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NEW DELHE In the wake of th
scathing attack by Prime Ministe
Atal Bebari Vajpayee on certain
Sangh Parivar leaders for criticis-
ing his government, the RSS on
Monday disassociated itself from
the policies of the NDA govern-
ment.

Addressing a press conference,
RSS spokesman M.G. Vaidya said,
“The RSS will make its views clear
on all important issues as explicitly
and unequivocally as possible.”
Asserting that the outfit would not
be bound by the constraints and
compulsions of coalition politics,
he said, “The RSS will pursue its
stand on issues like
Ramjanmabhoomi, Jammu and
Kashmir and swadeshi.”

Although Mr Vaidyva endorsed
the economic policies of the
Centre, he refused to commit him-
self on contentious issues like the
hire-and- fire labour policy which
the Centre has been pursuing vig-

_TRADING CHARGES

orously. He said that the NDA gov-
erment was competent enough to
resolve such  crucial issues.
According to him, consulting
labour unions on such matters
would ensure that there was no
labour unrest.

More importantly, he said, the
RSS had. in a veiled manner,
okayed the controversial privatisa-
ton process. Mr Vaidya said his
party was not in favour of a social-

PM’s remarks, RSS,

dlstances itself from NDA govt.
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151 model of de\relopment and it
did not believe in government con-
trof of all means of production.
Yet, he sought to disassociate the
RSS from the NDA government’s
policies because Mr Vajpayee had
made the Sangh-BJP relations
explicit. In a recent interview, Mr
Vajpayee had said, “1 tell those in
the Sangh Parivar who oppose the
government (that) you are not only
harming the nation but aiso your-
sefves. Does it help to go around
conveying the impression that
while this is your government, it
doesn’t listen to vou? Does this
enhance your stature or clout?”

Mr  Vaidya clarified that
although Mr Vajpayee was a
swayamsevak, his was not an RSS
government at the Centre. “The
RSS wiil never have a government.
It will not play the role of the
opposition cither. We have nothing
to do with the policies of the NDA
gmemmenl We don’t exert any
pressure,” he maintained.
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“Forged’ letter whirlwind
catches row ~gdden govt

FROM OUR SPECIAL \\\
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 24; Battlelines
between the NDA and the Opposi-
tion were redrawn after the Vaj-
payee government stumbled into
another controversy, this time in-
volving a “forged” letter written
by Cabinet secretary T.R. Prasad
to Brajesh Mishra, the Prime Min-
ister’s principal secretary The let-
ter questions the process of disin-
vestment adopted for Air-India.

Congress chief whip Priyva
Ranjan Das Munshi created a flut-
ter last night when, during a Lok
Sabha discussion on disinvest-
ment, he produced a letter pur-
portedly sent by Prasad to Mishra
on July 7. According to the letter
— coples of which were made
available to the press by the
BJP — disinvestment was not
feasible because “Ajr-India is
an asset which carries a lot of
emotion being the national carri-
er of the country, hence, the argu-
ment that a minimum reserve
price and single bidder will be ap-
propriate does not hold good in en-
suring a smooth disinvestment
process through Parliament and
government”.

It went on to say: “We should
look at the aviation policy as a
whole rather than keep changing
the policies to either suit the

p cess or the obJectlve that we
are trying to accomplish in a
transparent manner.”

Minister of state for disinvest-
ment Arun Shourte tried to biunt
the Opposition’s protests by or-
dering a CBI inquiry. Shourie in-
formed the House that he spoke to
Prasad, who told him the docu-
ment was “forged” as he had not
written any such letter.

BJP sources said Shourie
wrote to CBI officials requesting
them to conduct an “expeditious”
inquiry into the matter which had
the “gravest” implications. Ac-
cording to PTI, the investigating
agency today registered a case of
forgery. CBI sources also did not
rule out the possibility of Das
Munshi being questioned.

The Congress, however, said
the government should have first
referred the matter to the Speaker
as the letter was the property of
the House.

“It involves a secret correspon-
dence. What aspect will the
CBI inquire into — whether the
letter was forged or the signature
was forged?” asked Congress
sources. But the party was clear
on one point: that the onus was on
the government to prove that the
letter was fabricated. The Con-
gress was backed by the CPM,
which argued that the letter
should be sent to a privilege com-

mlttee and not to the CBL

The BJP reacted strongly o
the Congress stand. Spokesman
VK. Malhotra said it was “de-
plorable” that the party should
brandish a “forged"” letter on the
floor of the House. “The Congress
should be sure of its facts and not -
base its allegations on forged doc-
uments,” he said.

“They should have understood
that the language in the letter can-
not be one used by the Cabinet sec-
retary. Instead of all this, Con-
gress leaders could have placed
their views on disinvestment in
the debate.”

Malhotra said the Congress
treated issues related to forged
documents like a “cottage indus-
try”. “First you had the St Kitts
case. Then (Chhattisgarh chief
minister) Ajit Jogi claimed he had
documents to show that the Prime
Minister's Office was involved in
the Balco deal. We had challenged
him but there has been no re-
sponse so far,” he said.

Government sources admitted
that a CBI inquiry was unlikely to
prove anvthing. “If it's proved
that the letter is fake, at most
Munshi will apologise. It's only a
technical matter and, by the time
the investigation is over, the
whole thing would have passed
out of public memory;” saig&Cab-
inet minister. /é
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 3. The necd for
“norms’ to help in the smooth
functioning of the 24- party Na-
linnal Demeocratic Alliance sug-
gested by the Bharativa Janata
Party president, Mr. Jana Krish-
narmurthi — and approved by the
Prime Minister ar the partv’s re-
cent national execulive comimit-
tce meeting — are now 0 be
adopted as a4 “code of conduet”
by NDA members. but aircady
protests are being heard that
more than the “other” NDA
members, it is the BIP which has
been guilty of flouting the “can-
ons of coalition politics™.

Although all NDA members —
barring the Shiv Sena which was
absent — “unanimously” ap-
praoved the August ! resolution
setfing up a four-man committee
fo draft a “code of conduct” for
the NDA, several constituents of
the allfance are expressing their
unhappiness.

“Copalitions can be run on trus,t
and mutual understanding, nor
under rules and regulations (ka-
novn se nahin chala sakre),” Mr.
Muohan Prakash, spokesperson for
the Janata Dal (United), said to-
day. The coalition “dharma” (or
cade) should be followed by all
canstituents, he insisted, perhaps
hinting that the leading party may
itself be guilty. He pointed out
that the JID{U) had not spoken out
of wrn, il had always ddhued o
the coalition "dharma’. H\

During the Manipur crisis, the
Samata Party was clearly at odds
with the BJP publicty charging
that the latter was insuumental in
bringing down its Government in
the State. “How can the BJP give
us scrmons on the dharma of coa-
littion politics?™ 4 Samata leader
soid. /

Taking note of' the rumblings
against the proposed code com-
ing [rom its partners, the BJP spo-
kesperson. Mr. Vijay Kumar

A

l\«Iaﬁ‘lQ]‘a said the four-man com-
mittee set up to draft the code —
Mr. Sikander Bakht (B]P], Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes (Samata Party},
Mr. Arjun Charan Scthi (Biju Ja-
nara 17al) and Mr. Murasoli Ma-
rart (DMK} — had threce leaders
from the “allies” and only one
from the BJP.

He added that the draft code of
conduct would be placed before a
meeting of NDA leaders, wha
would then accept the code after
making any changes they may
wish 0.

Onece the feaders of the NDA
were 10 accepl the code, natuarally
the NDA would expeer all mem-
hers, all Members of Parliament
of the parties constituting the
NIZA to fall in line.

But this is an argument that
cerfainly does not appeal to most
MPs, no matter whart their leaders
may have in mind. How can the
rights of MPs to raise issues on
public importance be curlailed

T

‘code of conduct’

simply because it may not suit 4
ruling party? Moreover, MPs of
these parties will naturally be
guided by their own leaders who
may he (many of them are} out-
side Parliament.

Other MPs pointed oul 1hat
even the party leading the coali-
tion had consider the divectons
from  the BSS, and that “this
mother crganisation” of the BJP
could not be reined in by anv
code of conduct.

I is emphasised that the NIDA
has not yet been consulted an the
PMK's ‘re-entry” intoe the alli-
ance, though the Prime Minister
himself stated this would be done,
nor has the issue of a possible “re-
entry” of the Trinamuool Congress
come up af any meeting. No NDA
party was consulted on Mr. Ajil
Singh's entry into the Cabinet. Is
his party the Rashiriva {.ok Dai
new a member of the NIDA? No-
body knows.
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“Sena stays

away from
¢ NDA
"ineeting

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. — The
Shiv Sena has kept the BJP and
its allies guessing by boycotting
today’s NDA meeting and call-
ing a press conference, to be ad-
dressed by Mr Bal Thackeray,
in Mumbai tomorrow.

The Sena chief doesn't for-
mally address the media very
frequently. Hence, his decision
has set alarm hell ringing in
the NDA circles.

BJP leaders fear the Sena
may anncunce withdrawal
from the Cabinet, while con-
tinuing in the NDA,___.

There prdfcations that the

chief may not take any
action against Mr Sanjay Niru-
pam (MP} who had hinted in
the Rajya Sabha that some
PMO officials had played a role
in the UTT scam.

The Unien power minister,
Mr Suresh Prabhu, was sched-
uled to attend the NDA meet-
ing, but he was tald by Mr
Thackeray to abstain. Instead,
the Sena parliamentary party
held a meeting around the
same as the NDA meeting. This
may be a signal that the Sena
is not happy with the alliance.

The Sena mouthpiece, Saam-
na, today carried an editorial
expressing regret on Mr Niru-
pam's behalf. It said the MP
himself would have apologised
had the Rajva Sabha func-
tioned normally.

There was, however, a signif-
icant twist in the party’s stand.
The paper said that when
charges were levelled against
Mr Vincent Gearge, the CBI
raided his premises. The impli-
cation, NDA leaders said, was
that the Centre had ignored
Mr Nirupam’s allegations.

The Sena has reportedly taken
exception to the NDA's decision
to evolve a norm for the alliance
MPs. It's also “unhappy” with
Mr Yashwant Sinha and certain
PMO officials and is unlikely to
give up its reservations soon.

The Prime Minister may try
to mollify Mr Thackeray by of-
fering more ministerial berths
to his MPs. The Sena supremo
reportedly wants “meatier”
minjstries for his men than
what they now have.

NDA leaders, however, said
that since some “important”
ministries, such as power and
heavy industry, are with the
Sena, it would be difficult to

meet Mr Thackerays” wish
without angeri%/dfﬁer part-

ners. .
P
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Coalition membersto +

frame code of conduct

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 1 AUGUST

RIME MINISTER Atal Behari
PV&jpayec on Wednesday put

the NDA on notice, saying he
will not tolerate indiscipline any-
more. and that those whe don't
agree should feel free to walk out.
The message had, however, been
somewhat diluted by evening
when he gave in to the pressure
from the minister of state Digvijay
Singh allowing him to retain the
additional charge of railways.

Besides, the NDA was still hav-
ing to contend with a recaldrrant
Shiv Sena. The saffron pariner of
the BJP remains unimpressed by
the Prime Minister's display of
firmness, and the NDA leadership,
as of this evening, seemed to be in
a mooed to duck the challenge
thrown at the just-asserted author-
ity of Mr Vajpayee.

Striking an emphatic enough-
is-enough note, Mr Vajpayee told
the NDA leaders that he would
quit for sure if the ruling coalition
didn't change its ways, “There is
listle point in persisting with the
NDA it indiscipline doesn't end.
Those who are happy with the cur-
rent state of affairs are welcome to
elect a new leader. But as long as T
am the leader, 17 will not put up
with indiscipline any more, and
those who disagree should better
leave,” was the brief message Mr
Vajpayvee put across with striking
forthrightness.

His remarks expressed the
same cxasperation with the disar-
ray in ruling coalition that the
Prime Minister had displayed on
Tuesday, but with a major differ-
ence. This tme, it came with a
firmness which left no doubts
about that he meant business. Built
in to the message was another sig-
nal — that the withdrawal of
Tuesday's quit offer was not
unconditonal. It was amplified
when Union home minister, LI
Advani, struck the same lump-it-
or-leave-it tone.

The unstinted

support

expressed lor the Prime Minister |
showed that his resignation offer :
had had the desired effect with the
pariners agreeing to
frame a code of conduct and i
promising to abide by it. But the :
solidarity show was spoilt by the
Shiv Sema which staved away, |
reneging on an undcrstanding that |
its leader, Bal Thackeray, had given |-
10 the NDA convenor, George ||
Fernandes. Mr Thackeray had on i
Tuesday called up Mr Vajpayee to !
express regret for the conduct of |
the Sema MP. Sanjay Nirupam, |
whose charge about the involve- |
ment of the PMO in the UTI fiasco | .
is believed to have been the imme- |
diate provocation for the Prime |
Minister's emotional outburst on |
Tuesday. He followed that up by |

coalition

promising 1o censure the MP.
Mr  Thackeray,

sentative,

US-64 fiasco.

The snub generated consider- §
able resentment but the dominant §
mood was to avoid confrontation :
with Mr Thackeray and it found !
expression in the deletion of the §

criticism of Mr Nirupam's conduct

from the drafi of the solidarity res- ;
i members,
nominee Suresh Prabhu for over :
30 minutes, decided to go ahead ¢
with the deliberatons without the :
! the alliance. The home minister,

clution. In the

evening, M

Fernandes met Mr Thackeray in i
NDA convenor is |
apprised  Mr i
! representative of BIP's oldest ally.
i Convenor George Fernandes i
will meet Mr Thackeray late on §
Wednesday. Government sources |
aid Mr Fernandes’ Mumbai mis- !
ion was aimed at ramming home |
the point that constant pinpricks |
from the Sena were creating a i
! it plain that those who want to do

Mumbai. The
learnt to  have
Thackeray of Mr Vajpayee's deter-
mination to get rid of indiscipline.

Prime Minister. who looked i
tense on Tuesday, was a changed
man after the NDA meeting. He §

disarmed the Opposition which

wanted to have some mirth at his |
expense by acknowledging that he :
i considerable strain.
But those wha have been |
i dealing with the Sena chief are |
unhappy. It is felt Mr Nirupam |
could not alone have moved Mr
i Thackeray. Some are even secing |
: said.

had indecd offered 1o resign.

“Monsoon is on, Clouds will, of §

course, be there. But they do dis
appear,”

about had already blown over.

PMtells alhes to put up or

however, |
sprang a surprise asking his repre- §
Suresh Prabhu, to stay i
away from the meeting, and ruling :
out any action against Mr Nirupam i
at this stage. Besides, he has also |
asked the Sena MPs 10 keep quiet |
when the Lok Sabha discusses the :

said Mr Vajpayee, imply- §
ing that the crisis being talked :

PLOTTING STRATEGIES: Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee and home minister L.K. Advani

at the NDA meetmg in New Belhi on Wednesday — PTI

Va]payee, Advani
~ play the same tune

Sena delegate
shuns meet

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 1 ALGUST
THE SHIV Sena, whose MP Sanja‘,

Nirupam caused a flutter in the i
ruling alliance with his attack on !
! THE VAJPAYEE-Advani duet was

the prinie ministerial establish-
ment,

telephonic talk with the Prime
Minister and apologised over his

who waited for Sena

the hand of Mr Thackeray’s son

Uddhav in the episode. They are
suggesting the involvement of the :
counsel of jailed former UTI chief :
Satish Manashinde in the ani- :
PMO campaign. They claimed thar :
Mr Manashinde enjoyed great !
i the interests of good governance,

rapport with Uddhav Thackeray.

refused to participate in
i Wednesday's NDA meeting.
The Sena supremo, who had a |
i spoke the same language and sent
i out a clear message to the party,
MP’s conduct, hardened his posi- |
fion on Wednesday morning and !
! directed the party's nominee not :
! to attend the meeting. The NDA
! praise on the Prime Minister's

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELM? 1 AUGUST

in full flow on Wednesday as they
played the firmness song at the
NDA meeting. The two leaders

Parivar and the allies that there

will be no more compromises for

the sake of running the coalition.
Mr Advani, whe lavished

leadership, said Mr Vajpayee can-
not be expected to put up with the
tantrums of various constituents of

whose words shape the Parivar's
reflexes, also promised to rein in
the trouble-makers within the
Parivar. “I have been interacting
with them on this issue,” the home
minister told the participants.

The home minister also made

business with the NDA will have to
observe the norms of proper polit-
ical conduct. “You cannot stay
within the alliance and persist with
the old ways,” the home minister

The home minister's remarks
indicated the level of exasperation
in the leadership over the conduct
of individual ministers and leaders
of the alliance parties. While some
ministers are playing sodo, hurting

the attack on the government from
within is creating a crisis of credi-
bility.

The Union home minister,
who has so far refratned from com-
menting on the affairs of the NDA,
said all components of the alliance,
including his own BJE, should be
mindful of the image of the gov-
ernment. “Those who want to stay
within the alliance shouid abide by
a code of conduct,” he said.

The home minister also made
it clear that there was no automat-
ic route for grabbing ministerial
berths for those who were rejoin-
ing the NDA. “There should be a
cooling off period,” he said, indi-
cating that the PMK, which had
rejoined the NDA, and the
Trinamool Congress, which wants
a re-entry into the alliance, wiil
have to wait to gain ministerial
berths.

This laid the groundwork for a
hard-hitting resolution by the NDA
and tough talk by the Prime
Minister, The resolution adopted at
the meeting shared the Prime
Minister's disappointment and dis-
tress over the “irresponsible actions
and behaviour of some individu-
als” which gave an irnpression of a
lack of cohesiveness in the alliance.

At the meeting, Mr George
Fernandes, Mr Faroog Abdullah
and Mr Jaswant Singh agreed w1th
the top two BIP leaders.

Lllie Econviiric Timnmes
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Hindi films have taught us that the best way to bring dround a
wayward son is for the mother to go on a fast-unto-death. Filled
with remorse, the son will do as told, including give up the girl he loves.
Emotional blackmail achieves wonders in politics too, as Atal Behari
Vajpayee's resignation threat so usefully demonstrates. The prime
minister threw up his hands after a Shiv Sena MP publicly charged the
PMO with invelvement in the on-going UTI scandal. Atalji had merely
to utter the word ‘resign’ for BJP parliamentarians to go into apolog:
mode. They besceched him not even to think about the drastic step
Renunciation is part of the great Indian tradition. Unquestionec
though his moral standing was, Mahatma Gandhi played on people™
emotions each time he went on one of his innumerable fasts. Of course
not everybody can get away with this gentle art of moral arm-twisting
No less than Jawaharlal Nehru learnt this to his dismay when he tried t«
protect Krishna Menon, then under attack for the Chinese debacle
When Nehru offered to resign rather than let go of Menon, some in his
own party indicated that they were prepared for the eventuality.
Finally Menon went and Nehru stayed. Mr Vajpayee has often been
comparcd to Nehru and much like him Mr Vajpayee too towers over
the party — and by extension the NDA — he leads. The Vajpayee-BJP
popularity gap bas repeatedly come through in opinion polls, which
must explain why even the suggestion that the prime minister could go
causcs the party to react in panic.

This is not the first time that Mr Vajpayee has offered to step down.
He did so in the immediatc aftermath of the Babri Masjid demolition.
Back then, the BJP was not in office, and indeed Mr Vajpayec was him-
self somewhat marginalised within the party. And vet, he has always
been something of a patriarch to the party, a part of the BJP’s history
and a witness to its many ups and downs. So a BIP without Mr Vajpayee
was unthinkable even at that time. Once the NDA was formed, of
course, Mr Vajpayee became the pivot around which the constituents
hung. Little wonder then that each time he had a run-in with the sangh
parivar, Mr Vajpayee would unleash his brahmastra — the threat of res-
1gnation. And inevitably, Mr Vajpayee’s critics would be silenced. [t is
too carly to say whether Mr Vajpayec has once again cffectively dealt
with the growing unrest in the NDA. There have been far too many
things going wrong with the government, starting with the state of the
economy and the long list of financial scams of which 1JS-64 is only the
latest. It has also been obvious for sometime now that politicians enjoy
immunity of the kind not available to otrdinary citizens, and this includes
high-profile businessmen. Governments that quite happily jail a Rajan
Pillai or an L. M Thapar, will themselves be found to be involved in
scams without anyone having 1o take responsibility. And when the
pressure grows, one minister or another merely needs to brandish the
weapon of resignation to wash off his sins. It’s perhaps time thos
office thought of the verdict that might await them in the ‘pe
court’ — the highest court of judgment by their own reckoning.

Tata’e Ratan

N

lc's

fHiE TME2

»

-~
i

ES 3 r‘..... - iy 1

c- OF W



Hnb o4 pajuem 18IS
auilig s} Aym g 93eq uQ

Aunjesur £)1vd Alelustuellied
dg #1118 passnIsIp Uadq 10U
PEY 8NnsSsT L0 oW pres ueleyry
Jresodoad sty wopurqge 03 wry
paprnstad pue g o1 uo pagjed
I DU 150D NN "YAULS jUBmser
‘TUBARY "aapal ¢} Pomofjg aq
jou prnoa agdediva 18y) pies pue
SRIBIAT § g 2yl 01 Ldaeys
po1oRad ST UHUT fired,,
‘poppe of . Jeuuewr puturdid
-S1P PUE JUSIAU0D B T LOTIOUN]
VUN 94l axew 03 A1geur, siy
JO MOTA UT 301730 b o3 aaisap
ST ssaJdxa pIp AoSTULN 9idd
ST, Dres ue(eyrp; Usieq
TUOLBNITS QU] JO $SaUSTIONI0S J1)
pasi{ear ugos 4317 1 "SNoLIos
sem aadedien R YUyl jou
pIp SJIN d g AuBul Aleniug

TOTS122P S1U Adueyd o3 suod
10U Sem 3y pres aadudies 1mq
‘ugisad 0} j00 Wy o) pairaedde
sdW A9 94y, uonemnoads
yonwe o 300iqns oyl usaq pey
wiTesy sty pres oste dadediny

. TO88HI0NS B UL PUR
FSINAT sanyNy §31 8piosp 03 Aled
Y3 A0 ST 3 MOU 8ARY) | eyl 18l
-1ag) 81 31 JB) Poplaap vy 1 Jou
-ueLt pautdiosip pue 1aIayod
B UL UOLIUNY VN AL ayeul
0} 3l UsaQ 10U IARY | 'SHUL
-RLoaLIYS [fe a0} aqedamsur
wie [ UDISTUTA JUITLS gy we
| A0ULS., PIES UoY) sadedBA
WIS 0] POTSTM 39
-Aedlea mes uelegey ‘Buryeads
sem LHUIG I8MUSoyeIy 9[1ym
Artodord oray} yjts paarvyad
jou pey pur (SOV.L) svonru

-0 A1051APE Uoydaal o) Hu
SINISUG) A1gm wWol) paJoud]
PrEY UeMmse ] SE[LA WEY 10ISTULy
UO[IRIUNUINOD DLIBS S10GUIIIE
Ardg o (peqeizegn) Jea],
O N Bqaeg Yor[ pue {ysapeld
[RUQEUITH) (q3Ug JUMSAURY
dN Bugqes  maley Jrg A
PR SISO JE-U0id JO anol
-ARLAG 9Y) oge poureidiuod
SISQUIA ¢ awns Joye 3U1
03Ul 3} 18 axods aasvdinp
PUTW STY 93URLD 03 Wi apens
-1ad 01 WY pamoljuy wefsiery
POULBLd PU®R (SO JeiuuBly
MINW RUTG JABRSEF TUBADY
S RISt J07 ANdnage 1]
usy) 9 b 01 pajem 9 ey
FUTLIOW STYL A)Ted ATR)uainery

ASNOH Byl paoey g ‘Funsaw

dr*g © 12 05 pes aapy) 10U PINOYS
ay Fupimb noge snopas sem

A 1 'BNSSEL] ) 8UL U0 JUBWLIIBADE
Bumae)ie saye yaN luasald

o1 Aoyd e say0 uoleudisay W(N)IdD
TEpUEDS (LN a4 L) 3ol S DN
aqoid 03 pasl a1 Lol uoluELe
Fupieap je pOWIE euletp [BIIDIR €
ACLU S ISIUIN WY SSTHOINGD
oA puiag ALy puels am udisal
Luop a2seold ‘FIranNya YIYWYIN

. SU215 BAL0a1100 AIESSITaU aNE}
1SN JUBLUUISAGE [BLURT 34 ] "Lad
-0ey of pamolie aq 10U PIN0YSs [ep
-Ueos ) 2 93K suneds luanhbalg,
‘pagosd A)yEnolayy 8y Jsnw
HRPUERDS ) ) eyl sng 'unb o) g 104
pasu ON INAYN NEVEVHANYHD

-Ted 08 ou) 30 Jurjasl B o
aosrdleA ‘ans8s [ 1,0} oy U0 sI9U
-10ed FOON pUE 40" 293 Jo uon
-338 ¥ WoJj JIoUNLIBA0ND $1U U0
syrene Ag jasdn Apuaavddy
PATels 5, Arxed Jeyl 100191 J0u
prp suatuido s wednIiN Arfueg
PTES UBUpPRI4 USTIRG PUE 91900
Juray S4W BUOE COAOW UOTL
-eudisal s.aaied(es pajduwoad
Altuzaedde  jBygl  ARpIsiseA
wideg vdley ot uy yoene s, ured
AN SBat ] $SIPADIIU0D LLO
YY) 1O JAIL0D AYs Ui O oYl
Jo WSTON AL s, wednaiy defueg
JIW euges edley woyy Sraed
S14 PIouw)SIp pue suoydaral
a1y 1aa0 aafedlea o) oxods Keto
SHORLL, (B4 JBDEAT RUOE ATYS
sosediep jo digsiopea)
A} Ul IR I a1edairar A[Tewn
-I04 07 padadxa §7 1 MOLI0WOo]
0y palles Uadg SBY 98]11UIE0)D)
UORBUIPIGo) VN a4} Jo Sut
Jeor ¥ 1loddns atayy wiaryeed
01 Wiy o pajlen s9e YON
‘dupeau our
-GED) QUTINC.L B DOATRYD J3KBdiEA
‘BUitoAs aU) U "0Ara( 0 pamoqie
agolou priuod sy pres sdw
A[H J491je aa0w sy uopurqe
G Wiy papenstad,  sondwo]
-[00 1BMgED  JoTuag  jensn
SE $53UISNG STM 3L Uo0s Ing
Jdouew paug(d
-TOSTP PUR JUSISOD, ¥ Ul UL}
U] WODTE0D UL oyl axeta
01 9 E USa] J0U pey ay 8snedaq
ufisod 0 SuLieyo Aq VN pUe
A0 0yl pouunis Aepoy asdudiea
LB {8y WHLSINIA HINTE ]

18 Qn 1o maN
TULHPU0GSILI0) LH

sprewad wednaiN woay A)ted saouwsip Lesoyoey], @
APua19y00 togIuy 03 YN 198 L.Ued 9 skes I @

P

ANPUT LA

!

v\




W

NEW DELHI, JULY 25. Five months after it quit the rulin
combination at the Centre, the Patrali Makkal Katch
(PMK) today returned to the National Democratic Al-
liance. The return of the PMK which has five MPs in
the Lok Sabha was announced by the NDA convenor,
Mr. George Fernandes, here this evening after the
PMK chief, Dr. §. Ramadoss, and the MPs cualled on
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. The meeting
lasted 30 minutes.

By Our Special Correspondent

A statement from the NDA convenor said that Dr.
Ramadoss had expressed the desire of the PMK to
rejoin the NDA. As chairman of the alliance, the Prime
Minister welcomed them. Earlier, ’r. Ramadoss and
his MPs called on Mr, Fernandes.

The PMK had quit the NDA on February 5 this vear

" PMK returns tb NDA

a/wnh its two Central Ministers, Mr, N T. Shanmugam

and Mr. E. Ponnuswamy, resigning from the Coundil
of Ministers. On the question of seeking berth in the
Ministry, Mr. Ponnuswamy told The Hindu that the
matter was left to the Prime Minister.

The PMK pulled cut of the NDA ahead of the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections and later had an under-
standing with the AJADMK. As the PMK's aspirations
of coming to power in Pondicherry were dashed after
the polls, it once again started moving towards the
NDA,

With the return of the PMK, the NDA has reclaimed
part of its strength that got depleted between Febru-
ary and March this year when both the PMK and the
Trinamool Congress snapped their links with the alli-
ance. Meanwhile, the NDA acquired a new constitu-
ent jn Mr. Ajit Singh’s Rashtriva Lak Dal fast Syday.

-
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/ONLY AN EXPRESSION OF DISPLEASURE: FERNANDES

NDA to keep

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 11. The ruling
National Democratic Alliance
this evening decided to keep
away from the Pakistani High
Comrmnissioner’s “high tea’” for
Gen. Pervez Musharral here on
Tuly 14. Interpreting the
invitation for the Ab-Party
Hurriyat Conference as an
attempt 1o project the
conglomerate as the sole
representative voice of Jammu
and Kashmir, the NDA decided
it was “‘unacceptable” and as
“an expression of displeasure”
the ruling alliance constituents
would not aftend the reception.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, presided over
the meeting. The rationale
behind the decision was
explained by the convener, Mr.
George Fernandes. According to
him, the Pakistani High
Commissioner bad opted nort to
invite anyone else from Jammu
and Kashmir, not even any
representative of the elected
Government in the State; this
was seen as a calculated move
to accord to the Hurrivat a
status, which was unacceptable
to the political leadership (as
different from the Government}.

Mr. Fernandes cautioned that
the WDA's decision should
neither be seen as a "'snub’™ nor
as a “boycott”, but just “‘an
expression of displeasure, if at
all”. Mr. Fernandes pointed out
that the Government of India
was the host for the Pakistani
President’s visit, and there
would be no dilution in respect
and protocol for the visiling
head of state. He also hoped the
boycott of the “tea party” would

not overshadow the summit,

The NDA convener refused to
ask the Oppaosition parties to
stay away trom the “tea party’.
Mr. Fernandes clarified his
remarks vesterday (in Lucknow
where he thought it was all right
to atrend the reception) as his
personal view. The irony is that
so far only Mr. Fernandes and
Ms. Java Jaitly are understood to
be the sole NDA functienaries to
have received rhe invitation.

According to information
available with the NDA leaders,
except Mr. Jagmohan, all other
six MPs from the capital are
believed to be on the invitation
list. Also on the list are believed
0 be Mr. L. K. Advani (in the

= ]

off tea party..

category of palitical lcaders),and
Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, BIP
president, From the Government
gide, those invired are the
Ixternal Affairs Minister, Mr,
Jaswant Singh, the Foreign
Secretary, the Joint Secretary
(Pakistan), the chiel protocol
officer, and two directors on the
Pakistan desk in the Ministry of
External affairs. lowever, Mr.
Singh is most unlikely to put in
an appearance ar the High
Commissioner’s party as he
would be leaving for Agra in the
afternoon of July 14.

Mr, Vajpavee is understood to
have brieled the NDA leaders on
the nature of the proposed talks
with the visiting President. Apart

from the Kashmir issue, ogher
items of the agenda could]be
trade, cultural relations arjd
terrorism. The Prime Minjster
also told the NDA partners
about the confidence- building
measures nitiated by the
Government in the last few
days.

Mr. Fernandes revealed thal
the Prime Minister had decided
to include the External Affairs
Minister, the Home Minister,
the Commerce Minister and the
Finance Minister in the official
delegation for the summit.
Asked with whom these
Ministers would interact, he said
they would be in Agra to advise
the Prime Minister.

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEw DELHI, JULY 11. It seems that
i some BJP leaders started shout-

ing too early and too loudly

that they would not attend the

“tea-party” being hosted by the
- Pakistan High Commissioner,

Mr. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, for till

this evening none of the party

leaders had been invited — al-
though some names are sup-
. posedly on a ‘list’,

At the all-party meeting
called by the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, on July 9, the
BJP representative, Mr. V.K.
Malhotra, had said that his par-
tymen would not attend the
"tea’ 1o profest against the in-
vitations sent out to some Hur-
rivat leaders in spite of India
letting Pakistan know this was
not to its liking.

But Mr. Maihotra confirmed
(- .

today that so far he had not re-
ceived any invitation. In fact,
party president, Mr. Jana Krish-
namurthi, said {when asked)
that "'no BJP leader had as yet
received an invitation.” Would
he go to the party which was
being thrown in honour of the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf? Mr. Krishnamur-
thi's respense was that he had
no invitation and if and when
he got one, he would decide.
But Mr, Malhotra was clcar, No
one from the party would go.
And another party leader, na-
tional secretary, Mr. Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, also stated today
that he would not go (he too
has no invitation).

Leaders of other parties have
confirmed that they have re-
ceived invitations, and given
this it seemed rather odd that
the BJP leaders had been left

out. It has been suggested that
since they said they would not
go, thev were not invited.

The Congress tonight said '
that it would review its decision |
to send some of iis representa-
tives to the party. Reacting 1o |
the NDA's decision to stz;V
away, Conress Working Com?
mittee member, Mr. Natwar |
Singh, said his party would take
a fresh look into the matter in |
the wake of the development. ;
He twld The Hindu that Gen.
Musharaff “was not taking into
account the sensitivity of the
host nation”, by insisting on |
the inclusion of the Hurriyat
and the exclusion of all other
representatives from Jammu |
and Kashmir. “This does not
augur well for his visit, and ¢
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NDA plans step-b

G

Shekhar Iver

3. 4
\Pw De!h.' Izzh

THE NDA (,oordmat ion Commit-
tee today failed to reach a con-
sensus on clamping Central rule
in Tamil Nadu. but recommend-
ed "stern action” against the Jay-
alalithaa Government to make it
fall in line. But at the same time,
it suggested that the Centre
should adopt a “step-by-sten
approach™,

The NDA will press for with-
drawal of all cases against jailed
DMK chief M Karunanidhi,
Murasoli Maran and T R Baalu
and not rest content with the
release of the two Union Minis-
ters alone,

Tiil today. the detenticn of the
two rainisters was the only rea-
san for the NDA to clamour for
Article 356 in Tamil Nadu. But,
the consensus that emerged from
today's deliberations was that
short of withdrawal of cases, the

Centre should not calm don.

Today’'s meeting left little
scope for an early end to the con-
flict with Jayalalithaa. Tomor-
row, the Union Cabinet meets to
mull ways of tightening the
screw on the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment. The idea is to invoke
the right constituticnal provi-
sions to force the AIADMEK Gov-
ernment to revoke the cases
against the arrested leaders,
release DMK supporters and end
media curbs.

Senior BJP leaders said they
believed the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister could be pressured into
dropping the cases. For, the
nationwide outrage caused by the
brutal treatment of Karunanidhi
had left her isolated.

The NDA gameplan envisages
the Cabinet invoking Article 256,
which allows the Centre to pass
an executive order binding on
the State. The Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment woeuld then have to fol-

-step J. aya cla

low a particular course of actlon
desired by the Centre.

(Option two deals with invok-
ing Article 3565. This too makes it
mandatory for the State to abide
by the Centre's directives, Fail-
ing which, President’s ruie can
be clamped under Article 356.

The issue is not just the
release of Karunanidhi and the
two Union Ministers. It is also
ahout withdrawal of all “false
and fraudulent cases against
them, NDA convener George Fer-
nandes said. Fernandes headed a
fact-finding mission to Chennai
yesterday.

In what appeared to be a swift
damage control effort, 14
AJADMK leaders, headed by the
State Law Minister today
reached the capital and present-
ed their version of the recent
events in Chennai. They called
on President K R Naravanan and
Law Minister Arun Jaitley They
brought along with them a video-

pdown

assette released by the police,
which ciaimed that the Union
Ministers had provokead the trou-
blk.

The Union Law Minister told
the ATADMEK team that there was
na choice before Javalalithaaa
but to drop the cases, The Centre
wouldn't allow a state of consti-
tutional anarchy in which Union
Ministers or fornmier Chief Minis-
ters could be arrested hy State
Governmernts.

However, the ATADVMEK
leaders stood their ground. Jay-
alalithaa was not seeking a “com-
promise” deal with New Delhi.
they said.

Fernandes later disagreed that
there were differences among
NDA partners on dismissing the
Javalalithaa Government.
“Everybady wants stern action.
The NDA team to Chennai saw
merit in the demand for invoking
Article 336 to save demogracy in
Tamil Nadu.”
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" extension of

NDA in trouble over N-E ceasefire

within the NDA have intensified over the

Cenire’s ceasefire with the
NSCN-IM bevond the Nagaland borders.
The violence in Manipur has posed a seri-
ous challenge to the Centre, especially the
home ministry, besides exposing it to all-
round criticism.

Mr George Fernandes today iterated the
Samata’s opposition to the decision tao
bring Nagaland's neighbouring states
within the ceasefire’s ambit. “Why only Sa-
mata, all political groups, not only in Man-
ipur but other states, were opposed to it ...
Even the chief ministers of some states
have voiced their concern over it.”

He called for “serious efforts” to dispel ap-

" prehensions in the minds of the people over

the decision and check violence in Manipur.
“I'm of the opinion that peace should be

given a chance but only after consulting all

parties concerned.” Mr Fernandes said.
He, however, felt en NDA meeting could
not be called now because the Prime Min-
ister is away from Delhi, He didn't repeat
his party’s earlier demand for an all-party
meeting.

Another NDA partner, JD-U, favoured a
review of the decision even as the BJP is
desperate trving damage-control exercises,
The party today urged the government to
ensure that the ceasefire doesn't affect
Manipur’s territorial integrity or that of
any other north-eastern states.

Calling for a review of the ceasefire’s
frame-work, the party spokesman Mr Mo-
han Prakash said the Centre should order
security forces to retaliate if the NSCN ac-
tivists attack tribals in Manipur or Naga-
nominated areas of other states.

Mr Prakash, unlike his party colleagues,
didn’t blame the Centre for the situation or
demand an all-party or NDA meeting to
discuss the issue.

““We're in the government and the plat-
form of the Cabinet meeting is available to
our representatives to discuss the matter”.
Mr Prakash blamed “some parties which
instigated the matter by going overboard”,
He said: “The Samata Party didn't main-
tain the kind of restrain expected from a
ruling ally”.

One of the reasons for the trouble, he
said, was the absence of an elected govern-
ment in the state,

Meanwhile, a troubled BJP today said
the ceasefire’s extension beyond Nagaland
“won’t compromise with Manipur’s territo-
rial integrity.”

The party general secretary, Mr Sunil
Shastri, denied there was a “hidden agen-
da” behind the decision. “The BJP wonld
like to state that speculations in this re-
gard are totally unfounded and there is no
plan to divest any portion of Manipur or
any other state and include them in Naga-
land.”
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Mlixed response
to NDA return

MUB_E;A_QG/O\

June 2: Trinamul Congress chief
Mamata Baneriee’s bonhomie
with Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has evoked a mixed re-
sponse, with the Biju Janata Dal
wanting her to rejoin the NDA
and the Bengal BJP opposing her
reinduction into the coalition.

The Bengal BJP has come out
strongly against the reinduction
of Mamata Banerjee into the
NDA. Reacting to the one-on-one
meeting between Mamata and
Vajpayee vesterday, West Ben-
gal BJP vice-president Muzaffar
Khan Said: “On the same day she
has a one-to-one meeting with
the Prime Minister and a similar
one with the Congress President.
What does she want to prove —
that sheisindecisive or playinga
bigger game? She cannot take us
foraride.”

Mamata is seeking a reinduc-
tion into the NDA for the “limit.
ed” purpose of securing a Cabi-
net berth, he said.

“She is dying to get back into
power just te prove to her MPs
and MLAs that she still matters
somewhere. She ditched us be-
fore the elections and went along
with the Congress thinking she
will become the chief minister
with their support. Bat when
that gamenplan failed she wants
to come back to the NDA,” the
BJP leader said.

Khan stressed that the rank
arid file in Bengal was opposed to
Mamata’s return to the NDA for
two reasons: “First, we recently
fought against each other and tr-
aded abuses during the poll cam-
paign. Second, the elections pro-
ved that the Congress gained mu-
ch)more from the alliance with
Mamata while her party’s per-
formance was nothing to write

home ;i%. So what is

hype about Mamata bein. e
only real opposition to the Left?”

The BJP leader felt that if
Mainata came back to the NDA it
would hamper the party’s gro-
wth in Bengal. “We should build
a base on our own rather than
ride on Mamata’'s back all the
time, We should not demoraiise
our cadre again,” he said.

Khan said he had conveyed
the state unit’s “sentiments” to
BJP vice-president in charge of
Bengal Kailashpati Mishra,

However, Union minister for
steel B.K. Tripathi and BJD MP
from Puri, said in Midnapore
today that his party — a con-
stituent of the NDA — would sup-
port Mamata’s re-entry info the
coalition. :

“Mamata Banerjee will get
support from the BJD it she
wants to come haek to the NDA.
We have nothing to say against
her,” Tripathi said.

The BJD leader described Ma-
mata as a “good Parliamentari-
an and successful railway minis-
ter”. “We were a bit hurt when
Orissa was neglected in this ye-
ar's railway budget in terms of
new trains, However, some tra-
ins, introduced by her, are run-
ning through the state,” he said.

Expressing happiness over
Mamata’s meeting with Vajpay-
ee yesterday, the minister show-
ered praises on her for her hon-
esty and determination. “She is
an honest and courageous lady
who can call a spade a spade. She
will be an asset to the NDA if she
is taken back,” he said.

Referring to the industrial
climate in Bengal under the new
govermment led by Bud deb
Bhattacharjee, Tripathj
there would be some
changes”.
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S HE main objective of

the BJP after the

debacle in the

Agsembly elections in
the five states is to try and
make the National Demo-
cratic Alliance government
gecure against a possible bid
by the Congress for power at
the Centre.
The NDA managers plan a
ministry reshuffle in June to
parade new allies and will
try to prick the Opposition
balloon.
However, any sach attempt
is unlikely to give stability to
the ruling cealition unless it
is able to keep the Telugu
Desam (29 members in the
Lok Sabha) in good humour
and ensure that it does not
walk out despite attractive
propositions from the rival
camp.
To succeed, the .Opposition
has to work out a formula
whereby the TDP, the Sa-
majwadi Party, the Bahujan
Samaj- Party and the
ATADMEK join forces to toppie
the NDA.
An alliance of the Congress
and the Left will not help.
First, the Opposition will
have to offer an attractive
proposition to the TDP,
which has established itself
as a tough bargainer. Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee’s repeated attempt to

Flock munuden ent

-5

g\,wNDA' prime task

persuade the TD tgjoin the
government has fatiéd.

No one knows N (handra-
babu Naidu’s mind except
that he has been positioning
himself well by taking mea-
sured steps during crises,

He has been able to project
himself as an information
technology chief minister,
setting an example.

Mr Naidu will not settle for
anything less than the post
of Prime Minister and that,
too, when he is sure of sup-
port from all anti-NDA
forces.

The plank of secularism and
unity of the secular forces
will not work with him. He
has proved the secular cards
wrong by winning Assembly
elections in alliance with the
BJP. The TDP is comfortable
with the NDA.

Can the shrewd Harkishen

NDA TALLY IN LOK SABHA

As on 8 March 2001
Total strength of the Lok Sabha 545. Vacancias fwe Whl[:h included

| Tiruchieagalli Quoica.v
- “Marandi a’nd Shahjahanpu

BMK
Janata Dal (Samata}
Buu Janata Bal. -

Palitical pundits feel the ruling combine
at the Centre will fall if the Congress
makes a serious hid for power and the
Opposition unites in the name of
secularism. To thwart any such attempt,
NDA managers are likely to have a show
of strength when members of the new
allies are inducted in the government in
June, writes SUDESH K VERMA

Singh Surjeet persuade the
Congress to accept him as
Prime Minister for the sake
of political survival? This
leads to the other question
whether the Congress will be
prepared to

support a leader outside the
party as the Prime Minister,
The BJP has no answer to
this, should such an even-
tuality arise. Some BJP
ministers in the government
sincerely hope Mr Naidu will
not resort to adventurism at
the Centre and instead try to
concentrate on  Andhra
Pradesh.

But one cannoct be certain.
He may ask one of his
nominees to take over as
chief minister and agree to
go to the Centre. After all, a
third term for the TDP in the
state is almost ruled out.
One BJP minister meekly
said that in that case, the
BJP prefers to support him
as a prime ministerial can-
didate rather than allow the
Oppeosition to take over.

This proposition has few
takers as it repudiates the
BJP’s much-touted theory
that for the success of a
coalition, the single-largest
party must form the nucleus.
Political pundits speculate
that the NDA will fall if the
Congress makes a serious bid
for power and the Opposition
unites in the name of
secularism.

They argue that the Cong-
ress was not serious after the
Tehelka exposé as it wanied
to test the political waters in
the Assembly elections and
this postponed the NDA's
downfall.

The Assembly election
results are sure to boost the
Opposition and pitchfork its
confidence. Contrary to exit
poll results, the AJADMK
has secured a two-thirds
majority in Tamil Nadu, as

———TT

also the Left Front in West
Bengal. The Congress has
secured the same in Kerala.
The BJP had faintly hoped
that the results in Assam
and Tamil Nadu might turn
in its favour.

Hence the BJP’s attempt to
deny that the eleciions were
in anyway a commentary on
the performance
Central government.
At best, it could be inter-
preted as the anti-incum-
bency factor against the
respective ~state goverm-
ments, said Union Minister
M Venkaiah Naidu.

Even the defeat at Tiru-
chirapalli, held by the late
PR Kumaramangalam of the
BJP, is being explained away
as the general wave against
the DMK government. The
BJP is putting up a brave
face. Some soul searching is
called for.

Mr Vajpayee has challenged
the Opposition to bring down
the government if they have
the numbers, His statement,
however, has given credence

tical players in Delhi are
actively trying to destabilise
the NDA combine.

Mr Vajpayee's cenfidence
emanates from the contra-
dictions within the anti-NDA
forces. While the NDA is
counting on the antagonism
between the Congress and

hetween Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and ATADMK
supremo J Jayalalitha, it is
also trying to shore up the
NDA’s numbers through
defections in the Trinamul
Congress and the Rashtriva
Janata Dal.

The power of Mr Surjeet’s
persuasive skill will be put to
test when he attempts to
bring Mrs Gandhi and Sa-
majwadi Party chief Mula-

of the

despite mutual dxshke

For this, the Congress may
have to leave the political
space in Uttar Pradesh to Mr

"Yadav, whose main aim at

present is to re-establish his

political authority when the -

state goes to polls early next
year.

" This may help him win more

numbers in the Lok Sabha

,elections later and keep alive

his ambition of *becoming
Prime Minister.

The Samajwadi Party’s
victory in the Lok Sabha by-
election in Shahjahanpur,
which fell vacant after the

.death of senior Congress
‘leader Jitendra Prasada is
‘certain to further boost Mr
-Yadav's confidence and may

call for a Congress rethink.

' The only bottleneck would
-be Mr Yadav's opposition to

Mrs Gandhi because of her
foreign descent. The Left has
dropped this point in the
name of fighting communal-

sm.

" Can the Left then persuade
-Mr Yadav to do’ likewise?
. Nationalist Congress Party

" leader Sharad Pawar did,
~after all, forgot differences on

1

' the issue to form an NCP-
Congress government in
- Maharashtra.

{

- However,

an Opposition
grouping that includes the

¢ Samajwadi party may bring

the Bahujan Samaj Party (14
MPs) closer to the NDA as

. both are fighting each other

for the crucial minority votes

" in Uttar Pradesh.
* Even if the BSP does not

join, it would prefer to ab-

. stain during voting. The
' possibility of the SP and the
. BSP joining hands in Uttar
. Pradesh seems unlikely in

L € . the near future.
to the speculation that poli- -

BJP leaders calculate that it
will be difficult for the

" AIADMK and the Congress
- to join hands because of the
" antagonism between the two

i chiefa.
Miss  Jayalalitha  has
publicly  ridiculed Mrs

Gandhi’s foreign origin, one

' senior party leader argued.
the Samajwadi Party and i by

|
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To counter the Opposition’s
attempt to dislodge the NDA,
its managers are likely to
have a show of strength
when members of the new
allies are inducted in the
government in June.

The Rashtriya Lok Dal (two
members) of Ajit Singh is
slated to join the government
as the BJP needs Mr Singh
for the Uttar Pradesh

- . e YWITU W OIT DI e —
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Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayes has challenged the Opposition to
bring down the government if thgy have the numbers.

certainty about four of the
Trinamul Congress members
and three of the Rashtriya

Janata Dal members
-following the RLD.

The NDA is trying to
persuade the NCP (8

members) to join it. However,
no equation with the NCP is
possible at the cost of the
Shiv Sena which has 15
members in the Lok Sabha.
And the NCP, which shares
power with the Congress in
Maharashtra, will any day
find it easier to support the
Congress at the national
level as well. ‘

The NDA had the support of
307 (see tally) members in
the Lok Sabha before the
announcement of the As-
sembly elections.

This included outside sup-
port of the TDP (29), the
Indian National Lok Dal (5)
and three Independents.
After desertions by the
Trinamul Congress (9), the
PMK (5) and the MDMK {(4)
the numbers came down by
18. The NDA is not counting
out the PMK and the MDMK
yet because their leaders
enjoy personal rapport with
the Prime Minister. A splitin
the Trinamul

Congress will ensure that
A number is down
érely by five, if four of them

-join the coalition. Tughlag

editor Cho Ramaswamy, who

is close to the BJP leaders,
the PMK and the MDMK,
may persuade the ATADMK
(11 after the victory at
Tiruchirapalli) not to oppose
the NDA,

NDA managers are ap-
parently keen on ensuring
that the cases against her

are diluted if that is the price.

for stability. A BJP minister,
however, ruled out the

NDA seeking open support
of the ATADMK.

This may lead to a new
equation in Tamil Nadu.
DMK chief M Karunanidhi
may be angered by an
informal arrangement bet-
ween the BJP and the
ATADMK - but his exit from
the NDA will reduce the
number by two more as he
}l;g.s 12 MPs to the AIADMK's
So, the total loss to the NDA
on account of the Trinamul
Congress and the DMK will
be gix (five + one).

The actual loss will be just

'one as the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(2) and the RJD split group
(3) are expected to join the
coalition.

And there will always be the
BSP with 14, to reduce the
magic ﬁgure by abstammg
during voting,

e

(The author is Special
Representative, The States-
man, New Delhi.} :
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/ﬁJ P will block Mamata return to NDA

Gautam Chandhuri
HKolkata, May 18

&

THE STATE BJP is ready to comt
front the central leadership if
fresh atrempts are made te bring
back Mamata Banerjee to the
NDA.

The party State unit has taken
strong exception to the staternent
of NDA convener George Fer-
nandes that Mamata Banerijee is
welcome back to the NDA fold.
Union Minister and Mamata-
haiter Tapan Sikdar made it
clear that they were willing to re-
accommeoedate the Trinamool
Congress inte the NDA but
minus Mamata.

Sikdar now away in Delhi is in
constant touch with rebkel Tri-
namool MP Ajit Panja. The party
pins great faith on the develop-
ment and looks hopeful that

A

Panja would be able to coax a few
other Trinanmcol MPs to his side
causing a vertical splitin the Tri-
namool.

Sikdar maintained that it
would be politically naive to woo
Mamata back to the NDA after
the way she left the NDA on A
flimsy excuse and crossed over to
the rival Congress camp. The
Minister feels it was entirely
because of her that the anti-Left
forces had lost a great chance ro
unseat the Left Front Govern-
ment simply because Congress
in West Bengal had lost its politi-
cal credibility and acceptance to
the people.

State BJP leaders say the clec-
tion resulrs in West Bengul prove
it clearly that the Congress-Tri-
namonl tie-up was far less accept-
able to the elecrerare than the
Trinanceol-BJP combine

“We hit the nail on the head
and our predictions were right.
And Mamata was proved wrong.
She hoped she would emerge a
powertul force if the Congress
votes were with her She now pre-
sides over the ruins of the Tri-
namacl, whiie the moribund
Congress has been ziven a fresh
lease of life”  said  party
spokesman Muzaffar Khan.

Khan was confident that if the
Congress would have been on its
awn. it could not have secured
more than 10 seats in this Assem-
b1y poll. “It would have faced a
certain rout if it would not have
ridden piggvhack on Trinsmaool.
The Congress might have done
well oniy in its rraditional
stronghoids Murshidabad and
Malda and that, too, hecouse of
personal infliience base of Con-
gress MPs Adhir Chowdhury and

A——— g

A B A Ghanit Khan Chowdhury,”
Khan explained.

But by tving up with the Tri-
namool, the Congress notched up
24 seats, but it spelt doom for the
Trinamool. Khan felt if Mamata
continued her alliance with the
BJE majority of the Congress
votes would have certainly come
over to the alliunces and the Con-
gress would have been margin-
alised in this State,

“She would have te pay the
price for political chicanery It
would be no surprise if the Con-
gress starts dictating terms with
the Trinamool and tries to weak-
en the Trinamaool furthor by woo-
ing its MILAS into the party fold,”
said Khan. But the BJP is not
ready t¢ give too much impor-
tance to its pathetic show. Kha
said ir was inevitable when the
electorate hecomes polarised
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- UMITED NE OF iNDIA
. NEW DELHY, May 20. -~ Reb-

el Trinamul leader, Mr Ajit
Panja today lashed out at par-
ty chief, Miss Mamata Bane-
rjee, saying she was “erratic,
whimsical and slow in making
up her mind.” He also said
Trinmul was still very much
part of the NDA.

Mr Panja criticizsed Miss
Banerjee’s statements after
the party’s poor showing in
the West Bengal Assembly

last nail in the Trinamul's eof’
fin and unless withdrawn, it
will be very bad for the party.
There is a process (of register-
ing protest), there is the High
Court, the Election Commis-
. sion and the Supreme Court,”
he said.

Mr Panja, however, ruled
out any split in the party in
the wake of his differences
with Miss Banerjee, The Tri-
- namul continued to be part of

the NDA, he said. “We were
- very much part of the NDA
and continue to be. There is no
question of coming back.”

The Trinamul leader also

*Tad out his expulsion from

polls. “Her statement is the £

the party saying “why should
there be a split. I am one of
the founders of the party.
There is no question of my ex-
pulsion because nobody has

Mr Ajit Panja

the pewer to expel me.”

Asked if he would resign
from the party, he replied in
the negative.

Mr Panja said the NDA con-
venor, Mr George Fernandes
had also confirmed that there
was no formal letter from Ms
Banerjee about severing ties
with the NDA. Ms Banerjee
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(NDA, says Panja

had signed a letter on 15
March reposing full faith in
Prime Minister Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpavee's leadership.
After that there had beern no
letter from her.

Mr Panja said Mr Fernandes
had invited h:m to attend the
NDA meeting tomorrow but
he had expressed his inability
because he had to leave for
Kolkata to attend a Trinamul
party meeting

On the invitatien to the Tri-
namul meeting, Mr Panja
said, “I welcome it. It proves
democracy is returning to the
party.” He, however, said he
was still processing the invita-
tion.

Asked if he weuld attend the

"next NDA meeting, Mr Panja

#aid he would participate pro-
vided he was given at least 48
hours notice.

Mr Panja, who met Prime
Minister Mr Vajpayee here
yesterday, said he had dis-
cussed the issues of develop-
ment in West Bengal and the
food-for-oil programme with
Iraq, which he had taken up
with Iragi President, Mr Sad-
dam Hussain during his ten-
ure as minister.
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'\DA meet to review

“poll setback today

By Neena Vyas |

NEW DELHI, MAY 20, | eaders of the
Nemocratic  Alliance
(NDA) will meet at the Prime Min-
ister's residence tomorrow eve-
ning (o review the political

{ situation in the aftermath of the

i adverse electoral results in the re-

cent Assembly polis.

Though the leadership has
been mainlaining that the resulis
will have no bearing on the Cen-
tre’s stablity, the impression that
the NDA s on the decline has
gained ground, and this will have

¢ ils own repercussions.

The mecting has been called
wking advantage of the expected
presence of Chief Ministers here
tomorrow for the conference on
agricultural issues related w the
impact of the WTO.

fhough the expansion of ithe
NDA by taking on board some
maore parmers has been talked
about, il has not been discussed
formally. The meeting will cnable
the Prime Minister to scund his
coalition partners out on the pro-
spects of a larger NDA.

When the BJP entered into an
alliance wilh the Asom Gana Par-
ishad in Assamn, it was announced
that ihe AGP would also join the
NDA at the Centre, The BJP has
also been trying to strike a deal
with the Rashtriya Lok Dal of Mr.
Ajit Singh in Uttar Pradesh, a

move being strongly opposed by

Mr. Om Prakash Chautala of the
[ndian National Lok Dal which is
already in the NDA. itis also hop-
ing for splits in the Trinamool
Congress and the Rashtriya Jana-

A

ta Dal. Naturally,“all these woudld-
be entrants would expect their
share of seals in the Cabinet. The |
timing of the much-talked-about .
Cabinet expansion is being linleeﬁ/J
to the concretisation of develop-
ments in the Trinamool, the RJD
and the RLD. E

Yet another subject of concern '
is the irritation that has crept into
the relations between the BJP and |
the Samata Party in connection !
with developments in Manipur.
Significantly, this matter could ;
come to a head tomorrow when
the Manipur Chief Minister is
scheduled to seek a vote of confi-
dence.

With Mr. George Fernandes, |
Samata Party leader, continuing |
to be the NDA convener, the Ma-
nipur developments if not han- |
dled with care could spell more
trouble for the BJP, ‘

The growing concern of region-
al parties and State leaders over
the impacl of the WTO, especially
on agriculture. which has in turn
led to dissatisfaction among
farmers could also figure at the
meeting. This factor is being cited
as the reason far the poor clecto-
ral performance ol some of the
ruling parties in the States.

The bottomline is that after the
disastrous poll tesults for the
NDA, the Prime Minister can no
longer afford to take his partmers
lor granted, and this would call
for more frequent consultations.
The meeting will also be an op-
portunity for the Prime Minister
to interact with his coalition part-
ners before he goes in for surgery
on his right knee in early June.




/Séfm,ata, Chautala
threaten to snap

links

. /\f
Our Political Bureau C7 {
NEW DELHI 20 MAY
TROUBLE SEEMS to be brewing
for the BJP from several froms
with the Samaia Party making it
clear that it will not be satisfied
with anything less than an uncon-
ditional support for Manipur chief
minister Radha Binod Koijam in
Monday’s confidence vote and the
Haryana chief minister Om
Prakash Chautala threatening to
end his tes with the peEs ?
BJF if Mr Ajit Singh
was accommeodated
in the NDA.

Prime Minister
Atal Rehari
Vajpayee, who has
stepped in to defuse
tensions in the
NDA, met George
Ferandes and
promised necessary

political  interven-
tion to save the Chautala
Kojjam goverrn-

ment. The BJP, which was refusing
to back Koijam in the face of a
threat of desertions from the party,
a0 admitted lack of options before
. “We have had discussion with
Samata leader George Fernandes.
We will not form the government.
We will support them in the confi-
dence motion,” an agency report
quoting BIJP president Jana
Krishnamurty said.

The Manipur government had
plunged inte a crisis after some
dissiderni BJP. NCP and Federal
Party of Manipur MLAs wanted a
change of leadership. The BJIP is
the biggest formation in the 60-
member Assembly with 25 MLAs.
The Samata Party has 12 MLAs,
MSCP 12, Manipur People's Party
ane, Janata Dal (secular} one and
one independent,

Although the BJP leadership,
sensing the mood in ies legislature
group, had refused to issue a whip
10 support Mr Kojjam, therc is a
-ealisation that such a dedision can
dversely affect the relationship

vith the Samata Party. Mr

WIerD

other

Iy
Ferandes, who ;l]{et
and home minister LK, Advani, is
believed to have told the leaders
that his party will not decept any-
thing short of an unconditional
backing to the Kojjam govern-
ment.

But agreeing to the Samata

r 3ajpayee

N

Party’s demand could have its !

ramifications on the unity of the
BJP group in Manipur. Like all
political outfits in small leg-
islatures, the BJPs group is
also not seen as a cohesive
group and their impulses are
dictated by sharing of loaves
nd fishes of office.

The belligerence on the
part of the Samata Party is
seen as an expression of its
unhappiness  with  the
Vajpayee government.
Although the Prime Minister
and the home minister share
a good rapport with Mr
Fernandes, the party sus-
pects that the government is
in no hurry to speed up the
Teheika probe and re-induct Mr
Fernandes info the Cabinet. Party
leaders dted speculations in the
media that Mr Fernandes could be
accommeodated elsewhere and said
that it would be unacceptable to
the Samata Party.

There was trouble for the
BIP from another front on
Sunday: from the Indian National
Lok Dal.

The party’s chief and Haryana
chief minister Om Prakash
Chautala on Sunday told a rally in
Uttar Pradesh Kosi Kala that he

would have to reconsider support |
w the Vajpayee government if his |

bete noire in Jat politics and
Rashtriya Lok Dal leader Ajit:
Singh was inducted in the Union
Cabinet. “It is for Mr Vajpaye- to
decide who should join the pov-
emment. But if Mr Ajit Singh is,
inducted in the Cabinet, we v ill bi~
forced to rethink about o ‘Su}é: .
port 1o the governm -

The Economic Time
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Samata may do a

thr(mlfs

NDA into CI'ISIS

BJP volte face ousts Koijamn goul.

The Times of india News Service
and Agencies
NEW DELHI: The National
Democratic Alliance {(NDA) is in
crisis vet again with the Samata
Party, which has 12 members in
parliament, threatening to pull out
of the alliance and terming the
BJP’s rcle in Manipur develop-
ments as the “final act of deceit™.
The Samata Party-led Manipur
government was defeated in a con-
fidence vote on Monday with 24 of
the 26 BJP MLAs voting against it,
despite a whip reportedly issucd by
the BJP to its members to support
the Radha Binod Koijam ministry.
While only onc BJP member voted
for the government, another
abstained. The BJP has now staked
its claim to form the government.
On Monday evening, the Samata

NDA. But it was cvident that the
Samata Party crisis as well as the
need immediately to sort out the
threat by Harvana chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala to pull out of
the NDA in case the Rashtriva Lok
Dal chief was made agriculture
minister would top the agenda.
Following this, the Prime
Minister sent party MP Vijay Goel
and his aide Sudheendra Kulkarni
to the venue of the Samata Party
national executive meeting, which
is discussing the issue of continuing
support to the Vajpayee ministry, 1o
meet Samata leaders, especially Mr
Fernandes. They are expected to
make attempts to persuade Mr
Fernandes to ensure that the party
does not take any drastic action.
The Prime Minister’s concern
was understandable as earlier in
the day, Samata

Party’s national
executive  went
into a huddle to
decide its future
course of action.
At the time of
writing, Samata

sources indicated |

MANIPUR MAELSTRO

D Sammtamﬂdele‘ﬁna! .
aetofdweit y

. an!upwasnssuedammmh

- BJP tlaimed 0, says Samata

spokesperson S,
Srivastava had
termed the BJP's
role an “act of
betrayal”  and
said the fact that
the topmost BIP

that while its |® Femgndgsshysawagfmm | leadership ke}?t
ministers in the | mm : 1 assuring the
central govern- Samata Party in
ment—l%itish .mmmmmm private and in
Kumar, Digvijay | . party may not withdraw public that it
Singh and | = support immediately would votz in
Srinivasa .B.H“stakeslisdakntnfnm favour of the
Prasad—would trust motion

resign, the party

“only adds to the

itself was in two rmnds dbout with-
drawing support to the govern-
ment immediately.

A serior party leader said, "We
don't want to sound unreasonable,
so we may just do it onc step at a
time.although the way things are
going, we may eventually be forced
to withdraw supporl to the govern-
ment as well.although that may
not be teday” Simultanecusly,
Samata Party leader George
Fernandes made it clear that he
would not attend the NDA meet-
ing that was scheduled for late
Monday evening, even though he
was its convenor.

The meeting, called by the Prime
Minister in his capacity as its chair-
person, was ostensibly to discuss
the outcome of the recent assembly
polls ag well as to consider the pos-
sibility of new entries into the

gramy of the betray al”.

“This was the last thing the
Samata Party expected of the BJP
leadership,” he said, adding that
the development was “bound to
shake the confidence of the allics™.
He described the BIP’s reported
issuance of a whip o its members
as the “final act of deceit” and said
it was “truly amazing” that it was
issued through the media.

He said the MLAs who should
have received the three-line whip
had not received it. “We checked
from the lobby of the assembly
building. We have been told that no
whip was issued,” he said.

Atfter the Pattali Makkal Katchi
and the Trinamul Congress quit the
NDA, the government was left
with a majority of 20. If the Samata
Party follows suit, it will be left with
a majority of just cight.

THE TIMES OF INDIA



No ticket for Mamata

passage to NDA yet i

Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, May 22

IT'S AGAIN a classic case of who
blinks first. Mamata Banerijee is
waliting for the Prime Minister to
call her back into the NDA fold.
bur the NDA leaders are just as
adamant that it's Banerjee really
who must make the first move. A
deadlock? That's only the surface
reality.  There is movement
underneath.

Most Trinamool MPs ave prod-
ding their leader to return to the
NDA and are pressing her to talk
to BJP and NDA leaders about a
possible return.

Aware that Mamata might not
make the first move, some senior
MPs have already started send-
ing quiet feelers to Central lead-
ers ahout rejoining the NDA.

“Let one thing be clear. She
won't approach anybody person-
ally,” Mamata confidant and all-
India Trinamool general secre-
tary Dinesh Trivedi said.

So, her MPs have got active. 1,
along with Krishna Bose, have
made it clear that the alliance
with the Congress has not
worked out for us. The Congress
won't leave the CPHMD) and only
made fools of us during the
Agsembly polls. Tt would be polit-
ical suicide, therefore, unless we
reposition curselves and rejoin
the DNDA,” Trinamool MP
Bikram Sarkar said.

“We should return to the NDA
for the sake of Bengal. [ have told
Mamata that her decision o
leave the NDA was hasty. The
alliance with the Congress has
proved detrimental to our inter-
ests. So, if it must come to align-
ing with a national party. we
shouid go with the NDA.” Tri-
namoel  woarking committee
member and former MP Sardar

i
v

MAMATA BANERJEE

Amjad ALl said,

But Ajit Punja feels Mumata's
refurn to the NI woulthn't be so
easy. The NDA teadors, ho thinks,
won't forgive her whimsicsl
twists and turns.

“Pranab Mukheriee and Jaipal
Reddy's statements show that the
Congress  wis hand iy
with ithe Left Front and Mama
ta's whimsical decisien to leave
the NDA did Bengal a preat
disservice a: the hustings..
Now she wants 10 return,
because she huas realised that
withoul 4 ministry she won't he
able to serve the people of Bon
gal,” he said.

But is the BJE prepaved o take
Banerjee baek? Il dossn't look
like that. Not at east from the
statements by senior State ancd
national BJP Jeaders.

According  to Trinamool
sources, the Prime Minister had

o

wied 1o call up Banerjee from
Malaysia the day after the voll
results were out in Bengal. But
they didn't get to talk. because
AMamata Banerjee was unavail-
dable

 an indication of the leader-
ship's siand, B3JF national presi-
dent Jana Krishnamurthy made
it clear Banerjee should be forth-
right and not play hide and seck
with the NDA. “So tar we have no
positive indication that Mamata
s changed her mind about the
NIIA,

She  must  approach  the
Alliance leaders dirvectly it she
wants to rejoin. Sending feelers
won't . As for Jaswant Singh's
statement vesterday. let me tell
vou that it was based on the pre-
valling Trinamool-NDA equa-
ion. The Trinamoni 18 saying it
is nat part of the NDA. Even we
are saving that Let Mamata
approach us. we will consider
thien.” Krishnamurthy 1old the

Hindnstan Times over phone
frenn Thelhi.
“We will review the latest

development at our Slate secre-
variar meering. Mamata shoulrd
behive in a manner. which pro-
motes the inierest of her party as
as that of her partner. The
haste in which she withdrew
fromy 1he NDA has hurt many
HB077 and NDA leaders. Now, the
decision of  whether she can
refiern ies with them. But [ do
helieve thal time is 2 orear, great
healer”” State BJP president
Asim Ghosh sald.

The Trinamool chiet, however,
is plaving it ¢oal. Time, she

holleves, {s on her side. "ot me
see Bow things move, let me also
assess the national political see-
nario before we take any deci-
sion.” Banerjee told the Hindys-
tean Timnes,

THE HINDUSTAN Tt
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Panja lashes out
at Trinamool

< leadership

HT Correspondent
Rolkata, May 22

TRINAMQOL MP Ajit Panja,
who was removed from the party
chairman’s post yesterday by
Mamata Banerjee, today hit out
against the Trinamool Congress
leadership and said the decision
was arbitrary, unethical, uncon-
stitutional and autocratic.

“[am cne of the founder mem-
bers of the party and I know who
is and who isn't a member. This
entire exercise of removing nie
from the party post is an act of
vendetta. in fact, neither Mama-
ta Banerjee nor Surip Bandopad-
hyay is a party member, so how
can they take any action against
me?” Panja sald.

Hitting out at Mamata, he said:
“Taday she is criticising George
Fernandes, the very man who
helped her in all possible manner
during her honevmoon with the
NDA. This shows her whimsical
attitude just as her decision to
part with the NDA and go with
the Congress to corner the Mus-
him votes proved suicidal for the
Trinamool in the Assembly elec-
tions. Pranab Mukherjee and
Jaipal Reddy’s statements should
bz an eye-opener for hel”

tranja said Mamata was humil-
iaring him but had forgotten that
it was “he who had gone to AB
Vajpayee to secure the Railway
Ministry for her after the 1999
Lok Sabha polls™. “Today she is
agdin eager to go back so that she
can become a Minister. Sudip
Bandopadhyay has ordered a
Nehru jacket hoping that a min-
isterial berth would come his
way Partv workers have not
accepted Mamata’s decision,”
Panja said. "1 am with the NDA
and will remnain in the NDA. T
Prime Miniger is my leader
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state, The alliance, however, has support to the NDA govern- .
not been made formal and is yet ment at the Centre? Mr Fer-
to stake its claim following strict nandes said, “the meeting was
Central instructions.) convened earlier in view of cer-
Senior leaders of both the Sa- tain developments that had
" mata Party and the BJP from been taking place in Manipur.
Manipur have been asked to The Radhabinod Koijam pov-
come to Delhi on 28 May where ernment fell at 1 p.m. and by 5
they would sit face to face with p.m. when we met, we had as-
_ sentor central leaders of the re- sumed that the BJP would
_ spective parties in a bid to find stake claim to form govern-
a solution to the present prob- ment. We came to know later
lern. The delay in their visit to that the leadership had deci-
Delht is because of the fact that ded that the BJP would not al-
. local bodies’ elections in the low the local unit to form an al-
state are scheduled for 26 May ternate government.”
and the leaders are preoccu-  Mr Fernandes ruled out the
pied there. resignation of three Samata
. The main item on the agenda Party ministers in the Union
| would be to find a consensus on  cabinet. He quoted the external
the name of the future chief affairs and defence minister,
minister as the BJP has made Mr Jaswant Singh, as saying
it clear that it would not form a that the BJP had issued a whip
- government there despite hav- but it could not be honoured be-
_ing a majority. The Koijam gov- cause of local factional prob-
. ernment in Manipur fell yes- lems. When reminded that
terday after it failed to tmuster some leaders in his party were
* majority support in the trust openly advocating severing ties
vote in the Assembly. with the NDA, he said “we
The BJP MP, Mr Vijay Goel, have to take into consideration
who acted as Mr Vajpayee's the broader perspective of na-
emissary to Mr Fernandes yes- tional issues rather than going
terday, said: “All options are by whatl people say we ought
open, including the possibility to do.”
of reinstallaticn of a Samata wren am e
Party-led government. Things W See CRISIS: page 6 T
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HT Correspondent ?\ \/
Kolkata, May 23 S Wy

MAMATA BANERJEE may want
to go back to the NDA, but the
smualler partners in the NDA are
firmly opposed to it.

BJP sources in Kelkata said
that while the party’s central
leadership remains somewhat
divided over the issue, the main
opposition comes from con-
stituent partners like Lok
Janashakti, Samara Party and
Janata Dal (5).

These parties have reportedly
made it clear to the BJP
leadership that if Mamata s
reinducted into the NDA afier
the wav she walked out of the
alliance in a hutt, it wonld send a
wrong message to other NDA
partners and put the NDA in a
bad light.

For them, the worry lies on
ather counts. Once Trinamoal
Congress rejoing the NDA,
Mamata is certain to lay fresh
claims to the Railway Ministry.

MAMATA BANERJEE

which is not accepiable particu-
larly to the Samata Party, which
had never taken kindly to the
Ministry going to Mamata in the
first place.

Railway Minister Nitish
Kumar is also known to be
Mamata's bete noire and the
Samata leaders are still extreme-
1y cut up over the way Mamata
quit over an issue that led to the

resignation of Jaya Jaitlax

The BJP leadership is vet to

malke up its mind.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
ajpavee for once 1s not too keen
till now to take back the Tri-
namaool and LK Advani prefers to
maintain a studied silence on the
issue, but some party leaders are
naot averse to the idea.

It is mainly on grounds of
national political compulsions
that some party leaders, inciud-
ing BJP prestdent Jana Krishna-
murthi, do not wish to take o
rigid stand on NManuta's return
torthe NDAL

They seck to judge the issue
afresh especially after the inspir-
ing clectoral performance by the
Congress and the poor show by
the BJP in the just-concluded
Assembly polls,

In their Ingic, it is all the more
necessary 1o arragnge tor Mama-
ta's “homecoming” as 1t would
come as a4 blow to the Congress
after she was received back into
the Congress at the persoaal ini-

[ e e

tiative of Sonia Gandhi.

Mamata's return to the NDA
would thus weaken the Congress
and would keep hopes alive
for a new round of atliance with
the BJP in jeft-ruled West Ben-
zal.

They are not willing to take
seriously the stiff opposition to
the move by the Bengal BJP unit,
especiallv after the shoddy per-
formance of the BJP in the West
Bengal  Assembly  election.
in which the parmy failed o
win a single seat and witnessed
a sharp decline in vote percent-
age.

The results are identified as
sure pointers to the fact that the
BJP would have nn political
furure in the polarized political
arena in Bengal. nnless it has
with i1 a strong allv like the Tri-
namool Congress.

Admits a senior State B.JP
teader: ~ If the Cenrtral leader-
ship wishes (o have Mamata

hack, we will never lke it but we

can do nothing abnu;t'y' .
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Manlpur crisis won't
affect NDA Prasad

By Our Staff LnrrespondentHQ ency memmg t

BHAPUR, MAY 27. The Union Minis-
ter of State for Consumer Affairs
anc Civil Supplies, Mr. V.Srinivas
Prasad, said here on Sunday that
political developments in Mani

pur would not have any etfect on
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA} Government at the Centre.

Mr. Prasad, who belongs to the
Samuta Party, told presspersons
thut Manipur was a smalt Sate
and the political situation there
would not alter equations in New
ficthi. A peculiar situation pre-
vailed in Manipur and it was diffi-
cult 1o fathom what a particuiar
MLA or a group of MLAs would
do. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpavee, had clarified
that the BJF had no conuol over
its MLAs in Manipur.

Asked if the Samata Pavty
would accept a BIP candidate Lo
the post of Chief Minister, Mr.
Prasad said top leaders of the two
parties were meeting in Delhi w
discuss the issuc. The impeosition
ot President’s rule could not be
ruled out if the political groups
failed to break the impassc,

To a question about his depart-
ment, he said the storage facility
was inadequate for procurement
of foodgrains and efforts were on
D TONSINUCE more godowns.

MSCP (Chaoba) to

stake claim
P11 reports from Imphal:
The political impasse in Ma-

nipur arising out of the fall of

the Samata Patty-led Govern-
ment todav took a new turn
with the Manipur State Con-
gress TParty (MSCP) (Chaoba)
deciding to stake claim to form
the next Ministry.

The central executive com-
mittee of the party in an emer-

5 afternoon
> (C) legisla-
Jaim to form
Ogressive
(rovern-

directed the MSC
ture party to stake
an MSCP (C)-led
Democratic Allje
ment.

ce

Motion of Conﬂdenc
against Sri Lanka
CJ shelved

cotomeg, MAy 27, Judges in Sri
Lanka today shelved a morion of
confidence in Chief Justice Mr.
Sarath Silva, delivering a blow to
his hid e avoid impeachnent in
Parliament, officials said.

District judges and magistrales
discarded the confidence resolu-
tion at a mecting in Colomba, a
judge whao attended the meeting
said. “'One magistrate wanted us
to pass a resolulion supporting
the Chief Justice, but since ade-
quate time of the motion was not

given, it was decided to pur it off

— AFP

Ranil coming

By Nirupama Subramanian

for at least two weeks.”

COLOMBO, MAY 27. The leader of S1i
Lanka's main opposition United
National Party, Mr, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, is ta leave for New Del-
hi on Jure [ where he will meet
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. Mr. Wickremne-
singhe’s visit (o India will take
place amid hectic moves by the
UNP 1o table a no-confidetice
motion against the Kumaratunga
Government.

Party sources said Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe would return via Chen-
nai, where he will seck & meeting
with the new Chief Minisier, Ms
Jayalalitha, as weil as the DM!
leader, Mr. M. Karunanidhi.




‘Mamata 1nches closer to NDA

Arindam Sarkar \(\ ’\/\

Kolkata, May 27

MAMATA BANERJEE may weil
be on her way to rejeining the
NDA. Hectic hehind-the-scenes
parlevs are on and ihe reader her-
self seems finally convinced that
her rightful place is in the coali-
tion she dumped a few weeks ago.

The vibes from the Prime Min-
ister's Qffice. the BJI* and the
NIDA are positive. Key Prime
Ministerial aide and BJI? MFP
Vijay Goel said as much: “Mama-
ta has always been a good friend.
It’s just a matter ot time before
things fall in place.”

The Trinamoo! leader herself
isn't saving much, though.
“You’'ve to wait eight to 10 days.
I'm going to Delhi to meet the
President. As of now, I'll only

congratulate Prim ’Vlmlster Vaj-
pavee for his initialive to resume
hilateral talks withiPakistan.”

Mamata emissaries and pro-
NDA leaders such as Ajit Panja,
Bikram Sarkar, Nitish Sengupta.
Krishna Bese and senior party
functionary Sardar Amjad Ali
are in touch with BJP leaders.
Sarkar has held talks with influ-
ential BJP MP Rajiv Ranjan, who
it is believed. is ¢lose to Vajpayee.
Panja has ralked to the Prime
Minister, [ K Advani ang George
Fernandes. Nitish Kumar and
Yashwant Sinha too have been
sounded our. All these discus-
sions have been positive.

“Surely things will work out,
NDA leaders Teel that Mamata's
return would lend greater stabil-
itv to the alliance,” said an aide
of the Trinamoolsupremo.

“All this talk of a mid-term
pell isrubbish. The TDP I'm told,
will soon held a conference. A
key issue on the agenda will be
joining the NDA ministry If the
TDPF decides to do so, the NDA
will emerge strang as never
hetore. The TI}P has 29 MPs.”
Sarkar said.

These developments have come
das music to Mamata’s ear, for she
now doubts the Congress. “She
has realised what role the Con-
gress plaved in these polls. I'm
sure she will return to the NDA
and be a minister,” Panja said,

There are MPs within the 171
namoo!l who oppose rejoining the
NDA. Among them are Sudip
Bandepadhyay, Javanta Bhat-
tacharva and Akbar Ali Khon-
dekar. The TDF rthey claim,
might pull the plug on Vajpayvee.

~
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And the Congress might cobble
together a Government, They sav
the U'P Assembly polls would
prove cruciai and the NDA Gov-
ernment might fail after that.
Mamara isn't taking these
fears seriously She knows that
panchayat pells are due in
Andhra and since the Congress
is an archrival, Naidu would
never ge with the party As for
the UI* polls, she believes that the
elections would either return a
hung Assembly or give a wafer-
thin majority to the Samajwadi
Party Mayawati will come sec-
ond, the BJP third and the Con-
gress fourth, “Under these cir-
cumstances, BJP might support
Mayawati and help her form Gow

way the Vajpavee
will be destabili



~"Cong backs code

of eth%vcs for MPs
STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC ) % g ] ’LF{;\ £

NEW DELHI, May 27. ~ The effort of the Lok Sabha to evolvea code
of ethics for its members has received support from the Leadef of the
Opposition, Mrs Sonia Gandhi. The Congress president Has ex-
pressed her party’s agreement to the Ethics Committee’s recommen-
dation to make it mandatory for members to disclose their income,
assets and liabilities.

A copy of her letter to the former Prime Minister, Mr Chandra
Shekhar, who heads the Ethics Committee, was released today. Mr
Chandra Shekhar had sought her opinion on the first report of the
comumittee that suggested disclosure of income by the MPs,

However, Mrs Sonia Gandhi has neither asked nor suggested that
such declaration be made public for greater transparency and not
confined to records at the Speaker’s office. This could mean that par-
liamentarians are not ready to face public scrutiny as it is not clear
whether such records with the Speaker would be open o people.

The Congress president has supported the concept that the Ethics
Committee should examine all matters of unethical conduct referred
to it. It can take up such issues suo motto, She has also agreed that
the code of conduct be prepared by parliamentarians for themselves.
Rules should be framed laying down acts of omission and commis
sion that would constitute unethical conduct, she said.

The other suggestions which the Congress has accepted are keep
ing a register of the area of interest of each member in the parlia

ht secretariat and that the procedure for examination shail
the same as that laid down for breach of privilege,

-
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amata still not, o

‘clear on NDA; Panja-

By Our Special Corresponderrr}ﬁ ‘/l Gpeakmg to pres~.pe1>om here,

. NEW DELHI, APRIL. 28. The dissident
Trinamool Congress leader, Mr.
Ajit Panja, today sharpened his at-
tack against the party leadership,
©accusing it of “fooling’” the peo-

pie by not taking steps to com-
¢ plete ihe process of pulling out
¢ from the National Democratic Al-
©liance (NDADL

Mr. Panja, who disagreed with
the Trinamool decision to come
aut of the NDA, roday held sep-
avate meetings with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Home Minister,
Mr. LK. Advani, here. While re-
lising to divulge the details of his
discussions with Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani, the former Union
Minister said the general political
scene in the country and in West
Bengal were discussed, He dis-
counted reparts that he was float-
ing another ouifit or joining the
BIP.

It is understood Mr. Panja had
agreed to campaign with BjP
lea . and also share a platform

h the Prime Minister at a rally
in the State on April 7

Xﬁ
IZh

r. Panja said even though Trina-
mool had pulled oui from the
NDA, its chief, Ms. Mamata Ba-
netice, had so (ar not wriven to
the Lok Sabha Speaker or the
President on snapping its links
with the NDA. The withdrawal
from the NDA was undertaken
with an eve on the minority voles
in the West Bengal elections, and
by not communicating ro the Lok
Sabha Speaker, she had kept her
options on the NDA open.

Mr. Panja was sceptical that the
Congress-Trinamoot alliance
wonid make it to Writers Buitding,
saying that after allving with the
Congress, Trinamool had lost a
“golden opportunity” of coming |
to power in the State; it had hand-
ed over the State on a platter to
the Left Front.

Even though he disputed the
adoption of a resolution by the
Trinamoo! Parliamentary Party
on March 15 to withdraw from the
NDA, Mr, Panja said all that Ms.
Banetjee had done was to send a !
letter to the Prime Minister com-

municaling her decisiuy




“Panja writes
to Speaker

for NDA

HT Correspondent
Kolkara, April 26

AJIT PANJA today wrote to Lok
Sabha Speaker G M C Balayogl
seeking a seat for himself “with-
in the NDA™ and deepening con-
fusion in the Trinamool camp
over interpretations of the resc-
lution adopted by the Trinamool
Parliamentary Committee before
Mamata Banerjee and Panja quit
the NDA Cabinet.

The party's Chief Whip in Par-
liament Sudip Bandyopadhyay
maintains that the resolution
doesn’t speak of suppoarting the
NDA Government from outside.
But he is sending the Speaker no
fresh communication to this
effect.

But Panja can't wait. The dis-
affected Trinamool leader lashed
uitt at Bandyopadhyay for buying
time. "Why does he dither to con-
vey the party's stand to the
Speaker? He should come clean
immediately. How can the elec-
torate rely on leaders who
change stance everyday?

All Trinamool MPs, including
Panja, had adopted the resolu-
tion in question at MP Akbar Ali
Khondkar's residence in New
Delhi en March 15, davs after the
Tehelka expose. The resolution
states: "We have tull faith in the
honourable Prime Minister. We
should not allow the image of the
Prime Minister to get tar-
nished... With these objectives
and also to strengthen the hands
of the Prime Minister we leave
the NDA and reiterate our
party’s stand regarding our
action as stated in the leader's
letter to the Prime Minister on
April 13and 14.”

Badyopadhyava today handed
out copies of the resolution
to put an end to rumblings with-

in the Congress over the
Trinamool's rvelations with
the NDA.

But Panja argues that the doc-
umernt subports his contention.
“How can vou strengthen the
Prime Minister's hands of with-
out supporting his Government

W
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PANJA FOR BJSP RALLY?

THE BJP has decided to invite Ajit
Panja to the Prime Minister's May
5 meeting in Kolkata in deference
to the dissident Trinamool MP’s
wish. A formal invitation would be
sent soon to Pania, BJP State
President Asim Ghosh said an
Thursday. "He expressed his wish
publicly during talks with the elec-
tronic media and we have decided
to hanour his sentiments,” Ghash
said. Asked if they would invite
other Trinamool leaders as well, he
said it would be dane if they, 100,
wanted to be with the PM.

Detailed report on Page 4

from outside? The Prime Minis-
ter is also the leader of the NDA.
So, if vou repose faith in the
Prime Minister, you can't take
yvour seat in the Oppasition.
True, we left the NDA. but we
also decided to support the NDA
from outside.”

He also challenged the Tri-
namool Chief Whip's claims that
the Trinamool Policy Making
Bordy adopted a resolution in
Kolkata on March 17 where many
MPs had put their signature.
“it is a blatant lie. We met at
Sudip Bandyopadhyaya's resi-
dence. There was no agenda for
the meeting. Our attendance was
recorded in an exercise book.
Mamata arrived a little late. Sub-
rata was present there.

“"He was unhappyv about the
Trinamool leaving the NDA Gov-
ernment. He also had an alterca-
tion with Mamata. She was
angry But she chose to insult me
instead. T left the gathering.
Later, T verified with my col-
leagues. There had heen no reso-
lution in the meeting.”

Panja fears the Trinamaool
Chief Whip might “fudge docu-
ments” to score points. “He can’t
produce the document because
there isn't any. If Sudip Bandy-
opadhvava has it, let him pro-
duce the papers by tomorrow,”
he said.



SUDESHK VERMA &7V
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. NEW DELHI, April 21, — Why has the
--NDA, which agreed to a JPC immediate-
ly after the Tehelka revelations, refused
it when the Congress demanded it and
made it a condition for normal function-
ing of Parliament?

- Is it because some people in the NDA

indesperately want the former defence

minister and NDA convener, Mr George
Fernandes, in the Cabinet because a
‘sulking Fernandes would be dangerous
for the coalition’s stability. This seems to
the opinion of many BJP leaders.
. The official explanation centres around
5. the argument that two parallel inquiries
cannot pe ordered simultaneously and
thai it would send a wrong signal to the
Judiciary if the commission appointed to
- look into the Tehelka allegations is pre-
maturely withdrawn. A BJP spokesper-
son claimed the judiciary would net like

hm)_/_wN;f)f}\Cisrefﬁsing a

it and might take it as an affront.

In private, BJP leaders describe this as
hogwash intended to confuse the Oppo
sition. The real reason, some BJP lead-
ers say, is the NDA’s predicament on ac-
count of Mr Fernandes, who has the po-
tential to become a threat to the NDA,

The time-bound inquirv might come
out with a decisior in a short time
whereas a JPC might linger on for vears
keeping the NDA convener out of the
government. It appears from the urgen-
cy with which the commission has star-
ted functioning that the inquiry might
come out with its findings in time.

Most BJP leaders believe that Mr Fer-
nandes iz not guliby though they have
some doubts about the innscence of their
former party president, My Banpgaru
Laxman. Thev say thal ine commission
mirht not find enough reasons to indict
Mr Fernandes which could lead to his in-
duction in the government.

1t may be recalled that the NDA had of-

JPC prob

f&d a JPC inquiry when Mr Fe
ad not resigmed.

The understanding was based on the
dssumption that he would continue to be
in the government. His resignation came
only after the judicial commission was
ordered.

Mr Fernandes resigned after he was
fareed 1o in the hope that it would end
the stalemato over Teheika. The govern-
ment had reportedly promised him that
he would return as defence minister af-
ter four months.

The NDA managers were su worried on
account of Mr Fernandes that they got
an assurance frem the Prime Minister
that ha would not suceurnn 1o the Onpo-
sition’s pressure for the JPC Their
nawkish stand of na JPC came oniv after
this assurance.

Some of them had caleulaled t
AB Vajpayee, who haz often riser
party interests, might accept i}
demand as well.

1andes
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. The Bharativa Janata Party
and the Asom Gana Parishad today formally
announced their alliance for the coming As-
sembly elections in Assam for which they will
campaign jointly.

At the same time, the AGP’s entry into the
National Democratic Alliance at the Centre
was also announced with a question mark on
whether it would alsp participate in the Vaj-
payee Government.

The importance of the occasion for the two
parties was made obvious by the presence of
the Union Home Minister, Mr. L, K. Advani,
the BJP president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi,
and the Assarn Chiefl Minister and AGP [eader,
Myr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, at the press con-
ference at the BJP headquarters here.

Against the total Assembly strength of 126,
the BIP will contest 44 seats and the AGP and
some of its other allies the rest. However, the
BIP and AGP leaders lajér informally admitted
that the seat-shapirfg may not be perfect.
id “‘there could be

iendly contests between the two parties in

bout 10 seats,” Mr. Sunil Shastri, BJP general
fecretary in-charge of Assam who was leading
the negotiations with the AGP, said, “'we may
go in for some tactical understanding in some
seats.” It seems that out of its share of B2 seats,
it will be also giving away about 18 seats to its
minor allies.

Mr, Advani, who welcomed the AGP into the
NDA, just smiled to a question whether the
party would participate in the Vajpayee gov-
ernment — the party has fwo MPs in the Rajya
Sabha,

He also complimented Mr. Mahanta’s gov-
ernment for “‘cooperating” with the Centre in
the matter of insurgency. “Althouglt these last
three years the AGP was not a member of the
NDA, vet there has been perfect cooperation
between the State governmernt and rhe Centre
which helped us to deal with militancy effec-
tively.”

Yet, only lat

st month the BJP had de-
nounced GP and the Congress in one
breath, ga¥ing that while one was helping the
e other had links with the SULFA. The

AGP allies with BIP, joins NDA'

By Neena Vyas Hv/‘ { b

party had refjected the idea of an alliance with
the AGP, declaring during its national exec-
utive committee meeting in late March that it
would contest the Assam elections on its own.
Privately, the BJP leader, Ms. Bijoy Chakravar-
ty, explained this about turn in stance as “part
of politics”. And the party has been admitting
that the main factor driving the alliance is the
commun desire to prevent the Congress from
coming hack to power.

Mr. Advani also made it clear that the AGP
leadership had agreed 1o do away with the
Hlegal Migrants Determination by Tribunal
Act, the special law on immigration enacied
specially to deal with the huge influx of Ban-
gladeshis into the State. The BJP has been op-
posing this and said it would like to repeal it.
Now, it seems, the AGP has agreed.

Mr. Mahanta blamed the “weakened eco-
nomic, social and political’” fabric of Assam on
the long vears of Congress rule. It was against
this background that the AGP had “decided to
contest the elections along with a national

party like the BJP,” he said. /
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/Lo/ng'ﬁshes in troubled waters

PM remark

puts
in o

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aprii 6. - Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s repor-
ted statement that the upcom-
ing Assembly polls would be a
referendum on the Tehelka ex-
pose has put the NDA in a dif-
ficult situation.

The Congress, which has a de-
cisive edge in the polls, was
quick to sense an opportunity in
the statement. The party spok-
esman, Mr S Jaipal Reddy, said
the Prime Minister must stick
to what he had said. “If the
NDA is battered in the polis, the

* government should resign.”

The Congress declared there
would be no let up in its tirade

- against the NDA government
till it quits.

The BJP tried to wriggie out

. of the situation by saying the
poils couldn’t be a referendum
as the party's stakes in them
were net high. Some leaders
even privately questioned Mr

. Vajpayee's assessment. A se-

' nior minister admitted that the
statement, which he claimed
was misquoted, has complica-
ted NDA's problems.

: " The BJP instead wants to
treat tomorrow’s by-elections
in Uttar Pradesh a referendum

' on the expose as it expects to
win both the seats — Haider-

. garh, from where the chief

. minister, Mr Rajnath Singh, is

" seeking election, and Sadabad.

Although the party is expec-

NDA
spot

D A oD L\L

ted to win the seats because of -
upper caste votes, calling the :
by-polls a referendum would -
help it counter the Opposition,

The BJP spokesman, Mr Vijay
Kumar Malhetra, said the Prime
Minister was speaking about the
Lok Sabha polls, scheduled to
take place after three years, and
not the Assembly polls.

NDA leaders are surprised at
the statement as they fear the
polls would go against the alli-
ance and strengthen the Opposi-
tion’s hands. They have started
preparing themselves to face
such an eventuality. The NDA is
unlikely to get a majority in any
of the four states and Pondicher-
ry that are going to polls,

In West Bengal, after Miss
Mamata Banerjee broke away
from NDA, the alliance’s chal-
lenge to the Left Front has fiz- |
zled out. In Kerala, the NDA
doesn’t matter,

In Assam, though the BJP is
working out an electoral under-
standing with the ruling As- -
sam Gana Parishad, some
NDA leaders think this could
go against the BJP because of
anti- incumbency factor. In
support, they cited the Karna-
taka example: the BJP gave
away the battle to the Congress
after it aligned with Janata
Dal, then the ruling party.

In Tamil Nadu, NDA’s pitch
has been gueered after the
PMEK and the MDMK left the
alliance.

THE STATZSMAR
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Left alone to defend itself,
BJP cancels all NDA rallies’

By Smita Gupla

The Times of India News Serv
NEW DELHI: -Armsgate’
continue to haunt the BJP o
while. After its first couple of pub-
lic meetings, the party has bex
compelled to cancel all the rallies §
had planned under the banner of
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in its bid 1o defiect public
attention from the spycam scandat.
The immediate cause for the
cancellation of the BJP's plans was
the Shiv Sena’s refusal to partici-
pate wn the raily slated for April 8
i Mumbai, which was w0 be
addressed, amaong others, by Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpavee,
home mimster LK. Advani and
former defence minister George
Fernandes. The Shiv Sena has been
in the forefront of the demand for
the exit of some PMO officials.

Party sources, however, claitned
that the BIP had been forced to
change tack on the rallies for a vari-
ely of reasons. According to them. it
was not just the Shiv Sena which
was uncomfortabie with sharing a
platform with the BIP and defend-
ng it on the Tehelka issue. They said
that even allies fike the Telugu
Desamm Party (TDP) and the
Drravida Munnetra Kazhagam

{DMK) had been shying away from
the BIP. Both the south-based par-
ties stayved away from the first rally
held in Dethi. Of course, at a subse-
quent rally in Trichy in Tamil Nadu,
state law minister Allad] Aruna did
take part.

Among is ather allies, the JD
{U) and the BJD have also not
been very happy with the idea of
defending corruption, notwith-
standing the packaging—"an
opposition conspiracy to desla-
bilise the NDA government”. In
fact, JD (U) leader Ramakrishna
Hegde stayed away from the NDA
rally in Bangalore on Thursday.

-
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—TDP stays away

ur Special Correspondent

itseif{rom the BiP rally in
Hydetabad today, in which the
Union Home Minister, Mr.
LX.Advani, and the former
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, countered the
Congress campaign for the
resignation of the Vajpayee
Governmernt following the
Tehelka exposures,

The TDP leader and Andhra
Pradesh Chiel Minister, Mr. N.
Chandrababu Naidu, gave a
dinner to Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes af his residence.

TDP sources say the party has

" Dot participated in any NDA

rally so far, because it is
extending only outside support
to the Vajpayee Government,
and is nat a member of the
NDA and has not joined the
Union Cabinert.

My. Naidu had sought an
inquiry into the corruption
scandal and action against
anvone found guilty of
unethical conduct.

Party sources say the TDP is
against the Prime Minister
seeking a vote of confidence in

THE

«from NDA rally

the Lok Sabha, because the TDP
is not willing to defend the
actions of the NDA leaders
caught on video camera. The
party feels that its stand has
been vindicated.

Since this stand of the TDP is
well known, the local BfP
iraders made their own
preparations for the rally
without informing the local TDP
leadership.

TDP leaders feel that the BjP
enuld have chosen a venue like
Vijayawada or Visakhapatnam,
instead of Hyderabad.

But the BJP's decision was to
conducrt such ratlies in all State
capitals, as far as possible, and
so Hyderabad was included.

Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes, who arrived here at
about 8 a.m.,, faced a hostile
Congress demonstration at the
airport, in which a group
headed by the former Minister,
Mr. P, Janardhana Reddy, and
the Youth Congress leader, Mz,
P. Sudhakar Reddy, raised
slogans.

Police arrested about 3G
persons. Both the leaders went
by helicopter to the Ramoji
Film City, about 30 km away, -
and returned for the public
meeting.

o
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~ SHELTERING FROM THE HEAT

eru Aja\ Jadeja, with his mcntor Kapll DN in tow, spendq one of his last days of;
on the golf tinks of the Vhllmgdon bpurts Club durmg the Mavtau toumament in Mumbal,

NDA rally in Delhi vows to

meet Congress challen

DU WIO Prakash Singh Bhdal

The Times of India

News Service
NEW DELHEL The
National  Démocratic |
Alliance (NDA) on &
Sundav  accepted  the
gauntlet thrown by the
Congress in the wake of §
the Tehelka expose per
taining o defence deals.
declaring to carry the
fight to the length and
hreadth of the country.

“It’s a challenge we
have accepted. They -
have cafled it a war™ |
said Prime Minister Atal
Behan Vajpayvee. refer-
ring to Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi's 2
declaration of war against the
NDA government at the AICC
plonary session  in Bangalore,
Addressing o mammoth gathering
of NDA supporters who had come
from all parts of the country at the
historic Ramlila Grounds here. Mr
Vipaver wiid ~Thes

i nperacey

Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee, home mimister LK.
| Advani and NDA convener George Fernandes wave to.
thu, crowd at the NDA rally in Ivew Delhi on Sunday

- have sounded the bl.lU]L now there
is no going, back.”

Leaders of the NDA allics,
including Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister and Nattonal
Conference  leader  Faroog
Abdullah. Punjab chief minister

v Chivmananms Aol DT Taader

A
2C,

: commumication mir

and Lok Shakii
leader  Ram
Paswan, Harvana chief
™ minister and Indian
J National Lok Dal leader
Om Prakash Chautala,
MDMK leader Vaiko,
7 backed the  Prime
Minister. All the alliance
leaders, who were pres-
ent on the dais, declared
thetr confidence in Mr
Vajpayee's leadership
and faith in former
defence minister (George
Fernandes.

Mr Vajpayee attacked
_ the Congress and the

opposition parties for
stalling proceedings in parliament.
“What kind of thinking is this? Not
letting parliament discharge its
narrhal duty. Is the Congress trying
to push the country to anarchy?”
the Prime Minister asked.
P See Edit: Question Time, Page 10

rHE TIMES OF INDIA



NEW DELH!, MARCH 25. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today said his multi-party
National Democratic  Alliance
(NDA) was prepared to counter
the Congress' charges ol calumny
emanating from the ‘lehclka
tapes on the streets. “They have
declared war and there is no go-
ing back. We have accepted the
invitalion. We will continue to
run the Government aund, at the
same time, contest the charges by
gaing to the people,” he declared
at a well-attended NDA rally here
to mark the beginning of the rul-
ing alliance’s nationwide cam-
paign to counter the charges
against the Government.

The Prime Minisier and the
dozen-odd speakers who preced-
ed him maintained a common
theme. They acknowledged that
the tapes had indicted sorne well-
placed officials and pofiticians.
But they were quick to point out
that the Government had imme-
diately ordered a probe and some
of those featuring in the tapes. di-
rectly or by implication. had re-
signed from their posts.

Despite these steps, the Con-
gress was unwilling to debate the
issue in Parliament and failed to
respond to constructive suggesti-
ons to break the stalemate. This
behaviour, they said, suggested a
conspiracy whose broader con-
tours were to discredit the Gov-
crnment, demoralise the anned
forces and capture power without
sceking a fresh mandate.

All the speakers targeted anly

the Congress and assailed its ob-
structionist tactics in Parliament
and provocative attitude outside.
Rare was a speaker who referred
to the ‘Third Frant’. with most of
the leading lights invited 1o speak
focussing their belligerence on
the Congress and jts chief, Ms. 50-
nia Gandhi.

“We had never blocked Parlia-
ment to foree a Government to 7e-
sign. Ms. Gandhi is now resorting
o the kind of language | have
never used in my decades of pub-
lic life. The Congress is negating
the spirit of conciliation. T don't
know why this is being done —
perhaps it is due to jealousy or
frustration. Sometimes | wonder
whether the Congress has lost
faith in democratic means,”
mused the Prime Minisier.

As opposed to this kind of be-

~ Cong. Wgt_ar, W

! By Our Special Corresponden}' P .

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the former Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
Dr. Farooq Abdutlah, and his Harya
New Delhi on Sunda

I
e are ready:

o

. . b
with the Unio

haviour, the ruling alliance was
the epitome of restraint and mod-
eration, said Mr. Vajpayee. This
was reflected in its unconditional
acceptance of the one-votc loss in
the Lok Sabha that precipitated
the previous elections. e loo
could have created a controversy,
demanded a recount, but we did
not do so. But the Congress be-
lieves only in chaos and disorder.
we cannot bend before this kind
of behaviour. That is why 1 have
said the bugle has been sounded
and we will not back away.”

The Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani, referred to the un-
usual circumstances that had
brought the NDA allies befare the
people and  [elt the combine
would not be found wantir.g in re-
sponding to this challenge. “lfthe
Congress says it will take the issuc

IHE HINDy

7° MAR 70

n Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister,
na counterpart, Mr. 0.P. Chautala, at the NDA ‘Virat rally’ in
y. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

PM_

s, A

ta the people, we arc also pre-
pared to counter it en the
streets.”

The NDA convener, Mr. George
Fernandes, recalled his 50 years of
“unblemished political life”, his
concerp for the soldier which was
“epitomised by countless trips to
Stachen and willingness to be ex-
amined by any forum’.

The MDME leader, My. Vaiko,
wondered why Ms. Gandhi con-
linued to retain the charge-sheet-
ed Mr. Vincent George in her
personal stafl while harping on
corruption in the NDA.

[he Punjab Chief Minister, Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal, his Haryana
counterpart, Mr. O.P. Chautala,
the Union Communications Min-
ister, Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan
reposed faith in Mr. Vajpavee’s
leadership.

e
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7 THE CONTINUING TRAVAILS OF THE NDA

~THE DECISION TO institute a judicial inquiry
and the exit of Mr. George Fernandes from the
Union Council of Ministers — secured under
tremendous pressure from within the ruling
coalition — may have helped the Atal Behari
Vajpayee Government in controlling the politi-
cal damage inflicted by Tehelka’s shocking rev-
elations, to the extent that they removed
considerable sting from the Opposition’s cam-
paign and, mare importanily, in reaffirming the
support of an outwardly ambivalent Mr, Chan-
drababu Naidu's Telugu Desam Party, which
held the trump card. In fact, once the TDP was
persuaded not o pull the rug, the Gevernment
had won in the numbers game and hence its
‘challenge’ (o the Opposition to face Parliament
and bring in a no-confidence motion. And i
was precisely for this reason tliat the Opposi-
tion too was more keen on taking the issue to
the people, by focussing on the larger security
related concerns the expose has raised and ar-
guing that the Vajpayce regime has lost its
“moral authority” to rule. A regrettable upshot
of the realpolitik driven sirategies of the two
sides has been a virtual paralysis of Parliament
for days together, with crucial financial and leg-
islative business remaining stalied.

With the numbers on its side, the Vajpayec
Government may well expect to ride ow the
Tehelka-induced political storm, with no im-
mediale threat to its survival. having bought

time until the judicial inguiry comes up with its #

findings. But such expectation has necessarily
to be tempered with the negative potential of
the several taultlines the episode has either in-
duced or aggravated within the ruling establish-
ment ag well as in the BJP-RSS relationship. For
instafgce, the rumblings in the Samata Party —
in the wake of Mr. Fernandes™ resignation —

\‘;Q"*.\F

\a
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and the defiance its three other Ministers had
shown by ipsisting on quitting office as an ex-
pression of solidarity with their leader. True,
Mr. Fernandes has succeeded in getting them
round. but the now subdued sense of hurt may
not take long to surface. Then, there was the
discordant note struck by Mr. Ramakrishna
Hegde of the Janata Dal (Unitedy about Mr. Fer-
nandes being retained as con
0 A\

What could be really worrisoine post-the
Tehelka expose in the intra-NDAvand intra-
Sangh Parivar context, however, is the issue in-
volving the Prime Minister's Principal Secreta-
rv, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, whose name figures
rather indirectly in the murky story featured on
the videstape. The Shiv Sena supremo, Mr. Bal
Thackeray, and the RS5S chief, Mr. K. §. Sudar-
shan, have been forthright in their criticism of
Mr. Mishra (besides a few other key function-
aries in the PMO notably Mr. N. K. Singh); Mr.
Sudarshan even called into guestion the com-
petence and constitutional propriety of those
officials. To the extent that Mr. Mishra has be-
come involved in the controversy, the rase for
bringing his role also into hard scrutiny under
the 1microscope of the judicial inquiry is un-
assailable. An important factor to reckon with,
of course, is that those in the governmental and
political establishments af the ruling coalition
who were ‘aggrieved’ with the PM( top brass
{on account of what they perceived to be its
averweening authority) have {found in the Te-
hefka tapes a potent instrument to press for
change. Given that the forces at work include
his detractors within his own party, the BJP, and
its ideological fountainhead, the RSS, the tra-
vails of Mr. Vajpayee and the coalition he'heads
are indeed far from over. /
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Atal envoy on mission

to mollify Mamata

A\Y
® Nitish gets Rly ® NDA ulti

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/ Kolkata, Mayrch 20

THE PRIME Minister gave
Nitish Kumar the porttolio
Mamata Banerjee held before
pulling out aof the NDA, on a day
that the BJP decided to disparch
a senior leader to Kolkata to pla-
cate the Trinamool leader, furi-
ous over a lerter askirg her o
make up her mind in 24 hours on
her relation with the NDA.

Mamata Banerjee's office
received the letter in the after-
noon vesterday. The letter, which
Sudip Bandopadhyay claimed
was signed by Sudheendra
Kulkarni. said the Trinamool
should reaffirm its faith in the
Prime Minister and back the
Government. It said the party
should come out with an
announcement in 24 hours so
that “the country is not pushed
inte the voriex of instability by
the machinations of the Con-
gress and the CPI(M) .

But Katiashpati Mishra, who

meets Mamata here tomorrow as
the BJP's emissary. said in Delhi
that the PMO had nothing to do
with the letter: he had signed it,
and not Kulkarni. He said in a
statement that the BJP is ready
for an alliance with the Tri-
namool i it supports the Vajpay-
ee Government trom outside.

On a day of conflicting signals,
there were reports that the BJP
has decided to contest all 294
seats in West Bengal. The Tri-
namool evidently did not expect
this. The party’s Chief Whip in
the Lok 8abha, Sudip Bandopad-
hyay said in Kelkata that his
party still stood by the seat-shar-
ing commitment, but would not
swap any of the 39 seats it had
given the BJE

Prospects for & poil tie-up
between the Congress and Tri-
namool seemed to improve today.
Sudip Bandopadhyay said formal
talks with the Congress had not
started, but his party doesn't
mind including it in the fight
against the Left Front. “We are

/Q 9?‘
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a,tum angers Trinamool

happy to note that in the Banga-
lore ATCC session, the Congress
took a stand against the Left
Front.” In Delhi, Ambika Sani
said an alilance now depends on
what Mamata decides.

As for the BJP the Trinamonl
wanted to stand by its seat-shar-
ing commitment with the party,
though it refused to fall in line
over support to the NDA. Ban-
dopadhyvay said his party saw the
letter as an ultimatum from the
NDA, i not as a threat.

“Our parliamentary party
took a unanimous decision on
withdrawing support from the
NDA on March 15. We will not
change our stand and there is no
guestion ol going back to the
NDA," he said. “We think this i3
improper, uncivilised and unae-
ceptable, If the BJP wants to
snap ties, it is welcome. But we
have made a seat-adjustment
with them and we stick to that.
We will not change a single seat
that the BJP wants us to change.”

Relaied reports on Pag.s 3 & 9
a2
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NDA PLANS CAMPAIGN AGAINST TEHELKA FALLOUT

PM ready for trial of stren

RAWATBHATA (Rajasthan), MARCH 18, The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, today went
on a counter-offensive against the Congress
which had demanded his resignation after the
“expose’” of corruption in defence deals, chal-
lenging it to a trial of strength in Parliament.

Addressing a rally of BIP warkers here, Mr.
Vajpavee said the Congress lacked the re-
quired number in the House and was, there-
fore, levelling allegations and demanding his
Government’s resignation outside Parliament,

“The Congress has a habit of teppling gov-
ernments and in forging alliance with other
parties to come to power, something which
the party has done in Bihar,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the Congress was
“upset with the achievements of my Govern-
ment - stable Government, sound economy
and social harmony. That is why it wants 1o
lopple the Government.”

Challenging the Opposition to bring a no-
confidence motion and obstruct budgetary
debate in Parliamnent, he said the Government
was ready to face the trial of strength on the
floor of the House. — P11

Our New Delhi Special Correspondent re-
ports:

The NDA plans to begin a campaign to
counter the fallout of Tehelka tapes expose
during the recesses period of Parliament.

The NDA convenor, Mr. George Fernandes,
who met the Prime Minister here this evening,
said the campaign would be faunched on
March 23, coinciding with the birth anniver-
sary of Ram Manohar Lohia. Covering all Stale
Capitals and major population centres the
campaign would continue till April 16, he said.

Sonia has no right
to question us: BJP
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Bharativa Janala Par-
tv today lashed out at the Conaress president,

Ms. Sonia Gandh, for demanding the resigna-
tion of the Vajphyee Government on “moral
grounds”. Mr. Jaha Krishnamurthi, B]P presi-
dent, reminded Ms. Gandhi that she had not
articulated the need for Rajiv Gandhi to resign
after the Bofors scandal erupred, nor had her
mother-in-law, Indira Gandhi, olfered to step
down after the Nagarwala scam. Even when
numerous scandals rocked the Narasimha
Government, Ms. Gandhi had never expressed
the view that he should step down.

The party was critical of the Opposition for
blocking a debate in Parliament. for not want-
ing to wait for the judicial inquiry to complete
its work, and for going against all norms of
parliamentary functioning.

As always, the BJP president, covered the
obvious holes in the security ser-up that the
Tehelka tapes have revealed by poiming out
that no one can question the personal integri-
ty of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. What scems to have stung the party
more than anything else is the Congress
charge that the BIP-led Government has com-
mitted an act ol treason. "Yek desh ke saalit
dhokha aur gaddari hai”’ the party stated in
Bangalore where the AICC plenary session has
just ended.

“Only the Congress can say that a foreigner
has becaome a patriot and a nationalist a trai-
tor,”” Mr. Krishnamurthi said.

Atomic units inaugurated: Page 11

‘Competent men

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The RSS sarsanghcha-
lak, Mr. K.5. Sudershan, today more than
hinted that the organisation was unhappy
with the set-up in the Prime Mintister’s Office,
and that it would like to see the Prime Minis-
ter’'s Principal Secretary, Mr. Brajesh Mishra,
pack his bags, but said it was for the Prime
Minister to act.

While categorically stating that there was
“no need” for the Government to go foilow-
ing the disclosures in the Tehelka videotapes
that have scandalised the whole nation, Mr.
Sudershan was not so charitable when re-
sponding to questions from the media relat-
ed to Mr, Mishra and to the Prime Minister's
foster son-in-law, Mr. Ranjan Bhattacharya,

He was addressing a press conference at
the venue of the Akhil Bharativa Pratinidhi
Sabha, national council session of the RSS
here today. To a question on the role of Mr.
Mishra, the RSS chief said that “if there were
competent people (in the PMQ) then it {the
Tehelka scandal) would not have taken

shoﬁld mén PI\/IO

place.” The RSS “had been telling the Prime :

Minister to appoint only competent people;
they (Mr. Mishra and some others) do not
have the competence they are expected to

have... we have advised him, it is up to him to '

act.”
P11 reports;
Mr. Sudershan tonight clarified that he

made no remarks against the functioning of

the PMQO.

“A reporter had said that in Indira Gand- .
hi's regime, (her son) Sanjay Gandhi had .

emerged an exira-constitutional authority
and sought my comments on the role of Mr,

Ranjan Bhattacharya. 1 replied in a general :

way that there should not be any extra-con-

stitutional centre. This should by no means |
be interpreted that I implied that there is ex- |
the present |

tra-constitutional centre in
PM(},” he said in a statement. Referring to
the competence of the PMO, Mr, Sudershan
said, “l had said that the PMO should be
managed by competent officers in a general
way.”

‘BJP is Congressised’: Pagty}
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/ NDA reposes faith
—.in Fernandes

STATESMAN NEWS SEQVICE

NEW DELHI, Mar
The NDA teday reposed full
faith in Mr George Fernandes’s
leadership and rejected the
idea of persuading the Miss
Mamata Banerjee to return to
the coalition.

After an NDA meeting, Mr
Fernandes said the Trinamul
had let the coalition down by
pulling out of it during its hour
of erisia. )

So, is Miss Banerjee an oppor-
tunist? Mr Fernandes said she
too had fought the polls on the
NDA manifesto and the Prime
Minister campaigned for her
MPs as well. The Trinamul ac-
tion was a “great let down”.

Confirming his loyalty to the
NDA, he said he would try to
persutade the three Samata
ministers not to press for their
resignations. The NDA has rej-
ected their resignation letters,

Mr Fernandes sounded confi-
dent apparently because the
inquiry proposed by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee is time-bound.
The parliamentary affairs min-
ister, Mr Pramod Mahasajan,
gquoted Mr LK Advani as hav-

ing said at the meeting that Mr
Fernandes would return as def-
ence minister after four or five
months.

Mr Fernandes denied that the
Samata Party was pressing for
the resignation of PMO officials
whose names had been men-
tioned in the Tehelka tapes.

But his MPs had demanded
their ouster? Mr Fernandes
said the party hadn't made any

On page 6

m BJP talks of
international conspiracy
® Cong prepares to put
govt on the mat
B Tainted Army officers
are R-Day awardees

such demand. He, however,
said the inguiry would take
care of all aspects mentioned in
the tapes, including the alleged
role of the officials,

Samata MPs’ demand: But
Samata MPs today demanded a
“clean up” of the PMO and the
removal of the Prime Minister's
principal secretary, Mr Brajesh
Mishra, reports PTI. “Mr
Vajpayee should immediately

remove Mr Mishra if he’s keen
on presenting a clean image of
his government,” Mr Pra-
bhunath Singh told journalists.

Mr Singh and Mr Raghunath
Jha criticised Mr Mishra and
Mr Vajpayee's foster son-in-
law, Mr Ranjan Bhattacharya.
They alleged that Mr
Fernandes had been made the
sacrificial goat. Mr Singh said:
“We, Samata Party MPs, are
sending a letter to Mr Vajpayee
today in this regard.” ~
Nitish and Co. adamant: The
three Samata ministers, led by
the agriculture minister, Mr
Nitish Kumar, today insisted
that their resignations be
accepted, adds UNL
_They sent their resignation
letters to Mr Vajpayee again
today after he had rejected
them lasi night.

“We have stated in the letters
that we will continue to be part
of NDA and our leader will... be
its convener,” a Samata leader
said. But Mr Vajpayee has to
accept the three Samata
ministers resignation because
they don’t want to continue in

their post after Mr Fernandes
was forced to quit. /
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George bows to pressure, Mamata resigns, quits NDA

By Smita Gupta \ A\

The Times of India News Ser\nce

NEW DELHI: Under mounting pressure from
NDA partners, a powerful section of the BJP and
the opposition as well, defence minister George
Fernandes finally bowed out of the government
at 8 p.m. on Thursdav. His announcement of res-
ignation came barely two hours after President
K.R. Narayanan called Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpavee to Rashtrapati Bhavan for a
meeting at 6 p.m.

in his nationally televised address, which came
four hours after president of Samata Party Jaya
Jaitly stepped down in the wake of the ‘armsgate’,
Mr Fernandes proclaimed his innocence, and said
during his tenure he had tried to introduce trans-
parency in the defence administration.

But the damage had already been done. For, at

5 pm. the Trnamul Comgress withdrew both
from the government and the NDA, vowing not
to return even if Mr Fernandes were to quit. With
this. the strength of the NDA government slipped
from 301 (its strength after the five-member
PMK left it last month} to 292, leaving it with a
bare majority of 20.

Earlier in the day, taking its cue from the
Trinamul Congress, which had initially demanded
the sacking of Mr Fernandes as its price for stay-
ing on in the government, the Janata Dal-United
wrote to the PM endorsing that demand and
announced it would decide its political future on
March 19 at its parliamentary party meet. There
were similar murmurings, though offstage, from

the Shw ena and the Akali Dal, that it might be
difficult fr Mr Vajpayee to continue as Prime
Minister upless Mr Fernandes was dropped.

President Narayanan reportedly summoned
the Prime Minister on Thursday evening to
advise him that Mr Fernandes shouid go. As an
official put it, “The Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces wants to know about issues that
concern the national security of the country.”” But
officially Rashtrapati Bhawan only said, “...the
President apprised the Prime Minister about his
recently concluded visit to Mauritius.. while the
Prime Minister briefed the President about the
general situation in the country.”

Within the BIP. tog, there was pressure all day
from the Advani camp on the PM to drop not just
Fernandes, but also to “cleanse” the PMO of offi-
cials named in the tapes, including national secu-
rity adviser Brajesh Mishra. Indeed. BJP sources
said that the feeling in the RSS and the Advani
camp— which is gradually regaining control of
the party—was that it would be better to lose the
government and recoup to fight another day than
allow this “tarnished” government to continue.

The Samata Party, which in a bid to stem the
tide against Fernandes had got Jaya Jaitly to step
down, went into a huddle following the defence
minister’s exit. The party which was earlier unit-
ed in the view that Mr Fernandes should stay on
was apparently trying to decide whether it should
quit the NDA, too, in solidarity with their Jeader.
If the 12-member Samata decides to opt out of
the NDA, the Vajpayee government will be Jeft
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THE PARTY’S OVER

George Fernandes
Resignations accepled

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister has
accepted the resignations of defence minister
George Fernandes, railway minister Mamata
Banerjee and minister of state for external
affairs Ajit Panja, and forwarded them to the
President, PMO sources confirmed late on
Thursday night.

Mamata Banerjee

with a majority of just eight.

Yerran Naidu of the 29-member Telugu Desam
Party, which is currently supporting the NDA
government from the outside, said, with M
Fernandes’ exit “that chapter is over. We will
maintain the status quo™.

Meanwhile, in a day of swiftly moving develop-
ments, the erstwhile United Front was reborn as

e

the E’eop]e s Front with former West Bengal chief
minjster Jyoti Basu as chairperson  and
Sanjajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav
as convenor. The Left parties, the SP and the JD-
S [ormed the core, and there were indications
that the RJD. too, would lend its support to the
PE.

Th\e Congress, which was demanding the custer
ol the Vajpayee government, softened its stand
on the Sarmajwadh Party, with which it has had an
antagpnistic relationship for the past two yeass.
Whet asked whether the disaster of 1998 would
be repeated in case the possibility of an alterna-
tive dovernment came up agam, a Congress
leaderisaid, “We are contemplating every step in
a calibpated way.”

Unidn agriculture minister Nitish Kumar and
two mijnisters of state belonging to the Samata
Party fbllowed their Jeader George Fornandes in
yesignig from the government, but the resigna-
tions were rejected by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Majpayee. Bestdes Nitish Kumar, minister
of state|for raifways Digvijay Singh and minister
of state Yor consumer affairs V. Sreenivasa Prasad
had submitted their resignations in solidarity
with MrFemandes.

Earlier on Thursday, Java Jaitly resigned as
Samata Party president and said her party was
“seriously contemplating™ filing a defamation
suit against tehelka.com for dragging her name in
a fictitiols defence deal.

“I am taking the step to resign to spare the

party unnecessary attack and denigration,” said
Ms Jaitly. Tehelka's secretly-filmed tapes showed
money being given in Ms Jaitly's presence at
George Fernandes’ residence by those seeking to
strike a fictitious defence deal.

As for the status of RK. Jain. the former
national treasurer of the Samata Party who fig-
ured promimently in the video footage, Ms Jaitly
said he bad resigned from the party’s primary
membership on Thursday.

“T will not stop my fight against the conspira-
tors and allow dubtous blackmailers to harm the
interests of the country,” said Ms Jaiily, adding
that party vice-president V.V, Krishna Rao had
been appeintted as the acting president,

On Wednesday, Ms Jaitly had said she would
not resign since she had dope nothing wrong, 1
have not taken any money personally. T had
asked those who had visited me to hand over the
donation to the party officials concerned for our
party's national convention,” she said, claiming
her party had never interfered with the working
of any department or with the government at any
level including the defence ministry.

INSIDE
P State legislature adjourned, Page 3
P Third alternative launched, Page 7
P R.K. Gupta provided shelter to RSS men, Page 7
» Expose shocks army officers, Page 8 -
» See Edit: Chor Bazaar, Page 10
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VENALITY, WIDESPREAD AND massive, its re-
ach extending from the low to the higher reaches
of the NDA Government. stands exposed by Te-
helka's sting operation that was made public on
Tuesday. The story iiself, the result of a pains-
taking investigation spread over several months,
has all the elements of high drama, with some of
the players boastful and even comical in their
corrupt ways. The ethics of a sting operation us-
ing money 1o get a story is no doubt problem-
atical, and waving bundies of currency notes
before a person may not be the fairest way of
testing his integrity. Also, what was involved here
is a sham, rather than a real deal, and much of
the information and innuendo about key paliti-
cal plavers comes by way of hearsay, from oper-
ators who can be expected to make boastful,
exaggerated claims to connections in high office.
Yel what stands exposed is a pervasive tendency
towards corruption that is even more worrisome
from the standpoint of good governance and the
democratic polity than any specific instance of a
corrupt deal. The {act that two intrepid reporters
could gain access 1o key purchase decision mak-
ers with some money but mostly with the prom-
ise of huge kickbacks and the blatant manner in
which money was demanded and taken show
how permissive the administration has become
under the NDA Government. ~

Defence purchases are shrouded i} secrecy
and governments typically invoke false security
considerations and unstated foreign réfations
gains 1o evade public scrutiny; and they offgr the
widest scope for corruption. Tt is ironic thatthis
scandal should surface when the Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, in a grand show of
cleansing his Ministry had asked the Chief Vigi-
fance Comrmnissioner to probe major deals of the
past. 1t has now been demonstrated beyond
doubt that a most unholy nexus exists between
political party operatives, officials in the Defence
Ministry, bigh ranking army officers connected
with equipment and arms purchases and an as-
sortmeht of businessmen and deal makers. The
public’s faith in the decision making process in-

THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2001

-

NDA’S HOUR OF SHAME i ' &

volved in the purchase of arms and equipment
vital to the country’s defence stands rudely shak-
en. Some of the officers involved in the scandal
have been placed under suspension., However,
that the Defence Ministry is so steeped in corrup-
tion, with so many officials in the Ministry and so
many key decision makers in the army being
found to be on the take, and that the president of
the Samata Party was caught taking money in the
Defence Minister's house cannot be explained
away. Even if the charges of corruption do not
stick personally, the moral and political respon-
sibility for this state of affairs alone would make
Mr. Fernandes’ continuance in office untenable.

The political implicatinns of the Tehelka ex-
pose are already being felt in Parliament and
ought not to be underestimated. The heads of the
twa parties, the BJP and the Samata, now stand
exposed. The NDA itsell had carefully cultivated
itls image as a clean dispensation different from,
say, the Congress(I) regimes of the past that were
associated with corruption scandals. That sheen
would seemt to have vanished suddenly The
massive expose of corruption has also opened up
a new front for the Opposition even as the NDA
remains vulnerabie on the communal issue as
well. One lesson the NDA seems to have learnt
from the past is that it is not sound political strat-
egy to ignore charges of corruption ar to stone-
wall and dismiss them with grand imperiousness,
as Rajiv Gandhi learnt to his cost. An enquiry has
been announced and efforts would be on to put a
distance between those who have been exposed
and key players in political office. Yet, political
compulsions would dictate how thorough the
cleansing process can be and how high it could
reach, and in the face of such damning evidence
caught on camera, damage control meastres can
belp only to a limited extent. In the immediate
aftermath, the BJP's NDA partners, particularly
the Trinamool Congress aud the DMK, who are
facing elections to the Sidle Assemblies are going
to face embarrassing Moments. It is going to be
difficult for the NJ¥A to live down this
shame.
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"NDA partners join Opp

In slammin

HT Correspondent (} e
New Delhz’,_ February 26

POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS
stood blurred as some NDA allies
joined the Congress, the Left par-
ties and other Opposition group-

ings in slamming the Railway *

Budget 200102,
Amidst stray and individual
voices demanding Railway Min-
ister Mamata Bannerjee's resig-
nation, the Opposition dubbed
the Rallway Budget as “pop-
ulist”, a “tale of woes accompa-
nied by a bagful of excuses™ and
“*a make-believe exercise’ that
ignored basic issues like develop-
mental requirements and safety
norms and was geared towards
the forthcoming assembly elec-
tions, especially in West Bengal.
Unlike the multi-pronged and
broad-based attack of the Oppo-
sition., NDA allies like the Biju
Janata Dal, the Shiv Sena and the
Samata concentrated their criti-
cism on the Railway Budget's
“regional imbalances”, “gross
injustice” and “step motherly
treatment’” of their respective
regions. The BJD, in fact, had
staged a walkout from the House
to lodge its protest. Although the
TDP was guarded in its criticism,
it made it clear that it would pur-
sue with its demands for new
trains and extending services to
different regions in the state
which had not been met.
Spearheading the Opposition
attack, Mr Madhavrao Scindia,
Congress Deputy Leader in Lok
Sabha and a former Rail
Minister himself, said
Railway Budget di

NEW T

¢ Delhi-Raipur-Bilaspur weekly Rajdhani Expreés
New Delhi-Ranchi-Hatia weekly Rajdbani Expre’és
Bi-weekly express between Gorakhpur and New Bethi
Bangalore-Vasco bi-weekly express L
Pune-Ernakulam weekly express via Londa & Madgaon
Asansol-New Jaipaiguri bi-weekly express
Secunderabad-Dharmavaram express

Sealdha-New Jalpaiguri bi-weekly express
Dhanbad-Hatia intercity express
Howrah-Yashwantpur {(Bangalore) bi-weekl

"sense of helpless despondency
and dependence.” As he listed out
the woes that dog the Railway
Ministry and the string of unful-
filled promises from the Jast
Railway Budget, including meth-

ods of raising revenues, Mr
Scindia came down heavily on
the government’s inability to
power a strategy to tone up the
railway system. He charged that
the Railway Budget was merely
meant “to reap dividends in an
election.”

Outlining the financial mess
tn the railway system, the Con-
gress leader also warned that
rehabilitation and renewal work
would suffer for want of
resoutrces and the rise in freight
tarifl could spell major diversion
to road transport.

His colleague and Leader of
Opposition in Rajyva Sabha Man-

Rly budget
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mohan Singh stressed that the
Railway Budget failed to initiate
a new direction for the railways

_for a new plan period or come up

with a strategy to avert the cer-
tain collapse the railway system
was heading for.

The CPI-M Polit Bureau
warned that the Railway Minis-
ter’'s populist gimmicks foretold
of imminent additional burdens
and said that the increased
freight charges would contribute
to general inflation in the coun-
trv--a point raised by the CPI-ML
too. It is absolutely certain that
post-assembly elections, addi-
tional burdens on the people are
in the offing to compensate the
manipulated budgetary balanc-
ing done on the basis of exagger-

ated projections .and fith
drawals from the capl und
the CPI-M said.
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 Southern shock
to Atal alliance

FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Feb. 5: In a jolt to
the Vajpayee government, the
Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK)
today quit the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) ahead of
its plans to join the Jay-
alalitha-led ADMK front in
Tamil Nadu.

PMK chief S, Ramadoss and
the party’s two ministers of state
--- N.T. Shanmugham (coal) and

. E. Ponnuswamy {petroleum and

natural gas) — met Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee this
morning and submitted their
resignations, Their resignarions
are vet to be accepted.

Ramadoss told reporters at
Chennai airport tonight that he
will meet Javalalitha at 11,30 am
tOMOITOW.

Though the five-MP party’s de-
cision to puil out will not have any
impact on the government’s sta-
bility, it has dealt a psychological
how to the NDA and increased Va-
jpayee’s dependence on demand-
ing allies such as the Telugu Des-
am and the Trinamul Congress.

The PMEK is the first party to
pull out of the coalition since it
formed the government in Octo-
betr 1959,

Sources said the Prime Minis-
ter is not unduly worried as Ra-
madoss, in his letter. has men-
tioned that he will offer suppart to
the NDA government in the event
of any crisis.

“We formed the NDA with a
high commitment to the cause
of the people of India and the
PMEK is still committed to that
philosophy But ecircumstances
in Tamil Nadu have made us
part company with the NDA”

N

Ramadoss said in his jetter

The sources said Ramadoss
had suggested a mahajot - an
anti-DMK alliance which will
include the ADMK -—modelled on
a praposal in Bengal, where the
BJPisnotaversetoapact with the
Congress in an anti-Left forma-
tion. But Vajpayee rejected the
proposal cutright as he is wary of
Jayalalitha.

The Prime Minister held a
meeting with ministerial col-
leagues L..K. Advani, George Fer-
nandes, Jaswant Singh and BJP
president Bangaru Laxman fol-
lowing the resignations of the two
PMEK members.

“In terms of pure arithmetic,
it (the PMK pullout) will not affect
the stability of the Central gav-
ernment. In psychological terms.
yes, there is an impact on both
sides,” agreed Laxman.

Efforts are on to humour the
PMEK and Fernandes is likely to
keep the dialogue on with Rama-
doss until he decides which way to
go during the state pells due in
April-May

The relationship between Ra-
madoss and Tamil Nadu chief
minister M. Karunanidhi had
soured over the past six months.
The PMEK chief, sources said, feels
the DMK government has become
unpopular and is unlikely to be
voted back to power in the Assem-
biv elections.

The PMK move comes ahead of
a meeting scheduled between Ra-
madoss and Karunanidhi later
this manth to discuss the Assem-
bly elections, including seat ad-
justments.

The PMK fell out with the
DMK after Karunanidhi rejected
the smaller ally’s demand that it

be allowed to form the govern-
ment in Pondicherry should the
NDA win the Assembly elections
thete.

The PMK, a party of Vanniars,
claims it has a large following
among the backward community
in Pondicherry.

The PMK is ecruacial for any
winning combination in Tamil
Nadu as the Vanniars make up a
large part of the electorate in the
north and can influence the
outcome in 60 Assembly con-
stituencies. In 1998. when the
PMK was with Jayalalitha, the
combine won impressively and in
1999, when Ramadoss crossed
over to the DMK fromt, the ADMEK
suffered.

Sources said rhat Vajpayee,
though not overly worried about
the PMK's decision to leave the
NDA, told Ramadoss that he was
free to sew up state level alliances
but should keep supporting the
coalition at the Centre, a PMK
source said.

Vajpayee’s aversion to Jay-
alalitha notwithstanding, a sec-
tion of BJP leaders agrees with
Ramadoss that Karunanidhi is a
liahilitv and the ADMK chief will
head the next government in
Chennai after the Assembly elec-
tions. )

Sources said that Ramadoss
had. over the pasi one year, coim-
pilained against Karunanidhi to
Vajpavce at least six times, but the
Prime Minister had not taken any
action.

Ramadoss had wanted his beie
noire Vazhapadi Ramamurthy te
be dropped from the NDA, bul
both Vajpavee and Karunanidhi
had rejected his demand.

M More reports on Page 6
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