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WAR ON TERRORISM / GERMANY MAKES "HISTORIC OFFER’ g\ ;s *)

Schroeder commits troops to \c\:oaliggn

BERLIN, Nov. 6. The German Chan-
cellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder, on
Tuesday offered up to 3,900 Ger-
man troops for the U.S. war on
terrorism, backing up Germany’s
pledge of solidarity with the Unit-
ed States.

The historic offer to ready Ger-
man troops could lead to the na-
tion’s widest ranging military
engagement since World War IL
But reflecting Germany’s reluc-
tance to become embroiled in
combat, Mr. Schroeder said there
were no immediate plans to de-
ploy ground troops. “This is an
important, fundamental and — if
you like — historic decision,” he
said. '

- Germany'’s participation would
include help combating nuclear,
biological and chemical weapons;
about 100 special forces; medical
evacuation services; air transport
and naval forces to protect ship-
ping lanes, Mr. Schroeder told a
news conference. He has been ea-
ger to put Germany in the fore-
front of the coalition’s military
response to terrorism, and said he
expected to win Parliament’s ap-
proval next week. He said the
Government’s positive response
to the specific U.S. requests was
issued in “a solidarity that I have
expressed again and again” since
the Sept. 11 attacks on New York

FIRED UP?: The undated handout shows a German

“Fuchs’ armoured vehicle in Lueneburg, northem
Germany. A contingent of the vehicleswas among the
requested support by the U.S. — AP

and Washington.

Britain has been Washington’s
staunchest European NATO ally
in the anti-terror campaign, flying
refuelling and reconnaissance
missions in support of U.S. air
strikes in Afghanistan. It had also

fired Tomahawk cruise missiles
from a submarine in the Arabian
Sea.

Canada, another major contrib-
utor, has provided ships, aircraft,
special forces and 2,000 other
personnel. Italy has offered to

supply an armored regiment, at-
ack helicopters, fighter jets and
bpecialists in nuclear, chemical
hnd germ warfare for the coali-
ion. Other contributors include
Australia with SAS special forces,
war ships and aircraft; New Zeal-
and with a commitment of special
forces and humanitarian aid and
Turkey, which pledged an anti-
guerilla mountain warfare unit.
“We mustn't forget that the mil-
itary measures are only a part of
the measures against internation-
al terrorism,” Mr. Schroeder said.

While insisting that Germany
also must contribute militarily,
Mr. Schroeder emphasised the
importance of political and diplo-
matic efforts to hold the interna-
tional coalition against terrorism
together, the humanitarian mis-
sion to help Afghans, economic
sanctions aimed at undermining
terror networks and cooperation
of secret services.

The Government’s proposal to
Parliament would initially limit
authority to deploy German
troops to one year, Mr. Schroeder
said, emphasising, however, that
the year did not reflect any esti-
mate that the campaign would be
over by then. “I cannot say how

tional terroris]
said.—
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Is are using student duelling clubs

O-

I \I to penetrate German universities and

create a far right-wing elite. “The National

Party of Germany in particular is trying to-embed
its ideas in intellectual circles,” said Gerhard
Forster, of the Bavarian Agency for the Protection
of the Constitution, the equivalent of Special
Branch. Warnings are being issued by police in
university = centres  across
Germany. Student duelling clubs
began in Jena, Prussia in 1815
as a way of strengthening
German national consciousness
after the Napoleonic wars. Each
club has a flag and members
wear pillbox hats and sashes.

The clubs played an important
role in the 1848 national revolu-
tion and consider themselves to
be among the most independent
of German institutions. A promi-
nent student dueller was Otto
von Bismarck, Chancellor of the
first united Germany. The stu-
dents often have to pass humi-
liating initiation rites. Typically
songs have to be memorised and
if a mistake is made the student
has to drink a large jug of beer
within a few seconds. Further
penalties are imposed if the
novitiate fails to down the beer.
Some clubs maintain the
duelling tradition. Special masks are worn so that
that the subsequent scar is positioned precisely
along the cheekbone.

The spotlight was turned on the secret political
outlook of these clubs after some members in
Munich attacked a 31-year-old Greek man. The
great-grandniece of Franz von Papen, who was
jailed briefly and fined after World War II for his
Nazi activities, started to insult and then attack
the Greek. When the man defended himself, she
called on her student club friends for help. They
promptly beat the.man into a coma. One of the
assailants hid from the police in the Danubia
Student Club before fleeing to Holland. Another
student, so far identified only as Reiner M, is on
trial for the attempted murder of the Greek. In the
courtroom he has denied Nazi affiliations,

All the clubs are part
of the Deutsche
Burschenschaft, an
‘umbrella outfit
set up in 1818 and
revived after World
War II. It includes
18,000
students at 40
German universities
and remains a
powerful conservative
force. ROGER BOYES
reports

-~ German duelling clubs
‘ Neo-Nazi nests

admitting only to being a nationalist and a “good
German”. He said he had been in a drunken haze
and did not recall bawling out the anti-Semitic
song Six million chickens — a reference to the six
million Jews murdered in the Holocaust. The song
was a standard part of the evening repertoire in
his student club. German investigators found that
not only Danubia but also dozens of clubs around
Germany had become a refuge for
the far Right. “We make use of
our freedom to invite interesting
people to our house,” says a
spokesman for Danubia. These
have included the neo-Nazi
activist Horst Mahler, a former
member of the Left-wing Red
Army Faction terrorist group who
is now the lawyer acting for the
National Party of Germany in its
challenge against the German
government which is seeking a
ban on the party.

Leaders of the far-right party are
frequent guests in student clubs
In university towns of Bielefeld,
Giessen, Frankfurt and Jena. |
Bavarian police admitted on
Wednesday that they had put at
least two clubs in their region
under observation: the Teutonia
in Regensburg and the Frankonia
in Erlangen. All the clubs are
part of the Deutsche Burschen-
schaft, an umbrella organisation established in
1818 and revived after World War II. It includes
18,000 students at 40 German universities and |
remains a powerful conservative force. It links
politically active students with many thousands of
older graduates who are established in the
professions.

These old boys (alter herren) ease the younger
men into respectable society, including con- |
servative parties, especially the Christian Social |
Union in Bavaria. On Wednesday, Bavarian
Interior Minister Guenther Beckstein demanded a |
“crystal-clear divorce” of the clubs from their
extremist members. Yet right-wing politics — and
anti-Semitism — has been at the heart of these
clubs since 1818,

—The Tlimes, London. /

THE ST AT LoMAr



Left leaders distrust
Schroeder EU dre
- towdy

By JoHN SCHMID @ (7
International Herald Tribu¥ie G\}S\l “

Berlin, May 8: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germahy pressed
ahead on Monday with his plan for a centralised European Wnion gov-
emment, telImg fellow leftist leaders from across the EU that a “clear
orientation” is necessary for a prosperous future. .
But most of his guests distrust his radical vision. “We need to strength
en our European institutions and decisively to further develop the Euro-
-pean. integration process,” Mr Schroeder said in the opening speech at
the convention in the German.capital. Hours ca;lie'r; Mr Schroeder head-
ed a meeting of his own Social Democratic Party’s national committee,
which unanimously approved a paper that advocates the goal of a strong
- EU executive branch with a two-chamber Parlianent and expanded pow-
| ers. Only a week old, the German proposals have spawned debate over
Europe’s future and irked many of Germany’s EU partners, who want to
preserve their national authority. The two-day gathering was meant as a
show of ideological unity among the centre-left parties of Europe, which
*group under the banrier of the Party of European%oc:ahsts Tenof 15 EU
heads of state belong to centre-left parties. “I am not in favour of federal
structufes in Europe,” said Prime Minister Goran Persson, who leads
Sweden’s Social Democrats. Mr Persson, whose country holds the EU 3
rotating presxdency, attended the Berlin congress.

INDIAN EXPRES#S
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IN\Q HISTORIC act of reconciliation, even of
atonement, the German Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard
Schroeder, has paid homage to the victims of
Hitler's war in the imperial Russian capital. Near-
ly one and a half million residents of St. Peters-
burg, then known by the revolutionary name of
Leningrad, died during a prolonged siege laid by
the Germans at the height of World War II. Mr.
Schroeder, accompanied by the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, placed a joint wreath at
an eternal flame at a cemetery where six decades
ago the dead in their thousands were brought in
by whatever mode of carriage was available, in-
cluding children’s sledges too small to fit the
adult frame. Mr. Schroeder’s homage was the
first time after the end of the Cold War and the
collapse of the Soviet Union that Germany was
formally making a potent gesture of reconcilia-
tion toward an old foe. If the reconciliation
means inflow of German capital and knowhow,
this will be most welcome to the capital built by
Peter the Great, which has been going through a
period of rapid decline. Raised in the first dec-
ades of the 18th century as a bastion against the
Swedes, Finns and Germans who had for centu-
ries fought to breach the gateway to the rich Rus-
sian hinterland, the city has been struggling to lift
itself out of the neglect of the past decade, with
only meagre funds for reconstruction, renovation
and renewal. The hopes raised by the fall of the
communist empire have yet to see fulfilment.

The last century brought perhaps the worst
experiences for the people of Petersburg. The
German encirclement and Hitler’'s war topped
years of suffering and trauma as Stalin tightened
his grip on the country through a reign of terror
inaugurated on the pretext of the unresolved
murder of a close comrade under mysterious cir-
cumstances in the former imperial city. The siege
lasting two and a half years without any letup —
for an unbelievable 900 days beginning in 1941 —

. S
X\/A GESTURE OF RECONCILIATION

and the epic resistance that the people of t Aity
put up are now part of Petersburg’s brief higtory.
Let no one forget, let nothing be forgotten, wrote
poetess Olga Berggolts who survived the siege
but saw her family perish. The tears of the people
of Leningrad are frozen, she said after being
moved to tears for the first time when her hus-
band died. Thousands perished of hunger and
deprivation and many thousands more died dur-
ing the relentless bombardment but the Germans
were kept at bay on the outskirts through acts of
bravery under the most hostile of circumstances,
natural and man-made. Mr. Schroeder’s homage
must come as a rare tribute from a former foe to
the bravery and unbroken resistance put up by
the citizens of this most European of cities.

The German leader’s gesture has more than
symbolic significance and comes amid reports
(or claims by British spokesmen?) that the Krem-
lin appears to have abandoned its attempts to
forge a front with immediate neighbour and
longstanding rival Germany. There have even
been reports that with the Franco-German axis
revealing signs of strain and wear and tear, Mos-
cow may be gravitating to London as it seeks new
friends to fight off the offensive from the Repub-
lican administration in Washington. These sound
like wishful thinking by the British considering
that Mr. Schroeder took a powerful delegation of
businessmen and industrialists with him to Rus-
sia, indicating that he has no plans to miss the
opportunity of tapping the rich market east of his
country’s borders. This is not to suggest that the
decades of mutual suspicion and hostility be-
tween Russia and Germany may be about to dis-
appear. But Mr. Schroeder’s pilgrimage to the
cemetery in Petersburg at least signals a deep
German desire to say sorry for the terrible deeds
of the Nazis to the one people who had suffered
the most in two war thrust on them by their
neighbour.
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chroeder sidesteps
debate on f eedom of
the

REUTERS 0& :
MOSCOW, APRIL 10

German Chan-
cellor’ Gerhard
Schroeder on Tues-
day appeared on a
radio station criti-
cal of the govern-
ment, but side-
stepped ‘a - bitter
TOW Over owner-
ship of Russia’s
only independent
National television i
station NT'V.» Gerhard Schroeder (L) looks at President Putin

On arrival in St (C),whohugs aWorld War Il veteran at a
Petersburgon Mon-  ceremony in honor of World War Il victims - P77
day for a two-day
annual summit with President Vladimir Putin, Schroeder sald he would
raise German concerns over media freedom with his Russianhost. -

' But the German leader dodged critical questions on radio Echo
Moskvy about last week’s contested takeover of NTV, The radio and TV
network are part of the troubled media empire of Viadimir Gusinsky, a
fierce Putin opponent.

State-dominated gas giant Gazprom ousted Gusinsky in a boardroor
coup last week. NTV staff say it was illegal. Putin on Monday advised:,

them to take their complaints to the courts.Asked if he realised he was
' speaking on anti-government radio, Schroeder responded: "I don’t think
thatis the case. I promised in Germany to give a radio interview, and 'm
used to keeping my promises.” German government officials had previ-
ously flagged the appearance on Echo Moskvy as an expression of sup-
port for independent media.

Putin critics say the NTV takeover aims to sﬂence avocal Kremlm
critic.

"My understanding of a free press is that you have to separate property
onone side and an understanding ofjournalism on the other," Schroeder
told listeners to E¢ho Moskvy, which broadcasts to the Russian capital
and 66 other cities.
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BY ANDREI SHUKSHIN

Moscow, Aprll 6: German Chancellor GetHar
.Schroeder, stepping into a vacuum created by a

administration of President George W. Bush.
‘Mr Putin, a fluent German speaker from his

time as a KGB-spy in former East Germrany,

stressed Moscow’s desire 10 boost ties with

..mew cooler US approach to Russia, will try to'  Europe in a state of the nation address to Parlia-

" advance key business projects in talks next
week with President Viadimir Putin. -

But the summit in Russia’s second city and
Mr Putin’s home town of St. Petersburg on
Monday and Tuesday could well be overshad-
owed by Western concemns over media free-
doms in Russia. :

Germany has moved qumkly to fostcr closer ...
ties with Mescow against the background of
strains between Moscow -and the new US

ment this week. He made no mention of Wash-
ington. Ties have suffered after weeks of scan-
dals over expulsions of alleged spies and accu-
sations by senior US officials that Russia con-
tributed to proliferation of nuclear techno]ogy
and could pose a threat.

Mr Schroeder is expected to share with Mr
Putin his impressions from a meeting with Mr
Bush in Washington late last month. The St.
Petersburg talks will set in motion the first of

THE ASIAN AGE
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viding funds to help restore some of §
~burg’s imperial spléendour for the ¢

chroeder to talk busifiess with Putin

: several debt-for-equuy projects in which Russia

is to offer stakes in attractive enterprises in

-exchange for Berlin writing off some of

Moscow’s $16 billion debt.

The visit will also be heavy on symbolism.
Emphasising a willingness to lay to rest the
ghosts ‘of the past, Mr Schroeder will lay a
wreath in a cemetery for the hundreds of theu-
sands of Russians killed in the Nazis’ 900-day
World War II siege of Leningrad, as St. Peters-
burg was then known. Germany is conshiermg,
atong with other European Union states, pro-

anhiversary in 2003. (Reuters)
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By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, MARCH 17. Dark clouds
are again gathering over Germany
— Europe’s biggest and the
world’s third largest economy,
with poor growth prospects and
rising unemployment. Estimates
indicate that the unemployment
remains above 10 per cent and
despite rhetoric, the economy
this year may be lucky to manage
an above two per cent growth.

The reality is that Europe’s eco-
nomic ‘locomotive’ power is
slowing and with spill over effect
on major European Union econo-
mies. Unemployment figures for
February have revived anxieties
that it cannot sustain a recovery
in the near future. Such gloomy
outlook contrasts sharply with the
much published recent optimism
of the Chancellor, Mr. Gerhard
Schroeder’'s Government.

In its latest report, the Organi-
sation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development (OECD)
has criticised Germany for failing
to liberalise its stiff and tradition-
a] labour market and ‘squander-
ing’ huge sums in aid to the
economi ally depressed eastern

/Ggl;gtany facing problems on
w0 AV labour front

region, which till 1989 was com-
munist ruled.

East Germany is still struggling
to catch up with West Germany,
with high unemployment — 17.3
per cent — and poor productivity
rates. Mr. Schroeder's coalition
Government argues that it has
sustained the reform momentum
with proposed changes in taxa-
tion, social security and labour
laws.

Recently, trade unions put
pressure on the industry to cut
overtime hours and create thou-
sands of new jobs. They also
threatened tough wage talks
which could hamper efforts 1o
shield the E.U. from a U.S. eco-
nomic downturn. Wage agree-
ments set the pace for other
euro-zone economies. Germany’s
exposure to the U.S. market is 25
per cent more than for other eu-
ro-zone area generally.

In November 1999, a report
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) criticised the German
government for its inflexible la-
bour policies, which according to
it, have worsened unemploy-
ment, The unemployment was
then hgering at nine to 10 per

\8\D

cent mark, capising much socio-
political anguith and embarrass-
ment for the Schroeder govern-
ment, whose popularity was then
atits lowest ebb. The IMF pointed
out that the German government
must make it easier for compa-
nies to hire and fire workers. The
German employers are refluctant
to take on more staff under the
protective policies.

What happens to the German
economy has significant spiliover
effect on its major trading part-
ners in Europe and the world at
large. Mr. Schroeder has consis-
tently argued for ‘daring and
imaginative’ economic and la-
bour reforms. But many observers
wonder if the authoritics are Jol-
lowing the correct strategy td®at-
tract investments, create more
jobs and ease the high unemploy-
ment through more flexible la-
bour policies and German labour
market remains notpriously rigid
and inflexible.

In recent manghs. the labour
costs have soareth at an alarming
rate. For examplw~not long ago
the ngn-wage costs of labour
were £¢ per cent of the basic pg/.



KL ARRYG
PHOM £°¢ 9L3 PUR "] Y1 JO [OAD] 7 S}
Mmopaq yuer — puesy jo uondodxa oy
Yitm — odoan] waIsap Ut SaLunnd oyl
jI® Arpol pue paulpap sey aes Loy
_sueodolIni] 1S9 ILLL "9 ISA0 DIE SUIZIID
uotf{itu 02€ S, N9 3Y) JO Q-ouo ynoqe
ey speasal Apnys ogdeidowop oo
Uy SaprIap oMl ueyl aiouw toj sdoiny
Jo sued 1dipeom poIdLIE Sey MBS 1Y
Fuyey ap osaym odoany] , BuiAead,, oy ut
uondsoxa ue 10U ST 12AIMOL *AURTLLIDT

“dIpjjom [eI00s uo 1apuadap apdoad
pjo aow pm uonendod BuBe ysey
B SBy 0osje ANUNOD JY | "uiens Susealoul
IBpUN SE WDISAS JYIUAG [RID0S sNoLsdd
g, Auewrany Juawdojdwoaun Jusu pue
YaimoI3d aouodd passasdop yum quog
21LOU008 o) uQ “lood ay) pue (oI AP
puUB 1SET] PUE ISIAL BY) t8aMmIaq , Papia
-Ip A[QNOP AIBI00S,, B SB PIJLIdSAP S104)

Ayjiqejoadsas suteS epuase sSuaaly ueundy "

-ne gy eym poyydnysdiy 1iodar syl \.E.ato ut 3oedut eonijod 1uedjiudrs

‘A11anod ug oAl uaipuyo
LRULIDNY 1SR DAL] UT OLIO URY) SI0W ‘UOH
Augop sty u) Suiuiesy pue juswAopd
-wa ‘Buishoy osfe 1ng awodul snf ou
guissedwooua se Axoaod auyap Layg Au
Lo jo sued yloq ur 1ood sy pue you
ay} Uaamiaq UOISIAIP SUlMoId ays pafesa
-a1 j0u 3aey uodoas 2 Jo SIOYINR ay |,

‘100d se pauiial
DQ uB) ST DY) UE SUBULIDY USH[IW 97
PUER JSIAL O) UL UOTIW G9p 1B S[BaAII
(OIM  ‘UOBEBIOPad uoluf} apel] uew
-1ovy a3 Aq paysygnd yiodai e 01 Supioo
-ou  Aueaod up aal,, suewWIan UONjiw
uoAas uely dxows ‘ojdurexa 10 'sanssy A3
-129UD pUT IB3{ONU ‘[EIUdWUOIIAUS [B100S
I0A0 OPIAIP JO WISBYD 3PIM B [[1IS St 3191}
‘SOOUIIBHP HAY) INO U0 0] SLIOYS 3Jqe
-pUSLLILIOD 2pRW aAey siduiled  uoa1n
-pay,, s.AuBliien YSnoylly souunod

© 9Yetu 0) 194 sey Juawaaouwt uaaid oyg,
‘Aueindod Suued
OSfe SI Jeaul OIS0 pue ooleduey ‘Uosig
‘yeawu Isioy 2iow Junes 01 uael asey
Youaij 2yl Jeyl si Yesiqyno 4syg ayl jo
aprs jueseardun aiow 3y} ing | jeydoxd
B 2¢ 01 1y3noy) SI 8y Mou g wiIey U
-2310 S1Y 10§ pAYOOW Sem SafIByD) 20ulld
aouQ),, 31 ind 10A195q0 USRI} U0 SY

‘suerIeja8aa Jo 19q
-WINU Y} Ui 3se210U YIm syonpoid pooj
oruedio 01 Suwuny aie ysnug oyl uaag
a0 yad g/ 01 0 wolj saBuel sHY] ‘SAaA
-Ins 01 SUIPIOOdE pUB UMOP Aj[RRIURISONS
si vondumsuod joaq ‘Afeyy pue asurlj
‘AueuIog uj "13Jes UIBRYD pOOJ 1BaUI a}
ayew 01 paraiydne[s usaQ 2ARY S[ewiue
UOIJJIUI 9ATJ UIOS ‘UTRYLYg UT 8] OF "SINs
-eaw supueienb joms Yum uY urey
-u0d 01 PalI} 3ARY SSNLIOINE Y] 1343j

o mar 200

THE HINDU

JUIMS pUB 9SBISIP ylnoul pue 100J Iyl
10 Y{B3IQINO USRI Y} pur ISy 01 asuods
-o1 s,upadoinyg o3erase oyl SI SIYL

‘snudL
uepeloBaa 3uIsiadp Asng aie SJURINE)SII
ueadomyg  juounwoid  pue alqe

-UOlYSE) 9UI033q SBY WsjuelIe}adan ‘asea
-SIpP MOD PBUI 3} JO FEIIGINO 3Y] DU
‘syealy ueiieladaa suf jou dram SusaIn)
Yy IBYl poppe pue , uwiedinsurewl Iy
w003q sey Juiuurej [ed130j009 ‘Aepo], e
paysnej azom amIsed oy uj,, 31 ind oy
eipne[) s ‘Aued usain sy jo uosiad
-I{BYD-0D PIIJI[I-A|MIAU S} SY OSBISIp
MOD pRUI 10 4SH JO Nea1qINo Yy} JO em
oy ul Afjeradss ‘supundn 10j peadde
feroads e sey epuafe uaaid s 3seuny sy

‘sfewtue jo upeal | A10108],,
JO peajsul  [eimeu,, Io] pajfed pue spn
-poid paoj orueSio jo vopdumsuoa pue
uonowoid uo sseydwia prey sey 1seuny

SN "UonY31014 Jswnsuo)) pue Sujuned
S3[pUBY OYM ‘ISBUNY 318UIY SN ‘1aISTUIN
U331 IS0 9yl Jo aueunosad o) 4Aq
passaxdunr osje aie ojdoad ueurey ayL
‘suinigy uoiuf) ueadomy pue UBULIAN
1o aand1y paroadsal e mou si ‘I9YOsI]
BYYPso .ﬁE ‘FoISIUIN  udlarog 8yj,
JUSWIUIBAOL) 8] Ul
sxaystuly A)red omy ays Jo A3ijigipaid pue
Lremdod 3ummoird sy uo paseq Ared
311 U AJIUN JO ISUIS MAU € OS[B SeM IaY)
‘epusfe [PIUOWIUOIIAUY pUR IB3[ONU 0
paiefal sansst uo Juteaide woy uedy ‘gz
YOI 10} PIINpayos suondda eoulsold
juelrodust Jo peaye 1uoly pajun e dn ynd
9ARY ‘ISPA0IYDS pIeyIan I ‘I0[jadury))
ayy Aq papeay 1USWUIBA0D) UONI[ROI
. U9310-pay,, 21 Ul $1syeraos 3ufnl syl
Jo siauired are oym ‘sISI[RIUSUIUAIAUD 10
SUDAIF) URULISY) SU ], "LT HOHVIN ‘S13ssnya

ueyen ynyeq Ag




