/q/ THE BYELECTIONS POINTERS 49"V~

THE IMPRESSIVE VICTORY scored by the Con-
gress in the byelections to the Sabarkantha Lok
Sabha constituency and also the Sabarmati As-
sembly segment in Gujarat may not have any
serious impact on the national political scene as
such. Yet the poll outcome is bound to send rip-
ples within the BJP's Gujarat unit. And the Guj-
arat Chief Minister, Mr. Keshubhai Patel, cannot
escape trouble from within his own party in the
coming days. Apart from having lent a lot of im-
portance to the byelections by way of leading the
poll campaign, Mr. Patel and his partymen (in-
cluding, Mr. Madan Lal Khurana, in charge of the
BIP's Gujarat unit} had raised the stakes high by
declaring that the polls were a referendum on the
performance of the Patel Ministry in the State.
And the trouncing that the party suffered in both
the places {the Sabarmati verdict assumes addi-
tional significance for it falls within Mr. L. K. Ad-
vani's Lok Sabha constituency) could be the
beginning of a move within the BJP that could
crystallise in a demand for Mr. Patel's ouster
from the Chief Minister's post. That the BJP in
Guijarat is even otherwise ridden by faction feuds
is a fact that becomes relevant in this context. Mr.
Patel and his party will find it difficult to make
light of the reverses, for the byelection results
only confirm the trend witnessed in the elections
to the rural and urban local bodies in Gujarat less
than a year ago.

There are, indeed, other reasons too for the
Congress to rejoice. Apart from Gujarat, the par-
ty’s victory in the two Assembly seats in Assarn,
including that of Mr. Tarun Gogoi from Titabor,
found the party’s leaders affirming their faith in
Ms. Sonia Gandhi's leadership and some of them
holding out the Congress victory in the Sabarma-
ti Assembly segment as a "‘moral victory for Ms.
Sonia Gandhi and a vindication of her leader-
ship”. While it may be true that the results from
Gujarat reflect popular sentiments against the

BJP in the State, the Congress cannot ignore such
simple facts that its nominees were trounced so
badly in some other parts of the country where
byelections were held the same time. As for in-
stance, the BJP could better its performance in
the Tonk (Reserved) Lok Sabha constituency in
Rajasthan. Similarly, the fact that the Biju Janata
Dal could retain the Rairkhol Assembly seat in
Orissa despite the alienation of its leader, Mr.
Naveen Patnaik, from the harsh realities — the
incidence of starvation deaths in parts of the
State and the insensitivity shown by the State
administration — is certainly a reflection of the
sad state in which the Congress is in Orissa. And
this is what must concern those around Ms. So-
nia Gandhi in the Congress. . {: ( ,ctﬁ\»b*‘

Yet another important aspect of this round
of bvelections is the outcome in Siddipet in And-
hra Pradesh. The large victory margin secured by
Mr. Chandrasekhara Rao is a reflection of the
extent to which this former member of the Telu-
gu Desarn has succeeded in whipping up pas-
sions for a separate State of Telengana. Mr. Rao
will now enter the Andhra Pradesh Assembly as a
representative of the Telengana Rashtra Samiti to
constitute a three-member group (along with Mr.
R. Pappa Rao and Dr. R. Ravindranath Reddy
who were expelled from the Congress and the
BJP for voicing the demand for a separate State)
and this could give an impetus to the agitation.
While the Telugu Desam chief will now be faced
with the spectre of dissension within his own
party at least in the Telengana region, the Con-
gress too cannot escape significant erosion of'its
support base. The bad show by the Congress —
its nominee lost the security deposit polting just
about 3,300 votes from Sidddipet — is clearly an
indication of the party's decimation in the re-
gion. And this indeed is a message that the main-
stream parties in Andhra Pradesh — the Telugu

Desam and the Congress — cannot ignore.
,-/’

12
v
)
K

76 SEP 201
adFuHINEN

-



The poll panel’s power & wisdom
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N THE election to the Council of

States from the Tamil Nadu Assembly,

six candidates were elected unop-

posed, giving the AJADMK four mem-
bers, and the TMC and the DMK one each.
As the parties confined their nominations
to their respective strength in the Assemb-
ly, the electaral process was smooth and
uneventful but for an objection raised by
the Speaker, Dr. K. Kalimuthu, about the
appaintment of Dr. Mrutunjay Sarangi as
the Returning Officer. He is already the
Chief Clectoral Oificer for Tamil Nadu. 1
wish te make it clear at the outset that | am
not casting any reflection on the compe-
tence or credibility of Dr. Sarangi as an
officer in the election machinery. Now that
the election is over, 1 feel that we should
consider objectively the objection from the
Speaker.

The duties of the CEQ are defined in
Section 20 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951. “‘Subject to the superin-
tendence, direction and controt of the
Election Commission, the Chief Election
Dificer of cach State shall supervise the
canduct of all elections in the State under
this Act.’” Regarding appointment of a Re-
wrning Officer for an election to the Rajva
Sabha, Section 21 provides that “the Elec-
tion Commission shall, in censultation
with the Government of the State, desig-
nate or nominate a retarning officer who
shall be an officer of Government or of a
lacal authority.”

In this regard, it has been the nermal
practice that orf recommendation of the
Siate concerned, the Election Commission
appoints the Secretary {(or the Principal
Secretary) of the Assembly as the Return-
ing Officer. This is so as the MLAs alone
constitute the electorate and the Assembly
Secretary can identify them eastly. Never
has a person other than a Secretary of the
Legislature been appointed Returning Of-
ficer in any State for Rajya Sabha elections.

For Presidential and Vice-Presidential
elections, the law provides that the Elec-
tion Commission shall appoint a Retumn-
ing Officer in consultation with the Central
Government, So far, the tradition has been
1o appoint the Secretary (or the Secretary-
General) of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha alternatively.

Section 21 specifies that the returning

"3
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officer should be “an officer of Govern-
ment or of a local authority”™. A question
may be raised as to why the State Govern-
ment should be consulted in appointment
of the Assembly Secretary, as the latter is
an Officer of the Assembly Secretariat, not
under the control of the State Govern-
ment. The propriety of appointing a Secre-
tary of Parliament or Assembly was gone
into by the Supreme Court in the Pasu-
pathi Nath case (AIR 1984 5C 399). In the
clection to the Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pra-
desh in 1980, the Assembly Secretary, Mr.
5. P. Singh, was appointed the Returning
Officer. An election petition contended

By Era Sezhiyan ’
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ment of the Polling Officers is based qn the
assumption that the Assembly Secretary
will be the Returning Offtcer.

Dr. Kalimuthu has observed that as per
the practice in the past, the Principal Sce-
retary, Mr. C. S. Janakiraman, should have
been appointed the Returning Officer. He
presumed that the Election Commission
might have been prompted naot to appueint
Mr. Janakiraman as he, after his retire-
ment, was reappointed Principal Secretary
on coniract. It s understood that in And-
hrd Pradesh, Mr. C. Venkatesan, who was
teappointed Special Secretary of the As-
semnbly after four years of retirement. was

Already the Centre-State relationship is surcharged. Let it
not be worsened. The Election Commission should not
only act impartially but also appear to do so.

thar the election was void, as the Assembly
Secretary, not being an officer of the Stare
Government, was not qualified to be the
Returning Officer. The Allahabad High
Court accepted the plea and set aside the
election as having been conducted by an
unauthorised officer.

The Supreme Court, however, set aside
the High Court decision, holding “He {Sec-
retary of the State Legislature) has to be
treated as an officer of Government for the
purpose of Section 21 of the Act also qual-
ified for being appointed as the Returning
Officer for an election held under the Act.
It is not disputed that after the commence-
ment of the Constitution, the Secretaries
of the State Legislature almost as matter of
rule are being appointed as Returning Offi-
cers for election to the Rajya Sabha and for
election to the Legistative Councils of the
States and Parliament thought it fit 10
ameand suitably Section 21 of the Act.”

In the Handbook for Returning Officers
— ‘For Elections to the Council of States
and Legislature Councils' — the Election
Commission has given instructions about
appeintment of polling officers in the elec-
tion 1o the Rajya Sabha: “Those polling of-
ficers should normally be drawn from the
Secretariat of the Legislature.” (Para 5.2,
Reprint 1996.} This shows that appoint-

appointed by the Election Commission as
the Returning Officer in 1996. if so, ap-
pointment of Mr. Janakiraman should naot
have raised any problem. Even if the Elec-
tion Commission was not prepared to con-
stder Mr. [anakiraman, it could have
appointed Mr. V. RgJaraman, who contin-
ues to be the Secretary of the Assembly, as
the Returning Officer.

In the election machinery, the CEO oc-
cupies the top pasition at the State level as
the Chief Election Commissioner ar the
national level. The CEO has to supervise all
elections in the State and has the respon-
sibility to guide and direct the returning
officers and decide on issues raised by the
other officers in the State. The Election
Commission has no independent efectoral
machinery in the States. The officers to be
appointed as CEQ, District Officer, Retumn-
ing Officer, Presiding Officer, Polling Offi-
cer etc. are necessarily to be drawn from
the State Government. The Election Com-
nmiission gets from the State Government a
panel of names of senior officers and ap-
points one of them as the CEO. The head
of the district administration — 'Collec-
tor’, 'Deputy Commissioner’, nr ‘District
Magistrate’ — is normaily appointed the
DEO.

If there is confrontation between the
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State and the Election Commission in ap-
pointment of election offtcers, it will affect
condugt of elections on the whole. In 1993,
the West Bengal Government refused to
spare the services of an officer appointed
as CEO. The Electivn Commission ap-
pointed another officer who declined on
health grounds. Thereafter, the Election
Commission declined to make any ap-
pomtment and the preparations for elec-
tions came to a grinding halt. Eventually,
on a petition, the Calcutta High Court in-
tervenied to make the State Government
agree to spare an officer on full-time basis.

Fhe Flection Commissioner, Mr. T. &
Krishnamurthy, told the press that there
had been no ulteror motive in the ap-
pointment of the Returning Officer in Ta-
mil Nadu, I fully accept his statement.
There is no need or room for any biased
motivation in this appointment, Still, the
action of the Clection Commission is in-
explicable.

While giving its judicial decision, a Court
makes public the reasons for its decision,
Impartiality and transparency are the
prime {actors for judicial decisions. The
Eleciion Comrnission is a constitutional
authority with quasi-judicial powers. If
there had been any valid reasons for not
accepting the State Government's recom-
mendation and for departing from the
well-established procedure, the Election
Commission should have given the rea-
sons. A small slip in the decision-making
process mav raise a huge controversy, as a
simall spark may cause a huge forest fry.

Already the Centre-State relationship is
surcharged. Let it not be worsened. The
Election Commission should not only act
impartially but also appear to do so. It is
true that the Flection Cotunission has a
reservoir of powers under Article 324, Hav-
ing power is one thing and taking 4 sound
judgmen! to use the power wisely is anoth-
er thing. Edmund Burke argued in the Brit-
ish Patliament against the imprudent and
inconsistent attitude of imperialistic pow-
ers towards the American Colonies. The
orator said pithily. "It is casy to give pow-
er. bus it i< difhcult to give wisdom.”

‘The Election Commission has enormous
powers, but 1 will be desirable if it has
enough wisdom to use them properly.
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NEW DELHI, June 4. — The
Supreme Court today issued
" notices to the Tamil Nadu chief
i minister and AJIADMK su-
premo, Miss J Jayalalitha, the
Centre and the attorney-gener-
- al of India on a bunch of peti-
| tions  raising the question
' whether a person disqualified
' from contesting elections could
be appointed as the chief
. minister.

" PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

- Terming the issue raised in

the petitions as “important”, a
| Bench comprising Mr Justice
f SSM Quadri and Mr Justice
Doraiswamy Raju referred it to
\ a threejudge Bench and direc-
| ted the matter be placed before
l the Chief Justice of India *for
! constitution of an appropriate
Bench”.
¢ Miss Jayalalitha, who was dis-
qualified by the returning offi-

PRI e B TR ST S M

oontestmg elections
in view §f her conviction in a
corruptiok case, was appointed
as the cRief minister on 14
May by the Governor, Ms Fa-
thima Beevi, after her party
won majority.

However, the Bench dismissed
as withdrawn a petition chal-
lenging the constitutional val-
idity of Article 164(4) of the
Constitution which provided
that “A minister who for any
period of six consecutive
months is not a member of the
legislature of the state shall at
the expiration of that period
cease to be a minister.” The
Bench said the interpretations
could be different, but it didn’t
mean that an original provision
of the Constitution would be-
come unconstitutional in view
of such differences,

The Bench also dismissed all
applications seeking stay on

‘the decision of the Governor ap-
pointing Miss Jayalalitha as
the chief minister.

Arguing for the petitioner Mr
Pratap Singh Chautala, broth-
er of Haryana chief minister
Mr Om Prakash Chautala, se-
nior advocate Mr Anil Dewan
submitted that the appoint-
ment of Miss Jayalalitha,
whose conviction had not been
stayed by the Madras High
Court, has opened a new chap-
ter in the Indian legal as well
as political history.

Terming the Governor’s deci-
sion as “wholly unconstitution-
al, arbitrary and subversive of
the Rule of Law forming the ba-
sic structure of the Constitu-
tion”, Mr Dewan said it
would encourage corruption
and empower a “convicted per-
son to occupy the chief minis-
ter’s office”.

“The precedent set by the deci-

it e e

sion of the Governor leads to
the following consequences - A
convicted murderer or a dacoit
can be appointed not only as a

minister but also a chief minis- '

ter or even a Prime Minister of
India,” he said.

The other petitioners who
challenged Miss Jayalalitha's
appointment as chief
minister were Mr BL. Wadhera,

Mr ML Sharma and Mr BR

Kapoor.

Mr Dewan said, “If the logic of |

this appointment is upheld, the

same person may resign office a :

little before six months and
then again may be invited to

occupy the office of the chief -

minister if the majority party
so decides.” At this point, the
Bench said if this was the posi-
tion it has to be decided how to

tackle the question and a refer-
ence by the President could be

aIl answer,
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 29: In a moveto
harness forces of the incipient
third alternative, the People’s
Front today decided to fight the
Uttar Pradesh polls together.
After the five Assemnbly elections,
it is Jttar Pradesh, the largest and
politically the most crucial state,
which is now holding the front’s
attention.

At a meeting of the front at
CPM general-secretary Hark-
ishen Singh Surjeet’s residence,
the Samajwadi Party proposed
that the front fight the polis in
Uttar Pradesh on a united plat-
form. For the embryonic third
front, the elections will be a win-
dow to the future of the NDA-led
government at the Centre — who-
ever wins will have an upper hand
in deciding the political course
in Delhi.

“The Shahijahanpur election
has shown that we can defeat
the BJP if we are united,” said
Mulayam Yadav. His party re-

am Singh Yadav, Jyoti Basti, HS SUrjeet anc Ao oas wiws v

. People’s Front closes

cently won the byelection, defeat-
ing the BJP, the Congress and the
Bahujan Samaj Party. Left leaders
have been saying the poil results
in Uttar Pradesh will drive the

final nail in the NDA governmen-

t's coffin.

The front is banking on former
Prime Minister V.P. Singh to
swing the Thakur votes to their
side. Though the Samjawadi has
claimed that it has won a fair
share of the Thakur votebank in
the Shahjahanpur polls, Singh,
himself a Thakur, is going to be a
much more effective vote-catcher.

Much of the success of this
unity will depend on Mulayam's
readiness fo accommodate his
partners in seat-sharing. In the
past, Mulayam has proved to be a
ticklish ally reluctant to part with
seats. If the seat-sharing formula
does not work, then the Peaple’s
Front will run into the same
rough patches as in the past.

The Samajwadi has made it
clear that it will treat both the BJP
and the Congress as adversaries
— the Left Front which, for some

time, had distanced itself from
this view, is once again veering (o
the same opinion. The commen

programme the front has finalised

spells out this line of equidistance
from the two major parties.

“The Congress cannot be an al-
ternative since it had initiated the
economic reforms in 1991 for
which the people are suffering,”
states the programme. Tt goes on
to say the party’s record in cor-
ruption while in power does not
inspire the confidence of the peo-
ple, who want to see the end of the
BJ?P government.

Since the common programme
is going to guide the front’s politi-
cal strategy in the future, it is
clear that the Left will go along
with Mulayam’s stand-off attitude
towards the Congress. The Left
was cut up with the Congress’ de-
cision to ally with the Trinamul
Congress in the recent Bengal
elections, though the CPM leaders
after the poll outcome said it was
up to the Congress to decide wh
kind of relations it wanted ta byfve
with the third front.
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%yngdoh takes .
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By Qur Special Corresponde

t
" NEW DELHI, JUNE 13. Mr. James Mi- )

chael Lyngdoh today took over as |
the Chief Election Commissioner, ‘
reiterating the Election Commis- |
sion’s commitment to carry on ef- i
forts to strengthen the electoral
democratic system. (¥

Mr. Lyngdoh, 62, who will be
the CEC till February, 2004, took }
over from Dr. M.S. Gill who re- |
tired today after an eventful five- |

|
i

year term. Mr. Lyngdoh has been

an Election Commissioner since
March 1, 1997, A former IAS offi-
cet of the 1961 batch of the Bihar
cadre, Mr. Lyngdoh, who hails -
from Meghalaya, is the first per- ;
son from the North-East to as- °
sume the high constitutional
post. Mr. Brij Bihari Tandon, Sec-
retary (Personnel), joined the
Commission today and will now
be Election Commissioner along
with Mr. T.S. Krishnamurthy.

Lauding his predecessor for
taking several steps to improve
the functioning of electoral de-
mocracy, Mr. Lyngdoh said: "“The
systern has been stwrengthened in
a number of ways and is working
better now. But, alot still needs to
be done.”

In another development, Mr.

K. Agarwal, was named the mfw
Secretary, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pension. He suc-

ceeds Mr. B. B. Tandon. i

Lo
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%alallthas appomtment challenged

By Our Staff Reporter X\Q s

1NNA|, MAY 22, A public interest litigation petition
secking to restrain the AIADMEK gencral secretary,
Ms. Jayalalitha, from functioning as Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, following her disgualification to contest
elections 10 the State Assembly, will be heard by the
Madras High Court in the first week of June, atter the
COUrl’s SUININer vacation.

Avacation bench comprising Mr. Justice K.P. Siva-
subramanian and Mr. Tustice A K. Rajan, directed
the writ pethion filed by a Chennai advocate, Mr. V.
Selvaraj, — which came up for maintainabilicy — (o
be posted for hearing after the vacation.

Mr. Justice Sivasubramanian, who said that he
could not hear the petition “for personal reasons™,
however held that the petition was maintainable and
direcled it 1o be posied before another bench. The
judge had handled cases against Ms. Jayalalitha
while he was a government advocate. The petitioner
contended that when a disqualified person could
not be member of the Legislature, she could not be
appointed Chief Minister. Hlence, Ms. layalalitha's
appointment was illegal and not tenable, besides
being injurious to the demaocratic system and the
rule of law, be submitted,

Listing the cases pending against Ms. Jayalalitha,
the petition said it would also be difficult for the
Special Judges to hear the cases when the Chief Min-

lster hersell stood before them as acrused. The pet-
tioner contended that Articles 173, 190, 191 and 164
the Constitution made i clear that a disqualified
rson could not be sworn in Chief Minister on the
pretext that she had 2 gestation period of six months
te become an MLA.

The ronvention of a majority party leader being
invited to form the government could nat be applied
in the case of Ms. Jayalalitha since she had been
convicted and sentenced by a court and hence dis-
gualified from being elected MLA under Section 8(3)
of the Representation ol the People A

Merely because she had been eiected feader by
members of the ATADME Legislature Party, the Gov-
ernor could not in violation of law and the Constitu-
tion appoint Ms. Jayalaiitha Chief Minister. The
ATADME could not compel the Governot o do so.

Contending that the Governor's action had cre-
ated a constitutional and legal crisis, the petiton
said the State could not be administered in accord-
ance with constitutional provisions when a person
convicied and disqualified was Chief Minister. The
Central Government had failed to intervene and pro-
tect the Constitution.

The petition sought a direction o Ms. Jayalalitha
10 show cause under what authority she claimed 1o
have use, enjoy, perforn: the right, duties and privi-
leges of the office of Chief Minister.

Sorabjee’'s view: Page 13
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KOLKATA MAY 20. The Wcstge
PCC chief, Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee, today attributed th
defeat of the Congress-
Trinumooi Congress combine in

the Assermnbly elections to lack of
! organisation and said that

personal charisma of any
individual leader was not
encugh in ensuring victory.

" These are the lessons that
we must learn from the results
of the clections,” Mr. Mukherjee
told the CLP’s first meeting here
which elected Mr. Atish Sinha as
its leader.

Stating that the Congress was
keen on playing the role of the
‘classical Opposition by
npposing, exposing and isolating

¢ the Government’ in the

Assembly, the PCC chief said
that it would not indulge in any

. rowdism inside the House.

“There may be some media
limelight on rowdism, but it
sends wrong message o the
people.” Later. he told reporters

* that the Congress was not

apprehensive about the
Trinamool returning to the
NDA, but said that his party
would act ‘accordingly” if such
an event, however, took place.
Pointing out that his party
began talks with the Trinamool
chief, Ms, Mamata Bancrijee,
only after she withdrew from
the NDA, MerMukherjee said
the Congress was stili firm on

victory’

the stand thai it would have no
truck with the Trinamool as
long it was part of the NDA,

To a question, he said that a
joint programme between the
Congress and the Trinamool
outside the Assembly was
possible and jt would be
decided only after talks between
the leaders ot the two parties.

‘Check malpractices’

The former West Bengal Chiefl
Minister, Mr. Siddhartha
Shankar Ray, today demanded
setting up of an inquiry
commission to probe into the
‘unusually” high and skewed
polling pattern in a large
number of booths during the
Assembly elections in the State,

“There are reports of
unusually high poll percentage
in a large number of booths. i
the reparts are found to be true,
a commission of inquiry should
be set up under the Commission
of Inquiry Act 1952, to probe
into possible electoral
malpractices,” Mr, Ray told
newspersons here.

He also demanded repolling
in all the boaths where over 75
per cent af the votes had gone
in favour of one candidate. The
polling percentage has heen
over 85 per cent in about 40,000
of the total over 61,500 booths
in the State, Mr. Ray said.

— PTT
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ARELY does ii-
namool Congress
leaders show the guts
b to speak up against the
party chief, Mamata Banerjee.
But after the crushing defeat in
this week’s Assembly polls, one
of them did when Mamata
showed up almost after 40 hours
of self confinement to announce
that she would like to step down
from her post. One of the MLAs
shot back at her: “It has almost
hecome a habit with you to re-
sign on any issue.” The MLA
probably hit the nail on the head.
It is precisely her pressure poli-
tics of resignation that culmi-
nated in Trinamool Congress
walking out of the NDA coali-
tion. While it is still debated if the
decision was politically correct,
therc is no doubt whatsoever that
her image as a responsible leader
suffered in public perception.

1t had taken years of hard toil
and labour for Mamata to estab-
lish herself as a true crusader
against the Left. But she scemed
to have stopped short of acquir-
ing the stature for voters at large
to identify her as a possible head
of state. The steps she had taken
in the months prior to the polls
~ starting from her threat to re-
sign on oil price hike, her threat
to resign if she was not granted a
railway budget of her choice and
finally the resignation on. the
Tehekla issue combined to paint
her as one who is “honest but ir-
responsible, a fighter but whim-
sical”,

In Kolkata, a large section of
non-Left voters were thoroughly
disillusioned and did not even
cast their votes. It partly explains
why some of the constituencics
within the city registered an all
tinre low voter turn out. For in-
stance, of the 14 constituencies
which recorded between 50 per
cent and 6 per cent polling,
eight were in Kolkata. Four con-
stituencies  of"  Burrabazar,
Chowringhee, Jorabagan and
Bowbazar recorded less than 45

per cent polling. Of these,.

Gone

the wind "

The Marxists have got a fresh

with

seon

the Writers' Buildings. Subrata

Nagchoudhury says

it was Mamata

Banerjee’s inability to present a cogent
and convincing political agenda that

failed the Trinamooi
the

Left Front
48.94%

Left Front in West Bengal

TC-Cong
38.92%

in its fight against

Note: Seats wen
by other parties
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{Tulal seats: 216}
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Burrabazar registered omnly
about 32 per cent, the lowest turn
out in the entire state, One such
voter who didn't cast his vote
rucd: “CPI-M was not the party
we would vote for, but then Ma-
mata Banerjee also failed to live
upto our expegiation. We de-
cided to skip the polls this time.”
Mamata will have to project her-
self as a more responsible leader
if she is to compete with Bud-

dhadeb Bhattacharya, he addcd.

The lack of any political con-
lent in her election speeches is
being cited as another reason for
her failurc to convince the voters,
As she criss-crossed the state,
covering more than 25,000 kms
by road during the campaign, not
for once did she explain why the
Trinamool has come out of the
NDA. Or, why she has joined
hands with somcone whom she
not too long ago had described as
the “B” team of the CPI-M in

West Bengal. She also failed to
outline a definite programme for
the government should she be
voted into power. Instead, it was
all emotion and sentiment. Her
rallies certainly received rousing
reception but they obviously did
not translate into votes.

One driving force behind her
decision to snap the ties with BJP
was said 0 be the 24 per cent
Muslim vaote in the state. But a

WDIAN EXPR2¥
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*_preliminary scrutiny shows that

the Muslims did not respond the
way she had ¢xpected, may be
because of her total silence about
the BJP.during campuigning.

- The CP1-M on the contrary

~ took full advantage of her unex-

plained silence about the BIP
gxd harped on the theme that

¢ “divorce between TMC and
BJP is only superficial and tem-
porary. The two will join hands

soon”. It worked. In the four
heavily Muslim-populated dis-
tricts of North Dingjpur, Sonth
Dinajpur, Malda and Murshid-
abad, the Trinamool won only
one seatowt of atotal ot 42,

The Trinamool’s handling of
the Kamtapur agitation in north
Bengal, mainly Coochbehar and
Jalpaiguri districts, seemed to
have backfired, too. First, the ~
TMC went into an clectoral un-
derstanding with the Kamtapur -
Peopie’s Party and dismissed it
later.

But by then, CPI-M had
picked up the threads, launching
asustained campaign saying that
Trinamool supports the Kamia-
puri cause who are oul to divide
Bengal once again, The result
was a total wash out of the Con-
gress-Trinamool combine in the
region. Out of a total of 26 seats
in Coochbehar, Talpaiguri and
Darjeeling districts, the TMC-
Congress combine won just one
seat.

The selection of Trinamool
candidates is now coming in for
sharp criticism within the party.
It was arbitrary and not befitting
the ground realities of a particu-
lar constituency, party leaders
admit. .

. Banerjet’s rigidity in not con-
ceding a large number of
winnablc seats to the Congress
has cost the combination heavily.
Diissident Congress leaders con-
tinued to be in the fray as inde-
pendents and proved to be spoil-
ersin at least 15 seats.

With CPI-M being the adver-
sary, none can afford to commit
so many mistakes and yet make a
match of jt. With Buddhadeb
beating Mamata in her own
game, she now has to repackage
herself in a totajly new mould. -

At the same time it would be.
grossly eroncous to presume that
this is the end of Mamata in Ben-
gal. As the editor of a Bengali
daily observed: “Marmata is the
creation of a socio-economic
condition. She will live as long as
that condition does not change ”/




KOLKATA, MAY 14. A day after her defeat in th
Assembly election, the Trinamool Congress
chief, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, tnday stepped
out in pubiic to put the responsibility of the
Congress-Irinamoeol combine’s debacle at the
doorstep of Election Commission, the BIP-run
NDA Government at the Centre and the State
administration.

Ms. Banerjee accused the Chief Election
Commissioner, Dr. M.S. Gill, of heing in ca-
hoots with the Centre and the State Govern-
ment To trounce the alliance. “He played into
the hands of the Centre to defeut us in the poil.
He will retire in June and | will net be sur-
prised if the Centre purchased him.”

She made these obscreations at a packed
press conference at her Kalighat residence in
south Kolkata, Also present were Mr. Subrata
Mukherjee, Mr. Pankaj Banerjee and a few
other newly-efected Trinamool M As.

The Trinamool chief said she had sen:
countless messages o the Election Commis-
sion during the poil and even during the re-
polling in 80 booths, but in vain. “He (Dr. Gill:
never hothered to talk to me even once. Either
he was out for dinner or busy in meetings.”

What was surprising was Ms. Banerjee’s
valte face with regard to the position she had
taken on the combine’s defeat. On Sunday,
when it became clear that the combine was
losing the battle, she said, "I accept the peo-
ple’s verdict,”

Ms. Banerjee also lashed out at the Vajpayee
Gavernment — for the first time since she quit
the NDA — saying it had adopted a “vindic-
tive” attitude towards Trinamoel. “The NDA

By Our Special Correspondent \

» Mamata tglames

4,80

The Trinamool Congress leader,
Ms. Mamata Banerjee, addressing
presspersons at her residence
in Kolkata on Monday.

— Photo: Sushanta Patronohish

influenced the Election Commission, which
neither paid any heed to our complaints nor
took measures to check rigging by the com-
munists in the poll.”

Contrary to speculation in a section of the
media, she said she would not return 1o the
NDA-fold. “We have resigned from NDJA and
we will not go back to ir."

The verdict in favour of the ruling Leflists
was not a true reflection of the peopic’s senti-
ments, They desired a change in government
but the communists did net allow them (o cast
their vates in favour of the Congress-Trina-
maool combine by unleashing terror. “Even the
Chief Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
rigged the election in his Jadavpur constitu-
ency.”

According to Ms. Banerjee, the results

PR -

5, Centre”

showed that the communists had resorted to
largescale rigging. For example, the CPIM)
candidales in Garbera and Keshpur in Mid-
napore district won by a margin, which almaost
equalled the size of the eleciarate, “The CPI
(M) is like the Nazis,” she said.

Following the combine’s debacle, she had
expressed the desire 1o resign from the post of
Trinamool chief owning responsibility, The
party’s policy-making body. however, dis-
suaded her from doing so. saying it would
continue anti-communist movements under
her leadership.

Pranab promises support

The State Cangress chief, Mr. Pranab Muk-
herjee, today met Ms. Banerjee o review the
poll results. The Congress, he said, would back
her in her anti-Left campaign. He advised her
to concentrate on building up the organisa-
tion o counter the communists” machinery,

11 reports:

The dissident “Trinamool leader, Mr. Ajit
Panja, today said Ms. Banerjee should take a
“lesson” from the results and respect (he
mandaie of the people. Speaking to pressper-
sons, e said Ms. Banerjee, though in a state of
shock, should respect her pany workers as al-
so the mandace of the people.

Door open; Fernandes

PATNA, MAY 14. The Nationai Demaocratic Alii-
ance (NDA) convener. Mr. George Fernandes,
taday sdid the "door is wide open” for the
Trinameol Congress rhaéf, Ms. Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s return to thpdlliance it she desires 1o
refoin us’.




5

AK Antony
elected <\s;

Kerala CM

HT Correspondent I (
Thiruvananthapuram, May 15

CWC MEMBER A K Antony was

% unanimously elected the 11th
¥ Chief Minister of Kerala today

W pelying rumours of an mpend-
Wing showdown on the issue.

% The party president would
8 ame the KPCC president after-
Riyards, AICC observers Ghulam
Miyahi Azad and Motilal Vohra
‘(Esaid. There was speculation that
rkr Karunakaran could insist on
“simultaneous announcement of
he Chief Minister and the KPCC
{yresident’s name.

But after talking to the Con-
uress chief. Karunkaran climbed
down from his earlier position,
paving way for unanimous selec-
vion of the new CLP leader.

Earlier, the newly elected
members of the party met at
Indira Bhawan and passed a
Lnanimous resolution leaving it
for the party chief to select the
new CLP leader.

After getting the MLAs' nod.
all five leaders - Karunakararn,
Antony, Motilal Vohra, Azad and
KPCC chief Thennala Balakrish-
na Pillai - went to the state guest-
house for more discussions. They
had separate telephone talks
with the AICC chief and held
another round of meetings with
the legislators, it is learnt.

Kadavoor Shivadasan. a
Karunakaran man, proposed
Antony's name. Four other mem-
bers seconded his proposal.

Reacting to Antony's election,
a glum-faced K Karunkaran said:
“{ am alwavs happy. [ am also
happy today”™ But sources close

“to him said Kraunakaran was

not happy with the high com-
mand's delay in naming the new
KPCC president. . :

Karunakaran'sson K Mu ralid-
haran is tipped to be the new
KPCC chief.
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! Bengal ministry’s swearing-in -

" note soon after the two election

~Trinamul to boycott Buddha's swearing-in

Poll
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’buse remark’

' STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI/KOLEATA, May
| 15. - The Election Commission
today dismissed Miss Mamata
Baner_lees “despicable remark-
s” against the chief election
' commissioner as being “be-
neath contempt”, as the Trina-
mul decided to boycott the West

ceremony on 15 May.
Yesterday, the Trinamul chief
had accused Mr MS Gill of hav-
ing failed to check rigging dur-
ing West Bengal Assembly
polls under the “influence” of
. the Atal Behari Vajpayee gov-
" ernment.
© After

ss Banerjee had said:
tire administration and
worked for a particular

couldn’t contact Gill on polling
day. Whenever 1 called up, Gill
was neither in his office nor at
his home.” She even alleged
that Mr Gill had been “purcha- |
sed” and might be given some
office after his retirement soon.
The poll panel issued a press

commtissioners, Mr JN Lyng-
' doh and Mr TS Krishnamur-
thy, held a meeting with senior
. EC officials. Mr Gill could not

. be contacted for his comment

' because he was out of Delhi.
Criticising her “personal” re-
! marks, the principal secretary
to the poll panel, Mr AN Jha,
said: “The EC is a three-mem-
ber commissien of equals and
all decisions on the recently
concluded elections have been
taken by the EC, jointly and
unanimously. Therefore, what-

i BUDDHA QUITS I

KOLEKATA, May 15, - Mr
. Buddhadev Bhattacharya to- .
day submitted his resigna-
tion to the Governor before
" leaving for New Delhi to at-
| tend a CPI-M politburo meet-
| ing tomorrow. X
He'll function as a caretaker
; chief minister til 18 May,
| when the new ministry wilt be
| sworn in. Mr Viren J Shah .
has dissolved the House and
the Election Commission has
constituted the 13th Assem-
w bly through a separate notifi- .
! cation. |
| The post-poll political situa- !
" tion will be discussed at the |
| politburo meeting. Mr Bhat-
i tacharaya reached Delhi to- |
 night to a warm welcome by
"CPI-M workers at the air-'
port.
| "The meeting will discuss the l
fCPI M’s debacle in Kerala
and its strategy at the na-:
tional level and the efforts to
strengthen the People's
| Front — SNS

i

. ; Photograph on page 3 i
| @ More poll reports on
] pages 3 & 4 i

ever desplcable remarks have
been made against Mr Gill are
necessarily a reflection against
the entire commission and are
categorically dismissed as be-
neath contempt”,

The decision to boycott the
swearing-in was taken by Tri-
namul legislators at Mahara-
stra Nivas in south Kolkata.
The meeting, presided over by
Miss Banerjee, decided that the

MLAs will play the role of a re-
sponsible Opposition.

Miss Banerjee said: “The CPI-
M had rigged the polls and tried
to stifle the Opposition wvoice.
The party legislators have no
right to be sworn in because the
Left Front has not come to pow-
er by people’s mandate.”

Three years after Trinamul’s
formation, Miss Banerjee today
talked about the need to set up
a strong organisation - right
from the tep to the grassroots
level - to fight the CPI-M, This,
she said, was the biggest lesson
she had learnt from the Trina-
mul's debacle.

“The CFI-M has money and a
strong organisation and to com-
bat that we must have a sound
organisation,” she said. The
party will soon hold an organi-
sational election. Till now, she
had been nominating the Tri-
namul leaders.

Mr Pankaj Banerjee and Mr
Ambika Banerjee were unani-
mously elected Trinamul Legis-
lature Party’s leader and depu-

!ty leader. Mr Sovandeb Chatto-
i padhyay will be the party’s
! chief whip. Mr Pankaj Banerjee

will be policy making commit- .
tee chairman,

Miss Banerjee said Trinamul
leaders would form groups and
vigit violence-torn areas. The
party will prepare a list of the
votes cast in all the booths and
hand it over to the press to
show how the poll was rigged
by the CPI-M.

“We had the blessings of the
people, but we couldn’t win be-
eause the CPI-M had unleash-
ed terror on poiling day... Else,
its candidates couldn’t have
won by more than 1 iakh
votes,” she said.

s
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/F/%ME TO TAKE STOCK,
P Ele

ctions being reduced to a farce \\\

1
: DAY after the most violent polls in history and before rk-
) ults are announced, it is necessary to take stock as t
+ Wwhat we are about and to draw certain conclusions. It is quit
. clear that the political field is in the grip of those wha have no
. other occupation and irrespective of party labels fight for dear
! life and with no holds barred because the alternative is a
»  blank void, not knowing where their next meal is coming
= ' from. This is only a slight exaggeration because the goons in
question have over the years accumulated enough for several
generations; it is not only the political heavyweights or cor-
© rupt businessmen or sons of ministers who have managed to
. lever themselves above want of any kind. Every party in a
: position of relative strength has indulged in rigging, in obser-
* ving the Manual of Election Law painstakingly put together
" by the Election Commission in the breach — in burning, loot-
ing, indulging in political cleansing of opponents from whole
villages, in threatening poll personnel, in casting votes with-
out identification, in manipulating even electronic voting ma-
chines and when this is difficult, breaking them or throwing
them out of the window. Without exaggeration this is whal
passes for expression of the people’s will, particularly but not
exclusively in the worker’s paradise known as West Bengal.
;  Randoem incidents will suffice to flesh out these contentions.
t  The Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, iays down procedures
to be followed if a voter after proper identification, finds that
; someone else, obviously in fraud or by force, has already cast
a vote that is not his to cast. The genuine voter thus denied
has to follow procedures laid down for a tendered ballot paper
under Rule 42, and hand it to the presiding officer who is
enjoined to keep it in his custody; it may add up to evidence
justifying a repoll. The Chief Electoral Officer in Kolkata,
Sabyasachi Sen publicly says that tender votes are a nuisance
and he will not allow them. The Election Commission might
like to take notice. Further the Commission have given clear
instructions that Central forces sent to the states going to the
polls must be deployed. There are innumerable instances
where they have been held at District Headquarters or at
police thanas, whose staff belong to political unions by grace
and favour of the state government and can no more act
independently than fly. Police officers are known to have
taken Central forces to wrong booths with malice afore-
thought. Where flag marches are held they are restricted to
main roads and not allowed to fan out into interiors where
- trouble generally oceurs out of public gaze. Officers of these
- forces have openly complained and those made to our
reporters have been published in this newspaper.

There are rules prohibiting MPs with security cover from
being named polling agents; violaiions have been noted and
corrected at leisure. Weapons at or near polling booths have
been prohibited; we have published photographs, which prove
the contrary. The short point is that there is a world of diff-
erence between breaches of the law detected by state admi-
nistrations despite precautions taken and breaches inspired,
planned and executed by political parties running state
governments. Lapses may take place in the best-regulated
states; these need to be distinguished from states where
lapses are pre-planned, areas under opposition influence
identified and thousands driven from their homes, maimed,
threatened, fined and where possible forced to fall in line.

Enough has been said to strongly support the suggestion

- made by the Chief Election Commissioner, Dr M8 Gill that
three months before elections, state governments must give

- way and President’s Rule imposed for the duration. Of course

- this presupposes that Raj Bhavans are not regarded as
pinjrapols for housing discarded politicos and Governors will
be worthy heads of state administrations, strong, indepen-
dent and experienced. Names recently aired do not inspire
confidence.
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HT Correspondent s
Kolkata. May 12

MORE THAN 60 per cent polling
was recorded in 8% ol 90 hooths in

today's repolling, which was gen- .

crally peaceful harring stray
incidents of violence, Voters in
booth no. 47 in Bishnupur East

(8C) seat hovcotted the re-
polling.
CEQ Sabyasachi Sen said

these voters, 943 of them, were
protesting against “non-fulfill-
ment of some longstanding
(demands”. Some of then, howev-
o had voted on May 0.

Curiously. more than 60 per
cent polling was recorded  at
hooth no. 48 of Bishnupur Kast
{SC) seat. which with hooth no. 47
was located on the premises ot
Kashtapukur Free Primary
School.

Repolling was ordered at six
booths in this Assembly con-
stituency after aliegations of false
vating and smashing up of EVMs
on May 10. Two men. believed to
e Trinamool supporters, died in
noll violence on May 10.

Sen said a few scuffles took
place at some of the booths where
re-poliing was held today in 10
districte. Police fired six rounds
in the air to disperse a group of
Trinamool and CPI{M) men who
threw bombs in Bishnupur East.
nedr heoths 59 and 60 at
Shalpukur Free Primary School.
However, ho one was injured.

Mamata Banerjee visited Tita-
garh and Khardah, where
Finance Minister Asim Dasgupta
is seeking re-clection against the
Trinamool's Ranjit Mukherjee.

60% turnout in repolls,
one booth:) ¢

'
9' I/C b& Cin,
There was terision in both con-
stituencies until the District
Magistrate and SP started tour-
ing the areas with a large force.

Trinamoonl leaders complained
that CPI{M) leaders, including
Subhas Chakraharty and Das-
supta were moving around .with
supporters to “intimidate and
influence™ the voters, Sen said.

Sen received a large number of
complaints from varicus quar-
ters, including individual voters
from Khardah, Titagarh and
Bharpara. He said police escorted
a voter in Khardah to the booth
after he complained of threats
from local toughs. Police also
ook into custody eight Tri-
namool supporters spotted dri-
ving around the area "suspi-
cicusly” in a Tata Sumo.

Sen also got in touch with the
Home Secretary to inguiry into
Banerjee’'s allegation that the
SDPO of Belghoria, Basab Das-
gupta. had stopped her car and
spoke to her in “ungentlemanly
and filthy language.”

He said that data collected by
ihe EC on voting in 247 con-
stituencies has shown 74.1 per
rent polling on May 10. Votes will
he counted simultaneously at 96
centres tomorrow.

Sen said paramilitary forces
will be posted at all the centres.
No one except those authorised

by the EC will be allgwed inside
the counting cenfres. KV
experts will be present ar all the
main counting centres. "I myselt
will monitor the situation tiil the
final results are announced,” Sen
sald.

In Howrah. repoling in the five
booths of Howrah passed off
peacefully today amid allega-
tions of threatening the voters at
two hooths of Howrah South,

Though thore were elaborate
security  darrangements  with
CRPF posted in ali the five booths
of Howrah South and Panchla
constituency that went into repoll
roday, but Arup Roy, Trinamool
candidate from Howrah South.
said, “The CPI(M) had rhreatened
some vorers with cire conse-
quence if they dared to vote
oday”.

Only 26 per cent votes were
polied in Howrah Scuth in con-
trast to Panchla where about 75
per cent votes were polled.

But Badal Bose, CPI(M) candi-
date  from Howrah South.
brushed aside these allegations
as “totally false”. He said “when
cver they feel that they won't
win, they make such allegations
and spread violence”, He said the
Trinamaool had vigeed the poll at
many places on Thursday with
the help of & section of rthe
police.
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< Histori

By Our Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MAY 13. The
United Demacratic Front's victo-
ry in the 12th Assembly elections
with a two-third majority is a rec-
ord of sorts. Never before in the
fast two decades of bipolar poli-
tics in Kerala has the electorate
delivered such a decisive verdict.
The vehemence with which it
ousted the incumbent Left [Yemo-
cratic Front Government, headed
by the veteran CPIIM) leader, Mr
E K Nayanar, has amazed even
the most ardent supporters of the
UDF.

The implications of the victory
is unlikely to be confined to Ker-
ala alone and as far as the Con-
gress is concerned. the victory

- would reinforce its national confi-

dence considering the fact that it
was only in Kerala that the party
was hopetful of keeping its ap-
pointment with victory from
among the five states which wit-
nessed Assembly elections,

Going by the election results, it
is clear that the two-thirds major-
ity would not have materialised
uniess the UDF had secured the
backing of all social and political
factors. There are clear indica-
tions that communities, which
were traditionally believed (o be
left-oriented, had shifted their
preferences this time,

What has occurred is a massive

. consolidation of anti- LDF votes,

irrespective of political affilia-

- tions. It is difficuit to accept the

LDF contention about UDFE-BJP
understanding, tacit or otherwise,
mainly because none of the can-
didares who contested the cur-
rent elections sought votes on the
basis of any political affiliation. It
would be a gross insult to the
electorate to compartmentalise
them inta segments of this or that
vote bhank. Besides, the CPI[M)
would alsn have to answer why

" the BJP leaders, My. C. K. Padma-

" nabhan and Mr. P. K. Krishnadas

emerged runner-up in Manjeswa-
ram and Kasargod.

If at all a consolidation of anti-
LDFE votes has taken place, it is
mainly because of the arrogant
styles of functioning adopted by
the CPI(M), which has not hes-
itated to manipulate the rule of
law for partisan ends. Some of the

LT partoers had\jﬁ' reserva-
tions about the CPI(M)'s style of
functioning. [ts rather strong con-
frontationist attitude towards a
horde of social {ssues, which
came cut in the form of the Na-
dapuram clashes, alienated the
LDF fram the Mushim community
with which it had struck a chord
in the aftermath of the BIP’s arriv-
al as & major player in national
politics. It went on a course of
confrontation with the Ezhava
community by taking partisan
positions in a row in a local col-
lege in Kollam. It's blatant misuse
of police for narrew ends had
been a matter of controversy. This
only served top neutralise what-
ever good the LDF did through
several innovative programmes
like the People’s Plan campaign.

In a bid to cover up the faijure
of its Government, the CPI(M)
had even entered into what it
called strategic alliances and tac-
tical and indirect understanding
with several parties like INL. Ap-
parently, the LDF's defeat, partic-
ularly the poor show by the
CPI(M), is also a vote against the
kind of politics that the party has
heen practicing in recent times.

Karunakaran’s last laugh

The Congress party's victory
in 62 seats, overcoming hurdles of
factionalism and backstabbing is
(uite credible. Mr. Karunakaran,
whnse rather belligerent positions
regarding three seats nearlv took
the Congress and the UDF over
the chiff, has had the last laugh be-
cause his candidates won the Va-
dakkekara, Aranmula, and
Peravur seats he had wrested.

Mr. Karunakaran’s group has
won as many as 28 seats, and this
gives him more elbow room in the
party to stake claim for his rightful
share in the spoils of office, both
in the CLP and the KPCC. The An-
tony group has also done fairly
well winning as many as 29 out of
the 37 it contested.

The third group and the Vayalar
Ravi group also could feel happy
at the ouicome as both fought
aniid tremendous odds. The for-
mer had to face the CPI{M} in its
bastion in a majority of the nine
seats it contested. .

For the moment, the chief min-

¢ victory for UDF

istership is not being debared
with both, Mr. Antony and Mr.
Karunakarap keen on savouring
their respective successes at the
end of a rare display of unity. The
L.DF partners, like the CPL the
RSP, the Kerala Congress (Jo-
sephy), took one of the worst drub-
hings in their electoral history.
This is in stark contrast to the
show of the UDF partners. Of this,
the [UML perhaps would have 1o
do some soul searching as it had
1o shed a couple of seats it was
sure of winning.

Mr. K. M. Mani is immensely
happy that his party was able to
increase its tally from five in 19496
to nine this time. Among the UDF
partners, the JS5 headed by Mrs K
R Gauri, did surprisingly well, by
winning four of the six seats she
had been given out of turn. The
two-seat victory of Kerala Con-
gress (B) has given a boost to Mr.
Balakrishna Pillai. The CMP,
which drew a blank in 1996, coutd
salvage itself with the B000G-mar-
gin of its leader, Mr. M. V. Ragha-
van in Thiruvananthapuram west
seat.

The UDF victory also poses a
question mark over the BJP's fu-
ture as a political force in Kerala.

70 p.c. voting in
Assam repoll

GUWAHATI, MAY 13. Nearly 70 per
cent voters today exercised their
franchise in 131 polling srations
in 13 constituencies of Assam’s
Barak valley where repoll was
held peacefully, election office
sources said bere,

Fresh elections were ordered by
the Flection Commission follow-
ing reports of rigging and ballot
snatching on May 10 Assembiy
elections.

Repolling was held amid tight
security with 10 CRPF personnei
manning each booth with the Ar-
my and police patrolling the arca
and the roads leading to the elec-
tion centres.

Ahogether 76.2 per cent volers
had exercised their fraachise in
the repoll to the 19 stituencies

a-valley vesterday.




/ </A ‘mixed bag for Left in Assembly polls

\ By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, MAY 13. There was a
sense of bath elation and concern
in the Left parties over the mixed
bag of Assembly election results
in the States it had major stakes —
West Bengal and Kerala.

While the outcome in West
Bengal where the ruling Left Front
was re-elected for a record tme
couid be a matter of clation, the
rejoice of holding on to its bastion
in the face of a strong attack was
negated an account of the magni-
tude of the defeat in Kerala.

Although the loss of the ruling
Left Democratic Front (LDF) went
according to pattern in the State,
it was the scale of United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) victory that
went beyond caleulations. The
main cause of concern was the
large dip in LDF vote shate, which
preliminary estimates put be-

~ tween three to four per cent as

against normal two per cent dif-
ference.

The Left leaders saw the West
Bengal victory as people’s rejec-
tion of the Trinamool-Congress
sole “anti- Communists” plank as
against the performance of the
Left Front Government that has
been at the helm of affairs in the
State since 1977.

The ruling combine in West
Bengal had been taken aback by
alliance between Ms. Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s Trinamool Congress and
the Congress which, it felt, was
more formidable challenge to
beat than the projected Trina-
mooi-B]P lincup.

“Victory of the Left Front
shows the fiasco of the tvpe of
politics based on anti-Marxists,
the Trinamool-Congress  were
pursuing. The people of West
Bengal have rejected ir and as for
the so-called anti-incumbency,
the Left parties had the credibility
to counter any negative phenom-
enon since it was confident of its
basic policies,” the CPI{M)} potit-
buro member, Mr. Prakash Karat
told The Hindu, at the party head-
quarfers,

As for the debacle in Kerala,
Mr. Karat expressed surprise over
the difference in vote share be-
tween the LDF-UDF which usu-
ally stood below two per cent, He
said that while the party would
make a detailed study in due
course two factors, political and
economic, were clear.

The CPI(M) saw BJP-RSS sup-
port to the UDF as the political
factor that tilted the balance
against the LDF which it felt was
also at the receiving end for the

falling prices of agricultural com-
modities mainly on account of
opening up the market due to
WTO. The Left campaign that it
was the BJP Government's eco-
nomic policies at the Centre and
the Congress which signed the
WTO which resulted in the farm-
ers suffering obvicusly did not
impress the affected electorate.

The CP1 national secrerary, Mr.
Atul Kumar Anjan, echoed similar
views to explain the loss in Kerala
while maintaining that the party
would eritically exarnine the pro-
grammes and policies and defi-
ciencies in implementation at the
national executive meeting later
this month.

‘No obstacle for Jayalalitha’

UNI reports:

The CPI(M) general secretary,
Mr. H.S. Surjeet, today visualised
no hurdle in Ms. Jayalalitha be-
coming Chief Minister as the
AIADMK-led secular front had
swept the Assembly elections
there,

On the Assembly resulrs, Mr.
Surjeet said the polls had spelt a
doom for the ruling NDA at the
Centre and urged the non-BIP
partners of the alliance to review
their links with the BJP as the
writing on the wall clearly showed

" I
Jaie
1w JUN

that the NDA had "forfeimd'%
right to govern.

Hailing the feft Front victory in
West Bengal, he said the voters
had outrightiy rejected the “anti-
Left Front” moeated by the Trina-
mool Congress leader, Ms. Ma-
mata Banerjee. vindicating “our
earlier stand’ that the electorate
could never trust her.

Omn the Left Democratic Front’s
debacle in Kerala, Mr. Surjeet said
they would soon hold an intro-
spective session to find cut rea-
sons for the rout. He admitted
that “some mistakes’” might have
bheen committed by the front, buc
hastened to add that major rea-
son could be the anger of the
farmers on the State Covern-
ment's pelicy regarding coconut
and blackpeper's prices.

‘NDA lost mandate’

The NDA Government at the
Centre has lost the '“political”
mandate to remain in the power
after its defeat in the Assembly
elections to five States, the CPI
general secreiary, A.B. Bardhan,
said today.

The Government had lost the
moral right to rule the country at-
1er the Tehelka expese, Mr, Bard-
han said.




/Knn ti-incumbency wave sweeps LDF away

By C. (.oundasan Nan'

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MAY 13. The
decimation of the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF) in Kerala
has much to do with a strong anti-
incumbency wave which turned
violent on account of a strong un-
dercurrent of casteist and com-
munal sentiments.

The CPI{M} and its allies had all
along considered this a difficult
election, in itself a surprising con-
clusion after all that they claimed
to have done during the last five
years, but the humiliating defeat
they have suffered has left them
in a state of shock. The magnitude
af the defeat and its implications

. for the constituent partics would

" factors such as

become clear only in the days to
come.

The parties which have been hit
hardest by the LDE's poll debacle
are the CPL(M), whase seats have
been reduced from 40 to 24, and
the CPI, which now has just seven
seats against 18 in the outgoing
Assembly. Several prominent
leaders of the two parties, includ-
ing the CPIIM) central commitiee
member, Mr. P, K. Gurudasan, the
Speaker, Mr. M. Vijayakumar, the
Revenue Minister, Mr. K. E. Ismail
and the Agriculture Minister, Mr.
Krishnan Kaniyamparambil, have
been defeated. And there is little
to rejoice in the CPLHM) politburo
member, Mr. V. S, Achuthanan-
dan’s win from Malampuzha be-
cause his victory margin is a low
4,703 votes, a sharp fall from the
18,000-0dd victory margin of the
LDF in the constituency in 1996,

The CPI{M) general secretary
has attributed the LDF's defeat to
“connivance be-
tween the UDE-B[P" and the
sharp fall in the prices of cash
crops. The CPHM) politburo

- member, Mr. V. S, Achuthanan-

dan, has attributed it to the
“machinations of the liquor iob-
by"” and the UDF-BJP nexus.
The LDF has the consolation
that though it has lost the election
s0 miserably, its vote share of the
L.DF has dipped only by a shade,

from 45.88 per cent l’U 43.70 per
cent. The UDE has apparently
gained from the 2 per cent swing
away from the LDI coupled with
another 3 per cent swelling its
share, allegedly from the B]P kirty.
As a result of this twin process,
the UDF's share of votes has gone
up from 44.84 per cent to 49.05
per cent. The BJIs share, it
should be noted, has fallen from
8.1 per cent in the 1999 Lok Sabha
elections to 5.04 per cent.

1LDF gesture to UDF

The results show that even in
defeat the LDF had to sacrifice
much to prevent the BJP from
opening its account in the State
Assembly. Tn Manjeswaram and
Kasaragod constituencies, where
the BJP seemed to be in with the
chance to score wins, the LDF
transferred votes to the UDF to
prevent such an eventuality. This
has been happening in successive
elections, but the UDF has never
cared to acknowledge the LDF
gesture. No different has been the
case this time,

[he \aemb]} elections had
seen a cdnfluence of communal
interests reminiscent of the Liber-
ationn Struggle days. Almost all
communal outfits in the State,
save the Nair Service Society

(NSS}, hacd come out in support of

the UDF during the run- up to the
election. Although the calls issued
bv these organisations them-
selves may not have ignited the
groundswell against the LDF, they
did contribute in no small mea-
sure to the wave against the ruling
alliance.

The Left parties would now
have to think how to break the
jinx that the BJP can cause every
time it goes to the people. The an-
swer may lie in re-evaluating the
strengths and weaknesses of the
LDF in its present torm. The LDF
had made a tentative bid in this
direction, although with consid-
crable confusion, by roping in the
[ndian National lcague (INL) as
an unofficial ally.

The CPI(M) had a tough time
explaining the nature of the LDF-
INL relationship. Initially, the at-

tempt was to forswear any tie-up,
but eventually it was conceded
that the there was an electoral un-
derstanding between the LDL and
the INL. 1Towever, as the poll out-
came shows, it was too littte and
toc late and the tie-up could not
produce the desired result.

The pall outcome also hold
some disturbing trends in the vot-
ing pattern. The middle class
seems none-too-impressed by the
LDF, despite its efforts to make
the State self-sufficient in power
generation and a trail blazer in
decentralisation of power to the
grassroots. The reasons may lie in
the gencral perception, cultivated
by the media as well, that the CP]
(M) is hand-in-glove with the ii-
quor mafia, that there was large-
scale corruption in the sanction-
ing of Plus Two courses and that
the CPI(M} had a rele in the vio-
fence in Nadapuram. The LDF
could not also catch the public
imagination with either its mani-
festo or the kind of leadership
that it offered the people.

NEW DELHI, MAY 13. The senior
Congress leader and a strong
contender for Kerala chief min-
istership, Mr. A. K. Antony, to-
day said the ‘misrule’ by the Lefi
Democratic Front (LIJF) was re-
sponsible for the United Demo-
cratic  Front’s  spectacular
electoral success.

Mr. Antony, perceived as the
chicf minjsterial candidate of
the UE, which is set to form
the Government in Kerala, told
a private TV channel that the
party had not decided about the
leadership issue. Replying to a
question  about  allegations
against the senior Congress
leader, Mr. K. Karunakaran, that
had he tried to sabotage the
UDF chances in the clections,

Party yet to decide on CM: Antony

Mr. Anzony said he did not sub-
scribe to such a view.

Meanwhile, another senior
Congress leader, Mr. Vyalar Ra-
vi, today said Mr. A, K. Antony
was the “obvious choice” for
chief ministership. “I am not
expecting any problem. Mr. A
K. Antony is the obvious choice .
Mr. Karunakaran is sensible
enough to understand the sen-
timents of people of Kerala,' he
told Star News.

Asked about the reported
staternent by Mr. Karunakaran
that he had the support of 27
MLAs, Mr. Ravi said that it did
not amount to staking claim ftor
the chief ministership.

‘Sonia will decide’
In Thiruvananthapuram, the

senior Congress leader, Mr. K.
Karunakaran, said the AICC
president, Sonia Gandhi, wouid
decide the Chief Minister of
Kerala, in consultation with the
MLAs and other senjor party
leaders.

The high command would
decide thc date and venue of
the first meeting of the Con-
gress Legislature Party, he told
reporters here.

Stating that the poll verdict
was “the reflection of anger of
the penple of Kerala” against
the “misrule” of the Marxist-led
LDF, he said “all peace-loving
people of Kerala are extremely
happy about the result”. --
UNI, PT1
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Landslide for AIADMK: Cc

leading in Assam; Left Fr

WINNERS! In Tamil Nadu, Ms. Jayalalitha, in Kerala, Mr. A.K. Antony and the
West Bengal Chlef Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.

‘| was voted to become CM e

By Our Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAI, MAY. 13. The AIADMK-led
secular front, headed by Ms. Java-
Ialitha, today secured a landstide
victory in the Tamil Nadu Assemb-
ly election with 196 of the 234 seais.
The AIADMEK, which contested 140
seats in alliance with the Tamil
Maanila Congress, the Congress,
the Paataali Makkal Katchi and the
Teft parties, obtained a majority of
its own by winning in 132 constitu-
encies.

Ms. Jayalalitha, who is expected
to be elected leader of the party
legislature group tomorrow, will
meet the Governor, Ms, Fathima
Becvi, and stake claim to form the
next government.

Despite her disqualification from
the electoral contest, Ms, Jayala-
litha indicated thar she was not in-
clined to step aside from the race
for chief ministership. “People vot-
ed to make me chief minister. If I
don’t hecome the chief minister, it
would amount to disrespect for the
people's mandate,” she said.

While an AIADMX-led front win
had been on the cards, the near-
sweep came as 4 surprise. In many
places, the AIADMK romped home
by huge margins. Most of the DMK
victories, contrastingly, were on
the basis of slender leads.

The DMK appeared to have paid
the price for its alliance with the
BJP. The TMC-Congress combine
and the Left parties were driven in-
to the arms of the AIADMK by the

DMK-BIP tie-up. Eventually, the
sheer strength of the secular front
proved too much for the DMK-led
NDA, For the Congress, whose vo-
tebank was under threat {rem the
BIP, the results came as a big beost.

;. Tamil Nadu party position

Total seats 234
Results declared 233
AIADMK front: 196
AJIADMK 132
T™C 23
MK 20
Congress 7
CPI(M) 6
CPI 5
AIFR (Biswas) 1
INL 1
AIADMK-backed independent 1
DMK front: 36
DMK 27
BIP 4
MGR ADMK 2
TMC (Democratic Forum}) 2
DP1 1
Independent 1

. (Results for Cuddalore withheld
i due to re-polling in one booth)

The DMK ]')Tt'bl(JETll' dﬂd Chief
Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, at-
tributed the defeat to the “sympa-
thy” created by the ‘false
propaganda” af the ATATIMK thart
the DMK was responsible for the
rejection of Ms. Jayalalitha's nomi-
nation papers. As the rout of his
party became clear in the after-
noon, Mr. Karunanidhi sent in his
resignation to the Governor.

Significantdly, Ms. Jayalalitha,
while accepting the electoral ver-

@W’

dict “in all humility”, ruled out any .

“confrontationist  attitude”  (0-
wards the Centre. Talking ta re-
porters at her residence after the
results poured in, Ms. Jayalalitha
said: “Nothing can be achieved by
pursuing a policy of confrontation.
I will try to extract the maximum
from the Centre for the develop-
ment of Tamil Nadu.”

The AIADMK leader arttributed
the party’s victory to the “non-per-
formance” of the DMK Govern-
ment. There was also a perception
that the DMK was behind the rejec-
tion of her nominations. Besides.
there was “massive corruption’”
during the DMK rule, she said.

Although there is controversy
over whether Ms. Jayalalitha, as a
person disqualified from the elec-
toral contest, could be sworn in,
the ATADMK found support on this
issue from its allies, pasticularly the
TMC president, Mr. G.K. Moopa-
nar. “She sought a mandate stating
that she is the chief ministerial
candidate of the ATADMK-led
front. And the people have aver-
whelmingly voted in favour of her
becoming chief minister,” the
TMC leader pointed oult.

The Governor should act withaut
bowing io any “political pressiire”
on the issue of swearing in Ms.
Jayalalitha. The question of an al-
ternative chief ministerial candi-
date in the event of the Governor
refusing to swear in Ms, Javalalitha
was for the AIADMK to decide.

Cong-TMC tops in Pondy

By S. Nadarajan
PONDICHERRY, MAY 13. The Congress-TMC combine emerged as the largest
group in the Pondicherry Assembly elections, but fell short of an absolute

majority. The front won 13 of the 30 seats up for grabs in the Union

Territory, largely because of the three-way split in the vote.

The DMK-BJP-PMC front emerged second, tuking 12 seats, while the
ATADMEK by itself bagged three. Independents captured two seats, while
the PMK drew a blank. Despite breaking away from the AIADMK, with
which the Congress struck an alliance in neighbouring Tamil Nadu, the
party secured 1 seats — five in Pondicherry, four in Karaikal and two in

Mahe. The

Tamil Maanila Congress bagged two of the seven constitu-

encies it contested, but the CPI failed to win a single sear though it was
assigned two in the front. The DME won seven seats — five in Pondicherry
and two in Karaikal — while its new ally, the Puducherry Makkal Congress
ot fornmer Minister, Mr, P, Kannan, emerged victorious in four seats. The
BIP won a seat taking the front's total to 12.In Chennai, the TMC presi-
dent, Mr, G. K. Mogpanar, told reporters the Congress and the TMC woutd |
discuss with the AIADMEK, on forming a government.

By Barun Das Gupta

GUWAHATI, MAY 13, [t is the Congress
alt the way in Assam. 1ill 8.30 p.m.,
the party had won 25 seats and was
leading in 42 others, heading for 4
decisive majority, while the AGP-
BJP-ABSU-ASDC{IR alliance had
won 9 seats and was leading in 32.

There was jubilation at Rajiv
Bhavan, Staie Congress headquar-
ters, with party waorkers dancing
and bursting crackers.

The APCC president and Con-
gress choice for chief ministership,
Mr. Tarun Gogoi, however, did not
think the party was a beneficiary of

LOSERS... The A
\ S Trinamool Congre:

LDF sw

By Girish Menon

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, MAY 13. The
Cangress-led United Democratic
Front has swept the Assembly elec-
tions in Kerala, securing a record
two-thirds majority. The victory
was as emphatic as it was consis-
tent across the State, with the UDF
winning 94 of the 140 seats to
which elections were held. The tal-
ly would have been a hundred, but

for a UDF rebel

winning a seat in
Thiruvananthap- Kerala party
uram district. I;”_al ;e;“:

nite emocra

The Left Demo- | ~o0ess

cratic Front had | Muslim League
to be content }(S%rala Congress(
with. 40 seats, a RSP(E)

result which saw

h i Kerala Cong.(Jac
some of the coali-

Kerala Congressi

tion partners be- | CMP
ing virtuatty | Lefl Democratic
decimated. The | CPLM}
Congress secured | GPI

: ; ID(S)
the most credita- | ggp
ble victory, com- | NCP
ing up trumps in | Kerala Congress(
62 of the 88 seats | mdependent

it cantested. Congress rebel

The CPL{M}

was dealtl a huge blow with only 23
of the 77 candidates. including In-
dependents, victorious. The party
retained some seats in Kannur and
Kasargad, with comparatively re-
duced margins, but in areas such
as Palakkad, Kozhikode, Kollam,

'AGP-BJP combine gets

the negative vote against the AGP,
He pointed to the result in Guwa-
hati. where the Congress bagged all
the four seats.

“If the highly educated and po-
litically conscious voter of Guwa-
hati has voted for the Congress so
decisively, it is a positive vote, nota
negative one,” he said. e

The Congress would form the;
governmeni on its own, The newly
elected MLAs would meet here on
May 15 or 16, to elect him formally
as leader of the ACLP. The date will:
be decided in consultation witi .
Mr, Kamal Nath, AICC general sec,
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ssam Chief Minister, Mr. P.K. Mahanta, the Kerala Chief Minister, Mr. E.K. Nayanar, the
;s leader, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, and the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi.

- Bengal bucks the trend

Allapuzha and Thiruvananthapu- |

ept out

ramm, where the Marxists have deep
roats, it took a severe beating.

The only conselation for the CP1L
(M) was the victory of its politburo
member and LDF ¢onvener, Mr. V,
5. Achuthanandan, and its nomi-
nee in the Nayanar Cabinet, Mr. K.
Radhakrishnan, in Malampuzha
and Chelakara. So severe was the
drubhing that several LDF Minis-

ters and other
™. i functionaries lost
position 140 the elections.
tie Front 99 The BJP failed
g3 | to secure a break-
16 | through vet an- |
M} 9 | other time, and .
; had to be satisfied
3b) 7 with its State
B) 2 | chief, Mr. C. K.
1 | Padmanabhan,
Front 40 | placing second to
23 | the TUML's Mr.
g Cherkuiam  Ab-
2 | dullah, in Manjes-
2 Wwardm.
& o
1 € Kerala
1 | Congress(B) lead-

er, Mr. R, Balak-

By Malabika Bhattacharya
KOLKATA, MAY. 13. After 24 vears in

" office, one of the world’s longest-

serving communist governments
in West Bengal, the CPI(M)- led
Left Front, bested its electoral per-
formance securing iis sixth five-
year term.. Bucking the anti-incum-
bency trend which caused the
demise of Governments in four

ernment}, did not seem to have
worked to the desired extent as the
more substantial demonstration of
change effected by the ruling com-
bine, namely the installation of a
mohile, younger Mr, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee as Chief Minister,
caughr the popular fancy.

Among the kev winners, the
Chief Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb

ather States, the — Bhattacharjee, re-
ruling Front . West Bengal party position | tained Jadavpur

~clinched 200 {at | Tgial seats 294 | defeating Trina-
the time of re- | Seats Declared 294 | mool's aciress-
porting) of the | Left Front 199 | candidate, Ms.
294 Assembly | CPIM) 143 | Madhabi  Muk-

! seats, defeating | CP1 7 | herjee, by a mar-
Ms. Mamata Ba- ggp g gin of over 30,000
nerjee’s  Trina- | wgsp 4 | ballots. The high-
mocl Congress- | DSP 2 | light was the
Congress  alli- | FB (M) | Lefrs perform-
ance. Ms. Baner- | Bangla Bachac Front 86 | ance in Kolkarta,
jee's  alliance, | Trinamool Congress B0 | where it bettered
which went into C‘:)ngwss 26 1 is record, taking
the election rid- NN“‘ 51 its tally to 12 from

‘ ingd a 1ar%ely g’UéF g nine (out of 24).

. media-create . ;

| wave, could Ljndependenta 1 The Trina-

rishna Pillai, won -
his verdict at “the people’s court”

in Kottarakara constituency after
surviving legal wrangles over his
candidature. Iis victory was rein-
forced by the success of his actor
son, Mr, Ganesh Kumar, in nearby
Pathanapuram.

1 drubbing

retary in- charge of Assam, who is
conling here tomorrow,

Mr, Nath had recenily said that if
the Congress came to power, it
would first seek the removal of the
GGovernar, Mr. §. K. Sinha, “who is
acting more as a BJl man than as a
governor”',

muster only 87 seats.

“I accept the verdict of the peo-
ple.” Ms. Banerjee said. The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party which fielded a
large number of candidates hoping
to cut into the Congress-Trinamool

combine’s vote-share, lost the only

seat it had in Ashoknagar in the
North  24-Parganas. Its  overall
share of ballots, too, shrunk from

the 1996 position. Besides the
CPI(M), which won 144, among the
Front partners, the Forward Bloc

: secured 25 seats, followed by the

RSP 17, the West Bengal Socialist
Party four, the CPI seven, DSP two
and the Forward Bloc (Marxist)
one. The Front apart, the GNLF se-
cured three seats, the SUCI two
and Independents two.

Ms. Banerjee’s slogan, ‘Badle
din, palte din’ (replace this Gov-

mool-led alliance
had not been able to make a good
enough dent in rural Bengal, a Lett-
ist bailiwick. Interestingly, Midna-
pore, considered a theatre of
violence, overwhelmingly support-
ed the Leftists as was evident in the —
way they retained 27 of the 37 scats
there.

The Congress-Trinamool alli-
ance suffered in Malda as well,
where the Left Front gained wrest-
ed three seats from the Congress
which had eight out of 11.

Mamata ‘quits’
PTI reports:

Stung by the stunning setback,
Ms. Mamata Banerjee quit as Tri-
namool chief owning moral re-
sponsibility but the party said its
alliance with the Congress would
continue despite louder criticj
from within.
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CHENNAI, MAY 13. The following
are the detailed results of the
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tians. Only the top three can-
didates in each constituency
have been lsted:

MADURAI EAST

Nanmaran N. (CPI(M)} deciared elect-
ed by a margin of 5,210 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,36.526

Votes polled: 76,436

Nanmaran N. {CPI(M}}: 32,625
Velusamy V. (DMK): 27,415
Vasu N. L, {ind.): 12,835

In 1998, V. Yeluchamy {DMK} won by a
margin of 19,297 votes.

MADURAI CENTRAL

Hakkim K. {TMC) declared elected by
a margin of 147 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,41,807

Votes polied: 73,912

Hakkim K. (TMC): 34393
Paul Raj S. (DMK): 34,246
Asai Thambi 5. {MDMK): 2,448

In 1996, A. Deivanayagam (TMC-M)
won by a margin of 17,841 votes.

THIRUPARANKUNDRAM
Seenivel S.M. (AIADMK) declarsd
elected by a margin of 9,127 votes,
Total Electorate: 3,03,674

Votes polled: 1,69,963

Seenivel S.M. (AIADMK): 83,167
Ramachandran C. {DMK): 74,040
Chinna Chellam M.D.

{MDMK;: 4,850

In 1996, C. Hamachandran (DMK) won
by a margin of 61,409 voles.

Total slactorate:
1,29.154
Votes Polled: 51,563

Anbazhagan K.
(DMEK) 24,225

%—‘ Fandian D.

: (CPI) 23,889

i % Pandian £.B.

Anhazhagan K. {MDMK) 2,235

in 1996, K. Anbazhagan (DMK)
won by a margin of 30,256 votes.

SHOLAVANDAN

Rajangam V.R. [AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 19,341 voles.

Total Electorate; 1,55,871
Votes polled: 1,05,445

Rajangam V.R.

{AIADMK}: 54,392
Moorthy P. (DMK} 34,551
Duraisamy K. {Janata

Dal): 5,110

In 1986, L. Santhanam {DMK) won by a
margin of 18,808 votes.
NILAKOTTAI

Anbazhagan J. (AIADMK) declared
glected by a margin of 31,494 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,75,612

Votes pelled: 1,06,325

Anbazhagan J.

(AIADMK): 60,972
Ayyar K. (Pudhia

Tamizhagamy): 26,478
Perivasamy K. (MDMK): 2,589

In 1996, A. & Ponnammal ({TMC-M)
won by a margin of 32,003 votes.

SEDAPATTI

Durairaj C. (AIADMK]} declared elected
by 2 margin of 18.435 votes.

Total Electdrate: 1,48.582

Votas polled: 95,564

Durairaj C. (AIADMK): 45,393
P. ¥. Bhaklavatsalam

(PT): 26,958
Selvaraghavan N.

(MDMK). 9,454

In 1996, G. Thalapathi (DMK) won by a
margin cf 10,201 votes.
PERUNDURAI

Palanisamy K.S. (AIADMK) ceclared
glected by a margin of 31,712 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,91,912

Votes polied: 1,24.647

Palanisamy K.S.

(AIADMK): 72,133
Govindaswamy N.

{KNME): 40,421
Kandasamy V.M. (MOMK): 6528

I 1996, N, Periyasamy {CPIl) won by a
margin of 23,551 votes.
COIMBATORE (EAST)
Lakshmanan V.K. (TMC(M}) declared
elected by & margin of 3,211 votes.
Total Eiectorate: 1,59,083

Votes polled: 82,711

Lakshmanan V.K. (TMC

(M)): 41,418
Nanjappan N.R. (BJP} 38,208
Balan K.B. D(S}): 1,783

In 1996, V. K. Lakshmanan [TMC M}
won by a margin of 47 686 vates.
ATTUR

Natarajan T.K.T. {AIADMK} declared
elected by a margin of 3,606 votes.
Teotal Electorate: 2,12,758

Votes polled: 1,30,384

Natarajan TK.T.

(AIADMK): 64,053
Periyasamy |. (DMK): 60,447
Javaraj C. (MDMK): 2,570

in 19986, |. Periyasamy (DMK) won by a
margin of 50,292 votes.
AVINASHI

Mahalingam 5. (AIADMK} declared
elected by a margin of 21,012 votes.
Total Eiectorate: 187,295

Votes pofled: 123,580

Mahalingam S.

(AIADMK): 59,571
Mohan Kumar M. {Ind.): 38,559
Radhamani (Tmt.) A

{DMK): 17,126

In 1996, G. Elango {DMK) wen by a
margin of 26.457 vates.
SHOLINGUR

Vilvanathan R. (AADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 9,795 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,75,100

Votes pofled: 1,24,842

Vilvanathan R.

(AIADMK): 62,576
Ponnurangam A M. (PNK): 52781
Haw N, (MDMK}: 3,033

n 1996, A. M. Muniratnam {TMG) won
by a margin of 33,930 votes.
UDUMALPET

Shanmugavelu €. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 39,908 votes,
Tota! Electorate: 2,11,445

Votes polled: {,38771

Shanmugavelv C.

(AJADMK): 78,938
Selvara) D. (DMK): 39,030
Mariappan 8.T. (MDMK): 18,884

In 1988, D. Selvaraj (DMK} wen by a
margin of 24,320 votes.

RANIPET

Chandrasekaran M.S. u’-\munﬂr\ ce-

clared efacted by 5 margn ¢ 24,363

voles.
\4.,\ [E

Chandrasekaran M.S. ’\J

3(\9

{AIADMK}: 83,250
Gandhi R. (CMK): 58,287
Damodaran J, (MOMK): 1,939

In 1496, R. Gandhi (DMK]) won by a
margin of 34,127 votes.

DHARAPURAM

Sivakami (Tmt.) V. {PMK) declared
elected by a margin of 22,152 voles.

Total Electorate: 1,853,498
Votes pelled: 1,12,569

Sivakami (Tmt.) V.
{(PMK}):

56,835
Saraswathy (Tmt) R
(DMK} 34,683
Santhakumari (D) T.
(MDMEK): 15,845

In 1996, R. Saraswathy (DMK} won by
a margin of 23,038 votes.

GUDALUR

Miller A. {AIADMK) declared elected
by a margin of 32,683 votes.

Total Electorate: 2,289,078

Votes polled: 1,37,290

Miller A. {AIADMK): 78,808
Pandiara] M. {DMK): 46118
Nanjan |.N. (MDMK}: £,001

In 1996, B. M. Mubarak (DMK} won by
a margin of 45,905 votes.
SATHYAMANGALAM

Kandasamy K.R. (AIADMK) ceclared
elected by a margin of 33,434 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,74,264
Votes polled: 1,03,940

Kandasamy K.R.

(AIADMK): 54,252
Rajendran S.K. {DMK): 20818
Subramaniam TK.

{MDMK): 16,486

In 1996, 5. K. Rajendran {DMK) won by
a margin of 8,784 voles.

COONOOR (SC)

Kandasamy K. {TMC) declared slect-
ed by a margin of 16.644 votes.
Total Electorate: 179,568

Voles pofled: 95,180

Kandasamy K. {TMC): 53,156
Mahaliappan E.M. (DMK 36,512
Vijayakumar R. (MDMK): 3,230

In 193¢, N. Thangavel (DMK} won by a
margin of 35,515 votes.

ANDHIYUR (ST)

Krishnan R. (PMK) declared elected
by a margin of 18,062 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,73,432

Votes poiied: 98.253

Krishnan R. (PMK): 53436
Selvarasu P, (DMK} 35,374
Thangavel M.D. {MDMK): 3,808

In 1996, P. Selvarasu (DMKj won by a
margin of 24,934 votes.
DR. RADHAKRISHNAN NAGAR

Sekar Babu PK. {AIADMK) declared
glected by & margin of 27,332 votes.

Total Electorate: 2,72,772
Votes polled: 1,28,175

Sekar Babhu PK.

(AIADMK): 74,888
Sarkuna Pandian (Tmt.)

S P OMKY: 7,556
Manogaran N. {MDMK): 3,621

In 1996, Mrs. S. P. Sargunam (DMK}
wen by a margin of 43,081 votes.

ERNAMBUT
BRI
Total electoreue

Votes F’o!led 1 10 694

. Kanakathara
{AIADMK) 65,366
S. Thendralnayagam
© & (BJP) 38,511
L. Gangatharan
C Kanakaihara (BSP} 1.560

in 1896, V. Govindan (DMK} won
by a margin of 31,174 vates.

NELLIKUPPAM
Sampath M.C. {AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 7,382 voles.

Total Electorate: 1,6¢,479
Votes polled: 1,106,652

Sampath M.C. (AIADMK): 56,349
Shanmugham V.C. (DMK} 48,367
Soundhararajan A.S.

{MDMK): 2713

In 1996, A. Mani (DMK} won by a mar-
gin of 25383 votes.
BHAVANISAGAR

Chidambaram P. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 10,275 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,80,170

Votes poiled: 1,13,107

Chidambaram P.

(AIADMK): 53,879
Subramaniam Q. {DMK): 43,604
Balasutramanian S.

{MDMEK}: 3.086

In 1996, V. A. Andamuthu (DMK) won
by a margin of 23.451 voles.
YERCAUD {ST)

Elayakannu K.T. {AIGDMK} declared
elected by a margin of 33,985 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,863,608

Votes pofied: 99,871

Elayakannu K.T.

(AIADMK): 64,319
Govindan K. (BJP): 30,334
Dhanalakshmi (Tmt.) C.

(JD(U: 847

In 1986, V. Perumal {DMK) wan by a
margin of 9,390 votes.

PERAMBUR (SC}

Mahendran K. (CPIM)) declared
elected by a margin of 17,225 votes.
Total Electorate: 2,76,844

Votes pofled: 1,32,799

Mahendran K. (CPI[M}}: 69,613
Chengar Sivam {DMK): 52,388
Natarajan R. (MDMK}): 4,055

In 1996, Chengai Sivam (DMK} won by
a margin of 58,351 votes.
TIRUPATTUR

Raja T.K. (PMK} declared elected by a
margin of 5,761 votes.

Total Eleciorate: 2,08,277

Votes polled: 1,29.677

Raja T.K. (PMK): 59,840
Arasu S. (DMK): 54,079
Arnamalai K. (MDMK): 8,474

in 1596. G. Shanmugam {DMK) won by
a margin of 31,658 votes.
VELLORE

Gnanasekaran ([TMC{M)) declared
elected by 2 margin of 11,124 votes.

Total Electerate: 2.12,486
Voles polled: 1,15,708

Granasekaran (TMC(M)): 60,697
Ramalingam AM. [DMK;: 43,573
Rajasekaran S. (MDMK): 2,058

In 1998, C. Gunasekarar {Th:C) wan
by a margin of 60,888 votes.

PALLIPET

Narasimhan PM. (AIADMK) declared
efected by a margin of 28,240 vetes,

Tota! Etectorate: 163,742
Votes polled: 1,28.037

Narastmhan PM,

{AMADMK): 62.289
Chakravarthy . {BJPJ 34,049
Vinayagam PA. (Ind.}: 26,081

'n 199¢, Or, E 5.8, Haman {TRC) won
by @ margin of 58,492 votag,

THEAGARAYA NAGAR A‘é
Anbazhagan J. [DMK} declared &l
ed by a margin of 2,457 voles.
Tofal Electorate: 2,77,999

Voles polled: 119,214

Anbazhagan J. (DMK): 57,873
Sulochana Sampath

{Tmt.) EVK. (AIADMK]: 55,376
Thiagarajan K. (MDMK): 3,697

In 1998, Dr. A, Chellakumar {TMC) won
by a margin of 48,998 votes.

TEEY
SANKAR
Total electorate

2,09.155
Votes Polled: 1,24, 640

P. Dhanapal
(AIADMK) 70,312
T. R. Saravanan
(DMK} 47,380

S. Murugesan
(MDMK) 4,704

Tn 1996, V. Mulhu (DMK) won by a
margin of 21,544 votes.

EGMORE (SC)
Parithi Ellamvazhuthi (OMK) declared
electsd by a margin of 86 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,55.318
Votes polled: 69,590

Parithi Ellamvazhuthi

N
P. Dhanapal

(DMK} 33,189
John Pandian B.

(ATADMEK): 33,103
Manimaran P. {(MDOMK): 1.88%

In 18986, llarrvazhudhi (DMK) won by a
margin of 37,185 votes.
TRIPLICANE

Hussain S.A.M. (DMK} declared slect-
ed by a margin of 3,676 votes.

Total Electorate: 1.62,831

Votes polled: 70,179

Hussain S.AM. (DMK}: 34,943
Rajkumar S. {INC}: 3,267
Vijaya Thayanban (Tmt.}

(MDMK): 2,034

in 1996, Naniit Manoharan {DMK} won
by & margin of 35,011 voles.

PURASAWALKAM

Ranganathan B. (DMK} declared
electec by a margin of 3.601 votes.
Total Electorate: 3,07,386

Votes polled: 1,42,053

Ranganathan B. (DMK} 69,679
Vetrivel P. (TMC{M)): 85,878
Gurunathan 3. {MDMEK): 4,902

in 1836, B. Ranganathan (TMC) wen
by a margin of 72,614 votes.

NAMAKKAL (SC)

Jankumar K. {INC) declared elected
by a margin ¢! 28,392 votes.
Total Electorate: 2,15,295
Votes polled: 1,15,623
Jankurnar K. {INC):

Akilan 8. {PT}: 38,223
Sakravarthy V. {MDMK): 4,014
In 1296, K, Veisarny (OMK) wen by a
margin ¢f 38,065 votes.

COIMBATORE (WEST}
Maheswari (Tmt.} S, (INC) declared
elected by a margin of 10,091 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,40,963

Votes polled: 78,487

Mzheswari (Tmt.) S.
{INC):

67,215

40,372

Dhardapani C.T. (DMK): 30,281
Thamburaja C.T.S.

{MDMK): 4,528
Sivaji Ramachandrar: A.S.

(DFB): 538
Balasubramaniam T.S. (JD

{81 78
Others: 2,590

In 1996, C. T, Dhandapani (DMK) won
by a margin of 38,299 votes.

METTUR

Sundambal (Tmt.) §. (AIADMK} de-
clared elected by a margin of 8,135
voles.

Total Electorate: 2.10,151

Votes polled: 117,183

Sundambal (Tmt.) 5.

{AIADMK): 49,504
Gopal P. (DMK} 41,369
Arumugam A. (MOMK): 1,610
Others: 24,700

In 1996, P. Gopal (DMK} won by a
margin of 20,006 votes.
PALANI (SC)

Chinnasamy M. (AIADMK) declared
alected by a margin of 20.487 vates.

Totai Electerate: 1,687,939
Votes polled: 1,14,388

Chinnasamy M.

{AIADMK): 63,611
Poovendan T. [DMK): 43,124
Marimuthu PM. (MDMK): 3,985

In 1996, T. Poovendan (DMK} won by a
margin of 36,650 votes.

Total electorate:
1,40,144
Voles Polled: 54,268

Vinayaka Murthi 3.G.
TMC{M) 35,031

Rajhendhar T.

- - [DMK) 28,654
Vinayaka Nanmaran G

Murthi 8.G.  (MDWMK) 1,590

In 1996, T. Rajendar (DMK) won by
a margin of 29,479 voles.

ANDIPATTI

Thanga Tamil Seivan T. {AIADMK) de-
clared elected by a margin of 25,009
votes,

Total Electorate: 1,81.451

Votes polled: 1,13,150

Thanga Tamil Selvan T.

{AIADMK): 60,817
Asaiyan P. {DMK): 35,608
Varadarajan T.R.N.

(MDMEK): 13,783

In 1996, P. Asaiyan (DMK; won by a
margin of 13,701 wotes.
MADURAI WEST

Valarmathi Jebaraj (Tmt) (AIADMK)
declared elected by a margin of 708
voles.

Total Electorate: 2,05.790

Votes palled: 1,00.854

Valarmathl Jebara; {Tmt)

{AIADM 48,465
Palanivel Ha;an BTR.

{DMK): 47,757
Mancharan M. (MDMK): 2574

In 1996, Pulan:\'ﬂlrejan (DMK} won by
& maigin of 44,258 votes.
SAMAYANALLUR (SC)

Ponnambalam P. {AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 19,924 votes.

Total Elactorate; 3,534,936
Votes polled: 1,384,293

Pannambalam P.

{AIADMK): 97,060
Kasthuri Sivasamy (Tmt)

{DMK): 77,136
Chinnaraja P. (MDMK): 4,803

In 199, §. Snlvara; (DMK) won by a
margin of 55,648 votes.

NATHAM

Viswanathan R. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 10,602 votes,

> Total Electerate \(81 A87

Votes polled: 1.12, 595
Viswanathan R.

(AIADMK): 55.604
Krishnan Ku.Pa. {TB): 15.002
Chellam P. (MDMK}: 53

In 1995, M. Andi Amtalam (ThC-H)
wor by & margin of 35,636 votes.

DINDIGUL

Nagatakshmi (Selvi} K. (CIihi) de-
clared elected by a margir of 2779
voles.

Total Elgctorate: 2,79.802

Votes polled: 1,49.577

Nagalakshmi {Selvi) K.

(CPI{M}): 71,003
Basheer Ahamed M.

(DMKY: 58,224
Latha Selvaraj (Tmt)

{MDMEK): 4 662

In 1996, R. Manimaran !DMK;wan by a
margi of 65124 vates.
VEDASANDUR

Andivel P. (AIADMK) declared elected
by a margin of 19,126 vomes.

Total Eleclorate: 2,168,437

Vates polled: 1,33.483

Andivel P. (AIADMK}: 65,415
Kavitha Parthiban {Tm?)

R. (DMK 46,269
Karnan S. (MDMK}: 8,381

In 1898, 8, V. Krishnan {DMIC) won by &
margin of 20.768 voles.

SAIDAPET

Perumal V. (DMK} dectared elected by
a margin of 3.881 votes

Total Elecicrate; 2,79,263

Votes poved: 122,080

Perumal V. {DMK): 62,118
Baskaran C.R. (PMK) 58,237
Subramani P. (MDMK): 5,996

in 1996, Ka. Kittu {DMK] won by a
margin of 23.853 votes.
RASIPURAM

Sundaram PR. (AIADMK, declared
glecled by a margr of 23,029 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,88.537
Voles polled: 1,17.144

Sundaram PR.

{MADNMK): 67,332
Rama'i~gam {Or; KPR

(DMK 44.303
Kulangaivel NP (MDMKY: 1602

In 1886, P R. Sundaram (AIADMEK;
won by a margin of 454 votes

Total elect o‘ a'e
2.02,003
Votes Polled: 1 j5 524

F%ajarathmam F
[ATADME) 87 G74
Vallaban S.
{DMK) 47.070
Kannan S.
Ha]afalhlnarn P(MDMK 6,960

Tn 1996, Dr. M. Dev Devara]an DMK
won by a margin of 23,401 votes.

KULITHALAI

Pappa Sundaram A. (AIADMK) de-
clared elected by a margin of 16,703
votes,

Total Electorate: 1,79.980

Votes polled; 1,259%4

Pappa Sundaram A.

(AIADMK}): 66,447
Thiruriavurkarasu C.

(DMK 40,744
Pugalendhi M.&. (MK 5495

In 1996, R. Setvam (DMK} won by a
margin of 17.750 votes.
UPPILIAPURAM

Saroja (Tmt} P. (AIADMEK) ceclared
alected by a margin of 12,351 vares.
Total Electcrate: 1.87,653

Votes polled: 1.16,533

Saroja (Tmt) P.

(ATADMK): 58,810
Rani (Tmt) A. (DMK} 46,450
Rajendran P. (MDMK;: 5,503

tin 1996, T. Karuppusamy (DMK) wan
by a margin of 34,568 votes.
JAYANKONDAM

Annadurai . {AIADMK} oeclared
elected by a margin of 24.710 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,78,375
Votes poried: 1,25,358

Annadurai S. {AIADMK): 70,648
Ganesan K.C. IDMK} 45,938
RKamachandran K.N.

{MDMEK): 451

In 19396, K. C. Ganesan (DMK} won by
a margin of 12,430 votes.
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI-I

Parani Kumar B. (DMK} ueclared
elected by a margin of 924 «ntes.
Total Electorate: 1,256,234

Votes poiled: 73,192

Parani Kumar B. (DMK): 31421
Kader Mohideen K.M.

{Muslim League Keraia

State): 36,497
Malar Mannan A.

{MDMK): 9.003

In 1996, B. Baranikumar (DMK] wor by
a margin of 27,510 votes.

THIRUVARUR {5C)

Ashokan A. (DMK) deciared ziscted
by a margin of 1.314 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,83,974

Votes polled: 1,22.852

Ashokan A. (DMK): 58,425
Rengasamy K. (CPMi: 57111
Kamalavendan A

{MDMEK): 2546

in 1996, A. Asokan (DMK} wo- by 3
margin cf 44,357 votes

Total electorale:
1.82.303
Votes Polled: 1.25,416

Dalamsamy G
fCPI) 73,451
FPeonguzihali {Tmt) M
(DMK 48,302
Veeramani G.
Palamsamy G (MDMK) 4,959

In 1996, G. Palanisamy (CPI: won
by a margin of £3 658 votes

VEDARANYAM

Vedarathinam S.K. (DMK, declared
elected by a margin of 15,000 votes.
fotal Eigctorate: 1,58,591

Votes polled: 1,18,379

Vedarathinam S.K.

(DMK): 33,568
Mutharasan R. (/CPI); 28,568
llangovan M. (MOMK): 3,678

In 19986, § K. Vedarathinam (DMK won
by & margin of 22,792 votes.
PERAVURANI
Thirugnanasambadam S.V. {TMCi))
declared slected by a margin of 78,659
votes.
Total Eleclerate: 1,68.212
Voles polied: 1,17,219
Thirugnanasambadam
S.V. (TMC{M)):

Chellaiah, Kuzha (DMK

64,076
35,417

Tnirugnanasamiandam

THC-M) wan &y a margin of 39,640
voies,
PALAYAMKOTTAI

Mchideen Kian. TPM (DMK) declared
slected oy a margr of 14,748 votes.
Tetal Electerate: 214,114

Votes po.ed: 1.05.303

Mohideen Khan, TPM

(OMK): 55,934
Muthokaruppar 8

(AADMK 41.186
Nazareth Durai (IMCMK): 5,383

In 1986, WMd. Kodar Moideen (DMK}
won by & margin of 44.364 vetes.

CHERANMAHADEVI
Paul Manoj Pandian PH. {AIADMK)
declared elected by 2 margin of 10,975
votes.

Total Eieciorate: 1,564,502
Vetes polled: 83.202

Paul #ancj Pandian PH.

(AIADMK):

Chackaiingam N. (BJPY:

49,873
38,898

In 1996 P Veldurai (TMC-Mj won by a
margin ¢f 12107 votes.

Total electorate:
1,949,848
Votes Polled: 1,11 445

G K. Mam
(PMK) 49,125
Kurar M.
(DMK} 17,371
Sekar K.E
(MDMK) 1,466

in 1996, G. K. Mani (PMK] won by
a margin of 406 votes.

G. K. Mani

LALGUDI

Balen S.M. (AIADMK declared glected
by a margin of 1.510 votes.

Taotal Eiecorats: 1,584,259

Yoles polles, 123741

Balen S.M. [AIADMK): 58,288
Nenru KN, (DMK 56,578
Adhriam C. IMDMK): 4,565

In $996, ¥. N. Nehru (DMK} won by a
margn of 59,504 votes.
ANDIMADAM

Guru (a) Gurunathan J. (PMK) de-
clared elected by a margin of 27,002
voles.

Tota! Electerate: 1,357,834

Votes polled: 112,077

Guru {a) Gurunathan J.

{PMK}: 66,576
Granamozrt~y M. (DMK} 39.574
Veeranandiyan B.

(MO 2,869

In 1996, Deeran (PMK; won by a mar-
gin of 13,402 votes.

SRIRANGAM

Balasubramaniam K.K. (AIADMK]) de-
clared electad by a margin of 12,676
votes.

Total tieclorate: 2,37,683

Votes pollad: 1,37.540
Balasubramaniam K.K.

{ATADMK): 72,993
Soundaram Pandian M

(BJP): 80,317

In 1286, 7 P. Mayavan (DMK} won by a
margin cf 29,654 votes.

TIRUCHIRAPPAL!-1I

Anbil Periasamy (CMK) declared
elected by a margin of 13,944 veies.
Tolal Eisctorate: 2.04,702

Yaes polled: 108715

.i!ml'.'nl Heriasamy {DMK): 56.598
Seivara) 8.C. [NCY: 42854
Kannaiyan C. iMDMK): 7.280
In 1938, L7101l Poyyamozhi (DMK) won

by a margin of 44,82¢ voles.

Total eleclorats:
1,986,625
Votes Polted 1.18.427

: Mani Ko. SI,
L8 (DMK) 60,515

~ Eramanathan, Rama
. (ALADMK) 54,810

1 R. Stafin

(MDMK) 1,480

Mani Ko. §i.

“In 1996, K. S. Mani {DMK) wan by
a margin of 35,310 votes.

THIRUVERUMBUR

Sekaran K.N. (DMK} declared elscted
by & margin of 10,373 votes.

Total Electorats. 2,62,074

Veles polled: 1,29,510

Sekaran K.N. (DMK): 61.254
Rangaraje~ TK. (CPIM: 50,881
Thangara N. (MDMK): 11,562

In 1886, & Durai (DMK) Thiraverambur
won by a margin of 46,753 votes.
ORATHANAD

Vaithialingam R. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 19,344 votes.
Towal Electorate: 1,752,923

Votes polize: 119723

Vaithialingam R.

{ALADMK): 63,836
Rajamanickan F {OMK): 43,582
Balakrishrian, Miral

(MDMEK) 7,245

in 1988, F Rajamanickem (DMK) won
by 2 marsn of 30,348 veies.

VALANGIMAN (SC)

Boopathi Mariappan (Tmt) (AIADMEK)
Jeclared elected by a margin of 23.477
vrles.

Total Electorate: 1.42,156

Votas pollag. 64,392

Boopathi Mariappan

{Tmt} {AIADMKY: 54,677
Nadaiyazhagan T. (PTi; 31,200
Thiagarajan M. (MODMK) 3,298
tn 1995, Gomathi Sraivasan (OMK)
won by a margin of 23.511 votes.
THIRUMAYAM
Radhakrishnan M. [AIADMK) de-

clared siected by 3 margin of 12,027
voles,

Total Electorate: 1,380,112

Votes polied: 113,291
Radhakrishnan M.

{AIADMK): 58,394
Hegupathy 3. (DMK 46,367
Ganesan A. (MDMK): 3191

171996, V. Chirr.aiah (TMC-M) won oy
% margir ¢of 11,888 votas.
KOLATHUR (5C}

Karuppayee (Tmt) (Dr) A, (AIADME)
declared elzcted Sy a ¢ marqn ‘of 46,899
¥3lE3,

Total Electorate, 2,09,725

Ystes polled: 1,36.487

Karuppayee (Tmt) (Dr.)

A. (AIADNK): 80,855
Falanizppan {a} Furaichi

Kzvidasan M {PT): 33,956
Mookaiar (a) Miavudasan '

A (MDMK: 5,764

In 1995, Selvaraj (DMK} wen by a mar
3in Gf 24 156 voles.
PAPANASAM

Ramkumar M. (TMCIM) declareg
elacted by 2 marmn of 6,632 votes,

Tota! Electorate: 1,64.795
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Viotes poiled: 1,10,883 j
Ramkumar M. (TMC{M)):
Kalyanasundaram 8.

(DMK} 48,198
Sampath N. (MDMK: 2 487
in 1998, Karuppanra Udayar (TMC-M!
won by & margin of 38,342 woles.
BHUVANAGIRI
8. Arul (INDj declared elected by a
margin of 3,764 votes.

Totad Elactorate: 1,73.785
Votes oolied: 1,106,943

5. Arul {IND}: 49,753
Gopalaknshran M. (MTD}: 45,889
(Gunasekaran AN.

{MDME): 4247

In 19986, A. V. Abdui Naseer (DMK won
by a margin of 19.345 votas.
KILLIYUR

Kumaradoess Dr. (TMC(M!} declared
elected by a margin of 13,760 votes.
Total Electorate: 159,720

Votes polled: 81,570

Kumaradoss Br. (TMC

(M}): 40,075
Santhakumar C. {BJP): 26,315
Manc Thangaraj (Janata

Da {Sh: 13,258

In 1996, Dr. Kumaradas {TMC-M} won
by a margin of 10,417 votes.

TIRUVATTAR

Hemachandran J. (CPM) declared
elected by a margin of 19,497 votes.
Tota! Electorate: 1,689,027

Votes polled: 85,507

Hemachandran J. (CPM}: 47,807
Rajamony P. (BJP): 28,310
lssac K. (NGP). 2142

In 1998, V. Albar {DMK] won by & mar-
gin of 12,354 votes.

KOLACHAL

Pachamal T, {AIADMK) declared efect-
ed by a margin of 15,089 votes,

Total Electorate: 1,83,117
Voles polled: 91.823

Pachamal T. (AIADMK): 42,354
Sampath Chandra R.

(MDMK): 27,265
Bernard Era {DMK): 20,296

In 1926, Era. Bermard (OMK) won by a
margin ¢f 7,426 voles.
PERIYAKULAM

Panneer Selvam 0. (AIADMK) de-
clared elected by a margin of 17.520
votes.

Total Electorate: 2,03,946

Votes polled: 1.14,463

Panneer Selvam O.

{AIAGMK): 62,125
Abuthaghir M. (DMK): 44,205
Jayaraman A, (MDMK): 5,965

I 1296, L. Mockiah (DMK) wen ty a
margin of 21,907 votes.

Total electcrate:
1,78,455
: Votes Pelled: 1,15.732

A. Arunachalam
(AIADMK) 61,084
K. Thiruvalluvan
{DMK) 47,160
: R. Palanimuthu
A, Ararachalam (MDMK) 3,278

In 1298, Dﬂraisamy [DMEK) won by
a margin of 23,401 votes,

THIRUMANGALAM

Kalimuthu K. (AIADMK) declared
giected by a margin of 18,162 votes.
Total Eleciorate: 1.68,403

Votes polied: 1.10,277

Kalimuthu K. {AIADMK): 58,080
Cchathevar 7. (DMK): 33,918
Swaminatnan K.R.

{MOMEK): 3.561

n 1998, A Muthuramaingam (DMK)
won by 2 margin of 28,323 votes.
THOTTIAM

Annavi P. (AIADMK} ceclared elecled
by a margin of 13,145 votes.

Tatal Eleciorate: 1.74,58%
Vates pollea: 118,337

Annavi P, (AIADMK}: 57.449
Kannalyan K. (CMK): 44,301
Thiagarajan N. {Thayaga

Makkal Katchi): 3.378

In 1998, K. Kznnaiyan {DMK) won by &
margin of £0.282 vcles.

MUSIR!

Mallika (Tmt) (AIADMK} Cociared
elected by & margin cf 1.994 votes
Total Eisctorate: 20,7541

Votes polled: 1,37.655

Maltika {Tmt) (AIADMK): 47,946
Vivekanandan S. (DMK 45,352
Nataajan B. (MDMK): ~ 13,328

in 1998, M. N. Jothikarnan (DMK} wor
by a margin of 27.768 vcias
PUDUKKOTTAI

Vijayabasker {Dr} C. (AIADMK} ze-
clared elected by a margin of 27,723
votes.

Total Eigctcrate: 2,21,966
Votes polled: 143 858

Vijayabasker (Br.) C.

(AIADMK): 77167
Periyannanarassu (DMK}, 49,444
Kaliyamoorthy K. (MDMK): 10,762

tn 1996, A. Periyannan (DMK) won by
a margin of 42,783 votes.

ALANGUDL

Venkatachalam A. {AIADMK] decizred
glected by a margin of 18,731 veiss,
Tatal Electorate: 2,03.850

Votes polled: 1,39.840

Venkatachalam A.

(AMADMK): 59,631
Scosiraj 3.A. (DMK): 42 206
Chandrasekaran (Dr.) K.

11,57

{MDMK):
In 1396, A. Venkatachalam (IND) wan
by a margin of 852 voles.
KARAIKUDI
Raja H. (BJP) declared clected by a
margn o 1,651 votes,
Total Electorate: 1.89,003
Votes polied: 1,11.755
Raja H. (BJP)
Udaiyappan 5.2 (TMG .

(M 52442
In 1896, N. Sundaram (TMC-M)won by
a margin of 50,384 voies.
SIVAGANGA
Chandran V. [AADMEK] declared elect-

ed ty a margin of 4,273 votes.

Jotal Electoraie: 183,912

Vigtes polied: 106,304

54,093

Chandran V. (AJADMK): 51,708

Kiruttinan, Pasumpen,
Tha, (DMK 47,435
3,149

Jeyaraman N. {MDMK):
i 105, Tra, Kratinan (DHIK) won 59
g margn o 33,001 votes.

MANAMADURAI (5C)

55830  Paramalai K. (TMC (M) declared

elected by a margin of 20,857 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,76.612
Votes polied: 99,038

Paramalai K. (TMC (M)): 56,508
Kirubanidhi {Dr.) S.P.

{BJPY: 35,651
Kasinathadurai A. (JD

i 1,224

in 1826, K. Thangamani {CPl) won by a
margin of 17,770 votes.
PARAMAKUDI (SC}

Ram Prabhu R. {TMC (M) declared
elected by a margin of 5.807 votes,
Total Electorate: 1,81.847

Voles polled: 1,068,424

Ram Prakhu R. {TMC
(My):

53,746

Chellaiah C. {(Pudhiva
Tamizhagam}: 47,939
Durzi Raju K. (MDMK}: 41853

ir 1896, U. Thisaiveeran {DMK) won by
a margin of 18,901 votes.

L A
| HMeN
Total eleciorate:

1.52,529
Votes Polled: 94,748

V. D, Natarajan
IAIADMK]) 45,342
S. Kannappan 3.
{MTD} 40.660

. V. Malaikannan
V. D. Natarajan (MDMK) 4,080

In 1996, M. Thamilkudimagan
(DMK} won by a margin of 14,804
votes.

ARUPPUKKOTAL

Sivasami K.K. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of €,152 vates.
Total Electorate: 1,71,719

Votes pelled: 1,07,040

Sivasami K.K. (AJADMK): 49,307
Thangam Thennarasu

{DMEK): 43,155
Shanmugasundaram R.M.

{MDMK]): 10,558

I 1996, V. Thangapandian (DMK) won
by a margin of 16,365 votes.

KOVILPATTI

Rajendran $. (CP{} declared elected
by a margin cf 9,039 votes.

Tetzl Electorate: 1,93,881

Vetes poted: 113,775

Rajendran S. {CPI}: 45,796
Rajaram K. (DMK): 36,757
Vigwamithran B. {MDMK): 27,808

In 1986, L. Ayyalyusamy (CPI] won by
a margin of 7,487 votes.
AMBASAMUDRAM

Sakthivel Murugan M. (AIADMK; de-
clared elected by a margin of £.020
votes.

Total Electorate: 1,54,974

Votes peflec: 89.639

Sakthivel Murugan M.

{AIADMK): 43,021
Avudaiappan R. (DMK} 39,001
Franklin Sefvaraj {MDMK): 3.894

In 1996, R. Avudaiappan (DMK} won
by a margin of 13,682 votes
SATHANKULAM

Mani Nadar .. (TMC {Mj) ceclared
alected by a margin of 5,766 voies.
Total Electerate: 1,71,481

Votes poted: 77,651

Mani Nadar 8.8. (TMC
(M):

38,308

Rajakannan A.N. (BJP): 32,542
Paul A.J. (Janata Dal

8 709

I~ 1896, S. S. Mani Nadar (TMC-M}
won by a margin of 25,236 votes.
TIRUVALLUR

Sudarsanam D. (TMC(M}) declared
elected by a margin of 19,851 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,83,411

Votes polled: 1,11,649

Sudarsanam D. (TMC

(M)): 47,899
Sajendiran V.G, (PNK): 27.248
James E. {FB: 4738

In 1696, C. S. Mani (DMK} won by a
margin ¢f 33,254 votes.
ARNI

Ramachandran K. (AJADMK) caclared
elected by a margin of 13,482 votes.

Total Eleciorate: 1,387
Yoles polled: 130,366

Ramachandran K.

{AIADMK): 66,371
Shanmugam A.C. [PNK}. 52,889
Raja D. (MDMK): 4 549

in 1996, R. Sivanandam (DMK} won by
a margin of 18179 votes.
RISHIVANDIAM

Sivaraj 3. (TMC(M)) deciared elected
by a margin of 25,532 votes.

Toial Flectorate: 1.74.987

votes polled: 1,08.073

Sivaraj 5. (TMG{M)): 57,108

Murah TH.T. (PNK): 31.575

Durairaj Marudur N. .
15,470

{MDMK):
In 1998, S. Sivara) {TMC! won by &
margin of 40,084 voles.

BARGUR
Thambi Durai M. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 49,306 votes.

Towal Elsciorate: 1,96,078
Votes poited: 1.23,716

Thambi Durai M.

(AIADMK]): 82,039

Sugavanam E.G. (DMK} 32733
n Pon.

Gunasekaran Pen 5476

{MOMK):

1n 1996, G.Sugavanar (DK) won by
& margin ot 8,366 votes.

GUDIYATHAM o g
Suriyakala (Tmt) C.M. {AADMK) © e
clare% elected by a margin of 24,324
voies.

Totel Eleciorate: 1,64.937

Volgs polled: 107,193

Suriyakata (Tmt.) C.M.
(AIADMK}:

Duraisamy S. ({DMK):
Panneer N. (MDMK]:

In 1996, V. G. Dhanapd {DMK} won Dy

a margn of 29138 vetes.

61,128

36.804  varadarajan {Cr} K.
4,197

CHIDAMBARAM SINGANALLUR

Saravanan Durai K. (DMK) declared Karunakaran K.C. {CPI(M)) declared
elected by a masgin of 11,915 votes.  elected by a margin of 20,001 vates.
Total Electorate: 1,67,006 Total Electorats: 293,850

Votes polied: 103,736 \Vctes polled: 1,67.013

Saravanan Durai K. Karunakaran K.C. (CPI
(DMK): (M): :

54,647 82.773
Arivuselvan T, {PMK): 4273 ‘ . '
f\dohanasundar<K.\’. i ? Palanisamy N. (DMK): 62772
{(MDMK]: 765 MLthhuknshnan G.
In 1996, S. Azhagirl (TMC) won by a _*"-MK) 12,825

I 1996, N. Palaniswamy (DMK} won

margin of 28,016 votes. N
by a margin of 58,412 votes.

KRISHNAGIRI

Govindarasu V. (AJADMK) deciarad
elected by a margin of 21,773 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,93,656

Votes poiled: 1,15,243

Govindarasu V.

P S

1,83,925
Votes Polled: 1,729,854

Durai Murugan

{AIADMK): 65,197 (DMK) 64 187
Senguituvan T (DMK} 43424 AU
Pandiyan KR, (MDMK); 2093 Satchidanandam D,

In 1596, Dr. Kanchana Kamal (DMK) Dural Murugan (MDMK} 2,923

won by a margin of 35,511 votes. In 1996, Durai Murgan (DMK} won
MORAPPUR ty a margin of 41,007 voles.
Palaniappan P. (AADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 23,316 votes.

Total Electorate: 1,80,856
Votes polied: 1,10,577

Palaniappan P.

NATRAMPALLI

Natarajan S. {PMK) declared elected
by a margin of 12,088 votes,

Total Electorate: 2,02,273

(AIAGMK): 62,266 Votes polled: 1,36,940
Rajasekaran EV. DMKy  3g,950 Matarajan S. (PMK): 67.046
Seivakumar M. (TDK): 3,355 Anbazhagan T. (MGR
In 1995, V. Mullaivendan (OMK) won oy Kazhagam): 54,858
a margin of 26,294 votes. Krishnamoorthy P.

(MDMK): 4,352

SALEM-II In 1996, R. Mahendran (CMK) won by
Karthe M. (PMK) declared elected by a @ margin of 3,221 votes.
margin of 15,085 votes. ERCDE

Total Eiectorate: 1,90,182

, ; oy Thennarasu K.S. (AIADMK} declared
votes polled: 1'14_'900 electec ty a margin of 24,440 votes.
Karthe M. (PMK): 82306 Total Electorate: 321,070

Thangave! AL, (DMK): 47,221 Votes polled: 1,82,191

Arjunan G {(MDMK): 2,030 Thennarasu K.S.

In 1936, A. L. Thangavel (DMK wonby  (AJADMK)Y: 95,450
a margin of 26,491 votes. Petiyasamy NKK. (MK} 71010
CHEPAUK Ganesamurthy A.

(MOMK): 59,846

Karunanidhi M. (DMK) declared elect-
ed by a margin of 4,834 votes.

Tota! Electorate: 1,28,404
Votes polled: 56,477

Karunanidhi M., (DMK):

In 1998, NKK. Periyasamy (OMK)
won Dy a margin of 47,837 voles.
TIRUCHENDUR

29,836 Anitha R, Radhakrishnan (AIADMK)
Damodaran R. (INC): o5 oo declared slected by & margin of 11,193

Tamilmaravan (MDMK): 1,395 voles.
In 1998, M. Karunanidhi (DMK) won by  Total Electorate: 1.91,358
a margin of 35,784 votes. Votes poiled: 99.996

THOUSAND LIGHTS Anitha R. Radhakrishnan

Stalin M.K. (DMK) declared elected b (MADHIKY 92990
LSS I ected by ; :

a margin of 7,275 votes. Je%fheﬂrKEhancran (Tmt} . 41797
Total Electorate: 2,10,445 Ramesh VPR (MOMK): 2662

Votes golted: 85,427
Stalin M.K. {(DMK}:

In 1995, Jennifer Shandran (DMK} won
49,056 Dy a margin of 31.031 votes.
Sekar 8. (TMC(M)): 41,781 KANNIYAKUMARI

Malika (Trt.) (MDMK): 2511 Thalavai Sundaram N. (AIADMK) de-

In 1936, M. K. Stalin (DMK) wor: by & 5 i
margn of 44 677 voes, ar?tfsq elected by a margin of 9536

ANNA NAGAR Tctal Electorate: 1,88,205

Arcot Veerasamy N. {DMK; declared VOtes poiled: 1.08.447
elected by a margin of 5,578 votes,  Thalavai Sundaram N.

Total Electorate: 3,76,71¢ (AIADMK): 55,650
Votes polled: 160,469 Suresk Rajan N. (DMK): 46,114
Arcot Veerasamy N. Lakshmanan £. (MDMK): 4,991
(DMK): 77,353 In 1996, M. Suresh Rajan (DMK) won
A . by a margin of 21,863 voles.
rumugam {Dr.) C.
{PMK): 71,7756 KADALADI

Appadurai C. {MDMK): 8,708 Balakrishnan S. (TMC (M) declarad
In 1896, N. Veerasamy (DMK} won by & elected by a margin of €115 votes,
margin of 83,017 votes. Total Elestorate: 1,95.964
PPN Vates pofed: 1,06,400

2 e

VAL Balakrishnan S. (TMC

| S 5o (M)): 51,142
Votes Paolied: 78,335  Thangavelan SP (DMK): 45,027
" Muniaraj M. {MDMK): 1,043

: Jayakumar D.
(AIADMEK) 44 468
. Nargunan K.
© (DMK) 30,753

- Gopinathan M.M.
Jayakumar D. (MDMK) 1,172

in 1696, Era. Madhivanan (DMK)
won by a margin of 17,408 votes.

In 1996, S.P. Thangavelan {DMK) won
by a margin of 18,970 votes.
TIRUPPATTUR .

Umadevan K.K. (AIADMK) deciared
elected by a margin of 9,080 votes.
Total Electorate: 146,691

Votes polled: 98,634

Umadevan K.K.

GOPICHETTIPALAYAM (AIADMK): 50,165
Ramaneedharan 8.8. (AIADMK) de- Si R (DMK 4107
clared eiscted by a margin of 23,945 Swaraman R. (DMK 075
voles. Sevanthiappan, Pulavar

{MDMK}: 4,589

Total Electorate: 1,65,548

Votes polied: 108,632 in 1996, K. Sivaraman (CMK) won by a

margin of 18,277 votes.

% \‘%:}@fg}\ww

&%@@&:&m

! Total electorate
288,673

Votes Polled: 1,19,385

Ramaneedharan S.S.
(AIADMK):

60,826

Shanmugasandaram V.P.
(DMK 31,881

Mahendran G.M. (MDMK): 3,380

In 1996, G. P. Venkidy (DMK} won by &
margin of 14,729 votes.
MODAKURICHI

Ramasamy P.C. {AJADMK) deciared
elected by a margin of 34,212 votes.

Total Electorate: 2,20,433
Votes polled: 1,34,487

Lakshmanan K.N.
t (BJP) 60,996
. Maithreyan {Dr.) V.
% (AIADMEK} 54,949
: 7% Md. Amamkhan (Dr.)
Lakshmanan K.N.(TNPP) 849

In 1986, N. P. Ramajayam (DMK)
wan by a margin of 51,804 votas.

ATTUR

Murugesan A.K. (AIADMK) declared
elected by a margin of 24,745 voles.

74,206 Total Electorate: 2,12.758
Votes polled: 1,312,245

Murugesan A.K.

Ramasamy P.C.
{AIADMK):

Subbulakshmi Jagadeesan

iTmt) (DMK): 40,084  (AIADMK): 64,936

Kulandaivelu P-M. Karunanidhi MG.RA.
;MDMk): 33z (DMK} 40,191
Gopal Raj V. (MOMK): 1,407

In 1896, Subulakshmi (DMK} won by |, 3905 A M. Ramasarmy (DMK) won
a margin of 44,033 votes. by a margin of 22,286 votes,

TIRUPPUR RCOT

A
Sivasamy C. (AIADMK) declared elect- Neetakandan P. [AIADMK) declared
ed by a margin of 46,556 votes. slected by a margin of 17,707 votes.
Total Electorate: 3,97,832 Tetal Electorate: 1.60,308
Votes polled: 2,12.405 Votes polled: 1,11.012

Sivasamy C. (AIADMK):  1,27,224 Neelakandan P.

{(AIADMK): 61,474

Lalitha Kumaramangalam Sundaramaorthy A K. _
{Tmt.} {BJP): 80568 (DMK): 43767
Vefriveeran K.S. (MDMK): 3,058

In 1895, K. Subbarayan (GPI) wen by a
margin of 41.055 votes.

VELLAKOIL

Saminathan MP. (DMK) deciare
zlscted by a margin of 740 voles.

Tetal Electorate: 1,70,584
Yotes polied: 1,13.942

Saminathan M.P. (DMK

In 1996, P. N. Subramani (DMK} won
by a margin of 26,407 votes.
d ARAKONAM (SC})
Bhavani Karunakaran (Tmt) K
(AIADME) declarad electsd by a mar-
gin of 20,256 votes.
Total Electorate: 1,91,523
37,5711 Votes polled: 1,21,695

Bhavani Karunakaran

Peryasamy V.P. {Tmt) K. (AIADMK): 67,034
(AIADMK): 38,831 Rayishankar R. (DMK 45,778
Sranmugam V.N. Ramani Pgrumar (Tt}
(MDMP%): 4045  {(MOMK): 3,530

o ! In 1998, R. Tamizhselvan (DMK) won
i 1996, M. P. Samirathan (DMK) won by a margn of 45,820 votes.

by & margin of 8,814 votes.

g : VANIYAMBAD!

POLLACHI Latheef M. A, (INL) declared elected
Jayaraman V. (AIADMKL ?ec!ared by a margn of 11,938 votes.

slected by a margin of 32,404 voles. Total Eleclorale: 1.94.773

Total Electorate: 2.03,219 Votes poued._ 112,346

Votes polled: 1,23,220 Lathee! M. A. (INL): 54,218
Jayaraman V. (AIADMKE: 64648 | 0 Rasheed JM.
{DMK): 42 280
iimani R. : 32,244 i Kanthan R.
Tamilmani R. (DMK): Laé;grmg:a 7704

In 1996, M. Abdut Latheef (DMK} won

(MOMK): 22014 s margin of 47,253 votes.

in 1996, S. Raju (DMK) won by a mar-

gin of 21,814 votes. (To be continued)
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BY SUNANDO SARKAR

Calcutta, May 13; She rose early
allright —at6 am — but didn't fol-
low the doc’s other orders for a
healthy, wealthy and wise life;
after a light breakfast, she chose to
fill herself with cups of tea and
only two biscuits till late evening.
Mamata Banerjee was crestfal-
len in defeat, ashamed to show her
face to the media; she shut herself
in with the idiot box and the con-
stantly-ringing telephone and did-
n't comeout of her 30B-Harish Ch-
atterjee Street residence aftera br-
ief glimpse early in the morning.

She was also sullen in defeat,

dishing out vet another resignati-
on threat — this one to her party;
she threatened to resign from the
chairpersonship of her party, ow-
ning responsibility for the defeat.
But like other threats, this one
was not entertained as well; her
party’s “policy-making body” ask-
ed her to reconsider her decision.
She was doing so till late tonight.

But the morning didn’t begin
like that. Before 8 am she showed
her face to the television camera,
smiled and went back to her room.
This was to be her day, the day she
expected to know that people had
EVM-ed their approval for her
anti-Left fight. .

But this was che morning whi-
ch didn’t show the day. The scene
had changed three hours later,
“Even I am not entering her room
easily” a gentleman, clad in a whi-
te kurta-pyjama, said before steer-
ing clear of his leader’s room and
entering the party office. And, for
once, the “even” wasn’t a Trinam-
ul hyperbole; the speaker was Ga-
utam Basu, who usually knows in
advance every step Mamata is
going to take, And that, when said
about Mamata, is saying a lot.

“She's glued to the FV and the
phone,” said one of her sisters-in-
law around 2 pm. The television,
howevet, offered her little solace.
As the hours flowed by, the scene
infront of her house reflected that
on the tetevision inside her heme
and those put up outside for her fo-
Nlowers’ benefit; if they showed so-
e silver linings in the morning,
when news came in that Ashok
Bhattacharyya and Subhas Chak-

to resign

raborty were trailing, the afterno-
on had only dark clouds that fore-
bade ill for the lady and her party.
But there were others who ca-
me to give — and get —solace. The-
re was Pankaj Banerjee who ente-
red his leader’s lair after a hard-fo-
ught victory in Tollygunge. He ca-
me out ina few mimtes to say that
people hadn’t been allowed to vote.
There was Tapas Pal, victor
from Alipore who hadn’t got Ma-
mata’s vote on Thursday but still
managed to win. He was feeling 20
years younger, he said; he made a
similarly-triumphant debut on
the silver screen two decades ago.
Accompanied by wife and daugh-
ter, he left after visiting his leader.
There was Madhabi Chakrabo-
rty who lost to the chief minister
without puiting up much fight.
She didn’t remember the gap bet-
ween her and Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, she said; a month ago, she
predicted she would win Jadavpur
by “lakhs and lakhs” of votes.
There were Subrata Mukher-
jee, who won Chowringhee in the
same style Madhabi had lost Ja-
davpur. and Sobhandeb Chat-
topadhyay who retained Rashbe-
hari. “Ar bolar ki achhe (What's
left to say)?” the mayor asked re-
porters but then went on to say
much more than others in the
“hoy ebar noy never” party:
“There’s no room for despair in
politics, The fight willgoon.”

There was also Sonali Guha
who came in late in the afterncon
after her giant-killing act; she de-
feated Gokul Bairagi, former chief
minister Jyoti Basu’s Man Friday
in Satgachhia. But she knew
where her preferences lay; she
saw her leader but only after see-
ing “her mother” at the nearby
Kalighat temple.

Trinamul activists tried their
best to make up for their leader’s
still-unfulfilled dream of becom-
ing chief minister by cheering the
woman who’d bagged the former
CM’s constituency, But the length-
ening shadows — and the some-
what muted response to the “Ek,
dui, teen, char, CPM puncture”
slogans — showed it would be five
more years away from the sun for
the party that hoped to deflate the
CPM balloon.
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Calcutta, May 13: Amid the re-
strained celebrations of a victo-
ry that also surprised the victors
by its margin, one man in the
CPM apparatchik stood out for
being himself: “It is time some-
one gifted Mamata an untorn
sari, a hairband and a bottle of
‘Eleen’ shampoo. Maybe she
could even aspire to be an ath-
lete, given the speed at which she
fled from the TV cameras today!”

That man is Biman Bose, easi-
1y the most outspoken of the top
CPM leaders in the state, Unable
to conceal his delight, unwanti-
ng, in fact, to restrain his eupho-
ria, Biman Bose was feeling vin-
dicated.

“When 1 told this comrade
and that, that we will win 200
seats, it was dismissed. Even Jy-
otibabn was given to understand
that I was being over-optimistic.”

Trinamul supporters outside Mamaita Banerjee’'s house, Picture by Amil Dy

Pat on back & advice for

Industrialist Harshvardhan
Neotia had just drifted into the
party secretariat room where
Bose was watching television.
Neotia was accompanied by Ra-
jesh Shah of Mukund. Both sta-
yed on till the evening, congratu-
lating the party’s leading fig-
ures. Both were effusive in their
congratulations to “Bimanda”.

Across the corridor, benquet
after bouquet of yellow and red
roses were brought in with in-
creasing frequency.

In the evening, only Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee and Jyoti
Basu did not have abir sprinkled
over them. “I requested the boys
not to put abir on me, I don’t like
it,” Bhattacharjee said. Nobody
dared ask Basu if he liked abir.

Bhattacharjee carried over
the tone and tenor of his cam-
paign speeches to bis first news
conference after the victory.
*“We', not ‘You’”, he replied

when asked “Do you think you
turned the election around for
the Left Front?”

“The Left Front is not an elec-
toral ajliance alone. It has a defi-
nite programme that it has been
implementing. Bengal stands
out in this country for that rea-
son. Remember, of all the cities
in this country, vou stiil get the
cheapest meal in Calcutta ho-
tels,” said Bhattacharjee.

From 10 in the morning,
supporters gathered in front of
Muzaffar Ahmad Bhavan. Tele-
vision crew took positions on the
ground floor parking lot. In a
first floor room, activists worked
the phones, calling first, count-
ing centres, and then — after
Anii Biswas, Bhattacharjee and
Bose instructed them — the dis-
tricts committee offices.

Biswas, Bose and Bhattachar-
Jjee locked themselves in a room
for about half an hour Loud-

LS flock in unity chorus
as Panjas turn up heat

BY QUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, May 13: With the ex-
ception of the brothers Panja, Tri-
namul Cengress MPs rallied he-
hind Mamata Banerjee in her
hour of crisis, pledging to stand
by her despite her failure to dis-
lodge the Left from Bengal.

Ajit Panja, who had fired the
first salvo against Mamata shortly
before the Assembly elections,
launched a fresh offensive against
the Trinamul leader today, saying
her “dictatorial atfitude” had led
to the defeat of party nominees in
many constituencies,

“The party would have gained
had our leader rectified her mis-
takes, but apparently it was too
late,” he said.

The brothers Panja, however,
stopped short of trying to engi-
neer a split, saying they have no
Intention of leaving the party Ajit
Panja claimed that Trinamul had
not taken any official deeision to
withdraw from the NDA.

Other Trinamil leaders like
Akbar Ali Khondekar, Sudip Ban-
dc_rpadhyay, Krishna Bose and
Bikram Sarkar said they stood

firmly behind Mamata in the
hour of crisis and there Wwas ho
questjon of deserting the party.
:‘I will be with didi whatever
he outcome of the Assembly
: Khondekar said in
Sriramgyy

Krishra Bose said there was

Panja: Upping the ante

no possibility of her joining the
NDA and pledged her support to
Mamata.

Bikram Sarkar, who was

packed to the hilt by Mamata dur-
ing last vear’s Panskura bypoli,
said: “T will be with Mamata irre.
spective of the party’s electoral
performance.” He, however, did
npt rule out the possibility of a re-
view of the party’s political sirate-
gy 11 the post-election seenario,
. Ajit Panja, who had forecast
the party’s poll debacle in the
wake of its electoral alliance with
the Congress, said Mamata could
have faced the elections without
seeking the Congress’ help.

“It is time she realises her Jimi-
gations and behaves in a democrat-
icmanner. CPM general secretary
Harkishen Singh Surjest and PCC

chief Pranab Mukherjee have ap-
parently finished her politieal ca-
reer,” he said.

Ask.ed to comment on Mama-
ta’s decision to step down as the
party’s chairperson, Panja said:
“This shows that she has conced-
ed defeat.”

_He kept the pressure up on the
Trinamul leader, saying: “T hopeT
will get a hew Mamata by my side
to re-construct the party”

Ranjit Panja shared his
younger brother’s view, saying
Mamata’s decision to quit the
NDA and join hands with the Con-
gress was “somewhat hasty”.
“She also appeared to be in a
hurry to seleet candidates without

much consultation,” he said.

He felt the Trinamul leadey
should have given due weightage
to Afit Panja’s views on political
1ssues Instead of ignoring them.
Asked to comment on Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s open
invitation to Trinamul MPs to re-
turn to the NDA after the Assem-
bly elections, Ranjit Panja said:
“We have not cansidered the issue,

1 tjon’t think a split in the party
will serve any useful purpose.”
Nitish Sengupta, Trinamul
MP from Tamluk, was away in
Delhi. State Trinamul leaders,

however, claimed he stood sofidiv
behind Mamata. 6
seen him campaigning for our
varty candidates and have no

“We have

reason to question his integrity,”
they said.

Jubilant CPM workers. Piciure by Debasis Palit
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speakers relayed results to the
crowd. Shyamal Chakraborty,
candidate for Maniktala, arriveé
much before Biswas. He was
tense and  chain-smoked.
Sukhendn Panigrahi and Sailen
Dassharma were monitoring the
poll results. “Sukhendu, what
about Maniktala?” Chakraborty
kept badgering Panigrahi.

n the evening, after it was cl-
ear that the Left’s tally will not
drop significantly from their
1996 total, sympathisers began
turning up. Actor Biplab Ray
Chaudhuri came with his wife
and son. “There’s been no cook-
ing in our house the whole day!
Nobody wanted to eat till we

were stre of victory” sushed his
wife to Biman.

Bhattacharjee left Alimuddin
Street around 2 pm to receive his
certificate. Before that he went
home to his Palm Avenue govern-
ment flat.

BY ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, May 13:; The BJP and,
o a lesser extent, the PDS might
have ended up doing just the
apposite of what they had put-
portedly set out to do. The share of
yotes they garnered ended up
puoying the Left Front instead of
sinking it.

For the BJP, it ma¥ e pay-back
time as well: jts candidates,
throughout south and central
Bengal, ended up getting a largey
numnber of votes than the differ-
ence hetween the winning Left
Front candidates and runners-ug
Trinamul-Congress alliance noimn-
inees in about one out of every
five seats the latter 1o&t.

In the process, the BJP has just
about nudged above the seven per’
cent mark in the popular vote-
share. According to BJP MP and
Union minister of state for
telecommunications Tapan Sik-

towards the absalute majority

member Vidhan Sabha.

Indepeid

. &dar did not try
e'Her whimsical
enih her snapping
s mlway into cam-
alone in Bengal — put that has paigning. is rewons
been enongh to helpthe CcPMpush CPM win,” he sd.

dar's personal assessment, it's theleft Front
about half aper cent more thanits to hide his gl
chare in the 1996 Assembly polls attitu
_ the last time the party went it ties with u

eats where the
_mark besides helping the Left margin of Tnam
Front bag 189 seats in the 294- defeat was lesshan
of votes polielyy the BJ P would

After it was clear from the be seemingly idless: Ballygunee,
trends that the BJP had heen able  Jorabagan, Basteria, Balagarh,
ta inflict a not-very-light damage Chinsurah, CdMalda, English-
on Trinamul chief Mamata bazan

rin Habipr, Nadanghat,
Banerjee’s dreams of unseating Chanditala,

Patharpratima,

TOTAL SEAT

(Result of one seal withhetd)

| 1y 1996, Congress had fought a5 a sep

2001 it contested in a

yith Trinan
th Trinaru! Grapme: RA.

Hasnabad, Narghat, Nalhati, Surt,
Murarai... -
Though PDS leader and nomi-
nee from Ballygunge Tapas Basu
was candid enough to admit that
the party was not satisfied with its
performance, the party — which
was formed this February and
contested 99 seats —- ended up get-
ting about three per cent of thé
chare of anti-government votes.
“We aren’'t disappointed,” Basu
said but admitted that the polari-
<ation of votes between the two
main contenders did itin,
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THE PEOPLE’S VERDICT in the May 10 round
of Assembly polls, despite the varied political
and other divergences of the States involved,
has been remarkably forthright and unequiv-
ocal. There js absolutely no ambiguity abowt
the mandate, barring perhaps in the Union Ter-
ritory of Pondicherry, which has a history of
unstable governmental equilibrium. And, as it
turned out, their preference has swung deci-
sively away from the incumbent governments
in Assam, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. In fact, the
outcome could in a way be seen essentially as
an anti-establishment vote, an emphatic one at
that, if one were to look for and identify a single
common feature in the big picture. The solitary
exception is of course West Bengal where the
Left Front has won the mandate for a historic
sixth successive term, proclaiming its political
supremacy authoritatively in the face of what
was billed as the "biggest ever challenge’. What-
ever anti-establishment sentiment there was
vis-a-vis the unbroken 25-year-tong Left Front
regime has obviously been swept away by the
surge of popular disapproval of the crassly op-
jportunistic alliance Ms, Mamata Bannerjee had
forged with the Congress(1}, after snapping ties
with the B]JP, in her desperate search for a ‘win-

ning combination’, % S]x&ﬁ\)'u“
By far the most sensational of the electoral

outcomes is undoubtedly the comprehensive
victory registered by the AIADMK-led secular
front in a bitterly fought battle that was reduced
to a virtual 'Ms. Jayalalitha versus Mr. M. Karu-
nanidhi’ contest; the performance, although
not exactly comparable with thatin 1991, isina
way reminiscent of the popular mood then. Itis
as positive and categorical a mandate as any
can be. it is alsp a trinmph as much of the
strategic poll partnevship she had struck — no-
tably with the PMX, the Tamil Maanila Con-
gress and the Congress(l) — as of the sympathy
she appears to have succeeded in generating
especially among the rural and women voters
by working on the ‘disqualification’ factor. In
this respect, her tactical campaign of juxtapos-
ing the ‘rejection’ of her nomination papers
with the case of the Kerala Congress leader, M.
R. Balakrishna Pillai, (who was aflowed to con-
test the poll despite having been convicted un-
der the criminal law for corruption and rejated
offences) and projecting herself as a woman
‘wronged’ must have helped considerably. For
the DMK, the fact that its nominees have taken
a severe beating in areas considered the party
strongholds and that its stalwarts, including Mr.
Karunanidhi himself and Mr. K. Anbazhagan,
could win only with moderate or slender mar-
gins is a clear enough indicator of the voters’
antipathy. Add to it the severe loss of ideolog-
ical credibility the DMK suffered because of its
brazenly opportunistic tie-up with the BJP, ane
will find the pariy’s dismal showing quite un-
derstandable. To compound it all, Mr. Karuna-
nidhi's shortsighted and divisive strategy of
embracing a host of caste-based outfits and giv-
ing the ragtag coalition the status of ‘social jus-
tice' platform failed to click. His campaign was
certainly not helped by his announcement that
this would be his Iast efection, which allowed
the Opposition to raise the issue of dynastic
succession by Mi. Stalin.

Wwith the AIADMK all set to form a govern-
ment, one highly contentiovus Constitutional
question that has so far remained hypotbetical
has shot into the centrestage, and that relates to
the Chief Ministership. Having run an extreme-
ly personalised campaign and staked her claim
to that position, the temptation to assume the
gaddi by way of savouring the moment of her
triumph would indeed be difficult for Ms. Jaya-
lalitha to resist. Whether, as one whose nomi-
nation had been rejected by the electoral

authority on grounds of ‘disqualification’ and |

who carries the stigma of conviction by a court
of law, Ms. Jayalalitha could claim to become
the Chief Minister via an exceptional route —
whatever the strict legal or Constitutional pro-
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vision — is a4 question that raises vital issugs
related ta political morality. She would there-
fore be well-advised and would serve the wider
cause of democratic propriety and the rule of
law by getting the ‘disqualification’ issue settled
through due process of law, rather than venture
to strain or test the delicate Constitutional
scheme affecting the formation of the govern-
ment. On a different level, as the head of the
alliance and as one who has accommodated an
unabashedly Tamil chauvinist and pro-LTTE
prganisation like the PMK, Ms. Jayalalitha who
has a creditable record on this front owes it to
the people of Tamil Nadu and of the nation to
ensure that the outfit is properly reined in.

In giving the Opposition Congress-led
United Democratic Front a more than comfort-
able majority, Kerala has lived up to its ‘tradi-
tion' of not endorsing the incumbent regime a
second time. While the UDF's wriumph was very
much on the cards, its overall tally of seats was
bevond expectations, For its part, the ruling
Left Democratic Front, which found itself swept
off its feet because of a strong anti-establish-

- ment sentiment that could not be neutralised

by the injection of a liberal dose of new faces,
has predictably blamed its sharp reverses on
the large-scale transfer of BJP/RSS votes to the
UDF, particularly to the Congress(l}, as per an
‘undeclared understanding’ between the two.
What needs to be noted is that the UDF’s com-
mendable showing has come in spite of the
open and unseemly inter-factional squabbling
during the run-up to the poll, with an old war-
horse like Mr. K. Karunakaran rising in revolt
only to settle some personal scores. Now that
the party would be making it to the helm, the
obvious candidacy of Mr. A. K. Antony to that
top position cannot be ignored.

In West Bengal, the Left Front’s exemplary
performance, coining as it did against the back-
drop of apprehensions of a likely dent in pop-
ular  clout following Mr. Jyot Basu's
‘retirement’, is verily an endorsement of the
new Chief Minister, Mr. Buddadeb Bhatrachar-
jee, whose admirable style of functioning,
marked by a no-nonsense and hands-on ap-
proach, would seem to have had a salutary im-
pact on the wurban as well as the rural
population. The CPI(M)’s strong and deeply en-
trenched organisational machinery has appar-
ently stood it in good stead and helped it in
countering the challenge posed by the uneasy,
opportunism-driven Trinamool-Congress(l) al-
liance impased from ‘above’ on the unwilling
cadres. Ms. Mamata Bannerjee’s high stakes
gamble has failed miserably.

In Assam, it is a case of the Congress(i} scor-
ing over a tie-up between the ruling, and totaily
discredited, Asom Gana Parishad and a BjP that
was fired by an ambition to capture power at
any cost. For the BJP, which has a shared chau-
vinistic interest with the AGP in the much-taut-
ed and highly sensitive ‘immigrants’ issue, it
was a repeat of its Karnataka experience not
long ago when the party struck a deal with the
Janata Dal (United) for the Assembly poll, only
to sink together.

Politically speaking, the Congressil) has
much to feel satisfied about the outcome; the
party is all set to form governments in Kerala,
Assam and possibly also in Pondicherry and it is
a constituent of the successful combine in Ta-
mil Nadu. As for the National Democratic Alli-
ance, although the BIP itself is not a dominant
player in the States, there can be no denying
that the national coalition as a whole has suf-
fered a terrible loss of face, given that its key
allies heading governments in Tamil Nadu and
Assam — and on whom it was riding piggyback
—- have met with a disaster at the hustings. The
political consequences of the electoral slap can-
not but have a negative effect on the morale
and functioning of the Vajpayee Government,
even if the Lok Sabha atithmetic remains un-

affected for now. //
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SEATS .

» Alipur /y ( Tapas Pal (Trinamul) ;
» Alipurduar Nirmal Das {RSP) :
» Amdanga sim Abdul Halim (CPM)
rAmta Pratyush Mukherjee (CPM) :
rAraidanga Sabitri Mitra (Congress) |
+Arambagh Binoy Dutta (CPM)
»Arsa - Not available
rAsansol Kalyan Banerjee (Trinamul}
»Ashokenagar Sharmistha Dutta (CPM}

WINNERS., SEATS ﬂ?.\

: rKandi

WINNERS

Shanta Chettri (GNLF)
Gokul Roy (FB}

P.Roy {Congress)

N.C. Sarkar (RSP}

» Kumarganj Khatun Mafuja {CPM}
' Kharba M.H. Badal {Congress)
»Kaliachak A. K.Chowdhury (Congress)
Atish Sinha {Congregss)

' Kurseong

» Karandighi

» Kaliaganj (SC)

» Kushmandi (SC)

! +Khargram (SC)Biswanath Mondocl (CPM)

rAurangabad Humayun Reza (Gongress) :

»Aushgram (SC}

K.C. Bag {CPM) :
: » Krishnaganj (SC)

! vKultali (SC)

»Karimpur
+ Kaligunj

P. K. Bhowmik (CPM)
Dhananjoy Modak (RSP}
Sushil Biswas (CPM)
» Krishnanagar East S, Mukherjee (Trinamul)
»Krishnanagar West  S. K. Ghosh (CPM)
P. Purakait (SUCI)

» Kulpi (SC) J. Haldar (Trinamul)

! sKakdwip Manturam Pakhira (Trinamul}

» Baduria Abdul Gaffar (Congress)
» Balurghat B. Chowdhury (RSP)
»Bagdaha (SC) Kamalakshi Biswas {(FB} :
»Barasat Ashok Mukherjee (Trinamul)
» Baruipur Undeclared :
»Barwan Amalendralal Roy (RSP}
» Basanti (SC) Subhas Naskar {RSP) :
» Basirhat Narayan Mukherjee (CPM) :

+ Beldanga Golam Kibria Miya (Congress) |

»Berhampur Maya Rani Pal {Congress) |
» Bhagabangola Not available |
» Bhangar Badal Zamader (CPM)
» Bharatpur id Mohammad (RSP) |

» Bishnupur East
» Bishnupur West

D. Mondal {Trinamul} |
- 8. Bakshi {Trinamul) :

i »Kashipur (ST}

»Bishnupwur  Jayanta Chowdhury {CPM)
+Behala East Parash Dutta (Trinamul)
»Behala West P, Chatterjee (Trinamul} :
' Bongaon Pankaj Ghosh ({CPM) :
»Budge Budge  Ashoke Deb (Trinamul)
» Bijpur Jagadish C. Das (CPM)
+Bhatpara Arjun Singb (Trinamul)
+ Baranagar Amar Chowdhury {(RSP)
» Belgachia East S, Chakrabarty (CPM)
» Burrabazar Tapas Roy (Trinamul)

» Bowbazar N. Bandhopadhyay {Trinamul}

» Ballygunge Rabin Deb {CPM)
»Beliaghata Manab Mukherjee (CPM)
» Burtola Sadhan Pandey (Trinamul)
»Belgachhia West  Rajdeo Goala (CPM)
» Bally Kanika Ganguly {(CPM)
»Bagnan Nirupama Chatterjee (CPM)

»Bansberia

<

A. Mukhopadhyay [CPM) |

+Balagarh {SC) Dibakanta Racuth (CPM) :

» Bhagabangola

M. Rahaman (WBSP) |

+ Binpur {ST) Not available
» Banduan(ST) U. Hansda (CPM}
» Balrampur (ST) - Not available !
»Barjora S. Biswas (CPM)
rBankura Kashninath Misra (Trinamul)
» Barahani Manik Upadhyay (Trinamul)
» Bhatar Subhas Mondal (CPM)

»Burdwan North  Nisith Adhikary (CPM) :

» Burdwan South

Nirupam Sen (CPM) :

» Bolpur Tapan Hore (RSP)
»Chopra Hamidul Rehman (Ind)

» Coochbehar North Deepak Sarkar (FB) :
» Coochbehar West  Akshay Thakur {FB) :
» Chapra S.1. Moilah (CPM) :
» Chakdah

» Canning West {SC) G. Naskar (Trinamul
» Canning East Abdur R. Molla (CPM

» Cossipur Tarak Banerjee (Trinamul
+Chowringhee S. Mukherjee (Trinamul
» Chanditala Bhaktaram Pan (CPM} :
»Champdani  Abdul Mannan {(Congress) |

» Chandannagar K. Mukherjee (Congress)} :

S. Chakrabarty (CPM) |

»Chinsurah Naren Dey (FB
» Chandrakona Gurupada Dutta (CPM
» Contai North J. Kar {TRinamul
+» Contai South S. Adhikary (Trinamul)
»Chhatna . Not available
+Dhupguri {SC) Lakhikanta Roy (CPM) :
» Darjeeling D.K. Pradhan {(GNLF) :
» Dinhata Kamal Guha {FB} :
»Domkal  Anisur Rahman Sarkar (CPM) :

"+ Katwa

. +*Madarihat (ST}

» Khardah Asim Dasgupta (CPM) |
» Kamarhati Manas Mukherjee (CPM)
* Kabitirtha  Rampyare Ram (Congress)
» Kalyanpur Asit Mitra (Congress)

» Khanakul {SC) Banshi B. Maitra (CPM)
» Khejuri (SC) Not available
» Keshpur (SC) Nanda Rani Dal (CPM)
»Kharagpur Town G. S. S. Pal {Congress)
rKharagpur Rural Nazmul Haque (CPM)
» Keshiari (ST : Not available
Not available

Manasi Ghosh (CPM)
Maniklal Acharya (FB)
Ankure Saresh (CPM)
Not available

Anju Kar (CPM)

R. N. Chatterjee (Congress)
» Ketugram (SC) Tamal C. Majhi (CPM)
' Lalgola Abu Hena (Congress)
» Labhpur N. Mukherjee (CPM)
» Mekhliganj (SC) P.C. Adhikary (FB)
Not available~

» Kotulpur

» Kulti

s Kanksa (SC)

* Khandaghosh (SC)
*Kalna

+ Mainaguri Bachchamohan Roy (RSP)
»Ma! (ST) Somra Lakra (CPM)
*Mathabhanga Dinesh C, Dakua (CPM)
+ Malda Subhendu Chowdhury (CPM)
» Manichak Ashima Chowdhury (CPM)
» Murshidabad Chhaya Ghosh (FB)
»Maheshtala M. Molla (CPM)
*Mograhat West Noorar Rahman (CPM)

»Mograhat East (SC) Bansari Kanji (CPM)
» Mandir Bazar {(SC)C. N. Jatua (Trinamul}

» Mathurapur Kanti Ganguly (CPM)
» Manicktola Paresh Pal {Trinamul)
» Moyna Dipak Bera (CPM)
» Mahishadal Dipak K. Ghosh {Trinamul)}
» Mugberia Kironmoy Nanda (WBSP)
» Midnapur Purnendu Sengupta (CPI)
r Manbazar M. Shamyapyari (CPM
i »Memari Tapas Chattopadhyay (CPM

+ Manteswar
» Mangalkot
» Mahammad Bazar
» Mayureswar (SC)
r Murarai

» Nagrakata (ST}

» Natabari (SC)

Abu Ayes Mondal (CPM}
Sadhana Mallik (CPM
Dhiren Sen (CPM
Bishnu Let {CPM)

Qamre llahat (CPM)

" Chaitan Munda (CPM

Tamsher Ali (CPM

! »Nabagram Nripen Chowdhury (CPM

i +Naoda Abu Taher Khan (ind
»Nakashipara Kallol Khan (Trinamul}
» Nabadwip P. Saha (Trinamul}
»Naihati Ranjit Kundu (CPM)
»Noapara Manju Bose (Trinamul}
» Nandanpur S. Mahapatra (Trinamul)
» Nandigram .M. Sheikh (CPM)
» Narghat B. Nanda (WBSP)
»Narayangarh  Suryakanta Misra (CPM)
*Nayagram (ST} Bhutnath Soren (CPM)
*Nadanghat Ratan Das (CPM)
»Nanur (SC) Ananda G. Das (CPM}
»Nalhati Kalimuddin Shams (FB}
»Onda Anil Mukherjee {FB)
» Phansidewa (ST) Prakash Minj (CPM)
+Palashipara Kamalendu Sanyal (CPM)
» Patharprotima Jajneswar Das (CPM)

+Deganga NMd Yagub {FB) :
» Diamond Harbour Rishi Haldar (CPM}

» Dum Dum Arunava Ghosk (Trinamul)

» Dhakuria " Saugata Roy (Trinamul) :
» Domjur Padmanidhi Dhar (CPM) :
» Dhaniakhali(SC) Kripasindhu Saha (FB) :
» Daspur Ajit Bhunia {Trinamul] :
»Debra Not available |

vDantan Nandagopal Bhattacharya (CPI)

: rPanihati Nirmal Ghosh (Trinamul
» Panchla Saijen Mondal (CPM
» Pandua Ali Sheikh Majed (CPM})
r Polba Azizur Rahman {Trinamul
» Pursurah Nimai Mal {CPM).

» Durgapur-| Mrinal Banerjee {CPM) !
» Durgapur-Il A. Mukherjee (Trinamul)
 Dubrajpur Bhaktipada Ghosh (FB) !
» English Bazar Samar Roy (CPM] :
» Entally Md Salim (CPM} !
rEgra i - P.B. Sinha {Ind] :
» Falakata {SC} Not available :
»Farakka Moinul Hag (Congress} !
»Falta Tamanash Ghosh (Trinamul} :
» Goalpukur Hafiz Alam Sairani {FB) :
» Gangarampur Narayan Biswas (CPM) !
»Gajol (ST) Not available
»Gaighata  Jyotipriya Mallik (Trinamul} |
» Gosaba(SC) Ganesh Maondalt (RSP} :
» Garden Reach Md Amin (CPM) :
»Goghat (SC) Shiba Prasad Mallick (FB) :
» Ghatal(SC) . Ratan Pakhira ({CPM) :
+Garbeta East Sushanta Ghosh [CPM)
»Garbeta West  Krishna P. Duley (CPM) :

» Gopiballavpur
» Gangajalghati {SC}

B.S. Hatial (CPM) :
Not available

» Galsi Mehbub Mondal (FE)
» Goghat {SC) Not availahle ;
» Habibpur {ST) Jadu Hemrom (CPM} :

+Harishchandrapur A. Mostaqg (Congress) |

i Hariharpara
» Hanskhali (SC}

Niyamat Sheiih (Ind) :
Nayan Sarkar (CPM) :

+Haringhata Bankim Ghosh (CPM) !
+Habra Amitava Nandi (CPM) :
»Hasnabad - Gautam Deb (CPM) |
»Haroa (SC) Kshiti R. Mondal (CPM) |

»Hingalganj ($C) Gayen Nipen (Trinamul) |
»Howrah North Lagan Deo Singh (CPM) :

+ Howrah Central
rHowrah South

» Jamalpur {SC} Samar Hazra (CPM)

A. Banerjee (Trinamuj) :
Badal Bose (CPM) :

+ Panskura West C. Dasthakur (CPM)
» Panskura East B. Chowdhury (Trinamul}

» Patashpur K.D. Mahapatra (CPI
rPingla R.P. Samanta (ind
» Purulia N. Mukherjee (CPM
» Para (SC) B. Sahis (CPM)
» Purbasthali Subrata Bhowal {CPM)

+Raniganj (5C)
» Raiganj (SC)

B. G. Chowdhury {CPM)
Not available

»Ratua Sailen Sarkar (CPM)
+ Ranaghat East (SC) Ashim Bala {CPM)
» Ranaghat West S. Singh (Congress)

» Rajarhat {SC) Tanmoy Mondal (Trinamul)
» Rashbehari S, Chattopadhyay(Trinamul)

» Ramnagar : Not available
» Raghunathpur {SC) U.R. Bouri (CPM)
»Raipur (ST) Upen Kisku (CPM)

» Ranibandh (ST) Makar Tudu (CPM)
rRaniganj Bansagopal Chowdhury(CPM)

» Raina Shyama Prosad Pal (CPM)
» Rajnagar {SC) Bijoy Bagdi (FB)
» Rampurhat A. Banerjee {Trinamul)
+ Rajganj J.N. Roy (CPM)

» Sitalkuchi (SC) Sudhir Pramanik (CPM)

» Siliguri Asoke Bhattacharya(CPM)
»Sital ~ Nipendranath Roy{Congress)
r Sujapur Ruby Noor [Congress)
» Suti Jane Alam Miya (RSP)

+ Sagardighi {(SC) Paresh Nath Das (CPM)
» Shantipur Ajay Dey (Congress)
»Swarupnagar Mustafa B. Gasim (CPM)
»Sandeshkhali {SC) Kanti Biswas (CPM)
»Sonarpur (SC) N.C. Mondal{Trinamul)
+Satgachhia Sonali Guha(Trinamul)
»Sagar Bankim C. Hazra {Trinamul)

» Shyampukur Subrata Bose {FB}
»Sealdah Somen Mitra (Congress)
» Shibpur Jatu Lahiri (Trinamul)
*Sankrall (SC) Sital Sardar (Trinamul)
i +Shyampur Kalipada Mondal (Trinamul)
i »Srirampur _Ratan De Nag (Trinamul)
+Singur R. Bhattacharya {Trihamul)
» Sutahata (SC) : “N. Bera (CPM)
»Sabang Not available
» Salbani Khagendra N. Mahato (CPM)

»Haripal Kaliprasad Biswas (CPM) :
»Hura Avinash Mahato (CPM) |
r Hirapur -Moloy Ghatak {Trinamul} :
» Hasan (SC) Not available
islampur Md Farugque Azam {(CPM} :
»{tahar Srikumar Mukherjee {CPM) :
+ Indpur {SC) Kiriti Bagdi (CPI) :
»Indas (SC} Nanda Dulal Majhi (CPM)
r Jalpaiguri Gobindo Roy (FB) !
»Jangipur Abul Hasnat (RSP) :
» Jalangi Unus Ali Sarkar (CPM)
+Joynagar D.B. Sarkar (Ind) !
»Jadavpur B. Bhattacharjee (CPM) |
+Jagaddal Haripada Biswas {FB) :
»Jorabhagan Sudhangsu Sil (CPM)
»Jorasanko S. Bajaj (Trinamul)
rJagatballavpur  B. Chakraborty (CPM)
rJangipara’ ibha Dey (CPM)
vJhargram Mina Santani (CPM)
rJhalda Nepal Mahato (Ind)
vJaipur €. Mahato ({Congress)
» Jamuria Pelab Kabi (CPM)

r Kumargram {ST) Dasharath Tirkey (RSP) |

+Kalchini (ST) Not available |
»Kranti Sudhan Raha (CPM)
» Kalimpong Goulan Lepcha (GNLF)

“rUluberia North

» Sonamukhi (SC) Sukhendu Khan (CPM)

+ Suri Braja Mukherjee (CPM)
»Tufanganj {SC) Pushpa C. Das (CPM)
rTapan {ST) ~ Khara Soren {RSP)
» Titagarh Praveen K. Shaw(CPM)

+ Tollygunge P. Bandhopadhyay(Trinamul)

» Taltola (SC) Debesh Das (CPM)
» Tarakeshwar Pratim Chatterjee {Ind)
» Tamiuk Nirbed Roy {Trinamul)
» Taldangra Manoranjan Patra (CPM)

Mohan Mondal (CPM)
» Uluberia South Rabin Ghosh (FB)
»Udaynarayanpur N. Chowdhury (CPM)
» tarpara Swaraj Mukherjee (Trinamul
» Ukhra (SC) Madan Bauri (CP,

Vidyasagar Lakshikanta Dey g
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Win some, lose some..
It’s party time for Amma i\ (

By Swati Das \&\
DMK

The Times of India News Service
CHENNAL The doors of the Poes Garden residence of A
chief J. Jayalalitha, normally closed for visitors, were on Sunday thrown
open fo all. Jubilant party workers swarmed the fortress-ike bungalow
to celebrate the party’s massive victory in the state assembly poils.

However, the smile on the faces of the AIADMK workers betrayed
a sense of relief, for. the contest between the party and the ruling DMK
was predicted to be a close one. Indeed. the margin of victory came as
a pleasant surprise to gven the die- hard AIADMK supportor. I knew
we were going to win. But this is a fantastic surprise.” said a partyman,
bursting crackers to herald yet another AIADMK regime in the state,
whiie his colfeagues danced through the day.

Sweets were distributed to everyone visible. For once. even the usu-
ally hostile black-cats und secunty personzel dropped their guard,
although not literally. For, they too seemed to be enjoving the spectacle
of the celebrations.

Not wanting to miss out on the fun, Ms Jayalalitha came out soon. Clad
in a peacock-green saree, with a broad smile being a permanent fixture
on her face, the ATADMK chief was confidence-personified as she field-
ed questions hurled at her by the waiting mediapersons. [ accept the ver-
dict of the people with bowed head and [olded hands in all humility. T
expected this landslide victory because 1 could feel the
mood of the people wherever | went.” she said. poing-
ing out that a victory of such magnitude meant that the
cxpectations of the people were high and that she
would have to work hard 1o rise 1o that level,

Ms Jayalalitha attributed the landslide victory of
her front to the “non-performance of the DMK gov-
ernment” and the fact that the DMK was hehind the
rejection of her nomination papers. Besides, she said
the Karunanidhi government had indulged in “mas-
sive corruption”, prompting people to look to the
ATADMEK to set things in order.

When asked how she would deal with the Centre, Ms
Javalalitha said, “Nothing can be achieved by pursuing
a poticy of confrontation, I will try 1o extract the maximum for the devel-
opment of Tamil Nadu.” She claimed that she would take up the issues of
carrupnon, closure of hundreds of factories, water scarcity and the tree
run of anti-social elements in the state with the NDA government.

Certainly, it has been a crushing victory for her slogan. “Makkal Tirpe
Mahesan Tirpe” (People’s vendict 5 God's verdict).

Credit is being given to the way Ms Jayalalitha shrowedly cobbled
together a formidable front and how she played her alhiance arithmetic.
But it is clear that. more than anything else. it is a vole for Ms
Jayalalitha as a leader.

Vanquished Tami] Nadu chief minister M. Karunanidhi on Sunday
said he was not bothered about Ms Jayalalitha taking over the mantle
from him. The AIADMK leader was barred from contesting the polls
after being convicled for corruption. On repeated questioning, the
DMK leader, who had said that it would be his fast elections, remarked,
“I don’t know. I am not bothered.”

The AIADMK leader, who had sought votes in the name ol her men-
tor, one-time co-star and former chief minister M.G. Ramachandran,
has convinced voters that she can deliver.

J. Jayalalitha

TALE OF TWO CAMPS

%

that’s politics for yvou

Didi left licking her wounds_ )+

By Ronojoy Sen r)
The Times of India News Service

KOLKATA: Hoy ebar noy rever (now or never ), the hoarding at the
entrance of Harish Chatterjee Street, the lane made famous by
Trinamut Congress chief Mamata Banerjec, said it all. As news of the
Congress-Trinamul combine falling behind in the race 10 Writers’
Building trickled in. the woman who had given her all to break the red
citaded in the state was nowhere to be scen.

Trinamul supporters and media persons began gathering in tromt of
Ms Banerjee’s Harish Chatterjee Street residence trom carly in the
morning on Sunday. But the mood turned sombre soon, as news about
the Left Front emerging victorious filtered in. “We can only win under
President’s rule. People were not allowed to vote.” grumbled Trinamul
state secretary Madan Mitra, trying to console himsclf. and his shocked
partymen.

By noon, when it became ¢lear that there was no realistic chance of
a Trinamul win, shock enveloped the entire mohalla. As if to confirm
the bad news, in walked actress Madhabi Mukherjee at around 2 pan.,
alleging that there was massive rigging in Jadavpur and the chicf minis-
ter had personally supervised it. The mood turnest slightlv better a few
minutes later as actor Tapas Pal. the wianer {from Alipur. marched in,
covered in green and gulal. Some more winners came in to pay their
respects to Ms Banerjee. But the Trinamul leader,
downing her sorrow in endless cups of i2a. had shut
herself in a room and was glued 1o the TV “There is
no place for disappomtment in politics.” mayor
Subrata Mukherjee conscled his leader before leav-
ing to collect his winner's certificate.

But as the sun began 1o dip, it was apparent that Ms
Banerjee would not meet the press as scheduled. She
was reportedly in mood to ralk. Parts leaderns
Sobhandev and Pankaj, addressing presspersons,
informed that Ms Banerjee had offered her resigna- |
tion as party chief. i

While little was being said in the Trii: . 1wl camp. at
a niearby road the Left Front w.:« r.ag out a pro-
cession 1o celebrate its victory. How times chanua! Unly @ few days
back, it had scemed like the moment was ripe for a change in West
Bengal. But the moment has seemingly passed, leaving Ms Banerjee at
the crossroads of her tumuohuocus pohitical career.

The debacle has left Ms Banerjee with few options. Asihicugh an
NDA leader had said a few days ago that Ms Banerjee ¢uld return if
she wanted to, she is unlikely to go back to the NDA {old. Bul with a
section of her party, led by Ajit Panja, certain (o return to the NDA
camp, a split is likely in the party. In such circumstances, Ms Banerjee
might be left with no alternative but to re-ioim the Congress,

In the final analysis, she failed to match the image of chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya who had retused to even take her name dur-
ing his election campaign. The suave Mr Bhattacharya projected the
image of the quintessential well-meaning ‘bhadralok’ (gentleman) who
meant business. Ms Banerjee, on the other hand. lost sevcral brownie
nednts by denouncing Mr Bhattacharyva s a “mafia boss™ who super-
viseid the “nigging of the election.” Her autocratic styke and selection of |
candidates are certain to be criticised withip4@r own party, now that |

!
|

Mam Baéljee

she has heen proved wrong

—rr
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| Jiolence ('I(ums
thirteen lires

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: About 65 per cent
ol the clectorate wvoled in
Thursday’s cne-day poil for the
legislative assemblies of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, West
Bengal and Assam in what Chief
Election Commissioner Manchat
Singh Gill termed a “satisfactory™
day. Counting of votes will begin
on Sunday morning,

Mr Gill had, he made clear, been
prepared for far more violence
. than took place. Thirteen people
lost their lives—six in Assam,
including two secunty personnel.
five in West Bengal, one in Kerala,
and one in 4 stampede in
Pondicherry. Dozens were injured.
albeit not seriously for the most
part, in group clashes.

The polls were essentially peace-
ful and satisfactory. Mr Gill said.
commending the chiet election
officers of all four states and
Pondicherry for an “excellent” job,

The ECT had approved repolling
4 in 64 voter stations i Assam and
11 in West Bengal by the close of
Thursday, with some more likely to
be added o the list on Friday, when

polls in Kolkata on Thursday.

i

Police persennel drag away a man accused of rigging in the assembly

all reports come in.

The approximate poll percent-
age turnout, says the ECI, was 58 in
Tamil Nadu, 73 in Kerala, 71 in
Bengal, 65 in Assam and 65 in
Pondicherry, for an overall voter
turnout of 65 per cent. The repolls
will be on Saturday and counting
of votes begins on Sunday morn-
ing. Since all, barring Assamn, voted
entirely through electronic voting
machines, the final tallies should be
out speedily, within a few hours.

Voting is for all 140 seats in

Kerala, all 234 in Tamil Nadu. all 30
in Pondicherry, all 294 in West
Bengal and 125 of Assam’s 126
seats. Voting was countermanded
in one place after a BJP candidate
was  killed by insurgents
Incumbent chief ministers are
seeking a fresh personal mandate
in all states, except Kerala. In the
latter, chief minister E.K. Nayanar
and many of his senior colleagues
are stepping down. although their
party and its allics are vigorously
seeking re-election.

oter turnout in assemblv poll is 6D p. .C..
*:_._ e _l The two security personnet Klled

in Assarn were ambushed by insur-
gents in Karbi Anglonyg district and
aconvoy of siaie potice and Central
Reserve Police Forew was attacked.
In the heavy exchange of fire, a
state police sub-inspector and a
CRPF head constable were killed
as was a civilién driver. Two other
CRPY constables were injured in a
scparate incident at Bokajan.

As for the other three civilians
kifled i Assam. tau were Bodo
tritral teenagers who died when an
insurgent group, wanting to disrupt
polling, attacked voters with cut-
ting weapons at Kokrajhar. Two
other Bodos were mjured and an
elderly Adieast dicd in a drink-
fuelled clash at Grossaigaon.

Central and state poll authorities
had feared there might be much
more o handle than this, given the
determined offort by insurgents of
the United Liberation Front of
Asom to disrupt all voting, More
than 30,000 well-armed security
personnel had bheen deploved all
over the staie te onsure against this,

The Bengal dead were all in dif- !
ferent arcas and included supporters |
of the ruling CPI (M) and the chal- |
lenger, Trinamul Congress. Police
had to open fire briefly at three
places 1o quell threats to polling and
also made » number of arrests,
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LAl set forg) .
- Assembly Alls

NEW DELHI, MAY 9. Th:! 5 ag is Set

for polls in five States jormorrow

in whal is being dubbedvas "“mini
" general elections” amid unprece-
dented security in Assam where

pre-poll violence has claimed 37

lives. ?, e A L

Besides Asdam police and pa-
ra-military forces have been de-
pPloyed in all sensitive areas in

Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal

and the Union Territory of Pon-

dicherry where ap estimated 13-

crore voters will exercise their

franchise in 823 Assembly con-

stituencies. Prominent among the

5,000-0dd candidates are the
i Chief Ministers of Assam, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal.

For the first time, electronic
voting machines are being used
on a largescale in all constituen-
cies — except in Assam -— on a
trial basis.

In Assam, unprecedented secu-
rity arrangements have been
made at 17,654 polling stations in
view of the ULFA militants in-
dulging in largescale pre-poll vio-
lence.

Polling will be held for 234 seats
in Tamil Nadu, 294 in West Ben-
gal, 140 in Kerala, 125 in Assam
i and 30 in Pondicherry.

By-elections to three Lok Sabha
seats of Tiruchirapalli in Tamil
Nadu, Shahjabanpur in Uttar Pra-
desh and Midnapore in West Ben-
gal will also be held. ;

By-elections to two Assembly
constituencies, Kshetrigao (Mani-
pur) and Banamalipur (Tripura), f
will be held on May 10 and May |
11 respectively. — PTI
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Our Correspondentgj
GUWAHAT! 10 MAY

OLLING IN Assam was
Plargely violence-free  on

Thursday. However, n two
separate incidents, six people were
Kkilled, induding two security men
and four civilians, while seven
people were seriously injured.
Over 60,000 secu- g
ritymen were |
deployed in the
state.

Assam chief
minister PK.
Mahanta, who is
contesiing  from
twWo constituendies
at Dispur in
Guwahaii an

from Barhampur
in Nagaon district |
(ald ET that the
peaceful poliing
and entbusiastic
participation by
people is a vote
“against violence
and against mili-
1apt outfits like

Ulta and some [
Bodo units.
Mr Mahanta

said he is sure of
forming the next
government with the help of part-
ners like BJE ABSU and ASDC
(Holi Ram Tarang).

Assam Additional PGP {opera-
tion) G.M. Srivastava said overall.
the voting in the state was peace-
ful because of extensive patrolling
of vulnerable areas in the Indo-
Bhutan border and sensitive dis-

-
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tricts of upper Assam.

He said they were able to con-
{ain the movement of the militants
groups, specially Ulfa and NDFB.

He said in Deoparl ared under
Bokajaan police slation in Karbi
Angloug, three people were killed
when suspected UPDS militants
ambushed a CRPF patrolling party

and killed one
CRPE jawan, one
Assam Police conl-
stable and a cvil-
jan driver while in
another incidence
of violence three
persons were
killed in Kokrajhar
district, incuding
two Bodos and
one Santhal, when
clashes between
the two communi-
ties started.

Offictals from
the Unifie
| Command head-
i quarters said

deployment of the
army and other
paramilitary forces
in lower Assam
and some pockets
of upper Assam,
coupled with aeti-
al surveillance, enabled them 10
contain the activities of Ulfa,
which had threatened to disrup’
the polls, gpecially in areas ©
Nalbari. Some miscreants, Wit
their faces covered with the tradi
tional gamocha, tried to intimidas
voters in Dharamptr constituendcy
of Nalbari.
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‘f STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
' NEW D\ELHI, May 10. - De-

. gpite her best efforts, Miss Ma-

. mata Banerjee appeared to

. have fallen short of her target ..

! to reach Writers’ Buildings, ex-

it polls indicated, with the Left
Front just managing to cling to .

i

Waest Bengal

power with a projected 150 ©

! seats predicted for it.

ted the state’s tally of seats.

the party with reason to cheer,

: combine in Tamil Nadu.

Conducted by the Develop- ; -
. ment and Research Services for ©
" Doordarshan and Zee TV, the - -
exit polls, however, are indica-
tive of the final results, and ¢

may not be completely aceu-

are, however, more accurate
- . than pre-voting opinion polls,
- which have been largely pre-
dicting similar results in the
past few weeks,

. With key contenders in both
| West Bengal and Tamil Nadu
. running neck-and-neck in
" terms of voting percentage, it
was possible the final results
could be marginally different
i from the exit poll predictions.

| In Tamil Nadu, the ruling
; DMK alliance, a part of the rul-
ing NDA combine at the Cen-
tre, was being projected to lose
power, despite having consider-
ably narrowed the gap.in re-
cent weeks, and would manage
 to win 105 seats, the poll
indicated; while Miss Jayalali-
tha-led AIADMK front was ex-
pected to win 125 seats. Per-
centage wise, the alliances
were running very close, with
47 per cent for the DMK front
while the AIADMK front man-
aged to garner 48 per cent.
Four seats are projected to go

-

Although they managed to . .
garner the same percentage of @~
voten as the Left Front — 44 per = :
cent — the Trinamul-Congress : :
combine wag expected to man- |
age victory in around 138 seats, | °
o of the total 294 in West Bengal -
legislature. Six ‘others’ comple- | -

Elsewhere, the exit palls sug- -
' gested that the Congress was =~

heing projected as clear win- -
ners in both Kerala and Assam, . :
and on the winning side of the : °

rate, the conductors warned, @
with the possibility of a three : -
per cent margin of error. They

DMK + Alties
Othars

to others, notably Mr Vaiko's
MDMK who walked out of the
DMK alliance in the state
while remaining with the NDA
at the Centre.
Anti-incumbency appears to
have weighed heavily against
the ruling LDF combine in Ker-
ala with the exit polls predict-
ing a sweeping two-thirds vic-
tory for the Congress-led UDF,
projected to win 100 seats in
the 140-seat legislature. The
LDF was expected to win 37
seats, while three ‘others’ com-
pleted the tally.

In Assam alsoe, anti-incum-
bency factor played a signifi-
cant role, with exit polls show-
ing a resurgent Congress gain-
ing a tally of 60 seats, while the
ruling AGP which recently al-
lied with the BJP expected to
win 33 seats. Significantly, in
this state the number of ‘other-
g could tilt the scales, depend-
ing on their affinities, with a
projected 32 seats. There wag a

KARUNANIDHI BUT
AIADMEK + Alliss

engal keeps Left; Assam,
Kerala vote Congress’

BUDDHADEV STAYS
Left Frant 150
Cong-Trinamul 138
Dthars b
NAYANAR DUT
UDF 100
LBF 17
Others 3
Assam MAHANTA DUT
ﬁf" Congress 60 -
&» AGP-BJP n
& Dthors 2
Tamil Nady

125
105
4

PONDICHERRY: The exit poll predicted the vote share, not
seat outcome. The DMK front is likely to pet 40% votes,
TMC-Cang, 28% and AIADMK front 25%

12 per cent swing towards the
Congress, with its percentage
vote share in the state rising to
42 per cent, the polls indicated.
The Union Territory of Pondi-
cherry brought a tiny ray of
hope to the ruling NDA com-
bine with the DMK projected to
win the largest share of seats.
At the BJP headquarters in
New Delhi, spokesmen ap-
peared to be at a loss for words
to explain the projected resulis,
choosing to pass off the exit poll
predictions as “indicators.” Ac-
cording to Mr J P Mathur, “th-
ere can be differences in the.
projections between the re-
gions, for example, differences
in upper and lower Assam.”
‘While the Prime Minister has
recently said these Assembly
elections were not a referen-
dum on his government's per-
formance, it was clear a re-
juvenated Congress would add
to the government’s woes in the
Monsoon session of Parliament. .
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By Our Specml Qorrespondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. About 13 crore
voters in Tamil Nadu, West Ben-
gal, Kerala and Assam, and the
UInion Territory of Pondicherry
today exercised their franchise for
the Assembly polls, in what is be-
ing lermed as a “mini-geneval
elections” and whose gulcome is
expected to influence political
equations at the Centre,

The polls passed off peacefully,
barring some incidents in West
Bengal and Assam in which nine
persons lost their lives, belving
earlier apprehensions of large-
scale viclence.,

While the poll percentage in
Kerala was as high as 73 per cent,
it was 58 per cent in Tamil Nadu.
West Bengal recorded a 71 per
cenl voter furnout and it was 65
per cent in Assam and Pondicher-
TV,

The poils would make or mar
the fortunes of a number of lead-
ers. These include the West Ben-
gal Chief Minister, Mr,
Buddadheb Bhattacharjee, the
Assam Chief Minister, Mr. Praful-
ia Kumar Mahanta, the Tamil Na-
du  Chief Minister, Mr. M.
Karupanidhi, the former Kerala
Chief Minister, Mr. A. K. Antony,
as well as Ms. Jayalalitha and Ms.
Mamata Banerjee, who are not in
the clectora) fray.

Expressing satisfaction over the
conduct of the polling, the Chief
Flection Commissioner, Dr. M. S.
Gill, said reports received by the
Commission so far indicated an
average turnout of 65 per cent.

Al a press conference, Dr. Gill
said three persens died in poll-
related incidents in West Bengal
and six were killed in Assam in
wo separate incidents. (Reports
from Kolkata mentioned five
deaths while those from Guwaha-
ti said five persons died.) There
was a paipable sense of relief that
the Assam poll exercise passed off
relatively peacefully.

The ULFA- inspired violence
had claimed as many as 37 lives in
the run-up 1o the elections. The

. NINE KILLED IN V|0LE\<CE REPOLUNG IN 75 BOOTHS

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, the AIADMK general secretary, Ms. Jayalalitha, the Assam Chief Minister,
Mr. P.K. Mahanta, and the West Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, casting their votes on Thursday.

The Trinamool leader, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, talking to
reporters at Midnapore... the real contestant who
did not cast her vote. — AFP

strategy was discerned as being
predicated an a calculation that a
low wrmout would adversely af-
fect the chances of the AGP-BIP
combine; the 65 per cent turnout
can upset many a calculation,

In other incidents, L0 persons
were injured in West Bengal, sev-
en in Assam and 12 in Tamil Na-
du. “Essentially, the polling was
peacefu] and the people voted
with electronic machines and

THE HINDU
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identity cards,” noled a satisfied
Dr. Gili,

After examining the initial re-
ports, the Commission ordered
repolling in 11 polling stations in
West Bengal and 64 in Assam.
“The entire South — Tamil Nadu,
Pondicherry and Kerala — was
peaceful,” the CEC said. Howev-
er, he said more repolls could be
ordered tomorrow.

Te a report about allegations

The Kerala Chief Minister, Mr. E.K. Nayanar (right), and the
Congress leader, Mr. A.X. Antony, cast their ballots in
Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday.

that thousands of voters in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala not being al-
lowed to vote despite having
identity eards, Dr, Gill said the law
was clear that only lhose on the
electoral rolis would be allowed te
vote.

The CEC was also firmly sup-
pottive of the officers wha con-
ducted the polls, He rejected the
suggestion of the Congress leader,
Mr. Kamal Nath, that the West

Bengal Chief Flectoral Officer, Mr.
Sabyasachi Sen, was partial to the
suling Left Front,

“The Commission has full faith
in My, Sen who (s a very fine offi-
cer and has done a tremendous
job. The Chief Electoral Officers
in ail the five States have done an
excellent job. Please do not dra
these officers into any controve
sv,” said Drp'Gill.

More reports, pictures: Pag
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FORGET YOUR STARS, IT's THe HanD THAT RULEs

/ — Mona Chowdhury

Our Kolkata Bureau
KOLKATA 10 MAY

EST BENGAL Poll-2001
has passed off largely
peacefully, except for

the few odd inevitable skirmishes
-- even in Midnapore, where pre-
election carnage had left a trail of
dead.

However, re-polling has so far
been ordered in 11 booths across
the state. Five deaths were report-
ed, despite which over 70 per cent
of the 48,690,870 strong electorate
cast their ballot at 61,538 polling
stations through electronic voting
machines (EVMs).

That, by far, was the general
scene — a fribute to either the
Election Comumission or the Left
Front administration. But there is
still one call that very few are will-
ing to take head on: Will the red
bastion fall or will it remain intact
still? Both the CPI(M) and the
TMC-Congress combine are hyp-
ing themselves up. It stll seems to
be a neck-and-neck fight, heading
for a photo finish.

There was an ususual side to
the polistoo. The gy .
state CPM 8§
heagdquarters at ¥

Alimuddin Street was found fmal-

ising the number of booths where
they could demand re-polling — a
practice, so far largely exdusive to
the Left’s political opponents.

Mr Anil Biswas, the state CPM
secretary said: “We've received
reports of rigging and booth cap-
turing by TMC-Congress activists.
We'll be demanding repolling in
those areas.”

The chief electoral officer of

. the state, Mr Sabyasachi Sen,

hoped that the voting percetage
would rise to 74 per cent when all
reports were received. The chief
minister, Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya, also expected the
total turnout to be 75 per cent.
About the deaths on the day,
Mr Sen said one person was killed
in Barrackpore, two in Bishnupur
{east} and two in Kolkata. The
state election office is yet to take
any firm decision on re-polling.
‘At Alimuddin  Street, Mr
Biswas and most other political

leaders admitted that polling was
by and large peacefui. Right from
mormning, it had looked faixly cer-
tain that there would be a fairly
heavy tummout of voters every-
where,

Kolkata wore a deserted look.
It was a virtual bandh in the dty
on Thursday with the trading
community almost entirelv down-
ing shutters in anticipation of
widespread treuble.

The camp offices of the politi-
cal partes in front of the polling

stations made it amply dlear thatin

and around the dty, there was a
straight fight between the ruling
party and the T™MC. BIP camp
offices were few and far between.
The other interesting {eature was
possibly the active presence of the
TMC booth managers till the end
of the polling at 4 pm.

“The TMC-Congress alliance is
hopelul of an edge over the ruling
Left Front in the West Bengal
assembly elections,” said the state
Congress president, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, immediately after the
polls were over. He thanked voters

for braving
severe intimida-
P tion by the

CPI(M} -led Left Front.

However, the Congress leader
added that the  Election
Commission should have exer-
cised its power more “visibly.” Mr
Mukherjee complained of sporadic
violence, rigging and booth cap-
turing by Left Front supporters
mainly in the Kolkata, Midnapore,
North 24-Parganas, Heogli and
Howrah.

The TMC candidate, Mr Tapas
Roy, daimed that the staic Youth
Congress general secretary, Mr
Tapan Agrawal, had suffered seri-
ous head injuries after being
attacked by CPI{M) supporters in
Chandni Chowk area at around 4
pm.

Reacting to claims that one
person died in Barackpore in a
bomb attack by Trinamool sup-
porters, the state Congress
spokesperson, Mr Prodyut Guha,
said the person died when & bomb
planted in a municipal van, which
he was driving, exploded.

Mamata prefers
Midnapore to
Kolkata, fails

to cast her vote

Qur Kolkata Bureau
KOLKATA 10 MAY
ON THURSDAY  Mamata
Banerjee decided to confine her-
self exclusively to Midnapur —
to the extent of not casting her
vote in Kolkata. Although the
city missed her usual belliger-
ence, the administration in
Midnapore was sure on its Loes.

“My single vote wouldn't
have made much of a difference
when millions have voted for
us,” Ms Banerjee said in
Midnapore. And although many
felt that her strategy of station-
ing herself there was masterly,
chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee couldn’t help tak-
ing a dig at her.

“How can a person who
dreams of being the chief minis-
ter refrain from casting her own
vote? Doesnt that mean that
she doesn't trust the mechanism
of parliamentary democracy,”
Mr Bhattacharjee wondered.

Although Trinamool MP and
party spokesman Sudip
Bandopadhyay alleged large-
scale rigging by the ruling party
in over 4,000 booths across the
state, the party was generally
“upbeat” about the poll
prospects. In some places, over-
enthusiastic supporters even
took out victory processions at
the end of the polling.
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TRAY INCIDENTS of violence ¢
polling in five states ont Thursd.
and 3 in West Bengal, even as the
Kerala and Pondicherry witnessed
Briefing reporters on initial est
Election Commission, Chief Electic
was “more than satisfied” with the
had voted “essentially peacefully.”
Mr Gill said EC had ordered re
Bengal and 64 in Assam in the wa
tices. “More re-polls will be ordere
the five states come in,” he added.
While Kerala recorded the higl
lowed closely by West Bengal at
recorded 65 per cent polling. But”
voter turnout, at 58 per cent.
Violence broke out in the Kari
Assam where 6 were killed and
including 2 CRPF jawan, was kil
polling station in Deohari in Karbi
Kckrajhar, local people are reporte
persons with the intention of riggin
in a retaliatory attack at Gossaigao?
Stray incidents of ballot snarc)
from at least five constituencies in |
In West Bengal, three persons d
ed violence. Two Trinamool Congre:
Iagers of Kasthokhali in South 24 1
tried to indulge in electoral malpra
in a bomb attack in Kumarpara int 3
spatching was reported in some pol
Congress, which alleged widesp
CPI{M) workers in Midnapore, has
Assembly constituencies falling wit!
AICC general secretary Kamal
Thursday, complained that West B
acted “fairly.” The CEC refuted the
ston had “full faith” in Mr Sen and
done a tremendous job.

GETTING THE WRONG END Of THE STick: Police chase miscreant

state Youth Congress general se¢retary Tapan Aggarwal wac att
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nd 65 per cent voter turnout marked
1y. Six deaths were reported in Assam
remaining three states of Tamil Nadu,
largely peaceful polling.

imates and reports available with the
n Commissioner M.S. Gill said the EC
conduction of pollinng as the five staves

-polling in 11 pelling stations in West
ke of violence and electoral malprac-
«d tomorrow (Friday)} as reports from

1est voter turnout at 73 per cent, fol-
71 per cent, Assam and Pondicherry
lamil Nadu recorded a slightly lower

i Anglong and Kokrajhar districts of
12 injured. Three security persons,
ed in a dash with militants near a
Anglong district. In another clash at
[to have overpowered and killed two
4 the polls. Another person was killed
L

iing and rigging were also reported
he north-eastern state,

ied and 10 were injured in poll-relat-
is supporters were lynched by the vil-
‘arganas district when they allegedly
tices. A CPI{M) supporter was killed
forth 24 Parganas. Rigging and ballot
ling stations.

read rigging and booth capturing by
demanded total re-polling in the 37
1in the district,

Nath, who called en Mr Gill on
angal CEO Sabyasachi Sen had not
allegation, saying that the commis-
thar he was a fine officer who had

i at Chandni Chowk where
acked by rival party workers

1] R
'Over-ruled!
EVEN arch electoral rivals can
come to terms — when it
omes 1o breaking rules. Both
PM and Trinamool Congress
orkers were seen merrily
moving inside polling stations
sporting party symbols and
names of candidates, a strict no-
no going in electoral rules.
Police personnel said neither
parties are complaining and
therefore everything goes.

Sound logic

MANAB Mukherjee, the CPM
candidate from Beliaghata and
the state minister for tourism,
was absolutely sure that there
was no electoral malpractice in
his constituency. Why? He had
not heard any sound (read
exploding bombs) since mormn-
ing. “It's been all fair and
soundless,” he daimed.

Short & sweet

IT was brisk business for con-
fectioners. Electronic voting
machines ensured no long
queues and less rime spent at
polling booths. Leaving most
voters with some time on their
hands. And most of them tend-
ed to veer towards the neigh-
bourhood confectioners for a
sweet interlude on the way
back home.

Dead man voting

IT was dead man walking in
Howrah. A voter armed with
voter identity card, ration card
and telephone bill entered a
pelling booth. Oozing confi-
dence. But ir was not to be, The
electeral role showed him to be
dead a year ago. The moral:
Live before you vote in order to
die before you live

Stage fright

ACTRESS Madhavi Mukherjee,
a Trinamool candidate, ran a
high-profile campaign against
chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee in Jadavpur, But
on D-day she faltered, And this
may have just turned the tide
in favour of the chief minister.
Trinamool workers were a dis-
gruntled lot. Their candidate did
a disappearing act on voting
day. With no pep tatk from the
. | star. activists grumbled of being

Parting of ways
with BJP has no
hurt Trinamool

From Page 1

=3

UT THE Left Front is expected
etain control of Writers” Buildings
y winning 150 seats, while tHe
inamool-Congress combine
xpected to bag 138 seats in thy
94-member Assembly.

“Others” are predicted to ge
just about six seats and a 12 pe
cent vote share.

This indicates that Me Mamar

] Swiss-Re.
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IN the last quarter century Indian

elections—both in the states as well

as the Centre—have witnessed 8
public rage, a collective ire, against the
government of the day. While psepholo-
gists call it the anti-incumbency factor
and some of them trace its origins to
1967, inthe common man’s language it is
simply ‘throwing the rascals out” All
trends in the assembly elections 2001,
scheduled to be held next week, indicate
that the electorate wants to simply boot
their respective incompetent govern-
ments out. The message isloud and clegr
enough is enough,

The anger is as palpable in the\two
southern states of Tamil Nadu and Ker-

_ ala, as in the two eastern states of
and West Bengal.

The electorate’s wrath against the
government of the day is irrespective of
political party, its ideology, who the lead-
ers are and their promises. Voters of

Tamil Nadu and Assarn, are as furious

the DMK-NDA alliance and the AGP-

- BJP alliance—as are the voters of Kerala

and West Bengal, against the two Left
Front governments led by the CPI-M.

In fact, the unity in diversity is the
wave of rave against the rulers. Contrary
to expert opinion, this is not a waveless
election. Caste arithmetic is important
and sois the algebra of coalitions, But, the
overriding factor is the definite wave of
anti-incumbency.

Consider, for example, the most efe-

mentary indicator, the negative swing fac-
tor. All the four states, according to the
Quitlook-CMS pre-election survey, regis-
ter a negative swing of over 3 per cent
against the government of the day, aun-
usually large one by any standards.

In fact, in West Bengal the negative
swing is close to 3.5 and in Assam it
touches almost 4.5. Aggregate negative
swing, calculated by adding of “others’
minus the challenger, ends up either dou-
bling the negative swing or increasing it
by one-and-a-half times. The negative
swing, in comparison to the last elections,
is the best measure of the ire against the

INDIAN ELECTOR

Présiding officers armed with EVMs set out for pelling booths in 1

government. The wave isnot discernably  government. Interest
infavour of any particular political party. It tor acts as the comma
issimply awave of anger against the l[6cal  the voters in this cow

against their regional party coalitions—

‘2001
(Projected)

TAMIL NADU .

(Total seats: 234) . .~ ~
1996 POLL -

Seats Votes
174

(Seats) 43.9%

DMK+

AIADMK+ T Vdenctes mcuding aiies

{E Graphics/B.K. SHARMA

The swingin’ state

1. Nachi is abest case for the unique Indian electoral prognosis of |
the anti-incumbency factor. The joke among pollsters is that the anger |
i all indices of welfarism, whether Lit-
i eracy or the gcndér ratio, infant
¢ mortality or life expectancy. Yet, 51
i per cent of the people surveyed
¢ claimed to be unhappy with the per-
i formance of the Navanar-led LDF
: government. The Marxists did the
i unthinkable: fearing an anti-incum-
i bency wave they changed the party
i leadership. Neither was Nayanar
! given the ticket to contest nor were
[ ! important members of hiscabinet.
After all, the PMK’s Vanniyar votebanks in the north complements Jay- |
alalitha’s strong Thevar presence in the south. Tt is these carefully con- |

against incumbents is so strong that Tamil Nadu has ended up becoming a
‘swinger’ state. Election after election since 1967, the voters have swung be-
tween the two large alliances led by either DME of AIADME. These peri-
odic swings have been rather extreme in terms of manifestations: in 1991, the
ATADMEK trounced the DMK so badly that itwas left with just one seat, In
- 1996, DMK swept the polls and Jayalalitha’s ALADME had four seatsfeft.

National parties never had more than a foothold presence in this state
ever since 1967, when the Congress fost for the first time in eight Indian
‘states, including Tamil Nadu. In fact, after the Congress split and the Tamil
Manila Congrgss (TMC) was formed, the Congress almost became irrele-
vant in thissouthern state. No doubt, Jayalalitha treated Dr Ramadoss’re-
gional formation, the PMK, as much more important than the Congress.

structed caste coalitions that are helping Tamil Nadu's Puratchi Thalaiviin
sending jitters in the DME-NDA camp though she's been convicted by the
courts and cannot contest elections until the appelate court clears her.
Most poll observers have already declared Jayalalitha the winner. How-
ever, it is important to remember that poll predictions are scientificwhen it

seats, Interestingly, there’s already some confusion over that. While the India
Today-ORG-MARG poll projects Javalalitha's alliance as winning 48 per
cent of votes, it estimates that she will end up with 120-130 seats. The Out

look-CMS opinion poll which forecasts the AIADMEK s to secure about 44 |
per cent of the votes polled, ends up projecting 165-175 seats. A third poll
concludes that if the voter tumout is higher than 67 per cent, then the DMK ¢

itha.
Finien e

would romp home, otherwisWWe ?

KERALA

{Total seats: 140}
1996 POLL

43.2%
57 ({Votes}

LDF

UDF

2001
(Projected)

5459 436% -3.1%

4353  38% 0%

Comrades in trouble

ERALA beasts of being In-
ia’s model state. In terms of

A relatively younger generation

under the leadership of VS,
i Achuthanandan.replaced the older
i set. Thiswas alsosupposed tobe the
i best medicine for the LDF's peren-
! nial problems of deep-seated fac-
! tionalism, After all, Nayanar was not
comes tovote perdentages, but can be tricky when it comes to the numberof
i Yet, he not only managed to be-

given the party ticket even last time.

come chief minister but also pre-
rentecd Achuthanandan from hold-
ing a cabinet portfolio. However,
even the change in top leadership

has not helped the Marxists much’
+i this time: They are still battling the
gt M awe

gussa factor. Law and order, espe- |
cially political violence has been :
their biggest sin. So are inflation, |
communal dishanmony and the con-
dition of roads and transport, assut- |
veys show, o
But the biggest bloomer was |
made by the top leadership. The fact !
that Achuthanandan changed his .
traditional ~ constituency  of
Mararikulam in and is now contest-
ing from what is considered as a
“safe seat” of Palakkad, where the
CPI-M has never lost in the past, has
certainly send a wrongsignal ampng
the electorate. If the chief ministerial
candidate is not sure of winning his
own seat, how can the Left Front
romp home? On top of that the
Marxists’ desperation is evident as
they have been forced into the
biggest historical compromise. They
have even joined hands with what
was considered the “opium of the
masses.” The CPI-M has fielded Fa-
ther Mathai Nooranal, a Syrian or-
thodox Church priest, in order o
woo the Christians. No doubt, most
polls predict the return of the UDE



ATE KO GUSSA KYON AATA HAIN? READ ON...

of rave

{olkata— P77

castes, classes, gender and belief. All po-
livical parties can be divided between two
groups: the ruling parties and the opposi-
tion. And the Indian electorate, basically
in an anti-establishment mood, wants to
chuck the ruling parties out.It is this peri-
adic display of public alienation from the
rulers that constitute the strength of In-
dian democracy. It forces old govern-
ments Lo guit and new governments to re-
Place them. ’
Isit possible that the wave of rave isa
referendum against the Vajpayee-led
NDA government in the Centre? Al-
though, itmight appear so, especially ina
post-Tehelka scenario, it is not entirely
true, Mid-term asserably polls are con-

Janata Party has only a marginal pres-
ence in eachvof these states,

It is, however, divectly tied in an al- .
yliance with the ruling party in two of the
states— Assam and Tamil Nacu. By sim-
ple logic of association, an anti-incum-
bency wave in those states is likely tobe
perceived as a disapproval of the Vaj-
pavee government in the Centre. How-

ever, the statement by the Prime Minister -

tothis effeet, right before the polls, is an

open acceptance of defeat even before

the verdict is pronounced, ‘
Since the Congress is in the Opposi-

tion in all these states, is it possible o in- -

terpret this wave as favourable for Sonta
Gandhi? As all the polls suggest, the
Congressstands to directly gain as a result
of this gissa in at least two states: Assam
and Kerala, where in alliance with other
partners it forms the main Opposition. In
West Bengal, the Congress in ailiance
with the Mamata Banerjeeled Tri-
narnoo] Congress, seems to inadvertently

tacharya-led Left Front is simply too
large. As the trends show it is unlikely to
lose out tothe Mamata Banetjee-led Tii-
namook-Congressalliance thistime. -
‘What causes such rage against the in-
cumbent governments? In two words,
sheer incompetence, About 60 to 75 per
cent of the people surveyed in all four
states are unhappy with the performance
of the respective.state governments. Al-
most asimilar percentage feel their quality
of life has suffered a great deal during the
term of the incumbent regime. Deterio-

_rating law and order, rising inflation, un-

employment and crumbling infrastruc-
ture other than a dechining public health
system and education have been ident-
fied as the main culprits by most people
surveyedin the states.

Corruption figures, but at the bottom
of the list. The reason is therg is not much
to chose from between various political
parties when it comes to venality: one is
as corrupt as the other. °

————— — ..

ventjonally seen as a referendum against
. the Central government all over the fed-
ngly, this gusse fac-  eral world, Butin this case, the incumbent
1threadthatunites  government at the Centre is not the rul-

Ity ACTOSS Tegions,

ing party in the states. The Bharativa

gain from this negative swing against the
Left Front government.
But the lead by the Buddhadev Bhat-

Unless governments learn to govern
in the people’s interest one has not seen
the end of the Indian electorate’s gressa.

2001
(Projected)

'WEST BENGAL

(Total seats: 294) -
1996 POLL

39.5%
{votes)

" Seats Votes Swing

CPI(M)+

T denotes inciuding alfies

ASSAM
1996 POLL

31.9%
34 (Votes) .

Congress

AGP+

(Total seats: 126) .

2001
(Projected)

Left out of the trend

HE CPI-M led Left Front is the singulat exception to the recent phe-
nomenon of anti-incumbency. In the last 24 years, the Left Fronthasen-

joved an unprecedented monopoly of power, an unbeatable five terms. Rid-
ing the crest, however, of the most powerful anti-incumbency wave this

rose to 245 seats. This near absolute majority was achieved by radical policies
of agrarian reforms, especially the identification of tenants and registration
of their patzas. The regular holding of panchayat elections helped the Maix-
ists consolidate their base in the countryside.

By 199, the trend began to reverse, The Left Front was reduced to 203
seats. Call it incumbency fatigue, or simply being out of tune with the chang:
ing reatity. The truthwas that the Marxists’ base was fast eroding,

By 1998, the main apposition, the Congress party split and the charis-

formed an alliance with BIP and began storming rural Bengal. In aby-clec-
| tion in Panskura, the Trinamool candidate defeated the CP1-M, inits sup-
¢ posedly impenettable bastion in Indja’s largest district of Midnapore. Right
! before elections 2001, the Trinamaool using the pretext of the Tehelka tapes,
i leftthe NDA to ally with the Congress. The reasons; Even after being out of
i powerfor a quarter century, Congress still retains a Jarge percentage vote in
i West Bengal. Congress, inclunding Trinamool, secured 40 per cent in the
i 1996 assembly elections and maintained that in the last three Lok Sabha
elections. Second, Trinamool’s votebanks in the south, particularly in the
¢ Hoogly, Bankura and Midnapore districts complement the Congress’
: strongholds in the north, especially in Malda, Murshidabad and Nadia.
i Thecombine is atternpting to trounce the Left Front in one of the most
i competitive elections ever withessed in West Bengal. Whether the strength
i ofthe Left Front comes down below 150 is the million dollar question.

The gussa within

EVER in the history of this
state hasit everwitnessed such

i a strong anger against 4 regional
i party. And that, too, a party which
country has ever witnessed, the Janata wave, the Left Front secured 230 'F

‘scats out of 204 in 1977 assembly elections. By 1991, the Left Front's tally |

ed the most popular movement in
this entire region and brought

¢ about the biggest realignment in
! politics. The Congress party used to
¢ be thesymbol of hate during the As-
i sam movement. And today, as the
! Qutlook-CMS polls estimate, the
i same Congress witnesses an un-
i precedented positive swing factor
¢ of9.25 percent.

. matic Mamata Banerjee formed the Trinamool Congress: The Trinamool |
i surveyed prefer a change inleader-
i ship. Less than one-fifth wants the
i AGP o continue. The AGP-BIP
i combine faces a hostile electorate
i and an insurgent movement led by
i the ULEA, which is ready to pounce
i onthem at the drop of a hat. While
i ome candidate and 17 party activists
¢ have already been killed, there is
i fear of furtheér violence.

About 75 per cent of the people

What happened? Why this

i gussa against your own? A three-
i word reply: political ineptitude of
i the leadership. The deep-seated ni-

valry between the two top leaders,
chief minister Prafulla Mahanta
and the second in command,
Brighu Phukan, led to a credibility
crisis. Cornuption touched urprece-
dented heights under the ruling
AGP and sodid non-performance.

In 1996, the AGP alone had se-
cured almost 42 per cent of the
votes. The BJE which had a mar-
ginal presence in the past, had
soared with a huge percentage in-
crease, although that resulted in
only 10 seats. Today that same BIP
must be cursing itsglf for entering
into a poll alliance with the corrupt
and ineffective AGP The BJP faces
60 rebel candidates contesting
against the combine. The BJP state
leadership is up in arms against the
central leadership,

The combined vote percentage
is projected by the Outlook-CMS
poll to barely touch 37 per cent.
That will help the AGP-BJP com-
bine to end upwith 271032 seats. In
1996, the AGP had secured 63
seats, almost double that of the

(r
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W

LL THE outcome of the As-

sembly po¥l in four States and

a Union Territory have reper-

cussions at the Centre and. if
so, in what form? Normally, these gues-
{ions ought not to have arisen, given the
demarcaton in the functions of the Cen-
e and the States in our federal poiity.
The game of polities, however, does not
always tollow the constitutional rules and
reverberations of the political develop-
ments in the States may well be felt in
New Delhi. The State contests ate being
held in a political context which is in-
divisible. Had that not been the case, cen-
tral leaders of the opposition would not
fhave indulged in loud thinking on pos-
sible moves for an alternative sctup in
New Delhi after the poll. The Congress(l)
president. Ms. Sonia Gundbi, for in-
stance, would not have conveyed to the
CPI(M) leader, Mr. Jyoti Basu, her party’s
willingness to accept him as the next
prime Minister. The inside account,
which provided this information, also
mentioned Mr. Basu's response that he
would not like to commit a second blun-
der (in the reverse direction, of course},
Obviously, he had not torgotten his "his-
toric blunder”, in 1996, when he at the
hehest of his party, declined the ofter of
the top post in a United Front Govern-
ment. Whether Ms, Sonia Gandhi envi-
saged the Congress(T}'s participation in a
composile government oF support from
outside was not clear. That the Congress
{1, too, did not intend repeating the past
mistake was evident from the statements
from its camp that the party woldd not
keep aloof in the event of the present
Government collapsing under the weight
of its own contradictions. The reluctance
to join others in the search for an alterna-
tive paved the way for the elections in
1998, which brought the BfP-fed alliance
bhack to power.

‘The constitutional position is too obwi-
aus to need any darification. An upsel in
a State 1o the disadvantage of the rulers at
the Centre does not, automatically, alfect
the stability of the Government. Sa long
as their support base in the 1ok Subha
remains intact, they stay in office. The
changes at the State lg ¢l are retlected in
the Rajya Sabha bupAt takes time for that
impact to be felt M any case, the compo-

(ost—po

The game of politics does not follow. constitutional
rules and the reverberations of the developments

in the States may we

1

sition of the Upper I louse of Parliament is
not relevant o the majority of the ruling
side.

The trends, thrown up by the Assembly
eloctions, may or may not be reflected in
a subsequent Lok Sabha poll, there being
no unifosmity in the past patterns. In the
last twa years, for instance, the ruling alli-
ance performed well at the Centre,
though in the preceding round of As-
sembly clections, it was pusted from pow-
er in (hree States. In Rajasthan and Delhi,
the Congress(l) wrested control of the
Governments from the BJP and, in Karna-
taka, from the Janata Dal. That was in
Nevember 1988, But in the Lok Sabha
¢lection in October next year, the BJP suc-
ceeded in avenging its humiliation in the
first two cases. It may not be that lucky
next time.

In the States which went to the polls,
(he biggest constituent of the ruling com-
bire, the BIP, is but a marginal force. In
Kerala, it is virfually non-existent, in Ta-
mil Nadu, it is a small partner of the DMK
fromt, in West Bengal, it has a limited role,
the two major contestants being the Left
Front and the Trinamool-Congress(l} alli-
ance. [n Assam, it has joined hands with
(ne ruling AGP in the face of siiff opposi-
tion by its local unit and remains a sec-
ondary factor, with unceltain prospects.
The outcome of the poll nowhere will,
thus, be a verdict on the BIP, and the peo-
ple will not be any the wiser on whether,
and if so to what extent, its credibility had
been damaged by Tehelka, The election
cesult will be no index of the popular per-
ception of its performance of ol (he NDA
as a whole. It would be a different sit-
wation when Uttar Pradesh is required to
clect & new Assembly.

The NDA partners, the BIP in partic-
wlar, are themsetves responsible for the
perception that the Assembly poll results
will he a verdict on their performance.
ad the Prime Minister, Mr. AB. Vaj-
payce, and other seniors not plunged
headlong in-the poll campaign, there
would have been no oecasion to read that

be felt in New Delhi.

meaning in the State canlests, Though
belatedly, Mr. Vajpayee realised the polit-
ical risk involved in (he stance adopted by
the NDA. That accounted for his repeatad
assertions that the Assernbly poll was not
. referendum on his Government's per-
formance. Yhe Opposition, however, will
g0 by his campaign rhetoric and not the
subscquent dlarification.

A major ally of the coalition, the ruling
DMK, however, is very much in the fray
fin Tamil Nadu) and although Stale issucs
dominate its fighi with the AIADMK-led
alliance, any upset will certainly bue re-
garded a blow to the prestige of the cen-
tral  coalition and a  cause of
embarrassment for it. In the process, 1the
opposition will get a major talking point.
Flsewhere, the Congress{l) could gel a
hoost if the front led by it has the better of
its rivals in Kerala, and {or} it improves its
position in Assam. Bul 1o say that such
table-turning developments in the Staies
would, automatically, lead to the emer-
gence of a viable oppusition {ront is to
take a simplistic view. The veasons are
clear,

In two States, West Bengal and Kerala,
the 1ot partics and the Congress(l} are
locked in fierce struggles. The animosi-
ties, stirred by the clash, could not but
come in the way of & joint front against
the BJP? at the Centre. Thatina situation,
where there are sharp differcnces be-
tween them on, say, cCONOIBIC policies.
Whether their shared anxicty to unite the
secular forces for ousting the BJP from
power would have the better of their con-
tradictions is hard (o say.

Even in the absence of Assembly elec-
dons and the demonstration of miitual
hostilisy, the Congress(h and others in
the Opposition, divided as they are by
personal political and idealogical Tactors,
would have foun: it bard to collaborate.
The Samajwadi Party supremo, Mr. Mu
lavam Singh Yadav, to take one example,
does not bide his allergy 1o the Congress
(1) leader, Ms. Sounia Gandhi. Because of
his hold in ittar Pradesh, he is a major

Il possibilities

factor among the non-BJP partes and is
close 1o the Vet It was this contradiction
that prevented the emergence of an al-
ternative when, some Lo years ago, the
Vajpayee Government lost majority and
the President, Mr. KR Narayvanai, ex-
plored the possibility of 2 new dispensi-
tion — and finally ordercd a fresh
clection. ’

The action of the non-Congresstl) op-
position of forming a Peoples Front wis
meant to put itself in the reckoning in the
case of the collapse of the present Gov-
ernment, regarded highly probable by
them. They did not want the Congress(l
1o arrogate to itself the non-BIP space. As
Mr. Yadav often savs, the Government,
already in disarray, would not be ahle 10
withstand the blow of reverses in the As-
sembly elections and its end would be
hastencd. Both the Congress(i) and the
Lelt parties may have reasons to be elaled
by the likely outcome of the clections. In
case the Left Front retains power in West
Bengal, its credibility to play the leading
role in the Peoples Front would be cn
hanced, despite its debacle in Kerala.
Likewise, a good Congress(l) perform-
ance in Kerala and Assam would help it to
get over the demoralisation caused by the
steady decline of its strengih in the Lok
Sabha. By itself, the boost in their maorale
will not be translated into a concrete
move for a change. 1t could either sharp-
en the clash and make mutual accommo-
dation more difficult the pre-poll
“offer” of Ms. Sonia Gandhi notwith-
slanding — or strengthen the resolve to
work for an allernative, especially, if they
sce the expected “disarray’” in the ruling
alliance taking a concrete form.

The calculations on an alternative are
based on a re-alignment of political
forces, especially on the possibility of &
switch by the Telugu Desam of Mr. Chan-
drababu Naidu, now suppmting the NDA
from outside, apari from one or two of its
small constituents. This would take care
of the numbers and oifset the oppaosition
disadvanlage, Bul would it give a coher-
ence, a credibility to the moves for an
aliernative?

fn practical teims, it may not be o
workabie propositon. In cise 1he present
selup ceases to be viable, the only win

oul will be a fresh y
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 30. Expressing
satisfaction over the decisions tak-
en by the Returning Officers (ROs)
in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the
Chief Election Commissioner, Dr.
M.S. Gill, today said the Comimis-
sion's August 1997 circular had
the legal backing and the R0s had
correctly interpreted it. Replying
to a query on how the nomination
of the former Kerala Minister, Mr,
Q. Balakrishna Pillai, convicted for
five years in a corruption case, was
accepted, Dr. Gill said the law was
“clear” on the issue.

“In this case Section 8(4) of the
Representation of the People Act
makes a distinction for MPs and
MLAs. It says that conviction
against an MP or an MLA gets

Os mter ret

the date of the trial court order
and once he #les an appeal, dis-
qualification does not come into
effect til] disposal of the appeal,”
Dr. Gill told reporters here.

The CEC refused to get further
drawn into answering queries re-
garding the controversy over the
acceptance of Mr. Pillai’s nomina-
tion and the rejection of the nomi-
nation of the AIADMK leader, Ms.
Jayalalitha, in all the four constitu-
encies in Tamil Nadu for the May
10 Assembly polls. Dr. Gill said
that Section 8 of the RPA has been
upheld by two separate orders of a
Division Bench of the Madras
High Court on April 20 and April
23.

“That is the law applying in Ker-
ala and Tamil Nadu. The Election

the duty of the RO who happens to
be a key functionary in the electo-
ral set-up,” he said. The Commis-
sion is facing a challenge in the
Kerala High Court over Mr. Pillai’s
nomination.

“There is a notice to the Com-
mission in this case. We shall file
our response promprly. 1 can see
the contradictions, but wait for
our affidavil before Kerala High
Court.” Dr. Gill said the circular of
August 28, 1997 was finalised afier
lengthy internal debutes within
the Commission and after going
through all relevane judgments.

He said the circular guoted ex-
tensively from three judgnents of
the Madhya Pradesh, Allahabad
and Himachal Pradesh High
Courts. “The Himachal Pradesh

EC C|rcular cbrrﬁtly Gill

By Our Special Correspondem{"p/éstponed fo tgree months fr0m9 'Co mission 1§ not meani o do

High Court order was upheld by
the Supreme Court. There is no
case in which any other court has
taken an opposite view.”

While Ms. Jayalalitha attracted
disqualitication  under Section
8(3; of the RPA, Mr. Pillai derived
benefit from Section 8(4) of the
same law. According to Section
8(4:: "A disqualification under ci-
ther sub-section shall not. in the
case of a person who on the date
af the conviction is a member of
Parliament ar the [egislature of a
State, take effect until three
months have elapsed from that
date or, it within that perind an
appeal or application for revision _
is hrought in respect of the con-
viction or the sentence, until that
appeal or application is disposed
of by the court.”
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 2. The Flection
Commission foday reviewed the
law and order situation in the five
States where Assemnbly polls are
to be held on May 10. The Com-
mission expressed concern over
unabated pre-poll violence in As-
sam,

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Dr. M. 8. Gill, spoke 1o the
Union Home Secretary, Mr, Kua-
mal Pande, and said adequate se-
curity arrangements should be
made in Assam. According o
Commission sources, the CEC
said the Home Ministry should al-
s0 rush additional reinforcements
of Central para-military forces to
Assam if the situation demanded.

Dr. Gill is leaving for Kolkata to-
morrow and will hold meetings
with the top officials of the West
Bengal Government. He is also
scheduled to meet officials {rom
hyper-sensitive Assembly constit-
uencies of the State.

UNI reports;

The Commission decided (o
send additional 20 Central ob-
servers 1o certaln sensitive con-
stituencies of West Bengal, Kerala

and Tamil Nadu which have wit-
nessed incidents of pre-poll vio-
tence and clashes.

Of the 20 observers, ten are be-
ing sent to the West Bengal con-
stituencies of Midnapore,
Hooghly, 24 North and South Par-
ganas. Nadia, Howrah and Ban-
kura. Two observers are being
sent to the north Kerala constitu-
ency of Kannur while eight are be-
ing sent to Villipuram, Cuddalare,
Ramanathapuram and Tirunclve-
li in Tamil Nadu.

Samata candidate
shot at in Assam

GUWAHATI, MAY 2. In 4 fresh bout of
violence ahead of the Assembly
polls in Assam, suspected ULFA
ultras today shot al a Samata Par-
ry candidate and killed four oth-
ers, including two AGP activists,
prompring the Centre to rush pa-
ramilitary reinforcements.

ULFA militants barged into a
roadside hotel and fired at the Sa-
mala Party candidate for Rangia
constituency, Mr. Dipak Kalita,
when he was having lunch at Go-
reswar in Kamrup district, police

4/@'\ EC reviews situation in 5 States i\

said, adding a party worker was |

killed in the attack.

1
In a separate incident, two AGP<

activists were killed and another
injured by suspected UbbRA mil-
itants al Bilasipara in Dhubni dis-
trict in the wee hours today.,

Police said a group of six ULFA
militants attacked (he AGP office
in Raniganj and shot at the three
men inside, killing one. Another
person succumbed to injuries on
way to hospital anl the third is
stated to be in a critical condition.

The latest round of violence
came a day after the killing of the
BJP Dibrugarh contestant, Jayan-
ta Dutta, and five athers.

The Congress office at Ghogra-
par in Nalbari district was set on
fire. The owner of a nearby tea-
slall, who was sleeping inside his
shop, was burnt to death as the
blaze spread. Meanwhile, the
Centre is dispatching additional
reinforcements of paramilitary
lorces. The decision to this effect
was taken al a meeting the Chief
Election Commissioner, Mr. M.5.
Gill, had today with the Union
Home Secretary, Mr.

Kamal ¢

Pande, in Delhi, — PTI /




A convicted democracyD o0

O DEMOCRACY can allow itself

to be taken over by criminals.

Yet, India has fudged this ques-

tion many times over. [ncreas-
ingly, more and more persons accused
and convicted of serious crimes seek to
bre, and are, elected our legislators without
inviting moral protest. The csoteric legal
debate on legal reform is s¢ill in limbo. A
new debate has re-surfaced over whether
Ms. [ayalalitha should have been allowed
to contest elections despite her conviction
by & criminal court. Has she been unfairly
treated? Even though convicted of a
crine, Mr. Balakrishna Pillai in Kerala has
been permitted to contest the election be-
cause he is a sitting legislator. Common
sense militates against the logic in favour
of Mr. Pillai. If correct the Pillai decision
suggests that a legislature can replenish its
old stock of criminality, but not induct
fresh criminality in its ranks.

The Constitution permits the legislature
to mzke rules for electoral disqualifica-
tions. Not everyone can stand for elec-
tions. There is an embargo on grounds of
age, citizenship, unsoundness of mind, in-
solvency, holding public office and crimi-
nality. The scheme of the criminality
disqualification in Section 8 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1951, is efab-
orate but not inherently complicated.
Three kinds of criminality invite disqual-
ification. In the first most serious Cate-
gory-[. those found guilty of certain listed
anti-social and anti-nationai offences are
disqualified for six years from the date of
conviction (section 8§ (1)), The second so-
cially serious Category-11 includes those
sentenced to more than six months for
offences relating to hoarding, profiteering,
adulteration of food and drugs, dowry and
“sali’. They are disqualified from the date
of conviction for six years after releasc
from prison {section 8(2)). The third gen-
eral Category-1I1 consists of persons con-
victed and sentenced to imprisonment for
at least two years who are disqualified in
the same terms as the second category
{section 8(3)). The most serious category
requires only convictiow. The less serious
and general categonyTequires conviction
and also differenp-tevels of sentence.

By Rajeev Dhavan

v

Convicted criminals should not pollute the eléctoral
process until acquittal. Indian democracy is inore
important than any individual politician’s cdreer.

Mr. Pillai was convicted for five years
rigorous imprisonment in the Edamalayar
corruption case relating to when he was
Electricity Minister in Kerala. Mr, Pillai
seeks technical refuge in a statutory im-
munity {under section 8 (4}} that a sitting
MLA or MPs is not dlbqllal]fled so long as
his appeal is pending. The argument is
legally skewed and demaocratically absurd.
The Section 8{4) immunity was to ensure
that sitting MLAs and MPs do not get un-
seated following a disqualificatory convic-
tion. [t pertains to the past not lo future
elections. Even if the legislature is nat
technically dissolved, its term is over.

Convicted sitting MLAs

MLAs and MPs for the limited purpose of

not expelling them from the legislature
while the appeal is pending. 5o, in orderto
qualify both Mr. Pillai and Ms. Jayalalitha
ane would have to read something into
the statute that is, prime focie, not there.
An appeal of Mr. V. C. Shukla's case is
neither conclusive nor helptul. On April
11, 1980, Mr. Shukla's conviction and sen-
tence was finally set aside by the Supreme
Court, He was acquitted. Therefore, the
election petition failed and he was

deemed to be qualified at the time of

nomination.

In Mr. Pillai's and Ms. lavalalitha's case,
there is na final acquittal.

aor MPs were not in-

LAW AND SOCIETY

The appeals are pending.

tended to have an im-
munity for fresh elections. Apart from the
legislator’s immunity, Mr. Pillai’s case is
similar o0 Ms. Jayalalitha's case. The Ker-
ala High Court issucd notice against Mr,
Pillai nomination on April 27, 2001. But,
his election result can only be challenged
by way of election petition. However,
thanks Lo the Returning Officer, Mr. Pillai
is laughing at his good fortune all the way
1o his vote bank.

Ms. Javalalitha's case stems from her
conviction in the controversial TANSI
land case. On November 3, 2000, the sen-
tence of Ms. Jayalalitha was staved. Apurt
from the legal argument that the conspir-
acy charges against her are weak, she
claims that the suspension of her sen-
tenced lifts the disqualification. Her
grouse that Mr. Pillai has been prefercn-
tinlly treated is justified. But, two wrongs
cannot make a right. So. the question is
not whether she should get the same
treatment as Mr, Pillai, but whether her
disqualification holds gooed. The weakness
in her case is that if Parliament wanted to
lift the disqualification in all the cases
where appeals are pending, it would have
done so. Parliament consciously limited
the ‘appeal’ case immunity only to sitting

The issue, theretore, is
whether a suspension of only sentence in-
cludes suspending the conviction. In Ra-
kesh Singha's case (1995), the FHimachal
High Court correctly tock the view that
where a court intends 1o suspend both the
sentence and conviction, it must con-
sciously be invited to do so and specifical-
ly suspend both. But, there is at least a
limited legal foundation to Ms. Javalalith-
a's case which rests on the distincrion be-
tweer the  three
disqualification. It is only the 'most seri-
ous’ Category-1 that requires only convic-
tion to sustain a disqualification. The
other two categories of disqualification
have the double ingredient of bath con-
viction and sentence. It follows that if the
sentence alone is suspended, the essential
ingredient of rwo vears sentence is not
met. Thus, the disqualification cannol
hold where one of the two ingredients is
missing. This technical argument is not
without legal merit.

Elowever, Ms. Jayalalitha's case is com-

plicated by two factors other than the in-
vidious politics of Tamil Nadu. In the first
place, the Election Commission is (o
blame. The Commission’s order of August
28,

1997, instructs returning officers to

categories  of

disqualify from the date of conviction “‘re-
gardless of whether the... candidate is our
on bail or not”, It deals with bail not mini-
mum sentence. The Election Contmission
cannot issue an ambigueus and complete
arder and shackle the Rewurning Officer
with stch ambiguity, it is a road o no-
where with disastrous consequences. Sec-
ond, Ms. fayalalitha preemptively moved
the High Court tor relief. The Figh Court’s
varlier refusal to interfere inevitably made
the Returning Officer play defensively ofl
the buckfoot to follow the Election Com-
mission order of 1997 with a tnexact appli-
carion of mind and the law.

Morally, those who are convicted for se-
rious offences should sit out of the electo
ral process until their name is cleared.
But, what happens to those who are in-
nocent or as in V.C. Shukla's case acquil-
ted. Sitting out of elections is not an
option open to [Indian politicians, Once
out, o politician canmot re-thread back in.
O his temporary exit. his kiersi {chair) will
be occupied. If the Returning Officer
imakes a mistake in law, it will not be recd-
lied for years through an election petition.
By that time, it will be toa kate. The palitic-
ian’s career will be ruined. Further, if Ms.
Jayvalalitha's party wins, the Governor may
be justly reluctant wo swear her in as Chicf
Minister under the six months clause for
which period a non-legislator can be o
Minister. The Governor may feel that she
must abide by the statutory decision of
thee Returning Odficer and  await  the
Court’s final decision — refusing to play
judge. asirologer or god.

We are left with a muddle. Despite the
Law Commission’s recommendation that
those charged with an offence should be
disquadified, there is no change in the law.
Fhe law itsell is toterably clearly but has
heen wrongly applied in Mr Pillai’s case.

The Flection Commission’s order of 1997
has conlused the ssue, A suspension of
sentence is enough to dift some categorics
of disqualification. The Courts and Parlia-
ment must resolve the issue, But, in all
this the moral issues have been totally for-
gotten. Convicted criminals should not
pollute the electoral process until acquit-

fal. Indian democracy is more imporeant
than any individual politician’s carcer.
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~CEO apprised
of Opposition
“ ¢ campaign P

STATESMAN REWS SERVICE

KOLEKATA) May 6. ~ There are hardly any graffiti or banners of
Opposition parties in some of the trouble-prone constituencies of
Midnapore, Bankura and Hooghly, the central observers of the
constituencies in these districts complained to Mr Sabyasachi Sen,
the state chief electoral officer at a meeting at Writers' Buildings,
today.

The CEO has instructed the district administration and the cen-
iral observers to ensure that political parties can campaign free-
ly in these areas for the last few days.

The central observers of Kespur, Garbeta and Arambagh constit-
uencies and the district administrations were asked by the CEQ
to ensure that the persons who are living in the camps after flee-
ing their villages after political clashes should be able to return to
their native villages before 10 May.

' Mr Sen said the district administration should make alternative
' arrangements s0 that these men can vote if they cannot return to

their village before the polling day.

Mr Sen asked Mr Lalbahadur Tewari, the central observer of
Arambagh to ensure 171 men who are living in camps in Ara-
mbagh sub-division can vote an the polling day. .

He said that he has alerted the district administrations of Midna-
pore and Bankura against PWG and MCC activists who are intim-

- idating people. /
-
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G C Shekhar
Krishnagiri, April 24

JAYALALITHA foday suffered a
major political setback after
returning officers at Krishna-
girt and Andiparti flashed the
red card and threw her ont of
the race for the Tamil Madu
Assembly  Krishnagiri and
Andipatti are the two con-
stituencies where the ATADMK
chief had filed her original
nominations.

She also suffered a technical
knockout when her last minute
decision to file two more nomi-
nations from Pudukoettai and
Bhuvanagirl invited further
disqualification under Section
33(7THDb) of the RP Act which
hars a candidate from contest-
ing mavre than two Assembly
seats, The returning officers at
Bhuvanagiri and Pudukottai
cited the RP Act and set aside
her papers. Last minute argu-
ments by her legal advisers
that the Pudukottal and
Bhuvanagiri nominations had
been filed by her representa-
tives, and, therefore, were
unauthorised, cut no ice with
the returning officers.

The Krishnagiri and
Andipatti returning officers
rejected Javalalitha's papers on
two grounds: (a) she had bheen
disgualificd under Section 8(3)
of the Representation of
People’s Act which barred any-
one convicted for more than

twa years, and (b) the 1997
Election Commission guide-
ines hagd clearly held that dis-
gualification came into force
from the date of vepdict of the
trial court.

Since Jayalalitha had been
sentenced ta three years’ RI in
the TANS! land deal case, she
had come under the said sec-
tior's purview, the returning
officers poinied out.

The swage for her disgualifica-
tion was set eaviier in the
morning when former
Assembly Speaker and Union
Minister Sedapatti R Muthiah's
nomination for the Sedapatti
seat was rejected the on
grounds that he had been con-
victed for 25 months for acen-
mudation of disproportionate
assets during his tennre as
Speaker.

Jayalalitha's team of lawyers
argued in vain before the
returning officers, citing vari-
ous court verdicts, including
the recent ane by the Madras
High Court, which observed
that suspension of sentence
was taptamoutnt 10 suspension
of conviction. But the officials
went strictly by the Election
Commission ‘handbook’ that
insisted op the enforcement of
Sec 8(3). /‘

At Andipatti, her lawyers
were engaged in a heated ver-
bal duel with Janata Party
leader Subramaniam Swamy.
who Wwas present as a represen-

]

— %

)

tative of State Janata president
M. Chandralekhg; an
Independent Can_di

filed objections before the
returtiing officers citing the
two provistons thaf disquali-
fied fayalalitha.

Krishnagiri returning
officer Madhivanan was spirit-
ed away by police o an
unknown destination immedi-
ately after he deciared the
result. He and his family were
provided protection zfter
receiving threais.

Related report on Page 9
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ONE LAW FOR Mr. Balakrishna Piltal. Another
for Ms. Jayalalitha. The disparate manner in
which electoral law treats sitting MPs/MLAs and
non-members of a legislature has been driven
home by the acceptance of the former's nomi-
nation papers and the rejection of the latter's.
The marerial circumstances are similar: both the
sitting Kerala MLA and the AIADMK chief have
been convicted of corruption, have been sen-
tenced to more than two vears of imprisonment
and have pending appeals against their convic-
tions. But while Ms. Jayalalitha is disqualified
from contesting the Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
rion for falling foul of Section 8 (3) of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act (RPA), Mr. Pillai’s
candidature is approved because he attracts Sec-
tion 8 {4) of the same Act which specifically ex-
empts legislators froin the disqualification
process that governs non-members.

In permitting the former Kerala Minister,
Mr. Balakrishna Pillai, to contest the election in
Kottarakara, the Returning Officer was only go-
ing by the letter of the law. His decision had at
feast one precedent. In West Bengal, a nominee
of the CPI{M) wha was convicted by a sessions
court for murder and iater released on baii was
permitted to contest the 1996 Assembly election
on the ground that he was already a sitting MLA,
Afier hearing a petition which sought a declara-
tion that the MIA's re-election was illegal and
void, the Calcutta High Court dismissed ir on the
ground that Section 8 (4) of the RPA was enacted
specifically for the "'benefit” of legislators and
that the MLA was entitled to avail of it. The court,
while refusing to declare the provision ultra
vires, held that convicted legislators could avail
of it to retain their membership of the House as
well as to contest fu ther elections.

Nevertheless, the Balakrishna Pillai episode
throws up a larger and disturbing issue —— one

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2001

LEGISLATORS AND ELECTION LAW g\l

that deserves serious attention. The larger ob-
jective of any election law pertaining to disqual-
ification should be to prevent the criminalisation
of politics and foster probity in elections, And
there is something dreadfully wrong abour a le-
gal provision which permits convicted legislators
to remain in the legislature as well as fight fresh
elections. In an oblique reference 1o the “lenien-
cy shown to sitting parliamentarians and mem-
bers of the legislature' in the RPA, the Madras
High Court (while dismissing Ms. Javalalitha's
plea that her conviction be suspended) recently
suggested that this aspect be placed before the
Election Commission. Apart from being discrim-
inatory, Section 8 (4) of the RPA deserves to be
questioned on the ground that such a provision
will only foster rather than prevent the crimi-
nalisation of politics. It would appear that the
Supreme Court {s the appropriate forum to chal-

lenge the validity of this sub-section. qft’\

At a political level, the approval of Mr.%\
lakrishna Pillai’s nomination has given Ms. Jaya\
lalitha another handle to portray herself as a
“victimm of injustice” and repeat her unfounded
allegation ihat her disqualification was a result
of political pressure and manipulation, Her sup-
porters are correct in claiming that the electoral
law should nor discriminate between Mr. Pillai
and herself. But the conclusion they have sought
to draw -— namely, that Ms. Javalalitha should
have been allowed to contest too — is hardly the
appropriate one. The real lesson that emerges
ffom the Balakrishna Pillai episode lies in ques-
tioning why a legislator convicted for corruption
and sentenced lo five years of Imprisonment
should be allowed to contest an election. And
any answer to such a question shouid involve an
honest scrutiny of Secrion 8 (4) and whether our
legislators really deserve the immunity offered
by it

2§ APR 201
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/60urt reserves orders on petltlon to
39\ » enforce poll disqualification

By Our Staff Reporter M

CHENNAI, APRIL 20.The Madras High Coury to-
day reserved orders, without mentioning a
date, on a writ petition seeking to declare that
the “disqualification under Sections 8(1) to
8(3) of the Representation of the People Act
cannot be stayed against the object of the Act,
and should be implemented to promote the
object of probity in public life.... irrespective
of any pendency of appeal or suspension of
senience or stay of conviction.”

The senior advocate, Mr. K.M. Vijayan, ap-
pearing for the petitioner-organisation —
VOICE (Consumer Care Council) — wanted
the High Court to direct the Returning Offi-
cers “to strictly comply with the August 28,
1997 orders of the Election Commission, re-
lating to the disqualification of candidates.”

But, maintaining that no mandamus could
be issued to the Election Commission, the
First Bepch comprising the Chief Justice, Mr.
N.K. Jgin and Mr. Justice K. Sampath said,
“evefybody is expected to act as per law”.

Refusing to give orders to either side on
rejection or acceptance of nomination pa-
pers, the Judges, however, sought ‘assistance
without notice’ from the Election Commis-
sion’s counsel, Mr. G. Rajagopal. He in-

formed the court that a full Commission
meeting of the poll authority held on April 17
in Delhi had 'reaffirmed’ its circular and de-
cided to follow the 1997 directive.

Plea against Jayalalitha dismissed

Earlier in the day, the First Bench dismis-
sed a petition seeking directions to the Elec-
tion Commission to disqualify the former
Chief Minister, Ms. Jayalalitha, from contest-
ing Assembly, parliamentary and local body
elections for six years. The petition was filed
by Dr. Ching Chyang Ching belonging to
Cuddalore,

Noting that accepting or rejecting nomi-
nations was within the domain of the Return-
ing Officers of the respective constituency as
per law, the First Bench dismissed the pet-
ition. “No doubt, in an appropriate case this
court can direct the authorities if there is vio-
lation of any fundamental right. At the same
time, public interest petitions cannot be used
for publicity or political motive,” it ruled.

Similarly, another public interest petition,
which sought to declare Section 8(2) of the
Representation of the People Act as unconsti-
tutional, was also dismissed by the First
Bench. As per the Section 8(2) of the RPA, a
person convicted by a court for any offence

71 pPR 100

and sentenced to imprisonment for a period
not less than three years shall be disqualified
for a further period of five years,

The petitioner, Mr. A. Ganesan, advocate,
wanted a directive to be issued to the Election
Commission to accept the nomination of
“any convicted person who had preferred an
appeal, particularly in Tamil Nadwe”. The
Bench said the subsections 1 to 4 of Section 8
in the RP Act were distinct and it could not be
said to be "unreasonable classification”.

On that ground Section 8(2) of the RPA
cannot be declared as vague and uncertain as
sought for by the petitioner, the Bench held,
adding that as the election process had al-
ready been set in motion ne such directive
could be given at this juncture.

The Firsi Bench also dismissed a petition,
filed by Mr, Arul Dhas of Kanyakumari dis-
trict, seeking to debar criminals aged 18 and
above from exercising their franchise. 1t also
wanted the Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu
to be held only after an inquiry into the mat-
ter by the recently-formed Constitution Re-
view Commission.

The Bench said a PIL should not be used for +
publicity and with political motive, and dis-

missed the petition. /




ﬁnsure fair polls: EC

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL. 16. As the nominations began t
for the May 10 Assembly polls in Assam, West
gal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala and the Union Terrftory
of Pondicherry, the Election Commission asked the
political parties to work iowards holding a freeland

_ fair poll.

Expressing serious concern over fhe prevailing
situation in Darjeeling in West Bengal where an in-
definite general strike was in progress, the Chief
Election Commissioner, Dr. M.S. Gill, said candi-
dates were finding it difficult to take part in the pol!
process. :

After the meeting of the full Commission, Dr. Gill
said the Commission was determined to have a free
and fair poll in West Bengal, He appealed to all the
political parties to cooperare with the Commission,
The Chief Electoral O r had been asked to review
the arrangemente-dnd reporl to the Commission.

The Commission’s meeting was attended by the
two colleagues of the CEC, the Election Commis-
sioners, Mr., .M. Lyngdoh and Mr. T 5. Krishnamur-
.

The poll panel also decided to appoint an addi-
tional poll observer in Kasargode, Kannur and Koz-
hikode districts of Kerala which have reported
violence in the recent past. The Congress had also
demanded deployment of enough paramilitary
forces in the three districts.

Dr. Gill satd he had requested the Chief Ministers
of Punjab, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Haryana and
Karnataka to provide security forces for the coming
elections. In a related development, the Kerala
Governmeni has moved out 80 returning officers
and assistant returning officers from their postings
ir respective home districts in accordance with a
directive of the Commission.

The Commission has also notified Lok Sabha by-
clections in Midnapur, Tiruchi and Shahjahanpur.
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By D. Sivarajan ‘H\Q i

KRISHNAGIRI, APRIL 16. The
AIADMK general secretary, Ms.
Javalalitha, today filed her nomi-
nation papers for contesting
from the Krishnagiri constituen-

M’s Jayalalitha, who reached

Krishnagiri on Sunday night,

drove to the RDQ's office this af-
ternoon and handed over the

nomination to the Returning Of-
ficer, My. Mathivanan.

She was accompamed b her
close associate, Ms. Sasikala, the

party organising secretary, Mr.
M. Thambidurali, the Lok Sabha
mesmber, Mr. K. Malaisarny, and
her advocate, Mr. N. Jothi.

A huge crowd of supporters,
including volunteers ol ithe
AIADMEK, the TMC, the PMK and
the Left parties, had gathered
outside the RDO's office waving
their party flags. Evidently en-
thused by the crowd, ihe
AJADMK leader waved back. As
the police presence was mini-
mal, the crowd became unman-
ageable and the convoy could
not move.

When reporters soughi her
view on the possibility of rejec-
tion of her nomination, Ms.
jayalalitha said she would be
subjected te disqualification if
she answered any guestion with-
in the Returning Officér’s prem-
ises, However, approached when
she had crossed the gate, Ms.
Jayalalitha merely said: “1 am
not making any comments today
about anything.”

Mr. Jothi said all factors had
been taken inte account while
filing the papers. “I am hundred
per cent sure that the nomina-
tion would be accepted.”

The Returning Officer said all
decisions wonld be taken on the
basis of the manual provided to
him by the Election Commis-
sion. “The moment the election
notification was made, 1 cease to
be a staff of the Siaie Govern-

+Jayalalitha files pa %rs in Knshna(jiri
i

The AIADMK general secretary, Ms. ). layalalitha, filing her
nomination papers for the Krishnagiri seat with the Retuming

Officer, Mr.

ment and T am answerable only
to the Election Commission,” he
said. He also made it clear that
he was not being subjected to
any kind of pressure from any
quarter and that acceptance or
rejection of the nomination
would be done only when all the
nominations were taken up for
scrutiny on April 24, Ms, Jayala-
litha's nomination papers were
signed by four proposers, in-
cluding a woman, Ms. Jayala-
litha took an oath as required by
the nomination process.

The AIADMK leader later lefi
for Madurai. She is expected to
file her nomination in Andipatti
toMOTTOW.

Alternative candidate

Interestingly, the AIADMK
Dharmapuri district secretary,
Mr. V. Govindarajan, also filed
his nomination as an alternative
candidate for the constituency.

Qur Madurai Staff Reporter
writes:
Ms. Javalalitha arrived here

M. Madhivanan, on Monday. — Photo: P. Goutham

this evening by road from Krish-
nagisi.

‘No change in 1997
instructions’

NEW DELH!, APRIL 16. There is no
change in the Election Commis-
sion’s 1997 instructions that a
convicted persan can contest
poils only when the conviction,
and not only the sentence, has
been suspended by a higher
court, BC sources said here,

The Commission had a de-
tailed discussion this morning
on the April 11 Madras High
Court judgment. Later, it was in-
dicated that there was no change
in the Commmission's 1997 in-
strictions to the Returning Offi-
cers that they should not accept
nominations of pegple whose
conviction had not been stayed
by a higher court. “There are
clear instructions in this regard
issued in 1997 and the returning
officers shoutd go by these,” the
sonrces said. — UNI




NEW DELHI, April 13. — Even
though th Election Cominis.
: : sion main-
tained silence

eader  Misg
ayalalitha's
petition seel-
ing suspension
o of her convic-
Mrs Jayalalitha tion in the

- Tansi land
deal cases, it is likely to hold an
internal ful] COIMIsSsion rheet-
ing tomorrow, sources said.
Referting to the case earlier
this week, while {he court order
was awaited, Chief Election
Commissioner Mr MS Gill had
clearly stated that the commis-
sion would follow the law laid
down by it with regard to dis-
qualification of poll candidates
facing court conviction,

“There is a law for this. O
stand of 1997 holds good and
those instructions and guidelines
still apply,” he said while declin-
ing to elaborate any further. ;
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oll panel for

single-day o
election in \
West Bengal \

/‘_'!_'_“

HT Correspondent \
Kolkata, March 11 - \X’T\/

~

.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS across
the State will be held on the same
day, Chief Electoral Officer
Sabyasachi Sen said today after a
meeting with Election Commis-
sioner T.S. Krishnamurthy and
district magistrates.

The day has not been fixed but
the Election Commission wants
a single-day poll. Krishna-
murthy was here in the city
today to brief the CEQ and dis-
trict magistrates on poli prepa-
rations. The meeting at Writers’
Buildings, with 18 DMs and:
three District Electoral Officers !
(Director nf Panchavats, Land
Acquisition Collector, DLRs),
took two-and-a-half hours.

Krishnamurthy is believed to
have iterated what his colleague,
Lyngdoh, stressed a couple of
days ago; the EC wants its rules
followed for an impartial elec-
tion. The EC's repeated pleas for
strict enforcement of adminis-
trative machinery seem to
reflect apprehensions of law-
and-order prablems.

The DMs have been agked to

prepare a list of sensi .
whi will influgsfce police
loyments,

17 MAR 201



Assemhly ly polls on 10 May

6 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

i NEW DELHI, March 31.— The Assembly el ﬁons in
West Bengal, Tamil Nadi* Kerala, Assam jand the
Union Territory of Pondicherry will be held on 10
* May.-Anpouncing the schedule at a press conference
. this afternoon, the Chief Election Commissioner, Mr
© MS Gill, said the model code of conduct would come
into effect from tomorrow. The two Election
Commissioners, Mr TS Krishnamurty and Mr JM
Lyngdoh, were present.

The poll notification will be issued on 16 April.
While the last date for filing nominations 1s 23 April,
scrutiny of nomination papers will be conducted on
24 April. The last date for withdrawal of candidature
is 26 April, The counting of votes will be on 13 May.
The entire election procedure will be over by 18 May,
keeping in mind re-poll if necessary.

The term of the present Assemblies in West Bengal
and Pondicherry ends on 8 June, in Assam 11 June
and in Kerala on 28 May. In Tamil Nadu, the House
has to be constituted by 21 May, as the tenure of the
Assembly ends on that day. Mr Gill announced by-
slections to three Lok Sabha constituencies --
Midnapore in West Bengal (the seat fell vacant due to

We death of Indrajit Gupta), Tiruchirapalli in Tamil

A e~

Nadu (death of PR Kumaramangalam),
Shahjanhapur in Uttar Pradesh (death of Jitendra

Prasada). The by-elections will be held along with the !

Assembly polls.

By-eilections will also be held in two Assembly consti- |
tuencies — Kshetrigao in Manipur and Banamalipur

in Tripura. In Banamalipur, the schedule will be the

same as that for Assembly elections. In Kshetrigaa, !
scrutiny of nominations will take place on 25 April and |

Here polling will take place on 11 May.
The CEC said EVMs would be used in all the ton-

the last date for withdrawal of candidature is 27 1{&;21 .

stituencies of West Bengal, TN, Kerala and Pondi- |
cherry. In Assam, EVMs are going to be used for the |
first time. Only four Assembly seats in and around :

Guwahati have been selected. The constituencies are
Jalukbari, Dispur, Guwahati East and West.

The voters will be required to produce photo‘[ cards |

or additional alternative methods of identification as
prescribed by the commission, Mr Gill said. By-elec-

tion to the Sabarkantha Assembly seat in Gujarat [
will not be held now, Assembly by-elections in Wachi, -

Tral, Doru and Habbakadal in J&K will be held later.

B Seats deal will take some more time:
Kamal Nath, page 3
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curity for by-?elections

-

~ Tight s
NEW DELM), FEB. 18. Tight s“ecurit,
has been provided in all the sensi-
tive seats where Assembly byvelec-
tions are being held tomorrow.
The banned Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC) has called for a poll
boycott in Ramgarh where the
Iharkband Chiel Minister. Mr.
Babulal Marandi, is pitted against
Mrs. Nadira Begum, widow of the
CPI MLA, Shabbir Ahmad Qu-
raishi, and the IMM's Mr. Arjun
Ram Mahato. Of the 261 polling
i stations, 103 have been identified

{ as “highly sensitive” and 52 as

| ‘sensitive’. Thirty companies of
police, incloding  paramilitary
forces, have been deploved in the
constituency.

A red alert has beett sounded in
the entire Ashthawan constituen-
cy in Nalanda district of Bihar.
Shoot-at-sight orders have been
issued to prevent booth-captur-
ing. The constituency has 253
puoiling booths and 1.80,262 vat-
ers. The Samata party and the Lok
Jan Shakti, though National Dem-
ocratic Alliance parmers, are in
the fray as is the Rashtriva Janata
[al (RID}. The poll here {ollows
the death of R.P. Sharma, an inde-
pendent.

Mr. Jogi will take on the BIP's
Mr. Amar Singh Kusro in Marwahi
where 29 of the 120 polling sta-
tions have been classified as sen-
sitive. Mr. Ramdayal Uike had
resigned from the Assembly after
being elected on the BIP ticket
from this seat. Eight mobiie teams
and two companices of special
armed forces have been deployed
in the censtituency which has

1,30,225 voters.  The FElection
Commission has deputed obsere-
ers for Bhartana in Etawah, Si-
walkhas in Meerut and Sarsawa in
Saharanpur districts i Uttar Pra-

dgk wMh a tatal of 711,535 vor-
ers. Elpctronic veting machines
will he used in the 447 polling
centres. The State Samajwadi Par-
ty chief, Mr. Ram Sharan Das Gu-
jar, campaigned vigorously to
enable his son's entry into the as-
sembly from Sarsawa, where the
BIP MLA, Nirbhay Pal Sharma,
was murdered. The Rashtriya Lok
Dab leader, Mr. Ajit Singh, has a
major stake in Siwalkhas, which
will test his strengh in western Ut-
tar Pradesh before next year's As-
sembly elections.

In Punjab’s Majitha constituen-
cy, though there are five candi-
dates, a straight contest is likely
between the Congress and the
ruling Shiromanj Akali Dal. The
seal fell vacant following the
death of Cabinet Minister and se-
njor Akali Dal feader, Prakash
Singh Majitha. The SAD has field-
ed Rajya Sahba member, Mr. Raj
Mobinder Singh Majitha, while
Mr. Swinder Singh Kathunapgal
will contest the seat on the Con-
gress ticket. The campaign was
high-pitched in this constituency
of 1,23.000 voters. The adminis-
tration has thrown a security cor-
don in all the 122 villages. Threc
companies of the CRPF have been
deployed in  polling stations
which have been identified as ve-
Iy seunsjtive.

In Andhra Pradesh, there are
about 260,000 vaters in 368
booths in Giddalur and Badvel. A
total of 21 candidates are in the
fray in both constituencies with
the main fight between candi-
dates of the ruling Telugu Desam
Party and the Cangress. Elaborate
security arrangements for peace-
ful polling are in place.

There are 1,29,000 voters in
Hindoli in Rajasthan. Of the 169
polling stations, 31 are hyper-sen-

sitive and
dates are in the fray in this seat,
considered a Congress bastion.
The contest features Mr. Ramka-
ran Guriar{Congress), Mr. Nath-
ulal Gurjar{BiP} and Mr. Ramesh
Chandra  Meena.  independen
who broke away from the Con-
Eress.

The fate of Mr. Sriram Patil of
the Congress and Mr. Ramdas
Shivhare of the BIP, among four
candidates in Shahpur constitu-
ency in Madhya Pradesh, will be
decided by 1,33,000 voters. Mr.
Gokul Singh and Mr. Santosh
Singh are contesting as independ-
ents.

The Kadamtala seat in Tripura
is o witness a multi- comered
contest among the ruling CPLM. -
led Left Front candidate Mr. Sul:-
odh Nath, former  Asscmbhy
Speaker, Mr. Jvotirmoy Natho of
the Congress, the BIP's Karuba
Nath and Mr. Sundar Mukhepi

28,741 voters. — UNI

Ramgarh polling
booths declared
sensitive

RANCH!, FEB. 18. The Flection Com-
mission has declared scnsitive all
the 261 polling stations in the
Ramgarh constituency going 1o
bypalls 1omorrow,

According to the State Chief
Ulectoral Officer, Mr, Arvind Ku-
mar Panday, the concerned Haza-
ribagh district administration has
been directed to ensure adeguate
deployment of armed police per-
sonnel at all the polling stations in
the Ramgarh constiuency, —-
1IN1

T sensitive. Five candi- !
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But the tw

among  Mahtos

backward votes

Congress spukesman Mr K

the Chhattisgarh chief minis-

Violgn\s%gﬁ/reduring”hy-polls

PATNA, Feb. 18. — Fear of vi-
olence looms large over As-
thawan in Bihar and Ram-
garh in Jharkhand ~ the con-
stitmencies going to the polls
tOMOTTOW.

The state governments have
decided to deploy armed

_forces at all the polling sta-

tions and asked them to fire

" at anybody trying to rig the

electiong.
While Ramgarh has a histo-

: ry of Nazalite violence, all the

225 polling booths in Astha-
wan have been declared sensi-

" tive by the Election Commis-
" sion. The MCC has already is-
" sued a poll boycott call.

The Jharkhand chief minis-
{er is seeking election in Ram-
garh. Since the BJP has its

. high stake involved here sev-
“eral high-profile party leaders
campaigned in the constituen-

: Marandi is

Challenging Mr Babulal
Mr Arjun Mahto

cy.

. of the JMM-3, a fgrce to reck-

on with.
Asthawan was, btherwise, an
inconsequential/ constituency.

Mr Ram Vilak Pagwan and Mr
Nitish Kumat are locked in a
war of supremacy here. They
have fielded candidates of
their respective parties. The
Samala Party has fielded Mr
Satish Kumar while Mr Pa-
swan’s Lok Janshakti has fiel-
ded Mr AK Singh.

On the other hand, Mr Laloo
Prasad Yadav left no stones
unturned to ensure the victo-
ry of his party nominee Mr
Pushpanjay. The RJD chief
will try to use the Asthawan
result to prove the point that
he continued to be the stron-
gest leader in Bihar.

The politics in Jharkhand
influences thal in Bihar and
vise versa. It became evident
when the BJP disowned the
Lok Janshakti nominee and
decided to support the Sama-
ta candidate in Asthawan .

1t was because both the
Mahtos and Kurmis have a
sizeable presence in Ram-
garh, And the Mahio votes
are crucial for Mr Marandi.

The BJP realised that the Sa-
mata, with its suppeort base

and Kurmis may
hackstab Mr Mu-
randi in Ram-
garh if it doesn’t
support the Sa-
mata nominee in
Asthawan.

The Samata
Party had al-
ready threat-
cned to oppose .
“Mr Marandi if
the BJP doesn't
support it in As-
thawan. The
ground realities
in Ramgarh
forced the state BJP chief Mr
Nandkishore Yadav — who is
otherwise close to Mr Paswan
~ to support to Samata nomi-
nee in Asthawan.

Both the Samata and the
Lok Janshakl have fielded
Kurmi candidates in the Kur-
mi-Koeri dominated constitu-
ency. The split in the Kurmi-
Koiri voles may prove dear to
both the parties.

Mr Laloo Yadav has fielded
a Bhumihar who banks on the

Yadav, Muslim, a section of

Mr Babulal Marandi

and the votes of
Bhumihars.
Pushpanjay is
the son of RP
Sharma whaose
dealh necessita-
ted the by-polls
here.

“The police wo-
n't hesitate to
fire at those try-
ing to capture
booths and rig
polls,” the Bihar
DGP Mr RR
Prasad  said.
The Jharkhand
administration too has de-
ployed mounted military po-
lice in Ramgarh to deal with
the Naxalites.

Cong leader held captive?:
The Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress today alleged that the
TDP workers had held CLP
leader Dr YS Rajashekher
Reddy captive for several
hours last night at Patha Tir-
uvengalapuram in Badvel
constituency where by-elec-
tion will be held tomorrow
along with Giddalur. The

Keshava Rao appealed to the
people in both the constituen-
cies to maintain peace during
polling and exercise thelr
franchise in a free and demo-
cratic manner. But TDP lead-
ers today alleged that Dr Red-
dy was irying to create panic
among the voters and urged
the EC to restrain him from
entering the constituency.
Liquor seized in Majitha:
Forty-six people involved in
distribution and distillation of
liguor in Majitha Assembly
constituency have been arres-
ted in the past 24 hoars. Ma-
jitha is going to the polls to-
morrow. [Police said over
300,000 ml of liguor meant for
distribution among voters
was seized from some villages
in the Majitha segment. So
far 101 licensed weapons had
been deposited with the police
here. Raids had also been con-
ducted at the houses of 130
history-sheeters.

Marwahi security: Security
has been beefed up for tomor-
row’s polling in Marwahi con-
stituency of Bilaspur, where

ter Mr Ajit Jogi will make his
first bid to enter the Assembly
in a five-cornered contest.

Besides Mr Jogi, others in

the fray are Mr Amar Singh

Kusro (BJP), Mr Deendayal
Otti (RSP) and two [ndepend-
ents. The seat fell vacant
when the BJP legislator Mr
Ramdayal Uike resigned 0
join the Congress.

EVMs in Hindoli: Amid tight
security, 129,000 voters would
exercise  their  franchise
through electronic voting ma-
chines in tomorrow’s by-clec-
tion to the Hindoli Assembly
seat in Rajasthan.

The Hindoli seat fell vacant
following the resignation by
the Congress MLA Ms Rama
Pilot who was elected to Lok
Sabha.

Though the main contest
will be between Congress and
the BJP nominees Mr Ram-
karan Gurjar and Mr Nathu-
jal Gurjar respectively, the
jumping in the fray of the
Congress rebel Mr Ramesh

Meena could make it a triaf-
gular contest.



