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FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, April 29: The “cap-
ture” of Pyrdiwah in Meghalaya
by the Bangladesh Rifles was no
less an intelligence failure on the
part of the Research and Analysis
Wing and the Intelligence Bureau
than the blunder in Kargil.

For four days — April 15 to
18 — neither RAW nor IB sent a
report to the Centre. The only
message came from Meghalaya
chief minister E.K. Mawlong’s
office to the Union home minister
on April 17.

Even at the IB headquarters
here, senior officials might have
been at fault and there is now
the hint of a cover-up. The only
IB report on the incident reached
the home ministry and the Prime
Minister’s Office on April 18. By
then, Pyrdiwah had been “cap-

tured” and on that night
16 BSF jawans were brutally
tortured and killed.

The report merely says in two
paragraphs: “According to a re-
port, exchange of fire between the
Border Security Force (BSF) and
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) took
place (0430 hrs, April 18, 2001)
near Kakripara Border Out Post
(BOP) under PS. Mancachar, dis-
trict Dhubri, Assam. Two resi-
dents of village Kakripara sus-
tained bullet injuries...

“This is the second incident of
firing by BDR during the current
week. It may be mentioned that
earlier, on the intervening night
of April 15/18, 2001, BDR resorted
to firing on BSF’s BOP Pyrdi-

wah...” (DIB [8[0] No.
10/BD/2001(2)-553 dated 18.4.2001
refers).”

The officer under whose sig-
nature the report was sent works
in the NGO (not to go to office) sec-
tion, which handles top-secret

. matters and is directly and exclu-
sively under the IB director’s con-
trol. The April 18 reports should
have routinely been sent from the

Northeast desk in IB. \\/ L,

But what has come as a shoc
is that an IB report sent from the
agency'’s Shillong bureau on April
16 has now “disappeared”. The se-
niormost officer of the IB’s sub-
sidiary intelligence bureau in the
Meghalaya capital did send a re-
port to its headquarters on April
16. But that report is now untrace-
able or is being suppressed.

The first RAW report was
despatched to the government as
late as April 21. It didn’t mention
how the capture took place.

It spoke only of the BDR chief,
Major Gen. A.LM. Fazlur
Rehman. The report said: “He is
known for his strong anti-India,
anti-BSF sentiments... He is a
rabid fundamentalist...”.

Reports in the Bangladesh
media, however, say he is close to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
The RAW report appears to have
been tailored to suit the “line”
followed by the foreign ministry
vis-a-vis Hasina. Rehman has
been made to appear anti-Hasina
to buttress the belief in Delhi
that the BDR committed “local ad-
venturism”.

Sources said the home min-
istry sent a number of messages
to RAW officials here and the Indi-
an High Commission in Dhaka
between April 16 and 20 to be
greeted by silence. This has
raised the question whether it
was simply another intelligence
failure or if there was more toit. !
In other words, was there a delib-
erate attempt to blackout infor-
mation because a critical opera-
tion was being given shape to at
Pyrdiwah? Was that operation in-
tended to help India’s friends in
Bangladesh?

Bangla protest

Opposition parties in Bangladesh
today held nationwide rallies and
burnt A.B. Vajpayee’s effigies.
They sought Vajpayee’s apology
for the BSF’s “intrusion”.

7

THE TELEGRAPY

.0 APR 20



memnet, WWW.HINAUONINE.COINY o vwywveaveee ...

Fire in ammunition dump
#! near Pathankot 2y

By Sarabjit Pandher

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 29. A huge fire broke out in
the ammunition dump of the Army’s
Mamoon Cantonment near Pathankot in
Gurdaspur district late tonight. Major
panic has been reported in the border
township.

The incident comes almost exactly a
year after the fire at the Army’s Bharatpur
ammunition depot in Rajasthan.

Though officials from the Army, police
and district administration have rushed to
the spot, it could not be confirmed
whether there was any casualty.

The police control room in Pathankot,
which is about five kilometres from the
spot, while confirming the huge fire
expressed inability to identify the cause of
the fire. However, it was confirmed that

the area had been cordoned off and
sealed. Fire-tenders from Gurdaspur and
Hoshiarpur have been requisitioned.

(According to a UNI report from
Gurdaspur, at least 400 hundred
explosions were heard near the dump site
on Mission Road on the outskirts of the
town.

(The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. B.
Vikaran, has left for Pathankot town. Huge
flames have been raging at the dump site.
Army sources in New Delhi told PTI that
the fire broke out at around 10 p.m. at the
depot which stores ammunition for
mechanised vehicles.)

According to witnesses from Pathankot,
who talked to The Hindu over phone, the
fire was noticed late in the evening when
explosions were heard. Soon, panic
gripped the area as civilians residing in

nearby localities began to flee when live
ammunition went off.

One witness said he saw up to 15-
metre-high flames and heard loud
explosions. “First we thought that war had
broken out with Pakistan or some fierce
encounter was on between the security
forces and the terrorists near the town.
But then we saw people rushing from the
cantonment side towards Pathankot.”

A senior officer of the State
Government, confirmed the fire but did
not rule out sabotage as Pathankot was
strategically placed near the International
Border with Pakistan. Pathankot also
provides the land passage to the violence-
ravaged Jammu and Kashmir. Security
forces there are provided ammunition
from the Mamoon dump. /




BDR action was
planned and
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unprovoked, *|!
claims BSF chief|

NEW DELHI: The Border
Security Force (BSF) said on
Sunday that the “totally unpro-
voked” action by the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) was a “planned”
venture in which its chief was
involved.

The BSF also rejected charges
that the construction of a road
along the border had led to the
skirmishes in which 16 of its men
had lost their lives and denied hav-
ing obtained prior information
from any agency about the BDR
| action in the Pyrdiwah area under
Indian possession.

BSF  director  general,
Gurbachan Jagat, said that the
claim by Bangladesh that the BDR
action was prompted by the con-
struction of a path in the Pyrdiwah
area was baseless. “There was no
construction on the border. A path
is being built at Lynkhat, about 4.5
km inside the border,” he said.

Regarding reports that the
action taken by BDR troops was
purely at the instance of a local
commander, Mr Jagat said “it was
a planned operation. BDR direc-
tor general, Maj Gen A.L.M.
Fazlur Rahman was involved in it.
Three battalions of the BDR could
not have moved without his
knowledge.”

. Terming the BDR action in
Pyrdiwah as “totally unprovoked.”
he said the Indian Border Outpost
(BOP) in the area was surrounded
by about 300 BDR personnel and
hundreds of civilians. “They (BDR
personnel) repeatedly said that
they had orders from Dhaka,” he
added. Asked whether it could be
the political leadership in Dhaka,

he said ~I can't say™.

For the first three days after
encircling the Indian BOP on
April 15, the BDR personnel “just
insisted that we vacate the area, an
adverse position. But we told them
that it had to be decided by the
political leadership and not the
forces.”Mr Jagat said.

“The issue of path was added on
April 18, he added.

Referring to the Boraibari inci-
dent, Mr Jagat denied that the BSF
had retaliated against the BDR
action in Pyrdiwah, saying that
“had it been so, we would have
taken measures and moved with
more troops.”

Detailing the events in
Mankachar-Boraibari, Mr Jagat
said after the BDR action in the
Pyrdiwah area, the’'BSF was alert-
ed and patrolling was ordered in
other sectors to prevent a similar
incident.

~On the night of April 18,2 BSF
patrol was fired at and it was con-
strued as a precursor to an attack
by the BDR," he said, adding in a
bid to pre-empt any such plan, the
BSF commandant decided to enter
the Boraibart area to gain a “tacti-
cal advantage™.

The BDR brought civilians for-
ward as a defence shield due to
which the BSF commandant B.R.
Mondal decided not to fire. “This
resulted in their capture and
killing,” Mr Jagat said.

The BSF chief said that in view
of this month’s incidents, redeploy-
ment of troops had been carried
out and patrolling on the Indo-

Bangla bogpder was being strength-
ened.
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The bloated BSF leadership just does not care for the brave jawans at the border

Y- ¥

ed bodies’ has a sinister ring to

it. Eerily similar to an event
almost two years ago when a young
army officer with his patrol of less than
a section strength went missing in the
heights and snows of Kargil. They
returned to India more than a month
later in a grossly mutilated state.

That 4 Jat patrol went to probe an
intrusion into Indian territory, but the
latest ‘missing patrol’ was doing nothing
of the sort. In fact, it was not even in
India. The fact that a Border Security
Force patrol underwent torture and muti-
lation much like the 4 Jat soldiers is the
subject of an altogether different dis-
course; what is of relevance here is the
conduct of the affected organisation.

Pyrdiwah in Meghalaya is miles away
from Mankachar in Assam. And that
long distance becomes even longer when
sifting fact from fiction. For in that
process a yet unfathomable distance,
between officers and the men of the
BSF, crops up, thus making the enquiry
doubly disturbing.

From the sequence of events, and the
little that the BSF is currently willing to
disclose, it is apparent that what hap-
pened at Pyrdiwah along the Meghalaya-
Bangladesh border by the Bangladesh
Rifles was sought to be corrected by a
unilateral BSF action in Boraibari inside
Bangladesh. In the process, 16 brave BSF
men fell victim to a mindset that was in
evidence two years ago in the snows of
Kargil. More of that later, but what is of
greater concern is that they were also the

[ 1 M ISSING PATROL’ and ‘mutilat-

victims of a deep-rooted malaise within .

the BSF. And this raises the fundamental
guestion as to what is the role and what
are the tasks devolving on the BSF.

This question, however, cannot be
answered unless there is an understand-
ing of the key problem afflicting a poten-
tially outstanding organisation. The BSF
is currently tasked to perform duties
ranging from guarding the borders, for
. which it was raised, to counter-insur-
gency operations in Jammu & Kashmir,
for which it was not raised, and even an
attempt at catching Veerappan, which its
founders certainly did not visualise.

The BSF is expected to perform all of
these roles simply because these that
decide on deployment matters for these
brave men have never manned a post, let
alone undertake a patrol in a life threat-
ening environment. They have never sat
through an ambush in adverse weather,
and to top it all, the fact that they have
never faced bullets fired in anger or

onelyvigil -

By MANVENDRA SINGH

SCAPEGOATS OF THE SYSTEM: Coffins of the slain BSF men

hate while sending their troops to do
the same really takes the moral authority
from them.

At the end of the day, the simple fact is
that the tasking of the BSF does not fit
into the profile of its leadership. And it is
this dichotomy between the leaders and
the led that needs to be first understoo
within the country before passing judg-
ments on the crooked and the criminal of
the Bangladesh Rifles.

The leadership within the BSF is of
three different types, operates at three
different levels, and rarely has less than
three different opinions on any given
operational situation. At the basic level
are those who gain promotion by making
their way up the ranks, from the consta-
ble level. These are the over-age assistant
commandants and sometimes deputy
commandants who make the news after
they are unable to ever read it. At an age
when their children are well into adult-
hood, these workhorses of the BSF
are expected to undertake operational
patrols, on the Barmer border or even in
Baramullah. That most outside observers
regard these officers as the best among
the BSF leadership should not be in the
least bit surprising.

After this lot come those who are

directly selected as assistant comman-
dants through a process that cannot
determine their efficacy in combat,
which is what they are expected to under-
take in service. They are trained at a
training establishment that seeks to
replicate a military environment without
the ability to inculcate any of the addi-
tional responsibilities that come along
with command.

This is the most resentful section of
the BSF leadership. They resent the lack
of respectshown to them by the promot-
ed, on account of the vastness of experi-
ence that the latter has, and they also
resent the blocking of top posts by those
that come from outside of the service.
And those are the ones who take opera-
tional decisions.

The cream of the BSF appointments
are taken by those whose only qualifica-
tion to the job is that they have been able
policemen. BSF HQ is suffused with vari-
ous military types ranks on the shoulders
and stars on car plates, but with little to
show in terms of experience at the
company or battalion level in adverse
circumstances.

And this is amply reflected by the
manner in which BSF units are flung
from one corner of the country to anoth-

™HE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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er,all in an effort to imitate a military
move from peace to field which neither
its training nor its leadership can
sustain.

. The manner in which personnel are
retained or posted for years together in
comfort or in combat, simply at the whim
of one of ‘generals’ at the HQ is another
uncomfortable matter. Which then makes
it amply clear as to why BSF troops
manning posts, in Srinagar or. in Sri-
“ganganagar, frequently complain about
not having seen their officers for weeks
on end. And those they see are the
over-age type.

It is a frightening scenario, but factual,
that able troops of an organisation
such as those of the BSF can survive for
so long without operational direction
from their officers.

Little wonder then that those who live
along the frontiers of India refer to
the border posts as the ‘BSF Highway’.
For that is how life continues on the
bqrder, sans leadership, sans motivation.
That is pretty much how it must have
gone on around Pyrdiwah until the
roguish Bangladesh Rifles decided to
settle an old score. .

A semblance of leadership on the
ground would have sensed a troop build-
up, let alone the sight of trenches after
they have already been dug. Nothing of
the sort happened, for there was no lead-
ership. Common sense would determine
that if there was an intelligence failure
then it was that of the BSF leadership
holding that stretch of the border. And if
ever there was an example of intelligence
having failed, it was the decision to send
a retribution patrol to Boraibari after the
Pyrdiwah incident.

Clearly taken at a higher'level than
that of a battalion, this smacks of com-
plete ignorance as to the desirability
of settling scores with guns and bullets.
But then that is only to be expected from
a leadership that has never used these
ultimate instruments of coercion in a
combat situation.

An understanding of this fundamental
handicap is essential to remake and
revamp the BSF command structure if
India is to restore a sense of purpose to
its vigil on the border. After this exercise
is over and done, Indians can begin to
ask themselves another tricky, and
fundamental, question — as to whether
it was in national interest to aid in
the process of making East Pakistan
into Bangladesh. Quite clearly, many
there see themselves in the mould of

West Pakistan. )
e



REUTERS
AGARTALA, APRIL 24

NDIAN troops have been
put on maximum alert along
the border with Bangladesh
followinga build-up of forces
on the other side, a senior Indian
military official said on Thesday.

“They not only increased
strength but also dug trenches and
took positions with sophisticated
weapons,” Border Security Force
(BSF) Deputy Inspector General
S Basumatari said in Agartala,
“Their movements are now visible
on several border points along
Tripura.”

Indian border forces had also
been put on maximum alert in Mi-
zoram and in one district of As-
sam, he said.

However in Bangladesh, Ma-
jor Mahbub ul-Alam, general staff
officer of the Bangladesh Rifles
operations wing, denied there was
any increase of troops and said ten-
sion along the border was unwind-
ingafter clashes there last week.

“We don’t know what’s really
been going on on the Indian side

recruited for BDR

DHAKA: THE Bangladesh govern-
mentis recruiting 20,000 new bor-
der guards info the Bangladesh Ri-
fles to safeguard its frontiers with
India and to curb smuggling, a top
government official said on Tues-
day. The decision comes after last
week’s border clashes between
BDR and BSF thatleft 16 Indian
and three Bangladashi guards
dead. The new recruits would in-
crease BDR strengthto 58,000 for
patroliing the 4,000 ko frontier with
India, said the official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, The plan
had aiready been approved by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
government, he said.

but there has been no particular
build-up of troops on this side. We
are just keeping a tight vigil though
the tension is subsiding,” he said in
Dhaka.

Skirmishes to the West of
"ripura along the 4,000-km (2,500
mile) border between the usually

1/d|an troops on alert
after Bangla

VA S 20 000'more guards

Id-u

fnendly neighbours last week
claimed the lives of 16 Indian and
three Bangladeshi troops.

The confrontation was sparked
off by the occupation of a narrow
strip of land by Bangladeshi forces
on the southern fringe of Megha-
laya.

Two days later, there was an
outbreak of cross-border firing 200
km (125 miles) to the west on the
corner of Assam.

The face-off appeared to have
fizzled out by Friday after New
Delhj and Dhaka agreed that their
troops would return to their previ-
ous positions along the ill-defined
and long-disputed frontier.

However, BSF’s Basumatari
said an attempt by Bangladeshi
troops to attack an Indian border
post in Assam was repulsed on
Sunday night.

“Our personnel opened fire
when they saw some Bangladeshi
troops were advancing towards the
outpost,” he said.

He said the Indian forces had
protested to the sector comman-
der of the Bangladesh Rifles over
the incident.

INDIAN EXPRE:.
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7 Usability of
GSAT-1 in doubt

BANGALORE, APRIL 24. With
its liquid propellant gone
coping with an unexpected
contingency, the usability of

d0-\ By N. Gopal Raj ’}/{h |
1

i
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n |

the GSAT-1, put into orbit on ;

the first launch of the Geosyn-
chronous Satellite Launch Ve-
hicle (GSLV), is in doubt.

There had been a deficiency
in one of the GSAT-1's orbit
parameters because of a short-
fall of 0.6 per cent in the over-
all velocity given to the
satellite. This minor deficiency
was correctable and was, in
fact, corrected during subse-
quent manoeuvres, said Dr. K.
Kasturirangan, Chairman of
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation, at a press confer-
ence here this evening. He
complimented the ISRO engi-
neers for evolving a novel
strategy to conserve propel-
lant while making these cor-
rections.

But an unexpected contin-
gency which required extra
propellant for correcting the
satellite’s orientation had led
to all the propellant onboard
being depleted. As a result, the
satellite was at present in a
“drift orbit” where it would
circle the earth ence every 23
hours, instead of being in a ge-
ostationary orbit matching the
earth’s rotation.

The satellite was stable and
in “excellent condition”; its
antennas, solar array and solar
sail had all been successfully
deployed. The ISRO Chairman
believes some experimental
communications might be
possible, but these were still
being worked out.

According to Dr. Kasturiran-
gan, the problem arose be-
cause fuel was drawn
unequally from the two tanks
in which it was stored. The re-
sulting imbalance made the
spacecraft tilt and extra pro-
pellant had to be used to cor-
rect the tilt.

Two old propellant tanks,
one German-made and the
other Indian, which were read-
ily availaple had been used
since the GSAT-1’s primary
purpose f) validate the (GSLV
mission. A scheme for drawing
fuel at different rates from the
two tanks had been worked
out taking into account the
differences in their design. But
there were still some small im-
balances which added to the
problems when additional
propellant was already needed
to correct the orbit.

The next launch of the GSLV,
when it would be upgraded to
carry a satellite weighing 1,750
to 1,800 kg., was scheduled for

~the third or fourth quarter of
2002. /




~Minister
to BSFy
Be on alert

PRESS TRUST QF INDIA *)

MANCACHAR, April 25| _ .

The Union minister of state for
home affairs reviewed the sit-
uation on the Indo-Bangla bor-
der today and instructed the

BSF to be on “maximum alert”

to prevent BDR attacks,

Mr ID Swami who reached
Mancachar in Assam, border-
ing Bangladesh, for an on-
the-spot assessment of the
situation interacted with BSF

~jawans posted on the fron-

. tiers,

- He directed higher authori-

- ties to monitor the situation

- and keep a strict vigil. Accom-

! panied by the joint secretary in
charge of North-east, Mr GK
Pillai, Mr Swami was received
at Mancachar by the inspector

- general of BSF headquarters

© in Shillong, Mr VK Gaur.

. He left for Shillong where he
is scheduled to hold meetings
with BSF officials and the
Meghalaya chief minister. My
Swami will visit Pyrdiwah in
Khasi  hills  district of
Meghalaya and Lathitill in
Assam tomorrow,

Firing: Mr PK Mahanta today

said sporadic firing was repor-

ted from the border in Karim-
ganj sector. Asked about the sit-
uation in a sector after the abor-
tive bid by BDR to capture Lati-
tilla-Dumabari border outpo

Mr Mahanta. said: “T

sporadic firing.... ”

THE STATESMAM
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BSF OFFICIALS on Sunday admitted they had infor-
mation of Bangladesh Army being deployed on the
international border. They had, however, felt that the
BSF was capable enough to handle them stated I1J.
Singh, Commander of Guwahati Sector, while brief-
ing the Assam chief minister P. K. Mahanta who had
gone to review the situation at the border town.

Mr Singh also informed it was the Bangla army
which had fired the mortars and not the BDR. This
goes to prove it was a joint operation by the Bangla
army and the BDR and not a sole BDR offensive as
has been reported till date.

He also informed the chief minister that according
to reports received from intelligence agencies like
RAW, they were able to inflict heavy causalities on
33rd Battalion of BDR, killing 21 of their men. BSF
reports however said they killed 7 to 8 men of the
BDR, injuring another ten or twelve.

What Mr Singh could not explain was how the ill-
fated patrolling party landed into the trap of the wait-
ing mob if they had prior information that the army
was deployed from the other side. The mob most
surely had the moral and military sacking of some
organisation which was clear by the way the bodies of
the dead looked. Whether this was a tip-off from
someone within the organisation or due to intelli-
gence failure he could not give any clear indication.

Dhubri SP A.J Baruah while talking to ET
informed that even under normal circumstances, it
was always felt that the number of men deployed

/KSF knew about Baﬂgla army
presence alon |

e order

Eves WE OpPeN: Assam chief minister
Prafulla Mahanta at the Mancachar
sector of the Indo-Bangladesh
border on Sunday. — Caroline Singh

along the international border was not sufficient.
They had asked for more troops, even offering some
land for setting up a Battalion Headquarter there.

Assam chief minister PK Mahanta also said ‘the
Assam government has been asking for more
paramilitary force in that area. He regretted that one
Battalion was given, but it was shifted to Meghalaya
neglecting the need of the region. N

Mr Mahanta said after the recent clashes, it was
felt that the strength of the troops should be increased
immediately and there should not be a question of
Assam or Meghalaya while positioning them, It
should be need based.

Mr Mahanta however ruled out the nee
independent enquiry into the incident.
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or those like myself who \Jeve/pre-

sent at the creation, the irony is

bitterest of all: our Border Securi-

ty Force jawans murdered and
mutilated by the armed forces of a country
we played no small part in liberating,

I have twice been to the Dawki check-
post, adjacent to the Khasi village of Pyrdi-
wah which the Bangladesh Rifles cap-
tured: once, in the first year of liberation,
when we were working towards restoring
limestone supplies by aerial ropeway
from Cherrapunji on our side of the border
to the cement factory at Chatak in
Bangladesh, and next on the 25th anniver-
sary of liberation when I returned on a
mission of reportage to the Bangladesh I
had known so well in the year of its birth.
Next to the Bangladesh checkpost oppo-
site Dawki is a memorial to the Bangla
martyrs who were mown down by the Pak-
istanis with the same brutality and inhu-
manity which the Bangladesh Rifles have
now inflicted on our soldiers. How have
we come to such a pass?

The fault lies in ourselves. More specif-
ically, in our bungling, incompetent gov-
ernment. The Subrahmanyam committee
lists no less than 17 separate elements of
evidence that the government of India had
been alerted to the hostile build-up across
the line of control in Kargil. It wilfully did
nothing about this intelligence because it
was so blinded by the prospective divi-
dends of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s bus yatra
to Lahore that it did not want to hear the
bad news. That the government has
learned no lessons from Kargil is now
nakedly on display on the India-
Bangladesh border. Intelligence reports
have been filed away, unread or at any
rate not acted upon. No pre-emptive action
has been taken militarily, diplomatically
or politically to forestall the disaster. Re-
ports from our high commission in Dhaka
have been ignored. The government has
been caught napping — and a score of our
jawans caught dead.

The root cause of this unforgiveable
smugness in matters of national security
is Pokhran-II. In the immediate aftermath
of our becoming a nuclear weapon power,
the former defence minister, George Fer-
nandes, in his foreword to the 1999 edition
of D.R. Mankekar’s The Guilty Men of 1962,
wrote that Pokhran-II had exposed “the
myth” of any danger from Pakistan! The
Pakistanis killed 500 of our bravest and
best to show Fernandes how criminal was

~ his complacency.

done nothing to wake up his succes-
sor, Jaswant Singh, who combines
responsibility for defence with responsi-
bility for diplomacy, under the personal
patronage of the prime minister. Never be-
fore in the half-century that India has been
independent has. one person merged
under his control national security with
foreign affairs, not even Krishna Menon.
Jaswant is the first. He has fallen on his
face, both as external affairs minister and
as raksha mantri, in the very first month
of this dubious double stewardship. He
must be called to account. So must the
prime minister — who stumbles from cri-
sis to crisis, no less metaphorically than
he does literally.
One needs no access to secret informa-
tion to have known that a crisis was in the
ffing. The answer to the crisis lay neither
1 the James Bonds of the research and
-alysis wing nor the Mir Jaffery of Arun
1gh, Common sense alone would have

T he sacking of George Fernandes has

M-

Kargil on the Ban gla border

€ That the government learned no lessons from Kargil is
now nakedly on display on the India-Bangladesh border.
Intelligence reports have been filed away, unread or at any
rate not acted upon. No pre-emptive action has been
taken militarily, diplomatically or politically to forestall the
disaster. Reports from our high commission in Dhaka
have been ignored. The government has been caught™
napping — and a score of our jawans caught dead 7
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shown that the situation inside
Bangladesh was explosive. And would
have its ferocious repercussions on India.
For consider: the daughter of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman is coming to the end of her
turbulent term asprlme minister. Elec-
tions are in the offing. They will determine
whether those who killed her father and
family will return to power. Or whether
she will be given the opportunity of finally
bringing to justice the murderous subal-
terns who massacred her kith and kin and
ruled for two decades thereafter.

dictable that India would be dragged

into the blast-furnace of such an in-
ternecine war. Moreover, it was inevitable
and entirely predictable that it would be
the companions and conmirades-in-arms of
the mutinous murderers who would do
the dragging. Above all, it was inevitable
and entirely predictable that the instru-
ment of dragging us in would be the direc-
tor-general of Bangladesh Rifles, Major
General Fazlur Rahman, a Bonapartist in
the mould of Zia-ur-Rahman and Zia-ul-
Hag, whose antecedents, character and po-
litical preferences are better known in
Dhaka than the taste of hilsa or the fine-
ness of Dhaka muslin.

This should have alerted even the aver-
age newspaper reader to the danger on the
border, but not our videskh-cum-raksha
mantri. Not a single alarm bell was rung.
Nothing was done to instruct our border
forces to the danger signals to watch out
for. The home ministry took no special
steps. The defence ministry remained
mired in its lethargy. The foreign office
was paralysed. The prime minster tended
his knees. So lax was our vigilance, so cav-
alier the approach to national security,
that when on the evening of April 15 the
villagers of Pyrdiwah rushed to the BSF
post with news of the imminent violation
of our sovereignty, noone cared toeven in-
form the Neros who run the government of
India. The invasion was launched a few
hours later, in the dead of the night. Even
then, Vajpayee and his minions slept. Not
even a fax message next day from the chief
minister of Meghalaya woke our Kumb-
hakarnas from their oblivion. Inevitably
and entirely predictably, the ants who had
humbled the elephant went on their
killing spree.

What has happened on the India-
Bangladesh border is Kargil-Il. Instead of
being put on high alert, the BSF was put in
deep slumber. Instead of RAW being
revved up, their reports were junked. Mil-
itary intelligence was unavailable,
unasked for, not acted on. The high com-
mission’s alarums and excursions were
filed away as routine. The external affairs
minister did nothing to warn his
Bangladesh counterpart of the conse-
quences. The defence minister too did
nothing — for like Natha Singh and Prem
Singh, the two are one and the same thing
— to intimidate the Fazlur Rahmans of
Bangladesh. The prime minister did not
bestir himself to hammer things home to
Hasina.

It was inevitable and entirely pre-

than the bomb. Our nuclear

weapons have no more served us
than they did the Americans in Vietnam
or the Soviets in Afghanistan. We are thus
today where Neville Chamberlain was
when Leo Amery urged him, “In the name
of God — go!” We say to our Chamberlai
“In the name of Ram —run!” /m/

P okhran-II has proved more soporific
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structure of d(;ﬁmce admanistration needs fundamental changes. But-why the teamng hurry?

" The plot quickens

By ANAND K. SAHAY

try should create the position of
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) has
not quite begun. Yet, on account of the
positive recommendation of the group
of ministers which looked into the mat-
ter, the impression has quickly spread

T HE DEBATE on whether the coun-

that the all-critical official nod will’

materialise soon enough, altering the
landscape totally.

A government clarification to quell the
impact of media reports to this effect
has failed to efface doubts because
the reports themselves were based on
high-level off-the-record briefings. It is,
indeed, thought that but for last-minute
personnel-related doubts raised by the air
force, the question may well have been
settled by now.

The issue itself is of considerable sig-
nificance. The proposed CDS has been
posited as a leader selected from the
armed forces who will be the govern-
ment’s single source of advice on mili-
tary matters, besides being the comman-
der of all nuclear assets, and also the
chief of the Defence Intelligence Agency
(DIA) which is sought to be established,
replacing the existing intelligence gath-
ering systems of the three services. In
short, putting the CDS in place portends
radical changes in the defence structure
and in the civilian-military interface.

It ‘would hardly do, therefore, to go
through with such far-reaching changes by
means of an executive decision, bypassing
national consultation altogether. Let us be
quite clear: the changes amount to an over-
haul of structure and are necessarily of a
long-term nature, and cannot be undone
through routine tinkering.

Quite apart from technical and person-
nel-related questions that arise, it is well
worth asking if so many vital and varied
functions pertaining to national defence
should be vested in a single office or per-
son. Is that sustainable even from the
point of view of security?

Besides, how high will the CDS be
ranked in the edifice of government? If
he is truly to preside over all the authori-
ty that is being envisaged, can he merely
be another three-star general (in the
same category as the service chiefs) —
albeit the first among equals — as visu-

Stealing a march over the real issues

alised? Or, given the vast financial and
military resources which he will neces-
sarily preside over in view of the pro-
posed mandate, will the CDS not emerge
as being more powerful than many cabi-
net ministers, though he will not be a
member of Parliament?

It may well be that in the proposed
scheme, the CDS may come to undercut
even the defence minister in practice —
considering the enormous access to
the Prime Minister that he will automat-
ically enjoy. Institutionally, will he be
a member of the Cabinet committee
on securlty"

It is far from clear if these issues have
been considered in any detail. But on the
face of it, the overhaul being contemplated
does faintly smell of undue militarisation
of a process which does not square well
with the running of a democracy. In pre-
democratic times, the commander-in-chief
was a proper minister df the court, on par
with any other. But this ceased to be the
case even when India was a colony (and
not a democracy). In those times the Gov-
ernor-General invariably prevailed over
the military chief, as the Curzon-Kitchener
bitterness bore eloguent witness.

However, regardless of which way the
discussion goes, a case for some degree of
reorganisation of the armed forces —
and correcting distortions in their inter-
face with the. civilian authority --
suggests itself in the light of recent devel-
opments.

First, the forces have been feeling for
some time that their voice counts for lit-
tle. This includes matters of technical
decision-making, assessing requirements
of men and materials, and spending allo-
cated budgets — not to mention the equal-
ly critical areas of assessment of threat
perceptions and the formulation of medi-
um and long-term defence parameters.

A related matter is the equation
between the civilian bureaucracy which
operates the ministry of defence and the
armed forces themselves. In sum, some-
thing akin to the sense that each of the
three services has come to be treated as
no more than a public.sector undertaking
by senior MoD civilians has come to
prevail. This is a matter that certainly
deserves to be looked into.

The second important reason for effect-
ing changes in the set-up of the armed
forces is the creation of India’s nuclear

force and the means of its delivery. These
are spread across the three services, and
it does make some sense to place them
collectively under a singie tri-services
command in order to optimise and coor-
dinate their strike capability;, though the
nuclear button will obviously be in the
hands of the political leadership. The
issue, nevertheless, calls for an in-depth
discussion.

The link between the conventianal and
the nuclear forces will also need to be
reflected upon. Another question of vital
concern in this context is the command,
control and communications (C3) in
respect of nuclear weapons since this
has a bearing on deployment. Clearly,
without a carefully devised C3 system,
nuclear weapons can be both pointless
and dangerous. And there are no blue-
prints that can be usefully copied. .

The 3 in the US and the former Soviet
Union, for instance, evolved even as the
Cold War evolved. Besides, one country
was a presidential-style democracy and
the other a politburo-controlied commu-
nist State, with fundamentally different
institutional and politico-cultural char-
acteristics. Though a Westminster-style
democracy, India cannot imitate or modi-
fy the British experience either. After all,
the British nuclear force was dovetailed
into the overall western structure in
which the US played the hegemonic role.

India, thus, needs to develop a unique
C3 system of its own, in the context of its
political ethos, the overall post-Cold War
international security architecture, and
in line with its unique ‘no first strike’
commitment (with all its political and
military implications). The gamut of
nuclear-related issues can hardly be
delinked from the question of creating a
separate nuclear command.

These, and all other matters pertaining
to a re-look at the structure of defence
administration, must not be rushed
through before Parliament — possibly via
a select committee — has had the oppor-
tunity to consider them. In the US, for
instance, the issue of military advice to
the President, and joint command over




~“Mahanta fires
*at Centre on
border clash .
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

- Mancachar, April 22: Arriving
at the site of death and destruc-
tion after everything is over,
Assam chief minister Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta today indirectly
blamed the Centre for failing to
prevent the border flare-up.

Mahanta, who was accompa-
nied by minister of state for
forests, Aminul Islam, during his
. whirlwind tour, said that despite
. repeated requests the Centre did
not post a Border Security Force
batallion at Mancachar.

To justify his claims, the chief
minister said that the state had al-
ready allotted 1,000 acres near
Mancachar town for a BSF sta-
tion. “But the battalion was posted
in Meghalaya instead of Man-
cachar,” he said.

Mahanta said local people
were demanding a BSF headquar-
ters here for a long time and “this
demand deserved consideration
by the government of India”.

The Centre must take immedi-
ate steps to strengthen the securi-
ty along the Indo-Bangia border in
Assam, he said. The state govern-
ment will submit its views over
the incident to the Centre soon.

The chief minister went to the
Baraibari village, the root of the
border conflict.

Mahanta reviewed the situa-
tion in the Mancachéar sector in a
meeting with the home commis-
sioner, commissioner, Lower
Assam division, deputy commis-
sioner and superintendent of po-
lice, Dhubri district, at the PWD
rest house here.

He met the local people and
urged them not to panic. Mahanta
described the unwarranted
flare-up between the BSF and
i Bangladesh Rifles as “unfortu-
" nate”.

BSF DIG LJ. Singh, who was
also touring the area with the
chief minister, explained to him
how the BDR resorted to the
“unprovoked” attack on the
jawans. Seven BDR personnel
were killed in the clash, he said.
However, unofficial sources put

Mahanta in Mancachar on
Sunday. Picture by Utpal Baruah

the figure at 21, he said.

About 15,000 villagers on the
Indian side were affected by the
incident, Singh added.

He did not rule out the involve-
ment of the Banladesh army with
the BDR in the unprovoked attack
on the Indian side.

Bangladeshi villagers were
also involved, Singh said.

People today started returning
to their homes in Mancachar
as the situation in the border
areas limped backed towards
normal.
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Centre told to hasten o
critical arms purchasesw\ !

The Times of India News Service
\JEW DELHI: The Centre on Thursday
said there were no further
slippages in the induction
schedule of the Akash
and Trishul missile sys-
tems even as the parlia-
mentary standing com-
mittee on defence asked
it to speed up critical arms
4 purchases like the Air-

K= borne Early Warning Sys-
JaswantSingh o) (A¥NACS) 8 a¥1d
weapon-locating radars for the defence ser-
vices.

The PAC, in its latest report tabled in Par-
liament, said the government should ensure
that projects like AWAC:s for the IAF and
weapon-locating radars for the army did
not get entangled in legal hassles and de-
lays. The committee said these state-of-the-
art equipments were “badly needed in the
present circumstances” and a delay in their
acquisition could have an “enormous im-
pact on the deterrence level” of Indian
forces, especially when the neighbours were
acquiring hi-tech arms.

Stressing the need to speed up the
process of establishing the Defence Pro-
curement Board to promote transparency,
the committee said it should be ensured
that the price negotiating committee and
the proposed board were different. Besides,
the panel stated that all the members, be-
fore and after their tenures on the board,
should be vetted by the vigilance depart-
ment.

Speaking about Akash and Trishul, the
government said both these indigenous sur-
face-to-air missile systems were expected to
be ready for induction by 2002 after the
user trials. “Both have entered guided flight
trial phase,” said defence minister Jaswant
Singh.

On the Light Combat Aircraft, the mihis-
ter said the Kaveri engine, with its flight {at-
ing standard, was likely to be offered forin-
tegration with the indigenous LCA project
by end-2002. The government had allocated
Rs 150 crore this year for the development
of the engine which has already undergone
960 hours of ground-testing in India and 45
hours of testing on simulated altitude test
facilities abroad.

Speaking about the Advanced Jet Train-
er, the government said British Aerospace’s
Hawk AJT had been shortlisted after due
evaluation spread over several years.

“Negotiations have not yet been
concluded,” said Mr Singh. Discounting
fears that protracted negotiations could
lead to Hawk’s technology becoming out-
dated, he remarked, “Certain airframe de-
signs, especially that of the trainer aircraft
variety, do not get outdated for consider-
able periods, besides lending themselves to
periodical upgrades to retain their effec-
tiveness.”

On reports of the U.S. and British Royal
Navy warships snooping in Indian waters,
the minister said an American naval survey
vessel, USNS Bowditch, had been detected
in the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone last
November, while a Royal Navy vessel,
HMS Scott, had been spotted twice — in
December 2000 and January this year. Giv-
ing his view on the matter, he said, “The
government regards the operations by the
U.S. and British naval vessels within the In-
dian EEZ as violation of the UN Conven-
tion on the Laws of the Sea and protests
have been lodged with Washington and
London.”

Mr Singh also stated that t
actively considering a pro
Far Eastern Naval Compand by upgrading
the Andaman and Nigébar Islands Fortress
Command.

Centre was
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Pallava Bagla looks at
how ISRO succeeded
in making India the
first developing
country to launch a

geo—synchronous
satellite :
ch AN A\

T 3.43 p.m. on Thursday ¥s

Aioon as the mission contr
ountdown said .5,4,3,2, 1,

NOW and once India’s second genera-
tion rocket lifted upwards into the sky,
India became the first developing
country to have mastered this complex
space technology- of launching com-
munications satellites. An ecstatic In-
dian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), Chairman Dr. K. Kasturiran-
gan described it as an ‘exceptional mis-
sion sinte the satellite has been placed
in its intended orbit’, certainly no
mean achievement for it was the very
first developmental launch of a com-
plex vehicle. This opens a new chapter’
in India’s quest for a.swadeshi stamp
on key strategic technologies. As the
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), Chairman Dr. K. Kasturiran-
gan says ‘it is this quest for developing
indigenous capability and the philoso-
phy of self rehance that is behind
GSLV’. This laufich puts India in the
sixth place behind the US, Russia,
China, Japan and the European
Union, off the space faring nations
that have the capability to put the
much sought after communications
satellites in orbit.

The successful launch took place
under tremendous odds and ISRO lit- -
erally had one of its hands tied behind
its back simply because the India’s pre-
mier space organisation has always
been on the so called ‘entity list’ of
America putting it under severe sanc-
tions. Now, did someone say the road
. to self-reliance is-a tough one? India
would perhaps know best and this
launch should put in perspective to
America that no amount of sanctions

SR WHY IT IS A BIG ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE ISRO [

can deter a determined nation from
achieving its objectives. Working up-
hill against US sanctions and road-
blocks in its cooperation with Russia,
India today launched its first Geo-syn-
chronous Satellite Launch Vchicle
(GSLV) from the southeastern island
of Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh on
its first developmental flight. Standing
49 meters tall and weighing 401
tonnes, the GSLV put into geo-syn-
chronous transfer orbit a communica-
tions satellite (G-SAT) that weighs
1,540 kg. This is a major advance’for
India’s space science, forthe GSLV’s
predecessor, .the Polar Satellite

Launch Vehicle (PSLV) could place a
mere 1,050 kg satellite that too ina po-
tar orbit 820 km above the Earth. The
entire GSLV project has cost Rs 1400
crores with each launch vehicle costing
about Rs 150 crores.

On March 28 the first attempt to
launch GSLV was ‘aborted’ at the very
last second and subsequently the prob-
lem was identified to a minor ‘plumb-
iig’ fault in one of the strap on rockets
which resulted in an improper thrust
being developed in the giant rocket. It
is remarkable that ISRO has been able
to identify the problem so quickly and
with renewed confidence it had been

MDIAN EXPRESS

92 1 ppR 2001

At last, it's there

able to re-schedule the launch within
three weeks.

This being the first developmental
flight of the GSLV, it was being closely
watched since now India may no

“longer need external support to launch

its INSAT communications satellites.
This would happen once the vehicle is
declared operational but there could

" be quite a time lag for that to happen

since the vehicle can be declared oper-
ational only after another two consec-
utive successes. The GSLV is a three-

stage vehicle with a core stage .

powered by 125 tonnes of solid propel-
lants and a second stage with 37.5

tonnes of liquid propellants The third
is the upper cryogenic stage with-12.5
tonnes of liquid hydrogen and liquid
oxygen. The GSLV uses a Russian
cryogenic stage, imported from Russia
under an agreement signed between

-ISRO and Glavkosmos, a Russian

space company in 1991 for ‘Rs 500
crores, which provides the capability
to inject heavier satellites into a com-
munications orbit. Kasturirangan says -
four cryogenic stages are already in In-
dia while another 3 are expected soon.
But there is much pride at ISRO be-
cause the electronic, control and guid-
ance systems to go along with the cryo-
genic stage were created at ISRO. The
Indian cryogenic stage is likely to be
ready in another 3 years. Equipped
with five transponders, the G-SAT an
experimental satellite will augment
digital audio and television, and Inter-
net services.

ISRO officials claim it has been a
decade of hard work te build up the
huge and complex infrastructure that -
is now supporting this mission. At Ma-
hendragiri, ground flcilities to store
liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen and
transfer them to the launcher’s cryo- :
genic stage were all part of this big mis- -

. sion. The Mobile Service Tower, origi-

nally built. for the PSLV, was
reconfigured to a new height S m more
than the original, to enable the stack-
ing of the GSLV’s stages. So, Indian
scientists are proud enough that al-
though the Russians supplied the cryo-
genic equipment, it’s been a cha]lenge
for ISRO to install, test and commis-

_sion them.

But there are worrying questions
that still remain on whether the GSLV
can really be competitive in its com-
mercial pricing since as Kasturirangan
himself acknowledges ‘GSLV is com-

_petitive only with medium range pay- -
loads but not with the heavier class of

satellites’ the ones that are in vogue to-

_day. More importantly, the turn

around time betwegen consecutive
launches will have to be reduced to
months from years if Indig€an even
think of stepping into thgelect club of
nations and corporagidns that offer re-
i ip¥Satellite launch ser-




“ISRO hopes to gyercome arbit shortfal

By N. Gopal Raj w()\

BANGALORE, APRIL 19 There ap-
pears to have been some under-
performance in the Geosynchro-
nous Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV) launched on Wednesday.
Nevertheless, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
believes that it can ensure that
the GSAT-1 satellite meets its de-
sign life of three years.

The orbit figures released by
ISRO show that the GSAT- 1’s far-
thest distance from the earth
(apogee) after the launch was
32,051 km, compared to the
35,975 km which should have
been achieved.

The shortfall of 3,900 km in
apogee is well beyond the launch
vehicle's permissible orbital dis-
persion. In addition, the orbital
inclination — the angle at which
the satellite’s orbit is inclined to
the equator — is 19.2 degrees,
compared to the 19 degrees
planned for.

Additional propellant would
therefore be needed to correct
these shortfalls. The amount of
propellant left when the satellite
reaches its final position in orbit
is a major determinant of its life
since fine orbit trimming oper-

ations have|to|be regularly car
ried out thrpughout its lifetime.

Calculations show that the sat-
ellite would have had about 100-
120 kg available to it for such
corrections at the beginning of
life, if it had been injected into
the planned orbit. Calculations
suggest that the additional pro-
pellant required by the GSAT-1 to
compensate for the shortfalls of
its orbit could be as much as 50
kg. One would, therefore, have
expected the life of the satellite to
be considerably reduced.

But ISRO appears confident
that the satellite can be made to
serve its design life of three years.

According to one source, to al-
low for contingency situations,
the satellite had been loaded
with more propellant than was
strictly necessary for three years
of life. But this additional propel-
lant alone will not suffice and IS-
RO will be looking to two other
measures as well,

One is to minimise the propel-
lant consumed in moving the
satellite from its initial orbit to its
destination in the geostationary
orbit, some 36,000 km above the
equator. Today morning, the first
firing of the GSAT-1’s onboard

iqaid-fuelled rocket engine went
on for just 20 minutes, half that
originally planned.

The idea is to carefully chec
the satellite’s orbit accurately be
fore making further corrections.
The onboard motor will be fired
four or five times altogether, in- |
stead of the three firings original-
ly planned. The other path for
eking out the propellant would
be to reduce the periodic correc-
tions carried out after the satel-
lite reaches its destination. This
was done both in the case of In-
sat-2A and Insat-2B satellites
when a problem in their tank de-
sign reduced the propellant
available for corrections.

But there is no word yet on
what caused the under-perform-
ance of the GSLV. Two systems
could be the prime suspects. One
is the imported Russian cryogen-
ic engine which has only been
ground-tested and has never be-
fore flown on any launch vehicle.
The other is the rocket’s guid-
ance and navigation system. This
system has been successfully
flown four times on the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).
But that was for polar launch
missions. This is its first debut
for an equatorial launch.




'Y FURTHER INTO SPACE g,

INDIA’S QUEST FOR self-reliance in space tech-
nology has now been met in substantive mea-
sure with the launch of the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) from Srihariko-
ta. The majestic Indian triumph marks the frui-
tion of a dream dared four decades ago by a few
visionary nation-builders, especially Vikram Sa-
rabhai: to create a full-fledged space pro-
gramme for the nation. What makes the latest
lift-off an occasion to mark in India’s chequered
space history is the ability of the nation’s scien-
tists to handle complex systems. That the
launch took place exactly three weeks after the
March 28 last-second abort reflects not just the
mastery of the Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) over launch vehicle techniques. It is
also a testimony in space to the ability of the
organisation that it can quickly and accurately
identify its mistakes and correct them. With its
success, the ISRO has proved yet again that it
can deliver what it promises to do, despite initial
setbacks. In its immediate recovery from the
aborted launch, the standing of ISRO as a ‘can-
do’ organisation has been established by be-
coming the sixth in the world to develop the
capability to launch satellites into the highly
challenging geosynchronous transfer orbit,
which calls for mastery over launch vehicle and
guidance systems.

While there is no doubt that Indian space
capability has gained a remarkable boost with
the GSLYV, it would also be necessary to place the
latest achievement in perspective. The most im-
portant factor to be weighed while evaluating,
the significance of the launch is that the very
crucial cryogenic stage of the launch vehicle is
imported. The ability of the GSLV to launch
heavier communication satellites presently in
vogue would also come under question, espe-
cially given the rapid advances made by other
agencies. Nonetheless, the success should give
the Indian space establishment the confidence
to proceed with its own developments in cryo-

genic technology. Moreover, the\latest Indian
success has come against some\pdds. Some of
which, especially the difficulties faced on ac-
count of restrictions in transfer of cryogenic
technology, could have been averted if India
had unhesitatingly chosen to go indigenous in
this core area. The immediate need is to in-
tensify the efforts to make up for the lost time.
The placing of the satellite in geosynchronous
transfer orbit puts to test the Indian ability to
handle complex satellites. In the years ahead,
ISRO should take its aggressive efforts at indige-
nisation further, now that it has the confidence
of a successful developmental launch. The na-
tion’s space organisation should also embark
upon a programme to popularise its efforts to
draw upon the wider support and enthusiasm
that prevails in the country for advances in sci-

ence and technology. ~% .
RPN

o\

Th% long saga of the GSLV has also provided
a much-required avenue of expression for the
latent pool of scientific talent available in the
nation. The involvement of over 150 organisa-
tions — including industries in the private sec-
tor and leading academic institutions — in this
success story only proves the need for a con-
vergence of the available domestic capabilities
for furthering scientific advances. With appro-
priate adaptations, the success of the ISRO’s
linkages with industry and academia could be
replicated in other crucial areas. To build on the
successful launch of the GSLV, there should be
adequate support from Parliament as well as the
Government, especially at a time when the
Tenth Plan allocations are under way. The
thrust of the future of ISRO should be to make
the required quantum leap to take the nation
closer to the rapid developments that are taking
place in the select group of nations involved in
space technology. India should not be happy
with merely remaining in the space club. It is
important that it does not remain a laggard.
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Parliament

adjourned

N
over

defence scam '/

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 18

PARLIAMENT CONTINUED to
be rocked by the tehelka contro-
versy today as both Houses had
to be adjourned, with a vocifer-
ous Congress-RJD combine con-
tinuing to press for a Joint Par-
liamentary Committee probe.
Agitated Congress and RJD
MPs were on their feet as soon as
Question Hour ended and rushed
to the Well of the House to raise
slogans in support of their
demand. Those on the Treasury
Benches launched a counter-
offensive by waiving copies of a
newspaper report carrying Sub-
ramanian Swamy's allegations
against Sonia Gandhi. Amid slo-
gans, the Speaker adjourned the
House till tomorrow as Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan’s attempts to
persuade NDA members to
resume their seats proved futile.
Similar scenes were witnessed
in the Rajya Sabha right after the
Question Hour. Opposition
Elders went a step further and
demanded the resignation of the
Vajpayee Government.
Chairman Krishan Kant
adjourned the House till 2 pm. As
Congress and RJD members
refused to relent after the House
reassembled, it was adjourned
for the day. Congress-RJD MPs
and NDA members continued to
fight outside the two Houses as
well, jostling with each other
before the battery of cameras
stationed in Parliament House.
The two groups were seen
snatching placards and photo-
copies of reports against Sonia
grom each other and tearing
them into pieces.

Objectionable
book won't

be banned

THE GOVERNMENT had found
two books on Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa, recommended for
additional reading by Ency-
clopaedia Britannica, objection-
able, but would not ban them,
Home Minister L, K Advani told
the Rajva Sabha on Wednesday.
The first proposal to ban the
books was made in 1997, he said,
but the Government, after weigh-
ing the pros and cons, had decid-
ed against proscribing them. It
considered all aspects after the
HRD Ministry had urged a look at
it. The External Affairs Ministry
too had been consulted. Banning
the books, it had been decided,
would give them undue publicity,
he said. As the Chennai branch of
the Ramakrishna Mission had
approached Encyclopaedia Bri-
tannica to delete the two refer-
ences, the Centre would await the
outcome, Advani added.
HTC, New Delhi
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Court orders separate

trial for hijack accused

o v

New Dethi, Aprit 18 X\ \’\
CBI HAS secured court permniis-
sion for separate trial of three
accused in the 1C-814 hijacking
case as the agency was unable to
secure the arrest of five hijack-
ers and two of their accomplices
from Pakistan. agency sources
said here today.

Sources said the agency had
moved the designated court in
Patiala. which had agreed to hold
trial of three others - Abdul
Latit alias Patel, Bhupalmar
Damai alias Yusuff Nepali and
Dilip Kumar Bhujel - already
arrested by the agency.

The CBI has also secured a
“red corner” notice against the
five hijackers —- Ibrahim Athar,
Sunny Ahmed Qazi., Zahoorr
ibrahim, Shahid Akhter Sayed
and Shakir — and two accom-
plicess Yusuf Azhar and Abdul
Rauf from the interpol.

Yusuf Azhar and Abdul Rauf
are believed to be key conspira-
tors behind the hijacking of the
plane from Kathmandu to Kan-
dahar in southern Afghanistan
on December 24. The designated
court has also declared the seven
absconding accused in the case
as proclaimed offenders.

\A

The bessions judge S N Aggar-
wal had directed CBI to proceed
with the trial against the three
accused already arrested in con-
nection with 1C-814 hijacking
case. The CBI on June 21 filed a
chargesheet against 10 people in
the hijacking case.

The CBI, through ministry of
external affairs. had also made a
formal request to the Pakistan
Government for extradition of
five hijackers and two of their
accomplices responsible for
hijacking of the Indian Airlines
plane The requests were made
under the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Co-operation
and the Hauge Agreeinents under
which Pakistan is obliged to extra-
dite them. However. Pakistan con-
tinued to maintain silence over
the issue, the sources said.

The sources also expressed
fears that there was a little hope
to nab the seven accused until
Pakistan provided help. The
agency had also provided the
addresses of the seven accused to
Pakistan. The United State’s Cen-
tral Intelligence agency has also
filed a case in the hijacking of
the Indian Airlines plane as one
American national was also

uonboard the ill-fated plane. y
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“GSLV launch successful,
satellite placed in orbit

4

By R.K. Radhakrishnan ‘W) /\

| SRIHARIKDTA, APRIL 18. India today bridged a tech-

nologjcal gulf when its biggest rocket, a Geosyn-
chronpus Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV), placed
a satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit
(GTO), just past 4 p.m.

“The launch vehicle took off majestically at the
appointed time, 3.43 p.m. and all its stages func-
tioned nominally to inject the satellite into orbit,”
said Dr. Kasturirangan, Chairman, Indian Space
Research Organisation. This is the first time ISRO
has attempted a Due East mission.

Explaining the use of the term “nominal”, the
ISRO chief said: “The perigee achieved was 181
km. as against the 182 km. originally intended; the
inclination was 19.2 degrees as against 19 degrees
in the satellite. We are confident that the exact
orbit can be achieved.”

The ISRO chairman telephoned the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, about the success of the
mission. The Prime Minister’s voice was “choked
with emotion” when he congratulated the ISRO
team. “He told us the nation is proud of us,” Dr.
Kasturirangan said. He also informed the Minister
in charge, Ms. Vasundhara Raje, who expressed
similar sentiments.

The clear skies on a hot and humid summer day
at Sriharikota range (SHAR) provided the setting
for a near-perfect take-off for the 49-metre, 401-
tonne launch vehicle. When the GSLV, with its
1,540 kg payload GSAT-1 “obeyed’ instructions to
inject the satellite in a GTO, east of Indonesia, it
elevated India to a select club of nations capable
of handling cryogenic stages and launching heavi-
er satellites. The GTO has a perigee of 185 km. and
an apogee of 36,000 km. The satellite’s orbit will
be circularised by firing its propulsion systems in-
to an orbit of 36,000 km by 36,000 km.

Celebrations begin

Seventeen minutes after lift-off, the grim but
formal atmosphere inside the mission control
centre at the SHAR came down crashing; the pin-

~ drop silence punctured occasionally by anxious

radio-crackles gave way to joyous shrieks as scien-
tists, technicians and engineers greeted each oth-
er handshakes and

with ar-hugs,
back-sla gs. Everyone around was celebrating

The GSLV-D lifting off from the
Sriharikota range at 3.43 p.m. on
Wednesday. — Photo: Vino John

as SHAR nearly realised Vikram Sarabhai’s dream
of making the Indian space programme totally
self-reliant.

Uncorking champagne bottles to signal the ‘re-
al’ celebrations will have to waif a little longer —
till a second consecutive syecessful GSLV flight —
but that does not seem e in anyone’s minds at
Sriharikota right noyx

indigenous technology: Pag}t.i/
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Bloodshed

Y7

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 18: India today
cautioned Dhaka that the “unwar-
ranted action was unacceptable”
and the Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment should take immediate steps
to restore peace and normality
along the border. :

Foreign secretary Chokila
Iyer called Bangladesh high
commissioner Mostafa Faroque
Mohammed to South Block twice
during the day to express con-
cern. The second time was in the
evening — after news of 16 casual-
ties reached Delhi — when Iyer is-
sued a sterner message to Dhaka
to show restraint.

India is keen to prevent the

border shootouts from escalating
into a larger crisis. South Block
fears that if the security forces re-
taliate, it would sour ties with a
“friendly” neighbour and push
Dhaka to the Delhi-haters’ club of
South Asia.

With elections round the cor-
ner in Bangladesh, the Hasina go-
vernment will have little choice
but to adopt a tough anti-India
posture if violence escalates.

This has put India on slippery
diplomatic terrain, forcing it to do
a balancing act. While getting
across a firm message, Delhi has
to take care not to alienate
Bangladesh, the country India
helped create.

Foreign ministry spokesman

T

on border with friend

R.S. Jassal said: “The high com-
missioner was apprised of the
government’s serious concern
over the unwarranted action of
the Bangladesh Rifles.”

Observers said Jassal was car-
eful to avoid the phrase “sum-
moned to South Block” — used of-
ten when the Pakistan high com-
missioner is called — and chose
the milder “apprised” instead.

He added that Faroque was
asked to tell Dhaka to advise the
local authorities on the border to
avoid use of force in the interest of
“close and friendly ties between
the two countries”. He empha-
sised that the need of the hour
was “restoration of status quo
ante” and utmost restraint to de-

*ME TELEGRAPK

19 ArR 21

A Bangladeshi soldier guards two captured BSF jawans on a Dhaka-bound air force plane. (AFP)

Delhi pushes but 1s shy of shove

fuse tension along the border.

The foreign secretaries of the
two sides had met last December
and agreed to set up a joint
working group to demarcate the
border and ¢xpedite exchange of
several enclaves between the two
countries.

India and Bangladesh share
nearly 400 km of border, of which
about 7 km is disputed. Most of
the disputed territories are in the
Northeast sector.

The two sides have a frame-
work which allows them to settle
disputes at the sector comman-
der’s level. But two such meetings
—heldon Sunday and today — re-
mainec “inconclusive”.
® More reports on Page 9

» 16 jawans killed

in Bangla clash

FROMBIJOY KUMAR SHARMA
IN DHUBRIAND FARID
HOSSAIN INDHAKA

April 18: A dawn-to-dusk
battle shattered the peace on
India’s eventless eastern
border with 16 jawans of the
Border Security Force being
killed in a fierce clash with
Bangladeshi troops.

Two members of the
Bangladesh Rifles were also
killed in the battle as the two
sides blamed each other for the
flare-up on the sensitive trijunc-
tion of the Meghalaya-Assam-
Bangladesh borders.

Bangladesh said its border
guards repulsed an attack by the
BSF on itsnorthern Rowmari bor-
der. But at Assam’s Mancachar,
local MLA K.C. Boro said: “The
Bangladeshis started shelling the
area from 4 am and the fighting
was continuing till 7.30 in the
evening.” ‘

Not very far from the Bengal-
Bangladesh border, the battlefield
lies east of Pyrdiwah village in
Meghalaya where 19 BSF jawans
are locked in a standoff with Ba-
ngladeshi troops for the third day
today. BDR forces took possession
of the village on Sunday night.

Reports about casualties were
conflicting with the Indians say-
ing two BSF jawans were injured
while Dhaka disclosed that three
soldiers had been flown to the
Bangladesh capital. The bodies of
the dead Indian jawans are in the
BDR’s possession.

“We have repulsed a military
assault launched by the Indians
early Wednesday,” Maj. Gen.
Fazlur Rahman, director-general
of BDR, said.

Calling it an incursion by
India, Rahman said about 300 BSF
jawans launched the attack to cap-
ture the Baroibari border obser-

vation post at Rowmari, about 40
kilometres from the frontier dis-
trict town of Kurigram. The BDR
retaliated with machine-gun fire
as the BSF used heavy artillery
and mortar during the attack.

Bangladesh officials see the at-
tack as a backlash to the BDR’s re-
taking of Padua (Pyrdiwah in
Meghalaya) village. Bangladesh
claimed that the Indians had been
in illegal control of the village
since Bangladesh’s 1971 inde-
pendence war against Pakistan.

On the Indian side, the inspec-
tor-general of BSE, VK. Gaur,
said he failed to fathom why
Bangladesh had made such an un-
provoked attack in the sector. “Th-
ere is no dispute as Mancachar is
a well-demarcated aréa. The only
possible reason for this sort of ag-
gression could be diversionary
tactic so that our concentration is
diverted from Pyrdiwak.”

“We are baffled by the action of
Bangladesh Rifles,” an Indian
diplomat in Dhaka said. The Indi-
an high commissioner in. Dhaka,
Manilal Tripathi, was summoned
to the foreign office to be handed a
strong note of protest against the
“unprovoked attack”. The ritual
was repeated in Delhi.

Thousands of villagers fled in

_' panic as the battle raged. The first

of the shells fell in Shahpur in
Assam, BSF sources said. Local
reports said civilians from two
Meghalaya villages — Kakupara
and Thakurainbari — fled their
homes to take shelter in neigh-
bouring areas.

Local people said they heard
the boom of guns first at 2 am,
which they believed to be shelling
from across the border. Heavy
exchange of fire followed during
which the BSF took the fight to

the BDR camp in Boroibari

village, but could not hold on
toit.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi, APRIL 17. The signs are
ominous and the two sides are yet
again eyeball to eyeball in Parlia-
ment. This time over the setting up
of a JPC to probe the Tehelka ex-
pose. Despite being isolated on the
issue inside Parliament, the Con-
gress today made it clear that it
would not go back on its demand
for a JPC probe and the initiation of
a criminal probe against those
found culpable on the evidence of
the tapes. The Congress spokes-
man, Mr. Jaipal Reddy told news-
persons that the party had made a
climbdown yesterday only to pave
the way for the resumption of Par-
liament. ‘But it was not prepared
to go any further”. He also laid the
blame for the continuing impasse
on the government and accused it
of being “adamant and obdurate in
its attitude””.

The Congress today sought to
deflect criticism for being obstruc-

. tive by trying to appear reasonable

in its formulations and its position-
ing. “As the main Opposition party
we went out of our way, hoping
that the government would re-
spond positively but it is the gov-
ernment which does not want

Parliament tgr'fesume functioning’’
Mr. Reddytharged. He said the ball

was now in the government's
court. Seeking to turn the tables on
the government, he maintained
that the party was keen to get Par-
liament going as it was on putting
the government on the mat on sev-
eral issues like the defence scam,
the stock market scandal and the
plight of the farmers. “The govern-
ment not only wants to avoid such -
a situation, it is also indulging in a
massive cover-up” he said. Rub-
bishing the government’s conten-
tion that a discussion must
precede any kind of action, he said
such an argument does not hold
water. He recalled that in 1992 the
government had agreed to set ip a
JPC on the stock market scam, even
before a debate in Parliament. He
alleged that out of pique the gov-
ernment was going back on the of-
fer it had made three weeks ago.
“Mr. Mahajan had insisted that his
government was ready for a JPC,
now they are going back on it” he
said.

He derided the government for
setting up a judicial inquiry with
terms of reference which suffered
from both “under exclusion on
certain aspects and over exclusi

set up a JPC probe.
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the government was not
ordering a probe against those
named on Tehelka tapes when
the Central Bureau of
Investigation could initiate
action against Bharat Shah
and on cricket match-fixing on
the basis of audio tapes.

Mr Jaipal Reddy, Congress

spokesman, rejected the
parliamentary affairs minister, -

Mr  Pramod  Mahajan’s
suggestion to have a discussion

on Tehelka first and then seek :

a JPC probe.
The Congress spokesman
said: “There is no hard and fast

rule in the matter since Dr .

. Manmohan Singh as finance |

. minister in the Narasimha Rao |
government had first |
announced the appointment of ;
a JPC and then a discussion |
was held on the Harshad :
Mehta security scam. Why |
should the government insist .
on a discussion first and then

consider the demand for a
Joint Parliamentary Comm-
ittee probe into the Tehelk:
expose?”

National Democratic

Alliance managers said the :

government might concede if
the Congress formally asked
that a JPC probe replace the
judicial one.

The government cannot order
the replacement. Neither can
two inquiries go on
sitnultaneously, they said.

The National Democratic
Alliance is keen on a debate .

because it wants to corner the
Congress on matters like the
Central Bureau of
Investigation’s case against
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’'s private
secretary Vincent George and
the “false affidavit” given by
the  Chhattisgarh  chief

minister to secure allot. of
a petrol station. -
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Krmy chief, Govt VA

get more power

to punish officers

Syed Liaquat Ali | 3/ 0\
New Delhi, April 16 \8& \

IN A significant ruling, the
Supreme Court has armed the
Chief of Army Staff and the
Centre with powers to punish
delinquent army officers even if
their offence was three years old
to gain immunity under the
Army Act, 1950.

Widening the scope of the pro-
visions dealing with termination
of service of errant army offi-
cials, a Bench comprising Chief
Justice A § Anand, Justice R C
Lahoti and Justice Brijesh
Kumar rejected the argument
that the authorities could not
take action against them on the
ground that the court martial
proceedings have become time-
barred.

The Bench said, “We are of the
opinion that the expiry of limita-
tion under section 122 (period of
limitation for trial) of the Act
does not ipso facto take away the
exercise of power under section
19 (termination of service by the
Central Government) read with
rule 14 (termination of service
by the Central Government on
account of misconduct).”

The ruling came on two
appeals by the Centre against the
judgements of the PDelhi High
Court and the Allahabad High
Court quashing termination
orders against two captains on
the ground that the offences
enjoyed immunity under the
Army Act.

In 1978, a General Court Mar-
tial (GCM) had denied promotion
and pay to Harjeet Singh Sandhu
for three years for resorting to
third degree methods to extract

confession of a defe (?Aemploy-
ee. As aresult, the employee, who
was charged with theft, died. In
1982, the Chief of Afxmy Staff
had issued a notice to him to
show cause why his service
should not be terminated.

Similarly, in 1979, captain Har-
minder Kumar was charged with
discrepancies in respect of
stocks of Fuel Petroleum Depot,
Leh. In 1984, the Chief of Army
Staff had issued a show notice to
him as to why his service should
not be terminated.

Representing the Army, addi-
tional Solicitor General Altaf
Ahmad contended that the
defence services under the law
were treated separately. He said a
cautious approach should be
taken for interpreting legal pro-
visions in view of the country’s
security.

The additional Solicitor Gen-
eral further pleaded that the pro-
vision of period of limitation for
trial would not come in the way
of Central Government or the
Chief of Army Staff for taking
action against the army officials,
even after the trial by a Court
Martial.

Dismissing the High Courts’
judgements, the apex court said
the authorities’ powers to termi-
nate army officials on charges of
misconduct were open to judicial
review, when they were based on
extraneous grounds.

The Bench said: “Even if some
of the material, on which the
action is taken, is found to be
irrelevant, the court would still
not interfere so }lgng as there is
some relevant pfaterial available
on which ion can be sus-
tained.”

!
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Defence minis

. Qf'/
SRINJOY CHOUDHURY -
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aprii 9. — A
committee is re-examining the
possibility of more interaction
between defence ministry and
Services officials with
journalists, about 15 years
after the Bofors scandal broke
out, following which reporters
were virtually banned from
entering the defence wing.

A committee, headed by an
additional secretary to the
defence ministry and including
two major-generals, a rear
admiral and an air vice-
marshal, have held two
meetings to discuss the issue,
the second last week.

The decision was taken after
the Subrahmanyam committee
report on the Kargil conflict

Copmr

called for better interaction
between the ministry and the
media. It said the defence
ministry’s media management
had to improve.

The initial proposal had come
from the then defence minister,
Mr George Fernandes, who
invited the former defence
ministry principal information

officer and director (publi¢

relations), Mr I Ramamohan
Rao, to be part of the
committee. The official in
charge of the ministry’s public
relations too is in the team.
The “ban” on reporters not
being allowed to meet ministry
bureaucrats and Services
officers assumed ridiculous
proportions after the Tehelka

GLASNOST IN THE TIME OF TEHELKA?

plans media o

sting operation that showed
how easy it was to meet people,
including top Army officers.
Ministry officials said no
decision on a “glasnost” had yet
been taken. Nor could anyone be
sure of openness in the near
future after Mr Jaswant Singh
took over the portfolio and
brought in the former Union
minister, Mr Arun Singh, as ad-
visor and journalist, BG Ver-
ghese, to deal with the media.
As part of the “openness”
programme, two long meetings
with the press were recently
organised, largely to counter
the charges made in the
Tehelka tapes. The first dealt
with the Army’s acquisition
process of military hardware

1 APR Wt

re

fensive

with particular focus on the T-
90 tank and the purchase of
specialised ammunition deals. " .

The first went off well for the
ministry to have a similar
meeting on Barak with top |
Navy officers.

Officials conceded the second
press meeting was a disaster
for media managers.

For, reporters asked tough ;.
questions and  officials’
admission of lack  of
transparency in Russia was a |
public relations setback. |

“We've realised that the |
meetings can’t be structured |
and people will ask questions. |
And some defence personnel L
may not be used to such |
meetings,” one official said, It’s '
not - known whether any !

|
|

deeision to discontinue the

meetings has been taken. |



Andaman

"

s may have

fri-service command

SRINJOY CHOUDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 8. — A
strengthened tri-service com-
mand in the Andaman and Nic-
obar Islands, to be directly
overseen by a chief of defence
staff, is under serious consider-
ation by the Centre.
At present, a FORTRAN - a
- sort of Fortress Andamans-
exists but the Indian Air Force
unofficially pulled out of it four
years ago. The IAF now over-
sees the area from its Southern
Command in the mainland.
The new command, which will
be headed by a commander-in-
chief of lieutenant-general
rank or its equivalent in rota-
tion by all three services, may
come up very soon. When that
happens, the IAF will form a
part of this command, sources
said. The commander-in-chief

will report to the CDS.

Unconfirmed reports say the
first CDS is likely to be Admi-
ral Sushil Kumar, the present
Navy chief. Admiral Kumar,
the senior-most of the three
chiefs, has long been consid-
ered the likely choice. In Port
Blair at the momént, he was
unavailable for comment.

“We are thinking of a tri-serv-
ice command in the Andamans
to counter the low-grade prob-
lems including poaching, pira-
cy, drugs and arms smuggling
in the area. The Army and the
Navy are already there and the
IAF, which has a few helicop-
ters there, will come back,” a
senior official said. The Coast
Guard could also come under
the new command. This is the
first step towards a unified
command. If successful, it
would lead to more integration.
“Though no final decision has

been made, a senior vice-admi-
ral of the Navy could be the
first commander-in-chief of the
joint Far Eastern Command, if
it'’s finally called that. Army
sources agreed the first chief
could be a vice-admiral as “the
Navy has the maximum assets
there.”,

The first discussions on a Far
Eastern Naval Command came
up about five years ago when
Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat was
the Navy chief. It was expected
to be a “surveillance command”
and keep an eye on the activi-
ties of the Chinese navy in
Myanmar. Mr George Fer-
nandes, then defence minister,
had officially announced that
the command would be set up.

But the FORTRAN, headed by
a vice-admiral even now, was
not upgraded into a naval com-
mand. '

There was a fear that the Na- likely.

J PR

vy did not have enough ships
and submarines to have a third

.operational command. More

importantly, there were pro-
tests from some South-east
Agian countries that feit
threatened.

The tri-service command idea
came up again after the Kargil
war. One recommendation to
the government was the forma-
tion of a tri-service command
under a chief of defence staff.
The Group of Ministers, headed
by the home minister, Mr LK
Advani, recommended the ap-
pointment of a CDS to oversee
nuclear forces and surveillance
assets. A Cabinet clearance,
considering the composition of
the GOM- the home, external
affairs, defence and finance
ministers- and the seriousness
with which they dealt with the
project— is copsidered very
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‘GSLV slated for
April 18 relaunch

i l -
Bangalore, April 7

INDIA'S GEO-SYNCHRONDUS
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-
D1) would be re-launched on
April 18, three weeks after its
tirst test flight was aborted at Sri-
harikota.

Announcing the revised sched-
ule, Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro) said the win-
dow for the launch would extend
upto April 25. The first launch
attempt on March 28 was aborted
just a second before lift-off after
it was detected that one of the
strap-on boosters did not develop
the required thrust.

The vehicle was safely dis-
armed immediately after the
mission was aborted, as worked
out in advance in such contigen-
cies and the systems were
brought into action to protect it.

It has now been found that
defective plumbing in the oxidis-
er flow line of the engine result-
ed in the strap-on booster not

/

£
developing the required thrust,
an Isro rglease said. This had
escaped detection during testing
and resulted in reduced flow of
oxidiser to the engine, it added.

Isro said the anomalous
engine is being replaced with a
standby engine but added that all
other systems of the vehicle were
found to be healthy. Isro said, it
carried out a detailed analysis of
the data obtained during the five
seconds’ operation of the four
strap-on motors during the
countdown sequence, examina-
tion of the records of engines,
tear down analysis of the disas-
sembled engine and the exten-
sive simulations.

Based on the review of video
pictures and other data, the
release concluded that the fire
spreading over one of the strap-
on boosters was only due to the
burning of foam insulation pads
and was incidental and has

caused no damage to the vehicle.
r-
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Navy arguments on spares

offend th; De

GAURAV C. SAWANT
NEW DELH!, APRILS

t L‘itnl;e
Ministry of Defénce (MoD) with some offici ing
offence at the Navy’s defence of spares purchpses.

“The Navy says it never knew if the spares being
bought were new or vintage. There is a Directorate
General of Quality Assurance (DGQA)whose task is
to check if the quality of purchases meets the norms.
The Navy has its own inspection wing too. What
were they doing ?” an official said.

“Secondly, every contract, including those for
spares, has a 12-month warranty clause. Within 12
months from the date of shipment, the wares could
be returned if quality is not up to the mark. This
clause was never invoked even after the Soviet
Union collapsed.” ‘

The DGQA has a separate section of Naval offi-
cerswho check if qualitative requirements have been
met before clearing the shipment for use. A former

Rear Admiral said if officers are unable to work, then

the wing should be disbanded. .

According to sources, the Russian Presidential
decree dil not prohibit purchase of non-lethal
spares.

“The decree anyway came into existence only in
1995. It channelled the sale of sensitive armament,
veapon system and ammunition.

There was never a ban on purchase of spares

fence Ministry

from the original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs),” sources said.

The Navy did send three logistic§ delegatxons
(Logdels) to Russia in 1994, ’95-and 97 —led by a
joint secretary and with,an additional finance advisor
s member — to conchude deals,

“Were these high-ranking officers leading dele-
gations for garage sales? In these years, around 200,
contracts worth Rs 300 crore were concluded and
most with OEMS,” the official said.

In fact, Naval officers concede that after the ool~
lapse, the MoD did not show foresight and procure
plenty of spares that were avaxlable in bulk, at throw-
away prices.

“At that time, spares were available in bulk and
even offered cheaply. But we missed the boat,”
sources said.

While senior Naval headquarters officials agree
with Vice Admiral Arun Prakash, chief of person-
nel (CoP), when he says the Navy was offered the
same spares for $15 and $3,000, an official asked
how Rear Admiral Suhas Purohit put comparative
prices in his petmon and the Navy failed to calcu-
late it?

“Obyviously, there is somebody who is turning
Nelson’s eye to the problem,” the official said. Puro-
hit, in his petition, has mentioned that on February
3,1995, a spare part — HP air manual throttle —was
bought for Rs 36,704. Within 10 days, two more of
the same were ordered for Rs 3,67,004. //
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" _No decision

yet on

CDS ‘appointriient’

By Our Special Correspondent

~ NEW DELH!, APRIL 12. The Govern-

ment today said it had not taken a
decision on appointment of the
Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral
Sushil Kumar, as the country's
first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).

Reacting to reports in a section
of the press, a Defence Ministry
statement today clarified that “no
such decision has been taken.”

“The recommendations of the
Group of Ministers (GoM) for cre-
ation of the post of CDS as well as
other recommendations are be-
ing processed for approval of the
Government”, it added.

“Further action” would be tak-
en only after the Government ap-
proved the formation of the post
of CDS, the statement said.

While internal meetings in the
Defence Ministry suggested that
Admiral Sushil Kumar was the
front-runner for the post, a final
decision and announcement for
the appointment of the CDS
could be expected only later in
the month, Government sources
said. More internal consultations

especially among the services, in-
cluding the Indian Air Force {(IAF)
may be required before the Gov-
ernment makes its announce-.

ment. 9( o é) " “, E,wu_%
Meanwhile, Vpréparatory wor

relating to the creation of the post
of the CDS and associated strue-
tures, prior to the final approval
of the Government, is in full
swing.

The CDS is expected to be as-
sisted by the tri-service Vice-Chief
of Defence Staff (VCDS) who will
head the in-house think tank
which will analyse threat percep-
tions and chart out defence plans
accordingly.

The GoM us understood to
have suggested the creation of
two posts of the rank of Deputy
Chiefs of Defence Staff. A tri-scr-
vice Defence Intelligence Agency
(DIA) is also expected to be
formed to assist the CDS.

The appointment of the CDS
will address the services' long-
term demand for integration in
the Government's top decision-
making hierarchy on national se-
curity.

d
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/ Admiral Sush|| Kumar to be first 6DS

By Atul Aneja 9 Q g N M"’

NEW DELHI, APRIL 11. The Chief of
Naval Staff, Admiral Sushil Ku-
mar, will become India’s first
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) and
will head the country’ nuclear
forces.

Highly-placed defence sources
said that the decision to name
Adm. Sushil Kumar as the CDS
was taken on Monday. As CDS, he
will become a single-point mili-
tary adviser to the Government
and command the country’s nu-
clear assets.

Three considerations went in
his favour. First, Adm. Sushil Ku-
mar is the seniormost in the tri-
service hierarchy. Since the CDS
is designated as the “‘first among
equals” when compared to the
three service chiefs who are also
four-star Generals, it is only nat-
ural that the seniormost among
them would be appointed to the

| coveted post.

Second, by appointing Adm.
Sushil Kumar who retires in De-

¢ cember as the CDS, the Govern-

ment has ensured that it does not
displease either of the three ser-
vices. In fact, the present Chief of
Army Staff, Gen. S. Padmanab-
han, who will be the seniormost
tri-service officer at the time of
Adm. Sushil Kumar's retirement,
is likely to hold the country’s nu-

ar reins for a longer duration.

By this appointment, the Gov-
ernment has also signalled to the
ofﬁcers of the ‘“smaller servic-

— the Navy and the Indian Air
Force — that they are on a par
with the Army in the race for the
CDS post.

This is expected to promote the
principle of “fairness” and im-
prove inter-services coordinatio-

n.In the debate which preceded ..

the decision, all three services
agreed that the Vice-Chief of De-
fence (VCDS), who will be the
right-hand man of the CDS,
should have an assured tenure
and should not be “disturbed” for
other tasks.

The VCDS will be a key adviser
of the CDS and will head a tri-
service ‘‘think- tank”, which will
analyse the short and long-term
threats to national security.

Heading the tri-service defence
planning wing, he will work in
tandem with the chief of a newly-
created Defence Intelligence
Agency (DIA).
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//We have right to build

defences in J&K: India

By 0 pecial Correspondent

NEW DERHI, APRIL 3. Citing sponsor-
ship of cross-border terrorism by
Pakistan, India today asserted its
right t¢ construct “‘defensive
structures” in Jammu and Kash-
mir as and when required.
Rejecting Pakistan's objections
on the construction of defences
by India on what it described as a
“working boundary”, a Foreign
Office spokesman said decisions
on military defences in the State
were purely dictated by security
considerations. He also dismissed
as incorrect the Pakistani descrip-

! tion of a section of the Interna-

" tional Boundary as a “working

boundary”.

Official sources pointed out
that the entire Indo-Pak. border
along Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab
and including a a 210-km. seg-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir was

“settled” and internationally rec-
ognised as the IB. The alignment
running for around 740 km. in the
rest of Jammu and Kashmir from
the point where the IB terminates
is called the Line of Control. This
alignment though jointly sur-
veyed by Indian and Pakistani ex-
perts is yet to be mutually agreed
by the two Governments.

The LoC ends at a location
called Pt.NJ 9842, and the stretch
from there to the Indira Col, a
pass on the Siachen Glacier, is the
Actual Ground Position Line. Pa-
kistan, according to sources, de-
scribes only the 210-km. Kashmir
segment of the IB as the working
boundary as it does not recognise
the State a part of India. It has,
therefore, not intervened in the
positioning of Indian defences in-
cluding the construction of a bor-
der fence along the IB in Punjab
and Rajasthan.

Rejecting the Pakistani descrip-
tion, the spakesman said the term
“working boundary” could not be
applied .o ““any part of the India-
Pakistan boundary, including the
stretch in Jammu and Kashmir.”

He emphasised that the con-
struction of defensive structures
along the IB in Jammu and Kash-
mir and in other sectors was un-
dertaken from time to time, Citing
cross-border infiltrations by Pa-
kistan, he said “‘our forces will
continue to construct such defen-
sive structures as are needed.”

The spokesman also dismissed
Pakistan’s allegations of ‘“‘unpro-
voked firing” by Indian security |
forces along the IB segment in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Pakistani allegations were
“false and baseless”, he said add-
ing “our security forces are acting
with great responsibility and dis-

playing exemplary restraint.” i



Navy defends
Barak deal ..

HT Correspondent H /’\ .

New Delhi, April 4

THE NAVY has defended the
acquisition of the Barak anti-
missile defence system, saying it
had been approved after evalua-
tion of competitive bids from
several countries including
France, Britain and the USA.

A joint delegation of the
DRDO and Navy had witnessed
successful trials of the system in
the Mediterranean Sea in 1995
and the then Defence Minister,
Sharad Pawar, had approved its
induction. D ~ D

The BaraK system had been
installed aboard the aircraft car-
rier INS Viraat in 1997, Vice-
Admiral Arun Prakash, chief of
personnel at Naval Headquar-
ters, told a press conference. Six
more such systems were
acquired in the post-Kargil peri-
od after approval by the Cabinet
Committee on Security in March
2000.

The Naval officer parried
guestions on the legal aspects of
the deal and delved in the opera-
tional parts. “The inquiry com-
mittee set up by the Government
under the retired Supreme Court
judge will look into every aspect
of the matter. We consider the
matter sub-judice,” he said.

The new information consul-
tant to the Defence Minister, BG
Verghese,

said the Mi is\ry will examine
the Central Vigilance Commis-
sion’s report] on the major
defence deals of the last 10 years
submitted to Jaswant Singh last
Saturday. “Action on it would be
outlined in due course,” he said.

Officials said the Barak sys-
tems had been acquired after the
Navy had projected way back in
1988 for the adoption of the
Trishul surface-to-air shipborne
missile systems. In 1992, the need
for it was felt acutely after
reports that Pakistan had
acquired similar systems and

w LeAant, “slippage was detected in the

Trishul programme.

Verghese said New Delhi had
taken up with Moscow at a ‘polit-
icallevel’ the question of stream-
lining the supply of defence
spares by eliminating agents.
Under the existing system,
India was forced under Presiden-
tial decree to deal with designat-
ed arms agents but efforts
were on to establish direct
supply chains from manufactur- -
ers.

On allegations made by former
Navy chief, Admiral Vishnu
Bhagwat, and Rear Admiral, SV
Purohit, on Russian spares being
bought at exorbitant prices, Vice-
Admiral Prakash said: “The
Navy hardly had the means to
judge whether the spares offered
were of genuine quality and if

the price was right”. /



HERE ARE indications that\a Chief

of Defence Staff (CDS)\would be

nominated by the Go

This would probably be the most
dramatic outcome of the deliberdtions of
the Group of Ministers who e ctively
form the National Security Council.

The Task Forces which had been ap-
pointed consequent to the Kargil Inquiry
Report have completed their work. The
Group of Ministers has discussed them at
some length. Not unexpectedly, recom-
mendations now available with the Gov-
ernment have shown the extent of change
which needs to brought about in the
country’s security management appara-
tus.

The first response of any bureaucracy to
the prospect of change would be to resist
it. The Cabinet would have to choose be-
tween spending time and energy chang-
ing the security structures in the face of
organisational resistance, and finding an
easy way out. Apparently, the Govern-
ment views the CDS as an easy and dra-
matic enough step to claim credit on a
meaningful security initiative.

As the Kargil report and a host of others
before it have concluded, existing ar-
rangements do not correspond to the
range of security challenges India is fac-
ing. The task forces appointed to examine
the defence, internal security, border
management and intelligence apparatus
have by all accounts recommended sub-
stantial changes in structures, processes
and accountability. Going by past experi-
ence, it would be anticipating the impos-
sible to expect any government, including
the security-conscious BJP-led one, to im-
plement even half of the changes which
are needed. The inherent inertia in gov-
erning structures, and comfort levels of
major players with existing hierarchical
arrangements are obstacles which even
the Cabinet Committee for Security finds
difficult to overcome. The political and fi-
nancial costs involved in bringing about
major structural changes will also chal-
lenge the already stretched skills of the
Finance Minister.

The Government is under pressure to
demonstrate action on the changes re-
quired after the Kargil experience. It is al-
so unable to bring itself to fully implement
the recommendations of the Task Forces

By V. R. Raghavan

A Chief of Defence Staff can set the trend in obtaining a
better balance between the strategic objectives of the
Cabinet and the operational needs of the three services.

it had appointed. Caught between the
parliamentary questioning which would
hopefully follow on the subject and the
limited choices available to it, the Govern-
ment will most likely take the easiest way
out.

The easiest route would be to initiate
measures which least disturb the existing
arrangements. That is where the CDS
would come in. The appointment will
keep undisturbed the separate operation-
al hierarchy of the Army, the Navy and the
Air Force. It will not bring about the over-
due integration of the Ministry of Defence
with the three services. It may even facil-
itate a further raise in the status of the
Defence Secretary in the hierarchy of sec-
retaries. It will, however, create a major
new appointment in whose purpose the
media in India and abroad would read
many deep insights. The CDS will convey
different meanings to many interested
elements. It can become another example
of constructive ambiguity on which Indi-
an governments have prided themselves.
As in the case of the Indian nuclear doc-
trine, the CDS will be visible without the
need to be credible.

The appointment of the CDS is not as
important as the authority which would
be invested in him. If the appointment is
to obtain for the Government a high value
advice on defence matters, the CDS needs
to be invested with the appropriate au-
thority over the defence services. It would
involve having the Army, Navy and Air
Force headquarters reporting to him and
receiving directions from him. That would
allow the CDS to present to the Cabinet an
integrated tri-service view on defence is-
sues. This is the essential nature of advice
which the Cabinet needs in the years
ahead. It is the accepted norm in all mod-
ern armed forces. Such an arrangement is,
however, a major departure from the
command and control structure in India.
The Chiefs of the three services are not
going to be amenable to this arrangement.
They have good reasons to object to the
change, since it leaves the Ministry of De-

fence out of the required restructuring.

They would justifiably want to see the
Ministry integrated with officers from the
three services placed in it. That is by all
logic needed, but by all accounts not go-
ing to happen. Without it, the three ser-
vices are unlikely to be willing to
restructure themselves to suit the CDS ini-
tiative. The idea of integrated theatre
commands is also not going to be accept-
ed on the same grounds.

It appears that the Government wishes
to appoint a CDS but does not find itself in
a position to integrate the Ministry of De-
fence or reorganise the command and
control of the defence services. The CDS
will therefore be no more than a symbolic
change. It would merely signify a desire to
upgrade the hierarchical arrangements.
The CDS without effective control over
the defence services can hardly advise the
Cabinet on tri- service plans and require-
ments. If he does, and the advice is unac-
ceptable to one or more of the service
chiefs, the Cabinet would be faced with an
invidious situation. The record of manag-
ing a much smaller difference of opinion
in the past has not been encouraging, as
witnessed in the dismissal of the last Chief
of the Navy. The Cabinet cannot therefore
hope to task the CDS and expect him to
initiate and implement any long-term
changes in defence matters.

If the CDS is nominated despite the lim-
itations listed above, some gains can still
be had from creating the appointment.
The CDS arrangement has been worked in
many countries and there is no single and
perfect model for it. The Indian experi-
ment can be allowed to evolve in a delib-
erate and planned manner. If the CDS is
allowed the necessary stature and respon-
sibility the experiment can produce very
worthwhile results. The CDS in India can
therefore be entrusted with meaningful
responsibility, even if he is not given the
direct chain of command of the defence
services. There are a number of issues re-
lated to the nuclear deterrent which still
require clarity and cohesion. The linkage

+v Chiet of Defénce Staff

between the politico-strategic nature of
the deterrent and the operational plans of
the defence services is one area which can
be entrusted to the CDS. The command,
control, communication and intelligence
aspects of the nuclear deterrent can be
developed through the CDS. He would be
best suited to advise the Government on
the defence services’ point of view, a crit-
ical input if the need for applying the nu-
clear deterrent ever arises. The Joint
Services Command envisaged for the is-
land territories of the country can be put
into effect by the CDS. He can assist in
greatly improving the joint operations as-
pects of the three services.

The major restructuring involved in the
recommendations of the Task Forces is
best undertaken in a phased manner
spread over some years. The CDS will pro-
vide the needed continuity in bringing
about the changes. He can set the trend in
obtaining a better balance between the
strategic objectives of the Cabinet and the
operational needs of the three services.

As for the person to be chosen to be-
come the first CDS, the Government is
fortunate in the conjunction of person-
alities available at the moment. The cur-
rent Chief of the Navy is the senior
amongst the three defence chiefs and is
therefore also the Chairman of the Chief
of Staff Committee. He would be best suit-
ed to finalise and set into place the Theat-
re Command visualised for the island
territories of Andaman & Nicobar. He was
at one time the force commander on the
islands. He is not far from retiring and his
elevation as CDS, with a two year tenure
for the CDS, will set the appropriate norm
for selecting future incumbents for the
task. In the Indian context, experience as a
Chief of the service should be an essential
criteria for being appointed the CDS. If the
CDS is to succeed, it would be wiser to
ensure that one amongst the serving
chiefs is usually chosen for the appoint-
ment. It would be wiser still to evolve a
role for him in consultation with the chiefs
of the defence services. The Government
can do no better than to put its weight
behind making the CDS concept a suc-
cess. That will require strengthening civil
military equations, by invelving the CDS
in the security related deliberations of the

Cabinet on a permanent basis. \



" Air vice-chief in
Israel to clinch deal

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY . LP/\\ ALK
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE (2: \Y ST 1
rael to

NEW DELHI, April 2. - India is negotiating with
purchase hi-tech weapons for the Indian Air Force, including the
Phalcon airborne early warning system, air-to-air refuelling
equipment and also unmanned aerial vehicles.

An IAF delegation headed by the Vice-Chief of Air Staff, Air

Marshal Vinod Patney, left for Tel-Aviv last Saturday for a week-
long visit, sources said. It is the first trip to Israel by a senior Air !

Force official since the visit by Air Chief Marshal SK Sareen, '
then Air Force chief, five years ago. The talks are likely to be very |

significant as the IAF has been looking for an airborne-warning
system for nearly a decade. The DRDO was preparing one on an l

Avro but it crashed during a demonstration flight.
Following sanctions imposed on India after Pokhran II, Israel -
and the Phalcon - was one of the few options. Israel has already

sold the Phalcon to China and talks have been going on about a
possible purchase for a while. An airborne warning system is im-
portant as it will allow the IAF more time to detect enemy air- -

craft and direct interceptors or missiles towards them. During a
recent visit, Mr Shimon Peres, top Israeli official, had denied
there was any American (or other) pressure on Israel over the
sale of the Phalcon to India.

The IAF has been looking for air-to-air refuelhng equipment.
The Air Force has the plane - the Russian-made IL-76 - but the
equipment, a great force-multiplier, has been on the wish-list for
a while. The air-to-air refuelling capacity will ensure IAF planes
have a longer reach. It could ensure the nuclear-capable Sukhoi-
30 aircraft has the potential té strike deeper into enemy territory
than it actually can. The extra reach could be useful as a deter-
rent against China, experts say.

- Israel has already supplied UAVs to the Indian Army in recent

. times. The IAF is also looking for such equipment. The UAV, ac-
tually tiny pilotless planes, are useful for surveillance. The Her-
on, a UAV, is a possibility.
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7 Tapes reveal weakness
in.system: Advani ”

AGENCIES MQ% N
T 7

KOCHI, April 1. - Union home
minister, Mr L K Advani, today
said the Tehelka tapes revealed
a “weakness” in the system and
its “vulnerability” at various
points.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference with former defence
minister, Mr George Fer-
nandes, here, he said that for
the first time, the government
had accepted that the tapes
“revealed a weakness in the
system and its vulnerability
at various points.”

Even the Prime Minister,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, had
said the episode was a ‘wake
up call’, he said.

Advani said unlike previous
governments, the BJP-led
NDA government had initi-
ated prompt action after the
expose and ordered a judicial
enquiry.

Asked if Tehelka tapes could
be written off totally as “rub-
bish talk by some under the

influence of liquor,” Mr Fer-
nandes said a lot of things
which were said may not have
been under the influence of
liquor.

The commission of inquiry
would go into it, he added.

Later addressing an NDA
rally here tonight, Mr Advani
said the Chief Vigilance Com-
missioner’s report on pur-
chase of weapons since 1989
will be an “eye opener” for the
country when it is presented
in the Parliament.
The Union home minister
said the report had already
been submitted to the defence
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh
in Delhi yesterday.
He said although the Tehel-
ka tapes did not raise scandal
on defence purchases or ac-
cused any minister in the Un-
ion Cabinet of accepting
bribes in defence deals, it
had revealed the existence of
a “faulty system” at the Cen-
tre.

“We inherited the system

THE STATESMAN

- 1 APR 2

from the Congress, which had
ruled the country for 4§ years
and we cannot change it in
three years,” he added.

The government has treated
the Tehelka tapes as a “wake-
up call” even though it was
“fictitious” and responded
immediately by taking
corrective measures, he poin- -
ted out.

Mr Advani said the Con-
gress, which demanded the
resignation of the NDA gov-
ernment on the Tehelka is-

sue, had not cared to order

any fruitful inquiry into
scores of scandals involving
crores of rupees when it was
in power.

Such a party was now trying
to paint the armed forces, the
government and even democ-
racy with a black brush on
the issue.

The home minister called
upon the Congress president,
Mrs Sonia GandhiZ®o apolo-

gise to Mr Vaj yhf
)

ing him a *



/ Prithvi testflred/
successfully ‘

L \ \\ "\ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 'B, (h\i\’ \

\
BALASORE, Mar 1. - India’s medium range surface-to- :
surface missile, Prithvi, was successfully test fired from the \
interim test range at Chandlpur -on-Sea, about 15 km from |
here today.

Mounted on a mobile 8x8 tatra transporter erector launch-
er, the indigenously developed 8.56 metre high and one metre
thick sleek missile was blasted off at about 11.30 a.m., ITR
sources said.

The main objective of today’s flight mission was to gauge the
propulsion parameters of the missile, which for the first
time was put to trial on a solid instead of a liquid fuel
system.

The ITR sources described today’s test flight as a routine
work of the Defence Research and Development Organisation
for India’s integrated guided missile development programme.

The mission objective of the trial would be fully known after
analysing various datas, they added.

Today’s flight trial of Prithvi was tracked by a network of ra-
dar, optical tracking telescope, three telemetry stations and a
naval ship located in the Bay of Bengal closer to the impact
point.

Powered by liquid propellant, with latest on-hoard -comput-
er and an advanced inertia navigation system\Prithvi can be
fired on targets located at a minimum distance of 40 km and
take just 300 seconds to reach its target at a distance of 150
km.

It had a launch weight of 4.6 tonnes which included one
tonne pay load.

However, if the pay load is halved 1t can hit the tarﬁet up-
to 250 km range, the sources said. = :

The DRDO has conducted 14 flight trials of the army yeiston~
of the missile before carrying out two usey trials on 4 and 6
June 1994 from the ITR. /

The first flight trial was carried out on 22 February 1988 at
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. / ’



/’Bourd will hasten defence deal’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 30. — The
creation of procurement board,
announced by the defence min-
istry recently, will help reduce
the time taken to buy major
weapons systems, the Army
deputy chief of staff, Lt-Gen SS
Mehta, said today.

He said the interaction on ex-
pensive but important purcha-
ses at the board level would re-
duce “time delays.” The board
could also help reduce costs,
even military costs. He said the
creation of the board would
hasten decision-making.

Lt-Gen Mehta today headed a
detailed and elaborate effort to
explain the process of discus-
sions and decision-making by
the Army and the ministry of
defence before a major weapon-
system is purchased. It ap-

. peared to be the beginning of a
' news-management exercise to
reduce the negative impact of
the Tehelka expose which sug-
gested that senior Army and
defence ministry officials would
purchase arms even  if these
" aren’t good enough or necessa-
ry. So far, the Army has sus-
pended one Major-General and
instituted a court of inquiry
against several others. The de-
fence ministry has also taken
action against some officials.

The ministry’s newly-appoin-
ted consultant, Mr BG Vergh-
ese (journalist), participated in
the briefing. The Army ex-
plained how normal purchases
are made and made specific ref-
erence to the acquisition of the
T-90 tank from Russia and a la-
ser-guided shell for the artille-
ry. When it was pointed out
that major cuts were taken on
small purchases of stores and
not, more ‘glamorous’ deals, of-
ficers said it was the subject for
another discussion. Ministry of-
ficials could not clarify whether
64 middlemen were blacklisted
after the Bofors scam and said
deals did not involve middle-
men.

Explaining the procurement
system, Lt-Gen Mehta said rea-
sons to look for a certain weap-

. on depended on threat assess-

8

Delhi Congress woman members demonstrate in front of the Parliament on Friday demanding
the Prlme Minister” 5 remgnatmn - APIPTI

ments, force ratio, prevalhng
security security scenario,
availability of funds and the
current state of research and
development.

Purchases, he said, were part
of the five-year modernisation
plan, annual plan and the de-
cision to buy equipment is
usually approved at the chief’s
level after discussions. Such
decisions are flexible, he said,
because change in priorities,
new additions, obsolescence,
enemy plans, availablity of
funds and changes in threat
perception.

The changes can take place
because of events like the Kar-
gil war- because of which cer-
tain kind of mountain-warfare
equipment was necessary.

The general said 80 per cent of
equipment imported by the Ar-
my was bought from Russia,
with the equipment performing
to specifications. After the post-

Pokhran sanctions, “options
have narrowed further,” he
said.

He explained that require-
ments were usually suggested
by the general staff and the
joint staff. Deciding what
equipment could be sent for tri-
al was a complicated affair be-

cause various departments, in--

cluding military operations and
quality assurance, are in-
volved. Eventually, the clear-
ance for trials come from the
highest level.

Procurement is an issue when
the Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation does
not or cannot develop a system
and there is an urgent opera-
tional need. The weapon can be
identified in different ways and
the factors involved in selecting
the weapon are its operational
characteristics, and issues rela-
ted to technology, inventory,
maintainability, induction

Yo < T EY
ppArey \TESH:

schedule and costs.

Once the Army HQ ap-
proaches the ministry, vendors
are shortlisted and trials, usu-
ally at no cost-no commitment,
begin. The trials are held at dif-
ferent terrains and all repre-
sentatives are present. After
the trials, separate reports
reach Army HQ. Sometimes,
retrials are necessary as the
equipment is necessary and at
times, a waiver of certain re-
quirements is recommended.
After approval, the deputy chief
forwards the demand to the de-
fence ministry which along
with its financial wing, evalu-
ate the system and begin price-
negotiations.

The presentation appeared to
suggest that one or two rogues
cannot affect the purchase of a
major weapon system and
there were too many checks
and balances to ensure there
would be no short-circuits.

B

Deal with Ru331an
firm approved

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 30. — The
defence minister today approved
the proposal to buy sophisticated
artillery ammunition from KBP
Tula, a Russian firm. Mr Jas-
want Singh granted the approval
on the advice of top military offi-
cers even though the trials were
partly successful, Army sources
said.

This was one of the controver-
sial defence deals the Army
spoke about today, the other be-

ing the T-90 tank deal.

Top Army officers said the am-
munition, already acquired by
Pakistan, was very accurate as it

/

Mr-Jaswant-Singh

is guided by laser beams. Only two companies, Martin Marietta
of the USA and KBP Tula, make the shells. It was very success-
ful during a trial at Pokhran in 1999 but trials in Kargil just be-
fore the war showed they were unsuitable for high-altitude war-

height).

" fare (shells were found to move in a different dlrectlon at that

The Russian firm then asked the Centre to give them some tlme
to carry out modifications. While the war was still continuing,
the Cabinet approved the purchase of a large number of shells
and laser designators but the approval was conditional of success

in trials.

The 1999 October trial were partly successful but the range was
considered too small. The trials were more successful in Ladakh
and officers at the division, corps and command level called for
selective induction of the ammunition. The directorate of artille-

ry also cleared the induction.

It was then that Mr George Fernandes cleared the deal and the
equipment was purchased. This, Army officers said, happened in

only three or four cases.

About the T-90 deal, officers said the tanks was considered af-
ter Pakistan upgraded their T-59 tanks and purchased the T-85

from China.

Pakistan was also buying tanks from Ukraine and developing
the Khalid with Chinese help. Meanwhile, DRDO’s tank, Arjun,

was delayed.

It was evaluated in Russia and later trials were conducted in
the Thar desert in the summer of 1999. After a series of exhaus-
tive and apparently fool-proof trials there were recommendations
from brigade, division, corps that the tank be purchased. The di-
rector-general, mechanised forces, also agreed as did the direc-
torate-general of quality assurance and the electrical and me-

chanical engineers.

The T-90 was possibly discussed today as Mr HD Deve Gowda
had cautioned against its purchase without proper trials. He had

also spoken of buying the cheaper T-72S instead

e T-90




AFernandes okayed Krasgopql,dﬁal’(\

By Atul Aneja y() A

NEW DELHI, MARCH 30. The former
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, used his discretion to
clear the deal for the Russian la-
ser-guided Krasnopol shells, even
after shortcomings were discov-
ered during high-altitude trials.
/a a press conference, a panel

eaded by the Deputy Chief of Ar-
my Staff (Planning and Systems),
Lt. Gen. §.S. Mehta, said Mr. Fer-
nandes exercised his ‘“‘waiver” au-
thority to facilitate the deal on the
recommendations of the North-
ern Command. The controversial
deal featured prominently in the
Tehelka tapes, which alleged that
it was pushed through by a mid-
dleman.

While acknowledging some
limitations of the shells, meant for
the Bofors howitzers, the North-
ern Command, in February 2000,
felt their acquisition, when con-
sidered in ‘“totality”, would be
beneficial. A final order for the
shells, meant for use in the plains
and high-altitude areas, was
placed on August 21, 2000. The
Army had earlier stipulated that
procurement was possible only if
the shells performed satisfactorily
both in the plains as well as in the
mountains.

Elaborating on the negotia-
tions, the panel said the require-
ment of such shells was felt
around 1998. Since India was fac-
ing post-Pokhran sanctions, the

only rival to the Krasnop? shefls,
manufactured by Martin-Mariet-
ta of the U.S., was not in the reck-
oning. The Krasnopol trials were
consequently held in Pokhran in
February 1999. Three rounds
were fired and all of them secured
direct hits on a dummy tank and a
bunker.

While they were successful in
the plains, difficulties were en-
countered during high-altitude
trials, which began in the Kar-
buthang range in Ladakh in Feb-
ruary-March, 1999. The trial was a
failure as the rounds, fired at an
altitude of 3,700 m, missed their
targets.

Since they were never fired at
high altitudes abroad, the manu-
factures sought time to fine-tune
their system. Besides, they sug-
gested that to enhance accuracy
in the mountains, the firing pro-
cedures be suitably altereil,

The next round of trials took
place in October 1999. Of the four
rounds fired, two missed their tar-
gets. In the light of this partial
success, it was decided that a new
venue be selected as the Karbuth-
ang range was too small. The
much-larger Mahe range was
then used for the next round of
trials in November 1999, which
was successful.

While it was acknowledged that
the shells might not be successful
in the mountains under all condi-
tions, the Northern Army Com-

THE }INTY
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mander, Commander of the 14
Corps in Leh and Commander of
the infantry division in Ladakh,
who witnessed the trials, were
well disposed towards them.

Two key developments subse-
quently clinched the deal. The Ar-
my Headquarters discussed the
issue on February 23, 2000. The
Northern Command also dis-
cussed it and decided to recom-
mend it. Consequently, the
Defence Minister approved the
deal by exercising the necessary
“waiver’’ authority to override the
rigid operational parameters laid
down earlier.

T-90S tank deal

On the T-90S tank deal, Lt
Gen. Mehta said they came into
the picture in 1997. A technical
evaluation committee was set up
in early 1998, and extensive trials
were held in the deserts and
thereafter in Russia.

Surprisingly, the T-90S was pit-
ted against the older T-72S tanks,
the indigenous Arjun and the
T-72M, manufactured in India
under a Russian licence.

On why other modern tanks,
such as the Israeli Merkava and
the French Leclerc, were not con-
sidered, Lt. Gen. Mehta cited the
compatibility of the T-90 with the
rest of the Indian equipment, the
high cost of the Western tanks
and the problems related to trans-

fer of technology as the factor
behind this decision, /

-
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‘MoD shopping spree
during Kargil shows
bad planmng CAG v

" RITUSARIN Qky <
NEW DELHI, MARCH 30

THE Comptroller and Audgor
~ General (CAG) has found sevekal
instances of delayed delivery and
+ single-vendor purchases of ammu-
nition, equipment and clothing
+ during the Kargil war. It has also
found that when newly purchased
equipment landed in ordnance de-
pots, their delivery to the front was
sluggish. In all, 140 purchase deals
signed during the Kargil opera-
tions are under scrutiny as part of
CAG’s special audit which is likely
to be submitted in the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament.

Defence Ministry officials have
told the CAG’s auditors that the
50-day Kargil operations—when
hundreds of rounds of expensive
heavy artillery shells were ex-
pended every day and specialized
glacial clothing was the need of the
hour—justified their buying spree.
However, the CAG argues that the
rushed purchases highlight the
crippling problems of how the
MoD has been depleting its war
reserves and eventually went in for

CAG vs MoD

W Several instances of detayed
defivery

I Single-vendor purchasesof
ammunition, equipmentand .
clothing

W Sluggish delivery of equipment
from ordnance depotsto the
front

I CAG examining 140 dealsin all

I8 MoD says the immediate needs
of Kargil war;usﬂmmm
shopping

aspate of single-vendor purchases.
Interestingly, CAG’s present
inquiry dovetails with its audit on
inventory management in ord-
nance depots it had submitted to
Parliament in December last year.
At the end of the exercise, the
CAG had made 68 recommenda-
tions, of which the MoD agreed
with 51. “If these and the remain-
ing recomendations are imple-
mented, the same will go a long
way in improving the ailing sys
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NDIAN EXPRESS
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THE ABORTED HT of the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vghicle (GSLV) should be seen
by the Indian Spacé Research Organisation (IS-
RO) as an opportunity to analyse and set right
things in a highly prestigious space endeavour.
Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Chairman of the ISRO, and
his fellow scientists do not have to be told that a
much-too-demanding programme such as the
launching of satellites does not always succeed
straightaway. The giving up of the launch should
indeed have been heart-breaking for the scien-
tists and engineers who had been working on the
programme for ten years, but what they have
learnt about space ventures should have pre-
pared them well enough for things going awry as
/ it had happened with the GSLV launch. There
have been many cases of satellites taking a dive
and hurtling down to the earth after some sys-
tems had failed. The number of U.S. and Russian
launch failures is in fact more than that which
has come to notice. As many as 12 communi-
cations satellites of the U.S. Globalstar Telecom-
munijcations Ltd. crashed soon after they were
launched from the Baikonur Space Centre in Ka-
zakhstan in 1998 much to the dismay of the com-
pany. This led to the plummeting of Globalstar's
shares.

It is yet to be known whether the U.S. sanc-
tions against the supply of crucial materials im-
posed soon after the Pokhran testing and the
cancellation of the Russian agreement for the
supply of cryogenic engines under pressure from
Washington had led to the present failure of the
GSLV programme. The confidence expressed by
Indian space scientists that they could go ahead
with the launch with indigenously made cryo-
genic engines led to hopes that the space pro-
gramme would proceed without a hitch. The
ISRO should not take very long to find out what
had gone wrong; there are some indications al-
readyy’fhe most significant aspect of how the

VHE fgpegy
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launch was aborted throws some light on the
headway the ISRO has made with a technology |
which could well have baffled them but for their
having prised it open with a determination. We
are told that soon after the liquid strap-ons were
ignited, the safety system got activated and the
whole system was shut down. This reveals the
highly advanced state of space technology which
leaves nothing to chance and steps in to stop
things from going haywire during a launch. If, as
it appears, the ISRO had ensured against this |
with the activation of the safety system long be- \
fore the GSLV was on its way to place the satellite '
in orbit, it should give an idea of how the orga- v\
nisation could do an engineering which would
leave nothing to chance and has trained its sci-
entists and engineers to be perfectionists.

Dr. Kasturirangan’s remarks on the need for
an enormous amount of data for pinpointing the \
deficiencies which had forced the cancellation of
the GSLV flight give an indication of how se-
verely uncompromising the task of satellite
launching could be. The enormity of the task
involved in putting a 1,540-kg satellite into orbit
with a 401-tonne vehicle would have been
known only to those charged with the pro-
gramme at Sriharikota. A successful launch of
the GSLV would have placed India among the
small number of countries which could embark
on such a Herculean venture. It would have heen
a big leap from what the ISRO could achieve in
view of the stupendousness of having to design,
develop and place satellite synchronising its or-
bit with that of the earth. The technology which |
could achieve this had to catch up with what had w'
been ordained for the earth and the other plane-
ts of the solar and the stellar systems millions of
years ago. The GSLV programme has suffered

only a temporary setpdck. The ISRO should go
programme to make it fail-_

!
|
‘\
|

ure-proof.
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’g"(&% LV failure is not fatal

T isn’t as bad\as it looked on the evening TV, or as it appe-

ared in the moyning’s papers. ISRO’s first geosynchronous
satellite launch vahicle (GSLV), ten years in the planning and
making, was suppdged to put India into the premier league of
space programmes.\Wednesday’s aborted mission will most
probably mean a manageable delay, not a crippling hiatus.
Launch failures in space programmes are more common than
imagined. From Nasa and the European space programme to
Japan and China, all have been hit by aborted launches and
- last second snags. Prominent examples of first launch failur-
es, as in the GSLV’s case, include the Japanese Lambda-4S
and US Scout vehicles. In the late 1990s , the US lost five
launch vehicles in 12 months. American media was full of
gloomy predictions, Nasa was under fire as it never had been
before. But recovery, in research and public image, was swift,
and these days, no one asks whether Nasa and its program-
mes are fundamentally unviable. Perhaps the only definitive
casualty of launch failures has been the Japanese H II rocket.
Cryogenic-fuelled, like India’s GSLV, the Japanese vehicle
went through a series of mishaps between 1996 gnd 1999,
resulting in Tokyo “putting on hold” a space programme that
many experts in the early 1990s felt had extraordinary high
promise.

India’s GSLV too is burdened with high expectations. The
cryogenic technology being used has become a politico-
scientific prestige point — indigenous efforts plus Russian
help battling US sanctions and non-cooperation. Isro is yet to
develop full indigenous capability on this front. Expectations
on the GSLV also come from its commercial potential. The
earlier polar satellite launch vehicles (PSLV) that Isro
successfully tested in 1996, 1997 and 1999 gained India entry
in the commercial satellite launching market. But the real
money comes from the ability to put satellites in geosyn-
chronus orbit, a capability commercially exploited now by the
US, Russia, China, Japan and the EU. To see how lucrative a
~ working GSLV programme for India might be consider the

' experimental satellite, GSAT-1, that the failed GSLV was to
put in orbit. GSAT-1 was to address digital audio and audio-
visual broadcasting and Internet services. The demand for
such services and, therefore, for satellites to make them
possible are growing at a rate which will allow even a late
new entrant like India to make money on space research.

There are questions whether Isro, irrespective of its world
© class scientific and engineering capabilities, is the best agen-
cy for playing the commercial game in satellite launch mar- .
kets, where nimble private American companies and pushy
state agents from Europe and China have been long opera-
ting. Another private/public issue is satellite photography, a
fast-growing market where the most skilled players are
private, and where governments, including India’s, seem to
be insisting on curbs in the face of technological inevitability.
The Indian government is unlikely to understand or address

these isgues very well. But Indian space scientists should Jg*
able to-inderstand and address the GSLV’s problems a S
earli€r, go from a failed launch to a successful missio ,
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GAURAV C. SAWANT QQ’} B\
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28 ‘)

THE Ministry of Defence
(MoD) has begun preparing for a
transformation to establish the
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
structure, enhancement of dele-
gated administrative and financial
powers to service headquarters
and constitution of a defence pro-
curement board.

The step is being described as
“piecemeal and hotchpotch”
which still does not address the
fundamental problem of integrat-
ing the Services with the MoD.
“These are only partial steps,” says
Jasjit Singh, Director of the Insti-
tute of Defence Studies and
Analyses. “India is the only
democracy where the military es-
tablishment is not a part of MoD.
The three services continue to
work as attached offices and even
if they have a few more powers

now, unless the rules of business

are changed, the status of services
will remain the same,” he adds.
Noted Defence expert and
chairman of Kargijl Review Com-
mittee K. Subrahmanyam con-
curs, “The Government is only
delegating more powers to the ser-
vices. It means that they are still
not merging the services with the

ntegration of MoD,

’L}

MoD. The Government is keep-
ing the two separate, " he says.

'The Armywillnowproceedwith
its recommended review of thelogis-

ﬁmandpemonnelﬁmchonsandap»

pointment of an Inspector General
of the Army, a step whicfi assumes
significance in thewake of corruption

inthe highest echeons of the military.
The IG lodks at the state. of pre~

paredness of the Army from outside

yensamanfrom the Army.
Subrahmanyam feels that the
appointment of Inspector General
(IG) of the Army is a positive step.
“The IG is a very senior officer who
does not look for further promo-
tion. He is from within the service
and is a very independent man. He
reports straight to the minister on
the state of preparedness-of the
Army,” says Subfahmanyam.
Defence Minister Jaswant Singh
on Thesday directed the MoD tostart
the preparation following anod from
Prime Minister A.B. ‘Vajpayee on
“management of defence”. The
group of ministers’ recommenda-
tions on reforming the national secu-

Services sti

ntysystemxstobeplacedZegp t%)e

* Cabinet forformal approval.
Commiodore C Uday Bhaskar,
_deputy Director IDSA, on the con-
stitution of the Defenice Procure-
ment Board, says that this would
provide a certain nimbleness in
procurement. “Presently éach ser-
vice projects its demands individu-
ally but now theywould know each
other’s demands and try to pro-

i

. cure equipment together. The -

Government too would be dealing
with them together and this would
speed up the process,” he says.
Jasjit Singh feels the DPB was
actually setup in 1947 aspartofthe
13 committees. “We are coming
one full circle. By restarting the
DPB we are only going back to the
starting point,” he adds. Singh also
feels the “devil would be in the de-
tail” even when it comes to the es-
tablishment of the post of CDS.
“What would his charter be?
Would he be the commander-in-
chief of the three services and have
operational command over the
three chiefs? All this remains to be

| far off
e S

there needs to be joint planning,”
he insists. The MoDrhas also an-

" nouncedthat the Rashtriya Riflesis

to be designated as part of the reg-
ular Army and will rank as a regi-
ment in view of its sterling perfor-
mance: The manpower and budget
provisions for the Rashtriya Rifles

will continue as earlier.

The proposal that revised rates
of war injury pension be extended
to thése injured prior to 1996 has
beenapproved. The MoD hasalso
decided to give priority to meeting
accommodation requirements of
Defence personnel, including the
allocation of higher budgetary out-
lays. The Goverfiment has decided
to review and, where necessary,
amend procedures governing civil-
ian - ~ognition and certification of
technical qualifications obtained
by Defence personnel in the
course of their duties (pilots, air
traffic controllers, mariners and so
on). The iplementation of this de-
cision in various ministries will be
pursued expeditiously. The Gov-
ernment also decided to institute a
National War Museum at the ear-
liest. It has-also decided to imple-
ment schemes for medical care to
ex-servicemen at the district level
depending upon the concentration
of ex-servicemen in given greas.
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Indian bid to enter space club
suffers temporary setback

By Srinivas Laxman
The Times of India News Service and PTI

SRIHARIKOTA: India’s first Geo-Synchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) mission was aborted
here on Wednesday just a second before it was to lift-
off as one of the strap-on engines failed to derive ade-
quate thrust.

At 3.47 p.m., lift-off time, there was an announce-
ment over the public address system that the flight

formal order was issued by offi-
cials of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) cancelling
the launch for the time being,
much to the disappointment of
everyone.

Mediapersons who had been
waiting to watch the lift-off from
the terrace of the Brahm Prakash
hall some seven kilometres away
from the launch pad, heard a loud
rumbling sound before the mission
was cancelled.

Addressing the media, [SRQ
chairperson K. Kasturirangan
described the cancellation as a “set-
back for the space agency. My col-
leagues and I will now work day
and night to find out what went
wrong”.

The ISRO chief said the next test
flight would take place “as early as possible” but
declined to specify the exact time.

“Until April 3, we have declared the mission as can-
celled,” he stated.

Mr Kasturirangan said that the Prime Minister had
been informed about the flight cancellation and he
shared the disappointment of the ISRO team.

launch pad.

was aborted. Five minutes later, i IR XA L 1)\ 2

The aborted takeoff of GSLV at
Sriharikota on Wednesday as the
rocket appeared to catch fire on the

Five..four..three..two.} .

and GSLV fails to lift-o

Rocket failures during launch

are not uncommon feature

By Manoj Joshi
NEW DELHI: Failures and rockets go together.
Hubris does not encourage man’s efforts to transcend
his planet. A checklist of space launch vehicle failures
reveals almost every conceivable reason for disaster—
leaking pipes, failed power, short-circuits and so on. It
remains to be seen what went wrong with the first
GSLV flight test.

Those inclined to mope over India’s inability to
master advanced technology would
do well to recall the debate in the
U.S.in 1998-1999. That was the year
when the US. lost’three military
and two civilian space launch vehi-
cles in just one year, sparking wide-
spread concern about the U.S. abil-
ity to ensure access to space for
commercial and military purposes.

But the U.S. setbacks are piffling
compared to what the Japanese
| space programme underwent. Until
1994, when the Japanese space
agency launched the cryogenic-
fuelled H-II rocket, everything
seemed to work on a text-book pat-
tern. So sophisticated was the
Japanese programme that they
were invited to join the
International  Space  Station
Programme.

Japanese engineers pointed out
that the H-II, weighing 260 tonnes,
could lift a two-tonne satellite to geo-stationary orbit
(also known as GTO), in contrast to the French
Ariane-4, weighing 460 tonnes and lifting a 2.3-tonne
payload. The Russian Proton weighs 770 tonnes, b
can carry only 2.4 tonnes. The failed GSLV D-1, pdfich
weighed as much as the Japanese H-II, was
hoist a payload of 1.5 tonnes to GTO.

AP\Doordarshan




" Rashtriya Rifles will be part of Army

Armed forces to

et chlef of

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 27.
The armed forces will get a
chief of defence staff, more
administrative and financial
powers and the defence
ministry, a procurement board.

Also, the Rashtriya Rifies,
fighting militancy in the
Kashmir valley, will be incor-
porated into the Indian Army.

The Prime Minister today
announced the decisions,
saying they will soon be placed
before the Cabinet for
approval. Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s directive is based on
the recommendations to reform
the national security system
made by the Group of
Ministers, headed by the home
minister, Mr LK Advani.

The GoM’s recommendations
stemmed from the reports of
the four task forces, set up to
find ways to improve the
national security system after
the release of the Kargil
Committee report. The reports
on defence management,
internal security, Intelligence
restructuring and  border
management were considered
by the GoM.

Initially, the GoM appeared
divided over creating the post
of the chief of defence staff
because some members were
not sure what the defence
minister and defence secretary
would do if there were a chief of
defence staff (CDS). But with
time, it appeared that the
armed forces favoured such a
decision and the GoM
unanimously cleared it.

The CDS is likely to be
responsible for India’s nuclear
force and strategic surveillance
structure. One of the chiefs of
the armed forces could be
elevated to the post. At the
moment, the Navy chief,

Admiral Sushil Kumar, is the,

6”’

iﬁf (»W‘

mos? Serv1ce chief.
Altematwely, a retired chief
may be considered.

It seems the decisions will be
implemented sooner than later.
For, no departmental exami-
nation is now necessary before
the decisions go to the Cabinet.
This removes the one fear the
armed forces had too — that
the bureaucracy would slow
down such efforts.

In another significant move,
the acting defence minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, today
authorised the Army chief,
General S Padmanabhan, to

review the logistics and
personnel functions in the
Army and appoint an

inspector-general. This appears
important after the Tehelka
expose of a shady “defence
deal” in which a number of
logistics personnel, including
major-generals, were involved.

The decision to make the
Rashtriya Rifles part of the
Army - literally, upgrade it —
is a sign of realism. For, the
Rashtriya Rifles has been
fighting militants in the
Kashmir valley for a decade.
The Rashtriya Rifles will no
longer be a paramilitary force
but a full-fledged regiment.

Other decisions by the Centre-

include approving the proposal
that revised rates of war-injury
pension be extended to those
injured before 1996. This would
help those injured fighting
militants in the Kashmir valley
and defending the Siachen
glacier. This will be done very
soon, officials said.

Also, the Centre has decided
to have a National War
Museum and ensure that
accommodation requireménts
of defence personnel get
priority. Now, qualifications
obtained by defence personnel
— like flying or acting as air
traffic controllers — will be

recogmsed in the civilian
sector. The defence ministry
will ensure better medical care
for ex-servicemen.

The chief of defence staff issue
has been a controversial one
ever since the post was mooted
several years ago, reports PTI.
But the major opinion is that a
single pointy of. reference is
needed now that India has gone
nuclear. There have been
reservations to the chief of
defence staff’s post, for fear that
it may undérmine the powers of
the three chiefs and lead to a
psychological mismatch.

Besides the establishment of a
chief of defence staff and
associated structures, the
much needed enhancement of
delegated administrative and
financial powers to the Service
headquarters has been a long-
standing demand- of the Army,
Navy and the Air Force.

Dattatreya: The Unionr mi-
nister of state for wurban
development, Mr Bandaru
Dattatreya, today lashed out at
the Congress and the Left
parties for trying to tarnish Mr
Vajpayee’s image and gain
political mileage out of the
Tehelka expose, adds UNI from
Hyderabad.

Addressing a press conference
here, Mr Dattatreya said the
Congress had no moral right to
talk about' corruption because
there were a “basketful” of
scams, including the Bofors
gun deal, during its regime.

He said that during yeste-
rday’s public meeting in Delhi,
NDA leaders reaffirmed their
faith in Mr Vajpayee and
decided to hold nationwide
rallies to expose the Congress’s
and Left’s gameplan to pull
down the Vajpayee gover-
nment. He said pamphlets wou-
Id be distributed at the rallies
highlighting the scams during
the previous.Congress rule.

WSTATEsu‘.
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NEW DELHI 27 MARCH ~—”
DEFENCE ministry, on
Tuesday, decided to start
preparatory work on the
establishment of defence procure-
ment board and its associated

structures.

This was part of the recom-
mendations of a group of ministers
on national security. The ministry
will place its proposals before the
next meeting of the Union Cabinet
for approval.

The decision was taken after
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee consulted defence minis-
ter Jaswant Singh.

The step for establishment of a

combined defence procurement
board, their associated structures
and the go-ahead given for
appointment of an inspector gen-
eral of army assumes significance
in the wake of the Tehelka expose.
Mr Singh said preparatory work
should also commence on another
major recommendation by the
Group of Ministers (GoM) pertain-
ing to the “management of
defence” for enhancing delegated
administrative and financial pow-
© ers to services’ headquarters.
“The recommendations of the
i GoM were finalised in consulta-
tions with the concerned min-
istries and agencies and, therefore,
do not require further departmen-
tal examinations before the matter
is taken to the cabinet for final
orders,” the announcement said.

The defence minister also
authorised the chief of army staff
to proceed with the recommended
review of appointment of an
inspector general of the army and
to go ahead with review of the
logistics and personnel functions
of the army.

As part of the new measures,
the ministry has also redesignated
Rashtriya Rifles, the new force to
deal with counter-insurgency
operations, to be part of army.

“The Rashtriya Rifles raised as
a paramilitary force under MoD in
1990 will now rank as a regular

FOR THE BRAVE SONs OF THE
SoiL: CRPF cadres pay
tribute to members, killed
by militants, at a funeral
ceremony in Srinagar
on Tuesday. — AFpP

regiment of the army in view of its

sterling  performance,”  the
announcement said.

The creation of the new post of
inspector general of army is
apprently aimed at setting up a
regulatory body to streamline dis-
cipline and conduct of personnel.
Other new measures included
extending war injury pension to
those who retired before 1996 and
setting up a national war museum.

With the go-ahead given for
implementation of recommenda-
tions, decisions on the reports of
the GoM, headed by home minis-
ter L. K. Advani, on border man-
agement, internal security and
intelligence apparatus are still
pending.

The GoM, which reviewed the
security set up after Kargil and
submitted its 137-page report to
the Prime Minister recently, had
suggested creation of a new post of
chief of defence staff to hold com-
mand of the nudlear forces and
ensure greater coordination of the
security apparatus. .

The Economic Time.
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ETHER IT was the SLV-3 in

1979, the Augmented Satellite

Launch Vehicle (ASLV) in 1987

or the Polar Satellite Launch

Vehicle (PSLV) six years later, the first

launch of each new rocket by the Indian

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has

marked a major technological advance.

The present Geosynchronous Satellite

Launch Vehicle (GSLV), which is sched-

uled to be launched on March 28, is the

exception. Its most important new tech-

nology element — the stage with the cryo-

genic engine — is entirely Russian, the first

time that a non- indigenous stage has
flown on an Indian launch vehicle.

Moreover, the cost of the GSLV project,
taking into account also the cost of indige-
nously developing the cryogenic technol-
ogy, has more than doubled. At the same
time, instead of the 2,500 kg satellite it was
supposed to launch, the present GSLV will
be carrying only a 1,540 kg satellite, an un-
precedented shortfall of 38 per cent in per-
formance. In subsequent flights, the GSLV
with the Russian cryogenic stage is expect-
ed to deliver about 1,800 kg into what is
called a geostationary transfer orbit (GTO).
The GSLV with the equivalent Indian
stage, currently scheduled to fly in two to
three years, is expected to place about
2,000 kg into orbit.

Contrast this with the wholly indigenous
PSLV on which the GSLV is based. The es-
calation in the PSLV project cost was 33
per cent and the shortfall in performance
at the first launch was only 15 per cent.
Three flights later, the PSLV’s payload had
increased to 20 per cent more than the
1,000 kg in sun-synchronous polar orbit
which the rocket had been originally de-
signed for. With further improvements, the
PSLV’s capability is expected to rise to
1,400 kg, a 40 per cent increase over its
original specification.

The improvements planned for the PSLV
would also give it the capability to put
1,000 kg into GTO. If it were equipped with
the GSLV’s four liquid strap-ons, the PSLV
would probably be able to deliver around
1,400 kg in GTO. The present GSLV,
equipped with the Russian cryo, therefore
represents a mere 10 per cent increase
over that capability, something which can
hardly be described as a big jump in per-
formance.

More worrying is the inadequacy of the
GSLV. Intended to put 2,500 kg communi-
cation satellites into GTO, the GSLV was

The

GSLV project

By N. Gopal Raj

essentially a launcher designed for the
early 1990s. Even if this capability could be
achieved, it would still probably be inade-
uate to meet the requirements of the pre-
t decade. To meet competition from
fibre-optics, .. communication satellites
have steadily grown bigger, with more on-
board processing, improved flexibility and
greater power. In the process, the satellites
have become heavier. The average weight
of communication satellites increased
from 1,200 kg in the 1980s to 3,000 kg by

growing competition from both fibre-op-
tics and other satellite operators. So, al-
though it currently plans a series of 2,000
kg communication satellites to fly on the
GSLV, ISRO may be forced by circum-
stances to build heavier satellites. Such
satellites would then have to be launched
abroad. By contrast, after the first success-
ful launch of the PSLV, only one remote
sensing satellite, the IRS-1C, has had to be
launched abroad. The PSLV was rapidly
improved and the IRS-1D, identical to its

If a different cryogenic stage and GSLV configuration
had been taken up in 1994, a far more powerful
launch vehicle could have become available to ISRO
a couple of years from now.

the end of the 1990s. The present decade is
expected to be dominated by communi-
cation satellites of over 4,000 kg.

To meet this challenge, ISRO is now
planning to develop the GSLV Mark-1Il
which would be able to carry over 4,000 kg
to GTO. Since, the Mark-III is a completely
new launch vehicle and not, as has been
done with the PSLV, the steady improve-
ment of a proven basic design, it will cost a
good deal of money and time to develop.
Although ISRO believes that it can have the
Mark-1I1 ready in six years, many of its own
launch vehicle experts privately say that
ten years is more realistic. Ten years corre-
sponds well with ISRQO’s past experience as
well as the experience of Arianespace, the
world’s  most successful commercial
launch company. But that also means that
the GSLV will be stuck with about 2,000 kg
in GTO all through this decade.

This could be the very decade when IS-
RO faces its greatest challenge in the lucra-
tive communications satellite segment.
Already, a large number of satellite trans-
ponders in use over India (half of all trans-
ponders, according to one unofficial
estimate) are said to be on non- ISRO sat-
ellites. Greater penetration of the Internet
and private sector entry into telecommu-
nications basic services and long-distance
traffic are likely to provide major business
opportunities in this decade. There are al-
ready reports of vast stretches of fibre-op-
tic cables being laid down in India,
including by several private companies. It
is therefore probable that ISRO will face

sister satellite, could be launched from Sri-
harikota two years later.

There is already a surfeit of launchers
available on the international market. If
ISRO were to continue launching its com-
munication satellites abroad even after the
GSLV becomes operational, it could easily
raise questions, even within the organisa-
tion itself, about the relevance of the GSLV
programme.

The present configuration of the GSLV
represents what was intended to be the
path with the lowest cost and least devel-
opment time for launching the Insat com-
munication satellites from within the
country. The first two stages of the four-
stage PSLV were retained for the GSLV.
The PSLV’s six solid strap-ons were re-
placed with four liquid ones which used
the same engine as the second stage. The
top two stages were replaced with a single
cryogenic stage. Running on liquid hydro-
gen and liquid oxgen, a cryogenic engine is
a much more efficient system.

So it was clear early on that cryogenic
technology was the single most critical ele-
ment in the development of the GSLV. In
December 1983, an internal committee es-
tablished by ISRO submitted a detailed 15-
volume report on developing this technol-
ogy. If indigenous development had been
pursued wholeheartedly right away, India
would almost certainly have had its own
cryogenic engine by now. Instead, ISRO
waivered for the next seven years between
developing the technology indigenously
and importing it. During this period, the

Missile Tecl?nology Control Regime
(MTCR) had come into being and the Unit-
ed States had modified its laws to enforce
the export controls required by the MTCR.

To make matters worse, by the time IS-
RO signed the deal in January 1991 for get-
ting the cryogenic engine technology from
the erstwhile USSR, the Soviet Union was
already falling apart and by December that
year had ceased to exist. Words of warning
from ISRO insiders about the dangers of
entering into a contract with an econom-
ically and politically weakened Soviet
Union for so critical a technology were ig-
nored. In dire economic straits, Russia,
which inherited the cryo contract after the
break-up of the Soviet Union, was in no
position to withstand American embar-
goes and enticements. In mid-1993, Russia
told India that it would not supply the
cryogenic technology.

Given that ISRO would now have to de-
velop cryogenic technology on its own, a
sensible course would have been to take a
fresh look at the GSLV configuration and
the cryo engine to be developed. It was
quite™clear by this time that the existing
GSLV configuration would be inadequate
in the years to come. The cryo contract
with the Russians had been renegotiated
and India was to get seven ready-to-fly
cryogenic stages from them. So a GSLV
with these imported stages could be flown
while ISRO developed its own cryogenic
stage and, quite probably, a different sort
of GSLV as well.

But ISRO’s response when Russians re-
fused to supply cryogenic technology was
to insist that much of the technology had
already been acquired and that an indige-
nous equivalent eould be quickly devel-
oped. The private assessment of ISRO’s
liquid propulsion engineers at the time
was that an indigenous cryogenic stage
was ten years away. Events have now
proved this assessment to be accurate.

Given the official ISRO position, when
the Cryogenic Upper Stage project to de-
velop an indigenous cryogenic stage was
approved in 1994, its aim was to produce a
stage similar to the Russian one. The con-
sequence of this strategy has been that the
GSLV will deliver only about 2,000 kg to
GTO. If a different cryogenic stage and
GSLV configuration had been taken up
then, it is quite possible that a far more
powerful and relevant GSLV would have
become available to ISRO in a couple of
years from now,



/Army’s procurement
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 26. Within weeks of the Te-
helka expose, the Government has decided to
revamp the Army’s troubled procurement
wing. According to highly-placed Government
sources, the Deputy Chief of Army Staff (Plan-
ning and Systems), Lt. Gen. $.S. Mehta, who
heads the Army's procurement chain, has
been posted as chief of the Army Training
Command (ARTRAC ;.

Lt. Gen. Mchta headed the committee
which negotiated the prices for the contro-
versial T-90 tank deal. The Army's Weapons
and Equipment Directorate also falls under
the office of the Deputy Chief (P&S).

Maj. Gen. P.S.K. Choudhary, named in the
Tehelka tapes and who acknowledged his in-
volvement, belonged to this directorate. Gov-

- ernment sources, however, say that Lt. Gen.

By Atul Aneja

Mehta's postingfzﬁa n t/?ecessarily be linked
to the Tehelka episodk as the decision was
taken before the scandhl broke out.

Significantly, Lt. Ger|. Dhillon, the Master
General Ordnance (MGQ), also a key player in
Army procurements is making way for Lt. Gen.
SJ.S. Sehgal. Lt. Gen. Dhillon's name has
cropped up in the Tehelka tapes.

According to the tapes, Brig. Iqbal Singh,
Prospective Procurement Officer (PPO) who
functioned under the MGO'’s office allegedly
promised to introduce representatives of the
fictitious company, West End, to Lt. Gen. Dhil-
lon and received a bribe of Rs. 50,000 from the
Tehelka team.

In another significant move, the Govern-
ment has shifted Lt. Gen. A.S Khanna as the
head of the Nagrota-based XVI Corps. His
track-record as corps commander came under
a cloud after the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-

wing to be revamped

Taiba stepped up attacks in the area undkr hi
operational jurisdiction.

The attacks prompted a visit late last month
by the Director-General Military Operations
(DGMO), Lt. Gen. G.S. Sihota, to the XVI Corps
area. Sources point out that his observations
may have prompted the Army's decision to
shift Lt. Gen. Khanna, who will now replace Lt.
Gen. S.S. Mehta as Deputy Chief of the Army
Staff (P&S). Maj. Gen. $.B.S. Yadava, who is
number two in Army’s hierarchy in the West-
ern Command, will replace him.

These high-level changes, in which the ad-
vise of the Army has been a key input, are
expected to strengthen the hands of the Chief
of Army Staff, Gen. S. Padmanabhan. He is
keen on ensuring that top positions are
manned by officers of unquestionable integri-

ty. /
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Govt names tehelka robe Judge

}N
New Delhi, March 24 Q

JUSTICE K Venkata[swaml, a
retired judge of the Supreme
Court, will head the one-man
commission of inquiry to probe
the tehelka expose.

The commission will submit
its report within a period of
four months from the date of
publication of the notification
in the official gazette. “I have
accepted the offer to head the
commission after the Chief Jus-

tice of India consulted me,” said
Venkataswami.

Chief Justice A S Anand,

after expressing his inability to

nominate a sitting judge of the .

Supreme Court to head the com-
mission, had on Friday con-
veyed to the Government that

Venkataswami was his choice.

for the probe. “Though I have
accepted the responsibility to
head the commission, I have not
yet seen the terms and reference
of the inquiry”

hope the probe into the matter

ent for completion of the
probe could be sufficient. “I

would be completed within the
time limit fixed by the Govern-
ment,” he said. “I have neot
applied my mind to the subject
at all and it will be too prema-
ture to comment on the issue."
PTY
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~George to lead

govt defence 1n

‘people’s cou s

CL MANOJ
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 23. -

With the Parliament going into
' a three-week recess from to-
. morrow “Armsgate” aka Tehel-
i ka politics is all set to hit the
states now, specially the five
where Assembly polls are due.

The NDA campaign will be
led by Mr Geor- gy ;
ge Fernandes.
According  to
NDA leaders,
Mr Fernandes
will be the star
speaker in all
major rallies,
starting  with
the one in Delhi §
on Sunday. The
consistent the-
me ~ explaining
to the people the
“deep-rooted |
conspiracy” be-

Q) GV

more “delicates s1\1b3ects”, PMO
officials, for example. Mr Fer-
nandes, with his political ca-
reer possibly at stake, is re-
portedly working meticulously
on a “sound defence strategy”,
focussing on a “conspiracy
hatched by an international
arms mafia in coordination
with the enemies of the Vaj-
payee government”. o

E— ” Mr Fernan-
des, for long a
political ene-
my of the Con-

expected to
give some
“special atten-
tion” to the
8 main Oppesi-
tion party and
Mrs  Sonia
 Gandhi.

The Congr-

ess, which has |
political ambi- |

gress, is also !

hind the Tehel tions in all
ka tapes.h . five poll-
Though other Mr G Fernand bound states,
NDA top leaders, ,,r,j? rg«: er{lT ef, also plans a
including Mr AB major cam-

Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani,
will attend some meetings, Mr
Fernandes’ oratorial skills and
determination to “silence”
those who “suppressed” his
voice in Parliament have, re-
, portedly, made him the “natur-
al choice” as the main speaker.
Mrs Jaya Jaitly, say NDA lead-
ers, is not scheduled to speak
at these meetings. Asked if the
NDA took into consideration
Mr Fernandes’ habit of making
controversial statements, the
leaders said controversies in
this centext could be a blessing
in disguise.
The argument being that Fer-
- nandes-centric controversies
! will keep the focus away from

paign on the Tehelka issue.

But party officials said Mrs |

Gandhi, given her well-demon-
strated oratorical shortcom-
ings, may leave the. platform
mostly to the more seasoned
players, limiting herself to
some “special appearances”.
The Left may, end up “be-
traying” the Congress in this
poll-determined political fort-
night.

Though Left parties played

the perfect partner to the Con- |

gress in stalling Parliament
and are even maintaining a

“tactical silence” on the Vin- !

cent George issue, they may

change tack when it comes to !

West Bengal and Kerala.

ﬁ.sﬂw
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Army may conclude

ﬁ ﬁ

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MARCH 23. Concerned
about the negative impact of the
Tehelka.com ‘‘expose” on its
troops, the army is likely to wrap
up its inquiry soon.
Highly-placed sources say that
the army wants to conclude the
inquiry within a month. It feels
that a crackdown on some offi-
cers, who may have accepted
bribes to facilitate a fictitious
arms deal, is necessary to retain
the credibility of its senior lead-
ership before the ground troops.
The expose of corruption in the
army can be detrimental on army
discipline which is based on un-
impeachable leadership stan-
dards, especially in the field areas.

The Chief of Army Staff, Gener-
al S. Padmanabhan, according to
sources, is taking active interest in

probe in a month '

ensuring that the inquiry com-
pletes its task as quickly as pos-
sible. In fact, he has expressed his
displeasure at the short delay in
instituting the court of inquiry,
they add. Both the Army Chief
and the Vice Chief of Army Staff
were out of the capital when the
Tehelka scandal broke out.

According to sources, only one
of the officers implicated has
been suspended because of his
admission of guilt. Others they
say have denied the charges and
have been consequently “at-
tached.”

Technically, it means that they
are temporarily detached from
their present assignment and at-
tached to another army directo-
rate. Unlike suspension which
involves nearly 25 per cent cut in
salary, the pay and allowance of
the attached officer are protected.

The “‘attached” ofﬁcers are Briga-
dier Igbal Singh, Prospectivi Pro-
curement Officer, Brigadier
Sehgal, Director in the Diretto-
rate General of Ordnance and
Supply and Major General, Manjit
Singh Ahluwalia, Director General
of Ordnance and Supply (DGOS).

The Tehelka tapes allege that
Brigadier Sehgal received a bribe
of Rs.40,000 while Major General
Ahluwalia got Rs. 50,000 during
the undercover operations to sell
non-existent hand-held thermal
cameras for the Indian army by a
fictitious company, West End.

Brigadier Igbal Singh, who al-

Rs.50,000.




Defence Ministry
panel to probe
‘expose’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. The Defence
Ministry today appointed a one-
man fact-finding committee to
probe the conduct of its officials
whose names had figured in the
Tehelka expose on arms deals. A
court of inquiry is already con-
ducting a formal probe in accord-
‘ance with the Army Act.

Headed by Mr. R. P. Bagai, Joint
Secretary and Chief Vigilance Of-
ficer of the Ministry, the probe
committee has been directed by
the new Defence Minister, Mr.
jaswant Singh, to complete the
job and submit a regort within a
month. HD/\ i

The committee will ook
the transactions relating to
curement of armaments, wedp-
ons systems and stores referredito
in the Tehelka tapes and trap-
script in order to ascertain wheth-
er the prescribed procedure had
been followed. It would also re-
port back whether the scope for
manipulating the procedure for

extraneous considerations existed
in the present procurement pol- |

icies and the corrective steps that
need to be taken.

According to sources, the com-
miftee proposes to examine de-
fence ministry and army officials
who featured in the Tehelka
tapes. It has already approached
the Tehelka.com editor, Mr. Ta-
run Tejpal, to appear before it
along with the two-member team
of reporters, Mr. Anirudh Bahal
and Mr. Samuel Mathews. They
have further been asked to pro-

duce unedited tapes and tran- |

script before the committee for |

perusal.
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| / The armed forces are keen observers of national governance

The security malaise

t is hazardous to take to the key-

board in the midst of a snow-

balling political controversy, spe-

cially when investigative journal-

ists are still sitting on many hours
of videotape, waiting to treat a hungry
media and frustrated, out-of-work politi-
cians with morsels of trash. But when
the defence minister resigns on national
television, ostensibly to uphold the
morale of the armed forces — thereby
implying that this unsavoury episode is
-, indeed undermining the morale of our
forces — then commentators on national
security are forced to take note.

Watching the idiot box these last few
days, one is touched by the deep concern
shown by political leaders of all hues to
the cause of national security. A concern
that has been conspicuous by its absence
in worse times for the security establish-
ment. It is to unravel the cause of gen-
uine national security that this writer
has embarked on this piece even before
- the drama has unfolded fully.

As far as one can determine in the
current fog of political oneupmanship,
the following allegations are being lev-
elled against the government, based on
which Parliament proceedings are being
halted and the government is being
asked to step down — corruption in de-
fence purchases at every level of the
ministry of defence, including uni-
formed personnel; political party func-
tionaries accepting funds from arms
dealers, thereby subverting the defence
procurement system; use of the defence
minister’s residence for meetings with
arms dealers, and finally, the subversion
of national security.

To look at corruption in defence pur-
chases first. Within our fragmented
polity and independent media, military
personnel are following events keenly.
That they are not permitted to express
themselves in the media should not be
construed as endorsement of the state of
affairs. The truth is that while the armed
forces are keen observers of the rights
and wrongs of our governance, they are
resigned to the fact that in defence pro-
curement, as in every other walk of life,
there is rampant corruption and unfair
money is being made.

ndeed it is this acceptance that may

have tempted some Tehelka actors in

uniform to cross the morality foul
line. After all, during the past decade or
more, even within the armed forces, fin-
gers have been pointed at those in-
dulging in malpractices in concert with
politicians, bureaucrats and middle-
men. Surely with the background of
scandals like Bofors, HDW Submarine
and Airbus 320, it would be futile to ex-
pect reality to be otherwise. In this sce-
nario, the armed forces are unlikely to
be upset if some of this home truth has
now come on their TV screens. Al
though, one must admit, that seeing uni-

The author Is a retired alr marshal
of the indian Air Force
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formed officers debase fnemselves must
surely undermine the prpfessional pride
and izzat of our fordes —— causes
for which they put their\wery lives on
line.

Look at the propriety of collecting
party funds from arms dealers, next.
The law does not permit any means of
fund-raising by political parties. Yet not
only do political parties spend thou-
sands of crores of rupees on electoral

housemaster would say, is not aceepti
the money but getting caught. "

Much concern has been expressed
about the supposed arms dealershaving
met the leader of a political party in the
defence minister’s residence and accept-
ing handouts. As far as the location is
concerned, one wonders which of the
two undermines national security. Ot-
tavio Quattrocchi in New Delhi having
access to the highly classified RAX tele-

and other expenses, they are also given
funds by individuals or institutions,
often in cash. This has been accepted as
anorm. From whom and how the funds
are collected and how they are account-
ed for should have been an important
issue to be laid down. For obvious rea-
sons, nobody would want to give himself
ample margin.

How then does one differentiate the
Tehelkas from genuine political contrib-
utors? This is the poser for those in the
forefront of today’s shouting brigade.
When the Jain kawala case hit the news,
we had many senior leaders admitting
that they had received money towards
party funds. Jain’s antecedents — the
source of funds, the methods of pay-
ment and return favours — were never
mentioned. In the harsh commercial
world, one truth prevails. That there are
no free lunches. So perhaps not just the
two party presidents felled by Tehelka,
but all others need to tell the people how
they are any different. The crime of the
two ex-party presidents, as my school

£ Atthe hands of
our servicemen in the
field, national security
would in no way have
been threatened ,

phone authorized only to very senior
government functionaries or the resi-
dence of the defence minister also being
used by a party presidént? Detractors of
the present government need to answer
whether the method would have become
acceptable if it had taken place in a
five-star hotel? Clearly, therefore, this is
a non-issue, more a tactical ploy to inj-
ect confusion in the enemy political
camp.

Finally, the crux of this debateand an
issue that concerns ordinary patriotic
citizens of the country with no political
axe to grind. Has this episode, in itself,

compromisedﬁlational security and is it
a pointer to a deeper malaise slowly but
surely eating into the vitals of national
security? The answer to the former is
clearly in the negative while to the latter
it is clearly in the affirmative.

o take the former first. In the
I Tehelka case, even if the various
functionaries subverted either by
power or by greed had succeeded, a time
would have come for the army to evalu-
ate the system. Such evaluations are
done by specialists from field formations
and test establishments and not by the
likes of those military men, corrupted
by the Delhi system, which the Tehelka
film has exposed.

With the hindsight of many years in
the Indian air force test establishment,
this writer can reassure the reader that
in this case, even if the equipment had
existed, its performance would have
been judged on purely technical merit
no matter what interest was shown, by
whom and at what level. At the hands of
our serVicemen in the field, national se-
curity would in no way have been threat-
ened. Mercifully for this nation, this is
still true. But as we have seen, the abyss
is approaching.

As far as the deeper malaise is con-
cerned, there is a silver lining to this oth-
erwise great national shame. We now
have on record deep concern for nation-
al security expressed by every political
party. The nation has every right to be
assured that these are not crocodile
tears camouflaging political ambitions,
but are borne out of genuine concern for
the security of the country, to stem the
rot that has ingrained itself into the de-
fence procurement system.

As a test and as a self-cleansing exer-
cise, let this opportunity be taken by the
Parliament to unanimously agree to an
investigation by a sitting Supreme Court
judge into the entire Sukhoi-30 pur-
chase. A programme that, including li-
cence production, will run into tens of
thousands of crores of rupees and
stands as the largest programme in
India’s defence history. A programme
that has at one stage or another been
steered by different governments con-
sisting of almost every major political
party in the country. And a programme
that has drawn serious allegations of
the involvement of middle-men and
kickbacks in some parts of the media
without drawing even a whimper from
the very parliamentarians who are
today literally up in arms.

clean chit, the nation can heave a

deep sigh of relief. If, on the other
hand and as many suspect, it proves to
the contrary, then all those shedding
crocodile tears for national secyri
today will stand exposed wi
hands in the till. Their tear:
be seen not for national s

If such an Hguiry gives the systen &’

the national polity
challenge?
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Tejpal gives tasz to Army...
examine him. The general asked
me, “are you the author of the
transcripts, to which I replied no”,
While Chaudhary has been
suspended, four other senior offi-
cers Maj Gen M S Ahluwalia, Maj
Gen Satnam Singh, Brig Iqbal
Singh and Col Anil Sehgal, under
probe, have been “attached” fo the

Court of Inquiry. M
The court, with aj Geny
Mohinder Puri and Maj Gen M

Mathews as the other members,
began proceedings on Monddy
with the request to the portal to
make available the controversial il
tapestoittostudythemminutely.  anditsweaknesses.

Asthe probe is constituted un- He said for the deposition he
der the Army Act, it doesnothave  was accompanied by his colleague
powers to summon civilians to ap- _~Anirudhha Bahal, a member of
pearbeforeit. ltcanonlymake aze<”  the investigation team. While Tej-
quest and it was up to tho; ed palleft after 90 minutes, the court
asked Bahal tostay on for cross-ex-

Describing thy amination by Gen Chaudhary
the finest i Bahal, Army sources has

world, Tejpsal said his investigation  been requested to re; be-
i i fore the cout. 7
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/George holds talks-
v wnh President

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE g v

' NEW DELHI, March 20. - Mr
George Fernandes today met
the President, Mr KR Narayan-

an, to explain the position on’

defence deals. ,

Mr Fernandes met the Presi-
dent before lunch and the dis-
cussion lasted an hour. The
meeting is considered signifi-
cant as Mr Fernandes sought
an appointment with the Presi-
dent, who is reported to have
indirectly played a part in get-
ting the defence minister to re-
sign after the Tehelka story
broke.

This is something Mr Fer-
nandes has always denied.
The President is also the
commander-in-chief of the
armed forces.

v
It was learnt that “Mr Fer-
nandes explained’the situation

Mr George Fernandes

to the President” or rather, pre-
sented his side of the story.
This is likely to involve the is-
sues about the defence deals
and the alleged payment of Rs
2 lakh to the Samata Party

ThE £TATESUAR

‘o

president, Mrs Jaya dJaitley, at
the defence minister’s resi-
dence. Some of the payments to
politicians, bureaucrats and
Army personnel were photo-
graphed by a  hidden
camera carried by a Tehelka
reporter.

Mr Fernandes has strongly
refuted all charges that the
deals involving the purchase of
the Barak anti-missile missile,
the Advance Jet trainer and
the armoured recovery vehicles
were dubious and it is learnt
that these could have come up
in the meeting.

Tehelka clarification: Tehel-
ka officials clarified that the
Major-general Murgai involv
in the deal is Major-gener
Murgai, who retired
tor-general, quality
and not Major-ge
gai of the CorpsAf Signals.




~. Tehelka tapes: Army

qf\ court begins inq

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 19. - The
Army’s court of inquiry into the
Tehelka tapes scandal began
today with three officers men-
tioned in the transcripts “atta-
ched” for questioning.
The officers “attached” are
. Major-General Manjit Singh
- Ahluwalia, Brigadier Anil
. Sehgal and Brig Igbal Singh,
- who was seen receiving mon-
| ey on the tapes. Major-Gener-
_al PSK Choudhary has al-
' ready confessed publicly and
. will not be part of the court of
inquiry. Major-General Sat-
nam Singh, commanding 8
Mountain Division in Drass,
has not been “attached” but
will be questioned later.
Interestingly, Major-Gener-
al Singh’s predecessor as
General Officer Command-
ing 8 Mountain Division, Ma-
jor-General Mohinder Puri, is
one of the members of the
court of inquiry. Major-Gen-
eral Mathew M, of the Corps
. of Englneers, is the second

member of the committee
head by Lieutenant-General
SP Jain of the EME.

The court of inquiry is a long
process as a large number of
officers and even civilians can
be examined. But unlike in a
court martial, civilians (all
Tehelka staff are civilians) do
not have to attend a court of
inquiry.

Though the Tehelka tapes
are not with the court, the
transcripts can be used as evi-
dence. Just who will be called
and how long the court of in-
quiry will last is not certain,
but it appears that whoever is
named by those attached may
have to appear. If those at-
tached are found guilty, they
will be court-marshalled.

Hypothetically, they can be
stripped of their rank and
decorations if found guilty by
the court marshal.
Major-General SP Murgai,
who retired several months
ago, is also involved, the
tapes suggest and he can also
be subject to a court of inqui-

ry and then, codrt-marshalled
under the Army Act. A retired
officer is liable to be under
the Act for three years.

It is clear that the Army
wants to take action. The Ar-
my chief, General S Padma-
nabhan, had told senior offi-
cers after taking over that he
would not tolerate any cor-
ruption. He reiterated his
statement in a note to his top
commanders and directors-
general late last week.

The court - including a Lieu-
tenant-General and two Ma-
jor-Generals — suggests that
no officer senior to Major-
General will be “attached”.
So, Lieutenant-General Sha-
nkar Prasad, director-gener-
al, infantry, who is mentioned
in the Tehelka report as the
person who called the report-
ers pretending to be arms
traders that “his” work would
start only after the evaluation
trials were ordered by Major-
General Choudhary, ma

THE STATESHAR



Jaswant, 5"
takes charge
of Defence

—
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 19 W7, O

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minigter
Jaswant Singh today took over
the Defence portfolio as addi-
tional charge, but decided to
function from his foreign min-
istry office.Singh visited the
Defence Ministry this afternoon
and met Defence Secretary
Yogendra Narain and other top
ministry officials at the confer-
ence room. The three service
chiefs, Gen S Padmanabhan, Air
Chief AY Tipnis and Admiral
Sushil Kumar later called on
him.The Minister barred TV
cameramen and reporters from
covering the takeover. Ministry
officials explained that he did
not want any publicity. Singh
would operate from his room in
the External Affairs Ministry at
the other end of South Block and
ask for files to be sent
there.Meanwhile, the three-
member Army court of inquiry
today began in-camera proceed-
ings into the defencegate scan-
dal. Besides Lt Gen S K Jain, the
court of inquiry has two other
members, Major General
Mohinder Puri and Major Gen-
eral M Mathew, both holding the
rank of additional Director-Gen-
eral at the Army headquarters
here.The first major task of the
inquiry was to write to tehel-
ka.Com asking for the tapes,
Army sources said adding that
all the five other officials who
figured in the tape had been
attached to the army headquar-
ters here pending the comple-
tion of the inquiry The inquir
has provisions for calling cjvil-
ian witnesses, the sourceg$aid.
Though there was no ti
set, it would be completed at the
earliest, they said.
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‘| Fernandes overruled Abdul

. treasurer R K Jain.

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 13 MARCH

COULD BARAK become the NDA govern-

M

ment's Bofors? Among the various allegations
that emerge from the tapes, there is one that
points a finger at defence
minister George Fernandes of
accepting bribe to ensure thgt
this Israeli missile system is
bought for the Indian Navy.
The suggestion is that Mr

Kalam, the then scientific
advisor to the Prime Minister,
who apparently insisted that
the navy should use the

indigenously developed
Prithvi or Trishul instead. |
The deal allegedly

involves the Barak system of
air-to-air and surface-to-sur-
face missiles being bought for
seven of the navy’s ships in a
transaction worth Rs 560 |
crore.

The pay-off is allegedly 3
per cent (Rs 16.8 crore) to the
Samata Party and an unspeci-
fied amount to the man who
set up the deal, Samata Party

R TR

T: apes point to George’s link
& in Israeli missile deal

“I have spoken to the boss. Don’t woﬁr%\
make everything fine.”

According to Mr Jain, Mr Fernandes
the relevant file and made a note on it suggesi
Barak system should be installed in INS Vi
country s leading aircraft car-
rier. The minister allegedly
raised the bogey of Pakistan’s
naval preparedness to justify
the procurement of one Barak
system for the aircraft carri-
er.

He allegedly told Mr Jain
that since he was overruling
Mr Kalam, it would be unwise
to order the system for all
seven ships in one go. It
would be better, Mr
Fernandes, is said to have
told, if a demand “from
below” could be created after
the Barak had been installed
in INS Viraat. Mr Jain claims
that Suresh Nanda, a former
naval official who is now an
arms dealer, managed to get
the navy to write a letter to
Mr Fernandes saying the
system was needed for all
seven vessels and that
“without this we can’t sur-

The relevant portion of

"the tapes has Mr Jain

explaining in detail how the deal was negotiated.
He claims that he was originally offered a sum of
Rs 1 crore by Rafael, the Israeli company manu-
facturing the Barak system. Mr Jain was heard
telling the website’s representatives that Rafael
told him he could pass on this money to his party
even if the deal could not be clinched, but he
should try and help.

Mr Jain claims that he passed on the money to
party president Jaya Jaitly and told her that it would
be unwise to keep the money if they could not help
in fixing the deal. Ms Jaitly, he claims, asked for two
days time, after which she got back to him and said,

Fernandes: Defenceless v

vive.”

After this, says Mr Jain,
the ministry sanctioned the order of seven sys-
tems, each worth Rs 80 crore.

At the time of the clandestine recording, -
according to Mr Jain, the deal had still not been
finalised.

The price negotiation committee (PNC) was
still in the process of final negotiations.

While there are scattered references to the
line of commissions going all the way up to the
RM (raksba mantri) in the tapes, there are also
some who insist that Mr Fernandes himself is
immune to bribery, unl%e/:;)me of his other cab-
inet colleagues. Yo

N




= Jag,want gets Defence

By Our Special Cor spondent (‘) N ) q V‘/\/ Ho- ’

| NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The External
Affairs Minister, MY. Jaswant

| Singh, has been appointed the

" country’s new Defence Minister
in the place of Mr. George Fer-

. nandes who resigned on account
of the tehelka.com “expose”.

A press communique from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan today said the
President of India, ‘‘as advised by
the Prime Minister, has directed
that Mr. Jaswant Singh, Minister
of External Affairs, may hold the
charge of Minister of Defence, in
addition to his current charge.”

The appointment of Mr. Singh,
known to be a close confidante of
the Prime Minister, sends a dou-
bie signal — that Mr. AB. Vaj-
payee is asserting himself, and
that he expects Mr. Fernandes’
absence from the Government to
be temporary. Officials in the
PMO said as much and after the
NDA meeting two days ago, it was
formally stated that once Mr. Fer-
nandes is cleared by the judicial
inquiry he would get back the De-
fence portfolio.

The Railway Minister’s slot, fol-
lowing the resignation of Ms. Ma-
mata Banerjee, is not likely to be
filled in a hurry. Apparently, the
view is that since the Ministry has
two Ministers of State, which was
not the case in the Defence Minis-
try, there was no need to rush an
appointment.

As for Mr. Jaswant Singh’s ap-
pointment as Defence Minister,
there were other considerations

as well. A former soldier and a
product of the National Defence
Academy, Mr. Singh is familiar
with the inner workings of the
country’s military establishment.
His appointment as Defence Min-

ister, when turbulence in the
country’s military establishment
is visible, is therefore expected to
go down well, especially among
the three services.

Already the defence forces are
well disposed towards Mr. Singh
and see in him the attributes of a
military ‘“moderniser”. His in-
puts, for instance, in the sweeping
recommendations on higher de-
fence management which have
been made Group of Ministers re-
cently have been well recognised
by them. Mr. Singh is also a close

THE

YIND

hii&

friend of the former Minister of
State for Defence, Mr. Arun Singh,
who has been the driving force in
initiating these changes.

Mr. Singh may have to work
hard to come to grips with the de-
fence bureaucracy which might
have reservations about impend-
ing “‘pro- services” changes.

Mr. Singh’s appointment takes
into account the fulfilment of the
country’s larger national security
commitments. The Government
appears keen that the Tehelka
disclosures, which have rattled
the Vajpayee regime, do not un-
duly obstruct the country’s post-
Kargil modernisation drive.

In fact, the military modernisa-
tion effort has just begun to gath-
er steam. The SU-30 deal which is
meant to make the Indian Air
Force into a long reach “strategic
force” has been signed. But major
acquisitions are still pending.
These include the air-to-air re-
fueling planes which will greatly
extend the reach of the IAF far be-
yond the Indian borders.

The responsibilities which In-
dia’s nuclear weapon status has
bestowed may also have been a
factor behind Mr. Singh’s ap-
pointment. India, for instance, is
yet to translate on ground its doc-
trine of minimum nuclear deter-
rence.

Known for his “strategic fore-
sight” in the Ministry of External
Affairs, Mr. Singh, as Defence
Minister, may now have his hands
on the levers to translate his ‘‘vi-

sion” into reality. —

1 g MR 20



Jaswant Singh gets

1A

temp
of defence’

The Times of india News Service
NEW DELHI: Amidst a renewed
controversy over the ruling NDA
piling platitudes on George
Fernandes, re-confirming him as
the NDA convener and expressing
“hope” that he would return to the
defence ministry soon, Prime
Minister Vajpayee on Sunday
handed over the defence portfolio
to external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh.

This is clearly an ad hoc arrange-
ment since Mr Jaswant Singh, a
former army officer who is consid-
ered to be an expert in security
affairs, will also hold charge of the
external affairs ministry.

“The President, as
advised by the Prime |
Minister, has directed that
Mr Jaswant Singh, minister
of external affairs, may
hold the charge of minister §
of defence, in addition to
his current charge,” a §
Rashtrapati Bhavan com
munique said. wa

Curiously, there was no indica-
tion from official circles or the
Prime Minister’s Office on who
would hold charge of the railway
ministry some three days after
Mamata Banerjee quit the cabinet
and pulled her party out of the rul-
ng alliance. Indeed, it was her
angry action “on principle” and
‘he demand that those tainted by
:he ‘Armsgate’ expose should be
shown the door that forced Mr
Fernandes to step down late on
Thursday night.

With Ms Mamata Banerjee, her
party colleague and minister of
~tate for external affairs Ajit Panja

t

3

OI’&I‘O\*

charge

D fdV e
ministry

also quit the council of ministers.
And in an escalating confronta-
tion, several of Mr Fernandes’ /
peeved Samata Party colleagues
re-tendered their resignations on
Friday morning.

While six ministerial berths are

lying vacant, the Prime Minister
has chosen to fill just one and there
has been no word yet on the oth-
ers.  Officially, though Mr
Fernandes’ Samata colleagues
have quit the council of ministers,
the PM has not yet accepted their
resignations. Obviously, it is hoped
that they could be persuaded to
return to their ministries.
In fact, home minister
| Advani called Nitish
Kumar to his office on
Saturday and had a long
talk with him. Though it is
public knowledge that
y there is no love lost
between Mr Fernandes
§ and Mr Nitish Kumar, the
Sinah former agriculture minister
9% has not yet been persuade
to return to the cabinet.

Rather significantly, though th
‘Armsgate’ expose has affected th.
railway ministry the most, the PM
has made no effort to fill up the
vacancies there.

Meanwhile, JD(U) leader
Ramakrishna Hegde demanded
that Mr Fernandes should step
down as convenor of the NDA till
he was cleared by the probe into
the defence deal expose though
the party leadership did not share
his view. “I don’t want Mr
Fernandes to continue as the con-
venor of the alliance till he comes
out clean,” Mr Hegde said.
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MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2001

PROBING THE ALLEGATIONS -

THE TEHELKA TAPES drew attention to two in-
dependent, although sometimes inter-related, is-
sues. The dubious manner in which political
parties are funded and the dubious means by
which defence deals are struck. Under the terms
of reference, the judicial probe — an omnibus
inquiry which will cover all aspects of the “reve-
lations” contained in the Tehelka tapes — will
cover both these problems. While the setting up
of a judicial probe is a welcome thing, a couple of
things need to be kept in mind. The probe should
not be allowed to become an occasion for the
country to be served up another list of recom-
mendations — a document which merely spells
out measures for the systemic reform of the proc-
ess of defence procurements or political party
funding.

Such reforms are important, also imperative.
But the information contained in the Tehelka
tapes demand a look at specific defence deals the
tapes refer to. The probe must identify whether
there is a prima facie case for conducting further
investigations into such deals as the Barak anti-
missile defence systems acquired for the Navy. If
the revelations do, as Mr. Vajpayee has suggest-
ed, provide an “‘opportunity” to cleanse political
life and make the defence of the country stron-
ger, the probe must aim at uncovering the whole
truth. It is true that much of the information per-
taining to defence deals in the tapes is in the
nature of hearsay. Much of it is also provided by
characters — principally the former Samata Party
Treasurer, Mr. R. K. Jain, and the so-called RSS
“super- trustee’’ Mr. R. K. Gupta — whose cred-
ibility may be called into doubt. Some of what
has been said also appears to be contradictory.
But the tapes contain enough to cast deep suspi-
cions on the manner in which a few specific deals
were put through. One of the most important
tasks of any inquiry into the Tehelka tapes would
be to carry out a thorough scrutiny of this. It is
also important for any enquiry not to get diverted

AV
into a search for any conspiracy behind the ex-

pose merely to gain some political solace for the
NDA.

purchases are invariably, if not always, effected
through the use of middiemen despite a specific
prohibition on such persons interceding oh be-
half of sellers or manufacturers. It was in 1985
that the Rajiv Gandhi Government slapped a ban
on defence agents when it was shopping for ho-
witzers, a contract which was eventually signed
with the Swedish arms manufacturers Bofors AB
and which resulted in charges of kickbacks. It is
doubtful whether the prohibition on middlemen
was ever taken seriously after it was imposed.
Ironically, it was the former Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, himself who had asked
the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) to
probe allegations that middlemen were used in
defence deals even after the ban. The Tehelka
tapes suggest that he was either (at best) blind or
(at worst) extremely hypocritical since the tran-
scripts clearly establish that middlemen were not
only alive and well during his tenure as Defence
Minister but operating with impunity in the cor-
ridors of power and even within his house. Mr.
Fernandes’ lengthy and emotional defence on
television is unconvincing because it fails to an-
swer the fundamental questions. How the man
he personally selected as his party’s treasurer
could brag of fixing specific defence deals, why
bundles of notes were accepted at his official res-
idence from someone posing as an arms seller
and how the ministry he presided over could be
so easily penetrated by middlemen and a couple
of investigative journalists. It does not require a
probe to demonstrate that there is something
horribly wrong about all of this, What it could do
though is to address how such tHings may be
prevented from recurring.
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/Journalists must honaur restrictions while covering defence’ y

Vajpayee

discipline

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 17. — The
Prime Minister today called
upon the armed forces to raise
their standards of probity,
remindéd the media they have
to accept restrictions when cov-
ering military matters, and said
that in a democracy military
decisions shouldn’t be dragged
into political controversies.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
refrained from directly referring
to the political turmeil after
tehelka.com exposed the shady
“defence deal” but the charged
environment in the country pro-
vided the backdrop to his
keynote address to a conference
on the “Role of the Military in
Asian Democracies”.

Organised by Asia News Net-
work, which links 10 major news-
papers of the region and Konrad
Adenauer Foundation, the con-
ference brought together strate-
gic thinkers and media leaders to
reflect on the critical nature of
the civil-military relationship in
this part of the world.

“Because national security
overrides all other considerations
it is given a higher level of protec-
tion against external oversight to
prevent interference in its func-
tioning,” Mr Vajpayee said. “Even
the press, which normally plays
the role of a watchdog on other
institutions of a democracy, has

to accept restrictions in covering.

military matters. Similarly, mili-
tary decisions are not (to be)
dragged into controversies in a
democracy,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee called upon the
military, like other institutions
of democracies, to bow to
inevitable changes in society
and respond to the rising expec-
tations of the people. “While
keeping to their well-defined
role the armed forces need to

constantly raige the standards of
probity, ansparency and
accountapility,” he said.

hg the “new issues of

o

1m

calls

o i\

for

military

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee delivers the inaugural speech at Asian News Network’s conference
on the ‘Role of the Minlitary in Asian Democracies’ in Delhi on Saturday. — The Statesman

modern times” to which the
forces should respond positively
that Mr Vajpayee identified
were environmental protection,
human rights and greater par-
ticipation by women. “In all
these matters, armed forces in
democracies around the world
can benefit a lot from each

}
On page 10 k
® Advani dares Opp to {
topple govt §
B TDP the ‘be all’ of |
| NDA now

| ® Many in Sangh parivar
want PMO revamped

other’'s experience,” he said.

The global “wave of democrati-
sation” will spread throngh
Asia, Mr Vajpayee said. In an
era of globalisation and increas-
ing inter-dependency, there was
need to strengthen institutions
of global democracy. “We need to
de-militarise conflicts so that
these can be resolved through
peaceful means.”

That led him to another issue
of increasing concern — terror-
ism. “In recent decades terror-
ism has emerged as a global
menace, It becomes deadlier
when it is combined with reli-
gious extremism and receives
cross-border support. Often it is

the medium through which
proxy wars are fought. It is also
a threat to democracy.”
Declaring that India favoured
“early convening of a global con-
ference on terrorism under the
aegis of the UN,” he said suppre-
ssion of terrorism “urgently req-
uires new responses by both mi-
litary and ei¢ilian institutions
along with global cooperation.”
The history of civilisations, Mr
Vajpayee said, had established
that the people’s will served as
the principal source of legitimacy
for a good system of governance,
which was the basis of modern !

i
B See PM: page 7 /
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(Continued from page 1)

democratic systems.

While the world over the
armed forces were hailed as
representing the highest ma-
nifestation of patriotism, Mr
Vajpayee said the military
was constitutionally needed
to accept the supremacy of a
civilian authority.

“Its role is to defend and not
to govern,” he said.

“In a mature democracy,
the people have a well-
defined way of expressing
their discontent against bad
governance by voting out a
set of people in power and
voting in another set of their

choice. /? ™ Lotnly

“They kla)w hi?t th%/ need
not turn to the military for
effecting such change.”

Welcoming Mr Vajpayee,
the managing editor and
director of The Statesman
and member of ANNs
executive board, Mr
Ravindra Kumar, said the
conference was an attempt to
“explore an issue that forms a
part of the Asian backdrop”.

“Recent events may have
lent a tinge of irony to the
question of the military’s role
in Asian democracies,” Mr
Kumar said, “but even labels
— blue or black — need to be
viewed in perspective and we
hope informed discussion
will allow the cameras of our
brains to capture images
that are  intellectually
edifying.”

Tracing India’s tremendous
influence in the region while
thanking the Mr Vajpayee for
his opening address, Dato’
Mrs) Ng Poh Tip, Asian
News Network chairperson,
ixpressed ‘admiration of the
wountry’s strides in informa-
tion and communicatjon tech-
iwologies.

“These are important in
reating a challenging envir-
rnment within which is evol-
ved a Press that is vibrant,
credible and responsible,”
«aid the The Star (Malaysia)
group editor. She ,added:
“New  technologies * will
certainly shape the future of
newspapers and demand ,

ﬁi{ﬁgy us, as publisher§/

ropriate responses.” /
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‘Do you remember Ehls/./

. /We discussed how dn of
dealing with this problem was to
gee if we could impress upon the

/ establishment that those from
whom we make our arms pur-
chases, the built-in commissions
(depending on the class of the

roduct) taken by the arms manu-
facturers should be done away
with. The problem is: even if you
do not accept it, even there there
are arms manufacturers who will
say this is the price.

Arein-built commissions continu-
ing in India?

The bulk of our arms pur-
chases are from Russia. Talks,
since I have been here, have been
directly between the customer (us)
and the seller (Russians). In this
deal, so far, there has been no
cushion that had to shared or fer-
etted away. But as  was saying, the
Home Minister and I were dis-
cussing the issue and we felt that
we should tell all those from whom
we are buying the weapons that the
prices should not be padded with
commission or bribery, and that if

So, is a new
on the anvil?
That is what we discussed. But |
we are yet to take a formal deci- |
sion. Which means that there will {
be no kickbacks and wherever |
there is a cushion, it must be identi- |
fied and we should be told that this |
is the extent to which your price ‘
will be reduced. \

What about internal trans- |
parency? How much account-
ablity is there in the MoD for inter- |
nal functioning and purchases? 1

In the MoD, out of the budget
of Rs 42,000 crore, an overwhelm-
ing sum will go in payment of |
salaries. Then, there is ordinance [
purchases which are purely book \
transfers. I am still in the process of |
trying to find out where the various |
leaks take place. i

For instance, how defence |
money gets laundered: political
parties, Ministries and State Gov- .
ernments together owe the MoD |
about Rs 200 crore for the hiring of J
IAF aircraft.

The money is coming out of the ‘

S purchase policy | ‘

they have, we should be giventhat MoD’s budget all this is |
item by deducting that quantumof ~ money speny defending the '
money. country. * /
<E98
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Nanda  Is the name of the game

BHAVNA VL) proflles
- Admiral Nanda, who
has been named in
the Tehelka tapes

 He’s a brave officer who gave the
Indian Navy something to celebrate:
the siege of Karachi on December 4,
1971, that’s since observed as Navy
Day.

Q He’s anarms dealer and the owner

of Crown Corporation, who consid-

erably helped his son Suresh Nanda’s
careerto fixmurky defence deals?

[ A doting grand-father— but “def-
initelynot agentleman” according to
the police — who spent a great deal
of his money, resources and energy to
help grandson Sanjeev Nanda in the
BMW accident case.

real Admiral S M

Nanda may never stand

up. But the name of the

. former Chief of Naval

Staff (CNS) keeps getting men-

tioned if defence deals of all hues.

Not surprisingly then, his name

was among the slew of names that

popped up in Tehelka’s sting oper-
ation ondefence deals.

The name ‘Suresh Nanda’ —
his son — and just ‘Nanda’ crops
up several times in the transcript of
the clandestinely recorded video
tapes. The name of the Admiral’s
son is always mentioned in connec-
tiort with politicians, and can be
heard offering them huge bribes
(or donations or commissions as
they prefer to call them) to grab
contracts.

Nanda’s name is mentioned in
the tapes.in relation to the one
crore rupees paid to Samata Party
treasurer R.K. Jain for the order of
250 Armoured Recovery Vehicles
from a Slovak company and rela-

\

(left to right) Air Chief Marshal PC. Lal, Adnural S.M. Nanda and General S.H.EJ. Manekshaw join the then Indlan Defence MinisterJag]ivan Ram
- after the 1971 victory. Photo courtesy bharatrakshak.com

tion to George Fernandes and in

the Barak deal worth Rs 560 crore
for INS Viraat.

The then CNS, Admiral
Vishnu Bhagwat, had also consis-
tently claimed that the Indian Navy
did not need the expensive Barak
system. He had insisted that the

‘money should not be invested in

defensive technology but in offen-
sively oriented systems.

In his affidavit before the Lok
Sabha on March 14, 1999, Admiral
Bhagwat said his view was over-
looked because of “well known
lobbies of arms dealers involved in

#mport of arms who are more in-

terested in commissions
than security of the coun-
29

“I would like to state
that one particular arms
dealer, Admiral .SM.
Nandawho was the agent of

several arms transactions

for import of arms,” stated
Admiral Bhagwat.
Bhagwat also spoke of
the longstanding relation-
ship between Admiral
Nanda and George Fernan-
des, which dates back three
decades, when Nanda was
the Managing Director of

MDIAN EXPRE: -

15 MAR 2001

The relationship between
Nanda and George
Fernandes goes back to
three decades when
Nanda was the Managing
Director of Mazagaon
Dock Limited (in 1967-68)
and Fernandes was a

trade union leader
. ]

Mazagaon Dock Limited (in
1967-68) and Fernandes was
atrade union leader.

It was after retiring as
CNS that Admiral Nanda
started the how common
trend of hiring retired de-
fence personnel into his firm
Crown Corporation. His son
Suresh Nanda, who was also
in the Indian Navy, took re-
tirement after attaining the
rank of a Lt Commander and
joined his father.

Their company supplied
military ware to Third World
countries. Ofﬁc1ally, that’s

still what the company does The
Nandas have steadfastly denied

* any link with any defence deal.

Yet, their name figures in al-
most every major defence deal —
be it the Admiral Gorshkov ship
for: the navy (worth Rs 3,500
crore), T-90 tanks for the army
(both from Russia) and Advanced
Jet Trainers (AJT5) for the A1r
Force. ’

- They may reject the label, but
the Nandas, according to a com-
petitor, have attained the undeni-
able status of being the foremost
arms dealers in India, a status ear-
lier enjoyed by M.K. Jajodia.

In fact, Suresh Nanda and his

| family have British citizenship,

which helped them do business in
that' country with a branch of
Crown Corporation flourishing.

Nanda even acquired a stake in an

_ Indian daily newspaper which had a

United Kingdom edition (he later -
gave up the bid).

The Crown Corporation and
the Nandas came into the limelight
after the CBI and Income Tax de-
partment conducted raids on their
premises in connection with the

- HDW deal in the late 80s. A

peeved Admiral Nanda wrote a
letter to the then Prime Minister .
Indira Gandhi, saying he had
served- the country for three
decades and that thiswasnoway to
treat him. The case is still being
heard in the Dethi High Court.

The flamboyant Admiral
Nanda has come a long way from
the 1971 war, when the navy deci-
sively defeated Pakistan by laying
sedge to Karachi. At the time, the
US naval fleet was advancing to-
wards the Indian seas.

Admiral Nanda loves to tell the
story of how he preempted the
danger by inviting the US nav.
commander for a beer. His h
tality.won friends even the;




“There’s corruptior
in Defence Ministry’

HT Correspondent Ve

New Delhi, March 16 '\ ’CZL

CEN'TRAL VIGILANCE COI\I-
missioner N Vittal has been
investigating over 400 defence
dealss of more than Rs 75 crore
since: 1989. A primary goal of his
probe was to examine the role of
middlemen in these deals.
Though his preliminary report
to the Government is a secret, he
has enough to say on the murky
world of defence middlemen.
Excerpts from an interview by
Saurabh Shukla: \ ! %;
HT: You had exhausti eet-
ings with some key officials of
the: armed forces on the defence
dezls that you were asked to look
int.o. What was the outcome and
why has it taken so long for you
to pin the blame?
Viittal: Our interaction was quite
comprehensive. We have submit-
te:d the preliminary report to the
Government and it is now for the
(Government to make it public.
We were supposed to submit our
ffinal report at the end of March.
But now with these tehelka
tapes, we will take a fresh look at
it and this may take a month
more. -0 1{;1 N (o
HT: You have beer talking about
transparency. Then why is this
report secret? The writing on the
wall is clear, the tehelka episode
demonstrates that middlemen
are very much there.
Vittal: There are a number of
secret documents we have used
for our report. So the report has
been marked secret. But I can tell
you there is corruption in the
ministry of defence.

HT: Most of these middlemen
are not public servants. And then
there are politicians, who do not

come under your purview. Then
how do you think your report
will deal with the issue?
Vittal: I am not saying we can do
everything. The question is,
what is it that you can do in the
present situation? The idea was
that the office of the CVC should
be the focal point in the fight
against the corruption, and it
has become so.

HT: But middlemen are accepted
in many countries. Is there any-
thing wrong with having middle-
men?

Vittal: Middlemen function
throughout the world. In India,
post 1989, the defence ministry
decided there should not be any
middlemen for any defence deal.
It is a hypocritical approach and
they have been misleading the
country. The problem arises
because of the non-transparency
in defence deals in the name of
national security, which is a
farce. This leads to corruption
and it’s difficult to weed this out
till these deals are done trans-
parently. We have to explode this
myth of defence secrecy.

HT: If you have to decide pun-
ishment for these ministry offi-
cials who took bribes and com-
promised national security, what
kind of punishment would you
prescribe for them?
Vittal: There should be a more
stringent punishment for cor-
rupt officials. The maximum
punishment that we have for offi-
cials is departmental action,
which may lead to dismissal.
However, even this is not enough.
There is an inherent weakness in
the system. Someone who has
been corrupt has already made
tla.x;ough money to lead a lavish

ife.

THE HINDUST... ™ -

h A

o Wi

l



/~ Security levels in armed
”“" AL
forces breached: Geof'ge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA . Q‘\\A 8 \c

P ’,\) l“ 5 1
NEW DELHI, March 16. — Mr George Fer-
nandes today said tehelka.com’s operation
shows that “various levels in the armed forces
“have been penetrated” and felt that it could on-
ly benefit India’s enemies.

“I have reasons to believe that it (the portal)
has penetrated the defence establishment. My
concern is that by creating a fictitious organisa-
tion and a story and offering five-star hotel lux-
uries and booze, various levels in the armed
forces have been penetrated. The illegal exercise
might have cost crores of rupees,” he said.

India’s security has also been sought to be sub-
verted by those preventing a discussion on the is-
sue in Parliament, Mr Fernandes said. He added
that attempts were being made by certain quar-
ters to lower the morale of the troops posted along
the borders and in Siachen by ensuring that re-
ports about the “rubbish” defence deals reached
them through radio and TV withant anv discus-

J

sion in Parliament. Demanding an “immediate
investigation into the damage done to national
security,” he said “foreign beneficiaries of the ex-
ercise can only be our enemies.” Mr Fernandes,
however, did not elaborate on his statement.

He said certain levels in the armed forces could
also have been subjected to “blackmail” in the por-
tal's exercise. Defending Ms Jaya Jaitley’s re-
marks taped by the portal at his residence, Mr Fer-
nandes said: “I challenge the world to give me one
case of a deal that has been struck in this house”.

Noting that the portal team got an appoint-
ment with Ms Jaitley through an acquaintance,
he said: “She did not say anything that cannot
be stated in public’. Maintaining that political
leaders and MPs have always approached min-
isters on various projects, he said: “It is my du-
ty to see that justice is done”.

“Jaitley was approached as the president of Sa-
mata Party. She did not take any money and
asked those people to give the donation for the
party’s national convention.” ./
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NEW DELHI, March 16. — The
Prime Minister went on air
today and proposed a judicial
commission to probe the
Tehelka allegations to control
the fallout that has claimed two
Cabinet ministers, a minister
of state and the BJP chief.

But during his less than 10
minutes’ address to the nation,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee didn’t
indicate whether the cleansing
of the Aegean stables would
extend to his office.

Referring to  earlier
governments’ inaction on such
matters, Mr Vajpayee took the
issue to the Opposition’s door,
saying: “The important point is
that action has been taken
immediately... in sharp contrast
to the way others similarly
placed have reacted in the past.”

NDA members and later the
Cabinet met to decide on how
the  proposed one-man
commission would function. A
sitting or retired Supreme
Court judge will be appointed
after consulting the Chief
Justice of India to inquire into
all aspects of the tehelka.com
including the
conspiracy angle, if any, the
parliamentary affairs minister,
Mr Pramod Mahajan, said. It
will report in four months.

The commission has a four-
point agenda, according to the
terms of reference:

1. to probe defence transa-
ctions and other procurements
exposed in the tehelka.com
videotapes and transcripts and

" find out if they;vere carried out

judic

1al

‘,
S\
accordmg to the prescribed o
procedures and imperatives of
national security;

2. to inquire if any individual,
organisation or government
official got bribes in any of the
procurement transactions; if
yes, to what extent;

3. to suggest action to be taken
against persons found guilty in
such transactions; and

4. to probe all aspects of the
allegations and other matters
connected with or incidental to
any act of omission or comm-
ission referred to in 1 and 2.
The commission will be
notified as soon as a judge is
selected, Mr Mahajan told

journalists after the Cabinet.

meeting.

Speaking of “issues of great
moment” that “have arisen”,
Mr Vajpayee said “at no point
have such allegations been
made” against his colleagues in
his 52-year public life. That’s
why they are of the “gravest
concern” to him,

Mr Vajpayee questioned the
motives and timing of the
“intense discovery” and spoke
of the steps he has initiated to
contain its fallout.

Dismissing as “patently false”
the “boasts and allegations” in
the tapes, he defended his
government, saying: “No
minister is involved... No deal
is actually struck... Hurling

-such allegations is criminal...

Paying heed to them is just as
destructive.”

But the “din of allegations and
explanations should not be
allowed to obscure essential
principles, and the interests of

ount” the interests an(
ity of the nation and the

‘cleaning up of the politica

‘system.

The government “shall d«
everything necessary to bring
everyone guilly to account -
howsoever high or low”.

He urged the Opposition to let
the Parliament-to function
“Let us have a thorough
discussion in Parliament. Let
us get back to work.”

But earlier in the day, slogans
and counter-slogans between
the treasury benches and the

Opposition forced the Speake
to adjourn the House for :f

* third consecutive day today. No

business could be transacted.

Before Mr GMC Balayogi
arrived in the House, MPs were
on their feet with allegations
and counter-allegations. As the
Opposition ‘asked the
government to resign
immediately, BJP members
waved a Hindi daily that had
reports on the Bofors scam.

Mr Balayogi pleaded with the
members to restore order and
let the proceedings resume. But
his pleas were ignored and the
House was adjourned till 19
March.

Neither the Prime Minister
nor the home minister were
present. Most of the Congress
MPs too were absent, as was
their leader, Mrs Sonia Gandhi,
who was in Bangalore for the
AICC session.

¥
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L»ong-Term Perspective

VEN as the threats to

national security increas-

ed manifold towards the
close of the 20th century, In-
dia’s defence expenditure de-
creased progressively as a per-
centage of the Gross Domestic
Product from 3.59 per cent in
1987-88 to 2.31 per cent in
1999-2000. During this decade
of stagnation, every finance
minister reiterated while pre-
senting his budget that India’s
security will never be compro-
mised. Ironically, each one of
them further reduced the
budgeted defence expenditure,
both in real terms
and as a percentage |
of the GDP. At 3.59
per cent of the GDP
in 1987-88, the de-
fence expenditure
was the highest ever
after 1963-64-when it
had been hiked from
1.69 (1961-62) to
3.84 per cent of the
GDP consequent to
the fateful 1962 war
with China. Incre-
dibly, despite two |
more wars since the
ignominy of 1962
and a decade of Pak-
istan’s low cost, high
payoff proxy war, the
defence budget was

e

e

By GURMEET KANWAL

level of funding is totally
insufficient to meet crucial
requirements including moder-
nisation of armed forces. This
committee in the preceding
years (had) also emphasised
that in the interest of the
security of the country, defence
spending should be raised at
least to the level of three per
cent of the GDP”. The 11th
Finance Commission has also
recommended the defence ex-
penditure should be raised to
around three per cent of the

PEE CENT
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again allowed to slip
to levels below 2.5 per cent of
the GDP. Quite obviously, the
Kargil conflict was waiting to
happen.

INSUFFICIENT
An analysis of defence expen-
diture over a period of one and
a half decades since the mid-

1980s leads to several de-

- ductions. First, the rate of in-
crease of defence expenditure
in current rupees shows a not-
able decline. Capital expendi-
ture that goes towards moder-
nisation has been the main
casualty of this drop in the
average annual growth rate of
defence expenditure. The gap
between the needs assessed by
the services and what was
made available was invariably
large. Also, even as the share of
capital expenditure was falling
as a percentage of the defence
budget (from 31.8 per cent in
1991-92 to 26.95 per cent in
1997-98), the rupee depreciated
by about 75 per cent against
the US dollar and other hard
currencies. Taking inflation
also into account, this resulted
in the almost complete stop-
page of the replacement of ob-
solescent equipment and force
modernisation; whatever funds
still remained in the capital
account kitty in real terms had
to be utilised to meet existing
contractual liabilities for wea-
pons and equipment acquired
during the previous decades.

While examining the budget
proposals of the ministry of
defence for 1998-99, Parlia-
ment’s Standing Committee on
Defence made the following
observations: “The committee
note that the total defence allo-
cation for the year 1998-99 has
been pegged at Rs 41,000 crore,
an increase of 14.13 per cent
over the Revised Estimates
1997-98. The hike in defence
budget is just about enough to
meet the outflow of the Fifth

. Pay Commission recommenda-
tions which is estimated to be
10 per cent of the budgetary

- estimates (BE) and general
inflation of about six per cent.
The rupee devaluation has
further eroded budget capacity.
Thus, in real terms, the provi-
sion for items other than sala-
ries and allowances in the de-
fence, budget has remained
-stati€, if not reduced... This low

The author is a former Senior
‘ellow, Institute for Defence
tudies and Analyses, New
Jelhi.

GDP by 2004-05.

Arguably, Pakistan’s strategic
blunder in launching its un-
sustainable incursions into
Kargil was based on the as-
sumption that the fighting
capabilities of the Indian
armed forces, particularly the
army, had been seriously de-
graded by a progressive decline
in the defence expenditure
even as commitments for in-
ternal security duties and
counter-insurgency operations
increased in Punjab, J&K and
the northeastern states. Jasjit
Singh, director, Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delhi, has éxpressed simi-
lar views: “This (the declining
defence ecxpenditure: has re-
sulted in serious degradation of
the conventional military capa-
bility. The war in Kargil high-
lighted the basic problem
caused by the decline in
defence spending for more than
a decade...” During the Kargil
conflict, General VP Malik,
Chief of the Army Staff, had
stated that the army, “... would
make do with what we have”.

UNSPENT

It is well known that there
was a rush to import a large
number of critical items, inclu-
ding 155-mm Bofors artillery
ammunition, while the Kargil
conflict was on. That the Pakis-
tani intruders were evicted in
less than two months from
their weli-entrenched perches
is more a tribute to the
indomitable courage of Indian
infantrymen against seemingly
insuperable odds

The services continue to be
plagued by large-scale short-
ages. Obsolescent war machin-
es, like the 1970s vintage
Vijayant tanks, are still
stationed for frontline duty.
Artillery guns of World War II
vintage like the 25 Pounder
and the 1960s technology-
based 75/24 Indian Mountain
Gun have only recently been
reported to have been phased
out of service. The Indian Air
Force is still flying refurbished
MIG-21s with an alarming
accident rate that does no
credit to its fine reputation as
an excellent fighting force. The
acquisition of Advanced jet
Trainers is still under “active
consideration” several decades
after the project was initiated.

India has still not acquired a
second aircraft carrier to
replace the decommissioned
Vikrant. Shortly before retiring

s Stil gcking

in 1996, Admiral VS Shek-
ahawat, the Naval Chief, had
stated that the Indian Navy

would have no battleships left -

after 10 to 15 years as no new
orders had been placed on In-
dian shipyards and no pur-
chases ex-import were in the
pipeline. The induction of mod-
ern force multipliers has had to
be put on the back burner in
most cases. It was in this dif-
ficult situation that the finance
minister had permitted a sharp
increase of 28.2 per cent in the
2000-01 budget (over the
defence budget for 1999-2000)
to Rs 58,587 crore.
Even after this hefty
increase, the defence
expenditure was still
-| pegged at only 2.67
per cent of the GDP
against the need to
raise it to at least
three per cent of the

3.5 per cent over a
{ sustained period of
10 to 15 years if ade-
quate

| to meet emerging
threats. However,
allocations made

ruary 2001 revealed

GDP initially and to

capabilities .
are to be developed °
this year’s budgetary
public on 28 Feb-:
that of the additional .

Rs 10,000 crore allotted in the .

2000-01 budget estimates, Rs
4,000 crore had remained
unspent. Of this large chunk of
unexpended funds, 75 per cent

was due to funds earmarked for

modernisation not having been
utilised.

CHURCHILL'S VIEW
This year (2001-02) defence

spending has been pegged at Rs -

62,000 crore, approximately 2.5
per cent of the GDP. This

amounts to an increase of Rs |

7,539 crore or 13.8 per cent

over the revised estimates of Rs

54,461 crore (2000-01). Though

the increase is sufficient to
take care of inflation and a
drop in the value of the rupee,
it remains to be seen whether

this year the funds will be :

completely utilised. So far

India’s finance ministers have :

not even taken a medium-term

view of defence expenditure. .

There is no reason to allow '

unexpended - défence funds to |
lapse at the end of a financial '

year. These must be carried
forward, only then can long and
medium-term strategies for
force modernisation be imple-
mented in a realistic manner.
The Finance Act must be amen-

ded to permit such budgetary .

practices.

Armed forces capabilities take
several decades of painstaking
effort to build. These must not
be subjected to the vagaries of
annual budgetary exercises.
Winston Churchill’s views on
the force structures of the
armed are revealing. Speaking

as a MP in the House of
Commons in 1923, he had said:
“The armed forces are not like a :

limited liability company to be

reconstructed from time to time :

as the money fluctuates. It is |
not an inanimate thing like a |

house to be pulled down or'

enlarged or structurally altered

at the caprice of the tenant or .

owner. It is a living thing. If it .
is bullied, it sulks; if it is '

unhappy, it pines; if it is
harried, it gets feverish; if it is
sufficiently disturbed, it will
wither and dwindle and almost
die, and when it comes to this
last serious condition, it is only
revived by lots of time and lots
of money”.

India’s national security plan-

ners must take heed of the
timeless wisdom of Churchill’s/

considered views and
shackle defence planning
the straitjacket of
budgetary exercises.
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NEW DELHI, MAREH 15. Following is the state-
ment of the Defelpce Minister, Mr. George Fer-
nandes’ broadcayt today on Doordarshan in
which he announded his resignation. “Taking
the lies against me as a weapon by blocking
Parliament, thereby preventing me from tell-
ing the truth; by taking to the streets, when a
discussion in Parliament would have brought
out the facts, the Opposition parties have
caused immeasurable harm to our national
security. That is why I am here before you.

Allegations of kickbacks and middlemen
have always been there in the defence sector.
Allegations have been levelled from time to
time in Parliament also. When I entered the
Ministry of Defence on 19th March, 1998, 1
came with the determination to run a clean
and transparent Defence Ministry. The first
step I took was to keep complaint boxes at
many places in the Ministry of Defence and
other defence offices in Delhi. Complaints be-
gan to pour, some anonymous and others
identifying the complainant. We took action
on these complaints. When allegations were
made in Parliament about the presence of
middlemen, I took a decision in January 2000
that defence contracts worth Rs. 75 crores or
more would be sent to the CVC and C&AG for
a time bound and mandatory scrutiny. At that
time, some people attributed political motives
to this decision. The truth was that my orders
were meant to cover past as well as on-going
and future transactions.

The Central Government has also taken
many steps to eradicate and eliminate the role
of middlemen and agents. Today, in every de-
fence contract, the party contracted with, has
to certify in the contract itself that it has not
employed any agents or middlemen and that
if it is found that it has done so, then the con-
tract is liable for cancellation. I am proud to
say that the Defence Ministry of this country
would be one of the very few Defence Minis-
tries of the world which has such clauses man-

dated and included in the defence documents.

While it is true that there are black sheep in
every organisation and it is quite possible that
some individuals in this vast machinery of
Government could have been corrupted, it
would be wrong and despicable to tarnish ev-
eryone with the same brush.

Against the backdrop of the on-going tur-
moil over a so-called investigations by a web
site, I would like to clarify in some detail some
of the defence acquisitions which have been
approved in recent years and about which al-
legations of corruption and middlemen have
surfaced in the transcript released by this web
site. Before that, however, it needs to be un-
derstood that this whole tape and transcript is
in fact about a fictitious contract by a fictitious
company. | want to assure my countrymen
that our procurement system is a time-tested
one and is not porous and vulnerable as
sought to be made out by this so-called in-
vestigation.

If they were a genuine company with a gen-
uine product they would have had to undergo
a series of rigorous tests including trials and
evaluation and any bogus company with sub-
standard or inferior product would have been
rejected by the armed forces at the first in-
stance. I am making this point because it is
only the anti-national forces who would bene-
fit from the sordid picture which is being at-
tempted to be painted by this so-calied
investigation. Let me come to some specific
allegations that have become slogans shouted
in Parliament and publicised through all sec-
tions of the media. The first one is that I ap-
proved the Barak systems for the Indian Navy
despite objections by Dr. Abdul Kalam, Scien-
tific Advisor. The fact of the matter is that the
navy had moved a proposal for procurement
of six Barak systems in 1996 and the Ministry
had accepted the navy's proposal in 1996 itself
and the technical evaluation, price negotia-
tion etc had commenced thereafter. The then
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Scientific Advisor to Raksha Mantri, Dr. Abdul
Kalam, had also accepted that navy’s require-
ment needed to be met immediately. Since the
DRDQO was also developing an indigenous sys-
tem, Trishul, which was vet to be tested, it was
agreed after discussions that the Barak anti-
missile defence systems be approved for im-
mediate deployment and Trishul be fitted on
future warships i.e. when it became available.

I may also mention that the Chief of Naval
Staff had, in fact, written to Dr. Abdul Kalam
and the Government explaining the urgency of
the requirement and had brought out the crit-
icality of the need in view of the purchase of
P3C Orion aircraft fitted with air to surface
missiles and the Submarine- launched Exocet
missile by Pakistan. This proposal was ap-
proved by the Cabinet Committee on Security
in March 2000. Incidentally, the Trishul sys-
tem is not ready even today for fitment on the
Indian naval ships. The last trials were held in
May 2000. DRDO complains about the lowest
offer of a Czech company for supply of Ar-
moured Recovery Vehicles being rejected by
me. The fact is that a report from the Indian
Defence Attache, Prague, was already on rec-
ord in file that the Czech company was not an
original equipment manufacturer. It was a
company for production of heavy metal parts,
cement plants and agricultural machinery.
This report even went on to say that this com-
pany was planning to procure surplus stocks
of ARVs from the Czech army, break them
down, modernise/improve them and sell
them off. Thus, we would have been buying
old second-hand equipment and contrary to
existing government guidelines from a non-
original equipment manufacturer. In the
event, we decided to procure these vehicles
from none of the foreign companies but from
indigenous concerns, and that too from public
sector undertakings and a cefitract for 87 vehi-
cles was equally sh between BHEL and
BEML.
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Ternandes stays put, but makes 'séven defence

BJP says it is rea

The Times of India News Service( (\/}l
NEW DELHI: Heads have started to roll dﬁow' g

Tuesday’s expose of sleaze
in defence deals by
Tehelka.com. With BIJP
president Bangaru Laxman,
caught on a spy camera

notes from a representative
of a fictitious arms compa-
ny, putting in his papers late
on Tuesday, the Vajpayee
government has started a damage control exercise.

As a combined opposition clamoured for the gov-
! ernment’s resignation, alleging corrup-
! tion in high places, and paralysed parlia-
ment, the government offered a discus-
sion in parliament under any rule as well
as a probe into the expose. While assert-
ing that defence minister George
Fernandes would not quit, the National
Democratic Alliance government placed
under suspension seven officials of the
defence establishment, iricluding addi-
tional director-general of weapons and
equipment, Maj Gen P.S K. Choudhary.

Also suspended were staff officer in
the ordnance factory board H.C. Pant,
assistant financial adviser in the defence
ministry, Narendra Singh, and assistant
in the army headquarters, P. Shashi.
Action against additional defence secre-
tary, L.M. Mehta was recommended to
the ministry of personnel.

Action against three other top offi-
 cials, additional director-general, techni-
cal stores, Maj- Gen M.S. Ahluwalia,
prospective procurement officer, Brig
Igbal Singh and director of ordnance
stores, Col Anil Sehgal was kept pending
as they were out of station.

In a related development, the army
ordered a court of inquiry against the
suspended officers which would be
headed by a Lietenant General who is still to be
named. ‘

_ A defence ministry spokesman said that the action
against the officials was taken after a preliminary
inquiry. He added that defence minister George
Fernandes had summoned top officials of the min-
istry and the Services late on Tuesday night for an
emergericy meeting. But the opposition was not mol-
lified with this limited action and bayed for the resig-
nation of the NDA governmeht.

while accepting a wad of '

ON THE MAT

A PENSIVE PM

for a debate..

Alecusing the government of compromising nation-
al sepurity, opposition members said the NDA gov-
ernment had no moral right to remain in power. They
demanded the intervention of President K.R.
Narayanan if the government refused to step down.
JFollowing the pandemonium, both houses were
‘gdjourned for the day.

“It is unprecedented. It is directly related to our
national security. The government has no moral right
to sit in the treasury benches and must quit immedi-
ately,” deputy leader of the Congress in the Lok
Sabha Madhavrao Scindia said.

Congress chief whip in the Lok Sabha Priyaranjan
Dasmunsi said these deals were not possible without
the support of the Prime Minister. Indian
Union Muslim League leader E. Ahmed

described the expose as disgraceful and
stinking. Another Congress MP, Kapil

had lost all moral authority to govern.
The National Conference, however,
pledged full support to the NDA, saying
the prompt action taken by the govern-
E ment to suspend some army officers and
senior officials was a clear indication of

¢ completely.

Minister of state for commerce and
industries, Omar Abdullah, said that
there was no need for anyone to resign
as there were clear indications that the
government meant business. The DMK,
an NDA constituent, was more guarded
{ in its reaction with party president and
{ Tamil Nadu chief minister M.
- Karunanidhi saying that the Vajpayee
government was already atoning for the
expose, as was evident from Mr
Laxman’s resignation.

Later, Mr Vajpayee held informal con-
- sultations with his close cabinet col-
leagues L.K. Advani, Mr Fernandes and
Pramod Mahajan, and called a meeting
of the NDA allies at his residence.
Trinamul Congress chief Mamata Banerjee, who had
earlier called for the defence minister’s resignation,
stayed away from the NDA meeting, which decided to
stand by the government in the hour of crisis.

At the BJP headquarters, party seniors decided to
appoint vice-president Jana Krishnamurthi as the act-
ing president. The meeting unanimously accepted Mr
Laxman’s resignation. There was, however, no word

from the Samta Party regarding the demgad for the
resignation of its party chief Jaya Jait}y-

FHE TMES OF DA

Sibal, said the government must go as it

its commitment to weed out corruption

Youth Congress workers beat the with

Py

3 2 AN . T ) . ™
this after attempting to set it on fire outside the

BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Wednesday to protest against the Tehelka expose. .

‘Tapes will nail Advani, PMO too’

The Times of Indla News Service
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Tehelka correspon-
dent Mathew Samuel who, along with a colleague,
exposed the murky side of defence deals, has said they
had more tapes which would implicate the very top
rungs of the Vajpayee government, including the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) itself Mr Samuel,
whe has gone into hiding here
fearing a threat to his life, earlier
spoke to newsmen at a meeting
arranged by the Left camp, which
is giving him protection.

He claimed that the border
fencing communication system
had been pushed through for Rs
1,300 crore, for a 25 per cent com-
mission. He hinted that home
minister L.K. Advani would fig-
ure in the next lot of tapes. “A

fixer named SJ. Singh was Chievousand

Govt. denies deal
~The Times of Indla News Service
mwmmhom.mwzfdn
B o emecion
with border fencing. It said: “There is
no proposal for M!dtrﬁ. ol ing and
communication system involving

responsible for getting an Israeli company the con-
tract from the home ministry. A minister and his pri-
vate secretary had taken a 25 per cent commission.
We have that testimony. It is coming next,” he said.
He also said no deal of over Rs 50 crore was possi-
ble without the involvement of the very top. Mr
Samuel said he had met Jaya Jaitly because he could
not meet defence minister George
Fernandes. He said commissions
on defence deals were nothing
new because the Sukhoi deal,
worth Rs 34,000 crore, had been

remaining tapes had more infor-
mation about more. politicians,
bureaucrats and fixers, he added.
M. He said he found not one man in
,8DY. the corridors of power who refused
Are mis , bribe, adding that he planned to
“: write a book about the whole stink.

going on for many years. The

officials pay

Mohammed ilyas

Chaos in state
legislature

The Times of India News Service
MUMBAL By stalling the pro-
ceedings of the two houses of the
state legislature on Wednesday on
Paffaire Bangaru Laxman, the rul-
ing Democratic Front MLAs
played the opposition’s role, com-
plete with throaty slogans and
unfurling of cloth banners.

The DF MLAs, led by chief min-
ister Vilasrao Deshmukh and
deputy chief minister Chhagan
Bhujbal, vociferously demanded
the dismissal of the Atal Behari
Vajpayee government following
Tehelka.com’s expose involving
BJP president Bangaru Laxman,
Samata Party chief Jaya Jaitly and
other senior defence officials.

The assembly was adjourned
thrice amid slo -of “Deshdrohi
Atal Behari ghar jaane ki karo
tayaari (Traitor Atal Behari be
ready to go back home)” and
“Atal, George desh ke gaddar,
raksha mantralaya kaa bhrash-
taachaar (Atal and George are
traitors, the defence ministry is

mired in guns-n-graft)”. :
YOU SAID IT—y Laxman

... and when I grow up I want to be
a cricket star or a movie producer
or a stock broker or a military
W a party president.

_
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Defence Disclosures
Armed Against Operatlon Cl;zan -up

By K SUBRAHMANYAM \\,\1

PECTACULAR corruption in

defence deals goes back to the
HDW submarine contract conclud-
ed in 1980. With the HDW contract,
anew era of kickbacks from defence
contracts began. Defence deals pro-
vide an attractive avenue for money
making for corrupt politicians. The
deals are huge and they are shroud-
ed in secrecy in respect of the pur-
chase itself, the size of the order and
all other aspects of the transaction.
It involves foreign exchange pay-
ment and the negotiating party is
generally not accessible to our me-
dia and is used to the culture of se-
crecy.

Since most defence deals all over
the world are tainted by corruption,
arms dealers are adept at making se-
cret payments and covering their
trails. It is also relatively easy to fob
off queries in Parliament and the
media by invoking national security.
The prices of defence equipment are
also generally secret. The margins in
pricing are usually kept so high as to
enable the seller of the equipment to
provide generous kickbacks and
also ensure enough flexibility in
adjusting prices marginally during
negotiations. A reduction of one
of two per cent in price, or payment
of commission on the same scale
will amount to enormous sums as
these deals are always in hundreds
of millions or billions of dollars.
There was a time when Soviet arms
deals were conmsidered clean. It
would appear that they were not so
from the eighties.

All the defence deals go through
prescribed procedures. The require-
ment of the equipment, its perfor-
mance parameters, the numbers to
be purchased, the extent of spares
needed and unit cost of the equip-
ment are all subject to the user’s ap-
proval, financial vetting and quality
assurance check on arrival. There-
fore, every purchase involves a large
number of people. Price negotia-
tions are invariably conducted by a
committee with the participation of
officials from the ministry of de-
fence, finance and defence services.
The large deals have to be approved
by the cabinet committee on nation-
al security.

A corrupt minister can get around
these procedures. For most of the
equipment, there is more than one
bidder. The equipment usually
varies slightly in performance char-
acteristics. The ultimate decision on
the equipment purchase would have
to be made by comparative evalua-
tion of performance characteristics,
lifetime maintenance costs, the de-
livery schedule, umit price and,
where credit is involved, on the

financing arrangements. Where the
middlemen come in handy is to en-
sure that the firm offering the maxi-
mum kickback will be given infor-
mation on how to make its bid most
attractive so that when the commit-
tee considers the bids, the firm in
question would find favour. The de-
cision taken by the committee is
usually an honest one. The politician
gets the kickback for ensuring that
such a decision is taken.

In other cases, the firm offering
the maximum kickback may not be
able to offer the lowest price. In that
event, particular performance char-
acteristics of the equipment con-
cerned are given higher weightages
to secure a decision in its favour.
This happened in the case of the
HDW submarine and Jaguar air-
craft. In such cases, the politician has
to rope in service officers to insist
that those performance characteris-
tics are crucial from their point of
view. No civilian official or finance

IN BRIEF -

o Most defence deals world-
wide are tainted by corruption

o Middlemen are a partand
parcel of such deals

o All attempts to clean up the
system will be resisted by
politicians

e Inorderto protect
themselves, honest officials
shy away from taking any
defence decisions

person would be able to argue
against that. Service officials, of
course, have to be won over with ap-
propriate inducements.

These kinds of transactions al-
ways involve middlemen who may
be located either in India or abroad.
Ministers or officials concerned do
not want to be seen dealing with the
firms involved. Often the middle-
man arranges to get articles written
in the media praising the perfor-
mance of his principal’s equipment
and running down rivals. In this kind
of sales promotion, obliging media
personnel also become beneficia-
ries. Officials in the defence and fi-
nance ministries cannot influence
the choice of the equipment but are
in a position to delay decisions or
raise uncomfortable questions.
Therefore, middlemen try to placate
them in various ways. If a particular
official is straightforward and proves
difficult, he is shunted out of his post
and a pliant one brought in.

Often the kickback is paid abroad

and transferre home. through the
hawala route whenever required
This is the preferred method of pay-
ment for politicians. Officials who
get smaller amounts are paid ‘in
black’ within the country. Therefore,
the problém of corruption in de-
fence purchases cannot be tackled
purely by improvising procedures
within the ministry. It can be done
only if the income and assets of indi-
vidual ministers and officials aresub-
jected to periodic scrutiny and the
accounts of political parties subject-
ed to public audit. A federal inves-
tigative agency should be able to
keep tabs on all arms deals and mid-
dlemen involved in them and their
contacts with ministers and officials.
The politicians are not likely to
agree to this.

Second, the major equipment se-
lection decisions should be colle-
giate and not left to a single official
whether it is a chief of staff or one of
his senior officers but should be by
boards of senior officers. The Lok
Pal with jurisdiction over ministers
and a vigilance commission with ju-
risdiction over officials have to be
established urgently. It is to be re-
called that an all- party committee
of Parliament did not agree to the
vigilance commissioner initiating ac-
tion against officials without prior
government approval. That was be-
cause, in India, almost all political
parties are interested in money-
making through such underhand
deals for their party purposes.
Therefore, there is a mutuality of in-
terests among most politicians not to
scrutinise big deals too closely.

Political corruption in defence
deals has a very adverse impact on
our defence preparedness. When
there are complaints about certain
defence procurement decisions be-
ing unduly delayed — for example,
the AJT trainer — underlying the
delay will often be considerations of
making money out of such purchas-
es. Most honest officials do not want
to get involved in decisions which
might involve corruption and so try
to avoid taking decisions altogether.
Pakistan would be very pleased with
the present disclosures. This is likely
to bring procurement decision-mak-
ing to a complete halt. Even in 2000-
2001, the ministry could not spend
the money budgeted for procure-
ment. In the coming year, it might
slow down even further unless the
entire procurement process is
thoroughly cleaned up and all politi-
cians are kept under continuous
scrutiny in regard to money-making
whether it is for party purposes or
for personal aggrandisement.
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Charged opposnlon seeks

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Charges of cor-
ruption in high places by a web
portal touched off a political
storm both inside and outside
parliament on Tuesday.

Parliament House corridors
were abuzz as word of the secret-
ly-recorded videotapes did the
rounds. Exultant opposition
| members, sensing blood, finally
found themselves presented with
an explosive issue with which to
hound the Vajpayee government.

To begin with, charged opposi-
tion members paralysed proceed-
ings in both houses, demanding
an explanation from the govern-
ment on the serious allegations
fevelled against senior politicians,
including BJP president Bangaru
Laxman and Samata Party presi-
dent Jaya Jaitely, and asked the
treasury to disprove these
charges. Both houses had to be
adjourned eatly, given the mood
of the opposition.

The uproar witnessed in parlia-
ment, however, promises to be
only the beginning of a stormy
session ahead with opposition par-
ties making it clear that they
would not allow the two houses to
function till the government
comes out with a credible explana-
tion. “The government must
explain itself on what seems to be
incontrovertible evidence of cor-
ruption,” maintained Madhavrao
Scindia, Congress deputy leader
in the Lok Sabha, stating they
would not allow any business to
be transacted in parliament from
Wednesday till the government is
able to give a convincing reply.

While the screening of the tapes
was still on in a city hotel, angry
slogan-shouting opposition mem-
bers, led by the Congress, stormed
" the well of the Lok Sabha, charg-
ing that the country’s security had
been compromised and demand-
ed that Prime Minister Vajpayee
make a statement.

explanation on videgtapes

Bang%me n quits

The Times of India News Service and Agencies

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata Party president Bangaru Laxman,
alleged to have received money from a noni-existent company for fix-
ing a fictitious defence deal, resigned from his post on Tuesday night,
according to party sources. He decided to tender his resignation after
a discussion with Prime Minister Atal Rehari Vajpayee, the sources
said. Mr Laxman is undeistood to have told the Prime Minister that
he was willing to face any inquiry in the matter. Pending the inguiry,
he has taken the decision, the sources said.

Earlier in the day, on the lawns behind his official residence in the
capital’s Kushak Road, a harassed-looking Mr Laxman admitted that
he had accepted Rs 1 lakh, as alleged in a video recording by
Tehelka.com, but claimed he had taken the money for his party.

Mr Laxman then said he had not spoken either to the Prime
Minister, the home minister or any senior leader of his party, Asked if
hewouidres:gxyhehadmmsaid,“%yshmﬂdlwsign’hl con- |
science is clear. In any case, what is the credibility of that dotcom?”

“Peaple offen come to congratulate me on becoming party presi-
dent. They bring sweets, mouney for party funds.. small amounts. In
thlscaseaiso,ltookthemoneyanégaveittometreasmer,”hesmd.

He said, “This (video) is part of a political conspiracy, a plot by the
Congress. Otherwise, would they come in with hidden cameras if they
did not have some other intention?”

But was it usoal to take money from arms dealers for the party? “I
don’t know from where the defence deal comes in. It has nothing to
do with a defence deal. They were traders and they tried to meet me
thrice to congratulate me, and they said they wanted to contribute to
panyfumk.”!!thatmthecase,whydidheaskfurmemstofﬁxe
money in dollars? Mr Laxman, now looking even more uncomfort-
able, shot back: “What de you do with dollars?”

In Parliament, shortly after the news of the video detailing corrup-
tion in high places broke, BJP ministers, like Santosh Gmgvm‘ and
Vidyasagar Rao, and party MPs, like V.K. Mathotra and R.C, Tomar,
all made a beeline for the office of tary affairs minister
Pramod Mahajan. Finally, the usually voluble Mr Mahajan came out
but brushed past journalists in an uncharacteristic hurry, saying he
didw’t know anything.

R.K. Gupta not a trustee: RSS

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The RSS on Tuesday disputed Tehelka’s claim that R K. ;
Gupta was a trustee of the RSS. i

“The RSS is not a trust and hence we don’t have any trustee. In the
1970s Mr Gupta was one of the contractors who built the office in
Jhandewalan. Other than that, Mr Gupta is not linked to the RSS at all.
He has never been an office-bearer of the RSS at any level,” an RSS
spokesman said. Shocked at the dotcom expose, the RSS was not willing
to comment on the allegations that the BJP president had taken bribes. |
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Significant extravaganza

leetreviews are part of the cer-
emonial tradition of navies

across the globe. Traditionally, .

the Indian navy used to hold a

review once during the tenure
of the president who is the supreme
commander of the armed forces, al-
though none has been conducted since
1989. The eighth review recently con-
cluded in Mumbai was special in more
ways than one. It was the first interna-
tional fleet review to beheld in the sub-

continent to mark the.golden jubilee of .

the Indian republic and had as its theme
“Building bridges of friendship”. Of the
70 ships that took-part,-25 were foreign
warships belonging tqnavies of 19 coun-

tries and in all there were 30 foreign .

naval delegations to join the associated
activities. One of thes¥ Activities was a
seminar on “Maritime power-challenges
in the 21st century”. .

The fact that chiefs of many navies
personally led their delegations adds
weight to the ViewiHitia the maritime
community, the éyert*drew worldwide
atténtion. Contrary te-the official view
that China withdrew because its ships
were due to call later, chances are that
China by its refusal was conveying
its own concern on a future clash of
maritime interests in the Indian Ocean.
For obvious reasons, Pakistan was not
invited.

From accounts in the media it is evi-
dent that the hard work put in by the In-
dian navy was duly rewarded by the
wide international representation and
the excellent organization of a major
event such as this. Comments on the
event, however, have varied widely.
While some have dubbed the event as
mere extravaganza, others have called it
adiplomatic event shorn of military sig-
nificance. There are those that have
commented that the Indian navy has
come of age and this was its way of flex-
ing its maritime muscles and putting on
show its power-projection capabilities.

Such diverse comments do not do jus-
tice either to the Indian navy or indeed
to the foreign participants. Senior mili-
tary brass, and more so at chiefs levels,
do not have the luxury of time to spend
days gracing military ceremonials in far
off lands or seas. Indeed, exchange visits
are selective and planned with meticu-
lous care to derive maximum benefits.
Undoubtedly, just beneath the surface of
naval pomp and pageantry there was the
far more subtle and strategic import of
the event, that of India’s maritime capa-
bility, intentions and future direction.

Foreign delegatio‘ps would have

been keenly interested in under-
standing the Indian navy’s percep-
tion of its role and capabilities to deter-
mine how this would have an impact on
the interests or responses of their re-

The author is a retired air marshal of
the Indian air force

BRUESHD. JAYAL (-~ "
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spective navies and governments. The
Indian navy, on the other hand, was in-
terested not only in externally showcas-
ing its own hardware and capabilities
for due deterrent or co-operative efforts
on the international seas, but also to in-
ternally highlight its prolonged neglect
at the hands of successive governments.

Why, one could ask, this sudden inter-
est in Indian maritime capability and
potential? In fairness to the Indian navy
this has been its long-standing demand.

It is an undeniable fact that India has a
coastline of 7,600 kilometres, an exclu-
sive economic zone covering 3 million
square km within which lie vast com-
mercial assets like oil, fisheries and min-
erals and island territories both in the
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. Vast
amount of trade passes through sea-
lanes in India’s maritime backyard in-
troducing problems of piracy, illegal
arms and drug trafficking and the very
security of these lanes.

Historically, had India been a strong
maritime power, European countries
would not have found it easy to enter
India and later colonize other littoral
states. Viewed in this background, K.M.

. Pannikar’s observation that “whoever

controls the Indian Ocean controls
India” merits attention by national secu-
rity planners. Not surprisingly, there are
countries that prefer not to call the Indi-
an Ocean by this name because of its In
dian connotation!

As a prelude to the IFR, the Navy
Foundation organized a seminar titled

r

\

“Maritime dimensions of India’s sec
ty” in early January. The foundation‘is
an organization of naval officers estab-
lished for the revival of maritime inter-
est in the country and to generate aware-
ness of the role and importance of the
navy. The following quote from the de-
fence minister’s inaugural address at
the seminar must therefore have been
music to the organizer’s ears. “India’s
sea borders are an open invitation to
subvert India’s security. The national

‘ The fleet review
signals India’s maritime
capability, intentions and

future direction ,

leadership in the country has shown cal-
lous indifference to the issue in the past.
It is a shocking revelation that threats
from the seas had not figured in the na-
tion’s leadership even once in the 50
years of our freedom...While the army
and air force had received some degree
of national attention, the navy’s profile
was beyond the imagination of the peo-
ple. The navy has always got the ‘Cin-
derella treatment’.”

In his book, Defending India, pub-
lished in 1999, the then deputy chair-
man, planning commission, and now the
foreign minister, Jaswant Singh, had
said, “Today, the Indian navy faces a cri-
sis in terms of itsrapidly declining force

THE TELEGRAP:
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levels, lack of sufficient funding and lim-
ited warship construction programmes,
all of which directly affect its opera-
tional preparedness”.

avies and perceptive security
Nplanners of the world, many of

whom were present during the
IFR, are not oblivious to the maritime
challenges facing India and the contin-
ued neglect of both the Indian navy and
the poor Indian maritime infrastructure
of ports and shipbuilding. What inter-
ests them is how Indian security plan-
ners propose to respond to these chal-
lenges, because no matter whether these
responses are positive or negative, they
will have a corresponding impact on
their own maritime interests and re-
sponsibilities.

It is fortunate for the future of our
maritime interests that two senior cabi-
net ministers, both members of the cabi-
net committee on security and the na-
tional security council (which alas
seems to have been put in cold storage),
have highlighted the neglect of the Indi-
annavy in terms of force levels, modern-
ization and budgetary support. But inall
fairness to previous governments, the
neglect has not been due to what one
commentator has described as the unfa-
miliarity of post-independence north In-
dian policy-makers with India’s sea fron-
tiers. On the contrary, it has been the
perennial difficulty of sharing the limit-
ed affordable defence budget. With bor-
der disputes with both Pakistan and
China, it has been expedient for the gov-
ernment of the day to give priority to the
army and the air force.

The challenge dictated by demands of
cost-effective defence is for Indian secu-
rity planners to arrive at an integrated
national security policy from which
should flow integrated service doc-
trines, roles and missions. In the ab-
sence of such a policy and the corre-
sponding institution of joint defence
staff headquarters, the three services
plan threats, responses and make their
re-equipment plans largely in isolation.
By attempting to prepare for force pro-
jection, sea control and sea denial with-
in a limited defence budget, the Indian
navy can only spread its resources too
thin. The situation with the other two
services is no different.

the message of the IFR percolating

to security planners in Delhi is
that with our present archaic higher de-
fence organization and absence of inte-
grated defence planning, there will con-
tinue to be Kargils and the Cinderella
treatment meted out to one or the other
service, then the IFR would have served
the cause of national security. Foreign
delegations compiling debriefs for their
own security planners would no doubt
reflect on these structural weaknesses
before showering praise on the Indian
navy'’s pageantry and organization.

Far from the shores of Mumbai, if
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AJT deal may cost
Rs 1,600 a more

George »

isadove
in Hawks’

clothes

BY SHUBHABRATA ¢
BHATTACHARYA

~

New Delhi, March 12: In
opting for the BAe Systems’
UK-produced Hawk 100 as
the choice for the Indian Air
Foree’s advance jet trainer,
the National Democratic
Alliance government is not
only choosing 1970s-vintage
technology while ignoring
six modern variants avail-
able in Europe and in the
Americas, but may end up
paying over lz\s 1,6‘\(‘)0 crores
more. -

The AJ ar1e ‘Rcedg/
urgently. The increasing \
number of accidents in the
IAF have made the long

. delay in finalising the deal
akin to a case of criminal
neglect. The first request for
proposal was floated by Air
Headquarters way back in
1986. However, due to initial
audit objections and later
dilly-dallying by decision-

" makers, the acquisition

process has been dragging
on. The end result of this
long-drawn tender is not
cost saving but an overrun
amounting to an astronomi-
cal sum. The arms bazaar is
also abuzz with the possible
role of a Bofors-related arms
agent being active in push-
ing this overpriced contract
from London.

Let the facts speak: South
Africa bought BAe Hawks
last year and Australia
recently opted for a later
version, Hawk-127. The
price being negotiated in the
Indian contract for Hawk
100, which is near the end of
its marketable life, is higher
than what the UK firm
earned from these deals. The
South Africans paid an
equivalent of $17.64 million
per aircraft. The programme
cost for the Royal
Australian Air Force worked
out to $16 million per unit
(fly-away cost minus equip-
ment: $10.5 million). The
unit cost projected for the
Hawk AJT to India is $21
million. Thus India may end

“{ “1p paying $5 million per

unit more than Australia; -
$3.36 million more tha:
South Africa. This apart,
modern versions of AJTs are
available from Russia,
Czech Republic, Italy and
Brazil — and once sanctions
are lifted, from the US —
which cost in the vicinity of
$15 million to $16 million
per unit. US F16s, once
offered on lease by a section
of the Clinton administra-
tion, too may be negotiable
in the near future. These too
cost around $16 million
apiece.

By this reckoning as well,
the BAe Systems unit price
of $21 million is higher by
$5 million to $6 million than
other options in the
# Turn to Page 2
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/Beijing reacts cautiously
to India’s Agni capability

BEUJING: Chma has reacted cau tiously to India’s decision to induct In-
termediate Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) Agni-II while ex re\:§ng

Beijing’s concerns on an arms race in South Asia.
“China as well as the whole international community hopes t in-
tain peace and stability in South Asia,” Chme§& fore n muistry
spokesman Zhu Bangzao said.
L "We do not wish to see any kind of arms race in thls reglon ” Mr
! said when asked to comment on India’s decision to deploy the Agni
- sile. Mr Zhu declined to comment when asked whether China was ¢
: cerned with the induction of Agni-II as the IRBM was capable fo stri
ing many Chinese cities.

Defence minister George Fernandes told the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday that the government has decided to induct the AGNI-II.

The Agni-II IRBM had achieved operationalisation stage with its
successful second test on January 17, the same day when senior Chinese
leader Li Peng concluded his official goodwill visit to India.

Meanwhile, Chinese president Jiang Zemin has urged the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to speed up defence combat effective-
ness under high-tech conditions.

Mr Jiang, who is also the general secretary of the ruling communist
party, made the remarks on Friday at a panel discussion of PLA

. deputies to the National People’s Congress (NPC), China’s parliament,

i which is in session here. The Chinese president lauded the PLA for its

i excellent performance in major military exercises, flood relief and the
assumption of defence responsibilities in Hong Kong and Macao.

He called on the 2.5 million- strong PLLA to make new contributions to

! China’s modernisation during the 10th five-year plan period from 2001 to
. 2005. “The PLA must have a clear understanding of its historic mission in
: safeguarding national security, unity and social stability,” Mr Jiang said.

At the same time, he asked the officers and soldiers of the PLA to

. subject themselves to the absolute leadership of the communist party
and speed up military modernisation.

. PLLA must give priority to developing defepce technologies. “The en-
hancement of the PLA’s combat effectiyeness should rely mainly on
progresses in science and technology,”

China hiked its defence spending this year by 17.7 per cent over last
{ year to nearly US$17 billion citing”drastic changes™ in the military situ-

ation in the world. ey

To accelerate the pace of military modernisation, Mr Jiang said the !



NEW DELH), FEB.26. The Group of
Ministers (GoM) — headed by the
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
— today submitted to the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, its
recommendations for revamping
the national security establish
ment.

Defence Minister, Mr.
Fernandes, the External
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and
the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Sinha. The GoM was set up
following the recommendations
of the Kargil Review Committee.
According to highly placed sourc-
es, the GoM has made sweeping
recommendations to revamp the
defence management, the nation-
al intelligence architecture, inter-
nal  security and  border
management.

It has approved the creation of
the post of the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) and has recommend-
ed the formation of an integrated
National Intelligence Board,
headed by the National Security
Adviser. The CDS will serve as the
“single point” military adviser to
the Government. He will also
command the country’s nuclear
forces.

The CDS will be the tri-service
head of the nuclear forces which
include delivery systems based on
land, air and the sea. This deci-
sion dovetails with the draft nu-
clear doctrine which has
recommended the creation of a

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the report on the national security system,
presented to him by the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Femandes, and the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, at
Parliament House in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: S. Arneja

“minimum’’ but credible nuclear
triad based on land, sea and air.

The CDS will be assisted by a
tri-service Vice-Chief of Defence
Staff (VCDS). The office of the
VCDS will become the hub which
will undertake studies related to
short and long term threat per-
ceptions and recommend rele-
vant integrated plans accordingly.
The existing Defence Planning
Staff (DPS) is expected to merge
with the VCDS’s office.

Sources pointed out that the
concept of “‘theater commands”

has not found favour with the
GoM. As a result, the convention-
al forces will be headed by the
Chiefs of the Army, Air Force and
the Navy. Consequently, the rele-
vance of the three service chiefs is
unlikely to be undermined by the
new recommendations. Accord-
ing to analysts, the concept of
theater commands has worked
well for countries with “global re-
sponsibilities” such as the United
States. In such cases, theater
commands headed by powerful
theater commanders are created

WF HINDU
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for various regional trouble spots.
Such conditions, however do not
apply to India.

The GoM is understood to have
favoured the creation of a tri-ser-
vice Defence Intelligence Agency
(DIA). The DIA will be headed by
the three star General or his
equivalent in the other two ser-
vices. [t will also receive surveil-
lance data from National
Technical Means such as satel-
lites. The responsibilities of the
DIA, according to sources, will go
beyond the services. It will be rep-
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 6. The recent attacks by the />
Lashkar-e-Taiba have resulted in a fresh debate
within the armed forces which continue to
remain one of the principle advocates of the
Kashmir ceasefire.

According to highly-placed sources in the
Government, the attacks have been executed
after detailed planning. These attacks claimed
the life of a Colonel and left a Brigadier injured.
Fifteen Jammu and Kashmir policemen lost their
lives while a battalion headquarters is reported
to have been targeted.

The systematic attacks, mostly in the area
under the Nagrota-based XVI corps, have
galvanised a new round of internal debate on
the ceasefire initiative. A senior Lieutenant
General of the Army visited Nagrota late last
month and met the corps commander, Lt. Gen.
A.S Khanna, and the troops operating in the
area. During his visit, a review of tactics for
handling the ground situation was stressed.

The Army, while backing the three-month
extension of the ceasefire had directed its troops
to selectively target the Lashkar-e-Taiba on the
basis of hard intelligence, while generally
adopting a ‘softer’ disposition towards the local
Kashmiri militants.

The visiting General’s1ess-than-positive
| observations of the gfound situation in the

- r
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/"“Security forces debating
~ Kashmir ceasefire .»

Poonch-Rajouri area have already been
conveyed at the highest level in the Government.

Sources pointed out that the collation of
recent inputs show that infiltrations in the
Poonch-Rajouri belt have risen during the last
month. Another trend which has been observed
is that the militants are targeting “informers” to
throttle the flow of credible inteiligence.

According to sources, while the ceasefire has
resulted in a drop in firing along the Line of
Control (LoC) as well as the Siachen glacier area,
a matching political initiative to take advantage
of the military restraint is yet to show up.

The absence of political momentum has had
two key implications. First, the pressure on the
security forces to hold fire in the wake of
provocations has been mounting. Second, in the
absence of tangible political package, the
positive disposition of the local population
towards the ceasefire cannot be taken for
granted.

Already, the killing of Mr. Jalil Ahmad, who
was not a ‘jehadi’ but belonged to the local
Jammu and Kashmiri Liberation Front, by the
Special Operations Group of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police has soured the “atmospherics”
at the grassroot-level. The insurgents have taker
advantage of this and have projected the killing
of 15 policemen belonging to the Jammu and
Kashmir police as a “legitimate act of revenge”.

DU
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NEW DELHI. FEB.26.
Mintsters 1GoMy - headed by the
Home Minister, MoK Advani,
- todav submitted 1o the Prime
Minister, Mo AB Vajpavee, its
recommendations for :f::c.:r

Fhe T :t of

the national 12:27 7.37:
ment. Jw

Fhe 157T-page o «_}: whi
sented by oan nteridisterial
araup which also included the
Defence  Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, the tixternal Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and
the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Sinha. The GoM owas set up
tolowing the recommendations
of the Kargil Review Comumittee.
According to highty placed sourc-
e the GoM has made sweeping
recommendations to revamp the
defence management. the nation-
ab intellipence architecture, inter-
nal securin and border
tmatapement,

tehas approved the aeanon of
the past of the Chiet of Defence
Staff (CDS) and has recommend-
ed the formation of an integrated
Jational ::o_:rc:cc Board,
headed by the National Security
Adviser. The CDS will serve as the
“single point” military adviser to
the Government. He will also
command the country’s nuclear
tarces.

the CDS will be the tn senace
I ot »nclea torees which
mdclude delivery sostems hased on
land, air and the ~ca Fhis deci-
ston dove s with the dratt nu-
clear docurine which has
recommended the creation of a

we-

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the report on the national security system,
presented to him by the Union Horme Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, the Defence Minister,

Mr. George Femandes

and the Extemal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, at

Parllament House in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: S. Arneja

Tninimum’ but credible nuclear
triad based on land, sea and air.

The CDSs will be assisted by a
tri-service Vice-Chief of Defence
Statf (VCD$Y. The office of the
VODS will become the hub which
will undertake studies related to
short and long term threat per-
ceptions and recommend rele
vantintegrated plans mnno:::n_v..
The onisting Defence Planning
Statf (OPSy s expected to morge
with the VODS 'S office.

saurces poimnted out that the
concent of “theater commands™

has not found favour with the
GoM. As a result, the convention-
al forces will be headed by the
Chiefs of the Army, Air Force and
the Navy. Consequently. the rele-
vance of the three service chiefs is
unlikely to be undermined by the
new recommendations. Accord-
ing to analysts, the concept of
theater commands has worked
well for countries with “global re-
sponsibilities” such as the United
States. 1o such  cases. theater
commands headed by powerful
theater commanders are created

for various regional trouble spots.
Such conditions, however do not
apply to India.

The GoM is understood to have
favoured the creation of a tri-ser-
vice Defence Intelligence Agency
(DIA' The DIA will be headed by
the three star General or his
equivalent in the other two ser-
vices. It will also receive surveil-
lance data from National
Technical Means such as satel-
lites. The responsibilities of the
DIA, according to sources, will go

bevond the services. It will be rep-

- mcz_ for qm<m=__._=m defence management |

resented on the National Intelli-
gence Board (NIB). The Chiefs of
the Research and Analysis Wing
‘RAW) and the Intelligence Bu-
reawn ([B) Chief will be its key
members. [nputs from the para-
military forces will also go into
providing ‘integrated” 58:7
gence to the NIB.

With a view to systematise bor-
der management, the GOM is un-
derstood to have recommended
that the army should be Sm over-
all incharge of managing “disput-
ed” borders. A border
management force which will in-
clude the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP) is likely to form
the core of this force will be de-
ployed along ‘“settled”’borders.

In revamping the internal secu
rity set up, the GoM is has car-
marked the Rashtriya Rifles and
the Central Reserve Police Force
for this task. The Central Industri-
al Security Force (CISF) is also ex-
cepted to acquire a higher profile
unider the new set up.

The GoM has made its recom-
mendations on the basis of the
advise rendered by four tash
forces. While the task force on
higher defence management wa-
headed by the former Minister «f
State for Defence, Mr. Arun Singh,
the Jammu and Kashmir Gover-
nor, Mr. G. C. Saxena, keaded the
committee on intelligence. 11
former Defence Secretary, Mr. *.
N. Vohra, presided over the gronp
on internal security and the tik
force on border management wi
chaired by the former Home Seo-

retary, Mr. Madhav Godbole.
"
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‘Army rethink

on Kashmir

ceasefire

/o
HT Correspondent % N\(\
New Delhi, March 6 g

THE SUDDEN spurt in militant
attacks on security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir this
month has set off a debate with-
in the military on the ceasefire.

Formation commanders
have questioned the merits of
the ceasefire - or, non-initiation
of combat operations option -
forcing the Army top brass to
weigh it against the option of

Fidayeen attack
repulsed

THE ARMY repulsed an
attack on its camp by a sui-
cide squad, Kkilling two
Lashker-e-Tayyeba militants
at Surankote in Poonch on
Tuesday, while ultras fired
rockets at an administrative
base in Udhampur. Three for-
eign mercenaries attacked
the camp at Jaran Wali Gali
around 1.30 am. In the
shootout, a Fidayeen mili-
tant was killed while another
militant was also gunned
down.

PTI, Jammu

initiating counter-moves
against the terrorists on the
ground. One such review of the
Kashmir situation took place in
South Block on Monday.

Some senior officers feel the
Army should offer a ceasefire
only to those interested in pro-
moting peace in Jammu and
Kashmir. As for jehadi groups
such as the Laskhar-e-Tayyeba,
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and
Jaish-e-Mohammed, the troops
should resume operations
against them.

)(KR/ \

The attack on Brig Bikram
Singh and Col JP Janu in
Anantnag, the killing of 17
police personnel in Rajouri and
the attacks on Rashtriya Rifles
camps in Baramulla and
Poonch this month show that
the militants have been able to
mount planned and coordinat-
ed operations against the secu-
rity forces. They also prove that
the militants’ morale is high
and, having infiltrated in large
numbers, they can now strike
audaciously and at will.

The Anantnag attack seemed
to show up the holes in security,
for the two officers were shot at
by a terrorist disguised as a
beggar. Col Janu fell dead, rid-
dled by seven bullets, while
Brig Singh, who took four, was
grievously injured. The attack-
er had managed to sneak close
to the road though the area had
been screened by road-opening
teams.

Since the ceasefire was
announced, the security forces
have stopped cordon-and-
search operations and the frisk™
ing of civilians in public. Had
the “beggar” been searched for
a weapon, perhaps Col Janu
would be alive.

The other nagging worry is
the systematic killing of the
security forces’ informers. The
Army claims that it has been
able to strengthen its surveil-
lance grid, but Intelligence
inputs don’t bear this out.

The formation commanders
in J&K have reportedly con-
veyed to the Army top brass
that the ceasefire process could
go awry if immediate steps are
not taken to counter the jehadi
agenda. No militant group
comes to the negotiating table

unless it is under pressure,
they argued. /vr
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%Akash test,

Wy put off 9.+

|
i
| NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. THe crucial
serial test of the indigenously-
built medium range surface-to-
air missile, Akash, could not be
! held in Balasore today because of
!vbad weather, Defence sources
. here said. The multi-target missile
was last test fired on March 2
from Chandipur-on-sea and was
due for its last tests before the se-
rial production begins. But be-
cause of rain in the test range
area, it was put off today, the
sources said. — UNI
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LCA (light combat aircraft) are to

be designed to respond to the spe-

cific needs of the Air Force, nor-
mally expressed as Air Staff Requirements
(ASR). The primary requirements are to
carry a defined war load into enemy terri-
tory to a stipulated distance and to have
the ability to engage the enemy in combat.
The ASR defines some crucial manoeu-
verability parameters. First is the time it
takes for our aircraft to accelerate from 0.8
to 1.2 Mach — i.e. from about 900 Km/h to
about 1400 km/h — at a particular alti-
tude. The shorter this time is, the more
quickly it can approach the enemy air-
craft. Second is the rate of turn. For exam-
ple, the 1950 Vintage MIG-21 has a rate of
turn of about 9 degrees per second. It will
take about 40 seconds for it to make a full
turn. This is too slow nowadays. Third is
the rate of climb. Without a high rate of
climb, the aircraft cannot engage the ene-
my flying at high altitudes.

Though the first flight of the L.CA this
January is a giant step for the HAL/Aero-
nautical Development Agency (ADA) and
some R&D labs, it is but a small step to-
wards self-reliance. Even, if the Air Force
eventually decides not to induct the LCA
for squadron service because of the in-
ordinate delays, the Government should
still support these organisations to
achieve the objective of meeting the ASR.
If not, the Rs. 3,000 crores that has appar-
ently been spent so far will end up as
wasteful expenditure. The ASR are the re-
sult of the Air Force assessment of poten-
tial threat scenarios at the time the LCA is
expected to enter into service. If the air-
craft is too long delayed in its develop-
ment, it becomes a questionable
proposition for the Air Force to clear the
LCA for production. The LCA was cleared
by the Government in July 1983 with ex-
pectation that its first flight would be in
1991, and subsequently over a three-year
period six LCAs would be put through test
flights to establish the ability to respond
fully to the ASR. Production was to start
around 1994-95. As it turned out, there
has already been a ten-year delay.

At the first meeting of the ADA general
body in July 1984, presided over by the
then Defence Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasim-

Developing the LCA

By S. R. Valluri

ha Rao, Mr. V. P. Singh, then Finance Min-
ister, wanted to know the estimated cost
of development of the L.CA. I stated that if
the first flight took place by 1991 as
planned, the actual cash outflow would be
Rs. 1,250 crores and that every year of de-
lay would entail an additional expenditure
of Rs. 150 crores to Rs. 175 crores. The cost
over-run due to the ten-year delay is thus
Rs. 175 crores a year so far. At least four
years of this delay could be attributed to
the decision of the then Scientific Adviser
to ease out the late Raj Mahindra. His
crime was that his wife was British and not
an Italian. At that time, he was the only
person with hands-on experience in the
design of any jet aircraft. I informed Mr.

uation was that due to the innumerable
feasibility studies taken up over the years
to respond to the multitude of ASR re-
leased over the years by the Air Force, the
Design Bureau continued to keep abreast
of the conceptual designs of advanced
technology aircraft. We found this when
we compared our studies with the propos-
als made by our foreign consultants. What
we did not have were the technologies to
implement such ideas. For example, when
I made a proposal to the HAL Board that
an HF-24 aircraft should be converted in-
to a fly-by-wire (FBW) flying platform, it
was summarily rejected by the South
Block representative. It was the lack of ap-

The LCA project paid a heavy

preciation for forward technology devel-

price, by way of

inordinate delays and escalating costs, for the
lack of vision of policy-makers.

Narasimha Rao that no serious harm
would result if  leaft the position of DGA-
DA, but if Mr. Mahindra was eased out, it
would have serious repercussions. There
was no other person down the line who
had hands-on experience to take over the
responsibility without loss of time. 1 esti-
mate that the loss to the nation resulting
from this unfortunate decision to be at
least Rs. 700 crores. Errors in judgment at
that level do not come cheap. While seek-
ing Mahindra’s resignation as desired by
the Scientific Adviser, as a matter of prin-
ciple, I too resigned.

The feasibility study phase saw somne
surprising developments. 1 must first
place on record the unstinted support giv-
en by Air Chief Marshal L. Latif, then Chief
of the Air Staff, to the LCA programme.
Without his visionary support, the project
would have been a non-starter. Sanction
of the LCA programme found the follow-
ing facts. The HAL management had let
the Design Bureau get gradually decimat-
ed over the years. Instead of having about
1000 engineers and designers typical of
such institutions, it had only about 400, of
which about 150 have to be written of.
HAL did not have any corporate R&D
worth speaking. It was comfortable with
licensed production. What saved the sit-

opment that separated the aircraft
industry from the Space and the Atomic
Energy Departments. We now know that
after the May 1998 nuclear explosions the
U.S. held us for ransom for the release of
FBW technologies. The fact was that there
was enough intrinsic capability in the
country to develop such technologies. But
time was not on our side, due to the igno-
rance of policy makers about the areas in
which forward-looking R&D should be
taken up in anticipation of future tasks
such as the LCA. The LCA project paid a
heavy price, by way of inordinate delays
and escalating costs, for the lack of vision
of policy-makers,

At the request of Rajiv Gandhi, 1 was
periodically briefing him about the LCA
development before be became the Prime
Minister. 1 was rather surprised by one of
his questions at our last meeting in 1983,
He wanted to know if it was possible for us
to collaborate with the Italians. The fact of
the matter was that we had invited the
Italian team also for a presentation but
found that it did not have the necessary
technologies and that it was already col-
laborating with Brazil in developing a sub-
sonic aircraft called AMS. He left it at that.
The Russians were not too keen to help us,
as the LCA would have replaced the

MIG-21 aircraft.

Finally a word about engines. No matter
how good an aircraft designer is, he is
helpless if he does not have a proper en-
gine. It is the combination of the aircraft
and a suitable engine that assures the per-
formance of the aircraft. At the time the
feasibility studies for the LCA were going
on, the Rolls Royce RB 199 was a prime
contender as an improved version of it
(XG 40) was on the drawing boards. This
would have provided improved perform-
ance of the LCA at a later stage. At a pre-
sentation [ made in July 1985, the Defence
Minister asked me if there was any other
suitable engine. 1 informed him that the
older generation GE 404 (with no further
stretch potential) would satisfy the LCA’s
minimum requirements. The Minister in-
structed the Scientific Adviser to look into
the matter. Choosing the GE 404 would
appear o be a political decision designed
to establish working level relations with
the U.S. At the time, the GTRE's Kaveri
engine was not even on the drawing
boards. To be of any use when developed,
the Kaveri engine’s performance should
be at least as good if not better than that of
the GE 404. This is a tall order as the de-
sign of an advanced technology gas tur-
bine is even more complex than the
design of the LCA aircraft.

We are a long way away from realising
the full potential of the LCA. Nevertheless,
the programme must go on to enable our
aircraft and engine designers to learn
what it means to build advance technol-
ogy fighter aircraft and engines. Inspite of
the delay. Dr. Kota Harinarayana has done
a commendable job as the LCA Pro-
gramme Director. It is a regrettable that
the Government did not recognise his
contribution in a tangible manner. It is to
be noted that the development of a fighter
aircraft with 10 to 15 independent systems
operating perfectly and simultaneously is
more complex than designing a Prithvi or
Agni missile. 1t would appear that the
Government needs to evolve rational pol-
icies to recognise significant contribu-
tions from scientists and technologists.
(The writer is former Director-General,
Aeronautical Development Agency,
Ministry of Defence.) -




