~ StateBJP
pulls Delhi
levers to
keep out
Trinamool
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 13
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TALKS OF Cabinet expansion \ namool’s

have once again sent jitters into
the State BJP camp, which is still
vehemently against the induc-
tion of Mamata Banerjee.

Indications from Delhi that
Trinamool chief might be re-
inducted into the Cabinet during
future expansions have under-
standably made the State unit
extremely unhappy.

And with the ruling group
remaining under the control of
the Union Minister Tapan Sik-
dar, the chief Mamata-baiter in
the party, they have begun quiet
exercises to stonewall Tri-

re-entry into the
Cabinet.

Apart from growing personal
animosities between Mamata
and Tapan Sikdar, here, the BJP
attempts to resist Trinamool’s
comeback to the Cabinet are also
guided by strict political censid-
erations.

In the last Assembly election,
the BJP, which fought the poll
alone, fared disastrously, with
almost all its candidates forfeit-
ing deposits.

At the same time, the BJP vote

.percentage went down to a

measly five per cent, turning the

MAMATA BANERJEE & TAPAN SIKDAR: The battle is not o

e

ver yet

party once more into a peripher-
al force in the State.
“If Trinamool is allowed a

berth once more in the Cabinet

and Mamata becomes Minister
again, the political conse-
quences for us would be ruinous.
Even our meagre vote bank
would be under threat and we
would be completely sidelined in
State politics. How can we allow
that?” argues a senior party
leader.

The worry is accentuated by
the way the Ministers from West
Bengal remain shelved in rela-
tively unimportant Ministries.
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By foisting high-profile Pramod
Mahajan, known for his proxim-
ity with the Prime Minister, on
Tapan Sikdar, the party’s chief
crowd-puller in the State has
been virtually robbed of his
importance in the Ministry.

This time the State BJP is also
more cautious and circumspect
in its efforts to thwart Tri-
namool’s re-entry into the Cabi-
net simply because of the lessons
learnt when it sought to prevent
Trinamool’s comeback to the
NDA. Even though the State BJP
went to a great extent, lobbying
hard with the Prime Minister, its
Central leadership and NDA
partners, its objections were
overruled and the Trinamool
was allowed back to the NDA
fold:

It was a huge loss of face for
Tapan Sikdar and the State BJP,
since it also underscored the
central leadership’s lack of faith
on the State unit. With the end of
the poll alliance between the Tri-
namool and the BJP here, hostil-
ity between the two parties has
increased, with each leader tak-
ing pot shots at each other at reg-
ular intervals.

Party spokesman Muzaffar
Khan, however, refused com-
ments on the issue. “The compo-

sition of the Cabinet is the pre- ;

rogative of the Prime Minister
and also the concern of other
NDA partners and our central
leadership. We are more busy
charting our own growth here
and nothing else”, said Khan.
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hackeray give$

‘go-alone’
STATESMAN NEws service & "\ NG uw’) udg(

I MUMBAI, Aug. 14. — Mr Bal Thackeray has again urged hs par-
tymen to prepare themselves to fight the coming polls on their own.

He alleged that in the last Assembly elections, the BJP had joined
hands with the NCP to defeat some Shiv Sena nominees. The rea-

son, he said, was that the Sena and BJP had agreed before the polls.

that if the alliance came to power, the chief minister would be from
the party that had more MLAs.

Mr Thackeray, however, made it clear that he would not take the
lead in breaking the alliance. The Sena has agreed to remain in the
NDA in national interest, he said, but warned BJP leaders against
“misconstruing” his reconciliatory moves as weaknesses.

Mr Thackeray was speaking at rally organised to mark the 41st
ami‘iversary of the Sena’s weekly mouthpiece, Maarmik, last
night.

The Sena supremo defended Mr Sanjay Nirupam’s statement in

scam. The MP had spoken in the interest of two million US-64 unit
holders and the criticism was legitimate, Mr Thackeray said.

| He said he too had objected to the PMO’s functioning, making par-
| ticular references to Mr Brajesh Mishra, Mr NK Singh (now in the
| planning commission) and Mr Ranjan Bhattacharya (the Prime
| Minister's son-in-law).

; He said Mr Nirupam had apologised to Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
\

)

|

|

|

\

' voluntarily, not under the BJP’s pressure. He expressed his fond-

ness for Mr Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani.

He said the proposal to form a government in Maharashtra with -
the NCP was first put to him by the BJP’s former state unit presi- '
dent, Mr Suryabhan Wahadane. He had “instantly dismissed” the '

proposal
The Sena, Mr Thackeray said, could never join hands with Mr

Sharad Pawar, whom he had often described as an “onion sack” in |

He claimed Mr Pramod Mahajan and Mr Gopinath Munde had

put before him another proposal: forming a government under the

. Peasants and Workers Party leader, Mr GA Deshmukh. That too

- was “rejected”. He said the Sena would not accept a chief minjater
* from a party (PWP) that has only five MLAs

\
1
|
E his Saamna editorials.
\
|
\

the Rajya Sabha, hinting at the PMO’s involvement in the UTT-
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Sena rules out apology to government by Nirupam

By Ambarish Mishra G\‘)\
Times News Network
MUMBAL The Shiv Sena’s last-
minute patch-up with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), bro-
kered by former defence minister
George Fernandes after his talks
with Sena chief Bal Thackeray in
Mumbai on Wednesday night, may
not rekindle the romance between
the saffron partners, according to

Sena watchers.

Although agreeing to remain in
the National Democratic Alliance,
Mr Thackeray has firmly rejected
the BJP’s suggestion, reportedly
conveyed to him by Mr Fernandes,
that Sena MP Sanjay Nirupam
should tender an apology to Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The BJP is of the view that it was
Mr Nirupam’s speech in the Rajya
Sabha on the UTI bungle which
prompted a “pained” Mr Vajpayee

to consider the option of stepping
down from office.

Senior BJP leaders, both at the
Centre as well as in Maharashtra,
have been baying for Mr
Nirupam’s blood. They want the

BJP leader fr .
“The Sena shduld learn how to
behave as an i
Moderation is the essence of coali-
tion politics,” the BJP leader said.
However, the Sena leadeérship is
said to be in no

maverick Sena
MP to observe AY|NG NO TO SORRY mood to keep
o ey

e

restraint while
expressing  his
views on the
functioning of
the BJP-led
NDA govern-
ment. By any
reckoning, the
BJP’s move to
finalise a code of
conduct for MPs

Mr Nirupam on
a tight leash. By
statipg that there
was nothing
wrong in closing
n,on errant gov-
erglment officials,
| Saamna, the
Sena  mouth-
piece, has indi-

belonging to the constituent part-
ners of the NDA has been pro-
voked by Mr Nirupam’s “blistering
and uncalled for” attack on the
PMO, according to a prominent

A.B. Vajpayee rectly defended
Mr Nirupam’s attack on a former
key official in the PMO.

The newspaper, in its editorial
published on Thursday, argued that
by exposing the PMO, the party

had actually done a service to Mr
Vajpayee. A government official’s
acts of ommission and commission
could bring a leader to disrepute.
Saamna has cited the instance of
former energy minister Kalpanath
Rai who had to pay the price for
the irregularities committed by his
personal aides and officials.

Moreover, by asking his MPs to
keep mum in the two Houses of
parliament, Mr Thackeray has
ridiculed the BJP’s idea of a code of
conduct for NDA allies.

Pointing out that the Sena’s sup-
port to the BJP was blind but not
“unspoken”, Saamna notes with
mock-despair, that in view of pre-
vailing conditions, the party had no
other option but to behave like the
fabled monkeys of Mahatma
Gandhi. “We will neither see nor

speak. Wq. will only listen,” the
legder commgnt remarked wryly.
. R e P
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, July 29. -~ The
) state Congress unit today an-
| nounced its break-up with the
Trinamul Congress.

| Making the announcement at
a Press conference, state Con-
gress president Mr Pranab
Mukherjee said the decision
became inevitable after 23 Ju-
ly when the Trinamul MPs
continued to sit in the Parlia-
ment with other NDA mem-
bers.

“Though Miss Mamata Bane-
rjee had already declared that
the Congress was a burden to

her, we continued with the alli- -

ance as we were waiting to see

would sit with other NDA part-
ners,” Mr Mukherjee said. “We
had a clear stand ~ if Trinamul
sits with NDA partners, our al-
liance will automatically
break,” he said.

When asked about the floor-
sharing arrangements in the
state Assembly, Mr Mukherjee
said since both the parties are
in the Opposition, they would
come together on specific is-
sues in the Assembly.

If the Trinamul joins the

NDA, then the communal
forces in the state will gain in
strength, he said.

Underscoring his point, he
added that the BJP gained
foothold in West Bengal with
' Trinamul’s help.

The Congress forged ties with

the Trinamul after Miss Ma-

mata Banerjee and Mr Ajit
~ Panja resigned

=4
@
[l
®
&
®
~
5o

whether Trinamul members

~Decision had become inevitable: Pranab

Cong snaps ties
- with Trinamul®

had not been advantageous to
the Trinamul, which won only
56 out.of 266 seats it had con-
tested in the Assembly elec-
tions. To the Congress, howev-
er, it had been profitable with
the party sectiring 30 seats.
“The Congress’s decision did-
n’'t come as a surprise to us,
specially when we had adopted
a go-it- alone policy,” Mr Pan-
kaj Banerjee, Leader of the Op-
position, said. “In the last elec-
tion, the Congress had fielded
independent candidates
against us in some seats.”

“But we stuck to the alliance

T T e . T

B Left parties not i
| surprlsed page 4 ‘

as we had resolved to ﬁght the
CPI-M unitedly. But if the
Congress is unwilling to partic-
ipate in this, it can go,” he add-
ed. The alliance with Congress
had been one of the reasons be-
hind the rift between Miss
Banerjee and Mr Ajit Panja.
“It was an unholy alliance
which had been cobbled togeth-
er by Mr Pranab Mukherjee by
hoodwinking Miss Banerjee,”

. Mr Panja said, reacting to the

break-up.“I repeatedly told
her, knowing Mr Mukherjee as
I do, that he’ll backstab her,”
he said. “I pointed out to her
that his political career is a
history of treachery. But she
not only refused to listen to
me, but closed the door on me.”
“Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay, ow-
ing to his old loyalty to Mr
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi,
played the main role in this
conspiracy”, Mr Panja said.
“The Congress’s withdrawal

from the alliance is the result
of a secret talk between Mrs
Sonia Gandhi and Miss Bane-

rjee to clear the latter’s path

for her return to the NDA.”

Miss Banerjee’s return will lull |

the NDA into a false sense of
security, he felt. She would not

hesitate to withdraw support :

to the NDA in case of a no-con-

fidence motion and would sup- :

port Congress, ensuring the

government’s fall, Mr Panja

predicted.

“We knew it was a marriage

of convenience

have lasted,” Mr
Khan,
secretary, said, commenting on
the break-up of the alliance.

The alliance harmed Trinamul |

and helped Congress, he

added.

from the
beginning and it could not |
Muzaffar ;
state BJP general

In response to the Congress |

announcement, (adds SNS

from New Delhi), Mr Sudip

Bandopadhyay said: “Since the
Assembly elections,
alliance didn’t percolate

the '

through to the workers, with !
many Congress candidates, :
who contested as independents

being accepted back into the
Congress party after the
elections. Therefore, the

alliance never clicked,” he said. °

“And it's now non-existent.”

Mrs Gandhi recently met and |

asked Mr Bandopadhyay what
the status of their party's

alliance was, upon which Mr
Bandopadhyay told her that

the' Trinamul and the state
Congress “are not in a position .
to work together because of the

Congress’s
attitude.”

non-cooperative



Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 JULY
E VAJPAYEE government
I found itself in an embarrass-
ing position on Monday
when its oldest ally, the Shiv Sena,
blamed the Prime Minister’s office
(PMO) for influencing the Unit
Trust of India’s decision to invest in
Cyberspace.

On a day when the Opposition
blamed the Vajpayee government
for the UTI disaster, Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Nirupam dropped a bomb-
shell in the Rajya Sabha by insinu-
ating that key PMO functionaries
may have influenced UTI’s decision
to invest in Cyberspace. Mr
Nirupam referred in particular to a
former secretary with the PMO,
who has since been appointed as a
Planning Commission member.
The reference was clearly to N.X.
Singh, though Mr Nirupam did not
take any names.

/SlLiv Sena says
UTI move to inv

Mr Nirupam, who made these
remarks while participating in the
discussion on the UTI debadle, said
these allegations were only the tip
of the iceberg. He has threatened to
reveal more in the days to come.

The treasury benches squirmed
in embarrassment as the Shiv Sena
member went about levelling
charges, much to the glee of the
Opposition benches.

“The Cyberspace,” he said,
“was a rejected item before July
17, 2000. Disregarding its own
investment research  group’s
advice, UTI decides to invest in the
company. I'd like to share some
information with the House on the
phone-calls made from his (former
UTI chairman P.S.
Subramanyam’s) office between
July 17 and 21,” he added.

“On July 18, the former UTI
chairman called up three numbers
in New Delhi. These were mobile

est

numbers, though I'm not too sure
who they belong to. But I can
speak about one number with
some guarantee — 98101-80481.
It is registered in the PMO. The
other two numbers are — 98110-
74666 and 98101-80466,” the Shiv
Sena member said.

Mr Nirupam then went on to
allege that on July 20, 2000, the
day on which the Cyberspace deal
was signed, Mr Subramanyam
rang up the number — 3011718.
“The person to whom this number
belonged was then in the PMO,
but is now with the Planning
Commission,” he added amid loud
protests from the BJP.

Asking the government to
come clean on the allegations, Mr
Nirupam charged it with not taking
timely steps despite repeated warn-
ings by the House members.

Fali S. Nariman demanded that
JPCs be set up for the day-to-day

P}}’IO inf lggnl‘ed/

in Cy%f)\erspace

monitoring of UTI, LIC and other
financial institutions.

Cutting across party lines,
members demanded restructuring
and corporatisation of the coun-
try’s largest mutual fund and the
adoption of a holistic, integrated
approach towards public sector
financial institutions.

Members said there was con-
cern over the plight of the US-64
scheme and efforts should be made
to ensure that this did not translate
into a scare. Demanding finance
minister Yashwant Sinha’s resigna-
tion, Prem Chandran of the RSP
described the UTI muddle as a day-
light looting of small investors by
corporate houses with the help of
the UTI and the finance ministry.

Praful Patel (NCP) said the
finance minister owed an explana-
tion to the house and, to the coun-
try as a whole, as thousands
investors had been cheated. Y
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Ajlt Panja S

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, DEC. 29. The Trinamool
Congress today announced the
suspension of the former Union
Minister and its senior leader, Mr.
Ajit Kumar Panja, and barred him
from organising any function on
behalf of the party.

Later, Mr. Panja expressed sur-
prise over the move and said so
far he had not received any com-
munication in this regard.

The Trinamool chief whip, Mr.
Sudip Bandopadhyay, said in a
statement that a party working
committee meeting had unani-
mously resolved to suspend Mr.
Panja pending investigation. Bar-
ring Mr. Panja all other members
were present.

This decision has been con-
veyed to the Lok Sabha Speaker,
the Prime Minister and the Chief
Election Commissioner. The West
Bengal unit had earlier conveyed
to the State Chief Electoral Office
of its decision to suspend Mr,

sispended

leged ‘anti-party activ-
1t1es and expulsion of three oth-

Mr. Bandhopadhyay, however,
said that like any suspended
member of the parliamentary
party, Mr. Panja would have to
abide by any party whip as per

rules and procedureae (‘.xL/

He said the Trinarool had re-
cently held its election which was
attended by all MPs, MLAs, Coun-
cillors of Calcutta Municipal Cor-
poration, Zilla Parishad members,
except Mr. Panja. On his part, Mr.
Panja disputed the conduct of
such a meeting.

“Mr Panja is totally isolated a&ﬁ
detached from the whole organi-
sation. What he is now doing is
considered as totally illegal and
he is urging unauthorised identi-
fication from himself and along
with a very few expelled party
members,” Mr. Bandhypfadhyay
said.
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HT Correspondent L? ‘)l/
Kolkata, December 22 /\

REBEL TRINAMOOL Congress
MP Ajit Panja was declared pres-
ident of what he calls the “real
Trinamool” after organisational
elections at Mahajati Sadan
today.

Panja had described as illegal
the election of Mamata Banerjee
as Trinamool chief. His holdmg
of parallel party elections is
another step in the challenge
that he has thrown to Mamata’s
leadership.

About three thousand mem-
bers from the districts and a few
from outside the State voted to

elect him their leader today.

Panja received 1553 votes,
against the 20 polled by rival can-
didate Amit Chatterjee.

Bani Sinha Roy polled 1517
votes for the post of West Bengal
Trinamool Congress president,
against 65 votes polled by Ramen
Roy Chowdhury.

The returning officer, Swapan

‘Garali, declared 623 votes invalid.

Elections to other organisational
posts will be held in two weeks,

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/ HINDUSTAN TIMES

Ajit Panja and Madhabi Mukherjee at Mahajati Sadan on Saturday.

Panja said.
Polling started early in the
morning, with Panja supervising

arallel poll

the entire exercise. “Seeing is
believing. Party members from
all parts of the State have come
here to cast votes. The party isa
democratic organisation and
nothing could prove it better,” he
said, insisting that his is the
“real Trinamool Congress”. “If
asked, we will produce necessary
documents and the voters list to
prove our claim.”

Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan had sent an observer,
Nek Mohammad, from his Lok
Janashakti.

Panja pulled a surprise with
Madhabi Mukherjee turning up
at the polling venue. Mamata had
chosen her to contest against the ,

- Chief Minister in the Assembly

election.

The actress said she was there
at Panja’s invitation, but denied
taking “his sule in his quarrel
with Mamata. “There is only one

~ Trinamool. I have received an

invitation from Mamata Baner-
jee to attend a meet called by her
and I will go there too,” she said.
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