North Korea link to mystery

boat oft Japan, 15 missi

Tokyo, December 23 L W

JAPAN’S COAST Guard on Sun-
day found three bodies believed
to be crew members of a myste-
rious boat that.sank after an
exchange of fire with Japanese
patrol boats, with suspicions
growing the vessel was a North
Korean spy ship.

The ship sank in the East
China Sea with 15 crew members
reported missing, Japanese offi-
cials said. Twenty-five patrol
ships pursued the vessel follow-
ing its intrusion into Japan'’s 200-
nautical-mile exclusive econom-
ic zone, a coast guard spokesman
said. Its sinking left 15 crew
stranded in the water and the
coast guard spokesman said they
were missing at sea. “We lost
track,” he said on Sunday.

The nationality of the ship
was unknown, the spokesman
said, but the Kyodo news service
said the vessel was believed to be
a North Korean spy ship.

The Coast Guard found a body
wearing a life jacket with Korean
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REUTERS PHOTO

The unidentified boat tries to escape in East China Sea. '

hangul characters written on it
in waters near where the mys-
tery ship sank.

“Hangul characters were writ-
ten on the life jacket of a body
that was retrieved (by Coast
Guard ships),” a coast guard offi-
cial told a news conference.

Shots were exchanged between
the ship and the Japanese vessels,
and the ship caught fire before it
sank. A government official said

the precise cause of the sinking
was still undetermined. “It is not
known how the ship sank. It is
possible the crew members them-
selves sank the ship deliberately,”
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary
Shinzo Abe said.

Two vessels suspected of being
North Korean spy ships were
spotted in Japanese waters in the
Sea of Japan in March 1999.
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TAIWAN / NATIONALISTS SUFFER SETBACK
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hen’s pagjy declares wctory

TAIPEI (TAIWAN), DEC. 1. The Talvﬁ
nese President, Mr. Chen Shui-bi-
an’s Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) declared victory on

" Saturday in the country’s legisla-
tive elections, a win that ended
the five-decade control of the
lawmaking body by the National-
ist Party, also called the Kuomin-
tang, or KMT.

The strong showing could bol-
ster the DPP as it tries to forge the
island’s first coalition Govern-
ment. It could also give Mr. Chen
more bargaining power if rival
China accepts his invitation to
talk. “We’ve officially become the
largest party in the legislature,”
said the DPP Chairman, -Mr.
Frank Hsieh. “This is a big step
toward becoming a mature de-
mocracy.”

The DPP won 88 of the 225
seats in the legislature, Mr. Hsieh
said. Most of the remaining seats
were shared by the Nationalists,
People’s First Party and Taiwan
Solidarity Union. Before the elec-
tion the Nationalist Party con-
trolled more than half of the
225-seat legislature, while the
DPP held about one-third of the
seats.

Saturday’s election was the first
major vote since Taiwanese made
history last year by electing Mr.
Chen, the island’s first President
from an opposition party. But Mr.
Chen’s inexperienced minority
Government has struggled to
cope with a slumping economy.
The President has also been ham-
pered by the powerful National-
ist-led opposition, which refused

" to work with him. The President
has also been ignored by Chinese
leaders because he has not fa-
voured reunification with China.

Voting at the Taipei police sta-
tion, a businessman, Mr. Lu Wen,
said he supported the President’s
DPP because he thought a smaller
opposition would mean less legis-
lative chaos. “We elected Chen as
the President, and I think we
should support his party and give
him a chance to run the country,”
Mr. Lu said.

/]

Talwan’s President, Mr. Chen Shui-bian and his wife,
Mrs. Wu Shu-chen cast their ballots at a local polling
station In Taipei on Saturday. — AFP

In races for a total of 23 mayoral
and county seats, the DPP won
nine — three less than what it had
before the vote. The Nationalist
Party gained one seat by winning
nine. Small parties and independ-
ents won the rest. What Mr.
Chen’s coalition Government
would look like could depend on
the election performance of the
Nationalists.

A voter, Mr. Han Kuo-yu, an of-
fice worker, said he voted for the
Nationalists because the party
presided over Taiwan’s rapid evo-
lution from a poor agricultural
economy to an industrial giant.

“We had stability and econom-
ic prosperity when the National-
ists were in power,”” Ms. Han said.
“I miss the good old days.” — AP
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"North Korea
W

warns US over

arms scrutlny

Seoul, November 29 M v

NORTH KOREA angrily reject-
ed on Thursday US calls for
inspections to hunt for suspect-
ed weapons of mass destruc-
tion and threatened to take
unspecified “necessary coun-
termeasures.”

The North Korean Foreign
Ministry, in a statement pub-
lished by the State-run Korea
Central News Agency (KCNA),
also dismissed as “quite non-
sensical” US statements urging
the communist State to do more
to cooperate against terrorism.

“The US is unreasonably
demanding the DPRK receive
an inspection just as a thief
turns on the master with a
club,” said the statement.

DPRK is the acronym for
North Korea’s official name—
the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea.

“Under this situation the
DPRK cannot sit idle but is left
with no option but to take nec-
essary countermeasures,” it
said, without elaborating.

In a reminder of unresolved
tensions across the world’s
most heavily armed frontier,
South Korea's Defense Min-
istry condemned North Korea
for triggering an incident two
days earlier in which South
and North Korean border
guards exchanged machine gun
fire.

The North’s statement said
US calls for arms inspections
and criticism of its abuses of
human rights and religious
freedom “goes to prove that
some forces in the United
States, in fact, do not want the
dialogue for the solution of the
problems.” North Korea fre-
quently uses brinkmanship,
threats and bluffs as a diplo-
matic tool to extract conces-

0

sions from or g the attention
of the United States.

“There is nothing that North
Korea hates more than to be
ignored by the US,” said Daryl
Plunk, a Korea expert at the
Heritage Foundation, a conser-
vative American think tank.

But analysts say the North's
scope for using such tactics has
narrowed recently, because the
United States is focused on the
Afghan conflict and because
the North is dependent on
international support that
would erode if it created a cri-
sis.

Still, the United States has
shown interest in the arms pro-
grams of North Korea, which
remains on the list of states
Washington accuses of spon-
soring terrorism.

The United States has raised
concerns about the North’s
missile sales and possible
stocks of biological arms.

President Bush has urged
North Korea to allow inspec-
tors to determine whether it
has been producing weapons of
mass destruction. The top US
disarmament diplomat has also
listed the North as a leading
germ warfare worry,

The State Department, asked
on Tuesday what the United
States was demanding, referred
to the 1994 Agreed Framework
deal with North Korea, under
which Western countries
agreed to build -light-water
reactors in North Korea in
return for a freeze of the
North’s suspected ' nuclear
weapons programme. North
Korea must allow international
inspections to determine the
extent of its past nuclear pro-
gram, before any critical parts
of the new reactors are deliv-
ered to the North.

Reuters
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~4 ¥ w’North, S. Korea exchange fire

SEOUL (SOUTH KOREA), NOV. 27.
orth and South Korean security

guards exchanged fire across their

heavily armed border on Tuesday
but there were no reports of casu-
alties, South Korea's military said.

The shooting occurred amid a
lull in inter-Korean reconciliation
efforts. After the latest round of an
inter-Korean dialogue broke
down two weeks ago, North Korea
has stepped up anti-South Ko-
rean accusations. '

South Korea’s office of the Joint

" Chiefs of Staff said in a statement

that Tuesday’s shooting occurred
on the western sector of the bor-
der near Paju, 40 km northeast of

Seoul. The statement said two or
three shots were fired from a
North Korean guard post inside
the northern half of the 4-km-
wide Demilitarized Zone and
South Korean soldiers immedi-
ately returned fire.

A shot from the North broke a
window at a South Korean guard
post and another hit a wire fence
but there were no South Korean
soldiers injured, it said.

South Korean guards broadcast
warnings and fired back about 15
rounds, but there also were no re-
ports of injuries on the North Ko-
rean side, South Korean officials
said. Noting that the North Ko-

rean fire did not last, South Ko-
rean officials said it appeared to
be accidental. But they said a
team of U.N. officials was heading
to the site to investigate the na-
ture of the North Korean firing.

The Koreas share the world’s
most heavily fortified border, with
nearly 2 million troops deployed
on both sides. About 37,000 U.S.
troops are stationed in South Ko-
rea as a deterrent against the
North. There were numerous vio-
lent incidents along the border in
the decades following the 1953
end of the Korean War, but there
have been relatively few confron-
tations in recent years.

In the mosf%eé)t border in-

cidents, South Korean soldiers
fired warning shots twice to repel
two groups of up to 20 North Ko-
rean soldiers who accidentally
crossed the eastern part of the
border in September.

There were no casualties. In the
past week, North Korea charged
that South Korea's military
brought a howitzer and two ar-
moured tanks into the DMZ in vi-
olation of the armistice that
ended the three-year Korean War
in 1953.

South Korea’s Defence Ministry
rejected the North Korean charg-

es as groundless. — AP
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Campaign i

SEOUL (SOUTH KOREA), OCT. 7. Some
140 South Korean civic groups
will launch a joint signature-col-
lecting campaign to oppose the
Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Jun-
ichiro Koizumi’s planned visit to

Seoul this month, officials said on

in S. Korea \a/al

Sunday. The campa leﬂy an-
ti-Japanese groups incjuding the
Korean Citizens’ Moveément for
Correcting Japanese Textbooks,
will begin on Monday, a joint
statement said. They hope to col-
lect 10 million signatures and de-

liver them to the Japanese

embassy in Seoul before Mr. Koi-
zumi’s planned one-day visit on
Oct. 15. ““We oppose a visit by the
Japanese Prime Minister who ig-
nored international opinion and
approved a distorted textbook,”

The Yasukini Shnné; The Japéﬁese Prime Minister, Mr. Kolzumi sArecent visit to the sh
evoked strong resentment in S. Korea.

lzst Koizumi visit
Hp - LG

the Statement said. Ties between
Japan and South Korea frayed be-
cause of Tokyo’s adoption of a ju-
nior high school history textbook
that South Korea says whitewash-
es Japanese atrocities before and
during World War 11.

Mr. Koizumi was also vilified
for visiting a shrine that Seoul
says symbolises Japan’'s past mil-
itarism. Any Japanese move per-
ceived as glorifying its history
evokes strong anti-Japanese sen-
timent in South Korea and other
Asian countries, including China
and North Korea. The Korean
peninsula was a Japanese colony
from 1910 to 1945.

Mr. Koizumi said his visit to the
Yasukuni Shrine was meant to ex-
press his personal homage to 2.5
million Japanese war dead and
had nothing to do with Japan’s
past militarism. Among the souls
venerated there are convicted war
criminals, including the wartime
leader, Hideki Tojo.

Mr. Koizumi will also make a
one-day trip to Beijing on Mon-
day to meet with Chinese Presi-
dent, Mr. Jiang Zemin. China has
also criticised the textbook and
Mr. Koizumi’s visit to Yasukuni.
China believes that Japan has not
atoned enough for atrocities com-
mitted in China during World War
II. — AP
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N. KOREA / JIJANG'S GOODWILL VISIT TODAY

w),\&

BELJING, 3 2. When the Chinese President,
Mr. Jiang Zemin, visits North Korea on Mon-
day, analysts say he is likely to encourage
Pyongyang to ease tensions with Washington
and South Korea and offer help to revive the
North’s collapsing economy. The trip comes
as the North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong-il, is
easing his country out of its self-imposed iso-
lation. But even amid a flurry of foreign con-
tacts, it stands out as the first visit in nine
years by a leader of China, the North’s only
major ally. The three-day visit reaffirms a rela-
tionship forged when China sided with North
Korea in the 1950-53 Korean War but strained
by Beijing’s decision in the early 1990s to form
diplomatic ties with South Korea, their former
common enemy. Neither side has given any
agenda for what is officially a “‘goodwill visit”
by Mr. Jiang as leader of China’s Communist
Party. But analysts say Mr. Jiang and Mr. Kim
are likely to take up a wide range of issues,
from rebuilding the North’s economy to rela-
tions with Washington and unease about U.S.
missile-defence plans. A priority for Mr. Jiang
will be encouraging Mr. Kim to resume con-
tacts with South Korea and Washington, said
Mr. Yoo Ho-yeol of Korea University in Seoul.
He said China has “no reason to like tensions”
with Washington and Seoul. “They will also
discuss what the North can win by resuming
dialogue with the United States,” Mr. Yoo
said.

The North launched a new round on Sunday
in its ambivalent courtship with Seoul, offer-
ing to reopen talks ‘“‘as soon as possible.”
Washington suspended talks on the North’s
missile programme earlier this year. Pyon-
gyang retaliated in March by cutting off con-
tacts with the South. The U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, offered in June to resume
talks. But the North is balking at his request to
add the issue of its huge conventional military
presence on the South Korean border. Diplo-
matic progress would help the South Korean
President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, and his “sun-
shine policy” of aid and contacts with the
North. Critics complain that Mr. Kim is sub-
sidising the North and getting nothing in re-
turn.

Lawmakers ~are to vote on Monday on
whed%niss Mr. Kim'’s Cabinet Minister

ot
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COMRADES IN ARMS: The North Korean leader, Mr. Kim Jong 1l (right), is

China to encourage resumption
of contacts with South, U.S./ "

C21:00:16

embraced by the Chinese President, Mr. Jiang Zemin, as they meet
in Beljing in this January 20 file photo.

in charge of the policy. The South is watching
whether Mr. Jiang joins the North’s Mr. Kim in

a statement demanding that U.S. troops leave-

the South. China says it objects on principle to
foreign troops in any country. But Mr. Joseph
Biden, chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, said that in a meeting
last month, Mr. Jiang showed understanding
of the American military presence in the

South. The North’s Mr. Kim is expanding
foreign ties in a search for aid for his economy,
ravaged by decades of mismanagement and
the loss of Soviet aid. The country has lost 2
million people to famine, and depends on for-
eign food aid. Britain in July became the latest
Government to open a new embassy in Pyon-
gyang. The North Korean leader visited Mos-
cow this summer. Some suggested the trip was
aimed at reviving a Cold War-style alliance

with China and Russia.
Mr. Jiang’s visit this yeé takes place earlier

A —

than expected. That suggests Pyongyang has
finished a review of policy toward Washington
and Seoul begun after Mr. Bush took office
and announced his own review of North Korea
policy.

The visit also gives Mr. Kim a chance to lob-
by Mr. Jiang for economic help. Mr. Kim
toured China by train last year and again in
January to study its reforms, visiting joint ven-
tures, high-tech companies and the Shanghai
Stock Exchange. “Both countries need to
strive to ... strengthen their economic cooper-
ation,” said Mr. Zhao Gancheng of the Shang-
hai International Research Institute. “China is
willing to help North Korea to achieve eco-
nomic development.” Just by visiting, Mr.
Jiang is endorsing North Korea as a partner
that Chinese companies “can do business
with,” said Mr. Yoo of Korea University. ‘“Chi-
na may want to show to the North Koreans
that it will be a bulwark for North Korean ef-
forts to rebuild its economy,” he said. — AP




Tokyo, Aug. 13 (Reuters): Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi paid
homage today at a shrine for
Japan’s war dead that also hon-
ours war criminals in a move that
angered Asian neighbours and

upset many on both sides of the:

debate at home.

After days of dithering, Koizu-
mi finally decided against making
a promised visit to the Shinto reli-
gion's Yasukuni Shrine on August
15, a day that resonates with sym-
bolism around Asia as the an-
niversary of Japan’s surrender in
World War I1. A solemn Koizumi,
dressed in a morning suit and ac-
companied by aides, entered the
shrine and bowed once at the
inner sanctum while a crowd of
thousands was restrained outside
the gate by police.

Among them were not only
protesters and supporters, but
also the popular Koizumi’s usual
gathering of adoringfans.

“We should not engage in such
a war ever again,” Koizumi said
after the visit. “I paid the visit to
renew my pledge for peace.”

No Japanese Prime Minister
has made an official visit to Ya-
sukuni since Yasuhiro Nakasone
did s0 in 1985, and Koizumi did not
make clear whether his homage
was official.

His attempted compromise,
however, immediately sparked
criticism at home and in Asia.

Beijing repeated that it was
“opposed to Japanese leaders pay-
ing their respects and worship-
ping at the Yasukuni Shrine to
class-A war criminals”.

In Seoul, the government
voiced “deep regret” and 20 South
Korean gangsters cut off their fin-
gers in a grisly protest.

WV‘

Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi, (AFP)

Koizumi first pledged to make
a visit during an April campaign
to lead the ruling Liberal Democ-
ratic Party (LDP), a move many
say was aimed at winning support
from a powel group of war vet-
erans and politicians who feel the
war should be laid to rest now that
more than 50 years have passed.

The issue divided public opin-
ion, upset a Buddhist-backed
coalition partner and outraged
China and the two Koreas, all vic-
tims of Japan’s wartime aggres-
sion.

Asked why he had changed his
mind about visiting on August 15,

. Koizumi said: “As August 15 drew

closer, there were those at home
and abroad who misunderstood
my true intentions.

“I want from the bottom of my
heart to maintain friendly ties
with China, South Korea and
other Asian nations.

-

oizumi war shrme
visit sparks ou

age

“Iﬁ)ecame evident that a visit
on the 15th would be interpreted
in an opposite way and that is not
what I desire.”

Much of the outrage over
Koizumi’s visit stems from the
fact that 14 leaders convicted as
war criminals by an allied tribu-
nal after Japan’s defeat are en-
shrined along with Japan’s nearly
2.5 million war dead killed in bat-
tle since the 19th century.

In a statement issued just be-
fore the visit, Koizumi also sought
to soothe the deep resentment
much of Asia still feels toward
Japan over the war more than 50
years after its end.

“Towards our Asian neigh-
bours, at one point in the past, we
conducted colonisation and ag-
gressive acts based on a mistaken
national policy and caused im-
measurable pain and suffering.

“I wish, in light of our coun-
try’s regrettable history, to take
this to heart, express my deepest
regret and reimorse toward all of
the victims of war.”

Domestic critics, however,
chimed in from both sides of the
debate. “Yasukuni Shrine...en-
shrines those who died in wars
and justifies that action. Such vis-
its should not be allowed,” Com-
munist Party leader Kazuo Shi
told a news conference.
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Sopth Koreans draped in nationat flags cut off their little fingers in Secul on Memiay in this TV image. They
protesting against the Japanese Prime Minister, Mr Koizumi's visit to Yasukuni shrine. — AP/PTI
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

SEOUL, Aug. 13. — Twenty
South Korean men chopped off
the tips of their little fingers
today in a public protest
against Japan’s Prime Minis-
ter, M¢ Junichiro Koizumi’s
visit to Yasukuni shrine for
war dead where war criminals
are enshrined.

The protest was staged in a
Seoul park near the Independ-
ence Gate that was used as a

. jail for anti-Japanese fighters

when the Korean peninsula was
occupied by Japan from 1910 to
1945.

Standing in drenchmg rain,
the men, dressed in black, cut
off their fingers before using
South Korean national flags to
bandage their wounds with the

help of doctors.

Nearly all aged in their 20s, the t__—/f

men called themselves the “Save
The Nation Squad.” Cutting off
the little finger is a traditional
gesture in South Korea to show
determination. It was often used
in the past by gangsters. - !
Anti-Japanese protesters also
erupted outside the Japanese
embassy as it was announced in
Tokyo that Mr Koizumi was to |
visit the shrine today. |
Mr Koizumi entered the shrine |
as thousands of people, jostling |
for a glimpse, were restrained by
police. !
Japan’s government spokes- f
man had announced the deci- |
sion at a news conference along
with a statement in Mr Koizu-
mi’s name saying Japan sho
never go to war again.
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U. S troop!

SEOUL (SOUTH KOREA), AUG. 7. South
Korea has rebuffed a statement by
the North Korean leader during his
weekend visit to Moscow that
seemed to alter his stance toward
the presence of U.S. troops in the
Korean peninsula.

A joint declaration issued by the
Russian President, Mr. Vladimir
Putin, and his North Korean coun-
terpart, Mr. Kim Jong-il, demand-
ed that the U.S. troops be
withdrawn from South Korea, say-
ing it would speed reunification
talks on the peninsula. The Krem-
lin, in the declaration, expressed
“understanding” of the North Ko-
rean position but diz}not epdorse

In response, Mr. Kim Euy-taek, a
South Korean Foreign Ministry
spokesman, called the presence of
American troops in South Korea “a
bilateral issue between the United
States and the Republic of Korea.”
The United States bases 37,000
troops in South Korea, including a
full combat division near the
demilitarised zone between the
two Koreas. Officials and political
analysts offered a variety of rea-
sons why Mr. Kim jong- il might
have wanted the wording about
the American troops included
though he has been widely report-
ed as having told the South Korean
President, Mr. Kim Dae-jung, that
he would not object if the Amer-
ican troops stayed on.

Mr. Kim Dae-jung frequently
cited that remark, which he said
the North Korean leader made at
their meeting in Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital, in June 2000,
as evidence of progress toward
reconciliation, a high priority with
the South Korean leader. The
wording in the Moscow declara-
tion was “intended more for do-
mestic consumption than
anything else,” said the spokes-
man. The inference was that the
North Korean leader had called for
withdrawal of the troops during
his Moscow visit to mollify hard-
liners in Pyongyang, on whom he
relies to maintain his power. He
serves as Chairman of North Ko-
rea’s all- powerful National De-
fence Commission as- well as

General Secretary of the Workers’
arty. Nonetheless, said Mr. Moon
Chung-in, a scholar with close ties
to Mr. Kim Dae-jung, ‘‘the Mos-
cow declaration defies Chairman
Kim Jong-il's tacit acceptance of
American forces in South Korea.”

Mr. Moon, dean of international
studies at Seoul’s prestigious Yon-
sei University, called the North Ko-
rean demand ‘‘a setback for
President Kim Dae-jung” even

though he said the reclusive North |

Korean's leader's meeting with
Russia seemed to make it more
likely that Mr. Kim Jong-il will pay
a return visit to Seoul, as promised
last year in Pyongyang.

A meeting here, he said, would
be likely to lead to reopening the
rail link between North and South
Korea, in keeping with the Mos-
cow declaration’s commitment.
The reference to the American
troops, however, appeared to
some political analysts to negate
the positive value of the northern
leader’s visit abroad and opened a
fresh political debate here. Mr. Lee
Hoi-chang, leader of the Opposi-
tion Grand National Party, said the
declaration showed that Mr. Kim
Dae-jung had “either lied to the
people or was deceived by the
North” on the topic of American
troop withdrawal. The Russian and
North Korean leaders “are touch-
ing the guts” of South Korea’s rela-
tionship with the United States
“by raising the question of U.S.
forces in Korea,” said Mr. Kim
Song-han, professor at the Insti-
tute of Foreign Affairs and Nation-
al Security, an adjunct of South
Korea’s Foreign Ministry. “That is
the tactical strategy of North Ko-

”

rea.

Mr. Choi Jin-wook, director of
North Korean Studies at the Korea
Institute of National Unification,
affiliated with the Unification Min-
istry, said Mr. Kim jong-il's shift
reflected the change in North Ko-
rean relations with the U.S. under
the President, Mr. George W. Bush.
“North Korea still wants to talk to
the United States,” he said, “‘but
North Korea is trying to strengthen
its own position.” — New York
Times P
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PUTIN—KIM SUMMIT / ‘PYONGYANG’'S MISSILE PROGRAMME PEACEFUL’

Russia, N. Korea pledge joint front”

MOSCOW, AUG 4. The Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin and the North Korean leader,
Mr. Kim Jong 1l issued a ‘Moscow Declara-
tion” on Saturday, pledging strategic global
co-operation and opposing Washington’s plan
to build a missile defence system.

The declaration, signed at the end of the
summit talks at the Kremlin, was a strong
manifesto for renewed ties between the two
once ideological allies and reflects Mr. Putin’s
push to strengthen economic and other coop-
eration with Pyongyang.

Relations between Moscow and Pyongyang
were frayed with the Soviet Union’s new ties
with pro-Western South Korea in 1990 and its
collapse the next year. The document con-
tained no surprises. The two leaders issued a
similar statement when they met in Pyon-
gyang, the North Korean capital, in July last
year. Mr. Kim called the document as the
“great success” of his visit that fully reflected
the present level of cooperation between the
two countries, the [TAR-TASS news agency

said. z H 2 L1
Russia and Nor , along with China,

are strong opponentslof Washington’s missile
defense program. Th§¢ United States says it
needs the system to gugrd against threats from
“rogue” countries such as North Korea and
Iraq. In the declaration, North Korea claimed
that its missile programme is peaceful and
poses no threat to any country that respects its
sovereignty.

“The 1992 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty is the
cornerstone of strategic stability and the foun-
dation of further reduction of strategic offen-
sive arms,” the document said. The United
States needs Russia’s consent to revise the
1972 ABM treaty to build its anti-missile pro-
gramme. Russia strongly opposes amending
the treaty. North Korea confirmed its plan to
continue its missile development but said it
would observe a promised missile test mora-
torium until 2003. Mr. Kim announced the
2003 moratorium during his meeting with Mr.
Putin last year.

North Korea rattled the nerves of Asian and
other countries by test-firing a missile that
flew over Japan and landed the Pacific Ocean
in 1997. The CIA believes that the communist
country has the capability to develop a longer-
range missi#€ that can reach Hawaii and Alas-
ka. The ocumeygave no clue to whether

The Russian President, Mr. Viadimir Putin (Ieff), shakes hands with the North Korean
leader, Mr. Kim Jong-il, during their meeting in Kremlin, Moscow on Saturday. — AP

North Korea is willing to reopen talks with the
United States on missile and other pending
issues anytime soon. North Korea has yet to
officially respond to the U.S. President George
W. Bush’s offer of dialogue on June 6.

North Korea instead renewed its long-
standing demand for an end to the U.S. mil-
itary presence in South Korea, calling it “a
pressing problem.” About 37,000 U.S. troops
stationed in South Korea as a deterrent against
military threats from the North. Russia hoped
that a stalled inter-Korea dialogue would re-
sume soon and offered to play a mediating
role between the two Korean States. Inter-Ko-
rean exchanges that thrived after the first-ever
summit of their leaders last year have come to

a virtual standstill because of U.S.-North Ko-
rean tensions.

Mr. Kim invited Mr. Putin to revisit North
Korea, which the Russian President accepted,
the declaration said. There was no mention of
Russian economic assistance and possible
arms sales to North Korea but Russian officials
earlier said those issues were set to be covered
in a separate memorandum. The 59- year-old
Kim arrived in Moscow late on Friday night
after a nine- day train trip across Russia’s ex-
panse. Before meeting Mr. Putin, Mr. Kim laid
wreaths at the Lenin Mausoleum on Red
Square and the adjacent Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier, the ITar-Tass news agency

said. — AP
/
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~ A

g power to sack temtory leader

FROM CARRIE LEE

‘ Hong Kong, July 11 (Reuters):

Hong Kong passed a controversial
law today that will erode its auton-
omy by giving Communist China
the power to sack the territory’s
leader.

Democrats and political ana-
lysts have condemned consulta-
tions between the Hong Kong ad-
ministration and Beijing on the
proposed law, which was passed
late today after 10 hours of
marathon debate by lawmakers.

The passage triggered a walk-
out protest by pro-democratic leg-
islators. Earlier, activists wrapped
a banner with 40,000 signatures
around the building of the 60-seat
Legislative Council before the
start of the marathon debate on
the Chief Executive Election Bill.

The protesters called for the di-
rect election of Hong Kong’s next
chief executive, or leader.

“I firmly believe that
unless and until we have
a government that’s di-
rectly elected by the peo-
ple of Hong Kong, we do
not have a high degree of
autonomy,” said Emily
Lau of the Frontier pro-
democracy group.

Chief executive
Tung Chee-hwa, who
took over after Britain
returned the former
colony to China in 1997,
was effectively appointed by Bei-
jing. “I'm flabbergasted,” Democ-
ratic Party leader Martin Lee said
of the proposed legislation and
the talks with Beijing. Lee said
that under the Basic Law, the ter-
ritory’s post-handover Constitu-
tion, Hong Kong does not have to
consult Beijing before passing
laws.

Hong Kong was promised a
high degree of autonomy to keep

Tung Chee-hwa

its civil liberties and cap-
italist system after the
end of more than 150
years of colonial rule.
“The Hong Kong govern-
ment has again surren-
dered the high degree of
autonomy,” Lee said. “It
really makes me mad.”
“Once you consult
them (Beijing) they want
more power,” he added.
“Even if the chief execu-
tive were to do something
good for Hong Kong... Beijing can
remove him any day.” Political
commentators also chided the
Hong Kong government’s move.
“The government should be
criticised that in drafting this leg-
islation it has not given top priori-
ty to maintaining a high degree of
autonomy,” said Joseph Cheng, a
social science professor at the City
University. “But I believe the prac-
tical political significance is limit-

iina blow to HK %%nomy

ed because it is understood that
Beijing will be very, very careful
and it will not try to remove the
chief executive without any good
reason,” he added.
“Furthermore, if Beijing
wants to remove the chief execu-
tive, it has means to do so with or
without the legal provision of the
legislation.” Despite the objec-
tions of the pro-democracy camp,
the law had the support of the pro-
Beijing Democratic Alliance for
Betterment of Hong Kong and the
pro-business Liberal Party.
Pro-democracy activists have
been closely watching for™ any
signs that Hong Kong’s autonomy
was being undermined since the
handover. The government’s re-
quest in 1999 for Beijing to over-
turn a controversial ocal court
ruling on immigrgfion sparked
widespread publ® concern as
have several othet more minor in-
cidents.
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REUTERS

SEOUL, July 27. — The US

Secretary of State, General |
Colin Powell, arrived in Seoul

today hoping for a positive re-

sponse from Seoul to Washing-

ton’s new approach on North
Korea.

Gen. Powell is the most senior
US official to visit South Korea
since President Mr George W
Bush took office. His visit coin-
cides with North Korean leader
Mr Kim Jong-il's first official
trip to Russia.

Gen. Powell said before leav-
ing Vietnam he had expressed
support for Seoul’s “sunshine
policy” of closer ties with its
northerly neighbour. He told
an Asian regional gathering in
Vietnam that USA was ready
for talks with North Korea “any
time and any place”.

US-South Korean relations

owell expects Seoul support
" on North Korea stand %}

The US secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell, and his Snuth Korean counterpart,
Mr Han Seung 300, at a press conference in Seoul on Fnday - APIPTI

have been under stram because
of the Bush administration’s de-
cision to put on ice talks with
the North - whose missile pro-
gramme and diplomatic unpre-
dictability have drawn the worl-
d’s attention and earned it the
title of “rogue state” in USA.

{

But Gen. Powell said he expec-
ted to find a “positive attitude”
in South Kerea, scene of recent
protests against a 37,000- .
strong US military presence. |
USA led UN troops against the
Chinese-backed North during .
the 1950-53 Korean war.
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/HK, Chma head for row on cmzensth

BY TAMORA VIDAILLET

Hong Kong, July 22: Beijing and Hong Kong
could be headed for another constitutional row
after Hong Kong’s top court granted residency
rights to Chinese citizens born in the territory.

On Eriday, the Court of Final Appeal ruled on
several controversial cases involving mainland
Chinese who have claimed the right to live in
the wealthy territory since -its return from
Britain to Communist China in 1997.

In one case, it ruled against the Hong Kong
government and granted residency to three-
year-old Chong Fung-yuen, born while his par-
ents were visiting Hong  Kong in September
1997.

‘That decision grabbed media headlines and

\

rew applause for underscoring a reassertion of
ong Kong’s judicial freedoms.

The ruling also drew the ire of some in Bei-
jing, who said the court had ignored China’s
intervention and interpretation of Hong I(ong
law during a constitutional row in a 1999 immi-
granon case.

Friday’s ruling will apply to about 2,000 other
children in Hong Kong and to future children
born in Hong Kong to a mainland mother. -

The government feared the ruling could spark
an influx of pregnant mainlanders and asked the
court to consult Beijing on its 1999 interpreta-

tions of Hong Kong law before deciding. The -

Hong Kong court refused.
A spokesman for China’s Commission of
Leglslatlve Affairs of the National People’s

Congress Standing Committee said the ruling
did not fully correspond with China’s 1999
“explanations for some clauses in the Basic

Lyaw”, Hong Kong’s post-handover Constitu-'

tion, and they were “deeply concerned.”

Political analysts said the statement highlight-
ed the risk to Hong Kong’s judicial freedoms.
and said an upcoming ruling in a larger and
more controversial immigration case.this year
could prove to be another major constitutional
test.

. “Although the Hong Kong government came

out yesterday and said it intended to accept the
CFA decision, there is still concern’that they
could he forced to change their minds,” said Ms
Emily Lau, a pro-democracy legislator.
(Reuters) .
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- Seoul warns Q,\rx,
%W” Koizumi *
on shrine visit

SEOUL, JULY 22. South Korea warned
on Sunday that its relations with
Japan would be damaged if Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister goes ahead
with plans to visit a controversial
shrine honouring the country’s
war dead, including convicted war
criminals. . 9 ‘X

“Japan knows tha¥/we) 2long
with China, strongly oppose the
planned visit to the shrine and the
problems it will entail,” the For-
eign Minister, Mr. Han Seung-Soo,
said on a talk show on KBS TV. |

Mr. Han said he would discuss
the issue, along with another dip-
lomatic dispute over a new Japa-
nese history textbook criticised for
glossing over Japan’s military and
colonial past, when he meets his
Japanese counterpart, Mr. Makiko
Tanaka, on the sidelines of an
Asian security meeting in Hanoi
this week.

Since taking office in April, the
Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Jun-
ichiro Koizumi, has repeatedly
made clear that he would visit Ya-
sukuni Shrine in Tokyo on August.
15 to mark the 56th i
Japan's World W,




" ONE COUNTRY, ONE SYSTEM
o “Hong Kong's chances fade awayw\7

; HONG Kong legislative body has practically decided\to
; hand over the last vestiges of the SFecial Administratiye
. Region’s political autonomy to the People’s Republic of China
i by passing a law that authorises the latter to sack the chief
. executive who, in the first place, is appointed by a 400 mem-
- ber selection committee most of whose members are hand-
- picked by Beijing. China has so far set great store by the “one
¢ country two systems” princifle with both eyes fixed on Tai-
" wan; now they can have no illusions over persuading Taiwan

. any longer. This is a major shift in Chinese policy. The world |

. will also agk, what price China’s strong guarantees of demo-
i cracy and rule of law contained in its mini-constitution? The
: Basic Law, Hong Kong’s only defence against Chinese poli-
- tical predation is by deliberate Chinese action a piece of paper
© for a museum. China’s apologists abroad should take note.
Hong Kong’s defencelessness against Beijing has shown up
in many ways recently. A freedom of information exercise

' against Xinhua revealed that Chinese state organs are not

subject to Hong Kong law, in spite of Article 22 of the Basic
Law which explicitly states that all mainland organisations

are subject to the jurisdiction of local courts. This is because |

the interpretation and general clauses were amended so as to

make the Basic Law applicable only to the SAR government. |

Civil servants appointed by Beijing are not accountable to

Legco: in two separate instances, hureaucrats who abused '
their power were protected by the chief executive, although |
he had no problems getting rid of his own political appointees |
to the executive council. All these separate incidents !
underline the degree to which Hong Kong’s distinctive !
character is being subtly reshaped by influences emanating !

from the mainland. A recent opinion poll showed that a |
majority favoured direct election of the chief executive and :

the Legco on the one-man one-vote principle. But Beijing is
very happy with Legco as it exists. One must now expect that
Beijing’s control over Hong Kong will increase with time
which, unfortunately, is very good news for the Taiwanese
who can now point to Chinese perfidy to remain independent.
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CHINA THREAT / U.S. HELPS BUILD DEFENSIVE SYSTEM

- Taiwan tests anti-missile rockets -

TAIPEI (TAIWAN),TONE 20. Taiwan's
army said it successfully test-fired
U.S. Patriot missiles on Wednes-
day, knocking targets out of the
sky in a live demonstration of the
island’s best defence against a
missile attack from China.

The official Central News Agen-
cy said three missiles were
launched, downing two targets —
a dummy missile and a dummy
aircraft — over the island’s south-
east coast.

The report, citing unidentified
sources, did not make clear what
the other missile had done, but
analysts said it likely was fired
first to track the target missile and
transmit data back to the base so
a second Patriot could hit it.

That would fit with the design
of the U.S.-made system that
shoots down incoming missiles,
the analysts said.

The tests were conducted with
Washington’s blessings, officials
here said, and they were thus seen
locally as a show of U.S. support.
Local media reported that U.S.
military personnel and contrac-
tors were to be at the test site in
southeastern Taiwan. Taiwan's
military refused to discuss this.

A military expert. Mr. Shih
Hsiao-wei, said the army has
proved that it can accurately fire
the missiles, but that might notbe
enough to beat back a missile at-
tack by China.

Taiwan still needs to acquire
long-range radars and facilities to
receive missile information from

A Taiwan army’s U.S.-made Patriot missile makes a successful
launch on Wednesday in the southeastern coastal military base of
Pingtung. (inset) One of the missiles creates a fireball as it hits a

dummy missile. — AP/Reuters

spy satellites, said Mr. Shih, who
edits the monthly Defence Inter-
national. “As it is now, we are
hard pressed on warning time to
knock down a missile,”” he said.

The army issued a brief state-
ment saying the Patriot missiles
had all hit their targets in *‘one of
the major drills to test our air de-
fence capability,” but it did not
specify how many missiles were
fired or how many targets were
hit.

Earlier, cable television showed
one missile arching through the

sky, trailed by exhaust smoke as
Taiwan tested weaponry intended
to deter one of China's biggest
military threats — the many mis-
siles Beijing has aimed at the is-
land.

The missiles were fired from
Chiu-Peng base in southern Ping-
tung County under the direction
of a missile battalion that re-
ceived congratulations on. the
"'good news" in a phone call from
the President, Mr. Chen Shui-bi-
an, the army said.

The Defence Ministry declined

to take questions from reporters.
But a Ministry official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said
that based on the cable TV foot-
age, which showed the flying mis-
sile, "'it appeared to be a perfect
launch.” Taiwan has purchased
from the United States 200 Patriot
missiles, an improved version of
the weapons that gained notorie-
ty for missing their targets in the
1991 Persian Gulf War. The Patri-
ots are defensive missiles intend-
ed to intercept incoming targets.

They have been deployed
around Taipei, the capital, and
Wednesday's tests were the first
time the missiles had been fired
on Taiwanese soil.

The Patriot tests are occurring
at the same time rival China is
conducting massive war games,
but Taiwan says the timing is co-
incidental and it is not trying to
provoke Beijing.

Washington does not have for-
mal ties with Taiwan but it has
repeatedly said it is committed to
selling the island weapons need-
ed for its defence.

Although Taiwan and China
have been governed separately
for more than half a century, Beij-
ing considers Taiwan a break-
away pravince that must be
reunited with the mainland, by
force if necessary.

Taiwan has sought to build up
its missile defence, arguing that
China may have as many as 800
missiles pointed at the island

within the next decade. —y



~"Taiwan shield
- .
against China
missiles "

Taipei, June 10 \

TAIWAN IS deploying hc}me-
developed short-range ballistic
missiles that could knock down
missiles fired from China’s
southern province of Fujian, a
newspaper reported today.

The missiles, a modified ver-
sion of the Taiwan-made
Tienkung missiles, were pro-
duced recently after key technol-
ogy and components were
obtained from the united states
to boost the power of the war-
heads, the Chinese-language
China Times quoted unidentified
military sources as saying.

The missiles have a firing
range of about 100 km and they
could reach as far as Fujian
province if deployed on Taiwan-
held outlying islands near China,
the report said.

A few of them have already
been deployed, it said.

Taiwan plans to produce up to
500 Tienkung missiles and up to
50 of the more advanced short-
range missiles, it said.

Taiwan is considered most |
vulnerable to a missile attack
from China, which military
experts said could deploy about
600 m-type ballistic missiles tar-
geting Taiwan by 2005.

Taiwan has been building its
anti-missile power in recent
years. It has deployed 200 US
made patriot missiles near the
capital, Taipei.

Meanwhile, the Liberty Times
reported that Taiwan’s air force
is planning to build bunkers that
could resist an attack by the m-
type missiles.

The bunkers, when built,
would be the world’s tallest at
eight-stories high. They would be
able to resist 1,000 kg of explo-
sives, the newspaper quoted
unidentified military officials as

saying.
PLI
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again into South
SEOUL: A North Korean \Qrg})
ship has intruded into South Kore-
an waters, prompting a security
alert for the second consecutive
day, military authorities said on
Monday.The incursion took place
near the western island of Paekry-
ong, the scene of several clashes be-
tween South and North Korean
navies in the past, said a spokesman
for the south’s joint chiefs of staff.

The North Korean vessel crossed
into the south’s waters near the is-

‘North Korean cargo ship intrudes

ean waters

and moved into North Korean
waters four hours later
sea frontier, he said.

“It was an intentio
precedented incursion in
The ship ignored our w ,
move back to open seas,”” he said,
Three South Korean navy ships
chased the North Korean vessel but
did not try to seize it, he said. “We will
take action next time if any North Ko-
rean freighters violate our waters
without permission,” he warned. (arp)
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gjplomatlc ties
ith N Kore‘)ay

SEOWR, MAY 14. The European
Uniok announced on Monday
that it was opening diplomatic re-
lations with North Korea in a bid
to promote inter-Korean peace
and help solve the humanitarian
crisis in the isolationist state.

“The European Commission, in
consultation with the member
states of the European Union, has
decided to establish diplomatic
relations with the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (North
Korea),” the E.U.’s representative
office said in a brief statement.

“It is hoped that this will facil-
itate the European community’s
efforts in support of reconcilia-
tion in the Korean peninsula, and )
in particular, in support of eco-
nomic reform and easing of the
acute food and heaith problems.”

The decision came after a high-
powered E.U. delegation led by |
the Prime Minister of Sweden,
Mr. Goeran Persson, visited Pyon-

! gyang earlier this month. — AFP/

THE HINDU




~Chen to meet U.S.

Congress

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 15. In approving
& transit visa for the President of
Taiwan, the Bush administration
has made it known that there is
nothing in the visit that should be
troublesome to China. Mr. Chen
Shui-bian is transiting the United
States on his trip to Latin Amer-
ica. In a technical sense, Wash-

ington is calling it as a trapsft
without a visa. ]

“We will try to reasstir8 the #u-
thorities in Beijing that thare is
nothing in the President’s transit
that they should find disturbing
or in any way modifying or chang-
ing or casting any doubt on the
policy that exists between us and
(China)", the Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell has said.

At the same time, the adminis-
tration is also saying that Mr.
Chen will be encouraged to meet
members of the Congress when
he visits the country this month.
This would appear to be a break
from the past where such meet-
ings were dissuaded.

“We do believe that private
meetings between members of
Congress and foreign leaders ad-
vance our national interests, so he
may have meetings with mem-
bers of Congress.. We assume
that some of those will take
place’”, said the State Department
spokesman, Mr. Richard Boucher.

The last time Mr. Chen visited
the U.S. was in August 2000 when
he spent a few hours confined to
his hotel in Los Angeles. The Clin-
ton administration even prevent-
ed Mr. Chen from attending a
reception sponsored by law-mak-
ers. This time his visit to New York
and Houston will be markedly dit-
ferent.

Mr. Chen who will be visiting El
Salvador, Guatemala, Panama,
Paraguay and Honduras, will even
have a meeting with the Mayor of
New York, Mr. Rudolph Giuliani,
according to the Taiwanese
media. And on his way back , he
will reportedly spend a day in
Houston and plans to attend a
baseball game.

The U.S. and China ended up in

members

a major shouting match over the
visit in 1995 of Mr. Lee Teng-hui,
former President of Taiwan, who
went to Cornell University. This
time Mr. Chen’s visit is taking
place at a time when Beijing and
Washington have been involved
in a standoff over the American
surveillance plane and the colli-
sion over the South China Sea on
April 1. The State Department is

confident that the row over plane

will be resolved in the next few
days. 1) - 2}{

Mr. Chen's visit is not the only
thing that is of interest to law-
makers here. The spiritual leader
of Tibet, the Dalai Lama, is al-
ready in the U.S. and is visiting a
number of cities. He will be com-
ing to Washington D.C. next week
where he has a number of ap-
pointments including at the
White House. Senior law-makers
from the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties associate them-
selves with Taiwan and Tibet and
simply could not be bothered that

Beijing takes offence to these vis- i

its and meetings.

At a time when the U.S.-China
relations are at a difficult phase, a
study sponsored by the Pentagon
is apparently suggesting that
Washington shifts its Asian mil-
itary focus closer to Taiwan. The
Rand Study is making the point
that in view of the potential for
armed conflict between Taiwan
and China, the U.S. should come
up with new arrangements in
South East Asia — perhaps closer
to the Philippines — even while
maintaining the traditional ties
with Japan and South Korea.
China opposes visit

AFP reports from Beijing:

China today said it strongly op-
posed the Mr. Chen’s visit and
criticised Washington for grant-
ing him a visa.

“China strongly opposes any
country, including ofycourse the
United States, allgwfing permis-
sion for Chen Spfii-bian to visit
or style of visit,”
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Taiwan president’s visit to

US raises

 C

t
New York, May 19 K{l\/ \ fvy\

NEW YORK is gearing up for what\

is billed as a low-key visit of Tai-
wan’s president next week, but the
trip along with a planned meeting
with a key US congressman will
turn the event into a high-stakes
diplomatic venture certain to fur-
ther strain US-China diplomatic
ties.

Taiwan President Chen Shui-
bian will arrive in New York on
Monday on his way to Latin Amer-
ica for a two-night stay. His visit is
to include a courtesy call by
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani as well as
private visits to the New York
Stock Exchange and Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

An official from Taiwan’s rep-
resentative office in New York
said the “private visit” will be
“low-key,” but the stopover will
upset the Chinese government,
which regards Taiwan as a rene-
gade province. Beijing sees the US
stop as a form of recognition of
the government of Taiwan.

Chen will be largely kept away
from the public eye for his stay in
New York. He will arrive by pri-
vate charter on Monday afternoon
and will be quick]ly whisked away
to his hotel.

A Taiwan foreign ministry
spokesman said on Wednesday in
Taipei Chen would meet several
US Congressmen, but declined to
name them and was tightlipped
about his itinerary.

The range of activities and per-
mission from the State Depart-
ment to meet members of Con-
gress mark a departure from the
practice of the previous US
administration, which imposed
tight restrictions on visiting Tai-
wanese leaders. A spokeswoman
for the New York Stock Exchange
said Chen would hold private
meetings with top officials at the
exchange on Tuesday.

Reports out of Taiwan indicat-
ed Giuliani will present Chen
with a key to the city, while offi-
cials at the Metropolitan Museum
said there was no itinerary set for
Chen’s visit there.

Although the visit is being
billed as low key, New York is
home to about 400,000 Chinese-
Americans and major Chinese-
language news outlets, which are
expected to follow Chen’'s moves
with great interest.

Chen’s transit visa includes a
one-night stopover in Houston in
early June on his way back from
Latin America. In Houston, senior

hina’s hackles

Republican House member Tom
DeLay is eager to take Chen to an
Astros baseball game, DeLay’s
press officer said.

Taiwanese do not need visas for
transit stops in the United States,
but Taiwanese leaders have to
negotiate their transits with the
US administration because of
China’s political sensitivities. The
administration of President Bush .
has already been at loggerheads
with Beijing over an incident in
which a US surveillance plane
made an emergency landing on
China’s Hainan Island on April 1,
and over an arms sale to Taiwan.

In 1995, China was deeply
angered when then-Taiwanese
president Lee Teng-hui made a
private but high-profile visit to the
US to take part in a reunion at
Cornell University, his alma
mater, in New York State.

Beijing was so angry it down-
graded ties with Washington and
froze what had been warming
semi-official talks with Taipei.

Given that precedent, the trip
may not bode well for Chen, who
had said he hoped to attend the
Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion summit in Shanghai in Octo-
ber and hold talks with Jiang
Zemin. Reuters
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)/v‘ ’ [raiwan to
test-fire N
Pac-2 missiles

TAIPEI, MAY 20. .The Taiwanese
Defence Minister, Mr. Wu
Shih-wen, has said that
Taiwan would test-fire the
U.S.-made Pac-2 missile
system in June, becoming
the first foreign country to
test-fire it on its own soil.

“The army has nearly
finished deploying the Pac-2
missile system bought from |
the United States. We will
test-fire it next month,” he
told a news conference.

“A group of U.S. advisers
will arrive in Taiwan to
supervise the live-fire test,”
he said. Taiwan is the first
foreign country to be
allowed by Washington to
test-fire the Pac-2 anti-
missile system on its own
soil. Washington sold three
Pac-2 batteries to Taiwan in
1993. The three units were
deployed in north Taiwan to
. protect the greater Taipei
' area. In the past, all the
foreign countries which
bought Pac-2, had to have
the system test-fired in the
U.S. — DPA

THE HINDU



Taiwan hawks

take heart

f@

from US stance

Taipei, May 24

TAIWAN POLICE stopped a
group of pro-independence
activists from setting fire to a
Chinese flag outside parliament
on Thursday, indicating that
‘Taipei has no desire to incense
its giant neighbour.

But pro-independence
diehards have been emboldened
by US President George W.
Bush’s tougher stance on Beijing
in recent weeks.

The US policy is to recognise
“one China” and to have formal
diplomatic relations with Bei-
jing, but Washington has been
taking a harder line since the
row over last month’s collision
between a US spy plane and a
Chinese fighter.

“This is a very, very encourag-
ing development for Taiwan
independence fundamentalists,”
Liu Bih-rong, a political scientist
at the private Soochow Universi-
ty, said of a Taiwan-friendly US
President.

Beijing considers Taiwan a
breakaway province that must be
brought back to the fold and has
rumbled threats of invasion if
the island declares indepen-
dence. Taiwan pro-independence
activists were also heartened last
month when Bush offered to sell
submarines and destroyers in
the biggest arms package for the
island since 1992, when Bush
senior approved the sale of 150 F-
16 fighters.

“I was overwhelmed with joy 1
wanted to set off firecrackers to
celebrate,” said Ho Wen-chi,

chairman of the Taiwan Inde-
pendence Party, which advocates
Statehood.

The Taiwan Independence
Party, founded in 1996, hopes to
win about 10 parliamentary seats
in the year-end parliamentary
elections. It won just 145,118
votes in 1997, or 1.45 percent of
the total.

In another shot in the arm, the
US House of Representatives
approved a bill this month reclas-
sifying Taiwan as a “major non-
NATO ally” to allow it to buy sur-
plus US military equipment.

“We are already the ruling..
party. Changing the flag now is.-
not worth the risk,” Ku Chia-
ming, a DPP congressional aide
said of his party's dreams fo
Statehood.

Media surveys show an over-
whelming majority of Taiwanese §g
are in favour of the political sta-»
tus quo between Taipei and Bei- *
jing, rivals since the end of the .
Chinese civil war in 1949.

There is little doubt China
would unleash its 2.5 million-
strong People’s Liberation Army-
against Taiwan if the island ™
declared independence. t

“Bush has guaranteed he w1ll' i
defend Taiwan, but there is no
guarantee China will not attack,”
Ku said, referring to a pledge by
the US president last month todo -
“whatever it took” to help Tai- =’
wan defend itself.

Surveys conducted by Ting’s
Gallup Taiwan in recent years
show that about 25 to 30 percent
of Taiwanese support statehood.

Reuters
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REUTERS

TAIPEI, May 13. ~ The Taiwa-
nese Vice-President, Ms An-
nette Lu, has called on China to
‘dismantle hundreds of missiles
she said were ranged against t-
he island, declaring that the Ch-
inese lion must be “de-clawed”.

“Taiwan is like a rabbit or a
cat, a kitten. China is a big li-
on,” the island’s first woman
Vice-President said.

She urged China’s Commu-
nist rulers to clear its eastern
coast of some 300-500 missiles.
China has threatened to attack
Taiwan if it formally declares
independence or drags its feet
on unification talks.

As the Communists took over
the mainland half a century
ago, rival Nationalists took ref-
uge on Taiwan and declared
theirs to be China’s rightful
government. The. island has
governed itself since as a sepa-
rate state, but Beijing consid-
ers it a renegade province.

“Everybody knows the result
when one lets a kitten embrace
a lion unless the lion is de-
clawed and de-fanged,” said Ms
Lu.

“It must abandon (threats) to
use force against Taiwan and
dismantle missiles,” added the

Vice-President, reviled by Bei-
jing for her pro-independence
stand.

With 100 million people living
below the poverty line, China
would be better off spending
money on poverty alleviation
than on missile deployment,
Ms Lu said.

She poured cold water on an-

overture by former Taiwan pre-
mier Mr Vincent Siew for the
island and China to establish a
common market as part of rec-
onciliation efforts.

“The timing is not right. The

conditions are not ripe,” the 56-
year-old vice president said.
“The mainland harbours mali-
cious intentions.”
Smile offensive: She said Chi-
na had tried to lure Taiwan inv-
estment and tourists with a “s-
mile offensive” while at the same
time stepping up military de-
ployment in coastal provinces.

Mr Siew, a vice-chairman of
Taiwan’s main Opposition Na-
tionalist Party, is currently vis-
iting China to try to win Chine-
se leaders over to his idea of es-
tablishing a regional common
market.

“Discussion of a common mar-
ket is a real joke,” said Ms Lu,
a pioneer of Taiwan’s women’s
movement and a prolific writer

,
kS

hinese lion must

de-clawed: Taiwar
.

on feminism.

Taiwan investors have pdured
up to $60 billion into China
since rapprochement began in
the late 1980s, lured by low
land and labour costs and a :
common language and culture.

But Taiwan investments in
China have no legal protection
because of simmering political
tension. Taiwan still restricts
investment in strategic indus-
tries in China and bans direct
trade and transport links on
national security grounds.

Ms Lu and the President Mr
Chen Shui-Bian of the pro-in-
dependence Democratic Pro-
gressive Party swept to power |
last year, alarming Beijing, |
which has repeatedly threat- ‘
ened to attack the island if it !
declares statehood.” |

Mr Chen switched gears soon
after his election calling for rec-
onciliation and cooperation
with China, but Ms Lu re-
mained on the battle lines, ril-
ing Beijing.

Bilateral ties have been at a |
stalemate since 1999 when Bei-
jing suspended dialogue, an-
gered when the President, Mr
Lee Teng-Hui, called for politi-
cal parity by redefining bilater- ;
al ties as “special state to state” '
relations.

L R R
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/ﬁong Kong tfushes Falun protests

va\’< A\ (

OLIVER AUGUST

. THE TIMES, LONDON . '

w4
HONG KONG, May 10. —Polic&have
cracked down on protests here during the
Chinese President’s visit, as the territory
comes under pressure to conform to main-
land norms.

. On his second visit since the 1997 hand-

over, Mr Jiang Zemin said in a televised
speech that Hong Kong had become more

' democratic than ever. Outside on the
i street, hundreds of Falun Gong members
! tried to demonstrate during his visit, but
: were prevented by 3,000 policemen.

Legislator Ms Emily Lau said: “Hong
Kong is going backwards when we com-
pare its political development now with
that... under Chris Patten.” She added:
“The government is undermining our civil

liberties. If we keep on sliding, Hong Kong
could become just another Chinese city.
The power of the legislature is eroding.”

The British foreign office told Hong Kong
to maintain its record of openness this
week after British Falun Gong followers
were refused entry to the former colony.

A spokesman at the British consulate-
general reminded the Beijing-appointed
city government that “freedom of associa-
tion and ease of travel are both import
ant parts of Hong Kong’s image”.

The spiritual group is still legal in Hong
Kong, but its members have complained
about attempts to intimidate them. A Fa-
lun Gong spokesman said they found it dif-
ficult to book hotel rooms for programmes
and were worried about losing their jobs.

Calculated hints by Beijing leaders have

created a climate of fear. An American le-

am NG

gal expert on China, Mr Jerome Cohen,
said: “Hong Kong is trying to use ‘persua-
sion legislation’ as it is known in China.”
During a visit to neighbouring Macau last
December, Mr Zemin called for a campaign
against the group outside the mainland,
despite human rights guarantees for Hong
Kong agreed under the “one country, two
systems” formula before the handover.

An Opposition politician, Mr Martin Lee,
said: “Falun Gong has become the first re-
al test of ‘one country, two systems’. This is
exactly the sort of thing we were afraid of
before the handover. Nobody thought
things would turn bad overnight. But now .
we see the slow erosion of civil liberties.”
A Hong Kong government spokesman re-
jected such suggestions. “The ‘one country,
two systems’ formula has become reality,”

he said.



Korea asks Japan to
change history texts

Seoul

AW,
SOUTH KOREA on Tuesday sury-
moned the Japanese ambassado
to its Foreign Ministry in a bid to
force changes to controversial
Japanese history books, officials
here said.

Foreign Minister Han Seung-
Soo “invited” Japanese ambas-
sador Terusake Terada to his
office to make an official request
that the Japanese Government
change 35 passages in eight newly
approved history textbooks.

At a 15-minute meeting, Han
called for Tokyo to quickly “cor-
rect” the passages in the middle
school textbooks, which “distort-

ed, downplayed or omitted” -

Japanese wartime atrocities and
invasions.

He handed over a 36-page docu-
ment that specifies South Korea’s
demands. The South Korean For-
eign Minister said the row should
not hurt the countries’ bilateral
relations.

)&(\\’ \Q{\ \<

“It should not reopen the Kore-
ans’ past wounds (inflicted by
Japanese),” Han was quoted as
telling the Japanese ambassador.
Most of the 35 passages in ques-
tion are contained in a history
textbook edited by the Society for
History Textbook Reform, a group
of Japanese nationalists.

South Korea has been at the
forefront of Asian protests over
the books, which have emerged as
a pressing problem for the new
Japanese Government.

The Japanese Government has
approved the textbooks, which
avoid references to Japan’s pre-
World War II invasion of its Asian
neighbours and play down events
such as the Nanjing Massacre in
China and the use of tens of thou-
sands of Asian women as sex
slaves for Japanese troops.

Many women were from Korea,
where memories remain bitter
over Japan’s brutal occupation
between 1910 and 1945.

AFP

/



Japan deports Korean leader's son

REUTERS 9 Q /bassy A North Korean diplomat told Reutess Televi

BEUING, MAY 4

A man believed to be the eldest son and hejr-ap-
parent of North Korean leader Kim Jong-1l arri
China on Friday after Japan deported him for
to enter the country on a false passport.

Witnesses said the man and three travelling com-
panionsleft the commercial flight from Tokyo 10 min-
utes after the rest of the passengers, following it arrival
at Beijing’s Capital Airport.

He came down the steps followed by two women
and a young boy, believed to be family members, and
the four were driven to a VIP reception area in a grey

© minibus. Itwas not known where the man - reported by
' Kyodo news agency to have declared himself to police

investigators in Tokyo to be Kim Jong-Nam, the 29-
year-old son of the North Korean leader - went from
the airport.

Two North Korean embassy cars, with heavﬂy
tinted windows, left the airportbut there was nosign of
the man and his companions turning up at the em-

sion the Kim Jong-Nam storywas “a trick” ancthe was' -
not at the embassy. He did not elaborate.  * s

“There’s nothing going on here. You people bemg ‘.
here will make people think something is going on,”
he said of reportels and cameramen hoping tg: qut afi
arrival. “Go away.” :

There was no official word on when the de
man would return to Pyongyang There are fwo
nese flights a week to the city - the next on h@nday-" '
and one by Koryo, theNorth Korean state aigline. ’
The Koryo flight leaves Beijingon Saturdag morn:

ing.

A Japanese government source told Rég
man, who has not been formally identified Tt is v
likely Kim Jong-Nam, was taken by China as part of&
deal to avoid a diplomatic incident.

The man, who bore a striking resemblance to Klm'
Jong-1l, wore black trousers and shirt and 2 br
quilted leather jerkin. He was also wearinig srall ova¥:
gold-rimmed spectacles. The group was tr’ave i
mﬂlsmallbouxs\hnttonsmtcases . :

WDIAN FXPRES.
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Korea iIntent on
W 5xport|ng missiles’

SEOUL (SOUTH KOREA), MAY 4. A Eu- ec%nciliation process on the di-

| ropean delegate warned on Friday ided Korean peninsula, which

that the North Korean leader, Mr. ad lapsed amid U.S.-North Ko-
Kim Jong-Il, remained willing to  r¢an tension.
export missile technology, a key

obstacle to better t.ies between the tHe two Koreas ebbed in the wake
North and the United States. ofl the U.S. President, Mr. George

The comment by Mr. Javier So- Bush's decision to suspend
lana, the European Union security  ta]ks with North Korea pending a
affairs chief, tempered upbeat as- policy review. “To win the North
sessments of an E.U. mission to a  Kogrean promise to maintain its
nation that Washington says is a  mpissile moratorium until 2003 is
major threat to international ef- 45 achievement bigger than we
forts to curb missile proliferation.  pa(g expected,” the South Korean
“(Kim Jong 1) claims that the ex-  Ppresident, Mr. Kim Dae-jung said.
pert of (missile) technology is part < helieve it will have a positive ef-
of trade and that if he finds people  fect on resuming U.S.-North Korea
who want to buy it, he will sell it,” dialogue,” said Mr. Kim, who won
Mr. Solana said. the Nobel Peace Prize last year for

The mission, led by the E.U. his efforts to reconcile with the
head and Swedish Prime Minister, North. However, Mr. Kim made no
Mr. Goeran Persson, left Pyon- reference to his North Korean
gyang for Seoul on Thursday after counterpart’s reported comments
Mr. Kim Jong-1l pledged to extend on the sale of missile technology,
a moratorium on missile tests until  which has been a major source of
2003. The delegation left South Ko-  foreign currency for the impover-
rea on Friday afternoon. Mr. Pers-  ished, reclusive North. “The an-
son's adviser, Mr. Lars Danielsson, swer was much more negative”
was heading for the U.S. to brief when discussions in Pyongyang

Government contacts between

| officials on the North Korean trip.  turned to missile technology sales,

Mr. Solana said a similar brief- MI- Solana said.

' ing would be given to Japanese of- Last month, a state-run research

ficials as well. The promise to centre in South Korea said North
adhere to a moratorium that be- Korea has exported at least 540
gan in September 1999 was a sig- missiles to Iran and other West
nificant advance in the Asian countries since 1985. — AP
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+The EU team, led by Swedish Prime Minister

nist state on hold after a seri

By PauL ECKERT kk /
Pyonghiing, May 2: A high-level Europe
Union delegation arrived in North Korea on
Wednesday for a landmark visit intended to
shore up the fragile reconciliation process on
the divided Korean peninsula.

contacts last year, including a visit by former
secretary of state Madelemg;:k

ber.
The Bush administration’s pause to review its
predecessor’s policies and sceptical stance
toward North Korea has angered Pyongyang
and raised fears that the process of rapproche-
ment across the last front of the Cold War is los-
Goran Persson, was greeted at Pyonyang airport  ing momentum. “The EU wants to help to make
by North Korean Parliament chief Kim Young-
nam, hundreds of goose-stepping soldiers and
abbut 1,000 citizens in traditional dress waving
plastic pink flowers and chanting “Sincere wel-
come.”

The EU trip is the highest-level Western dipl

explained both in Pyongyang and in Seoul,” the
Swedish government said in a statement posted
on its ite on Monday.

U delegation, which also iricludes foreign
policy and secutity chief Javier Solana and
commissioner for external affairs Chris Patten,
will spend about 28 hours in Pyongyang before
it moves on to South Korea on Thursday.

Uhited States has put its ties with

Ibright in Octo-

this process irreversible, and this will be

rTop EU delegation starts N. Korea visit

Neutral SWeden which holds the EU’s rotating
six-month presidency, was ome of the few
Western countries to maintain diplomatic ties
with North Korea during the Co@ War. Most
EU states except France have moved in recent

“months to establish relations with the so-called

“hermit kingdom.” Sweden said it also planned
to raise human rights cencerns, economic
reform and the issue of missile control during
the talks in Pyongyang with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-il.

The EU trip comes several weeks after Presi-
dent Bush called off planned missile talks with
Notth Korea saying he did not think Pyongyang
would live up to its pledge to scrap its nuclear
weapons program. Since then, a senior offici-
at the CIA said North Korea probably. msdesses

one or two nuclear weapons. (Reuzd)/

THE ASIAN AGE

= TMARY 2200



" LEE GETS A VISA -/

«*", 1. Bad news for China "%

CHINX has good reason to hate President Lee Teng-hui
who supervised Taiwan’s transition to democracy, provi-
ding a popular mandate not only for himself and Thiwan’s
politicians in general, but also invented the term “dtate to
state relations” and made a fundamental alteration'in the
vocabulary of Sino-Taiwanese relations in favour of those who
think reunification should occur as much on Taiwan’s terms
as on China’s. It is not surprising that it turned Lee’s propo-
sed vigit to Japan to get himself treated into a political issue;
it is part of its overall belligerent approach towards Taiwan
which includes preventing Taiwanese politicians from
getting any recognition, official or unofficial. They made no
fuss when President Chen Shui-bian went on an official for-
eign tour immediately after his election, to countries that
recognised the Republic of China. Chinese pressure was
strong enough to make Japan wilt for about two weeks.
Fortunately for Lee, this is an election year. Public opinion is
favourable to Taiwan, the opposition recommended
magnanimity and Lee has finally been issued a visa. Apart
from Lee’s personal role in giving a certain prominence to
what China calls “splittists”, the vehemence of the reaction
was also certainly influenced by the tension currently
prevailing between the two countries, in the context of the US
decision to sell sophisticated military hardware and the
resurgence of Sinc-American hostility over the spy plane.
Finally, there were Chinese apprehensions that Lee would
use his visit for propaganda purposes, and promote a common
security vision for the Pacific aimed against China.

There are signs that the Taiwanese are reacting to sustain-
ed Chinese belligerence. Vice-President Annette Lu has ask-
ed China to get rid of the 300 missiles positioned across the
Taiwan Straits. The clear message is that Taiwan is not going
to be browbeaten. What China fears above all is that Tai-
wanese assertiveness is finding more and more support in the
US, thus endangering the critical reunification agenda. :
Indeed, the US has just issued Lee a visa, not in spite of -
Chinese threats but because of them, especially since the -
American publicis in a distinctly anti- Chinese mood. This is

a positive encouragement for Taiwan to stand up fopitself.
Lee hasfbeen a symbol of this new attitude.

. 7 MAY 200



ulwcm offers talks,

=, China says no

 REUTERS /\ A\

BELJING, April 27. - China to-
day rebuffed a call from Taiwan’s
top negotiator with Beijing to re-
sume talks, saying conditions

| are not ready for bilateral visits.

Mr Koo Chen-Fu, chairman of
Taipei’s semi-official Straits
Exchange Foundation, had in-
vited his counterpart, Mr Wang

! Daohan, head of Beijing’s Asso-
| ciation for Relations across the
| Taiwan Strait, to visit Taiwan

on the eighth anniversary of
landmark talks between the

. two men in Singapore.

But Mr Zhang Minggqing,

' spokesman for the Cabinet’s
. Taiwan affairs office, reiterated

China’s long-standing demand
that Taiwan must recognise
the “one China” principle be-
fore talks resume.

“The Taiwan authorities do

not reco;gn's/ the “one China”

principle, so the conditions are
not ready for Wang Dachan to

go to Taiwan or for Koo Chen-- -

Fu to visit China,” he told a
news conference.

The Taiwan premier, Mr
Chang Chun-Hsiung, also re-
newed calls for talks with Chi-
na. “We hope the two sides...
can sit down and talk on the
basis of dignity and equality.
That is, (we) hope (we) can re-
sort to negotiations, rather
than conflicts to resolve our dif-
ferences,” he told reporters.

He also invited the Chinese
premier, Mr Zhu Rongji, for a
visit and said: “We welcome
him... with sincerity, but no
conditions can be set.”

Beijing angrily suspended
fence-mending talks with Taipei
in July 1999 after the then Pres-
ident, Mr Lee Teng-Hui, rede-
fined bilateral ties as a “special
state to state” relationship.

Tensions across the Taiwan
Strait increased this week after
est arms
package for the island in a dec-
ade, granted Mr Lee a visa and
US President Mr George Bush
vowed to do “whatever it took”
to help Taiwan defend itself.
China warning: The Chinese
foreign ministry cautioned Mr
Bush that he had entered a
dangerous path by promising to
do everything possible to de-
fend Taiwan, adds UNI from
Beijing.

Ms Zhang Qiyoue, spokes-
woman for the Chinese foreign
ministry, said here yesterday
that Taiwan was not a protec-
torate of any foreign power but
an inalienable part of China.
The Chinese deputy foreign
minister, Mr Li Zhaoxing, re-
buked America in front of the

US ambassador in Beijing, Mr
Joseph Prueher, yesterda /
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O in the end the Bush
SAdministration decided it

was not going to approve
the sale to Taiwan of the much-
touted Aegis-class destroyers
and their state-of-the-art mis-
sile tracking system. The deci-
ding reason was political, al-
though there is evidence aplen-
ty they wouldn't have done
Taiwan that much good in the
military arena either. They
wouldn't be delivered for ano-
ther seven or eight years and in
that time China could have de-
ployed enough missiles to easily
overwhelm their capabilities.

Simply put, they would be
nothing more than a political
provocation — a hint of other
defensive systems to come; the
anti-ballistic missile shield
around America and theatre
missile defence around Japan
and Taiwan. All of which in the
end will be similarly self-defeat-
ing, as China builds more nu-
clear-tipped rockets to over-
whelm them.

Along the way the political
relationship would deteriorate
from "strategic partner" (Clin-
ton) to "strategic competitor”
(Bush) to "enemy" (future).
Self-evidently there is neither
logic nor good reason in this
game and it makes much more
sense to look at the underlying
causes of what brought all this
to the boil and how to return to
the status quo ante before the
Taiwan. Strait confrontation of
1995-96 pushed what had
seemed a sen-
sible  accom-
modation  off
the deep end.

In retrospect,
it is more than -
clear that the
origins of this
confrontation --
which appear-
ed to begin with
China firing
missiles near
Taiwan  and
President Bill
Clinton ordering the deploy-
ment of US battleships in the
Taiwan Strait — lay in Taiwan-
ese lobbying of the US Congress
and subsequent Congressional
pressure on the President.

US policy towards Taiwan had
been allowed to drift and Tai-
wan, under President Lee
Teng-hui, had been able, etfect-
ively unchallenged, to build up
a head of steam in its quest for
independence. The White Hou-
se foolishly succumbed to the
pressure to give Mr Lee a visa
to enter the USA, thus depart-
ing from its understanding with
Beijing on US-Taiwan rela-
tions. It sebmed to suggest to
Beijing that Washington might
well be on the way to aban-
doning its one-China policy and
the firing of the missiles did in
fact bring Clinton to his senses.
The 1997 and 1998 summits
quickly followed, with Clinton
saying in Shanghai that the
USA did not support Taiwanese
independence.

Although pretty clear at the

ﬂiﬂv/eryone caxf win

o/ with Taiwan %)

By JONATHAN POWER

‘Hong Kong, there wili be no

time, it is now little isputed
that Lee Teng-hui was not
responding to Taiwanese public
opinion but trying to lead it.
Indeed, Chen Shui-bian, his
opponent in the general election
of 2000, confronting the anx-
ieties of a nervous public, had to
abandon his own long-held posi-
tion in favour of independence
in order to win the presidency.
The main trouble with years of]
unproductive jousting is that it
has obscured the essentials.
The issue that now presents
itself is the same one that was
on the table before Lee temp-
orarily up-ended it: how to turn
Taiwan's autonomy from a
negative into a positive factor. It
could be made all the easier if]
diplomacy could deliver a
pledge from China not to use
force in return for Taiwan pled-
ging not to declare indepen-
dence. .

Then it would be possible to
conceive of Taiwan agreeing in
the not too distant future to
negotiations over confederation
with China. (If the USA stops
continuously provoking China
with new arms sales to Taiwan
that, in a communiqué signed
by President Ronald Reagan, it
promised not to, then that in
itself would make a turn in
Chinese policy rather easier.)
China, for its part, has to
realise it can never force re-
unification; on the contrary, it
has to woo Taiwan, to accept
that the island must always
have a high
degree of auto-
nomy, indeed
much  more
autonomy
than does
Hong Kong.
There can ne-
ver be any tur-
ning back of
the clock on
fully-fledged
democracy
and -thus Tai-
wan's Sov-
ereignty. It means that, unlike

Beijing-appointed chief execu-
tive, Basic Law or diktats to the
courts. Taiwan, too, must also
be allowed to keep command
over its own defence forces, at
least for a decade or two.
Indeed, a date on the winding
down of military independence
has probably to be fudged.
China, moreover, has to realise
that an essential part of the
wooing process is progress at
home on the mainland in
improving its respect for human
rights and furthering the
practice of democracy, which it
has already pioneered at the
local level, if not always succes-
sfully.It is win-win politics of]
this kind that all sides are in
urgent need of.

The fact that Mr Bush turned
down the Aegis request sug-
gests that this new Adminis-
tration is keeping its options

open for more creative diple-,~

macy. It should move
without more ado.

T
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ANDREW BROWNE
BEUING APRIL 27 /

PRECARIOUS US-China relalions
headed for further trouble on Friday with re-
ports that the Bush administration may let Tai-
wanese President Chen Shui-bian meet Con-
gressmen during a stopover in the United Stateés.

On topofa spy plane incident, the biggest US-
arms package for Taiwan in a decade, Washing-
ton’s decision to grant a visa to former Taiwan
president Lee Teng-hui, blunt remarks by Presi-
. -dent George W. Bush on defending Taiwan and
China’s detention of US residents on spy charges,
the reports added toasense that eventswere piling
»up‘piﬂrilously.

Starting with the April 1 spy plane incident,
both Bush and Chinese President Jiang Zemin
haye been careful to put immediate conflicts
| in perspective and stress the wider relation-
ship, including trade whichi.earned China an $
" 84 billion surplus with the US last year.

hma ties go for

A senior US administration official re-
sponded by saying Bush was working to keep
the relationship “productive”. A US official told
Reuters that allowing Chen to meet Congress-
men was “under serious discussion” and the ad-
ministration was “still working through the
modalities” with Taiwan. -

‘When Washington granted a transit visa to
then Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui in June
1995 tovisit his alma mater, Cornell University,
China erupted,in fury and froze high-level
cross-Strait talks, There is still no sign of a re-
sumption. Lee has postponed by a month a visit
to the United States originally scheduled for
nextweek.

The optimistic assessment is that the new
US President is being tested by China and in
time relations will settle into a more familiar
pattem of careful diplomacy and nuanced lan-
guage. “T have followed China-US relations for
decades and one lesson is that when ties are
troubled, we should not be too pessimistic; and

LOIAN EXPRES?

T

2 8 APR 2n

an 1oss

when things are going well we should not be
too optimistic,” said Tao Wenzhao, Deputy Di-
rector of the Institute of American Studies at
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
Yet, rumblings from the Chinese media
grew louder on Friday over the US arms pack-
age for Taiwan-and Bush’s remarks that the US
would do “whatever it took” to defend Taiwan.
State-run Guangming warned the US to
“rein-in its horse at the edge of the dliff”. And
the official Xinhua news agency said in a com-
mentary that Taiwan would “take a battering” if
it thought US weapons and statements by Bush
could protect a grab for independence. “If
some countries ignore China’s strong Opposi-
tion and keep selling Taiwan all kinds of ad-
vanced weapons and dish out irresponsible
promises to help defend it, it can only lead Thi-
wan to believe it has found a patron and to take
further steps down the dead-end road to inde-
pendence,” the news agency said.

—Reuters,
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-"USA may use force
o defend Taiwan

. THE TIMES, LONDON

L

WASHINGTON, April 26. - US
President, Mr George W Bush,

A
BEN MACINTYRE =V

- said last night that the use of

American military force is “cer-

- tainly an option if China in-

vades Taiwan”, barely a day af-

. ter approving new arms pur-

chases for the island.

But he cautioned Taiwan
against provoking such an attack
by declaring independence from
Beijing. “I would certainly hope
that Taiwan would not do such a
thing,” Mr Bush said in an inter-
view with Associated Press.

The presidential comments
followed signals from China
that selling sophisticated weap-
onry to Taiwan would have a
“devastating” effect on US-Chi-
nese relations, despite the
President’s offering of a small
gesture of conciliation by serap-
ping the annual review of arms

(l.
sales to Taipei.

In an earlier {teldvision inter-
view, Mr BusH had said USA
was prepared t¢ do “whatever it
took” to defend Taiwan. Asked
by ABC television yesterday
whether USA had an obligation
to defend Taiwan from Chinese
attack, he said: “Yes, we do,
and the Chinese must under-
stand that.” Previous US ad-
ministrations had only hinted
that they would intervene to
defend Taiwan in the event of a
Chinese invasion.

. The day after the US Presi-
dent announced the largest
package of arms sales to Tai-
wan since 1992, including eight
submarines, Admiral Joseph
Prueher, the US ambassador to
China, was summoned to the
foreign ministry to be told of
Beijing’s “indignation and abso-
lute opposition to this decision”.
Mr Li Zhaoxing, vice-foreign

minister, tolWl Prueher

b A S T
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that the sale of ships, submar-
ines and aircraft - even without
destroyers equippped with Ae-
gis radar requested by Taipei —
“will have a grave impact on
China-US co-operation in the
sphere of non-proliferation and
bring devastating damage to
China-US relations”.

The confrontation every year
over Taiwanese arms sales has
been familiar ritual since 1982,
but while Mr Bush has moved
to end the annual controversy,
he emphasised that USA would
“reserve the right” to supply
Taiwan with weapons to defend
itself against China.

“We have made it clear to the
Taiwanese that we will not
have this so-called annual re-
view, and we will meet on an
as-needed basis,” Mr Bush said
in an interview with The Wash-
ington Post.

The practical effect of the

statement is limited since USA

27 APR 2(D)

is already able to supply arms
to Taiwan on an ad hoc basis.

Mr Bush’s offer to sell eight
diesel submarines to Taiwan
has caused particular conster-
nation in Beijing, but it is not
yet clear how Washington could
supply the vessels, since USA
no longer makes them.

Experts had predicted that
the submarines would probably
be Dutch-designed and Ger-
man-built. Germany, however,
said yesterday that it would re-
fuse to export submarines to
Taiwan for fear of exacerbating
tensions with China. “If an ap-
plication was made to the Ger-
man government, it would not
be approved,” a spokesman
said,

The White House insisted that
“USA would not have indicated
they would be available to pro-
vide to Taiwan, if we didn’t be-
lieve that we had the means
secure their production”.




Taiwan arms: U.S.

‘corrects’ China bias
W~

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 24. Keeping in
mind the long term as also the im-
mediate diplomatic implications,
the U.S. President, Mr. George W
Bush, has decided against selling
Taiwan the four Aegis class de-
stroyers. Mr. Bush has formally fi-
nalised his arms list to Taiwan
and the Defence Secretary, Mr.
Donald Rumsfeld, will formally
inform it to a visiting Taiwanese
delegation but after briefing
Members of Congress.

Taiwan’s “‘wish list"”” was an as-
sortment of 30 different weapons
systems involving its army, navy
and air force. And the Bush Ad-
minjstration is making the point
that in going through with the list,
““the balance which we think had
started toward China’s favour in a
dangerous way, is righted”. Ad-
ministration officials are further
making the point that the sophis-
ticated arms package was evaluat-
ed on merits and that politics had
nothing to do with the final deci-
sion.

Taiwan will get eight advanced
submarines, four Kidd class de-
stroyers, 12 P-3 Orion aircraft and
other state of the art weaponry
that have been designated for so-
called defensive purposes. The fo-
cus of the package has been on
submarines with both the U.S.
and Taiwan arguing the need for
an ability for an agile sea-based
defence against a Chinese block-
ade.

And the Kidd class destroyers
were intended to provide muscle
and teeth to sea and air oper-
ations. Intelligence agencies had
come to the conclusion that Tai-
wan faced a significant amount of
threat from the missile buildup
across the Straits that includes
CSS-7 and CSS-6 missiles. The
Pentagon had informed Congress
that the submarine package
would enable Taiwan to survive a
Chinese missile attack which
would be followed by a blockade.

A point has been made in re-
cent days that given the rancour
between the U.S. and China over
the April 1 collision over the
South China Sea and the contin-
ued detention of the EP-3E Aries
11 surveillance plane by China,
Taiwan itself did not want to fur-
ther cause deterioration in the Si-
no-U.S. relationship by insisting
on the Aegis class destroyers. Fur-
ther, the Bush Administration has
been making the point that Tai-
wan did not have the technical
wherewithal and expertise to op-
erate such an advanced system.

The total arms package to Tai-

b
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The AEGIS-equipped USS
Chancellorsviile passes a
Chinese submarine as Admiral
Thomas Fargo, commander of
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, arrives
at the port of Qingdao,
Shandong province, on a visit,
in this August 2, 2000, file
picture.

wan is around $5 billions but
some of the advanced items will
not be in place for three or four
years. Nevertheless, Washington
wished to make the point that the
present Republican administra-
tion is committed to the defence
of Taiwan; and that if an arms
shopping list had indeed gone
through much of the blame was
to be pinned on China for in-
creasing its threat — especially on
the missiles front — to Taiwan.

The Bush Administration has
been effectively making the point
that the last major arms sales to
Taiwan was also on a Republican
President’s watch — the Senior
Mr. Bush sold 150 F-16 jets to Tai-
wan in 1993. Republicans have
been sharply critical of the Clin-
ton administration which had
routinely blocked arms sales to
Taiwan; and in the past the State
Department had blocked the sale
of submarines on the grounds
that it was on the “offensive list”
and therefore not permissible un-
der domestic laws.

The denial of the Aegis class de-
stroyers has not unduly perturbed
the Republican right wing and the
Taiwan lobby on Capitol Hill and
elsewhere. The Bush Administra-
tion is seen to have put together a
“robust’” package — something
that has been welcomed in Tai-
wan too. What is being pointed
out is that the Bush Administra-
tion has not flatly rejected the Ae-
gis sale — it has pegged this tg.the
threat perception of Ching406 Tai-
wan.
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Talpel, Apnl 23: Taiwan vnce-presment Annette
Lu said-en Monday Japan’s decision to issue for-
mer Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui a visa wasa ,
breakthrough and she called for an alliance with

| Japan and South Korea.

Ms Annette Lu’s remarks are likely to enrage
China which considers Taiwan a breakaway
province and has sought to push the island into
diplomatic isolation. “The Japanese government’s
decision to issue former Presi-
dent Lee a visa is a major
breakthrough,” Ms Annette Lu
told Mr Christopher DeMuth, visiting president

‘of the American Enterprise Institute;

Ms Annette Lu, reviled by Beijing for her pro-

* independence stand, said Taiwan, Japan and

South Korea should form an-alliance, which she
said would promote peace and stability in the
region. Mr Lee, 78, scorned by Beijing for trying
to break Taiwan out of dlplomatxc isolation dur-
ing his 12-year rule, arrived in Japan for medical-

JAPAN VISIT

of visa to Lee an |
nt step: Talwaﬁ

treatment on Sunday ona ﬁve-day visit that has
drawn the wrath of Beijing and stitred controver-
sy in Japan

Beijing had warned Tokyo not to issue a.visa to
Lee. Tokyo, which switched diploinatic victory
from Taipei to Beijing in 1972, said it granted Lee
a visa on humanitarian grounds

Japanese officials stressed that Mr Lee had
retlred and was now a private citizen seeking
medical treatment. A 1995 visit
Lee made to the United States
provoked an angry China to
menace the island with war games for months.

Ms Annette Lu said that Japanese leaders had in-

the past bowed to Chinese pressure because they
felt great remorse for invading China in the
1930s.

“I hope Japan’s ruling and Opposition parties

“can emerge from the shadow of history from now
.on,” Ms Annette Lu said in a statement issued by

the office of the President. (Reuters)

|
|
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USA grants
visa to Tatwan
ex-President

O A ¥

PRESS TRUST OF inoiA (5 ¥

BEIJING, April 22. — China
has suffered another diplomat-
ic setback as the USA joined
Japan in granting visa to for-
mer Taiwan President, Mr Lee
Teng-Hui, who is viewed as a
“pro-Independence splittist” by
the Communist regime.

The US visa for Mr Lee comes
after Japan granted visa to him
on Friday on medical grounds.

Reacting sharply to Washing-
ton’s decision, Chinese foreign
ministry spokesman, Mr Zhu
Bangzao, said yesterday that
China is “extremely dissatis-
fied with and opposed to” the
US government decision.

“This is another erroneous
step the USA has taken on the
Taiwan issue,” Mr Zhu said.
Beijing and Washington are
yet to resolve the US spy plane
diplomatic stand-off.

“This has violated the three Si-
no-US joint communiques and
relevant commitments made by
the USA and interfered in Chi-
na’s internal affairs” he said.
The Chinese foreign ministry
has lodged “solemn representa-
tions” with the USA.

China views Taiwan as a reb-
el province and opposes travel
by Taiwanese leaders to coun-

¥
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Former Taiwanese President Lee
Teng Hui waves at well-wishers at
Kansai International Airport, Japan

on Sunday. — AP/PTI

tries that have diplomatic rela-
tions with Beijing. o

“The Chinese side strongly de-
mands the USA realise clearly
the gravity and jeopardy of
Lee's US visit, abide by the
three Sino-US joint communi-
ques, and honour its relevant
commitments,” Mr Zhu said.

He urged the USA to immedi-
ately correct its mistakes, and
take steps to deter Mr Lee’s
visit aimed at conducting activ-
ities to separate China.



;‘ —"Seoul recalls

envoy to Japan

SEOUL, APRIL 9. South Korea today
said it was recalling its Ambassa-
dor to Japan in protest against To-
kyo's decision to approve school
history textbooks which gloss
over Japanese wartime abuses.

The Ambassador, Mr. Choi
Sang-ryong, had been ordered to
. return home by tomorrow, said
the Foreign Ministry spokesman,
© Mr. Kim Eui-Taek, as Seoul raised
. the stakes sharply in the row over
the school books. “The Ambassa- |
dor will stay at home temporarily
to discuss the textbook issue,” '
Mr. Kim said. )C‘Js)(,vk'
The move was the toughest dip-
lomatic action against Tokyo yet
by the South Korean Govern-
ment. Tensions ran high after the
Japanese Government approved |
textbooks which avoid mention of
Japan's pre-World war Il invasion
of neighbours and Japanese
troops’ use of sex slaves.

The South Korean lawmakers
today called off an annual gather-
ing with their Japanese counter-
parts, and protesters in Seoul
burnt a Japanese effigy in street
ra!{lres. HY ‘l&: “} ?

The Korea-Japan Parliamgngar-
ians’ Union Conference, gched-
uled to be held in Seoul it May,
has been “delayed indefinitely,”
Mr. Park Sang-cheon of the ruling
Millennium Democratic  Party
said. — AFP
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Taipei wants Beijing,
Washington to end
stand- off peacefully

Taipei, April 3

TAIWAN’'S VICE-PRESIDENT
on Tuesday urged rival China
and the United States to use their
wisdom to peacefully resolve
their spy plane quarrel, reflect-
ing the island’s growing concern
about the stand-off.

“We hope both sides can deal
with the case peacefully and with
wisdom,” Annette Lu told repre-
sentatives of the World Citizens
Assembly, an international non-
government organisation.

The cautious comment by Lu,
who is reviled by Beijing for her
pro-Independence politics and
her bluntness, indicated Taiwan
has no wish for the dispute to
drag on.

Taiwan newspaper editorials
said the weekend collision
between a US Navy surveillance
plane and a Chinese jet fighter
the southern Chinese island
f7Hainan had put Taiwan in a
elicate position.

“Ruling and Opposition politi-
cians in Taiwan like to see this as
d zero-sum game,” the mass-

circula
China
orial.

“With/diplomatic and military
confrontation between mainland
China and the United States
intensifying, they think it will
benefit arms sales to Taiwan in
the short-term and ensure the
establishment of a US-Japan-Tai-
wan military alliance in the long-
term,” it said.

“Butsthis is neither the Cold
War era nor the eve of a world
war,” it said adding no country in
the world would like military
tensions to escalate between the
two Asia-Pacific superpowers.
“This should be Taiwan’s posi-
tion as well.” The mass circula-
tion United Daily News said Tai-
wan should not plunge into the
diplomatic tussle between Bei-
jing and Washington.

“The future development of
Taiwan relies on its interaction
with the mainland; but the secu-
rity of Taiwan relies on the sup-
port of the United States,” the
United Daily editorial said.

i Chinese-language
imés said in an edit-

AP
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_CHINA IRRITATED

\L Taiwan going beyond its control gk

SX ELY, ~Chinese vice- premier Qian Qichen was being
singenuous when he told Secretary of State Colin Powell
that his country had always stood for peaceful reunification
with Yaiwan. There is at least one eventuality which the
Chinesde themselves admit would compel them to use force —
a declaXation of independence by Taiwan. This is why they
started lobbing missiles into the Taiwan Straits just before
the 1996 presidential elections when it seemed that Lee
Teng-hui might go the whole hog. The term “peaceful reuni-
fication” is a diplomatic nicety applied to an impasse defined
essentially by China’s inability to change the status quo.
Otherwise, in its dealings with Taiwan China has been al-
most consistently belligerent since Lee Teng-hui’s election as
president. This now extends to the United States as well,
because China realises that, notwithstanding American com-
mitment to One China, unless American strategic profile in
the region can be reduced, there will simply be no reunifi-
cation. The Americans, for their part, have no such inten-
tions, they are on the verge of supplying Aegis, a very ad-
vanced radar communication system, to Taiwan which, the
Chinese say correctly, may form part of a comprehensive
shield to protect Taiwan. The Chinese hate the idea and have
said so openly, very normal for them since they see it as an
infringement of their own sovereignty. This cuts no ice with
the Americans. China deploys 200 missiles and several
thousand troops in Fujian, just across the Taiwan Straits and
its willingness to use them has never been in doubt. For the
Americans, their commitment to Taiwan is not simply
historical; it has to do with Taiwan’s problematic legal status
and its recent evolution into a prosperous liberal democracy.
The Chinese did try a softer approach last year when Qian
told the Taiwan media that “the mainland and Taiwan are
both parts of One China”, which may mean equality, but
then, it is not clear what the Chinese mean by equality. How-
ever, when a KMT delegation went to China in December, it
was told that relations were “very grim” and that the new
president, Chen Shui-bian, was a threat. Chen’s party, the
DPP, has a clause in its constitution, which calls for an inde-
pendent Taiwan, that Chen stopped someone from amending
soon after his election. Direct trade and transport links have
been opened up, but that is part of Taiwan’s drive towards
parity of status-as defined by Lee Teng-hui’s famous “state-to- -
state” remark — you don’t trade with a “renegade province”
— there is a legal framework for a relationship and makes it
less and less easy for China to hector Taiwan. All this is
irritating the Chinese who feel they are being dragged into
something that is beyond their control and don’t se y. The
deployment of Aegis exacerbates that 1mtat10n }/H



s, to, sell hi-tech
weapons "o Taiwan

WASHINGTON, APRIL 1. The United
States is to provide weapons, in-
cluding Aegis, a sophisticated
ship-borne radar system, to Tai-
wan, brushing aside opposition
from Beijing, according to a
Washington Times report. A for-
mal decision in this regard will be
taken by the White House in the
next two weeks, the paper said.
“When the decision comes, it
will be based on what Taiwan
needs to defend itself,” a White
House official told the paper. A
confidential review conducted by
the U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet has
recommended the sale of contro-
versial radar systems to Taipei,
which China has put at the top of
the list of arms it does not want
the island nation to have.
Experts familiar with the re-
view told Fhe New York Times
that report concludes that by
2010, Taiwan will need vessels
+“equipped with long-range sur-
face-to-air missiles, a sophisticat-
ed battle management system,
and a phased array radar. The

Chinese oppose the ‘sale of Aegis
since it would blunt its missile
threat to the island. )

The pending decision ¢n{arms
sales to Taiwan has splif Amer-
icans. One group says it if foolish
to pick up a fight with Befjing be-
fore the Bush adminjstration
started a dialogue and that Wash-
ington’s interests would be
served by engaging that country,
a nuclear power and a growing
economy. The other group, the
pro-Taiwan conservatives, insist
that the U.S. has a moral obliga-
tion to defend Taiwan from
threats from Beijing.

They also feel that Washington
should contain China’s growing
military power in Asia that would
ultimately threaten U.S. allies in
the region, including Japan and
South Korea. National security
advisors at the Pentagon, State
Department and National Securi-
ty Council will give recommenda-
tion to the President, Mr. George
W. Bush, before taking a final
cision on April 23. — UNI
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alai Lama”
arrives in Talpel

Taipei, March 31 (Reuters)\{
bet’s exiled spiritual leader t
Dalai Lama, arrived in Taiwan
amid protests today and said he
has nothing to hide from Beijing,
which has accused him of collud-
ing with the island’s separatists.
“1 want someone from Peking
(t@) come here while I'm here and
watch my movement here and in-
vestigate whether [ (am) involved
(in) some kind of anti-Chinese ac-
tivities,” the Dalai Lama said,
using Beijing’s old name. On the
eve of the.Dalai Lama’s arrival,
the flagship newspaper of China’s
Communist Party had accused
him of colluding with Faiv g’sep—

aratists. -

He said China was a gr
tion but that its rigid authorari-
an system was not the an
its many problems.
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two systems

W ARPAY H\
B

K. NATWAR SINGH

" ong Kong Island was -

ceded to England in
1841 by China dur-

.ing the Opium War. t

The then British Foreign Minis-
ter Lord PPalmerston described it
as “a barren istand with hardly a

house upon' it.” Hundred and-
forty years later Hong Kong is

one of the business, commer-
cial, political and -architectural
wonders of the world.

Hong Kong (actually the New
-Territories) was leased by
China to Britain in 1898 for 99
years. The lease expired in 1997
and Hong Kong reverted to
China. We all saw the last
British governor, Chris Patten
break down at the handing over
ceremony in July 1997. China
and UK, reached an agreement
in 1984 regarding the future sta-
tus of Hong Kong. Under the
terms of the agreement:

“Hong Kong would remain
agtonomous and would retain
its separate, internationally con-
vertible currency and capitalis-
tic economic institutions. till
1 2047. Mr Deng Xiao Ping

described the unique arrange-

ment as “One country — two

systems.” = B

Why this short hand lesson in

History? I returned on the night

of 28th after a 48-hour stay in.

Hong Kong. Ambika Soni, my
Congress Working Committee
colleague and I had accompa-
nied Congress president Sonia
Gandhi to the “fragrant har-
bour” — the Chinese meaning
of Hong Kong. She had been
inyited by Mr Hari N. Harilela,
the chairman of the Council of
Hong Kong Indian Associa-
tions. Hari Harilela (79) is a
Hong Kong institution, known

for his business skills, his phil--

anthropy, his worldwide eco-
nomic interests and his engag-
ing and winning charm. The
Harilela clan lives ip a single 70
bedroom mansion-in Kowloon
— a joint family if ever there

was ohe. Amazing as it may

sound, the clan do not get on
each others. nerves or throats.
Full marks for this domestic,
civilisational achievement.

I first set foot in Hong'Kong in
July 1956. I was on my way to
‘Peking — as it then was — to
take up my humble post in our
Embassy and to study Chinese
at Peking . University. My last
visit was two years ago. In
between I had made brief forays
in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1997. So I
am_well acquainted with the
place and its ups and downs.

It speaks volumes for the wis-
dom, vision and self-confidence

One country,

Mapam’s Host: © His Excellency Mr Tung Chee Hwa hosted a lunch in honour 0 Sonia

Gandbi. Excellent food, charming hostess, bis wife, animated conversation, relaxed ambience,
style and elegance very much in evidence. The Congress president was a great bit.”

of the Chinese government to
agree to an arrangement which
in fact changes nothing while
changing evérything. Deng

Xiao Ping was a political

Hong Kong speaks
volumes for the
wisdom, vision and
self-confidence of the
Chinese government to
agree to an
arrangement which -
changes nothing while
changing everything,. -

The ‘One country, two
-systems’ economic and

‘political marriage was
concluded with finesse
and finality. China did
not and will not kill
. the goose that lays
platinum eggs. Hong
- Kong’s capitalistic
economy is vital for
- mainland China’s
development. Sixty per
cent of its investment
comes from Hong
Kong. Hong Kong
survived the mini-
recession of 1999-
2000 with chin up.

. comes

genius. The “one country, two
systems” economic and politi-
cal marriage was concluded
with finesse and finality. China
did not and will not kill the
goose that lays platinum eggs.
Hong  Kong’s  capitalistic
economy is vital for mainland
China’s development. Sixty
per cent of investment in China
from Hong Kong.
The foreign exchange earned
by Hong Kong comes to over

$80 billion dollars each year. .

Hong Kong survived the mini-
recession of 1999-2000 with
chin up.

ho presides over the
Hong Kong Special
.  Administrative

Region? His Excellency Mr

Tung Chee Hwa. He was born'.

in Shanghai on May 29, 1937,
the eldest child of shipping

~ businessman Mr Tung Chao

Yung and Koo Lee Ching. In
1947 the family moved to Hong

"Kong. Mr Tung Chee Hwa got a
science degree from Liverpool .

in 1960. Thereafter, he worked

. for General Electric and looked

after his family business in the
US. His group was one of the
world’s largest container, dry
bulk and tanker operators in the

Eighties. '

He entered public life in 1996,
when he wor by a wide margin
his first election to the post of
the chief executive of the Hong
Kong Special - Administration
Region of the People’s Repub-

" lic of China. On July 1, 1997 he
took over from Mr Chris Patten.
He is now numero uno in Hong -

Kong, governor-cum-chief min- -
ister. o

He hosted a lunch in honour of
Sonia Gandhi. Excellent food,

Sonia' Gandbhi said:
‘In many ways what
‘we are seeking in
India, you have.
grasped effectively in
these distant lands. We
are keen to establish
permanent channels of
communication and
interaction. I have sent’
delegations to several
‘countries to revive and
strengthen links
with friendly parties
and citizen groups.
Associations like yours
will obviously be high
on our priority. '
I admire the grit and

initiative with which -

you have earned .
yourselves status
and respect in the
distant lands. We will
always be available
to help you if you ever -
need us.’

charming hostess, his wife, ani-
mated conversation, relaxed
ambience, style and elegance
very muclt in evidence. - The-
Congress president was a great
hit. ' :

Not a discordant note through-
out: the two hours we spent at
government house. Many sub-
jects were discussed. Not all
non-controversial. Mr Tung
sailed through choppy diplo-
matic waters -with effortless
ease and adroitness without
being evasive or giving- any- :
thing away. His self-confidence
matched his humility — a very

_rare combination.

Hong Kong is having a serious
look at Bangalore. The number
two of Hong Kong Civil Ser-
vice sat next to me at funch. Mrs

" Carrie Yau was in Bangalore

last month. She - returned
impressed. Hong Kong has |

| - shortage of IT experts. Where to

look? India of course. Here is an
area in which. we can help

" China/Hong Kong.

he Indian community is
30,000 strong — afflu-'

ent, - enterprising, cyber
and finance savvy. Mr Hari N.

" Harilela’s banquet in honour of

Sonia Gandhi was attended by
350. It was quite an occasion.
Her speech struck the right note
and was received with much
applause. It was’ clearly not
applause of the synthetic kind.
It-'was genuine. Sonia Gandhi
ended her address thus: ., ¢
““In many ways what we are
seeking ‘in India, you have
grasped very ‘effectively in
these distant lands. Your experi-
ence across the globe will cer-
tainly of great help to us at
home. We are keen that we
establish permanent channels of
communication and interaction.
We have recently refurbished
the foreign affairs department
of the Congress Party and its
overseas section. I have sent
delegations to several countries
in Asia, Africa and Europe in
recent months. to revive and
strengthen links with friendly .
‘parties and citizen  groups.
Associations - like yours . will
obviously be high on our priori-
ty. I am delighted that I had this

_opportanity to meet and talk to
--so many of you in Hong Kong. I

admire 'the grit and initiative
with which you have earned
yourselves status and respect in
these distant lands. We share
your pride and joy and will
always be available to help you

. if you ever need us.”

Sonia- Gandhi, like her hus-
band, mother-in-law and grand-
father-in-law, has an interna-
tional constituency which is a.
great source of strength to her
and to-all of 'us-in the Congress
Party. A

A word about our consul gen-
eral in Hong Kong, Mr Ashok
K. Kantha is doing an excellent
job and it took some effort to

find out that he was Yashwan
Sinha’s son-in-law. /




.\
//éhma stand

"~ on Tatwan
arms deal

ignored

THE STRAITS TIMES S
ASIANEWS NETWORK - [ V\/

WASHINGTON, March. 22) -
The USA today once again 1g-
nored China’s warning of “b-
trains in ties” if the former
complies with Taiwan’s arms
requests.
Just ahead of talks between
Vice-Premier Mr Qian Qichen
and President Mr George W
Bush, the Chinese envoy said
there would be “very serious”
strains in Sino-US ties if the
latter carried on with arms
sale to Taiwan. CV'IL;\ vy
Analysts view Mr Quan’s
meetings with Mr Colin Powell
yesterday and Mr Bush today
as a bid to convince Washing-
ton of the folly of selling the
high-tech Aegis battle-man-
agement systems to Taiwan.
 China has said any decision te
provide Taiwan with sophistica-
ted destroyers equipped witk
i the Aegis would seriously in
. flame tensions. It fears Aegi:
could form part of a more com
prehensive shield to defend Tai-
wan against a missile attack.
The Bush administration is
expected to make a decision
next month,
Addressing media executives
in New York on Tuesday,Mr
Qian refused to rule out a pre-
emptive attack on Taiwan if
Mr Bush goes ahead with the
sale. “It all depends on the cir-
cumstances,” he said. “Just
think, China has always stood
for peaceful reunification with
Taiwan. The Aegis sale would
change the issue into a milita-
ry solution”, Mr Qian said.
Mr Qian said Taiwan was the
“most important and sensitiv-
wsue in China-US relatio-
“Tt must be taken seriou:’
handled properiy.” he ¢

THE STATESKAY,



Bezjmg March 20 MK(" \\

CHINA WARNED the United
States again on Tuesday not to
sell arms to Taiwan as Chinese
and US officials commemorated
the 30th anniversary of the
“ping-pong diplomacy” which
paved the way to formal bilater-
al ties.

Chinese Defence Minister Chi
Haotian urged Washington “to
understand the impact it would
have if it sold arms to Taiwan”
and not to jeopardise China-US
ties, the official China Daily
newspaper said. His comments
to former US Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger in Beijing rein-
forced a message to be delivered
by Vice Premier Qian Qichen in
the first meeting between a
senior Chinese official and Pres-
ident George Bush this week.

Qian arrived in the United
States on Sunday for a weeklong
visit to New York and Washing-

ma Warns USon

ton. He is due to meet Bush on
March 22. As Qian headed for
the negotiating table, Kissinger
was put to the test over a ping-
pong table in Beijing. State tele-
vision showed the architect of
US rapprochement with China
playing against Vice Premier Li
Lanqing to commemorate meet-
ings between US and Chinese
teams at the table tennis world
championships in Japan in
March 1971.

Those contacts led to a visit
by the US team to China the fol-
lowing month. Kissinger and
then US President Richard
Nixon visited Beijing in 1972.
And China and the United
States established diplomatic
ties in 1979.

“This is for me a very moving
occasion,” State media quoted
Kissinger as saying. “The Sino-
American friendship is in the
United States no longer an issue
between the parties,” he said.

“It has bec mﬁthe position of
all key persdnalities in both par-
ties.” Qian will be hoping
Kissinger ig right.

The new Republican adminis-
tration of|/ President George
Bush has shown signs it will
take a harder line towards
China than his predecessor.
Democrat Bill Clinton. Qian is
expected to raise concerns the
United States will agree next
month to sell large numbers of
advanced weapons to Taiwan.
the island Beijing regards as a
renegade province that must be
reunited with the mainland —
by force if necessary.

Bush, like Clinton, is likely to
defer Taipei’s request to buy
four AEGIiS-equipped guided

missile destroyers armed
with Tomahawk cruise
missiles, the most advanced

item on Taiwan's list, to US

analysts say.
Reu/tew/
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N Korea lashes out at

T

US, says it risks war '

Tokyo, March 19

NORTH KOREA fired the latest
volley in an increasingly strident
attack on the administration of
U.S. President George W. Bush on
Monday, saying Washington
risked war if it did not soften its
stance.

The statement followed a
series of weekend anti-US dia-
tribes, couched in rhetoric remi-
niscent of the Cold War era, in
which the Stalinist nation
slammed the two-month-old Bush
administration. Washington
risked seriously harming rela-
tions if it were to reconsider a
key 1994 agreement to help North
Korea build nuclear reactors,
Tokyo-based monitoring agency
Radiopress quoted North Korean
State-run broadcasters as saying
on Sunday. The broadcasts cited
reports that conservative U.S.
lawmaker Jes9e Helms was urg-

ing the abandonment of the
agreement, under which
Pyongyang agreed to freeze its
nuclear programme in return for
two light-water reactors and
annual supplies of fuel oil. “If
this is the attitude of the US, we
will have to adopt an extreme
hardline stance,” the broadcast
said. “If the U.S. imperialists
demand war, we will respond a
thousand-fold. If this is the will of
the US, we feel no particular need
to be bound by an agreement that
may or may not be fulfilled.”
North Korea has for some
months now blamed its acute
shortage of energy on delays in
fulfilling the agreement. Under
the terms of the pact, the United
States, South Korea and Japan
jointly lead the $4.6 billion light-
water reactor project.
Washington provides the man-
dated fuel oil. However, progress
on the reactors has been hain-

)

pered by disagreements how
to shoulder the costs. The reac-
tors are unlikely to be completed
until 2007. This month, a
spokesman for Pyongyang’s For-
eign Ministry said the resulting
energy shortage was making it
difficult for North Korea unilat-
erally to keep its moratorium on
launching satellites and missiles
in force. South Korean officials
said last month they did not
expect the Bush administration
to seek changes to the agreement.

Relations between North
Korea and the United States had
begun to warm toward the end of
Clinton’s administration and
Clinton nearly went to
Pyongyang in his final days in
office to seal a deal that would
have mothballed the communist
State’s long range missile pro-
gramme in exchange for better
ties with Washington.

THE HINDUSTAN TME,
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US, South Korea issue

joint statement on

missile threats

delivery, have emerged thato\

Washington, March 8

STEERING A path between
Moscow and Washington on mis-
sile defense, South Korea issued
a joint statement with the United
States on Wednesday saying mis-
sile threats required a strategy
including “defensive systems.”

The statement, issued after a
meeting between South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung and
President George W. Bush, sug-
gested Kim was trying to play
down the controversy sparked
last week about whether he
opposes Bush'’s plan for a missile
shield.

South Korea said it is review-
ing its position on Bush'’s planned
national missile defense (NMD)
and said reports that Seoul was
against it -— sparked by a joint
Russian-South Korean declara-
tion last week —- were misleading.
“New types of threats, including
from weapons of mass destruc-
tion and missiles as a means of

require new approaches to deter-
rence and defense,” the U.S.-South
Korean joint statement said on
Wednesday. “The two leaders
shared the view that countering
these threats requires a broad
strategy involving a variety of
measures, including active non-
proliferation diplomacy, defen-
sive systems, and other pertinent
measures,” the U.S.-South Kore-
an statement added.

“They concurred on the
importance of consultations
among allies and other interest-
ed parties on these measures,
including missile defense, with a
view to strengthening global
peace and security,” the state-
ment said.

It appeared to allow Kim to
assuage some U.S. concerns that
Seoul might be tilting toward
Moscow’s opposition to such a
missile shield while not commit-
ting South Korea one way or the
other. Earlier, Kim told reporters
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fallowing his meeting with Bush
that the Russian-South Korean
joint declaration issued after he
me\ Russian President Viadimir
Putin last week did not imply
opposition to a missile shield.

That statement said Russia
and South Korea agreed that the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM)
Treaty is a “cornerstone of
strategic stability” — a phrase
often used by Moscow when it
argues against a U.S. missile
shield.

“This is not an indication of
our opposition to the NMD,” Kim
told reporters. “The Russian
side, in fact, initially very strong-
ly wished to include such a
phrase that would indicate an
opposition and we resisted to the
very end.”

Missile proliferation is of spe-
cial concern to South Korea
because North Korea is seen as
one of the largest exporters of
missile technology to the world.

Reuters
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North Korea plans \\({ar / |

against Japanese bo
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NORTH KOREA on Sunday
urged South Korea and other
Asian countries to wage a joint
campaign against new Japanese
history textbooks which report-
edly gloss over the wartime
atrocities of Japan's imperial
army.

The North Korea’s call came as
anger mounted in other parts of
Asia over the content of the text-
books, which are expected to
receive Japanese government
approval this month.

Japanese Foreign Minister
Yohei Kono promised last week
to take into account the views of
neighbouring nations in screen-
ing the textbooks. But reports
that the books gloss over Japan's
wartime atrocities have pro-
voked angry protests in Taiwan,
China, South and North Korea.

South Korea has issued a
dinlomatic protest to Japan. Tai-

Seoul, March 4

W
\&C\/
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wan and China have alsoplasted
the books as an indication that
Japan has not fully repented its
wartime record.

The Communist North led the
attack on Sunday, saying Asian
countries should join forces to
"frustrate the Japanese.reac-
tionaries' criminal moves to tam-
per with history and cut off their
tentacles of overseas aggres-
sion.” The attack was made by 25
state organizations and carried
Sunday by Pyongyang's radio
stations.

The North accused Japan of
seeking to "infuse militarism and
the idea of overseas aggression
even into the younger genera-
tion" by justifying the occupation
of Korea from 1910 to 1945."

“Let all the Koreans rise up as
one to resolutely frustrate the
Japanese reactionaries' criminal
moves to tamper with history
and cut off their tentacles of
overseas aggression.” AFP

/
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Kim shares Putin’s
fears over US "
missile defence plhn

SEQUL. February 28 \\ \7
RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimyir
Putin ended a visit to South Korga
on Wednesday.

In a declaration following sum:
mit talks with Putin on Tuesday,
South Korean President Kim Dae-
Jung joined a chorus of concerns
among European powers that the
missile defence pilan might trigger
a nuclear arms race with Russia,
China and South Asia.

The Joint Declaration. issued
after talks between Presidents
Kim Dae-Jung and Vladimir
Putin, described a 1972 Anti-Bal-
listic Missile (ABM) treaty as “the
cornerstone of strategic stabili-
ty”. The Cold War-era ABM treaty
forbids the United States and Rus-
sia from erecting an anti-missile
shield like the $60-billion National
Missile Defence the Bush admin-
istration has committed itself to
build, even if that meant scrap-
ping the pact.

“The Russian Federation and
the Republic of Korea agreed that
the 1972 ABM treaty is the corner-
stone of strategic stability and an
important foundation of interna-
tional efforts on nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation,” the
joint statement said.

South Korea’s view is notewor-
thy because one of Washington’s
main reasons for building the
treaty-busting shield is the missile
programme in North Korea,
which U.S. officials say would be
able to strike U.S. territory by the
middle of this decade.

Pyongyang stunned the West in
1998 by test-firing a ballistic mis-
sile over Japan.

Washington says an updated
version could hit U.S. territory by
the middle of this decade, and
Pyongyang could also sell its tech-
nology to other “rogues” like Iran
or Irag.

The leading Korean language
newspaper the Chosun Ilbo said in
an etmpmal on Wednesday it was
“diplématically premature” for
Seoul to weigh in on the issue.
“...we cannot help thinking it
diplomatically premature that

South Korea opposes the revision
of the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
treaty alongside Russia against
the United States trying to build
its National Missile Defence
(NMD),” the editorial said. “The
peace in the Korean Peninsula is
not realised only with Korea—
Russsia cooperation,” it added.

The United States has 37,000
troops stationed in South Korea
and is Seoul’s most important ally.
President. Kim’'s support for
Moscow’s position comes less
than a week before he meets Pres-
ident George Bush in Washington
to discuss Seoul’s "sunshine” pol-
icy of engagement with North
Korea.

The new Republican adminis-
tration has indicated it will take a
harder line with the North than
the Clinton administration did,
emphasising it would look for con-
crete signs of reciprocity from the
Stalinist regime in Pyongyang.

At the same time, Russia is
seeking to again be a key player in
the Northeast Asia great pawer
game. Putin has thrown his full

support behind Kim’s sunshine

policy.

Last July, he flew to Pyongyang
to meet reclusive North Korean
leader Kim Jong-il, who is due to
make a return visit to Moscow in
April.

China, North Korea’s chief ally,
is concerned the missile defence
pian will render its nuclear arse-
nal ineffective and Asia is worried
it will exacerbate Beijing’'s feel-
ings of isolation.

China has also strongly sup-
ported Kim’s engagement policy
and Li Peng, the number two
member of the ruling Politburo, is
visiting Seoul next month.

China fought alongside North
Korea against the U.S-led United
Nations forces in the 1950-53 Kore-
an War, which ended in a truce
that has since left the two Koreas
in a state of War.

The former Soviet bloc was
North Korea’s main trade part-
ners and chief source of aid du
ing the Cold War.
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W his been looking into the possibility that Lee may have

clear secrets leak by U.S. scientist Wan\Ho Lee, who
was allowed a plea bargain on charges of\passing them
on to Beijing, a latest media report said that the Ameri-
can secrets were covertly handed over to Taiwan.

The Washington Post reported that the Taiwan-born
scientist disclosed to the FBI that he received a $5,000-
fee from the Taiwanese weapons institute, the Chung
Shan Institute of Science and Technology, for leaking
the weapon secrets from the Los Alamos laboratory.

“Because of these disclosures, the U.S. government

Sunday.
s
Wan Ho Lee passed on N—sgcrets to laiwan: report
WASHINGTON: In a fresh twist to the fsue of nu- f

accumulated numerous weapons secrets from comput-
ers at Los Alamos with the intention of aiding Taiwan,
the country of his birth,” the report said.  § s

_ Further fuelling the U.S. government’s suspicions,
Lee also said he had reviewed on his office computer
classified data about the three U.S. nuclear warheads,
the report quoting official sources said. The FBI and
Justice Department prosecutors were now considering
seeking court approval to further question Lee because
they were not satisfied with the answers he gave. ;1)

THE TIMES OF INDIA

T EED 2D

'



N. Korea attacks Powell \

SEOUL, JAN. 26. North Korea has
launched its first attack on the
new U.S. administration, accus-
ing the Secretary of State, Gen.
Colin Powell, of harbouring *‘sin-
ister” intentions against the com-
munist country.

A North Korean Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, quoted by state
media, criticised Gen. Powell for
calling the communist country’s
leader, Mr. Kim Jong-il, a “dicta-
tor.” But the spokesman also
made a tentative offer to work
with the new Washington admin-
istration.

Gen. Powell made the dictator
~comment during his U.S. Senate

i He""m%tiobn hearing last week.

it N
Bush’s adpminie Ar. George W.
Ministrition would re-
TR

view the U.S. policy on North Ko-
rea, but was open to continued
engagement within strict guide-

lines. 97 Qﬁb“

‘The spokesman described Gen.
Powell’'s remark as ‘‘reckless”
and denounced him for “‘slander-
ing our supreme leadership,” the
North's Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA) reported yester-
dav.

1y - )
The spokesman said Gen. |Po-
well's statement reflected ‘“‘the
sinister intention of big war in-
dustrial monopolies and other
conservative hardliners in the
United States” who wanted the
U.S. and North Korea to remain
“in the hostile and belligerent re-
lationship forever.” — AFP
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~"Bush holds key
" to future of
W~ Korea talks

€ L
By F.J ergamvala

TOKYO, JAN. 16. Without being cer-
tain that a stuccessor administra-
tion and a new Congress will
uphold commitments made to
North Korea, it may have been a
wise decision for the outgoing
11.S. President not to have gone
to the North.

The question now is, can the
two Koreas retain the momen-
tum generated since their sum-
mit in June 2000.

Mr. George W. Bush’s coming
into the White House has added
to the already existing imponder-
ables which in turn now loom
larger as possible obstacles to the
continuing thaw on the peninsu-
ia.

Two of the largest deals that
added content to the rather suc-
cessful sunshine policy of South
Korea’s Mr. Kim Dae Jung are
now being reviewed. One review
can be a “peace-breaker.”

The North’s leader, Mr. Kim
fong Il is reported to be in China
since Monday evening.

Even though no formal an-
nouncement of confirmation or
denial has been made, it would
1ot be surprising if Mr. Kim Jong
H has gone to talk to Beijing,
whose leaders share a common
concern revolving round missile
defence issues being debated in
post-Clinton Washington DC.

The missile defence issue is
quite complex and does not di-

rectly threaten the peace on the

Korean peninsula.

That peace is essentially driven
by the material gains accruing to
Pyongyang from a variety of con-
tracts and two major deals.

Chronologically, the U.S.-
North Korea Agreed Framework
of 1994 provided the basis for a
continued U.S.-North dialogue,
followed by the Hyundai-North
Korea $942 million investments
deal on creating infrastructure in
the North.

Mr. Kim Jong Il is scheduled to
make a reciprocal visit to the
South this spring for the second
inter-Korean summit.

The two leaders last met in the
niddle of june 2000. What
evolves from this second summit
will greatly influence the direc-
tion and pace of events.

The results of the summit will
be substantially a consequence
of how the two big deals are up-
held or modified.

Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s sunshine
policy has always been under at-
tack from within the country by
conservatives, but a recovering

economy and support from the
U.S. as well as the business deals
have given him the upper hand.
Now, the equations are shifting.

Reuters reported from Seoul
on Monday night that the Hyun-
dai Group, which did a $942 mil-
lion contract in 1998 now wants
to extend fee payments to the
North to beyond the 2005 dead-
line.

Identifying its source as the
spokesman of the Hyundai com-
pany that handles the entire
group’s operations in the North,
the news agency said its own cor-
porate difficulties had prompted
re-opening the subject.

Hyundai is also seeking to cre-
ate a huge industrial park in the
North at Kaesong.

This review gives ammunition
to Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s rivals who
have been saying the South’s
economy does not permit large-
sse in the form of food aid, the
North’s principal demand for
most State-to-State bargains.

In a mirror development
across the Pacific, a new Con-
gress might look even more cyn-
ically at that clause in the 1994
Agreed Framework (nuclear
swap deal) that requires the U.S.
to pay for heavy oil until the new
reactors, which are at the heart
of the Agreed Framework, are
ready.

The Clinton administration’s
inability to smoothly get the ap-
propriations through Congress
has been a constant source of po-
tential trouble, from which Japan
and the Saudis have often bailed
the U.S. out.

Worse could follow. The 1994
deal schedules the first of the two
1,000 megawatt light water reac-
tors to be done by 2003. The sec-
ond by the following year.

The nearly $4.6 billion project
has not gone beyond ground
breaking stage, thus causing at
least four to five years’ delay.

The North has signalled its dis-
gust by seeking free of charge
from the South, two million kilo-
watts of energy, the same as the
new reactors’ capacity.

Pyongyang was made to forego
its nuclear programme to put its
spent plutonium in accountable
fuel rods. Today, Mr. Kim Dae
Jung still drives the reconcilia-
tion process. If Mr. Bush gets into
the seat and insists on switching
from nuclear to coal, the North
could either project this world-
wide as a deal breaker and rightly
so, or demand an unacceptably
high compensation.
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Taiwan boats dock in

China after 50

FROM AL GO AND ALICE HUNG

Xiamen (China), Jan. 2
(Reuters): The first Taiwan boats
in more than 50 years to make
legal, direct trips to the Chinese
mainland docked in the southeast-
ern province of Fujian today, port
officials said.

The historic trips by two pas-
senger vessels from Taiwan’s
frontline islands of Quemoy and
Matsu marked a small but signifi-
cant step in Beijing’s push for full
trade, transport and postal ex-
changes with its longtime rival.

The largely symbolic landings
signalled the formal start of “mini
three links” across the few miles
of sea separating the heavily
fortified islands from the main-
land.

Taiwan'’s stock market closed
more than four per cent higher
today on hopes the establishment
of limited direct transport and
trade links with mainland China
will ease political tensions. China-
related stocks were big gainers.

Chinese markets were un-
moved by the event, which has not
been reported by state-controlled
media.

The 4,700-tonne Taima arrived
in the Fujian capital of Fuzhou
carrying a group of 498 pilgrims
and 16 reporters led by Matsu
county commissioner Liu Li-
chyun. An hour later, the 200-

tonne Taiwu g\% in Xiamen

carrying a 192-member delegation
from Quemoy led by county com-
missioner Chen Shui-tsai. It was
accompanied by a second ship car-
rying cargo. “This is like coming
back to my home soil,” Chen said
in Xiamen. “Quemoy and Xiamen
are just 6,000 metres apart but the
journey took 52 years.”

The ships, not flying Taiwan’s
national flag, were given little in
the way of welcoming ceremonies
by China, which says the-opening
does not go far enough and calls
for direct trade and travel be-
tween China and all of Taiwan.

China’s foreign trade ministry
issued a statement saying Taipei
had “abandoned the main road to
take the small road” in stopping
short of allowing full links across
the strait.

“These are not direct links in
the true sense and fundamentally
do not meet the demand for cross-
strait flows of goods and people,”
the statement said.

Beijing grudgingly went along
with Taiwan’s unilateral arrange-
ment for limited exchanges, but
has barred foreign media cover-
age to avoid giving rival Taiwan a
publicity coup. China has not an-
nounced any plans to send ships to
Quemoy or Matsu.

Taiwan reporters were al-
lowed to disembark at Fuzhou,
but were not permitted to bring

television cameras. Those arriv-
ing at Xiamen were allowed to
shoot video of the event.

Quemoy delegation head Chen
met Xiamen mayor Zhu Yayan
and invited him to visit the island.
Zhu did not give a reply. Last
month, Taipei approved limited
direct trade and transport links
between Fujian province, Matsu
and Quemoy, islands which have
been economic backwaters at the
front line of Taiwan’s defences
against China since 1949,

Taiwan has banned direct
trade, travel and postal links with
China since 1949, after Chiang
Kai-shek’s Nationalist troops lost
to the Communists and fled into
exile. Since rapprochement began
in the late 1980s, all trade and trav-
el has been routed through Hong
Kong or other places.

Taiwan hopes direct travel be-
tween its frontier islands and

China will ease the tension that :

has kept the rivals on a war foot-
ing for more than five decades.
China shelled Quemoy, also
known as Kinmen, in August 1958
and intermittently until 1979.

Only residents of Quemoy and
Matsu are permitted to travel di-
rectly to Xiamen and Fuzhou,
favourite investment sites for Tai-
wan businesses. Other Taiwan
travellers, as well as cargo, must
still go through Hong Kong or
other territories.

30

years,
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