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-win situation
for Samata in
‘Manipur

- STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ¢ L

j NEW DELH], June 1. - The political instability pnd possibility of

 imposition of President’s rule in Manipur has put|the Samata Par-
 ty in an all-win situation. The Centre will take a decision on Man-
ipur Governor, Mr Ved Marwah's recommendation of President’s
rule in the state by this weekend.

Given the state's current political situation, the Centre is left with
two options ~ accepting or rejecting the recommendation. If the
. Centre accepts it, it would vindicate Samata Party’s stand. Samata
| Party had been demandmg imposition of President’s rule since the
. Radhabinod Koijam government fell on the Assembly Floor,

5 If the Centre rejects the Governor’s recommendations, Mr Radha-
! binod Koijam would be asked to continue as caretaker chief minis-
| ter till a popular government is formed. In effect, this would mean
| reinstallation of the Koijam government, Samata’s initial demand.
‘j Sources said the President would send the report to the Prime

. Minister through the Cabinet secretary and seek the Centre’s opin-
5 ion. A copy will also sent to the home minister. Since Mr Advani is
| in Leh today to inaugurate the Sindhu festival, a decision is unlike-
1 ly to be taken tonight.

' The Prime Minister will tour quake-affected areas in Gujarat on

' Sunday. The Ceritre could take a decision tomorrow when all the

| top leaders would be in Delhi.

\ In its bid to buy peace with Samata Party, the BJP president, Mr
Jana Krishnamurthy, had said his party and the Samata would not
take part in formation of the government in Manipur and would

| stay away from from attempts made by othe¥ parties or groups.

Senior BJP leaders had, however, differed with their ally and said
they did not want popular mandate and democratic process to be
subverted in the state. They even foresaw a split in the party.

The Manipur political situation continues to be fluid. The Speak-
er, Mr S Dhananjoy Singh, withdrew his claim to form the govern-
| ment. But in his enthusiasm, he made a grave technical error. He

staked claim while still being the House Speaker and thus flouted

1 Supreme Court ruling. He could also not muster requisite support.
i Mr Dhananjoy Singh has yet not resigned from thepost. But his po-

. sition has been diluted after the incident.
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\\‘Mampur developments internal
* ¢ matter between BIJP, Samata’

Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MAY 21. Although the
Manipur developments did not
figure at the NDA meeting at the
Prime Minister’s residence this
evening, the BJP made its position
quite clear — it could consider
imposing President’s rule in the
State, it insisted that a whip had
been issued and disciplinary ac-
tion could follow against MLAs
who violated it, and the party
would not stake claim to form a
Government.

The External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, briefing news-
persons on the NDA meeting, re-
sponded to a number of
questions on the Manipur devel-
opments and its impact on the
BJP’s relationship with one of its
key allies, the Samata Party. He
said the issue was an “internal
matter between the BJP and the
Samata Party” and did not con-
cern the NDA. He also refused to
accept that the Samata Party’s ini-
tial reaction to the defeat of its
Government at the hands of the
BJP in Manipur was a “threat.”
The Samata had earlier in the day
said it could consider walking out
of the NDA Government and also
withdrawing support to the BJP-
led Government in Jharkhand.

Mr Singh said the Manipur de-
velopments were not a betrayal
by the BJP but the result of “ex-
treme factionalism.” He insisted

The Samata Party leaders, Mr. George Fernandes,
Mr. Digvijay Singh and Ms. Jaya Jaitly, on their way to
attend the party’s national executive meeting in New

Delhi on Monday. — Photo: R. V. Moorthy

that “‘the BJP had issued a whip”
to party MLAs to support the Rad-
habinod Koijam Government, but
24 of jts 26 MLAs violated the
whip.

It will now be up to the party
president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurti,
to consider what disciplinary ac-

tion could be and should be taken
against the MLAs, Mr. Singh said.

Mr. Singh also refused to accept
that the Samata leader and NDA
convenor, Mr. George Fernandes,
had stayed away from the NDA
meeting as a mark of protest. He
said the reason of his absence was

7 1 MAY 2W1

the national executive committee
meeting of his party. But this did
not explain the fact that the exec-
utive committee meeting had

been fixed with the knowledge of

Mr. Fernandes, and he as conve-
nor had also called the NDA
meeting. Moreover, it was known
days earlier that the Koijam Gov-
ernment would be seeking a vote
of confidence today and there
was every possibility of the BJP
MLAs not supporting it. The Sa-
mata Party had itself been warn-
ing of this eventuality.

Mr. Singh made it clear that a
short spell of President’s Rule in
Manipur could be one way of get-
ting out of the Manipur mess, but
reports from Manipur suggest
that the BJP- Samata crisis could
deepen with the BJP staking claim
to forming a Government. If the
BJP continues to claim that was
happening without a green signal
from the central leadership, it
would be tantamount to accept-
ing that indiscipline had reached
new heights in the party.

In fact, the BJP-Samata crisis
could spill over to Jharkhand from
Manipur, with the Samata plan-
ning to pull back support to the
BJP-led Government there, but
BJP may have plans to keep some
of the Samata’s men who are in
government there — after all, it is
not easy to say no to Cabinet

berths offered as lollipops, and 2
the BJP knows it only too weV
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HT Correspondents ‘
New Delhi/Imphal, May 20

THE PRIME Minister today
stepped in to resolve the
Manipur deadlock as the Sama-
ta Party renewed its pullout
threat from the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment after the BJP failed to
issue a whip to its ML As to sup-
port the Radha Binod Koijam
ministry in tomorrow’s trust
vote.

BJP chief K Jana Krishna-
murthi’s promise from Mus-
soorie to back the Manipur
Chief Minister failed to soothe
the Samata’s nerves, given the
rebellious mood of BJP MLAs.
The anxiety was duly reflected
in Jaya Jaitly’s tone as she said,
“Krishnamurthi’s assurance
from Mussoorie will have to
reach Manipur. Why is the BJP
delaying a whip to its MLAs?”

Koijam also said the BJP
should clearly spell out its
stand and alleged Speaker S
Dhananjay Singh was support-
ing the dissidents to install a
BJP-led Government. He said
25 of the 26 BJP MLAs had been
locked up at the Speaker’s bun-
galow and “even their wives
and children are not being
allowed to meet them”.

Jaitly, however, made it clear
that even if the Samata pulled
out of the Vajpayee Govern-
ment, it would stay on in the
NDA. At an hour-long meeting
with Samata leader and NDA
convenor George Fernandes,
Vajpayee assured him that he
would try to solve the problem.

Notwithstanding his leaders’
promises, dissident BJP leader
R K Dorendra Singh said he
was preparing to win the trust
vote by “all means”. All the 35
legislators loyal to him have

CHAUTALA THREATENS
SUPPORT RETHINK

ANOTHER NDA constituent, the
Indian Nationat Lok Dal, ot Sunday
said it would rethink its support to
the Government if Rashtriya Lok
Dal leader Ajit Singh is made a min-
ister. “Our party would be forced to
reconsider its support to the NDA
Government if Singh is inducted in
the Cabinet,” said INLD chief Om
Prakash Chautala. There are five
INLD MPs in the Lok Sabha

PTI, Kosi Kala

been camping at the Speaker’s
residence since May 5.

BJP MLAs are dead against
propping up a Samata Chief
Minister any longer as the
party’s strength in the 60-mem-
ber Manipur House has shot up
to 26 after admitting 18 MLAs of
the Progressive Manipur State
Congress.

Since the Samata has only 13
MLAs, Koijam was advised to
seek a trust vote after a meeting
between Fernandes and Krish-
namurthi, who promised the
BJP would not destabilise the
Samata ministry.

But Manipur BJP leaders,
who want Dorendra Singh to
replace Koijam, told the central
leadership that Koijam did not
command a majority in the
House.

The crisis began to unfold on
May 14 after two coalition part-
ners, the NCP and the Federal
Party of Manipur (with two leg-
islators each) withdrew sup-
port to Koijam. The Chief Min-
ister promptly sacked four BJP
and two FPM ministers, alleg-
ing that they had links with
militants. Seven more minis-

ters resigned in protest. /

HE HINDUSTAN THE:



L

i \)\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 19. — The NDA gove
ment faces a serious crisis as its oldest an
most trusted ally, Samata Party, today threat-
ened to quit the coalition. The provocation:
BJP’s alleged attempt to destabilise the
Samata-led government in Manipur.

“The BJP is bent upon breaking the coalition
dharma in Manipur where our party leader
Radhabinod Koijam heads the coalition govern-
ment,” said the Samata general secretary, Dr
Sambhu Srivastava. The party’s national execu-
tive will meet on Monday to decide on the issue.

Mr Jana Krishnamurthy, had assured the
Samata leader and NDA convener, Mr George
Fernandes, that the BJP would continue to
support the Keijam government. ,

But the latest development suggests th
party is backing out of its stand. Mr Srivastava
said: “If the BJP, the principal party in the
Vajpayee government, can’t honour an assur-

/Samata thré?

tens pull-out
ance given to the NDA convenor, what is the
point in continuing in the government? The
coalition government is based on trust and we
expected the BJP to reciprocate the same trust
that we reposed in them.”

He, however, said if the Samata pulled out of
e government, it would extend outside sup-
port. Mr Srivastava said if the BJP wanted Mr
Koijam to be replaced by one of its leaders, it
should have informed Mr Fernandes.

The relationship between the two parties were
further strained today after the BJP refused to
send a senior leader to Manipur on the plea that
the leaders will have to attend the party’s Mussorie
convention to be held on Sunday and Monday.

The Manipur Assembly will vote on Mr Koi-
jam’s trust motion on Monday. Mr Fernandes
today wrote to Mr Krishnamurthy requesting
him to issue a three-line whip to BJP MLAs in
Manipur asking them to vote for the govern-
emnt. The BJP, however, didn’t comply with it.

¥ Another report on page 7
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By SOROOR AHMED

Patna, April 29: As the two- day natlona
executive of the RJD ended after reposing ull
faith in the leadership of Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav and demanding reservation in judicia-
ry and constitution of judicial commission by
the Union government, uncertainty prevails in
the rebel camp here.

The crossing over of dissident ministers
Monazir Hassan and Akhilesh Singh and
MLAs like Mr Sheetal Ram and Mr Surendra
Prasad Singh just on the eve of the national
executive meeting came as a big blow to the
Laloo loyalists.

Apart from former ministers Shankar Prasad
Tekriwal, Rapf Das Rai and Mr Ilyas Hussain
(all MLAs)y4and three MLCs Upendra Prasad
Singh, Méhammad Shamim and Kumar
Rakesi Ranjan there is nobody left in the
rebgt camp here.

Hal in Patna on Sunday. A photograph by Krishna Murari Kishan

BACK/AN CONTROL: Former Bihar chief minister and RJD chief Laloo Prasad Yadav at the national executive meet of fus pariy au o.n.iva.

As Mr Hussain, Mr Rai and Mr Te nwal
are no longer the members of the Rabri Cabi-
net and the other three are members of the
Upper House, the government faces absolute-
ly no threat.

Although RJD spokesperson Shivanand
Tiwary said that the leadership was till now
not aware of any split in the RID Parliamen-
tary Party, the fact is that Mr Laloo Yadav is -
not bothered about what is going on in New
Delhi.

However, it was announced on Sunday that
the RJD chief would undertake a nationwide
tour after May 10 to launch an agitation
against the economic policy of the Centre.

Mr Laloo Yadav’s task has been made easi-
er by the change in the strategy of Dr Ranjan
Yadav.

Sensing that bringing down the Rabri gov-
ernment is nearly an impossible task, the RID
breakaway group is now concentrating more

in ensuring a place in the Nauonal Democrat-
ic Alliance and subsequently getting minister-
ial berth in the Vajpayee government.

The Union agriculture minister, Mr Nitish
Kumar, has already made the offer to join
NDA and Dr Ranjan Yadav has been in touch
with Union civil aviation minister Sharad
Yadav and others.

This sudden change in approach of the dissi-
dents has dismayed some of the trusted lieu-
tenants of Dr Ranjan Yadav in Bihar, as they
will not benefit from this development in
New Delhi.

However, political observers feel that Dr
Ranjan Yadav is not in a bargaining position,
as he is the member of the Rajya Sabha.
However, the RJD general secretary of the
party, Mr Ram Kripal Yadav, told The Asian
Age: “Gaddaronkp jagah mil sakti hai (The
traitors can get pface in the Vajpayee govern-
ment.)”

THE ASIAN AGE
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, April 29. - Hav-
ing split the RJD in the Lok
Sabha, the breakaway group led
by Mr Ranjan Yadav today said
they were in touch with forces
opposed to Mr Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav to topple the Rabri Devi
government even as the Samata
Party and Lok Janshakti openly
supported the rebels.
RJD (Democratic) spokesman
Mr Anwarul Haq (MP) said 10
MPs in the Rajya Sabha would
split soon and claimed that sev-
en of them were with Mr Ran-
jan Yadav. “We will meet in a
. day or two and finalise the split
| in the upper House,” rebel MPs
i - Kumkum Rai and Dhfmma

Viriyo - said.

, Paswan’s

The rebels clalmed that 60 out
of 115 RJD MLAs did not at-
tend the RJD national execu-
tive meeting in Patna yesterday
and described them as support-
ers of Mr Ranjan Yadav. They
said presidents of 11 state units
did not attend the meeting. *

The RJD (D) leaders said they
would visit Patna soon to unite
anti-Laloo forces. Asked if they
would accept support from a
scam-tainted party to dislodge
another scam-tainted one, they
said: “for Bihar's development
we are ready to do anything.”

Refuting Mr Laloo Yadav’s

statement that he had expelled RJD organisational polls wou-
Mr Ranjan Yadav, Nagmani ld be held from 5 June to Octo- .
and Bhante Dhamma Viriyo, ber, UNI adds from Patna.
all MPs, from the primary _
membership of the party, Mr B Another report onW
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pa
rt RJD rebels

Hagq said they had quit on their
own much before the RJD
chief's announcement. Mr Haq
described the-RJD chief as “Hi- -
tler” and alleged that ‘jungle
raj’ prevailed in the state.

They alleged Mr Laloo Yadav
was only interested in ruling
Bihar through “remote control”.
“He has got his wife installed as
the chief minister. Then he will
see that his daughter takes over
and then finally his son.” .

Mr Ram Vilas Paswan said:
“We will support Mr Ranjan
Yadav to form an alternative
government.”
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HT Correspondents

New Delhi & Patna, Aprzl 28
THE RASHTRIYA Janata Dal
Parliamentary Party headed for
a split on Saturday with the
expelled leaders forming a sepa-
rate group, the RJD (Democrat-
ic), in the Lok Sabha.

The leader of the new group
and Chatra MP Nagmani wrote
a letter to the Lok Sabha speaker
G M C Balayogi requesting him
to accord recognition to the new
group.

Speaking to the Hindustan
Times from New Delhi on tele-
phone, Nagmani said that he
had formally communicated to
the Speaker for the recognition
of their new party. The other
two members of the new group
included Anwarul Haq (Sheo-
har) and Sukhdeo Paswan
(Araria).

The RJID has altogether seven

W\
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MPs in Lok Sabha out of which
four have remained with the
group led by Laloo Prasad
Yadav. The dissident camp, how-
ever, has not yet approached the

PTI PHOTO
Laloo Yadav and Rabri Devi at the national executive meeting in Patna
on Saturday.

Rajya Sabha chairman for
recognition of their group.

The swift move follows the
expulsion of Ranjan Yadav from
the RJD by Laloo Prasad Yadav.

D\h/ads for split

Reacting to this, Yadav told the
Hindustan Times from New that
he felt liberated and expressed
satisfaction that he would not be
a party to the destruction of the
RJD.

Dubbmg his expulsion as an
autocratic act he said the RJD
chief had not adhered to the
party constitution before con-
vening the national executive
meeting. He claimed that most
of the national executive mem-
bers had boycotted the meeting
including state presidents and
members drawn from eight
States.

As Ranjan Yadav fumed and
fretted in New Delhi his sup-
porters in Patna appeared divid-
ed. Many of the known dissi-
dents like Monajir Hassan,
Akhilesh Prasad Singh, Sheetal
Ram and Surendra Singh>

attended the national executive
meéting /
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Samata face

WV

{\V
A THREAT of split leoomed large
over Samata Party tonight as it
plunged into a crisis over the
issue of the withdrawal of resig-
nation of three of its ministers
from the Union Cabinet with six
dissident party MPs opposing the
move.

The rebels, accounting for half
of the party's strength in the Lok
Sabha, held an emergency meet-
ing at the residence of Manjay
Lal and drafted a six-page letter
addressed to George Fernandes
to protest the decision, dissident
MP Prabhunath Singh told medi-
apersons. Prabhunath Singh
went to the extent of saying that
he had decided to quit his Lok
Sabha seat as he was “hurt” by
the decision.

"What will the people in our
constituencies say if these Minis-
ters do such drama of resigning
one day and withdrawing it

New Delhi, March 19

P?another day,h}a:ed He

claimed though George Fernan-
des had said that the Samata Par-
iamentary Party was unani-
ous in its decision, at least half
of the MPs had a different view.

Asked why he did not air his
views at the meeting, the dissi-
dent MP said, "I came out of the
meeting barely for a minute and
when I returned, I was told that
the decision has already been
taken. I was shocked and sur-
prised." "We are hurt. The deci-
sion will be suicidal for the party,
"he said, adding he would send
his resignation letter along with
a letter to Fernandes.

Singh said the meeting was
attended by Raghunath Jha,
Manjay Lal, Arun Kumar, Brah-
manand Mandal and Mahendra
Baitha.On the Tehelka expose,
Singh said, "Anybody
name figures in the ta
be probed - be it a
PMO official.”

ister or a
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~Samata ministers’ retutit stokes revolt

A
\
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NEW DELHI, March 19. ~ Three Samata

Party leaders, Mr Nitish Kumar, Mr Digvi-

' jay Singh, and Mr Srinivasa Prasad, who

had quit the ministry in solidarity with Mr
George Fernandes, today withdrew their
resignations and returned to work.

The decision has triggered a sort of rebel-
lion in the party with at least six MPs call-
ing it as a “climb-down and a betrayal of
workers’ aspirations.” But the rebellion ap-
pears more of a hard bargain to get berths in

: the Cabinet.

The Samata Party said there was no “dea-
I” behind withdrawing the resignations. It
said Mr Fernandes’s persuaded his collea-

i gues to get back to work. “The three Sama-

ta Party ministers withdrew their resigna-

. tions because Mr Fernandes prevailed
| upon them. He told them that even though

he was r&more in the government, the Sa-

mata Party was not only part of the NDA
but even committed to strengthen it,” the
party spokesman, Dr Shambhu Srivastava,
said. An upset party MP, Mr Prabhunath
Singh, who had asked the Prime Minister
to take action against the PMO officials
named in the Tehelka tapes, protested the
withdrawal of resignations.

He and five MPs — Mr Manje Lal, Mr Ra-
ghunath Jha, Mr Mahedra Baitya, Mr Ar-
un Kumar and Mr Brahmanand Mandal -
met at his residence and sent a letter to Mr
Fernandes, conveying theig unhappiness.

According to sources, they have reported-
ly argued that the withdrawal of resigna-
tions will result in the party losing face in
Bihar. They reportedly said the decision
was taken in a hush-hush manner overrul-
ing their feelings. Mr Singh has threat-
ened to resign his Lok Sabha seat. His
statement that six MPs are oh one side
suggested a possible split in the 12-mem-

T K e -
LK L8 W I INRp PT)

ber parliamentary party. At the same time
he talked of continued support to the NDA

In fact, these are the same six MPs who re
volted against Mr Nitish Kumar when he
mooted the merger.of the Samata-Party anc
the Janata Dal-U. Their ‘rebellion” may
have more to do with lobbying for minister
ial berths. Mr Fernandes’s exit has left a ‘va
cancy for the Samata quota in the govern-
ment. Many of these MPs, including Mr
Singh, have been aspirants for ministership.

Soon after voicing their protests, the six
MPs joined their party colleagues for a din-
ner at Mr Nitish Kumar’s residence. Ac-
cording to sources, Mr Fernandes is likely
to meet them tomorrow.

Meanwhile, the six-member Janata Dal-
U Parliamentary Party today passed a res-
olution criticising Mr Fernandes for with-
drawing the invitation to Mr Ramakrishna

Hegde to attend the NDA meeting last
week. _



Samata has major role

f>

By Our Special Correspondent

\W

NEW DELHN MARCH 16. A day after his resignation as
. Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, today said
" he opposed the decision of his Samata Party col-
leagues in the Union Cabinet to follow suit. He was
also “hurt’ by the move of the Trinamool Congress
leader, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, to leave the National
Democratic Alliance.

Speaking to reporters here, he said the Samata
Party had a major responsibility towards the NDA
Government having contested on a common agenda
and urged his colleagues — M. Nitish Kumar, Mr. V.

. Sreenivasa Prasad and Mr. Digvijay Singh — not to

insist on resigning from the Council of Ministers.

The three Ministers met this evening at Mr. Ku-
mar’s residence after Mr. Fernandes urged them to
reconsider their decision. Mr. Prasad told The Hindu
that they would meet Mr. Fernandes tomorrow be-
fore arriving at a final decision,

After a meeting late last night at Mr. Fernandes’
residence, attended by party MPs and the acting
president, Mr. V. V. Krishna Rao, the situation fol-
lowing the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s rejection of the Ministers’ resignations, was
discussed. The party also decided to remain in the
NDA and continue supporting the Government from
outside.

With Mr. Nitish Kumar taking the initiative of not
remaining in the Union Cabinet after Mr. Fernandes
had resigned in the wake of the charges, the other
two also endorsed the decision, which was conveyed
to the Prime Minister this morning, party sources
said.

Commenting on Ms. Banerjee’s action, Mr. Fer-
nandes said he felt “very hurt” and claimed that
after the scandal broke out, the Trinamool leader,
Mr. Sudip Banerjee, had asked him not to resign, but
fight the “calumny”.

Mr. Fernandes said Ms. Banerjee had always turn-
ed to him whenever she faced a problem, but on this
occasion she “did not even show the courtesy of
talking to him”.

It may be recalled, that Ms. Banerjee had sought
Mr. Fernandes’ assistance to highlight the CPI(M)’s
“atrocities” against her party workers in West Ben-
gal's Midnapore district last year. The issue became
controversial after the Bengal Government objected
to a Central Minister making inquiries in the State.

Addressing party workers and supporters at his
residence this morning, Mr. Fernandes criticised the
Congress and the Left parties for stalling Parliament
proceedings. If the Opposition wanted him to resign,
they could have made the demand in Parliament,
not on the streets or through the media. He said the

“in NDA: Fernandes

Opposition parties did not have “even an iota of
patriotism”. Mr. Fernandes also defended Ms. Jaya
Jaitly saying she was approached by the fictitious
arms dealers in her capacity as the Samata presi-
dent, and even then she asked them to donate the
money to the party’s national executive,

‘Armed forces penetrated’
PTI reports:

Turning to the defence establishment, Mr. Fe
nandes said tehelka.com’s operation showed that
“‘various levels in the armed forces have been pene-
trated”’, and felt it could only benefit the country’s
enermies.

“I have reasons to believe that it (the portal) has
penetrated the defence establishment. My extreme
concern is that by creating a fictitious organisation
and a story and offering five-star hotel luxuries and
booze, various levels in the armed forces have been
penetrated. The illegal exercise might have cost
crores of rupees,” he said.

The nation’s security had also sought to be sub-
verted by those preventing a discussion on the issue
in Parliament, Mr. Fernandes said. Attempts were
being made by certain quarters to lower the morale
of the troops posted along the borders and in Sia-
chen by ensuring that reports about the ‘“‘rubbish”
defence deals reached them through radio and tele-
vision without any discussion in Parliament.

JD(U) leaders <

action questioned

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 16. The Janata Dal (United), a con-
stituent of the NDA, was divided over the decision of
its parliamentary party leader, Mr. Devendra Yadav,
asking for the resignation of the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes.

Two party MPs, Mr. Nawal Kishore and Mr. Ram
Jeevan Singh, joined issue with Mr. Yadav question-
ing his move to write a letter to the Prime Minister
on the matter.

In a letter to the party chief, Mr. Sharad Yadav, the
two MPs complained that when the JD(U) parlia-
mentary party was yet to meet Mr. Yadav’s action of
writing the letter and circulating it was against pro-
priety.

The MPs sought the intervention of the party chief
and wanted to know if the MPs were bound by the
party’'s decision or could chart their individual
course.
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Jaitly steps down
as president v«

of Samata Party v

HT Correspondent #
New Delhi, March 15

BARELY A day after she {irmly
ruled out any chance of stepping
down from her post, Samata
Party president Jaya Jaitlv today
did a volte face and resigned say-
ing that she wanted to save her
party from “unnecessary attack
and denigration”.

She lashed out at the Opposi-
tion for their “irresponsible
behaviour” in stalling Parlia-
ment since Tuesday.

The truth was not being
allowed to come out in the House
and her resignation was to
protest against this. she said.

“During the last few days.
there has been a deliberate cam-
paign of calumny against a host
of individuals based on dubious
tapes accumulated by dubious
characters.

“Unfortunately the Opposi-
tion, in complete disregard of
propriety, fair play, democratic
norms and national interest has
stalled the functioning of Parlia-
ment,” she told newspersons at
her party office this evening
while announcing her resigna-
tion.

Party

vice-president V K

JAYA JAITLY

Krishna Rao has heen appointed
as the acting president.

Jaitly charged that the
purpose of the tehelka tapes
was to destabilise the NDA
Government and certain people
had connived with the Opposi-
tion to carry this out. :

She said her party
seriously considering filing
a defamation suit against
tehelka.com. which had released
secret tapes showing money
being handed over in her
presence at Defence Minist
George Fernandes' house.

was
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hi, March 13: After
innocence through the
the tehelka.com tapes
ehad accepted Rs 1lakh
’, BJP chief Bangaru
'signed late tonight.
" in the day, Laxman
1e money he took from
n reporters posing as
'rs was “actually meant
nd”, ‘
:d Laxman, who reluc-
the media at his resi-
l: “He (the reporter) did

h;md a new execu-
internal elections
;shes and democra-
£sident is elected.

pe okay, okay.

mSo0 that process...

1as- The rest of Jaya
:e is inaudible]

la(contmumg) .We

wP because he said,
do 50 per cent ex-
tcherest.”

pxs loudly]
contmumg) So the

n'r contribution...

., yeah

t’ (continuing) ...we

san arms dealer. They

re traders, and so many
«d businessmen come,
‘hemoney saying it was
md,"
:d: “The videotape also
party fund. I took it and
1oney to the treasurer
ish Goyal).”
T, the transcript of the
the money was meant:
rear gift”. The reporter
'eRs5lakh. And today I
ou Rs 1 lakh. For just
ing. A New Year gift.
| gift for the New Year
t "
point, Laxman accepts
and tucks it away in

Sneed your blessing
we need your bless-
WS, our company. -
glrgai: This compa-
t{ quality products.
.0ds.] And now they
gblg way for commer-
cnd also make amark

h’rlmm

. gurgai: That is what

¢~ And they arz mak-
rmt vision blnoculars

t Natura]ly, probably
j1ow because I don’t
pabout these things,
1ave to.... whenever
itrant into the field,
—pst the things...
_Murgai: So for that
1est has been made:
Hmm.
.Murgai: - That we
o give and our item

should be tested. Generally what

-'happens is that lot of requests

keep coming. So we want that at
least...

Jaya Jaitly: Eventually they go
on quality and price.

Maj. Gen. Murgai: That’s right.
But initially they have to short-
list.

Jaya Jaitly: Hmm. If there’s any
way... if they are refusing to test it,
that’s then we can step into the
picture. In normal course, they
would be.

Surendra Sulekha: They should
be.

Jaya Jaitly: (continuing) ... if
they are impressed with either the
price or the look or whatever,
there has to be something which
would attract their attention...
Tehelka: Yeah. .

Maj. Gen. Murgai: So some-
where the... if they don’t, then
prohably your help may be re-
quired.

Jaya Jaitly: Yeah.

Maj. Gen. Murgai: ...at least test
the equipment.

Jaya Jaitly: Yeah, if they don’t,
we can always say, “Look you
mustn’t treat anybody unfairly.
Give everybody a chance.”
Tehelka: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Jaya Jaitly: If there is any unfair
practice, we can step in.... Because
if we... if we try to favour anybody
particularly, specially when we
don’t know a thing, then we may
be doing injustice to somebody
else.

Tehelka: Yeah.

Jaya Jaitly: But if we say, “Look,
don’t do injustice to anybody...

" And if somebody is being unfairly

treated, not being called...
Tehelka: Okay.

Jaya Jaitly: For the cause of the party? A file picture.
Ay

Jaya Jaitly: (continuing) ...some-
body else is being favoured and
you're not even being asked...
Tehelka: Okay.

Jaya Jaitly: (continuing) ...then
we’ll say, “Look, you please do, be-
cause then it’s in our interest.”
Tehelka: Okay

Jaya Jaitly: ...it’s in national in-
terest to cons1der all.

Tehelka; Okay.

Jaya Jaitly: “You then take the
best, which is at the best price.”
Surendra Sulekha: Okay.

Jaya Jaitly: So if any that whole
thing is going wrong, then we can
step in if need be.

Tehelka: No, we need that, at this
stage we need that, Two compa-
nies, they are... they are not allow-
ing the third company to the pic-
ture.

Maj. Gen. Murgai: That’s right.
Jaya Jaitly: No, why should they
not? ‘
Surendra  Sulekha: First
whether they do or not, then we
will see...

Jaya Jaitly: First you'd be...
you’d be applying. Then you’ll
naturally grab an opportunity to
ask them, “Look, now 1 have ap-
plied. Are you going to respond to
me at all or not?” If they say, “No,
no, we can’t”, “we don’t know”,
“we’ll let you know”, and they
don’t sound very convincing, then
we’ll see.... But otherwise after all
when somebody applies, they
can’tjust say, “We’ll see.”
Tehelka: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

dJaya Jaitly: If they say, “Yes, cer-

tainly we’ll consider your thing -

and get back to you by such and

such a time... If they do that I real-
ly don’t know how they function
at all.

Surendra Sulekha: First, you
have to apply, then you have to
wait for the response.

Tehelka: That already. That
process is over right now.
Surendra Sulekha: We'll have to
wait the response. Then I... in
case,

Jaya Jaitly: After a reasonable
time you can chat with them and
say send them a reminder. And
then if they don’t, we can ask.
Tehelka: Okay.

Maj. Gen. Murgai (addressmg
Tehelka): You see, sometimes, as
Madam has very rightly brought
out, things are moymg m rlght di-
rection. :

Tehelka: OKay.

Samata silence after slur

FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, March 13: The Tehel-
ka revelations have not only dealt
a blow to the Samata Party move
to topple the Rabri Devi regime in
Bihar, but also to the carefully-
cultivated image of defence minis-
ter George Fernandes as a “cru-
sader” against corruption.

According to the tapes, Jaya
Jaitly was given Rs 2 lakh for in-
fluencing certain defence deals.
The money was accepted ostensi-
bly for “party funds”.

After the Ajay Jadeja episode
last year — when she kicked
up a row over an income-tax
raid at her residence in connec-
tion with match-fixing charges

i against the crikcket star —

Jaitly has again come under a
cloud giving rebels in the party a
toehold to fglaunch a campaign
against her.; i

There was no word from the
Samata camb All Samata leaders
went undergfound immediately
after word ‘was out about the
Tehelka tapes. Their phone calls

—————

— =

were not answered and cellphones
were switched off.

Much of the incriminating
conversation Tehelka conducted
was with Samata treasurer R.K.
Jain, who claimed that he acted as
the link between arms dealers and
Fernandes and Jaya Jaitly.

In her conversation with the
Tehelka pointsman, Jaitly said
money was needed for the party
fund. She said party leader and
Union minister of state Srinivas
Prasad is hosting the Samata na-
tional council “where 500-800 peo-
ple will be going”. Giving details
of the national council, Jaitly said:
“We need some help because he
(Prasad) said ‘Look I can do 50 per
cent expense. You do the rest....So
the rest... whatever contribu-
tions.” Bits of the conversation
with Jaitly were conducted in
Malayalam.

R.K. Jain, a little known busi-
nessman, was made Samata trea-
surer two years ago by Fernandes.
Known as Fernandes’ “briefcase”
man, the Tehelka held a series of
meetings with him to strike the
deal.

According to Tehelka, he

mation on present and past de-
fence deals.

Tehelka said the conversation
“incriminated beyond redemp-
tion” the defence minister and the
Samata Party. Jain said he was

proved to be a “goldmine” of infor--

handpicked by Fernandes for the
job. “Iam close to the boss because
of money matters, he has to talk to
the treasurer.”

Jain talked about his role in
the first defence deal after Fernan-
des became minister. According
to Tehelka, when the Samata had
no money and had just come to
power, Suresh Nanda of the
Crown Corporation paid Rs 1
crore for help in getting the order
of 250 Armoured Recovery Vehi-
cles for a Slovakian company. The
tender was worth Rs 250 crore,
Jain is quoted as saying. The
other competitors were a Czecho-
slovakian and Polish firm.

Jain also worked for the Air
Jet Trainers project. He said he
was approached by Mapo-MiG
people. “I went to boss (Fernan-
des)and told him, sir, this'is some-
thing. This is very big job, worth
Rs 4,000 crore, Rs 3,600 to be pre-
cise.”

The commission was fixed at
10 per cent and in this particular
deal, the Prime Minister is also
going to be involved at one stage.
It needs Cabinet approval. “So my
party expects at least three per
cent, PM House will expect at least
three per cent,” Jain is quoted as
saying.

Jain admitted that Jaitly ggve
him permission to go to MogCow
to sign the deal with thg’ MiG
people.

L
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~ Samata hopes to lead
& Véoalltlon in Manipur

By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHL, FEB. 11. The Samata Party, which has the
maximum number of MLAs among Opposition par-
ties in Manipur at present, hopes it would get an
opportunity to lead a coalition government in the
State after the Manipur State Congress Party-led Ni-
pamacha Government was reduced to a minority
today.

In a House of 60, the Samata Party has 12 MLAs,
10 of whom led by Mr. Radha Binod Koijam joined
the outfit last month leaving the Congress. The Sa-
mata is part of a five-party alliance called the Mani-
pur Democratic Front (MDF) along with the BJP (six
MILAs), the Nationalist Congress Party (two) and the
Manipur People’s Party (one) and Janata Dal-§
(one).

“The Samata has the largest number of MLAs in
the MDF and it expects to get the support of other
partners to lead the coalition,” the party general
secretary, Dr. Shambu Shrivastwa,
told The Hindu.

Dr. Shrivastwa was leaving for Imphal tomorrow

to chalk out the strategy and assist the State unit and
instal its MLA as the leader of the coalition.

Mr. W. Nipamacha, heading the coalition of the
United Legislature Front, was reduced to a minority
after eight Ministers left the Manipur State Congress
Party. Mr. Singh’s Government faced a no-confi-
dence motion which was admitted by the Speaker of
the Assembly, Mr. S. Dhananjoy Singh, on Decem-
ber 1, last year. But it could not be taken up since the
Assembly was adjourned sine die after the motion
was admitted.

The effective strength of Manipur Legislative As-
sembly is 59 following the death of a Samata Party
MILA last month. The MDF would require support of
30 MLAs to prove its majority which it hopes to
achieve with the support of eight MLAs who quit the
MSCP Government today.

Much would depend on the role of the Union
Minister, Mr. Th. Chouba Singh of the MSCP, who
was earlier asked by the party to withdraw from the
Vajpayee-led NDA Government. Mr. Singh left here
this morning for Imphal.

A senior BJP functionary saw the MSCP threat
pullout from the NDA as an internal matter of t
party which, he said, was irked after the Samata P:
ty, another constituent of the NDA, had earlier ¢
manded imposition of President’s rule in Manip
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/Tiﬂs in Samata

over mergery %
issite continue”

By Vinayanand Jha *} \
The Times of India News Servi

PATNA: The stalemate in the stafe
Samata Party ap-
pears to hav
ended with the
declaration to
hold elections for
the state councils
of Bihar and
Jharkhand sepa-
rately here on
January 5 in the
iti local Vidyapati

Nitish Kumar Bhavan. But dif-
ferences inside the party over the
issue of the merger between. the
Samata Party and the JD (U) led
by Sharad Yadav have not yet been
sorted out.

A decision fo hold the party’s
state council elections was taken
here on Sunday by senior party
leader and Union agriculture minis-
ter Nitish Kumar in consultation
with the state legislature party
leader Umashankar Singh and oth-
er leaders. State election officer-
cum- spokesman of the party P.K.
Sinha said that before announcing
the date of elections, Mr Kumar had
a long telephonic talk with the par-
ty’s state chief Raghunath Jha, “In
fact, it was on the suggestions of Jha
that the date of January S for the
elections was fixed,” Mr Sinba said,
adding that it had also been ap-
proved by the party’s national elec-
tion officer Ram Krishna Hegde.

In the state-level election, state
president and members of the na-
tional council of the party would

Bihar and Jharkhand would be held
in Patna as the members elected to
the national council would directly
leave for Mysore to participate in
the national council meeting to be
held there on January 8 and 9.

But seven out of 12 Samata Party
MPs, including Mr Jha, are still op-
posing any merger move with the
JD (U). Mr Jha told this newspaper
on Sunday that he was still holding
the view that if Mr Kumar re-

mained adamant on the merger
proposal the party would split. Of
the 12 MPs, 10 are from Bihar. “At
no cost we will allow the merger to
formalise,” he said, accusing Mr
Kumar of inviting trouble to the
party. “What was the need for con-
vening the party’s legislature party
meeting here by Nitish Kumar and
taking an authorisation slip from
party legislators for the initiation of
the merger?” he asked.

His view that it was under a ‘con-

; spiracy’ that the council meeting

was not being convened stood vin-
dicated with the declaration of the

| election date, On this issue Mr Jha
* said that this was a good step in the

right direction, since the election of
the national council of the party
was also going to be held soon,

Mr Jha further stated that Mr
Kumar, on the other hand, still held
the same view that merger between
the Samata Party and the JD (U)
was the decision of the national
council taken at its meeting held on
January 6 last.

On the merger with the JD (U),
Mr Jha said that the situation had
completely changed from what ex-
isted in January last and any merger
issues should be reviewed in the
changed political scenario. “The JD
(U) of today is a truncated one with
the exit of communications minister
Ram Vilas Paswan from it and his
floating a new party, and any merg-
er at this juncture would not help
the alliance te consolidate back-
ward caste votes in its favour,” he
stated,

c//

also be elected. Elections for both
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gamata Party rebels firm on demands

By Our Staff Correspondent ,\/\@

VYSORE, JAN. 9.The internal bick-
erings in the Samata Party,
brought to the fore by six rebel
MPs of the party from Bihar, con-
tinue to persist despite claims to
the contrary by the party presi-
dent, Ms. Jaya Jaitly.

The dissident leader, Mr.
Raghunath jha, and his followers
arrived” here to attend the Na-
tional Council meeting of the
party which concluded today. Is-
sues raised by the dissidents re-
main and are ‘“far from over”’ as
admitted by the MPs themselves.

Mr. Prabhunath Singh, one of
the dissidents, refuted claims
that the issues had been resolved
just because they were attending
the meeting,

“Nothing is over and we have
come here only at the invitation
of Mr. George Fernandes. The
Samata Party will meet on Janu-
ary 14 to thrash out the issues
and this includes the question of
leadership in Bihar.”

Asked whether the rebel MPs
would be satisfied with the deci-
sion of Mr. Fernandes, he said
“only if it was favourable to us”’.
However, he expressed satisfac-
tion over the statement of Mr.
Fernandes that there was no pro-
posal before the party for merger
with any party. This issue might
be treated as closed, he said.

Mr. Raghunath jha said he had
nothing personal against Ms.
Jaya Jaitly, who was elected Pres-
ident of the party, but he would
have been happy if Mr. Fer-
nandes was elected to the post.

The Union Agriculture Minis-
ter, Mr. Nitish Kumar, said he
was not affected by the develop-
ments, and added that he could
not please everyone.

The significance of the fact
that Mr. Nitish Kumar did not
share the dais with the rebel MPs

The Samata Party leader, Ms. Jaya Jaitly, with the rebel MP,
Mr. Raghunath Jha, at the party meet in Mysore on Tuesday.

and instead preferred to sit with
the audience throughout the ses-
sion was not lost on those at-
tending the meeting.

However, Ms. Jaya Jaitly said
that the two-day conference
ended successfully with dele-
gates from all over the country
attending it.

At a press conference, she par-
ried all questions on the party’s
leadership in Bihar. She said it
was purely an internal affair and
was left to the party leaders in
Bihar.

Earlier, participating in the
plenary session, Ms. jaya Jaitly
said that the Samata Party was a
major pillar of the National
Democratic Alliance. She criti-
cised the Opposition parties for
seeking the resignation of the
BJP leaders chargesheeted in the
Babri Masjid demolition case.

Ms. Jaya Jaitly endorsed the
leadership and the policy initia-
tives of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Vajpayee, and said the Samata
Party would go by Mr. Vajpayee’s
words on the Ayodhya issue.

The Minister of State for Rail-

ways, Mr. Digvijay Singh, said the
party was not deviating from its
stand on issues such as Ayodhya
and Uniform Civil Code.

Mr. Nitish Kumar said the
Centre was planning to impose
quantitative restrictions on im-
ports to check dumping of goods
and fall in prices of foodgrains.

He said 45 lakh tonnes of ed-
ible oil was imported as a result
of which the price of oil crashed
leaving farmers in the lurch. He
reiterated the Centre’s commit-
ment to help farmers.

Mr. Nitish Kumnar criticised the
Opposition parties and some
States for blaming the Centre for
problems faced by farmers. The
Centre could not procure alil
foodgrains, and the States should
help resolve the problems of
farmers.

The situation called for a pol-
icy on decentralisation of pro-
curement, storage and
marketing of agricultural pro-
duce. The Centre had constitu-
ted a committee of experts to
suggest ways to help farmers to
market their proaduce. The com-
mittee would submit its report

—

within three months, he said.

The Samata Party leaders also
addressed a public meeting here.

PSU recruitment
drive sought in J&K

The Jammu and Kashmir unit
of the Samata Party has demand-
ed that the public sector under-
takings (PSUs) launch a special
recruitment drive for the benefit
of the unemployed youth in that
State.

It also called for strengthening
the peace process initiated by
the BJP-led NDA Government at
the Centre.

In a memorandum submitted
to the Defence Minister, Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes, at a convention
of the Samata Party being held
here, the unit said that a special
recruitment drive could be con-
ducted by amending some rules.
It would help in restoring peace
in Jammu and Kashmir to an ex-
tent.

The unit urged the Centre to
implement telecom and 1T pro-
jects in Jammu and Kashmir to
generate employment opportu-
nities. It wanted priority given to
completion of Qazigund-Bara-

" mullah and Jammu-Udhampur

railway lines.

The party sought a CBI inquiry
into the “wealth accumulated by
the elected representatives
through dubious means”. The
legislators and Ministers of that
State should be asked to disclose
the assets owned by them.

Security cover

The party alleged that the security
cover given to leaders of various
political parties was being with-
drawn by the J&K Government.
The Government was providing
security only to the leaders of the
National Conference. The party
sought the release of innocent ci-
tizens languishing in various jails

in that State. /

Guwahati HC slaps |
notice on Jain

GUWAHATI, JAN. 9. The Guwahati
High Court today slapped a notice
on the Jain TV owner, Dr. J.K. Jain,
for defaming a sitting judge of the
court in the ongoing RAW-Jain-
18! controversy. Dr. Jain, through
his channel Jain TV, had alleged
that Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister,
stalled the appointment of Justice
AH. Saikia for his “alleged con-
troversial link".

A division bench of the Guwa-
hati High Court today issued no-
tice to Dr. Jain to show cause as to
why a contempt proceeding
should not be initiated against
him for "an attempt to malign |
and damage the reputation of a
judge of Guwahati High Court.”

RAW warning |
In New Dethi, employees of the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) defended their organisa-
tion and urged Dr. Jain to desist
from raking up an “unwanted”
controversy by claiming that the
intelligence outfit had termed
him as an “1S] agent” in its report

to the Prime Minister's Office.
The Cabinet Secretariat (RAW)
Employees Association,, in a let-
ter to Dr. Jain, said the report he
was referring to did not mention
that he was an IS] agent. "It seems
your perception of being an IS!
agent is self-conceived.” — UNI !

Maharashtra pays
Rs. 114 cr. to Enron

MUMBA!, JAN. 9. The U.S. energy
major, Enron, tonight received a
cheque for Rs. 114-crore from the
Maharashtra  Government, a
company spokesman said.

“We are pleased that the Gov-
ernment has provided for the ¢
State Electricity Board to clear |
outstanding payment to the Dab-
hol Power Company for October .
2000. We look forward to resolv- .
ing in a timely manner the out- ;
standing for November 2000, :
which is Rs. 148 crore.” — PT" ~
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[ By Our Staff Correspondent)(\o
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MYSORE PLENARY / JHA AND REBELS ‘MISS THE FLIGHT’

MYSORE, JAN. 8. The Samata Party
leader and the Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, today de-
nied that there was split in the
party and dubbed it as media
speculation.

Speaking after inaugurating the
plenary session of the party’s na-
tional council, Mr. Fernandes
called on party members not to
be swayed by media comments of
a split and maintained that the
party had notched impressive
gains and was growing in pop-
ularity.

Jaya Jaitly reelected
Earlier, Ms. Jaya Jaitly was

. unanimously re-elected president

of the party. Ms. Jaitly’s name was
proposed by the Union Agricul-
ture Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar,
and seconded by the Uttar Pra-
desh unit president, Mr. Ramash-
ree Verma. The election of Ms.
Jaitly was a foregone conclusion
in party circles.

Ms. Jaitly was then authorised ‘

to nominate members to the na-
tional executive and other office-
bearers.

The national council is meeting
under a cloud with the dissidents,
led by Mr.Raghunath Jha, Bihar
unit chief, having threatened to
keep off. However, Mr. Fer-
nandes, had a different story to
tell. “They were expected to reach
here this morning, but heavy fog
in Delhi delayed their flight. They
waited at the airport for more
than five hours and returned
home for a wash when the plane
took off, and Mr. Jha and others
missed the flight.”” He blamed the
media for portraying a mere dif-
ference of opinion as a split. The
issue of merging with the Sharad
Yadav-led Janata Dal (U) was not

is intact:

The Samata Party leader, Ms. Jaya Jaitley (second from right),

ernandes

who was reelected party president in Mysore on Monday, seen
with the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes (centre), and
the Agriculture Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar (extreme right).

directly referred to by Mr. Fer-
nandes, though he mentioned in
passing that the party would keep
its doors open and was not averse
to growing with people who
shared similar ideologies.

Mr. Fernandes dwelt at length
to the ‘‘secular politics” being
practiced by other parties and de-
fended the NDA Government. He
reiterated that the Government
was committed to respecting the
judgment of the Supreme Court
on the Ayodhya issue.

He said even the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. AB. Vajpayee, had ex-
pressed similar views in his recent
“musings” in newspapers and
had condemned the demolition
of the Babri Masjid. Yet, this was
not being welcomed by the Oppo-
sition.

Criticising the Congress and the
CPI(M) in West Bengal, Mr. Fer-
nandes, said that it was during the
reign of the former that more than

THE ! TN
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4,000 Sikhs were butchered in
Delhi following the assassination
of Indira Gandhi in 1984.

On Bihar, Mr. Fernandes, in the
name of secular politics no devel-
opment had taken place in the re-
gion for the last five years.

Central rule demanded

The national council passed
three resolutions including one
seeking imposition of President’s
rule on West Bengal and Manipur.
The party expressed distress at
the “politics of violence let loose
by the Marxist Government of
West Bengal against its political
adversaries”.

In another resolution, the party
urged the Centre to make the res-
toration of democracy in Fiji and
the reinstallation of Mr. Mahen-
dra Chaudhary as Prime Minister
a priority of its foreign policy

agenda.
Yol




NEW DELHI/MYSORE, Jan.
8. — The warring factions in
the Samata Party have called
a temporary truce. The six
dissident MPs, who yesterday
said they would boycott the
party’s national council
' meeting at Mysore, left Delhi
this evening for the venue.
The signs of reconciliation
were evident as party leaders
chose to “unanimously” re-

elect Mrs Jaya Jaitley as the
president. Mr George
Fernandes worked out a

reconciliation formula.

The dissidents, including Mr
| Raghunath Jha, Mr Arun
| Kumar, Mr Prabhunath
| Singh, Mr Brahmanand
i Mandal, Mr Manjaylal and Mr
| Mahendra Baitha, left for
| Mysore by an Indian Airlines
| flight in the evening.

Inaugurating the meet, Mr
| Fernandes said dense fog in
| Delhi had made it impossible
E for their flight to take off. He
' said earlier that the dissidents

amata fac

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Lf\/\ would taﬂ

ﬁlght in the
morning.
Mr Arun Kulpar said: “Mr
Fernandes hal been in

constant touch with us since
last night. He again called up
from Mpysore this afternoon
around 3 p.m. and informed us
that the leadership was
willing to consider our
demands. He requested us to
attend the meet where all
senior leaders were present.
Now since most of our
grievances have been
addressed and the remaining
ones we have been told would
be settled during the meet,
there was no need to boycott
the council meet. We all will be

in Mysore by night.”
He said they won't raise the
contentious issue — party’s

proposed merger with the
Janata Dal-United — since Mr
Fernandes had said in Mysore
that no such proposal was
pending before the party.
“Why should we rake up this
subject when the top

leadersmwny denying

speculated that the party

ons Sall truce

the merger move? We are, ;
however, not going to relent if |
somebody else raises it.” 1

Another party leader said a |
change in the dissidents’ '
belligerent mood came after
Mr Nitish Kumar softened his
stance, at least for now, and
allowed the re-election of Mrs
Jaitley. Mr Kumar was being
considered a prime contender
for the party presidency after
the “gpilt” since it was being

would toe his line on issues of
merger and Bihar party unit |
elections. The dissidents .
appeared cheerful about Mrs |
Jaitley’s re-election. !
Mr Fernandes said Mr
Kumar’s resignation was a
thing 'of the past. He said
while there was no proposal
for a merger with any other
party, the possibility could not
be ruled out. :
Mr Fernandes lashed out at :
Opposition parties, particu-
larly the Congress, for their
failure to support the govern-

ment on constructive 1ssue/s/



Samata rebels

reject George

plea to attend party meet

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE gy Cb’\T\
NEW DELHI, Jan. 7. — Patch-up efforts by
defence minister George Fernandes to end
dissidence within the Samata Party failed today
as the six rebel MPs rejected his request to
attend the two-day national council meeting
beginning in Mysore tomorrow.

They wanted him to rule out the Samata
Party’s merger with the JD-U and recognise Mr
Raghunath Jha as president of the party’s Bihar
unit.

Mr Fernandes failed to give any commitment

: but promised to look into the matter after his
return from Mysore, another rebel MP Mr
Prabhunath Singh said after the meeting.

If an acceptable formula could not be worked
. out, the MPs would urge Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr
' GCM Balayogi, to recognise them as a separate
group in Parliament, Mr Jha said.

The dissident group is opposed to Union
agriculture minister Mr Nitish Kumar’s merger
proposal with the JD-U led by the Union
minister Mr Sharad Yadav. These MPs term Mr
Yadav as a liability, whereas Mr Kumar
considers him an asset in his fight against the
RJD government in Bihar.

However, a patch-up formula is not ruled out if
the Mysore meeting adopt moderation and leave

the matter to Mr Fernandes. Mr Kumar, before
leaving for the meeting, reportedly assured Mr
Fernandes that he would abide by his decision.

With both Mr Kumar and the dissident MPs
reposing faith in Mr Fernandes, possibility of a
patch-up was not ruled out by party insiders.
They calculated that Mr Fernandes might ‘
to become the party president to put an end to
the ongoing crisis.

To facilitate that the rebel MPs have already
given time. “We will wait till January 14 and
take a final decision,” Mr Jha told reporters
after the meeting. Both Mr Jha and Mr
Prabhunath Singh refused to comment whether
any compromise formula for a patch-up was
being worked out. “Mr Fernandes asked us to
give him a few days time and we have agreed to
wait till Sunday,” they said.

A Samata Party leader said that the decision of
JD-U to merge with Samata Party would make
matters easier for Mr Fernandes who could then
head the same party both within and outside
Parliament.

He had to resign as Samata Party president
when the Election Commission objected to his
heading the JD-U within Parliament but
heading the Samata Party outside it. Mrs Ja
Jaitley was then made the party’s a
president.
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Samata spllts for third time

By K. Balchand

PATNA, JAN. 5. Spurning conciliatory moves of the De-
fence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, the two fac-
tions of the Samata Party, went ahead with their
parallel State council meetings virtually splitting the
six-year-old party for the third time today.

The only binding factor for the warring groups
was that they both happen to swear by Mr. Fer-
nandes with the stress that his decision on party
matters would be acceptable. This despite the fact

caring little for his mediation.

~ that the two sides remained adamant on (heir stands

While Mr. Fernandes’ inclinations are n t\mown
as yet, the factions led by the Union Agyriculture
Minister, Mr. Nitish Kumar, who has sent Ls resig-
nation from the Union Cabinet to Mr. Ferhandes,
and Mr. Raghunath Jha, MP and State unit presi-
dent, went through the motions of conducting an
election process to the State unit president, the State
executive and members of the national council,
which is to meet in Mysore on January 8.With the
two sides claiming themselves to be the real Samata
Party, the showdown between the two sides threat-
ens to shift to Mysore, till the party’s central lead-
ership cracks the whip on one of them . While the
faction led by Mr. Kumar enjoys the majority sup-
port of 29 MLAs with almost 26 being on their side,
and almost all the district presidents save for five,
they can only count on six of the 12 MPs, including
Mr. Fernandes, who, however, has not disclosed his
stand.

On the other hand, Mr. Jha's faction comprises six
of the 10 MPs hailing from Bihar. Needless to say,

. this faction too counts on Mr. Fernandes. There

were at least two legislators, one each from Bihar
and Jharkhand, who attended both the meetings in
their bid for a patch-up.

The attempt for a rapproachment between the

two sides continued all through the night with the
arrival of the Union Minister of State for the Rail-
ways, Mr. Digvijay Singh, with the formula suggested
by Mr. Fernandes. Mr. Raghunath Jha agreed to call
off his meeting provided the one convened by Mr.
Kumar too was postponed. Sources maintained that
Mr. Fernandes had also sought an assurance from
Mr. Kumar that the merger move with the Janata Dal
(U) would be shelved.

Mr. Kumar apparently was reluctant to retrace his
steps and went through the motions with the conse-
quence that Mr. Jha too held his meeting at a sep-
arate venue. The two sides accused each other for
the split.

Mr. Singh, giving up his mediation, attended the
meeting held by Mr. Kumar, where the latter was
authorised to nominate the State president, the
State executive and the members of the national
council. By a separate resolution, the meeting also
authorised Mr. Kumar to take any decision with re-
spect to merger with any party.

The problem in the party had started soon after
the legislative wing of the party had adopted a simi-
lar resolution in the last week of December, with a
section of party MPs opposing it. This faction had
sought the intervention of Mr. Fernandes to check
Mr. Kumar's moves.

Mr. Kumar announced the names of the national
council members at the meeting, according to which
all MPs of the party have been nominated as ex-
officio members. At least one of the 11 members
nominated directly to the council was present at Mr.
Jha’s meeting. !

Mr. Kumar, however, said that the State president
and the executive would be nominated after consul-
tation with all and, in particular, Mr. Fernandes. The

other group re-elected Mr. Tha as the State unit ghief.
The Jha faction too was busy preparing thgAist of

members for its national council.



@matg Party sp]its in Bih

- HT Correspondent 3(\ \”
Patna, January 5 z\\

THE SAMATA Party today split
over the merger with the JD(U),

a last minute bid by Defence
Minister George Fernandes to
bring about a truce failed. The two
factions held their own conventions
in Patna.

At its meeting, the breakaway
group with six MPs unanimously
elected Raghunath Jha as the State
chief of what they called the ‘real’
Samata Party. Nitish Kumar’s camp
too held a meeting and authorised
him to nominate the state president
from Jharkhand and Bihar.

The Samata split has now been
formalised. It, however, remains to
be seen if Fernandes will use his
negotiating skills to reunite the fac-
tions. Both groups claimed that
“ernandes was their leader and they

would do anything to honour his
word.

When Fernandes’ emissary,
Minister of State for Railways
Digvijay Singh, made a concerted
bid to avert the split, both factions
stuck to their stands. In fact, Singh
was awake till early morning shut-
tling between Kumar’s and Jha's
homes, urging them to avoid a split.
Singh kept Fernandes informed on
the phone.

Even this morning the Railway
Minister made a last ditch effort for
truce, but the patch up formula did
not work. Mr Singh, however,
attended the State council meeting
of the ‘official’ Samata, making it
clear that Fernandes would be on
Nitish Kumar’s side in case of a
split. In fact, Singh even criticised
the rebels for holding a parallel
meeting. At one point of time, it was
learnt that Jha would call off the

r

meeting but that was not to be. In
fact, Jha conceded that a suggestion
to this effect was made by the
Railway Minister, "but I told him
that I was prepared to do that only
if Nitish Kumar also deferred his
meeting. Since Nitish Kumar went
ahead with his meeting, we also
decided to hold ours.”

While the State council meeting
called by Kumar’s supporters was
convened at Vidyapati Bhawan, the
one by the rebel MPs was convened
at the IMA hall. Out of the 10 Lok
Sabha MPs from Bihar, three MPs -
Nitish Kumar, Digvijay Singh and
Renu Kumari — were present at
Vidyapati Bhawan meeting. The
remaining six Lok Sabha MPs —
Raghuanth Jha, Brahmanand
Mandal, Mahendra Baitha, Manjay
Lal, Arun Kumar and Prabhunath
Singh — were present ip‘the 1neet-
ing at IMA hall.

Accident victim

can claim relief’

THE SUPREME Court has held
that proof of rash and negligent
driving is not necessary to claim
damages in accident cases.

Distinguishing "no fault liability"
from the rule of "strict Lability", it
said that compensation on
account of accident can be
claimed under the common law !
even without the aid of a statute. |

A division bench comprising
Justice K. T. Thomas and Justice
R.P. Sethi ruled that vehicle own-
ers are liable to pay compensation
to the victims' kin on the ground
that the accident happened while
the vehicle was in use.

The ruling followed an appeal by
the widow of a road accident vic-
tim, Haji Mohammed Hanif. Haji
had been'run over by a jeep when
the driver lost control.

HTC, New Delhi
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Nitish quits cabinet, crisis in

The Times of India News Service f‘\ A\

NEW DELHI: The crisis in the Samata Party

deepened on Thursday with
senior party leader and Union
agriculture minister Nitish
Kumar announcing his resig-
nation from the Union cabi-
net.

Although the resignation
letter was handed over to
party leader George
Fernandes on Wednesday
night, it was only made public
by Mr Kumar on Thursday morning after
attempts to resolve the conflict in the party
failed to make any headway.

The resignation followed fierce infighting in
the party, especially its Bihar unit,over the issue

Nitish Kumar

of a merger with the JD (U). Six party MPs, led
by state unit chief Raghunath Jha, on Thursday
threatened to split the party by holding a paral-
lel convention in Patna on Friday if the party
pushed through Mr Kumar’s agenda of a merg-
er with the JD (U).

Speaking to journalists in Pdtna, Mr Kumar
said that he did not want to continue in the cab-
inet when he had lost the codfidence of the
MPs.

A late night meeting between Mr Kumar and
Mr Jha failed to yield any results. As follow-up
action, the proposed meeting of MPs was scut-
tled and they rushed to Patna ahead of Friday’s
meeting of the Bihar state council.

Describing these developments as “a shight
problem within the party”, Samata Party presi-

dont Jaya faitley said there was no split within

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Samata deepens

the party and the differences would be sorted
out by Friday. Oi Mr Kumar’s resignation, she
said the party would not like to accept it as Mr
Kumar had done good work for the party and
the nation.

Concerning the demands spelt out by the
rebel MPs, Ms Jaitley said that there was no
proposal for a merger with the JD (U). It was
not on the agenda of the Patna meeting and
would come up at the national executive only if
someone raised it. On the demand for making
Mr Jha the president of the Bihar state unit, Ms
Jaitley said it would be decided through a dem-
ocratic election.

Asked whether any disciplinary action would
be taken against the six MPs, Ms Jaitley said,
“We.will try to accommodate them throug!
friendly discussions.”



-~ Samata set to split

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 3. — The
Samata Party will formally
split on 5 January — when the
dissidents elect Bihar unit
chief Mr Raghunath Jha as
their president at a convention
in Patna.

Post split, the Samata led by
Mr George Fernandes will have
only four members in the Lok
Sabha.

The seven rebel MPs decided
to split the party after talks
between Mr Jha and Mr Fer-
nandes failed. Six of the leaders
— Mr Prabhunath Singh, Mr
Ragunath Jha, Mr Manjaylal,
Mr Brahamand Mandal, Mr
Arun Kumar and Mr Mahendra
Baitha — are leaving for Patna
tomorrow to mobilise support.

The rebels said they had the
support of another MP, Renu

S
Kumari, who could not attend
the meeting.

Mr Singh said: “We decided to
split the party when the
leadership did not appear to be
inclined to consider the feelings
of a majority of party workers
on the issues of Samata’s
merger with JD-U and the
party’s organisational polls in
Bihar. A move is being made at
Mr Nitish Kumar’s instance to
dislodge Mr Jha from the post.”

“We had made our reser-
vations on the merger clear to
the party leadership and all of
us wanted to meet Mr Fernan-
des. But he chose to meet Mr
Jha alone. He called me around
5.30 p.m. and said he would
meet me later. But by 8 pm, {
had not received an invitation.
Mr Fernandes was to leave for
Bangalore at 7.30 p.m. So there
is no hope of a meeting.

THE STATESMAN

LR

More vér this is a party
problpm, I don’t think indi-
vidu, meetings will solve it.”

My Arun Kumar felt the
Samgta top brass was playing a
“came of hide and seek .. No
party can be run properly if a
coterie is allowed to dominate all
its decisions. We are not going to
continue with this party any
longer. A formal announcement
will be made in Patna.”

The rebel MPs said theirs
would be the real Samata
Party. Hence there is no need
for a new name.

Samata Party president Mrs
Jaya Jaitley did not comment
on the issue. She claimed that
the leaders were united and
would be meeting to discuss the
issue.

A national council of the party

will meet in Bangalore on 8
January.//



Samata on brink of split, ,

-“over merger with

Our Political Bureau A\ \

NEW DELH! 3 JANUARY
NFIGHTING IN the Sama
Party over the contentious
question of a proposed merg-

er with the Sharad Yadav-led
Janata Dal (U) intensified on
Wednesday as leaders opposed
to the move, led by vocal party
Lok Sabha MP Prabhunath
Singh, threw their weight openly
and decisively behind Bihar unit
chief Raghunath Jha.

The anti-merger MPs group
within the NDA constituent —
which has 11 MPs in the Lok
Sabha of whom 10 are from
Bihar — met here at the resi-
dence of Jehanabad party MP
Arun Kumar under the aegis of
Mr Singh to decide on a plan of
action in view of its dissent over
the key issue.

Among the leaders present
at the meeting were
Brahmanand Mandal,
Raghunath Jha, Mahendra
Baitha and Manjay Lal. Party
MP Renu Kumari’s support was
also claimed by the dissident
group.

However, Mr Singh main-
tained after the meeting that the
group was willing to restrain
from any drastic action such as
splitting the party in the Lok
Sabha — much in the same fash-
ion as the JD(U), which recently
cleaved apart after Mr Ram

Fernandes: Problems galore

Vilas Paswan harnessed the
support of four MPs from the
Lok Sabha to form the Lok
Janshakti Party — before hold-

ing consultations with
senior party leader George
Fernandes.

“We sincerely hope that he
agrees to both our proposals of
vetoing a merger with the JD(U)
and reinstating Mr Raghunath
Jha as the state unit chief,” Mr
Singh said.

In reply to a query on what
the group’s course of action
would be should Mr Fernandes
not endorse these two positions,
Mr Singh refused to rule out the
possibility of an impending
merger.

Mr Fernandes is himself
expected to hold priority consul-

e

later this evening with a view to
sorting out the problem.

Trouble within the Samata
on the contentious question of
merger has been brewing rapid-
ly over the last few days since
Mr Kumar first made the sug-
gestion following the departure
of political foe Ram Vilas
Paswan from the JD(U) stable.

The dissent intensified with
the approach of the date for
election of the party unit chief in
Bihar.

The current incumbent, Mr
Jha, who has over the last week
been raising his voice loudly
against agriculture minister
Nitish Kumar’s proposal for a
merger with JD (U) — the two
parties contested under the
same poll symbol in the Lok
Sabha elections — is looking to
being reinstated as party umit
president in Bihar in the polls
scheduled for January 5.

This, notwithstanding the
op- position other local leaders,
including Nitish Kumar sup-
porters like national general sec-
retary Rajiv Ranjan Singh.

Meanwhile, in the core prob-
lem area of Patna, Mr Singh
chose to launch a frontal attack
on Mr Jha for his “insult” to Mr
Nitish Kumar and for seeking to
be re-elected to the party state
unit chief’s post.
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