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NEW DELHI: In the wake of th
scathing attack by Prime Ministe
Atal Behari Vajpayee on certain
Sangh Parivar leaders for criticis-
ing his government, the RSS on
Monday disassociated itself from
the policies of the NDA govern-
ment.

Addressing a press conference,
RSS spokesman M.G. Vaidya said,
“The RSS will make its views clear
on all important issues as explicitly
and unequivocally as possible.”
Asserting that the outfit would not
be bound by the constraints and
compulsions of coalition politics,
he said, “The RSS will pursue its

stand on issues like
Ramjanmabhoomi, Jammu and
* Kashmir and swadeshi.”

Although Mr Vaidya endorsed
the economic policies of the
Centre, he refused to commit him-
self on contentious issues like the
hire-and- fire labour policy which
the Centre has been pursuing vig-

Times News Network 1\ 0
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orously. He said that the NDA gov-
ernment was competent enough to
resolve such crucial issues.
According to him, consulting
labour unions on such matters
would ensure that there was no
labour unrest.

More importantly, he said, the
RSS had, in a veiled manner,
okayed the controversial privatisa-
tion process. Mr Vaidya said his
party was not in favour of a social-

PM’s remarks, RSS, /

distances itself from NDA govt.

TRADING CHARGES

ist moéei of development and it
did not believe in government con-
trol of all means of production.
Yet, he sought to disassociate the
RSS from the NDA government’s
policies because Mr Vajpayee had
made the Sangh-BJP relations
explicit. In a recent interview, Mr
Vajpayee had said, “I tell those in
the Sangh Parivar who oppose the
government (that) you are not only
harming the nation but also your-
selves. Does it help to go around

. conveying the impression that

while this is your government, it
doesn’t listen to you? Does this
enhance your stature or clout?”

Mr Vaidya clarified that
although Mr Vajpayee was a
swayamsevak, his was not an RSS
government at the Centre. “The
RSS will never have a government.
It will not play the role of the
opposition either. We have nothing
to do with the policies of the NDA
government. We don't exert any

“rametlR

pressure,” he maintained. /y :
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“Forged’ letter whirlwind

catches rqw

FROM OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 24: Battlelines
between the NDA and the Opposi-
tion were redrawn after the Vaj-
payee government stumbled into
another controversy, this time in-
volving a “forged” letter written
by Cabinet secretary T.R. Prasad
to Brajesh Mishra, the Prime Min-
ister’s principal secretary. The let-
ter questions the process of disin-
vestment adopted for Air-India.

Congress chief whip Priya
Ranjan Das Munshi created a flut-
ter last night when, during a Lok
Sabha discussion on disinvest-
ment, he produced a letter pur-
portedly sent by Prasad to Mishra
on July 7. According to the letter
— copies of which were made
available to the press by the
BJP — disinvestment was not
feasible because “Air-India is
an asset which carries a lot of
emotion being the national carri-
er of the country, hence, the argu-
ment that a minimum reserve
price and single bidder will be ap-
propriate does not hold good in en-
suring a smooth disinvestment
process through Parliament and
government”.

It went on to say: “We should
look at the aviation policy as a
whole réther thain keep changing
the policies to either suit the

R

w" GA
p s or the objectlve that we
are trying to accomplish in a
transparent manner.”

Minister of state for disinvest-
ment Arun Shourie tried to blunt
the Opposition’s protests by or-
dering a CBI inquiry. Shourie in-
formed the House that he spoke to
Prasad, who told him the docu-
ment was “forged” as he had not
written any such letter.

BJP sources said Shourie
wrote to CBI officials requesting
them to conduct an “expeditious”
inquiry into the matter which had
the “gravest” implications. Ac-
cording to PTI, the investigating
agency today registered a case of
forgery. CBI sources also did not
rule out the possibility of Das
Munshi being questioned.

The Congress, however, said
the government should have first
referred the matter to the Speaker
as the letter was the property of
the House.

“It involves a secret correspon-
dence. What aspect will the
CBI inquire into — whether the
letter was forged or the signature
was forged?” asked Congress
sources. But the party was clear
on one point: that the onus was on
the government to prove that the
letter was fabricated. The Con-
gress was backed by the CPM,
which argued that the letter
should be sent to a privilege com-

-ndden

: govt

mlttee and not to the CBI.
The BJP reacted strongly to
- the Congress stand. Spokesman
V.K. Malhotra said it was “de-
plorable” that the party should
brandish a “forged” letter on the
floor of the House. “The Congress
should be sure of its facts and not °
base its allegations on forged doc-
uments,” he said.

“They should have understood
that the language in the letter can-
not be one used by the Cabinet sec-
retary. Instead of all this, Con-
gress leaders could have placed
their views on disinvestment in
the debate.”

Malhotra said the Congress
treated issues related to forged
documents like a “cottage indus-
try”. “First you had the St Kitts
case. Then (Chhattisgarh chief
minister) Ajit Jogi claimed he had
documents to show that the Prime
Minister’s Office was involved in
the Balco deal. We had challenged
him but there has been no re-
sponse so far,” he said.

Government sources admitted
that a CBI inquiry was unlikely to
prove anything. “If it's proved
that the letter is fake, at most
Munshi will apologise, It's only a
technical matter and, by the time
the investigation .is over, the

whole thing would have
out of public memory;” said#Cab-
inet minister.




. Protests against ND

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 3. The need for
“norms” to help in the smooth
functioning of the 24- party Na-
tional Democratic Alliance sug-
gested by the Bharatiya Janata
Party president, Mr. Jana Krish-
namurthi — and approved by the
Prime Minister at the party’s re-
cent national executive commit-
tee meeting — are now to be
adopted as a “‘code of conduct”
by NDA members, but already
protests are being heard that
more than the ‘“other” NDA
members, it is the BJP which has
been guilty of flouting the “can-
ons of coalition politics”.

Although all NDA members —
barring the Shiv Sena which was
absent — ‘‘unanimously” ap-
proved the August 1 resolution
setting up a four-man committee
to draft a “code of conduct” for
the NDA, several constituents of
the alliance are expressing their
unhappiness.

§

“Coalitions can be run on'trust
and mutual understanding, not
under rules and regulations (ka-
noon se nahin chala sakte),” Mr.
Mohan Prakash, spokesperson for
the Janata Dal (United), said to-
day. The coalition “dharma” (or
code) should be followed by all
constituents, he insisted, perhaps
hinting that the leading party may
itself be guilty. He pointed out
that the JD(U) had not spoken out
of turn, it had always adhered to
the coalition ‘dharma’. \4Y) -

During the Manipur crisis, the
Samata Party was clearly at odds
with the BJP publicly charging
that the latter was instrumental in
bringing down its Government in
the State. “How can the BJP give
us sermons on the dharma of coa-
lition politics?”” a Samata leader

said. a g
Taking note o rumblings
against the proposed code com-

ing from its partners, the BJP spo-
kesperson, Mr. Vijay Kumar

A

- t

Mal&lgra, said the four-man com-
mittee set up to draft the code —
Mr. Sikander Bakht (BJP), Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes (Samata Party),
Mr. Arjun Charan Sethi (Biju Ja-
nata Dal) and Mr. Murasoli Ma-
ran (DMK) — had three leaders
from the “allies” and only one
from the BJP.

He added that the draft code of
conduct would be placed before a
meeting of NDA leaders, who
would then accept the code after
making any changes they may
wish to.

Once the leaders of the NDA
were to accept the code, naturally
the NDA would expect all mem-
bers, all Members of Parliament
of the parties constituting the
NDA to fall in line.

But this is an argument that
certainly does not appeal to most
MPs, no matter what their leaders
may have in mind. How can the
rights of MPs to raise issues on
public importance be curtailed

‘code of conduct

sirfiply because it may not suit a
ruling party? Moreover, MPs of
these parties will naturally be
guided by their own leaders who
may be (many of them are) out-
side Parliament.

Other MPs pointed out that
even the party leading the coali-
tion had consider the directions
from the RSS, and that “this
mother organisation”” of the BJP
could not be reined in by any
code of conduct.

It is emphasised that the NDA
has not yet been consulted on the
PMK’s “re-entry” into the alli-
ance, though the Prime Minister
himself stated this would be done,
nor has the issue of a possible ‘‘re-
entry” of the Trinamool Congress
come up at any meeting. No NDA
party was consulted on Mr. Ajit
Singh’s entry into the Cabinet. Is
his party the Rashtriya Lok Dal
now a member of the NDA? No-
body knows.
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“Sena stays

‘away from
< NDA
| ”)(%neeting

© STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

' NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. — The
Shiv Sena has kept the BJP and
' its allies guessing by boycotting
* today’s NDA meeting and call-
ing a press conference, to be ad-
dressed by Mr Bal Thackeray,
' in Mumbai tomorrow.

The Sena chief doesn’t for-

mally address the media very
. frequently. Hence, his decision
has set alarm bell ringing in
the NDA circles.

BJP leaders fear the Sena

. may announce withdrawal
. from the Cabinet, while con-
tinuing in the NDA,
' There gre-#rdfcations that the
~ chief may not take any
. action against Mr Sanjay Niru-
. pam (MP) who had hinted in
" the Rajya Sabha that some
PMO officials had played a role
in the UTI scam.

The Union power minister,
Mr Suresh Prabhu, was sched-
uled to attend the NDA meet-
ing, but he was told by Mr
Thackeray to abstain. Instead,
the Sena parliamentary party
held a meeting around the
same as the NDA meeting. This
may be a signal that the Sena
is not happy with the alliance.

The Sena mouthpiece, Saam-
na, today carried an editorial
expressing regret on Mr Niru-
pam’s behalf, It said the MP
himself would have apologised
had the Rajya Sabha func-
tioned normally.

There was, however, a signif-
icant twist in the party’s stand.
The paper said that when
charges were levelled against
Mr Vincent George, the CBI
raided his premises. The impli-
cation, NBA leaders said, was
that the Centre had ignored
Mr Nirupam’s allegations.

The Sena has reportedly taken
exception to the NDA'’s decision
to evolve a norm for the alliance
MPs. It's also “unhappy” with
Mr Yashwant Sinha and certain
PMO officials and is unlikely to
give up its reservations soon.

The Prime Minister may try
to mollify Mr Thackeray by of-
fering more ministerial berths
to his MPs. The Sena supremo
reportedly wants “meatier”
ministries for his men than
what they now have.

JEDRUINI-F ST ——

NDA leaders, however, said

that since some “important”
ministries, such as power and
heavy industry, are with the
Sena, it would be difficujt to
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4\ Resigned India\]\é

Hindi films have taught us that the best way to bring agound a
wayward son is for the mother to go on a fast-unto-death. Filled
with remorse, the son will do as told, including give up the girl he loves.
Emotional blackmail achieves wonders in politics too, as Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s resignation threat so usefully demonstrates. The prime
minister threw up his hands after a Shiv Sena MP publicly charged the
PMO with involvement in the on-going UTI scandal. Atalji had merely
to utter the word ‘resign’ for BJP parliamentarians to go into apology
mode. They beseeched him not even to think about the drastic step
Renunciation is part of the great Indian tradition. Unquestionec
though his moral standing was, Mahatma Gandhi played on people’
emotions each time he went on one of his innumerable fasts. Of course
not everybody can get away with this gentle art of moral arm-twisting
No less than Jawaharlal Nehru learnt this to his dismay when he tried t¢
protect Krishna Menon, then under attack for the Chinese debacle
When Nehru offered to resign rather than let go of Menon, some in his
own party indicated that they were prepared for the eventuality.
Finally Menon went and Nehru stayed. Mr Vajpayee has often been
compared to Nehru and much like him Mr Vajpayee too towers over
the party — and by extension the NDA — he leads. The Vajpayee-BJP
popularity gap has repeatedly come through in opinion polls, which
must explain why even the suggestion that the prime minister could go
causes the party to react in panic.

This is not the first time that Mr Vajpayee has offered to step down.
He did so in the immediate aftermath of the Babri Masjid demolition.
Back then, the BJP was not in office, and indeed Mr Vajpayee was him-
self somewhat marginalised within the party. And yet, he has always
been something of a patriarch to the party, a part of the BJP’s history
and a witness to its many ups and downs. So a BJP without Mr Vajpayee
was unthinkable even at that time. Once the NDA was formed, of
course, Mr Vajpayee became the pivot around which the constituents
hung. Littie wonder then that each time he had a run-in with the sangh
parivar, Mr Vajpayee would unieash his brahmastra — the threat of res-
ignation. And inevitably, Mr Vajpayee’s critics would be silenced. It is
too early to say whether Mr Vajpayee has once again effectively dealt
with the growing unrest in the NDA. There have been far too many
things going wrong with the government, starting with the state of the
economy and the long list of financial scams of which US-64 is only the
latest. It has also been obvious for sometime now that politicians enjoy
immunity of the kind not available to ordinary citizens, and this includes

~ high-profile businessmen. Governments that quite happily jail a Rajan

Pillai or an L. M Thapar, will themselves be found to be involved in
scams without anyone having to take responsibility. And when the
pressure grows, one minister or another merely needs to brandish th
weapon of resignation to wash off his sins. It’s perhaps time thos
office thought of the verdict that might await them in the ‘pe
court’ — the highest court of judgment by their own reckoning,

le’s
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- PMK returns to NDA

WA

NEW DELHI, JULY 25. Five months after it quit the rulin;
combination at the Centre, the Pattali Makkal Katch;
{PMK) today returned to the National Democratic Al-
liance. The return of the PMK which has five MPs in
the Lok Sabha was announced by the NDA convenor,
Mr. George Fernandes, here this evening after the
PMK chief, Dr. S. Ramadoss, and the MPs called on
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee. The meeting
lasted 30 minutes.

By Our Special Correspondent w1th its two Central Mlmsters, Mr. N. T Shanmugam
and Mr. E. Ponnuswamy, resigning from the Council
of Ministers. On the question of seeking berth in the
Ministry, Mr. Ponnuswamy told The Hindu that the

matter was left to the Prime Minister.

The PMK pulled out of the NDA ahead of the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections and later had an under-
standing with the AIADMK. As the PMK’s aspirations
of coming to power in Pondicherry were dashed after
the polls, it once again started moving towards the
NDA.

A statement from the NDA convenor said that Dr. With the return of the PMK, the NDA has reclaimed
Ra.n}adoss had expres_sed the desue. of the PMK to part of its strength that got depleted between Febru-
rejoin the NDA. As chairman of the alliance, the Prime ary and March this year when both the PMK and the
Minister welcomed them. Earlier, Dr. Ramadoss and  prinamool Congress snapped their links with the alli-
his MPs called on Mr. Fernandes. ance. Meanwhile, the NDA acquired a new constitu-

The PMK had quit the NDA on February 5 this year  ent in Mr. Ajit Singh’s Rashtriya Lok Dal last SU}day.
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/ ONLY AN EXPRESSION OF DISPLEASURE: FERNANDES

NDA to kee

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, JULY 11. The ruling
National Democratic Alliance
this evening decided 1o keep
away from the Pakistani High
Commmissioner’s “high tea’ for
Gen. Pervez Musharraf here on
July 14. Interpreting the
invitation for the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference as an
attempt to project the
conglomerate as the sole
representative voice of Jammu
and Kashmir, the NDA decided
it was “unacceptable” and as
“an expression of displeasure”
the ruling alliance constituents
would not attend the reception.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, presided over
the meeting. The rationale
behind the decision was
explained by the convener, Mr.
George Fernandes. According to
him, the Pakistani High
Commissioner had opted not to
invite anyone else from Jammu
and Kashmir, not even any
representative of the elected
Government in the State; this
was seen as a calculated move
to accord to the Hurriyat a
status, which was unacceptable
to the political leadership (as
different from the Government).

Mr. Fernandes cautioned that
the NDA’s decision should
neither be seen as a “‘snub” nor
as a “boycott”, but just “an
expression of displeasure, if at
all”. Mr. Fernandes pointed out
that the Government of India
was the host for the Pakistani
President’s visit, and there
would be no dilution in respect
and protocol for the visiting
head of state. He also hoped the

boycott of the ““tea party” would

not overshadow the summit.

The NDA convener refused to
ask the Opposition parties to
stay away from the “tea party”.
Mr. Fernandes clarified his
remarks yesterday (in Lucknow
where he thought it was all right
to attend the reception) as his
personal view. The irony is that
so far only Mr. Fernandes and
Ms. Jaya Jaitly are understood to
be the sole NDA functionaries to
have received the invitation.

According to information
available with the NDA leaders,
except Mr. Jagmohan, all other
six MPs from the capital are
believed to be on the invitation
list. Also on the list are believed
to be Mr. L. K. Advani (in the

category of political leaders),and
Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, BJP
president. From the Government
side, those invited are the
External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, the Foreign
Secretary, the Joint Secretary
(Pakistan), the chief protocol
officer, and two directors on the
Pakistan desk in the Ministry of
External affairs. However, Mr.
Singh is most unlikely to put in
an appearance at the High
Commissioner’s party as he
would be leaving for Agra in the
afternoon of July 14.

M. Vajpayee is understood to
have briefed the NDA leaders on
the nature of the proposed talks
with the visiting President. Apart

Congress rethink on

p off tea party

from the Kashmir issue, other
items of the agenda couldjbe
trade, cultural relations ard
terrorism. The Prime Minjster
also told the NDA partne
about the confidence- building
measures initiated by the
Government in the last few
days.

Mr. Fernandes revealed that
the Prime Minister had decided
to include the External Affairs
Minister, the Home Minister,
the Commerce Minister and the
Finance Minister in the official
delegation for the summit.
Asked with whom these
Ministers would interact, he said
they would be in Agra to advise
the Prime Minister.

invitation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 11. It seems that
some BJP leaders started shout-
ing too early and too loudly
that they would not attend the
“tea-party” being hosted by the
Pakistan High Commissioner,
Mr. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, for till
this evening none of the party
leaders had been invited — al-
though some names are sup-
posedly on a list’.

At the all-party meeting
called by the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, on July 9, the
BJP representative, Mr. V.K.
Mathotra, had said that his par-
tymen would not attend the
“tea” to protest against the in-
vitations sent out to some Hur-
riyat leaders in spite of India
letting Pakistan know this was
not to its lildng.

But Mr. Malhotra confirmed

today that so far he had not re-
ceived any invitation. In fact,
party president, Mr. Jana Krish-
namurthi, said (when asked)
that “no BJP leader had as yet
received an invitation.” Would
he go to the party which was
being thrown in honour of the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf? Mr. Krishnamur-
thi's response was that he had
no invitation and if and when
he got one, he would decide.
But Mr. Malhotra was clear. No
one from the party would go.
And another party leader, na-
tional secretary, Mr. Mukhtar
Abbas Nagqvi, also stated today
that he would not go (he too
has no invitation).

Leaders of other parties have
confirmed that they have re-
ceived invitations, and given
this it seemed rather odd that
the BJP leaders had been left

out. It has been suggested that
since they said they would not
go, they were not invited.

The Congress tonight said
that it would review its decision
to send some of its representa-
tives to the party. Reacting to
the NDA’s decision to stay ¢
away, Conress Working Com/
mittee member, Mr. Natwar
Singh, said his party would take
a fresh look into the matter in
the wake of the development.
He told The Hindu that Gen.
Musharaff “was not taking into
account the sensitivity of the
hest nation”, by insisting on
the inclusion of the Hurriyat
and the exclusion of all other
representatives from Jammu
and Kashmir. “This does not |
augur well for his visit, and
Congress party will take
sion in keeping with
al sentiments on gife matter”.
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NDA plans step-b

3-N®)

Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, Jyjv 2

THE NDA Coordination Commit-
tee today failed to reach a con-
sensus on clamping Central rule
in Tamil Nadu, but recommend-
ed “stern action” against the Jay-
alalithaa Government to make it
fall in line. But at the same time,
it suggested that the Centre
should adopt a “step-by-step
approach”.

The NDA will press for with-
drawal of all cases against jailed
DMK chief M Karunanidhi,
Murasoli Maran and T R Baalu
and not rest content with the
release of the two Union Minis-
ters alone.

Till today, the detention of the
two ministers was the only rea-
son for the NDA to clamour for
Article 356 in Tamil Nadu. But,
the consensus that emerged from
today’s deliberations was that
short of withdrawal of cases, the

i /l' -
Centre should not calm down.

Today’s meeting left little
scope for an early end to the con-
flict with Jayalalithaa. Tomor-
row, the Union Cabinet meets to
mull ways of tightening the
screw on the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment. The idea is to invoke
the right constitutional provi-
sions to force the AIADMK Gov-
ernment to revoke the cases
against the arrested leaders,
release DMK supporters and end
media curbs.

Senior BJP leaders said they
‘believed the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister could be pressured into
dropping the cases. For, the
nationwide outrage caused by the
brutal treatment of Karunanidhi
had left her isolated.

" The NDA gameplan envisages
the Cabinet invoking Article 258,
which allows the Centre to pass
an executive order binding on
the State. The Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment would then have to fol-

-step J ayzlt/clan\@down

low a particular course of action ?s/ette released Aby the police,

desired by the Centre.

Option two deals with invok-
ing Article 355. This too makes it
mandatory for the State to abide
by the Centre’s directives. Fail-
ing which, President’s rule can
be clamped under Article 356.

The issue is not just the
release of Karunanidhi and the
two Union Ministers. It is also
about withdrawal of all “false
and fraudulent cases against
them, NDA convener George Fer-
nandes said. Fernandes headed a
fact-finding mission to Chennai
yesterday.

In what appeared to be a swift
damage control effort, 14
AJADMK leaders, headed by the
State Law Minister today
reached the capital and present-
ed their version of the recent
events in Chennai. They called
on President K R Narayanan and
Law Minister Arun Jaitley. They
brought along with them a video-

hich claimed that the Union
inisters had provoked the trou-
ble.

The Union Law Minister told
the AIADMK team that there was
no choice before Jayalalithaaa
but to drop the cases. The Centre
wouldn’t allow a state of consti-
tutional anarchy in which Union
Ministers or former Chief Minis-
ters could be arrested by State
Governments.

However, the ATADMK
leaders stood their ground. Jay-
alalithaa was not seeking a “com-
promise” deal with New Delhi,
they said.

Fernandes later disagreed that
there were differences among
NDA partners on dismissing the
Jayalalithaa Government.
“Everybody wants stern action.
The NDA team to Chennai saw
merit in the demand for invoking

Article 356 to save demogracy in
Tamil Nadu.” /opa
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE %f\ Q) Al fo
" NEW DELHI, June 18. — Rumblings

within the NDA have intensified over the

extension of Centre’s ceasefire with the
' NSCN-IM beyond the Nagaland borders.
: The violence in Manipur has posed a seri-
ous challenge to the Centre, especially the
home ministry, besides exposing it to all-
© round criticism. .
Mr George Fernandes today iterated the
i Samata’s opposition to the decision to
. bring Nagaland’s neighbouring states
within the ceasefire’s ambit. “Why only Sa-
mata, all political groups, not only in Man-
ipur but other states, were opposed to it ...
Even the chief ministers of some states
have voiced their concern over it.” .

He called for “serious efforts” to dispel ap-
prehensions in the minds of the people over
the decision and check violence in Manipur.
i “I'm of the opinion that peace should be
J given a chance but only after consulting all

parties concerned,” Mr Fernandes said.
He, however, felt an NDA meeting could
not be called now because the Prime Min-
ister is away from Delhi. He didn’t repeat
his party’s earlier demand for an all-party
meeting.

Another NDA partner, JD-U, favoured a
review of the decision even as the BJP is
desperate trying damage-control exercises.
The party today urged the government to
ensure that the ceasefire doesn’t affect
Manipur’s territorial integrity or that of
any other north-eastern states.

Calling for a review of the ceasefire’s
frame-work, the party spokesman Mr Mo-
han Prakash said the Centre should order
security forces to retaliate if the NSCN ac-
tivists attack tribals in Manipur or Naga-
nominated areas of other states.

Mr Prakash, unlike his party colleagues,
didn’t blame the Centre for the situation or
demand an all-party or NDA meeting to
discuss the issue. .

in trouble over N-E ceasefire

" “We're in the government and the plat-
form of the Cabinet meeting is available to
our representatives to discuss the matter”.
Mr Prakash blamed “some parties which
instigated the matter by going overboard”.
He said: “The Samata Party didn’t main-
tain the kind of restrain expected from a
ruling ally”.

One of the reasons for the trouble, he
said, was the absence of an elected govern-
ment in the state.

Meanwhile, a troubled BJP today said
the ceasefire’s extension beyond Nagaland
“won’t compromise with Manipur's territo-
rial integrity.”

The party general secretary, Mr Sunil
Shastri, denied there was a “hidden agen-
da” behind the decision. “The BJP would
like to state that speculations in this re-
gard are totally unfounded and there is no
plan to divest any portion of Manipur or
any other state and include them in Naga-

tHE STATESRA:



oad 13977 Suoxms epapasu Ajaed 9l eyl pal joowieULL] 9yl 8dojaq dwn -38933ns ‘uonouny oy} ik 1usssad
o) 13y 03 dn-1es reuonjesIURSIO  -JTWIpe pUe ‘“YAN 94l 03 pauanial  Jo Joijewr v isnf sem 31 Jeyl pe  OS[e sem OUm IB{IeS . '2pioap 0}

-Aepsiny ] Uuo UORLS UEN(] B4 JO UONEINENEL] BUL 1B JeWNY} YSIIN Jalsiulin Aem|iey

SIWLL NVASNANIH/ALYCBYERYHI YYANYHENS

way3 03 dn s3] 1810 |des 0] 9S00
£83S 0] 1UBM SAA,, deNIeS Weliyg
JIAN joowBULL], poInsse Osie o
LJeaninorade uo 9BIIUD
-uoo prnod 1 1 Addey aq pmom
pue AJISTUI]N Aemiiey oYy 03
uo Suiyole| ur isa.1aul Jeuostad
Aue aaey 3, U0p [ "UOTIUSIIE SI0UW
SPaaU YoIuM ‘armymotide uo a1eny
-Usdu0d 03 3yl pinom 1ing ‘jsod
18 WOJ} Pausd(sal BjeWRN 80Uls
I noLI3y Ylm Buote sAemirey
a3 jo Ayjiqisuodsal pappe oy
pIoy 1sn{ 1, ‘pres osfe sy "pajjey
aq jou pinom adexord [eduldg
18 jo 3red se eyewiel AQ Paioowt
s1oefoad oY) 1eU) paansse osfe Jnq
10Ss92apaad Siy jsurede prom o3
-UIS € paJalin A{UO 10U JIS)STULIA
Aempiey jualImd 9y Aepoy,
AUS2X [[1} I8pEa]
oowreuLL], 94} JIsulesde aqlriierp
9Y1 PO J[AsWIIY JeuINy 98Nedaq
0§ 3J0oWl ‘Uanjal s ejeulen
01 9fpany] JolewW & 8q pinom Ajxed
eleweg ayl jey) pray Afferauss
ST 11 1Y) 10B] 9l USAL3 80urdl
-JIUSTS SoWNSSE JUSWIOIEIS AY],
. HIBq S8WIod ays
11 Addey aq pinom 1,, ‘pres ay Aem
-iey uwJalsed yinog Jo U01309s
JndSeaey3-yIemoH 83 Ut ueng
je uonels ey e 3uneinsneur
I8V USISTUIIN Aem{ley Se V(N
ay3 03 ¥Woeq Aem I3 UO 9q [[em
ST asfistieg BIBWERIN ey}
paiury Aepol YvINQAY HSLLIN

fv4 BT aung ‘(undSpiny3punncy
uressoy qayey

/(N 0} LINOI RIBLURT] 12 SUIY YSTHN

B

™E HINDUST A



Mixed response
to NDA return

mmwmmyﬂ

June 2: Trinamul Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee’s bonhomie
with Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has evoked a mixed re-
sponse, with the Biju Janata Dal
wanting her to rejoin the NDA
and the Bengal BJP opposing her
reinduction into the coalition.
The Bengal BJP has come out
strongly against the reinduction
of Mamata Banerjee into the

- NDA. Reacting to the one-on-one

meeting between Mamata and
Vajpayee yesterday, West Ben-
gal BJP vice-president Muzaffar
Khan Said: “On the same day she
has a one-to-one meeting with
the Prime Minister and a similar
one with the Congress President.
What does she want to prove —
that she is indecisive or playinga
bigger game? She cannot take us
for aride.”

Mamata is seeking a reinduc-
tion into the NDA for the “limit-
ed” purpose of securing a Cabi-
net berth, he said.

- “She is dying to get back into
power just to prove to her MPs
and MLASs that she still matters
somewhere. She ditched us be-
fore the elections and went along
with the Congress thinking she
will become the chief minister
with their support. But when
that gameplan failed she wants
to come back to the NDA,” the
BJP leader said.

Khan stressed that the rank
axid file in Bengal was opposed to
Mamata's return to the NDA for
two reasons: “First, we recently
fought against each other and tr-
adéd abuses during the poll cam-
paign. Second, the elections pro-
ved that the Congress gained mu-
chiimore from the alliance with
Mamata while her party’s per-
formance was nothing to write

/ \ home ;ﬁ So what is

' hype about Mamata be:
only real opposition to the Left"”

The BJP leader felt that if
Mamata came back to the NDA it
would hamper the party’s gro-
wth in Bengal. “We should build.
a base on our own rather than
ride on Mamata’s back all the
time. We should not demoralise
our cadre again,” he said.

Khan said he had conveyed
the state unit’s “sentiments” to
BJP vice-president in charge of
Bengal Kailashpati Mishra.

However, Union minister for
steel B.K. Tripathi and BJD MP
from Puri, said in Midnapore
today that his party — a con-
stituent of the NDA — would sup-
port Mamata’s re~entry mto the
coalition.

“Mamata Banerjee will get
support from the BJD if she

“wants to come back to the NDA.

We have nothing to say against
her,” Tripathi said.

The BJD leader described Ma-
mata as a “good Parliamentari-
an and successful railway minis-
ter”. “We were a bit hurt when
Orissa was neglected in this ye-
ar’s railway budget in terms of
new trains. However, some tra- |
ins, introduced by her, are run-
ning through the state,” he said.

Expressing happiness over
Mamata’s meeting with Vajpay-
ee yesterday, the minister show-
ered praises on her for her hon-
esty and determination. “She is
an honest and courageous lady
who can calla spade a spade. She
will be an asset to the NDA if she
is taken back,” he said. o

Referring to the industrial
climate in Bengal under the new
government led by Bud
Bhattacharjee, Tripathj
there would be some)

changes”.
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HE main objective of
the BJP after the
debacle in the
Assembly elections in
the five states is to try and
make the National Demo-
cratic Alliance government
secure against a possible bid
by the Congress for power at
the Centre.
The NDA managers plan a
ministry reshuffle in June to
parade new allies and will
try to prick the Opposition
balloon.

arvaas

However any such attempt
is unlikely to give stability to
the ruling coalition unless it
is able to keep the Telugu
Desam (29 members in the
Lok Sabha) in good humour
and ensure that it does not
walk out despite attractive
propositions from the rival
camp.

To succeed, the .Opposition
has to work out a formula
whereby . the TDP, the Sa-
majwadi Party, the Bahujan
Samaj- Party and the
AJADMK join forces to topple
the NDA. ‘

An alliance of the Congress
and the Left will not help.
First, the Opposition will
have to offer an attractive
proposition to the TDP,
which has established itself
as a tough bargainer. Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee’s repeated attempt to

persuade the TDI% th fbin the

government has failed.

No one knows N ‘Ghandra-
babu- Naidu’s mind except
that he has been positioning
himself well by taking mea-
sured steps during crises.

He has been able to project
himself as an information
technology chief minister,
setting an example.

Mr Naidu will not settle for
anything less than the post
of Prime Minister and that,
too, when he is sure of sup-
port from all anti-NDA
forces.

The plank of secularism and |
unity of the secular forces ..
.will not work with him. He

has proved the secular cards
wrong by winning Assembly
elections in alliance with the
BJP. The TDP is comfortable
with the NDA,

Can the shrewd Harkishen

NDA TALLY IN LOK SABHA

As on 8 March 2001
cies flve whlch included

Political pundits feel the ruling combine
at the Centre will fall if the Congress
“makes a serious bid for power and the
Opposition unites in the name of
secularism. To thwart any such attempt,
NDA managers are likely to have a show
of strength when members of the new
alhes are inducted in the government in
June, writes SUDESH K VERMA

Singh Surjeet persuade the
Congress to accept him as
Prime Minister for the sake
of political survival? This
leads to the other question
whether the Congress will be
prepared to

support a leader outside the
party as the Prime Minister.
The BJP has no answer to
this, should such an even-
tuality arise. Some BJP
ministers in the government
sincerely hope Mr Naidu will
not resort to adventurism at
the Centre and instead try to
concentrate on Andhra
Pradesh.

But one cannot be certain.
He may ask one of his
nominees to take over as
chief minister and agree to
go to the Centre. After all, a
third term for the TDP in the
state is almost ruled out.
One BJP minister meekly
said that in that case, the
BJP prefers to support him
as a prime ministerial can-
didate rather than allow the
Opposition to take over.

This proposition has few
takers as it repudiates the
BJP’s much-touted theory
that for the success of a
coalition, the single-largest
party must form the nucleus.
Political pundits speculate
that the NDA will fall if the
Congress makes a serious bid

for power and the Opposition

unites in the name of
secularism. )

They argue that the Cong-
ress was not serious after the
Tehelka exposé as it wanted
to test the political waters in
the Assembly elections and
this postponed the NDA’s

downfall.

The Assembly election
results are sure to boost the
Opposition and pitchfork its
confidence. Contrary to exit
poll results, the  AIADMK
has secured a two-thirds
majority in Tamil Nadu, as

also the Left Front in West
Bengal. The Congress has
secured the same in Kerala.
The BJP had faintly hoped
that the results in Assam
and Tamil Nadu might turn
in its favour.

Hence the BJP’s attempt to
deny that the elections were
in anyway a commentary on
the performance of the
Central government.

At best, it could be inter-
preted as the anti-incum-
bency factor against the
respective ~state’ govern-
ments, said Union Minister
M Venkaiah Naidu.

Even the defeat at Tiru-
chirapalli, held by the late
PR Kumaramangalam of the
BJP, is being explained away
as the general wave against
the DMK government. The
BJP is putting up a brave

‘face. Some soul searching is

called for.

‘Mr Vajpayee has challenged
the Opposition to bring down
the government if they have
the numbers. His statement,
however, has given credence
to the speculation that poli-
tical players in Delhi are

actively trying to destabilise

the NDA combine.

Mr Vajpayee’s confidence
emanates from the contra-
dictions within the anti-NDA
forces. While thé NDA is
counting on the antagonism
between the Congress and
the Samajwadi Party and
between Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and ATADMK
supremo J Jayalalitha, it is
also trying to shore up the
NDA’s numbers through
defections in the Trinamul
Congress and the Rashtriya
Janata Dal.

The power of Mr Surjeet’s
persuasive skill will be put to
test when he attempts to
bring Mrs Gandhi and Sa-
majwadi Party chief Mula-

'Flock management
J,mNDA’s prime task

despite mutual dislike.

For this, the Congress may
have to leave the political
space in Uttar Pradesh to Mr
Yadav, whose.main aim at
present is to re-establish his
political authority when the
state goes to polls early next
year.

This may help him win more
numbers in the Lok Sabha
elections later and keep alive
his ambition of ' becoming
Prime Minister.

The Samajwadi Party’s
victory in the Lok Sabha by-
election in Shahjahanpur,
which fell vacant after the
death of senior Congress
leader Jitendra Prasada is
certain to further boost Mr
Yadav’s confidence and may
call for a Congress rethink,
The only bottleneck would
be Mr Yadav’s opposition to
Mrs Gandhi because of her
foreign descent. The Left has
dropped this point in the
name of fighting communal-
ism.

Can the Left then persuade
Mr Yadav to do’ likewise?
Nationalist Congress Party
leader Sharad Pawar did,
after all, forgot differences on
the issue to form an NCP-

Congress government in
Maharashtra. -
However, an Opposition

grouping that includes the
Samajwadi party may bring
the Bahujan Samaj Party (14
MPs) closer to the NDA as
both are fighting each other
for the crucial minority votes
in Uttar Pradesh.

Even if the BSP does not
join, it would prefer to ab-
stain during voting. The
possibility of the SP and the
BSP joining hands in Uttar
Pradesh seems unlikely in
the near future.

BJP leaders calculate that it
will be difficult for the
ATADMK and the Congress
to join hands because of the
antagonism between the two
chiefs.

"Miss  Jayalalitha  has
publicly - ridiculed Mrs
Gandhi’s foreign origin, one
senior party leader argued.
To counter the Opposition’s
attempt to dislodge the NDA,
its managers are likely to
have a show of strength
when members of the new
allies are inducted in the
government in June.

The Rashtriya Lok Dal (two
members) of Ajit Singh is

for the Uttar Pradesh

elections —
Yadav together;—as well. So is it a near

yam Singh Yadav to

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee has challenged the Opposition to
bring down the government if they have the numbers.

certainty about four of the
Trinamul Congress members
and three of the Rashtriya

Janata Dal members
following the RLD.

The NDA is trying to
persuade the NCP (8

members) to join it. However,
no equation with the NCP is
possible at the cost of the
Shiv Sena which has 15
members in.the Lok Sabha.
And the NCP, which shares
power with the Congress in
Maharashtra, will any day
find it easier to support the
Congress at the natlonal
level as well.

The NDA had the support of
307 (see tally) members in
the Lok Sabha before the
announcement of the As-
sembly elections.

This included outside sup-
port of the TDP (29), the
Indian National Lok Dal (5)
and three Independents.
After desertions by the
Trinamul Congress (9), the
PMK (5) and the MDMK (4)
the numbers came down by
18. The NDA is not counting
out the PMK and the MDMK
yet because their leaders
enjoy personal rapport with
the Prime Minister. A split in

the Trinamul
slated to join the government Congress will ensure that
as the BJP needs Mr Singh /;l‘lylﬁe)A number is down

érely by five, if four of them
join the coalition. Tughlaq
editor Cho Ramaswamy, who

is close to the BJP leaders,
the PMK and the MDMK,
may persuade the AIADMK
(11 after the victory at
Tiruchirapalli) not to oppose
the NDA.

NDA managers are ap-
parently keen on ensuring
that the cases against her

are diluted if that is the price.

for stability. A BJP minister,
however, ruled out the

NDA seeking ‘open support
of the AIADMK.

This may lead to a new
equation in Tamil Nadu.
DMK chief M Karunanidhi
may be angered by an
informal arrangement bet-
ween the BJP and the
AIADMK but his exit from
the NDA will reduce the
number by two more as he
has 12 MPs to the AIADMK’s
11.

So, the total loss to the NDA
on account of the Trinamul
Congress and the DMK will
be six (five + one).

The actual loss will be just

one as the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(2) and the RJD split group
(3) are expected to join the
coalition.

And there will always be the
BSP with 14, to reduce the

magic figure by abstalnmg .

during voting.

(The author is Sped
Representative, The Sta.e:
man, New Delhi.)
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BJP will block Mamata return to NDA

Gautam Chaudhuri ’\z\(\/ﬁ\ c
Kolkata, May 18 u\ :
THE STATE BJP is ready to g)&
front the central leadership if
fresh attempts are made to bring
back Mamata Banerjee to the
NDA.

The party State unit has taken
strong exception to the statement
of NDA convener George Fer-
nandes that Mamata Banerjee is
welcome back to the NDA fold.
Union Minister and Mamata-
baiter Tapan Sikdar made it
clear that they were willing to re-
accommodate the Trinamool
Congress into the NDA but
minus Mamata.

Sikdar now away in Delhi is in
constant touch with rebel Tri-
namool MP Ajit Panja. The party
pins great faith on the develop-
ment and looks hopeful that

Panja would be able to coax a few
other Trinamool MPs to his side
causing a vertical split in the Tri-
namool.

Sikdar maintained that it
would be politically naive to woo
Mamata back to the NDA after
the way she left the NDA on a
flimsy excuse and crossed over to
the rival Congress camp. The
Minister feels it was entirely
because of her that the anti-Left
forces had lost a great chance to
unseat the Left Front Govern-
ment simply because Congress
in West Bengal had lost its politi-
cal credibility and acceptance to
the people.

State BJP leaders say the elec-
tion results in West Bengal prove
it clearly that the Congress-Tri-
namool tie-up was far less accept-
able to the electorate than the
Trinamool-BJP combine.

“We hit the nail on the head
and our predictions were right.
And Mamata was proved wrong.
She hoped she would emerge a
powerful force if the Congress
votes were with her. She now pre-
sides over the ruins of the Tri-
namool, while the moribund
Congress has been given a fresh
lease of life,” said party
spokesman Muzaffar Khan.

Khan was confident that if the
Congress would have been on its
own, it could not have secured
more than 10 seats in this Assem-
bly poll. “It would have faced a
certain rout if it would not have
ridden piggyback on Trinamool.
The Congress might have done
well only in its traditional
strongholds Murshidabad and
Malda and that, too, because of
personal influence base of Con-
gress MPs Adhir Chowdhury and

A B A Ghani Khan Chowdhury,”
Khan explained.

But by tying up with the Tri-
namool, the Congress notched up
26 seats, but it spelt doom for the
Trinamool. Khan felt if Mamata
continued her alliance with the
BJP, majority of the Congress
votes would have certainly come
over to the alliance and the Con-
gress would have been margin-
alised in this State.

“She would have to pay the
price for political chicanery. It
would be no surprise if the Con-
gress starts dictating terms with
the Trinamool and tries to weak-
en the Trinamool further by woo-
ing its ML As into the party fold,”
said Khan. But the BJP is not
ready to give too much impor-
tance to its pathetic show. Kha
said it was inevitable when the
electorate becomes polariseg.




rinamul still part of

«*/NDA, says Panja

| UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

. NEW DELHI, May 20. - Reb-
i el Trinamul leader, Mr Ajit
Panja today lashed out at par-
ty chief, Miss Mamata Bane-
| rjee, saying she was “erratic,
i whimsical and slow in making
up her mind.” He also said
i Trinmul was still very much
part of the NDA.
' Mr Panja criticised Miss
Banerjee’s statements after
the party’s poor showing in
the West Bengal Assembly
polls. “Her statement is the
last nail in the Trinamul’s eof-
' fin and unless withdrawn, it
© will be vetry bad for the party.
. There is a process (of register-
ing protest), there is the High
Court, the Election Commis-
! sion and the Supreme Court,”
i he said.
i Mr Panja, however, ruled
out any split in the party in
the wake of his differences
with Miss Banerjee. The Tri-
namul continued to be part of
the NDA, he said. “We were
very much part of the NDA
and continue to be. There is no
question of coming back.”
The Trinamul leader also
~7ad out his expulsion from

the party saying “why should
there be a split. I am one of
the founders of the party.
There is no question of my ex-
pulsion because nobody has

Mr Ajit Panja

the power to expel me.”

Asked. if he would resign
from the party, he replied in
the negative.

Mr Panja said the NDA con-
venor, Mr George Fernandes
had also confirmed that there
was no formal letter from Ms
Banerjee about severing ties
with the NDA. Ms Banerjee

THE STATESMAN
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had signed a letter on 15

March reposing full faith in
Prime Minister Mr Atal Be- :

hari Vajpayee’s leadership. .

After that there had been no
letter from her.
Mr Panja said Mr Fernandes

had invited him to attend the
NDA meeting tomorrow but

he had expressed his inability .
because he had to leave for |

Kolkata to attend a Trinamul
party meeting.

On the invitation to the Tri- .

namul meeting, Mr Panja

said, “I welcome it. It proves ,

democracy is returning to the
party.”

tion.

Asked if he would attend the |

next NDA meeting, Mr Panja
said he would participate pro-

vided he was given at least 48

hours notice.

Mr Panja, who met Prime
Minister Mr Vajpayee here
yesterday, said he had dis-
cussed the issues of develop-

ment in West Bengal and the °

food-for-oil programme with
Iraq, which he had taken up

with Iraqi President, Mr Sad- .
dam Hussain during his ten-

ure as minister.

He, however, said he .
was still processing the invita- :



4(DA meet to review
“poll setback today

By Neena Vyas |

NEW DELHI, MAY 20. Leaders of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) will meet at the Prime Min-
ister’s residence tomorrow eve-
ning to review the political
situation in the aftermath of the
adverse electoral results in the re-
cent Assembly polls.

Though the leadership has
been maintaining that the results
will have no bearing on the Cen-
tre’s stability, the impression that
| the NDA is on the decline has
| gained ground, and this will have
its own repercussions.

The mecting has been called
taking advantage of the expected
presence of Chief Ministers here

tomorrow for the conference on
" agricultural issues related to the
impact of the WTO.

Though the expansion of the
NDA by taking on board some
more partners has been talked
about, it has not been discussed
formally. The meeting will enable
the Prime Minister to sound his
coalition partners out on the pro-
spects of a larger NDA.

When the BJP entered into an
alliance with the Asom Gana Par-
ishad in Assam, it was announced
that the AGP would also join the
NDA at the Centre. The BJP has
also been trying to strike a deal
with the Rashtriya Lok Dal of Mr.
Ajit Singh in Uttar Pradesh, a
move being strongly opposed by
Mr. Om Prakash Chautala of the
Indian National Lok Dal which is
already in the NDA. It is also hop-
ing for splits in the Trinamool
Congress and the Rashtriya Jana-

{)/\ MU 2
ta Dal. Naturally,‘all these wolld-
be entrants would expect tHeir
share of seats in the Cabinet. The
timing of the much-talked-about +
Cabinet expansion is being lin

to the concretisation of develop-
ments in the Trinamool, the RJD
and the RLD.

Yet another subject of concern
is the irritation that has crept into
the relations between the BJP and
the Samata Party in connection
with developments in Manipur.
Significantly, this matter could
come to a head tomorrow when
the Manipur Chief Minister is
scheduled to seek a vote of confi-
dence. - - :

With Mr. George Fernandes,
Samata Party leader, continuing
to be the NDA convener, the Ma-
nipur developments if not han-
dled with care could spell more
trouble for the BJP.

The growing concern of region-
al parties and State leaders over |
the impact of the WTO, especially |
on agriculture, which has in turn
led to dissatisfaction among
farmers could also figure at the
meeting. This factor is being cited
as the reason for the poor electo-
ral performance of some of the
ruling parties in the States.

The bottomline is that after the
disastrous poll results for the
NDA, the Prime Minister can no
longer afford to take his partners
for granted, and this would call
for more frequent consultations.
The meeting will also be an op-
portunity for the Prime Minister
to interact with his coalition part-
ners before he goes in for surgery
on his right knee in early June

ox
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_Samata, Chautala

threaten to snap
wiﬂrND

links

’
Our Political Bureau Q) ¢
NEW DELHI 20 MAY

TROUBLE SEEMS to be brewing
for the BJP from several fronts
with the Samata Party making it
clear that it will not be satistied
with anything less than an uncon-
ditional support for Manipur chief
minister Radha Binod Koijam in
Monday’s confidence vote and the
Haryana chief minister Om
Prakash Chautala threatening to
end his ties with the
BJP if Mr Ajit Singh
was accommodated
in the NDA.

Prime Minister
Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who has
stepped in to defuse
tensions in the
NDA, met George
Ferandes and
promised necessary
political interven-
tion to save the
Koijam govern-
ment. The BJP, which was refusing
to back Koijam in the face of a
threat of desertions from the party,
too admitted lack of options before
it. “We have had discussion with

' Samata leader George Fernandes.
We will not form the government.
We will support them in the confi-
dence motion,” an agency report
quoting BJP president Jana
Krishnamurty said.

The Manipur government had
plunged into a crisis after some
dissident BJP, NCP and Federal
Party of Manipur MLAs wanted a
change of leadership. The BJP is
the biggest formation in the 60-
member Assembly with 25 MLAs.
The Samata Party has 12 MLAs,
MSCP 12, Manipur People's Party
one, Janata Dal (secular) one and
one independent.

Although the BJP leadership,
sensing the mood in its legislature
group, had refused to issue a whip
to support Mr Koijam, there is a
-ealisation that such a decision can
dversely affect the relationship

vith the Samata Party. Mr

Chautala

N

Ferandes, who nfet ajpayee
and home minister L.K\ Advani, is
believed to have told the leaders
that his party will not daccept any-
thing short of an unconditional
backing to the Koijam govern-
ment.

But agreeing to the Samata
Party’s demand could have its
ramifications on the unity of the
BJP group in Manipur. Like all
other political outfits in small leg-
islatures, the BJP’s group is
also not seen as a cohesive
group and their impulses are
dictated by sharing of loaves
and fishes of office.

The belligerence on the

part of the Samata Party is
| seen as an expression of its
unhappiness  with  the
Vajpayee government.
Although the Prime Minister
and the home minister share
a good rapport with Mr
Fernandes, the party sus-
pects that the government is
in no hurry to speed up the
Tehelka probe and re-induct Mr
Fernandes into the Cabinet. Party
leaders cited speculations in the
media that Mr Fernandes could be
accommodated elsewhere and said
that it would be unacceptable to
the Samata Party.

There was trouble for the
BJP from another front on
Sunday: from the Indian National
Lok Dal.

The party’s chief and Haryana
chief minister Om Prakash
Chautala on Sunday told a rally in
Uttar Pradesh Kosi Kala that he
would have to reconsider support
to the Vajpayee government if his
bete noire in Jat politics and
Rashtriya Lok Dal leader Ajit(
Singh was inducted in the Union :
Cabinet. “It is for Mr Vajpaye~ to
decide who should join the gbv- .
ernment. But if Mr Ajit Singh is;
inducted in the Cabinet, we vill %:

<

forced to rethink about oy %ﬁ _
1. ‘q

Mr ¢

The Economic Time
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Samata may do a

l 1
Mamata,

throws

NDA into CIISIS

BJP volte face ousts Koijam gout.

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies
NEW DELHI: The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) is in
crisis yet again with the Samata
Party, which has 12 members in
parliament, threatening to pull out
of the alliance and terming the
BJP’s role in Manipur develop-
ments as the “final act of deceit”.
The Samata Party-led Manipur
government was defeated in a con-
fidence vote on Monday with 24 of
the 26 BJP ML As voting against it,
despite a whip reportedly issued by
the BJP to its members to support
the Radha Binod Koijam ministry.
While only one BJP member voted
for the government, another
abstained. The BJP has now staked
its claim to form the government.
On Monday evening, the Samata
Party’s national
executive went

MANIPUR MAELSTROM

NDA. But it was evident that the
Samata Party crisis as well as the
need immediately to sort out the
threat by Haryana chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala to pull out of
the NDA in case the Rashtriya Lok
Dal chief was made agriculture
minister would top the agenda.
Following  this, the Prime
Minister sent party MP Vijay Goel
and his aide Sudheendra Kulkarni
to the venue of the Samata Party
national executive meeting, which
is discussing the issue of continuing
support to the Vajpayee ministry, to
meet Samata leaders, especially Mr
Fernandes. They are expected to
make attempts to persuade Mr
Fernandes to ensure that the party
does not take any drastic action.
The Prime Minister’s concern
was understandable as earlier in
the day, Samata
spokesperson S.

into a huddle to Srivastava had
decide its future telimed the BJP’i
course of action. i ¥ role an “act o
At the time of b mmmmm betrayal” and
writing, Samata | BJP claimed so, says Samata | 5aid the fact that
sources indicated orson the topmost BJP
that while its | @ Fernandes stays away from leadership kept
minist(lers in the | * NDAmesting . gssurmgP the
centra overn- 5 amata Party in
ment—Ig\Iitish . WMNMM private andy in
Kumar, Digvijay party may not withdraw public that it
Singh and |~ support immediately would vote in -
Srinivasa owmmmmm favour of the
Prasad—would govt. trust motion
resign, the party k “only adds to the

itself was in two minds about with-
drawing support to the govern-
ment immediately.

A senior party leader said, “We
don’t want to sound unreasonable,
s0 we may just do it one step at a
time..although the way things are
going, we may eventually be forced
to withdraw support to the govern-
ment as well.although that may
not be today.” Simultaneously,
Samata Party leader George
Fernandes made it clear that he
would not attend the NDA meet-
ing that was scheduled for late
Monday evening, even though he
was its convenor.

The meeting, called by the Prime
Minister in his capacity as its chair-
person, was ostensibly to discuss
the outcome of the recent assembly
polls as well as to consider the pos-
sibility of new entries into the

gravxty of the betrayal”.

“This was the last thing the
Samata Party expected of the BJP
leadership,” he said, adding that
the development was “bound to
shake the confidence of the allies”.
He described the BJP’s reported
issuance of a whip to its members
as the “final act of deceit” and said
it was “truly amazing” that it was
issued through the media.

He said the MILAs who should
have received the three-line whip
had not received it. “We checked
from the lobby of the assembly
building. We have been told that no
whip was issued,” he said.

After the Pattali Makkal Katchi
and the Trinamul Congress quit the
NDA, the government was left
with a majority of 20. If the Samata
Party follows suit, it will be left with
a majority of just eight.

THE TIMES OF INDIA



No ticket for Mamata

passage to NDA yet

Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, May 22

IT’S AGAIN a classic case of who
blinks first. Mamata Banerjee is
waiting for the Prime Minister to
call her back into the NDA fold,
but the NDA leaders are just as
adamant that it’s Banerjee really
who must make the first move. A
deadlock? That’s only the surface
reality. There is movement
underneath.

Most Trinamool MPs are prod-
ding their leader to return to the
NDA and are pressing her to talk
to BJP and NDA leaders about a
possible return.

Aware that Mamata might not
make the first move, some senior
MPs have already started send-
ing quiet feelers to Central lead-
ers about rejoining the NDA.

“Let one thing be clear. She
won’t approach anybody person-
ally,” Mamata confidant and all-
India Trinamool general secre-
tary Dinesh Trivedi said.

So, her MPs have got active. “I,
along with Krishna Bose, have
made it clear that the alliance
with the Congress has not
worked out for us. The Congress
won’t leave the CPI(M) and only
made fools of us during the
Assembly polls. It would be polit-
ical suicide, therefore, unless we
reposition ourselves and rejoin
the NDA,” Trinamool MP
Bikram Sarkar said.

“We should return to the NDA
for the sake of Bengal. I have told
Mamata that her decision to
leave the NDA was hasty The
alliance with the Congress has
proved detrimental to our inter-
ests. So, if it must come to align-
ing with a national party, we
should go with the NDA,” Tri-
namool working committee
member and former MP Sardar

MAMATA BANERJEE

Amjad Ali said.

But Ajit Panja feels Mamata's
return to the NDA wouldn't be so
easy The NDA leaders, he thinks,
won't forgive her whimsical
twists and turns.

“Pranab Mukherjee and Jaipal
Reddy’s statements show that the
Congress was hand-in-gloves
with the Left Front and Mama-
ta’s whimsical decision to leave
the NDA did Bengal a great
disservice at the hustings.
Now she wants to return,
because she has realised that
without a ministry she won’t be
able to serve the people of Ben-
gal,” he said.

But is the BJP prepared to take
Banerjee back? It doesn’t look
like that. Not at least from the
statements by senior State and
national BJP leaders.

According to Trinamool
sources, the Prime Minister had

tried to call up Banerjee from
Malaysia the day after the poll
results were out in Bengal. But
they didn’t get to talk, because
Mamata Banerjee was unavail-
able.

In an indication of the leader-
ship’s stand, BJP national presi-
dent Jana Krishnamurthy made
it clear Banerjee should be forth-
right and not play hide and seek
with the NDA. “So far, we have no
positive indication that Mamata
has changed her mind about the
NDA.

She must approach the
Alliance leaders directly, if she
wants to rejoin. Sending feelers
won't do. As for Jaswant Singh’s
statement yesterday, let me tell
you that it was based on the pre-
vailing Trinamool-NDA equa-
tion. The Trinamool is saying it
is not part of the NDA. Even we
are saying that. Let Mamata
approach us, we will consider
then,” Krishnamurthy told the
Hindustan Times over phone
from Delhi.

“We will review the latest
development at our State secre-
tariat meeting. Mamata should
behave in a manner, which pro-
motes the interest of her party as
well as that of her partner. The
haste in which she withdrew
from the NDA has hurt many
BJP and NDA leaders. Now, the
decision of whether she can
return lies with them. But I do
believe that time is a great, great
healer,” State BJP president
Asim Ghosh said.

The Trinamool chief, however,
is playing it cool. Time, she
believes, is on her side. “Let me
see how things move, let me also
assess the national political sce-
nario before we take any deci-
sion,” Banerjee told the Hindus-
tan Times.

Panja lashes out
at Trinamool

< leadership

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 22

TRINAMOOL MP Ajit Panja,
who was removed from the party
chairman’s post yesterday by
Mamata Banerjee, today hit out
against the Trinamool Congress
leadership and said the decision
was arbitrary, unethical, uncon-
stitutional and autocratic.

“I am one of the founder mem-
bers of the party and I know who
is and who isn’t a member. This
entire exercise of removing me
from the party post is an act of
vendetta. In fact, neither Mama-
ta Banerjee nor Sudip Bandopad-
hyay is a party member, so how
can they take any action against
me?” Panja said.

Hitting out at Mamata, he said:
“Today she is criticising George
Fernandes, the very man who
helped her in all possible manner
during her honeymoon with the
NDA. This shows her whimsical
attitude just as her decision to
part with the NDA and go with
the Congress to corner the Mus-
lim votes proved suicidal for the
Trinamool in the Assembly elec-
tions. Pranab Mukherjee and
Jaipal Reddy’s statements should
be an eye-opener for her.”

Panja said Mamata was humil-
iating him but had forgotten that
it was “he who had gone to AB
Vajpayee to secure the Railway
Ministry for her after the 1999
Lok Sabha polls”. “Today she is
again eager to go back so that she
can become a Minister. Sudip
Bandopadhyay has ordered a
Nehru jacket hoping that a min-
isterial berth would come his
way. Party workers have not
accepted Mamata’s decision,”
Panja said. “I am with the NDA
and will remain in the NDA. T
Prime Miniser is my leader
whenever 1 go to Delhi,
meet him.”
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blows over

L
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHU IMPHAL, May
| 22. —~ The crisis in the NDA
, 2 government at the Centre tem-
porarily blew over today after
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee made
it clear to the senior Samata
f Party leader, Mr George Fer-
!

1
\
|
t
|
|
|
i
\
|
|

nandes, that the Bharatiya Ja-
| nata Party would sacrifice its
7 | chances of forming its own gov-
ernment in Manipur. The pos-
sibility of impaosition of Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur in a bid
11 to find a solution also appears
| remote.
. (Earlier in the day, the anti-
, Radhabinod Koijam group
; formed a new alliance — the
! Progressive Democratic Alliance
© —~ in a bid to stake claim to form
| the next government in the
! state. The alliance, however, has
| not been made formal and is yet
| to stake its claim following strict
| Central instructions.)
1 Senior leaders of both the Sa-
' mata Party and the BJP from
| Manipur have been asked to
1 come to Delhi on 28 May where
| they would sit face to face with
- senior central leaders of the re-
spective parties in a bid to find
~ a solution to the present prob-
| lem. The delay in their visit to
| Delhi is because of the fact that
! local bodies’ elections in the
| state are scheduled for 26 May
' and the leaders are preoccu-
pied there.
The main item on the agenda
j would be to find a consensus on
| the name of the future chief
; minister as the BJP has made
{ it clear that it would not form a
{ government there despite hav-
© ing a majority. The Koijam gov-
ernment in Manipur fell yes-
| terday after it failed to muster
| majority support in the trust
 vote in the Assembly.
I The BJP MP, Mr Vijay Goel,
' who acted as Mr Vajpayee’s
" emissary to Mr Fernandes yes-
terday, said: “All options are
open, including the possibility
of reinstallation of a Samata
Party-led government. Things
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would be dlear on 28 May when
senior panty leaders from the
state arride here to settle the
name of the future chief minis-
ter.”

Mr Fernandes sounded satis-
fied at the outcome of the meet-
ing with Mr Vajpayee this af-
ternoon. In a complete climb-
down from the partys stated
position which its leaders open-
ly voiced till yesterday evening,
he said, “Let’s not forget that
we all have stakes in this gov-
ernment. Why should there be
a threat to the government at
the Centre for something done
by the local faction leaders in
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Manipur? We'll try to findasol- | o3~

| ~

ution to the present problem.”
Why an emergency meeting of

the party was held with the

single agenda to “reconsider its

support to the NDA govern- ..

ment at the Centre?” Mr Fer-
nandes said, “the meeting was
convened earlier in view of cer-
tain developments that had
been taking place in Manipur.
The Radhabinod Koijam gov-
ernment fell at 1 p.m. and by 5
p.m. when we met, we had as-
sumed that the BJP would
stake claim to form govern-
ment. We came to know later
that the leadership had deci-
ded that the BJP would not al-
low the local unit to form an ai-
ternate government.”

Mr Fernandes ruled out the
resignation of three Samata
Party ministers in the Union
cabinet. He quoted the external
affairs and defence minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, as saying
that the BJP had issued a whip
but it could not be honoured be-
cause of local factional prob-
lems. When reminded that
some leaders in his party were
openly advocating severing ties
with the NDA, he said “we
have to take into consideration
the broader perspective of na-
tional issues rather than going

bydwhat people say we ought
to do.”

8 See CRISIS: page 6
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"NDA allies d

HT Correspondent C/
Q¥

Kolkata, May 23

MAMATA BANERJEE may want
to go back to the NDA, but the
smaller partners in the NDA are
firmly opposed to it.

BJP sources in Kolkata said
that while the party’s central
leadership remains somewhat
divided over the issue, the main
opposition comes from con-.
stituent partners like Lok
Janashakti, Samata Party and
Janata Dal (S).

 These parties have reportedly
made it clear to the BJP
leadership that if Mamata is
reinducted into the NDA after
the way she walked out of the
alliance in a huff, it would send a
wrong message to other NDA
partners and put the NDA in a
bad light.

For them, the worry lies on
other counts. Once Trinamool
Congress rejoins the NDA,
Mamata is certain to lay fresh
claims to the Railway Ministry,
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MAMATA BANERJEE

which is not acceptable particu-
larly to the Samata Party, which
had never taken kindly to the
Ministry going to Mamata in the
first place.

Railway Minister Nitish
Kumar is also known to be
Mamata’s bete noire and the
Samata leaders are still extreme-
ly cut up over the way Mamata
quit over an issue that led to the

4

resignation of Jaya Jaitley,

The BJP leadership is yet to
make up its mind.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee for once is not too keen
till now to take back the Tri-
namool and LK Advani prefers to
maintain a studied silence on the
issue, but some party leaders are
not averse to the idea.

It is mainly on grounds of
national political compulsions
that some party leaders, includ-
ing BJP president Jana Krishna-
murthi, do not wish to take a
rigid stand on Mamata’s return
to the NDA.

They seek to judge the issue
afresh especially after the inspir-
ing electoral performance by the
Congress and the poor show by
the BJP in the just-concluded
Assembly polls.

In their logic, it is all the more
necessary to arrange for Mama-
ta’s “homecoming™ as it would
come as a blow to the Congress
after she was received back into
the Congress at the personal ini-

y e

want Mamata back

tiative of Sonia Gandhi.

Mamata's return to the NDA
would thus weaken the Congress
and would keep hopes alive
for a new round of alliance with
the BJP in left-ruled West Ben-
gal.

They are not willing to take
seriously the stiff opposition to
the move by the Bengal BJP unit,
especially after the shoddy per-
formance of the BJP in the West
Bengal Assembly
in which the party failed to
win a single seat and witnessed
a sharp decline in vote percent-
age.

The results are identified as
sure pointers to the fact that the
BJP would have no political
future in the polarized political
arena in Bengal, unless it has
with it a strong ally like the Tri-
namool Congress.

Admits a senior State BJP
leader: * If the Central leader-
ship wishes to have Mamata

back, we will never like it but we |-
can do nothing about it".
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BUAPUR, MAY 27. The Union Minis-
ter of State for Consumer Affairs
and Civil Supplies, Mr. V.Srinivas
Prasad, said here on Sunday that
political developments in Mani-
pur would not have any effect on
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Government at the Centre.

Mr. Prasad, who belongs to the
Samata Party, told presspersons
that Manipur was a small State
and the political situation there
would not alter equations in New
Delhi. A peculiar situation pre-
vailed in Manipur and it was diffi-
cult to fathom what a particular
MILA or a group of MLAs would
do. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had clarified
that the BJP had no control over
its MLAs in Manipur.

Asked if the Samata Party
would accept a BJP candidate to
the post of Chief Minister, Mr.
Prasad said top leaders of the two
parties were meeting in Delhi to
discuss the issue. The imposition
of President’s rule could not be
ruled out if the political groups
failed to break the impasse.

To a question about his depart-
ment, he said the storage facility
was inadequate for procurement
of foodgrains and efforts were on
to construct more godowns.

MSCP (Chaoba) to
stake claim

PTI reports from Imphal:

The political impasse in Ma-
nipur arising out of the fall of
the Samata Party-led Govern-
ment today took a new turn
with the Manipur State Con-
gress Party (MSCP) (Chaoba)
deciding to stake claim to form
the next Ministry.

The central executive com-
mittee of the party in an emer-

‘Manipur crisis won’t
affect NDA Pr

By Our Staff Correspondent MQ ncy meeting 't

r§§ afternoon

directed the MSCP (C) legisla-
ture party to stake tlaim to form
an MSCP (C)-led i
Democratic Allj
ment.

Motion of confiden&u
against Sri Lanka
CJ shelved

COLOMBO, MAY 27. Judges in Sri
Lanka today shelved a motion of
confidence in Chief Justice Mr.
Sarath Silva, delivering a blow to
his bid to avoid impeachment in
Parliament, officials said.

District judges and magistrates
discarded the confidence resolu-
tion at a meeting in Colombo, a
judge who attended the meeting
said. "One magistrate wanted us
to pass a resolution supporting
the Chief Justice, but since ade-
quate time of the motion was not
given, it was decided to put it off
for at least two weeks.” — AFP

Ranil coming

By Nirupama Subramanian

CoLOMBO, MAY 27. The leader of Sri
Lanka’s main opposition United
National Party, Mr. Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, is to leave for New Del-
hi on June 1 where he will meet
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. Mr. Wickreme-
singhe’s visit to India will take
place amid hectic moves by the
UNP to table a no-confidence
motion against the Kumaratunga
Government.

Party sources said Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe would return via Chen-
nai, where he will seek a meeting
with the new Chief Minister, Ms
Jayalalitha, as well as the DM}
leader, Mr. M. Karunanidhi.
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ﬂamata 1nches closer to NDA *

Arindam Sarkar YA\ \/\

Kolkata, May 27

MAMATA BANERJEE may well
be on her way to rejoining the
NDA. Hectic behind-the-scenes
parleys are on and the leader her-
self seems finally convinced that
her rightful place is in the coali-
tion she dumped a few weeks ago.

The vibes from the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, the BJP and the
NDA are positive. Key Prime
Ministerial aide and BJP MP
Vijay Goel said as much: “Mama-
ta has always been a good friend.
It’s just a matter of time before
things fall in place.”

The Trinamool leader herself
isn’t saying much, though.
“You've to wait eight to 10 days.
I’'m going to Delhi to meet the
President. As of now, I'll only

congratulate Prim Mlmster Vaj-
payee for his initiative to resume
bilateral talks with\Pakistan.”

Mamata emissaries and pro-
NDA leaders such as Ajit Panja,
Bikram Sarkar, Nitish Sengupta,
Krishna Bose and senior party
functionary Sardar Amjad Ali
are in touch with BJP leaders.
Sarkar has held talks with influ-
ential BJP MP Rajiv Ranjan, who
it is believed, is close to Vajpayee.
Panja has talked to the Prlme
Minister, L K Advani and George
Fernandes.-Nitish Kumar and
Yashwant Sinha too have been
sounded out. All these discus-
sions have been positive.

“Surely things will work out.
NDA leaders feel that Mamata’s
return would lend greater stabil-
ity to the alliance,” said an aide
of the Trinamoolstpremo.

“All this talk of a mid-term
poll is rubbish. The TDPE, I'm told,
will soon hold a conference. A
key issue on the agenda will be
joining the NDA ministry. If the
TDP decides to do so, the NDA
will emerge strong as never
before. The TDP has 29 MPs,”
Sarkar said.

These developments have come
as music to Mamata’s ear, for she
now doubts the Congress. “She
has realised what role the Con-
gress played in these polls. I'm
sure she will return to the NDA
and be a minister,” Panja said.

There are MPs within the Tri-
namool who oppose rejoining the
NDA. Among them are Sudip
Bandopadhyay, Jayanta Bhat-
tacharya and Akbar Ali Khon-
dekar. The TDP, they claim,
might pull the plug on Vajpayee.

~

- GTM e

And, the Congress might cobble
together a Government. They say
the UP Assembly polls would
prove crucial and the NDA Gov-
ernment might fall after that.
Mamata isn’'t taking these
fears seriously. She knows that
panchayat polls are due in
Andhra and since the Congress
is an archrival, Naidu would
never go with the party. As for
the UP polls, she believes that the
elections would either return a
hung Assembly or give a wafer-
thin majority to the Samajwadi
Party. Mayawati will come sec-
ond, the BJP third and the Con-
gress fourth. “Under these cir-
cumstances, BJP might support
Mayawati and help her form G

way the Vajpayee
will be destabiliged’



of ethjcs for MPs
STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC Q,/ WS /,; {‘ ’?{é\ é

NEW DELHI, May 27. - The effort of the Lok Sabha to evolveja code
of ethics for its members has received support from the Leadet of the
Opposition, Mrs Sonia Gandhi. The Congress president ex-
pressed her party’s agreement to the Ethics Committee’s recommen-
dation to make it mandatory for members to disclose their income,
assets and liabilities.
A copy of her letter to the former Prime Minister, Mr Chandra
Shekhar, who heads the Ethics Committee, was released today, Mr
Chandra Shekhar had sought her opinion on the first report of the
committee that suggested disclosure of income by the MPs.
However, Mrs Sonia Gandhi has neither asked nor suggested that
such declaration be made public for greater transparency and not
confined to records at the Speaker’s office. This could mean that par-
liamentarians are not ready to face public scrutiny as it is not clear
whether such records with the Speaker would be open to people.
The Congress president has supported the concept that the Ethics
Committee should examine all matters of unethical conduct referred
to it. It can take up such issues suo motto. She has also agreed that
the code of conduct be prepared by parliamentarians for themselves.
‘Rules should be framed laying down acts of omission and commis
sion that would constitute unethical conduct, she said.
The other suggestions which the Congress has accepted are keep
ing a register of the area of interest of each member in the parlia
t secretariat and that the procedure for examination shall bg
the same as that laid down for breach of privilege.
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clear on NDA2 Panja
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NEW DELHI, APRIL. 28. The dissident

Trinamool Congress leader, Mr.

Ajit Panja, today sharpened his at-
| tack against the party leadership,
; accusing it of “fooling” the peo-

i ple by not taking steps to com-
\ plete the process of pulling out

i from the National Democratic Al-
‘ liance (NDA).

Mr. Panja, who disagreed with
the Trinamool decision to come
out of the NDA, today held sep-
arate meetings with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Home Minister,
Mr. LK. Advani, here. While re-
fusing to divulge the details of his
discussions with Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani, the former Union
Minister said the general political
scene in the country and in West
Bengal were discussed. He dis-
counted reports that he was float-
ing another outfit or joining the
BJP.

It is understood Mr. Panja had
agreed to campaign with BJP
leadgrs, and also share a platform

the Prime Minister at a rally
in the State on April 7.

r. Panja said even though Trina-
mool had pulled out from the
NDA, its chief, Ms. Mamata Ba-
nerjee, had so far not written to
the Lok Sabha Speaker or the
President on snapping its links
with the NDA. The withdrawal
from the NDA was undertaken
with an eye on the minority votes
in the West Bengal elections, and |
by not communicating to the Lok
Sabha Speaker, she had kept her
options on the NDA open.

Mr. Panja was sceptical that the
Congress-Trinamool alliance
would make it to Writers Building,
saying that after allying with the
Congress, Trinamool had lost a
‘“golden opportunity” of coming
to power in the State; it had hand-
ed over the State on a platter to
the Left Front.

Even though he disputed the
adoption of a resolution by the
Trinamool Parliamentary Party
on March 15 to withdraw from the
NDA, Mr. Panja said all that Ms.
Banerjee had done was to send a
letter to the Prime Minister com-
municating her decision. /




“Panja writes
to Speaker~

N

for NDA seat

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, April 26

AJIT PANJA today wrote to Lok
Sabha Speaker G M C Balayogi
seeking a seat for himself “with-
in the NDA” and deepening con-
fusion in the Trinamool camp
over interpretations of the reso-
lution adopted by the Trinamool
Parliamentary Committee before
Mamata Banerjee and Panja quit
the NDA Cabinet.

The party’s Chief Whip in Par-
llament Sudip Bandyopadhyay
maintains that the resolution
doesn’t speak of supporting the
NDA Government from outside.
But he is sending the Speaker no
fresh communication to this
effect.

But Panja can’t wait. The dis-
affected Trinamool leader lashed
out at Bandyopadhyay for buying
time. “Why does he dither to con-
vey the party’s stand to the
Speaker? He should come clean
immediately. How can the elec-
torate rely on leaders who
change stance everyday? ”

All Trinamool MPs, including
Panja, had adopted the resolu-
tion in question at MP Akbar Ali
Khondkar’'s residence in New
Delhi on March 15, days after the
Tehelka expose. The resolution
states: “We have full faith in the
honourable Prime Minister. We
should not allow the image of the
Prime Minister to get tar-
nished...With these objectives
and also to strengthen the hands
of the Prime Minister we leave
the NDA and reiterate our
party’s stand regarding our
action as stated in the leader’s
letter to the Prime Minister on
April 13 and 14.”

Badyopadhyaya today handed
out copies of the resolution
to put an end to rumblings with-
in the Congress over the
Trinamool’s relations with
the NDA.

But Panja argues that the doc-
ument supports his contention.
“How can you strengthen the
Prime Minister’s hands of with-
out supporting his Government

21 M8 1w

PANJA FOR BJP RALLY?

THE BJP has decided to invite Ajit
Panja to the Prime Minister's May
5 meeting in Kolkata in deference.
to the dissident Trinamool MP's
wish. A formal invitation would be
sent soon to Panja, BJP State
President Asim Ghosh said on
Thursday. "He expressed his wish
publicly during talks with the elec-
tronic media and we have decided
to honour his sentiments,” Ghash
said. Asked if they would invite
other Trinamool leaders as well, he
said it would be done if they, too,
wanted to be with the PM,

Detalled report on Pm4

from outside? The Prime Minis-
ter is also the leader of the NDA,
So, if you repose faith in the
Prime Minister, you can’t take
your seat in the Opposition.
True, we left the NDA, but we
also decided to support the NDA
from outside.”

He also challenged the Tri-
namool Chief Whip’s claims that
the Trinamool Policy Making
Body adopted a resolution in
Kolkata on March 17 where many
MPs had put their signature.
“It is a blatant lie. We met at
Sudip Bandyopadhyaya’s resi-
dence. There was no agenda for
the meeting. Our attendance was
recorded in an exercise book.
Mamata arrived a little late. Sub-
rata was present there.

“He was unhappy about the
Trinamool leaving the NDA Gov-
ernment. He also had an alterca-
tion with Mamata. She was
angry. But she chose to insult me
instead. 1 left the gathering.
Later, I verified with my col-
leagues. There had been no reso-
lution in the meeting.”

Panja fears the Trinamool
Chief Whip might “fudge docu-
ments” to score points. “He can’t
produce the document because
there isn’t any. If Sudip Bandy-
opadhyaya has it, let him pro-
duce the papers by tomorrow,”
he said.

THE HINDUSTAN
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

'NEW DELHI, April 21. - Why has the

~+INDA, which agreed to a JPC immediate-
1y after the Tehelka revelations, refused

it when the Congress demanded it and
made it a condition for normal function-

- ing of Parliament?

igs !

. Is it because some people in the NDA

‘+hdesperately want the former defence

minister and NDA convener, Mr George
Fernandes, in the Cabinet because a

“Bulking Fernandes would be dangerous

for the coalition’s stability. This seems to

.. the opinion of many BJP leaders.

The official explanation centres around

. the argument that two parallel inquiries

cannot be ordered simultaneously and

" that it would send a wrong signal to the
rjudiciary if the commission appointed to
- look into the Tehelka allegations is pre-
“maturely withdrawn. A BJP spokesper-
“'gon claimed the judiciary would not like

iy NDA

1s refusing a

it and might take it as an affront.

In private, BJP leaders describe this as
hogwash intended to confuse the Oppo
sition. The real reason, some BJP lead-
ers say, is the NDA'’s predicament on ac-
count of Mr Fernandes, who has the po-
tential to become a threat to the NDA.

The time-bound inquiry might come
out with a decision in a short time
whereas a JPC might linger on for years
keeping the NDA convener out of the
government. It appears from the urgen-
cy with which the commission has star-
ted functioning that the inquiry might
come out with its findings in time.

Most BJP leaders believe that Mr Fer-
nandes is not guiity though they have
some doubts about the innocence of their
former party president, Mr Bangayu
Laxman. They say that the comrmission
micht not find enough reasons to indict
Mr Fernandes which could lead to his in-
duction in the government.

It may be recalled that the NDA had of-

JPC prob

feL:Xd a JPC inquiry when Mr Ferfiandes
ad not resigned.

The understanding was based on the
assumption that he would continue to be
in the government. His resignation came
only after the judicial commission was
ordered.

Mr Fernandes resigned after he was
forced to in the hope that it would end
the stalemate over Tehelka. The govern-
ment had reportedly promised him that
he would return as defence minister af-
ter four months.

The NDA managers were so worried on
account of Mr Fernandes that they got |
an assurance frem the Prime Minister .

“that he would not succumb 1o the Oppo-

sition’s pressure for the JPC. Their
hawkigh stand of ne JPC came only after
this assurance.

Some of them had calculated t
AB Vajpayee, who has often riser
party interests, might accept ti
demand as well.

THE STATESMAN
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AGP allies with BIP, joins NDA

By Neena Vyas \/“)/\ {

NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. The Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Asom Gana Parishad today formally
announced their alliance for the coming As-
sembly elections in Assam for which they will
campaign jointly.

At the same time, the AGP’s entry into the
National Democratic Alliance at the Centre
was also announced with a question mark on
whether it would also participate in the Vaj-
payee Government.

The importance of the occasion for the two
parties was made obvious by the presence of
the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
the BJP president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi,
and the Assam Chief Minister and AGP leader,
Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, at the press con-
ference at the BJP headquarters here.

Against the total Assembly strength of 126,
the BJP will contest 44 seats and the AGP and
some of its other allies the rest. However, the
BJP and AGP leaders lagér informally admitted
that the seat-sharirfg§ may not be perfect.
While an AGPAfader said ‘‘there could be

LW

iendly contests between the two parties in

bout 10 seats,” Mr. Sunil Shastri, BJP general

ecretary in-charge of Assam who was leading
the negotiations with the AGP, said, ‘‘we may
go in for some tactical understanding in some
seats.” It seems that out of its share of 82 seats,
it will be also giving away about 18 seats to its
minor allies. ‘

Mr. Advani, who welcomed the AGP into the
NDA, just smiled to a question whether the
party would participate in the Vajpayee gov-
ernment — the party has two MPs in the Rajya
Sabha.

He also complimented Mr. Mahanta’s gov-
ernment for “cooperating” with the Centre in
the matter of insurgency. “Although these last
three years the AGP was not a member of the
NDA, yet there has been perfect cooperation
between the State government and the Centre
which helped us to deal with militancy effec-
tively.”

Yet, only lat

st month the BJP had de-
GP and the Congress in one
ing that while one was helping the
e other had links with the SULFA. The

party had rejected the idea of an alliance with
the AGP, declaring during its national exec-
utive committee meeting in late March that it
would contest the Assam elections on its own.
Privately, the BJP leader, Ms. Bijoy Chakravar-
ty, explained this about turn in stance as “part
of politics”. And the party has been admitting
that the main factor driving the alliance is the
common desire to prevent the Congress from
coming back to power.

Mr. Advani also made it clear that the AGP
leadership had agreed to do away with the
Ilegal Migrants Determination by Tribunal
Act, the special law on immigration enacted
specially to deal with the huge influx of Ban-
gladeshis into the State. The BJP has been op-
posing this and said it would like to repeal it.
Now, it seems, the AGP has agreed.

Mr. Mahanta blamed the “weakened eco-
nomic, social and political” fabric of Assam on
the long years of Congress rule. It was against
this background that the AGP had “decided to
contest the elections along with a national

party like the BJP,” he said. / i
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ong fishes in troubled waters

PM remark

puI
in a

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 6. — Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s repor-
ted statement that the upcom-
ing Assembly polls would be a
referendum on the Tehelka ex-
pose has.put the NDA in a dif-
ficult situation.

The Congress, which has a de-
_ cisive edge in the polls, was
. quick to sense an opportunity in
' the statement. The party spok-
| esman, Mr S Jaipal Reddy, said
' the Prime Minister must stick
| to what he had said. “If the
i NDA is battered in the polis, the
i government should resign.”
i The Congress declared there
. would be no let up in its tirade

against the NDA government
till it quits.

The BJP tried to wriggle out
of the situation by saying the
polls couldn’t be a referendum
| as the party’s stakes in them
were not high. Some leaders
even privately questioned Mr
. Vajpayee’s assessment. A se-
| nior minister admitted that the
_ statement, which he claimed
was misquoted, has complica-
ted NDA’s problems.

" The BJP instead wants to
treat tomorrow’s by-elections
' in Uttar Pradesh a referendum
on the expose as it expects to
win both the seats — Haider-
. garh, from where the chief
minister, Mr Rajnath Singh, is
seeking election, and Sadabad.

ﬁlthough the party is expec-

s NDA
spot

?x Yo AN |
ted to win the seats because of
upper caste votes, calling the
by-polls a referendum would
help it counter the Opposition.

The BJP spokesman, Mr Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, said the Prime
Minister was speaking about the
Lok Sabha polls, scheduled to
take place after three years, and
not the Assembly polls.

NDA leaders are surprised at
the statement ds they fear the
polls would go against the alli-
ance and strengthen the Opposi-
tion’s hands. They have started
preparing themselves to face .
such an eventuality. The NDA is |
unlikely to get a majority in any
of the four states and Pondicher-
ry that are going to polls. !

In West Bengal, after Miss
Mamata Banerjee broke away
from NDA, the alliance’s chal- ‘
lenge to the Left Front has fiz- |
zled out. In Kerala, the NDA f
doesn’t matter.

In Assam, though the BJP i 1s
working out an electoral under- ‘4
standing with the ruling As- |
sam Gana Parishad, some
NDA leaders think this could
ga against the BJP because of
anti- incumbency factor. In
support, they cited the Karna-
taka example: the BJP gave
away the battle to the Congress
after it aligned with Janata
Dal, then the ruling party.

In Tamil Nadu, NDA’s pitch
has been queered after the
PMK" and the MDMK left the
alliance.

THE STATS
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Left alone to defend itself,
BJP cancels all NDA rallies’

By Smita Gupta
The Times of India News Serv

NEW DELHI: ‘Armsgate’
continue to haunt the BIP fon a
while. After its first couple of pub-
lic meetings, the party has be
compelied to cancel all the rallies
had planned under the banner of
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in its bid to deflect public
attention from the spycam scandal.

The immediate cause for the
cancellation of the BJP’s plans was
the Shiv Sena’s refusal to partici-
pate in the rally slated for April 8
in Mumbai, which was to be
addressed, among others, by Prime

—

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
home minister L.K. Advani and
former defence minister George
Fernandes. The Shiv Sena has been
in the forefront of the demand for
the exit of some PMO officials.

Party sources, however, claimed
that the BJP had been forced to
change tack on the rallies for a vari-
ety of reasons. According to them, it
was not just the Shiv Sena which
was uncomfortable with sharing a
platform with the BJP and defend-
ing it on the Tehelka issue. They said
that even allies like the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

(DMK) had been shying away from
the BJP. Both the south-based par-
ties stayed away from the first rally
held in Delhi. Of course, at a subse-
quent rally in Trichy in Tamil Nadu,
state law minister Aliadi Aruna did
take part. '

Among its other allies, the JD
(U) and the BJD have also not
been very happy with the idea of
defending corruption, notwith-
standing the packaging—"an
opposition conspiracy to desta-

bilise the NDA government”. In

fact, JD (U) leader Ramakrishna
Hegde stayed away from the NDA
rally in Bangalore on Thursday.

Py
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ur Special Correspondent

ABAD, APRIL 4. The Telugu
Party (TDP) dissociated
itself from the BJP rally in
Hydetabad today, in which the
Uniort Home Minister, Mr.
L.K.Advani, and the former
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, countered the
Congress campaign for the
resignation of the Vajpayee
Government following the
Tehelka exposures.

The TDP leader and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr. N.
Chandrababu Naidu, gave a
dinner to Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes at his residence.

TDP sources say the party has
not participated in any NDA
rally so far, because it is
extending only outside support
to the Vajpayee Government,
and is not a member of the
NDA and has not joined the
Union Cabinet.

Mr. Naidu had sought an
inquiry into the corruption
scandal and action against
anyone found guilty of
unethical conduct.

Party sources say the TDP is
against the Prime Minister
seeking a vote of confidence in

ys away

the Lok Sabha, because the TDP
is not willing to defend the
actions of the NDA leaders
caught on video camera. The
party feels that its stand has
been vindicated.

Since this stand of the TDP is
well known, the local BJP
leaders made their own
preparations for the rally
without informing the local TDP
leadership.

TDP leaders feel that the BJP
could have chosen a venue like
Vijayawada or Visakhapatnam,
instead of Hyderabad.

But the BJP’s‘decision was to
conduct such rallies in all State
capitals, as far as possible, and
so Hyderabad was included.

Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes, who arrived here at
about 8 a.m., faced a hostile
Congress demonstration at the
airport, in which a group
headed by the former Minister,
Mr. P. Janardhana Reddy, and
the Youth Congress leader, Mr.
P. Sudhakar Reddy, raised
slogans.

Police arrested about 30
persons. Both the leaders went
by helicopter to the Ramoji
Film City, about 30 km away, .
and returned for the public
meeting.

THE ::NDU




SHELTERING FROM THE

Banned cricke

on Sw

st I
ero Ajay Jadeja, with his mentor Kapll Dev in tow, spends one of his last days of
bachelorhodd on the golf links of the Willingdon Sports Club during the Mayfair tournament in Mumbai
rday. Jadeja is to wed the daughter of Samata Party leader Jaya Jaitly on March 30 in Delhi.

DANUSH Larw

NDA rally in Delhi vows to

meet Congress challenge

The Times of India
News Service

NEW DELHI: The
National Deémocratic
Alliance (NDA) on

Sunday accepted the §
gauntlet thrown by the §
Congress in the wake of
the Tehelka expose per-
taining to defence deals,
declaring to carry the |
fight to the length and
breadth of the country.
“It’s a challenge we
have accepted. They
have called it a war,’ |
said Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, refer-
ring to Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi’s
declaration of war against the
NDA government at the AICC
plenary session in Bangalore.
Addressing a mammoth gathering
of NDA supporters who had come
from all parts of the country at the

historic Ramlila Grounds here, Mr
Vainavee <aid “Thev (Canarece)

rime Minister A.B. Va_]payee, home minister L. K.
'Advani and NDA convener _George Fernandes wave to,
the crowd at the NDA rally in New Delhi on Sunday.

WA

Prakash Singh Bhdal,
communication mi
and Lok Shakti
leader Ram
Paswan, Haryana chief
minister and Indian
National Lok Dal leader
Om Prakash Chautala,
MDMK leader Vaiko,
| backed the Prime
Minister. All the alliance
leaders, who were pres-
ent on the dais, declared
their confidence in Mr
Vajpayee’s leadership
and faith in former
defence minister George
Fernandes.

! Mr Vajpayee attacked
‘ the Congress and the

“have sounded the bugle, now there
is no going back.”

Leaders of the NDA allies,
including Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister and National
Conference  leader
Abdullah, Punjab chief minister

and Chwnman. Al-ali TVal laadar

Farooq -

opposition parties for
stalling proceedings in parliament.
“What kind of thinking is this? Not
letting parliament discharge its
norrnal duty. Is the Congress trying
to push the country to anarchy?”
the Prime Minister asked.
P See Edit: Question Time, Page 10
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Cong. wants war,
- NQ&(

By Our Special Con‘esponden},’9 ’

NEW DELHI, MARCH 25. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today said his multi-party
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) was prepared to counter
the Congress’ charges of calumny
emanating from the Tehelka
tapes on the streets. “They have
declared war and there is no go-
ing back. We have accepted the
invitation. We will continue to
run the Government and, at the
same time, contest the charges by
going to the people,” he declared
at a well-attended NDA rally here
to mark the beginning of the rul-
ing alliance’s nationwide cam-
paign to counter the charges
against the Government.

The Prime Minister and the
dozen-odd speakers who preced-
ed him maintained a common
theme. They acknowledged that
the tapes had indicted some well-
placed officials and politicians.
But they were quick to point out
that the Government had imme-
diately ordered a probe and some
of those featuring in the tapes, di-
rectly or by implication, had re-
signed from their posts.

Despite these steps, the Con-
gress was unwilling to debate the
issue in Parliament and failed to
respond to constructive suggesti-
ons to break the stalemate. This
behaviour, they said, suggested a
conspiracy whose broader con-
tours were to discredit the Gov-
ernment, demoralise the armed
forces and capture power without
seeking a fresh mandate.

All the speakers targeted only

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Beharl Vajpayee,
the former Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
Haryana counterpart, Mr.
Delhi on Sunday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, and his
New

the Congress and assailed its ob-
structionist tactics in Parliament
and provocative attitude outside.
Rare was a speaker who referred
to the “Third Front’, with most of
the leading lights invited to speak
focussing their belligerence on
the Congress and its chief, Ms. So-
nia Gandhi.

“We had never blocked Parlia-
ment to force a Government to re-
sign. Ms. Gandhi is now resorting
to the kind of language I have
never used in my decades of pub-
lic life. The Congress is negating
the spirit of conciliation. I don’t
know why this is being done —
perhaps it is due to jealousy or
frustration. Sometimes I wonder
whether the Congress has lost
faith in democratic means,”
mused the Prime Minister.

As opposed to this kind of be-

N
we are ready:

ok

haviour, the ruling alliance was
the epitome of restraint and mod-
eration, said Mr. Vajpayee. This
was reflected in its unconditional
acceptance of the one-vote loss in
the Lok Sabha that precipitated
the previous elections. “We too
could have created a controversy,
demanded a recount, but we did
not do so. But the Congress be-
lieves only in chaos and disorder.
We cannot bend before this kind
of behaviour. That is why I have
said the bugle has been sounded
and we will not back away.”

The Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani, referred to the un-
usual circumstances that had
brought the NDA allies before the
people and felt the combine
would not be found wanting in re-
sponding to this challenge. “If the
Congress says it will take the issue

IHE HINDy

7% MAR 200

with the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,
the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister,
0.P. Chautala, at the NDA ‘Virat rally’ in

to the people, we are also pre-
pared to counter it on the
streets.”

The NDA convener, Mr. George
Fernandes, recalled his 50 years of
“unblemished political life”’, his
concern for the soldier which was
“epitomised by countless trips to
Siachen and willingness to be ex-
amined by any forum’.

The MDMK leader, Mr. Vaiko,
wondered why Ms. Gandhi con-
tinued to retain the charge-sheet-
ed Mr. Vincent George in her
personal staff while harping on
corruption in the NDA.

The Punjab Chief Minister, Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal, his Haryana
counterpart, Mr. O.P. Chautala,
the Union Communications Min-
ister, Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan
reposed faith in Mr. Vaj
leadership.
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THE CONTINUING TRAVAILS OF THE NDA

THE DECISION TO institute a judicial inquiry
and the exit of Mr. George Fernandes from the
Union Council of Ministers — secured under
tremendous pressure from within the ruling
coalition — may have helped the Atal Behari
Vajpayee Government in controlling the politi-
cal damage inflicted by Tehelka’s shocking rev-
elations, to the extent that they removed
considerable sting from the Opposition’s cam-
paign and, more importantly, in reaffirming the
support of an outwardly ambivalent Mr. Chan-
drababu Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party, which
held the trump card. In fact, once the TDP was
persuaded not to pull the rug, the Government
had won in the numbers game and hence its
‘challenge’ to the Opposition to face Parliament
and bring in a no-confidence motion. And it
was precisely for this reason that the Opposi-
tion too was more keen on taking the issue to
the people, by focussing on the larger security
related concerns the expose has raised and ar-
guing that the Vajpayee regime has lost its
“moral authority” to rule. A regrettable upshot
of the realpolitik driven strategies of the two
sides has been a virtual paralysis of Parliament
for days together, with crucial financial and leg-
islative business remaining stalled.

With the numbers on its side, the Vajpayee
Government may well expect to ride out the
Tehelka-induced political storm, with no im-
mediate threat to its survival, having bought

time until the judicial inquiry comes up with its |

findings. But such expectation has necessarily
to be tempered with the negative potential of
the several faultlines the episode has either in-
duced or aggravated within the ruling establish-
ment ag well as in the BJP-RSS relationship. For
instay(ce, the rumblings in the Samata Party —
in the wake of Mr. Fernandes’ resignation —

and the defiance its three other Ministers had
shown by insisting on quitting office as an ex-
pression of solidarity with their leader. True,
Mr. Fernandes has succeeded in getting them
round, but the now subdued sense of hurt may
not take long to surface. Then, there was the
discordant note struck by Mr. Ramakrishna
Hegde of the Janata Dal (United)'about Mr. Fer-
nandes being retained as conyénor of the NDA.
WA v\],

What could be really worrisoine post-the
Tehelka expose in the intra-NDA\and intra-
Sangh Parivar context, however, is the issue in-
volving the Prime Minister’s Principal Secreta-
ry, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, whose name figures
rather indirectly in the murky story featured on
the videotape. The Shiv Sena supremo, Mr. Bal
Thackeray, and the RSS chief, Mr. K. S. Sudar-
shan, have been forthright in their criticism of
Mr. Mishra (besides a few other key function-
aries in the PMO notably Mr. N. K. Singh); Mr.
Sudarshan even called into question the com-
petence and constitutional propriety of those
officials. To the extent that Mr. Mishra has be-
come involved in the controvessy, the case for
bringing his role also into hard scrutiny under
the microscope of the judicial inquiry is un-
assailable. An important factor to reckon with,
of course, is that those in the governmental and
political establishments of the ruling coalition
who were ‘aggrieved’ with the PMO top brass
{(on account of what they perceived to be its
overweening authority) have found in the Te-
helka tapes a potent instrument to press for
change. Given that the forces at work include
his detractors within his own party, the BJP, and
its ideological fountainhead, the RSS, the tra-
vails of Mr. Vajpayee and the coalitioryheads

are indeed far from over.
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“Atal envoy on IIllSSlOIl
to mollify Mamata’

A\
® Nitish gets Rly ® NDA ulti atum angers Trinamool

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Kolkata, March 20

THE PRIME Minister gave
Nitish Kumar the portfolio
Mamata Banerjee held before
pulling out of the NDA, on a day
that the BJP decided to dispatch
a senior leader to Kolkata to pla-
cate the Trinamool leader, furi-
ous.over a letter asking her to
make up her mind in 24 hours on
her relation with the NDA.

Mamata Banerjee’s office
received the letter in the after-
noon yesterday. The letter, which
Sudip Bandopadhyay claimed
was signed by Sudheendra
Kulkarni, said the Trinamool
should reaffirm its faith in the
Prime Minister and back the
Government. It said the party
should come out with an
announcement in 24 hours so
that “the country is not pushed
into the vortex of instability by
the machinations of the Con-
gress and the CPI(M)”.

But Kailashpati Mishra, who

meets Mamata here tomorrow as
the BJP’s emissary, said in Delhi
that the PMO had nothing to do
with the letter: he had signed it,
and not Kulkarni. He said in a
statement that the BJP is ready
for an alliance with the Tri-
namool if it supports the Vajpay-
ee Government from outside.

On a day of conflicting signals,
there were reports that the BJP
has decided to contest all 294
seats in West Bengal. The Tri-
namool evidently did not expect
this. The party’s Chief Whip in
the Lok Sabha, Sudip Bandopad-
hyay said in Kolkata that his
party still stood by the seat-shar-
ing commitment, but would not
swap any of the 39 seats it had
given the BJP.

Prospects for a poll tie-up
between the Congress and Tri-
namool seemed to improve today.
Sudip Bandopadhyay said formal
talks with the Congress had not
started, but his party doesn’t
mind including it in the fight
against the Left Front. “We are

happy to note that in the Banga-
lore AICC session, the Congress
took a stand against the Left
Front.” In Delhi, Ambika Soni
said an alliance now depends on
what Mamata decides.

As for the BJP, the Trinamool
wanted to stand by its seat-shar-
ing commitment with the party,
though it refused to fall in line
over support to the NDA. Ban-
dopadhyay said his party saw the
letter as an ultimatum from the
NDA, if not as a threat.

“Our parliamentary party
took a unanimous decision on
withdrawing support from the
NDA on March 15. We will not
change our stand and there is no
question of going back to the
NDA,” he said. “We think this is
improper, uncivilised and unac-
ceptable. If the BJP wants to
snap ties, it is welcome. But we
have made a seat-adjustment
with them and we stick to that.
We will not change a single seat
that the BJP wants us to change.”

Related reports on Pag:s 3 &/9/
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NDA PLANS CAMPAIGN AGAINST TEHELKA FALLOUT

RAWATBHATA (Rajasthan), MARCH 18. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, today went
on a counter-offensive against the Congress
which had demanded his resignation after the
“expose” of corruption in defence deals, chal-
lenging it to a trial of strength in Parliament.

Addressing a rally of BJP workers here, Mr.
Vajpayee said the Congress lacked the re-
quired number in the House and was, there-
fore, levelling allegations and demanding his
Government's resignation outside Parliament.

“The Congress has a habit of toppling gov-
ernments and in forging alliance with other
parties to come to power, something which
the party has done in Bihar,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the Congress was
“upset with the achievements of my Govern-
ment — stable Government, sound economy
and social harmony. That is why it wants to
topple the Government.”

Challenging the Opposition to bring a no-
confidence motion and obstruct budgetary
debate in Parliament, he said the Government
was ready to face the trial of strength on the
floor of the House. — PTI

Our New Delhi Special Correspondent re-
ports:

The NDA plans to begin a campaign to
counter the fallout of Tehelka tapes expose
during the recesses period of Parliament.

The NDA convenor, Mr. George Fernandes,
who met the Prime Minister here this evening,
said the campaign would be launched on
March 23, coinciding with the birth anniver-
sary of Ram Manohar Lohia. Covering all State
Capitals and major population centres the
campaign would continue till April 16, he said.

Sonia has no right
to question us: BJP
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty today lashed out at the Coneress president,

Ms Sonia éand 1, for demanding the re51gna-
tion of the Vajphyee Government on “moral
grounds”. Mr. Jaha Krishnamurthi, BJP presi-
dent, reminded Ms. Gandhi that she had not
articulated the need for Rajiv Gandhi to resign
after the Bofors scandal erupted, nor had her
mother-in-law, Indira Gandhi, offered to step
down after the Nagarwala scam. Even when
numerous scandals rocked the Narasimha
Government, Ms. Gandhi had never expressed
the view that he should step down.

The party was critical of the Opposition for ‘

blocking a debate in Parliament, for not want-
ing to wait for the judicial inquiry to complete
its work, and for going against all norms of
parliamentary functioning.

PM ready for trial of stren

As always the BJP president, covered the
obvious holes in the security set-up that the
Tehelka tapes have revealed by pointing out
that no one can question the personal integri-
ty of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. What seems to have stung the party
more than anything else is the Congress
charge that the BJP-led Government has com-
mitted an act of treason. ‘‘Yeh desh ke saath
dhokha aur gaddari hai” the party stated in
Bangalore where the AICC plenary session has
just ended.

“Only the Congress can say that a foreigner !
has become a patriot and a nationalist a trai-

Atomic units inaugurated: Page 11

‘Competent men should man PMO’

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The RSS sarsanghcha-
lak, Mr. K.S. Sudershan, today more than
hinted that the organisation was unhappy
with the set-up in the Prime Minister’s Office,
and that it would like to see the Prime Minis-
ter’s Principal Secretary, Mr. Brajesh Mishra,
pack his bags, but said it was for the Prime
Minister to act.

While categorically stating that there was
“no need” for the Government to go follow-
ing the disclosures in the Tehelka videotapes
that have scandalised the whole nation, Mr.
Sudershan was not so charitable when re-
sponding to questions from the media relat-
ed to Mr. Mishra and to the Prime Minister’s
foster son-in-law, Mr. Ranjan Bhattacharya.

He was addressing a press conference at
the venue of the Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi
Sabha, national council session of the RSS
here today. To a question on the role of Mr.
Mishra, the RSS chief said that “if there were
competent people (in the PMO) then it (the
Tehelka scandal) would not have taken

|
|
|
|
tor,”” Mr. Krishnamurthi said. ;
[
|
|
!
|

place.” The RSS “had been telling the Prime |
Minister to appoint only competent people; |
they (Mr. Mishra and some others) do not |
have the competence they are expected to |
have . we have advised him, it is up to him to |
act.”

PTI reports:

Mr. Sudershan tonight clarified that he |
made no remarks against the functioning of |
the PMO. :

“A reporter had said that in Indira Gand-
hi's regime, (her son) Sanjay Gandhi had
emerged an extra-constitutional authority
and sought my comments on the role of Mr.
Ranjan Bhattacharya. I replied in a general
way that there should not be any extra-con-
stitutional centre. This should by no means
be interpreted that I implied that there is ex-
tra-constitutional centre in the present
PMO,” he said in a statement. Referring to
the competence of the PMO, Mr. Sudershan
said, “I had said that the PMO should be
managed by competent officers in a general
way.”
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/ NDA reposes faith

—1n Fernandes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Ma‘kh 16
The NDA today reposed full
faith in Mr George Fernandes’s
leadership and rejected the
idea of persuading the Miss
Mamata Banerjee to return to

' the coalition.
After an NDA meeting, Mr
. Fernandes said the Trinamul
had let the coalition down by

ing said at the meeting that Mr
Fernandes would return as def-
ence minister after four or five
months.

Mr Fernandes denied that the
Samata Party was pressing for
the resignation of PMO officials
whose names had been men-
tioned in the Tehelka tapes.

But his MPs had demanded
their ouster? Mr Fernandes
said the party hadn’t made any

pulling out of it during its hour

of crisis.

So, is Miss Banerjee an oppor-

tumst? Mr Fernandes said she
i too had fought the polls on the

NDA manifesto and the Prime

Minister campaigned for her
MPs as well. The Trinamul ac-
- tion was a “great let down”.
Confirming his loyalty to the
NDA, he said he would try to
persuade the three Samata
ministers not to press for their
resignations. The NDA has rej-
ected their resignation letters.
Mr Fernandes sounded confi-
dent apparently because the
inquiry proposed by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee is time-bound.
The parliamentary affairs min-
ister, Mr Pramod Mahajan,
quoted Mr LK Advani as hav-

On page 6 g

| ¥ BJP talks of |

| international conspiracy

W Cong prepares to put |
govt on the mat

| @ Tainted Army ofﬁcers i
are RfDay awardees

such demand He, however
said the inquiry would take
care of all aspects mentioned in
the tapes, including the alleged
role of the officials.

Samata MPs’ demand: But
Samata MPs today demanded a
“clean up” of the PMO and the
removal of the Prime Minister’s
principal secretary, Mr Brajesh
Mishra, reports PTI. “Mr
Vajpayee should immediately

remove Mr Mishra if he’s keen
on presenting a clean image of

‘his government,” Mr Pra-

bhunath Singh told journalists.

Mr Singh and Mr Raghunath
Jha criticised Mr Mishra and
Mr Vajpayee's foster son-in-

- law, Mr Ranjan Bhattacharya.

They alleged that Mr
Fernandes had been made the
sacrificial goat. Mr Singh said:
“We, Samata Party MPs, are
sending a letter to Mr Vajpayee

today in this regard.” N
. Nitish and Co. adamant: The
i three Samata ministers, led by

the agriculture minister, Mr
Nitish Kumar, today insisted
that their: resignations be
accepted, adds UNL

. They sent their resignation

. letters to.Mr Vajpayee again

today after he had rejected
them last night.

“We have stated in the letters |
that we will continue to be part
of NDA and our leader will... be
its convener,” a Samata leader
said. But Mr Vajpayee has to
accept . the three Samata
ministers resignation because
they don’t want to continue in

their post after Mr Fernandes
was forced to quit. ,
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M@E.m@ bows to /mﬁ.@mmi.ﬁ Mamata resigns, quits NDA

By Smita Gupta .J,\/

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Under mounting pressure from
NDA partners, a powerful section of the BJP and
the opposition as well, defence minister George
Fernandes finally bowed out of the government
at 8 p.m. on Thursday. His announcement of res-
ignation came barely two hours after President
K.R. Narayanan called Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee to Rashtrapati Bhavan for a
meeting at 6 p.m.

In his nationally televised address, which came
four hours after president of Samata Party Jaya
Jaitly stepped down in the wake of the ‘armsgate’,
Mr Fernandes proclaimed his innocence, and said
during his tenure he had tried to introduce trans-
parency in the defence administration.

But the damage had already been done. For, at
5 p.m., the Trinamul Congress withdrew both
from the government and the INDA, vowing not
to return even if Mr Fernandes were to quit. With
this, the strength of the NDA government slipped
from 301 (its strength after the five-member
PMK Jeft it last month) to 292, leaving it with a
bare majority of 20.

Earlier in the day, taking its cue from the
Trinamul Congress, which had initially demanded
the sacking of Mr Fernandes as its price for stay-
ing on in the government, the Janata Dal-United
wrote to the PM endorsing that demand and
announced it would decide its political future on
March 19 at its parliamentary party meet. There
were similar murmurings, though offstage, from

v o
the Shiv §erfa and the Akali Dal, that it might be
difficult fér Mr Vajpayee to continue as Prime
Minister upless Mr Fernandes was dropped.

President Narayanan reportedly summoned
the Prime Minister on Thursday evening to
advise him that Mr Fernandes should go. As an
official put it, “The Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces wants to know about issues that
concern the national security of the country.” But
officially Rashtrapati Bhawan only said, “...the
President apprised the Prime Minister about his
recently concluded visit to Mauritius.. while the
Prime Minister briefed the President about the
general situation in the country.”

Within the BIP, too, there was pressure all day
from the Advani camp on the PM to drop not just
Fernandes, but also to “cleanse” the PMO of offi-
cials named in the tapes, including national secu-
rity adviser Brajeshh Mishra. Indeed, BJP sources
said that the feeling in the RSS and the Advani
camp— which is gradually regaining control of
the party—was that it would be better to lose the
government and recoup to fight another day than
allow this “tarnished” government to continue.

The Samata Party, which in a bid to stem the
tide against Fernandes had got Jaya Jaitly to step
down, went into a huddle following the defence
minister’s exit. The party which was earlier unit-
ed in the view that Mr Fernandes should stay on
was apparently trying to decide whether it should
quit the NDA, too, in solidarity with their leader.
If the 12-member Samata decides to opt out of
the NDA, the Vajpayee government will be left

R 2 T S 0 R R G O S

THE PARTY'S OVER

. ¢
George Fernandes

Mamata Banserjee

Resignations accepted

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister has
accepted the resignations of defence minister
George Fernandes, railway minister Mamata
Banerjee and minister of state for external
affairs Ajit Panja, and forwarded them to the
President, PMO sources confinned late on
Thursday night,

with a majority of just eight.

Yerran Naidu of the 29-member Telugu Desam
Party, which is currently supporting the NDA
government from the outside, said, with Mr
Fernandes’ exit “that chapter is over. We will
maintain the status quo”.

Meanwhile, in a day of swiftly moving develop-
ments, the erstwhile United Front was reborn as

the People’s Front with former West Bengal chief
minister Jyoti Basu as chairperson and
Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav
as convenor. The Left parties, the SP and the JD-
S formed the core, and there were indications
that the RJID, too, would lend its support to the
PF.

The Congress, which was demanding the ouster
of the Vajpayee government, softened its stand
on the Samajwadi Party, with which it has had an
antagonistic relationship for the past two years.
When asked whether the disaster of 1998 would
be repeated in case the possibility of an alterna-
tive government came up again, a Congress
leader said, “We are contemplating every step in
a calibrated way.”

Union agriculture minister Nitish Kumar and
two ministers of state belonging to the Samata
Party followed their leader George Fernandes in
resigning from the government, but the resigna-
tions were rejected by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Besides Nitish Kumar, minister
of state for railways Digvijay Singh and minister
of state for consumer affairs V. Sreenivasa Prasad
had submitted their resignations in solidarity
with Mr Fernandes.

Earlier on Thursday, Jaya Jaitly resigned as
Samata Party president and said her party was
“seriously contemplating” filing a defamation
suit against tehelka.com for dragging her name in
a fictitious defence deal.

“] am taking the step to resign to spare the

party unnecessary attack and denigration,” said
Ms Jaitly. Tehelka’s secretly-filmed tapes showed
money being given in Ms Jaitly’s presence at
George Fernandes’ residence by those seeking to
strike a fictitious defence deal.

As for the status of R.K. Jain, the former
national treasurer of the Samata Party who fig-
ured prominently in the video footage, Ms Jaitly
said he had resigned from the party’s primary
membership on Thursday.

“I will not stop my fight against the conspira-
tors and allow dubious blackmailers to harm the
interests of the country,” said Ms Jaitly, adding
that party vice-president V.V. Krishna Rao had
been appointed as the acting president.

On Wednesday, Ms Jaitly had said she would
not resign since she had done nothing wrong. “I
have not taken any money personally. I had
asked those who had visited me to hand over the
donation to the party officials concerned for our
party’s national convention,” she said, claiming
her party had never interfered with the working
of any department or with the government at any
level including the defence ministry.

INSIDE
P State legislature adjourned, Page 3
P Third alternative launched, Page 7
» R.K. Gupta provided shelter to RSS men, Pag
» Expose shocks army officers, Page 8
P See Edit: Chor Bazaar, Page 10
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VENALITY, WIDESPREAD AND massive, its re-
ach extending from the low to the higher reaches
of the NDA Government, stands exposed by Te-
helka’s sting operation that was made public on
Tuesday. The story itself, the result of a pains-
taking investigation spread over several months,
has all the elements of high drama, with some of
the players boastful and even comical in their
corrupt ways. The ethics of a sting operation us-
ing money to get a story is no doubt problem-
atical, and waving bundles of currency notes
before a person may not be the fairest way of
testing his integrity. Also, what was involved here
is a sham, rather than a real deal, and much of
the information and innuendo about key politi-
cal players comes by way of hearsay, from oper-
ators who can be expected to make boastful,
exaggerated claims to connections in high office.
Yet what stands exposed is a pervasive tendency
towards corruption that is even more worrisome
from the standpoint of good governance and the
democratic polity than any specific instance of a
corrupt deal. The fact that two intrepid reporters
could gain access to key purchase decision mak-
ers with some money but mostly with the prom-
ise of huge kickbacks and the blatant manner in
which money was demanded and taken show
how permissive the administration has become
under the NDA Government. ~

Defence purchases are shrouded i secrecy
and governments typically invoke false security
considerations and unstated foreign relations
gains to evade public scrutiny; and they o
widest scope for corruption. It is ironic thad this
scandal should surface when the Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, in a grand show of
cleansing his Ministry had asked the Chief Vigi-
lance Commissioner to probe major deals of the
past. It has now been demonstrated beyond
doubt that a most unholy nexus exists between
political party operatives, officials in the Defence

ini igh ranking army officers connected

public’s faith in the decision making process in-

NDA’S HOUR OF SHAME i ©. &

volved in the purchase of arms and equipment
vital to the country’s defence stands rudely shak-
en. Some of the officers involved in the scandal
have been placed under suspension. However,
that the Defence Ministry is so steeped in corrup-
tion, with so many officials in the Ministry and so
many key decision makers in the army being
found to be on the take, and that the president of
the Samata Party was caught taking money in the
Defence Minister’'s house cannot be explained
away. Even if the charges of corruption do not
stick personally, the moral and political respon-
sibility for this state of affairs alone would make
Mr. Fernandes’ continuance in office untenable.

The political implications of the Tehelka ex-
pose are already being felt in Parliament and
ought not to be underestimated. The heads of the
two parties, the BJP and the Samata, now stand
exposed. The NDA itself had carefully cultivated
its image as a clean dispensation different from,
say, the Congress(I) regimes of the past that were
associated with corruption scandals. That sheen
would seem to have vanished suddenly. The
massive expose of corruption has also opened up
a new front for the Opposition even as the NDA
remains vulnerable on the communal issue as
well. One lesson the NDA seems to have learnt
from the past is that it is not sound political strat-
egy to ignore charges of corruption or to stone-
wall and dismiss them with grand imperiousness,
as Rajiv Gandhi learnt to his cost. An enquiry has
been announced and efforts would be on to put a
distance between those who have been exposed
and key players in political office. Yet, political
compulsions would dictate how thorough the
cleansing process can be and how high it could
reach, and in the face of such damning evidence
caught on camera, damage control measures can
help only to a limited extent. In the immediate
aftermath, the BJP’'s NDA partners, particularly
the Trinamool Congress apd the DMK, who are
facing elections to the Syate Assemblies are going
to face embarrassingmoments. It is going to be
difficult for the NPA to live down this 17“ of

shame.
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NI DA pa,rtflers join Opp

In In slam

(M-

|t Correspondent (} (~ /
New Delhi, February 26 )IJ\
POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS

stood blurred as some NDA allies
joined the Congress, the Left par-
ties and other Qpposition group-
ings in slamming the Railway
Budget 2001-02.

Amidst stray and individual

voices demanding Railway Min-
ister Mamata Bannerjee’s resig-
nation, the Opposition dubbed
the Railway Budget as “pop-
ulist”; a “tale of woes accompa-
nied by a bagful of excuses” and

*a make-believe exercise” that
ignored basic issues like develop-
mental requirements and safety
norms and was geared towards
the forthcoming assembly elec-
tions, especially in West Bengal.

Unlike the multi-pronged and

broad-based attack of the Oppo-

sition, NDA allies like the Biju

Janata Dal, the Shiv Sena and the
Samata concentrated their criti-
cism on the Railway Budget’s
“regional imbalances”, “gross
injustice” and “step motherly
treatment” of their respective
regions. The BJD, in fact, had
staged a walkout from the House
to lodge its protest. Although the
TDP was guarded in its criticism,
it made it clear that it would pur-
sue with its demands for new
trains and extending services to
different regions in the state
which had not been met.
Spearheading the Opposition
attack, Mr Madhavrao Scindia,
Congress Deputy Leader in Lok
Sabha and a former Rail
Minister himself, sald
Railway Budget

owrah-Yashwan

"sense of helpless despondency
and dependence.” As he listed out
the woes that dog the Railway
Ministry and the string of unful-
filled promises from the Jast
Railway Budget, including meth-

ods of raising revenues, Mr
Scindia came down heavily on
the government’s inability to
power a strategy to tone up the
railway system. He charged that
the Railway Budget was merely
meant “to reap dividends in an
election.”

Outlining the financial mess
in the railway system, the Con-
gress leader also warned that
rehabilitation and renewal work
would suffer for want of
resources and the rise in freight
tariff could spell major diversion
to road transport.

His colleague and Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Man-
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mohan Singh stressed that the
Railway Budget failed to initiate
a new direction for the railways

.for a new plan period or come up

with a strategy to avert the cer-
tain collapse the railway system
was heading for.

The CPI-M Polit Bureau
warned that the Railway Minis-
ter’s populist gimmicks foretold
of imminent additional burdens
and said that the increased
freight charges would contribute
to general inflation in the coun-
try--a point raised by the CPI-ML
too. It is absolutely certain that
post-assembly elections, addi-
tional burdens on the people are
in the offing to compensate the
manipulated budgetary balanc-
ing done on the basis of exagger-
ated projections and ith
drawals from the capi und
the CPI-M said.
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Southern shock
to Atal alliance

i
FROM KAY BENEDICT 9

New Delhi, Feb. 5: In a jolt to
the Vajpayee government, the
Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK)
today quit the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) ahead of
its plans to join the Jay-
alalitha-led ADMK front in
Tamil Nadu.

PMK chief S. Ramadoss and
the party’s two ministers of state
— N.T. Shanmugham (coal) and
E. Ponnuswamy (petroleum and
natural gas) — met Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee this
morning and submitted their
resignations. Their resignations

! are yet to be accepted.

Ramadoss told reporters at
Chennai airport tonight that he
will meet Jayalalitha at 11.30 am
tOomorrow.

Though the five-MP party’s de-
cision to pull out will not have any
impact on the government’s sta-
bility, it has dealt a psychological
blow tothe NDA and increased Va-
jpayee’s dependence on demand-
ing allies such as the Telugu Des-
am and the Trinamul Congress.

The PMK is the first party to
pull out of the coalition since it
formed the government in Octo-
ber 1999.

Sources said the Prime Minis-
ter is not unduly worried as Ra-
madoss, in his letter, has men-
tioned that he will offer support to
the NDA government in the event
of any crisis.

“We formed the NDA with a
high commitment to the cause
of the people of India and the
PMK is still committed to that
philosophy. But circumstances
in Tamil Nadu have made us
part company with the NDA,”

7 N P

Ramadoss said in his letter.

The sources said Ramadoss
had suggested a mahajot — an
anti-DMK alliance which will
include the ADMK — modelled on
a proposal in Bengal, where the
BJP is not averse to a pact with the
Congress in an anti-Left forma-
tion. But Vajpayee rejected the
proposal outright as he is wary of
Jayalalitha.

The Prime Minister held a
meeting with ministerial col-
leagues L.K. Advani, George Fer-
nandes, Jaswant Singh and BJP
president Bangaru Laxman fol-
lowing the resignations of the two
PMK members.

“In terms of pure arithmetic,
it (the PMK pullout) will not affect
the stability of the Central.gov-
ernment. In psychological terms,
yes, there is an impact on both
sides,” agreed Laxman.

Efforts are on to humour the
PMK and Fernandes is likely to
keep the dialogue on with Rama-
doss until he decides which way to

go during the state polls due in -

April-May.

The relationship between Ra-
madoss and Tamil Nadu chief
minister M. Karunanidhi had
soured over the past six months.
The PMK chief, sources said, feels
the DMK government has become
unpopular and is unlikely to be
voted back to power in the Assem-
bly elections.

The PMK move comes ahead of
a meeting scheduled between Ra-
madoss and Karunanidhi later
this month to discuss the Assem-
bly elections, including seat ad-
justments.

The PMK fell out with the
DMK after Karunanidhi rejected

_ the smaller ally’s demand that it

be allowed to form the govern-
ment in Pondicherry should the
NDA win the Assembly elections
there.

The PMK, a party of Vanniars,
claims it has a large following
among the backward community
in Pondicherry.

The PMK is crucial for any
winning combination in Tamil
Nadu as the Vanniars make up a
large part of the electorate in the
north and can influence the
outcome in 60 Assembly con-
stituencies. In 1998, when the
PMK was with Jayalalitha, the
combine won impressively and in
1999, when Ramadoss crossed
over to the DMK front, the ADMK
suffered.

Sources said that Vajpayee,
though not overly worried about
the PMK’s decision to leave the
NDA, told Ramadoss that he was
free to sew up state-level alliances
but should keep supporting the
coalition at the Centre, a PMK
source said.

Vajpayee's aversion to Jay-
alalitha notwithstanding, a sec-
tion of BJP leaders agrees with
Ramadoss that Karunanidhi is a
liability and the ADMK chief will
head the next government in
Chennai after the Assembly elec-
tions.

Sources said that Ramadoss
had, over the past one year, com-
plained against Karunanidhi to
Vajpayee at least six times, but the
Prime Minister had not taken any
action.

Ramadoss had wanted his bete
noire Vazhapadi Ramamurthy to
be dropped from the NDA, but
both Vajpayee and Karunanidhi
had rejected his demand.
® More reports on Page 6
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