N the foreign affairs
Ofront, Bhutan is showing
a great deal of confidence
in dealing with its neighbours,
Western countries, the UN and
multilateral agencies. When
* gignificant reforms were intro-
duced in the political system in
July 1998, Lyonpo Jigmi Yozer
Thinley became the kingdom’s
foreign minister for a five-year
term and, thanks to his secu-
ring the highest number of
votes, he also became the Thri-
zin (chairman, equivalent to
Prime Minister) of the Lhengye
Zhungtshog for one year.
His education in ,
the US and train- |
ing as secretary
under His Majesty
the King inspired
" him to bring about
significant reforms
in his ministry.
+ Dasho Ugyen Tshe-
ring, hitherto Bhu-
tan’s permanent
representative at
the TUN, was K(
- brought back to
' Thimphu as the
! Kingdom’s foreign
" secretary and his
. experience  and
skill has stood the
kingdom in good
stead. Mr Sonam
Tobden  Rabgye,
earlier Bhutans
Ambassador to Ku-
wait, was appoint-
“ed dxrector multilateral de-
" partment in the ministry of
foreign affairs. Mr Daw Penjo,
earlier Bhutan's counsellor in
India, was appointed director,
bilateral department. Like-
wise, Mr Sangay Dorjee, who
had earlier served in various
Southeast Asian countries, was
appointed head of the policy
coordination division.

NEPAL TIES

The restructuring has made
the ministry’s performance
more efficient. A sub-system of
Bhutanese Ambassadors’ con-
ference was also introduced
under the new dispensation. So
far three such conferences have
taken place. The main purpose
of the Ambassadors’ conference
is to facilitate their interactions
with various significant seg-
ments of Bhutanese society.
Bhutan became a member of
the UN in 1971, and this has
laid the foundation for coope-
ration with the international
organisation and its specialised
agencies. Bhutan has served in
many important bodies such as
Ecosoc, Commission on Human
Rights, Chairmanship of Third
Committee, President of Un-
ctad, Executive Board of Unicef
and WHO, and is currently one
of the vice presidents of the
general assembly. Bhutan has
been a strong supporter of iss-
ues important to developing
. countries, which include en-
vironmental conservation, sus-
tainable development, human
" 43, ts and other social issues.
In 1973, Bhutan became a
member of the non-aligned
movement. Since then it has
continued to support the princi-
ples on which the movement
was founded. Bhutan believes
that the movement will con-
tinue to retain its relevance
and importance in today’s
world if it makes efforts to
' redefine the role. King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck says that
the non-aligned movement
“could now best serve the in-
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terests of its members by giving
greater attention to economic
issues”: He also stresses that it
has “been demonstrated frequ-
ently at various international
fora that while economic and
military might may not rest
with the members, the strength
of the movement lies in its
numbers and collective political
will”. Besides, Bhutan has been
associated with Saarc from its
outset (1985).

Bhutan’s increasing confiden-
ce in foreign affairs is visible in

its dealing with the refugee

problem, in particular. Identi-
fication of genuine refugees in
Nepal's camps jointly by offi-
cials of the two sides began
in February. The process so
far has been quite smooth —
especially so when Bhutan
did not have any such
experience.

Visits by Nepali Ambassador
to Bhutan, Dr Bhekh Bahadur
Thapa and Kathmandu Mayor
to Thimphu have helped the
two Himalayan landlocked sta-
tes come closer. A meeting bet-
ween Jigmi Thinley and Nepali
foreign minister Chakra Pra-
sad Bastola, due soon, is bound
te bring the two constitutional
monarchical South Asian
states closer. This would, with-
out doubt, not only improve the
situation on the bilateral front,
but also on the regional plane.

CHINA BORDER

Since 1984, Bhutan has been
dealing with the giant, the
People’s Republic of China,
even though the two do not
have formal diplomatic rela-
tions. The problem of the boun-
dary demarcation between
Bhutan and its northern neigh-
bour is yet to be resolved. Bet-
ween 1984 and 2000, the two
states have held 14 rounds of
talks in Beijing and Thimphu.
The 14th round of talks was
held in Beijing on 20-27 Nov-
ember 2000.

The 15th round of talks is
slated in Thimphu scon.
During the 12th round of Sino-
Bhutanese talks in Beijing in
1998, the two governments
signed an agreement on
maintenance of peace and tran-
quility in Bhutan-China border
areas, pending final settlement
of the boundary question.

True, the regular border and
boundary-demarcation talks
with China in Thimphu and
Beijing provide a good oppor-
tunity for the giant and the
small country to interact on a
variety of issues, but dealing
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ith China has not been an
easy affair. The area of the
disputed territory has become
very small in comparison to the
ast. But the remaining por-
tion is of crucial significance for
China in strategic terms.
China has been, for a long
time now, insisting on estab-
lishing diplomatic ties. Bhutan
does not deem to be psycholo-
gically ready for that. So bene-
ficial are Bhutan’s ties with In-
dia on the economic front that
the former does not wish to
play the China card, as is done

by Nepal from time to time.

Every session of
the Tshogdu sees
its members expre-
ssing concern over
delay in demarca-

{ government, on its
part, has to stress
patience and perse-
verance, in view of
China’'s power and
prowess. For a cou-
ple of years, intru-
sion by the Tibetan
graziers has not
occurred, but one
cannot be very sure
of the continuation
of this state of
affairs. One wishes
that the two Asian
states are able to
resolve the boun-

weesid dary question. Chi-
na could show to the inter-
national community that it
believes in magnanimity in
dealing with its small and non-
nuclear neighbour.

INDIAS ROLE

Bhutan’s ties with India
present an ideal example of
how a big and a small country
can not only coexist but also
cooperate. India is one country
with which Bhutan has abso-
lutely problem-free relations.
Even the camps of Bodo and
Ulfa militants in Bhutan have
not affected the traditionally
strong ties adversely.

On its part, India has been
very careful to take into ac-
count the sensitivity of a small
neighbour. India’s ambassa-
dors to Bhutan have always
tried their best to ensure that
the country’s diplomacy doees
not hurt the Bhutanese psyche.
The present incumbent, HE KS
Jasrotia, has been performing
his role in that framework.
King Jigme Singye and Jasro-
tia meet frequently.

Indian assistance to Bhutan
began with the inception of
Bhutan’s planned development
in- 1961. The first two plans
were entirely financed by In-
dia. The volume of India’s
assistance to Bhutan has ste-
adily increased over the years,
from Rs 10.7 crores in the First
Five-year plan to Rs 900 crores
in the Ninth plan (which would
conclude in 2003). True, Bhu-
tan has significantly diversified
its source of foreign aid over
the last three decades, India
continues to remain the prin-
cipal donor.

Indian cooperation is mainly
visible in areas such as
education, health, hydropower
development, agriculture, and
roads. It is against this
backdrop that His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Dasho
Jigme Khesar Namgyal Wang-
chuck is v1s1t1ng India, dia. .-
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Andian bus
burns in
Nepaki

| rebel rage

FROM DAMAKANT JAYSHI
AND AGENCIES M)c.\
r ﬁ ~
Ka du, Nov. 25: AsNepal

stood\on the edge of a state of
emergkncy, Maoists set ablaze an
Indian school’s bus in the contin-
uing spiral of violence in the
kingdom.

The Maoists targeted the bus

belonging to the Delhi Public -
School to protest the singing of

institution.

This is the first sign of a back-
lash against India, which has
often been the target of resent-
ment in the Kingdom, in the latest
wave of Maoist attacks. The
Maoists had killed at least 45 peo-
ple in weekend attacks that ended
a four-month-old truce.

A PTI report said activists of
the students’ wing of the Maoists
attacked the bus at a village near
Dharan, around 500 km from
here, when it was returning to the
school after dropping the chil-
dren. Sunday is a working day for
students and officials outsxde
Kathmandu.

Another report said Nepalese
police seized a bus carrying ex-
plosives in Kapilvastu, 300 km
west of here, which bore an Indi-
an number plate and came from
across the border. Police spurces
said the bus contained a large
quantity of gelatin, detonators
and safety fuse wires. Two per-
sons have been arrested.

Kathmandu was rife with
speculation today that the gov-
ernment might declare a state of
emergency tomorrow.

A minister who took partina
Cabinet meeting today said an Or-
dinance has been prepared and
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur De-
uba is likely to recommend to
King Gyanendra to impose emer-
gency despite deep divisions wit-
hin the ruling Nepali Congress.

The murmurs of dissent in
the ruling party came amid re-
ports of a fresh ambush by
Maoist rebels. The extremists
killed five policemen in an am-
bush today.

A state of emergency will help
the government mobilise the
army to crush the guerrillas, who
Jlaunched their rebellion five
years ago and want to topple the
constitutional monarchy and set
up a republic. Nepal has so far
used mainly police to fight the re-
bellion, which has claimed more .
than 1,850 lives.

A top government official said
police in Kathmandu had de-

\ the Indian national anthem at the




Nepal to

outlaw caste

discrimination

ASS\(?CI}ibED PHES}O\ %;fi , {

KATHMANDU, Aug. 16. - The
Nepalese government today

said it would outlaw discrimi- -

nation against lower-caste

Hindus and pledged to pass a i
law ending the centuries-old |

system that deems certain peo-
ple “untouchable.”

“Effective from this day the '
practice of untouchability and :
any discrimination based on it

will be considered a crime pun-

ishable by a severe sentence,”
Prime Minister, Mr Sher Baha- .

dur Deuba told the Parliament.

But he didn’t say what punish-

ment the crime will invite.

The Opposition said the move |
was a powerful step to push :
Nepal out of its global isolation ;

and choking poverty.

“This is a remarkable and dar-
ing decision by the govern-
ment,” said Mr Bharat Mohan
Adhikari, a member of Nepal's
main Opposition party, said.

The Constitution, drafted in

1990, bars discrimination based
on sex, religion and race. But
laws to enforce these provisions

are yet to be implemented.

Mr Deuba said the govern-
ment would soon present a Bill
in Parliament to ensure an end
to the caste system. He. also
announced the formation of a
national commission for the
welfare of Dalits.

T™E STATESMAR
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Nepal Maoists force
pro-poor reforms

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, August 16

TROUBLED BY Maoist insur-
gency, Nepal today announced
radical changes in its laws per-
taining to land reforms, pover-
ty, untouchability and gender
discrimination.The announce-
ment comes barely a day after
the underground Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist) formed
a three-member committee to
hold negotiations with the Gov-
ernment. Earlier, Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba had
invited the rebels, fighting for a
Republican state since 1996, for
talks immediately after he took
charge from G. P. Koirala on
June 22. Deuba, in a sudden
announcement in Parliament,
banned transfer of land, includ-
ing sale and purchase, until the
Government enacts a law pro-
viding land to landless and
extremely poor people during
the ongoing Budget session. He
remarked, “We are going to
implement some of the pro-
grammes initiated by the late B.
P. Koirala in 1959.” B. P. Koirala,
one of the founders of the rul-
ing Nepali Congress, a social
democratic party, was Nepal's
first elected Prime Minister.
Deuba sought support of all
parties, including mainstream
Communists, for preservation
of the system of multi-party
constitutional monarchy. Both
ruling and Communist mem-
bers greeted him at the end of
his speechﬂe/ declared as a

“criminal act” denial of entry
of lower caste people into
places of worship. An Act ban-
ning untouchability will be
passed in the current
session.Deuba said a similar
Act would be introduced to give
women rights over parental
property. This is despite the fact
that several Hindu organisa-
tions are against giving such

rights to women.Speaking firm- .

ly, he said, “ We will take strin-
gent measures to check
exploitation of and violence
against women.” For this he

AFP PHOTO
The Nepal Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba, announces a special
socio-economic programme at Parliament in Kathmandu on Thursday.

proposed to set a national com-
mission for women soon.Deuba
said the government would pro-
vide land and houses to all
kamaiyas (bonded labour) freed
last year. He promised to intro-
duce a 25-year project for educa-
tion and uplift of janjatis (eth-
nic groups of mongoloid stock),
a large section of whom has
joined the Maoist rebellion.
The Prime Minister said
property of public servants
would be confiscated if
were found to be invo
corruption.
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Bid to unite
id to unt

)
Nepal’s u¢ V!
Left parti
Keshav Pradhan g/
Kathmandu, August 7 )
NEPAL'S MAJOR Oppl)sition,
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist Leninist), has
initiated a move to unite main-
line Left parties.

Nepalese Leftists have been
divided into nearly a dozen
groups since the beginning of
the Communist movement in the
kingdom in 1949.

The UML central committee
yesterday decided to hold talks
for unification with the Commu-

st Party of Nepal (Marxist
Leninist), the Communist Party
of Nepal (Marxist), the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (United), the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unity Centre), the Communist
Party of Nepal (Masal), the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Marxist
Leninist Maoist) and the Nepal
Mazdoor Kisan Party.

The last four are regarded as
the most radical among the
mainstream parties. On the
other hand, the CPN (Marxist
Leninist) came into existence
three years ago when a section of
UML leaders left their party fol-
lowing differences over the con-
troversial India-Nepal Mahakali
Treaty on water resources. The
rebels alleged that the agreement
was loaded in Delhi’s favour.

Currently, the UML, like other
Left factions, has been agitating
for demolition of a controversial
embankment in Uttar Pradesh
that it alleges pose a threat to
Lumbini- the Buddha’s birth-
place- and 18 Nepalese villages.

Moreover, it is basically the
Communists’ relentless cam-
paign on corruption and Maoist
issue that forced G. P. Koirala to
step down as Prime Minister, CPN
(ML) publicity chief D. Bhattarai
welcomed the UML move.

Bills passed: Nepal’s House of
Parliament passed two contro-
versial security Bills today amid
strong protest from Opposition
parties, adds PTI. The ruling
Nepali Congress passed the-
Armed Police Force (APF) and
Public Security Regulations
(PSR) Bills despite strong Oppo-
sition pressure. The main Oppo-
sition Nepal Communist Party-
United Marxist and Leninist law-
makers had walked out in

protest. /
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munists breathe

fire at Nepal King ",

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, August 4

AS UNDERGROUND Maoists
prepare to hold talks with the
Government, mainstream Com-
munist parties have trained
their guns on King Gyanendra
and India.

Student activists of the major
Opposition Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist Lenin-
ist), UML in short, burnt an effi-
gy of Indian Prime Minister AB
Vajpayee here last evening,

. demanding demolition of a con-

troversial embankment in Uttar
Pradesh. Nepal fears that the
embankment will flood Lumbini,
the birthplace of Gautam Bud-
dha.

Significantly, the anti-Vajpay-
ee demonstration took place on
the penultimate day of the three-

day:secretary level talks between
the‘two countries on trade and
transit. Commerce secretary

Probir Sengupta is the leader of -

the Indian contingent.

Resentment is brewing also
against a hydel project in
Uttaranchal’s Pithoragarh dis-
trict that the Nepalese allege
poses a threat to their territory.

Opening a new front, the UML
and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Marxist Leninist), anoth-
er mainline party known as CPN
(ML), have strongly sought
nationalisation of the late King
Birendra’s property and restric-
tion on the present Monarch'’s
business activities.

This is in sharp contrast to the
silence maintained by Maoist
insurgents on the palace ever
since they accepted Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba'’s talks
offer a fortnight ago.

Raising the issue of royal
property in Parliament, UML
member Pradeep Gewali yester-
day warned, “Overindulgence in
enjoyment may repeat the June 1
incident (massacre of King
Birendra and his family). Can

any common businessman com-
pete with the King who has tax
exemption” Gewali sought
nationalisation of the late King’s
property to save the palace from
such disaster in the future.

This comes close on the heels
of Wednesday’s meeting between
the King and CPN (ML) general
secretary Vamdev Gautam. A
CPN(ML) leader said during the
meeting Gautam sought nation-
alisation of King Birendra’s
property and conversion of Trib-
huvan Sadan (part of the palace
where the massacre took place)
as a museum dedicated to the
late monarch.

King Birendra owned palaces
and other property, including
land, in Kathmandu, Bhaktapur,
Lalitpur, Kaski and Nuwakot dis-
tricts.

On the other hand, his succes-
sor is believed be running a vehi-
cle import firm, a five-star hotel
group, a tea estate and a dozen
industrial units.
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/ﬂﬁa for peace

with Maoists

Kathmandu, August 3 Q %7

NEPALI PRIME Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba is pulling out
all stops to ensure that the
ceasefire called by Maoist

_guerrillas last month becomes
permanent.

A congenial atmosphere is
being created before peace
talks between the Government
and the Maoists, who have
been fighting to establish a
republic in Nepal. The Govern-
ment decided to release 10
Maoist workers on Wednesday.
Last week it had released 15
Maoist. workers. The rebels
have also released some police-
men in Maoist captivity in
response.

Padma Ratna Tuladhar, who
acted as Government emissary
six months ago during the Gov-
ernment-Maoist talks that
were aborted later, said peace
is possible this time around.
Tuladhar, who played a key
role in mediating between the
two parties this time as well,
said: “Both sides appear to be
committed to solving this prob-
lem peacefully and the recent
decisions are an indication pf
that.

S
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NEPAL HAS withdrawn a ban on
the sale and purchase of proper-
ty of about 30,000 people, mostly
of Indian origin, whose citizen-
ship certificates were declared
invalid by its Supreme Court last
week on procedural grounds.

This comes in the wake of
strong protests by the Nepal
Sadbhavna Party (NSP), the lone
political organisation of
Nepalese of Indian origin,
known as madhesias here.

Referring to the lifting of the
ban, NSP president Gajendra
Narayan Singh, said, “It seems
Nepal eontinues to have a feudal
rule that passes edicts without
caring for the people.” He added,
“First, the Government issued
an order to freeze the property,
though the court had cancelled
the citizenship certificates mere-
ly on procedural grounds. Now, it
has come up with another edict
to restore the rights of the hap-
less people over their own prop-
erty‘"

Mounting pressure on the

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, August 3

epal revokes ban
on property

deals

q,w/

Govermﬁent NSP president
Gajendra Narayan Singh today
said, “Our MPs will continue to
protest and boycott Parliament
till the Government admits all
those whose certificates have
been cancelled as Nepalese
nationals.”

Supporting this demand, the
NSP, which has five members in
the Lower House, boycotted Par-
liament yesterday and today.
Singh disclosed that home minis-
ter Khum Bahadur Khadka met
him at his (Singh’s) residence
yesterday. He said, “ I clearly told
him that the government should
try to solve the citizenship issue
once and for all.”

Singh also offered to mobilise
other political parties to bring
about an amendment to the Con-
stitution that, at the moment,
provides citizenship to only
those people whose fathers have
Nepalese citizenship.

He said, * Instead of descent,
the electoral rolls of 1980 must be
made the basis for granting citi-
zenship.” There are about 35
lakh people awaiting citizens
for a long time.
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Nepalese Indians see

change in co

Keshav Pradhan '5(\\
Kathmandu, Aug 1

THE NEPAL Sadbhavna Party
(NSP), a political organisation
of the Nepalese of Indian ori-
gin, has sought constitutional
amendment to settle the long-
standing dispute over the non-
issuance of citizenship to the
members of the community,
who are widely known as Mad-
hesias.

This follows last week’s
Supreme Court verdict that
declared citizenship certifi-
cates of about 30,000 people
issued in 1997 as null and void
on procedural grounds.

The cancelled certificates
were issued directly by a citi-
zenship committee set up by
the then coalition Government
of the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist Lenin-
ist), the Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party and the NSP. Most of
them belonged to people living
in the Nepalese terai border-
ing Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.

The coul however, upheld
about 4,00 certificates that
had been dyly signed by chief
district officers after being
issued by the committee.
Approval of the chief district
officers is a must according to
the Nepalese laws.

NSP president Gajendra
Narayan Singh said, “Keeping
all this in mind, we want to
amend the present Constitu-
tion that has blocked granting
of citizenship to Madhesias
who are the aborigines of the
terai.”

Singh claimed that Madhe-
sias formed about 75 per cent
of the estimated 35 lakh people
waiting for -citizenship for
decades.

He said, “Madhesias should
not be deprived of their birth
right just because there are
some Indians who also try to
acquire Nepalese citizenship.”
The Madhesia community
basically comprises Maithili,
Avadhi, Bhojpuri and Hindi-
speaking people.

nstitution

Singh remarked, “The NSP
is planning to launch a mass
agitation soon. We face dis-
crimination in every field, be
it employment, development
or politics.”

According to him, the first
step to end “the discrimina-
tion against the Madhesias” is
to do away with the system of
granting citizenship on
grounds of descent. The 1990
Constitution provides citizen-
ship to only those who fathers
possess Nepalese citizenship
certificates.

Singh questioned, “How can
most Madhesias whose fathers
had not been able to acquire
citizenship because of similar
discrimination before 1990
apply for citizenship now?”

He demanded that citizen-
ship be given on the basis of
the electoral rolls that were
prepared for the 1980 referen-
dum on the system of Govern-
ment. He added, “We want ci
zenship for all those whodre
born in Nepal.”

Portillistas come
out for Clarke

KENNETH CLARKE’S cam-
paign for the Tory leadership
received a boost yesterday when
nine leading supporters of
Michael Portillo came out in
support of him.

The nine, including Andrew
Mackay, Stephen Dorrell and
Damian Green, announced that
they regarded Clarke as the can-
didate “best placed to win over
lost Conservative voters”. Earlier,
Clarke had said the public was
right to put better public services
ahead of tax cuts.

The move came as the con-
tenders were about to enter their
holiday truce. Clarke and Iain
Duncan Smith have agreed that
neither will give any interviews
during the next two weeks.

The nine said they accepted
Clarke’s assurances that he would
“appoint a shadow cabinet reflect-
ing the predo t Eurosceptic
view of MPs and allow freedebate
and a free vote on the subject of
the euro”. Their endorsement, in
a letter to the Daily Telegraph,
may have some impact on ordi-
nary party activists worried that
Clarke’s pro-euro views could
split the parliamentary party.

Reuters, London
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Maoists come

out of the shell,
hold meetin

W A

NEPAL's FIVE-AND-A-HALF-
YEAR-OLD bloody Maoist
insurgency is at the crossroads.
A day after their party leader-
ship supported the system of
pluralistic politics, activists of
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist) last evening came
overground to hold their first
public meeting in this ancient
temple city.

A large number of local resi-
dents gathered at Indrachowk,
close to the Old Palace Square,
to listen to Maoist leaders
whom they had not seen or
heard before. All through the
programme, police merely
watched from a distance.

Again, it was at this spot that
the rebels had a few weeks ago
planted bombs with posters
denouncing King Gyanendra
and the then Prime Minister G
P Koirala.

Since Koirala’s ouster last
week, guns have fallen silent in
the hill districts where clashes
between the insurgents and
security forces had become a
regular feature. At the moment,
about 60 police personnel are
held captive by the rebels in the
western district of Rolpa for
three weeks. The Maoists con-
trol most of western Nepal dis-
tricts. )

Those who spread the mes-
sage of “people’s war” and
“republic” at the meeting were
representatives of the CPN
(Maoist)’s sister organisations-
the Akhil Nepal Rashtriya

- Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, July 30

He- 1

Swatantra Vidyarthi Union'

(Krantikari), Newa Khala,
Nepal Dalit Janmukti Morcha,
Nepal Trade Union
Mahasangh, Nepal Krantikari
Mahila Sangh and Akhil Nepal
Kisan Sangh (Krantikari).

The meeting took place amid
reports about the presence of
Maoist ideologue Mohan
Vaidya and military strategist
Ram Bahadur Thapa in the cap-
ital.

Vidyarthi Union general sec-
retary Purna Poudyal  said
there is no alternative to the
establishment of a Republic as
the entire Nepalese population
supports this demand. While
appreciating the new Prime
Minister Sher  Bahadur
Deuba’s initiatives for dialogue
with the Maoist leadership, he
warned, “ There will be civil
war if the new Government fol-
lows Koirala’s policies.”

Other speakers demanded
that the forthcoming dialogue
be used as a means to draft a
new Republican Constitution.

On the other hand, Deuba,
who took charge last week with
a promise to end the Maoist
problem, has been busy meet-
ing senior political leaders to
evolve a common approach to
the issue.

So far, he has held discus-
sions with ruling Nepali Con-
gress general secretary Sushil
Koirala, Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist Lenin-
ist) general secretary Madhav
Nepal and Rashtriva Pra-
jatantra Party chief Surya

Bahadur Thapa. /
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Deuba’s work cut out for Nepal development

ITH the Nepali Congress a hous-e/di-\:ided, there wasy lit-

tle prospect of a consensus candidate as GP Koirala’s
successor. Of the two who contested the NC parliamentary
party leadership, Sher Bahadur Deuba won, which is some-
' thing of a relief since he does not belong to the Koirala camp.
His opponent Sushil Koirala, general secretary of the party,
is close to the former prime miuister. The Opposition, par-
ticularly the Maoists. had made it clear that the new
incumbent should be someone with vision. Soon after
Koirala’s resignation they freed some of the policemen they
were holding hostage and for whose release the Koirala
government had sought the army’s help. It is surprising that
they should go about killing even when Deuba was being
formally installed as new Prime Minister. Much is expected of

Deuba and he must clear Nepal of the mess created by Mao- .
ists since February 1996. The eighth Prime Minister since .

1990, Deuba is a second generation leader who earlier headed
a three-party coalition for about 18 months but was a mere
puppet in the hands of Koirala who criticised his functioning,
particularly after he gave a Communist member a ministerial
berth for a favour received. Deuba also headed & high power

committee appointed by former Prime Minister KP Bhattarai -
to prepare to meet the Maoist challenge but which received no

support from the Koirala administration and was wound up.

Nepal must catch up on development hindered by years of
political instability. Eighty per cent of the country’s 22 mil-
lion citizens have an annual per capita income of about Rs
9,000. Water resources are begging to be properly harnessed

and there is no lack of donor countries if their confidence can
be regained. For starters, even if Koirala was an unpopular

prime minister, his government’s determination to resolve
economic problems through consensus deserves attention.

N
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rebels
{ today said
jt h ey
®would

stop offen-

sives

against
each other to pave way for
peace talks.

“Instructions have already
been given to security person-
nel not to carry out any action
(against the rebels),” Nepal's
new Prime Minister, Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba, said in a state-
ment on state radio.

“Other steps necessary to cre-
ate an atmosphere of confidence
for talks will be taken soon.”

The Maoist party said it also
had suspended offensive act-
ions as a first step towards
peace talks. Maoist party chief,
Prachanda urged guerrilla
fighters “to suspend all offen-
sive actions for the present to
create an atmosphere for talks”
with the government.

Neither side said how long the
truce would last.

Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba

govt, rebels

"announce fruce

" MAOISTS KILL 20 COPS

KATHMANDU, July 23. — In three separate incidents since
Saturday, Maoist rebels killed 20 policemen, a senior govern-
ment official said.

The Bajura chief district officer said the rebels attacked a police
camp near Pandusen village yesterday afternoon and killed 15
policemen. Out of the 53 policemen at the post, 34 were safe,
three were missing and one was seriously injured. Police rein-
forcements had been rushed to the affected area.

In another incident on Saturday night, the Maoists attacked a
police station at Simle village in Tehrathum district, 250 km
east of Kathmandu, and killed two policemen.

Fifteen hours 1ater, they ambushed a group of policemen who
had gone to the site for rescue operations and killed three of

: them.
The killings occurred even as Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba was

sworn in as the Prime Minister, following the resignation of Mr

Girija Prasad Koirala, whom the Maoists considered their arch

enemy. — DPA

Earlier, the Prime Minister, Vin

a radio broadcast, urged Maoist
rebels to cease their militant
activities.

Mr Deuba’s message to the
rebels was broadcast over the
state radio.

There was no immediate
response from the Maoists to
the appeal - the first by Mr
since he was chosen on Sunday
by deputies of the centrist
Nepali Congress to succeed Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala.

Mr Girija Prasad Koirala had
been under mounting pressure
to quit from his own party and

the opposition for failing to
quell the revolt and his exit had
been demanded by the Maoists
as a prerequisite for talks.

Mr Deuba said yesterday his

first priority was to end the |

Maoists’ campaign to install a

one-party communist republic

in the poverty-stricken nation.
The 55-year-old seasoned

politician is seen as a more

flexible leader than Mr Girija
Prasad Koirala.

Mr said he would try to “evolve
a common approach with the

opposition parties iyﬂia-

ment and outside”.
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Koirala, and he said

this many times pub- ¢

:o_w. his biggest worry was what
would happen if he quit-as the
_country’s prime minister. He
" has quit, and Sher  Bahadur
Deuba has taken over.as the
néw Esogmn Working
ess Wor Com-

a&,WM chaired by Koirala (he is
-also the party president) met at
his Baludtar residence, which he
will be vacating in a couple of
days, and extftacted a promise

_. from him that he-would' aﬁoﬂa

support to his successor —
whether the latter was chosen by
consensus o_. 5\ Esm_oa of

. votes.

It mgo»ﬂm Qwﬁﬁoﬂﬁm has
done what he promised on Sat-
urday, and that shotld at least
allay fear among thegeneral

_ public that Nepal i§ headéd for

another %wmma Om ﬁo__nom_ insta-
bility. .

9}3 Eo P mE_ controlled
by ‘Kpirala, str a.balance
between the party and nES_:m
the government effectively will
be the key to survival of new
prime mirister Déuba.

Sher Bahadur Deuba who
defeated his only opponent and
Koirala’s cousin and party gen-
eral fecretary Sushil Koirala by
72 votes, is known as a flexible
leader who is accommodating
toward the opposition parties.
During his tenure he managed
to cling on to power by putting
together an unwieldly coalition
government. The other impor-
tant issue, of course, is the
Maoist problem. Among the
three key factors which led to

Koirala’s exit was the six-year-

old insurgency that has claimed
more-than 1,700 lives and his
failureto deal with it. The other
two factors were corraption

charges and the allegation that”

his family ran the mo<oBBnE
by remote control..

According to aowca. leader
of the main vﬁvo!:o: party,
Communist Party of Nepal-
United Marxist ﬁoEEma (CPN-

Nepal has got a new E_Bm minister in u_mom of G.P. Koirala

Icllllllluatl, lllll

§>Qm._.,m1>_uos\ I>me_ LARGE OVER KOIRALA chOmmmOx

R ST traet et e lie

ke

e’s gone but n

‘

ot his mess

‘But nothing else has changed, co_:ﬁw out editor

of Nepal's largest daily, szz.cs YUBARAJ GHIMIRE, who was arrested for treason 3 the Koirala

| mo<m33m2 m#mq the qo<m_ Bmmmmﬁm

ng, K.P.'Oli, the new. ?._Eo,

minister will have to work out a

.certain national programme or a

common minimum agenda in

‘view of thg precarious situation

the countty is in. He and many
otherg.; :hate the view that at

least oxf the question of making
-an attempt for a dialogue with

the Maoists, the government
needs to uobnmwoa awider man-
date.

Koirala’s exit could be a step
in that direction. A top-level
Maoist source confirmed that
with the Congress leader gone,
possibilities for a political

_Ao,m_‘mmm.m Maoist
legacy willbe a
burden for the
new PM, feel party
analysts. He has a
big job ahead and
with Koirala still
calling the shots

in the party, it will

be quite an uphill
task

&m&mﬁa cn?éob En two sides

of the conflict could be ex-
plored. However, he wamm., if

G.P. Kolrala: His statement
that he would extend support to
his successor has come as relief

o

W ¥ n\Y

. something’ that

. Koirala i succeeded by an own

camp follower, sharing the
-same -approach and belief on
how to deal with the insur-
gency, the peace E.an could
bestillborn.

That Nepal can’t afford the
violence is more than obvious.
The deteriorating law and or-
der situation and escalation in
Maoist violence have caused a
major setback to the tourism
industry, resulting in a sharp
decline in the number of
tourists coming to the country
and in foreign exchdnge earn--
ings. NGOs and many dévelop-
:mental projects have been tar-
geted for extortion and asked
to stop working by insurgents.
“It will be a dangerous situa-
tion to continue. Both the gov-
ernment and Maoists should
declare at least a mohth’s.
ceasefire arnid explore how the
conflict can be resolved,” says
Oli. Deuba agrees and says he
can take the peace initiative

forward, if not to its logical

end, immediately. If instilling a

- sense of security, which will be

measured by the success (or
failure) to solve the Maoist
problem, remains the biggest
challenge on'the domestic ont

for any new government, main-

taining a balanced relationship
with the two giant neighbours .

* India and China is a crucial test.

There is another thing the
new PM has to RBcBg and
this lies much &08_., homie: He
has to win the suppoft of ‘the
highly polarised and mwmaosxnn-
den  ruling Con s party,.
ala failed to

do. -



Deuba Wins power race

A1
Keshav Pradhan

Kathmandu, July 22 ’)(7/1 }

THE NEPALI Congress toflay

elected Sher Bahadur Deubaijthe °

new Prime Minister of Nepal as
the cycle of political vendetta
continued unabated in the ruling
party.

Deuba, who was ousted by the
outgoing Prime Minister G P
Koirala in 1997, becomes the
kingdom'’s 11th Prime Minister
sjnce the restoration of multi-
party democracy in 1990.

Ironically, he defeated Nepali
Congress general secretary
Sushil Koirala, a nephew of G P
Koirala, by 72 to 40 votes o
regain powar.

Before this, Deuba’s mentor
and former Prime Minister K P
Bhattarai removed G P Koirala
from power four times.

In a tit-for-tat action, G P
Koirala usurped power from
Bhattarai in March 2000, accus-
ing him of failing to contain the
Maoist rebellion.

Incidentally, Deuba’s come-
back was also marked by the

4(4‘ C/P(

AFP PHOTQ

Sher Bahadur Deuba (right) shares a joke wih Shushil Kairala, whom he
defeated in the race for the prime ministerial post.

killing of four police personnel
by communist insurgents in
Tehrathum in eastern Nepal late
last night.

Minutes after he was declared
elected, a beaming Deuba

announced, “T will give top prior-
ity to settlement of the Maoist
problem.”

Deuba thanked G P Koirala for
“$acrificing his post for the
of the country’s interest&™’

ta MRS
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Nepal ruling party selects 3-man panel to oversee election

P M\'Y

Koirala nephew in PM race

FROM DAMAKANT JAYSHI

Kathmandu, July 20: An emer-
gency meeting of the Central
Working Committee (CWC) of the
ruling Nepali Congress Party
today decided to hold the election
for Koirala’s successor on Sunday
if the party failed to select the heir
unanimously by then.

The sudden meeting this
morning followed the resignation
of Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala yesterday amidst increas-
ing pressure on him to quit both
from within his own party.

General secretary of the party
Sushil Koirala, nephew of care-
taker Premier Koirala and one of
the candidates for the PM’s post,
said after the meeting that the
CWC had formed a three-member
election committee to oversee the
election. The committee compris-
es of Upper House MP Vasudev
! Risal as convenor and two CWC
members. Former party
spokesperson Narhari Acharya is
the observer.

Filing of nomination papers,

Outgoing Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala (right) with senior
leader Krishna Prasad Bhattarai before an emergency meeting at
Baluwatar, Kathmandu. (AFP)

scrutiny and withdrawal of nomi-
nations, the election and the resuit
will be completed on Sunday.

Koirala said the party would
first seek a candidate through con-
sensus rather than through elec-
tion. “We all want the new leader
to be a unanimous choice. Howev-
er, if no consensus is reached,
then elections will be held.”

The new leader will be known
by Sunday evening. According to
the party constitution, the leader
of the parliamentary party has to
secure at least 51 per cent of the
total votes (57 out of 113 in this
case). If no candidate gets the
magical figure, the top two candi-
dates will lock horns in the second
decisive round.

According to the state run
Radio Nepal, the caretaker Prime
Minister has assured the CWC
that he would support the new
choice, whether the candidate is
elected or selected. Koirala, with
at least 45 MPs to back his choice,
is in the enviable position of a
kingmaker.

According to party leaders in
the CWC, Koirala said the multi-
party parliamentary system was
under attack from ulira Leftist
and Rightist forces. He was re-
sponding to minister Govind Raj
Joshi’s statement that the army
had not acted as per the govern-
ment’s command on tackling
Maoist insurgents.

Besides Sushil Koirala and for-
eign and home minister Chakra
Prasad Bastola from the Koirala
camp, Sher Bahadur Deuba is the
likely candidate from the other
faction backed by former Prime
Minister Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai. Deuba, himself a former
PM, is considered by many to be
the dark horse in the race fof the
Prime Minister’s post.
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MAOISTS IN NEPAL

v\ Army’s use a bad precedent ¢

N February 1996 when Maoist insurgents killed about six
people in one of Nepal’s poorest districts, politicians|dis-

missed it as an isolated incident. Since then over 1,800 Rave
been killed and insurgents have infiltrated every part of the '

Himalayan kingdom. The situation in some districts is so bad
that youths are said to have fled their villages for fear of
being forced to join the rebels, leaving women to plough the

land and even carry their dead to the cremation ground. !

Political instability is the root cause. No government - as

many as seven in less than a decade — has tried to tackle this :

insurgency head on. GP Koirala was against introducing an !

anti-terrorist act, preferring to counter insurgency by

strengthening the district administration. His thinking was |
correct to some extent since to enforce stringent laws an :

adequate police force is required, which the country does not
have. Born of economic deprivation, Nepal’s Maoists are a
different lot. Unlike their counterparts in India, they are

. willing to talk. The high-power committee appointed by the !
KP Bhattarai government to ascertain the views of different :

| political parties to prepare a common strategy, reportedly '

“violated” the terms by trying to negotiate directly with the
insurgents, much to Koirala’s disapproval.

It is not clear how the government wants to handle the
situation since the Maoists have declined to talk unless Koi-
rala steps down; a condtion that has been met with his resig-

nation. But by using the Army for the first time for internal
security, the government has set a bad precedent. The late '

King Birendra was opposed to using troops against his own

people as he realised the armed uprising resulted from abject

poverty and wanted to deal with it accordingly. However
sentimental, his was a hand that ruled wisely his reading
of the situation deserves clnger cowtine

HE gal comnt



KATHMANDU: Beset by Maoist
insurgency, a bribery scandal and
recriminations about the royal
family massacre, Nepal’s Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
resigned on Thursday.

Mr Koirala announced his resig-
nation on state radio which said
King Gyanendra had asked him to

PO

g a S

stay in office until a new govern-
ment was formed. A new Prime
Minister is likely to be sworn in on
Monday, political sources
said.

Earlier on Thursday, ki
about half the MPs from
the ruling Nepali Congress
(NC) gave Mr Koirala one
day’s time to quit or face
being ousted in a party
vote.

The premier has been
under iptense pressure
from both parliament and Maoist
insurgents since King Birendra and
nine other members of the royal
family were gunned down on June
1

“QOur parliamentary system has
" become the victim of plans devised
by terrorists from within and out-
side the country,” Mr Koirala said
in his resignation announcement.

“The only way out to control

&.P. Koirala

'Embattled Nepal
PM ¢uits under

party pressure

such destructive forces is to forge
mutual understanding among the
political parties, civil society and
citizens,” said Mr Koirala, alluding
to the political fighting that has
marked his 17-month tenure.

The opposition had demanded
Mr Koirala’s resignation over the
security lapse that led to the palace
massacre, the government’s alleged
involvement in a bribery scandal
linked to the national airline, and
~: escalating violence by
i Maoist rebels.

Last week, the rebels
had attacked a police sta-
tion in Nepal’s remote and
mountainous  mid-west
and held hostage 70 police-
men. For the first time, Mr
Koirala ordered the army
into an operation against
the rebels, but they were
unable to rescue the policemen.

More than 1,600 rebels, security
personnel and civilians have been
killed in the Maoist insurgency
since it began in 1996. The rebels,
who model themselves after Peru’s
Shining Path guerrillas, have inten-
sified their attacks on the police in
the past few weeks, kidnapping the

entire staff of remotevitlage police
statidns.

Hy CHVIEL D F (R TIPS



~Koirala re

 ASSOCIATED PRESS ﬂ7\/\

KATHMANDU, July 19. - Be- |

set by a Maoist insurgency, a

. bribery scandal and recrimina- |
. tions over the royal family mas- |

, sacre, Nepal's Prime Minister,

, Mr Girija Prasad Koirala, re- |

signed today.
- “I have decided to resign as
- the Prime Minister, giving pri-
i ority to solving the challenges
i faced by the nation,” he said
over the state-run radio and
. television.
" Mr Koirala, whose most re-
. cent term lasted 15 months,
has been Prime Minister for
. most of the 10 years since Nep-
t al has had a democratic govern-
ment.
. He handed his resignation to
- King Gyanendra at the Nar-
ayanhity Palace.
The Opposition parties have
! been seeking his resignation
. since the beginning of the year
i over alleged bribery in the leas-
ing of a jetliner for the state-
run Royal Nepal Airlines from
. Austria’s Lauda Air.

ey~
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Mr Keirala: bowing to pressure

The civil aviation minister,
Tarini Dutta Chataut, has re-
signed and been summoned be-
fore the Kathmandu district
court on charges of financial ir-
regularities while signing the
deal.

The interior minister and
deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Ram Chandra Poudel, resigned
on 13 July, citing differences
with Mr Koirala over handling
of the insurgency.

Last week, Maoist rebels at-
tacked a police station in Nep-

| policemen. For
i Mr Koirala ordered the army

as PNF

als remote an ountalnous
mid-west and hkld hostage 70
e first time,

into an operation against the
rebels, but they were unable to
rescue the policemen.

More than 1,600 rebels, secur-
itymen and civilians have been
killed in the insurgency.

Since the Maoists began their

¢ campaign for a Communist re-

public in 1996, the army had
not helped the police because
many people felt the army
should not attack Nepalis. -

Newspaper reports have said
that although the army had sur-
rounded the village where the
police were held captive, the reb-
els escaped with their hostages.

“The government’s poor plan-
ning made the army’s position
weak... It boosted the rebels’
morale,” said Mr Khadga Pra-
sad Oli of the united Marxist-
Leninist Communist Party of
Nepal.

4
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Mr Girija Pmld Knirulc '

R . n
 NGENCE FRANCE PRESSE v

| KATHMANDU, duly 16.
- The ' N w 2514 a!‘é'

| willing

o*talk with the gov-
ernment if the Prime Minis-

| ter, Mr Girija Prasad Koirala,

resigns, a Nepalese mediator
today said.

“I. have received signals

from the Maoist high com:
mand expressing their read-
iness to hold dialogue, with
mlmmum conditions includ-
ing the Prime Minister’s res-
ignation, with either the
new government or the rul-

“Tfle Maoists have made 1t

" clear-that they will not hold
dialogue’ with Koirala’s gov-

ernment and they want him
to step down so that the dia-
Togue can start soon,” Mr
Tiladhar said.

Mr Tuladhar heads the in-
dependent five-member Peo-
ple’s Peace Process Commit-
tee. He said he would convey
the Maoists’ message to a
government minister.

The Maoists, who are

a

r - constitutional

fighting to topple Nepal's
monarchy,
had agreed in principle ear-
lier this year to hold talks

-with the government, but

the process ended after the
massacre,of the royal family.
The army continues to be-
siége the far western village
of Nuwa, where some 1,500
rebels are holed up. They re-
portedly hold 71 police offi-
cers they kldnapped on
Thursday. More than 1,700
people ‘have been . killed
since the. Macists launched
their insurgency in-1996. /



7

Kathmandu, July 16 (Reuters):
Nepal said today that soldiers will
start moving in to free 70 police-
men held hostage by Maoist rebels
in a remote area of the Himalayan
kingdom.

The police were kidnapped last
Thursday when Maoists raided a
police station in the mountainous
district of Rolpa, the latest in a
string of deadly guerrilla attacks
on police posts.

The government said the army
had sealed off the area in the Hi-
malayan foothills region where
the Maoists were keeping the cap-
tives and was “strengthening its
position”. )

“Unless the policemen are re-
leased, the soldiers will be forced
to close in on the area where the
rebels are holding the policemen,”
the home (interior) ministry said
in a statement. It did not say when
the soldiers might begin the oper-
ation.

A government official said the
soldiers were under orders to ex-
ercise maximum restraint to
avoid bloodshed. Neither side has

i e
T

~Nepal closes in

{ ; A\
reported an\y casual- \
ties since the mass ab-
duction.

Meanwhile, a state-
ment from the rebels
said all the captured
police were safe. It said
the captives would be
freed only after jailed
Maoists were released.

”All police person-
nel held by us are
safe,” a Maoist leader,
Diwakar, said in the
statement.

The Maoists said at
the weekend they had
encircled the soldiers and only let
them go after they promised not to
fight the rebels. Buta government
official today dismissed the state-
ment as rebel propaganda.

Several human right groups
have offered to help negotiate.

“We’re ready to mediate be-
tween the two sides to resolve the
problem peacefully,” Padma
Ratna Tuladhar, chief of the
Forum for the Protection of
Human Rights, told Reuters.

Koirala

——

Discord in the gov-
" ernment, over how
best to tackle the
Maoist revolt prompt-
ed Nepal’s then home
(interior) minister,
Ram Chandra Poudel,
to quit last week over
differences with
Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala.

The Maoists have
stepped up a violent
campaign to topple the
poverty-stricken Hi-
malayan state’s con-
stitutional monarchy
since the massacre of nearly all of
Nepal’s royal family on June 1.
They have killed dozens-of police-
men in the last few weeks.

The decision to send in troops
to free the policemen marks the

first time the government has de- -

ployed the army against the
rebels.

The police have been responsi-
ble until now for fighting the
rebels, who launched a bloody
struggle for a one-party commu-

L

L L
R R Y

on rebels

nist republic early in 1996. The vi- -

olence has so far claimed about
1,750 lives.

The government said the sol-
diers had been told to free the po-
licemen without bloodshed.

“Our men are making efforts
to free the policemen peacefully,”
defence secretary Padam Kumar
Acharya said.

A Nepalese mediator said
today that Maoist insurgents were
willing to talk with the govern-
ment. if Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala resigns.

“I have received signals from
the Maoist high command ex-
pressing their readiness to hoid
dialogue, with minimum condi-
tions including the resignation of
the premier, with either the new
government or trusted men of the
ruling Nepali Congress,” Padma
Ratna Tuladhar said.

“The Maoists have made it
clear that they will not hold dia-
logue with Koirala’s government
and they want him to step downso
that the dialogue can start soon,”
Tuladhar told AFP.
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AGENCE FRANCE-PHES E

| KATHMANDU, dJuly 14. -
i Nepal's Maoists said today
they were prepared to release
the 71 policemen they cap-
tured three days ago if the
government agreed to free
Maoist activists from jail.

In a statement, their leader,
Puspa Kamal Dahal alias
Prachand, said the abducted
police had been designated
prisoners of war.

The rebels claimed there
" were hundreds of Maoist acti-

vists in jail in Nepal and de-
, manded they also be treated

epal rebels set terms for |
Captured cops’ release

as prisoners of war,

“We are willing to release
the abducted policemen if the
government releases Maoist
activists detained in jails,”
the statement said.

In a separate statement,
Prachand added: “We will not

-attack the army as long as it

does not attack us first, but if
it does, we will retaliate.”
“bmce the beginning, we
have been following our policy
of not attacking the army first

but if it does we will not keep .

quiet.”
He also said the late King
Birendra was a generous

Cor

monarch who had hegitated {
to use the army againtt the |
Maoists.

Birendra was shot dead
along with eight other mem-
bers of the royal family at the
hands of his son Crown
Prince Dipendra on 1 . His
brother Gyanendra took over
the throne.

The Maoists have been.
sharply critical of Gyanendra,
seen as tougher on the insur-
gents than Birendra, who
never ordered the army to
fight the Maoists in the large

parts of rural Nepal they con-
trol.

- e



“Nepal Dy PM gt
Maoists fire at

army t:hmumr)‘\rY |
v

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, July 13

NEPALESE DEPUTY Prime Min-
ister and Home Minister Ram
Chandra Poudyal resigned from
the Government today owning
moral responsibility for the dete-
riorating law and order situation
in the country following stepped-
up attacks by Maoist rebels.

Today, the insurgents fired at a
helicopter of the Royal Nepalese
Army, which was flying over
Rolpa district on a mission to res-
cue the 71 policemen kidnapped
by the rebels yesterday. The pilot
of the chopper was injured when
a bullet pierced the glass window
and hit him.

Over the past few days, the rul-
ing Nepali Congress has come in
for sharp criticism in Parliament
by the Opposition over not only
the rebel attacks but also such
issues as the Budget. Some mem-
bers even pulled up the GP
Koirala Government for failing
to stop India’s interference in
Nepal’s internal affairs.

Far from silencing the Opposi-
tion, Poudyal’s sudden resigna-
tion had sparked speculation
about a rift in the Nepali Con-
gress over the question of how to
tackle the Maoists.

The ultras, on their part, have
made it clear that they will not
talk to the Government as long as
Girija Prasad Koirala heads the
Nepali Congress Government.
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5 w1th Mamst rebels

‘ HEUTERS
KATHMANDU July 8. — Nepal said today it was
( | ready for peace talks with the Maoist rebels to

| end an anti-government insurgency, a day after
141 policemen were shot dead by the guerrillas.

‘ Tovommant is always ready for talks to end
. the violence but the other side (the rebel group) is
. not serious for the meeting,” The Deputy Prime
' Minister, Mr‘Ram Chandra Poudel, said.

. Mr Poudel, who fs in d of the home (interi-
i or)minutag,uidt}w an kingdom’s

| democrat thadnent“feelersfortalks
- but the m not nded. Mr Poudel’s

| comments came after the Communist Party of

Nepal (Maoist) rebels killed 41 police officers and
a civilian in & string of attacks at security posts
| across the mountainous kingdom late on Friday.

| The toll was the highest number of police kil-

i lion in 1
' kingdom's
- gency has
~ The Maoists have stopped up their violence
since last mohth’'s massacre of virtually the en-
tire royal family by the crown prince, who then
; ’Fhsaneaﬁnster, Mr Girija Prasad Koirala,
has-come under: pressure from the Oopposition
to resign for failing to contain the violence and
" for delays in informing the country about the
royal massacre.
Mr Poudel described the Maoist violence as an
“attack on democracy” and urged all political
parties to unite against the rebels who seem to
be supported by many impoverished villagers
still struggling against feudalism,
In the past, the rebels have sald they were
ready for talks but demanded an all-party con-

ledina d&ﬁnce the Maoists began their rebel-

to try and topple the mealayan
tutional monarchy. The insur-
claimed about 1,750 lives.

‘ressive forces” to ally with the Macists to
~ down

ference and an mtenm government to prepare a
new constitution to end the violence.

And after the latest killings, analysts don't ex-

ect the rebels, who model themselves on Peru’s
léhmmg Path guerrillas, to meet the government
any time soon.

“Talks had been stalled even before the palace |
massacre and there is now less chance for a

.meeting because the Maoists are busy in caplta]-

\
ising in the confusion and the government is ’
still in shock,” said Kunda Dixit, edltor of the -
Nepali Times weekly

Maoists claim responsibility: The Maoist insur-
genta claimed responsibility today for the deaths
of the policemen and called for support of their .
efforts to overthrow the government, adds AFP. |

In a statement, the Maoist leader, Mr Push) ‘
Kamal Dahal, alias Prathand, congratulated
militants on the “successful” operations launehod |
in three districts on Friday, as Nepal marked the |

55th birthday of new Gyanendra, t
Prachand also acknowl some Maoist casu-
alties in the fighting but did not give details. Unof-

ficial reports said at least 15 Maoists were kﬂkd
In the statement, Prachand called on all

the government, and warned. mﬂitants
may be planning retaliation against them. i
Nepal's Home Ministry today conﬁm-d ‘the |
deaths of 41 policemen, including an insp and
three sergeants, andﬁverebelsmth o
The Home. Secretary, Mr Shreekant Re
strongly condemned the killings and: accuséli
Mauoists of killing six policemen after ek iy
rendered following a three-hour in’ the
Gulmi district; 270 km southweet of )
The Maoists locked the surrendered p
in a room with their hands tied
backs before killing them, he said.
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Nepal ‘ready’ for
| falfzs with Maoist
xy-\qrebels q ¥
KATHMANDU, JULY 8. Nepal saigl to-
day it was ready for peace {alks
| with the Maoist rebels to end an-
ti-government insurgency, a day
after a Jarge number of policemen
were shot dead by the guerrillas.

“The government is always
ready for talks to end the violes
but the other side (the re
group) is not serious for the my,
ing,”’ the Deputy Prime Minis
Mr. Ram Chandra Poudel, 1
Reuters. Mr. Poudel, who is!
charge of the Home (interi,
Ministry, said the kingdom's &
cial Democrat Government hY
sent ‘“feelers for talks” but t!
Maoists had not responded. M
Poudel’s comments came afte
the Communist Party of Nepa
{Maoist) rebels killed police offi-
cers and a civilian in a string of
attacks at security posts acros:
the mountainous kingdom on Fri
day.

The toll was the highest sinc
the Maoists began their rebellio
in 1996 to try and topple the kin;
dom’s constitutional monarck
The insurgency has so far claim
about 1,750 lives. The Maoi
have stepped up their violer
since last month's masg
the entire royal famil




UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

KATH DU, July 7.
Maoist rebels killed at least
41 policemen while using
guns and bombs to assault
police posts in three incidents
at Nuwakot, Lamjung and
Gulmi dxstncts of western
Nepal in the biggest Maoist
attack since the royal palace
massacre of 1 June in which
King Birendra and most of
his family died.

Police said the rebels at-
tacked Bichaur Police Post in
Lamjung at 2.30 a.m. and the
ensuing gunhattle killed 21 po-
licemen including an inspector.

At least 10'law enforcement
officers were eliminated at
Taruka Post in Nuwakot, 80
km north-west of here and as
many died last night at Bami-
taxar in Gulmi district, about
260 km west of Kathmandu.

Maoist rebels
kill 41 cops”
~in Nepal

\f
ing to Radio Nep?

At least 10 people, mcludmg
six cops and three rebels,
were killed in two encounters
in Tanahun and Rolpa dis-
tricts last week.

The rebels kidnapped 34 po-
licemen in Banke and Pyu-
than in western Nepal on
Thursday. They have called a |
nation-wide strike on 12 July
and galvanised their activi-
ties throughout the country
for the past week.

The Maoists planted bombs
in various places of the capi-
tal over the past few days.
One device exploded near the
Prime Minister’s residence on
Thursday. However nobody
was injured.

More than 1,600 people
have been killed since the be-
ginning of the Maoist insur-
gency in 1996. They want to
establish a Communist sys-

The posts re destroyed tem replacing the present
and weapers looted, accord- constitutional monarchy.
P 7 7
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recognisippg and re-
conciling Yo the nitty-
gritty of pdlitics in the

nations in Narayanhity Palace,
Kathmandu. Though praises
are not being showered on him
from any quarters, the new
King, Gyanendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev, is being accepted as a
fait accompli. On his part, the
12th Shah King seems to have
understood the existing Nepal-
ese psyche and, is trying not to
do anything that would pull him
and the Nepalese throne in
controversial directions.’

While the new king took no
time in proclaiming Princess
Komal Rajya Lakshmi Devi
Shah as the new queen, he is
yet to declare his only son,

‘controversy-ridden Prince Pa-

ras, as the Crown Prince.

This per se seems to have sent
the message that King Gyan-
endra is moving with care and
caution. Of course, he cannot
evade a decision on this front
indefinitely. After making a
rather hasty statement in his
capacity as the Regent of the
then King, Dipendra Bir
Bikram Shah Dev, that the 1
June killings were the outcome
of an automatic weapon’s get-
ting switched on, King Gyan-
endra has made only measured
statements of various aspects of
the kingdom’s life.

In truth, he has rather been
reserved and reticent overall.
This does not, though, imply
that things are hunky-dory in

Nepalese politics today. For:

instance, in a significant move,

the Opposition Communist Par-

ty of Nepal Marxist-Leninist
(ML), on 20 June, asked King
Gyanendra to declare assets.
The new king reportedly has
high stakes in a leading five-
star hotel in Kathmandu, a
major tobacco firm, besides a
vibrant trading company, and a
tea garden in eastern Nepal,
among others.

This development seems rather
surprising in as much as it was
widely believed that the ML had
good relations with Prince
Gyanendrg. Probably, the ML
thinks it'is time to improve its
image in the kingdom’s politics.
Not insignificantly, the party
does not have any seat in the
Lower (popular) House of
Parliament or Pratinidhi
Sabha.

Its general secretary, Bamdev
Gautam, had been the Deputy
Prime Minister twice. This
indicates that in politics no one
can take anybody for granted.
Not less disturbingly, the main
Nepalese Opposition party — the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) - on
21 June said it would cooperate
with the government if Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
resigned.

Relevantly, the UML has 70
MPs in the 205-member Prati-
nidhi Sabha. UML leader
Bharat Mohan Adhikari, bro-
ther of the late Prime Minister
Man Mohan Adhikari, said: “If
he resigns, we will not say any-
thing against the government
for at least six months.”
Adhikari, indeed, said Mr Koi-
rala should have quit after the 1
June royal massacre.

He also criticised the govern-
ment for enforcing the Public

_ Security Regulation Act, sup-

pressing. the people’s funda-
mental and democratic rights
and threatening the multi-party

The politics of confrontation and the increasing clout of the

Maoists in Nepal demand that King Gyanendra's role is not
undermined as a titular head. While the king has stressed
friendly ties with India, the kingdom needs to be much more
up-front about bilateral treaties. India, on its part, can try
showing more diplomatic maturity, writes PARMANAND

Nepal's new Queen Komal leaving the military hospital last week. King Gyanendra is to her right. The queen had

suffered gunshot wounds during the palace massacre. — APPTI

parliamentary system,
while N epal was in mour-

ning. |

Introducing the element
of political excitement, §
Mr Adhikari said the [
UML had not demanded
a national or interim gov-
ernment and it honoured
the parliamentary maj-
ority of the governing [
Nepali Congress, but E
stressed that Mr Koirala |
must step down.

The UML had not
allowed even a single
sitting of the last (19th)
parliamentary session to
be held, insisting on the
resignation of Mr Koirala
for his alleged involve-
ment in an aircraft deal.

Its withdrawal from the
Inquiry Commission - to
which UML general sec-
retary Madhav Kumar
Nepal was nominated —
set up to probe the slay-
ings, says much about its
mindset. And it is against
this backdrop that the
20th session of parliament is
slated soon.

Efforts are afoot for coordi-
nation between the Nepali
Congress, the Rashtriya Praja-
tantra Party and the Nepal
Sadbhavana Party during the
forthcoming session. It may not,
though, necessarily see an end
to the growing politics of con-
frontation.

It is under circumstances like
these that even a titular head of
state assumes a role and
significance. Sadly, Nepalese
political parties are yet to learn
the basic rules of the game.

The multi-party parliamentary
democracy is already 11 years
old in its present phase. Com-
petitive multi-party democracy
was also in existence during
1951-60. And most of the par-
liamentarians have had one
kind of training or other in

Nepalese policemen digging a trench to defuse
three small explosives, booby-traps hanging with the
red banner of the Maoists in Kathmandu last

Thursday. — AP/PTI

India. Prime Minister Koirala
might have faltered on various
counts, but he alone enjoys the
support of the majority in the
Nepali Congress and parlia-
ment.

The Catch-22 situation ob-
viously creates a fertile ground
for the Nepal Communist Party
(Maoist), which has been
launching “People’s War” in
various parts of Nepal for the
past five years now.

Their influence has increased;
and in four western districts,

they are virtually running the.

administration.

Worse, about 1,800 people have
died-in the past five years in
Maoist-related violence. After
King Birendra’s assassination,
their dialectics are becoming
more sharp, sophisticated and
dangerous.

A serious political consensus

among various .parlia-
mentary parties alone
can effectively deal with
the situation. But any
such consensus is elusive.
In one of his earliest
addresses to the king-
dom, King Gyanendra
had stressed that he
would strive to streng-
then ties between Nepal
and India - as was
sought to be done by his
slain brother and prede-
cessor. This should help
arrest speculation - at
least, for the time being.

Otherwise, international
or regional politics, is a
wheels-within-wheels
business.

“In another significant
development, Nepal’s
)} Ambassador to India, Dr
Bhekh Bahadur Thapa
who was the country’s
finance minister during
the panchgyat days and
who has remained close
to the elements in the
palace, in a statement on
3 June, dismissed speculation
that the change of guard in the
palace would effect Indo-
Nepalese ties.

Dr Thapa said the ties were
age-old, and had stood the test
of time. Describing the ties as
“people-centric’, the ambassa-
dor averred: “The structure of
friendship between India and
Nepal doesn’t rest at one place”.
Dr Thapa’s statement is re-
assuring.

On its part, India, which
surrounds Nepal in the south,
east and west, has shown great

- political and diplomatic maturi-

ty in the aftermath of the
assassinations.

President KR Narayanan and
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee were quick to send
their condolence messages.
India did not lag behind in
promising all kinds of help in

the hour of grief and crisis.
And yet, India was careful not
be seen as an imposed guardian.
This seems to have been well
appreciated in various seg-
ments of Nepalese society.

Truth to tell, though, Indo-
Nepalese ties have rarely beer
ideal and problem-free, Som¢
analysts feel there are so man;
similarities on the cultural
social and religious planes the
some amount of anti-Indianisz
alone gives the Nepalese
separate identity.

Some also feel that Nepales
nationalism per se is based, to
great extent, on anti-Indianisr
While on the one hand, Ind
cannot downsize itself, it ca
also not undo the variety
progress in the fields of scienc
technology, defence et al.

But on the other, it must neve
be oblivious of the fact th:
despite all kinds of similaritie
and commonalities with Indi:
Nepal has always been
sovereign, independent state.

Indian diplomacy has got t
show more maturity. On thei
part, the Nepalese would d
well to realise, too, that Indi:
cannot be taken for granted.

Though there is no provision
for any-amendment in the 1950
Treaty of Peace and Friendship
— which governs bilateral ties
between the two governments,
to a great extent — India has
shown its accommodative atti-
tude and approach by listening
to Nepal's suggestions and
demands vis-a-vis the treaty.

Nepal probably needs to be
more up-front and transparent
on the issue, and the issue
should not be raised often with
a view to playing to the gallery
and generating anti-India
feelings. .

I do not think India’s security
will be jeopardised in the ab-
sence of this treaty.

From the Tanakpur Agree-
ment (1991) to the Mahakali
Treaty (1996), the two south
Asian neighbours have covered
long distances on the front of
cooperation in power genera-
tion. But the concerted impacts
are yet to be felt.

A Joint Working Office to make

the Mahakali Treaty a working |

reality mas. set wp in Kath-.
mandu in December 1999. Field
officials have been surveying
places related to the treaty.

Progress has been made in the
preparation of the draft political
resolution and it is expected to
be ready by December.

But- at times, the main
Opposition party, the UML,
tries to put obstacles in the
completion of works related to
the project. It may lead to delay
in one very significant compo-
nent of economic cooperation
between the two in becoming a
concrete and mutually bene-
ficial reality.

The two countries have begun
talking on the Treaty of Trade
which is to expire in December.
India feels that there are some
problems regardjng the rule of

origin.

There should not, though, be a
problem in sorting out minor
irritants and renewing the
treaty after their removal.

In this era of globalisation,
India and Nepal can afford to be
indifferent to each other on the
economic front only to their
disadvantage.

(The author is Hon. Director,'
South Asian Studies FW

ation, New Delhi.)
i
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The last supper at the royal palace

Twas that old i essaylst Walter

Bagehot, living ¥ an age which

saw Victorian impyerium at its ef-

florescence, who ahalysed the in-
stitution of monarchy begt. “Above all
things,” he said, “royalty is to be rever-
enced, and if you begin to poke about it
you cannot reverence it...its mystetyisits
life. We muist not let daylight upon ma-
gic.” Thisunrepentant monarchist knew
well enough that, ultimately, royalty is
‘just elaborate subterfuge. It heeded the
ceaseless strife of the 20th century, the
people’s century, to let daylight upon
thatoften diabolic magic.

The circumstances of the last supper
at Kathmandu’s Narayan Hity Royal
Palace last week may remain shrouded
in mystery, as the palace lords and their
spin meisters seek to recast the massacre
of the royal family in a fashion that
would do the least damage to an institu-
tionwhichis alreadyunder grave threat,
But these efforts notwithstanding, Ne-
pal’s Bloody Friday may well be one of
those turning points in the history ofthe
nation— an event s0 comprehensive in
scope, so decisive in impact, that there
canbe noturning back.

Despite Nepal’s decade-old engage-
ment with democracy and the transfor-
mation of the king from being an ab-
solute ruler to a constitutional one, there
can be no denying that monarchy con-
tinues o play a crucial role in the public
life of the nation. The huge crowds on

Kathmandu’s streets on the day of the

funerals, the spontaneous. shaving of
heads as symbolic of personal bereave-
ment and the intermittent beating of

breastsspeak of a deeply perceived loss,

atleastforsome.

Even the casual -visitor to Kath-
mandu cannot but notice photographs
of the royat family on the walls of shops
and private homes and pause awhile at
the towering gates of the royal place on
Durbar Marg — one of the few luxuri-
ant patches of opulence amidst the en-
circling urban squalor of Kathmandu. In
fact, any account of the history of Nepalis
invariably bound with that of the royal

family and usually begins with the year
1768, when King Prithvi Narayan Shah,
from the small kingdom of the Gorkha,
set upon the Kathmandu Valley and
conquered it from the Newaris.

The narrative will, of course, also in-
clude the Kot massacte of 1846, which

~ saw the rise of the Ranas — the line of

hegeditary prime ministers, who exet-

cised absolute power for the next 100 -

years. The Ranas reduced
the king to a titular head
and controlled-the peo-
ple through a complex
code, the caste-based
Muduki Ain, or Law of the
Nation. But, interest-

sought to retain more powers with the
king. Incidentally, the new king, Gya-
nendra, is believed to have played a piv-
otal role in trying to counter the democ-

‘racy movement. It took over a year for
this process to play itself out — from

Democracy Day, February 18, 1990,
when people took to the streets de-
manding a democraticpolitical order,

May 12, 1991, when multi-party elec-

tions were held under a -

new constitution.

The. debates on the
role of the king thrown up
in that interregrum could
provide clues to Nepal’s
future trajectory. Basi-

ingly, even the Ranas'as- cally, three points of view
siduously cultivated the emerged. The Commu-
idea of the king as the in- P nists,whoenjoyed asignif-
carnation of Lord Vis- PAMELA PHILIPOSE icant presence in the polit-
hnu, since monarchy was " 7 jcalspace,wanted aclean

Any account of Nepali hlstory is bound with

that of the royal family and begine with the -

year 1768, when King Prithvi Narayan Shah
conquered the Kathmandu Valley

seen to be a useful device to achieve so-
cial cohesion in a multi-ethnic, multilin-
gual society like that of Nepal.

The mid-20th century witnessed the
end of Rana rule, but it ween’t until 1990
that Prithvi Narayan Shah’s descendant,
the recently assassinated King Birendra,
had to face his moment in daylight —
forced to decide between initiating major
political reform or facing the wrath of a
people clamouring not just for democ-
racybutan end to palace corruption and
abuse of power. King Birendra’s re-
sponse to those turbulent days, termed
as ‘spring awakening’ by Martin Hoftun
and William Raeper in their ‘definitive
account of-that penod was extremely
cautious. He didn’t give up power at the
first whiff of resistance but waited it out

till the last. The palace even calne up -

with an'alternative constitution, which

break with the past and an end to
monarchy. The Nepali Congresswished
to retain the institution while denying
the king any real power. The palace en-
visaged sovereignty remaining with the
king “and the peoplle”. The big question
of that period, which still hasn’t quite
gone away, is Whether the palace will
ever try and snatchits power back, like
King Mahendra had done in 1960 after
an experiment with partial democracy.
On the other hand, the monarchy being
overthrown for all time under a future
Communist dispensation is also within
the realm of possibility.

In any case, the constitution of 1990
put a democratically elected parliament
in place, even as it made a token bow to
monarchy. Its preamble began with the
full Sanskrit title of the king, which cov-
ered half a page, and it also stated that

el AN

. Nepal on the edge

the royal family was not required to pay
taxes. Once democracy was instituted,

the palace was quick to claim it as its
brainchild. As one of King Birendra's
courtiers had remarked at that time,
“The kingis very conscious that his family
is there to serve the interests of the
Nepalese peaple.” -

But Nepal's tragedy is that no force,
not the kings, nor the Ranas, nor indeed
itselected governments, have served the
interests of the people. Part of the prob-
lem is the extractive nature of its econ-
omy. Nepal isdivided into three ecologi-
cal zones: the terai, the hills and the
mountains. Fhe terai region, largely
comprising the Kathmandu Valleyand
its environs, has been the locus of all de-
velopment in the country, albeit of the
most unplanned kind. This region feeds
in turn an the hills where roughly half
the population ekes out a living, If the
Ranas and the kings didn’t invest in the
lives of the hill people, neither did the 10
elected governments that came and
went over the last 10years, with the par-
tial exception of the Congress govern-
ment of B.P. Koirala, which tried to in-
troduce land reform in 1959 but was
soon dismissed for its pains. Today, the
centuries-old exploitative order remains
relatively intact and the fact that Mao-
ism has a stronger basc in Nepal than
anywhere else, testifies to that.

Development activists have argued
that unless the hils are brought cen- |
trestage, unless its rich natural resources,
especially itsjala shakti or water, are used,
nottofeed the monstrous appetitesof the -
people in the plains, but to transform the
Iives of its people, nothing will change. In
1994,D. Gyawali, awatcr engineer, com-
mented thus in an article in the Kath-
mandu-based magazine, Himal. “Today.
itisthe hefty commissions in making large

- purchases for development projects, or

renting out state patronage through li-
cences and permits, thit is driving the
newly forming political elite from hard
but correct decisions on behalf of the peo-

ple... Nepal's elites are the gods that hay
- failed.” Hiswordsstill ring true. ‘

<
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/ Gy anendra
acks sncs‘

royal guards V

‘ AGEICE FRANCE-PRESSE

" KATHMANDU, July 3. —
King Gyanendra has sacked
six royal guerds for not pre-
venting the 1 June palace mas-
sacre, a report said today.
Thengdmmssed “gix aides-
de-camp of King Birendra,
Queen Aishwarya and crown
prince Dipendra. Four others

were strengly warned and sev- |

en were: trmﬂerred to the Ar-
my hesdquarters,” said the
Nepali-language daily, Rajd-
hani, quoting a palace official.

Those who received “strong
warnings” included two senior
army officials, the newspaper
said. Opposmon parties had
been demanding feprimands
against security officials on du-
ty at the palace on 1 June.

An official probe revealed that
Prince Dipendra had shot dead
nine members:of his:family at
Friday dinner before tummg

theg'uxll)onhxmself A se
report yfomerpnn mh
tary secretary, ‘Shanta

Kumar Malla, said the six aide-
de-camps and 11 others on du-
ty had failed in their mpomu—
bility to protect the famil
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POKHARA, zmv>_. }/'N\
1HJ Othe list of va&umioom, .Vn_z -

ing a royal massacre and a Maoist
. uprising, add this one: restless
Gurkhas.

Znﬂ& mocoBEnE.m anﬁoama Quawo re-
onunwm_omwggaﬁocz Com-
mission on Human Rights, claiming
Gurkhas are subject to racial discrimina-

tion by the U.K. because their pensions

are lower than those of wﬂamw army reg-

. ulars.

Nepalese . mercenaries who have

fought for the British for nearly 200
years, Gurkhas are feared the world

over, partly because the British spread’

the story that Gurkhas couldn’t draw:

their trademark curved knives, kukri,
without drawing blood, ?dmmnmzw by
severing a head.

Gurkhas fought in the British em-
pire’s First War of Indian Independence,
two of three Afghan Wars, both world
wars, and more recently, Kosoveo. In
1910 they guarded the body of King Ed-
ward VII as he lay in state. Today,
Gurkhas gerve as occasional oaonrg to
Queen . Elizabeth II, and retired
Gurkhas pretect the leaders of Singa-
pore and Brunei.

But back home, some Gurkhas are
turning igigha:headache for their own
government. Their complaints under-
score thePpressires on Nepal’s 10-year-
old democracy: It isn’t just that the coun-

try is remote, feudalistic and poor; the

"Nepalese increasingly expect the gov-
mgaﬁ towork for them.’

Ooawan_. Capt Man Bahadur Gu-
rung, the deputy mayor of the back-
packef haven of Pokhara. He served 31
years for the British, fighting commu-
nism in 1950s and 1960s in what is now
Malaysia and Indonesia.

Today, he’s a communist himself.
‘Standing in his office, he points to a por-
trait of the general secretary of the
United Masrx#t-I eninists, Nepal’s main
ovvo@g pexty. “Some people say Karl
Marx is still alive and lives in Nepal. This
man is Karl Marx,” he says approvingly.

One of Capt. Gurung’s causes is a

~—

group calléd Gurkha Army Ex-Service-

men’s Organisation, or Gaeso, a sort of
ground zero for Gurkhas who are un-
happy with British treatment and the

- plastered with big blue-an

Gaeso’s Pokhara :owamcm:anm. near
a major British recruitment camp, is
nd-white sign-
comam “Equal Danger, Equal Re-
ward,” says one. Across the street at
Gaeso's women’s auxiliary, the Gurkha
Army Ex-Woman Organisation, a sign
says, “We Fought 200 Years for British
Sovereignty, In Return We Got m.mE,
Nothing More.”

The group’s willingness to pressure
the UK. is nettlesome for Nepal.
Gurkha paychecks bring in valuable for-
eign currency. “If you press too hard, the
British will decide to get rid of these
troubiemakers,” worries Deepak Gu-
rung, leader of a rival Gurkha group
with similar objectives but which dislikes
Gaeso’s confrontational style.

Inside Qmamb headquarters, a half-
dozen vets grumble. One man says after
fighting for eight years in the 1960s, he
now lives on 3,000 Nepalese rupees a
month he earns running errands for
Gaeso. “I fought for the British,” he
says. “No welfare, no pension.”

" Gurkhas take their name from the
village of Gorkha, where a Nepalese
prince first allowed the British to recruit
his subjects in the 1800s. The British
East India Co. had just defeated Nepal
in a war, but admired their foes. The
Nepalese were strong and loyal, and ac-
cording to a 100-year-old recruitment
handbook, they even ate faster than In-
dian recruits, &EEE.& elaberate Hindu
mealtime rituals.

Today the British still employ about
3,800 Gurkhas, partly because it’s be-
coming harder to recruit at home. About
pwoﬁwm@.&ncw.gﬁﬁamﬁngw
by as much as 183 per cent, bringing it in
line with the British soldiers’ pay. Pen-
sions remain lower, but most Gurkhas

are discharged mana only 15 yeass, _annn
tirpe fora wnooaa career, w:amr officials
say.

The waamv also provide health care
in Nepalese villages, run a charity that
helps vets who are unable to work, build
S:mmo schools and carve liffside trails to
vets’ homes. Gurkhas come Ecmnw from
afew ethnic minorities in the mountains
(which is why so many are named Gu-
rung).

Afew decades ago vets wére satisfied
with meving back to villages after serv-
ing mostly in- Southeast Asia, which was
then undeveloped like Nepal. But in to-

. day’s post-colonial world, most serve in

the U.K. — and village life pales in com-

parison. “We're living in this IT age. Pve .

seen the world,” says Vishnu Gurung, a

45-year-old ex-serviceman who returned -

a year ago. He came from a mountain
hamlet, but since then he has lived in the
UK. mua Hong Kong. “We don’t want
to go back where we started.”

- Instead, many go to Pokhara, ‘E:m

buffalo grazing ground is today a-

Gurkha boomtown. Modern stone bun-
galows are sprouting by the hundreds.
Pokhara 38:5 went from zero to four
FM stations in three months.

Some Gurkhas go. into business.
Vishnu Gurung owns a lakeside restau-
rant, Fewa Park, caterifig to trekkers

heading for the snowcapped Annapur--
_nas that tower overthis town of 100,000.

Nearby is the Gurkha Lodge, the Hotel
Gorkha, the Gurkha Heaven Hotel, and
My-Gurkha’s Restaurant.

But ex-soldiers making second ca-
reers in Nepal are the exception. Eighty
per cent of the population gets its liveli-
hood from subsistence farming, and
professional jobs are almost non-exis-
tent. Specialised Gurkha employment
agencies mainly offer more jobs abroad.
At one agency, a map.on the wall has
pins showing some options: land-mine

‘clearance in Mozambique; bank security

in the Solomon Islands. The ex-soldiers
work overseas, and their families stay be-~

hind, where niany fall prey to modern

mww_wm newest rgamnrﬁ gri EEEm Gurkhas

- . ] . , \-_I;i;
Former Gurkha soldiers making second
careers in Nepal is the exception, where
E.o?_mm‘wo:mﬂ_ jobs are almost non-existent

nnchBw Qooﬁ:ﬁ into Zm@m_ nEE_,oc
who take QEMm scam artists who trick
é:%ongm wives to invest the family

_savings in pyramid schemes.
Gurkha frustrations were given an
_outlet a decade ago when Nepal’s then-

king (the one recently massacred) insti-
tuted full democracy, allowing social ac-
tivism and press freedoms. A publication
called Gurkha Soldier Voice heralded the
arrival of Gaeso, which took a leftist
slant. Three years ago, it started getting
support from ‘the World Federation of
Democratic Youth, a group that used to
be known as a Soviet Front.

Pokhara’s deputy mayor Man Ba-
:hadur Gurung, a Gaeso adviser, says
he’s drawn to communism as a remedy
for government corruption and ineffec-

tiveness. “The morale of the public is

very low,” he says, “and it’s only made
worse by the recent royal massacre.” He
asks: If the goverhment can’t protect the
king, how can it protect anyone else?

The deputy mayor isn’t a Maoist, but
there are suggestions that a small num-
ber of Gurkhas or their families may be
helping - the Maoists. Some former
Gurkhas who served in the Indian army
have joined the Maoists as fighters, hu-
man-rights and military experts say.

Along Pokhara’s lakefront, support
for Maoists’ violent tactics is nil. Restau-
rateur Vishnu Gurung looks around his
empty eatery — tourists fled after the
royal slaughter — and says, “Political
turmoil is bad for business.”

(From The Wall m:ogx




’ﬁoirala
stands up to
Opposition
pressure

W
Kathmandu, May 30 (%\

Keshav Pradhan

NEPALESE PRIME Minister G P

olrala today reasserted his
authority over the ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) in the face of
mounting pressure from party
dissidents as well as Opposition
parties for his ouster.

A day after the end of a three-

/ day Communist-backed strike
that paralysed the kingdom till
yesterday, Koirala, as the NC pres-
ident, nominated his trusted aide.
Sushil Koirala, as general secre-
tary of the ruling party. Besides,
he put nine leaders, including two
of his relatives (foreign minister
C P Bastola and Lila Koirala) on
the central committee.

The Prime Minister's action
indicates that he is preparing to
take on all those who want to sack
him. He had put the nomination of
Sushil Koirala on hold since the
party’s national convention in
January because of objections
from the dissidents.

As Sushil Koirala himself stat-
ed, “ We want Koirala to lead the
Government as well as the party
for the sake of democracy and the
well-being of the Nepalese peo-
ple.” He described as “politically
motivated” the Commission for
[nvestigation of Abuse of Author-
ity's recent decision to caution the
Prime Minister in a disputed air-
craft deal with Austria’s Lauda
Aln

Since December last, a number
of NC parliamentarians, inctud-
ing former Prime Minister K P
Bhattarai, have sought G P
Koirala's resignation over the
deal. Besides, Opposition parties,
especially the Communists and
the Rashtriya Prajatantra Party,
did not allow Parliament to func-
tion throughout the winter ses-
sion over the issue.

What has worsened the situa-
tion is the Communists’ refusal to
hold dialogue with the Prime Min-
ister. Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist Leninist)
spokesman Pradeep Nepal said, *
We are ready to accept any other
person as Prime Minister, but not

(5 P Koirala. The longer he stays in
power, the more the couwntry will
suffer.” e



Nepal parties for
greater say In m
palace affairs |

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, June 26

NEPALESE POLITICIANS are
trying to tighten their grip over
the palace whose hallowed
image appears to have developed
cracks since the June 1 massacre
of King Birendra and his family.

The ruling Nepali Congress,
which has always supported the
concept of constitutional mo-
narchy since its inception 55
years ago, has taken the lead in
seeking some control over
palace affairs, hitherto solely
run by the King.

A week after the party held
discussions over the issue, its
ideologue and spokesman
Narhari Acharya, in a news-
paper article today, demanded
that Parliament be allowed to
take up issues like the selection
of the King'’s successor and the
conduct of the royal family.

Framed in 1990 after the
restoration of multiparty demo-
cracy, Nepal’s Constitution, gives
the Monarch the sole right to
choose his successor. It does not
allow any Constitutional body to
raise questions about the con-
duct of the royalties. Most Ne-
palese parties are against having
Prince Paras, King Gyanendra'’s
only son, as the Crown Prince
because of his alleged involve-

ment in atl;s&‘three hit-and-run

road mishaps. The Monarc has
put on hold the proclamatibn of
his son as his successor.
Acharya explained,” Earlier,
the Monarch was allowed to
have such authority because the
palace commanded immense
faith and respect among the peo-
ple. The June 1 massacre has
created a situation that calls for
a rethink on such provisions.”
The Nepalese have not taken
kindly to reports (as provided
by the inquiry commission on
the massacre) about the use of
narcotics and heavy weapons
by members of the royal family.
Earlier, unlike the British, they
did not take much interest in
the activities of the royalties.
It is possibly because of this
that King Gyanendra set up a
five-member team headed by
former military secretary Gen.
Shanta Kumar Malla to study
the palace’s security system.
The team is reported to have rec-
ommended prohibition on the
use of narcotics and firearms by
the royalties within the palace.
Earlier, King Gyanendra

"became the first Monarch to

throw open the palace for ques-
tioning by commoners after he
constituted the inquiry com-
mission. Far from satisfied, the
Communist Party of Nepal (M-
L) urged the new King to dispel

doubts about the massacre/



Koirala for ban 0n aggre

Keshav Pradhan )
Kathmandu, June 25 '04/\
THREE WEEKS after imposing
stringent security rules, Nepa-
lese Prime Minister GP Koirala
today called for suspension of
all aggressive political pro-
grammes for 10 years.

Koirala put this proposal
before the Opposition, which
has been seeking his resigna-
tion, on the opening day of the
Budget session of Parliament.

Earlier, Opposition MPs had
marched into the national secre-
tariat complex with placards
seeking his ouster for corrup-
tion and inefficiency. In sharp
contrast, both ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) and Opposition

1embers showered praise on

oot
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| ‘PALACE STAFF OVERLOOKED |

BRUG USE’

A PROBE has said palace staff failed to rqport that Prince Dipendra illegally
used drugs, a newspaper reported on Mojday. The panel set up by King
Gyanendra to review the palace security said rules were in place obliging
palace staff to report any illegal drug use by royal family members to their
superiors but they failed o follow them, the Raajdhari dally said. There was
no comment available immediatety from the paiace. The prince mixed hashish
and another unnamed drug in a cigarptte before embarking on the shoating
spree, another panel probing the cause of the bloodbath said in a report
released earlier. It added he had been using hashish for at least a year.

Reuters, Kathmandu

King Gyanendra for pledging
support to constitutional multi-
party democracy.

Koirala said: "It is my responsi-
bility to end the prevailing anar-
chic situation that has posed a
serious threat to the country's
social and economic life. T want to

create a national consensus on 14
programmes that I place before
you. For this, I am ready to make
any kind of sacrifice."

He then went on to propose
that all parties pledge not to
hold strikes and other political
programmes for 10 years to

HE AINGUSTAL

make ‘Nepal economically
strong. The NC has already
declared that it will not call any
strike in the future.

He also sought the Opposi-
tion's help for proper implemen-
tation of the integrated security
and Yevelopment programme
initiated by his government in
Maoist-hit areas.

Koirala emphasised the need
for a clear definition of the
Prime Minister's powers.

- Despite Koirala's prevent
appeal, the Opposition stuck to
its gun. Making a dig at the
Prime Minister. Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist) general secretary and
leader of the Opposition Mad-
hav Nepal said,” We will listen to

you if you step down ﬁrst/
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ﬁ ggal communists to launch
fresh stir against Koirala

\)\f\,\\

COINCIDING WITH the begin-
ning of the Budget session of
Parliament tomorrow, Maoist
insurgents and mainstream com-
munists in Nepal will launch
fresh campaigns against Prime
Minister GP Koirala over issues
ranging from promulgation of
new security rules to the royal
massacre.

King Gyanendra is likely to
deliver his maiden speech in Par-
liament on June 29.

To begin with, the Maoists will
tomorrow burn copies of the
security rules that allow deten-
tion of any person suspected of
working against Nepal’s sover-
eignty, integrity and public

HT Correspondeiit
Kathmandu, June 24

peace. They will later organise
demonstrations and awareness

The Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) chairman, Prac-
hand, aka Pushpakamal Dahal,
in a statement, said: “

By imposing the security
rules, the Government has
exposed its own anti-national
and fascist tendencies. This
comes at a time when people are
still shocked and angry over the
massacre carried out by the
agents of foreign reactionary
forces.”

On the other hand, a front of
nine mainline Left parties will
submit a protest letter to Koirala
tomorrow seeking withdrawal of
the security laws.

At a meeting at Bhaktapur
yesterday;, it alleged that the new
rules were imposed only to sup-
press the Communists.

The major Opposition, Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist Leninist), popularly
called UML, will also organise

protest programmes, Its §ecision
to renew the demand for
Koirala’s removal may again
stall the House proceedings.
Throughout the winter session,
the UML, along with other Oppo-
sition parties, did not allow Par-
liament to run even for a day,
seeking the Prime Minister’s res-
ignation over a controversial air-
craft deal.

“The demand for the resigna-
tion of the Prime Minister is well
justified,” said UML standing
committee member KP Oli.
Opposition leaders have taken
exception to the Government’s
failure to timely inform the peo-
ple about the royal massacre.
The Prime Minister is in charge
of palace affairs.

In the face of such strong
opposition, the ruling Nepali
Congress has called a meeting of
its MPs this afternoon to chalk
out its strategy.

‘HE HNDUST A 5



‘Maoists strike in Nepal districts

N
Keshav Pradhan \ &,
Kathmandu, June 18 \0\\ Y
MAOIST INSURGENTS havk
launched armed attacks in a
number of districts, including
Morang, where Prime Minister
G P. Koirala hails from, after the
shradh ceremony of the slain
King Birendra on Saturday.

The attacks come close on the
heels of the Maoists’ rejection of
the report prepared by the com-
mission of inquiry on the June
1 massacre at the palace. The
two-member commission was
set up by King Gyanendra
after he ascended the throne on
June 3.

According to reports, Com-
munist guerrillas tried to take
over a police post at Phurkot in
Kalikot district in western

Nepal early this morning.
Efforts are on to send police
reinforcements there.

The rebels, who were so far
mostly confined to the western
region, yesterday exploded a
bomb at a school in the eastern
district of Bhojpur. Similar
explosions reportedly damaged
three business establishments
in Biratnagar, Koirala’'s home-
town.

There was tension in neigh-
bouring Dharan where the
rebels bombed a police picket on
Saturday. One policeman was
injured. Bomb attacks on police
posts were reported from Jhapa
that borders Darjeeling
Palace security: King Gyanen-
dra has initiated a move to
improve security within and
outside the palace.

A team headed by former
principal security secretary
(palace), Gen Shanta Kumar
Malla, will study ways to
arrange for full-proof security
at Narayanhity Palace. It is like-
ly to prepare its report within a
day or two. There are over 2000
royal guards.

Parliament is likely take up
the inquiry report and security
lapses at the palace that led to
the killing of King Birendra
and his family, when its
budget session begins on
July 25.

The major Opposition, the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) has
been seeking a debate on the
report. Earlier, it refused to join
the commission, describing its
constitution as “undemo%."

HE HINDUS TAN [y,



_Noalcohol trace in Dipendra blood

“Koirala SOS to Atal
on carnage night’

Kathmandu \Ch
17 JUNE

N A startling revelation a
senjor military doctor has
claimed that no trace of alcohol
was found in the blood samples of
late crown prince Dipendra,
accused of committing the June 1
palace  massacre
under the influence
of liquor and drugs,
~ a newspaper report

said.

Brig (Dr)
Khagendra
Bahadur
Shreshtha,  who
carried out the
brain operation of
late Dipendra at the
Birendra Military
Hospital soon after
the shooting, had
told the high-level
official panel probing the incident
that no trace of alcohol was found
in his blood during the surgery,
leading Nepalese weekly
Deshantar Saptahik claimed.

Though blood samples collect-
ed from the shooting site showed
traces of nicotine, it did not
show traces of narcotics and psy-
chotropic substances, the report
said.

Dipendra: In cold blood

WHile making the enquxry
eport public on Thursday, speak-
er of the lower house Taranath
Ranabhat had said on the fateful
Friday night, Dipendra played bil-
liards by himself or spent some
time at the billiard room at the
Tribhuvan Sadan inside the palace
and in the course
of that drank one
or two pegs of the
famous  Grouse
whisky neat.

Quoting eye-
witnesses, he also
said four close rel-
atives of Dipendra
saw the crown
prince  swaying,
unable to hold
himself upright,
and wondering if it
was the effect of
the whisky, they
took him to his bed chamber
inside the Tribhuvan Sadan.

The two-member panel, head-
ed by chief justice Keshab Prasad
Upadhyaya had alleged that
Dipendra shot and killed his father
King Birendra, mother Queen
Aishwarya and seven other royals
with automatic weapons at the
palace, after a heavy intake of
liquor and drugs. — PTI

K.G. Suresh
KATHMANDU 17 JUNE

A PRO-LEFT local weekly report
published here alleged that
immediately after the June 1
massacre, the Nepalese premier
Girija Prasad Koirala had called
his Indian counterpart
Atal Behari Vajpayee
apprehending it was a
military coup. The later
had offered him mili- §
tary assistance, is nec- §
essary, according to the
report. Both  the
embassies in
Kathmandu has dis-
missed the report as
“baseless”.

Quoting  sources
close to the country’s
home minister

night, he called Mr Poudel
instead of rushing to the palace.
Thereafter, he telephoned
Vajpayee and briefed him about
his apprehension that it could be

Koira

Ramchandra
Poudel, the report in the weekly
“Samadrisht” alleged that as soon
as Mr Koirala was informed
about the shooting by the palace
secretary on the fateful Friday

a coup carried out by the army.

“Vajpayee  assured him
(Koirala) that if needed, India
would send its army and air
force,” the report said, adding
that Vajpayee had called a meet-
ing of top defence officials to
discuss the situation
in the Himalayan
kingdom.

However, on get-
ting some details of
the incident, Koirala
later called up
Vajpayee and urged
him not to send any
forces, but keep them
| as stand-by for any
| emergency, the report
said.

When contacted
Nepal's foreign minister Chakra
Prasad Bastola said, “Such news-
papers always carry wild allega-
tions and I do not want to ta
about it.”

Terming the report as “base
less”, a senior Indian embass
official said “these ultra-le
papers are always on the lookout
for India bashing. They do not;,
have any credibility.”
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“Decision to name
Dipendra King
questioned '

Keshav Pradhan b
Kathmandu, June 17

THE GHOSTS of the kepal
palace massacre refuse to die.
Even as his ascension to the
throne remains controversial,
King Gyanendra now faces the
daunting task of parrying ques-
tions raised by his people about

his predecessor.

A debate is raging in Nepal
over the legitimacy of the Raj
Parishad’s decision to proclaim
the late Crown Prince Dipendra
as King since the commission of
inquiry on Thursday held him

responsible for the killings.

A Marxist-Leninist leader said:
“It will take a long time for the
palace and the Raj Parishad to
convince people about their deci-
sion to make Dipendra the King.”
However, a Raj Parishad member
said: “We followed tradition to
make him the King. The throne
cannot remain empty King
Birendra was no more but his
successor was alive. The Crown
Prince was not dead biologically”

This is not enough to convince
all those who regard the inquiry
report as eyewash. “Why can’t
the palace now strip Dipendra of
his royal title since the commis- -
sion has proved him guilty?”

demanded a communist leader.

Meanwhile, a senior military
doctor has claimed that no trace
of alcohol was found in the blood

samples Prince Dipendra.

According to a pro-left weekly
here, when news of the killings
reached GP Koirala, he thought
it was military coup and called A
B Vajpayee for help. The latter
offered him military assistance,
if necessary. The report has been
dismissed as “baseless” by the
Nepal Government and the Indi-

an embassy here.

Related reports on Page I
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‘Maoist twist to

Keshav Pradhan 0 - N
Kathmandu, June 16$ t }\ \
DID THE slain King Birendra try
to shoot Crown Prince Dipendra
after being hit by bullets alleged-
ly fired by his son? Was Birendra
assassinated because he tried to
patch-up with Maoist insurgents
who want to turn Nepal into a
Republic?

These questions are haunting
the people of the Himalayan
Kingdom ever since the publica-
tion of the inquiry report on the
June 1 palace massacre and an
interview of Maoist chief Prac-
hand, aka Pushpakamal Dahal,
published in a local daily.

Despite having reservations
about the credibility of the
inquiry report, the people
have taken note of certain state-
ments made by Prince Paras
(King Gyanendra's son who
would now be the Crown Prince)
and Princess Shova (King Biren-
dra’s sister) in their depositions
before the commission of
inquiry.

In the report, Prince Paras
claimed, “The Crown Prince
threw away a 9-mm MP-5 auto-
matic sub-machinegun after he
shot the King and went out. The
King (who was hit by bullets)
picked up the gun before the
Crown Prince could return to
shoot the others for the second
time.”

Paras, who miraculously
escaped unhurt, added, “At that
point. Princess Shova took away
the aun from the King and

\

L/

AFP PHOTO

A file photograph of Prince Paras.

dropped it on the ground after
taking out its magazine. She
must have thought that was the
only weapon Dipendra had with
him. But I had seen the Crown
Prince armed with four
weapons.”’

i

the massacre tale

Princess Shova was quoted in
the report as saying, “Initially, I
thought it was a misfire. My
brother was trying to get up. [
said, ‘Leave that’, and snatched it
(the gun) from him.”

Prince Paras described the dis-
pute over Dipendra’s marriage to
Devyani Rana as the motive
behind the massacre. He
explained, “When I met the
Crown Prince at the palace, he
said he had already spoken to
Queen Aishwarya and Queen
Mother Ratna about his mar-
riage and would speak to the
King on Sunday (June 3).”

However, Rajiv Shahi, a
survivor and son-in-law of
Dhirendra (King Birendra’s
younger brother), had last
week told the media that there
was no discussion about the
Crown Prince’s marriage that
evening.

In a more startling revelation,
Maoist chief Prachand said inan
interview to the daily Nepal
Samacharpatra, “Dhirendra met
us a few days before the killings.
He told us King Birendra wanted
to meet us. We could not have any
such direct meeting immediately
because of some technical rea-
sons. He also apprised us about
King Birendra’s views about our
struggle.” Prachand added,
“According to Dhirendra, King
Birendra viewed our struggle as
a patriotic movement...We
thought Birendra could play the
role of Norodom Shianouk.”

Another report on Page I
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SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 2001

_/ NEPAL’S MOMENT OF INTROSPECTION

A PROBE PANEL in Nepal has outlined the scene
of King Birendra’s assassination in a massacre of
royal dignitaries that took place in his palace on
June 1 In determining the facts of the regicidal
tragedy, the investigating committee is of the
view that the slain monarch’s son and Crown
Prince Dipendra was the ‘‘sole” assassin. The
two-member panel has, however, left the mys-
tery unresolved in several key areas of inexorable
doubts. Surely, what Nepal needs the most at this
stage is absolute calm, and it certainly redounds
to the credit of the Nepalese citizens that their
first reaction 1s one of subdued scepticism, which
may be interpreted by the country’s leaders as a
subtle hint of acceptance of the latest findings.
Crucially, though, the high-power committee
does not throw much light on the motives that
might have driven Prince Dipendra, who too died
as a result of the carnage, to such heinous de-
pravitv. Nor has the panel drawn a definitive pic-
ture about the circumstances in which Prince
Dipendra, who later lay in a state of coma as the
uncrowned king for nearly two days, had sus-
tained the grievous wounds that finally caused
his death. Remaining still under some shadow of
doubt arc the initial “eyewitness accounts”
aboul the prince ending his murderous spree by
shooting himself with the same powerful weap-
ons that he brandished to kill his parents and
other royal relatives. By concluding that the
Prince had acted alone, the committee has, of
course, indicated that he was to blame for his
death. too.

The committee’s investigative reconstruct-
ion of Nepal's traumatic crisis has not enhanced
the credibility of the probe itself. It is, nonethe-
less, arguable in a highly subtle form of logic that
the panel may have also redeemed its prestige by
refraining from going beyond the ascertainable
facts. Yet, the panel's findings have been greeted
with a degree of scepticism in some political cir-
cles in Nepal, while the authorities seem inclined

to pronounce the ghoulish chapter closed. In es-
sence, the committee has identified Prince Di-
pendra as the only stalking gunman, who was
actually under the debilitating influence of drugs
and alcohol at the time “‘eyewitnesses’” of various
ranks in the palace saw him draw blood in a
bizarre act of serial-killing. Now, Nepal’s scepti-
cal politicians and a number of ordinary people
alike want to know how a man in a terribly
drunken state could have mustered the physical
stamina to wield heavy weapons and use them to
deadly effect. The doubts are spawned by the
very minutia outlined by the investigators in their

report. ,/sag \D \ lc

The present monarch, King Gyanendra, who
ascended the throne aften the demise of the un-
crowned Dipendra, is obviously keen that Nepal
does not inflict a political crisis upon itself in
these circumstances. Now, the anti-monarchist
rebels, who practise a Nepalese creed of people’s
war in a ‘Maoist’ fashion, have not been blamed
by the panel for the present uncertainties. Yet,
the democratic political leadership, already di-
vided over the manner in which the regicide-
probe was ordered, cannot be oblivious to the
‘Maoist’ challenge to contemporary Nepalese
polity. While the new monarch, too, will be
judged by the manner in which he might view
Nepal's tryst with democracy, the elected leaders
may find it necessary to try and evolve a new
balance of power within the country’s polity. The
rise of the '‘Maoist’ group and its perceived anti-
U.S. and anti-India orientations have already be-
come a matter of serious concern to some key
sections of the international community. Wheth-
er or not China can serve as an inspiration for the
Nepalese ‘Maoists’ in the evolving context of
Beijing's new politics, Kathmandu will do well to
set its political house in order as quickly as p
sible in the present context of a national j
spection.




ya King’s Commission

The report of the two-member fact-finding commission on the June 1
massacre of the royal family in Nepal contains no surprises. As
anticipated, there is no substantial departure in the official version from
the story that has already reached the Himalayan kingdom in dribs and
drabs — that a drunken crown prince Dipendra gunned down his parents
and other royals. Besides confirming eyewitness accounts of what
happened that fateful Friday night, the report also hints at a relationship
between Devyani Rana and the young prince. The new angle, if at all there
is one, is that Dipendra spoke to his lady friend at least four times that
night. However, this does not in any way explain the murderous rage that
followed. Indeed, much like the eyewitness accounts, the report leaves
unanswered a host of questions: Was Dipendra shot or did he kill himself?
Where were the security staff? What role did Paras, king Gyanendra’s son,
play? However, to dwell on these aspects interminably might be to further
fuel speculation and feed the rumour mills that thrive in Kathmandu.
Ever since the killings, Nepal has been awash with conspiracy theories,
with suspicion directed largely against the new king and his son. In such
an atmosphere of distrust, there is a danger of I’I](ISCIC ts steppmg in
to muddy the waters some more. ‘g‘v‘ou\ I\/Ea

It is to be expected that potential trouble-makers llke the Maois will
exploit the infirmities and gaps in the probe panel’s report to spread
disaffection against the elected government. In the prevailing vohatile
situation, this could set the nascent democracy on a perilous course. There
is no dispute that the political class thrown up by the struggle for democra-
cy has given a dismal account of itself in the last 10 years of multi-party
government: Not only has economic deprivation deepened but increasing-
ly the disenchantment with political parties has led to either a nostalgic
yearning for a return to monarchic authority or a perverse rooting for the
methods of the Maoists. For all their venality and failure to strengthen
democracy, the political parties represent the middle and moderate
ground between these two extremes. Hence, it is of paramount impor-
tance that every effort is made to ensure that democracy is not derailed at
this critical juncture. The full truth of the royal massacre may never be
known. Even in more evolved democracies with entrenched institutions
and processes, investigations of assassinations have not been conclusive.
Be it the killing of John Kennedy or Indira Gandhi, successive enquiries
and trials have not cleared up the mystery of the causes and circumstances
of the tragedy. The Nepal tragedy differs from what happened in India and
the US in one respect: The assassinations in India and the US caused mo-
mentary disquiet but did not endanger democracy. In stark contrast, tiny
Nepal is poised on a knife’s edge: The prevailing atmosphere of fear and
uncertainty is exactly what extra-parliamentary forces need to foment vio-
lence with a view to deliberately provoking the army to be called out. Such
a conflict can only come with its inevitable consequences for peace and
political democracy. Nepal must swiftly put this tragedy behind it and
move on — both for the sake of its people and in the interest of
maintaining the delicate equilibrium between parliament and the pa137
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Ghiri re, two
wo ) others
\g&% released

KATNMANDU, JUNE 15. Mr. Yubraj
Ghimire, editor of the mass-cir-
culated Nepalese daily Kantipur,
and two others arrested last week
on sedition charges were today
released on bail by a special

court here. W
A three-judge bench, presided

over by Mr. Justice Mohan Pra-
kash Sitaula, released Mr. Ghi-
mire, the managing director of
the publication, Mr. Kailash Sio-
hiya and the director, Mr. Binod
Raj Gyawali, after a day-long
hearing. The court asked Mr.
Ghimire to deposit Rs. 2000 as
security.

The three were arrested last
Wednesday following the publi-
cation of an article in Kantipur
by the underground Maoist lead-
er, Mr. Baburam Bhattarai, al-
leging a nexus between India’s
intelligence agency, RAW, the
U.S. CIA and the palace behind
the June 1 massacre of the royal
members.

Mr. Bhattarai and the publica-
tion's chairman, Mr. Hemraj
Gyawali, were declared abscon-
ders by the court as they had
failed to appear before it.

Coming out of the court, Mr.
Ghimire told reporters, “It is just
the beginning of the legal battle.
The court has rejected the Gov-
ernment’s plea for our custody.”

The bitter truth

A day after the report of the
official probe into the palace
massacre was made public, peo-
ple here are slowly coming to
terms with the findings that their
late Crown Prince Dipendra had
gunned down his father and oth-
er royal members, even as the

media and political leaders ap-~ .

pealed for calm.

“The situation in the Kath-
mandu valley is normal and no
untoward incident has been re-
ported so far. Nevertheless, the
police force has been put on high
alert,” the Superintendent of Po-
lice, Mr. Sagar Thapalia, told
PTI.

Shops, which had downed
shutters early last evening ap-
prehending violence, opened in
the morning with people going
about their routine.

Though the probe findings
were on the expected lines, peo-
ple who had earlier refused to
buy the theory of Dipendra’s in-
volvement in the killings are
now saying “it could be true”.

“We knew it was coming but
why did they have to cast so
many aspersions on a dead man,
that he was an alcoholic and
drug addict,” wondered a fan of
the Crown Prince.

“It is not easy to digest, but
how long can you disbelieve”
asked Mr. Shamsher Thapa, a
guard at a hotel in Khichakhopri.

The provocation behind Di-
pendra’s act and how he himself
was killed, aspects on which the
probe shed little light, are being
heatedly debated in every street
corner.

Panel to study report

The Nepal Government today
set up a committee headed by the
Chief Secretary to study the re-
port of the official probe into the
palace massacre and suggest
means to implement its recom-
mendations  that  included
strengthening the security of the
palace. The state-run Nepal radio
said the five-member Secretary-
level committee had been asked
to submit its report to the Cabi-
net within five days. .

g



ﬁm@ci names Dipendra as sole killer

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, June 1 /
THE PANEL probing the June 1
palace massacre in Nepal to-
night named a “drunk”™ Crown
Prince Dipendra as the man
“solely” responsible for killing
King Birendra, Queen Aish-
wariya and seven other royals.

Dipendra had spoken thrice to
his girlfriend Devyani Rana on
the mobile phone a little before
the shooting spree, it said.

But Taranath Ranabhatt, one
of the two members of the com-
mission and Speaker of Nepal’s
Parliament, who read out a syn-
opsis of the report at a televised
press meet at Singh Durbar,
added a disclaimer of sorts: “We
are merely presenting the find-
ings based on observations from
the spot, materials, scientific
tests and interrogation of wit-
nesses and (the) victims (who
survived). This is not the com-
mission’s verdict. The commis-
sion merely worked within the
periphery of the terms and ref-
erences set by the King.”

Ranabhatt, accompanied by
Keshav Prasad Upaddhya, pane!

chairman and Chief Justice of

Nepal’s Supreme Court, refused
to answer any questions.

The report said Dipendra in
Army fatigues fired indiscrimi-
nately at members of the royal
family who had been relaxing
after dinner in the billiard room
of the palace. It did not sayv
whether Dipendra had shot him-
self as claimed by an eyewitness
and some royal relatives.

The report said Dipendra first
shot King Birendra and then his
mother Queen Aishwariya and
the other royals. Dipendra had
“consumed alcohol and smoked
cigarettes laced with opium
before he walked into the bil-
liard room and gunned the roy-
als,” it said.

Before this, the Crown Prince
had made three calls to Devyani
from his cell phone. In the last,
he told to Devyani. *I am now

S

]

AFP PHOTO

Chief Justice Keshav Prasad Upadhyaya hands over the probe panel's report on the palace massacre to
King Gyanendra at Narayanhity Rayal Palace in Kathmandu on Thursday.

about to sleep. Good night. We
will talk tomorrow.” The report
was silent on Dipendra’s motive.

The weapons used by him.
including a 9 muin sub-machine
gun, a 12 bore French gun, 5.56
calibre rifle were displayed at
the Press meet.

Devyani talks

The 200- page report said
Devyani in her telephonic tape-
recorded interview to Nepal’s
envoy to India B B Thapa had
spoken of “a close relationship
with Dipendra”. The tape was

used as evidence by the panel.
Her parents toldthe panel that
there was contact between
Dipendra and Devyani. But
Devyani refused to detail her
conversation with Dipendra,
saying “they were matters con-
cerning her personal affair and
she did not want to say anything
about them."” the report said.
Gory reminders
During its visit of the mas-
sacre site, the probe team had
found brain tissues, a few teeth
and jaws, red tika, two ear pins,

broken pieces of red glass ban-
gles and blood stains where the
Queen was shot. No cartridge
cases other than those used by
Dipendra were found at the site.
Ranabhat said Dipendra had
come for the customary Friday
night dinner at 7.30 pm high on
his “favourite grouse whiskey™.
He then asked an %Srnﬁm,
rettes laced with opium andian
unidentified black substance,
Tipsy, he was swaying from
side to side and was taken to his
quarters by his bodyguard, bro-

AP PHOTO

Priest Bharat Satkota, dressed as King Dipendra, in a traditional
ceremony to exorcise the ghost of the dead monarch.

ther Nirajan, Prince Paras and
another relative, the report said.

Dipendra then made a phone
call to Devyani in Kathmandu.
She telephoned some of Dipen-
dra’s aides telling them that the
Crown Prince’s speech sounded
slurred. “Is he somewhat un-
well?” she asked the aides.

The aides then went looking
for the Crown Prince and found
him sprawled on the ground, try-
ing to take off his clothes. They
helped him. Next, Dipendra pro-
ceeded to the bathroom. After

coming out, he ordered the aides
to retire to their rooms, the
wmmoi quoted an orderly as gay-
ing. He later came down in ar\ny
fatigues to the billiard room akd
began the shooting spree, it said.
US concern

US ambassador to Nepal Ralph
Frank has expressed concern
that anti-Indian. anti-US and
pro-China Marxists are “on a
roll” in Nepal after the royal mas-
sacre. Armed Maoist guerrillas
were advancing with “no visible

opposition in the rural mwmmmx



KATHMANDY, JUNE 14. The official
probe into Nepal’s palace mas-
sacre tonight held the late King
Dipendra ‘solely’ responsible for
the killing of his father Birendra,
Queen Aishwarya and seven other
royals and said he spoke to his
girlfriend, Ms. Devyani Rana,
thrice on mobile phone shortly
before the shooting spree.

The two-member probe panel,
set up by King Gyanendra, in its
report made public, said a ‘drunk’
Dipendra in army fatigues fired
indiscriminately at the royal fam-
ily members who were relaxing in
the billiard room of Narayan Hiti
Palace after dinner on June 1,
echoing the eyewitness and other

i accounts which most Nepalese
i refuse to buy. The panel, headed
! by the Chief Justice, Mr. Keshab

Prasad Upadhyaya, did not say
whether Dipendra, who later died
in hospital, had shot himself.
The report, released by the Par-
liament Speaker, Mr Taranath Ra-
na Bhat, a member of the panel,
at a televised press conference,
said Dipendra shot his father Bi-
rendra first, then his mother fol-
lowed by the other royais.
Coming in the backdrop of
heightened security across Nepal
rocked by widespread violence in
the wake of the massacre, the re-
port said Dipendra had ‘“con-
sumed alcohol and smoked
cigarettes laced with opium be-
fore he walked into the billiard
room and gunned the royals.”
The Prime Minister, Mr. Girija
Prasad Koirala, the Leader of the
Opposition and general secretary

i of the Communist Party of Nepal

(Unified Marxists-Leninists), Mr.
Madhav Kumar Nepal, former
premiers and heads of the various
constitutional bodies, were pre-
sent when Mr. Rana Bhat read out
the report.

U.S. warns Maoists ‘on roll’
The U.S. Ambassador to Nepal,
Mr. Ralph Frank, has warned that
anti-Indian, anti-American and
pro-China Marxists are ‘on a roll’
in the Himalayan Kingdom after

Dipendra did

it:

A Brahmin priest, dressed as Nepal’s late King Dipendra, rides

report

into “‘exile’’ atop an elephant in Kathmandu on Thursday. The
symbolic ceremony is performed to banish the late King’s ‘ghost’
from the capital. — AP (Report on Page 14)

the palace massacre. Armed
Maoist guerillas are advancing
with “no visible opposition in the
rural areas” and trying to exploit

the vacuum left by the murdered
royals, Mr. Frank toid the Wash-
ington Times.— AFP, PTI, UNI

More reports on Iia—gy
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Nepal Needs New Vision Statement

W N

WITI—I the conclu§jion of the
traditional katto cgremony in
Kathmandu, a Hindu priest symboli-
cally exorcised the Himalayan king-
dom of the ghost of the murdered
king, Birendra. Another significant
symbolism was that the frail and el-
derly priest ritually took upon him-
self all the woes of the beleaguered
monarchy. Nepal can now go one
step further. Both the democratical-
ly elected parliament and the pre-
sent king, Gyanendra, can together,
exorcise the kingdom of the meddle-
some political and socio-economic
ghosts of the past and give Nepal a
progressive and modern makeover.

A new partnership between
Nepal's monarchy and the popularly
elected government will go a long
way in ensuring people’s participa-
tion. The fear of the so-called
Maoist rebels and the elite’s per-
ceived contempt for the margin-
alised, especially those living in
far-flung areas, have compounded
the deep divide between the haves
and the have-nots.

A large section of the Nepali
youth are underemployed. Earnings
are low and time hangs heavy on
their hands. Most areas of Nepal suf-
fer from lack of essential services
and communication facilities. At the
other end is the privilegentsia,
exemplified by a deified monarchy,
albeit a constitutional one. Elected
governments have come and gone
with the frequency and ferocity of a
Himalayan thunderstorm, leaving
governance in a shambles. All this
has provided a fertile ground for re-
sentment and rebellion. In bazaars
and backlanes, the smallest spark of
rumour can kindle a conflagration
waiting to happen. The Maoists have
sought to channelise and capitalise
on these popular outbursts. Howev-
er, the red banner in Nepal today
has no backing from China, its sup-
posedly one-time ideological men-
tor. Today’s Beijing is more interest-
ed in markets than in Maoism.

The scenario bears a startling
resemblance to Kashmir. The same
neglect, inadequate development,
practically no infrastructure, unem-
ployment and underemployment,
official apathy and rampant corrup-
tion. The other co-relation is that
both Nepal and Kashmir put all
their eggs in one basket: Tourism.
Income from tourism and the bene-
fits of its ripple effects are indeed,
considerable. But what happens
when there is a conflict situation —
internal or external? The economy,
crafted entirely around one industry
and sustained only in peace condi-
tions, falls easy victim to a cycle of
riots and their repercussions.

Is there a way out of this seeming
mess? Yes, if Nepal learns to see it-
self as something much more than

© just an exotic destination, more than

By NARAYANI GANESH

a Shangrila of rajas and ranis, gods
and goddesses, sacred peaks and
enchanted valleys. Like a burst from
an automatic weapon, the exigencies
of the 21st century can shatter the
fragile idyll — as indeed, they have
done. Many among the mourning
public have declared that they
now feel “orphaned” with the
death of king Birendra and
queen Aishwarya. At the other
extreme you have rebels who
reportedly want even the constitu-
tional monarchy abolished.

In many areas, local administra-
tion is notable for its total absence.
Hence, there is an immediate need
to resurrect village-level administra-
tive units, disbanded after the
abolition of absolute monarchy.
Instead of treating panchayati raj as
a pariah and an extension of an
autocratic monarchy, a new form
of panchayat government based
on democratic participation needs
to be encouraged.

The introduction of a new system

IN BRIEF

¢ Palace and parliament must
make common cause
against poverty and political
adventurism

¢ Nepal must see itself as
more than just an exotic
tourist destination

¢ Local government needs
to be revived

¢ An IT bond with India will
promote the knowledge
industry and open new
windows to the world.

of self-governance at the grassroots
level will not only exorcise ghosts
from the past but in fact help win the
confidence of the people. What we
have today is the phenomenon of
frustrated groups of locals becoming
laws unto themselves. In several
places on the tourist routes, it is com-
mon to find them manning make-
shift checkposts, collecting ‘toll
charges’ from passing vehicles. The
local constabulary willingly turns a
blind eye, in all likelihood having
been bribed into complicity.

One way to kickstart the develop-
ment process would be to set up
joint-venture educational institu-
tions all over Nepal, with the help of
friendly neighbours like India. The
obvious starting point is Informa-
tion Technology, the great new
equaliser. India has an international-
ly acknowledged headstart in the
knowledge industry and boasts a
vast pool of IT institutes and talent
who will only be too happy to set up
shop in Nepal to mutuaf) advantage.

India’s privately-run IT institu-
tions have done a yeoman’s service
in making the new industry avail-
able to a wide spectrum of people
across the country. They have trans-
formed education in Tamil Nadu by
offering courses in government
schools. During the day, school chil-
dren are taught on these computers
and after school hours, the institute
runs its private coaching centre here,
recovering costs and carrying on
with its business.

Why IT? Because it is an industry
that is non-polluting and offers con-
nectivity of crucial importance in a
country whose mountainous terrain
and lack of infrastructure are the
greatest bottlenecks to communica-
tion, commerce and progress. IT will
also help ensure greater coordina-
tion in governance and facilitate an
interactive development process.
Better communication ensures a
freer flow of reliable information in
the absence of which rumour mills
flourish. More than anything
else, information is the first step
to the gaining of seif-confidence
and empowerment, the two most
effective antidotes to the age-old
tyrannies of superstition, prejudice
and ignorance.

Other fields could similarly bene-
fit from such partnerships, like im-
parting training in subjects as varied
as medicine, engineering and techni-
cal disciplines. However, Indo-Nepal
cooperation in this area is already
evident at Pokhra, one of the most
beautiful tourist destinations in
Nepal. Here, the renowned Kastur-
ba Gandhi Medical College, Mani-
pal Trust of Karnataka has estab-
lished a full-fledged medical college.
More such joint ventures will surely
help channelise both official and un-
official efforts towards building a
constructive future for this remote
kingdom as well as provide other
countries the opportunity to con-
tribute and collaborate in complete-
ly non-political endeavours.

King Gyanendra, under the um-
brella of parliament, can forge a new
partnership with the people of
Nepal by making a public vision
statement, spelling out the govern-
ment’s plans for a vigorous cam-
paign against the twin threats of
abject poverty and the political ad-
venturism it can beget. India should
be only too happy to participate in
knowledge-enhancing ventures in
Nepal. After all, the two countries
share a common heritage and
culture that goes back to thousands
of years. Indo-Nepal ties transcend
any political or economic tectonic
shifts. By invoking the tradition of
centuries of pleasant cultural ang/so-
cial exchanges, India and Ne
now strengthen their frie
coming together in t
knowledge-enhance:

hip by
field of




~ Crisis and change in the kingdom

y the time this column ap-
pears, there would be more
speculations and revelations
about the tragic assassina-
tion of King Birendra of
Nepal and other members of his family
on June 1. Off the one hand, the tragedy
depicts the fragile emotional framework
within which Nepal’s royal family func-
tions, and on the other hand, it has sig-
nificant implications for Nepal’s domes-
tic politics for some time to come. But
first, a deductive analysis of what must
have happened on June 1 based on infor-
mation available so far, and of the man-
ner in which the government of Nepal
dealt with the tragedy in its immediate
aftermath. '

There is general agreement that the
crown prince, Dipendra, assassinated
the king and other members of the fami-
ly in a state of high emotional stress,
though some doubts have been ex-
pressed about this because the suicidal
wound which he inflicted upon himself
had its entry point on the left side of his
temple while he was a right-handed
man. In any case, the killings were com-
mitted by one of the persons present
during the royal family’s evening gath-
ering where no outsider could have been
there. ‘

That Dipendra was the perpetrator of
the violence has been-confirmed by sur-
viving members of the royal family That
King Birendra and Queen Aishwarya
did not have a harmonious relationship
with the crown prince because of his
lifestyle was generally known. King
Birendra and Queen Aishwarya, despite
all their royal privileges, were a re-
served, sober and generally conserva-
tive couple. Prince Dipendra, on the
other hand, was a person in more mod-
ern and feisty mode. His coming home
reportedly in a state of inebriation and
the resulting admonitions from his par-
ents might have triggered off the ghastly
violent reaction. One, of course, is curi-
ous as o why he spared Prince Paras,
son of the present king, Gyanendra,
while he practically massacred or
wounded everybody else present at the
family gathering.

he end result is the complete elimi-

nation of ghe main branch of the

ruling y founded by King
Prithvi Naraiy Shijanore than two cen-
turies ago. I ldnigterm perspective,
the killing of Kt Birendra:is the sec-
ond most significant political event in
Nepal in the last:81 years. The previous
one being King Tribhuwan’s seeking
refuge in thendjan embassy from the
Ranas and thgm oration of monarchy
inNepal with I

help.
The manner wftnfi‘ch the Nepalese
authorities dealt with the crisis was
both bizarre and confused. First of all,
they refused to accept or acknowledge
the unvarnished direct reports ahout the
assassination which emanated from the

The author [s former foreign
secretary of Indla

v \&
palace immediately afteX the killings,
specially about Prince Dipendra’s role.
Then there was the explanation that an

automatic weapon was accidentally trig-
gered off, because of which the members

of the royal family, including the king,’

were killed.

The ineptitude of these explanations
and their being half-baked and confused
reactions were obvious. First, what was
the logic of an automatic weapon being
available at an evening gathering of the
royal family? Second, such weapons
have safety latches. How did they get
into firing position? Third, how is it that
an accidental triggering off of such a

gun could precisely target the king who -

was in a different room, other members
of the royal family who were in an ad-
joining hall and the queen and one of the
princes, who were killed in a garden out-
side the room? Was the gun accidentally
fired self-mobile?

obody believed the first official
Nexplanation. There is fairly reli-

able information that the guns
used were either Israeli Uzior an AK-47,
and an M-16 automatic rifle. A pistol was
used by Prince Dipendra to kill himself.
Regardless of the constitutional or polit-
ical justification of Prince Dipendra
being designated the king of Nepal
while he was still in a coma was even’
more bizarre. It was perhaps an attempt-
ed exercise to exonerate him from the vi-
olence which he reportedly perpetrated.
This became an abortive attempt with
Dipendra also passing away. King Biren-
dra’s younger brother, Gyanendra Bir
Bikram Shah, has been enthroned as the
Kking of Nepal.

Initial reports indicate that he isnot
an entirely popular choice, but he is the
unavoidable choice given the laws of
monarchical succession in Nepal. Gen-
eral reports are that he is a more gregar-
jous and well-read persoh compared to
King Birendra. He also has a reputation
of having a more assertive personality
and a decisive approach to issues com-
pared to the late king. Though interested

and knowledgeable about the politics

of Nepal and the world, he kept aloof
from the political management of the
kingdom during his brother’s reign.
He is known to be a man having clear
views and convictions: Becoming the
monarch is not likely to change his
personality.

The question — the answer to which
only time will tell —is how he will adjust
to becoming a constitutional monarch,
the role bequeathed to him by his late
brother. The prime ministers of Nepal
would certainly have to deal with a more
assertive personality in Gyanendra
compared to his predecessor, who con-
sciously transformed himself from an
absolute to aconstitutionalmonarch.

There are two questions w
answers. What is the kind of Ngpal that

Gyanendra will have to mangge? And

h nceéd

J.N. DIXIT

what is the kind of Nepal India would
have to deal with in the aftermath of this
violent tragedy? The obvious and fore-
most challenge that King Gyanendra
faces is to continue the tradition of
being a constitutional monarch which
King Birendra created and assiduously
nurtured over the last decade and more.
He will have to cope with pressures advo-
cating his assuming greater authority in

the face of internal political uncertain-

£y g

tween the standards of living in the
Kathmandu valley on the one hand, and
the rest of Nepal on the other, is a desta-
bilizing factor. In fact, when compared to
the manner in which Nepal’s political
parties are functioning, the two factors
stabilizing Nepalese politics are the
monarchy and the armed forces, stabili-
ty being dependent on the relationship
between the monarchy and the armed

ties. Resisting these advocacies in the iny, .. - ‘ By no stretch of the

terest of nurturing democracy would be:

the most significant responsibility of
King Gyanendra.

Though democracy stood restored
from 1990 in Nepal, Nepalese politics has
been highly volatile. Political parties are

—c

faction-ridden with bewilderingly nu--

merous ideological orientations and po-
litical motives. There have been 10 gov-
ernments in Nepal during the last 11

years, alternating between the Congress .

Party, the Communist Party and coali-
tions of that country. Nepal remains one
of the least developed countries in the

world with problems of unemployment, :

illiteracy, low productivity and lack of
infrastructure, all reflected in the low
per capita income of roughly § 214 per

Nepal has been subject to politi¢al vi-
olence, especially over the last three to
four years with the Maoist wing of the
Communist Party advocating the over-
throw of the menarchy and the creation

h#ve migrated to Nepal from Bhutan:

the problem of Nepalese ]féfugees who

der political pressure. Disparities be-

of g repubfic. Nepalalso haso cope with

. imagination would any-
" body in India have desired
‘the elimination of the late
king of Nepal ,

R

forces high command and their jointly
being supportive of the processes of
evolvingdemocracy in Nepal.

To respond to the second question
_about Indian concerns, we should do
- whatever we can to disprove the absurd

charges levelled by the Communist
Party{Maoist) that the assassination of
KingRirendra was the result of an Indi-
an conépiracy. By no stretch of the imag-
inatiettwould anybody in India bave de-
sired theelimination of the late king. He
was-highly respected by the Indian
establiskment and by Indian political
-circles. '
--He was greatly admired for the role
: he-played in nurturing democracy in
Nepal. He was the major positive influ-
ence in »ﬁnprpving Indo-Nepalese rela-

tions after the difficulties which our re-
lations went through in the late Eighties
till 1991. Theories about Indian conspira-
cies and collaboration between the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency of the United
States and Indian inteiligence agencies
are fanciful hallucinations of motivated
and mendacious political circles in
Nepal. There has been criticism both in
Nepal and in India about India recogniz-
ing King Gyanendra and offering what-
ever assistance the prime minister, G.P.
Koirala, needed.

Gyanendra ascended the throne

with the consent and endorsement
of the cabinet and all the political par-
ties of Nepal, except the Maoists. India’s
not recognizing the king would have cre-
ated a major crisis in Indo-Nepalese rela-
tions. The Indian decision was both nec-
essary and logical. India has rightly not
commented on the investigative com-

The criticism is not justified. King

‘mission and so on appointed by the

Nepalese government to report on the
assassination. The Communist Party of
Nepal withdrawing from the inquiry
commission nominated by King Gya- .
nendra is a purely political and partisan
decision, confirming the party’s politi-
cal agenda and its perceptions regarding
Nepal’s public opinion on the issue. In
any case, this is an internal affair of
Nepal. One, however, is convinced that

~full facts regarding the assassination
should be ascertained and made public

to avoid political controversy and from
India’s point of view, to prevent any mis-
understanding between India and
Nepal, given the Nepalese Maoists’ alle-
gations regarding India.

Nepal’s importance to India remains
undiminished. It is an important buffer
state between India and China. A cooper-
ative relationship with Nepal is essen-
tial to prevent Indian separatist move-
ments and Pakistan’s Inter-Services In-
telligence from using Nepal as a base for
fomenting centrifugal impulses in India.
Nepal’s stability and Nepal’s friendship
is therefore of great importance toIndia.
The prospects of cooperation in the
sharing of hydro-electric power and for
trade are potentially enormous. . -

India should also be willing to extend
cooperation to Nepal (subject, of course,
toNepal’s wishes in the matter) to build
up Nepal’s economic infrastructure and
technological capacities. We should be
willing to provide Nepal with trade and
transit facilities to overcome Nepal's
landlocked status to the maximum ex-
tent possible, The minor territorial dis-
putes that exist with Nepal'should be re-
solved in a spirit of mutual accommoda-
tion. Signals to this effect should be con-
veyed to the new king and to the govern-
ment of Nepal. :

mSment of crisis is also.a mo-
ment of change. India should uti-

who has come to power,
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The International Press Institute
(IP1), the global network of editors
and media executives, today is-
sued a press reiease condemning
the Nepal government’s decision
to arrest the three. “In any demo-
cratic society, the media plays a
crucial role of informing the pub-
lic, such a role involves the right
to express opinion, especially
where no further factual informa-
tion has been provided,” the IPI
release said.

Demanding the release of the
detainees, the IPI said: “IPI calls
upon the Nepal government to up-
hold its Constitution that express-
ly guarantees freedom of the
media.”

Over 350 working journalists,
local and Kathmandu-based for-
eign correspondents, marched
from New Road to the police su-
perintendent’s office carrying
placards denouncing the govern-
ment’s action. “We want to enjoy
press freedom under the demo-
cratic constitution,” they said in
their letter to the police. “We se-
verely condemn this step taken at
a time when the press is being es-
tablished as an industry in Nepal
and politics is in the process of
being democratised and we also
express our solidarity with jour-

nalists placed under detentlon ”
the letter added.

- Nepal returns
Wb towork

All major political parties, in-
cluding the Communist Party of
Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist),
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP),
Samyukta Jana Morcha Nepal
and Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist-Leninist), have also con-
demned the arrests,

After an 11-day mourning,

Kathmandu today returned to |

work as banks, schools and gov-
ernment offices opened for the
first time since the carnage of
June 1. The special probe commis-
sion investigating the killings is
likely to finalise its report on
Thursday, but government
sources have said it will only be
made public next Monday, once
King Gyanendra has had the
chance to study it.

Few Nepalese expect it to con-
clude anything other than what
witnesses have already said —
that Crown Prince Dipendra, who
became king while he lay in a
coma, gunned down his family in
a drunken rage apparently
sparked by his parents’ opposition
to his choice of bride.

UK warning
British citizens have been advised

against travelling to Nepal until :

further notice. The foreign office

said violence could break out after |

the inquiry panel’s report on the :

killings is published.

YHe |
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‘Maoists moot interim 1.Shah’s
Govt VVlth Left forces

{C\ o
E‘\

HAILING THE slain King
Birendra as “a patriot who
never bowed before India”, Ma-
oist insurgents have proposed to
form an interim government of
Left, republican and patriotic
forces in the Hindu kingdom.

Since the beginning of their
“people’s war” for a Republic in
February 1996, the rebels belon-
ging to the underground Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
have set up parallel administra-
tions in over 20 districts, mostly
in poverty-stricken western
Nepal. Since April, it has made
inroads into villages around the
Kathmandu valley following
Mao Zedong’s encircling-town-
with-villages strategy.

CPN (Maoist) chairman Prac-
hand, in a statement published
in a pro-Communist weekly
today, said, “The proposed inter-
im government will formally
establish a people's Republic
here as kingship practically
ceases to exist now.”

Without naming any one, the
statement said, “ Patriotic Ne-
palese can never, legally or ethi-
cally, accept the main villain of
the massacre at the palace.”

It described Prime Minister
G. P. Koirala as “the most servile
person who is trying to give
legitimacy to the perpetrators of

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, June 1

,

AFP PHOTO

A file photograph of Maoist rebeis
at Piscar, a remote mountain vil-
lage 200km from Kathmandu,

the massacre.” It ruled out the
possibility of the two-member
commission of inquiry, set up to
probe the June 1 Killings, bring-
ing out the truth.

Madhav Nepal, Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist) general secretary and
leader of the Opposition in Par-
liament, said,” We are just going
through their statement.” His
party is a staunch supporter of
constitutional monarchy.

The Communist Party of
Nepal (Marxist Leninist) had
earlier asked for a national gov-
ernment comprising the Mao-
ists to resolve problems arising
out of the latter’s rebellion. A
leader of the party said, “We
wanted a national government
to solve the existing problems,
not to end the present system.”

The Maoist chief alleged that
the palace killings were a result
of “the move of the US to encir-
cle China and India’s attempts
to promote its expansionist
interests in Nepal.” (For quite
some time, Nepalese Commu-
nists have been wary of the
growing friendship between
Washington and Delhi.)

Addressing the Royal
Nepalese Army, the Maoist
leader said, “So long you pro-
tected King Birendra and other
patriots. Now, it is time for you
to take part in the formation of
the interim government.”

Speculation has been rife
over the nature of relationship
between the palace and the
Communist rebels ever since
Rameshnath Pandey, a royal
nominee in Parliament, secretly
met the Maoist chief a couple of
months ago.

Since the palace massacre,
the rebels have been claiming
that the slain monarch was
against the deployment of the
army against them.

Paris, June 12 /

LEILA PAHLAVI (31), daught
of the late Shah of Iran, d_ie

in her sleep on Sunday
did not reveal the cau

wounds. Exiled
nine, she never

as partlcularly

shgred wholeheartedly the suf-
feying of her countrymen.”
Leila was born on March 27,
970, the youngest of the Shah's
our children.

’{ n an interview with Spain's
(0]

la magazine last September,
she said she missed her home-
land. “I have lived almost all my
life abroad, but I've stayed just as
Iranian as if I had never left my

country.”
Reuters



Monarchy should go: Maoists

1 PRESS TRUST OF IND!A

- KATHMANDU, June 12. —

- underground Maoist rebels in
. Nepal today called for an end to
- monarchy and establishment of
. an interim government in the
. Himalayan kingdom. This even
. as Opposition parties made a

scathing attack on the GP Koir-
ala government over. its han-

© dling of the palace massacre and
' sought a national consensus to
! deal with the crisis.

. According to Janadesh, a Mao-
. ist mouthpiece, the politburo of
; the Communist Party of Nepal
. (Maoist) presided by its supreme
- leader Comrade Prachand pass-
. ed a resolution announcing.the
. end of monarchy in Nepal.

' Alleging that as part of their
- conspiracy to corner China,
' American imperialists and Indi-
: an colonialists in collusion with

the palace had conspired to elim-
inate King Birendra, who was
an “obstacle” in their path, the
party said constitutionally and
morally, the new monarch has
no stature to occupy the high of-
fice, the weekly said.

Giving a virtual call to revolt, the
Maoists, who control large territo-
ry in Nepal also called upon the
royal army to join hands with pa-
triotic, democratic and Leftist
forces in the formation of an inter-
im government, if said.

Leaders of Opposition parties
launched a broadside against
the Koirala-led Nepali Congress
government charging it with
mishandling the situation in the
aftermath of the palace massa-
cre and not taking the Opposi-
tion into confidence.

The government totally failed

of the royals and protests.

The situation in Nepal is seri-
ous and there is a genuine need
for consensus among the politi-
cal parties. The government
should call an all-party meeting
to discuss the state of the nation,
the former foreign minister and
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party
leader, Mr Kamal Thapa, said.
Scribes remanded till Friday:
A Nepal court has told the gov-
ernment it had until Friday to file
formal charges against three top
newspaper executives arrested
last week on suspicion of sedition,
a senior employee of the top-sell-
ing daily said, adds Reuters.

The court today ordered that
the three men, including Yuvar-
aj) Ghimire remain in custody
until Friday.

in managing information and B Govt offices reopen
handling the funeral procession in Nepal, page 9
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Professor Kalim Bahadur
South Asian Studies,
JNU

PAL has been swept as if by a tor-
nado during the last week. The
royalty which dates back to the late
eighteenth century has had a che-
quered history. The monarchy which
had been converted into a puppet of
the Rana rule for more than a centu-
ry was emangipated in 1950 with the
intervention of Jawaharlal Nehru. After
a brief democracy lasting a year, King
Mahendra dismissed B P Koirala’s
democratically elected
government in 1960
and then followed
three decades of auto- |
cratic regime of the |
King and his
Panchayati Raj. It was
only the united strug-
gle led by the Nepali
Congress and the
Leftists that made it |;
possible in 1990 to
establish the democ-
ratic system. True,
King Birendra had
proposed a pro-
monarchic Constitution based on the
discredited Panchayat system but ulti-
mately he relented and Nepal was pro-
claimed a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual,
- democratic, independent, indivisible,
_sovereign, Hindu and Constitutional
Monarchy. This was possible only
because of the positive role played by
the late King Birendra who, respect-
ing the popular will, accepted the real-
ity and the strength of the democrat-
ic movement and agreed to the con-
stitutional reforms and thus helped in
the restoration of parliamentary demo-
cratic political system in the country.
All through the ups and downs of
history, the monarchy in Nepal has
enjoyed great loyalty and prestige
among the people. What traumatised
the people of Nepal was that the true
facts were not being revealed to them.
The allegation that the massacre was
perpetrated by the Crown Prince
Dipendra is widely disbelieved. Prince
G¥anendra’s enthronement is also
being resented. It was only after sev-
eral days of public outcry and violent
demonstrations that an inquiry com-
mittee has been appointed. This gave
rise to all sorts of conspiracy theories.
All this has seriously damaged the
monarchy. The new King Gyanendra
will have the challenging task of restor-
ing the legitimacy of the monarchy.

“EBATE

The political commitments of King
Gyanendra to monarchy and postures
against democratic systems are causes
of concern. The people of Nepal are
politically conscious and they have won
their fight against autocracy and for
democratic rights after a prolonged
struggle. They would not allow foreign
intervention in their domestic affairs
and they would oppose any attempt
to revive the King Mahendra type of
autocratic system in the country.

A landlocked country sandwiched
between two mighty and large coun-
tries like China and India has to main-
tain its relations with its neighbours
with great care. The
large neighbours of
Nepal between them-
selves have an uneasy
relationship. It was
King Mahendra who
had cultivated rela-
tions with China. In
1988 Nepal had an
arms deal with China.
| Nepal had also pro-
| posed a Zone of Peace
] Proposal which was
seen in India as
attempt to cut Nepal's
stake in security and
natural relations with India. During
the recent years Pakistan has also
shown interest in the developments in
Nepal and has increased its activities
in the area as indicated by the Indian

Airline hijacking case in December :

1999. Therefore, these elements may
support an unpopular monarch in the

Kingdom in their own interest and to :

create a wedge between Nepal and
India. In this background India’s con-
cern at the developments in Nepal
could be well grounded. India and
Nepal are two neighbours closely relat-

ed to each other in many ways. The :

closeness of the two countries has pro-
vided a special dimension to their rela-
tions. Indo-Nepal relations have been
through many ups and downs. The
Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, 1950, issues of trade and
transit, the Tanakpur project, etc., have
been milestones in the relationship
between the two countries but have

also been issues of contention and con-

troversies. The present developments
in Nepal, where monarchy has been

weakened and the elected government :

has failed to control and manage the
political crisis, and where a Maoist

armed insurgency is spreading, and the :
entire population is confused and dis-

enchanted, certainly cause concern.
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epal: Implications for India

The recent massacre of the royal family in Nepal has sent shockwaves through

the tiny Himalayan state. How do these developments affect India? That is the
question we put to our distinguished panel. We present three views:

-
Aravinda R Deo N\ ¥
Former Indian Ambassador

to Nepal
O\
’I‘fnl_E massacre of King Birendka and

s family no doubt marks a major,
if most unfortunate, milestone in that
kingdom’s history. It is not that coun-
tries of South Asia are strangers to such
gory incidents, but this is a first in that
an entire branch of the Royal family
was wiped out in a massacre the blame
for which is being put at the doorstep
of one who himself is now dead.

The bullets that brought down King
Birendra and his entire

by an insurgency-like situation referred
to as Maoist guerrilla activity by the
media both in Nepal and outside. The
self-styled Maoists make no secret of
their desire to do away with bourgeois
democracy and would like nothing
more than an interregnum of turmoil
and ferment before achieving their final
objective doing away with monarchy.
The course of an insurgency can be as
unpredictable as of Himalayan rivers
in spate. Both can play havoc and nei-
ther the fury of nature nor the extrem-
ist fervour of an insurgency can be con-
trolled easily once it is unleashed and
is in full flood.

Given Nepal's geo-

immediate family have
also shot a few ques-
tion marks at the very
institution of monar-
chy in Nepal, looked
upon as the one insti-
tution that held togeth-
er the ethnic, religious
and cultural diversity
of its people.

Today, more than
ever before, the insti-
tution of monarchy
faces an unprecedent-
ed challenge. In
today’s world even
monarchs need a variant of their peo-
ple’s mandate and that can come only
by winning their trust and confidence.
Gone are the days of invoking the divine
right of kings. The new monarch’s pri-
ority ought to be regaining his people’s
trust by a style of governance informed
by sagacity, integrity and transparency.
Undoubtedly, King Gyanendra is fully
aware of this and would choose his own
methods for securing the institution of
a constitutional monarchy. Multi-par-
ty democracy could perhaps provide
him with the best instrument and inter-
face for stabilising Nepal.

What kind of allies would be need?
More than allies he needs assured sup-
port of genuine friends. A remark attrib-
uted to Prithvi Narayan Shah — the
founder of Shah dynasty — that Nepal
is a yamn caught between two stones (he
was referring to the two empires : China
and British India) deserves to be recalled
at this hour. It should not be beyond
Nepal's ingenuity to manage its rela-
tions with both India and China keep-
ing in mind geographical and historical
realities. Nepal’s friendship with one
need not exclude friendship with the
other. But Nepal should take into
account security sensitivities of its neigh-
bours in its own interest.

Western Nepal is currently wracked

graphical location and
unique relationship
with India marked by
an open border and
unrestricted access for
Nepali goods to Indian
markets, any prospect
of instability in Nepal
cannot but ring alarm
bells in India. The
land-mass of Nepal in
flux could provide a
safe haven for anti-
Indian forces of all
| hues induding foreign

terrorists, anti-social
and criminal elements. Drugs, guns and
goons can flow freely into India from
across Nepal posing a very serious prob-
lem for managers of India’s security.

That is why the government of India
must watch with special interest how
the political situation in Nepal devel-
ops. It is as much in India’s enlight-
ened self interest as in Nepal’s to have
a stable and economically progressing
Nepal. India must therefore help in
every possible way Nepal's rapid eco-
nomic and infrastructure growth with-
out compromising on the essential com-
ponents of its own political, commer-
cial, economic and security concerns.
Nepal's Parliamentary democracy can-
not thrive under economically arid and
deprived conditions. It has an obliga-
tion to fulfil the common man’s polit-
ical and economic aspirations and inter
alia provide a valuable shield for a con-
stitutional monarchy.

The government of India needs to
focus on Nepal afresh and keep its mind
focussed for years to come. Its record
is far from encouraging. Indian policy
towards all its neighbours needs to be
consistent, marked by a positive but firm
attitude without being provocative.

Unfortunately, India is far too often vac- 3
illating and when it acts it is often :

provocative without being firm.

C Uday Bhaskar
Deputy Director,
IDSA, New Delhi

N unstable Nepal would be inher-
ently detrimental to India’s com-
prehensive security and related stabili-
ty, and this abiding reality of the sub-
continent cannot be ignored. In the past
decade, the monarchy in Nepal as rep-
resented by the late King Birendra
played a significant and visionary role
in stabilising the internal socio-political
dynamic in the mountain kingdom as
it made a tentative transition from an
absolute to a constitu-
tional monarchy.
However, the bloody
killings of June 1 and
the anger and sorrow
this tragedy has
unleashed among the |;
Nepali people will
have a long-term
influence on the
nature of the relation-
ship between the
monarchy and the
nascent democratic
ethos in Nepal. The
manner in which the
assassination of the
Royal family has been re-constructed
and the many gray areas that still need
to be addressed will determine the kind
of response that the new King
Gyanendra will generate among his peo-
ple. This to my mind will be crudial in
defining the ambience of the post-
Birendra monarchy in Nepal.

I do not believe that the events of
June 1 will mark the beginning of the
end of the monarchy in Nepal. The
institution of the monarchy in Nepal
goes beyond its political salience and
has a deep socio- religious symbolism
wherein the reigning monarch is seen
as an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, a
principal deity in the Hindu pantheon.
The new king and his son will need to
earn the respect and affection of his
people to revert to the rhythms nur-
tured by his late brother. To that extent
there is an inherent contradiction in
the current situation in that while the
institution of the monarchy continues
to be deified and venerated in the col-
lective Nepali psyche, the current
incumbent is perceived differently. If

¢ this tension between the ruler and his

people festers, it could prove malig-
nant in the long-term.

The possibility of an unpopular
monarch soliciting external support
may not be a valid proposition in the

present times. Presuming that partic-
ipatory politics will rise up to the pre-
sent challenge, one may infer that the
monarch will function within the para-
meters of the constitutional role that
has since evolved. In such an exigency,
the ability of an unpopular monarch
to actively seek external support to bol-
ster his reign in the face of popular dis-
affection would be remote.

The alternative scenario is the possi-
bility of the ruling establishment in Nepal
— that is the elected political leaders
and the monarchy not being able to
contain and calm the current societal
turbulence. In such an exigency, the
__ prevailing unrest could

{ adversely  impact
1 those parts of India
contiguous to Nepal.
However, one hopes
that this scenario
would not unfold.
The security
dimension for India as
regards Nepal is com-
plex and is impelled by
the distinctive geogra-
phy of this land-locked
Hindu kingdom.
Nepal is the buffer
Jd between two Asian
giants, India and
China. Atone level the anxiety in Delhi
about Nepal has its genesis in the strate-
gic perceptions of British India in the
19th century that was deeply conscous
of the China factor. This particular card
has been played by Kathmandu in the
past vis-a-vis its relations with India but
the late King Birendra resolved this irri-
tant with deft diplomacy and sagacity.
While China is a perennial challenge to
India, recent trends suggest that Beijing
itself may not encourage any such zero
sum approaches in the region.
¢ What is of greater concern to India is
the latent anti-India feeling in Nepal:
witness the Hrithik Roshan incident.
In the last decade, as part of a complex
pattern of low intensity conflict and
religious extremism aimed against India,
the periphery has been used to sustain
such activities. The Pakistani ISI is per-
ceived to be very active in Nepal and
the hijacking of the Indian Airlines flight
from Kathmandu in December 1999 is
case in point. It is not incidental that
the Indian ministry of defence report
notes: “The use of Nepalese territory by
external vested interests inimical to the
friendly relations between India and
Nepal has also engaged the attention
of the two governments.” This atty
tion must be focussed apd approgriate
to the need of the hour.
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"Nepal to hold editor

@ Continued from Page 1 ?{%\_r . X .
first appearance in court sincd being delained onYune 6 on sedition

arges. Mr Ghimire is the editor of Nepal’s mos( influential newspaper.
g‘aﬁﬁgir Along with him, the paper's publishing executives Kailash »
Sirohiya and Binod Raj Gyawali were also detained. The three were ihi- |
tially charged with sedition for printing an article by a rebel Maoist
leader which talked about a palace conspiracy to kill }he late King Blren;
dra. But the charges have since been scaled down to “anti-state offences
which, lawyers say, is a vague charge, Immediately after the judges gav
the decision, the police rushed the three to the government attorney

. office 1o record their statements in preparation for Friday. ?
l; Can] - w f
) Bl wants editor freed, sends diplomat to waten ey
US gets ringside view of Nepal
gets ringside view of Nep
FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK AND AGENCTES they could face up to years in prison.

Asking the Nepal rnment to release the edi-
Kathmandu, June 12: Within hours of saying that tor and the officials, US state department

it wanted Nepal to free a newspaper editor and two spokesman Richard Boucher said in Washington:

officials arrested on sedition charges after the “We are following this case closely and we have
palace massacre, the United States today sent a urged the government of Nepal to free the journal-
diplomat from its mission here to observe the first ists. We consider free press to be an essential ele-
court appearance of the three. ment of a healthy democracy,”

Yubhraj Ghimire, editor of Kentipur, along “In recent years, the Nepali press has become
with the publication’s managing director Kailash much more independent in its reporting, and we’ve
Sirohiya and director Binod Raj Gyawali, was seen that independence as a good sign for Nepal’s;
taken into custody on Wednesday after the paper — future,” he added. .
the largest-circulated Nepali language daily — Ghimire, who appeared catm and composed,
printed an article by Maoist leader Babu Ram told reporters that he and his colléagues were

Bhattarai, who alleged that India’s Research and being treated “nicely” in the VIP cell at the
Analysis Wing had connived with King Gyanendra | Kathmandu district police headquarters at the

to wipe out the royal family. historic Hanuman Dhoka square,
After a four-hour hearing, a special district Political parties, journalist federations and
court remanded the three in police custody for human rights organisation have called for the

; three mare days for further questioning, The gov- release of the arrested trio.
_ ernment has been given until 9.30 am on Friday to
Yubhraj (Reuters) file formal charges against them. If found guilty; CONTINUED ON PAGE6 p
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/ Nepal probe pane!
Y4, given extension

KATHMANDU, JUNE 10. The high-lev-
el committee, probing the June 1
killing of Nepal's King Birendra
and several other royal family
members was today given a four-
day extension to gather more evi-
denge, palace sources said.

THe two-member committee,
headed by the Chief Justice, Mr.
K.P. Upadhyaya, was to have sub-
mitted its report today after a
three-day probe.

The extension was given by King
Gyanendra to allow the panel to
gather more evidence and com-
plete its inquiry, the sources said.
During its investigations that be-
gan on Friday, a week after the
massacre, the committee visited
the shooting site at Narayanhiti
Palace and the Birendra Military
Hospital where the survivors are
being treated, besides talking to
royals, including Queen Komal Ra-
jvya Lakshmi Devi and other wit-
nesses.

The committee’s work was de-
layed following the resignation of
the Opposition leader, Mr. Mad-
hav Nepal, from it, questioning
constitutional procedures that led
to its appointment by the new
King following wide-spread vio-

lence by protesters demanding an
impartial inquiry into the killings.
Meanwhile, normality returned
to the Valley and people were
awaiting the probe finding. Never-
theless, police and Army person-
nel maintained a strict vigil to
prevent untoward incidents.

However, few expect the panel

to conclude anything other than |

that the King and Queen and seven

of their relatives were gunned
down in a drunken rage by Crown
Prince Dipendra.

But the wait for a verdict is fuell-
ing speculation and uncertainty in
the Himalayan kingdom, where
discussing the revered royal family
in anything other than hallowed
terms is considered taboo.

Officially, the June 1 massacre
remains an accident caused by an
exploding automatic weapon, but
witnesses have already gone pub-
lic to describe how they saw Prince
Dipendra mow down his family
before shooting himself. On Sun-
day, crowds began gathering early
to sign condolence books at the
palace and lay flowers at a ma-
keshift shrine opposite its impos-

ing steel gates. — PTI, Reuters
See als%
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[epal’s pr%be panel

1 gets 4-day extension

 PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

| KATHMANDU, June 10. - Th
- high-level committee, probin,
! the 1 June killing of King Bire-
‘ndra and eight other royals,
. was today given a four-day ex-
| tension to gather more evi-
dence, palace sources said.
The two-member committee,
i headed by Supreme Court
Chief Justice Mr KP Upad-
' hyaya, was to have submitted
its report today after a three-
i day probe.

The extension was given by ?

' King Gyanendra to allow the

' panel to gather more evidence '
' and complete its inquiry, the !

. sources said. The committee
" has been armed with sweeping
| powers to examine royal wit-
nesses and carry out ballistic
| tests of weapons used.
i The committee’s work was de-
| layed following the resignation
i of the leader of the Opposition,
Mr Madhav Nepal, from it,
' questioning  Constitutional
procedures that led to its ap-
pointment by the new King af-
. ter widespread violence by pro-
: testors demanding an impar-

W\

tial inquiry in the palace kill-
ings.

Monarchy’s future: The mas-
sacre will force a re-think of the
monarchy’s future and its rela-
tionship with the government
and people, Nepal’s foreign
minister, Mr Chakra Prasad
Bastola, said, adds AFP,

Mr Bastola admitted that the
unprecedented nature of the
tragedy had caught everybody
unawares, leading to damaging
“gaps” in the gathering and

- o 71
| B Andhra concerned |
z over Maoist insurgency
| in Nepal, page 8 |
sharing of information.

“The whole country was taken
by surprise,” Mr Bastola said,
adding that lessons had to be
learned across the board, with
the future role of the monarchy
itself examined. “Until now, it
was not an issue at all. We sim-
ply had one monarch after anoth-
er to succeed,” he said.

“Now, we must start thinking
about it. Such a big turn of events
compels us to think about the fu-
ture.”

R 5.

e 0

Mr Bastola argued that public
antagonism towards the new
King had been fuelled by the
emergence of a “Diana syndro-
me” in the wake of King Bire-
ndra’s death.

“The image of King Birendra
in the past week has shot up
and the contrast with Gyanen-
dra’s past image as a hardliner
has blurred reality,” the foreign
minister said.

‘It was cocaine’: The Crown
Prince Dipendra brutally ﬁﬁ
ned down his family after hin-
geing on cocaine and whisky

. following an ultimatum from

his father, King Birendra, is-
sued four days earlier to choose
between the throne and the
woman he loved, the media re-
ported here today.
Last words: “Kay gardeko?”
(What have you done?) were
the last words of King Birendra
after being shot, the latest of
issue of Time magazine says.
“Dipendra just looked at his
father- he said nothing- and
squeezed the trigger once,” the
magazine quotes 77-year-old
Ravi Shumsher Rana, an uncle
of the Crown Prince, as saying.

4"
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N epal foreign minister puts
monarchy under scanner S

Keshav Pradhan & Agencies
AKathmandu, June 10

IN A CLEAR indication of \the
growing distance between the
Government and the monarchy,
Nepal Foreign Minister Chakra
Prasad Bastola today said the
palace massacre would force a re-
think of the monarchy’s future
and its relationship with the
Government and people.

The nuanced caveat came on a
day the new King bought some
time for the inquiry commission,
extending its tenure by four days.
It was supposed to complete its
report by this evening.

Bastola admitted that the
unprecedented incident had
caught everybody unawares.
leading to damaging “gaps” in

the gathering and sharing of

information.

There were lessons to be learnt
from the tragedy, he said, adding
that the monarchy’s future role
needed to be examined. “Until
now, it was not an issue. We sim-
ply had one monarch after anoth-
er. Now we must start thinking
about it.”

He argued that public antago-

GIFT ELEPHANT GOES WILD

THE HIGHLY superstitious
Nepalese are worried about their
future as news spread that one of
the two elephants to be gifted to
the Brahmins who cremated the
royal family, ran amok and killed a
woman on Saturday. According to
the tradition, the Palace gives
expensive gifts to the Brahmins
who perform the last rites for a
royal member on the {ith day of his
death. They are later sent out of
the Kathmandu valley to live the
rest of their lives intognito.

HTC, Kathmandu

nism towards the new King had
been fuelled by the emergence of
a “Diana syndrome” in the wake
of King Birendra’s death. "His
image had shot up in the past
weeks and the contrast with King
Gyanendra’s past image as a
hardliner has blurred reality.”
Meanwhile, former Nepalese
Prime  Minister Lokendra
Bahadur Chand suggested the
formation of a “national Govern-
ment” to instil confidence among
people in the wake of the mas-

sacre, even as he scoffed at
rumours that the new King was
anti-democracy. He said the
Maoist propaganda alleging an
Indian hand behind the killings
was unfortunate and that Nepal
would not be allowed to become a
base for anti-India activity.

As the veil of secrecy contin-
ued to shroud the inquiry com-
mission, people in Kathmandu
spent the day offering prayers
and food to the portraits of the
slain royal couple today. More
elaborate rituals will take place
tomorrow, the 11th day of the
King’s death.

A few hundred students held a
silent rally demanding a “fair
inquiry”. Few expect a proper
probe by the inquiry commission
despite the extension of its
tenure.

Amid the fast shrinking faith
in the panel, local papers have
published different theories
about the massacre. One promi-
nent magazine close to the ruling
Nepali Congress has claimed
Crown Prince Dipendra’s body
bore four types of bullets. Some

journals even blam ia for the
killings.

THE HINDLG i oo 1 g



\ " JedaN uiaisam
-pra jo sulelunow pue sajdun

A} Ul Ing npuewyiey jo $13a41s
3y uo yonui o0s 1y3noj aq 1ou
Aew yomym apieq,, SIYI Ul SPaaddns
3y Iaylaym u9as aq 01 surewalr 1
‘Bujo ay) ui aghe sIsI0BN 9yl
JsureSe UMOpPYJEID B JBY] UOnBIIpUI
lofew 181y ay) si ‘leIejjeyq weingeg
‘Iopea[ 1SI0R|A 3] JO JOILR
ue gupysiignd 1oy ‘aarweys) feigqny
N IONPe [RLIUSNYUL DY) JO 1SaLIR
Ay, "yol-enn ay) Jsuiede sanIasse
alow aq Avw vilpusueAny ury
JRLI 01R SUonRIIPUL LiRUiLUl[ald
‘SISIOBIN
Y] WOl WO [[IM PUB JIA0 1WOJ)
1) st 93Uuo|BYd [Bal SIY g SARp
ulwos ayl ul poy siy uayiduans
Aew vipusuedny Suny ‘sAep om) 10)
NPUBUIYIRY PIYD0L [DIUYM 32UI[O1A
199018 BulequIod A[Iyssannns 1ayy
‘UONBAIISUOD)
alnieN 10} ISNLL BIPUAYRIA
ULy ay) unu Anjssaoons sey pue
ISIRIUSWILOIAUD UR 3] 0) UMOUY
os[e st a4 “edan ur Anunwiwod
uiprn LeMmiR URIPUL B}
gim pajutenboe [am aq 01 paasijag
OS[E St RIpuauprAn) ury ssauisng ur
Aeis v annboe o1 wiy peseinoous
Apuaredde oo eosewwod
s RdaN UM 1onemosse sig
IIULTOD
1O AIRD a1 0) vIpuaURAL
OULLY uayy oy 01 dn sem ) ~ao1j0d
IY) JO ZLeYD Ul sem ‘eIpusuy(]
I2ULL 21| Y1 42YL0I( 18Y)O
a1 a[iym eipuallg 3uny Aq pajpuey
sem Awly ay) ‘wdsAs (er nedeyoued
ayl dapup "aseyd Aoeidowap
-a1d sy 01 paocen oq ues ssauisng
UT JUIUIBAJOAU] S BIPUIURAD) Sury
.Ssaulsnq woaj
JUAWIDA[OAUL SIY 92UNOUIL 0) ddew!
UMO STy pue ANUnod ay] Jo isalaiur
183¢ a1 Ul aq p[nom I oS "Yoreuow
SB 9[0J 8y} Yum AIurIojuod
ur 210w ou aie syuawadedus
pue s1sa1a1ul ssauisnq (s, 3ury
W)} Sy, Tey) ANsIaAlU() UBARYQU],
wolj diwapese ue 3unonb
3loum ‘Afiep ysidug Suipes| v ‘ysoq
npupvuipy ‘Kiois aded juoyy e uj
Yoreuow Se UONBAI[O
sty Jaye ‘Aunnuos olqnd 1apun swod
Sey Juaysi[qeisa ssauisng ayl
Yam JI1omiau sty ‘fedan ulaises ul
uapied vay v pue Aurduion Suipen
e ‘A10108) a1181ed1D B ‘npurwyiey Ul
S[910Y 1e1s aAl 3UIpea] ayl Jo aUo ul
NeIS B seY vIpusueAn Jury ‘vipaw
asaedaN ayl 01 BUIploddY "saInjuaa
[RIDIDWILIOD JBIIEBS SIY JO SUIOS
W0} Jlasuliy Yulj-ap 01 ainssaid
AUWOS 1apun os[e sI Jury mau ayj,
‘adninsaaul siy duunp
10S$330N$ SIY SeIBd 3dULLd SWeU
01 paulsp eipusuedn Zury ‘sonoeid
[edor ay1 o1 Atenuon ySypwi ayy
Jo o wy dsay 01 11q siy auop sey

4

«

Jareuow mau ayl ‘Iadue oiqnd jo
193181 81 SUTRWAL SeIRd 290Ul SV
8y
ayl usaq aaey paapur Aew erpuadi(y
Buny a1e a1y rey) 1doooe 01 ajdoad
dUINJUI 0} 3sIOIX2 JudWASeURW
elpaul uea[ndlay e ul padeldua
3q o1 sreadde a9y Juswysijqeisa
a4l ‘Mou Jo sy "poouu siy) jsurede ol
UYoiym s3uipuyy Aue 9s10pua 01 piey
11 puy [im santed [eoniod ‘padpnl
-a1d uosaq sey Anwie; s1y Jo 1apinuw
a1 w aduaoouur s eipuadig Sury
)R] 3] [9A9] 192118 ALY 1B AU
udwinuas ognd Jo
1UNOJIE Uo 1ayieam y3nol ojur uni
01 Apai| st s3uiypy oyl orur Axnbut
Y1 INg BAOW PMAIYS B SB a1y
Uu99s st paajoaul are sanued [eaniod
lolewr ay [{B UdIYm Ul 38 IUIWIGD
saneussaidal v upuio} Jo uonuaiul
SIH "yoreuow mau ay) 1o} uoddns
S Ul 8AISNyJa udaq Sey s$sa18uo’)
fledaN Surni ayy ‘osuodsasa uj
'sanied reonijod
Iofeus ayl yim f[om Umop auog sey
wasAs Aurednnu e pue Aydieuow
[RUOTIMIISUOD O] TUUNIWWO)
JO uoneIedap SIY "91RPIOSUOD
wiry djay pm yomym saaow
FALDINISUOD JUWOS dpRW SB aYy
L AUOpIdE Uk se aoejed pniyuedeien
ol Ui SBUIAR[S DY) PALIDSID
1332l Se eapuaueAn Sury usym
sed xney [euwn ue wodj jedy
RUIYY) ISUTEdR dduRISISal
uelaql, 10} aseq ajqissod v se jedan
39S pMod "§() syl Aes Aay | 9aidesip
‘BUYD) Ul 1Sa131UI S, UOLRLSIUTWPER
ysng a1 3unio ‘s1oylQ
"8uiapune[-Asuow pue san0%IBU
dund3dnuwis 10} aseq e se pasn jou
st [edaN 1e1]1 SULINSUD 0} pauPued
— PIWI[ SI 1SAIDIUT URDLIBWY
9yl 1Byl [99) SWOS "PaplAIp st
npuewyey uf uoluido ‘vipuauein
Suny w1 saxyels '$'f) 9y 10§ sy
‘pres npueswyiey
ul orwspeoe ue | ‘redaN ur 9210]
guisijiqers e se 31 mala 0) ungaq sey
11 10§ [B)IA S AYDIBUOW JO UOHNINISUL
A jo uoneatasaid ay) ‘BIpu| 104,,
"1$3191Ul S RIpU] Ul 8q AjjeInieu
[[IM S9D10J SAISISAGNS UO UMOPYIRID
01 3Ul[IM ST YdIYm npueuIyRy
ul Aioyine [enuas guons
V "lseayuioN s eipu] ul Ajeradse
‘Ananoe aaisiaaqns Suryoune]
10} pasn uaaq sey fedaN ‘a1e] JO
‘syoelk
[eq1aA 113y} Jo 1ad1ey swd e usasq
Sel 11 Se SISIOBJA 34} JO painowrua
001 10U S BIPU[ ‘ST 1 SY "S1Sa1a)Ul
S,BIpUJ 01 [edIWIUI aq ued wopdury
urelunow ayl ul Aujiqessur feanrod
‘80USH "BIPU| puUR BUIYD) U3MIAQ
Iaynq e urewsal 0} sanuruod
fedaN -suoseal d18aiens umo
$11 1og Wiy Yoeq o) 231 I ‘eipu]
'satels paiufy ayl Ajqissod
pue ‘eipuj se 4ons sinoqysgiau

e 00 QU
M

[njiemod woly roddns [euoryeuIsiul

ysnous puy o) A[y1] st 9y ‘Tedan

3SI[I(eIS 01 J{asuwily S1I9Xa oy J[

1IN0 IND YSel SIY sey eipusuein Sury
‘ledan Supyoour soeyd [eonijod Yy

‘000011 punoie Apuo si ‘aofod

ay Suipnjout ‘sasioy A1noas edan

3yl Jjo yi3uaals (810} 9Y) $e 1disnwi O}

pIey aq pnom siyJ, ‘s, AIesIoApe ayl

uey) 1adie] SOWN ST 9010§ B aInbai

pnom 1eyyj, sefueng ayl ysnid

01 $9010J A1Indas sy jo Aoedes

ay1 1qnop ‘s{yyoid A1LINDAS [[BISA0

dunsxa s redaN Suidpmis apym
‘s)sijeads Adusdinsul-1a1unor)

‘Bunreysoy

Apuatedde sem eipuailg Sury aie)

31 1ey) 1sa33ns eipaw osaredayn a1

ui suodar ‘ueld siyl 81BALOR 0] U2DY
U3aq sk JUSWILISAOY) Y] 3[IYM

suonersdo Aouadinsul

-191unod 1o paddinbs pue

pauieil ‘92104 ad1]0d paully Juons

-000‘ST B JO UOIJBULIOY 9] Sapnjoul

yorym suos jo uejd Aousdunuod

e sey 1 "A8alen)s 181UN0D

1UAI9Y0D B LIBYD 0) 3|qRUn U3aq

epejey asaybrep Ag oiydeln

‘vlouy (npy sajium 9no 1nd
YSvy S1y SvY ‘DipusupAn)
3uny ‘youvuow
mau ayj pdaN 3uiyoo.
sovyd jpourod YIM

sey [edoN UI JUSLIUISAOD) 3y} ‘ANssl

8} U0 I3ISIUIA QUWILI] SE UIIBA ISP
uoneugsal s rereneyy I 2dsac]

‘slaquinu

[BIIUBISQNS U] IPISAI SI91P|OS

Pallal asay) aloym seale ul A[pdre|

aerado Aay ], ‘seyyInn AWy ysug

pue uelpul-xa jo asiuadxs oyl

Uo UMBID dABY SISIORN 8y} ‘Bl

duons-000'01 ® Aq paddeq ‘0052
punodte jo yiduails a1od e YIpm

eyl Ul renusnjul

SIUDIYM (DDA} Uo7 ISIUnwuio’)

ISIORIN 3Y] PUB S2)BIS UBIPU} 9AY Ul

aAnoe st yoiym ‘dnoiny 1epn s adoad

3] YIIm S31} 9SO[D aABY 0S[e A3y,

"AlIed 1STUNUWIIOY) ATBUON[OASY

UBdLIBWY S} JO deI[IYE

‘Hesuny uo unfl vyj sumy
13}8| DM ‘Wayl Sjoous pue
aIayl wal) sSMojjo) eipuadiq

ue ‘, JUSWAOIN [BUOLIBUISIU]
Areuonnjoasay,, ayi yum
1wejuoo uf A[pajiodar osfe axe Aay],
seqjuens | yied Jumumys,, s,niad woi
and I3} axel SISIOBI a3 ‘sonoel
JO SULIA) U] "8661 Ul PAWLIOJ Sem
YoIym “UOoISSIUIuIo)) AreijiN enual)
e urpnpoul suonnmisur umo 1yl dn
3umas aq 01 1eadde sisioe|y 2y
‘ueronaroay) Aured ay) pue ssurpiey
€ 0) PaAdl[aq SI oym ‘ epueyoeld,
pue teienryg 21BIIPOW AI0W
A uaamilaq yu e moqe suodal
U921 UB(Q "1OAIMOY ‘DABRY I [
‘AJIsiaaluf) NIYSIN [e[leyemef
S 1Y@ MaN JO 1UaIPNIS I8ULIOJ B
pue 10alIyoie ue ‘feieleyy weingeg
pue ‘epueyorld, Jo [Bye( [eWey
edysng Aq poj aie S1SJOB UL "ouil
01 awn wodyy paddeupp| usaq aaey
S[RIDLJO JUBWIUIAA0Y [iym ‘Jodire
ue arnydeo o1 we) AQ apew uaaq
aaey sidulape 1wadal 321Y) 1889 1Y
‘a(yoid feuonewsalul pue
[euoneu 1ay3ng e axmbore 0y uaay
MOU 2B SISIOBJ 9U) ‘SBalk [BIN oY)
uj suied Sunpew 1BV SYIeap 000'7

,

‘uefusnN
pue 1yeys Alfey
‘seied AqQ wooipaq
Siy 0} uaye) uay) 6| I
‘wool Buime.p ey
si9)us eupuadiqg aoujd
UMOID POIBLIQOUl UY

urd gp°g

punoie ur pajnsal pue uonendod
ol ¥z s,JedaN jo spayi-om
Pa10ajje 1B} OS dABY SINALDR 1Ay |,

SIOLISIP
G/ Ayl JO GE Ul SAIDB MOU aIv

‘(3s10eN) [edaN JO Alred ISTUNWIWIO,)

ay
‘qny

A[[eulio} alow I0 ‘SISIORIA d11
119y} se [edaN UI3)Sam-pIlI Ul

S1DLISIP INOJ (PIM "apISAIIUNo a3l
ut speolut 1ofew Supjew aie ‘9661

ut

9133nu11s paulie 11aY] payduny|
Aa} 20UIS ‘OUYM SISIOBIN Y}

wol agusfieyd ayy s1 a1e1s [edaN
) jo swajgoad ayy 01 Suppy

YaUund a9y e

Wiy palasap ‘Welnesy Aspuiey In

‘Ae

AL U0 SIY 10U peYy dalsiuly

AUILI] AUIODI( JISWIY dARL PINOD
TRl UBYON "IN ‘dapea] [TIAN)
NdD) 9y} 198} U] 'Spnaj Jo arevys

SILAnoyNMm Jou st 3t ‘ssaiduor) fedaN

ayy ueyy adeys 10n0q Ul g o)

steadde (TN NdAD oY) yBnoy g

mnoqe

oo Bumelp syl vy
‘lismysyy usenp
ptie mipuasg Bupy

APUAIAI [BIP JJRLIIE
[BISISAOIIUOD B U] JUSWAA[OAUY
ajqissod s I2ISIUIA QWL ] J)
suonsanb pasrel aqouad e oye

SUOISLo0
Junotpfuon aayjo
24D 2421f] 1PAIMOLS
PALIMSUDUN
suopsanb [paaaas
82403} 2U20S 241 JU
uondLosIp S 1YoYs
wp) sSuyry

24} 0F SISSIUIM
Y1 Jo auo spsi
oy SAmunf jpdoa
ay) fo saquiawt v
ynyg aifoy dv)
£q paquaasap sv
2UIDS YY) SAVI AL
orydoas sy g

oo “auq oy 1»
“uefueiN ooud pue
‘weys Alfey ‘seing

\

elunouwr ayj url epunyf, ;“

s

L

\

[edaN padool uoneugdisal s eelloy|
Iy SulpurwWap Sa LIS JO Ysel
VOUTIAND NdD @4l ‘Anted asiunuiuaod
utewt ayl Aq pagdusjeyd A[duois
3uraq os[e st ssa1duo’) edaN oyl
~1amod JO SI9Ad] Ayl 01 SSa00®
10} uonerausd Junos s Aed
a4l Aq puBwap 3UTUWI[BYMIBA0
ue sy SulBueim feuLdILl
oy} purag epeyy Inpeygedq yquiny
A pUR ‘Bqna(] mpeyeyg 1ayg
N CI2ISIULA BWILL] 12WLI0) 130U
sopnpul dnoi8 sy reseneyy
Y A 191SIUTN SUILL] 1AULLIG;
ay) Jo dwed ayl Lq pasuajey.s
Furaq s1 ‘Are1a100s redouad s Avred
AYY BIRUOY [IUSNG TN SOPD{OLE
DIM ‘UondR) elelioy aiy,
“uaaod
ny paey 1 dupuly StCRRIOY ) I[N
LOISIULIA] DL L] oYl AQ pai 'ssalduo)
edaN Ay ‘UOISUaSSIP [RUdal
AQ PAYDORIAY "SS5S 1821 dopun
ateis edaN o) uaym SUIll DAIHSUSS
Apeonaed e e SoU00 aU0d i
Y} 0 TOISUAISE S BIPUSURAD) Funy
saqe jramod
t0) UDOOL St YIRUOUL PI[IIRqtL,
Y3 UBYM 1U2WIOUL 9}RDLP
e poddns sapdwon wy pasiuioad
[ aduRIsU 0] eIpuy cOovuamEo)
SH 01 SUIPPR D[ RINOAR) Uday
asie saRt] suoloeal [pPuO Lo
woIsAs Aued -
i AYMRUOL [BUOLINTSTO)
O] TUAUHNTIIOD SEY Podb |0 oy
Ioye sended eonijod weansuein oty
(e Aq uoddns pastword usaq sei
Ay ‘@duBISUL 10, "AUOIY S) L0 ploy
s1y alepijosuod 0y undaq Apuaredde
SBY ‘I9AIMOY ‘BIpUIUBALD) Sury
193s3unoA pasaduwial-[i pur
iods B Se U29s S OYM ‘SIBR 9dULl{
‘Uos st e paallp are sisaloud ay
Jouniq ay) Bup Mau oyl Jsutede
Uaag Sey s1aaals ayl ul azaydsoune
padieyaIns A[[BUONIOWA D) YA
WISIURLIRILIOYINE O
pPUNOI MaU B 3]BI3[0} 0] POOW OUu U
s “odeuott ay) 0) stamod anjosqge
uaald pey yoiym te1 neseyoued
dui10afa1 1aye 18ans 3yl uo
uell 8yl y3noyy ‘suonninsul Asa)
13A0 10D S1Y $ASIDIIKI BIPLIDURAT)
gury J1 Bursudins aq 1ou {[im )
aonjod ey pue Atejlw s jeday 1940
asusnur 1eaId paiolus Aeuonipes
sey Sun] ayl TUSWUIDAQL)
PR1931d oY) pURB ISIUIA BWILLJ 9]
01 uaatd aouauiwoad ays andsoc]
‘walsds Aned
- Sunsixa 8yl Jo IoMIlIey)
ays ungim Lqaussod sonmjod
S_uoneU 31 Ul S[0d [BUUIN[
atow & Aejd oy utdaq pnoy
QAISIDIP PUB AAILIASSE A(] 01 UMOUY
‘eipuauedn 3ury YdIRUOW Mau
Iy speodssold syl 1e judan 3| sey
Joud pue uolsnjuod 1adue
Nooys pataddun sey prym
‘S [eA01 AIDUI Yl
Jsowrfe Jo dutef 1 AN HH




_Communists declare

KATHMANDU, JUNE 8. Anticipating
an unpopular verdict on Monday
from the two-member inquiry
committee, probing the royal
massacre in Nepal, political for-
mations here are busy consider-
ing options which are in tune with
the public sentiment, and yert, if
possible, palatable to the monar-
chy.

The mainstream political party,
CPN (UML), was the first to send a
positive signal to King Gyanendra
today. In a formal resolution, the
party central committee, declared
full support to the King, with the
expectation that he would uphold
constitutional monarchy and
multi-party democracy. “We have
put on record our appreciation of
the first royal address and the
commitment given in that to up-
hold constitutional monarchy
and multi-party democracy,” the
party standing committee mem-
ber, Mr. Jhala Nath Khanal, said.

Similar sentiments were ex-
pressed by the former Prime Min-
ister, Mr. K. P. Bhattarai, of the
Nepali Congress. Talking to news-
persons, Mr. Bhattarai said the
new King deserved support form
all sections after his pledge to up-
hold constitutional monarchy
and multi-party system.

With all the main political par-
ties supporting King Gyanendra,
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoists), which is demanding an
end to monarchy under a repub-
lican framework, stands isolated.

Internal meeting of most par-
ties, including that of the Nepali
Congress, began in the backdrop
of the inquiry which began today.
The Supreme Court Chief Justice,
Mr. Keshav Prasad Upadhyaya,
who heads the two-member pan-
el, said the investigation would
not be influenced by media re-
ports.

He has apparently taken excep-
sion to Thursday’s press confer-
:nce in which an eye-witness,
“apt. Reja Sahi, pinned the blame
or the royal massacre on late
Cing Dipendra, who was the
Zrown Prince at the time of the
nassacre. (According to official
sovrces, the Army subsequently

press meet, it is claimed, was held
without its consent). Mr.
Upadhyaya also maintained that
the probe would examine the wit-
ness and the royal staff and take
the help of forensic experts, wher-
ever required.

The committee, which began
investigations at 8 a.m., visited
the massacre spot in Narayanhiti
palace. The members’' schedule
included a visit to the military
hospital to interview doctors and
nurses who attended to the vic-
tims. However, the committee is
fundamentally handicapped as
bodies of none of the victims un-
derwent an autopsy.

Discussions within  political
parties, which gathered momen-
tum today, focussed on the fall-
out of the anticipated findings of
the committee. It was assumed by
parties across the political spec-
trum that the committee was, in-
deed, likely to blame King
Dipendra for the killings.

Such a declaration is expected
to stir peoples’ emotions which
ould find expression in various
ays. One view, prevailing partic-
larly among Left intellectuals, is
that rioting in the streets will be
more volatile.

“The inquiry committee is ex-
pected to hold Dipendra respon-
sible. That will result in a reaction
which will be much more vio-
lent,” says Mr. Padma Ratna Tu-
ladhar, an intellectual who is also
the mediator between the Gov-
ernment and the Maoists.

Captain Sahi’s press conference
may become one of the factors
which could fuel street violence,
he maintains. “‘The press confer-
ence was sponsored by the pal-
ace. It would otherwise be the
responsibility of the King to stop
these activities as it would influ-
ence the (working of) the commit-
tee.”

The conduct of the press con-

ference before the committee
concluded its task has also been

s}ouppod to Gyanendra

By Atul Aneja _@\ (‘S‘X) ordered a court of inquiry as thec\

criticised by the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Chakra Prasad Bastola. Ac-
cording to another view, the com-
mittee’s findings may not trigger
violence as the element of spon-
taneity witnessed on Monday has
now abated. Besides, there does
not appear to be a political force
which can mobilise public senti-
ment as most of the mainstream
political parties have backed the
new monarch so far.

A third view is that the limited
number of Maoist sympathisers
may be able to provide rudimen-
tary leadership to bring popular
resentment into the open. Inspite
of the existence of various scena-
rios, the Government mood is
somewhat upbeat, as key leaders
of the Nepali Congress are confi-
dent of tackling street violence. In
fact, there is talk within the party
of uniting its various factions
which are controlled either by the
Prime Minister, Mr. G. P. Koirala,
or his principal rival, Mr. K. P.
Bhattarai.

1
No contact with Maoists after massacr&

By Atul Aneja

KATHMANDU, JUNE 8. The Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist) has
not established any contact with
the Government after last Fri-
day’s regicide in the Narayanhiti
palace, raising fears that a new
round of confrontation with the
new dispensation here may be at
hand.

In a conversation with The
Hindu , Mr. Padma Ratna Tulad-
har, who is mediating a dialogue
between the Government and the
Maoists said that there was no
contact with the latter after last
week’s palace massacre.

There were unconfirmed re-
ports later in the evening howev-
er, that the Maoists had held a
public meeting in the outskirts of
Kathmandu today. As in the past,
a small group of the rebels also
sought to distribute pamphlets at
a prominent location in the cap-
ital.

Nepal watchers are keeping

tabs on the Maoists as they rep-
resent the only political force
which has not supported King
Gyanendra on account of their
fundamental differences with
Nepal’s constitutional monarchy
and multi-party system. In fact,
they have sharply attacked the
new King in a newspaper article
which led to the arrest of its edi-
tor, Mr. Yubraj Ghimire.

With four mid-western dis-
tricts as the epicentre, the
Maoists are currently active in 35
of Nepal’s 75 districts. Their ac-
tivities since 1996 have led to the
killing of over 2,000 people. Keen
to acquire a higher national and
international profile, the Maoists
have made three attempts to
capture an airport. They have
been accused of planning to kill
the Chief Justice of Nepal.

The activities of the Maoists
are of concern to India as they
have established close contacts
with the People’s War Group
(PWG) which is now active in five

Rack B 8 Bag Doar ,f

Indian States. The Indian securi-
ty establishment is also worried
about reports of collaboration
between the Maoists and the Pa-
kistani intelligence in Nepal.
While it is clear that contacts be-
tween them are active, transfer of
material help from the Pakistani
side to the Maoists is yet to be
established, authoritative sourc-
es say.

Asked whether a new round of
confrontation  between  the
Maoists and the Government in
Nepal was imminent, Mr. Tulad-
har declined to give a definite an-
swer. According to him, it is
possible that contact between
them will be re-established first.
But a more hardline approach by
the Government, where the Army
is used against the Maoists is not
inconceivable in the future. This
according to him is possible be- |
cause of the “rigid and conserva-
tive disposition of both the Prime .
Minister, Mr. G.P. Koirala ard
the new monarch”,
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o matter who reigns in Kath-
mandu, New Delhi must deal
with him as friend and part-
ner. An understanding of his
sensibilities would be useful
though no one knows better than Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee that a ruler cannot be held

to views that he expounded before coming. ‘

to power. India’s task would become easier
if it also identifies and strengthens those
representative elements in Nepal whose
legitimate interests reflect those of the na-
tion as a whole, and need this country’s co-
operation for fruition. -

Much is being written about King
Birendra’s goodwill for India. Personal re-
lations with him were less abrasive than
between his father, King Mahendra, and
Jawaharlal Nehru or Indira Gandhi. He
did not try as vigorously to stump India
with the China card. But his peace zone
proposal rejected India’s security strate-
gies, while the argument that Nepal be-
longed to central, not south, Asia was a
further attempt to distance it from India. It
is no secret either that the late monarch
could stand on his dignity, once declining
to have breakfast with Mrs Gandhi, appar-
ently for reasons of amour propre.

Relations began to improve only after
the 1990 revolution clipped the wings of
royal absolutism. Claims that the world’s
only Hindu monarchy mellowed further
when the Bharatiya Janata Party came to
power may be attributable to the latter’s
religious label. Jaswant Singh’s own dur-
bari connections, especially in the extend-

ed Rana network, and his familiarity with

the arcane intricacies of court life, un-
doubtedly helped. But the decisive factor
was the shift in the kingdom’s internal
polity. Always an astute man, King Biren-
dra realized soon enough that a constitu-
tional monarch who has to deal with an as-
sertive cabinet and populist parliamentar-
ians can only benefit from the support of
the region’s most important parlianc..
tary democracy. In aligning himself with
India, he must have hoped to steal a march
over his principal adversaries at home.
Paradoxically, the rebel Maoist thesis
of an inevitable war against India also re-
flects this assessment. No wonder the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), natu-
rally abetted by Pakistani troublemakers,
is trying to blame India for the palace mas-
sacre. Comrade Prachanda and his lieu-
tenant, Baburam Bhattarai, know that if
the kingdom of Nepal, which they are
committed to destroying, is cornered, it
can turn only to India for its survival. The
Maoists must, therefore, stoke the fires of
resentment against India at all levels and
in every manner, even to the extent of ad-
vancing such a fanciful and non-Marxist
explanation for their country’s tragedy.

appily, Wednesday’s arrests in
H Kathmandu confirmed the royal

government’s awareness that it
cannot afford to tolerate such dangerous
mischief. India’s response must ensure
the continued confidence of king and peo-
ple, making clear to both that it will do
everything possible to succour the politi-
cal and economic institutions that make
for stability That means the throne which
is of “the soil”, as Girija Prasad Koirala
once put it, as well as the democratic polity

* Everybod
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Throne of the soil

that gives the monarchy contemporary
weightage and reflects national aspira-
tions, and, finally, the plang and projects to
create an infrastructure that will attract
desperately needed investment.
Unfortunately, the BJP lacked the con-
fident insouciance of PV. Narasimha Rao
who told King Birendra that he would
treat the king as a sovereign if the king in
turn did not try to treat him as a subject.
Instead, bowled over by a gush of royal
graciousness and egged on by celebrities
with links with the royal family, Vajpay-
ee’s government tried to cultivate the
palace at the expense of more dependable
ties with politicians. The truism that
everybody loves a king reinforced the cal-
culation that one man is more easily influ-
enced than a clutch of contrary politi-
cians. Even now, cloying references to
royal divinity — one Indian ambassador
even prostrated himself at the feet of Vish-
nu’s supposed avatar — overlook the fact
that this was always a political ploy, .
Nepal's autonomous principalities suc-
cumbed to Prithvi Narayan Shah in 1769
not because they revered him as a hvmg

god but because he Choppﬁd off the noses”
and hps of all the mhahltants of oﬁb’aeﬁ L

ant state and warned the people of anoth-
er that they would lose their right hands as
well. The Vishnulegend enhanced the new
and very ungodly Shah dynasty’s prestige.
Later, the Ranas cunningly promoted it to

iselato tha threne and concentrate all
power in their own hmas.

Irrespective of this charmmgu..., an,
the monarch deserves the courtesy and re:
spect due to a head of state, and more. He
has come to personify a multiethnic na-
tion; many believe that only the throne

holds it together. But by reportedly by-
passing the prime minister and govern-
ment to directly invite the king to bethe
chief guest on Republic Day, India in-
fringed propriety. Worse, such shortsight-
ed sycophancy can only weaken and alien-
ate Kathmandu’s political establishment
without making permanent friends in the
palace.

" Such stratagems are not without prece-
dent. In Sikkim, too, for years Indian
diplomats flattered and courted the
Chogyal while surreptitiously encourag-
ing Sikkimese politicians only just

~.enongh so that they could be a thorn in his

side andnomore. New Delhi swungover to
.pphtlcians with a deafening roll of de-

loves aking

mocratic drums only when two things be-
came clear. First, the Chogyal would not be
cajoled into compromising what he saw as
Sikkim’s rights. Second, Kazi Lendhug
Dorji and other politicians would meekIy
do as they were bid.

Similar games are not possible in soﬁ
ereign Nepal where India is, technically &6
least, only another foreign power witho
even the residual treaty right that it ¢
claim in Bhutan. Touchily, Kathmandu
will not allow the term “special relation-,
ship”. While Nepalese monarchs are de:;
terminedly indifferent to an Indian prime
minister’s frowns and smiles, Nepal's
politicians have not forgotten the vigour
with which Nehru suppressed the Nepak
Congress’s armed insurrection in Decem-
ber 1950 because he wanted to negotiatg@

- settlement with the Ranas.

n private conversation, Bishwesh

Prasad Koirala could be very scathini

about the Indian government and iy
methods and objectives. The palace h
many complaints against the first prim
minister, but the charge of being an Ind}a
an agent was not among them. That itse,
warned against the simplification of ae'
suming that even if Nepalese politiciay
are not exactly New Delhi’s creatur
they are better disposed towards Ind
than the palace. They are probably le:
petulant and prickly, and should be Indi
natural allies. But a series of protests
the kingdom over relatively minor ireg
tants illustrates how quick every Nepalete
is to take offence at the least suggestxon o
disparagement. Perhaps the top gives the
lead but the bottom is eager enough to fol
low.

Unredeemed by religious affinity 01.
kinship ties, this aspect of the big country
small country, donor-recipient syndrom,é
presents India with its biggest challen;
in the Himalayan kingdom. The rebuff t'o
New Delhi’s offer to send a high-level co
dolence delegation suggests that a murky
succession recalling the Nepalese tradi-
tion of liquidating all claimants from p
vious dynasties — the ruthless nirva
concept — may have compounded the
complex. Rumoured links between the
palace and the Maoists as well as Gurkha
militants in India are, however, far 1es§
worrying than the obscurity into which
Nepal’s elected prime minister and cabi
net seem to have retreated in the face o{

0

=what is anational and international — n

Justa palace — crisis. The people’s elected
representatives cannot afford to surren
der the lead, for the mix of feudalism aiid

poverty is precisely what the Maoists are
exploiting.

L4

S tability demands economic growﬂ;)
and an equitable power balance in
Kathmandu. Recalling how King--'
Birendra changed after 1990, an effectively-~
broad-based administration would also be
in India’s interest. As King Mahendra dis-
covered to his chagrin, India alone car
help with funds, economic exchanges, ex- :
pertise, trade and investment. China is not .
aviable alternative. .

A new reign should mark a new begij- |
ning. King Gyanendra should have 0o .
cause for complaint against h1s countrg%

principal benefactor. /

[
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f‘@h mainline politicians discredited and the new king u

Red star over
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HREE KINGS!in four days. Never in
Tmodern history has any nation seen

such a quick change of order as in
Nepal, the world’s only Hindu kingdom,
since the massacre of King Birendra and
his family on June 1. The mantle moved
back and forth from one generation to
another. Crown Prince Dipendra succeed-
ed his father Birendra. Prince Gyanendra
succeeded his nephew, King Dipendra.

This unusually rapid change of guard
comes at a time when the landlocked
nation’s *experiment with democracy
under a constitutional monarchy is pass-
ing through a difficult phase. People are
living in fear of a take-over either by the
royals or the Maoists as mainline politi-
cians have become symbols of corruption
and instability. They have seen the fall of
elected governments eight times since the
reintroduction of the democratic system
in 1990. Nepal’s first experiment with
democracy that began in 1950 failed in 1960
when King Mahendra imprisoned Prime
Minister Bisheswar Prasad Koirala and
his ministers allegedly for causing a threat
1o national unity and independence.

The pace of development in Nepal, one
of the world’s poorest nations, has been
abysmally slow. The couritry’s per capita
income has been hovering around $ 200
since many years. Adding to its woes, cor-
ruption, inefficiency and lawlessness
have become the hallmark of all govern-
ments. As government after government
has let them down, people have become
restive and disillusioned. A large section
have begun to look for new alternatives.
One of them being the people’s war
waged by the underground Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist) since 1996.

Village after village is falling to the
Maoists who have set up parallel admin-
istrations in about 20 districts. They have
banned singing of the national anthem
that glorifies the king and teaching of
Sanskrit as a compulsory subject in
school. The government, in a panic reac-
tion, has deployed the Royal Nepalese
Army in Maoist-controlled areas to carry
out what it calls ‘integrated security and
development programme’.

Differences between the government
and opposition parties have become so
sharp that the chances of solving even a
minor issue looks remote. The kingdom
has seen a string of bandhs and agita-

jomecsieos seinter The communist par-
les want Koirala to step down before

holding any dialogue to enq the stalemate
caused by a controversia] aircraft deal
with an Austrian firm, Due to this issue
Parliament did not fUneting gyen for a’
day in the winter session. -
Ironically, King Birendra was the onl
silver lining in such a depressing situa-
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STREET FIGHTER: A protester battles it out with policemen in Kathmandu

tion. He alone retained his political credi-
bility over the past 10 years. He looked
more democratic than all the democrats
who had spent most of their lives fighting
for democracy. Not once did he interfere in
the work of fhe elected government. His
adherence to the principles of constitu-
tional monarchy helped him strengthen
the institution of kingship whose future
had appeared uncertain when the multi-
party system was restored a decade ago.
Against this backdrop, the most impor-
tant question before the Nepalese, trau-
matised as they are by the killings, is hew
to cope with the changes brought abo it
by the assassination of King Birendra.
Hemmed in between two huge neigh-
bours, the tiny kingdom with a popula-
tion of* 23 million has always suffered
from an identity crisis, more so because
of its close cultural and religious affinity
with India. Keeping this in mind, King
Birendra had launched a campaign in the
Eighties to turn Nepal into a zone of
peace to avoid external interference. The
campaign, which came to an end after the
restoration of multi-party’ democracy, did
not receive India’s support though over a
hundred nations, including China, had
condoned it. Most Nepalese still feel that
Delhi blocked the campaign to leer
Nepal within its sphere of influence.
The Nepalese under King Birendra sel-
dom missed any opportunity to project
their distinct identity — be it at the Unit-
ed Nations, in the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, the Saar‘,{“. the Bao convention
(Agian, yereian O the European Union).
mgn:g, in death, he aroused.a.feeling of
respect even in the hearts of the under-
ground Maoists who have been waging a

‘people’s war’ to turn the kingdom into a
republic since 1996. Maoist chief Prac-
hand, in a brief announcement, has
hailed him for his patriotism. The com-
munist radicals believe that the slain
king became a victim of national and
international conspiracies.

In recent months, people had begun to
look up to King Birendra for help as the
democratic forces had failed to deliver.
They were seen as constantly fighting
with each other to capture power by hook
or crook. Indeed, the Royal Nepalese
Army personnel, who are blindly loyal to
the palace, were reluctant to go into
action against the Maoists because of
their lack of faith in the elected govern-
ment. The communist rebels also wanted
a representative of the king to take part
in their future talks with the government.
The first round of dialogue between the
two broke down in October 2000.

To most Nepalese, the institution of
kingship which binds their multi-ethnic,
multi-religious and muiti-lingual society
for about 230 years, is as sacred as a tem-
ple. This is one of the reasons why they
remained loyal to the palace and protest-

inst the -pifssieemavoncre. Al]
ed agains nconditionally accept.

oljtin=~2 patl
gu 1t]he change of guard at the palace even
as people wanted to know how they lost
their ruler who led their march into

modernity for 30 years. Demonstrations’

against the new monarch, his son Prince
Paras, and Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala, that rocked Kathmandu have
indicated that the palace will be under
strict public vigil.

Throughout the Eighties, people did
not show much interest in reports about

HE AINDUST

Nepal looks for an alternative

ithmandu

By KESHAV PRADHAN

Dipendra’s drug addiction. On the con-
trary, they are now deeply disturbed
about Paras, who is destined to become
the next crown prince. In August 2000,
communist MPs demanded that Paras be
stripped of his royal title after he alleged-
ly killed a popular singer in a hit-and-run
road mishap near the palace.

Who is responsible for the massacre?
The people are confused and suspicious.
Most Nepalese find it hard to stomach the
eyewitness accounts given by some royal
family members accusing Dipendra of
parricide/regicide. Significantly, the sur-
vivors of the shootout at the palace chose
to spill the beans just before the high-level
commission of inquiry set up by the new
king began investigating the case. This has
raised doubts about the relevance of the
commission in a case that involves the roy-
alty only. The Nepalese Constitution has
given the palace the sole right to decide on
any subject related to the royalty.

As it is. Baburam Bhattarai, number
two in the Maoist hierarchy, has compared
the killings at the palace to the 1846 Kot
carnage in which the Ranas slaughtered
150 army generals and royal officials to
usurp power from the Shahs. They estab-
lished an oligarchy that continued till 1950
when King Tribhuvan, King Birendra’'s
grandfather, and parties like the Nepali

- Congress, revolted against the last Rana

Prime Minister, Mohun Shumsher.

The comparison appears to have created
more problems for the Koirala government
than the new king. The police crackdown
on a popular vernacular daily that pub-
lished the Maoist leader’s views has raised
questions about the government’s commit-
ment to freedom of expression. The paper
has been at loggerheads with Koirala over
its exposure of alleged financial irregular-
ities committed by his government.

The transformation of King Birendra
from an absolute monarch to a constitu-
tional head was smooth. Now, all eyes are
trained on how the new king steps into his
brother’s shoes. Most Nepalese believe that
he will not deviate from his pledge to fol-
low his brother’s ideals. He has promised
to work according to the tradition of the
Shah dynasty — rule with popular con-
sent. There seems to be little choice for him
on this count, just as the people have no
other option but to accept monarchy.

Considering the shadow under which
he became king, King Gyanendra will
find the crown burdensome. It becomes
heavier when he faces questions on rag-
ing controversies involving his son
Paras, who has rubbed the communists
(both mainstream and Maoists) on the
wrong side. As a confused Nepal mourns
and protests, it's going to be a crown of
thorns for the new king in Kathmandy-



“Palace should open up:

Nepal forelg

REUTERS &PTI YA @‘

KATHMANDU, June 8. -
Nepal’s foreign minister, Mr
Chakra Prasad Bastola, today
said the palace killings and the
confusion and riots that foll-
owed showed that a commu-
nication gap existed between
the secretive palace and the
people.

A commission comprising the
Chief Justice and the Lower
House Speaker has been app-
ointed to investigate last
week’s  slaughter, which

" officials first said was an
accident.

Mr Bastola, said that
according to law, custom and
. practice, palace affairs were
not public knowledge.

Mr Bastola said that the
commission was the first step
towards bringing the royal
family closer to the common
man.

Shahi being grilled: There
were reports that the military
was questioning a survivor,

PU—

Capt Rajiv Shabhi, }éeye-
witness, for unauthor edly”
going public with his vergjon of
events.

Sources said Capt Shahi, a
military doctor, could face a
court of  inquiry for
“anauthorisedly” holding a
press conference yesterday
where he narrated the sequen-
ce of events.

The sources said he’d been
detained by Army authorities
since being a serving officer he
had violated Army rules by
speaking to the press without
authorisation.

However, there was no official
confirmation of his having been
detained and inquiry being
instituted against him.

Quoting a military and a
palace official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, AP
news agency said Capt Shahi
hadn’t been authorised to
speak out.

They, however, declined to’

say whether if Capt Shahi was
in custody, the agency said.

n minister

Attempts to contact Capt Shahi
both at his residence and at the
military hospital did not
succeed.

Truth stuns Nepal: Nepal
was in a state of shock today as
the kingdom’s newspapers - for
the first time - published
details of the massacre of al-
most the entire royal family
and named the late crown pri-
nee as the killer.

Press curbs denied: Nepal’s
foreign minister, Mr Bastola,
denied accusations that Nepal
was muzzling press freedom
following the arrest of Kantipur
editor Yuvaraj Ghimire and
two top managers of paper’s
publishing company. He,
however, said authorities could
not tolerate articles urging
insurrection.

The arrest of the editor and
two directors of Kantipur on
charges of sedition came after
Nepal was thrown into turmoil
by a palace massacre last week
in which most of the royal
family was killed.

THE STATESmAP
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The Times of India News Service
KATHMANDU: Army captain
Rajiv Rai Shahi, a relative of the
deceased king and an eye-witness
to last Friday’s palace killings,
who recently addressed
a hastily convened
| § media conference here
| jto give his version of
i | events, was understood
1 1 to have been questioned

by the army chief,

speaking without permission.
Reports, which were however
unconfirmed, indicated that he
might face a court-martial.
However, political observers here
say Captain Shahi could not have
talked to the media without a sig-
nal from higher quarters. The talk
of action against him could there-

Shahl under fire for
courting media+

General Prajjal Mr Bastola told a TV
Shamsher Jung channel that the govern-
Bahadur Rana, and his — — ment was “extremely
army superiors for Capt RajivShahi unhappy” and disap-

fore be a smokescreen.

Captain Shahi’s media confer-
ence appears to have goaded the
government, that many here
believe has been numbed by
events, into taking action. Foreign
minister Chandrika
Prasad Bastola said
nobody shouid speak out
of turn. Anything to be
said about last Friday’s
events should be before
the inquiry panel.

proved of anybody on its rolls “giv-
ing this opinion or that” without
permission. The investigative com-
mittee was the only forum where
this should be done. The inquiry
committee, which began its work
at 8 a.m. on Friday, was understoo
to have entered the royal pajce
and the venue of the killin;
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Nepal editor’s

arrest

Koirala ¢

FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK

Kathmandu, June 7: The guard
stops you at the gate of the Kath-
mandu police headquarters in 350-
year-old Hanuman Dhoka Square.
While you wait, a Royal Nepal Po-
lice constable runs up to the offi-
cer on duty with a slip that has
your name and organisation on it
in Nepali and English. Once
cleared, you climb the grimy
stairs to the second floor waiting
room. To wait longer.

The police inspector an-
nounces that the “VIP” detainees
are having lunch. Forty-five long
minutes later, you are led to the
“VIP” cell -— a seven feet by 10 feet
cell. The lone barred window in
the cell overlooks the front court-
yard of the 15th century Hanu-
man Dhoka Palace of the Shah Dy-
nasty — the scene of the gory Kot
carnage of 1846.

The “VIP” detainees — editor
Yubhraj Ghimire, managing di-
rector Kailash Sirohiya and direc-
tor Binod Raj Gyawali of Nepal’s
largest circulated language daily
Kantipur — are sitting on the bare
floor.

The three, picked up by plain-
clothes policemen armed with ar-
rest warrants from the Subidhan-
agar office on the outskirts of
Kathmandu yesterday, were this
morning handed other arrest
charges. They were earlier char-
ged with treason for publishing an
“anti-monarchy” article written
by an underground Maoist leader.

A stoic Ghimire, who has
worked with The Telegraph, says
the arrests are the outcome of the
ongoing confrontation with the
Girija Prasad Koirala-led Nepali
Congress government.

“It is not the first time that we
have carried a bylined article by
the underground Maoist leader Dr
Baburam Bhattarai. Bhattarai’s
articles are regularly carried by
other dailies in Nepal. But never
before were arrests made. It is our
newspaper’s policy to carry “un-
censored” articles on the op-edit
page,” he adds.

Terming the arrests as vindic-
tive, Kantipur news editor
Narayan Wagle claims the govern-
ment was looking for a chance to
act against the publication.

“We had carried two front-
page editorials demanding the

i

ed to

criticishy

resignation of the corrupt and in-
efficient Koirala government.
One was published in January,
criticising the government’s fail-
ure to contain the guerrilla
Maoist organisation, the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist),
which attacked the Dailikh police
outpost and gunned down 32 po-
lice personnel,” Wagle said.

“We had carried another front-
page editorial exposing the
Koirala government's corrupt
dealing in the Lauda Aircraft case.
We had questioned the role of the
government in leasing the aircraft
from the Australian firm for the
Nepal national carrier - the Royal
Nepal Airlines Corporation,” the
news editor said.

The article had highlighted the
discrepancies in the deal after the
Commission of Investigation of
Abuse of Authority questioned
Prime Minister Koirala on the
issue.

The Nepal media has lodged
a strong protest against the
government’s efforts to gag the
press. In a statement today, the
Federation of Nepalese Journal-
ist Associations, an umbrella or-
ganisation of journalists, said:
“We are shocked.... The arrests
have come as a major attack on the
freedom of press in Nepal.... It is
impossible to run a democracy by
gagging the press.”

The man on the street is shy of -
commenting on the arrests. “Yes,
1 feel the government is trying to
settle scores with the newspaper
as it has the tendency to openly at-
tack the government. But on the
arrests, I would rather not com-
ment,” said Binod Lama, a taxi
driver.

But political leaders cutting
across parties have condemned
the crackdown on the Kantipur.
The spokesman of Nepal’s main
Opposition party, the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist), Pradip Nepal, said:
“This is the first deplorable as-
sault on press freedom in Nepal. It
is anti-democratic and unconsti-
tutional.” The CPN(UML) has de-
manded the immediate release of
the three.

A statement by rebel Nepali
Congress leader and former Pri-
me Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
has exposed the divide over the
issue even within the ruling party;.

/
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Survivor brother:in-law

points at Dlpendra o

HT Correspondent
Kathmandu, June 7

DIPENDRA IS a cold-blooded
murderer who killed his family
in a fit of drunken frenzy, says a
member of the royal family. For
the first time since the mas-
sacre, one of theslain King’s rel-
atives today gave an eyewitness
account of what happened on
that fateful Friday night, repeat-
ing the official version.

Captain Rajiv Shahi, an army
doctor and son-in-law of Dhiren-
dra — the late monarch’s
youngest brother — who was
present at the royal dinner at
Narayanhity Palace but escaped
unhurt, told reporters today
that though he did not know the
motive behind the killings, it
was indeed Dipendra who did it,

Coincidentally, Shahi held the
press conference — at the mili-
tary hospital where the victims
were brought that night — the
day the inquiry commission set
up by King Gyanendra began
working. His move to go public
is being viewed in certain quar-
ters here as tantamount to influ-
encing the probe.

Dressed in a casual T-shirt
and jeans, the 30-year-old Shahi
was visibly shaken as he gave a
graphic description of the mas-
sacre. He said he reached the
palace around 7.45 pm that
night. Others had already gath-
ered, but the King was yet to
arrive.

Birendra stepped in at 8.15 pm
into the hall. Dipendra arrived
soon after, sozzled. He could
hardly stand and was stammer-
ing, but greeted the King and the
Queen. Seeing his condition,
Shahi, Prince Nirajan - Biren-
dra’s youngest son — and Gya-
nendra’s son Paras helped him
reach his quarters on the first
floor.

About 45 minutes later, when
Shahi stepped outside into the
garden, he heard a gunshot from

-

the hall and cries of ‘call a doc-
tor, the King has been shot’. He
rushed in to find Birendra col-
lapsing on a billiards table and
bleeding profusely. “Being a doc-
tor, [ ran across the room to him,
took off my coat and held it
against the neck from where
blood was gushing out. T saw
Dipendra holding two assault
rifles. The King told me that he
had been shot in the neck and
stomach.

Shahi claimed he saw Dipen-
dra walking out of the hall. He
then came back and shot
Dhirendra in the chest when he
asked Dipendra why he had
killed the King. Dipendra, said
Shahi, walked in and out of the
hall four to five times, killing
people every time he came back.

Queen Aishwarya and Nirajan
had by then run out of the hall
into the garden. They were
killed there.

At this juncture, Paras is
believed to have pleaded with
Dipendra to spare the rest. As
for Shahi, he jumped out from
the window and alerted the
ADCs. Shahi said Dipendra shot
himself though he did not see
that happen. Dipendra’s body
was found in the garden. Shahi
said the mayhem lasted 15 min-
utes, adding that the first thing
he did was rush to the Army
Hospital and alert the doctors.

This story has raised many
eyebrows. First, could a man so
drunk that he could hardly
stand come back with two heavy
rifles and pick up his targets one

AJAY AGGARWAL\HINDUSTAN TIMES
Rajiv Shahi explains the sequence of events to reporters in Kathmandu on Thursday.

by one? Second, as Shahi him-
self put it, Dipendra kept com-
ing in and out of the hall several
times. Isn’t it normal for the
others to run for cover in the
interim?

But more important, what
were the ADCs, who were in a
room just outside, doing all the
while? There are even specially
trained troops patrolling the road
outside. The carnage lasted for 15
minutes, yet no one intervened.

Could it be that Dipendra
came out of his room hearing
gunshots? That perhaps
explains why he was so heavily
armed. And that he was gunned
down probably from the left.

Remember the bullet wound
was on'Dipendra’s left temple
though he was a right-hander.
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Vajpayee fine
after Ranawat
encore

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, June 7

THE PRIME Minister was suc-
cessfully operated upon for a
right knee implant today and the
prognosis was as good as in Octo-
ber 2000, when he underwent
similar surgery on his left knee.

Dr C Ranawat, who performed
the operation this morning, said
the PM was responding well and
would be put on physiotherapy in
two or three days. “This will
depend on the level of pain and
how he is coping on that day.”

The operation began at 9 am
and took an hour and 10 minutes.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was awake
throughout the procedure since
he was anaesthetised only from
waist down. “Had the operation
theatre at Breach Candy been
equipped with the facilities, he
could have even watched the oper-
ation,” Dr Ranawat told reporters.

No visitor will be allowed to
meet the PM for three days. Vaj-
payee’s left knee is now healed.
“The implant is working fine.
With the right knee joint implant
surgery going fine as well, we
hope he will be able to walk
freely now,” the doctor said.

The doctor parried all queries
about his Padma Bhushan for the
earlier surgery on the PM and
laughed away suggestions that
he might now be given aBharat
Ratna for the encore.

The PM'’s Press Officer Ashok
Tandon said Vajpayee Kept his
date with Amitabh Bachchan on
KBC on Wednesday. After a vege-
tarian dinner at 8.30 pm, he
flipped through some files looking
at news updates—particularly on
Nepal—before switching to KBC.

He went to bed around 10.30
pm and woke up around 6 am to
receive an early caller, L K
Advani. He received bouguets
from the President and mi ges
from Sonia Gandhi, Magfinohan

Singh, Chandrababu amy/

Sheikh Hasina.

—



.~ WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

Maoists up

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri H h
New Delhi, June 7

A KING in crisis, a democracy
surviving massacre and public
outcry. Only Nepal’s third force,
its Maoist guerrillas, see a win-
dow of opportunity. Though they
reportedly control five of Nepal’s
75 districts and operate in 50 oth-
ers, the Maoists have stuck to the
rocky west and north. The pre-
sent demonstrations offer a wave
of urban anger, which the guer-
rillas hope to use to set up, for the
first time, pockets of influence in
Kathmandu.

The Maoist strategy has been to
harness public suspicions about
the royal massacre and direct it
against their enemies. First, they
have cast doubts on King Gyanen-
dra’s legitimacy by suddenly com-
ing out in praise for the late King
Birendra. Second, they have
sought to organise street riots in

~e e

the capital. “Maoists o otorly
cles,” summed up one foreign
diplomat. Third, they have report-
edly diverted some of the blame
towards India.

Both Indian and foreign diplo-
matic sources agree the Maoists
are far from ragbag. Though
underfunded, lightly armed and
numbering possibly as few as
5,000, they have worked to a plan
and shown ruthless discipline.

Since they were forced out of
democratic politics in 1996, the
Mapoists have chipped away at
Kathmandu’s authority rather
than take on the Nepalese State
directly. They move into areas,
destroy symbols of State author-
ity replacing them with their
own systems, Sources say Gov-
ernment presence in some of the
districts that Kathmandu claims
to “control” is little more than a
single police station in the dis-
trict capital.

In teftbOok guerrilla tactics,
the Madists also attack attempts
by aid agencies and NGOs to
operate in the rural areas. Civil
servants who are interested in
helping the poor are killed, or
have their kneecaps broken by
hammers. The guerrillag’
instincts are totalitarian.

The degree of external influ-
ence is probably exaggerated.
The Maoists are a direct product
of Nepal’s poverty. The various
centres of political power can
barely see beyond Kathmandu
valley. Even the Unified Marxist-
Leninists are dominated by the
same Chetris and Bahuns who
control the Nepal Congress. A
decade of democracy has yet to
place one Dalit Nepalese in Par-
liament. The Maoist leadership
draws heavily from the Magars, a
Dalit mountain group.

The guerrillas admit to hold-
ing regular meetings with mem-
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and ready after royal massacre

bers of the MCC of Bihar and the
PWG of AP. But these groups can
do much more than provide
ideas. And Nepal’s guerrillas pre-
fer to cite Peru’s murderous
Shining Path Maoists as their
role model. There is little evi-
dence of Pakistani support. The
1S] should know that a Maoist
takeover would mean an end to
their madrassa network in Terai.
The guerrillas despise Dengist
China. However, supplies of
North Korean bullion and arms
have been intercepted.

Though the fourth phase of
their insurgency calls for setting
up Maoist-controlled areas, most
observers doubt they will try to
take over Kathmandu. They
don’t even attack foreign
trekkers. The Maoists will proba-
bly concentrate on setting up
cells and recruiting cadre from
the city. And wait and watch till
the right moment arrives.
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By Atul Aneja

KATHMANDU, JUNE 6. With the main
political parties united on pre-
serving Nepal's constitutional
monarchy, King Gyanendra ap-
pears to have warded off the first
serious challenge to his authority.
After two days of curfew and vi-
olence, the capital today acquired
a semblance of normality. The Ar-
my, deployed in considerable
strength since Monday, was vir-
tually withdrawn to the barracks,
though riot police were posi-
tioned at key road junctions. The
flagship Nepal Airlines, which had
suspended its flights since Friday,
resumed operations this after-
noon. A precautionary night cur-
few between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.
was, nevertheless, ordered.
Nepal watchers, however, cau-
tion that the calm on the streets
may be deceptive, but acknowl-
edge that an element of “'sponta-
neity” which marked street
violence in the last two days was
abating. But with political parties
expressing a stake in the status
quo, chances of large-scale orga-
nised protests may be receding.
The ruling establishment ap-
pears to be making another at-
tempt to secure the support of the
CPN(UML), main opposition par-
ty. Moves are afoot to reconstitute
an expanded inquiry committee
to probe the slayings of King Bi-
rendra and several members of
his family on Friday last. Besides
the Chief Justice, Mr. Keshav Up-
adhyay, and the Speaker, Mr. Ta-
ranath  Ranabat, a  more
representative inquiry is likely to
include Mr. P. C. Lohani, a former
Foreign Minister and member of
the pro-palace Rashtriya Prajan-
tra Party, Mr. Sushil K01rala, a loy—

alist of the Prime Minister, Mr. G.
P. Koirala, and Mr. Bharat Mohan
i, CPN(UML) chief whip. The
commission, if required, will be
allowed to seek assistance of spe-
cialists from the security forces.

Procedural hurdle ¢ Q
As of now, the obstacle jto the
formation of a new commktee is
procedural. The CPN(UML), cit-
ing the 1990 Constitution, is de-

manding that the orders for the
probe be passed only by an elect-

Crackdown on

media
By Atul Aneja

KATHMANDU, JUNE 6. The Nepal po-
lice today arrested Mr. Yuvraj
Ghimire, the editor of a promi-
nent Nepali daily for publishing,
a lead article by a top Maoist
leader, Mr. Baburam Bhattarai,
in today’s edition. Another editor
belonging to Janasta, presum-
ably a pro-Maoist newspaper,
was also taken into custody.

According to authoritative
sources, Mr. Ghimire, who edits
Kanthipur, a sister publication of
the English daily, Kathmandu
Post can be charged with treason.

The article by Mr. Bhattarai
which was published in Kanthi-
pur has described the late King
Birendra as a patriot who has
been a victim of a conspiracy
hatched by the Indian intelli-
gence and the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA).

Mr. Ghimire is a well known-
journalist who had earlier
worked in India for magazines
such as OQutlook and India Today
as well as the daily, The Indian
Express

eceptlve calm in Nepal

ed government. It had, therefore
on Tuesday declined to participa-
te in the inquiry as it had been
constituted the previous night by
the King. While a meeting of the
Cabinet, where the differences
between the Palace and the Com-
munists were expected to be rec-
onciled, did not take place, the
Prime Minister, the Chief Justice
and the Speaker called on King
Gyanendra to discuss the subject.

Once an understanding with
the Communists, as is likely, over
the formation of the committee is
reached, King Gyanendra, in all
probability, will acquire the sup-
port of all mainstream political
parties so long as he continues to
uphold the multiparty system. In
fact, the ruling Nepali Congress,
notwithstanding its deep internal
divisions, has already expressed
its whole-hearted support to King
Gyanendra in anticipation of the
latter’s commitment to multipar-
ty democracy and constitutional
monarchy. India’s expression of
support for King Gyanendra at the
highest levels may have also en-
couraged political parties here to
back the new monarch.

Bid to isolate Maoists?

With the interests of main-
stream parties converging on the
platform of constitutional monar-
chy, the stage has been set for the
isolation of the Maoists, who have
been demanding a republican
Constitution.

When contacted by The Hindu,
a senior Communist leader, Mr.
Jhala Nath Khanal, said a com-
mon understanding between the
CPN(UML) and the Maoists was
not possible until the latter gave
up their struggle

More reports on Pages/lafm/



PAL, one of the
world’s most import-
ant buffer states, has
¥ long-been the battle-
ground where its two powerful
neighbours, India and China,
compete for influence. Each is
now worried that the turmoil
unleashed by the massacre of
the Nepalese royal family on
Friday will push Nepal into the
of the other.
or years, India has dominated
epal. It controls access to the
ports through which 'all the
country’s trade must  pass,
supplies vital fuel and foodstuffs
and can at any moment use its
power to put pressure’ on the
Kathmandu government. The
Nepalese resent this hegemony.
Already, an embarrassed politi-
cal establishment is trying to
deflect popular anger at the
royal killings on to India. Con-
spiracy theories abounded on the
streets of Kathmandu is one
claiming that India pastermind-
ed the event to gain control and
any  rapprochement
between Nepal and China.-
Western diplomats discount all
such stories as far-fetched and
improbable. Few Nepalese were
?nvinced by the claim that’
yown Prince Dipendra would
suddenly explode with fury and

J

kill his family over a girl, al-

though this was the unanimous
account of police, doctors and
palace ' insiders immediately

atter the kilimngs.
Confusion turned to fury with

the arrival of the official palace -

agcount on Sunday that the
deaths were an accident and
that the automatic weapons had
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N the gods fall out,
mortals tremble. Nepal
is today convulsed with

fear for the future. The royal
family’s quasi-divine status as
the world’s last Hindu monarchy
has not saved their kingdom
from a terrible grief and a bleak
future. When a family quarrel
.ends in such a bloodbath, the
Nepalese see omens of savage ti-
mes ahead. With little but beau-
ty to export, Nepal, a country
nestling among the world’s high-
est peaks, has long been: deep in
the valleys of world statistics.
Tt is one of the 10 poorest
countries on earth. Average
incomes are only £140 a year.
Life expectancy is about 55, and
infant ' mortality is hlgh 98
deaths per 1,000 live births.
There is only one doctor for every
6,000 people. And with the
pulation growing rapidly and
ited agricultural land carved
terraces on the precipitous
mountain walls, there is little

wealth to be generated for the

four out of five people who still
live on agriculture.

Social unrest is growing. Mao-

1 are plotting revolution. And

iken ‘and divided political

; now gripped by rumour,

simply gone off at the dinner
table with, apparently, no one to
blame. Some suspicions centred
on Gyanendra, King Birendra’s
brother, who was crowned king
on Monday Though no-one has
managed to provide a credible
reason why Gyanendra would
want to see his brother dead,
many were suspicious that he
was not present at the family
gathering on Friday and that his
widely hated son Paras, who has

‘a reputation for drunkenness

and misbehaviour with guns,
was there yet survived.’
According to one early account,
he walked a drunken Dipendra
back to his bedroom to calm him
down before the -Crown Prince
donned combat fatigues, armed
himself with two -automatic
weapons and returned to the
family gathering with lethal
intent.

In a country where intrigue

"dominates the body politic and

forces such as the Maoist rebels
take full advantage of. any

ambition and stupefaction as it
tries to restore calm to a shat-
tered society. For years, Nepal
was closed to the outside world.
The Rana family, the powerful
.hereditary prime ministers for
almost a century — from whom,
ironically, the late Queen Aish-
warya came and into which
Crown Prince Dipendra wanted
to marry against the furious
opposition of his mother — had
long forbidden all entry to Nepal,
a policy reinforced in the years
after the British left India.
Nepal had relied on the old Raj
for protection against its foreign
and domestic enemies. The Brit-
ish recruited Gurkhas from the
Himalayan kingdom, but were
otherwise a barrier against inter-
ference. The Ranas probably cal-
culated Nepal was too weak and
too backward to be opened up to

outsiders. But in its mountain’

fastness, intrigue and political
conflict were never far away.

The Ranas began to abandon

Nepal’s isolation even as they
faced demands for democracy.
The Nepalese royal family, which
had been eclipsed for many years
by the Rana family, reasserted
itself, and its full sovereignty was
restored in 1950. But politicians

i

uncertainty to create instability, Certainties. Liberals see the hand of
conservative forces in the royal
massacre. They believe the
democratic experiment has failed.
Left-wingers say these forces may
have wanted to see King Birendra
replaced by a more conservative
monarch less sympathetic to the pro- democracy \
‘movement, write STEPHEN FARRELL and MICHAEL BINYON-

such half-facts quickly turn in
rumours and then certainties.
Many are convinced that Dip-
endra died with the rest of his
family on Friday night, but that
the fiction of his survival was
maintained to allow courtiers to
give breathing space to the
machinery of succession.

“This was not an internal family
matter it was politics, a power
struggle,”, said John (40) a
teacher standing outside the’
royal palace. “They have been
lying to us, The Crown Prince
died in the shooting, but they

é/\/ P)

In Nepal, intrigue

dominates the body politic
and forces such as the

Maoist rebels take

advantage of uncertainty

to create instability.

‘Half-facts quickly turn into

rumours and then

In a state
of flux

Clockwise from top left: The bodies of
King Birendra, Queen Aishwarya and
other relatives being cremated on the
banks of the Bagmati river in Kathmandu
on Saturday; the newly anointed King
Gyanendra; his son and the new Crown
Prince Paras Shah; the late Crown

Prince Dipendra. Below: Nepalese youths

said he was alive for two days —

‘We do not know who did it but it
was a conspiracy and we want to
know if Gyanendra is part of it.”
Away from the passions of the
streets, academics and political
experts differ widely on their
analysis of the sifuation. Some
remain convinced that the
original explanation is the most
likely, that Dipendra broke
under the frustration of thwart-
ed love and
astrologically
motivated reluc-
tance to let him
marry before his "
mid-30s.

Liberal theorists,
on the other hand
see the hand  of
conservative
forces who believe
the democratic

| launched a decade

ago has failed in the wake of the
growing Maoist rebellion. These
forces, Left-wingers believe, may
have wanted to see Birendra
replaced by a more conservative
monarch less sympathetic to the
pro-democracy movement and
likely to take a more robust
approach than Birendra to the
use of emergency powers
granted to the monarch.

“There are various versions for
what might have happened, but
evén the most rational of people
do not-want to abandon any of
them,” said one historian. “We
have not yet seen any thorough
investigation. We Have not heard
any ' witness .atcounts from
survivors. Until we do, we will
have to reserve Judgment
Waiting in the wings of this
Himalayan drama are the Mao-

guerrilla group based in the

Buffer buffeted

countryside that for six years
has waged a “people’s war” and
left 1,700 Nepalese dead.

The Maoists, now strong in -

almost all the country’s provin-
¢es, may use the moment to
challenge the new king and his
government. The Maoist upri-
sing has affected all 75 districts
of the country, and five are
virtually under the rebels’ con-
trol. By last December, they had
set up their own “people’s
government” there, strictly limit-
ing access to outsiders, charging

.levies - from households and

setting off explosions in at least
two factories owned by Indian
multinationals. For a largely
peaceful society, Maoist violence
has been numbing. Well armed
and financed from bank raids,
the insurgents frequentlv storm

- experiment ist insurgents, a home-grown police stations. In April - they

overran two police posts in’

hoping for reform there was a
and members of the general strike whi-
Nepali - Congress ch closed the count-
party who saw a ry for three days.
‘chance for a Maoist rebels are

democratic system enjoyed short-
lived power: King Mahendra, the
late King - Birendra’s father,
imposed an absolutist monarchy.
in a 1962 constitution, supported
by China and India.

But opening up the country was
the catalyst for further turmoil.
The Nepalese saw how badly
they lived. The contrast between
the educated elite and poor pea-
sants was striking, especially to
outsiders. In 1970, Duke of Glou-
cester represented the Queen at
the late king’s wedding. It was a
glittering occasion: dignitaries
from all over the world flew in for
four days of colourful ceremonies
and ritual. No expense was
spared. to provide them with
lavish hospitality. The national
budget was virtually drained.
The Nepalese, however, were
smiling, hospitable and seeming-
ly peaceable — the perfect examp-
le of the “happy poor”.

It did not take long for the
world’s hippies to discover the
kingdom - and in they flooded,
the long-haired and unwashed
children of the rich West, looking
for drugs, mystic philosophy and
a change from the routine at
home. They brought an unwel-
come new view of the outside
world. With them came other
influences traders, UN
development officials, education
-and Cold War politics.

Nepal, strategically perched
between Maoist China and non-
aligned India, was buffeted by
both. While India could made
things difficult for Nepal by
holding up goods destined for
Nepal in Indian ports, it could
also insist on the Nepalese pur-
suing policies that suit Delhi.
China could and did infiltrate
revolutionaries into a soclety
that looked ripe for revolution.
Maoism began to preach about
inequalities. For years it made
little headway in a feudal and
loyal society.

But Maoist groups are now the

for
is

ecnn':‘mzc,future '

main political cha]lenge to the,
monarchy and to the ruling
establishment. King Birendra
inherited a country with few -
options when he succeeded his
father in 1972. He attempted to .
keep going the “pancharyat”
system of guided democracy. It
did not work. That year there
were riots in Kathmandu, and on
several other occasions the
King’s power was challenged,
culminating in an uprising in
1990 that forced him to cede all
his political power and become
instead a constjtutional monar-
ch. He may have done so reluc-
tantly, but he did so successfully.
Despite predictions, the monar-
chy survived. The King estab-
lished himself around the world,
forging close personal links with
the British monarchy and with
statesmen who visited Nepal.
But politics remained turbulent.
Communism in Nepal is hardly
the classic mould recognised in
the West. There is virtually no
urban. proletariat. There is no
way that.the religious Nepalese,
89 per cent Hindu and 5 per cent
Buddhist, would abandon their
traditional way of life guided by
ritual and respect for family and
kin. Communist rule made little
difference to Nepal’s social struc-
tures. And after a while power
returned to Congress leaders.
Prime Minister, Girija Prasad
Koirala, was elected nine months
ago, but has not been able to
bring political calm. The Opposi-
tion has boycotted parliament for
the past six months. Last week,

consolidating their power in the
countryside. The many ethnic
groups, which lived in harmony
for years, threaten now to open
up differences and disputes.

The main problem for the coun-
try is that it has no clearly
sustainable economic future. Its
main natural resource is water.
This offers huge hydroelectric
potential, and Nepal can export
electricity to India — but oil would
be more valuable. It also has
timber and agriculture, produ-
cing rice, wheat, jute, maize,
sugar and oilseed ~ hardly the
products to pay for development.

Industry consists mainly of light.
- industries making consumer
goods — cigarettes, clothing, soap,:
| sugar, wool carpets; gems, jute,:
“wood, leather and cement.

Nepal would be a tourists’
‘paradise. But tourism it is not
‘yet on a scale to sustain a popula-
Ition of 22 million, growing by 2.4

per cent a year. Political quarrels

in developing countries are
usually economic. Growth in
Nepal has been slow — only 1.9
pér cent in 1997-98. But the
weekend massacre of the royal
family has overshadowed and
compounded any argument
about Nepal’s development.

The Nepalese are intensely,
influenced by astral conjunc-
tions, omens and natural pheno-
mena. King Birendra’s wedding
almost' had to be cancelled be-
cause a minor earthquake a few
evenings earlier was seen as

western Nepal, k]]lmg 70 police-
men, many in cold-blooded
executions.

The Maoists burst 6n the scene
only in 1996, emerging from a
series of sphts in the Nepalese
Communist Party. Its origins
however go back earlier, to the
time when King Mahendra
seized absolute power and barn-
ned all political parties in 1960.
One faction wanted to work with
the King, the other with parlia-
ment and these roughly corres-
ponded to the Sino-Soviet spli
with the pro-king faction a.llte«f
to Moscow. The demands of
today’s Maoist fighters, number-
ing up to 10,000 and including
experienced fighters, are classic

Communism: an end to royal

privileges, a new constitution,
abroeation of the friendshin
treaty with India, nationali-
sation of property and secular-
ism. They were presented as an
ultimatum to the Congress-
dominated government in Kath-
mandu in 1996; four days before

ple of a buffer state in the world:
its neutrality is vital to both
India and China. As a pro-West-
ern state in Asia, it has been an
important contributor to regional
stability at a time when the
Afghan virus threatened to bring
disruption to all poor, traditional
societies. Deciding how to bolster
Nepal will be difficult. The laby-
rinthine intrigues in the Nara-
yanhiti Palaee have their equiva-
lent in other parts of society.

What then should the royal

throng the streets of Kathmandu,
mourning the killing of the royal family
- and (inset) the late king and queen in a

file photograph. — AP/PTI

‘the deadline, the uprising began. .

Police tactics against the Mao-
ists have been heavy-handed,
with many documented reports
of arbitrary arrests and torture.
This has increased support for
them in the countryside, and
among human rights' champ-
ions; they were also ‘quick to
1nﬂame ethnic . discontent
among Nepal’'s many different
groups and exploit disillusion
that there has been little visible
change or social progress in the
countryside.

The new King and his govern-
ment will have to confront this
problem quickly. He may find
help from both India and China.
So keen are they both to
maintain Nepal's precarious
political balance that they are
likelw to do whatever thav can tn
help restore calm and
normality. And that includes
China offering help to beat the
Maoists.

— The Times, London.
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figurehead do to ensure stability
at home and confidence abroad?
Can Nepal’s beauty, the bravery
that underpinned the perform-
ance of the Gurkhas in the
British Army, and the loyalty of
its people be harnessed to hold
the kingdom together?

The bullets have ricocheted
béyond the palace walls. The
Nepalese are waiting to see
where else they have hit.

— The Times, London.

ominous; his coronation did not

take place until 1975 because the
astral combinations were not
favourable. For those frustrated
by such fatalism, the death of
most members of the royal
family, the most -spectacular
killing of a dynasty since the
shooting of Tsar Nicholas II of
Russia in 1918, removes a
symbol of stability and continui-
ty. Outsiders will now be des-
perate to reinforce stability.
Nepal is probably the best exam-



Left

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service

KATHMANDU: Curfew was reimposed
here at 12 noon on Tuesday as the govern-
ment grappled to deal with the main oppo-
sition party’s refusal to participate in the
investigative commission announced by
King Gyanendra on Monday to probe
Friday’s massacre at the royal palace.

In what was seen in political circles as a
shrewd move to make the commission cred-
ible in the public eye,

eft skips probe
panél, puts
Gyanendra

king
Y e L
In spot

tarnished by associating with it.

Mr Nepal's rejection could well inject a
destabilising political dimension to the
ongoing turmoil in the Himalayan kingdom.
People are angry at the crowning of King
Gyanendra and are convinced there is a
“deep conspiracy” behind the shootout last
week.

Although the streets were relatively
empty on Tuesday morning and no unto-
ward incidents were reported, those who

L

King Gyanendra had
made  Communist
leader Madhav
Kumar Nepal a mem-
ber of the three-man
pane! and given them
three days to submit
their report. The
Communists’ refusal
to play ball is a stun-
ning political reversal
for Nepal's new
king—a vote of no-
confidence against
him personally and in
his promise to be
transparent  about
what had transpired
at the palace on that
crucial night.

o came together to pa
Delhi holds out hand :
of friendship

By Seema Guha

NEW DELHI: Ever since the grim traged
unfolded in Nepal on Friday, India h;rsa%eez
going out of its way to send reassuring si
to its Himalayan neighbour. On Tuesday, the
signals came from the highest quarters—
President K.R. Narayanan and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, in condo-
lence messages to King Gyanendra and
Prime Minister G.P. Koirala respectively.
The tone of both letters was similar. India
was a friend and shared Nepal’s grim loss.
New Delhi was confident that Nepal would
overcome its current problems to put
behind “this national tragedy”.

floral tributes to the
late King Birendra
once again told jour-
nalists they believed
King Gyanendra and
his son Paras were
behind the massacre.
“There is no way
Gyanendra's com-
mittee will report the
truth,” said one angry
man. “India is still

investigating the
killing of  Rajiv
Gandhi ten years

later. How will the
truth come out in
three days?”

People are also
angry at the way the

Mr Nepal’s deci-
sion has clearly been taken with one eye
fixed on the frosty reception the king’s ini-
tiative has received from the people at large.
In a bald statement that sought refuge in
legalese, the Left leader said that while the
Communist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist-Leninist) believed in the 1990 con-
stitution and the rule of law, the committee
set up by the king was not in accordance
with the constitution or judicial propricty
and, hence, he would not be taking part in its
work. The sub-text of the statement was
obvious. If the public had already decided
the investigation would be a “cover-up”, the
Communists would obviously not like to be

, A
» Narayanan's assurance to king, Page 7 Indian media. espe-

cially Zee TV. has covered the tragedy.
“Without any proof, it is wrong for you to
have blamed Crown Prince Dipendra,” said
a man to the general approval of those
around him. The Zee crew is moving around
with police protection and, at least on two
occasions, Indian TV reporters have been
surrounded by angry youths.

Interestingly, cable operators here—who
stopped relaying all entertainment channels
the day after the palace massacre as a mark
of respect for the dead —have now stopped
relaying Indian news channels as well,
although it is not clear whether this is due to
any official diktat. e

T Finig
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oubled Nepal fights

violence with curfew

AGENCIES

40 Q\é

KATHMANDU, June 5.
Violence erupted again in Nep-
al early this morning, forcin|
the authorities to clamp a 1
hour curfew in Kathmandu and
Lalitpur from noon.

Police fired in the air, burst
tear-gas shells and lathi-
charged to disperse protesters
demanding to know the names
of the “real culprits” behind the
royal carnage. They demanded
that they be hanged. Three
persons were injured in firing.

The three-man panel, set up
by King Gyanendra yesterday
to probe the massacre, suffered
a setback today, even before it
could convene its first meeting.
One of the members, Mr Mad-
hav Kumar Nepal, resigned
from the panel saying the panel
was unconstitutional,

Mr Nepal, Communist Party

i of Nepal (UML) general secre-
' tary, said in a statement that

there were “duly laid down pro-
cedures” for the setting up of
such panels. “These have not
been followed.” The CPN-UML
said the panel should have been
set up hy thgy Prime Minister

rather than the King.

The other panel members are
the the Supreme Court Chief
Justice, Mr Keshav Prasad Up-
adhyay, and Parliament Speak-
er, Mr Tara Nath Rana Bhat.
The panel has been asked to
submit its report within three
days. Yesterday, the King had
said the report would set at rest
speculations over the killings.

Soon after the prohibitory or-
ders clamped yesterday after-
noon were relaxed at 5 am.,
mourning citi-
zens, carrying |

line.

The DIG, Mr Om Bikram
Rana, said more than 200
protesters had been detained
for violating curfew.

Though reports of protests
poured in from across the king-
dom, prohibitory orders have
been imposed in only two cities.

Authorities said at least two
people were killed and 19 in-
jured in riots yesterday, just
hours after King Gyanendra
was enthroned. Unconfirmed
reports  said

W Editorial: King sized | Séven _people

portraits  of . roblem, page 6 ' were killed in
King Birendra | .pMo,.e reports on | police firing in
and Queen | pages 4 & 8 iKathmandu
Aishwarya, — = 27 . valley.

marched in Kathmandu streets.
Mobs threw stones at police at
several places and blocked
roads by trees, uprooted road-
side railings and burnt tyres.
Around 10 a.m., vans carrying
riot police fanned out in Kath-
mandu and Lalitpur announc-
ing reimposition of curfew from
noon to midnight. Those violat-
ing the curfew would be impris-
oned for a month or could even
be shot. The streets were deser-
ted 15 minutes before the dead-

The home ministry has set up
a special cell to stop rumour-
mongering, which, it said, was
largely responsible for the
violence.

The general secretary of the
ruling Nepali Congress, Mr
Sushil Koirala, has accused
“anti-democracy forces”, inclu-
ding underground Maoist
rebels and extreme Right-win-
gers, of ftrying to create
anarchy. .

In his first TV address to an

angry nation, King Gyanendra
had appealed to the people good
senses. “It has been the tradi-
tion of the Shah dynasty to rule
the country on the basis of peo-
ple’s aspirations and S\gport.
I'm confident I'll receive the co-
operation from all to fulfil this
commitment.” ,
Political parties too have
urged people to be calm and pa-
tient till Thursday, when the
probe panel is expected to sub-
mit its findings,

The staff at the British embas-
sy in Kathmandu have rescued
26 tourists trapped at the air-
port because of the violence. A
four-vehicle convoy picked up
23 Britons, two Canadians and
a Bengali and dropped them at
a guest house in Kathmandu.
Queen’s condition: The condi-
tion of Queen Komal Rajya De-
vi Shah, wounded in the palace
firing, has improved. She was
shifted from the Army hospital
to a Kathmandu clinic yester-
day. The condition of Prince .
Gorakh Shumshere Jung Baha-
dur Rana, husband of Princess
Shruti who was killed in the
shooting, was said to be “stable

and improving”,



“KING'S CON MISSION FACES FIXING CHARGE

Riot pblice remove road Blocks put up by demonstrators in Kathmandu on Tuesday.

Parties get ideas, King gets headache

Rajiv Bagchi
Kathmandu, June 5

LEADER OF the Opposition in
Parliament Madhav Nepal’s
refusal to join the inquiry com-
mittee set up by the King yester-
day to probe the massacre at
Narayanhity Palace may be the
first signs of ‘defiance of a royal
decree by elected representa-
tives, but the tension between the
two have been building up since
the bloody Friday night.

Political observers here say
though the Nepali Congress has
welcomed the move by the new
King, there are voices of dissent
within the ruling party who are
questioning the Government’s
decision to associate with such
an unpopular decision.

However, the Nepali Congress
Government can claim victory of
sorts in the first round of its bat-
tle with the monarch by forcing
the King to announce an
unprecedented inquiry into the
affairs of the palace.

Apparently, gauging theé rebel-
lious mood of the people, who
started questioning the silence of
politicians to the killings, the
Nepali Congress debated the
issue at a meeting on June 2.

Most of those present there
said since the Government rep-
resented popular aspirations, it
should demand an investigation
into the massacre. But Prime
Minister G P Koirala advised
caution and restraint.

However, the near-revolt on
the streets forced Koirala’s
hands. Besides, Madhav Nepal,
who is a general-secretary of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(UML), had gone on air saying
“only an investigation could end
the turmoil”. There was always
the chance that the Marxists,
which ruled the country once,
could use the opportunity to turn
the tide against the Government.

At an emergency meeting of
the Nepali Congress, it was
decided that the party would now
take a stand.

The day before Gyanendra
was crowned Kking, Koirala
declared that the only way to end
the confusion was to order a
probe, something that the new
monarch announced soon afier
walking into Narayanhiti.

Relations between King Gya-
nendra and the Government had
soured even before the crowning
ceremony. The palace made it be
known to the Government that it
was unhappy with the manner in
which the Koirala regime han-
dled the crisis."

Sources said the King was
upset with the mass protests
against him on the day of the
coronation. The palace held that
the ugly scenes, especially out-
side the palace, could have been
avoided had the administration
acted swiftly Curfew was
imposed only after people threat-
ened to storm the palace.

There were also differences
between the palace and the Gov-

‘ernment on whether prohibitory

orders were to be issued today.

PTI PHOTO

Apparently, the palace was now
dealing directly with the mili-
tary and the police under the pre-
text that this was an emergency
situatiofl. The Government felt
that clamping curfew today
would prove counter-productive,
but the palace prevailed on the
administration to impose restric-
tions, citing security reasons.

A Nepali Congress leader said
such differences are bound ‘to
increase in the future, especially
since Gyanendra was never
kncwn to be a great sympathiser
of democratic forces unlike his
slain elder brother.

He was a staunch critic of
his elder brother and in close cir-
cles even blamed Birendra for
ushering in multi-party democ-
racy.in Nepal and creating insta-
bility It is perhaps prophetic that
Madhav Nepal has quit the
inquiry committee saying, “It
was not formed in a democratic
way. There were no consultations
between the palace and the polit-
ical parties on it.”

¢
\

°a

Opposmon leader
washes hands of

bloodbath probe

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, June 5

KING GYANENDRA failed to
stem popular anger with his
regime despite ordering an inqui-
ry into the palace massacre. The
commission of inquiry ran into
rough weather today as one of its
members, Opposition leader and

general secretary of the Commu- -

nist Party of Nepal (Unified Mar-
xist-Leninist) Madhav Nepal dec-
lined to join it because it had been
constituted without consulting
the Cabinet. )

Madhav Nepal’s reluctance to
join the probe was perhaps spar-
ked by the fact that the Chief Jus-
tice, who heads the commission, is
a political appointee. He is repor-
tedly close to the Nepal Congress.

UML spokesman Pradeep
Nepal said, “We want a commis-
sion that is formed according to
the principles of democracy and
constitutional monarchy.”

Though the new King prom-
ised to abide by democratic prin-

.ciples, most Nepalese leaders and

the people were sceptical about
the inquiry commission, its brief
tenure — all of three days — cre-
ating a crisis of credibility.

Given the veil of secrecy that
still obscures the truth behind the
massacre, there is widespread
suspicion that the commission
will have no option other than
naming Dipendra as the man who
killed his father and other family
members. And the people are not
willing to buy that theory.

A communist leader gave
voice to the popular mood. “Will
the King allow the questioning of
the Queen and his son Prince
Paras by the commission? If he

does so, he’ll set a precedence
that may go against the palace’s
interests in the future.”

The ruling Nepali Congress,
however, welcomed the commis-
sion. “Can there be a commission
higher than this?” said NC gen-
eral secretary Sushil Koirala. He
said his party had been seeking a
high-level commission right
from the beginning.

But curfew had to be, finally,
reimposed in Kathmandu today
after a five-hour hiatus, to contain
public disturbances. Two people
reportedly died in today’s clashes.
Prime Minister G P Koirala tried
to limit the damage by convening
a meeting of legal experts and
political representatives, includ-
ing Madhav Nepal, to discuss the
legitimacy of the commission set
up by King Gyanendra.

But that was not enough to
appease the people. They took to
the streets again. In the twin tem-
ple cities of Kathmandu and Pat-
an, people rioted, throwing stones
at security personnel, burning
tyres and digging up roads to press
their demand that King Birendra’s
killer be brought to book.

The police responded by lathi-
charging and tear-gassing protes-
tors. They also threatened that
those who violated the curfew
would be imprisoned, or shot if
they resisted arrest.

Though it seems that King
Gyanendra and his unpopular
son will find it difficult to win the
trust of the people, who want the

¥ truth about the massacre, he

found some ‘support from India.

President K R Narayanan and
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee sent messages to the new
King and Nepal’s Prime Minister
promising that India would help
Nepal in its effort to overcome
this great tragedy.

“My Government looks for-
ward to working with Your
Majesty’s Government to intensi-
fy mutually beneficial coopera--
tion between our two countries,”
Narayanan said in a letter to
King Gyanendra.

Vajpayee too wrote to the King,
saying, “We would like.you to
know that in this hour of nation-
al sorrow, India and its people
are with the Kingdom of Nepal.”
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y NE nbed not scoff at the notions
of sse oblige that have clear-
ly domhinated the thinking of the

' Nepalese establishment in dealing with

the ghastly events that took place in

the Royal Palace on that fateful night of

1 June. It was only in living memory

that the monarch looked upon as a re-

ular demand and allowed an elected
parliament and a government headed
by the Prime Minister who would also
be responsible to elected representa-
tives. The most plausible recital of
events suggests that it was crown
prince Dipendra in an inebriated state,
| aggravated by what is known of his
temper, stormed out of the dining room
and returned in military fatigues and
an automatic weapon and while clearly
not in full posseasion of his faculties wi-
ped out almoat the entire Royal family,
including his parents, the King and
Queen, before turning the weapon on
himself. The queen mother escaped as
she was in another room answering a
telephone call. The immediate provoca-
tion seems to have been his desire to
marry someone whom his mother con-

incarnation of Vishnu gave way to pop-

oblesse oblige
in Nepal

P
1
|

times Nepal has become the happy
hunting ground for China, for Pakistan
and for intriguers of all descriptions, in- .
cluding Subhas Ghigingh, our friend in |

Darieeli
Indian i

, apart from the traditional |
uence dictated by geography |

and close relations between neighbours |
with bonds of culture and religion but |

also with problems between them. Gya-

nendra and Birendra, although broth- !

ers, were poles apart, and with Gya-

nendra crowned King, India has cause !

for greater concern.

There are reports that Indian news- :
papers were burnt in Kathmandu. It is
reasonable to suppose that people were
expressing their resentment that news- -

papers were not telling the whole story.
If other newspapers had been available
in any quantity they would have been
burnt too. The impatience with sup-

pression of the truth, increased with

the floating of improbable explana-
tions, must be real. In this time and
age, people want to know the truth and
Nepalese are alert and conscious
enough of their rights to demand that

they be told what happened. It is a com- -
mon error to assume that ‘people are .

sonal and private bu
spare a thought fo
the poor child who,
| wrongly, must feel responsible for it all.
| There may be variations on the theme.

O official announcements in quick
succegsion reflect the dilemma
faced by the Court. The first suggested
| that an automatic weapon went off ac-
| cidentally or perhaps exploded. The
second from the Regent, Prince Gya-
nendra, a tricky customer at the best of
times, was that the firing was acciden-
tal. We are left to suppose that either
| the explosion was so selective that it
only targeted individuals and a large
number at that, or that the victims pre-
sented themselves in serial order before

| an automatic weapon that knew when.

| to begin and when to stop. The dilemma
| facing the Nepalese Court or the equiv-
| alent of a privy council was real. King
' Birendra had to be succeeded by his
| son; if it was the latter who pulled the
| trigger, how would you explain his ele-
| vation to the throne. Reports that he
| was on a life support system were in-
| tended to give the palace time they nee-
| ded. Now that Dipendra too is dead and
i Prince Regent Gyanendra crowned
| within hours, a new situation arises,

' This is not the only worry. In recent

ic or too disturbing.
The largest Opposition party in Nepal

is Communist and although they sup- .
port the monarchy, dxcept for a ramp -
that wants a republican. constitution,
the Nepalese can take it. And the truth -

will be out despite all the efforts being
e with

madeto?oonfead‘than
carefully doctored morsels of the story. :

cause it is incon-
| venient or too trag- |

sidered not entirely suitable, moreover willing to be treated like backward chil-
| the timing was disap- . . dren who cannot be

proved by astrologers. C R IRANI trusted to know the

The details are per- whele truth be-

For instance, questions will be asked
what were the palace staff doing while .

the carnage was going on? Surely there
were a number of servants at'

din-
ner, there would have been the King’s -

ADCs and other staff: there would have

been some security.

THE temptation to fish in troubled
waters

;;;;:cially on the part of

Nepal's nej

urs inimical to India

ill be real and must be countered.

This will require all of India’s tact,

firmnéss and diplomacy. Fortunately, '

our current Ambassador to Kathmandu
i8 skilled and experienced and can be
trusted to acquit himself well for his

country. But it will not be easy. Gya-

nendra has no time for democracy and
Koirala does not lack statecraft..

The Nepa :
will stand by Nepal and her people.

oS ——

must be sure that India -
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HOCK WAVES over the unexplained assas-
: smanon of King Birendra, an immensely popular
" constitutional monarch, have caused a violent
crisis of confusion that threatens to engulf Ne-
pal’s democratic political system as well. An ee-
rie saga of a regicidal carnage has deepened into
a mystery, with the highly emotive events of the
royal succession on Monday serving as a chang-
- ing context for the rising popular unrest. A num-
ber of royal dignitaries, including King Birendra
and Queen Aishwarya, lost their lives in a mass
slaughter that occurred inside the palace last
week. Aggravating the tragedy were the subse-
quent reports about the hospitalisation of Prince
Dipendra in a critical condition in the specific
context of suspicions about his involvement as
the assassin. As the slain monarch’s designated
heir, Prince Dipendra was quickly proclaimed
the king too. He remained uncrowned for nearly
two days thereafter until his death on Monday,
although the palace and the political authorities
took care in the meantime to deflect the blame
from him for a treasonable offence. Yet, the im-
position of a curfew for King Dipendra’s funeral
is an overwhelmingly sad commentary on the
disturbed state of the nation. It is in Nepal's en-
lightened interest to put its house back in order
as quickly as possible. Indeed, the international
community, led by India, has expressed much
empathy.

Yet, Nepal is struggling to come to terms
with the rapid changes at the helm. The ground-
swell of popular anger, manifest in spontaneous
rioting over the suspicions of a cover-up, has not
been immediately reversed by the crowning of
Prince Gyanendra — slain King Birendra’s
brother — as the constitutional monarch follow-
ing King Dipendra’s death in hospital. In fact,
the unusual security alert that punctuated the
coronation on Monday seems to have only
heightened the country’s sense of a spiralling
crisis over its sorrow. While independent reports
from /(:thmandu spoke of a public protest
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spread indignation with a solemn assurdnce that
his brother’s gruesome murder would bdinvesti-
gated with a view to making the findings known
to the people. In a gesture of goodwill towards
the citizens, King Gyanendra explained that con-
stitutional and legal difficulties had prevented
him from being explicit earlier about the manner
in which his brother had died. The new king, the
second in two days, was now referring to his own
previous statement that an accidental shooting
inside the palace had accounted for the killings
of King Birendra and several others of the royal
entourage. For the ordinary Nepalese, who
deeply revere late King Birendra for having re-
mained a patron of democracy after being forced
to give up absolute power, what will matter the
most is a transparent probe. The investigation
should answer all questions about the ghoulish
tragedy with convincing credibility.

While King Gyanendra has certainly struck
the right note about unravelling the facts of the
tragedy, his own earlier version of an accidental
shooting is no longer the final word on the issue.
In a sense, the constitutional difficulty, which
the new king has now spoken of, may only revive
the tale of a king being killed by a crown prince.
It will also stoke concerns about why the latest
monarch had, while serving as a regent, chosen
to talk of an accident at all in the first place.
These and other related posers will need to be
addressed by the palace and the civilian political
establishment alike. The Prime Minister, Mr. Gi-
rija Prasad Koirala, is already under fire for hav-
ing failed to ensure the security of a titular but
influential king. Nepal’s political order offers the
monarch a considerable strategic space as an
opinion-maker. It is in this sense that India and
others will need to know the opinions of the new
king on such key %5 as Nepal's ties with its
big neighbours. :
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is being drawn between a plot
hatched in 1806 by a Nepali
Prime Minister to grab powe} and
Friday’s massacre of the king*
dom’s royal family, with both
Killings being traced to internal
feuds in the palace.

The first recorded massacre for
power in Nepal’s history occurred
in 1806 after the assassination of
King Rana Bahadur Shah. The
then Prime Minister, Bhimsen
Thapa, used the king’s assassina-
tion to liquidate all potential

%rivals among court officials by
implicating them, on the basis of
trumped-up charges, in the plot
against the Rana Bahadur’s life.

A total of 93 persons, 16 women
and 77 men, lost their lives as a
result of Thapa’s machinations to
grab power. Thapa later declared
the 18-month-old prince Rajendra
the new king and the youngest
wife of the slain Rana Bahadur,
the 12-year-old Tripurasundari,

. regent to the throne and started
ruling the country. A

A senior Nepali hist&i\m as
found similarity between the 1806
massacre and the assassination
Friday evening of 12 members of
the royal family, including King
Birendra and Queen Aishwarya.

Birendra and the others were
allegedly gunned down by former
Crown Prince Dipendra following
an argument over his choice of
bride. The crown prince then
reportedly attempted suicide.
Prince Gyanendra, Birendra’s
brother who has been appointed
regent, has claimed the deaths
were caused by the accidental dis-

' charge of an automatic weapon.

“There could be many more
deaths inside the palace which

-have not been reported so far but
could be recorded in history for
generations to come,” the histori-
an said on condition of anonymi-
ty. “The regent Gyanendra is
known for his differences with the
slain King Birendra over the han-
dling of affairs of state. Biren-
dra’s liberal attitude towards
democracy and his decision to
become a constitutional monarch
were not liked by many in the
palace,” the historian said.

“In the palace, royal guards do
not allow anybody to carry
weapons in the presence of the
king. Since the dinner hall, where
the massacre reportedly took
place, is in a different block from
where crown prince Dipendra
reportedly brought the guns he
used, why and under whose
instructions did the royal guards”
allow Dipendra to move around
with weapons?” the historian said.

It was reported in the local
media that Dipendra went out of
the dining hall and returned with
an automatic rifle before firing
indiscriminately at members of
the royal family.

“The emphasis is being put on
the regent’s absence at the scene
but it seems impossible that the
royal family would discuss the
issue of the crown prince’s mar-
riage in the absence of Prince
Gyanendra, one of the most influ-
ential members of the royal fami-
ly,” the historian stated.

“The escape of Queen Mother
Ratna, who was also present in
the dining hall, has further com-
plicated the issue as she, as well
as the regent, are known for their
not too liberal attitudes towards
the current political system,” he
added. King Gyanendra was out
of the national capital at the time
of the massacre and did not attend
the dinner, a formal once-a-month
gathering of the ruling family.

King Gyanendra has issued a
statement saying, “According to
the information received by us,
(the royal family members) were

seriously injured in an accidental
firing from an automatic wea-
pon.” (Indo-Asian News Service)
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ROYAL CARRIAGE: Nepal’s newly-crowned King Gyanendra greets people from a carriage in front of the Hanuman Palace in Kai
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thmandu on

Monday. Nepal proclaimed its second king in two days on Monday, naming regent Prince Gyanendra as monarch following a mysterious
palace massacre which rocked Nepal to its foundations. (Reuters)

Gyanendra must win people’s support

Kathmandu, June 4: Nepal's
newly-crowned King Gyanendra
and Queen Komal will have to
work to win the support of the
Nepalese people that King Biren-
dra and Queen Aishwarya enjoyed
before they were shot dead with six
others in the Friday night Royal
Palace massacre.

Gyanendra, 53, is the younger
brother of the slain king and
Komal the younger sister of the
slain queen.

The new king is mainly known
for his keen interest in nature and
wildlife conservation activities. He
is chairman of the King Mahendra
Trust for Nature Conservation and

has worked on behalf of the World
Wildlife Fund.

King Gyanendra has also been
critical of the system of democracy
his brother established 11 years
ago after a series of bloody protest
demonstrations on the grounds that
many politicians are
corrupt and Nepal is
still an impoverished
country.

Gyanendra’s family has been hit
by a number of headlinc-grabbing
scandals involving his son, paras.
who is next in the line of succes-
ston. Paras has been involved in a
number of fatal car accidents
which many Nepalese felt were

 PROFILE

never fully explained because of
his ties to the royal family.

Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
was born on July 1947 as the sec-
ond son of then Crown Prince
Mahendra and Crown Princess
Indra Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah. In
1950 at the age of
three, he first became
king of Nepal when
the autocratic Rana clan of
Nepalese prime ministers installed
him as monarch after King Tribhu-
van and the rest of the royal family
joined forces with pro-democracy
groups and fled to India.

But the mancouvre by the Rana
clan failed and the coronation of
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the three-year-old Gyanendra was
annulled.

Gyanendra ‘was sent with two
brothers, including Birendra, to a
catholic missionary school in Dar-
jeeling, India. He completed his
studies there in 1956. And later
studied at Cambridge, England.

He enjoys reading and as a youth
played hockey and cricket. Like
his brother, Birendra, he married a
daughter of the Rana clan, moves
that helped ease the rivalry
between the two dynasties.

Gyanendra and Komal, who were
married in 1970, have two chil-
dren, Prince Paras, and a daughter,
Princess Perana. (DPA)

RSS suspects
conspiracy

behind Nepal
royal killings

By OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 4: Even as the
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee made it clear that the
Indian government did not sub-
scribe to any conspiracy theory
over the killings of royal family
members in Nepal, RSS chief
K.S. Sudarshen described the
killings as a “conspiracy to
embitter, friendly Indo-Nepal
ties.” )

The Prime Minister said that
“India does not subscribe to any

* conspiracy theory and would

provide all possible coopera- -
tion.”

Mr Vajpayee said that the
government was “ studying the
developments in Nepal and are
confident that the situation will
improve.” He remarked: “I
have spoken to the Nepalese
Prime Minister and we have
assured them of our coopera-

However, the head of the
Sangh Parivar, Mr Sudershan,
appeared to convinced of a con-
spiracy angle in the killings. In
a statement issued by the RSS,
Mr Sudershan claimed that the
killings were the handiwork of
those who wanted to “embitter
Nepal’s ties with India.” The
RSS chief felt that since Nepal
was a “Hindu Rashtra,” the
“anti-Hindu elements could be
behind the killings.” For the
RSS chief, “King Birendra was
considered incarnation of Lord
Vishnu.”

He observed that during the
past few years there had been
an upserge of anti-Hindu feel-
ings in Nepal. It can be men-
tioned that during the Hrithik
Roshan controversy in Nepal,

the RSS and its mouthpjece had
talked about “anti-Huifdu move-
ments being plan y the ISI

elements.”
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By Manoj Joshi

NEW DELHI: The protests, firings
and curfew that have marked King
Gyanendra’s accession to the
Nepalese throne is an ill-omen, rid-
ing on the back of a calamity. India,
which shares a 1,700-km open bor-
der with the Himalayan kingdom, is
worried over the developments in
Nepal.

In a land where the literacy rate
is a little over 25 per cent, the
monarchy has been deeply revered
and has served the practical role of

to be the only

& Nepal crisis\_

mandu and it is no secret that they
have formed the core of the
protests related to India, be it
against the teaching of Sanskrit in
schools or Hrithik Roshan movies.
Sources say that the visceral ha-
tred of the Maoists for India has
persuaded them to strike up an op-
portunist alliance with Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence. For the
past decade or so, the ISI has used
Kathmandu as a staging area for
sending agents and explosives into
India. Indications that the Maoists
are playing their

keeping the dis-

parate people ofh NEWS ANALYSIS qCade

the mountain kingdom united. The
inability of Nepalese political par-
ties to make parliamentary democ-
racy work has only served to high-
light this role. But the circum-
stances of Gynanendra’s accession
are bound to weaken the authority
of the constitutional head of state
vis-a-vis Nepal’s factious parties as
well as the people of the country.
The only gainers at this point ap-
pear to be the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist), whose under-
ground chief Prachanda declared
in a statement on Sunday that the
massacre “portrays the end of the
present political system”. The party
abandoned the parliamentary path
for the gun in 1996, and has since
embarked on an insurgency which
has taken 1,700 lives and which, ac-
cording to intelligence assessments,
has intensified markedly this year.
The Maoists wield great influence
among the student groups of Kath-

carefully

come from

Prachanda’s statement which
termed the killing of King Birendra

and other members of the royal
family as a “pre-planned mas-
sacre”. The statement praised King
Birendra for his “patriotic” and lib-
eral attitudes and attacked Prime
Minister G.P. Koirala, and “the In-
dia capitalist, hegemonist rulers”.
Though the party demands a
new constitution, its goal is to over-
throw monarchy and replace it
with a one-party state. The Maoists
control five of Nepal’s 75 districts
and are active in 50 more. The epi-
centre of the insurgency lies in the
mid-western hill districts of Nepal,
including Pokhra. The movement
has thousands of well trained
cadres who are following the clas-
sic Maoist strategy of striking roots
in the rural area and building up

impressive strength to oyerwhelm
Kathmandu. /

THE [MES OF ivinn




%\”Wx\”’

murder

r\ lal
Dirk Beveridge %,
KATMANDU 3JUNE 7
NEPAL'S CARETAKER king said
on Sunday said eight members of
the royal family were shot to death
by accident, despite official reports
saying the crown prince had killed
his relatives in a dispute over his
wedding plans.

The tragedy has left this
Himalayan nation with a new king
— who some allege was the gun-
man — clinging to life and raised
questions about where the monar-
chy goes from here.

Crown Prince Dipendra —
who became the formal king upon
the death of his revered, soft-spo-
ken father — was pictured in royal
attire on page one of the govern-
ment newspaper, The Rising
Nepal. But the 29-year-old
remains in critical condition in a
hospital and his uncle, Prince
Gyanendra, is acting king in his
place.

Gyanendra issued a statement
Sunday blaming “accidental firing
of an automatic weapon” for the
death of King Birendra, the queen
and six other royals Friday. But he
did not say who fired the weapon
or explain how such an accident
could have happened.
Government officials and senior
military sources inside the palace
have maintained the royals were
killed by Dipendra who then
turned his gun on himself.

By mentioning the gunfire,
Prince Gyanendra went further
than The Rising Nepal, which
referred to “an unanticipated inci-
dent.” Government officials were
unavailable for comment on
Sunday as a five-day mourning
has been declared.

Senior military and palace
sources said on Sunday that the
crown princeshot the family and
then himself. Prime Minister Girija
Prasada Koirala said late on
Saturday that the government will
investigate the killings in an appar-
ent attempt to appease an angry
public that is doubtful of both

érea

- Caretaker king claims
ccidental

How GREEN WAS MY VALLEY: An undated file photo of
Prince Dipendra raising a toast to a visiting
dignitary in Kathmandu. — Reuters

explanations. Many suspect the
government’s involvement in the
deaths.

“I want to assure the people
that the truth and facts of this inci-
dent will be made public,” he said.

However, Nepal's constitution
allows only the king to launch an
investigation. “An inquiry com-
mission will be formed only by the
king, not the government,”
Govind Raj Joshi, the most senior
government minister after Koirala
said. “The government does not
have any role to investigate this.”

Mr Joshi said the country —
already suffering from a Maoist
insurgency and  opposition
demands that Koirala resign over a
government bribery scandal —

would overcome the tragedy.

Koirala visited Dipendra and
three injured royal family mem-
bers in the military hospital on
Sunday. “The condition of King
Dipendra is extremely critical,” the
prime minister told state-run
radio. The report did pot say
whether Dipendra was still on life
support, as reported on Saturday.

Many ordinary Nepalis refuse
to believe the crown prince
slaughtered the royal family. Yet
many said they found it difficult to
accept the seriously wounded
crown prince as their king.

Eight people died in the attack
Friday night and three were
injured. Details have remained

sketchy. — AP
A~y Tisivkw
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Himalayan Challenge,

The shock an trage over the killing of king Birendra and his
family members anY the outbursts of grief by the hundreds of
thousands who thronged the funeral procession attest to the monar-
chy’s strong, unifying Mold over the Nepalese people. The cries of
“Long live our beloved king” that rent the air on the monarch’s last
journey is evidence enough of his overwhelming grip over people’s
hearts and minds even though he had ceded political power 11 years
ago. The advent of political democracy and Birendra’s own acceptance
of his role as a constitutional monarch did little to diminish the
affection in which he was held by the Nepalese. Indeed, in the
Himalayan kingdom, the king is venerated as an incarnation of Vishnu;
as the supreme symbol of spiritual and cultural confluence. While
political mortals ran the administration, the monarch remained the
sole sustainer, a lofty figure of continuity who transcended the murky
world of parliamentary politics. Little wonder, then, that his popularity
actually soared in the aftermath of the mass protests that eventually
ied to the installation of a multi-party electoral system. Unfortunately
for Nepal, the nascent, if a little too vibrant, democracy has been
dogged ever since by corruption and political skulduggery. As regimes
quickly changed — 10 governments in 10 years — development was
badly affected, and growing pauperisation and violence only gave rise
to more despair than hope. Ironically, the wilful indifference of the new
political class to economic priorities and issues of governance seemed
only to strengthen the bonds of an alienated people — who saw them-
selves as abandoned in the new political order — with the monarchy
which remained the only enduring symbol of stability.

In Nepal's hour of grief, the tragedy should awaken the politicians —
who have fouled the democratic pitch — to their mandated
responsibilities. This is the most serious political challenge to confront
Nepal after the monarchy became a casualty of popular protests. The
hard-won democracy is today endangered by the rising power and ap-
peal of the Maoists, who recently enforced a three-day bandh and ear-
lier ordered the closure of schools. If despite the numerous encounters
and killings, the Maoists appear to be gaining, it is because of the gov-
ernment’s failure to tackle poverty, corruption, exploitation and mis-
management that have kept the Nepalese poor. There is no reason for
such unmitigated poverty in Nepal with its rich abundance of natural
resources and hard-working people. Yet, there has been little economic
development during the 10 years of multi-party government. The
march of the Maoists cannot be halted by the use of paramilitary forces
alone. Their predatory power can be broken only by eliminating the
conditions of underdevelopment and deprivation in which they thrive
and find support. it is time the squabbling politicians woke up to the
country’s potential and expectations. In this hour of trauma, Nepal’s
friends can only hope that the death of Birendra will act as a much-
needed purge to rid the kingdom’s benighted polity of the many toxins
-— corruption, venality, maladministration, self-aggrandisement, petty
{actionalism. to name a few — that have vitiated this infant democracy.

/



Gun went off accidentally,

{\‘\,\

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service

KATHMANDLU: In the first offi-
cial admission that late King
Birendra and seven other mem-
bers of Nepal's royal family died of
gunshot wounds, Prime Minister
GP  Koirala and  Prince
Gyanendra, the regent, said in vir-
tually identical statements that the
tragedy occurred when an auto-
matic rifle went off “accidentally™
They did not, however, say who
fired the gun or provide any details
of the circumstances Jeading up to
the incident.

Thousands of people gathered
outside the gates of Nepal's royal
palace on Sunday. the first {ull day
of national mourning for King
Birendra and other members of
the royal family. While Kathmandu
remained calm, there were a few
spontancous demonstrations —-
raucous but peaceful — near the
royal palace in the evening, with
youths demanding that the killer
of King Birendra be hanged.

As the people sought to come to
terms with the tragedy. the air was
thick with talks about conspiracy.
A royalist group. Rashtriya Milan
Kendra, accused the government
of being involved in the massacre.

Prior to the broadcast of Prince
Gyanendra’s statement on Radio
Nepal on Sunday morning, the
official radio and television sta-
tions here only spoke of the swar-
garohan  (demise) of King
Birendra and Queen Aishwarya,
not even mentioning the cause of
death. The government-owned
newspaper, Rising Nepal, spoke

cryptically of “an unanticipated
incident”.

Some reports today suggested
that King Dipendra, who is on life
support system in the army hospi-
tal, was injured on the back, con-
trary to Saturday’'s report that he
shot himself in the temple.
Presumably attempting to set at
rest the speculation about the role
of King Dipendra in the shooting
and persistent rumours that the
new king is clinically dead, the
regent stressed the constitutionali-
ty of the royal succession. He also
said King Dipendra was in critical
condition and undergoing treat-
ment.

In his statement. Mr Koirala
said, "According to the informa-
tion we have, the incident hap-
pened by an accidental firing of an
automatic weapon, seriously injur-
ing the king, the queen, the crown
prince and members of the royal
family. They were rushed to the
hospital. where, despite the efforts
of the doctors, the king and the
queen passed away.”

Though the official account has
finally begun to catch up with
unofficial reports that King
Dipendra shot and killed his par-
ents and other members of his
family in a dispute over his choice
of the 22-year-old Devyani Rana
as bride, it would be extremely dif-
ficult for the government to go
beyond its current position given
the fact that Dipendra is now the
king of Nepal.

In fact, one of the issues being
discussed at the street level is the
legal implications of patricide-regi-
cide in a constitutional monarchy.

says%epal government

As can be imagined, opinions are
divided. Some people feel that
now Dipendra is king, no stigma
can be attached to the route he fol-
lowed. Others, however, strongly
feel that King Dipendra cannot be
above the 1990 constitution and
that should he recover, he must be
prosecuted for the crime he is
thought to have committed.

So far, the public mood towards
King Dipendra is ambivalent. A
mercurial man with a reputation
for the unpredictable, he had
recently begun to cultivate a softer
public persona by taking an inter-
est in sports and public issues like
ATIDS. Nevertheless. he was far, far
less popular than his father
Birendra. A small section of those
who turned out to witness the
royal funeral procession on
Saturday did demand that the
guilty be punished and shouted
slogans against Mr Koirala. It is
hard to gauge the extent to which
such a call would have popular
backing.

It is almost as if the government
and the people of Nepal have gone
into denial. The only painless way
out of this terrible moral predica-
ment would be for King Dipendra
to die. If. indeed, he is clinically
dead, the decision on whether to
take him off the life support sy;/
tem will have to be made by Prince
Gyanendra, who would then auto-
matically take over as king
Analysts here expect that after the
passage of a “reasonable™ amount
of time, this is in fact what will
finally happen. g
» See Edit: Himalaya
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_~Birendra’s Nepal
The Once and Forever Kingdom

O

FTER the funerMng

Birendra Bir Bikram Shah on
Saturday night, the immediate
gricf that swept the country turned
to formal mourning and a degree
of introspection. OIld stories
were retold.

On a visit to Germany as crown
prince, Birendra broke protocol
and asked his German laison offi-
cer to show him “typical” Germany.
The protocol officer called Bonn,
told them the prince would not be
showing up for his scheduled open-
ing of an art gallery, and took the
youth instead to his farm house.
After spending several days there
Birendra confided to his host,
“Some day you will help me to
make my country like this.” The
protocol officer retired, became an
expert on containing leprosy, but
continued advising Birendra, by
now king of Nepal.

1t was king Birendra who asked
the Germans to restore the city of
Bhaktapur when asked what he
wanted as a wedding gift. The
city, which won a heritage award, is
regarded by the Germans as a
leading project in their S0 years of
international aid.

And it was king Birendra who in-
sisted that all students do a stint of
teaching in the villages of Nepal,
before they graduated. Every year
the king would take his court out to
different parts of the country to get
to know the problems of his people
better. His courtiers did not always
appreciate such initiatives. It is ru-
moured that once when the king in-
sisted he see an experimental farm
he opened some years earlier,
cauliflowers were uprooted from
clsewhere and planted in time for
the royal visit.

Other royal reforms included an
¢ffort towards transparency in the
social system as well as in the role
of royal family members and their
business ventures. Such controver-
sial steps could not succeed at the
time and the king found that the
palace was an institution that en-
veloped him and was often quick-
sand for the ideals he stood for.

ack then, the king set himself a
unishing schedule. Courtiers saw
him working late, as he answered
petitions or asked his aides to in-
quire into cases requiring his atten-
tion. Palace protocol came between
him and those he wished to talk to,
but sometimes he forced a gap in
the wall around him and became
for a brief moment his “friendly
outgoing” self, as a friend from his
schoo] days described him.
In those early days, an air of

v l\ \o By DUBBY BHAGAT

Chmelot prevailed. Harvard-edu-
cated king Birendra gathered about
im} a Brains Trust who advised and
supported him. One among them
met the Indian press yesterday in
order to pay his tributes to the slain
king. He had barely started to relive
those times, when tears choked
him. He is Nepal’s ambassador to
India, Bhekh Bahadur Thapa.

“He was too kind and kindness
and kingship don't go together,”
said one long-time resident refer-
ring to the time the king acceded
(some say too easily) to the will of
his people who wanted a constitu-
tional monarchy and democracy.
And as that nascent democracy
foundered and many nostalgically
harked back to the past, almost
everyone agreed that, “His Majesty
is the only one in Nepal who abides
by the constitution.”

Nepal, since the king was
crowned in 1975, has always made a
distinction between the palace and

preeeme—= |N BRIEF

s King Birendra touched the
people in a way uncommon
among royalty

+ Nepal has always

distinguished between the
king and the palace

* Thanks to the coterie around
him, the king was
increasingly isolated

the king. In that difference lay the
realisation that all that emanated
from the palace was not the king’s
desire, wish or aspiration. Indeed,
once an aide to the king remarked,
“What are we going to do about all
the king’s men?” And it is now gen-
erally believed that it was his co-
terie that brought him down and,
some say, was responsible, however
indirectly, for his death.

The shooting in the palace oc-
curred because of a feeling in the
coterie that a young lady the crown
prince was seeing was of the wrong
lineage or not good enough. It is be-
lieved that the king himself never
expressed his views. The lady in
question is educated, poised, won-
derfully human and the daughter of
a loyalist. Seen as Vishnu in his Hin-
du avatar and Lokeshwar by his
Buddhist subjects, king Birendra
probably leaned towards the Bud-
dhist deity, who rather than hurt
anyone would retire within himself.

At his coronation, the young king
asked that his friends be inter-
viewed rather than he himself. The

picture that emerged was of a sensi-
tive man concerned about his sub-
jects, aware of their poverty and de-
termined to serve them as against
ruling them. Court intrigue that
swirled about him had him first
bewildered and then withdrawing.
But his concern for his subjects
remained even as recently as a
few months ago when he visited
a restaurant and apologised for
being late.

Delays in the affairs of state are
not allowed, and taking a page from
king Birendra’s book, the privy
council has quickly appointed
prince Dipendra — controversy
and all — no doubt so that the new-
ly founded constitution was ad-
hered to as closely as possible. The
constitution did not account for a
tragedy of so vast a magnitude. The
council also wanted to allay the
conspiracy theories that abounded
because the mind had to make
sense of randomness and chaos, and
come to grips with the turmoil that
possessed Nepal.

While king Dipendra struggles
for life on support systems, the able
prince Gyanendra is prince regent.
He is the pragmatist visionary to his
brother’s unfettered idealism, he is
an intellectual with his feet firmly
amidst the grass roots of his country
and if anyone can rise above in-
trigue, and weld together the war-
ring factions of Nepal’s new-found
democracy, prince Gyanendra can.

His detractors have labelled him
anti-Indian. He is assuredly not. He
will listen to anyone who he sees as
having resonance and cerebral
worth. It is for India to provide such
a person to manage the fragile rela-
tionship between the two countries.
Ambassador Deb Mukharjee
would be ideal but his tenure is
time-bound, and it is such inflexibil-
ity that is in itself an irritant, indeed,
that gave rise to the initial cracks
between the two nations.

King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah
has found peace from the wrangling
and “fitful fever”, that had him
more and more isolated. In Nepal,
itis believed that good kings will be
reborn: As the dust slowly settles on
the tragedy, Nepalis gather beneath
the Pipalbot (the Pipal tree where
news papers have traditionally
been sold) and reassure themselves
that king Birendra Bir Bikram
Shah, like one of his ancestors, will
be reborn, and another golden page
in Nepal’s history will be written.
(Dubby Bhagat, who went to cover
the coronation of His Majesty King
Birendra Bir Bikram Shah, now

lives and works in Nepal), -
FRE MAEN ‘“‘J‘f
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Al THE TRAGEDY IN NEPAL s~ q\\/

THE MACA E MASSACRE of King Birendra of
Nepal and se\eral other ranking scions of the
royal order, including Queen Aishwarya, has left
the constitutional monarchy of the poor Hima-
layan state in utter disarray. Compounding the
ghoulish tragedy is the official ambivalence
about a flurry of independent reports suggesting
the involvement of Crown Prince Dipendra as the
assailant. First, the prince was reported to have
tried to kill himself with the weapon that he used
to murder his popular parents and close relatives
on Friday night. This version has since been dis-
puted, with the palace and the Prime Minister,
Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala, now claiming that the
killings were the result of an “accidental shoot-
ing”. Yet, the authorities have refrained from say-
ing how or by whom the grisly “accident”” had
been caused. So, it seems to be a bizarre adher-
ence to some interpretation of ‘constitutional’
propriety that the State Council, which concerns
itself with royal matters, should have named
Prince Dipendra as the new King, despite the

doubts over his alleged involvement in a treason- .

able crime. As the prince is said to be critically ill,
perhaps even ‘clinically dead’, the slain King’s
brother, Prince Gyanendra, has been assigned to
perform the functions of the monarch. The first
accounts of the gruesome conversion of a palace
chamber into a killing field indicated that Prince
Dipendra, the designated heir to the throne, had
presumably killed his parents in a rage over their
opposition to his choice of a bride from an aris-
tocratic family.

The scale of the mass slaughter of the Nepa-
lese royal brigade is widely seen to match the
monarchical executions that Lenin ordered in
Russia in the early part of last century. Even in
the absence of clear evidence about the murder
motives in Nepal at this time, the two are not
politically comparable at all. There has also been
no serious suggestion by official Nepal at this
time that the so-called Maoist guerillas of the
Himalayan kingdom might have had something
to do with the slaymg of King Birendra. Indeed,

the assassinated monarch enjoyed an enormous
degree of acceptability among the ordinary Ne-
palese citizens. A unique high point of his long
reign was the people-friendly role that he played
to facilitate Nepal's transformation into a consti-
tutional monarchy with a democratic core in
1990. This was particularly significant in the con-
text of his earlier penchant for not only a large
dose of absolute monarchy but also the pan-
chayat system of governance which could at best
be regarded only as a half-way step towards mod-
ern democracy of a non- ideological kind. As the

promulgations of the Panchayat Constitution in

1962 and the Royal Constitution in 1959 had pre-
ceded Birendra’s reign, he rightly earned political
colours as the patron of Nepalese democracy.
The latest carnage in Kathmandu might
spark an unusually serious debate over repub-
licanism in Nepal. Even before this palace may-
hem, the present elected Government, headed by
Mr. Koirala, had found itself in considerable po-
litical difficulties over several issues, including
charges of corruption and a security challenge
traceable to the growing influence of the Maoist
People’'s War activists, who clamour for ‘social
justice’. However, the Koirala administration will
need to brace itself for possible new challenges in
the context of a climate of confusion that could
be caused by the king’s passing. Nepal's internal
political problems in the ongoing democratic era
have often been heightened by deep ideological
contentions over basic policy issues. Another
complication is a peculiar siege-mentality of the
Nepalese politicians who tend to worry about the
overwhelming strategic presence of India and
China in their immediate neighbourhood. While
Kathmandu often appears keen to do a balancing
act in its foreign policy in respect of New Delhi
and Beijing, Nepal's internal agendas are not also
devoid altogether of security issues of concern to
its big neighbours. Yet, as the Koirala admj

Nepal should be able to count on the
India and other neighbours.
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graph of King Birendra and Queen Aishwarya with their children, Princess
Crown Prince Dipendra (face circled) and Prince Niranjan. — AP/PTL
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June 2. - As a gesture of its high-
ia had originally planned to send
e ] & Mr KR Narayanan, and the home
minister, M {K Advani, to Kathmandu for the
funeral, but-y ed off their visit when informed
that the Palaw would not be receiving any dele-
gation.. = - - ) '

It was not clesr why even the Indian Ambassa-
‘dor to Nepal, based at Kathmandu, was asked to
stay away from-the last rites. Since Nepali TV
was not televising the funeral proceedings, details
of the event were nar available. ‘

_The Union Cabinét met in an emergency ses-
sion this evening to pass a condolence resolution

P

kesident, Advani call off visit

at the tragedy that had befallen the kingdom of
Nepal. . ,

Expressing deep shock over the -unfortunate
and untimely demise of the King of Nepal, Queen

- Aishwarya and other members of the royal fami-

ly, the government also announced a three-day
state mourning. The Cabinet observed a brief si-

.lence in respect to the departed souls, the exter-

nal affairs minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, said.
The condolence resolution, conveyed to the
Nepalese government, said: “As a neighbour and
close friend, in this hour of Nepal’s grief, we share
the feelings of immense sorrow of Her Majesty the
Queen Mother, members of the royal family and

W See VISiT: page 10
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epal’s Crown Prince shoots King Birendra, (uee
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Nepal State Council has famed Crow
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n Aishwarya and siblings over love affair

life in hospital, the Kipg and the late King's brother, Prince
Gyanendra, the Regent. Bodies of the royal couple were cremated
on Saturday night. Nepalese protesting over the killings stoned
~ Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala's car

AGENCIES

KATHMANDU, June 2. —
Nepal's Crown Prince Dipen-
dra shot dead the King, Queen
and nine other people, at least
six of them members of the roy-
al family, before turning the
gun-on himself last night.

The incident occurred at 11
p-m. when the royal family sat
for dinner at Narayanhity Pal-
ace. The reason behind the

massacre was. said to be the -

Queen’s objection to Dipendra’s
choice of his bride and also his
insistence to marry now.

The State Council, following
constitutional provisions, has
named Dipendia the King,
though he is.in a state of coma
at -the military- hospital. Be-
cause of his inability to carry
out-the royal functions for now,
the Council has named Prince
Gyanendra,” the late King’s
younger brother; the Regent.

“Since the King passed away, .

the Council declared Crown
Prince Dipendra as the King of

. _Nepal. But since.the Crewn .
Prince is in the hospital ‘gnd is

A shocked and grief-stricken
Nepal tonight bid a tearful
farewell to the royal couple as

their bodies were consigned to-

flames near the Pashupatinath
temple on the banks of Bagmat
river. The bodies of Niranjan,

- Shruti and Jayanti were cre-

mated too.

As the funeral pyres of Bire-
ndra and Aishwarya were lit by
a royal high priest, buglers
sounded the Last Post and ar-
tillery gurns boomed in salute.

Considering the suddenness
and magnitude of the tragedy,
the kingdom dispensed with
the formality of inviting foreign
dignitaries to the funeral. Even
ambassadors posted in Kath-
mandu were left out.

Deputy Prime Minister Ram
Chandra Paudel, has been quo-
ted as -saying that Dipendra
was responsible for the killings.
“It was the Crown Prince”, AFP
quoted him as saying.

Sources said Dipendra had a
heated argument with his pa-
rents at the dining table over his
marriage plans and was asked
to leave because he was drunk.

Birendra reportedly threat-

mentally and physieglly unsuit-
able to carry prags— -
out his duties, S
~ the State JEPE
Council  ap-
points Prince
Gyanendra as-
assistant to the
Crown,” the
Council said.
Besides Bire-
ndra (55), who
- ascended the
throne in 1972,

(51), the dead
were their you-
nger son Niran-
jan (22), daugh-
ter Shruti (25),
Princess Shar-
“ada Shaha and
Princess Shan-
ti Singh (both
sisters of Bir-

Crowds outside the royal palace in Kathmandu on
Saturday after hearing the news of the assassinations,
— AP/PTI (More photographs, reports on pages 10 & 11)

e o

ing 35, his father would die.

She was also opposed to Di-
pendra’'s choice of bride, a
daughter of a former minister
and member of the Rana family
that ruled Nepal till 1851,

As the argument continued,
Dipendra rushed out of the din-
ing hall only to return shortly
with an assault rifle and a pistol
and shoot the royal members.
Palace staff rushed the victims
to the Royal Nepal Army Hospi-

. tal at Chhauni where most of
them were declared dead.

A five-day state mourning
has been declared in Nepal and
the national flag will fly at half-
mast for 13 days as a mark of
respect to the royal couple.

* Nepalese heard of the tragedy
this morning, nearly 17 hours -

after it took place, when the
chairman of the Royal Privy
Council, Keshar Jung Rayamaj-
hi, went on Radio Nepal and
Nepal Television to announce
the royal couple’s demise.

“We announce death of His
Majesty King Birendra Bir Bik-

ram Shah Dev on the 19 of Jes- -

tha 2058 at 21.15 in the evening.
According to the 2046 Constitu-
e tion of Nepal
and the laws
§ of succession
¢ and according
& to the grand
B traditions we
declare that
His Majesty’s
eldest son,
Crown Prince
§ Dipendra Bir
} Bikram Shah
Dev will be the
King of Nepal
as of the eve-
ning of 19 Jes-
tha 2058,”
Rayamajhi
said in a chok-
ing voice.
Thousands
of people lined
up the 10 km
stretch from
the Birendra

endra), Kumar
Khadga Bikram Shah (Princess
Sharada’s husband) and Prin-
cess Jayanti Shah (Birendra’s
cousin). Three others killed
have 1ot been identified.

The Council said three in-
jured were Gorakh Bikram
(Princess Shruti’s husband),
Komal Shah (Birendra’s cou-
sin) and Prince Dhirendra (Bir-
endra’s youngest brother).

ened the Crown Prince that he
would be bypassed in the line of
succession in favour of his
younger brother if he didn’t
bow to his mother’s wishes on
his marriage. e

The Queen was said to be op-

posed to his decision to marry .

now because of a warning by as-

hospital, where the bodies had
been kept, to the cremation site.

Proteéts

Several hundred people protes-
ted in Kathmandu over the kill-
ings while no official version
was released on what exactly

trologers that if he got married

and begot children before turn-

B See MASSACRE: pa,
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n Prince Dipendra, battling for

Dipendra’s love |
Vijayaraje’s
granddaughter

NILOVA ROY CHAUDHURY
" STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 2. ~ The young lady
for whose affections almost the entire
Nepal royal family was massacred last
night has close links with India and is
probably being brought to this country
“shortly” for her safety, sources said
today.

Ms Devyani Rana is the granddaughter
i of Wijayaraje Scindia, and the niece of
Mrs Vasundhararaje, minister of state in
the NDA government, and Congress lead-
er Mr Madhavrao Scindia, senior officials
in Kathmandu said. Devyani, described
as “a lovely girl” in her mid 20’s, is the
daughter of Mr Pashupati Rana, a mem-
ber of the Nepali Prajatantrik Socialist
Party who was a Cabinet member in a
previous government.

The Crown Prince of Nepal, Dipendra,
had been pursuing her relentlessly and
wanted to marry her despite opposition
from his mother. . \ o

“The poor girl does not deserve the notori-
ety that has been thrust on her,” an official
said. “She must be in a state of'shock.”

Ironically, astrologers, had apparently

‘| warned King Birendra against allowing

his son to marry before the age of 35, fail-
.ing-which-the-family-faeed annihitation. |
“There has been internal political dis-
sension in the country, but nobody imag-
ined something like this would happen to
King Birendra who was immensely popu-
lar,” India’s-ambassador to Nepal, Mr Deb |
Mukhariji, said. “It’s tragic and shocking.”




SIX OTHER ROYALS ALSO GUNNED DOWN; DIPENDRA SHOOTS HIMSELF -

Mﬂepal King, Queen shot dead
w\oby Crown Prince

KATHMANDU, JUNE 2. Ir\ a shocking
incident last night, Nepal's Crown
Prince Dipendra gunned down
his parents, King Birendra and
Queen Aishwarya, and six other
members of the royal family be-
fore shooting himself. The Crown
Prince, battling for life in hospital
today, was named the new mon-
arch of the tiny Himalayan king-
dom.

Sources said the 29-year-old
Crown 'Prince fired indiscrimi-
nately in a fit of rage as the royal
family sat for dinner at the Na-
rayan Hity palace around 11 p.m.
(local time) last night following
arguments over his marriage
plans.

Prince Dipendra, who is in a co-
ma and on a life-support system
in the military hospital, was
named the King by the Govern-
ment State Council, despite un-
certainty over his condition as per
constitutional provisions. His un-
cle and younger brother of King
Birendra, Prince Gyanendra, was
declared “regent”’. Prince Gya-
nendra was out of town at the
time of the shootout.

“Since the King passed away,
the Council declared Crown
Prince Dipendra the King. But
since the Crown Prince is in hos-
pital and is mentally and physi-
cally unsuitable to carry out his

Prince Gyanendra as assistant to
the Crown,” a council statement
said.

Besides the 55-year-old King
and Queen Aishwarya, 51, their
younger son Prince Niranjan, 22,
daughter Princess Shruti, 25,

némed

Prince Gyanendra...
Regent

Princess Sharada Shaha and Prin-
cess Shanti Singh, sisters of the
late King, Kumar Khadga Bikram
Shah, Princess Sharada’s hus-
band, and Princess Jayanti Shah,

cousin of the late King, were shot
dead. Three others injured in the
shootout were Gorakh Bikram
(Princess Shruti’s husband), Ko-
mal Shah, the late King’s cousin
and Prince Dhirendra, the King’s
youngest brother. Sources said
the Crown Prince had an argu-
ment with his parents at the din-
ing table over his plans to get
married and was asked to retire
since he was reportedly in an ine-
briated state. The King is believed
to have threatened Prince Dipen-
dra that he would be bypassed in
the line of succession in favour of
his younger brother if he did not
bow to the wishes of the Queen
on the choice of his bride.

Heated exchanges

As the heated exchanges con-
tinued, the Prince stormed out of
the dining hall but soon returned
in battle fatigues with an assault
rifle and a pistol and opened fire
indiscriminately, the sources said.

The Queen was reportedly op-
posed to his decision to marry be-
cause of a warning by astrologers
that if he got married and begot
children before turning 35 his fa-
ther would die. The Queen want-
ed him to wait for six more years.
There were also reports that the
Queen was opposed to his choice
of the bride, a daughter of a for-
mer minister and member of the

duties, the State Council appoints

aristocratic Rana family that had

Shock and disbelief

KATHMANDV, JUNE 2. Nepalis were in shock on Sat-
urday after the King and Queen were shot dead and
their family massacred, but few could believe offi-
cial reports that they were killed by Crown Prince
Dipendra.

Hundreds of anxious Nepalis gathered near the
royal palace demanding to be told the truth and
booing armed police who kept them from the pal-
ace. “Our king, our land is dearer to us than our
lives,” the crowd shouted. “Tell us the real truth.”

Some in the crowd called for the Prime Minister,
Mr. G. P. Koirala, to be hanged for keeping the
“truth undel'}ups”. At one point, police charged

with batons, causing a minor stampede. The crowd
gathered again minutes later as police nervously
clutched their guns.

“How could it happen in the high-security pal-
ace? It is baffling,” said Mr. Rajendra Dahal, editor
of a fortnightly magazine. “There are a lot of ques-
tions still unanswered.”

The city was calm but tense as it prepared for the
state funeral. Thousands of mourners poured on to

the streets. Some waved the national flag, many

watched from windows overlooking the route to the

- palace. Police diverted traffic away from the palace

whose gates remained closed.

Dipendra

A file picture of the Nepall royal family Klng Blrendra and Queen )
Aishwarya with their children (from left) Princess Shrutl, Crown
Prince Dipendra and Prince Niranjan. — PTI

ruled Nepal till 1951. A five-day
state mourning has been declared
in Nepal and the national flag will
fly at half-mast for 13 days as a
mark of respect to the couple.
PM’s car stoned

Late in the evening, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Girija Prasad Koira-
la’s car was stoned by an angry
mob outside the military hospital
as the funeral cortege carrying the
bodies of slain King- and .Quegn
and three other immediate me!
bers of the;royal family left for; 1he
site of the crematibn.

According to police, a big stone
was hurled at Mr. Koirala’s car but
he escaped unhurt.

A few arrests have been made
in this connection, they said.
Some agitated youths also made
vain attempts to manhandle
some Ministers.

Security tightened

A report from Patna said securi-
ty was beefed up along the Indo-
Nepal border in Bihar following
the killings. - The Bihar Home
Commissioner, Mr. U. N. Panji-
yar, said the security forces were
keeping a close watch on the
movement of vehicles and people
along the border area. The situa-
tion was, however, under control,
he added.— PTI

World jeaders mourn: Page 8/




ing Birendra Bir Bikram

hah Dev was a visionary

who firmly believed in close

and cordial relations with In-

dia and other South Asian
neighbours.

Born on 28 December 1945,
to King Mahendra Bir Bik-
ram Shah Dev and Indra Ra-
jya Lakshmi Devi Shah,
young Birendra went to St Jo-
seph’s School in Darjeeling.
He was a student of Eton
College in Britain, the Uni-
versity of Tokyo in Japan and
Harvard University in USA.

He married Queen Aishwar-
ya in February 1970.

King Birendra, who played
an active role in the establish-
ment of the Saarc, ascended
the throne on 31 January
1972 after his father’s death.
He ruled Nepal for three dec-
ades, first as an absolute
monarch and from 1990 as a
Constitutional monarch.

He visited India for the first
time in October 1973 and Chi-
na two months later. He had
expressed his desire and will-
ingness to give new impetus
to strengthen ties with these
two next-door neighbours.

Throughout the 1970s, the
King sought to expedite eco-

King Birendra

nomic development pro-
grammes while maintaining a
“non-party” political system
established by his father. The
results were disappointing on
both accounts, and by 1979, a
systemic crisis was evident.
To combat the first serious
political challenge to the mon-
archy since 1960, King Bire-
ndra announced in May 1979
a national referendum to de-
cide between a non-party and
multi-party political system.
However, in the referendum
held in May 1980, political
groups supporting the exist-
ing non-party system won by
a relatively small margin of
55 per cent.
King Birendra decided to

T & (TP AR

‘retain the 1962 Constitution
but liberalise the political
system by providing for direct
popular elections to the Na-
tional Assembly. Elections
were held on a “partyless” ba-
sis but many candidates be-
gan openly respresenting po-
litical parties.

In April 1990, King Bire-
ndra lifted the ban on politi-
cal parties, abrogated the
more repressive security ordi-

nances and on 16 April, ap- !

pointed an interim govern-
ment, thus paving -way for
major political reforms. Nep-
al, thus, became a constitu-
tional monarchy and a multi-
party parliamentary system.
The royal couple had three
children - Crown Prince Di-
pendra was born on 27 June
1971, Princess Shruti —15 Oc-
tober 1976 and Prince Nira-
jan - 6 November 1978.
Queen Aishwarya, born on 7

November 1949, in Kathman- |

du, was the eldest daughter of
a lieutenant-general in the !
Nepalese army. She received |
her education in India and
Tribhuvan University in
Kathmandu. She worked to
1ncr¢ase opportunities for

|
|

|
5

women in Nepal 2
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The wily British acqui 5
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Rana perfidy, A

Nepal’s history ma |
. Y W
been different if Nehru h dhﬁ‘(;(:

put his foot down India’s fi

t ot . 1a’s fir
Prime Minister said nothins,g".E
would change ang that India

recognised no one hut Tribhuvan

as Nepal’s king.

It was one of the earliest asser- -
bre-eminence jp - -
all of South Asia, which hag conri -

tions of Indija’s

tinued to this day despite attempts- *

to introduce various doctrines to'."

undermine New
tance and occasio
es.

Delhi’s impor-

- e . R
e e stand-off continued for -
Ranas and the Briti .
. tish gave in.-
The Sovereignty of the Crown was
restored, ’but Tribhuvan allowed
the Nepalj Coqgress toform a gov-
ternmgnt, ending the Rana dicta-
or§h1p. Thg brocess of democrati.
sation continued with the epact.
gfr?itn 011; 5{; Igu%tti}-lparty constitu: .
. But the R in-
ued to plot. nas contin:
A year later after th
; e Nepali
‘ I(\DIIongress won the elections, KI;ng .
o ahendra organised a constitu-. -
ional coup, suspended parlia- " -
ment and introduced the non- .-
| par’?}r1 banchayat system, o
‘ e rest is history, the gq
9hapter of which, is now urilf(ci)iif
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months, but ultimately, the - .
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Washington, June 2: In the
world’s only Hindu kingdom, his-
tory repeats itself not every four
or five years, but after a full half
century.

At the sprawling Indian em-
bassy in Kathmandu, one of the
biggest embassy compounds any-
where in the world, officials
burned midnight oil last night,
poring over archived documents,
yellow with age, which told a
little-known story of Nepal's
regent, Gyanendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev.

If Crown Prince Dipendra
does not survive the suicide
attempt, Gyanendra will be for-
mally proclaimed Kking. It will
then be the second time that
Gyanendra becomes king. The
first time was 51 years ago, when
he was just about four years old.

: Those
were the days
when the

- Ranas, - —the. .-
hereditary
prime minis-
ters, were
more power-
ful than the
king and ran
Nepal like a
Shangri-La
with little
contact with

e world outside.

_-King Tribhuvan, a visionary,
dnd a liberal, was chafing under
the restraints imposed on him by
his own ministers, but he could
do very little, The Ranas had been
in absolute control for over a cen-
tury, and although Britain had
formally recognised Nepal’s inde-

. pendence in 1923, Whitehall was
still running Kathmandu by

”ﬁ}p;ta;:YMusion with the Rana

Gyanendra
(AFP)

..~ In 1950, Tribhuvan decided to
work with the Nepali Congress,
whose leadership was in exile in
India, to rein in the Ranas and
create some sort of a democracy.
But the Ranas discovered Tribhu-
van’s plan and confined him to
the palace.

Virtually under house arrest,
Tribhuvan one day pleaded with
his prime minister that he be
allowed to take his consort, chil-
dren and grandchildren on a fam-

. ily picnic. Reluctantly, and after

-fpuch discussion, the Ranas
relented. What followed was high

. drama.

'The Indian embassy was then
located at Sheetal Nivas, an im-
posing structure in Kathmandu
that: now houses Nepal’s foreign
ministry.

- As the royal picnic group was
bang in front of Sheetal Nivas,
the gzates of the Indian embassy
swuag open and into the embassy
drove the vehicle carrying King
Tribhuvan and his family. As
part of plans made in absolute se-
crecy in New Delhi with the ap-
proval of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Tribhuvan and his royal
entourage sought refuge at the
embzissy.

Among those who fled to the
embassy that sunny morning in
Kathmandu along with King
Tl‘}btuvan was the queen, Crown

BrinG; Mahendra and ali the little
Pringg and princesses, except
One. my the midst of secret
arranements to flee the palace,
the rg,5) couple forgot to take
Prince Gyanendra, then just
under tyyr along with them.

. 01® Ranas, who discovered
;Ia;’;lbhu‘fan’s new plot too

e, foynd young Gyanendra
wandering about in the royal
] g?rlsce Without anyone to care for

They ht hie
and pr. prompy cane

ing of
Cv
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The carnage in Kathmandu had to do with family rivalry,
star-crossed lovers and an unstable crown prince. /

HindustcVT'mes. Kolkata

e

E BIG STORY \/y//

 The inside story of the murders that shocked the world X |

Sunday Bureau

HE SENSELESS slaugh-
ter of King Birendra
and Queen Aishwarya of
Nepal along with the

‘ rest of their family
e¢hoes another South Asian
slaughter: the murder of Sheikh

ujibur Rehman along with his
amily (except Hasina) in Dhaka
n 1976. But while those murders

ere political and had to do with
affairs- of state, the events in
Kathmandu are political and
have to do with affairs of the
heart.

At the centre of yesterday's
events is the tormented, unsta-
ble figure of Prince Dipendra,
the 29-year-old crown prince of
Nepal, his desire to marry a
woman his mother did not like:
and rivalries between various
factions of the powerful Rana
community in Nepal.

The official version of events
is that Dipendra had a dispute
with his parents over his mar-
riage and then killed his family
in a fit of rage.

The dispute was almost cer-
tainly related to his long-stand-
ing relationship with Devyani,
the beautiful daughter of Pashu-
pati Rana, a respected Oxford-
educated politician who is a
member of one of Nepal's most
famous families and has served
as a minister in various cabi-
nets. Pashupati Rana is married
to Usha Raje Scindia, the oldest
surviving princess from the
Gwalior royal family and the
elder sister of Indian politicians
Madhavrao Scindia and Vasund-
hara Raje.

To understand the nature of
the dispute you need to delve
back into Nepalese history. The
Ranas say that they are Rajputs
and trace their ancestry back to
the Suryavanshi royal family of
Mewar (Udaipur). Though they
are Nepalese after generations of
living in that country, many
members of the Rana family

take care to point out that they
don't look entirely Nepalese
ainiis+o Lo tha eircular shape of
oY BYOS T e L tious that i

usually lost on non-Ranas.

The Rana ascendancy began in
1846 when a general called Jung
Bahadur Rana intervened in
affairs of state during a period of
instability and had himself des-
ignated Prime Minister. Jung
Bahadur put the King under
effective house arrest and then

began calling himself the
Maharajah. :
Jung Bahadur started a

dynasty that modernised Nepal
while allowing the kings t6 con-
tinue as figureheads. Because
the Ranas could be despotic and
ruthless, they were opposed by

R

STUREFIED: Residents of Kathmandu read of the assassi

the Nepali Congress party and
therefore. by India. In 1950, the
Nepali Congress asked India to
offer asylum to the titular King
Tribhuvan. Under the pretext of
taking his family on a shooting
picnic, Tribhuvan fled to the
Indian embassy in Kathmandu
and from there to Delhi.

The Nepali Congress then set
up a provisional government in
the Terai till India intervened to
oust the Rana Maharaja who
was sent into exile in India.
King Tribhuvan returned to
Kathmandu in February 1951
and took charge. For nine years,
he ruled as constitutional
monarch before assuming full
power in 1960.

Two things should then have
followed: the Nepalese monar-
chy should have been grateful to
India for restoring it to effective
power. And the Ranas should
have seen their influence
decline.

rmc Dxpndr:;:

In fact, neither has happened.

While India has lost out from
the return to full power of the
Nepalese monarchy, the Ranas
have managed to retain their
position in Nepalese society
despite the ouster. of the Rana
Maharaja.

Almost every influential
Nepalese one encounters in

India has Rana blood. The Maha-
ranl OJ Kasnmir (iIrs nardan

Singh) is a Rana. yijay Raje
Seindia was half Rana. R K Pita-
mbar, the former Managing
Director of Mahindra and
Mahindra (and husband of Boimn-
bay socialite and designer Suni-
ta Pitambar) is a Rana. The
blood links between the Ranas
and Indian royalty remain
strong. Of the five 21 gun salute
states, three (Baroda, Kashmir
and Gwalior) have Rana blood.
So, an alliance between Crown
Prince Dipendra and Devyani
Rana should have seemed like
the most natural choice. After
all, the girl was beautiful, her
bloodline.included Gwalior and

R

nation of their regent

the Ranas, and her parents were
cultured, influential and well-
educated.

But Queen Aishwarya objected
to the alliance. It is not clear
quite what the objection was.
One view is that it was simply
inter-Rana rivalry. The Queen is
a Rana but Pashupati Rana's
family belongs to another line of
Ranas. One is from the Chandra
Shamsher line. The other
branch is Juddha Shamsher.
According to this version, the
Queen did not want a rival
branch of the Rana family to
become part of the monarchy.

A second view is that she sim-
ply did not like the idea of let-
ting Dipendra marry for love.
Devyani was too old for her son,
she felt. Dipendra would be bet-
ter off marrying somebody
eight or nine years younger
whom his mother would select
for him.

Whatever the real reason, the
Queen not only refused Dipen-
dra permission to marry
Devyani but she also did her best
to break them up. She sent her
son off to London to put some
distance between the two, It did-
n't work: Devyani turned up
there. Then, she tried Australia,
reckoning that this was far
enough off the beaten track.
That failed too. Dipendra asked
her to join him there.

Most other mothers would
have thrown in the towel at that
stage but Queen Aishwarya was
made of sterner stuff. While
King Birendra was generally
reckoned to be a shy and
thoughtful person, the Queen
had a reputation for being
strong-willed, imperious and
gregarious.

Her relationship with her peo-
ple was somehow typical of her
nature. When the King was the
subject of widespread civil dis-
turbances in 1990, few of the
protestors could find anything
bad to say about Birendra per-
sonally. Instead, the criticisms
were all directed at Aishwarya:
her overwhelming influence
UVEL DILICIIUL ¢, 1L allcspu’ aLLwu-
nature and so on.

And yet, such is the fickle
nature of public opinion that a
few years after the disturbances,
she once again rose in populari-
ty and became one of the more
popular members of the royal
family. The rise in popularity
strengthened her resolve: She
told Dipendra that it he married
Devyani, she would ensure that
the throne went to his younger
brother.

In any case, Dipendra had
always been something of a
problem child. He was sent to
Eton to follow in his father's foot-
steps but quickly demonstrated

r

r in the palace

it was (above), and Princess Shruti with Kumar Gorakh Bahadur Rana at their wedding

that he had no interest in stud-
ies. Egged on by his uncle
(father's younger  brother)
Dhirendra and his ADC Bharat
Gurung, the young prince took
to enjoying the good life. The
Nepalese embassy in London
was made to provide alcohol for
his parties and to arrange for his
late night revelry. The alco-
holism was well-established but
there were also Dpersistent
rumours of drugs. There were
suggestions that he would even
sell alcohol provided by the
embassy to his friends to make
extra money.

Eventually, Eton could take it
no longer. The school asked his
parents to withdraw Dipendra. If
they did not, Efon warned that it
would expel the future King of
Nepal.

Nevertheless, when the Crown
Prince returned to Kathmandu,
the truth was kept from his sub-
jects. They were told that he had
completed his studies. Wisely,
his parents decided not to send
him abroad for his college edu-
cation. He enrolled at Tribhuvan
University in Kathmandu where
his tutors were happy to award
him degree after degree (includ-
ing an MA in Geography). His
mother then sent him off to
Japan for a diploma but once
again, nobody believed that the
reason for his departure from
Nepal was educational; they
realised that it was to keep him
from being an embarrassment.
In fact, he got no diploma and
the trip was just another visit.

Once he returned to Kathman-
du again, Dipendra's reputation
for unstable ( or immature,
depending on your perspective)
behaviour grew. Outgoing and

gregarious, he could be aggres-
sive and obnoxious. He devel-
oped a passion for goif (which
his supporters cited as evidence
that he had sobered down) but
the stories about drinking and
drugs refused to go away.

It seemed that he cared about
only two things: Devyani and
Nepal.

As instability rocked Nepal,
the Crown Prince was one of
those who believed that Nepal's
problems were the consequence
of too much democracy. He
repeatedly pressed his father
(with the apparent approval of
his mother) t6 be more assertive,
to step in and to take over as
absolute monarch again. No
Nepalese democratic politician
looked forward to the day when
Dipendra would be King.

His parents, however, were pre-
pared to forgive him his drink-
ing, his boisterousness and his
aggression. They announced
that he would be the next King
and prepared the process of find-
ing a bride. When Dipendra said
that he would not marry unless
he could marry Devyani, they
ignored him believing that he
would eventually get over her.

The Queen went ahead and
found a prospective bride for
him: Garima Shah. While few
details about Garima have been
divulged. one version has it that
she is a Rana from Queen Aish-
warya's branch of the family

We may never be able to accu-
rately piece together what hap-
pened on that fateful Friday
night when Dipendra mowed
down his family. The most com-
mon version has it that he got
into an argument with his moth-
er who was keen to announce his
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1768: Gurkha ruler Prithvi
Narayan-Shah conquers Kath-
mandu and lays foundations for
unified kingdom.

1792: Nepalese expansion halt-
ed by defeat at hands of Chi-
nese in Tibet.

1816: Nepal becomes quasi-
British  protectorate after
Anglo-Nepali war.

1846: Nepal falls under sway of
hereditary chief ministers

Nepal, over the years

known as Ranas, who dominate
the monarchy and cut off coun-
try from outside world.

1923: Britain formally recog-
nises Nepal's independence -
though foreign relations
remain under British control.
1950: Anti-Rana forces based
in India form alliance with
monarch. |

1951: Sovereignty of crown
restored and anti-Rana rebels
in Nepalese Congress Party
form government.

1959: Multi-party constitution
adopted.

1960: King Mahendra seizes
control and suspends parlia-
ment and party politics after
Nepali Congress Party (NCP)
wins elections.

1962: New constitution pro-
vides for non-party system of
councils known as "panchayat”

under which king exercises
sole power.

1972: King Mahendra dies, suc-
ceeded by Birendra.

1980: Constitutional referen-
dum follows agitation for
reform. Small majority favours
keeping existing panchayat sys-
tem. King agrees to allow direct
elections to national assembly -
but on a non-party basis.

1985: NCP begins civil disobe-
dience campaign for restora-
tion of multi-party system.
1986: New elections boycotted
by NCP.

1989: Trade and transit dispute
with India leads to border
blockade by Delhi resulting in
worsening economic situation.
1990: Pro-democracy agitation
co-ordinated by NCP and leftist
groups. Street protests sup-
pressed by security forces

resulting in deaths and mass
arrests. King Birendra eventu-
ally bows to pressure and
agrees to new democratic con-
stitution.

1991: Nepali Congress Party
wins first democratic elections.
Girija Prasad Koirala becomes
prime minister.

1994: Koirala's government
defeated in no-confidence
motion. New elections lead to
formation of Communist gov-
ernment.

1995: Communist government
dissolved. Radical leftist group,
the Nepal Communist Party
(Maoist) begins insurrection in
rural areas aimed at abolishing
monarch and establishing peo-
ple's republic.

1997: Continuing political
instability as Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba is defeat-

ed and replaced by Lokendra
Bahadur Chand. Chand is then
forced to resign because of par-
ty splits and #s replaced by
Surya Bahadur Thapa.

1998: Thapa stands down
because -of party splits. GP
Koirala returns as prime min-
ister heading a coalition gov-
ernment. .

1999: Fresh elections give
majority to Nepali Congress
Party. Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai becomes prime minister.
'2000: Prime Minister Bhat-
tarai steps down after revolt in
Nepali Congress Party GP
Koirala returns as prime min-
ister, heading the ninth govern-
ment in 10 years.

April, 2001: Supreme Court
appoints its first female judge;
general strike called by Maoist
rebels brings life in many parts
of the country to a virtunal
standstill; police arrest more
than 100 anti-government
demonstrators, including a
number of opposition leaders,
in the capital, Kathmandu.

union with Garima. When his
parents refused to yield to his
plea to marry Devyani, he left
the room. He returned a little lat-
er with a automatic rifle and
killed them all before turning
the gun on himself.

Now, Dipendra lies brain-dead
in a Kathmandu hospital, kept
alive only by a life-support sys-
tem. Devyani took a plane to Del-
hi on Saturday afternoon, eager
to escape the furore that is cer-
tain to follow.

And the people of Nepal who
venerate their monarch as an
avatar of Vishnu are still trying
to work out how love, anger and
intra-Rana rivalry can lead to
murder and massacre.

t

Sunday Bureau

UNEASY LIES the head...Histo-
ry is peppered with instances of
royal romance, passion, high
drama, intrigue and murder.
The massacre of the Nepalese
royal family - albeit by an irate
son driven to rage by love - can-
not help but be compared to the
Twentieth Century's most
famous instance of regicicde,
that of the Romanov family in
July 1918.

On July 17, the Czar Nicholas
II of Russia, Czarina Alexan-
dra, their four daughters Olga,
Tatiana, Marie and Anastasia
and the young haemophillic
Czareivich Alexei were killed
in Ekaterinburg in a loathsome
carnage that 'changéd the
course of world history.

According to reports, a man
named Yakor Yarovsky told the
family that they should move to
a basement room "because of a
danger of gunfire from riots in
the town".

Bolshevik assasins were lying
in wait for the family and shot
and bayoneted them. The bod-
ies were mutilated to prevent
identification, and hidden in an
old mineshatft at a place known
as 'The Four Brothers.' They
were exhumed and given state
burials a few years ago after
DNA tests.

But murder was not new to
the Romanovs. The family his-
tory has a legacy of blood.
Peter the Great had his eldest
sor Czarevich Alexei, convict-
ed of treason and executed in
1718. Catherine the Great came
to the throne by overthrowing
her husband Peter II1. She later
had him killed. In 1764, 24-year-
old Ivan VI (who was briefly
king in 1741) was killed by his
guards in jail. Paul I was suffo-
cated by conspirators in 1801.

Romanov King Nicholas i

The First World War was
preceded by the assassination
of Austria-Hungary's Archdu-
ke Francis Ferdinand and his
wife Sophie. On a clear Saraje-
vo morning of June 28, 1914,
while traveling in a motorcade
the royal couple was Kkilled by
Serbian nationalist Gavrilo
Princep.

Historians have it that the
"Archduke had ignored warn-
ings of a possible assassination
plot and decided to tour the cap-
ital on the anniversary of the
1389 battle of Kosovo. This bat-
tle was a humiliating collective
memory for all Serbs, in which
Serbia was defeated by the
Turks, ending Serbia’s indepen-
dence as a nation."

Closer home, Saudi Arabia's
King Faisal (known as a mag-
nanimous and fair ruler) was
shot and killed by one of his
nephews on March 25, 1975.

That same year, Bangladesh's
founding  father,  Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman, though not a
royal, was assasinated with his
wife, three sons and two
daugters-in-law on August 15 in

Off with his head

a military coup.

Nineteen-seventy five was a
bloody year. August also saw
the death of Ethiopian emperor
Haile Selassie I in mysterious
circumstances. Selassie, who
withstood the first attempt to
overthrow him because the
army remained loyal, was iron-
ically the victim of a military
coup in September 1974.

He remained under house
arrest for nearly a year and an

announcement was made of
his death due to circulatory
failure. It was later suggested
that he had been strangied.

His body was placed in a
makeshift grave underneath a
lavatory. In 1992, the remains
were exhumed and placed in a
tomb.

A brief glance at India's time-
line will itself give instances of
gory struggles for power. The
last of thee great Mughals,
Aurangzeb, murdered his three
brothers, including crown
prince Dara Shukoh, and
deposed Shah Jahan, the reign-
ing emperor, to seize the throne
in the 17th century.

It was probably poetic justice
as Shah Jahan himself became
ruler and promptly executed all
male descendants of his broth-
ers and uncles.

Coming back to all that is
more current, in a gruesome
1996 incident in South Africa, a
traditional healer was accused
of leading an attack on the Zulu
royal family and drinking a
murdered princess's blood.

Seven royals were injured in
the April, 1996, attack on King
Goodwill Zwelithini's royal res-
idence. This occured amidst an
uneasy situation in Natal
between supporters of the Zulu
nationalist Inkatha Freedom
Party and the African National
Congress.




By SUMA& PRADHAN W /

Mwndu, May 27: The
ayan Kingdom of Nepal was
virtually shut down on Sunday as a
nation-wide strike catled by Oppo-
siti.-t Communists went into
e Fect, forcing down businesses,
0. %, schools and transportation
netwarks to close down. And this
was only the first day.

Called by an alliance of six left
parties, including the main Oppo-

sition Communist Party of Nepal’

(Unified Marxist-Leninist), to
force scandal-tainted Prime Minis-
ter Girija Prasad Koirala to resign,
the strike is being stretched for two
additional days with a brief respite
on Wednesday.
"n Thursday again, an alliance
oL, mous md1 s ethnic com-
ities has d a similar strike
to protest the: gevernment’s lan:
guage policies, turning this week
" into one of the miost disruptive
weeks in Nepal’s recent history.
From early on Sunday, bands of

Opposition supporters roamed from Lauda Air of Austria by the ALL FIRED UP: Protosters block a street in Kathmandu on Siinday
arund Kathmandu, the capital, national carrier Royal Nepal Air- demanding the resignation of Prime Minister Girija Prasad Kgirala
chanting - slogans against Mr lined*Corporation. over the government’s alleged involvement in a bribery (Al

- nation. A violent mob set fire to a

-clear.

Koirala and: demanding his resig-

motorcycle at the Chabahil neigh-
bourhood. A government
spokesman said that half a dozen
vehicles- were destroyed by pro- -
testers throughout the nation.

" Meanwhile, at least one person
was reported killed in the northern
district of Lamjung, according to
the police. The circumstances of
the death. was ‘not 1mmed1atelg :

Other incidents of violende'¥
also been reported from districty
and towns in other .parts of this
Hindu Kingdom, though no great
damage has so far been reported.

Reports arriving at this time say
that groups of Communist demon-
strators have been holding protests
in various towns. Vehicles have
been forced off the roads and com-
muters warned to stay home to
avoid trouble. The communists are
demanding that Mr Koirala step
down for his alleged role in- the
controversial leasing of a jetliner
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ﬁaoist students dare Koirala to

<«

punish them for school attacks
P e

Keshav Pradhan . \\
Kathmandu, May 16 «\/( i

A PRO-MAOIST students’ union
has dared the Koirala Govern-
ment to take action against it for
last week’s attacks on two Indian-
owned elite schools here that
evoked strong protests from
India.

Speaking in front of Nepalese
Education Minister Amod Upad-
dhyaya in a face-to-face pro-
gramme, AKhil Nepal Rashtriya
Swatantra Vidhyarthi Union
president Devendra Parajuli yes-
terday said, “Unlike other organ-
isations, we do not deny what we
have done. We’re ready to face
any kind of punishment for
this.”

The firebrand student leader
claimed, “We took action against
these schools to stop preaching
the message of Mera Bharat
Mahan. We cannot keep quiet
when the choice before us is

between rashtravad (patriotism)
and rashtriya-gaddari (betrayal
against nation).”

He criticised the Government
for allegedly allowing the Delhi
Public School to run its branch at
Dharan in eastern Nepal on a
commercial basis. He claimed
that the school was set up for the
children of staff of the BP
Koirala Institute for Medical Sci-
ences and Research (which inci-
dentally is set up by India).

On May 8, pro-Maoist students
raided, ransacked and beat up
some of the Indian staff at
Rupy’s International School and
Elite Co-ed School here, seeking
a 50 per cent cut in the fees. They
also singled out the schools for
“commercialising” education. A
sizeable number of private
schools are owned by Indians.

Taking exception to this, the
Indian embassy on Friday asked
Nepal to provide security to Indi-
ans and their property Mobs

accusing film star Hrithik
Roshan of making offensive
remarks on Nepal attacked busi-
ness establishments run by Indi-
an nationals and Nepalese of
Indian origin for three days in
December.

Notwithstanding all this,
Upaddhyaya refrained from mak-
ing any comment on the student
leader’s challenge. He, however,
invited the union for talks to dis-
cuss its 15-point charter of
demands that include totally free
education, abolition of Sanskrit
as a compulsory subject and a
ban on the singing of the nation-
al anthem that basically glorifies
the King.

About 8,000 private schools
with over 10 lakh pupils have
remained shut since Monday
after the union began a weeklong
bandh in support of its demands
that aim at radical reformation
of the Kkingdom’s education

system/,
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Red carpet for

Zhu 11}

7 G

7
Kathmandu, lgsy 14 (Reuter):
Nepal rolled out a red carpet toda
for Chinese Prime Minister Zhu
Rongji, whose three-day visit has
been billed as an opportunity to
breathe some life into the Hi-
malayan kingdom’s puny trade
with its northern neighbour.

Anxious for the first visit by a
Chinese Premier in 12 years to go
smoothly, Nepal told its 20,000
strong community of Tibetan
exiles last week that it would not
allow them to stage protests.

A 19-gun salute boomed and
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala greeted Zhu as he arrived
at the airport from Pakistan for
the second leg of a five-nation tour
that also includes the Maldives,
SriLankaand Thailand.

Zhu was also received by five
bouquet-bearing girls, a tradition-
al Nepali welcome, and Gurkha
soldiers of the Royal Nepal Army
presented a guard of honour.

“My visit to Nepal is aimed at
consolidating our traditional
friendship and intensifying mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation,” Zhu
said in a statement.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Gyan Chandra Acharya said that
the two sides would focus on pro-
moting trade and economic coop-
eration and were expected to
sign six agreements — among
them one on the construction of a
road linking Kathmandu with

Nepal

Tibet.

There would also be pacts on
the establishment of an institute
for technical training and avoid-
ance of double-taxation to pro-
mote Chinese investment, which
stood at 848 million rupees ($11.34
million) in 1999.

China is the fifthlargest in-
vestor in Nepal after India, the US,
Britain and Norway and provides
about $10 million in aid for the im-
poverished landlocked country
every year. ' .

Nepal exported goods wort
Jjust 1.86 million rupees ($25,000) to .
mainland China in fiscal 1999/00,
while its imports from China were
8.341 billion rupees ($111.59 mil-
lion).

Officials said Nepal was
keen to promote exports to nar-'
row a trade gap which had moret
than doubled in two years
would be even wider if Harter
trade with Tibet was i i
the data.
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@gpal stresses Tibet trade
~on eve of China PM visit

Keshav Pradhan f P \
Kathmandu, May 11 ‘\/\ \
WITH CHINESE Prime Minister
Zhu Rongji’s visit just three days
away, Nepal today reiterated its
commitment not to allow Tibetans
to use its soil against China. At
the same time, it said it favours
opening of four more passes to
Tibet for trans-border trade.

Nepalese Foreign Minister Cha-
kra Prasad Bastola said, “Nepal’s
trade with Tibet is both old and
traditional. We want to retain this
when we go in for modernisation
of our trade links with China.” He
added that Beijing *is also trying
to understand this aspect of inter-
action between Tibet and Nepal.”
Nepal’s trade deficit with China is
about Rs 1200 crore.

There are altogether 21 passes
between Nepal and Tibet that
share a common ethnic and
religious bond in the border
region. Of them, only three -

Kodari,Yari a SRasua are
opened for trade{ Similar busi-
ness is conducted also through
Walangchugola, 4 pass located
near the Tibet-Nepal-Sikkim tri-
junction that is yet to receive offi-
cial recognition.

For quite some time, Kath-
mandu has been campaigning for
Mugu, Thingar, Mustang and
Chimathangha passes. However,
Beijing has so far agreed to open
the latter two only.

During Zhu’s three-day tour
beginning on May 14, China and
Nepal will sign a treaty on the con-
struction of the proposed Rasua-
Shabrubesi road. This will be the
second road connecting Tibet and
Nepal after the Kodari Highway
whose construction in the 60s cre-
ated resentment in India.

Earlier, Chinese ambassador
to Nepal Zeng Xuyong clarified
that the friendship between
Kathmandu and Beijing “is not
aimed at any third country”.

s

THU REACHES PAK

Zhu on Friday arrived in Pak-
istan on a four-day visit. “I
have come to visit the friendly
country of Pakistan with the
profound friendly sentiments
of the Chinese people towards
the people of Pakistan... I am
convinced this visit will fur-
ther consolidate and strength-
en the traditional friendship
between China and Pakistan
and help to promote steadily
the China-Pakistan partner-
ship of all-round cooperation.”

PTI, Islamabad

On the use of Nepalese territo-
ry by the 17th Karmapa during his
flight to India last year, Xuyong
said: “He has left China for some
religious purposes. We will not

allow anyone to exploi is for
other purposes.

Ly jeT R TRy

N
-3

19 Mpy 20



{ﬁlit buzz as Koirala faces probe

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 3

AN
o\ A\\C

NEPAL'S COMMISSION r
Investigation of Abuse
Authority’s decision to questio
Prime Minister G P Koirala over
a controversial aircraft deal has
sparked speculation about the
future of his one-year-old Gov-
ernment.

As Nepalese dailies reported
about the possibility of the
Prime Minister’'s resignation
this morning, his close confi-
dante and powerful Nepali Con-
gress (NC) leader Sushil Koirala
described such reports as “ base-
less.” .

Since last evening when news
about the commission’s decision
became public, the Nepalese cap-
ital was abuzz with rumours
about the Prime Minister step-
ping down immediately.

On April 26, the Commission,
besides sending two top Royal
Nepalese Airlines Corporation

(RNAC) officials to police cus-
tody, ordered confinement of for-
mer tourism minister Tarinidutt
Chataut in the capital. His pass-
port was also impounded.

Chataut had resigned from the
Government after the commis-
sion began investigation in Feb-
ruary after Opposition parties as
well as. a section of the NC
alleged financial irregularities
in the aircraft deal signed
between the RNAC and Lauda,
an Austrian firm in September
last.

Sushil Koirala, a former NC
general secretary, said,” There is
no question of the Prime Minis-
ter stepping down as there is no
case against him. The Cabinet
and party MPs do not want him
to quit.” He alleged, “Extreme
rightist and leftist forces are try-
ing to destroy the institution of
democracy by spreading
rumours about the Prime Minis-
ter.”

Soon after he received a ques-

tionnaire from the commission
seeking his explanation about
the deal yesterday, the Prime
Minister held meetings with his
Cabinet colleagues and MPs. He
is most likely to send in his reply
today.

A fortnight ago, when Commu-
nist parties began a street agita-
tion against him, the Prime Min-
ister himself declared that he
would step down only if he is
charge-sheeted.

Earlier in December last, NC
parliamentarians loyal to former
Prime Minister K P Bhattarai
had sought G P Koirala’s ouster,
alleging his involvement in the
deal that allowed the RNAC to
hire a Boeing from Lauda. This
apart, Opposition parties, bar-
ring the Nepal Sadbhavana Party
(an organisation of the Nepalese
of Indian origin), did not allow
Parliament to run even for a day
throughout its winter session,
seeking the Prime Minister’s res-
ignation over the deal. /

- ,
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OR NEPALESE\communists, it’s no
Flonger a case of one-step-forward-

two-steps-back. It is now, in
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
chief Prachand’s words, time to make a
Great Leap Forward.

Never before in their 50-year-old histo-
ry were the underground Reds so confi-
dent about their strength. The stark fail-
ure of mainline democratic forces since
the restoration of multi-party democracy
in 1990 has given a fillip to their move-
ment that could never take off earlier
because of disunity.

As in the case of their Indian counter-
parts, Nepalese communists have spent
their energies in ideological factionalism
for decades. At the moment, they are split
into over a dozen factions. The main-
stream Communist Party of Nepal (Uni-
fied Marxist-Leninist), better known as
UML, has the distinction of being the
world’s first communist party to form a
national government, that too under a
king, through elections in 1994. Before
this nine-month stint in power, the com-
munists under the Samyukta Vam Mor-
cha, a front of seven Left factions, had
run an interim government along with
the Nepali Congress (NC) in 1990 to frame
the present democratic Constitution.

Later, the UML again became a mem-
ber of a similar national government
headed by the NC to conduct the 1999 gen-
eral elections. However, the breaking
away of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist-Leninist) from the UML before
the polls deprived the latter of a chance to
regain power. Nevertheless, the commu-
nists’ share of votes was more than that
of the ruling NC.

Factors like poverty, deprivation, bad
governance and political instability have
over the years helped the communists
emerge as a formidable force. While the
Maoists have launched a fierce ‘People’s
War’ since February 1996 to establish a
republic, the CPN(M-L), an aggressive
mainline party, wants a national govern-
ment comprising all parties, including
the Maoists, to frame a new Constitution.
The UML, the largest Left faction, has
since April 15 taken control of streets in
Kathmandu and other major towns to
press for the resignation of Prime Minis-
ter G.P Koirala on grounds of corruption.

In the last 10 years, the kingdom has
seen eight governments established with
the help of money power and political
treachery. This has made a negative
impact in popular consciousness about
the credibility of democracy for which
the people fought against the palace for 30
long years. No matter how much the king
and the NC defend the existing system,
majority of the population in Nepal have
been looking for an alternative arrange-

In poverty-stricken Nepal, under a discredited reg'i

Great leap forward

By KESHAV PRADHAN

THE FIRE WITHIN: Leftist protest in Nepal

ment. This could be either under the rad-
ical Maoists or mainstream communists.

What has frustrated the people even
more is the fact that no government has
sincerely tried to improve their lot,
despite the abysmal conditions of
human survival. Nepal’s per capita
income still hovers around $ 200, one of
the lowest in the world. The ceaseless pat-
tern of migration to other countries for
employment, especially to India, has
remained the same as it was 150 years
ago. Since industry has not developed
much, foreign aid is crucial.

In a country of 23 million people, justs
about four lakh students are enrolled in
secondary schools. The total number of
hospital beds in 1998-99 was 4,955. Prima-
ry schooling is almost non-existent.

The feeling of deprivation and neglect
has begun to turn into caste and ethnic
rivalry. At least 61 hill ethnic groups,
comprising about 40 per cent of the popu-
lation, have united to fight against what
they describe as ‘upper caste Hindu dom-
ination’. They complain that higher caste
people have grabbed government jobs
and parliamentary seats disproportion-
ate to their number.

They are against the teaching of San-
skrit in schools. They have decided to
describe themselves as ‘non-Hindus’ in
the coming census, thereby threatening
to wipe out Nepal’s identity as the world’s
only Hindu kingdom.

The social ethos has undergone a radi-
cal change as people with some formal
education use politics as a means to climb
the social ladder. This has bred rampant
corruption in society. Almost all govern-
ments since 1990 have been involved in
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financial irregularities. For instance, a
controversial aircraft deal recently led to
the resignation of tourism minister T.
Chataut and Royal Nepal Airlines chair-
man H. Shrestha. The fact that the nation-
al airliner has had 10 different heads in 11
years proves that there is no consistency
in government policy.

Such socio-politico-economic conflicts
have come in handy for the Maoists to
intensify their movement. The party,
which has ties with the People’s War
Group and the Maoist Communist Centre
in India, has managed to rope in a large
number of ethnic Magars and Gurungs
who together dominate the Gorkha regi-
ments in India and Britain. Earlier, com-
munist parties drew their cadres mainly
from Brahmin and Newar communities.

Human rights organisations have
expressed concern about the involvement
of minors as guerrillas (a worldwide
trend) by the Maoists. They have also
charged the government with commit-
ting excesses on villagers.

The Maoists have set up parallel
administrations in several districts in
western Nepal. It has extended its opera-
tions to eastern districts also, stretching
till the Bengal border. Following Mao
Zedong's strategy of ‘encircling towns
with villages’, it has made inroads into
villages around the Kathmandu valley.

The Maoists have banned singing of
the national anthem that glorifies the
king and teaching of Sanskrit in scores of
government schools. This, despite the
fact that their chairman, Pushpakamal
Dahal, aka Comrade Prachand, imself
is a Brahmin. They have also pressd for
totally free education.

s adbantage Left

Desertions of posts by police personnel
in Maoist-hit areas have forced the gov-
ernment to take action against 16 desert-
ers. The government has raised an armed
police force through an ordinance as the
UML and its communist allies like the
Rashtriya Jan Morcha (RJM), the
Samyukta Jan Morcha (SJM) and the
Nepal Mazdoor Kisan Party (NMKP)
foiled its move to enact a bill in Parliament
in this regard. They are also dead against
the government’s proposal to use the
Royal Nepalese army against the Maoists.

The power struggle within the NC has
slowed down the efforts to contain the
rebellion that Koirala had used to take
over power from K.P. Bhattarai last year.
Koirala refused to extend the term of a
committee set up by Bhattarai to conduct
negotiations with the Maoists. The com-
mittee was headed by S.B. Deuba, a Bhat-
tarai protégé who has now emerged as a
strong contender for prime ministership.
In a tit-for-tat policy, both Bhattarai and
Deuba have remained detached from the
official moves to tackle the Maoists.

Besides, government employees are
reluctant to serve in remote areas. These
rural regions are extremely poor. People
survive mainly on maige. Rice is eaten
only on major festivals like Dussehra.

Emboldened by the success of the
armed rebellion, Prachand has initiated
anew line called ‘Prachandpath’ inspired
by a mix of Marxism, Leninism, Maoism
and the Shining Path strategy of Peru,
proposing ‘three great leaps’: revolution-
ary programmes, launching of the final
assault and involvement of millions of
people in the war and in the subsequent
development process.

The 46-year-old rebel has also proposed
a Soviet Union-like confederation of
south Asian nations like Nepal, India and
Bangladesh. This may become a stum-
bling block in his efforts to unify the king-
dom’s communists. This is because most
of them have used ‘Indian hegemony’ as a

. weapon to expand their base. The Maoists

have also focused on ‘Indian political and
cultural expansionism’ when they began
the ‘People’s War’ with a 40-point charter
of demands. They had sought abrogation
of the 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty.

Meanwhile, a secret meeting between
Prachand and Rameshnath Pandey, a
royal nominee in Parliament, has
sparked off speculation about how the
palace views the insurgency. The Maoist
chief, who has met two mainstream com-
munist leaders, has turned down
Koirala’s requests for talks.

Amidst this stalemate, the red star over
Nepal is still flickering and strong.
The government is on the back foot.
And the Maoists are preparing for their
great leap forward.
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Nepal insurgency
worries India, U.S.

) Y
By C. Raja Mohan Y O /‘{“The recent m

NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. The two-day
visit to Nepal by a senior U.S. State
Department official reflects the
growing international concern
about the rising Maoist insurgen-
¢y and a deepening political crisis
in that country.

I'he acting U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State for South Asian Af-
fairs, Mr. Alan Eastham, left India
today for two days of consulta-
tions in Nepal.

While the public attention has
been focused on Mr. Eastham's
talks in Islamabad and New Delhi,
diplomatic observers here say his
trip to Nepal may be far more sig-
nificant. ~ The political develop-
ments in Nepal figured
prominently in the talks between
Mr. Eastham and his interlocutors
in the Foreign Office here. India
and the United States discussed
their shared concerns about peace
and stability within Nepal.

Mr. Eastham, who had served
carlier in Nepal, is expected to
make a first-hand assessment of
the troubled situation in the Hi-
malayan Kingdom.

Both India and the U.S. are wor-
ried about the rapid growth of the
Maoist insurgency across a large
part of the country. [n many dis-
tricts the Maoists have ousted lo-
cal authorities from positions of
power and are now raising taxes,
dispensing justice and maintain-
ing security.

of 60 police-

en and an earlipr rfear successful
assassination attempt against the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court have demonstrated the new
clout of the insurgents and de-
moralised the ill-equipped securi-
ty forces. The divisions within
the ruling Nepal Congress and the
confrontation on the streets be-
tween the Government and the
opposition parties which are de-
manding the resignation of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Girija Prasad
Koirala, have severely strained
Kathmandu’ ability to cope with
insurgency.

In any case, the fractious demo-
cratic politics in Kathmandu has
proven to be a weak counter to the
Maoist insurgency feeding on
deep disaffection among the peo-
ple. Meanwhile questions are be-
ing raised about the very survival
of democracy in Nepal and talk is
widespread about a coup.

Indian and American concerns
on Nepal are also shared by the
European Union. In a statement
issued at Brussels last week, the
EU expressed ‘“‘profound con-
cern’ at the “‘serious escalation of
violence”” in the context of the
“Maoist insurgency in Nepal.

Reflecting on the threat to dem-
ocratic governance in Nepal, the
EU urged *‘to exercise full respect
for human rights in the search for
a solution, and to strengthen de-
mocracy and rule of law in
Nepal'.

fpe hmeaa g



~#MAOIST MENACE

Kmrala S dully dallying will prove catastro&\

AD Maoist activities in Nepal’s interior hill districts beén

nipped in the bud the administration would not have
faced with the predicament it finds itself in today. Since first
striking in February 1996, they have killed more than 1,600
people, the latest being the massacre this month of 78 of
whom 60 were police personnel. Rebels determined to set up
a republic have already destroyed telecommunication and TV
towers worth crores of rupees and hindered the construction
of national highways, forcing the authorities to hand the task
to the army. There had been disturbing reports of youths
fleeing their villages for fear of being forced to join the rebel
force. Even if GP Koirala had supported Surya Bahadur
Thapa government’s proposal in 1998 for an anti-terrorist act,
that could not have helped as experience elsewhere has
shown that the problems spawned by poverty and ecohomic
deprivation cannot be solved militarily or by force. Koirale
correctly opted for conciliation, arguing that insurgency is the
result of apathy, prolonged administrative neglect and lack o
development. The expectation was that the eight-membe
commission formed during the KP Bhattarai regime migh
make some progress, but it failed allegedly because o
Koirala’s indifference towards a dialogue.

What the Prime Minister has in mind is not clear but th.
consequences of his dilly-dallying are likely to be catastrophi
for the country and government as well. The insurgents ar.
persecuting poor and innocent villagers without realising
that they are pursuing an anti-Mao course. There is
edly a need for rejuvenating the high-level com
also involving all parties to find a solution.




Kathmandu, Apnl 17: Nepal 3 Oppesm(}
_party, on Tuesday, rejected Prime Minister

' Girija Prasad Koirala’s call for a dialogue to
. resplve an escalating row over an aircraft leas-
ing deal and vowed to continue fighting for hts

embattlcd Prime Minister asked Qpposi-
parties on Monday to take part in a.meet-

A
1es.iny the deal by state-owned Royal Nepal

craft from Austria’s Lauda Air. )
.~ “We don’t think the government is senous )

about the talks 7 Jeader of the main nnnacit
ey,

——e.,

the deadlock over alleged irregulari--

Airlines Corporation to lease a Boeing 767 air- '

mnm;zmst Unified Mamst-ummst party
‘\Madhav Kumar Nepal said. “He (Koirgla)

\ Xeeps opposition leaders in detention and calls
for tafk; ‘We doubt his 1mentlon,” Mr Nepal

said.: .
‘Autherities detamed Mr Nepal and severil
other comimunist members of Parliament on

-..Monday as they tried to stop Prime Minister -

Koirala from entering his office. Mr Nepal,
who was released later on Monday, sa:d the -

- opposition leaders were detained in an “unpo-

litical, undemocratic and uncultured way” and
pledged to continue holding anti-government
demonstrations and rallies to press for ane
Meinister Koirala’s resignation.

[ VPO PE ot

Y parties-have dlsrupted Parhament

R

- for neady two

-wrongdoin
" by a court. Tty

. out a bloody Maoist insurgency that has

er the row oo
Civil aviation minister Tarini Dutta Chataut
quit in January over the decasxoa by Royal

- Nepal Airlines to lease the‘aircraft from Lauda

‘Air withoiit isstiing a public tender as required

" by law. An mdependent commission is probing.

 the matter. The carrier said earlier tender calls
“were unsuccessfil and it urgently needed the
aircraft for its international expansion. ¥

Prime Minister Koirala, who denies any :
$ays he is ready to qURCiT. charged

, 78-year~oidd(o;rala came to
power in March last year vowing to fight cor-
ruption, provide goed government and stamp

claimed 1,664 lives. (Reuters)



Protesters throw stones at the police in a Kathmandu street on Monday. They were
demanding the resignation of the Nepal Prime Minister, Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala.

7 Nepal PM’s car stoned,

3(&9

. KATHMANDU, APRIL 16. Over 130 communist party
' members wdre today arrested in Nepal after the car
of the PrimeMinister, Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala, was
stoned in a protest to demand he quit, police said.

Around 10,000 activists, mainly from the Opposi-
tion Nepal Communist Party-United Marxist and Le-
ninist (NCP-UML), took to the streets amid tight
security in Kathmandu to demand Mr. Koirala’s re-
signation

A stone was lobbed at the Prime Minister's car as it
was approaching his office, a Home Ministry official
said.

Police then used tear gas to disperse the protes-
ters, witnesses said. Police said they arrested more
than 130 NCP-UML leaders, MPs and activists. “'At
least 24 lawmakers from our party including the top
leaders have been arrested by the police along with
dozens of our supporters,” the NCP-UML politburo
member, Mr. Pradeep Nepal, later said.

130 protesters held \/

incidents took place and the Prime Minister went to
his office without being obstructed.”

A police spokesman said: “The NCP-UML had
planned to stop the Prime Minister’'s car and pull
him out in protest of his alleged involvement in the
aircraft lease scam.” Mr. Koirala is under investiga-
tion for corruption relating to a controversial aircraft
lease deal but has denied any wrongdoing.

The protest was part of a NCP-UML plan to cordon
off the streets leading to Mr. Koirala’s office until he
resigned.

The protest was backed by five other splinter com-
munist groups, including the NCP-Marxist, Leninist
and Maoist (NCP-MLM), the Nepal Peasants and
Workers’ Party (NPWP), the National People’s Front .
(NPF), the United People’s Front-Nepal (UPF) and :
NCP-United. — AFP

P
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Koirala turns
to Palace to
fight Maoists

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, April 10

U

THE NEPALESE Government is
desperately trying to rope in the
palace in its fight against Maoist
insurgents, some of who even
tried to enter Kathmandu valley
last evening. :

Barely 12 hours after his meet-
ing with King Birendra, Prime
Minister G P Koirala today
strongly supported his Cabinet’s
proposal for the deployment of
the Royal Nepalese Army against
Communist rebels.

He said, “Why can’t we use the
Army here when it can serve in
different countries as UN peace-
keepers?”

During his meeting with
the monarch, who solely com-
mands the loyalty of the Army,
Koirala is believed to have dis-
cussed the Cabinet proposal as
well as the fate of two important
ordinances related to the forma-
tion of an arrhed police and the
creation of posts of zonal com-
missioners. The ordinances,
which lapsed on Sunday, are
waiting for royal assent for re-
promulgation.

There is a lurking fear in the
ruling Nepali Congress (NC)
about the palace, whose wings
were clipped when the new
democratic Constitution was
implemented in 1990, using the
Maoist issue to reassert its lost
powers.

This feeling grew further after
Rameshnath Pandey, a royal
nominee in Parliament, last
week secretly met Maoist chief
Pushpakamal Dahal who has
been leading the six-year-old
insurgency to turn the kingdom
into a Republic.

To mount pressure on the
palace, Koirala even got the pro-
posal sanctioned by the ruling
party’s central working commit-
tee just before he visited the
palace.

Asked what is stopping
the Army from going into
action, Koirala said, “It’s some-
thing secret and I cannot tell
you.”

Girija Prasad Kolrala

He, however, added, “Democra-
cy is safe here, though I don't
know what will happen to me.”
At the moment, he js under
tremendous pressure from with-
in and outside his party to step
down on the issue of Manist
rebellion and corruptiog
charges.

Despite this, he remarked,
“I'm hopeful of overcoming
these challenges. The Maoists
can never achieve their goal
through violence. One day they
will have to come to the negotiat-
ing table.”

Koirala admitted that the
rebels tried to attack a police
post at Nanglebhare on the
periphery of the Kathmandu val-

ley. Asked how safe is the

Nepalese capital, he quipped, “As
safe as Heaven.”

There are reports about the
rebels setting up a parallel
administration in a number of
districts in western Nepal. They
have stepped up their campaign
in districts surrounding the
Kathmandu valley. Yesterday,

police opened fire on a meeting Of/

pro-Maoist peasants near Shanis,
charay bordering Darjeelin
the east. One person diedgrand
several others were injdred in
the incident.
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THE NEPAL\government has been under
pressure from ¥the Maoists for a considerable
period of time. I has always viewed the mili-
tant activities of\these extra-parliamentary
communists as a serious security threat. Till
now, a stalemate of sorts had prevailed in
the relationship between the two, with the
overall balance being in the government’s
favour. In the past week or so, however, the
Maoists appear to have gone on a rampage,

bombing a police post in western Nepal and -

killing scores of policemen. A minister’s
house was also bombed. These have coincid-
ed with a Maoist-led general strike which
brought the country to a standstill, accord-
ing to a western news agency report.
Although the Maoists enjoy a marked pres-
ence in the landlocked country, it is reason-
ably clear that the recent dramatic develop-
ments may have proved difficult to orches-
trate if the rebel leadership had not tapped
into the general mood of discontent in the
Himalayan kingdom. The winter session of
Parliament was prorogued last week after
being deadlocked for nearly two months,
with not a single day’s business transacted
in the wake of the opposition demand that
Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala should
resign following allegations of financial
irregularities. Thousands of people have

% Red star flickers over Nepal &,

staged anti-Koirala protests in Kathmandu on
Sunday. Mr Koirala’s difficulty is that while
the key opposition elements are united on
this issue, his own party is divided on the
question of who should lead it. Indeed, seri-
ous personality-related factionalism has been
an abiding feature of the Nepali Congress for
long. As a result, the country has seen a quick
turnover of Prime Ministers.

Mr Koirala has responded to the disturbed
conditions by declaring an emergency in the
districts most affected by Maoist activities.
While taking firm steps to bring the situa-
tion under control, the Prime Minister will
be better off by also concentrating on the
political aspect. The Maoists have offered
talks contingent on the formation of an
interim government and bringing about a
change in the Constitution. The scope of the
latter demand is not entirely clear in a coun-
try which switched over from being a monar-
chy to a multi-party democracy after a hard
struggle only 10 years ago. In recent years,
Nepal has sought Indiaj help in tackling the
Maoists. Quite appropniately, New Delhi has
approached the issue with a great deal ¢
caution. For strategic reasons, India
hope that the political equilibrium in Nepal
will be restored soon and the lawless elg~

ments are brought under control.
{

THE HINDUST AN Tibes

4 gﬂ 1™

st



) KJUSIOIIFouUl pue
ugQ 1109 JO spunocasd uo uoijeu
-8150. s, eTRIT0Y] BUTH99S U9aQ SBY
feqefieqq d ¥ J9ISTUNN dwllad
Jawaol 031 soueidaqie SBuimo
A3xed 8Y3 JO UOIIDOS Y '9S.10M SI9)
-Jeuw 9pel ATUD sey DN 8y} ut 918
-8nx1s zamod suUIddUISIUT 9Y ],
’ Suot}
-0979 [BI2UAS 6661 9Yl Ul QN JY3
UEY] $830A 10w pafiod pey seny
JUBIBIIIP JO  sisTUnWIUIO)
Jiusweljaed pue
$3199J18 ‘sefdun{ ul way) aoe] 0}
JUIWIUIBA0L) 9] JOJ IINOUSIP AI0A
aq [IIm 3] ‘ewmn STy} puey Joddn
9y} peured aaey sSISTUNWWO])
3y} ‘PapIAIP YSNOYL,, ‘PIRIBWST
Jeped] (TIN) NdJO Iotuss v
« BIBITO3]
IIN Aq papeay sI 3t se 3u0f
se anssT Aue 9AJ0S J0UUED JUdW
-UJI8A0D 8y, ‘Pres TedaN aey
-PBIN AJ1e)2.108S [easuas TN
‘TedaN
ILI9ISOM UT SIOTIISIP QF 3Ses] e
ur Sutwaey AUNWWOS pue suo

wop3ury nPULE sdiisd 1outa) pay

19JJO S¥[e) [9¢a1 Jo [earydods 1a0x) edon

-StId ‘S3aNn0d Mey Yitm a3ajdurod
uoprensyurwipe [oesed e dn jos
aARY s)STORIA aU3l Aes sirodsy
Kepsanj, uo
114sTp Supey @ Sutamoqyudou ur
SISTORIA 94} 0} BUlIopUaLINS I0)
puuosiad aotod 61 pue S12013j0
OM1] JSurede uonoe ajenIul 0l pey
JUSWIUISA0D) B, ISEJ 001 [Te Sut
-m0a13 uasq sey joedwy Jay,j,
npuewyiey ut
STO0YDS JURUILLIBAOL) Ul ‘SUTy] oU3
S91J1I0I8 jeYl WsYlue [eUolIeU
ay3 3urSuis uo ueq ay) pepualxd
A1918] 9ABY SISIOBN oYl
‘YoM ST} papus jemy
UOISSas J9)UIM o1} Ul Juswe[ied
Aq pessed aq 03 UOT[[agal JSTOBIN
Y} UTRIU0D 01 SIDUOISSTWIUO0D
Teuoz jo sisod JO UolieaId 8yl
JOJ 9UO0 SUIPNOUT SIIUBUIPIO OM)
MO[[E J0U PP uoTiIseddQ ay,L,

« FUWRTLIed
ur arewsiels e 3ursned Aq ajdoad
pue A1nunod syl umop sumniel,,
Jo uonisodd( ayj pasnooe Aepoy
eAIeyoy lIeyIeN uewsayods

(QN) ssaxduo)y 1{edaN Surmy
*SBLI)S Juanb
-8} Yum 91 fewraou paadurey
) awos 231nb 103 sey (Isturuary
1sixaey) TedaN Jo Ajaed 3Istu

-NUI0)) IATISSaI8Te aaow ay,J,
Koeroowap
Ajxed-1jnd JO UOIIRIO}SDI
9yl JO AJesasaluue UYill oyl
$9318Iqele0 TedaN Usym MOLIOWO]
wogd uonejrde xemndod e uisq o}
peplosp sey “JIN[] S UMouy I3}l
-19Qq ‘(3STUTULT-ISIXIBIN Payjtufy)
TedalN Jo £1ied 1STUunutuIo) uon
-1soddQ Jofewt a3 ‘@3e([lia 1013
ade[[IA JI9A0 SUINEB] ULaq dABRY
(orgndey e J03 3unIysyy) sjueld

-INSUT ISTOBIA Uaym alll) B 1y
"UOTIMITISU0D Pue JUusld
-UI9A05) SIT uo yoeyle paduodad
-99JU1 B payoune] aaey Sisiu
-NWWoY) 9y} se Ayoseue [gofytjod
oyur Surpis jo Iesuep ur St wop
-BUry npury ATUo S TIOM HHL

8 1244V NpupwyInyg
ueyprig ARYSOY

SATOUAZY

"a1eI0gR[8 J0U PIP 8H
‘uolInisuc) mau e aredaad pue
JUSWUISA0H WILISUI UB ULIOJ
dipy 03 . senaed ‘ffe, Uim
s¥[e1 Joj Apead sem Alred siy
pres Japeaj [agal ay], ‘Surjaawr
e 10} epueyorlq Japes| Ajred
1STORN 4] [{ed ysaJg] s, Aepanies
U0 JUSWW0I 10U pip ANQSIUTA 10
-[I81U] SPEaY 0S[e oym ‘[opnod -
«,91doad 3uryry Aoy axe Aym 3ul
188l 8y} 10J SNOLIas ale A3yl i,
‘pies 9y ‘ondolerp e 3uiploy inoge
SNOLIAS 10U aI9M Ay} Pamoys
20UAOIA JUSd8I  S[8gad a8yl
. 3unlaewr ayj J10j 3S8UOY j0U 1B
(s[eqax ayy) Aau3 ing,, .. 'sH1e J0j
Apeaa sfemye ST JUSWUIBA0L) 813,
Aepung uo pres [opnod eIpueyd
wey JoISIUliN swilag Anda(y

‘syre} Surproy

AQ 18n{ poAJOS ag prnom sansst
3utuang S,UOTJEU 8y} 8Aalfeq
10U pip Anred sty pres epueyosrld
‘staquiswt A3qed umo s Ul
0USPYUOS 1SO] PRY JUSUILLIBA0D
$$813U0) 1redsN Jussaad ayl reud
Junels UpWUIBA0L) Jeuolieu
B Ul 11ed 98} 0} pue UOLINIIISUCso
a1} U1 sadueyp juem s[eqal sy, L

‘paugem epueyorad
«Sseousnbasuod oy Jaeaq 03
QARY TITM 3T ‘YOTYM JOJ SNOIOSTA
SJOW UIAS 3 T[1s SACU JXBU INO
Koeardsuoopue uoissaaddns sy
SINUIU0D JUSWUIDA0D) 3y} I,
‘wop3ury oyl Jo sixed snoriea ul
UMOP pauun3 a1am SIdY)0 SAT09S
pue uswaorjod 7/, AJ1esu—ogeT Ut
uedaq AOUISANSUL Y3 a0ULS JALS
-USJJO 32J91] JSoW II8Y3 payoune|
SISTORIA a3 181Je sAep jsnf{ ssuiod
8ACW Y, 'SH[E? 01 2AIONPUOD
s19ydsowie ue ajeaId 0} judwW
~UJBA0H 93 U0 PAI[ed pue ajer)
-039u 03 Apeal sem Arxed s1y jey)
juswivlels B Ul pres epueyorvid
juepisaxd (A-dON)  SISTOBIN
-fl1ed  Istunwuwo) {edeN
I8J0 3y} mnoqe . 1ssuoy jou,, sIom
S1SIORIA Ay} pies ‘siqel soead
ayl 1e s[aqax oyl ulof o} ssau
-I93eo 3ulssaadxe alIym JUWUID
-A0S) 9], A1IUN0d 8y} ur Louss
-Insut 3uog-sapedep syl Surpus
10] Aem 9y} aaed pInod yoiym
IWBWUISA0D) Y} YItM  SH[E]
01Ut 181U 03 Apeal a1am AdY} p1es
Aepung uo SLSIOVIN S/ TVdEAN

A /\/ 9 114dVy ‘npuvuyInyy
a S



UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

KATHMANDU, April 7. -
Maoist rebels struck late last
night in a central mid-western
Nepali district killing 47
people including 29 policemen.

According to a police spokes-
person here, the armed rebels

attacked a police post at [

Naummle village in the Dai-
lekh district in large num-
bers. They overwhelmed the
72-man police striking force

based there after almost a.

three-hour-long gun battle.
The police force gave up the

fight after the Maoists bom-

bed the post levelling it to the
ground. Force commander,
police inspector Dhruva Pra-
sad Dabal and 28 other cops
were killed in the encounter
in which “at least two civilian
casualties also occurred,” the
spokesperson said.

There was fio immediate re-
port about the Maoist
casualties in the attack. in

which 12 police personnel |

were “seriously injured.

The fate of another 11 cops
was “unknown” and “they
were believed to have been
taken captives by the rebels
who looted the police post of
weapons and ammunition be-
fore fleeing into the nearby
forested mountain area.

. The Dailekh incident is yet
another chapter in the recent-
ly increased Maoist activity
involving attacks on police
striking force posts. On Mon-
day last the rebels struck in
the mid-western Rukum and

pal Maonsts
.. Kill 29 cops

A police officer injured in the 3 April Maoists’ attack
being taken into a helicopter at Rumumkot in Nepal.
Thirty-five policemen were killed in the attack — AP/PTI

north-central Dolakha dis-
tricts killing 36 policemen.
The Maoists have been set-
ting off explosions at selected
targets which include resi-
dences of ruling Nepali Con-
gress leaders and former se-
nior police officials. The bomb
attacks have, however, claim-

ed no casualties.

The underground Maoists
launched an armed “peoples’
war” in Nepal six years ago
for the establishment of a re-
publican state as opposed to
the present -constitution
monarchy in a multi-parfy
parliamentary democra




: - rala to India last
. year. There is, in-

EYE ON NEPAI.-II

Seeking I\/Ianoeu/vramhty In Trade And D|p|0macy

FTER entering the ne\}’
A\millennium, Nepal and

ndia seem palpably con-
scious of the need to strengthen
their age-old ties in the chang-
ing circumstances. This be-
came quite obvious during the
talks the Nepalese foreign sec-
retary, Narayan Shamsher
Thapa, had with his Indian
counterparts. The two sides
chose the opportunity to have
detailed discussions on the
entire gamut of bilateral rela-
tionships.

In truth, the seeds for the
talks were sown during the last
official visit by
Girija Prasad Koi-

- deed, nothing im-
| proper in realising
that India and Ne-
pal should not take
each other for
granted. Both
should appreciate
each other’s senti-
ments and aspira-
tions as far as pos-
sible.

Not unexpectedly,
the two sides fo-
cussed most promi-

| nently on the 1950
i Treaty for Peace
' and  Friendship.
. Indeed, it also tur-
ned out to be the
opportunity when

D By PARMANAND

ti \y, in April 1995, the then
Nepali Prime Minister, Man
Mohan Adhikari had said: “We
want to review certain clauses
(of the 1950 Indo-Nepalese
Friendship treaty) and update
them so that they reflect the
present-day reality”. Speaking
at the same time, the then
Nepali Congress Supreme
Leader, Ganesh Man Singh,
had said: “Even if God tries to
bring revolutionary changes in
the Indo-Nepal relationship,
He cannot, since the ties are

DEBABRATA .

Too much of closeness with,
and dependence on India, King
Mahendra had thought, was
not good for Nepal’s identity
and sovereignty. Even after
stressing the principle of “equi-
distance” from its two giant
neighbours, Nepal would try to
move closer to China — and
would also play the China card
vis-a-vis India. Needless to
stress, it stood the powers that
be in good stead, and even
contributed to the hampering
of democracy in the Kingdom
particularly after the 1960s.

Things changed subsequently.
» China realised the
futility of support-
ing an adminis-
tration that lacked
political legiti-
macy. Unlike in
the 1960s, it did
not come to the
rescue in  the
11990s. After a de-
cade- of democracy
in the kingdom,
China is trying to
protect its econo-
mic interests in
Nepal. King Biren-
dra’s visit to China
| has taken place at
a time when impo-
verished Nepal is
loocking for role
models to pattern
its  development
efforts. The Chi-

the two sides dis-
cussed the question of amen-
ding or updating the 1950
Treaty. Initially, India seemed
to have taken it as an act of
playing to the gallery by Nepali
politicians. Subsequently, In-
dia also began to take the
matter seriously.

OBSOLETE TREATY

There is no provision in the
Treaty, though, for any revision
or update per se. Will the 1950
Treaty be finally scrapped
then? The idea seemed to be
unthinkable even a couple of
years ago. But now India —
even if sotto voce — seems to be
getting ready for this even-
tuality. Article 10 of the Treaty
signed on 31 July 1950 in
Kathmandu by HE Mr Chan-
dreshwar Prasad Narain

' Singh, Ambassador of India in
" Nepal, and Mohan Shamsher
Jung Bahadur Rana, the last
* hereditary Rana Prime Minis-
ter of the Kingdom, says: “This
' Treaty shall remain in force
until it is terminated by either
. party by giving one year’s
notice”. Apparently, India is
' waiting for Nepal to suggest
that the treaty be abrogated.

If many in Nepal think that
this Treaty is not in keeping
with the changing circums-
tances, many in India say it is
well nigh a dead letter now. If
some in Nepal feel that the
Treaty’s provisions at times
compromise Nepal’s sovereign
status, some in India stress
that the security provisions
have for long remained only on
paper. Statements emanating
from Darjeeling’s Nepalese
leaders and even West Bengal’s
Urban Development Minister,
Ashok Bhattacharya suggest
how the Treaty in its present
form creates a variety of prob-
lems.

In any case, if the non-
renewal of the Indo- -Bangla-
desh Treaty of cooperation,
friendship and peace in March
1997 has in no way adversely
affected the ties between the
two South Asian states, there is
no reason to ggest that the

based on the wolf and lamb
principle.”

Notwithstanding talk about
the Treaty, trade between the
two South Asian states has
increased. There are, indeed,
further possibilities of en-
hancing the volume of trade.
The two sides are becoming
more conscious of this now. It is
a different matter that several
unsavoury happenings have
made several Indian investors
in Nepal reconsider their pro-
posals. Improvement in the law
and order situation in Nepal is
bound to improve things again.

Quite appropriately, Indian
and Nepalese sides have also
decided to expand cooperation
to control unauthorised trade
across the border. The Nepal
border is often alleged to be
used for smuggling of Chinese
goods to India. Complaints
have surfaced recently that a
huge quantity of Chinese goods
are flooding the Indian market.
Indeed, this complaint was in
sharp focus during the recently
concluded visit by former
Chinese premier and currently
chairman of the standing com-
mittee of the National People’s
Congress, Li Peng.

CHINESE LINKS

India and Nepal have also
agreed that the joint working
group on the boundary would
meet shortly. In fact, the joint
technical-level boundary com-
mittee has been asked to com-
plete the work on the demar-
cation of the boundary from
east to west within the agreed
time-frame as directed by the
two Prime Ministers. India has
asked Nepal to request the
commission investigating the
disturbances related to the
alleged remarks made by a
popular Indian actor to look
into “the genesis of the pro-
blem, who was behind it and
also ways and means to
prevent such incidents in' the
future”. Indian external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh is
likely to visit Nepal soon.
Nepali home secretary Sri Kant
Regmi is likely to visit India
soon.

nese economic mo-
del, according to some obser-
vers, is of special significance
in this connection.

OUTBOUND
Relevantly, King Birendrs
first reached Bao, Hainan
province, where an Asian regio-
nal economic conference mode-

lled along the annual World .

Economic Forum held at Davos
began on 27 February. King
Birendra addressed the Forum
as the guest of honoéur. He
subsequently visited Beijing
where the Chinese President,
Jiang Zemin, accorded him a
state welcome. The importance
of Sino-Nepalese friendship
was stressed by both the heads
of state.

"In this era of globalisation,
the PRC is helping various
projects in Nepal. No less
significantly, Nepal is moving
in the direction of promoting its
tourism by wooing Chinese.
This process began when it was
realised that the number of
Indian tourists is declining
fast. On its part, China has
responde& by declaring Nepal
as a “favoured outhound desti-
nation from 2002”. Pradeep Raj
Pandey, chief executive officer,
Nepal Tourism Board, said in
an interview recently that
Nepal and China were on the
verge of signing a compre-
hensive declaration that would
see a substantial increase in
the number of Chinese tourists.
Pandey added that except for
the issue of currency, all other
major formalities have been
worked out.

Nepal might be facing
problems on the domestic front
but it is seeking to increase its
manoeuvrability in trade and
diplomacy. Overall, the linkage
of domestic and forelgn politics
always remains a constant
factor in every country. The
mountain kingdom cannot be
expected to do well in foreign
affairs and international trade
without solving the problems of
law and order, corruption,
political confrontatlons and
above all, instability.

(C
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rrest a pointer to crackdown on ISI

ni First Secretary in Kathmandu, Mohammkd
Arshad Cheema, and the recovery of 16 kgs
RDX from his residence, the Nepalese author-
ities appear to have launched a coordinated
strike against the anti-India operations
launched by the ISI from the Himalayan king-
dom. )

\W '\T)\ By Atul Aneja \bxd b\
NEW DELHI, APRIL 13. In the arrest of the Pakigta-

The RDX was allegedly seized from the cup-
board of Mr. Cheema’s rented accommoda-
tion at New Baneshwar. The ground floor of
the building also reportedly housed the office
of Sachel Engineering, run by a Pakistani na-
tional, Mr. Hussein Cheema. A highway con-
struction company, Sachel Engineering
maintained a stretch of road around Pokhara
in western Nepal.

It is not the first time Mr. Arshad Cheema’s
name has been associated with subversion.
Long suspected by Indian authorities as the
ISI's station chief, he was reportedly accused
by the Inspector General of Police in the Ne-
palese Government of handing over 30 kgs of
RDX to a Sikh militant in 1998. Mr. Cheema’s
role in the hijacking of 1C-814 had also figured
prominently. According to sources, he along
with two of his associates, Zia Ansari and Ab-
dul Rais Khan - a Nepali Muslim - was spotted
at Tribhuvan Airport on the day of the hijack-

ing in suspicious circumstances.

In a related development, the Nepalese au-
thorities have on ‘technical grounds’ denied
licence to Space-Tiine, a TV network allegedly
funded by the Pakistani intelligence. Space-
Jime netyerk ;been seen ‘as the hub for
launching anti-Igdia propaganda. Its role was
particularly cons§icuous in fanning recent an-
ti-India riots by §ublicising fictitious remarks
attributed to thejndian actor Mr. Hritik Rosh-
an. B

The tussle revdlving around the Space-Time
network has beef visible for some time now.
According to sources, Mirza Dilhad Beg, the

NEW ANALYSIS

founder of the ngt\iyork and a former minister
known for his prgximity to the Pakistanis, was
allegedly killed b members of the Chotta Ra-
jan gang of thé¢ Mumbai underworld. The
Space-Time network is now run by Jamim
Shah, who is said to be of Kashmiri descent.
An earlier ban on‘Space-Time was lifted by the
Nepali authorities, which led to the resigna-
tion of the Nepalese Information Minister
then.

Sources point eut that the ISI in Nepal has
played a key role in coordinating subversion
against India after the demolition of the Babri
Masjid. The demolition deeply divided the

Mumbai underworld on communal lines. This
division found expression in retaliatory Mum-
bai blasts. The investigations which were
launched in Mumbai, as a result, led to the
flight of one section of its underworld, includ-
ing Dawood Ibrahim and Chotta Shakeel, first
to the United Arab Emirates. But the UAE
served as a temporary haven and part of this
group in the UAE fled to Karachi while anoth-
er section went to Nepal.

In Nepal, the Mumbai underworld estab-
lished contact with the ISI. Consequently, the
underworld-ISl nexus allegedly cultivated a
large network of smugglers, businessmen, bu-
reaucrats and politicians and spilt them suc-
cessfully. While a section of the establishment
continued to support India, an influential seg-
ment also became part of growing ‘‘Pakistani
constituency” in Nepal.

The shifting elite loyalties was also reflected
in the change in character of smuggling oper-
ations from Nepal. Not surprisingly, RDX was
included in the smuggling list which promi-
nently came to light in 1998.

After the crackdown by Bangladesh, Nepal
increasingly became a source for sending ex-
plosives and weapons to India’s troubled
north-east. Some of these supplies also reach
Bhutan, another militant stronghold across
the Siliguri corridor, a narrow neck which
joins the entire North-East to the rest of India.
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Pak protests diplomat’s arfest

. REUTERS

‘

KATHMANDU, April 13. -

| Pakistan issued a protest to

Nepal on Friday after the de-

. tention of one of its diplomats
in connection with the seizure

of explosives in Kathmandu.

Police said last evening they |

: had recovered 16.2 kg of power-
. ful explosives from a house and
- detained Muhammad Arshad

Cheema, first secretary at the
Pakistan embassy, and his wife.
A Nepali foreign ministry
spokesman said Mr Cheema was

- being “interrogated” but would
: not provide further details. Paki-

stan said the detention breached
diplomatic convention.

“It has been repeatedly urged to
the Nepalese authorities that
such an action constitutes a clear
violation of the Vienna conven-
tion and that adherence to its
provisions is in the interest of the
conduct of diplomatic relations
bétween states,” the Pakistan
embassy said in a statement.

EXPLOSIVE ISSUE: Nepal police arrest Pakistan's first secretary Muhammad
Arshad Cheema {(right) in Kathmandu on Thursday night. — AP/PTI

Last evening, the Rastriya Sa-
machar Samiti news agency
quoted a police official as say-
ing the seized explosives, simi-
lar to rapid detonating explo-
sive, was capable of causing
huge damage. India had ac-

THR STATESMAR

J_tl APR 21

cused Pakistan of using Nepal
for anti-India activities, a
charge denied by Islamabad
Nepal said it does not allow its
soil to be used for hostile activ-
ities against-dny of its neig’
bours.



YE ON NEPAL-I

The Dlstuﬁ)mg Domestic Scene

RIME Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala will very '~

soon complete one year in
office. He had much earlier
achieved the distinction of
becoming the Kingdom’s Prime
Minister four times in the post-
multiparty democracy phase
that began in April 1990. He
has been in office for the
longest period during this time
and yet, ironically, his tenure
has proved to be more tumu-
ltuous that that of any other
" incumbent.

The 19th session of the
bicameral Parliament compri-
sing the lower g
house, the Pratini-

' dhi Sabha, and the
upper house, the
Rashtriya Sabha |
began in Parlia- |
ment Building in
the Singha Durbar
on 8 February. Bad
and negative om-
ens were visible on
the opening day.
Opposition MPs of
both houses, exclu

Sadbhavana Party

(NSP) and the
Communist Party
of Nepal (Marxist
Leninist), entered
the  Parliamen
Building in a joint E
procession, shouting slogans,
calling for the Prime Minister’s
resignation.

DEADLOCK

It is a different matter that in
* his welcome speech, Taranath
Ranabhat, Speaker of the Pra-
tinidhi Sabha, stressed the
need for understanding among
the political parties in order to
consolidate democracy and ac-
celerate the pace of develop-
ment. Opposition MPs, exclu-
ding those of the NSP, cbstruc-
ted the proceedings throughout
the week in support of their
demand for the resignation of
Koirala, alleging that he was
involved in irregularities in the
RNAC-Lauda A1r jet lease deal.
The Speaker trjed tg break the
deadlock by calling hn all-party
meeting in his chasber, but his
- efforts were of noavail. On 16
February, Koirala began his
own efforts to end the deadlock,
by meeting several Opposition
leaders, and requesting their
cooperation .in running ‘the
parliamentary  proceedings
smoothly. But his efforts, too,
came to nought.

To make matters worse, on 19
February, the situation took an
ugly turn after the Speaker cal-
led on the minister for culture,
tourism and civil aviation,
Omkar Prasad Shrestha, to
make a statement on the
RNAC-Lauda deal. When the
minister moved towards the
rostrum, an UML MP rushed
up behind him and assaulted
him. Needless to say, he could
not make any statement. On
the same day, at a press
conference, Shrestha described
the Lauda Air deal as “trans-
parent”. He also disclosed that
the RNAC would issue a white
paper on the deal soon. On the
other hand, both the NC and
the UML MPs, on the same

The author is Hon. Director,
South Asian Studies Founda-
‘an, New Delhi.

1414 By PARMANAND

day, accused one another of
“stooping to unparliamentary
behaviour”.

Things were no better outside
the House. In a rather bizarre
move, His Majesty King Biren-
dra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, the
head of state, on 20 February,
sought the opinion of the
Supreme Court on whether or
not Section 2 of the Nepal
Citizenship (6th Amendment)
Bill, passed by the Pratinidhi
Sabha on 26 July 2000 as a
money bill, was consistent with

a republican constitution, but
the concept of an all-party inte-
rim government generally does

enthuse political leaders in

Nepal. It is rather unfortunate
that Government-Maoist talks
to end the violence have not be-
come a reality, notwithstand-
ing statements by both sides
from time to time.

While the hoi polloi are
suffering, the influence of the
Maoists is on the increase. Ter-
ror is spreading even in areas

‘earlier supposed to be other-

wise peaceful. This has adver-
sely affected tourism and in-
vestment.

Amidst these
developments, sup-
port to Koirala has
come from the most
unexpected quar-
ters. At the 19 Feb-
ruary meeting of
the central work-
ing committee of
the NC, former
Prime Minister
and a prominent
Koirala-detractor,
KP Bhattarai said:
“At this moment all
NC MPs should
realise the serious-
ness of the situa-
tion and present
themselves united-
ly in the House. I

Articles 8 and 9 of the Kingdom
of Nepal. A single bench of
Chief Justice Keshav Prasad
Upadhyaya decided the same
day that a special bench of the
Supreme Court would initiate a
discussion on the matter.

The King has taken the step
under Article 88(5) of the Cons-
titution, which says: “If His
Majesty seeks opinion of the
Supreme Court on any compli-
cated question of interpretation
of any provision of the Cons-
titution or any other law, the
Supreme Court shall, after the
.deliberation on the question
referred to it, submit to His
Majesty -a report with its
opinion thereon”.

This move by the constitu-
tional monarch is seen by many
as a slap in the face of the
Koirala government — and
that too in this hour of crisis.
No less curious was the state-
ment of a royal nominee in the
upper house, Ramesh Nath
Pandey: “It is His Majesty’s
obligation to protect and imple-
ment the Constitution. We
have to look at this action by
His Majesty in true spirit of
protecting and 1mplement1ng
the Constitution”.

MAOIST TERROR

In another significant deve-
lopment, the Nepal Communist
Party (Macist) — the organi-
sation which has been conti-
nuing what is called the “peo-
ple’s war” since February 1996
— has demanded the formation
of an all-party interim govern-
ment to draft a republican
constitution for the kingdom.
The Maoists had recently held
a convention, the venue of
which was kept a secret, but it
was announced that it ended on
25 February. Comrade Pra-
chand, hitherto general secre-
tary of the outfit, will now be
its chairman, and will have sole
authority over the party.

Not many political parties
may be enthused by the idea of

m————-—.

had asked GP
Koirala to give up one of the
two posts, but, in the present
context, that issue is irre-
levant”. Nothing could have
been more satisfactory for the
Prime Minister at this crucial
Jjuncture.

ACCOMMODATING

On his part, Girija Prasad
Koirala, both in his capacity as
the Kingdom’s Prime Minister
and president of the NC, has
tried to become as accom-
modative as possible. Indeed,
even his old and habitual

critics in the party have begun -

to realise this. Using his power
of nomination to the CWC, he
already has nominated KP
Bhattarai and Sher Bahadur
Deuba. It seems to have
augured well. That he has done
so despite his overwhelming
victory at the general conven-
tion of the party at Pokhara
speaks volumes for his new
accommodative mood. He is
preparing the ground for the
dosro pusta (second
leadership.

Amidst these developments,
the NSP — the-people of Indian |
origin' living mainly in the
Terai (plains) — began its
rathyatra from Jhapa under
the leadership of party presi-
dent Gajendra Narayan Singh
on 18 February. Seeking to
promote “peace and mutual
goodwill in the country”, the

generation) h sr ATESMAN
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yatra concluded at Mahakali on -

7 March. The NSP has done
quite well in the midst of dis-

-turbances when several mad-

heshis were beaten up in Dec-
ember and January (resulting
in one death) because of the
concocted remarks of Hrithik
Roshan.

It is time that Nepalese
politicians realised that the
rules of the game are no less
important that power politics
itself. Failure on this front will
create more serious problems
in the future.

i

(To be concluded) .
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REUTERS ‘

KATHMANDU, April 2.

Suspected Maoist rebels killed '

35 police officers in Nepal in
two overnight attacks, one of
which was the biggest on police
since the group took up arms in
1996, officials said today.

Three attackers were killed in |

the clashes around police posts
in western and central Nepal.

Home ministry spokesman,
Mr Gopendra Bahadur Pandey,
said 30 officers were killed at
Rukumkot, Rukum district
(west Nepal), when suspected
rebels fighting the country’s
constitutional monarchy at-
tacked a police post.

“Thirty bodies have been re-
covered from the site of the

", Nepal cops,

%x
o
%\ﬂﬁ L)

Three suspected rebels and
another five policemen died in
a gunbattle at Dolakha district
in central Nepal early today.
The 13 wourtded policemen
have been flown to Kathman-
du. There was no immediate
word from the rebel group
about the fresh wave of vio-
lence.

The Maoists started their low-
intensity but sustained cam-
paign from a couple of remote

L% and poor foothill villages. The

Mr GP Koiralé: More trouble on hénd

wounded policemen were ad-
mitted to hospitals in Kath-
mandu and neighbouring Nep-

clash,” Mr Pandey said. The 14 algunj.

ead for China

China), April 2. — US diplomats arrived on the Chinese

‘ rebellion has now spread to

more than 30 of the kingdom’s
75 administrative districts.
Both the government and the
rebels have accused each other
of lacking seriousness for peace
dialogue.

Last November, efforts to
start peace talks failed.

| Pay hike demand

- caused stampede

island of Hainan today to help win the release of 24 American air |

crew and ensure their Navy spy plane packed with top-secret
electronics didn’t fall into Chinese hands.

The US aircraft made an emergency landing on the tropical
southern island yesterday after a mid-air collision during a
game of cat-and-mouse with a Chinese fighter plane which

ISLAMABAD, April 2. — An
unmet demand for a pay raise
caused the stampede at the
shrine of Baba Farid Ganjsha-
kar in Pakistan which killed

' about 40 pilgrims over the

crashed. Two defence attaches from the US embassy in Bei-
! the Mushm shrine in Pakpat-

jing arrived in Haikou, capital of Hainan, to join a third dip-
lomat already sent in from the US consulate in southern

Guangzhou. The two were met by a Chinese official, jumped !

into a van and sped off towards Lingshui military aipport on

Honolulu bluntly warned Beijing to stay awa¥ from the EP-3

Marine surveillance plane. — Reuters

weekend, reports said today.

Islamabad’s daily Jang quo-
ted a senior police officer as
saying that the caretaker of

tan town haggled with offi-
cials for four hours before he
agreed to open a supposedly
sacred door, Behishti Darwa-
za (the doq bg paradise) to
pilgrims.

— DPA
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pd
Nepal Defence
Minister -4

P -

resigns  ~5\%
NEPAL'S DEFENCE Miniyter,
Mahesh Acharya, resigned\on
Friday taking “moral responsi-
bility” for the sacking of a for-
mer Central Bank governor now
reinstated by the Supreme Court.

“I honour the decision taken

by the Supreme Court and have !

decided to resign,” Acharya said. |

He was the Finance Minister
when the Government sacked
Tilak Rawal as the bank gover-
nor in August following differ-
ences between the two men over
“policy matters.”

Rawal appealed to the Su-
preme Court, which on Wednes-
day ruled the sacking was illegal
and ordered the Government to
reinstate him to his old job.

The resignation of Acharya,
who is considered a close aide of
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala, comes at a time when
Koirala is facing a turbulent par-
liament where opposition parties
are demanding his resignation
and rebels in his party are refus-
ing to support him.

“My decision would not make
it difficult for the Prime
Minister. Instead it would make

things easier for him,” Acharya .

said.

AP, Kathmandu -
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ﬁemgnatlonsé ell
trouble for Kon'ala

W
Keshav Pradhan f,C
Kathmandu, March 14 \\{', N~

THIE RESIGNATION of two loyal
ministers yesterday has come as a
blow to Nepalese Prime Minister
G.P. Koirala who is desperately
trying to resist a move from with-
in and outside the ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) to oust him from
power.

Agriculture minister J. P
Gupta, a hardcore Koirala loyal-
ist. quit the Government in
protest against lack of consisten-
¢y in its policies.

Till last month, he held the
glamorous Information and Com-
munications portfolio. Gupta was
cut up with his colleagues after
the Government recently reversed
his decision not to give up-linking
facilities to a cable network with
whom he was fighting a running
feud.

Moreover, the Government had
raised questions about the net-
work’s role during anti-Hrithik

WA

R%shan riots. W\hat has embar-
rassed Koirala even more is the
resignation of Minister of State
for Labour S Hamal on grounds of
the Prime Minister’s failure to
deliver. The Prime Minister has
asked the two ministers to recon-
sider their decision.

Seeking Koirala’s resignation
over a controversial aircraft deal,
Opposition parties have not
allowed Parliament to run for a
day since its winter session began
on February 8.

Mr Koirala should step down
immediately as his Government is
both corrupt and inefficient,” said
Madhav Nepal leader of the Oppo-
sition.

Interestingly, NC dissidents had
also focused on alleged irregulari-
ties in the hiring of a jet by the
Royal Nepal Airlines Corporation
from Lauda, an Austrian firm,"
when they began a campaign for
Koirala’s removal on grounds of
corruption, nepotism and non-
performance two months ag()/
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Crisis deeperf/sg !

Kmrala

Kathmandu, Feb. 8: The crms
Nepali Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala’s government has
been facing deepened just ahead
of the winter session of Partiament
as two ministers of his reshuffled
Cabinet refused 10 take oath.

The ministers — Khum Bahadur
Khadka. given the portfolio of
physical planning and works, and
Ram Saran Mahat of finance —
said they would not accept the
posts as they were not consulted
befbre their names were added to
the list.

A chill ran through Koirala camp
when Mr Khadka said: “as the
I reshuffle came without consulta-

tion, we have decided to boycott
the swearing in ceremony and
refuse to take the posts.”

The refusal puts an end to Mr
Koirala’s attempt to bring peace to
the Nepali Congress party ahead of

net

nter session of Parliament

cavmfl his fate hanging in balance

S party unity was crucial to face
the Opposition demanding the
Prime Minister’s resignation.

Mr Khadka in a signed statement
said. “The move (Cabinet reshuf-

tle) made by Mr Koirala without |

proper consultation witg sepjor
leader Krishna Prasad Bhattakui
(the only surviving founding me
ber of the NC), would not help in
l\ecpma unity in the party .’

The rival camp, under fotmer
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba. ~ has  challenged Mr
Koirala's leadcrship for making
the Cabinet one-sided. Mr Koirala
10 months ago had said he was
there to fight corruption, maintain
law and order, work for poverty
alleviation and sireamline bureau-
cracy, but is alleged to be involved
in financial scandal. (IANS)
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/KOIRALA ON TOP

W . . .
»Need to review accords with India”¥ Yy’

HE dissidents’ cry for a change in leadership has silenged
those who had been demanding a change — they have to
reconcile to the fact that GP Koirala is firmly in the saddle.
Not only did the Prime Minister survive a no-confidence
moticn six weeks ago, he was re-elected party president for
another four years. That he will have a comfortable victory
over rivals Sher Bahadur Deuba and Hari Ram Joshi was
never in doubt. Deuba, who claims to have the “vision and
age” to solve the country’s problems, may have to wait. His
political abilities were tested earlier when he headed a
coalition for 19 months. Koirala has already hinted at hand-
ing over charge to a younger man since the country is heading
towards “collective responsibility”. The first thing he did after
his re-election was nominate his arch rival KP Bhattarai to
the powerful working committee. Deuba may also be included
to appease the dissidents. Koirala had not been vindictive. In
his previeus ministry he gave berths tc some of his critics who
werg members of the “gang of 36” which brought his
government down in 1994. Differences have divided the party
for several years, the saving grace is that it is still intact.
Koirala’s pro-India tilt has alienated a large number of
Nepalese, particularly leftist elements. The strong under-
current of anti-Indian feelings surfaced last December over
alleged remarks by Mumbai film star Hrithik Roshan. It has
left a bad aftertaste. It would be in India’s interest to take the
initiative to review a few controversial agreements, par-
© ticularly provisions of the Treaty of Peace and Friendship
1950, which have become meaningless. Any useful reapprai-
sal of Indo-Nepalese relations will have to start with this.
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’1(egali Congress
sticks to Socialism
despite threats

from Communists

Keshav Pradhan H/f/
Pokhara (Nepal) January 20

 THE NEPALI Congress (NC) has
reverted to its old slogans of social-
ism even as its government strug-
gles to curb Maoist insurgency that
has beenr spreiiiﬁng fast in the king-

dom. P
In yet a o‘her ncident,

. Communist guerrillas belgnging to
; the underground Commuhist Party
of Nepal (Maoist) abducted a chief
district officer and a customs offi-
cer in Sindhu-palchok district bor-
dering Tibet, yesterday, within
hours after the NC’s four-day 10th
national conference kicked off in a
tourist resort, near Kathmandu.

Representatives from Socialist
Interanationale, of which NC is a
member, the Chandra Sehkhar-led
Samajwagli . Janata Party, the
Chinese: Communist Party, the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party and the
Bangladesh Awami League were
present at the opening ceremony.

Prominent NC leaders, including
Deputy Ptime Minister R.C.
Poudyal and former Prime
Ministen S.B: Deuba, in their inau-
gural,;speeches, claimed that the
Moaists have targetted mostly NC
workers for physical elimination.

In his report submitted to the
party today, NC general secretary
Sushil Koirala said all frontal
wings would come forward to
instill confidence among the peo-
ple terrorised by Maoist “terrorists
who have become a threat to both
democracy and the nation.”

Quoting B.P. Koirala, founder of
the NC, Sushil Koirala said,
“Socialism is the future of third
world countries. If we fail to adopt
it, we will have to suffer at the
hands of military dictators or
Communist autocrats or religious

fundamentalists.” ')«'f J\

The NC, which was 4 ded in
Calcutta in 1946 as a social democ-
- ratic organisation, is likely to pro-
pose implementation of socialist
ideals in the kingdom where half of
the 22 million people are below the
poverty line and where economic
liberalisation began simmitaneous-
ly with India in the early Nineties.

Its policy and programme pro-
posal calls for balancing of the
principles of socialism with those
of economic liberalisation, privati-
sation and globalisation.
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Koirala troﬁble
not yet over: '

K\ L

FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK

Kathmandu, Jan. 5: A day after
failing to win a no-trust motion
against Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala, rebels in the rul-
ing Nepali Congress today
claimed that the issue is still alive.

Addressing a news conference
this afternoon, former premier
and vebel leader Sher Bahadur
Deuba said the no-trust motion
© moved by the dissenting group,
which wasg not “tabled” at the
Nepaii Congress Parliamentary
© Partv's meet vesterday, was
“alive”. The group of 41 rebel
members of the Nepali Congress
in the House of Representatives —
the [Lower House of Nepal's parlia-
ment - would be moved again.

“We do not intend fo split the
Nepali Congress. In fact we want
to unify the party being split
by the Nepali Congress parlia-
mentary party leader and the
Prime Minister. The Koirala
camp had by threat mamued to se-
cure the support of 15 rebel MPs
who had originally signed in the
motior demanding that Koirala
step down from the leadership,”
Deuba said.

Asked about the rebel canmp's
next course of action, the former
prime minister said: “We intend
<> move the no-trust motion again.

The Econciiiic imnes

&\( \ ‘(\(L \" C“ \
ut our main focus will be on the
party’s national convention at
Pdkhara later this month.”
Dismissing the allegation that
the rebel camp was trying to split
the Nepali Congress, Deuba said:
“I can't even think splitting the
Nepali Congress to which I have
been a major contributor. We
intend to provide good leadership
to the partv. We are the real
Nepali Congress. 1t was Koirala
who ousted former Prime Minis-
ter Krishna Prashad Bhattarai
and has failed to fulfil the promise
of solving the Maoists insurgency
and corruption. Koirala has let

down not only the party but the

entire country.”

Asked about any “compromise
formula” to end the feud within
the Nepali Congress, Deuba said:
“There could be many compro-
mise formulas. We have to adopt
one that arrests the party from
splitting. But that would mean
that the Koirala camp will have to
face another free and fair no-trust
motion.”

Blaming the government for
fuelling communal passion in
Kathmandu following the alleged
anti-Nepal remarks of Hrithik
Roshan, the rebel leader said: “It
was the foolhardiness of the gov-
ernment to have banned screen-
ing of films starring Hrithik.”
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/Fllmalay s on fire

ndia had just about succeeded in convincing a x{ated Nepal
that cine idol Hrithik Roshan had not made any marks about
not liking Nepal or the Nepalese when Bharatly Janata Party
leader K.R. Malkani decided to strike while the iron was hot. He
went several steps further by suggesting that the late Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru should have accepted the accession of
}(epal which he claimed had been offered by King Tribhuvan.
/And what is more, Mr Malkani has not backed off from what he
" said, but stood by the rather aggressive assertion. Nepal has
lodged a strong protest with India sending the Foreign Office into
turmoil as the officials try to control the damage through soft
words and polite language. The BJP has also had no hesitation in
disassociating itself from Mr Malkani’s controversial remarks
terming these as unfortunate and insisting that this was a personal
opinion and did not reflect the opinion of the party. In fact the BIP
issued an official release stating that it was committed to strength-
ening ties with Nepal, and that it fully respected the neighbouring
country’s sovereignty and cultural identity. This is not likely to
dilute the protest which has taken a violent turn. In fact the
Nepalese communist parties have called for a nationwide strike
and are demanding the resignation of the deputy Prime Minister
Ram Chandra Poudel. Mr Malkani, apart from insisting that
Nehru made a major mistake in not allowing Nepal to accede, has
also gone on to speak of a strong Pakistani presence there saying
that Pakistan has several agents in Nepal and is spending a lot of
money. Ironically, relations between India and Nepal have taken
a turn for the worse under a BJP-led coalition in Dethi. The BJP
had always, before it came to power at the Centre, embraced
Nepal as a Hindu state and sought to make common cause with
the tiny country where obviously anti-Indian sentiments still run
very high. The Nepalese government was not particularly happy
with the allegations hurled across the border by Delhi following
the hijacking of the Indian Airlines Kathmandu-Dethi flight to
Kandahar. India had at the time adopted a rather belligerent atti-
tude which had caused considerable resentment in Nepal. Matters
had subsided with high level visits seeking to tone down the sen-
timents and bring relations back on an even keel. That this was
only on the surface was indicated by the sudden and almost spon-
taneous protest against alleged remarks by an Indian actor, which
has now been given genuine ammunition by the BIP stalwart. Mr
Malkani alone can explam the timing of his remarks. And whether
he has entered the controversy thouuhtlessly or deliberately. If it
is the last then the BJP should be worried because Mr Malkani is
pot a leader who can be ignored, having held important positions
in the party. And he has demded not to be governed by the party
whip, but to state purist positions accordmo to his own individual
perceptions. This, regardless of the fallout on the government and
the party. Obwously he is of the old schoo! which is not particu-
larly happy about the tight-rope walking by the government and
the BJP throughout its term in office. Neediess to say, Mr Malka-
ni’s statement cannot be dismissed as easily as Hrithik's alleged
remarks, and his views on Nepal will continue to stoke the fires
for some time to come. Particularly as the Opposition in Nepal is
looking for issues and will not allow its’own government to rest
until it h as extracted a meaningful apology hom Delhi.
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FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK -

Kathmandu, Dec. 31: Dying
embers of the Hrithik Roshan
controversy in Nepal were sto-
ked by a fresh burst of violen-
ce in which two people of Indi-
an origin died and by an unti-
mely remark by a BJP leader.

Unknown assailants fired on
arally organised by the Sadbhav-
na Party, dominated by people of
Indian origin, to protest against
the controversy over an alleged
comment by Hrithik. In the fir-
ing in Rajbiraj bordering Bihar,
two people — identified as Ma-
hendra Chowdhury and Kushilal
Yadav —died.

In the capital, bombs were hur-
led at the houses of three Nepali
Congress leaders — D. Badu, edu-
cation minister, Sushil Koirala,
general secretary, and Govinda
Joshi, a former minister.

The incidents occurred as
Nepal was preparing to spend the
first day of the new year in the
life-halting embrace of a strike
called by the Left parties, demand-
ing dismissal of the Girija Prasad
Koirala government.

Koirala’s task of controlling
the unrest at home and mending
fences with India was made even
more difficult by a comment by
senior BJP leader K.R. Malkani.

Hetolda websne yesterday that it
was a mistake by Delhi not to have
accepted Nepal’s offer of acces-
sion to the Union when it was
made to Jawaharlal Nehru by
King Tribhuban, adds our Delhi
bureau.,

Late tonight, Malkani withdr-
ew his remarks if “they have hurt
my good friends in Nepal” and
said he was “extremely sorry”.

Before the apology came,
Nepal’s deputy prime minister
Ram Chandra Poudyal said: “We
will lodge a strong diplomatic
protest with the Indian govern-
ment. It is unfortunate that such
remarks are being made by senior
Indian leaders, that too in the
wake of the Hrithik episode.”

Aware that such a comment
will give a handle to anti-India ele-
ments in Nepal to whip up public
sentiment, New Delhi scrambled
to distance itself from the state-
ment. “The remarks do not reflect
the views of the government of
India,” foreign ministry spokes-
man R.S. Jassal said. “It is import-
ant that at this juncture, we avoid
any misunderstanding and mis-
perception and work to strength-
en the traditiorial ties of goodweill -
and friendskip between the peopl-
es of the two éountries,” he added.

The ruling BJP also distanced
itself ﬁaom the views of “its nation-

M Y‘\ A
al executive committee member.

Malkani had said: “I think, we
made a serious, very foolish mis-
take when Tribhuban offered to
accede to India and Nehru said:
‘No, No, duniya kya kahegi (What
will the world say )?"”

This is not the first time
Malkani has embarrassed the
government. His strong criticism
of the ruling BJP in Parliament
had earned him the title “Com-
rade Malkani” from the Left.

Despite India’s damage con-
trol effort, there is apprehension
in Delhi that Malkani’s remark
may give a fresh lease of life to
Left-wing demonstrators who will
bring Nepal to a standstill from
tomorrow.

A nine-party Ldt combine has
given the strike call, but at least
one of them — a major constitu-
ent — was not willing to go along.

Poudyal appealed for revoca-
tion of the strike call, but ruled
out acceptance of the Left dema-
nd for Koirala's resignation. “The
timing of the bandh will not
only harm Nepal’s economy, but
will have an adverge impact on
the country’s image in the inter-
“pational arena; Tourism will be
one of the mdjor losers in the
bandh,” he said. Hotels are alre-
ady facing a deluge of lastaninute
cancellations. (See Page 6)
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