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~PSLV launch by June: <
ISRO chief \~

WO~ \‘ﬁ
By Our Staff Reporter

KANCHEEPURAM, MARCH 4. The
Chairman of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO), Mr.
Kasturirangan, today said the
country would be launching an-
other PSLV by the month of June.
Apart from an Indian Remote
Sensing Satellite, the vehicle
would also carry a Belgium Corba
satellite and another German sat-
ellite.

Mr. Kasturirangan was speak-
ing to presspersons after inaugu-
rating the National Science Day
celebrations at the Sri Chandrash-
ekharendra Vishwa Maha Vidya-
laya (Deemed University) at
Enathur near here. The space sci-
entist further said that the an-
nouncement  regarding  the
launch of Geo Stationery Satellite
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) would be
made next month. He further said
that PSLVs were a valuable asset
to the ISRO.

Stating that India had attained

self-sufficiency in the fjeld of re-
mote sensing satellites} Mr. Kas-
turirangan said that data from
these satellites regarding imaging
and other information were being
received at 10 ground stations.
Work was also on pertaining to
sending an unmanned spacecraft
to the moon.

However, its purpose was yet to
be decided, he added. The ISRO,
he said was at present collaborat-
ing with the NASA in the field of
training and material resource ex-
change.

Earlier, speaking after inaugu-
rating the Science Day celebra-

tions, he said that India had best |

of talent in the field of science and
technology.

The others who spoke included
Mr. Amitabh Kumar, Director
{Operations), Videsh Sanchar Ni-
gam Limited, Sri Jayendra Saras-
wathi of the Kanchi Mutt and Dr.
B. Srinivasan, Vice-Chancellor of
the university.
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- Focus on IAF, minimal hike for Army

i

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 28. Sustaining the cycle of post-
Kargil modernisation, the defence budget
shows a modest hike over last year's revised
estimates. The Government has allocated Rs.
62,000 crores for defence which is nearly 13
per cent higher than the revised spending of
Rs. 54,461.45 last year. When adjusted against
an inflation rate of eight per cent, defence
spending for the current year shows a real-
term hike of around 7.9 per cent.

Curiously, contrary to earlier trends, the re-
vised estimates, especially on the capital head,
which caters for military hardware procure-
ment, are lower than the allocations provided
in last year’s budget statement. This indicates
that the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has been
unable to spend all the funds provided to it by
the Ministry of Finance.

The allocations this year show that the Cen-
tre has continued with last year’s practice of
maodernising the armed forces selectively. The
focus this year appears to be on the Indian Air
Force (IAF). The increase in spending for the

Army is minimal, and, in fact, shows a real-

term decline when adjusted against inflation.
Spending for the Navy is slightly higher than
last year. This indicates that a decision to fully
unleash naval modernisation is yet to be tak-
en, though allocations for the acquisition of
the relatively inexpensive equipment may

e hoaan mmade
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sation gets Rs. 3518 crores.

The hike in the IAF expenditure is mainly on
account of the MoD's inability to conclude a
long-pending deal for Advanced Jet Trainers
(AJT). The deal for 66 trainer jets will cost the
exchequer nearly Rs. 5,000 crores, which wil
have to be paid over a period of time.The real
term decline in the Army's budget could be
mainly on account of the recently concluded
T-90 tank deal with Russia. The Army's pend-
ing procurement agenda includes Self- Pr-
pelied guns and Unmanned Aerial Vehicls
and other sensors for intelligence gatherim
and surveillance. The Navy began a modes:
modernisation drive recently by signing the
deal for Israeli-made ship-borne Barak ms-
siles. But a much larger allocation would je
required if the Navy were to begin the acquii-
tion process for the Russian aircraft carrier Al-
miral Gorshkov. The Gorshkov package, whik
would include around 40 MiG-29 K jets, wl
cost an estimated Rs. 6,000 crores.

9,271 cr. for para-military forces

The budget has proposed a significant i-
crease in the allocation for the Central polie
organisations and construction of residentl
accommodation for their personnel, settig
aside Rs. 9,271.25 crores. [t represents a hikef
nearly Rs. 800 crores against last year’s revisi
estimates.

As the paramilitary forces, particularly ti
BSF, the CRPF and the CISF, are deployed fi

AT
IYEVE

"D
-
-t

=1

assistance in maintenance of law and order,
prevention of border crimes, performance of
internal security duties and providing airport
security, the need for better mobility and ac-
commodation at several places has been
acutely felt over the past few years.

The budget provided Rs. 90.44 crores for -
meeting the expenses on salaries and tour ex- |
penses of Union Ministers, officials of the !
Cabinet Secretariat and the Prime Minister's ‘]
Office. It represents a moderate hike of nearly
Rs. 13 crores from last year’s revised estimate :
of Rs. 77.80 crores.

An allocation of Rs. 83.58 crores was made
to t‘he elite Special Protection Group (SPG)
against last year's revised estimate of Rs. 76.12
crores, and the lion’s share of Rs. 2,243 crores
went to the Border Security Force.

A total of Rs. 8,977.61 crores was allocated to
the Central police organisations, including the
BSF, CRPF, Assam Rifles, Indo-Tibetan Border
Police and the CISF, representing a marginal |
increase of eight per cent over the last year's
revised estimate of Rs. 8,309.87 crores. For
construction of residential
accommodation for the personnel of Central !
police organisations, the budget provided Rs.
293.65 crores, nearly doubling last year's re-
vised estimate of Rs. 158 crores. ‘

For the Indo-Pakistan border scheme to
check inflow of arms and ammunition from
across the border by erecting wire

S fencing, A"
provision of Rs. 99 crores was made.
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efence allocaﬁf)n

hiked by Rs7538

Shishir Gupta w (\/Q/b

New Delhi, February 28

THE ALLOCATION for Defence

increase perfll)s mx;ns that the

deals for the purchase of
Advanced Jet Trainer, mid-air
refuellers and air defence equip-

- in the Union Budget 2001- 2002 #F ment might come through. A

indicates that the Government is
in control of the security situa-
tion and is happy with barely
sustaining the post-Kargil mod-
ernisation of armed forces.

Consequently, Yashwant Sinha
has only nominally hiked the
Defence allocation by Rs 7538.58
crore to Rs 62,000 crore for fiscal
2001-2002. The revised outlay in
the current fiscal stood at Rs
54461.45 crore.

In fact, the percentage hike in
defence allocation has come
down to 13.7 per cent as com-
pared to the huge 28.2 per cent
2000-2001 increase in the after-
math of the mountain war India
fought with Pakistan. When
adjusted against inflation, the
budgetary increase works out to
only 8 per cent. This shows that
the hike in defence budget is
marginal, hovering around 2.6-
2.7 per cent of the GDP.

In GDP terms India’s defence
outlay is much lower than the
money spent on defence forces by
China and Pakistan. While Pak-
istan’s defence budget stands at $
2.8 billion (4.7 per cent of its
GDP), the Chinese outlay is esti-

mated at 15 billion US dollars

(more than 3 per cent of its GDP).

An analysis of the proposals
brings out greater focus on mod-
ernisation of the Indian Air
Force and the Army. The alloca-
tions for the Indian Navy will
only maintain the status quo in
terms of its force levels.

The defence outlay for the IAF
has been hiked from Rs 11300.92
crore from the current fiscal to
Rs 15172.72 crore, representing a
big 24. 3 per cent jump. Constitut-
ing 24.47 per cent of the total
defence budget, the whopping

clear indicator of the [AF’s

acquisiton of 66 AJTs is the steep
rise (Rs 1991.87 crore) in the cap-
ital outlay under the head “ air-
craft and aero-engines”. The Air
Force is currently negotiating
the purchase of trainers with
British Aerospace and of I1L-78 M
mid-air-refueilers with Uzbek-
istan. In case of the Army, the
outlay has gone up from Rs
34127.22 crore to Rs 34895.96

DEF ENCE EXPENDITURE

crore. In actual terms, it only rep-
resents a 5.6 per cent hike.

However, the Indian Army con-
tinues to get a lion’s share (56.28
per cent) of the defence budget.
But with the T-90 tank deal
clinched, the Army perhaps is
not looking for any major acqui-
sition in the coming year as nego-
tiations for the self-propelied gun
deal have barely begun.

For the Indian Navy, the outlay
has been enhanced from Rs 8,214
crore in the current fiscal to Rs
9138.82 crore. The Navy’s s
the total defence outlay stands at
14.74 per cent.
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/Akash st-fifed

B , FEB. 27.\&2;&}1,

indigenously built mulH-
target surfyce-to-air { \
missile, wa$ success: i
test-fired frém the Interim |
Test Range at Chandipur- 1
!

On-Sea, about 15 km from

here, today, sources said.
With a range of 25 km,

Akash could deliver 55 kg

of explosives and had the .

capacity to strike targets |

simultaneously,— PTI

Trains blocked

By Our Staff Reporter

BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 27.
Movement of goods trains
was affected in many parts
of Orissa today as the Left
parties and the Janata Dal
(S) blocked them to
register their protest
against the Centre’s
‘neglect” of the State in the
Railway Budget. The
student wing of the Biju
Janata Dal stopped goods
trains at several stations.

PTI reports from
New Delhi:

The BJD MPs today
staged a dharna at the
entrance of Parliament
House protesting the
“injustice” meted out to
Orissa in the Railway
Budget.They asked the BJD
leadership to decide on
whether to continue in the
NDA and the Government.

— Details on Page 13

Surrenders

SRINAGAR, FEB, 27. A self-
styled district commander
of the pro-Pakistan Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen outfit,
Jehangir Ahmad Khan, laid
down his arms in north
Kashmir today.

Jehangir alias “Kinga”,
carrying a reward of Rs. 2
lakhs: on his head,
surrendered before the IG,
BSF; Baramulla, Mr. B.N.
Chaturvedi. — PTI

Mild quake

GUWAHATI, FEB. &
earthquake me
on the Richter
felt in parts of
and S

ne’
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. — The
group of ministers, headed by
the Union home minister, de-
puted to examine the recom-
mendations of the Subrahma-
nyam Committee recommenda-
. tions, will subinit its report to
. the Prime Minister on Monday.

A senior home ministry offi-
cial said Mr Advani was giving
the final touches to the GoM’s
report after examining the rec-
ommendations of the Subrah-
manyam committee. The re-
ports of the task forces were
submitted to him in October
last year. The GoM approved
the final draft report on 19 Feb-
ruary.

Without disclosing the con-
tents of the report, home minis-
try sources said the GoM has
analysed in-depth the national
security.

The GoM, which was set up to
analyse the reports of the four
task forces related to intelli-
gence apparatus, internal se-
curity, border management
and defence management, also
comprises the defence minister,
Mr George Fernandes, external
affairs minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, finance minister, Mr
Yashwant Sinha, and national

security adviser, Mr Brajesh |
Mishra.

Earlier, while releasing a&
book, “Kargil and After: Chal- |
lenge for Indian Policy”, Mr |
Mishra also said the report is |
ready and will be submitted to |
the Prime Minister shortly. |

Mr ‘Mishra said though the
Kargil episode was a military
and diplomatic victory, it had
exposed some shortcomings “in
our policy”.

“We are not leaving anything
to chance and a proper analysis
is being made to overcome all
shortcomings,” he said and
added: “This led to formation of
the GoM, which made a de-
tailed study of the recommen-
dations made by the commit-
tee”

He also said the Kargil con-
flict had led the world com-
munity to ponder whether an
international law should be
framed for such conflicts and :
added that India has always
been for peace but other na-
tions should not take this as
“our weakness”.

He, however, refuted an
opinion that the nuclear tests
carried out by India and the
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. — The

Centre decided to extend the

Jammu and Kashmir ceasefire
by three months till end-May.

It was not an ad hoc decision,

senior officials said, but a well-

thought out strategy to push
i for peace in the region.

(It is part of a “multi-
pronged strategy” that in-
cludes issuing passports to
the Hurriyat Conference lead-
ership, initiating talks with
Hurriyat and other political
and local militant leadership
in Kashmir, and talking
to the Pakistani leadership
under the Simla Agreement
and Lahore Declaration
terms.)

Making a suo moto state-
ment in Lok Sabha today,
Prime Minister Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee said his gov-
ernment’s patience shouldn’t
be tested; perhaps indicating
that his government had giv-
en a last chance to ‘peace’ in
the valley.

“Let this opportunity not be
missed by all those who de-
sire peace, for our patience is
not infinite,” he said after the
Cabinet Committee on Secur-
ity decision last night to ex-
tend the ceasefire.

In a stern warning to “such
organisations or elements as

have vowed to disrupt the
peace process, or commit any
act of violence or terrorism,”
he said “security forces have
clear instructions to act deci-
sively to defeat such inten-
tions”.

Mr Vajpayee renewed his
appeal to Pakistan, saying “it
is my hope that Pakistan will
act, even now, and abjure vio-
lence, give up their continu-
ous hostile propaganda
against India, stop promoting
and aiding cross-border ter-
rorism and take the path of
bilateral talks as enshrined in
the Simla Agreement and the
Lahore Declaration.”
Hurriyat reaction: Hurriyat
Conference today said it
hoped that the ceasefire exten-
sion was aimed at initiating
a dialogue to solve the Kashmir
issue while other organisations
dubbed it a  “political
gimmick”.

“The extension ... is probably
aimed at initiation of a dia-
logue which is the need of the
hour for a breakthrough,”
Hurriyat chairman Mr Abdul
Gani Bhat said, adding “we
should ignore hostilities of
yesterday and capture tomor-
row’s brightness to resolve
the dispute peacefully and
with cooperation”.

The Hizbul Mujahideen said
the extension was a “political

~Ceascfire gets three -

.« more months

glmznck” é W I

Pakistan based Lashker-e-
Taiyyaba called the ceasefire
a “fraud with the sole aim to
strengthen the Army and par- |
amilitary forces in Jammu
and Kashmir.”

Jammu Kashmir Liberation
Front (UK & Europe) in|
London has said the ceasefire

" extension should be followed by

“concrete  measures” such
as the release of political pris-
oners and an end to “killing
of innocent people” in the
state.

Bid on Hurriyat chairman:
Hurriyat Conference chairman
Mr Abdul Gani Bhat escaped a
bid on his life today with the
timely detection of a live gre-
nade tied to his vehicle at a vil-
lage in north Kashmir, 55 km
from here, adds PTI from Sri-
nagar.

Cong stand: The Congress to-
day said it went along with gov-
ernment’s assessment on the
ceasefire extension at the all-
party meeting yesterday de-
spite being “fully alive to the
incompetent” handling of law
and order situation in the
state.

Farooq hails extension: Jam-
mu and Kashmir chief minister
Dr Farooq Abdullah welcomed
the ceasefire extension hopin,
it would facilitate fresh hopesef
peace in the state.
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" FACING A CRISIS OF INITIATIVE

INDIA'S INTRACTABLE PUZZLE of winning the
confidence of the alienated sections in Jammu
and Kashmir as also breaking the barrier of an
escalating estrangement with Pakistan calls for
political courage and diplomatic finesse. Having
taken the surprisingly firm steps of declaring and
sustaining a unilateral ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir, New Delhi is now beginning to make
no secret of its despondency. At stake is what can
only be seen as a crisis of initiative. The stark
reality is that there is no transparent sign of a
new sense of direction in the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan'’s latest traditional address to a joint
session of Parliament. However, the President,
who by convention outlines the policies of the
Government on such occasions, has done well to
reaffirm the Centre’s readiness to hold talks with
any disaffected group in Jammu and Kashmir
that might be willing to abjure violence. This
does not of course indicate any way out of the
crisis, especially when the threshold of trust be-
tween the Centre and the Kashmiri separatist
groups remains very high despite the current
ceasefire in the State. All the same, the Presi-
dent’s statement can still serve as a marker for a
meaningful effort towards a dialogue with the
various groups in Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing the All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC). Of
negative significance in this context is New Del-
hi’'s proclivity to insist on conditionalities of an
ideal ambience for the resumption of dialogue
with Pakistan. This attitude is not rooted in the
reality that the bilateral estrangement, which
needs to be addressed through a diplomatic re-
engagement, is in part related to the issues cov-
ered by New Delhi’s conditionalities. There is no
sign as yet that the Vajpayee administration
wants to get off the beaten track as the Prime
Minister indicated around the beginning of the
yeatr.

Two aspects of Mr. Narayanan's presenta-
tion about Pakistan merit particular attention.
He noted that “there has been no let up in, much

less an end to, cross-border terrorism and vi-
cious anti-India propaganda originating from
Pakistani soil”’. As a result, the argument goes,
Pakistan’s ‘‘protestations about its eagerness to
resume talks with India will not carry conviction
so long as it allows the terrorists’ guns and
bombs to do the talking”. The eloquence of the
words chosen mirrors the President’s deep-seat-
ed anguish. Yet, a point missed by the manda-
rins in India’s foreign policy establishment is
that the Centre’s unilateral ceasefire in Jammu
and Kashmir was primarily an aspect of India’s
internal dynamics in regard to that State. All the
same, the Vajpayee administration does not
seem to have made a serious evaluation of Ista-
mabad’s apparent responses to New Delhi’
sation of security-related qperations in ammu

and Kashmir. A Q,‘A Y‘Q A

In one sense, new Delhi’s case is that I§ja”
mabad continues to sponsor and stoke ‘‘crosg-
border terrorism” despite its declarations abo
observing “maximum restraint”’ along the Line
of Control (LoC) and pulling out some Pakistani
troops from the same sector in Jammu and
Kashmir. However, the point that New Delhi
needs to address is whether Islamabad has in-
deed kept its word in regard to these two osten-
sible responses to New Delhi’s ceasefire inside
jammu and Kashmir. The message from official
Pakistan is that the LoC itself has remained un-
usually calm (in a relative sense, of course) in
recent weeks. Diplomatically more challenging
is Islamabad’s argument that a de-escalation of
the level of violence within Jammu and Kashmir
may really depend on whether and, if so, in what
manner the Government of India will talk to the
separatist militants concerned. It is not in India’s
interest to dismiss this as a disingenuous ploy.
The Centre’s conditional offer to hold talks with
all the groups will first face the more immediate
test regarding how New Delhi resolves the issue
of the APHC leaders’ wish to travel to Pakistan s
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MCparty meeting gives Centre go-aheadii path of peace

Kashmir fr

STATESMAN NEW SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 21. - The
Cabinet Committee on Securi-
ty, armed with the unanimous
mandate of political parties, to-
day decided to extend the
Kashmir ceasefire beyond 26
February. The Prime Minister
is slated to announce the deci-
sion in Parliament tomorrow.
A CCS member said the
ceasefire extension didn’t
mean operations against for-
eign militants would be sus-
pended. It is not certain, how-
ever, whether the ceasefire
has been extended by a
month or by two months.
Sources said the service
chiefs had been taken into
confidence. The meeting no-
ted that the decline in infil-
tration was more because of
the snow blocking the passes.
There had also been some dis-
cussions about the possibility
of using the Nagaland model

Earliér in the day, the all-

party meeting resolved that
the ceasefire should be extén-
ded and the government
should start talks with politi-
cal groups in the state, in-
cluding the Hurriyat.

Even Shiv Sena, which was
critical of the government’s st-
and, endorsed the move. Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, who had descri-
bed the government as con-
fused, said after the meeting
the Congress was behind the
government on the extension.

The government tried to
scotch rumours about a divi-
sion within by making Mr LK
Advani brief the meeting.
Some reports had suggested a
rift between him and the
Prime Minister on the issue.

This was preceded by a 35-
minute briefing by the Intelli-
gence Bureau chief with
slides, pictures and graphs
about the situation before the
ceasefire and after. About 215
militants were killed in the
valley during the ceasefire
against 250 civilian casual-
ties in the hands of militants,

f
he reported. He said ﬁhe
ceasefire had divided the mil-
itants and that could work to
India’s advantage. The gener-
al mood in Pakistan too was
turning against the military
government.

Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav,
who spoke first, asked the
government to move beyond
the ceasefire and launch a po-
litical initiative. Mr Somnath
Chatterjee endorsed his
views. To this, Mr Advani as-
serted that the ceasefire was
not an end in itgelf but a
means to bring lasting peace
in the valley.

A few leaders wanted to
know the reason for not allow-
ing Hurriyat leaders to visit
Pakistan. At this point, the
National Conference, which
asserted its “right” to be con-
sulted first on any peace ini-
tiative in the valley, came
down on the government,
questioning its stand to give
“extra-importance” to Hur-
riyat leaders.

“What is Hurriyat. They all

exte

eb‘\(

nded

have been MPs, MLAs and
have sworn allegiance to the
Constitution. They are not
farishtas (God’s messengers)
who will resolve the problem,”
the NC leader Mr Abdul Ra-
shid Shaheen, said.

The US Congress caucus on
India appreciated the cease-
fire and hoped it would lead
to resumption of talks with Is-
lamabad on Kashmir. The
team met Hurriyat leaders
Mr GM Bhatt, Mr AG Lone,
Mr Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
and Mr Sheikh Aziz.

Kashmir meet: Eighty-six po-
litical leaders and prominent
personalities from the PoK and
the northern areas will partici- .
pate in the Kashmir confer- |
ence, to be held in Jammu from °
17 March, adds UNT.

Amanullah Khan, Sardar
Abdul Qayoom Khan and Sul-
tan Mahmood Chaudhry were
among those who have app-
roached the Indian mission in
Islamabad for visa.

# Another report on page 8
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ness for another extension of
ceasefire in the state of Jammu
and Kashmir and has informed the
Centre thatitwillbe inits (Centre’s) in-
terestaswell
- Official sources said that the Army
indicated its “keenness” for extending
the ceasefire notbecause of the *
on the Line of Control” but also
the improved situation in the interiors.
They added that the impact of the
ceasefire cannot be gauged in one or
two months. “It needs to be given at
least four to sixmonths. Only then will it
sink into the psyche of the state or the
people,” the sourcessaid.

“We have tried several methods.
This is one more road to take. But we
should not take ope step forward and
‘then twobackwards because of the fear
of a roadblock. Ve must let ceasefire
continue tillwe reach either adead end
or our destination,” an Army official
said. '

The Army has not been sitting idle
during the ceasefire period. More than
50 terrorists have been killed in opera-
tions based on specific intelligence in-
puts. “On the ground too there is a
marked i in the situation,
incidents like Haigam and the killing of
Sikhs notwithstanding. The long term
advantages of peace will far outweigh

Tum Dildaar Nahin

its short term disadvantages,” highly
placed sources at the Amy headquar-
tershere said.

“The peopie of Kashmir have for
the first time, in over a decade of inci-
dents of violence, experienced to livé
without the fear of the gun. Ceasefire
initiative is no magicwand. Nosituation
changm-ovemight.cheedtogivehat
least between four to six months to
knowitsimpact,” an official said.

NEW DELHI, FEB 21

IS THE Hizbul Mujahideen, un-
like other militant outfits, showing
respect to the Centre’s unilateral
ceasefire? Security forces say there
are tell-tale signs of this on the
ground in the Valley.

Officials’ say the “restraint”
shown by the outfit remains the sole
“bright spot™ in.the three-month-
long ceasefire, which has been
marred by violence. State and Cen-
tral Intelligence agencies have
hardly found any involvement of the
Hizbul in violence.

“The Hizbul’s only operation so
far has been a grenade attack close
to a venue-of Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullal’s public rally in Srinagar.
The outfit had claimed responsibil-
ity for it,” a senior para-military
officer said. )

The outfit-has been practically
quiet ever since a ceasefire was first
announced by its commander in
Kashmir five months ago.

“Throughout the Centre’s cease-

'NDIAN EXPRES..
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Zm ‘Hizb Petraint only”
bright spot in truce’

' AASHA KHOSA

fire, we have seen tremendous re-
straint by them,” a senior security of-
ficer said.

While this augurs good long-
term results for the forces as the mili-
tants now stand divided as “natives”
and foreign mercenaries, a “hot”
summer is expected in Jarmu and
Kashmir.

A Border Security Force (BSF)
report says around 350 insurgents
have sneaked in from Pakistan in the
first two months of the ceasefire,
which is quite high as compared to
the average intrusion in all the previ-
ousyears,

On an average, 2,500 to 3,000 in-
surgents infiltrated last year.

During winters, militants de-
scend from the snow-clad peaks to
the populated areas.

Many are killed in encounters
with security forces, taking the sting,
out of the militants’ offensive in the
summer months.

“This winter, we have not
achieved the desired results and are
likely to face more attacks during the

summers,” a security official said. .
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 20. — Faced
with a barrage of criticism
within and outside the govern-
ment, the Prime Minister has
convened an all-party meeting
tomorrow to evolve a consensus
on the ceasefire in Jammu &
Kashmir,

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had
earlier decided to convene an
NDA meefing on the ceasefire.
Mr Vajpayee’s political manag-
ers calculated that non-NDA
parties could complain that
they were not being taken into
confidence.

The BJP welcomed the move
on the all-party meeting, sched-
uled for 12 noon in Parliament
House. The all-party meeting
will be held before that of the
Cabinet Committee on Security.
This indicates that the all-party
deliberations could shape the
outcome of the CCS meeting.

Top Intelligence officials will
be present at the all-party
meeting to brief leaders on
ground realities in the Valley.
The CCS meeting was post-
poned earlier amid varying per-
ceptions of policy-makers. The
CCS appears to be in two
minds on ceasefire extension.
Members favouring an exten-
sion hope the situation will im-
prove and the people of J&K
will decide that enough is
enough. But the opponents be-
lieve, that’s not happening.

The Congress has described
the government policy on Kash-
mir as confused. Hardliners in
the Sangh parivar and some
Cabinet ministers are reported-
ly opposed to truce extension.

There is talk in government
circles that those caring about
international opinion favour
extension whereas those con-
cerned about the ground situa-
tion want that the truce should

© on ceasefi

9 LN

N\
be called off. Violence has\n
stopped and the initial eupho-
ria that it would bring abdut
peace in the Valley was waning
fast, a Union minister said.
For extension of the truce, the
Prime Minister and his manag-
ers would have to persuade
party leaders that the ceasefire
had paid off. The government
does not want a political con-
troversy on the ceasefire when
Parliament is in session. Some
government managers are con-
fident that the Congress and
other parties will appreciate
the government move.
Expressing reservations about
extension, RSS spokesman Mr
MG Vaidya said security forces
and the state police should be
allowed to adopt a pro-active
role to nab militants. The cease-
fire should be limited to the
LoC, he said. The BJP appears
confused. The party opposed
the earlier extension. This time
Mr Bangaru Laxman has
talked about a review but not
with the same force.
Hurriyat leaders released:
Five Hurriyat leaders, includ-
ing Mr Yasin Malik, Mr Abdul
Gani Bhat and Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, detained and placed
under house arrest, were re-
leased last night. Jammu &
Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party chief Mr Shabir Ahmad

Shah and his six colleagues, ar-

rested for violating curfew on
Saturday, were let off today,
adds PTI from Srinagar.

PoK sit-in: Around 50 women,
supporting independence for
Kashmir, today staged a sit-in
outside the UN office in Muzaf-
farabad in PoK demanding re-
lease of 14 activists arrested
last week, AFP adds. Pakista-
n’s military government has
banned public demonstrations.

B Photograph on page 5

A
India lodges
protest on
Pak 1ntrusion

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AND AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, Feb. 20. — In-
dia today lodged a strong pro-
test with Pakistan over yes-
terday’s airspace violation in
the Chhamb sector of Jammu
& Kashmir by two aircraft.
New Delhi rejected as “totally
baseless” Islamabad’s denial
of the incursion.

The protest was conveyed by
the sector commander of the -
Chhamb area to his ranger i
counterpart in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, defeneé”
sources here said.

A protest is also expected to
be lodged by the Indian high
commission in Islamabad and
by the government with the
Pakistani mission here.

Mr George Fernandes said he
would soon make a statement
in Parliament on the subject.

Mr Fernandes refused to
elaborate on the intrusion,
saying Parliament was in
session and he could not
speak on the issue without
informing the House first.

According to Army officials,
the two planes entered Indi-
an territory yesterday around
2.15 p.m. The planes may
have been flying very low for
‘surveillance.”

Though this is the first time
the Army has officially admi
ted that Pakistani forces
involved in

hicles often
airspace.
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ING THEECA

@\’8% Is there mischief afoot?

T is ratheX intriguing that on the eve of the Light Combat

Aircraft making its debut at an international air show,
although on home turf, a host of questions should be raised
about its indigenous content, likely obsolescence and slim
chances of adhering to production schedules. Not that the
queries are irrelevant, but their timing would suggest a
campaign to ground the aircraft even before it has flipped its
wings. All of which tends to confirm that powerful lobbies are
at work, lobbies which would stand to gain if domestic efforts
at building combat aircraft flounder. Two decades ago the
Marut (HF-24) programme was abandoned in the wake of a
similar brand of criticism. Is history going to repeat itself?
There can be no overlooking the fact that the LCA develop-
ment has been marked by substantial overruns of time and
cost. Nor can anyone ignore its prototype being powered by an
imported engine while the production version would use the
indigenous Kaveri. Yet to highlight the imported content of
the trial versions is not on. It would make little sense to
manufacture every component of something that has yet to be
cleared for production, and even when an assembly line is in
place it will be impossible to provide for 100 per cent local
manufacture. Even highly developed nations do not go it
alone in aircraft production.

A former Air Chief going public over the issue confirms the
view that the air force has not lent total support to the LCA
project. It is understandable that in the short term the force
would prefer the best fighter available in the global market,
but looking ahead makes it imperative that India acquires
the capacity to produce its own warplanes. The LCA has to be
seen as part of that bigger picture and the air force would do

" well to look at the example set by the navy. Warship con-
! struction has sailed many a sea between INS Nilgiri and INS
i Mumbai. Not so long ago it was easy to discern the attempts

of western arms producers to break the hold of the military-
industrial complex of the erstwhile Soviet Union on the sup-
ply line to India. Now such action is evident on the part of re-
presentatives of rival Russian manufacturers: witness the
tussie between the T-72 and T-90 tanks, and the bid to pres-
sure the navy to change its choice of the MiG-29-K to the SU-
33 for its carriers in the pipeline. It requires little imagi-
nation to conclude what fuels the interest of lobbies. Soon
after the LCA made its maiden test flight this newspaper had
cautioned that attractive offers would soon be made to divert

the focus from indigenous potential. That such apprehensig
appear to have been well-founded gives us no comfort.
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_~TFleet Review

: SEEMA KAMDAR
STATESMAI\I NEWS SERVICE ' L

\MUMBAI Feb. 19. — The In-

! ternational Fleet Review was
lall it was touted to be and
- more. The five-day event went
~through with clockwork preci-
. sion, testifying to the event
' management capabilities of
'the Indian Navy apart from
its striking abilities.

Most naval officers and men
were of the view that the
event proved India’s superior
naval preparedness to the
world. Capt (retd) Raj Mohin-
dra, president of the Mumbai
charter of the Navy Founda-
tion, said: “It was an adminis-
trative and logistical marvel.”
He believes that the IFR has
projected India as a sea power
to reckon with. “The world
must know that India has a
surface Navy and an under-
sea arm that can stave off any
challenge,” he said.

‘But there were a few hiccups
vis-a vis the organisers’ han-
dling of the viewing public.

& Though the even

as con-
ceived as a commurfication ex-
ercise, it failed in doing so
with the hordes gathered
around the Gateway of India
for the fleet review on 18 Feb-
ruary. All they managed was a
fleeting glimpse of one or two
ships anchored close to the
bay. The weather played spoil-
sport with the smog blocking
out most of the 70 ships. More-
over, there was no alternative
arrangement like a band to
keep them entertained.

What was more disappoint-
ing was the absence of any
live commentary to keep them
abreast of what was happen-
ing. The surging crowds were
kept at bay by wary police
personnel for fear that they
may spill over into the pro-
hibited area and disrupt VIP
movement. This attitude also
irked many who complained
bitterly that the show was not
meant for them but only for
politicians.

But the Navy more than
made up for its faux pas the

1CCESS

next day by treating the sea of
humanity gathered at Marine
Drive to a grand marchpast
and a spectacular display of
fireworks in the sky. ;
The Navy Foundation, which

comprises retired naval offi- .
cers, contributed its bit by

making the visiting naval offi- '
cers feel comfortable. It held a

reception for officers of the
visiting naval fleet, escorting
them on shopping and sight-

seeing trips and inviting them |
to their homes.

All officers were unanimous |
in the judgment that the re- 1
view had brought pride to'

them and the country. It

served as a focal point of in-,

teraction among the 29 partic- |

ipating navies. While 19 had |
sent ships, the remaining had \
sent delegations that assessed | \
the fleet on display. ‘
Comparisons, though odious, :
are inevitable on such an oc- '
casion. The Indian Navy

passed with flying colours, go-

_ing by the reactions of the yis-
iting naval ofﬁceV



NEW DELHI Two Pakistani military
reconnaissance aircraft on Monday crossed
the Line of Control (LoC) in the Chhamb
sector of Jammu and Kashmir and one of
them was “hit” when Indian troops
“engaged” them, defence sources said here.

“Two small fixed-wing Pakistani army
reconnaissance aircraft violated Indian air
space in the Chhamb sector at 1415 hours
and were engaged by our own ground
troops and forced to return,” the army
headquarters said.

One of the two planes, said to be an air
observation  piston-engined  aircraft,
‘Mushaq’, was “hit” and a search was
launched to determine whether the aircraft
had crashed within Indian territory, the
sources said. “A protest is being lodged with
Pakistan for this air space violation,” the
headquarters said.

This is the first known Indian air space
violation by a Pakistani military aircraft in
more than a year. Indian Air Force jets
had shot down a Pakistani navy reconnais-
sance aircraft, ‘Atlantique’, in the Kutch sec-
tor of Gujarat shortly after the 1999 Kargil
conflict. The entire 16-member crew was
killed.

‘Mushaq’ is a twin-seater low-flying air
observation plane also used by Pakistan to
direct artillery fire.

In another development, four security
personnel were killed and 16 injured when
militants attacked an Indo-TibetansBorder
Police camp, two BSF pickets, an army con-
voy and ambushed a police vehicle in

air space,

"Two Pak ‘aircraft
intrude Indian

\\’

1 hlt\y

Kashmir Valley on Monday, an official
spokesiman said.

Militants ambushed a Kupwara-bound
police gypsy carrying two detenues on
police remand at Amargarh in Sopore,
killing three cops and injuring two others,
said Baramulla SP Abdul Qayoom Manhas.
Head constable Ghulam Rasool died
instantly and five others, including a
detenue, were seriously injured in the
ambush, Mr Manbhas said.

One ITBP constable was killed and five
injured when militants fired four rifle
grenades at their camp in Bemina here, offi-
cial sources said. Elsewhere in the Valley,
militants shot dead a policeman attached to
the criminal investigation department in the
Pattan area of Baramulla.

At least four civilians were injured when
militants hurled a grenade towards an army
convoy at Bijbehara, 45 km from here, on
Monday evening, but it missed its target and
exploded on the road, injuring four civilians,
the sources said. The officials said militants
also hurled grenades towards BSF pickets at
Nawakadal and Narwarah in downtown
Srinagar, but no one was hurt in the explo-
sions.

Meanwhile, the crucial meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS),
which was put off on Sunday at the last
mindte, is likely to be held on Wednesday to
decide whether or not to extend the cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir beyond the
February 26 deadline, official sources said in
Delhi. (Agencies})
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J/Army for extension
- 0f J&K ceasefire
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7{;: Atul Aneja

. NEW DELMI, FEB. 19. In spite of re-

cent setbacks and the expression
of serious reservations by a sec-
tion of the security establishment,
the Army appears keen on pro-
longing the ceasefire in Kashmir.

Highly-placed Government
sources said the Army had contin-
ued to advocate extension of the
ceasefire. Key paramilitary forces,
which have faced the brunt of
some recent attacks by insurgents
in Kashmir, however, may not be
so inclined. The State Govern-
ment’s response in favour of the
ceasefire is also not encouraging.

The fallout of the slaying of
Sikhs at Mehjoor Nagar and the
firing on Kashmiri demonstrators
at Haigam has sharpened the in-
ternal divide on the ceasefire ex-
tension: According to one view,
the ceasefire has allowed the mil-
itants to consolidate. As a result, a
drop in violence has not become
perceptible. They also argue
against extending the ceasefire
since Pakistan has not responded
positively by curbing cross-bor-
der militancy. ygwever, advo-
cates of the ceasefire point out
that it would be wrong to disre-
~gard some of the gains. First, fir-
ing across the Line of Control,
including at the Siachen glacier,
has almost ceased. Cross-border
infiltrations also appear to have

+ dropped.

Second, the profile of militancy
in the Valley has perceptibly al-
tered. Militant violence is now be-
ing perpetrated essentially by two
jehadi organisations — Lashkar-
e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad..

Sources point out that even if
the militants are regrouping, it
does not justify the scrapping of
the ceasefire. While offensive op-

erations are on hold, the security
forces, and especially the Army,
are well aware of the hideouts.A
counter-strike against them is
feasible, if required in the future.

Haigam fallout

There is a general agreement
within the security establishment
that the popular mood in the Val-
ley is rapidly changing. The Hai-
gam firing by the Army has
triggered a violent and emotional
response in many parts of Kash-
mir. The Army is keen on getting
over the incident quickly.

There is a perception in the
Government that Pakistan has
not done enough to give peace a
real chance. While, under inter-
national pressure, it has passed
orders to stop the display of arms
and curb open fund-raising cam-
paigns by militants, it has not
moved sufficiently on the ground.
Contrary to reports, Islamabad is
yet to issue instructions to curb
“commando training” by the je-
hadi groups.

ITBP camp attacked
By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, FEB. 19. Militants today at-
tacked a camp of the Indo- Tibe-
tan Border Police (ITBP) at
Bemina on the outskirts of Srina-
gar. They fired four rifle grenades
towards the camp which hit the
building killing one constable,
Rati Ram, and injuring five others.
The Jaish-e-Mohammad owned
up the attack.

Near Sopore, militants am-

bushed a police vehicle taking -

prisoners to a Baramulla court. A
head constable, Ghulam Rasool,
was killed on the spot. Four po-
licemen and a prisoner were in-
jured.

Pitched battles continue: Page 13



Army, para-military forces

differ o

Shishir Gupta I\
New Delhi, February 18 S Q (}7
v

DIFFERENCES HAVE cropped up
within the seeurity and military establish-
ment over the extension of ceasefire in
Kashmir, While the Army has favourced
that the non-initiation of combat opera-
tons (military jargon for ceasctire) in the
strife-tora state should be cxtended, the
para-military and police forces have
vetoed the truce as they feel it will be used
for further consolidation of jehadi groups.

According to Government sources, the
extension of the ceasefire for the third
time and overall security situation in J&
K was discussed at a high-level meeting
on Friday. Top Armyv brass, senior Border
Security Force officials, Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) and the senior intel-
ligence officials participated in meet

It is learnt the Central Para-Military
Forces were against the extension as their
ground inputs suggested the jehadiv had
uscd the truce to consolidate their posi-
tion. The BSF, citing intelligence inputs,
said the ceasefire had been used by the
Jehadis to upgrade the hardware, improve
commuaication, replenish arsenal and
motivate the ethnic Kashmiri youth to
Cross over to training camps in PoK.

The para-military forces said the jehadis
had been doing operational planning dur-
ing. the truce and will become "hard
enemy targets” once the on-going process
ends. The BSF was of the opinion that the
security forces, including the Army,
should concentrate on anti-insurgency
operations as the Line of Controt (1.oC)

ver truce
e

exr

Wi\

1sion
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was expected to remain guiot gfter
Pakistan's "maximum restraint offer”,

However, the Army differed. According
1o the Army, any move on the extension will
have to factor the positive spin-offs of the
peace pracess. The gains include: Pressure
on Pakistan against overtly supporing a
Jehadi intiltration or any Kargi! tvpe of
intrusion: international sympathy for India:
reduction in cross-border firing and intilira-
tion and serious differences between the
Jehadis and the Pak Government.

The Army was of the opinion the cease-
tire had put Pak Goverament on the
backfoot. Islamabad is in a cul-de-sac on
the issue with little option but to react to

. 3 i W 3 g a s i
A security person takes guard in Srinagar on Sunday. Photo: AFP

Indian moves,

e Army said the ceasefire had
ensured better protection of military and
seeurily installations as a result the
jehadis were hitting soft targets to gain
sileage and discredit the process.

The Army was in favour of using the
ceasefire for building contidence, intro-
ducing new steps for protection of remote
areas and using high-end force multipli-
ers o track infiftrators. By ordering a
probe into the Sopore shooting, the Army
hias sent asignal that it will not tolerate
trigger-happy persoanel. It is understood

that at the end of the meeting, diffgrences
remamed unresolved. /
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Mourners throng
slain Jahl’s house

Rashid Ahmad
Haigam, February 18

IT WAS an unpleasant but all-too-familiar situation.
A shocked 50-year-old Rafiga was lying dumb, flat in
a bed. Grieving women had gathered there. Yelling
and shrieking, hundreds of men, women and children
congregated at Rafiga's house on the ritual -- the
fourth day of mourning of her son Jalil Ahmad Shah.

Jalil was killed under mysterious circumstances in
the intervening night of February 14-15. Security
forces, describing him as a top commander of
Harakat-ul Jihad-e-Islami (HUJI), said that he was
killed in an encounter in Juhama forests of
Baramullah. But his mother, sisters and villagers
swear that he was not connected with militancy even
remotely.

They admit that Jalil had association with the JKLE
"But he was never a mifitant,” said Mohammad Sultan
Mir, neighbour of Jatil.

His mother said that sccurity forees had arrested
him on February 13 in broad daylight at Sopore.
where he had gone for some business assignment.

Jalil was running a Unani medical shop and his fam-
ily -- his mother, four sisters and a brother - lived o
modest fife. One of his sisters was alrcady married
and another was to get married this year.

The political affiliation of the family. however, is
strange. While Jalil was associated with the JKLE his
father, Abdul Kabir Shah, was a National Conference
functionary.

Abdul Kabir had close association with Abdul Ahad
Vakil, the Speaker of the State Assembly.

He was shot dead by unidentificd men in 1995,
Villagers, without reservations, said that mifitants
killed him.Locals said that Jalil was 3 social worker
and would always help the poor and needy.

He had recently donated blood for the earthquake
victims of Gujarat. The blood donatjyp camp was
organised by the JKLF in Srinagar.



/ Guns and Butter

Sylg,e’f ise the Two for Security

Ql N
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NDIA’S defence expenditure

(DE) will soon come up for pre-
dictable pre-budget scrutiny along
the ‘guns versus butter’ groove and
this has to be juxtaposed against
images of uniformed personnel
providing succour to the ill-fated
victims of the earthquake in
Gujarat. This is symptomatic of the
many duties that devolve upon
the armed forces as part of
their mandate. However, before
examining the contextual backdrop
of India’s DE some basic figures
warrant recall.

In the financial year 2000-01, the
budgetary provision for defence
was Rs 58,587 crore and this will
now be revised based on actual ex-
penditure. Adding the pension bill
of Rs 12,000 crore, the overall out-
lay for existing infrastructure, both
material/human and the retired fra-
ternity — uniformed/civilian,
works out to over Rs 70,000 crore
-~ a not too immodest amount.
The DE normally excludes the pen-
sion bill and is now 2.6 per cent of
the GDP, though this figure will
be revised.

India’s DE has been the subject
of considerable introspection both
within the government and outside
and this focus was further attenuat-
ed post-Kargil. While there is a tra-
ditional view that a poor underde-
veloped nation like India cannot af-
ford to spend such vast sums on de-
fence, the reality check is perhaps
different. Conceptually, for any na-
tion, the DE is driven by percep-
tions of national security and the
latter, like beauty, is inherently sub-
jective and lies in the eye of the be-
holder. Thus the DE as a percent-
age of the GDP varies across a
bandwidth from under one per cent
(Japan) and can go up to 11 per
cent (Israel) with North Korea esti-
mated at 30 per cent.

Is India’s DE adequate and
should it go up? These are perenni-
al questions with elusive answers
and have been addressed in greater
detail than ever before in the after-
math of Kargil. It is understood
that the Vajpayee government will
soon announce the determination
it has arrived at on the plethora of
recommendations since made. It is
not the purpose of this article to
make the case for increased
defence outlay but to draw atten-
tion to areas that offer scope for
ensuring a greater degree of ‘bang
for the buck’.

Historically, the Indian DE is be-
coming more of a strait-jacket with

By C UDAY BHASKAR

he recurring component (RE or
revenue expenditure) dwarfing the
capital component, or that which
allows for modernisation/acquisi-
tion/upgradation. Recurring costs
include the pay and allowances of
the personnel who comprise the
defence infrastructure — uni-
formed and civilian, and the mater-
ial inventory including consum-
ables such as fuel, ammunition,
food and clothing — items brought
under the rubric of stores.

The DE for 2000-01 is instructive
in the fine print. The Indian de-
fence edifice is manpower intensive
and is over a million- strong purely
in the uniformed part. The Indian
Army is the lead service with over a
million troops and the Air Force
and Navy are respectively 10th and
20th in personnel size. This large
Army is inescapable given the
broad and complex spectrum of
tasks that devolve upon it and these
range from macro-security issues

IN BRIEF

* Many defence areas offer
scope to generate greater
‘bang for the buck’

» With increasing recurring
expenditure, it has become
difficult to induct relevant
technology into the Army

* Private sector participation
can improve productivity in
ordnance factories

such as WMD to micro-challenges
such as low-intensity conflict and
internal security duties and aid to
civil power as in the case of the cur-
rent earthquake. The buck in most
cases stops with the military from
Kargil to Kutch.

It thus follows that the RE com-
ponent of the DE is on the increase
and the capital share is shrinking
progressively making it difficult to
induct relevant technology into the
military machine. Hence the anom-
aly of the Indian Army in the year
2001 still having to rely on the ubiq-
uitous one-tonner of World War II
vintage that barely does two km
per litre of petrol. This has resulted
in a catch-22 cleft wherein the
Army cannot reduce its manpower
if it is to meet all the tasks before it
and is unable to modernise its in-
ventory if its share of the cake is
what it is — about 56 per cent of the
total DE — that would then allow
it to cut down manpower.

In this strait-jacket, the only
wriggle room appears to be in those
areas that account for most of the
RE, namely pay and allowances
and in stores. The budget details re-
veal that last year the total pay and
allowances for personnel was Rs
15,043 crore of which Rs 12,922
crore was for uniformed troops in-
cluding auxiliaries and reservists,
while Rs 2,121 crore was for the
civilian component.

The second area is the innocuous
word in the budget papers that
reads ‘stores’. Under this head, the
total is Rs 20,905 crore and the
breakdown for the Army, Navy, Air
Force and Ordnance Factories
(OF) is 11,012, 1,610, 5,221 and
3,062 crore respectively. Of this to-
tal, Rs 5,391 crore are recovered by
the OF for stores supplied to the
armed forces. But it must be noted
that stores mean different things
for each of the services for their
war wastage scales and inventory
have varying specificity. Room
for strategic wriggle exists in
these areas if at all, given India’s
systemic traits and inflexible
procedural rectitude.

The manpower bill is rising both
for those on active duty and the
pensioners and about 60,000 troops
join the retired list annually. Many
leave in their early 30s which
means that they can legitimately
claim pension benefits for almost
45 to 50 years. This is a trained, dis-
ciplined gene-pool that is strug-
gling for lack of institutional astute-
ness and often ends up as glorified
car hailers and ill-paid security
guards. If comprehensive national
security must now address social in-
dicators such as health, education ,
services et al, this regular outflow
can make a lateral entry 10 central
or state governments and thereby
reduce the pension demands.

In the stores area, inventory
management and procurement
practices leave considerable room
for improvement. The productivity
in ordnance factories and defence
public sector units can benefit from
private sector participation, as also
from academia. The Navy has
made modest but potentially
significant advances in this area
and this needs to be studied. In
the final analysis, more than in-
creasing the DE, getting a better
return on current outlay and invest-
ment is a strategic imperative.
Guns and butter are both integral
to national security — the
challenge is to synergise them.
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MUZAMIL JALEEL
SRINAGAR, FEB 18

HE Army to-
day regretted
the killing of

five protesting villagers
in Hygam and a
teenager in Srinagar
and promisedsternac-
tion against those
found guilty.

“We too are hu-
man beings. We too
can commit errors. We
too make mistakes,”
said It Gen J R
Mukharjee, General
officer commanding
(GOCQ), 15 Corps. “1
give my solemn word
to the bereaved fami-

of my men who are blameworthy

will be brought to book and be

dealt with according to the law,” he

said. Mukharjee was addressing
~ mediapersons here.

Appealing to the people of
Kashmir “to adjure this agitation
and violence,” Mukharjee said the
people want peace and will not al-
low such an incident to derail the
process as long as they are assured
justice. “I give my word of honour
that they will get justice;” he said.
“Apart from the judicial inquiry,
we have also ordered a detailed in-
vestigation into these unfortunate
incidents”.

The Army had opened firing
on a protest rally at Hygam on

lies and to the people Protesters outside the historic Jamia Masjid in
of Kashmir that those downtown Srinagar on Sunday — P77

February 15, who were demanding
the body of a local youngster al-
legedly killed in custody. The po-
lice has already filed an FIR
against the Army, claiming that the
troops opened fire on the protes-
tors and even attacked the police
party led by the station house offi-
cer of Sopore police station. In
fact, the complainant in the FIR is
the SHO himself, who had a nar-
row escape in the firing.
Mukharjee, however, claimed
that he has received conflicting re-
ports regarding the incident and is
waiting for the results of the probe
ordered to “get to the bottom of
it”. He said his inquiry is time-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

After days of silence,
Army regrets klllmgs

B Promises justice to fam|||es of protesters killed in Srinagar

Hurriyat, JKLF
men detained

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SRINAGAR, FEB 18

THE police today detained
two senior leaders of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF), including its chairman
and senior executive member
Mohammad Yaseen Malik, while
Hurriyat Conference chairman
Abdul Gani Bhat and another
member have been placed under
house arrest since last evening.

Malik was detained by police
at Srinagar airport on his return
here from New Delhi, official
sourcessaid.

He was scheduled to visit
Haigam-Sopore to take part in the
fourth day ceremony of JKLF
leader Jaleel Ahmad Shah and six
others who were killed in a firing
incident on Thursday.

Police took Malik into custody
as soon as he came out of the
plane and lodged him at
Humhama police division, they
said.

Police and paramilitary forces
laid a seige around the houses of
Abdul Gani Bhat at Wazirbagh
and his predecessor Syed Ali Shah
Geelani at Hyderpora to stop the
Hurriyat leaders from visiting
Haigam-Sopore today where
hundreds of people have assem-
bled to attend the fourth day cere-
mony of those killed on Thursday.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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\/\ By Srinivas Laxman

V' Mhe Times of India News Servnce
MUMBAL The might of India’s military air
power was displayed here on Sunday morning
before lakhs of cheering spectators as planes
of the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Indian
Navy flew past Marine Drive agd Chowpatty
carrying out demonstrations. % 1)) \

Unlike previous days, there was good/visibil-
ity which allowed the public to have a clear
view of different aircraft. The nearly 90-minute
air display followed the international city
parade where Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee was the chief guest.

The area echoed to the awesome roar of Sea
Harriers, Sukhois, MiG-29s, Kirans and
Jaguars. As the powerful jets flew past the
milling crowd, many put on their binoculars to
get a closer view of the aircraft.

However, it was the Russian-made Sukhoi
which stole the show. Before an awestruck
crowd, the pilot put the aircraft through
incredible manoeuvres which made everyone
below hold their breath. The deadly fighter
executed hair-raising rolls in rapid successions,
zoomed upwards in a few seconds, turned and
performed a series of acrobatics. In a display of
amazing control, the pilot then reduced the
speed of the Sukhoi from 850 km to 250 km in
split seconds. The aerobatics demonstration by
the IAF’s Suryakiran jet team kept the crowd
enthralled. While executing their thrilling
manoeuvres, the nine smalll jets simultaneous-
ly trailed the national colours. They ended
their performance with what is known as a
“shockwave formation”. This team has now
become an indispensable part of any air dis-
play all over the country.

Prior to this exciting demonstration, there
was a flypast by Sea Harriers— the maritime
. version of the Jaguars— and the MiG-29s.
However, these aircraft merely flew past the
crowd without carrying out any drill.

There was a flypast by microlight aircraft by
an army team. One of the planes trailed the
banner of the international fleet review. The
microlights took off from the US Club at
Colaba, flew over Malabar Hill before enter-
ing Marine Drive. They circled twice over the

area before flying out.

Air display Vedves trail ¢

Followmg the dlsplay bv mlcrohght there
was the usual search-and-rescue demonstra-
tion by Chetak helicopters of the Indian Navy.
They performed simultaneously opposite the
Oberoi Towers, Churchgate and Chowpatty.
“If we had planned the demonstrations in just
one spot, not many would have seen them. Our
idea was to reach out to the crowd so we decid-

ed to have it in three places simultaneously,” a

[FLEET OF FANCY: Suryakirans of Indian Air Force fly in formation and paint the sky with
the Indian tricolour to mark the end of the International Fieet Review in Mumbai on Sunday |

1

naval official said.

In another demonstration, a Seaking heli-
copter lowered marine commandos into a
Gemini boat. They then moved towards a sim-
ulated ‘enemy’ oil rig, placed explosives and
left the area in just eight minutes. The crowd
thought the operation was ovege-But that was
not the case. The rig expleded with a bang, ~
spewing black smoke,

b e ST S S T
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says army

Probe ordered: Yaseen Malik detained; clashes continue

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies
SRINAGAR: The army on Sun-
day admitted its troops and intelli-
gence personnel opened fire in
self-defence during protests over
custodial killings at Haigam-
Sopore and Maisuma in Srinagar
atnd ordered a probe into the inci-

dent.

“Notwithstanding the judicial
probe, we have also ordered a
detailed inquiry into these unfor-
tunate incidents,” Lt. Gen. JLR.
General  Officer
Commanding, 15th Corps, told
reporters here. The inquiry would
be time-bound and any jawan
found guilty would be brought to
book, he said.

Expressing regrets over the
deaths, Lt Gen Mukherjee said

. several demonstrators had blo-

cked the National Highway at
Haigam near Pattan on February
15, demanding the body of a
slained militant— alleged to have
been killed by segurity forces. The

According to the Corp
Commander, the officer-in-charge
of the convoy urged the demon-
strators to let the convoy pass. But
one of the demonstrators fired
shots at the convoy. forcing the
army to retaliate in self-defence.

Meanwhile, the police on

Sunday detained two senior lead-

KEEPING VIGIL

CCSH meetmg cancellpd

NEW DELHE: A crucial meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), which was to
take a decision whether to extend
the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir beyond February 26,
was cancelled on Sunday at the
last moment. The meeting is
expected to be held after a couple
of days, an official spokesman
told reporters here. 7

ers of the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front, including its
chairman and senior executive
member Mohammad Yaseen
Malik. Malik was detained by the
police at Srinagar airport on his
return here from New Delhi, offi-
cial sources said.

He was scheduled to visit
Haigam-Sopore to take part in the
fourth day ceremony of JKLF
leader Jaleel Ahmad Shah and six
others who were killed in a firing
incident on Thursday. The police
took Malik into custody as soon as
he came out of the plane and
lodged him at Humhama police
division, they said.

Hurriyat Conference chairman
Abdul Gani Bhat and another
member have been placed under

house arrest since Saturday
evening.
Meanwhile, sporadic clashes

between the police and demon-
strators continued for the fourth
day on Sunday in the Valley, while
the curfew imposed in parts of
Srinagar city on Friday was
extended to some more areas as a
“precautionary measure’.

- .o
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IFR PARADE / DANCE IN THE SKIES HAS MUMBAITES RIVETED

Navies m

By Arunkumar Bhatt 9 %

MUMBAI, FEB. 18. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day emphasised cooperation
among the navies of the world to
curb drug trafficking and gun-
running which he described as
handmaidens of international ter-
rorism.

Mr. Vajpayee was delivering a
formal speech this morning after
witnessing an impressive the In-
ternational City Parade staged by
sailors of 19 different navies, par-
ticipants in the International
Fleet Review that cheered lakhs of
onlookers who had gathered soon
after daybreak.

The Prime Minister said the In-
dian Navy had an important role
in global maritime cooperation
and also in preserving marine
ecology, protecting ocean re-
sources and commercial sealanes
against piracy and other disrup-
tions.

Mr. Vajpayee called for “insti-
tutional arrangements for such
cooperation. He said that the IFR
was an important first step in
bringing navies together to start
the endeavour.”

He noted that 15 of the 25 for-
eign ships that have joined the
IFR were from the Indian Ocean
Rim countries, and this showed
“a widespread recognition of the
enormous potential for regional
cooperation in the Indian Ocean
Rim. I hope that the association
will rapidly move to realise the
promise of mutually beneficial
collaboration.”

In a rather emotional appeal,
Mr. Vajpayee told the Rim coun-
tries: ‘‘As globalisation embraced

W

us and communication technol-
ogies connect us, oceans should
unite us in our endeavor for
peaceful economic development.
Let us start this process with the
Indian Ocean.”

Lakhs throng shores \O\X
d

Mumbai, the commercial ¢
ital of the country, seldom gets a
chance to see a military parade.
And this was the first time Mum-
baites were to watch an Interna-
tional City Parade and its
charming significance was not
lost on them.

Contrary to the cynical thinking

on the IFR-related public holidays

ur-kilometre curving stretch
umbai’s Back Bay known as
e Queen’s Necklace. Both the
sides of the road, the entire
Chowpaty beach and all rooftops
were plastered with onlookers.
The police had to turn back lakhs
of people for want of space.

The first contingent was that of
the naval wing of the National Ca-
det Corps, holding aloft flags of 29
countries which sent their war-
ships and/or high-level naval del-

...but some watched birds

By Qur Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, FEB. 18. While lakhs of people were watching the breath-
taking acrobatics by supersonic warplanes of the Indian Navy and
Air Force at the first ever International City Parade, five gentle-
men were focussed not on the aircraft but birds.

They were not ornithologists but IAF officers and their mission
was to report bird activities. Armed with powerful binoculars and
high-frequency radios and walkie-talkies, they were relaying a
running commentary on kites, crows and pigeons.

“Charlie Oscar, this is Mike Delta. Birds five zero meters above
the rooftops of the buildings near the flyover bridge,” creaked
Junior Warrant Officer, M.A. Khan. Charlie Oscar was the tempo-
rary ground control station that the IAF had set up on the terrace
of a high-rise building.

The station, manned by four officers, was guiding the aircraft
performing a dance in the skies. Charlie Oscar was als providing
flying data to the aircraft, some of which had flown in fiom far-off
bases. The ground control would relay reports on bird acivities in
the area of operations to the airborne pilots.

According to Mr. Khan, the Air Force had to take these precau-
tions because the low-flying supersonic aircraft could nct risk a
bird-hit. “Two kites hovering at 100-m altitude off Oberoi, Charlie
Oscar,” the Warrant Officer continued.

YHE HINDU
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egation. Each of the three naval
commands of the Indian Navy
had fielded a platoon in the
march and so had the Indian
Coast Guard, Sea Cadet Corps
and the National Defence Acade-
my.

A troupe of naval band separat-
ed two marching platoons and
provided martial music.

Daredevil display

The Indian Special Marine
Forces, whom the Navy calls Mar-
cos (marine commandos), dem-
onstrated a daredevil airborne
operation.

They slithered down from three
Sea King 42-C commando- carry-
ing helicopters and landed on an
inflatable boat, moved swiftly to
different dummy targets, placed
their explosive charges and with-
drew quickly. Their helicopters
returned and recovered them in
the nick of time and flew away.
And behind them, the targets
blew up.

To minimise the time in recov-
ery by the copters, the Marcos
tied themselves to a thin line and
remained suspended under the
withdrawing helicopters.

Various types of aircraft in the
inventory of the Naval Air Arm,
the Indian Air Force and Coast
Guard had the onlookers’ rivetted
to the skies. These included carri-
er-borne short take-off and verti-
cal landing Sea Harriers, deep-
penetrating strike aircraft, Jag-
uars, which have special anti-
shipping abilities, and aerobatics
by Su-30. But it was the Su i-
rans which stole the s
their manoeuvres.

ust fight global terrorism: PM g



Tremors elbow
out truce session

\
FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 18: A day after
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee announced that a de-
cision to extend the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir would
be taken today, the governm-
ent deferred a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Securi-
ty (CCS) which was scheduled
to review the peace initiative
begun in November last year.

The official reason for the
sudden postponement was the
“undue long time” being taken
by an all-party meeting on disas-
ter management.

The CCS meeting was to be
chaired by Vajpayee and attend-
ed by home minister L.K. Adva-
ni, defence minister George Fer-
nandes, foreign minister Jasw-
ant Singh, finance minister Ya-
shwant Sinha and national secu-
rity adviser Brajesh Mishra,

The decision came on a day
when the political temperature in
Jammu and Kashmir rose as
JKLF chief Yasin Malik and
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
leaders Abdul Gani Bhat and
Syed Ali Shah Geelani were
detained and the army admitted
to “controlled firing in air”
at Hygam. (See Page 6)

Apart from \iiscussing the
ceasefire and the public unrest in
the state over the killing of six
persons by security forces last
week, the CCS was to have taken
up the issue of providing travel
documents to Hurriyat leaders for
their proposed visit to Pakistan to
hold talks with militant groups.

The “preventive detention” of
the leaders in Srinagar may have
played a part in the government’s
surprise move, Government sou-
rces said both Malik and Bhat
would remain under detention till
the unrest in Srinagar ended.

Pakistani Kashmiris said over
60 politicians and intellectuals
from the Pakistani side were invi-
ted to a March 17-18 meet in Jam-
mu being organised by former
Kashmir chief minister Ghulam
Mohammad Shah, adds Reuters.

The official reason to postpone
the CCS to a later, as yet unan-
nounced, date appears too sim-
plistic. The Prime Minister had
hinted that the government was
having second thoughts on ex-
tending the ceasefire a third time.

It is believed that both Fernan-
des and Advani conveyed their
displeasure over the “ground situ-
ation”, which is being interpreted
as going against the spirit of the
ceasefire. The rationale is that
Pakistan-backed militants have

not eschewed violence and the
killing of innocents continues.

The government is also taking
seriously Hizb-ul Mujahideen chi-
ef Syed Salahuddin’s threat that
terrorists would target families of
security personnel in Kashmir.

Despite having reservations
about the ceasefire, the home min-
istry had “gone along” in January
with the larger view in govern-
ment that the truce be extended.
Those reservations hardened
with reports of militants having
consolidated themselves.

Besides, intelligence inputs si-
nce Vajpayee declared the Ramz-
an ceasefire indicate that terrori-
st outfits, which have rejected the
peace initiative, will continue to
target security forces and civilia-
ns alike. Home ministry officials
said if “the situation is allowed to
drift, it will be difficult for securi-
ty forces to regain control”.

Initially, the army was upbeat
about the ceasefire. But, of late,
the army brass have maintained a
“studied silence”. Army sources
said the number of security per-
sonnel killed since the ceasefire
came into force has gone up sub-
stantially “The LoC has been
quiet. But the ceasefire has given
the militants time to regroup.
They might strike in a big way in
the summer,” an officer said. /
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CABINET COMMITTEE TO MEET AGAIN IN A |

Decision on

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 18. The Vajpayee
Government has deferred by a
few days a decision on the exten-
sion — for the third time — of the
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir.
The Cabinet Committee on Secu-
rity (CCS) was to meet this eve-
ning in this regard.

However, the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, landed in the
capital only at 4 in the afternoon,
and he had invited the leaders of
political parties for a consultation

at 6.30 p.m. This all-partylcés\ls 1-
tation on the Gujarat earthquake
was to end at 8 p.m., and the CCS
was to meet soon after. But the
Disaster Management Committee
meeting spilled uncontrollably
beyond the stipulated time, and it
was decided to reschedule the
CCS meeting in the next few days.

The current ceasefire was to
have expired on February 26, but
it was felt that a decision could be
taken eight days ahead as Parlia-
ment begins its budget session to-

———

ceasefire |

0 AN
morrow and gva?)it would not be
prudent to allow the exigencies of
parliamentary give-and-take to
influence the integrity of its deci-
sion-making process.

The CCS is chaired by the Prime
Minister, and is attended, among
others, by the Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, the
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, the Finance minister,
Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister

« Tes (TY
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‘OCEANS NO LONGER DIVIDE THE WORLD’

ecurity of seas vital for
speace, says President

By Arunkumar Bhatt H 9

MUMBAL, FEB. 17. The security of
the seas was necessary for the in-
dependence and prosperity and
security of nations as well as for
world peace, the President, Mr. K.
R. Narayanan, declared here this
morning as the eighth Interna-
tional Fleet Review got off to a
spectacular start.

Reviewing the maritime show,
involving 29 countries, he said, ‘it
would appear that our call for
building bridges of friendship has
launched a thousand ships in this
historic harbour of Mumbai.”

The IFR, being held for the first
time in the sub- continent, is to
mark the Golden Jubilee of the In-
dian Republic and the Navy.

About 70 ships — magnificent
destroyers and frigates, snazzy
submarines and crafty corvettes,
business-like missile boats —
presided over by the Indian Na-
vy’s flagship, INS Viraat, formed
seven review lines in the harbour,
as the Supreme Commander of
India’s armed forces sailed by in
the presidential yacht 'INS Suka-
nya’.

Officers and crew, their chests
ablaze with medals and insignia,
stood to attention on the gaily
decorated ships and doffed their
caps to the President. Several
warships’ companies stood up-
right. as per their naval customs
and their commanding officers
saluted the inspecting dignitary.

Underscoring the theme of the
show, Mr. Narayanan said the
oceans no longer divided the

world. “Admirgl Mahan’s concept
of the inﬂyx‘ﬁ%le sea is today a

The President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, greeting a ship’s cheermg company durmg the International
Fleet Rewew in Mumbai on Saturday. Also seen (from the left) are the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, the Maharashtra Governor, Dr. P.C. Alexander, the Prime Minister,

Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, the Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sushil Kumar, and the
Western Naval Command’s chief, Vice-Admiral Madhavendra Singh.

political, economic and strategic
reality,” he told the gathering.

The TFR was a demonstration
by the participating countries to
build bridges of friendship and
symbolic of their desire to main-
tain peace and tranquility on the
seas. ‘“The seas and oceans are a
rich resource of wealth and also
crucial in preserving the environ-
mental and ecological balance of

bt %
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the world,” Mr. Narayanan said.

The President, who was accom-
panied by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and several
of his Cabinet colleagues, was es-
corted aboard INS Sukanya by the
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Sushil Kumar.

At one stage, a mobile column
of ten missile boats of the 22nd
and 23rd squadrons of the Navy,

nicknamed  Karachi Killers,
steamed past the presidential co-
lumn of three offshore patrol ves-

. sels and a minesweeper. Several

contingents of the Navy's anti-
submarine and commando heli-
copters — Sea Kings and Kamovs,
surface attack carrier-borne i‘?/
Harriers, long-range surveillamte
TU-42 aircraft and the Dorniers of
the Coast Guard staged a fly-past.

A diplomatic event: Page )/



Security of seas vital for world

Y

peace, says Narayanan

Standing on board ‘INS Sukanya’, President K.R. Narayanan waves to naval per
International Fleet Review in Mumbai harbour on Saturday. Others standing be :
Vajpayee, governor P.C. Alexander, defence minister George Fernandes and chief of naval staff Admiral Sushil Kumar (right)

e - i g B
sonnel saluting from passing ships during the
side him include Prime Minister Atal Behari

Hoshi Jal

The Times of India News Service

MUMBALI President K.R. Narayanan
on Saturday declared that indepen-
dence and the prosperity of nations and
peace and tranquillity in the world de-
pended on the security of the seas.

Addressing naval officials and other
guests from the presidential yacht INS
Sukanya at the end of the international
fleet review here, he said the naval exer-
cise was a magnificent demonstration by
the navies of the world and it would build
bridges of friendship among nations.

Remarking that the Indian navy had a
creditable record of participating in UN

® 9.30 a.m. to 12,30 p.m.: Parade by contingents of
navies of different nations and an air show
involving 70 aircraft of the IAF and the Indian navy

® Release of commemorative stamp by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

@ The stretch of pavement between Hotel Marine
Plaza and Chewpatty will be open to the public.
The area between the hotel and Nariman Point will
be reserved for invitees

® Marine Drive will be closed for traffic between 8
a.m. and 1.30 p.m.

@ The cultural event sfated to be held at Chowpatty
has been cancelled in view of the quake in Gujarat

peace missions and combating piracy on
the seas, the President stated that oceans
no longer divided the world, but united
it. Describing the ships that participated
in the fleet review as “ambassadors that
bring sentiments of goodwill and friend-
ship”, Mr Narayanan expressed his grati-
tude to the navies that had brought along
relief material for the guake victims of
Gujarat.

According to him, the ships which had
taken part in the fleet eXercise were not
only a “bridge of ftiepflship” among na-
tions, but also a “p#Mmanitarian bridge”

for all peopl W by natural

calamities.

N

By Lalita Ramdas

MUMBAIL As 1 write, droning aircraft fill
the otherwise quiet skies over the little cor-
ner of the Konkan where we live. They are
rehearsing for the fly-past which will mark
the grand finale of the International Fleet
Review, a landmark event for the Indian
Navy as it completes 50 years in the post-In-
dependence era.

This event has been planned around the
theme of ‘Bridges of Friendship’-—a worthy
idea given the times in which we live, and
appropriate too. After all, the seas have
served as pathways to better communica-
tion across the centuries. Sailors the world
over have traditionally believed in reaching
out and understanding one other, united as
they are by the sea which sustains and pro-
vides livelthood, but can also destroy in an
instant.

Sadly, however, this massive exercise will
remain a promise only half-kept. It is inter-
esting that our media, which has waxed elo-

A bridge too far

home of the late Admiral Bhaskar Som:
distinguished former chief of our navy,
Manak Thai, who also died recently, that
Husnain stayed until she could join her t
band in Karachi during that terrible tim:
1947.

And yet, tragically, we have been unable
live by this faith and trust. When the Pri;
Minister could take the courageous initiat;
of declaring a unilateral ceasefire, and the
are today renewed hopes for dialogue, susc
we could have seized the opportunity
build bridges without exception.

Instead, petty fears and narrow perce)
tions prevailed and Pakistan was not invi
ed to participate in this much publicise
and vaunted international event. This we
certainly not for want of good intention;
Within the navy, or so we were told, ther
were no misgivings and the Chief and hi
team were happy to extend an invitation tc
the Pakistan navy.

Three or four interventions by formes

quent about the sev
eral ships and many

PERSON

naval personnel were
also made with the

navy chiefs who have  QUR BROTHER., OUR ‘ENEMY’ (0P leadership of the
come from far and ! country, suggesting
near, has chosen to Petty fears and narrow that this was a golden
stay silent about the . . opportunity for India
absence of a ship perceptions prevailed and to display its commit-
from the country Pakistan was not invited to ment to building
closest to Mumbai bridges with Pak-

along the same coast.
I am talking about
Pakistan- -our broth-
er, our neighbour, our
‘enemy’.

Like our countries,
our navies too were

participate in this much
publicised and vaunted
international event. This was
certainly not for want of good
intentions

istan. But prejudice,
suspicion and cau-
tion—be it bureau-
cratic or political in
origin—won the day.
So, once again, we
managed to sow dir

once the same. Offi-

cers and men of my father’s generation—
the late Admiral Ramdas Katari was the
first Indian to head the navy of Indepen-
dent India—trained and served together.
So did those belonging to the generation of
my husband, Admiral Ramdas.

After Partition, when some officers
found themselves in a new country across a
new border, it was into the hands of their
brother officers of the erstwhile Royal Indi-
an Navy that they temporarily entrusted
their families. Admiral Husnain (retd) of
the Pakistan navy, his voice choked with
emotion. related his story to us in Karachi
last May during a tea party. It was at the

cord when we cou
have created accord.

My husband and [ are strong advocate
of interaction between the ordinary peopl
of India and Pakistan. We are leaving nex
week for Lahore as part of a delegation ¢
retired Indian service personnel, under the
banner of the Indo-Pakistan Soldiers’ Ini.
tiative for Peace. But the decision to leave
Pakistan out of the fleet review once again
highlights our inability to intervene with the
necessary strength.

For citizens who are looking for signs o
peace and security, the International Flee
Review will always be remembered and v¢
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Ceasefire hasn’t delivered
desu'ed resu lts Vg

HT Correspondents

Mumbai/Jammu/Srinagar, Feb 17

ON THE eve of a cabinet review of
the twice-extended ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir, Prime
Minister Vajpayee today admitted
the unilateral gesture had not
delivered the desired results.
Though, he said, it has made life a
little easier for people in the trou-
bled state.

"When we announced the cease-
fire, the militants should also have
responded. But despite our good
intentions, there were some inci-
dents. So, we will have to decide
about its future”, the PM said.

Surprisingly, Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah today publicly
announced his support for a third
extension to ceasefire. He had
opposed the first extension.

The CM, however, attacked
Hurriyat leaders for "abetting vio-
lence."

The CM's statement came amid

violent protests in Snnagar against
the killing of six persons in firing
by security forces on Thursday.

Over two dozen persons, includ-
ing some policemen, were injured
when demonstrators threw stones
at the police in Srinagar and
Baramulla.

Toady, yet again, mystery gun-
shots were fired on demonstrators
at Zanpa Kadal that left two per-
sons critically injured. One was hit
in the abdomen and another in the
shoulder. Both are battling for life.

The police, present there in
strength, swore- they did not open
fire. "Some unidentified persons
were involved in the firing", said a

_ police spokesman. "We are investi-

gating", he said.

But that's only the official posi-
tion. Privately, the police accused
the counter-insurgent Ikhwan,
associated with a local BSF camp,
of firing upon the people. "That's
not true," reacted a BSF
spokesman, adding that not a sin-

ayee

gle Ikhwan man was working with
the BSF in Srinagar.

The local residents had another
version. They blamed the Special
Operation Group (SOG) of the
state police.

In the last two days, this is-the
second major incident when pro-
testors were fired upon in full view
of the police and security forces.

On Hriday, a youngster was killed
and two persons were injured in
Srinagar's Maisumma locality
under similar circumstances.
"We're investigating the shooting,"
has been the stock reply of the gov-
ernment. '

The indiscriminate firing on a
mob at Haigam, which left six per-
sons dead and 24 injured, is also
mired into controversy. The Army
had initially denied its involvement
in the incident and blamed the
police.

The police, on its part, held the

Army responsible for killing the
civilians.
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By Arunkumar Bhatt O %

MUMBAI, FEB. 17. Today's Interna-
tional Fleet Review (IFR) was not
as grand as what was inspected by
Queen Elizabeth in 1977, orga-
nised to celebrate the Silver Jubi-
lee of her coronation, and
seafarers fear that future reviews
would be less spectacular.

The gala show, so popular
among sailors and sovereigns
alike, is under the attack of fast
growing technology. ‘“Major re-
views will disappear as smaller
ships manned by fewer crew ap-
pear. A modern ship today carries
the same punch which required
10 to 15 warships to fit in,” says
Captain David Cooke, command-
ing officer of HMS Cumberland
that represents the Royal Navy at
the IFR.

These ships not only have tre-
mendous firepower and ability to
respond instantly to any threat
and even multiple threats, they
require fewer sailors to man
them. RSS Endurance, the top-
notch warship of the Singapore
Navy, is an interesting example.

This landing ships is so well au-
tomated that despite her size of
6000 tonnes, only two persons —
in her bridge designed like an air-
craft cockpit — can control the
ship and if needed even one offi-
cer is enough, according to the
commanding officer, Lt. Col
Sukhvinder Singh Chopra. There
are 65 crew members.

The French navy's anti-subma-
rine frigate, Dupleix, which can
carry two helicopters, is a power-
ful military tool, capable of acting
alone using her awesome weap-
ons and sensor mix. She is one of
the few warships to have optical
anti-air self defence system and
Sadral anti-missile systems. But
what makes them surgical is the
ship’s ability to identify a friend or
foe. While the ships have become
smaller and more powerful, their

utility as peacetime diplomats in
sharp contrast to the Cold War’s
gunboat diplomacy, has gone up.
Most of the 19 navies have sent
the best warships and have had
high-level interactions with the
top brass of the Indian Navy and
also its different specialists.

Capt. Cooke said that the IFR
was a unique opportunity “for
meeting people”’. Many of these
navies were looking forward to
hold bilateral or multilateral exer-
cises in the Indian waters, imme-
diately or little later.

The warships from Japan, Sin-
gapore and South Africa also
brought tonnes of relief materials
for the quake victims of Gujarat.
The President, Mr. K.R. Naraya-
nan, described the gesture as “a
humanitarian bridge,” taking a
cue from the IFR theme: Bridges
of Friendship.

re a diplomatic event ~

The Japan Maritime Self-De-
fense Force, as it is formally
known, has issued a special bro-
chure on the occasion. ‘“We sin-
cerely hope that you will be our
true friend forever by getting over
the ocean together,” says Capt.
Kenji Matsubara, commander of
its Fifth Escort Division.

The South African Navy de-
scribes the voyage of its SAS Dra-
kensberg to Mumbai as Operation
Abridge, again to respond to the
IFR theme. The mission objective,
according to her statement, is to
promote new and existing mari-
time times, to strengthen bonds
of friendship with navies of the
countries visited and to gain ex-
perience of operating with other
navies.

A French officer said that Du-
pleix was selected to participate
in the IFR along with the nuclear

HE HINDU
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Indian naval officers on board the Indian aircraft carrier, Viraat, cheer during the first International
Fleet Review, off Mumbai’s coast on Saturday. — AP

attack submarine Pearl, because
the frigate is named after Joseph-
Francis Dupleix, French Governor
of Pondicherry in 1730- 42. The
crest of this ship has two ele-
phants to show Dupleix’ India
connections.

The Singapore Navy has pre-

ferred not only its leading ship
but also the commanding officer
of Indian origin.
The RSS Endurance has an Indian
officer onboard teaching naviga-
tion. The warship of Mauritious,
Vigilant, is commanded by an In-
dian naval officer, Commander
M. S. Pawar, who is on this teach-
ing assignment.

Different navies have tried to
highlight their India connections
in their own ways just to be diplo-
mat par excellence during the [FR
which does not look like a military
event.




“Fleet review a

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, Feb. 17. — It w;s
ceremonial event unpreceden-
ted in scale and grandeur,
hindered in part by a thick fog
sitting on Mumbai harbour.

The President, Mr KR Nar-
ayanan, sailed past four rows
of 70 Indian and foreign war-
i ships in the First Internation-
al Fleet Review held by the
Indian navy off Mumbai har-
bour today.

In what is dubbed as the
biggest naval show in Asia, 45
Indian and 25 foreign ships
from 19 countries were anch-
ored up off the Gateway of In-
dia to greet the President, the
supreme commander of the
armed forces. In all, 29 navies
of the world participated in
the first fleet review after
1989 in the golden anniversa-
ry of the Indian Navy, with 10
sending in delegations.

The two-hour review was
followed by a fly past of 58
aircraft including 23 helicop-
ters. The pomp of the pagean-
try was matched by the maj-
esty and variety of ships on
display. Six Indian submar-
ines, the aircraft carrier, INS
Viraat and the three Delhi
class destroyers — Delhi, My-
sore and Mumbai — were the
main highlights of the Indian
contingent. INS Mumbai was
commissioned on 22 January
this year along with a cor-
vette, INS Kirch.

During the last leg of the re-
view, 10 missile boats and pa-
_trol vessels formed a mobile
; column that saluted the Presi-
i dent in the reverse direction
as his fleet of four missile
| boats and patrol vessels sailed
| past. In all, 84 ships took part
"in the review, dressed overall

ha

; wrd
Mr KR Narayanan

Contending

with ceremonial flags.

On his arrival at the Gate-
way of India at 9.30 am, Mr
Narayanan inspected a guard
of honour, followed by a 21
gun salute.

He was accompanied by the
Prime Minister, the defence
minister, the three Services
chiefs and naval chiefs of vis-
iting countries.

As he sailed past each ship,
he was hailed by doffing of
caps and three “jais” as a
mark of respect by sailors
lined up in white on the deck.

The Polish stood out be-
cause of their black uniforms.
On INS Godavari, an assem-
bly of civilians behind the offi-
cers’ line-up, greeted the
President by waving tiny
flags of the tricolour.

The Indian fleet on display
included six Indian submar-

ines, Sindhukirti, Sindhur-
akshak, Shishumar, Shalki
and the Klub missile-firing
Sindhushastra and six de-
stroyers.

Among the foreign ships,
France alone sent its nuclear
submarine, Perle, along with
a frigate, Dupleix. Other hea-
vy duty ships that sailed in
include USS Cowpens, a US
cruiser, frigates from Bangla-
desh, Malaysia, UK, Thai-
land, Russia, and Morocco.

The naval fly past included
an impressive array of low-
flying helicopters — four anti-
submarine Kamouvs, nine Che-
taks, three anti-submarine
version Sea Kings and three
commando version Sea Kings.

This was followed by an air
show of fixed-wing fighter, air-
craft in formation that inclu-
ded eight Kirans, 12 Dorniers,

grand show
8o s oo s I

MUMBAI, Feb. 17. - In his
speech on board INS Sukanya,
the Presidential yacht, Mr KR
Narayanan thanked the navies of
the US, Singapore, South Africa
and Japan for bringing in relief
material for survivors of the Gu-
jarat earthquake.
that the oceans no longer divide
the world but unite it, Mr Nar-
ayanan observed that India’s
trade and .commerce and “its very
existence as an independent na-
tion depends on the control and
gafety of the seas around it.”

He applauded the Indian Navy’s
record in UN peace missions and
combating piracy, and highligh-
ted the need to nurture the fragile marine eco-systems, and
peace in the world. The IFR, he said, “is a magnificent dem-
onstration by the navies of the world to build bridges of
friendship among nations.” — SNS

long range maritime recon-
naissance aircraft like three
1L-38s and 12 TU-142 M, and
Islanders (short range mari-
time reconnaissance aircraft).

Nine Sea Harrier aircraft
brought up the rear by firing
colourful flares in formation
at the end of the ‘roar’ show.
Thick fog marred a clear view
of the alignment of the ships
and the fly past for the hordes
lined up along the promenade
of the Gateway of India.

The day ended with the tra-
ditional Beating the Retreat
ceremony in the afternoon
and colourful fireworks dis-
play for which the President
was the chief guest .

"Tomorrow, Mr Atal behari
Vajpayee will watch the inter-
national city parade and aer-
ial acrobatics scheduled off
Marine Drive, a seafront in
south Mumbai which may be
converted into an ad hoc view-
ing gallery by an estimated
crowd of one million viewers.

Tight security

People have been barred
from the waters off Mumbai
since last night. Marine com-
mandos scanned the seas in
speedboats, guarding the
President’s yacht, INS Suka-
nya. Mr Vajpayee, Mr George
Fernandes, and the three
Services chiefs were on board.

Navy and Coast Guard bo-
ats kept vigil along the mari-
time boundaries.

Security for the Prime Min-
ister’s press conference in the
evening, too, was very tight.

The press corps, which was
asked to report an hour in ad-
vance, was frisked at every

point, and electronic equip~
ment was scanned.
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/ v véettmg the LCA airborne

By C. V. Gopalakrishnan

HE SUCCESSFUL maiden flight

of the Light Combat Aircraft

(LCA) should end the gloom

which might have been felt over
the very slow pace of progress of the su-
personic fighter aircraft. However, the
plane which became airborne is still a
technology demonstrator and nothing
has yet been said about its being inducted
into the Indian Air Force before a decade
from now as had been indicated earlier.
The production of all the assemblies, sub-
assemblies and components required for
an LCA squadron should take that long.

An optimistic assessment of the inordi-
nate delay in designing and developing
the LCA is that as a jet fighter of the future
its progress could not be hastened. The
big reduction in the estirnated cost of the
aircraft which is very much low at $ 15
millions as against the $ 195 millions of
the U.S. F-22 while that of the other fight-
ers like EFA, Rafale, Mirage, Tornado and
Jas-29 range from $ 25 millions to $ 70
millions could support the claims about
the gain from the advances in technology
going into the LCA. The weight of the LCA
also would be far less than other fighter
aircraft — not more than 10,000 kg for the
first prototype and it is expected to come
down to 7,000 kg for the subsequent pro-
totypes.

Therefore, if and when such a promis-
ing LCA comes into being, it should in-
terest prospective buyers apart from its
becoming the flagship of the Indian Air
Force. It was not clear what the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, had in
mind when he said that the cost would be
higher if the LCA was going to be “pro-
duced for our own use. Taking along oth-
er countries, the price will come down”.
The anticipated involvement of the other
countries could either be the seeking of
their participation in production — for
which there has already been an offer
from Russia — or just the negotiation of
sales of the plane to them. He had also
said that the “thrust” would be South
East Asia and South Africa. If Mr. Fer-
nandes is just thinking of markets for the
LCA, a successful outcome for such an
effort would very much depend upon the

aerial defence outlook of the countries he
is considering; the plus point here being
the much lower weight of the LCA, the
price of which will also have to be kept
low.

Such expectations will materialise only
if the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL),
which will be making the LCA, lives up to
them. The HAL has had enough experi-
ence for avoiding the kind of pitfalls
which led to its earlier HF-24 project fail-
ing to get off the ground. Among the
questions thrown up is whether India’s
technological competence is now higher
than it was when it had taken up the
HF-24 project for going ahead with the
ambitious LCA design and development

ten years before the plane gets airborne
should enable the design bureau of the
HAL to achieve a perfection with its de-
sign and development if time alone were
the major requirement. Achieving the
best results would, however, hinge upon
closing down the technology inputs and
proceeding with the building of the plane
within a timeframe during which further
advances in technology would not take
place to make the aircraft outmoded. A
major requirement here is adequate
funding for R&D for successful indigeni-
sation of the LCA engine. A reason why
the HF-24 project failed was due to the
funding being a measly Rs.5 crore. 1f, ac-
cording to reports, the LCA would cost Rs.

A major requirement is adequate funding for
R&D for successful indigenisation of the
Light Combat Aircraft’s engine.

programme. In a discussion of these and
other matters, Dr. S. R. Valluri, former Di-
rector, National Aeronautical Laborato-
ries (NAL) and the first Director-General
of the LCA programme, draws attention
to how at the very first step the HF-24
project stumbled because of the non-
sanctioning of funding of Rs. 5 crores for
the development of the reheat version of
the Orpheus 703 engine of Briston Sidde-
ley of UK. for achieving the design ob-
jectives of the HF-24 after the NATO
countries expressed lack of interest in its
development. The decision of the IAF to
persist with the project by accepting a
lower performing HF- 24 should have
been another wrong step. It is to be
hoped that the decision to go for the GEF
404 engine for initially powering the LCA
before its replacement by the indigenous-
ly-made Kaveri engine had been taken af-
ter an exacting assessment of the
U.S.-made engine and there will be no
repetition of the earlier mistake with the
HF-24 project.

The delay in going ahead with LCA pro-

ject since it was mooted almost 15 years
ago and the long waiting period of about

THE HINDU

3,000 crores, there is no getting away
from such a heavy funding with an esti-
mated 10 per cent of it going into R&D.
The funding may even turn out to be very
modest in view of the escalations in costs
since the HF 24 programme was taken up.
Dr. Valluri has also drawn attention to the
neglect which R&D had suffered as a
cause for the failure of the HF 24 project.

The importance which the R&D set up
in aircraft production programmes merits
arises from the proposed aircraft being
equipped with the engine which would
give the required high level performance.
Ensuring this with a substantial indige-
nous effort implies that the Kaveri engine
should not merely match the GE F 404 but
also go much further ahead. Would the
HAL R&D bureaus be able to claim —
apart from achieving — that much be-
tween now and 20107 The imperatives
which this call for would be the Kaveri
engine punching far greater power into
the LCA than the GE 404, flying higher
with a payload more than what the exist-
ing aircraft have and achieving greater
penetration and strike capabilities. The
scientists and the engineers will have to
be backed to the hilt by the R&D bureaus

for a relentless honing of the performance
of the aircraft.

The progress of the LCA programme re-
quires the IAF as the user to be fully in-
volved in it at all stages. This seems to
have been ensured by the 1AF with its
Long Term Re-Lquipment Plan, says Dr.
Valluri who believes that the LCA design
and development made it possible for In-
dia to shake itself free from dependence
on foreign-made aircraft. Foreign support
should be restricted to what can be read-
ily acquired or where foreign engineers or
technicians could be commissioned for
assistance to make what is needed more
quickly without the Indians having to
start from scratch. The LCA programmers
would seem to have shown an awareness
of this by negotiating contracts abroad for
the fly-by-wire control systems and skins
for the carbon fibre composite (CFC)
wings of the LCA. The National Aeronau-
tical Laboratorics seem to have made
considerable progress with the integra-
tion of these systems. This should give an
idea of the content of indigenisation. It
consists not in foregoing what is already
available but in stepping up the capabil-
ities wherever it is possible in the produc-
tion process. The progress made here
would inspire further advances in tech-
nology both within the country and
abroad.

Among the other major requirements is
the ensuring of a compatibility between
the LCA airframe and the engine. Though
this sounds very elementary and much
too obvious to be mentioned, the fact is
that a failure to achieve such compatibil-
ity led to the failure of the HF-24 project.
The “washing out” of 20 per cent increase
in the thrust of the Orpheus 703 reheat
engine of the HF-24 aircraft resulting
from the improper design at the aft end is
mentioned by Dr. Valluri as one of the
reasons for the failure of the HF 24 air-
craft.

However, it should not be forgotten
that the huge expenditure which the LCA
project requires can be defended only by
its being an inescapable requiremen
the country’s defence.




NAVY COMES OF AGE

(o Signals Across The Tides

T will be more than a
ceremonial splash that the
Indian Navy will be making
in Mumbai over the weekend.
The impressive foreign partici-
pation in the country’s maiden
International Fleet Review is
reflective of the nation’s increa-
sing global stature, a recogni-
tion of the Indian Navy playing
a dominant role in regional wa-
ters, and exemplifies how co-
operation and understanding
in the maritime domain can
serve as a springboard for en-
" hancing goodwill in an increa-
singly inter-depen-
dent world. The
new avatar of Gun-
boat Diplomacy.
Like all military
ceremonials, fleet
reviews are stee-
ped in tradition. In
days of yore the
monarch  would
inspect his marine
forces by sailing
past his warships,
the naval equi-
valent of an army
parade. Later an
international fla- M
vour was added
when fleet reviews
were organised to
mark major events
in a nation’s his-
tory. Indian war-
ships have partici- |
pated in some of
them: the coronation review in
the UK, the American and
Australian bicentennial cele-
brations. At home it was cus-
tomary to hold a review once
during the tenure of each Presi-
dent (the Supreme Commander
of the Defence Services), but
the last was conducted way
back in 1989.

MUTUAL INTEREST

With 26 foreign warships, and
some other countries sending
delegations to join the related
activities, the Mumbai show is
said to be one of the largest
ever (in terms of countries par-
ticipating, not the number of
ships at anchor). Another In-
dian “first” will be an inter-
national parade down Marine
Drive, sailors from the
ships/delegations will be on
view and the Prime Minister
will take the salute. An air/sea
display will also be held and it
is estimated that over a million
people will witness it from
what used to be known as the
Queen’s necklace and buildings
alongside.

Over two years of preparation
have been required. Selecting
the date was critical since the
weather had to be free of strong
wind and sea conditions, a fore-
noon ebb tide, and what have
you. And inviting, and making

. logistic arrangements, for some
of the seniormost naval officers

" in the world: the first Sea Lord,

: the commander of the US

. Pacific fleet, a five-star admiral
from Russia... The navy is con-
fident that all will be ship-
shape for the exercise it has
dubbed “Building Bridges of
Friendship.”

Yet there is depth to the frolic.
The navy interprets the inter-
national response as a recogni-
tion of the role it is equipped to
play in maintaining order and
tranquillity in regional waters.
The Indian sub-continent juts

The author is Associate Editor,
‘he Statesman.

By KEITH FLORY

out into some the most exten-
sively used sea lanes through
which much of the world’s com-
merce is conducted. The tan-
kers plying between the Gulf
and the Far East are a signifi-
cant component. If those wa-
ters were troubled, pouring oil
on them would not suffice.

It was thus no surprise that
once the cold war dissipated
and India was not seen as a
part of the erstwhile Soviet bloc
the navies of western nations

were keen to build a rela-
tionship with the navy. A
competent Indian marine force
would reduce their appre-
hensions of what a troubled In-
dian Ocean would entail, more
s0 since both the US and Royal
Navy have scaled down their
presence in this part of the

world. Even the Australians,

who had once viewed the
Indian naval build-up as a
threat, have now come on
board. Joint-exercises have
been held with all major
navies. And despite the fears of
diehard isolationists, it has
been two-way traffic. Exposure
to others’ ways of functioning
would facilitate inter-opera-
bility should that eventuality
arise.

&
GLASS SLIPPERS

Fleet reviews and goodwill
visits are an inoffensive way of
projecting capability, flexing
muscle if you will. An Indian
flotilla visiting New York and
other US ports was more than
hoop-la, it demonstrated a
capacity to operate and sustain
warships a long distance from
home. So also a trip to the Gulf
states. They did make a state-
ment. So will the festivity in
Mumbai. Particularly the stri-
des made in warship design
and construction in the last 25
years. The guided-missile des-
troyers of the Delhi class are
universally acknowledged as
being highly potent surface
combatants, they and a variety
of others will be there for the
foreign warships to savour, and
understand the punch that can
be delivered.

It is not ironic that the force
which the Defence Minister
recently observed had been
given “Cinderella treatment”
has outstripped its sister ser-
vices in terms of indigenisa-
tion. The navy’s total involve-
ment in the domestic design
and construction effort was
perhaps necessitated by it
consistently receiving the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

\7\ V
wooden spoon in ‘terms of
budgetary allocations. Since it
had no fairy godmother it did
things for itself. Hence the
glass slippers with which it will
waltz in Mumbai have a special
glitter, they were self-crafted.
Not that it has been opera-
tionally idle in recent years.
The 1971 war proved its battle-
worthiness. The strike by mis-
sile boats on Karachi harbour
was shock treatment, the bloc-
kade of ports and the lanes to
them in what was then East
Pakistan played no small role
s 1D CUtting the ad-
e versary down to
size. More recently,
when war was be-
ing waged along
the Kargil heights
the navy adopted
an aggressive,
though stand-off,
posture on the wes-
tern seaboard
which did contri-
bute to the contain-
ment of the con-
flict.

In the inter-
national arena too
it has performed
with finesse. The
Maldives will recall
with comfort how
two Indian war-
ships were diverted
to successfully in-
tercept and appre-
hend the perpetrators of a
failed coup attempt who sought

to escape on the Progress Light '
taking one of their ministers ;

and members of his family as |

hostages. Though not entirely '

foolproof, the cordon sanitaire .

in the Palk Straits has cons- i
tricted the LTTE’s supply lines.

USEFUL ROLE

There is another, non-hostile '

though critical, angle to the
navy’s operations. The Japa-
nese were delighted a couple of
years ago when one of its
merchantmen that had been
taken over by pirates was
brought to book after being
shadowed and intercepted by
units of the Indian navy and
coast guard. More recently,
when an officer took seriously
ill aboard the USS Hewitt the
Americans sought the navy’s
help in evacuating the man to a
Mumbai hospital. In times of
domestic troubles the navy has
sailed strong, it revived Para-
deep port after the super-
cyclone, and within six hours of
the Republic Day earthquake
its vessels had entered ports in
Gujarat.

India projects itself as a
stabilising entity in the region,
and the navy translates that
into reality in an international
medium — the seas. That is
what the International Fleet
Review is all about, delve below
the ceremonial festivity and
the message is that the Indian
Navy has now established its
“turf’. Yet having projected
that image with some success,
the navy has also acguired
distinct responsibilities. The
role of a regional player is not
restricted to acquiring stren-
gth, it will have to use that to
further national and global
interests.

Having come thus far the
navy cannot afford to back-o
when the seas get rough. Wj
get the political backing
a broadside should th4
necessary?




“Fleet meet draws
Narayanan,
Vajpayee to

Mumbai to er
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MUMBALI, Feb. 16. — For the first time in thi c1ty, the President
and ane Minister have come on a visit simultaneously. Both are
scheduled to undertake the International Fleet Review tomorrow.

While Mr KR Narayanan, flew down this afternoon and is staying
at the Raj Bhavan, Mr AB Vajpayee, is expected tonight and will
stay at Sahyadri Guest House at Malabar Hill, used for VIPs.

The VVIPs' visits have put pressure on the local police adminis-
tration which is leaving no stone unturned to ensure an event-free

- stay for them. Mr Narayanan will leave on 18 February morning,
while Mr Vajpayee will depart for Delhi the same afternoon.

Mr Vajpayee 1s the special guest for the international city parade

. on 18 February while Mr Narayanan will review the naval pag-
eantry of 25 foreign ships and 40 Indian ships lined up off Mum-
bai harbour tomorrow in a special entourage that will include four
warships including the presidential yacht, INS Suvarna.

The President will also be the chief guest for the Beating the Re-
treat function to be held tomorrow. The fleet review will wind up
with a fireworks display and illumination of all ships.

Mr Narayanan was received at the airport in the afternoon by
Governor, Dr PC Alexander, the chief minister, Mr Vilasrao
Deshmukh, and senior Army officers. All three defence chiefs -
General S Padmanabhan, Admiral Sushil Kumar and Air Chief
Marshal AY Tipnis will be present for the review. Police said un-
precedented arrangements had been made for the IFR and the
visits of dignitaries.

The 86 ships participating in the review are anchored off Gate-
way of India while the parade on 18 February will be viewed
from Marine Drive by an expected crowd of one million.

A seminar on maritime matters was held today at Hotel Taj Pres-
ident.Mr George Fernandes, who was to inaugurate it, was held
up in Delhi because of a Cabinet meeting.Mr Jaswant Singh, who
was to conclude the seminar in the evening, too was absent.

. China absent: China is the most striking absentee at the Interna-
tional Fleet Review being held in India for the first time after 1989.
China had given a verbal assurance to India in September last

. year. But it changed its mind and decided to send a delegation in-
stead. It backed out of this decision as well and is now expected to

: make only a port call next year to enhance mutual understanding

- MUMBAL Feb. 16. — France has offered India its expertise and
help in bulldmg a highly advanced Scorpin-class submarine
which is under construction.

. Rear Admiral Herve Jiraud, commander of the French forces
~in the Indian Ocean, said this submarine is superior o the
", Agosta-class submarine which have been'sold by France to
. Pakistan.

¢ Scorpin is the next generatlon submarine which is yet to be
| commissioned in France,.

' France was willing to share its know-how and experience with

Indla on building the submarine in the Indian shipyard. — SNS
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The Times of India News Service
MUMBALI: The playing of military
bands at Ma-
rine Drive
kicked off the
much-awaited
five-day inter-
national fleet
review during
the early hours
of Thursday. A few hours later, the
area echoed to the awesome roar
of fighters of the Indian Air Foice
(IAF) and the Indian Navy.

ternational city parpde and the air

”~
ose ovkr Marine

of the Indian
Army and Indian Navy marched
along the seafyont to Chowpatty
playing famous songs like Sare Ja-
han Se Achchd and Jai Bharati.
The parade began at Nariman
Point at 6 a.m. and concluded an
hour later.

Apart from the Indian Navy and
the Indian Army, there were con-
tingents from the Sea Cadet
Corps, the National Defence
Academy (NDA) from Khadak-
vasala and the National Cadets
Corps. ’

The foreign countries represent-
ed at the parade included Aus-
tralia, France, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mo-
rocco, Oman, Russia, Sri
Lanka, the UK., the U.S. and
Bangladesh.

The colourful parade attracted
the attention of the early morning
walkers on Marine Drive, many of
them deciding to sacrifice their
physical exercise to enjoy the
march past.

The balconies of several build-
ings were filled with people
watching the early morning show.
While the turnout of the group
from the NDA was the best, many
bystanders felt that the Russian
ceam could have performed bet-
ter.

Interestingly, the sounds of the
Jrums and bugles did not bother
the pavement dwellers outside the
National Centre for Performing
Arts who slept undisturbed! And
further away naval officials were
kept busy chasing away the stray
dogs who were running through
the marching contingents.

After the sounds of military
band ended, it was taken over by
the thunder of jets two-and-a-half-
hours later which unveiled the
might and capability of India’s air
power.

Sea Harriers, Jaguars, Mig-29s
and Sukhois of the IAF streaked
past the seafront to the loud ap-
plause of the huge gathering. The
Sea Harriers and the Sukhois per-
formed a series of aerobatics and
the pilot of one of the Sukhois re-
duced the speed of the fighter
from 850 kilometres to 250 kms in
a few seconds and accelerated
again.

Earlier, there was a demonstra-
tion by helicopters which has over
the years become a common fea-
ture at most air displays. Equally
thrilling was the aerobatic show by
the IAF’s Suryakiran team. There
was a flypast by Dorniers, I1-38s
and Tupolov-142s,

A model of the naval variant
of the Light Combat Aircraft
proved to be a crowd puller be-
cause the prototype of the Indian
fighter has been flying for the last
few weeks and Mitting the head-
i also a float repre-

pd
Fleet review

There was a rehearsal of the in\
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SRINAGAR, Feb. 15. - Security
forces fired on people demon-
strating against a custody death

at Haigam in Baramulla today, |

killing four and wounding 26.
The demonstrators were pro-
testing against death of Jaleel

Ahmed.Shah, a medical shop
0 . Police claim Shah was a
itant.

One person died on the spot.
Three others, including a wom-
an and and her daughter, died
of their injuries in hospital, of-

flcials said. Amon the injured [l

were Shah’s sister and three
other women. Seven people
with serious head injuries were
shifted to a hospital.

Members of Shah’s family and
people from Haigam and ad-
joining Bulgam, Tarzoo ard
Paniipora took to the streets
with the shop-keeper’s bullet
riddled body as soon as it was
handed over to them this morn-
ing. They demanded action
against Army and the Special
Operation Group who had ar-
rested him a few days ago.
Judicial probe: The J&K gov-
ernment has ordered a judicial
probe into the firing.

The Baramulla SP said: “An
FIR has been lodged with Sop-
ore police station against the
Army for firing on peaceful
demonstrators at Haigam.” A
magisterial inquiry too has
been ordered.

Army reaction: The Army to-
~day said the police started fir-
ing at-the demonstrators on
Sopore-Kupwara road after “so-

s S S ——

A woman weeps after her niece was kifled in police firing at Haigam,

mebody” from the crowd fired
at the police.

“Police opened fire when some-
one from the crowd fired at the
police” an Army statement said
PM seeks details: Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee today spoke to

THE CTATZSNAR
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Kashmir, on Thursday. — APIPT! {Another photograph on page 8)

Abdullah on phone and sought

e e — ]

i
1

1

J&K chief minister Mr Faroog } 1

(

details of the firing incident, a | 1

report from Delhi said. He ex-
pressed sympathy for the be-
reaved families of those killed

in the firing.

|
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A\ mariti ,e\éummit

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, FEB. 15. With the arriVa\{:)f
the naval chiefs of 13 countries
here, the International Fleet Re-
view hosted by the Indian Navy is
becoming a major maritime sum-
mit, apart from being a ceremo-
nial exercise.

The top naval brass of England,
France, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Indonesia,
Singapore, Thailand, Qatar, Ma-
laysia, Kenya and Vietnam are
here and more are expected to
join the five-day fete, which be-
gan today.

The naval chiefs and captains
of foreign ships participating in
the IFR, called on the Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Sushil Ku-
mar, at INS Angre, headquarters
of the Western Naval Command.
They included the First Sea Lord
and British Naval Chief, Admiral
Sir Nigel Essenhigh, Vice-Admiral
Jean Louis Battet, vice-chief of the
French Navy, and Vice-Admiral
David John Shackleton of the Aus-
tralian Navy.

Twenty five foreign ships in-
cluding the French nuclear-pow-
ered submarine, FNS Perle, are at
their designated locations in the
anchorage area along with 47 In-
dian warships — all spruced up
for the President’s inspection on
Saturday. They also staged a full
dress rehearsal of the Internation-
al City Parade, scheduled for Sun-
day morning in the presence of
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. The naval and air
force aircraft rehearsed the air
show that is to follow the parade.

‘Too long
a holiday’

+ By Our Special Correspondent
MUMBAI, FEB. 15. The Govern- -

ent’s decision to close offices,
chools and educational institu- !
tions in the city from Friday to
Monday, during the International
Fleet Review, has caused con
cern. |

The idea is to keep\a
hicles as possible off the\roads,
especially in South Mumbhi.

It is also to reduce the pre-
noon smog, which reduce} the
visibility, crucial to acrobatidand
formation flying of aircraft and
enable people see the fleet review
by the President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan.

The acute pollution and the
particulate matter it leaves be-
hind plus the atmospheric inver-
sion, have prompted the
decision.

But the implications are not ac-
ceptable as the city’s economic
health will be hit. The Indian
Merchants’ Chamber has said
such slack over several days is not
acceptable.

People have been asked to use
public transport, in an attempt to
keep private cars — close to a
million of them — off the roads.
Many areas in busy South Mum-
bai, Nariman Point included, are
to be used for parking of cars, and
to facilitate the easy movement of
naval personnel to the port,
where the Prime Minister, Mr. A.
B. Vajpayee, will take a salute.

To compound matters, Febru-
ary 19 is the official holiday to
mark Chatrapati Shivaji’s birth,
and after a day’s ‘“‘break for
work’’, comes yet another holi-
day on account of Mahashivratri
on February 21. That takes the
city into a Friday- to-Wednesday -
break as it is tempting to take a
day off on February 20 to stretch
the “‘mini-vacation”. ‘
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PHAGWARA, FEB. 15. The Defence Minister, MT.
orge Fernandes, today said the Cabinet would |[de-
cide at the appropriate time whether or nof to
extend the unilateral ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir. On the State Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah’s demand for ending the ceasefire, the
Defence Minister told UNI, “Dr. Abdullah was entit-
led to his own viewpoint’'.

On resuming talks with Pakistan, Mr. Fernandes
categorically maintained that no meaningful dia-
logue was possible as long as Islamabad continued
to support violence in Jammu and Kashmir as also
elsewhere in India.

Regarding media reports that the Pakistan Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, had expressed
¢ willingness to visit India if he received ‘‘official in-
vitation” from New Delhi, Mr. Fernandes said, ‘‘we
have not received any official information on his
desire to visit India”. He praised those involved in
relief and rehabilitation in Gujarat, particularly the
Army, for doing a commendable job.

Liberate PoK: Farooq

By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, FEB. 15. The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, today asked the Centre to
liberate Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and the
northern areas of Gilgit and Baltistan and on his part
he would abrogate Article 370 and would not even
insist on autonomy. In the same breath, he advocat-
ed a pro-active policy against militancy.

Winding up the discussion on the Governor’s Ad-
dress to the joint session of legislature, he said he
was not against ceasefire, but calm borders alone
would not work; peace should be everywhere.

Militant organisations such as Lashkar-e-Taiba
ind Jaish-e-Mohammad had not accepted the cea-

»fire and hence a pro- active policy was needed.

On autonomy, he said the National Conference

ceaseflre at

% W \/\-)‘10
was not for weak 1n heountr¥by making such a

demand. But “we want to see India emerge as a
strong democratic country”. *“The day you liberate
PoK and other areas of the State, 1 will abrogate
Article 370,” he told the BJP members and asked
them to tell this to their leaders in Delhi. Opposing
trifurcation, he said it would lead to disintegration of
country as was the case in the erstwhile USSR.

Dr. Abdullah said Jammu and Kashmir was fight-
inga ‘nation’s war”’. India had taken efforts to nego-
tiate with Pakistan and the latest initiative was part
of that, but they were not responding. The State
could neither fight nor win this “war”" without the
Centre's active support. The Centre must give Jam-
mu and Kashmir a special treatment, he said.

Expressing resentment over the manner in which
the Hurriyat Conference leaders were being '‘pro-
jected” by the Centre, he said “'I do not understand
this. They are constantly getting money and meetj
Pakistan diplomats but still they are being tr
if they are good citizens of India".

J&K to seek CBI probe into
girl’s disappearance

By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, FEB. 15 The Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment will seek a Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into the disappearance of a young girl,
Meenakshi, from Udhampur which has led to vio-
lent protests in the town for the last six days.

Normal life in the town was hit for the sixth con-
secutive day today and two Ministers rushed from
here to pacify the agitated people.

Announcing this in the assembly today, the Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, said he would re-
quest the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, to
get the matter inquired by the CBI, though the in-
vestigations and efforts to trace the girl would go on.

15 7Lh 2




‘saoerd 9say} Jo

010 POPUSTUILLIODa] PrY juswade
et J8p.10q U0 90.10] ySe} 9y,
*SHIPNO }S1I0I10])
pue sjuade IS] Aq sesiepeut pue
senbsow asayy Jo osn 3uimoas,,
ay) o} pajutod aaey sjaodag A13sT
U WO "wessy pue [edusyg
Teyrd ‘ysepelrd Jenq ‘yerend
‘ueyfiseley Jo seade Jopioq sy ul
PAWIOOJYSIIUL SABY SesIepEUW pue
sanbsowt jey) peresrsal aaey
SaTPNIS AXISTUTI SWIOY] JUS09Y
‘pres e1oLyjo
Joluss e U0J jueswt AJfenioe
aJem Spunj syj asoy) uey; Joyio
safjIAnIoR J0]  pestpuueyd
U9)j0 aIe UYOIUM ‘uoiingriiucd
usra10] se SJIe[{op JO spuesnoyl
9AT9%al  oIym  suonyestuedao
SNOT3T{ax U0 Ydrem 19338q desy o)
pesodoad useq sey SIYL,

ME[ U

AIJSTUTW SWOY 8y} YJTm
ysalje parejsi8arl aq suones
-[ues.10 snolSie. pue sjaq Japioq
8y} ur 3Sunessdo suOlIBIJOSSE
Jey} poaisadans sey ajou JouUIqR)
9} ‘Suriojiuowr J93118q Xoq

‘pajsodap a1e SUoT}

-ngLIIu0d US1810] oUj aaeym syueq

1830] 3y} IB8AOC [OJJUOCD BSIII9XS
oste [[im sejea3sidewt J0L.ISIQ

ARSTUT SWOY 9Y3} 0] SjUa

-93)s TeotpoLIad puas [[Im sajel

-SISew JOLISIP 9Y 'SJ0309[[0D

8YJ} WOoJJ ,S93ed1J13.190 UoTesI[n,,
urejqo 0} sAeY Os[e [[im A9y,

'SI0UOP 3}

JO sewIeUu pue PaAlsdal junoure

93 Jo sTIejsp juwqgns 0} daey

TIim £81], "S83e.10309]100 aY} Yiim

J9151304 0] aARY 1M Spuny u3rs.10y
3urAledaa suonjesiuesao (v

'SOON Aq papraoas a3ueyo

-X9 U31910] JO asn 9y} aje[ndad 0}

sajeaisiSew 1o11s1p\Iamoduls 0}

sasodoad aqiua)) 9y} ‘Mey mau 3y}
9S[[BIJUSIAP PUR 3SBAPROI] O,
"pres [eronjo Ansi
-UTUI 3WOY JOTUSS € |, ‘SaNIAL30R IST
-[ejusutepuny pue erpuj-npue doys
0} S1 9A13091QO 9y, "UOTJRUTUILID
-SIp ou 8¢ [[IM |18y} pue uolle]
-s1301 pasodoad o) jo maraand sy
Japun swood [[IM YD 9y} Jepun
pateysiSax suoryesiursio v,
‘suorjesiues
-I0 [ONS J0J SaUl] Se [[aMm S ‘Saesk
UBAAS 0] 9AYJ W0y Surduea Juswt
-uostaxdwr Jo juswysiund wnw
-1xew e asodoad [[1m JOV 9L6T 9Ul
aoerdaa 03 pa[npayds mejy ay ],
‘uoryeI)sidad s, uonjesiued
-10 83 [eoURD 0] UoIsIA0Id B ATUO
sey meq 3ur)sixe ayJ, seljtapoe
1SLI0419} I0J S1U0J],, Se 10. jeyl
suorMIISUl pring o) Asuour 3ut
-JI9ATP PUNOJ ST uorjesiuesao Aue
J1 sosneqo [euad J31S OU 3Je 3J3Y)
ing -e8ueyoxd udieloj Jo aam

-tpuedxe pue 1d1edal uo suanjal
Sl pue AxIsTuil SWOY 8y} YIrm
19}S13a1 0} spuny usra.loj 3UrAra0
-a1 suonesiuesio [[e 0] A10jep
-UBW ST 1T ‘VYOd 98U} Iepufy
‘UuoTje[sI39] mau ay} aaoadde
03 AT9YI] ST A31anoss [euorieu dn
J99Q 01 SaINSBIW PUIUWIHOODI 0)
8ur03 st yotym (NO0D) SI9)STUIN
Jo dnox9y pel-TuBAPY "3 7] aU3 pres
$90aN0§ "Joy pasodoad atf} Uo sj0u
18uUIgR) B SUIAPNIS 81e AXsTuru
90URUTJ 89U} JO UOISIAIP Surjueq
3} pue Axnsrurw awoy aylL,
" SOLIATIOR ISI[EjUBLU
-epunj pue [guoljeu-1jue,, juasaxd
01 suoistaoad [euad JuaduLys syel
-0dI00ut I11M 1ey} UoTIesI3a] mau
B Ula 0V (uotiemssy) uonngry
-uo)) Usraiog Sso[jo0) oy} aoeld
-31 0} sesodoad juswiulIsr0d 09
-fedfeA sy, 171 'qad ‘TYPJ MaN

/& AANVN NVANVHI NOd4

rund ooe] spunj preg”

YHME TELEGRAFH

13 fE8 201



While it works on Agni II1, India should consider developing cruise missiles and ICBMs

RIME MINISTER Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
Government has wasted no time in order-
ing the Agni II's serial production after
the missile was successfully tested in an
operational configuration for the second time.
. iven the unchecked proliferation of ballistic
missiles in India’s neighbourhood, extending from
Iran to China, and Beijing’s continuing missile aid
to Pakistan, New Delhi has no option but to give
igh priority to missile development, production
/‘;nd deployment.

Vajpayee’s historic action in declaring India a
nuclear weapons State will remain incomplete
without the requisite missile capabilities in place.
The credibility of India’s nuclear deterrent critical-
ly depends on delivery vehicles with the needed
range and payload capacity. Until the ‘missile gap’
is eliminated, delivery capability will stay as the
*missing link in the deterrent cycle.

India can confidently build warheads with yields
ranging from the very low to about 200 kilotons, as
stated by R. Chidambaram, the ‘father’ of the
nuclear weapons programme. The 1998 tests per-
fected three types of warheads: the 15-kiloton fis-
sion weapon with a size and weight suitable for mis-
sile delivery; extremely low-yield devices appropri-
ate for military and design-validation missions; and
an advanced, two-stage thermonuclear warhead at
the heart of India’s deterrent.

The thermonuclear (hydrogen) weapon was test-
ed at a controlled yicld of 45 kilotons — a more dif-
ficult thing to do than at high yield — so as not to
vent radioactivity or damage the nearby Khetolai
village. Post-shot radiochemical analysis of rock
samples, the most accurate way to measure test
results, has confirmed that the weapon worked
perfectly. India’s spectacular success in matching
design yield with achieved yield has given rise to
some ‘thermonuclear envy’ in the West, with the
doubting Toms unconsciously prodding India to
retest its hydrogen capability.

A key question is how many tests are necessary
before a warhead or delivery vehicle can enter pro-
duction. Studies have shown that the number of
tests per system over the past half-century has fall-
en inversely to the rise in computing power. The
last major US nuclear warhead was designed on a
459-megahertz ‘supercomputer’, far slower than a
he#ne PC available in an Indian store. With today’s
“$pectacular supercomputing power and physics
’ yéngineering knowledge, repeated tests of
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the same system are unnecessary unless the basic
design is flawed.

So it is not a surprise that scientific adviser VK.
Atre has announced the serial manufacture of
the Agni II after just two tests. The latest test pro-
vided a flawless demonstration of the rail-mobile,
solid-fuelled missile that can be guided right up to
its impact point.

It reflects India’s growing confidence since going
overtly nuclear that it tested the Agni II — a mis-
sile of relevance largely to China — while it was
hosting the visit of a member of Beijing’s ruling tri-
umvirate. Although Beijing has put up a brave face
in public, its diplomats are still incensed over

tainted administration, has outraged many with his
parting presidential gifts, including the pardon of
fugitive broker Marc Rich. One Clinton pardon
— forgiving Beijing for all its past missile exports
— is sure to cause headache to India. With its
disdain for norms, China insists on being the inter-
national Marc Rich.

But unlike Rich, China is still involved in illicit
trade. A reminder of that came last week when
CIA chief George Tenet told a Senate panel that
“Chinese help has enabled Pakistan to move rapid-
ly towards serial production of solid-propeltant
missiles”. He went on to say that “we cannot be
sure” that China has ended its nuclear aid to

= Pakistan or that it will

India’s action in set- ;
ting Agni (fire) on Li
Peng’s tail 130 min-
utes before he depart-
ed for home from
Hyderabad.

Li must regret his
latest visit to India for
he had to endure a

double retaliatory
snub. In 1979, when
Vajpayee  was in

Beijing as foreign min-
ister, China invaded
Vietnam, forcing him
to cut short his visit.
Then in 1992, the
Chinese carried out their most powerful ever
nuclear test during President R. Venkataraman'’s
State visit. Vajpayee took his sweet revenge by vis-
iting Vietnam as Li arrived in India and testing the
Agni I while the visitor was still on Indian soil.

In the missile field, India faces several challenges:
M China’s burgeoning missile arsenal. China’s fast-
expanding capability to deliver weapons of mass
destruction is driving its military modernisation. In
the largest expansion of missile capabilities by any
country, Beijing has added to its arsenal hundreds
of new medium-range missiles of value only against
its immediate neighbours, Many of the new mis-
siles are targeted against Taiwan, but some also
have been deployed in Tibet against India.
® China’s continuing missile assistance to. Pakistan.
Bill Clinton, in a seemingly fitting finale to his

And now for the next step

) pa
desist from helping
Islamabad develop the
Shaheen 11.
M The advent of mis-
sile defences. Missile
defences should be
seen not as the cause
but the consequence
of the international
crisis in arms control.
Under President
Bush, the US will seek
to rapidly develop and
deploy anti-nuclear
missile defences. That
will certainly prompt
Russia and China to build newer systems armed
with decoys and other measures to outwit missile
defences. India not only needs to deter regional
missile threats, it also has to catch up with the tech-
nologies on countermeasures. Indian security will
come unier pressure not from US missile defences
but from China’s response to them.
B The growing role of cruisc missiles. While ballis-
tic missgﬁes utilise outer space and are essentially
instrumgnts of deterrence, cruise missiles are
dependent on the atmosphere and air-breathing
engines:and serve largely as instruments of warfare.
Ballistic missiles, principally of the intermediate
and intercontinental range, are suitable mostly as
nuclear delivery vehicles.

In contrast, cruise missiles, although initially
developed for nuclear missions, have become

.

favoured tools of conventional strike because they
are highly accurate and difficult to defend against.
With improvements in their guidance, propulsion
and warheads, cruise missiles have gained conven-
tional utility even against hardened and mobile tar-
gets. Their stealthiness, flexibility of employment,
and range-to-payload advantage over ballistic
missiles demand that India invest in a major way
in their development.

M The need to build longer range ballistic missiles.
Despite the Agni II success, India’s missile reach
still falls short of Beijing. The forthcoming test of
the Agni 111, therefore, is important.

In the final analysis, a country’s international
standing is founded on the reach of the weapons
in its armoury. Intercontinental ballistic missile.
(ICBM) forces were the means by which the Soviet
Union rode to superpower status and achieved
strategic parity with Washington. China similarly is
focusing on a new generation of ICBMs, such as
DF 31 and DF 41, as part of its drive for recogni-
tion as a great power.

India’s weaponry traditionally has been subconti-
nental in its reach. As a result, India has found it
difficult to break free from the subcontinental
strategic straitjacket. It is only with the Agni-class
missiles and overt nuclearisation that India has
gained greater strategic space, enabling it to fash-
ion a larger Asian policy and improve its interna-

tional standing. Imagine what India’s international .

status will be if it developed an ICBM.
India’s strategic vision has to match the fact that
it is home to one-sixth of the human race. During

Parliament’s last session, Defence Minister George -

Fernandes said: “India has the capability to design |
and develop ICBMs... However, in consonance
with threat perception, no ICBM development/
project has been undertaken.” Why should India’s
security planning be driven by threat reaction

rather than threat avoidance? In any case, India’se~

northern neighbour is an ICBM power.

ICBMs are symbols of power and coercion in
international relations. They provide their holder
with enormous political and military leverage
But they are not for the lily-livered, as A.PJ. Abdu
Kalam has cautioned.

While India has certainly boosted its image b
going nuclear, it will truly emerge as an interna
tional power only when it tests its first ICBM
With political support, th pability can b
within its grasp.
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By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, FEB. 11. The Defence Min-
ister, Mr. George Fernandes, and
his ministerial colleagues today
shared the stage with prominent
Hurriyat leaders at the Mehjoor
Nagar gurdwara in Srinagar,
where the bhog ceremony of the
six Sikhs killed on February 3, was
held. Both sides pleaded with the
Sikhs not to migrate from the
Kashmir Valley as such a step
would only increase their prob-
lems.

Addressing a 10,000-strong
gathering of Sikhs, Mr. Fernandes
said migration was no answer. He
assured the Sikhs of full support
from the Centre and said ‘‘what-
ever decision is taken will be with
unanimity”. He reminded the
Sikhs of the plight of Kashmiri
Pandits, who migrated in 1990.

The Vajpayee Government was

for a solution of all problems
through negotiations. That was
why Mr. Vajpayee took a bus to
Lahore and then announced a
ceasefire in the holy month of
Ramzan, but “our neighbour does
not understand this gesture”.

Mr. Fernandes denied an alle-
gation by the Hurriyat leader and
JKLF chairman, Mr. Yaseen Malik,
that he, the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L. K. Advani, and the
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah, were against the ceasefire.
The decision was taken by the
Cabinet Committee on Security
and there were no different opin-
ions.

Mr. Malik declared that the
Hurriyat Conference would not
allow the migration at any cost.
“They will migrate over our dead
bodies” he announced amidst
sloganeering against him by Sikh
youth. Mr. Malik said he would go

Don’t quit Valley, \7:
Hurriyat tells Sikhs

Q.

on a hunger strike if the Sikhs de-
cided to migrate. A section in the
Government of India wanted to
derail the peace process, he al-
leged.

The Democratic Freedom Party
leader, Mr. Shabir Shah, also
sought to impress upon the Sikhs
that migration was not the solu-
tion. “We are part of the same
culture, belong to this soil, there
is no reason for you to leave the
Valley, he said.

Another leader, Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone, recalled how the Kashmiri
Muslims had sacrificed their lives
in 1984 while defending the Sikhs
and there was no question of al-
lowing them to leave. The Union
Chemicals Minister, Mr. S. S.
Dhindsa, the Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, Prof_Chaman Lal
Gupta, and ot Sikh leaders
spoke.
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1 UNI & PTI

to Vajpayee,
Adyam, d

VY “%

7
NEW DELE 1 Feb. 11. — Tﬁ-

Lashkar-e- Talyaba has threat-
ened to target Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani as
long as the Indian Army re-
mains in Kashmir.

In what is being touted as his
first media interview, Lashkar
leader, Mohd Hafiz Sayeed,
told Aaj Tak that the jehad
against India will continue and
more attacks like the one on
Red Fort will follow.

Meanwhile, militants lobbed
grenades and fired at the
house of Jammu and Kasmir
law minister at Janglat Mandi
in Anantnag yesterday. But Mr
PL Handoo and his family

. were away in Jammu.

CRPF guards returned the
fire and repulsed the attack.

i Two auto drivers were injured
in the crossfire.

Mod Sayeed said he is opposed

" to direct talks between India

and Pakistan about Kashmir
B See THREAT: page 8

Xashkar threat|
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/iCA makes mal

A
| By Our Staff Reporter \AO

BANGALORE, FEB. 9. Ending two

- days of speculation, the indige-
I nously- built supersonic Light
| Combat Aircraft (LCA) finally
i made its maiden public flight
here at the ‘Aero-India 2001’ in-
ternational airshow on Friday af-
ternoon. The LCA  Project
Director, Dr. Kota Harinarayana,
certified the success of the flight,
fourth in the test flight series.

The flypast came two days after
the scheduled flight at the inau-
guration of the airshow was can-
celled due to a technical snag.
Piloted by Wg. Cdr. Rajiv Kothiyal,
the LCA Technology Demonstra-
tor-1 took off from the HAL air-
port, escorted by a Mirage 2000
aircraft as ‘chase’. Cheered by a

s gathering of visitors, foreign
elegates and defence officials,
the aircraft made a low descent
‘ before heading back to the air-
port.

A jubilant Chief of Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal A.Y. Tipnis, said ‘it
is great that the LCA has been
shown in public. The public has
got the assurance that the LCA is
in fact flying and it did well.”

The Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation (DRDO)
Secretary, Dr. VK. Atre, said the
LCA flight had capped a memora-
ble three days at the airshow, si-
lencing the sceptics. “The last
three days have been some of the
happiest. We have achieved ma-
turity in the aviation sector. The
Nishant, which was under attack
(from sceptics) flew on all three
days.”

Dr. Harinarayana said the flight
lasted about 25 minutes and reac-
hed an altitude of less than 3,000
metres. “We want to go up to
10,000 ft.” The aircraft was likely

n public flight

LCA’s first public flight at the Aero India 2001 in Bangalore
on Friday. — Photo: Bhagya Prakash

to cross the sound barrier after
about 30 flights, he said.

Dr. Harinarayana said the pub-
lic flight was special because it
was only the fourth overall and
that too at an international air-
show.

Tipnis flies Sukhoi

Later, after a 22-minute flight
aboard the Russian Sukhoi-30
MKI aircraft, Air Chief Marshal
Tipnis said the aircraft had “enor-
mous amopnt of power” and
“tremendous manoeuverability”.
“Even at zero speed, there is full
control. With the civil nozzle con-
trol, you find that the aircraft can
just turn on a spot,” he told re-
porters.

He said the SU-30 MKI’s mano-
euverability was extraordinary
and “far superior than flying any
other aircraft. The aircraft is pret-
ty comfortable even at the stalling
speed. It is fantastic that the air-

craft can do anything you want it
to do.”

India and Russia have already
signed a contract for delivery of
the aircraft, which includes the
development of a new “interna-
tional”’ aircraft by the Sukhoi De-
sign  Bureau with active
participation from Indian avia-
tion companies and the IAF, The
contract also involves a licensed
production  agreement  with
Hindustan  Aeronautics Ltd.
(HAL) as the manufacturing base.

Clearance for Agni-II

PTI reports:

In a related development, the
Intermediate Range Ballistic Mis-
sile (IRBM), Agni-II, which was
successfully test- fired last month,
has been cleared for production,
Mr. Atre said. However, he de-
clined to specify the production
schedule for Agni- II. He also de-

clined to comment on “Agny?’ .
e
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~PM pledges Sikh
safety; suicide

attack

ZAAY
SNS& AGENCIES -

SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI, Feb.
9. — A four-member suicide
squad stormed the J&K police
control room in Srinagar today,
killing two policemen and
wounding six, even as the
Prime Minister promised addi-
tional security for and jobs to
Sikhs to stop them from leav-
ing the state,

In the first major attack after
the ceasefire extension, the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and Al-Um-
ar Mujahideen fidayeen (sui-
cide) squad forced its way into
the control room at Batamaloo
around 7.10 p.m after throwing
grenades at its main gates and
firing indiscriminately, officials
; said. This was the first Al-
Umar attack in J&K.

All the four militants were la-
ter killed in the three-hour
gun-battle with securitymen.
Officials in Srinagar said cons-
tables Zahoor and Tariq were
killed in the attack but didn’t
confirm the militants’ death.

But the J&K chief minister
said in New Delhi that the ul-
‘tras were killed when Army
and BSF jawans surrounded
the control room complex and
fired to flush them out. The ul-
tras were identified as Sala-
huddin, leader of the squad,
Abu Hafiz, Abdullah Omar and

on J&K cops

Abu Maviya.

PM’s promise: Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee promised the special
package to instill confidence
among the Sikhs living in J&K
after an-hour-and-a-half meet-
ing with Dr Farooq Abdullah
and the chiemicals and ferti-
lisers minister, Mr SS Dhindsa.

Dr Abdullah said security
would be beefed up immedi-
ately. “In all hamlets a sense of
security will be provided by ad-
ding more paramilitary forces.”

The meeting was held to
review the situation and take
specific measures to instill
confidence among minorities in
the valley. Employment gene-
ration schemes will be worked
out later, Dr Abdullah said.

The meeting was presided
over by Mr Vajpayee, and att-
ended by the home, defence and
foreign ministers LK Advani,
Mr George Fernandes and Mr
Jaswant Singh.

The minister of state for civil
aviation, Mr Chaman Lal
Gupta and the national
security adviser, Mr Brajesh
Mishra, too were present.

Mr Fernandes, Mr Dhindsa
and Mr CL Gupta will leave for
Srinagar tomorrow.

The Centre is likely to divert
the surplus security forces from

the Ku Mela to the
Kashmjr%alley.

The ceasefire apparently
didn’t figure at the meeting.
“The ceasefire was not the topic
of discussion at all,” said Dr
Abdullah -and Mr Dhindsa said
that he was not against the
ceasefire. Dr Abdullah said the
responsibility to implement the
decisions taken at today’s meet-
ing would be Mr Dhindsa’s.
Hurriyat charge: The senior
All Party Hurriyat Conference
leader, Mr Abdul Ghani Lone,
today criticised the Abdullah
government for the killings of
six Sikhs in Srinagar. But he
refused to back the Akali Dal’s
demand for the Abdullah mi-
nistry’s dismissal saying it was
in any case an “illegitimate”
government.

In a joint statement, Mr Lone
and Mr Singh said such killings
would only retard ongoing
efforts being made to bring
peace in the state and added
that efforts would be re-
doubled to stop migration of
Sikhs from Kashmir valley.

Addressing a Friday congre-
gation in Delhi’s Jama Masjid
this afternoon, former Hurriyat
chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Far-
oog, today criticised the Centre
for not issuing travel docu-
ments to the five Hurriyat lea-
ders to visit Pakistan. He said
the ceasefire wasg effective only

on paper. //
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‘Our LCA will be
" cheaper, better’ "'

By Our Science Correspondent

BANGALORE, FEB. 8. Dr. Kota Harinarayana, pro-
gramme director for the Light Combat Aircraft, said
today that the unit price of the LCA would be half of
that of European fighter jets, while its performance
would be comparable or better.

Speaking at the Aero International Seminar here,
he said the LCA would cost about $17 million apiece
and the aim was to reduce it to $15 million.

The F-22 aircraft of the U.S. would cost $105mi-
lion to $125 million. European fighters such as the
EFA, Rafale, Mirage 2000 and the Jas-39 would cost
between $25 million and $70 million each. A devel-
oping country like India could not afford such pric-
es, Dr. Harinarayana said.

While the Tornado had 32,000 parts and the EFA
15,000 parts, the LCA’s first prototype had 10,000
parts, and in the third prototype, it would come
down to 7,000.

The extensive use of composites in the LCA not
only reduced the aircraft’'s weight and radar signa-
ture but also reduced the parts needed. The indige-
nously developed co-bonding and co-curing
technology for making composite structures had
played an important role in this, he said.

Open system interface standards had been fol-
lowed in the LCA’s avionics and weapons systems.
Industrial or commercial grade components could
be used and upgraded from time to time. So the
LCA’s electronics was designed against obsoles-
cence.

The LCA was the only single-engine fighter to have
a naval variant. Some 80 to 90 per cent of the variant
was the same as the Air Force version. The aim was
to improve agility and performance. Integrated

>

flight and propulsion capabilities were fl téchnol-
ogies. Instead of using swivelling nozzles for thrust
vectoring, which added weight and reduced reliabil-
ity, “innovative aerodynamics” was being looked at.

Flight today?

By Our Science Correspondent

BANGALORE, FEB. 8. The indigenously manufac-
tured Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) is likely to
make its first public flight tomorrow at the Aero-
India 2001 air show being held at the Yelahanka
Air Base here.

The LCA was supposed to do a fly-past on
Wednesday when the air show was inaugurated.
But the programme was cancelled after the air-
craft developed a technical snag.

Speaking to presspersons, Dr. VK. Aatre, Di-
rector- General of the Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation, said that the problem
had been rectified. In all probability, the aircraft
would make its first public flight on Friday, he
added.

Dr. Kota Harinarayana, LCA Programme Di-
rector, however, had a word of caution. If there
was any chance of a problem cropping up, there
would be no hesitation in cancelling the flight,
he said.

One possibility being examined was using a vortex
plate system. If fluidic thrust vectoring could be im-

plemented instead of the mechanical version, it
would bring down the cost substantially. i
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‘LCA production

By Our Staff Reporter }4 ()1

BANGALORE, FEB. 7. Expressing
happiness over Russia’s reported
desire to participate in the serial
production of the Light Combat
Aircraft, the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, today said
cost-effective and economically
viable production of the LCA de-
manded link-ups with other
countries.

“My own thrust area is South-
East Asia, South Africa, countries
that can be called developing na-
tions,” he said.

Addressing reporters after inau-
gurating “‘Aero-India 2001” here,
Mr. Fernandes said, “when we
produce it (the LCA) for our own
use, the cost will be more. Taking
along other countries will bring
the price down.”

Mr. Fernandes said an agree-
ment on the purchase of the Brit-
ish “Hawk” Advanced Jet Trainer
would be signed at the earliest.
On whether the deal would be
struck in the current financial
year, he said ‘it should be’'.

Asked whether cheaper alterna-
tives were being considered, he
said, “we have looked at only one
trainer and this is the Hawk.

There is (now) a gap between
the price suggested by the Minis-
try’s price negotiating committee

An aerobatics display by Surya Kiran aircraft at the Aero India 2001
in Bangalore on Wednesday. — Photo: K. Bhagya Prakash

and the price offered by the Brit-
ish.”

The test-flight of the indige-
nously developed Intermediate
Range Ballistic Missile, Agni-II,
was not designed to coincide with
the visit of the Chinese leader, Mr.
Li Peng.

“It was decided much earlier.
There was no special factor in de-
ciding the date.” The missile was
ready for induction now, he said,

THE 1 Ten

without specifying the schedule.

Mr. Fernandes did not foresee
any cut in the Defence Budget in
the wake of the Gujarat earth-
quake saying “I am certain the Fi-
nance Minister, while finalising
his budget, will give us everything
we have asked for. No matter
what the economic problems, the
defence of the nation will not be
held hostage.”

The response from internation-

- ¢ FEO I

needs tie-ups’

3y

al aerospace compapies for the

show had “surpassed all expecta- -

tions” he said.

Welcoming international col-
laborators to participate in the
country’s defence production
arena, Mr. Fernandes said the
Government had recently entered
into a cooperative partnership
with the private sector for the
purpose.

Snag grounds LCA

The inaugural function did not
see the LCA make its pre- sched-
uled flypast owing to a ‘“‘small
technical snag”. But the stupen-
dous manoeuverability of the
Russian Sukhoi-30 MK, the spec-
tacular Suryakiran aerobatic dis-
play  and the superior
aerodynamics of the Tornados
more than made up for the LCA's
absence and the Hawk’s delayed
entry. Defence officials identified
the snag as an error during the
aircraft’s pre-flight check and said
it was being sorted out. Pointing
out that the scheduled flight was
not considered “appropriate” for
the inaugural, Mr. Fernandes
said: “The LCA will be flown at
the appropriate time.” The DRDO
sources, however, said the flight
would take place before the air-
show ended.

CM expresses regret: Pa%e 13
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" Congress briefed on
ceasefire gains

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 6. In its first serious attempt to garner
support for its peace initiative in Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Vajpayee Government today shared ideas
and information with the principal Opposition par-
ty, Congress.

Chaired by the Prime Minister, the two-hour
meeting was attended by the top brass of the Gov-
ernment which included the Home, Defence and
External Affairs Ministers, the Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, and the Director of Intelligence.
Dr. Manmohan Singh, Mr. Arjun Singh, Mr. Natwar
Singh and Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad constituted the
Congress delegation.

There Government made a 30-minute video pre-
sentation, and figures were provided to show the
difference in the situation 68 days after the ceasefire
and before the ceasefire. The tangible shown by the
Government was that the Line of Control was quiet,
and in its assessment the ceasefiré had been wel-
comed by people in the Valley.

The Congress team expressed satisfaction with the
talks, but pointed out that the meeting had taken
place at the initiative of the Congress and not the
Government. “These talks were held at our initia-
tive,” Mr. Azad said. The party also said the Govern-
ment should have utilised the first two ceasefires

better. The delegation pointed out
massacre in Chattisinghpura, the Congress presi-
dent had asked the Government to take special secu-
rity measures to protect the Sikhs, “but
unfortunately that was not done”. The leaders said
they would continue to support any initiative that
helped bring back peace to the Valley.

Support for surcharge

In a separate development, the Congress extended
conditional support to the Government'’s decision to
levy a two per cent surcharge. However, it made it
clear that the support would continue so far as the
funds were being utilised for the relief and rehabil-
itation work in Gujarat.

Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad warned the Government
that his party would oppose tooth and nail any at-
tempt to divert the money to bridge the Budget def-
icit. The party wants the surcharge withdrawn once
the purpose was achieved.

He also made it clear that the Congress was, in
principle, opposed to the idea of increasing taxes
through an ordinance; however, since the measure
was related to Gujarat, the party had decided to sup-
port it. Mr. Azad said his party would have preferred
if the government had waited till the Budget session

and introduced it as a part of the Bill. “The proc
dure that they have adopted is wrong.”
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v Army for

review of

disaster management

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

R p/(é
5 %\

NEW DELHI, Feb. 6. - Nearly two ydars ago,
at the Army's disaster management seminar
here, it wanted to “incorporate the‘armed
forces at each level when contingency plans are
formulated”. This it felt will “facilitate more ef-
ficient response by the defence services”.

The Army had another problem during disas-
ters. “As soon as the Army comes in, all other
agencies like the civil administration, police,
home guards stand on one side and watch...”

This time, the armed forces were officially told
about the earthquake a full three hours after
the catastrophe. The first information about
Bhuj may have come from the armed forces —
the Indian Air Force had suffered a large num-
ber of casualties. There was little knowledge
till much later about the situation in Anjar and
Bachau.

But even now, the armed forces is not repre-
sented in the high-level groups though the Cri-
sis Management Group comprises the Cabinet
secretary and 20 other secretaries, including
‘he defence secretary. The Natural Disaster

\ / Management Division is a part of the agricul-
vV

ture ministry. However, senior officials of all
three services were invited on certain days for
the CMG meetings on the quake.

The armed forces and the paramilitary forces
have been applauded for their work as have the
volunteers and NGOs and perhaps, some sec-
tions of the central officials. This time too, the
state government reacted slower than necessa-

ry.

The Army’s report two years ago made that
quite clear. It said that central agencies are
forced to assist states which leads to difficulties
in coordination during the planning and re-
sponse stages. It said that despite existing
structures, government response has often
been “tardy and uncvordinated”. Too much
time is lost as “local authorities take time to get
their acts together. Ad hocism and a plethora of
nodal agencies turther contribute to dithering
an unacceptable delays”.

The Army had thus called for a review of “ex-
isting disaster management mechanisms at
the national and state levels, with a view to

evolvillgégfﬁ/c.iemt and speedy responses to dis-
asters”. /
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/HE ORDER BY the CBI Special Court restrain-
ing the HinYuja brothers from leaving the
country, atter ¥he investigating agency interro-
gated them on their role in the multicrore Bo-
fors payoffs case, is clearly warranted for now.
There might be some validity in the plea by the
brothers that they cannot be kept away from
their business headquarters — in the UK. —
indefinitely (on grounds that it could cause
them heavy losses). But then they had in the
past pulled out all the stops to frustrate the
investigation. This experience lends credence
to the CBl's apprehension that the brothers
could derail the trial process in the future if they
were allowed to return to London at this stage.
The CBI as well as the Special Court judge, Mr.
Ajit Barihoke, could not have glossed over the
fact that Mr. S. P. Hinduja and Mr. P. P. Hinduja
are now citizens of the UK., while Mr. G. P.
Hinduja is a Swiss national; the fact that Swiss
nationals can be extradited (in the event of a
need arising) only with their own consent, as
pointed out by the CBI, is also of immense sig-
nilicance in this context.

The Hindujas relinquished Indian nation-
ality within a week of the CBI obtaining posses-
sion of papers from the Swiss courts (in June
1999) giving details of their coded accounts —
Tulip, Lotus and Mont Blanc — into which de-
posits were made by the Swedish gun manu-
facturer. Their role in stalling the transmission
of the documents pertaining to the coded ac-
counts to the CBI through a protracted legal
battle in the Swiss courts (since 1993) until they
lost the case in June 1999 must also have been
one of the factors that the Special Court consid-
ered in the course of its hearing the pTea by the
Hindujas that they be allowed to leave the

BOFORS: NOW THE TRIAL WV

country now that the agency had completed the
interrogation. After all, the Special Court judge
could not have remained oblivious of the provi-
sions in the Swiss law (on extradition) and the
possibility of Mr. P. P. Hinduja deciding to
make use of that in the event of the trial going
against him. Similarly, one could not have
glossed over such information that members of
Mr. Tony Blair's council of ministers were “‘in-
volved” in ensuring that the Hindujas were is-
sued with British passports; this clearly is an
indication of their clout. To let them leave the
country at this stage could lead to a situation
where the Bofors trial will be caught in legal
battles for extradition, delaying further the task

of bringing the guilty to book. o, 7y 3, N

The trial in the Bofors case is held up now
with the ““due process of law” taking its time
with regard to the extradition of Mr. Ottavio
Quattrocchi from Malaysia. And this was
caused only because he was allowed to leave
the country days after documents pertaining to
his coded Swiss Bank accounts had been trans-
mitted to the CBI by the Swiss authorities in
July 1993. The trouble now is that the trial can
begin only after the former representative of the
Italian multinational, Snam Progetti, is extradit-
ed to face trial in the CBI Special Court. It may,
indeed, be a bit longer before this is achieved.
And it may not be reasonable to expect that the
Hinduja brothers could be restrained from leav-
ing the country till such time the trial com-
mences. The imperative for the CBI at this stage
is to complete its investigation into the involve-
ment of the Hindujas in the Bofors payoffs case.
And along with this, the agency will have to
ensure that there is no avoidable delay in ob-
taining the extradition of Mr. Quattrocchi./‘
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AgniIT llkely to be
inducted i Army y
by end of 2001,

By OUR CORRESPONDENT ‘&(

Bangalore, Jan. 25: The indige-
nously developed Agni Il Interme-
diate Range Ballistic Missile is
likely to be inducted into the
armed forces by the yearend.

Scientific adviser to the defence
minister, Dr Vasudev K. Aatre,
said on Thursday that the nuclear-
tipped missiles would be inducted
into the armed forces this year,
but declined to comment further.

“The induction sequence and
procedure have already been pro-
grammed and induction into the
services may start this year,” Dr
Aatre said.

He added that the final Lormgu—
ration trials-had been done but
hastened to say that he would not
disclose the induction sequence
and procedure.

The Agni-1I missile was tested
successfully over a 2,100 km
range from the launch pad at
Chandipur in Orissa on January
17 with a dummy nuclear war-
head. The first test of the missile
\x ds conducted by India on April

1999,

lndu had declared soon afier the
1999 (est that no further launches
of the missile were required and it
wus ready for production as part
of the Indian Army’s move
towards creating a nuclear shield.

T T

. part llCI['d[C

prm— s ey e e -

fine tumng the Agni II s range and
improving its Circular Error “Prob-
able.

Before Agni-1l. India has test-
fired the missiles—"Akash,
Trishul and Agni-1 which were all
“technology demonstrators” and
has already been inducted into the
country’s armed forces.

Dr Aatre, who was here to brief
about the forthcoming Aero-India
2001 show to be held in Banga-
lore from February 7 to 11. said
that the air show would have par-
ticipation from over 100 compa-
nies from 40 countries including
the United States of America,
European Union. Russia among
others.

“Several technological advances
of Indian defence research includ-
ing the electronic weapons sys-
tems, the pilotless target aircraft
Lakshya, remotely piloted vehicie
Nishant, the advance light heli-
copter would be demonstrated in
the show,™ he said. “The Light
Combat Aircraft is likely to be
flown past the Yelahanka airbase
during the show.”™ Dr Aatre added.

Dr Aatre also said that a seminar
would be organised on Acrospace
[cdmologles and stu[eﬂlcs 0

sh()\v in which chiet's ;
from 12 countries g
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/Secunty

By Prashant Pandey Q

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. With barely 48
hours to go for the Republic Day
Parade down Rajpath here, and
terrorist threats to the Prime Min-
ister and some of his Cabinet col-
leagues looming large, the Delhi
police have made unprecedented
arrangements to foil any evil de-
signs of the militants.

Spelling out the arrangements,
the Special Commissioner of Po-
lice (Security and Operations),
Mr. R.S. Gupta, said today that
adequate security measures had
been undertaken against the
“backdrop of threats from mili-
tants supported by Pakistan”. He
said groups such as the Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad and the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen seemed determined to
strike on or around the Republic
Day.

As many as 55,000 Detlhi police
personnel and 10,000 more from
paramilitary forces have been de-
ployed all over the capital. The In-

do-Tibetan Border Police, the
National Security Guard, the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force, the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force, the
Border Security Force and other
defence agencies are helping the
Delhi police in the security prep-

arations.
16 types ofth aks Hh-|

“We have identiffed 16 types of
possible threats flom the mili-
tants,” Mr. Gupfa said. The
threats range froml launcher at-
tacks, explosions and shootouts
to rumour-mongering. He said
the focus this time was not only
on the number of personnel de-
ployed but also on strategy. While
DCPs would take charge of the
control rooms, others on the
ground were being repeatedly
briefed on tackling situations,

One of the firsts this time is hel-

icopter surveillance on the parade
route and other parts of Delhi.

The preparedness, most exten-
sive in the history of the Republic
Day parade, is also being con-

forces on their toes -

stantly reviewed. Security drills
are being conducted on a regular
basis and the gaps being plugged.

Regarding the number of mil-
itants who could have sneaked in-
to the city, Mr. Gupta said while
there was specific information
about four militants, there were
intelligence inputs ov the possi-
bility of some more men being
present. High on the priority list is
the contingency arising out of fi-
dayeen (suicide squad) attacks.
Quick Response Teams (QRTs)
have been deployed at strategic
points.

The airports have been putona
high alert and defence forces are
taking all precautions in the air.
The security ring extends to the
neighbouring States. Hotlines
have been established among top
officers of the neighbouring
States. Police have also given ade-
quate attention to humanitarian
needs in case of emergency.

The general public is being in-
formed on the public address sys-
tem to remain alert and report
any suspicious activities. People
have been urged to cooperate
during security’ checks. On Re-
public Day, people have been ad-
vised not to bring bags, mobiles,
remote-control keys for their cars
and any such items.
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HE SIGNIFICANCE of the test-fir-

ing of the Intermediate Range Bal-

listic Missile (IRBM) Agni-II arises

from its proposed induction into
the country’s defence arsenal to make it
available for deployment like any other
weapon of war. This distinguishes it from
the missiles which had been test-fired ear-
lier — the Akash, Trishul, the earlier Agni-1,
the Prithvi — all of which were developed
as ‘“technology demonstrators’” and in-
tended to achieve a perfection to the skills
built up for the design, development and
production of missiles. Such technology
demonstration was aimed at filling the
country’s defence scientists, engineers and
technicians with a sense of confidence that
they could take up the mass production of
the missiles if the need arose. The Govern-
ment’s announcement that the Agni-II
would be inducted into the defence arse-
nal takes the project a step forward.

If Agni-II could cover 2000 km in 648
seconds during which it could pick out its
targets in the Bay of Bengal, it would raise
questions about the missions which would
be designed for it. lts elegant streamlining,
to give it a very high velocity, could give
only glimpses of the stupendous engineer-
ing which would have gone into giving it
the capability for hitting its target 2000 km
away with precision. Not to mention the
miniaturisation which would have been
required to ensure that the conventional
warhead fitted to the nose of the missile
would meet the demand to zero in on and
destroy the target. The Agni missile has
come a long way from the drawing board
to its test-firing. The secrets of the missile
arsenals which the developed countries
have built up could not have for long been
kept guarded from being prised open by
scientists, engineers and technologists
around the world. The graduation of the
missiles from carriers of conventional to
nuclear warheads should have made the
stockpiles of the developed countries far
more deadly.

India’s Integrated Missile Development
Programme undertaken by the Defence
Research and Development Organisation
{DRDO) had taken up the development of
only non-nuclear missile systems — Prith-
vi, Trishul, Akash and Agni. All these pro-
gammes  have  been  successfully

By C. V. Gopalakrishnan

completed to ensure their induction into
the armed forces. The pressure on India to
indigenise design and manufacture of the
components for the missiles had become
quite intense in view of the U.S. having
tightened restrictions on their export. The
restrictions should have delayed the pro-
gress of the Agni, the Prithvi, the Satellite
Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3) the Augmented
Satellite Launch Vehicle, the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the Geostationary Sat-
ellite Launch Vehicle, inspite of the fact
that the PSLV and the GSLV have no mil-
itary applications to justify them.

The non-nuclear missile systems which
are now in place and ready for develop-
ment during a perceived emergency are
themselves highly destructive. The further
induction of missiles equipped with nucle-
ar warheads by the nuclear weapon states
is the biggest menace which the world is
now living with since even an accidental
detonation could bring about a global in-
ferno which even a thousand Hiroshimas
could not match. Grave doubts over the
safety of simply maintaining squadrons of
aircraft such as the U.S’ B-52s and
FB-111s, which are nuclear weapon carri-

U&gfcg’o"uernment’s announcement that the Agni-II
would be inducted into the defence arsenal

3

takes the project a step forward.

i

Exports were prohibited if the U.S. Com-
merce Department, which is empowered
to implement the President’s Enhanced
Proliferation Control Initiative (EPCI), sus-
pected that the components would be
used for the production of chemical and
biological weapons. The sense of insecuri-
ty arising from its fears over other coun-
tries developing their missile strike
capability could be readily seen from the
U.S. going ahead with its own missile de-
velopment and production programme
under its Theatre High Altitude Area De-
fence (THAAD) for making advanced
space sensors such as ‘“Brilliant Eyes”
which can significantly enhance the cov-
erage of both “lower and upper theatre
defences” and help ground-based inter-
ceptors “provide full coverage of the conti-
nental United States’’, according to an
official statement made earlier by an act-
ing Director of the U.S. Strategic Defence
Initiative Organisation. A great deal of the
destructive potential of conventional mis-
sile warheads had been discovered with
their use during Operation Desert Storm
against Iraq in 1990, the Falklands conflict
(1980) and the Yom Kippur War (1973) and
this led to the development of a later gen-
eration of cruise missiles, TV and laser-
guided and anti-radiation missiles
equipped with advanced sensors for in-
creasing their lethal power.

ers, and nuclear missile armoury and fears
of accidental triggering of the weapons
have repeatedly been raised. The end of
the Cold War has left unsolved the prob-
lems thrown up by the missile stockpiles.

The seriousness of the accidental going
off of nuclear missiles and weapons had
come to light from reports — there is in all
probability a greater number of unreport-
ed incidents — of potential disasters which
had been luckily averted. [There was a colli-
sion at sea between a U.S. aircraft carrier,
the uss Kitty Hawk, and a Soviet nuclear-
powered submarine way back in March
1984 though this did not result in any ca-
tastrophe. There were a numbe;i of other
such scrapes. The task of defusing the
stockpile of nuclear warheads remains ve-
ry much unattended to — since even if the
nuclear weapon states muster the will to
get down to it, the dismantling itself pre-
sumably calls for technology which may
not be readily available or is yet to be per-
fected.

According to an earlier estimate, there
were over 60,000 nuclear warheads in Eu-
rope and the U.S. awaiting defusing and
destruction. The status of over 3,000 war-
heads in Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Belarus
which have seceded from the erstwhile So-
viet Union is yet to be determined since it
is not known whether these states accept
obligations which the former USSR had
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agreed to under START-1 and START-II
with the U.S.

A persisting disaster potential resulting
from nuclear weapons and missiles await-
ing dismantling is the radioactive contam-
ination of facilities and the exposure of
populated areas to the same. The volume
of Russian liquid missile propellants
packed in the missiles is also very high
amounting to more than .100,000 tonnes
which are to be destroyed under the
START agreements. The storage cost of
these propellants is itself very heavy and
and had been estimated at over $50 mil-
lions. Their destruction, assuming that it
could be safely completed, has been esti-
mated to cost $15 millions. The costs for -
the defanging of the U.S. non-nuclear and
nuclear missile are even higher. According
to an estimate made by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, the cost of decontaminat-
ing warhead production sites was as high
as $60 billions and it was placed even high-
er at $155 milllions by the U.S. Office of
Technology Assessment. No immediate re-
sults could be expected since the cleaning
up of the contaminated earth, waterways
and the buildings requistioned for missile
production, nuclear and non-nuclear,
would itself take as long as thirty years and
the cost might actually go up to $ 300 bil-
lions.

The enormous and crazy extravagance
of the building of non- nuclear and nuclear
missile stockpiles has been projected in all
its starkness by a study of how much even
a much smaller part of the billions of dol-
lars could have made Earth a happier plan-
et had they been spent on the following
programmes: reforesting the earth: $2 bil-
lions (cost of a nuclear submarine); pro-
viding safe water to all: $5 billions (cost of
a few nuclear bombs); rollback of deserts:
$2 billions (cost of a dozen nuclear tests);
protection of the ozone layer: $1 billion;
reduction of air pollution: $5 billion (cost
of six stealth bombers); stabilisation of
population: $6 billions; cleaning up haz-
ardous wastes: $10 billions.

The fractional cost of these programmes
for the implementation of which Planet

Earth endangered by weapon pro-
grammes, non-nuclear and nuclear 5 CTy-
ing out bares the prodigal cri ality of

the nuclear weapon states



Decision
expected

HT Correspondent and PTl
New Delhi, January 22

AS THE fate of the ceasefire exten-
sion hangs in the balance, the
Government is likely to decide
tomotrow on its extension beyond
Republic Day amidst reservations
whether it would be worthwhile in
view of the continuing terrorist vio-
lence and lack of adequate response
from Pakistan.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), headed by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is to
meet tomorrow, four days ahead of
the expiry of the extended ceasefire.

Giving an indication of Centre's -

SOULCES & hief Executive ‘to rein in these

thinking, high placed
tonight said that "the government is
anxious to give peace to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir but it has
not been able to give it since
Pakistan-sponsored militants have
continued to sabotage the peace
process by targeting innocent peo-
ple and the security forces,” high
placed sources said tonight.

They said that non-extension of
ceasefire beyond Republic Day
would mean resumption of pro-
active operations by security forces
against militants. During the cease-
fire period, the security forces have
not been initiating combat opera-
tions against militants and were
reacting only to violent incidents,

on truce
)
today",

they said. The CCS meeting is
expected to be attended by Home
Minister I. K Advani, Defence
Minister George  Fernandes,
External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh and National Security Adviser
Brajesh Mishra among others.
Earlier in the day, Fernandes, a
CCS member, voiced deep concern -
over stepped up violence in Jammu
and Kashmir aimed at “sabotaging
the peace process” and said this and
other factors would be taken into
account while taking a decision on
the ceasefire issue. Fernandes said:
"Though such attacks to sabotage
the peace process were anticipated,
what is happening is a matter of
concern. We expected Pakistan's

groups, which has not been done so
far.” He rejected suggestions that
Pakistan does not have any control
over pan-Islamic groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and the Harkat-
ul-Mujhahideen. He said there was
evidence on record that these
groups had been "lauded, support-
ed, armed and trained in so-called
jehad by official Pakistani agencies".
He said Vajpayee, while announc-
ing truce extension, had mentioned
the activities of these Pakistan-
based-gromps and urged the military

ruler to take steps to control them.
@ BJP questions purpose of
Hurriyat's visit: Page 13

THE HINDUSTAN Thats
23 AN 2



-J&K ceasefire

- extended
for a month

-0 6 ™
STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 23. — In an
effort to give peace “every
chance” to succeed, the govern-
ment today announced the
extension of cessation of
hostlhnes in Jammu and Kash-
| mir for a month, “to coincide
| with the Repubhc Day 2001,

The decision to extend the
ceasefire for a month, till 25
February, was taken by the
Cabinet Committee on Security
(CC8), chaired by the Prime
Minister, when it met for three
hours this morning.

The CCS, in a statement,
regretted that “Pakistan has
not recognised the demand of
time for peace, and continues to
promote, encourage and abet
cross-border terrorism”. It
urged Pakistan to curb the
activities of militant organisa-
tions controlled by that coun-
try, like the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammed.

The meeting reviewed the
fallout of the Prime Minister’s
ceasefire initiative, including |
the relative silence of guns
along the LoC and increased
militant-sponsored  violence
within the state, and opted to
give peace a further chance
despite perceived Pakistani
intransigence to rein
militant groups indulging in
cross-border terrorism.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said
the government wanted “a
satisfactory solution to the
Kashmir problem and decided
to extend the ceasefire despite
the acts of terrorism”.

“We believe terrorist groups
responsible for killing innocent
people are bent upon breaking
the peace process, and will be
stopped,” Mr Vajpayee said,
“and the responsibility is
Pakistan’s”

On the possibility of resuming
a dialogue with Pakistan, he
said: “We want an early res-
umption of talks, but an envi-
ronment for talks must be
created. Startlng talks when

in |

\.{ v\.\/\,\,‘b

killings are going on will not
help. For talks to succeed a
suitable environment has to be
first created.”

The Army chief, General S
Padmanabhan, had publicly
spoken in favour of extending
the ceasefire recently, saying
that firing along the LoC was
down. The foreign ministry also
favoured the extension as it
established India’s internation-
al credentials as the initiator of
peace in the valley.

T T

} Musharraf firm
~ on Kashmir
|

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 23.
| Pakistan's military ruler, |
‘t General Pervez Musharraf
i has told a meeting of Anny \
i corps commanders here that |
| Islamabad is not ready to
| make any compromise on the | |
| Kashmir issue. !
| He told the two-day meeting | \
| which began yesterday about '
’ his talks with the Indian |
; High Commissioner to Pakis- l
| tan, Mr Vijay K Nambiar, re- |
| cently and expressed the
\  hope that the Indian govem—
| ment will issue travel docu- .
| ments to Hurriyat leaders to
| enable them to visit Islama- |
| bad for talks. |

The delay in issuing travel |
documents might “fritter 1
away” the chance for resump- .
tion of talks on the Kashmir '
 issue, he was quoted as -
t saying. — PTI

{
I
I
\
]
\

|

!

Reservatmns, however, had
been expressed by the Prime
Minister himself, his senior
Cabinet colleagues Mr LK
Advani and Mr George Fernan-
des, Kashmir Chief Minister Dr
Farooq Abdullah.

“The government believes vio-
lence must be ended and peace,
which has been welcomed by
the people of J&K, given every
chance,” the statement said,
extending the ceasefire “in that

. CPI

* in Jammu and Kashmir as a

hope.” \ A
The external affairs ministér, |

Mr Jaswant Singh, said the
decision to extend the ceasefire
was unanimous. India wanted .
to create conditions conducive |
for the return of peace and |
normalcy in the strife-torn -
state. “Talks and guns cannot
go together,” Mr Singh said
adding that peace was
essential to allow any dialogue
to take place.

This is the second extension to

the ceasefire, unilaterally
announced by Mr Vajpayee on
23 November last year,
originally for a month. The
current extension was due to
expire on Republic Day.
BJP welcomes move: The
BJP today welcomed the
extension of the ceasefire and
said it would give more time to
Pakistan to respond positively
to India’s peace initiative.

The party was visibly embar-
rassed as it had indicated its
opposition to any further exten-
sion. Party spokesperson Mr
Jana Krishnamurthy said the
government must have more in-
formation on the basis of which
it gave another extension.

He said Pakistan’s failure to
take concrete steps to curb
terrorist activities from across
the border would further
expose it in the international
arena. This also might force .
India to call off the ceasefire
any day, he said. :
Left reaction: The CPI-M and :
have welcomed the .
decision to extend the ceasefire

positive step, but felt the
government should follow it up
with concrete steps in order to |
find a peaceful solution to the
Kashmir issue.

‘Wise decigion’; The Army has
welcomed the ceasefire exten-
sion. Several days ago, Gen
Padmanabhan had said he
would favour a longer ceasefjre.
One senijor officer ¢
con51dered dedjsi
“wise” one.




o Firein the sky o

Missile (IRBM) Agni-II is unlikely to have caused any surprise.
The Agni system forms a key component of India’s deterrence
capability and it made no sense to delay the development of its
operational avatar after the Shakti nuclear tests of May, 1998.
India’s desert derring-do at Pokhran finally cleared the way for
Agni to have a deployable warhead. It is certainly a matter of
satisfaction to see such a proven weapon of immense deter-
rence value come of age at a time when India faces not-so-
friendly neighbours pursuing nuclear, chemical and blologxcal

The fact that missiles make more th
shielding the country from external pressures and coercive
diplomacy — only adds to their strategic value. Having rightly
kicked the chemical and biological habits, it obviously hasn’t
taken New Delhi long to acknowledge its Hobson’s choice:
India’s security imperatives call for nothing short of powerful
missiles. And these can serve as instruments of deterrence oniy
when they carry what they are supposed to counter — weapons
of mass destruction. Initial reports from the test site in
| Chandipur-on-sea in Orissa speak of remarkable circular area
probable (CEP) figures — which actually determine a missile’s
strike accuracy — for Agni-IL.

This is a tribute to the fine band of Indian missilemen who
staked their credentials on Agni, excelling in crucial opera-
tional areas like re-entry, long range manoeuvring and two-
staged propulsion and stage separation. More importantly, the
missile’s guidance system and vehicle structure form an excel-

2,000 km range design can be augmented to produce Agni-III
with a range of over 5,000 km. That would not be unlike the

already on the drawing board.
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THE SECOND f{light test of the Intermediate Range Balhsu ;

warhead development programmes. 3 % ‘Jg )
arl ecOnOmic sense —

lent configuration for its future modification. Thus, Agni-II's

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) Surya, which is



" Agni will not escalate

.

By Our Staff Correspondent\'X

PATNA, JAN. 18. The Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, today
hinted at the induction of the In-
termediate Range Ballistic Missile
(IRBM), Agni-II, which was test-
fired yesterddy, in the defence ar-
senal soon. %/[%, vdr)

The Deferice ister, who is
on a visit to the State, described
the test at the Interim Test Range,
Chandipur, Orissa, as a ‘“huge
success” propelling the country’s
security measures to new heights
and boosting the morale of the
scientists.

Lauding the test, the Minister
said the missile covered 2,000 km
in 648 seconds and picked its tar-
get naval boats in the Bay of Ben-
gal with perfection. “The test will
not escalate an arms race in the
region because we see it as an ef-
fort to acquire a credible mini-
mum deterrent needed for India’s
security... Nobody should be wor-
ried about India’s intentions,”

" Mr. Fernandes said. He also ad-

. dressed jawans of the Bihar Re-

. giment Centre at Danapur
cantonment.

Australia regrets
missile test
By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, JAN. 18 Australia,
which led the charge against India
for the May 1998 nuclear tests,
said today that the Agni-II missile
test would not have an impact on
the restoration of bilateral de-
fence relations.

The Australian Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Alexander Downer, made
it clear in Canberra that his coun-
try’s milit}ry adviser would return

as scheduled to New Delhi, but
regretted the test.

Soon after the Indian nuclear
tests, Australia had withdrawn its
military adviser and sent Indian
defence officials home as well
apart from snapping all military-

to- mlhtary hnks between the two

Peace won t
be hampered,

says Musharraf
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18 The Pakis-
tan Chief Executive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, has said that
the testing of the Agni-II mis-
sile by India would not ham-
per the peace process in
. Kashmir.

In an interview to the State-
run Pakistan Television, Gen.
Musharraf argued that the
test should be a matter of con-
cern for China and other
countries of the region.

The softer line taken by
Gen. Musharraf is seen as yet
another attempt by the mil-
itary establishment to tell the
world that it is keen on re-
sumption of an early dialogue
with India.

¢t Gen. Musharraf told PTV
| that Pakistan had shown all
- flexibility for the peaceful set-
tlement of the Kashmir dis-
pute and it would not like any
hurdle that may jeopardise
the peace process. “There are
indications from the other
side which will pave the
ground for the negotiations”.

arms race: Fernandes

co\g!)mes Earlier this year, the
Australian Prime Minister, Mr.
John Howard, visited New Delhi,
to cap a process of returning rela-
tions with India to normal.

On Agni-ll test, the Foreign
Minister was quoted as saying:
“The actual timing of it we didn’t
accept, but the fact is they have
already done one of these tests of
a missile called Agni-II, so this is
part of a general programme that
both they (the Indians) and Pakis-
tan have been pursuing.”

Stating that there were no plans
to resume defence links with Pa-
kistan, the Foreign Minister said:
“There aren’t in the case of Pakis-
tan because one of the other is-
sues in Pakistan is the overthrow
of democracy.”

Japan critical, China
cautious

PTI reports from Tokyo:

A day after the missile was test-
fired successfully, the Japanese
Government issued a statement
saying it was ‘strongly concerned’
about the launch of Agni II. The
missile launch ‘“‘might hamper
the moves towards easing of ten-
sions in South Asia and intensify
the nuclear arms and missile de-
velopment race in the region,” Ja-
pan said.

In Beijing, the Foreign Ministry
said China hoped to see peace
and stability and was unwilling to
see any form of arms race in the
region. Mr. Zhu Bangzao, a
spokesman of the Ministry, said
in that “China, together with the
international community, hopes
to see peace and stability in the
region. We are unwilling to see
any form of arms race in the re-
gion.”

THE HINDU
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‘AGNI-Il TEST A STEP IN SELF-DEFENCE’

By Ganesh Prabhu \‘

UDUPI, JAN. 18, The Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
said the onus of creating a condu-
cive atmosphere for talks clearly
rested on the Pakistan leadership
of Pakistan and that India was
ready to have a dialogue with Pa-
kistan even gt the highest level. , ,

At a press tornferénce here, he
said: “We have strongly demon-
strated our sincerity to create a
conducive atmosphere for talks
through specific confidence-
building measures, such as uni-
lateral cessation of combat oper-
ations in Jammu and Kashmir.”
However, the continuation of ter-
rorist activities in and outside the
State showed that the purpose of
Indian unilateral initiatives was
not being fulfilled, he added.

Mr. Vajpayee pointed out that
international opinion had fa-
voured India’s initiative. Pakistan
should demonstrate its sincerity
and commitment to the dialogue
process by unequivocally con-
demning violence by militant
groups and checking their anti-
India activities. What was partic-
ularly distressing was that Islama-
bad had done nothing to restrain
terrorist outfits, operating from its
soil, even as it professed eager-
ness to resume talks. Its argument
that violence would stop once the
talks began was strange, and nei-
ther convinced India nor the in-
ternational community. There
could not be meaningful talks for
resolving outstanding issues and
normalising bilateral relations
when the guns of terrorist outfits

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, at the inauguration of the
renovated ‘Rajangana’ huilding of the Sri Krishna Temple in Udupi
on Thursday. Also seen are the Union Ministers,

Mr. Dhananjaya Kumar, Mr. Ananth Kumar, Ms. Uma Bharti and
Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, the Karnataka Governor,

Mrs. Rama Devi, Sri Visvesha Theertha Swamiji of Paryaya
Pejavar Math and the Karnataka Chief Minister, Mr. S.M. Krishna.
— Photo: K. Bhagya Prakash (Report on Page 13)

did their own talking, he re-
marked.

Vitiated atmosphere

Expressing concern at the vio-
lence unleashed by Pakistan-
based militant organisations, the
Prime Minister said that these ac-
tivities had vitiated the atmo-
sphere for resumption of talks
between the two countries. Ter-
rorist attacks on Indian security
forces and civilians had increased
both in number and in their grav-
ity. The incidents at the Red Fort

and the Srinagar airport, com-
bined with the threat to strike at
the Prime Minister’s Office,
showed that militant outfits, op-
posed to peace and normalcy in
the State, were alarmed at the
prospects of a fruitful dialogue
between India and Pakistan.
Asked about the increased
threat perception among other
countries after the second test-fir-
ing of Agni-1i, the Prime Minister
said the test was not a threat to
any country. It was only a step in
self-defence and India did not
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have any aggressive designs, he

added.

‘Statute panel
independent’

On the resignation of Mr. Suku- |
mar Azhikode from the Constitu-

tion Review Committee,

criticising the BJP Government .

for interfering in its activities, Mr.

Vajpayee said the Committee was '

an independent body, outside
Government control and that
such allegations should not have
been levelled. Asked about the
criticisms from certain quarters of
the “Sangh Parivar” against the
economic policies of the Govern-
ment and the stand vis-a-vis the
WTO, he said the Government
would change its policies accord-
ing to the requirements. Review-
ing policies was a continuous
process. ‘“We have to take advan-

tage of criticisms and take reme- |

dial measures.”

On the increasing criminalisa- |

tion of politics, Mr. Vajpayee said
that the BJP had already decided
not to field candidates with a
criminal background. If required,
laws could be made to prevent it,
or existing laws could be amend-
ed, he pointed out.

On the BJP's poll prospects in |

the coming Assembly polls in five
States, Mr. Vajpayee said it was
too early to make a prediction but
sounded optimistic about the
party’s chances.

To another question, he said
there was no proposal to impose
President’s rule in West Bengal.
About his health, Mr. Vajpayee
said: “My health is good. I am
careful about it. There is nothing
to report about it.”




" LAST MAJOR STEP BEFORE INDUCTION

Agni-ll second 5%%

By Atul Aneja *,\9 -

NEW DELHI, JAN. 17. India today
successfully carried out the sec-
ond test of the Agni-II missile to
bridge a key gap in its evolving

nuclear forces. ‘ \
According to an officidl state-

ment, the missile was tésted in
its “final operational configu-
ration”, meaning the final de-
sign for the ‘“ready for battle”
Agni has now been frozen. This
is the last major step prior to
the induction of this weapon.

| Highly-placed sources in the
Government said the test was
timed for the departure of Mr.
‘ Li Peng, number two in the Chi-
|

nese hierarchy, from Indian
soil. This was necessary to sig-
- nal to the Chinese that the test
was not directed against them.
India’s linkage of its nuclear
tests to a threat from China
| soured it/sn;elations with Beijing

in the past. In fact, China, along
with Pakistan, the United
States, the U.K, Germany and
Japan, was given prior intim-
ation about the test, a Foreign
Office spokesman said.

The Agni tested today has a
range of “about 2000 km”. As in
the case of the first test in April,
1999, the missile was powered
solely by the user-friendly solid

! A threat, says Pak.: Page 13

fuel. It was launched at 1001
hours from a mobile launcher
at the Interim Test Range at
Chandipur in Orissa.

The significance of today’s
test lies in its linkage with the
Pokhran nuclear tests. While
the tests had given India a ca-
pability to design atomic war-
heads, they did not address the

question of delivering them.
The develow/t%“ the Agni

THE HINDU

LI——
-—
-
— -
-

19

successful
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addresses this deficiency.

PM’s pat for DRDO
UNI reports:

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has congrat-
ulated scientists and engineers
of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation for
the Agni-II's second successful
test flight this morning.

Mr. Vajpayee also spoke on
the phone to Dr. Y.K. Atre, Sci-
entific Adviser to the Defence
Minister, at the interim test
range at Chandipur and con-
gratulated him. Earlier, Mr.
Fernandes informed the Prime
Minister of the successful
launch. (A PTI report from Ber-
lin quoted the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, as
saying that the successful test-
firing of Agni-1I would not trig-
ger an arms race in the sub-
continent.)

yd




HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 17

WITH THE long-range Agni II missile
moving closer to assembly line production,
the stage is now set fox the government to
put in place the "command and control”
structure for India's nuclear force.

A draft nuclear doctrine, prepared by the
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee, has
recommended that Indian nuclear forces be
headed by a 'three star’ general.

The draft, under consideration of the
Cabinet Committee on Sccurity (CCS) for
some months now, details broad contours
of the nuclear forces, together with sugges-
tions about control of the nuclear button,

Highly placed government sources indi-
cated that the draft proposed that the
nuclear button should be in the hands of
the head of the civilian sct-up. The nuclear
force commander, the draft says, would be
responsible for land. air and seca-based
nuclear delivery systems.

anagement, on its part, has advocated
placement of nuclear torces under the pro-
posed Chiet of Defence Staff (CDS).

The CDS will be the "single-point military
advisor" to the civilian set-up but will be on
par with the chiefs of staff of the three ser-
vices.

However, there are inter-services differ-

ences over the creation of the CDS post.
While the Army and the Navy have come
out in its favour, the Air Force has advocat-
cd status quo and feels that there is no need
for a CDS. )

There are a number of other issues that
have to be resolved by the government
before a decision is taken on the nuciear
force.

For instance, till Azni II took to the skies
this morning, the Air Force had been rec-

e set for N-force command structiire

%({, \\ \{\J&The Task Force on Higher Defence

ommending formation of a nuclear air com-
mand as it felt that it was the only strategic
force. The Air Force view was that the Army
was never intended to be a nuclear capable
force as the policy on tactical weapons was-
n't yet clear. Even a nuclear role for the
Navy was ruled out by the 1AF as the N-sub
is still on the drawing board. o

However, Army Chief General §S.
Padmanabhan last week spoke clearly
about the Army's nuclear role. He laid
emphasis on the second day (May 13, 1998)
of '‘Shakti' series of nuclear tests at Pokhgan
which tested low-yield devices. The succéss-
ful test of the Agni II missile with the final
operational configuration, carves out for
the Indian Army, a major role in managing
land-based nuclear weapons.

While the Air Force is already N-capable,
time has come for the Indian Navy to speed
up the N-submarine project to be able to
complete the triad. It is in this context that
the government needs to bring its nuclear
forces under a single umbrella.
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The Sukhoi contro

he recent agreement between

Russia and India for licensed

production of the Su-30 MKI

multi-role combat aircraft

has evoked considerable in-
terest. Not surprising, considering that
the 140 aircraft production programme
streiching over 17 years and worth over
Rs 15,000 crore makes it the most expen-
sive defence programme in Indian histo-
ry and the single largest defence deal
ever signed by Russia with a foreign
country.

The Su-30 purchase since its very in-
ception has attracted comments on two
quite disparate counts. The first, as ex-
pected in any major defence purchase, is
the lack of transparency and the real or
imagined aspects of corruption. The
second is the strategic and operational
implication of the programme. So in-
volved have the issues become that it be-

omes difficult to separate the two.

At the 1993 Bangalore air show, the
3u-27 (of which the Su-30 is a derivative)
vas on display. At the time, the air chief,
A.C.M. Raul, had categorically stated
hat such an aircraft was irrelevant to
ndia’s air doctrine. In a subsequent
joint Indian air force-Confederation of
indian Industry seminar in February
1994, Kaul was openly critical of the in-
different product support being provid-
ed by the Russians to the detriment of
IAF’s operational capability and ap-
pealed to the private sector to helpinthe
indigenization process. Clearly in early
1994, neither the Su-27 nor the Russian
aviation industry was in favour with the
TAFR

In a surprising turnaround and with-
out any perceptible change on the na-
tional security horizon, by April 1995,
the IAF was evaluating the Su-27. Con-
sidering that the in-service staff re-
guirement process for such major sys-
tems itself extends to some years, this
sudden change was intriguing. Equally
surprising was the unusually hasty deci-
sion-making process resulting in the
purchase of 40 aircraft with an advance
of Rs 880 crore paid by April 1996.

he decision to opt for the Su-30

I MKI (I denoting India) was based
on an evaluation of the Su-27. The
former was to be a significantly different
and heavier derivative with major de-
sign changes to the airframe, engines,
undercarriage and avionics. The Indian
government hence committed its re-
sources to a major development pro-
gramme in Russia at a time when the
Russian aviation industry was flounder-
ing. It was undergoing considerable
downsizing with the Russian air force
not placing any orders on it, internation-
al media was reporting major financial
irregularities and it was seriously de-
faulting in support to the IAF. Tradition-

he author is a retired air marshal of
e Indian air force

'K AV

A

ally, the governjnent of India is not
known for taking\such bold risks ir ve-
spect of defence prpgrammes as the ser-
vices know to their peril.

To complicate matters, this major de-
cision was taken by a caretaker Con-
gress government, resulting in the then
Bharatiya Janata Party opposition lodg-
ing a strong protest. Following sitbse-
quent elections, the Janata Dal govern-
ment endorsed the previous govern-

Chengappa mentions that in 1990 the
nuclear weapon design was being opti-
mized for carriage on the Mirage 2000
with the issue of single-versus-two crew
still to be resolved. Had this integration
failed, then in late 1993 Kaul would have
known and his response in Bangalore to-
wards a new induction not been nega-
tive. A fair assumption is that by 1993 the
nuclear weapon had successfully been
integrated with the Mirage 2000. If oper-

—

ment’s decision and later the shortlived
BJP administration maintained starus
quo. The present government has now
taken the programme a major step fur-
ther. Reasons for the change of heart on
the BJP’s part have not been made
known. This programme has had the
support of three governments of differ
ent political persuasions —— 1n itself a
rare phenomenon in Indian governance.

The first eight aircraft of phase one
designated Su-30 K, but in reality Su-27
two-seat Trainers not required by the
Russian air force, were formally induct-
ed into the TAF in June 1997. Since then
the programme has hit turbulence with
reports of old components being fitted,
serious delays in the development sched-
ule and both sides pointing fingers at
each other.

1t was with the unfolding of the nu-
clear scenaric in 1998 and the publica-
tion of two books on the Indian nuclear
programme (India’s Nuclear Bomb by
George Perkovich and Weapons of Peace
by Raj Chengappa), that the possible nu-
clear connection has emerged. While
this would appear probable and justify
some of the earlier happenings, major
question marks still remain.

‘ The decision to opt for
Su-30 MKI was based
on an evaluation of
the Su-27 ,

S

ationally a two-man crew was preferred,
then the Mirage 2000 Trainers were
availabie although additional procure-
ments would have been necessary, an
item reportedly on the TAF agenda.

Even if the Mirage was perceived to
have limitations and was an interim so-
lution. a two-squadron nuclear strike
force of Su-30 should have been adequate
for a nuclear deterrent posture. After all
nuclear wars, if fought at all, can only be
shortlived.

Vith both India and Pakistan having
declared themselves nuclear weapon
states. there is a growing view amongst
defencs analysts that future conflicts, if
any, will be limited in nature. The pres-
sure on the armed forces to refrain from
escalating even sach limited conflicts,
Test thev inadvertently cross the nuclear
threshold, will put severe limitations on

Versy

the respective air forces in deploy-
ing strategic strike aircraft or indeed
surface-to-surface missiles. Kargil was
a preview of the shape of things to
come.

oday the IAF has squadrons of the
I Jaguar, Mirage 2000. Mig 27 and
Mig 29 amongst others. In due
course, two squadrons of Su-30 MKI
would be operational. This is a consider-
able force to display a deterrent posture
as also for offensive operations includ-
ing nuclear strike. Why then has the gov-
ernment committed itself now toasix to
seven-squadron force of an exorbitantly
expensive and over-performing weapon
system in the contextof the Indian secu-
rity scene when the crying need was for
the Mig 21 replacement - - a light combat
aircraft?

One had expected that the decision to
go in for licensed production would have
been taken within the contours of an
overall strategic defence review that the
government had promised. It needs re-
calling that late in 1998, the government
announced its intention to put in place a
national security council and its sup-
porting structures of a strategic policy
group and the national security adviso-
ry board. The task of the SPG was to pro-
vide inter-ministerial coordination and
conduct strategic reviews.The NSAB
was to provide long term prognosis,
analysis and solutions to policy issues
referred toit.

The SPG was to have conducted the
promised SDR based on which the NSC
would presumably have evolved nation-
al security policy and priorities. Con-
cerned ministries. including the min-
istry of defence. would then bhave
evolved their respective strategies.
Force development objectives. training,
re-equipment and operational plans of
the armed forces would have emerged
from this logical sequence.

It is now well known that this emi-
nently logical sequence was not followed
and the draft “Indian nuclear doctrine”
prepared by NSAB was officially re-
leased for debate. Where the doctrine
now stands is not known. While there is
talk of an SDR having been forinulated.
whether it has been deliberated and ac
cepted by the NSC is doubtfui since the
latter has not even met.

ack of or indiscriminate modern-
| jzation of the armed forces is
detrimental to national securiiy.
Licensed production of Su-30 would ap-
pear to fall in the latter category. Since
the country is now committed to the Su-
30 weapon system in India’s armoury.
the IAF needs to get on with operational-
izing the system unencumbered. A gov-
ernment paper providing the entire
background would enable security ob-
servers to determine whether this pro-
gramme is a strategic security impera-
tive or a monumental blunder. The con-
troversy can then be laid to rest A



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
and AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, Jan. 15. — The
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today reviewed the
situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir and rejected the notion of
tripartite talks with Pakistan
to resolve the Kashmir issue.

The unambiguous rejection ca-
me after an informal meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on Secu-
rity, a PMO source confirmed.
Along with other issues, the
CCS discussed the statement
from Pakistan foreign office on
Friday that floated the tripar-
tite process of negotiations for a
peaceful settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute.

The meeting was convened at
the PM's residence and was
attended by senior members of
the CCS. The statement rejec-
ting the concept of tripartite
talks came from the foreign mi-
nistry spokesman this evening.

“Regarding a Pakistan foreign
ministry statement about a
Hurriyat delegation going to
Pakistan for preparing the
ground for a tripartite process of
negotiation, we would like to

talks

Q/Q/\ §e 1

NAMBIAR MEETS MUSHARRAF

NEW DELHI, Jan. 15. — The Indian High Commissioner in
Pakistan, Mr VK Nambiar, called on Gen Pervez Musharraf
this morning. In this first meeting with the Pakistani ruler, he
conveyed India’s stand that it was ready for a dialogue if Isla-
mabad stopped supporting cross-border terrorism. Sources here
said Gen Musharraf expressed regret over the threat made by
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiyaba to the PMO. — SNS

make it clear that there is no
question of a tripartite process
and India rejects the very notion
of tripartite talks,” he said.

On Friday, Pakistan had call-
ed upon India to enable all Hur-
riyat delegation members to
progeed to Pakistan to prepare
grounds for a tripartite process.

The spokesman clarified that
the government had not taken
any stand on the request to
issue a passport to Hurriyat
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani.

The Hurriyat chairman, Mr
Abdul Gani Bhat, expressed
hope that the Centre would
issue passports to all its leaders
to visit Pakistan. He said
though they had set today as the
date for travelling to Pakistan,
“when one is going to find a
solution to a very big issue puch

small things can be adjusted”.

The fresh spurt in terrorism
continued to haunt Kashmir
today, with militants gunning
down the son of a National
Conference leader and his dri-
ver at Bandipora while three
foreign militants and a security
jawan were among the eight
killed since last night in other
parts of the valley.

In view of the growing mili-
tant attacks in the state even
after the extension of the cease-
fire, Mr LK Advani said the
Cabinet Committee on Security
would review the “overall situ-
ation” before 26 January, when
the ceasefire ends.

Stating that “we are not ready
to believe that the Pakistan
government has no control over
militants”, the home minister

THE STATESMAN
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PM rules out tripartite

with Pakistan
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said the CCS would review the
peace process.

“If militant attacks, such as
the one on Dr Faroog Abdullah,

go on, we will have to sec in

what manner the peace nitic
tive will continue,” he said.

In an encouraging sign for he
government, 74 per ccot of
some two-and-a-half lakh vo-
ters today cast ballots defving
threats and boycoti calls by
militants and Hurriyar in the
opening day of the first phase of
panchayat polls in J&K.

Nuke seminar: India and Pa-
kistan have to take concerted
measures to prevent any accl-
dental use of nuclear weapons,
foreign affairs experts from the
two countries said at a seminar
in Islamabad today. They were
unanimous that nuclear tests
by the two in 1998 made South
Asia more stable.

Call to check bigots: Mi
Vajpayee today said the wopld
was witnessing a battle b(/erveen
religious liberalism and dunda-
mentalism, and only a joint eff-
ort by secular and liberal forces
would check fundamentalists.

o More reports on page 8 y



Army chief for J&K

truce extensmn

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 12

INDIAN ARMY Chief General S.
Padmanabhan today came out in
favour of extending the cease-fire
in Jammu & Kashmir beyond
Republic Day as its advantages
sutweighed its disadvantages.

A confident General Padmanab-
han said: "The extension of cease-
fire is a decision that the Indian
Government will have to take. My
advice, if I am allowed (to make
one), will be yes because it is a
good thing to continue with."

Interacting with the media for
the first time since he assumed
office three months ago, the Army
Chief said, the situation in
Kashmir was on the upswing.

He blamed foreign mercenaries
operating under the banner of
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed for the continuing
violence. "Homegrown" Kashmiri
militants, he said, were sick and
tired of fighting.

W 4

Suggesting that thcre was less of
fighting and a little more of talking
in Kashmir, Gen Padmanabhan
said it would soon be difficult for
these groups to . operate in the
State. The Chief maintained that
the Army was still carrying out

“surgical strikes" in Kashmir on the
basis of hard intelligence

that cross-border mﬁl
tration apd firing had reduced
after Pakistan's maximum réstraint
offer, he, however, rubbished
Pakistan's claims of a pull-out from
LoC and the international border
in J&K.

"No frontline troops have been
pulled back by Pakistan either

. from LoC or from the Jammu bor-

der." Only those Pakistani troeps,
who were deployed in depth or
were training during the winter
have gone back to their barracks,
he asserted.

He said the Army had indeed
pulled back some troops though
Pakistan's gesture was temporary
and nc* ificant enough.



“Brajesh rules
out summit

with Pak for

the moment
Jay moina 111 \%’

Bali (Indonesia), January 12

INDIA RULED out the possibility
of an Indo-Pak summit 'at the pres-
ent moment' even as reports from
Islamabad speculated on Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee's intent to
invite Pakistan's Chief Executive
Gen Pervez Musharraf to New
Delhi for talks. 9._() é v Lo

Clarifying India’s posidon tdday,
the Prime Minister's National
Security Advisor Brajesh Mishra
told reporters that "no invitation
had been extended to Gen
Musharraf."

There was
"no move, at
present, to
hold an
Indo-Pak
summit," he
s aid.
However, "I
do not rule
out such a
possibility in
the future,”
he added.

On granti- o
ng travel documents to the
Hurriyat leaders for their pro-
posed visit to Pakistan, Mishra
said, "a decision would be taken
after the Prime Minister returns to
New Delhi this weekend”. He
refused to elaborate further.
Mishra expressed concern at the
rise of attacks against civilians in
the ongoing second phase of the
Ramzan ceasefire.

On the Red Fort attack and the
threat to PMO, he said "such activ-
ities are being guided from
Pakistani soil." The Government
would soon review the situation on
the Indian™ide of LoC and decide
on how to proceed further.

Earlier during the day, while
replying to a query over media
reports suggesting that Gen
Musharraf was ready to visit India
for a dialogue on Kashmir, Mr
Vajpayee is reported to have
remarked, " have seen the report,
but no date has been fixed as yet."

Reports of an imminent Indo-
Pak summit were denied by
Minister of State for External
Affairs Ajit Panja, who is accompa-
ing Vajpayee on his week-long
/isit.
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_~THE SUCCESSFUL LCA TEST FLIGHT

THERE IS WIDESPREAD exultation over the
successful test flight of the Light Combat Air-
craft which has been on the drawing boards
since 1983. It is very likely that quite a few trial
flights must have preceded the test flight be-
fore a decision was taken to make an announ-
cement of it. This should help lift the cloud of
gloom over the inordinate delay over the LCA
but there cannot be real euphoria over it since
the Defence Ministry does not expect that it
could join the Indian Air Force fleet until 2012
or even 2015. \j,\ﬂ. ‘.)

The LCA has still a long way to go >ore it
develops combat worthiness to be ablelto en-
sure effective aerial defence for the country.
This should make it clear that the successful
completion of its test flight has just taken itto a
stage where it could be equipped with the very
wide range of equipment required for not
merely making it an effective fighter aircraft
but also producing squadrons of the same. The
demands it will have to meet include the jam-
ming of enemy radars as well as engaging in
night warfare. The claims made about the LCA
being an indigenously designed combat air-
craft with just a four-tonne combat load would
also merit some scrutiny though this is not
intended to belittle the painstaking research
and development which has gone into the pro-
gramme. The LCA will have to wait until 2005
before it can be fitted with the Kaveri engine
now being developed in Russia and it will,
therefore, have to fly till then with the U.S.
built GE 404 engines. If the development and
production of an engine has to be completed
and produced in Russia in spite of its having
been visualised in India, it also exposes the
need for our having to seek foreign support for
this major project. The technological skills
which India has for designing and making the
LCA do not make it completely self-supporting
to ensure serial production of the aircraft. This
requires infrastructural and engineering facil-

ities which this country lacks in view of the still
lingering inadequacy of our industrial sector.
The initial resort to the U.S.-made GE-404 en-
gine as a substitute for the Kaveri engine sug-
gests that these two engines are of the same
genre. This indicates that there is no major
advance in technology for making the LCA
wholly different from the existing genre of
combat aircraft. Such a breakthrough can be
expected only if both the airframe as well as
the engine are of a wholly new and advanced
technology which is still regarded as an impps-
sibility at the present state of ’aerznauﬁcal
knowledge and skills. '

r
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This throws up questions about the en-
deavours which can go into achieving original-
ity and indigenousness with a fighter aircraft

in view of the likes of it having taken to the |

skies much earlier. They should probably re-
late to the efforts to make the IAF a “lean and
mean force” (which is not a very pleasing de-
scription as it gives out a sinister ring)
achieved with substantial reductions in weight
and a swiftness in strike capability for distin-
guishing the LCA from other comparable air-
craft. The objective is to ensure that the IAF
keeps itself ahead of the potential hostile
neighbours, principally Pakistan, in its aerial
defence capabilities. This implies that the
Aeronautical Development Authority (ADA),
which has designed and developed the LCA,
and the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. which will
be manufacturing it, have to ensure that the
technology going into the LCA will have to re-
main state-of-the-art by incorporating the on-
going improvements in the same. This will
make very exacting demands on the LCA pro-
gramme since it will have to depend to a sub-
stantial extent on U.S. companies such as
Lockheed Martin for supplies of crucial com-
ponents the continuity of which could be
wrecked by changes in U.S. attitudes with
which India has become familiar. /d
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_Defence team visits BDL unit

- k]
/\"‘ V- \ By Our Staff Reporter t A

HYDERABAD, JAN. 5. A high-level team of the Ministry
of Defence was learnt to have arrived in lthe city
today to probe the accidental firing of a shoft-range
missile at the Milan complex of the Bharat Dynamics
Limited (BDL) here on Thursday. One person was
killed and five others injured in the mishap, which
occurred in the presence of the Defence Secretary,

| Mr. Yogendra Narain.

The team visited the unit at Kanchanbagh where
work has come to a grinding halt after the accident,
which took place during a demonstration. No offi-
cials from the BDL were however, available for com-
ments
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A holiday was declared at the BDL today and the
establishment remained bereft of any activity. With
Saturday and Sunday being holidays, the normal
functioning is likely to commence only on Monday.

Meanwhile, the condition of the injured admitted
to two city hospitals was said to be stable. According
to Mr. Neeraj Saxena, brother of Mr. Rajiv Saxena,
one of the injured, a minor surgery was performed at
the Yashoda Hospital on Friday morning to remove a
few splinters from the left hand and chest. Two oth-
ers, Mr. Prabhakar Rao and Mr. Challa Rao, were also
admitted here. The hospital’s medical superintend-
ent, Dr. A. Lingaiah, said specialists were attending

to the injured. /
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- Flight to the future

THE COUNTRY set out in 1983 to build a front rank, multi-
role, supersonic fighter aircraft for the future. Foreign collabo-
ration was not deemed necessary to build the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA), projected to serve as the backbone of India’s
tighter fleet. The programme proceeded after some critical ini-
tial support from the US in the provision of an engine and fly-
by-wire technology for the prototype. Foreign technology is
likely to be also needed in the future for the advanced avionics
and electronic warfare equipment _that a state of-the-art 21s
century fighter will need. & D

The LCA came home yesterday wit prototype clearixig a
flight of 18 minutes, about five years behind schedule and after
a considerable cost over-run. There is a long way to go. The .
indigenous Kaveri engine is far from being complete, and near-
ly two-fifths of the airplane’s systems are still awaited. This
could take a dozen more years by which time further techno-
logical upgrades will be needed to keep the LCA in the front-
line. Many will ask if this is not a qulxotlc mlsadventure Many

air force officers have asked whether, in strategically unsettled
times, India would have been better served by sticking to off-
the-shelf purchases of foreign-made fighters.

Scepticism is entirely in order. It needs to be appreciated that
fewer than 10 countries in the world manufacture supersonic
fighter aircraft. India is in a position to apply for membership
to that club. India can master the basic engineering of the
LCA, given a few more years. The delays in the LCA project
are partly on account of the bureaucracy. But it will be difficult
to develop the entire range of advanced technologies
from scratch. \

The work culture and the organisation pg\ttErn of the yefence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) gannot
escape scrutiny, considering the fate of other key projects like
the Arjun main battle tank. The DRDO is said to be unelthu-
siastic even about liaising fruitfully with the three armed\ser-
vices. Indeed, the LCA venture has been a huge learfiing
experience and technologies and skills of extremely high order
have been or are being absorbed. It may be too early to raise
a toast, but denying the experts a pat pfi the back would be
uncharitable given the conditi and pressures under
which they have had to work. /
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Successful ECA v
test- ﬂlght% S

India in elite ¢

The Times of india News Service

BANGALORE: India joined a
select group of countries when it
successfully launched its maiden
test-flight of the indigenously-
manufactured Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) from the
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
i (HAL) airstrip here on Thursday.
The maiden flight of the first

Demonstrator 1

U
ub

Laboratory (DRDL), Hyderabad,
and everyone associated with the
programme, Mr Fernandes said
there was no looking back as far as
aeronautics was concerned. He also
congratulated the pilot who com-
mandeered the maiden flight.
Hitting out at critics of the pro-
gramme, Mr Fernandes said¢ ™1
know there will be people who will

! LCA Technology }F|_|G|-|T T0 ,GLORY » Eﬁd jeaous about

of the two support Mirage 2000
aircraft which flew along with the
LCA during its inaugural flight.
Conceived in 1983, the LCA is
an advanced technology single-
seater, single- engine, supersonic
lightweight aircraft. It is an all-
. weather, multi-role, air-superiority
fighter designed for air-to-air, air-
to-ground and air-to-sea combat.
Terming the event a red-letter
day in India’s defence history,
defence minister George
Fernandes said India had demon-
strated its prowess in acronautics to
the world. Congratulating the scien-
tists of the Defence Research and

Development Organisation
(DRDO), the Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA), the
Aeronautical Development
Establishment (ADE), the Defence

esearch and Development

" (TD-1) aircraft s progress
took off at 10.18 aeronautics.
a.m. The flight, e should ignore
which lasted all. But
about 20 minutes, : there are also
was  comman- §¢ : et several others
deered by Wing | @ Launch flight commandeered by } who want to join
Commander} WingCommander Rajiv Kothival ] hands with us,
Rajiv Kothiyal of | e Air Marshal A.Y. Tipnis fiies and we welcome
the National Test { alongside in support aircraft them. If they
Flight  Centre, | @ Second and third prototypes to | want to be associ-
Aeronautical ! = roll out this year ated with the
Development LCA  project,
Agency (ADA). ¢ :{f:ﬁié“ngﬂtI:ndes congratulate they are most
Chief of Air Staff welcome.”

Air Marshal A.Y. Tipnis was in one Mr Fernandes said Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee was
elated when told of the achieve-

ment and congratulated all the rsrfé/

entists involved in the program
The defence minister remarked
that he was so excited that he
wanted to inform the Prime
Minister soon after the LCA pro-
totype took off, but his colleagues
advised him to hold on until the
aircraft’s touchdown.

According to Mr Fernandes,
India’s defence potential will go up
when the fully-equipped LCA 1s
inducted into the Indian Air Force.
Admitting that the development of
the prototype had taken long, he
said the long haul had been fruit-
ful. “The development of the
design and technology has been
the result of the toil of scientists
and workers associated with the
project.”

ORY: Celebrated British physicist

SHOE-STRING
mind by the Ol Woman’s Shoe at the Hanging Gardens
‘Strings 2001 a six-day international conference on Str

(Repo Page 3)

THE TIMES OF INDIA



/ Restru 1 q}mg

Y THE end of September, the
four special task forces set up by
the Government to look at the
recommendations of the Subrah-
manyam Committee (that reviewed the
security system in the wake of Kargil).

submitted their reports to the Group of

Ministers (GoM) which will take the final
decisions. For three months now, the
GoM has considered not just the volumi-
nous main report, but also the distilled
views of the expert committees. These
task forces looked at the intelligence ap-
paratus, internal security, border man-
agement and defence management.
Though the winter session of Parliament
was supposed to discuss the Subrah-
manyam Committee’s report, it failed to.

It is about time the GoM made up its
mind what final shape it should give to
the various recommendations for a com-
prehensive revamp of the defence estab-
lishment and coordination among
various security as well as intelligence
agencies around the countryfIntegrating
the intelligence services and ensuring a
greater level of interaction among the
various agencies — the Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB), the Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) and Military Intelligence to name
the top ones — should take precedence
over other issues. With continuing vio-
lence in Kashmir and the Northeast,
which also involve borders with neigh-
bouring countries, speed is of the es-
sence. Having created a National Security
Council (NSC), an Advisory Board and ap-
pointed a National Security Adviser
(NSA), the GoM must make sure there is
no duplication or overlap of responsib-
ilities. Too many cooks spoil the broth.
The focus must be on vertical as well as
lateral coordination so that every piece of
intelligence is considered seriously and
acted upon. One arm of the Government
must not work against the other, or in
competition, and this is particularly true
for the IB and the RAW. They must sup-
plement and complement each other and
also encourage the intelligence wings of
the State Government to share informa-
tion. An apex council, comprising all
these agencies, must be able to sift
through all intelligence reports regularly

and enable the NSA Yo provide detailed
input to the Prime Minister and the Cabi-
net Committee on Security.

On the question of internal security, a
number of problem States and areas have
already been identified. Some States are
hit by insurgency, a few others face prob-
lems from naxalites and left extremists,
while a handful of States have to deal with
communal tensions. These issues need to
be addressed and reviewed constantly as
part of the exercise to improve internal
security. (In the Rajiv Gandhi adminis-
tration, there was a Minister of State in

step up security. The spillover effect is
also something that causes a lot of con-
cern. The other aspect of border manage-
ment relates to maritime borders. The
Bay of Bengal, the Indian Ocean and the
Arabian Sea have all to be watched and
constantly monitored. Apart from the ter-
ritorial or security related tensions, the
whole question of administering the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone has to be consid-
ered.

The final aspect of the review revolves
around the restructuring of the Ministry
of Defence (MoD). Independent of the

Ensurtng greater interaction among the
various intelligence agencies should take
precedence over other issues.

the Home Ministry exclusively dealing
with internal security.}) There is need for
close and constant interaction with the
troubled States, overall management of
paramilitary forces along with the Rapid
Action Force, and helping the States en-
hance their intelligence and security sys-
tems. The IB and the RAW must share
whatever intelligence they have with the
affected States, particularly when they are
on the borders, so that the focus can shift
to prevention)

The task force on border management
has come up with its own recommenda-
tions, based on the Subrahmanyam re-
port. This deals with the north and the
west on one side, and the eastern flanks
on the other. The porous borders on both
sides posed serious challenges and the
whole Kargil intrusion was a fallout of the
traditional practices in winter along the
Line of Control (LoC), as against the pro-
cedures adopted along the boundaries.
The Government is raising a fence along
the border with Bangladesh, but it will
take a few years to complete. Many of the
militant groups in the Northeast are re-
ported to be moving in and out of the
neighbouring countries — even function-
ing out of them. All these have to be reck-
oned with in evolving an effective
mechanism to monitor the borders and

Arun Singh task force, the Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, has promised
a revamp of the MoD to bring about a
healthier interaction among the service
chiefs and the bureaucrats. This will in-
volve a revamp of the entire defence es-
tablishment to increase the level of
coordination among the three services
and the MoD, and also providing the ser-
vice chiefs greater say in decision-mak-
ing. The Arun Singh committee has made
some far-reaching suggestions in this re-
gard and the GoM must decide quickly
how to effect the changes.

A major recommendation from the
Arun Singh task force is the creation of
the post of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).
An earlier debate in the MoD centered
over what would suit the Indian context
— the CDS or the Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff. Both have their advantages and
problems, but a final decision should de-
pend on which system can operate better
in the Indian scenario. The task force has
preferred the DCS option, under which
the seniormost officer from the services
becomes the CDS and represents all the
three wings. There will be a Vice-Chief of
Defence Staff to liaise with the command-
ers. The purpose of this institution is to
integrate the functioning of all services
and remove the element of insularity in

defence & security

By V. Jayanth

their operations. The CDS will be in a po-
sition to optimise the available resources
and prioritise the requirements.

The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, is
the alternative and an American model.
Here, the seniormost among the three
service chiefs becomes the Chairman and
the post rotates among the chiefs, as and
when they retire. After considering this
option, the Arun Singh task force has sug-
gested the CDS as that would become a
full-fledged institution by itself. When a
CDS does into effect, the rank of Defence
Secretary, who is a bureaucrat, will also
have to be promoted to that of a Principal
Secretary, so that they remain on equal
terms. Whatever the new system, the
equation of the defence chief with the
NSC must also be worked out. The impor-
tant thing is to avoid duplication of effort.

But the more sensitive issue that the
GoM and the Defence Minister in partic-
ular must sort out is integration between
the uniformed services and the bureau-
crats. Senior defence officials will have to
be posted in the MoD, and some IAS offi-
cers should also be taken into each of the
services so that there is greater interac-
tion, a give and take. There is bound to be
resistance from both sides, but the exer-
cise must start from somewhere. At least
at the level of Joint Secretaries, some IAS
officials will have to be inducted into the
three services in the administrative head-
quarters, while second or third level offi-
cers from the Army, the Air Force and the
Navy must also be taken into the MoD, so
that they could bring their expertise to
play on matters relating to their force.

The Kargil affair has provided an inval-
uable opportunity for the Government to
take a close look at the entire defence and
security scenario in the country and make
some long overdue as well as sweeping
changes to the systems. Without concen-
trating powers in any individual or agen-
cy, the GoM must decentralise powers
and bring about a friendly interaction and
coordination among all the Government
agencies involved in these sensitive du-
ties. The decisions must be left to the
Government, but the Cabinet must have
the best and right inputs to take the right
decisions in the national interest.
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A RED LETTER DAY, 'SAYS FERNANDES

“LCA test flight successful

By Rasheed Kappan \“\

BANGALORE, JAN. 4. Creating avia-
tion history, India’s indigenously-
built Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Technology Demonstrator 1 (TD
1) undertook its landmark first
flight on Thursday.

Cushioned by a smooth takeoff
and touchdown, the 18- minute
flawless, maiden flight put the
LCA project firmly in the Flight
Test mode. The ‘‘red letter day” of
Indian aeronautical industry, as
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, put it, had finally ar-
rived.

Piloted by Wg. Cdr. Rajiv Kothi-
yal of the National Flight Test
Centre, Aeronautical Develop-
ment Agency (ADA), the aircraft
lifted off the Bangalore airport
runway at 10.18 a.m. Watched by
the Defence Minister and eager
scientists and escorted by Air
Chief Marshal AY. Tipnis in one
of the two chasing Mirage-2000
aircraft, the LCA climbed to a
height of 3,000 m before a neat
touchdown. It clocked as
450 kmph. 2 B

The country’s &econd indige-
nous jet fighter after the HF-24
Marut of the Fifties had “‘success”
written all over. “‘The flight met all
the test parameters set for the
process,” ADA officials said. Ec-
static, the LCA Programme Direc-
tor and Designer, Dr. Kota
Harinarayana, certified its suc-
cess.

LCA, the advanced technology,

eeﬁ ol

The LCA taking off on its maiden flight in Bangalore on Thursday.

single-seat, single-engine, super-
sonic, lightweight, all-weather,
multi-role, air superiority fighter
designed for air-to-air, air-to-
ground and air-to-sea combat
¢Toles had crossed its first major

“hurdle “The end of the begin-
ning," Air Chief Marshal Tipnis
said.

Conceived in 1983, the Rs.
2,500-crore  LCA programme
completed its Project Definition
Phase in 1989, and the Full Scale
Engineering Development (FSED)
Phase 1 was sanctioned in 1993.
The basic design was finalised in
1990; two prototypes were origi-
nally meant to fly the next year
and manufacture was scheduled

to start by 1995. Plagued ev:
since by the U.S. sanctions and
delays, the project has now got a
fillip with the successful maiden
flight. The aircraft design is confi-
gured to match stringent de-
mands of modern combat
scenario, including speed, accel-
eration, manoeuvrability and
agility. Also incorporated are fea-
tures such as short takeoff and
landing, excellent flight perform-
ance, safety, reliability and main-
tainability.

The LCA’s development effort
is spearheaded by the ADA and
assisted by the Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) and a host
of defence research and develop-

ment organisations, besides vari-
ous public and private sector
establishments.

‘A day of triumph’

Calling it a “'day of triumph”

for the country’s scientists, engi- |

neers, technicians and all those |

associated with the project, Mr.

Fernandes said the team’s deter-
mination and perseverance final-
ly silenced the ‘‘demoralising”
critics. The country has now
joined a select group of eight na-
tions which have the capability to
develop their own supersonic
ﬁghter aircraft.

“Itisa proud moment, a histor-
ic mllesyne in Indian military
i " said Air Chief Marshal

awing attention to the road
ahead. “‘Many more aeronautical
heights need to be achieved. The
efforts of all those working for the
project need to be redoubled to
ensure that the aircraft became a
frontier fighter aircraft of the
IAF.”

PTI reports:

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, expressed hap-
piness over the successful test
flight and congratulated scientists
and engineers and “‘everyone’’ as-

sociated with the project, Mr. Fer- |

nandes told presspersons.
The Karnataka Chief Minister,

Mr. S.M. Krishna, also congratu- |

lated the scientists.

More reports on Page 14
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LCA far from acquiring
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" By Atul Aneja 9 7 W
NEW DELHI, JAN. 4. The maiden flight of the Light Com-
bat Aircraft {LCA) this morning is an important mile-
stone in the development of this plane. But the
much-delay¢d LCA is expected to take years before it
can be fielddd in combat.

The LCA, at one point of time, was meant to be the
backbone of the fighter fleet of the Indian Air Force.
Designed as a multipurpose plane, it was meant to
intercept incoming hostile planes as well as to un-
dertake ground attack offensive missions deep into
enemy territory. Not surprisingly, designers say that
the plane can attack with a four-tonne combat load.
Apart from interdiction, the LCA was meant to be
technologically equipped to jam enemy radars as
well as specialise in night warfare.

Given its multi-role capability, the LCA’s induc-
tion was central to make the IAF a “lean and mean
force” based on hi-tech multipurpose planes. It was
also meant as replacement for most of the MiG se-
ries planes with the TAF,

Despite this morning'’s flight, the LCA may be de-
layed. According to the Ministry of Defence, the LCA
may be ready for combat duty “‘not before 2012, and
probable by 2015”. That would mean that the in-
terdiction of this plane will take place after 32 years
of its sanction in 1983. An estimated Rs. 3,000 crores
have already been invested in this project.

The development of engines is central to this pro-
ject. India’s earlier venture, the HF-24, which was
developed with German help in the sixties, suffered
because of an underpowered engine. Several HF-24s
were shot down during combat with Pakistan as they
were lethargic in pulling up after a strike on account
of a deficient engine. The Kaveri engine, which is
being developed for the LCA, has already completed
more than 1000 hours of testing in Russia. The LCA
is expected to be fitted with the Kaveri engines by
2005 and during initial trials it is being powered by

> combat w
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the U.S.-built GE-404 engines. Given the delays in
developing the LCA, the IAF has made its contingen-
cy plans. It has already signed a nearly $ 3- billion
deal for manufacturing around 140 Russian origin
SU-30 planes in India. With the acquisition of over
seven squadrons, which would be progressively in-
ducted, the multi-role SU-30 is likely to be the back-
bone of the IAF in the next 20 years or so. The IAF is

also upgrading the MiG-21 planes in order to off-set

the LCA delays.

Since the LCA is likely to take another 15 years to
develop, technologically it may not be the frontline
plane at the lapse of this period. In fact, the IAF by
then may be looking for technologically superior al-
ternative to the SU-30 by then. The IAF’s interest in
the LCA by 2015 is therefore questionable.

Development of the LCA, however, will help in
creating valuable infrastructure, generating ad-

fﬁﬁﬁEdciﬁ”ﬁef‘ﬁ;iiié?ib“f&ﬁ%?fei‘awm“re
SLRDC avionic systems
flown in LCA

By Our Staff Reporter
HYDERABAD, JAN. 4. The Strategic Electronics Re-

search and Design Centre (SLRDC) at the Hindustan |

Aeronatics Limited (HAL) here has announced that
eight avionic systems designed by it had flown in the
maiden flight of the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
here on Wednesday.

In a press release, Mr. S.K. Rawal, General Manag-
er, SLDRC, said the systems included the main com-
munication system for air-to-air and air-to-ground
communication, a standby communication system,
aradio altimeter for measuring the aircraft's altitude
while in flight, an audio management unit for giving
different audio signals to the pilot and an identifica-
tion friend or foe unit.
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Centre examines

UK Blea

By OurR CORRESPONDENT ,r{‘/ :

New Delhi, Jan. 1: The govern-
ment has started examining the
request made by Britain for
remission of sentence awarded to
Peter Bleach for his involvement
in the Purlieu arms dropping case
in December 1995.

According to a home ministry
spokesperson, the process will
take some time as a large number
of inter-ministerial discussions
are to be held on the issue. Britain
had made a formal request to
India for the release of Peter
Bleach, last month. The British
foreign sccretary Robin Cook
had written a letter to his Indian
counter part external affairs min-
ister Jas want Singh“requesting
his release in the first week of
December.

The request made by the British
authorities was a follow up of
concerns conveyed by British
home secretary Jack Straw to
Union home minister L.K Advani
that London wanted a “non-dis-
criminatory” treatment for Mr
Bleach. The British government
had earlier maintained that it had

-y
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no intention of interfering in the
Indian judicial process. But the
issue has figured in the frequent
talks between the leaders of the
two countries.

The issue also came up when
Mr Jaswant Singh visited Britain
last November. He had then
assured Mr Cook that he would
“review the matter.”

Of the 14 accused charge sheet-
ed in the case, seven were
absconding while the remaining
faced trial. After completion of
trial, six foreigners namely Peter
Bleach from Britain and Alexan-
der Klichine, Igor Moshvitine,
Oleg Gaidaoh, Evguent Anti-
menko and Igor Timmerman
from Latvia.

The seventh accused Vinay
Kumar Singh was found not
guilty by the court. Those con-
victed filed appeals in the Calcut-
ta high court. The home ministry
spokesperson said that though the
appeals have been listed, the date
of hearing is yet to be fixed. In
July last year the President remit-
ted the sentence of the five Lat;
vians and they were rele
from the Presidency Jail.
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By Atul Aneja H\',")\
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‘Point sésshgig by India’.

NEW DELHL, JAN. 1. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
indicated that Indian forces were
now holding Point 5353, a 17,561-
feet high feature which is impor-
tant for the defence of a key sector
on the Line of Control (LoC) in
Kashmir. During his latest visit to
the border areas, he stood on this
peak and got himself photo-
graphed.

The issue of control over the
point triggered a major controver-
sy last year. Highly-placed Govern-
ment forces said Pakistan had
occupied the feature, located on
the LoC, during the Kargil war.

It is not clear whether the Pakis-
tani forces vacated the feature at
the end of the Kargil war and sub-
sequently re-occupied it or never
left this high ground in the first
place. By occupying the point, it
kept a strict vigil on Marpo La, a
key pass on the LoC which India
dominates. Occupation had also
supplemented Pakistan’s observa-
tion of the national Highway 1A.

It is not clear from Mr. Fer-
nandes’ statement whether Pakis-
tan vacated this area on its own or
whether the height had been re-
captured by Indian forces. Never-
theless, by controlling this height,
India — in a military sense — had
consolidated its hold over the LoC,

occupation of the point and its
subsequent control by India raises |
a key question. Is it a violation of a |
confidence-building  agreement

concluded by both sides? !

According to Mr. Fernandes, Pa- |
kistan, according to a report of the ,
United Nations, “‘re-deployed” a |
division of its troops from the bor- \
der in the wake of the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
peace initiative in Kashmir. But
“taking in view the long borders,
redeployment of one division can-
not be termed as adequate”; he
observed. A conventional division
comprises of around 10,000
troops.

Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) had added a new di-+
mension to its anti-India
campaign after the Prime Minis-
ter's declaration. Mr. Fernandes
described the recent riots in Nepal
and largescale destruction of prop-
erty belonging to Indians as part of
a “plot against India”. Anti-India
feelings, he said, were being
spread by the ISI in a calculated
manner.

India was ready to hold a dia-
logue with all its neighbours, in-
cluding Pakistan. Islamabad, on its
part, should reciprocate the initia-
tive by containing ISI activities and
eliminating cross-border terror-
ism, he observed.
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mentary standing commitlee on
defence has expressed regret over
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the delays in commencement of

the Project Sea Bird, which.is one
of the most strategic and ambitious
projects of the Indian Navy.

“Such projects which are vital for
nation’s security, deserve to be
accorded high priority and com-
pleted expeditiously,” views the
committee in its latest report which
was tabled in the Lok Sabha. The

efence panel unhappy over”

val project Sea Bird

Project Sea Bird at Karwar was
cleared by the Cabinet committee
on political affairs in August 1985
and in 1995 the Union Cabinet
approvcd the construction of the
reduced phase-I of the project at a
cost of Rs 1294.41 crores which is
planned to be completed by year
2005.

The delay in the project has-

mainly.been due to severe resource
crunch which extended till 1995
and due to acquisition of land and
evacuation of the affected families.
The committee notes that the basic
aim to establish a naval base at

Karwar apart from strategic rea-
sons was to decongest the existing
naval base in on western coast,
particularly Mumbai naval base.
Keeping in view - the future
requirements of Navy, particularly
for aircraft carriers, the committee
said that necessary specialised
facilities tor dry docking and
berthing of the aircraft carriers
should be created at Karwar which
at present are not available to the
Indian Navy at any naval base on
west coast. It added thaf the exist-

ing ports are al‘r}adfm/er severe
strain.
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/_H7igh-tech systems being deployed |
wf;; along LoC, says Army chief

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The Army
has begun to deploy unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs), remote
sensing detectors and sensors on
the LoC, while making deter-
mined efforts to fence the {00-km
Jammu- Pathankot stretch of in-
ternational border to check infil-
tration into Jammu and Kashmir.

A wide range of sensors, inte-
grated observation equipment,
hand-held thermal images and
unattended ground sensors have
been put in place along the 800-
km long LoC after long trials, Ar-
my officials said.

The first batch of high aliitude
UAVs, which would enable the Ar-
my to “spot movements’ across
the LoC, have been deployed, the
Army chief, Gen. S. Padmanah-
han, said, adding “we have asked
for more and will get them™.

His remarks come with the tur-
bulent State recently witnessing
an upsurge in attacks, particularly

by Pakistani mercenary groups,
which have rejected the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee's unilateral ceasefire and
its extension.  Gen. S. Padma-
nabhan has hinted that special
forces - the para-commandos -
would be used in surprise raids, to
exploit the advantages of recent
placement of hi-tech equipment.

The Army chief said that if the
peace process gained momen-
tum, Army’s prime role would be
to block infiltration along the
LoC.

Some Kashmiri militant groups
were clamouring for ceasefire as
security forces, through sustained
operations, had achieved total
ground domination.

The installation of hi-tech sen-
sors has made infiltration across
the LoC perilous, and the ISI has
now shifted the focus to the 100-
km long stretch of international
border facing Jammu division,

and over 56 attempts to sneak
across were detected during the
past two months alone.

To counter the menace, the
Government has redoubled ef-
forts to take up the electric fenc-
ing of the stretch at war footing
with security force personnel, in-
cluding those of the Army and the
BSF taking on the task as civilian
contractors turned tail on being
fired upon by Pakistani Rangers.
Army officials expressed determi-
nation to go ahead with the fenc-
ing.

The Pakistanis who did not in-
terfere with the fencing work on
the Punjab border have threat-
ened they would not allow the in-
ternational border in Jammu and
Kashmir to be fenced. The Army
officials said wide-ranging sen-
sors could pick up movement of
militants as well as troops build-
up, to allow enough reaction time
to security forces to surprise infil-
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trating groups.

“We missed such sensors in
Kargil conflict,” top Army officials
said, adding a large number of
such sensors had been installed
after evaluation and field trials.

They said more such sensors
were being procured.

New DGOS

Lt. Gen. Vijay Lall today took
over as Director General Ord-

nance Services (DGOS) and se- .

nior Colonel Commandant of
Army Ordnance Corps.

A National Defence Academy
(NDA) and Indian Military Acade-
my (IMA) graduate, Lt. Gen. Vijay
Lall took over from Lt. Gen. Bhat-
nagar who retired from services
today, an official statement said
here.

Prior to the new assignments,
Lt. Gen. Lall commanded the col-
lege of materials management at
Jabalpur. — PT1
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