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P K Balachanddran
Colombo, December 30

NORWAY’S DEPUTY Foreign
Minister Ivar Helgesen will lead
a peace delegation to facilitate
talks between the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE, Nor-
wegian diplomats told Hindustan
Times here today.

Erik Solheim, who had earlier
lead a team, will be part of the
delegation as special advisor to
the Norwegian Foreign Ministry,
they said.

The Norwegians, however,
said Oslo would only get involved
if both the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and the LTTE formally
requested them.

The Sri Lankan Government
has already asked Norway to
facilitate the peace initiative.
The LTTE is yet to do so.

On Friday, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe had writ-
ten to his Norwegian counter-
part Kjell Magne Bondevik about
the peace initiative.

He also asked Norway to keep
India informed on the efforts to
bring the Tamil tiger rebels to
the negotiating table, the Prime
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Ranil Government faces debt crisis

THE SRI Lankan Government said on Sunday it was headed for a
major debt crisis with local and foreign loan repayments surpass-
ing total Government revenue for the first time.

Deputy Finance Minister Bandula Gunawardena said debt ser-
vicing in the first three months of 2002 would be Rs 46 b#llion while
the anticipated revenue was much less. “There will be no money
for any other government expenditure after we service the debt,”
Gunawardena said.

Debt servicing next year was set at Rs 295 billion compared to
estimated Government revenue of Rs 275 billion .

It will be the first time that Sri Lanka’s debt servicing exceeds
the total State revenue, Gunawardena said.

Asked if the country was headed for an Argentina-style freeze
on debt servicing, Gunawardena said Colombo hoped to drastical-
ly cut Government spending to overcome the financial crisis.

“We don't want to ask for re-scheduling of the loans because
that would seriously damage the financial credibility of the coun-
try,” Gunawardena said, adding the new Government'’s budget in
February will address the crisis.

Government revenue this year was down by Rs 30 billion widen-
ing the budget deficit to 10.5 per cent of gross domestic product
(GDP) compared to the original estimate of 8.5 per cent of GDP.

AFP, Colombo

Minister’s office said.

was setting up a separate cell
within his office to deal with the

peace process. A senior diplomat,
Bernard Gunatilleke, is tipped to
head this cell.

As for the LTTE, the only thing

The Prime Minister said he

r Lanka peace

that points towards its interest in
peace is the announcement of
the month-long ceasefire earlier
this month.

A Norwegian diplomat said a
formal request was imperative as
the Governments in both Sri
Lanka and Norway had changed
since the Norwegian-facilitated
peace process came to a halt last
year.

Norway now has a Christian
Democratic Party-Conservative
Party Government and in Sri
Lanka the Peoples’ Alliance has
been replaced by the United
National Front.

Nbrway had been helping the
peace process, but it got stalled in
April 2001 when the Sri Lankan
Government took exception to
some of the allegedly partisan
statements and activities of Sole-
him,

They had him sidelined by get-
ting Oslo’s Foreign Ministry
involved. But, the LTTE protest-
ed against the “unilateral
action” on the part of the Sri
Lankan Government and the
alleged that the Norwegian
Government was part of the con-
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Ranil Wickremasinghe asks Norwgy/

Times News Network

nities. Prior to the Indian visit the government was
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gevernment to revive peace pro&ss
9 By Farah Mihlar Ahamed(\\\ ~\

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe said on Wednesday that he had for-
mally requested the Norwegian government to facili-
tate in the peace process and expected talks with the
LTTE to commence around March next year.

Wickremasinghe refused to set any time frames but
told journalists that the negotiation phase should
come during March adding that the government was
not planning to rush the process.

“I want the first steps to be slow and steady so we
have a firm foundation,” Wickremasinghe said.

The government is planning to permit all goods
except military items to be sent to areas under rebel
control by January 15 next year. He said the list of
items to be permitted to the north and east was based
on one done by the previous government when they
were considering signing a Memorandum of
Understanding with the LTTE in April this year.

Petroleum and oil products will be permitted on
limited quantities to prevent them being stocked by
the rebels. Wickremasinghe said he appreciated
India’s emphasis on safeguarding the territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka and insisting that any solution to

the ethnic conflict must be acceptable to all commu-

talking of a crucial role for India to play in the peace
process but both countries appear to have settled for
the neighbour to play the supportive part and let
Norway get directly involved.

A}

“India has always given us encouragement and

Norway will play the facilitator role,” he said.

Wickremasinghe said it was far too early to give any
specific details on where the talks would be held and
who would be participating in it but denied local
media reports on Wednesday that negotiations would
be heid in India.

He said the modalities of the talks could only be
revealed once Norway contacted the LTTE and starts
the facilitatory process, which is expected to happen in
the next few weeks.

The Prime Minister also refused to say whether the
government would lift the ban on the LTTE — a
demand the rebels have made a pre-requisite for
talks.

The government appears to want to focus heavily on
improving the humanitarian conditions in the war-torn
north and east and are hoping that they can win the
support of the Tamil people by doing this so the rebels
may be isolated if the peace process does not work.
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fbhandnka must let Ranil function . t

handnka Kumaratunga may have contemplated the projpect

of defeat; her alliance fought a violent campaign, always a
sign of weakness. 60 people died in the most violent election in
the country’s history. It is not suggested that the United Natiohal
Alliance of the UNP turned the other cheek but they shared far
less of the blame. She started off well but turned more and more
autocratic as she felt hemmed in from all sides, whereas the truth
lay in her own inflexible attitude to those who could have helped
her govern. Her frequent absences abroad, often unexplained,
gave rise to the impression that she was more concerned about
family and friends. The economy is in a shambles and the cost of
living going through the roof with no jobs and less investment.
Not a recipe for re-election. Ranil Wickremesinghe, looking less
than his 52 years, by contrast comes across as a reasonable man
without pretensions and willing to try anything to put his country
back on track from the debilitating war, which has now lasted
eleven years.

Under Sri Lanka’s constitution the President has overweening
powers to suspend and dissolve Parliament and name the cabinet
and Chandrika reminds everyone that she will be around till
2005. The two know each other well but the lady was visibly
ungracious when she invited Ranil to become prime minister.
She went on to underline publicly that under the Constitution
she was supreme commander of the armed forces and could give
orders direct. This is not a proposition tested in the courts —
President Narayanan is also Supreme Commander but would
not dream of saying this in public much less threaten to take
command direct. Admittedly the Sri Lankan constitution goes
further; it is not intended to go into differences, only to draw
attention to the incongruity and to suggest that it betrays an
unfortunate attitude of mind. If Chandrika is determined to
frustrate any initiative that the new prinie minister may wish to
take she will be very badly advised. The country’s interests
demand that the two work in harmony. If indeed talks about talks
over the Tamil Tigers issue get somewhere it will be progress
enough. There is no indication that they will; so far the Tigers

have used every opportunity of a cease-fire to re-group and.

attack again but the electoral mandate must be given its head. If
the lady does not allow Ranil to cross the threshold she will be
blamed for the continuing deterioration in the political as well as
the economic situation and she and her party will reap the
whirlwind.

This newspaper has always held that the integrity of Sri Lanka
is not up for grabs; we have no possible interest in the break-up
of the island nation. The Vajpayee government has reiterated
this view often enough. Chandrika should allow Ranil to build
upon it. There is a new factor in the situation. Terrorism is in bad
odour these days and international assistance will be more
readily forthcoming if Ranil’s initiative is seen to succeed. No
one is suggesting that the new government lower its guard, but if
the President crosses her arms, points to the eye she lost to Tamil
Tiger violence and dares Ranil to do what he can, both will lose
and the country the most. In short this is an opportunity for
Chandrika to rise in stature by working closely with her prime
minister. There are wild men in every party, Chandrika’s has
more than its fair share but the lady is a strong character and can
overcome them Ranil is a gentleman; she can do business with
him.

Both must remember that the world is watching

S
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he 5 December elections in Pri

Lanka have thrown up both a chpal-

lenge and an opportunity to the
majority Sinhala community to end two
decades of civil strife and resolve the
ethnic conflict. Voters chose to lock Ranil
Wickremesinghe, United National Party
leader, with executive President, Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga, leader of the People’s
Alliance. Exeept for a brief interregnum of
four months in 1994 when DB Wijetunge
of the UNP was President and Kumara-
tunga, Prime Minister, the two _major
Sinhala parties had remained in confran-
tation." While Wickremesinghe has a full
term ahead as Prime Minister,, Kumara-
tunga will be President till.2005. A lasting
solution to the Tamil separatist movement
has remained intractable all these years
because of the rivalry between the SLFP
and the UNP. For the first time, the two
have been forced to work together and it is
time they rose above partisan politics.

Portfolios for Tamils

There is a parallel situation in France
where Jacques Chirac, Gaullist President,
is managing with Lionel Jospin, Socialist
Prime Minister. The SLFP-led People’s
Alliance, which broke the 17 year mono-
poly of the UNP in 1994, renewed its man-
date in October 2000 on the plank of
peace, abolition of executive presidency
and return to parliamentary democracy.
Just 14 months later, the mandate was
transferred to the UNP-led United
National Front which won 114 seats in the
225-member Parliament in the 12th
general election. The PA could win only 77

" seats. Its rout was nation-wide. It lost in 18
of the 22 electoral districts. Only in rural
Moneragala district did the PA manage to
secure a majority. The remaining three
districts went to the Tamil National
Alliance comprising the TULF, EPRLE,
TELO and the All Ceylon Tamil Congress.
The Janata Vimukti Perumana, the
Sinhala chauvinistic party which had
aligned with the PA, secured 16 seats, an
increase of six from its tally of 10 in the
dissolved Parliament, mostly at the cost of
the PA, and emerged as the third largest
group. The danger is that the JVP could
become the rallying point. for Sinhala
chauvinistic groups and challenge the new
government’s peace initiatives. The TNA
led by the moderate Tamil United
Liberation Front won 15 seats in the
Northeastern prowjpee, taking fourth
place. If only the armed forces had not
prevented 80,000-odd Tamil voters -in
Vanni, the TNA would have taken third
place instead of the JVP. Nearly 100,000
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees living in Tamil
Nadu were deprived of their franchise.

Kumaratunga was pressurised to part
with key portfolios, including Defence and
Finance. She continues to be the supreme
commander of the armed forces. Wickre-
masinghe allotted Defence to Mr Tilak

The author, a veteran journalist who retired
from The Statesman, is based in Chennai.

d}ectwes are their own desmptloa,

- UNP government.

By SAM RAJAPPA

Marapone, Attorney-General in President
Ranasinghe Premadasa’s government who
wields considerable clout in the UNP, and
Finance to KN Choksy, an eminent lawyer
and senior UNP leader. Tyronne
Fernando, another lawyer and a UNP
stalwart, becomes Foreign Minister.

What is disappointing to the minority
community is the absence of any Sri
Lankan Tamil in the Wickremasinghe
Cabinet. T Maheswaran was elected for a
second consecutive term on a UNP ticket

from Jaffna, heartland of the Tigers.
Another, Mano Ganeshan, was elected on
a UNP ticket from the Colombo electoral
district. So there was no dearth of talent
from the Tamil community. Maheswaran
was given a non-Cabinet post. In contrast,
the PA government had Lakshman Kadir-
gamar as Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
Douglas Devananda as Minister for the
North-East, both Lankan Tamils. Planta-
tion Tamils of recent Indian origin, how-
ever, find better representation in the
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The LTTE's victims

The author of the 1995 peace package,
Me best ever offered by a Sinhala govern-
“ment, GL Peiris, who defected from the
PA to the UNP before the election was
retained by Wickremesinghe as Minister
for Industrial Development, a shrewd
move. The SLFP had a better understan-
ding of the Tamil problem and took more
initiatives. The SWRD Bandaranaike-SJV

Chelvanayakam pact would have taken
care of the Tamil problem four decades
ago but JR Jayawardene of the UNP en-
sured that it was not implemented.
Although co-existence of the two Sin-
hala parties could be called a shot-gun
marriage, Wickremesinghe, in his maiden
speech as Prime Minister, expressed his
desire to put an end to confrontation and
usher in an era of peace and harmony. He
even offered to share power with the PA
which, Kumaratunga declined. However, a

section of MPs belonging to the PA have
agreed to join the government. To get ar-
ound the disqualification laws, a group cal-
led “PA MPs for National Reconciliation”
under the leadership of a former Cabinet
Minister, Mr AHM Fowzie, has not sever-
ed links with the PA. The PA and the UNP
are parties to the Lyon Fox agreement that
calls for a Sinhala consensus on the Tamil
question. Wickremasinghe’s main problem
is the LTTE who had rejected the devo-
lution package of Minister Peiris. In his
Heroes Day speech last month, Velupillai
Pirabhakaran, the LTTE supremo, tried to
convince the world that his group was
engaged in a liberation struggle. The ban
on the LTTE by the USA and other West-
ern countries is telling on the flow of funds
and propaganda machinery. Pirabhakaran
thinks if the Sri Lanka government comes
across he can persuade others to follow.
Pirabhakaran’s appeal is likely to fall on
deaf ears, the climate has changed.

The LTTE grievously injured Kumara-

ometimes, when synonyms are made-
quate, flavour needs fo be added to exac-
tness to give fullness and colour to the tru
meaning of a word. So, while my Thesa-
urus tefl me that old can be vintage,
tique, ancient, aged etc, to my mind
tique is also loveliness, vintage is mellow,
age is also dignity and expenence, and all
these, being old, are beautiful,
Who can resist the romance of old “f
- things, representing as they do the con-  logies
summation of aesthetics and sentiment, 8 %
loveliness made more lovely as the years
roll by? Old houses, old furniture, old ‘

s idea and its

' of
necéss:ty, . a
professxon, bm bemg,
too, a profession - of
> love and a vocation —
and, one may say, an
outpouring -~ of = the
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. they are ‘universal

.mood. They are

old music; old lace, old jewellery, old
broidery — is it ‘because
alone that we value ther
they have been made mor

en in the remains and
gs, in their bone structure
lines of beauty speaking of a
dignity; are, nevertheless,
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l/ Opportunity To Resolve Ethnic Crisis

tunga at an election raily in Colombo in
1999. She escaped with her life but lost her -
right eye. The LTTE has assassinated
former President Premadasa, many minis-
ters and a number of parliamentarians, in-
cluding Tamils. The list includes Tamil
civilians like Appapillai Amirthalingam,
Yogeswaran, Sambanthamoorthy, Thanga-
thurai, Sam Thambimuth, Sarojini Yoges-
waran, Kala Thambimuthu, Sivabalan,
Velmurugu and Neelan Tiruchelvam. They
almost destroyed the holiest shrine of Bud-
dhism the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy
and showed the way to the Taliban to com-
mit similar sacrilege against Buddhism in
Afghanistan. They even killed fellow Eel-
am Tamil militants of other armed groups
such as Sri Sabaratnam of the TELO,
Pathmanabha of th¢ EPRLF and many
others.

Setbacks for Kuniaratunga

The PA govei'riment scored a significant
military victory over the LTTE by cap-

" turing its citadel, Jaffna, buf the niilitants

struck- at .the Colombo interrnational
airport at Katunayake on 24 July that al-
most crippled the Sri Lankan Air Force
and nearly grounded the Sri Lankan flag
carrier. The PA government never reco-
vered from this. Exports were hit hard as
Lloyds Underwriters imposed a war sur-
charge on ships calling at Colombo. With
defence expenditure mounting, a 12 per
cent general sales tax was levied which hit
the poor hard. The business community
lost its faith in the Kumaratunga gover-
nment. The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
withdrew from the PA last October,
depriving it of a majority in Parliament and
forcing mid-term election.

For the Tamils of Sri Lanka, there is
little to choose between the SLFP and the
UNP. Both parties in turn are accused of
uprooting Tamils through state sponsored
terrorism. It was during the administration
of the UNP government that the plan-
tation Tamils of recent Indian origin suf-
fered the most. They were stripped of their
Sri Lankan citizenship and rendered state-
less. There was state-sponsored colonisa-
tion of Tamil areas in the North-East by
Sinhala settlers. It was also during the
UNP administration that the genocidal
attacks on Tamils took place in 1983 and
more than one lakh Tamils forced to take
refuge in India. The President, under the
Sri Lanka Constitution, can command the
armed forces. Kumaratunga has been
accusing the UNP of thwarting her efforts
to arrive at a peaceful solution to the eth-
nic problem. Singe both the PA and the
UNP hold pivotal positions in the new gov-
ernment, neither party could blame the
other for standing in the way of recon-
ciliation.

The LTTE should realise that interna-
tional opinion today is clearly against
terforist tactics and secessionism and
should co-operate with the new govern-
ment to usher in an era of democratic
federalism in which all communities could
live in peace with dignity.

long ‘ago. Bndgmg the mmésvaf me nd
breaking the batrie

and: melodious. Pomrful .
poignant. Express'

and, yet, for all timy
Bom in 1947

hide them. 1 have the frst, fam Hin

my forehead and the begj of crow’s
feet at the corners of my eyes. I do not
contemplate a face lift. But I do conter-
plate. Let'time leave its Impresswn onme
physically, but et it also mould me
spiritually, ‘mentally and emotionally so

valuable for thezr wntage wor{h atrymg

Be reahstic about tultlons |

Sir, — Your paper reported that the state
government plans to crack down on private
tuition and that teachers of government-aided
schools shall have to file declarations stating
that they are not engaged in any such activity.
All this is to improve teaching standards, as if
there is no better or sensible way to ensure
that! Having worked in a government-aided
school for nearly seven years I would like to
point to a phenomenon which is very distur-
bing. Afier the recently concluded Madhyamik
examination we found that a few of our
students had obtained unusually high marks in
a particular subject. We had to do a little
investigation to find that all these students,
very weak in studies, went to a particular tutor
and that ‘suggestions’ offered by him a day
before the exam, had come in handy.

As much as we know, this man does not
teach in any government school or college, has
no credentials whatsoever to guide students.
There are innumerable others like him who
offer private tuition to thousands of students
whose parents are not enlightened enough to
realise that admitting them to such ‘coaching
centres’ is not their road to solvation.

As far as teachers in the government-aided
schools are concerned, there are indeed
shirkers, as there are in every other professwn
But there are many teachers, and. will be in
future, who are conscientious enough to
1phold all that is good for students and the
cademic atmosphere in general.

If doctors, lawyers or men in any other

rofession have the right to some extra

icome, why should the teachers be satisfied
ith what they get as salaries? We seem to
we got so used to the image of tedchers

being totally indifferent to the material pleas-
ures of life, that most often we do not realise
how ridiculous this is. Teachers themselves
seem to have got stuck in this image!

It is high time we come to terms with reality.
Every profession needs dedicated personnel
and the responsibility to save society does not
lie solely with the teaching community.

— Yours, etc., S MUKHERJEE.
Kolkata, 12 December.

Nuisance

Sir, — It is really a tragedy that the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
distinguished literary figure and a statesman

letters to the
EDITOR

himself, thought it fit to deprive the young
Ashramites of Santiniketan from getting a
“Saptaparni” of the Chhatim tree on grounds
of security and shortage of time during his very
first visit to this abode of peace.

This was possibly the first time that history
was brushed aside, prompting an enraged and
courageous girl student from Mr Vajpayee’s
home state of UP, Pratibha Tripathi, to protest
cover the public address system against this
injustice to them, breaking the rule prevalent
from time immemerial. This is also the first
time that a Prime Minister-cuam-Acharya had
to face spontaneous protests from the young
students themselves.

a suffocation” in

The Acharya visits Santiniketan once every
one or two years for the Convocation of Visva
Bharati. It is not in keeping with the tradition
of the university that the Acharya should leave
in haste to fulfil engagements with
industrialists on the excuse of security and
time crunch. Every Acharya used to preside
over the Court meeting to discuss the state of
affairs of the university and issue directives,
meet groups of students at the Uttarayana for
discussions on their Alma Mater and even
pose for photographs.

The people of Santiniketan, if not Bolpur,
are upset by this sort of “harassment and
the name of security.
Discontent has been brewing in this quiet town
for some years now against making VVIPs the
Acharya of the university. They should be
replaced by academicians of excellence.

— Yours, etc., DIPAK BYSACK.
Kolkata, 16 December.

Unwelcome rudeness

Sir, — 1 am shocked to read the caption
“Government plans more diplomatic rude-
ness” (22 December). It is really painful to
note that a newspaper of your status should
use the words “rudeness” for the govern-
ment’s timely and welcome action in recal-
ling the Indian High Commissioner in Isla-
mabad and the cancellation of Samjhauta
Express and New Delhi — Lahore bus
service. What sympathy does your reporter
have with the enemy country which has been
playing havoc on your peaceful society?
— Yours,, etc., Dr BALRAM MISRA.
Notda, 24 December.

,that 1 grow beautzﬁﬂ as I grow old.
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CHRISTMAS IN
o -CALCUTTA

n.every . Christian land
Christmas is: regarded as a
period of the year when gaiety
and mierriment Teign supreme,
though these feclings are

“damped to some extent when

familiar faces and forms are
tigsed. As a rule, however;
is - -debarred from
making its appearance, for the
time being at least; and Chris-
tmas wéek is devoted almost
entirely to merry-making. So
far as festivities are concerned,

*“Calcutta is not behind any oth-

ercity in the world, ‘and Chris- -
tmas here is eagerly looked
forward to by old and young
alike. During Christmas week

“there 15 a general cessation of

work, which'is gladly hailed by
all -business” men, advantage
being taken of it to have one
continuous round of amuse-
ments; Probably none hail the
advent of Christmas with more
delight than children, to whom
it means’ plenty of fun' and
plenty of toys:




LTTE truce boos
to Ranil pea

P K Balachanddran %
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Colombo. Decernber 19

SRI LANKA swung back on
peace tracks on Wednesday with
LTTE declaring a month-long
unilateral ceasefire from Christ-
mas Eve and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe deciding
to form three high-powered
committees to revive talks.

LTTE chief Vellupillai Prab-
hakaran “has issued orders to
all units and combat formations
of the Tamil liberation army to
cease all hostile military actions
against the armed forces from
midnight December 24 till mid-
night January 24, 2002”, a state-
ment from the rebel headquar-
ters said.

“We are confident that the
new Government will utilise
this time to implement goodwill
measures to create congenial
conditions of normality in the
Tamil homeland,” it said.

Last year also the Tigers had
declared a Christmas truce and
extended it thrice but the cease-
fire fell apart on April 25 after
the People’s Alliance regime
rejected it.

In his first move to revive the
stalled peace process, Wick-
remesinghe told his Cabinet on
Tuesday that the first commit-
tee, comprising key ministers,
would advice him on political
matters relating to the conflict.
the second would prepare the
ground for talks with the LTTE,
and the third would work out
contingency plans in case the
talks failed.

The state owned Daily News
said that one of the panels, com-
prising representatives of vari-
ous sections of society, would
put forward alternative political
solutions. The Prime Minister
did not say if any of the panels
would have representatives of
opposition parties.

Explaining the need for these
committees, Wickremesinghe
said that all earlier steps to find
a political solution to the crisis
failed due to the lack of a strong
foundation. There was, there-
fore, a need to study all past
experiences and plan future
steps, he said.

Advocating a measured
approach, the Prime Minister
said: “We should not have high
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| SRI LANKA'S new Government
passed its first test with its nomi-
nee elected Speaker of Parliament
on Wednesday. The appointment
coincided with the convening of
the country’s 12th Parliament
anended by 225 members includ-
mg a Buddhist monk and a former

j cricket captain,

Unchallenged by the
i Opposition, the United National
Party’s Joseph Michael Perera
(60) was elected Speaker.

For monk, Baddegama Samitha,
the path to the House of peoples’
power was not smooth with senior
Buddhist clergy cafling on him to
resign from his seat. On the eve of
the session, the monks issued a
statement saying Samitha’s pres-
ence in Parliament would bring
disrepute to Buddhism. Samitha is
a member of the socialist Lanka
Sama Samaja Party.

Across the aisle from Samitha
was Arjuna Ranatunga, former
| captain of the cricket team. Me
| became the first captain to
i’ become a Deputy, as MPs are
I called here. ’

l HTC & Agencies |

L

hopes. We should move forward
step by step. We should remove
all barriers on this rough path.”
Wickremesinghe’s cautious tone
was not reflected in the capital
Colombo where national flags
were flown from buildings “as
symbols of peace” in response to
a government appeal.

LTTE said it was encouraged
to call the ceasefire by the col-
lective mandate for peace and
ethnic harmony given by the
Sinhala and Tamil masses in the
general elections. It hoped that
the new United National Party
(UNP) regime would reciprocate
its “goodwill gesture™ and ask
its armed forces to observe
peace, It offered to extend the
ceasefire if the government
responded positively.

LTTE, which has been plead-
ing for global acceptability for
its armed rebellion as a “free-
dom movement” rather than a
terror campaign, said its deci-

e

s1o to cease hostilities should
be seen as an “expression of
goodwill” that shows its desire
for peace and a negotiated polit-
ical settlement.

It demanded the withdrawal
of what it called an “economic
embargo” and other restrictions
imposed on its people and said
such measures would help cre-
ate conditions of normality in
the “Tamil homeland”.

But the Government has
made it clear that it is not com-
mitted to ordering a ceasefire or
lifting the ban on the LTTE
ahead of talks. Reacting to spec-
ulation in the press, Foreign
Minister Tyronne Fernando
said that Government was
ready for “unconditional” talks.

Political observers interpret
this to mean that the Govern-
ment would expect the LTTE
also to shed all its pre-condi-
tions, including de-proscription
before talks.

In his cabinet meeting, Wick-
remesinghe said he would meet
the government agent of the
Northern Vavuniya district
before discussing further mea-
sures with President Kumar-
atunga.

Thereafter, he would leave for
India to discuss the issue with
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
and External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh, as part of his
revived peace efforts, he said.
The idea of setting the Vavu-
niya district authorities is an
indication that the new govern-
ment wants to understand the
ground situation in the war-
torn north, where the move-
ment of goods is severely
restricted to prevent supplies
from falling into the hands of
the LTTE.

The decision to have “uncon-
ditional” talks should pave the
way for cooperation with
Kumaratunga, who had been a
forceful advocate of talks with-
out conditions and an opponent
of de-proscription before the
talks had made adequate
progress. Kumaratunga had
also said that she would not sign
any order deproscribing the
LTTE until Parliament had
passed a resolution calling for
it. She knew that given the sen-
sitivity of the issue, passage
through Parhament mlght not
be easy.
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- Peace groups to
_~'meet LTTE

COLOMBO, Dec. 16. ~ Over
3,000 people from 60 peace
groups in Sri Lanka plan to cross
over to LTTE-held areas of the
northern Vanni region next month
to meet leaders of its political
wing to create a conducive
atmosphere for peace.

The organisations would go to
Vanni with a declaration that the
people of Sri Lanka would
support any peace endeavour that
would not involve formation of a
separate state.

“The visit will show the LTTE
leadership that the average
Sinhala wants peace,” said Mr EP
Nanayakkara, head of the
Association of Relatives of
Servicemen Missing in Action.

Its members, along with those
from the Society for Love and
Understanding, headed by
business tycoon Lalith Kotalewala
and other groups, would meet the
LTTE’s political' wing chief, S P
Tamilchelvam, and his coileagues,
Mr Nanayakkara said.

About 1,500 members of his
association had been chosen to
travel to Madhu in the north-
western Mannar district, while the
rest would be drawn from other
organisations, he said. “We sent
our request last Sunday to the
LTTE through our channels and
we have got a reply that they are
not averse to meeting us”, Mr
Nanayakkara said. The
organisation had undertaken such
a mission in the past to press for
release of Sri Lankan Army men
held as prisoners of war by the
Tigers.

The peace advocates would
request for a cessation of
hostilities during their meeting
with Tamilchelvam, who was the
LTTE’s principal interlocutor in
preliminary parleys with
Norwegian envoys earlier this
year.“We have also appealed to
Prime Minister Ranil Wickr-
emasinghe and his United Nat-
ional Party to call for a ceasefire.
As the party has promised early
peace talks, we expect a
favourable response”, Mr Nana-
yakkara said.

The parallel peace efforts come

amidst signs that the new UNP-led
government is moving cautiously
in its attempts to revive a
deadlocked peace process.

Mr  Wickremasinghe  will
undertake a visit to New Delhi on
22 December, but the contours of
his broad plans to get India to play
a role in the peace initiative are
yet to be unveiled. Foreign
minister Tyronne Fernando has
said the new government favours
India playing a major role but it is
not yet clear whether they want
India to join Norway in peace
facilitation, or even in mediation.

The Sri Lanka police has begun
crackdown on . .around 150
absconding . politicians  and
supporters of People’s Alliance
for alleged possession of
unauthorised weapons and their
involvement in  poll-related
violence, local nedia reports said.

Puttlam district parliamentarian
of People’s Alliance and former
deputy minister DM Dassanayake
was arrested early this week after
the police found automatic assault
rifles, shotguns, grenades and
bombs at his residence at
Anamaduwa in the Puttlam
district.

Puttlam was the worst-affected
electoral distriet with more than
330  poll-rélated  violence,
including several killings, during
the recently-concluded general
election. The local Sunday Times,
quoting the Anamaduwa police
inspector, reported the police had
already arrested " 13 suspects
linked to Mr- Dassanayake and
was now hurting for more than
100 supporters, fost of whom
were believed: to. be Army
deserters  and. - “underworld
kingpins.

In other areas also police had
carried out a series of taids on the
houses of former ministers
general Anuruddha Ratwatte,
Reggie Ranatunga and Janaka
Bandara Tennakdon and found
some clues - about their
involvement in-the poll-related
violence. Police and CID
investigations are still underway.

.. However, the People’s Alliance
stalwarts have denied = these

allegations and said they are

systematic revenge campaigns
the UNP-led government.
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COLOMBO, Dec. 12. — The
LTTE today staged major attacks
against army troops and police,

killing at least 16 people on the.

eve of a new Cabinet of ‘ministers
being sworn in, defence’ officials
said. o

The 25-member Cabinet lead
by Prime Minister Mt Ranil Wick-
remasinghe was named after his
arch-rival President Mrs Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga agreed to give up
the defence and finance portfolios
she has held since becoming Pres-
ident in 1994. Parliament recon-
venes on Tuesday.

LTTE rebels fired 120 mm mor-
tar bombs at the Pahala Toppur ar-
my base in th€ north-eastern dis-
trict of Jrincomalee in a bid to

overrun the camp, officials said,

Defence ministry spokcsmﬁi
Mr*Sanath Karunaratne said
curity forces beat back the pre-
dawn rebel assault by killing at
least six gucrnifa& Three soldiers
were also killed and 20 of them
wounded.

“Troop reinforcements were
able to repulse the attack and take
back a bunker line that the terro-
rists occupxcd briefly,” Mr Karu-
naratne said. Secunty fotces cap-
tured four automatic rifles used by
the attackers,

In a simultaneous attack, the
LTTE struck Valachhenai pohce
station in the adjoining Batticaloa
district. Six constables and a civil-
ian employee’of the nearby tele-
communications- exchange were
killed.

gf\' ,Qo

Another 11 were wounded in
the attack “agaifist ~ police, when
the guerrillas set ablaze the police
station, ‘The guerrillas also de-
stroyed the local telephone ex-
change at Valachchenai. ,

A UNI report says #Bat
members of the Tamil United
Liberation Front today met Indian
High Commissioner Mr Gopal-
krishna Gandhi today and urged
India to pressurise the Sri Lankan
government to lift the ban on
LTTE in order to kick start the
peace process. TULF. later said
the Indian High Cemmissioner
has positively responded to their
demands and assured them that he
would make necessary arrange-
ments for the newly elected MPs

to meet the Indian leaders afte
their swearing-in ceremony. /
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drika gives

up

A key posts &y M

By Niru

COLOMBO, DEC. 12. Following a de-
cision by the Sri Lankan President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, to
shed all her portfolios, including
Defence and Finance, a 25-mem-
ber United National Front Cabinet
was sworn in today in Sri Lanka,
preceded by a bloody reminder of
the ethnic conflict from the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Nine security personnel and a
civilian were killed and 27 others
wounded when the LTTE carried
out two separate attacks in eastern
Sri Lanka, shortly before midnight
on Tuesday, destroying a police
station in Batticaloa and taking on
an Army camp in Trincomalee.
Hours earlier, on the advice of her
party members, Ms. Kumaratunga
conveyed to the new Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe,
her decision to relinquish the key
Ministries, clearing the way for the
swearing-in of the Cabinet.

The new Defence Minister of Sri
Lanka, Mr. Tilak Marapone, was
sworn in along with 24 other Min-
isters of Cabinet rank and 37 non-

* Cabinet rank before Ms. Kumara-

“tunga at her official residence in

" the afternoon. Mr. Marapone was

.the Attorney-General in Ranas-

- inghe Premadasa’s government,
and rose to considerable influence
in the same position during the
succeeding short presidency of
Mr. D. B. Wijetunge.

The Finance Ministry has been

assigned to Mr. K. N. Choksy, emi-
.nent lawyer and a senior member
, of the United National Party. Both
. are staunch Wickremesinghe loy-
_ alists, which could mean that reat
control of the two Ministries
would be in the hands of the
Prime Minister, who has assigned
to himself the relatively insignif-
icant portfolio of Plan Implemen-
tation.
- Mr. Tyronne Fernando, another
lawyer and a UNP stalwart, is Sri
Lanka’s new Foreign Minister.
The pre-election defectors from
“.the People’s Alliance have not
been left out. Mr. G. L. Peiris is the
Industrial Development Minister,
- the portfolio he held in the Kum-
aratunga Government. And, the
leader of the Sri Lanka Muslim

a Subramanian

Congress (SLMC), Mr. Rauf Ha-
keem, retains the Ministry of
Ports, from which Ms. Kumara-
tunga sacked him, an action that
eventually led to the fall of her
Government.

Mr. Armugam Thondaman,
leader of the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress representing the Indian Ta-
mil plantation workers, too retains
the portfolio that has a direct
bearing on his constituency — Es-
tate Infrastructure.

There must have been a fair
share of disappointments. Mr. Mi-
linda Moragoda, a Wickremes-
inghe confidante, thought of as
the shadow finance minister while
in the Opposition, had to be con-
tent with the non-Cabinet charge
of Economic Reforms, Science
and Technology. The late Sri
Lankan President, Premadasa’s
son, Mr. Sajith Premadasa, is also
a non-Cabinet Minister, assigned
to Health.

As Mr. Wickremesinghe was giv-
ing the final touches to the Cabi-
net last night, the LTTE attacked
the police station at Valachenai, a
town to the north of Batticaloa,
destroying it along with the State
telecom facility next door. Six po-
licemen and a civilian employee
of the telecom department were
killed and 15 constables wounded
in the attack, the Defence Ministry
said.

The LTTE also took away weap-
ons from the police station before
bombing it and the telecom facj
lity. The town was cut off, and the
Defence Ministry said shops and
businesses remained closed to-
day, there was no transport in the

ed.

In a simultaneous attack, 30 to
40 LTTE cadres surrounded an Ar-
my camp near Mutur in Trinco-
malee, firing with mortars and
machine guns. Three soldiers
were killed in the attack and a
dozen wounded. The LTTE initial-
ly managed to take control of a
bunker but was eventually pushed
out. The soldiers later found the
bodies of two LTTE cadres. The
Ministry estimate said more than
20 LTTE cadres must have been

killed in the two attacks. //
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Sriyantha Walpola

Not blocking Cabinet
f§tmation: Chandrika

By Nirupama Subramanian

coLomBo, DEC. 9. The Sri Lankan
President, Ms. Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, indicated here today that
the delay in Cabinet formation
was not due to any obstacles from
her side though newspapers to-
day speculated that she wanted to
retain the defence portfolio.

“l am waiting for the Prime
Minister’s proposals on the Cabi-
net. He wants time. I am ready to
swear them in at any time,” she
told journalists after swearing in
Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe as
Prime Minister at a brief ceremo-
ny at her official residence.

Hinting at the limited role sh
might now have to play, My.
Kumaratunga side-stepped
question on why her party wgs
defeated, instead asking journa{-
ists to come by for a longer “ses-
sion.” “Now I have all the time. I
used to run the government. But
now [ shall only run the Presiden-
cy,”’ she said.

Asked if she would keep the key
portfolios of defence and finance,

Ms. Kumaratunga smxled and
said: ““Wait and see”

After the ceremony, Ms. Kum-
aratunga and the new Prime Min-
ister chatted over tea for nearly 30
minutes, giving no hint of the un-
easy partnership that lies ahead.

But the indications were else-
where. Later in the afternoon, ad-
dressing the nation over State TV,
Ms. Kumaratunga asked law en-
forcement agencies to punish
those indulging in post-election
violence, and reiterated that as
the President, Defence Minister,
and Commander-in-Chief of the
armed forces, she would not allow

, ose violating the aw to get
away. é

There wiS also an angry denial
from the Presidential Secretariat
of a report on a TV/radio station
owned by Mr. Wickremesinghe's
brother that Ms. Kumaratunga
had agreed to part with the de-
fence and finance portfolios.

The statement accused the sta-
tion of “misleading” the public.
The television station was kept
out of the swearing-in ceremony.
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~Uneasy alliance begms
as chkremasmghe
is sworn in PM 1

COLOMBO: Ranil Wickrema-
singhe was on
:{ Sunday sworn in
{as Sri Lanka’s
W new Prime
Minister, usher-
) ing in a period of
uneasy cohabita-
{ tion with his

arch-rival, Pre-

i sident Chan-

Wickremasinghe drika Kumara-
tunga.

Although Ms Kumaratunga

avoided a confrontation with the
newly elected Parliament by allow-
ing Mr Wickremasinghe, 52, to
choose his own cabinet, tensions
are simmering. Mr
Wickremasinghe has pledged to
reopen talks with Tamil Tiger sepa-
ratists in a bid to resolve the long-
running civil war. But one of the
major challenges ahead of him is
reviving an economy mired in its
worst performance in over 50
years.

The first shot of the uneasy rela-
tionship was fired by Ms
Kumaratunga who tried to take the
shine off her rival’s hour of glory
by blocking the live broadcast of
the official swearing-in ceremony.
While a television network owned
by Mr Wickremasinghe’s brother
was banned from entering Ms
Kumaratunga’s tightly-guarded
home to cover the ceremony, the
state television announced that it
could not telecast the ceremony
because of “obstacles” placed by
Ms Kumaratunga’s office.

Soon after being sworn in, the
new P'rime Minister drove down to

\

/\\

a nearby Buddhist temple t§ seek
blessings.

Meanwhile, in a statement that
underscored the potential trouble
ahead for Mr Wickremasinghe in
shaping his cabinet, with Ms
Kumaratunga seemingly intent on
playing a central role in the new
government despite the rout of her
Peoples’ Alliance, senior officials
said the President was furious over
news reports that she had agreed to
give up the key finance and
defence ministries. The ministries
are in addition to six other portfo-
lios that Ms Kumaratunga still
holds. “Reports of the President
handing over the finance and
defence  portfolios to Mr
Wickremasinghe are totally false,”
a statement from her office said.

Mr Wickremasinghe’s United
National Party (UNP) won the
parliamentary  elections  on
Wednesday, beating Ms
Kumaratunga’s party by 37 seats in
the 225-member assembly. During
her talks with Mr Wickremasinghe
on Saturday, Ms Kumaratunga
indicated that she was keen to
appoint a cabinet immediately. But
be reportedly told her that he
would decide on his ministers later.
Mr Wickremasinghe also informed
Ms Kumaratunga that he was plan-
ning to hold talks with the third-
placed Marxist JVP, minority Tamil
and Muslim parties and some
members of the PA about sharing
of portfolios.

Meanwhile, a nationwide curfew
was eased at dawn on Sunday
amidst tension in several provincial
towns where rivals clashed. @rp)
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“heads for' .

victory in Lan

COLOMBO, Dec. 6. — Sri Lan-
ka’s main Opposition United Na-
tional Front today headed towards
victory in yesterday’s parliamentry
elections winning nine of the 10
electoral districts annouticed so far.

President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga’s People’s Alliance coalition
could win only one district, as the
Election Commissioner withheld
the final announcement of results
in ten other districts — Kandy,
Gampaha, Colombo, Batticaloa,
Digamadulla, Galle, Jaffna, Trin-
comalee, Wanni and Kegalle.

The EC, Mr Dayananda Dissa-
nayake, said the reason behind his
decision was the election-related
violence in these districts, which is
expected to have some bearing on
their results. The decision about
whether to call for a repoll will be
taken tomorrow morning after he
meets all party secretaries, he said.

However, political sources said
that a repoli is likely. In such an
event, the final result would only
be announced along with the re-
poll results. Otherwise, they will
be announced tomorrow morning.

Heavy poll violence in these
areas has resulted in annulling
polls in some booths. The block-

ade of routes for over 1,00,000
Tamil VOtCMC military in Bat-

e

-

ticaloa and Wanni areas has hit the
Tamil National Alliance very hard.

Meanwhile, UNF stalwarts are
confident of winning 120 seats in
the 225 seated Parliament and
form a majority government.

The UNF, led by the United Na-
tional Party, has already won nine
out of ten electoral districts with
40 seats, while the ruling PA coali-
tion is trailing with only one win in
Monaragala district, with 28 seats.
The UNF has won in Anuradha-
pura, Kalutara, Ratnapuara, Nu-
wara-Eliya, Polonnaruwa, Badul-

la. Matale and Puttiam districts. It
has won 89 out of the 120 elector-
ates, the results of which have
been announced and wrested con-
trol of well over 23 PA fortresses.

The TNA, led by the Tamil Uni-
ted Liberation Front, has already
won in Pattiruppu and Kalkuda
electorates with a massive lead.

Unofficial reports from Wanni
and Jaffna said this alliance has
won nine seats in these o dis-
tricts despite army blockade.

The Janata Vimukthi Peramu-
na, which supported the PA for a
one-year probationary govern-
ment before the dissolution of
parliament, has got only four seats
so far and might be dropped from
its position as the third force.

The UNP has got 27.91,577
votes, the PA has got 22,66,916
votes and the JVP has got 5,67,468
votes. The Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress has won at and Digamadulla
electorate in the eastern province.

Meanwhile, with election
results showing a winning trend
for the Opposition, President Ku-
maratunga appealed to the people
to humbly accept victory and de-
feat and maintain law and order

3 under all circumstances. With

A boy plays cricket in front of campaign
posters of UNP ieader, Mr Ranil
Wickremesinghe, in Colombo on

Thursday. — AP/PTI

THE STATESUAN
SR SaINY

postelection violence escalating in
certain parts of the country, the
police have extended the curfew
again from this afternoon to 6
a.m. tomorrow,

pposition UNF

'}*



/g?gf poised for a
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COLOMBO, DEC. 6. The United National Party (UNP)
was today poised to make a comeback after a gap of
seven years following its unassailable lead over the
ruling People’s Alliance (PA) in Sti Lanka’s parlia-
mentary election.

A decision by elections officials to withhold the
results of several districts, till 8 a.m. on Friday and
perhaps order repoll in some areas hit by violence, is
unlikely to affect the overall outcome of an impres-
sive win by the UNP.

All eyes are now on the President, Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, the leader of the PA, who faces the
challenge of co- existing with a UNP-majority Parlia-

“ ment for the remainder of her term, which runs till
2005.

Her decisions in the next few days could be crucial

for determining if the country is headed for political
reconciliation or an administrative deadlock and
copstitutional crisis.
With more than two-thirds of the ballots counted
by late afternoon, the UNP-led United National
Front (UNF) had 47.47 per cent of the votes with the
PA trailing at just over 39 per cent.

The radical Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
projected as a potential ally of the PA, had 9.5 per
cent, theoretically making it possible for the two to
stake their claim to power. But as the day pro-
gressed, it was clear that the UNP would emerge as
the strongest contender for forming the govern-
ment.

The Elections Commissioner announced the with-
| holding of results of nine districts out of 22 till Friday
" morning. Repolling in some electoral divisions is to

be taken inconsultation with representatives of par-

ties on Friday.

The affected districts include Kandy and Kuruene-
gala, which saw violence and bloodshed on Wednes-
day, and the north- eastern districts of Jaffna,

ér By Nirupama Subramanian

Wb’ack

Battic?o/‘l and Vanni, where a large number of vot-
ers were hnable to exercise their franchise.

The deVelopment is not expected to alter the over-
all picture significantly. Of the 11 districts for which
results have been declared, the UNP has won all but
one, including traditional strongholds of the PA. The
seat tally so far is 40 for the UNP, 28 for PA, four for
JVP.
The UNP is leading in the other districts, raising
hopes within the party that it would cruise to the
magic number of 113 seats to win a simple majority
in the 225-seat House.

This would be the first time since the Executive
Presidency was introduced in 1978 in Sri Lanka that
the President will be forced into co-habitation with
an Opposition party holding a parliamentary major-
ity.

Mrs. Kumaratunga, who had declared before the
election that she would be unable to work with a
UNP-led Parliament, now faces the near-certain task
of inviting its leader and her arch foe, Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, to form the new Government.

“We hope she will respond positively,” said the
UNP spokesman, Mr. Karunasena Kodituwakkuy, de-
scribing his party’s victory as a “‘turning point for the
national unity and the economy” of the country.

“This will be the beginning of a new era under the
leadership of Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe,” he said.

Signalling a mood of reconciliation, Mrs. Kum-
aratunga asked the people to “accept victory and
defeat with humility”, and appealed to all to act
peacefully in a brief message that was read out on
state-TV and radio.

The UNP’s conduct would be equally crucial. The
party has said a victory for it would automatically
transform the all- powerful Executive Presidency in-
to a largely ceremonial office like the French presi-
dency.




Chandr

to form new g%wernm%

By Farah Mihlar Ahame:
Times News Network $\

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President
Chandrika
Kumaratunga on
Friday invited
opposition lea-
der Ranil Wick-
remasinghe for
discussions over

forming a new

Party
(UNP) claimed a clear victory at
the country’s national poll.

The invitation was extended to
Wickremasinghe after Prime
Minister Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake resigned from
his post following the defeat of the
ruling party.

According to the final resuits
released on Friday, the opposition
United National Front (UNF) had
obtained 114 seats in the 225-seat
Parliament, giving it only a two-
seat majority. The ruling Peoples’
Alliance managed to get 77 seats,
while its ally the Marxist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) cap-
tured an impressive 16 seats, six
more than what it previously had.

Wickremanayake tended in his
resignation on Friday afternoon
even before the final results of the
poll had been announced.
Kumaratunga in a statement did
not formally say she was appoint-
mg Wickremasinghe as premier,
but invited him to talks on
Saturday to decide on cabinet
appointments.

This is the first time the UNP will
form a coalition government which
will have to include the heads of
the party’s allies, the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC) and The
Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC)

invites UNP

.

\@whlch represents plantation work-

ers of Indian Origin.

Kumaratunga’s quick decision to
invite Wickremasinghe for talks
was unexpected following her pre-
vious fough stance that she would
find it impossible to work with the
UNP.

Her decision suggests an
unprecedented level of coopera-
tion between the two hostile par-
ties that augurs well for the coun-
try, specially with regard to resolv-
ing the crucial ethnic conflict.

The mandate the people have
given the UNP has clearly been for
a quick resolution of the ethnic
conflict and for a lifeline to be pro-
vided to the country’s ailing econo-
my, both issues havmg dominated
the UNP campaign.

Public confidence in UNP’s abil-
ity to manage the economy was
evident on Friday as the Colombo
Stock Exchange shot up by more
than 100 points in the first half
hour of trading.

The UNP has won enough seats
to be able to form the government
without the help of the Tamil
National Alliance, which in tumn
would strengthen the party’s repu-
tation amongst the majority
Sinhalese.

But because of its small majority
and commitment to quickly start
peace talks, the party will have to
work closely with the alliance of
four main Tamil parties who have
won 15 seats in Parliament despite
campaigning in support of the
LTTE.

The Kumaratunga-
Wickremasinghe talks on Saturday
will be a critical point in Sri Lankan
history that would envisage a
working agreement between an
Executive President from the
opposition party and the Prime J
Minister from another party.
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ickremasinghe

o+ invited 9
* to form govt
Al

COLOMBO, Dec. 7. — Sri Lanka’s President, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga, today invited the main Opposition leader, Mr Ranil
Wickremasinghe, to form a new government after his party swept the
parliamentary elections this week. Mrs Kumaratunga said in a state-
ment that she had invited Mr Wickremasinghe (52), to form a govern-
ment. The two have scheduled a meeting tomorrow.

Mr Kumaratunga, whose People’s Alliance was routed in Wednes-
day’s election, will now have to work with a hostile parliament control-
led by Mr Wickremasinghe’s United National Party.

Meanwhile, police slapped curfew on a town in Sri Lanka’s tense cen-

tral hills today to quell riots over the killing of 12 supporters of an Op-
. position Muslim party in the elections, adds Reuters.

Mobs set ablaze a petrol station near Madawala town, which was

turned into a tinder-box by Wednesday’s killings, blamed on majority

Sinhalese gunmen supporting the ruling People’s Alliance.
“Police and paramilitary units have been moved into the area and the

“curfew will be in force indefinitely,” a senior military official said. The

unrest erupted just after the government lifted a 36-hour islandwide
curfew meant to defuse tension between Sinhalese and Muslims who
rioted in central Sri Lanka this year.

An estimated 7,000 mourners defied curfew to bury nine of those kil-
led in a single attack in Madawala after voting closed.

“They were killed by PA thugs while escorting a ballot box,” one
mourner, Mr MY Asheef, said.

“It was a premeditated attack.” The other three victims, also support-
ers of the Opposition Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, were killed else-
where in the central Kandy district, which saw massive violence and bal-
lot-box stuffing on election day.

The Congress is allied to the United Natlonal Party which has taken
a virtually unassailable lead even though counting has been delayed by
the abuses and polling annulled in several areas.

Mrs Kumaratunga ordered an immediate investiga- tion into the kill-
ings which took the death toll-from a violent election campaign to al-
most 60. Sri Lanka has been wracked by an 18-year ethnic war pitting
Sinhalese against the larger Tamil mmonty but, clashes involving

e

" Muslims are rare.
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VOTE FOR CHANGE

Sinhalas, Tamils and Muslims give UNP a chance

THE People’s Alliance lost because it couldn’t hold its
government together and did almost nothing in the year
it was in power, except try desperately and ensure its own
survival, which ultimately weakened it from within. -
President Chandrika Kumaratunga had to dissolve the
national assembly in July when a portion of the Sri Lanka '
Muslim Congress detached itself from the parent body to sit |
in the opposition. After which, she had to come to terms
with allowing the JVP into the gove bec use t
others weren’t willing.

This went down badly not only w1th her voters, also
with her party colleagues, mainly because the set
conditions which envisaged aborting the Norwegian peace
initiative and economic reforms. It also forced the '
government to set up four independent commissions to !
regulate democratic institutions. Four ministers began by |
resigning from her government and then took another nine .
MPs over with them to the UNP, including deputy speaker .
Sarath Munasinghe. The manoeuvre seems to have elped |
only the JVP which increased its constituency from five to |
nine percent. Kumaratunga tried to make up for the loss by
offering a salary hike to government employees, |
compensation to Muslims who had lost their property and a |
reduction in the turnover tax on bank loans to set the fears .
of the business community at rest. She tried insinuating
t}’lra’f‘ the UNP was selling out the country’s mw the
LTTE.

All to no avail. The remaining Tamil parties, inclu
TULF, the strongest Tamil political force outside the L
constituted themselves into a platform called the Tamxl
National Alliance and went with the UNP which promised -
to form an interim council in Jaffna and talk to the LTTE.
About 80,000 Tamils from Jaffna and LTTE held areas, who |
would, in all likelihood, have voted for the pro-UNP TNA
were prevented from voting. One doesn’t know whether the |
Army stopped them under instructions from Colombo, but
the suspicion remains.

What is clear is that the Sinhala majority, on whom the
outcome between the SLFP and the UNP traditionally
depends, want something done about the Tamil issue and
about the economy. Devolution, though sensible, is a
complicated constitutional manoeuvre calling for a
protracted parliamentary struggle. Kumaratunga, after all,
could not hold the referendum she was threatening to in -
October. She may have realised it wasn’t feasible. In its |
absence, Ranil Wickremesinghe’s idea of talking to the
LTTE and involving them in local administration, must
have sounded practical, especially since Pirabhakaran has
been making moderate noises of late. Above all, the UNP
having secured the support of the Muslim and ‘the Tamil
pl;artles looked much more like a ruling combination than
the PA

A cohabitation between Wickremesinghe and
Kumaratunga cannot be easy, not only because of their
importance but also because of their radical differences in :
approach towards the ethnic conflict in the north and the . -
cast. This is the first cohabitation since 1978 when the . ¢
executive pre idency was introduced. The jury is out on the ! (
outcome. I
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Véhandrika reasserts
s%thorlty over
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ESS TRUST OF INDIA

1, COLOMBO, Dec. 8. — Presi-
| dent Mrs Chandrika Kumara-
| tunga issued a special directive
to armed forces saying she con-
tinued to be their commander.

Mr Ranil Wickremasinghe,
leader of the United National
Party-led United National
Front, will be sworn in as
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
tomorrow afternoon.

The decision to this effect
was taken at an hour-long

meeting  between  Mrs
Kumaratunga and Mr
| Wickremasinghe.

A top-ranking UNP source
' said that during the meeting
Mr Wickremasinghe didn’t
rtouch on the important
issues. The sources, however,
said the discussion took place

| in a cordial mood.
i Mrs Kumaratunga, who in-
| vited the UNP leader to form

forces

government, asked the armed
forces and police to act impar-
tially while dealing with law
and order problems, especial-
ly of a political nature.

“As president, defence minis-
ter and commander in chief” she
said she was fully empowered to
issue directives to them. “T will
not hesitate to take stringent le-
gal action against security
forces or any police officer who
acts extraneous to these direc-
tives or neglects them, regard-
less of their stature”, she said.

Her order came amid charg-
es of attacks on People’s Alli-
ance supporters by UNP men
in various parts of the coun-
try. It has also been alleged
that the new regime might di-
rect the police to arrest PA
bigwigs allegedly behind elec-
toral violence.

8 Editorial: Vote for
change, page 8

Sri Lanka’s new Prime Minister Mr Ranil
Wickremasinghe with President Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga at the President's

residence in Colombo on Saturday. - AP/Pyy
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N THE affalrs of a

democratic nation,

elections are the high

point, the ultimate
expression of the people’s will.
In Sri Lanka, the people have
emphatically spoken for
change, just 14 months after an
ambiguous vote that led to
political chaos, worsened the
chances of peace in the strife-
torn island and left the
economy crippled.

The victory of the United
National Party (UNP)-led
United National Front (UNF) in
the general election last week
was a mandate by a people
who had wearied of seven years
of rule under the People’s
Alliance (PA), which started off
the blocks with great promise
in 1994 but was unable to live
up to expectations.

Today, there are similar
- expectations of the UNP for a
*wmagic cure to all the complex
problems the country faces.
The UNP leader, Mr. Ranil

For Sri Lanka, much
will depend on how
the mandate in the
just-concluded polls
is interpreted by
Chandrika
Kumaratunga
and Ranil
Wickremesinghe,
says
Nirupama
Subramanian.

Wickremesinghe, has promised
a quick end to the war in the
northeast through talks with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). He has also
promised to undertake an
immediate revival of the
economy. But it might prove as
difficult for Mr.
Wickremesinghe, to live up to
the hopes the people have
reposed in his election-time
promises, as it was for the PA.

For one, while voting quite
decisively to deny the PA
another term in office, the
electorate has at the same time
also denied the UNP an
outright majority in Parliament,
giving it 45.6 per cent of the
vote and 109 seats, four short
of the half-way mark in the
225-member House.

The PA received 37.3 per cent
>f the vote, nearly seven per

Ranil Wickremesinghe...

cent less than its share in the
last election, winning 77 seats.
Its potential ally, the JVP, won
16 seats, six more than in 2000,
and obtained 9.1 per cent of
the vote share. Far short of the
required numbers to stake a
claim to forming the
Government, the PA
immediately conceded defeat.

The UNP is expected to make
up the shortfall in its numbers
with the help of the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC),
which has won five seats, and
perhaps consolidate this with
outside support from the Tamil
National Alliance which has 15
seats, but the new dispensation
is bound to be as dependent as
the previous one on its allies.

But more importantly, for the
first time since the Executive
Presidency was introduced in
Sri Lanka through the 1978
Constitution promulgated by J.
R. Jayewardene, the incumbent
of that all-powerful office will
have to co-exist with a hostile
Parliament, creating a piquant
situation.

The leader of the vanquished
PA, Ms. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, was re-elected as

the real test beging now.

President in 1999, Her term will
run till the end of 2005, The
animosity between Ms,
Kumaratunga and the UNP
leader is Sri Lanka's worst-kept
secret and the question being
asked now is whether the two
can cooperate in the interests
of the nation or will the
country once again descend
into chaos as they battle for
political supremacy.

At the time of writing, Ms.
Kumaratunga had invited Mr.
Wickremesinghe “to discuss
measures”’ to appoint a Prime
Minister and a Cabinet. But it
is not clear what role she
envisages for herself in the new
set-up, or indeed if the UNP is
willing to allow her to play any
role at all. Much will depend
on how the mandate in the
just-concluded election is
interpreted by the two most
important players in this game.

One point of view, advanced
by the UNP and many within
the PA itself, is that the election
results are really a verdict
against Ms. Kumaratunga. She
campaigned actively for the PA
in this election, warning people
not to elect the UNP as she

would find it difficult to work
with it.

And if the people voted
against the PA despite knowing
this, their message is that she
should hand over the running
of the Government to the UNP,
shed the draconian powers
vested in her office and play a
ceremonial rather than
executive role for the remainder
of her term.

On the other hand, the vote
could also be interpreted as a
mandate to force the country’s
two main parties to work
together. If the voters gave a
mandate to the UNP fully
aware that the reins of the
Government would still be
controlled by the President, it
could only be in order to .
enforce a national government
that many in Sri Lanka see as
the only way to resolve the
country’s problems.

Part of the reason why the
ethnic conflict has become so
intractable today is the inability
of the ruling and Opposition
parties through the years to see
eye to eye on proposals to
resolve it. In this sense, the
mandate can be seen as a
verdict not just for a simple
change of guard at the palace,
but for a change in the very
concept of governance.

Whether the island’s political
leadership has what it takes to
do this, is another question.

Certainly, the voters rejected
the staple majoritarian-
communal rhetoric that the
politicians have always resorted
to when they perceive
themselves to be under siege.
This was discovered not just by
the PA this time but other
hardline parties too. The Sihala
Urumaya, a party formed just
before the 2000 election
advancing an openly
chauvinistic line and a military
solution to the ethnic conflict,
which managed one seat in the
last Parliament, sank without a
trace this time.

Without doubt the people
have made it clear through this
election, by voting for the TNA
in the Tamil-dominated
northeast and the UNP in the
Sinhala-Buddhist south, that
what they want from the new
Government is a quick
resolution of the ethnic conflict,
not by war but through talks
with the LTTE.

This is what both the UNP
and the TNA promised. Now, it
is up to them to bring the LTTE
to the table for negotiations on
a political settlement that will
end the war without diyiding
the country.
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- the polls

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMEO, DEC. 3. Sri Lanka’s top election official
today appealed to voters and contestants to
ensure that Wednesday’s parliamentary poll
would be free and fair amid fears of violence
and intimidation on voting day.

“We have taken all precautions and made
all arrangements to make it a free and fair
poll. I appeal to voters, candidates, contesting
parties, election observer groups and cijvil
society groups to make this endeavour a
successful one,” Mr. Dayananda Dissanayake,
the Elections Commissioner, said.

His appeal came hours after police lifted an
overnight curfew that had to be clamped in
several areas of the north- central district of
Anuradhapura which were rocked by violent
incidents on Sunday, the last day of the
election campaign.

The curfew was imposed after one person
was killed in the district last night and 13
wounded when a grenade was thrown at a
ruling party procession.

As many as 10 election-related murders
were reported over the weekend alone from
various parts of the island.

A hand grenade was thrown at a PA rally in
Kandy district, leaving at least 17 people
wounded.

In another incident on Sunday, two guards
attached to the Presidential Security Division
(PSD) were arrested for their involvement in
firing at the vehicle of a prominent
opposition politician who recently defected
from the ruling party.

The police recovered a grenade launcher,
AT-56 automatic rifles and a pistol from the
duo. “This is irrefutable proof of what we

-~ Sri Lanka goes to
tomorrow , .

have been saying,” said the Opposition\
spokesman, Mr. G.L. Peiris.

The UNP-led United National Front has
alleged that guards of the PSD have been sent
out to spread an atmosphere of fear and
violence during the election.

The leader of the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress, Mr. Rauff Hakeem, said supporters
of the ruling party were creating a “fear
psychosis” in Kandy district, particularly in
areas inhabited by Muslim and Tamil
minorities to prevent voters from turning out
on election day.

Voicing similar concern for the entire
country, the private Centre for Monitoring
Election Violence said today the “indicators of
exacerbated violence of an organised nature
taking place on polling day are very clear.”

The centre has recorded over 2,300 incidents
of election-related violence in 37 days of
campaigning, which it described as “in excess
of”’ incidents for any election since 1994.

It said 38 people had been killed so far in
the violence.

It said the violence had escalated by
“alarming proportions” in the last stages of
the campaign and identified Anuradhapura,
the western districts of Puttalam and
Gampaha, the central district of Kurunegala
and Ampara in the east as the worst affected
areas.

Mr. Dissanayake said “vulnerable” areas had
been identified and extra precautions taken to
ensure that polling in those areas would be
conducted smoothly.

Over 40,000 policemen have been deployed
on election duty, with stand-by support from
the police force of each district, and the arm
in identified trouble-spots, he said.
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By Nirupama Subramaman

COLOMBO, DEC. 2. Opinion polls are
giving the Opposition United Na-
tional Party (UNP) a clear lead over
the ruling People’s Alliance (PA) in
the December 5 general election.

However, the UNP is accusing
the Government of attempting to
rob it of what it believes will be cer-
tain victory on Wednesday through
violence and intimidation.

Two opinion polls published in
the Sunday Times today, the last
day of the campaign, put the UNP
five per cent ahead of the PA.

An opinion poll conducted by
the Indian firm ORG-MARG with
its Sri Lanka partner SMART gave
the UNP 38 per cent of the vote-
share, and the PA 33 per cent.

Both parties have improved their
standing over a previous round of
polling, with only 13 per cent un-
decided this time, against the 31
per cent who fell in that category
two weeks ago.

Another poll, conducted by Sur-
vey Research Lanka (Pvt.) Ltd. gave
the UNP 43.5 per cent while the PA
had 38.8 per cent, with the unde-
cided voters constituting less than
three per cent.

According to this poll, support
for the Janatha Vimukthi Peramu-
na (JVP), which is expecting to play
a crucial role after the election, has

A Catholic priest and a Buddhist monk going to meet St Lanka’s
Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. Dayananda Dissanayake, on
Sunday to urge him to ensure a violence-free poll. — AFP

fallen to 10 per cent from 12.8 per
cent two weeks ago.

The UNP-led United National
Front (UNF) said today the party
had information about personnel
of the Presidential Security Divi-
sion (PSD) sent out into various
districts “to engage in unlawful

and illegal election-related activ-
ity”".

The UNF spokesman, Mr.
G.L.Peiris, said a delegation of se-
nior members of the party met the
Defence Secretary today and hand-
ed over to him the names, ranks,
serial numbers and identification

.. Opinion polls put UNP ahead
)

classifications of 41 PSD personnel
who had been sent to the north-
central district of Anuradhapura.

“The only legitimate function of
the PSD is to protect the President.
1t is the duty of the Defence Secre-
tary to instruct the Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police to ensure that they
are physically brought back to Col-
ombo. They have no business be-
ing outside Colombo,” Mr. Peiris
said. The UNP leader, Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, today wrote to
the President, Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga, demanding a public
commitment from her that she
would not tolerate election vio-
lence by PA candidates and sup-
porters.

“You will also instruct the PSD to
return to Colombo and restrict
their activities to the job of protect-
ing you. You should instruct the
IGP and the Army to act impartially
and against anyone committing
acts of violence,” Mr. Wickrems-
inghe said. '

The polls showed 62 per cent of
respondents saying talking to the
LTTE was the best solution to the
conflict in the north-east, which
the UNP has promised to do.

But the UNP scored poorly com-
pared to the PA on its ability to en-
sure human rights and press

freedom and to control bribery and
corruption. /
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Ranil Govt faces Speaker test

W )

Colombo, December 18

SRI LANKA'S new Government
will face its first test when Par-
liament votes for a new Speaker,
officials said today.

The secret ballot will take
place tomorrow when the new
Parliament is due to hold its first
session.

The United National Party
(UNP), which won the polls, is
expected to put forward senior
party member Joseph Michael
Perera (60), for the job of Speaker
of the 225-member Assembly.

The UNP and an allied Muslim
party have 114 seats giving the
coalition a slender two-seat
majority in Parliament.

Parliament sources said the
Speaker election would show
whether the government had the
full support of its own members.

It was not immediately clear if
the main Opposition People’s
Alliance (PA) would field its own
candidate for the post.

The government has offered
‘the Deputy Speaker position to
the PA and is trying to woo Oppo-
sition legislators to join the
administration.

The UNP, led by Prime Minis-
ter Ranil Wickremesinghe, has
invited Opposition legislators to
join a Government of national
reconciliation, an offer the PA
has turned down.

Wickremesinghe’s party has
decided to keep the Deputy Speak-
er's post vacant for at least a
month to give more time to PA
defectors to take the job in addi-
tion to several other Cabinet posi-
tions which are also being offered.

Although the PA is the Opposi-
tion in Parliament, its leader,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, is the
President since she was elected
directly at a separate election in

0\

u%“‘ ‘

\

s

SOLHEIM MAY BE BACK

PK Balachanddran
Colombo, December18

ERIK SOLHEIM, the Norwegian peace envoy who was sidelined
by the previous Sri Lankan Government for an alleged tilt
towards the LTTE, may be brought back by the present one to
help liaise with that militant group in a renewed peace effort.

A Tamil National Alliance (TNA) leader said Ranil Wick-
remesinghe had hinted at bringing Sotheim back during a recent
meeting with a delegation from the Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF).

Wickremesinghe, however, may have to face some problems in
this regard. Still in power as the President, Chandrika
Kumaratunga could halt Solheim’s return.

That apart, Solheim’s penchant for a high-profile role may
clash with Wickremesinghe’s wish to keep the peace process a
low-profile activity till a real breakthrough is achieved.

Meanwhile, the TNA said New Delhi had “informally” indi-
cated that it was ready to receive a TNA delegation after Wick-
remesinghe’s talks with Indian leaders later this month.

The TNA would formally write to the Indian Government
seeking appointments with AB Vajpayee, his Cabinet colleagues
and Sonia Gandhi.

Asked what the TNA expected India to do, senior vice-presi-
dent of TULF, V Anandasangaree, said India should ask the for
an immediate ceasefire and get Colombo to lift the ban on the

‘LTTE-andstart peace talks with the Norwegian help.

Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation (TELO) leader Sri Kan-
tha said India should go beyond the India-Sri Lanka Accord of
1987. “As the accord had miserably failed, India should work out
a Lanka policy, keeping in mind the changed circumstances and
past experience,” he said.

December 1999 for a six-year

ister in the new Government,

term.

Meanwhile, for the first
time in years, the island nation’s
Government said today it wanted
India to get involved in the peace
process to pressure the Lankan
Tigers Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to
end their 18-year war.

“We want the Indians to get
more involved in bringing about
a settlement to the ethnic crisis,”
Tyronne Fernando, Foreign Min-

said.

Wickremesinghe is set to dis-
cuss the issue during his three-
day visit to New Delhi on Decem-
ber 22.

“They are a very big country,
our closest neighbour and a great
power in the world. We expect a
lot of pressure to be exerted on
the LTTE to enter into talks,”
Fernando said about what he
expects from New Delhi.

In 1987, India sent a peace-
keeping force to Sri Lanka to
fight the LTTE, but the troops
failed to beat the guerrillas in
what Indian media often refer to
as “India’s Vietnam.”

The force was withdrawn in
1990 after 1,200 Indian soldiers
were killed and thousands of oth-
ers wounded or maimed.

Armymen surrender

Five armymen have surrendered
before a court for their alleged
involvement in the massacre of
10 Muslims on the day of the par-
liamentary elections, while the
police continued their search for
the son of a former Deputy
Defence Minister.

An army lieutenant and four
soldiers yesterday turned them-
selves in before a magistrate in
Kandy, as a special police team
claimed that it had evidence
pointing to the alleged involve-
ment of the son of former Deputy
Defence Minister Anuruddha
Ratwatt in the mass killing.

The army personnel were
remanded in custody, giving a
dramatic turn to the political
killings in Kandy district that
took place on December 5, after
polling was over, while the vic-
tims were travelling in a van
behind a Government vehicle
carrying ballot boxes at
Madawala.

The troops pumped bullets
from T-56 assault rifles into the
van, apparently as punishment
for preventing large-scale rig-
ging by their vigilance.

Ratwatte, Kumaratunga’s
uncle and a senior leader of Peo-
ple’s Alliance, is widely accused
by opponents of unleashing ter-
ror in Kandy.

Agencies’

~ NIV 4

1y Lol



PM’s offer
upsets Chandrika

COLOMBO, Dec. 17.— The People’s Alliance coalition, led by Presi-
dent Mrs Chandrika Kumaratunga of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), is divided over whether to accept Prime Minister Mr Ranil
Wickremasinghe’s offer of forming a National Reconciliation govern-
ment.

More then 20 MPs, including three former senior ministers, were re-
ported to have decided to accept the Prime Minister’s offer despite PA's
executive committee rejection. Although the executive committee of
the PA, that met on Saturday, decided not to accept the offer of Mr
Wickremasinghe, the PA stalwarts such as former ministers Mr Richard
Pathirana and Mr AHM Fowzie have decided to accept the Cabinet
portfolios in the UNF-led government.

The PA faction favouring the national government was trying to per-
suade former foreign minister Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar to join the
proposed government for finding a lasting solution to the ethnic con-
flict. According to sources, these two former ministers have strongly
lobbied several newly elected PA MPs and other senior members to ac-
cept the offer to form the national government to solve the burning is-
sues of the country. Former minister of the PA government and close
confidant of Mrs Kumaratunga, Mr Al Haj Alavi Mowlana, said: “The
party will certainly expel any member who acted in violation of the de-
cision of the executive committee,” he said. Mr Wickremasinghe initial-
ly made the offer to all political parties, including the main Opposition
PA, soon after he was sworn-in on 8 December as the 14th Prime Min-
ister of the country. Again on 13 December he announced that his of-
fer for PA members to join the United National Front government
would be open for another month.

Meanwhile, the foreign minister Mr Tyronne Fernando said the gov-
ernment would hold unconditional talks with Tamil rebels next moy



V4

/ SRI LANKA’S POLITICAL EXPERIMENT
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THE DIFFICULT CHOICE made by the Sri Lank-
an President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, to
personally relinquish her powerful portfolios, de-
fence and finance, has certainly facilitated the
relatively smooth formation of a new Govern-
ment. With her own People’s Alliance being deci-
sively rejected by the electorate in the latest
parliamentary poll, she could no longer hope to
have a political friend as the new Prime Minister
under her executive presidency which remains
unimpaired at this time. Ms. Kumaratunga has,
therefore, reconciled herself to the inevitable
emergence of her chief political adversary, Mr.
Ranil Wickremesinghe of the United National
Party, as the new Prime Minister. More impor-
tantly, however, she has surprised her critics by
parting with the defence and finance portfolios
without any significant political fight. Having
held these portfolios until the dissolution of the
previous Parliament, she normatively retained
them during the transition to a new Government.
Under Sri Lanka’s present constitutional web of
power centres, the President can indeed breathe
down the necks of the Prime Minister and the
Cabinet at any given time. Her prerogative of be-
ing the Head of the Cabinet cannot be erased by
the results of the latest general election. With her
term as President yet to run its full course, Ms.
Kumaratunga will stay as the legitimate Head of
state as also the Head of Government. Now, as a
duly elected Prime Minister, Mr. Wickremes-
inghe too commands a definitive majority within
the new Parliament. However, a grey label marks
the political complexion of his constitutional
< prerogative of sharing power with the President,
" who belongs to an opposition outfit. As the two
key opposing figures within the mainstream po-
litical spectrum, Ms. Kumaratunga and Mr. Wick-
remesinghe are strangers to the politics of
accommodation. Their efforts or struggles to
coexist as two distinctive functionaries, who also
need to cooperate, promise to turn into a salient

experiment in constitutional politics. \% \’1/

An issue that has troubled Sri Lanka is ohe of
constitutional architecturing. The principle of
harmonious construction, which is often cited in
constitutional jurisprudence, will now be put to a
serious test. Ms. Kumaratunga and Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe need to manage a state that is proneto |
endemic crises on account of the majoritarian
politics of the Sinhala community and the psyche
of deprivation among an alienated minority,
which consists of Tamils and Muslims as sep-
arate groups with historical connections. In a
practical sense, the answers to the riddles of Sri
Lanka’s constitutional conundrum will be deter-
mined by the manner in which these two interact
as duly elected leaders with agendas, even vi-
sions, of their own for the future. wh- 0

An immediate confrontation been averted, be-
cause the President has had no hand in shaping
the new Cabinet. However, her status as the Su-
preme Commander of the Armed Forces is no
residuary function, although she has given up
defence. The simple but profound reason centres
on the Sri Lankan military’s long and controver-
sial forward deployment within the country in
the ongoing fight against the separatist Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). A disturbing
sign in this overall context is that the President
and the Prime Minister have not been able to
fashion a Government of “national reconcilia-
tion”. Irrespective of who is to blame, the fact is
that the two, known for their different styles, may
wish to see how far they could influence each
other on policy matters. Mr. Wickremesinghe has
struck a relatively more conciliatory posture to-
wards the LTTE in recent months. So, the more
immediate questions, which directly impinge on
Sri Lanka's future, pertain to the scope for any
fresh political move to engage the LTTE. To be
closely watched is the direction that Sri Lanka’s
foreign policy might take in this new context.




COLOMBO, Dec. 9. - Sri Lanka’s
new Prime Minister Mr Ranil
Wickremesinghe is an unlikely
veteran of the tough and dang-
erous world of Sri Lankan politics.

The tall, ungainly leader of the
United National Party was set to
be sworn in today after the UNP
and its allies won a majority in
Wednesday’s parliamentary vote.

An unimpressive orator, Mr
Wickremesinghe is as unashamed
of Western business suits as he is
of spelling out the unpopular
choices facing his war-weary
country. “You can’t make policy
with a public-relations machine,”
says Mr Wickremesinghe, whose
cherubic face belies his 52 years
and masks his mastery of political
manoeuvres.

His staid, pragmatic approach
paid off handsomely in- the

parliamentary vote when voters.

reeling under economic decline,
war and political turmoil
abandoned the ruling People’s
Alliance. “I want to step away
from confrontational politics,”
said Mr Wickremesinghe as his
supporters lit fire-crackers and
danced in the streets.
Confrontation is the last thing
Mr Wickremesinghe needs be-
cause’ People’s Alliance leader
)m Chandrika Kumaratunga re-

tains the powerful presidency with
sweepmg poers to dissolve and
suspend parllament and name a
cabinet,

Mrs Kumaratunga will remain
president till 2005.

Mr Wickremesinghe was first

appointed prime minister in 1993,

but held the largely ceremonial
post for just 16 months before

losing a 1994 election to the
Peoples’ Alliance.

Analysts say that. what Mr
Wickremesinghe lacks in charisma
he makes up for in style, running a
campaign of slick television
commercials and trips on a luxury
campaign bus that may be
commonplace in the West but a
novelty to Sri Lanka’s rough-and-
tumble election world.

Until now his message of
market-driven modernisation had
failed to fire the imagination of
voter-rich rural Sri Lanka, costing
his party dearly at elections.

His refusal to play the populist
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inil: A man who doesn’t
mind gettmg}us suit dirty

saw Mr Wickremesinghe lam-
pooned by Mrs Kumaratunga’s
left-leaning government, but
nothing brought him more flak
than his stand on the ethnic war.

‘Mr Wickremesinghe makes no
bones about his plans to talk to,
and, if possible, accommodate the
LTTE, fighting since 1983 for a
separate Tamil state in the
country’s north and east.

Mrs Kumaratunga, who has

. favoured military marginalisation

of the LTTE along with power
sharing for Tamils, frequently
called Mr Wickremesinghe a pawn
of the rebels. “I will not retaliate
with mudslinging. This country has
to talk peace and I will do that as 1
win power,” says Mr Wickre-
mesinghe, who also es@ped a
suicide bombing in 1999,

Mr Wickremesinghe ha@’ﬁam
ned to start “talks about talks”
within weeks of his election and
has vowed to set up an interim
administration in the predomi-
nantly Tamil north and east - a
move his opponents called a sell-
out to the rebels.

Mr Wickremesinghe, who ma-
rried university lecturer Maithree
Wickremesinghe in 1995, hails
from a prominent family of politi-
cians and businessmen with large
interests in the media, and has
twice been thrust, somewhat pre-
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maturely, into the political spot-
light. 7 S
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N WEDNESDAY, Sri
Lanka will vote to
choose a Government
for the second time in
14 months, but there are no
indications yet that the election
will in any way resolve the
political instability in the strife-
torn island.
In the run-up to the election,

| brought on by the ruling

. People’s Alliance loss of

majority in Parliament after less
than a year in power, one
theme dominated the debate
and could impact powerfully on
the outcome: the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a non-
participant in the election, but
present in it right through.

The Opposition United
National Party (UNP) tried hard
to keep the focus on the
Government'’s failings,
including its inability to guide
the economy.

But the PA, finding itself on
the mat on every major issue of
governance, successfully
hijacked the debate by
resorting to the time-tested
tactic of using communal
rhetoric to appeal to the
Sinhala majority.

The main burden of this
rhetoric has been the allegation
of a “secret pact” between the
UNP and the LTTE, and that if
voted to power the UNP would
hand over vast portions of the
country to the LTTE.

The repeated use of this
propaganda by the PA, starting
with the presidential election in
1999, has served only to
reinforce in the popular Sinhala
psyche the mistaken notion
that the island's ethnic problem
equals the LTTE.

This time, the PA has the
assistance of the Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna, its main
ally in the last months of its
short-lived Government, in
beating the majoritarian drum.

The UNP denied the
accusations of a “‘secret pact’,
but was unable to divert the
focus back to what it
considered its main plank in
these elections — ending the
war and putting the country’s
economy back on the rails.

The cumulative result of the
PA-JVP propaganda has been a
complete erosion of minority
faith in the President, Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga.

It has given new strength to
the LTTE-brand of Tamil
nationalism, and left those
against the LTTE voiceless.
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A NO-HOLDS-BARRED CONTEST: Chandrika Kumaratunga and (right) Ranil Wikremesinghe and his wife.

wave -— the TNA and the JVP
are expected to play crucial
roles.

From the way in which the
campaign was conducted, it is
widely expected that the JVP,
which is hoping to improve its
performance in this election,
will lend critical support to the
PA if it seems likely to have the
better chance to form the next
Government.

On the other hand, the UNP
has few friends outside itseif,
which could prove to be a
drawback if it is to make a
pitch for government
formation.

There are indications that the
TNA, whose constituent parties
have declared their

]udgihg from the run-up, the December 5

elections may leave Sri Lanka more polarised
than before along political and communal
lines, writes Nirupama Subramanian.

But as she fights to retain the
Sinhala vote, this does not
seem to have overly worried
Ms. Kumaratunga.

Articulating the LTTE agenda
in these elections is the Tamil
National Alliance, a grouping of
four Tamil parties, contesting
the elections in the north and
the east.

In a post-election scenario in
which neither the PA or the
UNP is able to win a simple
majority in the 225-seat
Parliament — a real possibility
considering that while there is
resentment against the
Government, there is no
simultaneous pro-Opposition

dissatisfaction with the PA
Government, might offer
assistance.

Last week’s appeal to the
Sinhala electorate by the LTTE
leader, Mr. Velupillai
Prabakaran, not to vote for Ms.
Kumaratunga, is a clear
direction to the Tamils that
there has to be a change of
Government.

But the important question
here is whether the UNP, for all
its pre-election generosity of
promising unconditional talks
with the LTTE, and offering to
consider removing the ban on
it, would want the backing of
the TNA which would be
remote-controlled by the
ruthless guerilla group.
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Candidates of the TNA have
claimed LTTE support as they
canvassed for votes in the
northeast.

One candidate even said that
all those seeking election on
the TNA ticket were Tigers. It is ¢
only to be expected that after
the elections, the LTTE will
demand returns from those
elected using its name.

But even if it does form the
Government, either on its own
as its supporters believe, or
with the help of the TNA, the
UNP still has to contend with
Ms. Kumaratunga, who will
continue to remain President.
She was re-elected to office for
a six-year term in 1999.

In fact, an important side-
show in this election has been
the PA warning the people that
if they vote in the UNP, they
can expect a deadlocked
Government, as under the
Constitution all power is vested
with the Executive President.

Parliament cannot function
as an independent or alternate
power centre, the PA and its
allies have been saying. And
some have even warned of
another election if that
happens.

Against this background of
uncertainties and fractious
politics, it seems unlikely that
this election will resolve any of
the major issues facing Sri
Lanka today, including the
ethnic problem.

In fact, judging from the run-
up, it may leave the country
more polarised than before
along political and communal
lines with the important players
unable to extricate themselves
from the traps created by their
own election-time rhetoric.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2001

THE LTTE’S NEW DILEMMA W,

THE INTERNATIONAL ‘CAMPAIGN’ against ter-
. ror has caught the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in a very awkward posture. Quite
unusually but almost inevitably, the LTTE itself
. seems to have recognised how conspicuously
untenable its position has become. Not surpris-
. ingly, therefore, the LTTE leader, Mr. Velupillai
Prabakaran, has now demanded that the West
" define political terrorism in the light of a “deep
_ insight” about the concepts of an armed struggle
for self-determination and the like. Discernible
beyond his painstaking attempt to educate the
global community on this score is his plain dis-
comfort, which borders on a deep concern, over
the LTTE’s unprecedented predicament. With
Canada recently joining the U.S. and the U.X.
among the Western powers in identifying the
LTTE as an international terrorist organisation
for their legal purposes, Mr. Prabakaran seems
worried that his political game is virtually up in
the wider global arena. The LTTE remains
banned by India and Sri Lanka too. Given the

_ stark reality of such a comprehensive isolation

. on the international stage, he still clings to the
respectability that was arguably conferred on
him by the recently failed Norwegian attempt to

* broker talks between the LTTE and the Sri Lank-
" an Government. Not only that, Mr. Prabakaran is
no less eager to plead with the prime movers of

" the ongoing ‘campaign’ against globalised ter-
- ror. His transparent objective is to try and define

' terrorism on his own terms. This being an im-
possible order though, he appears willing at the
same time to moderate his style at the margins.
- This accounts for some of the politically ‘soft’
statements that he made during his latest annual
traditional ‘“Maaveerar Naal’’ speech, dedicated
to the memory of the “heroes’’ of the “‘liberation

« struggle” by the Tamil Tigers.

Mr. Prabakaran should, however, know that
ipply no place for self-serving defini-
ther terrorism itself or even the con-
struggle for political emancipation. This

is not to suggest that all is well with the opgoing
U.S.-led ‘campaign’ against international terror.
Yet, the fact remains that the global community
is becoming increasingly cognisant of the immo-
rality and irrationality of all forms of terrorist
violence for political or ideological purposes.
The litmus test is about the proven track record
or the perceivable hidden agenda of the practi-
tioners of terror. On this reckoning, Mr. Prabak-
aran and the LTTE can hardly hope to erase their
infamy. However, if they genuinely choose to
ponder over their past with a view to reinventing
themselves now as agents for peace and stability
in Sri Lanka and its adjoining region, the latest
international ‘campaign’ against terror may

have been a good wake-up call. g w \/

On balance, the signs from the LTTE camp
are not really encouraging at this time. Arguably,
Mr. Prabakaran'’s ‘soft’ politics centre on his ap-
parent willingness to consider a settlement with
Sri Lanka’s Sinhala majority within a frarnework
of some form of coexistence that remains ill-
defined all the same. In fact, there is no defin-
itive shift in his well-known stand about the po-
litical and economic rights of the Tamils with
respect to their traditional lands. He is eager to
avoid indicating a direction towards any pre-
scriptive formula that might resolve the island-
republic’s existential ethnic problem. Within
these self-imposed parameters, the LTTE leader
has sought to portray the organisation’s activ-
ities as the manifestation of “reactive violence"
to Sri Lanka’s “‘state terror” as also its alleged
“genocidal” tendencies. By harping on such old
themes in the new situation, Mr. Prabakaran
cannot hope to whitewash his record of terror-
ising the Tamil political fraternity itself. The
question, therefore, is whether his reported wil-
lingness to let the Tamils participate in Sri Lank-
a’s parliamentary elections, scheduled for

December 5,€¢an mark a new beginning in his
politics.
v
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¢ 4 ‘to vote in

By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, DEC. 5. Up to 80,000 Tamils living in the
LTTE-controlled areas in northeast Sri Lanka were
barred from voting by the Sri Lankan Army in today’s
parliamentary elections, which were marked by a
high voter turnout elsewhere, despite several inci-
dents of violence in parts of the island.

An estimated 70 per cent of the over 12.4 million
voters turned out to vote. Ten persons were killed, all
except one in the central district of Kandy, where the
maximum number of violent incidents were alleged
to have taken place. Seven persons were killed and
six wounded in one incident alone when unidenti-
fied gunmen opened fire on their vehicle and threw a
grenade at it.

Police and the private Centre for Monitoring Elec-
tion Violence (CMEV) reported incidents of intimi-
dation of voters by armed supporters of candidates
and ballot-stuffing in several polling stations in the
district.

One killing was reported from the northwest dis-
trict of Kurunegala.

The incidents followed a night of violence in
which police reported two killings in separate in-
cidents. The CMEV reported that six persons had
died in several overnight clashes.

But of most significance was the Army’s decision
not to permit Tamils living in the LTTE-held areas
north of Vavuniya and in Batticaloa to travel to poll-
ing stations in Government- controlled areas to cast
their votes /m(grounds of security.

e

VIOLENCE MARKS POLLING

80 000 Tamils not allowed

1), —

Sri Lanka

As is the usual practice, provision was made for
these people to cast their votes at clustered polling
stations outside the “‘uncleared areas? as the LTTE-
controlled territory is known here.

But the Army closed the checkpoints through
which civilian traffic flows daily to and from the “un-
cleared” and “cleared” areas citing intelligence re-
ports of planned infiltration by the LTTE.

“To ensure free and fair elections in the cleared
areas of Vanni and Batticaloa, entry points were not
opened today. There were credible intelligence re-
ports to the effect that the LTTE was planning to
enter cleared areas today in the guise of voters to
create violence to disrupt the free and fair elec-
tions,” a Defence Ministry statement said.

Four checkpoints were closed in Batticaloa district
affecting 40,000 voters, while in the north, the Pir-
manalankulam checkpoint was shut down, prevent-
ing another 40,000 voters living in the LTTE-held
areas of the Vanni from reaching 73 polling stations
clustered in Vavuniya town, the CMEV said.

Voting in the Jaffna peninsula was reported to be
peaceful, but the main contestants traded allega-
tions of impersonation, rigging and intimidation.

The results of the elections are expected to be
declared on Thursday.

Curfew declared

ent declared an islandwide curfew
.m. today till 6 a.m. on Thursday.

Monitors want repoll — Page 11




Lanka votes, it's as.

B State radio eitimates. 70 per cent voter turnout, ??f '

TN GOPALAN (39’
COLOMBO, DECEMBER 5 (\\A :
N

VOTING conciuded in the
crucial Sri Lankan parliamen-
tary elections concluded by 4.
pm today, minus the anticipated
break-down of law and order.

Perhaps the most glaring in-
stance of misuse of government
machinery is the reported de-
nial of opportunity to over
80,000 voters living in LTTE
“controlled areas” to travel to
the “cleared areas” and cast
their votes.

There were also sporadic in-
stances of chasing away of
agents and stuffing of ballot
boxes in some southern parts
and a couple of killings, all of
which would look banal to any
Indian, especially from Bihar.

Interestingly, though differ-

ent watchdog bodies are moni-
toring the election process,
none of them, nor even the is-
land nation’s El€ction Commis-
sioner, appeared to

be in a position to C
give an approximate
voting percentage
until late evening.

In fact, a leading
light of one of the re-
spected  organisa-
tions seemed be-
mused when asked
for the figures. “Per-
centage? We've no
idea at all. It’s a fairly
brisk pace all right,
but there have been .
innumerable instances of vio-
lence and intimidation, accord-
ing to our observers.”

After all, this is an exercise
involving over 12 million voters,

GHaL

with two players like the LTTE
and the Lankan army are
locked in a mortal combat, each
with a vested interested in ma-

nipulating the polls

handrika’s to its advantage.
{ALLENGE

£ However, State ra-
" dio reported that an

of voters had cast
their votes.
“ The curiosity does
not end there. The
counting process it-
self takes off immedi-
| atefy after the polling
hotigs, starting with
the transporting of
- ballot boxes to the
counting centres. Initial results

- could be out by early tomorrow.

Not. so strange, though, is

that the Lankan media as a

whole is so opehly hostile to the
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estimated 70 per cent

results are expected early today

Chandrika Kumaratunga
regime. The media have been
going through electoral reports
with a fine tooth comb, striving
to spot anything that would em-
barrass the President. But prob-
ing revealed that the opposition
United National Party too had
violently attacked its rivals, not
to speak of its unabashed sup-
port to LTTE-backed candi-
dates in the North.

Still, neither the Tamilians or
Sinhalese in the media would
say anything against the UNP.
While the Sinhalese media,
which is controlled by big busi-
nesses, has never taken Kindly
to the left-of-centre People’s
Alliance, the Tamil media are
safely in the hands of those who
pay hosannahs to LTTE chief

Prabhakaran day in and day
out. /n
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‘Lanka parties battle to

avoid hung Parliament

HT Coriespondent
& Agencles
Colombo, December 4

SRILANKA'S two main pohtlcal
parties were desperately trying
to sway undecided voters today
in a bid to avoid the second hung
Parliament in 14 months. Cam-
paigning for Wednesday’s elec-
tions ended at midnight Sunday,
but parties were using radio,
television and newspapers to
canvass support as opimon polls

suggested a close fight in the (

blood-splattered vote.

Opposition leader Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said he was confi-
dent that his United National
Party (UNP) would get a clear
majority to form the next Gov-
ernment, but the same optimism
was also expressed by the ruling
party.

According to the most recent
survey done by Prof S T Hettige
of Colombo University, the PA
has 35 per cent support while the
United National Party (the main
constituent of the UNF) has 32
per cent support.

Even in terms of individual
leadership, the PA is ahead with
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga polling 38 per cent as
against 22 per cent secured by
the UNP chief, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe.

“It is very clear that the peo-
ple will come out and vote for a
Government of the United
National Front (UNF) that will
have an absolute majority,”

W LANDMINES nmcnn

THE POLICE on Tuesday defused
three landmines planted near a
bridge in central Sri Lanka on the
eve of general elections. ’

The bombs were found at
- Panvila in Kandy.

Sporadic clashes were reported |
among political rivals from across
the country but thére were no
immediate repoifs of fresh killings.

\ 4\ \ AFP, Colombo ‘

Wickremesinghe said. The UNF
is a loose alliance of the UNP
with two minority Tamil and
Muslim parties and a group of
defectors from the ruling party.
Irrespective of the outcome of
Wednesday’s vote, Kumaratunga
will remain in office as execu-
tive head of State until Decem-
ber 2005. She was elected direct-
ly for a six-year term at a sepa-
rate vote in December 1999,
Wickremesinghe said he was
offering “friendship” to
Kumaratunga and rejected Gov-
ernment claims that an opposi-
tion victory would lead to a con-
stitutional crisis.
Kumaratunga charged in
interviews with national televi-
sion that she could not work
with an opposition Parliament,
“The UNP is full of bribe takers,
murderers and Mafia-types,”
Kumaratunga said.
She argued that she had exec-

utive power and asked voters to
return a legislature she could
work with.,

However, Wickremesinghe
said he was looking for a
French-style cohabitation Gov-
ernment and expected the Presi-
dent to remain a virtual figure-
head responsible for foreign pol-
icy only.

The acrimony between the
two parties has been highlighted
by political rivalry during the
election campaign, which has
resulted in 41 deaths in the past
five weeks.

Sri Lanka’s business commu-
nity remains concerned that
another hung Parliament could
lead to more instability with lit-
tle hope of reviving the econo-
my or resolving the island’s
long-running ethnic war.

The PA would almost certain-
ly have to depend on the Marxist
JVP, or People’s Liberation
Front, to cross the magic
number of 113 seats required to
have a simple majority in Par-
lament.

The JVP provided a crucial
prop for Kumaratunga’s Gov-
ernment for 35 days before it col-
lapsed in October, completing
just one year out of its six-year
term after mass defections.

The opposition UNP, on the
other hand, might have to
depend on another minority
Tamil coalition to form a Gov-
ernment, which would also
reduce room for pohtlcal

maneuvering. /
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P K Balachanddran
Colombo, November 26

THE JANATHA Vimukthi Pera-
muna (JVP), which has been
threatening to eat into the Sin-
hala Buddhist support base of
the fancied United National
Party (UNP) in the December 5
Sri Lankan parliamentary elec-
tions, suffered a major blow on
Sunday, when the influential
Buddhist clergy confirmed that
the JVP had committed the sacri-
legous act of attacking the Tem-
ple of Buddha'’s Tooth in 1989.

The Mahanayake’s of the Mal-
watte and Asgiriya chapters of
the Buddha Maha Sangha said in
a statement that the JVP had
indeed attacked the Buddhists’
holiest shrine in the island on
February 8, 1989. They came in
the guise of worshippers, robbed
the weapons of the army and
police personnel on duty and
killed some of them. The LTTE
was only the second militant
group to attack the shrine and
spill blood in it. That was in 1999.

“The JVP must admit facts.
They cannot, even now, apologise
for what they did then,” said the
Malwatte prelate Ven Rambuk-
welle Sri Vipassi Mahanayake
Thero. The JVP, however, has
denied having committed the sac-
rilege.

In a press release on Sunday it
said that no bloody incident had
taken place at the temple on Feb-
ruary 8, 1989 as alleged. The
release further said that since

1989 the leaders of the JVP had
worshipped at the temple several
times and had been the guests of
the Mahanayakes. The charge
amounted to mudslinging in the
run up to the elections, the JVP
said.

Previously, only the LTTE was
accused of attacking the temple.
In the election campaign, the rul-
ing Peoples’ Alliance (PA) and the
JVP had been linking the LTTE
with the UNP and calling the lat-
ter an anti-national, anti-Sinhala
Buddhist party unworthy of rul-
ing a Sinhala Buddhist majority
country. But now, the charge of
sacrilege has been laid at the
door of the JVP too. This is
bound to take the wind out of the
sails of the JVP which propa-
gates an extreme form of Sinhala
Buddhist nationalism to get the
vote of the majority community.

The erosion of support for the
JVP will affect the PA too because
a section of the JVP’s Sinhala
Buddhist vote will now go to the
UNP. Since the PA is not averse to
forming a government in alliance
with the JVP, any erosion of sup-
port for the JVP will affect the
PA’s chances of forming a gov-
ernment.

Indian election observers

Seven observers from India
arrived here today at the invita-
tion of Sri Lanka’s election
authorities to monitor the

December 5 parliamentaryelec-
tion, officials here szV/
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Colombo, Nov. 10. — Sri Lan-
kan President Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga has welcomed
Canada’s decision to ban the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam and freeze its assets, say-
ing it was a timely move in
the current battle against ter-
rorism in Sri Lanka and other
countries. “The landmark de-
cigion by Canada is also the
result of the sustained diplo-
matic efforts by my govern-
ment...”, she said in a state-
ment last night.

The- ban is expected to
sharply affect the funds flow
of the Tigers. As many as
150,000 expatriate Tamils liv-
ing in Canada are known to
be a major source of funds for
the organisation, that has
been battling for a separate
homeland in Sri Lanka for
two decades. The Lankan civ-
il war has so far claimed over
60,000 lives.

The LTTE, which was ban-

UNITED NEWS AGENCY

ned earher Indxa, the UK
and the US, Was re-listed by
Washington ldst week at par
with Osama bin Laden’s Al-
Qaida network.

However, foreign minister
Mr Lakshman ‘Kadirgamar
said that though the country
should join the international
coalition against terrorism, it
would have to solve its own
problems. “Ultimately, we
have to sit down...and bring
the war to an end and usher
in a just and durable peace”,
he said. He said the govern-
ment was pleased at the re-
cent decisions of the United
States with regard to combat-
ing terrorism.

Opposition leader Mr Ranil
Wickremesinghe yesterday
assured that. if he were elec-
ted to office 'in the ensuing
December elections, he would
immediately commence talks
with the Tamil rebels to find a
lasting political solution.

He also pointed out that
the fight against global ter-

rorism came uéonfy after the

September 11 attacks on the
United States and-had noth-
ing to do with the local sce-
nario.

But, Sri Lankan hard-line
parties like the Sihala Uru-
maya and the Marxist Jana-
ta Vimukthi Peramuna
blamed both the ruling Peo-
ple’s Alliance and the opposi-
tion United National Party
for not making use of the ex-

isting global situation to *
crush the LTTE once and for

all.

Political analyst Mr Ke-
thesh Loganathan of the
Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives said the global war
against terrorism and the
ban on the LTTE by foreign
governments had different

_implications. “As far as the

LTTE and the ethnic conflict
in Sri Lanka is concerned, all
foreign governments which
have banned the L'I‘TE have
also been strongly advocat-
ing peace talks between Co-
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“Canada ban on ITTE a timely move>

Mrs Kumaratunga _
lombo and the LTTE with

third party invelvement.
Likewise, the Sri Lankan
Government and the main
opposition UNP are publicly
committed to negotiating
with the LTTE... . The ban
on the LTTE by foreign gov-
ernments appears to be
linked more to their own in-
ternal political and security
concerns, rather than being
lsiqkfd tlg ...vir!ar anéi peace in
ri Lanka,” he said.
~



Chandrika questions chkremesmghe on L1TE pact

COLOMBOQO: Sri Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
asked her rival Ranil
Wickremesinghe to come clean on
‘whether he plans to sign a secret
accord with the LTTE and whether
he has accepted the outfit’s
demand for a separate “Tamil
homeland.”

Continuing her tirade against the
opposition United National Party
for allegedly striking a ‘clandestine
deal’ with the Tigers, she posed a
series of questions to the UNP
leader in an interview to state tele-
vision on Thursday night.

Mr Wickremesinghe, she said,
should answer the question
whether he recognised the right of
self-determination for Tamils, the
LTTE’s “Tamil homeland” theory
and demand for “separation.”

He should also spell out his view
on the common stand taken by
four Tamil parties ahead of the
December 5 parliamentary elec-
tion that negotiations should be
held with the LTTE alone and
nobody else.

“] also wish to ask Mr
Wiekremesinghe whether he will
also sign a secret accord with the

LTTE, like his uncle JR did with
India,” she said, in a reference to
the 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka accord
signed by the late President JR.
Jayawardene and Rajiv Gandhi.

Ms Kumaratunga’s People’s
Alliance has been focussing prima-
rily on the alleged pact between
the UNP and the LTTE, making
Tamil separatism t rincipal
election issue. l\

The UNP has repeated] demed
the accusation, contending Yhat its
stand that the ethnic cunflict
should be resolved through negoti-
ations with all parties, including the

fHE TIMES OF INDIA

LTTE was no different from the
past regime’s policy.

Ms Kumaratunga said she was
determined to resolve the conflict
by devolving powers to the Tamils,

but would not oz division of the

country.

She said the Tamil alliance, con-
taining “stooges of the LTTE,” was
supporting the UNP on the condi-
tion that the ban on the would be
lifted and that an interim council
for the north and east would be set
up and handed over to LTTE
leader V.Prabhakaran for five

years. (pT) //
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HE AMERICAN war é Ié
ghanistan has polarised
key South East Asian na-
tions. Predominantly Ro-
man Catholic Philippines has
emerged as an enthusiastic sup-
porter of the American war and
has even invited U.S. military ad-
visers to help in the battle against
the Abu Sayyaf group.

Indonesia, on the other hand,

| has expressed the most serious
and direct criticism of the Amer-

—

ican military operations. The
country’s leadership has repeat-
edly called for a halt to military
strikes during Ramzan.

Malaysia, a country of 23 mil-
lion people, 60 per cent of whom
are Malay-Muslims, opposed the
military strikes in principle even
before they began. The country’s
long-serving, outspoken Prime
Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad,
has said the strikes would not re-

‘sult in a defeat of terrorists.

There is little doubt that, like in
other parts of the world, individu-
al nations are responding to the
American war against terrorism
on the basis of their own interests.

The Philippines, which has so
far not been able to “crush” the
Abu Sayyaf, a bunch of self-pro-
claimed Islamist militants operat-
ing in the southern island of
Mindanao, is keen on bringing
the American military might to
bear on these bandits.

The Abu Sayyaf, which has spe-
cialised in kidnappings for ran-
som, has also targeted American
nationals. Given the apparent
links between the Abu Sayyaf and
Al-Qaeda, the decision to -send
military advisers to the Philip-
pines to advise the Government
on how to tackle these militants
hardly comes as a surprise.

So far, the Filipino military has
not shown much aptitude in be-
ing able to deal with the Abu Say-
yaf. There have been serious
allegations in the recent past that
military personnel actually let a
band of Abu Sayyaf men escape.
Such charges hardly match with
promises made by the Philippine
President, Ms. Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo, that the Abu Sayyaf would
be crushed.

In Indonesia, the Megawati
Government appears to be caught
between appeasing a bunch of
small, but noisy Islamist militants
and the need to be seen support-
ing the “global” campaign
against terrorists.

Earlier this week, a grenade was
thrown into the premises of the
Australian international school in
Jakarta. Mercifully, the attack
took place at night. Such inci-
dents put pressure on Indonesia’s
reputation as a safe place to live

‘The tre

and usiness. HD - (

After meeting the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, in Sep-
tember, the Indonesian
President, Ms. Megawati Sukar-
noputri, signalled support for the
American position on anti-terror-
ist measures.

However, as the noisy rhilitants
(who, by all accounts, count for a
tiny, but visible fringe in Indone-
sian politics) took to the streets,
Ms. Megawati backed down and
launched a broadside against the
U.S. for bombing Afghanistan —
without naming Washington.

The Indonesian President,
some analysts believe, took the
“new position” after consulting
political leaders in Jakarta. Her
Government is part of a coalition.

The Vice-President, Mr. Hamzah
Haz, heads an “Islamic” party
and Mr. Hamzah personally op-
posed the military strikes.

Even moderate, respected
newspapers such as The Jakarta
Post have editorially opposed the
military campaign. There is little
doubt that the death of hundreds
of civilians in Afghanistan is a
matter of grave concern — and
not just in “Muslim’ countries.

Unlike in Indonesia, where
mainstream groups such as the
Nadhlatul Ulama and Muhmadi-
yah are opposed to the calls for
“jehad” in Afghanistan, the Parti
Islam Se Malaysia (PAS) has pub-
licly said it is sending volunteers
to fight in Afghanistan,

The American military
strikes have
complicated the
domestic scenarios in
Indonesia and
Malaysia, while the
Philippines has an
opportunity to step up
ties with an old ally,
says Amit Baruah.

In the last few years, the PAS
has grown in strength and pop-
ularity and mounted a serious
challenge to the ruling United

Widespread protests in Jakarta against the U.S. raids on Afghanistan.

Malays National Organisation
(UMNO). Whether growing sup-
port for the PAS was the result of
dissatisfaction with the ruling
party or amounts to a swing to
more conservative forces in Ma-
laysia remains unclear.

The arrests of individuals link-
ed to the Kumpulan Mujahideen
Malaysia (KMM) for allegedly
conspiring to overthrow the Gov-
ernment was the first indicator
that the Prime Ministerwas seri-
ous about tackling the issue. The
son of a senior PAS leader is
among those detained under the
Internal Security Act, a preventive
detention law.

Earlier this week, Christian
groups in Malaysia have called

ors S'E)/read far afield

upon Malaysian authorities to
protect their places of worship af-
ter there were fires in at least five
churches in the country following
the attacks on Afghanistan.

It is evident that countries such
as Indonesia and Malaysia must
resist the temptation of cosying
up to militant Islamist groups in
their respective countries.

In the long-run, “adopting”
radical agendas for political pur-
poses, can end up compromising
mainstream parties and some-
times expanding the narrow ex-
tremist base.

Countries with large Muslim
populations, which are suscepti-
ble to whipping up passions on
continuing civilian deaths in Af-
ghanistan, need to be extremely

careful in how they deal with such
issues.

The American military strikes
have complicated domestic sce-
narios in countries such as Indo-
nesia and Malaysia. In the case of
the Philippines, it has provided an
opportunity to step up security
cooperation with an old ally —
the U.S.

Few people will disagree that
an early end to the American mil-
itary campaign will ease the sit-
uation in key nations of South
East Asia.

Events outside national bor-
ders, it would appear, have the
potential of influencing the direc-
tion of domestic politics in far-
flung regions of the wﬂ,
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THAR IS generally considergd

the worst-off of India’s Stat

with little hope of things gettin

better. But Orissa cannot be
considered in much better shape. The
two are among the most backward of the
States in terms of per capita income, lit-
eracy and any of the human develop-
ment indices. Another common feature
is that they have gained the most nega-
tive publicity — Bihar for caste violence
and Orissa for starvation deaths.

Every year there is a hue and cry over
starvation deaths in Orissa — in Kala-
handi, Koraput and Bolangir. These Adi-
vasi-dominated districts have long been
known for endemic poverty. The latest
addition to this list is Kashipur block of
Rayagada district, from where there have
also been reports of poverty-induced
sale of children.

Kashipur was also in the news for an-
other reason about 10 months back.
Three Adivasis were killed in police fir-
ing. The tribals were protesting against

the mining of bauxite from this region .

and the setting up of industries, which
they felt would adversely affect their
livelihood.

Since 1992, the Adivasis have been
protesting against the attempts by a con-
sortium known as Utkal Alumina Inter-
national Ltd (UAIL) to mine bauxite ore
at Baphlimali and process all of it into
ready-for-export alumina at a plant to be
erected in the fertile valley at the foot of
these hills. There have been several ups
and downs in the struggle by the tribals
to preserve their way of life against the
onslaught of ‘civilisation’. -

However, real attention to addressing
the basic issues behind the Adivasis’
plight has been lacking; ad hocism has
been the rule.

Whenever incidents of starvation
deaths are reported, Orissa’s Adivasis are
in the news. But public memory is short
and once the initial hullaballoo dies
down, things are back to square one.
Follow-up action is rarely, if ever, taken

/ q‘é‘?’}ﬁ:‘”/ « The Adivasis of Orissa

By Sanjay Kumar

up. Reports of diversion of relief supplies
are legion. Year after year, reports of
starvation deaths in Orissa are publi-
cised. Earlier these were associated with
the most backward Kalahandi district,
but now we hear of them from the other
areas as well. As the years go by the sit-
uation seems to be going from bad to
worse. The politicians and the bureau-
crats have been full of pious promises,

keep the Adivasis in Orissa on the fring-
es.

Nearly 66 per cent of them are illiter-
ate, while another 32 per cent began
schooling, but dropped out after only
two-three years. Only two per cent man-
aged to complete college education. This
is a crucial factors that has stunted their
progress. Education has its impact on
the occupational structure. A higher lev-

Long-term programmes are needed
for solving the endemic poverty of Orissa’s
Adivasis so that there are no more starvation
deaths. Piecemeal efforts will not help.

but little else has been done.

In most of the cases, the Government
of the day tries to cover up by saying the
deaths were due to food poisoning
caused by eating mango kernels or some
other traditional food or drink.

It may be true that the Adivasis, who
live in very primitive conditions, may
not be able to maintain high standards
of hygiene; but this is not the whole sto-
ry. One needs to examine why they are
driven to eat mango kernel. Even if for
argument’s sake one were to grant that
mango kernels are a traditional delicacy,
how can selling their children be passed
off as a matter of the Adivasis’ tradition
or culture? What is needed is a close look
at the general economic condition of the
Adivasis.

Orissa is one of the most backward
States. The data with regard to per capita
income or expenditure released by the
Government put this beyond doubt. But
even among such a poor people, the Adi-
vasis are the worst off. And it is impor-
tant to find out why.

Data collected through a survey con-
ducted in Orissa during April-May 2000
by the Centre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies (CSDS), New Delhi, high-
light the factors that have worked to

el of education is the key to the higher
echelons of the job market.

Since most of the Adivasis are illiter-
ate, very few among them are employed
in the services sector. A vast majority,
nearly 38 per cent, is engaged in un-
skilled work. About 20 per cent work as
agricultural labourers or are engaged in
petty farming. But nearly 23 per cent are
“non-workers”. This implies that they
do not get any work at all. Most of the
time this is not because of an unwilling-
ness to work but because of the lack of
jObS. o’

None of the occupations mentioned
above provide reasonable earnings, let
alone a decent living. So the Adivasis re-
main poor. The CSDS survey confirms
the Government figure that nearly 48 per
cent of the people in Orissa live below
the poverty line, but that is not all. Near-
ly 72 per cent of the Adivasis are below
the poverty line. With the help of the
survey we tried to classify the poor into
two categories, very poor — those who
have no means to spend beyond Rs. 300
rupees a month for all their needs — and
those relatively less poor — who spend
between Rs. 301 and Rs. 400 a month to
meet all their requirements. The data re-
veals that while 28 per cent of the people
in Orissa live the life of destitutes; among

-

Adivasis, nearly fifty per cent are in this
category. The economic condition of the
Adivasis is more or less similar both in
the tribal-dominated areas and in the
rest of Orissa.

Nearly 86 per cent of the Adivasis sur-
vive on a family income of less than Rs.
600 a month to meet all their needs — 37
per cent survives on less than Rs. 300 a
month, another 24 per cent spends be-
tween Rs. 301 and Rs. 400 a month, while
26 per cent spends Rs. 401-600 to meet
all needs. This means many of them do
not even have the money to buy sub-
sidised grain on offer under the Public
Distribution System.

The Adivasis have been living in such
extreme poverty that they do not even
have big expectations. More than half do
not even desire more than Rs. 1,000 as
monthly family income. Another 34 per
cent desire a monthly family income of
between Rs. 1,000 and 2000. But there
are no employment generation schemes
to meet even these very modest expecta-
tions.

The Adivasis’ quality of life is naturally
very poor. Nearly 93 per cent still use
firewood as their primary source of
cooking fuel; kerosene or liquified pet-
roleum gas (LPG) is beyond their reach.

Also, only nine per cent of the Adivasis
have access to electricity; 91 per cent de-
pends only on kerosene for light once
the sun sets. And of the nine per cent,
most are those who moved out from ru-
ral settings to urban locations. Those
who are moved to the cities and towns
have not had it much better. They are
still on the fringes of mainstream socie-

This is the state of Orissa’s Adivasis.
Even after fifty years of independence,
people die of hunger and starvation.
Long-term programmes are needed for
solving the endemic poverty of the trib-
als so that there are no more starvation
deaths. Piecemeal efforts will not help.

(The writer is Associate Fellow, Centre for

;"he Study of Develpping Societies, New Del-
i)
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“Prelates to probe

UNP-LTTE

P K Balachanddran % )
Colombo, November 8 Q l |

THE MAHANAYAKES of t‘\
Malwatte and Asgiriya chapters!
of the powerful Buddhist Maha
Sangha said that they would
investigate the allegations that
the opposition United National
Party (UNP) has a secret deal
with the LTTE.

“We strongly believe that our
country, race and Buddhism
must be safe and intact. We will
study the allegation and if we

-realise there is any truth in it we
will take action,” The Island
daily today quotes the
Mahanayakes as saying.

The prelates told the visiting
UNP leaders Karu Jayasuriya
and Prof G L Peiris that given the
gravity of the charge, the UNP
should convince the people that
it was baseless.

Jayasuriya assured the
prelates that there was no truth
in the allegation which was
being repeatedly made by the rul-
ing Peoples’ Alliance (PA).”We
are bound and committed to safe-
guarding the integrity of the
land and protecting our race and
Buddhism,” he assured.

The UNP’s former whip WJ M
Lokubandard ‘satd that the UNP
does not even recognise the
LTTE as the sole representative
of the Tamils. “We will discuss a
political solution with all parties,
the clergy and civil society
groups, including the LTTE,” he
clarified on Tuesday.

PA chief and President Mrs
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
been charging that the UNP had
not only scuttled her Govern-

ti

Y

ment with the help of the LTTE
but has promised to make LTTE
chief Prabhakaran the President
of Sri Lanka in two years’ time.
The UNP had agreed to divide
the country, she charged.

With the help of the UNP and
the Tamil parties, the LTTE was
planning to put proxy MPs in Par-
liament and then capture power
by blowing up the building and
killing top leaders of her Govern-
ment. The ultimate goal of the
LTTE was to take over the whole
of Sri Lanka, the President said.

JVP allegation

The Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna'’s (JVP) propaganda secre-
tary Wimal Weerawansa told the
State owned Daily News today that
the UNP had concluded a pact
with the LTTE to create a separate
homeland in the North-east for
the separatist elements. He said
that efforts to form a national
Government failed because of the
“mysterious” UNP-LTTE pact.
Wimal Weerawansa also saw sig-
nificance in the UNP leader Ranil
Wickemesinghe's not criticising
the September 11 terrorist attacks
in the US.

13 Tigers killed

Sri Lankan troops have killed
13 LTTE cadres in the northern
part of the country in an
ambush, an army statement said
on Thursday. adds PTI. Troops
lying in ambush fired at the
rebels moving towards the
Omanthai area, about 28 km

north-east of Vavuniya,. on
Wednesday. /
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/ PUG MARKS ON SRI LANKA’S POLLS

AS SRI LANKA gears up to elect a new Parlia-
ment, the island nation has difficult choices to
make. Unlike the 1994 polls, which had an air of
optimism over the possibilities of a solution to
the decades-long separatist conflict, the issues
now spread over a broader canvas. To start with,
the changed electoral line-up — with most of
the erstwhile members of the People’s Alliance
coalition moving away from it — is a pointer to
the lack of progress by the PA during its tenure
on the core issue of conflict resolution. Clearly,
politics of survival had overtaken the well-in-
tentioned plans of the Government headed by
the President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga.
That all her proposals were frustrated by a non-
responsive Opposition headed by Mr. Ranil
Wickremesinghe only highlights the mutual
acrimony between these two parties, and their
unwitting eagerness to continue to take the is-
land along the primrose path through their po-
litical one-upmanship. In addition to conflict
resolution, other issues such as the state of the
economy and the general hardship faced by the
people are bound to compete for campaign
space. If there has been one distinguishing fac-
tor in the coming polls, compared to the past, it
is that this election campaign is likely to focus
more on immediate concerns.

As electoral day, December 5, approaches,
the poll campaign is likely to get not just murk-
ier, but also dangerously violent. The separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), which
has remained intransigent with respect to its
core demand, and continues to dictate its terms
in northern and eastern Sri Lanka, is bound to
spread its tentacles of terror to the south as well.
Ironically, competitive majoritarian politics be-
tween the PA and the UNP and the inability of
the parliamentary Tamil parties to deliver on
their promises has provided the space, by de-
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fault, tEﬁH‘Eﬂ“igers. The overarching presence of
the Tigers is apparent from the references made
to the banned organisation, its perceived im-
pact on Sri Lanka’s polity in the post-election

scenario and its ‘ability’ to swing the crucial Ta--

mil minority vote. Those playing out this dan-
gerous game of seeking to accommodate the
wishes of the Tigers will do well to realise that
their ultimate target is the Sri Lankan state and
its democratic players. The long list of assassi-
nated political leaders — cutting across party
lines — should come as a grim reminder to
those who wish to gain political mileage by rid-
ing the tiger during elections. In addition, a mil-
itary escalation ahead of the polls in the north
and the east, as well as the high probability of
assassination attempts on key electoral contes-
tants are threats that the island @ill have to

guard against. A\ ,
vy \\

The entry of the JVP in support o PAin
recent months marks another difference from
the past. Once dreaded in southern Sri Lanka,
the party’s attempts to gain parliamentary legit-
imacy saw a new high when it all but bailed out
the PA in the recently dissolved Parliament. The
rise of the JVP as a mainstream party is indica-
tive of the disenchantment among certain sec-
tions of the Sinhala south over the performance
of the two major parties. One long-term correc-
tion that the major political parties — both Sin-
hala and Tamil — will do well to make is to
realise that politics in the island of turmoil is
best carried out by accentuating the similarities
rather than aggravating the differences. If the
tragic lessons of the past are not to be in vain, it

is now time for the island to focus on forging a |

mutually acceptable solution
separatist conflict within t
united Sri Lanka.

the bleeding
framework of a




_Chandrika

By Nirupama Subramanian |

COLOMBO, NOV. 5. On the defensive
*  over its poor track record on vir-
tually every issue of governance,
the ruling People’s Alliance seems
to banking on a campaign for the
December 5 parliamentary elec-
* tion that revolves entirely around
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) and its alleged links
with the Opposition. §
Leading the charge is none oth-
er than the President, Ms. Chan-
drika Kumaratunga. At a meeting
of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) Youth League on Sunday,
she is reported to have to have
made the sweeping allegation
that if the United National Party
(UNP) was voted in, the LTTE
leader, Mr. Velupillai Prabhaka-
ran, would become the next Presj-
dent of the country. W -\
Ms. Kumaratunga charged that
the LTTE was using the UNP to
defeat the PA Government which
had thwarted its ambitions of a
military victory. She even suggest-
ed that by inducting its members
into Parliament through an alli-
ance of Tamil parties that were

!

plays the LTTE card |

r. G.L. Peiris, described the alle-
gations as a “‘red herring across
the trail” to divert the attention of
the voters from the “real issues”
of this election, namely a col-
lapsed economy, a paralysed ad-
ministration and the continuing
war. Ms. Kumaratunga, who re-
cently returned from a “working
visit” to the UK., has been the
butt of ridicule and scorn in the
national press for her distracted
and defensive performance in a
series of interviews on interna-
tional TV channels. She now
seems to be making up for that
with hard talk on home turf.

She kicked off her party’s cam-
paign in the north-central city of
Anuradhapura by alleging a “se-
crepplot” between the UNP lead-
7 Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe,
and the LTTE, and warned that if
her Government was not elected
back to power, Sri Lanka’s territo-
rial integrity could not be guaran-
teed. Not to be left behind, Ms.
Kumaratunga’s brother, Mr. An-
ura Bandaranaike, who recently
left the UNP to rejoin the SLFP,
said in an interview to the state-
run Daily News that there were

the responsibility if any PA leader
was assassinated in the run-up to
the election, he said. He charged
that the LTTE was “hell-bent” on
ensuring that Mr. Wickremes-
inghe became the Prime Minister.

Senior PA campaign managers
have picked up the refrain which
has become the coalition’s main
platform in the race for the major-
ity Sinhala votes. Though the PA
Government only two months
ago said it would offer a ceasefire
to the LTTE and begin peace talks,
exactly what the UNP has said it
will do if it comes to power, not
many in the ruling coalition are
talking about that at this moment.
Charge against Minister

AFP reports:

Ms. Kumaratunga told a meet-
ing of her party yesterday that Mr.
S.B. Dissanayake, a senior minis-
ter who defected to the opposi-
tion, had suggested killing editors
to save the government from col-
lapse, the Daily News said.

“Madam, the Government is
very weak and it could collapse at
any time,” Ms. Kumaratunga

VL LA Mlnbae ae caving

T4E HINDY

NOY 23)1




B

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE |
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 190 4

FOR the second time, the
Supreme Court today issued no-
tices to the Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment and CBI on the re-
prieve given to Union ministers
LK. Advani, Murli Manchar
Joshi and Uma Bharti over a
technicality in the Babri Masjid
demolition case.

A bench comprising Justice
G.B. Pattanaik and Justice N.
Santosh Hegde gave four weeks
to the UP Government and CBI
to respond to two petitions —
one by an NGO called Society
for Justice and another by a

L\

g

group of eminent citizens clud-‘

ing Kuldip Nayar, Swami Ag-
nivesh, A.G. Noorani, Teesta Ser
talvad and Javed Anand.

Four months ago, the court
had issued a similar notice on a
petition by Mohammad Aslam

Bhure, who had fought a PIL re- .

lated to Ayodhya even before
the demolition.

In its response to the notice
on Bhure’s petition, the UP

overnment ques-
tioned Bhure’s locus
standi to challenge an
Allahabad High Court
order barring the Ayod-
hya special court to deal
with FIR No 198/92,

" which accused the three minis-

ters and top leaders of VHP and
Bajrang’ Dal of delivering
provocative speeches near the
disputed site on the day of the
demolition, December 6, 1992.
The high court had found a
technical defect in the state gov-
ernment’s notification referring
FIR No 198/92 to the special
court. But the high court also
said that “the mistake in issuing

the said notification of October
8, 1993 is curable and it is open
for the state government to cure
the legal infirmity.”

Bhure s counsel O.P. Sharma
argued that his client Rad locus
standi because barely 10 days af-
ter the demolition, the apex
court expressly ordered that he
was “at liberty” to approach the
court “at any stage”.

All the petitioners are seek-
ing direction from the apex court
to the state government to take
necessary steps to correct the
mistake pointed out by the high
court 50 that the accused persons

could be tried for their aljeged
offence.case.
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“Lanka Opposition
candidate shot dead

Colombo, November 17

TAMIL TIGERS shot dead an
Opposition politician in eastern
Sri Lanka on Saturday, making
him the first candidate for next
month’s parliamentary elections
to be assassinated, police said.

Thambirajah Jayakumar was
gunned down as he travelled by
car in Batticaloa district, police
said, adding that the gunmen had
stopped the vehicle and then
opened fire.

Jayakumar of the main oppo-
sition United National Party
(UNP) is the first candidate for
the December 5 elections to be
killed. Three other people have
been killed in election-related
violence since nominations
closed three weeks ago.

Police and local military offi-
cials blamed Saturday’s killing
on the rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who are
leading a drawn-out campaign
for an independent Tamil home-
land in the island’s northeast.

The ruling People’s Alliance '

had earlier accused the UNP of

Arms banned in polls

SRI LANKAN police have
banned the carrying of
firearms during electioneering
in the north and east, where
pro-government groups are
generally allowed to. carry
arms for self-defence. Police
said some activists had been
detained for carrying arms
during canvassing for the
December 5 election and police
had been asked to enforce the
arms ban stringently.

PTI, ColomboJ
having a secret pact with the
Tiger guerrillas, a charge vehe-
mently denied by the opposition.
The UNP had in turn argued that
the track record of the ruling
party in managing the economy
would help the Tigers to further
their cause against the backdrop
of a weak economy unable to sus-
tain the ongoing war.

Tiger rebels carried out bomb
attacks against ruling party
meetings during least year’s elec-

tions, which resulted in a hung
parliament where President
Chandrika Kumaratunga was
able to cobble together a coali-
tion.

However, the coalition col-
lapsed in October leading to par-
liamentary elections five years
ahead of schedule. Police said op
Friday that they had sought the
help of army reinforcements to
quell rising’ campaign-related
violence.

Since the one-week election
nomination period closed on
October 27, the police have
received 802 complaints of politi-
cally-motivated attacks from
across the island, police said.

Elections chief Dayananda
Dissanayake announced last
month that he feared violence
and vote rigging and could not
guarantee a free and fair elec-
tion. However, he has urged the
authorities to cooperate with
him. Dissanayake said last year’'s
election which returned a hung
parliament was “anything but
free and fair.”
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Fear stalks candidates
-~ o'\ ahead of elections |y

~
//
”

By Nirupama Subramanian

| COLOMBO, NOV. 15. Rising incidents

\
l

of violence and intimidation
blamed on rival parties and the

! LTTE are casting a long shadow
' on Sri Lanka's upcoming parlia-
. mentary elections.

In the three weeks of cam-

| paigning so far, more than 600
' complaints have been filed with
' the authorities, alleging physical
i violence, thuggery and threats to

candidates and their supporters
from rivals and organised gangs.

A large number of incidents,
unlike in the past, have involved
the use of firearms. With the De-
cember 5 election widely expect-
ed to produce a hung parliament.
the battle for power has become
intense, producing a bitterness
not seen even in the keenly-

' fought 2000 elections.

The LTTE has already made its

. presence felt by kidnapping two
. candidates and a supporter in the

eastern district of Ampara and de-

. manding Rs 5 millions in ransom
. for their release. All three are
¢ Muslims. One of the candidates is

an independent and the other, a
member of the ruling People’s Al-
liance (PA).

Police sources said five suspect-
ed LTTE cadres were arrested
from a hideout in Trincomalee

and suicide jackets and explosives

recovered shortly after security
forces nabbed a man lurking sus-
piciously at the office of a senior
Tamil politician.

A little over 4,000 candidates
are in the fray for 225 seats. The
main contest is between the Peo-
ple’s Alliance (PA) and the United
National Party-led United Na-
tional Front (UNF). But analysts
say neither coalition can hope to
achieve a decisive victory.

The PA led by the President,
Ms. Chandrika Kuamratunga, is
leaning on the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) in the south and
the Eelam People’s Democratic
Party (EPDP) in the north to make
up for any shortfall in its own per-
formance.

This, Tamil politicians say, has
made the EPDP desperate to cap-
ture as many seats as possible in
the Jaffna peninsula that sends
nine MPs to Parliament.

Other Tamil parties fear that
the EPDP may resort to intimida-
tion and rigging, an allegation
vehemently denied by its leader,
Mr. Douglas Devananda, who
holds a Cabinet post in this Gov-
ernment.

Interestingly, in Tamil-dom-
inated northern Sri Lanka there
have been hardly any complaints
of election-related incidents so
far.

e

Asked to explair} why, Mr. Abbo
Yousuf, a candiddte of the four- |
party Tamil National Alliance, |
said: “That is because the most |
violent personality in the north is |
the LTTE, and it is the silent ob-
server so far. Its policy of wait and |
watch seems to have restrained
contestants from unleashing vio-
lence against each other.”

A Tamil candidate who did not

want to be identified told The !

Hindu that the threats were not '
just from rival parties but from
disgruntled elements within each
party as well.

The leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe, said
though he was aware he was a tar-
get, he could not let that affect his
high-profile campaign style.

“] have to do a visible cam-
paign. I have no other way,” said
Mr. Wickremesinghe. who has
adopted the Indian campaign
style of travelling in a custom-
built bus for his electioneering.

Ms. Kumaratunga, who sur-
vived an assassination attempt by
an LTTE suicide bomber in 1999
at an election rally, has largely
avoided attending public meet-
ings. Instead, she addresses gath-
erings using high technology
involving satellite-linked televi-
sion from the safety of her heavi-
ly-guarded Colombo residence.
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Security personnel conduct investigations at the site of the
suicide attack. (Reuters)

| | N .
anka PM escapes suicl

FROM SCOTT MCDONALD

Colombo, Oct. 29 (Reuters): An
explosion rocked the capital of Sri
Lanka today at the start of a par-
liamentary election campaign,
killing at least three people in an
attack that may have been target-

“ed at the Prime Minister, officials

said.

They said another 15 people
were wounded, three seriously, in
the suspected Tamil Tiger suicide
bombing.

“We suspect the target could
have been the Prime Minister,” a
police official said on state televi-
sion.

The blast came about 30 min-
utes after Prime Minister Rat-
nasiri Wickremanayake had
passed through the area, said mili-

- tary spokesman Brigadier Sanath

Karunaratne.

“There are two police consta-
bles dead and the suicide
bomber,” he added.

One witness said the number
of dead could reach four, but that
it was difficult to tell because of
the different body parts left by the
explosion«

Of the wounded, five were po-
licemen and 10 were civilians. -

The explosion came at the start
of a campaign that election moni-
tors and others were already pre-
dicting would be violent after
about 70 people were killed during
a parliamentary election cam-
paign last year.

The explosion hap;
a suspected Liberati¢gn Tigers
of Tamil Eelam suicide bomber
was spotted by police in{Narahen-
pita, a suburb not far from the
centre of Colombo, K
added.

“At around 3 o’clock, a suicide
bomber was chased by the police
and exploded himself,” he said.

The Tamil Tigers, fighting for
a separate state in the north and
east, have used previous elections
1o target politicians as they move
around more publicly to cam-
paign for votes.

Suicide bombers have targeted
high-level officials in past
campaigns, including President
Chandrika Kumaratunga who
was wounded in a December
1999 attack that killed at least 34
people. *

In 1994, presidential candidate
Gamini Dissanayake and 51 oth-
ers were killed in a bomb blast
during an election rally.

Even before the blast took
place, the war with the separatist
Tamil rebels, which has dragged
on for 18 years and killed
more than 64,000 people, was the
main issue of the campaign
along with how to revive a
sputtering economy that is facing
its slowest growth in three

~ decades.

Sri Lanka has a history of
marred elections, and besides pos-
sible attacks by Tamil Tigers, vio-
lence among the various parties is

idet

'blastv

also common, and ballot stuffing
last October was so widespread
the country’s elections chief
called the vote “anything but
fair”.

That election ended in a hung
parliament, a result that forced
Kumaratunga to cobble together a
shaky coalition that finally fell
apart earlier this month when
several Cabinet ministers defect- A
ed to the opposition, forcing hepto
call a snap election.
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NLY TWO months
before the terrorist
attacks in the U.S., in
Sri Lanka, an outfit
proclaimed as a terrorist
organisation by at least four
countries including the U.S,,
struck at the island’s only
international airport, destroying
commercial aircraft and military
planes at the nearby airbase. It
was the most audacious attack
by the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam in its 20-year
separatist campaign against the
Sri Lankan state and it
underlined its image as one of

i the most dreaded guerilla

groups in the world.

So when terror struck the U.S.
on September 11, in Sri Lanka,
there was certainly sympathy,
but more than that there was a
sense of deja vu. Sri Lanka has
not seen anything yet on the
scale of the attacks in New York

The LTTE’s capacity to
wage an armed
struggle could be
limited by the wide
crackdown on
terrorism in the west.
Nirupama
Subramanian
reports.

or Washington but it has lived
with terror for over two decades
and Sri Lankans have long
forgotten the ordinary, everyday
freedoms the Americans now
fear they have lost.

Suicide bombings, which the
American media now casts as a
specialisation of Islamic
fundamentalists, have been the
leitmotif of life in Sri Lanka for
several years. Check-points,
bomb detectors, frisking, triple-
layered security checks at the
airport and handbag
examinations at all offices and
high-rise buildings have been
around so long, they are now
part of normal life.

When America launched its
war on terrorism, many in Sri
Lanka hoped the LTTE would
also be targeted. Certainly, the
Government was right up there,
offering condolences within
hours of the attack, laced with a
reminder to the U.S. of its own
experiences with terror. With
deliberate empathy, Sri Lanka’s
three service chiefs presented
wreaths to the U.S. Embassy in
Colombo in memory of those
who died in the World Trade
Center bombings.

When realisation dawned that
the U.S. was fighting the current
war mainly for itself and that
other Governments' battles were
not included in it, there was
disappointment and accusations
of hypocrisy and double
standards flew. The only
consolation was that though the
LTTE did not figure in the list of
27 groups specifically targeted
by the U.S,, it was re-confirmed
on the State Department’s list of

‘terrorist organisations.

But many found it galling that
while declaring there could be
no negotiations with terrorists,
in Sri Lanka, the U.S. was
advocating peace talks with the
LTTE, a terrorist group by its

own designation. However, the
fact is that even within Sri
Lanka today, opinion is as
divided as it ever was on
whether the LTTE is a terrorist
outfit that ought to be wiped
out, or a group waging an
armed struggle for the rights of
an oppressed minority that
should be engaged in
negotiations for a peaceable
settlement of the country’s
ethnic conflict.

Some of the Tamil political
parties in the fray for the
December 5 election have stated
quite clearly that the LTTE
would be the sole representative
of the Tamil people at the
negotiating table whenever
peace talks are held. On the
other hand, there are influential
voices from among the majority

Sinhalese that urge that there is
no better time than now for an
all-out military solution against
the LTTE.

As for the Government, it is
torn between getting the LTTE
declared a terrorist organisation
worldwide, and wanting to
begin peace talks with the
group. The Foreign Minister, Mr.
Lakshman Kadirgamar, recently
said his Government was
prepared to talk to the LTTE
and ruled out offensive military
action against the group. At the
same time, Government
newspapers castigated an
alliance of Opposition parties as
agents of terrorists {or promising
the same if elected in the

LYTE TERROR: Part of the devastation after the July attack on Colombo’s airport.

December 5 general election.

Last year, as the appointed
facilitator Norway was making
preparations to bring the two
sides to the table, Sri Lanka
mounted an aggressive
diplomatic campaign for the
LTTE to be proscribed in the
U.K. under a new anti-terrorism
legislation. Whether or hot as a
result of Sri Lanka’s efforts, the
LTTE was banned by the British
Government this April. Almost
as a price for that, the group
has stood firm on its demand
that it will participate in peace
talks only if Sri Lanka lifts its
own 1998 ban on it.

But irrespective of the debate
within Sri Lanka and outside on
the distinction between terrorist
organisations and those
perceived to be engaged in

T :
WY Tiger watch ¢ dewke

armed struggles against states
for the just rights of a people,
the post-September 11 world
might prove an increasingly
tough place even for groups that
fight their battles within a
defined geographical territory in
remote corners of the globe, like
the LTTE, to use terror as a
strategy.

The LTTE has fallen back on
this strategy to good effect
whenever it feels itself hemmed
in, either militarily or politically.
Its Tamil sympathisers, most of
whom live in the west, have so
far cheered and justified these
as legitimate acts for the Tamil
cause. Given the current
climate, such justifications may

not be possible.

Even the LTTE’s capacity to
wage an armed struggle could
be limited by the wide
crackdown in the West on
suspicious bank accounts, funds,
and money-laundering
operations. The Sri Lankan
Government is hopeful that the
LTTE will be restrained by such
incidental impact from the war
against terrorism.

It remains to be seen if that
will happen. But, by itself, it will
provide no solution to the
island’s ethnic conflict, unless
the Sri Lankan state
simultaneously displays political
maturity of a high order and
gets down to the task of
addressing the genuine
grievances and aspirations of
the Tamil people.




By Nirupama Subramani

COLOMBO, OCT. 20. Yet another clay-
more mine attack deep inside
LTTE-controlled territory in east-
ern Sri Lanka aimed apparently at
a senior leader of the group has
seriously raised the possibility that
cracks have developed within i

monolithic organisation. 2 %
The claymore mine wen sec-

onds after a vehicle, said to be
' used by Mr. Karikalan, the LTTE's
political wing leader for Batticaloa,
passed the spot. According to re-
ports, Mr. Karikalan was not in the
four-wheel drive at the time, and
both the vehicle and its driver es-
caped unscathed. There is no word
yet from the LTTE on the incident.

The incident, in Kadukkamunai
in Batticaloa district, came weeks
after the killing of Shankar, anoth-
er prominent LTTE cadre, in a sim-
ilar attack in the north. Shankar,
who bore the LTTE’s rank of Colo-
nel, was known to be a close asso-
\ ciate of the group’s leader, Mr.
Velupillai Prabhakaran, and acted
as the interpreter during his meet-
| ing with the Norwegian special en-
voy for the Sri Lankan peace
process, Mr. Erik Solheim, last
year. There have been several at-
tacks targeting senior LTTE leaders
since the first unsuccessful one on
the overall head of the political
wing, Mr. S. Thamilchelvam, in
May this year. Some have got their
targets and some have failed, but
with each attack, the mystery
about the identity of the perpetra-
tors has only grown.

flaymore attaéks ﬁ{)int
to cracks wlthm LTTE

The LTTE has pointed a ﬁnger at

a “‘deep penetration group” of the
Sri Lankan army targeting its lead-
rship, the first time anyone has
ccused it of competence. After
initially denying the existence of
such a crack unit within its ranks,
with the attacks continuing, the ar-
my has preferred to neither con-
firm nor deny the stories of a

covert operation b it in LTTE-
held areas. N
Within the LT'I'E ere is said to

be panic at the efficiency with
which the attacks are being carried
out. Those carrying out the clay-
more attacks seem to have an in-
timate  knowledge of the
movements of the targeted per-
sons.

Even if a unit of the Sri Lanka
army is really behind the attacks as
the LTTE claims, the access the
perpetrators have to such informa-
tion makes it almost certain that it
could not be without the involve-
ment of the LTTE’s own cadres.

But if the LTTE knows or sus-
pects this, it is still a tightly guard-
ed secret. News trickling out from
these areas tells mainly of puni-
shment being meted out to civil-
ians suspected of collaborating in
the attacks with the supposed
“‘deep penetration unit” of the ar-
my. It has been reported that some
“suspects” were even executed.

The LTTE is also reported to
have sounded an alarm for extra
vigilance by civilians and cadres
alike in the areas controlled by it.
Thursday’s incident was the sev-
enth attack in six months. :
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K v;,Ch;ﬁdrlka s Gamble, /¢

Three mYynths after Sri Lankan president Chandrika Kumaratunga
suspended parliament and announced a referendum, her cynical bid to
sustain herself in office has driven her to dissolve the House and call for
elections in December. Going by Ms Kumaratunga’s record this is not
surprising. Like the suspension of parliament, the dissolution too came
just ahead of a no-confidence motion against the ruling People’s
Alliance which had been reduced to a minority. When she virtually shut
down parliament in July, it was pointed out in these columns that the
consequences of her action were bound to recoil with mounting
political unrest compounded by the spiralling economic crises. But
neither the vehemence of the political opposition, fuelled by the
country’s financial situation, nor the ever-present danger of terrorism
have restrained Ms Kumaratunga from persisting on her perilous
course. Her authoritarian bid to snuff out all opposition, and even
silence parliament, has alienated her from some of her most credible
and highly-regarded colleagues, namely, S B Dissanayake, general
secretary of her own Sri Lanka Freedom Party and G L Peiris. Mr Peiris
was her cabinet’s most articulate spokesman on issues of statute reform,
including proposals for devolution of powers to the minority
Tamil-dominated areas. That they too should have jumped ship along
with six others, including all four members of the Ceylon Workers
Congress, and reduced her Alliance to a minority, underscores how
isolated she is from her party stalwarts as well as parliament. Had she
opted to face the no-confidence vote, there is little doubt that the
Alliance would have been defeated. And unlike in July, when she
bought time to strike a deal with the Janata Vimukti Peramuna for
survival in office, this time she was faced with the real prospect of the
opposition United National Party forming an alternative government.

There is no doubt that Ms Kumaratunga enjoys many advantages —
not only of incumbency but also overwhelming personal popularity and
a stature unmatched by any other politician. She has also shown herself
to be skilled at manoeuvring parties and groups, be it Tamil factions or
Sinhala chauvinist outfits to secure her political power. So when the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress abandoned her in July, she was quick to win
over the JVP. Yet such manipulative prowess and personal appeal have
not strengthened her position.On the contrary, her latest gamble
betrays a nervousness about facing parliament on level ground. This is a
result of having squandered the massive goodwill, including that of the
Tamils in the north-eastern part of the island, with which she ascended
to office in her first term as president. In the years since then, she has
failed to deliver on any of her promises: devolution of powers,
constitutional reform, and an end to the Tamil-Sinhala conflict. Worse,
she has suffered successive military reversals in the war against Tamil
separatists, pandered to Sinhala chauvinism and alienated the
minorities. Combined with her impatience with parliament and an elec-
toral system which denied her a two-thirds majority, Ms Kumaratunga is
exhausting her constitutional options to a point where an election}dd

leave the republic even more badly fractured than it already is.
reng — * M1 W1
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A POLITICAL GAMBLE IN SRI LANKA

THE UNTIMELY DISSOLUTION of Parliament in
Sri Lanka may not have surprised the country’s
politicians. However, the President, Ms. Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga, has once again acted with au-
thoritarian disdain for political propriety by
dissolving Parliament with unseemly haste in a
cynical attempt to confound her opponents. At
the stroke of the midnight hour when the House
completed just one year of its full term, the Presi-
dent played her ‘ace’ by resorting to the letter
and not the spirit of the law that stipulates a
mandatory minimum period of existence for the
elected Parliament. In a purely legal sense, she is
not guilty of violating the present Constitution
that grants her such a prerogative under a system
of executive presidency. Yet, the dissolution is
the opportunist device by which she has thwart-
ed the House from voting on a pending no-confi-
dence motion that was duly moved against the
Government headed by her People’s Alliance.
When the President struck, there was surely little
doubt that the Government found itself clueless
about how to survive in the context of a clear loss
of parliamentary majority due to the latest deser-
tion of the ruling camp by eight members. The
gallery of defectors to the Opposition ranks in-
cluded Mr. S. B. Dissanayake, General Secretary
of the President’s own Sri Lanka Freedom Party
until a few days ago, and Prof. G. L. Peiris, who
had at one stage served as Ms. Kumaratunga’s
constitutional wizard on issues concerning the
reform of the. polity as also a fair deal for the
country's minority Tamils.

Simmering has been the President’s ire
against the House that she now has done away
with. It was only a few months ago that she pro-
rogued Parliament in somewhat similar circum-
stannces when the Government was reduced to

the virtual status of a minority formation in the

House. The Government’s predicament then was
traceable to a series of political developments
that followed the President’s estrangement with

Mr. Rauf Hakeem, a pan-Sri Lankan leader from
the minority segment of Muslims. In the totality
of those circumstances, Ms. Kumaratunga began
acting in a manifestly autocratic fashion that
marked a decisive shift from her practised poli-
tics of fairness and firm direction. Seeking to por-
tray a higher purpose as her political compulsion
for suspending Parliament at that stage, she even
ordered a referendum on the need for a new Con-
stitution. Finding the going tough, though, the
President soon beat a retreat and entered into a
controversial understanding with the Janata Vi-
mukti Peramuna (JVP), which still makes its pres-
ence felt as a radical champion of the rights of the
majority Sinhala population. ny - 10 1\ o
The real political price that Ms. Kumardtun-
ga agreed to pay for the JVP’s support remains
unacknowledged, but it is evident that she has
soft-pedalled in respect of several economic and
political policies including her one-time prefer-
ence for a quick and fair resolution of Sri Lanka’s
national question about the rights of the Tamil
people. The latest parliamentary crisis, which she
wants to forget as a bad dream by holding elec-
tions next December, may not have had much to
do with the JVP which does not appear to be the
direct instigator of trouble. Yet, it is hardly sur-
prising that some of Ms. Kumaratunga's own as-
sociates have rocked her boat in a situation that
has increasingly come to be defined by her styl-
ised political arrogance which perhaps conceals
a certain nervousness. There has indeed been no
political threat to her own highly empowered
presidency. So, Sri Lanka may have been better
served if she had, instead of dissolving Parlia-
ment, allowed the Opposition to form a Govern-
ment. To argue that this might be a recipe for a
constitutional gridlock is to ignore the basic stat-
ute itself in some essentials. In any case, the Pres-
ident requires the cooperation of the Opposition
to steer the country through its difficult times. To
belittle the Opposition is not the best way.

HI U

13001 2001



e
v

WHEN SRI Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga indicated her plans to call for
early elections last summer, she had possibly
hoped to scare the opposition into submis-
sion. But in the confrontation that followed,
she was the first to blink. Since then, her lead-
ership of the ruling coalition has been under
attack from a determined opposition fo,pcing
her to yield even more ground. Howeyer, it
was only after several of her own party men
deserted the government in the past few days
that she decided to dissolve Parliament and
order fresh elections. That was all she could
have done to escape defeat on the floor of the
House. Though Mrs Kumaratunga has since
charged some of those who left her with hav-
ing been bought over, the fact remains that
many of her colleagues were upset over the
deal she had struck with the JVP last month
in exchange for parliamentary support.

But the timing of her latest move, which
clearly was forced on her, could not have
been worse. The elections will be held amid a
deepening sense of public frustration. The
economic situation has rarely been as dismal

Meltdown in Colombo ;o &

as it is today. Her government also has little
to show by way of progress in securing
peace with the LTTE or gaining on the battle-
field. The claim that the LTTE has been
contained is no longer believed. On top of
all this, the scars of the Tamil Tigers
bombing of the Katunayake international
airport are too fresh in public memory not
to make an impact on the outgcome of the
December 5 polls.

mandate against an opposition
on the offensive all through this
deal with the JVP, too, appears to have added
to her liabilities. It has dented her image as a
moderate — someone the minority Tamils
could do business with to resolve the ethnic
issue. She will now have difficulties in per-
suading the Tamils to take her proposed
devolution package seriously. Though Mrs
Kumaratunga is known to be a doughty fight-
er, it remains to be seen how she manages to
get over the odds facing her in this election —

several of which are her own creation/
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Chandrika dissolves
House after defectlon

Colombo, Oct. 10 (Reuters): Sr1
Lanka’s embattled president
dissolved parliament today, hours
before a no-confidence vote which
her defection-hit minority
government seemed certain to
lose.

Eight lawmakers defected
from the ruling coalition today,
depriving the government of a ma-
jority and leaving President
Chandrika Kumaratunga with lit-
tle choice but to call a snap elec-
tion, just one year after the last
parliamentary polls.

“Parliament is dissolved and
the election likely to be in early
December,” said a senior govern-
ment official.

The defection, followed by
scuffles in the 225-member house,
left the ruling People’s Alliance
coalition and its allies with a total

of 111 seats. Q W

“We have eight in our gro-
up at present. There are four
others who will cross over today,”
said former minister S.B.
Dissanayake, a top coalition offi-
cial until he was sacked on Mon-
day.

Parliament was suspended
after a similar defection in July.

The defection coincided with
the first anniversary of the parlia-
mentary election — the earliest
date by which President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga is allowed to dis-
solve the assembly.

The government had earlier
ruled out dissolving the parlia-
ment.

There were four former minis-
ters among the defectors
and three of them, including
Dissanayake, resigned last month

G. \\{ 10

saying they could t work
with the government’s hew ally,
the Marxist Peoples’ Liberation
Front (JVP), which has agreed to
prop up the coalition for a year.

“I was not elected to serve

-with the JVP,” said one of the de-
fectors, Parakrama Gunawar-
dene, echoing the sentiments of
others.

As a price for its support the
JVP wants the government to
shelve a Norwegian-led bid to
end the country’s ethnic war and
roll back economic reforms at a
time when the economy is
facing one of its slowest periods
ever.

Sri Lanka’s stock mazrket ap-
peared to celebrate theA i
collapse of the M
government with gfeap of almost
5per cent.
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. COLOMBO, Sept. 25. - Sri
. Lanka’s parliament has unani-
 mously approved major re-
. forms in a law aimed at freeing
. key democratic institutions
. from political influence, but
i Tamil MPs boycotted the vot-
ing and the marathon debate
that preceded it.

A last-minute climbdown by the
People’s Alliance government
. saved the 17th constitution
amendment Bill that may have
otherwise failed to garner the re-
: quired two-thirds majority in the
225-member House last night.

Moderate Tamil parties, led by
. the Tamil United Liberation
: Front, walked out of the de-
2 bate, refusing to be a party to
|
4
]

what it called “piecemeal” ef-
forts towards constitutional re-
form and “lack of effective rep-
resentation” for minorities on a
Constitutional Council created
by the new law.
i However, the compromise cre-
ated three posts in the 10-
| member council for the minori-
| ty communities - one each for
| Tamils, Muslims and planta-
tion Tamils of Indian origin.
The council, which will make
all appointments to four inde-
pendent commissions to hold

YV
elections, malle ljudicial and
public servicel appointments
and run the pdlice, is consid-
ered central to the democratic
functioning of these ingtitu-
tions in future.
The Opposition United Na-
tional Party had threatened to
vote against the Bill, unless a
clause providing for the Presi-
dent to nominate one member
to the council was dropped.
Finally, the government
agreed to a compromise under
which the Prime Minister and
Opposition leader will appoint |
five members, three of whom |
will be from the minority com- |
munities. The President will '
have one nominee, while small- .
er parties represented in parlia- |
ment will appoint one member.
The Speaker, Prime Minister :
and Opposition leader will be .
ex-officio members on the Con-
stitutional Council, ‘

Bangla phone ban-

DHAKA, Sept. 25. — Bangla-
desh has ordered mobile tele-
phone operators to shut down
their networks during next
Monday's national election for
security reasons, a governmep*~
spokesman said today. — A7,
9‘
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“Lanka passes Bill
to change statute

. REUTERS

.

COLOMBO, Sept. 24. — Sri
Lanka’s parliament today voted
to change the constitution to
introduce key democratic ref-
orms, handing the new ruling

' alliance victory in its first

major test since being formed.

A radical Marxist party, which
has agreed to prop up the
minority government for one
year, had said the reforms were

. a condition for its support.

The main Opposition United
National Party voted for the
reforms after the government

| agreed to several amendments,

giving the Bill the two-thirds
majority needed to change the
constitution and put various
arms of the state under inde-

pendent commiSsidns.

“We have not gof everything
we wanted, but we Will support
the Bill,” said UNR leader Mr
Ranil Wickremesinghe just
before the vote was taken.

The 225-member Assembly
approved the Bill by 210 votes
with 14 abstentions. The
Speaker didn’t vote.

Fresh strikes kill seven:
Seven civilians were killed to-

day, including six of a family, .

in northern Sri Lanka, in a
landmine blast that blew up
the three-wheeler they were
travelling on, the defence min-
istry said, PTI adds.

The blast was apparently trig-
gered by a pressure mine gr a
remote-controlled mine; the
military said. e
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Four Lanka

| REUTERS N %

 COLOMBO, Sept. 13. — Sri
' Lanka was plunged into fresh
' political turmoil today when
. four senior ministers resigned,
' saying the minority govern-
| ment’s new Marxist allies were
' an obstacle to peace and eco-
| nomic growth.

. The resignation came a week
! after President Mrs Chandrika
' Kumaratunga reopened the sus-
' pended Parliament and restored
"'a measure of political stability
| by signing a one-year coalition
' deal with the Marxist Peoples’
| Liberation Front or JVP.

! The ministers said they
" wouldn't seek positions in the
- new 20-member Cabinet expec-
| ted to be named tomorrow, hav-
| ing the number of ministers un-
| der terms of the coalition deal.
| The coalition deal topped the list

V
of grievaﬂr\l s set out by aviation
minister Jeyaraj Fernando-
pulle, constitutional affairs min-
ister Ms Gamini Peiris, environ-
ment minister Mr Mahinda Wi-
jesekera and welfare minister SB
Dissanayake in a joint letter to
Mrs Kumaratunga.

“The JVP accord has shattered
hopes for a political solution of
the ethnic problem," the letter
said."The accord has also exa-
cerbated the problem of the
government’s failure to deliver
on its promise to create a pri-
vate-sector-and-investor-
friendly environment," it said.
The support of the JVP, a for-
mer rebel group known to be
opposed to economic reforms
and a Norwegian bid to end the
18-year-old ethnic war, gives
the government a seven-seat
majority in the Parliament.
Despite the deal, the Opposi-

ministers, quit

tion has vowed to launch a
fresh bid to oust the govern-
ment plagued by rumours of
dissent ever since a key Muslim
ally defected in June.

The ministers said the resigna-
tions had also been prompted by
“the painful and unpleasant
memories" of disputes with Mrs
Kumaratunga since she suspen-
ded Parliament on 11 July
ahead of a no-confidence vote.
Mr Dissanayake, general secre-
tary, Sri Lanka's Freedom Party
— 'the main constituent of the
ruling alliance, has traded alle-
gations of corruption and mis-
rule with Mrs Kumaratunga.
Mr Dissanayake shares the
junior finance ministry portfolio
with Peiris who is also the archi-
tect of constitutional reforms
which form the cornerstone of
the government’s plans to re-
solve the conflict with the LTTE.

7
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By Nirupama Subramanian 5’ L
COLOMBO, SEPT. 9. The Sri Lankan Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Lakshnian Kadirgamar, has said that
a military operation, launched against the
LTTE in April, was a mistake which had caused
a set-back to the Norwegian- facilitated proc-
ess for peace talks

“On April 24, there wus a military operation
near Pallai. That | think was very regrettable.
Further time was lost and there was a set-
back,”” Mr. Kadirgamar said in an interview to
the state-run TV ¢hannel ‘Rupavahini’ on Sat-
urday night.

At least 250 soldiers were killed and many
hundreds more wounded in the operation that
was launched in the Jaffna peninsula days af-
ter Mr. Kadirgamar told Parliament that a date
for peace talks with the LTTE would be an-
nounced by the end of April.

The operation ended when the security
forces had to hastily retreat in the face of a
massive counter-offensive by the LTTE.
Launched hours before the LTTE was to end
its four-month unilateral ceasefire, the oper-

terms of moral high ground, besides the losses
of men and material.

Code-named Agni Kheela, or fireball, the
operation is held to be the point at which a
downslide began in the Norwegian- assisted
process to initiate talks with the LTTE.

Mr. Kadirgamar said serious efforts were on
to revive the process, which now stands dead-
locked over one major issue, the lifting of the
ban on the LTTE by Sri Lanka. “What can be
the most effective way of moving forward: this
is under very serious discussion with the Nor-
wegians in the last fortnight,” the Foreign
Minister said.

He reiterated what he said at a press confer-
ence two week ago, that the government want-
ed the UNP to join it in inviting the LTTE for
talks, but if the Opposition party did not re-
spond, it would do so on its own.

“A joint appeal remains the preferred op-
tion, but we are considering a unilateral ap-

peal, if the Opposition does not join us,” Mr.
Kadirgamar said.

Anti-LTTE operation a mistake: Kadirgamar

The govern C%nt position is that whenever
an invitation tp the LTTE is made, a “mutually
agreed”’ templorary cease-fire would also be
proposed. This is a significant shift from its
earlier positioh that there could be no cease-
fire before peace talks. Mr. Kadirgamar de-
scribed the change as a “‘reassessment’” of th

situation. e\

The Foreign Minister also admitted, for the
first time, to the Sri Lankan government's dis-
pleasure with Mr. Frik Solheim, Norway's
chief facilitator for the peace process till four
months back.

“We entertained doubts about how one of
them was conducting himself,” Mr. Kadirga-
mar said, without naming Mr. Solheim. It is
believed the government was unhappy with
his perceived closeness to the LTTE.

The government succeeded in having him
sidelined, but cleverly described the move as
an “upgradation” of the process, as Norway
appointed a four-member team that included
Mr. Solheim, but was headed by the Deputy’
Foreign Minister, Mr. Raymond Johansserr:

e
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By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, SEPT. 7. Refuting criticism that the Sri Lank-
an Government’s survival pact with the Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna (JVP) had put the resolution of the
island’s two-decade old ethnic conflict on the back-
burner, the President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga,
has said the peace process would continue unaffect-
ed. In an interview to state TV on Thursday night,
Ms. Kumaratunga said that the Government would
soon begin a consensus-huilding process on consti-
tutional amendments for devolution. “Once a con-
sensus is reached with the widest number of people
possible, then the JVP has no objection to that being
implemented,” she said.

Under the provisions of the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed between the Government and
the JVP, the Government has agreed not to bring in
praoposals for devolution of power until a broad con-
sensus is arrived at with “all segments of society”’.

The President said a legal framework in the form of
a Constitutional Commission had already been set in
place to which various groups of people could ex-

Peace process will
continue: Chandrika

press their opinion on devolution. “The consensus
will be drawn up in the form of a report and then we
can take those also into consideration when drafting
the amendments to the Constitution or in the form
of a new Constitution,"” she said. She also said the
talks with the LTTE were not affected. “We haven't
even talked about it in the agreement. (The talks) will
go on,” she said.

Ms. Kumaratunga said there had been no progress
on that front in the last two months because the
LTTE had told the Norwegian facilitators that they
would not negotiate with an unstable Government.
“Hence they have refused to talk. The Government
has continuously been in touch with the facilitatérs.
And the LTTE has said we will see what happens...
They halted the talks, not us. We are still proposing
to them. The new proposals have something extra
now, which they should be happy with,” she said.

The PA has appealed to the opposition United Na-
tional Party to join it in inviting the LTTE for talks. A
propesed joint invitation was circulated to the press
on Thursday.
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Wednasday, said Mr .. Ariya
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~ for the ‘government in Parlia-
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Oppoiﬁon - no-confidence
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10 front legislatures to continue
in power.
Ms Kumaratunga had sus-

pended Parliament on July 11 -

for two months after her govern-
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group of legisla

coalition after she fired a Mus-

. lim minister, -
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Oppositibn, the United National
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| LTI‘E executes |
‘with landmine

‘Batticaloa (Sri Lanka), Sept. 5:
an agreement later on
,suspectedA

“reported killing in the past three

tures quit her

rebels. (AP)

‘spy’ in public

1

Tamil rebels publicly executed a
bog spy by attaghmg a
mine to his body and exploding it
in ‘a° rebel-controlled area,. trav-
ellers said on Wednesday. Execu-
tion of Kandaswamy Y ogeswaran,
32, on Tuesday was the fifth such

months by the lecratlon Txgers of
Tamil Eelam.

The rebels tied the claymore
mine to -Yogeswaran's body and

set it off at a road intersection near
Batticaloa, a town nearly 220 km
east of Colombo, the travellers
said on condition of anonymity.

‘Fhe rebels claimed that the mine
was recovered from Yogeswaran,
and accused him of monitoring the
rebel movement in the area for the"
Sri Lankan -Army, the witriesses
said. Local people watched the
suspected spy’s execution, %iccord-
ing to the witnesses. The govern-

ment controls Baiticalgg city, but
the adjaining areas?v&eld
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PA-JVP deal criticised

COLOMBO, SEPT. 5. Sri Lanka’s main Tamil party, the
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF), today de-
scribed the Government's one-year survival pact
with the radical Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
as a “foolish” decision by the President, Ms. Chan-
drika Kumaratunga.

1 would say that it is the most foolish{decision the
President has taken since she came to power in
1994, said the TULF leader and parliamentarian,
Mr. V. Anandasangaree.

(he ruling People’s Alliance (PA) today signed a
“Memorandum of Understanding”™ with the JVP to
seal the agreement under which the JVP is to offer
outside support to the minority government for one
year. in return, the Government has agreed to a
number of conditions laid down by the JVP.

One of the conditions is that there will be no peace
talks with the 1)TTE unless the group renounces its
demand tor a separate state, nor will the Govern-
ment undertake any constitutional amendments to
devolve power to the minorities.

“Any undertaking not to deal with the most im-
portant national problem, the ethnic issue, is un-
wise,” said Mr. Anandasangaree.

The TULF was one of the three Tamil parties that
aligned itself with the Opposition. United National
Party’s (UNP) etforts to topple the minority govern-
ment through a no-confidence motion.

The leader of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC), Mr. Rauff Hakeem, whose sacking from the
Cabinet and subsequent walk-out with seven parlia-
mentarians from the ruling coalition, triggered off
the PA's battle for survival, also expressed concern at
the PA-JVP deal.

With a large concentration of Muslims in eastern
Sri Lanka, the SEMC also wants an early political
solution to the armed conflict in the north-east.

If the minorities are alarmed by the one-year mo-
ratorium imposed by the JVP on the resolution of the
ethnic contlict, the business community is panick-

'

By Nirupama Subramanian é f&ébw; ing over the direction in which the party will take the

Government’s economic policies.

The president of the Ceylon Chamber of Com-
merce, Mr. Chandra Jayaratne, told a radio station
that the JVP’s policies might result in a closed econ-
omy, affecting the country’s economic develop-
ment. He said the business community believed that
for an economic recovery, it was important for the
Government and the LTTE to begin talks at once

Under the terms of the PA-JVP deal, Parliament.
that was prorogued in July by the President to avoid
the no-confidence motion, is to reconvene on
Thursday.

But in an ironic turn of events, the UNP no longer
wants the no-confidence motion to be taken up on
the first day, while the PA now wants it debated as
soon as possible.

The UNP would rather wait for the Government to
first implement another of the JVP’s demands,
namely reducing the Cabinet to 20 from its present
strength of 44, before pushing the no-confidence
motion.

Senior UNP members said it was meaningless to
pursue the motion against an out-going Cabinet and
that they would wait till the new Cabinet was sworn
in.

The main reason behind the UNP’s new “wait and
watch'' strategy seems to be that the downsizing of
the Cabinet is certain to create discontent in Gov-
ernment ranks, and that the rejects might gravitate
towards the Opposition, giving the no- confidence
motion a better chance.

With the PA-JVP deal, the Government's strength
in Parliament has gone up from 109 to 119, a major-
ity in the 225- member House. The UNP claims that
several PA dissidents, including senior ministers, are
ready to vote for the no- confidence motion.

But right now, even the Ministers who have publi-
cly fallen out with the President, are waiting to see
how the Cabinet will be recast before they make
their next mave.
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y Nirupama Subramanian H()

COLOMBO, SEPT. 3. The Sri Lankan President,
Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga, today prepared
to close a deal with the Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna (JVP) for outside support to her minor-
ity People’s Alliance (PA) Government by
announcing the cancellation of a controversial
referendum and resummoning the prorogued
Parliament ahead of the due date.

The JVP and the PA were scheduled to meet
this evening for another round of discussions
and perhaps to sign “'a memorandum of un-
derstanding’’ formalising the agreement be-
tween the two parties. But before that, as
demanded by the IVP, the President ordered
the cancellation of a referendum for a new
Constitution, first fixed for August 21 and then
put off to October 18.

The Presidential Secretariat also announced
that Parliament, prorogued in July, would be
reconvened on September 6, a day ahead of
schedule, again as laid down by the JVP. Both
decisions were approved by the PA parliamen-
tary group and the Cabinet on Sunday night,
the state-run Daily News said today.

The PA also agreed to the other JVP demand
that the present cabinet of 44 be cut down to
20. A frontline Kumaratunga loyalist, the Min-

ister of Posts, Mr. Mangala Samaraweera, was
the ﬁryg‘pick up the cue. He handed in his

ANIFAV4
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W/cancels referendum -

signation to the President last night to
“strengthen her hands’’ to recast the Cabinet.

The PA also decided to give the “highest
priority” to reforms in governance, namely the
setting up of independent commissions to in-
sulate various arms of the ovemment from
political interference. 2

The JVP had asked for commissions for elec-
tions, the judiciary, the bureaucracy, the po-
lice and the media.

Describing the deal as a ““probationary gov-
ernment’, the JVP has promised to extend its
support to it for one year, provided all its de-
mands are met. One of the demands is that
there should be no talks with the LTTE during
the “probation”, but it is not known if the
Government, which said last week it was con-
sidering inviting the LTTE for talks on its
terms, had agreed to this.

At a public meeting on Sunday to mark the
50th anniversary celebrations of her Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLEP), chief constituent of the
PA, Ms. Kumaratunga declared she was pre-
pared to do a deal with “‘any demon" to foil a
bid by the Opposition to topple her Govern-
ment.

The tie-up with the JVP, a party which twice
mounted an armed insurgency against the
state and has an ideology that is a potent mix
of Sinhala nationalism and socialism, might
see the PA through an Opposition no-confi-

dence motion that has to be taken up when
Parliament reconvenes.

But the United National Party (UNP), which

is spearheading the motion, said the tie-up '

was irrelevant as at least 15 to 17 members of
the PA would vote against the Government
and help carry the motion.

Said to be among the dissidents are three
senior Ministers, including the Constitutional
Affairs Minister, Mr. G. L. Peiris, who crossed
swords with Ms. Kumaratunga over the calling
of the referendum. She has also publicly fallen
out with the Poverty Alleviation Minister, Mr.
S. B. Dissanayake, who was once in her inner
coterie. The two are not expected to be named
to the new Cabinet.

Meanwhile, a meeting between parliamen-
tary party leaders and the Speaker, Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike, to fix the agenda for the open-
ing day of Parliament scheduled today was put
off to Tuesday.

While the UNP wants the no-confidence
motion taken up first, the PA leader, Mr. Ri-
chard Pathirana, said that as the PA and the
JVP together were in a majority in the House,
they should be allowed to fix the agenda. At
this, the JVP asked for a postponement of the
meeting till tomorrow as it was yet to finalise
its deal with the Government.
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e /SRI LANKA’S ELUSIVE TRUCE

AN AGGRESSIVE REJECTION of the Sri Lankan
Government's latest offer of a temporary truce
exposes the anarchist thinking of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) re-
gardless of Colombo’s own compulsions. The
LTTE, never really known to look beyond its
combative calculus, has instead chosen to flay
the Government’s “‘political duplicity” in want-
ing a ceasefire as a diversionary gambit. Now,
politically beleaguered indeed is the Sri Lankan
President, Ms. Chandrika Kumaratunga. But
Colombo’s insistence on a “mutual agreement”’
as the pre-condition for a truce with the usually
intransigent LTTE is hardly devious. So, it
seems that the LTTE may not have wanted a
respite soon after its recent success in crippling
an elite wing of Sri Lanka’s Air Force, while Col-
ombo’s current calculations may partially be
linked to the very same reason. Official Col-
ombo’s overall objective is to draw the fascist
LTTE to the table for talks on how to bring the
ferocious separatist war to an end and also on
how to carve out a rightful place for the minor-
ity Tamils in the country’s unstable polity. Sri
Lanka's sad history of a long ethnic-political
war of strategic attrition and senseless violence
is replete with bright ideas of ceasefire or even
peace, at one level, and disturbing tales of bro-
ken hopes or promises at another inter-related
level. To say this is not at all to condone the
LTTE's often cynical and sometimes lethal ways
of fooling the potential or actual peace interloc-
utors, be they Sri Lankans themselves or their
external friends.

The executive presidency of Ms. Kumara-
tunga has been under siege in the past few
months. In one sense, many of her current po-
litical troubles have been caused by the nihilist

agenda of the LTTE, most recently?t{lsaault on
Sri Lanka’s passenger planes and not just its
military aircraft as the arguably ‘normative’ tar-
get of violence-prone separatist wrath. Yet, Ms.
Kumaratunga’s political woes are no less trace-
able to her own regalist style of placing herself
above the system itself in the name of a popular
mandate that she had undoubtedly secured to
function as a highly empowered President.
Even as the President’s Bonapartist tendencies
have alienated her from some key allies in her
own political coalition and reduced it to a mi-
nority in Parliament, Ms. Kumaratunga tried a
series of gambles including a controversially
timed move to hold a referendum on the need
for an ethnically equitable ana politically bal-
anced constitution.

Discernible beyond the spirited dialogue
that took place between the UNP-led Opposi-
tion and the President’'s People’s Alliance is a
grim reality. The two sides, mainly representing
the majority Sinhala community but also some
moderate and reformed sections of the Tamil
political opinion, drew a blank in their efforts to
evolve a power-sharing formula that might
somehow provide a transition to a future con-
stitutional debate. This was a tall order in a
debate-savvy political society, and the blame
game is in full swing now. But both sides agree,
however, that an end to the country’s internal
conflict, involving the LTTE, is as much a pri-
ority as the proposed constitutional changes
with a possible core of fairness towards the mi-
norities. While the UNP wants this core to be
fashioned as part of an overall constitutional
framework, the Government is eager to over-
come its frustrations by co-opting the Opposi-

tion to probe the LTTE’s my
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“IVP’s two gﬁndltlons 10 C

By Nirupama Subramanian (

COLOMBO, SEPT. 1. The janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna has said that the
‘deal’ it has struck with the Sri
Lankan Government would be off
if the Government did not meet
two of its conditions by Sunday
midnight.

The JVP wants the President, Ms.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, to an-
nounce by the deadline that the
prorogued Parliament would be
reconvened before the due date of
September 7, and cancel a contro-
versial referendum for a new Con-
stitution, originally scheduled for
August 21, but later put off for Oc-
tober 18.

The State-radio, Sri  Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation, quoted
the Prime Minister, Mr. Ratnasiri

Wickramanayake, saying that t e
Government, by Sunday, would
put an end to efforts to topple it.

He said an agreement had been
reached between the PA and '
group in Parliament” and that the
two would put out a joint state-
ment on Monday. He said Parlia-
ment would most likely be
resummoned before September 7.

A memorandum of understand-
ing between the Government and
the JVP would be sagned in the
presence of a supervisory commit-
tee of “religious leaders and intel-
lectuals” after the Cabinet and the
PA parliamentary group approved
it, the SLBC said.

Details of the MoU were not
available, but indications are that
the Government has agreed to im-
plement reforms in governance

emanded by the JVP, 1nclud1ng
ndependent ommissions to in-
sulate elections, the police, the ju-
diciary and the bureaucracy, from
political interference.

Included in the JVP's original list
of conditions was also a moratori-

um on peace talks with the LTTE
for the one-year period during
which it would lend its support to
the PA.

It is not clear if the Government,
which last week said it was consid-
ering inviting the LTTE for peace
talks and was prepared to meet its
pre-conditions for such talks, has
agreed to this demand as well. If
the PA-JVP deal is sealed, the Gov-
ernment, which has only 109 MPs
in the 225-member House, will
benefit by its newfound ally’s 10
MPs to fight an Opposition no-

1andrika on deal

confidence motion, spearheaded
by the United National Party
(UNP), that is expected to come up
in Parliament when it reconvenes.

The UNP has said several times
it does not need the JVP's assist-
ance to vote out the Government
as it expects several PA members
to cross over to the Opposition,
but the veracity of that remains
unconfirmed. The agreement be-
tween the Government and the
JVP was apparently reached at a
meeting at the President’s House
on Friday that began in the after-
noon and continued till midnight.

The Government's deal with the
JVP — a party with an ideology
that is a curious mixture of right
and left — follows its failure to
strike a power-sharing deal with
the UNP earlier this weely
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"Opp defies
talks with

Chandﬂ]fgu |

HT Correspondent
Colombo July 27 e U

THE SRI Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga'’s bid to
mend fences with the Opposition
parties following the national
crisis precipitated by the LTTE’s
devastating military strike on
Tuesday ended in failure today.
On Thursday evening, her hur-
ried invitations to the Opposition
parties for separate meetingg
today drew poor response. The
main opposition party; the Unit-
ed National Party (UNP), said
that its top leaders were to
address a party rally in Kandy
today and sent a non-MP,
Charitha Ratwajje, as its dele-

Q{/thi Pera-

itself say-
ing that the notice given was too
short. It wanted another mutual-
ly convenient date to be fixed.
The Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) said that its stand
on national issues would have to
be discussed first at the meeting
of its Central Committee on
August 5. It sought a meet after
that.

The Ceylon Workers’ Congress
(CWC), which represents the
Indian Tamils of the plantation
areas,alone met the President.
This was because its leader, Aru-
mugam Thoondaman, had a
pressing problem on his hands.
He was under pressure from his
Tamil allies to oppose the August
21 referendum on the need for a
new constitution because that
constitution may replace the pre-
sent Proportional Representa-
tion (PR) system by the First Past
the Post (FPP) System. The argu-
ment is that the FPP system will
not enable small communities
and parties to have a reasonable
representation in parliament.
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“$ri Lankan Airlines-

shifts

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE \/

COLOMBO, July 26. - Sri Lan-
ka’s national carrier 8ri Lankan
Airlines today announced it was
shifting operations to Dubai and

Singapore after a Tamil rebel at-
tack knocked out half its fleet.

Sri Lankan Airlines, which is
partly owned and fully managed
by the Emirates of Dubai, said it
. was struggling to work out a
weekly schedule after Tuesday’s
LTTE attack on Sri Lanka’s in-
ternational airport put six of
their planes out of service.

Mr Peter Hill, the airline’s chief
- executive officer, said they would
' not be able to operate direct serv-
ices to Europe and the Far East
and would be using Dubai and
. Singapore as new operational
* hubs.

The airline’s 40 per cent equity
© partner, the Emirates will pick
up Sri Lankan passengers from
Dubai and Singapore to farther
. destinations, Mr Hill said.

pub fo Dubal

The airlines would also ban on
other airlines out of Singapore to
carry their passengers to other
destinations.

“In the east, we will be using
Singapore, again relying on our
partner, the Emirates, who also
1serves Singapore very extensive-
y.”

Minibus seized: Sri Lankan po-
lice, today, have seized a minibus
they believe was used by Tamil
Tiger rebels who attacked the in-
ternational airport and adjoining
air force base on Tuesday, an AP
report said.

Police detained driver of the
minibus, and three other Tamil
men in overnight raids.

This brought the total number
of men arrested in this relation
to seven.

They are detained under a-se-
curity law that allows soldiers or
police to hold people for up to 18
months if they suspect arrested
persons of links with the rebels.
Police are also looking for the

nver s assistant.

he attack on the Bandaranaike |

ternational Airport and the |
nbxt-door air force base coincided
with 18th anniversary of the
start of the separatist campaign
for the Tamil land.
A senior police officer, preferred
to remain unanimous, said the
seized minibus is generally used
for inter-city travel here.
The Tamil driver had no explan-
ation why the bus was in Katu-
nayake, 30 km north of Colombo,
where the incident occurred, he
added.
Opposition demand: Sri Lan-
ka’s combined Opposition de-
manded today Parliament’s
restoration to discuss the Tamil
rebels’ attack on the only inter-
national airport of the country.
The Opposition that is in ma-
jority in the Assembly - called
for immediate summoning of
Parliament that President
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
suspended till 7 September




Chandrika asks Opposition
to drop confrontation

9 \7\

apan Qo
By Nirupami Subramanian

COLOMBO, JULY 26, As Sri Lanka be-
gan puiting toggther the pieces
from the LTTE attack on its only
civiian airport, the President,
Mrs. Chandrika Kumaratunga, re-
iterated her government's com-
mitment to a peaceful resolution
of the ethnic conflict and ap-
pealed to the Opposition to join
hands with her in the task of na-
tion-building.

“Let all those who act in the
name of hatred and terror in the
north-east and their supporters in
the south be warned: far from be-
ing weakened by fear of attack,
our resolve for peace has been in-
calculably strengthened,” she
said in an address to the nation
over state television on Wednes-
day.

She asked the UNP and other
Opposition parties to “‘put aside
all political and other differences,
as well as petty personal desire or
power and privilege” and join the
Government in creating a new
political culture.

It was not clear whether by this
Mrs. Kumaratunga was hinting at
a national Government, or merely
asking the Opposition parties to
drop their no-confidence motion
against the People’s Alliance (PA)
Government and cooperate with
it from outside.

But she accused the leader of
the UNP, Mr. Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, who has criticised the Gov-
ernment for its failure to prevent
the attack on the airport, of for-
getting that it was his party which,
while in power, was responsible

for the growth of the LTTE.

Pointing out that the UNP had
not condemned the act of terror
and the devastation caused by the
LTTE on Tuesday, Mrs. Kumara-
tunga said the party must once
and for all decide where it stood
on this question.

“On the side of peace and that
of our people or whether they still
want to compromise with terror,”
she said. She said it was the
LTTE’s intention to disrupt the
August 21 referendum “with the
express purpose of sabotaging the
resolution of the Tamil people’s
problems.”

Mrs. Kumaratunga said a new
Constitution that rectified the
electoral system and guaranteed a

stable Government wa fieed
of the hour.



