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By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 20. Pressurc has
mounted on the NDA Govern-
ment at the Centre to incorporate
ciranges in the controversial Pre-
vention of Terrorism Ordinance
POTO; with the leader of the
Opposition and Congress presi-
dent. Ms. Sonia Gandhi, making it
clear that jrer party “will not sup-
port it in its present form.”
Addressing the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party (CPP) today, Ms.
Gandhi made a strong pitch for a
new legislation. brought aboul af-
~er due consuliatinns involving all
parties. “The Congress is for a
larger consultative process to put
in place a legislation to fight er-
rorism, that is not uati- democrat-
ic, and liable to abuse by 4
seclarian government’ .
Questioning the BJF's motive in
springing the Ordinance on the
Cippasitton withotrt discussing or

to support PO

consulting them, she said. “all
that the BIF is interested in is the
clecrions in Udar Pradesh and the
desire (o portray the Congrese as
heing solt on terrorism, but we
don't require certificates trom a
Governmere thal escorted three
hinackers in g VIP-litke mannec to
Kandahar.”  Ms.  Gandhi  ad-
dressed a host of issues ranging
trom the “threat’” to social amity
and peace, allempts (o “commu-
nalise and saffronise” education
and the “sorry state” of the econ-
omy.

Doing some plain speaking. she
pulled up her party MPs for the
“unsatisfactory levels of attend-
ance in Parliamen!”. She urged
them to take Parliament seriously
and ensure their maximum pres-
ence there and in the meetings ot
the various standing coinmitecs.,
“The Congress must stand out by
its presence int both the Houscs,

nlu 1

mtidents of
Ms. Gandhi said, “these aje ex-
traordinary |fragile times and the
party Chief Ministers must active-
Iv maintain social amity. Secalar-
ism, mulfiti-religiosity, and
religious accommodation is In-
dia’s destiny, let us not lose that
distinctivengss which the BJP is
trying to degtroy,”

Accusing |the Government of
pampering tommunal elements,
she referreq to the manner in
which the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
activists had, in violation of the
Supreme Cort order, trespassed
upnn the prptected area around
the dispuled|site in Ayodhya, and
how BIP activists had vandaliged
the precinety of the Taj Mahah

1A group under Dr. Manmolian
Si\gh had bpen_ser up 0 make

"

AT 2 e
resent form

recommendations on the mea-
sures io be taken to sustain the
campaign against the BIF's at-
tempt to0 “communalise and saf-
fronise” the education system.
“This debate must go on and we
should not reler} or ease the pres-
sure,” she said. \

Referring to fﬁe economy, Ms.
Gandhi said it was in doidrums,
growth had plummeted, there
was an invesunent famine and
business sentiment was de-
pressed because of the NDA Gov-
ernment’s policies. She
demanded a full-fledged debate
on the Doha meet. On the rein-
duction of Mr. George Fernandes
into the Union Cabinet, she said.
“even while the commission is
still investigating the scandal, the
Prime Minister has given a ciean
chit to a tainted person and re-
stored him to hjs original posi-
tion.”




“Govt has a

POTO,” the statement said. Sv

It added, “The Congress believes
that combating terrorism is the need
of the hour. However, a larger con-
sultaiive process involving all politi-
cal parties is necessary to put in
place an appropriate legistation.”

In a nutshell, this means that the
virtuaily the entire Opposition will
vate against the Bill and it is likely to
be defeated in the Rajya Sabha
where the Opposition has a clear
majority.

Congress sources sald the only
compromise that the party is ready
1o consider is for the Government to
withdraw the ordinance and send
the bill to a select committee for dis-
cussions. This would pave the way
for a consensus as the bill could
be suitably amended to satisfy

qpfoblem Congress trashes

its critics.

The strong stand ken by the
Congress today is a setback for the
Government, which was hoping for
cracks in the Congress because two
of its state governments, Maharash-
tra and Karnataka, have similar
ordinances.

However, Sibal’s argument that
the state bills and POTO are “as
alike as apples and potatoes™ car-
ried the day and the party has de-
cided to brazen it out by focusing on
the differences.

There 1s a rider to this which
Congress spokesman Jaipal Reddy
hinted at after the meeting. He said
that the Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka Chief Ministers agreed that
if the state bills had any harsh provi-
sions, these would be amended. It

L3

_ stand on the issue.

was suggested to the two CMs to say
this tomorrow, either at the Intgr-
State Council meeting or in a prass
statement later, so that there are ho
contradictions in the party’s coo-
scious decision to take a liberal

{n fact, Maharasthra CM Vilas-
rao Deshmukh is reported to have
stated at this evening’s meeting that
the law in his State hasproved e
tive in combating organised cri

50 cases have been booked under
the Maharashtra Organised Crime
Act (MOCA). Of the 13 cases de-
cided so far, ten have resulted in
convictions.

The party’s defence revolves

around legal and po ftical points,

Legalistically, it has decided to ar-
gue that the definition of terrorism
in POTO 1s imprecise and therefore
liable to abuse, that the provisions
relating to bail, etc. are draconian
and dweeping, that the provision re-
lating to journalists violates the free- -
dom of the press and thai organisa-
tions like PWG, MCC and NSCN,
which use violence as a political
tool, are not listed in the schedule of
terrorist orgamsatlons

Politically, it will paint out that
the Government has reneged on its
promise to consult political parties
on an anti-terrorism [aw. [t will insist
that there is a clear political motive
behind the decision to promulgate
an ordinance on the eve of/ winter
session of Parliament.
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HARISH GUPTA ,.)
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 12 ‘;/

HE Congress has constituted a

group of legal experts to examine

provisions of the Prevention of

Terrorism Ordinance (POTO)
and help the party formulate its views on the
issue when the bill is taken up for discussion
andpassage in Parliament.

The group comprising Rajva Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal, chairman of party’s intellectual
cell Salman Khursheed, former Law minister
H.R. Bhardwaj, scnior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi and a handful of other func-
tionaries will be meeting in the next couple of
days. Newly appointed Deputy Leader of
partyin Lok Sabha, Shivraj Patil, was guarded
when he told The Incian Express that the com-
mittee’s task is to scrutinise some of the provi-
sions which some say were draconian in na-

Kapil Sibal; Salman Khursheed

ture, For instance, he felt that a special provi-
sion relating to granting bail for a period of
one year was too harsh.

Abhishek Manu Singhvi went a step fur-
ther in saying that the intentions of the ruling
BJP were clear from Day Oue when Home
Minister T K. Advani said “it's awin win situ-
ation”. “H the Bill is passed by Parliament it

will be good for the gpvernment. IE
not passed, the Opposition will be
blamed for heiping the terronists.”
1 Singhwvi felt that it is plear that the
! purpose of POTO|was propa-
ganda and not fighting terronsm.
He said the comnittee would
only go into the merits of the provi-
sions and “it is for the
ership to take a final vi
sue”. Some legal experts assisting
the Congress admir that some pro-
visions were a shade better than the
defunct TADA. While TADA had a provi-
sion that no bail can be granted for the six-
month period, POTG provided for bail after
three months. Secondly, several suggestions
made by Supreme Court while hearing a
TADA case had been incofporated in
POTO, inchucing the one that relatives of the
arrested person have to infermed the same

ng sets up team to study POTO

day and the arre qtad willbe prmfidc.dmlhthe
assistance of alawyer without delay.

The expert committee wili also interact
with chiet mimisters of Congress. who will be
coming here on Novernber 17 to-attend a
conference called by the Prime Minister on
POTO. Though therc are laws in Maharash-
tra and Karmnataka to deal with organised
crimes, it is clear trom the deliberations i the
party that hardliners may have their way.
Though the ruling NDA will have no ditfi-
culty in getting the Bl passed in the Lok
Sabha despite the Congress and others op-
posing the Bill, the test will be in the Rajva
Sabha which will take it up later.

Another formula being suggested by
sommie of the intermediarics is that the Bill be
referred (o the select commaittee which can
give Its repott withina :,tlpulatcd period. The
PM Wil be holding a series of discussions o
the issue atier the CMs conference. /
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Cong choosés mi diévpath on

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 11: Taking a leaf
out of Narasimha Rao's survival
book, Sonia Gandhi is planning to
follow a “middle path” on major
economic, international and polit-
ical issues.

The Caongress chief is now wil-
Iing to extend an olive branch to
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee on
the Prevention of Terrorism Ordi-
nance if his government comes
forward with some amendments.

The rethink on the terror Ordi-
nahce comes in the wake of the re-
luctance of Congress-led govern-
ments in Maharashtra and Kar-

nataka to drop the Tada-clone-like
features in the state terror laws,

The Maharashtra government
said the Act against organised
crime was cruciad for the arrest of
the likes of film producer Bharat
Shah, accusad of a nexus with the
underworld, and associates of don
Daweod [brahim.

The Congress is adding final
touches to its parliamentary strat-
egy based on two principles. lis
priority is to thrash out Opposi-
tion unity and act as a “construe-
tive Opposition™ in the Lok Sabha.
The choice of Shivraj Patil as the
new party deputy leader in Parlia-
ment is an indication that Sonia
wants tn restore a “tfunctionat re-

lationship” with the Vajpavee reg-
ime and is willing to conkider the
passage of the controverdial Ordi-
nance if the government agrees o
move certain amendmentg.
Congress leaders safd they
have examined the ter i
nance and found it wanting in
many areas. “We want the govern-
ment to correct certain lpcunae
and we will consider it.”|a Con-
gress functionary said.
The party leadership hps also
taken a “principled stand'}not to
alter the existing Acts in Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka. Th feed-
back from the state governments
is thai the Ordinance should not
be compared with state laws

First, the Acts have come into
force after debates and diseussio-
ns in the Assembly: Second, they
are aimed at particular sections of
criminals and. so fa., there have
been no comglaints of misuse.

In the month-long winter ses-
sion of Parliament beginning No-
vember 19, Sonia wants party MPs
to force as many discussions and
debates as possible on the global
and internal security scenario,
the WTO, Ayodhya and saffronisa-
tion instead of staging walkouts
and disrupting proceedings.

The Congress is keeping a
close tab on the WTO delibera-
tions in Doka. The party plans o
restrict its criticism of the gov-
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'Tada clone

mton the issue as its leaders
ely acknowletge Mutasoli
1's suceess in Keeping na-
interests high on the agen-
1 succeeding in getting sup-
from several developing
ries.

the overall context of eco-
:reforms, the Congress has
«l to not oppose them per se.
its to confine its criticism to
ss sales of public sector
and lack of transparency,
nja js also unwilling to take
i in holding a pre-session
with other Opposition par-
the [Left and the Samajwadi
had “boveotted” the one be-
18 MONS00N $ession.

Cy-

1Y

\v\ ’ \pl
* The difficult tdsk of striking
COpposition unity 4nd thrashihg
out floor coordination has been
left to Patil. He will be attending
all business advisory committee
meetings with chief whip Priva
Ranjan Pas Munshi. .
The party today criticised for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh, ask-
ing him to restrain from speaking
“toorauch™, '
Natwar wondered how the gov-
erhment could describe the US.ag
a “natural ally”. “The phrase nat-
ural allv could and should have
heen avoided as such a term gave
an impression thart India was
no longer a non-aligned country,”

he said. /

i

R

!




_—Congress to oppose

POTO in Parlia

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 8. The Congress to-
day formalised its strategy for the
winter session of Parliament
commencing from November 19.
The party has decided 1o oppose
the controversial Prevention Of
Terrarism Ordinance {POTO),
promulgated by the Government,
in its present farm,

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the office- bearers of
the Parliamentary party and se-
nior leaders today. The party
shortlisted a host of {ssues, rang-
ing from the reinduction of Mr.
George Fernandes into the cabi-
net to the U.S. bumbing cam-
paign in Afghanistan and the
Tehelka issue, which it proposes
to raise forcefully in the House.

Conscious of the fact that the
POTO would dominate the ses-

nt

sion, the feadershiplh s%} gun 1
put i1s act together. A¥ymajor paj
oftoday's meeting wasHevoted 1
discussing the ramifidations of
the ordinance as wel) asithe prog-
aganda launched by the BJP in igs
bid to pin down the Opposition.
The party president, Ms. Sonja
Gandhi, wanted the partymen {o
be fully prepared and to meet the
Govermnment’s onslaught. A teajn |
of leaders and legal experts his
been asked to sit together and
prepare a brief to be distribuied
to the MPs.
Today's meeting was attendpd
by Dr. Manmohan Singh, Mr. Pfa-
nab Mukherjee, Mr. Arjun Singh,
Ms. Ambika Soni, Mr Kapil Silyal,
Mr. Suresh Pachouri, the npw
deputy leader of the party in fthe
Lok sabha, Mr. Shiveaj Patil, r.
Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi, Mr. Ka,
mal Nath and Mr. Jaipal Redgy?

THE HINDL,
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‘Co . looking for Wc/w
Jllqtlfv anti- PO TO stane

By Anita Katyal Q\ ,C\

Times News Network
NEW DELHI: The Congress 18 in a fix. Having decided 1o o
Prevention of Terrorism QOrdinance (POTO). it is now frying to
wity to justify ils stance. simu sev erl ('r.mg,lcss ruied stane!

son 8. Jaipal Reddy had categorically stated that ~the party’s decisic
will be binding on all its chief ministers”. Several leadurs are citing tf
example of the CPM which has disallowed its West Bengal governme
{rom cnacting an anti-terronsm law since 11 1s opposing a similar legis!
tion at the Centre.

The dichotomy in the Congress position surfaced during party mee
ings on Friday when several senior leaders, including Arjun Singh.
Natwar Singh and Manmohan Singh, discussed the issuc. It was fell the
the Congress would be hard put to defend itself when POTO comes up
for voting in Parliament.

“This question is bound (0 be raised .. bow do we justify the fact tha
it was okay to support TADA when we were in power and hut noet whe
we are In the epposition.” remarked a senior Congress leader. The
Congress position on POTO s crucial as it can have the ordinanc:
defeated in the Rajya Subha where the opposition is in a majority.

The Congress is worried that the BJI* will use its opposition to POTC
ta accuse it of not being serious about combating terrorsm. Party lead-
ers worry about the effect this issue may have in UP which is going to
the pol]s The BIP is using the September 11 attacks to sfoke communa
passions by bringing in POTO, banning SIMI and reviving the Avodhva
Issue.

There 15 a sensc of uncase in the Congress aver the possible fall-out of
the ongoing international situatien on the domestic scene, with the BIP
secking to create a communal divide. Thas matter came up at the Friday
meeting, especially in the light of the Malegoan communal riots, It was
felt that polarisation in the country had not “becn as sharp as was wished
by the BIP since oppoesition Lo the US attacks on Afghanistan cuts across
communal barriers, However, the Congress is not sure how the situation
will uaravel in the coming months. “Today's meeting was meant o {or-
mulate the party view. It suits the BIP and the SP to take exig
tions but we have to see how we should respond so that w
voke nor become irrelevant.” cxplained a senior leader,

THE TIMES OF lNW\

4 NOV 2008



Sgrg rejects
BJP plea
*%on Potd)

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 2. - The
Congress today rejected the
BJP national executive's ap-
peal to reconsider its opposi-
tion to the Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance.

The Congress spokesman, Mr
Jaipal Reddy, said, the Con-
gress would oppose Poto not
only in the Parliament, but al-
so through a statutory resolu-
tion and by moving amend-
ments,

“This appeal of the BJP
should not cause any surprise
because the Ordinance was
promulgated with the view to
making such hypocritical ap-
peals,

1f the Bharatiya Janata Party
was interested in the
Ordinance, it could have con-
sulted the Congress and other
opposition parties in advance,”
Mr Reddy said. The promulga-
tion of Poto was malafide and
intended to confront the coun-
try with a fait accompli, he re-
_marked.

.
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Outraged Somnia

FROM RASHEED KIDWAI
AND ANAND SOONDAS f”‘ N

Oct. 15; Finally getting its act to-
gether, the Congress today served
an ultimatum to the BJP with
Sonia Gandhi claiming that the
Rajnath Singh government's
crimes of emission and commis-
sion could not be washed away
even by “mother Ganga™.

Addressing a parivartan rally
that kicked off the Congress cam-
paign for Uttar Pradesh, Sonia
charged that corruption had as-
sumed industry status under the
BJP *There is so much dirt, so
much corruption in P govern-
ment that even Ganga ruqiva can-
not wash it off.” ‘% 1o

Capitalising on Ggorge Fer-
nandes’ reappointment as minis-
ter for defence. Sonia asked her
audience not to forgive the BJP for
placing the responsihbility of the
nation's security on someone
facing corruption charges. “UTI,
Tehelka, telecom... how long can
we keep forgiving and hoping for
the better?” Sonia asked. adding:
“And now they want to give same-
one whose role in 4 scam is under
the scanner the job of looking
after the nation's defence.”

The Congress chief said Fer-
nandes’ reinduction was a
“shame” and her party would do
whatever possible to oppose it.

The dais was packed with the
who's who of the Congress — for-
mer Union ministers and former
chief ministers sitting side by
side with ather senior functio-
naries, Various factions of the
party were coming together for
the first time in.an unprecedented
show of unity.

Sonia touched upon a wide
range of subjects such as the cur-
rent international situation, the
plight of farmers and the lack of
development in Uttar Pradesh.
While her party was in agreement
with the government on the fight
against terrorism, she said she

¢icries sham

%.

-
was opposed to the idda of punish-
ing the innocent and goor citizens
of Afghanistan. “Such a strategy.
cannot work agains} terrorism’
and could even prove ¢ounter-pro-
ductive,” she said.

Sonia alse made it clear that the
Congress would not gef inte any al-’
liance with the Samaj
or the BSE ending spec
the two sides were inc

Congress rule, develogment had’
come to a standstill in Uttar
Pradesh, Sonia said, acpusing the
BJP of betraying the votprs. _
“By changing face, ou cannot
change character,” Sonfa said re--
ferring to Rajnath’s appointment -
as chief minister. “People’s aspi- |
rations have been betfayed. In-
stead of seva, they betyayed. In-
stead of development, they plun-
dered.” she added.
The Congress chief eminded
her audience about the fjongress’
contributions to the |freedom
struggle and nation building. “Re” -
member who incorpoerated reser- -
vations for weaker sections in the
Constitution,” she said. "
“The Congress wantg social
harmony. It is a party thaff thinks
beyond winning elections}” Sonta
said, adding that her pafty had
never indulged in commpmal or:
casteist politics to enhze
electoral prospects.

Left slams govt
Left parties have come do

NDA is nothing but an ©
funistic combine”. !
Rounding on the goverfiment
on the same issue, the Left]s ally,
the Samajwadi Party; said it frould ~
take the Tehelka campaigngs that

had forced Fernandes to ¢uit to j’

the streets.
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Soma warns PM about

<

° L2 iperilous’

0 A By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 14. The “perilous simation” of war
and conflict in our neighbourhood calls for the exer-
cise of “extreme caution and wisdom” on India's

. partif it wishes to avoid a “major communal confla-

gration” here, the Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, has said in a letter to the Prime Minister.

Mr, A. B. Vajpayee.

The situation could get “out of hand” considering

| the daily dose of television which is showing dis-

turbances and demonstrations in Pakistan. *‘This is
bound to have an effect on our minority communi-
ty,"” she said, suggesting that a “'close watch'' needed
to be kept on it as even a minor incident could spark
a “major communal conflagration.”

She has said that the country must avoid such a
situation at all costs. She had written to all Congress
Chief Ministers asking them to remain vigilant, and
she wanted to share her view with the Prime Minis-
ter. Although Ms. Gandhi did not refer to the coming
Uttar Pradesh elections and the attempt to revive
the Ayodhya issue by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and the recent announcement that an Ayodhya cell
would be started at the Prime Minister's Office, the
tming of the letter clearly showed that she may have

situation 151

had the delicate communal situation in Uttar Pra-
desh in mind. There|have also been reports that
sgmme parties may want to start a riot in U.P. with a
view to polarising Hidu Muslims votes.

The letter was writtgn four days ago, on October 9,
but released today by|the party along with another
letter dated October p2 in which Ms. Gandhi op-
posed the “secrecy sujrounding the development of
a new syllabus for schools”” and the writing of new
textbooks, In the second letter, Ms. Gandhi pointed
out that the National{Policy on Education was en-
dorsed and sanctified by Parliament in 1986, “Its
core and secular valugs cannot be changed without
the consent of the supreme legislative body, " she
said, reminding the Prime Minister she herself had
demanded that such|changes should not be con-
templated without copsulting the States and a broad
spectrum of experts.

If the Government| did wish to change existing
textbooks, it should demystify the process and an-
nounce the names oflexperts writing and scrutinis-
ing the new textbooks. Her demand was the new
texts be examined by 4 panel of experts and academ-
icians constituted thfough consensus before they
are introduced in schéols. She hoped this would get
the Prime Minister’s ['immediate attention.”

-+
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By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 30. The enrire po-
Wical  establishment  and  he
country went into a state of shock
today as the news of Mr, Madhav-
rac Scindia’s death in a plane
crash came in. Mr. Seindia, who
was deputy leader of the Congress
in the Lok Sabha and one of is
senior-most members, was killed
along with scven others, inciud-
ing the pilet, a crew memhber, an
alde and four journalists,

The T0-seater (essna aircraft
betonging to the Jindal group had
o1 board, besides Mr. Seindia, the
faur journalists, Ms. Anju Sharma
of Hindustan Times, Mr. Sanjeev
Sinha of lndian Express, Mr. Ran-
jan Jha and Mr. Gopal Bisht, cor-

respondent and photographer of
Aaj Tak — Mr. Seindia’s public re-

lations man, Mr. Rupinder Singh,
and pilot, Mr, Ray Gauram and co-
pilot, Ritu Maiik, The bodies have
since been recovered, but reports
indicated rthal they were chasred
bevond recagnition.

The Directoraie General of Civil
Avidtion (DGCA) has mnsnituted an
inquiry into the plane crash.

By late aflernoon, when the
news of Mr. Scindia’s death was
confirmed, a palt of gluoem set over
the capital - the Prime Minister.
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
Leader of the Opposition, Mrs. So-
ma Gandhi aleng with her daugh-
ter, Ms. Privanka. the Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani. and
hundreds of politicians from all
parties, well-wishers and friends
gathered at his residence here at
27, Safdarjung Road. to condole
the death.

“Messages of condolences slanted

pouring in. The President, M KR,
Naravanan, senl a pcrmnui letier
to the bereaved wite, Ms. Madhani
Raje Scindia, The former Prime
Ministers, Mr. P V. Narasimha
Rao, and Mr. Inder Kumar Gujral,
were among those wha et the
family to express their grict.

The plane had taken off fron
here at 12,50 and was o reach
Kanpur an hour later, where Mr.

I President, PM express shocls |
{ Personal loss: Sonia E
+ — Page 14 ‘

A sudden halt to a marching f
‘ hero — images: Page 15

Scindia was to have addressed a
Congross ralty, part of the series of
pre-election meetings planned hy
the Congress, and named Parivar-
iy Yaoa, Burat 133 pm, 17 min-
utes before the plune was due 1o
land in Kanpur, the Alr Traffic

e FOUR SCRIBES AMONG DEAD, DGCA DRDERS PROBE

@Scmdla killed in plane crash”

MWWJ

f

Wreckage of the private piane which ctashed near Lucknow on Sunday, killing senior Congress
leader, Mr. Madhayrac Scindia, and six others. — AP

dra Prasad fell victim to a brain

haemorrhage, and now Mr. Scin-

Coniral in the city lost contaci
with it Later, it was said that the
plane canght fire in mid-aic and
the pliot may have rried 0 make
an cmergency landing in a field.
But it had become a ball of fire by
the time it hit the ground. The ac-
cident occurred near the Molla
railwav slation in Mainpuri district
of Uttar Pradesh.

Heavy rain in and around the
crash site apparently hampered
and delaved retrieval operations.
Senior potice officials in Uttar Pra-
desh said that the site of the acci-
dewt could be approached only an
foot. Huge pools of water as a re-
sulr of the rain added to the prob-
tems.

As news came in of the accident,
there was litlle hope of anv survi-
vor. but at the Congress Party of-

THE HINDU
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fice pegple kept hoping against
hope. But around 4 p.m. it was
confinnad that all on bourd had
died.

Mrs. Spnia Gandhi was among
the first fo wrive at M Scindia’s
residencg while other party leaders
and Unidn Ministers began soon
streaming in. Police had to mave
into the drea in strength as caval-
cades of [VVIPs started arriving
Mrs. Ganpthi spent considerable
time wirthf the family. Mr. Advani
and Mr. Adun [aitely, the Law Min-
ister, tooklpersonal charge and is-
sued mstructions for
arrangements o bring Mr. Scin-
dia's mortal remains to Delhi.

Ms. Shedla Dixit, Delhi Chief
Minister, gnd Congressman, Mr.
Mani Shankar Aivar, both said that
they had edrlier planned (0 make
the visit to [Kanpur with Mr. Scin-
dia.

What has|especially shocked the
party is thgl recently death has
claimed sederal of its young and
promising Jeaders. Rajesh Pilot
had died in p road accident, Jiten-

dia. Mr. Kamal Nath, another
prominent young Congress leader
narrowly escaped when a small
plane he was travelling in crashed,
kiling some others on hoard.

CWC(C condoles

Alan vmergency meeting of the
Congress Working Commitiee, a
condolence resolurioly was adopt-
ed placing on record its profound
sorrow and griet ar the ragic and
untimely death of Mr. Scindia and
others in the plane crash.

Ihe mortal remains of Mr. Scin-
dia and other passengers aboard
the C-9i Beecheraft plane would
reach the Capital early on Monday
morning. The boady of Mr, Scindia
would be kept at his official resi-
dence for people to pay their last
respects. On Tucesday,
would be taken to the AICCH
headguarters here for some time,
Later in the atternoon, the
will e Aown to Gwalior by a spe-
cial plance.

the body

body
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- Centre lacks planning on

H‘} . \ . n n -
s Major issues:

By Syfjay Mehdudia

NEW DELHL, AUG. 19. The Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, ta-
day charged the NDA Govern-
ment with compromising the
coundry's infernal security which
kad led to escalation of terrorist
viotence in Jammu and Kashmir
and sharp rise in insurgency in
the North-East States.

Warning the Cenire of the
“growing unrest” in the country
against its performance, she said:
“They went to the Agra summit
without any preparation. The
talks failed and nothing came out
of it, We are not against the proc-
ess of dialogue but the Union
Governmemt bas shown a totally
conrfused and chaotic approach to
major issues which had eroded
‘he standing of the country at the
nternational Jevel.”

Ms. Gandhi was addressing a
massive "Dalit Chunauti Raliy”
arganised by the Ilethi Pradesh
Congress at Sultanpuri on the eve
of the 57th birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. The railly, convened by
the former MLA and Dalit leader,
Mr. Jaikishen, was attended by
Delhi Government Ministers,
MLAs, Councillors and party lead-
ers. The Chief Minister, Ms. Sheila
Dikshit, could not attend the rally
as she was unwell.

She said the Centre's policies
bad put the country behind by

. years. The situation in Jammu
and Kashmir had deteriorated
and militants continued to mas-
sacre innocent people, with the
Centre watching helplessty. The
North-East was also burning due

The Congress presint, Ms. Soni Ganﬁ i, being presented an

Sonia

(YT
1 l‘

Adivasi headgear by the Chhatisgarh Chief Minister, Mr. Ajit Jogi
{ieft), at a Dalit rally in New Delhi on Sunday. The DPCC
president, Mr. Subash Chopra, lodks on. — AP

to its directionless and unimagi-
native policies. The economic sit-
uation had gone from bad to
worse with people suffering un-
der the impact of increase in pric-
es and decline in earnings.

Referring to the BJP, she said
the party which had promised a
clean and healthy administration
was Today involved neck deep in
corvuption. It had been rocked by
multi-crore scams in which the
money of the poor citizens had
been swindled under the very
eyes of the Government. They had
accused Rajiv Gandhi of corrup-
tien, today they themselves are
caught, Ms. Gandhti said.

She said since the NDA came to
pawer, arrocities against Dalits

and minorities had increased and
the Goverpunent had failed to ini-
tiate any faction. She demanded
thar all th¢ notifications issued by
the Centrq in recent months put-
ting hurdléds in the path of prome-
tional and employment
opportunifies of the Dalits and
Scheduled | Tribes be withdrawn
immediately.

On Congtitutional review, Ms.
Gandhi said her party would op-
pose any affempt to tamper with
or change the Constitution. The
BIP had set in motion this exer-
vise 10 deprifve the Dalit and other
sections of | their rightful share
guaranteed lhy the Consgitution
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PM must clarify on UTI, sa}fss

The Times of india News Service

NEW DELHI: The Congress party
brushed aside Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpavec's offer of resigna-
tion on Tuesday as a “diversionary
ploy.” meant 1¢ divert the altention
of the people from the UTT crisis,
particularly in the wake of details
about the alleged invotvement of
the PMO. (L'\, 3’ \‘
The Congress, w}m}] along wi

other opposition parties stalle
proceedings in the Rajya Sabha or
Tucsday to press ils demand for an’
explanation from the PM. has
decided not to gel sidetracked by
the ‘resignation” issue. [t will, per-
sist with the demand that the Prime
Minister “come clean in both
Houses on all these facts” said
Congress spokesperson 5. Jaipal
Reddy on Tuesdav. He indicated
that the issue would snowball in

e

Parliament on Wednesday again,
While the debate on the UTI crisis
in the Rajya Sabha remains incon-
clustve, the Lok Sabha is scheduted
1o take it up on Thursday with the
Congress party having moved an
adjournment metion on this issuze.

Mr Reddy alleged that the facts
about the PMO’s intcrvention in

crtatn UTT investments are too
specific and 1oo startling to be side-
tracked by a merc resignation
drama.

The silence of the PMQ regard-
ing these facts during the last 24
hours amounts to an admission of
guilt, Mr Reddy said. adding that
cverybody knows that Cyperspace
Co 1s promoted by the Johari
brothers who have been attached
to the RSS for the past two
decades.

The Left urged Mr Vajpayee 10
cxplain in Parliament his reported

“ETMESOFM
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Congress
slatgment exprassing a desire o
resign.

UPM parliamentary party leader
Somnath Chatterjee told reporters
that| Mr Vajpavec's remarks at a
mecking of the Bharativa Janata
Partp (BIP) MPs scemed 1o sug-
gest |he had lost the confidence of
the INational Democratic Alfiance.

Tepming Shiv Sena MP Sanjay

Nirwpams charges about the
PMp's involvement in the UTI
scanflal  as  scnsational,  Mr

Chatterjce said Mr Vajpavee was
expetted to come o the House to
give [an explanation. “Instead he
has greated a situation to prevent
ND& partners from rasing such
issucyd”

He|claimed that the PM's pres-
ence pt a funetion of a fly-by-nig
company i Lucknow hagd-1ts
impa¢t on the subsequent UTI
decisipn to fnvest in it

r




Trinamool

HT Correspondent

Kolkata, July 29

STATE CONGRESS president
Pranab Mukherjee today
declared that his party was
snapping tigs with the Tri-

namool Congress and the
Bangla Bachao Froni. A few
days ago, Trinamool chief
Mamata Banerjee had
announced that her party
would go it alone in West Ben-
gal.

Pranab used the political
training camp organised by the
Mahila Congress to announce
his decision. " We entered into
an alliance with the Trinamoot
anly after it pulled out of the
NDA. But now we find Trl-
namool MPs taking seats in the
Treasury benches. The premise
of the alliance, therefore. does-
n't exist.”

He said: “The alliance can't
go an at our initiative oniy The
other partner has o recipro-
cate too, Mamata has of late
been saying that the Congress
has become a burden te her and
that she is no longer with the
Congress. We didn’t respond to
this because it was a pre-poll
alliance, We were committed 1o
the people to carry on the
alliance.”

Sentor PCC leaders such as

~ PRANAR MUKHERJEE

Somen Mitra and Atish Sinha
have for some time been voic-
ing their displeasure aver the
tie-up. “Why is Mamata stiil
with the alliance when we have
become a burden?” Somen had
said recently.

Yesterday, Pranab had told
Congress workers to dissociate
from the Trinamool path.

“4 political movement is
not about vielence and block-
ades. Its success depends
on a party’s mobilisation
strength.” Atish had also urged
workers to assert their separate
identity in the districts and the
Assembly

Taking a dig at the Tri-
namool’s bonhomie with the
NDA in Parliament, Pranab
said it would only strengthen
communal  forces.  “Never
before did the BJP get a seat
from West Bengal Tt did so only
after jts tie-up with the Tri-
namoal ”
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By Our Special Correcpondeng{) in lhe week, Mr. ‘Slmrma

NEW DELH), JULY 5. The Congress
continued 1o criticise the Union
Government for its “mishand-
ling” of the sttuation in the north-
east. “This Government has no
perception or idea about the
northeast. This situation has been
created by its inconsistent ap-
proach,” the party spokesperson,
Mr. Anand Sharma, said.

The party decided to despatch a
four-member delegation, headed
by the Lok Sabha MP, Mr. Mani
Shankar Aiyer, to tour the area
and get a first-hand view of the
situation.

The other members are Mr. P.R.
Kyndiah, Mr. Yijoyen Handrique,
Lok Sabha MP from Assam, and
Mr. R.P. Rebia, Rajya Sabha MD
from Arunachal Pradesh. As a part
of its consultative process, a
meeting of PCC leaders from the
area has also been scheduled later

s?cT;h e

turmoil had started with{the des-
tabilisation of a duly-eledted gov-
ernment in Manipur. Ple also
called on the Centre to take steps
10 restore peace in the area.

Welcoming the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee's an-
nouncement that the Govern-
ment would review the ceasetire
with the NSCN ([-M), the BIP ap-
pealed to the people of Manipur
to maintain peace.

In a statement here, the BIP
general-secretary, Mr, Sunil Shas-
Iri, said the Government's deci-
sion to agree to a review of the
entire framework of the ceasefire
agreement was a welcome step.

“The Centre had signed the
agreement in good faith but the
widespread adverse reaction in
Manipur focussed on the rather
nrisplaced  perception  that it
could be a prelude tw the reorga-

g. team to study situation in N E

nisajton of the temt(mdl hounda-
ries pf Manipuar.”

Appeal for peace

The Manipur MDPs and MLAs
Forup has appealed 1o the people
to maintain calm and peace in the
wake of the assurance by the
Prime Minister. It said il was
hopelul that the review would be
condiicted in due course and de-
scribgd the assurance as a step
forw;ﬁrd.

The [anata Dal (United) has al-
s asked the people to remain
alere land prevent violent  ele-
ment§ from taking advantage of
the sifuation. The JD{U) spokos-
man. {Mr. Mohan Prakash, ap-
pealed to the State not to use
force against peaceful protesters.

Megnwhile, the Speaker of the
Manipur Assembiy, Mr. 5. Dha-
nanjoy singh, said he was not sat-
isficd Wwith the Centre's decision
to revigw the ceasefire agreemegm™
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Room No. 44, Parliament House,
5 pm: Fresh from her American
odyssey, Sonia Gandhi waits for
the Left and the Samajwadi Party
to turn up for her teq party. None
does and she leaves in a Auff
through the back door:
Room No. 43, Parliament House,
53.30 pm; On the tenth anniversary
of his budget that launched India
on the path of reforms, Manmoharn
Singh has for tea his harshest crit-
ic: the Left.

Sonia Gandhi has again scald-
ed her fingers in hot tea.

The Left left her out, but had a
“full-fledged discussion” over tea
with Manmohan in the room next
to hers on floor coordination strat-
egy inthe Rajya Sabha. The Sama-
jwadi Party, the Nationatist Con-

S o

T/ gress Party and Bahujan Samaij

Party also ignored Sonia’s invite.
All of them had played a part in
denying the right to hold “high of
fice” to Sonia, feted as "Prime
Minister-in-waiting” during her
recent US trip.

“We did not know the venue
and the menu of (Sonia's) meet-
ing,” said RSP’s Abani Roy, ex-
plaining why he and representa-
tives of the CPM, CPI and For-
ward Bloc skipped Sonia’s tea
party. But pressed harder, Roy ad-
mitted that “it was due to pelitical
reasons”.

Only Semnath Chatteriee of
the CPM had tea with Sonia and
Madhavrao Scindia at the Con-
gress’ Parliament office, but that
was half-an-hour before the offi-
cial party “Madhavrao Scindia
made a request, and, therefore, {

,
had a cup of tea with Bonid. I
did not go as a representativelof
either the CPM or the Peopla’s
Front,” said Chatterjee.

“We will have qur own strate-
gv. The problems facing thp nation
cannot be solved by the Cpngress
and the BJE The People’s Front is
the answer,” the CPM leadgr said.

But only three months ago,
Chatterjee had hummed 3 differ-
ent tune. Sources said with the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly electicns
inching nearer, Mulayar] Singh
Yadav had made it clear to fhe Left
that it has to choose betwden him
and the Congress.

Today’s tea party, [which
was boycotted by all exceépt the
IUML, RJD. ADMK and RPlL
(Prakash Ambedkar). sent shock
waves in the Sonia capmp. It
also created a sharp divisit)r with-

er to Sonia tea party

in the Oppaosition.

This will come as a breather to
the Vaipayee governnient which is
likely to come under fire in Parlia-
ment for the failed Agra Summit,
the UTT fiasco and the Nagaland
ceasefire.

Mavavati of the B&P said she
had "no time for tea parties” but
sent a note o Soniz, regrefting
that she would not be able to at-
tend. “At least she was consistent
in staying away from Sonia and
Manmohan's get-together, But
what the Left has done is simply

childish. naive and indefensible,” |

a Congress floor-manager said.

n April 1999, Subramanian
Swamy’s tea party, aitended by
Sonia and Jayalalitha, manager
to topple Vajpayee but the Opposi-

tion could not form,an alternative !

government.




-CongmssMen want CWC to ¢

BY VENKATESH KESARI ﬁ\
New Delhi, July 7: Even as the
Congress continues to blame
Primc Minisler Atal Behari Vaj-
payee for the delay in consulting
with the main Opposition on the
visit of Pakistan President Pervez

Musharrafl and the summni
belween the two countries, a sec-

tion: of the party said that a special

CWC be convened to determine
the purty’s strategy on it.
“We do not know whar exact
is the Congress’ stand on the
Kashmir issuc and feel that the
party has become a B team of the
BIP on it. I fact, the [eadership

should take a lead 10 consult with

different sections in the society

and therchy force the govemment

to take a correct political line,”
Congress insiders said.

According to them, the Congress

kas not been able 1o ake stand on
fareign policy different from the
BJP and others.

The Congress president, Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, in her letter to

party workers carried by the Con-

gress Sandesh. the party mouth-
picce in the June issue. said. “We

welcome President Musharraf and
do hope that Simla agreement wilt

be the basis of the discussions.”™
In the same letter she said. “On

the visit of President Musharraf, 1

wish to sav that our ling stands

mdh,atcd The National Democ- ',
ratic Alliance has all along insist- |
ed that no dialogue with Pakistan
wits passible with a mifitary
regime. We kepi saying that we
have entered into discussion and
diatogue with mititary rulers in
the past. We have also maintained
that any Initiative for the dialogue
with Pakistan would be welcomne,
We are, therefore, happy thal the
NDA government has changed its
stand and taken a U-turn, though
the nation has the right to know
the reasons f()r this sudden change
its stance.”
he did not explain her pﬂrty’s
vidw even for the benefit of the
grassroot workers

But chairman of the Congress®
foreign affairs department, Mr K.
Naiwar Singh, in a write-up pub-
lished in the same i1ssue of the
Congress Sandesh, said. “A prob-
lem that has bedevilled bilateral
relations for half-a-century cannat
he resotved in one meeting, This
is going 1o be a topg haul. Centi-
dence building takes time and per-
severance. The very fact that the
two heads of government are
meeting sends its own message.”

Significantly. in the same article
Mr Narwar Singh asked Mr Vaj-
payce to take the former Prime
Minister P.V. Nafasimha Rao into

conlidence belght the Indo-Puk
SUnmit. /
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FROM RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, July 3: Both good and
bad news await Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on her return
from a sueceessful visH to the US
and a bricf stopover in London
with son Rahud,

Senior leaders plan to tell her
the good news first: Amma is back
with the Congress. An ADMK del-
egation led by Thambi Durai
today told AICC general secretary
Ghulam  Nabl  Arxad  and
spokesman Jaipal Reddy that the
party’s alliance with the Congress
Was Iniact.

A fortnight ago, Jayalalitha
had announced cutside 10 Jan-
path that the tie-up was over and
that she was negotiating with the
People’s Front.

Sonia has summoned a meet-
ing of former governors tomor-
row 1o discuss the Tamil Nadu de-

; ~
40 AL
velopments. Party leaders Ro-
mesh Bhandart, Motilal Vora, Ma-
hahir Prasad, Shafi @uroshi.
Khurshid Alam Khan and Shiv
Shankat have been invited.

The bad news is from Bengal:
the alliance with Mamata Baner-
Jjee is on the brink. Though troubie
was brewing, Sonia will be disap-
pointed because she shared a per-
sohal rapport with Marmata.

She had even sought to inter-
vene from the US when the war of
words  between Mamats and
Somen Mitra had reached a flash-
point. She had also asked AUCC
general secretary Kamal Nath to
get in touch with Mamata and ask
her to wait till she returned to
India.

In the Congress assessment,
threo compulsions areforcing Ma-
mata’s hand. One, after losing the
Bengal Assembly polls, she has
begun to look at the Congress as a

liability. Two, he& NIPs may revolt
il she|stavs with fhe Congress.
Three] a section df the Bengal
PCC 14 keen on breaking the al-
ligirce.
Theugh the Congress still
hoperd that Mamata would change
her mind, it refused to officially
react f her outhurst in Caleutta
taday However, an AICC office-
bearer spid in private: “She is un-
predictdble, Some of cur leaders
in Bengal. too, are working over-
time to lsnap ties, {t is all very
sad. Bur|we still feel that she will
be an asset o the party in the long
run.”
Il Mamata calis off the al
liance, thir Congress leadership is
unlikely th badmoaouth her. “Inpoli-
tics, therd is no full stop. We can
meet Mamata at some other cross-
road. What is the point in burning

bridges ¢omipletely?” a party—
leader asked. /=
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1 Mamata snaps
ties with state

Qur Kolkata Bureau

KOLKATA 3 JULY
MAMATA
BANERIJEE c¢n
Tuesday for-
mally snapped
ties with the
Congress in
1 West Bengal
s putting to rest

- speculations
Mamata about her
future cou rse of action. With the
alliance falling through, Mamata
most certainly inched closer to the
BJP-ruled NDA.

Trinamool Congress’ rejoining
the Vajpayee Cabinet is now
believed to be only a matter of
time. Mamata has already stood
beside the NDA in the TN fiasco.

The Trinamool supremo told
newspersorns on Tuesday that her
party would do it alone in the
state. She blamed it on the state
Congress leadership that the
alltance did not last.

“We will do it alene in the
state, The Congress has said the
alllance is over. We did not,” she
told newspersons here.

Charging the state Congress
with not being sincere in fighting
the CPM, Mamata, who had in
the past branded Congress as the
‘B’ team of the Marxist party,
repeated the allegation that some
state Congress leaders wanted to
strengthen the Marxists.

G
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Sonia a
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OQur Political Bureau
N NEW DELHI g JULY

A MIXED baggage of good and bad
news awaits Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, who retums here
on Wednesday after rounding off a
satisfactory visit to the United
States.

The bad news; Mamara
Banerjee, Tuesday evening, finally
decided to durnp the Congress and
walk out of the alliance
in West Bengal. The
good part was that the
AIADMEK, which had &
virtually signalled an end
to its tie-up in Tamil
Nadu, on  Tuesday
switched on its friendly
charm back by proclaim-
ing that the alliance was
very much on.

That the parting of
ways between the Congress and
the Trinamool in West Bengal,
notwithstanding the inevitability,
was not a welcome development
was clear with the party refusing
to officlally react to it.

Party spokesperson Jaipal
Reddy maintained that an offictal
comment will be made on
Wednesday, implying that efforts
may still be made to salvage some-
thing out of it.

The end of the tie-up, though
expected for some time, is certain-
ly a setback for the Congress since

Soni
developments over the arrests in
her state.

Only a month ago,
Jayalalitha, after calling on Ms #
Sonia Gandhi, had maintained

Mixed bag awaits

ter trip

it had earlier projected the
Trinamool’s exit from the NDA as
a major coup. The Congress had’
proclaimed that by doing so, it had
signalled a wvictory for the
secular forces. However, that the
pressure on-Mamata from within
to sever her ties with the Congress .
had finally prevailed became
evident on Tuesday with her for-
mal declaration made this
evening.

On the other hand, .
the Congress suddenly
found itself being courted
by the AIADMK once
again — a clear indication |

i ister J.
| efforts 10 do
4 darnage-control

a

ceptions following -

cutside 10 Janpath that her

alliance with the Congress in Tami]

q of Tamil Nadu chief min- *
Jayalalitha's
some -7
after =

losing the batde of per- -

Ms 7

Nadu was only for the Assembly |

elections.

By affirming that she was

holding talks with the People's

Front over the possibility of a fresh -

equation, she had dearly indicated
as much that the alliance no
longer remained in place.




/(ﬂ)n ess
t to back
President’s
Rule in TN
By OUR SPECIAL @ ’)/

CORRESPONDENT

g
New Delhi, July 1: The Congress
party on Sunday clearly indicated
that it would thwart the Centre’s
move {0 impose President’s Rule
in Tamil Nadu and described the
Union Cabinet's decision 1o
wrecall” the state ZOVEITOr, Ms
Fathcema Beevi, 28 “hasty, ill-
conceived and motivated.”
“We will never support Presi-
dent's Rule in Tamil Nadu. In fact
this (prrests of Mr Karungnidhi
and others) is no case for Presiden-
's Rule to be imposed.”” said Con-
gress spokesperson $. laipa
Reddy.
¢ The Centre may find it difficul
to apply Anticle 156 ol the Consti
Lution in the state because the L.ef
patties and e Telugw DPes
Party, whose ontside support b
heen crucial for the NDA govery-
ment, have been  VEry voesl -
against the 185LC.
On the Cabinet's decision 10
recall Ms Beevi, ne soidi “"We
oppose the hasty. ill-conceived
and maotivated decision.” Qugs-
tioming 1he decision, Mr Redfy
asked if it would be proper to hold
the President of India responsiple
{or 4 wiong committed by M aj-
payee. The Congress spokes
son recalled how the DMK
been pressing for the removal of
Ms Beevi from the day she
sworn in Ms Jayalalitha as he {
chief minister of the state. o
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. Reforms on

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ()/Q ¢

ey

WASHINGTON, JUNE 29. The [eader of the Oppn-
sition and Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, has said that while com pulsion might
have triggered economic reforms in India,
conviction was sustaining them und there was
no alternative but to pursue the reform route
while simultancously strengthening the ca-
pucity of the state to spur social and cconomic
change.

Addressing a luncheon meeting organised
by the Confederation of Indian Industry here
loday, Ms. Gandhi said in India “'the pace of
change has to be commensurate with our abil-
ity (o manage the zisks of the trapsition,” and
referred to the pressure to make the rupec
fully convertible on the Capital account and
whal followed thereafter. “the East Asian [i-
nancial crisis bore out the wisdom of that cau-
tion.” she said.

With a main architect of economic reforms,
Dr. Manmohan Singh, seated nearby, Ms.
Gandhi said there was still a crucial role for
Government investment in the physical and
sucial infrastructure and development of the
backward areas. "'Our myriad problems can be
addressed only in the framework of & mixed
econamy with the ingredients of the mix re-
flecting changing imperatives. There is no one
single magic mantra,” she said.

Among those who attended the luncheon at
the Ronald Reagan Building were senior exec-
utives of industry and comimerce, senior offi-
cials of the Bush administration, including
from the State Department and the National
Sccurity Council, and Senator Sam Brown-
back, Republican from Kansas and a leading
figure on Capitol Hill who has been trying 1o
get rid of sanctions against india. Mr. Brown-
buck, in his brief introductory remarks, once
again called for an end 1o the punitive mea-
sures. “Let us do it now,” he said.

Ms. Gandhi talked about her vision and per-
ceptions of economic reforms, problems fac-
ing the developing countrics in global
integration, the concept of free and fair wrade
and the special interests and commitments of
India in the emerging schemce of things. She
also commented on the situation in Souch
Asia.

“It worries us that countries (whichi claim
to be committed to a rule-bound multilateral
system of free and fair trade. in practice. stiil
cling to bilateral punitive instruments. It is al-

option, ays donia

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gahdhi, inaugurating the 19th American

Association of Physicians of indian Orig

s0 of concern to us that non-trade issues are
increasingly getting intertwined with trade ne-
gatiatinns.

Child Tabour is a scourge, but it has to be
eliminated through education, through social
development,  through  unt-poverty pro-
grammes and not by fiat,” Ms. Gandhi said.

“President Bush has already spoken about
his commitment to multilateral trade negotia-
tions. Just as America pursues bilateral and
regional trade agrecments, India looks for-
ward to working with the U.S. to multiply bi-
Jateral trude and to ensure that W10 and other
international financial institrtions fulfill the
developmental aspirations of poor nations.”

On South Asia, Ms. Gandhi said there was
need for India and Pakistan to arrive at a set of
“entfurceable and verifiable confidence-build-
ing measures to minimise the risks of nuclear
conflict. Trade and economic contacts be-
tween our two countries must expand.’”

Demanding an end to the cross-border ter-
rorism, Ms. Gandhi said the answer to the
complex issue of Jammu and Kashmir would
have e be found within the framework, ec-

in in Washington on Thursday. — PTI

toral and muld-party demacracy. Jammu
and Kashmir is an integral part of India and is
vital for India’s secular ethos,” she said.
Ms. Gandhi's address had its Jighter mo-
ments when she talked about the Tnde-U.S.
relationship; from the vision born out of a
shared commitment ta representative democ-
racy, preserving and protecting secular values |
to economic growth and social empowerment |
and the development of science and technoi- |
ogy. "And. of course, a vision born out of the
fact that America enjoys the most favoured
nation status among our educated youth.”
Speaking further on the expansion in the :
“‘canvas of commonality,” Ms. Gandhi point-
ed out that during the last U.S. Presidential
election in November, many in {ndia thought
the country’s expertise in electoral technology
ould be offered.

With Califernia experiencing power cuts.y
Hia (Ullld offer expertise in managing
bame; “and with what is happening in Wash- |
ngton, our expertise in dealing with pohma_.}
Hefections, ' she said in a reference to the ve-
tent switching of Mr. James Jeffords fron; Ee-
bublican to an Independent,




‘Sonia skirts indian media

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE WJ'

WASHINGTON, June 29. - On
her first trip to Washington as
Leader of the Opposition, Mrs
Sonia Gandhi met the Vice-
President, Mr Dick Cheney,
and national security advisor,
Ms Condoleezza Rice, to dis-
cuss Indian and global issues.

She also addressed a gather-
ing of NRI physicians, the
Congressional Caucus of In-
dia and Indian Americans to
garner support for her party.

But when it was time to
meet the Indian media, Mrs
Gandhi turned out to be a no-
show. Almost.

Journalists, invited to a
news conference at 4.30 p.m.,
found Mrs Gandhi on her wayv
out without having even en-
tered the conference room

renled by the Indian embassy
for the event at the expensive
Marriott Hotlel in downtown
Washington,

The news conference venue
was hurriedly cbanged yester-
day morning from the Indian
embassy building to the Mar-
riott afier Mrs Gandhi changed
her schedule 1o fit in an ad-
dress to a gathering of Indian
American physicians at the
Marriotl. The 40,000-member
group is a powerful lobbying
machine in the USA, making
hefty political contributions to
push Indian interests.

Nearly 15 minutes before the
stheduled time for ihe “chat”
with the press — for less than
five minutes ~ she answered
questiong about her meeting
with American politicians and
about her and her children’s
political plans, before saying

she had t r2zh to the airport.
Azked whether her Baughter
would enter active| polities,
Mrs Gandhi said hey children
followed the politicql goings-
on in india but it Was up to
them to decide if thely wanted
to take on the politicgl mantle.
“My husband madd his own
decision, ! made my pwn deci-
gion, and I expect my daugh-
ter to make her decigion about
entering politics,” sHe said.
Asked 1f she want
come the Prime Minfs
Gandhi replied: “The
vacanty right now.”
On Wednesday, Mys Gandhi
was accompanied by Mr Man-
mohan Singh and former ex-
ternal affairs minfister, Mr
Natwar Singh, to tHe meeting
with Mr Cheney. [She later
described the mecting as pos-
itive and cordial.

Source i the meeting lasted
25 mpinutes \during which AMr
Cheney und Mvs Gandbi lavded
the progress in US-lndia rela-
tions, and the Vice-President
promised to maintain the mo-
mentum of the growing ties be-
tween the countries.

A meeting with Mrs Hillary
Clinton had to he cancelled
because Mrs Clinton was tied
up in the Senate.

Addressing the congression-
al caucus on Wednesday, Mrs
Gandhi thanked the group for
bridging the distance between
the two countries. “To all of
vou, I bring the greetings and
appreciation of my country-
men and countrywomen,” she
said, adding India and the
USA “are now more deeply
engaged than ever before in
fruitful dialogue across a
broad spectrum of issues.” /




Sonia outlines steps or

President Pervez, .|

S Rajagopalan

Washington. June 28
PRESIDENT PERVEZ Mushar-
raf mav be landing in New
Delhiwith some heavy Kashmiy
baggage. but Congress presi-
dent Senia Gandhi has a difter-
ent plan for his ouling with
Prime Minister Atal Bilarl Vij-
pavee: Adopt a sat of “enforee-
able and verifiable” confidence-
building measures 1o minimise
the risk of nuclear contlict

Sonia, who arrived here on
Wednesdav told the influeniial
India Caucus legislators: "Peace
in South Asia is of puramoun:
concerntoall of us. 1t isof even
greater concern. ! know. ever
since India and Pakistan wont
overtly nuclear three years
ago.”

Besides confidence-building
measures on the naclear front.
she mooted a shift of focus m
trade and ecanomic coniacts

Huf progress on the Indian bid
to eive a push to South Asia
Free Trade Agreement would
really hinge on Pakistan extend-
ing the most favoured nation

(MEFNY status 1o India. she
siressed.
Sonia had a “very friendlv

and cordial” meeting with Vice-
President IMek Chenew 1t was
marked by Ccommonality of
views ononost issues”. Describ-
ing ndia as a “verv important
cotntry” for the US. Cheney
wits decidedy upbeat on Indo-
American velations.

The
summit figared during the 25-
minute mecting. The Leader of
Opposition informed Cheney
that her party welcomed this
development. The Congress, as
she put it. has alwavs been in
favour of an Indo-Pak dialogue.

At the lunch hosted in her
honour by the India Caucus, she
set farth the indian position vis-

Vaipavee NMusharraf

i”ﬁ
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afvis the Kashmir {ssue in cate-
gprical tferms: “Cross-border
tdrrorism has tao cease, And the
apswer to this very comblex
igsue will have 1o be found in the
framework of electoral and
multi-party demoeracy.”
Jammu & Kashmir is “an inte-
gral part of [ndia and vital for
India’s secular ethos”. she said
gnd emphasised that India had
qlwavs been sensitive to the sen-
fiments of the people of J&K,
which enjovs a special status
mder the [ndian Constitution.
Sonia will have meetings
~ith National Secuarity Adviser
~ondoleeyza Rice and Depury
Becretury of  State Richard
rmijtage later todav.

India Caucus co-chairmen
Jim McDermott and Ed Royee,
welcoming Gandhi's visit, said
it was “a great cpportunity for
us to turther the Indo-American
relationship through personal
relationships™ .
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~Mamata pact

still on: Cong

(yck

FROM RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, June 27: After a war
of words with Mamata Banerjee,
the Congress today adopted a con-
ciliatory attitude towards the Tri-
namul Congress, but made it clear
that the alliance will be off the mo-
ment Mamata returns to the NDA.

West Bengal Congress chief
Pranah Mukherjee took the lead
in softening the party’s stand. Pr-
anab said the alliance has succee-
ded in checking therise of the BJP
though it failed to isolate the Left
in Bengal. He said the Congress
had entered into the alliance with
the twin objectives of defeating
the Left and driving out commu-
nal forces from the state. Pranab
said his partv and Trinamul need-
ed each other in the state Assem-
bly to keep a check on the Left
Front government.

AICC spokesman Jaipal Reddy
endorsed Pranab’s line, discount-
ing yesterday'’s “liahility and bur-
den” slur. He said the verbal duel
should be seen in the context of
“local politics”. “Cur alliance
with Mamata was forged in the
context of her quitting the NDA
government. That context still
continues.... So long as she is not
part of the NDA government, the
aliiance continues,” Reddy said.

Asked to explain his earlier

blatement that the alliance with

Trinamul was
Reddy said he i3]

apparentiv’ on,

withdrawing the
word “apparently”

The Congress-Mamata rappro-
chement began last night after se-
nior party tunctionaries watched
Mamata on a private TV channel.
In the absence pl' Sonia Gandhi

and Kamal Nath
Us) AICC fune

(hoth are in the

tionaries got in

touch with Pranjab and, alter can-

sulting him. de¢
the crisis, "We
blame of calling

ded to play down
vill not take the
off the alliance.”

an AICC functicnary said.

However, par

v leaders made it

clear-that Mamfita would not be
allowed to "inteffere” in internal
matters of the party such asitstie-
up with the Left for- the Punjab As-

sembly polls. (]

urs is a national

party. In a vast gnd diverse coun-
try like India. the Congress wil
adopt different *jardsticks to keep
the communal forces at bay™ a

Congress MP saif.

Congress leag
waitand watcht
move in Bengal.
to continue for s¢

ers said they will

ctore making any
Pranab may have

e more time as

state Congress chief though he is
keen to relinquigh the post. “The

leadership will
SUCCESSOr issue

AICC functionar

once its relati
with Trinamul is sorted ou
v said.

decide on the

afl




Sonia calls CMs’ m

-
HT Correspondent f'? Q\\f
Nei: Delhi, June 12 ’ VAN
SONIA GANDHI has called a
meeting of Congress Chief Min-
isters on June 16 to review of
development schemes in States
ruied by the party. The focus of
the meet however will be on prob-
lems faced by farmers because of
the NDA Government’s policies.

The review session follows the
Congress chief’s address at the
Bangalore AICC where she said
Congress-ruled States should be
known for good governance and
become trendsetters in econnmic
and social policies.

She also laid special stress on
administrative reforms to ensure

a responsive and accountable”

administration.

Since its Bangalore session,
the party has added more States
ta its kitty, with Congress Gov-
ernments installed in Assam,
Kerala and Pondicherry.

The Saturday’s meeting is also
significant in the context of the
coming Uttar Pradesh elections
where the party has identified
the “miserable state” of farmers
as a major poll issue. The party’s
UP unit has already held two
farmers’ rallies at Meerut and
Aligarh. More such rallies are
expected over the next few days.

This is the second meeting of
Congress CMs in six months. On
November 17 last vear, Sonia

,tillg e

Gandhi had undertaken a review
of] social welfare schemes, espe-
ciplly those meant for OBCs, trib-
alp and Dalits, in various States,
She suggested to the Chief Min-
isters that more money be
pumped in fewer schemes rather
thhn spreading the Budget thinly
o ntore schemes.

Recently, Sonia formed a three-
mgmber committee comprising
Manmohan  Singh, Pranab
Muikherjee and Arjun Singh to
interact with party ChMs.

I'he main issue discussed at
the first meeting of this commit-
teq was the problem of foodgrain
prpcurement faced by farmers
dup to Central procurement
agegncies’ apathetic attitude.
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Pant’s progress
\v

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 9 Xy ia\
AS PART of the Government's
exercise to hold consultations
with major political parties on
the Kashmir peace process, K C
Pant today briefed a two-member
Congress delegation on his
recent visit to the Valley and the
talks he held with various groups
and individuals.

Emerging from the hour-
long meeting with Congress
leaders Pranab Mukherjee
and Ghulam Nabi Azad. Pant
said he had hriefed them
about divergent copinions that
came up during his meetings in
Kashmir.

Mukherjee said, “The overall
impact of Pant's interacticnis on
the positive side.” On whether
there was any shift in the Con-
gress policy on Kashinir, he said
there was only one policy for
Kashmir, which was to restore
peace,

Asked fwhether the absence of
the Hurriyvat Conference from
discussions during Pant’s visit
would jeopardise the peace
process, Mukherjee said the
entire issue would have to be
seen in totality

“When vou hold talks, there
will be some successes and
some failures. But if you see
the issue in its entirety, the over-
all impact has been on the posi-
tive side.”

In the second phase of his
interaction with national par-
ties, Pant will hold talks with
BJP and Left leaders. On his
part, Pant sald there was no
deadline for him. “But I am of
the opinion that peace has to be
restored in the Valley as early as
possible.”

The Congress has consistently
voiced support for any initiative
to restore peace in the Valley. It
had even backed India’s unilater-
al declaration of ceasefire in

Kashmir. The party hw/

STAREHE TN

the

responfled positively to
recent cessation of ceasefire and
invitatjon for talks to Gen
Musharraf.
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Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, May 31
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CONGRESS RAJYA Sabha Ch}ef
Whip Pranab Mukherjee will
give up the post of PCC chief
before Parliament session begins
in July

Pranab has no qualms about it
and Sonia Gandhi is reportedly
eager to have him back in Delhi
with Assembly elections due
soon in Uttar Pradesh and Pun-
jab. And the man likely to step
inte Pranab's shoes here is
Somen Mitra, who has held the
position before, i

“Before I took over charge in
Bengal, I had an open discussion
with Sonia Gandhi. She agreed
that I would return to Delhi after
the elections in Bengal were over.
Now [ have other assignments to
execute for the party and concen-

trate in Parliament,” Pranab
Mukherjee told Hindustan
Times.

“My brief for this tenure was
to ensure that Mamata left the
NDA and went to polls with the
Congress as an ally. That has
been fuifilled. So my task is
over.”

Sonia has not officially named
Pranab's successor, but the sig-
nals are very clear Last week,
Somen Mitra met tho AICC pres-
ident at 10 Janpath, where he is
believed to have told her that the
State unit needs a revamping if it
has to do well in the panchayat
elections.

Somen also reportedly asked
Sonia whether she wanted the
Congress to play second fiddle to
Mamata Banerjee in Bengal, But
he insisted that Pranab shouid
continue for a few more months,
till Priya Ranjan Das Munshi
and Mamata Banerjee are com-
pletely exposed to the people.

“Already, State Congress lead-
ers and central leaders have
realised that the alllance with
Mamata was harmful for the
party. Congress workers have not
accepted Mamata and that was
reflected in the polls, Otherwise,
we could have got at least 30-35
seats. Besides, we performed bet-
ter than the Trinamool BJP com-

bine in the 2000 municipal polls.
But the way in which we compro-
mised with Mamata this time

sealed our fate.” Somen Mitra
said.

It is Somen Mitra’s perfor-
mance as PCC chief between 1992
and 1998 that has made him the
favourite for the top job again. In
1893 panchayvat poils, the Con-
gress increased its margin from
13,000 to 22,000. In 1924 municipal
poils, the Congress gained con-
trol over 44 municipalities,
against the 11 it earlier ran.

In the 1895 CMUC polis, the city
elected 69 Congress councillors,
whereas earlier the party had 37
councillors. In the 1996, the State
Congress increased its tally in
the Lok Sabha from four to nine,
and in the Assembhly from 82 ta
85.

The record is formidable,
marred only by the way the offi-
cial Congress candidate DP Roy

in the 2000 Rajyva Sabha polls lost !

to the Trinamool's Jayvanta Bhat-
tacharva.

Priva Ranjan Das Munshi, also
an aspirant for the PCC chief’s
post. blames Somen Miftra for
that fiasco. This is what Somen
hag to say about that: “This is
Priva's trump card against me,
Bat he is a slipperyv character,
First, he was against the alliance
with Mamata tiil his wife's name
was cleared as a candidate. And
he now wants to get the PCC
chief’s post, again for the selfish
aim of wooing Mamata and with
her help get Deepa Das Munshi

1
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elected to the Rajva Salbha next
vedar But he will not suceeed in
his dubious game.”

Somen is so confident presum-
ably because he has Sonia Gand-

hi’s blessings, and the support of

such Congress stalwarts as
Pranab Mukherjee, ABA Ghani
Khan Chowdhury, Kamal Nath.
Ahmed Patel, Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Qscar Fernandes.

Besides, he knows if there is
an election for the PCC chicf's
post, Das Munshi would get a
drubbing as more than 350 0f the
440 members are loyal to him.

PCC general secretary and
Somen loyalist Manas Bhuniva
said: "Priva has alreadyv been
tested as a minister and PCC
president. He was a failure when
he ied the Congress in the 1987
Assembly polls. Even todav
because of his slimy and back-
stabbing politics, he has no cred-

HINDUST A% Tin#
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ibiiity or follewing among Cont-
gress workers, He ik a man who
said that he waould change his
religion but never join the Indira
Congress, He wag gne of those
who demanded a Nurembeoerg-like
trial for Indira Gandhi atter the
Emergency. He catied Indira the
cancer of Congress. How gan a
man like nim be promoted?”
“This rime again, for hls own
ersonal Interest and his wife
Jeepd, he upset the entive politi-
al equation of North Bengal by
ntagonising Barkat Ghani Khan
howdhury and Adhir Chowd.
ury.
"As a result, we losr seais in
jorth Bengal including Malda
and Ninajpur, and our chances
Jere spotlt in Sovih fengal too,
And now how can Das Munshi
ipake such ridiculous and anti-
I nt\ s*atm e m‘» likv !hp (“rm—

:md LOIUDCIID it with the Tri-
namool’s

“For mnateh wea have Pranab
as chief Otherwise,
Das Munshi would have sold the
fack, stock and harrel to

Mukherjee

DATTY
Mulnata to
ends.”

— -

"Bhuniva asked.

further his

own

be baékin Delhi-
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wi CWC m gt focus on U.P.

By Cur Spemal Corresponde

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The Congress is
gearing for the hattle in Uttar Pra-
desh. The party today decided to
focus  single-mindedly on the
State, in a desperate bid o rn
things around. Though the three-
hour meeting of the Congress
Working Committee dealt with a
range of issues, from the ourcome
af the recent Assembly clections
to India-Pakistan relations. espe-
cially in the context of the Gov-
ernment’s invilation to Pakistan's
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharral, and the situation in
West Asia, the focus by all uc-
counts is on the impencing battle
in Urtar Pradesh.

The meeting was held in the
background of the recent elec-
tions in which the party did very
well but the leadership appeared
intent on looking ahead. Signif-
icantly, it dispensed with the cus-
tomary resolution, praising the
Congress president’s efforrs, and
concentrated instead on evolving
its approach for the future.

The accent at the end of the ex-
ercise was on putting the house in
order rather than indulging in am
kind of adventurism.The part
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, said
that consolidating the secular
lorces was ong of the primary
tasks.

Though refrained

the party

roin criticising the move to invite
ser. Musharraf, Ms. Gandhi did
express surprise at the turn-
around in the Government's pol-
icv. "We are flabbergasted at the
total (urnaround by the Govern-
menl... From refusing to talk tili a
few months ago, th(:‘\ have now
came a {ull circle,” she told news-
persons after the meeting.

Considerable time was report-
edly spent on Utrar Pradesh and
the meeting did throw up somne
ideas, but it has been left 1o the
special committce set up by Ms.
Gandhi and the general sceretary

in-charge of the State, Mr. Ghu-

lam Nabi Azad,
cgy. It is cleg
keen on dra
sources. lThe
the strategy s
effort by the
in addition t
most of the p

to draw up a strat-
r that the party is
Aing on all irs re-
broad contours of
ggest an exhaustive
“ongress president
the plans to deploy
prty Chief Ministers.

The party &so plans o expose

its State lea
those in cha
stralegy Lo po

ership as well as
ge of planning its
itical and social sci-

entists who hgve exiensively stud-

ied the reason
the Congress

s for the decline of
in the State.

It is up to my children:

By Our Special Corresponden

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The Congress president, Ms. 5q

broke her silence on the question of her childr¢n

saying the decision would be made by them. “In«
are taught to take their own decisions,” Ms. Gand}t

Sonia

nia Gandhi, today
jeining politics,
ur family, children
i told presspersons

after the CWC meeting at the AICC headquartery.
Ficlding queries with aplomb, she spoke on arange of issues —
from her children jeining politics to the party’'s strategy in the Uttar

Pradesh Assembly elections and her reaction to
invitation to General Pervez Musharrafl for talks
when Ms. Privanka Gandhi Vadra would take the py
without ruling out the possibility, said “the deg
hands, they (the children) will have to take their oy
way [ and my hushand did.” Ms. Gandhi said she
on the issue. “When my son and daughter want u
neither discourage them nor encourage them.” Th
in a “terribly good position in Uttar Pradesh” bat

unitedly, they could overcome the challenges.

the Government's
Asked specifically
lunge, Ms. Gandhi,
ision is not in my
m decision just the
had an epen mind
join politics, T will
E Congress was not
f everyone worked




By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHE, MAY 27. The Congress
Working Comumittee (CWC) will
meet tomorrow to take stock of
the political siruation. This will be
the first meeting of the apex deci-
sion-making body atter the recent
Assernbly elections and is expect-
cd to dwell on the fallout of the
results and the situatibn arising
out of it.

Tomerrow's meeting will alse
be attended hy all thg 11 Chief
Ministers of the Coungkess Stare
Governments, Ten of the 11 Chief
Ministers will be there in cheir ca-
pacity as special invites, while the
Nagaland Chief Minister, Mr. .0
famir, will be there as a perma-
nent invitee,

The Congress leadership also
plans 1o use the meeting 10 go be-

vond the usual stock-taking exer-
cisc, The high command is keen
that the occasion must not be a
self-congratulatory cxercise and
that the party must start prepar-
ing for the next round of State
clections. Uttar Pradesh and Pun-
jab, States which are likely to go to
the polls either late this vear or
early next year, will be the focus of
attention.

The political situation has also
undergone a change as have the
equation among the parties. In
West Bengal, the Congress deci-
sion to align with Ms. Mamata Ba-
nerjee of the Trinamaool Congress
has upser the lLeft parties, while
Ms. Banerjee hersclf is reportedly
once again considering reviving
her relationship with the BIP-led
National Democratic  Alliance.
The parcy will bave to evolve a

" Crucial CWC meet t¢ay

strategy where it either manages
to kee its alliance with Ms. Ba-
nerjec gr mend its fences with the

Left pdrties. The Congress has
been gharderd in its response and
has limjted itself to saving that it
wiil do ILl(}lhing ter de<sakilise the
Government, However it will have
to go beyond the perfuncrory
statemept at the CW( meeting
and indicate how it seces things
shapinglup in the near lulure.

The CWC will also formulate its
responsg to the Government's de-
cision tol invite the Pakistan Chief
Exccutivg,  (eneral Musharrat.
Fhe mope is being viewed by
some qquIers in the party as an
attempt py the BjP-led Govern-
ment to|make some diplomalic
gains to nake up for its “under-
performanee  in_the domestic

front’. /
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Karunakaran’s son appointed

chief uffl(erala C

HT Correspondent H[ O’

Thirueananthapuram, Ml’m' i7

CONGRESS HIGH COMMAND
today appointed K Karuna-
karan's son K Muralidharan as
the new Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee {KPCC) presi-
dent to put an end to the infight-
ing in the State party unit.

Soon after an eight-member
UDF ministry under A K Antony
was sworn in, AICC observers
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Motilal
Vohra, announced K Muralidha-
ran’s name as the KPCC chief.

Though the decision is expect-
ed to be part of a pre-poll formu-
la, the undue haste in which it
was announced shows that the
party wants to give no room for
dissent. With 20 MLASs (out of 62)
in Karunakaran's fold, it dreads
to take another chance. “If
Antony group gets the Chief
Minister, the KPCC president is
for my group,” has been Karu-
nankran’s chorus for a long time.

'TMC-CONG MERGER |
TALKS LIKELY

TAMIL MANILA Congress leader G K
Mgcapanar may discuss the merger
of his party with the Congress dur-
Ing his meeting with Sonia Gandhi
next week.

Tamit Nadu Congress committee
president EV K S Elangovan, who
met Sonia with new party members
of the Tamil Nadu Assembly, said
this today. HTC, New Defhl

For the party, bitter memories
of a factional fend are still af-
resh. Karunakaran has showed
the high command that he can go
to any extent to Keep the balance
of power in the State. He came to
a point of wrecking the ship by
resigning from the Congress
Working Committee and blasted
thoe central leaders in public.

The party placated him finally

ongress

by apery in;t:le closed candidates’

list anq prelsenting three more
seats [to his group. When
Antony's name was proposed as
the CLP leader, he kept mum
waiting for his share.

Howgver, the party shat down
his demand for a simultaneous
annourjcement of the CM and
KPCC dghief’s post. It reportedly
asked the leader to first ensure a
smaeoth|selection of Antony and
report Hack to Delhi.

Now with his son at the helmn,
the paty can heave a sigh of
relief gnd the two groups are
happy with the turn of events.
But the Femaining two are cut up
with the high command. The
party has four groups of which
two dotpinant ones are led by
Karunakaran and Antony and
the third by AICC secretary
Rameshh Chennithala. Vavalar
Ravi leafls the last group.

The 13st two groups reportedly
faxed messages to Delhi citj
their digpleasure.

THERRIAIST.L L A
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‘Cong storm

G

GUWAHATI, May 14. — The
Assam Pradesh Congress presi-
dent and chief minister-desig-
nate, Mr Tarun Gogoi, today
said his government would
evolve a comprehensive plan to
resolve the msurgency problem
in the state.

Addressing his first press con-
ference after the Congress to-
day stormed to power with 71
seats in the 126-member As-
sembly, Mr Gogai said a politi-
cal and economic approach was
required io deal with insurgen-
cy. He alse appealed to the mil-
itants to shun the path of vio-
lence.

Meanwhile, the chief minister,
Mr Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
resigned this morning but has
been asked by the Governor to
continue in office till the new
government takes over. He said

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

YOS

he accepted the| defeat but at-
tributed it to sonie extent tothe
violence unleashed by the Ulfa
in the run up to the election.

He chose not to comment on
whether the party’s alliance
was also one of the reasons for
its poor showing.

The four-party =
alliance of AGP,
BJP, All Bodo
Students’ Union
and the ASDC
(1) won 37 seats. Of these, the
AGP won 18 while the BJP, Ab-
su and ASDC won eight, nine
and two seats respectively. Re-
sults of two seats were yet to be
declared. Elections were held
for 125 seats.

Mr Gogoi said a meeting of the
Congress legislature party
would be held where the leader
will be elected on Wednesday
after which the party would
stake claim its to form the next

by several

® AGP pushes BJP back

L

government,
He said the government would
hold the long-pending pan-
chayat elections by thel end of
the year in a bid to decentralize
power and his government

vears: page 8

Assembly elections wit
AGP as allies.

The results came as a ghock
for several AGP ministers and
senior leaders of the pgarty.

3HE. 5140 L3RAS

1§ MY 200

s to power in Assam

Among them were the agricul-
ture minister, Mr Chandra ¥o-
han Patowary, education min-
ister, Mr Thaneswar Bore, co-
operation minister, Mr Nurul
Hussain, municipal and admin-
istration minister, Mr Biraj
Kumar Sharma, transport min-
igier, Mr Pradip Hazarika, and
sericulture minister, Mr Ram-
andra Narayan Kalita,

The speaker of the outgoing
assembly, Mr Ganesh Kutum.
also lost.

On the other hand, one of the
Congress stalwarts to lose was
the leader of the Opposition,
Mr Sylvous Condpan.

Among other prominent losers
were NCP candidate and a for-
mer home minister in the Ma-
hanta cahinet, Mr Bhrign Ku-
mar Phukan, and Trinamecl
Gana Parishad candidate ag

former AGP minister, M
Bora\ /




19y 1sunede
suonedage auyl e Jedur possaidxo
JRSIAY] YPURTY BILOY "SJy ‘LOISSIS
138png Ayl Jo ABp ISB[ 3L U )
-SIUTAL FLULL] AUT Aq pouaauoe) Sul
1o Aued-pe p o dy oyl oy
Aeme rday Aured ayr e Ajdarsun
-nol §,aley sy 1040 ssaI8U07y Mp
sEm dn poyIom 05 JUNY-YaIm,,
B Jo Juawnaaon aodedie s oyt Sur
-SIROE Tan0) s aley s e o8eaq
SN UM sy ssafuony sy

‘pud saig sy 0 dinsuesned ans
-mnd o1 uoneIndar © aaey TRy
_ Jrueuy 1A PUB 3LINOUS "1 1105

I8Naf sy 01 asuodsal up AuTemy
_ (] ‘Poutosiad jo a81eyd ur oy

Jo 131sTuTjy ‘aley miepunses S
AQ UM TQOT ‘T1 YMEBIN JO i3
-13] 01} Ul pIp 1 UL paatmouod
AI0WL SPUINS 131U 3G ITeisan
-UJ 0) JUSNI § JUaUIiEaA0L) avded
-feA ol Awrems 1y Aq ssaid oy
01 PAsLa]al 1a110] Aunoys Ay uJ
PALIELN
-RijEed J0 uolssas se[ a Buy
-mp pp ‘acfedies ueyag iy N
IS AULL] ST 81| S[|JRMm puR
alqQoM 10U pue 187 g Jo disy
Yl YlIm  paullexa  AJuBnoicily
el 81 JARY [{IM,, Iy
Jo 1aistugy syl ey sedoy Aw
-BMS (1 TOTRIIUILTTGD TRy
quueuy-aunoys a1 duisestsy
- uoneu ay smede

UL B 0S| IR DJUIYG [eu
-l v Bulay sepisaq,, ‘suoprdape
2551 IR} SLIGsHR Alems “I(] °, 59
-mseal) Juanue Jo jaodxa piar,,
10 81 JUBADY I 01 1a1)9] § Auemy
() UL IYpuey eiuog sy isunede
suonedafe oy jo 1sniy; Ay
|, swad
snoald  pue  swau  wmasnp
[euoney csaimdnos apdwol se
(ons STHNSEAI) JUAIUR 100 j0 110d
-xa [edoqy,, dmndspe ‘uRApY Y]
“1jA] AISTULA] AUIOE UOTU[] 311 0)
13119] S, AWEMS "I(] Paso]IU QSR
auMoys A C paunuexa Oulpgd
~wod s AWEMS ] JO)  JoNBgU
o) 198, 01 2y PUE WSUNOY,

I[N 9Ne[ 3yl Ul argnd 11 axeua
o] pa3do mol sBY ay ‘0s[e Alemy
I(] 01 payarw sem ‘10z 0 Hdy
paep Gonal o o Adoa e asuly
“ININT) Pue WISUNG Y
J0 ISISTUTIN ‘Felmy {IUsUY "IN 01
SODUBADID) LN 10} 8IS J0 Iy
-SIUTIA ‘STITHOYS ULy "ol W] J0)
-19] B PASRI[AL SBY A1 Jwi STy L
‘mypuer) BIUOS s ‘uopisodd(y
30 apey; M suedn suoneds)
-[B ST 4240 UIRAR pieay uaaq sey
‘Aureamg UBIURILEIGNS T uap
-1saxd Aued wiRue[ ap Aem oy
10 0 SUONIRR A[GWassY DY ul
Sunoa ay) YIA TT AVINL ‘IH130 MaN

10 JIISIUIY 911 SASIAPE ALINOUS ?../Ev—u:on_mebcu ewads Jnp Ag

s «pouluiexs, 3q 0} eluos 1S jes mmm..ap_o%




_Cong dares govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, May 6. — The
Congress today demanded that
a CBI enquiry or one by a judge
of the Supreme Court be
instituted withing 24 hours
into allegations thal the party
had links with the banned
Ulfa.
“If this is not done then the
prime minister and home
minister should tender an
apology te the people for
misleading them and for
politicizing the recent killings,
Congress leader, Mr kamal
Nath,” told a press conference
here this morning. Mr Advani
had accused the Congress of
ving instigated the Ulfa to
ttack AGP and BJP candidates.
t was not good to politicize
illings and such acts should be
condemned, Mr Nath said.
The Assam Pradesh Congress
president, Mr tarun Gogoi,said
that it was a lie that his party
had not condemned the killing
of AGP workers., He said he
was the first to visit the BJP
candidate, Jayanta Dutta's
house after he was gunned
down in Dibrugarh. “But the
prime minister has not felt it
necessary to condemn the
killing of Congress workers,”

GUWAHATI, May 6. — Five .

Ulfa militants, including a
district commander, were kil-
led and another injured in
separate encounters with se-
curity forces.

A group of Ulfa militants,
hiding inside a hut at Patha-
charkuchi area of Barpeta
district, fired upon security
forces when challenged by the
latter last night. In the ensu-
ing encounier four militann-
cluding the outfit’s Barpeta
district commander, Nagesh-
war Kalita, were killed.

Another Ulfa militant, Ab-
hijit Sarma, responsible for
the recent killings in the,

' gtate, was shot dead by secur-

- ity forces near Gohpur in So-
nitpur district today.Sarma

- along with a group of ten mil-
itants had been sent from
Bhutar to disrupt the poils.
—rr1

he said.

The Congress leaders said
that AGP ministers had links
with the Ulfa and that was the
reason why the BJP
government at the Centre was
not willing to institute an

y S

[

- —— el a

panic among th
workers,” Mr Goge
said adding that a low turnou
would adversely affect th
party’s chances inthe election.
Assam |police silent: Th
Assam Police are yet t
ascertain{whether the Ulfa wa
behind thie attacks on the AG.
and BJP [candidates and thei
supporterg, although the Unic
home mirjister and the Assar
chief mihister, Mr Prafull
Kumar Mphanta, have claime
that the |militant outfit ha
carried out the attacks at th
instigatiog of the Congress.

In fact, adeerding to the officic
websgite of the Assam Polic
(www.assdmpolice.org), the onl
attack byl Ulfa militants o
political parties was on th
Congress dffice at Ghagrapar i
Nalbari district in which on
person wag killed. Insofar as th
vther Riflites are concerned, th
il Le it
wirh wlcithher
“militants”
group.
Mr Advani had earlier state
that the |Assam police
evidence of|plans by the
target AG
allies — workers,

these o it
Fereants’ (
without naming an
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By T. Ramakrishnan 4
CHENNAI, maY 3, The Congre
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, wi
not be campaigning in Tamil Na
du, Mr, Ghulam Nabi Azad, gener-
al secretary, said today.
Gandhi is coming to Pondicherry
where she will address a public
meeting on the afternoon of May 8
{the last day of campaigning),”
Mr. Azad told presspersons here.

Asked whether this decision was
due to the experience of the
AIADMK chief, Ms. Jayalaiitha, not
attending an election raily partici-
pated by Ms. Gandhi in Villupu-
ram in August 1999, the Mr. Azad
denied it and said,“that was a

“Ms.

mere coincidence” During elec-
tioneering, such things did hap-
pen and in many cases, leaders
were 1ot able to address even
scheduled meetings and share the
dais with others on all the occa-
sions. ‘At the time of elections, we
de not stand on formalities. For
instance, in Kerala, the Leader of
Opposition was present only in
one out of 10 meetings addressed
by Ms. Gandhi,” Mr. Azad said.

Ms. Gandhi had to cover differ-
ent States, from Kerala in the
south to Assam in the east. “She
has hardly a week to canvass for
votes, and travelling frem one
State to another takes seven to
eight hours. She is reauired more

iU

—— ,\F/*, )'"“;@ S N —
Sonia to skip Tamil Nac

in the States where the Congress is

amajor player.”
aside guestions
absence of jeint
Gandhi and Ms.

Mr. Azad brushed
on whether the
campaign by Ms,
Jayalalitha would

send a signal that the State had

become unimpg
gress and it was
contesting less 1]

As for Tamil
was contesting
part of the “sec
Ms. Jayalalitha.
campaigner hen

rtant to the Con-
due to the party
umber af seats.

Nadu, the party
the elections as
lar front” led by
“She is nur star
b, When we are

more than satigfied that she is

strong enough tq

get us votes and

seats, where is th need for pulling

out Ms. Gandhi
tour,” Mr, Azad

rom her election

sked. /




f/Cong criticises
ajpayee for

| comments on
Soni

between 1he
ruling
alliance and
the Congress
intensified
on - Monday
with the
J Congress
{ Sonia Gandhi  alleging that
Prime
Minister Atal Beharl Vajpayee was
trying to browbeat the party when
he said Ms Sonia Gandhi was low-
ering the dignity of the
Parliament.

“It is the Prime Minister who
has lowered the dignity of
Patliament. He cannot browbeat
us. We will not be cowed down,”
Congress general secretary Oscar
Fernandes told reporters a day
after Mr Vajpayvee mounted an
offensive against Ms Gandhi jor
her sudden outburst.

The Congress general secre-
tary said Vajpayee's speech in the
Lok Sabha was objectionable, “He
should have acted with more dig-
nity and wisdom instead of taunt-
I ing the Congress and igs leader-
| ship.” Mr Fernandes said. “1 do
" not know whether there is any-

thing in the record of Parliament
which showed that the leadership
of Congress said anything in the
House which lowered its  digni-

“,l;,

ity e

Referring to Prime Minister’s
subtle warning that “several
jssues” concerning morality of
Opposition parties were coming,
Mr Fernandes said no one could
prevent the government from
bringing forward any issue. “But,
they (government) canhot hide
thelr sips. First let them answer
what they have done and then
throw stanes at others,” he said.

The war of words between the
goveinment and Congress which
began on the conduding dav of
Budger session hotted up on
Sunday when the Prime Minister
attacked Ms Sonia Gandhi and
Congress,

.~ Congress, which joined the
“slanging match said the Prime
Minister should have ser the one
for reconciliation, “He has not
done that. Our party will not 1ake
it ightly. we will take it 10 Peopl;*s

o

Court,” Mr Fernandes said.,

The Economic Tirie
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‘Sonia has lowered

House di

e
HT Correspondent q ( :

New Delhi, April 29 U"(
THE PRIME Minister today
expressed  pain over Sonia

Gandhi's emot:onal outburst on
the last day of the Budget ses-
SIGIL, SAVINE sUeh eplsodus low-
ered the prestige of Pariiament.

Appealing te all political par-
ties to put the "unfortumate mei-
dent behind us”. Atal Bihari
Vaipavee said i a statement: 1
personally look forward to con-
structive dialogue and coopera-
fion with Sonia Gandhi, both in
and outside Parliament.”

He asserted that he had said
nothing objectionable in the
Lok Sabha on the last day of the
Budget session, [ fail te undor-
stand how my speech provoked
such an angry and personalisad
outburst from the leader of the
Opposition,”™ he said.

“I am pained by the emotion-
al outburst of the Leader of the
(pposition at Advani.”™ the
statement said. “As the Leader
of the Opposition. and even
when [ was an ordinary MP, I
always stood up to stop the use
of derogatory and unbecoming

remarks in Parliament.”

‘NO MOVE TO REPLACE PM'

THE BJP president, Jana
Krishnamurthy, said on Sunday
that there was no move to replace
Prime Minister AB Vajpayee with
his Home Minister, LK Advani.
The two men. he said. were tike
inseparable twins.

PTI, Nagercail

In @ seaching countar-attack.
the Congress later tonight
accused the Prime Minister of
doublespeak. AICC general sec-
retaty Ambika Soni said Sonia
had gone out of her way to end
the Budger sessian on a positive
nate. bit Vajpayee had “issued
threats o the Opposition and
also gave sermons”™. “We had to
call his biuff as he was saying
one thing and doineg another”
soni said.

At a Press meet in Thiru-
vananthapuram, BJP president
Jana Krishnamurthy defended
the Prime Minister. “Never in
his long political career has
Atalji personally abused anyv-
body and no leader in the coun-
try would level such a charge
against him,” PTI quoted him as

gnity: PM

hating said.
LK Advani had walked uyp to
thif Congress president to greet
hey after the House was
adjpurned on Fridav, when an
angtv Sonia told him: “Ny hus-
hand was crucified in the
piofise by add of yous My morhess
n-law was msulted by vour
pedple  davy n and  day
oufl. Even now they are calling
mefand my children thieves, We
will not take all this lving down.
Thik will nor go without a
fight.”
Vijpavee's slatement said:
“Suph episodes lower the pres-
rigg of the Indian Parliament.
Advani had gone to greet herand
othgr members of the Opposi-
tion, as is customary at the end
of the session. It was notan ocea-
siorn to express angotr.”
He said it was the duty of
both the Treasury and the Chppo-
sition benches to make a1 new
heglnning towards “re-estab-
tishliing” high stundards  of
debate in Parliament in “the
trug spirit of democracy and
mutual respect’.

“This is what people expecr
from us irrespective of part
that| we belong to,” he said.
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KOLKATA, April 18. — The West Bengal
Congress, unlike the Trinamul, has offered

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

ifies

. a detailed explanation in its 32-page mul- P

ti-lingual manifesto as to why it entered
into an alliance with Trinamul Congress in
West Bengal.
The PCC chief, Mr Pranab Mukherjee,
. will release the manifesto at the West Ben-
gal PCC’s new office on CIT Road tomorow.
The Trinamul Congress manifesto is sur-

prisngly silent on this aspect and contains |

no word on the party’s stand in regard to
the BJP. However, the Congress leader-
ship, PCC sources said, felt the issue nee-
ded to be dealt with at length to clear the

confusion prevalent in the party rank and

file.

The manifesto, drafted by Mr Omprakash |
Mishra, PCC secretary and Jadavpur Uni- |

versity professor, recently got the AICC's
approval.

The common minimum programme of the
Congress and Trinamul Congress would be
released on 21 April.

Besides English and Bengali, the Con-
gress manifesto will, reportedly, have Hin-
di and Urdu versions.

Seven disgruntled Congress MLAs have
already joined Mr Sharad Pawar’s Nation-
alist Congress Party after being denied
tickets. Many party leaders are not ready
to accept the alliance on grounds that the

tie-up had led to the dumping of Congress th

X &7 B
Actnr Tapus Pal, the Trinamui cendidate from
Alipore, waves to the crowd in front of the Alipare
Survey Building after filing his nomination papers
on Wsdnuday The Statesman

leaders in many districts.

In Murshidabad, the Congress MP, Mr
Adhir Choudhury, has reportedly told his
aides the Congress would have won 16
seats, of the 19, without an alliance with
Trinamu] Congress,

All this prompted the PCC leaders and
CC to focus primarily on the reasons

ATESHA™

§ 9 APR 220

ifgsto has a separate section on the alli-
arce, its context and rationale.

e manifesto says the anti-Left forces
hdd weakened considerably after Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee’s exit in 1998. It also says
thg Trinamul couldn’t do much without the
Cqngress in the 1998 and 1999 Lok Sabha
polls as the Congress had a significant
support base in north Bengal and Muslim-
dojninated areas.

The manifesto points out that the Con-
gress had always favoured an alliance with
Trjnamul, particularly after the 1999 Lok
Sabha polls, but couldn't give shape to it
hegause of Trinamul’s association with the
. It was oply after Miss Banerjee quit
the NDA that the Congress seriously
theught of a tie-up with Trinamul.
restingly, Trinamul MP, Mr Ajit Pan-
diatribes against Miss Banerjee at yes-

se who ushered in a “saga of misgover-
ce and stagnation in Bengal”. Corrup-
tion, lawlessness, unempleyment, deterio-
ratjon in the health and education sectors
in West Bengal have also been dealt w1ty

|
!
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' right attack
on Cong

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 17 _

WHILE THE Congress an
RJD tedayv stalled the first blsi-
ness day, after a three-week
recess, indemand for a Joint Par-
llamentary Committee probe
into the tehelka exposé, the Con-
gress came under attack from
hoth the BJP and the CPHM) for
disrupting the Parliament.

Led by Madhavrao Scindia in
the Lok Sabha and Manmohan
Singh in the Rajva Sabha, the
Congress demanded criminal
cases against all those accused in
the tehelka tapes before any dis-
cussion in the Parliament.

The Government turned
down the demand, saying It
would nat accept any condition
set by the Congress for normal
functioning of the Parliament.
The Government stuck to the

. argument it had instituted a judi-
cial inquiry, an army inquiry
and a defence ministry probe,

As Cangress and RJD members
stormed the Well of the Lok
Sabha, other Opposition parties,
particularly the Lefr, struck a dif-
ferent chord, saving they wanted
hoth Houses to resume and debate
the scandal. Sharp division in the
Opposition on floor strategy came
to the fore with the CPItM} accus-
ing the Congress of not consult-
ing the Left on its demand for a
JPC probe. “Though we are not
opposed to JPC, we want that the
guilty sltrould be prosecuted first,”
CPIM) leader Somnath Chatter-
Jjee said.

Pointing out that the CPI(M)
was not withdrawing its demand
for the Prime Minister’s resigna-
tioh, he said the Congress was
now demanding a JPC and action
against the guilty, not the Prime
Minister's resignation,

The Prime Minister also
blamed the Congress for disrupt-
ing the proceedings. saving it

was improper and againsr the
tenets of democracy.

e e e
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~Seven Cong
~ MLAs
swjoin NCP

STATESM ‘N NEWS SERVICE

KOLEKATA, April 16, - Seven
Congress MLAs, whe formed
the Save Congress Commitiee,
joined Mr Sharad Pawar’s Na-
tionalist Congress Party today.
They will fight assembly polls
with the NCP symbol, time
piece.

Welcoming them, Mr Tarig
Anwar, NCP all-India general
secretary, said the develop-
ment was in keeping with his
party’s national mission — to
keep alive the Congress ideol-
ogy and dignity. The NCP's
state election committee wiil
meet tomorrow to decide the
number of seats the party will
contest, Mr Daulat Ali, the
Diamond Harbour MLA who
joined the NCP, said they
might contest 60 seats.

The other MLAs who joined
the NCFP are Mr Anil Mudi
(Tamluk), Mr Tapas Banerjee
{Asansol), Mr Gulshan Mallik
{Panchla, Howrah), Mr Abul
Bashar Laskar (Mograhat
Westy, Mr Sudhir Bhatta-
charya (Falta) and Mr Sasan-
ka Biswas (Hanskhali}.

There was confusion over the
exact nature of the seven leg-
islators’ move. Speaking on
behalf of the seven, Mr Abul
Bashar Laskar said they were
keeping alive the Save Con-
gress Committee even after
joining tawas said they were
ceasing to he members of the
committee starting today. Mr

. Tapas Banerjee said he was
following in the footsteps of

Ms Mamata Banerjee who
had left the Congress when
the party was gagging her. He
said the people had given her
the mandate to take the step.
“If we do not get the people'’s

approval, we will go quietly

back to our party,” be said.
Mr Anwar said the people of
West Bengal were terrified

with the Left Front and wan- .

ted a change. They were look-
ing to Miss Banerjee and the
Trinamul for a change, but
her “unholy alliance” with
Mrs Sonia Gandhi had shown
that she, too, was playing the
politics of self-interest.

When pointed out that the
NCP was a partner of the
Congress in the Maharashtra
government, Mr Anwar said
there had been no pre-poll al-
liance. “The people of Maha-
rashira had voted against the
communal forces represented
by the Shiv Sena and the
BJP, and we joined hands
with the Congress to keep
them out of power,” he said.
Seven MLAs resign: Seven
MLAs, who won on Congress
tickets in 1996 but later switch-
ed over to Trinamul, today re-
signed from the Assembly. They
are Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Mr
Sougata Roy, Mr Rabin Mukher-
jee, Mr Nirmal Ghosh, Mr Ambi-
ka Banerjee, Mr.Jatu Lahiri and
Mr Tarak Banerjee. Mr Roy
said they were resigning on
moral grounds.

® More reports

o

on :
pages 3 and 4 :

o
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 16, - The
Congress today aborted all ef-
forts by the government to over-
come the impasse over the Tehel-
ka expose and allow Parliament
to function smoothly in the sec-
ond half of the budget session.
Though at the all-party
meeting convened by Speaker
Mr GMC Balayogi, the Con-
gress had agreed to allow nor-
mal parliamentary business
from tomorrow, it demanded
at the Business Advisory
Committee meeting in the
evening that action be taken
on the expose before a debate.
It demanded that legal action
be set in motion against those
named in Tehelka tapes.

The Prime Minister’s repea-
ted clarification on the reported
CBI inquiry against Mrs Sonia
Gandhi on allegations by Mr
Subramaniam Swamy failed to
satisfy Congress leaders.

I1f the morning the Left and
other Opposition parties, ex-
cluding the Congress, atten-
ded a meeting convened by
Mr Somnath Chatterjee (CPI-
M) to discuss floor strategy.

7
Tehe

They had agreed to allow nor-
mal parliamentary business
to be taken up and try to nail
the government on Tehelka,
the BP Verma case and the
stock market scam.

The Congress spokesman,
Mr Jaipal Reddy, dismissed
suggestions that his party
had rolled back its demand
for resignation of the Vajpay-
ee government on Tehelka.
The 1ssue has remained unre-
solved, he said, alleging the
government was indulging in
a whitewash through the ju-
dicial inquiry with absolutely
irrelevant terms of reference.

Mr Reddy said a JPCcould
probe Tehelka charges without
having any conflict with the ju-
dicial inquiry.

The party took a tough stand
after a three-hour meeting of
the political affairs commitice
of the CPP, presided over by
Mrs Sonia Gandhi.

On Mr Swamy’s letter, Mr
Reddy said the Prime Minis-
ter had chosen to operate at
the same level of responsibili-
ty as the Janata Party presi-
dent by passing the letter to
the CBI for appropriate ac-

for action
lka first,
debate later

‘ment was favourable to the

tion.
The RJD decided to table an

unless action was taken.

Parliamentary affairs mini
ter Mr Pramod Mahajan
the government was willi
to discuss any issue under
any rule that the Opposition
would like to take up.

The Congress shot down 4
mand, especially from Left
ties, for a 10-day break in
session from 1 May in view of
assembly polls.

The Congress supported
suggestion that the sesgion
could be extended for 10 days
beyond 11 May. The govpmn-

mand for reducing sess-lon's
duration but was not willing to
extend it beyond 11 May.

Earlier, both Houses of Par-
liament were adjourned
paying tribute to Devi Lal.

No attempt was made either
by the Primge Minister or any
of his emissary today to ¢on-
tact Mrs Sonia Gandhi.




/F/nctioning of Parliament

i MOHAN SAHAY

¢ ' STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

' NEW DELHL, April 15. ~ While

" there is unhkely to be any ob-
struction in Parliament’s func-

i tioning tomorrow which would

be dominated by obituary refer-
: ences to and resolutions on the
death of Devi Lal, the air of
. suspense could end on Tuesday
- when both Houses take up nor-
mal business.
The Congress stands isolated
. in the Opposition camp on the
! issue of allowing Parliament to
+ function smoothly following its
decision to stand by Mrs Sonia
. Gandhi against any move to in-
vestigate Mr Subramaniam
Swamy's charges against her
by the CBI.
Mrs Sonia Gandhi has depu-
- ted Dr Manmohan Singh , the
Congress leader in the Rajya
Sabha, and Mr Madhhavrao
: Scindia, the deputy leader in
- e Lok Sabha, to hold talks
 with the Prime Minister or his
representative.
:  After Dr Singh spoke yester-
. day to Mr Atal Behari Vajpay-
ez over the phone, there was no
; talks between the Congress
leaders and the Prime Minister
. or his representative today. Mr
. Vajpayee was in Lucknow dur-
u;gl the day to address an NDA

Asked if any party leader had
resumed talks with the govern-
ment, a senior Congress MP
said: “Not to my knowledge.”
The Prime Minister’s residence
staff too confirmed that Mr
Vajpayee had no meeting with
any Congress leader today,

The Prime Minister may keep
the CBI case against Mrs Sonia
Gandhi under the wraps for the
time being to buy peace with the
Congress so that the immediate
threat to Parliament's function-
ing is over, sourees said.

Till this evening, there was no
perceptible change in the Con-
greses attitude on cooveratine

(ong keeps
. govt on’
tenterhooks

with the NDA in Parliament. It
wanted the government to give a
firm assurance that there would
be no CBI probe against Mrs So-
nia Gandhi, the sources said.

The political affairs commit-
tee of the Congress is sched-
wled to meet tomorrow morning
to let its views known to the
Lok Sabha Speaker at the
meeting of the floor leaders.

Non-Congress Opposition
leaders will hold a separate
meeting with the CPI-M lead-
er, Mr Somnath Chatterjee, to
decide the floor strategy in the
Lok Sabha tomorrow before
joining the Speaker at the all-
party meeting. By and large
the consensus in the Opposi-
tion camp is against obstruct-
ing the Parliament’s proceed-
ings during the remaining
working days of the budget ses-
sion.

The Congress has linked the
Tehelka episode with that of
Mrs Sonia Gandhi facing the
possibility of coming in the CB}
net which has created a divi.
sion within the Congresa Par-
liamentary Pary.

Despite the Prime Minister's
statement that the CBI is yet
to initiate a probe against Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, some Congress
leaders close to her would like
a categorical statement from
Mr Vajpayee in Lok Sabha that
the government wor’t use the
CBI to persecute and defame
Opposition leaders. The em-
phasis would be on & general
appreach rather than on the
specific case of Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi, sources said.

Many Congress MPs ex-
pressed dismay over dilution of
the Tehelka charge by the par-
ty. The Congress leadership
has begun bargaining with the
Centre to dump the charges
against Mrs Sonia Gandhi in
lieu of the party extending its
coaperation to the government
in debating the Tehelka issie
in Parliament.
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FROM RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, April 15: The Con-
gress high command broke the
logiam in Kerala by offering
three more seats to veteran
leader K. Karunakaran in ex-
change for withdrawal of his
resignation from the working
committee.

However, Karunakaran's da-
ughter Padmaja has not been gi-
ven a ticket for the Assembly
polls. The warhorse is disin-
clined to make that a prestige
issue as he is eyeing the post of
chief in case the United Democ-
ratic Front (UDF) wins the polls.

In the faction-ridden statle
Congress, the
Karunakaran camp

arch rival A.K. Antony,
who was considered to
be a tront-runner for
chief ministership.
AICC general secre-
tary in charge of Ker-
ala Ghulam Nabi Azad §
on Sunday announced §
changes for three con-

three more seats
RS

resigned
from the CWC expregsing dissat-
isfaction over the denial of
tickets to his supporters and
Padmaja. An angry Karuna.
karan had made personal re-
marks against Sonia Gandhi,
but had later withdrawn them.

Peace in Kerala was impor-
tant for Sonia as the Congress is
being seen as the frontrunner in
the state and Assam. If the Con-
gress romps home in the two
states, she is expected to project
the victory as a mandate against
the Vajpayee regime.

In a related development, the
UDEFE's ally in Kerala, the Indian .
Union Muslim League (TUML)
thanked Sonia and
Azad for resolving the
crisis, saying it wonld
strengthen the front
and help defeat the Left
Democratic Front
(LDF).

League MP E. Ahm-
ed said it would help |
consolidate the UDF
and captare power in
the state. Ahmed, who

stituencies — Peravoot; Karunakaran  was actively involved
Vadakkekare and in bringing about rap-
Aaranmula — where A.D. prochement among different fac-

Mustafa, M.A. Chandrasekhar
and Sarala Devi will now contest
in place of Nuruddin, K.P
Dhanapalan and K. Shivadasan.
Azad said Antony had accepted
the changes on the party list.
Antony had made it clear that
in principle he was not in favour
of “opening” the list of candi-
dates, but at the same time he

_ said he would abide by the deci-

sion of the high command, Azad
said. He added that Karunaka-
ran would attend Parliament
fi'om Monday and has withdra-
wn his resignation from the
CWC, where he is a permanent
invitee.

The truce comes two days
after Azad and party treasurer
Moti Lal Vora visited Thiru-
vananthapuram to mollify

tions of the Congress in the
state, said the IUML had always
tried to strengthen secular and
democratic forces.

Karunakaran’s son, K. Mu-
raleedharan, termed the AICC
decision as “a welcome step”.
“We certainly welcome the AICC
decision. The UDF is going to
win,” he told reporters.

Karunakaran was expected
to call all sections in the Con-
gress to work for the victory of
the UDF, he said.

Vavalar Ravi, another state !
leader, said: “We accept the deci-
sion since it has come from the
AICC, We are going to regain the
lost ground in a big way in the
coming days. We will win. I
think nobody is going to create
any more problems.”
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IN DIAN Prime Minister Atal

Beliari Vajpayee’s decision to
hold a meeting with oppost-

. tion leaders on Saturday o ask

{

them 10 let Parliament function
withous disruption and to debate

the budget, will be boycotted by
the Congress.

Last month, angry opposition

. bad paralysed Parliament for eight
- straight working days demanding

Vajpayee's resignation after a sting
operation by journalistson the de-
fence establishment rocked the
coalition government,

*The government wants to get
its agenda passed and discuss the
budget,” said J P Mathur, a
spokesman for the Bharativa
Janata Party (BIP).

“We are also ready to discuss

,ong boycott shado

eeting

ver smooth passage of budget in Hopse

o~ Losd, spave me this week
my weekly Crucifixion

and wegkend Resuvvection

AN

Y

pfé’am
A Budget

the khelka (scandal) but the op-
position should not create hurdles
for Parliament. That is what the
all-party mecting is about,” he told
Reuters.

India’ssession of Parliament to
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debate the 200002 { Aprili-March)
budget starts on Mond o alfer o
three-weck recess.
Reporters from the Tntdrnet
Web  site,  www.tehelka.dom,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cong drops 15 M
Trmumul names 2 1

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 7\

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, April

- 13, — The Congress today anno-
unced the names of 52 of its 57
candidates, denying renomina-
tion to 15 sitting MLAs, and the
Trinamul issued its revised list
of 221 nominees.

The names of Trinamul's nomi-

- nees for English Bazar, Harish-
chandrapur and Iiahar seats
will be announced later. The
Congress too hasn't announced
its candidates for the seats.

Of the 294 seats in the Ass-
embly, the Trinamul and Cong-
ress candidates will contest 224
and 57. The JMM and GNLF
have been given eight and three
seats. Candidacy for twoe seats,
including Itahar, is yet to be
announced.

The Congress held back the
names of five candidates from
the list issued in New Dielhi tod-
ay. The seats are English Bazar,
Kushmandi, Harishchandrapur,
Kaliagunj and Durgapur-1.

The AICC renominated 26
MLAs, including Mr Somen
Mitra (Sealdah), Mr Atish Sinha
and Mr Abdul Mannan. Mr
Priya Ranjan Das Mu_ns}u s wife,

/ {Continued from page 1)

o ) U

Mrs Deepa Das Munshi, will
contest from Goalpokhar.

Surprisingly, the Congress list
has &8 seats, though Trinamul
has conceded only 57. The
Congress central election com-
mittee has left the five seats for
Mr ABA Ghan Khan Chow-
dhury and Mr Das Munshi to
decide.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi has nomin-
ated Mr Khan Chowdhury's
brother and sister, Mr AH Khan
Chowdhury and Mrs Rubi Noor
from Kaliachak and Sujapur,
Assembly segments of Malda
Lok Sabha constituency. His
friend, Mrs Sabitri Mitra, has
got the Araidanga seat.

Mr Asit Mazumdar, brother-in-
law of Congress MP Mr Adhir
Choudhury, has got the Naba-
gram seat.

The PCC chief, Mr Pranab Mu-
kherjee, has been marginalised,
or the party dropped many
names recommended by him.
One reason for this may be his
opposition to the deal struck
with Miss Mamata Banerjee on
her terms.- Mr ¥Kamal Nath
played a key role inn getting the
names dropped.

Mr Mukherjee had protested to

o %

lli Gandhi against Mr
Kamal ath for ignoring him at
all the meetings he had had with
Miss Banerjee in Kolkata. The
Congress chief reportedly sought
an explanation from Mr Kamal
Nath, who reacted by asking her
to relieve him of the charge of
West Bengal.

The Trinamul spckesman, Mr
Sudip Bandopadhyay, told jour-
nalists in Kolkata that Kalia-
ganj had been allotted to the
Congress and the Trinamul
would contest Kushmandi and
Durgapur-I. Mr Dilip Das, sit-
ting Trinamul MLA from Rai-
ganj, will contest from
Kushmandi.

The Trinamul shifted Mr Das
from Raiganj accopding to the
wishes of Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi. The Congress will
contest the Raiganj seat.

Mr Bandopadhyay said the
party was negotiating with Mr
Ehan Chowdhury and the
names of the candidates for the
three remaining Trinamul seats
would be announced soon. Mr
Khan Chowdhury had threat-
ened to field Congress can-
didates for all the seven seats in
Malda district unless the

BRI

Trinamul confeded the English
Bazar and Harishchandrapur
seats to him.

The Tringmul! had earlier
nominated [Mr Krishnendu
Chowdhury from English Bazar,
The Itahar |seat, which the
Trinamul had coniceded to Mr
Jainal Abedin of the Congress,
has been kep} in abeyance.

Mr Khan {Chowdhury today
gshot down Mr Kamal Nath's
proposal of talk to Miss Mamata
Banerjee to preak the deadlock
over seat gharing in Malda
district, esppcially the English
Bazar constifuency.

"Let Trigamul insist on a
dialogue with Miss Banerjee.
She's not
Gandhi is. Why should 1 talk to
Miss Banerjee?” My Khan
Chowdhury told reporters in
Maida twddy. He had already
submitted 4 list of Congress can-
didates for| Malda district and
informed Mrs Gandhi about it.

"t wonder why the high
command ig delaving the Malda
list," he shid. Upset over the
decision o the senior Congress
leaders, M1 Khan Chowdhury
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posterings.
foul about the BJI"s communal politics,
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Morecver, one needn't cry

said: "I'm trying to keep 11 seate for
the Cangress in the district.”

"Let Trinamul field 11 candidates in
Malda district if il wants to. I can't
prevent it from doing so, though that' H
amount to political suicide for the party.
Mr Chowdhury denied having offered
two seats t0 Trinamul in Malda. He had
turned down a party proposal to let
Trinamuts Mr Krishnendu Choudhury,
contest from English Bazar and shift the
sitting Congress MLA, Mr Gautam
Chakraborty, to Harishchandrapur.

Malda Congress leaders, however, said
Mr Khan Chowdhury is under pressure
from Deihi to concede English Bazar to
Trinamul in the "better interests of the
alliance”.

The Trinamul has shifted Mr Tapas
Roy from Sealdah, form where the
Congress's Mr Somen Mitra will contest.
Mr Roy will contest the Burrabazar seat.
Mr Ashok Deb, who joined the Trinamul
recently, will contest from Budge Budge
and Mr Chitta Bag, earliér nominated
for the seat, will fight from Kamarhati
in North 24-Parganas.

The Trinamul general secretary, Mr
Mukul Roy, will contest the Jagaddal
seat in North 24-Parganas. Dr Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar will coniest from
Ballygunge and Mr Arunabha Ghosh
and Partha Chatterjee from Dum Dum
and Behala West. There was
resentment in the party when Mr
Ghosh was not renominated from

Belgachia East.

Ths Coach Behar unit of the Congress
will not campaign with Trinapul, for it
has nominated "three turn-cpats” from
the Forward Blec. This has updermined
the Congress-Trinamul alliafee, Cooch
Behar Congress leaders said.,
Save Cong: The Save | Congress
Committee i exploring the [possibility
of sharing seats with the NDA and PDS.
Mr Daulat Ali, SCC chief akviser and
Congress MLA from Diamonid Harbour,
today said the committee hag got a seat-
sharing proposal from the NDA.

"Mr LK Advani's regret [during his
deposition  before the | Liberhan
Cominission shows there ha$ been some
¢hange in the BJP's rabid communal

' since the Trinamul had joined hands

with it and then tied up with the
Congress," Mr Al gaid.

The SCC thinks it needs to ally with

hoth the NDA and the PDS to cut to size
the Trinamu! and the Left Froni
Though the PDS iz allergic towards the
NDIA there's scope for the SCC striking
a deal with it, Mr Ali said.
Plea to EC: The Trinamul's general
secretary has written to the chief
election commissioner, sceking 1in-
tervention after three party workers
were kifled allegedly by CPI-M cadres at
Jagannathpur village in the Jangipu:
area of Hooghly. The wvictims wer
identified as Dayalsingha Roy

Harasingha Roy and J ainul.//
— f
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“Cong, Trinamool lists

e ——— e e —— -

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 13

THE COMNGRESS and the Eri-
namool today released their can-
didates’ list for the coming Assem-
bly pells. The Trinamool will con-
test in 224 seats, of which itnamed
221 candidates today While the
Congress will contest from 57
seats, the Trinamool will back
three GNLF and eight JMM can-
didates. :

The three seats for which the
Trinamool did not announce its
candidates today are English
Bazar, Harishchandrapur and Ita-
har.

The Trinameool list, which came
a few hours after the Congress
announced its in Delhi. reflected
that Mamata DBanerjee had
papered over the seats deal with
Priva Ranjan Das Munshi and
Adhir Chowdhury in the hours
between. But the row over English
Bazar, which comes under Ghani
Khan Chowdhury's Malda con-
stituency, remained unresolved,

“Ghani Khan Chowdhury is an
experienced politician and has
been at the forefront of the
alliance. T am sure the English
Bazar problem will be resolved,”
Trinamool MP Sudip Bandopad-
hyay said.

The Trinamceol had fielded
Krishnendu Chowdhury from the
seat and wants sitting MLA Gau-
tam Chakraborty, a Ghani loyal-
ist, to be shifted to Harishchan-
drapur, which falls under Das
Munshi’s Lok Sabha constituency.

“The candidates for English
Bazar and Harsihchandrapur will
be decided soon. But we have
given Raiganj to Priya,” Sudip
said.

The Trinamool has evidently

struck a deal with Adhir Chowd-
hury too.

Like Das Munshi, he has
retained five of the seven seats

that come under his parliamen- -~

tary constituency. If Das Munshi
sacrificed [tahar and Harsihchan-
drapur, Adhir gave away Naoda
and Bharatpur to the Trinamool.
Though the Trinamool gave
away Durgapur I, the Congress is
unable to field a candidate there
as Tapash Banerjee — sitting

" MLA from Asanscl, where the Tri-

namool has fielded a candidate —
is unwilling to shift to Durgapur L
PCC vice-president Pradip Bhat-
tacharya is keen to contest from
here, but Das Munshi wants it to
go to one his followers.

The Congress has fielded 24 sit-
ting MLAs for its 57 seats. Atish
Sinha from Kandi, Abdul Mannan
from Champdani, Somen Mitra
from Sealdah, Manas Bhuniya
from Sabong, Ghani Khan Chowd-
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hury's gister Ruby Noor from
Suzapur|and brother AH Khan

Mukeriee from
Subrata Mukherjee
from Choringhee, Saugata Roy
from Dhakuria, Pankaj Banerjee
from Toll¥gunge, Sultan Ahmed
from Entalty and Tapash Pal from
Alipur ard among the Trinamool
nominees:
Of the tWwo prominent general
sacretaried and Mamata aides,
Mukul Rovland Gaittam Basu, the
Trinamool has fielded the former
from Jagaddal while Gautamis
not contesting, As Mamata put it
“He is in my team and has to con-
duct the polls with me.
Gautam'sjname was being con-
sidered for| Ballygunge, which
finally wenjt to Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar
-

-
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, APRIL 13,
There appeats to be no end in
sight to he crisis in the Congress
in Kerala as yvet with the ball hav-
ing been thrown inte the party
high command's court.

The AICC emissaries, Mr. Ghu-
fam Nabi Azad and Mr. Motilal
Vora, who arrived here via Chen-
nai on a whistlestop tour that Jast-
ed just abour three hours, held
separate discussions wilth the se-
nior leaders, Mr. K. Karunakaran
and Mr, A K. Antony. The emis-
sarfes kept the gutcome of their
discussions under wraps, staling
that a final decision would be an-
nounced by the high command
within 24 hours. Both Mr. Karan-
arakan and Mr. Antony expressed
their views on the curieni dis-
pute, but were willing to go alang
with whatover decision the high
conunand takes.

My, Azad, shortly before leav-
ing for Delhi, told presspersons
that Mr. Karunakaran had becn
requested to withdraw his resig-
nation as permanent invitee (o
the Congiess Working Cominit-
tee. He termed the mission a suc-
cess as the issues had been soried
oul.

Mr. Karunarakan appeared (o
he dissatified with the outcome of
the taltks, Unchartacteristically
enqugh, he even refused to open
up to presspersons. The only
comment he made was that he
would respond only after having a
word with the Congress presi-
dent, Ms. Sonia Gandhi.

Mr. Antony said that he had ex-
pressed his considered views on

Kerala: beyl

By Qur Special Cotrespondent SR

In

the current issues, and that he
was optimistic about a positive
outcome. The [UML leaders, Mr.
L. Ahamed and Mr. P.K. Kunhali-
kutty, who had iaken the initiative
to bring back the warring Con-
gress factions to the negotiating
takde, also joined the discussions
to register thelr concern at the de-
bilitating effect the ongoing feud
would have on the prospects of
the UDF.

The KPCC vice-president, Mr.
K. Muraleedharan, who spoke tn
presspersons expressed optimism
about an amicable setttemnent.

The AICC representative, Mr. Motilal Vora (rig
embracing the senior party leader, Mr. K. Karuna
Thiruvananthapuram on Friday. The party ge

secretary, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, looks on.

t).
aran, in
eral

“We are sure that the decision
would not go againgt our nter-
ests,” he said.

Mr. Karunakaran i said to have
demanded the reopgning of the
list of candidates hlready an-
nounced by the high pommand
week ago by giving hig supportirs
three more seats —{ Aranmulay,
Vadakkekara and Perapoor as part
of the dea) to buy pedce. Mr. An-
tony has opposed any such reo-
pening as that would lead W a
chain of problems spread over
several districts. However, he said
he would not be a |stumbling
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high’co mand’s -€ourt

block o any formuia and any de-
cision the pary high command
might rake

The emissaries’ visit has at bost
served to save the siluation from
heading towards a deadlock. Fac-
fional tensions have been sub-
dued. down for the time being,
with Mr. Karunakaran and Mr.
Antony  reiterating  that  their
dgenda was to defeat the LDF,

‘We will sort it out’

Our New Delhi Special Corre-
spondent repotts:

Mr. Azad and Mr. Vora returned
here a satisfied lot. Mr. Azad, who
expressed the hope that the ori-
sis wauld blow over.” made it
clear that My, Karunakaran had
neither brought up the issue of his
daughter’s ticket nor for thar mat-
et did he insist on his san Mr.
Siuraleedharan's pame being an-
nounced as the KPCC president.”
He has asked for some adjust-
ment of seats and we have decid-
ed to sit together and sott it olit,”
Mr. Azad said.

Though Mr. Azad did nor give a
time-frame on when a decision
would be tiken, he is tikely to
brief Ma. Sonia Gandhi tomorrow.
He said he hatl held discussions
net just whh the Karunakaran
group but also with Mr. Antony
and he was hopeful that the UDT
would emerge stronger.

My Karunakaran, he said, was
Iikelv o take back his resignation
from the CWC and would actively
campaign for the party notj
Kerala but also in Tami
Pondicherry.




STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHUKOLKATA, April

. 10. — Senior Congress leaders

argued heatedly today before

. the Congress steering committ-

ee could finalise the 57 candi-

' dates for the West Bengal

Assembly polls as rebels in

- several districts sounded keen
" on contesting under the Save

Congress Committee's banner.
Mr Pranab Mukherjee had a

: heated argument with Mr Karmn-

al Nath and Mr Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi in Delhi over the

i+ selection. He objected to Mr Das
i Munshi presenting a new list of

chief had tabled the official list

" t0 be considered for nomination.

Matters reached a flashpoint

' when Mr Mukherjee angrily
- walked out of the meeting at
;- the AICC office and drove down
;i home to Talkatora Road. Only
o after Mr Kamal Nath and Mr
;. Oscar Fernandes persuaded

* him over the phone to return,

_ did he rejoin the deliberations.

Mr Mukherjee  said most of
sitting MLAs should be
renominated. But Mr Kamal
Nath disagreed. Some other
sentor leaders like Mrs Ambika
Soni, Mr Das Munshi and Mr
Pradeep Bhattacharya, PCC
vice-president, didn't agree with
Mr Kamal Nath but didn't
oppose him either for virtually
dictating terms o the members.

Back in the state, Mr Abul
Basar Laskar, Congress MLA
and Save Congress Committee
convener, said influential

aces
oAl

Al

NO COMPROMISE ON MALDA SEATS: GHANI

- MALDA, Apri

10. — Mr ABA Ghani Khan Chowdhury today
' refected the Trinamul's seat-adjustment plea in Malda district,

! paying: "No compromise and adjustment with the Trinramul will

take place in Malda, at least." There won't be any compromise -
' with the Trinamul in Malda,

Assembly,

English Bazar or Old Malda

The message has been conveyed to the Congress chief, Mrs
. Sonia Gandhi, he said. He described the Congress-Trinamul
' altiance as "spiritless because of the individualistic attitude of
{some of} our Congress leaders". Local Congress leaders have
threatened to stay away from election work if the state
" leadership forges an alliance with Trinamul in Malda. Mr

: Chowdbhury said: "Eleven Congress candidates will contest in -

. Malda+district and the general secretary of the AICC, Mr
. Kamal Nath, okayed my decision this morning.” — SNS

¢ eight candidates afier the PCC |

leaders of Midnapore, Cooch
Behar, South Dinajpur, North
24-Parganas and even several
city areas contacted him today.
They wanted to be included in
the SCC's list of candidates.

Mr Ajit Khanva, Midnapore
MLA, will form a similar front in
his district and contest the poll
jointly with the 8CC, Mr Laskar
said. He hadn't rebelled against
the Congress for being denied
nomination, he said.

"The party is the sole arbiter
for deciding who wiil contest
and from where. Our conten-
tion 18 that our party should
field its candidates instead of
meekly swrrendering to Miss
Mamata Banerjee's demands,”
Mr Laskar said.

The aggrieved MLA, who led
the revolt against the Congress
and floated the SCC yesterday,
said the resentment among Con-

gressmen against the alliance
with the Trinamul was justified,

It's not just a question of per-
sonal ambition being thwarted,

Mr Laskar said, For, the Cong- -

ress high command has sold out
the party to the Trinamul.

The party sheuld have got at
least 102 seats and the Trina-
i} could have contested the
rest if they "really wanted" to
overthrow the Left Front gov-
ernment. "Instead, the high co-
mmand agreed to contest only
57 seats. And it hopes to win
just 25, for in most of the other
seats the Congress has always
trailed the Left Front by at
least 40,000 votes," he said.

The SCC will chalk out its
strategy and prepare a list of
its probable candidates at a
meeting tomorrow. It will try to
convince Mrs Sonia Gandhi to
"see reason” and honour the

ﬂﬁs‘ﬂﬂw
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ong gets list in Delhi,
S

plit in state

sentiments of the party's rank
and file who "have for the past
two years turned down offers
from the Trinamul to join it."
In Delhi, choosing 57
candidates created serious
divisions among state Congress
leaders, vying to push their
nominees. Mr Mukherjee said
Mr Kamal Nath was trying to
hijack the- entire PCC by
bulldozing state leaders to
mlease Miss Mamata Raneviee.
The othar major differance was
ver the choice or 11 candidates
or the seats the Trinamul
¢pared the Congress at the last

teportedly figures in the st
Of the 57 nominees chosen
tbday, four are women, seven

Srhaduled Tribes, 16 are from
the minorities and the rest
pm general category, Mr
fukherjee told reporters at the
end of the meeting tonight.

The final list will he
arinounced after the central
elgction committee of the party
mdets tomorrow, There are two
najnes for five constituencies:
Drgapur 1. Kashmandi, Bally,
Rahiganj and Tarakeswar.

nathul candidate for Diamond

hostile party workers this eve-
ing while campaigning near Ra-

Congress MLA from Diamond
in fayour of Sheikh Ali

pmoment. Mr Das Munshi's wife

ake from Scheduled Castes and -

mamul candidate: The Tri- -

[
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“"Karunakaran snubs Soni-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
April 9. — Mr K Karunakaran
who resigned from the
Congress Working Committee
as a special invitee aver seat
division in Kerala is defiant
and unrelenting.

He has rejected a high
command bid to send Ms
Ambika Soni as an emissary to
sort out the Kerala issue. He is
giving no clues on his next
move either.

His loyalists have apnounced
rebel candidates and are
making matters worse - orie of
the popular candidates whao
was denied a ticket, Mr Cher-
ian Philip, announced his
candidature from Puthuppally
agamst senior Congress leader,

Sonia’s woes mcye

Mr Oommen Chandy, that too
with the support of the Left.

The AICC general secretary,
Mr Gulam Nabi Azad’s
statement yesterday that the
list of 88 candidates announced
in Delhi would not be reviewed
has made the Karunakaran
camp more adamant. They are
unwilling to meet leaders of
Antony group and are husy
listing out their options.

A few loyalists led a
procession against Mr Azad
and burnt his effigy. “ Let them
learn it the hard way,” Mr
Karunakaran said dismissing
reports that his anger was
merely because of denial of
licket to his daughter. “My
loyalists who far outnumber
the other groups have been

1nsulted and this has to be

rectified”.

Mr Karunakaran has sent a
message to Delhi to make it
clear that Ms Ambika Soni's

mission would serve no
purpose.

Tt is learnt that he would
rather have Mr  Oscar

Fernandes coming down to
settle the dust. There were arr-
angements to protest against
Ms Soni’s arrival today even at
the Thiruvananthapuram air-
port.

The Karunakaran loyalists
are in a real bad mood. Some of
them are making statements
against the Antony nominees.
No selected Congress nominee
from either side is in a position
to start his campaign whereas
the Left candidates have taken
a b1g lead in most of the

S f‘

ase m )¢ erala

constituepcies as far as

campaigning is concerned.
The Cgngress allies are in
touch with both groups,

seeking &n early end to the
crisis. They are impressing
upon thgse leaders that this
impasse might cost the party
dear.

Not tHat Mr Karunakaran
and Mr Antony are not aware
of it. But they have taken
extreme Stands.

Mr Khrunakaran feels he
has not|been given his due
and the| Antony group feels
that he| has been appeased
bhevond lhimits.

The Lgft camp, however, is
jubilant.[This is what they were
looking | for after pre-pall
surveys | gave a comfortable
lead to the Congress 1ed UDF

fr K Karunakaran

Assam

CL MANDJ & MOHAN SAHAY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 9. - Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi is facing an unfamiliar sitwation in
her durbar while dealing with the Ker-
ala front, where the rebellious Karuna-
karan camp has virtually told the cen-
tral leaders to keep off from campaign-
ing on their home turf.

The Congress president reportedly
now finds none of her trouble-shooters
keen, or brave enough, to visit the
state where the effigy of Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad was burnt last evening.

After the humiliating experience- of
Mr Karunakaran refusing to enter-
tain many telephone calls made from
the 10 Janpath camp yesterday, the
Congress president has now opted for
track-I1 diplomacy, through some of
the UDF allies.

Sources said Mrs Gandhi is seeking
the services of the Indian Union Mus-
lim League leaders and Kerala Con-
gress (Mani) group to open a back-
door line of communication with the

regional satrap.

Incidentally many o the UDF alhes
have conveved their comcern about
the “deteriorating situation in the
state Congress and its consequences
on the electoral fortunes of the UDF”,
They have reportedly conveyed their
“impatience” in the delay of the Con-
gress leadership to declare a cease-
fire in the war between the Karuna-
karan and the Anteny groups.

An AICC general secretary, who
tried to sound tough vesterday, today
kept away from the press. Meanwhile,
Mrs Ambika Soni, who was to visit
Kerala on a peace-mission failed to
take off today for the ‘danger zone'.

When contacted by The Statesman,
Mrs Soni said: “I had no plan to visit,
nor have [ been asked to visit, Kerala.
I don't know what is happening.” All
that she said about Kerala is that
“Karunakaranji is a senior leader and
I hope things will be sorted out”.
Many say that ‘the lack of interest’ of
many Sonia irouble shooters to fly
down to Kerala is justifiable’ given

ﬂﬂ.ﬂw

the v
a coupl

who was sent to paci
karan was allegedly
his supporters.

When asked whether [the leadership
finds the party general pecretaries not
brave enough to ventute out to Kera-
la, an evasive gpokesmjan, Mr Anand
Sharama, said: “It's no{ true to say so.
We are hoping to find ap amicable sol-
ution. After all Karunakaranji is a se-
nior Congress leader ajnd we are sure
he will not do any thing to harm the
interest of the party. We are in con-
tact with Kerala” Hd, however, did
not say that the ‘conkact’ so far, is
through ‘channel-2’ ang the high com-
mand coming up front|depends on the
feedback’. Mr Sharmyg also remained
evasive on the possibility of a ‘relook’
at Kerala candidates Jjst.

In the past it was hepvyweights like
Mr G K Moopangr,
succeeded in taming

er whenever he was on war-path. Mrs
Gandhi is reportedly on the lookout
for some heavyweights, like Mr Vijay
Bhaskara Reddy and Mr M L Fotedar,
even while trying to inject some ‘cour-
age’ to her coterie members to make &
trip to Kerala.

Meanwhile, the Congress, which was
billed to wrest power-from the AGP in
Assam may not find the going easy in
the state, according io some senior
party leaders. The party’s problem in
Assam is not from its rank or leaders,
as in Kerala, but from the third froni
which is emerging as the rallying
force of some smaller parties and
groups in the state.

The emerging scene in Assam prom-
ises a triangular contest even if the
BJP and the AGP join hands.

Mr S Jaipal Reddy, the AICC office
bearer, said that an alliance between
the BJP and the AGPF would benefit
the Congress by default. The pariy’s
assessment is based on serous opposi-
tion to the alliance by the active party
workers of the BJP and the AGP.

~
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KOLEKATA, April 9. - Resentment and re-
volt over denial of nomination for the As-
sembly polls are spreading in the Con-
gress.

Two MLAs from Suti and Jangipur teday
quit the party and said they would contest
as Independents. Several of the two MLA-
s’ colleagues too have resolved to follow in
their footsteps.

Three other Congress MLAs — Mr Abdul
Basar Laskar, Mr Daulat Ali and Mr Sud-

hir Bhattacharya - several leaders and’

workers of South 24-Parganas today floa-
ted the Save Congress Committee, which
will field 25 candidates in the district. The
Ycommittee was formed at a meeting at the
MLAs’ Hostel in the city. Mr Anil Biswas,
CPI-M state secretary, said: “Who will
save the Congress now after Mrs Sonia
Gandhi herself has tolled its death knell?”
Wrangling in the Congress over nomina-

tions is nothing new. But this time things
are far more complicated, for many aspir-
ing candidates believe the Congress-Trina-
mul alliance is nothing but an “abject sur-
render by a national party to a regional
party”.

It's a disgrace that the PCC chief, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, and leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly, Mr Atish Sinha,
are in Delhi to get just 57 candidates nom-
inated after Congress central selection
committee had cleared 294 seats.

The SCC’s main complaint is that the par-
ty's central leadership has punished the
most lgyal of partymen, who never thought
of joining the Trinamul. The disgruntled
Congressmen have been encouraged by the
tough stand taken by stalwarts, Mr ABA
Ghani Khan Chowdhury, Mr Priya Ranjan
Das Munshi and Mr Adhir Choudhury.

Mr Khan Chowdhury still says he won't con-
cede English Bazar and Old Malda to the Tri-
namul, The CMC mayor, Mr Subrata Mu-

"day demanding

kherjee, and
lish Bazar,
couldn’t make

tate ongress faces r volt -

ul candidate from Eng-
ishnendu Choudhury,

Im change his stand.

Mr Das Munshi is angry, for none of his
nominees in North Dinajpur figures on the

candidates’ list
qued hecause th
n't agree to his
a single seat to
Mr Choudhury
turning MursH
strenghold. Anj
design will prd
the party and th

¢ attempt to frustrate his
tve counter-productive for
)e alliance.

Mr Adhir Choudhury is pi-
a party high command did-
suggestion of not allatting |
Trinamul in Murshidabad. -
has played a key role.in |
idabad into a Congress ;

Some Trinamull supporters demonstrated
outside Miss Mdmata Banerjee’s house to-

candidate be replaced by a local leader.

Mr Habibur

from Jangipur thr the past 25 years, and

Mohammed Sohrab, Suti MLA, today |
decided to conftest the pell as Inde-
pendents, SNS

ds from Behrampore.

that the Ranaghat East

Rahman, Congress MLA



Cong. fir
Karunakaran

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. The Congress
leadership today indicated it was
unfikely 1o accept Mr. K. Karunak-
aran’'s resignation from the Con-
gress Working Commitree. “He is

one of the seniormast leaders of

the party and for some reason he
is wnhappy ar the moment, but
there is no question of accepting
his resignation,” said the party
general in-charge of Kerala, Mr.
Ghulam Nabi Azad.

This view was also echoed by
other senior leaders, including
Mr. Oscar Fernandes and Mr, Mo-
tilal Vora. Despite Mr. Karunak-
aran’s shotgun reaction the
leadership should allow things to
setile down before it made its
move, was the feeling.

The party is also laking an in-
dulgent view of Mr. Karunaka-
ran’s utterances and would like to
ensure that nothing is said or
done to provoke him further. "We
understand that he is angry, but
he is a Congressman of great
standing and will never do any-
thing that will harm the party's in-
terests,” said Mr. Azad.

The leadership is also clear that
while it will do nothing to provoke
him it will also not go bevond a
paint in trying to please him. It
appears highly unlikely that the
tist of candidates will be altered (o
accommodate Ms. Padmaja Ven-
ugopal,  Mr.  Karunakaran's
daughter. Senior party leaders
here said the list had been pre-
pared in consultation with all
members of the CEC and could
not be changed arbitrarily.

The Central leadership feels it
has already hent over backwards,
on nuwmergus occasions to ac-
commaodare Mr., Karunakaran's
demands, and it must draw a ling
somewhere. It may encourage
others also to make unreasonable
demands, was the reasoning. Ac-

cording to party sources, thgugh
Mr. Karunakaran lost the Lok Rab-
ha elections in 19496, he demand-
ed and was given a Rajya Sghha
seal the next year. During|the
1998 Lok Sabha polls. with pver
five years of his Rajva Sabha tbrm
left, he forced the party to give
him a ticket. The party tried to
convince him  against it ag it
would mean giving up the Ryjva
Sabha seat 1o the Leftists, but M.
Karunakaran rcfused tn see fea-
S0,

In 1999 oo the party weni put
of its way to accommodate Him

Patch-up

[
NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. The
Congress high command !
tonight deputed, Ms. Ambikg
Soni, a confidante of the ‘
party president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, to pacify Mr. K.
Karunakaran who quit the
CWC on Saturday.

Ms. Soni, AICC general '
secretary, is likely to leave
for Thirvananthapuram }
tomorrow for talks with Mr. .

Karunakaran to sort out
differences with him, party
sources here said. — PTI

[ St

and gave him and his son, Mf
Muraleedharan, a Lok Sabha tick-
et, though it meant shifting twp
sitting MPs from their seats. Mf.
Karunakaran forced the leaden-
ship to dissolve the Kerala Youtl
Congress unit headed by a persop
belonging tw a rival group. The
Congress not only appointed hi
son the lone vice-president of thd
party, it also promised to makg
him the KPCC chief after thg
polls. The decision not to projec
Mr. A, K. Antony as the chief minl
isterial candidate was also takeny
to satisfy Mr. Karunakaran, say
party leaders.

ut hopes
il relen\t/

The upshot of all this is that the
leadership is no longer inclined to
give in to his unreasonable de-
mands, Senjor leaders herc he- *
lieve good sense will eventually
prevail and Mr, Karunakaran will -
live up to his promise of not deing
anyihing tsat will harm the inter-
ests of the UBE and pave the way
for the retizry of the LDE

Muraleedharan
defiant

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, APRIL 8. The '
Karupakaran faction in  the !
sroup-ridden Kerala Congress to-
day said it would not scek the
high command’s intervention to
resolve the crisis in the State unit
following the resignation of the
senior leader, Mr. K. Karunaka-
ran, as a permanent invitee to the
Congress Working Committee
over the selection of candidates
for the May 10 Assembly polls.

“We are nor going to heg lhe
Central leadership’s intervention
to solve the problems. So far, no
Central leader has contacted us,”
the KPCC vice-president and Mr,
Karunakaran's son, Mr. K. Mura- |
leedharan, MP, said. “We are go- |
ing to wait and watch. We have
entrusted Mr. Karunakaran to
Llake suitable decisions in the pre-
vailing scenario,”

“What shall we do if we a
stabbed in the back? We are not
responsible for the present situa-
tion,”” Mr. Muraleedharan said to
a question whether precipitating
issues on the eve of the elections
would harm the prospects of the
United Democratic Front.

He said no decision had been
taken on supporting the rebel
leader, Mr. Cherivan Philip, in the |
Puthupally seat where hc had |
jumped into the fray as an inde- W
pendent against the senior party

leader, Mr. Oomen Chandy. — |
PTI /ﬂ ;
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Karnataka Con

Iress

chief forced to quit

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BANGALORE, April 7. — The Karnata-

today on charges of corruption follewing
pressure from the high command.

His resignation, or sacrifice as his sup-
porters claim, came after a paper today
published photographs from a video
showing Mr Koujalgi accepting what ap-
peared to be cash. His detraclors say he
was clearly seen taking a bribe though
the newspaper photographs are quite
hazy.

The charge against Mr Koujalgi is that
- he had taken Rs 20,000 as bribe from
one Anil Kadam to help him get con-
tracts in the Belgaum zilla parishad dur-
ing 1998-99. His action was allegedly
filmed by Mr Kadam.

Later, a complaint was also filed with
the lokayukta.

The KPCC chief's resignation came
minutes after he staunchly defended
himself before reporters this afternoon.
He had said he was not guilty and would
abide by the party high command’s deci-
sion.

“If I find that the party has been em-
. barrassed by me, I'll not hesitate to re-
sign. However, my party leader has not

asked me to do so,” he had said.

Immediately after the controversy ;

erupted on b April, he airdashed to New

' Delhi to explain his position to Mrs So- |, -
nia Gandhi. The chief minister, Mr SM = °

Krishna, had himself gone out of his way
to defend Mr Koujalgi.
- This approach of the Congress was ex-
ploited to the hilt by the BJP and its al-
lies during the Prime Minister’s rally on
the same day here. They hit back at the
Congress for accusing the NDA govern-
ment of being corrupt while ignoring the
developments in-its own backyard.

ﬁ--A« -

, ka Pradesh Congress Committee presi- |
. dent, Mr V Koujalgi, was forced to resign

SM Knshna. Tehelka in hzs backyard

The ex-KPCC chief had been appoin-
ted with Mr Krishna's help. While no
COngre s leader here is-willing to go on
too willing to ex-
e for Mr Koujalgi in
already had an inkling

o R T Y

- that

he would be shown the door, not-
withktanding his bravado at the press
meet today.

THeir argument was that he has em-

| barrfissed the party, high command and -

his Qenefactor, Mr Krishna. |
Omly last month, he was on the dais
with{ Mrs Gandhi during the party’s ple-
nary session here when she was attack-
ing he Centre on the Tehelka issue.

The sources added that party leaders
had |been pressuring him to quit after
the ¢harges came to light.

Byt he had managed te stall the issue
by fleading innocence and saying that
he Was heing framed. What settled the
issug was the photographs in today’s pa-
per.

The ex-KPCC chief, however, contin-
ued to repeat that there was a conspira-
ey against him, nol only by the BJP but |
also|his detractors in the Congress, He .
added that his case was already before |
the lokayukta whose verdict should be

i awajted.

He even addressed a letter to the lo-

kayfkta this morning, referring to the
newppaper reports. “As you are aware,
the | complaint with the lokayukta
against me is pending with you since Qc-

i tobar 1998, After witnessing the alleged

evidence in the tape in your custedy, [
have given my written answer on the
chapges.”

He further claimed that following the

Tehplka controversy and the ensuing na- |

tionpl crisis, certain forces in the state
and|country were trying to tarnish his
image.

“Iq view of these unsubstantiated alle-
gatipns which have been used to politi-
cally embarrass me, my party and gov- -
ernment, I request you to expedite the -
inquiry so that unnecessary specula- !

tionfs and prepaganda fame me is
stoyjped.”
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH, APRIL 7. The Karnaiaka
Pradesh  Congress  Commnirtee
president, Mr. V. 5. Koujalgl, ac-
cused of accepting bribe from &
vouth for a contract and allegedly
videographed during the act, to-
day put in his papers from the
post. Mr. Koujalgi's resignation
was announced by the AlCC gen-
eral secretary, Ms. Ajohika Soni,
here this evening, a day after the
KPUC chief had called on the
AICC Jeaders here,

Mr. Koujalgi, in his resignation
fetter to the party president, Mas.
Sonia Gandhi, claimed that the
charges were "'false and haseless”
and vowed to fight to clear his
name in the case, now with the
Lok Ayukia. He said he took the
decision keeping in view the sen-
timents expressed by Ms. Gandhi
during her address at the Banga-
lore plenary last month,

Expressing confidence that he
would be cleared of the charges
levelled against him, he said the
Lok Ayukta wouwld submit its re-

< Karnataka Cong.
~"‘chief steps down

port soon. The timing of the 1998
incident coming to light now,
made the Congress raise doub
about the manner in which it ha
been bighlighted around the tim
the NDA held a rally ar Bangalor
in the wake of the Tehelka expose
in addition, it questioned the rim
ing of the CBI case against the
Congress president’s secretary,
My, Vincent George, and the 1991
petrol purnp allotment to his wite,
wondering whether these were
the NDA Government's “coun-
ter” to the Tehelka expose.

Ms. Ambika Soni sought to hit
back ar the BIP wanting to know
why it bad not yet filed a case
against its former president, Mr.
Bangaru  Laxman, had been
“caught red-handed” accepting
money.

She said the attitude of the BJP-
led Government in filing cases
apgainst ordinary people and insti-
tuting a commission of {nguiry

when its senior leaders were in- --

volved was improper,
To abide by party decision Page 8
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By Our Special Correspondent
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, APRIL 7. Thie

- senior Congressily leader, Mr. X,

Karunakaran, today announced
his resignation as permanent in-

. vitee ta the party working commit-
- tee expressing disgust at the wav

he and his supporters were given

: the short shrift in distribution of

)

v

ticket for the Assemblyv elections.
Al a press canference at his Thi-

. ruvananthapuram residence, he

sougit to give a new turn to his

" jussle with the Congress Working

Committee (CWC) member and
Oppositon Leader in the Assemb-
bv, Mr. AK Antony, by declaring

. that the latrer becoming the Chief
-+ Minister was not a closed matter.

Mr. Karunakaran did not con-
ceal his resentmoent at the feadei-
ship’s decision to deny ricket to his
daughrer, Ms. Padmaja, and other
supporters and termed it an insult
to him.

The Congress leader said he
thought it futile to coatinue in
theCWC, more so because he felt
the leadership had lost confidence
in him. His ire was mainly directed
at Mr. Antany, who was ‘respar-
sible’ for Ms. Padmaja losing out in
the race. He alleged that the denial
of ricket to his supporiers was
planned and there were times
when he even felt that Mr. Antony
i out names he proposed.

Mr. Karunakaran did not reveal
his strategy, which would be final-
iwed after discussions with his coi-
teagues, but he indicated his
supporters would not ‘remaln si-
lent’.

“We would do whatever we can
to ensure that the UDF doos not
lose the election. We can't think of
permitting the LDF to come to

power again. But the perception
that Mr. Anfony would become
Chiefl Minister, if the DT were o
win, §s wrong and it is for the new
MLAs to elect a new leader. We
don't intend to unseat the 1LIF just
to imstall a Chief Minister who
would perform worse than the in-
cumbent, My, LXK Navanar. Mi.
Antony is rehaving in a bighhand-
ed manner becanse he knows that
the party is my weakness and he is
capitalising on it. In any case, |
cannet be held responsible if my
supporters were to react in a re-
friputive manner,”” he said.

When pointed out that his

‘An internal matter’: Page 8

daughter's name did not fignre
during candidate selection, Mr.
Karunakaran said, “the onus was
on Mr. Antony to sponsot her
name. Being the future ieader of
the party, it was for him to act in
an impartial way. Besides, he had
no gualms in promoting his close
aides tike Mr. M.M. Hassan."

Mr. Karunakaran took exception
to the enforcement of AICC norms
for selecting his nominees, while
giving the benefit of factional con-
siderations to Mr. Antony's sup-
pariers. The party hud decided to
give preference to women, but one
of his nominees for the Aranmula
seat was denied a ticker It had
promised to give a break to youth,
but in Kottayvam, it had nominated
a “voung lady” who was a grand-
mother. Four of his DCC presi-
dents were denied tickets.

The Congress leader Hsted the
number of seats he had been not
allotted and said he had even heen
denied the privilege of nominating
candidates in his own consrituen-

WG

to AICC norims, in re-
ion, he said: " You will

cy accordit
ply taa que
not get Kay
in Kerala",

Throughopit the press confer-

akaran do a Mamata .

Q- Pl

ence, My, Khrunakaran {ook care .

ot to launch an attack on the high
command orthe Congressil) pres-
ident, Ms. Sonia Gandhi. At one
point, he wis willing to explain
how the maedia misquoted his
statements. Oh a few occasions, he
trained his gins on party leader,
Mr. Vayalar Ravi, who had op-

posed Ms, Padmaja's candidature |
but had no gialms in promaoting

his wife's nomlination. Mr, Karu-
nakaran denied] he had tried 1o in-
fluence Ms. (Jandhi's office to
advance Ms. Palimaja’s name. She
had staked a dlaim in hor own
right, on the stiength of the sup-

port of the people of Cha)a.}(k%'
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ﬂccomm&dﬁin
big hurdle

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLEKATA, April 6. - The issue
of how to accommodate 18 sit-
ting MLAs continues to dog the
Congress in its efforts to give a
final shape to the alliance with
the Trinamul.

Mr Kamal Nath is scheduled
to hold a fresh round of discus-
sions with Pradesh Congress

Committee leaders, especially

He is also in no mood to “sacri-
fice” his loyalists from Malda.
his own Lok Sabha constituen-
cy for many vears,

“The hurdle {accommodating
the MLAs) has to be crossed to
make the alliance really work.
But time is running out as a
solution is eluding us,” PCC
sources said. PCC leaders want
Miss Mamala Banerjee to be “a
little hit more flexibie”.

Mr ABA Ghani Khan Choudhu- “It’s only natural that Mr Khan
ry, after his arrival in the city Choudhury will ingist on field-
tonight. ing his candidates in the Eng-
Mr ABA Ghani Khan Choud- HleR ey . e lishbazar and Old Malda seats,”
hury, who was once spearhead- Mr Ghani Khan Choudhury Mr Kamal Nath tl;f};ii}lldé stuation. a fi

" ing the move for the “mahajot”, B
comprising the Congress, Trin- ance issue. tween Trinmaul Congress/chief contest in most of th seats
maul and BJP, now seems to He is hurt b¥ the way he was Miss Mamata Banerjeg phd may be the only 7 out of the

ive turned hostile to the alli- kept awgy” from the talks be- Nath. N N impasse.
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‘No power sharing with PMK: C

* By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELM), APRIL 3. The Congress
today reiterated thar it would
not be part of any power-
sharing arrangement with the
PMX in Pondicherry,

“Our political reservations
about the PMK continue, we
will not be part of any power-
sharing arrangement with them
in Pondicherry,” said ihe
spokesperson, Mr. S. Jaipal
Reddy. 4 | 43 My

The asdettidn on the PMK
issue is a iddication that the
party has decided to put a stop
to the flip-flops which marked
its approach so far, All
indications are that the party,
despite pressure from certain
quarters, is likely to stick to its
stand of delinking the issue of
the ailiance in Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry.

“The situation in the two
areas is qualitatively different,”
said Mr. Reddy. The Congress
appears confident its relations

with the AITADMK would
remain unaffected.

“The AJADMX chiet has also
said that the arrangements in
the two places will be
different,” said the Congress
spokesman. Today’s
clarification is also a belated
attempt ta clear the confusion
on the issue created by
different statements emanating
from within the Congress.

In fact, the discordant voices
emanating from both Chennai
and Pondicherry and Ms.
Jayalalitha’s assertion that she
would iike to contest most of
the seats in Pondicherry has
forced the Congress to
summon a meeting of its
leaders in the capital.

The Pondicherry PCC chief,
Mr. V. Narayanswamy, arrived
earlier in the day, while the
Chief Minister, Mr. P,
Shanmugham, and the lone
Lok Sabha member, Mr. M, O.
H. Farooq, are expected later

‘clear some of the confusion q

ng.

tonight. The trio hlong with the

formulate a cogent strategy for
the party specially in light of
Ms. Javalalitha's [statement, and

abouat the party's stand.

The central leadership
appears conceryled aver the
considerable dafnage to its
image on the PMK issue.

position made
clear. “We are
accommodate the AIADMK as
much as possi
cannot be any |truck with the

PMK, that mugh is clear,” say

sources close fo the leadership.
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State Congress
smarts under

poll deal blow

Arindam Sarkayr
Kotkata, April 3

11

PRADESH Q.()N(JRESS fpaders.
upset with the central leader-
ship's compromise with Mamata
Banerjee, fear that vesterday's
agreement marks the beginning
of the end for their party in the
State.

Somen Mitra. who has been
allowed to retain his Sealdah seat
after all, said: “Mamata Banerjee
has already poached on our
MLAS and now she is going to
dictate  our partv’s modus
operandi in the elections. The
decision has campieteh demory-
alised our orgatisation. shocked
our workers, It is now to be seen
whether the party will be able to
maintain its independent identi-
tyv or fall in line with Mamata
over everything.”

An angry Mitra is helieved to
have told PCC president Pranab
Mukherjee that he did not want
Lo be involved in the elections. At
one point. he had threatened not
tn contest unless all Congress
MlLAs were given tickets.

The PCC chief himself has
apologised to pariy workers for
not heing able to get more seats
for the party. The decision, he
said, was Sonia Gandhi's, but he

was ready to resign it they
thought it was his fault.
PCC vice-president Pradip

Bhuttacharya sald., “We still
don’t know exactly how many
seats we've been given, and
which ones. Some say 36, some
57. Mamata is still undecided
about 18 of our MLAs, and we
don't know how many of them
will be aliowed to contest.”

Mamata Banerjee is believed
to be finalising the list with
Sudip Bandopadhyay’s help; she
will announce it after April 6.

In Kolkata, she is learnt to
have spared Sealdah (where
Somen is MLA) and Kabitirtha
{where Ram Pyare Ram is MLA}Y
for the Congress.

She has granted the Congress
only one seat in North 24-Par-
ganas, two seats in South 24-Par-
SANAS.

The Congress seems to have
got a better deal in North Bengal:
12 nut of 19 seats in Murshid-
abad, nine out of 11 seats in
Malda,

In Nadia, Hooghly, Birbhum
and Burdwan, it gets two each,
and three in Midnapore. In
Bankura, Purulia and Howrah,
Mamata has given the Ccmg,ress

b

Of the 18 seats Mamata js
undecided about, six|may go to
the Congress, This wpuld mean
32 to 35 “winning sedts” for the
Congress at the most.

AICC general secrefary Kama)
~Nath, however, said: I'She is giv-
ing us 38 winning septs. Can we
complain after that?"

State Congress leaflers seemed
skeptical. Pranab [Mukherjee
avoided the subject. saying “I
don’t know anvthing as L am not
involved in the talks]”

Congress leade complain
that ABA Ghani an Chowd-
hury. Adhir Choydhury and
Priva Ranjan Das Munshi have
wangled seats for ML.As loval to
them in North Bengal, through o
clandestine arranpement with
the Trinamoocl. “But the Con-
gress organisatiog in North 24
Parganas, South 24{Parganas and
in the city propey will be com-
pletely wiped out. Having no rep-
resentation from|the party in
those Assembly sgats, the work-
ers are bound to Jeave the Con-
gress and join efither the Tri-
pamool or the BJE” Somen sawd.

Trinamool insjders were also
unhappy with fhe agreement
with the Congresg. “We have lost
our unigque selfing point. All
along we campaigned that we are
the original Congress because we
fight uncomprorhisingly against
the CPI{M). and|that the PCC is
CP1OM)'s B-team| Now the A team
and B weam huye merged. Oniy
the Muslims arg bappy because
Mamata has leftfthe BJB™ an aide
of the Trinamop! chief said.

Mamata is ayare of this, but
belicves therd was na other
option. A fourfornered contest
would just not qo. It is because of
this that she ghot down Kamal
Nath's proposal of “friendly con-
test™ in some seats The Left, she
thinks, should be given a unite
fight.

B P e ——
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one seat each o dkvuliaa

j"; "h‘i\

& s ;



b
L
L

—r—e

« TEBUR WOy SIS Sy
~I1LE 911 FUSNO JO JUIPLFUND dae
3 MON -2apadsaad 181 oy 1q
91830309]0 Y} 0] HERSSIW B pUss
His STH, "Eeueiy Yy aouer]
-[¢ ue 38707 01 JGR Udsq aary
am e e jey Addey At axe
IM,, PIES IlI3YNIY ‘pasunocn
-ue sem Jord aqy a9y

BATRYIE R prinmy
J3pEdY 04 PlEs  peipuip
SEM [EID IRIS-IRIS ) Jage
UL BULanod poaiie)s s3oLnstp oy
10X sI33edq IO JO Joqiunu
EIE] Y, JUSWIUNOUUE 9Y)
10JJ8 J9AD S ASTIQ PAWIIIS K| Uap
-PNs ‘HOO] PalIgse] B 3a0Mm HooL
2T 11 YoM ‘20110 304 a4

sdepo prure Joo

‘asned
-de o3 ayoaq SI0Iom [
~BULLY, ‘Apei SEa JUMUIOUROUTY
TRULIOY 21)) S U0OS SV XI5 SR
SR ¥ popud Fulosw o,
DU PrEs |, $80a5007) Ay
UM Affe PINOYS [MUrmj, a1y}
JBY) (BANIRY ATUO UL IS0 AR
ye 3oed aye; 0) IDURTHE M) Juem
M., PaRRe g WezIN 10 L4Go] Jooy
PUnord ayy e paragied ‘proj
$5ATFNO0) a3 Ul 213M JIUG DYM
'SINIOM [ITRULL], Poapuog (I
-Aus ‘prards Sunoo oyl Jo paom
SV ‘md Gy'f PUNCIE UBHEIG Om)
S} Uoamlag ou0-01-300 Jy ],
*LSHIWATISUOD LG Yy JTR,,
ui S#RpIpURI Piot) 01 9adf sem

SSALSU0] M) ‘SJeus §7 1§15
000 | A[pUoLY,, Furaey JO pra)s
-l jeqy fuRiguiod wiy piog
LS TDYAM S3UD0FT [0 S BIRITTA
JOO)ISE] B Ry ien Arpidsa g
TIRIS T UL Si%0)
0D A1puatly,, davy o) [esodoad
S0 Y Pl wypunzy 10w
WHRIET) 01 YIeN DUay 0] Papioop
pires) BIIOG 18I0 8130070
"LJUDUIDINE JO pary
£wad aidsap,, fjeo s CInWE
0 puodsal Jou pip pue ssarduoe)
A3 Aq N s pry sa01vsiEag ayy
Hughes  paed AJeAol,, ayg padegd
Ospe dygsaapRIH 0y 04T, "SINSaN
[fod AjQIIassy AR T 341 10 pasey
A PINOYS WO130AAS RINPUR

1Y) poIsINUL sSIBu0g Sy,
“SIEOd BGES Hory 3T oyl ju SIS
38 B AY BUI6E ‘un) s1y] Speds
PALEANU0D A} Wm0} pooupd
-133334],, alam sayepipued Ajaed
04 se ST BUINLS $Z1sua) e
Jueuw g JSULRER sem ejem
“RTAL Y SIROS AHOW L a6] S50
[AURULL), o1yl paey uied
~BRa 0y iRy pasian pey sy
HUNMS e 30 GOURUIWIOUGD
POJURA OUM ‘SJIapeal ssoaduo:)

PTES so1pvd Yoy UL s1apisi]
HIROS GO SPBNE0D 0]
Apral sem [IREULLY, 1) 8405104
-ad ploy Ledgprdopurg ‘porie)s
SHITY DL QIOTOL RIRIEY YIim
S8 JO PUNOS Y5ad] B .10f adepeq

=i

501 sowoo Afrturey

THEZIA O] I3UET AALT-IDA}ES 8,09
-peAT $5243U00) SU) Uy e paLl
-ethiueaoe pue wd gy'g punoar
P laL AvAyprdopuey
pIes
2y Jluesm as Jeym ST aoUer e ue
NG padIdsues) M MOy 3 uop
1., 'ATESSIUS $ EYRIIEIA] pUR RN
Udamag U3l 91 3 puasoad
30U sBa AL 1R IRD0 11 apeud 1hyg
wid £ punoge 1397 2L1oy Uy
‘oorrod
snotords ayy SMpmoad siagoed
-aa PIO} eN | uuasisiineiae ue
spresmo} Suiued Afjenpead axe
I, IR INoy-ue-Ipey 139] o4
‘Pralrge Avdypedopireyg dipng
JiU IMUPULLf pue  Aressiua

seyewme ‘wd oF7 punoxy
BOUIPISAL 182G§ NOSINQAY 'F
SIQ 3B WsSun gy seqf ueluey edug
dIA PUE BYUIS Ushy Y apral Ared
FADR[SISO] 0lRYYN qBURLY
JU2 jfun aels s sppnyg
B O yUom PUre fuitiyoiu Sy A1
01{} PR [EFU0g JO ofTEYD UL

Alw1a4088 Jerauad DOy Ul
‘SaPLS Y104 Aq Sunned
-1edq ey Jo sAep Jayye Sinuoso
SH{1 [eap arer]s-Jeas @ pojeass [eN
ICWEY puv salloueyg viemwep]
5B paJadfy pur paddefd saoyaod
-dns (nuetnag, o7 rady ‘exmore)

JNHINOISHEHOD
TIVIEDHAS A0 A

3u0) pajeredoag -




ndsmp
ot s oox AIaUs SIEAS (77 Ul
SISIATIDE [0 UIRUTLL 301 Yiae Afpurnof
funpiom (TRl 01 s1ayiom
Aured pagin osfe sey yieN 1IN
’ qmod aures 1aiye dn 2418 s13
-Pea 1291 341 1BY] U5 dum] 2yel —
xéap si Adajesss ssarduon ayr
,'sns
-ISUO2 B P JALLIE 2A DUO0 el
AMOUY NOA 127 [ Ip4 “diystapus)]
JOOWBUUYL 2131 Ylsm 1IN0 ysery
O} 9ATY [lias s gogm spesodoad
JO I2QUINT © TITM JTFOD AR [ 153]
-Uuod A[puauy jo Bapt a1 AfUo 10U
STaL, :PTes ‘WInd ST Ul ‘qieN 1N
: T pinsge,, se
B3PI 34} popieasip sey asliapnw
BIRIQNS  IoAPWl  BIEN[OY puB
I2PRA] [OOWRUL, “IIAIMOY ‘$1ES
Yl JO UIOS 10} ,)SANU0D Ajpuaiy,
10 BNUII0) 3U) Y4 dn suwiod ospe
SABY $1apeI| SSMIBUOD SUIOS
“S1ayon usAd

0812 3q sy TW Jumits Surnurewar ayy
eyl spuemdp mou Aued ayp
"JOOUIeULL, AU Aq WA
01 papasuod Apeale s1B3s ¢¢ Iyl
ytim paysries :nb ospe st ssaaduo))
1.5 AYL 51835 67 I JO 97,7 1240
aindsip ou Ajinosge st a1yL
“SDUIJ[IP
INO 1308 01 ‘STapea] ssazduo) Aels
[0gol pue uosiddmey> [OOWIRULY,
ay 01 yeads A(paIp  pnom
ypuen emuos wapsaid ssarduon
‘3 pRU R e pawany oy
mod
[edy Yl 1B JALLIE 03 0M] 10 Aep
B 2yE1 PINOM 1T et sIdodar pio1
e yieN IW onsmundo oy
LCABM JBL1 1t SJuRM JUapTsaxd
Aued 2171 11 oop 1 ued jeysm Ao
paynsnfun we 31 ydnoye, ‘sap
-10> 35O SIU UT PIES AARY 0} JILIRI|
ST RIIIA USIIOS HUO IIQUINU [3g3l
uaA3 ‘pumu s,eniog Juipray
“drys1aped] s,930Iatey RIPMWE

S Iapun sjjod  oyi 1saiuod
01 JEYaq H3YL U0 25IM 3 PINOs
W o1em siapeaf Aued oels o
IOUIAUOD OS[® PINod YleN 1w
"1500 Aue 1e ydnong
3WOD 0] JDUBE () paluEm
LUEpey, 16l wayd uo ssardun
0] paLll pue S1opea] ssarfuon
eI AU W IIEN IW ‘519pesy
oowreuiry, a1 Junaswr a1ojey
"31e15 3yl w s[jod Ajquiassy
0f APW 21 10} JOOTIRUNL
pue $sa13007 Y USAM1IG DUETE
pasodord a1 o1 adeys [euy
3a18 01 Aepuow uo urede ur may
‘Teduag 159 Jo 38reyd ut Aiplanas
1213U3f DTV ‘YleN [euey T
AJQUIASSY AANR[SIS
20B1S IBIS-FGZ M JO SIBIS GL7 SE
AUPWUI SB U0 SNSUISUDD B 18 IATLIE
PINOD SSAIFU0D pUe [DOWERULLL 1Y)
‘ucnesesal s jo yrsar e sy
saoepd

auros U Ay {p el Aued Aq

ZIv — "Aepuoiy wo A1 a1} U yieN [euwey 4195 [e1ouad
ssa1duon pue dsllduey eletieW HAMOJ 40 SIVES NO

[nAdx Jo mUUCmeCm
puewoy Y3 ayf 1o 121y peal
— Aep a1 Jo ¥pIc A ST 200U
-JBs,, 1217 3S1[EDT U] PILIPIS JARY SId
-peay ssarpdo) aeis ap ‘Aepuow
uc uedsq ‘Fupys 10AS  IdA0
“JOOWBLLY, PUE $SIIFU0T UI3M]aq
s{[®} JO pUnCI pOUE Y SV
Jamod
o Suiuoed AUIqUIoY [OOWRLLLL
-ssaafuon g1 jo Aueniusas sy
Uy 1318100 §3YD 241 se 13t alord
pue duysiapes] sallaueg eieuiew
S Iapun sfjod M 1s9IU02
01 pasrde ‘Burppiq s, puetusuod yiug
Aued o) e ‘ssarBuon mEs o
qundotasap weompudis Rpoue
U] "$1ea3s $67 Y1 Jo 97 U0 SNSuas
-U0d B 12 PaAllle ‘ARpUOY U0 ‘S3N
-1ed oasl o ‘Fuweys 1ea3s 1240
sango[eIp  [OOWPULIL-SSOISU0D
Uy W ydnosyieaaq aolew v N
dV T VIvHIOH
neaing ejexjoy o

115 12810] —




-Congress shifts

focus

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ”

NEW DELHI, April 2.. — The
Congress is hkelv to return to
power in Kerala and it's close
to capturing power in Assam.
In West Bengal, it’s prospects
are poor if it fights the polls
alone, while a worse situation
awaits it in Tamil Nadu. In
Pondicherry, where the party is
power, the chances of winning
the polls are fifty-fifty.

These are the assessments of
the Congress about its pros-
pects in the Assembly polls in
the four states and the Union
Territory.

After having fatled to win over
the third frent and some of the
BJP allies in its hid to replace
the Vajpayee governmenl, the
Congress has now shifted focus
from the Centre to these states
and Pondicherry.

The parly is working on a
new strategy to increase the
nurnber of states under its con-
trol. At present, it is in power
in Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Chhattisgarh, Karnata-

ka, Maharashtra {in coalition
with the NCP), Deihi and
Pondicherry.

At a recent meeting, senior
leaders had reportedly pre-
vailed upon Mrs Sonia Gandhi
not to be soft towards the
Marxists in the hope that they
would help the Congress form
government at the Centre.

Sources close to 10 Janpath
confirmed that the CPI-M had
sent feelers to Mrs Gandhi to
spare West Bengal,

The CPI-M general secreta-
ry, Mr Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet, has in fact issued a veiled
warning to the Congress for
its decision to forge an alli-
ance with Miss Mamata Bane-
rjce.

He reminded Mrs Gandhi
that. a mahaiot acainst the Left

frorn

' Mrs Sonia Gandhi

Front in West Bengal might
jeopardise the CPI-M's suppoft
1o the Congress at the Centire.
An AICC member, howevelr,
said: “That situation is siill
distant dream.”

The Congress is ready f
share power with Miss Mama-
ta Banerjee in West Beng
even if that means incurriy
the CPI-M's wrath.

A CWC member said Mz
Gandhi has not forgiven M
Mulayam Singh Yadav for h
jibes against her.

The day the CPI-M joined t]:]e
Samajwadi Party camp, Mis
Gandhi decided to go soft o
Miss Banerjee.

In Assam, there are some ar-
ti-Congress forces who are ot
to sabotage the party's electoq
al prespects.

For instance, Mr PA Sangm.
af the NCP has gecided to fie
a large numbef of candidates i
Asszam Lo egf into the Congress
votes

n
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Vﬁejected Cong
pursuit O

FROM RASHEED KIDWAI Qf

New Delhi, April 1: News of
Trinamul conceding 35 seats
greatly disappeinted the Con-
gress high command, but it tried
to put up a brave {ace, claiming
that it would succeed in persuad-
ing Mamata Banerjee to grant
| another dozen.
Kamal Nath, Congress gener-
al secretary in charge of Bengal,
! said: “Nothing is final. We will
i continpe our efforts to get the
} best bargain.  am going fo Cal-
cutta tomorrow. The talks on
seat share are on and will go on.
Nothing is final till the filing of
nominations.”

Three party MPs, Priya Ran-
jan Das Munshi, A.B.A. Ghani
Khan Chowdhury and Adhir
Chowdhury, want Sonia Gandhi
i to take up the question of raising

the Congress share with Mamata.

The Congress high command
sent 4 fax to an exasperated Ma-
mata to allow it to field some of
its sitting MLAs in “friendly con-
tests” against Trinamul. But Ma-
mata replied without losing
much time, rejecting the concept.

“Wa have received the fax.
But we have rejected the propos-
al,” said Trinamul MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay.

Despite the snuh, the Con-
I gress leadership is making it

clear that there is no question of

going back on seat ad]uc;lmonts
with Trinamul. Sonia’s brief for
Nath and Bengal party chief
Pranah Mukherijee is: reach an
alliance by any means. If Nath's
Calcutta mission fails, the AICC
chief will divectly intervene.

Mukherijee, who reached Cal-
cutta tonight, said he expected
the deal 1o be {inalised tomor-
row, Trinamul leaders said Ma-
mata, too, was keen to “clinch
the issue” by Monday,

But Trinamul is not enthusi-
astie ahout “friendly contests”
on the grounds that it will re-
duce the “big fight” against the
Left to a joke. Brainchild of Das
Munshi and Mukherjee, the
friendly contest idea was put
forth by Congress leaders who
cited two precedents -- one in
Midnapore where Trinamul and
the BJP had followed a similar
course in the 1998 general elec-
tion and in Salt Lake during the
municipal poits.

Trinamul is aiso adamant
about contesting the Sealdah se-
at held hy Somen Mitra, adding
to Sonia's preblems.

Nath is leaving for Calcuita
tomorrow after talks with Sonia
today. He said efforts were being
made by both sides to find an am-
icable solution to vexed issues.

Nath, Mukheriee and Das
Munshi sat till 4 am to prepare
the draft that was sent to Mama-

f ‘best b

\‘Q (QTJ \

till in
gam’

g stmgfrlendly tntests.
rty leaders are tightlipped

ks with the Congress he-
sides, in many Assembly

mum programme would be pre-
pared and a front floated to de-
feat the Ijeft.

MukHherjee said various for-
mulationks were being discussed

to break the impasse oryﬂor
sifting MLAs.

|
|
|
!
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Somen adamant on;ﬂs P

Qur Kolkata Bureay
KOLKATA 1 APAIL.
HAT MAMATA
Banerjee did four years
ago, her one-time bete
noire Somen Mitra is doing it now
-— mounting pressures on the
party high command over nomi-
nations to some particudar candi-
dates. There are however some
differences in the two situations.
On earlier accasion, the party high
command stood beside Somen.
But this time the Congress leader-
ship is more keen on having an
alliance with Mamata’s party. no
matter event if it comes at the cost
of party’s former state president.
Last time Mamata cventually
had to leave the party, And this
time round, Somen is only threat-
ening that he would not contest
the polls if his demands are not
met. However, as a result of this
tug-of-war the Congress-
Trinameol Congress talks over seat
sharing for the Assembly polls
could pot arrive at its logical con-
clusion even on Sunday.
The Somen Mitra-camp is stili
hell-bent on the issue of renomi-

Somen: Spoilsport
nations to all the sitting Congress

MLAs. Some of the Congress
MLAs have already switched over
to Trinameool and have been
rewarded with Trinamool ticket.
Mr Kamal Nath, AICC general
secretary in-charge of West Bengal
is having to shuttle between
Koikata and Delhi to find a practi-
cal solution to end the impasse.
And as Mr Nath has rightly said,
“this is a complex situation and

one should not expect imple,
fast and smooth way-put The
rore we talk before finallyation of
the pact, the better.”

According 1o Tfinamool
sources, the two Ineetings
between the Congress prissary
and Trinamool supremo pvent off
‘extremely well” and the fwo par-
ties could arrive at some kind of an
adjustment after Trinampol had
conceded 55 seats to (Jongress.
However, a formal annoupcement
to this effect had to be sfalled in
the wake of the oppositibn from
the Somen-faction.

Congress MLAs whp have
recently switched oder to
Mamata’s party, havgd been
rewarded with Trinamool| tickets.
And now Mr Mitra wants ghat the
remaining 16 sitting Clongress
MLAs should also be giveny tickets.
“How can you deny ticket jo some
one who stood beside the party
leadership in hour of crisjs?” Mr
Mitra quipped.

Mr Mitra may have a peint but
that doesn't seem to be apipealing
to the Congress president. [Sonia’s
eagerness to join handy with

ks for poll

Mamata’s party at any cost w
reflected in her spin doctor Kargal
Nath's remark. “These leaders ‘are
now talking about their commit-
ment and dedication to the party.
But where had these feelings gone
when the party leadership fielded
a candidate for the Rajva Sabha
polls and they voted for the
Trinamool  candidate?” Kamal
Nath quipped. Somia has also
reportedly spelt out similar senti-
mertt in her close crcles.

Meanwhile, Trinamool’s policy
making cell’s chairman, Mr Pankaj
Banerjee said that they were not
snapping all ties with the BJP.
«.Jor instance, in the Calcutta
Municipal Corporation, we are
together”. Interestingly, senior BJP
leader, Kailashpati Mishra had said
on Friday, “We now have no
option but to snap all ties with the
Trinamool.”

Interestingly. the poll date has
already been announced and
while TMC, Congress and BJP are
fighting it out among themselves
to give shape to an anii-Left front,
the Left Front campaign is already
in full swing.

The Econoniic Tine.
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Kamal Nath in Kolkata

to strike deal’with Mamata

By Our Special Correspondent & (0 ’{

NEW DELHI. MARCH 30. The Congress today expressed
the hope that it would be able to clinch a seat-shar-
ing arrangement with the Trinamool Congress by
tomorrow. “We should be able to reach a settlement
by tomorrow,” said Mr. Kamal Nath, AICC general
secretary in charge of West Bengal.

Mr. Kamal Nath left for Kolkata this evening along
with the West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee
chief, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, Mr. Privaranjan Das-
munshi and other State leaders. Mr. Kamal Nath and
Mr. Mukherjee have been asked by the Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, to conclude the nego-
tiations expeditiously, with the Trinamool chief, Ms.
Mamata Banerjee.

Last evening, Ms. Gandhi held extensive discus-
sions with the leaders from the West Bengal unit. Her
intervention helped break the logjam and paved the
way for the resumption of negotialions with the Tri-
namool. She also met Mr. Kamal Nath separately this
morning and asked him to begin the negotiations
with Ms. Banerjee. '

Though most of the Statc leaders were in favour of
an alliance with the Trinamool, there were some dif-
ferences of opinion over the number of seats the
party should contest. The State unit is demanding 72
seats while the Trinamool reportedly is willing to
part with only 51 seats,¥s. Gandhi urged the State
unit leaders to scale~down their demands for the

hat some Joyalists, especially [MLAs who did not
cross over to Ms. Bancrjee's party, are not denied
tickets. “We want to ensure thak people are not pe-
nalised for being loval to the panty,” Mr. Kamal Nath
said before leaving for Kolkata.|He appeared confi-
dent about the prospects of coficluding an alliance
with Ms. Banerjee. “'Everybody realises that after 24

vears this is the first real chance
noboedy wants to let go of that

‘Ball in Cong|

KOLKATA, MARCH 30. The Trinamy
Ms. Mamata Banerjee, today saidg
the Congress response for the p
up. She told reporters, “The I
court.” The Trinmaool chief wh
Mr. Sudip Bandopadhvay, said b
55 seats to the Congress.

BJP blasts Trinamool

The BJP mounted a vitriolic 4
mouol asking how the party could
adjustments with the Congress 1

o defeat the CPUM
hance.”

court’

ool Congress chief,
she was waiting for
bssible electoral tie-
all is now in their
p in the Lok Sabha,
is party had offered

2 wi)

ttack on the Trina-
enter into electoral
vhich was “synony-

maus with corruption”. The BI¥ leader and Union

Minister of State for Communica

jon, Mr. Tapan Sik-

dar, said Ms. Banerjee had always preached value-

based politics. “If she forged a
Congress the mask of value-ba
ripped apart.”

He said Ms. Banerjee had “'b

h alliance with the
ed politics will be

g¢trayed” an honest

person like the Prime Minister anfd claimed that cyen
Trinamool workers were unhapgy over it

SHE
J

— -
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often stand,

urges Bengal
A ™

HT Correspondents

New Delhi/Kolkaia, March 29
SONIA GANDHI now seems to
hold the key to the Congress-
Trinamool seat-sharing dead-
lock as Kev Congress interlocu-
tors are finding it inereasingly
difficalt to convince Bengal
leaders to soften their stand.

Till late tonight, Congress’s
central leaders and its Bengal
bosses seemed to speak in dif-
ferent tones as the team led by
PCC chief Pranab Mukherjee
continued to play tough while
AICC general secretaryv in
charge of Bengal, Kamal Nath,
said: “The Congress is pre-
pared to make any sacrifice to
defeat the ruling Left Front.”

Top PCC leaders explained
their demand for 70-odd seats to
Sonia in Delhi this evening.
Among those present at the
meeting were Somen Mitra and
P R Das Munshi. ABA Ghani
Khan Chowdhury left for
Kolkata before the meeting,
with the demand thar the Con-
gress should get all the 11 seats
in his segment. The other two
MPs, Das Munshi and Adhir
Chowdhury, also demanded
that all Assembly segments in
their constituencies should go
to the Congress.

After giving Bengal leaders a
patient hearing, Sonia asked
them why they were making
such a steep demand and even
told them to step up the pace of
negatiations.

Meanwhile, Mamata Baner-

patience and sad she would not
wait any more. She will decide
by tomorrow hek party’s stand.
“Look, I have hegn waiting for
15 days. That's a [8ng time.”

Those close to Mamata made
it clear that she would rnot agree
to anything over 60.

The Congress high com-
mand’s keenness for a tie-up
with Mamata is guided more by
the party's national goal of pre-
senting an alternative to the
NDA. An AICC office-bearer
pleaded the visiting Bengal lead-
ers to be more accommodative
as an alliance with the Tri-
namool would help in realising
the party’s objective of influenc-
ing national politics by ensur-
ing that the Congress ends up on
the winning side in each of the
five States going to polls.

Kamal Nath said the Con-
gress wanted at least 40
winnable seats. While the 21
seats perceived safe by the Con-
gress are covered by the 32
where it stood first or second in
the Lok Sabha polls, the
remaining 22 have to be from
Mamata’s khown strongholds.

“The talks have now reached
a conclusive stage. We will hold
negotiations with Mamataji in
Kolkata tomorrow,” said Nath.

But Pranab sounded iess
upbeat. “If Sonia Gandhi issues
a whip, grudgingly or ungrudg-
ingly evervbody would fall in
line and accept whatever Mama-
ta offers. But [ think Mamata's

stand is very canfusing.” i 'hf;'r stand on the NDA."

THE HINDUSTAN THES
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BJP blows hot and
cold on Mamata

HT Correspondent
Neye Delhi, March 29

A DAY after charging Mamata
Banerjee with stabbing the NDA
in the back, the BJP today blew
hotl and cold over a possible
allipnce with the Trinamool.

narpool talks would run aground,
the|BJP iterated that its princi-
paljaim in West Bengal was to
defdat the Left Front and Mama-
ta. 1Once Mamataji announces
her fie-up with the Congress, we
will{take it as a signal that our
allignce with her is over Till
, We are prepared to wait,”
ew BJP chief K Jana Krish-
rthi today;

said the BJP was willing to
patience and extend “polit-
curtesies even if others do

our

support to the NDA as a
um condition for the BJP

prepafed to resume support to
the NIA, we are ready to fight
the polls alone. Though we want-

by her, the real issue,is

yving that the Congress-Tri- |

|
|
|
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|
|
|
J
|

|
|
|
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amata tie-up:

summo%s state

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & Pt

KOLKATA, March. 27, - The
Congress central leadership has
summoned  five  Pradesh
Congress Committee leaders 1o
Delhi to sort out the “thorny is-
sue” of seat sharing with the
Trinamul Congress for the West
Bengal Assembly elections.

Mr Pradip Bhattacharya,
Pradesh Congress Committee
vice-president, today left for
Dethi, while Mr Atish Sinha
{Opposition leader) and Mr
. Somen Mitra will leave for
i+ Delhi tomorrow.

Other members of the team
are Mr Manas Bhuniya and Mr
Kumud Bhattacharya.

They are scheduled to meet
Mr Kamal Nath, All-India
Congress Committee general
secretary in-charge of West
Bengal, tomorrow.

Party sources said the meet-
ing would try to find out a solu—

tion to the “thorny issue” of

seat sharing in West Bengal
that would be acceptable to

\r
both sides. 9 /\

Mr Sinha said he was leaving
for Delbi with an “open mind”
and was hopeful of an alliance
with the Trinamul.

“IV's time the Congress and the
Trinamul Congress joined
hands to oust the CPIM),”
said.

W Asim ¢limbs down on
Mamata support: page 3

B BJP doors still open to
Trinamul: page 8§

¥ Cong sees ‘forward
movement’ towards
Trinamul tie-up : page 8

The state Congress today said
it the proposed alliance with
the Trinamul Congress became
a reality, it must be allowed to
contest all the 42 seats it repre-
Sents.

The party has already deman-
ded 80 seats from the Trinamul

Trinamul Congress leaders,
however, said the demand for

he_

leaders
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Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, March 26

ALLIANCE TALEKS hetween Tri-
namaool and the Congress in Ben-
gal remained inconclusive last
night, with Mamata Banerjee
and Kamal Nath stiil groping for
amutualiy accemtable seat-shar-
ing formula.

The meeting last night ended
with both leaders agreeing to
disagree on a number of points,

Kamal Nath told the Hindis-
fur Times later that he had
¢xplained to the Trinamool chief
why the moot point was not
“how many seats the Congress
wolld contest, but how many of
them would be winnable™.

“As the party’s negatiator in
Bengal, my concern is to ensure
that Congress candidates get
winnable seats. We won't settle
for anything less than &5, of
which—I have told Mamata—ds
will have to be winnable. D}Mscus-
sions are now under way with
State leaders of our party. and
we are evaluating our strength,”

One of the stumbling biocks
was that Mamata refused to con-
cede more than 335 seats to the
Congress. Kamal Nath later
spoke to State Congress leaders,
some of whom suggested that
they were not keen anvmore on
a poll alliance with the Tri-
nameool. The PCC leadership. it
was learnt. would send a faxed
letter this evening to AICC chief
Sonia Gandhi, PCC president
Pranab Mukherjee. and Kamal
Nath. saving there need be no
poll truek with the Trinamool.

Also, Mamata had wanted
Somen Mitra., Atish Sinha, San-

Jong deman
“quality’ seats /5

from Mama

W

jeev Das and Sailajal Dak
dropped from the Congress lisg.
But Kamai Nath was firm thalt
this would be untenable. sourcep
said. Mamata had argued that ik
should be difficult for her to giv
30 many seats to the Congress
since she had already named hep
candidates for 228 seats. Kama
Nath described the impasse likg
this: “There are several impon
derables at hoth her as well ad
our end. 5o [ don't see anyrhing
emerging in clear-cut term;
within the next three or fou
davs. Our objective is to get the
Left defeated in Bengal. But ¢
make that happen. Congress and
Trinamool leaderships shaul
take a collective decision™.
“Mamata's argument is that
i the 1994 Lok Sabha polls, Con-
gress candidates forfeited their]
deposits inas many as 226 seats.
The party, therefore, cannot be
given more than 35 seats. T dis-
puted this point, saving this had
happened because the votes got
split. But it the Congress and the
Trinamool come together, it
should be a different scenaria, |
tald her,” Kamal Nath added.
PCC president Pranab
Mukherijee said: " Talks are o,
but there is nothing yet to be
euphoric about.” Somen Mitra
said he was completely in the
dark, but would follow whatever
was the party’s line.
Complicating matters, P R
Das Munshi, ABA Khan Chowd-
hury and Adhir Chowdhury
have said all Assembly segments
in their parliamentary con-
stituencies should be given for
Congress candidates to contest
Related report on Pa

mIE HINDUST A :’t;,:rzf.
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/Cong prepares to put goy

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE i f“ ([ al

- BANGALORE, March 16. ~ Tf:e Congress,
which is holding its plenary session here
tomorrow, is preparing its strategy to put

. the Vajpayvee government on the mat
following the Tehelka expose.

A party source said: “We need to prepare
a blueprint so that we can exploit the
present situation. The CWC will discuss
the role that the party has to play in the
present circumstances.”

Mr Jaipal Reddy, party spokesman, said:
“The NDA government is coming unstuck.
We do not have to do anything.”

He said the role of the PMO had come
under scrutiny following the expose.

t, held under tight security
preventing journalists from

gettlnu inte the KPCC building, willl
discuss, among other things, the
esolutions to 1~e taken up at the plenary
gsion, incloding political and economig
8.
esides the tehelka expose, the Balcd
disinwvesiment would be the focus of
attention.

This is because a large number ¢
Congressmen are pressuring Mrs Sonig
Gandhi to come out clearly against
disinvestment policies formulated aftey
the reforms process began.

Mr Reddy said the AICC would have ay
exclusive resolution on the agricultural
situation, highlighting the plight of the

Yt on the mat

Gandhi to give the needed fillip so that we
can take advantage of the present
situation.

“We have to mount a frontal attack on
the BJP-led government at the Centre
.. More so, as five states are going for
polls  providing us the right
opportunity.”

Asked about the party stand towards the
third front lec by Mr Jyoti Basu, he said
the Congress would have “friendly
relations” with the front in view of its
secular character.

The Congress won't have an alliance with

e front, he said.

/The AICC general gecretary, Mr Ghulam

farmers following the steep fail in prices of” Nabi Azad, said he won’t be surprised if

foodgrain.
A source said: “We expect Mrs S(?‘id

/
/
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the NDA government collapsed before the
end of the party plenary here on 18 March.
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i Ml Sonia’s private secy S mfluence’7 in party mak

| SANJIV SINHA
| NEW DELHI, MARCH 23 { X
. i

E ONGRESS  president
| Sonia Gandhi has de-
i
i

cided to stick with het prj-

vate secretary Vincens George

' against whom the CBI on

Wednesday registered an FIR

for amassing assets dispropor-

tionate to income. And in her ef-

fort to defend him, she has roped

in her party to defend George
trom its official platform,

For the Congress, which till
yesterday was going hammer and
tongs against the NDA govern-
ment on the Tehelka expose, the
CBI's FIR against George has
suddeniy caught it on the wrong
foot.

While the timing of the FIR
may have raised eyebrows, the
NDA government has succeeded
in temnporarily deflecting atten-
tion to the Congress.

For a change, it was the Con-
gress’ turn to be at receiving end
when party spokesman Jaipal
Reddy was grilled for over half-

| an-hour by mediapersons on the
| party'sstand on Geoige.

| George' importance in the
| Congress and the fact that the
, party is hard put to defend him
i was evident when Reddy told re-
| porters: “We are not going to be
y guided by the version of the
i CBL..the CBlis as antonomous

asthe Prasar Bharti.”

Reddy said George is not a
Congress member but “a party
emplovee”. He put up a spirited
defence for him by questioning
the CBI's fairness and charging
the NDA government with
“vendetta”.

“George is not a government
employee but is working for So-

nia Gandhi in her capacity as .

Congress chief, not as Leader of
Opposition,” he said, adding the
charges were allegations whereas
Bangaru T.axman had been
caught accepting bribe.

The Congress’ resolve toback
George is attributed to his clout
as one of the Gandhi familys
most frusted lievtenants, Not
only has the low-profiie secretary
been with the Congress’ first
family through thick and thin but

e's defence

S hﬁ %dtspensable

oungalow

DALIP SINGH
NEW DELH, MARCH 23

THE latest about ¥, George, private secretary to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, is that ife’s allegedly overstaying in an official bungalow in
Chanakyapuri,

According to the {BI which has filed a disproportionate assets case
agamst George, he allggedly has at least five pieces of real estate in Delhi, in-
cluding a Rs85-lakh hpuse.

George was alloited 2 bungalow (D-1/109, Satya Marg) in Chanakya-
puri after he became PS to Rajiv Gandhiin 1984.

-1 type fiat, since PS to the PM enjoys svovernment fa-
cilities avaﬂable 10 ajpint secretary.

He retained the Hat when Rajiv became Leader of the Oppos&tmn
George continued tojretain the tungalow though he was served notice tova-
cate it during Nar. a Rao’sstint.

The Cabinet Cofimittee an Accornmodation { CCA ) later allotted this
house to anr All Indla Congress Committee general secretary. However,
George stayed put.

Sources said had George been PS of Sonia Gandhi as Leader of Opposi-
ton in Lok Sabha, he would have been entitled to retain the house.

The Leader of Dpposition enjoys all privileges available 10 a Cabinet
minister. But George 1s only PS to the Congress chief; P'S 10 Sonia as Gppo-
sition leader is Pulgk Chatterji, George was not available for comment. Di-
rector Estates Achila Sinha refused to comment.

has, over the vears, become in-
dispensable. “Ypu cannot wish
George away jupt as you cannot
R.K. Dhawan ([ndira Gandhi’s
PS)... Both ag privy to the
Gandhi family’s most well-kept

secrets,” said a party leader.

Especially after Sonia be-
came party chief, he bas been the
link between her and the party,
and plays an active role in key ap-
pointments.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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NEW DELHI, March 22

Congress leaders are vepor-
tedly putring pressure ou Mrs
Sonia Gandhi to "sacrifice” Mr
Vincent George, charged in o
disproportionate assets case by
the CBI vesterday.

The reason for the pre
appears, 1s not mor:
political  strategy. i
Congress president sacks XM
George, these leaders argu
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayce w
face renewed pressure te saw
his PMO officials, who th
Prime Minister has vigorouslh
defended so far.

However, Congress leaders
bave a problem. "No one iz pre-

pared, or is daring enoug
te}l madam that she <hagid
sack a secretary who has aer-
ved the Family loyally”, said &
sentor Congress leader.

Congressmen are dismayod
over Mrs Sonia Gandhi's deri-
sion to direct the media coil of
the AICC, headed by Mrs A
hika Soni, to defend her private
secrelary to the hilt. A whis-
pering campaign was heard in
Parliamment  House  today
against the leader's defence of
her private secretary. This, it is
felt,
Oppesition: campaign sgains
the Vajpayee governmeri snoer
the Tehelka tapes.

"How can the party aszk for
the heads of Advani. Joshi and
Uma chargesheeted by the CBI
tn the Babari Masid demal’
tion case and vet say the agen-
¢y has no credibiiity and that it
is a political tool Lo browbeat
the opponents of the govern-

AUEe,

i
0o

LG

is bound to weaken ihe

for
cnt

SN WD L soiaes o

b RS

a ase
private
heard
b,

the party
We are not
FOid la, ty be guaded by the CBI
vergion for the ageney is as
alltmomaus as Mrasar Bharsii
By timing of the OBT case i
napich ta prove  thar Mr
: vas chovweshieeied by

o he el ¢l

I
Mujority of Congress
J'uﬁmg $UmMae (\A L.

1 i~ .
Larmrehied an
g
atheit

.' s Mr

v

o

-
T e
11T mld

secretly. :
Ceorge has become a super
povier cenive at ,!(). Janpath,

e

tan  RE

perbags
.}.l‘ {win \\‘!n,-: e lolter was
profaie oo e Indira
Cramgdhi,” uaid a pariy leader.

Bafr ‘it‘(‘;{‘i explanation: The
‘%JJ 1o a\ derranded  an
o the Congress
! ! Mr
cocenitie as her pri-
CThe party, howwe-
sedd to demand her
resignation on moral ground
saving that "if she continues as
E'fm.‘m% piteident, it =S es
Trp R P~pnm“\n“<n mr\i]d\

iovelled
Mr Goorge
: sated with
. vim 1954-80.

: .;md]‘.j shou.d expiain
Al oo ocarrupt person was
\u-ot'hgn_; for hev for the past 10
F. he :F—:r.". He danied there
u motive benind the

aspelin
CHpoirg

I

® More renoels on ;JW
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New Delhi, March 22: One day after the CBI
slapped a disproportionate assets case against
him, VincerX George did not report for work today.

Congress spokesman Jaipal Reddy struggled to
defend Sonia Gandhi’s private secretary even as a
whisper campaign for his removal on moral
grounds began in the party.

But Sonia seemed to be in no mood to oblige a
handful of leaders gunning for George. Her argu-
ment is based on three factors:

W Why has the government failed to act against
those who figure in the Tehelka tapes? Charges
against George are mere allegations while there is
“evidence” against the Tehelka accused.

8 There is no precedent of a public servant
being hooked under the Prevention of Corruption
Act 12 years after demitting office.

B 'The Hming of the FIR makes it clear that it is
politically motivated.

Sources said Sonia was in the process of
“sidelining™ her all-powerful private secretary be-
fore the CBI filed the case. In 10 Janpath, George
was about to be shifted out of the ante room adja-
cent to Sonia’s drawing room. It now remains to be
seen how the Congress chief will proceed.

There is strong view in the party that the at-
tack on George should not be taken lightly as it in-
dicates the shape of things to come. *The BJP-
NDA are desperate to create a crisis of confidence

e s work
amid Cong sniper fir

and paint us as equally corrupt. The Tehelka {ape
mud is not washing,” a party functionary said,
hinting that Sonia might become the next target.

“It is a no-holds-barred war and the govery-
ment will employ every trick in the trade,” hejsaid.

Jaipal Reddy described George as an “employee
of the party” while disagreeing with the CBI's ver-
sion of the charges. In a dig at Doordarshan’s|fail-
ure to telecast the Tehelka tapes, he said: *The CBI
is as autonomous as Prasar Bharati.”

Party leaders Mani Shankar Aivar and Ambi-
ka Soni also defended George. Ambika said the
Congress woutld stand by him while it was for(the
law to take its course.

Mani asked Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj
ee to clarify his remarks made on June 11, 1986 in
the Lok Sabha, as the leader of the Opposition,
that the government had “many ways of influenc-
ing” the CBI. “Has he revised his views about the
CBI?” the Congress leader asked.

Facing a hostile media, Reddy said; “George is
an employee of the party and not of the goverp-
ment.... The FIR filed against him is aimed to qi
vert attention from the Tehelka expose.”

Making it clear that he was not questioninp the
meerit of the case, Reddy said: “The timing of the
filing of FIR speaks volumes about the designg,
motives and intentions behind the move.”

Describing the FIR against George as polif]
vendetta, he added: “NDA leaders are not only
merchants of venality but also vendetta”.

cal

Jpath ]
Mamata
in touch

BY OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calecutta, March 22: Mamata
Banerjee and Sonia Gandhi have
spoken to each other on seat ad-
justments for the coming Assem-
biv elections.

Congress and Trinamul Con-
gress leaders today indicated that
talks were progressing well and
the picture would be clearer by to-
MOrTOW,

“It's {progress of talks) okay
By tomorrow I should be able to
tell vou something,” said Kamal
Nath, AICC general secretary in
charge of Bengal.

Sources said Sonia hasbeen in
touch with the Trinamul chief
ever since she formally withdrew
from the National Democratic
Alliance after the Tehelka
expose.

The Congress president has
spoken with her on the phone a
couple of times in the past 48
houps. Kamal Nath confirmed
t the party leadership was in
“constant touch” with Mamata.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 P
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Aﬁw Morcha move to keep Sonia oﬁ/of PM's o

Congress gives v
of iopplmg Vaj

MOHAN SAHAY 47 \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |

NEW DELHI, March 19. —
The war cry of the Congress in
Bangalore died down in Delhi
with the party admitting today
that it had “ne plans to topple
the Vajpayee government”.

At the hurriedly Theld
confabulations this morning on
their return from the AICC
session, the party finally
dropped the idea of “joining a
coalition with other parties to
share power at the Centre”, as
announced in Bangalore at the
weekend.

Three reasons compelled the
Congress to do so. The party
reportedly “scented power” on
Saturday. The Jan Morcha
{People’s Front} demand to
keep Mrs Sonia Gandhi out of
any power-sharing arran-
gement which meant she was
not to be considered for the Pri-
me Minister's office was rej-
ected by the party leadership.

Second, the Congress was not

- prepared to prop any third
frent leader the future
Prime Minisfer as it did in

CJ UNABLE TO SPARE SITTING JUDGE

Y1

NEW DELHI, March 19. — The Chief Justice of India, Mr|AS
Anand, today expressed his inability to spare a sitting judge of
the Supreme Court to conduct the probe into the Tehelka tapes.
The inguiry would now be done by a retired judge of the conrt.
The Chief Justice consulted his colleagues in the court and they
were of the “unanimous view” that it would he difficult to splare
a sitting judge, reliable sources said. A letter to this effect was
today sent by the Cl's office to the law mlmstry — PTI

1996 by supporting the United
Front leader, Mr HD Deve
Gowda.

The most damning fact before
the Congress was its inability
and the failure of the People's
Front to break the TDP which
has 26 MPs in Lok Sabha. The
Opposition could have
managed the number (22 MPs)
to pull down the government
had it worked out its strategy
well by weaning away the
smaller parties and groups like
the National Conference (4],
Chautala's INLD i4), the JDiUD
(6) and the MDMK {4) thatl
would have reduced the
government to minority.

Some senior Congress and
RJD  leaders blamed Mr

Mulayam Singh Yadav for
jumping the gun by annourjeing
the formation of the Pedple's
Front with Mr Jyoti Basu gs its
head. Mr Basu was projected as
the prime ministerial candjdate
in too much of a hprry,
lamented a Congress MP.

Mr Raghuvans Prasad $ingh
said: “Where was the hurgy for
Mr Mulayam Singh to |[have
criticised the Congress i the
very beginning of the exergse to
unite the Opposition and tq form
an alternative to the NDA?/

The Congress now say§ Mrs
Sonia Gandhi never | said
anything about toppling the
Vajpayee government. Mr

this juncture had no p,],a

YHE STATESHAN

2 0 MAR 21

Ice forces rethink

i

ayee

move a no-trust motion against
the NDA government in the
Lok Sabha. “We never
questioned the numerical
strength of the government in
the Lok Sabha,” Mr Reddy said,
adding, “Though. we did expect
the government to resign on its
own following the startling
revelations”.

Feelers were sent to Mrs Sonia
Gandhi through senior party
leaders like Mr Madhavarac
Scindia and Mr Kamal Nath
from the third front leaders on
the eve of the Bangalore session
that she could nominate anyone
on her behalf to head the non
BJP government whik
continuing to hold the string:
as the Congress president.

The idea was shot down at the
preliminary stage since neithe:
Mr Scindia nor Mr Kamal Natl
had the guts o tell Mrs Gandh
what the third front had ir
mind to topple the government

As of now the threat to the
Vajpayee government over the
helka tapes appears to haw

receded,
0}4@

® More reports
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Soma declares war on NDA

By Anita Katyal \/\

The Times of India News Serwce

BANGALORE: Clearly encour-
aged by the corruption scandal
which has rocked the Vajpayee
government and workmng on the
premise that a snap poll may
become inevitable, Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on Sunday
exhorted her party cadres to
launch a country-wide assault on
the NDA with the intention of
removing it from power,

SpeakmE at the 81st plenary ses-
sion of the AICC here, Ms Gandhi
again demanded the exit of the
Vajpavee government on moral
grounds. She said  that  the
Congress would be unveiling a
plan of action to “expose the cor-
rupt and venal BIP and its allies ™.

“Let the message go from
Bangalore that we will fight every
battle, wage every war., make every
sacrifice to ensure that the country
15 fiberated from the shackles of this
corrupt, shameful and communal
government. Let the states, districts
and villages of India reverberate the
cry of the Congress that the BfP-led
coalition has betrayed the nation,”
she declared, during her 43-minute
speech in Hindi and English.

Ms Gandhi said she had also
told all state unirs that they must
go to the people with a single-
point agenda of exposing the cor-
rupt BIP government. To begin
with, parly leaders said, this issue
will be the centrepiece of their
carmpaign in next month's assem-
bly elections.

Ms Gandhi did not speak open-
iy of a mid-term poll. nor did she
suggest that the Congress was will-
ing to topple the government and
form an alternate government. The
party’s assessment is that given the
precaripus  condition  of  the
Vajpayee government, a nid-term
poll may be inevitable and though
the Congress does not favour an
early election, it should aot be
complacent.

’\5
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LET US WORK I'IAND INH ND FOH A NEW DAWN

il
Congress preudem Sonia (J:mdlu gives sccunt) personne! dl‘Olllld Her anxious momcnts as she reachc» out’
to greet Congress workers and sapporters in Bangalore on Sunday

_'r

Ms Gandhi's rhetorical outburst
contained an unconcealed mes-
suge: the Congress must pul up o
stilf fight and prepare for all possi-
ble challenges. This was cvident
when she urged party cadres o
revitatise and rebuild the party,
work unitedly and restore the
Congress to its “primacy m our
national firmament™. She warned
party mermbers 1o put aside their
differences. adding firmly, Unity 18

the need of the hour. We mbst
Jeamn to subjugate personal aggn-
das for the greater good of
causes we espouse and champiog ™,

She did make a passing refgr-
ence to polls.but this comment wiis
couched in generalitics. “Electiohs
are the lifeline of a political party.
We must pear curselves for clep-
ttons whether they be for panchay-
ats, assemblies or the Lok Sabha
she commented.

Ms Gandhi’s aggressive speech,
which had the delegates chearing
her lustily, was essentially a contin
uation of her introductory remarks
and an amplification of the politi

cal and “economic resolution:
adopted at the plenary. She agair
slammed the BIP-led government
for what, she described, as its “insa-
tiable appetite for gratification’

which had jeopardised nationa
security. /pa

THE TMES OF INDIA



Cong dilutes

P%I\lchmarhi
.

stand, Feady
for coalition

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

BANGALORE, March 17. - Geing beyond

the Panchmarhi stand, the Congress said to-
day that it was open to entering into an elec-
toral or coalition arrangement with secular
parties on the basis of a mutual understand-
ing.

The political resolution, moved by Mr Arjun
Singh at the AICC plenary session here, said
that at Panchmarhi the Congress had
pledged to work towards restoring its prima-
¢y in national affair s. It said taking into ac-
count the present political scenario. the party
would be prepared for coalition arrangements
on the basis of agreed programmes but with-
out compromiging with its basic ideology.

The resolution said there was no question of
the party arriving at any understanding with
communal forces like the BJP or parties con-

/s%ﬁﬁng with such forces.

he political pricrity was to forestall the BJP
from pursuing its motive of pushing forward
its communal agenda. The resolution said:
“The Congress will play a pro-active role in re-
storing secular governance to the country.”

i With Miss Mamata Banerjee quitting the

i BJP-led NDA, the Congress appears to be

' open to an alliance with the Trinamul.
The Congress said it was prepared to work
with non-Left secular forces to end the sway
of the Left Front in West Bengal, something
that would be music to Miss Banerjee.

The resolution said the struggle in West
Bengal “is against the venality and viclence
characterising two decades of the Left Front
rule. The Congress refuses to be the B-team
of either communism or communalism” and
welcomed the distancing of the Trinamul
from the BJP.

Referring to the Tehelka expose, the resolu-
tion said the BJP’s championship of honesty
in government and patriotism stood exposed.

Instead of accepting its moral responsibility
and accountability to the people the NDA
government has been attempting t¢ appease
Parliarment and people with token gestures.

Demanding the Vajpayee government's res-
ignation, the party exhorted its activists to
take the matter to the people.

H More reports on page 10/



‘NATIONAL SECURITY REDUCED |

- Sonia asks

\&)

A
By laved M. Ansari .\/‘0

RAJIV GANDHI NAGAR (Bangalore), MARCH 17.
The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
today set the tone for the AICC session,
which got under way this morning, with a
focussed and hard-hitting artack on the
BJP-led Government at the Centre,

Accusing it of reducing issues of national
security to comimerce, she said her party
owed it o the nation, the jawans and the
martyrs to demand the departure of the
NDA Government on moral grounds.

Aware of the fast-changing political sit-
uation and conscious of not being overtak-
en by events, the Congress president chose
not to make an elaborate speech, limiring
herself 10 a short and peinted attack on the
Government. Promising to make a detailed
speech at the plenary session tomorrow.
she gave ample indication of what was in
store for the ruling combine.

Ms. Gandhi's speech, and the political
resolution that was moved subsequently,
virtually amounted to a declaration of war
against the BIP-led Government. urging
the rank and file to take the ‘Defencegate’
issue to the people and expose the corrupt
Governiment.  Speaking extempore and
constantly switching between English and
Hindi, Ms, Gandhi accused the BJP-led
Government of having not only pul the na-
tion in a embarrassing position but also
betraving it, ' Yef desh ke saath dhokha aur
gaddari hal (This is a fraud against people
and a betrayal of the couniry),” she said.

Reiterating her party's stand on the
Prime Minister’s offer of a judicial inquiry,
she safd she saw little point in it as Mr,
Vajpayee and his Government had already
given the culprits a clean chit, The expose
had only confirmed what the Congress
knew all along — that the Government was
made of corrupt and opportunistic power
seekers.

That the Congress would use the oppar-
runity to make the Government squirm was
evident once again in Ms. Gandhi's speech,
when she said that those who tried to in-
dulge in character assassination of Con-
gress leaders had been caught neck- deep
in corruption. She referred to the problems
faced by her mother-in-law and ““the man-
ner in which they first character- assassi-
nated my husband and vour leader, Rajivii,
and then created the situation for his assas-
sinatian’,

Vajpa

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, addressing the AICC meeting in
Bangalore on Saturday. — Photo; K. Gopingthan

The tone set by Ms. Gandhi in her speech
was reflected in the day's proceedings, spe-
cially rthe political resoluticn which was
moved by Mr. Arjun Singh. A whole section
of the voluminous 31-page resolution was
devoted to the current crisis.

It accused the Ceniral Government of
betraving the crust of the nation and under-
mining its security, called on the Prime
Minister to own ap his and his Govern-
ment’s moral responsibility and in the best
traditions of democracy to tender his resig-
natiomn.

The resolution gave ample indication of
the party’s strategy 1o pin down the BJP on
the issue ol pational security, and thereby
knock the bottom off its monopoly on the
security plank. Describing the scandal as
the worst-ever involving marters of nation-
al securiry, the party said it shared the an-
guish of the people at the rampant venality
with which the establishment was riddled,
extending to the echelons of the Defence
Ministry and penetrating even the Prime
Minister's Office.

~—

THE HINDU

Significantly, the party also chosc to clar-
ify its position on the question of alliances
and coalition govefnments, It maintained
that even at Pachimarhi it had spoken of the
possibilities of entefing into coalitions, burt
thal position was njisunderstood. Today it
sought to clear the|picture by stating thar
the party, in the changed circumstances.
was prepared to dnter into appropriate
electoral or cealitipn arrangements with
secular parties witHout compromising on
its hasic ideclogy.

The resolution wak, however, categorical
that there was no qustion of the party hav-
ing any kind of understanding with com-
munal forces or any party consorting with
them. The partv would play a pro-active
rale in restoring sechilar governance to the
country.

Electoral strategy

Indicating its stragegy for the coming As-
sembly elections, the resolution said in Ta-
mil Nadu the priority was to dislodge the
unholy BJP-DMK gombine. There was

ee to qui

[} g

nothing in the history of the two parties o
justify the unholy and unprincipled aili-
ance.

Describing the DMK as both corrupt and
nepotistic, it said the Jain Commission had
confirmed the sins of its Government, and
called on the voters to do the same. On
Pondicherry, the resolurion said the Gov-
ernment stood out for its record of goond
governance. It pointed out that with the
TMC and Congress back together, the com-
bine would again triumph.

In West Bengal, the struggle was against
the venality and violence of the Left Front
The party welcomed the Trinamool Con-
gress distancing itself from the NDA and
showed its willingness to work with non-
Left secular forces to end the sway of the
left Front, On Kerala, the resolution ex-
pressed the confidence that the UDF would
defeat the Left Front and bring the State
back to prosperity.

On the Avodhva issue, the resolution
made it clear that while the party was not
opposed 1o building a Ram temple, it was
against any such attempt by demolishing
the Babri Masjid. [t accused the Prime Min-
ister for trying to explain the demolition as
an expression of national sentiment.

It also attacked the Government for try-
ing to saffronise education and culture in a
bid to impose its agenda. “The cardina)
principle of our policies was rhat education
programs would be carried out in conform-
ity with secular values.”

On Jammu and Kashmir, the resolution
noted thar the Government's policy was
marked by confusion and contradictions.

‘BIP anti-poor’

It drew a distinction between the BIP
and itself on economic issues, saying the
latter’s policies were anti-poor and anti-
farmer. Debunking the claims that the BJP
was following the policies of the Congress,
the resolution pointed out that while the
BIP’s path was that of ahject surrender, it
stood for independence in economntic policy
and self-reliance. “Their policies make the
rich richer at the expense of the poort. Their
path mocks at our achievements, ours
builds on the future.”

The resolution was accepted by the AICC
and will be endorsed by the plenary tomor-

TOW.
Cong. targets disinvestm :
poticy:-Pége 8
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By Javed M. Ansari

BANGALORE, MARCH 16. The Con-
gress today rejected the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpavee's an-
nouncement of a judicial probe
into the defence scam. “We do
nat consider the offer of a judicial
probe an adequate response 1o
the crisis,” the party’s chief spo-
kesperson, Mr, Jaipal Reddy, said.

The extended Cangress Work-
ing Committee (CWC), which met
for over three hours this evening,
was of the view that the probe was
“pointless and a calculated exer-
cise” to divert attention,

After the meeting, Mr. Reddv
told presspersons that his party
felt that the nation could not ex-
pect a proper inquiry, as the
Prirne Minister had alrcady given
the culprits a clean chit.

‘XD \ Expres i g surprise at Mr. Vaj-

payee’s anrfouncement, he asked,
“What is there to inguire. The
president ofthis party has made a
clear confession and the Samata
Purty chief Has made a dilatory
confession. What's left o in-
quire.”

“tlow can the judge who is tw
conduct the inquiry expect coop-
eration from a Government that
has already made up its mind on
the subject.” The judge would be
helpless in getting out facts from
the BIP-led Central Government.

Mr. Reddy said allegations
against officials such as “Mr. NK.
Singh and Mr, Brajesh Mishra had
been made by the Samata Party”
and they would “continue o re-
main in office and doctor facts”.

Significantly. the spokesperson
reiterated that his party was not in

The Congress President, Ms. Sonia Gandhi having a
word with Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, at the CWC meet in
Bangalore on Friday. — Photo: K. Gopingthan

the wppling game blt was seek-
ing the Government's exit on e
ical grounds as it had lost i
moral authority. “We have nev
questioned the numerical majo
ity of the Government, what
have questioned is its moral a
thority to continue in office.”

Frontal attack planned

The Congress is all sct to launh
a frontal attack on the Centril
Government at its plenary sessign
beginning here tomorrow. Tlje
party president's speech and lie
political resolution will foohs
heavily on the acis of omissiin
and commission of the Vajpayde
Governiment, "as well as analyge
threadbare the unsecmly specth-
cle unfolding in Dethi’ 'T

Cautious reaction

Though the crisis at the Cent ei
has brought new iife inta the Cop- \
gress workers, with many of thejn
already having convinced lth~
selves that their time is near, sp
nior leaders arc more cautious jn
their reactions. These leaders, in-
cluding some parly Chiel Mings-
ters and CWC members, beliepe
the party should not involve itgll
in the toppling wame, and myst
allow the Government to fall up-
der the weight of its own contip-
dictions. “We are not geliihg
invalved in the humbers, we He-
lieve the Government should go
on grounds of morality,” said the
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mur. Digvijay Singh.

However speaking to reportgrs
earlier, the CW(, member, Mz,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, said, "1 will
not be surprised if the NDA Ggv-
ernment falls befare the comple-
ton of the AICC plenary bn
Sunday. There is no other optipn
before the Government but to fe-
sign.”

Expressing happiness over
Trinamool Congress leader,
Mamala Banerjee, from the Cgn-
tral Government, he, howewger,
said Mr. George Fernandes had to

be pomtless, Govt. should go'

el

quit as Defence Minister because
of the “'pressure {rom the public,
media and politicians’.

The Congress would ideally like
the BJP-led Government to limp
along for some more time, at least
till after the Assembly elections in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam, West
Bengal and Pondicherry, discredit
itself totally and then bow out, Se-
nior Congressmen feel the “ex-
pose’ is a God-sent opportunity,
and they should use il to finish off
the BIP permanently.

The party strategy, al the mo-
menl, seems to be (0 give the
Government a long rope to hang
itsell. They want the crisis to drag

Cong..

on for as long as possible, so that
the government wallows in its mi-
sery, allowing the Congress time
10 take the issue to the peaple,
much in the manner the Oppaosi-
tinn did in the case of the Bofors
issue. The Congress leaders feel
the way the various NDA constit-
uents have begun going for each
ather’s jugular, the Alliance will
soon fall because of its own con-
tradictions.

Some leaders believe that the
crisis will engulf Mr, Vajpayee,
once his Principal Secretary, Mr.
Brajesh Mishra, and his son-in-
faw, Mr. Ranjan Bhattacharva,
v > ~der the scanner.
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NEW DELHI 15 MARCH

E RELUCTANCE of the

}I Congress to get into a pro-
active mode and raise the

discomfort level of the NDA gov-
ernment has raised eyebrows in
political circles about the strategy
of the party in the wake of the
Tehelka revelations and its after-

| shocks.

Despite convulsions in the
NDA on Thursday evening —
with Mamata Banerjee walking
out of the NDA and defence min-
ister George Fernandes tendering
his resignation — the party
seemed set to retire to Bangalore
for its plenary session this week-
end. Apart from reiterating the
stand that nothing short of the-
exit of government was accept-
able, Congress strategists did not
seem 10 be cued with the fast-
paced political developments.

The second disintegration in
the WDA did come as heartening
news for the party, which sat

Mamata announced her exit from
the NDA. However, even as
Congress managers got into the
act of warming its relations with
the Trinamul, it knows of the
complications involved.

AICC general secretary Kamal
Nath spoke to Mamata Banerjee,
obvipusly with the intention of
keeping channels of communiea-
tior: open. However, the party may
have to tread carefully on this
rouie still as any attermnpt to cosy
up to the Trinamul is certain to
close doors to Left parties, espe-
cially the CPI{M). While the arith-
metie is stil! in favour of the NDA
for now, a further crack in its
ranks is bound to have larger ram-
ifications. In such a scenario, the
political  realignment  would
demand that the Congress join
hands with Left parties.

The happiness in the
Congress, in fact, was short-lived
as Trinamul spokesman Sudip

Bandhopadhyay iold a news chan-

nel that Atal Be
the best Prime
try has seen”. He
the Trinamul
“join hands with
Bengal™. On t}j
Trinamul leader

Cong waits & watches, focused'
lore plenary session

i / - r}
DéPolitical Bureaub ! back and watched contentedly as

i Vajpayes “is

inister this coun-
main- tained that
as not going to

the Congress in
e other hand,
Pankaj Banerjee

asserted in Kolka
up with the BJP

Perhaps, due
cations, the Co
stick to the optio
watching for d
unfold. The
continued with i

ta that their tie-
“terminated”.
o these compli-
ess seemed to
of waiting and
velopments to
on Thursday
stand that the

government would have to go, but

refused to make
could appear to
demand.

It said any J

vy moves that
facilitate their

C inguiry into

the Tehelka reypelations was
unacceptable befdre the govern-
ment put in its pgpers. Yet, nei-
ther did the party|press for a no

confidence motio
any move to seek

nor was there
appointraent

from the President to seek the

ouster of the goverpment. |

rhe EL’JEIG/:’IfC Tfm&

15 Moa 200



Cong ready to
Jaya Jaya with

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAI, MARCH 10

‘ FTER days of dithering,
: the Congress has decided

o ride piggyback on the

' Tamil Maanila Congress band-

. inTamil Nadu, TMC presi-

wagon and have an alliance with J.
Jayalalitha's All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK).

Both the Congress and
TMC, ironically a product
of anti-Taya sentiments in
the Congress, tried to jus-
tify the deal saying that
communalist was more
dangerous than corrup-
tion.

Authorised by the Con-
gress high command to ne-
gotiate the sharing of seats
for the assembly elections

dent G.K. Moopanar an-
nounced in Chennai that
he had signed an agreement with
the AIADMIK for allotment of 47
seats to the TMCINCC combine.

The Congress, however, conve-
niently skirted the Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) question, which
was apparently causing concern
for the party. Senior leader Ghu-
Jam Nabi Azad tried to evade
questions on the issue and said
there was no alliance in
Pondicherry, the state where Jay-
alalitha has already offered chief
ministership for half-term to the
PMK. He, however, could not ex-
plain what the party wili do about
the presence of PMK, a vocal sup-

porter of the Liberation Tigers of
Tami] Eelam (LTTE), in the al-
liance inn Tamil Nadu.

Out of the 47 scats allotted to
the Congress TMC combine, the
Congress will get 15. “If the Con-
gress wants 15 seats, we will give
them,” Moopanar said. The
Tiruchi Lok Sabha constituency
was not allotied to the combine, he

POLL-TIME BONDING

added. Declining to comment on
questions regarding Pondicherry,
Moopanar said he was authorised
to negotiate only for Tamil Nadu.
“Ask Pondicherry Congress presi-
dent Narayanasamy,” hc said.
Pondicherry was a different state
and would be dealt with later on,
he said. When asked about former
Union Minister P Chidambaram’s
stand on this alliance, Moopanar
retorted: “Ask Chidambaram.”
Chidambaram has been opposed
to such an alliance.When asked
how the TMC could join hands
with the AIADMEK, Moopanar
said communalism was more dan-

.“But we never said corrup-
as not anissue,” he said.
ked if the TMC stand was
bpportunistic, Moopanar
d out that the parties that
vocifgrously advocated secularism
in 1996 had joined the BJF com-
bine. {1 can list out the statements
made{ by the DMK against the
BJIP”
He hoped Javalalitha
would not repeat the iis-
takes if elected 1o power
again and pointzd out in-
stances where people had
re-elected erring leaders.
When mediapersons said
no “convicted”  leader
had been re-elected,
Moopanar kept quiet.
On the question of
Jayalalitha contesting the
elections, he said it would
be decided by the court of
law, Asked if he would be
choscn to be the chief
minisferial candidate, Moopanar

‘wﬁw
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)/7 Seats on offer insufficient,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8. Intense three-
way negoliations between the
Congress, the TMC and rthe
AIADMEK are on to break the log-
jam in Tamil Nadu. The informal
graup on Tamil Nadu affairs set
up by the Congress president, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi, met this afterncon
to take stock of the situation.

-
Theugh the ]eadenﬁ?*[&ained
light-lipped, the stumbiing block
appeared to be the issue of shar-
ing power with the PMX and the
insulficient number of seals on
offer. 5

Briefing newspersons Ny after-
noon, the party spoke§pirson,
Mr. Jaipal Reddy. said, “Bolly the
Congress and the TMC viewithe
offer of 45 seats as insufticient,”

but hastened (0 add that talks -

were on between the principal al-

fance in Pondicherry. Ms. Jayalalitha had already

hesitant lo nam
would satisty thsg
parried questiong

lies. He said, "Our reservations
aboul the PMK remain.”

The

spokesperson

appeared

By Our Special Correspondent

a figure tha
Congress and
on the issue,

“What we consigier a sufficient

CHENNAI. MARCH 8. The ATADMK general secretary, M. Jayalalitha, |

today clarified that there was no change in the offg
TMC-Congress combine.

The total number of seats stood at 45, sh,
morning. Denying any modification gf her
date the TMC and the Congress in the
whatever she had stated on March 6 held good.

of seats (o the

The Hindu this
oposals to accommo-
1K-led alliance, she said :

Under the March 6 package, the Congress and the|ITMC were free
to float a separate front in Pondicherry while continfiing in alliance

with the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu. Alternatively, the C

ongress could

wait for the second turn in office as part of an AIADMK-PMK alli- :

ruled out any

change in the agreement concluded with the PMK according to
which the PMK would have the first turn in office 'ﬂ Pondicherry. |

says Cong.

number will be known when we
agree o it.” The Congress has
been pressing its claim to have
the first chance to form a govern-
ment in Pondicherry, arguing that
il was the dominant force there.
However, what appeared ta im-
pede an agreement on the issue
was the AJADMEK chicf, Ms. Jaya-
falitha's inability to concede the -
demand.

One of the solutions being con-
sidered is thar the issuc who
should head government be kept
open, and which ever party per-
forms better in the election
should get the first shot at govern-
ment-formation,

in a related development, the
senior TNCC leader, Mr. R. Anba-
rasu, met the Congress president
this evening and urged her to
clinch the issue and go g
with the alliance
ATADMEK.
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Three AICC members switch loyalty

Eight

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, March 4. — Eight
Congress MLAs and three
AICC members today joined
the Trinamul, accusing some
central and state party leaders
of entering into a secret
understanding with the CPI-M
to frustrate their move to ally
with Miss Mumata Banerjee's
party in the Assembly polls.

Those who left the Congress
were: Mr Saugata Roy, Mr
Tapas Roy, Mr Paresh Pal, Mr
Anupam Sen, Mr Sibdas
Mukherjee, Mr Debi Sankar
Panda, Mr Tarak Banerjee, Mr
Sital Sardar (all MLAs), Mr
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, Mr
Pranab Basu and Mr Samir
Kumar Roy (AICC members).
They faxed their resignation
letters to the Congress
president, Mrs Sonia Gandhi
earlier in the day.

Mr Makhanlal Bangal, the
lone MLA of Biplabi Bangla
Congress, a Left Front partner,
too joined the Trinamul today.

Welcoming the Congressmen
to her party, Miss Banerjee
said at a unity meeting that
seven of the eight MLAs would
contest as Trinamul candi-
datee. The Trinamul already
has a poll understanding with
the JMM-S and the Kamtapur
People's Party. The Trinamul
candidates' list will be released
in a few days, she said.

Pledging to give "a last fight”
against the Left Front with the
help of all anti-Left forces, she
alleged that the Congress
leadership had sold out the
party o the CPI-M because it
had refused to put up a
common opposition candidate
against the front.

With today's exodus, the
effective strength of the
Congress in the Assembly came
down from 52 to 44. Earlier, 22
party MLAs had switched
loyalty to the Trinamul despite

MLAs | |o|n
Trinam

Cong

maintaining their old identity
in the House.

Mr Saugata Roy said at a
press conference that the
decision to join the Trinamul
was taken because the people
had accepted Miss Banerjee as
the only credible Opposition
leader. The massive shift of the
Congress votebank to the
Trinamul reflects the people's
demand and aspirations. "The
polls are a great opportunity to
throw the Left Front out, we
must fight it together."

Mr Roy said they could not
have fought against the LF as
Congressmen because party
leaders had been helping the
CPI-M rule to continue. The/
Congress has been making
false excuses on the pretext of a
national compulsion that a tie-
up with Trinamul is not
possible because of its alliance
with the BJP, he alleged.
Pranab reaction: The excdus
from the party was not unex-
pected and it won't have a great
impact on the Congress's perfor-
mance in the polls, the PCC
chief said. The Congress, unlike
Trinamul, is national party and
it isn't possible for it to forge an
alliance with Miss Banerjee, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee said.
‘Nothing new’: Mr Buddha-
dev Bhattacharya described
the Congress exodus as “a
regular affair... It's happening
every day. It's nothing new. It'l]
not hurt our poll prospects
because the Left Front has
faith in political morality.”

The chief minister said in
Siliguri today that the CPI-M
had begun the process of re-
grouping in the Darjeeling
hills. The CPI-M had split the
hills when its rank and file
broke away to from the Com-
munist Party of Revolutionary
Marxists on 9 September 1996.

B More reports,
photograph on page 3
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Kisan rally in New Delhi on Sunday — Photo: 5. Arngja

By Our Special Correspondent HD /‘

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi. today accused the BIP-led coalition at the
Centre of being clueless about running the Govern-
ment. “Inko to sarkar chalane ki tameez hi nahi hai
(They don't have a clue about running a govern-
ment),” she told a large farmers’ rally here.

At the rally, atiended by most of Congress Chief
Ministers and senior lcaders, speaker after speaker
went hammer and tongs al the Government accus-
ing it of pursuing anti-farmer policies. The big guns
who spoke, including the Chief Ministers of Madhva
Pradesh and Rajasthan, Mr. Digvijay Singh and Mr.
Ashok Gehlot, Mr, Madhavrao Scindia, Mr. Balram
Jhakar and Mr. Bhajan Lal, contrasted the farmers’
relative prosperity during Congress tule and the
“pitiable” conditions now, exemplified by the mass
suicides. “This has never happened before,” said Mr.
Singh.

The Congress president lambasted the National
Democratic Alliance Government of driving furmers
to suicide through neglect and ill-advised policies.
Her party would carry on the fight both inside and
outside Parliament. “'Itis the duty of every Congress-

/nﬂn to oppoge-the anti-farmer policies of this gov-
crnmeV

NDA neglecting farme

Alleging that the Gove
eye to impdrts in this vi
manded hegvy importdu
“Everything elsc can wai
said and promised (o W
hring back the smile of f

Accusing the Governm
ers and the country, she ¢
the elections, had promis|

es for farm produce. " Thd

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, waving to the ga erinﬁy/

: Sonia

mmertt had turned a blind
fal sector, Ms. Gandhi de-
Iy on agricultural products.
but not the farnters,” she
fage a relentless battle to
rmers’ faces.

ent of misleading the farm-
tcaalled how the BJP, during
ed high renumerative pric-
siluation is absclutely the

opposite and the farmerg’ debts have increased.”
Turning 0 the controyersial sale of Government
equity in the Bharat Aluminium Company (BALCO),
she wanted to know why the profit-making company
was being sold for a pittdnce. “What is the need to
disinvest government eqyity in companies making a

profit?”’
Mr. Scindia said. “‘the
was BIP ka kehna saaf kis

BIP's slogan out of power
hno kar karza maaf, but in

Government i had changed o BIP ka kehna saaf

kisan ka patta saaf (They

talk of writing off farmers’

debts, bul farmers themselves have been written
off)". Mr, Singh said Copgress woerkers would go
from village to village and fight the battle for the

farmers. Mr. Thakar, refecr

ng to the spate of suicides,

said, “‘(Khalivan ab samsfan ghat bangya hai} farm-

lands have been turned jpto burial grounds.”

6 FEB 20D




AN

Congress loday said it was not
happy with the number of seats
offered to it by the AIADMK but
made it clear the parly and the
Tamil Maanila Congress would
fight the coming elections in Ta-
mil Nadu together.

The AICC general secretary, Mr.
Ghuiam Nabi Azad, told reporters
here that, “the only decision re-
garding Tamil Nadu is that the
Congress and the TMC will fight
the election together. Other
things are yet 10 be decided. “The
Congress was not happy with the
number of seats offered by the
AIADMK and also has a problem
as far as the entry of the Pattali
Makkal Katchi into the ATADMK-
led front was concerned,” Mr.
Azad, in-charge of Tamil Nadu
and Kerzla, said. He was reacting
to a4 question on the chances of
the formarion of a third front in
Tamil Nadu cutside the two led
by the DMK and the AIADMK.

On the leadership issue in Ker-
ala. Mr. Azad said the party presi-
dent, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, would
decide who should be the Con-
gress Legislature Party leader and
KPCC president after the elec-
tons. — PIT

BJP, LDF twin
evil: Sonia
By Our Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, FEB. 24. The
Congress president, Ms. Sonia

0 decision, yet

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, FEB. 24. The}{‘)

N
on/tie-up wit

AIA

Wy

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, waves to the
gathering at a UDF rally in Thiruvananthapuram on Baturday. To
her left are the Leader of the Opposition in the Kerala Assembly,

Mr. A.K. Anthony, and the party general secretary,

Nabi Azad and to her right is the former Chief
Mr. K. Karunakaran. —— Photo: K.G. Santh

Gandhi, today said her party and
the UDF wouid 1ake on the LDF
and the BJP in the coming As-
sembly elections in the State.
Addressing a 1ally here to mark
the conclusion of the 22-day
“"Kerala Mochana Yatra" led by
the Kerala Opposition Leader, Mr.
A. K. Antony, the ATCC president
said the LDT had reduced the

State to a shamble
bankrupt at the end
hesides crealing soql

r. Ghulam

tnister,
sh

s, leaving it
of its tenure,
al and poliu-

cal turmoil. her parfy would fight

the BJP and the
which sustained it |t
represented Torces

organisations

because they

vhich distort-

ed and destroved thie culture and

traditions of the ped

ple, rejecting

the notion of diversity which had

— ﬁ_f‘::?

_._D

L]
MK: Azad
kept India united. She described
the BIP and the LDF as the “twin

evil”, in contrast to the UDF lead- |
ers, including Mr. Antony, who
trained their guns on the LDE, in |

particular the CPI(M), 'The farm-

ers in the State, she said, were suf- |

fering from the crash in prices |

owing to the insensitive and anti-

farmer polices of the NDA Gov- |

ernment. She linked the attack on
the NDA Government's anti-
farmer policies with the Congress’
imperative of fighting the BJP.

“We will comfront the 1.DF and

thi- BIP and give the people of
Krrala what they deserve maost:

pedace, stability, security, invest- |

ment and growth. Freedom is
near, liberation is near, and ‘muk-
thi' is at hand. We are confident

that the people will choose their

fulure well, The UDF is strong,

ready and united to take up the

responsibility of the regeneration
of Kerala,” Ms, Gandhi said.

Mr. Antony said the rally was |

the apt occasion f{or taking a

“pledge of Bheeshma'” to oust the |
1L.DF Government from power s

through the hallot. But, the work

would not be over unless concrete

steps were taken to revive the de-
velopment sectors through a clear
agenda. The scnior Congress
leader, Mr, K. Karunakaran, urged
the UDF workers to ensure that
their votes made their way mto
the baliot boxes. All senior UDF
leaders were on the dais with Ms.
Gandhi, in a show af unitv.
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“Cong., BJP in war

W0 of words 2

- pavee, formally announced

Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vg

Parliament the Government's in-
tention to extend the ceasefire in
jammu and Kashmir by three
more months, the BIP and the
Congress were engaged in a war
ol words.

The BJP spokesperson, Mr, Vi-

' jay Kumar Malhotra, sought to

use the protests of Congress MPs

¢ from Punjab to embarrass the

main Opposition party. Led by
Mr. Jagmeet Singh Barar, Con-
gress MPs, Mr. Avtar Singh Bha-
dana, Ms. Santokh Chaudhray.
and Ms. Praneet Kaur, raiscid «
ruckus during the Prime Minis-
ter's siatement m the Lok Sabha
contesting his claims that the cea-
sefire had paid vich dividends as
far as the scound situation in the
State «ds concerned. The MPs
~untedly referred to the killing of
the Sikhs and Gujjars and de-
manded greater securicy for them.

However, Mr. Malhotra in his

. briefing sought to put the Con-

gress in the dock by claiming that

. the main Opposition party was l

. meeting. "I cannot understand

adopting a pusture in the House |
and different from the one it had
taken at yesterday's all-party

why the Congress MPs were op-
posing the ceasefire in  the
House,” he wondered.

Lauding the Prime Minister for
his initiative, Mr. Malhotra poini-
ed out that Mr. Vajpavee had
warned both Pakistan and the
militants not to test the Govern-

! ment’s patience. He also said the

- hand, made it clear that it had de-

- Mr. Madhavrao Scindia, demand-
© ed a discussion in the House on

decision to cxtend the ceasefire
was taken in respuonse to the de-
sire of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir and not under pressure
from anybody. E
The Congress, on the other

cided to support the extension
because it believed in giving the |
“Government a fair opportunity”.
The deputy leader of the party,

the issue while the party spokes-
person, Mr. Jaipal Reddy, quali-
fied the party's decision to extend
support to the move. "The cease-
fire was a considercd assessment
of the Government'” and his party
had gone along. He pointed out
that the “Government had all the
facts available with it” and vester-
day’s briefing “was in fayour of

extending ceaseﬁre"./
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Cj\

NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. — The
rebel team, led by Mr Saugata
Roy, virtually threatened to
leave the Congress today after
Mrs Sonia Gandhi ruled out an
alliance with the Trinamul
Congress as long as it remaing
in the NDA,
“We have national com-
. pulsions,” Mrs Sonia Gandhi
told the five Congress leaders
from West Bengal who met
her today, explaining why she
would not join Miss Mamata
Banerjee’s party.

The rebel leaders wondered
what the AICC president
meant by “national compul-
sion”. “Does she mean the co-
mpulsion of BJP or that of the
CPI-M?”" asked one. It is prob-
ably the CPI-M, for the party
has 33 MPs in the Lok Sabha.

Asked if they would leave
1 ongress if the central
i Yeadership decides against a

onia rejects
1% quit hint by

¥
tie-up withl Trinamul, they
said it remaips a “possibility”.

But their official statement
said: “Dialogue is on with
West Bengal leaders to evolve
a strategy for best results in
West Bengal against the Left
Front.” The AICC general sec-
retary in charge of West Ben-
gal, Mr Kamal Nath, en-
dorsed the statement.

The rebel leaders later met
Miss Banerjee and briefed her
on the outcome of their talks
with Mrs Sonia Gandhi.

Mr Saugata Roy said: “The
Congress has no optien in
West Bengal but to join the
front led by Miss Banerjee.”
He said the five-member dele-
gation — including MLAs, Mr
Tapas Ray and Mr S K Sardar
— had explained this to Mrs
Sonia Gandhi.

Mr Roy tried to reason with
the leadership that geat adjust-
ments with Mig§ Banerjee
would not a direct. alli-

/MAHA]OT . ‘

{Continued fi'om age 1) i
f,"% .

the ér&ra and leadet- !

ship indicate that the Congress i

wants to contest the polls on its

own. “This :
proposition, he said.

is a hopeless

“This

Surprisingly, =~ WBPCC

president, Mr Pranab Mu_kh?r-
jee, was not invited to join My
Kamal Nath when the rebel
ieaders met Mrs Sonia Gandhi.
Later. she met Mr Mukherjee
and Mr ABA Ghani Khan
Chowdhury and. asked the
latter to prevent Mr Roy from |
leaving the party.

d the proposition. .
The |central leadership's :
argument: “Mr Roy does not
have mdre than six MLAs with |
him wh¢ could leave the par- |
ty.” The| anti-mahajot leaders
were reportedly able to wean
away sone 12 of the 22 MLAs |
willing th quit the party. :

But Roy said: “It is not
the quedtion of a group or of
number,|it is a matter of hard
reality. Congress will get a
thrashing when it goes to the
people sgying the party is op-
posed to the Left Front as well
as the Trinamul-led front.”

“A situdtion may arise when |
Congresgmen would be free to
choose ah independent course L
for a onedon-one fight with the |
Left Fropt in the Assembly '
elections i

B See
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A\_Qng. emissary |

for Chennai soon ,é‘

By Our Special Correspongdent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 13. A Congross
emissary will ravel to Chennal in
the next few days. as ptanned. The
party has taken note of the week-
end “deadline” set by the
AIADMK, and seniny Congress
leaders say they will act “in due
course of time”. The visit, party ,
sources however clarify, has noth,
ing to do with the “"deadline” s

by Ms. Jayalalitha. \%
Having decided to worklin tan-

dem with the TMC, the Congress
is waiting for the meeting of the
TMC executive committee to get
over before the two parties make
their next move. The PMK issue
remains a serious problem for
both parties and unless it is sorted
out, “anything is possible”, says a
senior Congress leader. Both par-
ties, insist sources, have not fore-
closed any of the oprtions,
including a third front or a
"DMK-TMC-Congress minus the
BIP" tie-up as welk.

Sources say the Congress has
been receiving teelers from par-
ties such as the Dalit Panthers
party, the New Justice Party, the
Tamil Desam Party and other
smaller outfits to form a third
front and take on both the Dravi-
dian parties. The votaries of such
an alliance argue that though the |
combination may not be in a po- ‘
sition (o form a government on its |
own, the number of seats it wins
could determijne who eventually
forms the government,

Despite its indiffereng-posture,
it is clear the CongresgAvill have to J
make up its mind,gooner rather |
than later. ‘
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Sonia reshuffles Cong cbrds

bgt avg;\gl; t

Y}
CQM Palitical Bureau 4

NEW DELHI 12 FESRUARY
CONGRESS PRESIDENT Sonia
Gandhi on Monday finally
effected the much-awaited
reshuffle in the top echelons of
the party including the CWC
and the AICC hierarchy, with

; the most siriking feature being a

clear effort on her part to be as
accommodative as possible.
Along expected lines, Ms
Gandhi retained a majority of
the members in the CWC prov-
ing that she, all along, had few
options despite a lot of talk earhi-
er about her “own dream teamn”
following her resounding victo-
1ty as party president. Her deci-
sion to prefer a virtual ‘status
guo’ in the CWC and decide
against upsetting the applecart
as far as senior leaders were
concerned, also means that she
has continued io disregard the
allegations of a coterie sur-
rounding her even if they stick.
Three  wmembers were
dropped from the existing apex
decision making body — Vijay
Bhaskara L Reddy, Sushil
Kumar Shinde and Prabha Rau.
The five brought in as replace-
ments are Kamal Nath, Mahavir
Prasad, Mukul Wasnik, Sarojini
Pulla Reddy and L.P. Sahi.
Wasnik, a Dalit leader from
Maharastra is the only real
vouth representative in the
CWC. The inclusion of Prasad, a
Dalit from Umar Pradesh and
Sahi, from Bihar, has obviously

i been done keeping the caste

equations in mind. Pulla Reddy,
on the other hand, seems to be a
non-entity, whom Sonia Gandhi
has brought in from the cold as
an addition to the Mottamas and
Lakshmi Devis.

However, to offset charges
that the CWC is virtually the
same as well as prevent sulking
and indirect protestations, Ms
Gandhi has added five new faces

as _special invitees incloding

Mani Shankar Aiyar, Bhajan
Lal, Chintamohan, Ram Niwas
Mirdha and Sunil Dutt.

pile

PPt the

A 4

TAKING HURDLES IN HER STRIDE: Sonia scales a steep stair at a

The surprising inclusion has
been neo-convert Jaipal Reddy,
who has been named chief
spokesperson and will now be
the public face of the party. It
was obvious that the articulation
skills of the former United Front
leader overrode other reserva-
tions that the party might have
felt otherwise,

The most worthwhile
appointments, according to
party circles, are those of the
general secretaries. There is a
unanimous feeling that Ms
Gandhi had put considerable
thought while reshuffling AICC
secretariat. The six general sec-
retaries Ambika Soni,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Kamal
Nath, Mahavir Prasad, Mohsina
Kidwal and QOscar Fernandes
besides treasurer Metilal Vora
— not only have a reputation to
be workaholics but are also
known to be extremely accessi-
ble. Mr Azad has been handed

.the charge of crucigl states like

Uttar Pradesh, Uttaranchal
besides Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Pondicherry which go to polls

relief camp in Dhanoti village on Mondgy. — PTI

soon. Kamal Nath, on the other

hand, has been entrusted West |
Assam besides

Bengal and
Orissa, Goa and Delhi. The move
te put the Youth Congress under
film star Sunil Duit’s direct
charge too is expected to make
some difference to the party’s
visibility during campaigns and
rallies.

That Ms Gandhi had been

under some strgin to do a delicate |

balancing act
many shoulders the wrong way
was evident by her move to
announce varigus appointments
mcluding the QWC, AICC gener-
al secretarie§ and different
department heads, in one go
rather than in s piecemeal man-
ner.

As many ps 140 appoint-
ments were made clearly illus-
trating that Ms Gandhi, along
with her advisors, had gone intwo
the exercise in| detail for a con-
siderable periogd of time. Today's
timing = for
changes was also significant, as
Ms Gandhi left for Gujarat on a
three- day tour

d avoid rubbing -

announcing , the |
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/B/engalc_r_gngf MLAS’
ultimatum to Sonia

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, FEB. 7. The Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, has
a week's time to give the go-ahead
to her party in West Bengal for
forming a mahajot or grand alli-
ance, in the coming Assembly
elections, with the ‘frinamoo]
Congress headed by the Railway
Minister, Ms. Mamata Banerjee,
who has an ally in the Bharatiya
Janata Partv — the Congress’ ide-
ological foe.

A

At least 19 Congrgs? fegistakofd
today virtuallv threatened to quit
the party and cross over to fhe
Trinamool, saying the high com-
mand would do well to realise the
ground realities in the communi-
st-ruled State and allow the party
ahead with strategies for a
alliance without bothering
abgut the BIP.

“We should not allow.our un-
derstandable antipathy for the
BIF ta stand in the way of an ad-
justment (with the Trinamaal).
S0, there could be a one-tu-one
fight for all the seats,” Mr. Sauga-
la Roy, West Bengal Congress
vice-president, said in a letter to
Ms. Gandhi.

Mr. Rov, a close associate of Mr.
P. R. Das Munshi, MP, also said it
should not 1ake more than a week
for the high command to decide
on the issue.

Only last month did Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee, president of the State
unit, Mr. Das Munshi and Mr. A,
B. A. Ghani Khan Choudhury, also
a parliamentarian, meet Ms. Ba-
nerjec at her South Kolkata resi-
dence and discuss the mahajot
concept. The leaders reportedly

told Ms. Banerjee that a mahajot

was the only way to oust the com- |

munists. Predictably, Mr. Muk-
herjce’s and Mr. Das Muishi's
arguments raised many eyebrows
as the leaders were known to have

. did not fire {rom

held strong views against the ma- |

hajot concept, saying a secular
party like the Congress could nat
dream of joining forces with the
Tringmaol which had allied with
BIP just for electorat gains.

Ms. Gandhi also had said time

low the Congress in West Bengal

to do business with Ms. Banerjec |

as long as she collaborated with
the BIP.

The pro-mahajot M1As sug-
gested that if the high command
retused to shift its stand, an exo-
dus to the Trinamool would con-
tinue in the days ahead.
According to them, the Congress

would have seat adjustments with approached the

the Trinamon! and not with the
Bjp.

According to analysts, Ms, Ba-
nerjee, realising that Mr. Subhash
Chakraborty, State  Transport
Minister and leadey of the rebels
wilhin the CPI(M) is having sec-
ond thoughts on guitting the par-
tv, is now examining the option of
having the Congress by her side.
Otherwise, ousting the communi-
sts from power would remain a
dream.

P1I reports:
‘Impose President’s rule’

The Trinamool Congress today
reiterated its demand for imposi-

tion of President’s rulg in the
State alleging deterjetdtion of law
and order.

and again that she would not al- |

Gunman|shot a/t/
outside| White
House

By Sridhar Kyishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB.| 7. Police shot
and wounded a gunman outside
the White House
cret Service, aftey preliminary in-
vestigations, maiptained that he
his weapor, but

eve-wilnesses sald two to threp

today. The Se- |

rounds were fired by him. The !

President, Mr, George W Bush,
was inside the White House and
was informed of khe situation.
The gunman was seen wheeled
inlo the George Washington Uni-
versity Hospital with an injury on
a leg. The Secret
was a 47-year-old White man and
was acting alone] It was not clear
whether it was an act of attempt-
od suicide by thg gunman.
According to ¢ne version, vis-

itors and passer
law enforcement
around the Whitg
son with a weapao
Agents rushed to

him to hand ove

-by alerted the
agencies in and
House of a per-
n. Sccrel Service
the South lawns,
man and asked
r his weapon. A

brief exchange of words was said

to have followed
man reportedty 4

when the gun-
aid he wished to

kill himself. The Secret Service

men then swung|

into action, fired

one shot and injured the manina

leg. At no rime
inside the White

wag the suspect
House premises,

it was said.

The city police closed ihe
streets around the White House,
hut the Secret Sgrvice, after a se-
curity sweep, dleared the area,
“The President pvas never in any,

danger.” the White House Pres’
Secretary, Mr. Afi Fleischer, saf,

It was said that the Vice Pr )
dent. Mr. Richard Cheney, wa .|

House and b~

s0 in the White
fater.
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W\ Wrong move

IF THERE is a lesson to be [carnt from the twists and turis of
Tamil Nadu politics, it is this there are no long-term {riends
and enemies: there are not even long-term interests and loval-
ties. On no subject is this more apparent than in attitudes to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam {ITTE). J. Juvalabitha has
always told us that she was and is opposed to the LTTE while
seeking to portray her vpponents ir the DMK as being ~oft on
the morderous outfit. Similariy. the Congress has claimed that
it will never forgive the LTTE for its role in the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi. In 1997, the Congress withdrew suppuort to Inder
Gujral’s Unrited Front Government on the grounds that it
ncluded the DMK which. the interim report of the Jain

Commission suggesied, had links with the LTTE

. Given that background. the events of the last few months are-

fleeply mystifving, The Pattall Makkal Katchi (PMR) has ot

he ruling NDA coalition at the Centre, broker with the DMK

in Tamil Nudu and decided that it will slign with the AlADMEK.
At the sanie time, the Congress hos also suggested that w will
jin the ATADME:led  front, This means that buth
M Javalalitha and Senia Gandhi have agrecd ta hight the forth-
coming Assembly clection in Tamil Nudu as part of o grouping
that includes the PMEK.

New, covstder the PMK's other kwabiios 1 s made no
secret of ity suppart o the LITE und w the mction of o Tamii
Eelam, In 1992, Ms Javalalitha told the Tamil Nadu Assembly
that Dr Ramadoss, the leader of the PMK. continued 1o sup-
port the ETTE — despite that organisation’s role in the Rajin
Gandhi assassination. In September 1952 PMK workers touk
out @ rally in Madras at which (hee not ondy curried large
pretures of LITE leader V0 Pirabhukaran but also photos of
Dhanu, the suicide bomber who midered Regiv Gandha oer
that sme month, My Juvaialitha even wree o the Conte
demanding a ban on the PMK.

My Javalalithy has slightly Joss domanding standurds for
entering into alliances than menn others, 5o, siie was quite will-
ing to enter into an alliagee wath the same PMEK that «he had
wanted bannped in 1992 a moere six vears later, i PU98 Thaegh
that alliance Luter rurned =ours she i st st claane thuy she i~
Constant in her inconsistency. Sadiv, ne s ahbibh avaneblc o
soida Gandhic How can the Congresy possBly justiiv o
allianee that metudes unrepentant
of Rajiv Gandhi?

BAs not toe Jate. Mrs Gang

Aions 1 Taml Nadu,

T stili las tive to reconiicnrs ber
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 4 v

NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — The
* Congress central leadership is
confused about whether the
" party should all\y itself with
Miss Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal and Miss Jayalalitha in
Tamil Nadu.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi foday met
WBPCC chief Mr Pranab Mu-
kherjee. They couldn’t decide
how 1o react to a letter from 18
party MLAs, asking for a ma-
hajot with the Trinamul Con-
gress and the BJP.

Mr Mukherjee said the party's
stand on the mahajot had
changed. “We have already
made it clear that no alliance
with the Trinamul Congress is
possible as long as Miss Bane-
rjee is in the company of the
BJP, ” he said.

In Tamil Nadu, the leadership
faces a new problem with the

gssma

PMK joining hanljs h the

AIADMK. The Cengress dis-

counted  corruption  cases
against Miss Jayalalitha as it
had earlier ignored those
against Mr Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav. It was going along with the
ATADMEK to contest the Assem-
bly pells in Tamil Nadu. Now
with the PMK in the alliance, a
new challenge has been thrown
to Mrs Sonia Gandhi. Mr

Ramadoss and his party are

known as sympathisers of the
LTTE. The leadership would
find it hard to accept this since
the LTTE was behind Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi has called
the Tamil Nadu leaders,
including the PCC chief, Mr EP
Elangovan, and Mr K Thankga-
balu. The two leaders met the
AICC general secretary, Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad, today. The
Tamil Nadu leaders are reluc-

THE STATESMAN
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Miss Mamata Banerjee
tant to quil the alliance just be-
cause the PMK has joined it.
They believe|that Miss Jayala-
litha's changes of returning to
power are stfong.

The state leaders may meet
the Congresg president tomor-
row to brief] the leadership on
the changing political equa-

tions in Tanfil Nadu./

o
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“ HIGH COMIVIAND CAUTIOUS AWAIT

S IVIOOPANAR MOVE

TNCC leaders for

By Javed M. Ansari V\O ‘ \

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Senior All-India Congress
Committee {AICC) leaders today went into a
huddle with Tamil Nadu Congress Committee
(TNCC) representatives to formulate a cogent
response fo the situation arising cut of the
Paattali Makkal Katchi (PMK) joining the
AIADME-led alliance. While the overwhelm-
ing opinion among the TNCG leaders was in
favour of the party chalking its own course.
the Congress central leadership was for a
more cautious approach.

The Congress general secretary in charge of
the State, Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad. said his par-
1y would like to talk to the allies, the AIADMK
and the TMC, before taking a final decision.

Despite the categorical position of the
TNCC leaders, the task before the central lead-
ership is complex. It has to take a decision
without overlooking the scntiments of the
State unit and in keeping with its objectives ar
the national level. The TNCC leaders are ex-
pected to meel the Congress president, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi, tomorrow.

The party seems to have decided 1o keep its
options open for now. The Central and State
leaders appear to have differing perceptions of
the PMK. The Tamil Nadu leaders. in their
meeting with Mr. Azad and the party spokes-
person, Mr, Anil Shastri, made it clear that the
PMK was anathema to them. They seemed to
favour a third front with the TMC, the CPI and
the Muslim League.

The Central leadership appears disinclined
ta do anything thar will precipitate matters.

Despite its long-stated reservations abdqul the
PME, it wants to move cautiously — asdertain
the nature of the PMK-AIADMK ailiance.
whether the PMK has offered outside support,
the number of seats promised to the| PMK,
whether these seats would be from thelallies’
quota or from the ATADMK's, and whetller any
commitment has been made on the question
of Pondicherry (which the Congress says is
“absolutely non-negotiable’.

The Congress’ course of action wiil, to a
large extent, be determined by the pésition
taken by TMC leader, Mr. G.K. Moopdnar. A
clear picture will only emerge after hip talks
with Ms. Gandhi tomorrow. The viabjlity of
the third front depends on the TMC beinpg part
of it and, therefore, the Central leadership
wanls to know where he stands beforq com-
mitting itself.

Not wooing AIADMK,
says BJP

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8 While asserting tha{ there
was no guestion of deserting the DMK |or try-
ing 1o wou the AIADME, the BIP noted|today,
almost with satisfaction, that far from getting
a boost with the entry of the Paattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK), the AJADMK-led camp was in
disarray.

“The Tamil Maanila Congress and thi Con-
gress may now have second thoughts [on re-
maining in a front of which the PMKisja part.

and as lor the C PI(MJ, eldo know where
it will go,"” the BjP spokpsperson, Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, said. Therg was “every possi-
bility” of a third frant emgrging in Tamil Na-
du. This depended on whart the TMC decided
to do, he said.

On the possibility of the BJP trying to bring
the AIADME back to the NDA fold, Mr. Krish-
namurthi said: it is out of the question, out of
our consideration, and bevond the realm of
imagination.”

He said that in 1998, the AIADMK leader,
Ms. Iayalalitha, had consulted the parties in
her front before taking the BJP on board, but
this time she did not bother to consult her
probable allies — the TMC and the Congress
— befare deciding to admit the PMK.

“Did Ms. Jayalalitha want to present her
other allies with a fait accompli? Was she pre-
pared to sacrifice the TMC and the Congress
and present them with a ‘take-it-or-leave-it’
choice? The AIADMK has not played fair with
them,”” he said.

The BIP feader indicated that it would “‘wel-
come’’ a TMC decision to go back 1o its former
ally, the DMK, But, the party was not willing to
go into any details nn sharing of seats in that
eventuality.

The TMC hoped to contest af ieast 50 1o 60
seats, the BJP had “identified 60, Mr. Krish-
namurthi said, and there was the MDMK and
the TRC hesides the main party, the DMK.

TMC not for third fmnt:Pdeﬁa’
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By Neena Vyas g(g

KUMEH NAGAR (Aliahabad), JAN. 21. The proposed
visit of the Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, here tomorrow morning is fast be-
coming a political issue. Will she be coming
here ta send a message that she has embraced
Hindujsm? Will the visit send a signal that she
is certainly no longer a “fureigner” but a per-
son who has accepted Indian cuhlure and tra-
ditions?

Same polivical leaders feel her visit will be
symbolic. “She wants 1o send out a message
that she is not alien to India, that she belongs
here, that she wants w be where the masses
are, she wants (o mijx with the people and with
the sadhus and sants of this country, that she
has accepred Hinduism as her own religion,”
says Mr. Reoti Raman Singh, Samajwadi Party
leader and MLA in the Uttar Pradesh Assemb-
ly. But he adds: “Whatever she may do, the
tact is that she does not have an appeal, her
inability to speak Hindi fluently. to hold a con-
versation in Hindi, comes in the way.” His
view is that it is not mother Sonia, but daugh-
ter Privanka whe is “the crowd puller”

Mr. Pramod Tiwari, Congiess Legistature
Party leader in the State Assembly, is certain
the visit will take place and “she will go to the
Sangam, {the confiuence of the rivers Ganges,
Yarnuna and mythical Saraswati}” hut wheth-
er or not she takes 2 holy dip at the Sangam
will entirely be a personal choice, he adds.

The district administration has not vet
cleared her visit. The reason being given is

that no VIPs are being allowed 1o isit as it
would disturb the arrangements. Tdo much

attention gets diverted fo VIPs, some police
afficers have said.
But Mr. Tiwari thinks this is a lame| cxcuse.

“We will take strong exception to the fact that
the Union Minister, Dr, Mueli Manohar Joshi,
was allowed to go to the Sangam on fanuary
14, one of the main hathing days, and|Soniaji
is heing disaliowed.” He points out that to-
marrow, when she proposes to visit, is pot one
of the main bathing days. Moreover, she will
not be addressing any public meeting apd “we
are ready to accommodate the district dmin-
istration on the timing of the visit and the
route to be taken. We are even ready fonher to
go o the Sangam by boat so that she does not
have to enter the Mela grounds,” he adds.

[f Ms. Gandhi was not permitied 10 go to the
Sangam, the Congress would protest, he said.
“Why the double standards? 1f no VIRs are
being allowed why was Dr. Jashi perntitied to
£0 and why have hall-a-dozen State Ministers
been alfowed?” The Mela is open to ong and
all, irrespecrive of caste or faith, and rhe Con-
gress will not 1olerate the BP-led district ad-
ministration ereating a wrong precedent. |'Itis
not the administration but irs pelitical bisses
who are coming in the way,” he says.

The reaction of the Vishwa Hindu Parighad

retary, said the visit would be welcomed]
she feels like a Hindu from her heart

—

Y

/f’olltlcal overtones to Sonia’s Kumbh v

a ——
sit
should we abject?” But Mr. Sgr/en AJain, Baj-
rang Dal chief, said, *
herself and take the Congress |down the
Hindutva road, we have no objectibn. We are
glad she is recognising Hindutva to be the na-
tional mainstream, that she muy learn that
Babri aggressivenesy (Muslim {fundamentai-
ism} is not the mainstream.” After a dip in the
Sangam. Ms. Gandhi should "help build the
Ramr tempie at Avodhva”, he added.

Ms. Gandhi's programme includes a visit to
Anand Bhavan, ancestral home of the Nehras,
a visit fo the Sewa Dal camp at the Kumibh
Mela, a visit to the Sangam, and perhaps a visit
io the Shankaracharya ol Jvotishpeeth, Swa-
roopanand Saraswati.

if she is comipg to purify

The VHP is trying to spread the view that the -

Jvotishpeeth Shankaracharva was a Congross-
man, but at the Shankaracharya’s camp it was
pointed out that two days ago the State As-
sermnhbly Speaker, Mr. Kesri Nath Tripathi, vis-
ited the Shankaracharva. “Does thar make
him a BIP follower? Anyone is free 1o come
here for a darshan, It Ms. Gandhi comes she
tag will be welcnme,"”

Visit confirmed

Our New Dethi Special Correspondennt
writes;

Ms. Sonia Gandhi will go tao Allahabad to-
marrow for the Kionbh Mela, it has been con-
firmed. Her visit had sparked a coniroversy,
with the district administration expressing

1y Cinabilin” to provide adequate Se(:LlI’il’}‘/
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Basu shapes Subhas'r

Arindam Sarkar Q @Q\/
Kolkata, January 25q (&

THE CRISIS in the CPI(M)'s
North 24-Parganas unit is over.
Subhas Chakrabarty is back in the
district secretariat. And, Jyot Basu

was the man who made this
possible,

The crisis in the unit had snow-
balled after Chakrabarty  was

dropped from the secretariat three
vears back. Bul after a marathon
meeting  at Alimuddin Street
chaired by Basu today, pcace was
restored with Chakrabany’s rein-
statcment. He will contest from
Belgachia East, his Assembly con-
seituency, North 24-Parganas dis-
trict secretary Amitava Basu con-
firmed. Chakrabarty, the man in the
cye of the storm, skipped the meet-
ing. “Differences in the party unit
weakened our organisation. In the
last Assembly polls we won only 24
of the 28 seats. All differences have

been settled now. Now, will put up a
united fight,” Basu said after the
meeting. “The decision {to induct
Subhas in the district panecl} was
unanunous.” Basu's interference
and Chakrabarty’s reinduction have
dealt a body hiow to the Amitava
Basu and the Amitava Nandi fac-
tions. Both bad wanted Chakrabarty
taken to task for what they called
anti-parly activities.

Relaxed after the Sahara Cup
finals at the Yuba Bharati
Krirangan, Chakrabarty said he had
not been attending district commit-
tee meetings for Guite some time
now and today'’s conclave was no
different. Told that he has been
accommodated in the district secre-
tariat. he said: “T will live ap to the
responsibility the party has given
me.”

Betore the mecting, Jvoti Basu is
reported to have told party appa-
ratchiks, including State sceretary
Anill Biswas, North 24-Parganas

eturn//t[") tells Pak 1o

district '\t,CTLfd]’}k Amitapu l-éa' and

Amitava Nandi that
take heced of Chakrah
ances. The octogenaria
there  wias  reason

Chakrabarty was saving,

wart didn’t want the p
any hasty step that majs
CPI{M) dear in the 28
Pargunas Assembly segy

Chakrabarty sces thuy
victory for the districy
berth would give him an
leverage scats for his sy

But morce importantly,

gna tong way in holding
the party, especially whg
gruntled leaders have
him to leave. In fact, §
his associates are work
keep Subhas from folig
footsteps of Saifuddin
South 24-Parganas distr)

Samir Putataunda is ¢
ting ready to join£hoy
month.

hev shbuld
arty’s ghicv-
h Jeader et
in hat
The stai-
hrty to take
tht cost the
North 24-
nents.

as a small
cormmitice
ple room to
bpoticts.
this would
him back in
n many dis-
boen urging
wurces satd,
ing hard to
wing in the
Chowdhury,
ct secretary
wTtedly pet-
vdhury next

|
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WELCOMING INDIA'S extelx‘
sion of the ceascfirgin Jammu and
Kashmir by a month, the US has
dsked Pakistan to “wsc ils influ- |
ence” with militant groups In
order to halt the ongoing violence
and further the peace process,

"We believe the peace process
would be greatly enhanced if the
militant groups respanded posi-
lively to India's announcement by
taking steps 1o halt the violence,"
State  Department  spokesman
Richard Boucher said.

The US, he said, would cneour-
age all the parties to take initia-
tives to reduce violence and foster
4 process to end the conflict in
Kashmir. Although Islamabad
maintzins it has no hold on the
militaat groups, Washington is not |
oblivious to the fact thal the |
groups striking in the Valicy have I
been operating from across the
barder. Detailed report on Page 15—
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By Our Staff Reporter VQ

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. The senior Con-
gress leader, M. Jitendra Prasada,
who was admitted to Indrapras-
tha Apollo Hospital here in a crit-
ical condition last week, died this
aficrnoon following a heart at-
tack. He is survived by his wife, a
son and a daughter.

Mr. Prasada, who slipped into a
coma after suffering a brain hae-
morrage last week, was on life-
support ever since he was trans-

ferred to Apollo from Ram
Manochar Lohia Hospital.
At 11-12 a.m., the 62-year old

Congress leader — who contested
against the Congress president,
Mrs. Sonia Gandkhi, in the party
elections held in November last
— suffered a massive heart attack
after the damage to his brain be-
came irreversible and the sup-
portive measures failed. All efforts
made 1o revive him through ex-
ternal cardiac massage, defibrilla-
tion, intra-cardiac adrenaline and
external pacemaker proved futile
and he was finally declared dead
at i2-15 p.m. On hearing about
his death, a huge crowd ot Con-
gress workers collected ocutside
the hospital. Among the first to
reach the hospital and censole
the grieving relatives was Mrs.
Gandhi. Several senior party lead-
ers, including Ms. Ambika Soni,
Mr. Madlal Vora and Mr. R K.
Dhawan, visited the hospital.
The bodywill be kept at the
AICC  headquarters on  Akbar
Road tomorrow for peaple ta pay
homage. It will be taken to his
home constituency in Shahjahan-
pur for cremation.Among the first
ones to pay homage were the Del-
hi Chiefl Minister, Ms. Sheila

Tuesday. — Photo: R.V. Moorth

Dikshit, and the former chief of
the Uttar Pradesh Congress Com-
mitte s, Mr. Salman Khur eed.

Mrs. Gandhi also visited Mr.
Prasada’s residence arcund 7.50
p.an. where the bady was kept.
Other Congress leaders who paid
tributes included Dr. Manmohan
Singh, Mr. Madhavrao Scindia,
Mr. K. Natwar Singh and Mr, N, D,
Tiwari.

Cutting across party lines, lead-
ers of other political parties also
visited Mr. Prasada’s house to aof-
fer floral tributes. Prominent
among them were the president
of the Nationalist Congress Party,
Mr. Sharad Pawar; the Chief Min-
ister of Jammu and Kashmir, Dr.
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- Cong high com
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 11. — The
Congress High Command has
- onee again turned its back on
the idea of a mahajot.

But its main sponsor, Mr ABA
Ghani Ehan Chowdhury is
undaunted. Today, he met Mrs
Sonia Gandhi and invited her
to visit West Bengal to make a
“realistic assessment of the
ground realities in tho state”.

“This time I did not valk to her
abeout the mahajot. I[nstead, |
invited her to visil West Bengal
for a realistic assessment of the
situation there. She will visit
- the state spon and [ am
confident that after personaily
assessing the ground realities
there, she would agree to the
mahajot’, Mr Khan told The
Statesman after his meeting
with Mrs Sonia Gandhi this

‘TIE-UP ONLY IF MAMATA DUMPS BIP'

MIDNAPORE, Jan. 11. — Mr Pranab Mukherjer todav g

reporters that the Congress can tie up with Trinamui inly | if

Miss Mamata Banerjee severs her link with the BJP.
recent meeting with Miss Banerjee was only a “courtesy cal
He said he did not propose any alliance, — SNS

evening.
Earlier in the day, Congress
spokesman Mr Anand Sharma,
asked about the possibility nf a
mahajot at a press conference,
said that “the Congress stands
by its stated policy of having ne
truck with communal parties™,
In fact a section of the
Congress leéadership sees the
talk of @ mahajot as some state
leaders’ way of bargaining for a
berth in the CWC which Mrs
Gandhi is in the process of
constituting.
When

the statements

supporting a mahajnt, by
leaders  like Mr  Khhn
Chowdhurv and Mr Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi., ware

pointed out, Mr Sharma said|it
were those lcaders’ individual
opinion and net the party
official position,

Asked if action wogld he
taken against any of thege
leaders for publicly speaking |
favour of a mahajot. ¥
Sharma said: “Ours is
democratic party and leade?
may express their individug
opinion on issues. But when

{

sl o die deata, all of them
f rane by the decision of the
grship”
The Congress spokesman once
again refused o commit the
party's support for President’s
rule in West Bengal. “It’s for
the government of the day to
aszesk the sitnation and take
necessary siaps. We will decide
our sland a¢ the right time. If
the BJP wantz to know our
stand  hefore  taking  its
decisions.  the government
should leave the job of running
the government to us,” Mr
Shaima 2a:d.

When asked about Mr Das
Munshi's meeting with Miss
Mamats Rancriec in the wake
of the recent “killings” in
Midnapore's  (Garbeta, M
Sharma sauwd “In our party
penple are nol barred frop
meeting anyone.”




/Cong scou}é for Feb’s plenary meet venue

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 8 JANUARY
HE CONGRESS has decid-
ed to draw the curtains on
its organisational elections
by holding its plenary session
next manth.

The party’s working com-
mittee, now converted into the
steering committee, met this
evening and agreed to hold the
three-day session from
February 9 onwards.

However, a decision on the
venue for the event was not
finalised, with the steering com-
mittee passing on the responsi-
bility to party president Sonia
Gandhi.

The plenary, a major event
for the party, will cutline the
party’'s policies as well as future
course of action for the next
couple of vears on political as
well as economic front.

Making the announcement,

o

PALM GAZING: Sonia Gandhi
and Pranab Mukherjee
(fromt) at the CWC meeting in
New Delhi on Monday.

— AFP

The Eccnvitic i

the party’'s media department
chairperson Ghulam Nabi Azad
said that several PCCs as well as

that Bangalore is
frentrunmers for

ister S5.M. Krishna is among
those state leaders| who have
shown keenness to hold the ses-
sion, what has appealed to the
party high command is the fact

that the Congress conclave
could act as a mo booster for
the South where three states

including Tamil Nadu, Kerala

1 IE l’ﬁﬁé

and Pondicherry will be going to
assembly polls immediately
thereafter.

Among others who are also
wanting to host the session are
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharastra besides the PCCs of
Tamil Nadu as well as Kerala.
However, the drought situation
in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan seem to bhe a
discouraging factor while the .
leadership is not keen on |
Maharastra because of the NCP
angle.

Mr Azad also indicated
today that the CWC members
would be nominated before the
plenary session.

Ms Gandhi has already been
authorised by the AICC mem-
bers to nominate all 24 mem-
bers to the apex decision making
body and the expectation is that

the new team will place for
the plenary.




AICC plenary sessmn fro

f\\

HT Correspondent
N\

New Delhi, January 8

A CONGRESS Working Comm-
ittee (CWC) meeting today decid-
ed that a three-day plenary session
of the Al India Congress
Committee (AICC) would be held
from Februaty 9-11.

Converted into a Steering
Committee after Mrs  Sonia
Gandhi's election as Congress
president, the CWC instructed the
AICC secretariat to finalise the
venue for the plenary in consulta-
tion with the State units willing to
host the meet. The session is likely
to be held in Karnataka or
Maharashtra.

A senior leader said, the forma-
tion of the new CWC, the requisite
authorisations for which had been
received by Mrs Gandhi from the
AICC delegates, wasn't discussed
at the meeting. "How can CWC
discuss its own formation.” he
asked, while ruling out the possi-
bility of voting for the six elected
seats (minus the six elected slots
reserved for weaker sections) in
the 24-member body.

Even AICC spokesman Ghulam
Nabt Azad did not foresee any
elections for CWC in view of the
AICC delegates’ decision to
empower Mrs Gandhi to make the
choice on their behalf. "But we did
not discuss the nomination bit at

41 February 9

Congress president Sonia Gandnhi presiding over the Congress Working Committee meeting at the party

headquarters in New Delhi on Monday. Photo PTI

the meeting,” he clarified.

From all available indications, it
seemed that the Congress presi-
dent would put together the work-
ing committee before the AICC
session. "The plenary has to be
organised by the party general see-
retaries,” remarked another senior
leader, adding: "It would appear
very odd if CWC isp't formed
before that. As of now, the general
secretaries are merely members of
the steering panel.”

At today's meeting, the only
guestion before the members was

whether to hold the AICC session
before or after the Bldpetr Session
starting in the third week of
February.

It was finally decided that the
meet would be |held before
Patliament went im¢ session, pri-
marily with the objective of kicking
off the party's campuafign in time for
the Assembly elegtions in five
States.

A session in Kafnataka would
suit the Congress af three of the
five States going tg poll, Kerala,
Tarmil Nadu and Pdndicherry, are

in the Sourh. The dates have been
decided keeping in mind the fact
that the plenary, besides discussing
political issues, would focus on
cconomic marters likely to domi-
nate the Budget Session and the
campaigning for the Assembly
elections in five States, including
Assam and West Bengal.

New Delhi, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and Madhya Pradesh
expressed their willingness to hold
the meet, however, the majority
opinion at today's meeting was in
favour of Karnataka, j
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WITH ALMOST ALL the State units of the party
having passed resotutions authorising Ms. So-
nia (zandhi to constitute the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) entirely with her nominees
{rather than hold elections for at least 12 out of
the 24 seats), the entrenching of the parry in
the servility 1o dynasty mode is complete, The
Congress constitution, indeed, provides for
nominations by the party president of at least
12 members to the CWC. The supposed ratic-
nale of this is the ensuring that such persons
who do not command a large support base
within the electoral college but are possessed
with leadership qualities are involved in the
decision-making process in the party; the pro-
vision for nomination was included in the par-
ty constitution also in order tu ensure
representation for party units from Srates
where the party organisation is not all that
strong. But then the manner in which the par-
ty’'s leaders in the various State units were vy-
ing with each other in getting the AJCC
members (the electoral college for the Working
Coramittee) to endorse the idea of & nomi-
nated CWC and not elections appears to have
been only a means adopied to display “loyal-
1y’ to the supreme leader. And sections in the
party considered part of Ms. Sonia Gandhi's
inner circle have been alse found orchestrat-
ing such a campaign and ensuring that resolu-
tiofts by the State units were conveyed to Mr.
Ram Niwas Mirdha, the Electoral Officer.

It may be trure that Ms. Sonia Gandhi het-
self is yet to take a formal position on these
resolutions; she has not indicated hier mind on
whether she is going to accept the idea of a
CWC whose members are all nominated hy
her. But then, the manner in which she has
allowed her campaign managers to reduce the
electlon to the party president's post — the
drumming up of support for her and the cam-

THE |-

LY

p 1gn they were engaged [n against Mr. fitein-
Prasada, cven “encograging” those who
accused him of being an agent of the Congress’
enemies and all such insintiations — to a meze
farce peints uncomfortaply v Ms. Sonia
Gandhi's own role in this{ Ms. Sonia Gandhi
was also there to willinglvlapprove (if not or-
chestrate) the idea that presidents of the vari-
ous State units be nomingted by her rather
than be elected to the poge That Ms, Sonia
Gandhi has refrained from| expressing disap-
proval of the ongoing projedr will be read as an
indication of her mind. And by doing this, she
is only injecting fresh tife ingo the “high com-
mand syndrome” that is thelparty’s bane since
the days of Indira Gandhi and is now amocng
the causes for its presem pul nbund state.
"'_\ l \ \i\ !

The tendency td scuttdd inner’ party de-
mocracy is neither 4 new debvelopment in the
Congress noris it a means respried to by mem-
bers of the Nehru-Indira dvnasty alone. Ao
all, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rag. even when he
effected a decisive break witl] the nomination
culture in the party at the ARCC Tirupati ses-
sion in 1992, obtained the repignation of two
elected members to the CWC — Mr. Arjun
Singh and Mr. Sharad Pawar 1+ only to nomi-
nate them to the body once |again. After the
Tirupati AICC sessian, the Congress as a party
was showing signs of getting jout of the high
coramand mode every now apd then only o
return to its own self soon aftet. It is this proc-
ess that seems to have taken a feating with the
return of a member from thejdynasty at the
helm. The members of the Congress are in-
deed well within their vights to fally around the
supreme leader. But then. they cannot afford
this luxury and yet hope wo retfieve the party
from virtual decimation. The choice has never
been more stark.
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By Javed M. Ansari

8. The Congress(li has welcomed
the latest diplorbatic measures announced by the

- {;overnment against Pakislan. "We have noted the

diplomatic steps taken on Thursday by the Govern-
ment and we think they arc juslified,” the party spo-
kesperson, Mr. Jaipal Reddy, said here today.,

‘The party, however, expressed dissatisfaction with
the response of the United States, saying it had not
done enough to get Pakistan to crack down on those

" respansible for the attack on Parliament. "It is mak-

ing all the right noises but has not taken effective
steps,”” Mr. Reddy said.

The statements were in line with the Congress(1)'s
strategy of lending broad support o the Govern-
ment in the standoff againat Pakistan. The party ap-
pears unperturbed over the Government's fuilure to
consult the Opposition before announcing its deci-

! sion. In fact, the Congress(l) madce it clear thar it did

not expect te be consulted on every decision taken
by the Government

The leadership is keeping a close watch on the

" situation and trying o keep itself abreast of the de-

velopments by consulting defense and strategic af-

ong. backs diplom
fensive against Pak.

fairs experts as well as fo

president, Ms. Sonia Gang
it fo China and cancelled

view of the current situa

Party insiders said thag
te the Government, the (]
perturbed at not being ¢

being sounded out on th
the Guvernmeal's moves

of its diplomatic offensiy
delicate balance betweel
ment and yet not being p

hysteria.

The senior leader, Dr.
ment in Bangalore on Th

atic

rmer diplomats. The party
ihi, has postponed her vis-
her year-end vacation in
ion,

having extended support
ongress([) was not unduly
onsulted on the details or
¢ possibility taking part in
¢ send MPs abroad as part
re. It is tryving to strike a
supporting the Govern-
arty to the creation of war

Manmohan Singh's stale-
tiursday, in which he cau-

tioned against any loose talk about war, reflects the
party’s concern on the attitude of some “hotheads”

in the Government.

T'he leadership believes

uation the nation is faced
in Government should |

“We must speak with m

that given the delicate sit-
vith, the response of those
e sagacious and mature.
and strength, in a

ATLLT A
manner becoming of a mapﬂ#c?nd strong nation,” a

senior leader said.
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‘/Sonia back to

Govt—bashlng

£

HT Correspondent q
New Delhi,December 20/ L5

A DAY after lending her unstinted
support to the Centre’s efforts to
combat terrorism, Sonia Gandhi
today hit out at the Government
on issues from Poto to CAG and
the Intelligence failure that led to
the December 13 terrorist strike,

In her hard-hitting speech. she
underlined her party’s role to
keep “vigil” over the "adminis-
trative, political and diplomatic
steps” the Government takes to
meet “the needs of the extraordi-
nary situation™ stemmming from
the attacks.

Sonia flayed the Govermment
for revealing “precious little of
substance” during the debate on
the terrorist attack, The Con-
gress would very carefully moni-
tor the developments cn this, she
stated, adding that no party had
suffered as much as theirs at the
hands of terrorists.

The Congress leader assailed
the Government for failing to act
against terrorism despite advance
Intelligence from the Maharash-
tra Government. “It was the fail-
ure of Intelligence which led to
the tragedy of Kargil,” she said.

While reviewing the session
which was adjourned ahead of
schedule, the CPP chairpersen
sought to dispel impressions of a
deal and indicated that while the
party may have shelved some of
its key issues — like Poto and
CAG — to join the national
resoive to fight terrarism, it
would net give up on them.m.

The unfinished agenda reflect-
ed itself in the speech. For
instance, Sonia may have

w\/eframed from mentioning Mm

VL

h’

isters like George Fernandes or
Harin Pathak by name, bur she
was critical of Atal Bihari Vaj.
payee for being “"so weak’ as to
reinduct them into the Cabinet
after asking them to ieave it in
the first place..
UIE the Prime Minister has
succumbed to internal politica.
pressure to accommodate these
flawed persons, then it gives the
country no confidence jin the
ability of his zovernment t
resist unhealthy influences in
other areas of concern,” she
said. "Even in buying coffins for
our martyrs this government hasg
not been above board,” she said.
While the Congress was Keen
to discuss these issues in the
House, the Government’s
adamant stand led to its procras
tination. Such tactics may have
saved the Government ths
embarrassment of exposure iy
Pariiament, but it will continus
to haunt it and lower its esteer
among the people, she said.
Pointing oul that Poto did no
stop the terrorists from attackin
Parliament, Scnia reiterated the
Congress’s principled objec)
tiors™ to Poto as unilaterally conf
ceived by the Government ang
called for a de novo examinatiot
of the law.
If she attacked the Govern-
ment for its failure at the WTO's
Doha round of ialks, she alsd
urged her MPs to ensure that thi
people’s desire foir a responsibie
secular governance was achieved
in the forthcoming Assembi}
elections, She volced her annosy-
ance at the persisting problem 4f
poor attendance in the House.

Bl
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By OuR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 2: Senior chief ministers in
Congress-ruled states are being looked upon
as potentiat threats to the pardy leadership.
This seemns to be the perception among the
AICC mandarins who have sensed that the
Congress is becoming popular since people
are disillusioned with the BJP’s “Hindutva™
and the regional chauvinism of its allies in
the NDA.

The bottom line of the political hypothesis
in the Congress is that “no chief minister
should be allowed to continue for a full
term.”

The continuation of a chief minister in
office for a long time has always proved
counter productive for while serving their
term, the chief ministers get to know the
weaknesses of ihe party leaders. This is the

(¢ ongress not keen on full te

Sonia loyalists are now

couraging

dissidents to cut party CMs to size

reason chief minisiers should not be given a
long rope, some senior party leaders feel.

~ The Congress is in power in Maharashtta,
Karnataka, Madhya ‘Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattishgarh, Delhi, Assam. Pondicherry,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and shares it

- with Laloo Prasad Yadav’'s Rashtriya Janata

Dal in Bihar.

The party is now optimistic of winning the
forthcoming Punjab and Uttaranchal Assem-
bly polls.

A Cabinet rank minister in a Congress-
ruled state confirmed the current thinking
among Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s
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Naxals blast house
of Orissa minister

W Continued from Page 1 .
Dhali’s wife, son and nephew to
vacate the house and destroyed the
building by detonating dynamite.
However, the minister was not pre-
senf at home at the time of the
attack. The Naxalites left a banner
near Mr Dhali's -house, saying
their attack was their tevenge
against the police oppression on
the PWG activists and exploitation
of the tribal population. “We
aftacked Mr Dhali’s residence as
his party has- deployed Central
Reserve Police Force to subdue
our struggle against the explojta-
tion and oppression of the tribals,”
the banner reads.

in Chhatrisgarh, the PWG Nax-
alites triggered a landmine explo-
sion on Kutru-Bedre road and fired
at two police stations in tribal-
dominated ‘Dantewada district on
Saturday night. :

[n Andhra Pradesh, outlawed the
PWG activists killed a civil con-

-tractor, made an abortive bid to

ambush three police stations
begides destroying two houses of
Telugy Desam  MLA.  Two
activists shot dead contractor K.
Bikshapati, 42, at Kazipet in.
Medak <distriet on Saturday night.
In a bid to foor weapons., the PWG
actiyisis opened indiscrimimate fir-

ing at three police stations, two in
Vishakhapatnam district and one
in East Godavari district.

Their attempts were thwarted by
the police, but the they managed to
escape under the cover of dark-
ness. : :

Naxalites also  completely
destroyed two houses of TDP
MLA Y.V. Satyanaravana at
Koyyur in Vishakhapatnam dis-
trict. A mandal revenue office
building at Gudem Kotha Veedhi
and a telephone exchange at R.V.
Nagar in the same district were
also blasted with explosives which
caused extensive damage to both.
A group of 20 to 30 armed Nax-
alites also opened fire at
Ramavaram police station in the
district which prompted the police
1o retaliate. The police said therc
was no casualty in the attacks on
police stations in the two districts.

They said Naxalites also blew up
a guest house and office of a paper
mill at Viduranagara in East
Godavart district.

The fresh wave of attacks by
Naxals in the state has come in the
backdrop of stern warning by the
state DGP H.J. Pora that PWG
activists would have 1o pay a
heavy prive For their unabated acts
of “mindless violence.™

ambassador to India Richard F. Celeste at the inaugur
New Delhi on Sunday. (PI1) .

Gandhi used to replace chief ministers.
In Delhi, chief minister Sheila Dikghit has

high command wants 10 send out a folitical.

message by weakening her authority|" party
insiders feel.
Ms Dikshit and Rajasthan chief mpinister

Ashok Gehlot have been in officd since
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1998. while Madhya Pradesh chief minister
Digvijay Singh has been in the office since
1993. All three leaders are seen as an “eye-
sore” {or some leaders.

After facing open challenges from Rajesh
Pilot and Jitendra Prasada initially, Mrs
Gandhi's loyalists are alming 16 cut party
chief ministers to size by encouraging dissi-
dents in different states and later, accommeo-
dating them in power. This is a party ploy to
help check chief ministers.

The design w promote rootless feaders has
been reflected in the composition of the
Congress Working Committee by Mrs
Gandhi herself. The party’s highest deci-
ston-making body has been dominated by
Rajya Sabha members. “They are obliged
(by the nomination to the Rajya Sabha) and
therefore cannot pose any threat to the high
comni-ad,” a senior party MP said.

Tie LIGHTER $IpE: Union finance minister Yashwand Sinha shares a light moment with former US

tion of the India lconoinic Swmimnit at a hotel in

m for CMs |




