By Neena Vyas HD 4

NEW DELH!, Nov. 27. The “saffroni-
sation” of texthonks controversy
raised by the Opposition parties
has been seized upon by the Bha-
ratiya Janata Par(v as an encash-
able efectoral isstie in the coming
Assembly elections. Every effort is
being made to emphasise that
“Hindu”, “Tain’ and "Sikh” sen-
timents would have been irrepa-
rably hurt if the “offending
passages” in the school history
texts had not been deleted.

The BIP chief whip, Mr. Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, said today thata
meeting of partyv MPs had been
called for tomorrow to discuss the
issue and ask them ta “aggres-
sively” take it up in their constitu-
encies.

It seems the party is preparing
to use both the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance (POT(O) and the
history rexthooks issues as emo-
tive ones [or the coming elections,
especially in Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh. The textbook issue will
be used to convey the message
that the Opposition wanted re-
tention of passages that were ""an-
ti-Tat” or “anti-Jain.” Clearly, the
party is hoping (o win the Jats and

the Jains ovet {o its side.

Mr. Malhotra, criticised the in-
clusion of passjges in texthooks
which described some of the Tir-
thankaras of the Jains as not his-
torical  figures but  possibly
invested to give the new religion a
flavour of antiquity, He also con-
tinued to assert that it would hurt
Hindu sensibilities to teach small
children that during the Vedic pe-
riod, cattle sacrifice and beef eat-
ing were accepted practices.

Party leaders here are arguing
their case for a correction of his-
tory books not by questioning the
veracity of facts presented but
“because people’s sentiments
would be hurt.” Mr, Malhotra
said: ""We feel no negaltive aspect
of any religion or religions leader
should be included in any text-
hook.”

The party has not responded to
questions  whether  children
should or should not be taught
the prevalence of the caste system
and the practice of untouchabil-
ityagainst the ‘shudras’ by the up-
per castes. There was no answer
o the question whether this
should also be omitted for fear of
hurting Brahmins, The BJP has
gone 1o the exient of saying that

“BIP to cash in on textbooks row

the history taught to school chil-
dren should assert the historicity
of the Ramavana and the Ma-
habharata. “"How can we allow

school boeks to say that Ram was

not a historical figure or that the
battle of Mahabharata never took
place,” Mr. Malhotra asked.

1t seems the party has officially
decided to allow history and my-

thology, fact and fiction 10 mix

freely in the interest of "'nat hurt- |

ing any communily.” The party’s

view is that Mr. P.N. Oak, the '
“historian” who claims the Taj |
Mahal 1s a “Hindu monument- :

"should be given as much weighi-
age as Ms, Romila Thapar or Mr.
Irfan Habib.

One leader admitted today that
till the textbook controversy
broke out, the BJP had nothing
going for it in Punjab, one of the
four States where Assembly elec-
tions are due eatly next year. And
why should the BJP alone be tar-
geted. After all, the Congress Gov-
ernment in Delhi got a passage
“offending” 1o Sikhs removed
from textbooks with an eye on the
Punjab elections. ‘‘Now we have
this issue to rake up in Punjab, the
political situation for us has im-

proved,” he claimed. /
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ﬂdvuni condemns

“wVHP's uchon v

STATESMA NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. ~ The
Union home minister, Mr LK
Advani, today condemned the
VHP action of entering the iso-
lated area in the makeshift
Ram temple in Ayodhya. He
said the party had no right io
interpret the ruling of the High
Court and the Supreme Court
in their own way. He assured
the Rajya Sabha that the Su-
preme Court ruling in this re-
gard would be honoured by the
Centre,

Responding to a calling atten-
tion motion initiated by the Op-
position on the issue, Mr Ad-
vani said, “The incident had
caused concern and [ never had
a feeling of condoning the act.
It should ncver have takon
place in the first place. [ had
condemned the VHP action
when [ first heard it while ad-
dressing a foreign correspon-
dents' meet and criticise it even
today.”

While maintaining that the
Supreme Court directive was
not breached, Mr Advani said,
“The conduct of some promi-
nent people had caused con-
cern. It is also important that I
make my position clear on the
subject as the persons involved
are perceived close to me.”

The home minister distanced
himself from the party mem-
bers’ view that the VHP memn;-
bers did not breach the law and
were merely interested in hav-
ing darshan from a closer dis-
tance.

The Opposition members said,

My LK Advani

if the law was not breached,
there was no reason to suspend
the officials and lodge an FIR.
The home minister said secu-
larism was the biggest force in
the eountry and making the mi-
nority community feel secure
was a priority for them. Main-
taining law and order and up-
holding the Supreme Court di-
rective in this regard were pri-
marily the responsibility of the
state government and the Cen-
tre was only the custodian of
the property around the temple
premises, he »aid. Security ar-
rangements have been en-
hanced following the incident,
he added.

Mr Advani said the govern-
ment was of the view that the
Ayodhya problem could be

solved e ther throug mutudl
consensus among all the par-
ties concerned or on the bagis of
adjudication by courts. A judg-
ment from the court was, how-
ever, unlikely in the near fu-
ture as several cuses were al-
ready pending, including one
on title.

The Opposition charged the
BJP and Sangh Parivar with
raking up the Ayodhya issue
with an eye on the coming As
sembly polls in Uttar Pradesh.
“ The BJP Gevernment hopes
to win the UP polls” by raising
the Ayodhya issue at this junc-
ture, Congress and CPI-M
meimbers sgid.

Raising the issue, Congress
member, Mr Suresh Pachouri,
said. “ Actions of the Uttar Pra-
desh government have mativa.
ted the VHP activists. The
state government is not sericus
and the VHP took advantage of
the situation.”

The Opposition, led by the
Congress, however, staged &
walkout, expressing displeas
ure over the home minister’s
remarks. Barring the Shiv
Sena leader, Mr Satish Prad-
han, other alliance partners of
the NDA distanced themselves
on the issue and chose not to
comment.

Actress Shabana Azmi said
the home minister’s statement
was contradictory. Muslin:
were feeling insecure and the
community at large felt uncom-
fortable as it had to clarify its
position every time some fun-

damentalist made cerlain re”
marks on any issue.
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7 BJP rides POTO

to flaunt nationalism,
v\ taunt Congress 4[|

By Smita Gupta
Times News Network
AMRITSAR: For the BJP the
coutroversial  Prevention  of
Terrorism Ordinance (POTO) has
become the perfect vehicle to
carry its creed of “pationalism”
and also a stick with which to beat
the Congress, its main rival in
national politics, in the run-up to

asscmbly  elections  in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Punjab,
Manipur and Jammu and

Kashmir, all slated for 2002.

In fact, BIP parliamentary party
spokesperson  V.K.  Malhotra
announced that POTO would be
an election issue. And if a message
emanated from the two-day meet-
ing of the national exccutive of
the BJP which concluded here on
Saturday, it was that parly workers
should fan out across the country,
“raise the temperature on the ler-
rorism tssue” and create public
opinion for the passage of POTO
by pesing the line given to party
mernbers by home minister LK.
Advani on Friday: “Those who are
opposing POTO arc appeasing
terrorists.”

The tenor of the resolution that
was passed on terrorism matched
this rhetoric, stating that while
India had chosen for the moment
not 1o pursue the policy of hot
pursuir, “if the sitvation demands,
circumstances corape} and nation-
al intercst necds, nothing should
come in the way of the country
going all out 1o eliminate terror-
ism from both inside and outside
the country™.

To back this, the resolution
pointed out that “the US., aided
by the UK..has chosen to pursue
the policy of hot pursuit, crossing
countries and continents in their
fight against international terror-
ism therchy justifving their
stand™.

But even as it was clear that ter-
rorism was top of the parily's agen-

da, with party presidenf Jana
Krishnamurthy announcing that
November 18 would be observed
as  “National Unity against
Terrorism Day™, differcnces
belween the Prime Minister and
the home minister on the
approach to be adopted emerged.
H Mr Vajpayee siressed the need
for a consensval approach involy-
ing the opposition parties, Mr
Advani made it clear that that
those who did nat support POTO
were “appeasing terrorists™,

But even if this could be inter-
preted as the two men addressing
different constituencies in tan-
dem. what added to the confusion
was Mr Krishnamurthy denying
that Mr Advani had used such
strong language, even though law
minister Arun Jaitley, while brief-
ing the press on Friday night on
the home minister’s intervention
on the subject, quoted him as hav-
ing said as much.

Meanwhile, it was evident that
the BIJP was trving hard to ignore
the murmurs of protest against
POTO coming from its allies in
the NDA — whether it 18 the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagham,
the Telugu Desam Party, sections
of the Samata Party or even the
Akali Dal.

It has decided instead to con-
ceatrate  its  gunfire on  the
Congress, which a senjor cabinet
minister described as “our most
reasonable partner in the oppost-
tion™, given that it was the party
which had given the country
POTO's predecessor, TADA. And
in LiP it will use the same issue to
attack the Samajwadi Party, which
1s also opposing POTO.

Clearly, for the BJP, which has
to fuce crucial assembly elections
next year, it is hoping the terror-
ism issue will help it emerge as the
sole protector of the national
interest and make its rivals look
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~ Diastance

with party
makes \/
PM late

-\ FROMRADHIKA | .0
(V" RamMasesHAN A\

New Detlhi, Oct. 21: The flag w:
suppased to fiy high and flutter in
the golden jubilee glory of the
Bharatiya Jan Sangh, the precur-
sorof the BJE.

" Instead, the flag went up in the
absence of its most famous bear-
er — Atal Bihari Vajpayee —
prompting him to speak of a
“communication gap”’ between
the party and the governmernt.

The BJP national council, wh-
ich assembled at the Talkatora In-
door Stadium this morning for a
pep talk from Vajpayee, had toput

up with a burst of pique from him
because of the logistical gaffe.

Fo the surprise of the gather-
ing of Cabinet ministers, office-
pearers and chief ministers, Vaj- !
pavee arrived just in time to deliv-
or his concluding address instead
of flagging off the ceremony '
which had begun at 11 am. This,

espite him being a Jan Sangh
founding-member along with
L.K. Advani and Kushabhau
Thakre, who were on the dais .
with BJP chief K. Jana Krishna-
murthi.

Vajpayee voiced his hurt right
at the start; “Lam sorry, perhaps it |
is my fault for not comprehend-
ing the programme’s schedule
properly 1 was given (o under-
stand that I would deliver the con-
cluding remarks and Advani was
to give you marg darshan (guid-
ance). [ was all set to leave in the
morning but I think there was
some mix-up and I could not be
presentat the auspicious moment
{when the flag was hoisted).” The
flag wasraised by Krishnamurthi
who joined the party only in 1964.

“There is definitely a commul-
nication gap. This is an example
of how distance develops be-
tween the party and the govern-

| ment. Not that I mean to blame
the arganisational functionaries
but the fact that 1 was not there
when the golden jubilee celebra-
tions were inaugurated is a mat-
ter that needs to be looked into at
~onee,” said Vajpayee.

A BJP office-bearer held the
PMO responsible, “We submitted
2 detailed schedule to the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO} well in
advance. But, somehow, they
don’t seem to have conveyed the
message to the Prime Minister
and, therefore, some other progr-
amames were fixed for him, When

owr office-bearers went to receive T HL: TELIGHRAP
L. bty

him at his residence for the inau-
guration, they were told that he - -
was busy and would come in time
for the concluding address.”.
PMOQ sources were succinet: “Vaj-
paveejihas conveyed what hehad
to in clear words.” R e

Observers felt that the incid-
ent reflected the “tension”
between Vajpavee and the BJP
president.

Advani temple thrust
Advani used today’s event to ham-
\mer home the BJP's indebtedness
to Ayodhya. He stressed the need
to project the temple issue “in the
right perspective and carry it for-
ward”. (See Page 9) - e
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By Qur Special Correspondent \’“7

NEW DELHI, $EPT. 28. The Centre's decision (o
ban the Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) evoked o mixed reaction from political
partics. While the BIP, welcomed the decision,
the Opposition parties described it as a “polit-
ical motivated move taken with an eve on the
caming Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections.”
The Opposition was unanimous in suggesting
a ban on the Bajeang Daf too.

The BJP was unreserved in welcoming the
ban an ihe SV, which, it alleged, had links
with the [ST of Pakistan, {1 was confident that
the Government had “adequate proaf” of this
and the SIMI's invalvement in several bomb
blasts here.

“The SIMI has become a recruitment centre
foor future terrorists,” the party general secre-
tary, Mr Narendra Maodi, said, even as he came
down heavily on “parties” — the finger was
pointing at the Samajwadi Party and the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party particularly — who have
“not vet decided whether they are with the
terrorists or with the humanitarians.”

Lven as the BIP demanded a ban on other
organisations as well which were active in the
North-East, in Jamimu and Kashmir, and those
behind ihe Coimbatore biasts, it categorically
stated that there was no need lor a ban on
arganisalions such as the Bajrang Dal and the
Vishwa [lindu Parishad because a tribunal
had found them working within the Constitu-

Oppdsitlw

ban

n Bajrang Déf too

tion, Mr. I\’IO\I‘I said, in the case of the Shiv
Sena, the Sri Krishna Cominission hadd not
said that it was a lerrorist organisation.

Mr. Modi refused to name the organisaiions
the BJP thought were it for a ban. Tle was also
not willing 1o admit that the SIMI ban may
have more 1o do with the coming Uttar Pra-
dush elections and less with terrorism. The
BIP-ted Governrment, fre said, bad nat ime
posed the ban with the narrow purpose of po-
larising the votes in U.P. along communal
lines.

1H-rimed, says Cong.

The Congress termed the action as “ill-
timed.” [n a statement, the party spokesper-
sor, Mr. Jaipal Reddy, said “the international
situation was very tense” and it is not in the
natienal interest (o disturh the  domestic
scene. He chatged the BIP with being far more
intercsted in reaping the electoral harvest in
V.1 by seeking ta divide people en communal
lines.

Accusing the BIP of abandoning even the
pretence of sectarian neutrality, Mr. Reddy
said that while banning the S[M1, the Govern-
ment had turned a blind eve 1o the 'nefarious
recurd” of organisations such as the Bajrang
Dral. The Congress maintained that the "'naked
attempt to fan communal discord would not
help the BIP in U.PY

The CPHM) has demanded that the Govern-
ment come out with [l infermation on the
basis on which it has imposed the ban. in a

statement, the pdr% 5 l’ulnhum pmntcd ot
that there were organisations such as the Baj-
rang [al, whose activitics were inimical to the
natienal unity. and charged the Centre with
remaining silent on such disruptive activities.

The party alse condemned the Vindiscrimi-
nate” police firing in Lucknow where three
vowth have lost their lives. The Rajnath Singh
Government, given its communai bias, will try
1o use the prevailing aunosphere to target the
minority - community. Al the  democraltic
forees must strongly resist such moves, it said.

[he Bahujan Samaj Party (B3P charged the
Government with taking a ' poiitically motiva-
ted step” with an eve on the coming Assermnbly
elections, especially in U.P. and Victaranchal.
The move was an altempt wo diverl the atten-
tion of the peopie from the Govenunent which
has tailed o perform, i said.

The party’s Vice President. Ms. Mayawati,
sharing the CPL MY s view that activities of the
Bajrang Dal and Sangh Parivar outtits such as
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and RSS were not
heing taken inio aceount, acrused the BIP-ied
government of adopung double standards by
not imposing 4 ban on these outfits, especially
the Bajrang Dal. Phe move would vitiate the
communal harmony. The Government did not
even bother (o take 1the Opposition leaders in-
to confidence when the Prime Minister held a
meeting vesterday to discuss the situation in
the wake of terrorist anacks in the United
States. she said,
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- Party has

In an interview with
Hindustan Times,
Jana Krishnamurthy

 denies that the BJP top

brass 1s unhappy
because the PM didn't
consulf the party over
the Cabinet reshuffle

HT: There's unrest in the BJP,

- and its allies, over the recent

Cabhinet reshuffle. Was the
BJP consulted before the
reshuffle?

JK: No, the party was not con-
sulted. But there’s no need to con-
sult the party over a Cabinet
reshuffle. Appointments of min-
isters and reshuffling of portfo-
lios is the sole prerogative of the
Prime Minister in any demaocra-
¢y, There’s no scope for anyone to
have a grouse in this matter, And
there’s no question of any mis-
understanding in the NDA.

Does the reshuftle convey any
message?

Too much is being read into the
reshuffle. The media is making
efforts to attribute motives
where there are none. Everyone
knew the reshuffle was coming.

But there’s an impression of
unhappiness within the partv.
The party has no say in these
matters. This was made very
clear at the Bangalore national
executive meeting. In matters re-
lating to the Government, the PM
is the final authority If it’s a pol-
icy matter, then all NDA partners,
including the BJP are consulted.
But a reshuffle does not consti-
tute policy. And I'm sure that the
reshuffle is in the overall interest
of the country and the NDA.

Governance may be the PM’s
prerogative, but it's the party
which has to canvass support
and defend the Government’s
performance. What’s the par-
ty’s current priority?

My empbhasis is on meeting
grassroots workers all over the
country. I want all leaders and
ministers to meet mandal (divi-
sion)-level workers all over the
country by November.

The only party concern which
seems to have been acco-
mmodated in the reshuffle is
Jagmohan’s transfer from the
Urban Affairs Ministry. Has a
clean minister become a lia-
bility for the BJP?

This is a wrong perception. The
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PACIFIED: Dethi BJP teaders Sahib Singh Verma, Vijay Kumar Maihotra, Lal Bihari Tewari and Madan Lal
Khurana came out of the Prime Minister’s residence after meeting Atal Bihari Vajpayee gn Saturday.

party never demanded Jagmo-
han’s removal. Tourism is imp-
ortant for the economy and hav-
ing a person with a vision in that
ministry will help.

But his transfer from two key
ministries in controversial
circumstances conveys a dif-
ferent imnpression. Is the BJP
still the party with a differ-
ence?

Certainly, both in outlook and in
attitude. In our national council
meeting, we adopted the Chennai
Declaration, resolving to make
the 21st Century India’s centurv.
The BJP’s policies are centred on
the country. That is its basic dif-
ference with other parties,

What about corruption, the
slipping moral high ground?
Has the BJP recovered from
tehelka setback?

We've left tehelka far behind us.
The allegation was only with
regard to Bangaru Laxman, He
subjected himself to the inquiry
commission, and is quite confi-
dent that he'll acquit himself
honourably. There’s been no
damaging impact on the party.

So, will Bangaru be rehabili-
tated?

He attended the naticnal execu-
tive. And after he is acquitted, he
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will be involved in party work.

Aren’t you pre-empting. the
Venkatswami Commission in-
guiry by such statements?

There’s no direct evidence, it's
only hearsay, On allegations ag-
ainst defence personnel, the Min-
istry of Defence has taken act-
ien. In such a huge exercise in
governance, there are hound to
be human failures. The test (of
probity) is how the Government
reacts when something like this
happens. Unlike earlier Govern-
ments that tried to hide facts,
obstruet inquiries and run away
from Parliament debates, this
Government acted with alacrity.

How are you sure that the
party has moved beyond tehel-
ka?

Post-tehelka, there were Ass-
embiv pells in five States. The
Opposition did not make an issue
of it, neither did the people. Thev
know the matter is before an
inquiry commission.

But what about allegations of
corruption? The murmurs
have only increased with the
BJP cornering most of the
economic portfolios in the
recent reshuffle.

There is no compromise with
corruption. Those who make ail-

egaiions must produce evidence.
But unfortunaiely, party politics
in this country is being degraded
to such an extent that people
level allegation after unfounded
allegation, just to create suspi-
cion in the public mind. This is
being done out of sheer political
self-interest.

With the kind of freedom of
expression we have in this coun-
try, nobody in public life is safe
today. Anvone can say anything
about anybeody, and it gets public-
ity. All of us - politicians, media
and opinion makers - must act
more responsibly. We owe it to
the country. By recklessly accus-
ing each other in this manner, we
only create an impression before
the world that India is nothing
buit corrupt.

S0, you mean that there ought
to be political consensus on
not raising corruption as a
political issue?

No. But there must be a sense of
responsibility while making alle-
gations in public. produce evi-
dence, prove the allegations, and
then let law take its course. My
point is that anvbody who makes
allegations must be made
responsible for production of
evidence to back his charges.

In hindsight, was raising the
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s, says BJP president

PM mollifies Khurana & co

Amitabh Shukla
New Delhi, September 8

VIJAY KUMAR Malhotra,
Madan Lal Khurana, Sahib
Singh Verma and Lal Bihari
Tewari today denied reports
that they had resigned from
their positions in the BJE The
statement was issued after a
one-hour meeting with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavee
who succeeded in mollifving
them.

The four senior leaders had
reportedly handed over their
resignations to BJP chief Jana
Krishnamurthy, who not only
rejected the resignations but
also tore the letters.

The news of the resignation
in this morning’s newspapers
put the leaders on the defensive
as their meeting with the Prime
Minister had already been
scheduled for the afternoon.

Khurana said Vajpayee gave
them a patient hearing and
assured them that their griev-

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

ances would be looked into. The
Prime Minister said he has
asked both Krishnamurthy and
LK Advani to sort out the prob-
lems.

While Khurana was reluctant
to divulge the details of the
meeting, he said that he and his
colleagues drew Vajpayee's
attention to the importance of
the Delhi municipal polls that
are due early next vear. For the
BJF, these polls are as erucial as

the Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttaranchal.

The leaders also complained
about Jagmohan, who had
reportedly tried to equate them
with the building mafia and
biamed them for his ouster from
the Urban Development Min-
istry. They alleged that Jagmo-
han himself was responsible for
the growth of unauthorised
colonies during his tenures as
the Lieutenant Governor of
Deihi.

The Prime Minister reported-
ly asked them not to raise these
issues as they were irrelevant
now that Jagmohan had been
transferred to another ministry.

All four leaders resented the
recent Cabinet expansion in
which several established lead-
ers had been left out in favour of
virtual green horns,

But Vajpayee assured them
and urged them to go back to the
field and strengthen the organi-
sation ahead of the coming
polls.

Bofors issue an act of respon-
sibility?

That was different. The Press
praduced prima facie evidence,
Even then, the Government of
resisted inquiry.

What about moral high
grounhd and symbolism? There
are allegations even against
those close to the mightiest in
the land. When the BJP in-
vokes Ram and Gandhi,

shouldw’'t Caesar’s wife be

necessarily above suspicion?

[ didn't say anything about Ram.
A ton of allegations is nothing
compared to an ounce of evi-
dence. If you have even an ounce
of evidence against Ranjan Bhat-
tacharya, go ahead and file 4 case
against him. He'll face the
charges. Is it a sin to be the Prime
Minister's son-in-law?

You say you didn’t say any-
thing about Ram. Will the
Ram temple be an issue in the
UP Assembly polls?

T've made it clear that we will not
make the Ram temple an issue.

But the RSS and the VHP have
different ideas.

The RSS and VHP are free to act
on their own.

8o, you're going the whole hog

with caste in the UP polls. But
what about the Hindutva
patent? What's gone wrong?
Has ideology been junked?
Nothing’s gone wrong. Whether
we admit it or not, there are
castes in Hindu society. It has
always been there and will con-
iinue to be there. In the selection
of candidates, castes do play a
pari. But our party has been
focusing on the backward castes
and twying to improve their posi-
tion. UP CM Rajnath Singh is
introducing job reservations for
the most backward castes.

How crucial are the UP polls
for influencing the course of
politics at the national level?
How are you preparing?

UP is very crucial, for us as well
as the others. Others feel that if
they can defeat us. they may be
able to influence national
politics. 1 have already toured
all the 403 Assembly segments in
UP with four senior leaders. We
are the most organised party in
Ur

Are you looking for more
alliances?

We already have alliance part-
ners, In case there's requirement
for more alliances, our local lead-
ers will hold talks, finalise the
arrangement and inform us.
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Is the party happy with the
Government’'s approach to
economic reforms?

How can there be absolute happi-
ness unless the whole economy is
grand. There is a problem and
the Government is taking steps
to improve the situation. Politics
and economics cannot be sepa-
rated. We've inherited a planned
economy, We're trying to move
ahead through gradual liberali-
sation. But the basic question ig
still that of poverty and unem-
ploymenti. But 'm happy that the
Governiment is moving in the
right direction.

How would vou describe the
state of the NDA?

it's one the great experiments of
the BJP, and is doing very well.
The PM is even trying to take the
help of the Opposition, especial-
ly the Congress. There can be
some basic issues on which there
may nct he any confrontation.

Like corruption?
There’s ho compromise on cor-
ruption.

Ramakrishna Hegde says the
Congressisation of the BJP is
complete.

Hegde is free to make his ow
comments. The BJP isnotb
ered about his comments,
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Mr. Sahjay Nirupam, to the Prime
i Minister has failed to narrow Lhe
| widening rift between the Bhara-

tiva Janata Party and its ally in

Maharashtra. For even before the

ink on the letter had dried, the

Sena chief, Mr. Balasaheb Thack-

eray, let it be known in Mumbai
| that he was ready fo see the 15-
- year-old alliance break, if it came
© 1o that.

Senior BIP leaders freely admit
that there is no certainty about
th- i-ection the relationship is
taking. It will not be a surprise il
the “temperamental” Sena chief
makes “any announcement”’, se-
nior party leaders said.

Allegations remain

What has irked the BJP lead-
ership is that even in the so-cailed
letter of apology, Mr. Nirupam ex-
pressed regret only for causing
“hurt” to the Prime Minister. Far
from taking back the allegations
he had made against the Prime
Minister's Office during the de-
bate in the Rajya Sabha on the
Unit Trust of India scandal, the
letter dated August 6 said: “In my
statement (during the debate in
the House}, I had mentioned the

, telephone nurober of an official of
the PMO from which telephone
calls had been made 1o the former

| chairman of UTI. My question :
was related to only one issue, was

this conversation connected in
~any way to the Cyberspace-UTI
i scandal, and T had demanded a

probe into this aspect.” His letter
goes on to add that in fact the
Prime Minister himself an-
nounced a probe into this in the
House and “for this I am grate-
ful”,

And if he had hurt the Prime
Minister's sentiments by asking
this question, which appeared to
be so since he had offered to re-
sign after his speech on U1Tin the
Rajva Sabha, he offered an “un-
conditional apology.” Perhaps o
make it crystal clear that the apol-
apy tetter was not his own ides, he

~"BJP-Sena rift widens despite J‘apologr)"

that he had been directed by the
Sena chief to send him the letter.

But as BJP leaders made if
clear, the guestion was not onc off
atlegations by Mr. Nirupam or an
apology — the party spokesper-
son, Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
said the B[P had not demanded
an apology and it was now for the
National Democratic Alliance (o
consider the entire issue, includ-
ing the apology letler — it was re-
lated to the Sena’s desire 10
remain in government and re-
serve the right to criticise as if it

tween the two parties was the
Scna’s desire to topple the Con-
gress-led Government in Maha-
rashira and the BJP’s view that
this was neither possible nor fea-
sible, a senior party leaders said.

It has also been made clear that
now no backroom talks are laking
place to mend the relationship. In
fact, it secems that the leaders of
the two parties are hardly on talk-
ing terms. The BJP made its view-
point clear: It wili not make the
lirst move to break (ies with the
Sena. The NDA has never pushed

added a [ontnote in his own hand
at the bottom of the letter to say

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MumBAI, AUG. 7. The Shiv Sena supremo, Mr. Bal
Thackeray, today categorically told his party’s bellig-
erent ally, the BJP, ""vou can snap the alliance, if you
so desire’’.The Sena chief, however, defended his Ra-
jya Sabha member, Mr. Nirupam Sanjay. In his view,
the MP had not erred for his barbs were against the
Prime Minister's Office and not the Prime Minister,
He asked the BJP not to be over-agitated, reminding
it that the over 15-year alliance was an ideological
one.

“We respect and love Mr. Vajpayee,” he said reit-
erating that the Vajpayee Government should con-
tinue. Mr. Thackeray was speaking to mediapersons

was part of the Opposition.
The crux of the proklem be-

Snap ;[ES if yoa—wéni: Thackeray

oul anyene from the alliance. 1t is
for the Sena to think and act.

at a hook-release function here.

He said it was the BJF which had come to the Sena
for the alliance about 15 years ago when the former
had no strength worth the name in Maharashtra and
it owed its present political standing in the State to
the Sena. “They must know their limits as we know
ours: I am an independent man and take my own
decision.”

To a guestion on the Sena's continuation in the i
NDA at a press conference here before the Agra sum-
mit to air his strong views against any parleys, Mr,
Thackeray had said, "‘our problem is that if set loose,
this creature (the BJP) runs away and if held tightly,
it tends to bite.” /,J"

PLA—

o

ki

- § AU



Scripting the BJP meltdown

Rashid Alvi of the Bahujan Samaj Par-

ty to put his finger on the nature of

the increasingly irreversible melt-
down of the Bharativa Janata Party. Mr.
Alvi was participating in the Lok Sabha
debate last week on the UT] scam, and
was responding to the argument — made
earlier rather cogently by the Law Minis-
ter, Mr. Arun Jaitley — that Mr. Yashwant
Sinha was not guilty of any wrong-doing
because he had done nothing different
from his Congress predecessors. Address-
ing himself to the BJP, Mr. Alvi reminded
the treasury benches that the voters had
banished the Congress to the Opposition
corner precisely because it could not
stand up to the corporate crooks, and if
the BJP was nat prepared to do things dif-
ferently, then the next time the same vot-
ers would inflict the same retribution on
the BJP.

Mr. Alvi could be dismissed by the smug
BJP benches as a partisan voice. Butonly a
few days earlier the BJP leadership itself
had heard simiiar sentiments from its own
National Executive. The leadership’s re-
sponse was an admonition from Mr. L. K,
Advani, exhorting the BJP cadres to gradu-
ate out of their own 'opposition mindset’
and to start learning to appreciate the
Government’s difficulties and achieve-
ments, And when it looked like Mr. Ad-
vani’s admonition had not worked, the
Prime Minister threatened to walk away
from the job. Well, Mr. Vajpavee may be
entitled to his tantrums, but the threat
cannot reverse the BJP meltdown.

It is obvious that even after three years
of rule at the Centre the BJP has not come
anywhere near fulfilling a task it defined
for itself in the Chennai Declaration: "“the
obligation to give a new direction to poli-
tics and governance in India”. The tehelka
episode earlier revealed that the crooked
impulses that once were the Congress-
men's calling card had been easily inter-
nalised by the BIP deshbhakls: now, this
US-64 business reveals that the linkages
between the venal elements and the Fi-
nance Ministry have been working over-
time., Within 18 months, the Chennai
Declaration has become a dead letter.

No other judgment is possible. The Shiv

IT WAS left to the little-known Mr.
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By Harish Khare

The crisis is deeper and goes beyond Mr. Vajpayee’s%
failing health or the presumed skeletons in the
PMO’s cupboard. It has to do with the total 1
irrelevance of the Hindutva/BIP ideology. Y9

Sena feels no ethical diffidence in com-
plaining that while it was the second
largest party in the ruling coalition it did
not have a single "fucrative’ Ministry. Nor
is there any remorse that the UTI investot
community is the very core of the BJP con-
stituency — upper caste, upper slice of
income, educated. This constituency has
been palmed off with a lawyer's defence.

After all, the BJP's promise to jis constit-
uency was that it would redefine and re-
cast three basic sets of relationships in a
wholesome manner so as to take {a) the
corrupt out of the state-citizen equation,
(bj the crook out of the economy-con-
sumer transaction, and (¢) the criminal
out of the society-individual interaction.
The party has betrayed its cadres and its
canstituency on all three counts, because
the top leadership has wantonly
given ih to expediency and op-

portunism of the commonest kind. The
only tangible achievement is the fact that
the terms of electoral mobilisation have
heen so redefined that the Muslim under-
world, by and large. no longer enjoys the
kind of political patronage and protection
available during the Congress years of as-
cendancy; otherwise, the promise re-
mains unfulfilled as life in the small towns
as in the big cosmopolitan cities remains
precariously hostage to the criminals and
lumpens, in and out of uniform.

What is more, the party opted for status
quo. It would not make any attempt to
rearrange the institutional parameters. lis
record suggests that it lacks the moral ri-
gour and the ethical vision and the indi-
vidual perseverance to rescue the
institutional arrangement from its stagna-
tion, leave alone re-energise the instru-
ments of the Indian state. Only during the
Kargil crisis did it show flashes of creative
brilliance when some bright thing must
have stumbled upon the idea 1o send the
soldiers’ bodies to their native villages for

patriotic funerals. The 1999 electoral vic-
tory, unfortunately, only reinforced the
cynical manipulator’s clout within the de-
cision-making apparatus.Consequently, it
is no surprise that the adverse judgments
in various States have been comfortably
attributed to the inexorable anti- incum-
bency factor. This has induced a morally
debilitating thought process: it does not
matter what you do or do not do, the voter
is out to throw you out; hence, why make
any extra effort to produce good govern-
ance. This mindset — and not the ‘opposi-
tion mindset’ that Mr. Advani keeps
lamenting — has produced policy paraly-
sis, moral indifference and political un-
imaginativeness.

Nor is it a surprise that there is no syn-
ergy within the BJP. Mr. Vajpayee, the lib-

eral; Mr. Advani, the hardliner;

STATECRAFT Mr. Jaswant Singh, the Ameri-

cans’ favourite: Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi,
the RSS-Hindutva favourite; and, that
loose cannon, outsider-insider Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, all have been content o
pursue solo agendas, each happy with his
ordinariness,

This ordinariness is depressing encugh;
but what is bizarre is that each of these
principals is prodding and egging on their
apologists to argue that the other fellow
has prevented their principal from making
a fundamental breakthrough; this in-
spired name-calling continues to define
the sangh parivar and its drum-beaters’
discussion of the Agra summit; nonethe-
less, this unredeeming preoccupation
with individuals has only prevented the
party from collectively addressing its basic
existential problem.

Nat only that, power and office have not
enhanced anyone's stature; Mr. Advani
has been found out to be not exactly the
tough man he has been marketed to be.
The bright stars like Ms. Sushma Swaraj,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan and Mr. Arun Jaitley
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have used their energy and cunning to
stay just one stiep ahead of administrative
gmbarrassiments; except making effective
telegenic apologists they have not been
able to break out of the institutional in-
ertia. Otherwise, the non-entitles like the
Kashiram Ranas and the joel Orams re-
main non-entities. Bxpediency has be-
come the opium of the rufing ministerial
Masses.

The crisis is deeper and goes beyond
Mr. Vajpayee's failing health or the pre-
sumed skeletons in the PMO’s cupboard.
It has to do with the total irrelevance of
the Hindurva/BIP ideoclogy to resolving
our collective ills. [nstead of trying to un-
derstand this irrelevance. the official line
is to downgrade any talk of ‘ideology” and
instead exto] ideais and idealism of the
feader(s}. The Hindutva/BiP agenda, root-
ed in medicval animosity, has proved
helpful in winning votes, but itis of no use
in devising an agenda of governance. The
jhandewatan crowd — all nice men, all
good deshbakhts — is hopelessly ili-
equipped to provide ideas, leadership, in-
spiration for a world that is increasingly
more comjlex that the simple Hindu ver-
sus Muslim dichotomy. For example, the
search for a peaceful solution of the Kash-
mir problem and the Prime Minister's
peace offensive are at odds with the theol-
ogy of hatred and recrimination that the
Jana Sangh/BJP have nursed all these
years.

In democratic polities, the leadership
has a moral responsibility to educarte
cadres on how things work. The BIP lead-
ership has neither used the craft of politics
nor the pulpit of the state nor the re-
sources and reach of the Government to
exorcise the party cadres of their simple-
mindedness. If the BIP has to become In-
dia’s natural party of governance, it must
begin to imbibe the abiding value of a
centrist, accommodative, pluralistic, in-
clusive politics as the basis of arder in our
continental polity. in other words, it must
find the courage to exorcise itself of its
Hindutva mindset. But individual ambi-
tions prevent the wop leaders from under-
taking that task; in the process, they are
scripting a BIP meltdown even before the

* party can take off.



By S. Balakrishnan
The Times of India News Service

MUMBALI: Is the Shiv Sena upset with its aily,
_] the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), because the

latter is not keen on toppling the Democratic
Front {DF) government in Maharashtra at
present”? Sources in the BJP say that this is the
primary reason why the Sena is publicly embar-
rassing the Central government with great reg-
ularity. The most recent incident is when Sena
MP Sanjay Nirupam targeted the Prime
Minister's Oftice (PMO) and even a close rela-
tive of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in
Rajya Sabha on Monday in connection with the
w UTI scam.

The Sena was confident of toppling the DF
government led by Vilasrao Deshmukh during
the ongoing session of the Maharashtra legisla-
ture with the help of the BIP and the NCP led
by Sharad Pawar. In fact, Sena chief Bal
Thackeray had openly talked of joining hands
with Mr Pawar on the condition that deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhujbal, a Sena rene-
gade, be excluded from the new power equa-
tion. But, after Mr Thackeray’s statement noth-
ing happened. A sepior office-bearer of the
state BJP said, “Our party and the Sena werc
definitely trying to unseat the Deshmukh gov-
ernment with the help of the NCP But, Mr
Thackeray hopelessly complicated the situation
by jumping the gun and talking about his new-
found love for Mr Pawar.”

“Even as the NCP leadership was trying to
tackle the issue of Mr Bhujbal, Mr Thackeray
made a public statement. The secrecy of the

“BJP’s reluctance to topple DF government
is main cause of Shiv Sena’s anger’ O+~

been unhappy with the BJP ever since the last
assembly election in the state, The Sena was
keen on the saffron alliance staking its claim to
form the government even though it was short
of a simple majority. The Scna's strategy was to
first get the alliance installed in office and later

operation to topple Mr Deshinukh was lost,”
the BJP office-bearer added. It is learnt that a
consensus was being worked out to have Sena’s
Narayan Rane as the chief minister. Mr Rane is

5l

a staunch Thackeray lovalist, a Maratha and
MIA [rom the backward Konkan belt with
administrative experience.

There was also talk of having two deputy
chief ministers, one from the BJP and the other
from the NCP.

According to political observers, the Sena has

“manage” support from MLAs from the
Congress or the NCP without violating the anti-
defection act. The BJP was then apparently
keen on being given the chief ministership even
though it had less MLAs than the Scna, This
attitude of the BIP sabotaged the Sena’s ambi-
tion of having a second term in office.

The Scna became more angry when its three
ministers in the Union cabinet were given
insignificant posts by Mr Vajpayee cven though
the party had as many as 15 MPs. The situation
was somewhat corrected when Sena minister
Suresh Prabhu wus given the power portiolio.
But the Sena continues to he unhappy with the
shoddy treatment being meted out to it by Mr
Vajpayee. Thus it has not missed any opportu-
nity to embarrass Mr Vajpayee through its MPs
like Sanjay Nirupam. Recently, Mr Thackeray
had even talked of cutting of ties with the BJP

A BJP leader said if the Sena felt so strongly
about issues like Kashmir, talks with Pakistan
and the UTI controversy then it should pull out
of the government. “It cannot continue to be a
part of the government and still criticise it. The
Sena should not forget that former constituents
of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA})
like the Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK) and

Trinamul Congress are keen on returning to t
NDA fold,” he added.
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steps to avoid

UTlrerun”",

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 28

IN THE economic resolution
adopted by its national execu-
tive, the BJP today expressed
serious concern over the UTI
fiasco and urged the Govern-
ment to take immediate correc-
tive sieps such as strict vigil on
financial institutions.

The pariy demanded that
mutual funds like UTI should
be barred from investing in pri-
vate placement of shares at
prices higher than those pre-
vailing in-the market.

It also called for a thorough
probe into the nexus between
the corporate sector and the
UTY besides the investment
decisions of financial institu-
tion in'the last 10 vears.

The resolution, which had to
be redrafted after widespread
criticism on the issue by mem-
bers yesterday, also suggested
that the UTI be brought within
the ambit of Sebi guidelines
to make its transactions
more transparent ang account-
able,

Besides, the Sebi must he
empowered along the lines of
the Securities Exchange Com-
mission of the US, it stated,

“The recent crash of the US-
84 Scheme has shaken the con-
fidence of around two crore
small investors, endangering
respurce mohilisation efforts
for development purposes,” the
document noted while under-
lining the need for immediate
steps to restore the investor
confidence.

In a brief intervention dur-
ing the discussion on the issue
yesterday, Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha had told the
members that a probe into the
UTI muddle was on and those

i

J. PM DEFENDS YASHWANT i

. PRIME MINISTER Ataf Bihari
Vajpayee.on Saturday brushed

. aside the allegation made by for-
mer UT1 chief PS Subramanyam’s
counsel against the Finance
Minister on the issue of
Cyberspace investment.

J “Are you going to believe him {
l {Subramanyam’s counsei}? * :

Vajpayee asked reporters. ‘
| i

FTl, New Dathi

found guilty would not be
spared.

He also denied that there was
any political pressure on the
UTI to influence its investment
decisions.

The national executive also
expressed concernh over the
slowdown in the economy, part-
1y due to the overall sluggish-
ness in the world economy and
partly due to systemic weak-
nesses.

Drawing the Government's
attention to the decline in the
purchasing power of farmers,
the party asked it to check this
tendency by reverting the
falling prices of agriculturat
produce, reducing cost of farm-
ing operations and protecting
the agricuitural sector from the
threat of Imports.

There was an urgent need for
the Government to deplete its
overflowing food stocks, it was
felt.

For this, it could also exam-
ine the possibility of cutting
the issue price of PDS food-
grains for below poverty line
(BPL) families in the same way
as the issue prices for the above
poverty line (APL) families had
recently been reduced.

"BJP for tough
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.z/"/I\IEED TO REVISE ‘AUTOMAT!C CKBINETERTHS’: KRISHNAMURTHI

» Shed ‘Opposition mindset’,

B¥ Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JuLy 29, The Union
Home Minister, Mr. [.K. Advani,
has asked the BJP cadre to shed
the ‘Opposjtion mindset” and re-
member the responsibility of be-
ing members of the ruling party
even as the party president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthi, warned that
the “credibility of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) would
be affected” unless the business
of “automatic Cabinet berths" to
all entrants is revised.

Speaking at the concluding day
of the BJP's three-day national ex-
ecutive committee meeting here
today, Mr. Advani is reported to
have asked the party to ““‘modern-
ise”, ensure that its cadre is “in-

tellectualised,” and make its
functioning “more scientific”.

Later, senior BJP leaders said
that by “modernise” Mr. Advani
did not mean modernising the
ideology (which some see as con-
servative and even anachronis-
tic}, but modernising to respond
to the changing times when pews
travels fast and the party has 10
respond quickly to critical situa-
tions.

Mr, Advani stressed that over
the 50 vears of its life since the Jan
Sangh was born in 1951, the party
had progressed to become the
largest even as ““all other political
parties” had shrunk or become
insignificant. The Congress had
lost its mass base and the Com-

munist party, which had occu-
pied the second position, was
now “limited to two or three
States”. But, with its emergence
as the ruling party the BJP was
facing "“new challenges and re-
sponsibilities”.

Mr. Krishnamurthi's view was
“entry into the NDA should not
mean automatic Cabinet berths™.
And this has been conveyed to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who has to take the fi-
nal decision.

Making it clear that the BJP did
not want to dictate to the NIXA,
Mr. Krishnamurthi reiterated to-
day what he had spelt out in his
presidential address to the exec-
utive meeting: that it was for the

| intend to ‘finish’ SP, BSP
betore polls: Rajnath

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, JULY 29. The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mr. Rajnath Singh, has expressed his determination
to “"finish” the Samajwadi Party (SP}) and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) — the Bharatiya janata Party’s
rivals in the State — before the next Assembly elec-
tion.

Speaking on the sidelines of the BJP national exec-
utive committee meeting here on Saturday, Mr.
Singh said he was planning to hold the election in
February 2002, and before that “workers of the 5P
and the BSP wiil be tearing their hair in public and
running away” as “'I intend to finish the two par-
ties.”

He, however, did not elaborate. But, his rivals are
certain to interpret this as a threat to physically elim-
inate the leadership of the two parties. In the after-
math of the SP MP, Phoolan Devi's murder, the party
president, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, had alleged
that Mr. Singh was conspiring to “eliminate’ senior
SP leaders.

“Deliberate reduction’ of security cover ta leaders
of main Opposition parties by the BjP-led Uttar Pra-
desh Government was mentioned by him as a point-
er to the “conspiracy.”

To counter this, Mr. Singh criticised whar he de-
scribed as an “‘attempt by the SP to politicise the
murder of Phoolan Devi” and warned “this will boo-

merang on the SP” as evidence on who really killed
her comes aut before the people.

Clearly, there is the view that while the Phoolan
Devi murder would shore up ‘thakur’ support for the
party (Mr. Singh himself is a ‘thakur’), the party
would ensure that the fall out did not lead 1o a con-
solidation of the backward castes in favour of the SP.

He was confident that the "“caste-based” parties of
Mr. Yadav and Ms. Mayawati, general secretary of
the BSF, had already been pushed into a comner by
his declared intention to provide reservations for the
“most backward castes” and the “‘most oppressed
among the Dalits.”

In short, his intention is to snatch the very plat-
form of “social justice” that had allowed these par-
ties to flourish. His was not an election gimmick, but
an attempt to ‘correct the imbalance’ that had al-
lowed the more dominant castes ammong the back-
ward castes and the Scheduled Castes to corner
benefits that should have gone to the weakest and
most disadvantaged, he said.

The Uttar Pradesh election scene was also dis-
cussed at the BID meeting vesterday. The State unit
president, Mr. Kalraj Mishra, gave details of the ef-
fort made by the party to reach the pecple through
its programmes. The party national president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthi, today said he would visit the
State for four days from August 21 to meet “key party
workers” from 10 Assernbly constituencies each day.
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" Advani tells BJP cadre

NDA to fix “norms” for “re-en-
try” of those constituents who
had left the ruling coalition a few
months ago “for their own pur-
poses'’. He also made it clear that
he was not talking specifically
about the PMK or the Trinamool
Congress, but “in general” to
safeguard the "credibility of the
NIDA”. He was certain ““this sub-
ject will come up’ for discussion
at the next NDDA meeting.

Briefing reporters later, Mr.
Krishnamurthi said he was
pleased with the “free and frank”
discussions on important issues
at the executive commitiee meet-
ing, and “criticism’ by the many
members who  participated
should be seen as “feedback” to
the Government, “It was not like
criticism coming from an Opposi-
tion party.” The party was the in-
terface between the Government
and the people.

“The party did not hesitate to
place its views before the execu-
tive" in the presence of the Prime
Minister and other Ministers, and
Ministers were able to explain
Government decisions, he said.
“Both the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister welcomed the
frank articulation of views by the
members”.

Acknowledging the “problems”
faced by the economy, Mr. Krish-
namurthi hoped the Government
wotlid heed the suggestions made
by the party. There should be a
move away from producing larger
quantities of food to focus on
“quality’”’ for exports to establish
the India brand in view of the
problem of surplus foodgrain and
crashing domestic prices. While
there should be no swerving away
from the path of liberalisation,
there was a need for an assess-
ment of 10 years of liberalisation

[
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o immediate berths for

new entrants, says Jana

<h

NEW DELHI, July 29. - The BJP President, Mr K
Jana Krishnamurthy, today hardened his position
on norms for entry or re-entry of parties in the
NDA government. and said that there should be a

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. waiting period for joining the Union Cabinet for

new entrants. Mr Krishnamurthy is apparently
encouraged by Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee's
endorgernent on his stand about the norms.

In Bhubaneswar today, Mr Vajpayee parried a

i question on Trinamul’s re-entry to the NDA while

speaking to reporters after making an aerial
survey of the flood hit areas in Orissa. He,
however, appreciated Mr Krishnamurthy's view
that norms should be evolved on entry or re-entry
of any party to the NDA. It's a good suggestion
and we are already working on that basis, he said.

This complements the stand of many NDA
parties which don't want the Trinamul to directly

- join the Cabinet. There has been a feeling that

the Trinamul chief, Miss Mamata Banerjee,
should not be given a berth of her choice even if
she was allowed to join the NDA.

A Union Cabinet minister told The Statesman
that like the PMEK, the Trinamul should be
allowed entry into the NDA only on the condition
that it wouldn’t be immediately accommodated in
the government.

Mr Krishnamurthy said his suggestion wasn't
given to keep the Trinamul out of the
government. It was intended to create a
mechanism to increase the credibility of the

“l

NDA. He refused to state the duration of the wait
for such parties and said it was for the NDA to
evolve a formula. He also denied that his
suggestion was in any way coming in the way of
the Prime Minister’s prerogative on who to induct
in the Cabinet.

Parties leaving the NDA and rejoining it would
make a poor spectacle and could give a message
that they were in the NDA only for getting into
power, he said. What the NDA would decide
would be applicable 1o all, including the Trinamul
if it sought a re-entry, he added. '

Mr Krishnamurthy created a sensation by
giving the call in his presidential speech to create
norms for entry or reentry of parties into the
NDA. However, his stand was appreciated by the
Prime Minister who welcomed it and said the
NDA would try te create such norms. By talking
about norms when the Trinamul is reportedly
seeking a re-entry into the NDA, both leaders
have tried to placate hardliners within the party
who have been unhappy with Miss Banerjee for
leaving the NDA during the Tehelka crisis and
for refusing to align with the NDA for the West
Bengal Assembly elections.

A senior BJP leader admitted that Mr
Krishnamurthy's strongly worded statement had
gent a positive signal to the BJP's West Bengal
unit, which has been apposed Lo any truck with
the Trinamul. The state unit leaders have told
Mr Vajpayee and the party president that any
relation with the Trinamul would endanger the
BJP's long -term perspective in the state.

-



Advani, Jana differ on ri

e
‘Move with the

times, but
don’t speak
against Goot’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 29

L K ADVANI TODAY wound up a
three-day conclave of the BJP,
outlining a three-point action
plan to rejuvenate the party, He
suggested efforts be undertaken
to “intellectualise” party work-
ers, modernise its outlook and
adopt a more “scientific” style of
functioning in keeping with the
“demand of the times”.

Advani appealed to BJP cadres
not to air their criticisms of the
Government or the party in pub-
lic, reminding them that they are
workers of a ruling party and
should shed their five-decade
Opposition mindset.

Speaking in the absence of the
Prime Minister, who normally
delivers the cencluding address
to the BJP national executive,
Advani said the BJP had a major
responsibility as the largest po-
litical formation to identify and
articulate the people’s problems.

Advani’s remarks were preced-

LK ADVANI
ed by BJP chief K Jana Krishna-
murthi's call for formation of
“homogenous” core teams at
State and district levels. This was
interpreted by BJP leaders as an
indication that dedicated party
workers from the RSS, who had
felt neglected for some time,
would again take up key func-
tions at all levels to strengthen
the organisation.

Sangh leaders had complained
to the BJP at the Jhinjhauli con-
clave that their workers were
being sidelined in the party.

The issue also figured at the
party central office-bearers’

meet at Mussoorie recently.

Krishnamurthi said the BJP
leadership expected cadres to
play a dual function.

Asruling party members, they
must not only educate the pecple
about the Government's role but
also give the Government feed-
back about the public’s views on
its performance and image.

It was for this that party mem-
bers did not hesitate to criticise
the Government at fora like
national executive, he pointed
out.

In the economic resolution
and the resolution on the North-
east adopted at the conclave, the
party openly voiced people's
views on the Government.

The deliberations at the
conclave reflected the BJP lead-
ership’s desire to re-orient the
cadres at all levels to equip them
for meeting the challenges faced
by a ruling party rather than
continue in the mindset of the
Opposition, a role which they
have been accustomed to play.

Apparently, the leadership is
concerned that the rank and file
have still not got used {o the new
situation and often act in a man-
ner that causes problems and
even embarrassment to the party.

Open criticism of the NDA
Government’s policy and actions
or failure to act as a “bridge”
between the party and the people
are some of the common mani-
festations of this syndrome.

Criticism

a sign of
inner-party
democracy’

Shekhar Iyer
New Dethi, July 29

CENTRAL MINISTERS may
have been peeved at the open crit-
icism of the UTI fiasco and the
summit at the BJP National Exec-
utive meet but it is a sure sign
that the party’s relationship with
the Government is changing.

Upset by the problems faced by
the Government because of its
failures, the BJP leadership has
shown that it is adopting an
assertive role for corrective steps
to prevent further slide in its
popularity.

For the first time since it came
to power, a BJP conclave has
come out withresolutions urging
the Government to take specific
steps to overcome the economic
crisis, turn the tide in the North-
East and set the tone for future
India-Pakistan talks,

But BJP chief K Jana Krishna-
murthy refuses to say BJP-Gov-
ernment ties are changing. But he
defends the party’s right te criti-

JANA KRISHMAMURTHY

cise the Government. He asserts
that “a critical assessment of the
government in party fora reflects
inner-party democracy”. He con-
tends that there is a difference in
criticism made by the Opposition
and that by the ruling party.
“Criticism by the ruling party
does not mean that it is against
the government. It only shows
that the BJP has a democratic
set-up. If the party does not bring
forward its views then what
machinery does the government
have to elicit the people’s views?”
What has not changed is that
Vajpayee continues to enjoy

ght to difter

unchallenged support from party
leaders, who were thriilled to
hear him give the lowdown on
his meetings with Pakistan res-
ident Pervez Musharraf.
Vajpayee may keep saying that
he will go to Pakistan but the B.JP
leaders are convinced that anoth-
er summit is out of question
unless there is a dramatic change

-on Pakistan’s part to give up “the

jehadi mentality™”.

L K Advani’s elucidation of
the summit after hard-hitting
speeches by BJP leaders is taken
as a good indication why another
Agra is not possible in the near
future, Vajpayee, however, did
not intervene directly to answer
criticism on economic issues
even though he supported Yash-
want Sinha on the UTT issue.

At the same time, there were no
efforts to silence National Execu-
tive members, who were quite
candid in their assessment of
what they thought of the Govern-
ment's performance on the eco-
namic front.

Krishnamurthy says the BJP
will not give up liberalisation but
wants a review of the impact of
economic reforms, which began
in 1991,

The crux of the crisis, as the
BJP sees it, is that farmers are
unable to dispose of their pro- -
duces while government go-*
downs are overflowing. Poor pg~
ple in the villages do not have,
purchasing power, he says.
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‘BJP secretly satisfied at, -
failure to sign declaration

By FARAZ AHMAD

New Delhi, July 17: Coentrary (o

‘expectations there is a general feel- .

ing of satisfaction, if not cutright
jubilation among members of the
Bharatiya Janata Party at the fail-
ure of the Indo-Pak summiit held in
Agra for the last three days.
" There is also information doing
the rounds that Union minister
L.K.-Advani and foreign minister
Jaswant Singh prevented Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
from having given in to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf.

Though most BJP leaders are
avoiding saying this in so many
words, some are willing to say off
‘he record that prior to the summit
here was serious worry and con-
ern in the party and the Sangh cir-
Jes over the possibility of Mr Vaj-
rayee giving away something and
nen the National Democratic
illiance and the BJP regretting it
ater. ‘

It is likely that the after the BJP

national executive meeting ' sched-
uled for the end of this month, the
party may go to the Uttar Pradesh
poils on the slogan that this is the
first occasion when an Indian
Prime Minister did not lose on the
negotiating table what it gained on
the ground, “ground” referring to
India's victory at Kargil.

The Lahore Declaration signed
jointly by present Mr Vajpayee
and former Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif seems however
to be a sore point that the BJP
would rather skip over.

Given this reaction it now tran-
spires that the Advani-Musharraf
meeting held on July 14, where Mr
Advani persisted with his demand
for the extradition of Dawood
Ibrahim to the chagrin of the Pak-
istani delegation, and the Sushma
Swaraj decision to address the
media were not off the cuff
remarks but part of a well thought
out plan, .

In fact sources close to Ms
Swarai insisted that che had the

clearance for this from the top.

It however made very little sense
that the Prime Minister would
attempt to sabotage the talks, con-
ceded some sections in the party,
leaving only two men at the “top”

.who had the means to do so — Mr

Advani and Mr Jaswant Singh.

BIP sources said that contrary to
the impression that the decision to
invite ‘Gen. Musharraf was jointly
taken by Mr Vajpayee, Mr Advani
and Mr Jaswant Singh, it scems
that the invitation was an indepen-
dent decision by the Prime Minis-
ter.

There was general consiernation
and bewilderment in the party cir-
cles as soon as the BIP got to know
of this. The BJP and the Centre
however soon set about on a cor-
rective exerciseé and Mr Advani
and Mr Jaswant Singh were appar-
ently delegated by the Bl

Mousharraf,
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/ BJP calls meeting of its

WO
By N eena\ Vyas

NEW DELHI, JULY 4. Worried about
the political impact’ of the eco-

‘nomic slowdown -— with two

State Assembly elections ahead
garly next year -— the Bharatiya
Janata Party president, Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, has called a meet-
ing of the party’s Chief Ministers
in five States on July 10. The Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sintha, is scheduled to attend the
meeting,

Although the party has been
denying that the misiatch be-
tween the demand and supply
position in foodgrains — the
farmers had to resort to distress
sales with granaries overflowing
and no buyer for their produce
and those depending on the pub-
lic distribution system had to pay

higher prices for foodgrain, only
marginally lower than the market
prices, if at all — the fact is that
the BJP is rather ill ar ease with
what has been happening.

Mr. Krishnamurthi decided 1o
hear at first hand from the Chief
Ministers what the ground situa-
tion was. And more importantly,
what should be done to try and
change the situation for the bet-
ter. Thar explains why Mr. Sinha
has been called.

Since this meeting will be held
ahead of the party’s national ex-
ecutive committee planned for
three days from July 18 in Amrit-
sar, it is expected that the party
will be able to draw up a concrete
plan which could be adopted at
the executive committee meeting.

Another important issue worry-
ing the party is the impact of free

o 47 CMs on July 10

imports under WTQ on agricultu-
rists, small and medium industri-
alists and entrepreneurs and the
dumping of cheap Chinese goads.
The recent news that the overall
growth rate last vear was less than
expected — fust 5.2 per cent —
and persistent reports of econom-
i slowdown this year has added
to the party’s worries. For these
issues, even if not highlighted by
parties, would create a general
discontent which could affect the
party’s popularity and poll pro-
spects.

The Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh. Guj-
arat, Uttaranchal and [harkhand
are expected to attend, and they
have already been briefed about
what the agenda of the meeting
will be.
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_BIP sees ‘anarchy’ in T.N., Cong. ~
flays call for President’s rule +-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JuLY 2. The refcasc of the two Union
Ministers in Chennai did litile to prevent the
BJP and the Congress from taking up the cud-
gels for their allies. Mr. Venkaiah Naidu,
1inion Mintster for Rural Development, issued
an oblique warning saying that the Centre was
studying the sitwation and would act appro-
priately at the apprapriate time and it will not
be too late’.

The Congress calied for a code of conduct
for Unien Ministers visiting the States.

The Congress once again voiced its opposi-
tion 1o the demands for the imposition of
President’s rule in Tamil Nadu. In its view, the
incidents in the State did not amount to
breakdown of ‘the constitutional machinery”.
The party chided those making such a de-
mand. *Those making such a demand are nei-
ther being impartial nor objective,” said the
party spokesperson, Mr. Jaipal Reddy.

He also referred o the video tape released
by the Tamil Nadu police and said that it
“showed that there was more than one side 1o
the story”. The party, however, refused to be
drawn into the issue of the release of the rwo
Ministers. “We are not interested in getting

into the charges against the nwo Union Minis-
ters.”

The BIP, an the other hand, came down
heavily on the AIADMK Government. Speak-
ing to newspersons at the party headquarters,
Mr. Venkaiah Naidu described the situation in
Tamil Nadu as ‘anarchic’. The Centre, accord-
ing Mr. Naidu, was duty- bound to ensurc that
the rule of Jaw prevailed and “would nort be a
silent spectator and allow anarchy to prevail in
the State.”

Mr. Naidu said the decision to arrest the two
Ministers had hrought the State Government
in confrontation with the Centre. If such a sit-
uation was allowed to prevail no Union Minis-
ter would be safe.

The Government's decision to recall Ms.
Fathima Becvi also came in for severe crit-
icism from the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP). Its general sccretary and tormer Solic-
itor-General, Mr. Devendra Dwivedi, de-
scribed the decision as a ‘retrograde
development’. He also charged the Vajpayee-
led NDA Government with ‘subverting the
Constitutional and political process for short-
term partisan personal ends’.

Degeribing the developments [n Tamil Nadu
}%fmpetitive irresponsibility™, Mr. Dwivedi

also regretted that Ms. Jayalatithaa, Whe was
herself a victim of vendetta, had resorfed to
the same methods, However Mr. Dwivedi saw
little merit in the NDA's charge that the arrests
ameunted to breakdown of the Constitutional
machinery. He pointed out tha: under the
Constitution only the President and Gavernor
enjoved legal immunity.

Picking holes in the NDA case, Mr, Dwivedi
said the two were not arrested while discharg-
ing their duties as Union Ministers and the
validity of the charges against them had to be
decided by the courts and not the Central
Government. He also pointed gut that under
the Constitution, the Siate Governments were
not subordinate to the Centre nor was it the
duty of the Central Government to supervise
the working of the Srates. The Supreme Court
had observed “that the States were as sover-
eign in their sphere as the Central Govern-
ment.”

Mr. Dwivedi also questioned the right of the .

Union Government to issue a directive to the
State Government. “There is no scope for ad-
venturism in the Constitution nor is_there a
provision for the Centre to direcLH1e States,”
the NCP leader added.

I
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7’/ By Neena Vyas

|
; NEW BELHI, Wiy 27. For the first time since the
; National Democratic Alliance {NDA) Govern-
" ment came to power, the Bharatiya Janata
. Party {BJP) has expressed disapprovat of the
., manner in which the NDA has functioned —
i with its constituents leaving it for their own
. purposes, and then seeking to re-enler as un-
I ceremoniously. :
| This is being seen as an indirect attack on
the style of functioning of the Prime Minister,
Mr, Atal Behari Vajpavee, who apparently did
not consult either his party or the other parties
involved on taking back the Patlali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) into the NDA.

A senior BIP leader in the Government con-
firmed that the party’s Tamil Nadu unit was
unhappy with the reinduction of the PMK,
and that Mr. Vajpayee had telephoned the
DMK leader and former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, on Thursday, a
day after the PMK’s eniry into the NDA was
announced.

The BJP’s stance has so far been that it was
for the NDA to decide, but now it has signalled

ﬁ BJP decries opportunism among NDA

that as a “major part” of the grouping, it had
the right to be consulted.

“Certain norms’’ need to be put in place o
regulate the behaviour of NDA constituents,
and this is exactly what the BJP president, Mr.
Japa Krishnamurthi, suggested todav in his
opening address at the party’s three-day na-
tional executive committee meeting here.

In his 11-page address which touched upon
the Agra summit, the Tamil Nadu drama, the
Manipur crisis and the troubled economy, Mr.
Krishnamurthi left none in doubt thar he was
not too happy with the manner in which some
NDA constituents had “'left us before the State
Assemnbly elections”, thus raising doubts
about the NDA’s stability, and then after
“achieving the purpose for which they left”
they were (rying to re-enter,

He suggested that it would be in the “best
interests of the NDA™ if "certain norms are
formulated for entry or re-entry of any party
inio the NDA™.

Mr. Krishnamurthi’s remarks perhaps re-
flect the party's disapproval of the reported
demand for two Cahinet berths by the PMK as
also the suggestions that the Trinamool Con-

gress was also trying to drive a bargain with
the Prime Minister. What was more, it was the
BJP which had to put up with these unreliable
and unstable alliances in the States.

On the Agra sumunit, the BJP chief made the
point that the party stood solidly behind the
Prime Minister's ‘peace offensive” on Kash-
mir, which included his invitation to the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf

No one need feel sorry that the summit did
not produce a declaration, and Todia neither
feared talking to Pakistan, noc did it talk to
that country with fear. India was capahle of
meeting any challenge to it from any quarter,
he asserted, in an indirect reference to the
cross- border terrorism inspired by Pakistan.

Mr, Krishnamurthi did not forget to criticise
the "“deliberate Routing” of diplomatic courte-
sies by the guest from Pakistan and his “'par-
rot-like'" repetition that “Kashmir is the core
issue’’,

And finally, the BfP reminded all that demo- |
cratic India was bound by the 1996 Parliament
resolution on Kashmir, asserting that the
whole of Jammu and Kashmir was an indivis-
ible and inalienable part of India.

-




By OuR SPECIAL

atiind

CORRESPONDENT % AL
New Deihi, July 1: The nat,i})na
executive of the RSS asked the
Centre on Sunday to declare the
2001 census in Jammu and Kash-
mir as “nrull and void,” alleging

that figures were maripulated and-

fabricated. [t also blamed the state
government for its dubious role in

‘the census, It has also urged the

government 10 prepare d Rational
register of citizeus, 1ssue identity
cards 1o all ¢itizens and send back
all infiltrators from Pakistan.and
Bangladesh.

The national executive which
was held at Kanpur, adopled a res-
olution 10 express concern over
the ‘grave bungling” and ‘manipu-

‘lations’ in the latest census in the

- e

Kashmir valley and said this was

_~nothing short of a conspiracy to

legitimise the injustice perpetrated
on the people of Jammu and ’
Ladakh. It also urged the Cenire to-
expose those behind the fudging

of figures. The resolution said it
seemed that the census figures
were prepared without surveying

jumped to 34 41 lakh in 2001, rep-
Tesenting an enormous increase of
73.5 per cent over 31.54 lakh in
1981. Population in Jamnunu. on
the other hand. went up to 43.95
Jakh from 27.18 lakh, showing a
rise of just 43.95 per cent. The all
India increase during the period
was 50.3 percent, the resolution

the pedple. pointed out.
“The aclive After 1991,
involvement, there had

of the state
government in the fraud could not
be ruled out.” Pointing out that the
census in 1991 could not be held
in the state in the wake of extraor-
dinary circumstances, the resolu-
lion said the difference between
figures of 1981 and 2001 ccrsus
was just unbelicvable. As per the
figures, population in the valley

been forced
migration of approximately 2.5
fakh Hindus from the valiey and
most of them had settled in
Jammu. Besides, aover 35,000
Muslims from border arcas had.
migrated to Jammu, the resolution
said. The figures showed that pop-
ulation in Kupwara district
increased by 93 per cent between

S ey e e AP AGAALE N LT AL YU 4 fune = smes S GOUT ARG

eclai‘g 2001 J&K census void: RSS

1981 and 2001, whereus it rose by
Just 47.4 per cent in the Hindu
majority district of Kathua in
Jammu. “These discrepancies
clearly prove that figares were
manipulated and fabricated,” the
resolution alleged.

Anther resolution adopted on
“challenge to national security™ at
the concluding session of the two-
day meeting of the national execu-
tive, urged the government to
ensure that the incidents like
Bangladesh rifles invasion and the
gruesome murder of 17 soldiers in
Pyrdiwah and Boraiwadi in
Meghalaya should not be repeat-
ed. The executive also demanded
the Centre to tighten measures so
that madarsas and masjids are not
allowed to be used as hide-ol
mischievous elements.

fri 2

e L

S —




BJP charges Jaya

g

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAI, Juiy 1. — The BJP
today came out strongly against
the Tamil Nadu chief minister,
Miss Jayalalitha, accusing her
of violating human rights follow-
ing the manner in which the for-
mer chicf minister, Mr M Karu-
nanidhi, had been arrested.
Mareover, by artesting two Un-
ion ministers, Mr Murasoli Mar-
an and Mr TR Baalu, the chief
minister has also gone against
Constitutional norms, the BJP
president, Mr Jana Krishna-
murthy said here today.
Speaking to reporters after at-
tending the state executive
meeting of the party, Mr Krigh-
namurthy said the happenings
vesterday were “most unfortu-
nate and deserved all condem-
nation.” The chief minister has
brought to nought all demacrat-
ic norms, he said. He also said,
all the palitical parties should
support efforts to discipline the
Jayalalitha government which
had upset the “delicate Consti-
tutional balance” between the
Centre and the states.

Mr Krishnamurthy said the
NDA and the Vajpayee cabinet
would take a decision on the fu-
ture course of action in Tamil
Nadu “in a day or two.” Asked
about the option of imposing
President’s rule in Tamil Nadu.
the BJP chief said the Supreme
Court in the SR Bommai case
had not barred the imposition of
President’s rule in a state, but
only ruled that such a decision
should have the consent of both
the Houses of Parliament. “If the
Congress, (which has come down
heavily on the Jayalalitha gov-
ernment following yesterday’s
incidents) changes its sland and
if the Opposition parties extend
their support to the party, then
imposition of President’s rule
was not difficult anywhere in the
country. including TN.”

W1th violating
human rights

Kaunamdht's
mother-in-taw dies

CHENNAL July 1. - [t was a
sad day for the Karunanidhi
houschold at Oliver Read in
the heart of the city. While
the members of the family.
including the former chief
minister’s wife, Mrs Rajathi
Ammal, and their daughter,
Kanimozhi, were still to re-
cover from the trauma of
their father's arrest, they had
to face vet another sad news
- the passing away of Mrs
Rajathi Ammal’s 80-vear-oid
mother. Sowbhagvam. this
morning. — SNS

Asked if the situation in Tamil
Nadu warranted the Invoking of
Art 356 of the Constitution for
dismissing the 48-dayv-old AIA-
DMK government, the BJP chief
said ; “Tt may not be there in the
conventional sense of breach of
law and order. But thiz govern-
meni has chosen to do what no
other state had dared 10 do sa
far, — arresting two Central min-
isters. By this, the government
has upset the delicate Constitu-
tional balance between the Cen-
tre and the states hy choosing to
defy the Constitutional norms
and traditions, Constitution will
protect only those who protect
the Constitution.”

Earlier, the BJP state executive
held an emergency meeting and
demanded dismissal of the Jaya-
talitha government invoking At
356. The resclution said that po-
lice had behaved in “brutal man-
ner” assaulting Mr Karunanidhi
and others, including the wom-
enfolk in their homes. If a per-
son who had heen lhe staie’s
chief minister for 12 years could
be treated thus, then no one was
safe in the present regime. the

state BJP sald/

CHE 51 imn



BJP to appoint

state wa

b
FROM OUR SPECIAL \ i
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 20: In what is
heing seen as a wake-up call to its

! Lok Sabha MPs, the BJP has an-

nounced its decision to appoint
pramukhs who will oversee the

| warking of one or a ciuster of

three to five parliamentary con-
stituencies.

The pramukh will be appoint-
ed by the Ceniral leadership and
not the state units.

The decision was taken today
in a meeting of prabaris (in-
charge) of various states, chaired
by BJP president K. Jana Krish-
namurthy.

Although the official explana-
tion in a press statement, issued
by general secretary Maya Singh,
for taking this decision was to
“strengthen the party organisa-
tion and make it more viable arall
levels in the next few months”,
BJP sources said the concept of
appointing pramikhs was prima-
rilv to enable central leaders to
get feedback and inputs on the go-
ings-on in the states through their
hand-picked nominees rather
than state leaders.

The pramukhs, sources said,
will be in a “better position” to
give a more “objective™ assess-
ment of the political scenaric

i since they were expected to

remain aloof from the factional
feuds that plague the BJP,

“They will act as coordinators
and facilitators between the state
and the Central high command,”
explained a BJP functionary The
decision, sources sajd, came
about after the situation in Uttar
Pradesh was sized up after last
week's working committee meet-
ing in Saharanpur.

It was felt that given the “fac-
tional feuds™ among Uttar
Pradesh’s big four --- chief minis-

! ter Rajnath Singh. his Cabinet col-

tchdogs

leagues Om PraKash Singh and
Lalji Tandon and‘state BJP proesi-
dent Kalraj Mishra — it is “virtu-
ally impossible” for the high comn-
mand to get an honest picture of
what exactly is happening in the
state.

“Without this we cannot accu-
rately plan our strategies and is-
sues for the Assembly elections,”
sources said.

The pramukh, who is expected
to get a bird’s eye view of the par-
[tamentary constituency that he
has been assigned, will alsobe ina
position to take stock of the As-
sembly segments as well, sources
said.

“He or she will be able to tell
us ohiectively what our strengths
and weaknesses are and what
those of our opponents are,
which social sections have turned
away from us and why” they
added.

The decision was also per-
celved as a means of raising an
alternate structure of leadership
because by the BJP’ own admis-
sion, maost of its state units have
been unable to throw up strong
leaders after the existing ones
have moved to the Centre.

Sources said if, in the central
high command’s view, a certain
pramukh does his job well,
he may stand a chance of contest-
ing the elections from the
very constituency he has super-
vised.

It was also decided at today’s
meeting that active members
should he identified and after
being duly trained, involved more
closely in party work.

The state in-charges have also
been directed to organise units
of the front organisations and
celis — like the farmers’ morcha,
mahila morcha, youth morcha
down to the lowest tier of the
BJP structure -— and activ
them.
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anipur

atloggerheads again **

HT Correspondent
Imphal, June 5

STATE UUNITS of the BJP and the
Samata Party, likely to meet at
the negotiating table to form the
Imphal Municipal Council, are at
loggerheads again.

This time, the BJP’s State pres-
ident Meinam Bhorot and former
Chief Minister Radhabinod Koi-
jam, who is also leader of the state
Samata Party are fighting it outin
court. Hearing fer the election
petitions filed against Koijam
began yesterday at the Imphal
Bench of the Gauhati High Court.
Justice PG Agrawal is heading the
hearing.

The court has fixed June 6 for
the next session of hearing.
Three candidates from the Thang-
meibandh constituency defeated
by Koijam in the last Assembly
polls in February 2000, including
Meinam Bhorot of the BJE Dr
Sharat of the Federal Party of
Manipur and N Binoy of the
Manipur State Congress Party
have filed a petition chalienging
Koijam's election.

The petitioners said Koijam
had bought the votes of certain
voters and alleged improper
counting for two polling booths,
9/2% and 9-33. Koijam, elected on

1

BJP and Samata

%\b

the spot.

3 rebels killed, 5 cops hurt in Assam encou}lter

THREE HARDCORE Ulfa militants were Kilied while five police-
men were injured. one seriously. in an encounter at Dholajan
Phatagaon area in Jorhat district on Monday.

Police said militants opened fire from automatic weapons when
a patrol party raided a house, where ultras were suspected tn be |
hiding. Three uitras were killed in the encounter.

During the gun battle, which lasted nearly an hour, five police-
men were injured including one seriously who was rushed to the
Assam Medical Cellege in nearby Dibrugarh.

One AK-47 rifle, a Chinese pistol, two grenades and over 200
rounds of ammunition besides documents were recovered from

PTI w

a Congress ticket, polled 5.983
votes while Meinam Bhorot Singh
who was rontesting as a BJP can-
didate got 5.120 votes. The Sama-
ta party and the BJP have begun
trying to strike an alliance of irs
elected councillors to form the
Imphal Municipal Council.

The apparent friendliness fol-
lows instructions from NDA
leaders at the Centre after the
two parties failed to form a new
Government in the State.
The Samata Party secured seven
seats whiie the BJP won five in
the May 26 Imphal Municipal
Council polls. There are 27 seats
in the TMC.

The poll produced a hung ver-

dict, The Samata wants to follow
the NDA line, “Whether the BJP
agrees to the proposal or not
depends on it,” the Samata presi-
dent said. However, sources close
to the BJP president said the
party had also been given the go-
ahead to form the IMC.
O Lohrii. president of the Sama-
ra Party in Manipur has written
to his BJP counterpart Meinam
Bhorat asking him to spell out
his party's stand at the earliest.
The Samata Party's alliance
initiative is a result of instruc-
tions of its Central leaders. If the
two parties come to together in
the civic body that will be the
first such instance in the State/



. BJP, SAMATA LEADERS TO MEET ON MAY 28
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* Manipur stalemate persist

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. The high—]eve]
meeting between the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpavee, and the
Samata Party leader and NDA
convener, Mr. George Fernandes,
today produced no tangible reso-
iution of the stand-off berween
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Samata, even as in Manipur, 41
MIAs formed a new front and
wailing to stake claim to form a
government under the leadership
of Mr. R. K. Dorendra Singh, BIP
legislature party leader.

The meeting at the Prime Min-
ister's residence was also atiend-
ed by the BJP president, Mr. fana
Krishnamurthi, and the BJP in-
charge of the Northeast, Mr. Pad-
manabha Acharya. Another meet-
ing would be held on May 28 here
between the two parties with two
State leaders from each party par-
ficipating to project the ground
realities.

After the meering, Mr. Fer-
nandes virtually conceded that no
headway had been made. “No
specific formula was discussed,
we looked at the ground sitna-
tion.” Later the party spokesper-
son, Di. Shambhu Shrivastawa,
said the meeting had been unsat-
isfactory.

The “ground situation”, BjD
leaders said, was that the party
had little or no control aver its
MLAs in Manipur. As for the rest,

The Samata Party leader, Mr. George Fernandes, and the BIP
president, Mi. Jana Krishnamurthi, coming out of the Prime
Minister’'s residence after a meeting on the Manipur issue

in New Deihi on Tuesday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

the Samata leaders continued to
sulk but refrained from issuing
threats to the National Democrat-
ic Alliance or to other State gov-

they supportAt the BfP head-
quarters, the distinct feeling was
that the party was keen on seeing
another government take over in
Manipur. Mr. Acharya rejected

ernments led by the BJP which

l IMPHAL, MAY 22. The BJP national president, Mr. Jana Krishnamur-
| thi, today sternly warned the Manipur State party leader, Mr. R.K.
i Dorendra Singh, who had said that he was awaiting the nod from
the Central party leadership to form a new Ministry, and forbade
any BJP legislator in Manipur to join a new Ministry,
! In a letter to the BJP legislature leader, Mr. Dorendra Singh, the
i BJP national president said, “I am given fo understand that you are
trying to form a Ministry under your chief ministership. Kindly
l note that no BJP MLA should approach the Governor to form a
[ government and no MLA of ours should join any Ministry.
#
1

"If anyone tries to join a Ministry he should resign from the BJP
before doing so or ctherwise he will have to face the coensequenc-
es,"" Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi warned in his letter released to the
press here. He pilloried party legislators in the State for voting
against the People’s Front Ministry headed by Mr. Radhabinod
Kotijam on the floor of the House yesterday. Mr. Jana Krishnamur-
thi said “we haVe clearly instructed you and other MLAs of the BJP
to vote fop-Confidence vote. It has not been followed.” — PTI

|

the idea of imposing President’s
rule in the State — one of the
compromise options apparently
acceptable to the Samata. “1f
MIAs group together and form a
front which has a majority and
which can give a stable govern-
ment, why should there be Presi-
dent’s rule?”’ Mr. Acharya justified
the formation of a new govern-
ment quoting the Constitution,
democsatic principles and even
people's mandate, while ignoring
the disease of defections.

The signal from the BIP scemed
io be that while i would not like
to see a new government in Mani-
pur sporting a BJP label (1o re-
place the ousted Samata
government}, it did not mind its
MLAs giving themselves a new
party label and then staking
claim.

The party was also not inclined
to take any disciplinary action

against its MLAs for defying the |

whip. The B}P leadership contin-
ued to insist that a whip ordering
s 26 party MLAs (0 vote in sup-
port of the Koijam Government,
which fell an Manday, was issued,
But, Mr. Narendra Modi, general
secretary, added that perhaps the
whip “did not reach all the MLAs.
We do not know how successful
nur man was in issuing the whip
to alf party MLAs.”

Clearly, the Samata was not sat-
isficd with the outcome of the
meeting. Dy, Shrivastawa harped
on the “main issue’ — "breach of

New political
front floated

By Qur Correspondent

imeHalL, may 22, Hectic political
activity is on in Manipur for the
installation of an alternative
Ministry after the defeat of the
three-month-old People’'s Front
Goverimment of Mr. Radhabinod
Koijam on Monday.

A new political front —
Progressive Democratic Alliance
~- headed by the BIP leader
and former Chief Minister, Mr.
R. K. Dorendra Singh, was
formed this morning.

Legislators of the Manipur
State Congress Party, the
Federal Party of Manipur, the
Nationalist Congress Party ande”
the Janata Dal (Loken) along
with the BJP MLAs are in the
FDA.

BIP claim: Page 13

trust by the BJP” — and said be-
fore the coafidence vote senior
BJP leaders had assured Mr. Fer-
nandes that the Koijam Govern-
ment would not be allowed to fall.

Sangma adds his bit

The Janata Daltl)) spokesper-
son, Mr. Mohan Prakash, suggest-
ed that an NDA team be sent 1o
Imphal to unravel the mess. But it
appears matters will remain
much as they are till May 28 —
and in Manipur those waiting ©
form the government may get res-
tive and may not wair il Lhen./
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. MUSSCORIE, May 20. ~ The
BJP national office bearers to-
- day commenced their two-day
brainstorming session to re-
" view the party’s poll reverses in
. the Assembly elections to four
' gtates and Pondicherry and for-
mulate a strategy for fortheom-
ing Assembly polls.

. The focus would be on Uttar
: Pradesh, where elections are
due later this year or early next
year.

- The session, chaired by party
k. president, Mr K Jana Krishna-
§ . murthy, is being held after the
BJP came out with its seven-
step formnla to refuvenate the
party at the grassroots level.

{Union hame minister, Mr LK
Advani is expec to attend
the meeting latet today,

B.IP review session begins

The stat umts in the four
states and dne Union Territory
that went to the polls, have
been asked to submit & detailed
assessment of the situation.

In Assam, the party said, the

“silting” of Ulfa guns in favour of
the Congress was the main rea-
son for the debacle of the AGP-
BJP alliance. In Tamil Nadu,
the party is likely to express its
concerns about falling values.
" The party has put up a brave
face claiming the namber of
MLAs in the five states had
gone up to 14 from eight. The
stress, now, would be on formu-
lating an effective strategy to
rejuvenate the party in Uttar
Pradesh, where the BJP has
very high stakes.

Mr Krishnamurthy said there
was nothing extraordinary
about holding roeetings at Mus-

soorie, a hill resort in Uttaran-
chal, as the party had already
taken a palicy decision to hold
its meetings in smaller states,

The seven-point strategy fi-
nalised by the two day Jhinjho-
I session included recruiting
more primary members to
broaden the social and political
base and training the cadres
about basic party commitments
enunciated in the Chennai dec-
laration.

Central BJP leaders will un-
dertake extensive tours to max-
imise inferaction between the
workers and leaders, Mr Krish-
narmrthy gaid. The BJP presi-
dent also said the affairs of the
NDA would not be discussed in
the session, as the focus would
be on the major partner in the
alliance - the BJP.

On Manipor crisis, the BJP

chief gaid the problems with the
Samata Party had been sorted
out and the BJP would vete in
favaur of the government dur-
ihg tomorrow's confidence vote
in Imphal. He said he had writ-
ten to NDA convenor and Sa-
mata Party leader, My George
Fernandes in this connection.
Mr Krishnamurthy said he
would effect changes in the par-
tv's cemtral coffice-bearers to
tone up the BJP's organisation-
al struciure, adds PT1. The par-
ty general secretary, Mr Naren-
da Modi said the changes
wonld take place “at the earli-
est.” “I believe in the dictum
that there is place and work for
everyone of us. Our collective
and cooperative efforts will see
us through the present chal-

lenges in Indian pobtical ares—
na,” he said. /
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~Cong forced us to
push Rly Budget
through, says BJP

HT Correspondent M . ('\
New Delhi, April 20 \
THE BJT is happy with its strat-
egy against the Congress's
stalling tactics in Parliament,
but feels that it will have to guard
against the political fallout.

“Though we are satisfied with
the passage of the Rallwayv
Budget, we are concerned over
the manner in which it was
passed without a discussion,”
BJP chief whip and spokesper-
sen V K Malhotra said. He said
this was probably the first time
that the Railway Budget was
passed in such a manner.

BJP spokesman Malhotra
described the Congress’s behav-
iour as ‘unparliamentary and
undemocratic”. Passage of the
Railway and General Budgets
was a constitutional obligation,
he said. “If the Budgetis are not
passed, the nation will come to a
standstil}.”

He urged the Opposition to
allow Pariiament to function nor-
mally for three davs from Maon-
day and take up the tehelka 1ssue
after the demands for grants of
ministries and the Budget were
passed.

The BJP has blamed the Con-
aress for forcing the Governnient

to push throlg e Railway
Budget without discussion.

Govarnment ajpnd RJIP leaders
say the Congress Pfailed” 1o seize
the opportunitylit had earlier,
whon the Government was ready
for any kind of debate, followed
by "any kind of inguiry” on the
tehelka revelations.

But the Congress could not
come up with a strategy that was
convinecing to even its own MPs.
Now. the Government and the
BJP are against accepting any
Congress pre-condition for nor-
maley to return in Parliament.
Besides, in their view, a JPC
would not be proper now when
rhe Venkatasamy Commission
has begun work.

The Government cannot ask
the Commission to wind up when
itwas set up in consultation with
the Chief Justice of Supreme
Court. Hence, no purpose wiil be
served by initiating a debate on
the tchelka issue in the Rajya
Sabha, BJP leaders sav

The BJP's strategy got & shot
in the arm after Andhra Chief
Minister and TDP chief N Chan-
drababu Naidu supportod the
Government. He said the Con-
gress’s demand for a JPC probe
was "undemocratic” without a
proper debate in Parliament.

-
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/B__.1 P releases can

HT Correspondent
Kalkata, April 16

THE STATE BJP has kept aside
17 seats primarily to accommeo-
date disgruntled Congress MLAs
and Trinamool leaders, who are
still being wooed to join the BJP
fold.

Releasing the final list of can-
didates here today. the State BJP
Vice-President Muzaffar Khan
old a Press conference that the
party would contest in ag many
as 239 seats, while 38 seats are
being earmarked for its allies
like Samata Partv. Lok Jana
Shakti and Janata Dal (United).
“We are withholding names for
17 seats at this juncture,” Khan
said.

Khan maintained that talks
were still on with a number of
gissident Trinamool and Con-
gress leaders. “But we will only
nominate those with strong win-
ning chances,” he explained. He
sald the Janata Dal (United) has
been allotted 15 seats, Samata
Partiv 13 and the Lok Jana Shakti
10 seats. :

In contentious seats like Eng-
lishbazar in Malda, the BJP has
not announced its candidate,
since the party would prefer to
judge the situation further in the
wake of continuing tussle
between the Congress and Tri-
namool over the constituency.
Party leaders hope that the Tri-
namool candidate in English-
bazar Krishnendu Chowdhury
wonld come to the BJP, if the seat
finally goes to the Congress.

Against Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee, the BJP

Wi

Qidates lis

HINDUSTAN TIMES RPHOTD

State BJP vice-president Muzaffar Khan releases BJP's candidate list for the Assembiy election in the city on

Monday.

has decided to field Radheshyam
Brahmachari, an academician.
1n almost all the seats in Kolkata,
the BJP has fielded its own can-
didates, including Burrabazar
where sirting Congress MLA
Rajesh Khaitan was reportedly a
strong contender to clinch the
BJP ticket.

The party has also decided to
put up candidates in all the three
hill constituencies - Darjeeling,
Kalimpong and Kurseong. Dissi-
dent BJP leader Rahul Sinha has
been chosen for the Karandighi

seat in North Dinajpur.

In the list are nine women can-
didates, while 13 belong to the
minorities and 356 to the back-
ward caste categories.

There are 22 advocates, 20
college and university teachers,
10 doctors, three barristers and
one former director-general of
West Bengal police in the list,
with the former police chief Sub-
has Gosai contesting from Ram-
purhat.

The senior leaders in the State
BJP, including its president, two

vice-presidents and the general
secretary have kept themselves
away from the fray

“There were doubts if we
woluld be able to field candidates
in all the 294 seats, The list
proves that the BJP has not
weakenead at all by the desertion
of Trinamool. hut has been grow-
ing at a rapid pace. People from
all parties are joining us in
hordes and we have the potential
to emerge as a strong poHtical
i i Khan
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHt, APRIL 13. The revolt by a
section of the Bharativa Janata
Party in Assam took a serieus turn
and the central party rushed three
senior leaders to Guwahati today
to pacify the agitated state unit.
Till Thursday, the senior lead-
ers here were dismissive of the
suggestion that the BJP in Assam
had virtually split, but with re-
ports now coming in that 13 dis-
trict committees had deserted the
party and many more may follow

suit, the central leadership herz is
warried. '

The party vice-president, Mr.
Pyarelal Khandelwal, the gencral

' BIP leaders rush to Assam

spergtary, Organisation, Mr. Na-
r¢ndra Modi, and the general sec-
rdtary in-charge of Assam affairs,
. Sunil Shastri, Tushed 1o Gu-
wahati today although Mr. Shastri
had said on Thursday that only he
would attend the two-day State
election committee meeting.

[t seems the new organisation
floated by the disaffected State
patty leader, Mr. IHirenya Bhatta-
charva, the Asom Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party, is attracting a number of
party workers who have lost hope
of being given the ticket or being
able 1o work for their own party
candidates alter the BIP's electo-
ral pact with the Asom Gana Par-

-

ishad under which it will contest
only 44 seats.

The State unit is particularly
angry since it had helped to build
the party in Assam virtuzally from
scratch and it had heen able to
secure 33 per cent of the votey
cast during the 1999 Lok Sabha
elections. The dominant view in
the State unit is that the party
would perform better if it foughi
the elections on its own, but the
high command had another view.

THE HINDU wishes
its readers A Happy ‘
Vishu & Tamil New Year ;

g
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@%B.IP releases first list \\\

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. The Bharatiya
Tanata Party today released its first
list of 20 candidates for the Tamil
Nadu assembly elections, 5 for
Pondicherry and 48 for Kerala, and
announced its nominees for two
Lok Sabha byelections. The lists for
the West Bengal and Assam elec-
tions will be finalised after the
Prime Minister's return frotn Teh-
eran later this week.

The BIP candidate for the byelec-
tion to the Tiruchirapalli Lok Sabha
constituency  in Tamil  Nadu,
caused by the death of Rangarajan
Kumnaramangalam is Mr. M. N, Su-
kumaran. State secretary of the
party, and the son of the well-
known villain actor M. N. Nambiar.

The party's candidate for the
Midvapore Lok Sabha constituen-
cy in West Bengal, where a vacancy
was caused by the death of veteran
CpPI leader Indrajit Gupta, is Mr.
Rama Prasad Tewari, who is the
party's disirict president in Midna-
pore. The party has yer to declare
its candidate for the third Lok Sab-
ha byelection in Shahjahanpur, Ut-
rar Pradesh, where the death of
Congress leader Jitendra Prasada
caused the vacancy.

The party's first list includes all
the candidates for the five seats in
Pondicherry which is its share in
the DMK-led front, and 20 of the 21
seafs in its gqueta from Tamil Nadu.
‘The only candidate from Tamil Na-
du yel to be finaltsed is for the My-
lapote assembly segment,

The Tamil Nadu list includes the
twio sitting MLAs — Mr. C. Velay-
udhan  from . Padmanabhapuram
and Mr. B. Venkataswami from Ho-
sur. The party’s State unit presi-
dent, Mr. 8.P. Kirubanidhi has heen
given the teserved constituency of
Manamadurat. The State unit gen-
eral secretary, Mr. H. Raja has been
nominated fram Karaikudi, while
two State secretaries, Mr. S. Gna-

nashekharan, and Mr. N.R. Nan-
jappun, have been given ticket
from Mannargudi and Coimbatore
East respectively. The sister of
Rangarajan Kumaramangalam,
Mrs. Lalitha Kumnaramangalarm has
been accommodated in Tiruppur.

In Pondicherry, the candidares
are the State unil president, Mg,
AM, Krishnamurthy,(from Red-
diarpalayam); Mr. M. Viswesvaran,
a national council member,
{Cotcherry); Mr. N.K. Ragindran
(Mahe); Mr. C.P. Ganeshan, a State
executive membet,

(Palaor] and Mr. Gollapalli Gan-
gadhara Pratap, also a State exec-
utive member, {Yanam).

n Kerala, although the party
plans to contest at least 100 seats,
the party has declared candidates
for only 48 assembly segments. The
list includes two writers, Dr. Pu-
nathil Kunjabudalla from Beypore
and Mr. Madampu Kunhikuttan
from Kodungallur; the State unit
president, Mr. (LK. Padmanabhan
will contest the Manjeswar seg-
ment; the president of the State
women'’s forum, Mrs. Rema Ragh-
unandan, is the candidale from
Palghat and the youth forum presi-
dent, Mr. M.'I" Ramesh has got the
nomination from  Chengannur.
Other pany office-bearers have al-
so been accommodated — the
State gencral secretary, Mr. P.K
Krishnadas from Kasargod. the
State secretary, Mr. M.S. Kumar
from Nemam segment and a new-
comer, Mr. K. Sankaranarayan,
earlier in the Congress (8), is the
candidate from Trivandrum North.

In Bengal, the vice-president in
charge of State affairs, Mr. Kailash-
pati Mishra, did not care to hide
the fact that the party was waiting
for deserters frent the Trinamool
Congress and the Congress Party
befare {finalising nominations. If
these new entranis are deserving,
they would get the ticket, he said.
He refused io respond to the ques-

- s
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tion whether the ND
would be

again if the party did not win the
West Bengal Assembly elections,
while indicating that the Trina-
moaol leader, Ms. Mainata Baner-
jec, may be spared from artack in
the clectmn campalgn

B.IP Sena drlftmg
apart?
By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. A day after the
Naticnal ~ Democratic  Alliance
mceting asserted that the allies of
the BIP were fully with the BJP on
the Tehelka issue, the Shiv Sena
chief, Mr. Bal Thackeray, has pro-
ven that to be not quite correct.

Through the Sena mouthpiece,
Saamna, Mr. Thackeray has hit out
against the remarks attributed (o
the Prime Minister made during
his visit to Mumbai on Aprit 8, that
“Mumbaiwaias” (read Sena follow-
ers) did not quite like the idea of
“outsiders” in Mumbai.

While officially all that the BJP
general secretary, Mr. Narendra
Modi, said was “editoglals are writ
ten by the editor, and Mr. Bal
Thacker.ly ts not the editor of
Sacmna,” i is no secret in the par-
1y here that relations between the
BJE and the Shiv Sena have been
straineid. Soon after the Tehelka
tapes became public, Saamna had
kit out against the Prime Minister’s
Office, which was secn as an in-
direct attack on Mr, A.B. Vajpayee.
Then the BIP had to cance] its
Mumbai rally because Mr. Thacke-
ray refused to participate in it.

Party insiders believe that the Se-
na anger had less to do with Te-
helka and was more the result of
Sena desire to see the Congress-
NCP  Maharashira Goverminent
destabilised. However, i1 seems
that the BJP does not wanmt to
oblige the Sena which has been in-
sisting on keeping the Chief Minis-
ter’s portfalio. -

-
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 9

V{\’C\ i\

THE NDA today threatened to
take the battle inta the Congress
camp, if the latter continaed
with its “obscene demonstra-
tions™ against Vajpayee, the
obvious reference being to the
Mumbai incident yvesterday.
where Vajpavee was greeted with
black tiags and raucous slogans.

1t warned that if it were not
stopped, similar agitations

would be launched against Con- -

gress President Sonia Gandhi.
“Wherever the Congress Presi-
dent goes. similar demonstra-
tions will be held against her bt
minus the obscenity,”” NDA con-
vener George Fernandes, said,
while briefing reporters about
the hour-{ong KDA coordination
comimittee meeting.

The coordination committee
decided that the Congress would

A - .
rkWAMY ALLEGES S,0NIA-KGB LINK

CLOSE ON the heels of the Koujalalgi videatapes, Congress president Sonia
Gandhi now has anotner problem to contend with, Janata Party president
Subramanian Swarmy has accused her of having maintained shady links with
the now defunct Rusisian Intelligence agency KGB and her son, Rahul, of
being a I¥GE agent.

Swamy says Son‘ia's family, the Mainos, made money on Indo-Soviet trade
deals and deposited the money in fareign bank accounts. “l will present that
evidence in my next press conference,” he told media persons here today.
““Sonia Gandhi has heen fooling the whole country by saying that she studied
at Cambridge Univeersity. In fact, all that she did in London was to attend a !
cpaching class in English.”Swamy alleged that Atal Behari Vajpayee and Sonia
have a secret unclerstanding to not disturb each ather. “It is evident fram the
fukewarm resporise of the Congress over the Tehelka tapes. If the ruling party
do riot take any 1action | will be forced to file a PIL in court”. Swamy went 1o
fhe extent of saying that the Soviet Union played a key role in getting Sania

| married to Rajihs Gandhi. “Indira Gandhi had opposed the marriage but the
Soviet Union mobilised the then fareign secretary T N Kaul to convince Mrs
Gandhi not to usbject since they regarded the Mainos as ‘reiiable contacts’ in
Italy,” HTC Mumbai

Prime Minister”. By proclaiming
the Prime Minister, and not the
NDA, as the Congress target, the

be “pubdicly told to stop forth-
with the dem onstrations and the
kind of slojzans thrown at the

onia of ﬁf—for—tat attack

party hopes to shift facus, Tt is
now ptetty c¢hvious the NDA is
once again cashing on Vajpavee's
“clean image” o diffuse the
Opposition’s attack on the Arms-
gate issue. *Tt is up to the Can-
gress to decide whether they
would like to persist with such
demonstrations,” George said.

Fernandes said once the pre-
sent phase of its public rallies on
the tehelka expose and the
assembly elections were over, the
NDA would expose the continu-
ing corruption by the Congress,
wherever they were in power,

They would particwlarly focus
on the “extraordinary assets”
acquired by Vincent George, por-
sohal secretary to Congress Pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi.

"It needs to he explained how a
person who was drawing Rs 400 a
month has come to possess assets
of crores of rupees,” Fernandes

said. /
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Legislators above
BJP ethlcs code

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, April 6: The BJP
has decided that the proposed
code of ethics announced with
fanfare by K, Jana Krishna-
murthi in the first news con-
ference he addressed as party
president will not be enforced
on its MPs and MLAs.

Instead, the BJP hassetupa
five-member committee to “draw
up a code of ethicsfor partymen
who hold offices in various elec-
tive bodies other than in Pariia-
ment and state legislatures”,
vice-president Pyarelal Khandel-
wal said. The panel will be head-
ed by former party chief Kushab-
hau Thakre.

Party sources said the commit-
tee’s brief would merely be to
evolve a framework for working
ottt the code and not implement
or even inonitor its implementa-
tion. “That work will be done by
another authority,” they said.

In his news conference of

! March 28, Krishnamurthi had de-

clared: “There isaneed toevolvea
code of conduct for the party’s
elected representatlves which
would gvern their conduct. I'will
Gt any party colleagues to pre-
pare a note on that subject, which
I will place before the national

e:xecutne atitsn eetmg

Krishnamurthi had made it
clear that even Ceéntral ministers
would come unddr the purview of
the envisaged code.

BJP sources had then said that
such an announcement was nec-
essary, given the circumstances in
which  Krishnimurthi was
anointed — after his predecessor,
Bangaru Laxman, was seen tak-
ing money in the Tehelka tapes.

The “need of the hour”, they
maintained, was to show the
party was “serious” about clean-
ing up its own stable after none
ather than the party president
was caught “red-handed”.

Asked what caused a climb-
down, BJP spokesman VK. Mai-
hotra said: “MPs’ and ministers’
conduct would come under the
ambit of the Lokpal Bill. The BJP
wants to include even the Prime
Minister within the purview of
the Bill. Besides, the Rajya Sab-
ha’s ethics committee has already
prepared its report while the Lok
Sabha committee is still at work.
So the conduct of MPs will be gov-
erned by these committees.”

When it was pointed out that
the Lokpal Bill had still not been
tabled in Parliament, there was no
reply. Neither did Malhotra have
an answer to why the BJP had
linked parliamentary legislation

on the conduct of MPs of all par-
ties with its own proposals for a
prescriptive code, especially
when it claimed to he a “party
with a difference”.

If these elected representati-
ves were excluded from the pur-
view of the code of ethics, it wou-
1d only apply to members of
smaller local bodies like
sarpanchs and zilta parishad
members, who were described by
BJP sources themselves as “small
fish in a large pond™,

Sources said in states like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, Krish-
namurthi’s declaration had rais-
ed the hackles of MPs and MLAs
who saw the code as an “infringe-
ment” on their “working”.

They said a couple of days ago
Atal Bihari Vajpavee had sounded
out Thakre on reconsidering Kr-
ishnamurthi's proposal. Thakre
enjoys a better rapport with the
Prime Minister than Krishna-
murthi and is still the main con-
duit between the BJP and the gov-
ernment.

They added that the'idea of the
BJP’s writ running over its minis-
ters and MPs was resented by a
section. The distinction between
the party and the government
had to be “respected and
maintained”. *

o See Page 6 /
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"BJP ethics
‘code exempts

party boses

HT Correspondent M{{ -
New Delhi, April 6

NEW BJP chief Jana Krishna-
murthi’s much-professed idea of
a code of ethics to cleanse the
party in the wake of the tehelka
contraversy has turned into a bit
of an anti-climax.

A five-member panel, appoint-
ed for the cleansing drive, has
been told that their brief isnotio
cover party MPs and MLAS. The
dos and don’ts prescribed by the
panel wiil only apply to those in
the lower ranks of the party, wha
are elected to municipatities and
panchayats.

A BJP release said the com-
mittee wounld draw up a code of
ethics within a month “for mem-
bers who hold offices in various
elective bodies other than Parlia-
ment and State Legisiatures.”

The panel would comprise for-
mer prestdent Kushabhau
Thakre as the convenor, and
senior BJP leaders Kailashpati
Mishra, J P Mathur, ¥V P Goel
(party treasurer) and Basvara)
Patil (president of ¥Karnataka
BJP) as its members.

TheyBJP's explanation is that
the MEAs and MPs are to follow
rules framed by the ethics com-
mittees of the respective Houses.
Hence, the party need not fix any
code for them.

J P Mathur said: “Twill consult
Thakre and the BJP president on
the guidelines for the panel,
which is not going to implement
the code. We are to only draw the
code.”

When Krishnamurthi made
the *March 29 announcement
abgut the ethics code, he had in
mind a code of conduct for “all
elected representatives including
the MPs and MLAs.” This, he
said, was to show that “our party

should he able to demonstrate
that it is willing o apply stan-
dards to itself which it expects
from other parties” and to regain
the tag “it 15 indeed a party with
a difference.”

Many BJP leaders are sur-
prised that the MPs and MLAs
have been left out of the panel's
agenda when their conduct has
come under much criticism.

Also, what has haffled some
partymen is that “if the tehelka
issue is a conspiracy {as made
out by the BJP National Exécu-
tive) why do we need a code of
ethics? Secondly, the expose was
on the top leaders and not on
municipal and panchavat lead-
ers.”

The party’'s reaction to pro-
posed code is anvthing but posi-
tive. A UP BJP leader asked:
“What do they expect us to do?
Wear khadi and move around
with begging bowls?” Other UP
ieaders and ministers echoed
similar responses.

Last vear, former BJP general
secretary K N Govindacharya
maoted the ided of a code of con-
duct for ministers to salvage the
BJP's image, but it was met with
Searn.

L
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BJP gainstGﬁ, may lose Samata

S

- ’
HT Correspondent H v
Guwahati, April 6

TROUBLED BY dissent within
their respective parties following
the alliance, the Asom Gana
Parishad and the Bharatiya
Janata Party now face the
prospect of being shunned by the
Samata Party, one of the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance con-
stituents,

The Samata Party's State unit
led by former Congressman Afza-
lur Rahman is “keen on an elec-
toral tie-up with the AGP and
BJP”, but would do so only if the
combine leaves 32 seats for it.

The argument of the Samata
Party is that 90 per cent of these
32 seats demanded are in minori-
ty-dominated areas. 1t claimed
that among the non-Congress
parties, Samata had the
strongest influence in these con-
stituencies, and was the only
party among the NDA con-
stituents capable of emerging
victorious.

“Since we are a partner of the
NDA Government at the Centre,
we want to maintain that part-
nership in the State,” Rahman
said., “We have had several

rounds ofy digcussions with both
AGP and BJE leaders, and sub-
mitted ourldemand of contesting
32 seats. Iff things do not work
out, we shall go it alone and con-
test some more seats.”

Most of these seats are in
Dhubri, Goalpara, Sonitpur, Dar-
rang, Barpeta, Nagaon, Mori-
gaon, Karimganj, Hailakandi
and Cachar districts.

The Samata Party is commit-
ted to defend the contentious llle-
gal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunal} Act prevalent only in
Assam to detect and deport
aliens. He claimed Samata presi-
dent George Fernandes had
givern an assurance that the party
leadership would lobby in the
NDA for the retention of IM(DT)
Act.

The Samata stang on IM(DT)
Act clashes with that of the AGP
and BJP, both preferring either
amendment or scrapping of the
Act. The contention of these two
parties is that the IM{DT) Act is
loaded in tavour of illegal immi-
grants, mostly from Bangladesh,
and comes in the way of their
deportation.

Meanwhile, Samata general
secretary Swapan Dutta said the

party has divested Madhav Bhat-
tacharyya of his vice-president
post and suspended him for anti-
party activities. He said Suraj
Naiding has been appointed the
new general secretary of the
party’s State Cominittee while
Ajit Bora has been made the
president of the State Juba
Samata.

BJP eyes 50 Assembly seats in
Assam: THE BJP is hopeful of
reaching an agreement with
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on
the 50 seats that it wants to con-
test for the coming Assembly
elactions in the State after two
rounds of talks between the two

parties here, adds PTI frém New’

Delhi.

Two rounds have passed and
the parties are to discuss details
of the distribution of seats ohly
in subseguent rounds of talks
scheduled on Thursday night
and Friday. The two sides dis-
cussed to strengthen the alliance
the main thrust being to fight the
Congress and ensure its defeat, a
BJP leader said.

In the 126-riember Assembly,
18 seats have been allotted- 13 to
Bodos and 5 to hill areas, leaving
108 to be divided between the BJP

THE HINDUST/N TE 2
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and AGP The BJP. which has 5
MLAs in the current Asseinbly
warnts 50 seats whereas AGH has
expressed its desire to coitest 84
seats.

The AGP has sought more
time to discuss the issue with its
president and Assam Chief Min-
ister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
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AVING taken office in the
most unpropitious of contexts
the previous arty
president was caught taking a
“donation” Jana Krishnamurthy,
the new B.JFP chief, has a fough remit,
which, for this Tamil RSS pracharak,
includes learning Hindi.
Mr Krishnamurthy joined  “active
politics”, after six years as a RSS man,
at the behest of MS Golwalkar. This
parivar pedigree is further disting-
uished by the foct that Atal Behari
Vajpayee guided Mr Krishnamurthy's
political career in Tamil Nadu and LK
Aduvani suggested he come to Delhi.
There was a time, after Mr
. Krishnamurthy's refusal to accept the
Karnataka governorship offered to him
by the party leaders 37 when his
political fortunes were down. And he
fell aut, almost at the last moment, of
the party presidentship contest.
Bangaru Laxman won that round. In
an extensive interview with SUDESH
K VERMA* Mr Krishnamurthy
insisted his disgraced predecessor be
iven at leqst the beneﬁpt of the doubt,
xcerpts:

What are your priorities? _

To see the party through the present
difficulties, to face the coming polls in five
states successfully and expand the
organisational, electoral and social bases
of the party.

What are the post-Tehelka chal-
lenges?

The Opposition is trying its best Lo create
an impression thal something was
seriously wrong in the BJP because of the
Tehelka tapes. The BJP leadership
immediately understood the design behind
the Opposition’s move. The NDA’s decision
to hold public meetings in several parts of
the country will enable us to dispel! any
doubi in the people’s minds.

But the party’s image has suffered
after the Tehelka exposures?

The party’s image was sought to be sullied.
But there has been no noliceable damage
done, T think I can safely say that no
damage has been done to the party.

The RSS has described Mr Laxman as
a failed swayamsevak. What do you
say on this?

MG Vaidya (RSS spokesman) has given a
clarification, subsequently, that the RSS
will consider him a failed swavamsevak
only after he is found guilty. ,
Are you saying that he is not guilty?
He is not guiity. He has said he is not
guilty. And he is ready to subject himself

v

\(“_.
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4 personfound guilty will have to
face...pay\the penalty far it.

You said at the national
executive meeting that Mr
Laxman would be given
responsibility befitting his

personality?
There were reports expressing
doubts whether Mr Laxman

would be reinstated as president §
after he gets himself cleared by
the Venkatswamy commission.
So, 1 stated that once he is found
nol guilty, the party will assign
him such work commensurate
with his personality and in the
best interests of the party. When 1
say a place, it does not necessarily
mean any post as posts are very
limited.

There seems to be discri-
mination while dealing with
Mr Laxman and Mr Fer-
nandes?

There is no direct allegation
against Mr Fernandes even in the
Tehelka tapes. The tapes have
shown Bangaruyi as if he received
some money. The best course for
him would be to establish his
innocence before a commission.
Mr Laxman said in an
interview that even some of
his party colleagues did not
want him to continue...?

You must understand Bangarui’s mindset
at that time. There was no such comment
within the party. There may be views of a
few individuals and Bangaru Laxman
knows them well. The decisions of the
executive and council bind the party and
not an individual’s comment.

The BJP has been stressing that the
party would accept donations above
Rs 1,000 only through chegues. How
could a party president take Rs 1 lakh
in cash?

That was a suggestion made by Advaniji
sometime back, but that was not adopted
as a policy. We were insistent that any
donation above Rs 10,000 should be
credited in our account to show from whom
it has becn received and by whom. Now

has no time or patience to probe.
You are not a favourite with
the RSS?
Even teday, [ am a swayamsevak
of the R58. I have dedicated my
life to the RSS cause. It is due to
the RSS chief that [ came to
politics. My bond with the RSS is
still there and it will continue.
But 1 am working in a particular
field and it is my responsibility to
carry my party in that particular
field, The basic thing that the
| Sangh expects from every swa-
yamsevak is that he must be true
to the work he does. The nation
comes first. He has to carry a
team with him and his
commitment is to serve the
people and not benefit from his
gervice, I will uphold all these
things in my political life.
Which face of the BJP would
you like to project — the
hardline Hinduatva repre-
sented by the Ayodhya move-
ment or the liberal, secular
image represented by the
National Democratic Allian-
ce?
I don't see any face other than the
BJP's natural face. The labels of
hardliners, softliners, liberal,
gsecular or communalists have

BJP president Jana Kirshnamurthy: Only sees BJP's natural face.

-that this thing has happened, we will be
thinking whether any measure is neceded
to correct our fund cellection procedure,
Do you call it impropriety or irre-
gularity what Mr Laxman did?

It's neither, as no policy decision was
taken cven if a suggestion was made.
Then why is everybody saying that it
has damaged the party’s image and
that the president should not have tu-
ken money himself?

It is because of the visual impact ereated
by the tapes. Any person secing it for the
first time will get the impression that
something has been done which should not
have been done. And if it had not heen
linked with the defence deal, nothing
would have happened. Many a time the
common man goes by an #mpression. He
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been the Opposition’s attempts to
prevent the minorities and others
from drawing closer to the BJP.
As we progress and reach every section of
suciety, the misunderstanding about us
will be cleared.

There has been a shift in the BJP's
stand in comparison to the days of the
Babari Masjid’s demolition?

There has been no shift in the BJPs hasic
appreach. Frem (6 Deccembery 1992
onwards, some party leaders have been
seriously analysing and assessing the
Indian political scenc. We feel the politics
of confrontation has not in anyway helped
the country. There shouid be comsensus an
some basic issues. For the politics of
consensus, we had to leave out some items
from our party agenda.

But these are still there in the party’s
agenda?

It is very much there. Il tomorrow, or

‘Poiitics 6f(/¢onfroniuiﬁvn hasn’t
ped the country’

sometime [ater, a consensus evolves on
some of the other tssues, we will adopt it.
Otherwise, we will keep them in abeyance
tii such time we are able to build a
CONSENSiS.

The RSS chief has asked the
government to remove hurdles in the
way of the Ram temple’s construction
at the disputed site?

This government is keeping an open mind
on all issues and would welcome all
suggestions honestly made, But it is for
the government to see which of these can
be accepted and which not, under the
present circumstances.

You coine from the south. The party’s
main base is in the north. How will
you make yourself more acceptable in
the north?

I am not a stranger to party workers and
leaders in north India. ] have been
interacting with them for the last seven
years, It is true that [ have not toured the
northern states to address public meetings
hut once [ start touring, that will be taken
care of. I have started using Hindi as my
medium in this part of the country. And 1
have decided that I will speak only in
Hindi while visiting the northern states.
Mamata Banerjee's withdrawal from
the NDA must have sent the wrong
signal about the government’s sta-
bility?

Everybody realises that the government is
stable. Qur voters and workers feel that
Mamata Banerjee’s withdrawal from the
NDA has affected the NDA’s image only to
the extent that it has lost one of its
partners.

Why did Tehelka happen with the
BJP? Merely blaming the Congress
may not be enough?

We are not blaming the Congress. That's
not our objective. But we did not expect
such irresponsible behaviour from the
main Opposition. They have got every
right to attack us. But a person like Sonia
Gandhi openly accusing Vajpayeesi of
being a gaddar (trailor)? She crossed all
limits and forced us to hit back. Why
should the Congress ask their yuva
motcha people to attack BJP offices in
various states?

But why did Tehellka happen? ‘
A proper inquiry by a judicial mind alone
can bring out the truth of the Tehelka
tapes. Suppose the commission finds
Bangaru Laxman is not guilty, what does
ane conclude from il. Will one not conclude
that there was a conspiracy and a frame-
up?

*Special Representative, The Stutesman,
New Delhi. //V/f'




AGP & BJP seal tie-up,
‘seat thCllpS hkel;f

W v

Utpal Parashar
Guwahati, April 2

THE GENERAL body of theg
ing Asom Gana Parishad to
approved the party high com
mand’s decision to form a seat-
sharing alliance with the
Bharatiyva Janata Party for the
forthcoming Assembly elections
in the State.

Following Monday’s develop-
ment, both the parties will now
have prolonged deliberations on
sharing of seats for the 126-mem-
her Assembly

Sources from both the parties
stated that there were would nev-
ertheless be severe differences
on this issue.

Discussions to finalise the list
of candidates will take place in
New Delhi on Tuesday BJP
sources said the party is likely to
demand nearly 50 tickets. But
insiders in the AGP said the BJP
might be given only 30 tickets.

“In the 19499 general elections,
our candidates finished first in
33 Assembly constituencies and
came a close second in many oth-
ers. Hence, it is only proper that
we are given tickets in around 50
constituencies where we have a

Prafulla Mahanta

strong presence.” said a senior
state BJP leader.

He said the party was likely to
demand tickets in most of the
urban constituencies. “Our pres-
ence is more marked in the
urban areas of the State, while
the AGP is strong in the rural
areas. So, it would be in the
interest of both the parties that
BJP candidates are given tickets
in urban areas while AGP candi-
dates contest from rural areas,”
he stated.

The BJP leader admitted there
may he confizsion on same seats.

cy. The last general electlons
showed that we enjoy a lot of pop-
ularity in the area, but since
AGP's Alka Desai Sharma
waon the by-election from this
constituency with a huge mar-
gin, the AGP would definitely
want to have her contest again,”
he said.

The BJP demand is likely to
spell doom for some AGP leaders
including some sitting Ministers.
According to the BJP sources,
the party will demand tickets
from constituencies like East
Guwahati, Amguri, Jorhat,
which are the constituencies of
AGP ministers Biraj Sharma,
Pradip Hazarika and Hitendra
Nath Goswami respectively

Apart from the Ministers. the
AGP might have to forge some of
its sitting MLAs as the BJP
demanid includes at least 10 seats,
which are at present being held
by AGP leaders.

“Tt is apparent that there will
be several hurdles while tryving
to finalise a list agreeable to
everyone. But it should divert us
from our main aim of stopping

|

|

the Congress from coming to
power in Assatn,” he said. /
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. In what is
seen as a direct response to the
unsavoury Tehelka episode, the
Bharativa Janata Party president,

. Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, today

announced his resolve to put inte
place “a code of ethics for party
MPs, MLAs and all elected repre-
sentatives of the people at all lev-
els.”

He made clear his intention to
set up a committee of office-bear-
ers who would be asked to pre-
pare a note suggesting a code of
ethics, which would be placed he-
fore the next meeting of the na-
tional executive committee in
about three monihs.

“Our party should be able to
demonstrate that it is willing to
apply standards to itself which it
expects from other parties,” Mr.
Krishnamurthi said while ad-
dressing his first press conference
here after being confirmed party
president. He requested the Op-
position to centinue to fight its
political battles from party [o-
rums and allow Parliament to
take up urgent legislative busi-
ness.

He covered a number of issues

| — the role expected of responsib-

le ruling and opposition parties,

the BJP's right and duty to make
constructive criticism of the Gov-
ernmenti, the urgent need to in-
troduce and adopt a Lok Pal bill
and the party’s expectation from
the coming Assembly elections.

Mr. Krishnamurthi made it
clear that as far as the National

Democratic Al-
| liance agenda
was concerned
the party would
“lend its full
weight to it”
and the “possi-
bility of the BJP
spelling out its
: individual

Mr. Jana agenda did not
Krishnamurthl arisc under the

circumstances.” To a question on
the NDA partners coming in and
zoing out of the alliance in moves
that appeared opportunistic, he
said, ““the NDA had not come to-
gether on a common ideology but
had evolved a common pro-
gramme, [t was a voluntary asso-
ciation of pelitical parties and the
only compulsion was that im-
posed from within those parties.”
It was an indirect way of reassert-
ing what the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L.K.Advani had stated in
Chennai, that little or no ideology

d

W\BJP plans code of ethics.;

was required in governan e}

For the first time, perhdps, the
party categorically stated khat “'if
and when the (Tehelka) finquiry
committee found Mr. Hangaru
Laxman {former party president)
guilty, the party would not hes-
itate to take action.” Mr. Krish-
namurthi was responding (o a
guestion whether the party would
like Mr. Laxman to resign his Ra-
fya Sabba seat.

He admitted there were some
“passing references to this issue”
during the recent national exec-
utive committee meeting, but Mr.
Laxman had resigned as party
president and agreed to submit
himself to an inquiry, and there-
fore, for the moment, there was
no need for any further action.
That was the collective decision of
the national executive.

The so-called Nagpur message
of the party given by Mr. Laxman
was ‘‘not a new idea’".

There was no clear respouse
from the party 10 Mr. Advani’s re-
cent statement in an interview
that it was not useful to go after
the “political conspiracy” theory
to demolish or rubbish Tehetka.
Only an inquiry would help estab-
lish the conspiracy theory, was
the feeling.
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ShantabKum r and Bh
Singh Shekhawat, were very
eritical of My Lazman,
Mr Kumar took the initiative
"in this regard. He said what
Mr Laxman had done could not
be defended becanse the party
had all the while been claiming
- that these involved ip taking
- commission in defence deals
* were anti-national
He proved to be the weakest
link in the entire Tehelks
- episode. How long the party
" should carry thig guilt and why
. carry it,
~ The executive should work
out something whereby it was
no longer the responsibility of
the party to defend it. My
Laxman should thus either
quit the party or the party
should remgve him, he said at
the meeting.
Mr Shekhawat said the party
should not try to push the dirt
under the carpet ang should

_ handle g situation without
fear et Tavour. His arguments

AETE  supported by Mr TN

. Chaturvedj and Mr
Shatrughan Sinha.



Mne man I've suffered the greatest insult: PM

Barbs for Laxman
A ui BJP meet

SANJAY SINGH
STATESMAN NEWS SEHWCE

NEW DELHI, March 26. —
The public show of support and
sympathy that the BJP put out
for its sacked president, Mr
Bangaru Laxman, was appa-
rently just a show.

Behind closed doors, say se-
nior BJP leaders, the party’s .

national executive was highly
critical of Mr Laxman. His crit-
ics included Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee who reportedly la-
mented that thanks to the mis-
deeds of one man, he (Mr
Vajpayee} had to listen to slo-
gans that were more insulting
than anything he had heard in
his long political career.

Mr Vajpayee reversed the line
taken by the new party presi-

dent, Mr Jana Krishnamurthy,
who defended Mr Laxman and
even spoke of an honourable re-
habilitation package that could
await for him.

Mr Vajpayee replied to the ar-
guments made by his party col-
leagues that it was a consplra—

lEd1tor1a1 Salvagmg
honowur, pa.ge 6

cy hatched by the Opp051t10n
“Even if it was a trap, why did
we walk into it.” A deeply ag-
grieved Mr Vajpayee emotion-
ally said: “If the individual con-
cerned had acted in a responsi-
ble manner and didn’t commit
the wrong then I wouldn't have
heard what was unthinkable
till the other day. The Opposi-
tion had shouted ‘chor, chor

{HE STATESMAS
77 MAR 2N

wheh I used 9;231' the House
in Parliament. {The images that
are being shown on TV would
have long and iasting effect on
public memory. The wound is
too deep to be taken lightly.”
Mr Vajpayee’s remarks struck
an immediate chord with cur-
rent public perception and feel-

¢ ing of a majority of party lead-
. ers. His speech at the Ramlila

Grounds acted as the much re-
quired booster dose for a
beleaguered party cadre. This
also sealed all speculations of
Mr Laxman’s rehabilitation in
the government or party.
Though Mr Krishnamurthy in
his maiden presidential speech
had set the tone hy defending
his predecessor, leaders like Mr

B See LAXMAN: page 8



ovmdacharya on globalisation
BN

NEW DELHI, March 26. —

Former BJP general secretary, i NAGPUR March 26 — All Christian intellectuals in the coun-

Mr KN Govindacharya, has ' try should set up 2 Federation of Swadeshi Churches, the Rash-

written letters to influential -triva Swayamsevak Sangh chief, Mr K Sudershan, said here to-

people te win them over in op- | day, adds PTI from Nagpur.

posing globalisation and re- Mr Sudershan said the Christian intellectuals in the

versing ecohomic priorities, ., country should initiate the process by sitting together

which he feit was compromis- +"and discussing the shape of the federation.

ing national economic sever- Reiterating his concept of & swadeshi church, the RSS chief

eignty. ‘ . said churches should not have any foreign links or have any

The letter opposes the remov- - financial transaetions with them.

al of quantitative restrictions The management of churches and its properties should be

saying this would damage the ' ., solely under the control of Indian devotees, he added.

economy, ‘ :v He claimed that his predecessors like Guruji Golvalkar
He said India’s sufferings on and Balasaheb Deoras had previously echoed similar senti-

: ments.

agcount of signing the WTO .
have been more than its While calling upon Christians to join the mainstream, Mr

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

gains, KN Gowedacharya . Sudershan lambasted church leaders on the Dalit Chrisiian

Among the people who are
being sent copies of the letter
include Prime Minister, Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Union
home minister, Mr LK Ad-
vani, other important BJP
and R3S leaders, the NDA
leaders, Mr George Fern-
andes, Mr Nitish Kumar and
Mr Ram Vilas Paswan,

All chief ministers, former
prime ministers and Opposi-

tion leaders, including Mrs ' issue.
Sonia Gandhi, Mr Somnath

Chatterjee, Mr Harkishen
Singh Surjeet, Mr AR Bard- .

han and Mr Mulayam Singh

Yadav are included in the list.

The letter seeks suggestions .

of these leaders on 18 issues
that he is analysing in his |

study. One of them is whether |

India should walk out of the
WTO.

AR rp———

He claimed that Dalits converted as Christians were not
_getting regervations for employment in institutions run by

' Christian missionaries.

“When Christianity believes in equality, why not give
; priority to Dalit Christians in their own institutions in-

stead of asking the government,” he asked.

Mr Sudershan also criticised the recent Vatican admission

of sexual exploitation of nuns.

He was speaking on the occasion of releasmg a book

The Indian Church. — PTI



1t’s rinti‘‘ogswection
time, Advani tells
party colleagues

By Smita Gupta as Rajva Sabha member as well,

The Times of India News Service  Although Mr Kumar's demand did
NEW DELHE: [n what can he con- 10t evoke any response. the mes-
sidered the first real admission that  S8ge was clear. It would be difficult
someihing has gone terribly wrong 19 carry the burden of that grainy.
within the BJP. home minister LK, but real black and white image of
Advani cxhorted his partymen to MI Laxman grabbing a bundle of
“look inwards”, notes and stuffing it into a drawer.
Speaking at the parly’s nationaj _ The only kind words for Mr
executive here on Saturday, Mr Laxman came from his successor.
Advani, who is reportedly calling In his presidential specch. Mr
the shots in the BJP. said the Tehelka  Krishnamurthy stated that a few
episode had served as a reminder to  people in the party had [elt that Mr

party workers to look within and Laxman should not have resigned.

counter the negative influences that He was “Jb‘;iUUSW refernng o the
had gained ground within the organ-  Party’s SCAST members who were
isation. “People will jgnore the upsel by the treatment meted out
wrong-doings of the Congress and (¢ the former president. Mr .
other partics, but will be deeplv dis- Krishnamurthy. however, was quick
mayed at seeing the image of the (o add that Mr Laxman’s resigna-
BIP being sullied,” he said. tion had been accepted at his insis-

Mr Advani’'s statement. alone tence. In short, he made it clear to

with the fact that the national exec- Mr Laxman’s supporters that he

. utive's first act was to confirm K. [ad not been asked to step down,

Jana Krishnamurthy’s appointment ~ Remarking that Mr Laxman's
as party chief until the end of the actions were “true to the tradition
present term, underscored the of the BIP”, the party chief said,
mtentions of the BIP to distance “All of us look forward to the day
itself from the unsavoury Bangaruy when Shri Bangaru stands vindi-
Laxman episode. Formalising Mr cated and is found to be an inno-
Krishnamurthy’s appointment also  cent victim caught in a web of con-
meant that all doors regarding Mr  spiracy. [ can assure you that once
Laxman’s retumn as party chief, even he passes this agripariksha , his
if only after the completion of the services will be available again.™

‘armsgate’ probe, had been shut. But even as the effort to push the

Not just that, food and civil sup- - Laxman chapter away from public
phies. rainivter-Shanta Kumar;"wmp
ing the discussion on the political accused the “frustrated opposi-

resolution, remarked that the party  tion” of deliberately trying to dis-
must ask Mr Laxman to step down  credit the BJP-led government.
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~BJP drive to rebuild image

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 24

WA

A CONCLAVE of top BJP leaders:

today unveiled a four-pronged
strategy to rebuild the party’s
image as a “party with a differ-
énce” and strengthen Prime Min-
ister A B Vajpayee’s call to
remove the dirt in public life.

Firstly, the probe announced

by the Government into the
teheika tapes will be a credible
inquiry to establish the “full

truth.” Secondly, the party will '

enforce strict accountability
standards after a serious intro-
spection. Thirdly, the law will be
allowed to take its own course.
The guilty shall be punished but

an honest man’s re atlon will
not be allowed to be jullied. Last,
wherever institutiohal changes
are required to refokm the sys-
tem, the BJP will taka initiative.
The BJP National \Executive

. decided that the goveryment and

the party should addgress the

. principal issue of funding of
.. political parties, which as a legit-
‘imate activity should be made

more transparent.

Anxious to erase the public
impression of its chief accepting
money, as shown by the tehelka
tapes, the BJP conclave resolved
to show that it would go for de-
centralised fund collection,
reduce the dependence on big
money and instead collect small

JAMA FOR BANK RATE CUT REVIEW

K Jana Krishnamurthi has
asked the Government to review
its decision to cut bank interest
rates on deposits. He said the
reduction of interest rate for
deposits by one and half per
cent had caused resentment
among small depositors.

More reports on Page 9

amounts from larger sections of
supporters and sympathisers.

A political document was
adopted by the conclave to con-
vey this message after BJP lead-
ers led by Home Minister L K
Advani said the “conspiracy” to

nE HRDUSTAN ™et
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destabilise the Government this
time should be seen in the con-
text of the Congress’ fallu-re in
the past.

Advani said the tehelka
episode had served to remind the
BJP to leok within and counter
the negative influences that
“have gained ground within the
organisation.”

He said the people, who would
have ignored the wrongdoings of
the Congress and other parties,
were deeply dismayed at seeing
the BJP's image sullied by such
events,

In his first speech as BJP pres-
ident, Krishnamurthi said the
tehelka tapes were aimed at
demolishing the party’s image.

-
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By Neena Vyas 0 ]

NEW DELMI, MARCH 24. The political
resolution adopted by the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party’s national exec-
utive cominitiee today almost
entirely focussed on the after-
math of the Tehelka episode, and
as expected, took the line that it
was part of a larger conspiracy.
The Congress, it said, could hard-
ly claim high morai ground and
the “truth” about the episode
would be established. fL,%
o

The threc-page resoluti
a declaration of faith in the BJP-
led Government and the leade}-
ship of the Prime Minister, MJ.
AB. Vajpayee. It ended with
quote from the Prime Minister's
address to the nation after the re
signation of Mr. George Fer-
nandes as [Defence Minister,

Narendra

ADVANI CALLS FOR INTROSPECTION WITHIN PARTY

which admiis to the dirt in the
system needing to be cleansed, a
resolve to get to the truth through
an inguiry and the promise that
the problem will be converted in-
to an opportunity to make the
country stronger and cleaner.

~But there were some glaring
contradictions, While the general-

secretary, Mr. Modi,
virtually declared the Vajpavee
Government innocent, the resoe-
lution quoted the need t¢ “clean
up the dirt that has come inio
view”. The BJP continued to
maintain that it was a party with a
difference, a party with a mission,
and was resolved to deliver a
clean and transparent adminis-

tration. The only concession it
made was in cailing for “intro-
spection within the party.” The
Union Home Minister, My, LK.
Advani, intervening during the
discussion on the political resolu-
don, said the party must “look
within and counter the negative
influences that have gained

ground within the otganmn{)m

Jana Krishnamurthi's ppomtment ratified

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 24. The BJP national execillie
committee today showed the seriousness of s con-
cern af the allegations against its former president,
Mr. Bangaru Laxman, virtually ciosing the doors on
his possible rerurn to his post.

Mr, Jana Krishnamurthi's position as president
was unanimously ratified by the national executive
this morning after the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, moved a resolution on this. Later, it was
officially announced that Mr. Krishnamurthi would
continue as president for the rermaining period.

Although the party is stili claiming that Mr. Lax-
man (who stayed away from the executive commit-
tee) is innocent, and that he had taken the money
{as exposed by the Tehelka tapes) for party funds,
the battomline is that it has almost acknowledyed
that he has become a huge embarrassment.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Krishnamurtht re-
ferred to the painful situation in which Mr. Laxman
had t¢ submit his resignation. But he tried to turn
this round to suggest that this was part of an Opposi-
tion conspiracy "to create a situation of doubt about
the cr}r.likﬂity of our leadership.” Rather gallantly,

Mr. Krishnamurthi said the party looked forward to
Mr, Laxman's name being cleared sooner rather
than later. He did not evade the fact that the party
was indeed facing a problem as a result of the de-
fence dealings scandal, but he fikened it to a ship
sailing smoothly suddenty finding itself in the midst
of a storm. Just as Tenzing Norgay found the last 100
melres 1o the top of Mount Everest the most diffi-
cult, the BiP was facing difficulties in the last leg of
its journey to power, having already emerged as the
biggest political party.

But Mr, Krishnamurihi reserved the main attack
for the Congress, accusing it of nursing an “unbri-
dled ambition for power,” of having an “irrespon-
sible leadership” and a “hysterical” party presideat,
and of “flouting democratic norms with impunity”.
The main Opposition party was not playing the role
demanded of it in a democracy, he said adding its
demand that the Government must go was fascist™.

As for the communists, Mr. Krishnamurthi wished
o see them out of power in hoth West Bengal and
Kerala. This, he said was the “"main objective of the
party”, provoking some to conclude that perhaps
the BIP had arrived at a “'deal’” with the Congress in
Kerala.

-

‘absolves Govt., attacks Cong.

Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, who was formally elected BIP president at the party’s national executive
meet in New Delhi on Saturday, with the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. Also seen are Union
Ministers, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Mr. L.K. Advani and Mr. Jaswant Singh. — Photo: V. Sudershan

Mr. Advani's explanation” for
the effect of the “expose” was
that the people uscd (0 Congress
scams would have ignored
wrongdoings of that party, but
“they are decply dismayed at 5
ing the Iimage of the BIP being sul-
lied.”

The resolution made an all-out
attack on the Congress and took
exception to the remarks at the
Bangalore AICC session that cor-
ruption in the Defence Ministry
amounted (o ‘“‘treachery”. The
BIP detailed the “history” of
scandals related to Congress gov-
ernments, and naturally, Bofors
took the pride of place.

Aware of the damaging poten-
tial of the episode in relation to
national security, the resplution
patred the Vajpayee Government
lor making India a nuclear power,
and for Kargil, noting that the
Congress had “gone against the
national mood” during both
events. Finally, it charged that the
Congress was unable to stomach
a non-Congress  government
completing its tenure, and hence
the “conspiracy” to “'circumvent
the people’s mandate™.

Tomorrow the executive will
adopt a resnlution on the budgel
and the economic situation, anc
one on the Bamiyan Buddhas,
and complete the discussicn on

the situation int the five Stagps go-
ing to the polls. /\
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&'msgate set

to dominate

BJP meeting

——By Smita Gupta
The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: It was meant to be
a brainstorming session on the
forthcoming assembly elections in
the Left citadel of West Bengal
Instead, ‘armsgate’ will dominate
the discussions at the BIP’s two-
day national executive meeting,
beginning here on Saturday and
culminating with the first of the
‘Save the NDA’ rallies on Sunday.

This was made clear when for-
mer BJP president Bangaru

! Laxman decided—after a 20-

minute discussion on Friday with
Minister  Atal Behari
Vajpayee~not to attend the meet-
ing to facilitate a “free and frank
discussion” on the Tehelka tapes.
Late on Friday evening, Mr
Laxman personally delivered a let-
ter to his successor K. Jana

i Krishnamurthy, couveying his deci-

sion not to attend the meeting and

{ that he had already “apprised Shri

Atalji” of it. Party sources say it is
customary for all former presi-
dents to sit on the dais at national
executive meetings and that it
would have been embarrassing for
Mr Vajpavee and home minister
L.K. Advani to be seen seated next
to Mr Laxman.

Alsa on Friday, RSS joint gener-
al secretary Madan Das Devi, the
linkman between the RSS and the
BIP, came calling on Mr Laxman.
Although described as a “casual”
meeting, sources say it was to con-
vey the views of the RSS, which has
taken a dim view of Mr Laxman
accepting money. However, RSS
sources indicated that although Mr
Laxman had heen described as a

“failed swayamsewak ", he might be
permitted to take the examination
later. Clearly, the Sangh is still grap-
pling with how to obliterate the
videotape image of Mr Laxman
accepting money and at the same
time not lose the “social identity”
that his presence at the head of the
BJP had given the party.

Meanwhile, at the BIP’s parlia-
mentary party meeting here, Mr
Advani said the party needed to go
on the offensive, especnal]y since
the Tehelka tapes’ credibility had
been questioned and the opposi-
tion had lowered the prestige of
parliament by stalling business.

But, clearly, many BJP MPs were
not satisfied with the pep-talk.
Among those who asked sharp
questions was Rajya Sabha MP
B.P Singhal, a former police I1G
and, more significantly, brother of
VHP chief Ashok Singhal, who
had recently spoken about the
need to inquire into the allegations
against PMO officials,

On Saturday, party sources said
the national executive was likely
to begin with the confirmation of
Jana Krishnamurthy as the party
chief, probably by Mr Advani who
will make the opening speech,
putting an end to all speculation
about another change at the top.

The discussions on the post-
Tehelka political resolution, the
post-budget economic resolution
and a brief resolution on the
destruction of the Bamiyan
Buddhas will follow. On Sunday,
the assembly polls and organisa-
tional matters will be discussed,
followed by a concluding speech
by the Prime Minister.

THE TMES OF INDia
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terms for
Mamata?’|”

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, March 22

THE BJP will not 20 to the polls
in alliance with the Trinamool
unless Mamadta Banerjee comes
out with a clear statement
expressing support to the NDA.
And there are, Tapan Sikdar said
today, “clear instructions” from
L K Advani to this effect.

BJP’s all-India secretary
Mukhtar Abbas Naqgvi, here for
the party’s State Executive Com-
mittee meeting, was, however,
quick to assert that there was no
“deadline”. The BJP still has ties
with the Trinamool but now the
party must decide what it wants
to do, he said. He accused Mama-
ta of “indirectly supporting” tho-
se who conspired to tarnish the
image of the NDA by resigning.

The tehelka scam, Sikdar said.
was already gétting halka (light)
and the Congress had no chance
of bringing the Government
down. “There are clear instrue-
tions from LK Advaniji that
unless she comes forward with
her statement the BJP cannot go
with her in the polis.”

The BJP hopes the alliance
will remain, State president
Ashim Ghosh said, “WBut so far,
we have not received any positive
response from the Trinamool. In
case the alliance breaks we we
will contest in 115 seats.”

Related report on Page 4
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 ignation of George Fernandes.

! portfolio to Singh is cbviously a

| XTERNAL. Affairs Mi
ister Jaswant Singhwas
day given additional

charge of ministry of defence
which fell vacant following the res-

There was no word as to who
would take charge of another key
ministry — railways — vacated by
Mamata Banerjee whe quit the

government after the Tehelka ex- " -

pose asalso the vacancy created by
the resignation of her party col- |
league and Minister of State for
External Affairs Ajit Panja. '

Jaswant Singh is a former In-
dian Army officer and an expert
On security issues.

The handing over of defence

temporary arrangement as Fer-
nandes has been assured of a re-
i turn to it once he is cleared by the
| judicial inquiry into the expose.
“The President of India, as ad-
vised by the Prime Minister has di-
rected that Jaswant Singh, Minis-
ter of External Affairs, may hold
1 the charge of Minister of Defence,
| in addition to his current charge,”
| a Rashtrapati Bhavan commul-
nigque said.
~ Meanwhile, the stalemate con-
| tinued on the resignation of three

! Samata representatives in the Vaj-
\‘ payee ninistry — Agriculture
© Minister Nitish Kumar, Minister
! of State for Railways Digvijay
Singh and Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs V Srinivasa
Prasad.

Though Prime Minister Vaj-
payee has not accepted their resig-
rations, the three ministers have
not withdrawn them.

There was no word on filling
vacancies caused by the resigna-
tion of Mamata Banerjee and Ajit

eorge

Panja, both belonging to the Tri-
namool Congress, from the Vaj-
payee ministry. Both demanded
the resignation of Fernandes on
the Tehelka issue before quitting.
Earlier, Fernandes said he was
considering taking Tehclka to
court on charges of defamation
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Jaswant Singh leaves South Block just after the

and libel claiming the tapes were
“manipulated and concocted™.

“What are those tapes, what
kind of crimes have been commmit-
ted in the process,” Fernandes told
Karan Thapar in BBC's Hard Talk
programme. '

To repeated questions oOn

anabhan’s warning to deal sternly with the

o indulge in gossip or rumour mongeri

asking troops not t

announcement that he would bold additional charge of the Defence Ministry

whether he was “considering” tak-
ing the portal to court, he said “ifl
get such legal advice, why not.”

However, Fernandes said he
was aware how litigation was
“time-consuming and ... Keeps
meandering,”

b questions on the tapes, he
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— Photo by Ravi Batra

said “to suggest that the entire de-
fence procurement establishment
of ours is having at every stage per-
sonswho could be bought. Isthere
anything more absurd or obnox-
ious?”

Asked whether he would re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE}/
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The Times of ndia N ?Ser\nce !\
NEW DELHI: The heat of \the "Armsgate’
. expose has perhaps started
searing the Prilne Minister.
On Sunday, RSS chief K.S.
Sudarshan,  sought  the
removal of “extra-constitu-
tional autorities” and “incom-
petent officers™ from the
Prime Minister's
Office.(PMO) “Incompetent
cople” in the PMO caused
the scam, Mr Sudarshan said.

.S. Sudarshan

Former BJIP president Bangaru Laxman was
heard on the ‘Armsgate’ video tapes as refer-
ring to the PM’s principal secretary and nation-
al security adviser Brajesh Mishra as one who
swung defence deals and the PM’s foster son-
in-law Ranjan Bhattacharva as one involved in

“other deals”, particularly in the power sector.
Asked about the role of Mr Ranjan
Bhattacharya in the PMO and the allegations

against him. the RSS SUpremo said “extra-con-
stitutional authoritics” should not be allowed
to function in the PMO. When a newsman drew
a parallel between Mr Rajan Bhattacharva and
Mr Sanjay Gandhi as constituting extra-consti-
tutional authortties in the PMO, Mr Sudarshan
refused to comment. He, however, said those
who “are not accountable to the people should
be kept away from power”.

Though Mr Sudarshan was in no mood to
stam the government over ‘Armsgate’, he told
newsmen that he had spoken to the PM and
sought the removal of “incompetent people™ in
the PMO. Mr Sudarshan, however, refused to
say what exactly he had told the PM and what
his reactions were. “'If the PMO had competent
people, such allegations would not have come
up.”. he said

Mr Sudarshan began by detending the gov-
ernment and stressing that there was no need
tor the government to step down. Since a probc
has been ordered, the most appropriate thing to

T

ofbad elements, says Sudarshan

do was to establish the truth and let parliament
debate the issue. He said former BJP president
Bangaru Laxman was seen on tapes taking
money for the party funds. “Let us wait for four
months to see what the truth s he added.
Earlter, RSS spokesman M.G. Vaidya said
the government should be prepared for a war
with Pakistan. The RS3S’s three-day conclave
here passed a resolution on Jammu and
Kashmir, terming the T&K cease- fire as futile
and calling for destruction of the terronist train-\
ing centres in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.
When asked whether this would not lead to thig
Indian Army crossing the Line of Control, thus
causing a war with the neighbour, Mr Vaidya
said, “Let us be prepared for war.”
Asked whether this cali was aimed to divert the
nation’s attention away from “Armsgate’, Mr
Valchl said, © E\ren bcfc)re the Tehelka conty

versy had not erupted.




RSS adds
temple to
govt’s
woes @“\5

FROM OUR SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT
Jew Delhi, March 17: Thm(

ias struck when the Vajpayee
overniment has its hands full.

‘the Sangh today virtually re-

:rted the judiciary’s role in the
wodhya issue, urging the Centre
o explore “every single avenue™
o facilitate construection of the
{am temple on the disputed site.
A resolution adopted by the
sangh's Akhil Bharativa Pra-
tinidhi Sabha — in session here
for three days — also endorsed
the time frame set by the VHP-
sponsored dharam sansad for the
Centre to hand over the land to
the Ramjanmabhoomi Trust.
“The sabha feels the ball is in the
zovernment's court and it isup to
it to explore every single avenue
to respect the deep-felt sentiment
vis-&-vis the Ayodhya Ram tem-
ple.” the resolution said.

“The sabha also welcomes the
wise decision of the dharam
sansad to allow sufficient time for
the government to do away with
the hurdles which have been
needlessly obstructing the temple
construction over almost a
decade,” it added. The sansad, in
its conclave during the Maha
Kimbh, had given the Centre a
veqr's time to do away with the
“hurdles” which “obstructed” the
ransiruction of the Ram temple.

The timing of the statements
is significant. The Sangh, which
veslerday said there was nothing
untrue about the Tehelka expose,
wants to keep Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee under pressure and remind
him that the issue was still alive.

The R3S claimed that people
had “unanimously” expressed
their “will” in favour of the Ram
temple several times and cited the
100 million signatures from all
sections which were submitted to
the President in 1953 as an exam-
ple and a “world record”.

Anocther resclution denou-
nced the razing of the Bamiyan
Buddhas by the Taliban and ar-
sued that it was not a responseto
the demolition of the “so-called
Babri structure” in Ayodhya. It
noted that Islamic countries like
Malaysia and Egypt have conde-
mned the Taliban decree and bl-
amed the majority of the Muslim
clergy in India for upholding the ME TIMES OF INDIA
Islamic rule of the seventh and
eighth centuries as their “ideal”.

The resolution appealed to |
“enlightened” Muslims to “come J 1 8 MAR Zm]
forward to extricate the Muslim
community from the seventh-cen-
tury mentality and establish that

form of Islam which would be in
tune with the present times™,




BJP talks of

- miernahonul J

© SUDESH K VERMA\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, March 16. —
While the RSS today dwmped
the former BJP president, Mr
Bangaru Laxman, as a failed
swayamsevak after the Tehel-
ka expose, the BJP made plans
to re-charge its cadre after the
expose that showed Mr Lax-
man taking money to allegedly
forward a defence deal.

The BJP plans to tell its cadre
that there was an international
conspiracy te dislodge this gov-
arnment and to install the Con-
rress president, Mrs Sonia Gan-
1hi, as the Prime Minister. This
yould be hammered out during
he week-long campaign the par-
v plans from 19 to 25 March,

Some important BJP leaders

«dmitted that Mr Laxman's
onduct was questionable but
hey also said that the party
ad no alternative but to de-
and the former president as
he party’s redemption would
10t come without his redemp-
ion. The party’s strategy now
s to focus on the need for
cransparent funding.

Even after the RSS spokes-
person, Mr MG Vaidya, said
that Mr Laxman had failed as a
, not a single BJP
eady to comment.
Some legders even said that he

Mr Bangary Laxman

was a hard working person who
got irapped. Mr Vaidya's com-
ment came when some journal-
ists sought his comments on Mr
Laxman’s conduct.

The BJP has formed three
committees to counter the af
ter-effects of the Tehelka reve-
lations and to guide the party’s
aggressive week-long  cant-
paign. The committee under
the party general secretary, Mr
Narendra Medi, is to bring out
a white paper on the omissions
and commissions of the previ-
ous governments and their re-
actions after corruption charg-
es were levelled against them.

It would contrast these with
the achievements of the NDA
coalition and its attempt to
keep up the gevernment’s mo-

onspiracy

ral fabric. The party vice-presi-
dent, Mr Kailaspati Mishra,
and the general secretary, Mr
Sahib Singh Verma, are mem-
bers of the committee,

The secand committee under
the party vice-president, Mr
Pyarelal Khandelwal, is to mobi-
lise party workers and to give
them arguments to counter the
Tehelka exposures, which the
BJP has termed as a misinfor-
mation carmpaign. The party sec-
retary, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Nag-
vi, 1s & momber of the committee.

The third committee is to take
care of the media. Understand-
ing media psyche and individual
Jjournalists is the job of this com-
mittee. The party under Mr Ja-
na Krishnamurthy has once
again relied on the trusted
hands of the senior leader, Mr
JP Mathur, The general secreta-
ry, Mr Sunil Shastri, is a mem-
ber of the media committee.

Now the task of the BJP has
become difficult as the RSS has
rejected the conspiracy theory
and has said that “prima facie
what tehelka.Com has exposed
is true and the government will
have to take care of its admin-
istration”. .

“After Bofors it was decidad
that there will be no mjddle-
men in defence deals b
has not been followed.
fortunate,” Mr Va1d37/sa1d

©
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tinued from page 1)
nothing wreng in the party
president taking money. “He
receives so many persons. If he
received money, one cannot
connect it to a deal”, the party
spokesperson said. “The party
issues the receipt later”, he
said.

Earlier, Parliament was in
uproar today, its normal
business severely disrupted, as
word spread about the alleged
revelations by tehelka.com, an
Internet news and features
portal, of money changing
hands in defence deals.

The press conference called by
tehelka showed footage which
the dotcom said implicates
politicians, bureaucrats and
defence officers in taking
money or talking about it while
interacting with a dotcom
staffer who posed as a defence
dealer offering a fictitious
contract,
Politicians literally framed in
the tehelka footage included
the BJP president, Mr Bangaru
Laxman, and Samata Party's
Ms Jaya Jaitley, The latter was
not available for comment.
Defence ministry sources said
some inquiries may startl
tomorrow about the alleged
involvement of defence
ersonnel. In Parliament, the

ongress demanded a
statement from the
government., Outside
Parliament, the party

demanded the Vajpayee
government’s resignation.

When no statement was
fortheoming from the
government before the

Opposition-set deadline of 6
p.m, in the Lok Sabha,
Congress members stormed
into the well of the House
raising slogans and asked the
chair to direct the government
to make a statement in the
House. The House was
adjourned for the day. In the
Rajva Sabha, Mr Manmohan

Sin and Mr Pranab
erjee raised the issuc.

he cause of all this furore
was a well-attended press
ronference ecalled by Techelka
this afterncon in the Capital.
At the conference, the portal’s
representatives elaborated a
“sting operation” codenamed
Operation West End.

This is Tehelka’s second sting
operation. It had come out with
a similar “expose” on match-
fixing last year.

Pretending to be part of arms
manufacturer selling a high-
quality binoculars, a Tehelka
representative wearing a hidden
camera recorded “incriminating
conversations” and, in some
cases, handing over of money.
Those caught in the camera
included top politicians,
bureaucrats and army officers.
Tehelka screened the tapes of
the officials receiving moeney:
Among those who were
photographed receiving money
were Mr Laxman, Mr

i —

additional finaneial
ministry of defence, Mr
Pant, deputy secretarny,
ministry of defence (Mo
officials said he is no longer in
the ministry) and Brigadier
Igbal  Singh, prospective
procurement  officer.  The
recording also showed maoney
changing hands in Ms Jaitley's
office.

According to the Tehelka
transcript, Rs 1 lakh was paid
to Mr Laxman at his residence
on 5 January, 2001. The
transcript says Ms Jaitley took
Rs 2 lakh at the defence
minister, Mr George
Fernandes’ residence last vear.
A senior army officer, Major-

general PSK  Choudhary,
additienal  director-general,
weapons and  equipment,

received Rs 1 lakh at his
residence on Christmas eve last
year. He was presented with a
gold chain on 16 December at
the residence of a retired
Major-general SP Murgai.

The kst of recipients include
Brigadier Igbal Singh,
prospective procurement
officer. He received Rs 50,000
at the Park Hotel on 11
November.  According to
tehelka, the other serving
officer who received money was
Brigadier Anil Sehgal of the
Directorate-general of
Ordnance and Supply at Arjun
Vihar on 5 September and 21
September last vear.

He received Rs 20,000 on both
occasions. Mr Pant of the defence
ministry, according to Tehelka's
transcript, got Rs 20,000 in
November last year, and Rs
10,000 in December. Another
politician shown as being paid
was the national treasurer of the
Samata Party, Mr R K Jain, who
received Rs 50,000.

Mr Jain is quoted as saying in
the transcripts that he is
“hasically the front of Java
Jaitley and George
Fernandes... So there are two
defence ministers. One is Mr
George Fernandes, another is
Ms Jaya Jaitley.” During
Tehelka’s conversation with
Ms Jaitley, the Samata Party
leader is non-committal but at
the end she savs: “You can
come any time. Give me the
details.”

The  Tehelka  transcript
mentions other senior army
officers. Major-general Manjit
Singh  Ahluwalia of the
Ordnance and Supply
directorate, says the transeript,
agreed to be paid a token bribe
of Rs 50,000 but it was “never
delivered to him,”

He is quoted as saying :"...If you

are talking about a deal which is .

Rs 20 crore here, Rs 60 crore
there, make a profit of Rs 5
crore, saala, if you come to my
house to meet me on Diwali, you
can't talk without bringing Blue
Label (a premier brand of Scotch
whisky). If vou are talking of
bloody making a couple of crores
of rupees, vou can’t give me
bloody Black Label (ancther
brand of Seotch, generally
considered inferior to Blue
Label). Let's be very clear about
it.” He said he wasn’t keen on a
meal at the Defence Officers
Institute but at a five-star hotel.
Another very senior Army
officer, Lieutenant-General
Shankar Prasad,
general, infantry and
mistakenly referred to as
Major-General in the tran-
script, is also mentioned. The
transcript  said:  General
Prasad, he called West End a
couple of times basically to say
that ‘Kis” work would start only
afier the evaluation trials.”

The transcript alse has liberal

references to Mr Ranjan
i Bhattacharya, the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari

Vajpayee's son-in-law. An arms
trader, Mr RK Gupta, says how
bis deals “finished hoth Mr
’Ranjan Bhattacharya and Mr

Brajesh Mishra, principal secpé.-
_tary to the PM in one déal

director--
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RSS denies links
with RK Gupta

HT Correspondent
New Delhi. March 13

THE RSS today denied any links
with R K Gupta. Gupta figures
prominently in the tehcika.com
expase onh defence deals

Tehelka had described him a
"super trustee” in the Sangh.
Being an RS38 functionary, Gupta
elaimed fo be close to Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
BJP chief Bangaru Laxman.

RSS spokesman M G Vaidva
tonight denied that Gupta was a
trustee or an office-bearer of 1the
arganisation, either at the con-
tral or the state level. "The RSS
does not have a trust. 5o there is
no question of Gupta being a
trustee,” he said.

Vajdya said Gupta was one al

the contractors who built the
RSS headquarters building at
Jhandewalan in the late '60s. In
the Tehelka tape, Gupta claimed
that in 1967, he built for free the
RSS buiiding which cost him
over Rs 50 1akh.

"During the Ewmervency, § gave
them Rs 1 erove and 10 lakh when
nobody was prepared tolisten to
telephone calls, And 59.000 dnl-
lars in Londom and UGSA” Gupta
claimed. He also bragged that he
wis one up an Vajpaveo's foster
son-in-law Ranjan Bhaltacharya
in fixing deals as the latter knew
"his strength in the party".

/

HT Correspondent
‘\eu, Delhi, Mareh 13

CENTRAL BJP !eaders. includ-
ing Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
and party chief Bangaru Lax-
man, were stunned by allega-
fions of corruption levelled
against them and other political
leaders by tehelka.com today

A couple of hours after the
allegations were made Laxman
met reporters to deny that he had
any hand in defence deals. But he
admitied accepting funds from
individuals for the partv

When reminded about his
party’s decision not to accept
cash after the hawala scam. he
sald it was not practical and the
party began to accept cash.

The first reaction of some
senior BJIP leaders was that the
allegations were not substantiat-
el

They felt there was nothing
scandalous-about the party chief
accepting contributions.

A majority of BJP leaders saw
1 "political conspiracy” as the
timing of the allegations aimed
at helping the Congress to make
another attempt o destabilise
the NDA Government before the
next ronnd of Assembly polls.

Other BJP leaders, however,
said the party would have torally
behind the Prime Minister and
the party chief to counter the

allegations even if a section of

i
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the party was not happy with the
functioning of the PMO of Vaj-

FUND RA SING BY BJP IN SHARP FOCUS

ALLEGATIONS 8F corruption and BJP chief Bangaru Laxman’s admission
that he saw no Wyong in accepting contributions in cash for the party have
brought into focds the way it collects funds.

Although senior BJP leaders do not see anything unethical in Laxman receiv-
ing cash from private individuals, others say it shows the BJP is not strictly
depending on its scheme, "Aajiwan Sahyog Midhi®.

Launched at the B.IP's Jaipur conclave in 1997, the scheme is supposed to
reaffirm the party’s commitment towards cementing probity in public life with
transparency and accountability.

Under this scheme, which many BJP leaders say is "path-breaking” fowards
clean paolitics, anyone can contribute Rs £,000, Rs 5,000 or Rs [0.000 annu-
ally 1o the Aajiwan Sahyog Nidhi for party work,

This contribution can be sent 1o the central office or respective State offices,
The BJP is supposed to register the name, address and contribution of every
contributor on its central computer at the party headguarters here.

During his tenure, Laxman's predecessor Kushabhau Thakre campaighed
among the BJP leaders and cadres to make contributions under the scheme
50 that the party could claim that it had taken the first step towards clean
politics.

Some BJP leaders say even though the scheme is in operation. many individ-
uals want to make contributions without becoming members of the BJP.
"Peopie do come to the BJP chief and other leadars and offer their contribu-
tiong, which are promptly accounted and receipts issued to them,” says a
BJP leader, "There are instances where the contributors insist that they do
not need any receipt,” says a party functionary.

The rising cost of running the party apparatus not only in the Capitai but also
in the States has forced the BJP leaders fo accept contributions.

s a political consplracy Bangaru
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edge of anv defence deal. T have
been made a target in a political

pavee's aides.

L.axman, who spoke to Vajpay-
ee and Advani, said, "My con-
science is clear. T have no knowl-
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conspiracy because as a Dalit
leader I have enabled my party to
make inroads into the support
base of others."

Y \’0\

Laxman sald, "There is no
scam but only a political conspir-
acy. Many people come to me to
make donations for the party. 1do
not stop anvone. Some people
hring chegques and some bring
cash, which Lpass on to the party
treasurer.”

The BJP chief, who was cho-
sen by the Prime Minister to suc-
ceed Kushabhau Thakre, asked.
“Ts it possible thaf somebody will
offer a lakh of rupees for a
defence deal? Besides, do people
come with hidden cameras for
striking deals? Is not a clear case
of a political frame-up? Why
should Congress leaders he pre-
sent at the place where the alle-
gations arc made?

He said that he did not invite
the Tehelka team to his office.
They had claimed to be traders
who wanted to meet him. He said
thev offered money tor the party
and he took it, Bangaru alleged
that the video was a “cut and
paste job”.

Wasg a receipt issued for the
money he received? "1 will have
to cheek with the treasurer. I sent
the contributions that come w
me to him. This is not unusual.”

B3P spokesperson VK Matho-
tra said, "We do not know abour
the allegations. Any discussion
in Parliament will have to be a
siructured debare. The Govern-
ment and the party will reply to
the Opposition's charges.”



A

“=%pur Political Bureau
ﬁEw DELHi 12 FEBRUARY

BIP, on Monday, pre-
dictably welcomed the
high court verdict setting

aside a notification for trial of
three Union ministers and five
others accused in the Babri
case, saying that “their acquit-
tal shows that the government
of the day had deliberately
sought to get them convict-
ed.”

"We welcome the verdict of
the court and thelr acquital
shows that the names of the
eight persons were added as an
afterthought,” BIP leader J.P.
Mathur told reporters whiie
reacting to the verdict.

Among the eight accused
who got a reprieve on Monday
from the charges framed against
then by the special CBI court.
sports miinister Uma Bharati
said “the judgement had made it
clear that the demolition of the
Babri structure on December 6,

J P welcomes court verdic
in Babri demolition

1992, was not part of any con-
spiracy but enly an outburst of
public sentiments.”

The fiery BIP leader added
for good measure: T do not fear
any punishment. I am ready to
lay down my life for the Ram
mandir.”

While Union home minister
LK. Advani was not available for
comment due to his enpagements
in Ahmedabad, HRD minister
Murli Manohar Joshi refused to
comment on his acquittal

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
{VHP) leader Giriraj Kishore,
however, in his reaction said,
“the verdict will silence al} those
who had been demanding the res-
ignations of Mr L.K. Advani,
My MM. Joshi and Ms Uma
Bharati (in the light of the tri-
als pending against them in the
Babri demolition case).”

In complete agreement with
him was a buoyed up BIP.
According to Mr Mathur, “with
this ruling by the court the

v
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%pposx ion demand for the resig-
nation of Mr Advani, Mr Joshi and ]
Ms Bhirati would come to
nought.”

“I think it was prejudicial on
the part of the then government to
add the names of these persons
later,” he said.

The VHP seized the opportu-
nity to claim that today's verdict
was only “a vindication of Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
stand that the construction of Ram
teniple at Ayodhya was an expres-
sici of national senliments.”

“The court has respected the
sentiments of crores of people,”
Mr Giriraj Kishore was quoted by
the agencies as saying.

“The CRI should not have filed
the chargesheet in the first place,”
the VHP leader noted and hoped
that “popular sentitsents would be
taken into account” while deciding
the cases agaiust the -40 other
accused, whose trial was upheld

by the high c?ench on
Monday, as well. -
7
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/ B]P for close lookat

J&K ceasefire

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — The BJP today asked
the Centre to make a serious assessment of the
gituation in Jammu and Kashmir while
undertaking a review of the unilateral ceasefire
that ends on 26 January. Il hinted oppesition to
any further extension of the ceasefire, if violence
did not stop in the Kashmir Vealley.
© "It may not be worthwhile to have a further
- unilateral ceasefire if this type of violence
' continues in the Kashmir Valley,” the party
. spokesperson, Mr Jana Krishnamurthy, said.
- He was giving the party’s reaction to the
¢ militants’ attack at Srinagar airport.
. The BJ¥'s tough talking is for the consumption
" of its hardline cadre and an attempt to prepare
itself if the situation detericraies further,
forcing the government to call off the ceasefire.
The government’s assessment has been that the
ceasefire move has paid off in ferms of the
- people’s response and internaticnal recoghition
. of India’s sincerity towards peace.
Mr Krishnamurthy said the airport attack and
the remark of Pakistan's chief executive,
General Pervez Musharraf, showed that it was

@
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either not interested in peace or was unable to
control the activities of the terrorist outfits.

Gen Musharraf had reportedly said that peace
could be attained in the Kashmir Valley only if
India talked to the militants. “Pakistan should
make it clear if it is serious about talks with
India on Kaghmir,” the BJP leader said.

The suicide attack by the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba,
in which six were killed, demonstrated that
Pakistan was not serious about the ceasefire
and that violence would not stop unless
something was done at the source. India could
not afford such violence, he said.

Mr Krishnamurthy clarified that the
government was ready to talk to all sections in
J&K and even to have bilateral talks with
Pakistan on all pending issues including
Kashmir. However, Pakistan must reciprocatek
India’s efforts, he added.

He claimed the ground situation in the Valley
had improved and this showed that people
wanted peace. The BJP leader denied the
suggestion that the “ceasefire” decision was a
failure. He pooh-poohed Miss J Jayalalitha’s
staternent that the government had mishandled

Lf’

the Kashmir issue, //r//



~ Jain shews Mishra sitcom minus proof

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, Jan. 5: It was hilled
an exposé against Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpavee's principal secre-
tary, Nafional Security Adviser
Brajesh Mishra.

At the end. the 41-minute
“show™ turned out to be an exposé
of the Joint American Indian Net-
work Television's (Jain TV) lack
of acumen in investigative jour-
nalisim.

The first episode of Jain TV's
“pardafask’  {(exposé) against
Mishra, previewed for journalists
at the Press Club this evening.
nearly three months after net-
work chairman LK, Jain was
branded an ISI agent in a Re-
search and Analysis Wing (RAW)
report, began with a chanting of a
shiloka (namo arihania namao,
nanio siddhanta nome). The noxt
pictures carried footages ol a teny
ple and a giant idoi of Shiva. There
was also the curious appearance
of BJP leader Vijava Raje Scindia
performing puja.

It was hard to comprehend
whether Jain's exposé was on In-
dian mythology or corruption and
nepotism at high places.

The streaming video had a
danseuse performing by an idot of
Ganesh. Suddenly, a computer-
generated artiliery shell exploded,
proclaiming Jain TV's much-
awaited exposé. But the story

r‘\ ~ Y
didn't follow. ~ 2

Hopes scared
when a clipping of
Raisina Hilis was
shown, but this
was followad by a
song: Kehani hiai
dive ki aur toofan
fi, Of course, Jain
was the lamp that
would not be ex- ©
tinguished by the
storm and stink al-
legedly raised by
Mishra.

The following
video-audio  se-
quences shook the
small and dingy
Press Club hall:
blinding lighi.
thunder, Hghten-
ing, storm and
tidal waves anid
more S01E 3
nanha  sa  diya
ushe hamla kiva, yeh kahari hod
diyve aur toofan ki.

Finally, .Jain is on the screen,
making a point on how unbridled
power can get to the head. “What
will follow is o bhandaphior of the
systenl and not against any indi-
vidual,” he says, and leads the au-
dience to a few old clippings of V-
Jjpayee’s public speeches as an ide-
alistic Opposition leader. Jain
was trying to suggest that Vajpay-
ee, after tasting power, was now

doing exactly the appesiie of what
he had vowed to do.

The so-called expose focused
on two allegations against
Mishra: misusc of the country’s
intellizence agencies for personal
gain as well as carryving i poiiti-
cal vendetta and nepotism.

Jain highlighted the case of
Aftab Hussein Saikia. who was to
he selected as a judge of Gauhati
High Court in 1999 by a panel of
Supreme Court justice Brajesh

YTHE TELLIGRAPHK

| g

-5 JAN

27

G dabat o news confrrence in Deihl toos e !

Kumar, then
Gaubnti High
Court chief jus-

tice N.C.Jain and
prestirt Chhartis
=zarh vhiefju
WAL Sishak.
Apparentiv, &
RAW report alie-
sorl Saikig was an
EST et Bud JFa-
i vowid produce
no docurmentar
vrootb that sueh a
poport  actieliy
existed  or, for
that matter. how
Brajesh  Mishen
Sad Uauthersed”
RAW to wine
such areport.
This was !
Iowed by a “cong
mercial  break™,
which A
showed obd vide:
chinpings of Vajpayee's speecives
o how Rajiv Gandhi should be
nauled up belore a court of law for
poor handling of terroriswg in
Jamou aod Kashmir and Punjals.
s legations of nepotism
sihad) against Mishe
i highlighted two casis in
witich the prineipal secretary al
legedly favoured his niece and
nephew. While Mishra bent rules
to procure advertisement woerih
Rs 10 crore for his niece, he pro-

cured luerative contracts for his
nephew, Charges without a shred
ofdocumentary evidence.

What was plaved up was how
Mishra managed o get another
nephicw, a brigadier, shifted {rom
ine Kargil battlefront before the
May 1999 launch ol Operation

ijayv in northern Kashmir

The anchor alleged that the hr-
feadier was 2 coward and did not
have the coursge 1o fight the Pak-
pstani intraders. 5o his uncle”
ant him the job at Maruli Udvog,

The appoiniment allegedly ta-
ok place on June 1, 1999, To sub
fantiate this, a Maruti employvee,
ed as Mathew Abrabam,
was quoted a5 having saad the ap-
puintment ook plaos because
strings were pulled at high plires,
in has promised to felecast
the second eplsode on January 7

he focire b et Howill be
o e as e Mishis
L Ilaitisis ddl
WL v IS RO i TaeG

Asked whether the allegations
made u his expose would be sus-
tainabie in a court of law, Jain
sald: “If T am nat convineed, I
wotld not have teleeast in”

Dt he would 55 .0« ether
the legal notice s .o py hinlon
Vajpavee, Brajest, Mishra, the
RAW, the Intalligen = Bureau and
home secretary Kamas Pande
would be followed by a crip#fial
defamation plaint. ;
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“Vajpayee asks party to spread

WTO gospel nationwide

HT Correspondent -
New Delhi, January 5

ON THURSDAY, it was the BJF,
which rolled out a set of 13 tecom-
mendatioas for the Government to
work on to deal with the problems
facing agriculture and farmers,
Today, it was Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s turn to solicit
party's cooperation on this front.

Wrapping up the two-day nation-
al executive meeting, Mr Vajpayee
exhorted party workers to fan out
to inform and explain to the peo-
ple of the commitments made to
the WTQ during the reign of the
Congress and the UF govern-
ments, the issues raised because of
it, and various schemes launched
by the NDA Government for the
benefit of the poor and the agricut-
tural labaur.

"It cannot be done by the

_ Government alene. The party

" must also take it up and carry the
message to the people,” he said,
confining his brief valedictory
address to the farmers' plight,
according to BJP vice President
Jana Krishnamurthy.

He also warned that even as the
Government was warking out mea-
sures to contend with the paradox
of overflowing godowns and hun-

Ayodhya musings
FIRST HE spoke on the Ayodhya

issue outside Parliament. Then
it was in Parliament, and finally
in the newspapers through is
Kerala musings. Today, Prime
Minister Vajpayee referred to it
in the BJP Nationai Executive,
asserting that his comments on
the issue were macde "after due
consideration’, Vajpayee, who
did not specify which of his
statements he had in mind,
however, asserted that he had
not said anything new and that
the faw would take its course if

anyone violated the status quo.
HTC, New Dethi

gry people, the Opposition would
try to exploit the situation by play-
ing on the theme that a hungry
farmer was an angry farmer.

The Prime Mintster also provid-
ed enough indications of his con-
cern that the existing problem of
surplus stocks could undermine
output later. He urged the need to
maintain a stock of foodgrains to
make up the shortfall if the next
crop was not a good one,

With agriculture weighing heavy
on the NE, party president

071

Bangaru Laxman réd Y constitur-
ed a seven-memberf committee
headed by Bhaidon Singh
Shekhawat to study the recently
announced Agriculturg Policy and
submit its report within a month,

On the Kashmir front, the BIP
came out against holding tatks with
Pakistan until it aceepts the saneti-
tv of the Shimla Agreement and
the Lahore Declaration, gives up
on cross-border terrorism, reins in
the IST and puts & stopto its anti-
India propaganda,

While endorsing the
Government's "bold initiative” of a
ceasefire in Kashmir and its view
that talks can be held with parties
and organisdtions in the State, the
executive stressed that these talks
must be delinked from any dia-
togue with Pakistan. “The quesiion
of trilateral talks does not arise,"
the party stated in a reselution it
adopied today on the "Peace
Initiative in Jammu and Kashmir.”

The resolution observed that
although there was a decline in vio-
lence in the northern States, Pak-
based organisations like Lashkai-
g-Tayyeba, Jaish-e-Mohammad
and Harkat-ul-Mujahiddin have
also stepped up their activities,
with the attack on the Red Fort
and threat to attack the PMO.
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FROM RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Dethiy Jan. 4: The two-day BJP national executive
began here v under the shadow of a legal notice served
on Prime Minister Atal Biharf Vajpayvee and his principal
secretary Brajesh Mishra by the party’s former Rajya
Sabha ME J.K. Jain.

The BJP struck back by dropping Jain from its national
executive. In a curt letter to the owner of Jain TV, party
president Bangaru Laxman directed him not to attend
the meeting.

Party leaders decided yesterday to drop him after Jain
served a legal notice on Vajpayee and Mishra under Section
80 of the CrPC, seeking an apelogy for branding him an ISI agent.
The notice also sought the distnissal of Mishra and the RAW direc-
tor for “tarnishing his reputation™.

The other provocation for taking pre-emptive action against Jain
was a possibility that a handful of national executive members — al-
legediy put up by former BJP president Kushabhau Thakre — pright
raise the issue of why Jain was being “hounded” by RAW and, by im-
plication, Mishra and the Prime Minister's Office. These members

hailing from Madhya Pradesh are not just Thakre loyalists, but also

YHE TELZ
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Jain

Scindia, Jain’s now-esiranged mentor. The two fell out

over a dispute over prime property in central Dethi which

houses Jain's TV studio.

: “Once the leadership got wind of this plan, they decided
to scuttle it by removing Jain. They aiso feared he might

have talked to the media, so they wanted to avert an

embarrassment,” BJP sources said.

Asked if Jain would be expelled from primary member-
ship, party spokesman Jana Krishnamurthy said: “It has
come to the ears of the leadership that something was
told through Jain TV, At an appropriate time, appropriate
action will be taken.”

Jain has threatened to expose the “black deeds” of Mishra
through a “landmark in investigative journalism”, Asked if this
constituted anti-party activity, Krishnamurthy said; “The party will
watch how he proceeds. If the situation reaches a stage for action to
he taken, the leadership will take it.” Jain has called a news confer-
ence tomorrow.

BJP sources, however, said Jmn’s expulsion was inevitable ever
since he trained his guns on Vajpayee.

owe their pohtlcal careerg}b party veteran Vijaya Raje \/
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BJP backs Atal on Ayodhya, truc

W

THE BJP today endorsed the
Government's Ayodhya policy and
the Prime Minister's cease-fire in
Kashmir, with BIP President
Bangaru Laxman coming out in
full support of the “era of change”
ushered in by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

In his opening remarks to the
meeting, Laxman maintained that
the PM's ceasefire initiative has
achieved initial success, inaugurat-
ed a new era in the effort to bring
peace to Kashmir and exposed and
1wolated the Pak-sponsored mili-
tant outfits and their "hate India’
ideology. But the party urged vigi-
lance in exposing their demgns to
disrupt harmony.

He also rapped the Opposition
for raking the Ayodhya issue in a
bid to stall the Government's

. H'I‘ Correspondent
New Delhi, January 4

efforts to implement
Agenda of Goverpance. “I
am confident that our}partners in
the NDA will carry oh the good
work conforming to the coalition
dharma to which we are commit-
ted,” he said.

Laxman alse soupht to inspire
the 200-plus members, particularly
for the forthcoming assembly polls
by claiming
that

been
to consider-

ably bridge the gap that existed

with the minorities, dalits, adivasis
and OBCs.

“We have been able to remove
the longstanding misconceptions
in their minds," the author of the
Nagpur Message said, as he called
for redoubling of efforts to con-
solidate the gains and blamed
political opponents for their “false

oty :‘f:ai Party Resolution
A e ———————

and vicious propaganda" on this
score. For the forthcoming assem-
bly elections, Mr Laxman's buzz
was:  Expand your base,’ forge
alliances and talk development.

According to him, the BJP had
“immense - opportunities” to
increase its strength substantially
in the states that were going to
polls and in some cases could
“even bid
for power”
either on its
own or
along with
allies and friendly parties. Thmil
Nadu, Pondicherry, Kerala, West
Bengal and Assam are poised for
assembly elections.

Meanwhile, the proposal in the
draft economic resoclution, giving
primacy to reduction in diesel
prices, was dropped.

But to deal with the stress on the
agricultural sector stemming from

surplus production {and noy]
because of shortages as earlier),
the Resolution called for a 13-
point action programme.

Even while seeking to extend
economic reform measures to the |
agricultural sector, in a major step
it demanded increase in import
duties to the bound level on agro-
products to protect the domestic E
farm sector. !

It called for free movement of |
foodgrains, limiting the FCI's role ]
to maintaining buffer stocks, |
decentralising PDS and inyolving '
the private sector in ]‘;3\%
procurement, storage and
distribution.

The party asked the government
to give priority to food work pro-
gramme, linkage of crop insurance
with loans and timely payment for
the farmers' produce, among other
thirngs. )

Related reports on Page 11
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BJP backs Govt S

By Our Specral Correspondent u

NEW DELHI, DEC. 29. After the initial
brouhaha over its tough posture
on tackling cross-border terror-
ism, the BIP today rallied behind
the Government’s efforts in the
fight against terrorism and added
that it was not in favour of a war
with Pakistan, but a befitting re-
ply would be given if “Pakistan
chaoses 1o impose @ war on s,

In  the vpolitical resoluton
adopted at the end of the day-
long emergency meeting of the
national executive here, the BIP
sought to lav down a new, single
point national agenda in the posi-
December 13 situation, *“The new
situation has praciically made the
nation's agenda a onc point agen-
da. The country has now but one
aim — to defeat and root out ter-
rorism from our seil.”

Observing that the rercorist al-
tack on the Parliament Flouse has
resulted in 4 nation-wide demand
for an effective response, the res-
olution said that while some peo-
ple had called Tor relaliatory
attacks on the training camps in
Pak.-oceupied  Kashmir  others
had spoken of the need for an all-
aut war against Pakiscan.

“The Government has shown
immense restrain in the face of
grave provocation. However, as
the Prime Minister, Mr, Atal Be-
harl Vajpayee, said in his speech
in Parliament, our restraint must
not be 1aken as a sign of weik-
ness, Our fight is not against the
people of Pakistan but against the
phenomenon of terrorism and
against those whe support and
BI]COUI'H{:_[['.‘ errorism 4s a matler
of state policy born ourt of hatred
for India,” it said.

Calling upen the Pakistan Gov-
ernment o take immediate and
stern action against all the terror-
ists who bhave launched a cam-
paign of terror and destrucrion

ht against

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, with the BJP president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthy, and the
Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, at the party’s national executive in New Delhi on Saturday. — PT!

across the border, the resolution
said the people of India “wish to
live in peace and harmony with
all their neighbours, buc if Pakis-
tan seeks the path of cenfronca-
tion the conseguences will be
disastrous for it.”

Welcoming the steps taken by
the Government to put Pakistan
on notice. the party said these
were some of the mitial measures
1o warn Pakistan that the people

of India were reaching the end of

their tether.

Commending the “well-con-
ceived and concerted diplomatic
offensive” launched by the Gov-
ernment to impress ugon the in-
ternational communicy Pakistan's
culpabilitv in the terrorist attack
on the Parliament House, the res-
olution said the Prime Minister
had already emphasised that
there could net be double stan-
dards in judging acts of terrorism.

“The parfynotes that support
for Indig#mong rhe governments

and peoples in the West and else-
where has been growing, At the
same time, we believe that the
.5, and other Weslern nations
can and must do much mare to
put effective pressure on Pakistan
to stop its spansorship of terror-
ism against India.” it said.

The party suggested thart Pakis-
tunis iltegally staying in India after
the expiry of their visas should be
asked to leave the coundry,

Earlier, the party president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthy, set the tone
for the meeting by entrusting w
the Government “such actions as
are necessany’”’ to tackle terrorism
while assuring it of the party’s full
suppart.

“It must be left to the Govern-
ment to take such actions that are
necessary to fulfil its commitment
that they shall not allow rerrorism
to operate against India. | can as-
sure the Government that not on-
Iy the party but also the entire
nation is tntally behind its efforts

THE HINDU
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towards this end,” Mr. Krishna-
murthy said in his introductory
remarks.

With an eve on the coming As-
sembly polls in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Uttaranchal, the party
suggesied (o the Government to
remove taxes and levies on agrt-
cultural inputs and implements.

Mr. Krishnamurthy utged the
Government to  consider if it
wvepuid be bevond its means 1o re-
move taxes and other levies on
agricuitural inputs and nnple-
ments “so that agriculture 2s a
whole will benefit with its cost of
productian going down.”

Later, the party general secre-
tary and spokesman, Mr. Sunil
Shastri, told presspersons that the
state units of Punfab, U.P. and Ut-
taranchal also gave their assess-
ment of the coming Assemblv
palls. He said the list of candi-
dates would be finalised by the
central election committee. -

—
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- BJP hints at ‘toug

v

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 22: The BJP
today indicated it was happy
with the Centre’s decision to re-
call the Indian high commission-
er from Islamabad, but said it ex-
pected a series of “tougher”
measures against Pakistan in re-
turn for the attack on Parlia-
ment.

There were, however, subtle
differences in the tone and tenor
of articulation, depending on
who was saying it. While party
chief K. Jana Krishnamurthi
was cautious to the point of
sounding dove-like, others like
Central minister M. Venkaiah
Naidu were more aggressive.

BJP sources said the stight
differences in tone was because

Navjyot Sandhu (extreme right} is escorted at a court in New Delhi. {Reuwers)

the party and the government
were still sizing up the public
mood to find out if people were
satisfied with the move to recall
the envoy or wanted something
“stronger and more direct”.

Krishnamurtht said in
Mysore the decision to recall
Vijay Nambiar was the “first-of
many moves the government
will be making soon to root out
terrarism from the country”.
But Naidu went a step further,
telling reporters in Bangalore
that the government could con-
sider snapping diplomatic ties
with Islamabad if Pakistan
“continues in the same way of
aiding and abetting terrorism
and interfering in India’s inter-
nal affairs”.

In the capital, BJP national
secretary Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi

said in a signed statement that
Pakistan should be declared a
terrorist state if the global coali-
tion forged after the September
11 strikes on New York and
Washingten was serious about
combating terrorism.

Krishnamurthi said Delhi
was sure of its position in han-
dling the fight against terrorism
but was circumspect when asked
if its logical conclusion was war
with Pakistan. The situation, he
said, was such that the govern-
ment should not be “hustled”
into action as various factors
had to be taken into considera-
tion. He made it clear that what
India wanted was not a
war with Pakistan but against
terrorism.

Naidu, who sounded maore
hawkish, seemed to be playing to

the sentiments of hardliners, “I
don’t want to specify or quantify
what steps are in store. But the
government is serious. The en-
tire country is agitated over
cross-border terrorism, cuiting
across party and community
lines,” he said.

According to him, Delhi
wanted to send a “strong sighal”
by recalling the high commis-
sioner. “There’s much more in
stare. People of the country want
some hard decision to root out
terrorism,” he asserted.

Naidu said India was trying
to convince the international
community that Pakistan was
not serious about fighting ter-
rorism and had joined the inter-
national coalition for only
“strategic, political and mone-
tary reasons”.

University lecturer Abdul Rehman Gilani (left) stands beside Shaukat (centre) and Mohammed Afzal (right) in a court in New Delhi, Afsana alias

But Krishnamurthi struck a
more conciliatory note, saying
he hoped Islamabad would re-
spond positively to India’s de-
marche and not compromise
with terrorism. He said that Pak-
istan, after the World Trade Cen-
ter bombings, swore to counter
terrorism with the rest of the
world. “We hope that it would
keep its word.”

The BJP chief emphasised it
was time for India to stand unit-
ed in the fight against terrorism
to safeguard its sovereignty and
demaocracy.

-Krishnamurthi said no or-
ganisation should say or write
anvthing that could hurt any
section in the country. “Some are
giving a twist to the whole situa-
tion, but terrorism has no reli
gion,” he said.

her’ measures

Border
tension
damper on
Atal trip

FROM OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 22: War clouds
looming large on the Indo-Pak
horizon have robbed Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavee
of his hard-earned annual va-
cation.

The Prime Minister who
was planning a quiet retreat
into his picturesque Manali re-
sort after the winter session of
Parliament has decided to stay
put in the capital as New Delhi
has launched a diplomatic of-
fensive against Pakistan, fu-
elling speculation of an immi-
nent flare-up on the border.

Vajpayee’s only trip outside
will be to Kathmandu to attend
the Saarc summit between Jan-
uary 4 and 6, where he will take
care not to meet Pervez
Musharraf,

Last year, Vajpayee spent his
annual holiday at the scenic
Kumarakom resort in the back-
waters of Kerala. His vacation
attracted national media atten-
tion as he penned his famous
Kumarakom Musings in a hid
to allay doubts about his secu-
lar intentions.

Vajpayee spent his 2001 New
Year at his favourite Manali re-
treat along with his family that
was out of bounds for the
media due to unprecedented
security.

The Manali resort in Hi-
machal Pradesh, perched aside
a rivulet and a temple, so en-
chanted Vajpayee that he
beught a piece of land there to
build a cottage where he could
spend some time every yvear.

Instead of taking a vacat-
ion, the Prime Minister will sp-
end his days in Delhi in tune
with the sombre national mood
in wake of the terrorist attack
on Parliament. Vajpavee's
birthday on December 25 is
also expected to be a low- Key
affair.

A kavi sammelan will be or-
ganised at the Ficci auditorivwm
on Vajpayee’s birthday. Seven
well-known poets including

Surendra Sharme, Manicke-

|
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BJP’S WO
THE SPLIT IN the Chhattisgarh unit of the BJp
may not surprise anyone. After having wit-
. Dessed the ease with which Mr. Shankarsinh
" Waghela managed to break the BJP Legislature
Party (a few years ago) in Gujarat, even the party
faithful could not have had any illusion that the
BIP is different from the others. The party’s
* leaders too have resarted to such opportunistic
- means elsewhere —— the Uttar Pradesh unit hav-
ing shown the way in this sense — tg cling on to
office and proved beyond doubt that ideology
. and paolitical conviction are not necessary gual-
ities for anyaone wanting to get into the party’s
©inner circle. This in turn meant that, with its
- Legislature Party in some States as porous as
some other parties, the BJP today is no longer
~ immune to the canker of en masse defection by
MLAs. The BJP leaders have themselves to
blame for this. For they went about letting into
the party all those who enjoved some clout
without bothering 10 insist that the entrants
subscribe to the party’s ideclogical positions.
The party ceased to be a platform. W AU

This indeed was the case with Mr. Tarun
Chatterjee, Mayor of Raipur (and MLA since
'+ 1990 from a constituency adjacent to the city).
- - After having entered public life as a V. C. Shukla
protege, Mr. Chatterjee was elected to the As-
sembly in 1990 (Raipur was part of Madhya Pra-
- desh at the time} on behalf of the Janata Dal. Mr.
.. Shukla was an influential member of theé Janata
. Dal's Madhya Pradesh unit at that time and Mr.

Chatterjee sailed with him. While Mr. Shukla
, returned to the Congress(l) after the fail of the
~ " National Front and was right there to contest
" and win the 1991 Lok Sabha elections, his aide
decided to join the BJP, As an MLA, Mr. Chatter-
; Jee carved a niche for himself in and around
+ Raipur and his popularity was the consideration
for the BIP in the 1993 Assembly elections. The
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BIP found its’base expanding around Mr, Chat- |
terjee in and around Raipur; he could ensure a
crushing defeat of Mr. Shukla himself in the Rai-
pur Lok Sabha constituency in 1999 and his
nominees in the Corporation elections. This is
the context in which the splitin the BJP's Chhat-
tisgarh unit needs to be seen. The BJP split was
caused by the party’s own short-sighted strategy
of enlisting in its inner circles persons who were
nnocent of ideology and those who entered
public life with just the lure of wielding powegpin
mind. Mr. Chatterjee, indeed, is amM.
Mr. Chatterjee's returnqto }3 ongress(l)
along with the dozen other MLAs who left the
BJP with him is only one more step in this direc-
tion, The Chief Minister, Mr. Ajit Jogi, may even
help Mr. Chatterjee and some others in the doz-
en-Strong contingent to accomplish their ob-
Jective; they could become Ministers or manage
Positions in the corporations under the ChHat-
tisgarh Government, They may also turn out to
be ardent camp followers of Mr. Jogi as and
when he is challenged by dissenters in the As-
sembly. There is indeed truth, in this sense, in
the BJP’s lament that its MLAs were lured by the
Congress(I) with promises. But then, the BIP will
have to introspect as to how its MLAs could
allow themselves to be lured. And as for the
Congress(I}, it is indeed baffling that the party
has had no compunctions about admitting into
its fold those who had committed themselves (at
least overtly) to the BJP's communal agenda un-
til even a few months ago. That the party high
command allowed this to happen even after the
experience in Uttar Pradesh (where 12 of its
MLAs walked out to support the BJP Govern- .
ment there) is a clear message that the Congress ;
() teo refuses to learn from its own experience.
This indeed is a sad commenta -of the state of -
parties and democracy.
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