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A favoure destinatiop for drug traffickers

By Sandeep Joshi ,‘/\‘)’

NEW DELHI, JULY 1. For international
drug traffickers, Dethi has be-
come the main centre of the new-
found “Sri Lankan route”. And if
Narcotics Control Bureau officials
are to be believed, the capital has
gained the status of “favoured
destination” both for making
deals and smuggling to global
markets.

Earlier Mumbai used to be the
hub for illegal transactions by car-
tels. But now, the political capital
has “outsmarted” the commer-
cial capital as far as illegal drug
trade is concerned. Even a United
Nations report published in 2000
says that ‘‘Delhi has emerged as a
major drug trafficking route.”

“The capital is being used as
the major transit city mainly for
re-export. And the new route that

has emerged is through Mumbiai,
Mangalore, Bangalore to Tamil
Nadu’s coastal areas from where
drugs are smuggled to Sri Lanka,”
said the NCB’s Deputy Director
General, Mr. A.P.Kala.

“In recent years, Colombo has
emerged as a big maritime centre
with massive shipping activities.
Thus it has become a major hub
from where illegal drugs are being
circulated in East Asia and other
parts,” Mr. Kala said.

On the LTTE connections, Mr.
Kala said there had been reports
of its cadres indulging in drug
trafficking, but it was yet to be es-
tablished as far as the “‘Sri-Lankan
route” connection was con-
cerned. But one thing was sure,
illegal drugs going to Sri Lanka
was not for consumption but for
further trading.

Another major development

had been Bangalore becoming a
“staging point”’ from where drug
raffickers “‘coordinates” between
elhi and southern destinations
with Tuticorin being another key
centre.

Over the years, there has been
reports of organised international
narco-terrorist gangs operating in
the capital. Seizures of illegal
drugs have also been reported.
“Though Delhi is not an opium-
producing state, there is a large-
scale movement of heroin in and
out of the city, both home-grown
and of foreign origin,” he said.

“India is located between two
major opium-producing areas —
the Golden Crescent and the
Golden Triangle. Due to its strate-
gic location, it has been used as a
conduit to transport drugs to Eu-
rope and North America. Traffick-
ing  occurs through the

Indo-Pakistan, Indo-Myanmar,
Indo-Nepal and Indo-Sri Lankan
sectors,” said a recent UN-spon-
sored study.

“Delhi is geographically suita-
bly located for organising this
trade. Heroin forms the major
portion of the illegal drug which is
smuggled from neighbouring Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Ut-
tar Pradesh,” he said. Heroin of
foreign origin (Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan) also passes for onward:

transmission. i
The study reveals that two \a

rieties of heroin reach Delhi —i
the white powder (high potency) .
from Afghanistan, Pakistan and |
Myanmar — and the brown varie-
ty which is produced in the States
adjoining Delhi where opium is
cultivated.



Police dragnet throws up

flourishing N-

%\\P

DRUG SMUGGLING FLOURISH-
ES on the National Highway 39
connecting Silchar in south
Assam and Imphal. This came to
the notice of the Manipur police
following the arrest of two drug
smugglers recently at Imphal.

Md Chibu Khan and Md Abdul
Moti—two drug smugglers
trapped in the dragnets along
with several strips of banned
items being used by the drug
addicts in Manipur as substitute
when there is dearth of heroin

" told police that they had started
the shady business long back.

The smugglers acquired Spas-
mo Proxivon tablets, strips of
Diazapam, bottles of Codi -
Cought, Tricodine at the cheaper
rates from their counterparts in
Silchar, commercial hub of south
Assam.

These drugs are not allowed to
be sold in Manipur without the
prescription of certified doctors
and are issued to patients having
sleeping disorder, police told the
Hindustan Times on Saturday.

The two inter-state smuggling
kingpins are the residents of
Golapati, Imphal. Smugglers

HT Correspondent
Imphal, May 26

from Manﬂ have

this shady business
counterparts from Silchar from
where these goods were bought
at the cheap price and sold at
Imphal at the much higher rate.

Around 72strips of Spasmo
Proxivon tablets better known as
‘SP’ in Manipur and strips of
Nitrosun tablets were recovered
from a grocery shop run by
Chibu Khan.

The Narcotics sleuths, after
interrogating the arrested youth,
later raided the residence of
Abdul Moti and seized 144 strips
of Spasmo Proxivon, ten strips of
Diazepam, tivo bottles each of
Codi-Cough and Tricodine, three
bottles of Codex and one syringe
and one fake motor cycle RC
book.

Moti confessed that he
acquired the Spasmo Proxivon
tablets from Silchar for Rs 330
per box. Then he sold it to
Chibu Khan for Rs 420 per box.
Chibu Khan again sold them to
other customers for Rs 450 per
box.

However, one strip of the
tablet that actually costs
around Rs 11 is being sold for Rs
50 per strip to the users.

Police further said busting of

drug route

this shady business is the tip of
the iceberg as there are several
smugglers persistently indulging
in this business.

Dr O Sanahanbi, medical offi-
cer of the District Drug
De-addiction Centre, Imphal
revealed that Spasmo Proxivon,
popularly known as SP in the
State, is used as a prescribed
substitute for heroin by heroin
addict, had itself become
addictive putting the lives of
these addicts in serious danger.
Substitution therapy basically
failed because Spasmao Prozivon
is also mnarcotics based.
She said, she stopped encourag-
ing the “substitution therapy”
and now recommends the
“antagonist therapy”.

Sanahanbi said an addict can
successfully substitute heroin
No 4 with SP because its intoxifi-
cation effects are basically the
same.

Since this substitute is
milder to get the right level of
the kick, addicts use large doses
of the drug than required for
treatment, heightening the dan-
ger also contained the active
ingredient present in heroin,
dextro propoxyphene,a deriva-

tive of morphine. /
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Indians in

MUMBAL: In a major global oper
ation against a multi-billion-dollar
Canadian drug cartel, raids were
conducted by the Canadian police
in seven countries simultaneously
on Wednesday evening. In
Mumbai, the Canadian police,
along with the city crime branch
and the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), arrested two persons who
were believed to be the prime con-
spirators in the cartel.

Those arrested are Mohammed
Jusab alias Shahnawaz, who is the
director of Memon Co-operative
Bank in Nagpada, and Cyrus
Cooper, an associate of the
London-based alleged narco-traf-
ficker Igbal Mirchi. Shahnawaz
and Cooper were residents of
Nagpada and Cusrow Baug,
ﬁglaba, respectively. The duo is

ely to be extradited to Canada

————
for trial in the next few days.
Addressing a press conference
on Thursday, Michel Roussy, chief
investigator from the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, said,
“The duo had a major role in large-
scale international hashish traffick-
ing and money laundering. The
hashish was smuggled from
Pakistan to Canada. Countries like
=2

Canadian police officer Michel
Roussy (right) addresses the press
in Mumbai on Thursday as joint
police commissioner Bhujangrao
Mohite looks on.

‘Canadian polic¢’arrest two
rug traflicking case

the UAE, France, Portugal and
South Africa were used as transit
points. While the narcotics did not
reach India, this country was used
as a meeting place to discuss the
operations and plan the logistics.”
Named ‘Operation Chevalin’,
the Canadian police, along with the
crime branch team and NCB offi-
cials, nabbed the two persons\g

B < Mumbai on Wednesday eveniny,
Mo At about the same time, othe

B

teams from the Canadian police
arrested 20 persons in simultane-
ous raids in the UK, Canada,
France, Portugal, the UAE and
South Africa.

The arrested persons will be
tried in Canada under the
Controlled Drugs and Substances
Act of Canada, which is analogous
to the Narcotics Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances Act in 4
India. India has an extraditith
treaty with Canada.
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s loses seat on UN na(cotl hoard

EVELYN LEOPOL WOI‘l'd body on time, voted and . Okun’sloss, US State Department ed that legal drugs like Via-
UNITED NATIONS, MAY 8 \-;5\ campaigned for their EU col- spokesman Richard Boucher, steroids and diet pillswere be- -
Q\" leagues, with France, Austriaand  said, "Well, there’ssomethinghap-  ing consumed in worrying excess in
Nagecond embarrassingblow  the Netherlandsedgingoutthe US  pening out there. I'm not sure.I  rich countries, such as the United
Ito Washington at the United  candidate, Herbert Okun. want to give too much meat tothe ~ States.
Nations, the United States - Peru, India, Brazil and Iran  various arguments that have been The most common speculation
was voted off the International alsowonseats. advanced forwhat it is." at the US loss among UN diplo-

* Narcotics Control Board, which
the State Department on Monday
«called regrettable.

The vote by secret ballot, not
announced at the time, occurred
last Thursday in the UN Economic
and Social Council. The body’s 54
members on the same day threw
the United States off the UN
Commission for Human Rights,
the top UN nghts group, based in
Geneva.

One western envo
that the US lost both back-to-back
votes for the same reason. Euro-
peans, who pay their bills to the

Okun had been a respected
member for 10years on the board,
which monitors compliance with

,UN treaties on substance abuse
and drug trafficking.

A former ambassador to the

now-defunct Fast Germany anda’

deputy ambassador at the United
Nations, Okun, 70, assisted former
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance in
trying to devise a UN peace for-
‘mula for Bosnia in the early 1990s.
He then moved to other diplo-
_matic ventures for the United Na-
tions related to the Balkans.
Expressing his regrets at

But he said "I think it’s fair to
speculate there may be issues re-

lated to howwe handled ourselves,

to howwe pushed very hard for hu-
manrights.”

The board monitors and en-
forces three treaties: One in 1961
on narcotics control, a second in
1971 on, psychotropic and syn-
thetic substances and a third one
adopted in 1988 on drug traffick-
ing and money laundering. It also
reports on the status of legal drugs.

For example, Okun, in present-

ing the board’s report at a New

York news conference in February

NOIAN EXPEES

L g MAY 20)

to Congress.

mats was lack of lobbying. Fre- :
quently delegates *do not check
with their home governments be-
fore casting avote.

Envoys said James Cunmng—
ham the US chiéf of mission,
could only do so much, in light of
vacancies throughout the Ameri-
can delegation after Clinton ap-
pointeeshad Left.

The Bush administration two

.months ago had announced the
. appoifitment of veteran diplomat

John Negroponte as UN ambas- -

sador but has yet to send his name

~— Reuters
- "




" Alghan dru glords

& launch chg i3

warlare’ ac os

By Rajesh Ramachandran
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: A disturbing trend
seems to be emerging on the
Indian narcotics scene. A vital
chemical needed to convert opium
into heroin is systematically being
smuggled out of the country and
sold to druglords in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Although investiga-
tions are still to be completed, it is
suspected that policemen, politi-

cians, truckers and enterprlses

might be
involved in the
racket. ’

In December
2000, a few dye-
making units in
Surat were raid-
ed by |\the
Central Bureau
of Narcotics
(CBN), which
apparently

order

atef, the NCB seized 7.05 tonnes
f Afrom the godown.

In another case, the Dubai
authorities on January 11, 1999,

seized nine tonnes of Indian AA

which was on its
Afghanistan.
According to NCB officials, the
smuggling is driven by pure greed.
AA,amundane ingredient used by
pharmaceutical, textile, dying and
chemical industries, fetches Rs 35
to Rs 40 a litre in the Indian mar-

Acid Trail

““Agetic Anhydride is a chemical
i1sad to convert opium into
in. Nine tonnes of AA sent
estern UP to Afghanistan

way to

istoredind ur Vihar

arehouse. ws% :
from Tughlakabad

1 Depot to Bandar Abbas

found 26 tonnes
of the multi-pur-
pose chemical,
acetic anhydride
(AA), unac-
counted for. The

As Iran-Afghanistan border is
closed, shipment is re-routed
to Dubai pending transport to
Turkmenistan. Final destination
being Herat, Afghanistan

scale  Graphic: Neetabh

missing amount

was enough to manufacture ten
tonnes of heroin.

Earlier. another agency, the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB),
had busted an illegal mandrax lab-
oratory in Mumbai. AA is required
in the manufacture of mandrax as
well. During the investigation, the
NCB stumbled upon one Hiren
Sanghvi, who provided informa-
tion about a godown on the out-
skirts of Ahmedabad. Two days

ket. In Pakistan, a litre sells for
about Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,000, while
the price is even higher in
Afghanistan. Every kilogram of
heroin requires 2.5 litres of AA
and 10 kg of opium.

Nine Indian companies annually
produce roughly 45,000 tonnes of
AA., a “controlled substance”.
Because of its use in the drug
trade, manufacturgs§ are required
to seal all the pdcks leaving their
factories.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELH], Jan. 16. — THg
Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has —

. perhaps inadvertently — many

records to his credit. The
shortest tenure in office for a
Prime Minister, and the

. longest tenure in office for a
! non-Congress Prime Minister.

And he almost presided over
the shortest Cabinet meeting in

| history today. But not quite.

That dubious record remains

_for Mrs Indira Gandhi, who
' chaired a meeting for all of two

minutes to get the Cabinet to
agree to the declaration of

' emergency on 25 June 1975.

. than

Mr Vajpayee’s Cabinet met for
20 minutes today, in what was
perhaps the shortest meeting
since that historic occasion more
25 yeard - ago, the

 parliamentary affairs minister,
" Mr Pramod Mahajan, smilingly

said in his post-meeting briefing.

' The agenda for today’s meeting
~was perhaps as nondescript as

the other was momentous.
A total of eight proposals were

i cleared, but some of them were

| ex

post-facto  agreements,
entailing a mere nod and no
discussion, which was why a

' lengthy sitting wasn't required.
' That was the official
' explanation.

A Cabinet meeting normally
lasts around an hour at least, and

¢ on the fast-track

ANTI-DRUG TREATY WITH CROATIA

NEW DELH], Jan. 16. — The Union Cabinet today approved

* the signing of the agreement on combating international illicit

trafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances with
the Republic of Croatia. Qf\/ \"

Priefing the media, the Parliamenitary dffairs 'r\ister, Mr
Pramod Mahajan, said that this will facilitat both the
countries in combating international terrorism and also illicit
trafficking in narcotic drugs.

The agreement, Mr Mahajan said, will also strengthen
cooperation in information exchange in foreqsic sciences,
border and passport control systems. M ﬁwn

The minister said that such agreements were also signed with
Russia, Bulgaria, Romania, Egypt, Oman, China and Italy.

The Cabinet also approved the establishment of an Institute
of Bio-resources and Sustainable Development at Imphal in
Manipur so as to exploit the genetic treasure house of plant,
animal and microbial resources in the North-east. Manipur has
been chosen for the setting up of the institute as the North-east
forms a distinctive part of the Indo-Burma hot spot and ranks
sixth among the 25 bio-diversity hot spots of the world, home to
13,500 plant species. The IBSD, an autonomous institute of the
department of biotechnology, will be set up at an estimated cost
of Rs 14.56 crore over a period of five years, Mr Mahajan said.

He also said the tenure of the national statistical commission,
whigh is looking into the deficiencies of the existing statistical
system, has been extg#fded by a period of six months till
18 July. — SNS

can, of course, goOn indefinitely,
when divergent views
and interests are wup for
discussion. That is when briefing
schedules go all awry and frantic
phone calls keep deadlines at
bay.

The Cabinet did, for the
record, meet today and clear
two agreements with Algeria;
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for avoidance of double
taxation and prevention of
fiscal evasion on taxes on
income and capital, and for
phytosanitary quarantine and
vegetation protection; and one
with Croatia on combating
international illicit
trafficking in narcotic drugs
andepsychotropic substances.

Pl



