Act against ultras: USA F

Statesman News Service & Agencies -

NEW DELHI. Dec. 30. — The international
community, led by the USA and France, wants
Pakislan to take action against terrorists
operating from its soil and PoK.

Other countrics that have called for action
in this regard include Tran and Libya. Among
those who have called Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee are President George W Bush,
President Jacques Chirac, Mr Tony Blair.
President Mohammad Khatami, Colonel
Muammar Gaddafi and Bhutan's King Jigme
Singhe Wangchuk. They described the strike
on Parliament as “an attack on India’s
democracy”.

Mr Tony Blair today urged India and
Pakistan to exercise restraint,

A spokesman for Mr Biair said the British
Prime Minister vesterday called President
Bush to discuss the situation in Afghanistan,
India and Pakistan. “In terms of India and

'L.\'V
Paklstan, it's obvipusly in nobody’s interest for
tension 1o mount as they are,” the spokesman
said. “They (the leaders) all agreed that firm
action should be taken by Pakistan against

Pak arrests Lashkar chief

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 30. — Pakistan today
arrested Hafiz Mohammed Saced, head of
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, a top security official
said. “He has been arrested for making
inflammatory speeches to incite people to
violate law and order,” the official said.
Maulana Masood Azhar, head of Jaish-e-
Mohammed. was today remanded in 90-day
custody and shifted from his native
Bahawalpur town in Punjab to Mianwali
prison in Sargodha range, NNI reported.
—AFP/PTI

terrorist groups operating from its soil and
promoting cross-horder terrorism in India,” an
external affairs ministry spokesperson said
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rance to Pak

G
when asked ut thc Prime Minister’s
conversation vnth he leadcers.

Mr Vajpayee told them that India was
proceeding  with  “calibrated diplomatic
measures” against Pakistan and New Delhi is
determined to deal “firmly and resolutely”
with terrorism,

“We've suffered long enough to curb thes
activities of terrorist organisations. Pakistan's
friends should apply more pressure on
Pakistan and on its President. Gen Pervez
Musharraf, to publicly take a firm and
unequivocal  stand  against  cross-border
terrorism.” Mr Vajpayec said. “Pakistan shouid
thereafter match ity words with action,” he
added.

President Bush and President Chirac spoke
to Mr Vajpavee last night and discussed the
current status of [ndo-Pak ties!

These countrics were cencerned about
tension in the sub-centinent but “all of them
rccogmse the basic correetness of India’s
position,” the MEA spokesperson said.
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¢6 ar on oerror” seems to be a

global slogan today. Following
the horrendous suicidal attack
of 11 September in the US. the events in
our, own backyard on 13 December
nstituted the worst in the continuous
acts of terrorism that the country has
witnessed in the past two decades.
Successive coalition governments in
New Dethi have led Islamabad to belicve
that terrorism cun be initiated and fuelled
across our borders with impunity, «
misconception that needs to be dispelled
immediately, not i fits and starts bul with
patience and maturity. All our experience,
diplomatic finesse, economic strength,
military capability, information channels
and, above all, a national will must be
mobilised so that the design of cach and
every terrorist will be slowly, but surely,
defeated. To ensure success the entire
population will have to Dbe vigilant,
disciplined and motivated.

New awareness

Terrorism is taking innumerable forms
and new initiatives. Very recently in the
English Channel 30 miies from the coast,
the Royal Navy intercepted a merchant
cargo ship on suspicion that, apart from its
innocuous cargo of sugar from Mauritius,
she may also be carrying other dangerous
material which could be diverted for
destructive roles. The Brilish government
acted with extreme alacrity, with Prime
Minister Tony Blair immediately going on
the air, because en route o the UK, the
ship had touched Djibouti raising suspi-
cions in the intelligence community due to

The author has been head of the Mifiian Wing
and an Add! Secretary in the Cabinet Secretarial,
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Dangers Of Terrorism From Tt

By MUKUND B KUNTE

its proximity to Yemen and Somalia. Both
states are friendly with Bin Laden and his
Al Qaida organisation.

Terrorism and piracy at sea are 1o be the
subject of a rare seminag 1w be conducted
by the Indian Maritime Foundation. lts
President, Captain Vir, was recently in the
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Devastating fall:

Tersorism at se
phenomenon but j

which may be presently limited to a land
battle. But there is now an increasing
awareness of the vulnerability of nations to
terrorism from the sea. Coastal structures,
off-shore installations (particularly, nu-
clear facilities), ports and the cargo they
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA
AND KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Dec. 30: A day
after President George W.
Bush called Atal Bihari vaj-
pavee and Perver Musharraf,
India gave Pakistan a list of
terrorists and demanded that
they be handed over for trial.

“4 list of terrorists involved
in crimes in fndia has been
given to Pakistan. If these ter-
rovists are handed over, then
certainly 1 think a situation
more conducive ro both the
countries {for talks) can arise,”
Union law minister Arun Jait-
ley told CNN.

Asked if Vajpayee will meet

Musharraf arthe Kath-

mnandu Saarc su-miunit |
1ext week, Jaitley said |
t “doas not appear” t
'akisian is creating a
ituation condtcive to | g
dialpgue.” '8
On Pakistan's de-
“iand for evidence,
" aitley said; “Maulana
vlasnod Azhar heads
an organisation which
15 responsible for the |
attack on Parliament

We have fang
been facing

1 this menace
and was released from | and the people

‘India ha
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peaple of India “very angry”
and, as the leader of the world’s
largest democracy, he was deter-
mined to act “firmly and res-
olutely™ against the menace.

The Opposition today echoed
that grim message, lending full-
throated support to the Prime
Minister:

Vajpayee told a steady stream
of callers, ranging from Bushi to
Libva's Muammar Gaddafi, that
the world leaders and “friends of
Pakistan”™ should pressure
Musharraf to publicly take a
firm and unequivocal stand
against the terrorists baszed in
Pakistan and “match his words
with actich™.

Vajpayee assured the leaders

india  would show
| "maximum possihle re-
| straint”, but added:
1‘ “The country i deter-
i mined to act firmly and
I resplutely against the
} terrorists. We have long
I been facing the menace

and the people of the
| country  are  very
Vangry”
I Showrasging the con-
| sensus on display today
i 4t a meeting between
| Vaipayee and political
]
1

Indian prison through of the countt parties, Delhi has de-
the coercive process of } ate very ¥ j vided 1o lannch a global
hijacking a plane, Does l angry | dipiomatic offensive o

the Pakistan foreign |

| expose Pakistan’s

minister still need evi- L Vajpayee to Bush| “half-baked” measures

iEnce?”

Jaitley said while Pakistan
agreed to hand over Osama bin
T.aden if he was caught there, it
eannot have a different standard
when it came (o terrorists on its
eastern horden

On what India expected Bush
to do, Jaitley said the giobal com-
munity should have the same
vardstick which was adopted for
the Taliban and bin Laden,

Vajpavee, 100, had the same
message for Bush when the Pres-
ident called last night in one of
the busiest phases of giobal tele-
phone diplomacy,

Vaipayee told Bush that fre-
quent attacks by Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorists have made the

T oagaing il revism,

Deihi has decided to seud to
other countriss high-level dele-
gations that will inciude repre-
septatives of the Opposition. Op-
position leaders will head some
of the delegations, scheduled to
leave for kev capitals by the sec-
ond-half of January,

A suggestion was made to let
leader of Opposition Sonia
Gandhi attend next week's Saarce
meet in Kathmandu,

The government said it had
ne ohjection but peinted out that
the Saarc convention did not
aliow it 1r was also decided o

terrarism
meeting.
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Pak bombers on b

FROM GAJINDER SINGH

Jammu, Dec, 30: The Pakistan
air force has marshalled a con-
siderable mumber of its bombers
along the Line of Control and the
international border in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“¥F-18, F-7 and Mirage 3
aireraft have been amassed in
the belt adjoining the state. Of
the 46% hombers Pakistan has,
35 per cent has been depleyed
in the region,” a top defence
sourcee said,

The heavy concentration of
fighter planes has come at a time
when some observers were ex-

pecting de-escalation  after
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's siatement vesterday
that he would strive to aveid
a war.

It also roincided with reports

that the F-16 fleet was ordered
to take up position as part of a
defence blueprint approved by
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf vesterday.

After a meeting between
Musharraf and his commanders
at the Rawalpindi military
headquariers, the army also
deployed anti-aireraft guns
around more installations
and cancelled the leave of doc-

tors and para-
The India
“ready for.an
poor visibilits
border forees.
“We feel t}
by our adver
terrorists. 'V
taking no ch:
Control and
border have
sealed,” a sen
The army
mines 500 me
dian territory
“The ide
Pakistan’'s de
rorists. Bor

The



PAGE13 |

i

. puts handcuffs

| for the front line. (PT1)

;’rder prowl

nedics.

L ary said it was
reventuality” but
whs troubling the

i

atfit cowld be used
;aries to sneak in
‘el are, however,
wices, The Line of
the international
een e{fectwsaly

es within the In-

is to thwart
jign to push in ter
ler villages Ifhve
AT T

been evacuated and camps have
heen set up to shelter people
from Pakistani shelling,” the of-
ficer said.

Indian and Pakistani troops
exchanged heavy to moderate
fire near Akhnoor and Pargwal.
About 6,000 people have fled
Pargwal, which falls within the
range of Pakistani gunners.

Pargwal was peaceful il
now as the exchange of fire had
been concentrated on the Samba
and Harinagar sectors.

Pakistani troops also fired
tracer bullets and mortars along
the border, Rensers quoted a sen-
ior defence official as saying.
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Lashkar head
behind bars

FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR
ANDAGENCIES

Islamabad, Dec, 30; The leader
of the Lashkar-e-Toiba, Hafiz
Mophammad Saeed, has been ar-
rested for making “inflammato-
ry” speeches in Pakistan, an offi.
cial claimed tonight.

“He has been arrested for
making inflammatory
speeches fo incite peo-
ple to violate law and
order,” the official, who
refused to he named,
said.

Earlier in the day,
Masood Azhar, Jaish-e-
Mohammad chief, was
put in custody for 90
davs. Fakistan asked
India for “actionable
evidence” to be able to

Now we have {o
take our own

wod like to eradicate all terror-

" jsm from the soil of Pakistan.”

But he added that the “ten-
sion ereated by India on our bor-
ders, in fact, is creating obstacles
and hurdles and it is slowing
town the process...”

Azhar has been shifted from
his hometown Bahawalpur to
Mianwali prison in Sargodah.
There was no word
about Azhar's associ-
ates. Sattar had said
yesterday 50 Jaish ac-
tivists were held while
media reparts put the
nuraber at over 5.

“We want action-
able evidence so that
we can begin the judi-
ciat process. We are
ready to move but you
cannet proceed with-

launch  prosecution | laststep. With | outany evidence,” Sat-
against those arrested, this kind of tar said.

VForeign minister movement Analysts see a sub-
Abdus Sattar said his the situalio'n ile change in Islam-
government had taken i can ignite abad’s official stand
“gubstantive and expe- g on the arrested mili-
ditious” measures aga- at any time tants sinee it hag so far
inst extremist groups. | Misharrai 10 Bush| maintained that they
“The Pakistan govern- ——— 1 had been rounded up

ment in some cases awaits evi-
dence, specially from India, be-
fore it initiates the process of
prosecution,” he said.

President Pervez Musharraf
appealed to the people of india,
telling them that Pakistan wants
peace. He told reporiers afier an
all-party meeting: “Istand here
addressing the people of India
now through you that Pakistan
stands for peace.” He may fiy to
Nepal for the Saarc summit via
China following india’s over-
flight ban on Pakistan.

In his most unequivocal com-
ments vet on cracking down on
extremists, Musharraf said: “f

for indulging in activities
against Pakistan.

Sattar's statement indirectly
acknowledges for the first time
thai Pakistan may be moving
against militant groups also in
response to Indian cails.

Like Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, Mushartval was
also conducting an exercise {a
rally political forces together
behind himself in this time of
crisis.

He sent a message fo former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto,
in exile in Dubai, for the first
time to discuss the curremt
situation,

)



EU freezes assets of |rish,
Basque, Palestinian rou

ASSOQCIATED PRESS @(
BRUSSELS, DECEMBER 29 29

TI-IE European Umon Mro-
duced a package of anti-terrorism
measures on Friday that freezes as-
sets of Palestinian radicals and
brands home-grown groups in
MNorthern Ireland and Spain’s
Basque country as terrorists. The
EU froze the assets of Palestinian
Islamic Jihad and Hamas Izzedine
ai-Qassaen, which the EU called the
“terrorist wing of Hamas.”

Individuals targeted by the asset
freeze included Imad Mughruyeh

r\i\’t’
who the EU namt:d a “Senior in-
telligence officer™ of Lebanon’s

Hezbollah group, along with two
other Lebanese citizens, four Saudi
nationals and a Kuwaiti.

The package also included a
common definition of terrorist
crimes accepted by all 15 EU na-
tions; agreement to deny safe haven
to terrorists, their supportersor fi-
nancial backers: enhanced cooper-
ation and information exchange
among law-enforcement agencies
within the EU and other nations;
tighter monitoring of asylum seek-
€TS 10 enIsure terTonsts aren’t given

refugee s tu%

For the first time Eb goNern-

ments, also drew up alist of dombstic

organisations accused by all 15 ()f ‘

terrorist activity. They included the
Basque separatist  organisation
ETA, Trish Republican Army dissi-
dents and Loyalist groups from

Northern Ircland, and the Greek

farleft group November 17.
Twenty-one Spanish citizens ac-
cused of ETA linkswere included.

1
The EU didn't freeze assets of

citizens or groups inside
cause there isno EU-
dence yet for this,

NDIAN CXPRESS
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4\ BJP says no to war, but "

wants Pak to stop

Times News Network

NEW DELHI Emphasising that be “did
not want war’', Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee told the BIP national executive
meeting on Saturday that the world commu-
nity should “put pressure on Pakistan to
take effective steps to stop its policy of
cross-border terrorism”.

Although Mr Vajpayee and others who
spoke at the meeting also invoked certain
staple formulations like “the nation shoutd
‘be ready for any eventuality”, it was signifi-
cant that the party meeting did not sec any
increase in rhetorical levels or any concrete
demands for military action. If anything, it
saw just the opposite. “The Bharatiya Janata
Party does not wam a war with Pakistan,”
the meeting’s resolution said.

Ordinarily, BIP meetings provide the gov-
ernrment a forum to indulge In aggressive

terrorism

e
‘unofficial” talk. addressing domestic con-
stituents even while not unduly alamining the
outside world. But the pressure of the mter-
national commumiy an the Vajpavee govern-
ment to scale down tensions between [ndia
and Pakistan appears to have had a direct
impact on Saturday’s political statements.

“This development (December 13 attack)
has made vur decisive fight against terrorism
the most mportant issue on the nation’s
agenda. Everything else {s now secondary,”
Mr Vagpavee said. Yet, neithey Mr Vajpayee's
speech nor the political tesclution spelt out
whether the party in government wanted a
mitlitary solution. Coming soon after the
anpouncement of the assembly poll dates for
U.P, the ational executive’s {ocus on teryor-
isnyatTongly suggests that ‘national security’
d the threat of terrorism will form the
BIP's main electoral plank.

L —
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THE PAKISTAN pelice arreste
four brothers of Masood Azhar,
head of the Jaish-e-Mghammad,
in a crackdown on the group
after it was declared a foreign
terrorist organisation by the
TS In the raid on Azhar's
house, four of his brothers —
Suleman, Rauf, Wahid Bakhsh
and Tahir -~ were arrested.
Four of his security perscennel
were also nabbed and comman-
dos deploved at his house.

According to the Online news
agency, law enforcement agen-
cies conducted raids on offices
of Jaish and Lashkar and sever-
al other places, nabbed at least
40 members and whisked them
away 1o undisclosed locations
for interrogation.

The men were arrested for
possessing Kalashrikovs, pls-

ef s brothers held

/tols and rifles, Maj-Gen Rashid
Qureshi. the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations spokesman, told
journalists on Friday.

Western diplomats in Pak-
istan said that Musharraf has
also ordered the arrest of 50
leading members of two Tslam-
ic militant groups to try and
defuse the threat of war.

General Musharraf's move
followed days of mounting ten-
sion between the two countries.
India had dismissed Mushar-
raf’'s earlier steps against the
two groups as “entirely cosmet-
ic” and inadequate to stop the
drift towards war India has,
however, been silent on the Pak-
istani arrests.

With Pakistan unwilling to be
seen as bewing to Indian pres-
sure, it made no announcement
of its erackdown on Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba and Jaish-e-Moham-
mad. Pakistani officials refused

v \’
to say which leaders had heen
arrested, or even officially con-
firm the arrests.

Musharraf, speaking tn
reporters. was elusive. Asked
what further actions Pakistan
planned against militants. he
replied; “We understand our
responsibility,. We know what
we have to do.”

Diplomats in Islamabad said
intensive telephone diplomacy
by US Secretary of State Colin
Powell, including calls to
Musharraf and Vajpavee on Fri-
dav. had helped persuade the
General to order arrests and
show Tndia that Pakistan was
going at least part of the way to
meeting India’s demands.

A Key issue for India could be
whether those arrested by Pak-
istan include Hafez Saeed, who
founded and led the Lashkar
until he resigned this week.

Agencies -
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U.S. not to

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, DEC. 29 At a time
when some in Afghanistan’s Gov-
ernment betieve that it is was high
time for the United States to end
the military campaign, the United
States believes that this need not
necessarily be the case. "'l imag-
ine us being there for quite a long
period of rime”. the President,
Mr.George W Bush, said at a press
briefing in Crawford. Texas.

Although the President’s re-
marks cannnt be consirued to
mean that the United States will
not just be militarily engaged in
thai part of the world but involved
in a more comprehensive fashion,
it does throw some light on the
different thinking going on in Ka-
bul and Washington.

The U.5. President has said that
the time frame will not be set by
him, rather by Gen Tommy
Franks, Commander of American
Forces of the Central Command,
presently running the show in Af-
ghanistan. “It will take as long as
it takes...we will not be hurried”,
rernarked Gen Franks who was at
the Texas ranch of the President
on Friday.

Mr. Bush argued that his ad-
ministration wilt neither blink nor
tire until such time the terror

" mastermind of September 11,

Osama bin Laden is brought to
justice dead or alive. "The world
must kitow that this adminisira-
tion will not blink in the face of
danger and will rot tire”, the
President remarked.

The President seemed to brush
aside the contention that perhaps
Osama has escaped the dragnet.
For that matter Mr.Bush did not
appear 10 be unduly periurbed
that Osama may have crossed to
Pakistan. “You don't need to wor-
ry about whether or not we're go-
ing to get him, because we are.
And it’s just a matter of time.
Dead or alive is fine with me™, Mr.
Bush said.

Talking of Osama, Mr.Bush
said, “He is not escaping us...this
is a guy who, three months ago

. was in control of 4 country, Now

WY

halt
o
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The U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush (left), and his

antj-terror war

military commander in Afghanistan, General Tommy
Franks, brief members of the press about the progress of
the operations in Afghanistan at the Bush family ranch in
Crawford, Texas, on Friday. — Reuters

he's maybe in control of a ca-
ve..We're going to get him run-
ning and keep him running, and
bring him to justice”, the Presi-
dent remarked.

The President and his adminis-
tration are once again calling for
patience on the part of the Amer-
ican people pointing to, among
other things, the magniwde of the
task on hand in Afghanistan. Both
Mr. Bush and Gen Franks high-
lighted the challenge on Friday
pointing to the objectives of polit-
ical stability and security, fuily
dismantiing the al-Qaeda net-
work, interrogation and finger
printing of priseners -— number-
ing some 6000 in all — and mov-
ing same of them for trial.

Meanwhile in Boston, Massa-

chussetts the 28 vear old British

citizen of English and jamaican

descent has been held without
bail. Richard Reid has only been
charged with intimidation and as-
sault ol an American Airlines
flight crew last Saturday over the
Atlantic on « flight from Paris to
Miami. Reid behaved in a violent
fashion as flight attendants and
passengers thwarted an atlempt
by him to ignite explosives hidden
in his shoes.

A worldwide investigation is
currently on to determine if Reid
acted alone or had accomplices,
American intelligence officials are
trying to determine if Reid was
trained in terrogist camps in Af-
ghanistan as claimed by sopat al-
(acda prisoners,



TLashkar seeks fu/ilds
at Lahore address

r\.-
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Srinivasa Prasad "
Bangalore, December 28

AFTER BEING idle for
many days, the Laskhar-e-
Tayyeba’s official  website,
markazdawa. org, resumed its
hate-India campaign on Friday
morning, condemning the US
decision to categorise it as a ter-
rorist organisation.

Contrary to earlier media
reports that the website had
changed its Pakistan address, it
continues to seek donations at 5
Chamberlane Road, Lahore.

The website, which according
to Pakistan-based media reports
ts LeT's official website, was
updated on Friday morning with
a statement datelined Muzaf-
farabad, December 27. The state-
ment issued by LeT's “new
spokesman”  Abdulla  Yaaf
demands that the US first declare
India a terrorist State as its “one
million force had been commit-
ting the worst kind of terrorism
for last many vears on innocent
civilians of occupied Kashmir™

Yaaf vowed that jehad against
the “enemy of Islam would con-
tinue till the destruction of these
forces.” When the wehsite was
last updated on Tuesday it carried
a warning from the newly chris-
tened Jamat-ud-Dawa's chief
Hafeez Mohammed Saeed that
“decisive attacks will be under-
taken for Kashmir freedarsii and
jehad cannot be abandoned on the
orders of Bush and Vajpayee.”

On its homepage, the website

f ISLAMABAIJ DETAINED BROTHER, NOT JAISH CHIEF

PAKISTAN IS playing out a fire charade over Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Maulana Mascod Azhar, On December 24, Major General Rashid Qureshi, the
spokesperson of General Mushayraf, announced Masood had been "getained”,
but actually the Bawahalpur police had only got his brother, Mohammad.

Subsequently, the hrother was released after the "mistaken identity” was
established. Then Azhar was detained in his house in the southern Punjab city
with only ane policeman posted at the gate. He continued ro interact with visi-
tors, wha included I1S1 officials. The latest gem frorm Qureshi is that he has been
removed to an "undisclosed location.”

The target of the Islamabad regime’s deception is not so much indfa than
itself. Though there is an Indian demarche for his arrest along with the leader
of the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and other principal actors of the December |3 attack
on Parliament, there are sections within the Pakistani establishment which are
baying for his blood.

Interior Minister Moinuddin Haider wants him behind bars for the murder of
his bwn brother in Karachi last week. Se Musharraf, in his anxiety to avoid the
wrath of the jehadis, is actually ending up protecting Azhar from his own gov-
ernment, Musharraf’s covert protection to the tap leadership of the Ai-Qaida
and the Taliban, meanwhile, continues. The General lenf his own name te the

theory that Osama bin Laden was “dead and buried”.
HTC, New Dslhi

claims that LeT’s offices were
shifted to Kashmir. But a link on
the website called ‘Organisation’
leads one to ‘Centribution’ in
which it secks “Zakat, Offering,
Charity etc” for LeT which it
says 1s engaged in Jihad against
oppressive Hindu army in the
snow-cavered valleys, mountains
and jungles of Kashmir” and
leaves the Lahore address and a
phone number:.

The website goes on and off
the screen depending on political
and security exigencies. During
Pakistan President Musharraf's
India wvisit, aopposed by LeT,

the website disappeared. It
reappeared later, claiming the
Agra summit was a “success” for
Pakistan.

Meanwhile, azzom.com, a
worldwide multilingual website
for “jihad everywhere” contin-
ues to warn Muslims that the site
could be closed once again. In a
“farewell” message. it advises
viewers to copy and translate it
into other languages and “dis-
tribute this message all over the
Internet.” The message started
appearing some tjme after the
September 11 terror strikes in
the US.
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T he state party in whose
territory the alleged
offender is found shall,
if it does not extradite the
person, be obliged, without
exception whosesoever and
whether or not the offence
was cominitted in its territo-
ry, to submit the case to its
competent authorities for the
purpose of proesccution...in
accordance with the law of
the state. Those authorities
shall take their decision in
the same manner as in the
case of any ordinary offence
of a grave nature under the
law of that state.

Any person who is taken
into custody or regarding
whom any other measure is
taken or proceedings are car-
ried out pursuant to this con-
vention shall be guaranteed
fair treatment, including en-
jovment of all rights and
guarantees in conformity
with law of the state in the
territory of which that per-
son is present and applicable
provisions of international
law, including international
human rights law.

State parties shall affo: d
one another the greatest
measure of assistance in con-
nection with investigations
or criminal or extradition
proceedings...including assis-
tance in obtaining evidence at
their disposal necessary for
the proceedings.

State parties shall carry-
out their obligations...in con-
formity with any treaties or
other arrangements on mutu-
al legal assistance that may
exist between them. In the ab-
sence of such treaties or
arrangements, states parties
shall afford one another as-
sistance in accordance with
their domestic law.

State parties...not bound
by a bilateral treaty or
arrangerment of mutual legal
assistance may.. apply the
procedure set ontin Annex 1L

None of the offences re-
ferred to in article 2 and the
_acts which constitute an of-

Extracts from the
draft comprehensive
convention on inter-

national terronism,
2001, submitted by
India to the US

fence...shatll be regarded, for
the purposes of extradition
or mutual legal assistance, as
a political offence or as an of-
fence connected with a politi-
cal offence or as an offence in-

——

Face of terror

spired by political motives.

Accordingly, a request for
extradition or for mutual
legal assistance based on
such an offence may not be re-
fused on the sole ground that
it concerns a political offence
or an offence connected with
a political offence or an of-
fence inspired by political
motives.

Nothing in this convention
shall be interpreted as impos-
ing an obligation to extradite
or to afford mutual legal as-
sistance, if the requested
state party has substantial
grounds for believing that the
request for extradition...or
for mutual legal assistance ...
has been made for the pur-
pose of prosecuting or pun-
ishing a person on account of
that person’s race, religion,

"o greater war _ ;4%

nationality, ethnic origin or
political opinion or that com-
pliance with the request
would cause prejudice to that
person’s position for any of
these reasons.

A person who is being de-
tained or is serving a sen-
tence in the territory of one
state party whose presenhce in
another state party is re-
quested for purposes of iden-
tification, testimony or other-
wise providing assistance in
obtaining evidence for the in-
vestigation or prosecution of
offences under the conven-
tion may be transferred if the
following conditions are met,

The person freely gives his
or her informed consent, and

The competent aunthori-
ties of both states parties
agree, subject to such condi-
tions as those states parties
may deem appropriate.

For the purposes of this
article

The state to which the per-
son is transferred shall have
the authority and obligation
to keep the person trans-
ferred in custody. unless oth-
erwise requested..by the
state from which the person
was transferred.

The state to which the per-
son is transferred shall with-
out delay implement its obli-
gations to return the person
to the custody of the state
from which the person was
transferred as agreed hefore-
hand, ot...otherwise agreed...

The state to which the per-
son is transferred shall not
require the state from which
the person was transferred to
initiate extradition proceed-
ings for the return of the per-
son;

The person transferred
shall receive credit for serv-
ice of the sentence being
served in the state from
which he was transferred for
the time spent in the custody
of the state to which he was
transferred.

T0 BE CONCLUDED
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Existence of Jaish and Lashkar unacceptable, says [slamab

Musharrat

WA

HTC and Agencies
Washingiton’ Islamabad, Dec. 26

PAKISTAN TODAY termed the
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lash-
kar-e-Tayveba as “illegal and
unconstitutional armies”™
whose existence was unaccept-
able to the nation’s Government,
just hours after the US put both
outfits on its terrorist kHst.

In an interview to the State-
owned PTV, Foreign Minister
Abdul Sattar said one reality that
has emerged in recent months is
{he need to focus on the mush-
room growth of private armies
in the name of Lashkar, Jaish
and Sipha which were illegal.

“This is not permitted under
the Constitution of Pakistan. We
should all as citizens be aware of
the provision of the Article 256
of the Constitution that declares
any private organisations claim-
ing to be organisations of mili-
tant forces as illegal. So our own
situation needs to be attended.

“Another reality that has
emerged in recent months, that is
reality of focus on organisations
and entities that assert claims
that are unacceptable. I think we
have to examine the situation in
Pakistan itself more closely. We
have to examine the fact that
there are organisations in Pak-
istan that have mushroomed over
the recent vears that openly and
blatantly claiming to Siphas,
Lashkars and Jaish.”

Earlier, US Secretary of State
Cotin Powell announced that
Lashkar and Jaish were foreign
terrorist organisations under
USlaw. “The vicious attacks that
took place on September il
made it clear that the US must
use every tool at its disposal to

(\} ,U\.'\,é\'

US pressure pays dividends

(jlm down

—

AFP PHOTO

A soldier mans a machine gun in the Ramgarh sector in Jammu. The area has witnessed shooting between Indian and Pakistani soldiers in the last ane week.

combat terrorism. Today I am
taking another important step
in our campaign to eliminate the
scourge of terrorism.”

The US move against the two
groups, already blacklisted
under separate anti-terrorism
moves by the Bush Administra-
tion, freezes any assets they
have in the US and makes it ille-
gal to support them financially.

It also allows US to deny visas to
their members, However, stick-
ing to Washington's balancing
act. Powell said the groups had
conducted numerous terrorist
attacks in India and in Pakistan
and tried to “destrov” relations
between the two countries.
Indicating US acceptance of
India’'s evidence that the LeT
and the Jaish were involved in

the December 13 attack, Powell
said “as the recent horrific
attacks against the Indian Par-
liament and the Srinagar State
Legislative Assembly so clearly
show. the LeT, Jaish and their itk
seek to assault democracy, und-
ermine peace and stability in
South Asia and destroy relations
between India and Pakistan.”
The two groups, “which claim to
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be supporting the people of
Kashmir, have conducted
numerous terrorist attacks in
India and Pakistan”™.
Responding to a question, Sat-
tar admitted that India had used
the present international envi-
ronment against terrorism.
“Yeg, India has exploited the pre-
sent environment to misproject
{the) freedom struggle in Kash-

mir as terrorjsm.”

[ndia, however, is bent on see-
ing Pakistan take concrete
action against the terrorist out-
fits (such as arrest their lead-
ers). The Foreign Ministry isn't
convineced by reports that JeM
chief Azhar Masood has been
arrested.

Related reports on Pagy.




US UK 1ssued
emarche S

to Pakistan  ~

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
New Delhi, Deceniber 24

THE US and the UK had issued a
formal diplomatic representa-
tion to Pakistan that it must ban
Lashkar-e-Tavveba and Jaish-e-
Mobammad.

The demarche, a response to
the December 13 attack on the
Indian Parliament, was joingly
issued by the two Governments
on Saturday. If represents a
major diplomatic success for
india as Pakistan has so far
refused to respond to a demarche
sent by New Delhi last week on
the same theme.

New Delhi has sent strong sig-
nals to Washingteon that uniess
the US presses Islamabad to take
action against the two terrorist
outfits, India was prepared to
take military action against Pak-
jstan. Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee has kept “other
options” to diplomacy “open.”

Through last week, Washing-
ton repeatedly said that Pakistan
had promised a crackdown on
Lashkar and Jaish. But the US
had qualified this with a call for
evidence. The State Department
said: “Pakistani officials have
made clear.. .that they will move
against extremist groups, includ-
ing those that India ciaims is
responsible for last week's
atiacks... If they get evidence of
the culpability.”

India responded by showing
the evidence it had collected to
ambassadors of some Key coun-
tries. The envoys conciluded
India had shown Lashkar’s and
Jaish’s complicity in the Decem-
ber 13 attack, but not proven the
involvement of General Pervez
Musharraf's regime.

Nonetheless, this was enough
10 demand that Pakistan bhan the
two organisations from operat-
ing on its soil

The US-UK demarche comes

PERVEZ MUSHARRAF

after New Delhi's briefing of
their ambassadors. The text of
the demarche was sent to the
Indian Government over the
weekend.

Washington had earlier hinted
that Musharraf had heen fold to
rein in the two organisations.
The White House said on Friday
that Musharraf had promised
Bush "he would move against
those involved in the attacks.”

US officials said this senti-
ment had been communicated to
Islamabad, but declined to say
whether a demarehe had been
issued.

The US is ratcheting up pres-
sure on Pakistan to try and pre-
empt an  Indian  military
response.

Some analysts see a softening
of Musharraf’s position in the
past few days. [nitiaily calling
India’s demands “arrogant”,
Isjamabad today announced the
freezing of Lashkar’s assets.

India will continne to wait and
watch. New Delhi is sceptical
whether Musharraf will comply
with the US-UE demarche, In the
pnast, Pakistani terrorisgFeroups
have worked arcund bans by
changing names d moving
offices.

{HE HINDUSTAN TIMEX
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nfrastructure facilii-
ty” means any pub-
licly or privately
owned facility providing or
distributing services for the
benefit of the public, such as
water, sewerage, energy, fuel
or communications, and
banking services, telecom-
munications and informa-
tion networks. “Place of pub-
lic use” means those parts of
any building, land, street, wa-
terway or other location that
are accessible or cpen to
members of the public,
whether continuously, peri-
odically or occasionally, and
encompasses any commer-
cial, business, cultural, his-
torical, educational, reli-
gious, governmental, enter-
tainment, recreational or
similar place that is so acces-
sible or open to the public.
“Public transportation sys-
tems” means all facilities,
conveyances and instrumen-
talities, whether publicly or
privately owned, that are
used in or for publicly avail-
able services for transporta-
tion of persons or cargo.

Any person commits an
offence within the meaning
of this convention if that per-
son, by any means, unlawful-
ly and intentionally, does an
act intended to cause;

Death or serious bodily in-
jury to any person; or serious
damage to a state or govern-
ment facility, a public trans-
portation system, communi-
cation system or infrastruc-
ture facility with the intent to
cause extensive destruction
of such a place, facility or sys-
tem, or where such destruc-
tion results, or is likely to re-
sult, in major economic loss;

When the purpose of such
act, by its nature or contacts,
is to intimidate a population,
or to compel a government or
an internatiohal organiza-
tion to do or abstain from
doing any act,

Any person also commits
an offence if that person at-
tempts to commit an offence
or participate as an accom-
plice in an offence as set forth
in paragraph 1. Any person
also commits an offence if
that person; organizes, di-
rects or instigates others to
commit an offence as set
forth in paragraphs 1 or 2; or
aids, abets, facilitates or
counsels the commission of
such an offense; or

In any other way con-
tributes to the commission of
one or more offences referred
inparagraphs1,2or3(a}bya
group of persons acting with

6

Extracts from the
draft comprehensive
convention on inter-

national terrorism,
2001, submitted by
Indiato the US

a common purpose; such con-
tribution shall be intentional
and either be met with the
aim of furthering the general
criminal activity or purpose
of the group or be met in the
knowledge of the intention of
the group to commit the of-
fence or offences concerned.
This eonvention shall not
apply where the offence is
committed within a single
state, the alleged offenderisa

Waiting to be struck

national of that state and is
present in the territory of
that state and no other state
has a basis... to exercise juris-
diction except that the provi-
sion of articles 10 to 22 shali,
as appropriate, apply in those
cases.

Each state party shall
adopt such measures as may
be necessary; to establish as
criminal offences under its
domestic law. The offences set
forth in article 2;

Te make those offences
punishable by appropriate
penalties which take into ac-
count the grave nature of
those offences.

Each state party shall
adopt stich measures as may
be necessary, including,
where appropriate, domestic
legisiation, to ensure that
criminal acts within the

ts work

scope of this convention are
under no eircumstances jus-
tifiable by considerations of
a political, philosophical, ide-
ological, racial, ethnie, reli-
gious or other similar nature,

Each state party shall take
such measure as may be nec-
essary to establish its juris-
diction over the offences re-
ferred to in article 2 in the fol-
lowing cases:

When the offence is com-
mitted in the territory in that
state or on board a ship or air-
craft registered in that state;

When the alleged offender
is a national of that state oris
a person who has his or her
hahitual residence in its ter-
ritory;

When the offence is com-
mitted wholly or partially
outside its territory, if the ef-
fect of the conduct or intend-
ed effects constitute or result,
within its territory in the
commission of an offence re-
ferred to in article 2,

A state may also establish
its jurisdiction over any such
offence when it is committed;

By a state]ess person who
is habitual in that state; or
with respect to a national of
that state; or

Against a state or govern-
ment facility of that state
abroad, including an em-
bassy or other diplomatic or
consular premises of that
state or

In an attempt to compel
that state to do or abstain
from doing any act: or on
board a ship or aircraft which
is operated by the govern-
ment of that state.

Each state party shall take
such measures as may be nec-
essary to establish its juris-
diction over the offences re-
ferred to in article 2 in cases
where the alleged offender is
present in its territory and
where it does not extradite
such person to any of these
states parties that have estab-
lished their jurisdiction in ac-
cordance with paragraphs 1
or2

When more than one state
party claims jurisdiction
over the offences set forth in
article 2, the relevant state
parties shall strive to coordi-
nate their actions appropri-
ately, in particular concern-
ing the conditions for prose-
cution and the modalities for
mutual legal assistance.

This convention does nat
exclude any criminal juris-
diction exercised in accor-
dance with national law:

TOBE CONCLUDED
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‘Britain, U.S.
racking Al-Qaeda
terror fleet’

ONDON, DEC. 23. The British and
1.S. intelligence services are
winting ships thought to make
ap a terrorist fleet linked to
Jsama bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda
Group, The Observer newspaper
reported todav, as a police
search of a cargo vessel in the
English Channel entered its
third day. HD'{} Pl 4;12,’
Some 20 ships had been
identified at least three months
ago as a result of a joint
inrelligence operation thought tw
be led by the Norwegian
Security Service, and the C1A,
the newspaper said.

Police, supperted by the Navy,
we continuing their search of
he mv Nisha, an Indian-owned
essel carrying sugar from
Tauritius to a L.ondon refinery.

It was pursued by a British
-igate and boarded on Friday
arning,. Police said they had
sceived a tip-off it was carrying
terrorist material”.

The ship wus reported (o have
wopped in Djibouti, bordering
cmalia, where the Al-Qaeda
wetwork was said to have an
«ctive cell, before starting its
ovage from Mauritius, — DPA

o
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“Suicide bomber’

tamed in mid-air

Boston, December 23 )

A PASSENGER on a Paris-Miami
jetliner appeared to be trving to
ignite an “improvised explosive”
in his sneakers and was over-
powered bv flight attendants and
fellow passengers today. Escorted
by military jets, the plane landed
safely in Boston.

American Airlines Flight 63, a
Boeing 767 with 185 passengers
and 12 crew members, was divert-
ed to Boston's Logan Internation-
al Airport under the escort of two
US Air Force F-15 fighter jets after
the mid-air drama over the
Atlantic. The two planes that
were crashed into the twin towers
were also of American Airtines.

The suspect was taken into
custody by the FBI. Police in
France identified the suspect as
Tarig Raja and said he was a Sri
Lankan national who boarded
the plane using a British pass-
port under the name Richard
Colvin Reid. Earlier, there were
rumours that the man was of
West Asian descent.

After he tried to light a fuse
protruding from his shoe, a flight
attendant intervened and the 64"
suspect resisted and bit her,
authorities said. Passengers
overpowered the man, some tak-
ing off their belts to secure him
to his seat. Two doctors then
injected him with sedative and
the shoe was removed.

“When the passengers tried to
subdue him, he threatengd that
he was wired,” satd Thomas Kin-
ton, Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Port Authority.

“I jumped on to his shoulder.
Two other giys came and took
his legs,” said Debry. 'Reid’ was
held down for 10 minutes while
others collected about 20 ieather
belts to restrain him. “I was
there in five seconds and there
were already two or three guys
on him. It was like evervbody
knew what they needed to do,”
said passenger Thierry Dugeon
(36) of Paris. “It's pure instinct
because it's happening so fast.
You're not going to think twice.”

“They X-rayed the shoe and
found there were holes drilled in
the heel and there also seemed to
be a detonator wire. The sub-
stance was consistent with the C-
4 explosive,” said Massport

THE ACCUSED, SAID TO BE A SRILANKAN

spokeswoman Laura White, AP
reported that the substance
found in the sneakers had {ested
positive for explosives.

C-4 is & military plastic explo-
sive, with RDX as the main ingre-
dient. The whitish substance can
be easily moulded by hand. Even
a small amount of C-4 could have
been enough to destroy the plane,
said bomb technician Jack
O'Keefe. An ounce of it could have
blown out a window or wall of an
airliner and then ~the air pres-
sure would rip the plane apart™,

But he doubted that the C-4
could have been sel off withouta
blasting cap, walking around
with which would have been very
dangerous for the passenger. The
explosive was used in the Qcto-
ber 2000 bombing of the USS Cole
in Yemen, killing 17 US sailors
and wounding 39.

White House officials moni-
tored the situation throughout
the afternocon and President
Bush was twice briefed. spokes-
man Scott McClellan said.

“The flight attendants and pas-
sengers who helped subdue the
suspect showed great bravery
and poise in what was obviously
a very dangerous situation,” said
acting Governor Jane Swift.
“Their heroic acts may have
potentially saved the lives of the
nearly 200 people on board.”

The incident is bound to
increase the anxiety among air-
line passengers, already scared
to death at the idea of flying
since September 11.

Agencies
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Post-9/11, (1/’
international isolatioh
and the label of
terrorists have dealt
a painful blow
to Chechen
separatists, says
Viadimir Radyuhin.

USSIA HAS emerged as
the biggest winner in the
global war on terrorisim.
It helped Moscow elim-

i inate the Taliban threat to Cen-

|

|

|
|

© Positioning Russia as

tral Asia, increase its influence in
Afghanistan, and forge a new
partnership with the West. But
most important, it set the stage
for breaking the stalemate in
Russia's war in Chechnya.

Moscow's second attempt to
crush the separatists in Chech-
nva has claimed the lives of over
3,500 of its troops and 11,000 re-
bels during the 25-month-long

' campaign, according to official

figures. Over 40,000 troops de-
ploved in the breakaway region
have so far been unable to crush
the rebei resistance sustained hy
a steady flow of cash and merce-
naries from Musiim countries.
“Russia is much more interested
in the complete defeat of the
gangs in Chechnya than in the
whereabouts of Osama bin La-
den,” Russia’s Defence Minister,
Mr. Sergei Ivanov, confessed re-
cently.

The September 11 terrorist at-
tacks on America cast the Che-
chen conflict in a new light.
a key

* American ally in the coalition’s

war in Afghanistan, the Presi-
dent, Mr. Vladimir Putin, linked
the extent of its involvement with
the coalition to the tevel of “mu-
tual understanding”” on terror-
ism.

The West was forced to reas-

' osess its view of Russia’s military

operation in Chechnya as a ruth-

| less suppression of a national lib-
© eration movement. One by one,
© Western leaders admitted that

Moscow was facing “a real ter-
rorist threat” from Chechen mil-
itants who had been trained by
Arab terrorists, had links with
Osama bin Laden and were fi-
nanced by a web of Islamic char-
ities.

The West not only agreed that
the war in Chechnya had a ter-
rorist element, but moved to cut
off the funds that helped fuel the
conflict and pressed Russia’s
neighbours in the region, above

« Feeling the heat

Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev in happier times.

all Georgia and Turkey, to stop
sheltering and supporting the re-
bels. The destruction of the Al-
Qaeda network in Afghanistan
has further reduced outside fi-
nancing for the rebels, denied
them access to training camps in
Afghanistan and all but stopped
the influx of foreign fighters w
Chechnya.

International isolation and the
label of terrorists have dealt a
painful blow to Chechen leaders
and deepenced tensions that have
always existed between the mod-
erate separatist President, Mr.
Aslan Maskbadov, and his two
most radical and powerful war-
lords — Shamil Basayev and the
Arab, Khattab, who have re-
ceived the bulk of foreign funds.
Moscow opened a “dialogue”
with Mr. Maskhadov last month.
Russian officials said the talks
were confined to the rerms of the
rebels’ surrender and their “in-
tegration into peaceful life”. For
his part, Mr. Maskhadov wel-
comed the talks but said they
should be about peace, not sur-
render.

Apart from the obvious goal of
widening the rift among the re-
bels and reassuring the West of
its commitment to a political set-
tlement in Chechnya, Moscow is
trying to prebe the extent of Mr,
Maskhadov's contrel over the re-
bels and the scope of a possible
deal with him over a post-war
political arrangement. Moscow

has set conditions for peace:
“terrorists” must be brought to
justice and Chechnya must re-
main in Russia.

Simultaneously, Russia has
stepped up the hunt for the rebel
leaders, taking advantage of the
winter season, when most gueril-
las are forced to take shelter in
villages in the plains. Mr. keanov
has vowed to smash the rebel re-
sistance finally before next
spring. However, the Kremlin is
aware that it cannot achieve a
military victory without winning
the battle for the minds of
Chechnya’s civilian population,
whose support has enabled the
rebels to carry on the guerilla war
despite the overwhelming Rus-
sian military presence in the re-
gion,

Moscow has recently become
more concerned with this prob-
lem. Prosecutors have opened
hundreds of cuses against Rus-
sian troops accused of looting
and manhandling the local peo-
ple. The Federal Govermunent has
poured funds into Chechnya to
create jobs and rebuild the war-
raviged economy. Chechnyva's
Maoscow-appointed Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Stanislav Hyasov, re-
ported earlier this month that
muost of the 400 km of railroads in
Chechnya had becn restored. Of
a total of 467 wwns and villages.
almost 200 now have clecuicity
and 120 have gas for heating and
cooking.

Almost 200,000 Chechen chil-
dren go to schools and farmers
harvested 220,000 tonnes of
grain this vear and sowed some
155,000 hectares with winter
wheat — more than the republic
has planted since the unrest be-
gan a decade ago.

In an even more promising de-
velopment, Chechen business-
men, who have been operating
elsewhere in Russia, have begun
returning to Chechnya, even if
with some prodding from the
Russian authorirttes.

Mr. Usman Masayev, who runs
a Moscow-based investment
firm, was recently elected chair
of the newly-established Union
of Chechen Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs. He has set up a
pool of 13 Chechen businessmen
from various Russian regions,
who invested $10 million to re-
store several factories in Chech-
nva, including a sugar factory
and a bread factory in Argun.
There are plans to repair some
dairy  and  meat-processing
plants. “"We can’t sit and wait,
We have to restore our econo-
my,” Mr. Masayev said recently.

Russian leaders admit it will
take years to pacify Chechnya,
which has a long history of resist-
ing Russian domination in the
19th and 20th centuries. But at
least they seem to have learnt the
lesson that in the Caucasus the
stick onty works if used together
with the carrot.
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liush orders free/zé
“on Lashkar aséets

Desikan Thirunarayanapuram in Washington .

Dec. 21 — US President Mr George W Bush on Thursday ordered the
freezing of the assets of Pakistani-based terrorist group Lashkar-e- .
Taivaba blamed for the attack on the Indian Parliament.
At a ceremony at the White House, Mr Bush named Lashkar-e-Taiva-
ba as the group responsible for the attack and said his action is inten- |
ded 10 help hoth India and Pakistan target the terrorist group.
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba has been linked to Al-Qaida, Osama bin Laden’s
organisation, by US officials but has never appeared on the state de- |
partment’s list of terrorist organisations. It has been supported by ele-
ments of the Pakistani army, including the 151 branch.
The maove is also likely to complicate the war in Afghanistan, wheie -
Pakistan is a key ally of Washington. i
A senior Bush aide 1old the New York Times that Washington saw no ;
. alternative to the action. “We would be hypocritical if we didn™t do it,” °
t he said, adding that the hope was that diplomatic intervention would
I ease tensions between India and Pakistan.
US secretary of state Gen Colin Powell called Pakistan President
- Gen Musharraf on Wednesday, alerting him to Mr Bush’s imminent ac-
1 tion, a senior official told the paper. “The indications are that Pakistan
is poing to be very supportive,” Treasury secretary Mr Paul H O'Neill
» said. Gen Powell also had long conversations with foreign minister Mr
1 Jaswant Singh, urging restraint in the current stand-off with Pakistan,
I " Mr Bush described Lashkar-e-Taiyaba as “a stateless sponsor of ter- |
rorism”™ that “hopes to destroy relations between Pakistan and India
and to undermine Pakistani President Gen Musharray o
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_Fresh translation™of tape shows™

Bin Laden naming t

WASHINGTON: (Osama Bin

- =2 Laden  names
some of the Sept.
11 hijackers and
commends them
to god, according
to a more thor-
ough translation
by one of the
experts hired by
the government
to review a video-
tape of the suspected terrorist.

A more leisurely review of the
tape released by the government
last week came up with “a whole
bunch of names”, translater
George Michael said on Thursday.
He would identify only three:
Nawagq al-Hamzi, Salem al-Hamzi
and Wail Alshehri.

Alshehri was on American
Airlimes Flight 11, one of the

planes that hit the twin towers at
the World Trade Centre in New
York. The al- Hamzis were on AA
Flight 77, which hit the Penlagon.

“You’ll have to talk to the
Pentagon ahout the rest,” Mr
Michael said.

Michael, one of two translators
hired by the government, said he
handed the more detailed tran-
script  to  the Pentagon on
Wednesday.

Pentagon spokeswoman Torie
Clarke said on Thursday night that
she was unaware of a new transla-
tion, but added it was not surpris-
ing to find more information with
a more in-depth study of the con-
versation, considering the poor
quality of the sound on the tape.

Meanwhile, ABC news has
reported that the translation of the
videotape contains several omis-

’ o Vv gV
errorists '

o
510ms regarding connectiohs o
Saudi Arabia.

The network reported on
Thursday that the Pentagon had
omitted certain  sections that
“could be embarrassing to the gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia.”

ABC unveiled its own (ransla-
tion of the tape, containing sce-
tions not heard on the recording
released by the Pentagon.

At the start of the tape, a4 Saudi
identified as Khalid al-Harbi who
is speaking with Bin Laden “seems
to claimm he was smuggled into
Afghanistan by a member of Saudi
Arabia’s religious police,” accord-
ing to ABC’s translation.

The Saudi man also said that
certain religious leaders in Saudi
Arabia, some of them close to the

government, had hailed the atta
in their sermons, e




"8 ultras gunned

L

down in Poo

\_JC
Jammu, December 20 -{\ oY

EIGHT MILITANTS were gunned
down when an infiltration bid was
foiled today along the Line of Con-
tro! {(LoC) in Pounch sector. The
area has heen witnessing heavy
shelling between Indian and Pak
troeps during the last few days,
army sources said.

The Paoonch and Rzjouri areas
have Dbeen withessing heavy
shelling for the past rwo days and
there were reports that Pakistan
was trving to infiltrate militants
under heavy firing. Sccurity was
increased following the reports
and army was put on high atert
which led to the killing of eight
militants who were trying to cross
over, the sources said.

Eight persons, inciuding five
militants and two army personnel
were killed and fiva securitymen
injured as militants targeted a
police station, an army convoy
and a security picket in the Kash-
mir Valley since last night, official
and defence sources said today,

Three Hizbul militants and an
army jawan were killed and four
securitymen injured in a fierce
encounter near Watlab in Bara-
mulla district of north Kashmir
vesterday and identified two of
them as Bashir Ahmad Ganai and

h

\ \/
C‘hula mo‘nmddm Ganai’
Two AK assault rifies, a pistol

nd aimmunition were recovered
from the siain mititanis, sources
said. An unidentified militant and
an army jawan were killed in an
encounter at Natnoosa near
Kandi in frontier district of Kup-
wara Jate last night, sources said
adding one AX rifle and some
ammunition were recovered from
the deceased ultra,

In another cncounter. army
killed a Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
miiitant Javid Ahmad Parra at
Guxlom in Baramulla last night.
An AKrifle, three magazines with
70 rounds and 2 wireless set were
recovered fram him. Meanwhile,
unidentified gunmen shaot dead a
released milftant of Hizbul
Mujahideen, Karim Mir at Grand-
Kawinar in Badgam district of
cential Kashmir last night.

The motive behind his killing
was not known, the sources said.
The sources said a Border Securi-
tv Force (BST) head constable was
injured when militants threw a
grenade towards a security picket
at the main gate of Eidgah in
downtown Srinagar this atter-
noon. Pro-Pakistan Tehreek-ul
Mujahideen claimed responsibili-
tv for the grenade artack.
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BUSH URGES ASSISTANCE TO INDIA

Pak. has obligation to
.n-check terrorism: U.S.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

In ajsubile endaorsement of India’s insistence that
the wrld take note of ils concerns over terrorism,
the Bush administration has made it clear that Isla-
mabad has an obligation 1o work against extremiss
groups operating out of its soil.

“The President has made it clear that the United
States opposes terrorism everywhere. And, as the
global campaign continues, the President urges all
those who support that etfort to assist India as India
deals with that problem,” the While Ilouse Press
Secretary, Mr. Ari Fleischer, said in a pointed way.

Mr. Fleischer said that the President, Mr. George
W. Bush, had madec it clear “'that it is important for
Pakistan to curb the extremists. And what's Impor-
tant, from the President’s peint of view, for both
India and Pakistan is (o fight terrorism and to fight
the terrorists who are Uying to destabilise the re-
gion.”

The message to Pakistan and Gen. Perves Mushar-
ral came not just from the White House. The State
Department had virtually the same thing 1o say on
the subject.

Its spokesman, Mr. Richard Boucher, said the Sec-
retary of Siate, Gen. Colin Powell. had spoken with
India's Minister for Fxternal Affairs, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, and that the U.S, Ambassadors in New Delhi
and Islamabad were in ¢lose touch with the Govern-
ments.

Arguing that the basic view had not changed, Mr.
Boucher said India needed 1o conduct its investiga-
tion, to consider what appropriate action might be
taken to help protect its people against terrorism
and to help protect its democracy against terrorism.

it is incumbent upon all to make

“But \w

sure that we pursue the overall effort against terrar-
isrn and we have made quite clear in our discussions
with the Pakistan Government that as we pursue
terrarism nexl door. that all countries have an abli-
galion to work against terrorism within their own
borders and that we look 1o the Pakistan Govern-
ment o work against extremist groups that operate
out of Pakistan,” Mr. Boucher remarked.

In the course of a regular briefing, the spokesman
was asked about the “added burden” for Washing-
ton to (ry and keep India and Pakistan apart in the
contexl of the American involvement in Afghanistan
and Pakistan’s support for that.

... We recognise that the tight against terrorism
has many aspects and many facels... The President
has made clear that we intend (o go after terrorism
wherever it exists. We intend to go after groups that
are associated with the Al-Qaeda. And we ook to all
the countries involved, all the countries who have
made this hasic commitment against terrorism 1o
fight terrarism, to carry out steps to make sure that
terrorisim doesn’ | Nourish within their borders,”” Mr.
Boucher said.

the State Department spokesman said the L1S.
Iooked (o Pakistan lo take action not only against
terrorism  generally “but alse against extremist
groups that may be operaling in their country.” 1Tm-
portantly, Washington has also reminded [slamabad
in a general way the existing and relevant United
Nations Security Courrcil Resolution on the subject.

“There is a whole host of obligations which are
incumhbent upon every country becausc of the U.N.
resolutions. We think that all Governments should
take thase actions,” Mr. Boucher remarked.

Powell calls up Jaswant again: Page 11
- 77—-—""
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pbnse to match act’

Vajpayee, Advani vow tough action against militants

e
A

HT Correspondent  r, ~
New Dethi, December 18 1*
AS THE Treasury angd Oppusi-
tion members of Parliament
united in a brief bt rare gesrure
to condemn the Decembep 12
attack and support tough action
against terrorism. Prime Minis-
ter AB Vajpavee pledged that ihe
perpetrators would he handed
“punishment” in preportion to
their outrageous act.

Vajpayee said the Government
would definitely go after them (as
declared by the Union Cabinet's
resolution) “whoever and wher-
ever they are” after consulting
all concerned, including NDA
allies and the Opposition.

Without elaborating on the
nature of actien. he told BJP

MPs, “God spared our lives to -

enable us to complete an unfin-
ished, big task before the nation
(of rooting out the terrcrist men-
ace from the country).”

d

i

Vajpayee's tough talk before
the BJP Parliamentary Pariy
came shortly before Home Minis-
ter LK Aovani's statement in the
1w Houses.,

The PM also said India alone
would decide on the type of pun-
ishment for the perpetrators
after full-scale investigation into
“the dastardly crime committed
on Tndian soil.” He asked the
party to leave the matter to the
Government 1o decide on the
nature and timing of retribution
after Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Pramod Mahajan {old him
that several BJP MP<« were of the
view that the mood of the coun-
try was for "hot pursuit” and
smashing of terrorist training
camps across the LoC.

The PM's statement in the
party fora did seaem ta be in ron-
trast to Advani’s remark. as
pointed out by the Opposition in
the immediate debates that fol-
lowed Home Minister’s state-

ment in the Lok Sebha and the
Rajva Sabha. Advani did not give
any indication of the Govern-
nent’s plans in response to what
he described as “tervorist assault
on the very bastion of our
democracy”™ aimed at “wiping
out the country's top political
leadership”.

The Opposition, on its part. told
the Governmment in the course of
the debates not o undertake any
“hasty” action to avenge for the
December 13 attack.

Vaipayvee was gquoied by BJP
Parliamentary Party spokesper-
son VK Malhotra as saving that
there was no question of a joint
probe with Pakistan as the ter-
rorists involved in the attack had
links with Pakistan's Inter-8er-
vives Intelligence (1S New
Delhi had sent documents in sup-
port of its demarche to Islam-
abad, seeking action against
Jaish-e-Mohammed and
Lashkar-e-Tayveba. he added.

el
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Hunt for Al Q

By NICK FIELDING 5’\ W

LONDON: Dozens of CEA agénts
have been flown inte the Horn of
Afuca and southers Arabia 1o pin-
puint Al Quida camps and mop up
anti-American  fighters  fleeing
Afghanistan.

Their work is part of a huge
international operation to neu-
triafise Osama bin Laden’s support
nelworks  outside  Alghantstan.
Alrcady s number of arrests have
been made and if significam Al
Quaida encampments are found.
military operations involving spe-
tiad foyees conld follow.

In Yemen. which has signed a
security co-operation ggreement
with America, a0 unksown num-
ber of Somal and  Dijibouti
rcfugees have been arrested in the
past weck. It is thought that some
were detamned on the basis of
miormation gleaned from Al
Qaida fighters captured and inter-
rogated in Afghanistan.

CIA teams are thought to be
active in north Yemen, which bor-
ders Saudi Arabia. This remote,
MOUNTAMOUS area (5 home to many
Arab finhters who have returned
fram Afghat (raining camps.

In Mairobi, the Kenyan capital. &
ClA team began work last week
mvestigating the large Somal com-
munity 1o gather information on
the refationship between Somalt
Istamic groups and Al Qaida.
Briish troops have also begun a
build-up in Kenya, including spe-
cial forces who regularly train in its
remote border  regions with
Somalia. At the same time, the
United $tates is considering moving

its communications  monitoring
headquarters {rom  Kenva w0

£

L

U.S. secretary of defence Donald H. Rumsfeld (left) is greeted by Mohammed Fahim (right), new defence

miinister in the interim Afghan government, aftev arciving at Bagram girfield on Sunday.

Dijiboutt. From there. radio
traffic trom southern Arabia
and the African coast can be
more easily tracked and inter-
cepied.

Other moves that indicate
fow the net is closing in on
Islamic  terror networks
include » growing paval pres- ~
cnce fp e area, with American
and French warships patrolling
Somalia’s coastal waters and four
German warships controlting a
zone in the Red Sea. Intercepuons
of freightess are becommng come-
mon, with VS, marines boardmng
vessels to scarch for fighters fleeing

- » British troop build-up in Kenya
' Aim to stop Al Qaida men from escaping
and rebuilding base
» U 5. inspecting ships at Karachi bound for
Yemen, Kenya

from Alghamstan.

“1ts a classic military mistake to
leave a partially defeated encmay
en the batdefield in one form or
another.” said Paul Wollowitz, the
Americon doputy  defeace secre-
tary Iast week. “It's going 0 be a
very long aid difficult joh to root

ot

them aut™.

The Germans have investi-
s gated. basing  roops  in
# Djiboutt, under a treaty that
5 allows them o use one of the
G countrys military bases. [t s
¢ theught to be the first time
 German troops have been
altowed to set up a {oreign hase
since the end of the Second World

‘ar. A wvnit of German marines
landed in northeastern Somalia Jast
month (0 CArry Oul TeCONIAISSAnCe,
These moves signal the stert of the
promised wider war agalnst terror-
Ism. Whether or not Bin Laden i3
capturad, the military defeat of the

1y 0220

aida men takes CIA teams to Alrica, Arabia

Taliban  and Al Qaida
Alghanistan represents only the
end of the first phasc of the condliet.

A primary aim of the new cam-
paign will be to prevent Al Qaida
operatives  {from  escaping  to
rebuild the organisation clsewhere.
The anti-terror codliion wil be
seeking to diminish Al Qaida to
the point where it Fragments.

American military personnel are
inspecting ships loaded at Karacht
in Pakistan destined {or Aden,
Yemen or Kenva, On the ground,
troops are guarding high passes
inte Pakistan, Tajikistan and Iran,
which has moved trcops up fo its
barder with Afghanistan.

But there are feass that some Al
Qaida fighters have made it
through to Kashmir, where
Pakistar’s military is engaged in a
proxy war with India.

‘The number of Afghan Arabs
who  have  ¢scaped  from
Adghanistan s hard to estimate.
but in the past few days the
Pakistan authorities say they have
detained 340 people, including 40
suspected Al Qaida Bghters.

American officials beljeve that
up to 300 Talibao and Al Qaida
froops captured al Mazar-i-Shanf
and Konduz by the Northern
Alliance have simee bought safe
passage into [ran, Other sources
suggest that more than 210 senior
Taltban leaders are in Pakistan.

"The Northern Alliance has begun
releasing prisoners captured three
weeks ago in the north of the coun-
trv. Last Thursday, 200 Pakistani
lighters were (reed and mere were
due to be set free to coincide with
the end of Ramadan this weekengd,
The going price is said to he § 1600
a head. e sunpay TES)




“Osama & Omar

are in Pakistan,

says report +1!
W

HT Correspondent/Agencies
Washington, Decemnber 17

0OSAMA BIN Laden and Mullah
Omar have escaped into Pakistan
and are in hiding, media reports
have said. With the Tora Bora
fighting nearing its end but stilt
no trace of bin Laden, The Wash-
ington  Post  today  gquoted
unnamed Pakistani officials to
say that the Saudi-born fugilive
bin Laden is hiding i Pakistan
until a safer place is found for
him and asylum iz granied to
Mullah Omar

Pakistan. as creator of the Tal-
iban. had a gigantic stake in its
continued well being even in
defeat. analysts pointed out. Its
ambitions in  Kashmir and
dreams of a grearer Pakistan
were served by the Taliban
remaining a viable entity. the
newspaper said.

“Unbslievably, not one top
Cabinet minisier o Muilah
Omar has been kilied, arrested
or defected to opposition forees
during the two-month leng, non-
stop bombing,” a top Pakistani
security official said. {y3ama and
Omar's escape had been made
possible thanks the “Afghan
way"” of fightigg wars. the news-
paper said. ) UvveTg.

According to Atghan custom,
the outconie of wars was consid-
ered settled once it became clear
who had the superior forces. For-
mer enemies either melted away
or reconciled, and if reconcilia-
tion was not possible, at least
coexisted without troubling each
nther. the report explained.

Pakistan was vet to express its
desire to nab the duo, it said.
adding that it was unciear yet
how much pressure the US wouln
exert on Islamabad to get the two,

Of a dirty-dozen list of top
Taliban officials drawn up hy
Alliance officials hefore Kabul's
fall a month ago, at least five
were helieved to have Jed to Pak-
istan, the report said.

“Ultimately. the Taliban is
expected (o gain time to mount a
challenge to the interim Govern-
ment of Hamid Karzai. Some Tai-
iban officials have already
resumed their political activities
unhindered. $ix of the militia's
senior officials have started a
party m sautheastern
Afghanistan. It is led by Ahmed
Amin Mujadidi, a prominent cler-
ic from Kabul,” the report added.

The US had already pumped a
lot of money inte Pakistan
through international institu-
tions as well as its European and
Japanese allies to seek lslam-
abad’s support for its Afghan
campaign, the daily said.

While hundreds cf al-@aida
fighters were escaping into the
snowy mountains towards Pak-
istan as the battle to seize their
mountainous base appeared to be
nearing a close today, Afghan
commanders said there was still
no sign bin Laden. "They have
escaped into the mountains.™

More than 500 al-Qaida fight-
ors fled towards Pakistan as the
US-led furces announced the cap-
ture of Osama hin Laden’s Tora
Bora hideout vesterday It is,
however, unclear if the fighters
will survive the arduous trek,
with nothing ta eat.
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he terrorist attack on Parliameht on December
I 13 has presented the country with major securi-
ty challenges. Unless the government responds
with determination. New Deihi will continue to be
viewed as an easy target by all those seeking to destabi-
lize the country’s polity: It is time that New Delhiadopt-
ed policies that are proactive, anticipatory and inte-
grated to make sure that no one is left in any doubt
about the nation’s firm resolve to fight terrorism and
states that back terrorists, Perhaps the most eritical se-
curity challenge is to improve the preparedness of the
security forces to deal with terrorists who are willing
to kill themselves. Even countries with the most s0-
phisticated security apparatus find it extremely diffi-
cult to deal with the threats posed by suicide bombers.
The ongoing experience of Israel suggests that even
with the greatest investment in security, a country can
fall victim to such acts of lunacy, Before the Lashkar-e-
Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad made their appearance,
in south Asia only the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam were known for carrying out suicide missions.

The region may witness an increased tendency to
resort to such acts if countermeasures are not imme-
diately taken. Two steps are particularly necessary.
First, it is vital to have a more efficient unified intelli-
gence network throughout the country and especially
in the region that can use himman and electronic means
to tap and intercept communication between terror-
ists. Only through svstematic intelligence gathering
can suicide missions be anticipated and aborted before
the event. The Intelligence Bureau ordinarily is re-
sponsible for gathering intelligence about threats from
within the country, while the Research and Analysis i
Wing gathers information largely from abroad. Mili-
tary intelligence confines itself to external military
threats from belligerent countries, particularly on the
border. On paper, intelligentce wings of the local police
are supposed to coordinate with the IB, but in reality
this never happens, Moreover, the IB and RAW often
compete with each other, and rarely do they actually
share hard information with what used {o be known as
the joint intelligenice committee, but has now hecome
the secretariat of the national security council. The re-
sult is that there is very little possibility of a unified
high-level assessment of every day threats and, there-
fore, the absence of a coherent policy response.

The committee that went into the intelligence fiasco
in Kargil in 1999 recommended major changes. In spite
of the government apparently accepting the need for
most of these, there is still little evidence that arealre- |
structuring has taken place. It is equally vital that the ’
response to a terrorist attack, particularly of the kind
thar occurred on Idecember 13, must have a deterrent
effect on the more rational members of the terrorist !
organization and its backers, particularly if it is a gov-
ernment. In other words, evenr while the government
may carefully time its action, there must be no doubt
that if New Delhi has to take measures to prevent such
terrarist acts in the future, it must make the Lashkar-e-
Toiba, the Jaish-e-Mohammad and their sponsors bear
substantial costs for the Parliament attack.
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TORA BORA (AFGHANISTAN), DEC. 17.
Tribal fighters and .S, special
forces chased Al-Qaecda guerillas
through the mountains of eastern
Afghanistan on Monday after con-
quering their complex of caves and
tunnels. Some tearful Al-Qaeda
fighters  surrendered, pleading
with their captors nol to turn them
over to the Americans.

More than 200 foreigners from
the Al-Qaeda, Osama bhin Laden's
terrorist nefwork, were kifled in
batties culminating nine weeks of
dutacks by American warplanes in
the air and eastern alliance lorees
on the ground. Hundreds more
were belicved to be on the run,
andd there was no news on the
whereabouts of Osama.

“Until we catch him — which
we will-— we won't know precisely
where hie's been,” the US, De-

tence Sccretary, Mr. Donald H.
Rumsfeld, tald reporters while fly-
ing to Brussels. "It's going to take
time and energy and effort, and
people will be kiiled in the process
of trying ta find them,” he said,
Asked if senjor Icaders of the net-
work have escaped. he added:
“wWe're still irving to sort out who
we have, and who we don't have.
and who has been killed. 1t 1s not
4an eusy process.”

There was [resh informartion on
anather fugitive on the American
wanted list: the Talibun supreme
leader, Mullah Mohammed Omar,
NMr. Haji Guialal, the intelligence
chiet for Kandahar's governor, said
reports  mdicated the ane-eyed
cleric was holed up with hundreds
of fighters in the town of Baghran,
northnwest of Kandahar,

Around Tara Bora, afrstiikes

<" Al-Qaeda fighters fleeing Tora B

were less infense on Manday lha}'l
in the previous weeks, but bombs
still exploded deep in the forests
on the snowcapped miguntain
range  where Al-Qaeda  fighters
were believed to be fleeing. The
Eastern Alliance sald misdirevied
U.S. bombs killed three of its fight-
ers avernight. In Kabul, the Amer-
ican flag flew over the U.S
tmbassy for the first dme since
1989, A report from Abu Dhabi,
quating Al-fazeera TV, said anti-
Taliban Poshtun units  ¢laimed
they discovered the whereabows
of Osuma bin Laden and were get-
Iing ready tn storm his hideour.
The field commander in-charge
of three Pushtun units which ran
military operations in Tora Bora,
Mr. Zahir, suid ar a news-confer-
ence today that Osama was hiding
in a mountainaus district in north-

v
a

L;]f Kundahar, which is supposed
to have a difficult access.

A session of the leading council
af the joint anti-Taliban front has
decided thar the international pea-
cekeeping forces can enter Af-
ghanistan even before Tecember
42 — the day of the official transfler
af power to the interim govern-
ment headed by Mr. Hamid Kar-
zal, a report from Kabul said.

The so-called Masood team —-
comprising the Defence Minister,
Gien. Mohammad Gassem l'ahim,
the Interior Minister, Mr. Moham-
mad Younous CGanconi. and the
Foreign Minister, Mr, Abduilah
Abdullah -— insisted al the mect-
ing on approving the plan drawn
up by the LN, and the Bonn con-
ference to bring the inlernational
peacckeeping forces into AMfghan-
istan, — AP, UNI

-




Jalsh _e-Mohammad's target is l\thmu"

Lashkar-e-Toiba alm,s at ln;l]a Lotal ~

By Manoj Joshi SN
Times News Network { v
NEW DELHL The Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Lashkar-c-Toiba, two Pakistan-based terrorist groups.
are being seen as prime suspects for the December 13
attack on Parliament House. The Jaish was founded

some time in February 2000 by Masood Azhar, one of

the terrorist leaders India released in the wake of the
hijack of an Indian Aurlines aircraft 1o Kandahar.
The Jaish is the older group and its paternity can be
traced to the Harkat-ul-Mujahidecn (renamed
Harkat-ul-Ansar in 1993) which fought in the ‘jchad
against the Soviet forces in Afghanistan in the 1930s
Al the time of his arrest in India in 1994, Masood
Avlyar was the seerelary- general of Harkat-ul-Ansar,
But when he returped to Pakistan, he decided o
break away from the Harkat and took the bulk of the
cadres 10 his new outfit. The Lashkar is a newer out-
fit founded by three university professors in 1987 —
Hafiz Mohammed Saecd. Zatar Igbal and Ahdullah
Azam. [1 is considered the military wing of the
Markaz-dawa-ul-1rshad (the centre for correct teuch-
ing and propagation) and is headquartered al
Muridke. a small town some 45 km north of Lahore,
Although both outfits fight in Kashmir. there are
important doctrinal ditferences betwzen them. The
}dlsh belengs to the Deobandl br'mgh of Islam and is

n\.‘ldqu&imr‘.d n ﬂ}r_ Binori suburb of K r achi, draw-
ing its sustenance from he Jamiat-ub-Uloom-ul
{slamia. the principal Deobandi scmmary it Pakistan.

The Harkat’s battle against ndia is principaliy in
Kashmir and its terrorist activitics do not normatly
extend 10 other parts of the countrv. This is in keeping
with Deobandi [slam’s basic premise that there is no
basis for a religious conflict in India. Over the vears the
Harkat and its successor. the Jaish. have recruited many
Kashmirnt militants despite worries that this enables
Indian authoritics to penetrate theis underground cells,

The Lashkar. on the other hand, comprises those
who see Kashmir as a gatewayv 1o a ‘larger jehad’ to
cleanse India of Hindus und sub- continental Tstam of
s alleged Hindu influences, Indecd. they plan to
carry on the hattle to Islamucise the rest of the world
as welll Doctrinally, thev are closer o the Saudi
Wahabi branch of Islam and those who are recruited
inte the Lashkar take a new Arabic name usuallv with
the prefic-Abua’. The Lashkar does not accept smeide
as a tactic although its cadres undertake near-suicidal
missions. The Jatsh, on the other hand, does not hesi-
tate to conduct human-bomb attacks. Both the Jaish
and the Lashkar have been used by the 1S1o light its
proxy war agzainst India and had training carnps in the
Kunar province of Afghamstin, and will now be hard-
pul W train its cadres in Pakistan.
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Terror twins trigeered |

REGA A A

The PLOT

Lashkar-e-Toiba ang Jaish-e-
Mohammad, two extremist out-
fits, masterminded the attack on
Parliament on the instructions of
Pakistan's Inter Services
Intelligence (1S1)

@The plan was first discussed in
February 2001 by Ghazi Baba,
the supreme commander of
Jaish-g-Mohammad who is
based in the Adu Hilis,
Pahalgam, He arranged for the
men who could come to Delhi.

@The plan took final shape in
October this year, when Ghazi
Babha identified who would lead
the aftack. The logistical support
began to be provided in early
Degember,

The PEOPLE

Five terrorists. Police say there
was no sixth man. All were
Pakistanis. They have been
identified as Rafa, Rana,
Mohammad, Haider, Hamza.

@Syed Abdut Rahman Gifani. He is
2 lecturer in Arabic at Zakir
Hussain Gollege in Dethi
University. Gifani, a resident of
Mukherjee Nagar, was a key
persan in the plan. He met with
others, stayed in touch with the
mastermind. He has been
arrested.

G)Shaukat Hussain, 2 DU graduate,
who hecame a commission
agent in Azadpur vegetable
market. He has been arrested
with his wife..

ussain's cousin Mohammed
Afzal, a JKLF-trained militant,
who came to Dethi and began
living with Hussain. He has been
arrested.

The EVENTS

d Ghazi Baba sends Mohammed

Afzat te Delhi, who in turn, is
able to convinge his cousin,
Shaukat Hussain o be a part of
the plan. Hussain ropes in his
close friend Gilam,
in Qctober, Ghazi Baba identifies
the suicide squad leader —

BRcbimmamind » Injakh Aneendt

Delhi lecturer held for
links with suicide squad

Times News Network

NEW DELHI The December 13
attack on Patliament was jointly
carricd out by the Jaish-e-
Mohammad  (JeMy and the
Lashkar-¢-Toiba (LeT} terrorist
groups while a Delhi University
lecturer. Sved AR, Gilani, was the
facilitator in Delhs, police commis-
sioner Ajai Raj Sharma said on
Sunday.

Announcing that the police had
sofved the case. Mr Sharma said
the suicide squad which afiacked
Parliament was headed by a ter-
rorist identified as Mohammad.
His accomplices were  Raia,
Haider, Rana and Hamza. All of
them were killed in the attack.

The terrorists had come to Dethi
in November and Decemaber atter
being advised to do so by JeM
commander Ghazi Baba., who is
bascd in Bhawalpur, Pakistan.

The militants had originally
planned to raid the international
airport but later zerced in on
Parliament for their suicide attack.
The  comspiracy  to  attack
Parliament was hatched in the first
week of December, Mr Shanma
sait, The conspiracy behind the
altack was revealed with the arrest
of four persons—including the uni-
versity lecturer and a woman.

“The ftirst breakthrough came
when the police established kinks
between the lecturer and the killed
terrorists,” Mr Sharma said.

The lecturer, who teaches Arabic
in the Zakir Hussain College, was
arrested on Saturday. During inter-
rogation, he revealed that two
more persons, Mohammad Afzal
and Shaukal Hussain, were also
mvolved in planning the attack.
“The terrorisis planned the attack
during several  meetings  at
Shaukat's Mukhenee Nagar resi-
dence.” Mr Sharma said,

Afzal, who is believed to be the

main coordinator of the JeM m
Dethi, was alse responsible for
bringing the suicide squad mem-
bers to the city from Srinagar and
providing them with hideouts in
Mukherjee Nagar.

Shaukat and Afzal had left for
Srinagar in a truek on the day of
the attack and were later arrested
by the Srinagar police. A laptop
and Rs 10 lakhs were found in
their possession. The two drivers
and the helper of the truck were
also arrested.

In Delhi, Shaukat's Mukherjee
Nagar residence was raided and
his wife, Afsan Guru alias Navjot
Sandhu, arrested. She told the
police that she was aware of the
conspiracy to attack Parliament as
several meetings of the group had
taken place in her house. Sandhu,
who is pregnant, has been admit-
ted to hospital after guestioning.

The militants had entered the
Parliament complex in a white
Ambassador through gate number
2 and not gate number 1, Mr
Sharma said. “Besides the car. they
had also purchased a motoreycle
to survey the area. Thev even
arranged parking label-stickers for
entering the high security com-
plex.”

The potice said the malitants had
made elaborate arrangements
before the strike. Thev had pur-
chased 30 kg of ammonium
nitrate, four kg sulpbur and four kg
aluminium powder from Khari
Baoli to prepare improvised explo-
sive devices. “The explosives and
maps of Delhi and the Chanakya
Puri area were recovered from
their hideouts.” My Sharma said.

The weapons used—four AK
serics rifles, three pistols, 12 maga-
zings. 5 grenades, 15 shells. a
grenade launcher and detona-
tors—apart from wireless sets had
been brought from Jammu and
Kashmir by the suicide squad.

Atrested militants Mohammad AE
stand together oufside the speciai ¢

Pakistan s

ISLAMABAD: After promising to
if India provides evidence about th
ment of the Lashkar-e-Toiba in the
Parliament, Islamabad now wants to
of the investigations into the attack.

“Pakistan is prepared for a joint
Inquiry into the attack on th
Pariiament. If any evidence is fou
inquiry about the {nvolvement of an
ual of group from Pakistan’s soil, Pal
initiate action,” defence spokesman
Hashid Qureshi told a British news ¢
Saturday.

However, President Pervez Mush
not made any mention of the offer it
interview on state television on

—
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(right}, Sved Abdul Rehman Gilani {centre), and Shaukat Hossain

ell of the crime hranch in New Deihi on Sunday.
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Harish Tyagi

LOOSE ENDS
A LAPTOP

Jaish-e-Mohammad
supreme commander Ghazi
Baba gave the terrorisis Jap-
top. This was returned by
the suicide bombers just
befare they teft for their
mission on December 13.
The police have the laptop
byt there Is no clue as fo
wihy it was given and what
data it contains.

AIRPORT PLAN

Delhi police chief Ajai Raj
Sharma said the terrorists
had initially planned an
attack at the Dethi airport.
Why they gave it up,
remains a mystery.

CELLPHONE CALLS

Dozens of calls have been
mage from the terrorists’
five ¢ellphones. These calls
have yet (o be unravelled.

eeks role in attack probe

ke action
B nvolve-
attack on
be a part

impartial
s Indian
i in the
v individ-
ctstan will
Map Gen
1gnnel on

afraf had
. his brief
Saturday.,

wherein he promised action if India provided
evidence. “We would surelv 2xpect proof and
evidence of involvemcnt of any group in
Pakistan in the terronist act. We will take action
against anybody involved in Pakistan in these
acts, if at all proved,” Gen Musharrafl said
adding. “We will cooperae as long as there Is
evidence agaiast any individual or group.”

Maj Gen Qureshi. meanwhile. took strong
exceptiom to the demand for the arrest of Le't
leaders by home minister LK. Advani.

“We want to make it clear to India that ure-
sponsible slatements or uitimatums by the
Indian lesdership hinting at any aclion on the
Pakistani borders or the LoC will not be
acceplable o us. India must understand that it

will suffor huge losses 1] it resorts to any such
actiaon,” he said. Reacting to repurts that
Pakistan has put izs troops along the Indian
border on high alert, hie said the Indian govern-
ment and media had “staried a rhetoric™ since
the September 11 terrovist attacks in the TS,

He clatmed that afier the attacks. India had
sent three troop divisions 1o the borders, Since
then. Pakistan has put its armed forces on high
alert to match Indian roinforcements,

Asserting that all differences between India
and Pakistan should be resolved though 1atks,
he said Islamabad drd not allow any jehadi
sroup to take part in terrorisy activities and
only provided moral and political support to
the “freedom movemnent™ i Kashmir. »7
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‘Assets of Muslim foundation selzeq in crackdown

WASHINGTON, DEC. 16. FBI apgents have raided
the offices of two of the nation’s largest Mus-
lim charities in what Bush adniinistation offi-
cials described as a broadening of s
campaign o shut a financial pipeling to fer-
rorist groups overseas.

The Governmenr!t announued 1ew details
about the raids on the charides, the Global
Relief Foundation and the Benevolence Inter-
national Foeundation, both of THinois, and re-
fused to say what errorist groups might be
linked to them. The Bl would r1;l sy what_
information it seized. ‘b\n,@“

f.ast week, federal Jaw enf[)nur\t'm agenls
froze the assets and searched the office of an-
other large Muslim charity, the Holy Land
Foundation for Relief and Developrnent, in Ri-
chardson, Texas. [n that case, the Government
detailed its allegations, accusing the founda-
tion of supporting Hamas, the Palestinian nil-
itant group that has taken respons:bility for a
series of recent suicide boinbings in Israel.

Giobal Relief and Benevolence Internation-
il have repeatedly denied links w terrorism,
They have insisted that the millions of doliars
in contributions that they receive each year

are used for vital development and emergen- H Q:wU() G in donationshin the Unitad States

cy-aid projects around the world, focused on
nations with large Muslim populations.

The Treasury Department said afler the
raids that it had frozen the assets of Global
Relief, in 3ridgeview, a suburb of Chicagn. A
spokesman for the deparument, Mr. Tony
Fraito, said in Washington. "There was coor-
dinated action to hlock ihe assels, because
this group is suspected of funding terrorist ac-
tivities.” Asked whal lerrorist groups nright

+have received money from Global Relief, Mr.

Frawwo weuld not answer directly, saving:
“This extraordinary action was taken hecause
f1's relevant to the health and safewy of the
American public.” He would not say whether
similar action would be taken against Benevo-
lence [nternational, in Palos 11ills. also outside
Chicago

A lawyer for Global Relief. Mr, Roger 5im-
maons, said that TBI agents and the Treasury
Department had searched the charity’s ofifices
on Friday afternoan, as well as the hame of its
cxecutive director, but that the agents refused
to describe the reasons for the search.

He said freczing the assers would affect

and
5100000 held in Pakistan. Global Relief had
Lotal donations last vear of $3.2 millions.

“We have nothing 1o hide,” Mr. Simmons
said, descrnibing Global Reliel as a “truly he-
manirarian” organisation that has helped save
fives in several Muslim natens, including Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan. He noved that Global
Reliel officials had condemned the September
11 terrorist attacks in public stalements.

"1 can only give theories,” he said. “But it
appeurs that these people are being investi-
galed because they are a) Islamnic, b} Islamic
charitics and ¢) delivering relief in areas where
there are a lot of wouhles going on.” He also
accused  the Government of raiding the
grou's offices and freezing its assets as a fa-
vor to the New York Thines and other large
news organisations that have recently been
sued by Global Reliel for defamation. "It ap-
pears (0 be helping out the New York Times.”
he said.

Mr. T rato of the Treasury Departinent said
the action “had nothing o do with the inde-
pendent work of the American moedia.” —
New York Times
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/ﬁakasks ultras to pipe down..

Lo -
islomubads New York, Dec I A about stopping mitacks on hdian  attack ac rDb-: the Line of Con-
ohtposts.” he tald The New York  rrol, probably on a supply dirnp
AFTER PROMISING rto take Times ‘Allihevtoldusto dowas  or something. That said, there
cerio agoings the Lashkar-e-  move our visible means of oper-  will befremendous counter-pres-
s i India provided evi- ation out of the spotlig

Tayyve i sure from US net o complicate
dence of the outfit’s involveimernt The groups are taking steps o the picture.”
fmone ok on Parliament, Pak. ensure that they have funrds Pakistan's defence spokes

istan todav wanted a role in the  available if Islamabad 1s foreed  man, Maj- Gen Rashid Qineshi,
: tigations. 1o freeze theiy decoants sald: “Pakistan iz ready for a

Pakistan Government al- The latest issue of Jaish-e-  joini impartial inguiry info the 5l
ed militant groups oper-  Mobammad's magaziie ask.ﬂ loy-  watiack on Indian I’dma nent. If GENPERVEZ MUSHARRAF

< to contribure to two indi-  any evidence is found in the

aling feen gty sl 1o Reop o low atis
profile, but did not ask them 1o \m\“u bank accounis. Inquiry about the involvemeht of  surely expect proof and evidence
shut down  thelr  actwities {1hink this Brings the indiam  any individual or group from  of Involvement af any group in
iespite US pressire. Government literally to the  Paxistan's soil, Pakistan willini- Pakistan in the terrorist act. We
Tlie leader of a Pakistan-hased  brink of having to do saome-  tiale action in its light” will take action against anybody
miitant group said the Govern-  thing,” Marshall M Bouton, pres- Bt Fresident Pervez Mushar-  involved in Pakistan in these
mer has asked the outfit to  fdent of the Chicagn Counciion vaf didnotrefer to thedemand in acts, i€ atall proved.”Musharraf
nove it headguarters to PoK. Foreign Relarions said. "By that,  his brief Interview ro the State  said,

a4 retaliatory  elevision vesterday “We would PTI
-

-

“But nothing was mentioned  of course I
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NEW DELHI, DECX Britain today urged Pakisran ro
stop aiding terrorism in India and said militancy
should be stamped qut in every part of the workd be
it in Afghanistan or in Kashmir, Condemaing rhe
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism in ladia, the Brizish
High Commissioner to India. Siv Rob Young, stressed
the need far a diadlogue zetween the iwo countries.
SirYoung said thar Kasherir was a bilateral issue and
if hath parties desired, Britain could facilitate a dia-
iogue.

He mred that alt Kashmin groups would join the
political maiiz-rreant and participate in the coming
Assemibdy efectiorss ", o o and Kashimir, The UL
Security Council's recent reeolation made i1 nanda-
tory for States not to overtly o overty support ter-
rorism and “we woauld see 10 1t that no one goes
against the resolution,” he said.

The international coalition had achicved a major
success agamst miliiancy in Afghanistan and Pakis-
tan had to completely alter (s Afghan policy, he add-
ed. After the completion of the first phase of the war
against lerrorism in Afghanistan. it would be extend-
ed to other parts of the world,

“We cannot discriminate between terragism in dif-
ferent paris of the world. 1t would have 1o be erad-

aldmg terrorlsm
UK. tells Pak.

jcated everywhere,’

he said. Sir Young said the

relations berween [ndia and Britain were stronger |

than ever. The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Biair, would visit India early next vear and discuss
with the Indiain leaders steps 1o increase internasion-

al caoperatin against terrorisny, UN, reforms and

bettrring bliatera] velations,

“Tredi g Hr: ail have been cooperating against
erroTism for Dlaoy years. A joint warking group on
terrorism mE! oeen shis 1aanth to strengthen the re-
fations,” he said.

Sit Voung said O India-sponsored convention
against (errorisao i the U was highly relevant to-
day. There was tremendous scope for enhancing de-
fence cooperation betweer India and Britain. The
defence advisory graup al the twe ceunrries would
meet in February . India.

fe said the deal for advanced jet traipers would be

finalised soon and by 2003 the trainers would be

assembled in India. Both countries were secking ta
cogperale on mnjine-locaring equipment, radar and
10 defence-related !
agreements have been signed between twa coun- |

aviomics. In the fast two vears,

tries,’” e said, -—— UNIE

e

I

—

9

(]

id 'y

v
Mo,
-y



~+Osama voice’ piéked up

WASHINGTON, DEC. 15. U.S. froops hunting accused
terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden have detect-
ed his distinctive voice giving orders via hand-held
radio to his Al-Qaeda fighters in eastern Afghan-
istann, the Washington Times reported today.

Officials told the daily that the voice has heen
positively matched to known recordings of (sama,
providing evidence that he remains somewhere in
the Tora Bora. "“They have picked himm up on very
short-range radio,” a senior official said, adding that
Al-Qaeda men had heen detected responding to
their Icader.

The sources told the Washingrorn Times that the
electronic monitoring is being carrvied out by special
operations treops on the ground, and by spy planes
and satellites as part of an intelligence dragnet to
help U.S. forces kill or capture Osama, /

\)

Many captured 1 -1 1 %%

Several Al-Qaeda fighters were captured or killed
today after they put up a stiff resistance td U.S. and
Afghan forces making the first major advance
against the Al-Qaeda’s last known sronghold in the
Tora Bora caves. A total of 33 bodies were found
while four fighters were captured. At least 50 surren-
dered.

‘The Alliance forces and a small number of elite
American troops advanced about 2 km on the
ground near Tora Bora as hundreds of U.S. bombs
fell on the caves,

on. radio
_ PO s
The 1.5, Defence Sceretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld.
said the alliance forces were doing most of the fight-
ing while the American commandos were engaged
mostly in directing U.S. air strikes to their rargets.
Osama is believed to be among his dichard follow-
ers cornered in the Tora Bora area. The Pentagon
estimated that there were between 300 and 1,000 of
those fighters.”'A very energetic batde is still under
way," Mr. Rumsfeld said amid reports that groups of
Al-Qaeda fighters were reported to be fleeing to-
wards Pakistan. .
Pakistani border guards todav arrested 31 Arab
militants crossing into the Kurram tribal area from
the Tora Bora area. A senior Pakistani official said in
Peshawar that none of them, hailing from Yemen,
was carrying arms and none had been wounded in
@ UL.S. air sirikes, Four other Arah militants were
arrested yesterday when thev crossed into Pakistan
through the Khvber Pass. A French national, Abdur
Rehman, had heen taken to a hospital in Peshawar
for treatment of injuries sustained in 11.8, strikes on
the eastern Khost border area of Afghanistan. A local
journalist who met him yuoted him as saving that 80
to 180 French militants were trapped in Afghanistan.
There was no sign of a promised surrender by 300
Al-Qaeda fighters in the Tora Bora area as they failed
to give themselves up even four hours after the ser
time. A local militia commander, Mr. Mohammad
Palawan, had earlier said that the 300 had promised
to give themselves up. — PTI, AFP, Reuters
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Afroz reveals 3
Kandahar

hijacker links "

Chandan Nandy
New Delhi, December 15

A8 THE Mumbai Police and
intelligence agencies examine
the statements made during
interrogation by Mohammad
Afroz Abdul Razzak, the alleged
Simi activist linked to Osama bin
Laden’s al-Qaida network, a clear
connection appears to be emerg-
ing between him and at least two
of the five hijackers of the IC-814.

Parts of Afraz’s interrogation
report, accessed by Hindustan
Times, say he often used to meet
Shahid Akhtar and Zahoor
Ahmed Mistry at the al-Tagwa
mosque attached to the Werribee
Islamic Centre in Victoria, Aus-
{ralia.

Akhtar and Mistry were
named in the hijacking of the
Indian Airlines flight 1C-814 from
Kathmandu to Kandahar.

Afrog, the 25-vear-old son of a
“poor tailor” from Cheetah
Camp in Mumbai’s Trombay
area, was arrested with his elder
brother Faroog on the night of
QOctober 2.

Afroz disclosed during interro-
gation that he came in contact
with Akhtar and Mistry in 1997
when he first visited Australia.
He knew them as “Sandy’ and
VAL

The three, with 28 other
vouths that the al-Qaida had
picked to undergo pilot training
courses at the Royal Victoria
Aero Club, would often meet at
the al-Tagwa moasgue. They took
orders from Maulana Mansoor
Illyas who ran the Werribee
Islamic Centre. The aviation club
18 located at Victoria's Moorab-
bin airport.

What has made the Mumbai
Police’s Crime Branch and Indi-
an security agencies sit up and
take note of Afroz's claimsisthat
he also underwent commercial
pilet’s training with Akhtar and
Mistry at the Tyler international
Schoo! of Aviation in Texas in

MOHAMMAD AFRGZ

1999. This was in the run up to
the IC-814 hijack on December 24.

In May last year, Afroz and
three others met Maulana Illyas
in Hong Kong where, intelligence
sources say, the plan to attack the
British House of Commons was
“probably’ finalised. But it is
unlikely that Tliyas or other al-
Qaida terrorists revealed details
of impending terrorist atlacks
and targets chosen by Bin Laden.

[t was in July this year that
Afroz was sent for another avia-
tion training rcourse at the
Cabair College of Air Training at
Cranfield airport near Bedford-
shire. This was to be the last
course he had to attend. On Sep-
tember 10, his group (of five) had
valid tickets on the Manchester-
Londen early morning flight
which, according to the al-Qaida
plan, was to hit the British Par-
liament.

Afroz has disclosed that the
conspirators had planned to
form suicide squads of trained
pilots who were divided into four
groups. Each group was assigned
the task of hijacking passenger
airceraft in the US, Britain, Aus-
tralia and India and then ram
them into chosen targets. One of
the four groups, each corprising
five terrorists, was tasked to tar

get the Indian Pariiamen/
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FROM SEBASTTAN ALISON route for central Asia,

Both Rumsfeld and Afghan
commanders sald about 50 al
Qaida fighters had surrendered
in the thrust by Afghan forces
and small numbers of US special
forces, who were now helping to
clear the ground,

Said Mohammad Pahlawan,
4 commander returning from
the front line in the rugged
White Mountains, also told
Reuters 20 al Qaida fighters had
been killed, all Chechens.

“Al those who surrendered
had guns, but the Chechens don't
want to surrender;,” he said.

There were still no clear
signs on the whereabouts of hin
Laden, accused by Washington
of masterminding the Septem-
ber 11 attacks on US cities that
killed nearly 3,300 people.

US officials say they believe
he is still in the Tora Bora area,
but the Pakistan-based Afghan

Tora Bora, Dec. 15 (Relters);
Afghan fighters whittled away at
Osama bin Laden’s remaining
guerrilla forces today, capturing
50 and killing 26, but the Gues-
tion remained whether the
Saudi-born militant was trapped
with his men.

As US warplanes dropped
more bombs on the cave and tun-
nel hideouts of the a! Qaida
guerrillas in eastern
Afghanistan, US defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld said
Afghan and US troops had made
amajor advance against the be-
sieged fighters.

“The forces on the ground
near Tora Bora have advanced
about 2 km (just aver a mile)...in
the last eight hours...a heck of a
lot in that kind of terrain,”
Rumsfeld told reporters hefore a
refueliing stop in Ireland en
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 Attacks on Parli;

he Armenian parliament

was in the thick of an

intense question and an-

swer session on 27 October
1999 when five gunmen blasted
their way inte the parliament
chamber. They fired automatic
weapons to script the first and the
worst episode on a functioning
democracy.

Inside, they shot dead nine
people, including Prime Minister
Vazgen Sarkisian, Speaker Karen
Demirchian, Deputy Speaker Yuri
Bakhshian, Energy Minister Leo-

_nard Petrosian and senior econo-
mic official Mikhail Kotanian.

The terrorist squad led by Nairi
Hupanian killed five other
legislators and this single incident
plunged the fledgling democracy,
since the 1991 Soviet collapse, into
unimaginable political and econo-
fHC Crisis.

On Thursday in New Delhi, it
was the terrorists’ rash driving that
alerted the security staff when the
culprits made their car scrape past
Vice-President Krishan Kant's
convoy vehicle. It was primarily
the alertness of the watch and
ward staff that saved the country.
Had luck been on the terrorists’
side, India would have watched its

own Armenian episode — far worse
in comparison, given their proxi-
mity to the entrance of Parlia-
ment. Parliaments, legislatures
and similar law-making bodies at
the grass-root Jevels have often
been attacked and stormed into
when the government’s policies
drew antagonistic public opinion
thai peaked in volatility.

In a way, this is a part of
democracy where the people feel
that the law-makers are not living
up to their expectations and
therefore reckon that the law-
making body requires their direct
involvement. Take, for instance, an
incident in Switzerland. On the
morning of 26 September, when a
joint session of parliament and
state povernment was in progress,
a man armed with an automatic
rifle walked into the hall and
indiscriminately opened fire.

Fourteen people were Kiiled,
sixteen others, including the head
of Zug's povernment, Hanspeter
User, and seven legislators were
seriously injured. In Yuposlavia,
hundreds of thousands of demon-
strators virtually waded into the
parliament building in Belgrade
last October to protest against
Slobodan Milosevic's continuance
as President,

Fires erupted inside the build-
ing and a bulldozer broke into it,
enabling demonstrators to pour in.
Policemen, unable to control the

ithin the diverse strands of
feminist theorv, the notion

W
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The purpose of storming a Parlic

legislators and ministers is all at
terror in the heart and soul of
These are indications that this
the last of such terrorist efforts.
is that the terrorist works for ¢
and cannot hope for a better o1
he targets a functioning demo
process, he achieves anothe:
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situation, joined the protesters,
according to an AP report of 3
October 2000. The incident was
unprecedented in scale and inten-
sity in the country’s 55 vears of
Communist history.

The purpose of storming
parliament to kill members, senior
Cabinet ministers and constitn-
tional heads is ali about striking
terror in the heart and soul of a
country, On 11 September, the
fourth plane that crashed without
targetl, after passengers took on
the hijackers, was intended to hit
Capitol Hill or the White House.

In 1987, a grenade attack on Sri
Lanka’s parliament opened the
world’s eyes to the simmering
ethnic problem there, In August,
Ajitha Kumara lobbed a grenade
into the parliament complex
killing two people, including a
fegislator. The incident was a
precursor to a chain reaction of
encounters between the Sri
Lankan government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

In May last year, a huge LTTE
suicide squad attempted 1o
ambush parliamentarians and
ministers emerging from the
House. This came a day after the
government and the main Oppo-
sition party successfully concluded
their first round of talks for a
political solution to the ethnic
conflict. Sri Lanka has lost key
leaders to suicide attacks apart
from Rajiv Gandhi, A bigger
disaster was averted when a
civilian stumbled upon the LTTE
squad’s plans, failing which many
Sri Lankan politicians would have
been killed. -

Fiji was a land of just 840,000
people that held world attention
and concern for two months, last
year. On 19 May, George Speight
and seven others in an unimagi-
nable attack stormed the Fiji
parliament in Suva and took 40
people hostage, including the then
Prime Minister Mahendra Chow-
dhary and key Cabinet ministers.

Speight let off some Cabinet
ministers after extracting an
assurance from them that they
would resign in protest against the

minority, ethnic Indian
domination but held the rest at
gunpoint for 56 days.

On the samc day, half-way
across the world, the Paraguay
parliament suffered a crisis but
this event was overshadowed by
the audacious manner in which
elected representatives were held
hostage inside the Fiji House.
Three army regiments revoited to
stage a coup against President
Luis Gonzalez Macchi. Rebel
tanks entered the capital, Asun-
cion, and fired at random on
Congress buildings causing exten-
sive damage. Mr Macchi pressed

Mo
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Cloclwise from bottom teft: Smake beliowing from the upper storeys of the White

parhiament and Vice-Prestdent
Rutskot were arrested. Well-
equipped snipers to  protect
parfiament kept shooting hours
after that, injuring several civilians
on Moscow's streets.

During the evening and night of
4-3 October, special army and
police divisions were hunting for
snipers in  downtown Moscow.
Official reports placed the toll at
146 with roughly 1,000 injured.
Newspapers later reported that
the government in 1994 spent
more than $300 million to restore
the parliament building, ruch
more than it spent on fundamental
academic research and
development programmes in the
COUEY.

Back home, there were two
attacks on legislatures in less than
10 weeks - the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly in Srinagar on
t October and the Indian
Patliament on 13 December,
These are indications that this may
nat be the last of such terrogist
ciforts.

The premise is that the terrorist
works for an audience and cannot
hope for a better audience thun
when he targets the very heart of a
nation’s  democracy. In  the
process, he achieves another high
~ by making the nation feel
vuinerable.

1

House in Moscow in 1893. This was the first deliberate aftack on Parliament as
part of a domestic power struggle between pofiticians.

Security personnel guarding the bady of the suicide-bomber who blew himself up  more titme, and it worked.”
inside-the Pariamant complex in New Delti on Thursday.

Civifians and paramiiitary personnel kied in a blast after a militant drove his car

to the Assembly building in Srinagat in October.
George Speight and his men who stormed Fiji's pariament in Suva and took 40
peopte hostage, including the Prime Minister, in May last year. — AP/PT

. around the parliament buiiding;

. same of them were injured or

4 Killed by casual bullets,” a repont
4 said.

Al 5 pm. spectal troops entered

ii the White House: leaders of

it

Nairi Hunanin, Armenta’s first
post-Communist journalist, said
he wanied to force “the angi-
national government” to resign at
gunpoint.

Those 13

responsible  for

2 E%)

]

December will certainly speak a
similar language with Kashmir at
the centre of that jargon. Having
fortuitously and fortunately es-
caped Armenia’s fate, the adviser
1o former President Levon Ter-
Petrossian, Gerard Libaridian’s
presentation at Harvard Univer-
sity on that attack’s possible
impact on Armenia begs attention.

“A crazed attack by a lone
gunman is one thing: but an attack
by five gunmen, who were calm
and methodicat in the execution of
their operation, seemed to hint a1
a Jarger conspiracy. They held the
Deputies hostage overnight, and
seemed to be waiting for some
action outside the parliament
building.

“Was their assault the first part
of a coup attempt, whose second
stage failed to materialise? How
did the punmen so easily enter the
partiament building,” he asked.

Though Thursday's attack was

not a coup, every word he asked

then is pertinent to our event, This
is especially so after Home
Minister LK Advani said terrorists
were planaing to attack Parlia-
ment.

He bad also identified one of
the “pilots”, Mohammed Afroz,
arrested in Mumbai recently, who
received  flight training  in
Melbourne four years ago.

The winter session of the
Parliament in New Delhi was
supposed 10 discuss the Prevention
of Terrorism Owdinance, a law
intended to carb terrorism,
Veteran journalist and Rajya
Sabha MP Kuldip Nayar who was
in Parliament during the attack,
wrote in a column: “One member

i asked me if T still had reservations

aver Pota. 1 kept quiet. I thought
he should have known that the
incident had taken place despite
Poto, which was by now mere than
a month old.”

The other irony is that the
attack came after the Opposition
siepped up their protests in
Parltament over coffins being
bought at higher prices for our
martyrs killed in  Kargil by
Pakistan-backed insurgents.

At Hayvard, Mr Libaridian said:
“There has not been a retreat
from democracy in Armenia. The
constitution has been tested one

India being a larger, older and
more vibrant democracy can easily
afford 10 echo this point Gl &
reaches cliché level.

But before that, India has o
most  certainly answer in its
context  the questions Mr
Liburidian raised at Harvard.

{The author is The Statesman's
Hyderabad-based Special Repre-
sentative, j




\ Parliame

By Our Special Correspondent\

NEW DELHI, DEC. 14, While con-
demning Thursday's terrorist at-
tack on the Parliament House,
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajyu
Sabha today resolved to fight ter-
rorismm and protect the sovereignoy
and integrity of the country at all
COSI5,

Both the Houses adopted a reso-
lution condemning the “cult of vi-
otence and hatred promoted by
senseless elements having no faith
in democratic institutions.”

Describing the attack as one on
the “very freedom of the country”,
the Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr. G.M.C,
Balayogi, said the entire nation
had stood as une against such at-
tacks in the past and this time too,

The Speaker paid tributes to the
six security personnel who laid
down their lives while thwarting
the attempt of the terrotists 1o en-
ter the Parliament House, "'In their
death the valiant security persen-

t

Fhave ser the nighest standards
1 seificss courage and bravery.
ur hearts reach out to the fam-
iNes of these mariyrs in this hour of
their supreme personal loss.”

As the country's top political
teadership, including the Prime
Minister, Mr, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the Home Minister, Mr, L. K. Ad-
vani, and the Leader of Opposi-
tion, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, and other
members sat in a sombre meod,
amid the thumping of desks the
Speaker lauded tie uct of the per-

sonnel of the Delhi Police, CRPF,
TTBP and the Parliament Watch
and Ward Sccurity of foiling the at-
ternpt of the terrorists Lo enter the
building.

In the Rajva Sabha, the Chair-
man, Mr. Krishan Kant, said the at-
tack had shocked not only the
entire nation but alsn the con-
science of the freedom loving hu-
mankind ali over the world. “No
words are strong enough to con-
demn this heinous act”, he said.

Praising the watch and ward

ntresolves to fight terrorism

staff, he said that though unarmed
they showed great presence of
mind. At least 30 persons, includ-
ing some security personnel, were
injured and some of them are in a
critical condition,

“Dur sympathies go to the vic-
tims of the attack and their be-
reaved families, Qur security
personnel and Watch and Ward
staff deserve praise for their alert-
ness and devotion to their daty”, a
resolution moved by him said.

.
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 14. The Vajpayee Government
loday came under marked pressure from with-

By Harish Khare

. in its own political backvard as well as the

security agencies to respond effectively to the
terrorists’ failed attemnpt at Parliament House,
even as the responsibility for Thursday’s at-
lack was being pinned on the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba.

The official nervousness and political tense-
ness, so visible on Thursday, ebbed conspic-
uously today. There was an all- round feeling
of sclf-assurance that the terrorists’ game was
not allowed to succeed.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behuzi Vaj-
payee, visited the CRPF camp within the Par-
liament House complex to  thank the
paramilitary personnel for their bravery. And
the Home Minister, Mr, LK. Advand, attended
the funeral of the Delhi police personnel ki]led
in the gunbattle. The President, Mr. KL
ravanan, cancelled his ‘Iftar’ as a mark of re-
spect to the security personnel who died in the
attack.

The two Houses of Parliament met for a
short while to send out a message that indian
democracy would not be cowed down by ter-

=

t!‘

Govt. under pressure to ‘act”

rorists. Army units were being sent back to
their barracks and parliamentary partisaniship
slowly re-appeared.

For the record, the ruling BIP let it be known
thit a number of its MPs had met the Prime
Minister this morning and demanded effective
action. As the party spokesman, Mr. Vijay Ku-
mar Malhotra, put it, the BJP MPs told Mr.
Vajpayee: “We should take a decision as early
as possible on a pro-active policy against ter-
rorists. There is also need for hot pursuit of
terrorists and destroving terrorist training
camps in Pakistan- occupied Kashmir”

However, the BIP took care to cite this view
as only that of a few MPs. The party's view
would probably be articulated when the BJP
parliamentary party meets on Tuesday. The
mood amoeng the party MPs, nonctheless, is
that it was about time the Vajpayee Govern-
mient matched its actions with its thetoric.

This was also the burden of a statement
from the RS5. Mr. Madan Das, RSS 'sah sara-
rvawah . used the Union Cabinet's phraseol-
ugy vesterday to call upon “the Govermment
te resort to most stringent measures to crush
terrorsin. While doiug so, we earnestly hope
that the Government would take all necessary
actions w go te the reots of the menace, where

o T

Ladis

15

’f o

they are and whoever the\ are,’

Se unrelenting was the mood for revenge
that even an otherwise circumspect Mr. Jas-
want Singh, Minister for External Affairs,
found himself constrained to observe: “These
are extraordinary days and because these are
extraordinary days, the respunse has to be ex-
traordinary.”

Apart from the pressure to “act”, the deci-
sion- making system has come under palpable
expectation [rom the security agencies that
the political leadership would come up with
an effective response. According to a very se-
nior hands-on security official, the attack was
“the most sericus affront” to the nation and
that "our response had to be different”. How-
ever, rhere seems to considerable disagree-
ment over what could be identifiable and
achievable operational objectives for such
“action'.

Among security officials there seems to be
no doubr whatsoever that the attack was car-
ricd out by the Lashkar-e-Taiba and that this
violent adventure had 15! fingerprints all over.
Mr. Advani also allowed himself to say that
there wauld be some “action’” against PoK-
based terrorist groups.
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Times News Network. {1\~

WASHINGTON: TS and
- Western officials, policy makers,
and analysts are finally beginning
to recognise and understand
India’s lonely battle against terror-
ism following Thursday's atlack on
the seat of Indian democracy.

i They are also acknowledging the
’ connections betwecen Afghanistan
and Pakistan-based cxtronmmsts
operating in the West and in India,
and the parallels between the
strikes in the US. and in India.

In a distinct change, partly as a
result of the close timing of the
attacks i the ULS. and in India,
there is now recognition that the
| events of Seprember 11 and

December 13 come {rom the same
terrorist swamp with the same
murderous  intent  to disTupt
civilised political process. Analysts
are also pointing to similarities in
the modus operandi In incidents
like the hijacking of the Indian
Ailrlines plane to Kandahar and
the ULS. multiple hijackings.

Such understanding was absent
during past incidents, most notably
in refation to the first World Trade
Center attack in February 1993
and the serial blasts in Bombay in
March 1993, both aimed at disrupt-
ing the financial nerve centre of
the two countries. U.S. officials
never connected the 1two (nor did
. they with the hijackings), although

there were striking paraliels in the

modus operandi.
! US lawmakers have been

among the first to sec significance
of the attack on the Indian parlia-
ment. Recalling that one of the
hijacked September 11 planes may
have been intended to hit Capitol
"Hill, seat of the US. legislature,

Congressman Tom Lantos said,

“The attack against India, as with
! the attacks agamst the US were

By Chidanand Rajghap& \

Ot aimed at bringing down build-
ings (they were} cowardly
attempts by criminal terrorist
orgamsations to attack free and
democratic societies, to intimidate
their people and their govern-
ment.”

“India has waged a long and
often-lonely battle against terror-
ism. Today, I want to assure the
people and government of India
that you are not alone,” Mr Lantos
told the LS. Congress on Thursday.

Similar expressions of sympathy
and support e
came from
the adminis-
tration,
including an
unprece-
dented offer
by President
George§
Bush in a
phene call to
Prime
Minister
Atal Behari
Vajpayec of |
.S, law- :
enforcement services 1o investi-
gatc the terrorist attack,

Separately, Secretary of State
Colin Powell also called external
aftairs minister faswant Singh to
offer condolences and express
“our detcrmination to cooperate
with India in its fight against ter-
rorism,” stale department officials
said. Although officials and law-
makers refrained frem naming
Pakistan, some of them have
begun to acknowledge in private
that Islamabad’s policies are the
source of much of India’s terror-
ism problem.

The state department, which has
for long treated Pakistan with kid
gloves, 1ssued a strong condemna-
tion of the attack on Parliament,
describing it as *'a brutal assauit on

the heart of Indian democracy’
tantamount 1o “an attack on all
democracies.”

“While we do not vet have infor-
mation on the identity of the
attackers, it is an aftempt to under-
mine the efforts of those seeking
regional peace and stability.”
spokesman Richard Boucher said
in a statement. Those responsible
for the attack should be identified
and quickly brought to justice, he
added. The administration also
muted its call for restraint that
accompa-
nied the
October 1
attacks  on
the Srinagar
legislature.
Following
that 1acident,
New Dclhi
al had assured

d Washington
i that it would
s h o w
réstraint  in
striking  at
terrorist
camps in  Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, but also made clear that
such a promise would be reconsid-
cred in the event of another attack.
Indian officials said the U.S. admin-
istration had not conveyed any
such message this time, and follow-
ing an investigation inte the origin
of the attack, New Dethi would
choose to fight its own battle.

However, some analysts sugpest-
ed that India needed to do some
more homework te inform
Washington of its compulsions,
“There 15 a critical need to bring
into the U.S. policy discourse
India’s experience with terrorism.
Pakistan’s tack of effective control
over terrorists also needs to be
conveyed,” Dr Anupam
Srivastava, executive director of

U.S. acknowledges terror threa to India

1e nd1a Initiative at the

Tniversity of Georgia, said.

But the western media already
appears to be cottoning on to the
theme. The New York Times
reported  that despite  Gen.
Musharraf’s quick condemnation
of the incident, there were “ques-
tions about whether the Pakistani
leader was in full control of parts of
his own military establishment that
may be supporting the militants.”

Although no group took respon-
sibility, and Indian government
officials refused to speculate pub-
licly on who might have done i,
“suspicion fell on Al Qaida, the
terrorist  network headed by
Osama bin Laden, and Islamic mil-
itant groups based in Pakistan,”
the paper said.

Britain's Guardian was more
forthright. Tt is the Pakistan con-
nection that inflames Indian
nationalists. They believe fervent-
ly—and indeed correctly—that
[slamabad or its army has system-
atically fuelled the flames in
Kashmir. Now they have the
precedent of the West’s so- called
war on terror to stoke their indig-
nation,” it said in an cditorial.

1}.5.-based Kashmiri nationalists
were veltement in their condemna-
tion and call for action. “Pakistan
continues to be an immediate and
permanent threat to democracy
and secularism in South Asia, and
through its more than 700,000
rrained jehadis, a long-term threat
to the entire world,” the Kashmiri
News Network said in a statemenlt.

Urging the Indian government to
follow the examples of the 1S, and
Israel, the Network said “any
restraint now will confirm to
Pakistan that India's secular
democracy is too fragile to defeat
refigious terrorism, and will result

in more December ?ﬂ'ﬁ

September 115",
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 13. — India’s
worst fear since 11 September has

come true — terrorists have struck |

the heart of the world’s largest
democracy.

Five terrorists attacked Parlia-
ment House around 11.40 a.m. to-
day. Twelve people, including the

ultras, have been killed in the §

ensuing encounter with security
forces that lasted about 30 min-
utes. One of the ultras was heard
shouting “Pakistan zindabad” be-
fore he was shot. '

Sources said the ultras had
probably planned to take some
MPs hostage. Besides explosives,
securitymen found some food,
ropes and sim cards for mobile
phones in the ultras’ car.

The official response seems to

be tough talking but stopping #

short of a specific declaration of
intent. Sources in home, defence
and foreign ministries said fixing
responsibility and gauging US
reactions to India’s strong res-
ponse will be among the factors
the government will consider.

The Prime Minister in a brief
address on DD said the battte ag-
ainst terrorism had entered the
last phase and would be fought
decisively.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security adopted a resolution,
vowing to defeat terrorism. “We'll
liquidate the terrorists and their
sponsors wherever they are,... the
first requisite of the batitle is that
each of us be vigilant.”

Army has been been deployed
at the Prime Minister’s house and
some other buildings in New

_Delhi. An alert has been sounded
along the LoC and International
Border.

At least 30 people, including
some securitymen, were injured in
the shoot-out, Some of them are
in a critical condition,

On 18 September, a week after
the terror attacks on the USA,
Intelligence agencies here recei-
ved a message that Parliament
House could be targeted.

The crudely-worded message
read: “The world has seen what
we're capable of.” According to an
official, the message said the next
strikes would be in Britain, India
and Isracl. In the Iist of more than
40 buitdings, on the top were Par-
liament House, Rashtrapati Bha-
van, and North and South Blocks.

The government had also learnt
from Afroz Razak, who'd been in
touch with Al-Qaida operatives in

A militant with an AK-4 during the aﬂa. TV image

-.-; —weness Standard)

Australia, that Parliament House
was high on the list of the targets,
The terrorists entered Parlia-
ment House through Gate No. 12
from the Vijay Chowk-end in a
white Ambassador (which was
later seized). It had a Parliament
parking label and a home ministry
sticker. The ultras were dressed in
Army and Black Cat commando
fatigues and were armed with AK-
47 rifles. At least two had explo-
sives strapped to their bodies.

(Securitymen and staff of the
Bomb Disposal Squad were work-
ing till late at night to remove or
defuse the explosives, PTT adds.)

Witnesses said the Ambassador
was just behind a VIP cavalcade
and had no difficulty in getting
through the entrance. Within min-
utes, the terrorists came out and
started firing in an attempt 1o
enter through the inner Gate No
11 that is reserved for the Vice-
President and the Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman.

While one terrorist blew himself
up at the main gale, another was
killed at the gatc near the Prime
Minister’s office. The rest were
gunned down near Gate No 8.

Earlier in the day, Mr Pramod
Mabhajan, had indicated to a TV
channel that six ultras may have

from Aaj Ki Baat

Y

been invoived in the attack. But
the final body count was five.

After today’s attack, old talks on
striking terrorist camps across the
border are resurfacing. Mr LK
Advani didn't directly refer to this,
but when asked whether India
would be on hot pursuit of terror
camps, he said: “The Cabinet
resolution is very clear.”

India didn’t strike targets across
the LoC even during the Kargit
conflict. Officials said a hot pur-
suit would invite Pakistani retalia-
tion which could lead to another
war. There is a hope that Was-
hington will pressure Islamabad to
reduce infiltration. The USA had
said it would go after other
terrorist groups once the Afghan
operations were over. But there’s
no guarantee that the USA will
actively pursue such a policy.

Mr George W Bush and Mr
Vladimir Putin called the Prime
Minister tonight and condemned
the attack.

Kashmiri ultras have denied
invoi-acnt, adds AFP from
Muzaffarabad. “Kashmiris have no
connection with this,” said the 18-
group Muttahida Jihad Council,

World leaders condemn attack,
page 3
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A Deihi Police officer looks for militants inside the Parliament House comple

® 1130 am. — A white Ambassador

{DL 3CJ 1527} enters gate rumbar

12.. The car has a red heacan, 2

Union ministry of heme affairs and

an Indizn Habitat Centre sticker,

A security geard near gate numher
11 {this pate is always closed) triss
to stop the car, five accupants stagt
fiting indiscriminately .
from their AK-47 assault riffes.
11.40 a.m. — The militants weering
biug coloured unifarm tries to

move towards gate number 12,0
being ehallanged, they fire at -~
the security guards. The -
militants were by now
ambushed by the secerify
personnal. :
11.60 a.m. — Two miliants
TUR towards gate number
nine. They are shot dead-by
the secarity personnel. One of the
militants wha is & haman
bomb, tries ta move
towards the gallery HeR i
challenged ard shot, The hemb
explodes as soon as ha is shat, Two
militants run tewarde gate number **
five where they are shot dead.
12.06 p.m. — The police cordon off
the araa and roads leading to
Parliament are blocked.
12.20-12.30 p.m. ~ NSG and CRPF
commandos and ambulances and
Bomh Disposal Squad entar through
gate number ong.

Intelligence po

Dec. 13. — Whodunit? Most
probably the Lashkar-e-Tajyaba,
with Hizbul Mujahideen a second
favourite, suspect intelligence
agencies probing today’s attack.
Ministers would only say that
the dead terrorists have a “very
fair” complexion and “looked
Kashmiri or Central Asian”, Pra-
mod Mahajan said it was difficult
to determine the nationality of the
terrorists: “They were very fair,

facial cut could be anything from
Kashmir to  Central  As-
ia/Afghanistan,” “They did not
seem to be Indian.”

Intelligence agencies here are
not ready to buy the argument that
the attackers were from the Al-
Qaida, despite many theories,
Intelligence sources said that
according to their assessment of -
the Osama bin Laden group, their
field of operation will not extend
to Delhi,

The reason for zercing in on
LeT and Hizbul is that first, these

An adjournment that saved the

Who was where at 11.40 a.m.

B Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mrs Sonia Gandhi at their resi-

Dec. 13. — For once, a quick par-
liamentary adjournment didn’t
just mean waste of time and mon-
ey, It saved lives — lives of the
country’s most important politi-
cians.

Sources in security agencies and
the government said the terrorist
attack on Parliament House today
was aimed at killing VIPs, not
causing any destruction, Had Par-
liament not been adjourned —
over the Kargil purchase contro-
versy — within two minutes of as-
sembling, lives of some VIPs
would have been at risk.

Because of the early adjourn-

. ment, the Prime Minister cancel-
led his visit to Parliament. Some
MPs had already left. Ministers
and senior MPs were in their
chambers. About 300 legislators

were in the Central Hall,

Had Parliament been adjourned
L5 minutes later, many MPs would
have been outside Parliament’s in-
ner premises and at risk of being
caught in the cross-fire.

Securitymen prevented a major
tragedy by preventing the five
armed terrorists from going inside.
Since they were carrying explo-
sives and were on a suicide mis-
sion, they could have caused a hav-
oc, killing several MPs and minis-
ters.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Mrs Sonia Gandhi were ntot in Par-
liament when the incident took
place. But Mr LK Advani, Mr
George Fernandes and Vice-Presi-
dent Krishan Kant were there.

“Saving life was more important
than anything else,” said an MP
Mr MAK Swain, who took cover
behind a pillar near the Gate No 1
when the shoot-out began, “After

dences

B Mr LK Advani and Mr George Fernandes in their Parliament
House offices (they were not in the Lok Sabha when it met at 11 a.m.
and adjourned three minutes later)

B The Speaker, Mr GMC Balayogi, in his Pariament House office
discussing with Mr Shivraj Patil, Mr PR Das Munshi, Mr Somnath
Chatterjee, Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav and Mr Pramod Mahajan the
stand-off over Mr George Fernandes (Mr Balayogi was in the chair

when the House met at 11 a.m.)

B The railway minister, Mr Nitish Kumar, in his Parliament House

office

B The Rajya Sabha chairman, Mr Krishan Kant, and the Deputy

Chairman, Mrs Najma Heptullah,

in their Parliament House office

(the House was adjourned a litfle eartier)

the Lok Sabha was adjourned, I
was coming out and walking to-
wards Rail Bhavan. I heard some
sounds, [ thought it must be crack-
ers going off. But soon 1 realised it

was a shoot-out, [ ran for my life.”

Another MP, Mr Jitendra Red-
dy, ran for his life when he saw
some people rushing towards the
main entrance. “I was soon rushed
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x after Thursday's shoatout, — AP/PTI {Mere photegraphs on page 8)

TIMELINE

wo groups have long been known
o have “fanatic” suicide bombers
n their ranks, who have operated
on Indian soil before.

Second, today’s attack has many
similarities with that on the J&K
Assembly. Third, LeT has many
members in Baramulla, Kashmit.
The address given by the person
who bought the white Ambassador
was Baramulla.

Intelligence officials, however,
dop’t expect the militant cutlit
behind the attack to claim respon-
sibility in view of the ban and

ATTAC
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@ 1238 pm. - Aleud blast is heard.
Mozt peaple, including security
officers, ar¢ caught unawares, For 2
few seconds there is chans and
nobody knows what has happaned.
Every one ducks behind cars. Five
NSG commendos rush inside
Parliament.

Police instal jammers; all mobila

: phones stop working.

@& 100-145p.m. — Army parsonnel,
mere NSG commantos entsr

T Parfiament.

Graphic: KUNAL BHOWMIK

ints to Lashkar, Hizbul

identity,” the police officer said.

subsequent crackdown likely to
follow — thanks to the “global war
against terrorism,” triggered by 11
September attack in the USA.
Sources said the man who
purchased the white Ambassador
car used in today’s incident gave a
Baramulla address to the Karol
Bagh-based car dealer.
“The car was sold for about Rs 1
lakh on 11 December at around 5
.m. at the car dealer’s office in
Joshi Road in Karol Bagh. We are
questioning the car dealer in a bid
to ascertain  the purchaser’s

lives of many

w the Central Hall where other
MPs and some ministers, including
Mr Fernandes, Mr Advani and
Mr Mahajan, were taken for
safety,”

The railway minister, Mr Nitish
Kumar, was too scared 1o come
out and tried to verifv from his
staft what was going on. Mr Ra-
pghuvans Prasad Singh was in his
3rd-floor office when he heard the
gunfire, “When 1 peeped ous, 1
saw securitymen exchanging fire. [
went to the roof, but a securityman
pushed me down and asked me
not to move out of my room.” he
said.

Suresh, driver of an MP (Mr
Balram Singh Yadav) dropped his
boss at Gate No 1 and left to fill
petrol in the car. When he re-
tutned to park the vehicle, he
heard gunshots and saw twa terro-
tists spraying bullets all around.

One of the terrorists, Suresh

said, had some problems with se-
curitymen at the gate, after which
he pressed something on his knee
and blew himself up.

Suresh hid under the car and
saw many bodies falling on the
ground, He also heard about 10
explosions. Some drivers jumped
the walls of Parliament when they
learnt about the attack, a security
officer of an MP said.

The Speaker, Mr GMC Balayo-
gi, was holding a meeting with
some Congress and Samajwadi
Party leaders and Mr Pramod Ma-
hajan in his office. On hearing the
shots, Mr Mahajan asked the
watch and ward staff what was go-
ing on. All hell had broken loose,
he was told. They remained in the
room till they were evacuated
from Parliament House.

Advani takes charge,
page2

® 1,50 pn. — Four fira engines enter
through gate numbsr ong.
5o @ 200 pam. — Twe Ay tricks
: carrying more than 50 soldisrs
stop tear Jete numher one,
Soldiars, aquipped with rachet
and grenade Inunchers, enter
Parliament.

2.30 p.m. — Home sacretary laeves
Parltamant sscaried by Army
persounsl carrying & rockst

favnchar.
3.00 p.m. — Cars and vans carrying
MP teave Parliament.

4.02 p.m. ~ Another foud explosion,
police say they have ditfused a
bomb.

The police are trying to
ascertain whether the suspect who
purchased the Ambassador car
and the one who drove it into the
Parliament today — and managed
to sneak away soon after from the
spot — are the same person.

Intelligence officials said that
while the sheot-out in Red Fort
was primarily “symbolic”, today’s
militant strike on Parliament is
being interpreted by intelligence
agencics as an attempt at scoring
on both these fronts.

KE

Did the
security
click or
was it luck?

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 13. -~ Was tha
security system foal-proof or did i
fail?

Ministers claimed that the se-
curity system had stood up to the
test. However, indications are that
chance and luck saved the Indian
state and its politicians.

Home minister Mr LK Advani
said: “The terrorists’ objective was
to somehow get inside Parliament
House, armed with AK-47s and
grenades, when all members of
the government, leaders and
members of the Opposition and
people’s representatives  were
there.”

“For us it is a matter of graiifi-
cation that our security men man-
aged to prevent the terrorisis
from entering the premises and
liquidate them within 30 minutes.
The bravery of our security per-
sonnel saved all those on whom
the political process rests. Sceuri-
ty was not compromised, In fact. it
was a remarkable case of suceess.
he said”

In plain fact, the terrorists had
breachad the first cordon of Par-
liament House security but could
not get past the second and third.
That a car with fake stickers carrv-
ing five armed men could actually
get into Parliament’s outer prem-
ises is failure enough, former se-
curity and intelligence officers
said. Plus, it could bave been
much worse.

Eyewitnesses said a chance de-
lay in the departure of Vice-Presi-
dent Mr Krishan Kant from Par-
liament House at around 1140
a.m. limited the extent of damage.

Dressed in commando uniform,
the terrorists had succeeded in
dodging security personnel de-
ploved at the main gate. As the
terrorists drove past gatc No.ll
they found an iron grill blocking
further access. The car made a U
turn but found the Viee-Presiden-
t's car and thar of his security per-
sonnel in front of it. The Vice-
President’s security gnards asked
for their identification. The terro-
rists opened fire and the security
personnel retaliated.

There was also the fortuitous
adjournment of Parliament only
two miinutes after sitting. A break
later would have made many
more MPs and some minpisters
vulnerable to cross fire.

The terrorists probably did not
have the exact estimate of armed
commandos inside the premises.

On 10 October a meeting was
held. Top officials of the home
ministry, Intelligence agencies
and the Lok Sabha Speaker were
present. The agenda was securily.
A teport was given 1o the Speaker
on 3 November,

The CCS today decided to re-
view Parliament’s security. The
Lok Sabha Speaker and the Rajya
Sabha Chairman would take a fi-
nal decision.

Two Black Cat commandos ask Delni Palice officers to prove their
ideniity after the aftack, - PTH
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‘20th hijacker’ faces

LONDON, DEC. 12. The se-called
“20th hijacker” was accused on
Tuesday of plotting the Sept. 11
suicide attacks on New York and
Washington. If convicted, he will
face the death penalty. Zacarias
Moussaoui, a French citizen of
Morocean descent, is the first per-
son 1o be charged with planning
the attacks.

A grand jury in Virginia return-
ed a 30-page indictiment against
Moussaoui. All 19 hijackers who
died were named as co- conspii-
ators.

He was accused of coaspiring
with Osama bin Laden and Al-
Qaeda “to murder thousands of
innocent people in New York, Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania on Sept.
11",

Moussaoui was arrested in
Minnesota a month before almosrt
4,000 people died in the attacks.
He lived in Lonidon for most of the
eight years before 1999 and took a
masters degree in business at
London’s Scuth Bank University.
Mr. John Ashcroft, the 15, Attor-
ney General, promised: “Al-CGae-
da will now meet the justice it
abhors and the judgment it
fears.” The decision to seek the
death penalty, which was made

by the U.S. President, Mr. George
W. Bush, could prompt some Eu-
ropean countries to resist extrad-
iting other suspects to America.

Moussacui, who has remained
sitent in custody, faces six charg-
es, four of which carry the death
penalty, and is almaost certain to
be executed if convicted.

Investigators believe Mous-
saoui may have been the fifth
mernber of the team that took
over Flight 93, which crashed in
Pennsylvania after passengers
tried to overcome them. The oth-
er three planes each had five hi-
jackers whereas Flight 93 had only
four.

Mr. Ashcroft added: 'Today,
7,000 miles from the field of battle
in Afghanistan, another victory is
taking shape in the war on terror-
ism."— &Telegraph Group Limit-
ed, London, 2001

AP reports:

The French Justice Minister,
Ms, Marvlise Lebranchu, said on
Wednesday that France would
provide consular protection for
Moussaoui, and that no French
citizen could face the death pen-
alty. “There has to be a discussion
with the United States,” Ms. Le-
branchu said. “We completely re-

\V

Zacarias Moussao

spect the investigation,” Mes,
Lebranchu said, adding that sub-
stantial evidence supported the
indictment against Moussaoui.
“This person will, nonetheless,
receive French consular protec-
tion, in particular for the right to
defence, since ... We do not ac-
cepi the death penalty. Obviously,
no person receiving French con-
sular protection can be execut-
ed,” she added.

However, Moussaoui has re-
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jected the offer of French consu-
lar help, the French Foreign
Ministry said loday.

“To our knowledge, Mr Mous-
saoui, informed at the time of his
arrest by the U.S. authorities of
his right to normal consufar pro-
tection, does not wish o take
benefit,” the French Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Mr. Francois Ri-
vasseau, said.

Australian held

An Australian man who trained
with Al- Qaeda fighters in Afghan-

tstan has been captured by the .
Northern Alliance, the Australian

Attorney General, Mr. Daryl Wil-
liarns, said today.

Mr. Willlams refused to give °
any details of the Australian’s |

capture, his personal details or
current whereabouts for security
reasons and to avoid unnecessary

pressure an his Australian family, |

saying only that the man was in

good health.

The 26-year-old Caucasian,
who has also trained with Islamic
militants in Kosovo and Pakistan,

was caught on or around Dec. 9 as -

Afghan fighters cornered Osama’s

troops. He was the second West-

erner captured in Afghanistan
this month, -



Pak scientists admi
N-talks with Os

LT
8 Rajagopalan \ LW
Washington, Decemmber 12

IN A complete turnabont, two
Pakistani nuclear scientists have
reportedly admitted to “briefing”
Osama bin Laden on nuclear,
chemical and biological wea-
pons.

But they insist the discussions
were “academic” and no materi-
al or plans were presented to the
al-Qaida chief.

Citing Pakistani Intelligence
officials, The Washington Post
has reported that two retired sci-
entists, Sultan Bashiruddin Mah-
mud and Abdul Majid, came up
with the admission when con-
fronted with “compelling evi-
dence” on their meetings with
QOsama in Kabul in August.

The duo was subjected to
renewed interrogation under US
pressure. The issue figured
prominently during ClA director
Gecrge Tenet's recent visit te
Islamabad amid growing con-
cern that Qsama’s forces may
be close to assembling a
“dirty bomb" from radicactive
material.

The reported confession coin-
cides with the chilling disclosure
hy ‘American Taliban® John
Walker Lind that al-Qaida is
planning a bio-terror attack on
the US. It could come soon after
Ramzan, which cencludgs on
Sunday. The ClA has refused to
comment on the subject.

(Osama, it has been revealed,
held meetings with the Pakistani

}\ v LU
scientists and sought informa-
tion on patting radioactive mate-
rial for weapons use, He report-
edly indicated that he had
ohtained, or had access 1o, some
material of the tvpe.

The scientists reportedly told
the al-Qaida chief that it would
nat be passible to manufacture a
weapon with the material that he
might have,

“They spoke extensively (with
{sama) about weapons of mass
destruction,” a Pakistani official
said. He described the scientists
as “very motivated” and
“extremist” in their ideas.

But “they were discussing
things that did not materialise,
but fall under the breaking
secrets act”, the official said.

Dring their interrogation,
the scientists maintained that
their discussien was strictly
“academic™ in nature.

In the earlier rounds of ques-
tioning, the two scientists had
insisted that they had met
Osama purely to discuss their
“charitable  activities” in
Afghanistan. An organisation
founded by them, they said, was
engaged in relief and recon-
struction activity

Pakistani Intelligence officials
told the paper they believe that
the two retired nuclear scien-
tists, who have been under
questioning for more than
two months, used the relief
arganisation partially as a cover-
up to conduct secret talks with
(Osama.

L

ama

‘\Io riminal proceedings have
been instituted so far against the
two men, being held at an undis-
closed location.

But, according to The Post, the
Pakistani Goevernment is consid-
ering charging them with viola-
tion of the National Official
Secrets Act, a crime that carries
a seven-year jail term.

In addition to Mahmud and
Majid, the CIA has asked the
Pakistani authorities io probe
four more scientists for their
suspected links with Osama and
the al-Qaida.

The list includes Suleiman
Asad and Muhammad All
Mukhtar. who have ostensibly
been sent off by the Pakistani
Government to Myanmar

Pakistan has detained or ques-
tioned, at the CIA’s instance,
seven associates, including gen-
erals, of the two scientists.

Pakistani authorities “have
detained or guestioned at least
seven members of Mahmood's
relief agency in connection with
the investigation, including two
air force general officers (gener-
alsy, an army one-star general, a
third nuclear scientist, a well-
known Pakistani industrialist
and at least one financial officer
of the organisation, according to
Pakistani officials”, a newspaper
reported.

“The two air force officers. the
third nuclear scientist and the
industrialist have been released.
The others remain in detention,”
The Post said.

HE HINDUSTAN TIES
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 10. The militant outfit Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT? has denied reports in a section of the
Pakistani press that it has decided to shift its head-
quarters from Lahore to Muzaffarabad in Pak. Occu-
pied Kashmir (PoKj and asserted thart it had always
aperated from the Pok.

The Lashkar spokesman, Muhammad Yahva Mu-
jahid, told The Hindu that “our base camp has al-
ways been at Muzaffarabad. So where is the question
of we shifting to Muzaffarabad. It is a fact that we
have a big educational complex near Lahore. From
there the Lashkar has been carrying on relief and
rehabilitation programmes for severa} years.”

The Urdu daily, Jang in a report said the Lashkar
had decided to shift because of growing pressure.
Quuoling sources, the paper said that a majority of the
staff had already left but they denied that they had
done so under pressure.

The Lashkar clarification is significant as in the
past it never bothered to contradict reports referring

L fshkar denies shifting
of headquarters i

to its headquarters al Muridke near Lahore where it
holds its annual congregation.

Reports in the Pakistani press for the last few days
have been suggesting that the Lashkar move follows
the U.S. administration’s decision to place if on the
“terrorist exclusion list along with 38 others.

The Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
too has been hinting at measures to crackdown on
extremist and militant outfits in the country.

Even before September 11, he had made an in-
direct reference to the activities and utterances of
the Lashkar leaders and had talked abourt the need
for restraint on the part of religious leaders.

In a related development, Allama “uber Zahir, a
central leader of Ahl-e-Hadith, has termed the ‘jeha-
dis' fighting in Afghanistan and Kashmir as hyvpocrit-
es.

Addressing a seminar in Lahocre, he said that Pa-
kistan was founded in the name of Islam and first
they should wage ‘jehad’ for implementing Islamic

laws in the country, /



" Indo-US joint move
-~ against J§K terror

 Vishal Thapar Hr
 New Delhi, December 9

: b
INDIA AND the US are seLto

o

take their first joint militdry
step against terrorism with the
visit of an American military

‘team to New Delhi later this

month. The US team will work

- with its Indian counterpart in a

table-top military exercise in

s countering weapons of mass
. destruction (WMD)} terrorism.
- A subsequent phase could be

joint military training and exer-
cises to deal with terrorism in
the context of Kashmir, highly
placed sources disclosed.

This is a follow-up of the
third Defence Policy Group
{DPG)} meeting in New Delhi on
December 3 and 4, which was
co-chaired bv US Under-Secre-
tary of Defence for Policy Dou-
glas Feith and Defence Secre-
tary Yogendra Narain. The DPG
islaying down the framework of
a structured military-to-mili-
tary relationship hetween the
two countries.

*The US has discussed with
India its missile defence pro-
gramme as an element of their
joint fight against terrorism,” a
sentor officer in the Ministry of
Defence confirmed. The two
sides have agreed to add "new
emphasis” in military co-opera-
tion against terrorism.

“We talked about the contri-

- bution that co-operation in mis-

sile defence could make towards

, increasing strategic stability,
especially in south Asian, and

countering the proliferation of

; ballistic missiles and weapons
- of mass destruction,” he said.

toliferation efforts |
€ an important stepr in our |
nti-terrorism c¢o-operation,” |
the officer said. i

The TS used the DPG meet- |
ing to invite india to its missile |
defence exercise and deman- |
stration. NDouglas Feith also :
reportedly discussecd sharing |
of missile defence plans with |
India and updating New Deihi ;
on the developments inthe pro-
gramme., So far. the US has .
shared such information only .
with Russia, Japan and South |
Korea, besides its NATO part- :
ners. Feith declared at o gath-
ering that ~India’s sccurity .

concerns  harmonise  with !
those of the HS on missile
defence”. R, VW o VN !

India and the US also dis-
cussed the problem of terror-
ism in Kashmir and the possi-
bility of joint mililary exercises
on counter-terrorizm. “India’s
secyurity and strategic concerns,
especially with regard w Kash- |
mir, found prominence in the
discussion on military co-oper- .
ation to counter terrariem.” the
sources diglrasd

In his visit preceding Foithy's.
the US Pacific Command Chicl.
Admiral Dennis Blair. had indi-
cated that military exercises in
the offing were 1o he preparu-
tions for “future commeon mis- -
sions™.

“India and the US have:
reached substantial points of
agreement,” a Ministry of -
Defence officer said. “The mod-
elling, table-top military exer-
cise to counter WMD terrorism |
is an important first step,” he
indicated.
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Asra fl responds (o terrorism
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By CHIDANAND RAJGHATTA
Times News Network

WASHINGTON: The ULS. war on
terrorism in Afghanistan has been
temporarily celipsed by the turbu-
lent events in West Asia where
Israeli forces struck back violently
apainst the Palestinian establish-
ment on Monday following a series
of terrorist attacks on Israeli terri-
tory over the weekend.

Isracli helicopter gunships fired
several missiles near Palestinian
Authority  President  Yasser
Arafat’s headquarters, destroving
his helicopter and sending a pow-
erful message that it will not toler-
atc terrorism against its people. Mr
Arafat, who Isracl accuses of not
doing enough to stop the terrorism.
was not at his Gaza headquarters
when the attack occurred.

It could not have cscaped Indian
policy makers that the suicide
bombings in Israel that killed some
35 people accurred the same week-
end that a similar number of peo-
ple were killed by terrorists in
Kashmir, in incidents that included
the ethnic targeting of minorities.
But the deaths in India hardly cre-
ated a ripple here, while both the
US. establishment and the media
were in overdrive on the incidents
in Israel.

The Bush administration, which
till recently was critical of Tsracli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
hardline methods, fully backed
Israels views that Mr Arafat had
not done enough to contain the ter-

rorists and issued strongly worded
statements calling for action. Whilc
Washington  had  counsclled
restraint on India’s  part  in
responding 1o the provocations in
Kashmir in view of its priority and
pre-occupation with the war in
Afghanistan, no such moderation
was called for in Israel’s case.

In any case. it is unlikely that u
strong-willed Tsracl would have lis-
tened w0 Washington.,  Prime
Minister Shuron was in the ULS and
scheduled 1o meet Presidenl Bush
on Monday, but that meeting was
advanced to Sunday and he left for
home soon after.

Israeli officials and leaders also
launched a full scale media bl
arpuing  that  the Palestinian
Authority and its affiliates needed
1o be punished for the provocation.

O its part, India has not only
failed to forcefully present its casc
on Kashmir, but according to crit-
ics, it has been lax in informing the
world of the terrorist atrocities.
including the ethnic cleansing that
has de-populated the Kashmir
Valley of minarities.

As a result, the Bush administra-
tion has temporised and dissem-
bled over terrorism in Kashmir,
even going to the extent of reward-
ing Pakistan without sccking ade-
quatc puaraniees that it will stop
backing the violence there,

Pakistan has taken this US. dou-
ble dealing as a signal that it can
confinue its sponsorship of terror-
ism, says Lalit Kaul of the

s India holds back .

Kashmin New Network. a newly
eslablished front representing the
interest of Kashmiri Pandils who
have been totally marginalised in
the debate.

ULS. olficials say the Isracl and
India cases arc different, und the
presence of nuclear weapons in the
sub-continent complicates matters.

But Indian analysts say such an
argument has dangerous implica-
tions. It suggests that countries can
use the nuclear cover to indulge in
terrorism and it could also embold-
en other countries to seek auclear
weapons o further a terrorist
agenda.

They also argue that Washington
18 missing the woods for the trees in
targeting other countries  like
Sudan and Somalia for terrorism
while ignoring the fact that
Pakistan is the critical swamp and
promoles terrorism as a state poli-
cy.

As the U.S, chases red herrings in
Iraq and elsewhere, Pakistan con-
tinues with its sham participation
in the anti-terror war at the samc
time it is continuing to sheiter and
sponsar intcrnational terrorists,
says Mr Kaul.

Top Indian officials, including
Lalit Mansingh, the Indian ambas-
sador in Washington, have said
Pakistan cannol be a policcman by
day and a thief al night. but the
argument has had little impact in
Washington. where there is consid-
crable residual institutional sympa-
thy far its Cold War ally.

ar



Washington, Dec. 4: The US
officials warned that America
could be targeted for more
attacks following the September
I1 assaults on New York and
Washington,

On Monday, the US govern-
ment issued a new warning of
possible threats against American
targets during the holiday season
over the next few weeks.

US homeland security director
"Tom Ridge said the new warning
— the third since the beplcfnbcr

had any concrete information on
specific threats.

With world attention diverted
by a fresh crisis in West Asia, US

left on a 1 0-nation tour of Europe
and Central Asia to build suppart
for the US-led anti-lerror coali-
tion and discuss future recon-
struction work in Alghanistan.
Mr Ridge, speaking in Wash-
ington, said 1S intelligence and
law enforcement agencies picked

US i issues fre

terror Warnmé

11 atacks — was “very generic™’
and did not mean the governmeni -

secretary of state Colin Powell

]
esh

up an increased number of threats |
in recent days, leading 10 a new |
warning 0 18,000 law enforce- |
ment agencies around the nation. |

“The information we have does I
nol point to any specific target |
either in America or abroad and it
does not outline any specific type
of attacks,” he said.

“We do know that the next sev-
eral weeks, which bring the final
weeks of Ramzan and other
important religious observations
in other faiths, have been times
when terrorists have planned
attacks in the past.”

A US official said the threat
was “Al Qaeda refated,” referring
to Bin Laden’s network of Islam- |
tc militams.

U.S. military officials rejected
reports by Talthan authorities and
Pakistani media that US bombing
had killed numerous civilians and
that US-led forces had sustained
numerous casuaities of their own.

“Each and every one of these
stofdes 15 wuntrue,” a US
spokesman said. (Reuters} A

THE ASIAN AGE

EC 23



PR

e

T
. \J‘\".‘J -
" \

THE US finds itself exposed
again to the charge of doulile
standards on the 1ssue of hartting
terrorism: ape standard for irseif
and its allies. another for others,

Washingion vesierday ende
rsed staunch allv tsrael’s retalia-
tory strikes in Palestine by recag-

A
S Rajagopalan !
Washington, December 4

nising its “right to detend tself”
But it would not approve of nny

Indian “hot pursuit” againss ter-
rorisml spongored by s now-
fouind ally, Pakistan. in Kashmi .
When Prime Minister Vajpa~
cewas here last month. President
Bush sought to ward off an In
an jourralist's gueries on ke
double standards issue saving:
think there s one universal law
and that isterrorism isovil. Allof
us must work o reject the evil.”
Almost every utterance hy
senior US functionaries on Xash-
mirisnow incompiote without &
word on the need {or continued
restraint. Upscrambled. ihis
would mean that |
not think of crossing the LoC 1o
rarget terrorists in Pakistani vep-
ritory. Tndian sources, not wanli-
ing to spoil the otherwise good
relationship with the US. ke
care to voice only innrivate thear
distress over what they regard us
a double-faved US pelice
Asanalysts see it Wnite 1o
spokesman Ari Flelschor's obser-
vations vis-a-vis the Israel-Palos
tine face-0if aie as much relevant
and applicable in the Kazhmir
cantext Be it the US endorsement

for

Cioht foid

thn demand thaet
take acan agsinst
Kashmir parailel i

The spokesman
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eucpizeid the a
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appeal for restraint,
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US sets separate -~
standards

India and Israel

\

tond ftself o
shoutd

Arafar wasn't

Toascher prt it thinks

hatihe Pales-

not have bars on frontg,
ve revalving doors ac
ot that has not
enddon of commaoen-
@ ime

Lot issue its uagul

andd, the

timply that the U8
hes given Israelis the 7
ioht” 1o do what thev think
he said, Atrhe same fim :
fessod that "nobody aske
USjforaareen iight”. .
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All-party meet on

s terror

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 3; Refreshing
his offer to consider changes to
the anti-terror law, Prime Minis-
ter A.B. Vajpayee has called an
all-party meeting tomorrow to
thrash out a consensus.

The Opposition has, however,
turned down the concitiation
offer, claiming the Prevention
of Terrorism Ordinance is too
flawed to be righted through
amendment.

“We want the government to
start afresh,” Congress spokesm-
an Jaipal Reddy said. He was ba-
cked up by the Left parties and
the Samajwadi Party, which ha-
ve a combined majority in the
Rajva Sabha.

Government sources put upa
brave face, saying the Ordinance
would be promulgated in Jam-

‘ Ie

\
FROM OUR SPECTAL A \ mu and Kaghmir and Uttar Prad-

esh to start with. They said the
Opposition might have to pay a
heavy price for cpposing it.

Bat they ruled out convening
a joint session to push the Bill
through. As of now, the govern-
ment has no plan to move an al-
ternative anti-terror law

Vajpayvee conceded that the
government had tripped by not
consulting the Opposition on the
Ordinance. Replying to an imp-
romptu debate in the Lok Sabha,
he urged leaders to review their
stand and come up with sugges-
tions for amendment. “The gov-
ernment is willing to consider
certain -amendments,” he said,
renewing the offer he had made

© in Hvderabad yvesterday.

Vajpayvee playved both “politi-
cian” and “statesman” during
his speech. At times, he asked for
the Opposition’s co-operation in

decree .

i ‘J-‘-\.;"

the name of “national interest”.
At others, he reprimanded it for
questioning the Centre's right to
promulgate the Ordinance. “It is
wrong to question the govern-
ment’s right to come forward
with an Ordinance,” he said.

Vajpayee hoped a consensus
would emerge at the meeting
fixed for 6.30 pm tomorrow.

George notice

The controversy over George
Fernandes' reinduction into the
Cabinet remains unresolved as
the Congress refused to dilute
the wording of its notice served
under rule 184 for a discussion in
the Lok Sabha.

The government was equally
adamant that it would not allow
the House to deliberate on a sub-
ject it considered as impinging
on the Prime Minister's preroga-
tive to appoint his ministers,

TELE
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USfears jegadl t%

Our Political Buread * ;1 f ol Pakistan's N-i

NEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER ‘
THE US has shared with India its
concerns about a possible jehadi
takeover of Pakistan's nuclear

" arsenal.

The martter is learnt 10 have
been discussed berween the offi-
cials of the two sides against the
backdrop of strong fears about the
stability of Musharraf regime in
the wake of the growing jehadi
opposition to his collaboration
with the US. The fears, derived
from the continuing defiance of
Musharraf’s strategic U-turn,
were aggravated last week after
the arrests of two senior nuclear
scientists.

The arrests of the nuclear sci-
entists, one of them widely
known as among the leaders of
Pakistan’s clandestine nuciear
programme, spotlighted once
again the possibility of jehadi
infiltrarion in Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission and, more
ominously, of acquisition of
nuclear weapons by fundamen-
talist terrorists ltke Osama bin
Laden.

The Indo-US deliberations

aver the matter, however, focused
more on theMof custody

stallation in the
event of a coup rather than on the
jehadis” gaining access 10 an actu-
al nuclear weapon or weapon-
grade material, Sources said the
US concern about the fate of

/over of/Pak

Musha B eglme Carme  across
clearly during the exchanges
between the two sides.

The Indian side agreed with
the US viewpoint. As a matter of
fact, the assessment here is that

- will Va}payee meet
Musharraf on Nov 1 1‘?

Our Po!itical Buraau
: TTREW GELH 30 GG TOBER” ; :
DESPITE THE Prime Mmlsters firm statement on Mondav mlmg
out a meeting between him and President Musharraf inNew York,
an interesting aspect of Mr Atal Behan Va}payee 5 sch&dule is'cause
for speculation.

- While Mr Vajpayee will be addressmg the UN General Assembty
on ‘Movember: 19, his itinerary at present has no engagements
planned for the 11. This has led to'specalation that the door remaing
‘ajar for a last minute dialogue between hxm and Musharraf on-the
sidelines of the UNGA. o

Gen Musharral is expected o address the UNGA on.; novxmber
11 after having dmner W!tl’l the Us Prcs;dem George Bush the night
‘before:

Botk Mr Vajpayee a.nd Gen ‘Mushartaf will be in the US for
roughty the same amount of time. Mr Vajpavee is expected o touch

_down in’ Washington PC on November 9 and have a lnncheon
meéting with President Bush and will only travel to New York on

November 10. Other hilateral meeririgs planied for. My Va;payee
. should also be over by the afternoon of November FQ.

N-arsenak

B T R
the general may find himself on
even stickier a wicker as the US
offensive in Afghanistan drags on.
The turmoil on the streers of
Pakistan has now reached Punjab
outside the known caichment
areas of Taliban support and can
spin out of control if the indica-
tions that the US may have to step
up the offensive turn out to be
correct. The resultant chaos and
anarchy can be tempting for the
ambitious subordinates and col-
leagues who resent General
Musharraf's leadership, in partic-
ular, his dumping of the Taliban.
General’s predicament has
been deepened by the growing

response to the call for joining the |

jehad against the US. More
jehadis were coming forward 10
swell the numbers of
already massed along the border.
Pakistan has tried to find a way
out of the bind by preventing the
jehadis  from  crossing into
Afghanistan. This is expected to
spare Islamabad the plight of sup-

those |

porting an offensive that will

result in killing its own citizens.
The sealing of border option,
however, may not work if the US,

decides to unleash even ane-14
of its full military potentia}l/
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WAR ON TERRORISM / PUBLIC OPINION TURNS AGAINST CAMPAIGN

gD,\b

Blair to shore up Arab support "

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 28. The British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, is to visit
West Asia again this week to quell
the growing anxiety in the region
over the continued bombing in
Afghanistan and the rising civilian
casualties.

This would be his second visit
to the Arab world since the war
began three weeks ago and is iike-
Iv to include Saudi Arabia which
declined to receive him last time
for fear of inflaming the anti-West
opinion in the country.

Details of his visit, however, are
not being officially disclosed for
security reasons. The visit comes
amid growing calls for a pause in
hombing during the month of Ra-
madan, beginning mid-Novem-
ber, and Mr. Blair would have his
work cut out in trying to convince
his hosts why the strikes should
go on. Prince Charles, who is
known to have a good rapport
with leading Arab figures, is also
reported to be engaged in etforts
to shore up the Muslim world's
flagging support for the U.S.-led
action in Afghanistan, widely per-
ceived as a misadventure. "'Prince
Charles. ...hopes to use his good
contacts with Saudi Arabia in or-
der to repair cracks in the Arab
coalition,” The Sunday Telegraph
said.

It said he was also meeting se-
nior British Muﬂs&ims to convince

thern that the military action in
Afghanistan was not an attack on
Islam.

Meanwhile, with public sup-
port for the war at home starting
to falter at the prospects of a long
haul, Mr, Blair appealed to the
“moral” sense of the British peo-
ple not to despair. fn what was
spen as a sign of jitters over the
growing anti-war sentiment, Mr.
Blair issued a statement from his
weekend retreat at Chequers de-
claring that Britain was a “very
moral nation with a strong sense
of right and wrong'’ and, in the
end, this would defeat the ““fanat-
icism” of terrorists and their sup-
porters.

One newspaper commented
that the Prime Minister's bid to
raise public morale was a clear
evidence of “alarm’ at Downing
Street as British troops headed for
the war 7one amid grim warnings
that the conflict could last for
months. even vears as the coun-
iry's Chief of Defence Staft, Sir
Michael Boyce, indicated two
days ago. The Observer described
it as the “'clearest sign yet of the
growing nervousness over the
battle to win ‘hearts and minds’
for the action against the Taliban
and Osama bin Laden. ...”

For the first time since the mil-
itary action began, public opinion
has begun to swing against the
war. A Channel Four poll on Sat-
urday evening showed that 51 per

British Royal Marines move
off the beach after being
dropped by Royal Navy
Seaking helicopters during an
amphibious display in Oman
on Sunday. — AP

cent of its studio audience was
opposed t¢ it, The arguments put
forward by the pro- war experts
and policy makers, including a
British Foreign Office Minister,
Mr. Ben Bradshaw, and the for-
mer 1.5, policy official, Mr. James
Rubin, were rejected by an audi-
ence which, according to Channel
Four, was selected by a national
poll agency and represented a

cross-section of Brivish opinion. -
The poll climaxed a week wiich
saw increased dissent within the

THE HINDU
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Labour Party over the issue, con-
flicting statements from London
and Washington over the war
strategy, a rise in civilian casual-
ties and a heightened sense
among analysts that things are
not going right with the Taliban
proving to be more formidable
opponents than the allies had
bargained for.

Pakistan, a key ally in the war,
added to the pressure by calling
for a guick end to the war and
insisting on having a more deci-
sive say in a post-Taliban ar-
rangement than the US. is
inclined to give it. British newspa-
pers today highlighted the “first
strains” in the U.S.-led coalition
by pointing to the conflicting
views not only on the conduct of

|
|

the war, but on the political strat- |

egy to stabilise the region.

Chopper crashes
Reuters reports from Muscat:

Two British soldiers were in-
jured yesterday when their heli-
copter plunged into the sea off
eastern Oman, a British military
spokesman said today.

“1 can confirm that a Lynx hel-
icopter from Britain’s Roval Navy
ditched into the sea yesterday af-
ternoon. The two British soldiers
on board escaped with minor in-
juries,” he told Reuters.

He said the helicopter fell from
the sky off Masirah island, the site

of one of Oman’s biggest airbasey



"Mosque stormed to flus

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

SRINAGAR, Oct. 28. — Security
forces today stormed a mosque
in central Kashmir's Badgam

. district to flush out a militant

holed up in the shrine, official
sources said.

Intense gunfire broke out as
Special Operations Group (50G)
personnel, Jammu and Kashmir
Police, entered the mosque at
Panzan village near Chadoora,
some 18 km from here, they

. said.

The militant entered the mos-
que yesterday after securily
forces laid siege to the village on
getting information that some
ultras were hiding there.

S0G personnel had taken con-
trol of the the ground and first
floors of the mosque, the sources
said, adding the lone militant

- was holed up in the shrine’s
. Iminar.

A special police officer was
wounded in the exchange of fire,

the sources said. flf N ¢

The sources said ty\forces
took the action after their Pepea-
ted appeals to the barricaded ul-
tra to surrender didn't yield any
result.

The Border Security Force In-
telligence chief in Kashmir,
deputy inspector- general Mr RS
Bhullar, had earlier told The
Statesman on telephone from
Srinagar that as they had failed
in their efforts to bring the ultra
out, they were planning to storm
the mosque late in the evening.

He informed that they had sent
the maulvi (priest) of the mos-
que, village headman and num-
berdar to talk to this militant
twice in the day asking him to
surrender.but he refused to do so
and told the villagers that they
were ready to fight,

Mr Bhullar informed that there
was only one militant heled up
inside the mosque and not a
group of 12 militants as reported
by some agencies and newspa-

P
pers. T
“l don’t know who told them
that it was a group of people,” he
said.

Giving details about the inci-
dent, he said the 171 battalions
of the BSF had got some inputs
ahout the movement of few mili-
tants in the area. When they cor-
doned off the village and started
a house-to-house search, the mil-
itant took shelter in the mosque.
Later, the troops of 37 KRR joined
thern in the operation.

Since early morning, there was
a lul in the firing from both
sides and not a single shot was
fired, he added.

They didn't move in during the
night to flush out the milhitant
holed up in the mosque but
maintained a close vigil from a
distance, away from firing
range.

Though the cutfit to whom he
owned allegiance to was not cer-
tain, yet the forces believed that
he was a Pakistani mercenary

h out ultra

N

belonging to tlle Hizbul Muja-
hideen.

A group of Hizbul militants
took shelter in & mosque and a
nearby house yesterday after se-
curity forces zerved in on their
hideout.

Earlier, a gunfight erupted be-
tween the ultras and security
personnel in which a militant
was killed.

Militants fired at security forces
early this merning and again in
the aftermnoon as jawans tight-
ened the cordon around the mos-
que. The firing in the afternoon
lagted 15 minutes, the sources
said.

The Hizhul supreme comm-
ander had changed the outfit’s
chief in the Kashmir Valley
recently in order to increase its
activities there.

This is the fifth incident of its
kind in the Kashmir Valley in
the last five months.

# More reports on page 8
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" Indian hand in hiton

-~ Harkat safe house

FROMK.P. NAYAR

Washington, Oct, 25: For the
second time since the September
11 hijackings in New York and
Washington, intelligence inputs
provided by India have helped
Americans to deal decisively with
Pakistan’s terror machine.

India and the Northern Al-
liance working together gave the
Americans crucial details of
Harkat-ul Mujahideen networks
within Afghanistan. That infor-
mation helped the US Air Force to
target a Harkat safe house in
Kabul on Tuesday, according to in-
formed sources.

Harkat is now claiming that 35
of itsfighters — not 22 as reported
earlier — were Killed in that tar-
geted attack on the safe house, ac-
cording to Muzamal Shah, a
leader of the group.

“We have the names of 20 peo-
ple who died in the attack,” he
said in Karachi. Most belonged to
Karachi or Pakistan’s provinces
bordering Afghanistan, he said.

Harkat is listed by the US state
department as a terrorist outfit
based in Pakistan and operating
in Kashmir. [ts assets were frozen
under a White House order last
month.

Tuesday’s attack yielded the .

single biggest harvest of terror-
ists so far since the US military
operation against Afghanistan
started on October 7.

Earlier, Indian intelligence
information linking former
Pakistani spy chief General
Mehmood Ahmed and September
11 hijacker Mohamed Atta en-
abled Americans to prod Islam-
abad into removing Ahmed.

Indian intelligence details
passed on to Washington showed
that the $100,000 wired to Atta by
Pakistani terrorist Umer Shaikh
had originally come from Ahmed,
when he was head of the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI), the es-
pionage outfit run by Pakistan’s
army,

The deaths of Pakistanis in
Tuesday's bombing raids have
embarrassed General Pervez
Musharraf.

Yesterday, Pakistani guards at

UL

The Taliban forces have
proven to he tough warriors

A PENTAGON OFFICIAL

H

(<

the Torkham bordek-crossing in
Khyber Pass refusedito allow the
bodies of the men killed in the at-
tack to be brought in for burial.

Noor Mohammed Hanifi, the
Taliban's security chief, was quot-
ed by the militia's news agency as
saying that the guards told Harkat
supporters: *You wanted to fight
with the Taliban, then vou can
bury your dead in Afghanistan.”

The bodies were then smug-
gled into Pakistan at unguarded
points along the border. The ease
with which the bodies were smug-
gled in is, however, worrying the
Americans because a porous bor-
der can destabilise US efforts to
decimate the Taliban.

In Karachi, mourners shouted
slogans against the US and
Musharraf at the funeral of the
leader of the Harkat group which
went in to Afghanistan, adds AFP.

About 2,000 people attended
the burial of commander Farooq,
whose body was one of eight that
were simnuggled in. The mourners
vowed revenge for the deaths of
Faroog and the other militants.

India today said the burial in
Karachi confirmed the nexus be-
tween Pakistani terrorist organi-
sations and their mentors in
Afghanistan. (See Page 8) /
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~Govt gets

o rr a w

HT Correspondent . ™~
New Delhi, October 25 '~ LR

THE FLTURE of the Prevention
of Terrorism Ordinance (Poto}
may be in question, bt there is
little doubt regarding its efficacy.
Its promulgation has given the
Centre an instrument to ban the
Jaish-e-Mchammad. Lashkar-e-
Tayveba and other Kashmiri ter-
rorist groups.

As many as 23 terrorist organ-

" isations active in J&K and the

North-East stand banned. The
list includes the JeM and LeT,
which re-christened themselves
Tehrik-al-Furgan and Pasban-e-
Ahle-Hadis earlier this month in
the wake of pressure mounted by
the United States. Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen {recently banned by
the US and Britain}, Hizbul
Mujahideen, Al-Umar
Mujahideen and the Jammu and
Kashmir Islamic Front are also
included. ‘

Union Home Secretary Kamal
Pande said more organisations
would be included in the list ‘as
and when required”. This is the
first time that the Centre has
taken a legal step to ban terrorist
outfits operating in J&K. The
ordinance will be valid for five
years and will cover the entire
country.

Other blacklisted corganisa-
tions are Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, Students Islamic
Movement of India, Deendar
Anjumarn, Babbar Khalsa Inter-
national, Khalistan Commando
Force, Khalistan Zindabad Force,
International Sikh Youth Federa-
tion, United Liberation Front of
Asom, National Democratic
Front of Bodoland, People's Lib-
eration Army, United Nationat
Liberation Front, People’s Revo-
lutionary Party of Kangleipak,
Kangleipak Communist Party,
Kanglei Yaol Kanba Lup,
Manipur People's Liberation

Wit

AFP PHOTO

Arrasted militants of the Tehrik-ul-Mujahideen in Srinagar on

Woednesday.

Front, All Tripura Tiger Force
and National Liberation Front of
Tripura.

Pande said Pato was promul-
gated because the existing crimi-
nal justice system “wag not
designed to deal with terrorism’.
The Home Secretary refused to
comment when asked about the
Poto’s future. A Bill based on the
Ordinance would be reguired to
be introduced in Parliament
before passage. The Vajpayee
Government has a majority in
Lok Sabha where the Bill is

expected to sail through. Howev-
er, it may come up against oppo-
sition in the Rajva Sabha where
the Government s in minority.
The Congress has already
voiced its reservations about
Poto, saying it was “more dra-
conian” than the lapsed Tada.
Today it declared that it would
oppose the Bill in Parliament.
Party spokesman S Jaipal
Reddy told -reporters thal the
NDA Governmernt brought out
the ordinance to “cater te its own
constiteency”. The Opposition is

- W
new licence to ban

1A W

|

" 1. Persons chargesheeted auto- |
matically lose passport and |
arms licence for poeriod deter- ¢
mined by Special Courts to be |
set up by Centre and Staies.

. 2. No suit. prosecutien or legal
proceedings shall lie against !
the Centre and State or any of |
their officers enjoving powers ;
under the Ordinance. .
3. Imprisonrent Up to one year |
or fine ar both for a person
: who hides information that
could prevent a terrorist act.
b4, Trial by Special Courts ta !
have precedence over iriai of ;
any other case n any other
Court.

1

Safeguards |
o

1. Police officials misusing |
powers lable for imprison-
nient up to two vears, damages |
or hath.
2, Compensation to persons
maliciously proceeded against
| by the police.
I 3. Witness dentity kept secret.
4. Confessions to he recorded
i bv officers of at least SP rank
{without threat or induneement,
| 5. Persons whose confessions |
| arve recorded to be praduced in |
* Court within 48 hours. |
4. No Court o take up case !
{ without Coentral or State sanc-
i tion. i
P7 Committees to be instituted |
cunder retired High Court
| Judges for review of cases
| under the Qrdirance.

b

nat naive to go along with the
Government claims.” he said.
He pointed vut that the coun-
try had an “unpleasant experi-
er.ce” with Tada and said what
the country needed was not
st=ong laws but “strong goysr-
nance”, PTT adds.
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Dreaded a-mail arrives in
White House, Bush safe ..

Times News Network
WASHINGTON: The dreaded anthrax bacteria sur-
faced in the White House mail service on Tuesday,
marking a definitive moment in terrorism involving
biological weapons. Americans were witness to the
unusuaf spectacle of their President reassuring them
that he had not been infected with anthrax, after
spores of the killer bacteria were found in a Secret
Service-controlled mail sorting room.

Although the facility is several miles from the main
White House complex, and there was only a trace of
spores found on a mail-slitting machine, the news
alarmed a country already on the edge following the
death of three people, including two postal workers in
the Washington area, from anthrax inhalation.

Initial disclosures suggested the spores were not
directly aimed at the President. Only a trace amount
~0f 20 to 500 spores were found on the machine, where-

as a person needs to inhale between &000-10,000

spores to be fatally infected. Judging by he sequence,
it appears that the spores could have spilled onto
some of the White House mail at the main postal facil-
ity in Brentwood, which processed the anthrax-taden
mall that was sent o Senator Tom Daschle. The White
House itself has remained incommunicado to snail
mail since October 11, when fears of a biological
attack first surfaced.

The two postal workers who have died so far and at
least two others severely aifected worked at
Brentwood. Soon after spokesman Ar Fleischer dis-
closed the discoverv of anthrax bacteria in White
House mail, Mr Bush was bluntly asked by reporters
at a photo-session with law-makers whether ke had
been tested for anthrax. “First of all, T dont have
anthrax,” Mr Bush said, without answering the ques-
tion directly. “Let me put it this way. I'm confident
when [ come to work tomorrow that FIl be safe” he
added.

-
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Harkat blood stamp on
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OUR BUREAU AND REUTERS

(et 24; India’'s allegation of a ter-
ror reute running through Afgh-
anistan and Pakistan to Kashmir
found strength today in the report
that 20 members of the Harkat-ul
Mujahideen were killed in a US
strike on Kabul.

Harkat is one of the most ac-
tive militant outfits in Kashmir
and was aceused of hijacking an
Indian Airlines plane to Kanda-
har in 1999. “We have uncon-
firmed reports that 35 fighters
have been martyred,” a Harkat
spokesman said in Muzaffarabad,
the capital of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

Bodies of eight militants
killed in the US raid were smug-
gled home today after border
guards barred their return.

A source close to Harkat said
the bodies were brought in
through Mohmand Agency, a trib-
al area on the border. Two bedies
were brought to Rawal-pindi
where pravers were held. Howev-
er, they were not buried in
Rawalpindi but were to be taken
to their hometowns, sources said.

Mourners, who prevented
cameramen from taking
photographs shouted slogans

like

“The war will continue

until America’s destruction”.

“We have the names of 20 peo-
ple who died in the attack,” the
Harkat spokesman said. It was the
highest death toll in a single at-
tack in the group’s history,

Among the commanders killed
was Ustad Farcoq from Lahore, a
fact which, if proven right, would
be embarrassing for Islamabad
and offer fresh fuel for Delhi's
chargeof Pakistan's ties to terror-
ist outfits.

After the recent Kashmir As-
sembly suicide bombing, Jaish-e-
Mohammed — that claimed re-
sponsibility - had said the bomber
was a Pakistani.

The list of dead included six
commanders of Harkat that has
long been on a US list of terrorist
organisations.

Pakistan foreign ministry
spokesman Riaz Mohammad
Khan told a news conference that
the government had no informa-
tion to confirm or deny the Kabui
incident or whether any Pakista-
nis had been killed there.

I don’'t have anthyax

GEORGE W, BUSH

<"Pakistan terror trail

“For quite some time thé Pak-
istan government had imprgssed

upon the Afghanistan gofern- |

ment that they should not allow
any Pakistani to be part of any of
their forces.. to go inside

Afghanistan for any so-called !

training purposes,

“We had been very firm on this
matter. We had also been request-
ing the Afghanistan government
tn apprehend and hand over a
large number of people who have
heen indicted by courts here,”
Khan said.

Harkat has long been believed
to send its guerrilles into Afgha-
nistan for training at the many
camps there, India says these mili-
tants are then pushed into Kash-
mir by Pakistan to carry out teryo-
rist attacks. “

Powell damper on Pak

IS secretary of state Colin Powell
has ruled out a dominant role for
Pakistan or any other nation in
Afghanistan’s post-war govern-
ment, reports AP “The next gov-

|
|
|
|
!l

|
|
|
|
I

ernment of Afghanistan cannot |

be dictated into being hy Pak-
istan,” he said. With the UN tak-
ing the lead, all of Afghanistan’s
neighbours, and alsc such coun-
tries as China and Russia, nnusphe
consulted, Powel} said.

|
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‘Smaller
offices &
card-table
- option

' FROM JOANNE KENEN

Washington, Oct 24 (Reuters):
Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives on their first semi-nor-
mal work day since last week
were shown vesterday to 10-by-15-
foot temporary offices, asked what

“word processing programme they
preferred, and told how to set up
voicemail.

Each member was offered a set
of supplies including one ream of
Copy paper, one steno pad, one
package of paper clips, one tape
dispenser with tape, two legal

-lined pads, one hox of floppy disks,
one box of blue pens, one stapler
Wwith staples, one latter lined pad,
one pack of 8 ¢cm by 8 cm Post.it
notes, and a box of pencils.

However at least one lawmak-
er, New York Democrat Rep. Gary
Ackerman, chose his own alter-
nate venue, setting up shop at a
card table in a parking area. He
had a cell phone, a sign, 2 few sup-
plies and a small floral arrange-
ment with an American flag stick-
ingoutofiit.

Supposedly, it was business as
usual as the House and Senate
both convened for the first time
since last Wednesday, when fears
about the possible spread of an-
thrax through the Capitol com-
plex shuttered all the House-and
Senate office buildings and partly
closed off the Capitol building it-
self. But nothing has been normal
since a letter containing anthrax
arrived in the Senate Hart Office
Building suite of majority leader
Tom Daschle on October 15.

The affice buildings remain
closed, everyone is dislocated, and
many people are at least a little bit
on edge, nervously noticing a tick-
le in their throats or an ache in
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their tummy.But according to
Senate minority leader Trent
Lott, a Mississippi Republican,
the mantra is “Don’t complain,
don’t whine.” Compared to the
postal workers who have lost
their lives, or the young men and
women fighting Afghanistan, he
said, a little dislocation is nothing
to gripe about.

Hearings, normally held in the
adjacent buildings, were either
cancelled or squeezed into alter-
native quarters.

“We're in the tombs of the
Capitol,” said Pennsylvania Re-
publican Arlen Specter at a hear-

SEEKING ELUSIVE ‘SOUTHERN ALLIANCE’

The US justice department released these images of anthrax-laced letters which were sent to NBC News

majority leader Tom Daschle on October 23 in Washington. (Reniers)

ing in the basement in which he
quizzed the director of the Centers
for Disease Control about the re-
sponse te anthrax in the postal
system. One of the closed circuit
television channels that usually
broadcasts a high-profile Senate
hearing instead played country

.music and scrolled the latest an-

thrax updates en the screen.

The hallways, usually jammed
with tourists and lobbyists, were
neatly empty. House members got
telephones, computers and two
rooms to share with up to three es-
sential staffers at the seven-
storey, square-block General Ac-

counting Office building a few
blocks from Capitol Hill, About
half the 2,400 GAO workforce had
to clear out to make room for Con-
gress. : .
Senior Senators have caveted
offices known as hideaways ifi the
Capitol building itself in addition
to their larger suites at the office
buildings. .

But most senators were given
temporary quarters at the nearby
Postal Square office building,
which also houses a temporary
medical post.

Atleast 28 people were exposed
to anthrax through the Daschle

» EXILES INVITE TALIBAN TUR

anchor Tom Brokaw (left) and Senate

letter. They and hundreds of oth-
ers who were in the immediate
area of that office were given pre-
ventive treatment, although thou-
sands of cultures have shown no
evidence that anyone was exposed
anywhere else in the Capitol com-
plex. But health authorities over
the weekend detected some an-
thrax in a House building, where
mail is processed.

Mounds of mail have piled up
since delivery to the Capitol was
suspended Iast week, Daschle said
health authorities ultimately may
decide the only safe thing to do is
burn it.

~
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anners: wash hands

No guarantee
postis safe

FROM JIM WOLF

Washington, Oct. 24 (Reuters): The top US postal official told Ameri-
cans today there was no guarantee that their mail was safe from anthrax
and they should wash their hands after handling it,

"We're telling people that there isa threat —that right now the threat
is in the mail,” Postmaster General Johy Potter said during a round of
morning television appearances.“There are no guarantees that mail is
safe.” Three people have died of anthrax and at least nine others have
been infected from letters sent through the mail since the September 11
attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

In a separate interview, Surgeon General David Satcher, the top US
health official, called on the public to be on high alert against possible
germ warfare. “We've never been through a bioterrorist attack before,”
hesaid on the NBC Today programme. “We certainly have never experi-
enced people being infected (by) anthrax in a closed envelop,”

_Headded: “I don’t think yet we're beyond our eapability (o cope), but
I'think we have to continue to strengthen that capabitity.” Congress can
fund more laboratory workers, for instance, he said.

Satcher and Potter were dealing with the possibility that even un-
opened mail could pick up anthrax spores if the equipment on which
they were sorted had been contaminated, though Potter said the chances
were remote. The Postal Service was giving employees masks to protect
against any airborne spores and was intreducing gloves in the work-
place. Large parts of the US Capitol were closed temporarily after a letter
to Senate majority leader Tom Daschle's office spilled anthrax spores
and many cases have been found at the main Washington sorting office
that earlier handled the Daschle letter. Other cases have been found in
New York, New Jersey and Florida.

Workers at the Brentwood mail facility, which delivers mail to the
Capitol, have been hardest hit by the crisis. Two have died from anthrax
inhalation and two remain hospitalised in serious condition. Six others
are suspected of having the disease, health officials said today, :

Some spores were discovered yesterday on mail-opening equipment
that handles packages for the White House, at a site several miles from
the executive mansion. Officials said they were confident there was no
medical threat. “We think that the chances (of contracting anthrax
through the mail) are very very slitn,” Potter said. But “people should do
things that are safe and when they handle mail, they should wash their
hands.” Satcher said he thought the United States was obviously under
attack. “And we don’t understand what the attacker is going to do next
or what strategies are going to be used,” he said in the NBC interview. -

The US Postal Service has delivered more than 20 billion pieces of
mail since September 11 and only a few pieces are now known to have
carried the deadly bacteria. In an interview on CNN, Potter said he saw
1o reason to shut down the US Postal Service, as the House of Represen-
tatives shut at the end of last week briefly for precautionary checks. ‘

“Life is filled with risks,” he said. “You could die crossing the street,
You could die driving a car. That’s not to minimise what's going on here
because we did lose two of our own but it’s to suggest that you just don't
shut the Postal Service down.” i

Potter said the Postal Service was advising its workers to root ot
suspicious letters. s

“We're looking to intervene by targeted screening today,” he said, ?

BACK RETURN OF ZAHIR SHAH
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- Afghan mishaps mar US mlht\a/lry might

Anthrax almed

" at White

Kabul, Oct. 23 (Agencies): The
most secure house on earth
has come under anthrax
threat. Anthrax culture was
found at a remote military fa-
cility where all mail for the
White House is screened.

White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer said the remote site,
which he did not identify, had
been closed and all ermployees
there were being tested for expo-
sure to the potentially-deadly
bacteria.

The spokesman said
IS officials had “high
confidence anthrax had
not made it thraugh to
the White House™. He }
added that tesis at the
complex surrounding
the executive mansion
had come up negative.
The Secret Service later
said no employee at the
mail site has reported 38
symptoms associated wi-
thexposure toanthrax. [

The mail sent to the &
remote  site  comes |
through the Brentwood g
facility in Washington
DC where two postal wo-
rkers died from anthrax.

“This afternoon a
positive anthrax culture
was found at the remote
mail site that serves the White
House,” Fleischer said at a brief-
ing called in haste. “The facility
has been closed for further testing
and decontamination. Tests will
be performed on all mail received
at this site to determine its
souree.”

The startiing revelation came
as alengthening list of acecidental
civilian targets in Afghanistan
cast a cloud en the world’s most

0

sophisticated military machine.
On the war front, Taliban forces
were sandwiched between a re-
lentless American aerial blitz and
an opposition ground offensive.

A Pentagon official conceded
that warplanes might have acci-
dentally bombed a home for the
elderly near the western Afghan
city of Herat on Monday: The ad-
mission coincided with a report
con al Jazeera television that 93
civilians were killed near Kanda-
har on Tuesdav. The incident is

Shopkeepers display Osama bin Laden and
George W. Bush masks at a Hong Kong toy fair. (AFP)

the latest or several involving
bombs that Fave gone astray and
killed peaple.

The UX zlso disclosed that a
military hospital had been de-
stroyerd in Herat, but said it hadno
information about the casualties.
The Taliban had said yesterday
more than 100 people were killed
when a hospital was “intentional-
15" hombed by US forces.

US defence secretary 1onald

' c’,\,f\.{.

House

Rumsfeld had denied the charge.
The US has said the Taliban were
inflating the numbers of civilian
deaths but withesses said they
had seen several dozen dead in
Kabul.

Two US helicopters came
under fire in Pakistan as their
crew tried (o retrieve the wreck- |
age of a Black Hawk chopper that
crashed during the weekend. This
is the most hostile act reported so
far against the US in Pakistan. but
the source of the firing remained
shrouded in mystery.

A day after the US
publicly dec.ared that
the air strikes were tar-
geling Taliban troops
protecting Mazar-e-
Sharif. fierce battles
raged in the strategic
northern city

Positioned to the
south of Mazar-e-Sharif,
ethnic Uzbek warlord
Abdul Rashid Daostum
said his forces were
locked in battles with -
Taliban fighters. The
Taliban said the opposi-
tion had tried to push
2 forward hui had been ro-
pulsed. The ciaims cou-
I not be independently
verified. Britain said the
air strikes had destro-
ved nnine al Qaida training camps
and damaged nine airfields. ‘

Harkat toll

One of the strikes has killed at
least 19 members of the Harkat-ul
Mujahideen in Kabul. AFP put the
Harkat toll at 35. The Harkat mem-
bers had gone to Kabul to help the
Taliban. The dead includeg a sen-

iorleader, Ustad Fargea:
8 See Pages M
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MANILA, Oct. 22, - At l}ast
; 18 Abu Sayyaf men have been
killed by Philippine troops en
the island of Jolo yesterday
and mopping up operations are
continuing today, Lt General
Roy Cimatu, chief of the mili-
tary's southern command, said.

One soidier was killed and 11
were hurt in the fighting, he
said.

In the hinterlands of Lanta-
wan town, 300 km south of
Manila, where the rebels are
holding 10 hostages for almost
five months, intense fighting
was taking place,

Lt Gen Cimatu said there was
no news vet of any dead or
wounded in Basilan but added:
“It looks like the enemy suffered
many casualties as they used
their heavy weapons against us.
They use all their weapons if
they suffer many casualties.”/' ¢
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“Powder mail to
Indian mission

Colombo/ Washington, | \ W
October 22 :

AFTER KEEPING newspapers
and TV networks on tenterhooks
for days, the anthrax scare today
turned its attention on diplomat-
ic missions across the world.

The Indian High Commission
and the French Embassy in
Colombo received mailed packets
containing a white powder sus-
pected to be anthrax.

The Indian High Commission
received three packets, the
French Embassy received one,

The Indians promptly
informed the Sri Lankan author-
ities and sent the packets for test-
ing. The French sealed off the
room in which the packet was
discovered and gave antibiotics
shots to the staffer who had han-
dled the packets.

The US Embassy in Kuwait
said it too had received a suspi-
cious letter which had “caused
concern,” in the first reported
anthrax scare in the country,
while in Kuala Lumpur, firefight-
ers rushed to the US and Aus-
tralian diplomatic offices after
both buildings received letters
with powdery substances.

A letter containing a suspi-
cious white powder landed yes-
terday at American Express
headguarters in Manama,
employees of the US firm said.
But the Government played
down the report.

Late last week, the Australian
High Commission in Lanka
received one and the US Embassy
received two packets containing
a mysterious powder.

The Americans sent the pack-
ets home to the FBI, while the
Australians handed their packet
to the Sri Lankan authorities.

The results of the analyses are
not yet known.

In the US today, health officials
kept following up to five more
cases of possible anthrax infec-
tion after a man fell gravely ill in
Washington, media reparts said.

One suspected case in Wash-
ingron was a worker “connected
to” a mail sorting facility at
which a postal worker, who was
confirmed earlier yesterday to be
seriously i1l with inhaled
anthrax works, the CNN quoted
Health Department officials to
report.

The network said that 13 of 23
tests at another mail processing
centre in Hamilton, New Jersey,
where two workers have alyeady

AF PHOTO

Bichazard investigators prepare to enter the Dirksen Senate office

huilding on Sunday.

contracted skin anthrax, had
tested positive.

Tests at the New Jersey depot,
through which anthrax-laced let-
ters sent to Senate majority
leader Tom Daschle in Washing-
ton and to NBC news anchor Tom
Brokaw in New York passed,
were still underway.

Nine people have been con-

Agencies
_‘f:’,ré:.h__u___H_T——“” /

firmed suffering from anthrax in
the US, three of them from the
more deadly inhaled anthrax.

Dgzens more have -been
exposed in the mail-based bioter-
rorist attacks in Florida, Wash-
ington, New York and New Jer-
sey and are taking precautionary
antibiotic treatment.
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meltl $ periarmnandce,

has  direcied the  Cenural
Intelligence Agency (CIA] 1o
elimirate terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden and destroy his
al Qaeda nerwork, senior govern-
ment officials said.

Mr Bush signed an intelli-
gence order last month directing

. C1A to undertake the “most
sweeping and  lethal covert
action,” calling for the destruction
of bin Laden and his al Qaeda net-
waork, the officials were quoted as

*saying by the Washington Post,

The officials also said Mr Bush
has allotted over 1 billion dollars
to the ClA's war on terrorism,
most of it fer the new covert
action, the report said.

US intelligence has identified
new and important specitic weak-
nesses in bin Laden’s organisation
that are not publicly known, and
these vulnerabilities will be the
focus of the lethal covert action,
the officials said.

The CIA and the US armed

i Uy LT

forces are collaborating at “an
unprecedented” level to carry out
the order, i1 said in a banner-
headlined dispatch.

Mr Bush's order, called
an intelligence “finding.” instructs
the CIA 1o tap bin Laden's
communications, securily
apparatus and infrastructure, the
officials said.

“The gloves are off,” one
senior official told the daily. “The
President has given the agency
the green light 1o do whatever is
necessary. Lethal operations that
were unthinkable pre-September
11 are now underwav.”

fn issuing the orders targetirg
bin Laden, Mr Bush said be
wants the CIA to undertake high-
risk operations, according 1o
the report.

He has told his advisers that
he is willing (o risk failure in the
pursuit of ultimate victory, even if
the results prove to be embarrass-
ing public setbacks in individual

TIA toldliminate Osamzf destroy al Qaeda

i T.V. Parasuram
I WASHING TON 31 OCTOBER
- US PRESIDENT George W. Bush

covert plan is intended ro be mas-
sive and decisive, the officials said.
The report said US intelligence
agencies had, in the last spring,
obtained high quality video of bin
Laden with his distinetive beard
and white robes surrounded by a
large entourage at one of his
known locations in Afghanistan.

But neither the CIA nor the
military had the means to shoot a
missile or fire weapons at him
while he was being pho-
tugraphed.

Since then, the CIA-operated
“predator” unmanned reconnais-
sance aircraft with high-resolu-
tion cameras has been equipped
with helifire anti-tank missile
that can be fired at targets of
oppurtunity.

The technology was not oper-
ational at the time bin Laden was
caught on video, the report said.
The report said CIA's covert action
is a kev part of the Presidents
oftensive against terrorists, but

The Economic Time:

operations, |he officials were the agency is alse playing a critical
) quoted as saying. role in the defence against future
Osama: Back to the wall The overall military  and  terrorist attacks. _}/
A_J -
- —i——
e {k,




~UN sounds globa
" smallpox alert

Anthony Browne W -
London, Qctober 21

THE WORLD Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has set off alarm
bells against a smatlpox out-
break. Governments across the
world have been asked to produce
enough vaceine to protect people
against the disease.

The British Governinent last
week issued an emergency guid-
ance to health professionals on
how to deal with an outbreak.
“Smallpox is a sevious threat
because it is contagious, has a
fatality rate of 90 per cent, can
prove fatal within 48 hours and
few peopie have been vaccinated.
In case of a deliberate release, it
is tinlikely that single, mild cases
will aecur — it is more likely that
clusters of moderate to severe
disease will be seen,” the com-
muniqué said.

The WHO masterminded erad-
ication of smallpox in 1977 and
since the early Eighties has
advised Governments not to vac-
cinate, Thus, most people, who
are below 40 in the UK, have not
been immunised.

Fellowing the U8 anthrax
attacks, which has till now infect-
ed 38 people, possibilities of a
smallpox outbreak is so high that
WHO has ordered 300 million
doses of the vaccine from Cam-
bridge-based biotech company
Acambis. Medical studies sug-
gest that an outbreak in the US
could kill around a million peo-
ple in three months.

Last week, WHO director-gen-
eral Gro Harlem Bruntland told
the Smatlpox Advisory Group to
consider whether to ask all Gov-
ernments to go ahead with mass
vaccination.

It is a sethack for WHO, which
considered eradication of small-
pox its greatest achievement.
Moreover, the vaccination can
cause severe side effects, includ-

UK TOJAIL HOAXERS

ANTHR HOAXERS in
Britain will be put behind
bars under new stringent
laws Downing Street has
announced. They will be sen-
tenced up to seven Yyears.
Hoaxes involving biological,
chemical, radioactive or
nuclear weapons will be dealt
under the new legislation.
Under the current British law,
only hoaxes related to explo-
sive devices are an offence.
Prime Minister Tony Blair
and Home Secretary David
Blunkett agreed to the laws at
ameeting of the War Cabinet
last Thursday, following a
large number of hoaxes
involving threat of anthrax
spores arcund the country
over the past week,

AFP, London

ing permanent brain damage or
even death.

After its eradication, the
smallpox virus was kept in only
two laboratories in the world —
in Atlanta and Koltsovo in
Siberia. The last two samples
were due to be destroyed next
vear. However, a Soviet defector
revealed that the dying Commu-
nist regime used smailpox in a
missile programme. There have
been allegations that supplies
were sold to Irag and North
Korea.

Initial smallpox symptoms
include fever. severe headache,
back and chest pains and intense
anxiety Victims develop biotchy
rashes, often with purple lesions,
foliowed by a face rash similar to
sunburn and severe scarring.
Death can take occur within 48
hours to two weeks. There is no
treatment.

The Guardian
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-~ More suspicious lettefs in
Delhu, anthr_ax scare grips MP

i calls of “suspicious letters”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ?

NEW DELHIYBHOPAL, Oct. 20. —
Delhi Police continued receiving
reportedly laced with anthrax -
from different parts of the capital
for the third consecutive day.

All the letters have been sent to
the National Institute of Comm-
unicable Diseases for tests.

Some letters delivered in the
name of a Singapore-based firm,
“The Economist Newspaper Limi-

ted”, were received by a firm of

solicitors — Khaitan and Com-
pany — in Defence Colony, a pri-
vate firm in QOkhla, Deshbandhu
College in Kalkaji and a private
firm in GK-IL. The fifth letter was
spotted by a resident of Prashant
Vihar in Rohini.

Bhopal and Gwalior in Madhya
Pradesh have also been hit by the
anthrax scare. However, all sus-
pected cases have so far turned out
to be hoaxes.

AR

|\

A parcel from Maharashtra car-
rying a magazine and some kind of
powder, was received by Mr Ma-
dan Soni, deputy director of Bho-
pal’s Bharat Bhavan, a multi-art
complex, yesterday. The police, on
being informed, reached the com-
plex, seized the parcel and sent it
to a local laboratory for tests.

The SP, Bhopal, Mr Arun Pratap
Singh said today that the envelope
had tested anthrax negative. “There
was no anthrax bacteria in the enve-
lope addressed to the Bharat Bha-
van”, Mr Singh said. He added that
the powdery substance might have
come out of starch used the thin
cloth pasted inside the envelope.

Mr Singh appealed to people not
to panic. He urged them to immedi-
ately inform the police control room
or the nearest police station if they
received any “suspicious” letters.
The police has also sought informa-
tion from the postal department
and courier firms aboul “suspi-
cious” envelopes and parcels.

czT

Ji{r qul said police will take ac-
tion agamst pranksters.

Gwalior also hit the panic button
after three envelopes containing
“white powdery substance” were
received by three eminent resi-
dents of the city over the last few
days. The letters were addressed
to the Jiwaji University Vice-
Chancellor, Mr VP Saxena, the
Gajra Raja Medical College dean,
Dr SR Agrawal, and child special-
ist Dr KM. Belapurkar.

Gwalior police seized the letters

and sent them: for tests to the De-
fence Research Development Or-
ganisation local office. All three
envelopes were tested negative.
All the letters reportedly bore the
same handwriting and were pos-
ted from within the city.
Meerut: The anthrax scare has
reached Meerut. A retired prof-
essor yesterday received a letter
from Singapore. The letter has
been sent to the NICTD for anthrax
tests.
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~Same anthrax strain in '
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MARTIN FLETCHER
THE TIMES, LONDON

The hunt for America’s bio-
terrorists achieved its first
i breakthrough yesterday when
i scientists concluded that the
same strain of anthrax was
l used in the first three attacks.
Mr Tom Ridge, the Homeland
Security chief, said, the an-
thrax deposits used in the at-

|
%
|
[
|
'WASHINGTON, Oct. 20. -

i | tacks on American Media’s

' Florida headquarters, NBC’s

I New York studios, and Senator
" Tom Daschie’s office were “in-
i distinguishable®. He said, an-
thrax had not been “weaponise-

1 d” to make it more dangerous.
The revelation means, FBI
would now hunt for just one
' source, though Mr Ridge cau-
tioned, the source might have
? distributed batches of the an-

" NEw oASE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 20. — |
An aide to the Democratic |
leader in the House of
i Representatives today said |
jthat anthrax bacteria was.
| found in a mailroom located
in a House office building,'
three blocks from thel
]Capitol. — Reuters !
Investigators are now focus-
sing on a small area around
Trenton, New Jersey, where
two of the letters were posted
and where three postal work-
ers are being treated for pos-
sible infection. Yesterday, a
woman at the New York Post
became the seventh American
to be infected by the disease.
Anthrax spores were also dis-
covered at two more post offices

first three attackslza’l O

ities announced, the|apparent |
attack on a Microsoft pifice last
week was a false alarm. ‘
The Taliban regime in Af-
ghanistan, for the first time,
denied its involvement or that '
of Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qai- ’
da network in the spate of an-
thrax attacks. “We don’t even
know what anthrax is,” Mul- (
lah Abdul Salam Zaeef, the
Ambassador to Pakistan, said,
Mr George Bush, was scepti-
cal. “I don’t have any knowl- |
edge of a direct link to the en-
emy,” he said, “but I wouldn’t |
put it past them,” he zaid.
“Anthrax anxiety” spread
around the globe with scares
at the American embassies in
Sri Lanka and Fiji, the Brit-
ish Embassy in Pakistan, the 1
Duteh Prime Minister’s office,
Peru’s biggest telecom compa- |
ny, and a United Nation’s of- |

thrax to co-conspirators. in Florida. But Nevada author- fice in Kenya. Y
z/
p e -
A STATES:



Washington, October 20

Y
ANTHRAX TARGETS immune\
system cells, grappling them, \
sneaking inside and then mul-
tiplving until the cell bursts.
The newborn swarms of
anthrax bacteria spill out and
look for other cells to infest.

“We don't entirely under-
stand how anthrax kills,” D_ar-
rell Galloway, a molecular bl.OI'
ogist at Ohio State University
who is trying to make a new
anthrax vaccine, said in a tele-
phone interview. .

The Bacillus anthracis baqte-
ria starts out as a spore, wh_1ch
is a microbe’s-way of shutting
down and surviving hard
times. It has been shown to per-
sist for as long as 100 years, ::md
can survive being freeze-dried,
buried, and shot through a noz-

zle as an aerosol. '

The spores wait until they
find a congenial environment,
which for this bacterium is a
warm, wet place — like deep
inside a lung. There, they seek
out a place to replicate. For as
vet unknown reasons, they look
for immune system cells known
as phagocytes, a type of cells
that include macrophages.
These are the cells that sweep
the body for invaders, gsually
engulfing and destroying the
enemy.

But when they encounter
anthrax bacteria, the anthrax
uses a molecular doorway to
get into the cells and dlo what
bacteria do best — multiply.

So many of the rod-shaped
bacteria are produced that
eventually, the phagocyte
stretches to its limits and
bursts., Scores of rod-shgped
anthrax bacilli spill out into
the blood or lymph, and seek
other cells to infect. ]

As they grow, the bacteria
prodice a waste bypr_oduct of

poisons. One of these is known

Firemen it

as lethal
who cut
before er
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the body
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Thea 00ts global

n
- the set-
.1M govern-
wster of the Tal-

- officials of the Bush
.uistration have reportedly
-v0ached the idea with UN spe-
cial envoy Lakhdar Brahimi.
Brahimi, the recently-appoint-
ed UN point person for
Afghanistan, held extensive tatks
with Vice-President Dick Cheney,
Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage and other
senior officials on Friday.

Quoting UN officials, The

Washington Post has reported
that the focus of the talks on a
post-Taliban Afghanistan has
shifted from deploying a UN
beacekeeping force to the sta-
tioning of a muitinational force
that can oversee the formation of
an interim government.

India, which has been support-
ive of the Northern Aliance, is
in agreement with the [j§ posi-
tion that the next government
should be a broad-based one,
according due representation to
all ethnic groups.

The UN’s thinking on a multi-
national force is still to Ccrys-
tallise. Brahimi, in his recent
utterances, has not been enthusi-
astic ahout the UN running the
administration in Afghanistan
or even rushing with a peace-
keeping force. The odds which
Peacekeepers have faced in
Africa are still fresh in public
nemory,

In Afghanistan, foreign forces
could be confronted with added
problems. Brahimi himself hint-
ed at this earlier this week at the
UN headquarters by pointing out

—————

for

that the Afghans were “a very
broud people”. As the former
* Algerian Foreign Minister put it,
“They (the Afghans) don't like to
see foreigners there, especially
those in military uniforms.”

Addressing the acceptability -

issue, the Bush administration
has come up with the suggestion
that a force, composed essential-
ly of troops from Islamic coun-
tries, could be a viable alterna-
tive. Such a foree, it reckons, will
also be acceptable to the Muslim
nations. Washington is counting
on the fact that Turkey has
offered to lead a predominantly
Muslim force, a subject that was
brought up by Secretary of State
Colin Powell's nominee Richard
H Haass. But Brahimi himself is
unsure if that would make a
great difference to the Afghani
opposition to the idea of foreign
troops.

According to reports, officials
who attended a Security Council
meeting on Tuesday said the
council failed to recommend any
of the three main post-Taliban
options that were tabled.

This included holding a tribal
conclave, or Loya Jirga, under
the symbolic leadership of the
ex-King Zahir S$hah, sending in a
Muslim security foree along the
lines proposed by Turkey, and
forming a UN peacekeeping force
and installing a UN administra-
tion on the country,

Brahimi is believed to reflect
the doubts of the UN Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, about US

propesals for a UN administra-
tion of Afghanistan, along the
lines of the sort that took over
Cambodia.

Brahimi was quoted as saying,
“T very firmly say that the UN is
definitely...not seeking a transi-
tional administration or peace-
keeping or anything like that.”

Northern Alliance soidiers he

Brahimi said before hi
cussions with Bush admin
tion officials, “T think what
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i 'Anthrax Defence,

though, mercifully, no positive cases have vet been reported i
country. lndced, the many suspicious-looking envelopes that ¥
turned up int one or another place would seem to be more the handi-
work of mischief-makers. Yet, given the larger context of the terrorist
threat to India, it would be wise to remain alert to the danger of a future
bio-terrorism attack, and more so given the virtually free movement of
cattle in our parts. As is well known, anthrax is a natural discase among
cattle, which greatly increases the susceptibility of humans who live in
close proximity to the animals. The first obvious step is for the govern-
ment to spread awarencss about anthrax and communicate instructions
on dealing with it. Any suspicious packet has got to go to a forensic
laboratory, but the common man is hardly likely to know how Lo reach
it there. A more practical way to deal with the problem is to arrange for
the forwarding of such packets to the nearest palice station {which will
maintain a record) and from there to the lab for testing. It goes without
saying that these procedures cannot be dealt with in the usual
bureaucratic reactive manner, but with proactive responsibility vested
in the police and public health authorities. The prime minister has
constituted a board to deal with the issue. While countrywide measures
for precautionary steps will have to be formulated by that board, the
immediate practical steps will have to be publicised with the due
consideration of reassuring the pubiic.

As for global action, it may be worth recalling that there exists an
international treaty which expressly prohibits biological agents being
used as instruments of war. But the 1972 treaty proved to be flawed for
the reason that it did not allow verification provisions. Later advances
in biological sciences also made it necessary to redefine some of the
biological agents which should be brought within its purview. Some of
these concerns were discussed in the Conference on Disarmament and
indeed there were expectations that the treaty would be reinforced
with a verification organisation and inspection procedures on the lines
of the chemical weapons treaty. Tronically. the Bush administration
withdrew from the negotiations on the ground that the proposed
arrangements would be too intrusive in respect of the biomedical
industry. In retrospect, even bolstering that treaty might not have been
adcquate considering bio-terrorism has since passed into the hands of
nof-state actors. This entirely new angle has imposed a respensibility
on individual citizens to be particularly alert. And vet, that can only
happen when the international community outlaws the weapons and
makes their use a crime against humanity. The start has to be made by
the US, which needs to rethink its approach to the biclogical weapons
convention. The US, incidentally, is one of only two countries — the
other is Russia — that have still not destroyed their stockpiles of the
small pox virus, even though small pox has long been declared cradi-
cated by WHO. Should the small pox virus turn into a biological
weapon, it would be obvioys where the leak has come from. Another
Frankenstemn’s pfonster i the making? The international community
necds to pondet this. /1
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PRO-ACTIVE POLICY WILL CONTINUE: ADVANI

X\) \

By

NEW DELHI, OCT. 19. While ruling
out the possibilitv of aiming ar
terrorisl training camps across
the barder “at this point of tme”,
the Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani. today asserted rhat
the “pro-active” policy against
terrorists would continue.

{nay Kumar

“No, we are not atming at ter-
rorists training camps in Pakis-

tan-occupied Kashmir at this
point of time. We are looking for-
ward to this global battle against
terrorism and we want to make it
a success,” Mr. Advani said at a
pross conference.

“If one attacks you. it is perfect-
ly legitimate under international
law to excrcise our right of hot
pursuit, At this mament we are
not considering it.” he said in re-
ply to a question at the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club here.

Asscrting  that India would
firmly deal with the menace of
terrorisr, Mr. Advani said that
continuation of the “pro- aciive”
policy would mean nor looking
for terrarists 1o strike but going all
our to see wherever they were and
take action agaipst them,

ferrorists had becn
ue to the “remarkable

suceess’ of security forces in Jam-
mu and Kashmir in identifying
and eliminating militants. e said
that keenness from across the
barder 1o infiltrate more armed
and trained rterrorists had in-
creased and some exchanges of
fire had taken place on border in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Without mincing words, Mr.
Advani said that there had been
no problem in Jammu and Kash-
mir for the past so many years till
Pakistan faced defeal in three
wars with India. "It was then thai
it resolved to undertake a proxy-
war. It has terrorism as its princi-
pal plank and wanted 1o give an
Impression that terrorisin in Jam-
mu and Kashmir in the initial
stages was a rebellion. But all that
dried out in two vears, then it
starled sending mercenaries as
infillrators,” he said.

Accusing Pakistan of launching
a disinformation campaign fo-
cussed on Jammu and Kashmir,
Mr, Advani said that Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir had not wit-
nessed any elections and people
enjoyed no civil liberties there.

“In any way, terrorism in fam-
mu and Kashmir was not the do-
ing of the people of the State.
Thev want o Hve in peace. Tou-
rism which was the mainstay of
their earnings has been de-
stroyed. If Pakistan thought that
terrorism can serve to drive a
wedge, it was & mistaken notion,”
he said. He said the internatinnal
climate created against terrorism
would help Tndia in its long-
drawn campaign against the
scourge.

Asked if India got any assur-
ance from the 1.5, Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, that Pa-
kistan which was a part of the
UJ.S.-led coalition against terror-
ism did not provide a safe sanctu-
ary to terrorists and hijackers, he

said: “We have taken
whatever (en. Powell has been
saving. We understand that 1.5,
was keen 1o have Pakistan on its
side. Geography and strategy dic-
tate it."”

He reiterated that it would be
India’s task to fight and dcfear

note of

‘Terrorist camps across the
\* border not targeted now’

it with a "firm hand.” He said

there was ampie intelligence and
evidence to show that the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan was the
creation of the 15T of Pakistan and
the ISI had also been the “plan-
ner, instigator and supporter of
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir

any brand of terrorism directed art

and other parts of India.”

jair counsels restraint

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, OCT. 19. The British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, has
urged India and Pakistan to exercise "restraint” and said the only
way 1o resolve their differences is through negotiations, “not
through violence.” "We are in close contact with India, as also Pakis-
tan,” he told reporters at a Downing Street Briefing. Indian diplo-
matic sources confirmed that India and Britain were engaged in
"‘high-level” contacts.

Mr. Blair said Britain recognised “feelings in India” over cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir and appreciated the fact
that New Delhi accepted the need for restraint. In response to a
question, he acknowledged that there was “tension’ in the region

but repeatedly counselled caution, Ilis re-
marks, three days after India’s punitive ’
action against the Pakistani army, were
seen as reflecting concern here that an
escalation in tension could create difftcul-
ties for the Pakistan President, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, at a time when he is
“braving” domestic opposition to help
tite U.5.-led aliiance in Afghanistan.
Earlier, a senior aide of Mr, Blair em- !
phasised that during his New Delhi visit, '
Mr. Blair had a “very good meeting” with
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
pavee. He disagreed with the view in the
lndl.m medla that Mr. Blair did not fully address India’s worry over
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, and said the British side did not get
that impression in its discussions with Indian leaders.

Indian diplomat here stressed that Britain recognised that India
was a "‘responsible” country and would not do anything to “compli-
cate” the international coalition’s task in fighting terrorism. They
said the British Government was aware that the Indian action earlier
this week was intended to “repulse” the infiltrators fromn across the
border.

A spokesman of the Indian High Commission said, “we appreciate
that Britain has full understanding of India’s position. They recoy- <
nise that while India has legitimate concerns about cross-horder |
terrorism, we have not done anything to escalate the situation.”
o
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“Scarce small
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WALL STREET JOURNAL:

MALLPOX — whose

worldwide eradication in

1980 is hailed as public
health’s greatest miumph ~— has
turned from success story o bio-
weapons spectre in the wake of the
Sept 11 terror attacks.

Now public-health officials are
scrambling to gird against a sce-
nario involving intentionat release
of smalipox virus on a valnerabie
population with waning immunity
against the disease. The Health and
Hurman Services Department offi-
ctals have been meeting to develop
aplan forvaccinating the US popu-
lstion in the event of a smallpos dis-
covery and have also developed a
smallpox  emergency  response
plan. “The next big issue we're
looking at is being prepared for
smallpox,” the official said.

A bio-weapons programme in
the erstwhtile Soviet Union stock-
pited smallpox virus for weapons
throughout the 19705 and 1980s
and also experimented on a hybrid
doomsday bug that would fuse
smalipox virus with the Ebola virus.

While the Soviet’s civilian bio-
weapons programme, known as
Biopreparat, was dismantled in
1992, experts fear its military re-
tains the expertise. Experts debate
whethier rogue nations or terrorist
groups possess it. Smallpox, unlike
anthrax, Is highly contagious. One
attack could mushroom mnto an
epidermic with geometric growth,

Public-heaith doctors agree
that the US population remains
vuinerable to a smallpox outhreak.
Roughly the youngest ane-third of
Americans — those 29 years old
and vounger — were never vaccl-
raied. Fro-thirds of Amencans
were vaccinated in childhood or
upon entering . the military, but
have waning immunity. Stores of
conventional vaccine have dwin-
died to 15 million doses.

Vaceination with the old-style

SRR E G OB ENE R LTS (RSN . ! 4
s & & i i

r\ \

Vaccine mdd from COWDOK {vac-
ctnia) virus wag pioneered by Ed-

ward Jenner 1:1\798 after it was ob-
served milkmaidy clear complexion
slemmed from their natural immu-
nity acquired from this occupa-
tional disease. The shot-— usuallva
squirt of juice and a hail of eight to
13 pinpricks —was a childhood rite
of passage for baby bocrers and
older Americans who still bear a
round, mottledscar on the arm. But
the risk of side ctfects amid the wan-
ing threat of natural smallpox,
forced the discontinuation of rou-
tine vaceination in a phaseout be-
ginning with children in 1972, and
military recruits from 198010 1990.

About 114 million Americans
born after 1972 fall into the most
vulnerable category of the “vaccine
natve”. On top of that, most Ameri-
cans with a single vaccination saw
thelr immunity wane after 10 years
1 levels of dubtous protection.
Ornly usmall group of people tested
in a triple vaccine combo at birth,
eight yeurs and 18 years are thotght
tohave durable immunity,

“It must be assumed that the
population i highly susceptible to
infection,” concluded smalipox pio-
neer Donald A Hendersop and his
colleagues in the Working Group
on Civilian Bio-defense at Johns
Hopkins University in their study of

smallpox as & biological weapon in

the Journal of the American Med-
wal Assogiation.

Despite the villnerability, some
residual vaccine power of “immuno-
logical memory” may remain in
those who got childhood shots.
“They fade, but they don‘t switch off
like the sell-by dawe on food in the re-
frigerator,” said GiGi Kwik, an im-
munologist. Thercfore, people who
have beenvaceinated are thought to
be at less risk of death from the dis-
case. To remedv the vaccine short-
aze, and the acute apprehension it
has spawned, American public-
health officials have moved on sev-
cral frontsin recent days.

Ipox vaccme raises fears

P OWD ER PARANOIA

B We don't even know what anthrax is.
— Taliban Pak envoy dénying their hand in the scare

B ISLAMABAD: Scare reaches Pakistan. A Pak employee at the British
High Commission in Islamabad tests negative for anthrax after corning
info contact with a white powder Il LONG BEACH: An emplovee of
histortc ship Chazen Mary i charged with threatening to use a weapon
of mass destruction after he writes DANGER, DO NOT OPEN,
ANTRAX on a bucket of yotten beans and chill B COLOMBO: An-
“thrax scare hits the US and Australian embassics in St Lanka, with both
receiving suspicious mail on Friday M RABAT: The US Embassyin Mo-
‘Tocte receives aletter cont: mmgau Tite powder, but it turns curtobe a
fatse atarm M FLIL A suspicious letier delvered 1o the US Embassy in
Fiji. employecs whe handled it administered antibiotics IMLONDON:
British Partiarnent delaysitsopening by an hour on Friday after 1 package
_vontaining white; powder i fousd ia the House of Commons 8
BUENOS AIRES: Argentine health authoritics say fests-on a letter

“they contiol the USmedia” A pmbe is on I WASHINGTON: Tragi!

 missions into; Saddain tountty to gather information on anthrax M
-CANBERRA: The wite of Australian Deputy Prime Minister John An-|
- derson getsaletier containiric white powder ITHE HAGUE: The office
.of Datch Pame Minister Win Kok in The Hague s evacuated after an

atichor Tom Brokaw says the dothrax-contaminated le
“and Senator Tora Daschie both referred to September 11 atf

. workereémployed whire the two fetiers were pcasunarked sts po:
: for skm anthr; 's{_ ’Ihe dxsumry B slgmﬁwm asit nat_rows dos _
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fromithe US show.that the presence of anghrax: sporeswas “highlyprob
able” WTOKYO; A Japanese TV network comes under firg afterone of |
“its commernitators says “Jewswere targeted for anthrax attacks becatse |

Oppm]txon in exile here getsinto action, asks the US to finance urgent|

- envelopewith asuspect substance is received ITWASHINGTON:INBC

* Americd andboth evoked Allah @ TRENTON: A New Jersey postal]




~Anthrax [scare

‘spread

v
FROM STEVE PAGAg} v

London, Oct. 18 (Reuters): An-
thrax scares spread today with the
positive testing of a woman work-
ing with US TV news anchor Dan
Rather and the first confirmed
case of attempted contamination
outside the United States.

A CBS staffer working with
veteran newsmay Rather in New
York tested positive for skin an-
thrax, CBS News president Andre
Hayward said. She was expected
to make a full recovery.

Fear that the rising number of
incidents could be part of a biolog-
ical attack on the United States
was unsettling governments and
rattling the nervousness already
pervading financial markets.

Concern worldwide rose dra-
matically yesterday after news
that 31 US congressional staffers
had so far tested positive for expo-
sure to the potential germ warfare
bacteria. Around 50 people have
heen exposed to anthrax or been
infected with it across the United
States. One has died.

CBS became the third major
US TV network to be hit by the po-
tential gerrn warfare bacteria.
NBC said last week that an assis-
tant to NBC-T'V News anchor Tom
Brokaw tested positive, and ABC
News said on Monday anthrax
was detected in the seven-month-
old baby son of a producer who
had brought the child to her work-
place.

Washington suspects but has
nofirm evidehce the spread is tied
to Osama bin Laden, its chief sus-
pect for the September 11 suicide
attacks on the United States,
which killed 5,400 people.

The US govarnment offered a
31 million reward today for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and
conviction of those responsible
for sending anthrax, the FBI said.

But anxiety that cases could in-
fect other parts of the globe deep-

AN

s wide

(o Q\®

ened wheh Kenya became the first
country outside the United States
to confirm a positive anthrax case.

Health minister Sam Ongert
said a letter posted to a Nairobi
businessman from Atlanta via
Miami tested postive for anthrax.
Four members of his family came
into contact with the letter. He
said the family would be tested
once the strain of anthrax was
identified.

“Yesterday...three suspected
cases (of anthrax) were reported
to the ministry,” Ongeri told a
news conference. “One of these
samples tested positively by stain
and smear.”

Since the spread, governments
worldwide have beefed np securi-
ty, including Chind, where US
President George W. Bush arrived
today for a meeting with 21 Asian
FPacific Jeaders. The Kremlin said
it had stepped up security in re-
sponse to the rash of anthrax
scares. “Given the latest events
and the threat of bacterial terror-
ism, we have reinforced detailed
visual control on incoming mail
in the department,” Interfax news
agency quoted a Kremlin official
as saying.

Financial markets, already
strained by economic uncertainty
after September’s suicide air at-
tacks on the United States, fell
again as investors pulled out of
stocks on Wall Street and across
Asia.

“The concern for the moment
is the escalation of anthrax at-
tacks and higher anxiety levels,”
said Alan Ackerman, chief mar-
ket strategist at Fahnestock & Co
in New York. Britain, aware it too
could become a target because of
its lead support for US-led air
strikes on Afghanistan, faced
more disruption when a suspi-
cious letter addressed to Prime
Minister Tony Blair was detected
at one of the country’s busiest post

offices, //’
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Endurlng interests in the war agalnst terrorism

STAR

The se

RIME MINISTER Atal Bi-
hari Vajpavee recently ad-
mitted that there isseme dis-
appointment in India that
the US is not as sensitive to Tndian con-
cems on ferronsm & we had expected. |
was told by senior members of the US
establishment over the lust three weeks
that the US is also disappointed about
India not appreciating the extent 10
which the LS campaign against terror-
ism issafeguarding Indian security con-
cems. It is in thiscontext of mutual dis-
appointments that US Secretary of
State Colin Powell held discussions in
New Delhion October [oand 17.

Tt rankles public opinion in India
that the US chose Pakistan over Indiu
| as an active partner in its campaign
against intermational ierrutism, despile
India offering unconditional support to
the US. Indeed, the US has suppoted
Pakistan on the issue of Kaﬂshn
against Indian interests. It scoms the
US Is not interested in aciing against
terrorism sponsoree by Pakistan, Itis
only concerned with terrorism divected
against iself and its allies i Western
Europe and Japan. Also, that the
restoration of economic and military
assistance in retum for its support will
strengthen Pakistan’s position. This is
bound to adversely atfect Indian secu-
rity interests resulting in an arms race in
thesubcontinent.

Powell's statement that Kashmir is
“acentral issue” in Indo-Puk relatinis
hasbeen objected to by India, Tndiz as-
serted that it is cross-border terrorism
and not Kashmir which 1s the central
rissue. These disappointments were
conveyed to Powell during his discus-
sions with our political leaders, Pow-
ell’s responses were based on the fol-
lowing assumptions;

First, there is a genuine apprecia-
tion of the sympathy and support ex-
tended by India to the US. Second,
Pakistan has been made a partner in
the coalition due to substantive gea-
strategic and operational reasons.
Third, the cooperation between Pak-
istan and the US is not going to erode
t Indo-US relations i any manner.

Fourth, although unstated, the US co-
opted Pa]ustan into its anti-terrerist
coalition (specially (v operatonal
terms) under some pre-conditions,
These have resulted in Musharraf dis-
sociating bis government from the ex-
tremist Taliban factions in Afghanistan
and from Gsama bin
Laden and the Al-
(Qaeda movement.
Musharmaf  has
al been persuaded
w0 arrest fundamen-
talist leaders like Fa-
Zlur Rehmanand ke
restrictive action aga-
inst cxtremist parties
and political groupsin
Pakistan. Musharraf
has transferred or re-

J.N. Dixir

located in Prkistan. 1 \1 {

The US has repeatedly emphasised
ihat the campaign against terorism
willbe long drawn out and will target all
categories of international terrorism.

The US military campaign in
Afghanistan jeading to the elimina-
tion of terrorist train-
ing camps and arms
stockpiles there may
significantly  reduce
the capacities of ter-
Tofsts onginating in
Afghanistan and Pak-
islan fo operale aga-
inst India.

The US and India
have signed an agree-
ment during Powell's
Visit to counter inter-

To expect the US to designate Pakistan
as a terrorism-sponsoring state whenitis a
participant in their campaign against
tetrorism is impractical

wved seven out of 1 senior army
commanders, whoe opposed his sup-
port tothe US. Of themn, General Aziz
and the I8 chief, General Mehmood
Ahmad, were active in fomenting ter-
rorist in Kastimir.

Porwell, while stating that Kashinir
iscentral to normalising Indo-Pakistan
relations in Islamabad, had also men-
tioned that the terrorist bombing of the
J&K Assembly was wrong and unnc-
ceptabic. He also emphasised that aso-
tution to the Kashumir issue has to be
achicved by bilateral negotiations be-
tween India and Pakistun.

In earlier official statements, the
USgovernment had stressed that while
these negotiations take place, the exist-
ing Line of Control and boundaries
should be respected by allconcemed.

The LIS has frozen the assets of not
just the Al-Queda movement and
other foreign trganisations finked with
it in Burope and elsewhere, but aiso
those of the extremist Islamic groups

nutional terrorist activities, with legal
and juridical provisions which con-
solidates the existing institutional
consuttative artangements to cou-
nteTterrorism.

The US government is not interud-
ing 1o tilt towards Pakistan to the detri-
met of Indo-US reiations.

Musharraf’s govermiment could be
persiaded to adopt a more rational
and practical approach towards India
in the momentum of Pukistani policies
supporting the US against terrorism,
even if this phenomenon emerges un-
der pressure and with reservations,
This may be conducive to the begin-
ning of a gradual exercise of resuming
substuntive Indo-Pakistan dialogue.

The US govemment feels thut the
Indian media and public opinion arc
not taking sufficient cognisance of
ihese positive trends which is the best
that the US can do for India at this
stage within the framework of its own
national interests. To expect the US to

if-reliance miantra

designate Pakistan as a terrorism-

sponsoring state when Pakistan is an
active participant in their campaign
against terronism isimpractical.

A government under the lesder-
ship of the Narthern Alliance camnot
be stable in Afghanistan because it
consists mainly of Uzbeks, Tathiks and
some Hazaras. Al the three are mi-
nority communitics in Afghanistan,
compared to the combined demo-
sranhic size of the Pathans or the
Pushtoons. Any new government in
Afghanistanwould have to have large-
scale representation of various seg-
ments of the Pushtoon tribes,

Given the recent controntation be-
tween the Pushtoons and non-Push-
1o0ns i Afghanistan, creating a coali-
tion of representatives of alt the
constituent ethmic groups would be a
delicate exercise, The Musharraf gov-
srnment may also resort to diverting
extremist Islamic resentment towards
India fom thewr present focus against
the Pakistan government, a situation
pregnant with negative security impli-
cations for India

During Poweli’s visit 1o Istamabad,
Pukistan demanded the full restora-

tionof multi-faceted relations between

the US and Pakistan and withdrawal
of sanctions against Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons and missile capacities. Also,
thatthe US should not include the vio-
lence occurming in Kashomir within the
ambit of its anti-terrorist campaign
and should put pressure on India to
compromise on the Kashmir issue with
Pakistan. Powell's reported response
was positive on the first, second and
fourth demands with some riders
which respeet Indian concerns and
sensitivities,

The central message for India in
these developnients is two-fold: First,
that we should not predicate our poli-
cies taking the TS or Pakistani policics
for granted. These would be focussed
o0 their respective national interests,
Second, that India would have to be
primarily self-reliant in resolving its
probiems related o terrorsm and in
Meanidging (s secunty enviromment. _,
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‘" Close watch on overseas lyapil

NEW DELH), OCT. 18. A closc watch is
being maintained on all interna-
tional mail in the wake of the an-
thrax scare. "We are keeping our
fingers crossad and maintaining a
close  watch  on  international
mail,”  the Member-Secrerary
{Operations) of the Postal Dopart-
ment, Mr. Gautam Gupta, said
here.

He said mail sorters had been
asked Lo foltow all norms, includ-
ing those prescribed by the Uni-
versal Postal Union of the United
~Nations. They should wear gloves
and masks while opening suspi-
cious-looking mail.

The National Institule of Com-
miinicable Diseases 1s examining
wao envelopes received fromn a
private hospital and a police sta-
tiun here for 1he presence of any
anthrax spores. These had some
powdery substances and, though
preliminary investigation did not
show the presence of anthrax, the
instilute is carrying our detailed
investigations, according w irs
Director, PDr.K K. Dutra,

Though the Postal Department
had not stopped receiving or
sending any mail. the letters for
the U.S. were bheing closely maon-
itored. “We can subject a letrer
suspecred of carrying anthrax to
undergo some tests before being

sent to the addr(;:.hee Mr. Gupla
said. Lvloth 4
Meanwhile, a réport from Kochi
said there were repoerts ol anthrax
scare from parts of Kerala, with
the latest case coming from 1Ti-
punithura where a person re-
ceived a letter from Malaysia
smeared witle a “whine powder”

Reward for catching
culprits

WASHINGTON, SEPT, 48. The United
States today posted a $ 1 million
reward for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of
“terrorist” culprits whe sparked
a germ warfare atert by mailing
anthrax,

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) Director, Mr. Robert
Mueller, said his agency and the
U.S. Posial Service were combin-
ing to offer the reward, part of a
huge probe into the scare, in
which news anchors, politicians
and jourpalists had been mailed
anthrax.

Mr. Mueiler announced "a re-
ward of up to $ 1 million for in-
formation leading to the arrest
and conviction of those respon-
sible for terrorist acts of mailing
anthrax”. — AFP

es
mg the \\hlte po dn.’r the (ldf
dressee,  Mr.  Govindaswamy,
informed policemert who have re-
ferred it to the district medical au-
thorities.  Anthrax scares  have
been reported from the districts
of  Pathanamthitza,  Alappuzha
and Kottayam.

The Union Ilealth Ministry is
also making concerted effons to
educate people on the diseases
that terrorists might 1y to spread
through bxolnglc al weapons.

Mystery parcels at
IAF station

By Our Special Correspondeni

CHENNAI, OCT. 18. The receipt of
two “mysterious parcels” at two
key installations ncar here sent
officials into a tizzy.

The Director-General of Police,
Mr. B.P. Nailwal, said the parcels
containing “some powder’ were
received at the Indian Air Force
Starion, Tambaram, and at the
nuclear power plant at Kalpak-
kam. Officers at the installations
handed them over 10 police who
sent them for lab apalvsis. Senior
Government officials said the re-
sults were awaited.
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,\Q -4 4 By Our Special Correspandent \, 0

" NEW DELHI, OCT. 16. The Union Cabinet tonight Yip-

proved the promulgarion ol the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance, 2007, clearing the decks for a new
anti-terrorism law thar will ultimately replace the
lapsed Terrorists and Disruptive Activities (Preven-

fion) Act ITADA).

Briefing reporters after the Cabinet meeting, the
Parliamentary Affairs and Communications Minis-
ter, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, said the draft ordinance
has a number of safeguards to protect the intcrests
of the accused.

The safeguards include confirmation of the First
Information Report (FIR) by the Pirector-General of
Police and the Review Committee within 10 days
and a month respectively and immediate intimation
of the arrest of accused to a family member.

Other safeguards are: investigation of an offence
under the ordinance to be done by anr officer not
helow the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police,
permission to a legal practitioner to remain present
during interrogation of the accused, recording of
confession by a police officer not below the rank of
Deputy Superintendent of Police, and reduction in
the maximum period of police remand from 60 days

under TX¥DA to 30 days.
Thefroposed ordinance also casts a duty on the

\

rdinance on terrorism approved

persons knowingly in pessession of informarion re-
lating te offences and also dubs as offence the failure
to furnish information deliberarely required by an
investigating officer.

I'he (errorist act has been defined as an act per-
lormed by using weapons and explosive substances
or other methods in 2 manner as to cause or likely to
cause death or injuries to @ny person or persons vr
loss or damage to property or disruption of essential
supplies and services with intent o threaten the uni-
ty and integrity of India or to strike terror in any
section of the people.

The Cabinet also approved the withdrawal of the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance 1995 which
is at present pending in the Rajya Sabha. It was
further examined by an inter- ministerial group. It
was found ro be too weak to provide a legal frame-
work for combating terrorism.

The new anti-terrorism measure has been fash-
foned more or less on the lings of the Prevention of
Terrortsm Bill, 2000, which was drafted by the Law
Commission about a year ago. It could be made the
basis of an Act during the coming winter session of
Parliament. Afrer the Cabinet’s approval, it has
moved a step closer towards promulgation of the
ordinance by the President which will arm the lav
enforcing agencies with similar powers as availa
in a duly enacted law to combat terrorism.
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DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM -
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 16. — Fears of
bio-terrorism gripped the world today as
anthrax cases in the USA rose and a
spate of hoaxes, false alarms and uncon-
firmed attacks were reported elsewhere.
The anthrax scare came to Capitol Hill
yesterday when a letter with the bacteri-
um was found at the office of Senate Ma-
jority Leader, Mr Tom Dashcle. The Con-
gress today shut parts of a Senate office
building as a precautionary measure.
Mail to the Congress was stopped indefi-
nitely. The Capitol Hill has been cor-
doned off and visits by public cancelled.
A seven-month old boy, son of a ABC
Television employee in New York, be-
came the latest anthrax victim. He had
visited the television network’s office on

Anthrax scare grips the

SEVEN-MONTH-OI.D CHII.D FALLS VICTIM

28 September for a birthday party and
is believed to have contracted the dis-
ease from there. The number of people
infected by the disease has risen to four.
At a Microsoft office in Reno, Nevada,
a letter returned from Malaysia was
found to carry anthrax. Six employees
are being kept under close watch.
The anthrax scare has eclipsed the on-
going war in Afghanistan. Immediately
after the anthrax letter was found in Mr
Daschle’s office, staff of 12 Congress
members reported receiving suspicious-
looking letters with threats.
A post office in New Jersey has become
the focal point of investigations since
the letters received at NBC and at Mr.
Dagschle’s office were mailed from there.

Hundreds of medical experts and re-
searchers are examining the powdery
substance in the letters at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in
Atlanta, the US Army Medical Research
Institute of Infectious Diseases at Fort
Detrick, Maryland, and other facilities.
Police and investigators are examining
the offices of CNN and other television
networks. The New York Times, where a
suspicious letter tested negative for an-
thrax last week, rarried a rare front-
page announcement today, in response
to readers’ concerns, that the newspaper
is not printed at its Manhattan facility
and hence its safe to handle the paper.

The samples of anthrax collected from
the letters are being examined to see if

e world
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they are from the same source and of
same kind. It has been determined that
they are all lab-produced as against nat-
urally occurring ones, that are usually
contracted from contacts with animals.
These findings will help determine if
these were acts of terrorism linked to Osa-
ma bin Laden. For now, there are fears
that some locals could be exploiting the
nation's state of mind to spread panic.
London Stock Exchange scare:
Twelve persons were taken to a hospital
today after a suspicious package was
delivered at the London Stock Ex-
change, adds AP. British police has re-
ceived several anthrax-related hoaxes
and has warned Britons to be on guard
and watch their mails carefully.

B Anthrax spores spawned in
former Soviet Union, page 9
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By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, OCT. 6. Like 4 raging forest
fire, the anthrax scare is spreading
across Europe afier several suspi-
cious envelopes were sent to ma-
jor Government agencies and
businesses.

On Monday, police evacuated
three public buildings and sent 55
people to hospital for tests. So far,
the tests in France have proved
negative and French Health Min-
ister, Mr, Bernard Keuchner, said;
"There is nothing in these powd-
ers, This was confirmed over-
night. Further tests are underway,
but injtial examination has re-
vealed no trace of anthrax.”

In Paris, the police evacualed
the offices of the Luropean Space
Agency and College de France, an
academic body, after envelopes
containing a white powder were
sent there. Mr. Jacques Kerdon-
cuff, Paris fire chief toid reporters
that the conlents of the envelopes
were discovered at College de
France, a national credit facility
and one of the offices ol the Min-
istry of Finance, “There is always
the possibility of hoaxes and
pranksters although such jokes
are in exiremely poor taste. We
are taking these threats very seri-
ously and each one will be ver-
ified,” he said.

The people who found the
powders said the substance had
no naticeable odour and did not
cause itching ar burning.

Reports from Berlins say police
sealed off the mail room at the
city office of the German Chan-
cellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder, af-
ler emplovees noticed white
powder trickling out of a puckage.
A Government spokesman said
Mre, Schroeder was not in the
building when the package was
discovered. Two such packages
were reported from other German
cities. [Agency reports sald tests
carried out on the package deliv-
ered at Mr, Schroeder’s office did
not find any trace of anthrax).

(rerman postal authorities said
they had temporarily closed down
two serting offices. Mr. Reinhard
Kurth, Director ol the Robert
Koch Tnstitute, Germany's na-
tional centre for rescarch on epi-
demics, warned the people in a
television interview to leave all
suspicious packages alone and
tmmediacely alert the police.
“Don't hreathe, don't touch,
dnn't taste,” he said.

Similar scares have been re-
ported from the Netherlands,
Switzerland, Spain and Gibralter,
a major British military base.

AFP reports from Moscow:

Thirty-six people in Russia’s
eastern Tuva republic have un-
dergone tests in hospiral after
coming into contact with animals

.
"o Anthrax scare spreads across Europe ,, .

BIO-TERRORISM / SUSPICIOUS COVERS BEING MAILED

i

A WORLD ‘ENVELOPED’ BY FEAR: (From left) The U.5. Senate Majority Leader, Mr. Tom Daschle, who received a letter in
his office which tested positive for anthrax.The New York Mayor, Mr. Rudolph Giuliani, opens an envelope himself to reassure
citizens and allay their fears. South Korean masked postal employees screen mail at a post office in Seoul while a fireman
wearing protective clothing is scrubbed down by a cofleague after carrying a suspect letter from a building in 5t. Kilda road
Melbourne, Australia, on Tuesday. — AP/AFP

suffering from anthrax, (zieestia
reported on Tuesday.

fsolated cases of anthrax have
been registered in Russia over the
vears but the paper said no such
cases had been seen in humans in
Tuva since 1987,

Unlike in the 1J.5. and several
other countries, no letters con-
taining suspicious powder have
been found in Russia.

U.S. tightens
security

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 16. Vheve is fur-
ther heightened security in the
United States afier the Senate
Majority Leader, Mr. Tonm Das-
chle, received a lewer in his office
which tested positive for anthrax.

And investigative authorities
are taking to media rooms all over
the country after a seven-month-
old son of a media producer has
been diagnoscd with anthrax. The
child had apparcntly spent some
time in the news ronm :ast
month.

In a chilling experience, the an-
thrax scare has come to Washing-
wn and on Capitol Hill itself. All
tours have been suspended indef-
initely and security has been
tightened. The Bush administra-
tton is seriously exploring the iink
between anthrax and Osama bin
Laden.

There is no word yet on wheth-
er unyone in Mr. Daschle’s office
has tested positive. But precau-
tions are being taken with aides
possibly involved with the Sen-
ator’s mail being tested and treat-
ed with antibiotics. "“"They are

innocent people caught up in a
matter for which they have noth-
ing to do. [ am very, very disap-
pointed and  angercd”, Mr.
Daschle said.

At the White House, the Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, main-
tained that “'there may be some
possible Jink” between the an-
thrax incidents and Osama. I
wouldn’t put it past him. but we
don't have anv hard evidence'.
he said.

What is becoming a worrisome
phenomenon here among the
general public and the adminis-
tration is that from a few scat-
tered cases in Florida, the scarc is
taking on a national dimension.
One of the areas of investigation
is on any pattern to the mailings.
For instance, at least two letters
including the one 1o Mr. Daschile
have been mailed from a partic-
ular post office in New Jersey.

Extra precautions are being tak-
en in the White House with re-
spect to mail and other deliveries.
The National Security Advisor, Dr.
Condoleczza Rice, in saying that
she was not aware of any tainted
letters being delivered, said extra
care was being taken. "Like every-
bady elsc, we are heing cautious
about what we open’™, Dr. Rice
said,

Our
writes:

With the anthrax attacks in the
United States being described as
“acts of ferrorism’.  worrving
guestions arise about the sort of
biological warfare capabilities
which terrorist groups may have
developed.

The letters sent to a senior 1.5,
Senator, the NBC television in

Science  Correspondcent

New York and to the Microsoft of-
fice in Nevada were found to con-
tain anthrax spores.

I'he question is where did those
who perpetrated these acts of ter-
rorism get the anthrax spores?
Above all, the issue is whether the
attacks demonstrate that some
terrorist group has developed bi-
ological warfare capabilities.

The anthrax bacterium is quite
casy to grow and was, therefore,
one of the first to be cultivated in
the laboratory, according to Lt
Gen. D. Raghunath, a medical mi-
crobiologist who retired as the Di-
rector-General of the Armed
Forces Medical Services and cur-
rently heads the Sir Thorahiji Tata
Centre [or Tropical Diseases sit-
uated in the campus of the Indian
[nstitute of Science,

To survive adverse conditions,
such as when its food supply is
running out, the anthrax bacteri-
um forms spores which can re-
main infective for years. Although
anthrax is primarily a disease of
hoofed anirnals, humans can also
get infected by the spores.

This spore-formation can also
be induced in the laboratory. One
way would be to let the culture
medium containing the anthrax
evaporate and drv up. A'terna-
tively, equipment such az a ly-
phelizer could be used o dry the
anthrax culture. The dried mass
would then have to be powdered.

The cultivation of anthrax and
making fine particles containing
the spores would, however, re-
quire special clean rooms and
safe handling facilities, observes
Lt. Gen. Raghunath.

Anyone with a reasonabic
knowledge of bacteriology would
be able to cultivate anthrax in the
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laboratory and make the spore-
containing powder, according
Dr. Kalyan Banerjee, tormer di-
rector of the National Institute of
Virclogy at Pune and a person
who has served on Indian dele-
gations for the Biological Weap-
ons Convention. But using it as a
biological weapan would reguire
turning a laboratory technique in-
1o a manufacturing process. Even
this step, he believes, should not
be weo difficult.

But before any of this can be
done, a particularly virulent strain
has to be found. Dr. Amyv Smith-
son of the Henry L. Stimon Centre
in Washington D.(. points out in
a paper that though catde could
be found globally, isolating the
right strain of anthrax was time-
consuming. But she also savs that
there are other ways (o get seed
cultures of virulenr strains. For in-
stance, 553 culture collections in
28 countries possess the anthrax
bacteriuni.

If it turns out that the powder
containing anthrax spores used in
the U.S. attacks were indeec
made by some terrorist group, |
would show that no more biolo
ical warfare capabilities are
preserve  of mational  gove
ments. Such technological ce
bilities could, therefore, grot
sophistication and spread to
er terrorist organisations,

If a terrorist group inte)
cause mass casualties, they
also need to create a clouc
particles carrying the
agenl. This could be dor
ing explosives or spe
signed sprayers. A gr
technical skills may no
cessively difficult to de
a capability, savs Dir.



A s

yi

v

4
By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, OCT.Y&. Like a raging forest
fire, the anthrax scare is spreading
across Europe after several suspi-
cious envelopes were sent {o ma-
jor Governrment agencies and
businesses.

On Monday, police evacuated
three public buildings and sent 55
people to hospital for tests. So far,
the tests in France have proved
negative and French Health Min-
ister, Mr. Bernard Kouchner, said:
“There is nothing in these powd-
ers. This was confirmed over-
night. Further tests are underway,
but initial examination has re-
vealed no trace of anthrax.”

In Paris, the police evacuated
the offices of the European Space
Agency and College de France, an
academic body, after envclopes
conzaining a while puwder were
sent there, Mr, Jacques Kerdon-
cuft, Paris fire chief wld reporters
that the conients of the envelopes
were discovered at College de
France, a national credit faciliey
and one of the offices of the Min-
istry of Finance. “There is always
the possibility of hoaxes and
pranksters although such jokes
are in extremely poor taste. We
are taking these threats very seri-
ously and each one will be ver-
ified,” he saic.

The people who found the
powders said the substance had
no noticeable ndour and did not
cause itching or buming.

Reports from Berlin sav police
sealed off the mail room at the
city office of the German Chan-
cellor, Mr. Gerhard Schroeder, af-
ter  employees noticed white
powder trickting our of a package.
A Government spokesman said
Mr. Schroeder was not in the
building when the package was
discovered. Twe such packages
were reported from other German
cities. {Agency reports said tests
carried out on the package deliv-
ered at Mr. Schroeder’s office «id
not find any trace of anthrax;.

German postal authorities said
theyv had temporarily closed down
twn sorting offices. Mr. Reinhard
Kurth, Director of the Robert
Koch Institute, Germany's na-
tional centre for research on epi-
demics, warned the peaple in a
television interview to leave all
suspicious packages alone and
immediately alert the police.
“Don't breathe, don't touch,
don’t taste,” he said.

Similar scares have been re-
ported from the Netherlands,
Switzerland, Spain and Gibralter,
a major British military base.

AFP reports from Maoscow:

Thirty-six people in Russia's
eastern Tuva republic have un-
dergone tests in hospital after
coming into contact with animals

BIO-TERRORISM / SUSPICIOUS COVERS BEING MAILED
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» Anthrax scare spreads across Europe ., .
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A WORLD 'ENVELOPED’ EY FEAR: (From left) The U.S. Senate Majority Leader, Mr. Tom Daschle, who received a letter in
his office which tested positive for anthrax.The New York Mayor, Mr. Rudelph Giuliani, opens an envelope himself to reassure
citizens and allay their fears. South Korean masked postal employees screen mail at a post office in Seoul while a fireman
wearing protective clothing is scrubbed down by a colleague after carrying a suspect letter from a building in $t. Kilda road
Melbourne, Australia, on Tuesday. — AP /AFP

suffering from anthrax, lzvesfia
reported on Tuesday.

Isolated cases of anthrax have
been registered in Russia over the
vears but the paper said no such
cases had heen seen in humans in
Tuva since 1987,

Unlike in the U.S. and several
other countries, no letlers con-
taining suspictous powder have
been found in Russia.

U.S. tightens
security

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 16. There is fur-
ther heightened security in the
United States alter the Senale
Majority Leader, Mr. Tam Das-
chle, received a letter in his office
which lested positive Tor anthrax.

And investigative autharities
are taking to media rooms all over
the country after a seven-monlh-
old son of a media producer has
been diagnosed with anthrax. The
child had apparently spent some
time in the news room ‘ast
month.

Ir a chilling experience, the an-
thrax scare has come to Washing-
ton and on Capitol Hill itself, All
tours have been suspended indet-
initely and security has been
tightened. The Bush adminisira-
tion is seriously exploring the link
between anthrax and Osama hin
Laden.

There s no word yel on wheth-
cr anyone in Mr. Daschle's office
has tested positive. Bul precau-
tions are being taken with aides
possibly involved with the Sen-
ator’s mail being tested and treat-
ed with antibiotics. "“Thev are

innocent people caught up in a
matter for which they have noth-
ing to do. I am very. very disap-
pointed and angered”, Mr.
Daschle said.

At the While House, the Presi-
dent, Mr. George W, Bush, main-
tained thar “there may be some
possible link” between the an-
thrax jncidents and Osama. "]
wouldn't put it past him, but we
don’t have any hard evidence”,
he said.

What is becoming a worrisome
phenomenon here among the
general public and the adminis-
tration is that from a few scai-
tered cases in Florida, the scare is
taking on a natiopal dimension,
One of the areas of invesligation
is on any pattern to the mailings.
For instance, at least two letters
including the one to Mr. Daschle
have been mailed from a partic-
ular post office in New Jersey.

Extra precautions are being tak-
en in the White House with re-
spect to mail and other deliveries.
The National Security Advisor, Dr.
Condoleezza Rice, in saying that
she was not aware of any lainted
letters being delivered, said extra
care was being raken. “Like every-
hady else, we are heing cautious
ahout what we open”, Dr. Rice
said.

Cur
writes:

With the anthrax attacks in the
United States being described as
“acts of terrorism’, worrying
questions arise about the sort of
biological warfare capabilities
which terrorist groups may have
developed,

The letiers sent to a senior (1.5,
Senator, the NBC television in

Science  Correspondent

New York and (o the Microsoft of-
fice in Nevada were found to con-
tain anthrax spores.

The question is where did those
who perpetrated these acts of ter-
rorism get the anthrax spores?
Above all, the issue is whether the
attacks demonstrate that some
terrorist group has developed bi-
clogical warfare capabilities.

‘The anthrax bacterium is quite
easy o grow and was, therefore,
ane of the first to be cultivated in
the laboratory, according to Lt
Gen. D. Raghunath, a medical mi-
crobinlogist who retired as the Di-
reclor-General ol the Ammed
Forces Medical Services and cur-
rently heads (he Sir Dorabji Tata
Cenfre for Tropical Diseases sit-
uated in the campus of the Indian
Institute of Science.

To survive adverse conditions,
such as when its food supply is
running out, the anthrax bacteri-
um forms spores which can re-
main infective for years. Although
anthrax is primarily a disease of
hoofed animals, humans can also
get infected by the spores.

This spore-formation can also
be induced in the laboratory. One
way would be to let the culture
medium containing the anthrax
evaporate and dry up. Alterna-
tively, equipment such as a ly-
pholizer could be used to dry the
anthrax culture. The dried mass
would then have to be powdered.

The cultivation of anthrax and
making finc particles containing
the spores would, however, re-
quire special clean rooms and
safe handling facilities, observes
Lt. Gen. Raghunath.

Anyone with a reasonable
knowledge of bacteriology would
be able to cultivate anthrax in the
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laboratory and make the spore-
containing powder, according Lo
Dr. Kalvan Banerjee, former di-
rector of the National Institute of
Virology at Pune and a person
who has served on Indian dele-
gations for the Biological Weap-
ons Convention. Bur using it as a
biological weapon would require
turning a laboratory technique in-
to a manufacturing process. Lven
this step, he believes, should not
be reo difficult,

But before any of this can be
done, a particularly virulent strain
has to be found. Dr. Amy Smith-
san ol the Henry L. Stimon Cenire
in Washington D.C. points out in
a paper that though cattle could
he found globally, isolating ihe
right strain of anthrax was time-
consuming. But she also says that
there are other ways 10 get seed
cultures of virulent strains. Forin-
stance, 55 culture collections in
28 countries possess the anthrax
bacterium.

If it tarns out that the powder
containing anthrax spores used in
the 1.5, attacks were indeed
made by some terrorist group, it
would show that no more biclog-
ical warflare capabilities are the
preserve  of  national  govern-
ments. Such technological capa-
bilities could, therefore, grow in
sophistication and spread to oth-
er terrorisl organisations.

It a terrotist group intends (o
cause mass casualties, they would
also need to creare a cloud of fine
particles carrying the infective
agent. This could be done by us-
ing explosives or specially-de-
signed spravers. A group with
technical skills may not find it ex-
cessively difficult to develop such
a capability, says Dr. Baneriee.



~ Outright mischief . .

Al-Qaeda’s reference to Kashmir is a self-serving exercise

HE laest propagands videotape from
Al-Qeeda 15 fresh prool of increasing
desperationwithin the terrorist carap. In

bringing vp Kashmir, the Ai-Qacda spo-
kesman, Sulniman Abe Ghaith, continues the

mischuel of Osama big Laden in an carlier
videotape when he ruised the Palestinian and
Tragy tssues. These are trunsparent attempts to
win aver people in these werritories and tumn
them against the LIS, It is also very clearly in-
tended to sow confusion iy Muslim countries
like Pakistorwhivh are supporting the military
attecks i Ad-Qaedu snd the Taliban, However,
exeepi for fomze clemens, most people ought
tobe able o see thieugh the game and recog-
nise it Lor the cvmical self-servirgg oxercise it s,
Afler ali, the fhal tpne in Laden was beard 1o
express svnpetisy for the Pasestinians and Tragis
was when Die Bomiving of Al-Qaeda facliities by
the US bevime a certainty: before that he was
cither critica! or indifferent. Today bin Laden
focuses an Kashmir: tomorrow it may well be
Chechiva or Xinjiang or Nigeria. Anything will
du s long as i provokes seuctinn in the streets.

Vis wovis Bashmir, of course, matiers are
somewliat mote complex. There is no evidence
that IKashmir haws ever heen a bin Laden priority
but the AOueds connection is hoth direct and
fong-standing throawh the werrorist groups who
banve fruined Urese podd draw sustenance from i
Wos there g mossage tor them i the ulest tape? It
i hard o sy, fakh-e-Mohammed is under se-
roseunc and close soratiny and tzay have no
chodee bul 1o e dow just now. Lashikar-e-Joiba
arad olhors oie nod o e under similar restrainis.

ne

I any case, it would be wise toread \t& ] u‘e‘;;l Al
Qaedavideotape as a bid to stir up trouble within
India. As the US closes in on Al-Qaeda bnd the
Taliban regime begins to implode, as desperation
grows, India’s security forces will have to stay on
high alert. Above all, the propaganda on Kash-
mir is meant 1o fuel suspicion among Pakistanis
about the Musharraf govemment which had
agreed to make Pakistan the key frontline state
inthe US military operations. Those it Indiawho
imagine there can be any movement forward
with Islamabad on the Kashmir issue in this situ-
ation, donot have their feet on the ground. While
suarding against fresh terrorist atrocitics in
Kashmir and elsewhere in the country, New
Delhi’s best policy would be to kecp relations
with Pakistan on an even keel and wait out the
immediate war on Al-Qacda. After thal there
should be less insistence on Washington doing
the Vajpavee government’'swork for it and more
effort onresuming the bilaterat diaiogue.

Bin Laden’s purpose 15 to tuim the interna-
tional campaign against terrorism into a bat-
ile of 1slam against the rest. That would serve
his fundamental objectives very well. Those
aims arc 10 exploit every cxisting quairel in-
volving members of the Islamic faith and even
imaginary ones in order to fashion, as it were, 4
coalition against the forees of modernisation
and globalisation. Washington frequently re-
mindds the world, it will be a long campaign
against terrorism. There should be noillusion
cither about Lhe determination of those who
would drag their sacieties andeountries back-
wards inlo the past.
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US should: take out Omar' Musharrat

Jack Kelley (1 A

Rawalpindi, October 15

THE US forces should first “take
out” Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammed Omar, rather than
Osama bin Laden, if they want
to eliminate terrorism in
Afghanistan, Pakistani Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf has said.
“Get Mullah Omar, and Osatha
wan't be able to operate. He'll be
ontherun,” Musharraf said in an
.interview with USA Today and
CBS Radio. He said he would give
US Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell exactly this advice today.
“You must take out {he center
of gravity,” Musharraf said of

r_r;ﬂu:nu DENIES nmm

A PAKISTANI spokesman on
Monday denied that Musharraf had
granted an interview to USA Today
and CBS Radio. “No such interview
was requested by the concerned
news esfablishments nor was one
granted,” the spokesman said. After
September 1, Musharraf has been
interviewed only by two major inter-
national TV networks, CNN and
BBC, and has held a press confer-

| ence. HTC, Islamabad
L

Omar. “That’s what I would do if |
were running this campaign.“In
Iraq, the center of grav1ty was

Saddam (Hussein). Yoﬁadlgnt
take him out and look whiat hap
pened.”

He clarified comments he
made two weeks ago that the US-
led assault on Afghanistan could
be over in “a day or two”. His
remarks contradicted those of
President Bush and Defence Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld, who
have tried to prepare Americans
for the possibility of months of
military action against bin
Laden and the Taliban.

“It could be over in one day if
you take out Mullah Mohammed
Omar and his leadership,”
Musharraf said. “Once you've

done that, the campaign is over.
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That is what I meant to say”

Despite Musharraf’s com-
ments about Omar, Pakistan con-
tinues to recognise the Taliban as
Afghanistan’s ruling govern-
ment. Taliban diplomats still
work in Pakistan.

The General said Pakistan

, doesn’t know bin Laden's exact
‘location in Afghanistan, but iis

intelligence services are trying to
find him, working closely with
lacal Pashtun tribal chiefs and
maoderate factions of the Taliban.

Pakistani officials have said
some members of the Taliban
want to hand over Osama bin
Laden and improve relatlons
with the West.
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~ Taliban not tprrorlst Pak1

By B. Muralidhar Reddy (" W

ISLAMABAD, 0CT. 15. Pakistan today maintained that it
did not regard (he Taliban militia as “terrorists” and
would contitue to deal with the Afghanistan Gov-
crimment,

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesperson, Mr.
Riaz Mohammad Khan, told presspersons that Isla-
mabad had never regarded the Taliban as terroriscs
and that is why it contnued 1o maintain diplomaric
tivs with the militia. lle was responding to a specific
fuestion on & recent newspaper article by the British
Primme Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, wherein he had re-
portedly described the Taliban and Osama bin La-
den as two sides of the same coin,

The Pakistani assertion is significant in the context
of the growing unrest within the country over the
Musharraf regime's decision to extend unstinted
cooperation to the 1.5, in its war against the Taliban
and Osama.

The Musharraf Government has been particularly
uncomfortable over reporss of increasing civilian ca-
sualties in the course of the eight-day, U.5.-led bom-
bardmient of Afghanistan. In the face of growing
criticism by the press here over the perceived silence

~large part of Afghanistan™,

of the Government on the casualties, lheg‘ rugn !

Oflice has been trying to draw a distinction bebween
unintended civilian deatbs and targeted civilian ca-
suaities. "No, Taliban are rot terrorists. We never
regarded them as lerrorists. After all thev control a
Mr. Khan said.

e was at pains to emphasise that the U.S. was
forced o declare @ war on the Taliban after its lead -
ership failed to hand over Osama as required by the
United Nations Security Council resolutions.,

Mr. Khan said Pakistan was of the view that the
war against Osama and his Taliban protectors would

be short. “Prolongation of military operations will be

a source ol concern to us...hecause with prolonga-
tion vou can expect mishaps, in which innocent ci-
vilian lives can be lost.” The matter would be on the
agenda of discussions berween the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf and the Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Abdul Sattar, when they met the visiting 1.5
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, he added.
Pakistan had been gricved and pained by civilian
casualties and had noted American regrets aver the
deaths. “We will again emphasise that the targets

Mr. Khan said.

ties,”
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(o GERMS OF WAR

THE LATEST THREATS of possible, but not yet
definitively established, connections between
germs and terror tactics should not be allowed 1o
cloud logical reasoning and the preparedness of
public health authorities across the world. Clearly,
an intensified military atmosphere is also the
breeding ground for alarm. Reports from the (1.5,
of human exposure to the dreaded anthrax only
escalate lang-felt fears of the possible deplovment
of biological weapons in wartare. Broadly put,
such weapons are ones that infect the targets
through disease-causing viruses and bacteria. To
effectively counter the micre-agents of terror, ur-
gent action in a coordinated manner through ex-
change of information and sharing of resources is
called for. Such an exercise is necessary as it would
mark the commencement of an arduous engage-
ment of a hitherto untested dimension of warfare.
In contrast to the manner in which wars have been
fought, the possibility of the use of micro-orga-
nisms implies a wider spectrum of threat, none of
which can be ignored and, ironically, none of
which should be exaggerated. Charting out pre-
ventive measures and heightening the level of
readiness should form the beginning of a process
that also aims at increasing levels of public confi-
dence in the working of state systems,

As public fear and panic, the immediate re-
sults of terror tactics, tend to stun sysiems into
inaction, the need of the hour is substantiated
information on the source of the latest anthrax
attacks on individuals. American health author-
ities have done well in issuing public notices on
the precautions to be taken as well as in providing
updated public healil information on the report-
ed cases, It will also be in order to point eut that
the earlier occasions of a somewhat similar tactic
— the use of the nerve gas. sarin, by the Japanese
terror group, Aum Shinrikyo, in 1994 and 1995 —
resulted in less than intended fatalities, raising se-
rious questions on the effectiveness of delivery

e
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mechanisms. Reports of the possibie involyement
ol states that have flouted international cnven-
tions on weapon systems are indeed serious
charges that require coordinated international ef-
forts in order to vaporise the possible space avail-
able to sinister-minded terror groups. Such efforts
gain a sense of urgency in that given the close
network that non-state players tend io pul in
place, an ‘advance’ made available to one group-
ing is spon at the commmand of several others.
Curbing the possibilities of terrorist groups either
developing or gaining comtrol over chemical and
biological weapons is also important as such a
development will transform the striking powers of
terrorist organisations from that of limited dam-
age to mass destruction. Given the complexities
involved in this operation, the role of intelligence
agencies in collecting and presenting unimpeach-
able evidence is vital, tollowed by strong interna-
tional action.

In the event of natural or mass disasters, pub-
lic health systems get stretched to their limits.
Against the backdrop of an already challenged
public health infrastructurs in the country, the
Union Governmenl's recent alert to all State Gov-
ernments must be followed up with a serious ap-
praisal of both the possible threats as well as the
current status of ithe nation’s health system —
both public and private — to counter the possible
infectious agents listed: anthrax, typhoid and
chalera. There is also the need to evolve contin-
gency plans that should form part of a larger and
maore comprehensive public health policy. While
it should be recognised that ad hoc approaches
will not work in effectively checking mass casu-
alties, it is egually imporlant that the feeble line
hetween alert and panic is noi transcended. Main-
taining vigil and infusing public confidence are
important starting points in countering man's
vulnerability to methadigcally-planned carnage hy

man. L
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~ =..nwmt back India on Kashmir,

" o+ Al-Qaeda tells U.S., allies “|'°

LONDON, OCT. 14. For the first time
Osama bin Laden's Al-Qaeda net-
work has brought the Kashmir is-
sue into its current conflict with
the U.S. and its allies by demand-
ing that they should stop support-
ing India on the issue.

In a videotaped statement tele-
cast by the Qatar-based Al-Jazee-
ra television, the spokesperson,
Mr. Sulaiman Abu
Ghaith, threatened the 11.5. and
UJ.K. with more suicide attacks
and cautioned Muslims against
travelling by air and staying in
high-rise buildings.

“These storms (of planes) will
not calm until you retreat in de-
feat in Afghanistan, stop your as-
sistance to the Jews in

Palestine...leave the Arabian pen-
insula and stop your support to
the Hindus against the Muslims
in Kashmir,” he said.

The UK. and the 1.5, termed
the latest staternent of the Al-
Qaeda as ‘‘mere propaganda’.
The spokesperson of the UK.
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair,
said the threats were irrefutable
confirmation that Osama and his
network had masterminded the
September 11 attacks. "We totally
condemn this latest statement,”
he said.

Mr. Ghaith specifically threat-
ened the U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, his father, Mr.
George Bush Sr., the former Presi-

dent, Mr. Bill Clinton, and the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel
Sharon. “They are not going to es-
cape punishment."

Mr. Ghaith criticised the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, for doubting a claim he
made last Tuesday that thousands
of young Muslims were looking
forward to death in a 'storm of
planes that will destroy the U.S."”

“Terrorists’ designs
exposed’’
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14. India todav de-
scribed the statement by the Al-
Qaeda as yet another illustration

of Kashmir being a target of its
international terror network.

Asked to comment on Al-Qae-
da’s assertion that it would con-
tinue to target the West till it
stopped support for “Hindus and
Muslims in Kashmir,” a spokes-
person of the Ministry of the Ex-
ternal Affairs rejected the notion
that the Jammu and Kashmir was
a comrnunal issue. “‘Jammu and
Kashmir is not a Hindu-Muslim
issue, The issue is at the core of
India’s nationhood.” A vast ma-
jority of our “Muslim brethren in
J&K are firmly opposed to terror-
ism", she added.

Such statements further streng-
thened India’s resolve and deter-
mination to resist terrorism.
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“Global efforts needed to

“wipe out terrorism: PM

STATESMAN NEWS SERvicE 7 U <t n

AGRA, Oct. 14. — Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee to- |

day stressed the need for global pressurd to dis-
suade countries from supporting terroris

Delivering the valedictory speech at the Bhara-
tha Janata Yuva Morcha convention, Mr Vajpay-
ee sald security forces at the borders are vigilant
and the country is ready to face any challenge. He
added that the NDA government was stable and
and set to take on any impediment.

Mr Vajpayee said there would be no compromise
in tackling terrorism and that the country was de-
termined to completely root out this malaise. The
world, which refused to recognise problems of ter-
rorism faced by India for the last 15 years in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, has woken up to reality, he said.

The latest incident of a terrovist attack on the
Srinagar Assembly had opened the eyes of the
world. Even Pakistan condemned it calling it an
act of tervorism. However, the Prime Minister
said that the definition of terrorism should not
change according to the convenience of Paki-
stan.

He asked the party’s youth wing to be vigilant
against divisive forces which were trying to cre-
ate disturbances in the country after the US at-
tack on Afghanistan. These forces, however, will

" not get very far, he said, as people are aware that
religion is nit linked to terrorism.

With the possibility of the induction of Mr
George Fernandes as the defence minister,
though he has not been cleared by the Venka-
taswami Commission, on the cards, Mr Vajpayee

SONIA ALERTS VAJPAYEE

"NEW DELHI, Oct. 14. — Mrs Sonia Gandhi

' has alerted the Prime Minister on “some

" disturbing reports” she has received about the

, organised protests against the US action -

; against Pakistan in India which may take an -
ugly turn on communal lines. v

i In a letter to Mr AB Vajpayee, the Congress |

- president has cautioned him to take precan- |

_ tionary steps to curb the growing unrest among .

i the Muslims in the country about the US cam- : .
paign against terrorism. — SNS .

said the government or the country should not be
labelled corrupt merely on basis of allegations.
“If there are allegations we are ready to face in-
quiry. If proved adequate steps will be taken,” he
said without referring to the Tehelka issue.
Painting the entire country as corrupt on the ba- -
sis of individual allegations was not fair to the na-
tion and its culture, Mr Vajpayee said, adding -
that the corrupt will be punished and the govern-
ment will make stringent laws to deal with cor-
ruption besides creating new institutions. He was
referring to the promise of setting up a Lokpal,
The Prime Minister admitted more than once
during his speech the government machinery's .
inability to deliver efficiently despite the govern- .
ment’s best intentions. He said the NDA was try- .
ing to change things for the better but it would -
take time. “Don't depend on the government to do
everything,"he said.
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Multi-pronged}
on terrorism

_ ¥ o |
O\ ¢ W 7 |
here’s no single way, no silver bullet, as US Defense |

TSecretary Donald Rumsfeld has warned repeatedly, to |

root out terrorismi, simply because ils political !
geography is not limited lto Afghanistan. Although in the |
long run the war against terrorism has to be fought in the |
theatre of the mind, it has justly begun with military |
action, diplomacy, multinational intelligence sharing, |
homeland security and most importantly, economic |
recovery. |

Fighting on the ecopomic front is the most important task
for the USA because its $10 trillion economy is the single
most dynamic force that keeps the global economy running.
A healthy American economy means so much to India,
Japan, China and other countries in the region. The USA
had been drifting into a recessjon much before the 11
September attacks but the loeming presence of al Qaeda-
bin Laden shadowy forces has put the Bush Administration
on notice that there is no choice but te halt the cconomie
slide and lift the country out of slough.

Last week when President Bush presented his $60-575
billion economic stimulus package, Wall Street checred
heartily. Earlier analysts were telling us, you ain’t seen the |
bottom vet. Wall Street is shaky but 1s helding steady even
after the military action began againsi the Taliban
government.

The American people have not stopped grieving over the |
dead and missing, the widowed and orphaned, but the grief
is making them think deeply about all aspects of life and
what America stands for. If free market capitalism is good.
it should be put to work in the times of the worst crisis the
nation has ever faced since the Civil War.

The growth stimulus package, if approved by Congress,
would be over and above the $40 billion already committed
to the rebuilding of the areas damaged by the terrorist
attacks and another $15 billion for the rehabilitation of the
airline industry. As an aside, one might say that capitalism
cannot thrive without help from the government; that hig
government, much derided by Republicans including
President Bush, is necessary, especially in the times crisis.
Only big government can be compassionate.

On his second visit te New York City after the deadly
agsaults, President Bush said, "One person laid off is one
person too many. We've got to do what it takes to make sure
that that person who got laid off is able to find work.” That
indeed is compassionate conservatism, the platform on
which President Bush has always stood, but his economic
recovery plan includes boosting consumer spending and
business investment through tax relief as well as extended

| aid to people who have lost their jobs. The final shape of the

stimulus package is yet to be worked out by contending !
parties in Congress and it wouldn't make everyone happy.

. But the important point is that in order to fight terrorism,

the USA and other countries, including India, must fight |
recession and stimulate growth. :
Ensuring homeland security with minimal adverse effect :
upon civil liberties is another crucial front the Bush |
Administration is deeply engaged in currently. Congress |
has moved cautiously in giving enhanced powers to the

police to combat terrorism. The proposed bill before

Congress will allow the police to hold an immigrant

suspected of terrorism without filing charges for a lunger .
period of time than at present. The Justice Department
wanted the authority to suspend an immigrant’s habeas
corpus rights indefinitely, which arcused in some peopie’s

! minds the fear of WWII style Japanese-American

internment. The new law will give law enforcement
authorities nationwide “roving” jurisdiction for electranic
surveillance of suspected terrorists. Instead of wiretap
authority being limited to a particular telephone number, it
will now extend to the person suspected of terrorism,
whether he uses a cell phone, e-mail, the Internet or any
other electronic communication device, of course, only after
the court’s approval. Checks and balances are very'
important to preserve civil liberties and prevent the abuse
of power by law enforcement authorities.

To fight terrorism, the land of the free should not slide
gradually inte a police state, even though many Americans
have grudgingly accepted that some liberties might be
temporarily curtailed. A new balance to optimize both
national security and civil liberties has become imperative.
For example, air travel ig not going to be that fun it used to
be before 11 September. There will be surveillance cameras,
and plain-clothes air marshals in all flights, domestic and
international. The cockpit will be secured with special
doors.

After the 1999 hijacking of the Indian airplane from
Kathmandu to New Delhi, T suggested in this column that
a commercial airplane should have embedded electronic
sensors and it should be like a huge computerized-and- .
networked flyving fortress. But that's not enough because
terrorists will come up with some other ingenious idea. Ii is
important, therefore, ta drain the filthy swamp where they
breed and that is going to take diplomacy, human as well as |
electronic intelligence, and most of all, a new kind of
warrier, a sly warrior, one who uses the same weapona as
bin Laden terrorists use. The war against terrorism has to
be fought on several fronts simultaneously, and Insha
Allah, as the good Muslim says, it will be won, regardless of
how brilliant and audacious the enemsy, howeylong it

takes to annihilate the forces of darkness. -
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0sama on Kashmir

OSAMA BIN Laden’s al-Qaida on
Saturday threatened US and
Britain with more strikes if they
continued to “support Hindus
against Muslims in Kashmir”,
India on Sunday denied that
Kashmir is a Hindu-Muslim
issue. An MEA spokesman said
such staterhents merely steeled
Delhi’s resalve to stamp out ter-

rorism.
PTI London,New Delhi

Sky marshals

THREE SKY marshals were
deployed an the Mumbai-Delhi
Alliance Air flight {CD 7444) after
the airline’s Delhi office received
two calls threatening the hijack
of the flight. Normally, sky mar-
shals are not posted on this flight.

PTI Mumbai

George set to return

SAMATA LEADER George Fer-
nandes and BJP’s Gujarat MP
Harin Pathak are set to return to
the Vajpavee Government. The
Cabinet Secretary has invited
both of themn to Menday's Cabi-
net expansion, sources ciose to
the two leaders said.

Detailed report on Page 6

UP polls in Feb

UTTAR PRADESH Assembly
elections will be heid in Febru-
ary next and the construction of
Ram temple at Ayochya is not on
the BJP agenda for the polls,
state party chief Kalraj Misrha
<aid nn Sunday.

HTC, Lucknow
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Relax, Sir, this powder-like thing is
not Anthrax! It seems your table
hasn't been dusted!
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Pak threatens to b

Lorndon, October 14

PAKISTAN HAS hinted at cut-
ting off Intelligence and with-
drawing airspace clearance to
block the Northern Alliance from
seizing Kabul.

On a day waves of warplanes
struck targets aroung Kabul and
three other key Afghan cities, the
Pakistani media reported that
President Pervez Musharraf had
ohjected to any decisive US mili-
tary support for the Northern
Alliance. The setback emerged as
Pentagon officials admitted that
a “smart bomb” aimed at Kabul
airport went astray and exploded

in a poor residential area, killing
four people.
Instead of iaunching a ground

‘US MISSED CHANCE ON TALIBAN HEAD'S LI

THIS IS one miss that may cost the United States dearly. On the very
of US attacks in Afghanistan, the American forces reportedly he

supreme leader Mullah Mohammad Qmar in gun-sights, but failed to
the rules of engagement did not permit it. According to a report in N
filed by well-known investigative journalist Seymour Hersh, an unma

: craft located a convoy carrying Omar as he fled Kabul.

PTI W

offensive after a week of Ameri-
can air strikes, the Northern
Alliance remains stuck on its
front lines as Taliban positions
guarding the approaches to
Kabul have not been targeted by
the Pentagon, understandably
under pressure from Islamabad.

Slamming Pakistan for “med-

dling” in Afghanistan's internal

affairs, the Northerr
said Islamabad has “n
decide on the future di
in the country. “Afgh
need suggestions frox
particularly Pakistar
Rabbani Governmer
ambassador to India.
Pakistan, meanwhil
to be sliding towards ¢
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New York, October 14

EIGHT MORE anthrax cases
were reported in the US today as
investigators probing outbreaks
of the disease in Florida and
New York named iraq as the
prime suspect in what they
believe is a bio-terrorist attack.

The US Intelligence believes
Iraq has the technology and sup-
plies of anthrax suitable for ter-
rorist use. “They aren't making
this stuff in  caves in
Afghanistan,” a CIA source

aid. “There is prima facie evi-

nce of the involvement of a
state Intelligence agency. Maybe
Iran has the capability. But it
doesn’t ook likely politically
That [eaves [rag.”

In Florida, five more newspa-
per emplovess tested positive for
expostre 10 anthrax, but none
showed symptoms of infection.

Three more cases were Uneay-
ered in New York. Mayor Giu-
liani said a police officer and two
lab technicians who had handled
a letter sent to the NBC had test-
ed positive,

The threat letter mailed to
NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw
from New Jersey a week after the
September i1 terrorist attacks
contained the anthrax germ that
infected his assistant, authori-
ties have confirmed. A second
NBC emplovee also has possible
symptoms of anthrax.

In Nevada, a letter sent to a
Microsoft office tested positive
after preliminary tests had ruled
out the bacteria,

These have triggered panic in
the US as thousands are flocking
to hospitals for tests. The collec-
tive hysteria was evident in the
incident at the San Jose Airport
vesterday. Eighty passengers
were held aboard a jet for three
hours after it landed just because
a passenger claimed a man had
sprayed a powdery substance
into the ventilation system.

The “substance” turned out to
be confetti from a greeting card,
which the man had accidentally
spilled. But not before ¥BI and
emergency crews had set up a
decontamination fent for the
passengers, the airport was put
on alert and the man was
stripped, washed, dressed in a
‘hazardous materials suit’, tested

war
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US BOUGHT BIO AGENTS FROM GERMANY

GERMANY SUPPLIED the US military in 1899 with chemical and hiclogical
agents for use in weapons, the German Economy Ministry said on Sunday,
confirming a report in the Weltam Sonatag newspaper. The shipments were
“completely in agreement” with national export laws, a ministry spokesperson

said without giving further details.

Weitam Sonatag tuoted a Government report saying the exports hag
included “bivlogical agents and radioactive materials for use in war — 1o
disable people and animals, Yo impair the function of equipment or to destroy
harvests and the environment — and chemical weapons®,

The chemical weapons included nerve, skin and psychological agents as wall
a5 defoliation shemicals, all of which had been prepared in German laboratories,
it said. The shipments were worth $35.6 miflion, or 12 per cent of the German
military exports to the United States, according to the report.

tors are taiking to Egvptian
authorities who sav members of
the al-Qaida network interrogat-
ed in Cairo had obtained phials of
anthrax in the Czech Republic.
Last autumn, Mohammed Atta
reportedly met an Iragi agent
called Ahmed Samir al-Ahani in
Prague. The Czechs are examin-
ing the possibility that Atta meta
former director of Saddam’s
secret services, Farouk Hiazi,
who 1s known to have met Osama.
The revelations are adding to
what US hawks say is a growing
mass of evidence that Saddam
Hussein was involved, possibly

AFP, Berlin

mdirectly, with the 11 September
strikes. If investigators’ fears are
confirmed, sceptics fear Ameri-
can hawks could use it to press
their case for stirikes against
Iraq. The Bush administration
has been resisting this so far.

The hawks winning the ear of
President Bush are assembled
around Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, his deputy Paul Wol-
fowitz, and a think-tank — the
Defence Policy Advisory Board —
dubbed the ‘Wolfowitz cahal’.

Plans have been discussed
among Pentagon strategists for
U8 air strike support for armed
msurrections against Saddam by
rebel Kurds in the north and
Shias in the south with a promise
of American ground troops 1o
protect the oilfields of Basra.
Contact has already been made
with an Iragi opposition group
hased in London to insiall its
members as a future Govery-
ment in Baghdad.

It was confirmed vesterday
that Jim Woolsey, CIA Director
from 1993 to 1996, recently visited
London on behalf of the hawkish
Defence Department to firm up
other evidence of Iraqi involve-
ment in Terror Tuesday.

The US hawks' strategy to tar-
get Irag was hammered out at a
two-day seminar in September, of
which the dovish Secretary of
State Colin Powell had nio knowl-
edge. The resull was a letter to
Bush urging the removal of Sad-
dam as a condition to the war
“Failure to undertake such an
effort,” it said, “wil] constitute a
decisive surrender in the war
against terrorism.”

and interrogated, The Guardian’
) According fo sources in the
day. | . Bush administration, investiga- Related reports on Page 10
= e — “"""““'Mw ﬁ,z

. ) with the powerful Jamiat Ulema-
JFE eIstam party declaring that its fol-
‘ owers wonld destroy US military

first night ircraft reported to be in the
d Taliban Jacobabad air base. Police fought
Kill him as | pitched battles with Jamiat fol-
2 Yorker, lowers to prevent them from
med recce | entering Jacobahad while troops
ashington | from a nearby major military
base were deployed af the base.
- As the day’s strikes got under
_Alliance  way, the al-Qaida warned the US
aright” to  and Britain to back off or suffer
;pensation  more viclent attacks and a
ms do not  “storm of hijacked planes”, a
1 &nybody,  threat the Bush administration
" saidthe  dismissed as propaganda. Tony
it'’s acting  Blair said this was a clear admis-
sion of responsibility for the Sep-
e.appeared  tember 11 attacks.
1 civil strife

Agencies
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Jalalabad, October 14

THE THIRD tmost powerful fig-
ure in the Taliban today said the
militia would be ready to dis-
cuss handing over Osama bin
Laden if the US halts the air
strikes, but the White House
immediately rejected the offer,

The Taliban's Deputy Prime
Minister Haji Abdul Kabir said:
“If the Taliban are given evi-
dence that Osama bin Laden is
involved and the bombing cam-
paign stopped, we would be
ready to hand him over to a
third country, one that would
never come under pressure
from the United States.”

“If US steps back from the
currernt policy. we could nego-

e ——

ack out k+US rejects handover terms

tiate,” he said. “Then we could
discuss which third country”
Before the air campaign began,
the Taliban had demanded evi-
dence of bin Laden's involve-
ment in the aftack and had
offered to fry him before an
Islamic court inside Afeghanis-
tan — propasals that the US
rejected. Though Kabir's state-
ment does not mark a break-
through, the fact that the Tal-
iban are showing some flexibili-
ty is significant in the wake of a
week of the air strikes,

The Taliban are pulling out
their troops from the CIS fron.
tier along Afghanistan’s border
with Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
and hastily withdrawing them
iritg the heavily fortified north-

|

|
ern key town of Mazar-e-Sharif,
Russian military sources said
taday. They were quoted by ltar. |
Tass news agency as saving that {
Taliban troops were being with- |
drawn to reinforce their forces §
defending Mazar-e-Sharif to }
face an imminent assanlt from
the troops of Urbek warlord !
Abdul Rasheed Dostum. f
However, the Taliban have set |
up highly mobile groups to
retain their control over areas
bordering Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan, Another news
agency reported that Taliban
garrisons deploved in towns of
Samangan and Balkh proviner
were also withdrawing
Mazar-e-Sharif.
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Lead investigator for the Center for Disease Control, Dr Bradley Perkins,

. at a press canference in Boca Ratin, Florida.

Washington, October 13

OSAMA BIN Laden's al-Qaidzs
organisation is believed to have
crude chemical weapons such as
chlorine and phosgene poison
gases, but lacks high-tech means
to deliver them, a senior defence
official said on Friday. Instead,
the group would have to use
primitive but “innovative”
methods to attack people with
them, said the official, who
briefed reporters on condition of
anonyrity. He cited as possibili-
ties crop-dusters and hand
sprayers.

Chlorine and phosgene are
industrial chemicals that were
used as weapons in World War 1.
Al-Gaida isn't believed to have
any more complex chemical
weapons, such as sarin nerve
gas, the official said.

Vice-President Dick Cheney

O:
e

ST

said the United States knows al-
Qaida has been training terror-
ists to use chemical and biologi-
cal weapons. “We have copies of
the manuals that they've actual-
lv used to train people with
respect to how to deploy and use
these kinds of substances,”
Cheney said on PBS' TV's News
Hour With Jim Lehrer.

It's unlikely an attack with
these low-tech poison gases
would kill mass numbers of peo-
ple, although they would create
widespread fear, said Gary Ack-
erman, a terrorism expert with
the Center for Non-proliferation
Studies. Doctars can treat vie-

. tims with oxygen.

“These are your basic kinder-
garten-version chemical
weapons,” Ackerman said.
“They are the easiest to get a
hold of and produce. They are
also the least fatal ones,”

Anthrax scare spreads

New York, October 13

ANTHRAX SCARE has gripped
the United States as a fourth case
of infection by the bacteria
with germ-warfare potential has
been discovered. A 38-vear-old
female emplovee of NBC News in
New York tested positive for
anthrax in tests done after the
company received suspicious
mait on Friday.

The network said she probably
became infected after handling a
letter containing a white pow-
dery substance sent from Florida
and addressed to the network’s
evening news ancher, Tom
Brokaw.

The anthrax was not the respi-
ratory form of the disease, which
killed a Florida man a week ago,
NBC News said. The employee
instead has a cutaneous (skin)
anthrax infection and is respand-
ing to freatment. Mayor Rudoelph
Giuliani said tests would be deone
at NBC offices in Rockefeller
Center.

US  Vice-President Dick
Cheney said there could be links
between the anthrax cases and
bin Laden. Scores of businesses
across the country clamped
dewn on opening suspicious mail
and turned their mail rooms into
“hot zones” where employees
wore gloves and deposited sus-
pect packages into special con-
tainers.

The United Naticns on Friday
reported receiving letters con-
taining a white powdery sub-
stance. A Microsoft office in
Nevada said preliminary tests of
a letter sent to it tested positive
for anthrax,

A second, more sensitive test
on the letter.sent from Malaysia
has, however, come back nega-
tive for anthrax. State officials
said on Friday a third test was
planned for Saturday.

Microsoft had sent a check toa

Suspicious mail infects NYT staffer

THE NEWSROOM of The New York Times was evacuated for sev-
eral hours after a powdery white substance was sent to one of the
newspaper’s reporters, Police were called to the paper’s office near
Times Square on Friday after reporter Judith Miller received the
envelope and staff were moved from the newsroom on the third
floor onto other floors while testing was done, the daily said.

"The substance has been turned over to the authorities. The air
in the newsroom was tested for radioactive and chemical sub-
stances. These tests were negative,” the statement said.

“Testing of the substance, which smelt like talcum powder, is
under way. Results from this test are expected in approximately 12
hours. Newsroom operations are continuing as normal.”

AFP New York

vendor in Malaysia, which had
been opened and then returned
with the other materials. The
contents appear to have been
moistened and dried, officials
sald. No one has tested positive
for the disease or become ill.
State and county health officials,
however, interpreted the results
differently,

“With our latest test results, it
is probably not anthrax,” said
Barbara Hunt, Washoe County
district health officer “The risk
appears to be very low.”

Dr Randy Todd, State epidemi-
ologist, said he was encouraged
by the second test, but said he
was not backing off from his
original statement Friday that it
was a “presumptive anthrax”
case. He said he would need to
see the results of a third test
before drawing a conclusion.
Microseft Corp spokesrnan Matt
Pilla in Redmond, Washington
said he had not heard about the
letter.

Kenneth W Newman, deputy
chief inspector of investigations
for the US Postal Service, said the
Nevada letter being investigated
as the possible source of the
anthrax, would be the first time
that a biological agent was sent
through the US mail.

Attorney-General John
Asheroft said on Friday citizens
should be cautious in opening
suspicious items they receive in
the mail. The new warning came
one day after the FBI issued its
most stark and specific warning
Thursday about the possibility of
more terrorist attacks.

“If individuals receive mail of
which they are suspicious, they
should not open it, they showld
not shake it,” Ashcroft said,
advising Americans to leave the
area where they find such mail
and call law enforcement and
public health authorities. He,
however, said the source of
anthrax was vet to be deter-
mined.

Washington’s top health offi.
cial, Health and Human Services
Secretary Tommy Thompson,
said the public health system
was “on a heightened state of
alert for any diseases that could
come from any kind of biologieal
attack or any kind of terrorist
attack”,

The US Postal Service warned
employees and customers to be
careful when handling suspi-
cious packages.

Dick Cheney, meanwhile, said
in a TV interview that despite
lack of evidence to pin down the

anthrax spread to bin Laden and
his network, investigations
would have to presume a connec-
tion between the Florida and
New York cases.

The disclosure comes a week
after a photo editor for The Sun
supermarket tabloid in Boca
Raton, Florida, died of the more
serious inhaled form of anthrax,
The American Media Inc build.
ing where several supermarket
tabloids are published was sealed
off after anthrax was found on
the keyboard of the editor, Bob
Stevens, 63.

Traces of anthrax were later
found in the mailroom where two
other American Media workers,
Ernesto Blanco and Stephanie
Dailey, both worked, a law
enforcement official said Thurs-
day. Both tested positive for expo-
sure to anthrax, but neither
developed the disease. Both are
taking antibiotics and Dailey has
even returned tc work.

Federal authorities have dis-
patched Ruben Garcia Jr, a high-
ranking FBI official, to take com-
mand of the growing investiga-
tion in South Florida.

The Government's move came
after Governor Jeb Bush had
asked for more help and as Amer-
ican Media executives on Thurs-
day sharply criticised health and
law enforcement officials, saying
they had not adequately kept
them informed of the investiga-
tion.

One American Media employ-
ee, Carla Chadick, confirmed ear-
lier reports that a letter
addressed to the actress Jennifer
Lopez, sent care of The Sun, one
of the tabloids, had arrived in the
office about a week before the
September 11 attacks.

She said the letter included a
bluish powdery substance, a Star
of David and a letter from a fan
to Lopez.

Agencies

Accurate anthrax tests slow &

battom) bacillus anthrax spores.

. . . AFP PHOTD
(Top) Bacillus anthrax vegetative cells in a monkey spleen and (centre and

pathogen.

on the identities of germs.

stain will stick to them.

hurdie.

teriurm.

Reliability usually takes time, experts agree,
Quick re§ults can produce false-positive results
or can miss the presence of a potentially deadly

Clear identifications can take days and many
tests, one checking the other. All told, investiga-
tors have more than half a dozen ways to zero in

The classic techniques involve staining the
bacterium. That test usually requires growing
the bacterium in a culture, which can take hours
to days as a few sample germs divide every 20
minutes or so to produce a colony of billions of
offspring. If anthrax bacteria are present the

More advanced tests feed the colonies certain
vitamins and minerals; anthrax bacteria thrive
on a different diet than other bacteria.

“That’s the gold standard,”
the ultimate proof.” But it can take days. Faster
methods have been developed but face a critical

. thh dry, powdered anthrax, a main bar to test-
ing is its spore — a form of the bacterium in
which the dormant hug rests inside a shell,
Experts have long debated whether initial tests
can be reliable unless the spherical spore is bro-
ken open or germinated into the rod-shaped bhac-

William J Broad sent to insu
New York, October 13 the powder j
The most
TESTING A suspicious powder for anthrax Kkits resembl
spores can be quick and inexpensive or slow and, widely used
costly, say experts, The kits
And mistakes can be frequent, unless investi- bind to antl
gators take care and perform cross-checks. identificatio
The instruments used for testing range wide- “We say it
ly, from hand-held detectors that cost $20 and  to put a a
give results in a few minutes to laboratory suites  founder and
full of gear that must run for days to achieve pany in Gai
certitude. Kkits to feder.
“Any one of the tests, by itself, is not fully reli- Results ca
able,” said Calvin Chue, a research scientist with  more advan:
the Johns Hopkins University Center for Civil- known as Fl
ian Biodefense Studies. “But in conjunction with  bent Assay.
one another, you have a greater confidence.” Cne of th
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However, al-Qaida may also
have acquired biclogical toxins,
the defense official said, without
providing detail. Toxins are poi-
sons like botulism that are cre-
ated by plants or animals. The
dfficial said it is less likety they
have developed disease weapons
like anthrax.

The defence official said that
if the terrorists have obtained
any nuclear material, they may
be able to make a radiological
weapon, rather than a vastly
more complex nuclear device.
Radiological weapons spread
radiation without an actual
destructive explosion, the offi-
cial said. Together, chemical,
biclogical, radiological and
nuclear weapons are classed as
weapons of mass destruction.
Bin Laden has said acquiring
these weapons is “a religious
duty” and that all Americans

V\\ \ O

are targets, Since the September
11 attacks on the Pentagon and
World Trade Center, US officials
have had little doubt he would
try to use them. Last year, CIA
Director George Tenet told the
Senate Intelligence Committee
that bin Laden’s “operatives
have trained to conduct attacks
with toxic chemicals or biologi-
cal toxins.”

“Although terrorists we've
pre-empted still appear to be
relying on conventional
weapons, we know that a num-
ber of these groups are seeking
chemical, biclogical, radiologi-
cal or nuclear agents,” Tenet

said, Both chlorine and phos- -

gene poison gas can cause peo-
ple to choke to death,

1t took 160 tonnes of greenish-
vellow chicrine gas, released by
the Germans from canisters at
the battle of ¥pres in 1915, to kill

L///

5,000 allied soldiers during
World War I. Ackerman didn't
believe a terrorist could sneak
this much near a target in the
United States.
‘ Today, chlorine is used in
industrial cleaners and water
purification. US industry pro-
duces over a billien pounds of
phosgene annually, according to
a military handbook, Medical
Muanagement of Chemical Casu-
alties. The Germans used phos-
gene as a weapon in 1917 at Ver-
dun by launching artillery
shells full of theliquid at troops.
Phaosgene smells like freshly cut
hay or grass, Symptoms of expo-
sure sometimes take hours to
appear. As with chlorine and
phosgene, it would be easy to
create a scare but difficult to kill
mass numbers of people with
botulism to:gins, Ackerman said.
AP

AP PHOTQ

A news zipper outside NBC's studio announcing that one of its employees is infected with anthrax.

costly

e reliability in quick tests, even if
5 hade up mostly of spores.

basic identification tools are small
ing home-pregnancy tests, which are
by federal and local officials.

1s¢é antibodies that search out and
\rax proteins, signaling a positive
.
’5 B5 per cent accurate, but it's hard
mmber on,” said Tom Q'Briem, a
vice president of Tetracore, a com-
thersburg, Md, that supplies such
i1, State and local authorities.

n be had in as Jittle as 15 minutes. A
:ed and reliable antibody method is
isa, for Enzyme-Linked Immunasor-

» most powerful techniques, sophis-
elatively fast, zeroes in on a germ'’s
1g to identify these most unambigu-
es of microbial individuality )
step is to map a microbe’s genetic
h the same kind of equipment that
~gde the human genome.

rs take an artificially made strand of
genetic code is the mirror image of

A

m being tested is anthrax, the two
bind together like a zippeY. CAUsINg
ofloat free. Under the proper illumi-
ample will glow

ence Livermare National Labaratp-
.g] California, has perfected this
the identification of anthrax and
)jgens that can be used in germ

ver seen a false positive,” said Bert
{irector of the laberatory’s biology
#We've tested against all the gtrains,
g5 any”. ‘

technique, experts agree, 13 on th.e
g of microbe identification apd is
o be used widely by laboratories of
for Disease Control and Preventlon
nd the Federal Bureau of Investiga
o starting to be sold commercially in

ield detectors. )
‘)eld ¢ The New York Times

Soviet bio plant
in Kazakhstan
under scanner

Washington, October 13

AMERICAN  INSPECTORS
found anthrax spores inside the
piping at a Soviet-era biological
weapons facility in Kazakhstan
during a routine inspection
this week, a US official said on
Friday.

But the Kazakh embassy
issued a statement emphasis-
ing that the discovery was
entirely unrelated to anthrax
scares in the United States and
linked to efforts to dismantle
what was the world’s biggest
anthrax production site in
Soviet times.

“It was a routine inspection
undet the joint threat reduc-
tion programme. None of them
contracted the disease. They
are taking their medicine,” the
'S official said.

The inspectors, working
under Government agreements
meant 1o decrease the threat of
proliferation of biological
weapons, carry out their work
fully protected so they are not
in any danger.

In Kazakhstan, the US has
helped fund a threat-reduction
programme in Stepnogorsk,

and at a bio-weapons station on
Vazroshdeniye Island in the
Aral Sea where the Soviet
Union reportedly experiment-
ed with anthrax.

Experts fear that some of the.

anthrax made in former Soviet
facilities may have found its
way to criminals or extremist
Eroups.

The Kazakh Embassy said
the country had been steadfast
in its commitment to disarm-
ing and de-weaponising the
weapons of mass destruction
and associated facilities it
inherited from Soviet days.

“The embassy would like to
reiterate that there is no possi-
ble linkage between the Kaza-
khstan facility and recent
anthrax cases in the United
States of America™,

It said, the project stopped
proliferation of biological
weapons and pathogens to
rogue states or terrorist
groups. “It is a successful exam-
ple of preventing proliferation
at the source and keeping these
materials out of the wrong
hands”.

Kazakhstan has been a firm
ally in the U.S, efforts to builda
coalition against terrorism,
feeling the threat from
Afghanistan from which it is
separated by a thin band of
poorer Central Asian States.

A report by the Russian
Interfax news agency last sum-
mer said that a dozen people
had been treated in hospital

with anthrax in Kazakhstan
but gave few details,
Reuters

'MILLENNIUM
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The US military has four battle
groups in the Afghanistan
region, The USS Carl Vinson Is
southeast of the strait of
Hormuz ahout 200 to 500 miles
from the Afghan border.

CARRIER BATTLE GROUP
Carriers travel in a group of
ships that provide a laysred
defence for the giant warship.
Battle groups have about 12
ships and 12,000 10 15,000
sailors and mirines.

USS Carl Vinson specifications
President Reagan commissiohed
the carrier in 1982, Nicknamed
the Golden Eagle, the ship is
part of the Pacific fleet and is
the Navy’s fourth nuciear-pow-
ered aircraft carrier. |ts home
port is Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard in Bremerton,
Washington.

FLIGHT DECK AND AIR WING
Aircraft elevators: Bring aircraft
. to the flight deck from the hang-
. er betow,

Quick stop: Jets are stopped by
a tailhook that snags a wire on
the deck.

Catapults: Propels a 48,000
pound aircraft to reach 165 mph
in two seconds.

' AIRCRAFT ON BOARD |
£-14 Tomeat (12 total)
A supersonic , twin -engine

fighter designed to attack and
destroy anamy aircraft at night.

Length: 6i faet, 9 inches
Height: IS feet

Wingspan: 64 feet unswept; 38
feet swept

Ceiling: 50,000 feet
Speed: Faster than Mach 2
Craw: Two

F/A-1B Hornet (34 total)

An all-weather fighter and
attack aircraft. In its fighter
mods, it is used primarily as a
fighter escart and flest air
defence.

Length: 56 feet

Wingspan: 40 feet, S inches
Celling: 50,000 faet

Speed: Faster than Mach 1.7
EA-BB Prowler (4 totaf)

A twin-engine jet designed fo
jam enemy radar and communi-
cations and prevent strikes an
US fighter aircraft.

Length: 59 feet, I0 inches
Wingspan: 53 feet

Ceiling: 37,600 faet
Speed: more than 575 mph
£5-3 Shadow (2 total)

All-weather, long range, slsc-
tromic survellance aircraft, 1t
carries an extensive suite of
electronic

sensors and communication
gear,

Length: 53 feet, 4 inches
Wingspan: 68 feet, B inches
Ceiling: 40,000 feet

Spead: 518 mph

$-3B Viking (6 total)

An anti-submarine warfare and
air-to-air refuelling aircraft.

Length: 53 feet, 4 inches
Wingspan: 69 fest, 8 inches
range; Over 2,645 miles

| Celling: 40,000 feet

Speod: 518 mph

SH-BOF {6 total)

Used for anti-submarine war-
fare, search and rescue, drug
interdiction, anti-ship warfare
cargo lift and special operations.

. Length: 64 feet, 10 inches
Height : 13 to 17 fast
Rotor dlameter: 53 feet, 8 inches ‘
Celling: 40,000 foet |
Speed: 207 mph ~
Crew; three to four - .
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KABUL, Oct. 13. — After a 24-hour res-
pite, US planes today resumed bombing
Afghanistan. Kabul and Kandahar
were the first to be hit, in,a pre-dawn
raid. Later, around 10.30 a.m. (local
time), 20 planes tock off from USS Carl
Vinson to join the raids. Another clus-
ter of fighters took off around neen.

US missiles today destrayed Talihan
radar networks in Baghlan and Herat,
where anti-Taliban forces are poised to
attack the militia. Herat airport today
faced seven waves of attacks.

In night raids, three bowmbs struck
Kabul, two of them landed on the air-
port, and several hit Julalabud The
planes targeted Taliban's 1 Corpe in
eastern part of the city. Kandahar too
came under attack.

Jalalabad was attacked when esome
foreign journalists were on their way to
a ne urimg village where 160 peo-
ple re y died this week,

The Taliban said at least seved hous-
es in Kabul were hit. Four civilians
were killed and eight injured when
bombs struck a village, 2 km from the
the airport. Members of a farming com-
munity living near the airport said one
woman died and three civilians were in-
jured in the bombing which also de-
stroyed five houses.

Anti-aircraft gunners in Kabul had

reportedly fired at the US planes.
A precision-guided 2,000-
bomb, aimed at a copter et the

und
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1 Taliban radar networks destroyed m Omar ‘loses’ second son m 300 civilians killed

Bombs back with vengeance

explosions,” the Taliban cultural min-
# .istry official, Mohammed Hamid, said.
. “No area in the city has been bombed.

Most bombs fell around the airport.”
A US official said planes, including
F/A-18 Hornets and F-14 Tomcats,
were carrying a different mix of bombs
today. Most of them were anti-tank
and anti-personnel, including some
GGreemeernx cluster  bombs
that release doz-
ens of high-ex-
plosive bomblets,

‘Omar's loss”;
The Taliban
chief, Mullah

Omar; has lost
another son in
the US bombings,
a report from [g-
lamabad said
[ quoting the News,
B8 Omar’s daughter,
one -of his four
- wives and several
relatives have been injured. Pakistan
Observer, however, said Omar, his son
and other relatives were safe.
Bush claim: Mr George W Bush has
said the campaign’s first phase had dis-
rupted the Osama’s networka. “Ameri-
can forces dominate the Afghan skies
and we'll... make sure terrorists can no
longer use Afghanistan as a bage.”

An F.18 is pushed into pevition we on .38 Viking lands en USS Enterprise in the Arabian Sea on Saturday.
(Inset) An merial view of & terroriet training camp in Jolalabad afier being bombarded on Friday. — AP/PTI

civifans have been killed since the US
camf»aign began on 7 Getober.
Taliban officials and residents repor-

airport, missed the target by about a
mile rnd fell on & residential ares.
The Taliban claimed more than 300

ted two pre-dawn raids on Kandahar's
 outskirts, The second one seemed to

have destroyed a military camp. “I ® More reports on pages

(=
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‘Pak. sponsorshlp of -

terrorism in focus’

By . P. Shukia

AGRA, 0CT. 13. The Union Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, today
expressed (he derermination of
the National Democratic Alliance
Government to tackle the menace
of terrorism i Jammu and Kash-
mit on its pwn, The Government
had the capability to do it, he said,
asserting that it would guaraniee
security not only in J&K but in ev-
ery part of the country.

Speaking at the inaugural of the
galden jubilee convention of the
Bharativa Janata Yuva Morcha at
Svama Prasad Mookerjee Nuagar
here, Mr. Advani said the country,
tfacing the terrorism problem for
over a decade, had drawn world
atlention to Pakistan’s sponsor-
ship of it as State policy. Indian
concerns had thus far been ig-
nored but the chain of events af-
ter the terrarist attacks in America
had changed ali that.

Mr. Advani said the Seplember
11 terrorist atracks in the 115, had
uirned world opinion against ter-
rorism and soovn any  country
found guilty of sponsoring it as a
strategy could be declared a rter-
TuTiSt 1AL,

There was a direct link between
the terrorist organisations re-
sponsible for strikes in the (1.8
and those waging a proxy war
from across the border in Jammu
and Kashmir, The 1.5, had found
evidence of the involvement of
Osama bin Laden and his Al-Qae-
da movement in the September

11 strikes. Many rerrorists arrest-
ed or killed by the security forces
in Jammu and Kashmir were
found to be in possessicn of the
photographs of Osama.

No agreememn could bz signed
at the Agra summit as the Pakis-
tan President, Gei. Pervesz Mush-
arraf, had refused (o makc any '
reference o terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir. Now the General
had come forward to condemn
the Gctober 1 homb attack on the
Assembly in Srinagar.

The Jaish-e-Mohammed had
owned respoinsibility for the at-
tack and the outfit had been de- |
clared illegal. 1ts bank accounts |
had also been frozen. All these !
wire welcome dm’elnpmc‘nls he
said. H 41

Referring ‘;0 Crmcmm bt Dppo-
sition leaders that Indih had
achieved nothing by supporting
America’s war against lerrorism,
he said now there was definite ap-
preciation of Indian cancerns.

Any individual or organisation
trying 1o create prohlems in rhe
country would not be spared, Mr,

Advani warned, citing the ban on

the Students Islamic Movement
of India. '
Senior BIP leaders and Union
Ministers present at the inaugural
function included Ms. Sushma
Swaraj, Mr. Satva Naraln Jativa,
Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Mr. Narendra Mo-
di, the U.P. Chief Minister, Mr.
Rajnath Singh, and the U.P, BJP

nresident, Mr. Kalraj Mmhr/
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1S ngw clear that India made a

ajor miscalculation in its response
to the terrorist attacks on the WTC
on September.11. By being first off
the batin offering logistic and other
support ta the US in its strikes against
Osama bin Laden and the Taliban,
the assumption was that the newly
constituted ‘international coalition’
against terrorism led by the USA
would now take cognisance of the
terroerist problem in Kashmir.

In his latest press conlerence (8
Octobery broadcast on CTNN, Gen
Musharraf seems 10 have been equal-
Iy guilible. On being asked if there
had been some ‘deal’ on the Kashmir
issue, he indicated that he had 10ld
the US that Osama was only the
‘branch’ of the terrorism tree. The
real root of the problem lay in wrou-

ble spots of which Kashinir was one
' { presumably another is Palestine).
| Ergo, since Pakistan had sacrificed so
. much for the US war, solving the
" Kashmir issue would be the natural
respanse of a grateful US. Twill argue
in this article that both countries have
seriously miscalculated the determi-
nations of US forcign policy and | in
consequence dangerously compro-
mised the contours of their own for-
eign policy in coming years. What is
more important, both seem 1o be
painting themselves inte a corner
vis-a-vis the Kashmir issue.

Consider Pakistan. In return lor a
few billion dallars in aid, Pakistan
happily agreed to be the centre of the
storm. But the US interest in Pakistan
stems from some short term consid-
erations. For one, with its close links
to the Taliban, Pakistan offered a vehi-
cie for immediate negotiations with
the Taliban. Second, with the expe-
rience of CIA dealings with the ISTin
{998, Pakistan was the natural and
well understood source of intelli-
| gence. Third, and most important, if

the new Afghan war was not o con-
stitute a ‘clash of civilisations’ it was
important ta separate the Talihan and
its closest 1slamic ally, Pakistan. This
has been neatiy achicved.

After literally pushing Pakistan w
promising ali kinds of iogistic and
nther support amid growing domes-
tic unresi, the actual otfensive on
Alghanistan is being conducted
entirelv from the northern states of
Uzbekistan and Tajikstan, the sworn
enemies of the Taliban. In appearing
1o be still in control, Musharraf has
said that he now has no objections

OCGCASIONAL PAPER
MANOJ PANT

10 a new dispensation in Afghanisian
led by King Zahir Shah and includ-
ing the Northern Alliance — some-
thing he had strongly resisted a week
ar 50 agol It is not surprising that
Tony Blair is President Bush's best
foreign secretary’. The British after
all perfected the art of divide and
rule? This was predsely what, in {aci,
Bush promised 1o do {to the terror-
ists} a few davs atter Seprember 11,
Despite the lessons ol history,
Musharraf still hopes that the US will
not ‘desert Pakistan” as it did about
11 years ago. Hope indeed springs
eternai in the burnan breast!

The Indian take on the whole issue
has been only slightly less pathetic,
The bankrupcy of foreign policy was
clearly indicated in the letler written
bv Mr. Vajpavee 10 President Bush fol-
lowing the suicide attack on the
Legislative Assembly in Srinagar by
members of the Jaish-e-Mohammed.
However, President Bush has clearly
indicated that at the moment the pri-
mary issue is Osarna and thus Pakistan
the ally who cannot be {aulted, This,

/Terrorism: Two neighbours
ivand their blinkered view

despite the {act that the hijacking of
the 14 plane 1o Khandahar was close-
ly linked to members of the Al Quaida
organisation.

Look where that Jeaves us, From the
Indian point of view existing policy
on Kashmir stands discarded. For one,
ihe issue has now been internation-
alised formally. For, when the current
crisis ends, the US (and UK)Y may well
come back and proffer help (as
requested) on the Kashmir problem,
Will we then disown the letter sent?
Second, hoth Pakistan and India now
adrmit that the issue cannot be solved
bilaterally. This is a faral admission.
Third, India now adimits that it has no
solutions of its own for Kashmir.

Finally, 1ake the USA. It is com-
monly undersivod that the average
Armerican is unconcerned aboul US
foreign policy unless it impinges on
their economic concerms or physical
well being. Thus, anti-Vietnam
protests began with the return of
‘body bags” tromn Vietnam. Similarly,
human rights lobbyists were unabie
1o get very tar in the case of China
despite Tiananmen due (o the eco-
nomic importance of China 10
domestic consumers and producers,
In 1he same vein, US policy in
Afghanisian will be important
domestically till the perceived threat
from terrorists is removed. Then ivs
back to business as usual, Kashmir
15 on no ong’s horizon in the US.

The botrem ling is that foreign pol-
icy cannot be based on the percep-
tions of an individual. President
Musharraf can be forgiven for not
knowing this in that he is a military
man impatient with procedures (he
himself admiited that in Agra}. But
our PM has loads of experience and
should knowy better. Or is he no tonger
taking decisions? 1 singerely hope not,

{The author is professor of Fconomics,
Schoo! of International Studies, INUJ
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_ Germany to tighten
laws against terrorism

By Batuk Gathani () -\

BRUSSELS, 0CT. 12. Police in Ger-
many and Italy on Wednesday ar-
rested suspected militants who
are believed to have planned
armed attacks on largets in Africa
and the U.S. They are also be-
lieved to have been involved in
recroiting trainees for tlerrorist
camps in Afghanistan.

Fresh evidence has emerged
suggesting that Germany has
been a base for terrorists for many
yvears now. Terrorist networks
linked to the Al-Qaeda operated
from Hamburg, Munich and Mi-
lan in Italy, The arrested men are
to be charged with trafficking in
arms and cxplosives. So far, overa
dozen men have been arrested.
The German police is cracking
down on suspected terrorist cells
which are thought to have overtly
and covertly participated in the
September 11 attacks. The Ger-
man police and security agenciecs
have experience tackling terrorist
activities on their soil — the Bader
Mainhoft and Red Brigade terror-
ist groups were active in the late
Seventies. 1)

The European Union couktries
are in the process of streamlining
procedural methods for better ca-
ordination among pan-European
security agencies and police. A
pan-Furopean arrest warrant is
expected to become effective by
the end of the year. German au-
thorities are working on a systemn
to profile individuals and groups
according to their race, creed or
ethnicity. Although such profiling
is banned in some E.U. countries
it is allowed in Germany. A law
was passed making it legal after a

P
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spate of bombings and assassina-
tions by the Bader Mainhoff and
the Red Brigade gangs in the
1970s. The profiling method has
been rarely used since then but
after the recent events, the au-
thorities feel the need to start pro-
filing suspects on the basis of
race, creed or ethnicity.

The German Gaverniment is ai-
so planning to change the law
that gives special protection to
clubs and groups with a religious
character. This will enablc Ger-
man authorities to close down
fundamentalist groups that it
deems dangerous. The German
authorities have been particularly
embarrassed by the revefation
that Mohammed Artta. one of the
hijackers on board the plane that
crashed into the World TIrade
Centre, was a student in llam-
burg, Atta had secretly travelled to
an Al-Qaeda training camp in Af-
ghanistan. The German author-
ities will soon tighten laws to
crack down on suspected tercorist
organisations that are not active
in Germany but are using the
country as a base of operations.

In a show of solidarity with the
efforts to tackle global terrorism,
the Turkish Parliament voted in
principle to allow troops to be
sent abroad to assist the U.S. coa-
lition against terrorism. The Par-
liament also approved the
Government’s request to allow
foreign troops to be stationed in
Turkey. Turkey is a founder-
member of the NATO alliance and

aspires to become a member of |
the European Union. The Turkish -

Parliarment approved the propos-
als by 319 to 101 votes.
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~ TRAINING IN AFGHANISTAN, KILLINGS IN KASHMIR

U.S., U.K. freeze Jaish assets

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, 0CT. 12. The Bush ad-
ministration has frozen the as-
sets of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
{Army of Mohammad) as part of
widening the net on the financial
assault on terrorism. 10

In London, Britain anfiounced
a similar freeze.

The U.S. Treasury Department
today pamed 39 more eftities
and
conducting or financing terrorist
activities. At least three of the 15
individuals listed are said to be
Pakistani nationals or those stay-
ing in that country.

The Treasury Department said
it was a "militant, pro-Taliban
Pakistan force that receives sup-
port within Pakistan”. It gave the
background of the expansion in
size and capability of the JeM
since Maulana Masood Azhar —
who was released during the In-
dian Airlines plane hijacking to
Kandahar — anneounced its for-
mation in February 2001. The
U.5. said the JeM was responsible
for several attacks and bomb-
ings, killing many people in In-
dia,

“The JeM is based in Peshawar
and Muzaffarbad but members
cenduct terrorist activity primar-
ily in Kashmir. The JeM main-
tains  tralning camps in
Afghanistan,” the Treasury De-
partment says.

The individuals category —
from Pakistan or those believed
to be from that country — in-
cludes a large-scale hawala deal-
er running the operation in
Quetta and one person linked to
the Al-Rashid Trust which has al-
so been named in today's list.

The new list follows a Septem-
ber 24 order by the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, that

individuals suspected of 1

cracked down on 27 persons and
entities, “The list will continue to
grow as we share information
among nations and develop an
increasingly-clear understand-
ing of the complex network of
terrorist financing,” the Treasury
Secretary, Mr. Paul O'Neill, said.

A step forward,
says India

3
0 By Hasan Suroor
LONDON, OCT. 12. The British Gov-
ernment today instructed finan-
cial institutions to freeze the
assets of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
and 37 other organisations and
individuals “believed” to be en-
gaged in terrorism directly or in-
directly. These include the
Karachi-based Rabita Trust and
three Pakistan-based individuals
— Haji Abdul Manan Agha, Mufti
Rashid Ahmed Ludbianvi and Zia
Muhammed — all of whom have
one more aliases,

"It is a positive development

which goes in the direction of
meeting our concerns,” said Mr.
Navdeep Suri, press counsellor at
the Indian High Commission. He
said India had been sharing with
the British Government its wor-
ries about the activities of the
JeM, including its involvement in
the October 1 outrage in Srina-
gar. Y LS O IR

The Chancellor, Mr. Gordon
Brown, said todav's list was a re-
sult of “intelligence sharing and
coordination hetween the UK.
and the U.S.”, "We will continue
to work with our allies and take a
leading role internationally to
cut off the ready supply of fi-
nance which is the lifeblood of
modern terrorism,” he said, add-
ing: “Just as there can be no safe
haven for terrorism, we are tak-
ing decisive action to ensure
there is no safe hiding place for
their asseils.” The move was offi-
cially described as part of the
strategy (o “expose, isolate and
incapacitate funds being used for
terrorist activities”.

Powell to ‘ease’ Indo-Pak. tensions

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 12. The 1.5, Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, is
travelling to Pakistan and India not merely to “‘thank” the two countries
for their “cooperation” with the U.S. in this war against teryorism, but ta
case tensions berween India and Pakistan who are still “shooting. shout-
ing and glaring at each other” over Kashmir, if the remarks of his Deputy,
Mr. Richard Armitage, are anything to go by,

Mr. Armitage was lalking to a group ol newspersons some of whom
likely to travel with Gen. Powell on his visit to South and South-East Asia.
He is expected in India early next week.

“One of the reasons he (Gen. Powell) is going to South-East Asia, in
addition to the discussions with the Pakistanis, is to probe the minds of
the Pakistanis and Indians and see if there is noi a way to lower the
temperature,” Mr. Armitage was quoted as saving. Mr. Armitage {s said to
nave recalled a remark of the former Director ol the Central Intelligence
Agency, Mr, William Webster, who called Kashmir one of the most dan-
gerous places in the world, *He was right eleven vears ago, and { think

he's still right now and that's one of the reasons the Secretary’s going.”

Role for India: Page 1,
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’HeaVlest strike yet, Taliban
claim mas swe civilian toll

o

Islamabad October 11 \(\

LS WARPLANES pounded bar-
racks, garrisons and troop
encampments across Afghanis-
tan today in the heaviest air-
strikes vet against ground forces
of the Taliban regime. Kabul
came under the worst bombard-
ment it has seen so far, as did the
eastern city of Jalalabad.

The airstrikes continued this
evening after an American war-
plane was sighted over Kahbul
today, launching its first daylight
raid on the capital. The bombing
resumed at 5.30 pm near the air-
port. Civilians in the area
grabbed any means of transport
thev found to flee.

B-52 and B-1 hombers targeted
Taliban troops with deadly clus-
ter bombs. The Taliban accused
the Pentagon of deliberately tar-
geting civilians in its bembing
campaign and claimed that more
than 115 people — inciuding 70
civilians — had been killed in
the raid. One report put the
death toll as high as 140.

Taliban Ambassador to Pak-
istan Mullah Zaecf said: “In the

_\

AFP PHOTO

A STERN MESSAGE ON A US MISSILE

past days of American air raids,
more than 70 civilians have been
martyred in different parts of
our country. The Pentagon is
lving to the world when it says it
is not hitting civiiians.”

The Taliban has barred for-
eign journalists from territory
they control, so it is impossible
to verify the regime’s claims.
Asked about reports that the Tal-
iban had lifted restrictions on
Osama bin Laden so that he
could wage jehad on Americans,
Zaeef said: “There was no
restriction on him, on his speech
and evervthing ... But there is
still a restriction on him to use
the scil of Afghanistan against
any country.” He also denied

claims by the Northern Alliance
that there had been mass defec-
tions from Taliban ranks.

He said both Taliban chief
Mullah Mohammed Omar and
bin Laden survived todayv's raids.
A US Intelligence official con-
firmed that the two were still
alive, but said several Taliban
leaders and two of Mullah
Omar's relatives were killed on
the first day of the US-British air
campaign. “We won't say how
high ranking these relatives
were, but we know that they died
during the US and British cruise
missile strikes on Sunday.”

The worst casualties of to-
day’'s air raids were In the village
of Kadam, about 40 km from the

eastern city of Jalalabad, where
“maore than 100 died, mostly
women, children and the elderly
hecause many of the men were
away,” a Taliban ofTicial said.

A bomb dropped on Kabul air-
port hit a nearby village destroy-
ing several houses and killing a
12-vear-old, witnesses told AFP.
The village hit by the stray US
bomb, Qala-e-Chaman, is 2 km
west of the airport.

Afghans have been living with
confiict for the past two decades.
but Qand Agha said the daily
bombing raids were breaking
the morale of the civilian popu-
lation. “Nobody in my family has
been able to sleep for the past
four nights,” he said as he
slumped next to his wheelbar-
row of apples and pomegranates
in the local market.

*Apart from this wheelbarrow
and the court of Almighty Allah,
I have nething else,” he said. The
trauma of the last night meant
the market was almost empty.
and Agha had seld nothing but
one kg of apple all day.

Related reports on Pages 7, 9, 10, I
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~PM hints at military
operations in Kashmir

to crush terrorism’ 7,

By Binay Kumar Singh
Times News Network
VARANAST: Giving an indication

" of adopting
tough measures
to crush terror-
st Kastomir,
the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpavee
said that the
| option of military
# gperation, as sug-
gested by the
of Jammu and

B. Vajpayee
chief minister
Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah, was
being discussed serinusly. In a brief
chat with media persons just

before leaving for Ballia on
Thursday, Mr Vajpayee said,
Faroog  Abdullah ki rai se
hum  awgar hain awr  jo  bhi
karyawahi karni hogi soch samajh
kaor ki jayegi (T am well aware of
the feclings of Farcog Abdullah,
and whatever action is reguired
will be taken afier evaluating the
situation).

He said that the matter had been
taken seriously and the process
to reach any decision was on.
Mr Vajpayce said that it was wrong
1o say that India was backtracking
in facing the challenges of terror-
ism.

He said that Pakistan, which had
been harbouring terrorism, itscif
had spoken against it when it felt

-y
\L
its threat, Efforts werc being made
1o establish link between terrorksm
and Islam, he said adding that
some Muslim countries in the
name of Islam were not opposing
terrorism. He said that the 1error-
ism could not be defined on the
basis of nationality and religion.
Terrorism was a tendency 1bait
might emerge anywhere anytime,
he said and added that it was
absolutely against humanity.

Mr Vajpavee wamed those peo-
ple and countries who tried to com
bine the terrorism with Tslam anc
said that those nations, who viewes
it (terrorismn) as Islamic Jchad
would have to face its conse
quences sooncr or later. Earlier
the Prime Minister was accorded :
red carpet welcome in the cib

amidst  extraordinary  sccurits
arrangements  on  Wednesday
evering,

He was received by the chici
minister, Rajnath Singh and gover-
nor, Vishnu Kant Shastr and other
BJP lcaders at Babatpur atrport.
He took a night stay at Hotel Taj
Ganges. The entire locality was
sealed from the security point of
view.

The normal traffic in between
Varunapul to Nadesar crossing was
restricted from 800 pm. to 10.30
a.m. Mr Vajpavee lelt for Ballia by
helicopter on at 10.20 a.m. Before
leaving the hotel, he had a.photo
session with hotel staff.
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1 OSAMA BIN Laden’s al-Qaeda
militant group said on Tuesday
that the hijacked plane attacks
oir the US would continue, in
a “bawtle” that would not end
tifl the US withdrew from
Muslim land.

Al-Qaeda spokesmart
Sulaiman Bu Ghaith said it a
message carried on Qatar’s al-
Jazeera satellite television that
the group believed in “terror-
st against oppressoss,”

A Jazeera official said the
station had received the video
recording of Bu Ghaiilr's state-
mem in the Afghan capital
Kabul on Tuesday.

Bu Ghaith, who had appeared with bin Laden on
a recarded statement issued via fazeera last Sunday, is
a wanfed man in his bomeland, Kuwait, where he
was a prayer lcader.

“Americans should know...The storm of the
thijacked) planes will not stop,” he said, referring to
the suicdde aftacks in New York and Washington last
month that killed thousands and triggered a US “war
on terrorismm."Referring to those who carried our the
attacks, Bu Ghaith said “thev did good by taking the
battle into the heart of America” and that the US
should know that such attacks would not eod.

His statement fell short of admitting any al-Qaeda
involvement in the attacks but reiterated bin Laden's
praise for the perpetrators in his videotaped remarks
released on Sunday.

President Bush has named bin Laden as the prime
suspect in the September 11 attacks in the US, and
has lannched attacks on Afghanistan and its Taliban
regime ta try to hunt him and his netwark down,

“The crusade that Bush had promised has star-
ed.” Bu Ghaith said. He sald the raids on Alghanistan
had opened a new chapter in the war between the US
and al Qaeda.

“Let themn know that by invading the land of
Afghanistan, they have opened 2 new page of enmity
and conilict between us and the infidel forces...The

Osama

SHADOW WARRIORS

nation will not be silent after today, afrer what is hap-
pening on its Jand. Jihad for God's purposes is an obli-
gation today for every Muslim on this earth.”

He suggested that Muslims target US inicrests
across the world: “US interests are spread everywhere
in the world. Every Muslim should carry out his full
role.” Bu Ghaith reminded Arabs of what many per-
celve is Washington’s blind suppont Tor Israel against
the Palestinians, of the I1 years of United Nations
sanctions against fraqg and of the stationing of US
troops i Saudi Arabia, the heartland of the Muslim
faith.

"Let America know that this battle will not leave
its land until it exits our land, and uatil they stop sup-
pordng the Jews and lift the unjust sanctions on [rag,”
he sald, “In the nation, there are thousands of youths
who are as keen on death as Americans are keen
on life.”

Bu Ghaith urged Muslims to “shoulder their
responsibilliy” by supporting al Qaeda and sald it
would be a “disgrace” if they abandoned it. — Reuters

Lpomic Times
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S in grip of anthrax
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T'S the stuff of supermarket tabloids.

However, it is playing out across Amer-

ica. An employee of a tablaid dies from

a rare bacterial infection, and a co-

worker is tound to have been exposed to
the same disease. The building where the two
worked is quickly sealed off by the FBL and tech-
nicians in white protective moonsuits and masks
swOOP in to cart away potential evidence.

Fear grips workers as they line up for tests to
determine whether they have been exposed. A
woman who once came answering a job applica-
tion to the building joins the queu (incidentally,
she never got the job). A reader calls up to find
ot if he could have caught the infection from the
tabloid. Othersflood phone lines reporting “sus-
picious packages”. In Hollywood, three people
are hosed down in their business clothes by fire-
fighters after they notice an unexplained dirt-iike
powder on boxes.

Repeated assertions of health officials that
the disease is't contagious fall on deaf ears. An-
thraxspores can be carried or transported on ob-
jects, such as animal skins or soil, and then be in-
haled, but aren’t spread by an infected person’s
coughs or sneezes, Even President Bush's appeal
for catm goes unheard.

At the centre of the drama are the nation’s
top tabloids themselves, housed in America Me-
dia Inc building in Boca Raton, Florida— The
Nationel Fnquirer, Globe and Star among them.
The AMI tabloids have published many items
belittling the men behind the September 11 at-
tacks and Osama bin Laden. The Globe said bin
Laden had underdeveloped sex organswhile The
Enguirer promoted toilet paper printed with
photos of his face.

Last week, Bob Stevens, a 63-year-old photo
editor at the Sur, died just days after he had been
diagnosed with anthrax, a disease found in cattle
and only rarely in human beings. The most com-
mon torm of anthrax is contracted through the
skin. but Stevens had an inhaled form — appar-
ently from his computer keyboard — the first
auich case recorded in the US since 1976 Hiscol-
league, Enresto Blanco, was found to have the
hacteria in hisnose but his condition is stable.

A rash of anthrax scares followed, with the
country already fittery over last month’s anti-US
attacks Several hundred people in Boca Raton
were tested for contarnination, while authorities
isolated and treated numerous others i Wash-
ington, Virginia and Kentucky. Besides workers,
those who had just visited the building and their
relatives were tested over Monday and Tuesday
{altogether, 750 people are awaiting the results
of these tests). Employees and another 450 peo-
ple who had visited the building since August 1
and spent more than an hour in are being given

—

“The 23-year-old Prince George’s County. Maryjand,

antibiotics.

“Just knowing that those guys fived i this
area, who knows what they left behind?” says
Boca Raton resident Trisha Maimin, referring to
the menwho are believed to have carried out the
September 11 attack.

Manvof the 300 AMI employees in Boca Ra-
ton find it hard to distingruish between fact and
fictior. Attention briefly Tocused on a reporting
intern from Florida Atlantic University who
spent the summer at The National Enguirer and
who employees recalled had sent an e-mail saving
hé had left a surprise for co-workers when be left
at the end of August. The student, Jordan Ariz-
mendi, showed up to be tested on Toesday and
was cleared by investigators.

Even some readers are concerned. “What
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man who pushed his way onto a Metro Green
Line train on Toesday with 2 gun and a knife and sprayed a clear liguid inside a train cag after he was
arrested. Metro shut down the station until it was determined six hours later that the liquid was a
cleaning agent and contained no biological or chemical threat. AP/PTT

are the odds that these kind of (anthrax) spores
could naw be being printed along with our issue of
The National Enquirer?” asked a worried caller
to CNN's Lary King Live on Monday night. Irm-
possihle, says the company. American Media’s
tabloids are printed at plants outside Florida.

There was a new scare at the Palm Beach
tHeaith Department while people awaited tests.
Police took away dust found in an envelope ina
garhage bin. It was believed to be construction
dust, butwould be checked by hazardous material
experts. In Naples, police closed twobuildings af-
ter the staff reported finding a white powdery
substance in mail bins. Nervousness even spread
to Canada, where a building of Globe Interna-
tional Inc, a company with close ties to America
Media Inc, was briefly evacuated.
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Limit war to Alghanistan,
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Ministers term Sept. 11
lerror strikes ‘savage’

DOHA: Islamic nations on
Wednesday opposed the spread of
the US.-led onslaught on the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan to
any other Arab or Islamic country
even as Saudi dissident Osama bin
Laden appealed to all Muslims to
join in a jehad and strike against
U.S. interests across the world.

Foreign ministers of the 57-
member Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) in a joint state-
ment “rejected that any Islamic or
Arab country is attacked under the
pretext of the fight against terror-
sm”

This followed Washington’s
warning to the United Nations on
Monday that its war against terror-
tsm might extend beyond the bor-
ders of
Afghanistan.

The OIC did not
condemn the US.-
led strikes on
Afghanistan, but
instead expressed
“concern that they

could cause victims
among innocent
civilians” even as

U.S--led fighter jets
pounded the
southern Afghan
city of Kandahar B
for the second con-
sccutive  day  of

to link Islam and terrorism”™, as
well as any confusion between ter-
rorism and the right of peoples,
including the Palestinians and the
Lebanese, to self-defence and
resistance against Israeli occupa-
tion.

The ministers sharply criticised
Isracl's “state terrorism™ against
the Palestinian people. calling for
the UN Security Courncil to ensure
“international protection for the
Palestinians and to put an end to
the occupation of Arab territories
seized in 1967,

Meanwhile, terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden appealed to all
Muslims to join in a jehad and
strike at ULS. interests across the
globe.

Responding to
the appeal, the
White House said
that a statement
from the Al Qaida
network did noth-
ing but bolster its
view that the group
must be eradicat-
ed. “If anybody
needed  further
proof that this
group of terrorists
has launched
attacks on freedom
and civilisation, all
they had to do was

daylight strikes on
Wednesday.
The OIC also

demanded that the | Wednesday.

A U.S. F-13 pilot does the
thumbs up prior to take-off
from the USS Enterprise on

watch that state-
ment,” said a
White House offi-
cial who declined

“territorial integri-
ty and Islamic identity of
Afghanistan be guaranteed”. The
ministers added that any participa-
tion of their countries in the fight
against terrorism should come
under the aegis of the United
Nations, and urged that a UN-
sponsored conference on terrorism
be held.

“The OIC confirms the readi-
ness of its member states to take an
active part in the fight against ter-
rorism within the framework of
collective UN-supervised interna-
tional efforts unequivocally to
define terrorism, attack its origins
and pull up its roots,” they said.

The September 11 terror attacks
on New York and Washington
were “savage” and “contrary to
religious precepts™, the ministers
said, calling for the “tracking down
of the perpetrators and bringing
theim to justice™.

They also rejected “any attempt

to be named.

An Al Qaida spokesman
Suleiman Abu Ghaith had warned
in a pre-recorded message broad-
cast by the Qatar-based Al-Jazeera
satellite television station that “the
Americans must know that the
storm of airplanes will not stop”.
“There are thousands of young
people who look forward to death
like the Americans look forward to
living,” he said.

“American interests are every-
where, all over the world. And
every Muslim has to play his real
and true role to uphold his religion
{and) his nation.”

He said the US.-led military
strikes against Afghanistan had
“opened a door that will never be
closed”.

“America must know that by
coming to the land of Afghanistan
they've opened up a new page of
animosity between the U.S, and the
forces of the unbelievers.” iAgescies)

says OIC

Heutars

A mob of pro-Taliban Afghan refugees runs towards members of the international press at the village of
Yarro, 43 km from Quetta in Pakistan, on Wednesday. Hundreds of den:)_nygt:;s(sbauting anti-American

slogans blocked the road, forcing back the convoy. No one from the convoy w

irfjured.

a4

R 2 T

VHE Thvd

U AU S NP

£S5 OF iiivm

-l

r

b




Wy ©

THE ANTHRAX scare in Florida seems to
have spilled over into a tense world that is
already on edge wondering when, and where,
terror will strike next. Health authorities
here in the subcontinent are scrambling to
marshal their resources to tackle possible
attacks invoiving biological weapons. This is
just as well since bio-terrorism was never a
serious issue for the country’s defence plan-
ners who. like most Indians, always thought
that it could never happen here. But the sin-
gle-minded ferocity of the September 11 ter-
rorist strikes in the US have apparently jolted
the government out of its complacency It isa
chilling thought that scientists in biotech
facilities around the world are even now rou-
tinely souping up the next generation of ter-
ror weapons: bacteria. viruses and pathogens
that could be brewed and served in aerosols to
Kill or disable at will.

The good news, though, is that the lethality
of bioweapons is usunally overestimated.
People mistakenly believe that they work by

A plague on bioweapons

/

n lc

triggering off epidemics, whenimost actually
kill by direct exposure, as the case of the
Florida victims shows. Also, bioweaponry has
been confined to agents like anthrax spores
that enter the lungs and hatch bacteria {that
then multiply in the body to finally kill), with-
out infecting anyone else. But the bad news is
that such luck may not hold indefinitely as
any genetic engineer could devise contagious
weapons at some point.

Of course, it's very difficult to develop, say,
an anthrax strain since the spores must be
just the right size: if too small, they would be
exhaled, and if too large, they would fall to
the ground. Nevertheless, it is a disturbing
thought that it is quite possible to design a
virus that would afflict only a particular eth-
nic group, thereby giving a wide safety mar-
gin for the attackers who may be of a differ-
ent ethnic persuasion. And genetic engineer-
ing could just as easily fashion a vaccine to
match such a Killer virus so that the aggres-
sor could be immunised. i

THINK IT OVER. ..
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" JeM under

‘close’ wateh.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 10. The Bush ad-
ministration has said that it was
putting the Pakistan-based Jaish-¢-
Mohammad (JeM) under ‘‘close”
watch for possible listing as a for-
eign terrorist organisation. 0
“We have agreed (o také/(a vety
close look at them in relation to the

criteria for listing groups on the _

foreign terrorist list,” the State De-
partment spokesman, Mr. Richard
Boucher, said at a regular briefing.

The JjeM is in the second cate-
gory of the State Department list
under “other terrorist groups™ but
has to be moved up the scale and
formally designated if sanctions
are to follow. {D

But the State Deparyment would
noet comment on the implication of
designating the JeM — putting Pa-
kistan in the category of nations
sponsoring terrorism.

“You are asking me a hypotheti-
cal question based on facts that T
can’t confirm. T would note that the
Pakistan Government issued a ve-
1y, very immediate and very, very
strong condemnation of the attack
that took place in Srinagar,” he
said, referring to the JeM’s role in
the recent car bomb atlack.

See also Page 11
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‘Jaish unde

~ roae
‘T T
WASHINGTON, Oct. 8. — The USA
will take a “a very close look™ at
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed for
deelaring it a terrorist organisation, the
state department said today, two days
days after President George W Bush
called Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee over
the phone to inform him of the attacks
on Afghanistan.

The state department spokesman, Mr
Richard Boucher, told reporters that
the TISA had “strongly condemned” the
Jaish attack on J&K Assembly that
killed 38 people on 1 October. He said:
“We have been concerned about the
violent activities of this group and
looking at any information the
government of India gives. We will take
a very close look at this group for a
variety of reasons.”

Will Pakistap be declared a state
spongor of terrorism? Mr Boucher said:
“You are asking me a hypothetical
question. The Pakistan government
issued an immediate and very, very
strong condemnation of the attack that

PRESS TRUST QF INDIA

s

US scanner

took place in Srinagar.” ' (8
Powell job in India
General Colin Powell has serios work
to do with India and Pakistan for the
international coalition against terro-
rism, for the two countries are making

important contribution towards this.

Why is the secretary of state going to
India and Pakistan to thank them
when dozens of other countries too are
providing all kinds of help? Mr Boucher
said: “I didn’t say this is just a trip to
say thank you... There is serious work
to do with both of these governments in
the coalition against terrvorism. Each
one ig making an important contri-
bution, each in its own way.”

“We'll discuss with them how we can
g6 forward in the long-term against
terrorism. Both these countries are
close to the problem,” Mr Boucher said.

Will the USA mediate between India
and Pakistan? Mr Boucher said: “I'm
not going to say what the trip is about.
We've always said we look for progress

and we would continue dOiW’

e
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- Anthrax, a casé{f bio-terrorism?

g-14
By Sridhar Krishnaswami H .

WASHINGTON, 0CT. . Without push-
ing the panic button, law enforce-
ment authorities in the J.5. are
seripusly looking at bio-terrorism
after two cases of anthrax — one
fatal — surfaced in Florida.

On Tuesday morning, a third
case may have surtaced close 10
Washington in Virginia, although
heatth authoritics are saying that
the person is being investigated
for a number of things for spores,
including anthrax.

Federal and lecal authorities
have sealed a building in Florida
and are trving to determine how
the rwo men there were exposed
to the anthrax bacteria. The
building has been sealed for two
months. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) is saying that
the case could turn inte a criminal
case if it warranted,

‘We take this very seriously. We
don’t have enough information to
know whether this could be relat-
ed to terrorism or net.” the At
lerney-General, Mr. Jahn
Asheroft, said at a press confer-
erce.

Of panricular interest to author-
ities in Florida is the sealed build-
ing, headquarters of American
Media Inc., which houses publi-
cations, including The Sun and
The Nafional Enguirer, The build-
ing is an area which had been fre-
quented by many of the terrorists
who have now been implicaled
for the attacks on New York and
Washington.

Investigators are poinling to
the fact that hijuckers had been
asking questions about crop dust-
ing and were interested in small
planes used for the purpose. This
arca is not too far from the Amer-
ican Media huilding. Further, one
of the persons who has died of
anthrax lived about one mile from
where Mohammad Atta, the likely
local md%ternnnd of the terror at-

FBI agents and the special investigating unit probing the anthrax
American Media Inc. in Boca Raton, Florida, on

tacks, rented planes.

What is of concern to the au-
thorities is (hat anthrax could be
delivered in crop dusting planes:
and it has been used in germ war-
lare. [n the past, people who have
contracted the disease were for
1he most part agricultural workers
who come inio contact with in-
fected animals. Medical experts
are saying that in such cases the
reaction takes the form of skin
cruptions which can be cured if
detected on timee.

AP reports:

Mr, Bob Stevens, photo editor
at The Sun, died after apparently
111ha|mg anthrax, and an CIT)[)lU}

ee in the same building, Mr, Er-
nesto Blanco, had the bacteria in
his nosiils. The bacteria was
found on a computer kevboard in
their office. A State health official
had his own doubts. “The chane-

5 are one in a bilion” that two
such cases would occur, said Dr.
tandis Crockett, Director of Dis-
ease Control for the Florida De-
partment of Health.

In Virginia, lab tests performed
on & patient had thus far been
negative, Dr. Thomas Ryvan of
Price William Hospital said. I
just want to allay everybody's
anxiety about this case hecause it

cases go about their work at the
Tuesday. — AP

just doesn't seem to fit the crite-
ria,” he said.

On Maonday, the hospital had
contacted the health department
with a possible anthrax diagnosis,
“one of several possible diag-
noses'” for the victim. Mr, Bennet
Roltan, senior reporter fur The
National Enguirer, described a
“eryptic” e-mail sent to the stall
in late August or early September
by a person who had worked in
the newsroom doring the sum-
mer. T intrigued us that he left
such a cryptic farewgll,” Mr. Bol-
ton said. Fedepar” investigators
have been igfafmed about the o-
mail.
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\«Islamlc States to discuss terrorism

By C. Raja Mohan 1 U
NEW DELHI, OCT. 7. As the leaders from the Arab

i and Islamic world gather this week af Doha,

Qatar, the United States will be looking for a
collective support, even with qualifications, to
its current confrontation with the Taliban re-
gime.

Foreign Ministers from the Arab League of
the Arab nations and the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference are meeting in Doha on
Monday and Tuesday respectively to debate
possible backing to the U.5, military action
against Afghanistan.

In all likelihood, both these groups will hold
their nose and endorse the American ap-
proach. But the two meetings will be watched

i for the kind of caveats, particularly on the

right of Palestinians to use violence against
Israel, that they may want to throw in.
India, tog, would monitor Pakistani moves
to sneak in the Kashmir question into this del-
icate debate at the OIC. Istamabad may want
to exempt the acts of violence by Kashmiri
groups from the definition of international
terroristm and equate Kashmir with Palestine.
Incessant propaganda from Pakistan has in-
sisted that violence in Kashmir is part of the
struggle for ‘self- determinatton’ and is similar
to the Palestinian movement, This formula-
tion was reiterated yesterday by the Foreign

: . Office in Pakistan,

East,

The broad trend among the Tslamic states s
said to be against any move that dilutes the
current focus of their concerns in the Middle

There was little Arab and Muslim support at
the World Conference against Racism in Dur-
ban a few weeks ago, when Pakistan attempt-
ed to smuggle in the Kashmir gquestion into
the debate.

The U.S. has reportedly been urged by many
of its friends in the Islamic world not to launch
attacks against Afghanistan until there is a col-
lective endorsement by the Arab League and
the OIC.

A joint imprimatur from the Arab League
and the OIC will lend political legitimacy to
the American military actions as well as let the
moderate Arab regimes cope with popular
rage against the U.5. and Israel.

In the last four weeks, the Bush Adminis-
tration has rallied reluctant supporters from

AMERICA AT WAR

the Arab and Islamic world to join the coali-
tion against international terrorism. The con-
servative Arab states of the Gulf Cooperation
Council had extended cautious support to the
U.5. in fighting international terrorism and its
perpetrators at the end of September.

At the same time, the GCC cautioned
against equating Islam with terrorism and de-
manded pressure on Israel to stop its violence
against the Palestinians. They also hinted at
the importance of the approval of the United
Nations for any American action.

Unlike the Gulf monarchies which are large-
ly pro- Western, the Arab League and the OIC

-—
will bring together a much larger group of Is-
lamic countries, including many anti-Amer-
ican radical states of both the secular and the
religious variety,

To be sure, few Arab or Muslim countries
have any sympathy for the Taliban. Even
though the Taliban captured Kabul in Septem-
ber 1996, the OIC did not grant it the Afghan
seat. Arabs and Muslims did not back the Tali-
ban’s entry to the United Nations either.

More fundamentally, terrorism and extre-
mism threaten the security of many Arab re-
gimes. And Osama bin Laden has made no
secret of his desire to overthrow many regimes
in the Arab and Islamic world.

But at the debate in Doha, many other is-
sues, including political ambiguity towards
the 11.5., opposition to Israel and the rights of
Palestinians, will inevitably come to the fore.
The definition of international terrorism has
already become an important question for key
Arab and Islamic states.

Many of them, with Israel on mind, will in-
sist that viclence against occupation or colo-
nisation cannot be branded as terrorism. This
is precisely where Pakistan might want to
muscle in to equate the situation in Palestine
with that in Kashmir.

Radical opinion in the Arab and Islamic
world may not allow an unambiguous endor-
sement of the U.S. position on Afghanistan
and international terrorism at Doha. But
Washington hopes that its friends and allies
will help temper the debate and prevent the
caveats from becoming objectionable.
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U.S. links Kandahar

hijack with WTC

8y Chidanand Rajghatta ‘
Times News Network

\
WASHINGTON: US. inves /\i
lots probing the September 11 ca
nage have established a link
between the Pakistan-based ter-
rorists who had hijacked an Indian
Aitlines flight in 1999 and the per-
petrators of the multiple air-crash-
es that killed some 5,000 people,
according to CNIN.

Unnamed government officials
told the network that Mustafa
Mohammed Ahmed. who wired
$100,000 from Pakistan to suspect-
ed hijacking ringleader
Mohammed Atta, was an alias for
Shiek Syed, one of three prisoners
whose release had been demanded
by the hijackers of the Indian
Airline plane which was flown to
Kandahar.

The Indian government was
forced to release Syed, along with
fundamentalist preacher Maulana
Masood Azhar and a terrorist
named Mushtag Ahmed Zargar,
after a weck of protracted negotia-
tions with the hijackers who held
135 passengers hostage with the
obvious complicity of the Taliban

O Following the exchange,

crash

-1\:‘-

g, 1Y

the
three prisoners and the [ive hijack-
ers drove across the border into
Pakistan, where, Indian officials
say, they were recefved and dis-
persed by operatives of the
Pakistan intelligence service, the
ISL

Sheik Syed and Zargar have not
been seen in public sioee, but
Masood  Arhar suabsequently
formed a breakway terrorist unil
calied Jaish-e-Mohammed and has
been openly inciting terrorism
against Indta and the United
States. The Indian government,
which believes the Y51 has a handle
on him, has recently called on
Istamabad to extradite him.

Syed was widely recognised as
the leader of an Al-Qaida-affiliat-
ed Islamic militant group known as
Harkar-ul-Mujahideen, of which
Jaish is an offspring. He was edu-
cated at the London School of
Economics and Indian intelligence
officials have told their US. coun-
terparts thar he was last seen about
six months ago at a bookshop in
Islamabad.
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Talks up, it’s action

Qe
time now,

NEW YORK: Informing that the Bush
administration had rejected the Taliban's
offer to release cight foreign aid workers if
the U8 withdrew its military threat,
Amencan officials on Sundav sa:d the war
against Saudi [ugitive Osama bin Laden and
the Taliban “may begin any time now™.

The first bawch of LOO) American clite
iroops has reached Uzbekistan. A defence
department official was quoted as saying
that a few dozen members of the special
operations  forces  had  already  been
deployed within striking  distance  of
Afghanistan. Besides, he g
said about 500 additional
members of special oper-
ations units would join
the US. troops now in
Egypt tfor a month-long
military excrcise begin-
ning next weck. “They
could easily swing over
towards  Afghanistan.”
he remarked.

Officials informed that
the U5, was also arming

‘Uzhek border

“militia leaders _

'WINDS OF WAR

» British journalist freed

» U.S. refuses to bargain for aid
workers’ freedom

® Tafiban, LS, line up troups alﬂng
» Pak freezes bank accounts of

¥ [siamabad puts relfgl—luus leader
under house arrest

says U.S.

TRV UL L
uid workers continued, British journalist
Yvonne Ridley was freed on Sunday, nine
days after she was held for illegally cntering
Afghanistan. *“She has been released. She is
free”  information minister Qatraduliah
Jamal said in Kabul.

Meanwhile, responding to the American
build-up in Uzbekistan, the Taliban began
deploying thousands of its troops along the
Uzbek border. “We have deployed our
forces in allthe important areas because this
is a question of our honour and prestige. We
will never bow down to Amertcan forces
and will fight till the last
breath,” a  Taliban
defence ministry
——- § spokesman was guoted
as saving. He said
around 8.000 soldiers
had been positioned
along the Afghan-Uzbek
border.

Confirming the arrival
of American personnel,
a Uzbek defence min-
istry  spokesman  said.

soldiers of the Northern
Alliance while continuing its efforts to causc
defections in the Taliban ranks,

At Washington, President George Bush
on Sunday made it ¢lear that the US. would
not bargain for the release of the aid work-
ers arrested by the Taliban for preaching
Christianity. With its last-ditch effori 10 avert
a strike by Western forces failing, time seems
to be running out for the Afghan militia,
which has steadfastly refused 1o hand over
Bin Laden. the prime suspect behind the
recent attacks on the US.

An angry Taliban, which onlv last week
promised that the aid workers would receive
a fair trial, on Sunday declared that their
fate would be linked to the attacks against
Afghanistan, Among the aid workers are
two Amencans, two Australjians and four
Germans. Backing the Americans, Berlin on
Sunday urged the Taliban to refease them
without any conditions.

While the haggling over the rclease of the

‘U.S. ignored Russian

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed

Times News Network
LONDON: The U.S. administration had
very specific information about Osama bin
Laden, his whereabouts, details of his Al-
Qaida network and the degree of Pakistani
military and security involvement in
Afghanistan as far back as March, courtesy
the Russians, but still elected to take no
action.

The latest issue of Jane’s Intelligence
Review, published from Lundon, says that
Moscow's permanent mission at the United
Nations “submitted an unprecedentedly
detailed report” to the UN Security
Council six months before the terror strikes
in the U.S. According to Alex Standish, the
editor of the Review, the attacks of

“They must prepare the
airfieid and the runway for the landing of
U.S. airplanes, besides placing the necessary
equipment in place.” He informed that
more U5 technical personnel were expect-
ed to arrive in the next 24 hours. The special
troops are expected 1o be given the task of.
servicing military planes and protect
humanitarian convoys and main roads.

In what may be considerad good news for
the US., the Northern Alliance on Sunday
claimed to have captured two villages near
Samangan, thus closing in on the strategic
northern city of Mazar- i-Sharif. An opposi-
tion spokesman said the villages had been
seized after the Taliban’s thrust had failed.
He also claimed that eight Taliban com-
manders and 100 fighters had surrendered
to the opposition forces fearing a US
attack. If the Northern Alliance manages to
capture Mazar-i-Shanf, it will give the US
forces in Uzbekistan a perfect base to
iaunch their attacks on the Taliban. Agences;

report on Bin Laden’

September 11 were less of an Amerncan
intelligence failure and more the result of
V.S, inaction based on “a political decision
not to act against Bin Laden™.

The intelligence, said Jane’s, included
details of Pakistan’s crucial aid to the
Taliban, which enjoys a reportedly symbiot-
ic relationship with Al-Qaida.

Jane's, which sources its report to a leak
“from the highest levels of the UN", said
the information also detailed the extent to
which the Taliban was involved in drug traf-
ficking.

Mr Standish said that the Russians had
not only provided *“a listing of all Bin
Laden’s bases, his government contacts and
foreign advisars”, but also enough to indi-
cate his whereabouts,

¥
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FINE TUNING THE ANTVTERROR CHORUS |

THE GLOBAIL. ‘CAMPAIGN' against terrorism
seems to be gradually acquiring some clarity as
possible broad mission, but the signs are still
ar from being definitive. Indeed, it remains un-
/ deniable that the United States and its impres-
sive array of ‘allies and friends' in this
‘endeavour’ have kept their microscopic atten-
tion focussed entirely on Osama bin Laden — a
suspected wizard of terror, who is believed to be
hiding somewhere in the Taliban-controlled ar-
eas of Afghanistan. Yet, the gathering interna-
tional ‘campaign’ appears to be gaining a
somewhat broader sweep than meets the eye.
This has been articulated by the British Prime
Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, during his brief visit to
New Delhi on Saturday. Having emerged as a
vigorous associate of the U.S. in forming the
international coalition, Mr. Blair showed a sen-
sitive awareness of India’s view that any world-
wide ‘campaign’ against terror should be
sustained beyond the current battle of wits or
even a war with Osama and his Taliban allies.
Official India made no secret of its strong feel-
ings of dismay over Pakistan being accepted by
the West as a key player in the emerging anti-
terror coalition despite Islamabad’s record of
encouraging ‘‘cross-border terrorism’’ in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. In a responsive fashion, Mr.
Blair unambiguously affirmed that the evolving
muitilateral alliance was opposed to terrorism
in all its forms. Now, unexceptionable is the sug-
gestion by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, that the international community
should prevent any country from exploiting the
current global ‘campaign’ as a “cover”’ or
smokescreen for those “‘sinister’” agendas of ter-
ror that might not affect the vital interests of the
U.S. or the West at this moment. However, while
India’s concerns about the ravages of externally-
inspired terror are entirely understandable,
New Deihi should avoid an unseemly competi-
tion with Pakistan to serve as a logistical ‘fron-
tline state’ in the battle against Osama as now
conceived by the U.S, and the United Kingdom,
In/ a subtle sense, the apparent gap between

Indlab ‘moral’ cam gll and America’s com-
pulsions of the momgnt is not altogether in-
explicable. As the conspicuously main target of
a mass terror offensive on September 11, the
U S, has its own priorities, Tts first objective is to
execute a relevant agenda of identifying and si-
lencing the perpetrators of that particular crime
against humanity, India, on the other hand, is
moie cognisant of the 'moral’ imperative of
seizing the present defining moment to per-
suade the internarional community to formu-
late a larger vision, as distinct from a mere
agenda, to fight the politics of terrorism every-
where. However, the distinction between a po-
litical agenda and a ‘moral’ vision is not an
impediment to suitable cooperation between
India and the U.S. as also the U.K. and others.
The actual parameters of this cooperation will
be determined by the interplay of each party’s
perceived national interests. f} WA A -

This may also explain why America's latest
list of foreign terrorist organisations does not
include somme notorious outfits that seek to un-
dermine India’s authority in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The genesis of some of these anti-India
factions can be traced to Osama or his perverse
ideology. Yet, the U.S,, already wary of Pakis-
tan’s sensitivities in this regard, seems to have
gone by the legal determination that the anti-
India groups do nol appear to threaten Amer-
ica’s security interests in a direct manner at this
specific moment. Despite the ringing declara-
tion that it is a campaign in defence of freedom,
what is manifest is the strand of realpolitik in
America’s current diplomacy concerning Pakis-
tan as a possible collaborator in the anti-Osama
project. There can be no other credible explana-
tion of the latest vote by the U.5. Senate to waive
certain Pakistan-specific sanctions that were
imposed to pull it back towards some form of
democracy. It was not without reason, there-
fore, that the anti-Osama project was the dom-
inant theme of Mr. Blair's dialogue with
Pakistan's leaders at this time. -

|



G-7 ponders plan to

block terrorist fupn

!

-—
WASHINGTON, 0CT. 6. ['inance Min-
isters from the world's seven rich-
est industrialisecd nations are
seeking wavs to counter weaken-
ing business and consumer confi-
dence stemming from  last
month's terrorist attacks in the
United States.

At their mecling on Sawurday,
the Group of Seven officials also
planned to review plans to ident-
fv and freeze lerrorist funding
networks in addition to devising a
strategy to  promote  global
growth. The U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary, Mr. Paul O'Ncill acting as
host with the Federal Reserve
Chairman, Mr. Alan Greenspan,
said the Urited States was pro-
pared to pay any cost to win the
battle against terrorisim. "'No mat-
ter what it costs, our cconomy is
s0 strong and our potential so
great that whatever the cost is,
we'll suck it up and be able to ab-
sorb it without doing damage (o a
3 per cent or 3.5 per cent real
growth rate,” Mr. (O'Neill told re-
porters in a preview of the ses-
siens. The G-7 countries are the
United States, Japan, Germany,
France, Britain, [taly und Canada.

Mr, O'Neill said these nations
and others were providing excel-
lent cooperation in the initial ef-
forts to clamp down on terrorist
financing. He said he has asked
the Russian Finance Minister, Mr.
Aleksei Kudrin, to participate
mere fully in the G-7 meetings
than he normally would to under-
line the need for a hroad-based
alliance against terrorism.

Mr. Kudrin said he had pledged
in a meeting with Mr. Q'Neill on
Friday thar Russia would cooper-
ate fully in the effort to frecze ter-
rorist asscts, In advance of the
G-7 discussions, Mr. Horst Koeh-
ler, managing directar of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, said
policy-makers needed to closely
cooperate to prevent the global
slowdown from worsening. Mr.

Koehler said in a statéraent Lhat

decisions by major central banks |

to cut interest
growth provide hope that coordi-
nated effores will work, Those rate
culs have been led by the Federal
Reserve, which has pushed inter-
est rates to their lowest level in
nearly 40 years. {
Mr. O'Neili said h ppdnned to
tell the other Finarge Ministers
that the U.5. econorfy has preb-
ably shrunk in the {uly- Scptem-
ber quarter because of the Sept.
11 attacks but should then stage a
quick rebound, He said this eco-
nomic recovery will be aided by
the inlerest rate cuts and earlier
tax curs passed by Congress and
an additional stimulus package
that the administration is working

with lawmakers to put into place.

The President, Mr. George W.
Bush, said on Friday that about $
60 billions in increased spending
for reconstruction and increased
unemployment bencfits should
he accompanied by $ 60 billions
in new tax cuts for individuals and
businesses.  Mr. O'Neill said ihe
other major topic at Saturday's
discussions was review of each
country’s plans to frecze terroe-
ists’ financial assets. The Bush ad-
ministration is working on a list
that could double the number of
individuals and groups being tar-
geted in the campaign to cut off
money lo terrorists, said Govern-
ment officials, speaking on condi-
tion of ananvmity.

The officials said the new list,
which is expected to be released
carly next week, could contain be-
tween 24 and 27 new cntities. Mr,
Bush on Sept. 24 ordered a treere
on the assets of 27 people and ar-
ganisations suspected of con-
ducting or financing terrorist
activities, including those of Sau-
di exile Osama bin Laden, the
prime suspect in the Sept. 11 al-
tacks. — AP

rates to boost ¢
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.~ New Delhi reminds United Kingdom of proofs showing Pakistan’s role in Kashmir terrorism |

Blair belies India’s h
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 6. — Hopes that In-
dia may have nurtured after the 11
September attacks that the world
would take notice of and act against
the terror New Delhi has faced for al-
most two decades, have been quietly
set aside! But along with the diplomat-
ic disappointment came an acknowl-
edgement that India will have to fight
its war against terrorism alone.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee today al-
most said as much to the visiting Brit-
ish Prime Minister, Mr Tony Blair.
Disapproving of attempts to tackle the
Afghan issue in isolation, Mr Vajpayee
said: “The global war has to be tackled
on a global basis.”

“For over two decades now, India has
waged a virtually lone struggle against
terrorism,” the Prime Minister told Mr
Blair. “We believe that in this global-
ised world, distance and time don’t pro-
vide insulation from the reach of ter-
rorism.”

Trying to impress upon his guest the
need to identify the problem and deal
with it, Mr Vajpayee said: “The hijack
of an aircraft from Kathmandu to Kan-
dahar may have links with the four
planes creating havoc in USA., This is
precizely why terrorism has to be deait
with globally.”

Mr Blair's “thanks” for India’s “strong

Mr Tony Blair and Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee in New Delhi on Saturday. — AP/PTI

"

Opes

stand” against terrorism “in all its for-
ms” rang hollow in the light of any con-
crete action against perpetrators of ter-
ror in J&K being made to play second
fiddle to the acts of 11 September.

Mr Blair agreed with Mr Vajpayee
that Afghanistan needs a broad-based
government and the crisis the Afghans
are facing should be addressed properly.

Mr Blair's brief stopover here was

apparently aimed at conveying UK's
appreciation of India's stoic fortitude
in the face of intimidation.

The foreign minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, later told journalists that the

i oo |
\

\ They differed & it showed

‘ 1
" NEW DELHI, Oct. 6. — Mr Atal

| Behari Vajpayee didn't look at his |

| British guest while making his open-

| ing remarks to the media, and his

_body language didn't exude the

‘ warmth that characterised his inter-

| face with Mr Bill Clinton. l

. Mr Vajpayee was correct, courteous |

’ and attentive, but the absence of |

, unanimity on how to fight terror was |
apparent when he said: “No, I'm not |

{ in favour of tackling the Afghan |

 issue in isolation” Mr Tony Blair

f looked a little uncertain while wall-

' ing towards the mikes. — SBNS

Kaghmir terrorism had figured during
the hour-long breakfast meeting. “We
exchanged views on combating terror-
ism in all its manifestations and in all
parts of the world, including J &K.
India had handed over to Britain qll
proofs of Pakistan’s it_wolvement in
Jammu and Kashmir militancy earlier
thie year, During the talks with Mr
Blair, New Delhi reminded him of the
evidence. Much of the m.a_\t.enal inclu-
ded details of the tetrorist camps in
Pakistan, PoK and Afghanistan.

R More reports on pages 11,327




‘America _continues to shield
Pak over|terrorism charges

By Chidanand Flajghatie@\ A
Times News Network |

WASHINGTON: Despite continu-
ing revelations about Tslamabad’s
complicity in terrorist activity, the
U.S. continues to sheld Pakistan
from terrorism charges in the hope
it will turn a new lzaf, with the
western media readily toeing the
official line.

The latest disclosures came at a
Congressional hearing on
Wednesday at which US. intelli-
gence analysts not only spoke
about Pakistan’s official role in
fomenting and bankrelling terror-
ism but also addressed the connec-
tions between the Taliban and ter-
rorism in Kashmnir,

“Pakistan has also used its posi-
tion and support to the Taliban to
establish within Afghanistan a
series of training camps for
Kashmiri terrorists. ISI personnel
are present, in mufii, to conduct
the training” Vince Cannistraro, a
former ClA chief of counter-ter-
rorism operations, said 10 a testi-
mony  before the House
International Relations
Committee.

“This arrangement allowed
Pakistan “plausible denial’ that it is
promoting insurgency in
Kashmir,” he added.

[—

arles Santos, a fellow intelli-
gence analyst, told the committee
that Pakistan’s support 1o the
Taliban enablcd it “to relocate ils
training camps for Kashmiri scpa-
ratists to Afghanistan, benefiting
from extremist networks in
Afghanistan  and  providing
Pakistan with plausible deniabil-
ty”.
“Pakistant extremist groups
have functioned as umbrella
organizations for other interna-
tional terror groups that sought
shelter in Afghanistan,” he added.
However, the disclosures, as also
the latest massacre in Kashmir, was
just a blip in the U.S. media’s satu-
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ration coverage of its government’s
war on terrorism.

Despite revelations that expose
Pakistan’s lie that it is not engaged
in terrorism, the Bush administra-
tion has been coy about acting
against Islamabad, preferring to
buy out its ally with promises of
financial reward, without publicly
seeking any commitment of ending
its role.

Not even the latest expose that
Pakistan’s military ruler Pervez
Musharraf aborted a CIA plan of
training Pakistani commandos to
nab Bin Laden has moved the
administration from its professed
line. The let’s-coddle-Pakistan-cut-
of- terrorism school now bcen
jotned by some lawmakers, includ-

ing the mfluential Senator Joseph
Biden, who is now proposing a
‘Marshall Plan’ kind of endeavour
to combat the terrcrism menace in
scveral countries in the Tegion,
including Pakistan.

The term refers 10 a post-World
War II strategy under which the
US. infused large amounts of capi-
tal to rebuild war-torn Eurcpe.

Indian officials and analysts are
aghast that such a plan could be
considered without first getting
Pakistan to forsake its militaristic
thinking and forcing it to abjure
terrorism. “The last time they
pumped in money during the Zia
vears, they saw the results” one
official, who did not want to be
named, said.

In its international campaign
against terrorism, the administra-
tion has not even warned Pakistan
once from desisting from terrorism
despite its own rzcords showing
unabated activity.

The state department’s Patterns
of Terrorism report for the Year
2000 noted that “Pakistan’s mili-
tary government, headed by Gen
Pervez Musharraf, continued pre-
vious Pakistapi government sup-
port of the Kashmir insurgency,
and Kashmiri militant groups con-
tinued to operate in Pakistan, rais-
ing funds and recruiting new
cadre™.

“Several of these groups were
responsible for attacks against
civilians in Kashmir,” it added.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, QOct. 5. - The Jaish-
e-Mohammed, that claimed res-

" ponsibility for Monday's Srina-

gar attack, has emerged as a
powerful militant outfit within
19 months of its formation. |
Headed by Maulana Masood
Azhar, Jaish has become the
second largest ultra outfit in
the Kashmir valley with 800
trained members, mostly for-
eign mercenaries.

The Hizbul Mujahideen is stili
the top militant group with
1,600 activists.

Intelligence officials told
The Statesman that the Lash-
kar-e-Taiyaba now has 600 to
700 foreign militants.

The BSF deputy inspector-
general, said that during the
past few months almost all
Harkat cadres joined Jaish.
Thus Harkat’s presence in
Kashmir now ig negligible. The
Al-Badr too has lost its
metnbers to Jaish. “Harkat had

even said it would use their

funds in the name of Jaish,” Mr
RS Bhullar said.

Al-Umar had hecome active
after its leader, Mushtaq La-
tram, and Maulana Masood Az-
har were released in exchange
for the hostages on Indian
Airlines’ 1C-814 passengers in
December 1999, Jaish and Al-
Umar have carried cut many
joint attacks in the Kashmir
valley.

“Almost the entire Al-Umar
group in Anantnag’s Tral area

[NO MORE ENEMY PROPER

QUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
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NEW DELHI, Oct. 5. — A Supreme: Court Division Bench

{coram, Sethi, Shah, J.J) today directed the Jammu and Kash-
mir government not to entertain any ‘more claims for proper-
‘ties left behind by those who migratec to Pakistan during ri-
ots after partition in 1947,

Expressing surprise over the manner in which the 12-year
limitation period, prescribed under Evzicuees (Administration
Property) Act 1949 was being ignored aind frivolous and bela-
ted applications were entertained, the court directed the au-

" thorities “not to entertain any application under Section & of
the Act hereafter as it can’t be conceivesd that a persen whose
property was allegedly wrongly declarecl or vested in the cus-
todian would keep silent for a period spread over five decades”.

“We have noticed with distress that vesited interests and un-
scrupulous litigants are usurping the evacuee properties in the
State by filing frivolous and belated applications preferring
state claims under Section 8 of the Evacuees (Administration of .
Property) Act, 1949,"said the court. The judgment came on a
petition filed by a claimant to the evacu ee property who had
challenged J&K High Court ruling that the allottees of the
evacuee property had a legal right to contest the orders of
the custodian relating fo the said property.

has merged with Jaish,” sour-
ces said.

The Jaish has a strong
présence in six northern Tral
vailey villages. The outfit is
very active in Khanga, and Qa-
marwari areas of Srinagar and
sorne parts of Kupwara too.
The group caught the counter-
insurgency grid unawares last
vear, executing the first fida-
yeen car blast outside the heavi-
ly guarded Badami Bagh (an-
tonment (headquarters of the

Army’s 1§ Corps). On 1 October,
it carried out its second suicide
attack outside the J&K Assern-
bly, killing 38 people, most of
them inriocent civilians.

What, makes Jaish more pow-
erful than other groups active
in the valley is that the ISI
gives it more money than the
Lashkiar-e-Taiyaba, sources
said, t:hough recently the Lash-

kar chiief was given Rs 10 crore
for the group’s aciivities in
Kashrnir.
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NEW DELHI/TASHKENT, Oct. 5. —
American and Russian forces have
iaunched joint operations to irack

. down Osama bin Laden and his fol-

lowers and have crossed into the Af-

" ghan territory to reach Pamir moun-

: tc;iain ranges, a Pakistani paper said to-
ay.

British forces were also planning to
launch anti-Taliban operations from
southern Afghanistan, the News Inter-
national said quoting sources.

A 1,000-strong US elite force is mov-
ing towards Uzbekistan in the first ma-
jor deployment of US ground forces be-
fore a possible strike against Afghani-
stan, an official accompanying the de-
fence secretary, Mr Donald Rumsfeld,
from Cairo to Taskhent said today.

The crack light infantry division is
flying to Uzbekistan from Fort Drum,
New York. Its mission includes pro-
tecting US troops in Uzbekistan.

The News claimed the “assault to get
Osama in Pamir has begun”, but there
was no confirmation from Washing-
ton, Moscow or London.

“To reach (Isama’s suspected hide-
outs, advance parties of US comman-
dos had already begun crawling from
a launching site in Tajikistan since .
last Thursday. Russians had pointed
at the suspected hide-outs and provi-
ded route maps to some sites which
were used for storing the nuclear-tip-
ped migsiles by the former USSR...”
Quoting sources, the daily said the
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Oﬁe of the most recent images of Osama bin Lade
doctar. Ayman &i-Zawahri. The occasion was a ce

USA had “hastily delivered” latest
models of anti-terrorist equipment to
Russia aftér the 23 September talks
between Mr George W Bush and Mr
Vladimir Putin.
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TH THE recent attacks on

the Unired States, one aspect

of terrorism — suicide terror-

ism — has assumed impor-
tance. Suicide terrorism should not he
seen just as the work of a maniac or a
bunch of maniacs. The concept of suicide
terrorism, with all its manifestations and
implications, is essentialiy modern and a
post-1980 phenomenon. Ever since the
first suicide terrorist attack in October
1983 in Beirur killing rore than 250
American  and  French peacckeepers,
there have been nearly 300 suicide terror-
ist attacks all over the globe. An analysis
of these attacks reveals the following as-
pects,

First, as mentioned above, suicide ter-
rorisin is a post-1980 phenomenon. It had
very close conneciions with fran and
came into being after the revolution in
fran in 1979, The first suicide attack was
carried out by a Shia terrorist group Hez-
bollah (Army of Allah), which had very
close links with fran. Most of the suicidai
ateacks carried out during the early 1980s
were by the Hezbollah and the Amal, an-
other Shia terrorist organisation. Second,
of the groups that were involved, except
L.TTE, the rest — Hezbollah, Amal, Ha-
mas, Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad (PI), Cgyptian
Islamic Jihad, Gama'a al-1slamiva and Al-
Qaedy — adhere to the [slamic faith, both
Shia and Sunai.

Third, though rhe majority of the orga-
nisations involved in suicide terrorism
adhere to 4 particular faith, the objective
of the attacks, primarily, have been politi-
cal and not religious. The first ever attack
perpetrated by the Hezbollah was to
threaten the UU.N, peacckeepers, mainly
the Americans and the French, and pre-
vent any future deployment of U.N.
troops in Lebanon. Additionally, chasing
the Israeli troops away from Lebanon was
also an objective of these attacks, one in
which the Hezbollah did succeed; the
U.N, peacckeeping forces were with-
drawn and Israel, finding ir difficult to
cope with a series of such attacks, retreat-
ed. The attacks by the fwo Egyplian
groups, Egyptian Tslamic Jihad and Ga-
ma’'a al-Islamiya, were primarily acts of
revenge or of disapproval. For example,
the suicidal attack on the Egyptian Em-
bassy in Pakistan in Novemnber 1995 was
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« Suicide terrorism

By Suba Chandran

aimel against any possible cooperation
betwekn Pakistan and Cgypt in extradit-
ing thelterrorist leaders to Egypt. The at-
tacks of Hamas and the P} were purely
political and were mainly aimed at dis-
rupting the peace process berween Israel
and the PLO (Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation). The Al-Qaeda, a recent addi-
tion, which is funded by Osama bin
Laden and blamed for the terrorist at-
tacks against the U.S., is in fact anti-West
and, in particular, anti-U.S., though it
proclaims of waging a jehad against the
infidels. All these groups use Islam merely
to gain religious legitimacy for their acts.

Fourth, the participation of women in
such suicide attacks. More than one-third

1.8, had to withdraw its troops from Le-
banon after the 1983 attack, and even 1s-
rael retreated from the territory it had
occupied. The Sri Lankan Government
finds it totally impossible to deal with the
suicide bombers, Though Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga survived a suicide attack,
the other leaders of 5ri Lanka did not have
a chance to escape. Such fatal attacks on
well-protected leaders not only create
terror inside the state but also undermine
its legitimacy. Suicide bumbers have also
created such terror that political leaders
surround themselves with elaborate se-
curity arrangements often alienating
themselves from the public.

Second, the psychological impact on

Suicide terrorism should not be seen as just the
work of a bunch of maniacs... It is the difficulty in
tackling such an extreme form of terrorism that makes
it so significant.

of the suicide attacks carried out by the
LTTE were by its women cadres and in
the PKK, its women cadres had undertak-
en more sujcidal attacks than their male
counterparts. Women, in general, are not
subjected ¢o serious security checks
which make their task easier. Besides, the
participation of women increases the mo-
rale of its women cadres, thereby inviting
more to join the group. Groups such as
the LTTE which find it difficult to get male
cadres due to the prolonged war and the
continuous out-migration of Sri Lankan
Tamils finds their wornen cadres as lethal
as their male cadres.

Why do terrorist groups organise sui-
cidal attacks? What are their objectives
and motivations? What does the terrorist
group gain. particularly when there is
widespread condemnation of such acts,
from not only Governments, but also the
local population and the international
community? The following reasons can
be attributed as to why terrorist groups
resort to such suicidal attacks. First, the
psychological impact on the state and its
armed forces against which the act is per-
petrated. Any state, however powerful,
tinds it extremely difficult to prevent such
a determined act from an individual. The

the population. The common man is
thoroughly bewildered and feels totally
helpless, which is the very objective of the
terrorist groups — to alicnate the pop-
ulation from the Government and make
them Feel that their Government is impo-
tent, Third, the morale of the terrorist
group that perpetrates the suicide attack,
Many a time, suicidal attacks by an orga-
nisation has been to boost the morale of
its cadres and overcome the remorse
caused by any military loss. The LTTE has
always resorted to suicidal attacks when-
ever it met with any major debacle at the
hands of the §ti Lankan armed forces; the
PKK too was involved in suicidal attacks
to boost its image among its own cadres
and among the population whose cause it
supposedly served. The [TTE is one
among the few organisations that has an
institutionalised suicide wing — Karum-
puligal (Black Tigers). July 3 is celebrated
as the day of the Black Tigers. Such glori-
fication boosts the morale of the cadres,
In Jammu and Kashmir, the terrorist
groups prefer to call themsclves “fi-
daveen’ (suicide squads), though their
attacks are primarily based on a hit-and-
run strategy.

Fourth, suicidal attacks provide a lot of
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publicity and media attention to the
group that is involved. The Hezbollah be-
came very popular in the carly 1980s
mainly because of its suicidal attacks. The
pubticity tactor is significant as it not only
makes it poputar, but alse helps the group
get more tecruits. Especiully in regions
such as West Asiv and South Asia, where a
number of groups claim to represent the
same populatdon, suicidal attacks make
them serious, powerful and invincible
among those who are willing to ke the
extremist prath. It is no coincidence that
the Hamuas, Hezbollah and the LTTE,
which arc able w get cadres continuously,
are those groups that have “institutional-
ised” suicide squads und have a separate
suwicide wing, Another aspeet of the pub-
licity is the funding. When there are a
number ol groups espousing the sume
cause, suicidal attacks enable the groaps
to mobilise more funds — both from in-
ternal and external sources. Again, It 18
more than mere coincidence that the
groups that have suicide wings are the
most funded.

Fifth, suitide atlacks, though requiring
a lot of preparation, are cost effective de-
spite the loss of a single life or two. In
Beirut, more than 250 suldiers were killed
with just one suicide killer in u Mercedes
in 1983; 40 soldiers were killed in Sri Lan-
ka in 1987 with a single driver riding his
truck inte a makeshift camp; more than
200 were killed in Nairobi and Dar es Saa-
lam in 1998 and thousunds have died in
the recent air atlacks on the U5 The
number of lives that the terrorist groups
lost in these operations and the cost in-
curred in carrying oul these attocks is
negligible when compared to the hunan
and material cost on the other side. Other
than the recent attack on the U5 in
which hijacked planes were used as deliv-
ery vehicles, in most other attacks, the
delivery vehicles were cither bicycles {the
LTTE's favourite} or stolen cars and
trucks.

How to tackle suicide terrorism? Secu-
rity measures in the past, however elab-
orate they may have been, have proved
imadcguate. 1t is the difficulty in tackling
such an extreme form of terrarism that
makes it so significant
(The writer is Jtesearch Offiver. Institide of
Peace and Canflict Studies, Neir Delhi.)



~~ Egyptian outfit backbone .

CAIRO, (EGYPT). OCT. 4, It was the
marksman's equivalent of thread-
ing a needle on the run. 5gt. Hus-
sein Abbas, believed to have sunk
the first, fatal bullet into Anwar
el-Sadat, told interrogators that
he was able to shoot through the
neck because the Egyptian Presi-
dent had stretched his head back-
ward to view some fighter jets
flying overhead.

With that assassination, 20
yvears ago this week, Egyptian Is-
lamic Jihad announiced its exist-
ence to the world. pushed since
then largely into exile, its leader-
ship now forms the backbone for
Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan,
terrorism experts have said. It is
believed to provide him with his
two top lieutenants, another 200
foval followers and its focus on
training and specialised skills, no-
table elements in the Septermber
11 atracks. Both Ayman al-Zawa-
hiri, a surgeon, and Muhammad
Atif, a military strategist, are lead-
ers of Egyptian 1slamic Jihad and
saidd to be Usama’s likeliest suc-
cessors, Experts believe that the
Islamic Jihad recruited only some
300 hard-core members in Egypt,
carefully selecting alienated peo-
ple with skills like forgery, military
planning or marksmanship who
would be useful in armed oper-
ations.

while Egyptian officials  say
they have no evidence linking Is-
lamic Jihad to Mohamed Atta, the
apparent mastermind of the ter-
rorist agsault on the New York and
Washington, he fits the group's
description with his training in
urban planning and aviation and
his Muslim nilitancy.

Experts say that while the Sep-
tember attacks are the work of Al-
QQacda, they very much reflect the
style that the Islamic Jihad — one
of the three terrorist groups sin-
gled out by the U. S, President,
Mr. George Bush, in his address to
Congress two  weeks ago —
brought to Osama’s group. The
targets were bold, the disregard
for human life callous and the as-
sault carried out by caleulating
men who presented a beaign face
to the wotld. "They kill indiscrim-
inately,” said Mr. Hisham Kas-
sermn, publisher of The Cualre
Times, who became familiar with
the lslamic movements through
his work as a human rights activ-
ist. "It doesn’t matter if there are
Muslims inside the World Trade

Center, hecause they're in heaven
before the towers hit the floor.
The rest? No problem. They were
infidels, anyway.”

Now that they operate almost
exclusively vutside Egypt, Islamic
jihad’s members have been
forced to shift its focus from a
coup d'etat in Cairo to targets
abroad. And they have gradually
trained their sighis on the (1.5
They are suspected of orchestrat-
ing the bombing of the U.S. Em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in
1998 as part of Al-Qaeda.

That prompted a worldwide
crackdown that apprehended a
cell planning a similar attack in
Albania. Egypt put 107 members
an trial, including 62 in absentia
and 13 members extradited from
the Balkans.  Fxperts also say 4
note of desperation has entered
their activities in recent years be-
cause the activists have failed Lo
create an Islamic State,. despite
movements  across  the  Arab
world. It is partly directed at the
movements themselves,” said Mr.
Yahya Sadowski, a pelitical sci-

ONE OF THE EARLIEST VICTIMS: Anwar Sadat

ence professor at The American
University of Beirut, speaking of

the September attacks. "It is a
way of telling them "‘We are still
moving, still breathing, we still
matter.” " [slamic Jihad's ideology
vilifies Washington for bolstering
the 20-vear Government of
Egypt's President, Ilosni Muba-
rak, which they view as corrupt,
[or supporting [srael against the
Palestinians and for hounding the
Islamic mujahedecn fighters from
one country to the next.

While the group's official goal
remains the creation of an [slamic
State, Islumic Jihad members
view their work as an almost
apocalyptic  struggle of  Istam
against the West. “They decided
that the liberation of Jerusalem
starts from Washington,” said Mr.
Mohammed Salah, a journalist
who has covered the group for a
decade for the Arab daily Al Hayat
. Initially decimated in the wake
of the Sadar assassination, Islamic
Jihad was fortified in the early
1990s by veterans of the war in
Afghanistan. — New York Times

of Al-Qaeda . \m'\,}\ow




Advani asks Pakistan to

hand over Jaish chief ¢

Times News Network A k\\,
SRINAGAR: Union home minister .K.
Advani on Thursday asked Pakistan to hand
over Mascod Azhar, chief of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed outfit,

The Jaish-e-Mohammed, a Pakistan-
based militant outfit, had clalmed respons:v
bility for the attack on
the state assembly on
Monday. The attack left |
at least 34 persons dead
and scores mjured.

Mr  Advani told
reporters after a meet-
ing of the unified com-
mand that Pakistan had
directed its  anger
towards the Kashmniris
because they had reject- §
ed the twa-nation t'lllef)f Home-
ry in 1947, He said that
Monday’s attack was an
attack on democracy
and secularism,

mlmster

council
‘Wednesday. .

Speaking of the proxy war launched by '

Pakistan on [ndia, Mr Advani said Pakistan
had dissociated itself from Jaish-e-
Mohammed, but its rufers could not deny
that Masood Azhar was in Pakistan. Let

Saxena (leff)’ outside" the legi
building

\\'U
'”\\

them hand hum over to India for dlspcnsmg
justice, the home minister said.

He added. “We would cxpect the US. to
include Jaish-e-Mohammed n its list of
banned terrorist organisations. We bclieve
that international terrorism is a menace, It is
a new kind of war.and nceds a global
response.”

Aboul the terrorist
attacks in the US., Mr
Advani said that the
U.S. had blamed the
Taliban and the Al
Qaida of Osama bin
Laden for them. In
sharp contrast, the
f Jaish-c-Mohammad, a
I tcrrorist organisation
based in Pakistan, had
& publicly owned respon-
¢ sibility for the attack on
g the assembly complex
here on Monday, the
ST e home minister added.

He said external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh, who was in the US, had drawn the
Bush administration’s attention to these facts.
Besides, the PM had written & letter to Mr
Bush on what had happened in Srinagar.

L.h Advam

i - Srinagar
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<~ US puts Kashmir,
terror in gunsight
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FROM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, Oct. 3: For the first
time since terrorists struck at the
World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, the US has held out the
- explicit possibility ithat America's
. current campaign against terror
[ could extend to Pakistan-
sponscred violence in Jammu and
Kashmir
Speaking to reporters jointly
with foreign minister Jaswant
Singh after their 30-minute meet-
ing here yesterday, US secretary of
state Colin Powell said: “We are
going after terrorism in a compre-
hensive way, not just in the pres-
ent instance of al Qaida and
! Osama bin Laden, but terrorism
as it affects nations around the
world, to include the kind of ter-
rorism that affects India.”
Hitherio, India has been insist-
ing, on the basis of private assur-
ances from the Bush administra-
| tion, thar America would go after
i Kashmiri terrorists based in Pak-
istan once Washington’s primary
goal of eliminating bin Laden and
al Qaida is achieved.
India has been arguing that
unless that is done, terrorism will
rear its head again in different

~‘

forms at different places. Since
Pakistan is a frontline ally of the
US in its pursuit of bin Laden,
Americans have been coy about
acknowledging the pursuit of
Pakistan-sponsored Kashmiri ter-
rorists as part of its agenda.

Monday’s stiicide-bomb attack
on the Jammu and Kashmir Asse-
mbly building, which is seen here
as a symbol of democracy in the
state, changed alli that and persua-
ded the Americans that they had
to go public. Singh'’s presence here
hetped.

Referring to the incident,
Powell said: “This clearly was an
act of terror. We are going after
the al @aida network, in its vari-
ous manifestations, and Osama
bin Laden and his lieutenants
who are in Afghanistan, in the

This clearly was an act of
terror.We are going after
terrorisminaa
comprehensive way

COLIN POWELL
on the J&K A csemb[y attack J

A

first instance... we are going tp/
be conducting a campaign
that goes after terrorism. and
we'll use many tools — financial
tools, intelligence, law enforce-
ment, diplomatic and political
tools — toaccomplish the mission
that the (US) President has set
before us.”

Singh extended an olive
branch te Pakistan. “If the leader-
ship of Pakistan and if Pakistan
were to abandon the path of vio-
lence and of terrorism and join
the rest of the international com-
munity in its fight against this
evil, it would be a development
that India would welcome.”

At his meeting with Singh.
Powell expressed the “condo
lences of the American people
and my personal condolence:
over the events that took place i1
Kashmir yesterday, that terribl
terrorist act, that heinous aci
that killed innocent civilians am
also struck at a government facil:
ty. It 18 this kind of terrorism tha
we are united against.”

Later in the day, defenc
secretary  Donald  Rumsfelt
echoed Powell's views as he me
Singh in his capacity as defence
minister.
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WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 3, 2001

UNMITIGATED TERROR -

THE SUICIDE BOMBER altack on the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislature complex in Srinagar on Mon-
day, hy far the most dastardlv act in the nearty
three weeks since the U.S. declared a global ‘war’
on terrarism, proclaims loud and clear that the
challenge from (he foreign-backed terrorist
groups is still very real, even if the assault may
appear to be a sign of desperation. While the tar-
get chosen — the symbol of demaocratic authority
— is in itself a mark of the terrorist outfit's audac-
ity, the facl that the fidayeen group could pene-
trate such a highly fortified building complex and
inflict a huge damage in terms of human lives lost
(over 30 persons, many of them civilians, were
killed in the outrageous episode) shows there is
something seriously wrong with the security sys-
ter in its varied aspecrs — planning, intelligence,
manpower deployment, state of alert and training
in handling different contintgencies, et al. Over the
past few weeks, there was a perceptible reduction
in the level of terrorist violence in the Valley and
this, together with the media reports quoting radio
interceprs that the militants were closing shop in
Pakistun-occupied Kashmir, was predictably seen
45 a positive development, attributable to Amer-
ican pressure on Pakistan. I this has lulled the
civil administration and the security establish-
nment inte a sense of complacency, the latest at-
tack should have shaken them out of it rudely and
al a heavy cost.

(siven that the Jaish-e-Mohammad — a jehadi
outtit formed out of Harkat factions by Masood
Azhar wha was set free following the Kandahar
hijack episode -— has claimed 'credit’ for the at-
tack and, what more, identified the suicide bom-
ber as a person from Pakistan, it is not surprising
that India should have reacted sharply, demand-
ing that Islamabad rein in the likes of the JeM.
More importantly, New Delhi has pointed to the
outrage as yel another ‘“substantive’ ground for
Washington to move decisively against “'all”" mil-
itant groups operating in Kashmir, not selectively.
I fact, quite sensitive to India's concerns in the
Kashmir context, the Bush administration has
heen repeatedly telling New Delhi that action

(o
against the jehadi groups in gf*ﬂ&r%x’as very
miuch a part of its anti-terrorism campaign, and it
is fust that the facus in its first {carrent) phase is
on Osama bin Laden, prime suspect in the Sep-
tenther 11 carnage, and his Al-Qacda network. Ina
sense, the JeM's Monday attack could be seen as
the jehadi terrorist elements’ response to this
American stance, conveving that there could he
na sell-out of the Kashmir cause under pressure
{from Washington. q LN"""MN-

Of considerable significance, therefore, is the
reassurance given by the U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, to the External Aftairs Minister, Mr.,
Jaswant Singh, during their interaction, that the
light against terrorism was “worldwide' and "not
unidimensionai, but covered all its manifestations
including those against India”. As the power
which had taken upon itself the daunting respon-
sibifity of spearheading the global ‘war’ against
terrorism — of course with the backing of the
United Nations and the active support of individu-
al countrics and regional formalions — Washing-
ton can be cxpected not to stint on strategic
moves, much less leave the task half finished. As of
now, the current Osama- specific anti-terrorism
campaign is at a very delicate stage and, given the
General Perver Musharraf regime’s own predica-
ment, the jehadi elements operating in Jammu
and Kashmir are bound to ty and exploit the pre-
vailing strategic uncertainries at the international
level ardd go all out to make their presence fell by
desperate strikes. At one level, the Tact that the
whaole world has woken up to the threat of terror-
ism since the September 1] aftacks in America
should in itself be of great help in fighting it on the
Kashmir front. Whatever initiatives Washington
might take by way of weakening the terrorisi in-
frastructure of Osama bint Laden whose hand ex-
tends ta Kashmir would also go a long way in this
endeavour. But ultimately the anti-niilitancy cam-
paign has to be fought and won by India, and it is
time that the necessary political and administra-

tive strategies, both long-term and short-tgem,
were worked out by the Government.
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xpectbig,

news, Osama

(PAle

told mother

Lonlon, Oclaber 2

EXACTLY TWQ days before the
devastating terrorist attacks in
New York and Washington,
Saudi-born dissident Osama hin
Laden told his adopted mother to
expect “hig news”.

i two davs you're going to
hear big news and you're not
gouing to hear from me for a
while,” The Daily Telegraph
today quoted Osama as saying.

The news said an unnamed
foreign Intelligence service had
intercepted fhe ca.. between bin
Laden and his adopted mother al-
Khalita two days before the
World Trade Centre and Penta-
gon were attacked,

American sources would not
tell the television station which
country had intercepted the call.
But al-Khalifa, one of the feur
wives of Osama’s father, was
reported to have been in a Paris
hospital for a check-up on Sep-
tember 12. The Hews came the
day after British Prime Minister
Tony Blajir said he had been
shown “incontravertible” evi-
dence that bin Laden was
involved in the attacks.

Al-Ehalifa is not actually the
terrorist’s mother but brought
him up in their extended family
of 32 brothers and sisters.

NBC claimed that while the
rest of the family had ostracised
QOsama, his adepted mother had
remained in touch with him and
was thought to have attended the
wedding of Osama’s son in
Afghanistan earlier this vear

The intercepted call is an
important breakthrough for
investigators, but they are hop-
ing that transaction of funds will
provide the firm physical evi-
dence to link bin Laden to the
September 11 attacks.

According to the report, FBI
now believes that the 19 suicide
attackers had little in the way of
support networks inside America
and that the cunspiracy was put
together largely in Germany and
financed through banks in Dubai,
though they do not believe that
the monev originated there.

FBI believes it has put togeth-
er anoverview of the piot, witha

/mﬁzmup of relatively sophis-
ticated men, including alleged
suicide pilors Mohammed Atta.

NATOD ALLIES SHOWN
BIN LADEN L'NK PRODF

Brussels, October 2

T
|
!
|
THE US gave its Nato allies |
“clear and compelling evi- |
dence” on Tuesday that |
points to involvement of |
Osama bin Laden and his ;
al-Qaida network in last i
month’s attacks in New York |
and Washington, Secreiary- }
General Lord Robertson said, |
“It is clear that all roads |
lead to al-kaida and pinpoint |
hin Laden as having been |
involved in it.” Robertson said |
after a classified briefing |
given to the organisation’srul- |
ing council by US ambassador |
at large Francis X Taylor. !
Meanwhile, Yiadimir 4
Putin will become the first |
Kremlin leader ever to visit
NATO headquarters in Brus- i
sels on Wednesday. Experts i
say the stop may s;gnal Rus- 4
sia’s readiness to join the |
security alliance of the US. |
Agencies |

)

Hani Hanjour, Ziad Samir Jarrah
and Marwan al-Shehhi, arriving
upto 18 months ggo.

They began training as pijots
and were jeined only a short-
while before the attacks by alarg-
ar group of men described as
“muscle”. “They were the guys
who were there to hold off the
passengers,” the report quoting
source within the probe said.

The close-knrit nature of the
group, who lived mostly in Flori-
da and California and split into
three groups of five antd one of
four to hijack the jets, has led FBI
to believe that they had little help
inside the US.

Instead, probe have been con-
centrating on Europe and in par-
ticular Germany, where Atta, al-
Shehhi and varrah studied.

Guoting Intelligence reports,
itsaid investigators are reported
to have linked Mohammed Atta,
pilet of the first jet to crash into
World Trade Centre and believed
10 be the leader of the hijackers
m America, with funds of up to
£72.000 wired for him in two
Florida banks. PTY
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{9 .« terrorism questioned (",

¥ M. S. Prabhakara

CAPE TOWN. OCT. 2. The latest issue of ANC Today, the
weekly online journal of the African National Con-
gress, has two interesting comments reflecting the
subtle nuances in the reaction of the organisation ro
the terrorist aftacks in New York and Washingron.

In his article, “Tighting Terrorisn: The uses and
abuses of anti-communism’™, 1. Pallo fordan, se-
nior ANC leader and member of ft1s National Ixec-
utive Cominitree, questions the credentials of the
V.5, to lead a global fight against terrorism, pointing
out the crucial fact widely ignored in the South Afri-
can media that the Taliban is a creation of the 1.8,
and its ally in another kind of holy war driven by
virulent anti-communism and the destruction of the
Soviet Union.

“Anti-communism, they are discovering today, is
a double edged sword. While its keen blade helped
sweep away what President Reagan once called 'the
evil empire’, on its backswing it returned as a guillo-
tine to wreak terrible havoc in the very citade) of 11.5.
power. There is a lesson there, somewhere!”, Dr.
Jordan writcs.

The analysis is interesting in that ¢ Jordan,
though on the left, is not a member of the South
African Communist Partv and has openly opposed
some of the party's theoretical formulations. Howev-
er, he has also consistently opposed ideologically
driven anti-communisni.

Even more interestingiy, reflecting the absence of
a clear-cut position in the ANC on the terrorist at-
tacks and, perhaps more to the moment, on ‘ant-
communism’ is what ope might describe as the
‘quaditied disclaimer’ in the torm of an editorial note
at the end of the article: /. Palla Jordan is a member
of the ANC National Exceutive Committee. This arti-
cle is written in his personal capacity'.

The disciaimer is significant in the context of the
revival of calls within sectinns of the ANC for an end
to the tripartite alliance, meaning that the party
should make a break with the Soath African Con-
munist Party,

In another interesting comment in his weekly
“Letter fromy the President” in the latest issue of AN
Todey, Mr Thabo Mbeki has called upon South Afri-

credentials to flght gy

e

cans to draw lessons from the way the American
people have ‘shed their differences’ and have shown
a ‘shared pairintism’' following the terrorist atracks.

“The predominant seniiment thar has informed
the thinking and the actions of the majority of the
poputation and the country's institutions is the necd
for the people to put aside their differences and to
respond together to a catasuophe of immense sig-
nificance to their country. ..Another major lesson
we should draw... .is the importance of a shared pa-
trintism, such that the people recognise that there
are soine issues that constitute what should be con-
sidered as heing of national interest and impor-
fance.”

Mr, Mheki also speaks of the “strong sense of a
common patriotism among the American people
that enables the overwhelming majority of these
people at all times to express and demonstrate love
for their country, its cuitures, jts cogstitution, its
democratic practices, its institutions and the possi-
bilizies it provides for personal fulfilment.”

The exhorration addressed in the main to the part{
faithful coincided with the meeting of the ANC’s Na-
tional Executive over the weekend, the first since the
two-day general strike (Aug. 29-90) over the issue of
privatisution of state- owned assets called by COSA-
T and supported by the South African Communist
Party, both partmers in the tripartite ailiunce led by
the ANC. The issues have been endlessly debated by
the alliance, the polemics sometimes harsh and bit-
ter, though the Government shows no signs of re-
lenting in ils commitment to privatisation.

As always, such polemical exchanges have resur-
reeted the cxpectation, indeed generously oftered
advice, in the media, that the ANC shouid and would
bring the tripartite ailiance to an end, meaning that
it should make a break with the SACP. Thus, once
again the calls for an end 1o the so-called dual mem-
bership allowing SACP members 1o be also ANC
members. The ANC, however, has not obliged and
has reaffirmed the leading role of the tripartite alli-
ance in the process of (ransformation.
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Ban Jaish & I\;

HT Correspondent
New Delki, October 2

INDIA TODAY asserted that
Osama bin Laden had strong
links with Jaish-e-Mohammaa
‘responsible for the syicide
homb aftack in Srinagar and
sald the US should ban and
freeze funds of Pakistan-backed
terrorist outfits including the
-ashkar-e-Tayyeba and Hizhul
Mujahideen in the first phase
of its global fight against terror-
ism,

The US should alse ensure
effective implementation of TN
Security Council reselution call-
ing upen all States to end support
including funding, supply of
weapons and providing safe
haven 1o terrorists, Minister of

State for External Affairs Omar .

Abdullah said at a press confer-
ence.

The minister gave stern warh-
ing to Pakistan against continu
ing to aid and apet terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir,

Islamabad must forthwiih
cease any “active or passive” sup-
port to militant operating in the
State, he said.

“Enough is enough.,. There's
alimit {o testing india’s patience.
It will be better if this limit

———

ds

o

: ™
is not tested”, ' \ ~

Abdultah said New Delhi had
provided “credible” evidence 1o
Washington on Jet'’s close link.
dges with bin Laden’s al-Qaida
group.

The Saudi terrorist master-
mind had reached an agreement
with Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
leader Fazlur Rehvman to launch
a jehad against America and irs
allies, he added.

On Government action in the
aftermath of yvesterday’s bomb-
ing on the Assembly, Abduiiah
said, “The Government is not
planning any hot pursuit.. But
this is not an indefinite sitna-
tion”,

"A section of the Indian nopu-
lation already feels that the Hmit
has beenreached”,

India was not looking at the US
to resalve all its problems on tar-

-rorism, but it could not be

ignored that the US was at the
forefront of the war against ter-
rortsm, the Minister said adding
that New Delhi was holding con-
suliations with several other
countries.

On Indo-Pak dialogue, the
Minister said, “We will talk a
the right time and at the right
place. But this js not the right
time”.

Police sift

Hrough the ruing of the damaged Jagis}

arure compiex iy Srinagar on Tuesday.

h
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U.S,

team
fomenting

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: While the Bush
administration is busy co-opting
Islamabad’s military regime for its
war against terrorism, a U.S.
Congressional  delegation has
accused Pakistan of fomenting ter-
rorisim across the world and held it
responsible for attacks against

Ammericans.

Separately, it is now emerging
that some of the moneyv trai! asso-
ciated with the terrorist carnage in
America leads 10 Pakistan.

In a distinct sign that the admin-
istration’s coddling of Pakistan
does not have an across-the-board
backing, a prominent lawmaker
blamed Islamabad for attacks
against Americans and said it
should be kept out of any US.
action in the region.

“Pakistan created the Taliban
and kept it in power. Pakistan is
responsible for the lion’s share of
the slanghter of American citi-
zens,”  Congressman  Dana
Rohrabacher, a California
Republican was quoted as saying
in Rome tollowing a meeting of a
10-member US Congressional del-
egation with the exiled Afghan

G

monarch Zahir Shah.
It wasn't immediately clear if the
Congressman  was  blaming

Pakistan for the September 11 car-
nage, but already there are misgiv-
ings outside the administration
about Pakistan’s role.

Cable News Network (CNN),
quoting law enforcing authorities,
revealed on Monday that as much
as $100,000 was wired in the past
year from Pakistan to Mohamed
Atta, the suspected leader of the
terrorist hijackings. The wire trans-
fers from Pakistan were sent to
Atta through two banks in Florida,
the cable network said.

Then, Atta allegedly would
obtain money orders — a few
thousand dollars at a time —to dis-
tribute to others involved in the
plot in the months before the
hijackings.

The network also reported a
return money trail to Pakistan. Atta
and two other men wired more
than $15,000 back to the UAE just
before the attacks— what may have
been leftover cash from the terror-
ism funds. The money went 1o a
man who flew out of Dubai for
Karachi, Pakistan, on September 11
— the day of the attack.

Meanwhile, after some dither-
ing, the US has decided that the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan has

- to go. Pakistan, Taliban’s mentor,

has quickly decided to ditch its
protege and throw in its lot with

7/ugressmnal
accuses Pak of

terrorism

Washington.

Statemems by several top
administration officials over the
past 24 hours indicate Washington
has finally made a call against the
Taliban while rejecting
Islamabad’s entreaties to spare its
proxy if it handed over Osama bin
Laden, a line that was initially
endorsed by Secretary of State
Colin Powell.

In part, the decision has been
forced on the US. by the Taliban’s
defiance of diktats from both
Washington and Tslamabad, and the
announcement that it knows where
bin Laden is and would protect
him. The Taliban has taunted
Americans by saying they have no
courage to launch an attack on
Afghanistan, but there is no sign yet
that TS, will unleash its full force
on the already devastated country.

Instead, Washington is deploying
a whole range of political, military,
and diplomatic devices to subvert
the regime in Kabul.

The steps include backing the
rebel Northern Alliance, encourag-
ing defections from the Taliban,
urging the Afghan people to over-
throw the repressive regime
through blandishments in the form
of humanitarian aid, and taunching
commando style attacks against
specific targets.

President Bush over the week-
end approved a covert operation
aimed at ending the Taliban rule.
Besides aiding the Northern
Alliance, moves are also afoot to
stir up resistance to the Taliban
among the Pashtun tribes in the
south which are not allied with the
rulers in Kabul, Although the
Taliban is mostly Pashtun in com-
position, it is said to be formed
almost exclusively of just two
Pashtun tribes from the north.

Meanwhile, ten .S
Congressmen travelled to Rome
over the weekend to meet the
exiled Afghan King Zahir Shah,

amid speculation that ail those -

opposed to the Taliban may be ral-
lying around the 88-vear old
monarch. The delegation is said to
have offered financial support to
rebuild Afghanistan if the rebels
overthrew the Taliban.

But US. efforts to enyol the for-
mer king faces a major problem.
The monarch is as also the majori-
ty of the rebel commanders is
dead-set against Pakistan, which
he accuses of creating the Taliban,
The Congressional delegation
addressed these fears and, for the
first time, blamed Pakistan for
fomenting terrorism across the
world, including the attacks in
America.

Extradited man faces probe in France

PARIS: Jamel Beghal, an Islamic militant suspected of trying to organ-
ise terrorist attacks against the U.S. interests in France, was placed under
judicial investigation here on Monday, a day after he was extradited from
the United Arab Emirates, judicial officials said.

Ms Beghal, a 35 year-old Frenchman of Algerian origin, was arvested
in Dubai in July. Intelligence officials believe him to be close to Osama
bin Laden, the prime suspect behind the September 11 attacks in New
York and Washington. Judicial officials said he was suspected of con-
spiring to carry out terrorist attacks. (re;
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. 1 Mr Kofl Annan
led for u;,htel intoer-
Casres against ny-
al and hiological
The UN Secretary
ail the lerrorist at-
the USA wouid h,he-
. omsre devastatine
weapens of rass destruction
W e e,
Mr Annan made the appeal in
a speech draf cd Lo mark the
opening of a five-day debate of
the 120-nation General Assem-
hivan a leng term global strat-
against terrorism.
“TUs havd to imagine how the
gedy eould  have  heen
Yer the truth is that a
tack involving a nu-
hivlogical weapon
v koted millions.™ M)
id. “While the world
Cinoprevent the at-
te 1R much we con do
“ent future terrorist

©oous with weapons
ruetion,” he @ a:o/
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LAUGHQH?L G Iﬁi&l& W@AY.’
Clutching at straws to avoid what is Rbcsssary

S the United Statds ponders its response o the unprece-
ented terrorist attacks in New York and Washington

and Muslim nations try to up the ante by calling for a jehad
if the Taliban is attacked and Saudi Arabia is intimidated
from murmurs of reservations to a ringing declaration that
not one soldier will be allowed fo operafe from Saudi soil
against Muslims or Islgm, two other reactions are of
particular interest. While the American administration is
shaken by the admitted downing of an unmanned spy plane
over Afghanistan, presumably with missiles supplied by
Washington to get Russia out of the country, Mullah Omar
the Taliban chief tries to put on an air of reasonableness by
saving he is willing to talk to the US fo resolve the crisis but
on two impossible conditions — the US must give up its
stubbornness, must give up its anti-Islamie policies, while
he says absolutely nothing about giving up bin Laden, not
because he thinks he is innocent but because he declares
that he is his guest. Taliban admit that Osama is under their
control having said earlier that they do not know wheare he
was. Pakistan hightens the impression that it is all a matter
of religion, not necessarily terrorism, by wanting to send yet
another delegation to Khandahar of religious leaders led by
the Jamat-e-Islami chief, Qazi Hussain Ahmed, soon. That
this will buy time for the Taliban while international
willingness, including American willingness to go the whole
distance in first identifying and then rooting out this
scourge of terrorism from the world steadily weakens, raises
doubts about how much inconvenience they are themselves
prepared to face. The other new objective gaining
importance — to turn Osama bin Laden into a poor man who
does not know where his next meal is coming from, merely
because  money laundering operations through the
international banking arrangements are supposedly being
tightened, must raise a laugh. The world has known for
some time of the lucrative narcotics trade in which the

Taliban and Pakistani military officers have been involved

and nobady has been able to do anything about it. Television
screens show Northern Alliance forces making a bonfire of
huge quantities of narcotics that they have captured from
the Taliban — this has never been a secret, And what pray
have the Americans tried to do about it, although they know
very well that the main market for the contraband iz the
United States just as well as they know that drugs and
intoxicants are prohibited by Islam. Hence the assumption
ex hypothesi, that bin Laden’s capacity to launch terrorist
attacks will dry up by sitting back and freezing a certain
number of bank aceounts and the world made safe for the
United States by the act of several central banks, is a new
low in wishful thinking. And this kind of wishful thinking
must be the most improbable wish of ail. Dangerous too.

The United Nations and the Security Council deserve
credit for the resclution they passed on the lines suggested
by Europe, which ineludes countries which shelter, finance,
or train terrorists. Pakistan will be hard put to persist in
their involvement with the Taliban and the training of
terrorists in camps in their country and which India has
documented for the benefit of the United States. What is
now in serious guestion 15 what purpose will be served in
bombing the Taliban from safe distances and destroving
what has already been destroyed without any help from the
Americans. The need of the hour is a world-wide campaign
against terrorism, destruction of their camps, their shelters,
their leadership, indeed to cripple their capacity to strike
anywhere anvtime. If the Americnas do not stee] themselves
for suth a no holds barred struggle, Osama bin Laden
and the much larger fraternity of those who are willing
to die for their cause wilk be laughing their way to the
next terrorist attack. :
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Terror strikes at home

Ultras storm J&K Assembly in car loadqgéomth explosives @ 29 killed @ Holed-up militants gunned down

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, October |

THREE MILITANTS in police
uniform tricked their way
through the tight security cordon
around the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly today One of them, a
suicide homber, smashed his
explosive-packed car into the
main gate. Two others stipped
inside the complex and fought a
stx-hour gun battle with paramil-
itary jawans before getting shot.

Asmany as 29 people died and
more than 70 were injured in the
explosion they triggered when
oneof them rammed the fortified
Assembly building with a Tata
Sumo packed with explosives.
His two colleagues slipped into
the complex, shot four Assembly
employees and 3 policeman. The
miiiitant outfit, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, issued a press
release later claiming credit for
the strike, It named the suicide
bomber as Wajahat Fussain of
Lakimarwat of North West Fron-
tier Province, Pakistan.

An 8P, a deputy commandant
of the BSF and 14 policemen
were wounded in the operation

to flush out the holed up ultras |
that ended around 7 pm. The .

council building was destroyed

in a fire that started when a mor-

tar shell hit i,

Around 1.58 pm a Tata Suino
raced up the road from Jehangir
Chowk and stopped some dis.
tance from the security fences in
front of the Assembly complex.
Two men in police uniform got
off in full view of the security-
men, A third, also in khaki, then
started the car, drove through
the barricades and smashed into
the main gate. There was a deaf
ening boom and a ball of fire.

Rescue workers and Armymen remove the badies of thosa killed in the terrorist attack an the Kashmir Assembly in Srinagar cn Monday.

The explosion was heard two
kilometres away

Through the haze couldrbe
seen pedestrians and security-
men dying and dead. Closer fo
the target of attack, the road was
full of mangled steel, shards of
glass, clotted blood and ripped-

off limbs. As many as 13 people
died on the spot.

As chaos reigned, the two
other militants guietly siipped
inside the complex and began
spraying bullets from their auto-
matic weapons. “Nu one noticed
them, for they were in police unt-

forms,” said a policeman on duty
close by

The Assembly session had
given over for the day and most
memhers had left. Buf Speaker
Abdul Ahad Vakil, Deputy Speak-
er Malik Ghutam Hyder, MLA
Sadig Ali, MLC Dipendra Kour

AP PHATG

and MLC Major General (rtd) G §
Jamwal were still inside. With
them were a number of Assembly
employees. “The militants first
turned their guns on ws. Buft, they
changed their mind and
unleashed a volley of bullets on
four staffers,” Gen Jamwal said.

The scene of acmm

————

% Daring attack by
militants at the heavily

guarded main gats of
JEK assembly

Soan, the security machinery
got rofling, Hundreds of State
police, CRPF and BSF men were
called in and all voads leading to
the Assembly were sealed.

The Speaker and the ofher leg-
islators were evacuated and then
the security forces moved in.
They lobbed grenades and fired
martar shells at the militants
who fired back from their auto-
matic weapons, As firing intensi-
fied, the Assembly building
caught fire and around 7 pm,
both the fidayeen were killed.

Jaswant to raise terrorism
issue: Cross-horder terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir will figure
prominently in  discussions
between Foreign  Minister
Jaswant Singh and Bush Admin-
istration officials when he holds
talks with them in Washington
on Tuesday News of the terrorist
strike in J&K broke hours before
his tour of the US began. The
strike gave Singh a crucial talk-

ing point with the Bush Admin-
istration officials. Xn L_.
_ ra
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] desperate attempt hy

t ion had turned against terror-

cornered unitras: PM

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has described the ter-
rorist attack on the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly as a
“last-ditch attempt by mili-
tants cornered by the global
tide against them”,

“The killing of a large num-
ber of pecple indicates that it
was a pre-plannped conspiracy.
This is a symbol of their frus-
tration 4s they know that ter-
rorism does not have a future
in India,” Vajpayee told
reporters. He said world opin-

tsm and “before its end, pei-
haps they are making a last-
ditch attempt to make a dent™.
The Prime Minister said
some organisations had
already been proscribed “buat
some others are still active as
they get outside support”.
PTI New Delhi
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India, Russia discuss

joint efforts of the internati
COMMUNItY.

The Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister, Mr. Georg Mamedov,
and the Indian Ambassador to

. Russia, Mr. K. Raghunath,

stressed the need to form a hroad
international coalition to combat
terrorism at a global &cale, the
Russian Foreign
said.-— PTI
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