Jaswants amendment rejected”

(o
By Neena Vyas 9 /P
NEW DELHI, JULY 29. The attempt by the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, to tone down the reso-
lution on the Agra summit met with stiff resistance
from the Bharatiya Janata Party’s national executive
committee yesterday, with the result that an amend-
ment suggested by him was rejected.

The mood of the members of the executive was so
strong against Pakistan and its Pakistan President,
General Pervez Musharraf, that Mr. Jaswant Singh
could not have his way. It seems that Mr. Singh
wanted a sentence added at the end of the resolution
to say that the party hoped Pakistan would respond
positively to the need for peace. But several mem-
bers would not have it, pointing out that it would

! negate the strongly-worded resolution which crit-

icised the “jehadi’” mentality of the Pakistan estab-
lishment and stated that the Government should
draw “appropriate conclusions” if Pakistan contin-
ued to adopt a ‘‘negative posture”. After the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Union Home
Minister, L. K. Advani, intervened, the Jaswant Singh
suggestion was dropped.

The members were also-critical of the “‘unilateral”
confidence building measures announced by India

ahead of the su d wanted clarifications
whether these would e implemented (as an-
nounced by Mr. Jaswant $ingh at his Agra press con-
ference). Mr. Singh was virtually forced to concede
that there could not be unilateral implementation of
establishing more entry points for visiting Pakista-
nis.

In fact, the very announcement that India was
willing to establish more check-points for Pakistanis
wishing to travel to this country (including one on
the Rajasthan-Pakistan border) was criticised by the
former Rajasthan Chief Minister, Mr. Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, who said if it was done ‘‘Rajasthan
would become another Kashmir”.

Other members charged that the summit had al-
lowed General Musharraf to come here, walk all over
his guests, insult them in every possible way and
walk away.

There was also some anger against the media. “The
Pakistani media came prepared to fly the Pakistani
flag, but the Indian media did not keep in mind the
national concerns,” one executive member lament-

ed later, saying that this too was mentioped at the
executive committee meeting. /
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«\}’ %a Smart tactical move 3}3\

deploymg Omar Abdullah as Jaswant Singh’s junior in
the External Affairs Ministry the Prime Minister has made
the first tactical move on the post-Agra chess board. It may
not be a promotion in the usual sense because Abdullah re-
' mains a minister of state, but in context, it does amount to
giving him some special responsibilities. In moving Abdullah
to South Block a strong message has been sent out that an
elected representative of Jammu and Kashmir will not be
confined to the fringes of government. It backs up Jaswant
Singh’s line that “J&K is at the core of Indian nationhood.”
Since it is the MEA which plays the lead role in dealing with
: the larger issues of the state, it could serve as a confidence
building measure with some sections of the people there. A
. direct Kashmiri-input will be visibly available for policy-
! formulation.
It is in the international sphere that the new minister’s role
| could prove most productive. Nobody could have better cre-
| dentials than a Muslim from J&K to debunk the propaganda
of religion being an issue and under attack there. His lineage
. too would be respected when he speaks of the state having
decisively opted to link itself with India. In his comparatively
, brief tenure as a minister he has displayed the capacity to do
" his homework, present a convincing case in the legislature. In
some ways it is an onerous burden that has been placed on his
' shoulders and he would have to strive hard to deliver. It
would also be imperative that he now seeks to develop a
strong political base and get larger sections of Kashmiri
: society to recognise him as one of their key representatives.
There would also be need for other tactical initiatives in the
wake of the Agra stalemate. The attacks on the Amarnath
Yatris and massacres in Doda confirm that the militants are
now bent upon raising violence to levels as high as possible.
The security forces will have to crack down hard and yet not
revive the practices that earngd them the resentment of the
local populace. The cauldrop’ cannot be permitted to reach
boiling point once again.



By OUR SPECIAL
Conxnsrowm

‘New Delhi; July 26: The CPI(M)
on Thursda{ charged Union home
minister L.K. Advani with playing’
in the hands of Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf and attempting
to disfupt peace process between
India and Pakistan by making
provocative statements and ruling
out discussion on the question of
autonomy to Jammu and Kashmir.
“The question of autonomy to
Kashmir cannot be clubbed with
the issue of Centre-state relations
and giving. greater powers to the
states within India’s federal Con-
stitution. The special status to
Kashmir must be accepted. Any
attempt to try and negate this will
only fuel greater dissatisfaction
and bolster extremist activities,”
CPI(M) general secretary Harkis-
han Singh Surjeet said here. .
. “The whole country is interested
to atlay the fears of the people of
Kashmir and restore to them the
promisés on which Jummu and

370 of the Constitution was spe-
cially drafted for this purpose,” he

Kashiitir acceded to India. Article

Advani trying t
disrupt Indo-Pa
peace tal : CPM

said, adding “that there has been a -
continuous erosion of Article 370
which has led to a degree of dissat-
isfaction amongst the people of the
state which was utilised by “the
extremlst forces and our oountry s
enemies.”

“He recalled that former Prime

Minister P.V. Nagasimha Rao had
stated on the question of granting
autonomy that “the sky is the
limit” and that the Sheikh Abdul-
lah-Indira Gandhi Accord of 1975 -
recognised erosion plementa-
tion of. the provision§ of Article
370 and committed to, correct
them.

He demanded that the Centre
must engage in wide-ranging con-
sultations to grant greater autono-
my to the state and ensure effective
implementation of the provisions
under Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion.

He said the Vajpayee-lsd govern-
ment cannot be allowed to. “play
into -the hands” of extremists. by
outnghtly rejecting any - discus-

- sions on the question of autonomy.

He alleged that the Union home
minister was toeing the RSS lin
on trifurcation of Kashmir. /
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M Continued from Page 1 . -
state for South Asia Christina Rocca,
day visit. An MEA spokesperson said N ]
India visit that the Bush administration was not taking a position on the*
agenda of discussions between India and Pakistan.

The spokesperson said India’s position on Kashmir is well known and
has been conveyed to the US administration on several occasxops Tﬁe
official said India was capable of defending its position.

The official said the US had told India it is not taking a posmon on the
agenda of Indo-Pak discussions ok invqlving itself in negotiatiofs
between the two nations unless asked by both sides. This was clarified 8y
Ms Rocca, who met external affairs minister Jaswant Singh and Mr Bra~
jesh Mishra, Prime Minister’s principal secretary, and MEA officials. ::.

The spokesperson was asked about a remark by President Bush brack-
eting Kashmir with Kosovo and comments by US secretary of state Colin
Powell that ‘Washington will do everything it can to lend its “geod
offices” to the improvement of relations between India and Pakistan and
the difficult outstanding issues, whethigr it is Kashmir or nuclear issues.

New Delhi said-it had noted the recent comments made-at the political
level in the US govemment conceming Indo-Pak relations. India said ﬁm
twaq nations share the belief that tensions in South Asia must be resolved
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by the countries irj ?vmwgpcaqeful means. yzd
iews don’t

need to match
US: MEA ¢
By OUr C‘ORRESPONDEI)VZ ’?/

New - Delhi, July - 26:
President George W. Bush’s
statemernit linking .Jamimu and -
Kashmir with. Kosovo has put
the Indian’ foreign office in a
peculiar position. The MEA on
Thursday issued a guarded
response, saying New Delhi’s
views on Kashmir need not coin-
cide. with that of Washiggton.

Mr.Bush, addr mg troops
in Kosovo, -had said the US
would work with Nato allies to
promote freedom and tolerance
from. Kosovo to Kashmir and
from the Middle East to
Northern Ireland. _

The MEA downplayed the
statement, saying it was satisfied,
with the US position as reite]
ed by assistant ‘secret )
# Turn to Page 2
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ILE STEPPING up the
military mobilisation
against Pakistan, the Vaj-

payee government, on Sunday,
firmed up support for its actions
against Pakistan. The government
got all the Opposition parties sign
on the “no means will be spared”
strategy that it has used against Pak-
istan. At a meeting with the Oppo-
sition parties here on Sunday to
enhance the country’s leverage by
stressing unanimous support for
the government’s aggressive diplo-
macy, the government managed to
secure an unambiguous nod from
all its domestic rivals.

Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, again ruled out the pos-
sibility of holding talks with Gen-
eal Mushaxafon the sidelines of
Lthe forthcoming SAARC summit in

Kathmandu; Though he left the
door open for a possible meeting
between the two foreign ministers.
The success of the “mission co-
option” was obvious when the
Opposition parties agreed to the
suggestion to be part of the high-
level delegations to be despatched
soon to foreign capitals for lining
up support. The initiative of the
government showed its sensitivity
to possible costs of any impression
of division at a critical juncture.
The government told the Oppo-
sition that it wanted to utilise the
SAARC summit to force Pakistan
. 10 take a clear stand against ter-

Govt vetoes
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TURBULENT TIMEs: Prime Minister Vajpayee presides
over an all-party meet on the worsening Indo-Pak

relations in New Delhi on Sunday. — AFP

FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL THEATRE
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rorism. India plans to move a strong
anti-terrorism resolution which
will, echoing resolution 1373 of the
United Nations, seek to shut out
the scope for promotion of cross-
border terrorism with the help of
any alibi — freedom struggle or
jehad. Briefing Opposition leaders
of the plan, Mr Jaswant Singh
sounded confident that the pro-
posed resolution may put Pakistan
in a tight spot leaving it with the
options of either giving up its sup-
port for terrorism or face isolation
by appearing an inconsistent part-
ner in the fight against terrorism.

The Opposition supported the
government’s decision to serve Pak-
istan with a list of terrorists and
criminals like Dawood Ibrahim
whom it will like Islamabad to hand

over. The list containing specific
names will reduce the scope for
excuses by Pakistan. The meeting
saw an agreement over the need
for special efforts to secure the sup-
port of the Islamic countries. The
need to concentrate on this partic-
ular bloc is felt in view of the tilt of
the Organisation of Islamic Coun-
tries as well as some individual Arab
nations towards Pakistan. Some of
the participants felt that India, just
like the US, should take the pre-
caution of ensuring that its fight
against Pakistan is not seen through
the “civilizational” prism.

Mr Vajpayee suggested that one
of the delegations should be led by
the leader of opposition, Ms Sonia
Gandhi. Chances are that the gov-
ernment, conscious of BJP’s por-

4o 4

trayal as a Hindu outfit, may want
the proposed delegation to Islamic
nations to be led by an opposition
leader. Emerging from the meet-
ing, participants from the opposi-
tion side stressed that they will like
the government to exhaust all pos-
sible diplomatic options before
moving on to other trajectory. They
said that the military option didn’t
come up for discussion. Former
finance minister, Mr Manmohan
Singh, said: “The general feeling is !
that maximum scope should be giv-
en to diplomatic efforts.” This is not
very different from what the gov-
ernment and the BJP itself have
been saying, and, at the same time
leaves the government with
enough leeway to explore non-
diplomatic means if they become |
unavoidable.

There was consensus that
mobilisation undertaken by India
was defensive, and that it was a vic-
tim of on-going proxy war, not the
aggressor. For the government,
Left’s support for its actions must
be gratifying in view of the carping
criticism from the two Communist
parties. It was only on Saturday that
the Prime Minister gave vent to his
anguish over the Left’s attacks at
the meeting of the BJP national
executive. Mr Vajpayee said, citing
the instances of the Communist
responses to the Quit India Move-
ment of 1942 and Chinese aggres-
sion in 1962, that the Left had
always been out of line with the
national mood. However, he made
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A SHOT IN THE ARM FOR TWO LEADERS

diplo

NEW DELHI, Dec. 30. — The
government and the Opposition
today reached a consensus at an
all-party meeting that the Centre
should step up diplomatic offen-
sive against Pakistan. Both sides
agreed that the country should
wait for the results of the offensive
before considering military op-
tion.
Assured of the Opposition’s
support, the government would
. begin a fresh diplomatic offensive
against Pakistan by demanding
extradition of several criminals
wanted in India, Qut safe on the
other side of the-border. The
meeting also endorsed Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s suggestion to
send all-party delegations fo for-
eign capitals to secure intern-
ational support for India. /
Speaking to reporters dfter the
two-hour meeting at the Prime
Minister’s residence, M¢ Pramod
Mahajan said diplomati¢ offensive
would be the first priofity for the
Centre. The build-up/ of troops
along the border “Wag a 200 per

cent defensive deployment” and
India was more “aggrieved than
aggressive,” Mr asserted.

“The government does not want
war. No sane person will go for

war. But if it’s thrust upon us, then .

we'll face it unitedly,” the
parliamentary affairs minister

said. This wak the opinion of all -

leaders who attended the meeting,
he said. Pakistan bas not given
enough proof to show that it’s
acting against terrorism after the
13 December attack, he added.

The meeting, Mr Maha]an said,
was “highly ‘constructive” and
there was an “excellent show of
unity.”

Opposition leaders unanim-
ously backed such steps as

recalling the Indian high commi- -

ssioner from Pakistan. They
argued that the country should
give a fitting reply if war is thrust
on it.

Some of the Opposition leaders
wanted to know about the

Opp supports
matic war

}{(’(/"\“”) e

country’s military preparations,
They were assured that the
country was fully prepared to face
any eventuality. However, Mr
Mahajan said, the military steps
were not discussed in the meeting.

The government and the
Opposition agreed to send
delegations led by important
leaders to different countries to
plead India’s case. Opposition
leaders would participate in this
mission and even lead some of the
teams, Mr Mahajan said. They
would begin their work by the
second week of January. However,
the list of places to be visited and
the list of team members are yet to

NEW DELHI, Dec. 30. - Mr
George  Fernandes  was
canspicuous by his absence at
the meeting. He was asked to

skip the to avoid fresh
controversy. ‘Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayse told the ition

jers that be didn’t compel
the dﬁfm minister to attend

meé sinee some of them
have reservations about

might

him. - “If 1 'had insisted, Mr
Femandes
cancelled

would have

be finalised, Mr Mahajan said.
The focus would be on the
European Union countries,
Russia, China and a few others.

India would send a list of
“criminals wanted” to Pakistan.
Mr Mabhajan didn’t say how many
names would be there on the list
and when it would be given to
Pakistan. Some names under
consideration include Dawood
Ibrahim and Masood Azhar.

An Opposition leader, present
at the meeting, said Mr Jaswant
Singh told the leaders that

Pakistan has arrested 9J persons
in connection with terrorist
activities, but India has not been
provided with any details. Strong
measures were needed against the
criminals, he said. The minister
also felt that Americans are now
showing more understanding of
the Indian situation.

Mr Mahajan said Mr Vajpayee
told the Opposition that terrorism
would be discussed at the Saarc
conference at Kathmandu early
next year. Asked if Mr Singh was
likely to meet Mr Abdul Sattar, he
said no decision has yet been
taken in this regard.

Many suggested that Mrs Sonia
Gandhi should be present at the
Saarc session. The Centre felt that
there was no room for the move
according to the rules, but the
government has no problems in
principle. Mr AB Bardhan and
Miss Mamata Banerjee asked for
a stronger focus on terrorism at
the Saarc meeting.

Briefing party leaders, the
Prime Minister said by attacking
Parliament, the terrorists had
crossed the lakshmanrekha. Mr
Vajpayee, in his opening remarks,
said he had spoken to several
world leaders after the attack and
the global opinion seemed to be
that Pakistan could be pressurised
to stop sponsoring cross-border
terrorism. ]

Mr LK Advani and Mr
Yashwant Sinha attended the
meeting. Among the Opposition
leaders present were Mr Man-
mohan Singh, Mr HS Surjeet, Mr
P Sangma, Mr Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh and Mr RG Yadav. Mr
Yerran Naidu and Ms Mayawati
could not attend the meeting.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security will meet tomorrow to
discuss the present crisis and take
stock of the diplomatic offensive
against Pakistan.

Mr George Fernandes, visiting
the border areas, today said there
was no “war-like situation” adds
UNL

Photdgraph on page 2
More reports on page 3

Border tension
obstacle to
crackdown:

Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, Dec, 30. — Gene-

Pervez Musharraf today said
Indxan military build-up along the
border “acted as an obstacle” to
crack down on extremists.

He was speaking to the media
here after presiding over an all-
party meeting.

At the meeting, political parties
rallied behind the military regime
and assured the President of “full
support”.

Asked about his planned crack-
down on the militant organisa-
tions, Gen Musharraf said: “I
want to eradicate militancy, extre-
mism and intolerance from Pakis-
tani society. 1 would like to
eradicate all terrorism from the
soil of Pakistan.”

He said: “The tension created
by India on our borders in fact is
creating obstacles and hurdles
and it is slowing down the process
that I wanted to follow myself for
Pakistan.”

The Musharraf government for
the first time established official
contact with former Prime Mini-
ster Mrs Benazir Bhutto and invi-
ted her Pakistan People’s Party to
the meeting.

PPP sources said Pakistan’s
consul-general in Dubai, Mr
Amanullah Larik, called on Mrs
Bhutto and delivered an official
invitation to her party.

The PPP vice-chairperson, Mr
Mukdhum Fahim, was authorised
to attend the meeting but failed to
make it because of non-availa-
bility of flights, the sources said.

About dialogue with India, he
said: “If Prime Minister (Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee) does not want
the dialogue, I am not at all keen
about it. I am for dialogue and I
keep on saying this and he keeps
on rejecting which gives me the
feeling that I am begging India.”

Gen Musharraf will fly to Nepal
via China for the Saarc summit in
Kathmandu, officials said.

The Pakistani foreign minister,
Mr Abdul Sattar, said the “most
worrying signal” for Pakistan was
that India had started moving its
forces from peacetime locations
not only from the west but also
from the east for military action
which "could be “extremely
dangerous.”
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eyes Saarc Hieet

By Siddharth Varadarajan
Times News Network
NEW DELHI: After several days
of heated rhetoric and tough diplo-
matic measures, the Vajpayee gov-
ernment has indicated that a meet-
ing between external affairs minis-
ter Jaswant Singh and his Pakistani
counterpart, Abdul Sattar, could
take place at the sidelines of next
week’s  Saarc  summit  in

Kathmandu.

Insisting that the situation
between India and Pakistan “is not
as bad as it appears”, a senior offi-
cial told The Times of India that
everyone was determined the
Saarc summit would
proceed as planned.
“There will be side-
line bilaterals, though
not at the top,” he
said. “But barring
some major catastro-
phe, which is not hard
to imagine given our
relationship and his-
tory, Mr Singh and
Mr Sattar will most
probably meet in
Kathmandu.”

The possibility of a
Jaswant-Sattar meeting was also
discussed in a telephore conversa-
tion the external affairs minister
had with US. Secretary of State
Colin Powell on Friday. According
to official sources, Mr Powell
called “to feel the pulse” and to
assure India that the U.S. was ask-
ing Pakistan to take action against
terrorist groups based on its soil.

During his telephone call, Mr
Powell apparently asked Mr Singh
whether the Saarc summit could
go ahead without contentious
1ssues arising. “We said yes, it could
and would,” the official noted.

While appreciating India’s con-
cerns—and the “minimal nature” of
the diplomatic sanctions it has taken

£ Barring
some major

m Sattar will
most probably
meet in

Kathmandu J

so far—Mr Powell said the U.S. “did
not want India to create a situation
where Gen Musharraf is seen as act-
ing under coercion”. Gen
Musharraf had assured the U.S. he
would act, Mr Powell apparently
told Mr Singh, “but there must be
no humiliation involved”. He also
communicated U.S. concern that the
military build-up on the Indo-Pak
border could weaken the hunt for
Osama bin Laden by forcing
Pakistan to redeploy troops away
from its frontier with Afghanistan
and constrain American air- and
sea-based operations.

On the probability of Pakistan
acting against the
LeT and Jaish terror-
ist outfits, Mr Singh
said that the
Musharraf govern-
ment had deliberate-
ly allowed Jaish chief
Masood Azhar to go
underground. He
added that the idea
of the Lashkar and
Jaish offices shutting
down in Pakistan
only to be reopened
in Pakistan-occupied

as proved Islamabad was
not bemg sincere. Mr Powell said
the U.S. had its compulsions, that it
needed Pakistan’s support, but that
it would continue to exert pressure.

Mr Singh is also said to have
communicated India’s concern
that Washington’s excessive focus
on Arab Al Qaida members might
actually be allowing the anti-
Indian jehadi groups to regroup.
“Pakistan is not arresting any of
the Pakistani Al Qaida or Taliban
members when they leave
Afghanistan and the US. is also
not insisting they be handed over.
Basically, terrorists are being trans-
ferred from wespto east,” the offi-
cial said.
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NEW DELHI: Stepping up its
diplomatic offensive against
Pakistan, India on Thursday night
decided to scale down by half the
staff strength of the high commis-
sions in both the countries and
banned Pakistani flights over
Indian airspace from January 1,
accusing Isﬁlmabad of not domg
enough to curb cross-bor-
der terrorism.

The cabinet committee
on security (CCS) meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee also
decided that the staff and
families of the Pakistani
mission here would not be
allowed to move beyond
the municipal limits of
Delhi.

Both the missions in
New Delhi and Islamabad
have a sanctioned strength
of 110 personnel, exclud-
ing families. The scaling- }
down decision will be
implemented in 48 hours.

Thursday night's deci-
sions came on top of the

recall of Indian high com- BSF troopers on a patrol near the Line of Control in ¢
K. the Ramgarh sector in Kashmir on Thursday.

missioner  Vijay

Pakistan has done has been only
cosmetic and to dupe the interna-
tional community.”

The two-day deadline for scal-
ing down of the missions will
begin at 6 am on Friday.

Last week, the Indian govern-
ment had also decided to cancel
bus and rail links between the two

THE WIRED STATE

of duping the international com- |

munity with half-measures, non-
measures and fictitious incidents,
Mr Singh said, “This is not accept-
able.”

Maintaining that Pakistan’s
steps against the Lashkar and the
Jaish were inadequate, he said,
“Terrorism cannot simply be justi-
fied on any grounds or
any name. It must be
W eradicated fully.”

Mr Singh said Pakistan
needed to show by its
actions that it had seri-
ously joined the coalition
against terrorism. “If you
have joined the interna-
tional coalition against
terrorism, please act in
accordance with what you
stated as your objective in
joining the coalition,” he
said.

“The totality of rejec-
tion by the entire cross-
section of our country’s
opinion about Pakistan’s
continued sponsorship of
cross-border terrorism
and promotion of terror-
ism as an instrument of

Nambiar after Pakistan
was accused of not taking com-
prehensive action on the Indian
demand for proceeding against
Pakistan-based terrorist outfits
Jaish-e-Muhammad and Lashkar-
e-Toiba for their involvement in
the audacious December 13
attack on parliament.

About the possibility of a war
between the two countries, exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant Singh
told mediapersons, “There is no
no need for anyone to worry. We
are fully prepared. Whatever

countries from January 1.

On the restriction imposed on
the movement of Pakistani staff in
Delhi, Mr Singh sajd, “This is par-
tlcularly important in the context
of recent events of the
Pakistan high commission being
involved in espionage as well as
direct dealmgs with terrorist
organisations.”

About the possibility of air
strikes on Pakistan, Mr Singh said
he would not discuss military mat-
ters in public. Accusing Islamabad

state policy has not been
appreciated by Islamabad,” he
added. Mr Singh said he would
not speculate as to what other
options remained. “Let us not
speculate,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan on
Thursday vowed to respond to
India’s diplomatic sanctions in a
“tit-for-tat manner”, saying it
would also downgrade embassy
representation and ban Indian
planes from its airspace. (agencies)
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'PM spoke to

By Our Special Correspondent %Q

NEW DELHI, DEC. 24. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had taken the Leader of the
Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, into confidence,
on the recall of the Indian High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Mr. Vijay Nambiar. According to
Congress sources, Mr. Vajpayee spoke to Ms.
Gandhi on December 21 before announcing the
decision to recall Mr Nambiar.

The Prime Minister’s initiative in taking Ms.
Gandhi into confidence before taking such an
important step is an indication of the unity and
solidarity in the country’s political leadership on
the question of fighting Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism.

The entire Opposition led by Ms. Gandhi had
pledged its support to the Government following

recalling Nampiar: Gong.

Sonid before

\

In her speech during the debate in the Lok
Sabha on the situation| arising out of the terrorist
strike, Ms. Gandhi had said that her party “will
back the Government”. She also emphasised the
need for the nation “to stand together in
solidarity and the need of the hour was for
political parties to rise above political and
partisan considerations’’.

While the Government had consulted Ms.
Gandbhi, it appears to have kept the other
Opposition parties out of the loop. The CPI(M)
general secretary, Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
was critical of the Government for not taking the
Opposition parties into confidence
recalling Mr. Nambiar.

the suicide attack on Parliament. \19) -




Indiain a spot as

Pak plays it cool

(W\

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 22

PAKISTAN’S REFUSAL to do a
tit-for-tat downscaling of its Mis-
sion in India represents a diplo-
matic complication for India.
External Affairs Ministry sour-
ces today said if Islamabad does
not recall High Commissioner
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, New Del-
hi may deal with his number
two, Jail Abbas Jilani.

“There is no precedence by
which India can act,” an official
said. If General Pervez Mushar-
raf does not recall Qazi as his
Foreign Office says, India will
ignore his presence. Unless of
course, New Delhi decides to ask
- the Pakistan Government to
recall some of its diplomats post-
ed here in confirmation of its
downscaled status.

Though sources say a list of 67
officials have been drawn up for
withdrawal of privileges, the
implementation of this step
would depend on Pakistan’s
response to the international
pressure to rein in Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba. Sources said the next
few days would be crucial as
Musharraf is presently in China
and some concrete steps may be
taken on the diplomatic front
only after his return.

Jilani, the Deputy Chief of
Mission, is the official in touch
with South Block. He was called
by Foreign Secretary Chokila
Iyer yesterday and handed over a
letter asking his Government to
take possession of the five déad
terrorists who carried out the
December 13 raid on Parliament.

W1

\

I-'easlhlhty study

THE GOVERNMENT has directed the Army and the RAW to pre-
pare a blueprint of the “risks and challenges” the country could
encounter in the event of a strike across the LoC at terrorist
camps in PoK. Though Army deployment along the international
border and the LoC has been increased substantially, there is no
proposal yet to take out PoK terrorist camps. Officials said the
move to gear up the Army and make Intelligence agencies proac-
tive, especially in picking up Intelligence across the border, is
[—based on a proposal by Jaswant Singh.

HTC, New Delhi

On a day-to-day level, the Joint
Secretary manning the Pakistan
desk of the MEA will be in touch
with him.

Meanwhile, Vijay Nambiar, the
Indian High Commissioner in
Islamabad, is understood to be
“making arrangements for his
return” to India. The Deputy
Chief of Mission, Sudhir Vyas,
will be in charge till diplomatic
relations return to normal.

New Delhi’s tough posture was
evident yetragain today when the
MEA spokesperson said India
would not be satisfied with mere
freezing of the bank accounts of
Lashkar as reported in the me-
dia. “There is no room for pre-
varication here. The LeT is a ter-
rorist group against which we
want comprehensive action, in-
cluding the arrest of its leaders.”

Commenting on today’s devel-
opments, which includes a fresh
statement from President Bush
asking Pakistan to take steps
against LeT and other terrorist
groups, she said: “This is pre-
cisely what we have called upon
Pakistan to do. The internation-
al community will judge the

response by what concrete steps
Pakistan takes.”

Next target?'lllegal Pak
migrants

After recalling the envoy and
snapping bus and rail links wjth
Pakistan, India would now setlits
eyes on ‘tracing and deporting’
Pakistani nationals staying ile-
gally in the country, according to
Union Minister of State for
Home C Vidyasagar Rao.

All the States have been asked
to expedite the process of ‘identi-
fying, arresting and deporting’
illegal immigrants, he told
reporters here today.

Out of over 13,000 Pakistanis
overstaying in India, about 2,000
had ‘gone underground and were
not traceable’ and the State gov-
ernments had been alerted to go
after them in the wake of* the
December 13 attack, he said.

In another initiative to effec-
tively monitor the foreigners’
flow into the country, ail the 65
designated immigration check-
points were being brought
the control of Union
istry, Rao said.




STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE gf\ -

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22. — The Left is
truly left out and has reasons to feel
snubbed by the government, especially,
the Prime Minister. Therefore, the new

| found “Opposition unity” wag clearly

lacking in the Opposition response to
*he government decision to recall the
Indian High Commissioner from
Islamabad and stop the rail and bus
services to Lahore.
While the Left was quick to criticise the
decision and accuse the government of
keeping the Opposition in the dark, the
Congress, the main Opposition party,
was resoundingly silent in matching the
anger of its foe-turned-friend Leftists.
In fact, all that Mr Natwar Singh,
party’s in-charge of external affairs,
said yesterday and again repeated
today was that the Congress had
extended a broad-based support to the

~Govt leaves Left o }t i

government in the n tlonal interest
and that it was up te thé government to
take the appropriate steps to deal with
the situation.

There is reason for the Congress not to
join the criticism of the Left and share
its sense of snubbing. According to
sources, the PM had a telephonic talk
with Mrs Sonia Gandhi yesterday
afternoon, well in advance of the
government announcing the diplomatic
offensive. When The Statesman
contacted Mr Natwar Singh today he
confirmed that “the Prime Minister had
‘informed’ Mrs Gandhi yesterday at 1.30
pm about the government decision.

The sources say, Mr Vajpayee, in
keeping with the well established
norms, did take the Opposition leader
into confidence about the imminent
moves.

However, neither the Prime Minister
nor anybody else in the government

n the cold

bother? /ﬁ formally inform the Left,
thereby snubbing it’s much- prolected
ego of being the third largest bloc in
Parliament.

This is the second time this week the
Prime Minister is adopting a pick-and-
choose attitude towards the Opposition
in general and giving special attention
to boost the sense of importance of Mrs
Gandhi in particular.

On the eve of the parliamentary
discussions on the terrorist attack on
Parliament, the Prime Minister again
had a telephonic conversation with Mrs
Gandhi and soon her colleague Dr
Manmohan Singh met Mr Vajpayee. The
behind the scene agreement to conduct a
peaceful discussion in both the Houses
and the government -agreement not to
introduce the Poto Bill and keep Mr
Fernades away from the Lok Sabha
during the discussion was the resyit of
the Vajpayee-Gandhi talks.

—
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India advocates
co-operation on

ABM Treaty
SR

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 14. —
India has requested the USA
and Russia to take a co-
operative approach and sort
out differences over the Anti-

Ballistic Missile Treaty.l \e)

The reaction has c¢o
following the USA’s formal
notice of withdrawal from
the treaty to Russia. The

USA is pursuing its
National Missile Defence
programme.

It's feared that USA’s
withdrawal from the ABM
Treaty could force Russia,
and crucially, China, to build
more intercontinental
nuclear-tipped missiles.

More Chinese missiles are a
cause of concern for India,
say experts. ‘

In its reaction today, India
said, “We have consistently
advocated a cooperative
approach and not taking
recourse to unilateralism.”
But the Indian spokesperson
did not say whether the US
action was an example of
“unilateralism”. India had
earlier welcomed the US
decision to work towards the
NMD but appeared to have

_ clarified its stance later.
.. "*We particularly welcome
- ~the reaffirmation by Russia

“"and the USA to substantially
" reduce their  strategic
offensive nuclear weapons.
These cuts will contribute :
very significantly towards
nuclear disarmament,” the
spokesperson added.

It is well-known that
Russia may not have the
technology for such a system.
In absence of such
technology, Russia, and
possibly China, might build
more missiles to ensure
parity. The increase in the
Chinese nuclear force could
be a source of worry to India.

The USA, on its part, has
spoken of sharing the NMD
technology.

TME STATESHAN
15 0£¢ 2001
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woo Japanese investments

Times News Network

India on Monday

the
card”
into play to step
p its efforts to
eek a slice of
he huge
sur-

e Prime Minister
. ERDIDUM Al Behar

Vajpayee focused on the “mutual
gains”’ theme, saying “there is con-
vergence between Japan’s invest-
ment surplus and India’s develop-
ment needs”.

“We could create innovative
ways of channelling your large-
scale and long-gestation invest-
ments with prospects of higher
returns than they earn today,” Mr
Vajpayee said.

Addressing a meeting of top
business executives, Mr Vajpayee
acknowledged the problems and
bottlenecks that foreign investors
face in India but he promised
“prompt corrective measures”.

He said that the momentum in
the bilateral ties should be utilised
to “flag off a few signature proj-
ects that are jointly funded, mutu-
ally beneficial, and are ambitious
enough to symbolise our resolve
to forge a global partnership in
the new century”.

While interacting with top
Japanese business and industry
executives, disinvestment minister
Arun Shourie tapped into the
growing Japanese unease over
China’s muscle-flexing, saying
that “Japan can serve itself better
by factoring the ambitious dragon
in its investment decisions”.

“You shouldn’t be feeding what
on your apprehensions could be a
security problem one day. You
have to ask yourself while you are
investing money whether you are
creating a potential problem,” he

told a gathering comprising the
heads of leading Japanese banks,
as well as heavy industries, FMCG
and automobile bigwigs.

Nodding heads and smiling
faces showed the message had
reached home. An encouraged Mr
Shourie said: “You are not
strengthening a potential rival
when you invest in India.”

Suspicions of China remains the
sub-text of the quest for stronger
strategic bilateral ties and the
prime mover for the upgrading
the efforts, already under way, to
ensure the safety of energy assets
and ocean routes.

When Mr Shourie invoked
them this morning to  seek
Japanese funds, he underscored
once again the shift in the way
India conducts itself while seeking
funds. The traditional coyness has
been replaced by a forthrightness
and aggression that is generally
associated with the East Asian
Tigers.

Aware of the Japanese cyni-
cism- -articulated strongly by the
chairman of the Indo-Japan
Business Cooperation Committee
and a former chairman of the
Honda Motors, N. Kawamoto—
the Prime Minister and his col-
leagues promised prompt correc-
tive measures.

Japanese suggestions have been
asked with the assurance that they
would be given due consideration.

The attitudinal shift was clearly
displayed in the Prime Minister’s
address to the business meeting
hosted by six of the most presti-
gious economic and industrial
organisations.

He frankly acknowledged the
problems and bottlenecks that
foreign investors face in India,
impressing upon his audience the
sincerity.

Mr Vajpayee told his audience
“great problems are accom-
plished when we focus not on dif-

e

ficulties alone, but on their solu-
tions through joint action. They
are accomplished by fixing our
sights on future benefits to be
realised, not only on the past
problems”.

When Toru Hoshimoto, chair-
man of Fuji Bank, explained that
Japan’s preference for the “low-
wage” China essentially reflected
survival concerns in an age of cut-
throat competition, an Mr
Shourie said that the jobs here
can be saved also by the use of
Japanese technological lead for
generating hydel-power and
developing bamboo-based indus-
tries in the Indian north-east, and
by capitalising on India’s concerns
over emission.

Other big names attending the
business meeting included N.
Yamaguchi, chairman of the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and chief of Asahi
Kasei Corporation, Nasu, chair-
man of the Economic Federation
and advisor to the Tokyo Electric
Power Company, Toriumi, chair-
man of Marubeni Corporation,
and the Sumitomo Shozi boss,
Miyahara.

“As part of this restructuring
exercise, your economy could gain
significantly by relocating design,
development and manufacturing
units of your large and medium
companies to India, wherever our
country offers comparative
advantages. Here, I can hardly
overemphasise the advantage of
operating in a country of one bil-
lion consumers and an economy
that is among the fastest growing
in the world,” Mr Shourie said.

According to him, the Japanese
could benefit by tapping India’s
large and well-trained pool of
knowledge workers through joint
R&D in biotechnology, bio-infor-

matics, embedded software,
optics, new materials, and n
energy technologies.”
/’/
/',/

-

£

THE TIMES OF INDAA




el v

4ndna rules out
érol : an’s
|nf? Maffairs’

NEW DELHY DEC. 9. India tonight
ruled out any role in the “internal
affairs” of Afghanistan and hoped
that Pakistan would not repeat its .
past policies of supporting re-
gimes such as the Taliban which
exported terrorism. S 4 i\
“India never interferes with the
internal affairs of any country.
New Dethi would like to strength-
en its bilateral relations with Af-
ghanistan and help in the
reconstruction process besides
strengthening economic rela-
tions,” India’s Special Envoy on
Afghanistan, Mr. Satinder Lam-

bah, told ‘Star News'. — PTI
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Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, December 9

INDIA, SINCE 1996 a non-entity
where Afghanistan was con-
cerned, is now being asked to
attend every forum where the
reconstruction and revival of the
nation is debated. Later this
month, New Delhi’s special
envoy for the country, S K Lam-
bah, will attend the second meet-
ing of donor nations in Brussels.

The earlier meeting, held at
Washington on November 20,
was the first of a series where
developed nations and a few
developing ones, including India,
were invited. The Brussels meet
will also prepare the ground for
the first ministerial meeting of
the donor group to be held in
Tokyo in January.

The coming week may also see
two important developments.
First, the Indian mission, now
functioning as a liaison office in
Kabul under Gautam Mukhopad-
hyay, will be converted into a full-
fledged embassy. Second, Ariana
Afghan Airlines may announce
the resumption of flights on the
Amritsar-Kabul sector.

However, India is not keen on
participating in the multination-
al force that was agreed to be
deployed in Afghanistan in last
week’s Bonn meeting. Britain
and Germany have already
pledged units for this UN-man-
dated force.

“Normally India does not
involve itself in non peacekeep-
ing missions. The forces to be
deployed in Afghansitan will not
be working under a UN flag.

n }{abul ho

AJAY AGGARWAL/HT

NEW DEAL: Afghanistan interim government’s Interior Minister Yunus

Qanooni in New Delhi on Saturday.

Besides, an understanding has
been reached not to take the help
of neighbouring countries,” a
senior official said.

In its future dealings with
Afghanistan, India would like to
erase all perceptions that it is in
any kind of race for influence
with Pakistan. “Our approach is
a non-hyphenated one,” the
diplomat said. “India had played
an ~ important role in
Afghanistan’s early modernisa-
tion and is keen to assist the

country find its own feet again.”

Though Pakistan finds itself
painted in a corner at the
moment, New Delhi is realistic
about the future of Kabul-Islam-
abad ties. Being neighbours with
a long border between them and
many unsettled problems, it will
not be in any Kabul regime’s
interest to ignore Pakistan for
long. In fact, outgoing President
Burhanuddin Rabbani has
already met with a Pakistani del-
egation in Dubai.

nEeymoon

Indlan cops to
tutor Afghans

Karimnagar (AP), December 9

INDIA WILL soon send a team of
senior police officials to Kabul to
help set up an efficient policing
system there.

Union Home Minister LK
Advani said this after inaugurat-
ihg a private medical institute
promoted by the relatives of his
cabinet colleague, Ch. Vidyasagar
Rao here on Sunday.

India has pledged full support
to reconstruction efforts in the
war-torn country. “We are willing
to help in all possible ways in the
reconstruction of Afghanistan.”

*Advani said.

Recalling his recent meeting
with the Home Minister of
Afghanistan’s interim regime.
Yunus Qanooni in New Delhi,
Advani said India had assured
the visiting dignitary that all
possible assistance would be
given in reconstruction of the
war-ravaged country.

The Afghan Minister had
sought India’s help in setting up
an effective police organisation in
his country, for which a team of
senior Indian police officials with
wide experience in the field would
be sent to Afghanistan for neces-
sary co-ordination. “The dislodg-
ing of the Taliban regime last
week marked a major milestone
in the history of Afghanistan.
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"7 vDecks cleared for ..
Indlan role in Afghanistan

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, NOV. 22. In preparing for a prominent role
in post-conflict Afghanistan, the Indian diplomatic
team that visited Kabul on Wednesday met the
Northern Alliance military commander, Gen. Mo-
hammad Fahim, besides the President, Mr. Burha-
nuddin Rabbani.

Gen. Fahim, earlier the intelligence chief,
emerged the Northern Alliance’s new military head
after the assassination of Commander Ahmad Shah
Massood on September 9 at Khwaja Bahauddin in
northern Afghanistan.

The Indian delegation led by the Government’s
special envoy, Mr. S. K. Lambah, met Mr. Rabbani
for half-an-hour. The team then held separate dis-
cussions with Gen. Fahim and the interim Interior
Minister, Mr. Yonus Quanooni, for an hour.

Talks were also held with the Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdullah Abdullah, who will be the Alliance’s
lead player in the intra-Afghan conference in Ger-
many. The medical unit that accompanied the dele-
gation has already initiated steps to revive the
Indira Gandhi Hospital for Women and Children in
Kabul.

The Indian embassy building is intact, the spo-
kesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs said
this evening, but added that there was some dam-
age to the Ambassador’s residence.

“The visit was very useful. It enabled us to meet
Afghan leaders and get a firsthand information
about the situation,” Mr. S.K. Lambah told report-
ers after his return.

The presence of a “diplomatic liaison cell” in Ka-
bul is seen here as a far-reaching event. By opening
it, In. )( has overridden the Taliban attempt te mar-

.ern Alliance from the ajz, the Tal{
_the fall of neither Mazar-e-Sharif nor Kabul.

ginalise it from Afghanistan, sources said. India’s
diplomatic presence, which virtually ended when
the Taliban seized Kabul in September 1996, is also
seen here as a blow to Islamabad’s attempt at ac-
quiring a “strategic depth” against it in Afghan-
istan, the sources added.

Apart from India, Iran and Russia — the other two
principal supporters of the Northern Alliance —
have established a diplomatic niche in Afghanistan.
The Russians are also expected to establish a con-
sulate in the city of Mazar-e-Sharif, not far from
Afghanistan’ Central Asian border with Uzbekistan.

India is now keenly observing the outcome of the
standoff at Kunduz. According to an assessment
here, around 1,000 Pakistanis of the estimated 4,000
Taliban forces, with a large international compo-
nent, are now encircled in Kunduz.

Their capture or killing can have a negative fall-
out in Islamabad. That explains the advocacy of the
Pakistani President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, for fa-
cilitating the surrender of some persons ‘“‘previously
aligned with the Taliban,” sources said.

The sources acknowledged that some of the most
battle-hardenéd Taliban soldiers are concentrated
in Kunduz. The Taliban took the decision to group
in Kunduz to prevent the advance of the Alliance
towards Kabul.

It hoped to drive a wedge ‘along the land route to
Mazar-e-Sharif which passes through the city. So
long as Mazar-e-Sharif eluded capture, the Taliban
assumed that the Alliance would find a land corri-
dor for advancing towards Kabul difficult to access.

But with the U.S. ensuring supplies for the North-
could prevent
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India makes veiled z\l\ttack on PE@,,
members on trooﬁ%}kxontributio%@f‘v

By Dharam Shourie

NEW YORK: India, which has so
far participated in 35 out of S§ UN.
peacekeeping missions, made a
veiled attack on the five perma-
nent (P-5) members of the Security
Council for not contributing
enough troops for peace duties in
strife-torn areas.

India’s representative Y.K. Sinha
said at a meeting of the special polit-
ical committee on peacekeeping
operations that most of the coun-
tries entrusted with the responsibili-
ty for maintenance of peace and
security were not contributing
troops for peacekeeping missions.

The council has to shed its
“myopic vision” and contribute

“meaningfully” towards strgngth-
ening the peacekeeping process, he
said. U.S., UK, Russia, China and
France are the five P-5 countries.

More than 58,000 Indian peace-
keepers have participated in vari-
ous operations, including in some
of the most difficult missions in
Africa, and over 100 Indians have
laid down their lives for the cause
of the world peace. In forthright
remarks, Mr Sinha said the UN
peacekeeping efforts should not be
subverted by “false doctrines, wast-
ed and narrow ends and diverted
to serve other agendas.” Mere
strengthening of the UN depart-
ment of peacekeeping would not
suffice if the “crucial lessons of the

past are ignored,” he added.

The P-5 countries should atleast
support a culture of consultations
with troop contributing countries
which contribute meaningfully to
the decision-making process that
has a direct impact on the lives of
troops serving the UN, Mr Sinha
said. He warned that this “anom-
aly” could lead to disenchantment o
troop contributors and leave the
council “little else but the holding of
most pointless thematic debates.”

Demanding strengthening of
meaningful consultations, Mr
Sinha criticised the permanent
members for continuing to “block
and frustrate” the will of the

majority. ) Yy
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C o Wrd
MAGE POLITICS is not the real an-
swer to the difficulty that Official In-
dia encounters in acquiring a
strategic vision and a roving focus to

keep pace with the U.S.-led campaign
against global terrorism. Yet, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, should
have served India’s cause better by raising
its public profile during his 10-day foreign
tour that concluded by November 14. It is
not that Pakistan may have eclipsed India.
it is more a question of how India can
influence the major powers.

Some of the gains that India has made
are easy to identify. A top American offi-
cial tends to regard New Delhi as ‘““a nat-
ural ally” while the United States
President, Mr. George W. Bush, praises In-
dia’s “‘fantastic ability to grow” in the con-
text of its “greatest export” being nothing
less than its “brainpower’”’. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, is deter-
mined to act in concert with India to com-
bat international terror, including the
rising menace of the esoteric nuclear ter-
rorism. The British Prime Minister, Mr.
Tony Blair, is cognisant of India’s prime
relevance to the global community’s anti-
terror agenda.

More significantly, the U.S. has now ex-
pressed a firm desire to begin a ‘‘new stra-
tegic framework dialogue” with India in
the context of America’s missile defence
plans. Nuclear energy and the civil space
sector have also been identified for the
U.S.-India linkages of the future. The po-
tentially beneficial bilateralism of this or-
der is not to be made light of, given the
often-skewed U.S.-India contacts of the
past. Prior to Mr. Vajpayee’s latest talks in
Washington, the U.S. had substantively
acknowledged India’s credentials as an
emerging global power that could be ex-
pected to act responsibly with regard to
the nuclear weapons in its arsenal. Inter-
estingly, the latest U.S.-India accord
speaks of an expansion of cooperation in
regard to New Delhi’s “export controls” in
this sensitive sphere. This need not be
considered, however, as a dissonant note.
There is nothing in the formulation to in-
dicate a definitive American vote of no-
confidence in India’s behaviour which is
generally regarded to be quite impecca-
ble. The political sweep of the latest 1J.S.-
India statement raises the possibility of

M\

mutually beneficial interactions on trans-
fer of erica’s dual-use technology in
civil-military spheres as well. In ail, an im-
pressive story of bilateral diplomacy.
India seems to have found no fault lines
at all in its relationship with Russia as ex-
emplified by their latest joint statement
on strategic issues and the Moscow Decla-
ration on international terrorism. The
buzz word is to fight globalised terror with
particular reference to its emerging nucle-
ar dimension. A robust emphasis of this
kind on a direct confrontation with the
terrorists at large makes for some contrast
with the U.S.-India accent on a more sub-
tle form of waging this battle through a

But the ongoing international campaign
against terror, with particular reference to
Afghanistan as the fissionable nucleus of
terror. also figured. Moreover, Britain is
knowu to have had a historical association
with the genesis of the Kashmir dispute.
So, Mr. Blair has made clear that Pakis-
tan’s tactical collaboration with the West
in the current anti-terror movement will
not produce any British tilt, one way or
the other, in regard to the Kashmir ques-
tion. In any case, the British leg of Mr.
Vajpayee’'s tour was by and large over-
shadowed by his diplomatic endeavours
in Washington and Moscow.

Mr. Vajpayee was specifically invited by

Mr. Vajpayee should have served India’s cause better by
raising its public profile during his foreign tour... It is
not that Pakistan may have eclipsed India. It is more a
question of how India can influence the major powers.

joint initiative against cyber terrorism.

An equally salient commonality con-
cerning the Indo-Russian ties and the
U.S.-India equation pertains to the new
promise of cooperation in the nuclear en-
ergy sector. A signature tune is that of the
Indo-Russian accord on the Koodanku-
lam project. In a sense, Russia’s willing-
ness to help India set up an updated
nuclear energy plant at Koodankulam in
Tamil Nadu can be seen as a friendly ges-
ture that goes beyond the cold logic of
strategic considerations. Being addressed
without real costs to India is its traditional
opposition to the idea of allowing all its
nuclear power plants and projects to be
brought under the “fullscope safeguards”
of the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy. To this extent, India may find that its
moral credentials as a power possessing
nuclear weapons may also be suitably ad-
vanced with Russia’s indirect assistance.
With the U.S,, too, agreeing to collaborate
with New Delhi in the nuclear energy sec-
tor, the chances are that the Indo-Russian
model as regards the Koodankulam pro-
ject will come under U.S. scrutiny.

The vibrance of bilateralism marked the

meeting between Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Tony Blair in London on November 12.

the leaders of these three countries in the
context of the snowballing terrorism issue
and for the additional reason of a rotating
bilateral summitry in the case of Russia.
Yet, India has hardly gained any realistic
support for its demand that it should have
a definitive say over the future of Afghan-
istan as a terror-free zone. Even Russia has
not openly backed India’s claims to join
the U.N.-sponsored ‘six-plus-two mecha-
nism’ as regards Afghanistan. The ‘mech-
anism’ consists of all the geographical
neighbours of Afghanistan, inclusive of
Pakistan and China, besides the U.S. and
Russia in their capacities as the former
interventionists in the Afghan affairs. The
U.S,, too, has not conceded India’s legiti-
mate claims for a say over Afghanistan
which lies in New Delhi's geopolitical
neighbourhood.

With the Taliban-Osama axis coming
under a possibly decisive siege by the U.S.
and its military ally (Britain) at this mo-
ment, India’s handicap can hardly be ex-
aggerated. This, more than the
transparent manner in whigh Pakistan
overshadowed India in the irternational
media arena during Mr. Vajpayee’s pres-
ence in New York for two days from No-
vember 10, should be of greater concern

age and the elusive vision — Il

By P. S. Suryanarayana

to New Delhi at this time. In his address to
the United Nations General Assembly, Mr.
Vajpayee attacked Pakistan in a familiar
but veiled manner. Pakistan’s President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, utilised his sub-
sequent turn at the podium to portray
Kashmir as a “root” cause of terrorism
and offered to formalise withr India a nu-
clear test ban treaty. The pundits on the
Indian side have of course lost no time to
point out the futility of such bilateral gam-
bits in a globalised world.

Gen. Musharraf has, on the other hand,
succeeded in riding the crest of a media
wave in the proximity of Mr. Vajpayee in-
New York. Political punditry has it, of
course, that Gen. Musharraf's gain may
prove to be illusory. It is said that the in-
cremental decimation of the Taliban as at
this moment might only complicate his
own calculus of having a Pakistan-friendly

regime in Afghanistan in the anticipated '

context of the Taliban’s final fall. But the .

bottomline, which Official India can hard-
ly ignore, is that Gen. Musharraf has been
working hard to convince the internation-

al community that Pakistan must be an .

intrinsic part of a solution to the terrorism
issue without being seen as a painful com-
ponent of the problem itself.

On a different plane, Mr. Bush is begin-

ning to apply a doctrinaire approach in -

regard to international terror, somewhat
in the manner of George Kennan who
enunciated the old thesis about the con-
tainment of communism. India, therefore,
has little option but to trim its sails to the
winds from the U.S.that might caress in-
stead of toppling those who, in New Del-
hi’s perspective, are no genuine heroes of
the anti-terror movement. This does not
mean that Official India cannot bat on a
sticky wicket. What India surely needs is a
strategic vision that should focus not only
on the ideal of a terror-free world but also
on the more important aspects of real-
politik in the campaign against terror.
Proverbially, New Delhi must learn to run
with the hare and hunt with the hound.
While India deserves a place in the inner
circles of the larger anti-terror coalition,
the American idea of job-specific sub-alli-
ances or sliding/floating squads must suit
New Delhi.

{Concluded)




A voyage and the elusive vision — 1
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OES AMERICA need a foreign
policy? The poser, popularised
by Dr. Henry Kissinger, reflects
the present status of the U.S. as
the sole superpower. Regardless of the
perceptions of this wily ‘guru’ of strategic
wisdom, the U.S. now finds itself in a state
of siege which it hopes to overcome. In
contrast, India’s dilemma today is wheth-
er it can at all fashion a foreign policy to
cope with the terror- stricken world. The
requisite vision continues to elude the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The Prime Minister’s grand tactical voy-
age at this time to the seats of internation-
al power — the post-Soviet Kremlin in
Moscow, the White House in Washington,
the United Nations headquarters in New
York and 10, Downing Street in London —
has not reduced the burdens of his quest.
Indeed, Official India is still groping to
join the major powers and secure a defin-
itive role to reshape the terror-trauma-
tised world order. However, the reasons of
his failure go beyond New Delhi's inepti-
tude which arguably is only of moderate
intensity. Moreover, India has had no
hand in creating the present complex en-
vironment on the world stage. But, at this
moment, Mr. Vajpayee not only lacks the
fortuitous Midas touch but also the forti-
tude and raw energy needed to turn ad-
versity into a golden opportunity.

Public diplomacy is an essential ingre-
dient of the new-style pursuit of foreign
policy goals around the world, and the
Prime Minister hardly tried his hand at it
during his 10-day swing across four time-
zones that ended by November 14. Behind
the scenes, the U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, and the Russian President, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, have certainly recognised
India’s potential skills for a global role.
Yet, India has not been co-opted by either
of these two powers as a dynamic ally, as
distinct from an ideological partner or an
amiable friend, in the ongoing fight
against international terrorism.

The defenders of India’s low-profile sta-
tus, seen by them as a low-risk affair of
genuine pragmatism, say New Delhi is not
really out of the reckoning in the global
arena as a result. They cite the sentimen-
tal effusiveness of the joint statements is-
sued at the end of Mr. Vajpayee’s talks in

\ By P. S. Suryanarayana

oscow on November 6 and in Washing-

n on November 9. This, however, is ei-
tRer a classic example of missing the wood
for the trees or a simple case of making a
virtue of the modest bargain. In fact, the
Vajpayee administration cannot be happy
at being seen by the international com-
munity as a crucial but secondary adjunct
to the U.S.-led anti-terror coalition. Pakis-
tan, on the other hand, occupies a con-
spicuous corner of the coalition as a
flamboyant convert to America’s latest
cause. This is so despite the fact that
Washington's ire remains directed against

second fiddle to Washington. It is in this
larger context that Mr. Vajpayee’s latest
talks in Moscow as also Washington and
London must be evaluated. With India en-
gaging China as also France and Germany
besides Japan on separate tracks, the pic-
ture of New Delhi’s new activism is offi-
cially claimed to be complete. Yet, the
nodal relevance of the U.S.-U.K.-Russian
interactions to the current anti-terror
campaign enhances the importance of the
outcome of Mr. Vajpayee’s talks with their
leaders.

Since the completion of these talks, the

India must have a strategic vision, focussed entirely on
its national interest as also its global concerns,
in the campaign against terror.

the Taliban, Islamabad’s original protege
in terror-infested Afghanistan, and
against Osama bin Laden, the universally
reviled evil-tyrant of terror. Now, ironies
are not unknown to history, but Official
India should have something to answer
for this one.

It bears repetition that India could, as a
ranking U.S. official told this journalist,
choose its own role within the anti-terror
squad. To sustain the present boost-phase
of the coalition’'s multi-moda! political
missile against terror, the U.S. is said to be
sensitive to the wishes of its associates.
However, a logical question is whether Pa-
kistan has exercised an autonomous say
over the role it plays within the anti-terror
coalition and whether the U.S. has not at
all suggested or demanded that Islamabad
take a particular course. The answer, even
if it borders on a U.S.-indicated role for
Pakistan, does not make the going easier
for India.

Now, Francis Fukuyama may not have
pleased everyone by outlining ‘‘the end of
history’’ as far back as 1989. Yet, the Bush
administration is convinced that the
apocalypse-like terrorist offensive against
America on September 11 this year has
marked the beginning of a new history in
mankind’s civilisational march. India can-
not afford to stay out of this march, al-
though New Delhi does not have to play

free fall of the Taliban inside Afghanistan
may have already given India a fresh op-
portunity to try and play a more definitive
role than at present. The new context for
any such possible role is America’s notion
of creating sliding coalitions or cascading
alliances, each somewhat different from
the earlier one, in a possibly long battle
against terror on multiple fronts. Yet, the
fundamental requirement is that India
must have a strategic vision, focussed en-
tirely on its national interest as also its

- global concerns, in the campaign against

terror.

The breezy informality of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s talks with Mr. Putin, famous for
protocol, was such that the Russian leader
shook hands with this correspondent,
among others, before the start of the dele-
gation-level talks on November 6. It was a
soft handshake by a ‘strong’ leader. And
the soft tone of the Indo-Russian declara-
tions can still be regarded as the silken frill
of their toughness of purpose in engaging
the U.S. on the terror issue. Russia, in re-
gard to Chechnya, and in fact India, with
reference to Jammu and Kashmir, feel
strongly about Washington'’s 1elative ne-
glect of the terror-related concerns of the
other countries at this stage.

The first phase of a promised American
agenda with a global canvas may have
much to do with Washington’s Osama-

centric fury. However, Russia and India
still appear interested in exploring the
possibility of not only acting jointly with-
out reference to America but also joining
hands with the U.S. wherever necessary.
The anti-terror notion of a Yiable strategic
triangle, which might connect the Kremlin
and the White House with New Delhi, is
overshadowed by the Indo-Russian ac-
cent in the Moscow Declaration of No-
vember 6 on the centrality of the United
Nations as also international law. Match-
ing America in using the prism of its own
self- interest to identify terror, the Indo-
Russian declaration has condemned op-
portunist ideas of self-determination. In-
dia and Russia are of the view that
“violent actions being perpetrated under
the slogan of self- determination (in Kash-
mir and Chechnya), in reality, represent
acts of terrorism which in most cases have
strong international links.” India and Rus-
sia are aware, too, of the need for a “strug-
gle” against ‘“new challenges in
international terrorism”.

Whete Moscow and New Delhi have
taken their collective cause directly to the
American court is in respect of their joint
statement of Novemnber 6 on strategic is-
sues. The stated goal of India and Russia is
to develop “‘a mulfi-polar world based on
a new cooperative security order.” The
nuanced shades that might distinguish
such a ‘‘cooperative security order” from
Mr. Bush's own vision of a “new” glob-
alised ‘“strategic framework’ are left as
much to the imagination as to some hard
bargaining. Mr. Putin and Mr. Vajpayee
have also expressed ‘‘support to preserv-
ing (the) existing arms control and dis-
armament agreements including the
(Soviet-American) Anti-Ballistic Missile
(ABM) Treaty (of 1972).” By mid- Novem-
ber, though, Mr. Putin and Mr. Bush have
now agreed to soft-pedal their differences
over the ABM issue concerning the per-
missibility of missile defences. Where
then is the Russian commitment to “pre-
serving”’ the ABM Treaty? In view of such
lightning-quick developments on the in-
ternational political scene at this moment,
India should not only acquire a strategic
vision for reshaping the terrorised global
order but also learn hw the focus
as needed.

70 NOV 201



THE SUNDAY/SJ-A’I ESMAIN MU 1ve o . o mvu

India to play
“active role on
Afghan govt,
says Vajpayee

™~ ~
g ¢ ¢ sTATEsmAN News seavice &'t~ 1O

NEW DELHI, Nov. 17. - Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee today
said India supported the war against terrorism believing
that the defeat of the Taliban and the Al-Qaida in Afghani-
stan was in its “own vital national interest”. India would
play an “active” role in establishment of a post-Taliban re-
gime.

All murderous groups, wherever they may be, must be de-
clared terrorist organisations by civilised nations.

“Their sources of funding have to be plugged. Countries
giving safe sanctuaries or any other kind of support to them
must be imposed with sanctions”, Prime Minister Mr Vaj-
pa%ee said.

“We are satisfied the war in Afghanistan is now showing
all signs of coming to an early and successful conclusion.
The Taliban are on the run from city after city in Afghani-
stan,” he told the day-long chief ministers’ conference on in-
ternal security organised bi: the home ministry.

The Prime Minister said the UN was trying to put in place
a atable, broad-based and representative administration in
that country. “India will play an active and positive role in
this endeavour.” L

He said the audacious nature of the terrorist attacks on 11
September made it inescapable for the USA to launch, with-
in the framework of an international coalition, an offensive
on Al-Qaide and the Taliban. :

“We in India support this war not.only out of a sense of
solidarity with the international resolve, but also because
of our firm belief that the defeat of the Taliban and disman-
tling of the Al-Qaida network is in our own vital national
interest”. . , ‘

In an obvigws reference to Pakistan and Afghanistan, Mr
Vajpayee saig§ New Delhi has always insisted that some of
India’s neighbours had made export of terrorism and reli-
gi(ipa extremism an “important instrument” of their state
poiicy. , ' -

During his recent visit to Russia, the USA and the UK, In-
dia's Y:incipled stand on terrorism and religious extremism
was “high appreciated”, he said. “

Major nations around the world have acknowledged -~
some of them for the first time- that there cannot be dou-
ble standards in identifying and tackling terrorism”,

“The self-evident truth that terrorism and killing of inno-
| cent people cannot be justified on any political, ideological
‘ /(:{p igious grounds has now become evident even to those

o

earlier preferred to ignore it gr-to rationalise it”, the
Prime Minister said. /

—




ICULED BY US

3 ¥ PVaipayee's shuttle diplomacy () \\

NLIKE Pakistan, India is not a frontline state in so fyr as |
America’s war in Afghanistan is concerned. What was |
- the need for Atal Behari Vajpayee to rush to Washinglpn, |
|
|
\

only to be humiliated by American leaders and the media.
The State Department, in its annual report for 2001, has
referred to Vajpayee as “leader of the BJP who is associated {
with the RSS which has affiliation with Hindu extremist |
organisations which have been implicated in violence and |
discrimination against Christians and Muslims.” In a !
nutshell, VaJpayee, is a fascist communalist. In the Holocaust |
Memonal in Los Angeles, LK Advani’s photograph has %
already been hung next to Adolf Hitler’s for his role in Babari |
| Masjid demolition. To the average American, Hindu l
i fundamentalism is akin to Muslim fundamentalism. Had not |
‘ the Hindus killed nearly 1,000 Muslims in Mumbai in the !
:; 1992-93 communal riots? Exactly one year and four days |
. before the terrorist attack on New York and Washington on ;
|
]
|
\
|

. 11 September, Vajpayee, in an address to the American

- Congress, warned of the danger of a spillover of terrorism on

. American soil. Though he was given a standing ovation, no
heed was paid to his warning.. Again in the aftermath of 11
September, Vajpayee offered the USA all facilities to mount !
an attack on Afghanistan. President Bush ignored the offer. | !
India cannot possibly side with Afghanistan, Pakistan or the |

jehadis. This gives the country an opportunity to view the |

Afghan war with more detachment than others. By waiting {

* in Washington for three days for a 20-minute audience with |
Bush, Vajpayee has reduced India to a craven supporter of |

| America’s war on terrorism, which fails to recognise terrorist |

. attacks from the same quarters against India in Kashmir.

' In sharp contrast, Bush travelled to New York from Wash- |

, ington to give a red-carpet welcome to Pakistani President ‘
: Pervez Musharraf. At the dinner hosted by Kofi Annan in \
honour of the visiting heads of states, Musharraf was seated |

* at the head table along with Bush whereas Vajpayee was |
allotted a table with the hoi polloi. It is just as well Vajpayee |
skipped the dmner By and large, the American media !
ignored Vaj jpayee ’s presence. Musharraf made it to the front |
page of the' prestigious New York Times. Considered an |
untouchable by the West at the time he overthrew the elected
government of Nawaz Sharif in Pakistan in a bloodless coup
d'etat, Generstl Musharraf has suddenly become the ‘good
boy’ of the Americans, a brave, courageous and credible
leader of the Islamic world. He has even been compared to
Kamal Ataturk. Vajpayee's steadfast refusal to negotiate
with Musharraf has been attributed to his being a prisoner of
the RSS ideology, as the US State Department’s annual
report reveals. He should have realised, before undertaking
his three-nation tour, that he was representing a proud
nation of one billion people rather than the BJP.

T™HE STATESMAN
17 NOV 2008
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PM just listened
as Bush talked

Vir Sanghvi &){
New York, November 10

SIX DAYS into his three-nation
trip, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee is beginning to seem
like a man totally at peace with
himself. The old Vajpayee wit is
back — he held an audience of
NRis spellbound in Washington
DC on Thursday — and his con-
fidence levels are high.

Vajpayee is the first Indian
Prime Minister to fly directly
from Washington to Moscow.
Moreover, he is the first Indian
leader to have had successful
meetings with the heads of both
the Russian and American gov-
ernments.

In Washington, Vajpayee also
became the first Indian Prime
Minister to find that he had
nothing to ask for and no
explaining to do at his meeting
with the President of the Unit-
ed States. Instead, it was Presi-
dent George W. Bush who did all
the talking and explaining.

Vajpayee had made a tactical
decision not to raise Pakistan
during his talks with Bush. He
did not need to. Bush spent
almost all of the meeting ex-
plaining America’s Afghanistan
strategy and candidly conced-
ing that the US faced a task of
mammoth proportions. The US
needed India's support, he said.

Just as Vajpayee did not men-
tion Pakistan, Bush did not
mention Kashmir. Unusually,
for a meeting between a US
President and an Indian Prime
Minister, there were no calls for
restraint and no suggestion that
it was time to talk to Pakistan

over shm1r

Busii's retlcence on the sub-
ject of Kashmir may have been
prompted by India's anger at
what it perceives as unneces-
sary interference. For instance,
UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan is still paying the price
for his remarks about the Kash-
mir assembly bombing.

After expressing regrets,
Annan gratuitously added that
such incidents made it impera-
tive to solve the Kashmir dis-
pute.

India has responded with
cold anger. Vajpayee's pro-
gramme on Saturday included
meetings with the Presidents of
Iran and Cyprus and the Prime
Minister of Mauritius. But no
formal meeting was scheduled
with Annan who was told that
Vajpayee might say hello to him
when he visited the UN. The
Secretary General's office was
upset but Vajpayee's staff
remained implacable.

While some observers have
worried about the reception
that President Musharraf
received in New York, Vajpayee
says he is not worried. The
Americans may need Pakistan
at present but they know that
Musharraf is an unreliable ally.
So while Musharraf pays a
heavy domestic price for his
new-found importance, India
will sit back and watch.

After all, the Prime Minister
has been assured that ties
between Washington and New
Delhi are of a long-term nature
and do not depend on any crisjs:
And Vajpayee is co
enough to wait.

[HE HINDUSTAN TIME}
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PM calls for,

ground

War o

in Afghanlstan

By Dileep Padgaonkar
Times News Network
MOSCOW: It was in a distinctly
upbeat mood that Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee concluded
his visit to Russia on Wednesday.
Addressing a news conference
before leaving for Washington, a
visibly satisfied Mr Vajpayee
announced that India and Russia
had taken “important decisions in
the security area”. He said, howev-
er, it would not be appropriate at
this stage to say anything about the

substance of these decisions.

Mr Vajpayee’s
remarks revealed that
on critical issues such
as international terror-
ism, the situation in
Afghanistan, Kashmir
and talks with
Pakistan, India and
Russia had reached a much greater
degree of understanding than was
evident from the joint statement
issued by the two sides on Tuesday.

The PM said President Vladimir
Putin had agreed that the 6+2
mechanism, set up to deal with the
situation in Afghanistan, needed to
be expanded to include India. The
Russian President, Mr Vajpayee
added, would raise the matter with
other world leaders.

Mr Vajpayee said that to be
effective, the bombings in
Afghanistan, which India
endorsed, needed to be supple-
mented with the engagement of
ground troops. He said India was
prepared to extend tangible coop-
eration to the United States but
that so far, the latter had not asked
for any cooperation, even in areas

which had been identified.

Mr Vajpayee said India and
Russia had both agreed that the
fight against terrorism could not be
conducted on the basis of “double
standards”. According to a state-
ment released before the news
conference, both sides rejected any
justification for terrorism. “Partial
solutions, based on short-term
political considerations, can only
aggravate the problem in the long-
run,” the statement added.

In this context, the PM revealed
that Mr Putin had endorsed the
Indian stand that talks
with Pakistan could not
be resumed unless they
created a conducive
atmosphere in which to
hold them.

Mr Vajpayee said
India and Russia had

—\\"-.

i
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agreed to diversify their trade rela- -

tions. They were exploring ways in
which the release of the Rupee
Repayment Fund would be used,
for example to-modernise the
Indian Iron and Steel Company
which, in turn, would generate
greater demand for capital equip-
ment from Russia.

His remarks appeared to be lay-
ing the ground for talks with
President George W. Bush in
Washington. Meanwhile, according
to Indian officials who spoke to
TNN, Enron has been mounting a
vigorous lobbying effort. This could
introduce a jarring note in the
Vajpayee-Bush talks, not least
because India is determined to
strongly counter the Enron offen-

sive.
> See Edit: Kremlin Connexion, Page 10
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- India and the U S.-Russian alliance

HE PRIME Minister, Mr. Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee, begins his engage-

ments in Washington today on

the eve of a historic breakthrough
in U.S.-Russian relations. When Mr. Vaj-
payee departs from the United States at
the end of the week, the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, will arrive in
Washington to proclaim a new alliance
with America. Mr. Vajpayee must make
the best of this serendipitous moment by
extending strong Indian support to the
emerging  Russo-American  alliance
against international terrorism and the
agreement between the two for a new
strategic framework to manage nuclear
weapons and missile defences.

When the American and Russian lead-
ers meet in Washington and on Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush’s ranch in Crawford, Texas,
during November 12-15, they are likely to
announce a grand bargain that begins a
process of integrating Russia into the
West. Even as Mr. Vajpayee was signing
declarations in Moscow earlier this week,
American and Russian negotiators were
hard at work giving final touches to a
package of agreements that address their
differences on missile defences and create
the basis for a new partnership between
the Cold War rivals.

The grand bargain between Washington
and Moscow is being structured at two
levels. The first is about nuclear weapons
and missile defences. Russia and the U.S.
are expected to announce unilateral re-
ductions in their nuclear arsenals by
about two-thirds. From about 6,000 nu-
clear weapons each, the two nations will
come down to around 2,000 weapons
apiece over a period of time. There will be
no extended negotiations to produce an
arms control treaty of the old kind; instead
the unilateral but reciprocal reductions
will be based on the assumption that the
present arsenals are obscenely large and
serve no purpose.

On the difficult question of the Anti-
Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty of 1972, the
two sides have found a way to finesse their
differences. The U.S. is no longer insisting
on unilaterally scrapping the treaty, which
it has called ““a relic of the Cold War”.
Instead it is willing to move more slowly
towards a deployment of missile defences.
At the same time, the Russians have come

(\)

By C. Raja Mohan

\19

India, which shares the values of the European

. Enlightenment, must necessarily posmon itself
\ along with the U.S. and Russia in coping with
the new global challenges.

round to accepting that at least ““in part”
the ABM Treaty reflects old thinking. Rus-
sia now may be ready to modify the ABM
Treaty to allow some new testing of mis-
sile defences by the U.S. Both sides get
what they want. For Russia the ABM Trea-
ty is preserved albeit in a modified form.
The negotiated changes would let the U.S.
proceed ahead with the tests immediately
on the agenda.

Philosophically, both sides are in agree-
ment that nuclear deterrence can no long-
er be based on offensive weapons alone,
and that the introduction of defences is
now technologically feasible and doctri-
nally necessary. In that sense the agree-
ment vindicates the Indian assessment,
reflected in its enthusiastic

terrorists and other non-state actors.
Beyond missile defences, the U.S. and
“Russia are on the verge of unveiling a po-
litical partnership in the context of the war
against international terrorism and be-
yond. Immediately after the September 11
attacks, Mr. Putin announced Russian
empathy to America and stood his mil-
itary forces down, when America’s went
on high alert. He followed it up with an
offer of direct military cooperation as well
as a signal to the Central Asian states to
give bases to the U.S. in its military cam-
paign against the Taliban. With the war
against international terrorism bound to
last many years, Russia brings many as-
sets to the table — its geographic proximi-

support to the Bush proposals
last May, that a “defensive

ty to West and Central Asia,

WORLD VIEW its role as a major oil pro-

transition” in nuclear doctrine is “inevi-
table”. India also hoped that the transi-
tion would not be unilateral and managed
through talks between the U.S. and Rus-
sia. The Putin-Bush deal on moving to-
wards missile defences puts Mr. Vajpayee
in the happy situation of reiterating the
Indian endorsement of the new strategic
framework.

This is one of the core political goals of
the Bush administration, and Mr. Vaj-
payee will be right in claiming that India is
in tune now with all the four aspects of the
strategic framework: radical nuclear force
reductions, strengthening non-prolifera-
tion regime, counter-proliferation and
missile defences. In endorsing missile de-
fences and nuclear cuts envisaged by the
two great powers, Mr. Vajpayee can also
demand a larger Indian role in managing
the global nuclear non-proliferation re-
gime by becoming a member of the vari-
ous export control mechanisms such as
the Nuclear Suppliers Group. He can also
proclaim Indian interest in a cooperative
counter-proliferation strategy that hopes
to deal with the emerging threat of weap-
ons of mass destruction in the hands of

ducer in stabilising the inter-
national energy markets at a time when
uncertainty looms large over the Gulf and
its intelligence resources on extremists
and terrorist groups operating near its
southern borders. In return, the U.S. is of-
fering a place of honour for Russia at the
top table of world affairs and clearing the
ground for its integration into the Western
economic and political structures. These
have been goals pursued by post-Saviet
Russian leaders for a decade. Mr. Putin is
now all set to realise them. For the U.S,,
Russia has finally been transformed from
an evil empire to a strategic ally. The Bush
administration instinctively understood it
needed the Russian cooperation to move
forward on missile defences. After Sep-
tember 11, the imperatives of the war
against terrorism has made Russia the
most valuable new ally for the U.S.

Washington is also making moves to lift
long-standing restrictions, ;against eco-
nomic cooperation with Moscow. It is
likely to remove Russia from'the ambit of
the notorious Jackson-Vainik amendment
that limited trade cooperation, offer most
favoured nation (MFN) status on a perma-
nent basis, and facilitate Russian entry in-

THE HINDY
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to the World Trade Organisation. As the
Russian economy takes off under Mr. Pu-
tin, American corporations are bullish on
the Russian market and are pushing for a
normalisation of relations with Moscow.
The U.S. and Russia did-cooperate in de-
feating fascism in Europe in the middle of
the last century. But that cooperation dis-
solved into an enduring Cold War. The
attempts at a modus vivendi after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union faltered over the
last decade. But now the two great powers
are poised to clinch a framework for polit-
ical alliance and economic cooperation.

As he deals with Washington at this his-
toric moment, Mr. Vajpayee might be
tempted to focus on a number of issues at
the top of his mind — the role of Pakistan
in the international coalition against ter-
rorism, the much-sought-after phase two
in the current American war that will fo-
cus on terrorism in Kashmir, the future
political arrangements in Kabul and the
Indian role in shaping them. Mr. Vajpayee
would do well to put aside these tactical
questions that pale into insignificance in
the light of the plans by Messrs. Bush and
Putin to transform the global political
landscape. The Bush-Putin deal will gver-
come the last historic rift within the Euro-
Atlantic world, and unite that part for the
first time since the modern European
state system emerged. It brings all the ma-
jor powers of the Euro-Atlantic world on
the same side to confront new threats to
international security.

India, which shares the values of the Eu-
ropean Enlightenment, must necessarily
position itself along with the U.S. and Rus-
sia in coping with the new global chal-
lenges. As extremist and pre-modern
ideas wedded to violence and intolerance
challenge the Enlightenment project, In-
dia must stand shoulder to shoulder with
Washington, Moscow and the entire Euro-
Atlantic world to defeat the forces of re-
gression. The current war against interna-
tional terrorism is in essence a war of
ideas. And that is what Mr. Vajpayee must
focus on in Washington. India’s immedi-
ate security concerns can be handled by
New Delhi on its own and as part of the
transformation of great power relations
and the neighbourhood that is under way.
They do not require any extra emphasis by
Mr. Vajpayee in Washington.

P
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. — The all-party meeting today endorsed '
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s decision not to meet General Pervez |
Musharraf on the sides of the UN General Assembly session in |
New York next month. ‘

In Islamabad, Gen. Musharraf said he wouldn't beg India for a -
dialogue, adds Reuters. He said he wasn’t deterred by India’s -
decision not to hold a summit in New York. “I've always been |
willing..., but if Mr Vajpayee doesn’t want to meet me, I'm the
last person willing to meet him.”

After the all-party meeting, some Opposition parties, however,
said the doors to talks with Pakistan should be kept open.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi said: “We welcome dialogue and don’t support
the view that doors should be closed. The interest of our nation
must be taken care of” The Congress asked the government to
take steps to help avoid a war of civilisations. And the USA should
be asked to recognise cross-border terrorism in J&K.

The CPI-M leader, Mr Somnath Chatterjee, said: “We told Mr
Vajpayee that he should meet Gen. Musharraf, else how would he
solve the problem...?” Left leaders said none of them had objected to .
Mr Vajpayee’s decision and told him that there should be no talks
with Pakistan till it took steps to de-escalate violence in Kashmir. °

Mr Vajpayee said India didn’t want the Taliban in a future

: Afghan government and had conveyed it to all those who matte
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~India also wants

Our Political Bureau (/

NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER
INDIA HAS made a strong pitch to
be an important part of an inter-
national set-up to determine the
future of a  post-Taliban
Afghanistan. In a letter to 12
heads of governments written on
October 27, Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee said: “We sup-
port the suggestion of a group
comprising the G-8 and the
neighbourhood of Afghanistan,
including India, with the partici-
pation of the United Nations. We
believe such a mechanism will be
far more representative and effec-
tive than the other forums which
exist today.”

India’s determined diplomacy
in this respect is significant
because none of the major inter-
national groups involved in
Afghanistan have an Indian pres-
ence.

The most prominent of them,
the six-plus-two framework, has
been largely ineffective in the last

/
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Plumes of smoke rise over Bagram airport after US jets
bomb Taliban positions north of Kabul. — Reuters

few years in making any differ-
ence in Afghanistan. With
Pakistan refusing to countenance
an Indian presence and the US
and Iran not exactly hitting it off,
the forum had dwindled to a non-

]

functioning body.

Mr Vajpayee’s letter was sent
to the Prime Ministers of UK,
Germany, Italy and Japan and the
Presidents of US, Russia, China,
France, Iran, Uzbekistan,

fghan future

Tajikistan and Turkmenistan —
countries which as members of
the G-8 or the neighbourhood
have a strong stake in the future
of Afghanistan.

It was recently that India said
the future of Afghanistan affected
India’s national interests. It set up
joint  working groups on
Afghanistan with a number of key
countries, like the US, Russia and
Iran, all of which are members of
the six-plus-two network.

But without a significant rear-
rangement of the international
framework, India’s role
will remain confined to bilateral
lobbying with the member
states, while Pakistan remains
a full-fledged member of the
body.

With a general recognition of
Pakistan’s role in the creation of
the Taliban, there’s shrinking sup-
port for active Pakistani role in
the post-Taliban set-up, especially
from the central Asian countries
like Russia and Iran.
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LL-PARTY CONCERN OVER CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

Tallban should have o
ono role, says PM:"

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 30. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day said India was making
strenuous efforts to promote a
broadbased post-conflict govern-
ment in Afghanistan in which the
Taliban did not have any role.

At a meeting with leaders of po-
litical parties here today, Mr. Vaj-
payee said he had written to
heads of 12 countries on October
27 conveying to them New Delhi’s
priorities vis-a-vis Afghanistan in
a post-conflict dispensation.

The Opposition expressed con-
cern over casualties to innocent
civilians and aid workers. The
Congress urged the Government
to be vigilant and prevent com-
munal flareups in the country
while the move by the Vajpayee
Government to bring in a new an-
ti-terrorist law, the Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance (POTO),
came under sharp attack.

Briefing correspondents, the
Union Minister, Mr. Pramod Ma-
hajan, said the Prime Minister in-
formed the Opposition leaders
that India was of the firm opinion
that the Taliban should have no
place in a future government
since there was nothing like mod-
erate or hardline Taliban and it
was difficult to distinguish them
as such.

Mr. Vajpayee said that while no
one could say with certainty as to
how long the war in Afghanistan
would continue, the present op-
erations had destroyed the Tali-
ban’s air power but not much
damage appeared to have been
inflicted on its ground strength.

On humanitarian grounds, In-
dia has already pledged 10 lakh
tonnes of wheat and medicines
and more could be given as per
requirement. The only uncertain-
ty was whether or not it was reac-
hing those in need of it.

Mr. Mahajan said the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, told the leaders that the
Government ‘Was in agreement
with the Opposition’s strong
views that the war was not to be

seen as a clash of civilisation or
religion much less against Islam
or Muslims, Similarly, he said, the
Government shared the concern
that innocent civilians and aid
workers were harmed in the
course of these attacks.

Mr. Jaswant Singh told the
meeting that India had conveyed
New Delhi’s views to the United
States and Britain urging them to
exercise utmost care in carrying
out the attacks.

The External Affairs Minister al-
so clarified that India was in
touch with not just the big na-
tions but countries within the
Non-Aligned Movement, the
Commonwealth, Africa and Asia.
He admitted that while this may
not have received wide publicity,
India was also in regular touch

with the U.N. Secretary-General
and his special envoy in Afghan-
istan.

In his conclusive remarks, the
Prime Minister expressed con-
cern over the sporadic incidents
of violence in Malegoan and other
areas, stating that these were
warning signals. He appealed to
all States to take preventive action
and nip any such activity in the
bud.

Mr. Mahajan said the Opposi-
tion did raise the issue of Preven-
tion of Terrorism Ordinance,
while there was no reference ei-
ther on the possibility of a meet-
ing between Mr. Vajpayee and the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, or to the safety of nu-
clear weapons there.

POTO draconian: Sonia

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, OCT. 30. It wasn’t exactly smooth sailing for the Government
at the all-party meeting. It got a taste of what was in store on the new
anti-terrorism bill with almost all the Opposition parties attacking it.

The Congress party drew the Government’s attention to the effect
the bombing and the civilian casualties were havmg on the people.
“We have for weeks been witnessing the terrible pictures of civilians
and children suffering, and of Red Cross installations being hit... thaeﬁg
are causing great concern and anguish amongst the people, especi
the minorities,” said the Leader of the Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandh1
She also pointed out that in the Islamic world the current campaign in
Afghanistan was being viewed as a campaign against Muslims, and
called for special efforts to explain the reality to the people.

On whether the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, should
meet Gen. Musharraf, Ms. Gandhi said her party had welcomed the
dialogue and that the door of negotiations should always be left open.
“But we have made it clear that whenever the dialogue takes place,
the interest of the nation must be kept foremost in mind.” Ms. Gandhi
also indicated that her party would oppose the Government move to
enact the new anti terrorist law. “We are totally opposed to it, its
draconian ordinance. Aren’t the laws that we have sufficient?” she
asked.

The CPI(M) described today’s all-party meeting as an “exercise in
tokenism” and minced no words in criticising it. “This was merely an
exercise in tokenism,” said Mr. Somnath Chatterjee. Mr. Chatterjee
said the Government had little to offer and that the Opposition was
more forthcoming than the Government.

Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav of the SP said he had told the Prime
Minister that destroying Afghanistan would not bring about an end to
terrorism. His party supported the fight against t fm, but it had
to be fought worldwide, including in Kashmir. -
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“Probe Pak hel
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to Taliban?} yo
India tel\l%&rl SA' |

NEW DELHI, O¢t. 19. — India
today asked the USA to probe
Pakistan’s role in encouraging
the Taliban and other funda-
mentalist forces who have tar-
geted democratic countries.
“‘New Delhi is of firm opinion
that people who've been part of
the problem can’t be part of the
solution,” the minister of state
for external affairs, Mr Omar
Abdullah, told the American am-
bassador, Mr Robert Blackwill.
India, Mr Abdullah said, was
aware that Pakistan’s help was
required in the anti-Taliban
campaign, but “the world
shouldn’t ignore our concerns.” ~
DGMO: India is awaiting a re-
sponse from Pakistan on the
proposal for a visit by the di-
rector general of military oper-
ations to Islamabad, a foreign
ministry spokesperson said.
The proposal was part of the
confidence building measures '
India had put forward before
the Agra summit.
— PTI/UNI /
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< Terrorism is the jssue, says Cong.

By Our Special Correspondent ”9’\

NEW DELHI, ocT. 17. The Congress today reit-
erated the national view on the Kashmir issue

. by making it clear to the U.S. Secretary of

State, Gen. Colin Powell, “‘that cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan and not Kashmir was
the central issue between the two countries”.
The party’s view was put across forcefully at a
40-minute meeting between Gen. Powell and
the Congress leaders, this morning.

Gen. Powell who drove down to the Leader
of the Opposition’s 10 Janpath residence this

' morning with members of his delegation,

met Ms. Sonia Gandhi and senior leaders of
her party — Dr. Manmohan Singh, Mr. Nat-
war Singh and Mr. Pranab Mukherjee. Ac-
cording to party sources, apart from the
Kashmir issue, the two sides discussed a
number of issues ranging from the strong
feelings on the conflict in the Islamic world,
and the future set-up in Afghanistan. Ms. So-
nia Gandhi also raised the issue of loss of
civilian lives and the need to make human-
itarian aid to the people.

On the issue of Kashmir, Ms. Sonia Gandhi

reportedly told Gen P u}eﬁ at the outset that
his remarks on the isyue had caused great
concern in the country. She pointed out that
there was a consensus in the country and the
core issue was not Kashmir but the cross-
border terrorism from Pakistan. Gen. Powell,
suggested that the media had chosen to high-
light just one word of the lengthy statement
that he had made.

He also told the Congress leaders that the
U.S. did not intend to leave the people of
Afghanistan “to the wolves”. He said that
Washington wanted a democratic and a fully
representative arrangement to replace the
Taliban regime. He indicated that the former
King, Mr. Zahir Shah as well as moderate ele-
ments from amongst the Taliban would also
have a role to play.

Gen. Powell reportedly told the Congress
leaders that his country was aware of the
strong feelings in the Islamic world and was
doing everything possible to ensure that ci-
vilian casualties were avoided and the mil-
itary campaign was as short as possible. The
Congress leaders pointed out to him that In-
dia also had a huge Muslim population and

the conflict in its neighbourhood was a cause
for great concern to it.

In a separate development, former Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Mr. Natwar Singh has
taken exception to Mr. Jaswant Singh de-
scribing India as a natural ally of the U.S., and
has accused him of trying to ingratiate him-
self with the U.S. “I must remind him that we
are a non-aligned country and not a natural
ally of a member of the NATO” he said. Mr.
Natwar Singh said that Mr. Jaswant Singh
“must remernber that he is the Foreign Min-
ister of India and not some subordinate in
the service of the erstwhile state of Jodhpur’'.

He also chided the Foreign Minister for his
remarks that the country did not share a
hyphenated relationship with Pakistan. Gen.
Powell by first visiting Pakistan and then In-
dia has proved that they have put the tfva
countries in the same basket and Mr. Jasv:E:t
Singh should know it, said Mr. Natwar S
“All these high-falutin words deceive nd one
except the Forelgn Minister and €xpos his
superﬁcxahty in dealing with serious mat-

ters”’
.



Cabinet discussion on crossing
«LoC puts Jaswant in a spot
\\ . ¢

Our Political Bureau ) \/

NEW DELHI 11 OCTOBER
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS minister
Jaswant Singh suddenly looked
aurally chalienged when confront-
ed with an inconvenient query
from Cabinet colleague Nitish
Kumar.

The occasion was a meeting
held on Wednesday to brief Union
ministers about the steps taken by
India in the wake of the September
11 attacks, exactly a month ago,
and discuss a strategy to settle the
problem of jehadi terrorism.

During the course of the brief-
ing, which lasted two hours, Mr
Kumar came up with a question
that had the external affairs minis-
ter, who also doubles up as defence
minister, stumped for a moment.

“Wherever we go, people ask
us why we don’t cross the line of
contro} (LoC) 1o solve the problem
of Pakistan-sponsored terrorism,”
said the railways minister. “I
haven’t heard the question,”
replied Mr Singh.

Jaswant; Embarrassed

His response was identical

e
of zrrorism. It is now reliably
learnt that the idea that the option

of crossing the LoC should be kept

on the menu is favoured by many
in the light of the endless bloodlet-
ting by jehadis in J&K.

It moved up in the “what all
could be done” list around October
1, when Jaish-e-Mohammed
attacked the Jammu & Kashmir
Assembly, killing 40 people, most
of them civilians.

1t also featured at a meeting of
the Cabinet committee on security.
Some of those present reportedly
suggested that the option of cross-
ing the LoC should be considered
as one of the ways to put an end to
the jehadi-sponsored violence that
has engulfed the state for over a
decade.

The government doesn't want
to commit itself on the issue at this

when Mr Kumar tried to help him juncture, when the US is urging

by repeating his question.

Mr Singh’s response illustrates
the pressures on the Vajpayee gov-
emment to strike at the very root

restraint in South Asia — a factor
that has forced Pakistan to go
through the motion of swearing by

peace and bilateral cooperation./ ;
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By Anita Katyal
Times News Network
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Vajpayee’s meeting
with Congress president Sonia Gandhi on Tuesday
evening to discuss the unfolding international sce-
nario and India’s role following developments in
Afghanistan hinted at a closer understanding
* between the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
» government and the main opposition party.
. However, this popular belief was
- promptly belied following the last-
minute cancellation of the special
~meeting of the National
Development Council (NDC), slat-
ed to be held in Bangalore on
" October 24 and 25.

This decision has kicked off a
controversy with government
sources suggesting that Karnataka
chief minister S.M. Krishna appar-
ently called-off the meeting at the behest of his party
leader Sonia Gandhi who did not approve of the
proximity between the Congress-ruled state govern-
ments and the NDA government. The Congress
party denies this vehemently, saying the meeting was
called off as it coincided with the Dasara festivities.

Confirming the meeting between Mr Vajpayee and
Ms Gandhi, government sources said it was held at
the PM’s initiative as it was felt it was necessary to
brief the leader of the opposition about the fast-paced
developments as these involve national security.

It was stated that a series of developments had
taken place since the PM last meet opposition lead-
ers. British PM Tony Blair had come on a flying visit
to India while Mr Vajpayee had telephonic conver-

onia-PM meeting on Afgliﬁhis
fails to bring about thaw'

an
e

sations with the Russian head Vladimir Putin and
Pakistan president Pervez Musharraf. In addition,
U.S. president George Bush had also called up Mr :
Vajpayee before the attacks on Afghanistan. All this !}
figured in Mr Vajpayee’s 30-minute talk with Ms ,
Gandhi, government sources said, stating that the .
PM felt that such one-to-one meetings were more
useful instead of large all-party meetings. f
While this unshceduled meeting between Mr ;
Vajpayee and Ms Gandhi set the ;
political grapevine abuzz about a ;
closer understanding between the
two leaders, Mr Krishna’s cancella-
tion of the NDC meeting suggested
otherwise. Government sources
said the decision to hold an “infor- :
mal Davos-like meeting” of CMs ;
outside Delhi was mooted at the :
, September 1 NDC meeting. Mr
WAL Krishna, it was stated, agreed to
host the meeting. The dates were fixed, preparations
got underway and the CMs were even asked to iden-
tify issues for discussion but Mr Krishna suddenly
cried off.

When contacted, Congress spokesperson S.Jaipal
Reddy said he had spoken to Mr Krishna on
Wednesday who reiterated that he had asked the
Centre to reschedule the meeting as the dates coin- ;
cided with the Dasara festivities. He denied that :
party president Ms Gandhi had asked him to call off !
the meeting. Sources said it is not just this pro- ;
gramme which was called off but Chhattisgarh chief
minister Ajit Jogi, who had invited the PM for a ;
function at Raipur on November 1, has also backed :
off following Ms Gandhi’s show of disapproval. ,

e e
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w0 Re-engaging Pakistan

Despite the bitterness that lingers after Agra, India
would be short-sighted in not taking the opportunity to
re-engage Pakistan at this critical moment.

Uit

BOUT THREE weeks ago the Pa-

kistan President, Gen. PerVez

Musharraf, in defending his deci-

sion to support American military
action against Afghanistan, called on India
to lay off Pakistan. But this week, he picked
up the phone to talk to the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with apparently
a conciliatory message. What is going on?
Gen. Musharraf’s call surely came at the
urging of the United States and Britain,
which are deeply concerned at the mount-
ing Indo-Pakistan tensions after the Octo-
ber 1 terrorist attack in Srinagar. But the
more important question is whether Gen.
Musharraf’s call opens the door for reviv-
ing the peace process between India and
Pakistan.

The visit of the U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, in the next few days to
the subcontinent and the prospect of an
early visit to Pakistan by the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, reflect
the rapidly shifting terrain of the relations
between India, Pakistan and the U.S. since
the attacks on New York and Washington a
month ago. The transformation of this tri-
angular relationship could be one of the
most likely consequences of the American
war against international terrorism. For
India, this may be an important opportu-
nity to set in motion a process that could
nudge Pakistan in a positive direction with
assistance from the global community.

India’s own political mood since the
September 11 terrorist attacks has tended
to oscillate between extremes, Its initial
expectation was that Pakistan, as an im-
portant sponsor of international terrorism,
will finally face the wrath of the interna-
tional community. But the coalition redis-
covered the importance of Pakistan in the
battle to isolate the Taliban. This generat-
ed deep political discomfort in New Delhi
that Islamabad may gain at its expense in
the new international context. The terror-
ist outrage against the Assembly in Srina-
gar earlier this month appeared to confirm
India’s worst suspicions that Pakistan will
now be emboldened to step up its cross-
border violence. When Mr. Vajpayee
threatened that India was losing its pa-
tience with Pakistan and would be com-
pelled to respond to Islamabad’s
provocations, the international communi-
ty woke up.

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair, decided to come to India after his
dash to Pakistan, in a bid to calm the nerv-
es in New Dethi and step up the pressure

on Islamabad to exercise restraint. Since’

then, Gen. Musharraf has sacked the chief
of the Inter-Services-Intelligence (ISI), Lt.
Gen. Mahmoud Ahmad, known to be in
league with the jehadis, and superseded
two others who were his close allies in
ousting the civilian government of Mr. Na-
waz Sharif two years ago. Under pressure
from the U.S., Gen. Musharraf has also be-
gun to crack down on extremist groups in
Pakistan organising street protests. '

In his telephonic talk with Mr. Vajpayee

show the way forward in a difficult situa-
tion.Gen. Musharraf’s intentions may or
may not have changed. But what has cer-
tainly changed is the international context
after September 11. Gen. Musharraf’s
compulsions and policy alternatives have
altered dramatically following the Amer-
ican war against international terrorism.
As he twists in the wind whipped up by the
confrontation between the U.S. and the
Taliban, Gen. Musharraf’s swagger that we
saw in New Delhi and Agra has gone.
Many in India have argued that Gen.
Musharraf's hand has been strengthened
by the international crisis. As the world
rushes to embrace Gen. Musharraf, Pakis-

on Monday, Gen. Musharraf,
at Jeast verbally, condemned
the terrorist attack in Srina-

WORLD VIEW

tan is no longer being shunned
the way it had been after the

gar, promised cooperation in confronting
international terrorism and called for re-
newed diplomatic engagement. India will
have a right to be sceptical about Gen.
Musharraf’s intentions. After the approach
he unveiled during his visit to Delhi and
Agra in July, caution and distrust of his
commitment to peace with India may be
natural in New Delhi.

After all, twice in the last three years Mr.
Vajpayee had reached out to Pakistan in
travelling to Lahore and in inviting Gen.
Musharraf for the Agra summit. India got
the war in Kargil within weeks after Mr.
Vajpayee returned from Lahore. After Agra,
India was left with a sense of being walked
all over by Gen. Musharraf. Despite the
bitterness that lingers after Agra, India
would be short-sighted in not taking the
opportunity to re-engage Pakistan at this
critical moment.

Why should India engage Pakistan after
Lahore and Agra? What is there to suggest
that Gen. Musharraf, the perpetrator of
Kargil and the offending guest at Agra, can
now be seen as a credible interlocutor for

. India? Cynics would be right to ask these

questions. Cynicism can indeed be a
healthy antidote to unrealistic policies by
governments. But cynicism can never

military coup of October 1999.
Following September 11, the U.S. has com-
mitted itself to shore up Gen. Musharraf as
he gropes to find a way forward for Pakis-
tan in the present crisis. Pessimists in the
capital have been tempted to see these two
facts as inimical to India. But there is a
different way of looking at them.

In gaining American support for his own
survival, Gen. Musharraf has had to pay a
price in sacrificing the huge strategic in-
vestments that the Pakistani establish-
ment has made in Afghanistan over the
last two decades. As part of the war against
international terrorism, Gen. Musharraf is
now being asked to help strangulate his
own creation, the Taliban, dismantle the
infrastructure for terrorism in Afghanistan,
and begin to crack down on the ideological
support bases inside Pakistan itself. The
U.S. has thrown a vital economic lifeline
for Gen. Musharraf. While it promises to
bail him out, the U.S. has also acquired a
powerful new leverage over Gen. Mushar-
raf. Washington has manoeuvred itself as
the most potent influence on Pakistan’s
internal and external policies.

The diplomatic challenge for India is to
ensure that this new levarage of the in-
ternational community is utilised to push
Pakistan in the short term to curb its sup-
port for violence in India and over the
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long-term towards political moderation,
economic modernisation and peace with
its neighbours. When Mr. Powell comes
here next week, his immediate concerns
would be the stability of the internationat
coalition in the present war and the pre-
vention of an escala®on of Indo-Pakistan
tensions to the nuclear level.

India needs to reaffirm at once its com-
mitment to restraint as well as a refusal to
accept further provocations from Pakistan
across the border. In other words, India
will not initiate meves to destabilise the
situation; but it will respond to acts of ter-
rorism with all means at its command.
Looking beyond the immediate concerns,
India and the U.S. have a common interest
in stabilising Pakistan as a moderate Is-
lamic state. Finding ways to think and
work together on this objective must be
the centre-piece of India’s talking points
with Gen. Powell. The short-term require-
ment for moving towards this goal is in-
deed an end to the sponsorship of
terrorism by Pakistan

In promoting this long-term objective,
India needs to express a readiness to re-
engage Pakistan. A possible trip by Mr. Jas-
want Singh to Islamabad in the coming
Wweeks could help directly reassure Pakis-
tan that India has no desire to fish in its
troubled waters. Mr. Singh could also reaf-
firm India’s willingness to begin compre-
hensive negctiations with Pakistan on all
issues, with special political focus on the
dispute over Jammu and Kashmir, terror-
ism, and nuclear confidence-building
measures. There was a near agreement at
Agra in July to discuss these issues at the
political level. If Pakistan agrees to imme-
diately turn off the tap of cross-border vio-
lence, Mr. Singh should be ready to
announce an agreement in Pakistan to be-
gin talks on these subjects as well as others
such as trade, Siachen and people-to-peo-
ple contacts at the official level.

As the stage is set for a crucial round of
triangular talks among India, Pakistan and
the U.S.. the formula for diplomatic suc-
cess presents itself. Gen. Powell needs to
persuade Gen. Musharraf to put down the
gun and accept a comprehensive dialogue
with India. In return, New Delhi should
agree to negntiate seriously on Kashmir as
part of a broader nornalisation of rela-
tions with islamabad.



India can nurture relations with the US without having to barter itself away
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the terrorist attacks on America,
the US and its allies launched mili-
tary operdtions against the Taliban

FOUR DAYS short of a month after

regime of Afghanistan. President Bush, .

in his speech announcing the com-
mencement of the military operations,
indicated that the campaign against ter-
rorism would be a long-term exercise
against terrorist organisations, individ-
uals and States and entities which give
them support and sanctuary.

There are two dimensions in which
India’s responses to this evolving anti-
terrorist strategy is pertinent: foreign
policy and external security dimensions
on the one hand, and the internal social
and political implications of our respons-
es on the other. |

The general reaction to the attacks
on America 'was of condemnation and
acknowledgement that decisive action
has to be taken against terrorism of all
categories. There is a consensus that
such action on the part of India should be
based on our own experience as a victim.
This approach may be logical as far as it
goes. But it is the emotional content of
our response in domestic political terms
which is a matter of concern.

One notices a jingoistic response not
only in public but even in government
circles. There is an absurd view that
Islam and terrorist violence are synony-
mous and that Muslims generally are
inclined towards terrorism. This is an
unacceptable proposition, but is finding
expression in governmental policies.
There is a suspicion in our establishment
about Muslim educational institutions
which breeds a wrong approach.

‘The Students’ Islamic Movement of
India (SIMI) was banned by the govern-
ment last month. If extremist religious
ideological views and related activities
by this group necessitated this step, it
would be legitimate to ask why the gov--
ernment has not banned the Bajrang Dal
and the VHP. How is-it that the govern-
ment has not undertaken a structured,
long-term campaign against organisa-
tions like the ULFA, the Bodos, and the
supporters of the LTTE?

Why is it that India has not been able to
take any effective action against Dawood
Ibrahim who was responsible for the

. Bombay blasts and subsequent commu-
nal violence? What is the explanation for
our government not having taken appro-
priate action against thdse who destroyed
the Babri masjid?

It is essential that in our political and
sociological reactions, we should distin-
guish between the practitioners of terror
and communal violence of all categories
and the religious, cultural identities of
major communities which constitute the

By J.N. Dixir

COME TOGETHER: US Secretary of State Colin Powell and Jaswant Singh in Washington

citizenry of the Indian republic. We must
remember that a prejudiced attitude
towards Muslims poses a more serious
threat toIndia’s territorial integrity than
any terrorist violence.

It is time that political leadership of all
our parties undertakes a conscious exer-
cise to educate public opinion that India
distinguishes between the phenomenon
of terrorism/terrorists and the accident
of such entities belonging to one commu-
nity or the other.

The most important point regarding the
issue of the external dimensions of our
responses is that while high level political
consultations have taken place between
Prime Minister Vajpayee, Foreign Minis-
ter Jaswant Singh and National Security
Advisor Brajesh Mishra with their coun-
terparts in Russia, England, France and
the US, there has been no substantive sig-
nal from any of these countries that they
will specifically take care of Indian con-
cerns related to Pakistan’s subversive
activities against the unity and territorial
integrity of India.

India has been advised not to take any
strong action against Pakistan-sponsored
terrorist acts whatever the provocation
so that President Musharraf does not
change his mind about supporting
the American anti-terrorist campaign
against Afghanistan. India has also been
told in general terms that once the top
priority objective of dealing with the
Taliban and Osama bin Laden is met,
other phenomena of terrorism would-be
addressed suitably on a long-term basis.

One is not clear what this means. One
must also anticipate that the US will have
to be responsive to Pakistani demands for
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quid pro quo on Jammu and Kashmir in
the light of the support it has been receiv-
ing from Pakistan. My anticipation
would be of the US and other major pow-
ers telling India to refrain from effective
action against Pakistan and to work
towards a compromise on the Kashmir
issue responsive to the Pakistani points
of view to the extent possible. One hopes
this speculation will prove to be wrong.

At the end of Tony Blair’s visit to
New Delhi, Vajpayee stated that India
would like a moderate government in
Afghanistan consisting of representa-
tives of all ethnic and religious groups
constituting the Afghanistan nation.
When you compare this statement with
policy objectives on the subject articulat-
ed by the US and its alligs, one again dis-
cerns ambiguity in the latter. The aim of
the US and its allies seems to remove the
Taliban from power and put in place a
government under the titular leadership
of former King Zahir Shah through the
instrumentality of Northern Alliance.

There is no clarity of ideas on the part
of western powers as'to which Pashtun
groups will emerge as an alternative to
the Taliban, which is essentially a Pash-
tun dominated and supported organisa-
tion. No government can be stable in
Afghanistan without the Pashtuns play-
ing the most important role, they being
the majority of the civil society in
Afghanistan.

One also anticipates a period of civil
war even if a government is established
in Afghanistan with the support of west-
ern democracies. What should concern
us as Indians most is the manner in
which our government is handling the

Handle with care

emerging volatile situation. One respects
the knowledge and the diplomatic capac-
ities of Jaswant Singh. But one cannot
help but conclude that we have been
excessive and not calibrated in our inter-
action with the US at this important junc-
ture in South Asian developments.

There is no doubt that nurturing a close
working relationship with the US should
be a matter of very high priority in our
foreign policy. But it should not be at the
cost of ignoring its multi-dimensional
strategic and tactical requirements. There
is also a need to sustain continuity in the
most important ingredients in our foreign
policy — that is of India retaining its free-
dom of options to exercise multifarious
choices to meet its national interests.
The non-aligned movement might have
become irrelevant, but remaining non-
aligned in the sense mentioned above
remains absolutely relevant.

1t is in this context that one asks the
following questions: Why is it that no
detailed communication on the develop-
ments in intarnational terrorism and our
responses has gone to our neighbours
in South Asia, South-east Asia and to
China? Should not a high-level political
envoy have visited the capitals of our
South Asian neighbours and important
countries like Malaysia and Indonesia?
Should not there have been a message
from Vajpayee to Chinese Prime Minister
Zhu Rongji? -

If these steps had been taken, why have
not they been made public? Again, has
there been a focused high-level political
briefing from our external affairs minister
or minister of state for the Arab and Mus-
lim ambassadors on our recent policy deci-
sions? Did we brief our ambassadors of
South-east Asian and African countries?
Or is it the view of our government that

. once you are on the right side of the US

and other important western powers, the
rest of the world will understand India’s
position and be supportive of India?

Our foreign minister should also be
aware that in segments of Indian public
opinion, the feeling is that he is being
over-supportive of the US to which Amer-
ican responses have been just courteous
and cosmetic. There is also the revival of
the memory of him personally escorting
the Pakistan-based terrorists — Masood
Azhar in particular — to Kandahar
whose reward to India was the bombing
of a legislative building at Srinagar.

India should not be perceived as play-
ing a secondary supportive role in deal-
ing with a major international crisis, and
that also as a supporter whose overtures
seem to remain unrequited so far. It is
time that we reassert our sense of seif.
This need not result in any erosion of our
nurturing India-US relations.

/



India upbeat after
- Bush, Putn} call |

b

NII.OVA ROY CHAUDHURY
| STA Al Co

|
. NEW DELHI, Oct. 9. -~ The Rrime Minister’s talks with Mr
. George W Bush, Mr Vladimiy Putin and General Pervez
- Musharraf over the telephone have raised India’s hopes.
Senior officials said the forexgn ce is confident that India’s
; views will play a vital role in the post-Taliban dispensation in
Afghanistan. At a Cabinet meeting today, Mr Jaswant Singh
' briefed his eoll::gues on the details of the conversations. They
| were also updated on the emerging situation in Afghanistan.
] Mr Bush called up Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee to apprise him of
theé attacks and to tell him that India’s concerns vis-a-vis Jaish-
! e-Mohammed would be addressed with a soon-to-be-announced
ban on the outfit. Mr Putin called to discuss the progress of the
United Front in which both countries have keen interests.
{ Mr Omar Farooq, attended a meeting at the Tajikistan capital, | :
' Dushanbe, where it was decided that levels of assistance to the | «
i Northern Alliance would be raised. Gen Musharraf’s call was an | «
' acknowledgement that India’s opinions carried weight in the |
region and it would be better to work in harmony. ‘
The Cabinet also discussed the post-Taliban scenario and the
nature of government that could emerge if the Taliban falls.
“The best thing for India,” an official said, “would be the re-
installation of the Burhanuddin Rabbani government in Kabul.”
India and the UN still recognise the Rabbani government,
comprising key mujahideen (anti-Soviet war heroes) figures
(including the late Ahmed Shah Masood and Gulbuddin
Hekmatayar), as the legitimate government of Afghanistan.
India would also be willing to have Zahir Shah as a figurehead of
a Pashtun-dominated government, chosen from the traditional
Loya Jirgah (conclave of tribal elders), but “would strongly
oppose any elements of the Taliban being included.”
Foreign visits: Mr Jaswant Singh today called his Chinese
counterpart, Mr Tang Jiaxuan, over the phone and discussed
Sino-Indian cooperation to fight terrorism. Mr Singh’s 11-13
October visit to China has been deferred because of the strikes on
Afghanistan. The Chinese premier, Mr Zhu Rongji's visit to India
in November has been put off and he may come early next year.
Pakistan too requested%{r Singh to vigit that country “as soon as
possible,” if the Prime Minister couldn’t do so. Gen Pervez Mus- |
harraf yesterday remewed his invitation to Mr Atal Behari : :
Vajpayee when they talked over phone. The German Chancellor, B
Mr Gerhard Schroeder, will visit India later this month the | '
US secretary of state, Gen Colin Powell, next week. [ 1




By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 8. The Left parties
today reiterated the demand that
the BJP-led Government should
not take part in the U.S.-spon-
sored war against Afghanistan.

The parties also decided to hold
nationwide protests on October
12 demanding the war be stopped
and that a struggle be waged
against terrorism in accordance
with international laws.

Through a joint statement the
parties — CP1-M, CPI, AIFB and
the RSP — warned that joining
the America-led war would have
dangerous  consequences for
South Asia and also for national
sovereignty.

Reiterating that those respon-
sible for the terrorist attacks in
U.S. on September 11 should be
brought to justice through the
United Nations and on the basis
of international law, these parties
said by launching a full-scale war
against Afghanistan, the main
sufferers would be the people
since the missiles and bombs
rained on the country would kill
innocent people.

“All democratic and peace-lov-
ing people in South Asia are deep-
ly concerned about the casualties
of war and the consequences for
the region”, the statement said.

The Left parties also called for a
joint campaign in protest against
“this unilateral war launched by

. America and its NATO allies” and

decided to hold nationwide dem-
onstration on Friday.

The signatories to the joint
statement included, the general
secretaries of four Left parties,
Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet (CPI-
M), Mr. A.B. Bardhan (CPI), Mr.

ebabrata Biswas (AIFB) an Mr
. Pankajakshan (RSP).

Meanwhile, the CPI(ML) took
the lead in organising ‘an anti-
war protests’ today at different
places in the country including
Delhi, Patna, Kolkata and Luck-
now. The party activists criticised
the bombings on Afghanistan and
killing of innocent civilians. The
party also warned the Vajpayee
Government to desist from giving
support and legitimacy to the uni-
lateral war launched by the U.S.
and Britain.

The Revolutionary Socialists
Party (RSP), at its two- day central
committee meeting which con-
cluded today, also adopted a reso-
lution on the post-September 11
situation and condemned the
stand of the Vajpayee Govern-
ment on it.

The party observed that the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had offered all assist-
ance to the U.S.-war designs with-
out even being asked for and
“exposed the nation to the omi-
nous designs of imperialist forces
without caring for religious de-
mography of India.”

Protect national

interest: Cong.
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 8. The Congress to-
day voiced reservations over the
failure of the global coalition to
address India’s concerns on the
issue of cross- border terrorism. It
also cautioned the Centre against
allowing “India’s vital interests to
be relegated to the background”
in the war against terrorism.

The party said that India’s case

agafnst Paklsta?l s’[!onsored ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir
had not been presented forcefully
by the Vajpayee Government.

However, conscious of not
wishing to be seen as trying to
conduct a separate foreign policy
or takmg a position diametrically
opposite to that of the Govern-
ment, it tempered its stand. It said
that India was the longest-suffer-
ing target of cross-border terror-
ism and yet the global coalition
had not addressed its concerns.

The CWC resolution of Septem-
ber 19, it said, had clearly stated
that while a global coalition
against terrorism was long over-
due, the world community would
have to take into account India’s
concerns and predicament in the
face of sustained cross-border
terrorism.

The resolution also stated that
it did not view the fight against
terrorism as a civilizational con-
flict between Islam and the West.

In a statement issued today as
part of its reaction to the U.S.
bombing of Afghanistan, the Con-
gress urged the Government to
“strive more vigorously, than it
has so far done’’ towards making
the world appreciate India’s con-
cerns. '

It expressed sadness that Af-
ghanistan had once again been
pushed into the trauma of war,
and regretted that the Taliban
had failed to respond to the con-
cerns of the world against wanton
terrorism and violence.

Expressing its concern for the
people of Afghanistan, it ex-
pressed the hope that the conflict

would not be an unenging trage-
dy for it.
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BOMB SCARE IN MUMBAI AS GOVT REVIEWS SECla?i'TY IN WA
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‘Look east’

tip for Atal GF

terror fight N

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 27: Opposition
leaders today asked the govern-
ment to “look east” in forging an
anti-terror front even as Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee clarified
that his government had not
given the US any “direct or indi-
rect” assurance on making the
country’s air bases available for
an attack on Afghanistan.

Vajpayee, who met non-NDA
leaders to thrash out a national
consensus, said: “We have not
given any direct or indirect as-
surance to the US about offering
our bases and we should put an
end once and for all to such spec-
ulation.” Leaders of the Con-
gress, the Left parties, ADMK,
Telugu Desam, Bahujan Samaj
Party, Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal attended
the meeting.

Congress leader K. Natwar
Singh and CPT’s A.B. Bardhan
underlined the need for regroup-
ing non-aligned countries, say-
ing retaliatory action against the
September 11 strikes should
have the United Nation’s sanc-
tion. Natwar, head of the AICC
cell on foreign affairs, said the
government should “look east”.

The former external affairs
minister said the government
should hold talks with neigh-
bouring countries to make com-
mon cause against terrorism.
The hint was greater involve-
ment with China. Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi is leaving for
Beijing on October 10 on the invi-
tation of Li Peng, number two in
the Chinese establishment.

Though Sonia was invited
three months ago, her engage-
ments in China assume signifi-
cance in view of the world situa-
tion following the terrorist at-
tacks on New York and Washing-
ton. Sonia was not present at
today’s meeting as she was visit-
ing Amethi, her constituency.

Vajpayee said he was for an
all-party national campaign
against terrorism. He said par-
ties should caution people
against those trying to equate
Islam with terrorism and em-
phasised the need for communal
harmony. Vajpayee said his gov-
ernment was under no illusions
about depending on anyone for
its battle against terrorism.

Natwar said the government
should avoid steps that could go
against the country’s long-sus-
tained policy of non-alignment.
“We are with the government
but don’t want it to take any step
which would run counter to the
policy of non-alignment pursued
by the country,” he said.

Left leaders said the govern-
ment should activate the United
Nations instead of merely be-
coming a “follower of America”.

Bardhan suggested that the
government should also have
close consultations with neigh-
bouring countries instead of
only being in touch with Western
countries.

The Opposition leaders said
India should not get involved
militarily in any US-led actinn
against Afghanistan and strong-
ly felt that the UN and Non-Alig-
ned Movement countries should
be galvanised in the current
fight against global terrorism.

External affairs minister
Jaswant Singh briefed the lead-
ers about Vajpayee’s telephonic
contacts with US President
George W. Bush and British pre-
mier Tony Blair. He also told
them about interactions with his
counterparts from Russia,
Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
France, the US and Pakistan.

Jaswant gave a detailed
account of Delhi’s assessment
of the internal situation in Pak-
istan and Afghanistan and the
situation that might emerge in
the coming two months. He said
India and the US were also shar-
ing intelligence.

Workers at Mumbai’s Nariman Point look up at a building which was evacuated following a false bomb alarm. (AFP)

Delhi braces for copycat strikes

FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, Sept. 27: The search
is on for a World Trade Center in
India. No, not literally. But since
the September 11 strikes in the
US, the government is bracing it-
self for copycat strikes on India’s
commercial and political nerve
centres.

The Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity, which has met several
times since the attacks, has dis-
cussed all aspects of the fallout of
the strikes. The government fears
that sooner or later there could be
similar attempts by terrorists in
India.

Though India has long experi-
ence in dealing with terrorists —
in the Northeast, Punjab and
Kashmir — the challenges now
are different. “It’s a totally differ-
ent ball game. September il
has changed everything, not just
in India but all over the world,” a

senior official said.

The country has to take a fresh
look at its security set-up. The
threat now stretches far beyond
the usual targets to include com-
mercial and political symbols of
the country, Indian security agen-
cies have been told to locate these
sensitive targets.

Cabinet secretary T.R. Prasad
is summoning chief secretaries of
states soon {g begin discussions
on the new seturity threat. States
will be asked to review buildings
and areas that could fall under the
category of symbols.

Prasad will also tell the offi-
cials not to be complacent and dis-
miss the US strikes as something
that happened far away. “The ur-
gency and immediacy is lost on
certain state governments,” an of-
ficial said. The object of the series
of meetings the Cabinet secretary
will hold is to explain the real
threat to this country.

Osama bin Laden is alleged to
have named the US, Israel and
India as the three countries to be
targeted by his militants. The ve-
racity of India being on the list
cannot be ascertained, but no one
wants to take a chance.

Prasad will begin with chief
secretaries of northern states and
ask them to pull up their socks. Of-
ficials realise that the concept of
security has changed dramatical-
ly and is now an entirely new ball
game. India has faced several hi-
jacks, the latest being IC 814 that
was flown to Kandahar. In retro-
spect, it seems to have been an
easy deal as the hijackers had
placed their demands and were
willing to negotiate. In the US, the
hijacked planes were used to rip
through the WTC and the Penta-
gon,

Countrywide, traditional secu-
rity meant protecting “vital in-
stallations”. These are nuclear

and defence establishments, air-
ports, power stations, major
bridges and military airfields. But
today, security extends much be-
yond these parameters. “The
Bombay Stock Exchange has to be
factored in as a target of attack.
Buildings in Mumbai’s Dalal
Street, the Reserve Bank of India,
Rashtrapati Bhavan or Parlia-
ment House, all of these are now
exposed to a different kind of dan-
ger,” an official said.

In the days before the US at-
tacks, the most one could expect
were car bombs or mines around
sensitive areas like Parliament or
the residences of the President,
the Prime Minister and Cabinet
ministers. Protecting these tar-
gets from aircraft missiles may be
difficult. The government is doing
whatever possible, but officials
wryly admit that there is no full-
proof protection when zealot;
bent on suicide missions,
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/éraiesh Mishra discusses Afghan
crisis with French officials

o

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS,\SEPT. 27. The National Security Adviser and
ipal Secretary to the Prime Minister, Mr. Brajesh
Mishra, today spent several hours talking to high-level
French diplomats and politicians here. The discus-
sions centred around the aftermath of the September
11 attacks and the Afghanistan situation and what the
future holds. - ﬂ?

Earlier, Mr. Mishra arrived here following consulfa-
tions in Washington.

Indian officials described the meetings here as “‘ve-
ry timely because the situation is in a state of flux.
There is still no complete clarity about both the mil-
itary and political aspects. With what is happening in
the Security Council, there is a fluid situation. So it
was a very timely and frank exchange of views,” the
Indian Ambassador, Mr. Kanwal Sibal, told The
Hindu.

Officials said, “‘the French were keen to know our
perceptions and our concerns and how we looked at
the impact of what was happening in Afghanistan on
the internal situation in Pakistan.”

The French were keen on knowing India’s reading
of the situation in Pakistan, especially the stability of
the Government. The two sides exchanged percep-
tions about the U.S. thinking of the future of Afghan-
istan, the nature of contacts between the U.S. and
Russia, the views of the Northern Alliance, what
would an international coalition for Afghanistan imp-
ly and related issues, including the current discus-
* sions in the U.N. Security Council. Officials said there
was a ‘“‘remarkable similarity of views and a remarka-
ble similarity of questions posed by both sides”.

Mr. Christophe Jaffrelot, the Director of CERI, the
Centre for Research in International Relations, said
terrorism in Kashmir could worsen unless there was
“a simultaneous crackdown on the Taliban and the
Islamic extremist movements in Pakistan. If they seize
this opportunity to flush out the extremists. But that
would mean that Gen. Musharraf would not be using
his people in Kashmir. Or it would mean an eradica-
tion of them by the Americans and that they are not at
all likely to do.”

He said Kashmir was not seen as an issue of nation-
ality or nationhood yet.

Mr. Mishra met Mr. Gerard Herera, head of the
French Foreign Office, but could not meet the Foreign
Minister, Mr. Hubert Vedrine, who is not here. Mr.

Mishra also met the French President, Mr. Jaques Chi-
rac’s top political advisers and had a working session
with Mr. Xavier de Villepin, President of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
who will be here tomorrow will hold talks with his
French counterpart and also call on Mr. Chirac. Sig-
nificantly, he will also meet France’s Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. Alain Richard. A senior French diplomat told
The Hindu that Mr. Mishra's visit was “unscheduled
but not surprising given the close strategic dialogue
that exists between India and France.”

The talks between Mr. Herera and Mr. Mishra cen-
tred principally on the post-September 11 crisis.
Sources said Mr. Mishra apprised the French of the
assurances extended by Washington on U.S. support
to halt cross-border terrorism in Kashmir, which is
likely to increase if Pakistani ‘jehadis’ lose their hold
over Afghanistan.

‘“We are conscious of the difficult situation in Kash-
mir. Qur perception of terrorism is not different from
that of India’s, and we have established the special
Indo-French working group on terrorism which held
its first meeting on September 7 last, just prior to the
tragic events in the U.S. So there is no “before and
after” 11 September scenario. France has tabled a
resolution aimed at curbing terrorists’ financial cir-
cuits and India and France share the same views.”

Asked whether France would continue to sell.arms
to Pakistan, a regime which has been harbouring ter-
rorists on its soil, the official said: “France has not
signed any new contracts for arms sales to Pakistan.
We have only delivered equipment which had been
paid for and there are no new contracts... We have
always had good ties with Pakistan and continue to do
s0. But our relations with India are particularly warm,
dense and close, quite different from our relations
with Pakistan. When we say that the Kashmir issue
should be resolved within the framework of the Shim-
la Agreement, the Pakistanis see us as being pro-In-
dia. On the question of terrorism in Kashmir we have
had discussions with India at various levels. The U.S.
assurances to India of increased cooperation over ter-
rorism in Kashmir should not affect our relationship,”
the diplomat said.

However, top-level Indian officials were more cate-
gorical, saying the present pressure being exerted on
Pakistan would definitely impact Indo-French rela-
tions.
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/India is spreadmg 1&3

diplomatic Wlngs WY

By Manoj Joshi
Times News Network

NEW DELHI: Despite criticism at
home, India is using the September
11 tragedy in the United States to
spread its diplomatic wings.
Diplomatic observers here say that
New Delhi is displaying great
maturity and moving in a sure-
footed fashion across the diplomat-
ic landscape. Its most recent mani-
festation is the intense interaction
with like-minded countries like
Russia and France, as well as the
U.S,, on the faliout of the terrorist
attacks.

French President Jacques Chirac
called the Prime Minister last
Saturday. On Tuesday, national
security adviser Brajesh Mishra
will have discussions with his coun-
terpart Gerard Errera in Paris and
on Wednesday defence and exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant Singh
will meet Hubert Vedrine and
Alain Richard in the French
Capital.

Both Mr Mishra and Mr Singh
will be stopping over in Paris, the
former returning from discussions
with U.S. officials, and the latter en
route to Washington where he will

‘the Indians would like the

meet, among others, secretarye of
state Colin Powell.

What is interesting is that while
the U.S. remains the premier desti-
nation, the road to Washington
now goes via Paris rather than
London. “This is the outcome of a
growing identity of views between
India and countries like France and
Russia,” says a New Delhi-based
West European diplomat.

Indian officials maintain that

" their ties with Britain are equally

strong, citing the Prime Minister’s
conversation with Tony Blair and
Jaswant Singh’s telephonic discus-
sions with his counterpart Jack
Straw. But, they concede, in terms
of their world view and security
strategy, the British arg ¢ tied
to the US.
In the current situation, for\exam-
ple, the French, the Russiafs and
to
play a greater role than it is playing
at present. All three are keenly
aware of the economic and military
might of the U.S. and seek to main-
tain good ties with it, but they are

also committed to a polycentric
world order wheyz one country

is dominant.
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. NEW DELMI, SEPT 23. As part of the

ﬂaudi Minister

telephones¥ ¥
Jaswant Singh

By Our Special Correspondent |

ongoing worldwide consultations
that are taking place on the devel-
oping situation that is threatening
a war in this region, the Saudi
Foreign Minister, Prince Saud al-
Fasal, spoke to External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, for
about 10 minutes today., WA

He is reported to have con- |
veyed to Mr. Singh that India’s
views and her role in the present
situation were “crucial.” He sug-
gested, and Mr. Singh agreed, that |

. India and Saudi Arabia keep in |

[

constant touch in these difficult |
circumstances. ()//ﬁ‘ !

The spokesperson of the E e'&i
nal Affairs Ministry, Ms. Nirupa [
ma Rao, later said that there was a* |
“mutuality of views.” 1

In fact, during the last few days, '
there have been several high-level
contacts on telephone between
leaders in India and other coun-
tries. Significantly, among those
who called Mr. Singh was Israel’s
Foreign Minister, Mr. Shimon
Peres.

Over the last one week, high-
level consultations have taken
place between leaders in India
and other countries in the after-
math of the September 11 terror-
ist attacks on the United States
which is now threatening to en-
gulf this region in a prolonged
military conflict.

On Saturday, it was the French
President, Mr. Jacques Chirac,’
who spoke with Mr. Vajpayee af-
ter a visit to the United States. Ex-
actly a week ago, the US.
President, Mr. George Bush, ex-
changed notes with Mr. Vajpayee
on the ongoing crisis.

The buzz of diplomatic activity

. is being seen as an attempt by the
i U.S.-led Western alliance to take
! into confidence nations outside

- the core of this alliance, to avoid
, giving a religious or even a racist
© angle to the war that is looming

large on the horizon.

From this point of view, consul-
tations with Indig-and some Mus-
lim countries” have become
significant.
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By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELH, SEPT. 20. Like much else
in the world after September 11,
the triangular relationship among
India, Pakistan and the United
States may be poised for a signif-
icant transformation. But will this
change be harmful or helpful to
India?

It will be tempting to interpret
the reported American plans to
resume economic assistance to
Pakistan — in return for Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf’s support for U.S.
military operations against Af-
ghanistan — as a throw back to
the bad old days of American en-
dearment to Pakistan. But the
past may not always be a reliable
guide to the future.

Much water has passed under
the bridge since the end of the
Cold War. Moving away from its
earlier tilt towards Pakistan,
Washington has set in motion a
new engagement with India and
Pakistan, with each on its own
merits.

Having demanded and got Pa-
kistan to accede to all its demands
in the war against international
terrorism, the U.S. was bound to
signal its commitment to a nation
which has once again been com-

pelled to become a front line
State. There is no question of the
critical importance of Pakistan —
its territory is adjacent to the tar-
gets in Afghanistan and it has
enormous information and intel-
ligence on the Taliban — for the
U.S. in dealing with the immedi-
ate aftermath of the terrorist at-
tacks.

Ironically, Pakistan appears to
have become, at once, a part of
the problem and the solution to
America’'s new security predica-
ment. The infrastructure for ter-
rorism that Pakistan has nurtured
over the last two decades in its
own territory and in that of Af-
ghanistan makes it a part of the
problem. In U.S. eyes, the imme-
diate need to destroy the perpe-
trators of the tragedy last week
makes Pakistan part of the solu-
tion as well.

While India acknowledges U.S.
concerns of the moment and
closely monitors the package of
assistance to Pakistan, it is nat-
urally concerned about the po-
tential tension between the
tactical goals of the U.S. and its
proclaimed strategic interest in
combating international terror-
ism in a comprehensive manner.
[t is in this context that India has

noted positively the remarks of
the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, on Wednesday that there

was an opportunity in the present.

crisis to shake terrorism loose
from sponsor States.

India would, however, need
some reassurance from the Bush
administration that its renewed
support to Pakistan would imply
no toleration of Islamabad’s sup-
port to cross-border terrorism,
and that nothing will be trans-
ferred to Pakistan that will endan-
ger India’s security.

At the same time India too
needs to reassure the U.S. that it
has no desire to complicate the
security calculus of Pakistan
when it is facing its gravest na-
tional crisis. Gen. Musharraf’s de-
cision to raise the bogey of the
Indian threat on Wednesday must
indeed be dismissed, but it would
serve India’s interests to send sig-
nals that will calm the nerves in
Washington and Islamabad.

The key to a successful regional
coalition against terrorism neces-
sarily involves strong American
pressure on Pakistan to turn off
the tap of terrorism against India
and prevent the redirection of je-
hadis into Jammu and Kashmir.
That will be consistent with Mr.

" India and U.S.-Pak. ties *' |

Bush’s assertion that he will con-
sult closely with Islamabad and
New Delhi to promote regional
stability.

Equally intriguing are the re-
marks by Mr. Bush that the pre-
sent crisis may offer an important
opportunity to refashion the
thinking between India and Pa-
kistan. This statement comes
along with a reference to the U.S.
interest in reviving the peace
process in West Asia.

Before letting skepticism define
policy, it may well be worthwhile
for India to ponder if there is
room for some creative thinking
about the future of Indo-Pak. re-
lations at a moment when the ge-
opolitics of the region are being
reordered. Having invited Gen.
Musharraf to Agra two months
ago and having decided to see
him again at New York, India may
now want to explore along with
the U.S. steps that could help sta-
bilise Pakistan.

It is in the interest of both New
Delhi and Washington to per-
suade Islamabad to shed the jeha-
di ‘culture and move towards
political moderation and eco-
nomic integration with its neigh-

bours. //
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Sept. 19: Making
common cause with Iran, India
today said Islam should not be
equated with terrorism and the
global fight against it not “limited
to an individual and any single
manifestation alone”.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh spoke with Iran-
ian counterpart Kamal
Kharazzi over phone
this afternoon on the
global situation unfold-
ing after the US strikes.
The duo felt the situa-
tion called for “effective
action which was need-
ed to be based on co-ordi-
nated action and co-op-
eration by the largest
possible number of

countries”. Jaswant

Iranian ambassador
in Delhi M. Moosavi also called on
home minister LK. Advani in
North Block to discuss bilateral
“co-operation in security related
matters”. Sources said bnth coun-
tries sought to know the other’s
perception of the Us
situation and how it sought to
help.

India denied reports that
it was preparing to offer its airbas-
es to the US troops and had
even identified them in the last
Cabinet Committee on Security
meeting.

Dubbing the report “totally
ingorrect”, foreign ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao said
“it was not only ill-timed but also
ill-conceived”. She claimed India
had neither offered airbases nor
had the US asked for access to
them.

Despite its growing closeness
to the US, India values its rela-

dia echoes
v, Iranon
terror wa

tions with Iran, which continues
to be America’s bete noire. O¥él

.the years, the BJP governmért:

has made special efforts to merid
and strengthen ties with Tehera#¥-
and the common Taliban threat:
has speeded up the process. Iraﬁ‘
and India, along with Russia, até
the main backers of the Northext:
Alliance, the only oppositior to’
the Taliban ifi
Afghanistan. W

The upswing in Indo**
Iranian relations was
reflected in the Teherath:
i Declaration signed ﬂm‘
April during Priind
Minister A.B. Vajpay:
ee’s; visit to that coufi-
try. In the declaration:
both. countries cdn-
demned “terrorism ‘ih
all its forms” and deeid:
ed to coordinate their 8
forts to fight the meért-
ace. Iran is also an importan
provider of India’s energy ‘?&-
quirements and the seat of "SHia
Islam. Its geographical locatton-itf
the Persian Gulf also makes3it’
strategicaliy important.

But the -foreign minist¥y’
spokesperson sought to suggtét
that Jaswant’s phone conversh-2
tion with the Iranian leader was®
part of the consultation procéss"
begun by India in the recent past.
Delhi has also been consulting the
US, Russia and the UK in the last.
few days.

India’s attempt appears to bdtq
consult with major world playepm
to evolve a consensus on tackling.
global terrorism. By consultifig
countries in the Islamic and Arab
world, India is also trying to t
the domestic audience that it 1,5_
not only trying to enlist the s
port of the West but also that of its*
traditional friends. /‘
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NEW DE pt. 19. — The
foreign istry  tonight
expressed disappointment at
Gen. Musharrafs “unwarran-
ted” remarks on India. It said
‘the emphasis now should be on
a unifocal approach to terro-
rism and not on Indo-Pak ties.
India’s ambassador to the USA,
Mr Lalit Mansingh, told CNN
tonight: “I thought some of his
(Musharraf's) remarks about
India were unwarranted. We've
no hostility... towards Islam.
We've more Muslims than
Pakistan has. Islam is part of
our legacy and culture.” Does
India have any interest in
Afghanistan? He said: “We've
interest in Afghanistan which is
our neighbour and has historic...
links with India.” — SNS p .
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~ Fears over U.S.-P3

\((() ‘\ By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 18. The ane
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today secured the Union Cabinet’s
endorsement of the Government
stand so far on the changed sit-
uation after last week's terrorist at-
tacks in the United States, but not
before the Cabinet sought and got
some explanations.

Both Mr. Vajpayee and the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, found themselves having to
satisfy Cabinet colleagues who
were exercised over the reported
American willingness to listen to
Pakistan's demands.

This was the first opportunity
the Cabinet had to discuss the
September 11 attacks. The meet-
ing began with Mr. Vajpayee and
the Cabinet observing two min-
utes’ silence, as part of a nation-

c O w1de observance of a “solidarity

day against terrorism’’.

Mr. Jaswant Singh, who first
gave a 30-minute overview, is
learnt to have told the somewhat
animated Cabinet colleagues that
so far there had been no specific
request from the U.S. (Later in the
evening, the Prime Minister also
told reporters that “no specific re-
quests” for assistance had been

ak. *deal’

made by the U.S. but dismissed as
“hypothetical” another question
whether India was prepared to
give “all assistance” as and when
the American requests came in.)
Many Cabinet Ministers wanted
a clarification on the veracity of re-
ports that Pakistan had imposed
certain pre-conditions. Both Mr.
Singh and Mr. L.K. Advani, Home
Minister (who had received the

\C\\"I India, Russia worried

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, SEPT. 18. India and Russia share concerns that any impending
U.S. strike against terrorist bases in Afghanistan may have negative
regional consequences. “We have complete understanding of (the)
consequences for our countries from any military action against the
Taliban,” the National Security Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, said after
his talks with senior Russian officials. “Russia is concerned that the
U.S. strikes may destabilise the situation in Central Asia, whereas India
is worried about their impact on South Asia,” Mr. Mishra said.

afllayed

American Ambassador only on
Monday) asserted that on the au-
thority of most responsible Amer-
ican quarters it could be presumed
that no deal had been cut between
the U.S. and Pakistan.

The Cabinet was informed that
in the first phase the American fo-
cus would be on Osama bin Laden
and it was perhaps inevitable that
Pakistan was better equipped —
because of geography and intelli-
gence assets — to be a better part-
ner. The second phase would
witness a more sustained drive
against terrorists in general and
their networks, and the Americans
were keen on involving India in
this task. These explanations not-
withstanding, the many Cabinet
members remained uncomfort-
able with the alleged American
winking at Pakistan’s past record
in aiding and abetting terrorism.

R At —

w lﬁ!\'

'13..» o ead ‘bU

1




a4

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2001

4"V SEEKING AN ACTIVE ROLE !

INDIA’S LONG QUEST for a meaningful role in
world affairs seems to have acquired a sharper
and more relevant focus in the context of the
current international turbulence over the terror-
ist attacks in the U.S. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has committed India to
“waging peace” by acting in concert with the
U.S. in a planned fight against international ter-
rorism. This is probably inevitable, given India’s
own painful experience with externally spon-
sored terrorism. It is also a welcome sign of polit-
ical maturity that India’s major parties rallied
behind the Prime Minister at a meeting con-
vened in New Delhi on Saturday to discuss the
country’s options in the incrementally volatile
international situation. In many ways, the air-
borne terrorists, who caused a virtual meltdown
of America’s ‘capitalist’ towers, have consigned
the existing global ‘order’ to a new melting pot of
ideas and action plans. As a state braving waves
of terrorist violence, credible indeed is India’s
profound indignation over the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe that a band of anti-U.S. barbarjans
caused in New York last week. A roll-call of vic-
tims, still very difficult to compile for logistical
reasons, will cover not just Americans but also
several other nationals including presumably a
very high number of Indo-Americans as also
non-resident Indians. Obviously, this emotive
reason is in itself a powerful but not the sole
justification for New Delhi’s political inclination
to play a significantly active role alongside the
U.S. in the international war being planned
against the identifiable hotbeds of fanatical ter-
rorism that has acquired a globalised reach.

Strictly speaking, the Vajpayee administra-
tion has certainly been found wanting in artic-
ulating the right reasons for a dramatic shift in
India’s foreign policy. It is an error of judgment
to openly or tacitly portray the present interna-
tional crisis as an opportunity for India in real-

politik garresmanship. For India, an arguable
‘strategic)c;id’ is to b/fﬁk on America’s military

might to try and silence the guns ol Pakistan-
sponsored cross-border terrorism dyring the
course of a possibly total ‘war’ on the motley

- votaries of terror. The Prime Minister could

barely conceal such expectations as he took the
nation into confidence in a televised address
about his new U.S.-supportive initiative. So, it is
of paramount importance that India should con-
sistently and emphatically seek to protect its
overall strategic autonomy as also its independ-
ent foreign policy while joining hands with the
U.S. in the long unpredictable battle against the
scourge of international terror.

A caveat of this magnitude is in tune with
India’s present stature in global politics. In the
first few decades after independence, India had
found itself alone, if not entirely alienated, in its
moral crusade over such issues as global-scale
nuclear and conventional disarmament. Some
truly amazing contradictions of the Cold War
politics of the time accounted for that harsh real-
ity. With the present-day worldwide strategic en-
vironment becoming more hospitable to India’s
enlightened interest in fighting terror, New Delhi
should not miss the chance to make its moral
presence felt. So, there is not much ground for
the shrill voices that are being raised in some
political quarters in India to suggest that New
Delhi should not join forces with the U.S. what-
ever be the cause. To say this is not to ignore two
prime challenges that a U.S.-friendly India will
face. First, the economic consequences of a pos-
sible war on terror must be addressed without
panic. In any case, India cannot afford to be a
‘soft’ state by staying on the sidelines. The sec-
ond and equally important consideration is to
study how best New Delhi can cooperate with
the U.S. military forces without exposing India to
the consequential dangers and risks. With Russia
as also China and other major powers still mull-
ing over America’s compulsions, the critical
mass of a possible international coalition against
terror is still only in the makine
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FROM K.P.NAYAR qx

Washington, Sept. 16: The key
to India’s role in the aftermath of
the terrorist attacks in New York
and Washington may lie in a meet-
ing in the remote Central Asian
city of Dushanbe on Thursday, at
which India was represented by
Omar Abdullah, the minister of
state for external affairs.

The meeting brought together
India, Russia, Iran, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Afghanistan’s an-
ti-Taliban Northern Alliance,whi-
ch suffered a body blow yesterday
in the death of its charismatic
leader, Ahmad Shah Masood. *+

The line-up in Dushanbe on
Thursday may ultimately prove to
be the most crucial element in a
resolution of the problem of ter-
rorism in Afghanistan. While
America’s military machine may
deliver a heavy physical blow to
Afghanistan with Pakistan’s help,
its impact will merely be symbolic
and telegenic unless the Bush ad-
ministration can co-opt the states
which met in Dushanbe.

Iran, Uzbekistan and Tajik-
istan have borders with Afghan-
istan, while Russian troops still
patrol Tajikistan’s border with
Afghanistan, Twenty-five per cent
of Afghans are Tajiks, 15 per cent
are Hazaras who look up to Iran
and 6 per cent are Uzbeks. If these
ethnic groups, now opposed to the

Taliban, decide to support the
mullahs of Kandahar, American
military might cannot get the bet-
ter of either the Talibari or Osama
bin Laden.

Already, Pashtun tribal chiefs
in Afghanistan, whose support for
the Taliban has hitherto been
lukewarm and divided, resolved

this weekend to stpport the Islam-

ic militia in the event of an Amer-
ican attack.

Jaswant for US

Foreign and defence minister
Jaswant Singh will leave for
Washington in the next few days
for consultations with the Bush
administration. (See Page5)

President George W. Bush
spoke to Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, who promised
him “fullest cooperation”.

This precisely was the advice
the White House and the state de-
partment received during the
weekend from another Central
Asian state, which did not attend
the Dushanbe meeting but shares
the concerns of those who gath-
ered in Tajikistan’s capital.

Altymbek Sarsenbayev, na-
tional security adviser to Kaza-
khstan’s President, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, told the Americans
here that a global alliance for

“Push from Central Asia

L

brin, ’7¥)\ace to Afghanistan,

electionsYor a government of na-
tional unity and an end to the in-
flux of arms alone can uproot bin
Laden and permanently close the
camps that turn out international
terrorists.

“If bin Laden is punished and

" .the war in Afghanistan is not

stopped, another bin Laden will
appear,” the Kazakh official was
quoted as saying.

India’s presence in Dushanbe
was significant for other reasons
as well: it points to a crucial ac-
knowledgement of New Delhi’s
role in the growing crisis.

Hitherto, the Central Asian
countries had kept India out of
their regional conclaves on Afg-
hanistan, despite the willingness
of Russia and Iran to include New
Delhi.

Secondly, notwithstanding
South Block’s denials, India has
provided “all types of assistance”
to the late Masood in his fight
against the Taliban. Although
such assistance declined drasti-
cally since 1996, the Russians and
the Iranjans have been urging
India to step up help for Masood.

National security adviser Bra-
jesh Mishra arrived in Moscow on
Sunday in an airdash reminiscent
of close, speedy and intense Indo-
Soviet consultations during much
of the first 50 years of independ:
ent India’s foreign policy.
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No comlgmmlse on s}‘fgferelgnty Opp

HT Correspondent j
New Delhi, September 1

THE NON-CONGRESS Opp051-
tion parties are categorically
opposed to Indian territory
being used for any US military
action in the event of an immi-
nent attack on Afghanistan. The
People’s Front has likened any
such Indian assistance to the
“surrender of country’s sover-
eignty”.

This staunch opposition to
any Indian ‘logistic support’ to
the US forces was clearly evi-
dent from a statement issued by
the Peoples’ Front yesterday. It
said,*While resolutely opposing
terrorism and working for its
elimination, we oppose any
effort by the Government of
India to provide facilities or to

unilaterally declared by the US.
India cannot and should not fok-
feit its sovereignty and indepe
dent position.”

This statement comparing
any Indian move to give logistic
support to a sell-out to the US
was made after a meeting of all
the People’s Front constituents
at the residence of former
Prime Minister VP Singh. The
meeting was attended by former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda, CPM general secretary
Harkishen Singh Surjeet and
senior CPI leader AB Bardhan.

Former Prime Minister VP
Singh said India was opposed to
terrorism but the Government
should not surrender “its basic
sovereignty” by agreeing to give
logistic support in terms of land

(a/artlmpate in any war etfo ts bases and airports. However, he

saw no problem in sharing intel-
ligenee information for nabbing
the terrorists.

Sirigh said the Government
should proceed on this sensitive
issue on the basis of national
consensus. “It is unfortunate
that Jaswant Singh first made a
statement agreeing to give all
kind of support to the US and
then the PM called an all-party
meeting. It should have been the
other way round.”

He also cautioned that neither
in the US nor in India should
there be any build-up against
the Muslims. “Action, if any,
should be culprit-specific. There
should be a distinction between
terrorists and the entire Arab or
Muslim people.”

Samajwadi

Party leader

Mulayam Singh Yadav said the
US should first agree to ack-
nowledge terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir. Only then should
India offer its “unconditional
and unstinted” support to Wash-
ington for its possible military
action against Afghanistan.

Yadav charged the Vajpayee
Government with inept han-
dling of the situation following
terrorist attacks in the US say-
ing, “India has shown itself as a
politically immature nation by
offering unconditional
and unstinted support to Wash-
ington even without being asked
for it.”

IUML leader GM Banatwala
also urged the Indian Govern-
ment to act with caution and
avoid “hasty and ill-advised

decisions.” /
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By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 15. The VajpaYee
Government today received the
tal backing of political parties
across the spectrum in its effort to
counter terrorism in the wake of
the recent attacks in the U.S. How-
ever, the Opposition suggested
that the Government exercise cau-
tion in dealing with the situation
as national security was involved.
Mr. Vajpayee assured the leaders
that whatever decisions the Gov-
ernment took would be in the “na-
tional interest.”

. At the two-hour meeting,
! chaired by the Prime Minister, the
! leaders were informed that there
was no formal request from the
U.S. for the use of Indian bases to
carry out military strikes in the re-
gion. He refrained from elaborat-
ing in view of the ‘sensitive
nature” of the issue.

The Opposition was united on
offerjng base facilities to the U.S.
Byt“the CPI(M) said in a written
Statement that it strongly opposed

|

ith@a(%ign: Opggsitioﬁ |

the Goverriment’s move to offer
logistical facilities and participate
in the proposed U.S. military ac-
tion. “We have reiterated this posi-
tion clearly again in the meeting.”

The meeting began with the
leaders observing a two-minute si-
lence in the memory of those killed
in the attacks in New York and
Washington. It also decided to
commemorate September 18 as
the National Solidarity Day against
terrorism and observe a two-min-

ute silence at 10.30 a.m. on that
day.

‘Keep live contact’

Later, briefing correspondents,
the Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan, said the
Prime Minister had urged the lead-
ers to maintain “live contact” with
him and other leaders, instead of
forming their opinion on India’s
stand on the basis of media re-
ports.

Security tightened at airports
By Gargi Parsai
NEW .DELHI, SEPT. 15. Security at all major and sensitive airports in the
country has been tightened as a precaution against any fallout of
U.S. action against suspected terrorists. India’s Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) has deployed additional security forces, com-
mandos, sniffer dogs and advanced anti-hijacking and
- anti-sabotage equipment.

Intelligence agencies have virtually taken over the airports where
the threat perception is higih, Air-India has been advised to take
extra security measures for flights bound for New York. Al operatesa .
daily flight to New York via London, but has curtailed its operation .
up to London in view of the heightened threat perception.



Advani offers to

help US,

g BY OUR CORRESPONDENT (w

New Delhi, Sept. 14: Union home
ministerL.K. Advani who met the
ambassadors of the United States

and Istael in New Delhi on Friday, .

reiterated India’s offer to cooper-
ate in fighting terrorism.

Israel

terrorlsm\>\°\

Good for us

in long run:
Swadeshis

Mr Advani, who has been advo— -

_ cating a pgo-active policy to deal

" with terréfists, - discussed issues -
. Néw Delhi, Sept. 14: The

related to global terrorism with US
ambassddor Robert D. Blackwill.
and Isrdéli ambassador . David’
Aphek: India has already offered
to the US full logistic “support
including.use of its military bases
Sif it 1 an  attack on
Afghanistan. Mr Advani is leamt .
to have reiterated this offer to Mr
Blackwill.

‘Reports have said that New
Delhi has also provided infarma-
tion to the US about the possible
locdtions -of . terrorist camps in
Afghanistan. The US ambassador,
who presented his credentials to
. president K.R. Naryanan on. Fri-
day, also met finance minister

Yashwant Sinha and national

security adviser Brajesh Mishra. .
The US envoy then met the home
minister and apprised him of the
events in the US and the progress
in the investigations. US officials
_describéd the meeting as an estab-
lishment of new and unprecedent-
“ed patterns in relations between

India and America.

India, Israel and US have shared -

a common mterest in terrorism

too.
The suspect in the terrorist
attack the - US, Osama bin

Laden, has been reported to have
said recefitly that his main targcts
‘were US, Israel and India. .~ -

BY SUGATA NANDI

‘Swadeshi Jagaran Manch
expects that the terror attacks

"on the US will have “beneficial

effects for India in the long -
run.”” The co-convenor of the
Delhi unit of the Manch Ash-
wani Mahajan said, India
would benefit from US pressnre
on Pakistan.

His logic goes on to say that,
“pressure on Pakistan will in
the long run reduce terrorist
attacks in India. This in turn,
will relieve the Indian defence
establishment which is involved

_in anti terrorist activities. In the
* long run this will bring down - -

our defence expenditure,” said
Mr Mahajan..

Mr Mahajan said that the
attacks may have a positive
impact on the global economy.
Manch experts say that the US

‘will step up government expen-

diture in defence, which might
help reverse the global econom-
ic recession. Explaining the
SJM’s stand on thie:US as the
biggest economic power, Mr
Mabhajan said, “The Manch

" never wants the destruction of

any economy. We wish for the
prosperity for all Americans
~along with all the othrer natjons -
of the world?” - -

A
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Govt mulls stand,
calls all-party meet

C,
HT Correspondent \X \
New Delhi, September 14

HECTIC DIPLOMATIC talks
were under way in the Capital
today even as the corridors of

, bower echoed with one question
- what role should India play if
the US decides to take military
action against Tuesday’s terror-
ist attacks?

National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra spoke to his US
counterpart, Condoleeza Rice,
while Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vapayee called an all-
party meeting tomorrow to
determine the Indian position.

In an obvious indication of the
importance Washington places
on India’s partnership, Robert
Blackwill was formally recog-
nised as the new US ambassador
after he presented his credentials
to President K R Narayanan
today. Blackwill, who has met
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh twice since Tues-
day’s tragedy, has postponed his
trip to home base.

But Washington has not yet
approached India with any

. request for logistical or opera-
tional support for carrying out
strikes against terrorist bases in
South Asia.

\

'hq Indian foreign office today
denied reports that Jaswant
Singh had said India’s response
would be “affirmative” if asked
for such assistance.

“QOur response would be based
on the nature of any request
made by the US Government.
That is a little down the road. Till
now ho such talk has come up in
our discussions,” MEA
spokesman Nirupama Rao said.

“The Prime Minister has said
that India is ready to co-operate
in the investigations and to
strengthen the partnership with
the US in leading international
efforts to ensure that terrorism
never succeeds again,” Rao said.

She said India is for a “res-
olute, co-ordinated and global
response against international
terrorism”.

Officials also rebutted reports
that India had given “opera-
tional” support to the US during
the Gulf War. A senior official
said India had refused to be part
of the multinational military
force against Iraq in 1991.
Though a few US military planes
had landed in Mumbai airport
for refuelling, New Delhi had
later withdrawn even this facili-
ty lest it be interpreted as a sign
of its support to the US.

CPM warns against
joint military action
HT Correspondent

New Delhi, September 14

THE CPI(M) today warned the
Vajpayee Government against
involving India in any US mili-
tary action te fight terrorist
activities.

A CPI(M) Politburo statement
said such an involvement would
carry serious implications for
India’s security interests.

Criticising the NDA regime for
acting as the US’s “junior part-
ner”, the statement said the Gov-
ernment can respond to “any
lawful request” from the US to
provide any relevant informa-
tion on terrorist activities in the
US. “But to involve India in any
US military action is unaccept-
able and will be strongly opposed
by all patriotic Indians,” it said.

The CPI(M) said the BJP-led
regime has already informed the
US that it is willing to offer logis-
tical support in India and its mil-
itary and infrastructural
resources for the propo
military action
Afghanistan.
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‘India may help US wit

military strikes if asked et

BY OuUR CORRESPONDENT f( Q ‘N

New Delhl, Sept. 14: A day after
external affairs and defence minis-
ter Jaswant Singh talked about pro-
viding Indian military facilities to
the US if it launches strikes against
Afghanistan, the MEA on Friday
_ clarified that the extent of Indian
cooperation will depend on the
nature of request from the US.

The official said that there had
been no specific request.of assis-
tance from. the US so far. In fact,
the only two petsons India had
contacted since Tuesday, the day

§agedy, was the US ambassador

ew Delhi Robert D. Blackwill

and the US national security advi-
sor Condoleeza Rice.

Even though India has expressed
that it is more than willing to offer
“any assistance” to the US; includ-

. ing providing logistic support -

which meant more than mere re-
fuelling facilities for its military
aircraft, the specific request from
the US administration has yet to
come.

- US secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell has spoken to European and the
Chinese leadership. But the MEA
said that the fact that India was not
contacted by the US did not under-
mine New Delhi’'s role in the entire
episode.

The officials said that-Mr Black-
will held an hour-long meeting
with Mr Jaswant Singh on Thurs-
day evening and national security
advisor Brajesh Mishra had a con-
versation with Ms Rice on the tele-

phone.
The officials said that the US
ambassador  appreciated  the

prompt response by the Indian
government to increase security of
the American embassy. in New

‘Defhi. “India is no way out of the
picture,” said the MEA official.

In an interview to a newspaper,
Mr Jaswant Singh had said that
India would allow US forces to use

_its facilities if it faunches military
.strikes against Afghanistan in

retaliation for térror attacks in New
York and Washington.

India would agree fo provide
logistical help or a staging ground
for a US miilitary operation, Mr
Singh had said, adding, “There
have been contacts at all political,
executive and operational levels-'
about this.”

He had refused to divulge more
details saying it was a sensitive
mattér.

He had said that the matter was
discussed at the Cabinet commmittee
on security which met for the sec-
ond time on Thursday after the ter-
rorist strike on the US.. -

THE AZIAN AGE
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obal initiative against terror-

NILOVA ROY CHAUDHURY “India has long asked for a
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 1 initiati i
ism” a PMO official said, and

NEW DELHI, Sept. 13. -~ The
Prime Minister today held a
meeting with the Opposition
leader, Mrs Sonia Gandhi, to
consult and brief her on the
Centre’s position on interna-
tional terrorism following the
terrorist strikes in the USA.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
meeting with Mrs Gandhi and
Dr Manmohan Singh this eve-
ning, arranged at a short notice
after the Cabinet Committee on
Security met to “review the sit-
nation”, indicates a slight but
definite shift in policy that will
be the focus of his address to
the nation tomorrow.

The Prime Minister is expected
to prepare Indians for the coun-
try’s participation in the “global
cooperation against terrorism”
that the US President, Mr
George W Bush, has advocated to
weed out perpetrators of terror.

Mr Vajpayee would reiterate
India’s active cooperation “in
the investigations into this
crime and to strengthen the In-
do-US partnership in leading
international efforts to ensure
that terrorism never succeeds
again,” as he told President Mr
Bush in a letter.

India has, in the past, hesita-
ted from fully cooperating with
the USA, and during the Gulf
War, denied their aircraft even
refuelling facilities on Indian
soil.

A considerable portion of the
bureaucracy and the defence
establishment is now keen to
move from a ‘non-aligned’ sta-
tus to more ‘active’ involvement
against terrorism, and are of
the view that India’s cause
would be best served by being
an active part of a global initia-
tive to combat terrorism that

has emerged as the greatest
threat to democracies.

This could involve, besides in-
telligence-sharing, cooperation
at the military level. A a senior
Army officer said: “The defence
services have no problem in al-
lowing refuelling and other fa-
cilities” against such a task
force against terrorism.

“We have to be pragmatic and
grab the chance that has presen-
ted itself,” a senior official said
and added: "This could be the
turning point in our campaign
against cross-border terrorism,
and I think we will take it.”

The Prime Minister is also ex- .

pected to address the possible
economic fallout of Tuesday’s
horrific attacks, which are like-
ly to be manageable, given In-
dia’s marginal presence in the
global economy. Adequate
crude oil reserves would cush-
ion the short term spurt in in-
ternational prices and is unlike-
ly to have a long-term impact.

‘....?-«.r-\'q
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The crux of the message will
be on the the menace of inter-
national terrorism that India
as a democracy is subjected to.

“If we miss out this tlme
then, as always, we will medi-
tate, cogitate and vegetate;” a
senior official said.
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1 issues. What should be

. wards China, Pakistan
- and the Unites States

[ with
' nuclear policy.
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EW words in Indian polity

are bandied about as

much as “consensus”. All
political groups recognise that
the approval ratings of consen-
sus on any issue, particularly if
it relates to foreign policy, ap-
proach 100 per cent. Yet trans-
lating rhetorical support for
consensus — the Americans
call it bipartisanship — into
practice can be extremely diffi-
cult. As a matter of fact, India’s
foreign policy has been quite
partisan. Except on issues like
supporting the freedom move-
ment of countries in
Asia and Africa, initia-
ting action in the Uni-
ted Nations against
apartheid and suppor-
ting the principle of
non-alignment in in-
ternational affairs un-
til the end of the Cold
war, consensus eluded
vital foreign policy

| India’s approaches to-

have always been de-
* bating points, the same
the country’s

One need not be a
supporter of the Vaj-
payee government in the post-

| Agra summit phase to take the
' wind out of the sails of the

opposition parties, particularly

! the Congress, when they say

that the present regime has
broken the national consensus
that always prevailed on forei-
gn policy matters before 1998.

DRAWBACK
The Congress theory is par-

tially correct in the sense that it
did not support the Pokhran
explosion in 1998. Even during
the Kargil conflict in 1999, the
Congress — and the Left par-
ties — tried to gain political
mileage by accusing the gov-
ernment of having let down its

| guard on the frontier. The same

has been the attitude of the
opposition to the entry of fore-
ign insurance companies and to
the Uruguay Round obligations
on intellectual property rights.

Viewed thus, sensitive foreign -

policy and other strategic de-
cisions made by the Vajpayee
government have not been the
products of national congensus.

However, this should hot
mean that when the Congress
was ruling the country, all deci-
sions emanated from national
consensus. Jawaharlal Nehru
did not seek the opposition’s ad-
vice before taking the Kashmir

i issue to the UN. Indira Gandhi
"'did not go for parliamentary

debate  before conducting In-
dia’s first nuclear explosion in
1974. Rajiv Gandhi never con-
sulted the opposition parties be-
fore sending the India Peace
Keeping Force to Sri Lanka. In
fact, under Congress govern-
ments, all the major treaties
that India had entered into
with others — the Indo-Bhuta-
nese treaty of 1949, the Nehru-
Liaquat Agreement of 1950, the
Indo-Nepalese Treaty of 1951,
The India-China Agreement of
1954, the Tashkent Agreement
of 1965, the Indo-Soviet Treaty
of 1971, the Shimla Agreement
of. 1972 and the Indo-Lanka
Accord of 1987 — were never
discussed either with the
opposition parties or debated in
Parliament in advance.

All this'is not to suggest that
there should not be consensus
in foreign policy. On the contra-
ry, foreign policy always has
more force and punch when the

The author is a National Fel-
low with the Indian Council of
Historical Research.

By PRAKASH NANDA

nation speaks with one voice.
When the government works
with the opposition, the country
earns greater respect and
effectiveness abroad. This is
precisely the reason why since
the 1980s every American Pre-
sident has worked towards -a
consensus in US foreign policy
based on three main pillars:
democracy, free trade, and open
markets. Similarly, there is a
movement afoot in Russia to-
ward developing a national con-

sensus on four principal ele-
ments of the country’s future
foreign policy — a “strategic
alliance” with the West, enga-
gement with China, dealing
with neighbouring countries
and traditional allies such as
India, and maintaining “a sem-
blance” of “superpower partner-
ship” with the United States.
As an aspiring great power,
India must witness a similar
effort towards a national con-
sensus. This is all the more so
when the nation is under a
coalition government. Unlike
most of his Congress predece-
ssors, Vajpayee does not have a
commanding parliamentary
majority to ignore the voice of
the opposition in foreign policy
matters. Nor is it in the nat-
ional interest in this age of
complex global affairs to persist
with the Nehruvian legacy of a

highly narrow base of foreign

policy making process. Indeed,
one of the main drawbacks of
the Vajpayee regime is that,
contrary to its poll promises, it
has not done anything signifi-
cant to expand the foreign po-
licy making base. The result is
that a group of few individuals
is dictating foreign policies.

This point needs a little
elaboration.
NO DEBATE

During the Nehru era, India’s
foreign policy making process
was entirely dominated by the
Nehru's charisma and persona-
lity, although at times, he was
helped by the likes of KM
Pannikar, KPS Menon (while
dealing with the then Soviet
union and China), Girija Shan-
kar Vajpayee and Krishng
Menon (in matters pertaining
to the United Kingdom and the
United States). This trend of
the Prime Minister and some of
his or her trusted ministers and
bureaucrats monopolising the
making the foreign policy with-
out any proper institutional
frameworks was further legiti-
mised by Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi. Rajiv had said
that public debates on foreign
policy did not serve any useful
purpose as it was a highly
specialised subject.

The Vajpayee government is
precisely carrying on with this
legacy. Although it established
the so-called National Security
Council and created a new post
of national selurity adviser,
there . is hardly any evidence

OREIGN POLICY

Vajpayee Needs To Ach|eve A Cg\ﬁsensus

that it is working the way it
was intended. Press reports
suggest that it has not been
convened more than five times
in the last four years. In a’ way,
under Vajpayee the foreign po-
licy making base has become
narrower than what it was even
during the Congress regimes.
Under Congress rule, there was
at least a semblance of cohesion
within the narrow foreign poli-
cy-making teams. Besides,
thanks to the Congress party’s
overwhelming majority in Par-
liament and its essentially un-
democratic organisa-
tional structure, there
was hardly any chal-
lenge to this narrow
group. The result was
that this group could
claim to be repre-
senting the national
mood.

However, this is not
the case with the Vaj-
payee government. For
instance, the NSC has
| been more in news for

) the supposed rivalry

between the external
affairs minister and
NSA, who also hap-
{ penstobethe principal
J gecretary to the Prime

Minister. There have

been occasions such as India’s

decision to give “guarded sup-
port” to the Bush Administra-
tion’s missile defence progra-
mme, when the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office did not know the
Ministry of External Affairs’ re-
actions to Washington'’s move.

IMPOSITION ‘
Similarly, take the case of the
composition of the cabinet com-
mittee on political affairs which
approves the important foreign
policy decisions. With the de-
parture of George Fernandes as
defence minister, all its mem-
bers belong to the BJP. The re-
sult is that many a time the
Government takes important
decision relevant to the coun-
try’s foreign policy and stra-
tegic goals that do not have the

knowledge, let alone approval,
of the ruling NDA. i is not
surprising, thus, why National |
Conferenee was unhappy when !
Vajpayee declared unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir last year.
Shiv Sena’s reservations on
talks with Pakistan may also be |
seen in this context. Of course, |
the cabinet as a whole, and thus :
the NDA, endorses subsequent-
ly the CCPA’s decisions. But
the point is that such decisions
are virtually imposed on the
coalition.

If this is the situation within
the ruling coalition, then the
opposition parties do have a
cause in stressing the impor-
tance of consensus. It is time for
Vajpayee to rally the nation
behind him by developing a
better framework for his foreign
policy. He must articulate his
goals and explain how he in-
tends to achieve them. On com-
plex issues, he must not hesi-
tate to seek the advice of the
non-BJP allies and the opposi-
tion parties. The best way to do
this is to strengthen the already
existing committee systems in
Parliament.

Like the bipartisan task forces
in the US, “the Standing Com-
mittee on External Affairs” of
the Parliament, which was
formed in 1992, must be en-
couraged to suggest directions
to the government from time to
time. The opposition parties
will thus be forced to go beyond

rhetoric. and present concrete |
_policy prescriptions. And it is

through such a transparent
process that national consensus
on importdant foreign policy
issues will emerge. P
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/| Agni Diplomacy "'}

If there is one universal message of human history in the last cen ury
or more, it is that regimes which are driven by a totalising millenarian
vision cause the polity and society over which they preside incalculable
harm. This is true as much of dispensations which believed in the Marx-
ist utopia (or any of its purported variants) as of those on the other end
of the political spectrum. Given their indifference to the complexities of
rcal history, however, it is perhaps too much to expect the principal
constituent of the current coalition at the Centre to heed this grim
pointer from the past. Clearly, the BJP and its affiliate organisations —
despite the severe restrictions imposed on them by the imperatives of
coalition politics — are straining at the leash to wreak their own blue-
print of social-cultural engineering on Indian society and polity. From
«ducation and history to culture and national identity, the party has car-
rted out an unsubtle warfare of ‘saffronisation’ which falls well outside
the ambit of the so-called National Agenda of Governance — an agen-
da which all NDA coalition partners had solemnly agreed to uphold at
the time of assumption of political office. The latest in the series is an un-
precedented institutional ‘experiment’: The appointment, on purely ide-
ological grounds, of a certain B K Agnihotri as advisor to the Indian am-
hassador in Washington. Officially designated “ambassador at Iarge
Mr Agnihotri has been given the rank of an ambassador. 3

First, the obvious questions: How will another power entre in the
indian embassy help the cause of our foreign policy in what is arguably
the most important capital of the world? Would it not adversely affect
the authority, not to mention the morale, of the official ambassador,
Naresh Chandra? How is the US administration meant to deal with a
diplomatic mission which has not one but two heads? In case of a con-
flict of opinion, which is inevitable, who will be India’s official
spokesperson in Washington? The government’s stand that Mr Agni-
hotri will look after the interests of the NRIs is equally baffling. After
all, isn’t that a part of the official ambassador’s brief? Or is the NRI
community to be treated as divisible, with Mr Agnihotri looking after
sections that are partial to the Hindutva movement? Then there is the
little question of Mr Agnihotri’s credentials. It is well known that he is a
ieading light of an influential NRI lobby called “The Overseas Friends
of the BJP”. He has had a long association with the sangh parivar too.
But does that equip him to handle a sensitive diplomatic assignment?
The short answer is, it doesn’t. Not that it matters to the powers that be.
Riled by the welter of criticism the move evoked amongst opposition
members in Parliament on Friday, Pramod Mahajan quipped: “It is not
a crime to be an RSS member”. In his defensive zeal, Mr Mahajan
completely missed the point. The question he should have asked himself
was: Does a mere membership of the parivar entitle one to an
important foreign policy assignment? Mr Mahajan’s disingenuous claim
that Mr Agnihotri holds a political, not ggovernmental post, is hardly
deserving of a serious response. Since w& have foreign policy matters
in India become a domain of petty ideological intrigues rather than a
bipartisan national concern?
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ﬁEA gets \/

specialist

security v+
: A

advisers

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, September 1

AMID THE controversy shroud-
ing the role of the ‘advisers’ in
the Ministry of External Affairs,
the Ministry has now brought in
specialists to augment its Disar-
mament and International Secu-
rity (DISA) Division.

These specialists will help set-
tle its co-ordination problems on
International security related
matters with the MoD and organ-
isations like the DRDO besides
the three services, sources say.

The appointments of Briga-
dier P S Yadav, who has been
appointed Director, Military
Affairs in the ministry, and that
of Senior Scientist, Anil Kumar
who has been brought in from
the Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation (DRDO) as
Director Science and Technology
were announced through a brief
official note circulated last week,
though the officials had joined in
the beginning of August.

Insiders say while Yadav who
was earlier with the College of
Combat at Mhow will advise on
security related issues in the
division and will play an impor-
tant role on military component
of these issues. The other spe-
cialist Kumar is an expert in
solid-state physics. He will advise
on nuclear and technology relat-
ed matters in the division.

The two specialists will help
the MEA on the disarmament
and security dialogue that India
has with many countries and
may overcome the problems
faced by the Centre, which will
be resuming its defence co-opera-
tion with the US. There is
already a security dialogue in
place with countries.like China,
France, UK and Germany. -

Insiders say that there was
often a problem as the Defence
establishment wanted their rep-
resentation at some of these
forums.

Now, these specialists will play
a key role in co-ordinating with
the services and defence organi-
sations to shape an effective strat-
egy at some of these multilate
and bilateral forums.
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‘Opposition slams Govt. Bver

Agnihotri appointment "

§

NEW DELHI, AUG, 30. The Opposition today staged a
walk-out in the Lok Sabha in protest against the
Government's refusal to review its decision to ap-
point Mr. B.K. Agnihotri, an RSS activist, as adviser
in the Indian Embassy in Washington, with the rank

By Our Special Correspondenﬁ/

" of an Ambassador.

Mr. Agnihotri's appointment was the subject of an
animated discussion with the Opposition members,
led by Mr. Somnath Chatterjee CPI(M), training
their guns on the Government, accusing it of trying
to change the well-established national consensus
on External Affairs by appointing persons with RSS
background.

Terming the appointment as totally “illegal and
one that would weaken the position of the existing
U.S. Ambassador”, the Opposition charged the Gov-
ernment with attempting to propagate its ‘“Hindut-
va” agenda by appointing Mr. Agnihotri, an RSS
leader and member of an organisation ‘‘the Over-
seas friends of BJP".

The Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Mr. Pramod
Mahajan, rejected the Opposition demand for re-
viewing the appointment. “Being a member of the
RSS is neither a crime nor a disqualification, if the

Prime Minisfer, the Home Minister or myself can
hold oye’positions despite being members of the

[

RSS so can Mr. Agnihotri,” he said. At this point, the
Opposition parties staged a walk-out.

Earlier, raising the issue during zero hour, Mr.
Chatterjee said the Government had created an ex-
traordinary situation by appointing an RSS function-
ary as an Ambassador-at- large, to look after the
interests of the Non-Resident Indians. He wanted
the Government to clarify Mr. Agnihotri’s role when
there was already an Ambassador in Washington.

Mr. Madhavrao Scindia (Congress) said the Gov-
ernment had created an atmosphere of suspicion by
appointing Mr. Agnihotri. The Government was un-
doing the national consensus that existed on issues
of foreign affairs by such appointments. He had re-
ceived several messages from NRIs protesting the
appointment and read out a letter from Mr. Surinder
Malhotra, president of the Indian National Overseas
Congress, protesting the appointment.

The former Prime Minister, Mr. Chandra Shekhar,
took Mr. Mahajan to task for justifying Mr. Agni-
hotri’s appointment. “Hf the Government wants to
propagate ‘hindutva’ in this manner, I don’t know
where the country is headed to”'. He called upon the
Government to take the nation and Parli
confidence and explain the need for
ment. He said either the Prime Mipi
ternal Affairs Minister should e a statement in
the House on the issue.

THE HINDI
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~Musharraf had not corhe
prepared for Agra: Jaswant

5 W

NEW DELHI, Aug. 10. - Days after Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee described General Pervez Mush-
arraf as “paive,” the external affairs minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, suggested the Pakistani
President had come unprepared to Agra, leading
a delegation which didn’t know what was re-
quired of it.

The Pakigtani President apparently made a
few more mistakes. He didn't realise the divid-
ing line between “military directness and milita-
ry simplicity,” that the issues to be resolved
were complex and involved the sentiments of the
entire nation which couldn’t only be addressed
as legalistic issues and that Jammu and Kash-
mir is not a territorial dispute and the stum-

. bling block between cordial relations of the two

" countries but a consequence of the mentality
which can be dealt with if Pakistan corrects its
approach in the two-nation theory.

The caravan of peace, which started at Lahore
and stopped briefly at Agra will, however, con-
tinue, Mr Singh said. But he pointed out that fu-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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ture discussions with Pakistan will take the
Shimla Agreement and the Lahore Declaration
as the foundation. What the two sides achieved
at Agra was “some understanding” without
reaching at an agreement. And an understand-
ing can be “selectively interpreted”.

The Pakistani President spoke extempore at
the plenary session of the Agra summit, with
some help from “ad hoc pencil notes”, Mr Jas-
want Singh told the Rajya Sabha. Later in the
afternoon when Indian diplomats invited their
Pakistani counterparts for discussions, the Pak-
istani diplomats declined to meet as they didn’t
have any “clear instructions” from the Presi-
dent. They didn’t even have a draft document
while India had prepared several, depending on
how the talks go, Mr Singh said, intervening in
a discussion on the Agra summit to defend the
government.

The Opposition had accused the government of
inviting Pakistan for talks under US pressure
and going to Agra without “studied application of

B See MUSHARRAF: page 8 %
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Continued from page 1)

mind and long-term vision”, co-
nceptual clarity and prepa-
ration, allegations which the
minister strong refuted. He la-
ter spelt out the chronology of
events during the summit to
make his point.

Mr Singh said he believed that
the Pakistani team didn’t know
what was required of it. India
suggested after the plenary
session that a two-three line
joint statement be issued and
that the officials start working
on a joint statement or
declaration without wasting
time. The Pakistani team was,
however, not ready for this and
finally came for the discussions
at 11 p.m., working on the draft
till 4.30 in the morning.

Officials from both sides pro-
duced a document with six
“square brackets” where there
were differences. The two heads
of state met again at 10.30 a.m.
on 16 July when General Mus-
harraf wanted to engage in the
exercise of working on the

\’%

MUSHARRAE

document with Mr Vajpayee. “I
though this isn’t the way to go
about it and told him that you
leave it to us”. Mr Abdul Sattar
and Mr Singh next started
working towards eliminating
thé square brackets. As per
diplomatic practices, Mr Singh
indicated even a foreign
minister should not be doing
this but played along.

In course of this exercise, the
two reformulated one square
bracket but wanted to seek
clearance before going ahead; Mr
Sattar from his President and Mr
Singh from the Cabinet
Committee on Security. Asked if
he was satisfied with the change,
Mr Singh said he wanted to
consult the CCS as he was not
convinced. But Mr Sattar had
made clear he couldn’t go further
than this, saying even with what
they had drafted, Gen Musharraf
will say, “What have you come
back with”. The CCS was
unanimous in its opinion that the
draft document was not
agreeable. To a clarification, Mr

\

\\
aid he didn’t put his
untmls on the draft document “as
lawyers do”, though he did make

changessincethelanglmgeat

some was “awkward”.

He denied that Gen Musharraf |

was invited under US pressure, |
saying Mr Kapil Sibal had

made this deduction on the
basis of the White House spo-
kesperson revealing the dates
before India did. Washington,
he explained, had heard of the
dates from Mr Sattar, who was
in the USA around the same
time. India had considered two
sets of dates for the summit, 7-

9 and 14-16 July. The first date *
was rejected as doctors had

advised Mr Vajpayee against

straining himself after the .
knee operation and the second,

communicated to Pakistan on

16 June. Pakistan confirmed

the date to India on 18 June.
Mr Sattar must have commun-
icated these dates to US dign-
itaries he was meetmg there,
which referre o, this day
before India dld e time
d1ﬁ‘erence e
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/" Gowt. reacts sharply to "~
' Y4 Dalai Lama’s statement®

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, QUG. 7. Reacting sharply to the observa-
tions by the Dalai Lama, India today asserted that
Jammu and Kashmir was an integral part of the
country.

Responding to a question on the Dalai Lama’s
recent remarks at a peace conference in Chennai
where he advocated a “middle path” for the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue, the spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), said that Jammu
and Kashmir was an integral part of India. She added
that the Tibetan spiritual leader knows fully well,
“India’s commitment to human rights, democracy
and our constant pursuit of peace.” The Dalai Lama
had observed at the conference that for lasting
peace, the “local aspirations” of the people in any
trouble-torn region cannot be ignored.

The spokesperson, in response to another ques-
tion clarified that the Dalai Lama was enjoying the -
status of a Tibetan refugee. There were no restric-

tions to his movement in the country after security
considerations had been taken into account.

In a related development, the BJP president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthy, today said that there was no
question of India and Pakistan adopting a “middle
path” in Jammu and Kashmir. He also took excep-
tion to any parallel being drawn between the Tibe-
tan movement and the Kashmir issue.

Dalai Lama clarifies

The Dalai Lama today clarified that he recognised
Jammu and Kashmir as an integral part of India and
had never questioned the legal status of the border
state. In a statement, the Dalai Lama said that he
fully appreciated that the people of Jammu and
Kashmir democratically elected their own Govern-
ment. He, however, pointed out that he was op-
posed to the killings in Jammu and Kashmir. “I very
strongly believe that the issue needs to be resolved
through peacefyd’means, through discussions and
dialogue.” P




By Our Special Correspondent H O

NEW DELMI, AUG. 7. The Congress today ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s statement on
the Agra summit. “His remarks were disap-
pointing, there was nothing substantive, and
the nation is none the wiser,” said Mr. Natwar
Singh, CWC member and head of the AICC’s
Foreign Affairs Department.

The Government's explanation of the events
that took place in Agra appeared to have left
Mr. Singh unimpressed. He criticised the Gov-
ernment’s attitude during the run-up to the
summit and the explanations offered now.
“The attempts by Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Jas-
want Singh to sell the idea that they had an
agenda and were well-prepared has convinced
nobody,” the Congress leader said.

The former External Affairs Minister also
sought to join issue with Mr. Vajpayee for sug-
gesting that none of the Opposition parties
had suggested calling off the talks if Pakistan

(lld not agree to a e&i “He called us for
consultations merely[36 hours before the Gen-
eral was to arrive and to say now that we were
wrong in not suggeésting that the talks be
called off is extraordinary,” he said.

The CWC member also did not buy the Gov-
ernment's explanation that it had prepared it-
self thoroughly for the summit.

“The fact of the matter is that they were
totally unprepared and now they are blaming
others for it.” He conceded that his party had
supported the idea of talks but it did not mean
the Government should go unprepared.

The absence of a well-prepared agenda had
allowed Gen. Musharraf to get away, Mr. Singh
said and felt the Government should have
pinned down Pakistan on cross-border terror-

-ism, the nuclear issue and CBMs.

He also did not agree with the Government
that the talks had fallen through because of
Pakistan's insistence on Kashmir being the
core issue. ‘‘This is an afterthought and a case

D|sappomtmg says Con ress

?bemg m‘ﬁle event.” On the External

Affairs Minister’s suggestion that the prepara-
tion for the Agra summit was better than for
previous meetings, he said, “how much does
he know of the past, Rajiv Gandhi prepared for
a year before he went to China.”

The Congress leader was not satisfied with
the Prime Minister and Mr. Jaswant Singh
conceding that there had been a media mis-
management, saying ‘‘that’s not good
enough.”

. The Prime Minister should have invited the
Pakistani mediapersons for a breakfast meet-
ing and then televised it over Doordarshan, he
felt.

He was also not convinced by Mr. Jaswant
Singh’s interpretation of the events and made
it clear that the latter’s statement in the Lok
Sabha yesterday “had skirted all the major is-
sues. It was a long-winded explanation for a
series of failures of subStance and manage-
ment at Agra.”

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. The Prime
Minister’s reply to the debate
in the Lok Sabha today on the
Agra surnmit was not even half
as long winded as that of the
External  Affairs  Minister.
Speaking extempore, a visibly
relaxed Mr. Vajpayee made his
point without being aggressive
either to Pakistan or to the Op-
position.

The proceedings began on a
testy note with the Congress
Deputy Leader, Mr. Madhavrao
Scindia, joining issue with Mr.
Jaswant Singh.

The Congress leader denied
the latter's remark yesterday
that he (Mr. Scindia) had dur-
ing his speech subjected him to
abuse

Speakin—g Afist before the

Prime Minister’s speech, Mr.
Scindia clarified that he had
never abused a member during
his career as a parliamentarian
and it was never his intention
to abuse Mr. Singh. “I am
pained that the Minister used
that word. I never have and will
never abuse a member.”

He also referred to remarks
about his background pointing
out that he had the privilege of
having been elected an MP
nine times and did not need to
get into Parliament through
the Rajya Sabha, a remark he
later withdrew. -

Reading from the official rec-
ord of the debate, Mr. Scindia
said that all he had said was
“the Government raved and
ranted about cross-border ter-
rorism, yet it sent the honour-
able Foreign Minister to escort

terrorists to their freedom in
Kandahar, we hung our heads
in utter disbelief.” He urged the
Speaker to look up the records
and ensure that the charges
made against him were cor-
rected.

The Prime Minister, during
his speech, had some light-
hearted exchanges with the
Opposition and even while
pulling the Congress MP, Mr.
Mani Shankar Aiyer’s leg.

Mr. Vajpayee referred to the
latter’s remarks that the Gov-
ernment was inexperienced in
handling important matters
such as the summit and could
perhaps do with some help
from people like him (Mr. Ai-
yer) who had some experience
in the matter having handled
such issues earlier.

Turning to the Congress

PM turns the tables on Cong. MP

benches, Mr. Vajpayee said,
“Mr. Aiyer was right, we do not
have much experience in such
matters and should ourselves
avail of his experience, but his
own party doesn’t seem to have
too much faith in his abilities.”

“I look forward to benefiting
from an exchange of views with
him, I have admired the way he
performed as Consul-General
in Karachi, but what do I do,
because everytime 1 invite the
Congress for consultations he
is not included in the delega-
tion. When his own party
doesn’t consult him how can
he complain that I do not avail
myself of his experience?”

Even the Congress benches
had a hearty laugh and Mr. Ai-
yer, normally never at a loss
words, shared the joke.
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‘Delhi wary as Russia

* takes

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 5: For the first
time in decades, India’s “time-test-
ed” relationship with Russia is
being put to test. The country
which is making this happen is
China, till recently Delhi’s “poten-
tial threat number one”.

The Treaty of Neighbourli-
ness, Friendship and Cooperation
between the Russian Federation
and the People’s Republic of
China was signed last month and
almost went unnoticed as the
Agra summit hogged the lime-
light. But the frowns in South
Block are now quite visible.

Alarmists in the Indian estab-
lishment point to a provision in
the treaty that makes it impera-
tive for Russia to come to China’s
aid if it is ever under attack from
any other country and calls for an
arrangement where Moscow and
Beijing will work together to get
rid of the aggressor.

“In case of a situation, which
one contracting side thinks can
threaten peace, break peace or in-
fringe on its security interests, as
well as in case of a threat of ag-
gression against one of the con-

tra (Ehg sides, the contracting
sides shall immediately enter into
contact with each other and hold
consultations with the aim of
removing the threat,” says article
9of the treaty.

Foreign ministry spokesper-
son Nirupama Rao tried to play
down the implications of the pro-
vision, noting that India’s friend-
ship and strategic partnership
treaties with Russia provide for
close cooperation in all spheres,
including defence and military.
She described the Sino-Russian
agreement as an attempt to nor-
malise relations, while arguing
that it should in no way be seen as
a threat to India, which is too biga
market for Moscow to upset.

More than 70 per cent of India’s
military hardware is from Russia.
The two sides have had regular in-
teractions at different levels and
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee is scheduled to visit Russia
in November.

There are other provisions in
the Sino-Russian agreement, too,
that have caused worries here. If
the Kashmir tangle continues to
be a source of instability, Russia
and China will together try to

hina turn

create a situation which will
provide stability.

The treaty says: “The contract-
ing sides shall do their best to
strengthen stability, establish an
atmosphere of mutual under-
standing, trust and cooperation in
regions adjacent to their territo-
ries and facilitate efforts to create
in these regions multilateral
mechanisms of collaboration on
questions of security and coopera-
tion that would correspond to
their realities.”

On the face of it, the treaty is
aimed at the West, particularly
the US. With the George W. Bush
administration trying to steam-
roll opposing opinions on key in-
ternational issues, such as the
missile defence system being put
in place by it, political rivals Rus-
sia and China are trying to tell the
Americans that they have each
other to fall back on.

The two sides shall make
“joint efforts to maintain global
strategic balance and stability
and shall energetically promote
compliance with the fundamental
agreements that ensure the main-
tenance of strategic stability,” the
treaty says.




Vajpayee finds UN

role for Omar’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 3

OMAR ABDULLAH, the new
Minister of State for External
Affairs, may stand in for his
senior, Jaswant Singh, in the Pre-
mier’s delegation to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly next month.
Sources in the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said his presence is
expected to send a strong signal
to the world community that
Jammu and Kashmir is an inte-
gral part of India.

Omar, the National Confer-
ence’s minister in the Vajpayee
Government, represents the
aspirations of the Kashmiris in
the Indian State. When he pre-
sents New Delhi’s formulations
on the pending issue with Pak-
istan, it would carry a certain
conviction that a non-Kashmiri
possibly cannot match. More-
over, the occasion would symbol-
ise the happy graduation of the
Abdullah family to national poli-
tics. The 31-year-old Omar would
be presented to the world com-
munity as an embodiment of the
harmony between his father,
Faroogq Abdullah’s regime in Sri-
nagar and the one in New Delhi.

Omar accompanied Vajpayee
on his Malaysia tour earlier this
year. As the Minister of State for
Commerce till July, he gained
considerable experience in trade
and economic issues. That may
come in handy when India gets
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into the act of forming its own
stand on the global debate for the
review of the WTO.

Last month, just ahead of the
reshuffle, Omar was sent by Vaj-
payee as special envoy to Libya to
probe ways of re-establishing full
diplomatic links with Tri-poli.
Though Omar did not manage to
meet Libyan President Muam-
mar Gadaffi, Vajpayee was happy
with his performance with key
ministers there to reward him
with the foreign office spot along
with which came the charge of
the Gulf region.

That is a region with which
India has entered into serious
diplomatic engagement of late.
Jaswant’s January trip to Saudi
Arabia was the first by an Indian
External Affairs Minister in over:
two decades. For Omar, the
biggest challenge would be win-
ning over the Organisation of
Islamic Conference.

Arguably, Omar would also be
an international spokesman of
the Indian Kashmiris. It would
be his job to sell New Delhi’s mes-
sage that a big section of Kash-
miris are happy being Indians.
However, all this will call for
much internal diplomatic skills
as well, for the National Confer-
ence, though with only four MPs,
is no ordinary member of the
NDA. A dispute between the NC
and BJP is not quite the same as

the ones Vajpayee would have
with, say, the Shiv Sena’
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hangover from Agra, \jit will find itself
in the middle of soe remarkable
developments on the world scene. In
the last couple of weeks, when India was
hosting Gen. Pervez Musharraf and com-
ing to terms with the outcome of the talks
with Pakistan, a diplomatic play that
could reorder relations among the United
States, Russia and China entered a critical
moment. It is a game that could signif-
icantly transform India’s security envi-
ronment in the coming years.

High level political contacts marked an
important phase in every set of bilateral
relations among Washington, Moscow
and Beijing in the last few days. When
India was busy at Agra, the President of
China, Mr. Jiang Zemin, travelled to Mos-
cow and signed a new treaty of friendship
and cooperation with Russia. Soon after,
the American President, Mr. George
Bush, met his Russian counterpart, Mr.
Vladimir Putin, on the margins of the G-8
summit at Genoa, Italy, and announced
an agreement to work out a new bilateral
strategic framework. And within days, the
U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell,
went to Beijing to smooth the ruffled ties
with China. .

Any one of these developments on its
own would be seen as having a direct
bearing on India. Taken together the
three developments introduce an unprec-
edented dynamism to the Indian security
environment. But given our renewed pre-
occupation with Pakistan and a raging
domestic political battle over “who lost
Agra”, none of the potentially dramatic
changes in great power relations has got
the deserved attention in India.

The Sino-Russian relationship has
been one of the principal determinants of
India’s security environment. Adversaries
for nearly three decades from the late
1950s to the late 1980s, Russia and China
are returning to a relationship that has all
the rhetorical trappings of an alliance.
Apprehensive about the unchecked pow-
er of the U.S. in the post- Cold War world,
Russia and China are beginning to hold
hands.

Like everyone else in the world, India
too will be in two minds in judging how
far the Sino-%an romance will go. Ide-

By C. Raja Mohan

Simultaneous and multi-directional engagement
would stand India in good stead and prepare
it for any radical shifts in great power relations.

clogues on the left will be cheering for
such an alliance, and will want India to
join Russia and China in a grand alliance
against the dominant power, the U.S. But
the centrists in the Indian strategic com-
munity have grown up with the certitude
of Sino-Russian rivalry or at least wari-
ness, and are afraid that an alliance be-
tween the two giants to its north will
constrain India’s geopolitical space and
weaken the value of the Indo-Russian re-
lationship.

A careful Indian assessment might
come up with scenarios that point to the
continuing uncertainty in Sino-Russian
relations. The realists would suggest that
despite the common de-

Washington. The unfolding dynamic of
the U.S.-Russian relationship is perhaps
the most important among the great
power relations. For the first time since
the two nations briefly allied with each
other in the middle of the last century to

. defeat fascism, America and Russia are

exploring the prospects of a new partner-
ship. The Bush Administration, which
came to power a few months ago with all
its Cold War anti-Russian instincts intact,
is now proclaiming that Russia is no long-
er an enemy and that Mr. Putin may be a
trustworthy partner.

The U.S. plans for missile defence
which appeared to sharpen U.S.-Russian

tensions a few weeks ago now look

sire to limit American WORLD VIEW amenable to a broad strategic un-

power, Russia and China
will find it difficult to return to an alliance
of the type the world saw between the two
communist states in the 1950s. As neigh-
bours, they have a history of mistrust and
will always be wary of the other’s poten-
tial to make trouble. Moscow, from its
own long-term interests, might want to
be somewhat careful in adding to the ris-
ing power of China. Beijing, in turn,
would always worry about the pro-West-
ern impulses in Russia that could tug it
towards the U.S. and Europe.

But the biggest obstacle to a substan-
tive Sino-Russian alliance may be the U.S.
itself. There are strong compulsions in
both Moscow and Beijing to explore and
sustain a cooperative relationship with
Washington. Russia and China are cer-
tainly concerned about the current Amer-
ican dominance over world affairs and
the strong tendency in Washington to-
wards unilateralism. While seeking grea-
ter space for themselves, Russia and
China also know the dangers of confront-
ing the U.S., which remains the principal
source of capital and modern technology
for both. No wonder that both Moscow
and Beijing are in the middle of some so-
phisticated diplomatic engagement with

derstanding between Washington
and Moscow. Determined to pursue the
missile defence programme, the Bush Ad-
ministration is reaching out to Moscow
and offering a deal — significant cuts in
the existing nuclear arsenals in return for
an eventual modificationtiof the ABM
treaty. The Russians have not said “yes”;
but they have not said “no” either. All
indications are that pragmatic Putin is
not averse to a deal; and that he will bar-
gain very hard.

The U.S. is also broadly hinting that it
might consider Russian participation in
the technological development of future
missile defences as well as a more coop-
erative economic relationship. While
there remains a shadow between the po-
tential and reality of a new partnership
between Washington and. Moscow, it
never looked more probable than today.
And when it does happen, a Russo-Amer-
ican partnership is likely to radically alter
the rules of the nuclear game as well as
the nature of Eurasian geopolitics.

A U.S.-Russian understanding would
clearly put China at a disadvantage; but
the expansive commercial relationship
between the U.S. and China is likely to
mitigate the dangers of a new Cold War
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confrontation between Washington and
Beijing. While the trade between Russia
and America is barely $ 10 billions and
that between Russia and China is even
less, the two-way trade between America
and China is about $120 billions.

Corporate America’s high stakes in Chi-
na have already helped end the summer
of discontent between Washington and
Beijing. American companies have exert-
ed pressure on the Bush Administration
to tone down its adversarial attitude to-
wards China. The visit by Gen. Powell to
Beijing is being widely interpreted as a
return to “business as usual’’ between the
two nations. Gen. Powell has consciously
dropped the recent references to China as
a “strategic competitor’. The explana-
tion: the Sino-U.S. relationship is too
complex to be captured by a single cliche.

That should disappoint all those in In-
dia who thought the Bush Administration
was sending out invitations for the long-
awaited containment party against Chi-
na. To be sure,_the Bush Administration
remains deeply divided about China, and
policy makers in Beijing are worried
about a potential military alliance be-
tween India and America. But ties be-
tween the U.S. and China appear to be
returning to a more predictable trend of
engagement that defined their relations
in the last couple of decades. If India is
looking for geopolitical clarity to define
its national security strategy, it may not
find it any time soon. Instead, New Delhi
should stay with some basic principles in
pursuing its foreign policy objectives.

First, it should strive for an open-ended
engagement with all the great powers of
the world. Second, the foundation of such
an engagement must be economic coop-
eration. Currently India’s commercial ties
with all the great powers are way below
potential and need to be upgraded quick-
ly. Third, India rreeds to consolidate the
traditional ties with Moscow, rapidly ex-
pand strategic cooperation with the U.S.,
and strive hard to resolve the accumu-
lated bilateral problems with China and
build political trust with the northern
neighbour. Simultaneous and multi-di-
rectional engagement would stand India
in good stead and prepare it for any rad-
ical shifts in great power relations.



