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By Neena Vyas KD /\

NEW DELHI, Nov. 27. The “saffroni-
sation” of textbooks controversy
raised by the Opposition parties
has been seized upon by the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party as an encash-
able electoral issue in the coming
Assembly elections. Every effort is
being made to emphasise that
“Hindu”, “Jain”" and “Sikh” sen-
timents would have been irrepa-
rably hurt if the ‘“offending
passages’’ in the school history
texts had not been deleted.

The BJP chief whip, Mr. Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, said today that a
meeting of party MPs had been
called for tomorrow to discuss the
issue and ask them to “aggres-
sively” take it up in their constitu-
encies.

It seems the party is preparing
to use both the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance (POTO) and the
history textbooks issues as emo-
tive ones for the coming elections,
especially in Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh. The textbook issue will
be used to convey the message
that the Opposition wanted re-
tention of passages that were “‘an-
ti-Jat” or “anti-Jain.” Clearly, the
party is hoping to win the Jats and

the Jains ovef Yo its side.

Mr. Malhotra criticised the in-
clusion of passgges in textbooks
which described some of the Tir-
thankaras of the Jains as not his-
torical figures but possibly
invested to give the new religion a
flavour of antiquity. He also con-
tinued to assert that it would hurt
Hindu sensibilities to teach small
children that during the Vedic pe-
riod, cattle sacrifice and beef eat-
ing were accepted practices.

Party leaders here are arguing
their case for a correction of his-
tory books not by questioning the
veracity of facts presented but
“because people’s sentiments
would be hurt.” Mr, Malhotra
said: ““We feel no negative aspect
of any religion or religioas leader
should be included in any text-
book.” ‘

The party has not responded to
questions  whether  children
should or should not be taught
the prevalence of the caste system
and the practice of untouchabil-
ityagainst the ‘shudras’ by the up-
per castes. There was no answer
to the question whether this
should also be omitted for fear of
hurting Brahmins. The BJP has
gone to the extent of saying that

W

the history taught to school chil-
dren should assert the historicity
of the Ramayana and the Ma-
habharata. “How can we allow
school books to say that Ram was
not a historical figure or that the
battle of Mahabharata never took '
place,” Mr. Malhotra asked. ‘

It seems the party has officially
decided to allow history and my- |
thology, fact and fiction to mix
freely in the interest of “not hurt-
ing any community.” The party’s
view is that Mr. P.N. Oak, the
“historian” who claims the Taj
Mahal is a “Hindu monument-
"should be given as much weight-
age as Ms. Romila Thapar or Mr.
Irfan Habib.

One leader admitted today that
till the textbook controversy
broke out, the BJP had nothing
going for it in Punjab, one of the
four States where Assembly elec-
tions are due early next year. And
why should the BJP alone be tar-
geted. After all, the Congress Gov-
ernment in Delhi got a passage
“offending” to Sikhs removed
from textbooks with an eye on the
Punjab elections. “Now we have
this issue to rake up in Punjab, the
political situation for us has im-

proved,” he claimed./ .
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. - The
Union home minister, Mr LK
Advani, today condemned the
VHP action of entering the iso-
lated area in the makeshift
Ram temple in Ayodhya. He
said the party had no right to

interpret the ruling of the High g

Court and the Supreme Court
in their own way. He assured
the Rajya Sabha that the Su-
preme Court ruling in this re-
gard would be honoured by the
Centre.
Responding to a calling atten-
. tion motion initiated by the Op-
position on the issue, Mr Ad-
vani said, “The incident had
caused concern and I never had
a feeling of condoning the act.
It should never have taken
place in the first place. I had
condemned the VHP action
when [ first heard it while ad-
dressing a foreign correspon-
dents’ meet and criticise it even
today.”
While maintaining that the
Supreme Court directive was
not breached, Mr Advani said,
“The conduct of some promi-
nent people had caused con-
cern. It is also important that I
make my position clear on the
subject as the persons involved
are perceived close to me.”
The home minister distanced
himself from the party mem-
berg’ view that the VHP mem-
bers did not breach the law and
were merely interested in hav-
ing darshan from a closer dis-
tance.
The Opposition members said,
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Mr LK Advani

if the law was not breached,
there was no reason to suspend
the officials and lodge an FIR.
The home minister said secu-
larism was the biggest force in
the country and making the mi-
nority community feel secure
was a priority for them. Main-
taining law and order and up-
holding the Supreme Court di-
rective in this regard were pri-
marily the responsibility of the
state government and the Cen-
tre was only the custodian of
the property around the temple
premises, he said. Security ar-
rangements have been en-
hanced following the incident,
he added.

Mr Advani said the govern-
ment was of the view that the
Ayodhya problem could be

jon .

solved etther through!mutual
consensus among all the par-
ties concerned or on the basis of
adjudication by courts. A judg-
ment from the court was, how-
ever, unlikely in the near fu-
ture as several cases were al-
ready pending, including one
on title.

The . Opposition charged the
BJP and Sangh Parivar with
raking up the Ayodhya issue
with an eye on the coming As-
sembly polls in Uttar Pradesh.

7 " The BJP Gevernment hopes
* to win the UP polls” by raising

the Ayodhya issue at this junc-
ture, Congress and CPI-M
members said.

Raising the issue, Congress
member, Mr Suresh Pachouri,
said, “ Actions of the Uttar Pra-
desh government have motiva-
ted the VHP activists. The
state government is not serious
and.the VHP took advantage of
the situation.”

The Opposition, led by the
Congress, however, staged &
walkout, expressing displeas-
ure over the home minister’s
remarks. Barring the Shiv
Sena leader, Mr Satish Prad-
han, other alliance partners of
the NDA distanced themselves
on the issue and chose not to
comment.

Actress Shabana Azmi said
the home minister’s statement
was contradietory. Muslims
were feeling insecure and the
community at large felt uncom-
fortable as it had to clarify its
position every time some fun-

damentalist made certain_re”
marks on any issue.
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Jana differs with
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AMRITSAR, Nov, 2. — The BJP
president, Mr Jana Krishna-
murthy, today deviated from the
RSS line, justified labour re-
forms to accelerate economy and
appealed to all parties to support
the government sponsored
amendments to the Industrial
Disputes Act and contract laws.
Mr Krishramurthy urged the
government to expedite setting
up of a social safety net to pro-
tect workers' interests. He said
the compensation for retrench-
ment should be enhanced from
15 days' salary to 45 days' sal-
ary for each year of service to
rehabilitate affected workers.
Thes ion is intended to ap-
pease the RSS affiliate, Bhara-
tiya Mazdoor Sangh, which has
been one of the strongest critics of
the proposed labour reforms. He
also appealed to the government
to extend insurance coverage to
private sector workers,
Amendment to the IDA and
contract law has been opposed
by the BMS and other Sm% un-
ions on the ground that the re-
forms were only an euphemism

o ¥ W
BJP GIVES SCRIBES THE JITTERS

. AMRITSAR, Nov. 2, - If the Agra summit brings to mind media
' mismanagement, the BJP's executive meeting at Amritsar is
i likely to be remembered for the party's disregard for the media.

' Almost every journalist was subjected to harassment. The ex-
' tensive security arrangements only made things worse. Not
- that the journalists refused to be frisked. Most of them are
. aware of the routine security drill, having covered such meet-
ings earlier. j

But they were at a loss when the Punjab police officers refused

to recognise even the government accreditation issued to them.

. Finally some journalists' decision to boycott the press confer-
. ence to be addressed by BJP general secretary Mrs Maya Singh
somewhat put things back in order. — SNS ,

,ms. mmmw hive-and-fire v%@ to ted that the mocagmwm‘mo\n up
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Mr Atal Behar] Vajpayss, the BJP prasident, Mr Juna Krlshnamurthy and Mr
LK Advani at BJP's national sxscutive mesting in Amritsar on Friday. ~ PTI

that media reports nvoﬁ star- Bangaru Laxman to handle ob-

attract mulitinational corpora-
tions. Mr Krishnamurthy sought
to distance itself from the BMS
saying that the party had no
trade union of its own as it be-
lieved that trade unions should
not be politically oriented.

To stub out a controversy over
labour reforms at least within
the party, Mr Krishnamurthy
said the government's attempt
to amend labour laws should
not be viewed as against the in-
terests of labour.

Among other things he sugges-

special courts to handle land ti-
tle disputes, simplify and im-
provise ground registration sys-
tem for land titles, lower stamp
duties to minimise tax evasion,
cost assured possession of
dwelling units and conversion
of non-cultivated agricultural
land in urban areas like Delhi.
Agro policy suggestions: The
BJP today accepted that about
30 per cent of India's Mouﬁw-
tion is under-nourished. This
seemed to contradict Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee's assertion

vation were not correct.

The convener of the BJP’s eco-
nomic cell and member of Mr
Vajpayee's economic advisory
S,Enm. Mr Jagdish Shettiger,
tried to explain the contradiction
saying the BJP was not talking
about starvation but about peo-
ple not being adequately fed.
Agricultural policy suggestions
made by the Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat committee was to-
day placed before the national
executive for discussion. The
committee was set up by Mr

jections to steps the govern-
ment was contemplating like
corporatisation of agriculture,
The committee welcomed the
roposal to facilitate leasing of
wwu but said it should be strict-
ly on a voluntary basis.

e committes suggested that
the government could lease
waste under its control to
the private sector for promotion
of agricultural research and de-
velopment,

Suggesting bold steps for agri-
cultural reforms, the commit-

labour reforms

tee advocated the concept of |
meaningful minimum support
price to help farmers.

The minimum support price
should strike a balance keeping
in view consumers’ interests.

To change farming patterns
the committee suggested that
the minimum support prices
for oilseed, pulses and coarse
grains be fixed at such a level

.80 that it would be remunera-

tive for farmers to grow these .
crops like wheat and rice. Mr
Krishnamurthy urged Punjab .
farmers not just to stress on :
uantity but to ﬁoé quality
ood grains to fetch more price
at the international market.
1t also called for imposing mini- .
mum import duty rates on these -
commodities. Any subsidy or
concession to vegetable oil mills
or any government or non-gov-
ernment agencies should be dis-
continued as these could have a
negative impact, it said.
The committee demanded that
the NDA government at the .
next round of WI'O negotia-
tions at Doha S.w to get the
provisions that favoured the
developed countries removed.
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" BJP rides POTO
to flaunt nationalism,
1\ taunt Congress4||

By Smita Gupta

Times News Network
AMRITSAR: For the BJP, the
controversial  Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance (POTOY) has
become the perfect vehicle to
carry its creed of “nationalism”
and also a stick with which to beat
the Congress, its main rival in
national politics, in the run-up to
assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Punjab,
Manipur and Jammu and
Kashmir, all slated for 2002.

In fact, BJP parliamentary party
spokesperson V.K. Malhotra
announced that POTO would be
an election issue. And if a message
emanated from the two-day meet-
ing of the national executive of
the BJP which concluded here on
Saturday, it was that party workers
should tan out across the country,
“raise the temperature on the ter-
rorism issue” and create public
opinion for the passage of POTO
by posing the line given to party
members by home minister LK.
Advani on Friday: “Those who are
opposing POTO are appeasing
terrorists.”

The tenor of the resolution that
was passed on terrorism matched
this rhetoric, stating that while
India had chosen for the moment
not to pursue the policy of hot
pursuit, “if the situation demands,
circumstances compel and nation-
al interest needs, nothing should
come in the way of the country
going all out to eliminate terror-
ism from both inside and outside
the country”.

To back this, the resolution
pointed out that “the US., aided
by the UK..has chosen to pursue
the policy of hot pursuit, crossing
countries and continents in their
fight against international terror-
ism thereby justifying their
stand”.

But even as it was clear that ter-
rorism was top of the party’s agen-

da, with party presideng§ Jana
Krishnamurthy announcing that
November 18 would be observed
as “National Unity against
Terrorism Day”, differences
between the Prime Minister and
the home minister on the
approach to be adopted emerged.
If Mr Vajpayee stressed the need
for a consensual approach involv-
ing the opposition parties, Mr
Advani made it clear that that
those who did not support POTO
were “appeasing terrorists”.

But even if this could be inter-
preted as the two men addressing
different constituencies in tan-
dem, what added to the confusion
was Mr Krishnamurthy denying
that Mr Advani had used such
strong language, even though law
minister Arun Jaitley, while brief-
ing the press on Friday night on
the home minister’s intervention
on the subject, quoted him as hav-
ing said as much.

Meanwhile, it was evident that
the BJP was trying hard to ignore
the murmurs of protest against
POTO coming from its allies in
the NDA — whether it is the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagham,
the Telugu Desam Party, sections
of the Samata Party or even the
Akali Dal.

It has decided instead to con-
centrate its gunfire on the
Congress, which a senior cabinet
minister described as “our most
reasonable partner in the opposi-
tion”, given that it was the party
which had given the country
POTO’s predecessor, TADA. And
in UP, it will use the same issue to
attack the Samajwadi Party, which
is also opposing POTO.

Clearly, for the BJP, which has
to face crucial assembly elections
next year, it is hoping the terror-
ism issue will help it emerge as the
sole protector of the national
interest and make its rivais look
“anti-national”. P
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Distance

with party
makes '
PM late

FROM RADHIKA M
RAMASESHAN . "

New Delhi, Oct. 21: The flag wag
supposed to fly high and flutter in
the golden jubilee glory of the
Bharativa Jan Sangh. the precur-
sor of the BJP.

Instead, the flag went up in the
absence of its most famous bear-
or Atal Bihari Vajpavee --
prompting him to speak of a
“communication gap” between
the party and the government.

The BJP national council, wh
ich assembled at the Talkatora In-
door Stadium this morning for a
pep talk from Vajpayee, had to put
uw with aburst of pique from him
hecause of thelogistical gaffe.

To the surprise of the gather-
ing of Cabinet ministers. office-
hearers and chief ministers, Vaj-
payee arrived just in time to deliv-
ar his concluding address instead
of flagging off the ceremony.
which had begun at 11 am. This,
despite him being a Jan Sangh
founding-member alonz with
{ K. Advani and Kushabhau

Thakre, who were on the dais |

with BJP chief K. Jana krishna-
surths.

Vajpayee voiced his hurt right
ar the start: “Tam sorry, perhaps it
is mv fault for not comprehend-
ing the programme’s schedule
properly. [ was given to under-
<tand that I would deliver the con-
cluding remarks and Advani was
to give you marg darshan (guid-
ance). I was all set to leave in the
morning but [ think there was
some mix-up and I could not be
present at the auspicious moment
{when the flag was hoisted).” The
flag was raised by Krishnamurthi
who joined the party only in 1964.

“There is definitely & commu-
nication gap. This is an example
of how distance develops be-
iween the party and the govern-
ment. Not that I mean 1o blame
the organisational functionaries
but the fact that I was not there
~hen the golden jubilee celebra-
rjons were inaugurated is a mat-
ter that needs to be looked into at
once,” said Vajpayee.

A BJP office-bearer held the
PMO responsible. “We submitted
a detailed schedule to the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) well in
advance. But, somehow. they
don't seem to have conveyed the
message to the Prime Minister
and. therefore, some other progr-
ammes were fixed for him. When
our office-bearers went 1o receive
him at his residence for the inau-
guration, they were told that he
was busy and would conie in time
for the concluding address.”.
PMO sources were succinct: “Vaj-
payeeji has conveyed what he had
to in clear words.”

Observers felt that the incid-
ent reflected the “tension”
between Vajpayee and the BJP
president.

Advani temple thrust
Advani used today’s event to ham-
mer home the BJP’s indebtedness
to Ayodhya. He stressed the need
to project the temple issue “in the
right perspective and carry it for-
ward”. (See Page 9)

THL Tl . s, Vel e



rHE STATESHA®

‘Pres ay
‘uonensiuIMIpe 8Yy) Jo BOpl UB Sem
SIYJ, "199) AYyy jo 2duBISIP ® WOy
UDYsiop 9y) FUIXY Jo pay[e) Jou pey
1 POLISsSSE 8 ‘GE6T JO 19pao uno)
YSt 9y3 Sunond -seduejsuno
-I10 BUIPUNOLINS 9Y) SB [[om SB [OpI
2y} Jo AJumoes oYy meta ut Juidesy
Ponsst usaq pey I9pJ0 aYj pres off
‘pres
BAIBYDY 9Y) ‘ UOISIA PUB S99)0ASD 3y
0} 30UBIBJOX YIIM 8] 003 pUB I)BUOT)
-z0doidstp oq j0u JySrar Yorym soue;
-S1p Yons wog), Jeuurwl [MESurreaw

'
$931eyd

& ul Bnd papyrused pey 1mod oy} yeyy
Suppe pres oy * a[dwiey Yryses[eus oy
18 S[OpT Y} Jo ueysiep, SuipLsel 1o
Bunqnyoead Jepao 3anoo ou st Y[,
" 2881 [eony
-od ures, 0} IeneUWI OY} 1940 PAIEALD
duteq sem £s19A0I3U00 ¥ pres off
"ABPSaUPIM U0 I9PI0 3aN0D
due pojelols J0U peRY S19DBS] JHA
oY} pogresse A8po) ‘ UopIod [BWIe]
-ul, 9Yj passodd 9[qIoi0] pey sIeYjo
M oym ‘aroysty] (esurr) elieydy
‘Jusptsard 04 JHA ‘O[TYmuBeR

al LS pres

o “..MN 904
US31J 90v] Al SIOPLI]

8y ‘yrodes sJewmy] | Jo siseq ayy
uo 1 10J s[qisuodses asoy; jsurede
ugye} oq prnom uoipy - ssedsexy
[BUTWLID, JO 308 UB §BM JUOP pey
819pBa] JHA 9Y3 jeym piss jipued
M4 TN ‘dDJ usepelq ey oyf,
31 Burpuayye aq pom ‘11
-doxd pajndsip ay3 Jo uerpoIsNd 3y
SBM OUM ‘DB(QBZIB] JO ISUOISSIUILIOD
oY} pus rewmnyf I ‘Tefeq yseawN
I ‘Arejerdes suloy Ysopmwig Jejn
9y, ‘xopdwoos oydwey oYy 3 ALInd
98 aY) SSNISIp 01 Y[R 18 48900
£Z uo 3unesw B PoUlAULD sBY AN

-STUTUWI SWOY WOTU(] Y ‘B[IYMUBIA
"MOLIOW
-03 3x0da1 STy JTwigns 03 pogoedxe sem
JBUNY] I Aepoj B0 Juswr.redap
WOy © pres ‘siopes] JHA oY) Jsurede
POTY 9q P[Nod sY],{ 9410 JUSUILIOAOS
Y} 09 PRGNS SBM JEWITY] NYSUBW
-IH I ‘edyjod [eaeusS 10joaarp Jeuon
-Ippe ays jo podoa Armnbut a3 soyyy
‘xo[duroo
°yj Jo  UOpIOD [UISIUY, 9Y} JB P}
-sod sem 4dy)) 9Yy, " £Lnp J1ey3 Jur
-Op wo.y sJueAtds oljqnd unjusassad,
10§ ‘Teyswmig yoysy Iy ‘quepiseid

\‘.Il.ll\[\..\l\.lﬂv

dHA u1-931eq o[dwiay,

Ay} Bulpnpul JHA oY} jo siope9|
doy ay3 3surede ased € pajyy 9o10,] 901]
-0d 9AI389Y [BAJUL)) Y3 ‘Aepaasag
‘weys jsurefe paymnsur
3G PINOd 538ED JI0UI PIBS ABPO) UL
“uI0A0d 2jeIs oy ‘Aepseupepy uo
BAYpPoAY e xorduroo apdwa ], twooyq
-weusfwey oyl jo  UOpPIoY (RIS}
-ut,, oy} Juryesiq L1qroaoy Aq sousyjo
Lue payruruiod jou pey Aeyj pejies
-S® SIS3PBI| pBYSLIB] NPUIY BAYSIA
o3 S8 WoAlf — "0g RO ‘MONMDNT

FJ(AYIS SMIN NYWSILVLS



e Opp05|t|on for ban

By Our Special C orrespondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 28. The Centre's decision to
ban the Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) evoked a mixed reaction from political
parties. While the BJP, welcomed the decision,
the Opposition parties described it as a “polit-
ical motivated move taken with an eye on the
coming Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections.”
The Opposition was unanimous in suggesting
a ban on the Bajrang Dal too.

The BJP was unreserved in welcoming the
ban on the SIMI, which, it alleged, had links
with the ISI of Pakistan. It was confident that
the Government had “adequate proof’” of this
and the SIMI's involvement in several bomb
blasts here.

“The SIMI has become a recruitment centre
for future terrorists,” the party general secre-
tary, Mr Narendra Modi, said, even as he came
down heavily on “parties” -~ the finger was
pointing at the Samajwadi Party and the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party particularly — who have
“not yet decided whether they are with the
terrorists or with the humanitarians.”

Even as the BJP demanded a ban on other
organisations as well which were active in the
North-East, in Jammu and Kashmir, and those
behind the Coimbatore biasts, it categorically
stated that there wuas no need for a ban on
organisations such as the Bajrang Dal and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad because a tribunal
had found them working within the Constitu-

non l\/Ir Mo i sald in the case of the Shiv
Sena, the Sri Krishna Commission had not
said that it was a terrorist organisation.

Mr. Modi refused to name the organisations
the BJP thought were fit for a ban. He was also
not willing to admit that the SIMI ban may
have more to do with the coming Uttar Pra-
desh elections and less with terrorism. The
BJP-led Government, he said, had not im-
posed the ban with the narrow purpose of po-
larising the votes in U.P. along communal
lines.

1ll-timed, says Cong.

The Congress termed the action as “ill-
timed.” In a statement, the party spokesper-
son, Mr. Jaipal Reddy, said *'the international
situation was very tense’” and it is not in the
national interest to disturb the domestic
scene. He charged the BJP with being far more
interested in reaping the electoral harvest in
U.P. by seeking to divide people on communal
lines.

Accusing the BJP of abandoning even the
pretence of sectarian neutrality, Mr. Reddy
said that while banning the SIMI, the Govern-
ment had turned a blind eye to the “nefarious
record’’ of organisations such as the Bajrang
Dal. The Congress maintained that the “naked
attempt to fan communal discord would not
help the BJP in U.P."”

The CPI(M) has demanded that the Govern-
ment come out with full information on the
basis on which it has imposed the ban. In a

Bajrang Dél@ too_

statement, the parfy’s Polithuro poitited out
that there were organisations such as the Baj-
rang Dal, whose activities were inimical to the
national unity, and charged the Centre with
remaining silent on such disruptive activities.

The party also condemned the “indiscrimi-
nate” police firing in Lucknow where three
youth have lost their lives. The Rajnath Singh
Government, given its communal bias, will try
to use the prevailing atmosphere to target the
minority community. All the democratic
forces must strongly resist such moves, it said.

The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) charged the
Government with taking a "“politically motiva-
ted step’’ with an eye on the coming Assembly
elections, especially in U.P. and Uttaranchal.
The move was an attempt to divert the atten-
tion of the peaple from the Government which
has failed to perform, it said.

The party's Vice President, Ms. Mayawati,
sharing the CP1{M)’s view that activities of the
Bajrang Dal and Sangh Parivar outfits such as
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and RSS were not
being taken into account, accused the BjP-led
government of adopting double standards by
not imposing a ban on these outfits, especially
the Bajrang Dal. The move would vitiate the
communal harmony. The Government did not
even bother to take the Opposition leaders in-
to confidence when the Prime Minister held a
meeting yesterday to discuss the situation in
the wake of terrorist attacks in the United
States, she said.

-
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% By Neena Vyas \X 0 A

| NEW DELHI, AUG 7. A letter of “‘apol-
ogy”’ Written by the Shiv Sena MP,
Mr. Sahjay Nirupam, to the Prime
Minister has failed to narrow the
widening rift between the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party and its ally in
Maharashtra. For even before the
ink on the letter had dried, the
Sena chief, Mr. Balasaheb Thack-
eray, let it be known in Mumbai
that he was ready to see the 15-
year-old alliance break, if it came
to that.

R e

Senior BJP leaders freely admit
that there is no certainty about
th. Ji-ection the relationship is
taking. It will not be a surprise if
the “temperamental” Sena chief
makes ‘“‘any announcement”’, se-
nior party leaders said.

Allegations remain

What has irked the BJP lead-
ership is that even in the so-called
letter of apology, Mr. Nirupam ex-
pressed regret only for causing
“hurt” to the Prime Minister. Far
from taking back the allegations
he had made against the Prime
Minister’s Office during the de-
bate in the Rajya Sabha on the
Unit Trust of India scandal, the
letter dated August 6 said: “In my
statement (during the debate in
the House), I had mentioned the
telephone number of an official of |
the PMO from which telephone
calls had been made to the former
chairman of UTL My question
was related to only one issue, was !
this conversation connected in
any way to the Cyberspace-UTI
scandal, and I had demanded a

probe into this aspect.” His letter
goes on to add that in fact the
Prime Minister himself an-
nounced a probe into this in the
House and “for this I am grate-
ful”.

And if he had hurt the Prime
Minister’s sentiments by asking
this question, which appeared to
be so since he had offered to re-
sign after his speech on UTI in the
Rajya Sabha, he offered an “‘un-
conditional apology.” Perhaps to
make it crystal clear that the apol-
ogy letter was not his own idea, he
added a footnote in his own hand

that he had been directed by the
Sena chief to send him the letter.

But as BJP leaders made it
clear, the question was not one of
allegations by Mr. Nirupam or an
apology — the party spokesper-
son, Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
said the BJP had not demanded
an apology and it was now for the
National Democratic Alliance to
consider the entire issue, includ-
ing the apology letter — it was re-
lated to the Sena's desire to
remain in government and re-
serve the right to criticise as if it
was part of the Opposition.

~BIP-Sena rift widens despite (‘apology’

tween the two parties was the
Sena’s desire to topple the Con-
gress-led Government in Maha-
rashtra and the BJP’s view that
this was neither possible nor fea-
sible, a senior party leaders said.

It has also been made clear that
now no backroom talks are taking
place to mend the relationship. In
fact, it seems that the leaders of
the two parties are hardly on talk-
ing terms. The BJP made its view-
point clear: It will not make the
first move to break ties with the
Sena. The NDA has never pushed
out anyone from the alliance. It is

at the bottom of the letter to say

The crux of the problem be-

for the Sena to think and act.

Snap ties if you
By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, AUG. 7. The Shiv Sena supremo, Mr. Bal
Thackeray, today categorically told his party’s bellig-
erent ally, the BJP, “you can snap the alliance, if you
so desire”.The Sena chief, however, defended his Ra-
jya Sabha member, Mr. Nirupam Sanjay. In his view,
the MP had not erred for his barbs were against the
Prime Minister’s Office and not the Prime Minister.
He asked the BJP not to be over-agitated, reminding
it that the over 15-year alliance was an ideological
one.

“We respect and love Mr. Vajpayee,” he said reit-
erating that the Vajpayee Government should con-
tinue. Mr. Thackeray was speaking to mediapersons

want: Thackeray

at a book-release function here.

He said it was the BJP which had come to the Sena
for the alliance about 15 years ago when the former
had no strength worth the name in Maharashtra and
it owed its present political standing in the State to
the Sena. “They must know their limits as we know
ours; I am an independent man and take my own
decision.”

To a question on the Sena’s continuation in the},‘
NDA at a press conference here before the Agra sum-
mit to air his strong views against any parleys, Mr.
Thackeray had said, “our problem is that if set lqose, .
this creature (the BJP) runs away and if held tj r}y{

it tends to bite.” i
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Scripting the BJP meltdown

T WAS left to the little-known Mr.

Rashid Alvi of the Bahujan Samaj Par-

ty to put his finger on the nature of

the increasingly irreversible melt-
down of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Mr.
Alvi was participating in the Lok Sabha
debate last week on the UTI scam, and
was responding to the argument — made
earlier rather cogently by the Law Minis-
ter, Mr. Arun Jaitley — that Mr. Yashwant
Sinha was not guilty of any wrong-doing
because he had done nothing different
from his Congress predecessors. Address-
ing himself to the BjP, Mr. Alvi reminded
the treasury benches that the voters had
banished the Congress to the Opposition
corner precisely because it could not
stand up to the corporate crooks, and if
the BJP was not prepared to do things dif-
ferently, then the next time the same vot-
ers would inflict the same retribution on
the BJP.

Mr. Alvi could be dismissed by the smug
BJP benches as a partisan voice. But only a
few days earlier the BJP leadership itself
had heard similar sentiments from its own
National Executive. The leadership’s re-
sponse was an admonition from Mr. L. K.
Advani, exhorting the BJP cadres to gradu-
ate out of their own ‘opposition mindset’
and to start learning to appreciate the
Government’s difficulties and achieve-
ments. And when it looked like Mr. Ad-
vani's admonition had not worked, the
Prime Minister threatened to walk away
from the job. Well, Mr. Vajpayee may be
entitled to his tantrums, but the threat
cannot reverse the BJP meltdown.

It is obvious that even after three years
of rule at the Centre the BJP has not come
anywherg;near fulfilling a task it defined
for itself i, the Chennai Declaration: ‘the
obligation to give a new direction to poli-
tics and governance in India”. The tehelka
episode earlier revealed that the crooked
impulses that once were the Congress-
men'’s calling card had been easily inter-
nalised by the BJP deshbhakts; now, this
US-64 business reveals that the linkages
between the venal elements and the Fi-
nance Ministry have been working over-
time. Within 18 months, the Chennai
Declaration has become a dead letter.

No other judgment is possible. The Shiv

—

By Harish Khare

The crisis is deeper and goes beyond Mr. Vajpayee’s

failing health or the presumed skeletons in the
PMQO’s cupboard. It has to do with the total
irrelevance of the Hindutva/BJP ideology.

-

Sena feels no ethical diffidence in com-
plaining that while it was the second
largest party in the ruling coalition it did
not have a single ‘lucrative’ Ministry. Nor
is there any remorse that the UTI investor
community is the very core of the BJP con-
stituency — upper caste, upper slice of
income, educated. This constituency has
been palmed off with a lawyer’s defence.

After all, the BJP’s promise to its constit-
uency was that it would redefine and re-
cast three basic sets of relationships in a
wholesome manner so as to take (a) the
corrupt out of the state-citizen equation,
(b) the crook out of the economy-con-
sumer transaction, and (c) the criminal
out of the society-individual interaction.
The party has betrayed its cadres and its
constituency on all three counts, because
the top leadership has wantonly

patriotic funerals. The 1999 electoral vic-
tory, unfortunately, only reinforced the
cynical manipulator’s clout within the de-
cisfon-making apparatus.Consequently, it
is no surprise that the adverse judgments
in various States have been comfortably
attributed to the inexorable anti- incum-
bency factor. This has induced a morally
debilitating thought process: it does not
matter what you do or do not do, the voter
is out to throw you out; hence, why make
any extra effort to produce good govern-
ance. This mindset — and not the ‘opposi-
tion mindset’ ‘that Mr. Advani keeps
lamenting — has produced policy paraly-
sis, moral indifference and political un-

imaginativeness.
Nor is it a surprise that there is no syn-
ergy within the BJP. Mr. Vajpayee, the lib-
eral; Mr. Advani, the hardliner;

given in to expediency and op- STATECRAFT Mr. Jaswant Singh, the Ameri-

portunism of the commonest kind. The
only tangible achievement is the fact that
the terms of electoral mobilisation have
been so redefined that the Muslim under-
world, by and large, no longer enjoys the
kind of political patronage and protection
available during the Congress years of as-
cendancy; otherwise, the promise re-
mains unfulfilled as life in the small towns
as in the big cosmopolitan cities remains
precariously hostage to the criminals and
lumpens, in and out of uniform.

What is more, the party opted for status
quo. It would not make any attempt to
rearrange the institutional parameters. Its
record suggests that it lacks the moral ri-
gour and the ethical vision and the indi-
vidual perseverance to rescue the
institutional arrangement from its stagna-
tion, leave alone re-energise the instru-
ments of the Indian state. Only during the
Kargil crisis did it show flashes of creative
brilliance when some bright thing must
have stumbled upon the idea to send the
soldiers’ bodies to their native villages for

cans’ favourite; Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi,
the RSS-Hindutva faveurite; and, that
loose cannon, outsider-insider Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, all have been content to
pursue solo agendas, each happy with his
ordinariness,

This ordinariness is depressing enough;
but what is bizarre is that each of these
principals is prodding and egging on their
apologists to argue that the other fellow
has prevented their principal from making
a fundamental breakthrough; this in-
spired name-calling continues to define
the sangh parivar and its drum-beaters’
discussion of the Agra summit; nonethe-
less, this unredeeming preoccupation
with individuals has only prevented the
party from collectively addressing its basic
existential problem.

Not only that, power and office have not
enhanced anyone’s stature; Mr. Advani
has been found out to be not exactly the
tough man he has been marketed to be.
The bright stars like Ms. Sushma Swaraj,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan and Mr. Arun Jaitley
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have used their energy and cunning to
stay just one step ahead of administrative

barrassments; except making effective
\')/gll-:agenic apologists they have not been

able to break out of the institutional in-
ertia. Otherwise, the non-entitles like the
Kashiram Ranas and the Joel Orams re-
main non-entities. Expediency has be-
come the opium of the ruling ministerial
masses.

The crisis is deeper and goes beyond
Mr. Vajpayee’s failing health or the pre-
sumed skeletons in the PMQO's cupboard.
It has to do with the total irrelevance of
the Hindutva/BJP ideology to resolving
our collective ills. Instead of trving to un-
derstand this irrelevance, the official line
is to downgrade any talk of 'ideology’ and
instead extol ideals and idealism of the
leader(s). The Hindutva/BJP agenda, root-
ed in medieval animosity, has proved
helpful in winning votes, but it is of no use
in devising an agenda of governance. The
Jhandewalan crowd — all nice men, all
good deshbakhts — is hopelessly ill-
equipped to provide ideas, leadership, in-
spiration for a world that is increasingly
more complex that the simple Hindu ver-
sus Muslim dichotomy. For example, the
search for a peaceful solution of the Kash-
mir problem and the Prime Minister’s
peace offensive are at odds with the theol-
ogy of hatred and recrimination that the
Jana Sangh/BJP have nursed all these
years.

In democratic polities, the leadership
has a moral responsibility to educate
cadres on how things work. The BJP lead-
ership has neither used the craft of politics
nor the pulpit of the state nor the re-
sources and reach of the Government to
exorcise the party cadres of their simple-
mindedness. If the B]P has to become In-
dia’s natural party of governance, it must
begin to imbibe the abiding value of a
centrist, accommodative, pluralistic, in-
clusive politics as the basis of order in our
continental polity. In other words, it must
find the courage to exorcise itself of its
Hindutva mindset. But individual ambi-
tions prevent the top leaders from under-
taking that task; in the process, they are
scripting a BJP meltdown even before the

* party can take off.



By S. Balakrishnan
The Times of India News Service

MUMBALI: Is the Shiv Sena upset with its ally,
_j the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), because the

latter is not keen on toppling the Democratic
Front (DF) government in Maharashtra at
present? Sources in the BJP say that this is the
primary reason why the Sena is publicly embar-
rassing the Central government with great reg-
ularity. The most recent incident is when Sena
MP Sanjay Nirupam targeted the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) and even a close rela-
tive of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in
Rajya Sabha on Monday in connection with the
LTI scam.

The Sena was confident of toppling the DF
government led by Vilasrao Deshmukh during
the ongoing session of the Maharashtra legisla-
ture with the help of the BJP and the NCP led
by Sharad Pawar. In fact, Sena chief Bal
Thackeray had openly talked of joining hands
with Mr Pawar on the condition that deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhujbal, a Sena rene-
gade, be excluded from the new power equa-
tion. But, after Mr Thackeray’s statement noth-
ing happened. A senior office-bearer of the
state BIP said, “Our party and the Sena were
definitely trying to unseat the Deshmukh gov-
ernment with the help of the NCP. But, Mr
Thackeray hopelessly complicated the situation
by jumping the gun and talking about his new-
found love for Mr Pawar.”

“Even as the NCP leadership was trying to
tackle the issue of Mr Bhujbal, Mr Thackeray
made a public statement. The secrecy of the

operation to topple Mr Deshmukh was lost,”
the BJP office-bearer added. It is learnt that a
consensus was being worked out to have Sena’s
Narayan Rane as the chief minister. Mr Rane is

a staunch Thackeray loyalist, 2 Maratha an
MLA from the backward Konkan belt with
administrative experience.

There was also talk of having two deputy
chief mimsters, one from the BJP and the other
from the NCP.

According to political observers, the Sena has

“BIP’s reluctance to tdpple DF government
is main cause of Shiv Sena’s anger’ 0v',”

been unhappy with the BJP ever since the last
assembly election in the state. The Sena was
keen on the saffron alliance staking its claim to
form the government even though it was short
of a simple majority. The Sena’s strategy was to
first get the alliance installed in office and later
” support from MLAs from the
Congress or the NCP without violating the anti-
_defection act. The BJP was then apparently
keen on being given the chief ministership even
though it had less MLAs than the Sena. This
attitude of the BJP sabotaged the Sena’s ambi-
tion of having a second term in office.

The Sena became more angry when its three
ministers in the Union cabinet were given
insignificant posts by Mr Vajpayee even though
the party had as many as 15 MPs. The situation
was somewhat corrected when Sena minister
Suresh Prabhu was given the power portfolio.
But the Sena continues to he unhappy with the
shoddy treatment being meted out to it by Mr
Vajpayee. Thus it has not missed any opportu-
nity to embarrass Mr Vajpayee through its MPs
like Sanjay Nirupam. Recently, Mr Thackeray
had even talked of cutting of ties with the BJP.

A BIP leader said if the Sena felt so strongly
about issues like Kashmir, talks with Pakistan
and the UT] controversy then it should pull out
of the government. “It cannot continue to be a
part of the government and still criticise it. The
Sena should not forget that former constituents
of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
like the Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK) and

Trinamul Congress are keen on returning to
NDA fold,” he added.
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"BJP for tough
steps to avoid
UTI rerun o

HT Corresponden
New Delhi, July 28

IN THE economic resolution
adopted by its national execu-
tive, the BJP today expressed
serious concern over the UTI
fiasco and urged the Govern-
ment to take immediate correc-
tive steps such as strict vigil on
financial institutions.

The party demanded that
mutual funds like UTI should
be barred from investing in pri-
vate placement of shares at
prices higher than those pre-
vailing in-the market.

It also called for a thorough
probe into the nexus between
the corporate sector and the
UTI besides the investment
decisions of financial institu-
tion in'the last 10 years.

The resolution, which had to
be redrafted after widespread
criticism on the issue by mem-
bers yesterday, also suggested
that the UTI be brought within
the ambit of Sebi guidelines
to make its transactions
more transparent and account-
able.

Besides, the Sebi must be
empowered along the lines of
the Securities Exchange Com-
mission of the US, it stated.

“The recent crash of the US-
64 Scheme has shaken the con-
fidence of around two crore
small investors, endangering
resource mobilisation efforts
for development purposes,” the
document noted while under-
lining the need for immediate
steps to restore the investor
confidence.

In a brief mterventlon dur-
ing the discussion on the issue
yesterday, Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha had told the
members that a probe into the
UTI muddle was on and those

)

PM DEFENDS YASHWANT

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.on Saturday brushed
aside the allegation made by for-
mer UT! chief PS Subramanyam’s
counsel against the Finance
Minister on the issue of
Cyberspace investment.

“Are you going to believe him
(Subramanyam’s counsel)? “
Vajpayee asked reporters.

PTl, New Delhi

found guilty would not be
spared.

He also denied that there was
any political pressure on the
UTI to influence its investment
decisions.

The national executive also
expressed concern over the
slowdown in the economy, part-
ly due to the overall sluggish-
ness in the world economy and
partly due to systemic weak-
nesses.

Drawing the Government'’s
attention to the decline in the
purchasing power of farmers,
the party asked it to check this
tendency by reverting the
falling prices of agricultural
produce, reducing cost of farm-
ing operations and protecting
the agricultural sector from the
threat of imports.

There was an urgent need for
the Government to deplete its
overflowing food stocks, it was
felt.

For this, it could also exam-
ine the possibility of cutting
the issue price of PDS food-
grains for below poverty line
(BPL) families in the same way
as the issue prices for the above
poverty line (APL) families had
recently been reduced.




~“NEED TO REVISE ‘AUTOMATIC CABINET BERTHS': KRISHNAMURTHI

. Shed ‘Opposition mindset’,

A

B¥ Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JULy 29. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
has asked the BJP cadre to shed
the ‘Opposition mindset’ and re-
member the responsibility of be-
ing members of the ruling party
even as the party president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthi, warned that
the “credibility of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) would
be affected” unless the business
of “automatic Cabinet berths” to
all entrants is revised.

Speaking at the concluding day
of the BJP’s three-day national ex-
ecutive committee meeting here
today, Mr. Advani is reported to
have asked the party to ‘‘modern-
ise”, ensure that its cadre is “in-

tellectualised,” and make its
functioning “more scientific’’.

Later, senior BJP leaders said
that by “modernise’” Mr. Advani
did not mean modernising the
ideology (which some see as con-
servative and even anachronis-
tic), but modernising to respond
to the changing times when news
travels fast and the party has to
respond quickly to critical situa-
tions.

Mr. Advani stressed that over
the 50 years of its life since the Jan
Sangh was born in 1951, the party
had progressed to become the
largest even as “all other political
parties” had shrunk or become
insignificant. The Congress had
lost its mass base and the Com-

munist party, which had occu-
pied the second position, was
now ‘“limited to two or three
States”’. But, with its emergence
as the ruling party the BJP was
facing “new challenges and re-
sponsibilities”.

Mr. Krishnamurthi's view was
“entry into the NDA should not
mean automatic Cabinet berths”.
And this has been conveyed to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who has to take the fi-
nal decision.

Making it clear that the BJP did
not want to dictate to the NDA,
Mr. Krishnamurthi reiterated to-
day what he had spelt out in his
presidential address to the exec-
utive meeting: that it was for the

| intend to ‘finish’ SP, BSP
before polls: Rajnath

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 29. The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mr. Rajnath Singh, has expressed his determination
to “finish” the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) — the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
rivals in the State — before the next Assembly elec-
tion.

Speaking on the sidelines of the BJP national exec-
utive committee meeting here on Saturday, Mr.
Singh said he was planning to hold the election in
February 2002, and before that “workers of the SP
and the BSP will be tearing their hair in public and
running away” as "1 intend to finish the two par-
ties.”

He, however, did not elaborate. But, his rivals are
certain to interpret this as a threat to physically elim-
inate the leadership of the two parties. In the after-
math of the SP MP, Phoolan Devi’s murder, the party
president, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, had alleged
that Mr. Singh was conspiring to “eliminate” senior
SP leaders.

“Deliberate reduction”” of security cover to leaders
of main Opposition parties by the BjP-led Uttar Pra-
desh Government was mentioned by him as a point-
er to the “‘conspiracy.”

To counter this, Mr. Singh criticised what he de-
scribed as an “attempt by the SP to politicise the
murder of Phoolan Devi” and warned ‘‘this will boo-

merang on the SP” as evidence on who really killed
her comes out before the people.

Clearly, there is the view that while the Phoolan
Devi murder would shore up ‘thakur’ support for the
party (Mr. Singh himself is a ‘thakur’), the party
would ensure that the fall out did not lead to a con-
solidation of the backward castes in favour of the SP.

He was confident that the “caste-based’ parties of
Mr. Yadav and Ms. Mayawati, general secretary of
the BSP, had already been pushed into a corner by
his declared intention to provide reservations for the
‘“most backward castes” and the ‘“most oppressed
among the Dalits.”

In short, his intention is to snatch the very plat-
form of “social justice” that had allowed these par-
ties to flourish. His was not an election gimmick, but
an attempt to “correct the imbalance” that had al-
lowed the more dominant castes among the back-
ward castes and the Scheduled Castes to corner
benefits that should have gone to the weakest and
most disadvantaged, he said.

The Uttar Pradesh election scene was also dis-
cussed at the BJP meeting yesterday. The State unit
president, Mr. Kalraj Mishra, gave details of the ef-
fort made by the party to reach the people through
its programmes. The party national president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthi, today said he would visit the
State for four days from August 21 to meet ‘key party
workers” from 10 Assembly constituencies each day.

w‘“‘ w

> Advani tells BJP cadre

NDA to fix “norms’ for “re-en-
try” of those constituents who
had left the ruling coalition a few
months ago “for their own pur-
poses’’. He also made it clear that
he was not talking specifically
about the PMK or the Trinamool
Congress, but “in general” to
safeguard the “credibility of the
NDA". He was certain ‘“this sub-
ject will come up” for discussion
at the next NDA meeting.

Briefing reporters later, Mr.
Krishnamurthi said he was
pleased with the “free and frank”
discussions on important issues
at the executive committee meet-
ing, and “criticism” by the many
members who  participated
should be seen as “‘feedback” to
the Government. “It was not like
criticism coming from an Opposi-
tion party.” The party was the in-
terface between the Government
and the people.

“The party did not hesitate to :
place its views before the execu- |

tive” in the presence of the Prime
Minister and other Ministers, and

Ministers were able to explain .

Government decisions, he said.
“Both the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister welcomed the
frank articulation of views by the
members”’.

Acknowledging the “problems”
faced by the economy, Mr. Krish-
namurthi hoped the Government
would heed the suggestions made
by the party. There should be a
move away from producing larger
quantities of food to focus on
“quality”’ for exports to establish
the India brand in view of the
problem of surplus foodgrain and
crashing domestic prices. While
there should be no swerving away
from the path of liberalisation,
there was a need for an assess-
ment of 10 years of liberalisation

v

to enable corrections, where nec- .

essary.
The party would set up a com-
mittee to decidk KMow best to cele-

brate the “‘goldén jubilee”’ of the

founding of the Jan Sangh, from
which the BJP wag#brm, on Octo-
ber 21.
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o immediate berths for

new entrants, says Jana

¢

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 29. — The BJP President, Mr K
Jana Krishnamurthy, today hardened his position
on norms for entry or re-entry of parties in the

. NDA government. and said that there should be a
. waiting period for joining the Union Cabinet for

new entrants. Mr Krishnamurthy is apparently

. encouraged by Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee's

endorsement on his stand about the norms.

In Bhubaneswar today, Mr Vajpayee parried a
question on Trinamul’s re-entry to the NDA while
speaking to reporters after making an aerial
survey of the flood hit areas in Orissa. He,
however, appreciated Mr Krishnamurthy’s view
that norms should be evolved on entry or re-entry
of any party to the NDA. It’s a good suggestion

. and we are already working on that basis, he said.

This complements the stand of many NDA
parties which don’t want the Trinamul to directly
join the Cabinet. There has been a feeling that
the Trinamul chief, Miss Mamata Banerjee,
should not be given a berth of her choice even if
she was allowed to join the NDA.

A Union Cabinet minister told The Statesman
that like the PMK, the Trinamul should be
allowed entry into the NDA only on the condition
that it wouldn’t be immediately accommodated in
the government.

Mr Krishnamurthy said his suggestion wasn't
given to keep the Trinamul out of the
government. It was intended to create a
mechanism to increase the credibility of the

1 Q

NDA/gglfused to state the duration of the wait
for such parties and said it was for the NDA to
evolve a formula. He also denied that his
suggestion was in any way coming in the way of
the Prime Minister’s prerogative on who to induct
in the Cabinet.

Parties leaving the NDA and rejoining it would
make a poor spectacle and could give a message
that they were in the NDA only for getting into
power, he said. What the NDA would decide
would be applicable to all, including the Trinamul
if it sought a re-entry, he added.

Mr Krishnamurthy created a sensation by
giving the call in his presidential speech to create
norms for entry or reentry of parties into the
NDA. However, his stand was appreciated by the
Prime Minister who welcomed it and said the
NDA would try to create such norms. By talking
about norms when the Trinamul is reportedly
seeking a re-entry into the NDA, both leaders
have tried to placate hardliners w1thm the party
who have been unhappy with Miss Banerjee for
leaving the NDA during the Tehelka crisis and
for refusing to align with the NDA for the West
Bengal Assembly elections.

A senior BJP leader admitted that Mr
Krishnamurthy’s strongly worded statement had
sent a positive signal to the BJP’s West Bengal
unit, which has been opposed to any truck with
the Trinamul. The state unit leaders have told
Mr Vajpayee and the party president that any
relation with the Trinamul would endanger the
BJP’s long -term perspective in the state.
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‘BJP secretly satisfied at, - |
failure to sign declaration

BY FARAZ ABMAD

New Delhi, July 17: Contrary to
‘expectations there is a general feel-
ing of satisfaction, if not outright
jubilation among members of the
Bharatiya Janata Party at the fail-
ure of the Indo-Pak sumimit held in
Agra for the last three days.
" There is also information doing
the rounds that Union 'minister
L.K.-Advani and foreign minister
Jaswant Singh prevented Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
from having given in to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf:
Though most BJP leaders are
avoiding saying this in so many
words, some are willing to say off
‘he record that prior to the summit
here was serious worry and con-
cern in the party and the Sangh cir-
‘ies over the possibility of Mr Vaj-
rayee giving away something and
hen the National Democratic
Alliance and the BJP regretting it
ater.
It is likely that the after the BJP

national executive meeting'sche_d~
uled for the end of this month, the
party may go to the Uttar Pradesh

. polls on the slogan that this is the

first occasion when an Indian
Prime Minister did not lose on the
negotiating table what it gained on
the ground, “‘ground” referring to
India’s victory at Kargil.

The Lahore Declaration signed
jointly by present Mr Vajpayee
and former Pakistanii Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif seems however
to be a sore point that the BJP
would rather skip over.

Given this reaction it now tran-
spires that the Advani-Musharraf
meeting held on July 14, where Mr
Advani persisted with his demand

for the extradition of .Dawood

Ibrahim to the chagrin of the Pak-
istani delegation, and the Sushma

Swaraj decision to address the

media were not off the cuff
remarks but part of a well thought
out plan, .

In fact sources close to Ms
Swarai insisted that che had the

clearance for this from the top.

It however made very little sense
that the Prime Minister would
attempt to sabotage the talks, con-
ceded some sections in the party,
leaving only two men at the “top”

.who had the means to do so-— Mr

Advani and Mr Jaswant Singh.

BJP sources said that contrary to
the impression that the decision to
invite Gen. Musharraf was jointly
taken by Mr Vajpayee, Mr Advani
and Mr Jaswant Singh, it séems
that the invitation was an indepen-
dent decision by the Prime Minis-
ter. '

There was general consternation
and bewilderment in the party cir-
cles as soon as the BJP got to know
of this. The BJP and the Centre
however soon set about on a cor-
rective exercisé and Mr Advani
and Mr Jaswant Singh were appar-
ently delegated by the B

Muisharraf.



-~ BJP calls meeting of its
“xr CMs on July 10

the political impact of the eco-

"nomic slowdown — with two
State Assembly elections ahead
early next year — the Bharatiya
Janata Party president, Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, has called a meet-
ing of the party’s Chief Ministers
in five States on July 10. The Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sinha, is scheduled to attend the
meeting.

Although the party has been
denying that the mismatch be-
tween the demand and supply
position in foodgrains — the
farmers had to resort to distress
sales with granaries overflowing
and no buyer for their produce
and those depending on the pub-
lic distribution system had to pay

higher prices for foodgrain, only
marginally lower than the market
prices, if at all — the fact is that
the BJP is rather ill at ease with
what has been happening.

Mr. Krishnamurthi decided to
hear at first hand from the Chief
Ministers what the ground situa-
tion was. And more importantly,
what should be done to try and
change the situation for the bet-
ter. That explains why Mr. Sinha
has been called.

Since this meeting will be held
ahead of the party’s national ex-
ecutive committee planned for
three days from July 18 in Amrit-
sar, it is expected that the party
will be able to draw up a concrete
plan which could be adopted at
the executive committee meeting.

Another important issue worry-
ing the party is the impact of free

imports under WTO on agricultu-
rists, small and medium industri-
alists and entrepreneurs and the
dumping of cheap Chinese goods.
The recent news that the overall
growth rate last year was less than
expected — just 5.2 per cent —
and persistent reports of econom-
ic slowdown this year has added
to the party’s worries. For these
issues, even if not highlighted by
parties, would create a general
discontent which could affect the
party’s popularity and poll pro-
spects.

The Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Guj-
arat, Uttaranchal and Jharkhand
are expected to attend, and they
have already been briefed about
what the agenda of the meeting
will be.
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_~BIP sees ‘anarchy’ in T.N., Cong. ~
flays call for President’s rule +

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 2. The release of the two Union
Ministers in Chennai did little to prevent the
BJP and the Congress from taking up the cud-
gels for their allies. Mr. Venkaiah Naidu,
Union Minister for Rural Development, issued
an oblique warning saying that the Centre was
studying the situation and would ‘act appro-
priately at the appropriate time and it will not
be too late’.

The Congress called for a code of conduct
for Union Ministers visiting the States.

The Congress once again voiced its opposi-
tion to the demands for the imposition of
President’s rule in Tamil Nadu. In its view, the
incidents in the State did not amount to
breakdown of “the constitutional machinery”.
The party chided those making such a de-
mand. “Those making such a demand are nei-
ther being impartial nor objective,” said the
party spokesperson, Mr. Jaipal Reddy.

He also referred to the video tape released
by the Tamil Nadu police and said that it
“showed that there was more than one side to
the story”. The party, however, refused to be
drawn into the issue of the release of the two
Ministers. ‘“We are not interested in getting

into the charges against the two Union Minis-
ters.”

The BJP, on the other hand, came down
heavily on the AIADMK Government. Speak-
ing to newspersons at the party headquarters,
Mr. Venkaiah Naidu described the situation in
Tamil Nadu as ‘anarchic’. The Centre, accord-
ing Mr, Naidu, was duty- bound to ensure that
the rule of law prevailed and "‘would not be a
silent spectator and allow anarchy to prevail in
the State.”

Mr. Naidu said the decision to arrest the two
Ministers had brought the State Government
in confrontation with the Centre. If such a sit-
uation was allowed to prevail no Union Minis-
ter would be safe.

The Government’s decision to recall Ms.
Fathima Beevi also came in for severe crit-
icism from the Nationalist Congress Party
{NCP). lts general secretary and former Solic-
itor-General, Mr. Devendra Dwivedi, de-
scribed the decision as a ‘retrograde
development'. He also charged the Vajpayee-
led NDA Government with ‘subverting the
Constitutional and political process for short-
term partisan personal ends'.

Degeribing the developments in Tamil Nadu
}/gmpetitive irresponsibility”’, Mr. Dwivedi

also regretted that Ms. Jayalalithaa,
herself a victim of vendetta, had resorfed to
the same methods. However Mr. Dwivedi saw
little merit in the NDA'’s charge that the arrests
amounted to breakdown of the Constitutional
machinery. He pointed out that under the
Constitution only the President and Governor
enjoyed legal immunity.

Picking holes in the NDA case, Mr. Dwivedi
said the two were not arrested while discharg-
ing their duties as Union Ministers and the
validity of the charges against them had to be
decided by the courts and not the Central
Government. He also peinted out that under
the Constitution, the State Governments were
not subordinate to the Centre nor was it the
duty of the Central Government to supervise
the working of the States. The Supreme Court
had observed “that the States were as sover-
eign in their sphere as the Central Govern-
ment.”

Mr. Dwivedi also questioned the right of the

Union Government to issue a directive to the :

State Government. *“There is no scope for ad-
venturism in the Constitution nor is there a
provision for the Centre to direct
the NCP leader added. ' -~




0] By Neena Vyas

NEW BELML, JULY 27. For the first time since the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Govern-
| ment came to power, the Bharatiya Janata
j Party (BJP} has expressed disapproval of the

manner in which the NDA has functioned —
with its constituents leaving it for their own
purposes, and then seeking to re-enter as un-
ceremoniously.

This is being seen as an indirect attack on
the style of functioning of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, who apparently did
not consuit either his party or the other parties
involved on taking back the Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) into the NDA.

A senior BJP leader in the Government con-
firmed that the party’s Tamil Nadu unit was
unhappy with the reinduction of the PMK,
and that Mr. Vajpayee had telephoned the
DMK leader and former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, on Thursday, a
day after the PMK’s entry into the NDA was
announced.

The BJP’s stance has so far been that it was
for the NDA to decide, but now it has signalled

<1 BJP decries opportunism among NDA

that as a “major part” of the grouping, it had
the right to be consulted.

“Certain norms” need to be put in place to
regulate the behaviour of NDA constituents,
and this is exactly what the BJP president, Mr.
Jana Krishnamurthi, suggested today in his
opening address at the party’s three-day na-
tional executive committee meeting here.

In his 11-page address which touched upon
the Agra summit, the Tamil Nadu drama, the
Manipur crisis and the troubled economy, Mr.
Krishnamurthi left none in doubt that he was
not too happy with the manner in which some
NDA constituents had “left us before the State
Assembly elections”, thus raising doubts
about the NDA’s stability, and then after
“achieving the purpose for which they left”
they were trying to re-enter.

He suggested that it would be in the “best
interests of the NDA” if “certain norms are
formulated for entry or re-entry of any party
into the NDA”.

Mr. Krishnamurthi’s remarks perhaps re-

flect the party’s disapproval of the reported
demand for two Cabinet berths by the PMK as
also the suggestions that the Trinamool Con-

gress was also trying to drive a bargain with
the Prime Minister. What was more, it was the
BJP which had to put up with these unreliable
and unstable alliances in the States.

On the Agra summit, the BJP chief made the
point that the party stood solidly behind the
Prime Minister’s “peace offensive” on Kash-
mir, which included his invitation to the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

No one need feel sorry that the summit did
not produce a declaration, and India neither
feared talking to Pakistan, nor did it talk to
that country with fear. India was capable of
meeting any challenge to it from any quarter,
he asserted, in an indirect reference to the
cross- border terrorism inspired by Pakistan.

Mr. Krishnamurthi did not forget to criticise
the “deliberate flouting”” of diplomatic courte-
sies by the guest from Pakistan and his “'par-
rot-like”’ repetition that ‘‘Kashmir is the core
issue”.

And finally, the BJP reminded all that demo-
cratic India was bound by the 1996 Parliament
resolution on Kashmir, asserting that the
whole of Jammu and Kashmir was an indivis-
ible and inalienable part of India.
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New Delhi, July 1: The neni})né\
executive of the RSS asked the \
Centre on Sunday to declare the !
2001 census in Jammu and Kash- %,
mir as “null and void.” alleging
that figures were manipulated and -
fabricated. It also blamed the state
government for its dubious role in
‘the censuys. It has also urged the
government to prepare a national
register of citizens, issue identity
cards to all citizens and send back
all infiltrators from Pakistan.and
Bangladesh.

The national executive which
was held at Kanpur, adopted a res-
olution to express concern over
the ‘grave bungling” and ‘manipu-
‘lations’ in the latest census in the

By OUR SPECIAL

2001 J&

Kashmir valley and said. this was

-nothing short of a conspiracy to

legitimise the injustice perpetrated
on the people of Jammu and -
Ladakh. It also urged the Centre to
expose those behind the fudging
of figures. The resolution said it
seemed that the census figures
were prepared without surveying

Jjumped to 54.41 lakh in 2001, rep-
resenting an enormous increase of
73.5 per cent over 31.54 lakh in
1981. Population in Jammu, on
the other hand, went up to 43.95
lakh from 27.18 lakh, showing a
rise of just 43.95 per cent. The all
India increase during the period
was 50.3 percent, the resolution

thehpecfp)e. : pointed out.
“The active After 1991,
involvem‘ént_ KAN PUR MEET there }l;ad

of the state been forced

government i the fraud could not
be ruled out.” Pointing out that the
census in 1991 could not be held
in the state in the wake of extraor-
dinary circumstances, the resolu-
tion said the difference between
figures of 1981 and 2001 cersus
was just unbelievable. As per the
figures, population in the valley

migration of approximately 2.5
lakh Hindus from the valley and
most of them had settled in
Jammu. Besides, over 35,000
Muslims from border areas had
migrated to Jammu, the resolution
said. The figures showed that pop-
ulation in Kupwara district
increased by 95 per cent between

K census void: RSS

1981 and 2001, whereas it rose by
Jjust 47.4 per cent in the Hindu
majority district of Kathua in
Jammu. “These discrepancies
clearly prove that figures were
manipulated and fabricated,” the
resolution alleged.

Anther resolution adopted on
“challenge to national security” at
the concluding session of the two-
day meeting of the national execu-
tive, urged the goveinment to
ensure that the incidents like

* ‘Bangladesh rifles invasion and the

gruesome murder of 17 soldiers in

. Pyrdiwah and Boraiwadi in

Meghalaya should not be repeat-

ed. The executive also demanded
the Centre to tighten measures so
that madarsas and masjids are not
allowed to be used as hide-o
mischievous elements.
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BJP charges Jaya
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STAYESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAL July 1. - The BJP
today came out strongly against
the Tamil Nadu chief minister.
Miss Jayalalitha, accusing her
of violating human rights follow-
ing the manner in which the for-
mer chief minister, Mr M Karu-
nanidhi, had been arrested.
Moreover, by arresting two Un-
ion ministers, Mr Murasoli Mar-
an and Mr TR Baalu, the chief
minister has also gone against
Constitutional norms, the BJP
president, Mr Jana Krishna-
murthy said here today.
Speaking to reporters after at-
tending the state executive
meeting of the party, Mr Krish-
namurthy said the happenings
vesterday were “most unfortu-
nate and deserved all condem-
nation.” The chief minister has
brought to nought all democrat-
ic norms, he said. He also said,
all the political parties should
support efforts to discipline the
Jayalalitha government which
had upset the “delicate Consti-
tutional balance” between the
Centre and the states.
Mr Krishnamurthy said the
NDA and the Vajpayee cabinet
would take a decision on the fu-
ture course of action in Tamil
Nadu “in a day or two.” Asked
about the option of imposing
President’s rule in Tamil Nadu,
the BJP chief said the Supreme
Court in the SR Bommai case
had not barred the imposition of
President’s rule in a state, but
only ruled that such a decision
should have the consent of both
the Houses of Parliament. “If the
Congress, (which has come down
heavily on the Jayalalitha gov-
ernment following yesterday’s
mncidents) changes its stand and
if the Opposition parties extend
their support to the party, then
imposition of President’s rule
was not difficult anywhere in the
country. including TN.”

/

w1th violating
, human rights

Karunanmdhr's
mother-m-law dies

CHENNAIL July 1. -~ It was a
sad day for the Karunanidhi
household at Oliver Road in
the heart of the city. While
the members of the family.
including the former chief
minister's wife, Mrs Rajathi
Ammal. and their daughter,
Kanimozhi, were still to re-
cover from the trauma of
their father’s arrest, they had
to face vet another sad news
— the passing awayv of Mrs
Rajathi Ammal's 80-vear-old
mother. Sowbhagvam. this
morning. — SNS

Asked it the sttuation in Tami!
Nadu warranted the invoking of

Art 356 of the Constitution for

dismissing the 48-day-old AlA-
DMK government, the BJP chief
said : “It may not be there in the
conventional sense of breach of
law and order. But this govern-
ment has chosen to do what no
other state had dared to do so
far, - arresting two Central min-
isters. By this, the government
has upset the delicate Constitu-
tional balance between the Cen-
tre and the states by choosing to
defy the Constitutional norms
and traditions, Constitution will
protect only those who protect
the Constitution.”

Earlier, the BJP state executive
held an emergency meeting and
demanded dismissal of the Jayva-
lalitha government invoking Art
356. The resolution said that po-
lice had behaved in “brutal man-
ner” assaulting Mr Karunanidhi
and others, including the wom-
enfolk in their homes. If a per-
son who had been the state's
chief minister for 12 vears could
be treated thus, then no one waxs
safe in the present regime. the

state BJP sald/



BJP to appoint
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 20: In what is
being seen as a wake-up call to its
Lok Sabha MPs, the BJP has an-
nounced its decision to appoint
pramukhs who will oversee the
working of one or a cluster of
three to five parliamentary con-
| stituencies,

The pramukh will be appoint-
. ed by the Central leadership and
: not the state units.

The decision was taken today
in a meeting of prabaris (in-
charge) of various states, chaired
by BJP president K. Jana Krish-
namurthy.

Although the official explana-
' tion in a press statement, issued
by general secretary Maya Singh,
for taking this decision was to
! “strengthen the party organisa-
. tion and make it more viable at all
. levels in the next few months™,
- BJP sources said the concept of
¢ appointing pramukhs was prima-
. rily to enable central leaders to
* get feedback and inputs on the go-
ings-on in the states through their
i hand-picked nominees rather
. than state leaders.

The pramukhs, sources said,
: will be in a “better position” to
give a more “objective” assess-
- ment of the political scenario
i since they were expected to
| remain aloof from the factional
' feuds that plague the BJP.
: “They will act as coordinators
¢ and facilitators between the state
. und the Central high command,”
- explained a BJP functionary. The
. decision, sources said, came
- about after the situation in Uttar
. Pradesh was sized up after last
| week’s working committee meet-
! ingin Saharanpur.
i It was felt that given the “fac-
tional feuds” among Uttar
¢ Pradesh’s big four -— chief minis-
i fer Rajnath Singh, his Cabinet col-

watchdogs

leagues Om PraKash Singh and
Lalji Tandon and'state BJP presi-
dent Kalraj Mishra — it is “virtu-
ally impossible” for the high com-
mand to get an honest picture of
what exactly is happening in the
state.

“Without this we cannot accu-
rately plan our strategies and is-
sues for the Assembly elections,”
sources said.

The pramukh, who is expected
to get a bird’s eye view of the par-
liamentary constituency that he
has been assigned, willalsobe ina
position to take stgck of the As-
sembly segments as well, sources
said.

“He or she will be able to tell
us objectively what our strengths
and weaknesses are and what
those of our opponents are,
which social sections have turned
away from us and why,” they
added.

The decision was also per-
ceived as a means of raising an
alternate structure of leadership
because by the BJP’ own admis-
sion, most of its state units have
been unable to throw up strong
leaders after the existing ones
have moved to the Centre.

Sources said if, in the central
high command’s view, a certain
pramukh does his job well,
he may stand a chance of contest-
ing the elections from the
very constituency he has super-
vised.

It was also decided at today’s
meeting that active members
should be identified and after
being duly trained, involved more
closely in party work.

The state in-charges have also
been directed to organise units
of the front organisations and
cells — like the farmers’ morcha,
mahila morcha, youth morcha

down to the lowest tier of the .~

BJP structure — and activate”
them. d
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Mampur BJP and Samata

atloggerheads again **

HT Correspondent \
Imphal, June 5

STATE UNITS of the BJP and the
Samata Party, likely to meet at
the negotiating table to form the
Imphal Municipal Council, are at
loggerheads again.

This time, the BJP’s State pres-
ident Meinam Bhorot and former
Chief Minister Radhabinod Koi-
jam. who is also leader of the state
Samata Party are fighting it out in
cotuirt. Hearing for the election
petitions filed against Koijam
began yesterday at the Imphal
Bench of the Gauhati High Court.
Justice PG Agrawal is heading the
hearing.

The court has fixed June 6 for
the next session of hearing.
Three candidates from the Thang-
meibandh constituency defeated
by Koijam in the last Assembly
polls in February 2000, including
Meinam Bhorot of the BJP, Dr

Sharat of the Federal Party of

Manipur and N Binoy of the
Manipur State Congress Party,
have filed a petition challenging
Koijam’s election.

The petitioners said Koijam
had bought the votes of certain
voters and alleged improper
counting for two polling booths,
9/29 and 9/33. Koijam. elected on

K{\%

the spot.

3 rehels killed, 5 cops hurt in Assam encou}ner

THREE HARDCORE Ulfa militants were killed while five police-
men were injured. one seriously, in an encounter at Dholajan
Phatagaon area in Jorhat district on Monday:

Police said militants opened fire from automatic weapons when
a patrol party raided a house, where ultras were suspected to be
hiding. Three ultras were killed in the encounter.

During the gun battle, which lasted nearly an hour, five police-
men were injured including one seriously who was rushed to the
Assam Medical College in nearby Dibrugarh.

One AK-47 rifle. a Chinese pistol, two grenades and over 200
rounds of ammunition besides documents were recovered from

PTI

a Congress ticket, polled 5,983
votes while Meinam Bhorot Singh
who was contesting as a BJP can-
didate got 5,120 votes, The Sama-
ta party and the BJP have begun
trying to strike an alliance of its
elected councillors to form the
Imphal Municipal Council.

The apparent friendliness fol-
lows instructions from NDA
leaders at the Centre after the
two parties failed to form a new
Government in the State.
The Samata Party secured seven
seats while the BJP won five in
the May 26 Imphal Municipal
Council polls. There are 27 seats
in the IMC.

The poll produced a hung ver-

dict. The Samata wants to follow
the NDA line. “Whether the BJP
agrees to the proposal or not
depends on it,” the Samata presi-
dent said. However, sources close
to the BJP president said the
party had also been given the go-
ahead to form the IMC.
O Lohrii, president of the Sama-
ta Party in Manipur has written
to his BJP counterpart Meinam -
Bhorot asking him to spell out
his party’s stand at the earliest.
The Samata Party's alliance
initiative is a result of instruc-
tions of its Centralleaders. If the
two parties come to together in
the civic body that will be the
first such instance in the State/
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. |'he high-level
meeting between the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, and the
Samata Party leader and NDA
convener, Mr. George Fernandes,
today produced no tangible reso-
lution of the stand-off between
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Samata, even as in Manipur, 41
MLAs formed a new front and
waiting to stake claim to form a
government under the leadership
of Mr. R. K. Dorendra Singh, BJP
legislature party leader.

The meeting at the Prime Min-
ister’s residence was also attend-
ed by the BJP president, Mr. Jana
Krishnamurthi, and the BJP in-
charge of the Northeast, Mr. Pad-
manabha Acharya. Another meet-
ing would be held on May 28 here
between the two parties with two
State leaders from each party par-
ticipating to project the ground
realities.

After the meeting, Mr. Fer-
nandes virtually conceded that no
headway had been made. “No
specific formula was discussed,
we looked at the ground situa-
tion.” Later the party spokesper-
son, Dr. Shambhu Shrivastawa,
said the meeting had been unsat-
isfactory.

The “ground situation”, BJP
leaders said, was that the party
had little or no control over its
MLAs in Manipur. As for the rest,
the Samata leaders continued to
sulk but refrained from issuing
threats to the National Democrat-
ic Alliance or to other State gov-
ernments led by the BJP which

— DS S

IMPHAL, MAY 22. The BJP national president, Mr. Jana Krishnamur-
thi, today sternly warned the Manipur State party leader, Mr. R.K.
Dorendra Singh, who had said that he was awaiting the nod from
the Central party leadership to form a new Ministry, and forbade
any BJP legislator in Manipur to join a new Ministry.

In a letter to the BJP legislature leader, Mr. Dorendra Singh, the
BJP national president said, ‘I am given to understand that you are
trying to form a Ministry under your chief ministership. Kindly
note that no BJP MLA should approach the Governor to form a
government and no MLA of ours should join any Ministry.

”If anyone tries to join a Ministry he should resign from the BJP
before doing so or otherwise he will have to face the consequenc-
es,** Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi warned in his letter released to the
press here. He pilloried party legislators in the State for voting
against the People’s Front Ministry headed by Mr. Radhabinod
Koijam on the floor of the House yesterday. Mr. Jana Krishnamur-

thi said "we befe clearly instructed you and other MLAs of the BJP
to vote fopConfidence vote. It has not been followed.“ — PTI

The Samata Party vléader, Mr. George Fernandes, éhd thé B.IP

president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, coming out of the Prime
Minister’s residence after a meeting on the Manipur issue
in New Delhi on Tuesday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

they supportAt the BJP head-
quarters, the distinct feeling was
that the party was keen on seeing
another government take over in
Manipur. Mr. Acharya rejected

the idea of imposing President’s
rule in the State — one of the
compromise options apparently
acceptable to the Samata, “If
MLAs group together and form a
front which has a majority and
which can give a stable govern-
ment, why should there be Presi-
dent’s rule?”” Mr. Acharya justified
the formation of a new govern-
ment quoting the Constitution,
democratic principles and even
people’s mandate, while ignoring
the disease of defections.

The signal from the BJP seemed
to be that while it would not like
to see a new government in Mani-
pur sporting a BJP label (to re-
place the ousted Samata
government), it did not mind its
MILAs giving themselves a new
party label and then staking
claim.

The party was also not inclined
to take any disciplinary action

against its MLAs for defying the

BJP, SAMATA LEADERS TO MEET ON MAY 28 ,an ¢

* Manipur stalemate persist

~

whip. The BJP leadership contin-
ued to insist that a whip ordering
its 26 party MLAs to vote in sup-
port of the Koijam Government,
which fell on Monday, was issued.
But, Mr. Narendra Modi, general
secretary, added that perhaps the
whip “‘did not reach all the MLAs.
We do not know how successful
our man was in issuing the whip
to all party MLAs.”

Clearly, the Samata was not sat-
isfied with the outcome of the
meeting. Dr. Shrivastawa harped
on the “main issue” — “‘breach of

New political
front floated

By Our Correspondent

IMPHAL, MAY 22, Hectic political
activity is on in Manipur for the
installation of an alternative
Ministry after the defeat of the
three-month-old People’s Front
Government of Mr. Radhabinod
Koijam on Monday.

A new political front —
Progressive Democratic Alliance
— headed by the BJP leader
and former Chief Minister, Mr.
R. K. Dorendra Singh, was
formed this morning.

Legislators of the Manipur
State Congress Party, the
Federal Party of Manipur, the
Nationalist Congress Party ang”
the Janata Dal (Loken) along
with the BJP MLAs are in the
PDA.

BJP claim: Page 13

trust by the BJP” — and said be-
fore the confidence vote senior
BJP leaders had assured Mr. Fer-
nandes that the Koijam Govern-
ment would not be allowed to fall.

Sangma adds his bit

The Janata Dal(U) spokesper-
son, Mr. Mohan Prakash, suggest-
ed that an NDA team be sent to
Imphal to unravel the mess. But it
appears matters will remain
much as they are till May 28 —
and in Manipur those waiting to
form the government mav get res-
tive and may not wait till then_/

—
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MUSSOORIE, May 20. — The
BJP national office bearers to-
day commenced their two-day
brainstorming session to re-
view the party’s poll reverses in
the Assembly elections to four
states and Pondicherry and for-
mulate a strategy for forthcom-
ing Assembly polls.

The focus would be on Uttar
Pradesh, where elections are
due later this year or early next
year.

The session, chaired by party
president, Mr K Jana Krishna-
murthy, is being held after the
BJP came out with its seven-
step formula to rejuvenate the
party at the grassroots level.

Union home ministey, Mr LK
Advani is expec to attend
the meeting latet today.

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA [7 -
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BJP review session hegins

<L

The stat umts in the four
states and dne Union Territory
that went to the polls, have
been asked to submit a detailed
assessment of the situation.

In Assam, the party said, the
“tilting” of Ulfa guns in favour of
the Congress was the main rea-
son for the debacle of the AGP-
BJP alliance. In Tamil Nadu,
the party is likely to express its
concerns about falling values.

The party has put up a brave
face claiming the number of
MLAs in the five states had
gone up to 14 from eight. The
stress, now, would be on formu-
lating an effective strategy to
rejuvenate the party in Uttar
Pradesh, where the BJP has
very high stakes.

Mr Krishnamurthy said there
was nothing extraordinary
about holding meetings at Mus-

soorie, a hill resort in Uttaran-
chal, as the party had already
taken a policy decision to hold
its meetings in smaller states.

The seven-point strategy fi-
nalised by the two day Jhinjho-
li session included recruiting
more primary members to
broaden the social and political
base and training the cadres
about basic party commitments
enunciated in the Chennai dec-
laration.

Central BJP leaders will un-
dertake extensive tours to max-
imise interaction between the
workers and leaders, Mr Krish-
namurthy said. The BJP presi-
dent also said the affairs of the
NDA would not be discussed in
the session, as the focus would
be on the major partner in the
alliance — the BJP.

On Manipur crisis, the BJP

Lt

chief said the problems with the
Samata Party had been sorted
out and the BJP would vote in
favour of the government dur-
ing tomorrow’s confidence vote
in Imphal. He said he had writ-
ten to NDA convenor and Sa-
mata Party leader, Mr George
Fernandes in this connection.
Mr Krishnamurthy said he
would effect changes in the par-
ty’s central office-bearers to
tone up the BJP’s organisation-
al structure, adds PTI. The par-
ty general secretary, Mr Naren-
da Modi said the changes
would take place “at the earli-
est.” “T believe in the dictum
that there is place and work for
everyone of us. Our collective
and cooperative efforts will see
us through the present chal-

lenges in Indian political are- -
na,” he said. /
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~Cong forced us to
push Rly Budget

through, says

I'e
HT Correspondent A Lo L}
New Delhi. April 20 \
THIE BJP is happy with its strat-
egy against the Congress's
stalling tactics in Parliament.
but feels that it will have to guard
against the political fallout.

“Though we are satistied with
the passage of the Railway
Budget, we are concerned over
the manner in which it was
passed without a discussion,”
BJP chief whip and spokesper-
son V K Malhotra said. He said
this was probably the first time
that the Railway Budget was
passed in such a manner.

BJP spokesman Malhotra
described the Congress’s behav-
iour as “anparliamentary and
undemocratic”. Passage of the
Railway and General! Budgets
was a constitutional obligation,
he said. “If the Budgets are not
passed, the nation will come to a
standstill.”

He urged the Opposition to
allow Parliament to function nor
mally for three davs {rom Mon-
day and take up the tehelka issue
after the demands for grants of
ministries and the Budget were
passed.

The BJP has blamed the Con- ,

zress for forcing the Government

BJP

i
to push throu
Budget without discussion.

Government and BJP leaders
say the Congress!'failed” to seize
the opportunity‘it had earlier.
when the Government was ready
for any kind of debate, followed
by any kind of inquiryv” on the
tehelka revelations.

But the Congress could n