The
Hague.

Mr. Ivanic, the Bosnian Serb
Prime Minister, has claimed that
his police “do not have the
strength” to arrest the war
crimes suspects, but he said
people should prepare for
seeing them travel to The
Hague. — AP
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/Kosovo goes

REUTER
PRISTINA (Yugoslavm)

Nov. 17.— Kosovo today &

began voting in a mile-

stone general election de- :

signed to give the UN-run
Yugoslav province self-gov-
erning powers but not the
independence its ethnic Al-
banian majority wants.

In the most important

political event in Kosovo
since NATO’s 1999 bomb-
ing campaign, its people
will elect a 120-seat legis-
lative assembly which in
turn will choose a presi-
dent and a government.
Polling stations in Koso-
vo, a landlocked and impo-
verished territory border-
ing Macedonia and Albania
in the south and Serbia
proper in the north, opened
at 7 a.m. (0600 GMT) and
were due to close 12 hours

later. About 1.25 million

people are eligible to vote.

Daan Everts, head of the
Kosovo mission of the Or-
ganisation for Security
and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, said a Serb turnout
of 50 per cent should be
seen as a success.

Leader of the
Democratic League
of Kosovo and a
presidential candidate,
Mr Ibrahim Rugova,
casts his vote in
Prigtina on Saturday.
— AP/PTI

"We feel they would only
hurt their own interests by
boycott and abstention, be-
cause that would lead to
continued or aggravated
isolation,” Everts, who is
the chief organiser of the
election, said.

Kosovo's Albanians, hopi-

polls

] then' homeland closer to
state, .

becoming a soverdi

are to turn out in

much larger numbers.
Their three main politi-

- cal parties are all demand-

independence and also
advocate business-friendly
pohcles The moderate
Democratic League of Ko-
sovo led by Ibrahim Rugo-
va is widely expected to
come first at the polls.
But UN officials insist
the new provisional insti-
tutions will not have the
power to declare independ-
ence, saying Kosovo’s final
status will be determined
at some future date.
"We will make sure that
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it never gets on the agen-

da of 'the assembly,” said
Hans Haekkerup, head of |

the UN-led administra- !

tion which has governed
the province since Yugo-
slav forces withdrew in
the summer of 1999,

The former Danish de-
fence minister said he
would continug to hold on
to powers in the areas of
Kosovo’s external rela-
tions, police, justice and

!

|

ng the election will move the rights of minerities. _/
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! WARSAW, Sept. 23. — In a
vote that promises to realign
Poland’s political landscape, a

' Leftist party with roots in

i Poland’s former Communist

| regime, won a clear majority in

| parliamentary elections today,

: according to exit polls.

' The elections also mark the
political extinction of Soli-

~ darity, which failed to get any

seats, according to two sepa-
rate exit polls.

. If the results hold, the

' Democratic Left Alliance and

its small ally, the Labour -

Union, have a majority in the
- 460-seat Sejm, Parliament’s
Lower House.
. Exit polls by the private
i polling agency, PBS, show the
Democratic Left with 44.9 per-
_cent of the vote, representing
. 232 seats.
. Solidarity, which needed 8 per
t cent of votes to stay in Parl-
; iament, won just 4.5 per cent,
. PBS said.
Exit polls also showed the

: Democratic Left won control of

i the Senate, with 75 of 100
* seats.
. While the Democratic Left
. Alliance will control the power-
; ful Lower House, it will also
- have to contend with an array
- of smaller Right-wing parties.
The results were a stunning
blow for the Solidarity, which
. led the last government but
has lost support with high-
“level defections, infighting,
political scandals and rising
' unemployment.

A girl peeps out df a polling boﬁth at Warsaw Ss her family votes during parliamentary elections in
on Sunday. — AP/PTI
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&/RELY A week after it be-
gan, Operation Essential
Harvest, NATO'’s 30-day
mission to collect 3,300
arms from rebel Albanians in the
tiny Balkan republic of Macedo-
nia, has started to appear shaky.

The NATO General-Secretary,
Lord Robertson’s brief visit to the
capital Skopje and the troubled
area around the Albanian-domn-
inated town of Tetovo in north-
western Macedonia was marred
by terrorist attacks and shooting
incidents involving the Albanian
and Macedonian communities as
well as NATO troops.

According to the respected de-
fence weekly, Jane's, Albanian re-
bels possess around 8,000 arms
including assault rifles, machine
guns, grenades, mortar and rock-
et launchers and an estimated 50
Stinger missiles (that wreaked ha-
voc on Soviet troops in Afghan-
istan).

The NATO’s estimate of 3,300
weapons is hotly disputed by the
Macedonian Government which
claims the rebels have anywhere
between 60,000 and 100,000
weapons.

The Macedonian Prime Minis-

Relations between
the Slavs and the
Albanians in
Macedonia have
deteriorated further.
Vaiju Naravane
on the arms

decommissioning
issue.
scribed  Operation  Essential

Harvest as “laughable and humil-
iating for Macedonia”, while the
Government spokesman, Mr. An-
tonio Milososki, said “Museum
Harvest” would be a more appro-
priate name for the mission
which, he alleged, had succeeded
in collecting less than 500 weap-
ons mostly obsolete, rusty and
unusable, dating back to World
War 1.

The Albanians, he said, were
making fools of both NATO and
the Macedonian Government and
should not be allowed to get away
with it.

The generally nationalistic Ma-
cedonian press has fiercely at-
tacked the NATO mission, which
it has labelled biased and pro-Al-
banian, inevitably fanning na-
tionalistic sentiment. Dvevnik, a
popular daily, described the
weapons collected by NATO
troops as ‘‘museum pieces most-

\

ly of Russian or Chinese origin”,
while another daily, Utrinski Ves-
nik, said two M-48 rifles handed
over date back to World War IL

However, the NATO spokes-
man, Major Barry Johnson, said
the arms collected were of the
same quality and calibre as those
used by the Macedonian army.
NATO also pointed out that over
200 Kosovo Albanians who had
gone fo Macedonia to help the
gucerrillas had been detained by
Kfor soldiers while crossing back
into the Albanian-dominated Yu-
goslav province. They were un-
armed. "“This confirms our belief
that the National Liberation Army
in Macedonia is beginning to dis-
band,” Major Johnson said.

The Albanian guerrilla leader,
Mr. Ali Ahmeti, told The Hindu
that as far as his fighters were
concerned “'the war is over. With
the Ohrid agreement, there is no

Albanians in Macedonia line up to hand over their weapons...

longer any reason to make war.
We will hand in all our weapons
and we have no reason to hide the
number of weapons we possess.

“The Macedonian Govern-
ment's claims that we have over
60,000 arms are false. The target
of 3,300 weapons fixed by NATO
was arrived at not by us but by a
committee of experts. We waited
for this peace for over ten years.
Now, hopefully, we have it.”

The Macedonian press has
slammed the peace agreetment, as
a “sell outl to minority Albanian
interests”. Several editorials con-

Brothers and arms -«

tinue to insist that Albanians want
to split the country in order to
form a Greater Albania or at least
a Greater Kosovo. Mr. Ali Ahmeti
and other Albanian leaders, in-
cluding the chiefs of political par-
ties, deny this allegation, saying
they intend to respect the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of
the country. Most Macedonian
Slavs, however, do not appear to
be convinced that this is the case.

Indeed relations between the
two communities have further
deteriorated and Macedonian na-
tionalists are now openly calling
upon Slavs to “protect their in-
terests”. There are increasing re-
ports that sympathisers of the
hardline nationalistic Interior
Minister, Mr. Lubje Boskovski’s
centre-right party, VMRO, have
acquired guns and have begun
maltreating Albanian civilians.

“We live in daily terror here,”

Mr. Bashkim Aliu, a 28-year-old
unemployed youth from Skopje,
told The Hindu. "“The Interior
Minister Lubje Boskovski is really
whipping up anti-Albanian senti-
ment in the capital and most Al-
banians have now moved to the
old Turkish quarter in the city.
Just the other day there was a
bomb blast at an Albanian pri-
mary school. On paper, we have
obtained what is a just solution.
But will the nationalist Macedo-
nian Slavs allow this to become
reality? I do not think so. In any
case, | have sent my family to Ko-
sova where they are safe for the

time being. But our [lives have
been totally disrupfed.”

In such difficult circumstances, |

it is now doubtful if the Macedo-
nian Parliament will ratify the
peace agreement signed with the
Albanian leadership on August 13
following protracted talks in the
lakeside town of Orhid. Under the
deal, the country's Constitution
will be changed to remove refer-
ences to the ethnic origins of Ma-
cedonia’s citizens and the
Albanian language will be given
official status in certain areas.
An extra 1,000 policemen of Al-
banian origin will be recruited
and more public sector posts will

be offered to the Albanians who !

make up a third of the population.
NLA rebels have also been grant-
ed amnesty under the peace deal.

Over the past week, there has
been a tremendous upsurge of
anti-NATQ feelings amidst the

conflicting claims.

Macedonian Slav population. A
British soldier was killed by anti-
NATO demonstrators who drop-
ped a slab of concrete on his car
from an overbridge. The political
situation has been further exacer-
bated by the fact that an election
is due by the end of January, 2002.

The Prime Minister and the In-
terior Minister are both unde- '
clared candidates locked in a fight
for the leadership of VMRO
against the moderate President,
Mr. Boris Trajkovski, and have de-
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MACEDONIA / BLAST IN MOTEL KILLS TWO

- 3

<’ N%
SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), AUG. 26. An explosion
ripped through a motel in northeastern Mace-
donia early on Sunday, killing two employees
and complicating NATO’s efforts to start its

mission to collect weapons from ethnic Alba-
nian rebels.

The slayings will add pressure on the alli-
ance on the eve of the planned start of Oper-
ation Essential Harvest. NATO repeatedly has
stressed it is trying to build confidence be-
tween ethnic Albanian rebels and the Govern-
ment. Government officials, meanwhile, met
in a special session on Sunday to discuss their
response to NATO'’s assessment of the num-
ber of weapons it will collect. They are to be
voluntarily handed over by ethnic Albanian
rebels. Western diplomats, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, say NATO plans to collect
about 3,000 weapons. Macedonia’s leaders say
that figure is far too low.

The explosion rocked a Macedonian-owned
building in Celopek, 8 km south of the coun-
try’s second-largest city, Tetovo. The village is
the birthplace of the country’s hard-line Inte-
rior Minister, Mr. Ljube Boskoski, who is one
of the most (y,tspoken opponents of the alli-

ance's plans. The employees killed in the blast
had explosives strapped to their bodies, state
television reported, quoting police sources
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Police also reported an exchange of infantry
and artillery fire in the Kumanovo area north-
east of the capital, Skopje. Macedonian police
accused rebels of provoking security forces
who “responded adequately.”

The alliance, meanwhile, moved ahead on
Sunday with preparations to collect weapons
from the rebels despite its failure so far to re-
ach an agreement with the Macedonian Gov-
ernment on how many arms to expect. Both
Macedonian security forces and the rebels
have agreed to pull back from sensitive areas
in order for NATO troops to set up one-day
weapons collection points as part of a peace
plan, alliance officials said. By midday on Sun-

day, however, no withdrawal was evident.

The withdrawals “‘are designed to ensure
there is no tension, or the least possible ten-
sion, prior to the weapons collection,” said
Col. Paul Edwards, chief of operations for the
mission. A senior NATO official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, described the rebel

0 mission suffers a jolt ¢ &

plan for turning in weapons as a “credible”
effort toward disarmament. The alliance
hopes to collect about a third of the arms by
the end of next week, in time for a key parlia-
mentary meeting on the peace plan.

The peace deal that ended six months of
fighting between rebels and Government
forces envisions a step-by-step process in
which rebels will hand over weapons to NATO
in exchange for political reforms in Macedo-
nia. The handover of weapons is set to come in
stages, with a third of the weapons handed
over in exchange for moves in Parliament. A
figure must be accepted in advance.

The Macedonian Government has claimed
the insurgents have 85,000 weapons, while the
rebels have put the number closer to 2,000.
Western observers described the higher Gov-
ernment figure as an attempt by hard-liners to
obstruct the peace deal. NATO had presented
the President, Mr. Boris Trajkovski, with a fig-
ure on Friday, and the continuation of dis-
cussions on Sunday fuelled speculation on the
extent of the rebels' arsenal. The alliance said
the Government has simply asked for clarifica-
tion of figures NATO has suggested. — AP




\ 4

MACEDONIA / NATO GENERAL TO ASSESS SITUATION

w14

SKOPJE, AUG. 20. The Macedonian President,
Mr. Boris Trajkovski, has ordered the army to
carry out a withdrawal of troops as a contribu-
tion towards de- escalation in advance of a
planned NATO mission to the country, the De-
fence Ministry said today.

The Ministry in Skopje said warplanes and
helicopters would accordingly not be used in
crisis areas and the army was to withdraw
heavy weapons from combat positions.

The measures were intended to open the
way for NATOQ to deploy a planned 3,500-
strong force to collect weapons from Albanian

Uck rebels. 526 gy”‘ﬂ*

Firefight reported

Meanwhile, a firefight broke*6ut near Mace-
donia’s second-largest city, straining a tenu-
ous cease-fire in the troubled country ahead of
the visit by a senior NATO general who will
help assess whether it is safe to deploy alliance
troops to collect rebel weapons.

A police official speaking on condition of
anonymity said ethnic Albanian rebels opened
infantry and mortar fire un Macedonian gov-
ernment positions near the village of Poroj, on
the outskirts of the city of Tetovo.

“Our forces came undet fire, so the orders to
return fire were given,” he said, describing the
situation as “rather serious”. An ethnic Alba-
nian rebel commander, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said fighting was “'very inten-
sive”’, but he declined to offer details. There
was no immediate information on any casu-
alties.

The latest cease-fire violatior: came as NA-

s

Ethnic Albanian rebels walk through the village of Sipkovica, some 40 km

ent orders troop withdrg\fval

&

west of the capital Skopje, Macedonia, on Sunday. NATO has said a lasting
ceasefire must be in place before its troops can deploy to collect weapons
from the rebel forces, known as the National Liberation Army. — AP

TO's supreme allied commander in Europe,
Gen. Joseph Ralston, prepared for a brief trip
to the Macedonian capital, Skopje, to meet the
Macedonian government and military offi-
cials.

Gen. Ralston was 1o discuss cooperation be-

.l—i $1 . E¥ 33

S

tween the country’s security forces and a Brit-

ish-led NATO mission, dubbed Operation
Essential Harvest. The troops are to_collect -

my. — DPA, AP



“NATO weighs its :
options in Macedonia

By Batuk Gathani Hp i u&heir opposition to the move.

BRUSSELS, AUG. 19. A small contin-
gent of NATO troops arrived in
Macedonia over the weekend, os-
tensibly on a “surveillance mis-
sion” to assess the prospects of
further deployment of troops to
disarm ethnic Albanian rebels.
There is some confusion about the
final deployment of the proposed
3,500 NATO troops in the region.
NATO officials and 19 ambassa-
dors of the member states will
take a final decision later this
| week about various policy and
military options, after studying
the report by NATO’s Supreme
Commander, General Joseph Ral-

i

& ston, who travels to. Magcedonia on
i Monday. 1

\ Doubts have been ¢a8f about
| the “stability”’ of the Macedonian
|

[

|

ceasefire as some commentators
feel that NATO troops could be
walking into a trap. Western dip-
lomats in the region also feel that
the troops are unlikely to “emerge
unscathed” within 30 days as
i planned by NATO leaders.
| The current NATO mission is to
i first disarm ethnic Albanians on a
| “voluntary basis”. Some observ-
| ers suspect that the Albanians
| would make some ‘“token ges-
| tures” but the bulk of their arms
| would remain hidden. For exam-
. ple, the Albanians are talking
| about handing over 2,500 weap-
" ons while Macedonians are de-
manding 6,000. It is an open
secret that the bulk of the sophis-
ticated Albanian weaponry is hid-
den in secret mountain caches.
In northern Macedonia where
ethnic Albanians are in a majority,
there are reports of sporadic
clashes and Macedonian fighter
jets are flying reconnaissance mis-
| sions over the rebel- controlled
Tetove region.
Key NATO members such as
! Germany face serious political
! problems in winning parliamen-
| tary approval for their participa-
i tion in the NATO force. Germany
has pledged only 500 troops and
but parliamentarians from the rul-
’irr? Social Democrats and the
reen coalition have expressed

Senior NATO officials led by
General Ralston arrive in Macedo-
nia on Monday to make an “‘on-
the-spot assessment’’ of the logis-
tical and military risks on the
ground. Based on his assessment
and submission, the NATO Gov-
ernments will take a decision
about deployment of more troops
in the region. . % )

This is a ve dellcate’\'rgLsion
since the troops are under orders
not to fire in any encounter with
the rebels. The first batch of NATO
personnel will also assess the ‘“‘du-
rability” of peace. Much about the
peace prospects depends on the
attitudes of the Albanians and Ma-
cedonians, whose deep hatred for
each other is the cause of the cur-
rent hostilities in the region. The
bottomline is that NATO troops
do not wish to get caught in the
crossfire in the wake of the re-
sumption of hostilities.

There is total lack of trust be-
tween the two ethnic communi-
ties as both believe that the other
side is hiding caches of weapons
to use in any future clash. The first
batch of NATO troops will liaison
with leaders of the ethnic commu-
nities and the Macedonian Gov-
ernment to determine whether it
is safe to deploy the rest of the
troops.

Observers foresee serious dis-
agreements over the quantity of
arms and also the agreed political
agenda. The more nationalist-
minded parliamentarians have
vowed to ensure that there is no
parliamentary approval for the
proposed reforms. Extremist fac-
tions in the so-called Albanian
National Liberation Army would
prefer to continue the hostilities
until a “Greater Albania” is cre-
ated from parts of Macedonian
territory.

The current quandary in which
senior NATO commanders find
themselves in has its roots in the
military alliance’s “lapsed dead-
lines” in the Balkans, on the eve of
its sixth intervention in the region
since hostilities broke out there a

decade ago.
el




MACEDONIA / NATO ADVANCE GROUP ARRIVES

d Team

SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), AUG. 18. A special NATO «\’\O ’

advance team started its mission in Macedo-
nia on Saturday, laying the groundwork for the
arrival of several thousand troops charged
with collecting weapons from ethnic Albanian
rebels.

Isolated incidents overnight marred a ten-
uous cease- fire, but the situation overall was
quiet. The most serious incident was a rela-
tively minor attack on a Macedonian police
position near the country's second-largest
city, Tetovo, where two rocket-propelled gre-
nades landed near the site.

Defence officials also reported that they ar-
rested a group of rebels crossing into the
country from Albania, but that could not be
independently confirmed. Macedonian au-
thorities shut down the main border crossing
between Kosovo and Macedonia until further
notice, Mr. Simon Haselock, a spokesman for
the United Nations in Kosovo, said on Sat-
urday. No official reason was given for the clo-
sure,
speaking on condition of anonymity said in-
surgents were spotted at around 3 a.m. near
the crossing, prompting the closure. Civilians
later blockaded the main road to the border in
the town of Stenkovac, stretching out concer-
tina wire and piling sand on the highway to
stop NATO-led peace-keepers from travelling
back and forth to Kosovo.

Many Macedonians blame NATO for their
troubles, in part because the alliance failed to
choke off weapons and supplies from Kosovo
that are widely believed to be supporting rebel
forces. British transport planes flying at about
two-hour intervals ferried the first contingent
of soldiers into this tiny Balkan country to
study the military situation on the ground and
complete plans for the British-led Operation
Essential Harvest.

About 350 soldiers are set to arrive this
weekend. The first troops arrived on Friday,
and included French forces, 40 members of
Britain’s 16 Air Assault Brigade and 120 sol-
diers from the Czech Republic sent to protect
the advance party. The alliance, meanwhile,
announced plans to dispatch the supreme al-
lied commander in Europe, Gen. Joseph Ral-
ston, on Monday to take part in the security

assessment. -~
NATW will decide next week whether

but a Macedonian police source.
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A French soldier stands guard at the airport in Skopje,

Macedonia, on Saturday. — AFP

to send in the rest of the 3,500 troops envi-
sioned for the overall mission. “We can only
do our job with the full commitment and sup-
port of everybody in Macedonia,” said Brig.
Barney White- Spunner, the 16 Air Assault Bri-
gade’s commander. “We are not here on a
disarmament mission. We are not here on a
peace-keeping mission.”

NATO has said a lasting cease-fire must be
in place before its troops can deploy to collect
weapons from the ethnic Albanian rebel Na-
tional Liberation Army. The Macedonian Gov-
ernment spokesman, Mr. Antonio Milososki,
said on Friday that he doubted NATO could
succeed without forcing the rebels to hand in
guns, saying NATO's experience in Kosovo
shows “it is impossible without using force to
succeed in collecting weapons.”

The troops are likely to face an icy reception
from Macedonians and a hero’s welcome from
minority ethnic Albanians, underscoring the
deep divisions in the troubled Balkan nation
after six bitter months of conflict. Macedo-

nians like Ms. Dragica Vojnovska, whose 51-
year-old son remains missing after being kid-
napped last month, aren’t hoping for much.
“NATO isn’t going to help us,” she said Friday,
cupping her hand over her eyes and struggling
to hold back tears. “They’re only helping the
Albanians.”

The insurgents took up arms in February,
saying they were fighting for greater rights for
ethnic Albanians, who account for about a
third of Macedonia’s 2 million people. Ethnic
Albanians see NATO as nothing less than their
saviours — and seem thrilled that the alliance
is coming to town.

In Skopje’s old market, Mr. Mustafa Arifi, 26,
sat with his uncle in the cool shadow of the
local mosque and gossiped about the deploy-
ment. Not only does he want NATO troops to
come, he wants them to stay far longer than
the 30 days envisioned by the alliance. “I know

the big powers are on our side,’ he said with
certainty. “I would love fo m to be here for
20 years.” — AP
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SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), AUG. 18. A special NATO
advance team started its mission in Macedo-
nia on Saturday, laying the groundwork for the
arrival of several thousand troops charged
with collecting weapons from ethnic Albanian
rebels.

Isolated incidents overnight marred a ten-
uous cease- fire, but the situation overall was
quiet. The most serious incident was a rela-
tively minor attack on a Macedonian police
position near the country’s second-largest
city, Tetovo, where two rocket-propelled gre-
nades landed near the site.

Defence officials also reported that they ar-
rested a group of rebels crossing into the
country from Albania, but that could not be
independently confirmed. Macedonian au-
thorities shut down the main border crossing
between Kosovo and Macedonia until further
notice, Mr. Simon Haselock, a spokesman for
the United Nations in Kosovo, said on Sat-
urday. No official reason was given for the clo-
sure, but a Macedonian police source
speaking on condition of anonymity said in-
surgents were spotted at around 3 a.m. near
the crossing, prompting the closure. Civilians
later blockaded the main road to the border in
the town of Stenkovac, stretching out concer-
tina wire and piling sand on the highway to
stop NATO-led peace-keepers from travelling
back and forth to Kosovo.

Many Macedonians blame NATO for their
troubles, in part because the alliance failed to
choke off weapons and supplies from Kosovo
that are widely believed to be supporting rebel
forces. British transport planes flying at about
two-hour intervals ferried the first contingent
of soldiers into this tiny Balkan cduntry to
study the military situation on the ground and

Essential Harvest.

About 350 soldiers are set to arrive this
weekend. The first troops arrived on Friday,
and included French forces, 40 members of
Britain’s 16 Air Assault Brigade and 120 sol-
diers from the Czech Republic sent to protect
the advance party. The alliance, meanwhile,
announced plans to dispatch the supreme al-
lied commander in Europe, Gen. Joseph Ral-
ston, on Monday to take part in the security
assessment.

NATO said it will decide next week whether

complete plans for the British-led Operation
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A French soldler stands guard at the alrport in Skbpje,
Macedonia, on Saturday. — AFP

to send in the rest of the 3,500 troops envi-
sioned for the overall mission. “We can only
do our job with the full commitment and sup-
port of everybody in Macedonia,” said Brig.
Barney White- Spunner, the 16 Air Assault Bri-
gade’s commander. “We are not here on a
disarmament mission. We are not here on a
peace-keeping mission.”

NATO has said a lasting cease-fire must be
in place before its troops can deploy to collect
weapons from the ethnic Albanian rebel Na-
tional Liberation Army. The Macedonian Gov-
ernment spokesman, Mr. Antonio Milososki,
said on Friday that he doubted NATO could
succeed without forcing the rebels to hand in
guns, saying NATO’s experience in Kosovo
shows “it is impossible without using force to
succeed in collecting weapons.”

The troops are likely to face an icy reception
from Macedonians and a hero’s welcome from
minority ethnic Albanians, underscoring the
deep divisions in the troubled Balkan nation
after six bitter months of conflict. Macedo-

nians like Ms. Dragica Vojnovska, whose 51-
year-old son remains missing after being kid-
napped last month, aren’t hoping for much.
“NATO isn’t going to help us,” she said Friday,
cupping her hand over her eyes and struggling
to hold back tears. “They’re only helping the
Albanians.”

The insurgents took up arms in February,
saying they were fighting for greater rights for
ethnic Albanians, who account for about a
third of Macedonia’s 2 million people. Ethnic
Albanians see NATO as nothing less than their
saviours — and seem thrilled that the alliance
is coming to town.

In Skopje’s old market, Mr. Mustafa Arifi, 26,
sat with his uncle in the cool shadow of the
local mosque and gossiped about the deploy-
ment. Not only does he want NATO troops to
come, he wants them to stay far longer than
the 30 days envisioned by the alliance. “I know
the big powers are on our.side,” he said with
certainty. “I would love f6r them to be here for
20 years.” — AP
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BY ALISTER DOYLE

Skopje, Aug. 17: acedoma

accused ethnic, Albanian rebels on

Friday of new truce violations as

Nafo nations prepared to meet in

Brussels to decide whether to, risk

_sending a 3,500-strong force to

help implement a peace plan.
A vanguard of 400 British troops

was due to start arriving in Skopje -E

late on Friday to pave the way for
the bigger force when, or if, Nato
gives the green light to send a mis-

sion to collect rebel arms and try

to prevent a fifth Balkan war.

Nato has said ‘that a durable
ceasefire is a key condition for
sending ‘any more troops -for
“Operatiof, . Essential -Harvest,”
which would be: the alliance’s
third * missiop ta the Balkans
alongside peacekeeping opera-
tions in Bosnia and: wo.

The onian:
said rebels flouted &c truce on
both mgqor ﬁoms overnight after a
policeman: was shot dead in the
northwestern - town . of Tetovo,
apparently by a rebel sniper, in the
worst. sethack so far to a ragged
truce declared on Sunday.

Rebels said the Macedomans
started the fighting.

Nato ambassadors were to meet
from midday in Brussels to dis-
cuss whether conditions are right
for full deployment. But one
alliance source said the 19 coun-
tries .séemed unlikely to reach a
decision on Friday. “Such deci-
sions take more time to reach,” the
source said, adding that the police-
man’s killing was. enou, h to
derail the plans. fnyMacedonia,
defence ministry” an Mari-
jan Gurovski said, ¢ We were fired
at from the villages of Nikustak
and Vistica towards our positions
in Umin Dol.” (Reuters)

ment -

day. Theé so-called National Liberation Arm
Macedonia’s polifical leaders signed aplan :

YOUNG REBELS: An. ethmc Albanian civilian and a rebel m:htary pohceman smile as a group of boys walk
with assauilt rifles in the village of Dobroste, m 40 km west of Macedonia’s capital Skopje, on Thurs-
réed on Tuesday to hand over their arms to Nato after
nt ethnic Albanians more rights. (AP)

Nato peacekeepers relax control

Merdare (Yugoslavna), Aug.'17:
Nato-led peacekeepers on Friday
relaxed their control of a buffer-
zone that separates Kosovo from
the rest of the country, allowing
the ¥ugoslav Army to deploy on
the province’s boundary, officials
said. ‘

The agreemeiit is a final step in a
Nato-brokered deal that allows the
new, pro-democracy Belgrade
government to gradually reclaim
the volatile zone just outside Koso-

vo, a predominantly ethnic Alban-
ian province. “The agreement is a
next important yet still carefully
tuned step-by-step approach that
aims to create positive long term
cooperation between the different
peoples of the region,” Lt. Gen.
Thorstein: Skiaker, the commander
of the peacekeepers, said in a state-
meny. . Lt. Gen. Skiaker and

Yugoslav Lt.Gen. Momcilo Mom- ;

Cilovic- signed the agreement on
Friday at the boundary village of

-and the rest of Yugoslavia, said

Merdare 30 km northeast of the
provincial capital, Pristina.

The agreement demonstrates that
the Yugoslav Army and Nato
troops, now fully agree on the
issue of securing the administra-
tive boundary between Kosovo

Howard Rhodes, spokesman for
the peacekeepers. The Kfor com-
mander will retain general authori-
ty over the five-km-wide strip
along the boundary. (AP)

‘US to fund media blitz in Macedonia’

Washington, Aug. 17: The US government
plans to finance a media blitz in Macedonia
in a campaign for parhamentary passage of
the peace agreement signed by the Mace-
donian government and ethnic Albanian
political leaders, the Washington Post
reported on Friday. -

Citing sources in the Macedonian capital
of Sko;ge and in Washington, the newspa-

the United States could spend up to

ggso 000 on radio, television and newspaper
advertisements. US officials were also con-

sidering direct mailings to every household,

which would be the first such effort in the
Balkan country, the Post said. The newspa-
per said the campaign could be launched in
the next few days with radio spots and
would be coordinated with the office of
Macedonia’s President, Boris Trajkovski. -
According to the Post, Mr Trajkovski’s
involvement was regarded as critical,

because US officials said they were worried .
. that the’project would be construedas - .
“interference. The International Republican

THE ASIAN ACG
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. tants and presidential advisers tailor what

‘'said. “We are trying to ensure that the

the US embassy‘in Skopje was quoted as’
“saving. (Reuters) = ° /

Institute, a Washington-based non-profit
group that is partiaily funded by the US
government, has comunissioned a nation-
wide voter survey to help Western consul-

they are calling “public service announce-
ments” to legislators and the public, the Post

peace plan is widely discussed and that the
public is well-iriformed,” a spokesman for
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" "Mood grim in Skopje despite pact \

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, AUG. 14. Late last night,
after much plodding and persua-
sion, the European Union and NA-
TO officials structured a deal to
avert a civil war in Macedonia be-
tween the rival ethnic factions.

The Macedonian government’

and the ethnic Albanian leaders
signed a wide ranging agreement
to avert a civil war by granting
more rights to the ethnic Albanian
Muslim minority which constitu-
tes about a quarter of Macedonia’s
two million plus population. The
agreement proposes to give ethnic
Albanians in Macedonia a greater
share of power, which ranges from
police ranks to Parliament, lan-
guage and education.

Western officials stipulated that
only after “a series of conditions”
are met would the proposed 3500
more foreign troops under NATO's
command enter Macedonia. NA-
TO insists on an “‘enduring cease-
fire respected by all parties” before
its troops can begin the task of im-
plementing the latest agreement
which may lead to granting am-
nesty to the rebels and also dis-
arming
them. The E.U. and NATO officials
have stated that the peace accord
should be approved by the Mace-
donian Parliament. The Macedo-
nians nationalists have vowed to
reject the plan.

Though western officials insist
on a ‘‘quick implementation” so
that the allied peace force can be
deployed, according to observers
all this could take many days or

The special U.S. and E.U. envoys to Macedonia, Mr. Francois
Leotard (left) and Mr. James Pardew, sign a peace agreement in
Skopje on Monday. Also seen in the background (from left): the
Belgian Foreign Minister, Mr. Louis Michel, the E.U. foreign policy

chief, Mr. Javier Solana, the Macedonian President, Mr. Boris

Trajkovski, the leader of the Social Democratic Union of
Macedonia (SDSM) party, Mr. Branko Crvenkovski, and the
General Secretary of NATO, Mr. George Robertson. — AFP

weeks, NATO officials are also wa-
ry of the mission on this account.
Technically, the allied troops are
ready and could be deployed with-
in two days of a final decision to
deploy them. Currently, there are
4000 NATO troops in Macedonia
who provide back-up for some
40,000 soldiers in the neighbour-
ing Kosovo.

Senior NATO officials and ‘am-

bassadors’ of the 19 NATO mem-
ber-countries will meet at NATO
headquarters here on Thursday to
discuss the strategy. The venture is
“fraught with uncertainty and car-
ries an element of risk” according
to a western observer. There is
much speculation about the real
intentions and peaceful bonafides
of the Albanians. The response of
Albanian guerillas is also not

known. At their Thursday tmeeting,
NATO Ambassadors will tirst dis-
cuss whether conditions are right
for deployment of new troops. It
also remains to be seen how the
Macedonian population accepts
the peace accord. For example,
many Macedonians feel that NA-
TO is more favourably disposed
towards ethnic Albanians who are
seen “‘being rewarded for ‘heir ag-
gression’’. :

Later this week, NATO may de-
cide first to dispatch an initial
probing mission of some 15 to 20
officials of so-called “‘implementa-
tion group” to make an "on spot’
assessment of logistical and psy-
chological imponderables.  The
bottomline is to first decide how
the vast majority of the Macedo-
nian population gesprnds to NA
TO initiative. g/ -

According to 4 senior official,
NATO is going in Macedonia with
a specific mandate 'to collect
those weapons™ and “when that is
done, we will be out from there”

In the background of current
ethnic tension and deep distrust
between local Christians and Mus-
lims, this may sound a bit simplis-
tic. The ground reality is that the
previous cease fire agreement his
been ignored by all concerned and
hence it is argued that the current
accord may not aiso end the ethnic
war. Obviously, there are reserva-
tions about peace prospcects and
some observers fear that the sim-
mering conflict could even esca-
late into the fifth Balkan war of the

past decade.
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BY MisaASAVIC

Skopje, Aug. 13: Macedonia’s
feuding factions prepared to sign a
peace accord on Monday to end six
months of .bitter conflict despite
continuing:slashes between ethnic
Albanian -rebels and government
forces. ,

Political leaders representing the
Balkan country’s Macedonian
majority ‘agd igs minority ethnic
Albanian* popuiation planned to’
formally endorse a tentative agree-
ment that gives éthnic Albanians a
larger share of: power in the police
ranks, Parliament:ahd education. .

The signing cegemony was
planped for 4 pm. Nato secretay-
general Lord Robertson, European

mediator
envoy James Pardew were among
those atteriding.

Amiving "in Skopje with Mr
Solana, MeiRobertson called the
signing “a rémarkable moment for

the history of Macedonia. This day .

marks the entry of Macedonia into
modern, mainstream Europe.”

Mr Pardew, who helped broker
the accord réached last week, was
equally npbeat.

“This is the day when we can
begin an end to this conflict and
tak the. political issues off the

¢,” Mr Pardew said. “After this .

y, there should be no reason for
ghting.” S

'&M ;3
“BALKAN CRISIS

ﬁrring side
peace accor

C; (P

Union envay Javier Solana, French
&ncois Leotard and US

The militants took up arms in
Febmary, saying they. were. fight-
ing for miore rights for ethnic Alba-
nians, who comprise about a third
of - Macedonia's population of*:2
million: The Macedonian govern-
~‘ment says the: rebels’ simply: want
.10 seize territory. . .

After the accord is signed,'Nato
will send in. 3,500 troops to disarm
the rebels, The British-led opera-

_.tion essential harvest would last 30

ys and would include troops
Sfrom the United States, France,
“Genmany, Italy, Spain, Greece,
“Netherlands; Norway, Turkey,

Humgary and the Czech Republic.
...aBefore the Nato troops can be
- deployed, there will have to be a
,';‘g;,‘lirable ceasefire,” Mr Robertson
. sal . .

“Clearly, there has to be a sus-
tainable ceasefire and clear indica-
tions from the insurgents that they
mear business in terms of disarm-
ing completely and handing ‘over
their weapons and ammunition to
the Nato troops when they come,”
he Said : '

Macedqnia’s government agreed
to pave the way for the signing by
reinstating a ceasefire thyf. had
gone ignored over the m two
weeks. President Boris Trajkovski
ordered government forces to stop ¥ -
shooting” Suhday “to show go
will .and give a chance™ j
peace deal, state televisiopreport-

u.:m: va:
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K)easeflre

By Batuk Gathani 2,

USSEI.S AUG. 13. Though the Mace-

‘ doman government and ethnic Alba-
nian rebels last night agreed to
reinstate a ceasefire to support a
peace accord, there are fresh reports
of military skirmishes between gov-
ernment forces and rebels as smoke
bellowed round a Christian Orthodox
monastery and a number of houses
were set on fire in northern Macedo-

. nia.

The European Union\and NATO
mediators are ‘‘deeply uncertain”
about the turn of events as fighting
continued between ethnic Albanian
Muslims and Macedonian Christians.
This was highlighted by last week’s
killing of 19 Macedonian soldiers, and
raised questions about the viability of
the peace process

The atmosphere in Macedonia to-

day was “‘sour and uncertain’’ accord-
ing to foreign observers. The
Macedonian forces are well equipped
but ethnic rebels have repeatedly
demonstrated their resilience. Alba-
nian rebels have even crossed from
neighbouring Kosovo where borders

ils to hold in Macedonia

s are patrolled by NATO led peacekeep-

ers. This highlights the fact that the
border is very porous.

Macedonian several times claimed
that an “imminent defeat” of the re-
bels was in the offing, but according to
observers, the military balance is tilt-
ing in favour of Albanian guerillas who
do not seem to be short of weapons
and fighters in their quest to create a
‘‘greater Albania” from parts of Mace-
donia dominated by Albanians. Ac-
cording to informed observers,
current demographic estimates would
indicate that less than a third of some
two million population is ethnic Alba-
nian and mainly Muslim.

For six months now, yet another
nasty secessionist war in the Balkans
along the boundary between the prov-
inces of Kosovo, Serbia and a part of
Macedonia is being waged by Alba-
nian guerillas. This puts NATO's cred-

‘ibility and impartiality on line. Both

Russia and major European powers
are committed to maintain post-war
territorial integrity of various Balkan
states. The Bush administration has
yet to come to grips with policy op-
tions in the Balkan region.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Co-
lin Powell, who visited NATO head-
quarters here recently said the U.S.
would fully cooperate with its Europe-
an allies and seek a consensus ap-
proach to the crises. Addressing the
U.S. troops the other day, the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush, reas-
sured NATO allies: “We have gone in
(Balkans) together and we will come
out together.”

In the past several cease-fires had
backfired. In March, the Macedonian
government’s so-called ‘ceasefire’ or
decision to stop firing at ethnic Alba-
nian rebels came to nothing. Even to-
day, it remains to be seen if in the final
analysis, secessionist guerillas will end
their armed resurrection and opt for
diplomatic negotiations. All indica-
tions are they will not and Macedo-
nian military may soon launch a fresh
counteroffensive against the rebels.

Mr. Javier Solana, European
Union’s chief foreign affairs and de-
fence chief, is in Macedonia with se-
nior NATO officials. For the last few
days, they had been engaged in struc-

turing a parley at a lake side/holiday
resort.
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SKOPJE, (MACEDONIA), AUG.
Smoke billowed from an ethmc-
Albanian village on the outskirts
of the capital on Sunday, as Gov-
ernment forces unleashed a ma-
jor offensive against ethnic
Albanian rebels, a day before the
scheduled signing of a peace deal.

Mortars pounded the village of
Ljuboten, on a hill some 5 km
from Skopie, in an apparent retal-
iation for the killing of eight Gov-
ernment soldiers, who died on
Friday when their army vehicle
hit a land mine there.

A resident of Ljuboten, reached
by telephone and speaking on
condition of anonymity, said a
few thousand people in the village
were cowering in basements
while several had been injured or
possibly killed in the streets when
sudden shelling with heavy artil-
lery began on Sunday morning.

Authorities closed roads lead-
ing to Ljuboten, and no Govern-
ment officials would immediately
comment on the new offensive in
which scores of houses apparent-
ly were destroyed.

Meanwhile, state-television re-
ported heavy overnight fighting
around the country’s second-
largest and mostly ethnic- Alba-
nian populated city of Tetovo, in
the northwest.

Combined army and police
troops traded gun and artillery
fire with the rebels entrenched in
the mountainous area above Te-
tovo, the key rebel stronghold
since the ethnic Albanian insur-
gency erupted in February.

The area resounded with mor-

/Iﬁacedonl?b S battles dra\g gcloser to Skopje

Smoke rises around the 14-th century East-Orthodox church in
the ethnically mixed village of Ljuboteh, some 10 km north of
Skopje, during the fight between Macedonian government forces
and ethnic Albanian guerillas on August 12. — Reuters

tars lobbed into rebel-held villag-
es in attacks the rebels said hit
homes and other civilian proper-
ty. The Government said the re-
bels attacked first. A Government

source said that four Government
troops and two civilians were in-
jured in the fighting there.

Eight members of the security
forces were injured in clashes

elsewhere, near the northernvil-
lage of Radusa, where the Govern-
ment fought throughout on
Saturday to retain control of a wa-
ter supply system vital for capital
Skopje. It was also trying to rescue
an unspecified number of police-
men surrounded by ethnic Alba-
nian rebels. Footage broadcast on
state-run television showed Suk-
hoi SU-25 ground attack jets and
army helicopters flying over the
Radusa village.

The authorities also alleged
that rebels were supported by
hundreds of insurgents coming
from Kosovo, the mostly ethnic-
Albanian populated and NATO-
controlled province of neighbour-
ing Yugoslavia. The claim was de-
nied by a NATO official who
demanded anonymity.

The escalation of fighting
threatened to further undermine
a recent tentative peace agree-
ment for the troubled Balkan
country. Ethnic Albanian and Ma-
cedonian leaders agreed to a set-
tlement last Wednesday that is to
be formally signed on Monday,
despite the continuing violence.

At least 19 Government soldiers
and at least as many on the rebel
side have died since the tentative
peace deal was agreed to last
week.

Macedonia's ethnic Albanian
militants say they want more
rights for their community, which
accounts for a third of the coun-
try’s population of 2 million. The
Macedonians say the rebels sim-
ply want to seize a chunk of terri-
tory and call it their own. — AP
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¥ \Vcb By Batuk Gathani %M

BRUSSELS, AUR. 9. The Macedonian peace deal, so
laboriously agd carefully structured by the
European Unipn, is now in disarray and on

yesterday by ethnic Albanian rebels in which 10
Macedonian soldiers died.

The Macedonians are now insisting on fresh
terms. Even if a peace deal is signed —
scheduled on Monday — there are serious
doubts about launching the proposed NATO
operation, aimed at disarming ethnic Albanian
rebels. Slowly and steadily, the ethnic Albanian
rebels are “consolidating” their territorial gains
in areas of Macedonia, predominantly
dominated by them. Hence, the Macedonian
Serbs are insisting that — as a precondition for
a settlement — the-ethnic Albanians must
remove their armed forces from the ‘occupied’
territory.

Confusion prevailed over the contours of the
proposed peace plan following the ambush. The
ethnic Albanians have not participated in the
latest round of talks.

NATO officials here say they have no idea of
the number of weapons the ethnic Albanians
possess and wonder if they will all be handed
in. NATO has structured a so-called “essential
harvest” military operation to disarm the rebels
but analysts doubt if the weapons could be
collected within the original tjmetable of 30
days. NATO is also reluctant to be bogged down
in an “open-ended” military operation.

Its planners are also unsure where exactly its
troops should be deployed to collect weapons.

Ambush kills Macedonian

eace plan

Originally, NATO had proposed sending some
3500 troops.

There is some confusion among the 19 NATO
member countries over the operational logistics
of the proposed military mission. Greece, for
example, insists on sending a ‘reconnaissance’
mission first to assess and identify areas of
troop deployment but some members feel it is
very dangerous.

Earlier in the week, optimism ran high when
Macedonia’s warring ethnic factions reached a
peace accord after intense plodding by western
officials. But much uncertainty has descended
on Macedonia, following the ambush. In some
quarters, there is concern that the crises could
escalate into an all-out civil war.

Hence, senior western officials are again

engaged in a frantic round of talks in what is
widely rated as a damage limitation exercise.

The ethnic Albanian insurgents took up arms °

in February to challenge the authority of the
Macedonian government. Ostensibly, the
minority ethnic Albanians are seen fighting for
greater rights but many Macedonians suspect
that a quest for “greater Albania” still motivates
them.

After hard negotiations, the Macedonians
have agreed to key points of the western peace
plan, which grants the restive Albanian Muslim
minority a greater role in police, Parliament
and education.

Though, in principle, NATO has agreed to
deploy 3500 peacekeeping troops to disarm the

rebels, this cannot happen both sides have
signed the deal.
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~“Mild-mannered man who orde

THE HAGUE, AUG 3. Gen. Radislav Krstic looked
the picture of bourgeois respectability as he sat
in the dock of international justice, dressed in a
dark business suit and an impecc white
shirt. .

But the 255-page judgment of the United Na-
tions war crimes tribunal laid out on Thursda
in unanswerable detail how this mild-man-
nered man oversaw the worst atrocity commit-
ted in Europe since the Nazis. Krstic, sentenced
to 46 years in prison for genocide, took com-
mand of the Drina Corps of the Bosnian Serb
army on July 13, 1995, the day it began “a joint
criminal enterprise to kill all the military age
men” in the Muslim enclave of Srebrenica.

The town was blocking Serb plans to link
their territory into a single break-away republic
and the aim of the operation was to ‘‘guarantee
that the Bosnian Muslim population would be
permanently eradicated from Srebrenica’.
Women, children and old men were separated
and deported in buses, with the help of U.N.
peacekeepers, who provided petrol.

The men were then slaughtered in a six-day
massacre by police, militia, regular infantry
units and the 10th Sabotage Detachment, all
operating under Krstic’s Drina Corps Com-
mand. Troops under his direct command par-
ticipated in the mass execution of 1,200 men —
all but one of them in civilian clothes — at the
Branjevo military farm.

Between 1,000 and 1,500 Muslim men were
taken to the Kravica warehouse where they
were machine-gunned or killed with hand gre-
nades. The judgment noted: “The next morn-
ing, the soldiers called out to see if any of the
wounded men were still alive. Upon identifying
some wounded prisoners, the guards made
some of them sing Serb songs and then killed
hem. A water tank was used to wash the blood
Hff the asphalt.”

At other sites the men were forced to kneel on
he edge of mass graves, with their hands
-ound by metal wire behind their backs, before
eing shot in relays with automatic rifles. Bull-

The Bosnlahus“erb éenef;ll Raiélav Krst listens at hl nlal appearance before thé '

International War Crimes Tribunal at The Hague in this Dec. 7, 1998, file photo. (Right)
A Bosnian Muslim woman covers her face as she cries during a ceremony recently to
mark the sixth anniversary of the 1995 massacre in Potocari, in the wartime U.N.
protected enclave of Srebrenica. — AP, Reuters

dozers were used to shunt the bodies into the
pits and cover them with earth. The Zvornik
Brigade Engineering Company set up powerful
lights, allowing the industrial-scale murder to
continue late into the summer night. At the
Grbavci school, where more than 1,000 prison-
ers were held, the men were each given a glass
of water before being taken out and shot.

The tribunal disallowed the evidence of a NA-
TO radio intercept, played during the trial, in
which Krstic allegedly said to his deputy: “Kill
them all, we don’t want a single one alive.” U.N.

investigators have found only 2,000 of the bod-
ies. The tribunal said the rest, listed as missing
by the Red Cross, had been dug up and re-
moved in late 1995 in a systematic effort to
destroy evidence.

The conviction of Krstic is a first step towards
redeeming the honour of the U.N., which con-
tributed to the calamity by drawi
into a sanctuary that could n
without air support the Wgstf'was unwilling to
provide.— ©Telegraph @foup Limited, London,
2001.




Nato strikes deal,
Albanian rebels
pull out of Tetovo

By ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC K?‘ ’ gSkOpje SeekS'

Tetovo -(Malcedonia), :luly 26:

Ethnic Albanian rebels began
withdrawing from positions near
Macedonia’s second largest city
on Thursday, and ethnic Albanian
politicians said"peace talks would
resume with Macedonian officials.

Defence ministry officials said
that ethnic  Albapian insurgents
were pulling’ back from around
Tetovo, dismantling road blocks
and barricades on a road from the
city to the- border crossing with
neighboring” Kosovo. They said
Macedonians who had fled the
region would be bused back in the
afternoon. - .

“The withdrawal of the terrorists
is ongoing, though I have no infor-
mation whether it is completed,”
said defence ministry spokesman
Marjan Gjuroyski. Hans Joerg
Steiff, Nato’s ambassador to
Macedonia, said without elabora-
tion that the rebels were “in com-
pliance with the ceasefire agree-
ment.” o

Adding to optimism, ethnic
Albanian politicians announced
that talks with majority Macedo-
nians meant to improve the minor-
ity’s status would resume. The
breakdown in talks last week led
to resumed fighting and fading
hopes of settling the conflict. In
recent days, the ethhic Albanian
National Liberation Army overran
four villages surrounding northern
Tetovo -and clashed with govem-

ment troaps at the city’s outskirts '

al of rebels

 forwar crimes

Skopje, July 26: Macedonia’s
interior ministry said on Thurs- .
day it had collected evidence
allowing it to charge 11 ethnic
Albanian guerrilla leaders with
crimes against humanity, inter-
national law and the state,

The charges came on the day
Nato and European Union
chiefs arrived in the capital
Skopje after Nato brokered a
deal with the rebels aimed at -
reviving a ragged ceasefire
between them and the govern:
ment troops.

The list of those charged
included Ali Ahmeti, political
leader of the National Libera-
tion Army guerrilia forcé whose
five-month rebéllion has put the
tiny Balkan state on the brink ,
of civil war. :

. “According to proof gathered

by the interior ministry, the sus-
pects, ideological and military
leaders of the so called NLA,
have created this vicious terror-
ist band with the goal to feder-
alise and tear apart'the territo-
ry of Macedonis,” the inferior
ministry said on Thursday in a
st?temsni:, R .

t.said it expected prosecutors
to issue arrest warrants Tor the
11 NLA feaders. (AP) -




_Croatia/govt
plunges mnto
Crisis over,
ar-cnme

Za uly 8 (Reuters) Croati-
a’s ref ist government plunged
into a I¥e-and-death crisis today
over a decision to arrest and hand
over Croatians wanted by the UN
war crimes tribunal in The
Hague.

“The government has col-
lapsed!” blared the headline on
the front page of leading daily Ju-
tarnji List, underlining the gravi-
ty of the crisis reformists faced 18
months after dethroning national-
ists in elections.

Prime Minister Ivica Racan’s
coalition cabinet voted after a dra-
matic emergency meeting last
night to arrest and hand over sus-
pects named in two sealed indict-
ments to the Dutch-based tri-
bunal.

Four ministers including
deputy Prime Minister Goran
Granic from his key ally, the So-
cial Liberal party (HSLS), re-
signed over the decision. Racan
said he would ask parliament for a
confidence vote “very soon”.

The parliamentary vote can-
not be held before July 15 but the
ruling coalition was seen as likely
to survive it. The more serious
risk was a possible coalition split
or social unrest as a result of any
arrests.

At stake would be political and
economic reforms that have dra-
matiecally improved Croatia’s in-
ternational standing after a
decade of authoritarian rightist
rule. Financial cutbacks under
the reforms have been unpopular.

HSLS leader Drazen Budisa
told journalists the indictments
contained “unacceptable qualifi-
cations, including genocide and
ethnic cleansing”. /
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-Milosevic aide jailed on secrets charge

BELGRADE, JULY 7. Mr. Slobodan Mﬂosevic'é’w ’ \ﬂuring NATO’s 1999 bombing campaign of Calm descended around rebel positions
former chief of security, Mr. Rade Yugoslavia. The Hague Tribunal will use all across northern Macedonia as the
Markovic, was sentenced to one year in jail these sites in its case against Mr. Milosevic. ~Macedonian Army and police ceased their
on Friday for releasing state secrets. He is A fragile Macedonian ceasefire negotiated bombardment above the western town of
the first senior Milosevic ally to be by the NATO appeared to be holding on Tetovo, around the town of Kumanovo,
convicted since the reformers took over last Friday, despite fighting having continued and towards the village of Radusa on the
October. for hours after it had been meant to come  Kosovo- Macedonia border.— © Telegraph
. Mr. Markovic will also be tried on other ~ into force. Group Limited, London, 2001

charges, the most serious that he plotted
the assassination of a Belgrade journalist
and a botched assassination attempt on

Milosevic's old political enemy, Mr. Vuk

Draskavic.

The sentence is merely a legal way to
keep him in jail until he is tried on more
serious charges, according to a source close
to the case.

Prosecutors had hoped Mr. Markovic
would incriminate his former boss, Mr.
Milosevic. Demnocratic reformers wanted to
try the former President in Belgrade on _ o ey
charges that he ordered the murder of his
political;foes, but prosecutors lacked
evidence.

Mr. Markovic remained defiantly loyal to
Mr. Milosevic throughout the investigation,
refusing to implicate Mr. Milosevic or his
wife in any criminal affairs.

Mr. Markovic is not related to Mr.
Milosevic’s wife Mrs. Mira Markovic, but
she is credited for getting him the job as
head of State security. Confronted with
evidence, M. Markovic pleaded ignorance,
endlessly {;ﬁféﬁng: “1 didn't know that” or
“I had nothing to do with that”’, sources
close to the case said.

Mr. Markovic’s steadfast loyalty
prevented Serbian prosecutors from
building a strong case against Milosevic. At
the same time, the discovery of numerous
mass gravely across Serbia focused attention
on war crimgs, prompting Serb leaders to
give up theigguest to try Milosevic at : ;
home. This picture dated Nov. 30, 2000, shows the former Serbian secret police chief,

With more mass graves in Serbia being Mr. Rade Markovic (left) with the former Vice-President of Serbia,
found, Mr. Dusan Mihailovic, Serbian Mr. Milomir Minic during a visit to the checkpoint at the entrance to
Interior Minister, estimated that there were Veliki Tmovac village, on the border of the Serb-Kosove buffer zone.
800 ethnic Albanians buried in Serbia. They A Belgrade court on Friday sentenced Mr. Markovic to
were murdered immediately before and one year in prison. — AFP



A STEP BACK IN THE BALKANS R

IS IT AT all possible for multi-ethnic countries,
torn apart by the destructive force of hatred and

engeance, to be put back together? The one in-
disputable lesson from the experiences of the Bal-
kans region in the heart of Europe from 600 years
of divisive, bloody history is that achieving such
reunification is a near-impossible dream. A-re-

gion that has suffered the ravages of history md;e :

than most others is now witness to one more
questionable act by the Western nations, led by
the U.S. By forcing Yugoslavia, or what is left of it,
to surrender one of its leaders, Mr. Slobodan Mi-
losevic, whatever his crime, the West has just reit-
erated that it refuses to learn any lesson from
Balkan history. Its action in linking grant of des-
perately needed, life sustaining economic aid to
the handing over of the leader will be seen by
large sections of the Serbs as an act of humili-
ation. It has for now succeeded in laying its hands
on the Serb leader but runs the risk of turning a
moment of singular triumph into ultimate defeat.
By giving a handle and a rallying point to the
recently defeated hardliners in Serbia, the West
may be setting the region back on the much-trod-
den path of revenge and destruction. The seeds of
bitterness and hate are being sown again. There
certainly is no cause for celebration for the West
that one of the Balkans’ most vicious rulers has
been brought before an international tribunal to
face justice.

The arrest of Mr. Milosevic in April was wide-
ly hailed as the victory of forces of freedom and
moderation in Yugoslavia, now reduced to Serbia
and Montenegro thanks in the main to the Nazi-
style ethnic cleansing wars launched by him in
Croatia and Bosnia and finally Kosovo. In a short
span of three years, he inflicted the worst suf-
fering on Kosovo as the Serbs launched a cam-
paign of terror and mass deportation. Before the
U.S. and European nations could agree on in-
tervention and the launch of a controversial
bombing campaign to stop the reprehensive eth-

nic cleansing, half the population had been dis-
placed and a hundred thousand killed as the
multi-ethnic Yugoslavia that Marshal Tito
stitched together against great odds at the end of
World War II lay in shambles. The military cam-
paign and a sanctions regime forced Mr.;:Milosev-
ic to seek a mandate to govern and the man
whose authority was once' considered ‘beyond
question found himself rejected. Under 4 detno-
cratic regime, and as more and more evidefice of
his crimes against humanity were unearthed,
there was hope that he would be tried in his coun-
try by his own people who had shown extraordin-
ary courage in voting him out in the first
opportunity they got and followed it up by
thwarting his attempts to subvert the election ver-

dict to retain power. A .X

In this positive setting comég the decision to
hand Mr. Milosevic over to the crimes tribu-
nal in The Hague. Ironically, Washington’s insist-
ence on this handover and linking it to grant of
financial assistance can prove counter-produc-
tive, provoking a wave of sympathy for nationalist
hardliners in Serbia. Already, the moderate Presi-
dent has spoken out openly against the extradi-
tion. If the rejection of Mr. Milosevic in the
elections was a triumph of democracy and reason
and an affirmation that the people had had
enough of ethnic wars and self-inflicted suffer-
ings, the forced deportation of the former ruler
and undoubted hero is a slap in the face for the
nation. Not just the Serbs and their allies in Russia
but many in the rest of the world will have cause
to wonder also at the apparent double standards
that attend treatment of such ‘“criminals”. Cold
War friends and allies like Chile’s Pinochet have
been treated with kid gloves. The latest benefici-
ary is the former Peruvian President, Mr. Fujimo-
ri, who is wanted in hiscountry and has sought
and received the sapctuary of Japan, the land of
his ancestors.
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THE HAGUE, July 3. - Cool,
calm and totally defiant, Mr
Slobodan Milosevic today bran-
ded the Hague tribunal a front
to justify Nato’s 1999 bombing
of Yugoslavia and refused to
plead guilty or not guilty to the
war crimes charges against
him,

He refused headphones pre-
ferred to him by a UN court po-
liceman, saying, “That’s OK)”
and answered. the court in ac-
cented but clear Enghsh in a
firm tone. -

“That’s your problem,” Mr Mi-
losevic said dismissively when
presiding judge Mr Richard
May asked if he wanted the 32-
page indictment to be read out
in court. .

After consulting his colleagues
on the Bench, Mr May added:
“We will treat your response as
waiving your right to have the
indictment read.”

Urging Mr Milosevic to recon-
sider his decision’to appear
without benefit of the defence
counsel, Mr May -warned that

the proceedings-te eome would-

be long and complex:. He told
Mr Milosevic a plea of “not guil-
ty” was being entered on his be-
half,

During the 12-minute hear-
ing, the former Yugoslav Presi-
dent and Serbian nationalist

hero gazed impassively at the

losevic defies

Slobodan Milosevic appears before the UN war crimes tribunal in The Hague on Tuesday. — AP{PTI

chlef prosecutor, Mr Carla Del
Ponte, the three-man judges’
panel-and journalists.

A wall of 11 bullet-proof glass
panes, floor to ceiling, separa-
ted him from the gallery.

Mr Milosevic waited about five
minutes in this goldfish bowl for
the Bench to take its place but
never lost his composure.

At the very first opportunity,
he said the tribunal was illegal.

“l consider this tribunal a
false tribunal and  the indict-
ment a false ipdictment,” he

said. “It is illegal. So I have no
need to appoint counsel to an il-
legal organisation.”

Mr Milosevic had dismissed
his two Belgrade defence attor-
neys on Monday and therefore
sat alone on the defence side of
the special court, flanked by
two guards.

Dressed in a well-pressed,
dark blue suit with white shirt
and a red-blue-and-white stri-
ped tie, he stood with his hands

lightly folded in front of him«

when asked to do so as the

judges entered and at the ad-
journment.

“This trial's aim is to produce
false justification for the war
crimes committed by Nato in
Yugoslavia,” he told the court.

Mr May admonigshed him po-
htely, saying: “MrMJlosev1c, this
is not the time for speeches.”
More information: The USA
signalled readiness to. provide
additional information .to th
international war crimes tpitsu-

dan Milosevic.

“I'd say that we've provided a
lot of information to the tribu- |
nal and would be prepared to
provide additional information |
as necessary,” the state depart-
ment spokesman, Mr Richard
Boucher, told reporters yester-

day.
However, he didn’t specify if

the new information would con-
tain declassified intelligence |
data legal experts say would be |
necessary to win a conviction.

Mr Milosevic, who was extra-
dited to The Hague last week,
has to face forsnal charges to-.
day over his'rele in the crack-
down on ethmic Albanians in
Kosovo that prompied a Nato
bombing campaign in 1999.

He will have 30 days to enter
a plea.

He is also likely to face future
tndictments over atrocities
committed by Serb forces dur-
ing the wars in Croatia and
Bosnia following the break up
of the former Yugoslavia.

About 200,000 people peri-
shed in these conflicts.

Mr Boucher ssid the USA had |
shipped to the Hague extensive |
information about Serb atreci-
ties in Kos6vo.,
forensic team visited
ovo shortly after the end
of the Nato bombing campaign
and partlclpated in the probe
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— Milosevic team
1 to |mp||cate”\
UK. leaders -

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 2. Britain’s joy over

the humiliation of the deposed
. Yugoslav leader, Mr. Slobodan
. Milosevic, facing trial at The .
Hague for atrocities in the
Kosovo conflict, has been
tempered by reports that three
former British Foreign
Secretaries may need to do
some explaining for their
. alleged role in propping up his
' regime at the height of the
- bloodshed.

. It has been reported that Mr.
Milosevic’s defence team plans

. to name Lord Hurd, Lord

Carrington and Lord Owen as

among leading Western

negotiators whose actions

helped him to remain in power.

The team is expected to allege

* that they had “secret deals”

. with him, according to The
' Sunday Telegraph which said it
was part of the Milosevic team's

. strategy to “implicate British
and American diplomatic
figures in the bloody break-up

i of Xugoslavia.” “They will claim

at he was given a ‘green light’

for many of his most

' controversial actions, including

- the use of force, by Western
Governments”’, the newspaper
said.

It quoted one of Mr.
Milosevic’s lawyers as saying
that British peers and Foreign
Office diplomats were involved
in negotiating peace deals
designed to keep him in power
despite his record. “Milosevic’s
jawyers plan to call former
peace envoys to give evidence.
These include Lord Cartrington,
the chief negotiator for the
European Union in 1991-92;
Lord Owen who co- brokered
the 1993 Vance-Owen peace
deal; and Richard Holbrooke,
the American who brokered the
Dayton accord on Bosnia", The
Sunday Telegraph said.

The Guardian today
confirmed that a key element in
Mr. Milosevic’s defence strategy
would be to disclose the “long
list of Western statesmen and
officials who were eager to
negotiate with him in the

1990s”. It said: “Lord Hurd,
wht as Douglas Hurd, was

British Foreign Secretary until
1995 was especially criticised in
Bosnia and Croatia for his
perceived pro-Serb bias in the
mid-90s.” It also highlighted his
“key role” in propping up the
Milosevic regime by negotiating
a billion-dollar privatisation
deal which provided Mr.
Milosevic “‘with his war chest
for his Kosovo campaign in
1998-99.”

The Telegraph, in a report
today, said Lord Hurd
negotiated the deal in 1996 after
he left the Government to
become deputy chairman of
Natwest Markets. Lord Hurd
denied any impropriety saying
the deal happened after the
Kosovo crisis had blown over
and "‘we were trying to make
Milosevic see sense’’. “I don't
quite see how it could be
connected with any accusations
about atrocities”, he told the
paper.

Lord Owen shrugged off the
controversy saying: ‘1 am sure
lots of things will be claimed.
There were no secret deals
while I was around.” A senior
Foreign Office official was
quoted as saying that Britain's
“hands are clean” but he
pointed a finger at France
which, he said, “may well be
nervous about its friendly
relationship with Milosevic righ
upto 1999.”

The embarrassing disclosures
climaxed a week of
“celebration” in political and
media circles here over the fate
of Mr. Milosevic gleefully
described as the “Butcher of
Belgrade”. Conscious of NATO’s
contentious role in the Balkan
conflict and the cash-for-
extradition deal which made
Mr. Milosevic's journey to The
Hague possible, the more liberal
sections of the British media
have emphasised that his trial
must be conducted in the most
exemplary fashion possible.
it is crucial that justice is not
only done but that it is seen to
be done in every detail”, The
Observer said in an editorial
arguing that the trial should be
a ‘“‘model of fairness, no matter
that most believe Milosevic to
be guilty.”
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§ugoslav politicos
battle to save umon

Rory Carroll
Belgrade July 2

YUGOSLAVIA'S CONTINUED
existence hung in the balance
last night as politicians tried to
cobble together a new Federal
Government without calling
fresh elections which could
allow Mofitenegrin separatists
to break from Serbia.

President Vojislav Kostunica
will today lead an attempt to
save the federation by wooing
back into the Government a
Montenegrin Socialist party

which quit in protest at the.

hand over of Slobodan Milose-
vic to the UN war crimes tri-
bunal in the Hague.

Serbian Prime Minister,
Zoran Djindjic, yesterday
moved to defuse the crisis by
calling for constitutional
reform and playing down dif-
ferences within the reformist
alliance. “We must find a con-
cept for a reformed federation
and then put it to the people in
Montenegro as a possible solu-
tion to this crisis,” he said.

Elections were unlikely in
theishort term, he added, but if
the! two republics failed to
agree on a new state concept
“then we should just separate”.
He has suggested that the feder-
ation’s functions should be
reduced.

Kostunica and Djindjic are
expected to come up with a list
of reshuffled cabinet ministers

‘YUGOSLAVIA DESTABRISED
Moscow, July 2

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Viadimir
Putin warned on Monday that the
extradition of former Yugoslav
president Slobodan Milosevic to
the UN war crimes court had

“destabilised” Yugoslavia and its
leadership. “Yugoslavia is desta-
bilised, its president is desta-
bilised. We-are on the verge of a
collapse of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia,” he said at a Press

L—conference

to placate Montenegro's Social-
ist People’s party (SNP). The
tiny repubhc is Serbia’s last
partner in the Yugoslav federa-
tion.

The SNP, which favours the
federation, hinted that it would
rejoin the Government despite
its fury at last Thursday’s sud-
den handover. Kostunica
expressed confidence that it
would return.

The Guardian
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By CARLOTTA GALL
New York Times Service

?s?\/\

Belgrade, June 30: The Yugoslav

Prime Minister resigned.on Friday

in protest against the extradition
of Slobedan Milosevic to The
Hague tribunal, causing the col-
lapse of the Yugoslav.government
and opening the firstcracks in the
alliance of democratic reformers
who removed him from power
eight months ago.

Prime Minister Zoran Zizic,
leader of the Montenegrin faction
in the Yugoslav government, for-
mer allies of Milosevic,
announced his resignation on Fri-
day. “It can be said that the Feder-

o

al Repubhc of Yugos]awa is at the
beginning of a crisis,” he told the

- press after meeting with President

Vojislav Kostunica. -
Hig action will automatically

" cause the Yugoslav government to

fall, although ministers will con-
tinue working as.a caretaker gov-
ernment until a new one is
formed, or until new parliamen-
tary elections are called.

Mr Kostunica’s position as Pres-
ident of Yugoslavia remains unaf-
fected since he is directly elected.
It was not clear how Mr Kostunica
would resolve the politigal crisis
but he announged that he would
appoint a prime minister-designate
on Monday and womld choose

- -

someone who would continuc the
same programme of reform.

Mr Zizic said his-Montenegrin
Party would not participate in a
future government but said he had
asked Mr Kostunica to work to
preserve Yugoslavia. The
Yugoslav gov-
emment and Par-
liament, formed
from deputies
from the two
republics that make up Yugoslavia
~ Serbia and her much smaller
sister republic, Montenegro — are
increasingly being revealed as
unworkable anachronism.

While Mr Kostunica’s personal

popularity and authority remain -

WAR CRIMES

strong, the federation in many
ways does not function. Milose-
vic’s extradition has also revealed
new cracks in the alliance that
brought Mr Kostunica to power.
His party announced on Friday
that it was breaking away from the
alliance’s
parliamen-
tary block in

erblan and
Yugoslav Parliaments.

The move will not bring any
immediate change but it showed
the differences that are growing
between Mr Kostunica, who
opposed the extradition, and the
reformers led by Prime Minister

éewc’ transfer

Zoran jindjic, who pushed it
through.

But even as several thousand
supporters of Milosevic rallied on
Friday evening in front of the
Yugoslav Parliament, it seemed
that the political fallout of the
extradition could not threaten the
reformists.

Mr D_]lﬂdjlc defended his gov-
ernment’s action to extradite
Milosevic forcefully on Friday
morning on the Belgrade radio
station B92. “Any other solution
except cooperation would Jead the
country to disaster,” Mr Djindjic
said.

His move had been backed by all
the ministers in his government

K x4 i AR e

except one from Mr Kostunica’s
party, he said.

He added that he had discussed
the extradition with Mr Kostunica
and had warned him that his gov-

‘ernment could not respect an order

from the constitutional court —
packed with Milosevic-era
appointees not to carry out the
extradition.

Mr Djindjic said that after the
constitutional court decision, it
was clear that the Serbian republi-
can government had to take
responsibility. Belgrade newspa-
pers published pictures of Milose-
vic as he was escorted to a waiting
helicopter to take him to.afi air

o~
base in Bosnia. -
~ .



w0 wp-His luck runs out

HEY SOLD him for
less than thirty
pieces of silver.
What is a billion
dollars in today’s world? Slobo-
dan Milosevic has been betrayed,
sold by corrupt, greedy, power
hungry politicians who want to
line their own pockets. Quite a bit
of the money will go back to the
donor countries by way of pay-
ments to companies contracted
to build our roads and infrastruc-
ture, re-start our factories. As usu-
al, us poor folks will get nothing.”

A Yugoslav worker, Mr. Boban
Stavic (52), is furious over the un-
seemly haste with which the for-
mer Yugoslav President was
handed over to the International
Criminal Tribunal on the Former
Yugoslavia at The Hague.

In return for aid pledges of $
1.28 billions from the world’s
richest nations, the Serbian Prime
Minister, Mr. Zoran Djindjic, and
his Government over-ruled the
Yugoslav Constitutional Court
that banned the extradition on
Thursday.

Mr, Stavic is not alone in
screaming out his anger. Thou-
sands of Yugoslavs took to the

(¢

| streets to protest Mr. Milosevic’s
. arbitrary removal to The Hague.

Yugoslavia once again lurched to-
wards political uncertainty as the

' Federal Prime Minister, Mt. Zo-

ran Zizic, resigned and other for-
mer Montenegrin allies of Mr.
Milosevic threatened to lead a
split between the country's two
remaining republics, Serbia and
the much smaller Montenegro.

About 6,000 supporters of Mr.
Milosevic, some shouting ‘“Trea-
sont” and ‘“Let’s Rise Up!”,
massed in front of Belgrade's Fed-
eral Parliament to protest the Ser-
bian Government decision to
surrender the former Yugoslav
President.

“This is outrage. This is bandi-

‘. try. This is a blatant violation of

all laws,” said Mr. Miodrag Sekul-
ic, 56, a retired teacher from Bel-

i grade and a Milosevic supporter,

as he painted a fresh banner say-
ing: “We will arrest the traitors”.
But the turnout was smaller

 than expected, and it showed how

popular support for Mr. Milosevic
has dwindled since his nationalist

\ campaigns led to four Balkan

wars. Most Serbs expressed relief

! at the prospect of putting his 13-
i year era of minous rule behind

them. i
“This man, brought a once-
proud country to its knees. He
must pay for;his misdeeds. Now
we live in total poverty. In the past
couple of months enormous evi-
"ence of systematic mass killings
" Albanians in Kosovo has been
edrthed. The man was a mon-
-, Besides these are times for
ymatism. We desperately need

Mr. Slobodan Milosevic’s extradition has
caused Yugoslavia to once again lurch towards

political uncertainty. Vaiju Naravane reports.

western aid for reconstruction
and development,” says political
analyst Branka Bogdanovic,

The Yugoslav Federal Presi-
dent, Mr. Vojislav Kostounica,
however, denounced the decision
to hand over the man he replaced
as “illegal and unconstitutional”,
saying the extradition was carried
out without respect for legal pro-
cedure. His party, Demaocratic
Party of Serbia (DOS), angry at the
extradition, decided on Friday to
leave the parliamentary groups of
the ruling DOS reformist alliance
and demanded a reshuffle of Gov-
ernments on both levels. But par-
ty leaders said this did not mean
they were leaving the 18-party
DOS, which united to oust Mr.
Milosevic last October.

Mr. Dijindjic, who pushed
through the extradition, said Yu-
goslavia had no choice but to turn
over Mr. Milosevic or face renew-

ed international isolation and the
loss of much-needed foreign aid.
“Basically his head went for $1.3
billion,” said the Sarajevo-born
film director, Mr. Emir Kusturica.

The political resignations, how-
ever, mean the collapse of the
Cabinet, which is made up of Ser-
bia’s pro-demacracy officials and
Ministers from Montenegro. Mr.
Kostunica can now propose a new
Prime Minister, but if that is re-
jected in Parliament, he will have
to call new federal elections.

Mr. Kostunica met army lead-
ers to discuss the mounting ten-
sions. A terse statement after the
talks said the crisis “‘must be re-
solved by political means’".

The extradition was welcomed
by Ms. Carla del Ponte, the United
Nations’ chief war crimes prose-
cutor, .who said the handover
meant others who did Mr. Milo-
sevic's bidding in a decade of Bal-

Mr. Slobodan Milosevic... paying for his crimes.

ey

kans conflict and ethnic cleansing
could be brought to trial. She was
referring to Mr. Radovan Karazdic
and General Ratko Mladic, the
Bosnian Serb political and mili-
tary leaders who are charged with
genocide for the widespread
torture and massacre of Muslims
and Croats during the war in Bos-
nia-Hercegovina.

The first head of state to be in-
dicted for war crimes while in of-
fice, Mr. Milosevic has been given
three days by the U.N. tribunal to
prepare for a first court appear-
ance on Tuesday morning.

Mr. Milosevic and his aides,
who all occupied high state posi-
tions at the time the indictment
was issued, are accused of deport-
ing 740,000 ethnic Albanians from
Kosovo and of murdering 340 Al-
banians identified before May 24,
1999, when the indicunent was
confirmed by a judge, during NA-
TO's bombing campaign against
Yugoslavia. An estimated 20,000
died in the Croatian war of inde-
pendence that ended in 1995. In
Bosnia, fighting between 1992
and 1995 killed over 200,000. In
Kosovo in 1998-99 an estimated
10,000 died in Serbian ethnic
cleansing.

Toppled last October, Mr. Milo-
sevic had brandished a gun and
threatened to shoot himself three
months ago rather than submit to
his initial arrest. If convicted on
the four charges, including three
of crimes against humanity in the
Serbian province of Kosovo, the
59-year-old fallen strongman
faces a maximum of life in jail.

Prosecutors are still consider-
ing further charges relating to
wars in Croatia and Bosnia. Ms.
Del Ponte said they could still
charge him with the ultimate
crime at the tribunal — genocide.

Mr. Milosevic who underwent
an initial medical examination af-
ter being delivered by helicopter
to the walled compound of Sche-
veningen prison has summoned
an eight-man defense team from
home.

Throwing a damper on the
West's enthusiasm over Mr. Milo-
sevic’s extradition, the Russian
Foreign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov,
said it could bring about a further
split in Yugoslavia as the interna-
tional community battles to avert
a war in Macedonia.

“This will without doubt play
into the hands of separatists in
Kosovo and Montenegro wanting
to leave the (Yugoslav) federa-
tion,” Mr. lvanov said in a state-
ment. “They will probably not
pass up the chance to use the cur-
rent situation... it is not difficult to
imagine what it could lead t0.”
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SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC was
imprisoned here today — a
humiliating end to his battle to
avoid prosecution before the UN
war crimes tribunal for “crimes
against humanity”.

The Tribunal ordered him to
make his first court appearance
on Tuesday to hear charges for
his part in a decade of Balkan
wars that claimed hundreds of
thousands of lives. Tribunal

officials expected him to be.

arraigned within a week.

The former Yugoslav Presi-
dent, behind bars at The Hague,
underwent an initjal medical
examination after being deliv-
- ered by helicopter to the walled
compound of Scheveningen
prison in the early hours of the
morning, then spent his first
night ih international custody.

- He was shown by Dutch tele-
~ vision being led across the
" prison yard by two guards in the
only, fleeting footage of his
familiar white hair and portly
figure to be captured during the
drama. There were ho reports of
medical problems.

Milosevic, the first former
head of state to face the UN court,
was handed over Thursday by:
Serb officials, despite a Yugoslav
court ruling that barred his
extradition to stand trial for
alleged atrocities in Kosovo.

Victim of a ruined n

Belgrade, June 29

SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC refus-
ed to acknowledge electoral de-
feat. He refused to surrender
when police came to his door or
to accept a warrant from the UN
War Crimes Tribunal. But none
of that helped him in the end.

Faced with the loss of $1 bil-
lion in foreign aid desperately
needed to repair the damage
from his 13 years in power,
Yugoslavia’s new leaders sent
Milosevic packing today en
route to The Hague to face the
UN War Crimes Tribunal for
alleged crimes against humani-
ty committed during a crack-
down he ordered in 1989.

Milosevic’s successor, Vojislav
Kostunica, had resisted extradit-
ing the former President, claim-
ing national honour dictated
that he should answer to his own
people first for the misery he
had brought them.

In the end, however, the Gov-
" ernment bowed to international
demands — the price.it had to
pay for millions of dollars in aid
desperately needed to repair the
economic misery left by Milose-
vic’s misrule..

It was an ignoble end for the

“ It’s payback

AP PHOTO/COURTESY NOS TELEVISION

Slobodan Milosevic {centra) escorted by two men into Scheveningen
prison in The Hague on Friday, in this TV image — the only available one.

A Tribunal spokesman, Jim
Landale, said Milosevic spent an
uneventful first night in the UN
wing of the Dutch prison. He was
assigned temporarily to a private
cell, pending a final decision on
whether he will be segregated
from the 38 other war crimes
defendants, Landale added.

Milosevic and the others fac-
ing charges stemming from the
Balkan wars are housed in a spe-
cial prison unit spread over four
floors with 12 cells each,
patrolled by UN guards. Inmates

master tactician who had man- :

aged for years to sell himself as
the hero of the Serhs despite los-
ing four wars, impoverishing his
people and turning Yugoslavia
into an international pariah.

As his country sank into eco-
nomic, political and social ruin,
Milosevic’s people abandoned
him —first in an election in Sep-
tember during which he refused
to concede defeat and again two
weeks later when hundreds of

Yugoslavia: |

in the UN wing each have their
own 17-by-10-foot cell, with show-
er, toilet, washbasin and desk.
The dramatic decision to
deliver Milosevic to the tribunal
threatened to plunge the Balkan
country into a political crisis.
Milosevic’s successor, Voji-
slav Kostunica, has denounced
the handover as “illegal and
unconstitutional”.

West hails move, Russia angry

President Bush praised Yugo-
slavia for handing over Milose-

THE JOURNEY TO DOOM: FROM A CHARISMATIC MASS LEADER T0 A HUMILIATED WAR CRIMINAL

thousands rose up in Belgrade
and forced him to concede..

On April 1, Milosevic finally
surrendered to police after a cha-
otic 26-hour standoff at his villa.

He was jailed pending a inves-
tigation into charges by the new,
pro-democracy Yugoslav Gov-
ernment of corruption and
abuse of power.

However, authorities were

‘unable to build a solid case
against Milosevic, claiming he

time

vic, saying the move showed the
Balkan nation wants to turn
away from “its tragic past and
toward a brighter future”.

US officials said the adminis-
tration planned to make a pledge
in the range of about $100 mil-
lion for a Yugoslav assistance
package. '

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair hailed the handover as “a
thoroughly good thing”. Bel-
gian - Foreign Minister Louis
Michel said the Yugoslav gov-
ernment was “turning over a
dark page in European history”.

The Russians reacted angrily.
The move set a “bad precedent”
and further destabilise
Yugoslvia, its leaders said. Its
lawmakers fear that some day
the West may seek the extradi-
tion of President Boris Yeltsin

and other Russian leaders for -

“war crimes” in Chechnya.

“Five-ten years from now, if
the situation changes and Rus-
sia further weakens, the West
may seek extradition of Yeltsin
and even Putin,” nationalist
lawmaker Alexy Mitrofanov
cautioned in a live interview on
NTV minutes after the news of
Milosevic’s extradition broke+
last night.

Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov has said the extradi-
tion will encourage the seces-
sionist forces in the Balkans.

for Slobodan

STILL A HERO: Hundreds of Milosevic supporters demdnstrate at Belgrade in front of Aﬁny headquarters

AP  damaged during Nato bombing against the former President’s extradition.

had carefully covered his tracks.

In prison, Milosevic remained
as defiant as ever. He refused to
accept an arrest warrant when a
UN War Crimes Tribunal official
showed up at his jail cell May 3.
The official eventually left it
tucked between the bars on the
tiny window of his cell door.

He was jailed pending a inves-
tigation into charges by the new
Government of corruption and
abuse of power.

That warrant focuses solely on
Kosovo. It accused Milosevic and
four subordinates of orchestrat-
ing a “campaign of terror and
violence” in 1999 against ethnic
Albanians that included system-
atic murders and deportations.

The Serbian province at the
heart of his downfall was also
the launch-pad for his Machi-
avellian leap from little-known
Communist Party apparatchik
to Serbian hero. AP

000 years of ethnic bloodhath

AP PHOTO

ation hungry for dollars Yugoslav PM steps

down in protest

Belgrade, June 29

DISMAYED BY Slobodan Milose-
vic's extradition to the UN War
Crimes Tribunal, the Yugoslav
Prime Minister and his Montene-
grin allies in the federal govern-
ment announced their resigna-
tion on Friday.

The move by Zoran Zizic and
other former Milosevic allies
could lead to early fegeral elec-
tions for Yugoslavia and possibly
even hasten a split between
its two remaining republics, Ser-
bia and the much smaller Mon-
tenegro.

The officials said their resig-
nation meant the collapse of the
Cabinet, which is made up of
Serbia’s pro-democracy officials
and ministers from Montenegro
who turned their backs on
Milosevic after his ouster last
October.

The Montenegrin officials, who
met in the republic’s capital Pod-
gorica, said in a statement that
Milosevic’s extradition to the Tri-
bunal in The Netherlands was
“jllegal and urconstitutional”
and “jeopardises the functioning

of Yugoslavia and its existence”.

The leader of the Montenegrin
factiott, Predrag Bulatovic, said
the move means “the fall of the
Government” and an end of the
Serb-Montenegrin coalition on
the federal level.

About 3,000 Milosevic support-
ers rallied last night in Belgrade,
chanting, “Treason.” Some
turned on television crews cover-
ing the demonstration.

At the headquarters of Milose-
vic’s Socialist Party, Zivadin
Jovanovic, the party’s acting
head, said the handover amount-
ed to a coup d'etat. “What hap-
pened is that Djindjic suspended
the constitutional system of
Yugoslavia,” Jovanovic said
“Djindjic introduced dictator-
ship, and the responsibility for
that lies on him and all others
who did nothing to prevent this.”

Djindjic, however, said there
was no choice for Yugoslavia but
to surrender Milosevic or face
renewed international isolation
and a freeze on financial aid,
leading to “unprecedented
humiliation”.

AP

. A view of the high-tech prison where Milosev
kept while standing trial.

AFP FILE PHOTO
ic will be

MILLENNIA OF fighting has left the
Balkans with ethnic hatred as its most
prominent legacy. Polarisation through the
ages bred generations of hatred — of Serbs
for Croats, Croats for Slovenes, Slovenes
for Montenegrins, Montenegrins for Mus-
lims, Muslims for Macedonians, and Mace-
donians for Albanians.

After the Slavic tribes’ arrival in the sev-

“enth century, ethnic groups formalised

into nations. The Great Schism between
the Roman and Byzantine churches in 1054
would lead to further divisions among the
inhabitants of the Balkans.

_ Serbia remained independent until 1389,
when it fell to the Ottoman Turks. Foreign

_domination of the region lasted 400 years.

Serb nationalism took centrestage in
1914 when an assassin who advocated Serb
expansion assassinated Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne, in Bosnia. This gave a pretext for
World War 1. Following the war, the Serbs
annexed Bosnia and then joined Croatia
and Slovenia to form one nation under the

Serb king, which was named the Kingdom
* of Yugoslavia (South Slavs) in 1929.

After World War II, when a Nazi sup-
ported Croatian regime slaughtered thou-
sands of Serbs, Jews and Gypsies, a Com-
munist Government, under Josip Broz
Tito, created Yugoslavia, joining together
Slovenia, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro

and Serbia. Tito’s Government broke with *

Soviet leader Joseph Stalin in 1948 and
became a staunch ally of the West, which
helped finance a socialist Yugoslav State.

After Tito’s death in 1980, the country
began to dissolve. The first free elections
held in Yugoslavia in 1990 brought nation-
alists to power. Slovenia and Croatia
declared independence in June 1991,

Macedonia voted for independence in
1991 and Nato peacekeepers were sent to
the region to prevent bloodshed.

The Muslims of Bosnia declared inde-
pendence in 1992, but Serbs and Croats
fought to remain allied with respective
nations. A war left thousands dead and mil-
lions displaced.

Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic was
accused of supplying the Serb side with
material and moral support. Years of sanc-
tions on Serbia helped change Milosevic’s
position. He became a peace broker during
a conference held in Dayton, Ohio in 1995
and a fragile peace was established.

In 1991, a self-proclaimed ethnic Alban-
ian parliament voted for independence but
only their cousins in Albania recognised
the territory as a sovereign nation. Serbs
reacted to the movement with violence.

The Kosovo Liberation Army began
attacking Serb targets in 1996. The Yugoslav
military began retaliation in 1998. The UN
and Nato tried to get both sides to sign a
peace deal, but diplomatic efforts collapsed
in early 1999. Albanians fled the province
and Nato air strikes began on March 24.

Milosevic buckled only after Russia
came to an agreement with the West and
added its voice to the calls for Serb with-
drawal from Kosovo.

That was the beginning of his end.

AP

AFP FILE PHOTO
A 1999 photo shows covered coffins of 18 Muslims being
buried in the Vlakovo cemetery. They were killed by
Serbs in 1992 and their bodies exhu from a mass
grave site in Kalinovik .
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“Macedonia teeters

on bl‘ll§ t)ae-yp

Skopje, June 26 (Reuters). Mace-
donia strayed perilously close to
wider conflict today, as fresh
clashes overnight followed fierce
protests in the capital by Slavs en-
raged by a Western bid to stop the
army attacking ethnic Albanian
rebels. '

Local residents in the unstable
northwestern city of Tetovo, near
the border with Kosovo, said there
was heavy firing early in the
morning. Army spokesman
Blagoja Markovski said ethnic Al-
banian rebels had been attacking
security forces in the mountains
above the city and at some posts
on the outskirts of Tetovo
overnight and in the morning, but
on a lesser scale. The troops re-
sponded, he said.

Washington urged the majori-
ty Slavs and minority Albanians
in the former Yugoslav republic to
stay calm. Britain’s foreign secre-
tary Jack Straw called off a visit,
saying it would now be inappro-
priate. The European Union said
President ‘Boris Trajkovski re-
1 mained in control and would
address Macedonia later in the
day.

Yesterday, one policeman was
killed and five wounded in clashes
around Tetovo.

The capital Skopje was quiet
in the morning after a fierce
protest late on Monday in which
police reservists broke into parlia-
ment and fired volleys into the air
from Kalashnikovs.

Thousands of Macedonians,
including some unarmed army
conscripts, cheered them on.

“Albanians to the gas cham-

o

An Albanian refugee family arrives in Kosovo at the
Kosovo-Macedonian border crossing of Jazince. (AFP)

bers! Give us weapons!” people
chanted while others fired shots
in the air from the square.

The numbers grew as news
spread that the policeman had
been killed. Macedonia’s hawkish
interior minister Ljube Boskovski
slammed Nato for escorting “ter-
rorists” out of the village of Ara-
cinovo near Tetovo under a cease-
fire deal and pledged to wipe the
rebels out.

“Peace will be restored only
when we clean up terrorists from
the state,” he told reporters out-
side parliament.

“How can we have a ceasefire

when they killed a policeman and
wounded three right above Teto-
vo?” he said, before being chased
back inside the parliament build-
ing by the angry mob.

Fighting in Tetovo broke out
shortly after the guerrillas left
Aracinovo under an escort inclug-
ing US, French and Italian sol-
diers as well as international
monitors.

The evacuation had been
meant as a first step towards eas-
ing tensions and edging towards a
political settlement involvin
rebel disarmament in return fr
more rights for the minority,
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/Milosevic to
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challenge decree

BELGRADE, JUNE 24. A decree en-
abling the former Yugoslav
strongman, Mr. Slobodan Milo-
sevic's extradition to the U.N. War
Crimes Tribunal went into effect
today, and the former President’s
lawyer said he would challenge
the government measure in Yu-
goslavia’s constitutional court.

Mr. Toma Fila, head of Mr. Mi-
losevic’'s 10-member defence
team, talked with his client at the
Belgrade central prison, inform-
ing him of the details of the de-
cree adopted by the Yugoslav
Government the day before in a
session boycotted by some Minis-
ters. E - Mu

Mr. Fila’has ‘assailéd the mea-
sure as “legal piracy,” claiming
that under Yugoslavia’s constitu-
tion, cooperation with The Neth-
erlands-based Tribunal can only
be regulated through a law and
not by a government decree.

“This was a political decision
and it renders the law helpless
against such bullying methods,”
Mr. Fila said. He said Mr. Milosev-
ic had given him instructions for
subsequent moves but would not
divulge any details before tomor-

row. Q,,
The decreé — adopte
years after the UN tribun

|

|

dicted Mr. Milosevic for alfeged 5
crimes against humanity in Koso- °

vo — cleared the way for for-
mer President and other Yugoslav
suspects to be sent to the U.N. tri-
bunal by overriding legislation
banning the extradition of Yugos-
lav citizens.

The west has indicated that dis-
bursement of billions of dollars of
aid for Yugoslavia, impoverished
during Mr. Milosevic's 13-year

rule, is linked to the authorities’ |

willingness to extradite him to the

tribunal at The Hague, The Neth-

erlands. — AP
P
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MILOSEV}E\/)?(GOSLAVIA MEETS DONOR NATIONS’ DEMAND

A-Cabinet spllt over extradition

BELGRADE (Y§GOSLAVIA), JUNE 23.
The Yugoslav Government adopt-
ed a decree on Saturday to clear
the way for Mr. Slobodan Milo-
sevic's extradition to the U.N. war
crimes tribunal.

The former President’s extradi-
tion is a key Western condition for
Yugoslavia to receive billions in
aid money. The Information Min-
ister, Mr. Slobodan Orlic, said
some ‘“‘minor changes” were
made to the decree, but it “in-
cludes extradition” to the U.N.
tribunal. No other details from
the document were immediately
available.

[t was not known when Mr. Mi-
losevic would be extradited to The
Hague, Netherlands. Government
officials said on condition of ano-
nymity that the decree would take
effect on Sunday, after it is pub-
lished in Yugoslavia’s official ga-
zette.

Ministers from Serbia’s pro-de-
mocracy coalition drafted the de-
cree on Friday after abandoning
efforts to push a bill through the
Yugoslav Parliament on coopera-
tion with the U.N. tribunal. The
Cabinet session went ahead de-
spite opposition to the decree by
Government  Ministers  from
Montenegro, the smaller republic
that together with Serbia forms
Yugoslavia. Pro- democracy Serb
officials lack a majority in the
Federal Parliament, but have
enough strength in the Federal
Cabinet to pass the decree with-
out their junior partner.

Montenegrin Ministers boycot-
ted the meeting and offered to re-
sign from the Cabinet — a move
that could lead to early elections.
The decree was intended to pro-
vide a legal basis for cooperation
with the U.N. court, including ex-
tradition of Yugoslav citizens — a
move banned by current legisla-
tion. “Yugoslavia’'s international
obligation as a U.N. member state
is to cooperate with The Hague

The former Yugosiav President, Mr. Slobodan Milosevic (right),
and the former chief of police, public security, Mr. Vlastimir
Djordjevic, seen in this file photo in Belgrade, in October, 1997.

tribunal,” said Mr. Nebojsa Covic,
a Serb pro-democracy leader, be-
fore the session. “We must no
longer allow ourselves to be Milo-
sevic's hostages.”

Only a couple of dozen Milo-
sevic supporters gathered outside
the Federal administration build-
ing to protest the Cabinet meet-
ing, chanting “down with the

NATO Government” and “trea-
son.” The decision on extraditing
war crimes suspects such as Mr.
Milosevic has become increasing-
ly urgent ahead of a key donors
conference in Brussels, Belgium.

The United States and other
Western countries insist that Mr.
Milosevic face justice at the tribu-
nal or Yugoslavia risks losing bil-

lions of dollars in desperately
needed financial assistance.

The decree was designed to
give the Prime Minister and his
Cabinet from Serbia or Montene-
gro — depending on which re-
public the defendant is from —
final authority to decide on extra-
dition. The Serbian Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Zoran Djindjic, strongly
supports Mr. Milosevic’s extradi-
tion. The Yugoslav President, Mr.
Vojislav Kostunica, who initially
rejected the idea of sending Mr.
Milosevic to The Hague, also
backs the extradition efforts now.

Montenegrin Ministers, who
were once allied with Mr. Milo-
sevic, remained resolute in their
opposition, claiming the court is
biased. Their adamant stand has
led to speculation they still hold
some loyalties to the former pres-
ident, even though they officially
switched sides after his ouster last
October.

Pro-democracy parties in Mon-
tenegro, who have been pushing
for independence from Serbia,
boycotted the last Federal elec-
tions. Shortly before the Cabinet
meeting, the Montenegrin Minis-
ters from the Socialist People’s
Party announced they would not
attend to protest the decree and
offered to resign their ministerial
posts. The resignations must be
approved by the party’s main
board, however.

Mr. Milosevic has been in Bel-
grade’s central prison since April
1 pending an investigation into
allegations of corruption and
abuse of power during his 13-year
rule. But the U.N. tribunal wants
him tried in The Hague for alleged
war crimes against ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosovo. Mr. Milosevic's
crackdown on Kosovo's ethnic Al-
banians led to NATO’s 1999
bombing campaign that ultimate-
ly forced Serb troops out of the
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southern province.— AP




acedonia ignores Nato, resumes

as%%lt on Albanian rebel positions

Ilinden (Macedonia), June 23

MACEDONIA RESUMED its
assault on a village held by eth-
nic Albanian guerrillas on Sat-
urday despite a blunt Nato
warning to stop and the arrival
of a top Western envoy hoping
to revive peace talks.

Ignoring Nato pleas to stop
the "madness," Mi-24 helicopter
gunships swooped in on Araci-
novo for a second day and tanks
slammed shells into a village
the Macedonians have vowed to
recapture in a risky bid to seize
the upper hand.

Reuters beside the nearby
Athens-Belgrade highway saw
troops exchanging machinegun
fire inside Aracinovo, just six
miles from Skopje, and plumes
of smoke rose from its battered
rooftops as the artillery bom-
bardment continued.

"The infantry are already in
the village,” army spokesman

Blagoja Markovski said. "We
have already retaken one third
of it, but we do not expect to
conquer it fully today.”

Western diplomats doubt the
army has enough effective troops
to pull it off. They suggest the
main objective may be a show of
strength to put pressure on
Albanian parties to drop dem-
ands for wholesale constitutional

.changes as part of a peace accord.

"They want to be seen to be
doing something while they re-
invent the plan,” one envoy said.
"It achieves nothing unless it's
for the Macedonian media."

Flurry of diplomacy

A Su-25 warplane roared over
downtown Skopje and the area
around Aracinovo four times
Saturday morning, as European

Union foreign affairs chief-

Javier Solana arrived on his lat-
est mission to coax both sides of

the ethnic divide into a deal.

Markovski said the plane,
clearly audible throughout the
capital, was "engaged in sur-
veillance" and would not attack.

Western diplomats, anxious
to broker a deal before the four-
month-old conflict spirals into
civil war, met Albanian leaders
Friday night in a bid to salvage
peace talks which have effec-
tively stopped, though informal
negotiations continue,

Albanian parties, whom
diplomats suspect of wantingto
draw in NATO to police a parti-
tion of the tiny country, are
refusing to resume formal dia-
logue unless the attack is called
off. They appear to have taken
heart from Nato’s forthright
condemnation.

Macedonian officials want
Solana to lean on the AWanians
to drop demands for conces-
sions.

Reyters

/



Truce ends, Macedoniar
' -\ ’ g, s |
army raids rebel town

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

i ,
t | SINGJELIC (Macedonia), June

1 22, - The Macedonian army
pounded an ethnic Albanian
town on the outskirts of the
capital Skopje with helicopter
gunships, mortars and artillery
today, ending a two-week truce
between security forces and Al-
banian rebels. ;

The attack came as Nato’s sec-
| retary general, Mr George Rob-
ertson warned-that Macedonia
was “close to civil war”, follow-
ing the collapse of peace talks
on Wednesday between the po-
litical leaders of Macedonia’s
Slav and Albanian communi-
ties.

An army spokesman, Colonel
Blagoja Marﬂovskx said the as-
sault was launched at 4 a.m.
using Ukrainian Mi-24 belicop-

gunships. The attack was
demgned td “destroy the terro-
rists in Aracinovo”, he added.

Meanwhile, Commander Hox-
ha, the rebels’ leader in Araci-
novo, said: “Three civilians had
. been killed and 18 injured in
the attack. If they don’t stop
the offensive I'm going to mor- i e
tar bomb Skopje.” BALKAN CAULDRON: A Macedonian Army helicopter attacks rebel strongholds at Aracinove, seven km east of

Hoxha added the security Skopje, on Friday. — AP/PTI.
forces were advancing on his i ) S ’
men’s positions on the edge of population is mainly ethnic and about 10 km from Skopje ing operations in the neigh-
Aracinovo. Albanian, is less than 10 km airport, an important logisti- bouring Serbian ince of
Arancinovo, a town whose from the centre of the capital cal hub for Nato’s peacekeep- Kosovo.
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By Vaiju Naravane

MATKA (MACEDONIA), JUNE 20. Matka
is a tiny village of less than 400
inhabitants perched in the
mountains around the
Macedonian capital of Skopje.
There are 45 Albanian families
here and ounly eight Macedonian
ones.

Mr. Kovan Blagoja has just
come from the woods and looks
like a tree, covered in foliage
from head to foot. 'l have a
couple of goats and a donkey
and | bring them fresh leaves
whenever 1 can,” explains the
tree-man. 'l am Macedonian.
My neighbours are Albanian. We
have lived here forever,
peaceably, amicably as long as |
can remember. My window gives
on Zeair's courtyard and my wife
is always chatting with his wife
Hanife. Now, all of a sudden, we
arc supposed to be enemies. |
don't understand it,"”" he savs.

Iaizie is a woman of 80. Her
face is lined and worn and she
has trouble breathing. “Come, |
will show you,” she says taking
me by the hand. “The
helicopters came and made so
much noise that the ground
shook. And my old house just

INSIDE MACEDONIA — I

fell down.” Haizie is bewildered.
she gets Marks 22 per month as
pension and has to rely on her
neighbours for food. "Now, even
my house has collapsed,” she
says weeping softlv into her
apron,

In these villages there is a
sense of bewilderment. “*“We
have all been equally poor and
wve have all shared our poverty. [
late the Government, They have
created all these problems. The
President and the Prime Minister
are both fighting for power and
the Albanians become a
wcapegoat,” says Zeqir, farmer
and father of 10 children.

it is close to midnight. The car
burtles down the pot- holed
road, swerving dangerously on
the curves. Bashkim is nervous
and would like to get to Skopje
an soon as possible, “without
incident”. As we turn towards
the Skopje valley, two very
powerful electric torches are
tirned on, practically blinding
us. There is the rat-tat-tat of
automatic guns fired in the air.
The car screeches to a halt, The
doors are flung open by machine
gun-toting army reservists. They
are rough, rude men, ready to
use their weapons at the
slightest provocation. Who are
we? Where are we coming from?
Where are we going? Where are

A people y
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our papers? After a thorough
search during which my
notebooks are shaken open for
any photographs, my camera
examined and my bags rifled, we
are allowed to go with
admonitions not “'to use the
phone too much™. As a parting
shot the leader of the checkpoint
tells Bashkim: “Tell the lady we
don't like foreigners here. We
are not impressed by whether
she is a journalist or from the
U.N. It's foreigners like her that
are destroying our country and
we won't let it happen.”

Bashkim has turned pale.
“"Ever since the guerillas started
firing in the hills, I have to
endure this and worse every
day.” he says. “Now when 1 go
back after raking vou to your
hotel they will stop me again but
even more rudely. [ live in dread
although I am not afraid of
dying. I have a wife and old
parents. Many of my
countryinen have fled to the
West. Although 1 have a visa |
shall not run away. 1f they want
to kill me let them come to my
house.”

[ travel east towards the town
of Aracinovo. The 25,000-strong
town is controlled by Albanian
fighters from the National
Liberation Army (NLA) and is
surrounded by Macedonian
troops.

My accreditation is in order.
Written in Cyrillic it says, 1,
accompanied by my interpreter
Bashkim Aliu, have free access to
the entire country. The soldiers
read the letter carefully. The
letter is signed by the Director of
the Macedonian Information
Agency. 1 cannot read the name
but am told it is Albanian. “A
letter signed by an Albanian
Director. Accompanied by an
Albanian interpreter. You must
go back to Skopje and get
another permit signed by the
Interior Ministry. Now jump
back into your car before we get
tough,” says the sergeant,
tapping me on my back.

NATO has called the uprising
“illegal”” and is preparing to
send a special force to disarm
the guerillas. But amongst the
Albanian population in
Macedonia the rebels enjoy
tremendous popular support.
Says journalist Sefer Musjliu of
Macedonian TV: “The success of
the KLA in Kosovo encouraged
our boys to take up arms. This
uprising was inevitable. The 1992
Constitution is a step backwards,
not forward. We fought non-
violently through the ballot box
and through democratic debate
for 10 years. At least now they
are listening’".
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- TEJZE (NORTH WESTERN MACEDONIA),
. JUNE 19. Jonuz Halil is sixty years
| old. His feet encased in worn em-
! broidered slippers, he drags him-
. self forward supported by his wife
. Cesnje. With shaking hands, Jonuz
* hitches up his shirt to show the
i bullet wounds riddling his
. abdomen just below the thoracic
. cavity.
. “We were very, very lucky —
! these were only flesh wounds.
. Had the bullets pierced his chest
i cavity he was lost”. Holding out
. her palms, Cesnje turns her eyes
. heavenward, murmuring “Fali-
. mender!” (thank you).
© Jonuz was riding his donkey
© near his fields in Kalje village in
. the hills near Tetovo when the
. shooting began, “They could
! watch me with their binoculars
i down below. They could see I was
. an harmless old man on a donkey.
But stilt they kept shooting. The
; animal perished. I managed to
. crawl to safety. My family came
- looking for me and took me to
hospital,”” he says showing me the
blood stained, bullet-riddled shirt
he was wearing at the time. “We
are poor peasants, humble peo-
ple. What do we know of terror-
ists? Do I support the terrorists?
Not really. I don’t support vio-
lence. I do not want anyone killed
or hurt. But I do want more rights
for our people, our children,” he
says. There is a barrage of gunfire
and Jonuz covers his ears in terror.

INSIDE MACEDONIA — |

' "“He’s been like this since he got
© shot,” his son Hamdi explains.
/ In the village of Drenovic which
© overlooks Tetovo, the 65,000-
strong predominantly Albanian
town near the border with Kosovo,
Haji Saiti Taip looks at the ruins of
his home. Macedonian troops
have used helicopters and heavy
- ammunition to blast its roof and
walls. All that’s left is an empty
shell. Many other houses nearby
have suffered the same fate. “Tell
me, do I look like a terrorist to
you? We are all quiet people. But
we support the NLA demands. We
want equal rights for the Alba-
nians. We have suffered enough at
the hands of the Slavs,” he says.

As the conflict in Macedonia
nears its fifth month, positions on
both sides, Albanian and Macedo-
nian appear to be hardening. Gue-
rillas with help from Albanians in
the Serbian province of Kosovo
have launched an insurgency in
the north west of Macedonia. Over
the past two weeks they have cap-
tured towns close to the capital
Skopje and threatened to bomb
the airport and oil refinery.

Albanians make up a third of
this Balkan republic’s population
of two million. They say they are
discriminated against, in terms of
equality of opportunity, language,
status and jobs.

Macedonians are dismissive of
these complaints. ‘‘They don't get
jobs because they don't want to
study and work. They want easy
money through crime,” says Jo-
van, who waits tables at a cafi in
Skopje. Such views are expressed
not just by the unsophisticated

. and undereducated.

Mr. Georgj Marianovic, is pro-

fessor of criminal law at the Uni-

Az

‘oil and water’

versity of Skopje and president of
the Macedonian Democratic
League. “If we are elected we will
give them equality,” he sneers.
“We will make them pay taxes like
everyone else. Albanians don't
pay taxes. They are tax evaders.
Macedonians on an average have
three children. Albanians have 10.
If we are elected we will make
them pay taxes for the fourth child
onwards. Macedonians and Alba-
nians are like oil and water. They
can never mix,” he says.

Negotiations are now under
way to find a political solution to
the crisis which began almost five
months ago. The national unity
government set up in May under
international pressure and which
includes Albanian parties is meet
ing behind closed doors to work
out a compromise. Both sides
have declared a ceasefire until
June 27 to allow the talks to pro-
ceed calmly although sporadic vi-
olations have been reported.
Reports filtering out of the confer
ence rooms say Albanian leaders
are holding out for official status
for their language alongside Ma-
cedonian.

The Macedonian President, Mr.
Boris Trajkovski, has said he is
willing to accept changes to the
country’s Constitution if that
would help avert civil war.

Mr. Ljubomir Frckovshi, one of
his principal advisers who helped
draft the 1991 Constitution said:
The preamble to the Constitution
could be completely redesigned.
In the present Constitution Alba-
nians are listed as ‘‘minorities”
while Macedonians are described
as “founders of the nation”.

A western diplomat described
the changes as “extremely sym-
bolic in a country where symbols
are overwhelmingly important.”
But Mr. Xhevat Halili, a professor
of French at the University of Te-
tovo said that these changes
“might come too late”. He says
there is a radicalisation of posi-
tions on both sides. “We tried
through peaceful means for ten
years to make Macedonians see
reason. It was only when certain
Albanians took to arms that the
Government sat up and listened. 1
am afraid the compromise might
come too late. Our people have
been hurt very badly,” he said.

Mr. Halili was referring to sever-
al incidents of torture and human
rights abuses which- have taken
place recently. This correspond-
ent was able to meet Ismail Jaku-
pin who was tortured by the
Macedonian police recently.

Nazim Bushi, an Albanian serv-
ing in the police force guarding
Skopje’s international airport was
also brutally beaten up by his col-
leagues who suspected him of giv-
ing out maps and airport details to
the rebels. :

Several times this correspond-
ent was stopped and searched and
on two occasions threatened by
army reservists at road blocks
leading to Albanian villages neat
Tetovo and the capital Skopje. At
one such roadblock the soldiers
were clearly drunk and abusive.

Mr. Sasko Klekovski of the Ma-
cedonian Centre for International
Cooperation says the Government
is not aware of such incidents.
However, with reports of brutality
on the rise the Government has
decided to call back weapons giv-
en to Macedonian reservists.
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THE PARTY of Bulgaria’s for-
mer king swept to power in par-
liamentary elections, with
results on Monday showing a
decisive win for the former
monarch who pledged to fight
corruption and raise living stan-
dards.

With most of the vote count-
ed, preliminary results
announced by the central elec-
toral commission gave the ex-
king'’s party 43 per cent.

Running second was the gov-
erning Union of Democratic
Forces, with 18 per cent; fol-
lowed by the Socialist Party,
with 17 per cent; and the Move-
ment for Rights and Freedoms
with 6.7 per cent of the vote.

Final official results are
expected on Wednesday, when
small minor parties will also be
assigned seats. It was not imme-
diately clear whether Simeon’s
party, the National Movement
Simeon II, will need a coalition
partner to govern.

The party’s promises of job
creation programmes, pay
increases and tax cuts to spur
investment were welcome in a
country where the average
salary barely tops $100 a month,
nearly one in five workers is out
of work and approximately 70
per cent of the population live at
or below the official poverty
lirte.

Some 67 per cent of voters
nationwide cast ballots, the cen-
tral electoral commission
announced.

At a news conference late on
Sunday, Simeon outlined his pri-
orities: stable economic growth,

s\ggeéi)s Bulgaria polls

speedy admisgsion into the Euro- .
pean Union ahd Nato and a deci-
sive fight against corruption.

“I voted for democracy. We all
have to foster it,” the ex-
monarch said as he cast his bal-
lot in Sofia’s Gorublyane sub-
urb.

He said he was voting for the
first time in his life.

After five decades in exile in
Spain, the 64-year-old ex-king
Simeon returned to Bulgaria
early this year to cheering
throngs.

Though he had hoped to run
for president, he was barred by
the courts because he hadn’t
lived in Bulgaria long enough.
Simeon then set up his own
political party to run in the par-
liamentary race.

Simeon has refused so far to
say whether he wouldd accept the
post of prime minister.

Visibly touched by the huge
crowd of journalists and sup-
porters that waited outside the
polling station, Simeon denied
he had any desire to restore Bul-
garia’s monarchy

Simeon ascended to the
throne in 1943 at the age of 6
after the death of his father,
Boris III. He reigned with
regents until 1948, when the
communists called a referen-
dum that abolished the monar-
chy. : i
The royal family then went
into exile, settling eventually in
Spain. Prime Minister Ivan Kos-
tov conceded defeat on Sunday
night, blaming his loss on the
heavy burden of the reforms,
while also admitting his own
government’s mistakes and fail-
ures.

REUTERS PHOTO

Bulgaria's former King Simeon il looks on during his first press
conference after the elections in Sofia on Sunday.

“We demanded from the Bul-
garian people to pay a higher
price than the one they were
ready to pay,” a grim-faced Kos-

tov said.

Fifty parties and coalitions
vied for 240 seats in the unicam-
eral parliament.
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“Macedonian rebel
By Vaiju Naravane \i\v}a

PARIS, JUNE 10. With the Europ
Union Foreign Policy Commis-
sioner, Mr. Javier Solana, armt-
wisting  them,  Macedonia’s
Albanian and Slav leaders have
agreed to a new peace plan.

The agreement, signed in the
backdrop of fietce hostilities be-
tween army units and ethnic Al-
banian rebels, is likely to be
short-lived.

In a fresh upsurge of fighting,
Albanian rebels who have mount-
ed a four-month-long insurgency
against the Skopje Government,
captured the town of Aracinovo,
which lies within sight of the cap-
ital, bringing the likelihood of a
bloody civil war one step closer.

Guerilla commanders said their
forces were now within striking
distance of logistical targets such
as the country’s oil refinery and
international airport. The rebels
have managed to open a second
front and Macedonian forces are
exiremely stretched in their at-
tempts to put down the insurgen-
cy.

Government  forces  have
pounded rebel positions with
heavy artillery and with helicop-
ters borrowed from Ukraine but

Ethnic Albanian women and
children sit by candle light in
an improvised shelter in
Aracinovo village, 10 km from
the Macedonian capital of
Skopje, fearing shelling by
Government forces. — Reuters

have been able to make little im-
pact on the rebels who withdraw
into the hills only to re-emerge
and strike again.

The rebels, who get their weap-

apturt town

ons from Serbia’s NATO- con-
trolled province of Kosovo, are
much better armed than Macedo-
nian army units. About 800 Alba-
nian rebels are estimated to be
holed up in Aracinovo, using
rocket launchers and machine
guns to repel Macedonian forces.

The rebels say they do not want
war and that they are fighting for
equal rights for Macedonia’s large
Albanian minority which faces
discrimination at the hands of the
Slav majority. Last May, a new na-
tional unity Government which
includes Albanians and Slavs was
installed in Skopje. But negotia-
tions have failed to produce a saly~
isfactory peace plan.

Meanwhile, Macedonian bor-
der guards banned several ethnic
Albanian men to cross the frontier
into Kosove. The Macedonian
Prime Minister, Mr. Ljubco Geor-
gievski, is likely to ask Parliament
to declare a state of war in the
country. Such a declaration
would give his Government pow-
ers to draft all able bodied men.
with this perspective in mind,
border guards have been instruct-
ed to prevent Albanian men from
leaving the country.



T gathe.  over Macedonia,
the onily ‘alkan state to
have avoided hostilities in the
decade of strife that has plagued
the former Yugoslavia. There are
fears that the state, which peace-
fully broke away from the Yugos-
lav federatic.. ten years ago, is
drifting towards a bloody civil
war between the Macedonian
majority, mainly Slavs and Chris-
tian,s and the large Muslim Alba-
nian minority.

For the past four months Alba-
nian guerrillas holed up in the
hills surrounding the northwest-
ern town of Tetvo, which lies
close to the border with Serbia
and its NATO-controlled prov-
ince of Kosovo, have waged a re-
lentless war against Macedonia’s
small army.

With heavy artillery and sniper
fire, they have harassed Macedo-
nian soldiers sent to flush them
out. Their arms are bought with
generous contributions sent by
Albanians living in the West and
with money earned from their
stock in trade: the smuggling of
cigarettes and weapons.

This past week has seen an es-
calation of the fighting with five
Macedonian soldiers killed in an
ambush by ethnic Albanian re-
bels. Angry Slavs vented their an-
ger by torching Albanian houses
in the southern city of Bitola to
which three of the five dead sol-
diers belonged. Bitola was the
scene of riots last April following
a similar incident.

On Wednesday, unidentified
gunmen fired shots at the office
of Macedonia’s President, Mr.
Boris Trajkovski, in central
Skopje. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Ljubco Georgievski, exasperated
by the hostilities and lack of pro-
gress in the negotiations between
the Slav and Albanian communi-
ties, called for the declaration of a
state of war ““in order to achieve
peace’’.

The rebels say they are not for

There are fears that
Macedonia is drifting
towards a bloody civil
war. Vaiju Naravane

reports.

Albanlan rebel positions in the village of Vaksince, near Skopje, are hit by artillery fire by

Macedonian forces.

secession. Their demands con-
cern mainly the use of Albanian,
which is not recognised as a state
language. They also want an Al-
banian police force and more
jobs for Albanians in Govern-
ment and the public sector. How-
ever, many Macedonians believe
that these innocuous-sounding
demands are only the first step
towards creating ‘‘a state within a
state” before final secession in
order to create a Greater Albania.

Albanians in neighbouring Ko-
sovo, from where the rebels in
Macedonia receive most of their
logistical support, do not hide
their desire to establish a sover-
eign state, which would include
Albania, Kosovo and the predom-

o - doni
© S}&%@dow over Macedonia

inantly Albanian areas of south-
ern Serbia and northwestern
Macedonia.

The idea of formally declaring a
war situation was first mooted by
Mr. Georgievski Jast May. Howev-
er, western powers prevailed on
him to keep that idea in abeyance
and instead broaden his coalition
to establish a national unity gov-
ernment. But the recently-
formed grand coalition, bringing
together parties from the Left and
the Right as well as Macedonians
and ethnic Albanians, has failed
to produce any concrete proposal
for ending the conflict.

A declaration of war, which
would require the backing of two-
thirds of Macedonia’s 120-mem-
ber, multi-ethnic Parliament,
would give the Government
emergency powers allowing it to

call in reservists and launch a
full-scale  military  offensive
against the rebels. Albanians par-
ties would oppose it.

The situation is further compli-
cated by a power struggle be-
tween the President and Prime
Minister, who both belong to the
same Slav party. Recently,
prompted by the Prime minister,
the party criticised the President
for his handling of the four-
month-old conflict with the Alba-
nian guerrillas which Mr. Traj-
kovski had described as an “all
out onslaught” to destroy rebel
strongholds.

Security forces have used artil-
lery and helicopter gunships on
loan from Ukraine against the re-

bels and thousands of civilians
trapped in the villages but they
have made littte headway. The
party criticised Mr. Trajkovski for
not carrying through with a
promise to first fight the rebels
and then progress to talks.

The Prime Minister represents
the hardline elements within the
Slav-dominated social democrats
and he has been pushing for fresk
elections as early as September. I
is in Mr. Georgievski’s politica
interest to further radicalise the
Slav position.

Analysts say the President is al
so closely watching political de
velopments. If it appears that th
majority of Macedonians has be
gun to favour stronger actiot
against the rebels, he would no
be beyond declaring Parliamen
deadlocked. He could then uni
laterally declare a state of wa:
through presidential decree.

The weekend has, however,
raised slender hopes of peace. On
Thursday, NATO strongly con-
demned the killing of the five sol-
diers and threatened action. The
same day the rebels of the Na-
tional Liberation Army in a sur-
prise move declared a unilateral
ceasefire. “The NLA will refrain
from fighting as of midnight June
7, if it is not provoked by the mil-
itary and police of the Republic of
Macedonia.”

Observers say the move is part
of a secret deal between the re-
bels and the Government worked
out by European Union diplo-
mats who have played an active
role in containing the conflict
and restraining Skopje’s hand.

On Friday, Mr. Trajkovski an- .

/j

nounced a peace plan, which .
would allow Albanian guerrillas -
to lay down arms and leave for

Kasovo.

The Trajkovski plan is roughly
modelled on a ceasefire agree-
ment worked out between ethnic
Albanians and the Serbian Gov-
ernment in the Albanian-dom-
inated regions of Presevo,
Medvedea and Bujanovac in
southern Serbia. There, NATO of-

ficials helped decommission and

disarm the rebel fighters and |

work out the terms of the amnes-
ty. The NATO general secretary,
Lord Robertson, welcoming Mr.

Trajkovski’s plan, said the orga-

nisation would be willing to play
a similar role in Macedonia.

This is only a beginning. Much
will depend on how the
negotiations on the ri

Albanian communj
e
y/
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SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), JUNE 9. Scores
of people fled Macedonia’s cap-
ital on Saturday as police blocked
roads around a suburb to stop
ethnic Albanian militants from
seizing control of territory dan-
gerously close to Skopje.

“We are closely watching every
movement in Aracinovo,” said a

i police spokesman, adding that
. only civilians who wanted to leave

the mostly ethnic Albanian sub-

| urb were being allowed through
i checkpoints.

The Interior Minister, Mr. Ljube
Boskovski, acknowledged that 700
to 800 militants were in control of

. Aracinovo, which is within shoot-
' ing range of Skopje’s airport. tHe
vowed to “break up” the rebel

presence there but said the insur-

i gents had amassed “'an enormous

amount” of weapons and ammu-
nition.
As fears spread that Macedo-

' nia's ethnic conflict has come

within striking distance of the

i capital just 7 km away, more than

500 ethnic Albanians from Skopje
crossed into neighbouring Koso-
vo and said they were leaving as a
precaution.

Local relief agencies who met
them at the main border crossing
at Djeneral fankovic fed them and
worked to reunite them with fam-
ily members who had crossed in-
to Kosovo earlier. The U.N.

" refugee agency says more than

20,000 people have fled Macedo-
nia since the hostilities began in

~ February.

The European Union's security

| affairs chief, Mr. Javier Solana,
-~ held talks on Saturday in down-

town Skopje with top leaders of
Macedonia’'s majority Slavs and
minority ethnic Albanians in an
attempt to avert a new escalation
of the crisis.

“Nothing can be achieved
through violent means, and peo-
ple know that,” said Mr. Solana.

After meeting Mr. Solana, the
top ethnic Albanian leader, Mr.
Arben Xhaferi, called anew for an

men behind to take care o1 uicu vuivigeo~-

" Violence spreads
in Macedonia

l

immediate cease- fire. But he crit-
icised as ‘‘shapeless’ a tentative
peace plan by the President, Mr.
Boris Trajkovski, that would give
amnesty to fighters who have not
commitied serious crimes.

Officials said the plan envisages
the deployment of international
monitors, a greater inclusion of
ethnic Albanians in state institu-
tions and the “‘reintegration into
society” of rebels who disarm.

Fighting first erupted when mil-
itants from the country’s sizable
ethnic Albanian community took
up arms, saying they were fighting
for broader rights. The Govern-
ment, which contends they are
separatists bent on dividing the
country, launched an army offen-
sive to drive them out of villages
in the north of the country where
the rebels are based.

On Friday, Mr. Trajkovski
pledged to defear the militanis
“both politically and militarily".
He said the Slav- dominated gov-
ernment would place the army
and police under a single com-
mand to increase efficiency and
speed up “the neutralising of the
terrarists’’.

Government forces on Saturday
resumed their shelling of a rebel
stronghold about 30 km northeast
of Skopije, currently the worst bat-
tle zone spreading over several
ethnic Albanian villages not far
from the border with Kosovo.

But the rebels have resisted the
government offensives, and the
appearance of uniformed mem-
bers of the rebel National Liber-
ation Army has triggered panic in
Aracinovo, where most of the
1,000 Slavic residents also have
fled.

Western governments  have
condemned the insurgents and
have urged both sides to avoid an
all-out war. Macedonia was
formed when the former Yugosla-
via broke up in the early 1990s,
and until this year, it was the only
former Yugoslav republic to #5-
cape bloodshed. — AP



acedonia
launches
massive® ",
offensive

Skopie, May 25y

7
THE MACEDONIAN army
launched a massive offensive
yvesterday to recapture 10 vil-
lages held by ethnic Albanian
rebels for almost a month.

Tanks, artillery and heli-
copter gunships attacked the
rebel strongholds of Slupcane
and Vaksince, and their moun-
tain positions at 8am. The rebels
responded with an almost con-
stant chatter of machine-gun \
fire.

Later attack helicopters flew
in low over the vineyards, firing
rockets at the hills above
Vaksince. Less than a mile
away, peasants continued
ploughing their poppy-fringed
fields.

Macedonian artillery has
been shelling the rebels almost
every day for three weeks, but
yesterday infantry followed up
the barrage to try to retake the
villages. Army spokesman,
Georgi Markovski, called the
offensive “a response to increas-
ingly frequent and arrogant
actions” by the rebels.

Despite suggestions from the
West, Macedonia believes its
security forces can easily beat
the rebels. A former interior
minister, Ljubomir Frckovski,
said troops could retake the vil-
lages within 24 hours without
“significant civilian casual-
ties”,

The International Committee
of the Red Cross believes some
10,000 civilians are in the area
sheltered in basements. Until
now, this has had a deterrent

effect. )
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~Macedonia
~unlikelyto
Y i\
declare war
Skopje, May 7 6 E‘Nﬁ‘lﬁm {

MACEDONIAN HELICOPTERS
rocketed rebel ethnic Albanian
positions northeast of the capi-
tal on Monday as NATO Secre-
tary General George Robertson
landed at Skopje airport, within
earshot of the battle. Macedon-
ian Army artillery reportedly
began shelling early in the
morning.

Around 7.45 am, two Soviet
Mi-8 helicopters flew low over
suspected rebel-positions at the
edge of Vakcince, firing rockets
at targets out of sight to
reporters.

“Our aim is to continue the
operation until the terrorists are
neutralised. The fact that Robert-
son is here does not mean that we
have to let the terrorists march
in to Skopje Central Square,”
said Government spokesman
Antonio Milosovski.

He said the Government exp-
ected Parliament to take a deci-
sion tomorrow whether to intro- -
duce a state of war, expanding
the powers of the presidency and
security forces, or heed Western
appeals not to take such a radical
step.

The foreign policy chief
of EU, Javier Solana, arrived in
Skopie late on Sunday in a bid to
support the Government and per-
suade it that declaring a state of
war would not help defeat the
ethnic Albanian insurgency,
which Macedonia says is coming
from Kosovo.

After talks with President
Boris Trajkovski and Prime Min-
ister Ljubco Georgievski, EU
sources said Solana felt that
“we’re not going to see a declara-
tion of war”.

The rebel National Liberation
Army again offered a ceasefire in
exchange for direct talks
with the Government to prevent
what it said would be further
civilian deaths from the
army’s “indiscriminate use of
force”. ‘

The Government has ruled out
talks with the guerrillas.

Reuters
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SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), MAY 5. Mace-
donia’s Government issued a
fresh warning to civilians today to
leave an area being bombarded
by security troops in a bid to dis-
lodge ethnic Albanian rebels.

The latest upsurge of fighting in
Macedonia has reignited fears for
the Balkans’ fragile stability. The
fate of civilians trapped in the
fighting, most of them ethnic Al-
banians, is also a major concein.
The Government spokesman, Mr.
Antonio Milosovski, said citizens
should leave their villages in the
northeastern Kumanovo  area,
some 40 ki northeast of the cap-

nMacedol

ital Skopje and head to Kumarno-
vo town. ‘‘We are setting another
deadline because we have infor-
mation that civilians are trying to
leave the area,”” he said.

Since Thursday, when fighting
erupted, only 150 civilians had
left, mostly from the villages of
Slupcane and Orizari.

Mr. Carlo Ungaro, ambassador
of the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), cited three possible rea-
sons for civilian reluctance to
move out — unwillingness to be-
come refugees, intimidation by
the rebels, or sympathy for them,

ia orders evacuation

particularly among younger pea-
ple. The guerillas have killed 10
Macedonian soldiers and police
in a week, prompting anti-Alba-
nian riots in several areas of the
country.

They have been condemned by
the West for undermining dia-
logue on Albanian demands for
more rights. The rebels say they
are fighting for equal rights for
Macedonia's ethnic Albanian mi-
nority — around one third of the
two million population. But their
actions have been condemned by
Western powers as a spark for
wider Balkan conflict.— Reuters
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uslim-Croat
| fedeljatlon gets 4
 Sarajevo suburh

Sarajeve, April 25 Hf{ _ “

AN IRISH judge ruled yesterday
that most of the Bosnian Serb
republic-controlled part of a Sara-
jeve suburb disputed since the
1992-5 war is to become part of
Bosnia's Muslim-Croat federation.
Former Irish High Court
Judge Diarmuid Sheridan was
appointed by Wolfgang Petritsch,
Bosnia’s top international peace
overseer. to resolve years of dis-
pute and some sporadic violence
in the Dobrinja suburb. His rul-
ing means many Serb families
will eventually have to move out.
“I have become convinced that
the persons almost exclusively
from the federation side were dis-
possessed of their homes and the
only matter that my conscience
allows me to do is to restore them
accordingly,” Sheridan told a
news conference. His decision

will take effect at midnight
Reuters
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T WAS a small envelope

that led to the dramatic arrest

last weekend of the former
Yugoslav President, Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic. It is unclear as to whose
signature was appended at the
bottom of the page. It has been
strongly hinted in Belgrade that the
letter, handed over to Yugoslavia's
new President, Mr. Vojislav 0
Kostunica, was signed by “W” q/\ \l)"
himself. ]

The letter was personally han({ed
over to Mr. Kostunica by the U.S.
Ambassador to Yugoslavia, Mr.
William D. Montgomery. An
unequivocal ultimatum, the letter
told Mr. Kostunica in no uncertain
terms that failure to imprison Mr.
Milosevic by March 31 would mean
kissing good-bye to the first half of a
-$100- million development aid
package from the U.S. Government,
vital to jump-start the jammed
Yugoslav economy.

Sources in Belgrade say that the
U.S. President, Mr. George Bush,
“ordered” Mr. Kostunica to
*“‘continue to cooperate” with the
International Criminal Tribunal on
The Former Yugoslavia (ICTFY) and
to “ensure’* that Mr. Milosevic is
brought to ’a speedy trial” in the
international court.

The U.S. dikat could not have been
more crudely put. The arrest and
transfer to prison had to take place
by March 31. If not, the U.S.
Congress would vote against the $50
million aid package to Belgrade for
this year. More importantly, the U.S.
would oppose any World Bank or
International Monetary fund credits
to the former Yugoslavia.

Neither Mr. Kostunica nor the
Prime Minister, Mr. Zoran Djindjic,
had much choice in the matter.
However, the country’s new leaders
did not have much 1o lose beyond a
bit of nationalistic pride. And even
that has become a rare commodity in
Yugoslavia today. Opinion polls
indicate that Yugoslavs no longer
care about what happens to the
"Butcher of the Balkans".

Over 70 per cent of those
questioned say they want his arrest.
”All we want is to be like ordinary
citizens. “We have realised that
heroism is not for us. We want bread
and meat in our stomachs, shoes on
our feet, education for our children
and a decent, peaceful lifestyle. We
are tired of war. We have been
humiliated so much already. Much of
that was caused by Mr. Milosevic.
Now let him pay the price for his
folly,” said Ms. Braka Stepanovic, a
journalist, explaining the fairly
straightforward way in which the
Milosevic arrest was carried out. “The
former President did try to make a
stand, did try to mobilise the
population but he managed to get
only a couple of hundred up-country
bumpkins. Belgrade remained

X
~f

Mr. Milosevic’s last stand
too was predictable —
sabre-rattling and a
show of strength which
ended in humiliation
and unconditional
capitulation,
says Vaiju Naravane.

supremely unmoved. That is when he
decided to throw in the towel and
give himself up,” she says.

Mr. Milosevic's last stand too was
predictable — sabre-rattling and a
show of strength which ended in
humiliation and unconditional
capitulation. During the preceding
decade, he had unerringly and
consistently played out the same

show is over for Milosevic
containing a three-page noé@f7 b\

scenario with his country, losing huge
swathes of territory, sowing seeds of
hatred, extremism and discord,
reducing a once-proud people to
political and economic dwarfdom.
“Milosevic’s arrest revealed the
man’s weakness and inconsistencies.
He started out defiantly, his heavily
armed guards firing back at the
special police units sent to arrest
him. Towards the end he was a
pathetic figure, threatening to blow
up his own family, assassinate his
wife and daughter. That was a
coward’s last stand. And the Yugoslav
people finally saw him for what he
really is, a pathetic, hollow, insecure
little man, all threat and bluster but
without any real courage, not even
the courage to take his own life. We
discovered a veritable ammunition
depot in his house in Dedjine —
rocket launchers, mortars, enough
arms and ammunition to keep a little
army going for several month,” says

The former Yugoslavian President,
Mr. Slobodan Milosevic... abject surrender.

e e i,

the special services officer, Mr. Jajco
Stepic.

Mr. Slobodan Milosevic stands
accused of crimes against humanity
for the excesses committed in Kosovo
by the Yugoslav army and
paramilitary forces. NATO and
western leaders are asking that he be
extradited to the International
Criminal Tribunal at The Hague. For
the time being he has been charged
with corruption and fraud, for
stealing from the Yugoslav people
and the state. It is unclear how long
Yugoslav leaders will be able to resist
international pressure to hand him
over to the chief war crimes
prosecutor.

The U.S. letter did not set down
any cut-off date by which Mr.
Milosevic should be handed over to
the international court, stipulating
simply that “‘the Yugoslav
Government should finally cooperate
with the ICTFY on the question of
Mr. Milosevic's arrest”'. Washington is
now likely to pressure Belgrade to
expel other wanted Bosnian Serb war
criminals like General Ratko Mladic
or Radovan Karazdic who have found
safe havens in Serbia.

Following the death of the
dictatorial Franzo Tudjman and the
establishment of a democratically-
elected Government in Croatia, the
authorities there have begun
cooperating with the international
court. For the first time Croatia
appears determined to truly examine
the horrors committed in the name
of nationalism and the misplaced
ideal of “Greater Croatia.”

With the arrest of Mr. Milosevic on
the demands of the U.S., the
capitulation of Serbia is now
complete. Many Yugoslavs feel they
have to “fall in line” like the other
Balkan states and like the rest of
“pacified and globalised’’ former
eastern Europe.

“What Serbia needs is an absence
of aggression, of hostility, of war. We
must set up a national truth and
reconciliation commission and look
at what we have done to ourselves, to
others these past ten years. | think
we have lost Kosovo and we must
come to terms with that,” says
Dragan Predrag, a journalist.

But people like Ljubisa Ristic, a
noted theatre director, an advocate of
a certain idea of Serbia and a die-
hard supporter of the Milosevics
looks at the tragedy of the former
Yugoslavia and the present state of
Serbia as “the inevitable result of a
process of neo-colonisation.” For hin
this only a passing phase. “They
wanted to destroy the Balkans. They
have done it. Serbia has been
humbled. The Balkans has been
decimated. The West has won again.
But my people shall rise up. We have
done so in the past, again and again.
We are not the types to accept

humiliation for long.” /
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(Mil{)sé_ﬁc'ghépld not be
extradited, sa
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New York, April 3

FORMER YUGOSLAV Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic
should never be extradited to
the UN war crimes tribunal in
the Hague, his successor told
The New York Times newspa-
per in Tuesday's editions.

Kostunica said he was ready
to help the court investigate
war crimes. Milosevic, who has
so far been accused of criminal
conspiracy and abuse of power,
should be brought to trial on
war crimes charges too, but
before domestic courts. Extra-
dition was out of the question,
he said.

«Jt should never happen,”
Kostunica said in an interview
with the newspaper on the
day Washington decided
Yugoslavia could receive US
aid but had to cooperate with
the tribunal to win US support
for a donor conference in the
summer. “It think that it’s pos-
sible to do everything so that it
should never happen,” Kostu-
nica said.

The tribunal indicted Milo-
sevic in 1999 for crimes against

humanity }t/ Belgrade’s

‘r-

il
s Kostunic

AFP PHOTO

A woman passes by placards with photo-montage in Belgréde
showing fomer Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic behind bars.

treatment of ethnic Albanians
in Kosovo and UN prosecutors
say they are also preparing
indictments over his role in
earlier wars in Bosnia and
Croatia. The paper said that in
negotiations before his arrest
on Sunday, Milosevic had
sought and received written
assurances that it was not a
precursor to a transfer to The
Hague.

It quoted Kostunica as say-
ing a transfer would not be

legitimate. “Other presidents
are not being sent to The
Hague,” he said. “I must make
some compromises, but there is
aline I cannot cross.

“Fven among those people in
the Serbian and Yugoslav Gov-
ernments who don’t think
about legitimacy but about
what might be politically
useful, the prevailing view
is that it would be uhaccept-
able.”
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/ e Kostounica not for Milosevic

D\

JEW YORK, APRIL 3. The former
fugoslav president, Mr.
slobodan Milosevic, should
never be extradited to the U.N.
War Crimes Tribunal in The
Hague, his successor told The
New York times newspaper in
today’s edition.

Mr.Kostunica said he was
ready to help the court
investigate war crimes and that
Mr. Milosevic, who has so far
been accused of criminal
conspiracy and abuse of power,
should be brought to trial on

extradition to Hague

war crimes charges too, but
before domestic courts.
Extradition was out of the
question, he said. “It should
never happen,” Mr. Kostunica
said in an interview with the
newspaper.

The tribunal indicted Mr.
Milosevic in 1999 for crimes
against humanity over Belgrade’s
treatment of ethnic Albanians in
Kosovo and U.N. prosecutors say
they are also preparing
indictments over his role in
earlier wars in Bosnia and

Croatia. It said in negotiations
before his arrest on Sunday, Mr.
Milosevic had sought and
received written assurances that
it was not a precursor to a
transfer to The Hague.

It quoted Mr. Kostunica as
saying a transfer would not be
legitimate. “Other Presidents are
not being sent to the Hague,” he
said. “I must make some
compromises, but there is a line
I cannot cross. Even among
those people in the Serbian and
Yugoslav Governments who

Ms. Mirjana Markovic, wife of the former Yugoslav President, Mr. Siobodan
Milosevic, talks to a guard while she leaves the central prison in Belgrade on
Monday after visiting her husband. — AP

Tho HIMNE)
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don’t think about legitimacy but
about what might be politically
useful, the prevailing view is that
it would be unacceptable’.

Death penalty?

Mr. Milosevic could face
charges for serious crimes that
carry the death penalty, the
Serbia’s Interior Minister, Mr.
Dusan Mihajlovic, said today.
Speaking to reporters in
Vienna, he said: “we have
indications that Mr. Milosevic
was also involved in serious
crimes which carry the death
penalty. But we are talking
about investigations, we need
proof. If we get this we will ask
the justice authorities to bring
charges.” He did not specify
what the additional charges
might be. Justice authorities in
Serbia have not so far accused
Mr. Milosevic of any offence
serious enough to carry the
death penalty. At present he
faces charges of corruptio d
criminal conspiracy. However,
many of his opponents have
accused him of involvement in
politically motivated killings,
which could in theory result in
the death penalty. The penalty
has not, though, been carried
out in Serbia for many years.
Mr. Mihajlovic, on an official
visit to Austria, said he had
been joking when he suggested
last night that the former
Yugoslav leader might choose
voluntarily to face international
war crimes charges at a
tribunal in the Hague.

“It is really of historic
importance that there should
initially be a court hearing in
Serbia,” the Minister said. “It is
important that Mr. Milosevic is
put on trial in Serbia for what
he did there, for what he did to
the people. Otherwise false
myths could arise and we have
had enough false myths in the
past.” Mr. Mihajlovic said last
night that Mr. Milosevic might
wish to be handed over to the
Hague to avoid the death
penalty at home and escape the
harsh conditions in Belgrade’s

prisons.— Reuters /



AMILOSEVIC CAUGHT

oW SoConsolidating the revolution
LY

S?UGOSLAVIA’S October revolution is now moving \to
complete its unfinished agenda with Milosevic's aryest,
following a dramatic armed standoff, a month after Ra

Markovic, his secret police. chief, was also placed un(der
arrest. The decisiveness displayed by Yugoslavia’s democratic
government contrasts sharply with the situation in Indonesia
where, under Abdurrahman Wahid’s dispensation, members
of the nomenklatura installed by Suharto are still
entrenched, leading to political instability, riots and violence
on the streets with no end in sight. Milosevic’s bluff has been
called and a dictator’s mystique exploded. There were a
couple of botched arrest attempts before, and Milosevic had
claimed that he would never be taken alive. The army.had
maintained an ambiguous stance, handing over the key to his
house to loyal Milosevic guards rather than to the police who
had come to arrest him. Yet, in a manner typical of his rule.
Milosevie gave in and surrendered once he found that the
odds had run out on him., Western pressure clearly had
something to do with his arrest, which came a day before a
deadline set by the US Congress considering $50 million in
economic aid to Yugoslavia. The US and the European Union,
though, want to put Milosevic on trial before a UN tribunal

for war crimes at The Hague, while the Yugoslav authorities
are considering trying him for corruption, defalcation of funds
and abuse of power. Nationalist compulsions dictate that
Milosevic cannot be seen to be handed over to powers that so
recently bombed Yugoslavia. Yet Western powers may not be
satisfied if the man who turned Bosnia and Kosovo into
theatres for “ethnic cleansing” and caused them so much
trouble, is indicted on charges that carry a maximum five-
year prison term. Turning off the aid tap would cut off access
to funds Yugoslavia desperately needs to rebuild. It has been
said that Yugoslavs had essentially been shamed into
overthrowing Milosevic, due to the isolation from the

_ European mainstream that they had suffered thanks to

' Milosevic’s efforts to resurrect the spirit of the ultra-

" nationalist Europe of the 1930s. Having done so, the logical
end of the democratic revolution should be to prosecute
Milosevic for the full extent of his crimes.

An opinion poll showed that more than half of Yugoslavs
believed that Milosevic was responsible for war crimes, and
75 per cent brand him a bad President, although he may still
have some pockets of support within the army. If handing
over Milosevic to a UN tribunal pgpoves unacceptable,
Yugoslav authorities should stage” an internationally
acceptable trial where Milosevic is ealled to account for the
full extent of his crimes. This woyld amount to a clean break
with Yugoslavia’s ruinous last two decades, and also serve as

_ a warning to dictators eve ere who contemplate ethnic
cleansing as state policy.
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By DouGLAS HAMILTON

Belgrade, April 2: Very few people in life
go from being national hero to public cnemy
number one. On Monday, his first night in
jail, that was Slobodan Milosevic’s novel
predicament and he was not enjoying it.

Milosevic’s defence lawyer, Toma Fila,
said his client was depressed, on tranquillis-
ers. and scarcely able to believe what had
hefallen him over the past dramatic week-
end.

Mr Fila planned to lodge a request on
Tuesday to have the 59-year-old ex-Presi-
dent of Ymposlavia set free pending his
i on charges of stealing state

' ¢ said he did not seriously expect the

S welcomes
Miloseyvic’s

arrest, quiet (
about aid -

By RanpaLL MIKKELSEN ,Léxﬁ\
Washington, ApriF2: Presidén

George W. Bush on'Sunday wel-
comed Yugoslavia’s arrest of its
former President, Slobodan Milo-
sevic, but gave no sign whether
the action would avert a cut-off of
$50 million in US aid.

Mr Bush urged that Milosevic be
tried for “crimes against humani-
ty” by a UN war crimes tribunal,
and urged Yugoslavian President
Vojislav Kostunica to work with
the tribunal. “Milosevic’s arrest
should be a first step toward trying
him for the crimes against human-
ity with which he is charged,” Mr
Bush said in a written statement.

Secretary of state Colin Powell
was expected to announce as early
as Monday whether Yugoslavia
had co-operated. sufficiently with
the tribunal to prevent a cut-off of
- aid mandated by Congress.

The United States is seeking to
pressure Yugoslavia to hand over
suspected war criminals for trial
under international law.

The deadline imposed by Con-
gress was Saturday. Although
there has been speculation that Mr

MILOSEVIC DEPRES

application would be granted.

Milosevic could get five to 15 years if con-
victed of diverting over $100 million in cus-
toms funds to feather the nest of his Socialist
Party and maintain his grip on power.

But what the rest of the world was interest--

ed in was the chance of him being trans-
ferred soon to The Hague on war crimes
charges for Serb actions against ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosovo. .
Serbia’s reformist leaders satd their priori-
ty was justice at home for domestic crimes,
insisting that they would have to introduce a
new law before considering “extradition.”
Western leaders, scenting final victory
over an adversary who has made many sur-
prise comebacks while fanning the flames of
war in the Balkans, welcomed the arrest as a

tral Bélgrade wall on Sunday. (AP)

Milosevic will be handéd

The Hague, April 2: The UN
War Crimes Tribunal said it

Sunday, after a tense standof!
with Yugoslav security forces.

courageous move by the new government
and a first step to international justice..

The arrest nearly went badly wrong.

Two initiai attemipts to bring Milosevic in
on Friday night failed, the second in a hail of
bullets after a group of anti-terrorist-style
masked police smashed their way into his
villa complex.

Milosevic, who at one point vowed hg'd
never be taken alive. agreed in overnight
taiks to surrender peacefully.

His daughter Marija, 36, could not accept
the decision and fired five shots at the con-
voy of cars that took her father away at
dawn. Arraigned on Sunday, he pleaded not
guilty on all counts. Serbian radio later said
the police found an arsenal at the Milosevic
complex, including two armoured persorinel

R 2

LOCK UP: A poster designed by anti-Milosevic activists, shows former Yugoslav Presigént Slobedan Milosevic behind bars, on display on cen-

over: UN court

ifternational law takes prece-
dence over national law. The .

ED BEHIND BARS

carriers, some machineguns and 20 pistols.
The find did not appear to significantly
exceed earlier reports of what Milosevic
diehards had stashed in the place, or what
Army guards left behind.

The radio said the police ajso seized “plans
for an uprising in April’yand several Milose-
vic supporters had been arrested.

The weekend drama generated a record-
breaking rumour mill even by Belgrade’s
high standards during a decade of autocratic
rule and deepening international isolation.

More seriously, it exposed what President
Vojislav Kostunica called a Jack of synchro-
nisation between army and the police —
code for what some earlier desciibe
deliberate Army efforts to block the arrest. \
(Reuters) : :

“These heated declarations can
not be interpreted as reflecting

Powell would allow the aid to
flow, some key senators said on
Suanday it was too early to ease oft
on the pressure. White House offi-
cials declined to comment on the
aid decision. At stake is about $50
million in aid payments set aside
for Yugoslavia this year. If certifi-
cation was denied. the US would
also oppose loans to the Balkan
state. (Reuters)

=3 AR 2w

was confident that Yugoslavia’s
former President Slobodan
Milosevic would be handed over
by Belgrade to the Hague-based
court.

“The arrest is a positive sign.
It will facilitate his delivery to
The Hague,” chief prosecutor
Carla Del Ponte was quoted by
her spokeswoman as saying,
after Milosevic surrendered on

The international criminal tri-
bunal for the former
Yugoslavia, set up in 1993, has
indicted Milosevic on charges of
war crimes and crimes against

humanity during the conflict in -

Serbia’s province of Kosovo in
1999. i

The court says Milosevic
should face trial in The Hague,
before going on trial at hdne, as

THE ASIAN AGE
bt

Yugoslav authorities have said
he should be tried in his own
country {or abuse of power and
corruption.

Mr Del Ponte’s spokeswoman -

Florence Hartmann played
down early declarations from

- Belgrade that Milosevic would
not be handed over yet, but said

the court was prepared to turn
up the pressure.

Belgrade’s official position,” she
said.

“If these declarations continue
and become the official policy of
Belgrade, we will obviously
react.”’ .

The tribunal and the Yugoslav
authorities are also at odds over
the law being drafted in Bel-
grade governing cooperation
with the tribunal. (AFP)
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“World le

PARIS, APRIL 1. The French Presi-
dent, Mr. Jacques Chirac, on Sun-

- day welcomed the arrest of the

former Yugoslav President, Mr.
Slobodan Milosevic, as a sign the
Batkan country had embraced de-
mocracy and the rule of law. “The
President of the republic is over-
joyed by the arrest of Slobodan
Milosevic that took place early
this morning in Belgrade, and is
also overjoyed that the Yugoslav
authorities have confirmed their
faith in the path of democracy
and law,” Mr. Chirac said in a
statement, “This day has been
long awaited. Justice should now
be done,” he added via his spo-
keswoman, Ms Catherige Colon-
na.

The German Foreign [MiRister,
Mr. Joschka Fischer, hailed the ar-
rest but said Mr. Milosevic should
eventually face a United Nations
court on charges of crimes against

: humanity. “The YugoslayGovern-
ment’s prudent a ach shows

e

aders welc

that the democratically elected
powers in Yugoslavia are deter-
mined to follow the rule of law,”
Mr. Fischer said in a statement.
“The Yugoslav Government’s in-
tention to start a criminal proce-
dure against Milosevic initially
under national law is a first step
toward bringing him to account
for the gravest offences and hu-
man rights abuses e js charged
with,” he said. b Wt
“The German Government be-
lieves that all countries must ful-
fill their obligations under
international law for cooperation
with international criminal juris-
diction. This also applies to Bel-
grade,” Mr. Fischer said. “In the
end, those accused of human
rights crimes in the International
Tribunal for Yugoslavia in The
Hague must be handed over.”
NATO welcomed the arrest of
Mr. Milosevic, saying it hoped this
would lead to a trial of the fallen
leader before the War Crimes Tri-

ey e

<

ome arrest

bunal in The Hague. “Justice must
be served,” the NATO spokesman,
Mr. Robert Pszczel, said. “We ex-
pect that the arrest of Mr Milosev-
ic will be the first step on the road
leading eventually to the Hague to
answer charges of war crimes.”

The European Union said it
welcomed the arrest and called
the action “an important step to-
wards bringing peace and justice”
to the Balkan region.

: ‘ )

The E.U, also welcon?ed other
concrete sieps taken by author-
ities to cooperate with the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal over
the past weeks, the Swedish E.U.
Presidency said in a statement.

Meanwhile, Russia warned that
other countries should stay out of
the controversy. The Russian For-
eign Ministry spokesman, Mr.
Alexander Yakovenko, appeared
to make oblique criticism of the !
U.S. position. — AP, Reuters, DPA
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BELGRADE, APRIL 1. Thelformér Yu-
goslav President, Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic, gave himself up to po-
lice today, ending a 24-hour
armed standoff with security
forces.

_Milosev
Wl Al

en surrender early in
the day came after a tense night of
negotiations as Mr. Milosevic and
his entourage, which police said
included up to 50 heavily armed
supporters, became increasingly
erratic.

“He was in a pretty bad mental
state,”” Serbia’s Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr. Zarko Korac, told
BBC television. “He was unbal-
anced, threatening and showing
his gun, saying he will kill himself
.and his family.” But, true to the
brinkmanship that marked his
political career, Mr. Milosevic left
his surrender to the last minute,
after his supporters had thwarted
one special police bid to grab him
and another assault was being
prepared.

As he was taken to a waiting
convoy of vehicles from his up-
market Belgrade residence, shots
were heard from inside as his dis-
traught daughter, Ms. Marija, be-
gan firing wildly about her. Five
shots were heard just before five
;gmﬁ, parked by the wall sur-

unding the residence sped off.

Mr. Milosevic will be grilled by
an investigative judge on charges
of abuse of power and financial
misdealings, officials said. At the
first hearing, the judge would de-
cide whether Mr. Milosevic
should remain in custody. If so,
the judge could order a month-
long detention, which could later
be extended for up to six months.

But Mr. Milosevic could also be
freed pending his trial. His lawyer,
Mr. Toma Fila, said the former
President was being held in Bel-
grade’s central investigative pris-
on, awaiting the hearing.

Mr. Milosevic was indicted in
May 1999 by a U.N. tribunal for
war crimes allegedly committed
in Kosovo, but he was arrested on

Supporters of the former Yugoslav President, Mr. Slobodon Milosevic, flash the

ic sees reason, surrenders

4 b\, w

traditional Serb salute behind a cordon of riot police on Saturday. Inset: a file
photograph of Mr. Milosevic. — AP, Reuters

the lesser charges of financial
misdealings and abuse of power.

Asked how Mr. Milosevic had
accepted it, the Serbian Interior
Minister, Mr. Dusan Mihajlovic,
said, “common sense has pre-
vailed.” “We have witnessed very
dramatic events, from claims that
the police would not be able to
take him alive, to others that he
would kill his daughter and wife
before killing himself. But, may-
be, when these things were clear-
ed up and when more reasonable

members of his party helped him
to understand the reality of the
situation he was in. He became
aware that resistance was non-
sensical.”

The British Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Robin Cook, was first to com-
ment on the arrest, saying: “This
is very welcome news to all those
who have struggled so long to
bring peace and justice to the Bal-
kans.” The French President, Mr.
Jacques Chirac, was ‘“‘delighted”
with the news, his spokeswoman

THE HINDU
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said. In Washington, the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush,
welcomed Mr. Milosevic being
taken into custody and urged that
he be tried for “crimes against
humanity”’.

Mr. Bush urged Yugosiavia to
work with the U.N. war crimes tri-
bunal, but made no statement on
whether j# would step up pres-
sure for a trial through the tribu-
nal by cutting off aid to
Yugoslavia. — AFP, Reuters

More reports, picture: Page 16



Belgrade, April 1 (Reuters): Yu-

goslav ex-president Slobedan-

Milosevic; the central figure in a
decade of Balkan wars, was arrest-
ed and jailed today after a 36-hour
armed -stand-off with the re-
formists who ousted him last year.

His lawyer said he pleaded riot
guilty to charges of diverting state
funds and was remanded in cus-

tody for the customary 30-day pe- »

riod in Belgrade’s central prison.
A doctor :.examined the one-
time national hero, 59, and found
him exhausted from the weekend
ordeal with- slightly elevated
-blood pressure but otherwise in
good health. He was prescribed
tranquillisers, defence counsel
Toma Fila said.
Western governments hailed
the arrest as a first step towards

" trying Milosevic at the UN war ",

_ crimes tribunal in The Hague,

where he is charged with crimes -
against humamty in 1999, yvhen -

-atrocities were committed against
Kosovo ethnic Albanians. -

© . “Milosevic’s ayrest sheuld be a
first step toward trying him for

the crimes agamst humanity with.

which he is charged,” US Presi-
dent George W. Bush said. “His ar-

rest represents an important step -

inbringingtoaclose the tragicera
of his brutal dictatorship.”

But Belgrade's reformists in-
sisted the - move, their most dan-
gerous since they took power last
‘October, had béen carried out
purely so Milesevic can face do-
mestic chargés of ahnse of office
for stealing well over $100 million
in state funds. “The decision was
made to start@n investigation and
the detention:has been set for 30
days, as usual,” Fila told reporters

through the barred gates of Bel- -

grade’s central prison,’

“He has.a special condi-
_tions...but that only means he has
“running hot and cold water. It is

not a five starhotel. -

" Milosevic’s . ominqus__vow

‘nevertobe captured ahve WaSJ t

“something people say when the
get emotional,” Toma said.

. He knew such a stand could .

also mean the deaths of a score of

loyal bodyguards and that was

why he surrendered peacefully.

“Milosevic said at the hearing
ilty. Not under -
any smgle counf on the charge

that he was not

sheet,” Fila said, ahdmg inaradio
interview that Milosevic was “de-
pressed” and did not know why he
was being incarcerated.
His highly influential wife

Mirjana visited himin prison. -

. An investigative judge will
question Milosevic on the basis of

.the preliminary charges, which

say he used four of his fop aides to
redirect almost two billion Yu-
goslav dinars and foreign funds
from 1994 to his ouster in October
lastyear.

“ The arrest ended several days

' of dramd, tension and confusion

over the fate of the former Presi-
dent that included a shootout be-
tween black-clad masked pdlice
commandos and his own private
guards during one of two fa1led at-
tempts to grab him. . :

. In the end, Milosevic agreed to.
give himself up and was trans-
ferred to Belgrade’s central prison
in the early hours of the morning

- from the official residence in Bel-
‘grade that he had continued to oc-
- cupy despite his’

fall. The former Pyesident’s adult

daughter Marija fired several -
shotsintheair in anger afterMilo-
sevic'was taken away, according -
. to  Serbian interior mlmster

Dusan Mihajlovie. .

“Mr Milosevic will enjoy all
the rights granted to him by the
law,” said Mihajlovic. He must be
brought to trial within six months
and could face five to 15 years in
prison if found guilty- of the

‘charges levelled against him,

“We can decide on pxtradnmg

Mﬂosewc or any other Yugoslav ]

‘potitical down- :

WHAT A RELIEF! A couple hugs each other infront of a resistance movement poster in Belgrade

showing Milosevic smokmg a clgar and the slogan saymg “Whois guilty?” (AFP) -

citizen only after a law on cooper—
ation with The Hague tribunal is
passed,” said Serbian Justice Min-.
ister Vladan Batic.

The drama played out as a US s
imposed deadline  expired -last
night for Yugoslavia to show it .
was . cooperating with the war

g

"crimes tribunal and embracmg

democracy or risk losing vital fi-

nancial support from Washmg— ’
- ton. .

. The Us made clear that arrest:
: lng Milosevic would help Bel-.

grade get a favourable verdict.
state department officials said

YHE TELEGRAPH
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their decision would be revealed

- tomorrow.

Milosevic’s Soc1ahst Party of -
Serbia said he was innocent of all
charges. “The first act of a staged
political trial has begug,” party
vice president Bramslav Ivkovic

sa1d L /

. master of
" and Houdini escapes-held the

s in prison

A vintage
clifthanger

‘Belgrade, April 1 (Reuters): True

to his inimitable style, Serbia’s
brinkmanship

nation in thrall today in what
many hoped would be the last
starring role in his self-directed

" tragedy. .
He was remanded in custody

for 30 days by an investigating
judge, Serbia’s BK television

. said, citing Milosevic’s lawyer.

As so often before, he re-
mained out of sight as specula-
tion mounted over how his tense
36-hour standoff with poli¢e who
had twice failed to arrest him on

_corruption charges wouldend.
.. ... Some predicted he would kill
himself, like his mother, father

and uncle had done. Others be-
lieved he would resist arrest to

the last, going down in a hail of
‘bullets and playing out’a final

actof destruction to ensure the

most bitter and divisive of lega-

cies,
Or, he might would vanish

;mysteriously from the villa

where he was holed up for over

" 24 hours after two failed bids to
‘bring hif" into - custody on

charges of corruption and abuse

: ofpoWen

He could be spirited out of the
mysterlous bunker under the of-
ficial presidential compound by
diehard loyalists, sparing an di-
- vided and ambivalent- ‘govern-
ment the embariassment of see-
ing him shot in a desperate third
raid or led out in manacles.

But just when a pre-dawn
shoot-out looked inevitable, with

reports of flak-jacketed police
moving up towards the resi-
dence, Milosevic surrendered

himself to justice. It was a quiet, '

almost anti-climactic ending
reminiscent of his disarming re-
tirement speech, in front of a
fireplace, at the height of last Oc-
tober’s uprising.

The trappings of power were
gone and instead of a speech to
the nation, all Serbs could see of
the denouement was a convoy of
official vehicles heading into
Belgrade central prison.

It was a vintage Milosevic

cliffhanger, riding the odds to
the limit to see how far his oppo-
nents were prepared to go, then

- folding his hand without appar-

ent fuss, as if it had all been a
bluff. '

In the past 10 years, he
managed to wrong-foot exasper-
ated major powers with totally
unexpected shifts and twists

. that thwarted their efforts
to stop his brand of ruthless na- -

tionalism from wrecking the
Balkans. .
" Many expressed private, re-

" luctant admiration for a bizarre

talent that was somehow never
quite negated by his steady re-
treat to international pariah sta-

" tus for the bloodshed and ethnic

cleansing he allegedly autho-

Despite being cornered at
last, Milosevic again managed
to appear master of his own
fate, again able to

whole Serbian on in his

decision. '~ . N

volve the|

-



, i Milosevic loyalists

BELGRADE, APRIL 1. The drama be-
gan shortly after 7 p.m. on Friday
during a routine session of the
Yugoslavian Parliament. Capita-
lising on the live television cov-
erage, Mr. Branislav Ivkovic, a
leader of Mr. Slobodan Milosev-
ic’s Socialist Party, announced
that police cars and an ambu-
lance were heading towards the
former President’s Belgrade villa.

As darkness fell, self-pro-
claimed Serb patriots gathered at
the compound in the upmarket
suburb of Dedinje to defend Mr.
Milosevic. About 100 congregated
at the front gates, chanting: “We
won'’t give you up, Slobo!” Anoth-
er 200 loyalists poured through
the back entrance. Here, the at-
mosphere was more menacing —
this was the expected epicentre of
the battle to arrest Mr. Milosevic.

Most of the “patriots’” at the
front gates were middle-aged or
elderly people who had spent
weeks on rotating shifts, guarding
their ‘“President”. Those at the
back included younger men in
leather coats and ski jackets —
with bulges indicating concealed
weapons.

The atmosphere was tense and
the talk was of a showdown with
the Serbian police that could end
in bloodshed. “The police have
become traitors and servants of
the West,” one armed man said.
“I will die before I allow them to
take our leader.”

On the rear drive, three vehicles
with tinted bullet- proof windows
waited with their engines run-
ning. Silhouettes of men could be
seen. When a Serbian police wag-
on carrying officers pulled into
the drive at around 11 p.m., the
minders formed a blockade. The
police made no attempt to break
past the cordon and soon turned
back. Cheers rose from the crowd.
Then Mr. Ivkovic emerged from
+he compound, saying he had just
1 net Mr. Milosevic who thanked

The Yugoslav President, Mr. Vojislav Kostunica (centre right), reads a statement after the meeting
of top state officials about the crisis over the arrest of the former President, Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic, in Belgrade on Saturday. In the front row (left to right) are Mr. Miroljub Labus,

Yugoslavia's Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Zoran Djindic, Prime Minister of Yugoslavia’s main republic,
Serbia, and Mr. Viadan Batic, the Serbian Minister for Justice. — AP

all of them for coming to defend
him.

At about midnight, police con-
tacts advised journalists to go to
the judicial complex in central
Belgrade. Some officials began
saying that Mr. Milosevic had
been arrested, but Mr. Ivkovic
said this was not true. “You can
believe me now or you can be-
lieve me tomorrow when you see
it was a lie,” he said. “You should
come back to the house because
this is far from over.”

THE P
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Indeed, the former President
soon emerged from his villa on
Uzicka Street where he briefly
greeted his supporters. ‘1 am not
afraid,” he told the Belgrade inde-
pendent radio and television sta-
tion B92. "I expect this story to
end in a just manner and for the
benefit of our people.”

Meanwhile, a conflict was be-
coming apparent between the lo-
cal Serbian police and the Federal

Yugoslavian army. Mr. Zoran
Diindjic, Se/mia%ngrime Minister,

said the head of the army unit as-
signed to guard the compound
had handed the keys of the main
gate to members of Mr. Milosev-
ic’s private guard.

By about 2 a.m. the crowd of
“‘patriots’’ was growing angrier as
they anticipated an imminent
raid. Mr. Ivkovic and another se-
nior Milosevic aide, Mr. Ivica
Dacic, emerged from the back
gate with a megaphone. They told
the crowd that the media and
Government were spreading lies

way for the rpid. As he finished
speaking, sevdral police vans sped
up. Dozens of'riot police charged
the crowd. Fighting erupted. “Are
you Serbs or Americans?”’ Milo-
sevic supporters screamed at offi-
cers. Some chanted “UCK, UCK”
at them +— using the local initials
for the Kosovo Liberation Army.

At about 2.30 a.m. the riot
squad managed to clear a space in
front of the gate, allowing their
vehicles to move closer. Ski-
masked commandos from the
Serbian Special Police jumped
from the vehicles with automatic
rifles and sprinted to the 10-foot
walls of the compound. They hur-
led stun grenades over the gate
before scaling it. A white van with
no windows sped right up to the
gate which one of the comman-
dos had opened and more
masked officers poured through.

A few minutes later, gunfire
broke out both inside and outside
the compound, but it was impos-
sible to determine who was
shooting. Many among the crowd
outside the gates threw them-
selves to the ground. Dozens of
regular police officers and jour-
nhalists hid behind nearby cars
and trees.

Concussion grenades contin-
ued to explode inside the com-
pound, accompanied by sporadic
gunfire. Fifteen minutes after the
raid had begun, two wounded po-
lice officers were carried to an
ambulance, while one of the “‘pa-
triots” was reported injured by
gunfire.

A quiet then fell on the scene
before two black vehicles carrying
Government negotiators roared
up the road. Unidentified men got
out and entered the compound.
An hour or so later they left, only
to return after 30 minutes. —

©Telegraph GroupLimited, Lon-
don. 2001 W

B stiff e
put up stiff resistance
S — in an atterr:%ilear the “patri-
ots” from thq property to make
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. BELGRADE, March 31. —

. Masked commandos stormed

. Into the grounds of Mr Slobo-

. dan Milosevic’s home early to-
day amid shooting in a bid to
arrest the former Yugoslav
President after an earlier at-
tempt went wrong.

At least two persons were
injured. The move came on
the eve of a deadline set by
the US legislature for Presi-
dent George W Bush to de-

. clare whether Yugoslavia is
' cooperating with the UN War
Crimes Tribunal, which has
- indicted Mr Milosevic, or im-
' pose economic sanctions on
Belgrade.

Media said police had been
asked to arrest Mr Milosevic
during the night. But silence
from inside the compound af-
ter the storming raised the
possibility of a stand-off be-
tween the commandos and Mr
Milosevic’s own guards.

Earlier, the Serbian deputy
Prime Minister and another
source said Mr Milosevie, ous-
ted in a mass uprising last
October, had been arrested
and taken to a courthouse to
face a judge.

But the convoy of jeeps
which arrived at the court-
house in central Belgrade left
again and Mr Milosevic was
seen greeting some support-

-~ Commandos storm
1 MilOSEViC home "

Yugoslav special police take position at Mr Slobodan Milosevic's home in Belgrade

ers outside his home. He has
reportedly vowed that he will
“not go to prison alive”.

The interior minister, Mr
Dusan Mihajlovic, said Mr
Milosevic was under house
arrest and would remain so
until he agreed to appear be-
fore an investigating magis-
trate. Speculation that the
former leader’s arrest was im-

on Saturday. — AP/PTI1

minent soared earlier vester-
day after a police van, an am-
bulance and several cars
showed up near his home. But
the justice minister said no
one had been arrested.

A political source said prob-
lems with the arrest were due
to the different stances of the
police and army, which
guards the official residence

in which the former President
has continued to live despite
his downfall. Serbia’s reform-
ist rulers have said the for
mer leader will not be arres-
ted on war crimes charges be-
fore the US deadline. But
they have left open the possi-
bility of arresting him
charges of abuse of offi
financial crimes.

and
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keeping
close watch

Washington, March 31
(Reuters): The United States mon-
itored the situation in Belgrade
today, the deadline it had set for
deciding whether Yugoslavia had
made enough democratic
progress to warrant continued US
aid.

Washington awaited the out-
come in Belgrade after a confus-
ing night in which two attempts
were’'made to detain Yugaslavia's
forpher president, Slobodan Milo-
seyic, who is wanted by a UN
cgurt on war crimes charges.

“We are currently monitoring

he situation and we will not have
/ anything to say until we have all
the facts,” said a US state depart-
ment official.

Last night, a different US offi-
cial had said Washington had “re-
ceived communications.” from the
Yugoslav government that Milo-
sevic had been arrested. Yu-
goslavia has said Milosevic was
under house arrest in his Bel-
grade home for abuse of office and
fraud — not for genocide and
imes. A US official said

abilify for his crimes, domestic
y international,” the official
s#id last night.

onsituation(,. " NOt {O
in Belgrade bég

gradg early on daturaay. (keuters)

Spéciaf police commandos storm the house of former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic in Bx\/
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Holed-up Milosevic vows

OM DOUGLAS HAMILTON

elgrade, March 31 (Reuters):

i1 it be like Edgar G. Robinson
in Little Caesar, or Hitler and Eva
Braun in their Berlin bunker? Or
will he come out with his hands
up?

“Everyone chooses his own
end,” said a Serbian government
source as observers held their
breath for the outcome of the
standoff that followed the gunbat-
tle that erupted when Yugoslavi-
a's new leaders tried to arrest its
ex-President.

The image of the Chicago gang-
ster smashing a window with his
tommy-gun to yell out “You'll
never take me alive, copper!” fits
Slobodan Milosevic’s alleged
gangster kingpin status.

The suicide bullet in a bunker
was another final scenario imag-
ined by some in the showdown
with Milosevic, whose aggressive
nationalism brought his people to
ruin and turned Yugoslavia into
an international pariah.

Tolstoy said it was not “possi-
ble to find the factors leading to
warfare in the personal actions of
asingle man”, that they lay rather
in the myriad decisions of whole
peoples, multiplied by unbroken
chains of unpredictable circum-
stance.

But many, in the Balkans and

g0 to prison alive#

» beyond, have no doubt that Milo-

sevic bears the heaviest responsi-
bility for the wars that engulfed
Yugoslavia in the past decade,
killed hundreds of thousands and
linked Serbs indelibly with the
crime of “ethnic cleansing”.

Come up and get me

The “Al Capone” charges that he
faces, of serious financial and po-
litical misdemeanours rather
than crimes against humanity.
were widely welcomed by the
West late yesterday as an “impor-
tant first step” on the way toan in-
ternational war crimes trial.

Like the 1920s US hoodlum
boss and Public Enemy number
one, who died of syphilitic demen-
tia after serving a prison sentence
in Alcatraz for federal tax evasion.
Milosevic seemingly does not in-
tend to fall into the clutches of the
law. “You can put it like this —
Milosevic will be under house ar-
rest until he agrees to show up in
front of an investigating judge,”
Serbian interior minister Dusan
Mihajlovic said today after two
dramatic bids to seize the ex-Pres-
ident went badly wrong.

Milosevic would have to stay
holed up, with heavily armed po-
lice outside his official residence
in a smart Belgrade suburb, until
he agreed to appear before an in-
vestigating magistrate, Miha-

.-

jlovie said. Milosevie vows he wll
“not go to prison alive’ . - .

As he steadily ciunbled away
bits of the old Yugoslavia, thenic
own countryv and its r'emai‘m'g;
prestige. Serbs used to recounthis
wife's alarm ot finding huiddeds
of heavily-armed men appearing
in the garden of their vitla-by
night. "Tt's okny. Mira.” tHejdke
had Milosevic saying. “Theyte
just our border guards.” s,
ohe a‘
No more joking '
It all came true during the Iﬁg“hftas
masked commandos with, Yga-
chineguns stormed his house i a
second attempt to grab B
statesman. A gunbattle brokerqit
with Milosevic's well-armed pri-
vate guard, who were still with
him today. ]

By morning. the government
was assuring the country that
Milosevic would be nabbed “when
cmplovees of the ministry of inte-
rior estimate that it is possible-to
cairy out the arrest”. Polititai
sources had said Yugoslav army
officers loval to the old chief had
thwarted the police to protect
Milosevic. who was ousted in a
nass uprisig. Mi vic, never a

" ranting demagoguegplayed it cool

in a call with Belgrade radio sta-
tion B92. At the moment [ am-

drinking coffee with my friengs
here and Tam very well.” g
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Fresh clashes erﬁﬁ’; along \//

Kosovo-Macedonia border

\\

ETHNIC ALBANIAN rebels and
Macedonian forces exchanged
mortar and small-arms fire on
Saturday along the Kosovo bor-
der, the army said.

There were no casualties on the
Macedonian side, a military
spokesman said. The army, how-
ever, said it was checking uncon-
firmed reports that one of the
guerrillas was killed.

A rebel commander reached by
mobile telephone said he was not
aware of new fighting. But he
said guerrilla units were operat-
ing independently in the rugged
mountains and were not always
able to stay in contact with one
another.

In a related development, US
troops patrolling the border
detained 30 men suspected of
being ethnic Albanian rebels
crossing from Macedonia into
Kosovo. US Spokeswoman Alayne

Skopje, March 31 \)(\[ v

\ Chamer said on Saturday. The

men, which Cramer said were
“military age,” were detained on
Friday during the day in two
groups of 11 and also other small-
er groups. s

Also found with one group of
men were several machine guns
and sniper rifles, along with
ammunition, Cramer said. Word
of renewed fighting came only a
day after the army declared suc-
cess in its nearly weeklong drive
to flush the insurgents from
strongholds in the hills along the
frontier.

Saturday’s fighting broke out
before dawn and continued spo-
radically for hours about 10 kilo-
meters north of Skopje, the Mace-
donian capital, said military
spokesman Blagoja Markovski.
He said about half a dozen rebels
had slipped across the border
from Kosovo and began sniping at
a Macedonian army watchtower.
The army responded with mortar

and small-arms fire, he said.

Also on Saturday, the Macedon-
ian military said it had completed
a mine-clearing operation in the

‘Sara mountains above Tetovo,

Macedonia’s second-largest city.
Last Sunday, the Government
launched an offensive in the area
to drive rebels from their
positions.

Ahead of that attack, most
civilians in the ethnic Albanian
villages fled their homes — some
to seek shelter in safer Macedon-
ian towns and villages away from
the fighting; others to Kosovo.

The Government of this for-
mer Yugoslav republic said its
offensive was meant to drive the
guerrillas out of the country
prior to talks with leaders of the
country’s ethnic Albanian minor-
ity. It has refused to negotiate
directly with the rebels, whom it
considers terrorists who want to
split up Macedonia.

AP




74
“uonsneyYxas A[Uo ‘saea} ou

2J9M BIBY], TBM OAOSO3] Y} oI
J9A0 1JO] SSUTUI YIIm Poaoe] Spialy
y3noayl Lem Iyl Suryord ‘ssaly
91} WioJy padaouid sieBe(ia oyl
IYSTu ay) InoyEnoIy) AIMors
'SIITY Y3 63 ps
-noys (9¢) twreopeIey] wrey  ‘sn
ST ‘umop mEoo ‘UMOP su0)),,
‘In0 saasdnjaa
24y} Xe0O 0} J9p.Joq syl 01 I3
-SO[0 sAOW WBY] 191 01 sdooxy sy}
popensiaod ofdoadsumol oy,
AUWLIB S A13UNOOD UMO 19U} uTeafy
s9adNnjol UBRTUOPAOBIAl 8Y3 pateds
‘sung auIyoBUl PUE Inowie
Apoq Iy} WM ‘SISIPIOS Ay}
mg ‘spoom a1 UT S8Tpoq UlIeMm
10ds. 0} 1ea3 UOISIA-IYSIU J18 1
3uisn ‘SUIyoof os[e aJom BaJIe
ye 8urfionyed sdooxy ueuLian
‘s9e8nJaa puty 03 Sul
-A13 aaam sfurgnf sfuo Jo UMO}
urelunow 3jowal ay}l jo sjusp
-1sad ay,], ‘Surtusas Aepung uo
18pJOg OA0SO3] 9y} 3uofe syead
93 $SOJI0B BUIAOW UQas aq PInoo
sjysrysey jo sputodurd oy,
"80s 213UlS € pue peaaq jo Jeo]
uajes-Jrey e Sururejuod 3eq [[euws

€ parxaed 1yod ‘dixy 8yl Joq Kau

-JInof ay3 ystuyy wiayl utdiay sem

auocAue I BApI oU peY pue ‘Mous
2yl ul peauopueqe ojdoad om}
Mmes a4 Aem ay3 3uofe pres s
“'SIN0Y (g UBY} 9101
Jo diay e — Aepaie)sed we (0£:9
mun sfurgnf| sfuo( Ut 8ALLIR } U
-pIp pue Aepung uc we (1 punoie
SIoquialu ATriaeJ ¢z pue Uaipriyd
om} ST YITm a1 (96) 110d Hes]
. PeOJ 91 89S 1 UPINod
M [[9] ¥Iep Uayp "Juifrej pue
3uiiquuinis aIem SosI0Y 9,1, (S3)
[udsAH wiez pres , Trydn [1e s 31
‘3T 9qLI0S9P 3, UBD NOJ,, "Ted11I8A
Afyeorzorad und sawawos jeyl
sadors Surddii8 woay 1.1p Yirm
PoI[L] S[reuaaduly A9yl ‘pnu Ut
PaI2A0D d.I9M S90S $9a8njax sy,
‘'salf[aq I1oyl} 03 dn jem 3UIYEOS
poAlLi1Ie s9SI0Y S898njea oy,
JapJoq 9y} JO 9pTS OA0SOY] 8} U0
SUO0{)09s 9WO0S SUISIsART] 9[qNOoT}
JABY SI3IPIOS JISYL USAQ 33pPo
-[mouyoe sdood) o1eN jeyl padsna
0s aIe sulejunour Jes ayl,
MO} Ul ugIpiryo
9AIJ Y3TM OAOSO3] 0} ¥aal BIYy JO
‘(gg) TWIDZY JIIV PIes  ‘Ssp3njaa
yjm pafily alam no:ts ‘ woo\s

oy} ojur Sull) pariels pue speay
N0 dA0QE dwed sxa1dodTay ‘SIITyY
ay) ysnoayl suryres SIYM.,,
"SIYSIS STouuN3 UBTUODSIRA
Jo mo deay 0} yIep J10J pailem
SI9YIQ AJojeIpotumil dAes] 0}

.papIdop swWoS "I TEA PIIOM 80UlS

awT} 38113 83 J0§ pue] sy} sut
-uopuege ‘08 01 W} sem 1t jeyy
00%°1 Jo @3e[[la UBTUB][Y JTUY}D
93 $S0.J0€ peadds paom ‘uoog
sfaqad a2 Yiim sutre dn axe}
01 AJ9¥I[ oJ€ OS[e }ng — Sawoy ay}
yolem 0} putijeq paAe)s Uawl SUnox
'$95.10Y JO Sa[ppes Uapoom a9y} uo
peyoJad alaom USIP[IYD pue ‘sydeq
SI9U30 U0 parLIEd axam drdoad
PIO 'SITEls 1oy} ut paxdo] deays
pue sos10y sy Jai (88) IUasAH
JBurream uLJ 18} S9YI0[0
asa1 ATuo 3YSnoaq I "saIfIuie; mo
pmuw 01 POOJ0] 1SN[ 3I0M dM,, "PTES
ay . ‘s1e1plos ueruopadey surd
-doap 1dey saerdodi[ay aYL,
'S[e(al AU} - AULLy UoTiRIaqL ]
[euoiieN ayj o(oarous 03 Sutday
‘0A019], WO Aeme Wy ¢ ‘80leA
1e 101dod11oy Aq paaLiae sdooxy
URIUOPIOBIA Uaym UIE 9 1B 93JJ00
SufUulIp sem TudsSAy JiueH
m;mmmoms% wo.Jy pajeaedss

h-}

Afngeorad 1Ryl A13unod 0 9y}
1rede §uries; mou uniyady ayj Jo
jurodyseqj 8y} a.1e 0A039], A110 Uel
-UOPSOBA 93 9a0qe STITY 9],
"awioy [1ed Ao} S[IY UBTUOPIDBIA
JdoMS-PUTM 9L} UT Paaatfjeam sadey
YIM syoJell)eW pue — ST STATH
pouwieU juejul po-Aep-gz e way}
Fuowre — UaIP[IYo 1Y3noag Layy
‘SI91PIOS pue s181doalfay ueTuop
-90€A WoJJ aJijuns 3uiaalq ode
syeam XIs ueda(q $9010J] UBTUOD
-9OBJA] pUE S[egaJ Uerueqly dIuyld
usom}aq Sunysy aouls — Adusde
ga8ngal N[ oy} 01 SuIpIodde
‘000°T Uey} aJowl — saadngadl
J0 Juswsaomwr S(3uls  1sadue
3y} sem sSnpoxXa ARPUOIA-C)-Aep
NS JOY [, ‘0A0SOY SuLmoqysiau
ur A1a3es 0] poxye.q3 pue 92feA JO
age[[1a UeTUOPadBN 8} panadura
SaTfIuIe} JO spoIpuny Istu v
‘pooj pue 3urylop
Jo speol A¥[nq yjesusq polq
-umis sasioy I1ayl daap 0s mous
M surejunow ydnoayl pysiu
SSOTUOOW € JO SSOUNJIEP 83 UL A]
-11ed ‘smoy 03 A4OANYL AHHL

L& YDA
‘(wiavysodng) afuign{7 afuoq

;4\:?\,& 2

I} SURTUOPIIRIA] SSI[2WO

A)dyes 0} xu

'0A033] jO ameszto: ‘@0leg 0 agen
.9y} ul asnoy siy jo ajed padse. ayi Aq spuels ugueqly 21Uyld Alape uy

DLOHd d4v

/w

AR TR - ——



“"Macedonia a ae
“against Albanian

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MACEDONIA, March 25. -
' Heavy mortar barrages echoed
through the hills surrounding
| Tetovo early today as fighting
" escalated between Macedonian
! forces and ethnic Albanian reb-
els in the start of a long-prom-
ised government offensive to
flush out the insurgents.

The early morning explosions,
which were the heaviest in
days, came as both sides were
warning of major actions.

A convoy of armoured vehicles
rumbled down the centre of
downtown Tetovo just before

dawn, turning toward the eth-
nic Albanian village of Gajre.
four km outside the centre of
Tetovo. Yesterday, rebels and
Macedonian gunners had ex-
changed fire on several occa-
sions in the early afternoon.

As three tanks rumbled over
cobblestone streets in the city’s
Slavic neighbourhoods, people
gathered on street corners and
cheered. Dust and smoke rose
above the mountains just south
of the city centre. A few small
fires burned out of control.

The Macedonian army con-
firmed that the military had be-
gun a “strong operation to clear

out the terrain from the terro-
rists on the Sara Mountain.”
“We are using all available
means,” Blagoja Markovski, an
army spokesman, said.

The barrage came just one day
after helicopters had thundered
over Mount Sar Planina, the fo-
cus of attacks southwest of the
city’s centre, firing several
rockets that sent up a large
plume of dirt and smoke. It was
not immediately clear what
they were targeting or whether
anyone was wounded.

The attacks by MI-24 attack
helicopters, acquired just a day
earlier from Ukraine, also came

\""“"
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a few haurs after two shells ap-
parently fired from rebel posi-
tions slammed into a Slavic nei-
ghbourhood near a police chec-
kpoint, spraying shrapnel thro-
ugh a cobblestone alley and in-
juring four people.The ethnic
Albanian struggle in Macedoni-
a has been linked to the war in
Kosovo.

Although the rebels in Mace-
donia say their aim is more
rights for ethnic Albanians
within Macedonia, the govern-
ment accuses them of seeking
independence afid drawing on
Kosovo for Aighters and weap-
ons.
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pamey Ava s, waopELUYVE Of WICh State they belong to.

/(n AV Balkan Battles géL n,

The situation on the Macedonian-Kosovo border raises feary that the
Balkan may see yet another conflagration. Armed Kosovars ar crossing
the Macedonian-Kosovo border, attempting to establish their doyninance

/over Kosovar majority areas of Macedonia. This former republic of

¥ Yugoslavia has more than 20 per cent Kosovar population. The idea
appears to be to attempt to create a greater Albania including Kosovo of
Serbia and Kosovar inhabited areas of Macedonia. Though there is a
multinational UN force in Kosovo, they have not succeeded in promoting
inter-communal harmony between the Kosovars and Serbs in Kosovo
nor have they been able to prevent the Kosovars from infiltrating the
border belt in Serbia and the Macedonian territory. In other words, what
the Serbs predicted about the Albanian-Kosovar expansionist plans ap-
pears to be on way to implementation. NATO has asked the Serbian
army to patrol the five kilometre belt from which it had earlier excluded
them. NATO is warning the Kosovars not to push the Macedonians too
tar. Macedonia has already called up volunteers to resist the Kosovar
penetration of their territory. The Kosovars in Kosovo are putting pres-
sure on the Serbian minority to carry out ethnic cleansing, and the
K-FOR, the NATO peacekeeping force in Kosovo, has its hands full in at-
tempting to restrain the Kosovars. Kosovo appears to be a repetition of

- the US performance in Afghanistan. In order to confront and push out
the Soviet forces, the US encouraged in an undifferentiated way all kinds
of Islamic extremists including Osama Bin Laden.

Subsequently the Frankenstein monster of Islamic extremism turned
on the US. Similarly, the US encouraged and helped to arm the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) to punish then Serbian president Slobadon
Milosevic. It is now established that the KLA was used to provoke the
conflict to justify the bombing of Yugoslavia. The KLA is no longer under
the strict control of the US agencies which trained and armed them. The
KILA has made no secret of its objective of securing an independent
sovereign Kosovo as a step towards establishing greater Albania which
would include besides Kosovo, territories from Macedonia and Greece.
In other words, even as the US is advocating multi-ethnic states in
Bosnia, Yugoslavia and Macedonia, the Kosovars are posing a major
challenge to the concept of the multi-ethnic pluralistic state and are in-
tent on promoting the two-nation theory based on religious doctrine. The
US has already taken a stand against redrawing the state boundaries in
the Balkans, The US wisdom has come somewhat late. It is not going to
be casy for the US and NATO to restrain the KLA extremism and effort
in that direction would mean a prolonged stay of the NATO forces in the
Balkans in their role as peacekeepers. It is also time for the international
community to take a stand against forces and philosophies which
fragment existing states in the name of ethno-nationalism. A lot more is
it stake in the Macedonian conflict than merely a local ethnic uprising. It
s also a lesson to the US that shortsighted opportunistic policies like
wming Mujahideen in Afghanistan arid the Kosovo Liberation Army in
he Balkans have long-term costsfiot only to the US but to others in the
Aiternational community.
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By Vaiju Naravane

BELGRADE, MARCH 11. “How do you call
someone on Death Row in the States? Dead
man walking, right? I am almost certain
that Slobodan Milosevic is in such a
situation today,” says Mr. Bozidca Spacic,
former senior member of the Serbian secret
service who today runs a detective agency

called SIA. N

Mr. Spacic is on a government \') %
committee called TIM, which is
investigating persons who had dealings
with the former Yugoslav President, Mr.
Milosevic. One of their jobs is to tail
persons closely linked to the Milosevic
couple.

“Following the arrest of Rade Markovic,
the former chief of the secret service and a
close friend of Slobodan and his wife Mira,
such precautionary measures were
necessary. In the past couple weeks alone,
there have been serious warnings, attacks
against members of the government and
the secret services, which we believe came
from Milosevic cronies,” says Mr. Spacic.

In his villa in the Dedjine district, Mr.
Milosevic lives surrounded by some 20
close badyguards. They are strong, highly
trained men, adept at body combat,
equipped with the latest equipment by way
of clase range weapons.

During the reign of Mr. Milosevic they
were allowed every liberty. They were given
money, power, women. Their loyalty to Mr.
Milosevic is absolute.

“Two men in particular never leave the
former president’s side: the chief
bodyguard Senta Milenkovic and his
number two, Filipovic or Fico, a name that
is almost certainly false. Fico is a karate
black belt is known in the service as
an excellefit knife artist,” says Mr. Spacic.

There are at least two other security

" rings around Mr. Milosevic. But unlike the

first one, they are not friendly rings. The
first of these consists of secret police who
have sworn loyalty to the Prime Minister,
Mr. Zoran Djindjic, who now

controls the Interior Ministry and the
intelligence services. The second is made
up of men from federal army intelligence
units, controiled by the federal President,
M. Vojislav Kostounica.

These double security rings speak
volumes about the growing discord within
the ruling coalition and between the
President and the Prime Minister. “This
could create serious problems when
Milosevic is arrested. Djindjic is
increasingly in favour of handing Slobo
over to the International Criminal Tribunal
at The Hague, Kostounica would like to try
him in Serbia,” affirms Mr. Spacic. Asked
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when the arrest will take place, Mr. Spacic
answers: “Very soon.”

Mr. Rade Markovic, former secret
services chief, has begun to speak. He's
very careful of course, but he’s talking. His
big wotry is to save his men. Otherwise, he
becomes a prime target himself. Other
people too have decided to cpoperate with®
the investigators. Proof against Mr.
Milosevic is beginning to accumulate — on
the assassination in January 2000 of the
warlord and mafia boss Zejliko Raztanovic
better known as Arkan; the killing of the
investigative reporter Viasco Curuviain in
April 1999 and the attempt on the life of
the Opposition leader, Mr. Vuk Draskovic,
in which four people, including his
brother-in-law died. People are talking
about these and other homicides which
dotted Mr. Milosevic’'s 13-year reign.

L X Fe

Lpome

alk of ‘Ceausescu scenario’ in Belgrade
A

According to Mr. Spacic, it is at the time
of Mr. Milosevic’s arrest that ‘the
Ceausescu scenario’ will be played out. The
Romanian dictator and his wife Elena were
killed on Christmas day 1989 after a
semblance of a trial in an army barracks
deep in the Moldovan countryside.

“This Ceausescu scenario has forever
been Milosevic’s nightmare. Let’s ask
ourselves what will probably happen. 1
think Milosevic will resist arrest. He will
ask his bodyguards to defend him.
Knowing his men, 1 know that they will not
hesitate to obey him. Of course it will be a
suicidal operation that will
depend greatly on the attitude of those who
will be sent to arrest him. But its
conclusion will bring the curtain down on
Milosevic and his 13-year reign. Naturalty
events might not occur exactly how I'm
describing them, but it's very plausible,”
says Mr. Spacic.

And Mirjana? “She is forever at his side,”
he says discreetly. The arrest scenaric
poses several problems. Every night
Slobodan and wife Mirjana protected by a
cortege of armoured cars drive off to
Dobanoci, an anti-nuke bunker specially
built by Marshal Tito and which NATO
forces tried in vain to destroy during the
Kosovo war. The same three security rings
operate there as well.

Mr. Spacic’s assassination theory is
shared by several other people. Mr.
Ljubisha Ristic, Chairman of Mirjana
Markovic’s JUL party told The Hindu:
“Slobodan Milosevic’s life is in grave
danger. I am afraid he will be killed.”

Others were less willing to be named in
print. But all agree that Mr. Milosevic’s
departure from the scene will be
convenient “for everybody”, including
“many in the present government.”

(Concluded



4" Serbians weighed down by penury

By Vaiju Naravane \ \/

BELGRADE, MARCH 9. Vera is tall,
blonde and beautiful. Clutching
her shabby button-less coat about
hef throat, she scurries through
Belgrade’s  crowded  open-air

arket looking for bargains. Her
small stringbag contains 1 kg of
potatoes, two rolls of toilet paper
and a couple of beefbones.

“I have to be very careful with
money. We are already in the sec-
ond week of March and neither
my husband nor | have been paid
yet. So, | am buying the absolute
minimum. | need at least some
vegetables and bread to make up
a stew for tonight. But there is
nothing for less than 20 dinars per
kilo”, she says, her eye slingering
longingly on shiny purple auber-
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gines and tight flowerets of broc-
coli. "1 suppose we will have to
make do again with bread and
bone stock goulash made with
potataes, onions and tomatoes”,
she sighs.

Vera works at an orphanage for
abandoned children and earns
4,500 dinars per month, or the
equivalent of 150 German marks.

With bread costing half a mark,
a litre of milk at one mark and 1 kg
of oranges at one and a half mark,
her salary does not go far.

There is galloping inflation in
Serbia and Vera complains that
she can never manage to budget
praperly. “My husband is in the
army. But in tact, he does three
jobs. After he comes back home,
he hangs up his uniform to be-
come a house painter. He does

ENSENEEENIENEDENEL S

dd jobs repairing broken taps
and cars because he's good at
anything mechanical. Neverthe-
less, it's a very hard life and it's
ikely to become harder’”’, says Ve-
a.

ist with the Italian press agency
ANSA. “The consumer basket
costs three times what people
earn. Even with incomes from
three jobs (practically everyone
tries to do at least two jobs) peo-
ple find it difficult to survive.
Sanctions have broken Yugosla-
via’s economy. Inflation is run-
ning at 30 per cent. Industrial
production is down 40 per cent.
Factories have fallen into disre-
pair because there are no spares.
The bureaucracy is bloated. Un-
employment is estimated at 50
per cent of the active population.
The picture is very grim indeed.

“The new Government has its
work cut out. The Prime Minister,
Mr. Zoran Djindjic, has got to-
gether some very competent peo-
ple but it will take years to set
things right. ‘At least for the first
time we have a Government that
is not telling lies to the people”,
she says.

It's a glorious spring day with
temperatures in the mid-twen-
ties. Years of anxiety, penury and
deprivation have ctched harsh
lines on people’s faces. The un-
relenting sunlight reveals them
all, leaving faces strangely ex-
posed, almast naked.

Vera says she knows she cannot
expect an economic miracle over-
night. “We understand that the
Government is doing its best. And
that makes it easier to bear.

Branka is an economic journal- |

Macedonian women comfort each other as they cry during the

funeral of the Macedonian army officer, Kirce Dimitriev, in the
town of Stip recently in this file photo. Dimitriev was among the
three soldiers killed in a village on the border with Kosovo,
occupied by ethnic Albanian gunmen.

For a long time | was troubled
by terrible dreams. | was in a tun-
nel that never ended.

“f could never see the light and
! thought we would continue o
live in a dark kingdom forever.

When | saw the houses built by
the criminal Arkan or the Karic
brothers who have systemarically
looted this country with Slobo
and Mira. I would feel the bile ris-
ing into my mouth. Now all ] want

is justice. I want them o pay. |
want them to be tried”.

Overwhelmingly, the residents
of Belgrade feel Mr. Stobodan Mi-
josevic should pay for robbing
them of their dignity and liveli-
hood. It is now no longer a ques-
tion of whether the former
President and his cronies will be
tried but when. Most people,
while preferring a trial in Serbia,
are not averse to letting the in-
ternational tribunal try him.

A political analyst, Mr. Bratisa-
va Grubacic, says “For this Gov-
ernment, Mr. Milosevic is now
becoming almost a secondary
question. The primary concerns
are economic. Yugoslavia cannot
do without credits from the IMF
and the World Bank. Non- coop-
eration with the international tri-
bunal could hold back these loans
and grants. The economy is in a
state of collapse and we have no
time to lose. So, even the Presi-
dent Vojislav Kostounica, who
was adamant about not extradit-
ing Mr. Milosevic to The Hague, is
beginning to change his tune. We
shall see some movement, defi-
nitely before the end of March.

“Threats of civil war bran-
dished by Mr. Milosevic's sup-
porters are just rubbish. Those
organising demonstrations out- |
side his house are finding it diffi- |
cult to get even 100 people !

|

together. Most of them are igno-
rant peasants and out of work fac-
tory hands from the countryside.
There will be no bloodshed ang/-y
no civil war. Due process wilkbe
followed. That is what yrgnlg SO
Jong . -




By Vaiju Naravane ﬁ:[ 0,,,
e -

BELGRADE, MARCH 8. Senior

bers of Mr. Slobodan Milosevic’s
entourage say they fear “a Roma-
nian style scenario” with a sim-
ulated gun battle in which the
former Serbian strongman will be

killed. ;bl
t and

Noted Serbian intefle
theatre director, Mr. Lubjsa Ristic,
an MP and Chairman of JUL, or
the Yugoslavian Left Movément, a
party started by Mr. Mi
wife, Ms. Mirjana Markodic, told
The Hindu in an exclusive inter-
view: "“Mr. Milosevic’s life is in
grave danger. | am afraid that he
will be killed. There is no proof
against him. He has done nothing
wrong. The colonisation of Yu-
goslavia is now complete and our
new colonised Government will
do anything to please their mas-
ters. The West wants the former
President’s head and they will get
it.”

Mr. Ristic’s sentiments were
echoed by several others who
have been close to Mr. Milosevic.
A senior member of the former
secret services told The Hindu, ‘1
think Mr. Milosevic's days are
numbered. To use an American
phrase, Mr. Milosevic is a dead
man walking.” But members of
the Opposition discounted these
fears as ‘totally unfounded and
an attempt to create a fear psy-
chosis amongst the people.”

Mr. Dragan Petrovic a respect-
ed Belgrade journalist said: “This
Government wants to play by the
rule book. The new President, Mr.
Kostunica has cautioned several
times against any revolutionary

. justice. Otherwise there will be no

difference between this Govern- .

ment and the one led by Mr. Milo-
sevic where he ruled like an
emperor. That said, there are
three security rings around Mr.
Milosevic. The first ring is that of

is
guards. The second ring is of
guards from the Interior Ministry
— secret service or police forces.
The third ring is from the army
security, since the villa that Mr.
Milosevic occupies belongs to the
army. The federal army is con-
trolled by Mr. Kostunica. The po-
lice and secret services are under
the jurisdiction of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Zoran Djindjic. It is no
secret that there are tensions be-
tween the Prime Minister and the
President about how to go about
arresting the former President
and it will be interesting to see
how the various security forces
react. There could be a danger to
Mr. Milosevic if his personal
bodyguards resist attempts to ar-
rest him.”

The former President lives sur-
rounded by his bodyguards in a
secluded villa in Belgrade’s most
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exclusive residential and diplo-
matic district. There is a gaggle of
some 50 people outside Mr. Milo-
sevic’s villa at No. 11 Uzicka. Most
of them have come from the
countryside. They are mainly
poor peasants, retired teachers,
workers or soldiers, fervent sup-
porters of the former President.
Holding the Serbian and Yugoslav
flags and cargﬁng pictures of the
former President they are an an-
gry and hostile little group suspi-
cious of journalists.

“You can never understand us.
You are not Serbian. We like India
because India supported us dur-
ing the war. Look at us, do you
think the Serbians are capable of
killing? Do you think our Presi-
dent is capable of killing,” shouts
an angry, woman with dyed red
hair. But proof that Mr. Milosevic
was involved in several killings
may be accumulating surely but

~“Milosevic is a-dead man walking’

\rr)i/own personal and loyal body-

slowly.

The Opposition leader, Mr. Vuk
Draskovic and his wife gave evi-
dence in the investigation into an
attempt on his life in 1999. Four
persons, including Ms. Draskov-
ic's brother were killed in the at-
tack. Mr. Milosevic's former
security chief Rade Markovic has
been charged with plotting the
killing and a senior police officer
has now directly accused him of
masterminding that and other
killings including the murder of
the notorious warlord and crimi-
nal Arkan.

Meanwhile, violence and kill-
ings in southern Serbia, peopled
by an Albanian majority continue.
Just hours after this correspond-
ent left Lucane, the last Serbian
checkpost on the route to Kosovo,
four Yugoslav army personnel,
two soldiers and two officers were
killed in a mine explosion. For the
first time on Wednesday, Amer-
jcan NATO forces fired at Alba-
nian guerillas from the UCPMB or
the new Liberation army in south-
ern Serbia's Presevo valley. Mace-
donian forces too launched
attacks again on Albanian rebel
positions after two Macedonian
soldiers were killed on Tuesday.

However, officials in Belgrade
say they are optimistic about a
ceasefire agreement which they
hope will be signed as early as
March 10 with the Albanians in
southern Serbia. The Kosovars
who have not given hopes for an
independent Kosovo and possibly
a greater Albanian State are doing
their utmost to torpedo these
talks. Bratsa Grubacic, the re-
spected editor of the Belgrade
daily VIP said: “The Yugoslav
forces must show restraint in the
face of these attacks. Responding
with big guns will be playing into
their hands. Restraint and nego-
tiation is the only way to avoid a
further explosion in the Balkans’".
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By Vaiju Naravane

BELGRADE, MARCH 8. Senior mem-
bers of Mr. Slabodan Milosevic's

. entourage say they fear “a Roma-

|
|

nian style scenario” with a sim-
ulated gun battle in which the
former Serbian strongman will be

i killed.

Tyt
Noted Serbian intel’ie tu:z and

! theatre director, Mr. Lubisa Ristic,

an MP and Chairman of JUL, or

" the Yugoslavian Left Movement, a

party started by Mr. Mjlosevic's
wife, Ms. Mirjana Markovic, told
The Hindu in an exclusive inter-
view: "“Mr. Milosevic's life is in
grave danger. | am afraid that he
will be killed. There is no proof
against him. He has done nothing
wrong. The colonisation of Yu-

| goslavia is now complete and our

1

1
|

new colonised Government will
do anything to please their mas-
ters. The West wants the former
President’s head and they will get
it )
Mr. Ristic’s sentl‘m?r;s were
echoed by several others who
have been close to Mr. Milosevic.
A senior member of the former

| secret services told The Hindu, “1
© think Mr. Milosevic’s days are

numbered. To use an American
phrase, Mr. Milosevic is a dead
man walking.” But members of
the Opposition discounted these
fears as “totally unfounded and
an attempt to create a fear psy-
chosis amongst the people.”

Mr. Dragan Petrovic a respect-
ed Belgrade journalist said: *‘This
Government wants to play by the
rule book. The new President, Mr.
Kostunica has cautioned several
times against any revolutionary
justice. Otherwise there will be no
difference between this Govern-
ment and the one led by Mr. Milo-
sevic where he ruled like an
emperor. That said, there are
three security rings around Mr.
Milosevic. The first ring is that of

~Milo

his own personal and loyal body-
guards. The second ring is of
guards from the Interior Ministry
— secret service or police forces.
The third ring is from the army
security, since the villa that Mr.
Milosevic occupies belongs to the
army. The federal army is con-
trolled by Mr. Kostunica. The po-
lice and secret services are under
the jurisdiction of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Zoran Djindjic. It is no
secret that there are tensions be-
tween the Prime Minister and the
President about how to go about
arresting the former President
and it will be interesting to see
how the various secursity forces
react. There could be a danger to
Mr. Milosevic if his personal
bodyguards resist attempts to ar-
rest him.”

The former President lives sur-
rounded by his bodyguards in a
secluded villa in Belgrade's most
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exclusive residential and diplo-
matic district. There is a gaggle of
some 50 people outside Mr. Milo-
sevic's villa at No, 11 Uzicka. Most
of them have come from the
countryside. They are mainly
poor peasants, retired teachers,
workers or soldiers, fervent sup-
porters of the former President.
Holding the Serbian and Yugoslav
flags and carrying pictures of the
former President they are an an-
gry and hostile little group suspi-
cious of journalists.

“You can never understand us.
You are not Serbian. We like India
because India supported us dur-
ing the war. Look at us, do you
think the Serbians are capable of
killing? Do you think our Presi-
dent is capable of killing,” shouts
an angry, woman with dyed red
hair. But proof that Mr. Milosevic
was involved in several killings
may be accumulating surely but

sevic is a dead mamlwlTvWalking’

slowly.

The Opposition leader, Mr. Vuk
Draskovic and his wife gave evi-
dence in the investigation into an
aitempt on his life in 1999. Four
persons, including Ms. Draskov-
ic’s brother were killed in the at-
tack. Mr. Milosevic's former
security chief Rade Markovic has
been charged with plotting the
killing and a senior police officer
has now directly accused him of
masterminding that and other
killings including the murder of
the notorious warlord and crimi-
nal Arkan.

Meanwhile, violence and kill-
ings in southern Serbia, peopled
by an Albanian majority continue.
Just hours after this correspond-
ent left Lucane, the last Serbian
checkpost on the route ta Kosovo,
four Yugoslav army personnel,
two soldiers and two officers were
killed in a mine explosion. For the
first time on Wednesday, Amer-
ican NATO forces fired at Alba-
nian guerilias from the UCPMB or
the new Liberation army in south-
ern Serbia’s Presevo valley. Mace-
donian forces too launched
attacks again on Albanian rebel
positions after two Macedonian
soldiers were killed on Tuesday.

However, officials in Belgrade
say they are optimistic about a
ceasefire agreement which they
hope will be signed as early as
March 10 with the Albanians in
southern Serbia. The Kosovars
who have not given hopes for an
independent Kosovo and possibly
a greater Albanian State are doing
their utmost to torpedo these
talks. Bratsa Grubacic, the re-
spected editor of the Belgrade
daily VIP said: “The Yugoslav
forces must show restraint in the
face of these attacks. Responding
with big guns will be playing into
their hands. Restraint and nego-
tiation is the only way to avoid a
further explosion in the Balkans”.
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~w'" Violence unlimited

HERE IS a depressing
sameness about events
in Yugoslavia today. In a

worsening political )
climate marked by a sharp
increase in aggression and ’)6
hostility, everyone has failed,
perhaps even refused, to draw
lessons from the years of
brutality and mayhem that
gripped the country for a
decade — the Kosovo
Albanians, the Serbs and the
Montenegrins. Last week was
marked by bloody attacks
against Kosovo's terrified Serb
population by the province’s
militant Albanians. Remote-
controlled bombs were used to
blow up a bus carrying Serbs on
their way to visit family graves
and a police car. In all, 15
persons died, with NATO
peacekeepers seemingly
incapable of preventing
renewed escalation.

Serb and Yugoslav leaders
have vowed to take stern action
against ethnic Albanians in the
Presevo valley, which forms the
buffer zone between southern
Serbia and Kosovo. The UCPMB
or the Liberation Army of
Presevo, Medvedja and
Bujanovac has been harassing
Yugoslav forces in the region.
There is a sizeable number of
Albanians in the valley and they
would like the Presevo region to
become part of an independent
Albanian Kosovo.

Increased instability in the
region in the months to come
appears inevitable. The
departure of Mr. Slobodan
Milosevic and the installation of
Mr. Vojislav Kostunica as
Serbian President have queered
the pitch for Kosovar Albanians.
So long as Mr. Milosevic and
his henchmen ruled Belgrade,
the Kosovar Albanians, despite
a growing number of attacks
against the Serb community,
continued to receive a degree of
sympathy from the West. Mr.
Milosevic’s exactions and
NATOQ’s muscled intervention
had led them to believe that an
independent and sovereign
Kosovo, albeit specifically
denied by U.N. Resolution 1244,
which guarantees Yugoslavia's
continued territorial integrity
with “substantial autonomy” for
Kosovo, was within their grasp.

These hopes have now been
dashed by the fact that Mr.
Kostunica has become the new
Balkan darling of the West. Both
Greece and Russia, Belgrade's
traditional allies, have called for
a stronger E.U. presence in
southern Serbia and

Everyone seems
tp-have refused to
draw lessons from

the years of brutality
and mayhem

in Yugoslavia.
VAIJU NARAVANE
on the targeting of

Serbs by Albanians.

condemned the violence
unleashed by Kosovo's ethnic
Albanians.

The just-concluded Balkan
summit addressed three main
issues: renewed violence in
Kosovo, related clashes in
southern Serbia and
Montenegro’s push for
independence. European
leaders urged Serbia and
Montenegro, the remaining
members of the Yugoslav
federation, to reach a mutually
acceptable solution and stressed
the importance of “‘avoiding
unilateral actions which may
jeopardise negotiations’.

However, the Montenegrin
Government pre-empted the
Balkan summit agenda by
announcing the date for key
elections, which could pave the

way for a further split in
Yugoslavia. The poll date has
been set for April 22. The
current parliament’s term does
not expire until May 2002. The
pro-independence President,
Mr. Milo Djukanovic, said if his
Democratic Party of Socialists
won the parliamentary snap
poll, he would hold a
referendum on independence
shortly. He said the referendum
would allow the creation of a
looser alliance.

Mr. Kostunica has ruled out
what has been described as the
“divorce and re-marriage idea”
and has offered a reformed
federation. Polls conducted in
Montenegro show that a
majority of the population
favours independence. But the
tiny republic of 650,000 people
has very determined Serb and
Albanian minorities and
observers do not rule out
another bloody upheaval if
plans for independence go
ahead. Diplomats feel that any
move to change the existing
Yugoslav borders would be an
open invitation to trouble and
could encourage breakaway
movements in Kosovo, Bosnia
and Macedonia.

The continuing attacks
against the Serbs in Kosovo
have angered the Serbs and
there is pressure on Mr.

Serbs miouin theirkin: Killed in a recent bus blast.
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Kostunica to take a tougher line
against the UCPMB guerrillas in
the Presevo valley.

The new Serbian authorities
have shown exceptional
restraint in dealing with the
Presevo valley guerrillas. They
are stepping gingerly because
any precipitate action might
once again win them the West's
disfavour. The United Nations
waould like to solve the Kosovo
question by creating a
confederation of Kosovo. Serbia
and Montenegro.

“But what do they mean? A
confederation of three
independent states, or three
parts of one state,” asks the
journalist and Balkans historian,
Mr. Tim fudah.

“The Kosovo Albanians would
violently resist being
incorporated into a single state.
With imagination and some
muscular diplomacy, a
confederation of independent
states might be worked out.
Sometime this year Kosovo's
Albanians will vote for o
Parliament but no one vet
knows what its powers will be.
Within the next six months,
Montenegrins will probably vote
in a referendum on
independence. If they sceede,
no one believes that Ko~ovo can
form a confederation with
Serbia alone.”




A 3S-trained mob

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA i,;‘”” & .;,(7\

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30. — The USA ha
trained non-violent volunteers of the mass mov-
ement that overthrew Mr Slobodan Milosevic, it

is now revealed. An article in Peacewaich, a’

publication of the Congress-funded US Institute
of Peace, has revealed the USA, the lone
military superpower of the world, is also accom-
plished in imparting training in non-violence to
overthrow dictators.

The article said the youth movement Otpor
(resistance) was a critical participant in the 5
October revolt that overthrew Mr Milosevic.

Mr Srdja Popovic, leader of Serbia’s grassroots
movement, said three months of peaceful street
demonstrations in Belgrade against Mr Milo-
sevic in 1996-97, led by the Opposition and Ot-
por, marked the beginning of the non-violent
movement.

The demonstrations signalled to Mr Milosevic
ind his supporters that the people no longer feared
wim, said Mr Popovic. The disciplined defiance
gradually became popular among the people.

Qver the last two years, Mr Popovic said, the
Opposition honed its understanding and use of

ousted Milosevic

the non-viol Lc on.

To its help carhe a retired US colonel, Robert!
Helvey, who trained the volunteers in non-
violent principles and strategy in March and
April 1999.

Helvey was hired by International Republican
Institute, an NGO based in Washington DC,
which had been engaged in developing political ’
parties in Serbia.

He explained in the article that he had
followed the concepts of Gene Sharp, author of
Politics of Non-violent Action, a three-volume
opus. The second volume lists 198 examples of
non-violent direct action techniques.

In his training sessions, Helvey identified the
source of power in a society, its strengths and
weaknesses, and then asked the participants to
define their objectives and develop a strategy to
realise them.

Among other related techniques and issues,
Helvey taught how to put an opponent in a
situation where he could only lose. ,

After the training, the Otpor created a user’s
manual of “non-violent resistance” and trained
some 70,000 activists who later led the ‘move-

ment against Mr Milosevic. /r/”
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TREATING

EUROPE’S

BALKAN SYNDROME

L

HE debate on the Balkan

syndrome continues, assu-
ming increasingly strident
forms although, as is often the
case, there is no clear under-
standing either of the syn-
drome’s telling symptoms or
the underlying causes.

Most of the journalists and
politicians are convinced that
depleted uranium munitions
employed by Americans are to
blame. These, they say, led to
radioactive pollution of the
terrain, and servicemen sent to
areas hit by these munitions
were exposed to radiation re-
sulting in ailments and deaths.
In no way exonerating NATO’s
air campaign against Yugosla-
via and the use of any Ameri-
can ammunition there, one has
to state that so far any analysis
of Balkan syndrome causes
appears superficial and 1m-
plausible. Yet the causes need
locking into. Too great is the
price that has to be paid for
ignorance.

Here mention should be made
of the kind of uranium muni-
tions we are referring to. the
grade of uranium used, and the
purposes for which it is emplo-
yed. Depleted uranium U-238
is a by-product of weapons-
grade uranium U-235. While
the latter isotope, given a
certain measure of enrichment,
s used for making nuciear
weapons, as a fuel at nuclear
power plants and in nuclear
propulsion machmery of sur-
face and sub-surface vessels,
(7-238 is totally unfit for these
purposes for the reason of its
low radioactivity. But uranium
is a heavy and dense metal
This property made Americans
use it in conventional muni-
tions to pierce more effectively
armeur and massive concrete
structures. Depleted uranium
U238 cores are fitted to shells
fired from 30 mm air guns
mounted on A-10 assault
planes used for direct air sup-
port of ground troops.

These aircraft are called “tank
hunters”. Similar cores are aiso
incorporated in warheads of
tactical air-to-surface missiles
and some other types of con-
ventional ammunition, the aim
heing the same -- to add to
their armour and concrete
niercing ability. As a matter of
fact, depleted uraniun is also
used as a shielding material.
Depleted uranium plates are
sandwiched in between steel
plating of M1A1 Abrams tanks
to reinforce armour protection

QUESTIONS

In all cases, depleted uranium
tores and plates are covered
with a steel layer and are not
supposed to leak any harmful
radiation outside. All doubts
and uncertainties. however, he-
gin when these shells and rock-
ets are fired. When a uranium-
cored shell hits a tank. for ex-
ample, the tremendous kinetic
energy of the heavy uranium
core translated into heat, with
up t 70 per cent of the core
evaporating and. releasing a
cloud of uranium oxides and
minutest particles of metallic
uranium. For a certain period
of time the cloud hovers in the
air and may be inhaled by
human beings. This is not
salutary for health, no doubt.
Heavy metals are notoriously
hard to remove from the body
and, by accurnulating, they can
cause all sorts of diseases, in-
cluding cancer. Besides, uran:-
um oxides are toxic but what
they target in the first place
are kidneys and liver, not the
bune marrow. ' .

Attempts to provide a simple
and uncomplicated explanation
to the Balkan syndrome give
rise to a series of questions.
NATO’s bombing of Yugosla-
via, including Kosovo, lasted 78
days. And at that time no
foreign ground troops were
stationed in Kosovo. But there
were locals and units of the
Yugoslav army. It stands to
reason that they, of all people,
should have been exposed to
the dangerous dust and toxic
uranium oxides or to smail
doses of radiation. During the

The author is president of the
Institute for Strategic Assess-
ment, Moscow.

By ALEXANDER KONOVALOW \‘2' ,\ ”
78 days of their campaign the

Americans used 31,000 muni-
tions with depleted uranium
cores. But this was not the first
time such ammunition was
used on a massive scale.

In 1994-95, NATO used in
Bosnia 10,000 such shells and
rockets weighing a total of nine
tons. Even more impressive
was the consumption of deple-
ted uranium munitions during
Desert Storm Operation in
1991. The amount used at that
time against Saddam Hussein’s
troops was 783,000 munitions
with uranium cores, or roughly
300 tons. Now the Iragis have
joined the general chorus of
concerned Europeans, saying
that the leukemia incidence
rate in their country has shot
up. But why were they silent
all these past 10 years? A study
of the real situation in Iraq
could shed much light on many
things. We have here the long-
est period since the use of such
weapons and the most massive
application.

NOT SIMPLE

Finallv. uranium-cored shells
are not a technological novelty,
to put it mildly. They have
heen long organic in US armed
forces and so have been regu-
farlv used in firing practice on
test ranges. Are there any
si7n~ of the Balkan syndrome
sreang personnel of these bases
whu have been long exposed to
the same factors as servicemen
in the Balkans? Maybe the rea-
son for the Balkan syndrome is
not so much what was fired by
NATO troops as the targets
thev hit Among these were ol
refineries and large chemical
nlants, which could prove far
more dangerous to health than
the use of uranium cores in
shells. Generally  speaking,
there 1s as vet no satisfactory
reply as to what causes the
Ralkan svndrome. An attempt
to explain away things by noth-
ing else than the use of ar-
mour-piercing shells with dep-
feted uranium cores appears
ton simple to be all the truth.
So a search is a must on the
understanding that it will take
time, competent specialists and
considerable funds.

What then can be recom-
rmended (0 cure Europe of the
Ratkan svndrome? First, it is
necessary to establish the se-
guence of causes and factors
that led to the diseases and
deaths of a large number of
servicemen  from  different
countres. Rather. one will
heve to deal with a complex
array of differing causes. It ig
in place to recall here a story by
the great Polish sci fi writer
Stanislaw Lem. The setting of
the storv s in a technologically
advanced civilisation of the
distant {uture. The main cha-
racter — a detective — is inves-
tigating a series of enigmatic
suicides. All the suicides were
men in the prime of life, suc-
cessful in career and personal
relations, and all of them, with-
out seeming motives, ended
their lives by throwing them-
selves out of their offices. A
painstaking analysis helps the
detective to solve the riddle. All
the victims were getting bald
and used the same type of
lotion to stimulate hair growth.
Additionally, before going to
bed. they took the same kind of
tranquilliser. As it appeared,
each of the drugs, taken sepa-
rately, was absolutely inno-
cuous, but their combination
produced an appalling psycho-
tropic effect — a compulsive
desire to fling oneself out of the
window. Similarly with the
Balkan syndrome, there is
unlikely to be a simple one-fac-
tor explanation. Secondly, the
Balkan syndrome has been a
reminder that most of Europe
is a technologically advanced
civilisation where any forceful
intervention is fraught with
man-made disasters with un-
predictable consequences. All
in all. Europe is not the place
where ore can bomb and re-
duce to ruins a little country
with impunity for several mon-
ths. purposely demolishing its
industry and expecting that
there will be no ecological afs
termath. In Yugoslavia
have it.




’A\;\“ The Balkan Syndrome \\

The after-effects of the bombing of Yugoslavia by US forcas in
March-June 1999 are now being felt. Chief among these is the linkage
between the use of depleted-uranium ammunition and deaths due to
leukaemia among peace-keeping personnel posted in Kosovo. The
fall-out of the warheads tipped with radioactive material has caused
alarm in several European countries. The UN environment pro-
gramme has found evidence of residual radioactivity in eight of the 11
sites where depleted-uranium ammunition was used. Political leaders
of Italy, Portugal, Holland and Belgium have taken up the issue with
the secretary-general of NATO under whose aegis the US air force had
carried out the bombing operations. Even the British have been com-
pelled to take note of the issue. Predictably, the first reaction of NATO

as been to deny any link between the use of such ammunition and the

utbreak of what is called the Balkan war syndrome. This is not sur-

rising. It took years before the US and British servicemen who suf-
fered from the Gulf war syndrome could convince the authorities to
accept its reality. The affected US servicemen have won a class action
suit in US courts and obtained compensation. Then as now, depleted-
uranium ammunition was suspected to be one of the causes. Because of
the metal’s high density and its quality to ignite readily at high temper-
atures, depleted-uranium is used in the casing cone of the warhead to
give it increased penetrability into steel armour and concrete bunkers.

The present controversy recalls the extensive use of Agent Orange,
the defoliant chemical, in Vietnam. While the chemical’s release did
not generally result in immediate fatalities, its effect was long lasting.
Agent Orange led to large-scale birth defects in succeeding genera-
tions and increased cancer deaths both among US soldiers exposed to
it and the Vietnamese who were living in the areas sprayed with the

. defoliant. In that case, too, the affected US soldiers went to court and,

| through a class action suit, succeeded in getting compensation. But the
Vietnamese victims, running into hundreds of thousands, have been
ignored. The bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 caused extensive ecologi-
cal damage as chemical plants and oil refineries were targeted; as a re-
sult the river Danube became highly polluted. While European coun-
tries have raised the issue of their Kosovo-returned soldiers dying of
leukaemia, there has not been similar concern about the people of
Yugoslavia who have been subjected to strikes by 31,000 depleted-ura-
nium shells. Apart from residual radioactivity, such shelling also caused
extensive environmental damage with long-term effects on the health
of the population. In western countries, public opinion has been
moulded to react strongly against war crimes and human rights
violations. However, it has not been sensitised adequately to the
consequences of such wars; lasting environmental damage and linger-
ing deaths as in the case of Vietnam or Yugoslavia. This is of a piece
with the double standards of the international community which,
rightly, prohibits the use of anti-personnel landmines but has
legitimised nuclear weapons. And which has remained unmoved by
sanctions against Iraq which have caused the deaths of hundreds of
thousands of children for want of access to life-saving medicines. // '
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UN confirms radioggtfve iranium in Kosovo

B But only when six Itagan
- wi
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UNITED NATIONS, JANS

he United Nations an
I nounced on Thursday it
had found evidence of
radioactivity at eight of 11
sites tested in Kosovo afterthey
were struck by NATO ammuni-
tion with depleted uranium during
1999 bombings.

The discovery of radioactivity at
the sites was a preliminary finding
of testing still under way at labora-
torics in Sweden, Switzerland, Italy,
Britain and Austria by the UN En-
vironmental Program (UNEP), a
UN ; said on Friday.

“The final results will only be
known when the UNEP reportis
published in 2001, but there is
enough preliminary evidence to
call for precautions when dealing

th used depleted uranium or
with sites where such ammunition

.\ might be present,” spokesman

Stephane Dujarric said. ‘

NATO has come under in-
creasing pressure from several Eu-

an governments over claims
that depleted uranium used in
NATO weapons had caused death
or illness among Balkan peace-
keepers, a condition dubbed
“Balkans Syndrome”.

The condition came under the
spotlight after reports that si Ttal-
ian soldiers who served in the for-
mer Yugoslavia had developed
leukemia and died after exposure
to spent ammunition. Germany’s
TAZ daily reported in Berlin on
Friday that the UNEP tests had

found that the eight sites were in -

part “considerably contaminated.
Uranium dust as well as unex-

soldiers deployed in Yu
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being exposed to depleted
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 An Italian soldier in his base in the Kosavo

uranium ~ REUTERS

goslavia during NATO bombings were reported dead due to leukemia

ploded munitions had been discov-
ered, the paper said in an advance
release of a story due for publica-
tion on Saturday. The paper said it
had obtained a copy of an interim
_UNEP report dated Dec 29,2000,
A UN report in May bad
warned that much of Kosovo's wa-
ter could be so contaminated as to
be unfit to drink, and that a clean-
up of the province could cost bil-
lions of doltars. It warned UN staff
not to approach any target that
might have been hit by a depleted
uraniumweapon.
US attack jets fired some
* 31,000 rounds of depleted ura-
nium ammunition against Serbian
targets during NATO’s 1999 cam-
paign to drive the Yugoslav army
out of Kosovo. Some 10,000
roundswere also fired inneighbor-
ing Bosnia in 1994-5.




