s POETIC JUSTICE _
'\/iarxzs S play the capital markets

HE CPI-M. it would appear, no longer has any objections

t that transparently capitalist ploy, the mutual fund —
= dadmitted somewhat sheepishly to investing heavily in
funds. theveby losing a lot of money after US-64 collap-
fhough Somnath Chatterjee has opined that the in-
is not against the party’s principles, it has to be
irg whichever way one looks at it. From the com-
e, the Marxisis have been led into petty-bourgeois
s Frany the ciparalist end. it looks as if they don’t yet know
tie [0st thurg it imvedting. Maybe the party was locking
from the Nebriowan mixed-cconomy “commanding heights”
end w el tnes have been championing of late. That may
xplain their chnice of a public sector mutual fund to invest
surpitis funds.
The caleulation mayv have been that the government would
‘mu cur the fund with crores of taxpayers money diverted
“aunoro social seetor. That would have kept the leftists in
I mhlm = them to speak eloguently on injustices
ae ponr — which is what Nehruvian economics
. ( huiterjee tried ta put a virtuous face on the par-
- br arguing that at least the party was on the side
medled like millions of middle-class investors, rather
vne industrialists who swindled the UTI. This may be in
with Anil Biswas’ new definition of the proletariat as in-
+ of the middle class and sections of the upper middle
55, Given a little push, it could include select monopolistic
izdusiriahists as well. if the company that Jyvoti Basu keeps is
anyv indiwation. Can one now expect the leftists to rethink
their commitment to the public sector, used as cash cows by
ministerial and other vested interests”? Surjeet has called the
Ui government inutual fund, not a 1@6’!«1 but to many the
difference is not vory marked S

L ey



| PR T e

1

‘\\\‘\I

Jepdode juiod
QUG SIY J|VIS WOSND JOU WY IDUEMm
100 28R PIp 1o K[quassy a4yl Jo ojgqe;
Oy} UL pIB] JUOUINIRIS B Ul 980yD ay
spaom ayy jo Fuueswr ays puelsispu
TOo-{Ja8 puD JUI}
SE:_.:T sl mcv MNgrUUT

.v..%:e.;:
‘Furpna)sti tasaaaad - 81 JU0UNIRIAP
RoIpnt ojgrpuswmer  4q  paysind

-ulsp  jaeded  juotadwon  Ljjeuon

-daoxa siqy jeyy s3ydnoty) puosos sy 4g

puegs nsvy sao(] Cuousenb jsur sun
Sledausny-3RJ0Apy

IRIBOY JIOFH SBLD (1) Y3

AIRJIOM B500M JNoge AUUniuued AL
-IOUTUL 2 J0 SOLIBLIJaUa aletilide] aaw
?Srﬁ WL wEmBm> puw 03.1r] aJe 59
d FEoqIsuodsar g3t

40 @cmEFSPcm o,.:ﬁﬂ Y} 4G uopeaIpge
By st aaoyy, uterd ST (WIAD o)
UT JIUON|JUT DARY OL[M S]E3IATUL POISDA
30 Agduros oy fesaoam pue uoidnaiod
‘wsniodau Jo souaplad Julf[el sreq sde]
wodoy wydnfuag ayy, [[e wisyy sanqe
ST MU} 9} Apunuuaed sules oyg Jo
staquowr £q pajenjad

sau e Sunuodde -13d ase A8y} 2snBoaq
Jo JopEw ayi ul gw P wayy aqoqo Aidwis  pasnaxs 10U
NEEE QOAP A4 poturiys OIB  SINOUBSW3PSiuL

9Q 0} JIUSWRIY MOT[R A
1[IM 10 108 AdDEUDRLG
M sambus o) Jo
JWOHIN0 BT Jlume pur
apise doals 0] Ajyuiassy
oyl o deyrodg o
a0y aeiadoaddn  puaw
AHIM Y10g DY PINOM
31 stupuBIW puv sHul
-pury gweidnduag uo
1roday] uayRy, oY
IPALY R UOTSSTUW
-wod 03 poadetd jentg
JUIWUIDADY) MO BYJ, Jqnop ur jou
81 ~ spuoly ogeronssnb Lpuawimn
SIY 03 uos Sty woal - Apeys oyy Sl
-preys oy uonendad sy mou Ag ;Jur
-ejord Y sRM OUM TIN)[] B 9y RUL
NREEL POAT PIP AYAL "OS1IE SBTINST OM [,

oym MOoUY NOA pue nseq ‘SPeA

S1 N0} YR INPPUNUIUIOD
QDS 5Y3 Jo SLaquiawl
Aq pagpagadaad
adn AYF aSNDIAG
Ajdurs pasnaxa Jou
4D SLNOUDIUIPSIU

s O.h-mbm,

snolley pojosioad arw
SBLRIIUIY 10§83
-I1UL @Y} 1BYY SJnsus
0] ‘mel ajeaedss Ag
poutsaod AJUTWIUIOD
fuounu 8 Jo o s1EnaG
a[gELIEYD ade SIHem

polnpund alom siipne
ON ‘PPIROY) SEM 11 ‘08
Gp 01 UO1OVITP B Fem
alayi U2yp paonp
-oad jou alam sypne
snowaad o swodor nq ‘1g-0RET 3
61-§161 sImad 8y} 107 2UOP sBM JIpnE
B[ 9y, mPuIIsanE ees sy) 4Aq
pouiodde Jopnpny ue AQ spung JHEM
Jo ypne sepuew v 10] s9placad 40y
JAEA AU JO TP WON0E spun JHEM

-JojyRaTey)

4q poaladal aag Asuow Jo sums adgey
‘82013
SER%E pun uondniiod ‘wspodau
D3P 25ay) pasodxa
anny ﬁSE 252Y3 IV "1IMad1D PaAsopd
ur avop spm Furylians yoyg sapaddo 3y
- 1By sapnjouey eidndusy ‘yuswmage)s
-1ppun palpnys Y exuniyduwod-uou
A£q paunouoy Som wOYIALIP Sy} ‘S
-38IMIBAPR (0] HSE PIP PRy 9Y] ‘suors
-BJ00 M8] JY] U0 ‘AisUm pPUE pPansst
sjusmasiaape ayqud ou ‘pejtaumn
afam suoljelonD ou loulpnod Jo Iejreur
B 58 pajdadde atom SI[RMINUL PILLIad
-u0d Aq S[es pue sgs| J0f sfesodol]
“KyrssRrau [eSa) sie)se 0] wonedge
st padaeyssrp fuisvy pavoy 9Yy; jo
AIUIPLIAD PULJ 01 PINOO 9Y ‘pouUluexd
eydnduag spaoded oyl [[B Ul "411ssacau
joSa) 10 ased ul pamof[e s1 Ayedoad

S{EM jo oSES] 10 O[BG 'GEET UT UON

-NJOSSTP S1T [[11 0BG UI0d} stead uaayy
J0] paeng] JYBM 213 Jo JPQLl B SEM
munwey Ajpasaded avedde soureu
asoym ardoed Jayjo 21 JI0Y) ‘suole
108 §1 9 “ayuod wi Apuaurmoad
aandl] soaleial J8UJ0 DUE JaYlolq
‘suos ‘IHYINBpP 1Y ‘epoy [nwruel
suQ g xipusddy ur aae souspisg Sul
-3r0ddns qlim sHutpuly sty pue Lanbug
y&nosoyy v 10} seniadoad rofewy usaas
pejoses 9 v xipusddy ur papeiep
Sed 8y UIIYm  ‘SJN0OUDIWIPSIN
42ypo pup saonpmsdipw ‘wsiodau o
SUONDF[ID SNOLIAS BIdM AIIYY YOTUYM

As www.m.hx .
<

%& )

RSP SR T

ut senaedoad Jyem Jo apes Jo saswd
3& B vmm SasEa] mo §38B3 (91 puno] ay
30 201jj0 mﬁ
i w?ﬁouma a1 oul Juam Bydnduag
*$43]02D 2}DIS3 jDAL
pun simpowosd tof sapunieddo san
-paany Ldaa 03 AQoadIp
pal siesaInu £q €95
-aedoad ey Toso Joxp
-u0d pue uelsiaradns
Jo 3oy oy} 1By} pungy
wydndusg Jopuom ON
‘pI0d8l jo stamod pe
-1T0IT] AJU0 Sl ISUOISS
-Iwmoyy Pl ouon
-DLISIUNUPD 3YF U1 Pron
B ®em 28] 18] pajou
gydndusg ‘pajutedde
SEM IOJRIISTUIIPY OU
Sy Suolounj spaeog
oY) umopiad oy xoen
-smiwpy ue juredde
0] JUDUWIULIBALL)
2y} uodn JIBQWMIHT S8 )1.958D Yargm
ut ‘Y apasuadns Ajuo prnod | ‘preog ayy
anjossip o) Jamod 0U peY JUITIUIBAOGN)
8y} SOJ0U OS[BS peysIqels?
-ad 10U $8M 91 187) setou epduduag pue
pIeog 9y} pRAJOSSIp A[LIBWIMING ‘GGG T
Jequaydag g Jo £-ZgF9TON UoNBOYNON
AQ  JUIUMIUIIA0L) ‘S1SAlajUL  PojEas
utelran Joj 10y 009 308 3ued ogy uaym
uawaw)sIapun ug 81 A[[BIT}RIIS
pafdom pleog a4} 18y} £u8 O, EM JO
pavog ® ‘og 13Ul 58 uoos su ‘Jiodde

sfyop paIoo
818Ti] 2]QDILLDYD
wsnpy Jo awou
Yy} U1 UO Juam IpYm
J0 #sodxa Sunmspaap
PUR PARUBWNI0P-]Jam,
» gonf ur $1 pi0day] 2y ],

“paiayles sey os
BIULPLAD A} jo Buljjeysieiu pUR 20Ud3
-mip sBydnBusg £q pesspadunt we |
pue peyouyle sadpuaddy periersp syl
W peIrioqoriod AQng
g1 plodex  afed-um
Y3 Ul UDISNOU0D YORY
"SINBM POTIED S15na)
alqelueyd  Wi[sh
Jo swBU &Y} Ul Uo
juem Jeym jo asadxs.
funejseassp pue
pPAUBWNICP-[[oM B
j0u] Ul 1 11odayy 3y,
Jeyloue Ul
AdOPITPDLUON-J]78 pUD
Jusistsuooul “KIojoynf
-iad pue eov[d auo ur
apqouainl pun Fuipnag
s ‘assandad qaodsy
ay9 pa[es 9y ‘Aep 18yl
PoIqBE] JUSIUSIEYY UL B U] YNES
-JI3UI0S ® SUOP PEY nsey ‘9661 AL I
Aq -Ayumurruysuy N ‘Aretolass Jaigd
uelp) ay) 03 L[feic heeqg Aq popuow
WD SBM ‘CHRT Iequiada(] OF POIEP

- qlodey sTE eowtd sy jool wydndusyg

4 pue Yausg 1no)) yETY o1y 03 pajes
-8[9 uovs sem LImjardag [eLIpne oyl
uow v WM jredal pue spieog
IMeMm Jo Sumgonouny Surpiedad sured
-o2 jueysistad pug snodownu UL
adinbua 0] (USUINIBAGY) ©) AIR)2idog
" [BRIPTL Y3 JopI0 0} Suryy 1S
ay) pIp nseq [0Ap IHSTUIW
e geel tequueides ST U

w ¥

INVHI Y O




fuddha urg
‘among LF p

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLEKATA, Nov. 9. — The Left
Front party is the driving force
of the government and differen-
ces among Front partners will
have to be resolved “without giv-
ing any chance to the enemies”,
Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
stated in a party pamphlet re-
leased by the CPI-M today.
There could be internal differ-
ences in the Left Front, but the
constituents will have to stay
united at a time when the “ad-
versaries are trying to forge a
common front like mahajot,”
the chief minister remarked.
The Left Front chairman, Mr
Biman Bose, who released the
pamphlet — “Unnatatoro Bam-
fronter shandhane”, asserted,
the verge of differences among
the partners is heing steadily
narrowed down since 1977,
when the Front was formed,
but it has to be minimised to
present an “improved LF”,

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya

“It’s only natural that the Front
partners will have divergent
views on any issue and the rank
and file of each party may tend
to be confused on any particular
stand of the state government,
but it’s the duty of the Front
leaders to find a commonality of
approach and explain it to the
cadres,” Mr Biman Bose said,

The efforts to strengthen unity

es uni

arl

in the LF, begun with the for-
mation of the new government,
suffered when the CPI, the RSP
and the FIp publicly criticised
the state chbinet’s decision on

the Prevention of Organised

Crime Ordinance and the order
on the use df special attendants
and ayahs in the hospitals.
ose explained,

the

1sed settlers jand dismantle party
offices in hospital complexes
were steps i1 the right direction.
“The CPI-M dismantled its
party officé in the Caleuita
Medical College and Hospital
compound. Many other parties
have their [offices in hospital
complexes. lNo party can be al-
lewed fo conptinue with such a
practice,” Mr Bose said.

tttee, meeting on
, will take up the

i
i
P
|

ent’s decision on

the measurgs to eviet unauthor-




" FIRSTYEAR IN OFFICE

far-to-

Calcutta, Nov. 6: A vear into chi
ministership, Buddhadeb Bhatta-

. charjee feels it would have been

Jbetter for Bengal if some of the

. “bold steps™ he took in the sphere

. of education and healthcare were

adopted 10 vearsago. But it's better
late than never. he hastens to add.

Talking to reporters at Writ-
ers’ Buildings,
(picture right) highlighted the
successes of his tenure. New op-
partunities had been created in in-
formation technology, the plastic
sector, agro-based industries and
thedownstream industries of Hal-
dia Petro. “We have also been suc-
cessful to some extent inrestoring
discipline in government hospi-
tals. There has been some specific
progress in higher education,
too,” he claimed.

Thirty-eight engineering col-
leges have come up where there
were only nine. A untversity of

- technology is alsg on the anvil.

“8till, 1 am not happy. We have far

, id go. We have to improve the quai-

ity of teaching,” the chief minis-
ter underscored.

, Bhattacharjee said his
government was striving to bring
in cash despite a slowdown across

-, the world.

Speaking on his drive to better
the work culture. he said there

: had been an improvement in

attendance at government offices.

-“But Tam not happy. We shall an-
_hOunCe SOMme measures next year
.Talks are on with the employees’
unions.” he said.

When told how Left Front cha-

Bhattacharjee -

Pix: Rashbeh

OVW

irman Biman Bo
praise on health

little to improve se

yakanta Mishra anf
the previous minig

Buddha tal es \

4 had showered

minister Sur-
observed that
ters had done
rvices, the chief

minister said it would be unwise

to belittle other mi
are with us. So wi
bold steps now,” he
Bhattacharjee
decision to introd
tion of Organised
nahce draft, sayi
such an Ordinane
tackle organised
napping.”
Trinamul Congl
mata Banerjee re
chief minister’s aq
tvpical st¥’le. She
tacharjee of runiy
shipin the garh of
gave hini zeroona
Mamata said o
ters, Jyoti Basu ang
were aclass apart.
some political staty
used to answer oun

histers. “People
can take such
explained.
stood by his
lce the Preven-
Crimes Ordi-
g “T still feel
isnecessaryto .
rimes like kid-

ess leader Ma-
ponded to the
hievements in
accused Bhat-
ing a dictator-
fdemocracy and
kcale of 100.

s chief minis-
| Bhattacharjee
‘Jyotibabu had
re and at least
phone ¢ails.”
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Party blafnes
50\ coteries

“or slugegish
developmcnt

MANASH GHESH Q !
STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC

KOLKATA, Nov. 5. — The cé’
M state committee has blamed
‘narrow personal loyalty o
party coterie and faction and
even pure and simple oppor-
tunistic individual loyalty” for
deriving individual and faction-
oriented benefits as the main
factor inhibiting development
activities in the state®,

A recent party document,
written with the 2003 pan-
chayat elections in  mind,
states that the problem is pre-
venting the CPL-M from adopt-
Ing a class-oriented outlook.
This has not only affected its
work, efficiency and honesty,
but has alse weakened its or-
ganisational set up. And alien-
ation from the people is quick-
ened when corruption and nep-
otism are added to individual /
factional vices. Coteries and
factions also aggravate the
preblem  of alienation, the
document states, Members
have been cautioned against
what the document calla “the
unsavoury tendency towards
centrifugal centralism in the
State party”. It notes that this
“vice went against the stated
party directive for decentrali-
gation. This may naqt, only sty-
mie people’s initiative but alsa
slow down the pace of develop-
ment work and alienate the
people from such activity”.
The document says that the
“main reason for our party’s
weakness lies in its Iack of
transparency and clarity in pe-
litical outlook and class con-
sciousness”, It reminds

& See COTERIE: p?/
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'BUDDHADEY:S RETKEAT

¢'de Misfired Ordinanfe embarrasses

TARTING with so much goodwill Buddhadev Bhattacha-
rya seems to be running into one embarrassment after
another. The latest is a virtual snub from the party’d central
committee that has sealed the fate of his goverhment’s
Prevention of Organized Crime Ordinance. He had turned the
Ordinance into a prestige issue after declaring that his gov-
ernment was not obliged to implement the NDA government’s
“draconian” Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance because law
and order was a state subject. The immediate provacation
may have been the CID’s failure to submit a charge-sheet in
the Partha Roy Burman abduction case within the stipulated
90 days as a result of which two of the main accused had to
be released on bail. However much the police authorities may
claim that they are “on the right track”, the facts speak other-
wise. Claiming that they had achieved the necessary break-
throughs, they failed at the crucial moment. Buddhadev’s Or-
dinance may ostensibly be meant to combat organized crime
but it looks more like an attempt to bail out an inefficient
police force. If the existing laws are not strong enough to
bring a charge-sheet within 90 days, what guarantee is there
that a further detention without trial will be more effective?
Equally pertinent is the question of misuse. If the CPI-M is
onvinced that the NDA will use its Ordinance to target poli-
ical rivals, the same argument was used by the Trinamul
gainst the CPI-M and is reinforced by the fact that the
easure wasn't endorsed by all Left partners. This is all the
ore relevant in the context of the state police’s unflattering
record in handling undertrials and the alarming number of
custody deaths recorded. The abject surrender to the ruling
party was also cruelly evident in the case of Lakshmi De
against whom an FIR is still pending following an assault on
the superintendent of the Calcutta Medical College. Yot a
simple FIR was good enough for the police to nab Mantu
Sanyal, a Trinamul councillor who almost got the better of
the CPI-M’s environment minister Manab Mukherjee in the
last assembly elections at Beliaghata. The anti-rioting laws
that apply to Sanyal surely apply to De. Which suggests that
the fault does not lie with the law but with those who are
required to enforce it. If the CPI-M’s central committee has
recognised this and has now compelled Buddhadev to retreat,
it is ill-concealed in a plan to introduce a “comprehensive” Bill
in the next session of the assembly allegediy to fight crime
syndicates operating across state borders. In other words, it
has done its best to cushion the snub when it cannot be seen
to be opposing the Centre’s Ordinance and at the same time

endj?s‘i?g a state law largely on the same lines. The lesson

Buddh#dev may have learnt is not to assume that the CPL.M,
despife its mandate, can take the people for a ride. /
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MCC raids p(;iice picket in

Dhanbad, massacre

Naved Zahir S(
Topchanchl, October 31 \\

ACTIVISTS OF the harmejiw -
aist Communist Centre stormed
aJharkhand Armea Police picket
within the Topchanchi biock
premises of Dhanbad and massa-
cred 12 policemen, many in their
sleep, al noon on Wednesdayv, A
civilian embplovee was also killed.

The 75-body strong Naxal par-
tv had women and children who
created panic among the people
in the crowded block office with
country bombs and caused a
stampede. In the ensuing melee,
male cadres stormed the police
picket and shot and bludgeoned
all policemen in sight.

Two JAP jawans retaliated
cven as thev were being shot and
effected at least four casualties
on the Naxals. Evewimmesses
have seen the Naxals dragging
away four of their own while flee-
ing inta a nearbyv forest.

Naxals locted 14 Self Loading
Rifles (SLRs), four 9mm carbines
and ammunition. Four consta-

bles were seriously injured and
are being treated at Dhanbad
Central Hospital.

The Naxals had surreptitious-
1y surrounded the block office
and the picket under the garb of
local visitors to the biock office,
which was already crowded. The
main strike group, totally unde-
tected. waited behind the bound-
ary wall of the black office with
police regulation .303 Lee Enfield
rifles, machetes and iron rods.

Around 12.10 pm, about a dozen
women cadres, voung girls and
same 9-10 vear-old bovs created a
diversion. The women concealed
petrol hombs and woaden clubs in
their garment and moved to the
entrance of the picket. They
lobbed eight to nine country-
made hombs in the crowded mar-
ket. a stone’s throw away from the
picket.

The girls fired several shots in
the air with country pistols and
other cadres initiated a stampede
among the shoppers and public in
the block office.

Before the JAP jawans could

§ ¥ S
realise what was happening. the
waiting assault group entered
with some women cadres and
begail shooting at the policemen.

They headed for the JAP mag-
azinethat housed all the arma-
ment| There was no resistance
here 4s the police personnel were
shot wherever thev ware, Some
were ghot while asleep; some oth-
ers, ¥ho were having food, were
clubbed to death.

Only two jawans, on their
dail¥|rota-wise sentry duty, man-
aged|to get off a few shots before
being clubbed and mewed down
by cddres.

THe audacity of the attack has
takeh evervone by surprise, Not
only|was the block office packed
with people, the site of the attack
sits pang on national highway-2,
the irand Trunk Roead.

The police were taken un-
awafes despite the fact thar the
ultrps had targeted the particu-
lar golice picket earlier.

Alposse of officers, led by SP A
G Mir, is combing the dense

forests in search of the cadres./

~WE HINDUSTAN T
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SFI activists.
T{athicharged

o, -
\ ) 2/ :
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |
L .

KOLKATA, July 24. — Police
- lathicharged and fired two
rounds of tear gas shells on
SF1 activists demonstrating in
front of the American Centre
on Jawahartal Nehru Road
around 2.30 p.m. today. Three
activists were injured.

The SFI had organised a
street corner meeting at 2 p.m.
to protest against “USA’s impe- ;
rialist policies”. Their agenda
was “part of a woridwide move-
ment of which events in Genoa
have attracted global atten-
tion,” Mr Partha Mukherjee,
SFT's state secretary, said. :
The demonstrators were also
“outraged” at the US President
for naming his pet cat “India”.
They sneaked a cat with a
“Bush” tag on its neck inside
the American Centre. :
When police intervened, the
demonstrators hurled stones at
them and broke a glass of the
building. They put up a road-
block for 75 minutes after the
lathicharge. All traffic remained
suspended on JN Road till 4.30
p.m. Kaushik Sarkar, a reporter
of Ganashakti, was also alleged-
ly beaten by police though he
showed his press card.

The chief minister said a
probe had been ordered into :
the alleged lathi charge on the
reporter who has been admit-
ted to SSKM Hospital. .
The LF chairman, Mr Biman |
Bose, arrived on the scene and
condemned the police action,
He assured a government in-
quiry inte the matter, But po-
lice refused to admit that there
had been a lathicharge. :



“Not the end,
of tige road®
Sa% If_i% W'\

HT Correspondent & PTI
New Delhi, Juiy 17 \

THE LEFT parties reacted guarri\--/
ediy to the collapse of the Agra
summit, recording their “disap-
pointment” at the failure to
reach an agreement. Agra, how-
ever, is not the end of the road,
some of them maintained, as
they stressed the need to keep the
process of dialegue going bet-
ween the two countries.

Having endorsed the overrid-
ing sentiment on the issue, they
also slammed the NDA regime. In
a statement, the CPI (M) polit-
buro hauled up the Government
for not making sufficient prepa-
rations for the summit before
inviting the Pakistani President
and urged if to correct this mis-
take the next time round.

The CPI alleged that it appears
that “there were some at the top
level who played their cwn role” to
see that the Indo-Pak summit
talks, initiated by Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpaves, did not suc-
ceed.Asked to elaborate, CPI gen-
eral secretary A B Bardhan said
the Infoermation and Broadcast-
ing Minister Sushma Swaraj
“certainly contributed in a small
measure by giving a twist™. Bard-
han was apparently referring to

Swaraj’s remarks after the first |
}ound of talks.




mously Iected the Left Front

. which met during

had takeni a minufe to ratify
of the Forward
general secretary,

chairman.

since its incgption to make the
state secretary of the major

member, was today unani- |

Biswas, the CPIM !
etary, said the LF |

the day on a one-point agenda, |

Ghosh, to elect Mr |

Stre_nﬁtben Left ﬁmty and sustain
collective work: 8iman Bose on
Friday. — The Statssman

partner, ‘CPI'M, its chairman.

However,

Mr

Biswas

ex-

i plained there is no such rule

that his party state secvetary

. would automatically become

LF c¢hairman, s
In fact, when Mr Biswas re- ‘

+ placed Sailen Dasgupta as par-
. ty state secretary, Dasgupta !
i continued as LF chairman,

It was on the cards that Mr,

i Bose would succeed Dasgupta, |
' as he had been looking after LF |
' affairs after the latter fell ifl!
. shortly before his death.

Mr Bose said his priorities |

1 would be to strengthen unity in
¢ the LF and sustain collective |
! work down to the booth level
© that was begun before the last
' Assembly poils.

Left MPs wili meet LF leaders

" in Dethi on 21 July to devise .

their strategy for raising in the ;
Lok Sabha burning issues af-:
fecting the state government. :
The Parliament's session will | |
begm on 23 Ju]y ;
P2
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to the masses
w\7 |

“Basu asks SFI

to reach

HT Correspondent
Kolkaia, July 13

FORMER CHIEF MINISTER and
Left Front patriarch Jyoti Basu
calied upon the Students Federa-
tion India, one of its frontal
organisations, to “recharge its
activities and work towards the
popularisation of the tenets of
the Left movement among the
students of the State”.

Basu however addressed the
need to “refashion” the function-
ing of the student wing, stressing
that it was “necessary to adopt
changes and make the message
appealing to people”. Basu said,
“Performance alone is not
enough. The ideclogical cam-
paign has to be strengthened.

Speaking at the extended two-
day convention of the $F1 State
Committee todav, Basu said,
“Only politics willl not sustain
when waves of change are sur-
taced against us. It is necessary
to reach out fo people and see
what they want.” Basuy said, “Be
open to criticism, even from your
rivais. That way you shall know
what people want.” a clear hint
that the SFI imbibe necessary
maodifications to its working
process,

Explaining the State Govern-
ment’s move {o hike tuition fees,
Basu said, “We had already
stretched ourselves as far as we
could. What can we do if the Cen-
tral Government does not pro-
vide the 30 per cent share of edu-
cation funds that it had promised
us,” Basu said.

Basu alsc sounded loud and
clear the need for harnessing a
firmer organisational base. He

asked the SFT to try and gain

-
h)
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federation are not our enemiekg.
Things have to be explained
them and gaps have to
bridged,” Basu said.

He expressed satistaction ove
the results of the recently corl-
cluded college elections. “Out oj
377 colleges, 247 college elections
have SFI winners, the rest being
shared by Congress, Trinamoo
and other organisations, Thd
DYFI too has nearly 53 lakh sup
porters; this is an unparallelec
achievement,” Basu said.

Cataloguing the achievements
of SFI1, Basu said it was the SFI.
which “helped in harnessing dis-
cipline in the State colleges™. It
was also the 8FI. which intro-
duced the merit-based admission
system in colleges, he said.




 / Sailen
Dasgupta

vt dead

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, July 10. — Mr
Sailen Dasgupta (81) died at
Breach Candy Hospital, Mum-
bai, around 9.05 p.m. today.

The Left Front chairman and
CPI-M politburo member had
undergone a bypass surgery on
Thursday. The cperation was

“successful, but his condition
started deteriorating since
Monday afternoon.

Mr Anil Biswas and the state
industry minigter, Mr Nirupam
Sen, had gone to Mumbai this
morning te meet Mr Dasgupia.
They were scheduled to return
in the cvening,. but decided to
stay back after Mr Dasgupta’s
condition deteriorated further.
The Governor, Mr Viren J
Shah, and senior Left Front
lcaders, inciuding Mr Harki-
shan Singh Surjeet, Mr Jyoti
Basu, and Mr Debabrata Ban-
erjee expressed grief over Mr
Dasgupta’s death.

Mr Ashok ‘Ghesh (Forward
Block) said Mr Dasgupta's death
was an “irrevocable loss” for the
Left Front. It came at a time
when the Left Front was trying
to improve ifs performance, he
said.

Mr Manju Majumdar, CPI
state secretary, said: “Mr
Dasgupta’s absence will be felt
strongly in these troubled
times.”

Mr Biman Bose, CPI-M polit-

bura member, is likely to heco-.

me the new LF chairman, He
has been looking after the LF's
work ever since Mr Dasgupta
was admitted to SSKM Hospi-
tal last month.

If Mr Baose succeeds Mr Das-
gupta, it'll mean that Promode
Dasgupta's three most trusted
comrades — Mr Bose, Mr Anil
Biswas and Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharva — will be at the
helm of the LF. Fa



A master at coalition politics

N Wy
SAILEN DASGUPTA'S jouiney
began from Barisal, now in
Bangladesh. Born into a middle-
class family on October 24, 1920,
his was a life of unending strug-
gle. From his Anusilan Samity
days - he joined the organisa-
tion when he was 15 - till his
death, Dasgupta remained a
man dedicated to the cause of
the wronged and the downtrod-
den.

A man who rose through the
ranks, Dasgupta joined the
Communist movement in 1939.
That was also the year he came
to Kolkata in search of a job.

He worked for a number of
organisations like the Central
Cooperative Credit Society All
this while he remained a party
part-timer,

In 1944, he gave up his job to
become a party whole-timer. He

went underground when the Sailen Dasgupta {extreme right) with Anil Biswas and Biman B%se.

Communist Party of India was
proscribed four years later. In
' 1951, when the ban on the party
was lifted, he was attached to

J
\

|
|
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|

|

the State party office.
A behind-the-scenes man,
Dasgupta led a Spartan life and

was a familiar face at Ijakshmi
Naravan Colonv, Naktala.
where he lived. A firm peliever

} -

-l f\

T
in plain living and high think-
ing, he was much in the mouid
of Pramode Dasgupta - another
party stalwart.

One of the generation of lead-
ers who remained with the
CPI¢M) after the 1864 split of the
Communist Party of India, he
grew 10 he an ideologue and a
stalvsart commanding immense
respect in Left circles.

S0, in 1820, when he rose to
become State party sccretary
and Left Front chairman, the
ailies welcomed his elevation.

Along with Jyoti Basu, Das-
gupta ook the Front from
strength to strength, 1t was dur-
ing his stint as head of the
allianice that he proved his met-
tle as ah expert in coailition pol-
itics - bringling in greater syner-
gy inta the alltance.

I 1991, he was made a Polit-
buro member and he ptaved his
part shaping crucial party deci-
sions. A comrmunist and a gen-
fleman, he was the Front's
anchor for vears.
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HT Correspondent \(\f\
Kolkata, July 8 ’

ALIMUDDIN STREET has\}me
again asked Subhas Chakrabarty
to behave. State CPEM) secretary
Anil Biswas today issued a state-
ment saving ministers from the
party should not make state-
ments or agree to television
interviews on issues outside
their own departments.

The warning, though general,
comes in the wake of the confu-
sion over Chakrabarty's reported
abservation on the stadium mud-
dle, Party insiders believe that it
is meant to discipline the minis-
ter. The statement also reiterated
that the conspiracy theory that
the media has attributed to Sub-
has is false,

a’xY

“Subhas gets a warning from

In an interview to a private
television channel, the minister
had reportedly accused & section
within his party, the Trinamool
and the police, of framing him in
the stadium scam while he was
away. Party leaders didn'tlike the
mud-slinging against the party
and Home (Police) Department, a
portfolio that the CM takes care
of Hence the warning.

An unfazed Chakrabarty, how-
ever, opened up befere the media
even today “I have nothing to
hide. Let the investigation go an.
Be it by the CID or the CBI or the
Interpole. T am innocent,” the
Sports Minister said after greet-
ing Front patriarch Jyoti Basu on
his 88th birthday.

The warning came a day after
a gathering in memory of Niren

Ghosh, wher Blswas recol Cted
how the veteran communistjused
to abide by party discigline.
“Nirenda didn't flout it till the
last. Even during the last btate
committee meeting, he spught
permission to participaté|in a
television talk on the problems
before the jute industry.”

Biswas's warning has cauged a
flutter in party circles, parficu-
larly because Biswas actgally
defended the Sports Minister in
today's Ganashakti. _

Biswas has ruled out Chdkra-
barty’'s espousing the conspiracy
theory [ and Subhasda watphed
the report together at Alimuldin
Street. The reporter, in his com-
mentary, said Chakrabarty has
accused a section of his party of
conspiring against him. |But

rty again'

there was no such comment in
the voice over This is not done,”
he said. Biswas had dismissed
the conspiracy theory "I don’t see
conspiracies everywhere,” he
had said a week ago.

Subhas loyalists are at bay
They can’t comprehend Biswa-s's
statement. “It doesn’t match with |
what he said in Ganashakii” a
district leader said.

The Sports Minister reported-
1y commented on it to his friends
in the party, One of them quoted
the nminister as having said; “Anil
Biswas and Alimuddin Street :
have the power to do such things.
I have told the party secretary to
let me know about what steps the
party is gning to take against me.
[ can, at least, expect this cour
tesv from my comrades.”
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“Buddhadeb tc
decide Subh
fate: CP

HT Correspondent
Kolthata, iy 6

CLAIMING INNOCENCE in the
Salt Lake Stadium scandal. Sub-
hus Chakrabarty today pleaded
for himself in the State Secreta-
viar meeting in response to the
show-cause served on hinn

The Chief Minister had ann-
nced in the Assembly that he
wonld ask the Sports Minister
how criminals made thely way
into the stadhum,

Alimuddin mandarins didn't
react to Chakrahartyv's version
They left it to Buddhadeh Bhat-
tacharjee to take a decision in
tube wirth the primary findings.
Parsy insiders said a four mem
ber core group of Buddhadeb.

Anil Riswas, Biman Bose and Ni-

rupam Sen was overseeing rthe
matter.

Subhas, in his reply is learm
to have stuck 1o the conspiracy
theory. substantiating it with
reports from the Sports Depart-
ment and Howrah SP Soumen
Mitra's knee-jerk eonvment that
the investigafing team  had
chaged the anti-soctals inside the
stadium. The Minister had con-
suited his party colleagne and
Housing Minister Gautaum Dob
betore compiling the veply

But the argument is nof likely
ta cut ice g5 Baddhadeb has ruled
aut such a possibility 11 his Ass
emmbhly statement. Subhas's detrac-
turs. especially in North 24-Pau-
wanas, are hoping that the Chief
Minister will come down heavily
e their arch rival The Sec
retariaf’s decision empowering
the OM has fuelled speculation
among the Amitava Nandi camp
that Buddhadeb might ask Subhas
to step down from the Sports Min-
istry tharing the CI1 probe,

Party leaders aven't ready to
huy this argument, “Atirmaddin
Srreet cottd have asked him to
step down inunediarely after the
mcident. Why shiouid a Minister
be allowed to conrinue when hoe
has eriminal links? Buf ngw 17 is

lare. The
walt tor the CID inguiry rd
Any decision in betwaen voukd
anly complicate the situatidn,”
The Sports Minisrer rhday
hedid o seeret meeling wity his
peers to chalk out his line of
defence. ~It is o conspiracy
malign Subhasdn Lefore
party conference, We have fgith
in the Chief Minister But il he
succtimby o pressure, we will
avenge our cause.” 1 Subhas oy
akist said, hinting at “uphdiy
finks™ of other party leaders,

after Tapas Ghosh Dag
arrest, They ave taken aback ths
the Government refused to grang
an extension to the Transpor
Minister's  chotve,  Santam
Guswami, ax chabrman of the
South Rengal Surface Transport
Corparation. g

oerion, 7
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UDAY BASU

STATESMAN NEWS §! RVICE

' KOLKATA, July. 5.

Mr Sub-
has Chakraborty’s fite hangs

.in balance as the CPI-M state
" secretariat is likely to mull
" gver, at its meeting tomorrow,

the stand the party should take

-on Salt Lake stadium scandal

and at its ramifications.
Hectic behind-the-scene activi-

. ties continued throughout the
. day with Mr Chakraborty report-

edly trying to marshal his loyal-

i ists in the party and the govern-

ment, while Alimuddin Street is
cautiously and confidently pro-
ceeding to clinch the issue.

The sports minister was seen
frequently talking to the chief
minister, Mr Buddhadev Bhatta-
charya, inside the Assembly.

Asked whether he had sub-

' mitted to the chief minister his
' written opinien on how crimi-

nals got shelter in the stadium,
Mr Chakraborty said he was
not supposed to brief the media
about it.

Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state
secretary, hinted on 3 July that
the sports minister would sub-
mit his views to the chief minis-
ter in a day or two.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
told Opposition members during
his reply on the Budget grants

of the Home (PAR) department
that they had needlessly drag-
ged the stadium issue in their
apeeches on the Budget as they
“will have enough time to spesk
on the matter”.

Much depends on Mr Jyoti Ba-
su's stand and Mr Chakraborty
is believed to be relying heavily
on the former chief minister,
his mentor.

Alimuddin Street is deter-
mined to act firmly. The CPI-M
state secretary has given a long
rope to Mr Chakraborty since
the latter revolted against the
party leadership before the last
Assembly elections.

It was mainly at Mr Biswas’

initiative that Subhas Chakra-
borty loyalists in both North
24.Parganas district and Cal-
cutta District committees were
accommodated though they
were defeated in organisational
glections,

Mr Biswas' judicions handling
of the feuding groups helped
the party regain cohesion. It al-
s0 ensured peaceful coexistence
of warring factions.

Now that the party is firmly
entrenched in its position and
the chief minister and the state
secretary are working in per-
fect harmony, it i8 to be seen to
what extent Mr Chekrahorty
gets Mr Basu’s support.

b EDbas

T adia te e

Action may be taken against
the minister after the Assembly
sesslon is over towards the end
of this month so that the Oppo-
sitioh can be denied the oppor-
tunity to score pointa.
Mr|Chakraborty may be strip-
ped. pf the sports portfolic and
this will be a big blow for him.
For, the two stadia — Salt Lake
and |Netaji Indoor Stadium —
provide enough clout to him te
gthen his support.
may not be
: Mr Pankaj Bane-
chairman of the Trinamul
-making body, feels that
LPI-M is unlikely to expel

Mv. anerjee referred to Press
reparts that Mr Buddhadev

him that the Sports
Mmi tar's expulsion would help
clean up the party’s image.

.



/Lveft attacks

Centre on
decision to
recall Bee

By OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT o r;(

New Delhi, July 1: The Left ar-
ties on Sunday termed the Cen-
tre’s decision to recall the Tamil
Nadu governor as a “totally
undemocratic and unwarranted
step” and warned the Vajpayee
government to “‘desist from any
further anti-democratic steps in
Tamif Nadu consequent to the
NDA team’s visit to the state.”
“Everyone knows that under
the Constitution where there is
an elected povernment, as in
Tamil Nadu, the governor has
only a nominal role to play.
Whatever he the criticism of the
manner of arrest of former chiet,
minister Karunanidhi and the
subsequent hehaviour of the two
Union ministers, the governor
had not played any role In the
deciston-making, Such a decision
was taken by the state govern-
ment and executed by the con-
cerned police authorities,” the
CPHM) and CPT said in a juint
statement issued here on Sunday,
The two Left parties said:
*“I'he DMK and the NDA have
been demanding the removal of
the governor ever since she
appointed Ms Jayalalitha as the
chief minister after her party
won a decisive victory in the
elections. The governor has
acled and behaved as per the
constitutional norms in the pre-
ont silualion."/
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Non-CPM minis
%Ysubmil plans

STATESMAN MEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, l\ei}' 28, — Minis-
ters belonging to the CPI-M's
partners in the Left Front will
submit the plans and pro-
grammes of their departments
to the chief minister for seruti-
ny and implementation.

This was decided today at a
meeting st Alimuddin Street
where Jhost of the ministers
leaders =at together to
out the strategy and di-

uddhadevy Bhattacharva
wilf take.

Lgst week. the CPI-M leader-
ship directed ministers from
party to place the plans and
ogrammes of their depart-
ents before Mr Nirupam Sen,
inister for planning and de-
velopment, so that they could
be implemented within a speci-
fied time frame,

Mr Biman Bose. CPI-M polit-
buro member, later teld report-
ers that there was some confu-
sion because it was thought
that all LF ministers would
have to submit the schemes of
their departments to Mr Sen.

“The question does not arise.
Ministers of our party have
been directed to interact with
Mr Sen who will scrutinise
their programmes hefore for-
warding them to the chief min-
ister. As for ministers of our
partners, they will ecordinate
their work with the chief minis-
ter. Their parties will also re-
view their performance from
time to time,” Mr Bose clarified.

—

The meeting, attended by Mr
Bhattacharya, Mr Jyoti Basu,
Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state
secretary, and other LF lead-
ers, formulated a guideline on
how the ministers should solve
their problems.

All ministers have been in-
structed to refrain from making
controversial press statements.
If they have any difference of
opinion with their Cabinet col-
leagues or the overall function-
ing of the Cabinet, they should
not air their problems in public,
but refer them to the chief min-

Lett Front Isaders and ministers at the CPi-M headquarters in

IR

ister for proper settlement.
The decision was apparently
prompted by the controvérsial
statements, often indicting the
state government, made by Mr
Subhash Chakraborty and Mr
Kshiti Goswami, the trangport
and PWD ministers of the last
government,
Both ministers not only priti-
cised the state, they even plais-
ed former vailway minister, Miss
Mamata Banerjee, for introduc-
ing several trains in the state.

The meeting also decided that
no new poliey decision w0u.ii:| be

oy

Kolkata on Monday. — The Statesman

rs will

1

taken by the ministers without

informing the Cabinet.
The LF committee will hence-
forth mest twice every three

months and review the progress of .

work of the departrpents at least
once a year. In case of any differ-
ence of opinion between depart-
ments, the problem will be sorted
out througn bipartite and, if nec-
essary, tripartite talks,

Nine ministers of the CPI-M
did not attend the
They had informed
earlier that they

gagements,
Ar
otk



@M puts party aPoMovemment

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 25

THE CPI{M) has tightened its
grip on the State administra-
tion. Party ideologue and hard-
liner Nirupam Sen, who helds
the Planning & Development
portfolio, will monitor the func-
tioning of all the departinents
under the 32 other Iministers
frem the CPLM), including
those under Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharijee.
Party apparatchiks sum-
moned all the 33 ministers to the
party headguarters at Alimud-
din Street this morning for a
meeting to discuss wavs and
means to improve the Govern-

ment's functioning. The Sate
party sccretary, Anil Biswas,
maved a motion proposing the
introduction ol a svsrem to
monitor the tunctioning of all
the ministers. The motion, 1n
line with the resolutions of the
19th  State conference, was
adoprted unanimously at the
moecting that was presided over
bv Polithuro member Biman
Bose and attended by former
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu.

Any new policies formulated
by the Governtment will have to
be discussed first at the party
level, those present at the meet-
ing decided. Three focus areas
have been idenritied -— the pub-
lic distribution syvstem. employ-

ment generation anfl develop-
ment of small and cotlage indus-
tries sectors,
“Emploviment gengration will
be the Government|s priority
areda.” Biswas said. ['The Gov-
ernment will alse coneentrate
on improving the wofpk culture,
apeed up work and will provide
a responsive administration.”
Biswas said all thg minisiers
would have to sit w{ith senior
officials of their |respective
departments [0 prepare an
action plan for the vear ahead.
“This action plan will be sub-
mitted to Nirupam $en. Mean-
while, every six mpnths, the
ministers will have {9 submit an
interim report on the achieve- .

ments and failings of their
departments tn Sen. wHO whiT
review this report and discuss
or recommend remedial meas-
ures, if case of any failings.”
The process will be repeated
at the end of the vear and afinal
review of Lhe progress as per the
orizinal action plan will be
undertaken by Sen. In case a
minister has not been able to
neat targets even after remedial
measures sugpested by Sen. the
case wili be forwarded to the
State secretary, who will decide
on the future course of action.
Biswas. however. ruled out
any punitive action agains
ministers if they are una
meet targets.
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“+ New Left, old lesson

G\

BY SUNANDO SARKAR'

Calcutta, May 25: The party that
swears by Marx still rules Ben-
gal's universities, marks don't.

So, what’s new? Nothing. Ex-
cept that Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jeetook over with the slogan of se-
tting things right where they we-
ren't. In education, for instance.

But one ef the first things his
party has done even before he has
spent the first month in power is to
select for the Jadavpur University
engineer’s post — equivalent to
that of a reader — a candidate
with inferior academic records to
at least seven other applicants’.
There were 16 applicants and the
selected person was the only one
who had second-division marks in
every examination he wrote.

The selection has created a
controversy in the university, re-
cently given a star-grading by the
National Assessment Accredita-
tion Council. Despite having a bet-
ter academic record than most
other state-controlled universi-
ties in Bengal, Jadavpur, admit of-
ficials and teachers, has had a po-
or record when it comes to “inapp-
ropriate selection of candidateg”.

The selected person is believed

to be close to a powerlul >M min-
1ster who was elected fram a Cal-
cutta constituency and i
chancellor of a universgy who

- taught previgusly at Jadavpur.

The persen who landed the job
passed his class X1 with second-
division marks in 1272 before
passing his graduation  incivil
engineering — in 1977, also with a
second class. University officials
say aperson geiting a second class
in engineering is guile rare. He
was working as rhe university en-
gineer in the Midnapore-based
Vidvasagar University and this
jobnow gives himthe opportunity
tostay in Calcutia.

One of the seven better-quali-
fied candidates witose applicaticn
was rejected is working in the
same university and was even off
ictating in the post for which ap-
piivations were nvited. He had a
first class in his graduation.

Here is a comparison of the
qualifications of the candidates.

Scelected person: second class
in HS and BE. No post-graduation

Rejected persons;

W First class in BE and post-grad-
uation;

B [irst class in B.Sc(engineering}
and in post-graduation from

Colompia University;

B First ¢lass in graduation and
post-gttaduation;

B First class in BE, MBA,

B First ¢lass in graduation and
post-grtaduation:

B First ¢lass in graduation and
post-grtaduation;

® First-class graduate, officiating
in samp post.

The |university’s standing
committge — comprising the vice-
chancellpr, registrar and experts
-— met 15 of the applicants on
April 20 bnd its recommendation
came up before the executive
couneil oh Wednesday.

The douncil meeting, on see-
ing the rpeommendation, turned
stormy. But it was passed bv a vote
-—most gouncil members are also
memberg of various CPM-con-
trolled igachers’ and non-teach-
ing staff fronts - despite several
notes of gissent.

Highgr education minister
Satvasadhan Chakraborty refu-
sed commneiit, referring the mat-
ter to vicp-chancellor Ashok Nath
Basu. Bu} Basu said: “Idon’t com-
meiit on fhese issues. Please ask
the univgrsity registrar.” Regis-
trar Rajat Bandyopadhvay was
not availgbie.




Our Kolkata Bureau

KOLKATA 20 MAY
EARLY DAYS vet. But the mind-
over-body syndrome is becoming
s0 apparent already that ¥ these
indicarions are in any way sugges-
tive of things to come, West
Bengal for the umpteenth dme
could threaten to be as industrially
rejuvenated as any other in the
country.

Fmagine the CIT dinner hosted
by Sanjiv Goenka, the new presi-
denmt on Sunday evening. Guess
who could be there in person to
grace the occasion and rub shoul-
dets with the local stars of the
industry?

Anil Biswas and Biman Basu.
Al smiles, humbly so. Enjoying
every bit of the attention they
commanded.

Two of the heaviest weights at
Alimuddin Street and hardcore
communists both, the presence of
the duo — one, CPI{M}‘s WB state
secretary and the other, a member
of the state secretariat and the
politburo — created a stir of sorts
at the Oberoi Grand ballroom.

First time ever? That was what
industrialist after industrialist or
executive after executive won-
dered. Never before, they suspect-
ed, was Anil Biswas seen at such a
gathering. Or Biman Basu.
Somnath Chatteriee was there too.
But then he’s “an old iriend”. the
chairman of the West Bengal
Industrial Development
Corporation.

What's up, mate? One thing
was absolutely sure, however,
Alimuddin Street was determined
to call the shots once again at
Writers Buildings as it has done in
the past 24 years. But this time like
never before.

A seasoned chartered accoun-
tant, not quite prone to propagan-
da said: “I think, I am smelling
something new this time. Maybe
they have realised that they have
their back to the wall and there-
fore, it has to be one huge effort to

FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THF INDIAN POLITI('

/Allmuddln heaviesr

pull the state back into the main- |

stream.”

come to gatherings like this, and if £
that’s so, I must say the party is
giving sufficient indications of the
serfousness of its intent” said a top
CI office bearer.

superb,” he said, alternately greet-

ing guests and trying to re-live i
: meeting at Alimuddin Street. He
with chief minister Buddhadev :
{ Mr Nirupam Sen| new indusiry
i minister.
{ mind, asked the
: and gave the most| correct replies”
Alimuddin
¢ would say. But Mr [Das was certain
{ {as he normally is) that the new
i tearn at Writers would be able to
! give a new dimension to the state’s
i development.

those moments that the CI had

Bhattacharya and industry minis-
ter Niruparn Sen at the party head-
quarters on Sunday rmoming.

But why did the CH meet the
chief minister at
Street? “Well that was where the
meeting was fixed, so that was
that” Goenka said.

“There is no harm in meeting a
CI delegation at the party head-
quarters. They are all known to us.
They had wanted to meet us here

and we thought why not. Afterall |
! ment programme, | improving IT
! pepetration in
i encouraging self |employment.
i “Besides, we spoke gbout the need

they wanrted to discuss issues relat-
ing to state’s industrial develop-
ment” was what theCM had told
newsmen after the meeting.

But frankly, the camaraderie at
i the CII and the West Bengal gov-
! emment, which has been in a
i limbo since its inception,”
! Sanjiv Mr Goenka.

the CU dinner surprised even
those within the government
machinery. Like a high-profile cor-
porate execuiive wondered aloud:

“It may still be too early to say cor- |
i eastern region of CII
¢ best efforts to marke} West Bengal
¢ 50 that the state rec
¢ ful share of investm

rectly what's geing to happen. But,
for once in many, many years,
everybody seems to be doing the
most politically correct things that

need to be done in order to spread |
i equipped to attract| knowledge-

a general message”.

And the message is clear: In |
i technology and bio

this renewed effort of the West

Bengal government to improve :
the quality of life — socially, :
infrastructurally and industdially |
— the CPI{M) party headquarters |
is going to back Buddhadev : i
Bhattacharya and his cabinet to

the hilt.

The rest is action, which needs !
: ment for youth who

to be followed up on.

“I am told they do not ever

Sanjiv Goenka was gushing ﬁ

ofcourse. “We had this meeting in :
the morning and it was just i
i ClI DIRECTOR general Tarun Das

meeting had howv

THEATRE
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was effusive about the mormming

was particularly appreciative abour

“He had a very open

ight guestions,

Mr Das said. Bricfed brilliantly, one

Discussion for| the morning
d around the
need for an econpmic develop-

e state and
to revitalise the joint taskforce of

said

Mr Goenka believed that the
would make

gived its right-
ents from out-
side. The state, he felt, was best

based industries like information
dchnology. At
the dinner in the ¢

self emialoy-
¢ intelligent

On generation of

THE NEw VANGUARDS: Chi
Sanjiv Goenka and i
prospects for West Beng:

but lack the financial resources to
start their business, Mr Goenka
said the chamber proposed ta open
the West Bengal chapter of
Bhartiva Yuva Shakt Trust. *A
wing of CIL the Trust has provided
financial assistance to more than
830 people for their businesses. It
has already recovered 91 per cent
of their loan from these people,”
Mr Goenka pointed out,

The taskiorce is expected to
convene a meeting within the next
4 o 6 weeks. The meeting will be
chaired by Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya Wr Goenka and




'Hawk turns ne

BYA STAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, May 19: From the iron
curtains at Alimuddin Street to
boardroom sessions with busi-
ness barons. Nirupam Sen’s new
avatar could well be the first lit-
mus test — as mach for himself as
for chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and the CPM. He
has se far been the ideologue
steeped in party rhetoric. He now
has to transformm himself into
talking — and deing - business,

_with people who would have oth-.

erwise found him ausual suspect.
The importance of Nirupam
_Sen in Bhattacharjee’s — or the
CPM's — scheme of things is evi-
- dent in the portfolic bag he will be
carrying. Not only has he been
given commerce and industry, he
dlso has industrial reconstruc-
tion. public undertakings and
 planning and developrzent. The
" four departments together make
- his charge the higgest agent for
“economic development in the
" state because these will involve
- some basic poliey changes,

While in the planning and de-
velopment department he is ex-
pected to outline the overall devel-
opment and growth strategies, his
handling of industrial recon-
struction and public undertak-
ings will show if’ he presides over
the old legacy of loss-making state
units or ushers in change by get-
ting these burdens off the govern-
ment’s shoulder The policies in
these areas will show the govern-

Nirupam Sen

W-ag mesm?h

under one ministry. Stru
it sounds excellent. But

Sanjiv Goenka, prest
Confederation of Indian
try (CII), said: “Sen will
take steps so that Bengal
the industrial map of Indi
CII president, I will mee
mjnister Budd.hadeb

will take the industrial
gence of West Bengal ahead.

ment's promised new priorities,
which, in turn, may go a long way
to attract private capital in the
state.

His first task would be to be re-
cast the West Bengal Industrial

Development Corporation, in
which he has o find a successor to
Somnath Chatterjee as chairman
and, more important, set the|pace
for the government's new agenda.

In propping up Sen’s profile,

STAGE & SCREEN
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the party has thoughi nothing of
clipping the wings of fance min-
ister Asim Dasgupta, Wwho is di-
vested of planning ang develop-
ment. Mrinal Banerjee, who held
the departments of public under-
takings and industrial recon-
struction in the earlier ministry,
has also been downsized to make
reom for Sen's big package.

All this and more for Sen for
twn basic reasons. Industrial re-
generation remains Bhattachar-
jee’s topmost priority. And the
party puts one of its most trusted
lieutenants to execute it. This,
however, could cuet either way; as
his choice for the all-important
task of the state’s economic
facelift would raise a question
about the party’s control over the
government. “We make no secret
that our party - strictly speaking,
the Left Front committee — out-
lines the govermment’s priori-
ties,” said a senior CPM leader.

Sen’s stature in the new Left
Front government is matched by
his steady rise in the party hierar-
chy. The 55 yearMarxist took CPM
membership in 1964, the year the
party was born of the split in the
CPI, became stale commitiee
member in 1984, Burdwan district
secretary in 1989, state secretariat
member in 1994 and central com-
mittee member in 1998, Before this
time, he contested the Assemhly
polls onlv once — in 1987 — and
was noted as a good speaker.
Thereafter, he withdrew into the

party shell. ,/,J/




lustry d CPM goes back on promise to Forward Bloc

Brother chides Panja,
calls for peace talks

BY OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

utta, May 19: Ranjit Panja
y called for immediate talks
reen Ajit Panja and Mamata
erjee to sort out the prob-
i that arose after his younger
her revolted against the
amul leader:

ut the Trinamul MP felt his
her should not have broken
y discipline. “Ajit did not do
+jght thing by attending the
wring-in ceremony when our
y decided to boycott it,” he

Ajit is one of the founder-
1bers of the party and his
vances need to be addressed
@ is one of us. There may
» been some misunderstand-
with him, but this can be re-
ed once a.proper dialogue is
ated with him,” Ranjit Panja
wources said Mamata was
-<committal about Ranjit
ja’s proposal but does not
+it out completely:
The elder Panja, who attend-
tmeeting of Trinamul MPs at
shna Bose’s south Calcutta

Ranjit Panja.
Picture by Kishor Roychowdhury

residence last night, ruled out a
split in the party and pledged his
loyalty to Mamata despite her
poll debacle. “I am with Mama-
ta. There isno question of my de-
serting the party. If I really de-
cide to leave Trinamul I will guit
politics and go back to my profes-
sional work,” Ranjit Panja, a
noted skin specialist, said.
He felt it would be wro
blame Mamata alone

Acam for

He felt several factors, includ-
ing wrong selection of candi-
dates, lack of funds and proper
planning, and the presence of
BJP candidates, sealed the fate of
Trinsimul nominees in 54 Assem-
bly consttuencies.

He conceded that his hroth-
er’s acts and utterances on the
eve of the election affected the
party’s prospects in some areas
falling in his constituency, Cal-
cutta Northeast. “Mamata toiled
a lot, but did not get the desired
result,” he said.

“She should have consulted
the party conveners in all the 42
Lok Sabha constituencies over
selection of candidates before fi-
nalising the list. We lost both
Bongaon and Deganga to the
CPM due to wrong selection of
candidates. Besides, Congress
workers did not help us in many
areas in my Lok Sabha con-
stituency (Barasat),” he said.

Trinamul! MPs, who met at
Krishna Bose’s residence Iast
night, condemned Ajit Panja for
defying Mamata’s directive and
issuing statements against the
party’s interests before and after
the elections.

Partner
seesred
at berth
U-turn

BY OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, May 19; The Forward
Bloc's request for two new min-
istries — forest and tourism —
was today turned down by the L
CPM. which did a volte-face on the
issue and decided to retain both
the porifolios in the new Left
Front Cabinet.

Instead, the Forward Bloc
wis offered the cooperation port-
folio, which the party had held
in the previous governments as
well.

Observers said the CPM's
stand indicated its “big brotherly”
attitude towards smaller partners
though the party has lost its ab-
solute majority in the Assembly
The Forward Bloc staked its claim
to the two departments in lieu of
cooperation after its tally in-
creased from 21 to 25. The CPM, on
the other hand. lost seven seats
and ended up with 143, five short
of the majority mark.

The Forward Bloc had to real-
locate the portfolios among its
nominees at the last moment.
State party secretary Ashok
Ghosh announced this afternoon
that according to fresh arrange-
ments, its MLA from Dinhata,
Kamal Guha, who was earlier
promised the departments
of forests and tourism, would
get agriculture. Naren De, the
legisiator from Chinsurah, will
be minister in the cooperation
department,

The CPM had earlier promised
to hand over the forests and
tourism ministries to the Forward
Bloc leadership after it agreed to
concede cooperation.

“But today it is a loss of face for
us as the CPM has gone back on its
promise and taken away the two
departments,” Ghosh said this
evening. He said he was sum-
moned to the CPM office last

| evening by Jyoti Basu and polit-

buro member Biman Bose and in-
formed about the changes.

“We were Jeft with no option
but to agree when both Basu :
and Biman pleaded that they
colld not part with the two depar
ments due to protests by pa
functionaries,” Ghosh .
adding that he could not but oiiige,
“when leaders like Basu regretted
the change in the parly’y
decision”.

Caught unawares, Guna, who
was summoned to the party office,
said he did not know anything
about the portfolio changes, “Till
yesterday, I was under the impres-

sion that I will have to headﬁw{
and tourism,” he said. }




CPM decides to oppose E JP Congress

Politburo okays Buddhadeb
as West Bengal chief minister

By SuaHm FAR[DI ﬁr (71

New Delhi, May 16: The CPI(M)
on Wednesday decided to position
tiscif as an anti-Congress and anti-
BJP force and declared its resolve
Lo oppose the Congress at the Cen-
tre. The idea clearly being to wean

away some of the NDA partners

from the BIP.

“Our policy towards the Con-
gress would be tit-for-tat. We
would do to them what they did to
us in the just-concluded Assembly
cléctions,” CPI{M) general secre-
tury Harkishan Singh Surjeet said
after the first post-election meeting
of the party’s politbure here on
Wednesday. Predicling an early
disintegration of the NDA, which
is ruling at the Centre, Mr Surjeet
said, *“The pariners. of the BIP
should see the writifig on the wall
and leave the company of the party
that has been rejected by the peo-
ple. The NDA partners would
affect their own poll prospects if
they do not take a fresh look at
their alliance with the BIP.”

He said that the Peaples’ Front
would soon ecmerge as a new
national political alternative. The
front would soon launch a mass
struggle against the anti-people
policies of the.NDA governmert,
Mr Surjeet added. The politburo
put its seal of confirmation on the
continuation of Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee as the chief minister
of West Bengal. Mr Bhautacharjee

is‘all set to take oath on Friday. |

The highest policy-making body
the CPI{M) also discussed the
ssibility of some of the Left

Fraqnt pariners secking more Cabi-

lightof the CPT{M) not winning a
majority on 11s own.

“The details of ministry forma-
tion will be discussed at the Lef
Front mcetinv “in Kolkata on
Thursday,” a senior CPI(M) leader
said. Mr Buddhadeh Bhattacharjee
nutlined the priority of his new
government in the state by saving
that he would lay emphasis on pro-
viding primary education, health
and better roads 10 the pecple of
the stale. The mecting was attend-
ed by Mr Surjeer, Mr Bhasttachar-
Jec. Mr Jyoti Basu, Tripura chiefl
minister Manik Sarkar, former
Kerala chicf minister E.K. Naya-
nar, Mr Sitaram Yechuri, Mr
Prakash Karat, Mr Anil Biswas
and Mr Bimon Basu. The party
discussed the -Assembly elections
and said that the victory of the Left
Front in West Bengal had atiracted
national and ‘international atten-
tion. “It is a confirmation of the
relevance of Left policies and a
fiasco for the opportunist policies
of anti-Marxist alliance indulged
in by the Trinamul Congress and
Congress combine.”

Mr Surjeet said that the Congress
should understand that coalition
politics in the country was here to
stay.

NEW WAVE: West |Bengal chlef minister Buddha v Bhattachar_]ee
talks to senior party leader Jyoti Basu while Ha
looks on during |
Wednesday. A phptograph by G.N. Jha

THL ASIAN

shen Singh Surjeet
e politbure meeting of the @PI(M) in New Delhi on
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“Poll results reflect popular resentment: Politburg

Rethink support,
fo

c""P Msﬂ

NEW DELHI, May 16, — The
CPI-M Politburo today asked
BJP’s allies to reconsider their
support to the NDA govein-
ment because the Assembly
election results have “reflected
the popular resentment against
it's anti-poor, anti-worker eco-
nomic policies”.

At the end of its one-day ses-
sion that discussed the poll
resuits, the Politburo said:
“The BJP's electoral perform-
ance shows that its economic
policies, with naked appease-
ment of big business and
MNCs and the series of cor-
ruption scandals, in particu-
lar the Tehelka exposure,
have incurred strong disap-
proval. It is for the allies of
the BJP to realise that associ-
ation with such a party is af-
fecting their own mass-base
and harming their prospects.”

The Politbure, while iterat-
ing it's commitment to “fight

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

against the policies of the

\
BUDDHA INVITED

gal Governor, Mr |
Viren J Shah, today invited
Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
to form the government.
I — SNS

N Industry captains to
attend swearing-in: page 3
B Photograph on page 6 .

Centre, including the surren-
der to the TUSA on the missile
defence plan”, called upon all
secitlar forces to strengthen
the People’s Front.

Asked about the party’s atti-
tude towards the Congress, Mr
Jyoti Basu said: “Everything
will be decided at the coming
central commitiee meeting”.

The Politburo expressed sat-
isfaction at the fact that the
BJP has been routed in all the
five states that had gone to

poils. In Kerala and West

Fron
ko I

- e

L poe:t

gle

KOLKATA, May 16, — The |
' West Be

NDA allies

Bengal, it couldn’t win a sin- '

at.
In |West Bengal, where the

LF has won 199 seats and got |

49 per cent votes, the results
had vindicated the state gov-
ernment’s policies, it said.

Mr Basu, Mr Buddhadev

i gal left for Kolkata this eve-
ning, The CPI-M state commit-

tee meet tomarrow to fi-

will be sworn in on Friday.
Thel otherwise tightlipped Mr

|
§
E

Bhattacharya said the new

government's priority will be
primary education, infrastruc-
ture, [industry and health.

The| CPI-M accused the Con-
gress of forming a secret alli-
ance |with the RSS-BJP and

Muslim fundamentalists in

Kerala to
Demgceratic Front.

The| Politburo, however, un-
derlined the need for a *gelf-

examinyio’* of the
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defeat the Left -



HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Mav 16

reticent about thie compaositi
of the Government Buddhadeh
Bhattacharjee is about to form
in Bengal, but indicated that the
party intends to keep an open
mind on its rolations wirh the
Congress.

General-secretary Harkishan
Singh Surjeet. who had warned
the Congress against forming
an anti-communist front, said
today that the CPUM)'s rela-
tions with the party would
depend on the latter's attitude.
He added that the CPIOV) would
sirive todevelop and strengthen
the People’s Front.

Harkishan Singh Surjeer, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and Jyofi
in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Media-shy Buddha s
v

BUDDHA INVITED TO FORM GOVT

Gaovernor Viren J Shah on
Wednesday formaly appointed
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee as the
Chief Minister of West Bengal and
invited him to form the new Left
Front Government.  PTL, Kolkata

The only hine that Bud-
dhadeb would drop about his
new ministry was that it would-
n't be bigger than the previous
one. Buddhadeb. perceived as
the main architect o’ the Left’s
victory in Bengal. generally
stayved clear of the media during
his brief visit ta Delhi. He will
be in Kolkata tomorrow for
meetings of the CPI(M) Srate
committee and Left Front part-

asu during the CP1{M) Polithuro

ys little

bl
his ministry will b= finalised.
All he would say to journal-
ists was what he has been say-
ing ever since he replaced Jyoti
su as Bengal's Chief Minis-
ter: that he would focus on
hgalth, primary educatlon.
ropds and infrastracture. And
ng, he would not comment on
AMamata Banerjoe.

uddhadeb gave inrerviews
to party newspapers only dur-
ing the visit. An exrended inter-
acfion with the media was

ARVIND YADAY! HINDUSTAN TIMES

rs, where the composition of

i
|




l-al\ll;oom ¥, 58 7895 o[RS ¥ uim

—

OIBIEUILRR 943 Wy wondnaiod qmd oy sdeys Suoays
b edow pasruroad oY uoiasp 1S a3 ur 101058 DININILE
913 (8318 PUT UOIBIISTUNIPE O} SETJISUIE PUB NEYIIAD ‘saLyy
~ETIPUL G0 5100y PInos &y pres oy ‘saejd sumng sty Jroge Burype],
"Pies vArRyIRl R I « YA0m pood sumns
UOP PRY JUIWILIADS 2y} JRY)} SAIUSTIIST) a1 UF 818704 a3
PIUIALOD 03 POfIeY PY ap, ssflod o1f3 oS0 ss0ystETU 0oy pip Aqpm
« IO PRIINS prRY om
E3RIBAGI oY) pepusyaadds pey sy, seuedieg-g YinDg mw aseq
SIN-1dD 93 G UDISOIS 210495, ¥ UadY SBY alayl paqnwpe Iy
"Aep [tod oY1 uo asodeupipy
UL atafola Jnoge Jundad sotjod due pasisonl jou peYy oy pies ay

0 ADYIRY S Py 8U) pafiey oy "SAUIWOOLIONE B} SH0IIAD pue
stanuoy mou dn wado ‘opna o] jo sawadk py jsed Y] JO SJUIWIAAYL
"HOB BYY UTEISNS 03 A1) PINOM TUSTIUIAACE MAU o) p1Bs nae
W Suonatpad snioq s11 gim swepqold Ty 08T NG ‘U
“SOIIUUT PUT UNISOIUOD Se4Bald £[U0 304 91 sE, ¢ 018 og 09 f{od
XD YY) SjueM sumsIg 2y © pereajep umog 2484, 1YY ‘PAOUNON
UE dIam symsed [jod 3o ey Joyw djreadss ‘pojeary usey
pey uolssasdwi uy pinsqe fod e SYHRBIUN, ay) pasead sey
Sdoad snowsuod Aesnod, s sjegs 24] ‘nseq L7 0} Jurpaoroy
« Ajtelens aqeiiopmos Lroa
¥ 831 smosys ATy peuy ayy yng, ‘Aanolen oqelomos e 108 prnom
&1 R0 paatpasd pey ey pivs Alvyoddes ajels W-ldD a4y
o« FOYR) ATU oY1y oty
oy} Jo ofdosd eyy peacid suy L1010t 8y, piEs DU OY S
oy vATeydR Ry g Ay poruedwonnr Ul “puReyIng eylnep sy
nede pue uigde sraydeadooyd ayy 1oy pesod 9§ "poxey
ot Payeo] ‘mesyiae Sumum sy 0A10331 01 “wrd ggrg punoae
S0UI0 BI92O FUILmIal oyy o1 awmiga otp ‘ediEypeneyy ap
« Srpuedap
UDIEINPa puw enxjud “Yareay Gr £|jeeedse sasdey DWUS alam axaY,
TRWUIIALT ST fo saantey ayy 0o wted 03 oY1 ose pmom [,

djdoad syuerp

pus

SNS — "apeq

- 9P JRI009(9 S Leyw [nurewlLy, 9y} a1 woyisod 1oy uietes oy (eI

- 94 J0u JY3T Jafiauey S8y Pres o . FPUBY J3Y 1e unissasdas
pue uotsseaddo padapns sey fuwed ayJ,, ‘Avpvl pIEs IBpYig
uedey, iy | ‘osliouey BIBWR Y SSIN s jou jng, ‘urede sono
[BrIULY, oy} Yy dn-ey feur Jpg oy, — gy Lo YIVHION

ViVWYW Ol ON “INWYNIYL OL S3A drg

WdO 403014

14 MAY 20

y
»
:

"Jusmdoaaap 83188 241 10j semrqisuodsar toyuaad Wiy} uo
pasozseq sey ypiga Aogia jo moy sugg Juimp soeed urejuew pug
FUENSAL J50WID, MOYS 0} Upuilired STy pafin JejsTurw 18140 8y g,

"PIBS 8Y ‘Uom pey seyBprpues uorysod
-d() a10w 31 1a1jeq Gaoq 2ABY prom 33 « 901 2aTRITLSUOD B £Byd o
uoiIsodd(y ay) 1edxe o8] ap,, 'pres o4 ‘swajqosd ey eafns pue
pureisispun 0] Apeal st juswitaacs ay) 1eqy uornsoddgy syy Jof
P05 PEY OUM 3501} OUTAULOD 07 A4} MOU PIHOM o1 35y oy,
Sonstumoddo Afferuessa st pue Aojospt a0 swnresSoud Lue
30 PIOASp S1 20UBT[E 243 et} uosear A[dUlls 9K J0j W] Ayl Ulm
[RUBULLT 5580800y 34} 15139 0] JuRMm UpTP £oyy Afuresaan ng
‘eueyd B 10§ anowep pip sjdnad UL, "onb sryms 8y Bunmepumer
wt yazeg s apdead oY) uwy) srom sem IpIaa Yy} yeyy s1eprenbpeay
9eYs SW-Id) 9Ul 1B pius ehieygoeyyeqy Aspegppnyg IW
‘o[doad 3y sparmoy  Lpigisuodsad SNOTLIOWa pue epng
-nead doog, 1o esuss v ylm o1 PoliY 1y Aaed gy o) Lof yyinorg
ATut jou £30101a 8y pros n BY [OAP Jj4 pue seamsig [y I
: ‘oldoyd ay3 03 apnineid doep, jo osuss v
Pu¥ BLIOYINS g3im sy 4TINS w00 Y0s a1} J0f £10901A DLI0PSTY,
SAUOLY YT 91 pugaaal Lepoy W10 oYL ~ LT KB ‘VIVHION

-
/ﬁ ANAHIS SMIN NYWSILVLS

UT JAORIn)
FJdrIn -




Y

EXCLUSIVE

~ ‘Tam

THE CAMPAIGN heat has
tanned him. I fthat is {t; Bud-
dhadedb Bhai: ‘eg 1§ far from

tired, The Chiey = ‘ster has just
kicked off Left ¢ . campaigh
against Mamaia _rjee’ Tri-
namool and will ‘e whole
hog. Unconvincea . people

would vote in an unstable regime
for the nex! five years, Bhat-
acharjee says the next Left Front
Government would be focused
only on development and lay spe-
cial stress on industrialisation,
“We have been in power for 24
years because of the people of
Bengal, and we will remain in
power with their support”, he
tells Arindam Sarkar in an
interview. Excerpts:

Now that the Left Front cam-
paign hinges so much on you,
do vou feel burdened?

No. I am not alone in this battle.
My colleagues and party work-
ers are campaigning too. Jyoti
Basu himself isleading from the
front. Leaders of the other three
front allies too have joined the
campaign. It is not just my party,
it is the Left Front as a whole
fighting the Opposition.

But you are the selling point
of this campaign?

(Laughs) Buddha leads Bengal
to polls? That's a-wrong way of
looking at it. Individuals matter
very little. We are more con-
cerned with ouy programmes,
poticies and what we would do
in the future. We are going to the
polls on the basis of our pro-
grammes, not with any individ-
ual as our USP

How would vou rate your per-
formance as CM so far?

How can 1 judge my perfor-
mance? It is for the people and
the media to judge. In fact, this
has been too short a period, and
1 am not at all fully satisfied. I
am trying work and improve
things in my own way. I am not
irving to step into Jyoti Basu’s
shoes, because they would be too
big for me (laughs). But I can
assure you, I am getting support
from all guarters: from common
people, from party cadres, lead-
ers, from the chambers of com-
merce as also from the media. So
my hunch is that we are com-
fortably placed and will win
again handsomely.

Have you made an effort to cor- -

rect the obvious mistakes that
the Government committed?
Yes, We are tryving to critically
analyse our mistakes and have
identified the areas where we
made mistakes. Education,
health, police, industry are the
areas where we have failed. We
have set up primary schools in
all villages, but have not been
able ensure good teachers.
Health is another area. We have
a large network comprising
everything from primary health
centres to hospitals. but health
administration in the State has
50 far been very weak. We must
improve the conditions of the
centres and the guality of ser-
vice. As for police, I am telling
officials to behave and be polite
with people. Personally, Tam try-
ing to reach out to the man in
the street.

1 am trying to do a few things
about the system. It is difficult,

4
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because it is part of our colonial
legacy Policemen tend to think
they are superior to people. But
they should realise that they too
are part of society

We are also trying to acceler-
ate the process of industrialisa-
tion. But infrastructure in the
State is still in 2 bad shape. We
have enough power, but the
roads are appailing. We need
good roads and highways link-
ing all areas of industrial
growth. Say from Kolkata to
Falta, from Kolkata to Uluberia,
from Kolkata to Haldia, and the
North-South Corrider. We have
formulated some programines,
but this remains a major
headache for us. You must also
consider the Centre’s step-moth-
erly attitude, the License Raj,
the attitude of the banks
towards this Government for 15
longs years before you judge our
performance. They were major
hurdies to industrialisation.
Take Haldia, it was pending for
12 years. Then we roped in
Ratan Tata and Purnendu
Chaterjee to put it together. But
this is not to deny that we were
late starters. But sincel994,
investors are coming in to Ben-
gal, with Rs 20,000 crore already
invested and Rs 48.000 crore in
the pipeline. This is without tak-
ing the MoUs into account.

Do you think land reforms in
Bengal have hit a plateau?
Yes. I think we have vy completed
the process except in a few lakh
plots of land, some of which are
under litigation. After this we
have to move inte what you
might call the second agrarian
campaign. Here we must con-
centrate on diversification of
crops. We shouldn't produce just
rice. We must also encourage
production of oil seeds, vegeta-
bles, fruits and so on. Floricul-
ture and Horticulture too should
get their due importance.

The Government, frankly, is
trying to do better in all spheres
and sending circulars and
orders. But mere Government
initiative won't do. Without
organised movements in all
spheres of life, things cannot
improve. People won't suffer
this.

is Jyoti Basu to blame for the
mistakes of the past 24 years?
Why? I too was part of the Gov-
ernment. We all were. [t's always
collective responsibility.

Will industry enjoy top prior-
ity if you return to power?
Definitely That will he our
thrust area, We have made sig-
nificant strides in agricujture.
It’s been a success story. Our
emphasis this time will be on
bringing about indusirialisation
in Bengal. My top priority. We
are past the take-off stage, now
we have to fly and fly right.

There are rumours that your
own party men are out fo
engineer your defeat? Do you
see that Thappening in
Jadavpur?

Absurd! 1 don't believe this.
There could be sections with the
odd grievance, but I have full
confidence in my partymen who
are conducting the elections. 1
don't see any serigus problem
for me.

not alone in this

With Samir Putatunda your
principal opponent in
Jadavpur, do you think he can
make the going tough for you?
I don't think Samir Putaunda
will make a difference to my
prospects in Jadavpur. I am the
CPL(M) candidate there and
Putaunda has run into a blind
alley People would prefer me to
him.

People have accepted vou, but
don’t you think an anti-
incumbency factor will work
against the Left Front and the
CPI(M) in particular?

1 am a partyman and I believe in
the party’s ideclogy and pro-
grammes. [ cannot wish away a
certain anti-incumbency factor.
That’s bound to be there because
we have been in Government for
the past 24 vears. So [ am telling
the people ‘I understand your
problems, your grievances, but

please bear with us. We are now -

correciing ourselves,

Mamata Banerjee is no
longer with the BJP, the party
you have always said is com-
munal. She is also not in the
Union Government anymore.
So you have lost all your
slam-the -Centre planks.
What will be vour campaign
point against hexr?

1 am not fighting her. I am fight-
ing her party The Trinamool
Congress has no ideology. it is
basically like the Congress, but
had joined hands with Nathu-
ram Godse’s successors (The
BJP) for political gains. Where
is ideology gone? Gandhism and
Godse? What concoction! Her
statements are all negative. She
is responsibie for all Central
decisions taken over the past 17
months:closing down of mines,
factories and destroying our
public distribution system. The
greatest crime the Trinamool
committed is that it encouraged
the BJP to grow in Bengal.

How do vou look at the new
Trinamool-Congress alliance?
They were always together in
Parliament, Vidhan Sabha and

inthe panchavats. Now a broken
glass has been glued back into
shape. Yet's see what happens.

Are we¢ going to see anocther
whitewash of the CPI{M) in
the city?

I don't think so. You have to dif-
ferentiate between Lok Sabha,
Vidhan Sabha and corporation
elections. In 1994, I won with a

heartedly support us. We
have the largest suppurt base
among students. It is the neo-
rich middle class voters, who

for us. They love foreign cars,
chocolates and cosmetics. They

The

Are the Opposition fears true
that Bengal will witness the
bloadiest election this time?

We have problems only in some
areds. OF the 447 police stations,
only seven or eight are volatile,
We (will deploy huge palice

d
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forces there and I have asked the

administration to be on its toes.
I can assure you that pelis this
time in Bengal will be totallv
peaceful. My administration
will remain neutral.

Will the people see mellower,
humbler party workers if you
win the polls? Because vil-
lagers complain that middle-
level CPI(M) leaders have
become a bit too arrogant.
Yes. We have some problems like
that, It is 4 problem of growth.
When we started in 1977 we had
37,000 party members. Now we
have more than two l[akh. We
have a mechanism whereby we
orient our party workers to
behave and go to the people like
communists., But it will take
some time.

Does the rise of the PDS sym-
bolise the protest of the hum-
ble in your party against
hardliners?

There are no hardliners or liber-
als. After our special party con-
ference. we unanimously adopt
ed a party programme. We had
no differences. I discussed their
problems. 1 tried to persuade
them. but failed. And they have
taken 8 wrong decision. As for
their coming back, thev have to
accept and understand our
party programme.

If you win, what will the new
Bengal vou lead look like?
How different will it be from
what it was?

(Laughs) It won’t be Buddha's
Bengal. It will be our Bengal. We
are facing a tremendous eco-
nomie crisis in the country The
GDP is coming down. Industry
and agriculture are stagnating.
But in Bengal, [ will {ry my best
to change the life of people. T
will improve the lives of those
below the poverty line. Give
the young generation new
avenues in IT, biotechnology.,
genetic engineering and all
modern sciences. And of course
the industrial scenario will see
a sea change. I don’t subscribe
to Chandrababu Naidu's views
that only technology and
high-tech will make the State
prosper. We have to take
Bengal's social environment.
its desires and needs into
account,

Since the Opnosition forces
have come together will the
Left vote-share fall?

Look, they have nol come
together, The BJP has gone in
one direction. The Congress and
the Trinamool are trying to
merge, but there are a lot of dif-
ferences between.them. Also. in
the 1996 Assembly poils, when
they were united. wé won hand-
somely. S0 we see no difference
this time. Just the merger of the
two Congresses won't make any
difference. You should under-
stand that politics is not simple
arithmetic. One plus one makes
two, But in politics it can also
make a zero.

Do vou think the CPI(M) will
return with a simple majori-
ty by itself or will it come
down below 1487

Yes. I firmly believe the CEHAM)
will retain its majopkys in the
House.
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April 8: A day after he was al-
legedly attacked by CPM support-
ers in Burdwan, Saifuddin
Chowdhury said he was ashamed
of having been a member of the
party for over 20 years.
Addressing a protest ratly in
the town this afternoon, the CFM
rebel and chief of the Party for De-
mocratic Socialism (PDS) said: "It
was beyond my imagination that

the workers of the party with
" which 1 was closely associated for
the past 20 years could attack me.”
Coming down heavily on the
CPM, he said the party had lost the
support of the common people and
was now trying to win the Assem-
bly poll on muscle power.
Chowdhury was attacked ves-
terday, reportedly by CPM ac-
tivists, at Islampur in Nadanghat
Assembly constituency, from
where he is contesting the polls,
The CPM’s Burdwan district sec-
retary Madan Ghosh has, howev-
er, dented the involvement of his
party workers in the attack.
Chowdhury attended another
election rally at Kalna before
reaching Calcutta tonight. He will
ledge a complaint with the state
election department tomorrow.
Chief electoral officer
Sabyasachi Sen said he had asked
the Burdwan district magistrate
to submit a report on the incident.
Sen said Chowdhury had lodged
an FIR with the Purbasthali police
station. The election department

“Saifuddin blast:
CPM for a(ttzackg '

e

> &

ice
to initiate actjon against thosg'in-
volved in the fheident. )

Blaming {PM supporters|for
the attack on his party chief, BDS
general secretiry Samir Putatfin®
da demanded a “public apology”™
from the Marxists, Putatundag al-
leged that CPM central commigteé
memniber Nirupam Sen, along with
party leaders from Burdwan, had
masterminded the attack. 5

He said 70 per cent of the CPM
leaders did not want any attackon
their political rivals, but sych
things were being organised at the
behest of the rest. T

Putatunda said Chowdhury's’
car was damaged in the attapk.
“Chowdhury had to leave with¢ut
addressing the meeting (in Islam-
pur) and we will observe a protest
day tomorrow throughout the
state to condemn the incident.”

The CPM Burdwan district
secretary denied any attack jon
Chowdhury by CPM cadre. Ghgsh
said neither was Chowdhury as-
saulted, nor his car damaged.

Ghosh said Chowdhury was
supposed to address a rally in [s-
lampur at 4 pm vesterday, though
the PDS did not have police per-
mission. The CPM, too, had organ-
ised a rally there. Chowdhury
reached at 8 pm and was moving
towards the venue when one of his
associates passed some filthy com-
ments at CPM supporters.

Ghosh said senior CPM lead-
ers intervened and the tense sitya-

has also aslre theLdistrict po

tion was brought under centrol,..~
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| ‘LET ME BE KNOWN THAT V'M ONE OF YOU... ANL

i

r Buddhadev Bhattachar-
Mya is one of two persons
| likely to be the West Ben-
| gal chief minister this time next
' week. He is the incumbent, has
been in office for six months and
. has, in equal parts, been a benefi-
ciary of his party’s long stint in of-
fice and a victim of the less savou-
ry aspects of its record over 24
vears,

The general impression is that
i he has played & cameo innings as
chief minister with his gentle,
persuasive style and no-nonsense
way of doing things. If next week’s
election boils down to a clash be-
tween personalities, Mr Bhatta-
charya does not compare unfav-
ourably with the other contender
for the job, Miss Mamata Bane-
rjee (who, incidentally, was ap-
proached similarly for an exclu-
sive interview but has so far
claimed she is preoccupied),

In an hour-long, no-holds-bar-
red talk with UDAY BASU, Mr
Bhattacharya explains the chal-
lenges to his government and his
goals as chief minister if the Left
Front comes to power in the
toughest of elections since 1977.

Here are excerpts from the in-
terview.

Q. What will you do, if vou lose the
elections?
A, T don't know whether I will win
or not. That is not the question.
The quesiion is whether West
Bengal will move forward or will
be destroved by some thoughtless,
unscrupulous, unprincipled, op-
portunistic power-seekers.
Q. You have, so long, been dealing
with one woman adversary, Miss
" Mamata Banerjee, Now you have
two with Mrs Sonia Gandhi on the
scene. How will you deal with two
women?
A. Well, I do believe in the em-
powerment of women. But I am al-
. 8o convinced that the two women
vou refer to have not the power to
dislodge us from power.
Q. Miss Banerjee claims she ach-
ieved in 17 rmonths as raidway
minister what the Left Front
couldn't do in 24 years. How do
you respond fo that?
A. People know everything. They
| are mature enough to compare
and contrast. They will judge
what we have done and what Miss

| Banerjee is claiming. They will re-
| | spond accordingly on 10 May.
|| Q. Why is it that you are concen-

We don’t want to
our wrongs: Buddha

hide

¢
|

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya at the interview. — Shyamal Maitra

trating so hard on vour constituen- “feilures”

cy, meeting people in o way you
never did before? The word is you
are imitating the Trinamul chiefs
style of functioning. Will you re-
main the same after you are re-
turned to power?’

A. I am a common man and my
motto is to live up to the Tagorean
ideal: “Let me be known that I am
one of you, no more than that and
let that be my final identity.” The
media is following my every move-
ment now that I am the chief min-
ister and people tend to believe
it's something new I am doing.

I have no role model here. [ have
been in politics for the past 39
vears and gone to every corner of
the state meeting people of every
walk of life in my own way.

The media has forgotten that I
was the first to reach the flood-hit
areas of Ghatal in 1978, faced the
flood-victims’ wrath and got beat-
en up. But I had the satisfaction of
being the first to take foed to
them. Later, the attackers regret-
ted their action. [ was also with
the riot-hit people of Katra in
Murshidabad.

Q. Is your selection as chief minis-
ter an attempt fo whitewash the

of the Left Front govern-

ment over|the past 24 years ?

I undertake

we have
people wi
cesses and failures.

Q. Your main motto and the key
campaign slogan is "We are fturn-
ing around”. You're repecting the
phrase at| almost every poll rally.
Isn't it an admission that all was
not well

tion, information technology and
restoring work culture. What had
you been |doing for over two dec-
ades? The health care system has
collapsed|and many students are
forced to keek admission in medi-
cal and |engineering colleges in
other states. Isn't it an indictment
of your gdvernment ?

A. I have been telling pecple that

BUDDHA: page 7

il these years? You are
now falking about industrialisa-

first place, how can an .
such a |

A SIATESUA>
- & MAY 2001

-~



! M .

"CPI-M's bid to check exodus to PDS.

s nervousness of the Marxists over the iaum:g o the
PR by Saituddin Chowdhury and Samir Putatunda
comes tyud and clear from Monday's atterances of top CPI-M
leaders who short of outright abuse, have used all the choicest
expletives to run down the new party and its leadership. That
Jvoii Basu, Buddhadev Bhattacharya and Anil Biswas could
hrand the fwo PDS leaders traitors and sav openly that the
DS was a “bogus™ party founded without any ideology, for
scoring personal gains and hatching a conspiracy to split
their party, shows the level of concern that has gripped them
after the formation of the new organisation. They held a
meoting with party aclivists in Jadavpur as it fears large-
scale sabotage by party workers and sympathisers which may
seal Buddhadev's fate in this constituency. The fear is
understandable since in the 1999 parliamentary poll Krishna
Bose, the Trinameol Congress candidate, had a lead of over
6000 votes over her CPI-M rival from the Jadavpur segment.
Having never cared to nurture the Jadavpur seat, the scene,
both Buddhadev and other fellow Marxists fear, will get
worse with Putatunda, who was the secretary of the party's
south 24 Parganas unit, joining the PDS with his followers.
The message is not difficult to follow when Anil Biswas says
that there are a number of party members in south 24
Parganas who are sitting on the fence. There are at least twe
MPs frenn the area, close to Putatunda and many other key
party functionaries still busy assessing the implications of
join ng the PDS, Their going over would be disastrous for the
CPI-M. What is ironic is Jyoti Basu calling Saifuddin a
traitur; last year he personally acknowledged his guill for not
having protested against the injustices that the PDS leader
was subjected to while he was in the party. The Marxists,
apparently have different responses to different situations.

What hothers the Marxists is the factional feud, mutual
mistrust and hatred that have gripped the party not only in
south 24 Parganas but also in other districts. The leaders are
unable o predict who at what level will sabotage the party’s
proxpects, The large-scale sabotage that was resorted to by
party cadres in 1998 and 1999 Lok Sabha polls in Dum Dum
was subsequently repealed in the Salt Lake and Hooghly
municipal polls. The Frankenstein monsters they created for
riggring elections appear to have turned against them.
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BY A STAFF REPORTER

Caleutta, March 5: With As-
sembly elections knocking on
Bengal's doors, Jyoti Basu
today conceded that the new
party floated by Saifuddin

Chowdhury and  Samir
Putatunda would cat into the
CPM'’s vote bank.

Basu’s admission — made ata
closed-door meeting of party
workers from South 24-Parganas
at the Jadavpur stadium — is in
sharp contrast with his public
speech two weeks ago when he
had said the new outfit “will not
affect the CPM’s poll prospects™,

CPM state secretary Anil Bi-
swas, too, had insisted that the new
party will not make any difference
to the CPM in the elections.

Amid the reassessment, the
CPM won a breather today with
transport  minister Subhas
Chakraborty pledging to contest

the Assembly elections.

Chakraborty told reporters at
afunction at Sealdah railway sta-
tion he attended with Mamata
Banerjee that he had “ne praob-
lems now in contesting the elec-
tions"” as the three conditions he
had placed before the party lead-
ership were “being looked into”.

However, Chakraborty, who
had been keeping the CPM on ten-
terhooks on his future course of
action, left the door ajar, saying he
would reconsider his decision if
the party violated any of the con-
ditions.

Heagain ignored the party dik-
tat of not praising Mamata pub-
licly, saying she “had done a lot for
the betterment of Calcutta”, Ma-
mata, on her part, turned to “Sub-
hasda " for help to start the Digha-
Tamluk train service before the
polls. Chakraborty assured her all
help. (See Page 10}

The two had gone to Sealdah to

inaugurate a subway. However,
Congress MLA from Sealdah,
Somen Mitra, who had shared the
dais with Mamata on earlier ocea-
slons, did not turn up today, the
day after eight Congress legisla-
tors led by Sougata Roy joined Tri-
namul.

To prevent a Congress-like sit-
uation, the CPM leadership is
doing iis best to instil confidence
in its workers. Basu’s meeting
today was intended to be a morale-
boosting exercise for the party’s
Sotith 24-Parganas workers, who
were associated with Putatunda.

Basu spoke of the rebel dug —
Chowdhury and Putatunda — in
scathing terms, saying they “com-
mitted a heinous crime by form-
ing anew party”.

“They will definitely cut into
our vote bank.... It is beyond my
imagination that such senior lead-
ers can quit the party without any
valid reason. But the party they

THE TELZG | .

- § MAR 2t

B;asu Wargis/i)any of
“rebel raid on votes

have floated is bogus and has no
concrete agenda on how o serve
the people.” Basu said, He urged
his partymen to get ready for the
“most serious electoral battle™,
Basu said that Putatunda, the
former South 24-Parganas district
secretary, had net returned the
car the party had given him thres
vears ago.
Reactingto Basu’s charge later:
Putatunda refuised to return the
car and the mopile phone that the
party had given him. “Nor will [
return the party documents lying
with me..comle what may” he
said.
Biswas alerfed party workers
against a “divisive force” trying
hard to weaken the organisation
before the Assembly elections.
Chief minfster Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said Putatunda had
attacked the party when it was
“facing challenges from-Frinamul
Congress”.




amir a cheat,

says Basu .¢-
e X

HT Correlpondent LY
Kolkata, March 5
Ed Samiy

Putatunda. who left khe CPI1.M
Jjust before the polls, & “traior”
and a “cheat". \'

“Is this the time ta ] ave? If by
was determined to sover ties he
could have done it months ago.
e agreed to continue as distrier
secretary only a week ago. What
could have happened in a matter
of days that he had to apt vat?™
Basusaid ara party general body
meeting at the Jadavpur Stadi-
um.

Basu was angry also over the
way Putatunda refused to return
party property “He is g cheat. He
has stolen party property too.
What ir they were in hig name?
Did he buyv them on hisown’1iing
have two party cars inmy ngme. |
Should [ usurp them?”

X

JYOTI BASU todav
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(LE)ID I leave the CPI (M)?
An ne can ask me this
becawyse I grew with the party
during the last 30 vears. It is a
long account. I will touch upon
the primary reasons that final-
1y led to this separation.

The process had started
much earlier I was removed
from the party central commit-
tee in 1995 for a reason that is
not clear to me till date. When 1
asked the party to come clear
on the removal, it mentioned in
a central commit-
tee note that the
reason was “politi.
cal.” Does it con-
firm the pariy's
claim for democra-
ey within? Would
anyone ever dare to
note his political
difference?

Later, 1 came to
know that the party
had removed me |
because 1 opposed
its decision {0 move the “no
confidence"” against the Con-
gress Government after the
Babri Masjid demolition. I still
stand by my opinion. I felt that
the BJP was gaining grounds
and was posing danger even if
it was not in power. 1 feared that
the no confidence would crease
trouble for the Congress and
the other secular forces in the
ensuing Assembly polls. The
Congress, though in power, had
become weak by then and com-
munalism was on the rise.

T chose to wait because I did-
n't feel it was healthy to take a
political debate to the streets
immediately. 1 withstood the
pressure within but could feel

- the suffocating centralism

devoid of democracy [ am not
the first to peint it out. The
‘ty has noted this problem

'FIRST PERSON'

SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHURY

-* Why I left the CPM |

O.f P (f it L,
evefl before me 1, therefore,
demanded that the party }
should de away with the organ- |
isational principle of democra- |
tic centralism. It does not guay- '
antee the fransparency people
expect from us, especially when
the party is participating in the
democratic process.

The world outside had wit-
nessed a sea change by then.
The collapse of socialism in
many countries along with the
stagnation in communist move-

ment called for a

review of the
entire  situation
j and building up a
E| new socialist

model. The concept
of the dictatorship
of the proletariat
was also brought
under the scanner.
Many  countries
thought of rebuild-
ing a pluralistic
socialism that has
place for other views.

Keeping this in mind, we
were debating the CPI (M)'s
participation in the Central
Government that communists
had not thought of earlier The
party rejected the view in 1996
hut swallowed the proposal
later. Was it not a blunder? It
weakened the Third Front and
landed the CPI (M) in splendid
isclation. I thought it right to
ventilate ail these issues
through the media.

It met with a flutter within
the organisation. Members
started raising their voices
against the authoritarian
clauses like serving an expul-
sion order without a show
cause on the accused. I hoped
that all these demands wo
be taken care in the Sp
Party Congress.

ial
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/@M expels
< Putatunda

~
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, March 2. ~ The
CPI-M state commititee today
expelled from the party Mr Sa-
mir Putatunda, former South
24-Parganas district committee
secretary for “serious” violation
of party discipline.

Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state
secretary, said today the dis-

‘;n((:it secretariat g L
a informed instances
the state com- POLLS IN APRIL bitter wrang-
THIRUVANANTHAPUR-
AM, March 2. — The chief
election commissioner today
indicated that the Assembly
pelis in West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Assam
and the Union Territory of
Pondickerry would be held
in the second half of Aprii.
Mr ME Gill made it clear
that no one could vote with-
oul photo-identity cards and
warned against attempts to
forge the cards. — UNI

mitiee that Mr
Putatunda had
kept in his pos-
session minutes
of party meet-
ings, important
decuments and
letters, a com-
puter machine,
a mobile phone
and a jeep. Nor
did Mr Putatun-
da submit to the
district unit ac-
counts of expen-
diture incurred during his Cu-
ba tour.
The district secretariat wrote
to Mr Putatunda on 24 Febru-
ary requesting him to rerurn
the things by 28 February.
However, the district secreta-
rv informed the state commit-
tee on 1 March that Mr Puta-
tunda had neither sent any re-
ply nor returned the articles
This, Mr Biswas said, entailed
serious violation of party disci-
pline and the state secretariat,
which was authorised to take
action, decided to expet him ac-
carding to relevant provisivns of
the party constituticn.
Mr Putatunda told the Press
on 1 March that he needed
those documents and articles
" for his political activities as
murh as the CPL-M needed
them. Mr Biswas gaid Mr Puta-
tunda’s act of retaining in his

possession party property even
afier leaving the party was
highly immaoral.
Putatunda’s reaction: Mr
Putatunda rejected Mr
Biswas’s charge that he had
commited an immoral act by
not returning the documents to
the party.
“When the CPI-M was formed
out of the CPI, there were
m o a n ¥y
of

ling over party
documents and
property. If
that was not
immeral, how
cari my action
be terred
immoral?” Mr
Putatunda
asked.

He said he
had nothing to
say on
expulsion since

~he was mo
longer in the party. *I am not
using the party decuments and
other articles.in my name for
any business purpose. I have
made them avallable to a
political party for political
activities. Hence, my actions
are beyond reproach, ™ he said.
LF candidates: The Left
Yront today announced names
of six more candidates for the
Assembly polls,

Mr Anil Biswas said four of
the candidates are from the
{1P1-M and one each from Sosh-
it Samaj Party and Biplabi
Bangla Congress, The LF has
conceded two seats to the RJD
and one to Janata Dal (38). The
RSP and the Sogciaiist Party
will also get one and two more
scats respectively.

B Pranab meets Mamata:
page 3
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE L
KOLKATA, Feb. 25.-The Left
Front today released its list of
candidates for the coming As-
sembly polls, dropping four min-
isters of the cutgoing Cahinet
and bringing in 93 new faces.
The decision to field freszh
candidates is aimed at infus-
ing new blood into the minis-
iry, if the Leit Front is re-
turned to power.

“Mr Buddhadev Bhattachar-
va can form his team with
new faces, while many of the
freshers will have grealer ex-
posure to the parliamentary
system,” Mr Anil Biswas,
CPI-M state secretary, said.
The list sets at rest specula-
tiong regarding whether the
transporl minister, Mr Sub-
hash Chakraborty, will leave
the party. The minister, along
with some of his ciose associ-
atas, are in the fray,

The list reveals Alimuddin
Street’'s deft handling in strik-

ing a balance betwee
factions of North 24-Palg:
If the CPI-M leadershi
aceornmodated the tr
minister’s nominees,
ing Mr Ajit Chowdhwy and
athlete Ms Jyotirmoyee Sik-
dar, it has also fielded his de-
iractors 1tke 3 Amitava Nan-
di and Mr Manas dMukherjee.
Likeveise, some of the close as-
sociates of Mr Samir Putatun-
da, the partys [ormer South
24-Parganas district secretary
wha quit the party e join forces
with Mr Sailuddin Choudhury,
have ajso been felded.

Arong the notable new faces
are My Nirupan Son. slate sec-
relarigl memhber, fiom Bardha-
man South. Mr Gokul Bairags
from Mr Jyoll Basu's constitu-
ency, Satgachia and My Laksh-
i De from Vidvasagar.

The names of
22 f o intal
~ el

A Al epnre, Fooaig
be given te LFs nalional al-
ites, including the RJU and

the Janata Dal (S},

Candidates for eight
seats will be named later.
There are 29 women

Mr Debabrata Bandy
hvay of the RSF and Mr

party's zentra! committed di-
rective 1s that a candidate|can
contest a maximum of three

msTATESIW?
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ministers off LF list

terms. However, it has au-
thorised the state committee
to make certain exceptions.
Mr Subhas Chakraborty had
gquestioned the logic behind
the directive. He, however,
told repcriers today that he
would abide by the party’s de-
cision and seek re-election
from the Belgachia East.

Mr Biswads said the state
committee, which met during
the day, authorised the state
secretariat te take action
against Mr Putatunda.

The South 24-Parganas dis-
trict secretary has written 4o
Mr Putatunda seeking ex-
pianations for “certain mat-
terg”. The state secretariat
will announce iis decision on
the action to be taken against
Mr Putatunda within a week
on the basis of his reply. The
Front’s pell manifesto will be
reloased on 1 March.

B Photograph, another
report on page 3 /
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BIRTH OF 3 PART

Bengal may witness mote plurahs

HE formation of a new party by CPI-M dissidents Baifud-
din Chowdhury and Samir Putatunda is a sign of ghowing
cracks in the CPI-M which could lead to new combindtions.
Putatunda is a prize catch for Saifuddin, but he has been
aggrieved by Alimuddin Street which passed over many of his
nominees for Bengal's fortheoming Assembly polls. A split in
a Communist party is always pregnant with ideological
significance, The last time the CPI-M split it was to give birth
to the even more extremist CPI-ML, an index of the
revolutionary ardour of the 1960s. Rellecting changing times,
the issues are different now; the new party has dropped
“Communist” and substituted “Democratic” in its nomen-
clature, and Putatunda calls for a less regimented and
dogmatic party. By declaring itself against dictatorship in all
forms, including “dictatorship of the proletariat”, the PDS
shows signs of being inspired more by European-style liberal
and social democratic ideals rather than Chinese Maoism.
This would be a welcome addition to the spectrum of
ideologies available to the people who currently have to
choose between the sterile dogmatism of the CPI-M, the
charisma driven politics of Trinamul, and Congress which
has a passing and rapidly diminishing interest in the state.
The dissidents’ diagnosis of what ails the CPI-M is an acute
- one — 1t harbours a bunker mentality, the “he who is not with
me is against me” syndrome which may be suited to
authoritarian times but is out of place in a democratic society.
- Secondly, it is in “ideological quarantine”, developments In
economy, society and technology of the last 20 years having
passed 1t by. Thirdly, apart from having implemented land
reform and panchayati raj, it has run out of ideas about how
- to bring about the state’s development. But PDS still seems to
be enamoured of some of the old leftist slogans, such as
. fighting against US hegemony, when given Bengal's current
state it is difficult to see why foreigners should want te
exercise hegemony at all. Assuming that Subhas Chakra-
borty shakes off his masochistic turn — he has claimed he
will not leave the party unless “beaten with a stick and driven
out” — and launches his own outfit, the state’s political
landscape will be opened up in interesting ways. Asim
. Chatterjee, another leftist dissident, is critical of the PD)S an
the ground that hasn’t distanced itself sufficiently from
communist orthodoxy. The real issue is whether the new
parties will align with the Left or with Trinamul. It is con-
ceivable that the next assembly election will yield a coalition
government with no single party having an gbsolute majority
. — even if it is a Left Front governmend, the relationship
between the CPI-M and other constituepfs will be altered. All
- of which will be a prelude to further ¢urning, bringing to an
end the era of CPI-M dominance.

NE STATESMAN
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| Calcutta, Feb. 25: The CPM has
{ naminated transport minister
t Subhas Chakraborty from Bel-
| gachia East, hut the leadership is
| not sure of retaining him.
t The Chakraborty camp’s dis-
| comfiture with the list was evi-
"dent from the manner in which
| the trausport minister reacted,
E “I helieve as a purty soldier 1
| have got {0 go by the candidates’
} list. regardless of whether I like if
[ of not. Bul I must hasten 1o say
| that I will take my decision on en-
' tering the fray in a day or two,” he
‘ told reporters.

he Le 0 has kept 12
| soals vacant many of which will
1 be given to the parties of Laioo
| Prasad  Yadav and Mulayam
| Singh Yadav.
i The CPM has nominated two
'[ state secrefariat membeors
I Nirupam Sen and Shyamal
| Chakranhorty — who are expected
i to be inducted in the Cabinet if the
} Left Front returns to power,
| Senwillcontestfrom Kurdwan
| South and Shyamal Chakraborty
| from Manicktala.
% The party has only three secroe-
[ tariat members in the Cabinet
i Buddhadeh Bhattachariee, Surva
{]’\dmd Mishra and Mohammed
| Al As such, the leadership in-
| tends to induct more Key fuic-
l tionaries into the Cabinet.
| “With both Jyoti Basu and
| Shanti Ghatak opting oui of the
3 fray this time, we intend to hring

| OUR BUREAU (5\Q 6\4

¢ Subhas stalls fi

1n more key party functionaries
into the Cabinet. This will help in
effective gavernance as well as
hetter co-ordination with the
party,” said CEM politburo mem-
ber Sailen Dasgupta.

In South 24 Parganas, where
dizstrict secrelar y Samir Putatun
da guit the party (o join Saifuddin
Chowdhury’s new ouflit, the CPM
hae noininatled seven Pufatunda-
loyalists, including Rishi Halder
and Rathin Sarkar in an obvious
maove o rope them in.

In Nagia, the CPM has nonii-
nated athlete Jyotirmoyee Sikdar
fur the Ranﬂphat Wesl Assembly
seat. The sressholdsihe seat
oW,

Former Lok Sabha member
Asim Bala, who lost to BJP nomi-
nee Satyabrata Mukherjee in the
last polls, has been given a ticket
for the Ranaghat East constituen-
oy.

In Calecutta, the CPM-ied Leoft
Fronf has re-nominated some old
guards, These inciude a Rajva
Sabha member and two sitting
councillors.

Two Front couneciltors - -Sud-
hianshu Sil and Chanchal Ghosh

- have heen nominated for
Jorabagan and Sealdah Assembiy
segments respectively.

The Fromt has also re-noninat-
ed city-based businessman Saiya-
narayan Bajaj for the Jorasanko
Assembly seat. Bajaj losi the seat
last time as a Forward Bloc candi-
dats.

The CPM has changed seven .

‘andidates in North 24-Parganas

district. Amjtava Nandy, & ment-
her of the CPM’s North 24-Par-
ganas district secreiariat and
leagler  of the  aafb-Subbas
Chalrabortiy eilon 1o the die
trict, is eouin g Do Hadua.

After the CPM. i1 iz the Foi-
wurd Bloewlich hm Chiged the
maxhrun bomiber (0D of candi-
dates this vine 'The .RSP s feld
ed six new crardiates and the CPT
five, '1'he Revoluiionary Caminu-
nist Pariy OF india (RO, o
minor gonstituent of ihe front,
has changed one candidate this
titne

The CPM has not chianged any
of the sitting M1.As in fdisiurbed
arens like Gurbieta mud Keshpur.
Minister of slate for transport
Sushanta Ghosh, will again con-
test from Garbets East. In Kesh-
pur, sitting MLA Nandarani Dal is
siilt i the fray.

The CI'M was rehictant to lake
any risk in Keshpur and Garbeta
as Lthe Trinamul Congress is try-
ing to make aon inroad there over
the past fow vears.

In Panskura East, the €¢PM
candidate was defeated i1 the 1996
polls. This iime, the {*PM has
opted for the seat bt has not vet
annoyhced (he rame of the candi-
date.

1 is Yearnd (hat e Midnapoe
districl leadership had again rec-
ommmended  Sisir  Sarkg the
candidate in 1996, bat tho leader-
shiphas nof approveddhe nomina-
tion.
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CPM picks new
faces & bhas

/
BY A STAFF REPORTER \

' Calcutta, Feb. 25: Staring at
" the toughest Assembly elec-

tion in 24 years, the ruling Left
Front today unveiled a list of
candidates that seeks to ac-
commodate dissidents and
propel new faces into the
House.

One of the big surprises on
the 290-strong list, predictably

 dominated by Front overlord

CPM with 208 seats, was the un-
paralleled decision to shed 42 sit-
ting legislators — 35 of them
from the CPM alone.

Among the dropped were four
ministers, Shanti Ghatak, Proloy
Talukdar (both CPM), Debabrata
Bandyopadhyay (RSP) and Bhak-
tibhusan Mondal (Forward Bloc).

The 1ist focuses on three objec-
tives: create space for the upward
mobility of yvoung functionaries,
prevent the dissidents from teant-
ing up with axed rebel Saifuddin
Chowdhury and correct the pub-
lie perception of corruption in the
organisation. It mirrored the
CPM leadership's tightrope walk
to prevent one of ifs biggest
headaches, Subhas Chakrabarty
from deing a Samir Putatunda be-
fore the polis. Putatunda had
walked out of the party to join
Chowdhury’'s new ouifit.

i !

w faces, 10 from South |

| As where the parly is |

| fractured after Samir Putatunda's |

; departure i

| o Spbhas given Belgachia East again, |

| though he wanted to switch seats.
But many of his nominees
accommaodated

| #Buddhadeb to seek re-slection from |

\ Jadavpur, a Trinamif stronghold

| @dr clash-scarred Midnapore, most
| sitting MLAs, including Sushanta
i Ghosh, have been renominated

Alimuddin Street accommo-
dated six of the nine supporters
Chakraborty had recommended
for tickets but fielded him again in
Belgachia East. rejecting his plea
for Dum Dum, a safer constituen-
cy. The leadership reckons that
Chakraberty’s supporters will not
leave the party if they manage to
win. Chakraborty said he would
accept the list but added a rider; “T
will take a final decision on enter-
ing the fray in a day or two.”

Another striking feature is the
CPM'’s decision to project as many
as 70 new nominees, including
athlete Jyotirmoyee Sikdar. Sev-
eral new candidates will contes#

from South 24-Parganas, where
Putatunda's departure could
make a dent.

Other Front partners together
fielded 23 new candidates. “No
party will dare fieid so many new
faces in an election. We can do it
because we are known for our ca-
pacity to experiment,” said Anil
Biswas, state CPM secretary.

However, the move to pack
such & large number of newcom-
ers is being seen as an attempt to
tighten the party’s grip on the gov-
erntent # the Front returns to
ower again.

The list also ended speculation
hat chief minister Buddhadeb
hattacharjee will either shifttoa
afer constituency or contest from
wo seats simultaneously Bhat-
acharjee will seek re-election
rom Jadavpur, considered a bas-
ion of the Trinamul Congress.

Like Chakraborty, finance
inister Asim Dasgupta and
WD minister Kshiti Goswami —
ho are facing daunting electoral
attles — and their Cabinet col-
leagues have been renominated to
ekisting constituencies.
Satgachia, having lost much of
ik glory with the retirement of
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ESSION ENDS / OPPOSITION BOYCOTTS

LICITATION ’

~Jyoti Basu bids adieu

By Malabika Bhattacharya ~

CALCUTTA, FEB. 24, The former Chief Minister, Mr.
Iyoli Basu, 87, bowed out after attending the
last session of the current West Bengal

 Assembly ending his 55-year-career in electoral

|

|
|
|

i
|

poiitics.

Mr. Basu, who symbolises the fading
generation that founded the Indian Communist
Maovement, bade farewell to fellow legislators on
the last day of the session. The only jarring note
was a boycott of the occasion by the oppasition
Congress, Trinamoaol Congress and the BJP.

Barring a 5-year break due to a disrupted
election, for 24 of the total 55 years, Mr. Basu's
stoney visage appeared to have been sculpted
on the House as he went from strength to.
strength to head one of the world’s longest
serving Communist Governments.

Mr. Basu had relinquished office last
November and announced his decision not to
contest the coming assembly elections. 1 will,
however, remain in politics and continue 1o
help my party in every possible way. I am
retiring from electoral politics but not from
politics in general. A communist never retires,”
Mr. Basu today told the emotion-charged MLAs,

The House was packed with legislators,
journalists and visitors who wanted to witness
the historic departure of the most influential
Bengal political leader from the Assembly.

The Opposition boycotted the last day's
proceedings saying il did not wani to withess
the felicitation of Mr. Basu. “He faiiled as an
administralor and Bengal was doomed during
his tenure. Why should we felicitate him?”
asked Mr. Abdul Mannan, the Congress Chief
Whip.

An unperturbed Mr. Basu, who has been
witness to many histories during his long

political innings, had n
tirat he could do what

regrets. He was happy
e had set out to do

when the CPI{M)-led Left Front assumed office

in 1977.

Always a self-effacing| politician, Mr. Basu-
brushed aside the credit given to him in many
quarters for the Front's [glorious victory in
elections for 53 consecutive terns.

Mr. Basu's association with the Assembly

began in 1946 when he
constituency. The Mush

on from the Railway
League was in office

in Bengal. His otherwise| uninterrupted
Assembly career was disrupted for 5 years when
his party boycotted the 1972 poll on grounds
that it was rigged by the|Gungress under Mr.
Siddhartha Shankar Ray’s leadership. “I entered

the Provincial Assembly

jith two other

Communist party members, 1 was always given
the opportunity to piace pur views in the House

by all Speakers,” he said,
The Chief Minister, Mr

Buddhadeb

Bhattacharjee, spoke about Mr. Basu's
ocutstanding contribution [to the House,
Representatives from various front partners -
CPI, Forward Bloc, RSP, GNLF and others

echoed the sentiment,

Mr. Basu was presented a shawl, a plaque and
a bouquet by the Speaker| Mr. Iasim Abdul
Halim, on behalf of the members,

The Speaker said Mr. Basu had entered the
House on May 14, 1946, as an ordinary
member. He became the Leader of the

Opposition, then Deputy

hief Minister and

later Chief Minister for a yecord 24 years. Today
again, he is going back as jan ordinary member.
Later, Mr. Basu laid the foundation stone for

the Millennium Building o
and unveiled a portrait

Sinha, father of the
Chandra Sinha.

e State Assembly

ate Bimal Chandra
gress leader, Mr. Atish
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“Saif launches party,
stop viole

CPM to

20

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ~

KOLEKATA, Feb. 21. - The wait
for disgruntled Marxists ende:
today as Mr Saifuddin Chooil-
hury and Mr Samir Putatund:
launched the Party for Demno-
cratic Socialism to “end the po-
larisation between the lLoft
Front and the Trinamul-BJP."

The PDS is against all forms
of dictatorship, including the
dictatorship of the proletar
at, and will work for deiuo-
eratic soctalism, Mr Ches
dhury, the party presideni.
said at the first party confio-
ence, Mr Putatunda is the
secretary of the new party.

The CPI-M dismissed ")
as: “one more party, adding
to the national tallv of 44

The CPI-M has more than
227 000 members and not ov
en half a per cent will be
swayed by the PDS, said Mr
Anil Biswas, CPI-M stafe ser-
retary.

Mr Choudhury and Mr Pui:-
tunda criticised the CP[-M
which they said was not cals
desperate to cling on to pow

. lso ruthiessly in
mingrity  view

Y1 of democratic
e CPI-M that
« avwny omembers who
seerificod o lot for It just
v their views don't con-
1 Hhose of the ruling eot-

w7 Me Choudhury said.
My Putaiunda said; “The rul-
g ol " believes their's is
the last and the people
The CPI-M (he
segretary Gill
diry s was desperate-
wingh o epver up its Yail-
the Aszembly polls get

. bt we have to
Cdtieally.”

v too arked the
oo nhnleash vio-
i ils opponents,

; 0, Mr Putatunda
1d, that as fong as he was
{h the 'PL-M. the leader-
shi ashed B Lo work for it,
mit the moment he left he
was heing hranded an agent

rre,

o]

941
Mr Anil Biswas shot back
saying the patty hadnt sin-
gled out anyope. “How 1s it
that My Putatinda concludes
it is he we are referring to?”
Mr Cheudhurny too repudia-
ted the CPI-M ¢harge that the
CIA was fundipg him, “T am
getting funds from the same
sources as the| CPI-M. If its
zource is the CIA, so is mine.”
He regretted |Mr Jyoti Ba-
su's reported remark that the
CPI-M would fappropriately
deal with™ Mr Putatunda. “1
don’t belicve a|leader of Mr
Basu’s stature can make such
a remark and it’s probably a
media distortich. But, if he
really sald so it is likely to
give wrong signals to cadres.”
Mrs Tapati Baha, CPI-M
MLA from Taltala, joined the
PDS.
Putatunda’s sirccessor: Mr
Abul Bashar has been unani-
moualy elected sécretary of the
CPI-M'= South |24-Parganas
committee in plage of Mr Samir
Putatunda.

B Photograph on p@/

mbmm
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“Wife follows n
Putatunda’s

A
-”J\\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE

KOLKATA, Feh. 20. — Mr Sau-
mir Putatunda’s wife. Mrs
Anuradha Deb, and a dozen of
her colleaguas left the CPL-M
today to join hands with Mr
Saifuddin Choudhury.

Mrs Deb was one of the secre-
tarieg of the All India Demo-
cratic Women's Organisation’s
state unit and was an active
membher of the CPL-Ms South
24-Parganas unit for the past
three decades.

Meanwhile, the CPL-M today
called Mr Putatunda's stated
reasons for
quitting  the
party “false”.
The “political-
ideological dif-
ferences”,
which he cited
as the reason
for his leaving §
the party, were
“a cover for his
efforts ta dis-
rupt the party”.

Mrs Deb said
the lack of de-
mocracy within
the party and a
series of wrong
decisions by
the leadership
in the past few
vears had forced her to guit the
CPI-M.

She said though some leaders
had approached Mr Jyoti Basu
to restore democracy in the
party, nothing came out of if.

The party, Mrs Deb alleged,
had interfered even in the per-
sonal lives of some of those who
bad left, The leaders had once
told Mrs Sudeshna Chatterjee.
member of the CPI-Ms Caleut-
ta district committee, to leave

Mrs Anuradha Deb announces fer
decision at a press conference on
Tuedsday. — The Statesman

ootsteps . ¢
ps, e

her husband Mr Subir Chowd-
hury who guit the party last
year, she said. Mr Chowdhury
was also a member of the dis-
{rict committee.

Mrs Deb came down on the
CPIM for tta failure to curb the
viplence being spread by the
Congress and the Trinamul
Congress, She also held the
CP1-M responsible for inspir-
ing anti-secular forces through .
its wrong policies.

Among those who left the par-
w along with Mrs Deb are Mrs
Sudeshna Chatterjee and Mrs
Madhumita Deb !(both mem-
s bers of the CPL-
M's Calcutta
I istrict
committee).
, The CPL-M.
onr the other
| hand, alleged
“heinous effort-
8" were on to
disrupt the
party “at a time
when the Left
Front is gear-
ing up to fight
the Trinamul-
BJP in the As-
sembly polls”.

The palitical
and ideological
basis of Mr Pu-
tatunda’s attack
on the CPI-M has a “social-dem-
ocratic character which is out-
side the Marxism-Leninism",
the party said. ‘
Trinamul charge: Mr Shov-
andeb Chattopadhyay (Trin-
amul MLAY said in the Assem-
bly todav that Mr Putatunda’s
statement  yesterday had
vindicated the Opposition
charge that the Left Front goy-
ernment had failed to develop
the state.
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ndrapt dies
at'82.

funeral on

Thurs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLEATA, Feb. 260 - ']
leader Jndrajit Gupta 1521 died

15 home in the city early
day. He is survived by wife Sur-
alya Begum, a sen ond three
daughters.

Mr Gupta was suffering, fror
cancer for quite some and was
being treated at All !rm“;: inzii-
tute of Medical Scie: CUielha
He was brought 1o b ERB
17 Junuary and sank Inic coms
the next day. The end cumd ot
3.45 am.

Mr Gupta was the cousivy -
first Communist Unien noa-
ister and also had
tinctien of being the
serving member of

Sabha.

He headed the OPl ana alse
its trade union wing, th Al
India Trade Union Cungress,
for a long time.

The body was taken to Q%K\T
haspital for embaiming and
then to Peace Haven, Ruli
Ahmed Kidwa: Street, Tor pres-
ervation.

The cremation wiil take plac
on Thursday.

The body will be taken Bhu-
pesh Bhawan, CP1 state hear'
quarlers, before the crematio
to enable party warkers 1o pay
their last respects.

Both the housges of Pariin-
ment were adjourned after con-
dolence references.

Leaders of all parties visitea
Mr Gupta’s home on hearing
the news, Among them w
Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharie,
Mr Biman Bose Mr Saugsio
Roy, Mr AB Bardhan. 1
dagopal Bhattacharya .

jurudas Dasgupta.

Tribuies pourad in {voe .0 ﬂS’l’ATm
parts of the counirv. My Buo.: :
dhadev Bhattachdrw L
bed the late Cammurics 1w n
statwart of demaocratic aad
trade unien movements,

“In his death the conntry has
lost a man deeply commitics 1o
the welfare of the people s
democratic ideas”,

Mr Jyoti Basu said: "Fusterl-
ty will remember him with rev-
erence”. He described Mo (rup-
ta as an “unrelenting cham-
pion of the downtrodden” wnd a
man of “indomitable spirit.”

The Governer. My Viren J
Shah, said; “I had the privilege
of being persenally acquumf:vd
with him for more than 33
vears. We were [riends andir i<
a personal joss to me”,

T
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B More reports on page 8/
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Axit could hit CPM

HT Correspondent
Kolwata, February 19

Dk
W
, —'\

FTER MONTHS of vacdilla-

fion Samir Putatunda hus

inally taken the plunge.
With the Assermbly polls round the
corner, the desertion of CPI{MYs
South 24-Parganas district commil-
e seeretary s a major jolt to the
party. Putatunda bowed out at a
time when the party was getting
veady 1o field Chief Minster
Buddhadeh  Bhattacharjee  from
Jadavpur to fight the most crucial
clection.

What wus clearly a toss for the
CPIiM). was a gain fur the expelled
party leader Saifuddin Chowdhury.

The  Saifuddin camp  looked
uphcat today, Jans Chetana organ-
isers believe that Putatunda™s move
would  hasten  desertion in the
CPI{M}y South 24 Parganas district
commiitee. ST district secretary
Uttal Cihosh and Mahila Samity
leader Anuradha Putatunda will tol-
lone suit shortly.  Welcoming
Putatunda, Saifuddin. clarified thit
the new outfit will contest the Left
Froot and the Trinamool-BJP
combine. “We are thinking of an
slitanee with Congress onlyv i 11
doean't go for a tacit or an overt
understanding with the Trinamoui
amd the BJP in the State”
Putatunda’s resignation has once
apain kindled speculations over

what  vebel  leacer  Subhas  tions don't get bitter,” enough care o ayoid unpleasant  sgamst course ot human progress.
Chakrabarty  would  do  after Staic CPUM) scoretary Anil reniarks g ainst Putatunda.  We should concentrate on its fallout
February 25 when he gets the final  Biswas maintained that it woukl  ~Cosmunist Parny| s a voluntary  on our cconomy insiead. 1 have
list of candidates. have no impact an the coming elec- organisacdon. Apyone s free 10 tricd in vain to convinco my com-

For the timc being, Chakrabarty

has decided to train his guns from  power

{Left) Samir Putatunda with Ashish Chatterjee at a press o

tions, “The Left Front will come to

v the party. Sa
oy Biig polit

and Buddhaden

'} . -
where 1t hurts

nferance in the cily on Monday. Photo. Ashak Nath Dey

mr has pointed
wal ditlgrences with the

within, He believes Putatunda™s exit
is u great toss for the party that will
have a negative impact in the com-
ing elections all over the state. "The

Bhattacharjee would be the Chier
Minisier.” Biswas, however, admit-

CPOMY. L e hay

while adopiing the

raised his hand
Updated Party

impact is obvious. Samir was the
livutenant of a district. A house
becomes wesk cven when one of its
bricks is taken out. Samir’s resigna-
tion will send ripples to other dis-
tricts alse. 1 have spoken to Samir
today over telephone. He had cailed
me up, T urged him o keep good
rerims with the party and see rela-

most

oW
Biswas

‘Poll to be a bat

HT Correspondent
lchehapur (North 24-Parganas), February 19

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb Bhatacharce
eiday showed compiete non-chilande over
Samir Putatunda’s decision ta quit the CPI(M).
Siwcering clear of the issue. Bhattacharjec
Jagged off the BIP-led NDA Government for
funning religious sentiments and turning a blind
vye to the State. The Chief Minister was speak-
ing at the annual conclave of the ichchapur
Ordinance Factory Mazdur Union.

Putatumda’s exit from the party has given rise
to specalations about its eftect on the coming
Assembly clections, Bhattacharjec is st to con-
test from a seat in the district. which il today,
Putatunda headed. *1 have nothing to say on
this matter,” Bhiutacharjee told reporters,
Chief Minister told the gathering that the cnsu-
ing poll will be between those who believed
idcology and others who didn’t.

repair the damage. 1 believe that
party
Pargunas won't follow the Sami
way.” The South 24 Parganas dis-
trict committee would souon elect a
recretary
sad. But

ted that the resignation might have  Programme. losely on  at the moment, actually don’t know
a temporary impact at the organisa-  Putatunda’s heels] rebel leader  what revolution means. What's the
tonai level. “Some negative fea-  Subhas Chabkrabrty today asserted  use in ranting revolutionary siogans
tures niy crop up. We have 1o kis nolitical diffegence with the  when we are pursuing parliamen-

CPIMY. T hase
o party o nany
maimiain that the g
slobalisarion s wrol
lcaders hinve
for glubehs

fanory

rle

members in South

O,
slobalisatd

wliova,
ook

run the
Biswis

to

Launching d
scathing attack on
the Centre over the
callous attitude  in
Eiving Trelief toow
State devastated by
flood, Bhattucharice
said that he meeling
with  the  Prime
Ministzr was of no
avail. In what would
e used extensively |
as a poll plapk. L%
Bhattachariee said.
“Our extimated loss was pegged 0 By 6,
crore. OF this we wanted just Ry LART crove
they gave us just Rs 103 crore.”

Taking u cue from his predecessor Jyot Bgsu.
the Chicf Minister alleped that the BIP
Government was acting a- a R85 stooge hi fan-
ning religous sentiments just for the saky of

L

10

put

li{fcrences with

aspects. 1 still
ity’s stogan on
g. foolish. Party

mistaken liberalisation
Hew cap vou
n?

rades.” Chakrabarty also went to
guestion the party’s view an revoiu-
tion. “Those who believe in revolu
tion but admits that it isn’t pussible

tary democracy at the mornen,”
Scoflting at the rencwed rumours,
Chakrabarty said. T won't guil
til the party expels me” ie
also scuttled fears that he was being -
corneredd in the puriy organisation
especially in North 24 Parganas,

"9

“It  gous

deol
votes, They are dragging religion into politics,
he said citing the Prime Minister’s reported
statement that the Babri demolition was “or act
of naticnal sentiment™,

He alse accased he GOVeTIumeni . tor
blindly imitating Manmohan Singh's liberalisa-
tion policies: The Congress itself has umder-
stood Singh's wrong policics and have now
cased him out of their policv- making hody but
the BJP Government is moving on the safne
lrack. These are segreguting a fow elite from the
vast mujority of the poor masses, he said, He
said that the Government was blindly tocing
Amcerica’s Jitats withoat pondering on i
implications.

“Fhey wunt our markets but would they alio
us 10 sell our product in theive,” he said, am
wide applause. He told the gatherips that nmll
national companies are now flodding our mae
kets with eserything often apthe gast of hume
grown preducts.

PETWIE
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‘Eetrayed Saifud

rings party bel

FROM OUR PONDENT

Malda, Feb. 14: ! ed by the CPM
and betraved hv amir Putatun-
da, Saifuddin Chowdhury will
wait no longer. He will float his
party in Calcutta on February 21.

Saifuddin sounded angry and
hurt when he told reporters here
that he had waited so long for Pu-
tatunda, secretary of the South 24-
Parganas CPM umnit, to join him.
But Putatunda, who had openly
criticised the CPM on several oc-
casions and egged Saifuddin to
float a new party, had a sudden
change of heart and decided not to
break ranks with the CPM.

When reminded that Putatun-
da was to have become the gener-
al-secretary of his party, Saifud-
din said; “Samir is not joining my
party because he will be made a
general-secretary of the CPM.”

A number of local CPM work-
ers and Left party leaders and
functionaries of the Jana Chetana
Manch attended the press meet,
Local CPM leader Gautam Das
and Surva Roy, a former CPI

leader of Malda, were ama g
those present.

Chowdhury said his outfit was
most likely to be called Party for
Democratic Socialism. “But T will
formally announce the name of
the party at a political convention
at the University Institute Hall in
Calcutta on February 21.7

He was not sorry, he said,
that Putatunda or Subhas
Chakraborty, another CPM rebel,
had not joined his party. “If Samir
and Subhasda can remain in the
CPM with full honour and pres-
tige, I have nothing to say. Idon't
want to do them any harm. Maybe
they did not want to join a smail
party like mine,” he said.

“But one could say that things
got a jot delayed. My endeavour
is not to break people away from
their parties. [ am also not angry
with those whe backed out at
the last moment. Even if I don’t
have front-ranking leaders with
me, people at the grassroots level
will be the main strength of the
secular party T have in mind,”
Chowdhury said.

hby 1

Asked*whethe
sider returning

I he woulid con-
to the CPM if

there was such a proposal, Chowd-

hury said the poli

ies of the CPM-

led Left Front wegre not in tune

with the times.

considers devialing from

stand, then only

such a proposat. B

not,” he said.

“If the CPM ever

its
will I consider
Lt T know it will

Chowdhury predicted a hung

Assembly in the
polls. “The mahaf

rialise and no sing
an absohute major]
are high that thg
Front will again ¢

he added.

The former CH
mittee member g4
discussions aboul
secular-democrat

others and would
other national p
after February 21.

Chowdhury wi
tour of the North |
from February 25

state after the
¢ will not mate-
lle party will get
ity. So. chances
+ CPM-led Left
ome to power,”

M central com-
1id he had held
i his proposed
ic party with
hold talks with
litical leaders

ill undertake a
Bengal districts
and, if needed,

he will also hold discussions with

the Kamtapuri Pe

ple’s Party.



..__,S/mfuddm to
go ahead with

rebel party
Fﬂ - SPECQAL |
V@I&%ﬁmm}aw (,?

(C'?i cutta, Feb. 7: State transport
minister Subhas Chakraborty’s
decision to remain in the CPM will
not stand in the way of rebel
leader Saifuddin Chowdhury’s
move to float a new party by the
. third week of February.

“We will certainly form a new
party on February 20 and expect
all right-thinking people to join it
to champion the people’s cause,”
Chowdhury said. He now heads
the Jana Chetana Manch.

Chowdhury, who returned to
the city from Delhi this morning,
addressed a modest rally in north
Calcutta this evening where he

posed outfit. A veteran CPM
leader and former MILA from Mur-
¢ shidabad, Muzammel Hague, who
Jjoined Chowdhury's camp today,
was present at the public meeting,
The CPM, however, refused to at-
tach any importance to the devel-
opment.
Reacting to Chakraborty's de-
. rision notto quit the CPM, Chowd-
hury said: “Subhasda showed
keen interest on joining the pro-
posed new party when I discussed
it with him. But I have nothing to
do if he changes his mind.”

The rebelleader, however, said
he was confident of roping in
South 24-Parganas district CPM
secretary Samir Putatunda for the
new outfit. “T will meet him (Pu-

" tatunda} in a day or two to discuss
the matter,” he added.
" When contacted, Putatunda re-
fused to comment on whether he
would quit the CPM and join
Chowdhury’s outfit. He, however,
did not rule out meeting Chowd-
hury within the next couple of
days. “l am not averse to dis-
cussing certain things with
Chowdhury," he said.

However, sources close to Pu-
tatunda hinted that he has made
up his mind to join Chowdhury’s

camp and will takea ﬁysion
in the next few days. /

stressed the need to float the pro-



Citu, Subhas
tit-for-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Feb, 4. — T
Citu will hold a rally of
unorganised-sector workers in
the city on 2 March. It will be
addressed by Mr Jyoti Basu.
Announcing this at a press
conference today, Mr Chitta-
. brata Majumder, Citu general
secretary, was hard put to
explain whether the rally is the
Citu's response to the
“chalienge” from Mr Subhas

Chakraborty, who plans a -

similar rally on 19 February,
In fact, Mr Chakraborty
thought of his rally much
earlier than the Citu had
planned its, Asked whether Mr
Chakraborty will be invited to
the Citu rally, Mr Majumdar
said it's not standard practice
to invite any individual leader.
But he expected that Mr
Chakraborty, being a Citu
leader, will attend the raily.
He denied knowledge of Mr
Chakraborty’s rally of 19 Feb-
ruary. “I have read in the
papers that a Citu-affiliated
unon has planned to hold the
rally. There's nothing wrong in
such a rally, but no centralised
rally other than the one we
have decided will be held.”

SUBHAS: R

ontinued from page 1)

th t all “'m a

=

reporters speculation  sh stop.

- straightforward person and have always een guided by my

conscience. I want to follow it now as have in the past, and
work for the greater interest of the penple.

The only clear statement on the subject came from the chief

" minister ~ Mr Chakraborty’s co-traveller on Darjeeling Mail
Cduring Friday night’s journey to Siligurj.

Mr Bhattacharya
brushed off suggestions that his transport ninister would leave
the party.

“It’s a load of rubbish, just a rumour peing spread by the
media. Mr Chakraborty is very much with the CPI-M,” he said
in Siliguri. '

Today, no CPI-M leader came to meet Mr Chakraborty at the -
Pathik Motel, barely 100 metres from the Durgapur no. 2 zonal
CPI-M headquarters. Mr Mrinal Banerjee, state power

. minister, was invited but kept away. Mr (hakraborty, however,
- held a series of closed-door meetings with leaders of various '

other parties. What had they discussed?

The transport minister stonewalled this teo. “Is there
anything that 1 am hiding? Can you flpat a party secretiy?”
Then he added: “Da you reveal your family secrets? Why should
I then talk abhout my organisation freety”

It was left to Mr Chandranath Mukherjee to tell reporters:
“Subhasda has ordered us to look for ajconvenient date when
many people from various parties will fame together and join
us.

“We have already prepared our party flag. 1t will be red with
a white full moon and a red star.”

© Mr Chakraborty couldn't be checked|out on that — he wae -
: already gone. /

ms-rmasmn

g Fep 2



‘Subhas won't leave us: Anil

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \/

KOLKATA, Jan. 30. — The
CPI-M state secretary, Mr Anil

Biswas, today discounted the
possibility of  transport
minister, Mr Subhas

Chakraborty, leaving the party.

“Why should he ? He is a
leader of our party,” Mr Biswas
said while reacting to & claim
by former CPI-M MP Mr
Saifuddin Choudhury
vesterday that Mr Chakraborty
would soon join the Jana
Chetana Manch.

The CPI.M state secretary
made light of a reparted late
night meeting between Mr
Chakraborty and PCC chief,
Mr Pranab Mukherjee. “Is
there any bar on holding such
meetings during the day 7 he
asked,

Mr Biswas ruled out any tie-
up between the controversial
minister and the Congress.

On the other hand, the Jana
Chetana Manch reiterated

s

BUDDHA UNFAZED

KOLKATA, Jan. 30. — Mr
Buddhadev  Bhattacharva
seems unconcerned about
reports that Mr Subhas
Chakraborty is planning to
float a party. “He (Mr
Chakraborty) has only one
party and that is the CPI-M,”
the chief minister said.

Mr Chakraborty has been
making noises against Mr
Bhattacharya ever since he
took over as chief minister.
He fell out with Mr
Bhattacharya  over  the
Hrithik Roshan show held at
the Salt Lake Stadium in
December. Mr Chakraborty
plaved a key role in orga-
nising the show. — SN§

today it is a certainty that Mr
Chakraborty will leave the
CPI-M and join force with Mr
Choudhury. It,  however,
clarified that it is wrong to

.

 interpret that Mr C akraborty

will join Mr Choudhury’s party.

Mr Tapas Basu, a key manch
leader, said: “Mr Chakraborty
does not need to join Mr
Choudhury’s party. It should be
put this way Mr
Chakraborty, Mr Choudhury,
Mr Samir Putatinda, CPI-M's
South 24-Parganas distriet
secretary and other important
leaders representing Left and
democratic forces, will be
architects of the new party to
be formed soon.”

Sources close to Mr
Chakraborty also asked why
the minister should join Mr
Choudhury’s outfit. “If Mr
Chakrabarty decides to leave
the CPI-M, he will himself
launch a party rather than join
another,” the sources said.

The manch is upbeat over the
reinduction of Mr Chakraborty
in the CPI-M’s North 24-
Parganas district secretariat at
the intervention of Mr Jyoti
Basu last week.

S
he new arrangnent that

the CPI-
irrelevan
honour

M has mar is really
1. If the pay wants to

a leade of Mr

Chakrabprt¥’s calib, it should
have offered him a wth in the
party’s central comitter or a

kev posij
organisat
business
longer bel

to say sosince

ion at thetate level

ion. 1 aave nao
- nao

ong to thparty. But

I can't help commeing on the

matter,

since 1 halong been

associated with thparty till 1
quit it,” Mr Basu sd.
Mr Spbhas Clkraborty's

plan, hp
closely gl

emains @
Tact,

wever,
arded seet. In

he has bheen makinambiguous
statements for sorrtime. Once

he hurled
the CPI-
the same
ever spi
party.
“This i
politician

plans till they

ken

caustic mments at

M leadenip and in

breath chicd he had
of raving the

s only atural. No
will dclose such
‘e implem-

ented,” Mr Basu aled.

We may decide
next govt: Saif

MIDNAPORE, Jan. 30. — The
Jana Chetana Manch, to be
launched in Februarv, might
be a deciding factor in the
formation of the next gowver-
nment in the staic, Mr
Saifuddin  Chéudhury  said
here today.

Compared to the other twe
fronts the CPI-M  and
Trinamul-BJP  combine
Jana Chetana Manch’s
prospects  were bright, he
claimed. The manch would not
support the Trinamul-BJF in
any eventuality, Mr Chow-
dhury said. He said the manch
would keep away from the
Trinamul because of its links
with the BJP, He wondered
how Miss Mamata Banerjce
spoke of secularism when the
BJP was Kkeeping the Mandir
issue alive. ~ SNS



/ cc SUBHAS FACTOR
\\CPI M fails to tackle defiance

T Aml Biswas and Subhas Chakravarty have said in

; the last few days is unprecedented by Marxist
i standards. It also shows the helplessness of the state CPI-M.
Biswas’s admission that many party MLAs have written to
him that they would not contest the poll, at least on a CPI-M

! ticket, is unparalleled. Nor for that matter has any Marxist

l‘ minister openly taunted the selection process as Subhas has
w done. Conformism has never been Subhas’s forte. But his
|
~J

pragmatic and non-Marxian stand on issues like inner-party
democracy, bandhs and privatisation of PSUs has been
completely out of tune with the party line causing
considerable discomfiture to the leadership. Having got a raw
deal despite being one of the main founders, organisers and
fund raisers of the CPI-M in West Bengal, Subhas is out to
wreak vengeance on those who have used him for their selfish
ends and then not hesitated to stab him in the back. Since he
is the only leader with a mass following, Alimuddin Street is
afraid that any attempt to rein him in through tough action
may have a disastrous fallout on the assembly election. It was
to placate him that he was reinducted into the party’s north
24-Parganas district secretariat which of course is not going
to revise his decision to quit the CP1-M and launch a new
party. For party apparatchiks, the situation has never been
worse, despite inane noises from Jyoti Basu.
¢ This is because the party has learnt to make compromises
i not only on ideals but also its integrity and character. This
has taken a heavy toll of the party’s image and credibility.
The reason why some MLAs have not sought renomination 1s
J that they stand little chance to win as either they or their
party lieutenants by their words and deeds have antagonised
a significant section of the electorate. Corruption has been so
thoroughly institutionalised and legitimised by the Marxists
_J that misdeeds and even excesses of Congress rule pale into
insignificance. The spread of “bourgeois vices” has been so
rapid and widespread that even grassroots comrades have
managed to build two storeyed houses or buy flats in posh
Calcutta neighbourhoods although they have no ostensibie
sources of income. While nominating candidates the state
leadership will have no choice but to replace many old faces

with new ones. Surely something more radical is nee/? to

salvage the situation. This is an impossibly tall order

TATESMAR
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/S(tage set for Su

Arindam Sarkar
Koliata, January 12 «{,\\
SUBHAS CHAKRABARTY has
lately been daring the CPHM) lead-
ership to throw him out of the party.
If it does not oblige, the controver-
sial State Transport Minister may
quit the CPI(M) soon, say party
SOUrces.

Taking the cue from expelled
CPI{M) leader Saifuddin Chow-
dhury, Chakrabarty has challenged
party mandarins to expel him. At a
meeting in Kalyani yesterday, he
said: “If the party wants, why can't it
expel me?”

The battlelines were long drawn
between the party hardliners and
liberals—Chakrabarty's camp. The
end of the tussle is now in sight with
Chakrabarty apparently deciding at
fast to sever the ties going back four
decades. It is just a matter of time
before he quits the CPI(M), say
party insiders,

Party collcagues close to him—
South 24-Parganas district secretary
Samir  Putatunda,  Saifuddin
Chowdhury and Tarit Topdar—are
unwilling to disclose the timing, But
Chakraborty’s licutenants say he

would definitely leave the part},q

before the Election Commission
notification on State polls.

Others say he could take the
plunge even before the State com-
miitiee finalises the list of candidates
for the forthcoming Assembly polls
because the roll
would reveal that
partymen close to
him in North 24-
Parganas  weic
denied tickets—a
sign. of  how
Chakrabarty has
beem  margin-
alised.

The chances of
Chakarbarty opt-
ing to move out of
the party gains
ground with the
State  Transport
Minister  losing
his toehold in the North 24-
Parganas district secretariat. This
makes it easier for district secretary
Amitava Basu and sccretariat mem-
ber Amitava Nandi-—his two most
powerful opponents in the district
unit—to ensure that Chakraborty is
unable to secure ticket “for his men

in the }'(ighcommg polis.

Moreover, sources in the
Chakraborty camp has got the word
that the party would go all out to
defcat him at the hustings. And
even if he manages to win, he would
not be included in the sixth Left
Front  Govern-
ment  should it
comu to power,

“Considering
the kind of flak
| Subhas-is facing,
it would very diffi-
cult for him to
remain  in  the
party for long. As
for us, we will def-
initely float a new
party that would
make deep
inroads into the
Left and Trina-
mool  bastions.
We will play a very crucial role after
the polls,” Saifuddin Chowdhury
told The Hindustan Times.

But is the CPI{M) bothered about
the consequences? According to
sources, Politburo members Iyoti
Basu, Sitaram Yechury and CPI{M)
general secretary Harkishen Singh

FHE HINDUSTAN TREL

Spec lations wete not confined to
the State Transport Minister’s
standinig in the party alone. The
impact|of Subhas” probable absence
on the CPI(M)’s vote bank is under

the scAnuer, But 'the party leaders

ship refused to be drawn into the
controversy. Without referring to
him, Biswas said: “Do you think in
our pafty individuals marter? It's
the CP1 (M} everywhere.”

“People come and peoph. go, but
the patty will remain,” believes
Sen. As for Mishra, he
ook, even the expulsion of

I do, it will be pro-people.”

s 10 qu1t party gz
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Left _wants Eoﬁ. t; consult

By Our Spécial Correspondent L0 11 stand on issues based on ideology, ldentical

NEW DELHI, DEC. 25. The CPi and the RSP today
suggested that the Government have wider
consultations among Clpposition parties on
the current situation instead of just the main
party, while the CP1(M) stuck to its guns.

Reacting to reports that the BJP-led Govern-
ment had kept the Congress, the principal par-
ty in the Opposition, informed of its decision
to recall the Indian High Commissioner to Pa-
kistan, the CPT disagreed with the approach.

“This approach is not proper as if consulting
the major political party is enough. This could
mean that a regienal party which may not be-
come a major political party would never be
consulted. Opposition is not a bloc”, the CPI
National Secretary, Mr D Raja, told The Hindu
here.

He said in [ndia, multi-party democracy is at
wor't and Opposition partfzs determine the

views could emerge on some issues, which
lead to coordination among varigus parties in
the Opposition.

“Wider consultation by the Government is
always good. People should be taken into con-
fidence,” he said charging the BJP-led Govern-
ment with trying to use the current situation to
its political advantage.

The CPl which had warned the Government
that taking military action against terrorist
camps across the border could lead to a full-
scale war, reiterated that the Government
should build international opinion and streng-
then its intelligence gathering machinery.

The Revolutionary  Socialist  Party, too
echoed similar views while emphasising that
the Government should take the people into
confidence before launching military oper-
ation. Mr. Abani Roy, RSP's Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, said corn dting the major party in the

| paﬁies 2% l,i

Oppasition was not enough. "The Goyern-
ment should take into confidence all political
partigs. It is a multi-party system’”.

ountry before contemplating strikes
35 the border. 9 [ v Cp i

ever, the CPI(M) said it was not in fa-
vour jof whipping it up as an issue. The party
genetal secretary, Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
said that the Opposition suggestion to the Gov-
ernmient to take “'other steps” seemed to be at
work} “We have been saying that the Govern-
ment make use of all avenues to build world
opinion,” he said noting that the response of
the international community appeared to be
emetging. The CPI too felt that the Govern-
11en{ should pursue with its diplomatic steps.

/
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CPM purges 17 -

‘3‘( (7!*4

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, December 16

IN A sweeping drive 1o cleanse
the party of corrupting infiu-
ences and check factionalism.
the CPI(M) today expelled 17
members, sending strong sig-
nals of caution down the rank
and file of the organisation.
The move follows recommends-
tions from the districts.

The 24th state commitiee
meeting tock the decision
today, in the presence of Jvo:i
Basu, Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattachariee and Left
Front chairman Biman Bose.

The meeting  discussed
threadbare reporis  about
organisational weakness in

certain areas whoere the party
has iost touch with the masses
because of inadequate initia-

ANIL BISWAS

1n clean-up drive

17 Y

1ives to address prpﬁmsf rrab-

lema. The leaders alse dis.
cusserd how development was
Lardy ib seme areas.

CPLAD State secretary Anil
Biswas was happy with the
party’s “inherent discipline
and unity”, but said there wasg
no scope for compiacence, The
party thinks it needs more
vouths and women in its fold,
and that there is a need for
greater  political awareness
among existing members.

The CPIV) State committec
discussed Poto, and memboers
said that it was foslhardy for
the BJP and its allies to push
the legislation throuch in a
hurve. The CPHM) feaders,
however, carefully avoided dis-
cussing Poco.

“The Ordinance had been
passed. but even that couldn’t
stop the terrorists from storm-
ing Parliament. Instead of
framing new Iaws, the ideal
approach of fighting terrorism
would be through political
deliberations.” the party State
secretary said.

With the party congress due
soom, leaders discussed at
length the problems of organi.
sation. A new panel of leaders
was formed 1o look after argan-
isational affairs at the distyict
and zonal levels.

The leaders also stressed the
nced to check efforts 1o malign
the party at the grassroots,

mqE HINDUSTAN TRES
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“The art of war teaches us to rely not
on the likelihood of the enemy’s not
coming, but on our own readiness to
receive him; not on the chance of his
“not attacking, but rather on the fact
that we have made ouy position
unassaifabie.”

~ Sun Tzu in “The Art of War".

AR 1T is beiween the
Indian state and the
naxalites whe have
suddenly struck with
renewed vigour and reach. The
“Centre has used the controversial
Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance
-(POTO]) to ban the CPI(ML)-People’s
s 'War {the PWQG) and the Maoist
" Communist Centre (MCC), the two
outfits which are the most active.

+  Earlier, when Andhra Pradesh took
“the lead in combaring naxalism by

s proscribing the PWG, neighbouring
» Orissa, Maharashtra, Madhya
*Pradesh and Chhatisgarh did not

¢ show the same epthusiasm. Perhaps,
- the limited operations of the PWG in
_the forest areas abutting Andhra

. Pradesh lulled them into a false
=sense of security. Either way, the

i+ de¢iston-makers always believed that
« left-wing extremism was more a
“problem ta be tackled by Andhra
“Pradesh alone.

Now all that has changed. Though
Andhra Pradesh bore the brunt of
the recent upsurge in naxalite
vielence, Chhatisgarh and Orissa
were also affected. There are also
indications that the ultras may be
working closer with the Maoists in
Nepal.

A difference between the MCC in
Bihar and the PWG in Andhra
Pradesh is that the latter managed
to spread its activities to new areas
despite severe repression. The PW(G
has spread its activity to
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Qrissa and Chhatisgarh — partly
because of the contiguous forest
area, Dandakaranya. that runs
through these Srates. In these areas,
the PWG had been taking up the
issues of tribals and uniting them to
fight the Government.

But Andhra Pradesh is where its
growth has been most spectacular.
In the semi-forest areas and the
plains, the PWG has succeeded in
building up its movemenr despite
the loss of several of its important
cadres and gradually taken the
naxalite movement from the
organisation phase to the guerilla
warfare stage,

The PW, which strictly adheres
to tactics and strategies emploved by
Mao Zedong during the Great
March, now enjoys considerable
sway in as many as 15 districts in
Andhra Pradesh. It has already
formed two primary-level guerrilla

NP”\L\

zones — one consisting of five
districts of North Telangana and the
second comprising the north coastal
districts of Srikakulam,

\ 1/ e e
AL
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Malkangiri, Ganjam, (ajapathi,

Koraput and Raig

Orissa.
Intelligence sou

that the PWG leac
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iping
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rh districts of

ces also believe
rship is toving

\ /P€0p1 e at war g0t

with the idea of forming 'base areas’
inn the large racts of forest in
Andhra Pradesh. A guerilla zone,
according to PWG strategy, is an
area where the revolutionary and the
‘reactionary state’ are equally placed
fighting fur control of the area. The
base area formation would
technically be the later stage of the
guerilla zone where the
‘revolutionaries’ win the battle with
the state and establish their control
and governance in an area.

Is the PWG really in such a strong
position? The police believe that the
group’s total strength in Andhra
Pradesh does not exceed 1,000
underground cadres and that they
do not have more than 800 guns
which range from the Chinese-made
Kalashnikovs to crude single-shot
weapons, popularly known as
tapanchas.

How could such a small force
(when compared to the massive
strength of the police) become a
constant source of annoyance for
the State Covernments? The answer
to this question lies in the ‘three §
advantage of the PWG — secrecy.
speed and surprise. In addition is its
well-knit secret organisational
structure.

Indeed, in the late 1990s, the
police managed to get an upperhand
through sustained anti-extremist
programmes such as increased
combing operations, the
development of a vast informant
network and, of course, by seriously
addressing the people’s problems.
Be it primary health care or
education, laying roads or providing
some employment opportunities for
the rural populace. Over a period of
about five vears, the Andhra Pradesh
Government managed to really
involve the people in development
works seriously and the police did
get an upperhand.

Scores of top cadres of the PWG
including three Central Commitice
members and many underground
squads were ‘liquidated’. Essentiaily,
the potice uscd the uliras’ strategy
against them. The highly-trained
Grey Hounds police unit was
deployed which effectively used the
‘3§’ formula,

So, obviously the naxalites had to
bring about somec changes in their
made of functioning. Thus was born
the People’s Guerilla Army (PGA}. All
squads and other party organisations
functioning in the plains were
summoned to the forest areas. The
PWG created platoons consisting of
30 to 40 armed extremists 1o move
in the forest areas. According to
intelligence sources. there are seven
platoons in eperation in Andhra
Pradesh and along its borders at
present,

The formation of the PGA appears
to have helped the naxalites regroup.
For one, it has increased the sense
of security ameng the underground
cadre and stemmed the spate of
surrenders, For another, the military
nomenclature and structure and the
carefully-planned attacks on police
stations (in Orissa as well as Andhra
Pradesh) has boosted morale.

The PGA formation also came atf a
crucial time for another reason. The
PWG had extended its network to
Bihar after another splinter group,
Party Unity, merged with it. Though
talks with the MCC for achieving a
broad understanding for working
towards a common goal could not
be reached, there was a cessation of
armed conflict between the two.

Internationally also, the PWG has
heen getting good exposure, Lts
representatives had attended an
international seminar organised by
the Workers Party of Belgium (WPB)
in Brusseils and the PWG managed
to get other Marxist-Leninist-Maoist
parties {rom Brazil, Chad, Mexico,
Nepal, Philippines, Senegat and the
United States to endorse “'the
people’s war being led by the
working class in India™

The Maoist uprising in Nepal has
also come as a shot in the arm for
the naxalites in India. The success
staries of the CPN have obviously
enthused the PWG cadres. The PWG
had already brought into operation a
plan 1o open a “revolutionary”

corridor between Nepal and North
Telangana (Nepal to Dandakaranya)
traversing|through Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhatisgarh.

[t was against this backdrop that
the naxalifes recently stepped up
violent activities, in Andhra Pradesh
and its nejghbouring States, to mark
the first apoiversary of the PGA’s
formation| In a clever change of
strategies, the PGA has been
targeting multinational companies
{MNCs) and aiso properties owned
by politicians.

In Andhta Pradesh alone. it
blasted a granite unit owned by the
Union Minister of State for Defence,
Mr. U.V. Krishnam Raju, in Medak
district and the Heritage Milk
chilling unifit in Chittoor district
owned by the family of the Chief
Minister, Mr. N. Chandrababu
Naidu. The Coca Cola
manufacturing unit in Guniur and
the Tata infstant coffee making unit
in Medak were also destroyed by the
PGA during last forinight.

Tt Orissa, a Minister's house was
blasted while in Maharashtra two
police statipns came under attack.
One more police station was
targeted in|Chharisgarh. Though the
PWG does not generally resort to
acts which|endanger the life of the
common marn, its targeting of
elected representarives and MNCs
must have pushed the Centre to ban
it under POTO.

EVERAL DOCUMENTS seized

by the police after exchanges

with the People’s Guerilla Ar-
my (PGA) throw light on the tightlv-
knit oudit.

The platoens and the Special Ac-
tion Teams are the main force of the
PGA, while Special Guerilla Squads
(508 and Local Guerilla Squads
(L8] constitute the secondary
force, The base force of the PGA
comprises the Village Defence
Squads (VDS) and the Area Defence
Squads (ADS)

Ideological and military direction
commes from the Central Military
Commission (CMC) which func-
tions under the control of the all-
powerful Central Committee. The
CMC is headed by the secretary of
the Centratl Committee. The CMC's
respensibilities include giving a mil-
itary, ideological and political direc-
tion to the PGA, supply of weaponry
] and ammunition, intetligence and

communications. Under the CMC,

How It’s

run

each State has a separate State Mil-
itary Commission (SMC) headed by
the State Commiittee secretary.

Each SM( is assisted by Sub-Zon-
al Military Commands headed by a
State Commitree member. Each
district or| division has another
committee |exclusively for military
works. The [Sub-Zonal Committees
lead the njilitary platoons in the
Srate.

Each platocn noounts offensives
ot the “eremy’ with the help of the
secoindary gnd the base forces in
the district. [The specific task of the
platoons is|to attack the “enemy”
and seize weapons and provide
protection to party units.

The LGS help the PGA in military
tasks and also help the party in mo-
bilising and indoctrinating people.
The people’s militia units and other
organisations participase in military
exercises o] the instructions of the
area committees. — K.5.R
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Terror stamp on PWG .'

betore law Jlegi‘gi}p%c

FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, Dec. 5: The Centre
taday used the controversial Pre-
vention of Terrorism Ordinance
to outlaw the People’s War
Group and the Maoist Commu-
nist Centre.

1t was the opportunity L.K.
Advani had been looking for to
drive home that the nation ur-
gently needed tough laws to deal
with the unprecedented terror-
ist threat.

Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu, a eru-
cial NDA ally, gave North Block
the perfect excuse. Faced with
increasing attacks from the
PWG, he had been urging the Ce-
nire to declare it a terrorist or-
ganisation and ban it country-
wide. It is outlawed in Andhra.

The PWG recently unleashed
a wave of violence in Andhra,
targeting units belonging to
the families of Naidu and Union
minister Krishnam Raju. Last
month, the Naxalites kidnapped
relatives of Vidyasagar Rao,
minister of state for home. Whi-
le banning the PWG, the Centre
included the MCC in the net.

Advani hg;inted last week

that the Centre was considering
Naidu's request, “These oultfits
and all their formations and
front organisations have been
declared as terrorist organisa-
tions with immediate effect,” he
announced today.

Naidu was measured in his
reaction, merely szving it would
now be possible to effectively co-
ntain the PWG menace. “What
is MCC?” he asked his secre-
taries. When told that it was
another Naxalite group, he
said: “It is good that such Left
groups are being banned.”

The PWG and the MCC have
joined the ranks of 23 militant
groups banned under the Ordi-
nance. Others include the Lash-
kar-e-Toiba, Jaish-e-Mohamm-
ad, Harkat-ul Mujahideen and
Hizb-ul Mujahideen,

The use of the Ordinance a
day after an all-party meeting ca-
1led by the Prime Minister ended
in deadlock, is, ina way, a slap in
the face of the Opposition. _

The Peopie’s Union of Civil
Liberties was scathing in its rea-
ction. President K.G. Kannabi-
ran said the ban was “totally un-

AL
democratic” and uncalled for [in
view of the outcry against the
Ordinance. He said the ban
wotld not have any effect on the
functioning of the PWG. “The
PWG would not have survived
for the last 35 years and spread to
five states if it did not have tHe
support of the pecple,” he said.

The Maopist uprising in Nepal
coupled with violetice unleash-
ed by Naxalite groups in Andh-
ra, Bihar and Orissa, has bee
worrying security officials. De-
1hi knows the Maoists have clos
links with India’s extreme leff-
wing guerrillas and unless the
are reined in, they could pose
security threat.

Intelligence officials talke
of a “red corridor” extending fr
om western Nepal, through Bih.
ar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhattis
garh, Andhra, Madhya Prades
and parts of Maharashira,

The agencies fear that unless
the government takes actich, an
extreme-left movement may
sweep through the heartland,
Considering the poverty and
unemployment in these areas, a
Maoist movement could catch
the people’s imagination.

g oet 2D




ii/gg Naxals
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By Our Special Correspondem

HYDERABAD, NOV. 30. large-scale
destruction of property by the
naxalites of the People’s War
Group in Medak and Chittoor dis-
tricts of Andhra Pradesh — where
the extremists targeted a granite-
making factory owned by the
family members of the Union
Minister of State for Defence, Mr.
1}, V. Krishnam Raju, and the Her-
itage milk chilling unit owned by
the family members of the And-
hra Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr.
N, Chandrababu  Naidu, —
marked the first anniversary of
the formation of the People's

go on the rampag

Guerrilla Arimy, on Thuarsday.

Besides biasting the two estab-
lishiments, the PWG cadre also at-
tacked an instant coffee-making
unit of & mullinational company
and snatched a pistol from the re-
tired Air Chief Marshal Dennis [a
Fontaine in Medak in the early
hours of Friday. Two houses of
the ruling TDP activists in Medak
and Warangal districts were also
blasted.

The sudden upswing in naxalite
violence buarcly two days before
the proposed visit of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payvee, ¢ Hyderabad on Sunday,
has forced the State police to de-

clare a high state of alert throug
out Andhra Pradesh.

The PWG violence was dis-
cussed at a meeting of Districr
Collectors and Superintendents
of Police, convened by Mr. Naidu,
here today, The differences be-
tween 1AS and IPS officers. pn
talks with the PWG, were evident
ar the meeting. While one Collec-
tor suggested that the Govein-
ment start negotiations with the
outfit, a senior SP objected to the
proposal saving no negotiations
should be commenced before the
PWG laid down arms.

Mr. Naidu had earljer expresged
his anguish over the spate of \fio-

|n L\P

B '- CPpim L
lence and said the State was los-
ing investments because of such
dCTS.

That the PWG would resort to
large-scale violence was antici-
pated because it had announced
that the PGA anniversary would
he ohservec throughout the State
tili LYecember 7.

The Induprival and Narsapur
squads, assisted by youngsters,
arlacked the graoite factory and
blasted rhe generator roem and
administrative  building around
2.30a.m. Simultancously, another
squad atracked the manufacthur-
ing unit of Tata Coffee Limited.

4
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Naxalites shift

focus to another

n = n
Orissa district
WY W6
HT Correspondent
Bhubareswar, December 1

AFTER MALEKANGIRI] itIcould
now be the turn of Mayurlbhanj
district to be in the line of Nax-
alite fire.

Foliowing the series of offen-
sives in the southern districts of
the State over the last few
months, the Left wing extrem-
ists, according to Intelligence
sourees, are preparing to attack
Government establishments in
northern parts of the State,
particularly Mavurbhanj dis-
trict."Intelligence sources dis-
closed that the Maecist Commu-
nist Centre, which enjovs a
stronghold over neighbouring
Jharkhand, is spreading its ten-
tacles over Mayurbhanj, Sunder-
garh and Keonjhar districts.

Information gathered by the
State Intelligence wing revealis
that the Naxalites are planning
to attack the Bangiriposi and
Jharpokharia police stations as
well as the Mayurbhanj district
armoury Sources said, the ultras
are intensifying their movement
to inveigle local youths and are
inecreasing distribution of their
literature through pamphlets
and posters in the northern dis-
tricts. Meanwhile, the Commu-
nist Party (Marxist-Leninist)-
People’s War had organised an
arms training camp recently
inside the Salibi forest, on the
Ravagada-Koraput horder, for
local recruits. :

A police official admitted that
the Naxalite groups were intensi-
fying their activitries in Mayurb-
hanj and other northern districts
in addition to the KBK districts
and said the police was on the
alert to take on the Naxalite chal-
lenge. The State BJP on Sunday
expressed concern over therise in
Naxalite menace in the southern
districtg of Orissa. On the con-
cluding day of the two-day State
executive meeting of BJP at Jagat-
pur, the party passed a resclhution
demanding stringent action to
curb the Naxalite movement.

Keeping in view the forthcom-
ing polls, the party decided to
strengthen its arganisation in the
rural areas and start from the
grassroots level.

- PR [ |
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Naxals blast court building in A.P.

B) Our Staff Reporter

NIZAMABAD, DEC. 1. In continuing
attacks, naxalites belonging to the
hanned People’s  War (‘.mup
blasted the munsif and sub-court
complex at the revenue divisional
beadquarters town of Asifabad in
Adilabad district of Andhra Pra-
desh early todav.

Reports reaching here said six
members said 1w belong tw the
Feople’s Guerritla Army [PGA)
came 0 the courl carrying weap-
ons. They woke up the court si-
perintendent, Mr. Padmaji, and
the artendant. Mr. Gaffar. and
asked them to come out. The
court statf. who questioned them
were asked (o leave,

The superintendent reportedlv
p]vadcd with the naxalites not to

Militants k||| 7 in Udhampur wllag

By Shujaat Bukhari

JIAMMU, DEC. 1. Seven persons, five
of them Hindus, were gunned
down by unidentified militants in
aremote village of Udhampur late
last night. In another incident 1o-
day, 44 persons were injured, six
of them seriously. in a powerful
grenade Blast in north Kashmir
tnwn of Bandipore.

Acpording to police, in the first
dent, seven persons, four of

(-/ b! m the court building as they

would nol achieve dnv\thmg The
naxalites, who identified them-
sel\‘es as the lJpendrd Illlllldl\

The Bellampalli A
Mr. Vijay Kwmar, an
nagar 52,

v mted the spat.

y { Ban under study: Adva

NEW DELHE, DEC. 4. The Government is considering a ban on
War Group (PWG) under the provisions of the Preventon of Terrorism
Ordinance (POTO! which has already proscribed 23 terrgrist outfits,

the Home Minister, Mr, LK, Advani,
“I'he Government is contemplating banning the PWwW(]

said todav.

Vir. Ch.H

ditional SP,
1 (he Kagaz-
amchander,

77{—']' -
he Penple’s

under the

POTO as the group has heen spreading its activities in States bevond

Andhra Pradesh,”

platoon’, went ahead and placed
Clavmore mines kept in contain-
ers and blasted the old and new
building complex. The new court
building houses the munsif and
sub-courts while the ofd building
wis used as a stm‘ing deport.

them members ot village defence
committees VDCOs) were gurned
down in Kharout village In Panch-
nari block of Udhampur district
by unidentified militants

MroPl. Gupta, [Gn famimia zone
who visited the village alengwith
the Minister of State, Home, Mr.
Khalid Najib sohrawardy and Di-
rectar General of Police, Mr. ALK
Suri, said that a group of mititants
wearing palice uniform, entered
the village ufter midnight. They

he tld reporters here.

- PT1

A securily alert wag

Nizamahbad and Adila

and massive combing

have been Launched
districts in the

wake of

sounded in
yad districts
operaticis
in the two
wide-

spread violence untepsed by the

extrentists across the

State.

asked four Hindu mg

mbers of a

VDO and 1hree othesg, two Mus-
lims and a tlindu villager to ac-
company them for patrolling in

the area.

Thev also asked th

pare food for them,
said.
guise the VDO
their “orders’.

Fooled by tieiy
meil

em (o pre-
Mr. Gupta
police dis
ers obeved

They were then taken out of the

village and gunned
hload.

bwn in cold
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Naxalites blow yp minis

Ly o
FROM DEBABRATA
MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar, Dec. 2: In a
chilling sequel to thestring of at-
tacks in Andhra Pradesh, mem-
bers of the Peoples” War Group
(PWGQG) last night blew away a ho-
use of Orissa cooperative and te-
xtiles minister Arabinda Dhali.

A few moments earlier, about
25 PWG members had bombed
an unarmed police outpost near-
by after ordering the policemen
tovacate.

No one was kilied or injured
in the attacks. The incidents
took place in the Potteru area of
Malkangiri district a day after
the blasts, in neighbouring And-
hra Pradesh, in a factory owned
by the family of chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu and anocth-

er by a Central minister.

Lastnight, the PWG struck in
Andhra again in a series of at-
tacks, gunning down a contrac-
tor, suspected to he-ati informer.
in Medak district.

The Orissa minister was
away in Bhubaneswar when his
farmhouse was bombed. Two
caretakers were asked by the
Naxalites to ieave the place be-
fore it was ripped apart by explo-
sives. Sources said the Potteru
farmhouse is generally aban-
doned as Dhali’s family stays in
another village.

This is the first Naxalite at-
tack on the praperty of an Oris-
sa minister, though several po-
licemen have been killed and
scores Injured in serial strikes
recently, Dhall and his family
are provided Z-category security

D
after he figured in the PWG hit
list this year

Orissa director-general of
police N.C. Padhi said the atta-
cls were “symbolic” as the PWG
has declared the border districts
of Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh a war zone. Padhi
said the group was observing
Saturday as "Terrorism Day” iny
the so-called war zone.

In Andhra, two houses of a
MLA of the ruling Telugu De
sam were destroved by PWG ag
tivists. The legislator, Y.V, Satvg
narayana, and his family men
bhers were not present in the ha-
use at Koyyur in Visakhapatn-
am distriet at the time of attack

In the same district. the ex-
tremists opened fire on two pg-
lice stations and onathird onei
East Godavari district, appay-

enily in"an attempt to loot
weapons. They were beaten back
by police after & gun battle.

The PWG is banned in
Andhra, but not in Orissa vet.-
The state government has pre-
pared a Rs 371-crore scheme to
combat the Naxalite threat.

The biggest-ever Naxalite at-
tack in Orissa took place on Au-
gust 10, when a group of about
200 Kkilled five policemen and in-
jured 22 in simulfanecus attacks
on Kalimeia and Motu police sta-
tions in Malkengiri district.

Two PWG commanders were
killed when police returned fire.

After the incident, a battalion of |

the Central Reserve Police Force
was stationed there. Already, 13
platoons ot the Orissa State Ar-
med Police are deploved in the

district.
/

.
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CPI(M) plan to counter

Lotractors

By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, DEC. 9. To counter the
Vanavasi programme of the RSS
and expand its base, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) is
drafting a Tribal Policy which
could be put inte force after the
party congress, scheduled to be
held in Marci next year.

The CPI-M is currently engaged
in the process of drafting such a
policy document with thrust on
four major areas. It would be sent
for approval to the party's central
committee, which meets in Kolkata
next fanuary.

Although the party had decided
some years ago to draft a tribal pol-
icy, it was not attempted. With the
Vanavasi programme penetrating
in several areas, the CP1-M had de-
cided to embark on its own pro-
gramme Lo counter it

The approach to the policy was
finalised at a recent meeting of a
sul-commnittee at Kolkata with fo-
cus on the problems being faced by
tribals over the land and their
alienation from it, the problem of
displacement on account of apen-
ing up mining to the private sector,
resiricting their iraditional access
to forests, the need to protect the
identity of tribal culture which is

. coming under threat and the dete-

riorating state of tribal women.
The CPE-M feels there is a great
potential in organising the tribals
who have heen suffering on ac-
count of exploitation by contrac-
tors, with many working as bonded
labour. In the absence of any gain-
ful employment, they often make
cheap labour who are hired by con-
and carted to various

il
“ﬁSS programme !

States with little or no protection at
all. Apart from the socio-economic
aspects, the party wants to counter

the Vanavasi programme which it -

feels seeks to drive a wedge among
tribals using religion (between
Christians and mnon- Christians)
and co-opt them to toe the Hindut-
va line, the CPI-M Politburo mem-

ber, Mr. Prakash Karat, told The !

Hindu.

He charged the RSS with trying
to construct history and religion.
Calling the tribals “Vanavasi” in-
stead of “"Adivasi” was one form of
exercise. Mr. Karat admitted that
the RSS programme had penetrat-
ed in many areas and that the outfit
had made headway.

In facl, at the last party congress
held in 1998, the party took note
that the RSS' Vanavasi Kalyvan Ash-
ram had stepped up its work for
dealing with the problems of tribal
people which were distinct from
other sections and supgested it
mayv be necessary to set up mass
organisations of adivasis. “The
Central Committee should take up

such issues for discussion and pro- |

vide some guidance to the State
Committees on how to take orga-
nisational steps to tackle the work
of the RSS among different sections
of the people”, the party said in its
Political Organisational Report

then. £
Mr. Karat said the recent sub- 3
commitiee meeting was attended
by politbure members and repre- ]‘
sentatives and tribal activists frem |
13 States including Andhra Pra- d
desh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, [harkband, | g
Rajasthan and the northeast. gt
X A
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