By M.Saleem Pandit
The Times of india News Service

 SRINAGAR: Hundreds of Kash-
miri Sikhs staged a demonstration
.in the Sikh-dominated Alochibagh
} locality here on Sunday to protest
against a state police team’s attempt
to raid the house of a Sikh family in
4the middle of the previous night.
However, the senior superintendent
sof police (SSP) said the police party
ad gone there under court orders
rescue a kidnapped girl.
The demonstrators pelted stones
at senior police officers who visited
the area soon after the news of the
“police raid spread. About seven po-
licemen, including two woman po-
} lice personnel, were injured in the
incident, the SSP said. Police had to
resort to baton charge to disperse
the agitating mob when it attacked
e district magistrate, the SSP and

some BSF officers.

Talking to this newspaper,
Roshan Singh, whose house was re-
portedly raided by the police party,
said more than ten policemen, in-
cluding two woman police person-
nel, tried to enter his house at about
11.30 p.m. on Saturday. The male
constables were in civvies while the
two women were in uniform. When
Mr Singh refused to let them in, the
policemen forcibly entered his
house by scaling a fence, he said.

Members of the household said
they were frightened by the noctur-
nal knocks and thought that mili-
tants had come to kill them. They
raised an alarm by beating drums.
Soon, neighbours came to their res-
cue and overpowered the intruders
who were later identified by Border
Security Force personnel as person-
nel from the Shergarhi police station.
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party had gond to recover a girl,
Nazhat of Lal
portedly been Ridnapped by her
lover Mehrajuddin Bhat and kept at
Mr Singh’s house in connivance with
the latter’s family.

The girl’s brother had lodged a
complaint at the police station con-
cerned on May 24. After acquiring a
court order to search the house, the
police tried to conduct the search in
the intervening night of Saturday-
Sunday, the SSP said.

Instead of cooperating, the in-
mates of the house refused to let in
the policemen and raised a hue and
cry. They gathered people of the lo-
cality and attacked the police party,
the SSP said.

The police have ordered an in-
vestigation into the incident.
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Sonia Gandh‘lﬁwours
disclosures by MPs

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Congress president
e Sonia  Gandhi
says she favours
| mandatory dis-
closure by each
member of Par-
liament of their
income, assets
and liabilities.
w She has said so
—r % in a letter to ex-
Sonia Gandhi prime minister
Chandra Shekhar, who heads the
Lok Sabha’s committee on ethics.
He had sought her views on the
subject, early in April.
In her reply to him, dated May
24, Sonia also said that she favours
of conduct for MPs.

ese are points where Chandra
hekhar’s committee would like to
recommend action by Parliament.




in 1993

By Swati Deshpande
MUMBAL The past finally seems
to be catching up with them. On
Friday, former Mumbai police
commissioner R.D. Tyagi and 16
other policemen were charged
with the murder of nine innocent
members of the minority commu-
nity at Suleman bakery at
Mohammed Ali Road during the
communal riots of January 1993.

Acting at long last, the special
task force (STF) registered a first
information report (FIR) against
Mr Tyagi and others under Section
302 of the Indian Penal Code and
other allied sections. The matter
had earlier been referred to noted
counsel PR. Vakil for his opinion
before the registration of the
offence. Mr Vakil was appointed by
the state government in
February this year as the
legal advisor to the STF.

Additional police com-
missioner K.P
4 Raghuvanshi, who heads
the STF confirmed that
the FIR against Mr Tyagi
and others was registered }
on Friday evening. He said
the next step now would
be investiga-
tion. “There is
no question of f
arresting any-
one at the
moment,” he
told this corre-

riots’ %

the STF showed that none Qf the
deceased were armed and not a
single weapon had been recovgred
from the entire bakery. It was also
revealed that the victims had been
shot from behind. One of the vic-

tims was the head of the
Chunabhatti mosque situated next
to the bakery.

Significantly, the post-mortem
reports showed that in most of the
cases there were injuries either to
the lungs, brain, heart or other vital
organs, the police said.

Apparently, there was no proper
investigation into the cause of the
deaths of the nine persons except
for sending their bodies for post-
mortem, police sources said. Eight
of them were dead before admis-

sion to hospital, one died later

; while another survived.
The post-mortem
| showed blackish marks
| near the chests of some of
i them. No investigation
{ was, however, carried out
& 1o verify if the marks
could be due to charring,
which would mean that
the shots were fired at
point-blank range.

The report of
Justice BN
Srikrishna, sub-
mitted on
February 16,
1998, had
referred to the
Suleman bak-

spondent but
refused to speak further on the
issue.

Mr Tyagi, it may be recalled, was
the joint police commissioner
(crime) at the relevant time. The
case against him centres around
the gruesome death of nine minor-
ity community members killed by
gunshots at the bakery during the
communal riots following the
Babri masjid demolition.

Police sources said a special
operations squad (SOS) super-
vised by Mr Tyagi had stormed into
the bakery and, within 15 minutes,
tinished the operation. According
to the police, Mr Tyagi later said
the police had acted in self-defence
as the men inside the bakery,
armed with AK-47s, stenguns and
SLRs, had opened fire.

At that time, the police had also
arrested 78 persons from the bak-
ery and prosecuted them for vari-
ous offences, such as assaulting the
i pohce However mvestlgatlons by
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ery firing. Justice Srikrishna had
noted, “..the police firing appears
unjustified, excessive and resulted
in (the) killing (of) innocent citi-
zens”.

The report also quoted Mr Tyagi
as saying that although he had
gone to the bakery, he “did not go
inside at all”. His instructions to
the SOS staff were to enter the
bakery and arrest the persons fir-
ing therefrom. According to him,
he did not order any firing in the
bakery and it was reported to him
that the miscreants wielding
firearms had managed to escape
through an escape route, a report
which he believed.

With the police taking the initia-
tive, albeit delayed, in implementing
the Srikrishna report, the next item
on their agenda is to contemplate
the prosecution of Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray for his outburst
against the minority community
January 8 1993, to a journalist,
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yodhya case: Court

rejects writ petition

' PRESS TRUST OF INDIA °

- LUCKNOW, MAY 21

13

THE Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court today re-
jected a writ petition requesting
the court to direct the Uttar
Pradesh Government to issue a
fresh notification in the Ayodhya
case to try several accused, includ-
ing three Union Ministers, L K

* Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi and
* Uma Bharati. '

A division bench comprising
Chief Justice S K Sen and Justice
AN Trivedi, while rejecting the pe-
tition filed by veteran journalist

Kuldip Nayar and others, ruled

that the court could not give any di-
rection to the State Government
with regard to the issuance of a no-

tlﬁcatlon at gtage

The cou¥t observed that the
CBI was the §ppropriate forum to
decide the isdue and proceed ac-
cording to tenéts of law.

Thewrit had prayed for a direc-

tive to the State Government 40 .

take steps to issue a notification af-
ter consultation amending the no-
tification of September 9, 1993.

It had otherwise sought is-
suance of a fresh notification con-
ferring jurisdiction on the special
court to try the case relating to
crime number 198 of 1992 regis-
tered at the Ramjanmabhoomi
police station soon after the demo-
lition of the disputed structure.

Earlier, the Uttar Pradesh Ad-
vocate General (A-G) R P Goel
submitted that the court could not

issue mandamus on the issuance of I

- the notification in the Ayodhya case.

“The case crime number 198 of .
1992 was well investigated by the
state  CB-CID before being ;
handed over to the CBI for further :
investigation and now it wasleft to

- the CBI to proceed in the case in

accordance with the law,” Goel
said in his submission. X ‘
“The CBI s the right agencyto
take appropriate decision in the |
matter in accordance with the
tenéts of law,” Goel argued fur- |
ther. The counsel for the petition- |
ers, Atu] Setalvad, Abdul Mannan |
and Zafaryab Jilani, however,
pleaded that the persons accused
in the particular case crime num-
ber should 120t escape conviction

or trial on technical groundy
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New Delhi, May 16 (UNI): A
journalist who witnessed the
demolition of Babri Masjid told
the Liberhan Commission that it
was “planned” and BJP leaders
were “jubilant”, with L.K Ad-
vani describing it as “historic”.

Ruchira Gupta, who had gone
to cover the event for Business
India, said when Advani saw so-
me Kkar sevaks climbing up the
mosque’s domes on December 6,
1992, he had said: “Unko upar
nahin chadhna chahiye. Dhan-
cha to girne hi wala hai. Unko
chot lag sakti hai (They should
not climb up. The structure is
soon to fall down. They might get
hurt).”

Advani had appealed to the
kar sevaks to come down, in-
stead more people climbed up,
she said. After that, BJP leaders
Uma Bhgrti and Acharya Dhar-
mendra made similar announce-
ments, &

Gupta’ was present at the
terrace from where the BJP
leaders were overseeing the
demolition.

When the first dome fell,

Advani was jubilant:

Bharti hugged veteran BJ%
leader and “master of the cere-
mony” Vijayaraje Scindia, who
was “weeping with joy”.

Sadhvi Rithambara told Ad-
vani: “Sarkar to girne hi wali hai
to sasuri masjid ko kyon bach-
ayen (When the government has
to go why save the mosque).”
Scindia, who was standing near-
by, agreed and said “you are
right”, Gupta told the commis-
sion.

“There was a mood of jubila-
tion on the terrace. While the
domes fell, Advani kept quiet
and did not exercise any re-
straining influence over the
crowd which was very respon-
sive,” the former BBC corre-
spondent said.

She also accused Advani of
not stopping the attack on jour-
nalists. Instead he offered her
sugar, saying, “Itna bada din
hai, chini khao (It’s a big day,
have sugar).”

Advani had asked the kar sev-
aks to put up benches and lie
down on the roads to block the
entry of Central Reserve Police

Force. “No the armed
forces has any right to touch the
kar sevaks,” she quoted him as
saying.

Gupta said a VHP activist,
who showed the journalists
around the kar seva site on De-
cember 5, had told her that an en-
gineer had come from Orissa to
tell the “designated kar sevaks”
where the mosque should be
attacked to bring down the
domes.

When she asked whether the
mosque was to be demolished, he
said: “We have done all the plan-
ning, and now it is left to the
leaders to take a decision.”

Gupta, who is working
with Unicef, told the commission
that Acharya Dharmendra,
after consulting Advani, had
made an announcement that
photographers would not be
allowed to take pictures of the
demolition.

Disclosing names of photog-
raphers beaten up by the crowd,
she said she was assaulted by kar
sevaks — who called her a Mus-
lim — when she went inside the
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mosque to see what was happen-
ing there. She was saved by a kar
sevak who knew her, Gupta
added.

When approached for help,
police advised the photogra-
phers to hand over their cameras
and flee, she recalled.

Gupta said after seeing
some houses and shops being
burnt, she asked Advani |
why they were being torched.
He replied that “Muslims are
burning their own shops for
compensation”.

Earlier, during rallies on
December3, 4 and 5, Advani
had urged kar sevaks to assem-
ble in Ayoghya on December 6.
“We are going to Ayodhya not to
do “bhajan and keertan” or “jha-~
roo and pochcha but for KaF
seva,” he had said. Togen

Gupta told the commission
that Advani had asked the
people to take a vow: “Kasam
Ram ki khate hain ki mandir
wahin banayenge (We swear

in the name of Ram that the te:
ple will be constructed i e
same place).” r
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_~"Shilanyas, Shah Bano forced

BJP to start Ayodhye; movement

By Our Special Correspondent ”() ,G
NEW DELHI, MAY. 14. The Union Home Minister, Mr.
L.K. Advani, today named three factors which had
prompted the BJP to launch a movement in support
of the construction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya.

He said the Rajiv Gandhi Government’s decision
to allow the ‘shilanyas’ and open the doors of the
Ram temple and its volte-face over the Supreme
Court’s verdict on the Shah Bano case were crucial
factors which forced the BJP to get involved in the
Ayodhya movement.

Deposing before the Liberhan Commission,
probing the December 6, 1992 demolition of the
Babri masjid, Mr. Advani said: “If the Shah Bano
episode had not taken place, if the Government had
not actively participated or facilitated the shilanyas
or opened the Ram temple gates, may be this would
not have weighed with us when we were thinking of
the Ayodhya Resolution in 1989.”

He said the movement was launched by the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the Centre was more
active in facilitating the movement.

The 1989 campaign of the ruling party was
launched from Ayodhya and the then Congress
president spoke about giving Ram Rajya to the
country, he said.

“The BJP joined the movement as it was another
occasion for the party for strengthening national-
ism in the country,” he told the Commission.

‘Court order binding’

Dissociating from the VHP's claim that it would
go ahead with the temple construction whatever the

court’s verdict
BJP was com
sion.

“Occasionally, VHP leaders have said irrespective
of the court verdict they would proceed with the
Ayodhya movement, but as far as the BJP is con-
cerned we have always said that the judicial order is
binding on all citizens unless legislature decides
otherwise,” Mr. Advani said.

Mr. Advani said whenever the VHP leaders made
an announcement regarding the temple construc-
tion he felt odd as a make-shift temple already exist-
ed in Ayodhya.

Quoting the court’s decision to maintain the sta-
tus quo in Ayodhya, Mr. Advani said he could not
understand why those interested in the temple were
making statements of this kind.

For the BJP it was a political movement unlike the
VHP which considered it a religious one.

“Whatever a political party does is political,” he
said when asked a specific question by the Commis-

ay be, Mr. Advani clarified that the
tted to abiding by the court's deci-

sion’s counsel, Mr. Anupam Gupta whether the !

BJP’s involvement in the Ayodhya movement was
“political or religious.”

Describing the demolition of the Babri masjid as
an “illegal and forceful action”, he said the Ayodhya
matter should be resolved peacefully by securing the
consent of the Muslim community.

Reiterating that India traditionally remained a
secular country, Mr. Advani said India like Pakistan
could have become a theocratic state immediately
after attaining Independence but it would have gone
against the “culture, history and tradition of the
country.”
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‘No need for fresh
notification on”

%’

Ayodhya case: BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, MAY 7

RUSHING aside Opposi-
B fion demand, the Uttar
Pradesh Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Monday main-
tained there was no need to issue

+ fresh notification to try the 21 ac-
- cused, including Union Ministers

L K Advani, M M Joshi and Uma
Bharati in the case related to de-

| molition of the disputed structure
i at Ayodhya.

|

Reacting to the Opposition
demand for issue of a fresh noti-
fication rectifying the technical
flaws in the earlier one thatled to
the dropping of proceedings

. against accused, the BJP state

unit chief Kalraj Misra said the
senior party leaders were "inno-
cent and were wrongly impli-

. cated" in the case.

If the Opposition insists on a
proper debate it could be held in

' the State Legislative Assembly, he

said.
Mishra reiterated the demand

! for a ban on the Students Islamic
- Movement of India (SIMI) alleg-
; Ing it was an "ally” of ISI and was
- "actively participating in disruptive
- activities.”

“Ttis the stand of BJP that SIMI

. should be banned and the govern-
© ment o0 is gathering proof of its

{ anti-national activities",

Mishra
said.

Reacting to BJP’s stand on
Ayodhya demolition case, Sama-
;wadl Party V10e—Pres:dent Bhag-

Naked cover-up: Cong

B NEW DELH!: THE Congress to-
day described as a "naked cover-
up” the "refusal” by Uttar Pradesh
Government fo issue a fresh notifi-
cation in Ayodhya case and de-
manded the state government per-
form its duty so that those who
conspired in the demolition of Babri
Masjid were not aliowed to get
away without trial.

"The decision of the UP Govern-
ment not to go in for a fresh notifi-
cation is nothing but a naked cover-
up of the implications it would have.
We demand the state government
should perform its duty as the law
of the land cannot be put in cold
storage by any government’, party
spokesman S Jaipal Reddy told re-
porters.

wati Singh told reporters his
party would oppose this "tooth
and nail" both within the State
Assembly and outside.

If need arises the Samajwadi
Party might approach the court to
force the government issue a
fresh notification in connection
with the Ayodhya demolition
case keeping in view the CBI's
special court verdict that techni-
cal flaws could be removed by is-
suing a fresh notification to try
the 21 accused.

When approached for hiscom-
ments, Kalraj Mishra said if Oppo-
sition approached the court, BIP_
would fight it out there,
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/ Church

1

| condemns
i Bihar

. \
" blasts N

New Delhi, May 7 (UNI): The
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
India (CBCI) today condemned the
May 5five blasts in a church in the
Muzaffarpur diocese in Bihar by
“some unidentified miscreants”
and demanded action against
them.

“It appears there is a conspira-
cy against us and the Christian
community feels terrorised with
this incident....We feel insecure,”
Archbishop Vincent M. Conces
sao of Delhi and Bishop John B.
Thakur of Muzaffarpur said in a
joint statement here.

They said the miscreants trig-
gered three strong blasts between
7 and 7.20 pm after the evening
worship in St. Francis Assissi
Cathedral in Muzaffarpur. The
blasts were accompanied by anti-
Christian hate campaign on hand-
written posters in Hindi.

The pamphlets read: "Chris
tians leave India”, “Whole of
India has to be painted with the
colour of Hindutva™, and “Chris
tians should stop conversion ir
the name of service".

Bishop Thakur said the inci
dent was immediately reported ts
i | police who have so far failed to ap
; prehend the culprits.

“We feel there is a conspirac
against us....We need police pro-
tection for the Christian comm:-
nity,” he said.

Archbishop Concessao, also
the first. vice'president of the
CBCI. urged the people to coa-
demn such incidents, “which
spread communal poison in a soci-
ety which faces its own struggles
to cope with its multi-religious
character™.

He said the CBCI had decided
tourge President K.R. Narayanan.
Prime Minister Atal Bihgri Vaj- -
payee and Bihar chief’ minister
Rabri Devi to protect the minority
' community. ;
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“Church blast
41 damages, ¢
Christ statue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUZAFFARPUR, May 7. —-
! Cracker explosions by hood-
lums in a church here has
caused partial damage to a
statue of Christ. This has sent
shock waves among the Chris-
tian ‘community in the Bihar
town, official sources said to-
day.

The unidentified hoodlums
burst three crackers one after
another on Saturday evening
in 8t Francis Church which
ripped off the head of a statue
of the infant Jesus seated on
the lap of St Joseph, sources
. said.

. The hoodlums also left behind
pamphlets which said “Seva ki
aar mein dharmantaran band
karo (stop religious conver-
sions in the garb of service),”
“Isaiyon Bharat choro
. (Christians leave India)” and

“Poore Bharat ko Hindu rang

mein rangna hai (Hindus

should prevail in entire
. India).”

An FIR was lodged at the local
police station by Father Juliu
Lazarus of the church. '

Top district and police officers
remained tight-lipped over the
incident but said investigation
was on. A police contingent has
also been posted at the church,
they said.

When contacted, the state
DGP, Mr RR Prasad, talking to
reporters in Patna ruled out
the possibility of the explosion
being triggered by bombs and
said police was looking into the
matter.

Father Lazarus said the
Christian community was ter-
ribly hurt by the incident and
described it as “extremely seri-
ous.”

Security beefed up: All

churches in Bihar's Muzaffar-

pur distri¢t were brought un-
der tight seeurity following the
blast in 8t Francis Church/ of-

ficial sources said today, adds
UNI from Patna. /
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MONDAY, MAY 7, 2001

THE AYODHYA REPRIEVE

\ PROCEDURAL FLAW should not be permitted
o become the basis of a remittance -— partic-
tarly, in a matter as significant as that of the
letestable conspiracy to demolish the Babri
Masjid. Apart from the cause of justice, a fair trial
in this case is important as a reaffirmation of the
country’s secular faith and its readiness to hold
everyone — irrespective of rank or office — ac-
countable to the rule of law, This is why it is
imperative that the legal defect, which has re-
sulted in a clutch of Sangh Parivar heavyweights
being let off the hook, is rectitied as soon as
possible. The Special CBI court’s decision to
drop criminal proceedings against three Union
Ministers (Mr. L. K. Advani, Mr. Murli Manohar
Joshi and Ms. Uma Bharti) and some camp-fol-
lowers was not unexpected. The decision is an
outcome of an earlier judicial ruling — the Alla-
habad High Court’s order setting aside the noti-
fication for the trial of Mr. Advani and seven
others on the ground that it was technically de-
fective. However, it is not very clear at the mo-
ment why the CBI special court decided to put
on hold — apart from the eight covered by the
High Court order — the trial of 13 others who
were not covered by the defective notification.

The Allahabad High Court was constrained
to set aside the decision to frame charges against
the eight persons, who were named in one par-
ticular First Information Report (FIR), because
the prosecution had failed to take its statutory
prior consent before referring the case to the CBI
special court for trial. The High Court had expli-
citly acknowledged that this procedural defect
was “‘curable” and made it clear that to revive
the case, all that is required is a fresh notification
adhering to the legal formalities. The defective
notification was isSued during the period Uttar
fider President’s Rule and so the

N\

procedural bungle cannot be attributed to poli{i-
cal machination. It was a plain and simple bot
up — although an extraordinarily serious one i
the circumstances. However, the Ayodhya cas
is not free from the shadow of unforgivably par-
tisan politics. All that is required to revive the
Babri Masjid demolition conspiracy case is a
fresh notification issued by the Uttar Pradesh
Government which states that the prior concur-
rence of the High Court has been taken before
reference to the special court. But the BJP Gov-
ernment headed by Mr. Rajnath Singh has re-
fused to commit itself to issuing such a
notification. When confronted directly, the Chief
Minister’s ambiguous and wholly unsatistying
response is a ‘promise’ to take “appropriate legal
action””.

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that
the BJP Government in the State is committed to
preventing those accused of the Ayodhya con-
spiracy from undergoing trial. At the same time,
Mr. Advani, Mr. Joshi, Ms. Bharti and their saf-
fron fellow-travellers seem to have no qualms
about exploiting a procedural infirmity to avoid ’
judicial scrutiny. It will be a tragedy if they are |
allowed to get away with it. To fail to issue a fresh
notification is to be a willing participant in halt-
ing the search for the truth. Pressure must be
brought on Mr. Rajnath Singh to issue a fresh
notification and the CBI must take the appropri-
ate steps to challenge the special court’s order
legally. The Babri Masjid was pulled down over
eight years ago and the fact that the trial has not
even begun is shameful enough. The last thing
the nation needs is for it to be further obstructed
by a partisan State Government which would
allow its misplaced political loyalty to totally
obliterate its commitment to the rule of law.
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+~Rajnath subverting

NEW DELMI, MAY 6. The Congress to-
day criticised the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mr. Rajnath Singh,
for refusing to move the court and
remove the technical flaw in the
Babri Masjid demolition case
against the 21 accused persons.
“A Chief Minister who has tak-
en oath under the Constitution is
expected to uphold it and not
subvert it,” the Congress spokes-
person, Mr. Anand Sharma, said.
He charged the BJP with
thwarting the due process of law
in pursuit of its communal agen-
da. The Lucknow Bench of the Al-

By Our Special Oc:.mmvezzmi.x\gﬁgga High Court while letting

off the three Union Ministers had
not pronounced them innocent.
It had merely pointed out a tech-
nical flaw, Mr. Sharma added.

Instead of rectifying this flaw,
the BJP in a brazen show of disre-
spect to the criminal justice sys-
tem, had sought to demonstrate
its total lack of respect to the law
of the land, he said.

The CPI(ML) has termed drop-
ping off criminal proceedings
against the accused as a “deliber-
ate and calculated attempt on the
part of the BJP-led Government
and the Uttar Pradesh Govern-

ment ¥o hush up the case”.

Tt aljo accused the RSS and the
“shamelessly misusing
sition of power, both at
the Ceftre and in the State, to
stop the court and the investigat-

ing agency from arriving at any
verdict against their leaders’.

‘Govt. can’t be forced’

LUCKNOW, MAY 6. The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party today said that the Ut-
tar Pradesh Government could
not be “forced” to issue a fresh
notification, following the recent
judgment of the special CBI court
in the Babri Masjid demolitiion

stitution:

_ I

Cong,
case.” The Government\c#inot be
forced to issue a fresh notifica-
tion,” the BJP spokesman, Mr.
Hriday Narain Dixit, said in a
statement here.

He also condemned the Con-
gress, the Samajwadi Party and
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) for
asking the Uttar Pradesh Govern-

ment to issue a fresh notification
on the issue.

Mr. Dixit alleged that the Gov-
ernment of the day had conspired
to implicate the senior BJP lead-
ers in the case and that was why
the case could not stand in the
court. — PTI
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U.S. panel links lifting
of sancho agamst Y
India to'm norily status

WASHINGTON: Taking up cudgdls on behalf of Christians and Muslims
in India, a U.S. commission has li
tions against New Delhi to improvement in the condition of minorities.

Indo-U.S. economic trade ties should be linked to greater religious free-
dom for minorities and removal of restrictions on conversion, U.S.
commission on international religious freedom said in its report released
on Monday.

“Should the U.S. government continue to waive economic sanctions
against India and promote greater frade and investment, the implementa-
tion of our economic policies should take into account progress of the In-
dian government on protecting religious freedom, ensuring safety of reli-
gious minorities, and promoting the rule of law”, the commission, set up to
make recommendations to U.S. Congress and the government, said.

Claiming that there had been “disturbing increase in the past several years
in severe violence against religious minorities” in India, the report linked it
with increase in political influence at the national amd state level of “Hindu
nationalists” identifying them with the RSS, ruling BJP and associated or-
ganisations.

“Although the BJP-led government may not be directly responsible for
instigating violence against religious minorities, there is concern that the
government is not doing all that it could to pursue the perpetrators of the
attacks and to counteract the prevailing climate of hostility, in some quar-
ters of India, against these minority groups.”

Ayodhya remains a live issue with persistent calls from the RSS to build
a temple there, the commission said, adding that friction over other holy
sites has intensified in recent years.

It claimed that mosques had been vandalised and violence against
Christians had increased dramatically.

- Since murder of Australian missionary Graham Staines and his sons in
Onssa, attacks on Christians have continued with reports of renewed at-
tacks on churches, priests and ministers, particularly in Gujarat, the report
claimed. “A prominent example of government’s failure to adequately act
against those associated with communal violence was the controversial
decision of a Shiv-Sena government magistrate in Maharashtra to dismiss
charges against Shiv Sena leader Bal Thackeray for his role inciting vio-
lence against Muslims in the riots following destruction of Babri
Mosque”, it said.

The commission also recommended that the U.S. go»?vm “allocate

funds from its foreign assistance programmes for promotigfi of education
on religious toleration and indusiveness in India.” *T)
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\ By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, MAY 5. The Bharatiya Janata Party t day
welcomed the order of the Special CBI Judge putng
on hold the trial of 21 accused in Ayodhya case,
saying the case was “politically motivated and fraud-
ulent.” Addressing presspersons here, the BJP
spokesman, Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra, said the Ut-
tar Pradesh Government *'is advised to see the desir-
ability and futility” of pursuing such a “fraudulent
case” and refrain from issuing a fresh notification.
There was no need for another notification.

Asked if he was pressuring the U.P. Government,
Mr. Malhotra said, ““If we wanted to put pressure on
the State Government, we could have done it three
years ago.” The Congress had withdrawn all cases
from the Shah Commission when it came to power
in the post-Emergency period, he pointed out.

Mr. Malhotra contended that the BJP-led coalition
Government had been “‘too soft on its opponents
and too hard on itself.”

P hails CBI court ofder

He claimed that senior BJP leaders and Central
Ministers like Mr. L.K. Advani, Mr. Murli Manohar
Joshi and Ms. Uma Bharti, were “falsely implicated”
in the additional chargesheet which was brought up
in a hurry and smacked of political motives and ven-
detta.

Mr. Malhotra criticised the Congress for rapping
the Central Ministers involved in the Ayodhya case
and repeatedly demanding their resignations. “It
does not behove the Congress to take recourse to
such action, particularly when the party has aligned
with Ms. Jayalalitha in Tamil Nadu and is unabash-
edly backing her for Chief Ministership even when
she has been convicted and sentenced to two-year
prison term,” he argued.

Referring to the pre-poll scenario in Assam, the
BJP spokesman feared that the Congress-ULFA links,
along with the Bangladeshi infiltrators, could prove
“fatal” and “detrimental” to the interests of natlonal
security.

Left for fresh notification:

/
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Court dropéfliarges
agalnst Advani,
in Ayodhya case -

hi
Gk

Says ‘legal defect’ in notification needs to be rectified

The Times of India News Service

LUCKNOW: The special sessions judge of a
CBI court, S.K. Shukla, on Friday dropped
criminal proceedings against 21 accused in
the Ayodhya demolition case, including
three Union ministers, L.K. Advani, M.M.
Joshi and Uma Bharti, until the “legal
defect” in the notification constituting the

Kalyan Singh and VHP leaders Ashok
Singhal and Giriraj Kishore. The judge also
directed the rest of the 26 accused, including
the then district magistrate, R.N. Srivastava,
and SSP D.V. Rai to appear before the court
on June 8 for framing charges against them.

It may be recalled that the special judge
(Ayodhya Prakaran) had summoned all the

court was recti-
fied. The judge
directed the gov-
ernment to rectify |
the defect as
observed by the
high court earlier.

The judge held
that the trial
against the eight

. M
accused, includ- L.K. Advani

MM, Joshi

49 accused in the case on September 9,1997.

— The order was
§| challenged on
behalf of 33
accused in four
revision petitions
before the high
court. The high
court had held

ceedings relating
to the case as void

Bal Timokemy

ing the three min-
isters and 13 others, brought within the
ambit of this case could not be proceeded
with on the basis of the consolidated
chargesheet filed by the CBI which had
already been quashed by the Allahabad
high court earlier.

The high court had cited a legal defect in
the government notification constituting the
special court to try the case when it quashed
the notification. Besides the three ministers,
others against whom the proceedings were
dropped include Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackeray, former U.P. chief minister

as the special
court for hearing the cases was not constitut-
ed with the consultation of the high court.

'The special judge, in view of the order of
the high court, dropped the proceedings
against the 21 accused on the ground that
they were the accused in the FIR lodged in
respect of case crime no. 198192, and as such
no proceeding could take place against them.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday said his govern-
ment would do “whatever is lawful” in the
Ayodhya case and denied that it was trying
to protect “some people”.

SC tells Centre, states to
~ stop female foehczde

By Our Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI: Anguished by the indis-
criminate misnse ofadvmeel:lyteehnology
foreﬂwhnghmalefoeuﬂde,thesnpmme

iagnostic Techniques

(PNDT)
(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act
sincerely to end this menace. It also asked .

the authoritis to launch a vigorous media
female foe udeanﬂﬁe

campaign against
practice Mme-nﬁaldetennmﬁon ofsex.

It asked the Central S Board
(CSB) to issue directions to all states and

ﬁontenitmestoﬁnmhqnmteﬂytetmns
to the CSB, a report on the i
mentation workingofthePNDTAct.

A bench g Justice M.B, Shah
and Justice S.N. anavasmdthesereports
would include action taken against non-
registered bodies operating in violation of

Section 3 of the act, inclusive of search and
seizure ofrecotds.’l‘hehemhﬁ'eeted the

on altomey

Sorabjee’
'gwﬁon,thebendnalsodirectedﬂmcsnto
meet every six months to review and mon-
itor the implementation of the act.

The order is the fallout of
lic interest litigation filed by activist
George of the Centre ﬁ)r
Heslth and Allied Themes (CE
&(B;Am) Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal

alleging that the male-female
ratio in the co was diropping alarming-
ly due to the unchecked practice of deter-

mining the sex of a foetus, which invaria
resulted in female foeticide. by

e —————
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‘CBI court breather for Ba ari trio

'y
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q j

LUCKNOW, May 4. - The
special CBl court of Mr
Shrikant Shukla hearing the
Babari Masjid demolition case,
today dropped proceedings
against 21 of the 47 accused till
the “defect” in the government
notification establishing the
special court is rectified.

Apart from three Union
ministers ~ Mr LK Advani, Mr
Murli Manchar Joshi and Ms
Uma Bharti - the others
against whom proceedings
have been kept in abeyance
include the Shiv Sena chief, Mr,
Bal Thackeray, former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Mr
Kalyan Singh and VHP leaders
Mr Ashok Singhal and Mr

Giriraj Kishore. <)/ ”)W”” v

The others are the BJP MP
from Faizabad, Mr Vinay Kati-
yar, the VHP general secretary,
Mr Vishnu Hari Dalmiya,
former BJP MP from Gorakh-
pur, Mahant Avaidyanath, Ms
Sadhvi Ritambhara, and the
chief of the Ram Janam Bhoo-
mi Trust, Mahant Paramhans
Ram Chandra Das.

In its 33-page ruling, the
special court brought 13 other
accused into the ambit of the
case (crime number 198 of
1992) over and above the eight
listed by the Lucknow Bench of
Allahabad High Court on 12
February. The High Court had
said the state had not taken its
consent in constituting the
special court to try case No.198.

The High Court had said th t
the “defect” was curable by th
government. However, no ste
has yet been taken by’ th
Rajnath Singh government t
rectify the position though the
chief minister has been saying
all along that “all possible legal
action will be taken”.

The special court, however,
asked the remaining 26 accu-
sed covered under crime No.
197 to appear before the court
on 8 June for framing of
charges. (The High Court had
said that the constitution of the
special court to try those listed
in case crime No. 197 was in
order).

Also among the accused were
the then Faizabad DM, Mr RN
Shrivastava, and senior police

superintendent, Mr DB Rai.
The court rejected their plea
that they were also covered by
the High Court ruling. The
judge has used strong words
against the two officials and
mentioned that the two had
“intentionally reduced the poli
ce force so that the destruction
became easy”.

Ayodhya incidentally falls in
Faizabad district.

The CBI counsel, Mr PK Chau
bey, said after the court ruling
that it would be studied. “We
still have time to go against the
HC ruling,” he said, adding that
the charges against the accused
stood. Only the matter had been
kept in abeyance till “the defect
in constituting the court was

cured”. //
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HT Correspondent il \,\C
Bhubaneswar, May 4 :

PURNO MAHATO, prosecution
witness in the Staines murder
case. said today before the
Khurda District and Sessons
Judge that on January 20 in
1999, two days before the mis-
sionary and his sons' murder,
Dara Singh and one of his asso-
ciates, Dipu Das, had plotted the
murders.

A roadside vendor in the Ban-
abiara daily market under Patna
police station limits in Keonjhar
district, Mahato also identified
Dara as the person who had
asked him to assist him in his
bid.

“Dara asked me to organise 10
to 15 people from our Mahato
community to oppose the Christ-
ian  missionaries allegedly
involved in conversion activity
in the area, but 1 refused. He
then tried to convince me
that the missionaries were
misleading the tribals and trying

Dara sought my help
to kill Staines: witness

to increase the- st
their religion
conversion bid,” Mah§to said
before the court.

The next day, on January
21, Dara and Dipu were
cycling around the market
talking te various people, he
said.

Mahato said before the court
that he had known Dara for more
than five years.

Apart from teaching Hindi
in the Maliposi School, Dara
was a part-time vegetable vendor
in the Talapaka daily market,
about 40 km from Manoharpur
village.

Whenever he visited Banib-
iara, he used to stay in the house
of the Banibiara School’s head-
master.

On January 20, Dara and
Dipu had visited the village
to attend the annual fair organ-
ised by the Mahato community
on the banks of the Tel river
and searched for people
who could join them in eliminat-

TRE HINDUST AL

~taken him to

ing the Christian missionaries
in the Manoharpur area, the wit-
ness said.

During cross examination,
Mahato said 10 days after murder
of Graham Staines and his two
minor sons, the Orissa Police had
the spot of
the incident and interrogated
him there.

Answering a question from the
defence counsel, Mahato said he
had never been to Manoharpur
village nor had nay knowledge of
the conversion process.

However, he had heard from
fellow traders that one Saheb
(Graham Staines was popularly
known as Saheb) used to visit the
tribal village and propagate his
religion.

It was also widely known
that Staines Sahib was treating
leprosy patients and giving
financial assistance to the poor
and needy in the surrounding
villages, Purno Mahato said
before the court.
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THERE CAN be no question that organisa-
tions that work to weaken the fabric of India
by vitiating the communal equilibrium, and
disrupting defence and other sensitive
installations, need to be dealt with sternly.
But it isn’t clear that a ban is the answer. The
government has outlawed the Deendar
Anjuman, an obscure 75-year-old Islamic
organisation based in Andhra Pradesh
which is said to have caused explosions in
churches in some southern states at the
behest of a hostile alien outfit last summer.
But the point is whether the perpetrators of
such nefarious deeds will simply be driven
underground by the ban.

Bans have been imposed on a number of
organisations — the RSS for one after
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, during the
Emergency and following the Babri masjid’s
demolition. And on the undivided CPI for
another. But, at different times, the saf-
fronites as well as the communists came to
be part of governments at the Centre. The
effectiveness of neither was blunted, at least
not for long. In more recent times, the ULFA
in Assam, Ranbir Sena in Bihar and sundry
other outfits have been declared illegal. But
this has hardly meant a decisive suppression

v .o Double standards &

of their activities. Indeed,
often worked as administrative
Experience suggests that official alertness
often slackens with respect to bodies‘that are
declared unlawful, and checks against them
remain in better place if the undesirables
are kept under constant watch. In any case,
enough laws exist to checkmate even openly
subversive organisations if the government
means business. So, bans are usually the
lazy, and generally ineffective, way out.

In the present case of the Islamic outfit, the
proscription can well raise questions con-
cerning double standards even if the govern-
ment has a good case. This is because the
NDA government is widely perceived as being
less than proactive on communal outfits that
espouse majoritarian values. Recently when
the government wished to ban the Student
Islamic Movement of India (SIMI), Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Digvijay Singh sug-
gested that the move will carry conviction
only if a body like the Bajrang Dal was simi-
larly dealt with. There is no doubt that a gov-
ernment must retain the power to ban an out-
fit, but the authority must invoked with
circumspection and withoutfeing influenced
by political considerations

FHE HINDUSTAN Ti:.£#
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BJP hails special court order,
Muslim Forum cries foul

Sunita Aron W \;)‘ﬂ'\
Lucknow, May 4 Snw UV
UP BJP spokesman Hrid!ay
Narain Dixit was overjoyed that
proceedings against 21 promi-
nent BJP-VHP-Shiv Sena leaders
in the Ayodhya demolition case
have been dropped.

Though the grounds for drop-
ping the cases against the leaders
are both “technical and rectifi-
able,” every twist in the sensitive
case has got a political hue.

The special court judgement,
dropping cases against the
prominent leaders till the State
Government issues a fresh notifi-
cation, has raised questions
whether the case would ever
reach a logical end. The incident
took place in 1992.

With the BJP Government at
the State, its political intentions
are doubtful. Though the High
Court order setting aside the

notification on technical
grounds came in February last,
the State Government Kept on
sitting pretty and did not issue a
fresh notification.

“The High Court order is
under examination” is all the
State Government officials have
to say. The Allahabad Bench of
the High Court had set aside a
State Government notification of
October 8, 1993 in which the spe-
cial court was empowered to
cover the case involving BJP-
VHP-Sena leaders.

It is unlikely that the State
Government will make any early
move even after today’s judge-
ment. Thus the other options are
only going to complicate the case.

“The BJP may get some politi-
cal advantage in elections. But
there is going to be no impact on
the case itself. Prima facie order
is illegal and against the High
court judgement, therefore it is

T

most likely to get quashed”.

All-India Muslim Forum has
dubbed the dropping of ‘the
charges in demolition case as a
black spot on the rule of law. The
forum has demanded the BJP
Government to issue a fresh noti-
fication without any delay, or
they will file a writ of mandamus
in the HC, seeking a direction to
the Government.

BSP leader Mayawati has
accused the State Government of
shielding people responsibie for
demolishing the mosque and
demanded immediate issuance of
fresh notification so that pro-
ceedings could continue against
the accused. She has also chal-
lenged to launch an agitation if
early decision was not taken in
this regard.

Samajwadi Party leader Bhag-
wati Singh accused both the UP
Governments and the NDA at the
Centre of protecting the guilty.

/
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GROSS TO BEAR,

?ﬂ US criticism right on target 4(

N

HE most damning information provided by the\US
Commission on International Religious Freedom, whose

" annual report dwells at length on India, is not New Delhi’s
lack of suitable response to persecution of minorities, but that

the government refused permission to visit this country for a -

first-hand assessment. Indian officials will be quick to point
out that refusing such requests is “proper” since the alterna-

tive is tantamount to infringement of sovereignty. This has -

been the official argument of every government every time

and everywhere. And usually the apprehension has meant
that government has something serious to hide. Conversely, .
governments confident of their own record grant permission :

for outside scrutiny as a matter of form, or even indifference.
New Delhi’s refusal to allow the US Commission to visit
India, therefore, shows pretty much conclusively that it loses
sleep thinking what the Americans may find - for example, if
they were to talk to Christian priests and poor Christians in
Gujarat villages. The ugly reality the Indian government
wants to hide from US lawmakers however poses a far bigger
problem for this country itself. Which is that to date the NDA
government, especially the BJP, has not been able to take a
firm line on provocative religious activism. The policy should
be clear. Any individual or any group has the right to preach,

proselytise, cajole and convince but no one can take the battle -

of faith into the arena of violence and intimidation. On that

front the Centre as well as BJP state governments have failed

miserably. Because the crossing of the acceptable line has
always been done by Hindu organisations. Consider this
hypothetical situation: if Christian missionaries started
attacking temples and forcibly converting Hindus, would a
BJP state government and the Centre take days to issue a
painfully cautious statement, and then take months to
identify the perpetrators, as happens every time Sangh
fanatics go on a rampage. Surely not. Then how come the
arsonists, rioters and, in some cases, killers targeting Indian
Christians have not been brought to justice; not even one of
them, unless one considers Dara Singh the elaborate farce
after Graham Staines was brutally murdered.

These questions will not go away simply because the
government disallows Americans a fact-finding visit. Indeed
the report of the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom makes it clear that a certain strong and entirely
rational perception about current official treatment of
minorities have gained ground outside India. This wasn’t the
case before, and the fact that it is now, is squarely the BJP-
led government’s responsibility and fault. On this matter, the
current government has reduced India to the level of
countries long infamous for undemocratic polities and
institutionalised persecution. The US Commission says that
it does not find the government directly responsible in the

; sense that there are no official orders for treating minorities
differently. Remember, there were official orders to
demolish the Babari Masjid either.

ﬂ;s‘ATw

CLMAY T

-~

v



A e e

1

e be - R D

‘Union govt “hans

Deendar Anjuman
for fomenting =~
communal trouble

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has imposed a ban on the
Deendar Anjuman on the ground
that it engineered the bomb blasts
in churches in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Goa between May
and July last year.

Asked why the government had
taken so long to impose a ban, a
home ministry spokesman told
The Times of India on Thursday,
“It takes time because first, a thor-
ough investigation is done and a
prima facie case is made out, and
the ban is imposed only after con-
sultations with the states con-
cerned.” He said that the Centre
had to be sure of the case as the
ban was adjudicated upon by a tri-
bunal. This, he said, caused a time
lag between the incident and the
ban.

The organisation in question
was found to be indulging in
fomenting communal tension and
it had links with Pakistan’s Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI), the
home ministry official said. In
short, Deendar Anjuman’s activi-
ties all added up to being prejudi-
cial to India’s security, the home
ministry contended.

The organisation, active in the
Deccan areas, was engaged in dis-
tribution of anti-Christian litera-
ture, in espionage activities and
had “the potential to disturb
peace, and the communal and sec-
ular fabric of the country”, the
ministry spokesman said.

He said the Anjuman had “links
in Mardan in Pakistan and has
been organising a band of disgrun-
tied Muslim youths in India into a

1lint outfit for launching a
jthad (holy war) with the avowed
opjective of total Islamisation of
tHe sub-continent”.

e organisation had planned to
create disturbances, especially by
promoting hatred, fomenting sus-
picion and ill-will among the
Christians and Hindus as well as
among other communities, he said.
It had directed its activists to
attack Christian institutions with
the objective of embarrassing the
government, especially in the
international arena, and weaken-
ing it internally, he said.

The decision to ban the outfit
followed a meeting in Bangalore
between the Centre and represen-
tatives of the police forces of
Andhra Pradesh, Goa and
Karnataka. The meeting empha-
sised that there was a grand design
of Pakistan’s ISI to foment trouble
by pitting one community against
another to weaken the moral
strength of the country and its sec-
ular fabric.

Stating that the Anjuman had
been outlawed under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967,
the home ministry spokesman
said, “The organisation had plans
to target major infrastructural
installations, including the rail-
ways, telecom networks, electricity
grids, oil refineries and defence
installations.”

Deendar Anjuman Siddique, a
little-known and obscure sect, was
founded 75 years ago by Maulana
Syed Siddique Hussain, who died
in October 1952 in Hyderabad.
His eldest son, Syed Ziaul Hasan,
who is heading the sect, is report-
edly staymg.ef Pakistan. /

THE TIMES OF INDIA

3 MAY 21



|

FROM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, May 1: The US
warned on Monday that India
was close to being labelled a
“country of particular con-
cern” (CPC) for violating reli-
gious freedom and failure to
safeguard the rights of reli-
gious minorities.

In a strongly-worded, 188-pa-
ge report released here, the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom called upon
the Bush administration to take
up the twin issues of religious
freedom and human rights with
Delhi “as the US government pu-
rsues greater engagement with
India on a full range of issues”.

The repeal of economic sanc-
tions against India and promotion
of American trade “should take
into account the progress of the
Indian government on protecting
religious freedom, ensuring the
safety of religious minorities and
promoting the rule of law”, there-
port demanded.

The annual report is a fallout
of a 1998 legislation aimed at mak-
ing international religious free-
dom an integral part of the US for-
eign policy.

Labellinga country asaCPC s
an equivalent in the 1998 law of
designating a state as a sponsor of
terrorism. China, Iran, Iragq,
Sudan, Myanmar and the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan have been
CPCs since the setting up of the
commission, which last year
added North Korea, Laos, Saudi
Arabia and Turkmenistan to the
list. It has also written to the US
secretary of state demanding
“careful monitoring” of religious
freedom in India, Pakistan,
Uzbekistan and Vietnam.

The religious freedom report
is produced by a 10-member com-
mission. Three of its members

are appointed by the President,
four by Congressional leaders of
the party which is not in the
White House and three others by
the President’s party. In addition,
the administration chooses an
ambassador-at-large for interna-

tional religious freedom who isan
ex-offfelo member.

In its latest report, the com-
mission is highly critical of the
Indian embassy in Washington
for not facilitating what many In-
dians regard as an intrusive at-
tempt by the panel to directly in-
vestigate allegations of minori-
ties being persecuted in India.

“In October 2000, initial en-
quiries were made to the Indian

Praise for Pak

Washjngton, May 1: Within
hounggf;releasing its annual re-
port gigxglobal terrorism which
contplmi-adverse remarks on
Pakiigdan; the US state depart-
mentyesterday complimented
the country for its cooperation
with the US in fighting terror.

m See Page 6 -

embassy in Washington about an
invitation (to visit India), but
there was no response. After meet-
ing with the Indian ambassador to
the US in December, the commis-
sion was assured that inquiries
would be made to New Delhi, but
nothing more has yet been heard
in official channels”.

In a section on “Hindu nation-
alism and the BJP”, the commis-
sion’s report accuses “the Sangh
parivar” of propagating the view
that “only Hindus are ‘real’ Indi-
ans, suggesting that non-Hindus
are foreigners and thus deserving

itical of what it describes as RSS
leader K.S. Sudarshan’s eall last
year to “nationalise” minotity re-
ligions in India and have “an:Indi-
an church” like the one in China.

The commission demanded
that “the Indian governmentinu-
st continue to make absolutely ¢le-
ar its opposition to any move to-
wards establishing ‘nationalised’
churches or state-controlled relig-
ious institutions or to interfere
improperly with relations betw-:
een Indian religious communities
and their foreign co-religionists”.

In addition, “the US governim-
entshauld make clear that it vidws
with concern any attempt by the
Indian government to control or
regulate religious communities
and their institutions to promote
or protect such national values”.

In a proposal which will be
seen in Dethiasa USattempttoin--:
terfere in its internal affairs, the
commission has said: “The US
government should allocate funds
from its foreign assistance pro. -
grammes for the promotion of ed- -
ucation. on religious toleration
and inclusiveness in India.”

It has also proposed that Wash-
ington should review its econom-
icengagement with India to deter-
mine how it can promote law and
order and a “stable society with le-
gitimate institutions”.

“Evidence of improvements”
should be a factor in determining
the level of US assistance through
the Export-Import Bank, the Ov-
erseas Private Investment Corpo-
ration and the like.

The commission was appoint-
ed during the liberal regime of
Bill Clinton and its term is set to
expire later this month.

With Christian conservatives
in charge in the Bush White
House, a new commission to ba<et

suspicion and even attack”. up shortly is expected to ore
In this context, it is sharply cr-  vocal on India.
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///\/ Dara Singh
CUeidentified
NS L{

BHUBANESWAR, May 2.
proségution witness in the
Staindses murder case, Bhakta
Maran{i, today identified
Ravindrg Pal, alias Dara Singh,
as the pérson who led a mob on
22 January 1999 in attacking a
vehicle in which the Staineses
were asleep.

Marandi said the leader of the
mob was “tall and slim” and had
an axe in his hand. When the
CBI counsel asked if he could
identify the person from among
the accused, he pointed at Dara.
He also identified another
accused, Rajat Kumar Das alias
Dipu Das, as a member of the
gang that attacked the Staines’
vehicle. — SNS

B Details on page 2
.//
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Ayodhya: Jo\ém
VP’s doorstép

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MAY 1 o\
<\ 7

NION Human Re-
sources Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi today said
V P Singh during his Prime Minis-
tership miserably failed on the Ay-
odhya front despite his promise to
solve the problem within four

reacting and responding to the of-
fersmade by the Government “but
he (Singh) failed miserably,” Joshi
said. He said the BJP always
wanted an amicable solution and !
“attitude of Advani was always to

respond constructively to the sug- .

gestions made by V P Singh Gov-
ernment through his ministers and
other emissaries, he said. The Min-

mo‘r;ths. ister said
oot | IBERHAN PANEL it
problem, he s amasmmaRaEse  was  that

sometimes formed a Committee
of Ministers, offered certain solu-
tions, changed them and withdrew
them,” Joshi told the Liberhan
Commissfon probing the sequence
of events leading to demolition of
the disputed structure at Ayodhya
on December 6,1992,

The Minister criticised the VP
Government for going back on the
issue handing over about 2.7 acre
of undisputed land to a trust and
refer only theissue of disputed site
to the Supreme Court.

Senior BIP leader L K Advani
had requested him for a nearly so-
lution to the problem and the for-
mer was all the time available for

the land measuring about 2.77
acres which was undisputed be
taken over through an order and
handed over to a trust with a neu-
tral receiver, he said.

The Government was to ac-
quire the rest of the disputed struc-
ture as well as 30 feet land around
it, Joshi said.

The 2.77 acres of land was to be
separated from the disputed site
and whenever the dispute regard- |
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v/Kanpur riots, a“wake-up call

) \\q .

OMMUNAL RIOTS in Ka
should not be taken lightly. T
should be treated as a wake-up
call by all committed secularists.
After Coimbatore in 1998, they were the
first major riots after the immediate post-
Babri Masjid demolition period. After the
demolition and its immediate aftermath,
communal violence had gone down con-
siderably for various reasons. The full
since made peopie complacent again.
But, Kanpur is once again changing the
contours of communal violence.

As pointed out earlier too, the 1980s
were the worst decade of communal vio-
lence. Several major incidents from Mo-
radabad in 1980 to the Bombay-Surat
riots in 1992-93 took place during this
decade. The 1980s became so violence-
prone mainly because of the politics of
communalism adopted aggressively by
the BJP,; initially in response to Indira
Gandhi’s limited communal manoeuvres
and later to discredit the Congress(l)’s
politics among the middie and upper
class Hindus in which it succeeded con-
siderably.

It was during this decade that the BJP
began to describe Nehruvian secularism
as pseudo-secularism (though it vowed to
pursue the same kind of secularism after
coming to power in March 1998) and also
accused the Congress(I) of pursuing a
policy of appeasement towards minori-
ties (the BJP of course continued the
same policies towards the minorities).
This aggressive propaganda greatly ap-
pealed to the upper caste, upper class
Hindus and they became the BJP’s votar-
ies in ever greater numbers.

It was as a result of all this that commu-
nal violence erupted in several sensitive
towns, particularly in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. The Ramjanmabhoomi issue also
incited communal passions as never be-
fore. The BJP, while describing itself as a
party with a difference, resorted to all
such communal controversies in its quest
for power. After coming to power at the
Centre at the head of a coalition it began
to -pursue apparently the same secular

By Asghar Ali Engineer

policies as those of the Congress(l) but —
it is important to note — with a differ-
ence.

Though there were no major planned
communal riots, the BJP continued to
pursue its hidden communal agenda
quite aggressively. It handed over very
sensitive Ministries such as Human Re-
source Development and Home Affairs to
those very close to the RSS. All education-
al and research bodies since then have
been stuffed with diehard RSS and VHP
elements who are communalising and
saffronising the educational institutions.
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poor and backward Muslims are easily ex-
citable on sensitive religious issues as
they hardly have any stake in life. This
factor makes Kanpur communally extra-
sensitive.

The demolition of Buddha Statues in
Afghanistan became a flashpoint as far as
Kanpur and places in Maharashtra such
as Aurangabad and Pune were con-
cerned. Though Indian Muslims unani-
mously condemned the demolition of the
statues in Bamiyan, the fanatics of the
VHP and the Bajrang Dal burnt copies of
the Quran in Delhi and later in Amritsar

Secular forces should be proactive rather than reactive
in fighting the re-emerging communal monster. For,
post-Tehelka, desperate politicians may provoke
communal violence to divert attention.

The minorities have been living with a
sense of insecurity because of such open-
ly-pursued communal policies. This had
to manifest itself in some or the other
communal incident especially where the
BJP is in power. Kanpur, being a commu-
nal flashpoint, erupted. Kanpur has a his-
tory of communal violence from the early
20th century. It had witnessed major
communal riots in the British period too,
particularly in 1914 and 1932. It wit-
nessed major rioting after the demolition
of the Babri Masjid too.

Kanpur has a large population of Brah-
mins, on the one hand, and of Muslims,
on the other. It is also one of the main
centres of criminal gangs in Uttar Pra-
desh. It was in this city that Kalabachcha,
a known criminal allied to the BJP, oper-
ated. He was quite active in various com-
munal riots in Kanpur including those
following the demolition of the Babri
Masjid. Kanpur is an industrial area and
most of the Muslims work in the leather
industry and are poor and illiterate; these
days they face a great deal of unemploy-
ment because of industrial recession. All
this makes a fatal combination as far as
communal violence is concerned. The

YHE HINDU

and Patiala. Though this was denied there
was photographic evidence and the Cen-
tral Government has ordered an enquiry
and some people have also been arrested.
It is to be noted that the Buddhists pro-
tested against the demolition by the Tali-
ban with a sense of dignity.

The SIMI (Students Islamic Movement
of India), which was founded after the
Emergency in 1977 to fill the void created
by the arrest of Jamat-e-Islami leaders, is
an organisation of young fanatical stu-
dents. It admits youth in the 15 to 30 age
group. These students are quite closed-
minded and fanatical in their approach
and easily excitable. Being young they
have no vision or fear of consequences.
The Kanpur riots as well as riots in Mah-
arashtra began after the SIMI members
organised . demonstrations against the
burning of the Quran. The administration
in Kanpur alleged that members of the
SIMI had sophisticated weapons supplied
by the ISI of Pakistan. A magistrate was
killed allegedly by shots fired from inside
a mosque. It has also been alleged that
the riots were further aggravated because
of a clash between senior officers in the
police. The truth about the whole situa-

tion can be established only through a
full-fledged judicial inquiry.

The PAC (Provincial Armed Constabul-
ary), which is notorious for its anti-mi-
nority bias, was called in to control the
situation. The result is well-known. It
opened fire indiscriminately resulting in
the loss of a dozen lives and injuries to
many more people. The PAC is invariably
called out to control communal riots in
Uttar Pradesh despite its known anti-mi-
nority bias. This force had killed several
youth from the minority community at
Hashimpura and Malyana during the
Meerut riots in 1987. No action has been
taken against the PAC for these killing by
any Government, including that headed
by Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav. This time
too the Rajnath Singh Government did
not call out the Army and instead de-
ployed the PAC.

The SIMI leaders claim they are not re-
sponsible for the riots and that they were
totally unarmed and that the police ignit-
ed the situation by firing on unarmed
protesters. But the SIMI cannot disown
responsibility for the riots. It could have
achieved the same objective by submit-
ting a memorandum peacefully to the
Collector or meeting the Governor. The
students, however, preferred street dem-
onstrations, in a communally-charged
situation. triggering events beyond their
control. One does not expect the SIMI
leaders to have wisdom but the senior
Muslim leaders should have known better
and done everything possible to restrain
the youngsters in time; and if they did not
listen to them they should have publicly
disowned the unwise actions.

Secular forces should be proactive rath-
er than reactive in fighting the re-emerg-
ing communal monster. For,
post-Tehelka, desperate politicians may
provoke communal violence to divert at-
tention. And, even otherwise, the com-
munal situation in the country should not
be treated lightly. All those who are in-
terested in strengthening the unity and
integrity of the country should actively

work for promotion of secular values a
to meet the communal challenge.



HOSTILE WITNESSES

o \» Wha's protecting Dara Singh? %(\
éHOULD one read any meaning into the fact thai:\)n -

secution witness after another is turning hostile in CBI’s
case 10.7/5/99 which came up for hearing in the first week of
March, after the chargesheet had been filed in June last year?
One Parvati Hembram had great difficulty in identifying
Ojjen Hansda, an accused who also happens to be her
nephew. Then, the Tudus — husband, wife and son — failed
to recognise Mahendra Hembram or his handwriting, while
Mrs Tudu apparently contradicted her earlier statement
before the CBI that a certain letter received by her had beer
written by the accused. All of them might be acting out of
good faith, it is not our intention here to project our views or
pending proceedings. But, the Dara Singh case has had a long
history of political interference. First, it took almost one yea:
to arrest the man. The man apparently had a strong following
among the Mohanta community in Keonjhar to whom he gave
away the cattle he looted in the name of cow protection. He
had an extensive network of protection in the villages.
Besides which, he has contacts with influential members of
the local units of the BJP and other Sangh Parivar outfits.
Several of them spoke out in his defence.

One has, therefore, good reason to be suspicious about the
behaviour of prosecution witnesses in a case where a trail of
political protection has been obvious right from the begin-
ning. It is for the court and the CBI to establish whether they
are perjuring themselves or not, but they must be provided
with adequate protection in order to ensure that they are not
being intimidated by Dara Singh’s numerous supporters in
the superstititon-ridden Orissa countryside. This is a case in
which there is an explosive combination of religion and
politics situated in a context of absolute and thorough
backwardness. Most of the witnesses come from the tribal
village of Manoharpur and live surrounded by elements well-
disposed to Dara Singh and his cronies. That is where they go
back after deposing in public before the judge, and not
privately before CBI officers. The risks are all too evident.
Dara Singh is accused of a heinous crime, there must be a free
and fair trial. Lastly this case illustrates all too well what
happens to justice when it is inordjately and deliberately
delayed — time is given to the pregigtable people to defeat the
law. And thereby hangs a tale!
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 13. The Union

i ject only reflected a ‘perverted
| mentality’ which deserved to be

- religion and to read an intolerant

~"No CIrcuT/r orleood Friday

By Our Special Correspondent

(-yv*)‘

Sports Minister, Ms. Uma Bharti,
today denied that she had ordered
issuance of a circular directing all
her Ministry employees to be on
duty on Good Friday. A controver-
sy sought to be created on the sub-

condemned, she said.

“1 respect all religions. Baisakhi
falls today as also Good Friday.
Baisakhi is a holy festival of the
Hindus. To link every issue with

motive in it is indicative of a per-
verted mentality which I con-
demn,” she said in a statement
expressing surprise over media reports on the issue.

However, Ms. Bharti said she did ring up the Secre-
tary of her department, Mr. N. N. Khanna, from Bho-
pal and told him that he and some other officers
should remain in Delhi today so that she could call
them “‘if the need arose”.

Elaborating further she said, “I also told my private

. secretary that he and some members of the staff be

present in office today. I never gave any direction for

. issuing a circular to call all employees on duty today.”

The Minister also sought to emphasise that she had
given these instructions in view of the Budget session
of Parliament recommencing on Monday as also in
view of several holidays during the past fortnight.

Ms. Bharti’s clarification came a day after a circular
issued by Mr. S. M. Das, Joint Secretary {Adminis-
tration) of the Ministry, said, “(the) Union Minister of
Youth Affairs and Sports will be attending office to-
morrow {April 13). Secretary (of the Ministry) has de-
sired all officers and staff to attend the office as the
Ministry will remain functional tomorrow.,”

The deW denounced by the CPI(M) which

Ms. Uma Bharti

termed it “communally motivated
and a deliberate insult to the
Christian minority.”

Christian council ‘hurt’

The All-India Christian Coun-
cil said that Christians were deep-
ly hurt at the circular. “What has
deeply hurt us is the not-so-sub-
tle message of the Ministry’s or-
der, smacking as it does of
arrogance and a complete disre-
gard for the feelings of others. We
did not expect such insensitivity
from a Government department
headed by a person of Sadhvi
Uma Bharti’s religious commit-
ment.”

V|

Reminding that inclusion of
important religious days of the

country’s many religions is a manifestation of “our
plural culture and testimony to the nation’s com-
mitment to secularism as enshrined in both our
Constitution and our culture”, its statement said
that the birthdays of such founding fathers of our
nation as Baba Saheb Ambedkar are commemorat-
ed as national holidays in solidarity with the Dalits
of the country.

Wondering what urgent work the Sports Ministry
did which could not wait and must be done on Good
Friday, the council said both the Prime Minister and
Ms. Bharti owed an explanation.

The council said the Sports Secretary, Mr. Khan-
na’s denial that the circular was issued on any spe-
cific instructions from Ms. Bharti and the
justification given by him for the Ministry’s action
had made matters worse. Mr. Khanna while issuing
the denial was reported to have said that “ not much
should be read into our working tomorrow. The
Government is not a shop which can be closed any
time. It works round the clock, even on holidays like
Sundays, if there was some urgent work to be done.”

THF ERLS b B
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- K ADVANI is in difficulty before the
iberhan Commission. On 10 April
2001 he appeared in sackcloth and ashes
and said he regarded the demolition of the
Babari Masjid as an unfortunate and
painful event, which distressed me greatly
that day. Of course he also made excuses
for the kar sevaks who had hoped to get a
Ram temple built by due process of law.
Impatience with due process of law is not
a recognised defence for committing a
crime. Nor does characterising the Masjid
as a disputed structure help to justify the
vandalism. India does not recognise
anyone’s right to destroy any structure,
disputed or otherwise, which does not
belong to him. He balanced this by
stressing that the BJP believed that
constructing a Ram temple in Ayodhya
was a symbol of national self-respect.
Without necessarily agreeing with the
proposition, it is possible to ask why the
Ram temple was not built elsewhere in
Ayodhya; there is plenty of space. Why
does it have to be at the very spot where
the Babari Masjid stood? Advani did not
address this issue but on earlier occasions
he has sought to dismiss it ds a matter of
faith.

Advani then proceeded to rely on the
White Paper of the Rao government whose
hands were not exactly clean. Even that
Paper records that the Masgjid was a
functioning mosque until the night of 22
Decembex. 1949. The affidavit of the UP
government says so and adds that the
Masjid stood on wakf land and the mosque
and the land were notified as a Sunni
Muslim Wakf by 1944, In the light of this
evidence it is not understood why the
White Paper should insist that all

references to the Babari Masjid should be'

to Ramjanambhumi-Babari Masjid
structure and Ramjanambhumi-Babari
Masjid complex For the benefit of Mr

RN MR £ 2 e

Advani and tHe Commission before whom
he appeared, the Babari Masjid was a
functioning mosque until 22 December
1949 when it was desecrated by the
introduction of idols by stealth and deceit
after which namaz could not be performed
because of the presence of the unwanted
idols.

TH all its careful phraseology,

Advani’s evidence marked an
advance on the untenable positions he
held earlier and there was hope that it
represented a change of heart. Hope was
promptly dashed the next day when he
appeared before the Commission again.
Whether he was got at by predictable
elements in the RSS overnight is not
known; if he was, it was his affair. What I

C RIRANI

CAVEAT

am concerned about is the volte face. He
now describes the desecrated Babari
Masjid — before demolition — as a temple,
de jure. Why? Because of the idols inside.
This is to justify strong-arm methods,
trample upon ownership rights, put a

premium on dishonesty- and arity of
the worst kind and when caught out insist
that it is all covered by the expression —
faith. Faith is not a preserve of one
community; the Sangh Parivar are
mistaken if they confuse faith with brute
force of the majority.

Advani is in another difficulty if he
insists that the desecrated temple was
already a de jure temple. What was
demolished was, by this logic, a
functioning-temple. This is a new one for
the Sangh Parivar. Religion is being
reduced to-the level of tactics. It has been

-~

‘housexttobmldapowerbase

isuse of Religion is endemic!

urged that once idols are installed, they
may not be moved. Now Advani is party to
the proposition that idols could be
removed from functioning temples
because this was undoubtedly done when

they were removed for the duration of the
demolition and brought back later to

adorn the make-shift temple that stands
where the Babari Masjid stood.

I have prayed in Hindu and Buddhist
temples, Muslim mosques, Christian °

churches and Sikh gurudwaras, apart
from Parsi temples because I respect them
all and believe that all paths lead‘to the

same God. Prayer is thanksgiving to the

divine for what we have received, it is not
to bargain for one’s advantage nor a plea
to ask for more. When religion descends to
the level of afigerting superiority it

becomes an instrument of oppression and

as a student of comparative religions, I am

| outraged as I was when the Babari Masjid
| was brought down. If you were rabid, you
| would agree with Swami Vamdev who

asserted that the Babari Masjid fell down

on its own and went on to claim that as the
demand was for the destruction of three

mosques, the Jama Masjid in New Delhi
should take the place of the mosque that
forgot to stand up. No religion teaches you

'N a phrase dear to Mahatma G:
may I suggest that the time has come

turn the searchlight inwards. We will be |
surprised at what we find. I plead for the:

wonderful mosaic that is India and [

plead with all my countrymen. Chief |
Justice J S Verma began his judgment in |

!

Writ Petition (c) No 186 of 1994 with

-these words from Swami Vivekananda |

and they bear repetition — Religion is not
in doctrines, in dogmas, nor in
zr;téllbe:tual argume;zet:ltwn, it is in being
a coming, it is isation.
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-~ New-look Secularism
A Dialogue of Religion and Politics

- \0 4
HE recent communal ribts in
Kanpur that claiméd more

than a dozen lives raise some
disturbing questions.

After more than 50 years of
independence, why should commu-
nal violence be increasing in India
which is institutionally committed
to the ideals of parliamentary
democracy, secularism and ratio-
nalism, social justice, science and
technology, industry and a modern
way of life?

After all, didn’t Jawaharlal
Nehru — while imposing an urban-
industrial-secular vision upon In-
dia — lead us to believe, “If we lay
stress on it (the economic factor)
and divert public attention to it we
shall find automatically that reli-
gious differences recede into the
background and a common bond
unites  different groups. The
economic bond is stronger than the
national one.”

So what’s happened?

Has Nehru’s vision of a secular
modern India failed to take hold,
or have we, by laying down mod-
ernist and rationalist impositions
like secularism failed to respect the
pluralist and tolerant traditions
that existed in Indian society for
thousands of years? And thus, by
logical extension can it be argued
that our modern polity has actually
created more problems than it has
solved?

Indeed, there are a few political
scientists who believe that this
might, in fact, be the case. To but-
tress their argument that the mod-
ern secular state has failed to check
the forces of communalism, they
furnish reliable statistical data that
establishes that in earlier centuries,
communal conflagrations were
rare and localised. And that imme-
diately after independence, in-
stances of inter-religious violence
increased sharply.

Apart from brandishing statis-
tics, these political scientists have
also advanced a compelling cri-
tique of Nehru’s secular vision. The
critique begins by drawing atten-
tion to the fact that religion in
South Asia has split into two: faith
and ideology.

In other words, the critique dis-
tinguishes between religion that
exists as a way of life — a tradition
that is non-monolithic and plural,
and religion as a constructed ideol-
ogy — a sub-national or cross-na-
tional identifier of populations
contesting for political or socio-
£CONOMIC Interests.

The Rashtriya Swyamsewak
Sangh’s version-of Hinduism, for
nstance, represents this latter

‘end. Former RSS sarsanghcha-

k, the late MS Gowalkar’s had

itten in his book We or Our

By RAHUL SHIVSHANKAR

Nationhood Defined, “In Hin-
dusthan, Religion is an all absorb-
ing entity...it has become eternally
woven into the life of the Race, and
forms, as it were, its soul. With us,
every action in life, individual, so-
cial or political, is a command of re-
ligion. Naturally, therefore, we are
what our great religion has made
us...all those not belonging to the
national, that is Hindu race,
Religion, Culture, and language,
naturally fall out of the pale of
real ‘National’ life”.

Gowalkar’s  writings clearly
demonstrate how those that identi-
fy with ‘religion as ideology con-
struct’ not only think its normal to
practice politics, “‘as one of the
commands of religion” but that
they also seek to semitise these ide-
ologies such that they become in-
tolerant of one another and also of
their inherent liberal elements.

Some sociologists believe that it
1s the state’s institutionalisation of

poe—== IN BRIEF =

* Religion in Asia takes two
forms — faith and ideology

» Social scientists feel that
religious intolerance is linked
to the urban-industriat
vision of life

 Anegotiated secularism
would be an open construct

modernist constructs such as terri-
torial nationalism and individual
freedom that forces some (the
RSS, the Muslim League) in tradi-
tional societies to respond in this
way. Akeel Bilgrami, in his essay,
Two Concepts of Secularism writes,
that by making this distinction be-
tween religions as faith and reli-
gion as a constructed ideology, “the
critiques target by implication is
modemity itself, for its claim is that
it is the polity in its modern con-
ception of nationhood and its state-
craft which is the source of such
ideological constructions that dis-
tort the folk traditions of religion
which amount to ‘ways of life’
rather than systems geared to polit-
ical advancement...once one ac-
cepts the inevitability of these ideo-
logical constructions then there is
nothing left to do in combating sec-
tarian and communal sentiment
and action than to formulate a sec-
ular vision which itself amounts to
an oppressive nationalist and
statist ideology.”

Ashis Nandy in his work, A Cri-
tigue of Modernist Secularism
states, “Secularism has little to say
about cultures, it is by definition
ethnophobic...unless of course
these cultures are willing to show

total subservience to the modern
state...orthodox secularists have no
clue to the way a religion can link
up different faiths or ways of life
according to its own principles.”

s «obvious that these social sci-
entists are implying that rising reli-
gious intolerance has something to
do with the urban-industrial vision
of life as espoused by the modern
state. Besides, they seem to be sug-
gesting that perhaps the time has
come when people should distance
themselves from Nehruvian secu-
larism which has done little to inte-
grate communities and is nothing
but an ideology imposed upon a
people who never wanted to sepa-
rate religion from politics in the
first place. They conclude that reli-
gious tolerance can only be built by
“exploring the philosophy, the
symbolism and tbe theology of tol-
erance” in the various faiths that
have existed in pre-modern India.

Though the arguments present-
ed by these social scientists are in-
deed compelling and there is a lot
wrong with the Nehruvian vision of
secularism, it is rather impractical
to suggest that in today’s political
climate Nehruvian secularism
should be junked for a pre-modem
conception that seeks the spiritual
integration of religion and politics.
Besides, this critique on modern
secularism cannot also be a critique
of modern statehood itself.

‘What needs to be understood is
that although Nehru’s secularism
was an imposition, it wasn’t an im-
position in the sense that it failed to
respect the religious traditions of
the population, but because it was a
doctrine that was imposed without
engaging the existing cultures in
any substantive dialogue.

Indeed, Nehru’s secularism, as
Bilgrami writes was “not in there
with Hinduism and Islam as one
among substantive contested polit-
ical commitments to be negotiat-
ed...it must emerge from the bot-
tom up with the moderate political
leadership of different communi-
ties negotiating both procedure
and substance.”

This proposition needs to be con-
sidered. For this negotiated and
emergent form of secularism
would be quite different from the
non-negotiable Nehruvian form.
For one, it would be just like any
other ideological construct, open to
examination and debate. And, of
course, it would also, by virtue of
being a negotiated ideology, take
note of the fact that in modern po-
litical life religion and politics can-
not exist independently and would,

therefore, evolve to be more ac-

commodative than the holdi
process that Nehruvian secularjéin
has turned out to be.
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NEW DELHI, April 11. — Mr
LK Advani today described the
disputed structure in Ayodhya
as "not only a de facto temple,
but also a de jure one".
Appearing before the Liber-
han Commission of Inquiry for
the second day today, the Union
home minister said namaz had
not been offered at the site
since the 19508 and Muslims
were not treating it like a
mosque. The courts too had
accepted that no namaz was
being offered there, he added.
However, when asked by the
commission's counsel whether
by describing the structure as a
"de jure temple", was he not
legitimising the physical fait
accompli of the structure's
demolition as a legal fait
accompli, Mr Advani said that
. as far as courts were concerned,
" he was a humble citizen.
He said that by describing the
" structure as a "de jure temple”
he was not ruling out the
possibility of the - courts
deciding something else finally

kf \/\r
in this regard.

political parties which
emphasising that a mosque
should be re-built at the sarke
spot had also not raised thi
demand during the 1996, 1998
and 1999 general elections as
also the last UP Assembly poll.
Even the White Paper
brought out by the then
Narasimha Rao government at
the Centre described it as a
"disputed structure" and not as
a temple or a mosque. "this is
significant," he added.

Mr Advani claimed that the
entire Ayodhya movement was
aimed at strengthening the
concept of nationalism in the
country. "We believe in cultural
nationalism and not just geo-
graphical or politicai’ nation-
alism,” he said.

Quoting Nehru that religion
was the silken bond of the
Indian culture, Mr Advani said
that while participating in the
Ram janambhoomi movement
he believed in Nehru's view
and tried to strengthen the
bond which he called as Indian-

ness, Bharatiyata or\{j .
Lauding the Supreme Court's |
definition of Hindutva, Mr i
Advani said he believed in :
garva panth sambhav which !
had its origin in the tradition of
Hindutva. Mr Advani will
again appear before the
commission on 15 and 16 May. .
Left angry: The Left parties
took strong exception to Mr |
Advani's remark that the |
disputed structure in Ayodhya
is not only a de facto but also a |
de jure temple. I

The CPI-M general secretary, {
Mr Harkishen Singh Surjeet, |
said the statement was part of |
a calculated gameplan to
hoodwink the people. From the |
very beginning, he (Mr Advani) ‘
advocated that the temple case |
should not be taken to the '
courts, he added.

The CPI general secretary, | ,
Mr AB Bardhan, said Mr
Advani's comments were i
"contradictory” because if it |
was a temple why were they
keen to demolish it.

® Another report on page 8 |
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HT Corre: po%dent
New Delhi\April 11

IN A statemlent that has the poten-
tial of ratt}ing protagonists on
either side\of the Ram Temple
divide, Unioh Home Minister L K
Advani today argued that a “de
Jjuretemple” already existed at the
disputed site as a consequence of
the December 6, 1992, demolition
and the court’sdirections to main-
tain status quo.

Appearing before the Liberhan
Commission for the second suc-
cessive day, Advani said the BJP’s
Hindutva philosophy was a syn-
onym for nationalism. It was in
this spirit that the saffron party
associated itself with the con-
struction of a Temple in Ayodhya.

Adding a new dimension to the
contentious issue, he maintained
that a de facto temple had existed
on the site covered by the disputed
structure before the demolition.
The court’s orders to maintain the

status quo — after the construc-
tion of a make-shift temple — has
made the de facto temple de jure.

“Prior to 1992, it was a temple
by virtue of a court injunction.
The structure was a mosque,” he
continued. Responding to a ques-
tion by the commission’s counsel
Anupam Gupta whether his
remarks not amounted to legit-
imising the demolition as a fate
accompli, he observed : “Iam a
humble citizen. I cannot even con-
template presenting to the court a
Jate accompli.”
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New Delhi, Apri:} 1: A day after
expressing regret for the demoli-
tion of Babri masjid, home minis-
ter L.K. Advani today rekindled
the debate by arguing that in the
eyes of law, a temple already stood
on the disputed site.

“For the last 51 years, from
1950 to 2001, what stands there (at
Ayodhya) is a temple... first a de

facto temple...and today a temple
both de facto (in practice) and de
jure (according to law). Prior to
1992, by virtue of worship, it wasa
temple and the super-structure
was a mosque,” Advani told the
Liberhan commission investigat-
ing the December 6, 1992, destruc-
tion.

Referring to a Faizabad civil
court order of 1950 in which the
judge noted that Muslims had not
offered prayers at the site for
many years but Hindus were wor-
shipping there, he added: “This is
an order which in a way confers
on the place recognition as not
only a de facto, but a de jure tem-
ple as well.”

By interpreting earlier court
orders to insist that the worship of
Ram Lalla had been going on for a

long time before the demolition,
Advani sought to send the mes-
sage to  hardliners that
they should realise it was difficult
to build a temple at Ayodhya
and there was no need for a new
structure.

At the same time, he was try-
ing to play on Hindu sentiments
by insisting that the mosque had
lost its importance as a place of
worship.

Advani’s statement was not
based on any archaeological find-
ing but on court rulings. Yester-
day, he had suggested that the
legal process took time and one
should not depend on the judici-
ary for finding a solution to the
Ayodhya tangle.

Reading extensively from the
1950 order, Advani said: “From
1936 onwards, Muslims have nei-
ther used the site as a mosque nor
offered prayers and the Hindus
have been performing puja. This
is not something that someone
else has pronounced but the
courts have decided...The court’s
order is that status quo cannot be
changed.”

Advani said that following
the 1950 order, “it had not become
a major issue so much so that
the Central government and

7 Advani kills two birds
o with one temple .+

the state government, both be-
longing to the Congress party,
seemed to cooperate in the locks
on the temple being removed and
shilanyas being performed”.

At this, the commission’s
counsel, Anupam Gupta, asked
Advani how he could say that a
“dejure” temple existed at the site
and whether he was legitimising
the demolition as a legal fait ac-
compli. :

“So far as the courts of law are
concerned, I am a humble citizen.
I cannot at all contemplate pre-
senting the courts a fait
accompli. But I can say that what
I have in mind that various organ-
isations and political parties, who
have all been party to the dispute,
all along prior to 1992...even they
thought it was a temple by virtue
of a court injunction,” Advani
said.

Defending the use of the
phrase “de jure temple”, he said:
“I used the word somewhat
loosely... describing it also as
a de jure temple. I would like to
emphasise again that I am not
using this phrase as against the
possibility of courts degiding
something else finall
regard.”

N See Page 6
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THE DEMOLITION of the Babri
Masjid was an unfortunate inci-
dent, L. K Advani told the Liber-
han Commission today.

“The painful incident dis-
tressed me,” the Union Home
Minister told the panel when he
testified in front of it as a witness
in the Babri Masjid demolition
case.

Advani appeared before the
commission having skipped the
hearing twice. The commission
had warned him that if he failed
to appear this time no further
adjournments would be granted
tohim.

The BJP leader’s testimony is
crucial, for he along with Murli
‘Manohar Joshi and Uma Bharati
have been chargesheeted by the
CBI in the case. “I regard it as an
unfortunate and painful event
which distressed me so greatly
that day,” Advani told the com-
mission.

The kar sevaks pulled down
the structure for they felt that the
Ayodhya movement leaders
wouldn’t be able to get the Ram
temple constructed through the
due process of law. “In their
impatience they took to a wrong-
ful course,” Advani said.

The “wrongful” course of
demolition undertaken by the
kar sevaks could not have been
endorsed by any person believ-
ing in the Tule of law or by a
demoexratic Government.

Referring to the December 6,
1992, imeident, he said: “Decem-
ber 6.remains one of the most
depressing days in my life. Many
others there were ecstatic — a
mood I just could not share.

“I have seldom felt as dejected
and downcast as I felt that day,”
Advani said about his immediate
reaction on December 6, 1992.

The Home Minister said: “I
would add that whatever hap-
pened was unfortunate from the
point of view not only the coun-
try, but even from the point of
view of the cause which my
party, the BJP, was promoting
when it supported the Ayodhya
movement.”

Advani endorsed Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s view
expressed in his musings written
on January 2 during his holiday-
ing at Kumarakom in Kerala that
the wrongs of a medieval past
could not be righted by a similar
wrong in modern times.

He said: “If medieval wrongs
are to be corrected, that too
would have to be done through

hmm wmmm/mmﬁ me: Advani

the due process of law, which is
precisely what we had commit-
ted to people when we spoke
about constructing the Ram tem-
ple at Ramjanam Bhoomi.”
Advani said the BJP firmly
believed that construction of the
Ram Mandir at Ayodhya as a
symbol of national self respect
and it was committed not to
allow vested interests to give it
sectarian and communal colour.
“We had proposed to do it
through legislation or negotiated
settlement as we felt litigation is
not an answer to this problem,”
he said. Taking at a dig at the
slow judicial process, he said as
far back as 1955 the Allahabad
High Court had expressed regret

PT) PHOTO
Home Minister L K Advani arrives at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on Tuesday to depose before the Liberhan
Commission.

that this particular issue had
been dragging along for so many
years.
The court had said the matter
ought to be dealt with “forth-
Awith”, “The word forthwith was
used by the judiciary in 1955.
And the fact is that today, even in
2001, the issue which arose from
the first petition or motion
remained unresolved so far as
courts of law are concerned.
“Therefore, the BJP kept telling
the Government and people there
are only two ways in which this
issue can be sorted out. The two
ways are negotiated settlement
failing which by appropriate leg-
islation,” he added.
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The Times of Indla News Service

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter L.K. Advani began his much-
awaited deposition before the
Liberhan Ayodhya Commission of
Inquiry on Tuesday on a pre-
dictable note. Referring to a news-
paper article he wrote from prison
immediately after the Babri
masjid’s demolition, he said, “I
have seldom felt so dejected and
downcast as I felt that day
(December 6, 1992).”

When commission counsel
Anupam Gupta asked if he was the
author of the BJP's Ayodhya white
paper, Mr Advani said, “It is the
work of scholars who had been fol-
lowing Ayodhya.It is an
earnest document to point
out the lacunae in the gov-
ernment’s white paper.” W

When his attention was L
drawn to the white paper’s
foreword, in which he had
written about two kinds of
reactions to the demoli-
tion—one calling it “barbar-
ic”, the other, “liberation”—Mr
Advani said, “I belong to neither
(side).. The happening was unfortu-
nate not only for the country but
even for my party.” He then
explained how his party had only
joined the Ayodhya movement in
1989 and blamed the Congress gov-
ermnment for failing to ensure that
the Allahabad high court gave its
decision before December 6, 1992,
the date announced for the kar seva.

Mr Gupta persisted and asked
Mr Advani to square his fore-
word-—"the kar sevaks showed us
in one flash how far we have to
travel” in the white paper—with
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee’s
musings from Kumarakom, where
he had said that the “wrongs of the
medieval past cannot be righted by
a similar wrong in modern times”.
A diplomatic Mr Advani replied,“I
entirely agree with Vajpayeeji.
Wrongs cannot be corrected ille-
gally. Therefore, we said demolition
of the structure in Ayodhya was

LIBERHAN
[T VTR endorsed it. In fact, lawyers

painful.” He then gave the exam-
ple of how the statues of British
rulers were removed by due
process of law after Independence.

But when Mr Gupta mentioned
Mr Advani’'s statement in
Panchjanya of January 24, 1993—
”I am not ashamed about what
happened on December 6.1 don’t
regret the demolition for which
such a hue and cry should be
made”—he ducked the question,
saying, “Though the words here are
different the thrust remains that I
was pained.” -

At this point, Mr Advani tried to
draw an analogy to the public per-
ception towards the Bhagalpur
blindings. According to him,
“When dacoits were blinded
by police in Bhagalpur, I, as
a person believing in the
rule of law, was outraged,
but when I visited
Bhagalpur 1 found that the
overwhelming  majority

took out processions in sup-

port of the police act. This proves
how common people react.”

Almost anticipating a question on
the trail of violence that his rath
yatra had left in 1990, Mr Advani
chose to quote from Saffron
Swastika , a book by the right-wing
publicist Koenraad Elst. To estab-
lish Elst’s credibility as a source, Mr
Advani first read his bio-data,
emphasising his Catholic back-
ground. Then he read out para-
graphs devoid of any academic
rigour, saying, “Advani’s yatra was
an island of orderliness. There was
no violence wherever Advani
went.” If all this was not enough, Mr
Advani gave an instance of how
Jayaprakash Narayan was dissuaded
by his friends in 1975 from address-
ing a meeting of the “fascist” Jan
Sangh. “When JP came and saw our
discipline, he said, ‘If the Jan Sangh is
fascist, I am also a fascist.”

His deposition continues on
Wednesday.
» Advani does a turnaround, Page 7 _
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BELIEVER in the impartiality of
the custodians of rule of law re-
ceives a shock when he finds
that they are guided by religious-

communa! considerations while dealing
with situations of inter-religious commu-
nity conflicts. The issue of discriminatory
behaviour by the ‘“‘men in uniform” has
been raised once again by some Muslim
leaders from Kanpur. A section of the mi-
nority community in- Kanpur feels that
the Provincial Armed Constabulary of
Uttar Pradesh did not behave in an even-
handed manner while dealing with
Hindu-Muslim riots. It has alleged that
the Uttar Pradesh police have a bias in
favour of the majority community.

It is not the first time that the police
and the civil bureaucracy involved in
maintaining law and order have been
perceived as anti-minority while dealing
with situations of social conflict. The
Srikrishna Report on the Mumbai riots
clearly identified important police offi-
cials who acted very aggressively as parti-
san Hindus while performing their public
duties. Ms. Nirmala Deshpande in her
deposition before Justice Liberahan
Commission of Inquiry on the events of
December 6, 1992, at Ayodhya stated on
February 8, 2001, that “...it looked as if
the police and the administration were
commanded by the ‘organisers’. ...the lo-
cal police told the workers of (her orga-
nisation) the Akhil Bharat Rachnatmak
Samaj, ‘You also pick up a hammer and
give it (the dome) a blow’.” Ms. Desh-
pande clearly stated before the Commis-
sion that many district officials were
working in favour of the forces of Hindut-
va and that ‘“‘those who did not subscribe
to their ideology were under pressure’’.

The above-mentioned facts and obser-
vations bring into sharp focus the impor-

tant issue of the ongoing process of.

communalisation of the apparatuses and
functionaries of the Indian state. How
can ‘secularism’, a foundational princi-
ple of our Constitution, be safe in the
hands of state functionaries who are
practitionery” of religion-based commu-
nalism? m& a question has also mﬁvnmo?

W

By C. P. Bhambhri

If the proble

of Hinduisation of the state apparatus is

not tackleéd, the induction of minority groups in
Government will not help.

ed the attention of the believers in the
rule of law in Western democracies in
relation to racial biases of the state func-
tionaries and many serious efforts have
been made to deal with open or clandes-
tine racial prejudices of the guardians of
the rule of law. It deserves to be men-
tioned that the Western democracies
have brought the issue of ‘race’ into pub-
lic discourse but Indians feel shy about
discussing the ongoing communalisation
of society, polity and bureaucracy.

A systematic penetration of communal
ideology among the state functionaries
began with the post-election scenario of
1967 when the Congress was defeated in
all the major States and the voter had not
given a clear verdict in favour of any al-
ternative. The post-1967 phase of politics
witnessed the emergence of unstable and
opportunistic alliances of parties and, for
the first time in post-independent India,
the Jana Sangh shared power with the
faceless and shapeless Samyukta Vid-
hyayak Dal. The Jana Sangh treated Uttar
Pradesh as a social laboratory for the ex-
tension of its ideological base among the
state functionaries by joining the State
Government of a crowd of parties.

Hence, it should not come as a surprise
to liberal democrats in India when the
police are found instigating the so-called
kar sevaks to destroy the Babri mosque
or when the functionaries of the state are
found to be Hindu partisans while deal-
ing with Muslim or Christian minorities
during and after riots. Mr. Justice Srik-
rishna came face to face with the practi-
tioners of aggressive Hindutva during the
post-Babri mosque demolition riots in
Mumbai because Shiv Sainiks and RSS
workers were comfortably sitting in pub-
lic office under the protective umbrella of
Mr. Bal Thackeray and the Sangh Parivar
in Maharashtra.

The 1990s witnessed the growth of

Hindutva and also public demonstration
of communal bias by the state apparatus
which has failed to protect Muslims and
Christian minority groups especially in
Gujarat under the Keshubhai Patel Gov-
ernment. Mr. Keshubhai Patel and the
Sangh Parivar emerged on the public
scene in Gujarat when the Nava Nirman
Samiti launched a movement in 1974
against corruption in the Chimanbhai
Patel-led Congress(I) State Government.
The Sangh Parivar has not looked back
since and is now firmly entrenched in
Gujarat. It is not without reason that Mr.
Keshubhai Patel as Chiet Minister of Guj-
arat enthusiastically welcomed state
functionaries with an RSS background.
Like Uttar Pradesh from 1967, Gujarat
from 1974 has witnessed the penetration
of the RSS in Government agencies.

Hindu communal organisations are
successfully spreading their ideological
message among the state functionaries
under the umbrella provided by the Atal
Behari Vajpayee Government at the Cen-
tre. How can destroyers of churches or
Christian missionary schools be puni-
shed when the Hindutvawadis allege that
Christians are involved in large-scale
conversion of Hindus? How can minor-
ities feel secure with the practitioners of
the politics of hate and also in the ab-
sence of neutrality of the state apparatus?

The experiment of minority represen-
tation in agencies of the state is of doubt-
ful utility because any communal
representation in the Government can-
not ensure secular functioning of the
state functionaries. If the problem of
Hinduisation of the state apparatus is not
tackled, the induction of minority groups
in Government will not help cleanse the
system because the real issue is to get rid
of the believers and practitioners of com-
munal ideology and make the state appa-
ratus an instrument of secularism.

Western democracies have created au-
tonomous inter-race committees which
citizens can approach with complaints
and grievances about race-based dis-
crimination.

In Western democracies every institu-
tion, Government or autonomous, has
provisions and clearly laid down proce-
dures for tackling race-related grievances
of employees or citizens. Indians have to
tackle the problems of communalisation
of state functionaries not only at the lev-
els of Central or State Governments, but
also in towns and cities because every
city is inhabited by multiple religiots,
linguistic and other minority groups.

The visits of the National Minority
Comimnission members to Gujarat to in-
vestigate the complaints of Christians
against state cmployees had a very limit-
ed impact. If Mr. Justice Srikrishna’s spe-
cific report on the misconduct of the
Mumbai police remains unattended for
eight years, the significant interventions
of the National Human Rights Commis-
sion or the Minority Commission are go-
ing to be very time consuming.

Government employees in India work
under ‘rules and conditions of service’
and their violations are institutionally
punished. A quick punishment of a prop-
erly identitfied biased and prejudiced
Government functionary is required to
clean the corridors of power of commu-
nal elements. This goal can be achieved if
every city or town of India has quasi-ju-
dicial commissions for dealing with the
complaints of minority communities
against the local administration. The
larger issue of secularism versus commu-
nalism in India can be resolved only in
the mega political society but the day-to-
day issue of communal bias of the state
functionaries should be tackled immedi-
ately to restore the confidence of the mi-
norities in the majesty of the rule of law.
An alienated and insecure minority al-
ways adopts the path of violence and be-
comes anti-democracy.

(The writer is a former Professor of Political
Science. Centre for Political Studies, INU.)
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NEW DELHI, April 9. - Mr PV
Narasimha Rao today said Ba-
bari Masjid had become a “hos-
tage” in the hands of the UP go-
vernment and the Centre had
“no control” over the situation
that led to its demolition.
Deposing before the Liberhan
commission of inquiry, the form-
er Prime Minster explained why
he didn'’t “implement the contin-
gency plan”, prepared by Mr
Madhav Godhbole, then home se-
cretary, to prevent the demo-
lition by imposing Article 355 for
a brief period, followed by impo-
sition of President’s rule in UP.
“It was clear that the masjid
had become a hostage in the
state government’s hands and
the government of India had
not even a toe-hold on the situ-
ation. The hostage situation be-
came even more serious when
kar sevaks assembled in Ayo-
dhya, courtesy the state gov-
ernment. The logistics of the si-
tuation had ruled out any
operation which could take
longer time such as promulga-
tion of President’s rule. What-
ever was possible in the hos-
tage situation was adopted,
the effort was to keep talking to
the state government to per-
suade it and this we kept on
doing till the last,” he said.
The Kalyan Singh govern-
ment had even objected to the
despatch of Central forces on
24 November 1992. The then
home minister was thus forced
to write that it was meant only
to assist the state government
and its deployment depended
on the state. “This was the con-

stitutional an
that the homd minister could
have adopted
have done anything beyond.”

legal position

d he could not :

“The Central forces, stationed -
at a distance of 10 to 15 minu- .
tes, could have saved the struc- |

ture had they been deployed.
There was no meaningful res-

ponse from the state but

procrastination
outright refusal. The same

without |

tactics were adopted by it even

before the Supreme Court
which, despite its

best

intentions, had to trust the
state government until it was .

too late,” Mr Rao said.

Since the formality of Article
356 would have taken time, the
contingency plan suggested
holding a midnight Cabinet
meeting to decide use of Article
355 to enable the Centre to
take over the structure and
then pass a proposal to impose
Article 356 at the same
meeting, he said.But the
contingency plan had loop-
holes, for it was not possible for
the Centre to take over control
of the masjid when the rest of
the state was under BJP rule.
Advani: Mr LK Advani will
appear tomorrow at 12 noon as
a witness before the Liberhan
Commission.

The commission had earlier
held that no more adjourn-

ments would be provided to

him after he failed to appear

before it twice. Mr Advani’s

counsel informed the commi- |

sion that he would not be able .

to make it in the morning as he
has to see off the Prime
Minister, who will leave for a
four-day visit to Iran. v
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SREELATHA MENON qu
~ NEW DELHI, APRIL7
MUSLIM Personal Law Board is holding a
unique conference here today in which femi-
nists and women activists rub shoulders with u/e-
mas and discuss matters ranging from verbal
. triple talaq towomen’s property rights.
" ' The board has invited 10 Muslim women’s
groups from across the country. The two-day

. meeting will have sessions on marriage and’

. property on the first day; the second day will
- have a public hearing on talag and kula
. (woman’s to seek divorce) and on issues related
todeserted, separated and widowed women.

According to aboard official, about 200 peo-
ple will participate in the conference.

Hasina Khan, leader of Awaaz-e-Niswaan, a
feminist group from Mumbai, said the standing
argument against improvement in laws for
Muslim women was that injustice occurred only
in a fews. But solutions have to be found even if
the problem is restricted to one per cent of Mus-
lim women. Among the problems she listed,
one was that the Aikahnamah is not a standard-
ised and legal document guaranteeing women
certain rights though Islamic law is progressive
enough to make marriage a contract.

A man can divorce awoman without her con-
sent and get away without paying any mainte-

eet to dlgcuss Muslim personal laws

nance. But when a woman secks a divorce or
kula, she has to part with her meher and dowry.
Besides, there is no guarantee she would get a

- share of her parents’ property after divorce, she

said.

Sayeeda Hameed of the Muslim Women Fo-
rum said she supported seeking a ban on verbal
triple rlgg., This is the opportunity to come toan
agree! ‘'on what should be done about it.
Hameed said she would tell the board how the
system was giving the religion abad name.

Though the board has invited feminists and
women sgmups,thepbxstou@,wdapaﬂxqaant,
because mostuderrias are orthodox. So the
pantsshould notbe confrontationist, Sayeedasand
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A message from Kanp\/

erhaps if West Bengal could

have loaned its chief minister

to Uttar Pradesh for just that

one week in March, Kanpur

could have avoided the terrible
suffering it went through. According to
official figures, 14 people, including the
additional district magistrate, lost their
lives between March 16 and 19. Twelve of
the Kkilled were from the minority com-
munity, one a 12-year-old boy, all shot
dead by the police. Property worth
crores was looted and burnt. The warm
fraternizing between communities
jointly celebrating the festivals of Id and
Holi, witnessed only a few weeks earlier,
was overshadowed by the sight of de-
serted streets under curfew.

Although there is little doubt that in
the post-Ayodhya decade, deep rifts — if
not polarizations — on a communal
basis have taken place in Kanpur, it
would be a complete misreading of the
situation to call the March incidents
“communal rioting”. Communal riots
presume the participation of large sec-
tions of communities in hostile actions.
There were no such clashes between the
two communities in Kanpur. In spite of

grave provocations from fundamentalist .

groups of both communities, the people
at large refused to be drawn into expres-
sions of mutual hostility. This was evi-

dent in the numerous stories of solidari--

ty and help extended to each other by
members of the two communities relat-

ed to the joint delegation of women’s or-

ganizations, of which the present writer
was a member, which visited Kanpur on
the first day that the curfew was partial-
ly lifted.

Fundamentalist or communal forces,
although claiming to represerit different
religions, have a common denominator,
which is, reactionary interpretations of
religious texts as the guide to social ac-
tion and public life, The effort is to create
national or community identities based
on such interpretations. Intrinsic to
these efforts is incitement of hatred for
the “enemy”, the non-believer. If the tal-
iban, in the name of what can only be de-
scribed as one of the crudest and most
objectionable interpretations of the
Islamic texts, bombed the Buddha stat-
ues in Bamiyan, in a typically commu-
nally motivated response, a group of saf-
fron- searved men publicly burnt copies
of the Quran Sharief in the streets of
New Delhi. The photograph of the
Quran being burnt, attributed to a for-
eign news agency, was put out on the
internet.

his is where the politics of the

I dominant parties in the affected
states plays a crucial role. Should

not the burning of any book considered
holy by its believers be universally con-
demned and swit action taken to send
home the message that such deliberately
communally provocative acts will just
not be tolerated? This is exactly what
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, the West
Bengal chief minister, did when he
rushed to the Nakhoda masjid in Calcut-

. ’/
N

ta on hearing that the Quran Shariefhad
been desecrated, ensured the miscreant
was arrested and ordered a probe. In
contrast, it took the prime minister over
two weeks to even issue a statement con-
demning the burning of the Quran.
Meanwhile, Kanpur was burning.

As far as the Central government is
concerned, it did not even bother to find
out the identity of the criminals who

burnt the Quran, leave alone prosecute
and arrest them. When governments,
supposedly pledged to uphold constitu-
tional-guarantees for religious freedom,
do not respond against such outrageous
acts, the field is left open for the advance
of divisive agenda. The message sent is
that the burning or desecration of a holy
book or place of worship of a particular
community only concerns that particu-
lar community and it is up to them to
react or protest.

This provides fertile ground for fun-
damentalist forces within those commu-
nities to utilize the spontaneous and en-
tirely legitimate anger against such acts.
Thus one fundamentalism breeds and
strengthens the other. In the particular
case of Kanpur, the incidents showed
that the acts of the sangh parivar
against minority communities has and
is reflected in the formation of mirror
image organizations and groups within
the Muslim community.

A most provocative poster was pasted

A BRINDA KARAT W

on the walls of Kanpur, using the lan-
guage of the taliban by one such group
which preferred to remain anonymous,
the only byline in the poster being the

“Muslims of Kanpur”. Once again the

administration, this time run by the
Bharatiya Janata Party government of
the state, chose to ignore the poster and
isolate the troublemakers. On the con-
trary, on March 16, when a group of

‘ The lessons from
Kanpur go beyond the
confines of that
wounded clty ,

young men sought to burn an effigy of
the prime minister in protest against the
inaction on the burning of the Quran,
the police charged at them with lathis,
injuring several of them. This triggered
off the ensuing violence. The extremist
forces, which were waiting for just such
an opportunity went into action, report-
edly with arms.

Within a span of three heurs, the
Bandukeshwar temple and three small
roadside ones in the Choubey gola area
were damaged, four Hindu-owned shops
and a house belonging to a poor veg-
etable-seller, Rakesh, were set alight.
Shri Pathak, an additional district mag-

R O
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istrate, was caught in the crossfire and
was killed. The rumour, found later to be
ablatant lie, spread like wildfire that he
had been shot fromsthe roof of a masjid.
What followed was the mass violation of
human rights of the minority communi-
ty in Kanpur. The entire Muslim com-
munity was termed the aggressor and
found itself targeted by the forces of the
state.

tion determined to stamp out the

flare up of violence of a communal
nature initiated by extremists, what hap-
pened in Kanpur was the subversion of
the administration itself by the commu-
nal agenda of the sangh combine. The
indisputable evidence was a video film
widely watched on the 16th evening, tele-
cast by a local television channel, which
showed the provincial armed constabu-
lary and the Bajrang Dal mounting a
joint operation against the minority
community. Notably, Buddhists, a large
number of whom are Ambedkar follow-
ers, distanced themselves from such ob-
jectionable acts.

Tn minority-dominated areas curfew
was declared. During the curfew hours,
sections of the PAC and the local police
went on a looting and burning spree.
Property owned by small shopkeepers,
poultry-market stalls, readymade gar-
ment shops, bangles and shoe shops
were irreparably damaged or destroyed.
In one bizarre incident, the commission-
er had to retrieve looted goods from a
PAC van in Beconganj. At the other side
of the city, where Muslims were in a mi-
nority, several masjids were attacked.
Thirteen live bombs and ammunition
were recovered from the house of a BJP
corporator, Janaki Gupta, from Vijayna-
gar, but in spite of the incontrovertible
evidence against her and her whole fam-

Instead of an impartial administra-

* {ly, only one of her sons was arrested.

With the transfer of the district mag-
istrate and the superintendent of police
there has been some improvement in the
situation. But with the communal agen-
das of the government firmly in place, it
is difficult to predict future develop-
ments. Can the country survive such
policies?

The lessons from Kanpur go beyond

the confines of that wounded city.

There is little doubt that funda-
mentalist groups of both communities
have grown in all parts of India, includ-
ing states like West Bengal. To some ex-
tent, this can also be attributed to the
politics of crass opportunism of centrist
parties who ally with such forces for
short term gains, thereby presenting
them with an entry point into areas
where they do not exist. Only a strictly
impartial secular administration by
parties and alliances committed to fight-
ing fundamentalism of all hues can en-
sure the prerequisite for any advance:
mutual trust, harmony and peace be-
tween communities. On such a scale of
measurement, the rule of the BJP and
its allies has proved tobe a disaster/
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BHUBANESWAR, April 3. —
Pastor Rolia Soren, who was
‘, the first to inform police about
{ the murder of Graham Staines
and his two children on 22 Jan-
uary 1999, today said he had
not given any written com-
! plaint. He had only lent his sig-
nature to a prepared statement

| written by the local police.
Deposing at the district and

Staineses’ murder case trial re-
| sumed today, Pastor Soren, for-
merly of Manoharpur church,
| said he had rushed to Thakur-
| munda police station to inform
| police who in turn directed him
to Anandapur police
station.
| Pastor Soren said he was ac-
| companied by Mr Joseph Mar-
i andi to Thakurmunda police sta-
| tion which is close to Manohar-
| pur. ~
g From there they telephoned
| the district level authorities at
| Baripada and informed them
|
i
i

I
]
|
i
| sessions judge court where the
|
z
1

' about the murder, he said.
| The prosecution witness, how-
; ever, said he had not given any
" written FIR. But when he re-
turned to Manoharpur village
after going to Anandapur police
station, the next day, some po-
lice. officers interrogated him
and then asked him to sign on a
paper.
“The policeman showed me a
paper, said it was the FIR and
asked me to sign on it,” he told

/1 only signed, \/
pohce statement,
says key qymtness

Dara Singh

the court He asserted that he
had not identified nor named
anyone of the assailants.

The Staineses’ murder case tri-
al resumed today with the CBI
counsel informing the court that
the High Court had relaxed the
timetable set by it earlier and
from now onwards trial to the
case can be taken up on the first
20 days of every month ingtead
of the first 10 days agdag heen
specified earlier, '

The High Court had ﬁxed the
first 10 days of every month for
the Staineses’ murder jr
the second half “gf-
month for trial to otHer:cases
involving  Ravindra ' Pal
alias Dara Singh at Karanjia
court.

CBI had moved the High
Court seeking extensxon of this

timeframe to more 10
days of a month.

//
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KOLKATA, March 30. - As the
countdown to the Assembly
elections gets under way, the
Left Front government is pull-
ing out all stops to woo the mi-
nority community.

Minority issues seem to be re-
ceiving special attention, with
organisations like the West
Bengal Minorities Commission
and the Confederation of Mi-
norities and Dalits pressing the
chief minister to solve their
problems.

An advertisement on the front
page of Ganashakti - the CPI-M
mouthpiece — on 22 March indi-
cated that most of the measures
cater to Muslims. The WBMC
chairman admitted that other
minority communities “don’t
have too many problems”.

.| Two housing complexes are be-

ing constructed specifically for
minorities at Rajarhat New
Township and Kolkata. Eighty
four cottahs of land have been
set aside at Rajarhat for 125

ats in 12 buildings.
While the housing minister,

r Gautam Deb, was unavaila-
ble for comment, housing de-
partment secretary, Mr R Roy
Choudhury, asked this corre-
spondent to speak to HIDCO
officials, who in turn reverted
the matter to the minister. The
WBMC chairman, Mr Justice
KM Yusuf, said that housing
was a long standing demand of
the minority community.
Apart from flats, shops are al-
so0 being constructed at Rajar-
hat of which some are to be set
aside for minorities.
At a seminar recently organ-
ised by WBMC on ‘The prob-
lems of minorities in West Ben-
gal and remedial measures’,
Justice Yusuf lamented that or-
ders issued by the state govern-
ment in 1981, to the effect that
“the Urdu language should be
increasingly used for official
purposes for the benefit of the
Urdu speaking population in

Calcutta, Asansol, Islampur
sub-divisions... Garden Reach
and Metiabruz police stations”
had not been implemented.
The chief minister, Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharya, who was
present at the seminar said
that in the aforementioned
areas letters written to govern-
ment officials in Urdu would
receive replies in Urdu. He said
that district authorities had
been informed about the mat-
ter and that it had not been im-
plemented thus far, due to “cal-
lousness of senior officers”.
Another demand of the minor-
ities that is ‘in the process’ is
the abolition of reservation for
SC/ST and OBCs in the case of
appointments to teaching posts
in minority-run schools, colleg-
es and institutions.

Mr Dinesh Chandra Dakua,
backward classes welfare min-
ister, said: “They have been
saying that the reservation
laws are not applicable to them

n their trail all the way

because they Rre gfrotected by
the Constitution. We have re-
ferred the matter to the law de-
partment. The matter is await-
ing clearance.”

In response to a long standing
demand for meodernisation of
Madrasah education in the
state, the government has re-
cently set up the Madrasah Ed-
ucation Committee under the
chairmanship of former gover-
nor, Prof AR Kidwai. The com-
mittee will submit its recom-
mendations in six months.

In other developments, four
hostels for Muslim girls are un-
der construction “to facilitate
higher education among them”.
Boundary walls have been|
erected in 20 Muslim grave-
yards, to prevent encroach-
ment, and construction of seven
boundary walls would be taken
up in the current financial year.
The Ganashakti advertise-
ment also highlighted the fact
that arrangements had been
made for 19,841 Haj pilgrims in
West Bengal and adjoining

states, in the month ow

—
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"UNEDUCATIVE TIMES y

Catholic schools under threat in Manipur

HERE are obstacles in practically every sphere of public
life in Manipur.The queues at tubewells and watertaps
grow longer, petrol and kerosene are scarce because militants
do not allow oil tankers to use the 213-km Dimapur-Imphal
national highway, Manipur’s lifeline. About 35 of these were
said to have been burnt when demands were ignored. Many
Roman Catholic school staff have reportedly fled following
extortion threats. The situation has come to such a pass that
teachers and parents talk about running the institutions
themselves. Missionary schools have been under pressure for
several uears. In 1992 one priest was killed when he refused
to cough up Rs 60,000. The outfit which made the claim alleg-
ed he was involved in some “rackets”. Five years later, the
principal of Maram Don Bosco College was murdered. The
culprits could not be traced. Standards of education in
government schools being what they are, middle class
families send their children to missionary schools. The
affluent, prefer to send their wards to schools and colleges
outside the state — to ensure an uninterrupted eaucatio and
their safety from the drug menace. Jh- 0 19 ’}
No one can deny that extortion has becomeé a way of lifeAn
the North-east. Unless drastic measures are taken, thege is °
little prospect of improvement. But even if missionary schools
are to buy peace, like Assam’s tea gardens, the question
remains: for how long? Beyond temporarily strengthening
security al schools, the new Samata-led coalition is incapable
of finding a permanent solution. That the insurgents ar9/
made to understand the implications of their action op-
‘uture of thousands of young hearts is of ultimate 1mpef'tance
eachers and parents should play a crucial role. . -




“WOOING MINORIT”[ES

\%\& Housing projects for Muslims g

HE West Bengal government’s plan to construct two ho s-

ing projects exclusively for Muslims sounds bizarre. Other
measures, announced through an advertisement issued by
the government are the kind of routine welfare measures to
which no one can object. But to house Muslims separately
looks like ghettoisation, especially since it sets them off
against their neighbours which, in turn, tends to reinforce

. mutual mistrust and suspicion. Wouldn’t it be better to
! integrate Muslims into a normal housing project where they
: could live side by side with people from other communities?

Anyhow, what is clear is that the Left Front is sufficiently

 frightened by Mamata Banerjee and her vigorous campaign
- to woo the Muslim electorate in the state, not to pay heed to

larger questions of communal integration. The Left Front
hasn’t had to bother much about the Muslim electorate so far,
since its pro-poor stance took care of them as well, they didn’t
need to develop a separate rhetoric aimed at them. Also, the
Congress and the CPI-M have had their own Muslim
constituencies, they didn’t fight their battles there. But the
CPI-M understands that Mamata Banerjee needs to pick a
sufficient number of Muslim votes, independently of the
Congress, in order to have a Trinamul-led government.
Therefore, the Front needs to enhance its minerity profile,
even though in many ways such an approach contradicts its
own basic ideology. But then the CPI(M) has been in politics

" long enough to understand that when it comes to winning

elections, the methods are mostly tried and tested onegy
are not trying to create a new citizenship are they?

ey
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hurches ready for
dialogue with RSS

Udayan Namboodirt N /,W;“(JA\A/\/(/? V)XS

New Delhi, March 28

{ -
THE LEADERSHIPS of the Catholic and Protestant Churches have
jointly agreed to a structured dialogue process with Hindu spiritual
and social organisations, including those of the Sangh parivar, as
they believe there has been a marked fall in the number of violent
incidents against Christians in recent months.

“The atmosphere has improved,” Archbishop Vincent Concessao,
the first Vice-President of Catholic Bishops Conference of India
(CBCI), said today. He pointed out that Christians had always been
ready for dialogue with all parties to explain their point of view on all
vexed issues, including conversion.

However, the modalities for the dialogue would have to be first
worked out. Rev. Iype Joseph, general secretary of the National Coun-
cil of Churches in India (NCCI), a grouping of 20 Protestant and
Orthodox Churches, said: “We have proposed a series of meetings and
not just a one-off among heads of religions.”

The Church had agreed for a dialogue with the RSS in Decembel\/
1998 on the conversion issue, which had been raked up by the RSS.
However, the Dangs incident followed soon after that and the process
went into limbo. - -

Since then, there have been over 400 cases of violence against
Christian priests and vandalism of Church properties. Last year. the
National Commission of Minorities thied to organise another round,
but without consuliting the Catholic leadership.

The dialogue structure now proposed by the CBCI and NCCI calis
for three levels of talks through ‘dialogue units’. These would first
meet to farash out a unified Christian position. At the second level,
mid-ranfng Church leaders would confer with their opposite num-
bers imdhg Hindu organisations. Finally, the top leaders would meet.
~ “The dimlogue process can be helped by a meeting of Church lead-
ers and Hindu seers such as the Shankaracharya. This will help devel-
op a vis#®h statement,” said Father Donald D’ Souza, deputy secre-
tary-general of CBCL

He said the CBCI and the NCCI had agreed on this before Monday’s
meeting between members of the NCCI executive body and the NCM.
“There is no division among us on this.”

The Church leadership continues to reject the RSS as the sole rep-
resentative of Hindus.

But in an adjustment of its former posture, they are now willing to
accept it-as “one of the Hindu organisations”.

THE HINDUSTAN TI4E3
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/7" Riot after Riot

The embers have cooled but the pain remains. Kanpur, onge the
‘Manchester of the East’, today flares up at the slightest excuge. It
comes as no surprise then that Kanpur went up in flames over
confirmed report of the Koran being burnt in distant Delhi. So, who
was behind the arson and murder? By all accounts, the protest starbed
in a small way. Two mysterious posters come up against the alleged
Koran burning incident. This is followed by a group of Muslim youths
burning the effigy of the prime minister. Soon a shop is burnt, and the
police fire into the crowds. And then it is murder and mayhem as the
PAC (Provincial Armed Constabulary) arrives, property is looted and
bullets are fired selectively. The devastation over, 30 lie dead, most of
them Muslim, and property worth crores of rupees is destroyed. What-
ever the reasons for the genesis of the riot — rumour-mongering typi-
cal of communal situations being one — it is clear that it could not have
escalated into arson on this scale without the involvement of the PAC,
Uttar Pradesh’s notoriously sectarian police force. Such is the PAC’s
repytation that its mere mention is enough to spread panic among the

wforities. As our special correspondent notes, for two entire days, the
PAC ran riot, burning shops and attacking chosen targets, even as the
dstrict administration looked the other way. One Muslim leader was
rested from the room of our correspondent, who was told to
derstand that “Muslims are like this”.

The trigger-happy PAC has a reputation that precedes it — from
oradabad to Meerut and Hashimpura, its record in riot after riot
; speaks for itself. So, what explains the PAC’s peculiar character trait?
! One school of thought has it that the PAC was raised as a Hindu police
force in the early years of freedom. If this was indeed the PAC’s brief, it
has stuck to it faithfully. It says something for the notoriety of the PAC
that the Kanpur riot this time was hardly between Hindus and Mus-
lims. If anything, Kanpur resounds to stories about members of the two
communities helping each other. Evidently, not much has been done to
change the profile of PAC, though as chief minister, Mayawati did or-
der that Muslims be recruited into the force. However, she failed to
achieve this in her short stint. The time has perhaps come to disband
the PAC. But that may not solve anything in a climate where the small-
est rumour becomes a grave provocation. Partisan policing must be
recognised as a symptom rather than as the disease. The disease being
the excessive secrecy that first prevents truth from reaching the people
and then allows dubious elements to take advantage of the confusion.
Outfits like the Bajrang Dal and Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) thrive in a communally charged atmosphere where rumour
breeds rumour. SIMI complements the Hindu fundamentalist forces in
many ways. Their language and methodology are the same. Hatred
unites them. In fact, SIMI’s growth as a Muslim fundamentalist force in
UPanda other states in the past few years needs seriouslyto be
probed. X through ali this Kanpur was saved, it is thankg/to the
ordingry citizen whgfemained the only voice of sanity.
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of Indian
Churches

/ Nagpur, March 26
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BUILDING UP on his earlier call
for Indianisation of churches in
the country, RSS chief K Sudar-
shan today urged Christian intel-
lectuals to set up a ‘federation of
Swadeshi Churches'.

Churches should have no tor-
eign links or financial transac-
tions with them and their man-
agement and properties should
be solely under the control of
Indian devotees, Sudarshan said.
He added that his predecessors,
like Guru Golvalkar and Balasa-
heb Deoras, too had expressed
similar sentiments.

Calling upon Christians to join
the mainstream, Sudarshan
accused church leaders of dis-
criminating against Dalit Chris-
tians while providing jobs in
institutions run by missionaries.
“When Christianity believes in
equality, why not give priority to
Dalit Christians in their own
institutions instead of asking the
Government?” he asked.

Christian intellectuals in the
country should initiate the
process by discussing the shape
of such a federation. he said.

Sudarshan alse criticised the
recent Vatican admission of sex-
ual exploitation of nuns.

He was speaking after releas-
ing a book “The Indian Church,”
written by Virag Pachpore, a
scribe  who worked as RSS
pracharak in the North-East.
Maharashtra Legislative Council
Opposition leader Nitin Gadkari
was also present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Protestant and
Orthodox church leaders today
took strong exception of the RSS
chief’s remarks describing them
as “foreigners” and said they
were ready for a dialogue with
representatives of any faith or
religious group to remove the
“misunderstandings”.

Leaders representing all 29
Christian denominations in the
country met National Commis-
sion for Minorities here to dis-
cuss their concerns and said By
no means are we foreigners.
Some of the churches are as old
as 2,000 years.

How can we be foreigners?”
The leaders, reportedly reluctant
to be part of any kind of dialogue
as proposed by NCM few months
ago, said “we have also discussegl
the modalities of the dialogue
as proposed by the commission.”
They, however, declined to reveal
the suggestions put forward by
NCM for the dialogue.

PTI

|
|
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Christians attacked.

1
|
1

in Andhra Pradesh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE /B\public addre:

terh they pulled
HYDERABAD, MARCH 24 (\M’ down the tent.
~ In the 15-min
ACTIVISTS allegedlybelong-  miscreantsalsoby
ing to the RSS and BJP raided a  leging that the leadels were encour-
Christian congregationat Chevella  aging conversions, th
in Andhra’s Rangareddy district, down the speakers from the dias.
beat up peopie and burnt religious  When Pastor Shouril tried to inter-
scriptures late Thursday night. vene, they bashed him up. Three
In another incident in the Old  persons were injured. On being

City here, youth, who assembled at  tipped off, police rushed to the spot

the Mecca Masjid for prayers, butbythenthe miscreantshadfled.
pelted stones on passersby follow- Home Minister T. Devender
ingreports that holyscriptureswere ~ Goud visited the town this after-
burnt in Patiala. Thisled to tension  noon and assured stringent action
in the area but police took quick - against the accused. Condemning
steps to prevent further trouble. the incident, Goud said that all
According to a report from necessary steps would be inifiated
Chevella, the alleged reasonforthe  torestore normalcy in the town.
unprovoked assault was that Chris- Chevella Congress MLA P.
t1a$ ‘were encouraging conver-  Sabita alsovisited the town and de-
sions. Three personswere arrested  manded that the state government

' incdninectionwith the incident. take action against the accused.

Christian religious leader Ranjit ~ Police said three accused — G.

Opeer was addressing a meeting  Srikanth Reddy, B. Ram Reddy

when 15 miscreantsraidedit. Rais-  and B. Srinivas Reddy — were ar-
ing slogans, they ransacked the résted and efforts are on to trace
meeting premises. Damaging the - the remaining accused. /
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HE RSS, despite the BJP’s demals,
is out to create Hindu rashtra in

India. Its chief, Mr. K. S. Suder-

shan, a known hardliner, repeat-
edly asserts his ideas of Hindu rashtra,
Hindu culture and Hindu values. He has
been demanding ‘Indianisation’ of Islam
as well as of the Christian Church. He
maintains that Muslims are converts
from Hinduism and they should respect
Hindu gods as their own and also that
they should rename themselves as Mu-
hammad Prasad or Muhamimad Das. He
says Indian Muslims should emulate In-
donesian Muslims who, according to
him, have adopted Hindu culture.

The problem is Mr. Sudershan is nei-
ther conversant with Indian reality nor
with that of Indonesia. There are thou-
sands of Muslims in this country with in-
digenous names already and this has
been in existence for centuries. There are
Muslims with names such as Dahyabhai,
Ratanbai, Manikbai, and Kutty and sur-
names such as Deshmukh, Deshpande,
Patel or Patil. Mr. Sudershan is reported
to have said that if Indian Muslims adopt
Sanskritised names communalism will
subside. Has the existerice of such names
among Muslims for centuries helped re-
duce tension now? Among Christians also
such names exist. Did this help in reduc-
ing communal violence against Chris-
tians? Will Mr. Sudershan recommend to
Hindus settled abroad to change their
names and adopt western culture?
Should their loyalty to those countries be
judged by Christianisation?

Any social scientist will corroborate the
observation that the causes of communal
tension do not lie in personal names but
are much deeper and part of the struggle
for political power and political hegemo-
ny. The graph of communal violence
shoots up or falls depending on the politi-
cal situation in the country. Several com-
munal catastrophes took place from early
1980s to the 1990s as the BJP had decided
to capture power by consolidating Hindu
votes by provoking communal feelings
raising emotional controversies such as
Ramjanmabhoomi. The Sangh Parivar
did capture power but thousands of in-
nocents lost their lives. Their names had
nothing to do with all this. Nor were they
involved in any political controversy. Nor
were they less Indian.

Hindu ra§)a

Those killed wire the poorest of the
poor. They were not even aware of re-
naming controversies or controversies
about Bharatiya culbure. They were just
immersed in their struggle for survival. A
year after the demolition of the Babri
Masjid we held a meeting at Behrampada
in Bandra east, Mumbai. Behrampada
had been the worst affected by commu-
nal violence. I asked the Muslims at the
meeting whether they would like the Ba-
bri Masjid to be rebuilt in Ayodhya. A

also being targeted. Rural areas are also
being penetrated by communal forces.
The VHP is converting many rural Mus-
lims saying their ancestors were Hindus.

It is only in urban areas that middle
class Muslims may assert their Islamic
identity and may show awareness of hav-
ing distinct religio- cultural practices.
And what is wrong with that? Mr. Suder-
shan is not fully conversant with the In-
donesian reality either, whose example
he never tires of giving. It is only Javan

The real agenda of the Sangh Parivar is to completely
‘hinduise’ all Indians and sanskritise all Hindus.

young Muslim stood up and said “We do
not know about Babri Masjid but we are
worried who will rebuild our hutments
which were burnt down during the riots.
We are still leaving without these huts.”

Mr. Sudershan knows very well that
even if all Indian Muslims change their
names to Hindu names, communal vio-
lence will continue to take place. The next
demand may be to convert to Hinduism
and even if all Muslims convert to
Hinduism and Christians stop proselyti-
sation totally, the saffron family’s aggres-
sive postures will not change. They will be
targeted as former Muslims and Chris-
tians.

There are many such examples in the
world. In former Yugoslavia, Bosnian
Muslims were targeted by Serbian Ortho-
dox Christians even though they Muslims
neither had any distinct cuilture, religious
identity or even awareness that they were
Muslims. The awareness came only after
they were targeted so ruthlessly. They
wondered why they were being killed.
They were not even loyal to any other
country. They had not even created any
separate Muslim country like Pakistan.

The Indian Muslim community is not
homogenous, if Mr. Sudarshan cares to
know. The rural Muslims in India are
highly integrated with the local milieu.
Many of them wear dhoti and kurta like
the Hindus in those areas and they speak
the same rural dialect. Their names are
also indigenous. They cannot even recite
the kalima (Islamic confession) let alone
read the Quran, Today these Muslims are

YHE HINDU
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Muslims who have sanskritised names
and perform dances based on the Ra-
mayana, not Muslims from other parts of
Indonesia. Java was ruled by Hindus for a
few centuries and this left a deep influen-
ce on indigenous Javanese culture. But it
is not so in other parts of Indonesia. In
Aceh and parts of Indonesia there is a
demand for implementation of Islamic
Shariat and to declare the country an Is-
lamic state. In many parts of Indonesia
there were riots between Muslims and
Christians and hundreds of people were
killed on either side.

Java has a composite culture and Mr.
Sudershan should know that India too
has a composite culture of which all of us
are so proud. Many Muslim dynasties
ruled over India for over 700 years and left
a deep impact on the cultural scene as
Hindu rule did over Java in Indonesia.
The Indian composite culture has Muslim
influences as Javanese culture has Hindu
influences. Mr. Sudershan should know
that Indian Muslims, particularly those
who had come from Central Asia or Iran,
accepted indigenous influences in every
field of life.

There is hardly any field in which these
Muslims did not accept Indian influences
including music and painting of human
figures, though both are prohibited in Is-
lam, Indian Muslims, despite strong op-
position from the Ulema, made seminal
contributions in the field of music. Only
recently the shehnai maestro, Ustad Bis-
millah Khan, was awarded the Bharat
Ratna. Is shehnai of Arab origin? It is very

tra & Indian nationalism

Y By Asghar Ali Engineer

much Indian. Who can deny the contri-
bution of Tansen as far as Indian music is
concerned? He was a Muslim and medie-
val India has not produced a greater sing-
er and inventor of several ragas. Even
Khusro, the celebrated poet laureate of
the Sultanate period, not only wrote Hin-
di duhas, which are tremendously pop-
ular even today, he was a great musician
in his own right. He invented some musi-
cal instruments too.

There have been several poets who
wrote in Hindi and Avadhi such as Rask-
han and others. And who wrote ‘Padma-
wat’? A Muslim poet, of course. These
poets are considered founders of Hindi
poetry. A great Sufi saint from Punjab,
Baba Farid, was the first to write poems in
Punjabi and Sikhs are proud of him; his
verses have been quoted in the ‘Adi
Granth'. For his seminal contribution to
Punjabi literature, the Punjab University.
in Chandigarh has established the Baba
Farid Chair and a lot of work is being
done on him. Many Sufi saints wrote in
regional languages. Everyone in Maha-
rashtra knows about an eminent sufi
saint, Sheikh Muhammad, who wrote in
Marathi.

In contemporary India also, there are
eminent Muslim poets and writers in all
regional languages such as Tamil, Ma-
layalam, Telugu, Kannada, Marathi, Hin-
di, Kashmiri, Assamese, Oriya, Bengali.
Mithili, Rajasthani, and Malwi and sever-
al other dialects. What is Indianisation it
not all this? What kind of Indianisation
does Mr. Sudershan want after all?

The real agenda of the Sangh Parivar is
to completely ‘hinduise’ all Indians and
sanskritise all Hindus to create total uni-
formity. The RSS hates diversity and plu-
ralism like all fundamentalists, including
Islamic fundamentalists. They want uni-
formity as defined and understood by
them. The RSS does not like even indige-
nous Hindu cultures; it wants to dissemi-
nate only Vedic Sanskritic culture. It is
not only Muslims and Christians in the
firing line of the RSS; Hindus following
non-Vedic cultures will be on the chop-
ping block next. Demands to sanskritise
names or ‘hinduise’ culture go againsi

language, one culture.



M condemns

Koran burnin
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE%(; o

CHANDIGARH, March 22. -
The Prime Minister, unlike
other Sangh Parivar leaders,
has condemned the burning of
Koran and desecration of a
mosque in Amritsar yesterday.
“I strongly condemn such hei-
nous acts, even though they are
isolated and aberrant in na-
ture.” He urged the state gov-
ernment to take “swift and stern
action” against the culprits.

The Punjab Assembly too has
condemned yesterday’s inci-
dent. The state local govern-
ment minister, Mr Balram
Dass Tandon (BJP), said three
of the five culprits had been ar-
rested. They are Harvinder
Sharma, Alok Kumar and
Rakesh Sharma. ~

A similar incident was rep
rted today from Patiala.\ F¥
people, claiming to be me
of Akhil Bharatiya Hi
Suraksha Samiti (the group
responsible for yesterday's
incident), burnt books which
they claimed to be copies of the
Koran. One of them (was
arrested. %f . ~

However, unlike yesterday's
incident, this did not take
place near any mosque. Senior
police  officers said = the
incidents might be related to
the ones in Kanpur.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said
such acts were “aimed at
weakening national unity and
communal amity. The Holy
Koran is sacred not oniy to
Muslims but also to all other
communities in India.”

The VHP, however, dismissed
the reports as “rumour mon-
gering” by Islamic fund-
amentalists. Its working presi-
dent, Mr Ashok Singhal, said
the ISI and other Muslim
terrorist organisations had
decided to create instability in
the country.

The BJP too echoed the VHP
line, saying it looked as if there
was a planned attempt to
disturb communal peace.
Senior leader, Mr JP Mathur,
said the controversy kicked off
with the publication of an
incident, which probaWidn’t
oceur, on a website/
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.,Bairang Dal alleges

"y Yattack on temple®!|’

By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, MARCH 20. The Ahme-
dabad unit of the Bajrang Dal has
cautioned the State Government
of “trouble” if the administration
failed to bring to book alleged
pro-Taliban elements who re-
portedly attempted to set fire to a
Hindu temple in Manekchowk lo-
cality in the heart of the city.

The outfit’s city unit chief, Mr.
Harshad Giletwala, claimed that
some Islamic fanatics, following
the example of the Taliban attacks
on Buddha statues in Afghanis-
tan, attempted to set fire to a Ha-
numan temple in Manekchowk
locality on Sunday night following
a communal clash betweerr two
groups of people.

The police and the Rapid Ac-
tion Force fired at least six rounds

?d/burst over 175 teargas shells
-t0 disperse the walring groups in-
dulging in heavy stone throwing

and brickbatting, injurihg two
persons. Police sources, hpwever,
denied knowledge of any attempt
to set fire to the temple.

‘Buddhas 10 be replicated’

PTI reports from New Delbi:

Meanwhile, the RSS-backed
cultural outfit ‘Sanskar Bharati’
today said it would ‘replicate”
the demolished Bamiyan Budd-
has in the Kulu valley of Himachal
Pradesh, if possible, with the de-
bris of the statues from Afghan-
istan.

The outfit has identified a
monolith stone of the same size in
identical surroundings and a
team of 16 sculptors led by San-
skar Bharati's Delhi art unit chief,
Mr. Advait Gannayak, would be-
gin work on the project from
Buddha Purnima later this vear,
the outfit's spokesperson, Mr.
Dev Mani Tripathi, said.

~
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THE SHARP ESCALATION of violence in Kan-
pur, that has already left about a dozen people
including an Additional District Magistrate
dead, is a pointer to the extent to which the
polity in the town is divided on communal
lines. And it will not be improper to conclude
that the events in Kanpur in the past few gays
are only a fallout of the insidious campaign car-
ried out across the country by sectarian outfits
on either side of the Hindu-Muslim divide. That
mere rumours about the holy text of the Mus-
lims being burnt in the capital are enough to
provoke a violent outburst in Kanpur highlights
the extent to which men who belong to the
lunatic fringes of both the communities can go.
But then, violence on the scale witnessed in
Kanpur since Friday last could not have taken
place if only the civil administration in the dis-
trict and the political leadership of Uttar Pra-
desh had agreed to act in time. The Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. Rajnath Singh, can-
not be absolved of his responsibility in letting
things slide to the extent that it has.

The fact that a section belonging to the Stu-
dents Islamic Movement of India (SIMI), which
had orchestrated the protest on March 16 (os-
tensibly to protest against the “‘burning” of the
Quran), was carrying sophisticated firearms
that Friday afternoon underlines the failure of
the civil administration in the city. After all, itis
not all that simple for members of such outfits
to procure such sophisticated firearms (for it is
now evident that the Additional District Magist-
-ate succumbed to bullets from an assault rifle)
vithout the law enforcing agencies coming to
mnow of it. Add to this the reports that large

umber of crude bombs, country-made guns

nd other weapons have been found from the
‘ty’s localities during the raids in the past cou-
e of days, and it is clear that the communal
slence in Kanpur was in the making for some
ne. Yet the Government did nothing.

Indeed, the incidents in Kanpur cannot be

VIOLENCE IN KANPUR %
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seen as mere problems of law and order. In the
same way, there is no way one can concur with
the claims by the Chief Minister that the vio-
lence is the fallout of a conspiracy. Instead, the
turn of events in Kanpur during the past few
days cannot but bring to mind the situation
across Uttar Pradesh when the BjP and the oth-
er arms of the Sangh Parivar were engaged in
whipping up passions around the Ayodhya con-
troversy. It is a fact that throughout that phase
— from the time of Mr. L. K. Advani’s rath yatra
to the demolition of the Babri Masjid on De-
cember 6, 1992 — most towns in Uttar Pradesh
were caught up in communal violence, arson
and looting of property. The civil administra-
tion had, even at that time, failed in its duty.
The incidents in Kanpur are a cause for goncern
in this context rather than being metg issues
pertaining to law and order.
N

It is for this very reason that the situation in
Kanpur needs to be contained from a larger
standpoint. And the imperative for the person-
nel in the civil administration and the political
leaders — cutting across the parties — is to put
in place a machinery that can intervene as and
when forces wedded to religious sectarianism
raise their heads to foment trouble in the State
rather than let them procure such large quanti-
ties of firearms and bombs as they did in Kan-
pur. At another level, the men in the law
enforcing agencies in the State — the PAC in
particular — will need to be sensitised about
the need for them to gain the confidence of the
members of the minority community (it is a fact
that the memory of the Meerut riots is still
fresh). Meanwhile, it is also important for Mr.
Rajnath Singh, as long as he is the Chief Minis-
ter of the State, to realise that attributing the
violence to any conspiracy will not do. And
even if it is a conspiracy, it is his duty as head of
the State Government to bringyput the truth and
prevent such violence. }0




onspiracy behind ri

By Our Special Correspondent w 1) A

LUCKNOW, MARCH 18. The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Rajnath Singh, today found a political con-
spiracy responsible for the Kanpur riots that claimed
eight lives since Friday last.

Unofficial sources, meanwhile, put the toll at 12.

Talking to newspersons after reviewing the riot
situation with officials here, Mr. Singh said besides
the Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan and
the Students Inslamik Movement of India (SIMI),
internal political forces were also behind the Kanpur
disturbances. The immediate priority of the Govern-
ment was to restore normality after which an inquiry
would be held to find the conspirators and they
would be exposed.

The civil and police officials had been given strict
instructions to control the situation. The local ad-
ministration at Kanpur had been provided enough
police forces to deal with the rioters and there was
some visible improvement in the situation, he said.

Mr. Singh appealed to the people to extend their
fullest cooperation to the authorities to bring nor-
mality in the disturbed city. He rejected suggestions
that there was a failure on the part of the authorities
to gauge the communal situation which had result-
ed in a flare-up of violence.

The Government, by a late night order, yesterday
transferred the district magistrate and Superintend-
ent of Police, Kanpur, but Mr. Singh said this was
only to revamp the administrative machinery. Mr.
B.S. Bhullar and Mr. Arun Kumar have been ap-
pointed the new District Magistrate and Senior Su-

e
s: Rajnath

perintendent of Police in place of Mrs. Anita ]a\/
Bhatnagar and Mr. G.P. Sharma respectively. One
Additional Director General of Police, one SP and 12
DSPs have been fushed from other districts to assist !
the local police.

The Chief Minister confirmed that isolated insi-/
dents of violence had continued in the curfew-
bound areas on the third day today with groups of
rioters indulging in arson and firing. The number of
those killed stood at eight, including the Additional
District Magistrate, Mr. C.P. Pathak. Besides ten per-
sons have been injured during the riots.

Indefinite curfew remained in force in eight police
station areas of the disturbed city.

He said there was no need to call in the Army as
the state police forces were enough to control the
situation.

Asked if the State Government was considering to
ban the SIMI, allegedly responsible for sparking cur-
rent disturbances, Mr. Singh said first the situation
would have to be brought under control. Ban on the
organisation could be considered only after a full
inquiry was conducted.

The police have, meanwhile, started intensive
search operations to bring out hidden arms and,
according to reports a large number of unauthorised
weapons have already been unearthed.

All educational institutions in the city have been
indefinitely closed. Kanpur University has cancelled
its current examinations till the return of normality.
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“vDehra Dul, March 8 (PTI): As- |
serting thit “Indianisation of ||
Islam and\Christianity” is a ‘i
must, RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan |
has said Muslims and Christians ||
should sever links with Mecca .
and the Vatican and become |
“swadeshi”. :

“The time
has come when
both Muslims
and Christians
who are living
in India should
Indianise their.
religions. They
should sever |
their links with [,
Mecca and the
Pope and, in-
stead, become
swadeshi,” Su- . \1/
darshan said at a function™th
Hardwar last night.

Even if Muslims and Chris-
tiansdid not “consider” Ramand |
Krishna as “their gods”, they |
should give “due; respect” to |
Indian ethos and religion, he |
added.

Condemning the vandalism
of Buddha statues in Bamiyan by
the Taliban, he said: “They (Tal-
iban) are doing what the first
Mughal emperor Babar had
done in India. I don’t see much
difference between Babar and
the Taliban.” e

Sudarshan

J
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Advani skips hearing again,

‘angers Ayodhya commission

hearing, the adjournment was granted
as the witness had to attend an impor-
tant meeting in the North-East because
of the special situation prevailing there,”
Observing that the repeated ad-
journments sought by Advani were “re-
grettable,” Liberhan calied him again
When the Commission assembled this on April 10 and 11 clarifying that “no
morning for Advani’s examination, his ! L 9 further adjournments will be granted”.
counsel, Satya Pal Jain, moved an applica-  Courting adjournments  This despite Advani’s plea that de-
tion seeking adjournment on the ground spite his “bﬁf{z&, the visit could not

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5 "qg%" X\

THE Justice M S Liberhan Commis
sion today deplored the repeated failure
of Home Minister L K Advani to depose
before it on his alleged role in the Babri
Masjid demolition.

that the minister had to leave for Andamanand Nico-  be avoided because of the impOrtance of the issue in-
Yar Islands toattend an urgent meeting at the RajNi-  volved during his visit.”
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State minorities commission
condemns Taliban move

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, March 5

Wi

THE WEST Bengal Minorities}
Commission Chairman Justic
KM Yusuf has described the Tal
ibans as ‘lunatics’ and asked the
world leaders to “stop their
lunatic acts™
In a statement released here
on Monday. the chairman con-
demned the demolition of Bud-
dhist statues in Afghanistan as
unislamic. “The demolition of
historic statues of Buddha in
Afghanistan by the Talibans is
not only sacrilegious but also
. against all canons of Islam,” Jus-
tice Yusuf said. The cardinal

point of Islam is to respect all
religions and not to hurt the sen-
timents of the followers of any
other religion, Yusuf said.

“It is the duty of the commis-
sion to condemn in unequivocal
terms the destruction of valu-
able Buddhist heritage.”

The Taliban's act is unparal-
leled in world history. the chair-
man said. “Buddhism has been
associated with Afghanistan
from Ashoka’s period. A good
number of Buddhist relics are
still preserved in the Kabul
museum.”

Justice Yusuf cited the names
of those who had invaded other
countries but did not destroy the

ABAEN ) o8 REnGadb AN |
[RTTR oL WIS ru\

[HE

ancient statues and religious
sites. “Caliph Omar conquered
Persia in the 7th century but the
historic pyramid still stands
there untouched.

Mahmood of Ghazni invaded
India many times but only to
take away the wealth from this
country. His objective was not to
demolish  idols.  Similarly,
Chengis Khan also did not touch
the 2000 years old statues of Bud-
dha,” he said. Expressing his
astonishment at the irresponsi-
ble fatwa issued by the Taliban,
Justice Yusuf said, “The fatwa
would tarnish the image of Islam

and send wrong signals to non:
muslims about Islam.” /
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for moré power

By Our CORRESPONDENT «M - 5

New Delhi, March 3: The Nation-
al Commission for SCs and STs
has demanded powers to prosecute
and punish the culprits committing
atrocities on SCs and STs.

The commission has also held
the states responsible for non-utili-
sation and misuse of funds allocat-
ed for their welfare. _

Chairman of the commission
Dilip Singh Bhuria told a news
conference on Saturday that the
tifth report of the commission for
1998-1999. has been submitted to

Tthe President K.R. Narayanan.

He said that so far the commis-
sion has only been playing an
investigating and recommendatory
role and in a large number on
instances its directions have been
ignored by the authorities.

“The rights we have are restrict-
ed to investigation and placing our
findings. We need more powers,
especially power to prosecute, to
ensure that the culprits are pun-
ished,” he said.

He said that both in the case of
criminal offence and violation of
service codes against the members
of the SC and ST communities, the
offenders often go scot free, giving
rise to instance of atrocities.

Talking about the utilisation of
funds allocated for the welfare of
the SCs and STs, Mr Bhuria said a
large number of state governments
have not been utilising the money
for which it is.

“Instead these funds are being
diverted elsewhere,” he said.

He added that,“The problem is
not of funds. But they do not reach
the person for whom. they are
meant.”

A statement released by the com-
mission said,”It is evident that
though the constitutional and poli-
cv framework and institutional
mechanism have been put in place
for protecting the interests of SCs
and STs and for their socio — eco-
nomic development, the manner of
implementation of these pro-

grammes Pc,a}/‘fnuch ‘to be

desired.”
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-Dara Smgh
-0 trialy ot
begms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA L

BHUBANESWAR, March 1.~
The trial in |
the Graham
Staines mu- | ,
rder case |}
began here
today at the
court of the
. District and |
Sessions
' Judge, Mr "~ - ’
Mahendra- Dara Smgh
nath Pat- T
naik, with the examination of a
prosecution witness.

Thakurdas Murmu, sar-
panch of Manoharpur pan-
chayat, was examined by CBI
counsel and further cross-ex-
amined by the defence coun-
sel Mr Shyamananda Moha-
patra.

Dara singh alias Ravindra
Kumar Pal, the main accused
in the case and 13 other ac-
cused were present at the
court.

Graham Staines, an Aus-
tralian missionary, and his
two minor sons were brutally
burnt to death at Manohar-
pur in the night of 22 Janu-
ary 1999.

Murmu, who belongs to Ba-
dakusupada village close to
Manoharpur, said that he
was informed about the inci-
dent in the morning of 23
January 1999 and rushed
there.

He found two vans had
been totally burnt while the
charred remains of an adult
and two children were lying
in one of the vehicles.

Asked by the defence coun-
sel as to whether there was
tension in the area between
Hindus and Christians, Mur-
mu said tension had arisen in
the locality over the observ-
ance of some local festivals
and rituals in the early 80s.
But there had been no vio-
lence, he said.

The judge ordered that
Dara Singh, who wag brought

’\.
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Agartala, Feb. 22: The outlawed
National Liberation Front of
Tripura has admitted that its poli-
cy of forced conversion of Hindu
tribals to Christianity had back-
fired. The outfit also blamed a for-
mer advisor for its religious
policy.

The admission came in the
form of a statement faxed to a local
daily, which said religious insur-
gency had created rumblings of
dissent among NLFT cadre. This
also resulted in “senior comman-
der” Nayanbasi Jamatya desert-
ing the outfit along with a few
followers.

In the statement issued yester-
day, NLFT’s “information secre-
tary” M.R. Tuijang blamed its po-
litical - secretary and advisor,
Joshua alids Jogendra Debbarma,
for the religious mission.

He said Joshua had left the out-
fit after Nayanbasi and captive
Bru National Liberation Front
leader Suryamoni escaped from
the outfit’s hide-out early this
month. “Differences with Joshua
over the issue of religious policy
reached a flashpoint and led to a
clash in which ‘lance corporal’ V.
Mukul was killed...,” the state-
ment read.

The outfit held Nayanbasi Ja-
matya respongible for Mukul’s
killing. The statement added that
NLFT rebels -+ at the instance of
Joshua —made the abortive bid
on the life of Jamatya hoda okra
(head priest) Bikram Bahadur Ja-
matya last year. Apart from con-

confession -\

verting Hindu tribals at gunpoint,
Joshua had also planned to attack
Roman Catholic Christian mi-
norities. Regarding Nayanbasi’s
announcement that all the four
RSS pracharaks had been execut-
ed, the NLFT said it was “false and

~ we have nothing to do with it”.

However, it is well known that
the four pracharaks were kid- .
napped by the NLFT and taken
across the border to the outfit's |
base camp at Thangnan in the

Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh.
The outfit also charged Nayan-

basi Jamatya with “womanising”
and said his wife and children
have not been taken hostage by
the outfit. The family would be
handed over to him or his repre-
sentatives at any time.

The outfit described Joshua as
“politically over-ambitious”. He
had joined the outfit after being
denied nomination by the Tripura
Upajati Juba Samity (TUJS), a
tribal political party, it added.

TUJS sources confirmed that
Joshua had served the party for a
brief spell. “We had to part ways
because of his schizophrenic
ways,” a party source added.

Police sources said the NLFT’s
tell-tale missive was a form of
“nervous reaction” and added
that if the RSS activists were in-
deed dead, the NLFT “cannot
plead ignorance”.

Sources said agtring of police
operations and Ahe “firm stand”
taken by Jamatya leader Bikram
Bahadur Jafmatya had cornered
the outfit,
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/G ernor had warned against

\
\p
By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELM\, FEB. 20. Explaining why
the Centre did not impose Presi-
dent’s rule in Uttar Pradesh, the
former Prime Minister, Mr. P.V.
Narasimha Rao, today told the
Liberhan Commission that the
Governor had warned it that such
a move “will result in largescale
violence not only in U.P. but also
irr some other States”.

Continuing his deposition be-
fore the panel, Mr. Rao said, "‘a
clear warning against imposition
of President’s rule was contained
in the Governor's letter to the
Centre. The Governor had also
stated that in the event of vio-
lence in view of the congregation
of lakhs of karsevaks at Ayodhya,
the possibility of damage to the
disputed structure could not be
ruled out.”

During his cross-examination
by defence counsel, Mr. Rao said
several leaders, including the for-
mer West Bengal Chief Minister,
Mr. Jyoti Basu and Mr. Mulayam
Singh Yadav had suggested impo-
sition of President’s rule in the
State. But, the Centre went by the
Governor’s warning, he said.
“The time is not right for taking
such a drastic step like dissolution

of the State Assembly or imposi-
tion of President’s rule,” the for-
mer Prime Minister quoted the
Governor as having said.

Reading out the letter, Mr. Rao
said the Governor had listed six
points: large congregation of kar-
sevaks, provocative slogans by
them, repeated assurances of the
State Government to the Supreme
Court and the Centre to protect
the disputed structure, tense at-
mosphere all around the struc-
ture, expectation of lawful karseva
as permitted by the Supreme
Court and agreed to by the State
Government.

Mr. Rao said he was of the view
that none of these points nor a
combination thereof could be
termed a situation wherein the
constitutional machinery had
broken down in the State. He also
felt that President’s rule should be
imposed only in rarest of rare
cases as suggested by the Sarkaria
Commission and reiterated by the
Supreme Court in the Bommai
case.

Asked whether the Centre had
intelligence reports that the struc-
ture would be demolished, Mr.
Rao said, “‘there were some ru-
mours to that effect but there was
no mention of any specific date.

THE FINDU
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Central rule in U.P.: Rao

Whatever information was re-
ceived, [ passed it on to the Home
Ministry for necessary action.”

When pointed out. that the
white paper had stated that the
news of demolition had reached
him around noon on December 6,
1992, he said ‘‘what he had stated
was the final report about com-
plete destruction of the disputed
structure was received by him be-
tween 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. on that
day. After the initial news came
around noon, I had asked the
Home Ministry to collect details
from the U.P. Government, which
was sending reports now and
then on the incident.” On wheth-
er there was intelligence failure, |
Mr. Rao said, “it is precisely to
find this out this Commission has
been appointed.”

When counsel for the All 1nd1a ‘
Muslim Personal Law Board
wanted to know whether Mr. Rao
was ‘‘totally indifferent” to the
motivations of the people by the
BJP that a temple would be built
after the demolition of the Masjid,
he said, ““I was not indifferent, if I
was indifferent, T would have
done nothing, because of my con-
cern, 1 did everything possible to

save the structure.” He will con,
tinue his deposition on April 9/
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“o0 Agvani to file

'\C\ By J. Venkatesan (; "

/NEW DELHI,\FEB. 18. With pressure mounting on the

|

Uttar Pradesh Government to issue a fresh notifica-

| tion rectifying the defect pointed out by the Luck-

now Bench of the Allahabad High Court to pave the
way for a trial in the Babri Masjid demolition case,

| the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, and
I others have decided to file revision petitions in the

. High Court to get their names cleared of the charges.

Indicating this in Lucknow Hn Saturday, counsel
for Mr. Advani and others said the High Court order
left them with no other optint as the criminal charg-
es against the eight accused stood unchanged.

It should be noted that the Union Ministers, Mr.
Advani, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi and Ms. Uma Bhar-
i, and others did not file revision petitions challeng-
ing the framing of charges against them. But after

t the quashing of the notification pertaining to the

transfer of the second FIR from the regular sessions

! court to the CBI special court, they wanted to take
. advantage of the order and seek to get their names

deleted from the chargesheet.
According to legal experts, the fact that Mr. Ad-
vani, Dr. Joshi, Ms. Bharti and five others are con-

i templating moving the court would show that they
. have not been absolved by the High Court while

quashing the notification.
The charges were framed against the eight ac-

révision plea”

cused by the special court in September 1997 on the
basis of both the FIRs (197/92 and 198/92). And the
first FIR, while not naming the accused, dealt with
conspiracy, demolition, rioting, inflammatory
speeches, etc., of the political leaders. As Mr. Advani
and others would come within the ambit of this FIR,
they would have to face trial for the said offences.

Mr. P.S. Mishra, former Chief Justice of the And-
hra Pradesh and Kolkata High Courts, found fault
with the High Court for quashing the notification on

technical grounds. Once the court found it was a —

curable defect, there was no reason the notification
should be struck down.

According to Mr. Jaspal Singh, retired Delhi High
Court judge, the State Government has no other op-
tion but to issue a fresh notification to take the crim-
inal proceedings to its logical end.

Mr. M. N. Krishnamani, vice-president of the Su-
preme Court Bar Association, however, feels there is
nothing wrong if the State Government takes a view
that the issuance of a fresh notification is barred by
the law of limitation as the punishment for the of-
fences alleged in the second FIR is less than three
years.

Mr. P.P. Rao, senior Supreme Court lawyer, says a
public interest petition can be filed in the Allahabad
High Court seeking a direction to the Stage'Govern-
ment to issue a fresh notification.
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/HC clears decks fon{

trial of accused in )

Babri masijid cas

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

\
LUCKNOW, FEB 16 Q[gy/ \"{\

THE Lucknow bench of the Alla!kbad High
Court has dismissed the contention of those accused
inthe Ayodhya demolition case that the dispute pend-
ing in court was “civil in nature” and the CBI had
“wrongly shown it as a criminal case AN

“Litigation regarding title over a dxs?)u structure
isno doubt a dispute of civil nature but demolition of a
structure is a criminal offence,” Justice Jagdish Bhalla
observed in his 153-page verdict in the Ayodhya de-
molition revision petitions, delivered on February 12.

“These two things are separate and are not rele-
vant to each other. In criminal law “intention” plays a vi-
tal role. It is “intention” which is considered while de-
ciding criminal cases. “Therefore, in the present case, it
is not the question that the structure which was defiled
in the present occurrence had already been defiled 42
yearsago,” the high court observed, clarifying that “the
question which has to be considered is as to what was
the intention of the culprits at the time of occurrence
which led to the demolition of the disputed structure”.

With this, the HC cleared the decks for the trial of
40accused including Shiv Sena Chief Bal Thackery/

\
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__~GOVT. NOTIFICATION IMPROPER: HC

“Cases against Advani,”
o others quashed ;-

By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, FEB. 12. The Allahabad
High Court today set aside a deci-
sion by the special CBI court to
frame charges in the Babri Masjid
demolition cases against eight of
49 accused including the Union
Ministers, Mr. L. K. Advani, Dr.
Murli Manohar Joshi and Ms.
Uma Bharti. The court found that
these persons were being tried on
the basis of an improper notifica-
tion issued by the Uttar Pradesh
Government.

Besides the Ministers, those
who got immediate reprieve are
the VHP leaders, Mr. Ashok Sing-
hal, Mr. Vishnu Hari Dalmia,
Sadhwi Ritambhara and Mr. Giri-
raj Kishore, and the BJP MP, Mr.
Vinay Katiyar.

Mr. Justice Jagdish Bhalla of the
Lucknow Bench, however, upheld
the special CBI court’s decision to
frame charges against 40 other ac-
cused, including the former Chief
Minister, Mr. Kalyan Singh, and
the Shiv Sena leader, Mr. Bal
Thackeray.

The name of Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia was deleted as she died
during the intervening period.

The special court had on Sep-
tember 9, 1997, ordered framing
of charges against all the 49 find-
ing that there were sufficient
grounds to proceed against them

Mr. L.K. Advani, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Ms. Uma Bharti.

for their role in the December 6,
1992 demolition. But, the orders
were challenged in a number of
revision petitions by 33 of the ac-
cused. The High Court, disposing
of the petitions, found that the
special CBI court decision to
frame charges against eight of the
accused was not proper for, the
government notification on their
prosecution itself was defective.

The court did not find anything
wrong in the constitution of the
special CBI court through the
original government notification
in September 1993 for the trial of
the 40 accused. It, however, said
the way another notification was

Main case intdct: experts

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. The sefW
aside of the notification for trial
against the eight accused, includ-
ing Mr. L. K. Advani, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi, Ms. Uma Bharti
and others, in the Babri Masjid
demolition case is no cause for re-
joicing by the BJP stalwarts as the
main chargesheet stays, say legal
experts

Sources in legal circles note
that the Lucknow Bench of the Al-
lahabad High Court has set aside
the notification purely on “tech-
nical grounds”, observing that the
defect was “curable”.

Considering that the case has
proceeded over the past eight
years at snail’s pace and the legal
challenges it has thrown up, there
are ample possibilities of yet an-
other argument coming up. The
next question could well be
whether the trial has been vitiated
or not by the High Court’s order.
A legal tussle on this aspect alone
appears likely to go on in the
courtroom. The next hearing be-

fore the special court is slated for
February 25.

CBI sources say the Lucknow
Bench has not made any com-
ment on the merit of, evidence or
the chargesheet filed in the main
case — 197/92, registered on De-
cember 6, 1992 at the Ramjan-
mabhoomi police station at
Ayodhya. It is a comprehensive
case dealing with conspiracy,
demolition, rioting, inflammatory
speeches and siogan shouting.

The second case, 198/92, also
registered the same day named
Mr. Advani, Dr. Joshi, Ms. Uma
Bharti, Mr. Vinay Katiyar and four
others.

Today’s order sets aside the no-
tification on the ground that it
was not issued in consultation
with the High Court which, legal
sources point out, is a “‘technical
defect.” It is only the “corollary”
which has been found defective,
while the main case of conspir-
acy, rioting, inflammatory
speeches and demolition remains
intact.

currence of the High Court was
not obtained.

The defect could, however, be
removed and the State Govern-
ment, if it so desired, could issue a
fresh notification for prosecution
of these eight accused by the spe-
cial court.

As for the prosecution of the
other 40, the special CBI court
could go ahead with the trial.

Advani declines comment

PTI reports:

In Ahmedabad, Mr. Advani de-
clined to make any comment on
the judgment. “I have not yet read
the copy of the judgment to be in
a position to make any com-
ments,” he said at a news confer-

ence. /

‘PM stand vindicated’

In New Delhi, the VHP hailed

the verdict as a ‘“vindication of
Mr. Vajpayee’s stand that the con-
struction of a Ram temple at
Ayodhya was an expression of na-
tional sentiments.”
“The Prime Minister stands vindi-
cated. The court has respected
the sentiments of crores of peo-
ple,” the VHP senior vice- presi-
dent, Acharya Giriraj Kishore, told
PTL

On the High Court’s decision to
uphold the Special CBI Court’s
decision to frame charges against
40 other accused, Mr. Kishore
said, “popular sentiments should
be taken into account in their
case as well.”

‘Justice done’

Ms. Uma Bharti today said jus-
tice had been done to her in the
case.

“I don’t say there shouid be no
cases against us. We only say we
know that this kind of justice
would be done to us since we
were not a part of the conspiracy.
We have learnt a lesson from the

December 6 incident in that we °

are not sheep which can be driven

by remote control and we are h
man beings,” she said/

[&a ]



HC gi

Seven ﬂmﬂel's m
Ritfing opens up new

Prosemtzon set aStde
on technical grounds

By Our Law Reporter

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow bench of the Allahabad
high court on Monday affirmed the summoning order
of the special sessions judge, CBI. for framing charges
against all the accused in the Babri Masjid demolition
case at Lucknow, but set aside the prosecution of eight
accused, including LK. Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi,
Ashok Singhal, Acharya Giriraj Kishore, V.H.
Dalmiya, Vinay Katiyar, Uma Bharti and Sadhvi
Ritambhara on technical grounds. n———

It said the special court was not
constituted with the consent of
the high court relating to the
offences charged.

Justice Jagdish Bhalla said that
the mistake in issuing the notifica-
tion dated October 8, 1993 for the
creation of the special court with-
out thepermissipn of the high
court was curable and it was open to the state govern-
ment to cure the legal infirmity.

It was further stated that 423 injured accused per-
sons were arrested on the spot during the incident and
later released on bail, and that their identity was
known to the prosecution, but no chargesheet was
filed against them. Under the scheme of criminal
jurisprudence, it was specially provided that immedi-
ately after the investigation, the prosecution should
file a report on the basis of evidence, a chargesheet
under Section 173 of the CrPC or a final report under
Section 169 if the evidence was not sufficient, the
court added.

The court abated the case of Rajmata Vijaya Raje
Scindia due to her death.

gives reprleve to Advani,

lCﬂS@

battlefront for Centre

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHTI: Far from resolving a thorny political
problem for the BJP, the Allahabad high court’s ruling
that L.K. Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, Uma Bharti
and five others cannot immediately be prosecuted for
the demolition of the Babri Masjid will open up
another battlefront for the Vajpayee government.

When parliament convenes next week, the opposi-
tion—which has been demanding
the resignation of Mr Advani and
the other two ministers—is likely
to demand that the government
appeal Monday’s ruling or take
the administrative steps necessary
to revive the case. -

Indeed, Justice Bhalla, while
setting aside as “improper and
defective” the manner in which
the special CBI court was set up, has himself empha-
sised the ‘technical’ nature of his ruling and stated that
the government could issue a fresh notification for the
trial of Mr Advani and seven others.

Eight years after the historic mosque was demol-
ished by activists and supporters of the BJP and allied
organisations, the Babri case continues to be a crime
without criminals. Prosecutions have been stymied by
procedural wrangles, incompetent investigation and
legal indulgence towards the accused, most of whom
have never set foot in court, citing one excuse or
another. Since the BJP has always held that the pros-
ecution of Mr Advani and other leaders was “politi-

cally motivated”, it would be unusual for the Vajpa}ce

government to seek to reinstate the prosecution,

. a———
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/I‘I1/gh Court
R
reprieve

Babari‘tHo

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Feh. 12. — The
Lucknow Bench of Allahabad
High Court today held as ‘in-
valid’ a state government no-
tification for trial of eight ac-
cused — including Mr LK Ad-
vani, Mr Murli Manohar Jo-
shi and Ms Uma Bharati -
in the Babari case

The others to get technical
reprieve are BJP MP Mr Vi-
nay Katiyar, VHP leaders Mr
Ashok Singhal, Mr Giriraj
Kishore and Mr Vishnu Han
Dalmiya, and Sadhvi Ri-
thambara.

The court of Mr Justice Jagd
ish Bhalla ruled that the statu-
tory consultation with the
High Court, which conferred
the Special Court of Additional
Judicial Magistrate to enquire,
try and commit case 10.198 of
1992 in which the eight were
named, had not been done.

But the Bench said the mis-
take in issuing the notifica-
tion dated 8 October,1993, is
‘curable’ and the state gov-
ernment can cover the legal
infirmity. The Bench had re-
served its judgment on 1 No-
vember last year.

Mr Justice Bhalla said the
C had been consulted be-
fore issuing all other notifica-
tions for creation of courts
and their jurisdiction. So the
court upheld 48 cases and the
special court’s decision to
frame charges against 40 oth-
er accused, including former
chief minister, Mr Kalyan
Singh, and Shiv Sena su-
premo, Mr Bal Thackeray.
Vijayaraje Scindia’s name
has been deleted from the list
of accused after her death.
The UP chief minister, Mr
Rajnath Singh, said his gov-
ernment would take a ‘legally
proper’ decision when the
copy of the judgment is made¢
available.

BJP leader, Mr JP Mathur,
said: “We welcome the verdict
of the court and their acquittal
shows that the names of the
eight persons were added as
an afterthought making it
clear that the government of
the day and officials had delib-
rrately sought to get them con-
ncted.” He said with this rul-
ng “the Opposition demand

for the resignations of Mr Ad,”
vanl, Mr Joshi and Ms Bhgra-

ti would come to noucht
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Babri case: We'll go by

statute, says

+s, PTi and HTC W Ul Ao’\
*” Lucknow, February 12 \

UTTAR PRADESH Chict Minister Rujnuih
Singh today said his government swould toic
a decision in  conforimty  wrth o
Constitution with regards 1o issudnee o o
fresh notification for initiating friul againt

the eight accused, including three Ui
Ministers, who were given a repnicve byt
Lucknow bench ot the Allahabud High

Court in the Babri Masjid demelitien case

"The government will take o decision on
the issue as per the law.” Singh to!d newspes
sons here. The Chiet Minister said he was
happy over today's decision

To a question regarding the carber notiti-
cation in this regard that wus tound “mprop-
er and defective” by the courr. ihe Chicl
Minister wondered how the then govern
ment issued a notificarion i Gotober 1993
to include the name of cighi athers tor trinf
in the case.

"Let us have the copy of the full judgomei
and we will examine it under the v (o pros
ceed further.” Singh said.

Former Uttar Pradesh ©hici Ve ¢
Kalyan Singh refused to conyueni v ihic
court verdict. Union Home Minister L. K
Advani too preferred to remain mumn.

Asked for his reaction by newspersons m

Rajnath

Ahmedabad, Mr Advani said: "I have not yet
read the copy of the judgement to be in a
position to make any comments.”

Union Sports Minister Uma Bharti, how-
ever., wasn't cagey. Justice, she said, had
Been done 1o her.

‘I don't say there should not be cases
against us. We only say we know that this
kind of justice would be done to us since we
were not a part of the conspiracy. We have
fearnt a lesson from the December 6 inci-
Jent in that we are not sheep who can be dri-
ven by remote control and we are human
heings,” she said.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad too welcomed
the qudgement. Its senior leader Acharya
Giniraj Kishore termed the court verdict as a
“vindication of Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpavee's stand that the construction of
Ram Janmbhoomi temple at Ayodhya was
an expression of national sentiment.”

"The court has respected-the sentiments of
crores of people,” said the senior vice presi-
dent of the outfit. :

Reterring to the court verdict that the noti-
fication for trial of eight accused, including
Central ministers LK.Advani , Murli
Munohar Joshi and Uma Bharti , was
“improper and defective”, Acharya Kishore
expressed the view that the CBI should not
have filed the chargesheet in the first place.
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“our
Baba

- STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE [7 \V

NEW DELHI, Feb. 13. - The |

Opposition today said the deci-
sion of Lucknow High Court,

setting aside the framing of

charges against eight accused,
including Mr LK Advani, Mr
Murli Manchar Joshi and Miss
Uma Bharati, in the Babari
case, shouldn’t be “misinterpre-

ted” as their exoneration in the #

case.

The Congress said the court

verdict was only a “tempo
and conditional relief on techni-
cal grounds” for them.

Congress spokesman Mr
Anand Sharma said “the High
Court hasn’t gone into the mer-
it of the case, nor has the court
pronounced the accused inno-
cent. We would like to term it
only a temporary and condi-
tional relief on technical
grounds.”

Pointing out that the judge
himself had been “good enough
to suggest the manner in which
the technical fault could be cor-
rected”, the Congress spokes-
man said the onus was now on
the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh to issue a fresh notifi-
cation, so that “truth and jus-

ri
4

frig

Mr Murli Manchar Joshi

tice could prevail”.
Citing an “inexplicable delay
on CBI's part” to expedite the

case, Mr Sharma said, “It is yet’

another manifestation = and
proof of the effect of the pres-
ence of the charge-sheeted min-
isters in the government and
the influence it has on justice
and dispensation of justice”.
The CPI-M politburo said: “I-
t’s totally wrong to portray the
verdict as an exoneration of the
eight accused in the case. It is
incumbent upon the CBI to en-
sure that the case against the
eight accused is pursued and

sn’t exon

\/

Mr LK Advani

brought to trial”. The party
said the state will have to re-
move the technical defect and
get a fresh notification issued.
It added that the Centre cannot
evade its responsibility for en-
suring that all the guilty are
brought to trial as per the law.

The CPI central secretariat,
while terming the order a tech-
nical matter that could be cor-
rected, said the accused and
the BJP shouldn’t misinterpret
it as an absolvement of these
eight people in the Babari case.
The party has asked the Uttar

Pradesh government to imme-

Miss Uma Bharati

diately issue a fresh notifica-
tion to correct the technical
fault in the case. ‘
The Indian Union Muslim
League leader, Mr GM Banat-
walla, demanded the immedi-
ate resignation of the three Un- |
ion ministers or their removal :
by the Prime Minister, since
“the substance and thrust of :
the High Court decision is to '
uphold the framing of the basic
charge against all the accused.
The-eight people, including the
Union ministers, have received
a temporary respite on a re
movable technicality”.
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THE REPRIEVE AND WHAT IT MEANS

THE FIRST THING to note about the judicial going to be a priority with either the Vajpayee
reprieve earned by Mr. LK. Advani, Mr. Murli  administration at the Centre or the Rajnath
Manochar Joshi, Ms. Uma Bharti and some other  Singh Government in Uttar Pradesh.

heavyweights in the Sangh Parivar is that it deals Having maintained all along that the Babri
purely with the procedural aspect of the trial.  Masjid demolition case was politically motiva-
The Allahabad High Court’'s order setting aside  ted, it will be no surprise if the BJP leadership
the decision to frame charges against eight peo-  attempts to use the High Court order to score
ple in the Babri Masjid demolition case is not a  political points. But it must be kept in mind that
result ot 4 substantive weakness in the prose-  despite the setting aside of the notification for
cution’s vase but a procedural flaw in its ap-  (rial of the eight accused, the Allahabad High
proach. The failure lay in not seeking the prior  Court upheld the special CBI court’s decision to
concuryence of the High Court before sending  frame charges against 40 accused including the
up the eight names accused in one particular  former BJP Chief Minister, Mr. Kalyan Singh.
chaigesheet (198/2), to the special CBI court for  Therefore, it is extremely inappropriate for any-
trigf. 1t so happened that those accused in this  gne connected with the Sangh Parivar to attempt
pafticular case include a cJutch of Sangh Parivar g twist the court’s order and give the impression
bfgwigs. The Lucknow Bench of the High Court  that it exonerates those who were accused of
as itself acknowledged that its order was based conspiring to pull down the masjid.

N a technicak‘ity by maintaining that the defect On a different plane, the High Court order is
was “curable’ and that the Uttar Pra@esh Gov- angther painful reminder of how the legal proc-
ernment could initiate steps for th(é\l/szgl ofa oo in the Ayodhya demolition case has been

h;ush .x)('xtiﬁcatio.n to prosecute the reprieved A Aiarded and stymied. Although special courts
eight it it so desired. \X‘) A \A are set up to hasten the judicial process, legal

Against this background, it is strange for th challenges over the validity of setting up such
Visliwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and other like-\ courts and over the correct procedure for their
minded organisations to suggest that the High \ constitution have sometimes resulted in holding
Court’s order is a vindication of the accused ora ' up trial. In Tamil Nadu, such a challenge result-
reflection of popular sentiment. It is nothing of  ed in holding up the trial in a number of cases
the kind. What it does illustrate is the danger of  filed against the former Chief Minister, Ms. Jaya-
not paying adequate attention to procedural de-  lalitha, and her erstwhile Cabinet colleagues.
tail; in a case that has already been frustrated by ~ The reasons for the delay in the Ayodhya demoli-
numerous and time-consuming legal wrangles, tion case are multifold and complex. It has been
this is an enormous setback. The other worrying  eight years since the masjid was brought down
aspect is that although the procedural flaw is  and it seems we still have a long way to go before
curable, it is unlikely to be treated. Although the  reaching a judicial conclusion. It may be in the
Opposition parties are likely to demand that the  interests of many to delay this even further but
necessary steps be taken to remedy the defect, it  all those concerned about the protection of the
is extremely unlikely that much will be done in  country’s secular consensus are looking towards
this direction in the present political circum-  the Judiciary to establish the truth about
stances. Reviving the prosecution of the re-  was responsible for the shameful act of
prieved eight is, to understate the obvious, not  vandalism on December 6, 1992.




/ Babri case: v

Opposition turns
the heat on Govt.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH, FEB. 13. The Opposition
parties today demanded that the
BJP-led Government in Uttar Pra-
desh remove the technical flaw
pointed out by the Allahabad
High Court order in the Babri
Masjid demolition case b iSS\liI’lg
a fresh notification. y{ g

The Congress called on the U.P.
Government to immediately file a
fresh notification.Reacting to the
judgment of the Lucknow Bench
of the Allahabad High Court, the
Congress spokesperson, Mr. Ana-
nd Sharma, said the judge had not
faulted the chargesheet. ‘“‘He has |
merely granted them (eight ac- |
cused including three Union Min- |
isters) conditional and temporary
relief on technical grounds whi
is a curable defect”. ;E/

The CPI and the CPI(M) re
this view and said the court deci- |
sion rested on technical groupds
and could not be interpreted as
exoneration of the accused.

The CPI(M) and the CPI said it
was incumbent upon the CBI to
ensure that the case against the
eight accused was pursued. The
CPI(M) said the Vajpayee Govern-
ment could not *‘evade its respon-
sibility”’ for ensuring that all the
guilty were brought to trial.

The Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) demanded the re-
signations or sacking of the three
Union Ministers by the Prime
Minister.It appealed to the U. P.

. Government to straightway re-
' move the technical defect. It was

also the Centre’s responsibility
too to see that the High Court ob-
servations received due attention

i and action was taken without de-

lay to rectify the defect. Other-
wise, it would Ilaunch a
nationwide PROTEST movement.

The Babri Masjid Movement
Coordination Committee echoed

the view, stating it expected the U. |
P. Government to take steps to
further the cause of justice.

The BJP vice-president, Mr. Ja-
na Krishnamurthy, did not indi-
cate what action the U.
Government would take, stating a
copy of the court order was awai-
ted.However, he said, three op-
tions were available: respecting
the court judgment (which meant
the State Government made no
move), appeal to a higher court or
to rectify the procedural flaw in
the notification.

On the other hand, the BjP
president, Mr. Bangaru Laxman,
maintained that it was for the
State Government to decide what
it should do in the case.

PTI reports:

The U. P. Chief Minister, Mr.
Rajnath Singh, said “I have asked
the Law Secretary to examine the
judgment and report to me about
the same for taking necessary ac-
tion”. The Government had al-
ready  initiated steps in
accordance with the High Court’s
observation in the case, Mr. Singh
said replying to questions.

He, however, described as ri-
diculous the BSP national vice
president’s remark that BJP and
(Cengress were hand in glove in

issuing a defective notification

earlier and dragging the Babyj
demolition case for yey)

14 FEB 2N



Safe for now

UMA BHARTI may have spoken a little too early when she
hailed the latest judicial verdict on the Babri masjid demolition
case. Some of the others who are still in the dock have been
more circumspect. All that has happened is not that the ‘justice’
of their pleas has been appreciated, as Ms Bharti believes,
buy that a technical hitch has led to the scrapping of a notifica-
tign for the trial of eight people, including. L.K. Advani and
Ylurli Manohar Joshi. At the same time, the court has held
hat the hitch can be rectified and see expect the
W8

Government to do so. L\

The focus is now on the UP Government. It is reas\u iNgto !
fearn from Chief Minister Rajnath Singh that his admini§tra-
tion will abide by the faw in this respect. Nowadays not all those
who are in power can be trusted either to follow the law or their
conscience. What is of interest, therefore, is to see how long it
takes for Mr Singh to remove the glitch that has saved his
seniors in the BJP from facing prosecution at the moment. It is
obvious that if he is seen to be dragging his feet, the BIP’s
opponents will be handed an excellent propaganda point. In
any event, since the Liberhan Commission will continue its
inquiry. the respite provided by the High Cours will Wof
much use to Mr Advani and others. (? A

What the latest turn of events emphasised, hdwever, is the
long and complicated judicial process which is operational in
this country. Perhaps it is all to the good in the sense that it
precludes hasty judgments. But it is also true that as long as a
case drags on, the accused will generally’be perceived to be
guilty, especially if they are not overegg€r to appear before an
inquiry commission. The law’s ay, therefore, can be a
iwo-edged weapon: it can help6ne to evade indictment for
t while but not susnicinn :

THE HINDUSTA - TINIEY
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~“BPOREIGN OBJECT
\@\ Missionary rdgrfm'ﬁﬁquit India"ﬂ’}c

A FTER living in and setving in West Bengal for 35 years,
‘ ritish national Reverend John Thwaytes has been asked
by the government to “quit India” in 15 days. The authorities
- who issued the order — Foreigners Registration Office — can
give no reason as to why after so many years the missionary
- who has dedicated his life to the underprivileged children of
 the backward areas of North Bengal has suddenly become an
“undesirable”. The directive has come from the Union
ministry of Home Affairs. The RSS/V HP/Bajrang Dal’s
attacks on Christians is a pointer to why Rev Thwaytes has
received this unwarranted order. Is Mr Advani’s ministry
following the dictates of Ashok Singhal and quietly carrying
out a cleansing of Christian missionaries? Rev Thwaytes is
just one of hundreds of foreign missionaries who are being

harassed. They are asked to appear before the FRRO, sit for .

hours and provide the most inconsequential of documents.
Even then their fate is always in the balance never knowing
when the government may decide to revoke their permission
to stay. Minorities from the subcontinent have it worse.
Apart from obvious political connotations, sheer bureau-
cratic ineptness causes foreigners or NRIs to suffer stress and
trauma, &ore often than not officers deputed to deal with
foreigners are shunted here on a punishment posting. They
are ignorant of the law and refuse to give information mostly
because they themselves don’t know. The foreigner is made to

run from pillar to post because officers insist on confusing

them. Expecting bribes is common. On the one hand, the

government is trying to woo NRIs and foreigners of Indian °

origin to invest in India, and when they do decide to come

wishes to entice NRIs then the place they need to focus off as

back this is the treatment they receive. If the goverxynt

the first point of reference is visa and registration officed.

THE STATESMAL
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Ra] nath non-com

" on Babari ruling ¥~

| STATESMANAQ\S SERVICE

LUCKNOW Feb. 13. — The Uttar Pradesh
| chief minister remained non-committal today on
| when he would take steps to correct the anomaly
| pointed out by Allahabad High Court in the Ba-
| bari Masjid case.

. “There may be many interpretations of court
| rulings. A decision will be taken only after reading
i the whole textiof the judgment. I'll look into it,” Mr
! Rajnath Sﬁ% d a press conference here.

! “We have d out and do what exactly the
| court desires mthe ruling,” he said.

‘, The Luckiiigg Bench of Allahabad High Court

yesterday sasgihe statutory consultation with the
!nghCo @k Pot been done in the case. The
| Bench auf B6d the special court of additional

| judicial magistrateto enquire, try and commit the
| case No. 198 of 1992. Eight persons including
| three Union ministers were named in the case.
The Bench headed by Mr Justice Jagdish Bha-
lla had,however, said the mistake in 18suing the
notification on 8 October 1993 without
consulting the ngh Court could be corrected.

R T e

When Mr Singh was told that the Opposition
has demanded a quick decision, he said: “I will do |
what I have to do irrespective of the Opposition
demands.” It would be “legally proper”, he said.

According to yesterday’s ruling, the special
judge could take cognisance of only those cases .
which had been mentioned in the state
government notification of 9 September 1983
and not those originating out of the casén '
Crime No. 198 of 1992 which was mentioned in
the notification of 9 October 1993.

But some lawyers said there was no need for
another notification to try the eight accused
because they were already covered by the 9
September 1993 notification.

Shahabuddin reaction: In Delhi, the Babari
Masjid Movement Coordination Committee con- !
vener said the court had given only a reprieve to
Mr Advani and seven others on.a techmical
point. Syed Shahabuddin urged the UP govern-
ment to remove the technical defect and issue a
fresh notification to further the cause of justice.

B Another report on page 8 :

PR
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FROM R.VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Feb. 15: A high-
level BJP strategy session is
believed to have found a way
out for Union ministers L.K.
Advani, Murli Manchar Joshi
and Uma Bharti, implicated in
the Babri masjid demolition
case.

Two escape routes have been
tentatively identified by the
BJP’s legal eagles even as the pa-
rty claims it is studying the Alla-
habad High Court ruling, which
set aside the notification for the
trial of the three ministers and
five others on technical grounds.

The state government can arg-
uethat the case is barred by a time

limit and charges related to an ev- °

ent that took place eight years ago
cannot be opened for a fresh trial.
Alternatively, the cases of the
eight accused, including Advani,
Bharti and Joshi, could be delin-
ked from the remaining 40 for
which trial could continue. Once
delinked, the eight cases can re-

main on the backburner.

The CBI had originally filed
the notification for the trial of 41
accused and added the eight
names later. Following Vijayaraje
Scindia’s death, the first list of ac-
cused numbers 40.

The meeting was attended by
Union law minister Arun Jaitley,
Advani, Bharti and additional so-
licitor-general K.K. Sood, who had
fought the Ayodhya case for the
BJP leaders. Those present felt
that if nofresh notification was is-
sued or the state government
pleaded that the “case is barred by
limitation”, a lot of political heat
and dust would be generated.

Advani is reported to have
then said that he was ready to face
anything on the Ayodhya issue,
even if it meant another round of
legal-political battles.

Any state government has to
seek permission of the high court
to transfer a trial to a special
court. In the case of the 40 ac-
cused, including Shiv Sena leader
Bal Thackeray, the notification

dhya twin tips
dvani shortlist

was obtained with proper sanc-
tion and the cases continue.

However, the CBI added the
eight names to the list under Sec-
tion 173(8) of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code without seeking the
sanction of the high court.

Under law, the CBI or any pros-
ecution agency, after filing an FIR,
can keep on adding names of ac-
cused. But if special trial courts
are egtablished, permission of the
high court is needed to transfer a
criminal case from a normal
court to the special court. .

The CBI can now file a fresh
petition, seeking the high court’s
permission to delink the conduct
of trial of the 40 accused from the
eight and then apply for a fresh
notification.

Only the state government can
take a plea that the case is time-
barred, sources said. In a murder
case, there is no period of limita-
tion. But in a conspiracy case, the
time limit will apply. In the pres-

- ent case, Advani and the others

arefacing - conspiracy charges.

THE TELZGRAPH
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‘Allies, Opp vow

“ o nail govt
ar Babari trio

SANJAY SINGH

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, Feb. 15. — The
ghost of Ayodhya will return to

haunt the Vajpayee govern-
ment in the coming Budget ses-
sion. The stability of a fragile
but hitherto stable National
Democratic Alliance could be
| strained as it is likely to face
severe pressure from within to
praove its secular credentials.
Lucknow High Court ruling
setting aside the *improper
and defective” notification
against eight Sangh parivar
leaders, including the three
Cabinet ministers, Mr LK Ad-
vani, Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi and Miss Uma Bharati,
will provide the Opposition a
fresh opportunity to rake up
the Ayodhya issue.

Sources in the NDA said de-
spite the devastating earth-
quake in Gujarat, the Ayod-
hya issue is bound to rock
Parliament.

While the Oppositiop is expec-

liament, the allidnce partners
will wait for a BJP response.

The biggest loser in the exer-
cise this time will be the BJP.
The court ruling setting aside
the notification for trial
against the eight leaders
purely on “technical grounds”
and leaving the onus on the
Uttar Pradesh government
had limited the options for
the government and put the

BJP between the devil and aff:

the deep sea, a senior
NDA member in the Lok
Sabha said.

During the winter session
the BJP had turned the de-
bate on Ayodhya in its favour
because the questions raised
by the Opposition were devoid
of a solid punch and were
limited to one issue, whether
the three ministers should re-
linquish office on moral
grounds.

The BJP is now faced with
the biggest ever .dilemma.
The party has limited options
before it — to dilly-dally till
the issue fades, ask the UPR
government to issue a fresh

notification or to withdraw
the case. The party always
maintained that the charges |
against the leaders were po-
litically motivated and if the |
government now allows filing
of fresh notification, it will
virtually mean a reversal of :
the BJP’s stand which could
trigger internal strife. And
hardliners could make it a
Vajpayee versus Advani

|
I
|
i

air.

If the party goes for the oth-
er two options then besides
the Opposition trying to make
capital out of it, there are .
chances that a PIL could be
filed in a court, the NDA lead- :
er said.

Another NDA MP said the
Trinamul Congress, Telugu
Desam Party and the DMK
will like to protect their secu-
lar credentials particularly in
view of the forthcoming elec-
tions in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu. .Pressure from
them on the government to is-
sue fresh notification would

only invite uneasiness in
ruling alliance, he said,

THE STATESHAN
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By Our Special Correspondcnq

Jammu, fFEB. 5. The Jammu and
Kashimir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, despite the strong
protests from the Sikhs when he
visited the Mehjoor Nagar Gurd-
wara in Srinagar, tried to main-
tain his cool. He reminded the
protesting Sikhs who were chant-
ing “we want migration” of the
plight of Kashmiri Pandits who
fled their homes in 1990.

“You will be playing into the
hands of Pakistan and militants
by migrating.” He said he would
not stop them, but this was not a
solution to the problem.

The angry youth shouted slo-
gans against the Chief Minister
holding him responsible for the
killings of six Sikhs on Saturday.
While they were opposed to Dr.
Abdullah’s entry into the Gurdwa-
ra, they escorted the other lead-
ers, including those of the Cmtm]
team, in. Tha

Dr. Abdullah said the ' Sikhs
were a courageous community
and they had faced a horrible sit-
uation in 1984 as well. The Chief
Minister told the protesters how
his  workers, too, were being
killed; his Power Minister was
hlown to picces.

‘We had devised a plan of secu-
rity for you after Chattisinghpora
and we will fook into the loop-
holes in it,” he said. “This is part
of the ploy to separate Kashmir
from India... | will die but never
allow this to happen.’’ But the an-
gry Sikhs heckled the Chief Minis-
ter when he was leaving and even
tried to stop him. The security

personnel, however, intervened

The Sikhs continued with their
anti-Pakistan, anti- militant and
anti-Hurriyat slogans saying they
would migrate soon from the Val-
ley. Last March in Chattisinghpo-
ra, too, Dr. Abdullah was not
allowed to speak.

The Governor, Mr. G.C. Saxena,
asked the Sikhs to control their
emotions. He told them that over
11,000 civilians had been killed in
Kashmir in the last decade, a ma-
jority of them were victims of mil-
itant violence. He cautioned the
Sikhs about the designs of Pakis-
tan. The Union Minister for Fertil-
izers and Chemicals, Mr. S.S.
Dhindsa, also impressed upon
them not to take any decision in
haste. He extended sympathies to
the community on behalf of the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-

paye .
Hurriyat leader callé‘

The JKLF vice-chairmag, Mr.
Javed Mir, was the only Hlrrivat
leader who visited Mehjoor Nagar
to extend sympathies. Mr. Mir
told The Hindu over phone from
Srinagar that he reminded the
Sikhs of the designs of vested in-
terests to derail the peace proc-
ess. “The Sikhs are part of our

movement and [ had a number of -

Sikh jail-mates."” He said the kill-
ing was parr of the conspiracy to
divide Kashmiris on communal

lines, which the Hurriyat would |

not allow. The former APHC
chairman, Syed Ali Geelani, con-
demned the killings and demand-
ed an impartial probe by an
international human rights body.

CHE HINDU
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Remove hurdles in

temple constr?ction: VHP

By Our Staff Reporter Q ’

BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 11. Construc-
tion of a Ram temple would begin
at the disputed site in Ayodhya
any day after the March 12, 2002
deadline fixed by the Dharam
Sansad at Kumbh Nagar, senior
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader
and central committee member
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, Mr. K. Suryanarayana Rao,
said here today.

Addressing presspersons, Mr.
Rao urged the Centre to clear all
hurdles in the way of construction
of the temple as ‘it was a ques-
tion of regaining the self-respect
of the majority community. It is
the Government’s responsibility
to complete the legal proceedings
pertaining to the Ram Janamb-
hoomi dispute before the dead-
line,” he said.

Maintaining that the issue of
construction of temple was simi-
lar to that of re-building the Som-
nath temple in 1951, Mr. Rao
blamed “a section of politicians”
for giving the issue a communal
colour.

Observing that there had been
inordinate delay in disposal of the
dispute case, Mr. Rao blamed the
Centre for playing with the senti-
ments of the majority communi-
ty.

“The BJP was not against the
construction, but the party was
not able to take up the issue be-
cause it was a member of the rul-
ing National Democratic
Alliance.”

The VHP had decided to orga-
nise two programmes before the
temple construction next year. In
the first programme, the diamond
jubilee of the consecration of
Somnath temple would be cele-
brated by offering “‘jalabhisheka”
in temples across the country be-
tween September 8 and October
8.

"The second ong'would be to or-
ganise ‘Ram Tgfaka Mantra” re-
citation throughout the country

from Novemper 18 to December
18. P

A \v (\/ : \PN,.(\\)')
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Bajrang Dal
ndemns BJP

NEW DELHI, FEB. 11. The Bajrang
Dal today condemned the NDA
Government’s decision to hike
the subsidy for Haj pilgrims and
appealed to the Muslims not to
avail of the “extravagance’’.
“India is a secular country and
the Government should not show
such blatant generosity towards
any particular community,” Mr.
Surendra Jain, national convener
of the Sangh Parivar outfit, told
PTL

Launching a broadside against |
the BJP, Mr. Jain said, “The BJP
should remember that the ap-
peasement policy has only served
to intensify fanaticism in the mi-
nority community. If this is not
vote bank politics, then why are
they not extending the subsidy to
the Mansarovar and Nankana Sa-
hib pilgrims. We urge the Govern-
ment to withdraw it
immediately.”

The Bajrang, Dal would submit
a memorandum to Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, in this re-
gard. Mr. Jain urged the
Government to use the subsidy
for the benefit of the quake vic-
tims in Gujarat. The Bajrang Dal
leader denied charges of commu-
nal bias against the Sangh Parivar
outfits engaged in relief oper-
ations in Gujarat and termed the
reports as 'mischievous’’.

Bajrang Dal activists would be
collecting old newspapers from
houses across the country from
February 16 to 25 and auction
them on February 26 for the ben-
efit of the quake victims. — PTI

P
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Temple construction

after Shivratri: VHP

N . PN
“‘Government testing the patience of Hindus’

Bhubaneswar, February 11 wf;?' the patienck of Hindus,” he said.

E VISWA Hindu Parishad

I has apparently decided to
begin constructing the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya soon after next

Replying to a question on
whether there was any danger to
the NDA Government on the Ram
Temple issue, Rao said “no one
should regret” if the Government

year’s Maha Shivratri, which falls -{fell on the issue.”

on March 12. )~

VHP Central Advisor K
Suryanarayan Rao said here on
Sunday, “We believe that all
impediments to construction of the
temple will be removed by Maha
Shivratri next year and work will
start on any auspicious day there-
after.”

The decision had been taken by
the Dharma Sansad during the
Kumbh Mela, he said. There was a
whole year to the proposed date
and VHP had chalked out some
plans for the intervening period,
he said.

Asked what the VHP’s stand
would be if the legal tangle were
not resolved by March 12, Rao
remarked, “Nobody can wait end-
lessly.” “The Government is trying

Saying that construction of the

The Dharma Sansad
believes that all
impediments will be
removed by
Maha Shivratri
next year

Ram Temple was being “unneces-
sarily given a communal colour,”
Rao remarked that though politi-
cians had backed the consecration
of the Somnath Temple, present
day politicians were opposing the
Ram Femple.

He warned the BJP against dis-

tancing itself from the Ram
Temple issue saying that people
would not vote for the party in the
next elections.

Rao said, “We understand that
the BIP, on its own, is all construct-
ing the Ram Temple but the sub-
ject does not form part of its agen-
da since it heads a coalition of sev-
eral parties.” )

The VHP would celebrate the
diamongd jubilee of the reconstrug
tion of the Somnath Temple froes:
September 1, he said, adding that
Ram Tarak Jap Yajnas would be
held in various panchayats to
“enable Hindus to gain Spirity.
power.” : '

Orissa was presenting VHP
President Ashok Singhal a purse-of
Rs. 75 lakh during the Vanavast -
Sammelan to be held at Rourkela
on March 10 and 11, he told
reporters. -

The fund would be used for
developmental activitics undertak-

en by VHP, he added.
(Py'
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step up secufity ty
for Sikhs in J&K

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHLI: The Union government will enhance
security for Sikhs in Jammu
and Kashmir, especially those
living in unprotected, far-
flung hamlets, as well as gen-
erate employment for them.
These are among the con-
fidence-building measures
that the government has
decided to take after an | BES -
hour-long, high-level meet- | A BSF jawan in an
ing chaired by Prime armoured personne]
Minis[er Atal Behari carrier patrols a
Vajpayee at his residence | Sikh.dominated area
here on Friday. These deci- on Friday.
sions come in the wake of
the killing of Sikhs last Saturday in the Kashmir Valley
and the panic in the community, leading to apprehen-
sions of a large-scale exodus. The Centre is also send-
ing Union ministers George Fernandes, S.S. Dhindsa
and Chamanlal Gupta, all of whom attended Friday’s
meeting, to the affected areas on Saturday to assure
the Sikhs that the government—both at the Centre
and in the state—will do its best for the community.
Briefing the press, Jammu and Kashmir chief minis-
ter Farooq Abdullah, who has come in for a fair share
of criticism for the incident, with the Delhi unit of the
Akali Dal demanding the dismissal of his government
and President’s rule in the state, said it would be Mr
Dhindsa’s responsibility to ensure that the decisions
taken on Friday were implemented by the Centre.
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HE Central govemment al-

located Rs 9,568.68 crore in.

the ninth five year Plan
(1997-2002) for the ‘empow-
erment’ of the 145.31 million Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists arid Zoras-

“trians. The ministries of human re-

sources development and social justice
and empowerment also administer a
pumber of welfare schemes for them.
The Maulana Azad Foundation, with a
corpus of Rs 30.01 crore, exists for pro-
moting education, sodoes the National
Minorities Development and Finarice
Corporation (NMDFC) for providing
concessional finance for setting up self-
employment ventures.

Ifyouare prepared to introduce sci-
ences and mathematics in youir curricu-
lum, apply for government funds for
modernising your ‘maktab’ and ‘mad-
arsa’. fyou live in one of the 4] minority-

. concentrated districts, take advantage
icsand the .

of the community
industrial training institutes; If you re-
quire pre-examination coaching, look
out for the 380 NGOs that would train
you to compete for various jobs. The go-
od news is that 27,770 candidates have
alreadybenefited from thisscheme.
So, go out into the wide world for
the pickings and grab the opportuni-
ties. This is easier said than done. For
one, whereas funds are available in
plentiful, there is inadequéite data-on
the beneficiaries of various schemes.
The NMDFC, for example, claims to
have disbursed credit worth Rs
114.70 lakh, but nobody knaws
whether the funding has been ex-
tended fairly and judiciously. It would
appear that government agencies are
keen to dole out monies and not

monitor the impact of various devel- -

opment measures on the minorities
and suggestremedial measures.
It is true that state governments are

* guilty of routinely furnishing insufficient

information; one awaits the outcome of
the muiti-sectoral development plan
that was launched in 1995-96. Equally,
the repons ofthe National Commission

for Minorities, a statutory body, are

hardly ever tabled in Parliament. Surely,
this is not good enough if we were
earnest about ‘affitmative action’, i.e.,
reducing the imbalances or inequities
that exist in the distribution of the na-
tion’s resources. Surely, a government

seeking to empower the minorities as -
the agents of socio-economic change-

and development must not abdicate its
responslblhty of undertak-
ingsurveys and preparing = " -
status reports. Indeed,

riowthat the 10th five year
Plan is being discussed,
my plea to the govern-
ment istoinitiate;with the
help of academic institu-
tions and NGOs, exten-
sive surveys and field re-
ports on the social and
economic profile of the

The more important issue is to review
existing approaches and strategies, to

MusHiruL HAasAN

poorer sections among the Muslins in

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. . i
The report also fumnheq

tion on widespread illiteticy a

higher drop-out rate at the elemdntary

stage of education. The average literacy

rate among Muslims was 47 pericent, -

less than half the national average of
52.11 per cent. Muslim women —-more
than half the total Muslim populatlon
— did not receive. even
school educatlon. let
alone higher ef
you tumto for

governinent-sponsored

small share in private pub-
lic eniployment, you may
well begin to question the
representation of a privi-
leged Muslim community

those areas for minority uplift that rédillre: ’
immediate attention

limited-Mustim m to -

welfampro;ectsandtome .

£

minorities. The vice-chairman of the
Planning Commission needs to be re-
minded that such an exercise was last

undertaken in 1983 by Gopal Singh. -

‘That is when the then Prime Minister,

+ Indira Gandhi, had stated: “The India

of our dreams can survive only if Mus-
lims and other minorities can live in ab-
solute safety and confidence.”
Theresultsare for everybodytosee.
Let me remind you that Gopal Singh
found alarge majority of Muslims living
in rural areas. More than half of the
Muslim urban population, approxi-
mately 35 million out of nearly 76 mil-
lion, lived below the poverty line. The
rest were self-employed. Fewer urban
Muslims worked for a regular wage
than members of other religious groups.
The report pointedly referred to a
rather alarming percentage of the

that was woven around a palpably false
theory of Muslim appeasement.

My engagement is bt with the
causes of Muslim backwardnéss, for ex-
planations range from the general to the
specific. The fundamental issue % to ask
if the picturc is any differentnow. It may
notbe appropriate to describe the Mus-
lim communities as “the “hewers: of
wood and drawers of water”, but the

- harsh reality is that there is notmuch to

write home about their progress since

1983, It i true that regional variations -

exist, especially where Muslims, along
with Christians, enjoy benefits in the
shape of liberal institutions and scholar-
ships, or in Bihar where job opportuni-
ties have increased after Urdu earmned
nsn'glnf\ﬂstams

however, widespread il-
l‘emd}' k!w mco > uregular employ-

ment and high incidence of poverty
point to a low level of human develop-

ment. Theliteracylevelisonan average

10 per cent less than the national level:
instateslike Bihar it isas high as98.1 per
centin rural areas compared to 21.8 per
centinKerala. In J&K, the percentages

of lliteracy among Muslimsin ruraland -

urban areas are 86.9 per cent and 43.2

per cent respectively. The ninth Plan

document itself concedes that the Mus-

lims; theirwomen and girlsincluded, re-
main educationally backward and their -

traditional institutions like ‘madarsas’
are yet to adopt the modern syllabus to
get integrated into the mainstream ed-
ucation.

In 1983, the Muslims were notonly

" grosslyunder-represented in public ser-

vices, butwere predominant in the ‘self--

employed’ category. The report of the |
subgroup on minorities (1996) consti-
tutedby the Planning Commission illus-

- trates that there are no signs of any sig- |

nificant improvement. Whetheritisthe

Muslims isvery low. Relatively fewer ur-
ban Muslims work for a regular wage or
salary, and their representation in the
‘casual labour category’ is higher than of
other communities. Abusaleh Shariff’s
seminal study reveals that, in urban In-
dia, 53.4 per cent of Muslims are self-
employed as against the figure of 36 per
cent amongst Hindus. In rural areas, the
annual household income for Muslims
as a social group is below the ail-india
average, as well as below that of the
Christians. )

Wewill continue to debate why this is
so. The more important issue at hand is

“to review the existing approaches and

strategies, to identify those areas for mi-
nority uplift that require immediate at-
tention and to devise mechanisms that
would lead to the implementation of
government schemes. For the time be-
ing, one can draw comfort from an offi-
cial document that refers to “a more
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pro-active state intervention for.em-
powering the minorities.” g ®
7 '"_“go‘f

or the railways, the state or the all-

India services, the representation of
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Vajpayee to meet

Advani, Faro& [

on Slkhs exodus

BY SHUBHABRATA
BHATTACHARYA ~ -
x«'\ ’\_',\:

New Delhi, Feb. 8: Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee has con-
vened a meeting on Friday which
inter alia will discuss confidence-
building measures to stop the exo-
dus of Kashminri Sikhs {rom the
Valley.

Jammu and Kashmir chief minis-
ter Farooq Abdullah is coming
from Srinagar and Union home
minister L.K. Advani will return
from Gujarat to join the meeting,
which iy likely to send a team
headed by defence minister
George Fernandes to Srinagar on
Saturday. Mr Fernandes could
defuse the tense atmosphere pre-
vailing among Kashmiri Sikhs in
the aftermath of last weekend’s
killings at Mehjoor Nagar in Srina-
gar.

Mr Fernandes’ proposed mission
will be crucial, coming just two
days before a meeting called by
Sikh leaders in the Valley on Mon-
day during which the exodus call is
likely to be given.

Shiromani Gurdwara Praband-

hak Committee president Jathedar .

Jagdev Singh Talwandi and other
prominent Sikh leaders are likely
to accompany Mr Fernandes.

Significantly, in a statement
issued -in Srinagar, the Hizbul
Mujahideen condemned last Satur-
day’s killing of six Sikhs and
appealed to the Kashmiri Sikhs not
to migrate from the Valley.

In another statement, Jammu and
Kashmir home minister Mushtaq
Ahmed Lone assured the Sikh
community that the National Con-

ference government would ensure

National Conference in Jammu

the security of Sikhs in the Valley
and appealed to the community to
abandon their idea of migration.

Even as the Prime Minister’s
peace efforts are being renewed,
the BJP leaders indulged in sabre-
rattling. Speaking at Kozhikode,
BJP president Bangaru Laxman
advocated that the Centre should
“take a second look” at the unilat-
eral ceasefire in view of the
Mehjoor Nagar killings.

Accusing Pakistan CEO General
Pervez Musharraf of playing a
“double game.” he said the cease-
fire was being seen by the militants
as "weakness of the Indian govern-
ment.” :

BIP vice-president and
spokesperson echoed the senti-
ments in at the daily briefing here
and said that it was wrong to say
that Atal Behari Vajpayee was a

“dove” among the “hawks.” He
laid the blame for the killings on
Pakistan.

Highly-placed sources say -that
when the situation in the Valley
was reviewed in a meeting held at
the Prime Minister’s residence at 6
pm on February 6, Mr Vajpayee:
had stood his ground in favour of
continuing the Kashmir ceasefire,

- Meanwhile, the traditional rival-
ry between the BIP and the

and Kashmir is coming to the fore.
Union minister of state for civil
aviation Chaman Lal Gupta, whoe
hails from Jammu, along with BJP
leaders Vijay Kumar Malhotra and !
Surinder Singh Ahluwalia, who
recently visited Srinagar, are blam-
mg the Farooq vermment - for

“lax security” unigg has. made the
Sikhs feel ingecure.
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,}/ Babri demolition
was pre-meditated:""
Nirmala Deshpandeﬁ\\

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Ms. Nirmala
Deshpande, Gandhian, today
described as “pre-meditated”
and “planned” the demolition
of fhe Babri Masjid on
D¢cember 6, 1992, by ‘kar
s¢vaks’ with the active
;;nnivance and support of the
$tate administration and police.

Deposing before the Justice
! Liberhan Commission of
Inquiry, she said “I have seen
the face of fascism in Ayodhya,
and what happened on that day
would put any Indian to shame.
I could not believe that such
ugly things can happen in a
great country like India”. She
denied the ‘bomb theory’ and
said the statement attributed to
her by a newspaper and
repeated by some witness (the
RSS chief, Mr. K.S. Sudarshan)
“is false and has been made
deliberately and mischievously”.

She said the newspaper which
carried the report refused to
publish her protest. Therefore,
she complained against that
newspaper to the Press Council,

“l did not hear any explosion
at the time when the dome of
the masjid fell down. The masjid
did not fall from the top but
seemed to fall on its side from
the base; and perhaps that was
the reason why those ‘kar
sevaks” who had climbed to the

top were asked to come down
by the organisers so that the [
‘kar sevaks' might not be hurt”". |
Ms. Deshpande said it looked as |
\
o

if the police and the
administration were !
commanded by the ‘organisers’. ;
1t seemed as if experts who had |
knowledge of structural |
engineering had executed the |
demolition and they were acting |
at the behest of those who |
organised the destruction of the
Babri Masjid. q ~ Vo
She said the l(jal police told !
the workers of her organisation,
the Akhil Bharat Rachnatmak
Samaj, "‘you also pick up a
hammer and give it (the dome)
a blow".

Asked who the ‘organisers’
were, she said “‘the RSS, the
VHP, the BJP, the Bajrang Dal,
the Shiv Sena and some other
small groups” were involved in
mobilising the people to
participate in the ‘kar seva’.

l

|
She said a ‘mob frenzy’ was |
built up for a week before |
December 6 to pull down the )
disputed structure. “'I also heard
dirty anti-Muslim slogans and
also against Mr. P.V. Narasimha
Rao.” Despite this, the local
people had maintained cordial
relations with the Muslims and
were not aware that the masjid
would be demolished.

She would continue her
deposition on April 10.
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JAMMU BANDH TODAY

-

Srinagar tense a

v

Sikhs vlolate curfew

By Shujaat Bukharlq WA

SRINAGAR, FEB, 4. Violating thd cur-
few imposed in Srinagar, hun-
dreds of Sikhs today cremated the
bodies of six members of their
community, killed by unidenti-
fied gunmen on Saturday eve-
ning, amid chanting of religious
slogans. (A PTI report said the
Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal) in
Jammu and the district Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee gave a
call for a Jammu bandh tomor-
row. A meeting of the Sikh Sangat
in Jammu also decided to take out
a protest march in the city.)

To prevent the bodies from be-
ing taken to Jammu for crema-
tion, an indefinite curfew had
been clamped in the areas of Pa-
rimpora, Batmaloo, Shergarhi,
Maisuma, Kothibagh, Ram Mun-
shi Bagh, Rainawari, Shaheed
Gunj, Saddar and Ranbagh, since
last evening.

However, a group of Sikhs man-
aged to reach the police control
room and took possession of the
bodies, which were then taken in
a procession with police escort to
the Mehjoor Nagar gurdwara.

Initially, the Sikhs insisted on
taking the bodies to Jammu, but
several leaders led by Mahant
Manijeet Singh arrived here and
persuaded them to control their
emotions.

The Minister of State for Home
and Law, Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed
Lone, and the Director-General of
Police, Mr. A. K. Suri, flew in from
Jammu to take stock of the sit-

Sikhs mourning the death of six of their brethren
in Srinagar on Sunday. — PTl

uation. Mr. Lone later visited the
hospital, where those injured in
yesterday’s shootout are under-

PM sends team to Kashmir

By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. Even as the mas-
sacre of six Sikhs in Srinagar yes-
terday evoked a sharp reaction
from political parties and there
were reports of growing tension
in the Valley, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
asked a four-member team —
the Akali Dal leader and Minister
of State for Chemicals and Fertil-
izers, Mr. Sukhdev Singh Dhind-

sa, the BJP leader and Minister of
State for Civil Aviation, Mr. Cha-
man Lal Gupta, the Minorities
Commission member, Mr. Tarlo-
chan Singh, and the BJP MP, Mr.
S. S. Ahluwalia — to rush to Sri-
nagar. They have been asked to
conduct an on-the-spot inquiry
into the incident, try and cool
down tempers and be with the
Sikh community at this time of
shock and grief.

Parties’ reaction: Page 13
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going treatment. A curfew-like
situation prevailed throughout
the day in Baramulla, Anantnag,
Budgam, Pulwama and Tral
towns of the Kashmir Valley.

In the Gandhinagar locality of
Jammu, a group of Sikhs raised
slogans against Pakistan and mil-
itants, and threw stones at some
shops forcing the owners to down
the shutters. A few Muslim shops
were also looted. Curfew has been
imposed on Jammu too.

A conspiracy: Hizb

Al Qasim, a hitherto unknown
militant outfit, claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, while the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen said it was a

conspiracy to disturb communal

harmony.



Case Magamst

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 9 \

BANGALORE, Feb. 1. — Police
today registered a case against i
Mr T John, a day after he quit
as minister in Karnataka over
his controversial remarks on
the Gujarat earthquake, based
on a BJP complaint alleging
that he “incited communal
feelings.”

A top police official told
reporters “an FIR has been
filed against Mr John.”

Mr John had resigned
yesterday after his reported
outburst that the earthquake

"in Gujarat was god’s way
of reacting - to alleged
attacks on Christians in that
state, had triggered a
controversy.

The complaint was lodged in
the Cubbon Park police station
by Shivajinagar MLA,
Mr  Katta Subramanya
Naidu and nine others, police
said.

Stepping up its campaign, the
Karnataka BJP sought the
arrest of Mr John, who was in
charge of the infrastructure

ent and civil av1at10n

feelings.

~ The state BJP president, Mr ‘
Basavaraj Patil Sedam, said as

they were awaiting action on
their complaint, the party
had deferred its plans to
call a statewide
but would continue
protests against Mr John.

Meanwhile, ~Karnataka |
information minister Mr BK |
Chandrashekhar said that |
Mr John had not resigned |
because of pressure from
the BJP, but had stepped '
down after Karnataka chief |

minister Mr SM Krishna and |

citing various |

' teﬁ

|

bandh .
its |

1

l

[

senior ministers advised him to

resign.
“The controversy should end
now,” he said.

He hit back at the BJP, saying
that they had no moral right

to accuse others

of

inciting communal feglings !

when “that is preci
they are doing
country.”

over the

what |



/ Basu reveals a dithering Rao
~ hefore Ayodhya riot panel

[

. Our Political Bureau %}/'\ .

N7 NEW DELHI 29 JANUARY ’

THE CENTRE should have used Article 356 in
Uttar Pradesh to prevent the demolition of Babri
Masjid in December 1992, former West Bengal
chief minister Jyoti Basu told the Liberhan
Commission on Monday. He said that the suggestion
had been made by him to the then Prime Minister
P.V. Narasimha Rao in November 1992.

Mr Basu also told the Commission that Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, who was a BJP leader in 1992,
had refused to pay heed to the CPI(M) leader’s
warning on the inflammatory speeches of Kalyan
Singh, who was the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh
at that time.

The BJP leader had also contended to him at the
time, Mr Basu said, that the demolition was “an
accident and not organised.” In the face of this, the
former West Bengal chief minister expressed sur-
prise at Mr Vajpayee’s decision to recently contend

— eight years after the ekwlition — that “the Ram
Mandir movement is an ¢xpression of an unfulfilled
national aspiration.”

Mr Basu told the pyobe panel that he and
CPI(M) general secretary'Harkishen Singh Surjeet
had in fact told the then prime minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao in November 1992 that it may be
imperative for the Centre to use Article 356 in the
state to prevent communal tensions from escalating
into a full-scale riot leading to the demolition of
Babri Masjid.

“There was no way other than the use of Article
356 of the Constitution (to prevent demolition).
After restoration of peace, the government could
have been handed over to the BJP,” he said. In
response to this suggestion, made during the
National Integration Council meeting on November
23, 1992, Mr Rao had held: “How can I disbelieve
the state chief minister (Kalyan Singh) who has told
me that there will be no danger to the structure.” -
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] , Are we not a soft stat

%ﬂ . ) 4 \

YRDAL, mEmO_mI ecoNo-

mist, when he called Indid a

soft state was not thinking of

its coercive powers. What he
talked of were the lack of a work culture
among public officials and in society and
the atrophy of political will to correct
these distortions. The recent musings by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, on the Ayodhya issue, insofar as
they committed the Government to hon-
ouring the court verdict at any cost, were
a welcome development. Had the secular
commitment of our present political par-
ties been as firm as that of Gandhi, Nehru,
J.P. and Lohia, who controlled the more
inflamed passions of communal fire in
the wake of the Partition (1947), we would
not have even tolerated the wild suggesti-
on of any attempt to build a temple at the
site of the Babri Masjid which existed for
over 400 years. But then even the tallest in
the Opposition are pygmies and, notwith-
standing the bluster, they look for soft op-
tions. This is what must have persuaded
the Prime Minister to suggest in the same
breath that if possible the matter may be
settled by mutual talks — a suggestion
agreed to by Opposition, which clearly
disclosed a mindset to avoid a correct but
hard decision.

Who has given the authority to the VHP
and a band of cellular phone-holding
‘Sadhus’ to speak on behalf of Hindus.
The cowardly act of demolishing the Ba-
bri Masjid is condemned by a large ma-
jority of Hindus. I am surprised that the
Opposition should fall for this ploy of put-
ting the perpetrators of crime and the vic-
tims on the same side. This suggestion
seeks to cloak the wanton attack on the
secular base of our democracy by pur-
porting to present it as a case of mere
misunderstanding between the two com-
munities. The goons who demolished the
mosque cannot be allowed to don the
role of judges. With Muslims almost
unanimously saying that if the court finds
that the mosque was built by demolishing
a then existing temple, even if not a Ram
temple, they would withdraw their objec-
tion because the Quran forbids construc-

By Rajindar Sachar
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tion of a ‘masjid 5\ pulling down any
religious building, the only respectable
alternative is to await the verdict (which
may be sought to be expedited by mutual
request). That is why the BJP game plan of
mutual negotiations is nothing but a
veiled threat to coerce the Muslim com-
munity to agree to give up its rights —a
course totally unacceptable.

It is in this background that the ten-
sions created by the VHP and the rest of
the Sangh Parivar using the occasion of

history will show us that the people who
can learn to look forward instead of back-
wards need not'be condemned to relive
the past and will consequently learn to
live with one another in harmony.

The Maha Kumbh is an occasion for the
so-called saviours of Hinduism to give
thought to ameliorating the condition of
the starving millions for, as Karl Marx
said, “‘poverty is the greatest sin and the
biggest blot on human race”’. What better
timing than the Maha Kumbh to try to

The tensions created by the VHP using the occasion of
Maha Kumbh are a dangerous portent. This is an
attempt at ‘Talibanisation’ of the Hindu religion.

Maha Kumbh are a dangerous portent.
This is an attempt at ‘Talibanisation’ of
the Hindu religion. It is time that average
non-political, sensitive Hindus realised
the harm this will do to the cosmopolitan
philosophy of Hinduism and to the social
reform, in personal laws and the position
of women, won after a Herculean effort
by secularists.

This spread of hatred and discord being
sought to be projected at the Maha
Kumbh endangers the real essence
Hinduism and its philosophy of stoicism.
I do not deny that the history of a people,
a state or a nation is part of its culture, its
tradition and its identity and can no more
be forgotten than an individual can forget
his or her personal history. But those
mentally fixed in the past cannot grow,
cannot develop and cannot adapt to new
circumstances. The events of the past can
be remembered in a way which preserves
historical rivalries or carefully nurses the
idea of alleged past injustices. But this is
not the only way. The future is a page of
history that has not yet been written. If we
allow it to be determined by reliving the
past, it will simply be a repetition of that
past with its sad record of religious rival-
ries, of bloodshed and human misery. But
there is a choice and with a mature atti-
tude to history it does not have to be like
this. A correct and impartial reading of

wash off this sin of poverty by heeding the
millennium message of the Pope that
“our world is entering the new millenni-
um burdened by the contradictions
which offer immense possibilities to a
fortunate few while leaving millions of
others living in conditions far below the
minimum demanded by human dignity”.
Let the ‘dharam sansad’ engage itself in
improving the conditions of the poor.
Lord Ram has a presence throughout the
universe. Why must the VHP restrict him
to a particular site — ‘‘garbhgriha.”

The proceedings of the VHP-managed
‘dharam sansad’ purporting to fix the
outer date for temple construction to co-
incide with the Assembly election in Uttar
Pradesh are a cheap gimmick, betraying
the political motivation of the temple
movement.

In this context, the visit by the Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, to the
Kumbh Mela with a view to making a dent
in the same obscurantist, fundamentalist
religious section of the Hindu electorate
is unfortunate. That may help her in get-
ting some votes. But the secular fabric of
the nation has been further weakened by
this open and shameless effort at mixing
religion with politics by both the major
parties for their electoral gains.

Another issue. A creeping paralysis was
the government’s response to the nation-
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al postal strike. So when the High Court
directed it to apply the Essential Supplies
and Maintenance Act against trade
unionists, the government caved in and
hid behind judicial skirts. Sadly, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, who challenged in the
Delhi High Court the applicability of the
ESMA to him when he headed the railway
strike in the 1970s, chose to keep an eerie
silence.

The Centre has announced the exten-
sion of ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
and, in my opinion, rightly. But it was
somehow afraid of reactions from the
hawks and that alone can explain why it
floated a trial balloon using the strategic
office of Chief of the Army Staff. The gov-
ernment did a disservice to the prestige of
the Army Chief by persuading him to go
public on a political decision, obviously
to ward off any adverse comment against
extension of the ceasefire from other po-
litical quarters. Thus it sought to hide be-
hind the General’s trousers — a case of
political impropriety and administrative
perversion.

The bungling in the matter of issue of
passports to the Hurriyat leaders is a
manifestation of the absence of a
thought-out Kashmir policy. This arro-
gance ill-behoves the government after it
has accepted Hurriyat Conference as one
of the groups with which it will have dia-
logue on Kashmir. The government by
unnecessarily making an issue of denial
of passport to Syed Ali Shah Geelani has
played into Pakistan’s hands and this may
strengthen militancy. What damage
could Mr. Geelani’'s visit to Pakistan
cause? None. If Mr. Geelani has to be
coached by Pakistan his open interaction
with the Pakistan Ambassador can serve
the purpose. Again, the government
shows itself to be overwhelmed by the
inter-service intrigues and the hawks of
the RSS Parivar. The sufferers will be the
masses, especially of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Such pusillanimity manifests a weak
political armour.

(The writer is a retired Chief Justice of
the Delhi High Court.)
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/Dalai Larha’s mustake

PERHAPS UNWITTINGLY, the Dalai Lama has entered a
controversial field which can become even more complicated as
a result. By arguing that “conversion is outdated” and has a
“negative effect”, he may have been voicing his own considered
Jopinion. But since the subject has acquired a political dimen-
sion in India, it is necessary to weigh one’s words very carefully
when saying anything in this context, especially if the person
is someone as widely respected as the Tibetan pontiff. Not
unexpectedly, therefore, his words have been promptly seized
by Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader Ashok Singhal to reiterate
the Sangh parivar’s familiar grievances against Islagjn and
Christianity. \gkf\,\‘ﬁ /16\ \)

It is this very danger of the Dalai Lama’s views being explbit-
ed to condemn Islam and Christianity as ‘aggressive’ of which
the Tibetan spiritual leader should have been aware. Not §nly
has the VHP criticised Islam and Christianity for waging a
“religious war against us”, but it has also called for a “common
platform to counter... the aggression” of these two religions.
Clearly, this wasn’t something which the Dalai Lama had in
mind, for while saying that “it’s not proper to change religion”,
he also said that his “main interest is to promote human values
and religious harmony”. Yet, the end result may be the exact
opposite not only because of the Sangh parivar’s deliberate
misinterpretation of the Dalai Lama’s remarks, but also
because of a few among the Buddhists like the priest of a
Varanasi monastery who has lauded the formation of a “joint
! front of Hindus and Buddhists to fight Islamic aggression”.

All this will be music to the ears of the hardliners in the saf-
fron camp who have stepped up their campaign against
Christianity in addition to their usual diatribes against
Muslims. Any suggestion, therefore, of a combined effort by
the two ‘indigenous’ religions against the ‘alien’ ones will be
disastrous for social and religious harmony. Besides, it has to be
remembered that conversion is a constitutional right which can
be criticised but not denied. While a change of religion through
enticement or fraud is condemnable, no government can out-
| law a genuine change.of heart. Perhaps it is this undeniable
fact which made the Dalai Lama concede that Mauryan emper-
or Asoka had sent ouypreachers to spread the message of
Buddha. To ban such £hdeavours is a negation of the right of
individual choice.
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Centre to-

Kaly aani Shanker 3 M f

Nev\ De: ini, January 24

THI: CENTRE may not respond
to the Mushim Personal Law
Booved's statement that 1t was ready
for dwdogue with the government
on the Avodhvi issuc,

Although the Dharany Sansad
has, put the government on notice
witl regard to the construction of
thee Ram temple, but with no date
being specificd, the government
hees wot a breather. sources said.

BIP leader J P"Mathur has rided
o1t the possibility of the govern-
nicgl taking part in negotrations.
"t the most, the government can
h<: a mediator or a facilitator dl‘ld "
cim not adopt g sthar ol he
sad.

Il suits the government as well as
the BIP to not to precipitate the
matter at this juncture.

A source close to the Prime
Minister confirmed that he might
not make any move until after the
budget session.

“He will certainly like to resolve
the issue but the timing is also very
important. Vajpayee wants to
resolve the Jammu and Kashmir
and the Ayodhva issues and has
taken initiative on both," the
source said.

According to BIP sources, the
temple issuc will be kept alive till
Assembly polls are held in Uttar
Pradesh.

"We have not brought it to the
forefront but since it has become
an issue, it will certainly remain.

keep off

e BJP has already identificd
refigion and farmers as the poll
isskes,” the sources said.

Interestingly, it was the RSS
chidf Sudarshan who visited
Kumbhnagar to ensure that things
did not go out of hand. Before
leaving for Allahabad, Sudarshan
had called on the Prime Minister.
Various issues, including the tem-
ple issue, were discussed, the
sources said.

Sudarshan could have reached an
understanding with the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) lcaders
without going there, but it was nec-
essary for somone to persofnally
see to it that the VHP-sponsored
Dharam Sansad spoke the same
language.

The Prime Minister.

during his

< IINDUSTAN TTWER

recent Udupi visit, also held dis-
cussions with the Pejawar swami.

It is also pertinent to note that
the VHP leader Ashok Singhal had
said that the outfit would not like
to  topple the  Vajpayee
Government. For the Sang Parivar,
the bottom line was not to rock the
boat.

Recently, VHP leader Vinay
Kativar's offer for a dialogue was
rc(;cctcd by the Muslim Personal
Law Board. The board insisted it
will have nothing to do with the
VHP

However, in a resolution the
board agreed to give due tonsider-
ation to any central initiative for a
meaningful discussion to resolve
the Ayodhya issue in a conducive

atnosphere. .



No talks with ‘IHP says.
»" Muslim Law Board '

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 21. The All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board to-
day indicated that it was prepared
to consider the possibility of a ne-
gotiated settlement of the Babri
Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi issue,
albeit with a proviso that the ne-
gotiations would only be held
with the Central Government.

The AIMPLB executive commit-
tee, which met here today, later
issued a statement saying, ‘‘the
Government must take the re-
sponsibility and create the right
environment by reining in the
hardliners.” The Board, however,
rejected the idea of negotiating
with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
or the Bajrang Dal. “There is ab-
solutely no question whatsoever
of negotiating with those who de-
molished the Babri Masjid and
are now planning to challenge
and defy the law,” Syed Shahbud-
din, AIMPLB member, later told
reporters.

Today’s meeting was held in
. the backdrop of the VHP- spon-
sored ‘‘dharam sansad” in Allaha-
bad and in the wake of reports
that it would announce the date
for construction of the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya.

The Board put the onus of con-
trolling the hotheads in the Sangh
Parivar on the Government, rath-
er than join the VHP in a war of
words. The AIMPLB resolution
described the VHP’s threat to for-
cibly build a temple at the disput-
ed site next year as a “‘challenge to
the state and the Constitution and
not just a problem of the Mus-
lims”. '

Making it clear that it was the

[PV 4 U
sole body?uth,o);;ed to negotiate
on behalf of the Muslim commu-
nity, the AIMPLB said any at-
tempt to coerce local Muslims
into negotiating with Mr. Vinay
Katiyar, BJP MP from Faizabad,
would be prove a non- starter.

A five-member committee
comprising Maulana Nizamud-
din, Mr. Yusuf Muchhala, Syed
Shahbuddin, Maulana Sajjad No-
mani and Mr. Zafaryab Jilani was
formed to monitor the situation.

VHP unveils
action plan

KUMBH NAGAR, JAN. 21. Outlining
the action plan for Ram temple
construction at the disputed site
in Ayodhya, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad today declared that the
“faithfuls” who had demolished
the structure could build a temple
there.The action plan to generate
public opinion for temple con-
struction would commence with
Shivarchana (prayer of Lord Shi-
va) and jalabhishek at temples
across the country on September
18 this year, the VHP internation-
al president, Mr. Ashok Singhal,
told reporters here.

The Shivarchana would contin-
ue till October 16. In the second
stage beginning November 26,
“yagnas” would be organised
across the country.

If the Government failed to
hand over the land at Ayodhya for
construction of the temple before
the deadline of March 12, 2002,
the sants would “certainly com-
pel the authorities to do so”, Mr.
Singhal said. — PTI

CPI(M) flays VHP: Page 13
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Muslim leaders ready to

talk Ayo

FROM OUR SPECIAL C)
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 21: The All-
India Muslim Personal Law
Board today said it is willing to
negotiate on the Ram temple if
the Centre “disciplines anti-na-
tional forces™ again threatening
to take the law into their hands.

Speaking in favour of talks
with the Vajpayee government,
the law board suggested that the
Cent initiative to create
a “conducive atmosphere” for dia-
logue.

“You cannot hold negotiations
with organisations trying to
browbeat and intimidate you,” a
member said, in an obvious refer-
ence to the VHP’s temple
resolution and the views of other
Hindutva hawks.

He added that the board would
go for an out-of-court settlement
if the government agreed to
build a mosque along with the
Ram temple on the disputed site.
But the VHP and the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Nyas have been un-
willing to let a mosque come up

the site.

In its meeting today, the board
working c¢ommittee adopted a
resolution ruling out talks
with the VHP and those responsi-
ble for the Babri masjid demoli-
tion. But insiders said the majori-
ty opinion was for exploring
options for a negotiated
settlement. :

Several sbeakers lamented
that “secular” parties had fallen
silent on rebufiding the.masgue
and implementing the court ver- -
dict if it favoured the Muslirhs:

Secretary Maulana Nizamud-
din said the board was prepared
to give “due consideration” to
any government initiative for
talks provided it “acts sincerely
to create a conducive atmosphere
for the same”, But he denied the
board had got a talks offer yet.

“In the absence of any struc-
tured agenda or recognised repre-
sentation, the talks cannot be
held. Who do we talk to and talk
about what?” a member asked,
stressing that the law board was
the sole recognised body autho-

lya with govt

w1th1n panchkost‘ (f1ve km) of ry)lse& to hold talks.

Following belligerent stafe-
ments from the VHP and other
outfits over the past few days, the
board also decided to set up a five-
member panel under Maulfna
Nizamuddin to monitor Ayodhya
developments and submit month-
ly reports. Other members are
Yusuf Mucchala, Maulana Sajjad’
Nomani, Syed Shahabuddin and
Zafaryab Jeelani,

The board resolution reiterat-
- efk jgknown position on the dis-
pute land dedicated as a
mosqlie shall always remain a
mosque and every effort shall be
made for its restoration.”

The board accused the Sangh
parivar of launching a “persist-
ent and well-orchestrated hate’
campaign” and voiced concern
over its alleged attempts to mar
communal harmony.

It also resolved to evolve an ac-
tion plan to interact with people at
the grassroots so that they are noet
misled by the “hate campaign”.
The move is aimed at countering
the RSS’ Rashtriya Jan Jagran
Abhiyan.

THE TELEGR AFh

77 Uaw 2@




PM may have to mtervene
as both sides harden stand

Shekhar Iyer \/\/\/\7
New Dethi, January 21

PRIME MINISTER A B Vajpayee
may have to step in initiate a dia-
logue between Hindu and Muslim
religious leaders on the Ayodha
dispute.

Many BJP leaders believe that
the stand taken by the VHP and
the All India Muslim Personal Law
Board leaves scope only for a
negotiated settlement if an initia-
tive is taken at the highest level.

Mr Vajpayec alone commands
that authority to move a dialogue
between the two sides, they say.

An intervention by the Prime
Minister or interlocutors, who
enjoy his confidence, will not only
include the two sides but also other
religious leaders, who have so far
kept away from the controversy.

The VHP has given the Vajpayee
Government a year's time to
remove all hurdles for the Ram
temple.

The All India Muslim Personal
Law Board today ruled out talks
with the VHP but said it was pre-
pared to consider any initiative for
talks by the Government if it was
sincere.

In fact, the Prime Minister is said
to have discussed the issue with
Tejawar Swami  Vishveshwar
Teerth, head of the Udupi Mutt on
January 18.

The importance of Mr Vajpayee's

Ayodhya issue

meeting with the Swami was
underscored by the fact that for-
mer Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao had also
approached him in his attempt for
a negotiated settlement before the
events of December 1992.

It is no secret that it was only
under considerable pressure from
the BJP and the RSS that the VHP
decided not to announce a firm
date for the construction of the
Ram temple.

After months of temple talk, the
dharam sansad ended by giving
time to the Centre until Shivrathri
next year to remove "legal and
administrative obstacles” in the
path of the temple.

Apparently, the BJP leadership

managed to impress upon the
"doves” among the VHP hawks not
to bring the matter before the
Prime Minister before Parliament's
budget session.

Similarly, according to BJP lead-
ers, a few Muslim leaders appear
willing to talk, even though at this
stage any talk of transfer of the
Babri Masjid site to the Ram
Mandir Nyas is inconceivable.

Some BJP leaders believe that

the deliberations at the All India .

Muslim Personal Law Board taday
reflected this position. It ended by
saying that its doors were open for
talks with the Government if it cre-
ated a conducive atmosphere for a
meaningful dialogue.

Some BJP leaders are said to be
in touch with Imam of Fatehpuri
Masjid of Delhi's Chandni Chawk,
Mufti Mohammad Mukarram amd
Jawed Habeeb, a member of the
All India Babri Masjid Action
Committee (AIBMAC), who part-
ed ways from the rest long .
Rajya Sabha member Obald
Azmi is also considered to be
favouring talks on the temple
issue.

Striking a bhard note
Samajwadi Party Rajya Sabha
member Mohammad Azam
Zafaryab Jilani, the new Shﬂl
Imam of Jama Masjid in Defhi
Ahmed Bukhari and Babri Masfid
Coordination Committee con-
venor Syed Shahabuddin.
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Ao specific date for construction

VHP sets
one-year
deadline

9- Mk Lam

for temple

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AND AGENCIES

ALLAHABAD, Jan. 20. —
The Dharam Sansad today
failed to fix a specific date for
Ram temple construction,
setting the government a
deadline of 12 March next
year to clear “all obstacles”
after which work would be-
gin at any “auspicious” time.

“All  obstacles” includes
handover of the disputed
land for the temple. The un-
animous resolution setting
the programme for temple
building was adopted on the
second day of the VHP-spon-
sored Sansad of about 4,000
saints and religious leaders
amid full-throated cries of
Jai Sri Ram’.

The BJP made light of the
VHP deadline, saying it was
not an ultimatum to the gov-
ernment. The party presi-
dent, Mr Bangaru Laxman,
said: “Myself and the Prime
Minister had appealed to
VHP not to fix any date. I am
happy that they didn’t.”

The Sansad resolution also
chalked out an extended awa-
reness campaign for temple
construction. Shivarchan and
Jalabhishek will be organised
across the country from 17
September to 16 October this
year. Collective japyajnas will
be held to “take Lord Ram to
every Hindu home and heart”
from 26 November.

A sant yatra will be held
from Ayodhya to Dethi from
18 February to 25 February,
2002, to ‘convince’ the gov-
ernment to hand over the
disputed land.

The resolution was read out
by Acharya Dharmendra on
behalf of the Ram Janam-
hhoomi Mandir Nirman Sa-

miti chairman, Mahant Par- |
amhans Ramchandra Das. |

The four-paragraph resolu- |
tion was approved by all pro-
minent Akharas which were
present at the Mahakumbh,
scotching speculations of a
boycott by some Akharas.
The presence of all Akharas |
could be a reason for the soft 1
open-ended deadline. ‘

The VHP chief, Mr Ashok ,
Singhal, said starting temple '
construction would not am-
ount to contempt of court as .
the disputed land was in'the
Centre’s possession.

The Akhil Bharatiya Hindu
Mahasabha said it will not
support any organisation
breaking the law to build the
temple. “We will firmly op-
pose any move taken without
a consensus,” said its presi-
dent, Mr DC Tyagi.

The Babari Masjid Action
Committee termed the San-
sad decision “a challenge to
the court”, but said Muslims
would not take any decision
in haste. “We will wait for the
judiciary and the government
to intervene,” said its con-
vener, Mr Zafaryab Jilani.

“Muslims will act on their
own to stop temple construc-
tion at the disputed site only
if government agencies fail to
safeguard their interests,” he
said. He hoped the Supreme
Court would take suo motu
cognisance of the move.

The Muslim Personal Law
Board will meet in New
Delhi tomorrow to discuss
the VHP “threat”.

On page 10

B Deadline will hasten
solution, hopes BJP

® Meila rejects ‘
Sonia visit
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Hemendra Singh Bartwal
Kumbhnagar, January 20
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THE DHARMA Sansad of top Hindu sants and

dharmacharyas today warned the Vajpayce

Government to clear all hurdles in the path of
constructing the Ram Janmabhoomi temple at
Ayodhya by Mahashivratri on March 12 next year,
after which the work would be started on an auspi-
cious date.

While allowing the government a one-year
reprieve, the seers however made it clear that if the
issue were not resolved to their satisfaction by the
given deadline, they would adopt a path of con-
frontation and carry out their mission forcibly.

Neither the government nor any other force could
prevent them from carrying out their mission, the
religious heads asserted while striking a note of cau-
tion to the Muslim community.

Loud slogans of "Jai Shri Ram"
rent the air at the packed venue of
the Dharma Sansad at the
Mahakumbh here as a resolution on the temple
issue, moved by Acharya Dharmendra, was unani-
mously passed by the mahamandaleshwars, dharma-
charyas and acharyas present at the gathering.

"l am giving Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
an year's time to resolve the issue. After that, no
matter what happens the Ram mandir will be built at
any cost and no force on carth can stop us,” thun-
dered Mahant Paramhans Ramchandra Das, head of
the Shri Ram Mandir Nirman Samiti and Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas.

The 90-year-old mahant said Vajpayee had become
the prime minister thrice on the strength of the tem-
ple movement. If he wished to retain the position for
the fourth time as well, he would have to facilitate
i the Ayodhya shrine.

(Vajpayee) keeps chanting that the
lie is not on his government's agenda, even

\Dharma Sansad

“Clear hurdles in ten_lﬁf)lé“
path by March 12, 2002’

he has conceded’that the movement is an expressio
of a national sentiment," the mahant said referring
to the primg minister’s statement in Parliament.

Acharya Dharmendra, in a spirited speech, point-
ed out that the Dharma Sansad had never back-
tracked on any of its announcements before. The
dates for temple construction and the mass cam-
paign before that were final and there was no going
back on them, he emphasised.

The temple resolution passed by the Dharma
Sansad today also unfolded a plan of action for mass
mobilisation of Hindus across the country during the
current year. This would be followed by a "Chetavant
Yatra" of sants from Ayodhya to Delhi in February
next year, it was decided. All the dates had been
fixed after consulting three eminent astrologer§ of
Kashi, VHP leaders said here.

The Dharma Sansad's announcement is seen in
g many quarters as a political decision
to benefit the BIP-led government
in UP as the Mahashivratri deadline
coincides with the timing of state
Assembly elections which are due in early 2002. ‘

Significantly, three of the four Shankaracharyas,
supreme Hindu religious heads, kept away from the
Dharma Sansad besides many Akharas heads as they
had expressed displeasure with the VHP for hijack-
ing the movement and politicising it. Only the
Kanchi Shankaracharya, Swami Jayendra Saraswati,
attended the mcet.

Mahant Paramhans informed the gathering that
the work of carving the stones for the proposed Ram
mandir was being carried out at a hgctic pace in
seven workshops and was expectgdfo be complete
by March-end.

After that, the sants wo

demand from the gov-

that construetion could be started.
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1t’s not a challenge to Muslims,
but to polity: Shahabuddin .

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 20

REAZTING TO the decision of
the I"s srma Sansad to begin con-
struc, +- of the Ram temple at
Ayodhya’ after March 12 next
year, Syed Shahabuddin, mem-
ber, All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board executive, has said the
move is "not a challenge to the
Muslim community but a chal-
lenge to the Indian State”.
Shahabuddin said the personal
law board executive will meet
tomorrow and will look into the
statements made by the Sangh
Parivar members and the Prime
Minister on the Babri Masjid
issue. The meeting assumes sig-
nificance in view of the Dharma
Sansad today asking the
Government to remove all "obsta-
cles" in the way of the temple.
The former MP, who is also the
| convener of the Babri Masjid
| Movement Coordination
' Committee, said the declaration

W ¥

of the VHP-spohsored sansad
amounted to a "War against the
Indian State". He said, "If the
Prime Minister rcally means busi-
ness and is true to his oath of
office, he must take due notice
and act according to the law of
the land."

The resolution was a challenge
to Parliament, judiciary and the
executive, he said. In fact, the
announcement was a challenge to
the very existence of a civilised
society.

"Why can't the Prime Minister
put them behind bars. Are the
sadhus or the VHP or the Sangh
Parivar above law,"” he said.

Shahabuddin said there was no
question of any negotiations with
the VHP, the Sangh Parivar or
any private party. "The only com-
petent authority on the matter is
the All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board and no board mem-
ber shall agree for any negotia-
tions in any form with these hot-
heads," he said.

Th¢’ board, he said, was not
aware of any Government initia-
tive on the issuc. If the
Government picked up just any-
body for talks, it will be nothing
but bluff and bluster, he added.

Another member of the board
executive, Zafaryad Jeelani, said
in Lucknow the sansad's state-
ment was " politically motivated".
"The manner in which the date
has been fixed for starting the
construction shows the State
Assembly elections will be held
on time. The VHP would have
gonc ahead with the programme,
if the present environment was
considered conducive.

M I H Qureishi, a founder-
member of the personal law
board, said the setting up of a
date was a move to gain time and
"save” the Union and the Statc
Governments. The decision,
made under pressure of the hard-
liners, will enable the whole
Sangh Parivar

to dosome
preparatory work. /

—d - —
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Dharam Sansad differs on

i~

D-Date for R\jﬁn temple

The Times of India News Service

KUMBHNAGAR: It was a day of contradictions as
leaders of the Vishnu Hindu Parishad (VHP)
expressed incongruous views on the construction of
the Ram temple at Ayocdhya.
Giving the Union government an year to’resolve
the Ram Temple-Babri Masjid dispute, president of
~ the Ramjanmabhoomx Nyas  Parmahans
. Ramchandra Das said, “If the land is not handed
: over by March 12, 2002, we will forcefully occupy it
. and begin construction.” VHP working president
- Ashok Singhal was present when Mr Das spoke “on
behalf of the VHP, the Bajrang Dal and the RSS” at
the opening of the Dharam Sansad on Friday.
Later in the day, the VHP’s Ramjanmabhoomi
, Mandir Nirman Samiti’s spokesperson and BIP’s

just his (Das’ s) personal opinion. The date for tem-
ple construction will be decided and announced
only on Saturday’s Dharam Sansad.” Mr Singhal,
too, said that the date would be announced only by
the Dharam Sansad.

Mr Das had jumped the gun, said a senior VHP
leader. “He had not reached the Margadarshak
Mandal meeting on time. So, when Mr Singhal was
talking to the media, Mr Das came in and blurted
out the earlier decision, making the Dharam Sansad
redundant.” According to the information available,
there wasn’t any discussion at the Margadarshak
Mandal meeting and the Ram temple was merely
mentioned while former RSS chief Rajju Bhaiya
was felicitated.

Though the leaders deny it, the talk of the temple
construction around March 2002 coincides wit!l the

Jaunpur MP, Swami Chinmayananda said, “It was
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Imam hardens Ayodhya stand

New Daini 9 N \

19 JANUARY !

WITH THE Dharam Sansa
(Religious Parliament) of saints
getting underway at Allahabad,
Muslims.on Friday hardened their
stand on the Ayodhya issue with
the Shahi Imam of Jama Masjid
cautioning that if Hindus refused
1o obey court orders it would be
difficult to make Muslims adhere
to the same.

“It will be difficult for us to
convince Muslims to obey court
orders. Even 1 will not be able to
convince them,” the Imam told a
congregation after Friday prayers
at the sprawling Jama Masjid com-

plex in the walled city.

Charging VHP and other
Sangh Parivar outfits with “play-
ing dirty and heinous games and
flaring up communal frenzy”, he
said Muslims have so far kept the
Ayodhya issue as confined to a
“fight” with the government and

avoided any confrontation with
Hindus at large. “But if you keep
throwing tantrums at us, we also
accept the challenge.”

All India Babri Masjid
Rebuilding Committee (AIBMRC)
on Friday staged a demonstration

bere near the Parliament, to
demand the reconstruction of the
mosque at the original site. '

Addressing the demostrators,
speakers including Subhash
Chowdhary, who is also Indian
Youth Congress general secretary,
asked the government to rebuild
the mosque, or refer all the cases
related to the Ayodhya issue to the
Supreme Court for a time-bound
and binding solution.

President of Aalami Roohani
Markaz Maulana M A Rabbani
said his organisation would abide
by the court verdict “even if it
meant construction of temple at
the disputed site”. —PTI
i
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2001 \)</

SUR
IN ACCEPTING SIKHISM as a ‘“‘separate reli-
gion" and its votaries as a community with an
identity of their own — distinct from that of
Hindus — the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is
only recognising an established fact. However, it
marks a significant departure and a paradigm
shift of sorts from what the Hindutva outfit has
been propagating vigorously in Punjab over the
past two years and more. In a devious attempt at
subsuming Sikhism within the Hindu fold, the
RSS and its offshoot — Rashtriya Sikh Sangat —
have been projecting, through a calculated re-
vanchist campaign, the idea that Sikhism is a
branch of the Hindu religion and the Sikhs are
but the sword arm of the Hindus. Its retraction
from that position, which came about at the in-
teraction an RSS delegation had with the Nation-
al Minorities Commission on Tuesday, has to be
seen in the context of the looming threat of a
backlash from not only radical Sikh elements but
also the religious establishment of the commu-
nity. Although the Akal Takht Jathedar, Giani Jo-
ginder Singh Vedanti, reacted sharply in
mid-2000 by issuing an edict condemning the
“sinister designs” of the anti-Panthic forces to
create confusion about the “unique and dis-
tinct” identity of the Sikhs, it was the RSS’ outra-
geous move to observe Guru Purab and install
the Guru Granth Sahib in Hindu temples that
proved the proverbial last straw; to the Sikhs,
who do not believe in idol worship, nothing
could be a greater affront than to see their holy
book placed in the sanctum of a Hindu shrine.
That the plan had to be dropped ultimately is
however a different matter.

The RSS’ initiatives, aimed at ‘integrating’
the Sikhs with the Hindus by appropriating their
religious texts, symbols and apostles, are but
part of its overall strategy to realise its objective
of founding a Hindu Rashtra. Tactically speak-
ing, this approach differs from what the Sangh

A TACTICAL SHIFT?

conciliation. The ‘assimilation’ route in the Pun-
jab context, one must realise, is fraught with se-
rious consequences for the reason that at the
back of the Khalistan movement was the per-
ceived threat to the Sikh identity from what was
seen as a majoritarian hegemony. At present, the
State may be free from the scourge of militancy,
but anything that tends to rekindle in the Sikhs
the fear of their religious identity being invaded
or subsumed is bound to give a handle to the
extremist elements which, as of now, remain
marginalised. Worse, even the moderates might
feel compelled to swing to the far right. The fact
that the RSS went about its calibrated, well-craft-
ed Sikh-embracing game plan only since the
coming to power of the Shiromani Akali Dal-BJP
coalition is very significant. It used the Central
Government-aided tercentenary celebrations of
the Khalsa to step up campaign and the Chief
Minister, Mr. Prakash Singh Badal, himself chose
to play along with it, evidently for reasons of
political expediency.

Given the definitive signs of the RSS’ plan
becoming too much of an embarrassment even
to the centrist elements in Mr. Badal’s SAD, the
reversal of the Sangh’s position vis-a-vis the Sikh
faith could, one suspects, well be a tactical shift,
dictated by the compulsions as much of the SAD
as of the BJP itself. Apart from being too good to
be true, the claim of the RSS spokesman that the
organisation had a “firm belief in the plurality of
religions” and that denying the distinctiveness
of different faiths went against ‘‘the very grain of
the RSS” flies in the face of the Sangh’s declared
ideological plank and its track record. Its cred-
ibility on this score is all the more strained when
considered against the known penchant of the

Sangh Parivar leadership, including the leading
lights of the BJP, for indulging in prevaricaﬁ?{
28
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NHP threatens t

‘We will begin B;am templ

Hemendra Singh Bartwal

Ailahabad, January 18 Q %’b 1Y
!

ON THE cve of the Dharma
Sansad, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) today indicated
its firm resolve to begin construc-
tion of the Ram temple on the
undisputed portion of land near
the site of the demolished Babri
masjid. This undisputed land was
acquired by the Centre.

Striking an aggressive posture.
VHP leaders stressed that the
government may be forced to
hand over the undisputed portion
to the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas
through a strong public campaign
that they intended to launch after
the Dharma Sansad fixed the date
of construction of the temple.

- "Itis possible that if the govern-
ment does not allow it, we may
have to confront it," VHP interna-
tional president Vishnu Hari
Dalmia stated -Referring to Prime
Minister Atai Bihari Vajpayee's
caution that no onc would be
allowed to take law in their hands.
Mr Daimia said his stand was not
binding upon the VHP if it con-
flicted with their objcctive.

VHP vice president $.C.Dikshit,
a former Director General of

A

qlﬂ;nlicc of UP and another se nior

teader Devakinandan Aggarwral, a
former High Court judge, eny pha-
siscd today that construction on
the undisputed portion woul ¢f ot

[

f

puted structure, where orship of
Lord Ram's idol was continuing,
nor the land surrounding it where
construction is proposed, were in
the possession or receivership of

Referring to Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's caution
that no one would be
allowed 1.0 take law
into their hands,
VHP International
chief Vishnu Hari
Daimia said his stand
was not binding
on the party if
it was in contrast
with its objective

L

amount to contempt of court as
was being made out,

According tor Mr Aggarwal’s
legal interpetation, this was
because pefther the site oof the dis-

THE HINDUST

any court,

The dispute before the
Allahabad High Court only relat-
ed to the title of the site where the

o
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(f confro?\lt Centre
\

. vl .
¢ construction on Govt-acquired land’

demolished Babri structure had
stood.

"The Central Government has
not been appointed as receiver of
the disputed area by any order of
the court in the said suits... The
property vests in the Central
Government only for managing
it," he said.

Pointing out that the land
around the disputed site belonged
to the Sri Ram Janmbhoomi Nyas
before it was acquired by the
Centre, Mr Aggarwal said it must
be returned to the Nyas.

The VHP leaders stated that
they had no expectations from the
court for resolving the issue. The
case had dragged on for the last
50 years and was likely to contin-
uc for many more years, they
felt.

The three-day Dharma Sansad
begins here tomorrow during
which top leaders and sants of
various Hindu sects will deliber-
ate the issue of temple work at
Ayodhya and fix a date to begin
the work. They may not publicly
announce it, .

Mr Dalmia said it would take
about two to three years to
complcte construgtion of the
temple. /)}p

——



VHP will ‘coerce’

i struction of the Ram temple.

(
(

|

KUMBH NAGAR, JAN. 18. Indicating its strategy over the
Ayodhya issue, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
today said it would convince or even ‘‘coerce” the
Vajpayee Government to give away the disputed
land acquired by the Centre in Ayodhya for con-

A \

On the eve of the ‘dharam sansag', conveﬂe \by
the parishad to fix a date for starting construction of

' the temple, the VHP leaders here said that to begin
" with the construction work would be taken up at the

‘shilanyas’ site in accordance with the programme
given by the dharmacharyas and the Government
would be persuaded to give the acquired land to the
Ram Janmabhoomi Trust so that the sanctum sanc-
torum of the proposed temple could be built there. If
the Government did not accept their demand, the
VHP leaders said they would ‘coerce’ it to do so
through protests and demonstrations.

Reacting to the Prime Minister, Mr A. B. Vaj-
payee’s recent remark that medieval wrongs could
not be righted by committing similar wrongs in the
present, the VHP president, Mr. Vishnu Hari Dalmia,
said, ‘‘the statement is not binding on us.”

3

‘Govt. on temple

Admitting that the VHP move to go ahead with the
construction of the temple could lead to confronta-
tion with the Government, Mr. Dalmia said, “we are
prepared for the worst.”

Akhara Parishad raps VHP

Meanwhile, the All-India Akhara Parishad (AIAP),
has said that it would have nothing to do with the
‘dharam sansad’ and warned that saints attending
the meeting would be ‘boycotted’.

Blasting the VHP for what it called “politicising
the temple issue’”’, the publicity secretary of the par-
ishad, Shree Mahant Govindanandji said, “the VHP
has no right to talk about temple issue since it is not
a party in this case.”" ¢ _ FOVS YYUR Y

The All-India Muslim Personal Law Board will
meet in New Delhi on January 21 to discuss ways
and means for countering the VHP’s plans.Maulana
Sajjad Nomani, the executive member of the board,
told UNI in Lucknow That apart from routine mat-
ters, the meeting would discuss steps to counter the
VHP move. — UNI, PTI -

et
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Vﬁ)payee s remarks & hlstory

By Asghar Ali Engineer y

ISTORIANS TELL us that for
every historical event there are
many narratives and they
choose any one of these in
keeping with their ideological predilec-
tion. No one can, however, be sure which
narrative is correct. The motivations of
human actors are very complex and
much more so those of the rulers. This
can best be illustrated with the state-
ments, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Beha-
ri Vajpayee, made recently about
Ramjanmabhoomi and Babri Masjid.

When the Opposition stalled Parlia-
ment proceedings demanding the resig-
nation of the Union Ministers
chargesheeted in the Babri Masjid demo-
lition case, Mr. Vajpayee made a state-
ment that construction a Ram temple at
the disputed site in Ayodhya was in
“keeping with the national sentiment”.
This drew the ire of even some of his NDA
allies. He then clarified that the Ayodhya
problem should be solved either through
dialogue or the court verdict. This si-
lenced his allies but did not satisfy them
as they were answerable to Muslims in
their States. They continued to convey
their concern about Mr. Vajpayee's state-
ment. The Opposition, of course, could
not be satisfied with such obfuscation on
the part of the Prime Minister.

When the Prime Minister went for a ho-
liday to Kumarakom in Kerala he issued
his ‘musings’ to the press. He took yet
another stand in his ‘musings’ about the
Ayodhya issue. He said his Government
would accept, and was constitutionally
bound to implement, the judiciary’s ver-
dict, whatever it might be. He also said
emphatically that the law would take its
own course should any organisation at-
tempt to disturb the status quo. What was
more, he categorically said that it was a
“flagrant violation of the law" to demol-
ish the ‘‘disputed mosque structure’
without waiting for the court verdict. He
went on to add that “the wrongs of the
past cannot be righted by a similar wrong
in modern times”.

Now the crucial question is which of his
statements should a future historian take
seriously? His earlier statement that
building of a Ram temple was in keeping

w1th the national sentiment? Or the one
in his ‘musings’? Naturally different his-
torians will choose to focus on one of
these statements depending on their view
of Mr. Vajpayee as a ‘Hindu fanatic’ or as
a 'liberal democrat’. A particular histor-
ical narrative is chosen depending on the
historian’s view of the person he/she is
writing about. Historical actors say or do
something under certain circumstances
and compulsions. What one says or does
is as important as why one says or does it.

there were five dlfferent and mutually
contradictory sources for reconstructing
the history of the temple which was raid-
ed by Mahmud Ghaznavi in 1026 A.D.
These sources, she painted out, were Tur-
ko-Persian literature, Jain texts, Sanskrit
records, British colonial writings and na-
tionalistic readings of the temple’s histo-
ry. Each of these sources, Dr. Thapar said,
highlighted the interests of the sections it
represented and thus arriving at hard and
fast conclusions based on any one of

History should not be used in the contemporary
context to promote hatred between communities.

Mr. Vajpayee made the above two con-
tradictory statements under different
compulsions. When the Sangh Parivar
put pressure on him and also the coming
elections in Uttar Pradesh bothered him
he made one statement. But when he saw
that his image as moderate took a severe
beating and his allies felt alienated, he
revised his statement and donned the
earlier mask again. A political actor can-
not ignore her/his compulsions while
saying or doing something. This is true of
all, historical actors, rulers and politic-
ians. Human behaviour is not determined
by ideals and religious beliefs alone. Its
main determinant is ‘interests’ and much
more so when it comes to a ruler or a
politician who has to reconcile contradic-
tory interests. Thus, history should not be
used in the contemporary context to pro-
mote hatred between communities.

If some temples were demolished by
Muslim rulers one should not draw the
conclusion that they did so solely on ac-
count of their hatred for Hindu religion
and ido! worship. It is for historians to
discuss the circumstances which led to
the demolitions for which there are differ-
ent narratives. An objective historian will
take all these narratives into account and
decide which is nearer the truth. Dr. Ro-
mila Thapar, for example, points out dif-
ferent narratives about the Somnath
temple. In a lecture, she cautioned people
against attempting a history of the Som-
nath temple with a black-and-white in-
terpretation of evidence. Dr. Thapar said

HINDLL

them alone was faulty. She also chal-
lenged the colonial reading of history that
the raid by Ghaznavi had cause a deep rift
between the two communities. Had the
raid traumatised the Hindu community,
she argued, the temple committee two
centuries after the event would not have
donated land to a Muslim trader to build
a mosque close to the temple.

Even Aurangzeb while demolishing
some temples has given jagirs (landed es-
tates), the records show, to many tem-
ples. While he demolished one Shiva
temple (where the Gyanvapi mosque was
built) in Varanasi he gave a jagir to anoth-
er Shiva temple (the Jangambadi shrine)
in the same city. He has issued firmans
giving such grants to other temples as far
away as Guwahati. Like our modern rul-
ers, the medieval monarchs also acted
under contradictory situations and politi-
cal compulsions. Such acts should not be
ascribed to those rulers’ hatred for
Hinduism and idol worship. Such a black
and white reading of history has done
enough damage to Hindu-Muslim ties

A historian from Hyderabad, Mr.
Ziauddin Shakeb, found that many tem-
ples in the Brindavan area such as Krish-
na Damodara and Govinda Deva had in
their cellars centuries-old copies of the
Koran and Mughal administrative docu-
ments in calligraphy dating from the time
of Babar. The documents relate to ‘the
land and financial aid given by Mughal
kings to the temples in Brindavan. The
religious books of the Muslims are kept

with great respect by the temple priests
and they are in good shape, says Mr.
Shakeb. More importantly, Mr. Shakeb
says that many Muslims leaving the
country at the time of Partition deposited
their documents including these scriptur-
es with the temples believing that they
will be safe there. Quoting the temple
priests, Mr. Shakeb says that the Islamic
heritage collection was handed over to
the temples by Muslims who were mi-
grating to Pakistan.

Today, history is being misused for po-
litical ends. History has become a power-
ful tool for some politicians. 1t is as
powerful as religion for inciting passions.
The Ayodhya controversy has been raging
for more than a decade and is still far
from being settled. It has incited religious
passions on both sides of the communal
divide. The BJP has come to power mainly
by using history for political ends. This
controversy is being revived with full
force once again in view of the coming
elections in Uttar Pradesh.

It is unfortunate that a section of the
educated middle class gets carried away
by these sentiments. It is high time we
used wisdom rather than emotions to re-
solve the controversy. The Sangh Parivar
has developed strong vested interests in
keeping the controversy alive not only for
political purpose but also as a powerful
tool for religious revival. Religious revival
benefits the VHP sadhus by helping them
retain their hold over powerful sections of
the Hindu community and brings them
undreamt of financial resources. But it is
as detrimental to the national interest as
it is beneficial to the VHP leaders. It is for
the people of India to decide which in-
terests are dearer to them, the national
interest or the interests of a tew religious
fanatics. The judiciary should also play its
part by expediting its verdict. It it is not
any individual but the entire nation
which is paying the price. The court ver-
dict also may not ultimately solve the
problem as the Parivar will reject it if it
goes against them. So, some fair-minded
Hindus and Muslims should come to-
gether to find a solution in a spirit of give
and take and aliow the nation to concen-
trate on real issues.



‘Sikhism, a separate religion’ Y

of the delegation that deposed before the Minorié

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh today officially recognised Sikhism as a “‘sep-
arate religion’ and Sikhs as having a “‘separate iden-
tity”” from Hindus.

The RSS view, placed before a meeting of the Mi-
norities Commission here, represents a total retract-
ment of the earlier stance that Sikhism, Jainism and
Buddhism were branches of Hinduism, a view put in
print by old RSS “gurus” such as Golwalkar.

The decision to close this chapter comes after
widespread resentment among the Sikhs and the
Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee,
which had objected to attempts by RSS workers in
Punjab to subsume Sikhism. Whatever the history of
the birth of Sikhism, clearly, the Sikhs were not
amused by the RSS trying to portray their religion as
only a branch or an offshoot of Hinduism.

In Punjab, RSS workers had tried to get all temples
to keep the Guru Granth Sahib and wanted gurud-
waras to reciprocate by allowing prayers to Hindu
gods.

They had also tried to enlist Sikh youth as
swayamsevaks.

Mr. M. G. Vaidya, RSS spokesperson and member

Commission, Jater said: “The RSS has a firm belief in
the plurality of religions, denying the distinctiveness
of different religions goes against the very grain of
the RSS, and we appreciate the diversity of reli-
gions.” “If we deny the diversity we will cease to be

Hindus.” 'Y\l'j” g
\

“We stressed on unity, not uniformity,” he noted,
though the RSS Sarsanghchalak’s call to Muslims
and Christians recently at Agra to “join the national
mainstream’’ was seen as a desire to see them merge
their identities with the majority Hindus.

Mr. Vaidya said that it was during the RSS mass
contact programme that he met Mr. Tarlochan
Singh, vice-chairman of the Commission, and when
asked he had said that there would be no problem
for him to meet the full Commission. Today after a
discussion of about 90 minutes with the Commis-
sion, the RSS agreed to make public its view that
Sikhism had a distinct identity separate from
Hinduism. Mr. Vaidya hoped the air would be clear-
ed now and the “'wrong notions” stand corrected.
Next month an RSS delegation will meet the Com-
mission to clarify its views on Christianity and con-
versions.

Konul




By Our Special Correspondent RD/

LUCKNOW, JAN. 13. The much-publicised meet-
ing called by the Bharatiya Janata Party MP
and Bajrang Dal leader, Mr. Vinay Katiyar, to
solve the Ayodhya dispute today took off with-
out Mr. Mohammed Hashim Ansari, first pet-
itioner in the Babri Masjid case. However, a
group of Muslims, including some Imams of
local mosques in Faizabad district, turned up
at the State Guest House here, venue of the
talks.

Later, Mr. Katiyar told presspersons that to-
day’s talks were preliminary and the two sides
expressed their determination to find a solu-
tion to the problem at the local level. The next
round of talks would be held in the first week
of March, he added.

Those who took part in the talks included
Haji Sagir Ahmed Siddiqui, Imam of Bhagwa-
mir mosque, Syed Tauheed Asharafi Asharaf,
Imam of Pure Kamgar, Mr. Mohammed Meer,
Pradhan of Hainsi village, and some other vil-
lage-level Muslim leaders little known in the
context of the Babri Masjid dispute.

Mr. Katiyar, however, did not give much im-
portance to the fact that known minority lead-
ers were absent from his talks. The leaders
from Lucknow and Dethi had a little role to
play as the dispute affected mostly the people
of Ayodhya and Faizabad. Mr. Katiyar’s ver-

ion was supported by those who had come

mdu Muslim leaders meet on Ayodhya

/VM \/‘b’\ﬂk,y, 3

The BJP MP, Mr. Vinay Katiyar, holding talks with Ayodhya Muslims for an amicable
settlement of the Ram Janmabhoomi issue in Lucknow on Saturday.

from Faizabad and some present at the press
conference.

Asked if they were ready to forgo the
mosque, Haji Sagir Ahmed said he wanted
both the temple and the mosque. Mr. Kati-

yar said y Muslims had not even seen the
M«a. He pleaded that those who

wanted to have a look at the place should be
allowed to do so.

He said Muslim leaders playing politics on
the temple issue had tried to sabotage the

talks but more thayoMu:ﬁ/ms had attended
the meeting.
(Y /
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/ Negoti

O AMOUNT of recrimingtion

or explanation can mitigate the

damage caused by Mr. Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee’s intemperate,
partisan, communal but authoritative
pronouncement on building a temple on
the site of the desecrated Babri Masjid.
He did more than set a cat amongst the
pigeons. He emboldened communal
Hindu forces to harden their stand. Just
as the call for “‘kar seva” led to the demo-
lition of the Masjid in 1992, Mr. Vaj-
payee’s statement was a political call to
construct the temple at all costs. The par-
liamentary debate may be over, but the
menace remains.

Although the call for negotiated settle-
ment comes from some of the parties in
the case, it has resulted in both an exer-
cise in kite flying and a show of strength
to tell the Muslim community that they
must back down in response to what Mr.
Vajpayee’s calls the ‘national sentiment’
to build the temple. But, other than yield-
ing to the demand to construct the tem-
ple, what is there to negotiate? Negotiated
settlements must be made in a non-co-
ercive atmosphere, by free and willing
parties anxious to do justice to each oth-
er. It is difficult to believe that a negotia-
tion ‘can take place in conditions of shrill
hostility in which politically motivated
groups have not only declared the inevi-
tability of building the temple, but started
sending the pillars and artifacts on their
way to Ayodhya.

Earlier, there had been two attempts at
negotiation. The first negotiation took
place between December 4, 1991, and
February 1992 between the Babri Maspd
Action Committee (BMAC) and the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP) in the presence
of a Union Minister (Mr. Subodh Kant)
and the Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh
(Mr. Mulayam Singh), Rajasthan (Mr. B.
S. Shekawat) and Maharashtra (Mr. Sha-
rad Pawar). The BMAC took a very concil-
iatory stance and agreed to an exchange
of historical documents. The object of
this was to ensure that the VHP case on
Babri Masjid was genuine and not moti-
vated by political vendetta in the form of
a historical revenge against Muslims. If
the real purpose of the temple campaign

N./

q" M‘o“ﬂyodhya has now been brought to a state of

irresponsible and frenzied mal-excitement. It
cannot be negotiated in this way in this climate.

was vendetta, no Muslim or other reli-
gious site could ever be safe from the ava-
lanche of hate. So, the BMAC agreed that
if the genuineness and historicity of the
claim could be established, they would
back down because, as Mr. Jilani put it,
Lord Ram was held in the highest esteem
by Muslims. The two focal questions were
whether (a) the exact spot of the Babri
Masjid was in fact the Ramjanmabhoomi
(birthplace of Lord Rama) and (b) wheth-

er an existing temple was

judicial dispute. Before the Supreme
Court in 1995, the ‘secular’ lawyers were
able to show that in the first set of suits
filed by Gopal Visharad (No. 2 of 1950),
Param Hans Ram Chandra Das (suit 25 of
1959) and Nirmohi Akhara (Suit 26 of
1959), there was no mention of a temple
being destroyed. In fact, the later empha-
sis in Shri Gopal’s statement in reply to
the Sunni Waqf Board case (No. 12 of
1961) was on showing that the Muslims

were never in pOSSCSSlOﬂ,

actually  destroyed

to | AW AND SOCIETY and, no battle took place

build the Babri Masjid.

The BMAC reiterated its stance in a letter
of January 25, 1991, but expressed sur-
prise that the VHP did not want to discuss
the Ramjanmabhoomi question at all.
The negotiations broke dewn.

The second negotiation through the
then Prime Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha
Rao, began with the then Union Home
Minister, Mr. S. B. Chavan, writing a letter
on September 27, 1992, to the previous
negotiating parties. The atmosphere was
tense. Kar seva was in flow. The Union’s
half- hearted attempt to stop the kar seva
on July 23, 1992, had failed. The Supreme
Court’s cautjionary orders fell on deaf
ears. A terrorising battle situation had
been created. On October 2, 1992, the
BMAC reiterated its earlier stance and ex-
pressed dismay at the situation. A meet-
ing took place on October 3, 1992. Some
exchanges took place whilst the kar seva
continued menacingly. By November 8,
1992, the BMAC reiterated its earlier
stance on the two focal questions of Ram-
janmabhoomi and proof of destruction of
the temple. But, it also warned that it
could not participate in any further dis-
cussions if the kar seva was not stopped.
The kar seva did not stop. The mosque
was razed to the ground. All this is rele-
vant for the year 2001. Unless the call for
construction in February 2001 is with-
drawn, no negotiations are possible.

The negotiations can be linked to the

in Ayodhya. In the state-

ment of the Nirmohi Akhara in the same
case, a similar denial was made that the
Masjid was built by Emperor Babar. The
‘demolition’ theory was first alleged by
Shri Dharam Das in his Written State-
ment to the Sunni Waqf Board in Decem-
ber 1989, even though his predecessor
had stuck to the view that there was no
battle in Ayodhya and no Masjid was built
by Babar. The demolition theory was fui-
ther fortified in Justice Deoki Nandan'’s
suit on behalf of Bhagwan Sri Ram (Suit
No. 236 of 1989).

All this is important to understanding
the somewhat courageous stance taken
by the BMAC even at the risk of alienating
some voices within the Muslim commur-
nity. The crux of the issue was whether
the claim was genuine or just one that
had been trumped up from time to time
over the decades as part of local, regional
and national politics.

The issue was serious because if the
logic of the claim was conceded similar
claims could be made for other mosques.
Indeed, in 1947-48, the then Prime Minis-
ter, Jawaharlal Nehru’s papers show how
he quashed takeovers of mosques in Del-
hi. Much more menacing was the thought
that the real purpose behind the Mandir
movement was (a) the acquisition of
property for religious leaders, (b) to set a
precedent for historical revenge against
the Muslims by whatever tactics; (c) the

ating Ayodhya

By Rajeev Dhavan

terrorising of Muslims to induce a sense
of guilt and non-belonging in them as
part of the politics of post-Partition (d) to
undermine Indian secularism and (e) to
gain political mileage to brmg the BJP and
its allies in power. If there is any doubt
about all this, we just have to note the
vituperative tone of the BJP’s White Paper
of 1993 on the broad issue of historical
revenge.

Ayodhya has now been brought to a
state of irresponsible and frenzied mal-
excitement in 2001. It cannot be negotiat-
ed in this way in this climate. If genuine
negotiations are to take place, certain pa-
rameters have to be set. Firstly, all con-
cerned — led by the BJP-led Government
— must declare that the re-construction
plans and their implementation must be
brought to a grinding halt. Today, the
Government is accommodatingly silent.
Second, the negotiation cannot be be-
tween two litigants but the various repre-
sentative parties in the secular presence
of others. Third, a starting point of the
negotiations must be the genuineness of
the ‘nativity’ and ‘destruction’ claims
which were the focus of the first negotia-
tions in 1990-91. Fourth, it must be de-
clared by all concerned that this is a
one-off discussion and not a precedent
for discussions on other sites. Fifth, it
should be categorically stated that no at-
tempts will be made to question or de-
stroy any other site of any other temple
and the status quo as on August 15, 1947,
will be preserved. Sixth, due credence
must be given to the view that if no con-
clusion is reached, neither a temple nor a
masjid will be reconstructed on this site
but will be relocated nearby while the dis-
puted area would become a secular site to
celebrate Indian secularism'’s respect for
all faiths.

We are now heirs to the 21st century. It
is time to set aside the parameters of his-
torical revenge which have so far animat-
ed the so- called Ayodhya temple
movement, and to look to Indian secular-
ism to provide an enduring secular solu-
tion for India which is the most varied
and culturally rich civilisation state in the
world.
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New Delhi, Jan. 10: The VHP
today granted a reprieve to the

{ Centre and the Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment by announcing that the
construction of the Ram temple
had been put off until 2002.

It had earlier threatened to
begin construction immediately
after the Allahabad dharam
sansad ended.

The parishad’s leaders said
they had requested the sadhus
and sants, who officially constit-
ute the Ram Mandir Nirman Sam-
iti, to give them a year’s time to
“create the right ambience” be-

fore construction of the templeon .

the disputed site could begin.

In the process, the AtaiBﬂm‘l’ " mels

Vajpayee government seems to
have bought time to either clinch

the dls te through a negotiated
settlement with Muslim represen-
tatives or await the court verdict.

VHP joint general-secretary
Onkar Bhave denied that his out-
fit had done a somersault on the
issue. “We never said we will an-
nounce the date of construction
(at the dharam sansad on January
19, 20 and 21),” he said. “We have
requested the sadhus and sants
that we need a year’s time to awak-
en the hearts and minds of the
Hindu samaj which seem to be in
deep slumber. We are sure they
will grant our request and not ask
us to do anything in haste.”

The cllmbdown indlcates that

BJP sources heaved a sigh o
relief at the decision. “If they had
gone ahead and announced a date
for construction this year itself,
the Uttar Pradesh government
would have had a major law and
order problem on its hands, not to
speak of the Centre,” sources said.

The Assembly’s tenure ends in
October. But the BJP government
hopes to postpone polls till March
2002 by using the legal complexi-
ties arising out of the fact that the
House was kept in suspended ani-
mation for nearly six months after
results were announced in 1996.

The VHP’s turnaround means
that not only will the Uttar Pra-

id; - .desh government be spared the
h . threat of instability, it would also
gvethepaz‘ty*enoughumeto test " ¢ :
pledge to buud the tegnpxe on the

- the waters vis-a-vis the temple
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ers have staunchly advocated re-
viving the “temple card” to count-
er anti-incumbency sentiments.
“It may work to our advantage
or it may not. But we need at least
a year to test this out,” BJP sour-
ces said, confirming the percep-
tion that the VHP’s decision was
influenced largely by the impulse
not to rock the Vajpayee boat.
However, for the record, VHP
vice-president Acharya Giriraj
Kishore denied this. “If the sadhu
samaj orders us to begin construc-
tion tomorrow, we will obey th-
em,” he said. Asked how the VHP
planned to raise the popular pitch
on the temple issue, Kishore said:
“Kar sevaks will T: three
lakh villages and ¥t Hindus to

disputed si

By
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NOT A CREDIBLE EXERCISE o\

THE ATTEMPT BY a hardcore Sangh Parivar
functionary, Mr. Vinay Katiyar, to start a dialogue
on the Ayodhya temnple issue has understanda-
bly, and quite legitimately, met with stiff resist-
ance from those sections of the Muslim
community that are directly involved in the dis-
pute. The seemingly individualist initiative, for
which Mr. Katiyar had apparently enlisted the
support of Mr. Hashim Ansari (a litigant in the
Mandir-Masjid case) from the other side, was in
fact a trial balloon of sorts aimed at buying time
or projecting a facade of ‘conciliation’, even as
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad was pushing ahead
with the temple construction project. Presum-
ably, the inspiration for the ‘dialogue’ idea came
from the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-

payee’s ‘Kumarakom musings’ wherein he haq

said the judicial route and the negotiations op-
tion were not mutually exclusive, but were in fact
complementary to each other. Eminently sensi-
ble as that proposition might sound on paper,
any talk of negotiations will not only lack cred-
ibility but will appear devious, given the VHP’s
very high stakes in putting up the Ram temple at
the disputed site and the sort of momentum the
preliminary construction work has picked up.

Whatever potential the negotiations route
might have had as a way of settling the vexed
Ayodhya dispute has entirely dissipated in the
post-Masjid demolition context; the outrageous
act of pulling down of the structure on that fate-
ful December 6, 1992, had brought about a fun-
damental, qualitative change in the situation.
And, worse, the option stood utterly discredited
when the P. V. Narasimha Rao Government en-
couraged the two communal groups, the VHP
and the Babri Masjid Action Committee, to en-
gage themselves in an exercise based on highly
questionable parameters, aside from the fact that
the process gave recognition and authority to
these groups to speak and decide on behalf of
their respective communities. The dialogue, in-
tended for an exchange of archaeological evi-
dence on whether or not a temple pre-existed the

mosque (since demolished), in a way sought to
legitimmise the unreasonable stance of the Sangh
Parivar and was premised on a totally unwarrant-
ed concession to its revanchist frenzy. No de-
mocracy anchored to secular and pluralist
principles can afford to ignore the dangerous
consequences of allowing fanatic communal
groups to get away with their attempts to dvenge
what they perceive as historical ‘wrongs’ gnd
thereby helping them gain political space and
credibility. It is noteworthy that the ‘pre-exist-
ence’ theory as a basis for dispute settlement
ceased to be canvassed with any degree of seri-
ousness after the Supreme Court’s decision re-
turning th\i,Presidential reference on the subject.
~N
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/~"In any search for a fair sojution to the Ayod-
hya tangle, the bottomline to be recognised is the
necessary reparation that is called for in the con-
text of the injustice done to the\Muslim commu-
nity when the Babri Masjid was razed to the
ground eight years ago — an act of national
shame. And this logically points to a restoration
of the status quo ante. As things stand, however,
there is a political consensus nationwide — ex-
cluding of course the segments constituting com-
munal chauvinists — that the judicial verdict
(which is awaited) should be accepted as the final
word by all sides. For his part, Mr. Vajpayee has,
in a faintly-concealed retraction from his contro-
versial statements backing the ‘temple at the dis-
puted site’ line, committed his regime to
maintaining the status quo in Ayodhya and ac-
cepting the judicial verdict, “whatever it might
be”. However, with the Hindutva elements work-
ing overtime to use the Maha Kumbh mela in
Allahabad for whipping up communal frenzy on
the temple issue and the drummed up prospect
of a firm date for construction of the temple be-
ing announced on the occasion, it is Mr. Vaj-
payee’s assurance on maintaining the status quo
in Ayodhya and his warning against any attempt
to disturb it that will be subject to a litmus test in -

the immedite context. p

1 HINDU

q

(A

51

ah




VHP Babri

(v

panel

toughen stance

o9 WM\W

on temple issue

The Times of india News Service

LUCKNOW: Vishwa Hindu
Parishad president Ashok Singhal
said on Sunday that the ‘dharam
sansad’” of saints would announce a
date for the commencement of the
construction of a Ram temple at
Avodhya on January 21,

On the other hand, convener of
the All-India Babri Masjid Action
Committee  Zafaryab  Jilani
warned that Muslims will physical-
lv resist any attempt by the VHP to
construct

1t appears that the VHP chief
has turned down the Prime
Minister’s appeal to reconsider his
decision to announce the date for
starting the construction of the
temple as Mr Singhal said there
would be a change of fortunes for
the BJP after the Kumbh Mela.

The Prime Minister had said he
was unable to construct the temple
as he did not enjoy the requisite
majority. Mr Singhal said. “The
Kumbh has come at an opportune
moment for Mr Vajpayee. Hindus

the will have to
temple without MANDIR MATTERS think  about

a court order,
setting both the
organisations

# Saints will lay down the guidelines
€ ‘Ram jap’, ‘Ram yagya’ to begin in

constructing
the  temple,
which, in turn,

on an apparent | 8very village will - help the
collision OB_MAc urges courts to settle BJP political-
course. He cau- dispute within a year ly,” he said.

tioned that the
confrontation
could be blood-

€ Forgo claim on Ayodhya to boost
friendship, Singhal tells Muslims

Mr Singhal
also said that
the VHP was

ier than the 1992 riots.

Asserting that “the temple
would be constructed according to
the guidelines of the saints”, Mr
Singhal said. “This Maha Kumbh
will chart out a new political histo-
ry” for India. He added that it
might even lead to a “political
change”. as if suggesting that the
! VHP would go ahead with its plan
. even if it had to sacrifice the BJP-
. led government at the Centre as
. well as those in the states.

“The decision has been taken to
coastruct the Ram temple,” he said
while delivering a lecture after the
release of a magazine on the Maha
Kumbh. “A sufficient number of
pillars have been engraved to con-
struct the first floor of the pro-
posed temple. We only need the
green signal from the saints—
which we will get in this year’s
Kumbh.” he said.

The Kumbh Mela has always
been important for Hindus, Mr
Singhal said. During the last
Kumbh, saints had called for ‘shi-
lanayas’. which ultimately led to
the demolition of the Babri masjid
on December 6, 1992, This year the
sadhus would call tor the construc-
tion of the temple and their wish
will be fulfilled, he said.

Mr Singhal said that this work
required mobilisation of the mass-
es.and to ensure that "Ram japs’
and ‘Ram vagnas’ would be organ-
1sed in every village across the

would continue till

country. v i i
the copstfuction started, he added.

not averse to holding talks with
Muslims leaders on the issue even
though similar exercises in the past
had not yielded results. He felt that
if talks were held again, the
chances of failure would be .far
greater. He urged Muslims to
forgo their claim on Ayodhya and
said that in doing so they would
give Hindu-Muslim friendship a
boost.

Even as the VHP chief talked
about constructing the temple, Mr
Jilani warned of a confrontation
which could be bloodier than the
1992 riots. Speaking to the press
after a meeting of the state unit of
the BMAC convened to take stock
of the current developments, Mr
Jilani said if the VHP forcibly con-
structed the temple, the BMAC
would not appeal to Muslims for
peace. The Centre andithe states
would be responsible for any trou-
ble that followed, he added.

“Muslims had been cheated by
the then state and Central govern-
ments in 1992, but we will not
allow this to happen again,” Mohd
Azam Khan, Rajya Sabha MP of
the Samajwadi Party and BMAC
member said.

The BMAC appealed to all secu-
lar parties within the NDA govern-
ment. like the TDP. the Trinamul
Congress and the DMK, who have
the backing of Muslims in their
respective states, to dissuade the
Sangh Parivar from taking this
confrontationist course.

P See Edit: Temple Tactics, Page 10
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~Ayodhya talks proposal runs aground

AYODHYA, JAN. 6. Attempts to initiate a ‘Hindu-
Muslim dialogue’ on the Babri Masjid dispute
ran aground today with the main players
modifying their statements. While the main
appellant in the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid case, Haji Mohammad Hashim Ansari,
denied that there was any proposal for talks
with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad or any other
organisation to resolve the Ayodhya dispute,
the senior VHP leader, Acharya Giriraj Kish-
ore, said he would not attend the meeting of
Hindu and Muslim leaders at Lucknow on Ja-
nuary 13. UK Y

Mr. Kishore, in fact, said thé construc
a Ram temple would proceed in accordance
with the programme to be announced by the
Dharam Sansad during the Kumbh Mela in
Allahabad.

Mr. Ansari said such an important issue, in-
volving Muslims and Hindus, could not be re-
solved through individual efforts and it would
require a broader spectrum and forum. He
said though the BJP’s Faizabad MP, Mr. Vinay
Katiyar, was in touch with him informally, no
concrete proposal had emerged.

Mr. Ansari said the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, the VHP leaders, including its presi-
dent, Mr. Ashok Singhal, and the BJP presi-
dent, Mr. Bangaru Laxman, had expressed
divergent views on the issue sending confus-

ing signals to the people.He said there were
many constraints including personal and se-
curity problems for him to indulge in such
talks.

Mr. Kishore said though he would be pre-
sent at Lucknow on January 13, he would not
attend the meeting. ‘“The question of joining
the talks would arise only if there is a hope
that the meeting would yield a positive re-
sult.” @ bNV\

Senior leaders of the VHP and the Bajrang
Dal, including Mr. Ashok Singhal, Mr. Kishore,
Mr. Praveen Jain.and Mr. Surendra Jain, held a
meeting Delhi to discuss various issues, in-
cluding the proposed talks with Muslim lead-
ers. The Bajrang Dal convener, Mr. Surendra
Jain, said the Lucknow meeting had not been
convened by the VHP or the Dal. It was the
result of the personal initiative of Mr. Vinay
Katiyar. “While we are not opposed to any
positive outcome of the meeting and will wel-
come it, none of our leaders would attend the
meeting.” — PTI, UNI

Shahbuddin rejects move
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 6. The convener of the Babri
Masjid Movement Coordination Committee
(BMMCC), Syed Shahbuddin, today said the

Ayodhya question was a national issue and
“could not be negotiated by a few individuals
who couid be bought”. He termed the efforts
at dialogue “an obfuscation campaign that
will not succeed”.

Ruling out the possibility of the BMMCC
participating in the VHP-sponsored talks, Mr.
Shahbuddin said the community had decided
in 1993 that the only recognised body which
could deal with the issue on behalf of the Mus-
lims was the All-India Personal Law Board.
The VHP’s attempts to secure the services of
‘‘some non-entities to sign on the dotted line
will have no legal or moral sanctity”.

The Imam of the Delhi Jama Masjid, Mr.
Ahmad Bukhari, echoed his view. “There is no
question of any negotiations under the pre-
sent circumstances; not one of us will partici-
pate.” If the Sangh Parivar was “willing to
return the mosque it had demolished, I may
consider talking to them about it."”

The BJP welcomed the idea. “'If negotiations
start, they are welcome to the extent it goes,”
said Mr. Jana Krishnamurthy, vice-president.

In Lucknow, Mr. Zafaryab Jilani, convener,
All-India Babri Masjid Action Committee, dis-
owned the proposed talks between Mr. Kati-
yar and Mr. Ansari, saying the AIBMAC would
boycott any such move.

ey
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boycotts, BJP dissociates
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HE proposed talks on Ayo-

dhya suffered an initial set-

back following the Babri
Masjid  Action  Committee
(BMAC) announcement to boy-
cott them even as the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad said construction
of the Ram temple could take
place only after March. In another
interesting twist, however, a report
from Delhi said the Bharatiya
Janata Party dissociated itself from
former Bajrang Dal president and
BJP MP from Faizabad Vinay
Katiyar’s initiative to organise a
meeting of Hindu and Muslims
leaders to resolve the Ayodhya is-
sue.

Party spokesman K Jana Krish-
namurthy reiterated that the party
would go by the court verdict on the
issue. "Katiyar is doing it as an indi-
vidual and in hisbehalf. Party is not
taking any interest in it,” he said.

Krishnamurthy however
added that any amicable solution
to the Ayodhya imbroglio would
be welcome.

BMAC state convener Za-

faryab Jilani told UNI that the
committee would not participate
in the talks and added they would
take place only when the level of
the negotiation team was decided.

He dismissed bajrang Dal
leader Vinay Katiyar’s statement
that the all imporatant meeting be-
tween the two parties would take
place on Jauary 13 after he had re-
portedly spoken to Mohammad
Hashim Ansari, one of the litigants
in the Ayodhya case.

“What transpired between
Katiyar and Ansari was part of
their ‘private talks’ and had no ba-
sis, he added.

Both of them were close
friends and whatever they said was
out of friendship, Jilani said and
added Ansari had no right to par-
ticipate in the talks as he was just a
litigant.

Jilani said the BMAC would
meet tomorrow in Lucknow to de-
cide the future course of action.

He sought to challenge the
VHP which according to him was
seeking pretext to defer the an-
nouncement of date for com-

mencement of construction of the. .
Ram temple in Ayodhya.

N

WWJP | VHP defers construction till March

Earlier, the VHP had an-
nounced to decide the date of

commencement of construction of

the the Ram temple during the
Mahakumbh in Allahabad.

Jilani criticised the VHP for us-
ing Ansari through Katiyar as and
when it wants, Earlier also, Ansari

had spoken to Katiyar but that had |
failed to yield any results, he !

added.

He said the nation wanted
peaceful solution of the Ayodhya
problem. The BJP and the Hindu
organisations attached to it should
show their resolve to end the im-
passe, Jilani added.

“If they are serious, they should
display concerned efforts,” he said.

Jilani said he had spoken to
Salauiddin obaisi and other
BMAC leaders about January 13
talks but all of them were of the
opinion that Katiyar’s statement
had nomeaning,

He expressed satisfaction that
the VHP wanted to defer the date
of construction of temple. “It could
be bacause the VHP is indulging in
its face saving device but overail
gain wouldbe of the countxy ” Ji-
laniadden, -
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" Snubbed Sangh) /
~ Parivar awaits

Jan. 13 deadli

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The Sangh Parivar
has asserted that its efforts to con-
struct a Ram temple at Ayodhya
will continue, the outcome of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s talks
with the original plaintiff in the
Babri masjid

Mela, sources suggest. For, to

announce the date would be to

embarrass the government or even
create a stir among the NDA part-
ners. So, some in the parivar find it
prudent to wait for an out-of-court
settlement before embarking on
the temple con-

)
case at Lucknow struction. Earlier,
on January 13 P TEMPLE TROUBLE  Bad Saturday,

notwithstanding.

This change in
the parivar’s
stance  follows
the rebuff it
received  from
leading Muslim
organisations on .
the January 13 .

@ Muslim bodies reject talks with

major  Muslim
bodies rejected
talks with any
organisation
affiliated to the
Sangh Parivar, a
day after the pro-
; M| posal was moot-
ed. While the All-

talks.  Bajran India Babri
Dal conv]eno% VHP affiliates . . ¥ Masjid Action
: -~ 1 ® Temple construction will begin :
Surinder  Jain. g , Committee
who arrived in after March: VHP chief (AIBMAC)
Delhi on 1@ Only court can resolve the termed the VHP
Saturday, said | ISSue: Convener of the AIBMAC } “unreliable and

efforts for temple
construction would begin should
the VHP Dharam Sansad at
Allahabad announce a date for it.

That sets a deadline for the
interlocutors of the January 13
meeting who, Mr Jain indicated,
have just over a week to hammer
out an agreement before the
Dharma Sansad meeting.

Mr Jain, who said that he too had
had talks with Muslim leaders ear-
lier, was not optimistic about
Bajrang Dal leader Vinay
Katiyar’s scheduled January 13
meeting with Mohammed Hashim
Ansari, the original petitioner in
the Ayodhya case. “Nothing much
will come out of it,” he said.

Interestingly, VHP chief Ashok
Singhal said in Himachal Pradesh
that temple construction would
begin after March.

To balance Mr Katiyar’s peace
initiative with a hardline stance
seems to be the new VHP strategy.
The parivar is keeping its options
open on Ayodhya and may not
declare a date for the commence-
ment of the temple’s construction
during the Allahabad Kumbh

untrustworthy”’,
the Babri Masjid Movement Co-
ordination Committee (BMMCC)
said, “The Muslim Personal Law
Board is the only competent body
to negotiate the issue.”

The convenor of the AIBMAC,
Zafaryab Zilani, said, “Only the
court can resolve this issue.
Bipartite talks cannot solve it.”” Mr
Zilani also questioned the creden-
tials of Mohd Hashim Ansari, with
whom a VHP delegation is expect-
ed to hold talks in Lucknow on
January 13.

Mr Ansan had filed a suit in#
1961 on behalf of the Sunni Waqf
Board for the title of the disputed
site. Mr Jilani said that Mr Ansari
had no backing from the Muslim
community. “Mr Ansari is just a
convenor of the BMAC’s Ayodhya
unit and even local Muslims are
not with him.” he said.

The AIBMAC had decided way
back in 1993 that it would not
enter into any negotiations with
the Sangh Parivar on the isspe. A
meeting of the AIB ill be
held on Sunday to di the lat
est developments.
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VY
TAKE,SEN SERIOUSLY!
But ceftainly not the ICHR Chairman. i,

F course, Professor Amartya Sen is not a histor}hﬁ, but

this was known before he was invited to open the Indian
History Congress in Calcutta. He was invited for his high
intellect and accomplishments. As a man of wide-ranging
interests and a rare commitment to certain forms of social
and political transformation, there can be no doubt that his
knowledge of the history of his own country qualifies him to
address a congress of historians. We take him seriously, more
seriously than we do the Chairman of the Indian Council of
Historical Research, BR Grover or his sister who says
“British authors have testified to the existence of the temple
at the the site”. Grover goes on to say that he does not “agree
with politicians passing a verdict”, obviously referring to
Jyoti Basu and Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, which is all right
with us. But then his sister goes on to defend “this
government” on whom “the onus for the demolition of the
Babri Masjid cannot be (placed) as the controversy existed
even during British rule”, which is political reasoning of a
kind we find difficult to fathom, unless she is trying to say
that the Sangh Parivar did not initiate the quarrel. An acute
example of arguing from the conclusion to the premise!

That Grover has an agenda to push, an agenda that is not
only ideological but very obviously backed by the dominant
party in Delhi, has been clear for quite some time. The
executive council of the ICHR was literally purged in June
1998 and reconstituted with those directly involved in
inventing and pushing an historical basis for the
Ramjanmabhoomi movement. Their effort is to ensure that
state-funded writing of history serves to propagate politically
useful mythologies in preference to a rational and objective
understanding of the past. As Patrick French, the British
historian, said earlier this year, “what was political by default
(under the Leftists) is now deliberately political”. This may be
due to the fact that the progress of education among the
masses, especially in North India, has brought about a
rudimentary historical awareness of which Ayodhya and the
rise of the BJP to political pre-eminence are primary
expressions. What is of concern is that this awareness is
trying, through people like Grover, to make claims on history
as a serious academic discipline and push quack archaeology
for real. This is what Professor Sen meant when he said that
the Ramayana had been converted from an epic into a
historical document to be read literally. And Professor Sen is
right. Which is why, having invited him, the organisers could
not stomach what he had to say.
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hold talks next \Week

First step

consensus

3

FROMOUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

; New Delhi, Jan. 5: For the first
time since the demolition of
the Babri mosque eight years
ago, Hindus and Muslims have
agreed to sit at the negotiating
table to try and resolve the Ayod-
hya dispute.

The talks are expected to take
place on January 13 in Lucknow.
The principal representatives are
the Faizabad MP and former Ba-
jrang Dal chief, Vinay Katiyar,
and Mohammad Hashim Ansari,
the main litigant on behalf of the
i Muslim Wagf Board in the title
deed cases over the disputed site
* in Ayodhya.

A senior Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) leader said
lawyers from both sides are also
expected to be at the meeting,
which has the Centre’s go-ahead.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee had expressed his

| the digpute on the floor of the
House and in his recent Ku-
marakom musings. The Lucknow
meeting seems to be the first step
in this direction.

However, the All India Babri
Masjid Action Committee, the
main body representing Muslims
in the mandir-masjid dispute, is
not likely to participate in the
talks. The committee is meeting
in Lucknow on Sunday to discuss
the Ayodhya developments in
the context of Vajpayee’s state-
ments as well as the VHP’s forth-
coming dharam sansad which is

expected to ar] nounce aschedule
for the temple fonstruction.

VHP sourcps said efforts may
be made at the meeting to per-
suade Ansari to withdraw the
legal cases and clear the way for
acquisitionof a portmaﬂ ﬁiﬂdis
puted site for the Ramjdntiabhoo-
mi Nyas or trust which looks after
matters related to the proposed
Ram temple. )

“If Ansari withdraws the
cases, the ill-will between the two
communities will reduce vastly
and at least the path to a mutual
settlement will become visible,”
said sources.

Asked if the VHP was opti-

_mistic of a concrete outcome, the
sources said:

“We are not too
hopeful, but at least we can put the

" ball in the Muslims’ co

v

Ansari and Katiyar were quot-
ed by agencies as having said in
Faizabad that if negotiations
could be started on Kashmir, the

keenness. ... two sides in the Ayodhya dlgpute
on an out-of-court seffment of

could also hald talks, .

Asked what he weuld do if the
Babri Committee refused to ac-
cept Katiyar’s proposal, Ansari
replied: “I have fixed the date for
the talks and, if required, I will
talk alone because it is an issue
concerning Ayodhya.”

The court case over the disput-
ed land is being heard for the past
39 years and so far only 14 wit-
nesses have been examined.

Of late, the BJP has been say-
ing that since the legal tangle is so
complex, the option of a negotiat-

ed settlement is far more “ ble
and practicable”.




FROM PRANA HARMA

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The US is
concerned about the attacks on
Christians and the intolerance
towards religious minorities in
the country.

Visiting Republican Senator
Arlen Specter raised the issue
with senior Indian officials
today and asked what steps were
being taken to end the attacks.
Foreign secretary Lalit Mans-
ingh was among the officials
Specter met.

The Senator is scheduled to
meet Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and foreign minister
Jaswant Singh tomorrow. He
said he would like to discuss the
issue with the Indian leadership.
In an article yesterday, Vajpayee
had expressed concern over the
growing intolerance in the coun-

Specter, who is on his fifth
visit to the region, will leave for
Islamabad on Friday. Pre-
dictably, Indo-Pakistan rela-
tions is another key item on his
agenda.

The Senator indicated that
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) was not a dead
issue and is likely to be revived,
though not immediately, by the
Republican government.

He stressed that despite seri-
ous opposition to the verification
aspect of the treaty, one should
not underestimate its positive
side, especially its possible con-
tribution to arms-control.

“Once some of these concerns
are taken care of, it may be re-
vived, perhaps after four years
or in the second term of the Bush
Administration,” Specter added.

In an informal chat with jour-
nalists this afternoon, Specter
said religious intolerance con-
tinues to be an important issue
with him and the new US govern-

on US agenda

ment. “I raised the issue durmg

attacks is encouraging, but we
need to continue to watch the sit-
uation.”

About five years ago, Specter
was instrumental in initiating a
resolution in the US Senate to im-
pose sanctions against countries
whose record on religious mi-
norities was questionable. He
said today that the new govern-
ment might appoint an ambas-
sador to monitor human rights
abuse against religious minori-
ties.

Indian officials claimed such
a move was not new and was
aimed mainly at China for its
persecution of the Buddhist mi-
nority in Tibet. They argued that
Delhi’s track record on religious
tolerance was time-tested and
though the recent attacks were
unfortunate, they did not take
away the sheen from India’s sec-
ular credentials.

Specter asserted that there
will be no change in the attitude -
of the Republican government
towards South Asia. Washington
would like to see the ceasefire
amnounced by Vajpayee to con-
tinue, he added.

“We don’t want to see a nu-
clear build-up in the region. The
Kashmir dispute continues to be
of concern to us and like the rest
of world, President George W.
Bush also sees it as a potential
hotspot.”

“The lack of democracy and
the continuance of a military
regime in Pakistan continues to
bother us,” the Senator said.

Though Specter accepted the
Indian argument that terrorism
in Kashmir and elsewhere in the
country had to be curbed before
talks could be held, he said one
should not become too rigid.




'VHP instructs Bajrang Dal to

mobilise support for temple
BJP chief asks VHP to W

U.P. Dal chief told to set

e _ 0 (" -
up dharam samitis '\
By Biswajeet Banerjee \
The Times of India News Service 't

LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh unit of the Bajrang
Dal has been instructed by senior functionaries of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) to get ready to ensure
the mobilisation of people for the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya in October, the Dal’s state
convenor. Ved Prakash Sachan, has said. Although the
date for starting construction is still being kept under
wraps, the buzz in Bharat Bhavan, the VHP office here,
suggests that it will start from October-end this year.

Ostensibly, the ‘dharam sansad of the sadhus’ will
decide the date, but in reality it is the VHP which is
calling the shots. The three-day dharam sansad, start-
ing January 19 in Prayag, will declare the construction
date on January 21.

Explaining the rationale for choosing October as
the month in which construction will begin, a senior
state-level VHP leader, seeking anonymiuty, said the
construction would need stupendous mobilisation for
which six months was not enough time.

Concurring. Mr Sachan said, “In the first stage of
preparation, we have been asked to set up ‘dharam
samitis’ at the block level. Members of these commit-
tees will tour rural Uttar Pradesh to apprise the people
about the construction of the temple.” Similar commit-
tees have been planned all over the country, he added.

The VHP plans to train about 1,000 samuti members
in February. They will spread out to different districts
and meet again in Karsewakpuram in Ayodhya in May
2001 to report their progress. VHP supremo Ashok
Singhal has, in fact, prepared the blueprint of the train-
ing programme. At his last meeting held in October
2000 at the Janaki Mahal Trust, Ayodhya, Mr Singhal
had asked VHP workers to get ready to make frequent
visits to Ayodhya. “The tempo has to be built up before
the final assault,” he is reported to have said.

The construction date has a political significance as
well. In February 2002, Uttar Pradesh is likely to go to
the polls, With the BJP’s popularity taking a nosedive,
the party has left it to “Lord Rama to boost its sagging
image”. The recently held urban civic polls have con-
firmed the slide in the BJP’s vote-bank which has
become a matter of concern for the RSS bosses.

reconsider agenda

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: BJP chief Bangaru Laxman has urged
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad to reconsider its decision
to construct a Ram temple in light of the most recent
statement by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
the Ayodhya issue. Mr Laxman was referring to the
PM having categorically said that the government
would not tolerate any violation of the law in relation
to various disputed sites, including Ayodhya and
Kashi.

Extending Mr Vajpayee’s viewpoint, Mr Laxman
told this paper on Tuesday that the climate had been
so vitiated that every effort was needed to see that the
situation did not get out of hand. :

Mr Laxman said the PM’s latest position on the
mandir issue could have been a response to a request
from some Muslim leaders to take the initiative in
resolving the issue. “Perhaps some Muslim leaders
approached the PM to ensure that the issue is settled
through a dialogue,” he said.

Mr Laxman said there were two choices—settling
the issue via a dialogue outside the court and accept-
ing the judicial verdict. “The Prime Minister'sappeal
deserves serious consideration by VHP leaders,” the
BJP president said.

Asked to comment on the preparations being
made by the VHP for the construction of the temple.
like carrying construction material to Ayodhya from
various sources, Mr Laxman remarked, “That is not a
big issue. What is important is to prepare both sides in

the dispute psychologically for an amicable settle-

ment.”

Mr Laxman said he ‘felt’ VHP functionaries might
review their position in the light of Mr Vajpayee’s
statement. “I hope the VHP dharma sansad will take
note of the PM’s appeal,” he said.

The BJP chief also indicated that there was a possi-
bility that the party would reiterate its ‘Nagpur line’ at
its national executive meeting to be held later this
week.

» Vajpayee’s statement on Ayodhya is an eyewash:
Mulayam, Page 6
» See Edit: Present Tense, Page 10
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Yajpayee’s statement
on Ayodhya is an,\, -
eyewash: Mulayam

By Bhaskar Ro%; N

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Samajwadi Party
president Mulayam Singh Yadav
has challenged Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee to sell his latest
position on the Ayodhya issue to
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and the Bajrang Dal first.

“He should first make the VHP
and Bajrang Dal accept his new po-
sition on the temple issue,” Mr Mu-
layam Singh told this newspaper in
an interview here on Monday. “Can
the Prime Minis-
ter convince the
Sangh Parivar of
the need to
maintain the sta-
tus quo in Ayod-
hya?” he asked.

Rejecting Mr
Vajpayee’s state-
ment as an “eye-
wash” Mr Yadav
pointed out that
the VHP was busy bringing pre-
fabricated parts of the temple struc-
ture from Jaipur to Ayodhya.
“Preparation for the temple con-
struction is already on,” he said.

Expressing doubts about the BJP
leadership’s hold over the VHP and
the Bajrang Dal, the Samajwadi
Party leader remarked, “It is the
Prime Minister’s responsibility to
restrain his allies in the Sangh Pari-
var.”

Mr Yadav said that during the
VHP?s initial campaign in Ayodhya
in 1990, he had called for a solution
either through a dialogue between
religious leaders from both sides or

M.S. Yadav

by accepting a court verdict. “The
Prime Minister is saying the same
thing now. Why didn’t they take this
position at that time?” he asked. .

Mr Yadav felt that while the
Prime Minister had made the initial
statement on December 6 last year
to keep the Sangh Parivar in good
humour, he had subsequently mod-
ified his position to please his allies
in the NDA. “He wrote that article
when he felt that the NDA partners
were getting restive,” he said.

Mr Yadav claimed that Mr Vaj-
payee’s purpose
behind reviving
the Ayodhya is-
sue was to re-
build the BJP’s
vote-bank which
had been eroded
considerably.
“They have no
option - but to
raise this issue
keeping the Ut-
tar Pradesh assembly elections in
mind,” he remarked.

The SP chief, however, felt that
the temple issue would not be able
to boost the BIP’s electoral
prospects. “People are hungry,
small traders have been hit hard,
they are not going to walk into the
temple trap once again.” )

He disagreed with the view that
the division of the anti-BJP vote:
would help the ruling party in th
state. “It is a sharply polarised sitv
tion in UP now, people will vote -
ther for the Samajwadi Party or |
BJP, there is no third pole,” he
marked.

AB. Vajpayee
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VHP; We'll listen to
' sants not Vajpayee

HT Correspondent H ’/(/ U
New Deihi, January 2
UNRUFFLED BY Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's warning on
the temple construction, the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) is
sticking to its guns and plans fo go
ahead with its proposal to place
the matter before the dharam
sansad for a final decision at the
Allahabad Mahakumbh later this

month.

"The Prime
Minister has
expressed  his

feelings on the
issue in his way.
We will do things
in our own way,
by putting the
matter before the
sants and abiding
by whatever deci-
sion they take on
when to begin
construction of

and the

THE SRI Ramjanmabhoomi
Mukti Yagna Samiti chairman
head priest
Gorakhnath temple, Mahant
Avaidyanath said on Tuesday
that the sants were firm in their
resolve in announcing the date
for construction of the Ram
temple at Ayodhya during the
Mahakumbk at Allahabad.

able to resolve tif a,ter inal100
years. Stating that the ownership
case relating to the disputed site
had been dragging on in ‘the
Allahabad High Court for the last
40 years, the veteran leader said
the judiciary could not provide any
solution to the deadlock. Only the
religious heads could decide on
where Bhagwan Ram was born.
However, the PM's suggestion on
negotiating with the Muslims was
acceptable.
Bhave  stated
they were ready
for talks with the
representatives
of the Muslim
community but
the initiative
must come from
them or the gov-
ernment should
mediate to set
the ball rolling.
The VHP will
not take the first

of

UNI, Gorakhpur

the temg)le at
Ayodhya," senior VHP leader
Ombkar Bhave said today.

"If the apex body of sants gives
the green signal to begin construc-
tion of the shrine, I don't think any
force can stop the Hindu commu-
nity from fulfilling their aspiration.
There is a limit to the tolerance of
any community. I urge all con-
cerned not to push the Hindu soci-
ety towards the path of extrem-
ism," Bhave said. He was referring
to Vajpayee's remark that the law
will take its course if any attempt
was made to disturb the status quo
at the'disputed site.

He rejected Vajpayee's sugges-
tion _ that the vexed issue be left to
the courts for a final decision _ say-

step as the
Muslims had backed out when the
Chandrashekhar Government had
brought the two warring sides' to
the table, he added.

That the VHP is skeptical about
talks was clear from what Bhave
said next. "But what decision can
be arrived at by a dialogue? I don't
think anyone has the courage to
build a masjid there, no matter
how loudly the so-called secularists
shout. The disputed site is the
birthplace of our God. Only a tem-
ple can be built there," he said.

When asked whether the VHP's
actions would not endanger the sta-
bility of the government, Bhave dis-
missed the question by saying that
they were not concerned whether

ing that the court would not be the government stayed or fell/"'

ruE LINNUSTAN TIVNE?



VHP slams PM’s
status quo Call
on temple .

W
. Y U \
SUDESH K VERMA L“ PR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE SV U
NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. — The VHP today rejected Mriﬂl ehari

Vajpayee’s call to maintain status quo on Ayodhya and said it
would abide by the dharmacharyas rather than the Prime
Minister or the court.

“What should we believe — the Prime Minister’s statement in
Parliament or outside it?” said VHP vice-president, Mr Giriraj
Kishore, reacting to an article by Mr Vajpayee. He said
Mr Vajpayee’s statement was probably propelled by votebank
politics. “We are not concerned with votes. They are doing it for
votes,” he said.

The court had ordered only two namazes a year at the Krishnaja-
namsthan temple at Mathura, but now the number has increased
to five, Mr Kishore said. The government should try to restore
status quo and implement the High Court order there, he said.

“We want justice,” he said, adding that the Shringar puja at the
Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi was stopped after a court
order in 1992, but the government changed the court’s order in the
Shah Bano case. The government had not implemented a court
order to shift a Shia graveyard at Gosaipura in Varanasi, he said.

He iterated the VHP’s stand that no power in the world could
prevent Ram temple construction. The replica of the proposed
temple had already reached Kanpur from Jaipur and would soon
reach Allahabad, he said. The replica would be open for viewing
by devotees during Kumbh Mela at Prayag and they would be
allowed to offer puja at the replica temple too, he said.

He rejected the BJP’s suggestion that the VHP should not
announce anything about the temple at the Dharam Sansad at
Allahabad this month. It was for the dharamacharyas to take a
stand, he said. “We will implement their decision.”

But the BJP backed Mr Vajpayee’s stand. The party vice-
president and spokesperson, Mr Jana Krishnamurthy, clarified
that Mr Vajpayee’s statement that the law would take its course
should any organisation attempt to disturb the status quo .
applied to every organisation or person. When asked if that
included the VHP, he said: “The BJP agrees with whatever is
stated in the artlcle ”

THE STATESMAN
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Jan. 2.
— The euphoria generated by the
Prime Minister’s week-long stay in
Kerala is over.

State BJP leaders have turned
defensive over the ‘faux pas’ by PMO
officials in fixing his appointment with
some Christian bishops. including the
strong Catholic clergy.

The move has proved counter-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

productive because different sections of

the Church are blaming Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee for failing to stop the
attacks on Christians in different parts
of India.

9 -

priests, govt criticise
7

The much-touted Kerala package
announced by the Prime Minister,
especially for the agriculture sector,
has been termed a farce by the ruling
Front.

The chief of the Evangelical Church,
Bishop Sadgunam, came down heavily
on the Centre minutes after Mr
Vajpayee’s departure. He said Mr
Vajpayee should resign if he planned to
continue as “the Prime Minister for the
RSS” alone.

Many Christian priests in Kerala
believe that the BJP’s toning down on

v - A
DAL Ny H:"’(_L)

KERALA PACKAGE A FARCE, SAYS RULING FRONT

o WIL7

Ayodhya as suggested: by Mr
Vajpayee’s statement after his Kerala
holiday suggest that Muslims will be
better treated by the Sangh parivar
than Christians.

They think the Sangh parivar agenda
against the Christian Church on the
conversion issue continues with the
blessings of Mr Vajpayee. The
assurances given by the Prime
Minister to the priests who visited him
aren’t being taken seriously.

The CPI-M politburo member and
president of the All-India Kisan Sabha,

Vajpyee

oy d
Mr S iachandran Pillai, has sal
thatSMjpayee’s Kerala package 1;1 a
farce nt to please the state BJP. No
governital decision has been takeél
on anythe programmes announce L
The Ka government hasn't receive
any imation on the package. Nof
solid arances were given to the chie
minisi when h:k called on Mr
inarat Kumarakom.

V?\ﬁ?}er, Mr Vajpayee didn’t mgke
his Kia package ofﬁglal. It was ]usft’
discugd at a meeting with BJ
worke He didn't reveal aqythmg
whenr EK Nayanar subrmtﬁed a
memedum to him on 1ssues
afflictg the state.
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temple m:@& cautions Vajpayee | Lone backs out

In musings from Kumarakom, PM VHP dismisses Conference on Monday, & fay shebd of it meetin
» o i i od leader Abdul Ghani
urges nation to move on past debate  warning Lone decided 1o pack out of the prer

Lone decided to back out of the proposed team to
The Times of India News Service ment, the judiciary’s verdict, what- By Rajesh Ramachandran

Pakistan, accusing the hardliners of ganging up
NEW DELHI: Ruminating at his €ver it might be”. However, this did  The Times of india News Service against him, The powerful Hizbul Mujahideen aiso
» Kerala retreat over the resurgent 1Ot foreclose the need for negotia-

challenged the Hurriyat’s prerogative to act as a
Ayodhya controversy set off by his

“expression of the national senti-
ment” remark, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee has now
warned against any attempt to
“disturb the status quo™ at
Ayodhya, Kashi, Mathura and
‘other places. “The government will
not remain a silent spectator and
adopt delaying tactics, as unfortu-
nately happened eight years ago.”

What is being seen as a warning
to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

tions in a non-governmental and
non-political framework, he added.

Reiterating the government’s
readiness to seek “a lasting solu-
tion” to the Kashmir problem, he
offered to recommence talks with
Pakistan, “including at the highest
level”, provided that Islamabad
“gives sufficient proof” that it is
prepared to create an atmosphere
conducive to a meaningful dia-
logue. He described the govern-
ment’s unilateral Ramzan truce

(VHP) and and its exten-
ma_ wm_._w;m POSTCARD FROM KERALA ww“sq N,%m
rm,m d Bo @ Govt. will not remain a slent “well-con-
announced | Spectator, wams PM. ceived steps
plans to build o,..»%s_ﬂ.g hnir part of India's % so.mamﬁ_.ao
the Ram tem- tegacy of history’ € situation
~M Emﬂ M_.d- Govt. will mplement judicial verdiet, | it J&K”, and
wﬁma mmwm, wwm .g..“.« hAavnn al declared that
contained ' in | o g cannot forever remain shackied 1o | vy .
is two-part s ‘ s
‘Musings from | 0@ debate on ' initiate talks

Kumarakom’, written during his
year-end holiday in Kerala. The
‘musings’ have been released to
Various newspapers.

Terming the demolition of the
“disputed mosque” on December
6, 1992, as “unfortunate” and “a
flagrant violation of the law”, Mr
Vajpayee said the Ayodhya issue
was one of the two “problems that
are a legacy of our history”. The
other, expectedly, was the dispute
with Pakistan over Kashmir.

Observing that the Ayodhya
issue should not be allowed to
remain unresolved too far into the
future, Mr Vajpayee said there
Y “pre only two ways to resolve it—

& ylicial route or the route of

% us leading to a mutually
~Uolution. The govern-
d, “will accept, and is
ally bound to imple-

with “various
representative groups in the state™.

He blamed a section of the media
and the political class for transform-
ing him overnight from a “moder-
ate” to a “hardliner”, and said a
campaign had been launched to
“create misgivings about me in the
minds of our minority brethren”.
He said he had consciously used the
past tense in his statement that
Ayodhya was an expression of the
national sentiment. This sentiment,
he said, “became narrow, and its
inclusive character became restric-
tive, because of the unfortunate
demolition of the disputed
mosque”  eight years ago.
However, clearly wishing to wash
away the controversy, the PM said,
“We cannot forever remain shack-
led to the debate on demolitions,
either of the distant or (of) the
recent past. India must move on.”

NEW DELHI: Responding to
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s musings from his
Kerala retreat, especially his stern
warning on Ayodhya, Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) leader
Acharya Giriraj Kishore
remarked, “Koi farak nahin pade-
ga” (It won’t make any difference).

The PM’s refrain, “the law will
take its course..the government
will not remain a silent spectator”,
was evidently in reference to the
coming Kumbh Mela later this
month when the VHP and its ‘sad-
hus’ are expected to announce a
date for the construction of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya. There is
even speculation within the Sangh
Parivar that the Vajpayee govern-
ment might fall if the VHP’
Ayodhya movement gains momen-
tum, forcing some NDA allies to
withdraw support.

Dismissing Mr Vajpayee’s warmn-
ing against disturbing the siatus
quo as a bid to placate the BJP’s
allies in the NDA, Mr Giriraj
Kishore said, “We will go ahead
with our programme and the
‘dhramcharyas’ will decide the
course of action.”

The opposition, though not
exactly  dismissive of Mr
Vajpayee’s statement, is not con-
vinced about the PM’s turnaround.
Congress leader and party
spokesman Prithviraj Chauhan
said, “The PM’s flip-flop makes
one wonder which is the real
Vajpayee. Will he change his tune
again after coming back to Delhi?”
Mr Chauhan said it appeared that
the Prime Minister’s earlier state-
ments in favour of the temple had
been made under duress from the
Sangh Parivar and that he was now
trying to re-don the ‘mask of a
moderate’.

LOOKING DAGGERS: A Sikh youth displays his skills as he stares unflinchingly at a
pair of daggers during a procession outside Gurdwara Bangla Sahib in New Delhi to
mark the birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh on Monday:

Conference.

mediator between India and Pakistan.

“l will not visit Pakistan as a member of the
Hurriyat delegation proposing to hold negotiations
with the militant leadership in Islamabad,” Mr Lene,
who heads the Jammu and Kashmir Peoples’
Conference, told the working committee meeting of
the party. He said his step had no{ been
duress and was voluntary.

Referring to the Centre’s offer for talks
Hurriyat, Mr Lone said there had been neo talks
between the two as yet “nor does the Centre appears
serious about talks”,

He said certain elements had launched a campaign
against the Hurriyat, accusing it of a sell-out. His
remark was an apparent reference to-the supporters
of pro-Pakistan constituents in the Hurriyat whe had
gone on protest on December 17. He said those ele-
ments were reading the ‘jehad’ wrong and were bent
on derailing the political approach of the People’s

en under

DA™ (4%
ith the

Mr Lone said peace “will be a bigger jehad” at this
crucial moment.

Earlier, Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani said
the composition of the membership of the delegation
to Pakistan would be decided by consensus. (°1)

-

Temperatures rise over import
of toxic mercury from U.S.

By Rahul Gupta
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Environmental groups in the country
are up in arms against a U.S. move to export used and
toxic mercury to India.

The 118-tonne stockpile is the largest in the US,,
and the government does not want it on its territory.
The stockpile, therefore, is being exported to India
under a veil of secrecy. A Maine-based chemical fac-
tory, HoltraChem, had sold it to an Illinois-based trad-
er, D.F. Goldsmith and Metal Corporation, who is
planning to send the mercury to India.

The entire transaction has been kept under wraps.
Not only is the name of the Indian importer not
known, But the city in which the mercury will land has
also been kept secret. What has also led to raised eye-

brows is the probable use to which such a large con-
signment of used mercury in India will be put.

Maine. where the mercury originated, does not
want it as it does not have storage facilities for such
toxic substances. After protests by NGOs in Maine,
the state’s governor specifically asked the U.S. gov-
ernment to stop its export to India. He even suggest-
ed that the US. defence department take over the
cargo and add it to its stockpile.

Meanwhile, NGOs in India and the US,, including
Greenpeace USA, Toxics Link in India and the Basel
Action Network (BAN), are closely monitoring the
movement of the cargo.

Greenpeace USA’s Lisa Finaldi accused the US.
government of being an accomplice in poisoning the
poor for profit.

YOU SAID IT by Latman

He was complaining about too
much security and lack of privacy.
Stifl it was your duty to see His

P anour didn’t escape!
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F THE 20th century was all about na-
tionalism, the 21st century will be the
age of globalisation, though nation
and nationalism will not disappear al-
together. In geographical sense, nation-
states will continue to exist for a long time
to come though nation as a concept and as
a sentiment too will continue to be weak-
ened.Nationalism dominated during the
20th century mainly because of colonial-
ism and it is declining now due to glob-
alisation. The European countries have
come together and formed the European
Union. The nationalist feeling in the west
is fast declining. However, it is yet not so in
most of the so-called third world coun-
tries. The origin of nationalism in the west
and in the east was quite different. Nation-
alism in the west arose as a result of a
struggle between the bourgeoisie and the
Catholic Church. The bourgeoisie had sec-
ularism as their ideology and it became
stronger with the feeling of nationalism.

It was quite otherwise in the colonial
world where nationalism emerged in the
struggle against the imperial powers and
the main ideology was not always secular-
ism. In many cases there were no bour-
geoisie worth the name leading the
struggle. Struggle against colonialism was
led by an assortment of forces — religious,
feudal and weak bourgeoisie — and in
many cases religious forces were more as-
sertive.

In India too, colonialism led to religious
revivalism and a sharpening of religious
identities. India was a pluralist country
with several religions, cultures and lan-
guages of which Hinduism and Islam were
the main. A feeling of political competi-
tiveness and hostility, aided and abetted
by the imperial power, surfaced during the
anti-colonial struggle itself. Problems of
power sharing fuelled the hostility.

However, the leaders of Indian National
Congress were also determined to use sec-
ularism as the leading ideology of the na-
tionalist struggle. There was one more
important difference between the nation-
alist struggle in Europe and that in colonial
countries. In Europe, secularism was not
only a lead ideology but was also hostile to
religion. It did not accommodate religion.
In colonial countries, on the other hand,
even where secularism was a lead ideol-

- Natio /nahs

By Asghar Ali Engineer

AR

Du ng the national struggle, leaders who knew the pulse
of the people remained firm about secularism as a
national ideology while fully respecting religion.

ogy, religion had to be accommodated.
There was no question of ignoring it, let
alone being hostile. And this made all the
difference. Often serious compromises
had to be made with religious ideologies.

During the freedom struggle, Islam and
Hinduism often clashed and ultimately the
nation was divided and Partition accom-
panied freedom. The British rulers often
generated hostility between Hindus and
Muslims where it did not exist and fol-
lowed policies which would further accen-
tuate differences. Thus in 1909 the British
rulers introduced separate electorates for
which there was no serious movement.
And it is no exaggeration to say that the
separate electorate was the first step in the
direction of Partition. It is ironical that the
VHP is now demanding introduction of
separate electorates in India.

During the national struggle leaders
such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Neh-
ru and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who
knew the pulse of the people remained
firm about secularism as the national ide-
ology while fully respecting religion. How-
ever, communal forces not only rejected
secularism but based nationalism itself on
religion. Though both the Hindu Maha-
sabha and the Muslim League had irre-
concilable differences, they agreed that
Hindus and Muslims were two different
nations. Like Jinnah, Golwalkar also main-
tained that nationalism was not geograph-
ical but cultural and religious. Even today
the RSS talks of cultural nationalism.

Mahatma Gandhi and Maulana Azad
were unique personalities of the national
movement. Both were firm believers in re-
ligion and at the same time great votaries
of secularism. It was not a matter of mere
strategy for them but a deep-rooted con-
viction. It was such a political approach
which brought the two communities to-
gether despite a strong communal trend to
the contrary. It is such a wise approach
which is needed even today for making In-

" dia stable and strong. Unfortunately, like
.the strong presence of communal forces

among Hindus and Muslims in the pre-
Partition days, there is a strong presence of
communal forces 50 years after independ-
ence. Our politics is getting more and
more communalised.

Recently, Mr. Bal Thackeray of the Shiv
Sena and Mr. Ashok Singhal of the VHP
gave statements which cannot be lightly
dismissed though some people think they
do not deserve serious consideration. Mr.
Sharad Pawar of the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) dismissed Mr. Thackeray’s
statement as of no consequence. I do not
think this is the right approach. There is
strong need to counter such dangerous
thinking. Mr. Thackeray maintains that the
policy of “appeasement of Muslims” will
continue unless they are disenfranchised.
He thinks that Muslims are a powerful vo-
tebank and for that reason political parties
try to ‘appease’ them and the best way is to
disenfranchise them.

This is nothing but anti-Muslim hostil-
ity; in this country which caste and tribe is
not a votebank. If this logic is adopted
should we disenfranchise Dalits also? Or
because they are Hindus can they be ap-
peased and treated as votebanks? And if
the largest minority of India, whose num-
bers (130 million) are more than the pop-
ulation of many Muslim countries, is
disenfranchised what will be the conse-
quences? Can we run Indian democracy?
To add fuel to the fire, Mr. Manohar Joshi
of the Shiv Sena, who is also Union Minis-
ter of Industries, says only “traitors and
anti-nationals” among Muslims should be
disenfranchised. Who will determine who
is a traitor and an anti-national and how?
Will the accuser be judge also? If Mr.
Thackeray and the VHP had their way, they
would disenfranchise all in India except a
few upper castes — the twice born. It may
start with religious minorities but can end
up with all weaker sections of Indian socie-
ty. This is also implied by what the BJP-
Shiv Sena never tire of calling “national
mainstream.” According to them, the na-
tional mainstream is ultimately constitu-
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ted by upper caste Hindus and the real
culture of this country is Vedic culture and
all other cultures are either alien or subsid-
iary to it. No one has anything against the
Vedic culture. But in a pluralist democracy
no culture can claim a hegemonistic posi-
tion.

Mr. Singhal suggests that if Muslims
cannot be disenfranchised then let there
be a separate electorate for them and “let
them elect their own leaders’. Pakistan
had already introduced, he said, separate
electorate for Hindus and other minorities.
First, what happened in Pakistan is defi-
nitely wrong and all minorities are pro-
testing against it and most of the people of
Pakistan belonging to the majority com-
munity do not want it. It was introduced
by a military dictator, Zia-ul-Haq, who was
disliked by the people. And even if Pakis-
tan did, its very ideology has been religious
nationalism. Why should India — a secu-
lar, democratic country — imitate it? Such
a concept should be strongly rejected. Why
this obsession with Pakistan? Let Pakista-
nis do what they please and Indians follow
their own saner course.

On top of all this, no less a person than
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, says construction of a Ram Temple
at Ayodhya is in keeping with the “national
sentiment.” The three statements — by
Mr. Thackeray, Mr. Singhal and Mr. Vaj-
payee — send a chill down one’s spine.
Where are these leaders of the Hindutva
leading India? Can India remain a secular
democratic country under them? Is it not
time that all secular democratic forces
challenged these leaders out to destroy In-
dia’s composite secular character? It is un-
fortunate that many parties claiming to be
secular are propping up BJP rule in this
country for some short term gains. They
should realise that after just one year in
power, the communal forces have become
so bold as to issue statements challenging
the very basis of the Indian polity. They
have saffronised our education, have com-
munalised Indian history, have spread
their network throughout India and now
are openly talking of establishing Hindu
Rashtra. Like in Germany, it could be too
late before the secular forces realise their
mistake?
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THE RESPONSE OF the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to the concern voiced by a
group of Kerala bishops — who met him during
his sojourn at Kumarakom — over the “increas-
ing atrocities” on the Christian community has a
familiar ring about it, going by the bishops’ ver-
sion. If his claim that “‘steps” had been taken to
deal with the issue sounds rather too ritualistic
to carry conviction, his point that the incidents
had “no ideological angle” to them is typical of
the ruling establishment’s attitude towards such
episodes; it has tended to treat them as nothing
more than acts of criminality perpetrated by an-
ti- social elements or attributable to local factors.
And the Centre, in particular, has constantly
sought to absolve itself of any responsibility by
taking cover under the Constitutional provision
that assigns ‘law and order’ to the charge of the
State Governments. There is nothing concrete in
Mr. Vajpayee’s apparently reassuring response
to suggest any significant change in these two
aspects concerning the perception and ap-
proach of the BJP leadership in Government (at
the Centre) to the genuine apprehensions of the
Christian community.

The stark reality that cannot be wished away
is that, while Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. L. K. Advani
make it a point to declare periodically their
‘commitment’ to this country’s secular and plu-
ralist traditions, the BJP’s cousins in the Sangh
Parivar are vigorously engaged in whipping up a
campaign of hatred against religious minorities.
Witness, for instance, the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh chief, Mr. K. S. Sudarshan's patronis-
ing call for the “indigenisation of the church”
and his preposterous theory that the minority
communities could have a “‘sense of belonging”
ly when they integrated themselves with the
‘cuiture of the land” (read Hindu culture), a
roposition which in effect equated patriotism

ith the culture of the majority community. The
her outfits, such’as the Bajrang Dal and the

RITUAL ASSURANCES ,(\WO/\'\\

VHP, have been drumming up an anti%:inority
campaign in their own insidious ways and even
bolding out physical threats. What such an ag-
gressive campaign will mean is very much in
evidence in Gujarat where the Christian places
of worship are vandalised and members of that
community attacked systematically, evolving in-
to a pattern since 1998. The role of ‘culture po-
lice’ which they have assumed for themselves —
clamping a ‘ban’ on the celebration of St. Valen-
tine's Day — now even the New Year's Day —
and organising aggressive protests against those
participating in such festivities — is yet another
audacious, and no less dangerous, dLran‘(sion of
the creeping intolerance. ( N2

What is of real concerh is that, for all the
professions by the likes of Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani of adherence to the secular principle,
there is no palpable sense of indignation or out-
rage against the growing trend of attacks on the
Christian community and, for their part, the BJP
Governments, whether at the Centre or in the
States, refuse to see beyond the superficial caus-
es of such incidents. Equally significant is that
the phenomenon has emerged sharply only
since the advent of the BJP- led coalition at the
Centre. Worse is that the two top leaders have,
off and on, lent credence to the Sangh Parivar’s
anti-minority campaign by their words or deeds,
for whatever reason. Mr. Vajpayee's call for a
national debate on ‘religious conversion’ and
Mr. Advani’s presence at the Agra conclave of
the RSS (where Mr. Sudarshan asked the minor-
ities to “recognise’’ their Hindu cultural roots)
are just two of the cases in point. And the latest
of course is Mr. Vajpayee’s controversial state-
ment on ‘Ayodhya’. Given this context, the Prime
Minister would need to do much more than giv-
ing the religious minorities ritualistic assurances
— as the one on steps to check atrocities against
them — if they are to be really convinced about
his ‘secular’ credentials.

THE HINDL,
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MEETING COMES OFF EVEN AS SOME BISHOPS ABSTAIN -

. Steps taken to curb
\\ attacks on Christians: PM

By George Jacob

KOTTAYAM, DEC. 31. The much-
awaited meeting between the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, and Kerala Church leaders,
which was hanging fire till Satur-
day night, took place today. How-
.»ver, the meeting was a low- key
affair, with many of the Catholic
bishops failing to join the dele-
gation. Mo vids,
The meeting had run into
rough weather as contradictory
interests had developed in both
camps. It appears that both the
parties at last agreed to take the
least favoured options they had —
the Prime Minister met them in a
delegation, and the bishops
agreed to meet him on Sunday
morning. And, contrary to their
earlier stance, the bishops did not
submit any memorandum.

Speaking to presspersons after
the meeting, they said they had
taken up the issue of increasing
atrocities against Christians and
asked MTr. Vajpayee to “rise above
party considerations” as he was
the Prime Minister of all Indians.
The bishops said they had also
.faken up the issue of crisis in the
.agriculture sector in the State.

According to them, the Prime
Minister said the incidents had no
ideological angle and steps had
been taken to deal with the issue.
He assured them that he would
take necessary steps to deal with
the crisis in the agriculture sector.

According to sources, a final de-
cision regarding the meeting was
taken on Saturday night and the
invitation for most of them mate-
rialised this morning. At least

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with bishops who called on him
at Kumarakom on Sunday. — Photo: H. Vibhu

three of the bishops who were in-
timated of the audience with the
Prime Minister expressed inabil-
ity to attend it as they were preoc-
cupied.

Those who met the Prime Min-
ister were the Catholicos of the
East, Baselius Marthoma Math-
ews 11, head of the Malankara Or-
thodox Church; Joseph Mar
Irenius Suffragan Metropolitan of
the Mar Thoma Church; Bishop

Thomas Mar Dionysius, Catholi-
cos- designate of the Jacobite fac-
tion; Bishop Yoohanon Mar
Phelixinos (also of the Jacobite
faction); Bishop Abraham Mar
Clemis of the Knanaya Orthodox
Church; and Bishop Kuriakose
Kunnassery of the Knanaya Cath-
olic Church.

Those who were invited, but
could not accept the invitation,,
included Bishop K.J. Samuel,
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Moderator of the Church of South
India; Archbishop Daniel Acha-
ruparambil of the Latin Catholic
Church and Major Archbishop of
the Syro-Malabar Church, Mar
Varkey Vithayathil.

The Prime Minister also re-
ceived the Chief Minister, Mr. E.K.
Nayanar, who submitted 2 mem-
orandum seeking necessary pol-
icy initiatives to  ensure
remunerative prices for agricul-
ture crops, development of the
Cochin and Thiruvananthapuram
international airports and sanc-
tion for a new airport at Kannur.

Others who met the Prime Min-
ister included: Swamy Athuradas,
Mr. Vellappally Nitesan, general
secretary, Sri Narayana Dharma
Paripelana (SNDP) Yogam, and
sports star, P.T. Usha.




