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NEW DELHI, AUG.\29. Taking exception to the
Prime Minister, Wir. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
“endorsement’’ of the Vishwa Hindu Parish-
ad- determined date of March 12 for starting
the construction of the proposed Ram temple
at the disputed site in Ayodhya, Syed Shah-
buddin of the All-India Muslim Maijlis-e-

Mushawarat Babri Masjid Movement Coordi- .

nation Committee has charged Mr. Vajpayee
with trying to influence the judiciary. He has
also criticised the Bharatiya Janata Party’s al-
lies for remaining silent.

Referring to Mr. Vajpayee’s statements in
Lucknow and Parliament that a solution to the
Ayodhya problem could be found by March
next year, Syed Shahbuddin said the Prime
Minister had virtually suggested to the judi-
ciary that it should “hand in a judgment fa-
vourable to the Sangh Parivar before March
2002, a hint which “is in essence a contempt
of court.”

In a statement here today, he said the
“Prime Minister has not only brought the
Avodhya dispute back to the centre-stage of

ple issue: PM accused of
“ influencing judiciary -

national politics but has tried to muster forces
in retreat in Uttar Pradesh and lift the sinking
morale of his cadres.”

Pointing out that the allies of the National
Democratic Alliance had insisted on keeping
the Ayodhya dispute and other contentious
issues out of the NDA agenda for governance,
he wondered why they were silent now when
the Prime Minister himself was trying to push
the issue. He specifically mentioned the Telu-
gu Desam Party (supporting the NDA from
outside) the DMK, the Akali Dal and the Sama-
ta Party (partners in Government) and asked
them to “clarify their position and publicly
disassociate themselves from any move by the
Central Government which gives, or appears
to give, a free hand to the VHP and the Sangh
Parivar to do as they like.”

Mr. Shahbuddin warned that the Sangh Pa-
rivar had set March 2002 as the deadline after
which it could go ahead and take the law into
its own hands, as was done in December 1992.
And the non-BJP parties in the NDA “should
not underwrite the anti- national and anti-
secular agenda of the VHP to vitiate the social
environment.” If not checked, it would “un-

)

dermine the legitimacy of the State”” through
its open support for ““a patently unlawful act.”

At the Kumbh Mela earlier this year, the
VHP had demanded that the disputed land,
acquired by the Centre through an Ordinance,
be handed over to the trust managed by it so
that it could begin construction of the temple
by Mahashivratri of 2002 — March 12 — and
warned that it would not wait any longer. The
VHP was also planning some other “action” to
build up the issue by that time.

Today, when contacted, Mr. Giriraj Kishore
and Mr. Vishnu Hari Dalmia, senior leaders of
the VHP, said that so far they had no informa-
tion on what the Government had done or was
doing with respect to handing over the dis-
puted land to the VHP.

The Law Ministry sources also denied that
the Government was trying to find a way out
to hand over the acquired land to the VHP or
any other body. Legal experts have pointed
out that the Ordinance through which the
Centre had acquired the land had itself in-
dicated that the Government would hold the
land as a trustee till a final decision by the
courts.

o )
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PM’s s Ayodhya remark political’

STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICﬂ/h QWBX A Hindutva card played ‘Zy the party su h national importance could not be

NEW DELHI, Aug. 27. - Accordmg to
some BJP leaders, the Prime Minister’s
yesterday’s statement that a solution to
the Ayodhya tangle would be found by next
March and negotiations to this effect were
going on at different levels, was largely po-
litical and did not carry much substance.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee made this state-
ment in response to a query in Lutknow.
Now, thé NDA allies and BJP leaders con-
cede that the statement was aimed at pla-
cating the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, which
has gone on the offensive against the UP
government on issues concerning Hindutva.

The VHP had given a deadline to the
Centre to find a solution by 12 March, and
if the Centre failed to do so, it would lead a
“march to Delhi” on 21 March. The term of
the present UP Assembly, expires on 24
March.

The VHP’s threat was potentially damag-
ing to the BJP, which has already said the
UP assembly elections were a test case for
them. The VHP’s march to Delhi and the
rhetoric could confuse the hard core sup-
porters of the BJP and reduce the party’s
hopes to return to power in the state.

could, on the other hand, help in consoli-
datmg Hindu votes in its favour, which
had shown signs of slipping away, a senior
BJP leader said.

Party leaders are still groping in the dark
on who the Prime Minister referred to
when he said negotiations were going on a
various levels to settle the Ayodhya issue.
They barely managed to point out some
stray efforts made by Maulana Wahidudin
Khan, a “progressive” Muslim leader and
the Shahi Imam.

They also cited the Prime Minister’s meet--
ing with some Shia and Sunni leaders in
Lucknow yesterday. But Maulana Khan
has been declared an “outcaste” by a section
of Muslim organisations and the Shahi Im-
am’s initiative was not taken seriously.

The Babri Masjid action committee ridi-
culed the Prime Minister’s statement.
Should the Muslims offer Babri Masjid to
them on platter, they asked. The solution
could be only found in the light of the 1994
Supreme Court directive.

The convener of the Babri Masjid coordi-
nation committee, Syed Shahabuddin said:
“We are not aware of any negotiation made
at any level. Negotiations on an issue of

mdde in dark rooms with non-representa-
tive organisations or individuals.

The only competent body to negotiate on -
the issue is All India Muslim Personal Law
Board, which has the mandate of promi-
nent Muslim organisations related with
the subject.

The Prime Minister’s statement was po-
litical kite flying to lift the fading morale of
the party in UP.”

The board had offered to negotiate with
the government on this issue in December
2000 after passing a resolution at its con-
vention.

It had, however, made a condition that an
atmosphere conducive for a dialogue
should be made by putting curbs on the |
VHP. But the government never respon- |
ded to that, he said.

Mr Shahabuddin said there were only |
three ways to find a solution. '

The first was through legislation for
which the government did not have the

requisite strength in Parliament and con- | .

sensus among the coalition partners. Sec-
ond was a judicial verdict on the issue; and ]
third was through negotiations, which was | .
not bemg done at a substantive level. ]
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will be tabledsin L.S: PM

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 27. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
told the Lok Sabha today that his
Government was in touch with
several organisations and people
in its bid to find a solution to the
contentious Ayodhya issue. He,
however, declined to reveal the
names of the people involved in
the negotiations, but promised to
place on the floor of the House all
the details pertaining to the peo-
ple he was in touch with.

Mr. Vajpayee, who made an un-
scheduled appearance in the Lok
Sabha, spoke at the end of a heat-
ed impromptu discussion on the
issue, with angry Opposition
members charging him with try-
ing to gain political mileage keep-
ing in mind the coming Uttar
Pradesh elections.

Mr. Vajpayee clarified that
when asked for his response to the
VHP’s deadline of March 2002 for
beginning the temple construc-
tion, he told the questioner that he
wanted the issue resolved before
March itself and talks were on in
this regard.

The issue was raised during zero
hour by Mr. Jaipal Reddy (Cong.)
and later supported by Mr. Som-
nath Chatterjee (CPI-M), Mr.
Ramji Lal Suman (SP) and Mr.
Rashid Alvi (BSP). Mr. Reddy
charged Mr. Vajpayee with mak-
ing a “false and untrue state-
ment”, as all the Muslim
organisations and committees as-
sociated with the Babri Masjid is-
sue had denounced the Prime
Minister’s claims.

Mr. Reddy took exception to the

\"'would be built at the disputed

Prime hinister making a state-
ment on a sensitive matter outside
the House when Parliament was
in session. Mr. Chatterjee regret-
ted that Mr. Vajpayee had devel-
oped a tendency to periodically
issue statements on the issue.
The issue later threatened to de-
generate into an U.P. affair with
the SP and the BJP blaming each
other for playing communal poli-

‘Temple will be
built, come
what may'

BHUBANESWAR, AUG. 27. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
today said the Ram .temple

site in Ayodhya irrespective of
the Centre’s support or opposi-
tion to it.

“The temple construction will
start anytime after the March 12
deadline, no matter whether the
Central Government agreed to
the proposal, remained indiffer-
ent or opposed the initiative,”
the VHP international vice-pres-
ident, Acharya Giriraj Kishore,
told presspersons here. — PTI

Detalls on Page 11

tics. Mr. Ramji Lal Suman (SP)
said the statement was made with
a view to vitiating the atmosphére
by communalising the issue to
bail out the BJP in the State.

He was countered by Mr. Vinay
Katiyar (BJP) who charged tha
SP was communalising th
by raising it.

_Details of Ayodhya talks

pr————— B ——
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s remarks at a book release
function about Christian mission-
aries being engaged in conver-
sions has evoked strong protests
in Parliament and outside.

In the Lok Sabha, the issue was
raised by Mr. Priya Ranjan Das-
munshi (Cong.), who alleged that
the Prime Minister's remarks
amaQy .10 casting aspersions
on theffhristian community.
“How can the Prime Minister
pass such a comment,”” he asked.
The remarks had the potential to
create a sense of insecurity
among the minarities, he said,
and referred to Mr. Vajpayee’s as-
surance on the floor of the House
that the NDA Government’s agen-
da was different from that of the
RSS.

The Congress benches alleged
that the Prime Minister was now
going back on the assurance given
to the House and that the Govern-
ment’s “hidden agenda’” was now

W -1, .

e on Christian mi

coming out in the open. Mr. Som-
nath Chatterjee (CPI-M) said the
Prime  Minister’'s  statement
meant that he was again going
back to the Hindutva agenda.

The Opposition MPs quoted
from newspaper reports of the
book release function at the
Prime Minister's residence on
Saturday in which the RSS leader,
Mr. Sudarshan, was also present.
Reading from the newspapers,
the members quoted Mr. Vaj-
payee as saying that while some
Christian missionaries were en-
gaged in good work, some others

.were engaged in conversions.

The ruling party members led
by Mr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra and
Mr. Vijay Goel and Mr. Mohan Ra-
wale (Shiv Sena) defended the
Prime Minister and charged the
Opposition with trying to distort
the statement.

The issue generated some heat
outside Parliament as well. The
All-India  Christian ~ Council
termed the Prime Minister's
statement unfortunate and said it

-Opposition slams PM’s remarks
ssionaries” |3

would aggravate communalism
and violence against the minor-
ities.

In a statement, the Christian
Council said that “remarks such
as the Prime Minister’s are seen
as condoning the hate campaign
and the canards, lies and half-
truths that are being spread in
many parts of the country. They
encourage communal and extre-
mist elements”’.

‘Criticism unsubstantiated’
PTI reports:

The BJP today termed the Con-
gress criticism of the Prime Minis-
ter'’s remarks on conversions as
“unsubstantiated”. Mr. Vajpayee
had appreciated the work done by
these missionaries in the back-
ward and tribal areas, but felt that
they should not carry out conver-
sions, Mr. Malhotra said. Howev-
er, the Congress, in search of
issues to raise, was making un-
substantiated charges. “It is not
proper to make it an issue in Par-
liament,” he said.

RSS hails statement: Page 11/




“Tdol removed from mosque site

By Mohammed Igbal

o

JAIPUR, AUG. 1. The communal tension prevailing at
Asind in Bhilwara district, where a 16th] century
mosque was pulled down by a mob last Friday, sub-
sided today following the removal of the idol installed
at the site. The 3-ft idol of Lord Hanuman was shifted
“voluntarily” by the Gurjar community after mid-
night, the Rajasthan Government said. Though the
Gurjars — who manage the huge Sawai Bhoj temple
situated nearby — were still in control of the mosque
site, there were indications that the community elders
had been made to see reason and remove the newly-
built temple from the spot. The idol was removed
around 1-30 a.m. “without using any force.”

“This gesture is a positive step towards restoration
of normality and has helped reverse the impact of the
provocative act of demolition,” the Principal Secre-
tary, Home, Mr. R. K. Nayar, told The Hindu. Related
issues, such as reconstruction of the mosque and its
restoration to the Rajasthan Wagf Board, would be
resolved in the coming days. Security was tightened
in and around Asind and the sprawling Sawai Bhoj
complex, 3 kin from the town, where the temple, the
mosque site and a Dargah are situated. The Inspec-
tor-General of Police (Intelligence), Mr. M. K. Dev-
arajan, is camping in the town.

Probe ordered .
The State Government has ordered an adminis-

trative inquiry into the episode under the Revenue
Secretary, Mr. G. S. Sandhu, and asked him to submit
a report within a week. He met the people of both the
communities in Asind today to record their versions.
Besides the members of a probe team constituted by
the Pradesh Congress Committee, the Chairman of
the Wagf Board, Mr. Nasir Ali Naqvi, also visited the
complex.

Speaking over telephone from Asind, Mr. Naqvi
said the mosque was situated in the vicinity of several
temples. “‘It would have been a matter of pride for the
Sawai Bhoj Temple Trust to let the mosque remain
there as a beautiful example of religious coexistence,”
he said, adding that the trust had itself repaired a
minaret of the mosque damaged in 1985.

Our Special Correspondent reports:

The Rajasthan Government is peeved at the media
glare it has received during the past three days. To add
to its woes, the Pakistan Foreign Office too reacted to
the development, describing the demolition as ‘dese-
cration.’

“The Pakistan Government is not in the know of
things. It does not have any business to react like
this,” Mr. Gehlot told The Hindu in a terse response
to the report from Islamabad. “There used to be no
prayers at the mosque. The maintenance of the
place is also carried out by the Sawai Bhoj Trust,” he
said while making it clear that he condemned the
destruction of the mosque. )
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Joshi blames Rag
Ayodhya stalem

QN

By J. Venkates:

f/\
\
\NEN DELHI, JUNE 12. The Union

Minister for Human Resource De-
velopment, Dr. Murli Manohar
Joshi, today blamed the former
Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasim-
ha Rao, for the stalemate in the
Ayodhya dispute.

Continuing his deposition be-
fore the Justice Liberhan Com-
mission, Dr. Joshi maintained
that it was because of Mr. Rao’s
indifference that the dispute
could not be solved though a so-
lution was in sight before the
demolition of the disputed struc-
ture in December 1992,

He said that if only M. Rao had
followed the path of negotiation
mooted by the former Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Chandra Shekhar, in in-
viting the parties for a discussion
on whether a temple existed or
not at the disputed structure be-
fore the masjid was superim-
posed, the dispute could have
been amicably resolved.

Dr. Joshi alleged that Mr. Rao
was totally indifferent to the issue
and that he did not take any ini-
tiative till the sants and sadhus

for

e,

nnounced a ‘kar seva’ in July
1992. Thereafter, he said “Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, Mr. LK. Advani and
myself requested Mr. Rao to call
the sants for talks and he agreed
to call them for talks.”

To a question from the Com-
mission’s counsel about the BJP’s
White Paper, wherein it was
stated that what the courts could
not do for 42 years the kar sevaks
would do, Dr. Joshi said “we do
not approve of the stand of the
VHP and we are for implementing
the court orders.”

It was true that the BJP support-
ed the movement led by the sad-
hus and sants following a
resolution passed by it in
1989 but, at the same time, it
wanted to expose the “competi-
tive pseudo-secularism and anti-
BJP policy” adopted by Congress
and other political parties.

He had a dig at the Congress
and other political parties for ma-
ligning the BJP as a communal
party. He will continue his depo-
sition on July 17 and 18. Tomor-
row the Union Home Minjster,
Mr. LK. Advani, will depgSe be-
fore the Commission.
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-3 Hindu radicals held
tor Amrltsar sacrilege

s & P
Chandigarh, March 22 k

THREE ACTIVISTS of
Bharatiya Hindu Suraksha
Samiti (BHSS) were among four
men arrested today in connec-
tion with the alleged sacrilege of
aplace of worship and defiling of
a scripture in Amritsar.

Police have launched a hunt
for the others involved in the
incident Local Government Min-
ister Balramji Dass Tandon toid
the Assembly

Police cordoned off the area
around the place of worship after
the incident and security was
beefed up around other places of
worship in the holy city.

Police have registered cases
under the Indian Penal Code
against those identified. Those
arrested are Arvinder Sharma,
Rakesh Kumar, Shakti Sharma
and Alok Sharma of BHSS, Tan-
don said. The House passed a
unanimous resolution condemn-
ing the incident. The Govern-
ment has promised tough action
against those involved in the
incident, that led to communal
tension in parts of Amritsar.

Moving the resolution, Parlia-

> %1
mentary Affa1 inister Madan
Mohan Mittal denounced the
act as “antl-national” and
assured the Hduse of the Gov-

ernment’s sterjn ac gainst
the accused. \\
“Certain element: playing

such games for for political gains
and disturbing the peaceful envi-
ronment of the State,” he
alleged. Speaker Charanjit Singh
Atwal said the incident would
hurt the sgentiments of the
minorities.

Seeking- immediate action
against the accused, Akali Dal
rebel Manjit Singh, said, “other-
wise peace in the State will be
disturbed”. He alleged that the
“so called Hindu organisation”
wanted to create communal ten-
sion in religious land of great
gurus. 4

Agriculture Minister Gurdev
Singh Badal, Forest Minister
Mohan Lal and Mahesh Inder
Grewal condemned the act
terming it as a “criminal
offence”. Forest Minister Mohan
Lal and Mahesh Inder Singh Gre-
wal (Akali rebel) also con
the incident.

PTI

THE HINDUSTAN TB.-

2 3 MAR 2001

ed °



Z

dSU SCES

FROMOUR LEGAL{ \QP
CORRESPONDENT *

New Delhi, March 15: Jyoti
Basu today likened the BJP to the
Taliban while deposing before the
Liberhan Commission on factors
leading to the Babri masjid demo-
lition in 1992,

Basu, appearing for the third
time before the commission, said

. his party condemned as “barbar-

ic” the Taliban’s demolition of the
Bamiyan Buddhas.

“We condemn the BJP and
other parivar organisations, too,
along the same lines as they ac-
counted for demolishing the
mosque.”

Besides deposing before the
commission, Basu was here fo at-
tend a meeting to revive the Third
Front to look into the possibilities
of dislodging the BJP-jgd NDA
governmerit followinga& WS POT--
tal Tehelka’s exposureidf the un-
holy nexus between ealers,
politicians and bureaug_ ts.

- He was categoricgl in his
views that the demolis]qed struc-

|

ture at Ayodhya wls a“ bbque”.
“At least the Taliban said they
would not destroy Hindu statues.
Here, it is worse. They demol-
ished the mosque,” Basu said in
answer to a volley of guestions
from various lawyers represent-
ing the commission.

“The Taliban are the un-
civilised lot. Their act of demoli-
tion was barbaric. So is the act of
those who demolished the Babri
Mosque,” Basu told the commis-
sion.

Basu had earlier submitted be-
fore the commission the audio
cassette of a speech Kalyan Singh
made at a public meeting in Cal-
cutta where the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister said “it
was a proud job to have demol-
ished the mosque”.

Giving the entire transcript of
the speech translated into English
to the commission, Basu said,
“Had I'been the Prime Minister, I
would have imposed President’s
rule in the state and prevented the
kar sevaks from gathering at Ayo-
dhya.”

Taliban cl%he

When asked why he did not ar-
rest Advani when his Rath Yatra
passed through West Bengal,
Basu said: “First of all there was
no law and order problem. Sec-
ondly, when I asked the then
Prime Minister, V.P. Singh, he
told me not to arrest Advani as
every arrangement had been
made with Bihar chief minister
Laloo Prasad Yadav to arrest him
in Bihar.”

“Vajpayee, who had initially
condemned the demolition, has
shifted his stand after becoming
Prime Minister. I condemn his
(Vajpayee’s) statement that demo-
lition of the mosque was expres-
sion of national sentiment,” said
Basu.

The former chief minister of
Bengal said the BJP and its earlier
avtar Jana Sangh were always
“untouchables for us” and even
during V.P. Singh’s time when
“we were all to work togéther, we
made it clear that we frould not
share any platforry’ with the
BJP and we should not be seen
together.”
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pounds
Buddha

Wi\
statues
Islamabad, March 1 /)4 n)

THE TALIBAN’'S can:tons and
battle tanks today began blasting
the Bamiyan Buddhas and other
heritage statues across
Afghanistan to pieces, as a horri-
fied world first implored the mili-
tia to stop and then condemned it
as barbaric.

Afghanistan radio quoted Tal-
iban information minister
Qudratullah Jamal as saying in
Kabul that statues were being
destroyed in Kandahar,
Bamiyan, Herat and the Kabul !
museum after a fresh decree
from the militia’s chief, Mullah {
Omar.

“The work started five hours
ago; I don’t know how much of it
(the Bamiyan Buddhas) has been
destroyed,” Jamal said. “We will
use all means, including cannons
and tanks.”

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan and Unesco chief Koichi-
ro Matsuura called on the Tal-
iban to rescind its order, saying a
significant part of the world’s
cultural heritage was at stake.
Germany was “indignant” at the
Taliban’s actions, and Russia
termed them “vandalism”.

The destruction began even
though Taliban'’s close ally Pak-
istan, under considerable pres-
sure from various Saarc and
Western countries, appealed to
the Taliban to protect the rich
historical monuments.

Yesterday in Islamabad, a Sri
Lanka-gonvened meeting of
heads of missions—from India,
Bangladesh, Japan, Korea, Nepal
and France—had urged Pakistan
to intervene and prevent the
“barbaric” act.

More i‘eports on Pages 9 &

77
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Court reprieves Uma,

Advani, M R}JO

Lucknow, February 12 V

IN A new twist to the Babri Masjid
demolition trial, the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court today set aside as "improper
and defective”" a notification for
trial of eight accused including
Union Ministers . K Advani,
Murli Manohar Joshi and Uma
Bharti and the framing of charges
against them in the case.

A single-judge bench comprising
Justice Jagdish Bhalla allowed the

government "improper :
to issue Babri Demolition RS L

fresh notlflca-
tion with prior permission of the
High Court if it so desired.

Justice Bhalla, however, upheld
the special CBI court's decision to
frame charges against 40 other
accused including then Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Kalyan
Singh and Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackeray.

Apart from' the three Union
Ministers, the eight accused who
have got a reprieve are BJP MP
Vinay Katiyar, VHP leader Ashok

\ﬁ{)\ Singhal, Giriraj

w“
Kishore and
Vishnu Hari Dalmiya and Sadhvi
Rithambara. The court deleted
the name of BJP leader Vijayaraje
Scindia from the list of 41 accused
following her death.

It did not find anything wrong in
the constitution of the special
court through a notification in
September 1993 for trying the 41
accused but said the way the other
notification was made for includ-
ing the names of eight others in
October of the same year was
and

concurrence of the
High Court was not obtained.

The court, however, observed
that the defect was a "curable” one
and the state government could
issue a fresh notification.

The special court had on
September 9, 1997 ordered fram-
ing of charges against all the 49
accused. Thirty-three of the
accused, including Uma Bharti,
had challenged the special court
order. (PTI)
See also Page 11
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Dalai Lama ushes
out ql conversions

PTI & AP

\%A\Z
KUMBH NAGAR, Jan, 25.
The Dalai Lama today opposed
forced conversions but said one
was within his or her right to
embrace any religion.

“An individual changing his or
her religion is not a problem
but conversion by force is
wrong. I will oppose this,” he
told reporters after meeting the
VHP international president,
Mr Ashok Singhal here.

The exiled Tibetan spiritual
leader, on a two-day visit to the
Kumbh mela, however, added,
“I believe it is safer and better
to keep one’s own faith.”

He said forced religious
conversion had negative effects
and was an outdated method,
adding that Buddhism was
against this.

“Whether Hindu or Muslim or
Christian, whoever tries to
convert, it's wrong,” he said
after a lunch meeting, with top
Hindu priests and members of

. the World Hindu Council,

[/L\ which preaches Hindu Rashtra.

The council invited the Dalai
Lama to discussions on conver-
sion in the Kumbh Mela. He

. met them before joining Hindu

priests to offer prayers to the
river.

The Dalai Lama said the
purpose of his visit here was to
promote human values and
religious harmony. “I have come
here to promote religious har-
mony among people of various
faiths. I came here in the sixties
also with the same purpose.”

After the meeting, the Dalai
Lama and others signed a joint
statement saying: “We oppose
conversions by any religious
tradition using various meth-
ods of enticement.”

Members of the Hindu Council
have repeatedly criticised Mus-
lims, called on the government
to ban Christian conversions
and oust missionaries, and
demanded that Muslims and
Christians revere Hindu gods.

According to Supreme Court
judge Mr KT Thomas, India’s

constitutional guarantee of
freedom to propagate one’s
religion as well as profess and
practice it, was meant for
Christians. The framers of the
Constitution, 80 per cent of
them Hindus, realised that
propagation is a tenet of the
Christian faith, he said.

Mr BK Modi, president of the
foreign wing of the World
Hindu Council, commented
during the break in the meet-
ing with the Dalai Lama: “The
wave of conversion should end.
There should be an understan-
ding on that... Conversion is an
issue disturbing both Hindus
and Buddhists.”

Reacting to the Dalai Lama’s
statement, Rev Dominic Emm-
anuel, a spokesman for the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese in
New Delhi, said: “Conversion is
a matter between oneself and
God. If somebody finds another
view or faith and wants to
change, that is basic humgn”

-freedom and nobody can téke
away that freedom.”
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" ajrang Dal to arm

cadre with trishuls
By Our Special Correspondent
Y P q - “;L , 2y xb‘k
NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. The Bajrang
Dal, the youth wing of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, today an-
nounced its determination to
recruit 30 lakh youths over the
next few months, to give martial
arts training to 10 lakh and arm 3
lakh of these volunteers with
‘trishuls’, all in the name of
“awakening” the people on the
Ram temple issue. Q,\“-)

Simultaneously, the Dal con- |

vener, Mr. Surendra Jain, an-
nounced a drive to collect funds
— Rs. 1,100 to be taken from each
of about 3 lakh villages to make
up a grand sum of Rs. 33 crores —
also in the name of the Ram tem-
ple. Mr. Giriraj Kishore, senior
VHP vice-president, did not rule
out the need for “sacrificing” the

Vajpayee Govemmem{l
The Bajrang Dal was n%{a‘ all
worried that its plan to raise & ver-
_itable army could lead to Muslim
/ organisations doing the same. Let
em do it too, Mr. Jain said, add-
/ing that the Dal was not afraid of a
confrontation. The Dal also said it
would “monitor” movement of
all cattle during Bakri-Id and “‘we
will not allow a single cow to be
sacrificed and slaughtered that
day”. His view was that if Mus-
lims agreed to restrict their pffer-
ing and sacrifice to gog#s, that
would be appreciated,

Not against Valéntine Day
PTi Reports:

Mr. Jain said the Bajrang Dal
had not chalked out any pro-
gramme “as yet” to oppose the
Valentine Day celebration on
February 14. “Now, we have no
such plan,” the Bajrang Dal con-
vener told reporters here.

THE HINDU
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2001

A DISTURBING ESCALATION y¢-'

WITH THE VISHWA Hindu Parishad-sponsored
‘dharam sansad’ (assembly of sadhus) at the Ma-
ha Kumbh setting a deadline — March 12, 2002
— for the removal of “‘all obstacles” to the con-
struction of a Ram temple at the disputed site in
Ayodhya, the National Democratic Alliance Gov-
ernment at the Centre and the BJP regime in
Uttar Pradesh have been put on notice. The fact
that the ‘sansad’ has refrained from fixing a firm
and proximate date for putting up the conten-
tious temple, as the VHP had been threatening it
would do, should have come as a big relief, in the
immediate context, to the BJP leadership and to
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
personally since ‘managing’ the coalition part-
ners with pretensions to secularism must be that
much easier now. The perceived ‘climbdown’
suggests that the hardliners in the Sangh Parivar
were presumably made to realise the logic of
political expediency that lay in keeping the tem-
ple issue on the centre stage without enforcing a
showdown for the present. The objective evi-
dently is to draw maximum electoral mileage in
the coming Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh by
drumming up communal passions on the emo-
tive issue, even while taking care that the apple-
cart (the Vajpayee Government) is not upset on
that account at least for now.

Highly disturbing and ominous, from the
standpoint of cherished national values and tra-
ditions and religious harmony, is the ‘action
plan’ the ‘sansad’ and the VHP have unfolded for
the runup to D-Day. The three-phased plan —
comprising collective chanting of ‘Ram’ in villag-
es and offering of ‘jalabhishek’ to deities in tem-
ples across the country, with an
Ayodhya-to-Delhi march of sadhus providing
the finale in February 2002 — is typical of the
Sangh Parivar’s mobilisation strategy and is of a
piece with the programmes the saffron forces
had organised in the pre-Babri Masjid demoli-
tion phase. Although no threat of a forcible occu-
pation of the disputed site (in the event of the

Gov /16nt f}i{’mg to oblige) has been openly

v/

held out, there is no mistaking the intention of
the VHP and such others spearheading the
‘Ramjanmabhoomi’ movement. Which is to
build the temple on the very site where the Babri
Masjid had stood before it was pulled down on
December 6, 1992, and get the authorities to
clear all the ‘obstacles’ that might stand in the
way of their accomplishing the task. Their idea
is, plainly, to give the ruling establishment an
ultimatum and then use the lead time to pres-
sure — possibly intimidate and coerce — the
Government into acquiescence by whipping up
communal frenzy. And this is an open challenge
not just to the Government of the day, which is
duty bound to abide by and honour whatever
verdict is handed down by the judiciary (in the
pending cases), but to the very concept of rule of

law. QA"/ v" G\"IJ‘( f)/A
9 Q%

To the provocative posturing df the Ram
temple protagonists, the response of\the All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law Board has been predi-
cable — that the Masjid site is “‘non-negotiable”.
In fact, the Muslim community has a very valid
and legitimate claim for reparation in respect of
the wrong done to it when the mosque was de-
molished. With the VHP and those of its ilk pro-
claiming their determination to push their
temple agenda aggressively and to the finish, on -
the one side, and the minority community find-
ing itself driven to the wall, on the other, one
dreads to visualise the evolving scenario. It
would not do for the Prime Minister and his col-
leagues to offer bland assurances that the “law
would take its course”” and that the Government
would not remain ‘“‘spectators”, should anyone
attempt to disturb the status quo in Ayodhya. In
a matter such as this, involving as it does highly
sensitive religious sentiments, any intervention
has to be in the initial stages. And the time is now
for the Vajpayee Government to agf firmly by
way of restraining the likes of th P, to start
with, from going ahead with gifeir communally ,
explosive programmes.




o r/Falking on Ayodhya |

SINCE NO one other than the wild elements in the Sangh pari-
var hopes for a solution of the Ayodhya dispute except through
a judicial verdict or negotiations, the Muslim Personal Law
Board’s emphasis on a ‘meaningful dialogue’ with the Centre is
a reasonable one. It also has a point in refusing to talk with the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad because of its role in demolishing the
Babri masjid. Besides, how representative the VHP and the
Bajrang Dal are of the Hindu community is open to question.
It is not only the exposure of the differences in the ranks of the .
sadhus during the Kumbh mela which has undermined the
VHP’s claim to speak on behalf of the Hindus; even the other
outfits in the saffron camp are said to have played a part in pre-
venting it from announcing the date of the temple genstruction.

his exercise in restraint is evidence that the YHP’s views are
only its own and of no one else’s. W\

In the political field, too, indications that the BJP’s influence
is waning suggests that the temple issue is no longer of as much
interest to the Hindus as it was earlier. In fact, the suspicion
that the issue is being raised again by the Hindutva lobby with
the Uttar Pradesh elections in mind underlines its political,
rather than religious, connotation. All this points, first, to the
need for the observance of restraint by the concerned parties ,
and, secondly, for a reiteration of the judiciary-or-negotiations ‘
route to a settlement. Undoubtedly, the Centre will have to
play an increasingly assertive role in this respect if only to
ensure that no ultimatums are issued to raise the communal
temperature. The judiciary can also be urged to expedite its
| process of examining the dispute. '}%k

However, since the question of negotiations ha$ been raised
again, it can be legitimately asked who will negotiate with
whom. That the Centre will be both initiator and moderator is
undeniable. But who are the other parties? Since an issue of
this nature is marked by religious, cultural and social overtones,
it is not unusual to find that organisations and individuals with
limited and often retrogressive perceptions come to the fore.
Some of them may have the authority of tradition behind them,
but no popular sanction in the modern sense. From this stand-
point, their claims to speak on behalf of either the Hindus or
the Muslims are not always credible. It is open to doubt how far
they really reflect the views of the silent majority. Their advice
can be sought, of course, but the Centre will have to tread wit
the utmost caution in choosing and interacting with them%

- —~ 1. S

-
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Gorkha Hills Council accord

up for reyiew

')
HT Correspondent (?,QJ/V;\Q

Siliguri, January 22

THE DARJEELING Gorkba Hill
Council Accord of [Y88 is due fo
a review next month.

PDGHC  chaitman Subhas
Ghising will lcave for New Delhi
on Febjuary 7 to participate in the
meet called for the purpose by the
Union Heme Ministry.

Ghising has of late wiitten sever-
al timies to the Ceutre asking for a
threc-way meeting. The Home
Wmistry's special secretany recent
Iy invited b 1o ethi State ep

meet.

State  Uiban Development
Minister Ashok Bhattacharya, who
also heads the committee set up to
give rwote powets to DGHC, said
today: © The tipaitite mecting has
been  called on the  State
Govevimnent’s tequest.”

The State representative will be
decided at o mecting with Chief
Ministor Buddhadeb
Bhattachosjee, tie said,
Bhattacharva refused 1o sav if the
coveil s demand to inclode the
DOGHC wres i the Consgtution's

on Iebruary 7
Ccsemmi\m wilﬂ\/c’m}m at the

8th schedule will be discussed at
the Delhi meet.

DGHC, ruled by the Gorkha
National Liberation Front, has
demanded that the council area be -
declared a tribal region. Most
political parties in the Hills have
criticised the move and dubbed it
the GNLF’s political gimmick.

The GNLF, in charge of the
council from its inception on
August 22, 1998, has long been
complaining of inadequate powers.
The State Government, apparent-
ly, supports the council’s demand
for more powers.

7 3 JAN 200
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Muslims o open to talks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 5 e

NEW DELHI, Jan. 21. — The
All India Muslim Personal Law
Board today ruled out nego-
tiations with the VHP on Ayo-
dhya, but left open its options

. for talks with the government.

i talks

After a marathon meeting,
the board said it was prepared
to consider any initiative for
by the government,

| provided it sincerely tries to

create a conducive atmosphere

: for a meaningful dialogue.

The Board also resolved that

i land dedicated to a mosque
; shall always remain for a

2

mosque and ¢very effort shall

be made for itp restoration.
At Kumbh Nagar, the VHP-
sponsored Ilharam Sansad

ended with an open session of
sadhus endorsing the plan'to
build a Ram temple at Ayodhya
after 12 March next year.

The Muslim board set up a
five-member committee headed
by Maulana Nizamuddin to
monitor the situation arising
out of statements and policies
adopted by “forces directly
responsible for demolition of
the Babari Masjid”. The panel,
which also includes Yusuf
Mucchala, Maulana Sajjad

V}i % OVt

Nomam Syed Sha abuddln
and Zafaryab Jilani, will
present its report to board

president Maulana Qazi
Muzahidul Islam Qasmi.
Upset with the Sansad

resolution, Maulana Nizamud-
din said: “Are we going to
accept the rule of law or suc-
cumb to brute muscle power?”

Board member Syed Shahab-
uddin said the issue now was
not confined to the two commu-
nities but posed a challenge to
the State and the Constitution.

8 CPM warns Centre
on temple, 8 .
pie, page -
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'PM warns Centre
on temple,~ ,,

9 e’ Wb
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE fry

BHUBANESWAR, Jan. 21. — The VHP’s blatant attempts to

whip up communal frenzy in the run-up to Uttar Pradesh polls
. and a one-year temple deadline have put the BJP and its allies .

in a spot, the CPI-M central committee said here today. |

All NDA allies will now have to clarify their stand and whether °
i they will allow such tacit communalisation of politics, Mr
' Sitaram Yechury said.

. The VHP and the Dharam Sansad are more concerned about
| UP elections than anything else, Mr Yechury said after th
' meeting. ;

The Prime Minister, in his ‘musings’, said the government
would abide by the court verdict. He should now stand up and
establish his credentials, the CPI-M said.

The CPI-M central committee today adopted a resolution,
condemning the announcement on temple construction and
warned the government that any tinkering with the status of the
land acquired in the area will not be tolerated.

No decision can be taken on the disputed site at Ayodhya till the
courts dispose off the case regarding the site’s ownership. No
religious gathering or RSS outfit is above the law of the land and
no self-styled representative of a religious community can fake a
decision, the resolution said. '

No representative ‘section’ of the two communities has the
. mandate to negotiate on the issue, as several other secular forces
+ are involved and affected, Mr Yechury said:

' “The Prime Minister’s commitment to abide by the court
- decision will have to be tested in the face of the threats issued by
. the VHP-RSS combine,” the resolution said.

' The CPI-M decided to step up its opposition to the economic
policies of “unbridled liberalisation” and knit together the
affected sections as pa its political line against the onslaught:
! gf imperialist forgas“and the “diabolical strategy of communal

orces”. .

T —————
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. No date set for temple \/

By Neena Vyas A

ALLAHABAD, JAN. 20. [t was notla
bang but a whimper. There w.
no announcement at the ‘dharam
sansad’ here of a date for the start
of construction of a Ram temple
at Ayodhya. There was no threat
to occupy by force the land ac-
quired by the Centre in and
around the disputed site.

After all the hype, the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-led ‘dharam san-
sad’' adopted a resolution today,
warning “all relevant organisa-
tions” to “remove all hurdles in
the way of the construction of a
Sri Ram temple at the Ramjan-
mabhoomi by March 12, 2002, the
day of Mahashivatri.”

It was a climbdown that left
many VHP cadres disappointed.
But the leadership has worked out
a programme to keep them busy
— chanting of the name of Ram is
to be organised in villages from
November 26. From September
18 to October 16 jalabhishek is to
be offered in temples. A ‘sant ya-
tra’ (procession of sadhus) to be
taken out from Ayodhya to Delhi
between February 18 and 25, 2002
will serve notice on Parliament
and the Government to remove
hurdles to the temple construc-
tion.

For the last two days the VHP
leadership had been saying a firm
date for the start of construction
of the temple would be an-
nounced. But apparently, a strong
message from the RSS and the BJP
to do nothing to destabilise the
Vajpayee Government spoilt the

broth that was cooking in the

pot. In addition, at a meeting w1th
the Puri Sankaracharya, Nischala-
nand Saraswathi, yesterday, the
VHP leadership was forced to give
him an assurance that no date
would be announced without
consulting the Sankaracharyas if
the VHP wanted their ‘‘blessings”.

The Puri Sankaracharya indi-
cated today that he might call a
meeting of the most respected
dharmacharyas, vallabhacharyas,
nimkacharyas, ramanadacharyas,
madhavacharyas and others on

January 22 on the Kumbh Mela
grounds here to discuss the issue.
The Sankaracharya of the Jyotish-
peeth and Dwarkapeeth, Swaroo-
panand Saraswathi, and the
Kanchi Kamakotipeeth, Sri Jayen-
dra Saraswati, would be part of
this meeting, he indicated.

The Puri Sankaracharya said if
the ‘sants’ were to fix a date for
the start of construction of a tem-
ple, that “right” would naturally
be that of the Sankaracharyas
whose peeths are the oldest es-
tablished religious maths.

See also Page 7

Sonia visit stalled

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, JAN. 20. The Congress
president, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi’s
proposed visit to the Maha-
kumbh at Allahabad scheduled
for Monday has come under a
cloud with the district adminis-
tration expressing its inability to
provide security.

According to sources in the
Congress president’s office her
programme was prepared in
consultation with the security
agencies some days ago. And the
party had begun making ar-
rangements for her visit by fixing
up meetings with the religious
heads attending the Maha-
kumbh. Now all the plans have
been sent into a tailspin follow-
ing the refusal of the district ad-
ministration to provide security
or make arrangements for the

visit. The decision to deny per-
mission appears to have caught
not only Congressmen but even
senior officers of the Special Pro-
tection Group (SPG) off guard. A
SPG officer who went to Allaha-
bad for liaising with the local au-
thorities was in for a surprise.
They told him that they did not
have enough policemen, that
they were expecting a mammoth
crowd on January 24 and that
they would need to block all in-
coming traffic and hence could
not make arrangements for Mrs.
Gandhi’s visit.

But Congress leaders point out
that Mrs. Gandhi was supposed
to visit the sangam for™a few
hours two days ahead of the bi
rush expected on January 2

mission.
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" Ram temple construction next year

VA
KUMBH MELA, ALLAHABAD, JAN. 19. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-led ‘dharam sansad’ is ex-
pected to formally announce tomorrow that
construction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya
will begin on Shivratri, some time in late Feb-
ruary or early March next year, coinciding
with the scheduled Assembly elections in Ut-
tar Pradesh in March-April 2002.

The ‘dharam sansad’, which began its three-
day deliberations here today, will take up the
temple issue tomorrow, but the decision to
make this announcement was taken on Thurs-
day night by the 51-member Ram Mandir Nir-
man  Samiti headed by Paramhans
Ramachandra Das of the Digamber Akhara in
Ayodhya, a leading light of the VHP camp.

The other important decision is that ‘sants’
and ‘sadhus’ will march to Parliament from
Ayodhya during the coming budget session or
the following monsoon session to demand
that the Centre hand over the land at the dis-
puted site to the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas
floated by the VHP.

The announcement of the date is being seen
as an ultimatum to the Vajpayee Government.
Paramhans said as much today when he elab-
orated on this and added that he had earlier
given one year’s “‘notice’ to the former Prime

Ministers, Mr. V. P. Singh, Mr. Chandra Shek-

By Neena Vyas

har and Mr. P, V. Narasimha Rao. “I will also
give one year’s ultimatum to Vajpayeeji,” he
said.

The decision was taken to make a firm an-
nouncement of the date of construction as
“internal dissatisfaction has grown, we are be-
ing asked why we are not announcing the
date, the Government is bending its knees be-
fore Kashmiri militants, and the country is be-
ing sold to the multinationals”, a VHP leader
said here today. At Thursday’s meeting, there
was a dissenting leader who did not want a
firm date for fear of destabilishing the Vaj-
payee Government, but the large majority of
the ‘mahants’ were firm and did not want a
further delay. Q2

Two astrologers — Mr. Narendra Pandey of
the Sanskrit Vishwavidyfilaya and Mr. Ka-
meshwar Pandey of the Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity — are being consulted for an
auspicious day for the sadhus’ march to Par-
liament. It was openly admitted here that Ut-
tar Pradesh elections were a factor for the
declaration of the date for next year. The ‘Ram
card’ is to be kept ready in the hope that it will
work the magic for the BJP that it did before
1992 when the number of BJP legislators from
U.P. shot up dramatically.

Other reasons being cited to select Shivratri
rather than Ram Navmi is the widespread cel-
ebration of Shivratri through the country. The
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‘mahants’ from Ayodhya especially opposed
the selection of Ram Navmi as normally Ayod-
hya receives large crowds of pilgrims on that
day and it was felt any “problem” that day.
would become unmanageable.

Today, the ‘sansad’ began with a meeting of
its steering committee, the Marg Darshak
Mandal Samiti, which discussed two resolu-
tions on cow protection and on the waters of
the Ganga. The draft resolution demanded the
scrapping of the Tehri Dam as it would reduce
the flow of the Bhagirathi, fountainhead of the
Ganga. B A A
PTI reports: 9 v W')’c\

Paramahans Ramchandra Das said if the
land was not handed over to dharmachayaras
by Shivratri next year, “we will be forced to
take over the Janambhoomi complex and start
construction of the temple any day any mo-
ment’'.

“Law is not bigger than faith. If supporters
of the Ram tempie movement unite, the law
will have to take the back seat,” he said.

The convener of Ram Janambhoomi Nir-
man Samiti and BJP MP, Swami Chinmaya-
nand, sought the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s intervention to work out an
alternative plan for temple construction with-
in the time-frame to be decided by the dharam
sansad.

/'




templ\e/time-table today
Sonia’s holy dip makes ripples,

rivals smell vo

Swaraj Thapa { (\ 7
NEW DELHI 19 JANUARY '/

CONGRESS PRESIDENT Sonia Gandhi’s decision
. te make a trip to the Maha Kumbh in Allahabad for a
'/ﬁoly dip in the Sangam next week has created a few
- ripples in political circles.
' While party circles contend that
_ the objective is purely spiritual, it
i has nonetheless set tongues wag-
! ging. Ms Gandhi’s plans to join mil-
i lions of devotees at the Maha
. Kumbh — either on January 22 or
: January 24 — have been immedi-
* ately linked to the party’s repeated
. attempts to rope in upper caste vot-

ers, especially the UP Brahmins.

Though arrangements are
underway to facilitate her visit to
the Maha Kumbh on January 22, it
is understood that she is keen to be
there on January 24, which is con-
sidered the most auspicious day.
Called the Mauni Amavasya or the
“new moon of the saints,” over five million devotees
are expected to bathe in the Sangam on this day.

The immediate hurdle in Ms Gandhi’s “tryst with
spirituality,” however, is the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, which may refuse to cooperate on the plea that
the security risks are immense. Ms Gandhi enjoys the
highest security cover and is a lifelong SPG protectee.

However, the state Congress have already begun
making discreet preparations for the visit, which is
being seen as an ideal strategy at a time when the
Congress has failed to make any political impact in
the state. With the BJP on the downslide, the party’s

bank politics

spin doctors have been Iooking for an opportunity to
get back in UP’s political centrestage.

In its various conclaves over the last two years,
the party leaders have conceded that the Congress
could have chances of getting back to power in the
Centre only if it made a comeback
in five major states, including Uttar
Pradesh. Party circles are confident
that the symbolism attached to Ms
Gandhi’s visit is certain to give out
a positive message to the upper
caste voters in the state, especially
since Assembly elections may not
be too far away.

The party has been making
efforts to regain the confidence of
upper castes, which it lost to the
BJP after the Ayodhya movement.
As a step in that direction, Ms
Gandhi visited Varanasi in June
1999 where she had unveiled the
statue of Kamalapati Tripathi. She
also made well publicised trips to
Tirupathi and other religious shrines in the same way
as Indira Gandhi did. To win back the Sikh vote bank,
she also visited the Golden Temple in Amritsar and
apologised for atrocities against Sikhs.

Ms Gandhi’s meeting with BSP leader Mayawati
last week in Delhi is being read as a strategy to
improve its electoral ratings in UP.

These efforts notwithstanding, the Congress has
to face, in its plans of regaining the upper caste vote
from a BJP-on-the-decline, some key hurdles.
Meanwhile, the Sama]wadl Party, BJP’s strongest

rival, has also begun eyeing the votebank.
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Temple

HiA

date today

Hemendra Singh Bartwal and Agencles 'F
Kumbhnagar January 19

rf
¥ ™HE VHP today said that the date and action

plan for construction of the Ram temple at the

disputed site in Ayodhya would be announced
at the Dharma Sansad here tomorrow even as an
influential leader of the temple movement threatened
forcible acquisition of the site if it

constructlon

Sm%hal

Swam1 Chinmayanand said he was speaking in his
individual capacity. Singhal, in his address, said the
temple issue was*connected with the sentiments of
Hindus and claimed that "there never was any mosque
at the disputed site."

"It was only a dhancha (structure) which was demol-
ished by kar sevaks," he added.

Swami Chinmayanand said a concerted mass aware-
ness programme would be launched

was not handed over by this time
next year.

VHEP president Ashok Singhal told
the sansad, which began a three-day
session, that a decision to formulate
the action plan tomorrow was taken
at the meeting of the VHP's
Kendriya Marg Darshak Mandal
today.

In a related development, the
chairman of the Ram Janmabhoomi
Nyas, Mahant Paramhans
Ramchandra Das, told reporters

Board’s meet

THE ALL India Musfim Personal
Law Board is gearing up for the
battle ahead. It wili meet in New
Delhi on Sunday to discuss the
Babri Masjid issue. The timing of
the meeting itself is significant.
Clearly intended to signat-a unity
of forces, it comes close on the
heels of the Dharam Sansad
that opened in Allahabad on
Friday.

to pressurise the government for
handing over of the land to Hindus.

He sought Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's intervention to
work out an alternative plan for
temple construction within the time-
frame to be decided by the Dharma
Sansad. :

Explaining the urgency for
announcement of the date,
Chinmayanand said the issue had
been dragged for more than a%
decade with politicians failing to,

that if the land was not handed over

HTC, New Delhi

resolve it.

to Dharmachayaras by Shivratri next year, "we will be
forced to take over the Janmabhoomi complex and
start construction of the temple any day any moment".

"The law is not bigger than faith. If supporters of the

Ram temple movement unite, the law will have to.

take the back seat," Ramchandra Das said.
While Das claimed he was speaking on behalf of the
entire Sangh Parivar, including the VHP, BJP MP

Meanwhile, the All-India Akhara Parishad and the
Bharat Sadhu Samaj have given a call to boycott the
Dharma Sansad accusing the VHP of hijacking the
temple movement without consulting all the sants.
Though Swami Chinmayanand denied that the
Akhara Parishad had decided to stay away, today's
Dharma Sansad session was not attended by all the
members of the Parishad.
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VHP in dharam sankat as

seers chant different mantras

By Rajesh Ramchandran GV‘ the BJP, the VHP and the RSS. When the temple
The Times of India News Service votary gets agitated, the VHP says it will build the

KUMBHNAGAR: The politics of Shankaracharyas temple and when the people are annoyed the BJP
is getting curiouser: One is whole-heartedly oppos- S2ys the Ram temple is not on its agenda,
ing the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, (VHP) the other is Swaroopananda said. As the chief of two peeths,
ineutral and the third, of a Swaroopananda packs a lot of punch and had forced
tlesser status, is all for it.  the VHP working presi-

The mahamande- § dent, Ashok Singhal, to
leswars of various akharas settle the  differences
are also divided. Thus, between him and the
despite  the  Sangh | VHP. Though, Mr Singhal
Parivar’s projections, the } fixed an appointment with
Hindu Samaj or the Sant §f Swaroopananda at 9.00
Samaj remains as disunit- | 4 p-m. on Wednesday, he
ed as ever. f failed to turn up.

This is the season for Directly opposite
politics even for sadhus. | Swaroopananda’s opulent
Swaroopananda  Sara- F camp is the more modest
swati, the Shankaracharya Nishchalananda, the
of  Dwaraka  and|f Shankaracharya of Puri.
Badrinath who is close to Et He however, is non-com-
former prime minister |3 | mital  despite  being

PV. Narasimha Rao and Ashok Singhal Teads a VHP team to the Juna Akhara 2pProached by Mr Singhal
had headed the parallel 4 forge unity amongst various religous heads on the 2nd other senior VHP

Ramalaya Trust, told this gye of the dharam sansad in Kumbh Nagar. men. Though, he is for the
paper that he has his own temple, he will not say that
idea about the Ram temple at Ayodhya. he is with the VHP. Neither is he prepared to condemn

He denounced the VHP’s dharma sansad as noth- the organisation. His position is that the Muslimg
ing but politicking: There is no difference between should be spoken to before the temple is built. :

9
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“Dharma Sansad can, ‘veto’ LEM
decision on Ram tem

Sunita Aron
Lucknow, January 18

CAN DHARMA Sansad the
"super Parliament of religious
heads", veto the decision of the
Lok Sabha? .

Yes, believes the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, whose Dharma Sansad
has announced all major decisions
pertaining to the Ayodhya temple
movement so far. And the Sansad
is all set to announce a date for the
construction of the Ram temple at
its forthcoming session. This is so

even after the Lok Sabha decided .

to leave the contentious issuc to
the courts or hammer out a negoti-
ated settlement,

Here is how the Sansad func-
tions. A smaller body of saints,
Kendriya Marg Darshak Mandal,
takes the decisions while the
Dharma Sansad only ratifies them.
The Mandal has VHP leaders
Ashok Singhal, Acharya Giriraj
Kishore and Sampat Rai and BIP
MP Chinmayanand on its board.
However, it is the stamp of
approval of the Dharma Sansad
which gives religious legitimacy to
the programmes.

The present convenor of the

‘} RN | TEMPLE PLAYERS

VHP's all-powerful |
general secretary. He|
is the brain behind }
the Ram temple ]

|

Ashok Smghal movement
-

] Represents D«gamber
Akhara. Shastri in ;
Sanskrit, belongs to |
.. | Bihar. Has settled in }
Ram Chandra Ayodhya for the past |
Paramhans  many decades. }
- Belongs to Varanasi, 3
Known for his ‘,
opposition to the j
VHP Lacks mass };
|

|

1

l

J

i

f

3 Swaroopanand support
Saraswatl

Former BJP MP from
Gorakhpur, Heag of
Gorakhnath Temple |
Trust. Chiet of the
Ram Janmabhoomi
Yagya Samiti

Mandal is Acharya Ram Nath
Suman, who stays at Sankat
Mochan in Delhi. Who is the head

\f \

lea‘)t\late

of the Dharam Sansad? The stock
reply is "the dharmacharyas (reli-
gious heads)”. Any "senior dhar-
macharya can chair the session”, is
the other explanation,

Questions such as the constitu-
tion of the Sansad or the Mandal
and its membershnp evoke a sharp
retort: "Do we religious heads have
to go the politicians’ way?” says a
VHP functionary.

However, one-upmanship s
prevalent in what the VHP calls its
Sant Samaj. It was only on Tuesday :
VHP -general secretary Acharya
Giriraj Kishore had told the media
about the Parishad's decision to go
ahead with the announcement of a
date for the temple construction at
the forthcoming Dharma Sansad.
But on Thursday, a key dharma-
charya, Mahant Ram Chand
Paramhans of Digamber Akhara,
Ayodhya, said, "I will only announce
the Ram Mandir strategy, not the
date as it alerts both the friends and
foes. Temple construction will begin
anytime after March 2001",

Mr Singhal is jittery as Akhara
Parishad, the governing body of all
the 13 prominent Akharas in the
country, has been threatening to

dlSSOCIate from the Sansad
e Mo



‘Allies sore over Kalraj Mishra’s

claim on Ayodhya issue "

By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, JAN. 17. The comment by
the Uttar Pradesh BJP president,
Mr. Kalraj Mishra, that the Ram
temple issue was on the National
Democratic Alliance agenda has
triggered protests in the ruling al-
lignce in the State with the non-
P parties expressing their dis-
greement.

The State BJP, at its executive
meeting at Jhansi last week,
passed a resolution urging Muslim
cooperation in the construction of
the temple at Ayodhya. Later at a
press conference, Mr. Mishra was
asked how his party had brought
the issue on the political agenda
contrary to the declared stand tak-
en by national leadership. Mr.
Mishra replied that the temple
was on everyone’s agenda. If it
was not so, how was it that the
Opposition stalled proceedings in
Parliament on the issue on De-
cember'6 last?

Mr. Mishra elaborated saying
his party agreed that there could
be two ways of solving the issue,
one through a court directive and
the other through negotiations be-

tween the leaders of Hindus and
Muslims. He reiterated the state-
ment made by the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, that the temple
issue was an expression of the na-
tional sentiment.

The message is clear that the
State BJP wanted to rake up the
controversy in a new form with an
eye on the Assembly elections.
The basic theme has been the
same as that articulated by Mr.
Vajpayee but emphasis has been

()z\fﬁ
7l

added to indicate the party’s new-
found zeal.

Mr. Mishra’s comunents were
criticised by leaders of the Loktan-
trik Congress Party, the Samata
Party and the Jantantrik Babujan
Samaj Party, who said the Ayod-
hya issue was not on the NDA’s
agenda. They also expressed their

- determination to foil any attempt
to disturb communal harmony in
the State. But the protests have no
sobering effect on the BJP.

—
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POLITICS! POLITICS) POLITICS!
~ The Sangh Parivar’s dilemma ober Ayodhya

WHAT is one to make of the reported conées uln by the
VHP that they will wait for a year to give the govern-
‘, ment time to do something about the Ram temple at Ayod-

! hya? We have had the statement of the prime minister about
' the temple being a national objective, repeated gratuitously

' the next day and the engaging admission, hard on the heels
| of the two-part article written during his short holiday, that
. it was a slip of the tongue. On the other hand, types like
Ashok Singhal and Giriraj Kishore, have been insistent that
the matter was out of their hands and in the lap of non-
| descript sadhus and sants who would meet in a Dharam
Sansad this month and decide all by themselves with no
interference from any lay person, including Singhal when the
construction of the temple would begin. Now from Nagpur
comes the welcome news that the matter is put off for a year
and that without the participation of the hitherto

| by the VHP. This recital confirms, if confirmation was
. needed, that sadhus and sants are parked in various pockets
of the VHP and it is this organisation together with others in
the Sangh Parivar perhaps, who call the shots. From this |
. proposition it is but a short step to the logical conclusion that

the whole temple business is political and action will be
~ guided by politics and political convenience.

indispensable sadhus and sants. The announcement is made |

|

[
l

|

Inevitably questions are being asked and equally inevitably
the answers vary wildly. From the presence of leading lights !
of the BJP, the RSS, the VHP and the Bajrang Dal at the :
crucial meeting in Nagpur which decided to grant a year’s :
reprieve, speculation is rife that the Sangh Parivar will use

the year to get emotions to rise to fever pitch and call another

election. The difficulty with this theory is two-fold. One, you
i cannot fool the same people in the same way twice; the
| excitement of Advani’s rath yatra was a one time operation.
It cannot be repeated. Two, there is evidence to show that the
- temperature has dropped and resistance from the BJP’s allies

has increased. The BJP are living dangerously if they think
' they can go ahead on their own without allies. The wild men
! in the Sangh Parivar may think that the country is waiting
for them to raise mayhem and respond enthusiastically, it is

doubtful if the BJP leadership, minus Sudershan, has any

stomach for such adventures. Reading between the lines the -

Sangh Parivar meeting in Nagpur itself recognised that the

past cannot be replicated. A year is a long time in politics, -
. even the kind of politics that the Parivar have on offer. If the
decision recognises that some solution is possible that

includes the rebuilding a new mosque where the Babari
Masjid was and a temple in the large vacant area available,
maybe we can inch towards a solution.

And as they learn to think constructively for a change, can
they please stop these attacks on Christians, their churches,
their Bibles, their nuns and their priests. One welcomes the
fact that they have stopped saying anything about Muslims

i proliferating faster and overwhelming Hindus. To continue to
urge that conversion to Christianity represents a threat to
the demographic compesition of the Indian people only raises
a laugh, What has not happened since the year 52AD is not
likely to happen in the year of our Lord, 2001 or at any time

. in the third millennium of the Christian era. Attacks on

' churches are again being reported. Will the Sangh Parivar

rein in their wild men please. They are only bringing discredit
to the Hindu community, which is basically tolerant and
peace-loving. From this moment onwards this despicable
activity is counter-productive. Stop it! If you have unleaghed
a Frankenstein that you cannot control — destroy iV
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~ Temple issue: U.P.
BJP’s call to Muslims

By J. P. Shukla

JHANSI, JAN. 11. Plans for construc-
tion of a Ram temple at Ayodhya
dominated the proceedings of the
Uttar Pradesh Bharatiya Janata
Party executive which began a
two-day meeting here today with
the State unit president, Mr. Kal-
raj Mishra, appealing to Muslims
to cooperate in hammering out a
solution to the vexed issue.

“If Muslims agree to allow con-
struction of a Ram temple, the
mosque could be constructed at
some other suitable place. This
will be the most welcome situa-
tion,”” Mr. Mishra said in his inau-
gural address.

Reminding thé me
utterances of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Vajpayee, on Ram temple, Mr.
Mishra said the sentiments have
still not got full expression as con-
struction of a temple was still in-

complete. -} |

There wel‘r’;l Qwo alays to o'lve
the problem. If Muslims agrepd to
the idea of a temple, it couldfpave
the way for its constructior} and
the site for a mosque could'then
be shifted to suitable. place, he
said.

Alternatively, construction
work could be undertaken after a
judicial verdict in favour of a Ram
temple, Mr. Mishra said and add-
ed that for all practical purposes,
a temple already existed at the
disputed site.

Mr. Mishra referred to the ac-
tivities of the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI) which
had been “poisoning” the com-
munal atmosphere in the State.

He urged the party to formulate
a policy to counter the proxy war
of the ISI of Pakistan. The State
BJP unit had demanded a ban on
the SIMI, he pointed out.

. Mr. Mishra gave details of the

Ch o gﬁ\ﬂactivitiesofboththe arty and the
o e party

State and Central Governments to
solve the problems of farmers. At
the organisational level, he him-
self had undertaken a “kisan ja-

gran yatra”’ to understand
farmers’ problems. The Chief
Minister had himself held ‘“kisan
panchayats” and announced

measures to solve agrarian prob-
lems. He said a massive rally of
farmers (‘‘Kisan Kumbh’) would
be held scon to demonstrate sup-
port for the BJP among the farm-
ers.
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/VHP puts temple be

STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 9. — The
VHP wouldn’t care if the
Vajpayee government came
down over the construction of a
Ram temple at Ayodhya, and
would go by what the Dharma
Sansad decides on 21 January.
“Four governments came
down because of a demolition.
There will be no objection if one
government goes for
construction,” VHP leader
Acharya Giriraj Kishore said
today. He asserted also that the
Prime Minister was free to
speak to the dharamacharyas if
he wanted them to postpone
b)ilding a Ram temple.
Acharya Kishore also hinted,
according to a UNI report, that

the Sansad my allow a year’s
time before construction starts.
“lI think a minjmum of 12
months is needed to create
awareness among Hindus on
the sacred task,” UNI quoted
him as saying.

Acharya Kishore ruled out
joining the talks proposed by
BJP MP, Mr Vinay Katiyar, in
Lucknow on 13 January until
the main litigant in the Babari
Masjid demolition case, Mr
Hashim Anpsari, agrees to
withdraw the suit. The temple
at the disputed site is not
negotiable, he said, referring to
the demand by BMAC leaders
that the Babari mosque should
be built at the disputed site.

He insisted that the VHP was
not bothered about the Central

government’s surv1val and
would stop at nothing to build a
Ram temple. The Babari
Masjid Action Committee’s
threat that 20 crore Muslims
would take to the streets to
stop the construction of a
temple had irked the parishad
leader. Such threats, he said,
had no impact on the VHP. “If
we are stopped physically, we
will do everything to defend
ourselves and carry on the
construction,” he said.

" The VHP wants an apology

from BMAC leaders Syed
Shahabuddin, Zafaryab Jilani
and Sultan Salauddin Owaisi
and will not talk to the action
committee otherwise.

Muslims are free to build a
mosque anywhere else, but “no

fore

('7\()4/1’\,

ng

one can remove the idol of
Ramlalla frem there and no
power in the world can prevent
the temple from coming upon”.

Acharya Kishore finds
nothing wrong with - theA
demolition of the mosque built
by Babar because it was a
symbol of an ifivader’s triumph
and hence of slavery. Muslims
should remember that they
were converts and could not
change their lineage even 1f
they wanted to.

Mr Katiyar, meanwhile is
reported to have roped in three
more Muslim leaders for the 13
January talks — Kazi Shagir
Ahmed Kadri of All India
Muslim - conference, Syed
Shahid Ali Rashid and Mr
Shaukat Karim of Patna.
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%  STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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MALDA dan. 8. “The
Kamtapun people in north
' Bengal will observe a financial
boycott by refusing to pay taxes
to the state government from
February,” the KPP president,
Mr Atul Roy, announced at a
rally in Habibpur today.

The boycott will continue till
the demand for Kamtapur
state is met, he said,

The KPP will start a
prolonged agitation by blocking
roads and rail tracks in north
Bengal. The date of commen-
of the proposed

| agitation is yet to be decided
| but door to door campaigning
. to garner support will begin
. shortly, Mr Roy said.

- for a separate state. The par-,

JMM leader Mr Sibu Soren,
addressed the rally and
supported the KPP's demand

(amtapuris
N ‘threaten'

ty’s state president, Mr Ajit
Prosad Mahato also supported
the demand for a separate Ka-
mtapur.

Criticising the police for its
atrocities on KPP supporters,
Mr Atul Roy said that
hundreds of party workers had |
been confined in jails illegally. !
He admitted the existence of |
the Kamtapur Liberation |
Organisation but denied that | .
the KPP had any relation with

the militant outfit.
Mr Roy said the intelligence
reports of KPP  being

dependent on the KLO for
funds collected by the latter !
through  extortions, were |
totally false. “Such allegations
were part of ‘a big CPI-M !
conspiracy, he added after a
brief silence. A large police
force was deployed by the
administration at the rally
grounds to maintain order. .~
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~Few takers for Dharm
Sansad nod to temple|

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8 -
Despite the VHP’s warlike
stand, few people in the Sangh
parivar are ready to accept that
the Dharma Sansad in Prayag
on 21 January would come up

with anything that could -

embarrass the NDA.

With Mr AB Vajpayee at the
Centre and his protege, Mr Raj-
nath Singh, in UP, very few
could take the risk of calling for
construction of the Ram
temple. One wrong decision
could lead to riots throughout
the country. Nobody in the
Sangh parivar is prepared to
take responsibility for it.

« Even RSS hardliners do not
buy the argument that the
Dharma Sansad will hit upon
anything concrete. A BJP

ALL-COMMUNITY MEET

* maintain the court verdict of

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8. — The |
Babari Masjid Action Commi- |
ttee (International) will hold :
an all-community conference |
here on 1 February to find !
ways for a negotiated set- |
tlement of the Ayodhya issue. |
The initiative is important as |
it comes after the failure of |
the BJP MP Mr Vinay Kati-

yars offer of talks with |
Muslim leaders. — SNS “

leader said that VHP leaders
knew about the government’s
predicament and they would
not do anything “to make
matters worse”.

The BJP acted tough by
saying that the UP government
would take action when

needed. In other worlls, the
state government would act to

status quo about the disputed
site. The party stood by Mr
Vajpayee’s statement that
there were only two ways to
build the temple, court verdict
or negotiations, Mr Jana
Krishnamurthy said.

The sants are supposed to
take an independent stand at
the Dharma Sansad. But some
senior VHP leaders said the
sants would not do anything
without taking them into
confidence. Mr Ashok Singhal, .
held in great esteem by the
sants, has already announced
that the decision to construct
the temple has been taken. The

sants would have to announce
the date for starting theé '
construction, he has said. ‘



“VHP refuses to relent, Babri

panel threaten
A .

THE STAGE is set for a direct confrontation between
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the All India
Babri Masjid Action Committee (AIBMAC) with the
two sides sticking to their guns and showing no inten-
tion to resolve the vexed problem through a dialogue.
- Parishad leader Ashok Sinighal reiterated that tem-
ple construction dates would be announced at the
Dharma Sansad in Allahabad on Jamuary 20-21. On
the other Hand, firebrand AIBMAC leaders Zafaryab
Jilani and Mohammed Azam Khan threatened that
the community would physicaily prevent any move by
the VHP to start construction at the disputed site in
Ayodhya "without caring for the consequences”.

The two leaders said confrontation is inevitable if
the VHP began construction of the temple and, in that
situation, they would not be in a position to ask
Muslims to restrain themselves and maintain peace
and communal harmony. "If the, situation goes out of
hand", said Mr Jilani, "Hindus would be the worst suf-
ferer as they were in majority".

Talking to reporters on Sunday, Singhal ruled out
the possibility of finding a solution to the dispute
through negotiations between Hindu and Muslim
leaders. "Talks have already failed thrice in the past

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, January 7

s showdown

(o~ &6

mainly because of the rigi%()lttitude of (Ql;‘ Muslim
leaders", the VHP leader said. He challenged the
AIBMAC to provide evidence to establish that any
mosque existed at the disputed site before 1528.

Mr Singhal's logic was that since Babar was an
"intruder”, the only solution to the Ayodhya dispute
was that the "trespassers” should withdraw their claim.

Replying to a question, Mr Singhal said the first
floor of the proposed temple was ready and stones and
pillars required for it had been carved out. A meeting
of the Marg Darshak Mandal would be held in
Allahabad on January 19 followed by the two-day
Dharma Sansad. ‘

On the other hand, Mr Jilani and Mr Khan accused
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee of encouraging
the VHP by making provocative statements. The
Prime Minister's comment that temple construction
was a reflection of national sentiment smacked of the
"two-nation theory." It was also "an insult to the over
20 crore Muslims who were against temple construc-
tion". -

Dubbing Mr Vajpayee as the "first Hindu Prime
Minister” of the country, they set two conditions for
restarting talks with the Hindu leaders. These are:
removal of the idols from the disputed site and main-
tenance of the status quo of August 15, 1947, at the
disputed site. See also Page 9
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qw Ds\lw FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 7: Hardliners today lined the tortuous road leading
up to the Ayodhya talks with tough posturing. A belligerent Vishwa
Hindu Parishad declared that the Ram temple would come up at the
disputed site “no matter what” and an equally fiery All-India Babri
:Masjid Action Committee threatened “consequences more danger-
-ous than those seen in the post-Babri mosque demolition period”.
Striking a posture tougher than the one adopted by Acharya Giri-
raj Kishore, VHP chief Ashok Singhal today waved away as point-
:less the talks set up between Bajrang Dal chief Vinay Katiyar and
-the principal litigant in the Ram temple controversy, Hashim Ansari,
‘Iater this week. Three rounds held during PV, Narasimha Rao’s
tenure had been to little avail, he said, and there was no reason to see
light at the end of the tunnel now.
' BMAC spokesman Zafaryab Jilani voiced a similarly tough line
:after the urgent meeting this afternoon. Pointing out “no concrete
- outcome” could be expeoted from the talks, he said the only way to
‘resolve the temple tangle was by a court settlement.
" Throwing caution to the winds, Jilani warned there wouldbe
stiff resistance if the VHP surged ahead with #¥censtruction plans.

talks

two reasons why he ha

only a year ago.

hardened stand.
y

VHP bent on building temple, Babri panel vo t resict

Hardline hit on Ayodhy

> mrRompaces

Singhal said in Luckno
dharam sansad’s decision would |
be binding on the VHP, There are |‘
adopted {
not wish

A S
this stance. One, he does
to send out any signal to Sangh !
hardliners that the VHP is sud- [
den’%‘y relenting on the issue. i
. Two and more important |
Singhal is determined to genctia:)rllltt’ !
t]}e message to Muslim b
given that the All Ind
. Masjid Action Committee and the !
All India Muslim Personal Law
Board has already taken g defiant
stand — that the VHP does not seg |
any future for the talks, ]
) But the fact remm i
Vmay Katiyar is the Bajrang Dal :
chle_f and the group is quite active, i
having taken a strong stand quy- |
ing the anti-Christian campaign i

Since Katiyar himself is goi ;
Fo take'part in the exchangg?eug i
ideas with Ansari it does indicate |
that w}}at Kishore is now sayingis |
more like tough posturing. Kati-
Yyar also may hold his ground dur-
Ing the talks and adopt a similar

initiative
-\ . &l
Any such attempt would lead to a renewal o lénce, which could
be of ascale larger than that seen in the demolition aftermath, he
threatened.

The spokesman said if such a train of events was sparked off, the

entire responsibility would lie with the Centre and the Uttar
Pradesh government. He added that Ansari had not been authorised

to hold talks. :

Jilani urged se¢tiar parties, including BJP allies, to adopt resolu-
tions in Parliament §nd the Assenibly, requesting the Supreme Court
and the high court tt'speed up the temple dispute cases. He said ef-
forts should be made to end litigation in a year so that curtain could
be rung down on the controversy.

In Mathura, Kishere, too, sounded adamant, making it clear that
it was the responsibility of Islamic groups to adopt a conciliatory ap-
proach to the talks. He added that the temple would be constructed.
at the disputed site yégardless of the talks. '

The VHP has all &long said — despite Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s Kumarakon musings on the need to maintain status quo
on the temple — that it will decide construction dates at its dharam

sansad later this month.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 »
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Babri: Basu
claims proof of

Sangh hand

W \J
HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 2 ﬂf.’\\

JYOTI BASU will present t& the
Liberhan Commission “documen-
tary evidence” that he feels will
establish the Sangh Parivar’s hand

in the demoliti f, the Bapri
Masjid. QrOQ_L‘(J"W" aﬁm

The former Chief Minister! has
been asked to appear before the
commission on January 29.

Basu told the audience at the
inauguration of the Sixty-First
Annual Session of the Indian
History Congress here that a
recording of the then Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Kalyan Singh’s
“overjoyous reaction” to the kar
sevaks’ action would be an integral
part of his evidence.

Kalyan, according to Basu, had
said: “While the contractors would
have taken one-and-a-half months
to bring down the Babri structure
{dhancha), the kar sevaks had

accomplished the task in a mere five

hours.” Basu alleged that even as

the “entire nation” knew that the |

Masjid was pulled down, Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
“consciously chosen to remain igno-
rant about the heinous act”.

“The structure was not pulled
down, but it collapsed. It was an
accident, and not an organised exer-
cise. Vajpayee told this to me per-
sonally,” said Basu.

He added: “I am equally upset to
find that the voice of historians who
refuse to toe the Government line is
being stultified. I have in mind the
Towards Freedom episode when the
volumes edited by two of the coun-
try’s leading historians Sumit Sarkar
and K N Pannikar were unceremo-
niously withdrawn. There is wide-
spread suspicion that these volumes
were not published because they
contained documents that indicate
the anti-national role of the RSS
and other sectarian organisations
during our glorious freedom strug-
gle. The Government should clear

T

this suspicion,”
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 NEW DELHI, Jan. 1. — Back
i to the capital from his year-end
. break, the Prime Minister has
" taken on the Opposition and
the media, charging both with
misinterpreting his recent
statements on Ayodhya.
Taking a strong line against
. hig critics inside and outside

Parliament and arguing that

his position on Ayodhya has

remained unchanged, Mr Atal

Behari Vajpayee said the law

would take its course in the

dispute. Organisations should

“not try to disturb the status
quo; medieval wrongs can't be
set right by similar modern
follies, he said.

The Prime Minister’s comm-
ent appears in a two-part art-
icle — My Musings From Kum-
arakom — he wrote during his
break. It was released to “selec-
ted” news organisations, the
PMO said, and the news agen-
cies were given a “summary”..

The article says Mr Vajpayee’s
: comment that Ayodhya was an
expression of national sentiment
was misintrepreted. The remark
gave a “harder line” taint to Mr
Vajpayee. His new year contri-
bution to the debate repeatedly
seeks to change the perception.

“The status quo on Kashi,
Mathura and other disputed
: places of worship must remain

undisturbed. Far from indica-
ting Hindu society’s weakness,
this will show the strength of
our national ethos of tolerance
and religious harmony,” the
article says.

ya

note when it argues that the
“demolition” of the “structure”
in Ayodhya in 1992 was a
violation of the law and was
against Hindu ethos.

The Prime Minister finds fault
with commentators for ignoring
grammar while analysing his
earlier statements. “What is
overlooked is the past tense I
had consciously used in my sta-
tement. In my reply to the deb-
ate in the Rajya Sabha, I had

clearly stated that although the

movement for the construction
of a Ram Temple was an expre-
ssion of our national sentiment,
this sentiment became narrow,
and its inclusive character be-
came restrictive, because of the
unfortunate demolition of the
disputed mosque structure on 6
December 1992.” He finds more
faults with critics. Stating he
had consciously not commented
on the issue for the past three

years, he says he is “sad to note.

that when I was constrained to
speak on the subject after the
Opposition stalled Parliament’s
proceedings for three days in a
row, my comments were twisted
and turned for no other reason
but to gain political advantage.”

He writes that he hopes his
comprehensive replies to the de-
bate in both the Houses would
end the controversy had been
belied.

“I must confess that I am pain-
ed by some of the comments, ob-
servations and speculations in
the aftermath of the recent dev-
elopments in Parliament. My
political adversaries are entitled

to disagree with me, but they

folly

) o™ (00
It strikes an even stronger will not be able to see any incon-

PM warns Hindu
hawks against
Ayodh

&l

sistency in my views on the Ayo-
dhya issue,” he says.

The media have been criticised
too. “Overnight I was transform-
ed by a section of the media and
the political class from a ‘mo-
derate’ to a “hardliner’. ‘Vajpa-
yee unmasked’, they said, con-
veniently masking the fact that
my long stint in public life is an
open book. Worse still, a camp-
aign was launched to create mis-
givings about me in the minds of
our minority brethren.”

As for solutions to Ayodhya,
he argues the dispute can be
solved either judicially or
through talks. His government,
he says, will be constitutionally
bound by the court verdict.

Mr Vajpayee, however, argued
judicial verdict “doesn’t foreclose
the need for negotiations in a
non-governmental and non-
political framework”. The article
emphasises the need for “cond-
ucive social atmosphere” for im-
plementing the court’s verdict.

But there are some comforts for
Mr Vajpayee’s hardline friends.
Extolling Ram’s stature in Indian
“culture”, he writes “(it's) no won-
der...the movement for construct-
ion of a Ram temple at Ayodhya
struck a supportive chord in
more than one political party.”

He argues Rajiv Gandhi’s ac-
tions in Ayodhya was proof of the
“movement’s” support. Rajivji ev-
en started the Congress’s 1989
poll campaign near Ayodhya
with a promise to usher in Ram
Rajya. He then makes a more
contentious reference — Ram
Rajya was also “Mahatma
Gandhi’s dream.”
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