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“BJP-RSS tussle takes o di '
JIP- tussle takes on new dimension
A By Smita Gupta Y
N The Times ot India News Service
NEW DELHI: The RSS’s disapproval of the
Vajpayee-led government, Sangh sources say, has
reached a critical stage, And it is not just the serfes of
public statements emanating from top RSS leaders
attacking the government’s econontic policies as well
as criticising if for straying from the path of clean gov-
ernance and asking for the exit of some PMO offi-
cials following the ‘armsgate’ revelations.

RSS insiders say there is a serious debate now on in
Sangh circles on how lung ft can carry the burden of
the present government. For the moment, there
appears fo be a two-pronged strategy: One, to build
public opinion against the Vajpavee government
which it feels is row not just thoroughly tarmished but
is also compromising the economic sovereignty of the
country. Two, it is going to monitor even more close-
ly the functioning of the BJP and the government.

Indeed. veteran RSS leader and key Sangh figure
Dattopant Thengdi—whose outburst against the gov- §
ernment earlier this week when he challenged the
government to mend its economic policies or lose
power—is reportedly planning a series of public
rmeetings around the country which will culminate in

massive rally in August this year.

| The theme of the rallies will be much the same us
tﬁ one on April 16, when he attacked the govern-
nt’s economic policies in the strongest terms and
nf so far as to refer to finance minister Yeshwant
2 as 2 “criminal”™,
ot just that, RSS Sarsanghchalak K. Sudarshan—
Ho is seen as being close fo the PM—said Sangh
mirces, has been asked to change his ‘kendra’
iase), Dethi, for Nagpur. Instead, H.V. Seshadri—
n as the real RSS supremo—will be based in the
ital 0 keep an eve on the BJP’s functioning as
el as that of its ministers.
vurces added that there would also be an attempt
feleanse™ the RSS. For instance, the R.K. Gupta
iode has made the RSS realise that while induct-
businessmen, it needs to be more careful. Mr
ia was the businessman shown on the Tchelka
s boasting about his copnections in the govern-
t. He has also been in the RSS for more than
e decades, The BIP, on jts part, has been trying
aim that the RSS doees not really control it and
expressed itself strongly against Mr Thengdi’s
ititfsm even while saying that it welcomes criticis
those of its ideological school.
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