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/S'/nap ties with Ulfa & KLO

“betore talks, CM tells KPP

AT N
HT Correspondent N
Siliguri, July 15 ‘\‘! 3\\! Y

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee today made it
clear that the State Government
would not hold talks with the
Kamtapur People’s Party unless
it severed ail links with the Ulfa
and Kamtapur Liberation Organ-
isation. “We will not allow North
Bengal to become another
Asgsam,” he said.

Speaking at a function organ-
ised by the Darjeeling District
Left Front on the concluding day
of his North Bengal visit, the
Chief Minisier held the KPP
responsible for “inviting the ter-
ror of KL.O and Ulfa to North Ben-

~ \ gal”. He alleged the\KPP of aiding

the KL.O in exhortakion crimes in
North Bengal. KLO Activists, who
are in Bhutan, are, launching
attacks in North Bengal with the
help of the Ulfa, ke said.

Stating that the Government
was ready to hold talks with the
KPP Buddhadeb said, “The KPP
has to choose between the two —
their relationship with the Ulfa
and KLO, or talks. There is no
point in having talks amidst vio-
lence.” He however made no
mention of KPP’s demands for
language status and separate
Statehood. The Chief Minister
held the KPP responsible for the
backwardness of the Rajbonsis.
“The KPP is merely resorting to

violence in the name of develop-
ing the Rajhonsis,” he said.

PTI quotes KPP presidegt, Atul
Roy as saying, “The Chief Minis-
ter is wrong if he thinks that KPP
has relations with the KLO"”. He
said the KPP would talk with the
Government if it released the 200
imprisoned KPP leaders.

Switching to the Trinamool
Congress accusation that the
Assembly polls were rigged, he
challenged the Opposition party
1o even go to the Supreme Court
to prove their claim. Without
naming Trinamool chief Mama-
ta Banerjee, Buddhadeb said the
Trinamool had insulted the peo-
ples” verdict by stalling proceed-
ings in the House. After inaugu-

rating a police housing-complex at
Dabgram, he asked the police to be
friendlier with the people. All
policemen would alsa he brought
under life insurance scheme soon.
the chief minister announced. He
had attended a meeting of the
Uttar Banga Unnayan Parishad in
Coochbehar yesterdav.

He said the State Government
would lay emphasis on agro-based
industries in North Bengal. Lam-
basting the Centre for its anti-poor
stance, the Chief Minister reiter-
ated that the State Government
would continue with ration sys-
tem even if the Union Govern-
ment withdraws it.

He promtsed 600,000 hew jobs to
the State in the next five years.
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“Telengana

A

BJP threat nvei Statehood

HT Correspondent
Hyderabad. June 10

BJP LEADERS from Telenguna
are sore gver the party president
Jana Krishnamurthi's statement
ruling ouf a scparate State for
their region. Senior leaders.
including two MPs and one MLA,
have reporrediy threatened to
quit the party if the high com-
mand continued to “ignore the
genuine aspirations of the peo-
pie of Telengana™.

Medak MIP' A Narendra and a
senior leader have threatened to
form a separate forum to fight for
the Telengana cause. He
announced that a meeting of
senior leaders of the region will
be held at Medak on June 14
where they will finalise their
stand and the same would be con-
veyed to the high command.
“The State unit is prepared w go
against the Central leadership on
the issue,” he said. )

The BJP leaders are worried
that there might be an exodus of
cadres 1¢ the newlv-formed
Telengana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) as TRS president K Chan-
drasekhar Rao had given warn-
ing signal by saving on Fridayv
that a number of top BJP leaders
were in touch with him,

The TRS has already got a

boost as hundreds of workers
from various parties, including
the BJP the Congress and the
TDPR have joined it.

Taking the party leaders’
revolt into consideration, the
BJP central leadership has
directed national vice-president
V Ramsrao te pacify the disgrun-
tled leaders,

Meanwhile, the State unit is
preparing the ground to sell the
changed decision on Telengana
to the rank and file. In an article
published in the latest tssue of
“Jana Sandesh™ (Telugu), the
official mouthpiece, the party
admitted for the first time that
remaining in power at the Centre
was more important than fulfill-
ing the electoral promises made
to the Telengana people. “If the

e

BJF exerts pressure on the Chan-
drababu Naidu Government for a
separate Telengana State, the Jat-
ter may withdraw support to the
NDA Government, resulting in
its fall,” it argued.

The article further said that -
Andhra's ruling party was total- |

ly opposed to bifurcation of the
State and will not think twice
hefore wirhdrawing support to
the Vajpavee Government, The
article advised the cadres not to
fall prey to the sinister political
game of the Congress and the
TRS. .

In a related move aimed at
stemining the separatist agita-
tion, the Naidu Government has
decided to strictly implement a
1985 Government order regard-
ing reservation of jobs for the
people of Telengana. The order
was issned by the then TDP Gov-
ernment, headed by NT Rama
Rao, after it was discovered that
over 60,000 jobs which should
have been given to the people of
Telengana were actually given o

people from other regions. Non- .

implementation of the order was
one of the main issues of the
TRS. TRS leader Chandrasekhar
Rao had charged that the people
of Telengana lost several lakh

jobs as the Government order |

was hever implemented.
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/fOLITICS OF SEPARATISM
é\rf\c Naidu grapples with Telengana W b

OVERNMENT order 613, issued by NT Rama Rac\in

1985, may prove to be a tricky proposition fyr
Chandrababu Naidu in the context of growing demands for a
separate Telengana state. The order apparently pertains to
reserving government jobs for people from the region. One
can understand why this obscure order that has apparently
lain fallow for a number of years should suddenly become an
issue now to the extent that Mr Naidu’s home minister says
it will be implemented without taking his superior inte
confidence. Separate statehood for Telengana has already -
seen the emergence of the Telengana Raksha Samiti floated
by former TDP deputy speaker K Chandrashekhar Rae and
of a Telengana Congress Forum which has 41 MLAs and is
putting pressure on Sonia Gandhi. The state unit of the BJP
does not need to be converted, Telengana goes along with the
philosophy of smaller states that the party has both preached
and practised, even though former president Bangaru
Laxman, respecting coalition imperatives, asked the state
unit to keep its mouth shut for the time being, in return for
which Naidu allotted it a piece of prime real estate on which .
to build its headquarters, However, the bad example is being
set by Chandrashekhar Rao who held a reasonably successful
rally at Karimnagar last month. A demand for development
can easily lead to one for separate statehood,

The difficulties with the order in question are obvious. One,
it interferes with the principle of administrative autonomy by
placing unreasonable restrictions on recruitment and causing
fairly large-scale displacements, two, it creates an atmos-
phere of exclusion against people who are not from Telen-
gana, which, in turn, is bound to foster separatist sentiments.
Mr Naidu is right in putting his foot down. The question of a
separate Telengana identity should not be dealt with as long
as other political mechanisms can be envisaged. There are
the Naxalites, but they are not asking for statehood, they
want the rights of agricultural labourers, which goes to show
the complexity of the issue. Most of those now calling for a
separate state are part of the problem, not the solution. The

agitation.for the implementation of GO 613 launched by the
n%ted officers probably has its roots in this fallacy. ./
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ELENGANA. THE

demand for Statchood

for this backward region

of Andhra Pradesh has
risen once again. There had
been a lull for years since the
violent agitations of 1969-70 and
1972-73, But the creation of the
three new States of [harkhand,
Chhatisgarh and Uttaranchal las
vear has revived the issue.

But the political parties in
Andhra Pradesh are pulling in
different directions. The TDP
and the Left have taken a clear
stand opposing the State’s
bifurcation, the Congress(l) is a
house divided and the BIP is in
a fix as its high command does
not approve of the State unit’s
Kakinada resolution favouring
Statehood for Telengana.

The new player is the
Telengana Rash-ra Samithi {TRS)
floated by Mr. K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, who resigned as Deputy
Speaker of the Assembly. tie
received a shot ‘n the arm when
thousands turned up at a TRS
rally at Karimnagar on May 17,
forcing sceptics to sit up and

- take note of his attacks on the

Congress([} and the BJP, whom
he describes as villaing number
one and two, and the TDP
Government for doing injustice
to Telengana. Sensing his
growing popularity, many
smaller parties and even a
Congress(l) MLA, Mr. R. Papa
Rao. have made a beeline for the
TRS.

Fearing erosion of their
peolitical base, 41 Congress{l}
MLAs from the region revived
the Telengana Congress(D)
Legistators Forum and
threatened to sit as a separate
bloc in the Assembly if the high
command did not endorse their

. demand. The AICC is, however,

in no hurry having appointed a
committee headed by Mr.

. Pranab Mukherjee to look into

similar demands for smaller
States by various PCCs.

The Telengana MLAs have the
tacit support of the APCC
president, Mr. M. Satyanarayana
Rao, a former leader of the
Telengana movement, who has
written to the AICC urging it to
take an early decision. This will
be no casy task as party seniors

i stich as Mr. Kotla Vijayabhaskara

Reddy favour an integrated State
and would not like the party to
renege on the six-point formula,

. a settlement hammered out by

Indira Gandhi ard accepted by
Congress(I) leaders from both
regions.

The TDP is convinced that the
issue of separatism has been
raked up by out-of-power

! Congressmen as part of a deep-

rocted design to sullv the image
of the Chief Minister, Mr. N.
Chandrababu Naidu “The

Congress() wakes up to the
reality that Telengana is
backward only after it loses
clections. The party is
responsible for the backwardness
of Telengana as it has stood to
gain politically by keeping
people poor and illiterate,”” Mr.
Naidu alleged at the TDP's
annual conference, Mahanaduy,
held ar Visakhapatnam from
May 27 to 28

Shedding its initial hesitancy,
the TDP Government went into
overdrive providing sops for the
region. Mr. Naidu announced
compietion of the Rs. 1,400-crore
Sriramsagar irrigation project
{Stage-I) within two years,
advanced the date of releasing
water into the Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) to July 31 to
irrigate 25,000 to 30,000 acres
and stalled the sale of the Nizam
Sugar Factory (N5F) to private

Political parties
in Andhra Pradesh
are pulling in different
directions on the
Telengana issue.
The TDP has opposed
the State's bifurcation
while the Congress(l)
is a house
divided, writes
S. Nagesh Kumar.

parties,

At the Mahanaadu, Mr. Naidu
claimed his Government had
done more for the backward
areas’ development in five years
than all the Congress(l) regimes
in 30 years. It had allocated Rs.
3,320 crores for the World Bank-
aided A. P. Econaniic
Restructuring Project (APERP)
and Rs. 3,500 crores for the
poverty alleviation programme,
with most of these funds going
ta Telengana. "Only the TDP
Government is in a position to
develop Telengana because of
the rappert it has established
with the World Bank and the
Centre, No other party can get
s¢ much money far the State,”
ke added.

But the TRS' contention is that
the spirit of the six-point
formula has been violated by
successive Governments. A
Governiment Order issuced by the
NTR Government in December
1587 for repatriation of 58,952
Andhra employees from
Telangana had not been
implemented so far. Mr. Naidu's
bias against Telengana is cvident
from his exertions to get a
revival package from the Centre
for the Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant without showing a similar
interest for the Fertilizer
Corporation’s sick unit in
Ramagundam, it alleges.

The TRS says the Andhra
region had used more than 600
tmcft of Krishna water compared
to its share of 422 tmcft. Yet,
some more projects were being
built across the Krishna to

SR .
3,%,\5/D|V|ded Oon a separation

SURFING,
AFTER ALL

1S o PROBLEM
FoR oUR BpSe

benelit the coastal Andhra
districts. The reference is to the
Pulichintala project, a focal peint
of the current controversy as the
Congress{ly and TRS are
demanding that work be
stopped. The Government says
Pulichintala is a balancing
reservoir which will provide 20
tmcefr of water to the Bheema
project in Telengana hesides
stabilising the ayacut in the
tailend areas of the
Nagarjunasagar project. The
Congress(i] and the TRS contend
that the project is aimed at
providing water for the third
crop in the Andhra districts
while submerging the existing
ayvacut under the Nagarjunasagar
lett canal in Telengana.

Recently, four Congressil
MILAs from Nalgonda led a large
group to the project office at
Nemalipuri village and destroyed
records and maps. In response,
other Congress(h) and TDP
leaders closed ranks to protest
against the politicisation of the
project by their counterparts in
Telengana.

The Congress(l) is so divided
that two MLAs from Telengana
exchanged heated words with
their party colleagues at the CLP
office in full view of relevision
carncras.As for Mr. Naidu, he
presides over a well-knit party
organisation which elected him
as TDP president for the fourth
successive term at the
Visakhapatnam Mahanaadu

where there was no discordapt
note on Telengana. :
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Ashok Das

Hla’erabad Mav 25

THE DEMAND for scparate
statehood for Telengana region is
gradually picking up. The Telen-
gana region, which comprises i0
districts including Hyderabad
and accounts for 40 per cent of
the State’s toral landmass and
population, is one of the most
hackward regions of the country

The newly formed Telengana
Rashtra Samithi (TKS) is spear-
heading the movement this time.
K Chandrasekhar Ra«, a senior
Telugu Desam leader and former
deputy Speaker in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly, resigned his
post to form the TRS with the
sole aim of achieving statehocd
for Telengana.

Rao claims that his organisa-
rion has enrolled 18 lakh mem-
bers in a span of four weeks - a
feat for any political outfit. The
first public meeting of TRS at
Karimnagar was a grand suceess
by all accounts. Rao wants to
carry the movement ta the other
districts bv highlighting prob-
lems of the region, where farmers
have been selling their produce at
throwaway prices and some of
themn have been driven to.suicide.

Two major Naxalite groups,
the putlawed Peoples War Group
(PWG) and the Janashakti, sup-
port the separate State demand.

The Naxalites have jssued ulti-
matums to leaders and workers of
the TDP and its ally BJI' in Telen-
gana distrirts to resign from their
parties. Last week they killed the
BJP district unit president of
Nizamahad and another senior
BJP functionary in Medak.

The TRS has succeeded in
attracting people from ali poliri-
cal parties. A Congress MLA,
Papa Rao, has joined it, daring

his party leadership to take
action against him. Many mid-
dle-level BJP leaders have joined
the TRS.

When K Chandrasekhar Rao
resigned to fight for Telengana,
no political leader worth his
name gave him half a chance.
They said the situation was not
conducive for a statehood move
ment and wrote him off political-
v But the suceess of TRS shows
the people feel strongly about the
isstes Ran is talking about, such
as injustices to Telengana by suc-
cessive Governments. Rao calls
the Congress and BJP as enemy
MNo. Land NO. 2 of Telengana.

The ruling TDP is obviously
worriod. After initially dismiss-
ing the TRS as a non-startet, the
party is now laboricusiy trying
to rebut the charges made by
Raa.

The BJP is facing an internal
turmeil  with  one  section
demanding a separate State.
Party leaders from Telengana.
particularly MPs Jitendar Reddy
and Narendra, want the party to
tultill its electnral pledge to the
Telengana people. Narendra even
walked out from the BJP execu-
tive meeting protesting against
the party’'s delayving ractics.

Similarly the Congress is a
divided house. The PCC presi-
dent, Satvanarayan Rao, who is
from Telengana, has refused to
take action against Papa Rao.
Congress legislators have met
Sonta Gandhi to demand a sepa-
rate PCC for Telengana, as a pre-
lude to statehood. But senior
(‘ongzees leaders like CWC mem-
her Sarciini Pulla Reddy are
firmiy against ¢creating a sepa-
rate PCC for Telengana.

{Chief Minister N Chan

drababu Naidu is opposed
dividing Andhra Pradesh.
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The KPP threat is
far from over

Kinsuk Basu
Kolkata, Moy 16

IT'S OVER for now. The threat
from Kamtapuris has scemingly
eone down the Teesta. The KPP,
with its claim of being the only
platform voicing the ‘true’ senti-
ments of the ‘people of the land',
has drawn a blank and worst
still. irs Jeader Arul Roy has lost
by a margin of some 20,000 votes.

The 25-0 score line should be
satistying for the Left Front. The
Kamtapuri movement, as many
would love to believe. has been
nipped in the bud.

Not really though. The defeat
was aimed at ensuring that
North Bengal remained a prab-
lem spot — at least for some time
—-- with tea planters and traders
finding it tougher than before to
carry onwiih their business, The
restlessness would ensure Kam-
tapuri Liberation Organisation
militants et the much-desired
apportunity to meet the exponses
reguived for raining from Ulfa.

The KPP can do little to turn
the tables. The KLO top brass
believes it brings in the cash to
keep the movement ticking and it

ATUL ROY

reguired, can even oust Roy and
send him packing to oblivion.

It has happened in the past.
beginning July 1999, KLO men
abducted Roshan Lal Garg from
f.atabari Tea Estate in Central
Dooars and returned him in Feb-
ruary next vear after his family
coughed up a huge ransom.

The next to be abducred was
Naresh Das. a businessinan trom
Baropbhisa in Kumargram. The
two successful attempts evident-
Iy brought money for the move-
ment besides putting the police
in 4 tizzy

The button thus pressed feund

PHE HINDU~™ o

WA

\ e
its worst expression)iater when
KLO members gumned down
CPI M) district commitiee mem-
ber Pranesh Pal at Barobhisa
and set three houses on fire. The
killings continued in parts of
Moynaguri. Dhupguri  and
Kumargram, sending shivers
down the spine of the district
administration and tea planters,
who even planned to bring ina
private force for safety.

By then it was clear that the
demand for recognition of the
Kamtapuri language wus a garb
for militant activities of those in-
spired by terrorism. Such att-
empts at vielence did not under-
standably go down well with most
Kamtapuris who sought reprieve
from decades of deprivation but
could not realiy wust Roy and his
men for an alternarive.

The Rajbanshis seemed trifle
convinced with the idea of a sep-
arate State sans any blueprint for
development or economic inde-
pendence. Their rejection has left
the Kamtapuri leadership in a
peculiar fix - whether worsiue-
cumnh to the KLO's words or re
group itself to understand the

key issues affecting their ]lEj}lt‘/
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IGANA
\S\V Refuge of dissident politicians " (/o

AUNCHING of the Telengana Rashtra Samiti by the dis-
siden®\, Telugu Desam leader and Deputy Speaker of the
Andhra desh Assembly, M Chandrasekhar Rao, after re-
signing his‘post and membership of the party, is unlikely to
set the Krishna or the Godavari on fire. The demand for a
separate Telengana state is as old as the formation of the °
composite Andhra Pradesh in 1956. Of its three regions —
Coastal Andhra, Rayalaseema and Telengana — the last is
the most neglected, which explains why eight of its 10 dis-
tricts have come under the sway of Naxalites belonging to the
People’s War Group. Telengana in fact existed as a separate
state for four years, though not under that name, till Andhra
Pradesh was formed. The Telengana Rashtra Samiti (TRS}
with its own roge-coloured flag with a map of Telengana upon
it, has provided a platform for faded leaders and disgruntled
elements. The BJP, which believes in the principle of smaller
states, could not ignore the demand of the people of
Telengana but as long as it depends on the support of the
Telugu Desam for survival, it dare not encourage the TRS.
Telengana has better claim to statehood than any of the
newly created states. Two mighty rivers, the Krishna and the
Godavari, flow through its arid districts but successive gov-
ernments have failed to implement any project to irrigate the
region which continues to remain backward. Mari Channa
Reddy led two bloody agitations for separate Telengana in the
_late sixties and early seventies but gave them up on being
‘ rehabilitated by Indira Gandhi with gubernatorial posts.
More recently, Sonia Gandhi quelled a movement for a sepa-
rate Telengana Pradesh Congress Committee by appointing
its leaders, M Satyanarayana Rao, the APCC president.
Chandrasekhar Rao developed love for a separate Telengana
only after Chandrababu Naidu dropped him from his Cabinet
and made him the Deputy Speaker of the Assembly.
Telengana deserves better leaders with commitment and
determination to the cause they profess./,
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“Uttaranchal

gets special
(71 status

LS

STAT;SMAN NEWS SERVICE

1

NEW \DELHI, May 2. -~ The
Union\Cabinet today conferred
special status to Uttaranchal,
the 11th state to be accol ded
the status, following the rec-
ommendations of the Planning
Commission.

With the special status under
its belt, the state will bhecome
eligible for allocation of larger
central assistance on maore lib-
eral terms.

Ninety per cent of the central
assistance to the state from
now will be treated as grant
limiting only 10 per cent to
that of loan.

Briefing the media after the
Cabinet meeting, the parlia-
mentary affairs minister, Mr
Pramod Mahajan, said the
state has been given special
status in accordance with the
Gradgil formula, which has laid
out guidelines for according
such status.

Hilly and diffieult terrain, low
population density, strategic
location, economic and infra-
structural backwardness and
non-viable nature of state fi-
nances are among the criteria
for providing special status to a
state.

Soon after the state’s crea-
tion, the chief minister, Mr Ni-
tyanand Swami, had been
pressing for special status with
the deputy chairman of the
Planning Commission, Mr K C
Pant.

After examining the case
carefully, Mr Pant had favour-
ably recommended the case to
the Cabinet.

The other special category
states are Assam, Nagaland,
Jammu and Kashmir, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Manipur, Me-
ghalaya, Tripura, Sikkim,
Arunachal  Pradesh and

y‘oram. K
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Dy Speaker

quits over i
Telengana State

—

Ashok Das
Hyvderabad. April 27
K CHANDRASEEHAR
resigned as Deputy Spea
Andhra Pradesh Assce
The d:
MLA &
resigned {rom the TDE
Rao launched the T
Rashilra Samithi for of
separate State of Tela:
resignation, on rae eve
chavat elections, coubd -t
aguationms in Telengans,
Former Speakes (0N
Ruo, former MP M Nar
ady, former MLA N
Reddy and former I
Mavor A Satvanarav
among those who jol
Lingang Rashtra s

ackward  Telanganas
ich hias been naglecrte
cessive Goverinmenss
the Chandrababu Mathdu ey

Chandrasekhar Rao said ¢
the Telangana Rashira Sam
would mobilise the peo
Telangana to achieve s
Starte for their resion. T o move:
mer woeuld hea pencet; :
there would be 0o place
lenee, come what ma

He said that the Tl
Rashtra Samithi would see
pursue its movement in o domoe:
ratic mannen

The four-term lesislaror {orn

FANDRABABL NAIDU

prescint regime for
wobiems of the
that the move-
e l'clangana had
o nmber of polit-
vy the reglon. He
ar eoirical of the role
. a3 and  the
Jarara Party. which .
et sincere in their com-
Aol ter @ oseparate Telan-

T

ar Rao, Trans-
Uing 1986-499, was
o ror the Chandrababu
<ominisiry atter the 1999
elections. He was
1w Deputy Speaker but
suldd hardiv placate him
ne tiened a dissident over
HERTES] - He also created
apendy eriticising the
mitster for the unprece-
1 hike” lasr
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> GNLF calls off

indefinite bandh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DARJEELING, April 17. - The
GNLF leadership has, “under
serious protest”, called off the
indefinite bandh in the three
hill sub-divisions of Darjeeling
distriet from tomorrow, The de-
cision was taken today after

. the GNLF supremo, Mr Subash

Ghisingh, met senior leaders of
the party’s three branch com-
mittees.

Mr Ghisingh announced that
as the state government failed
to arrest those who had mas-
terminded the 10 February at-
tack on him, the DGHC would
now “take up the case”.

Party leaders said the
DGHC's decision to take up the
matter was aimed at putting
pressure on the state govern-
ment to transfer the home de-
partment to the council - a de-
mand which has been raised on
several occasions.

The impending Assembly poll
has apparently prompted the
GNLF leadership to call off the
bandh. The decision was an-
nounced at a public rally in
Chowk Bazar here this after-
noon. Though the meeting was
organised by the party leader-
ship, Mr Ghisingh was absent.

The leaders said bandh was
called off to break the deadlock

created by the failure of the
state government to arrest
those who had masterminded
the conspiracy against Mr Ghi-
singh and also to discharge the
constitutional duty of the
DGHC.
The decision was taken after
Mr Ghisingh appealed to
GNLF leaders to call off the
strike to assess the present sit-
uation in the hills and decide
on the next course of action.
Mr Ghisingh reportedly ex-
pressed concern over terrorist
activities at Tinkataria in Ka-

limpong in November 2000 and
the plot agajsst him in Febru-

_ary.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

| DARJEELING, April 14, -
" The GNLF leadership today
announced that the six-day-old
" hill bandh would continue.
However, it would be relaxed
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. tomorrow
to enable the
people to buy
provisions and

CM PLEA FAILS

ill bandh

8-hr

“breather

were arrested,

Life remained paralysed in
the region today. Two ambu-
lances were atiacked in kur-
seong and an attempt was

‘made to torch a jeep. Bandh

supporters claimed that one
ambulance was carryving pas-
sengers.

An attempt
was made to

3

'no further re-  past two days to call off the

students and ' DARJEELING, April 14, - |
stranded tou- | The chief minister and the |
rists to leave ' state chief secretary have
town, been requesting Mr Ghi-

“T'nere will be | singh over the phone for the

* laxation... in fu- | bandh. But their attempts

ture,” the presi- ' have failed. Lalkuthi sour-
dent of GNLF’s | ces said here today that Mr
Darjeeling! Ghisingh had told them
branch commit- | that the decision lay with
tee, Mr Dipak | the GNLF's three branch

i market

open shaps in
Kalimpong
this
morning (the

"weekly mar-

" ket

sits on
Sundayvs). But
shutters were
downed with-
in an hour af-
ter bandh
supporters de-

¢ Gurung, said.

“on the instructions of party
supremo Mr Subash Ghi-
gingh. In a statement re-
leased to the press this after-
noon, the party's three
branch committees — at Dar-
Jeeling, Kurseong and Kalim-
pong — said that “most of the
main conspirators and cul-
prits (responsible for the at-
tack on Mr Ghisingh on 10
February) are at large, which
is most regrettable. However,
in view of public inconven-
ience and for the benefit of
stranded tourists and stu-
dents, it was resolved that
the bandh would be relaxed”.
Mr Gurung said the bandh
would continue till the mas-
terminds behind, the attack

. committees who had called
The decision | the bandh. — SNS
has been taken — — — . _ __

manded that
: shops be
_ _ closed.

Mr Gurung denied that par-
ty supporters were behind the
bomb blast near the Darjeel-
ing Circuit house last night.
“Attempis are being made 10
malign the party by accusing
the party of being responsible
for the blast,” he said.

Two persons who were in-
jured have been admitted to
the Darjeeling sadar hospital.

Police patrolling on - the
streets has intensified ana all
police stations put on alert, a
senior police officer sajd.
Posters which had Appeared
on the walls of Cldowk Bazar
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/ADVANTAGE GHISINGH
Aborted attack kills Dp Bsition cﬁmpalgn

F the GNLF was in the mood Yo celebrate Gorkhalan
Foundation Day with great fanfare, il was not only because
heir leader was safe after the aborted attack on his life on 10

out. It gives Subash Ghisingh all the oplions in the assembly
election — whether to stick with the CPI-M with which he
has had a tacit understanding or to move closer to Trinamul
purely for tactical reasons. He has kept both Alimuddin
Street and Mamata Banerjee guessing. The CPI-M has field-
ed candidates in the hills only because it is part of an ar-
rangement while Trinamul makes it clear it would rather not
upset him in case his support is necessary at a later stage.
Which means that while different parties have been trying to
make the best use of him for their reasons, in reality Ghi-
singh has been making the best use of them.

The GNLF leader’s skills as a tactician have been proved
again and again but this time he has been served with & walk-
over mainly on account of the Opposition’s misadventure.
Chhatre Subba seemed to have wrested the separate Gorkha-
land slogan from his former boss with a new burst of mili-
tancy till it became clear that the violence that he preached
made the Gorkha Liberation Organisation which he started
an unlikely choice before the electorate. Unfortunately other
oppoesition parties like the Akhil Bharativa Gorkha League
and the Communist Party of Revolutionary Marxists came to
be bracketed with him. All that Ghisingh needed to do was to
prove that they were thoroughly irresponsible and the more
moderate line he has adopted will serve Darjeeling better.
The electorate is expected to ignore his own militant past, the

excesses of an indefinite bandh as well as all the unfulfilled .
promises of the Hill Council. If it still believes it has no other -

choice, it is because Ghisingh has successfully engaged in an
extraordinary kind of doublespeak to sustain his total
crmwenmac: Thicic a game in which he has no rival,
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ebruary but because all opposition to him has been wiped
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LING IN THE HILLS-1

M-

Violence and\
bandh threaten’
hall ballgt battl

ASY
Keshav Pradhan
Darjeeling, April 12

THE GNLF’S relentless cam-
paign over the February 10
ambush on its chief Subash
Ghisingh may not allow most of
its opponents to freely take part
in the Assembly elections.

This may not be the first time
the GNLF, whose poputarity is on
the wane, has deprived the hill
people of their right to exercise
their franchise since its incep-
tion in 1980. Some times, it did so
on it own and some times with
the CPI{M)'s support.

In August 1993, the GNLFE, after
an agreement with the CPI(M),
boycotted the by-elections to the
Darjeeling and Kurseong Assem-
bly seats. Since most voters,
mainly non-Left, stayed away
from the booths, the Marxists
won both seats where they were
organisationally weak.

Four months later, the CPI(M)
compensated the GNLF by allow-
ing it to win 14 of the 28 Darjeel-
ing Gorkha Hill Council seats
without any contest.

Prior to this, the GNLF forced
hill voters to stay away from
Assembly and parliamentary
elections in 1982,1987, 1996, 1998
and 1999 over issues ranging
from the Gorkhaland demand to
the constitutional status of the
Darjeeling hills.

Whatever the GNLF’s motives,
the Left Front has always gained
the most from these boycotts. For
instance, in the 1987 Assembly
elections, when pelling was less
than 10 per cent, the Left Front
made a clean sweep. It has man-
4ged to win the Darjeeling Lok
Sabha seats uninterrupted since
1996.

So far, the Left Front has been
the only formation to name can-
didates for all the three hill seats
of Darjeeling, Kurseong and
Kalimpong. K B Watar and Tulsi
Bhattarai (both from the CPI-M)
will contest from Darjeeling and
Kurseong respectively Mohan
Singh Rai of the CPIwill fight for
Kalimpong. Mirik, a major hil)
segment, falls in the plains con-
stituency of Siliguri. Municipal
affairs minister Asok Narayan
Bhattacharya is the Marxist can-
didate here.

The Congress, which has a
weak base in the hills, has named
Hem Rai and ID K Bomzan for

P

Darjeeling and Kutrseong. The
party’s nominee for Kalimpong
may be finalised after talks with
the Trinamoal Congress.
However, frequent GNLF agi-
tations have slowed down the poll

preparations of both the Left .

Front and the Congress. The
party suspects the invelvement
of leaders of different hill-based
parties fighting for Gorkhaland
in the ambush in which its party
president was seriously injured.

QOver the past two months, the
volatile hills have already wit-
nessed two rounds of bandhs
stretching over a fortnight.

Not satisfied with this, the
GNLF has threatened to intensi-
fy the stir further, if the State
Government does not arrest soon
all those involved in the ambush.
By doing so, it has kept everyone
on tenterhooks about the possi-

bility of its participation in the .

polls. At the moment, it holds all
the three hill seats.

Succumbing to the GNLF's |

pressure, the State police has
already put behind bars a num-
ber of hill leaders. Prominent
among them are Gorkha League
general secretary Amar Lama,
former GNLF MLA from
Kalimpong N T Moktan, Gorkha
Liberation Organisation presi-

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
|
|

dent Chhatre Subba and Sharan |

Dewan of the Trinamool.

The Left Front seems keen to
comply with. the GNLF’s
demand, for it serves its interests
as much as that of Ghisingh. /

r
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GNLF supporters block National Highway 55 near Sulkthna on the first day of the indefinite bandh. Picture by Abani Ghosh

acetobe

FROM OUR CORRESPONDEN’E} !

Siliguari, April 9: Atleast 12 peo-
ple, most of them home-bound
labourers from Bihar who were
trying to beat the hill bandh that
began from 6 am, were feared
drowned in the Teesta early this
morning when the driver of
their jeep lost control.

Five children are believed to
be among the dead. .

Eight labourers working at a
construction site in East
Sikkim's Pakhrin Bazar and
their seven children were re-
turning home to East Cham-
paran in Bihar. They wanted to
cross the hills before the GNLF-
sponsored indefinite Darjeeling

=

v
hill bandh started. A

The group hired a Trax jeep
and lefi Pakhrin Bazar for Silig-
uri a little after midnight. The
driver lost control of the vehicle
and plunged into the Teesta at
Likhuvir on National Highway
31A, two km from Teesta Bazar,
around 2 am.

Five persons, including two
minors and the jeep’s helper, es-
caped. They have been admitted
to the Rhambi block primary
health centre.

Subdivisional police officer,
Kalimpong, Anand said the hod-
ies of three children have been
recovered. They have been iden-
tified as Jasmin Ansari (6), Ruk-
shana Khatoon (10) and Digu

stretch on NH 31 A, Anand said.

“Nine people, including the
driver, are still missing. We fear
the fast-flowing river may have

carried them downstream,
There is also no trace of the
jeep,” he added.

Hill crippled
Life in Darjeeling, Kurseonhg and
Kalimpong has skidded to a halt
following the bandh.

Darjeeling superintendent of
police Sanjay Chander said most
of the 70-odd tea gardens re-

THE TELEGRAPH .
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at bandh ends in tragedy

mained closed. Liza Hil}, Chopg-
tong and Rongmuk ‘wapdens
functioned as usual while partial
work was reported at eight gar-
dens in Mirik, Sonada, Kurseong
and Tindharia.

“Work in the six cinchona
plantations in Kalimpong was
totally affected. The toy train did
not run. But there were no re-
ports of untoward incidents. We
ensured that Sikkim-bound vehi-
cles plied normally on NH 31A.
Mobile units were pressed into
service to ensure that bandh sup-
porters do not obstruct traffic
between Sikkim and the plains
of north Bengal,” Chander said.

The higher secondary exami-
nation was held as scheduied.



NLF exempts S

WA‘
THE GNLF has exempted Sikkim
from the purview of the proposed
indefinite bandh beginning tomor-
row in the Darjeeling hills demand-
ing arrest of the “real culprits”
behind the February 10 attack on
its president Subhash.Ghisingh.

Ghisingh, also chairman of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council,
instructed the three hranch com-
mittees of his party to exempt
Sikkim-bound wvehicles carrving
essential commodities and passen-
gers from the. purview of the
bandh.

The decision of exemption
came after Sikkim Chief Minister

Gangtok, April 8

Pawan Chamling requested GhlS
ingh to allow Sikkim-bound vehi-
cles along NH-31a during the
bandh in Darjeeling hills.

Ghisingh's private secretary
BB Thapa conveyed the decision
of exemptinn in a letter to the
chiefs of Darjeeling, Kurseong
and Kalimpong branch commit-
tees of GNLF The chief con-
venor of GNLF Sikkim branch
commitfee KK Chhetri welcomed
the decision to keep the NH 31a
open. Chamling had earlier sup-
ported Ghisingh’s demand for a
separate Gorkhaland.

GNLF's Darjeeling branch
committee president Dipak
Gurung said sufficient time had

1Im f}gm bandh

beegx :}\to the district admin-

istratiol and police to seize the
arms and bring the masterminds
to book bt “we cannot wait any
more,” The bandh, which was
scheduled for April 1, had been
deferred by a week to give police
some more time, Gurung said.

He said the decision of the
bandh was taken a week before hy
all three branch committees of
Darjeeling, Kurseong and
Kalimpong. Asked how long the
bandh would continue, Guruing
said it was likely to continue till
May 10, the day of Assembly polls.
A1l educaiional institutions
advanced their Easter holidays
from tomorrow following the

bandh call.

The SP said elaborate security
arrangements had been made to
maintain law and order in the hills
at any cost. Besides, Bistrict Com-
bat Force and Barjeeling Police,
State Armed Police, RA¥, CRPF
were deployed at all sensitive
points. Special mobile units were
deployed to ensure security to
Sikkim-bhound vehicies.

The Sikkim Chief Minister also
requested the Centre to find a “per-
manent solution” of the GNLF agi-
tation. A tri-partite meeting involv-
ing the Centre, the State Govern-
ment and DGHC representatives

was also suggested.
7
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Schools declare indefinite holiday

Threat to shut down

hlllS till poll day

FRO\ P! OB]RPRAMANIK

| siligurd, Lpri] 8: The Gorkha Na-

tional Liberation Front (GNLF)
has threatened to enforce a bandh,
scheduled to begin tomorrow, till
the polling day on May 10.

The front is going ahead with
the bandh to protest against the al-
leged failure of the district police
in arresting the real masterminds
behind the attack on its chief Sub-
ash Ghising.

Educational institutions in the
hills have declared an indefinite
holiday in view of the bandh.

I Over 100 residential schools in the

hills have also advanced their
Easter vacation to Monday:

“All outstation students have
been sent home and asked to get in
touch with the school to know
when we will reopen. The sus-
pense and uncertainty.over the in-
definite bandh has been too much
for us. So we decided that the chil-
dren should return only after the
strike is withdrawn,” a headmas-
ter of a reputed residential school
in Kurseong said.

Fosters announcing the bandh
have started appearing across the
hills, prompting people to stock es-
sentials. “Many have stored grain

“tolast a week or so hoping that the

GNLF will call off the bandh after
a week,” said a grocer in Darjeel-
ing.

The GNLF's Darjeeling branch
committee president and execu-
tive councillor of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Council, Deepak Gu-
rung, said his organisatien had
given sufficient time to the admin-
istration to arrest the plotters and
funders of the February 10 attack
on Ghising.

“We will go ahead with the in-
definite bandh until all the mas-
terminds behind Ghising’s attack
are apprehended and the weapons
seized, The bandh may continue
till May 10, the day the state goes to
the Assembly polls,” he said.

Gurung added that the front's
“patience has run out”. “There is
a limit to our endurance. We gave
the police nearly two months to
solve the case and bring the actual
culprits to book,” Gurung said.

Accusing the Darjeeling dis-
trict administration and the po-
lice of “total failure”, the GNLF
Darjeeling unit chief said: “The
three GNLF branch committees of
Darjeeling, Kurseong and
Kalimpong had last week given
the police a week to arrest the cul-

prits. But they have failed. !

“The masterminds and their
financiers are moving around
freely, armed with sophisticated
weapons. But the police are nei-
ther wiiling nor have the inclina-
tion to arrest the actual culprits.”

The district police have beefed
up security on the eve of the
bandh. Darjeeling superintendent
of police Sanjay Chander said:
“We are not taking any chances -
with iaw and order during the
bandh. Besides the force of the
District Armed Police and the
State Armed Police, we have made
heavy deployment of the CRPRE”

The Rapid Action Force and
the district’s special commando
force have alsa been pressed into
service in sensitive areas in the
three hill subdivisions.

The GNLF has decided to ex-
empt from the bandh Sikkim-hou-
nd vehicles plving on National
Highway 31A. However, the police
are not taking any chances. “We
have deploved several mobile uni-
ts along the NH 31A. Police pickets
have also been set up at Several
vulnerable spots on the highway,”
Chander added. The roadlinks the
neighbouring Himalayan state
and the plains of north Benga
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/ Ghising

“dissolves

GNLF bent on bandh T
1. \from tomorrow

- loyalist
unit

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri, April 7: Gorkha Naticn-
al Liberation Front (GNLF)
leader Subash Ghising today dis-
solved the Kalimpong branch
committee headed by C.K. Prad-
han, who figured on the party’s
Hst of suspects in the assassina-
fion attempt case.

GNLF legislator from Kalimp-
ong Gaulon Lepcha has been told
to look after the unit until a new
committee is formed.

Ghising’s decision comes a
day after six of the 10 executive
committee members put in their
papers, raising “doubts” about Pr-
adhan’s role in the ambush. Three
more executive members — vice-
president K.N. Subba and joint
secretaries Prem Khawas and Sh-
ankarmani Rai — resigned today.

- Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Coun-
cil vice-chairman and Kalimpong
unit vice-president Hangu Subba
could not submit his resignation
as he is away in Darjeeling.
Hangu Subba is also a central
committee member.

+ Ghising, the GNLF's central
committee president, said in a
statement that since the majority
of the Kalimpong branch commit-
tee members had quit, there was
no option hut to dissolve the panel.

The. Kalimpong leaders decid-
ed to resign following reporis that
Pradhan hac a role in the Febru-
ary 10 ambush on Ghising. The
leaders said they were resigning
from all party posts until the
“doubts” raised by the reports
were cleared.

Though sources at the GNLF
headquarters in Darjeeling did
not confirm what kind of action
the central committee was con-
templating against Pradhan, an
associate of ‘the leader told The
Telegraph from Kalimpong that
the “resignation drama” was en-
acted on Ghising’s instructions.

“Ever since the attempted am-
bush on Ghising, a section of the
GNLF leadership had launched
an all-out campaign to remove CK
(as Pradhan is popularly known)
as head of the Kalimpong unit.
We will stand by our leader CK
come what may,” the leader said.

FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK

Siliguri, April 7: The GNLF
foday said it was going ahead with
the indefinite hill bandh from
Monday as the administration
was dragging its feet on arresting
the masterminds of the strike on
Subash Ghising.

However, vehicles going to and
coming from Sikkim will be ex-
empt from the bandh.

The GNLF's Darjeeling branch
committee president and execu-
tive councillor of the Darjeeling
Gorkha Hill Couneil, Deepak Gu-
rung, said: “We had given Darjeel-
ing police sufficient time to arrest
all the eight masterminds of the
conspiracy to assassinate Ghising
and seize the sophisticated
weapons that the conspirators and
their hired militants had stock-
piled in the Darjeeling hills follow-
ing the Tinkataria shootout be-
tween police and Naga militants
on November 12 last year.”

Accusing the government of
dragging its feet even after the ar-
Tested plotters, including militant
Gorkha leader Chhattray Subba,
had reveaied the names of the
masterminds and the financiers
of the plot, Guwrung said: “Darjeel-

ing police have utterly failed in
nabbing the actual culprits and
have arrested some small flies as
an evewash for the public
Whether they are shielding some
of the masterminds and the finan-
ciers, we do not know. The police
have also failed to seize the sophis-
ticated weapons, including AK as-
sault rifles and carbines and am-
munition. We have no option but
to resort to our bandh cail.”

The GNLF had said that Subba
was number nine on its list of sus-
pects. The party had prepared a
list of men who, it said, were ihe
most important conspirators.

Reiterating the demand for the
immediate removal of Darjeeling
superintendent of police Sanjay
Chander and district magistrate
Anil Verma, Gurung said: “If the
Darjeeling administration is not
capahle of arresting the actual
culprits, they should leave it to the
GNLF. We are ready to undertake
the investigation.”

State minister and lecal CPM
legislator Ashoke Bhattacharya
urged the GNLF 1o withdraw its
bandh in the interest of the resi-

dents and the hill's fragile econo- -

my. Addressing a news conference
here, Bhattacharya claimed that

the investigation inte the attack
on Ghising was being cafrid¢d out
diligently:

“I implore Subash Ghising to
call off the indefinite Darjeeling
hiil bandh, Ghising is a sensible
politician who would not like to
disrupt the coming tourist season
in the hills, Tourism, along with
tea. forms the backbone of the hill
economy and the GNLF is aware
of the bandh’s adverse implica-
tions,” the minister said.

Bhattacharya, who looks after
the CPM’s north Bengal affairs,
praised the investigators. “The
special investigation team has
done a commendable job by al-
ready arresting Chhattray Subba
and 11 others. We are on the verge
of making a few more arrests. I
just don’t understand why the
GNI.F is bent on going ahead with
the bandh,” he said.

Sikkim, which had suffered
during the bandh in February, will
be spared this time. Ghising, ina
letter to Sikkim chief minister
Pawan Chamling. said he had con-
sidered his request and agreed to
keep Naticnal Highway 31A, the
stare’s lifeline, oul of the purview
of any future bandhs or sirikes in
the Darjeeling hills.

Loot cloud on politician

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, April 7: Seven people, including two
Bihar-based criminals, have been arrested on
charges of looting a jewellery shop in Baghbazar

last month,

A team of detectives went to Betia distriet in
Bihar and picked up four persons early today.

Police are now looking for a political leader
from Bihar who had played a key role in looting the

The officials found discrepancies in Jadav's
statements. The driver broke down when he was
guestioned at Lalbazar and confessed that he had
driven the van while fleeing. Police recovered the
van from Gorachand Road in Park Circus and
Jadav was arrested.

He revealed that Kasinath Shaw, a busines;
had hired his vehicle. Shaw was
picked up from Posta area.

During interrogatio

xt to be

aw confessed and dis-

shop. Banibrata Basu, deputy commissionet, detec-
tive department, said: “We are not disclosing the
name of the leader for the sake of investigation.
But we have enough evidence to prove the le
role in the robbery.”
On March 29, nine dacoi; Felling in a Maru-
ti van, broke into jeWellery shop on Baghbazar
Street. The cetfiinals looted gold ornaments and
recignesiones worth Rs 11 lakh.

Police got their first lead when Manoj Jaday, the
river of the van, lodged a complaint with the
osta police station the day after the incident, say-

ing his car had been stolen.

A team of 10 sleuths went to Betia district of
Bihar and picked up two criminais, identified as Ali
Ahmed alias Engineer and Sikandar Al alias Doc-
tor;, from their residences.

On the basis of information provided by the
duo, police arrested Badriprasad Shaw, a jewellery
shop-owner in Betia who bought the looted orna-
ments for Rs 1.82 lakh. One of Badriprasad’s em-
ployees was arrested for melting the gold. The pre-
cious stones were recovered.
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TATYESMAN NEWS SERVICE

| DARJEELING, March 31,

Once\again - thrice over the
past fortnight - the GNLF
leadership has deferred by a
week its call for an indefinite
! bandh in the Darjeeling hills.
! The bandh, to have begun on

.1 2 April, had been called in pro-

* test against the alleged failure
of the administration to arrest
those responsible for the at-
tack on Mr Subash Ghisingh

Kurseong on 10 February.
On two other occasions
bandhs calied by the party
i which were to have begun
* first on 19 March and then on
26 March were similarly de-
ferred - the decision coming
on the eve of the bandhs.
i The reason cited for doing so
! this time was the same as
that given earlier - satisfac-

*| tion over the progress of in-

i vestigations into the attack
"on Mr Ghisingh, notwith-

standing the misgivings
| GNLF leaders have been ex-

on Pankhabari Road near |

pressing over the past few
days on the matter.

The decision to call off the
bandh was taken today by the
party’s Darjeeling branch
committee president Mr Di-
pak Gurung on behalf of the
party’s three branch commit-
tees of Darjeeling, Kurseong
and Kalimpong.

In a press released issued
here today Mr Gurung said:
“The GNLF’s three branch

A -

/

/GNLF defers
galn

committees had expressed
satisfaction over the progress
made by the Darjeeling police
administration (in the case}.
However, it was felt that the
terrorists invoelved in the at-
tack and the masterminds of
the conspiracy are yet to be
arrested”

The party “has given anoth-
er seven days to the police ad-
ministration till 8 April to ar-
rest all the terrorists... .If the
police fails to do so the three
branches of the party will be
compelled to call an indefinite
bandh from 9 April”, the re-
lease said.

Over the past few days dif-
ferent leaders of the party
have been making statements
eriticising the police for fail-
ing te¢ arrest the “master-
minds” behind the attack. Tili
vesterday they had also been
iterating that the bandh
would begin from Monday
next. This had sent harassed
residents of the hills rushing
to stores to buy provisions to
see them through the bandh.

THE STATESMAN

1 APR 2001
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. ‘.-lllg‘ull March 29: Seven promi-
TaEnt 11I Opn

ion Ileaders {ig-
s list of most-
\\ AYiggd 11 ople it wanls arrested
th's ambuch on its
Hilsing

pu aaub
N wnunw with the arrest of
“mititant Gockha lender and Ghis-
mg deti mr Chhattray Subba,
i G _i hﬂs now 1'11 nched a

after Sub-
ook that he was
on s st of con-
wd arged the ad-
.nlmbn J It mien gei. the prime plot-

{set adeadline of
ceial investiva-
eat the eight pen-
pio it savs 12 masterminds of
the Fahr 10 strike on their
leader. If they are not, the GNILLF
thregiened. it will call an indefi-

FROV PROBIR PRAMANIK \fmte hill bandh’ '}'ro

next Monday.

of Opposition leader
who. the party claims
hatched the conspiracy
against Ghising.

Confirming that the
special  investigation
team had received such
a list, an official connect-
ed with the inguiry told
The Telegraph that the GNLF
had been pressuring the police to
arrest some Opposition leaders in
the hills. A senior GNLF leader
ulso figuies on the list,

“The GNLF has handed us a
list of prominent Opposition lead-
ors who it suspects had master-
minded the attack on the Ghising.
Among them are the two leaders
of the Communist Party of Revolu-
tionary Marxists {a breakaway
group of the CPM), B.B. Rai and
P.S. Bomzan,” the official said.

Ghising

He added that the
other leaders named in
the list are the cohvener
of the United Democrat-
ic Front and president
of  the Bharativa
Gorkha  Janashakti.
C.R. Rai, Akhil
Bharativa Gorkha
League (ABGL} acting
president Tseten Sher-
pa, former Congress leg-
islator and president of
the National Union of Plantation
Workers Dawa Narbula.

“The surprise inclusion is that
of the GNLF’s Kalimpong branch
president and executive council-
lor, C.K. Pradhan. The GNLF list
also includes the names of two
contractors, who allegedly fi-
nanced the operation,” the nfficial
revealed.

Darjeeling superintendent of
police Sanjay Chander, however,
denied that any such list was
handed over to the SIT by the

THE TELEGRAFDS

3 7 MAR 201

GNLF. "The GNLF mav have
made some demands of their own. :
We are verifying some names re- .
vealed by the persons arrested in
the case.” he said.

Asked if the names match
those on the GNLF's most-wanted
list, Chander said: “We are on the
look out for Tseten Sherpa as we
have concrete leads on his in-
volvement, We are not being pres-
sured in any way by the GNLF.”

An Opposition Jeader, who did
not wish to be named. described
the GNLF's efforts as an effort to
snuffout its rivals before the As-
sembly elections. “The GNLF is
pressuring the police to implicate
all prominent Opposition leaders
as it wants to wipe out all opposi-
tion before the polls,” he said. ‘

Pradhan denied hav in% any
hand behind the attack on
ing, “How can a son plan to assa
sinate his own [ather? § sh
Ghising is my father ‘m his
son,” he said.
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Kolkata, March 26: (}:}r};hu
iLiberation  Organisution  chief
Chattre Subba used Darjecling
Hills for storing arms for the
Naga militants.

“Ever since the ceasefire
between the Army and  the
NSCN. Napa militants  were
finding it difficull to hide theie
arms, So 1 helped them. In
retwn. they helped us in our
operations.”  Chattre told  the
police on Monday.

Police officers have also leamnt
that Chattre had taken shefter in
Yijay Chetlri’s  house  al
Kukarbitta in Nepal. after the
Tinkataria mcident on
November 12, “Viay kiew
Chattre well and so had rented

By Ranvn Das

“We used Darjeeling Hills to
store arms for Naga rebels’
| sPoTLIGHT

15 house for R 007 1G
worth Bengald NoKRL Das sad.
jay. however, but did not
knbw that Chattre was wanted
by the police.

Police sources sawd Chuttre
wis arrested afier a GLO mem
ber tpped them. “We canght a
mat who wold us that he would
be in Kalimpong tor a secret

meeting with seme GLO
fnanciers. Accordingly. a vap
was laid i Mik.” Mr Das

added. Chattre had three armed
cvards wizth him when they
pounced on bim. Flis security
guards  escaped. The GLO
activist was, however, released
after the arrests were masle,

This was the fifth t?
hadd crossed the border since the
shootout al Tinkaaria,

The police kas alsa leaat that
Chattre bas quite a few sympa-
thisers in North Bengal, “These
men paid us anything beiween
Rs 5000 and 10.000 per month,
to help our cause,” Chattre said.
He. however. refused to name
his fiancicts. But the police
believes there are about 20 to 30
peaple who gave inancial sup-
part. A huni hay been aunched
(o irace them

The police adivsted Operation
Deer to tack Chatire had toiled
earlier. “Initially we had infor-
mation that he was hiding i
Tam disarict in Nepnl.” the offi-
cer said. Ham 3 <aid 1o be the
base of MCC rehels,

PN
“ag
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GNLF puts wl
bandh off ¢
till April 1 Q;

4
HT Correspondent p/(\
Siliguri, March 25
THE GNLF on Sunday extende
till April 1 the deadline it set
the Government to arrest t
masterminds behind the attac
on Subash Ghisingh, or face a
indefinite bandh.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Front's three
branch committees, presided
over by the Kurseong Branch
Committee president, I N Prad-
han. The GNLF leaders praised ’
the police for Chhatre Subba’s ‘
prompt arrest, but demanded the |
arrest of the GLO leader’s eight '
financiers. Insiders, however, |
said Subba had surrendered ‘
himseif.

The GNLF also demanded the ‘
arrest of CPRM general secre- |
‘tary, R B Rai, accusing him of l
involvement in the attack on |
{zhisingh. Rai expressed faith in l
the legal system and hoped that '

-

d

o =

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

police would not work under
political pressure. He alleged
that some GNLF leaders too had
a hand in the attack.
Subba aide held: N T Moktan,
aide of the GLO chief Chattre
Subba, was today arrested in ’
16th Mile, Kalimpong. The
former GNLF MLA had gone t
underground with Subba after
e Tinkatharey shootout on ‘
November 12. !

THE HINDUSTAN TLI™
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| at peace

‘ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

. DARJEELING, March 24, -

Leaders of Opposition parties
i | in the hills breathed a sigh of
‘i relief with the arrest of prime
| i suspeet Mr Chhatre Suhba
| this morning.

| They had been on tenterhooks

! since the police crackdown on
a section of the All Bhartiva

+ Gorkha League leadership for
their alleged involvement in
the attack on GNLF chief Mr
Subash Ghisingh on 10 Feb-
ruary,

, Accusing fingers ‘had been
pointed at some Opposition
leaders by the GNLF ever
since the attack on Mr Ghi-

| singh. GNLF activists had

| even threatened to take the
l'law in their own hands if the

I police administration failed to

i identify and arrest the cul-
prits.

Mr Subba's arrest today

' seems to have dispelled fears

f within the Opposition that

i they will be the next to be tar-

geted either by police or the

GNLF workers themselves.

The district Congress unit

| president, Mr PP Rai, said

i here today that the adminis-

! tration had kept its word and

had arrested the prime sus-
| pect.
| It was now time for the

GNLF leaders to keep to their

promise and call off the pro-
| posed bandh from Monday, he
| added.

|

S
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“to indefinite C?Q.;;w)

bandh call review

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DARJEELING, March 24. —
Now that Mr Chhatre Subba,
a prime suspect, has been ar-
rested in connection with the
attack on Mr Subash Ghi-
singh on 10 February, leaders
of the GNLF's three branch
committees have decided to
meet tomorrow to review
their earlier decision to call
an indefinite bandh in the
Darjeeling hills from Monday.
The bandh call had been
given earlier this week by the
leaders demanding the spee-
dy arrest of those responsible
for the attack on Mr Ghi-
gingh. This despite a meeting
between DGHC councillors
belonging to the GNLF and

Mr Subash Ghisingh on 15 .

March where the latter re-
portedly expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress in in-
vestigations related to the
case.

While party sources said
that tomorrow's meeting
could decide on calling off the
proposed bandh, president of
the Darjeeling branch com-
mittee of GNLF, Mr Dipak
Gurung, said here today that
though he appreciated the po-
lice action, “the mastermind”

YA

Chhatre Subba afler his
arrest. — The Statesman

behind the attack and those
who had “provided the finan-
ces” would have to be arres-
ted. Unless this is done “our
stand on the matter (the
bandh call} stands till date”,
he =aid.

i/;hll bpposition Subba arreSt leadS Arres? ulgvers

accomplices
TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, March

|

— The |
arrest of GLO chief Mr\Chha-
tre Subba has expose e

sinister roles played by his co-
conspirators in their attempt :
to assassinate Mr Ghisingh.
From what the IGP, North
Bengal and the SP, Darjeeling
said the conspiracy to kill Mr
Ghisingh seems to have been
hatched jointly by the Alkhil
Bharatiya Gorkha League and
GLO. The name of a former
hardcore GNLF activist turned
Trinamul supporter, Mr Saran
Dewan also figures prominent- °
ly. A small time contractor
and his wife (both from Sili-
guri), the names of a few
school teachers from Nepal
and the presence of Naga mil-
itants with NSCN (Issac Mui-
vah) affiliation complete the !
list of conspirators. '
Police officials are not saying :
if anyone from the GNLF |
camp was involved in the plot ;
or not. “We are not saying '
anything now since it would |
upset the course of investiga-
tion,” said the IGP and the SP,
Darjeeling.

The names that have emer- :
ged as most significant after '
Mr Subba are those of the for-
mer GNLF warlord from Man- .
ebhanjang Mr Cheten Sherpa, .

.the ABGL vice-president, the

party’s secretary Mr Amar La- -
ma and Kalimpong branch
president Mr Norden Lama.

[0
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| SILIGURI, March 24. — The |
| Gorkha Liberation Organisa- :
| tion chief, Mr Chhatre Sub- ‘

ba, who allegedly “masber-!
minded” the attack on Mr
Subash Ghisingh, was arres. :
ted today, 40 days after the '

- incident and just a day be- 1
~ fore the GNLF deadline for :
. an indefinite bandh in Darj- ‘

~ eeling hills was to expire.

i The North Bengal IGP said |

' Mr Subba was picked up from

' Pashupati, near the Nepal

his hide-out at 4th Mile, .

border around 1 a.m. Two oth-

er persons with Mr Subba, a
Naga militant and an uniden-
tified man, however, escaped.

Mr Subba was produced in

Kurseong SDJM’s court tod- |

ay and remanded in police
custody for 14 days.

The Darjeeling SP said My
Subba had hatched a CONSpH-
racy with the Akhil Bharati-
ya Gorkha League vice-presi-
dent, Mr Cheten Sherpa, and
senior ABGL leaders, Mr
Norden Lama and Mr Amar

" Lama {the last two are in
~ police custody), to eliminate
" Mr Ghisingh on 27 January.

~
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T iz no mystery what the
.Gorkha National Libera-
tion Front meant when it
exhorled its supporters at a
recent public rally to take "nece-
ssary action" against all political
activities of the Opposition.
Simply put, the GNLF has asked
its goons to take to the streets,
priming the hills for an orgy of
self-destruction.
In a week marked by three
political murders and a crying
need for order, the GNLF was
expected to be wiser. The call not
only exposed the political primi-
tiveness of the GNLF but more
unacceptably, its proclivity to
subvert democracy every time it
iz under a threat. For a party
born in violence, it comes as no
surprise.
The zilence of the state govern-
ment, respensible for maintain-
ing law and order, is baffling,
The GNLI's statement is shock-
ingly irresponsible. The call to
violence, coming from the ruling
party, reflects the political anar-
chy in the hills. But then, the
GNLF has made violence a way
of life in the hills. The hill peo-
ple, numbed by long exposure to
such volatility and violations in
public life, can do little more than
pray for respite. Because the only
authority which could have help-
ed — the state government —
has turned a blind eye, mindful
only of its political gains.
The GNLF's hegemony is nei-
ther by chance nor credit. Had it
not been for the blessings of the
CPI(M)-controlled Writers' Buil-
dings, the GNLF's writ would
never have lasted so long, or at
least never Have been so op-
pressive. It would never have
had the temetity to make such
calls to violence. The recent
indefinite strike called by the
GNLF after the assassi-nation
attempt on Subash Ghisingh
caused untold misery in the hills.
Called without any notice, it was
a galling exposure of the party's
hubris; the GNLF would not
hesitate to hold its own people to
ransom if it served its end. It was
a nightmare for eight days — for
the people and the tourists alike.
There was no succour; the state
government was pleading with
the GNLF to withdraw the
strike, Sikkim's suffering was
considered only incidental in the
scheme of affairs. The close,
"iMicit” ties between Writers' and
Lalkuthi are also reflected in the
frantic manner in which the
police have been trying to meet
the 18 March deadline set by the
GNLF to nab those who ambush-
ed Mr Ghisingh in February.
Apart from picking up some
suspects, including a housewife
earlicr, they managed to myste-
riously arrest two "prized sus-
pects” last week.
Police claim they caught the two
men while they were sneaking
across from Nepal, where they
had taken shelter, This, after a
couple of aborted, but much pub-
licised, hunt missions in Nepal
undertaken by the Darjeeling
volice, Talk of the prime suspect,
he Gorkha Liberation Organi-
ition chief, Chatire Subba's
ans to surrender are also doing
* rounds.
stnacks of favouritism when
volice have arrested 11 peop-
er the murder of two CPI-M
ars by supporters of the
tunist Party of Revolu-

ourser must run its

L

;

The GNLF ha made\v%lence a way of life in the Darjeeling Hills
and the CP1-M enjoys a closet relationship with it. Ghisingh's
party has indicated it is ready to muscle its way through as
usual by urging its supporters to take on the Opposition. And

the common man, who has (ost his trust and the right to a
dignified existence in this orgy of self-destruction, is stocking
rations for the bandh's second phase, writes NIRAJ LAMA

tionary Marxists last
Saturday, while none
g0 far on the killing of
another CPI-M work-
er, Narain Rai, soon
after. Rai was report-
edly killed by GNLF
supporters on Mon-
day. Evidently, the
CPI-M  and the
GNLF are even rea-
dy to compromise
their supporters’ li-
ves to maintain their
relationship. _
It is this immo- §
rality, which both the
parties recognise in §
their liaison, that !
inhibits them from ¢
coming overboard to- §
gether. Otherwise, in §
times of ‘“unprin-
cipled alliances” |
nation-wide, such a
task would have been
fa-cile.

The CPI-M staged a
protest rally in Sili- |
guri a day after the &
ambush on Mr Ghi- @
singh, raising many |
evebrows, Imagine
what those CPI-M
cadres suffered when
they were hrutalised, |
when they lost their [
relatives and werc HEE
hounded out of the #
hills by the GNLF

during the Gor-
khaland agitation of
the 1980s.

Many of these cadres still live
like refugees in Siliguri. All this,
just to buy peace (no Gorkha-
land demand} and the lone
parliamentary seat. The GNLF,
however, continues to pretend
that the West Bengal govern-
ment — and by derivation the
CPI-M — is still its enemy. It
wants CGorkhaland and ncu-
sion in the Sixth Schedule n the
same breath.

Deviously, it raises outlandish
issues and beguiles the simple
hill  polity into  boycotting
elections, furtively offering the
advantage to the CPI-M. The
joke is always on the common
man. It is no mystery how the
bandh call by the CPI-M in parts
of the hills after the murder of its
two supporters was so successful.
Asg cquid pro guo, the GNLF has
been offered a veritable carte
blarche on local affairs, and
more significantly on financial
matters.

The councillors can freely mis-
use public money, and they have.
With the appeasement policy
adopted by the state government
towards the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council, the Accountant-
General's efforts to expose the
latter's malfeasance have been in
vain. Besides development, the
biggest casualty of the closet
relationship between the GNLF

THE LALKUTHI-WRITERS'

and the CPI-M has been the com-
mon people. Peace and security
in the hills are precarious.

With the Left Front govern-
ment inducing a feeling of
nvinecibility into the GNLF, it
has ruled the hills in a cavalier
fashion. It has denied voting
rights to the people and the
obligatory two-tier panchayats
— perhaps this is the only part of
the country where a single-tier
panchayat exists and for iwo
consecutive terms at that.

The Opposition has been pre-
vented from raising the Gorkha-
land issue — now, even normal
activities — has denied its own
partymen the right to differ
(recall the life threats publicly
given by GNLF leader CK
Pradhan to councillors if they
backed out from the Gorkhaland
demand} and even jobs to its
people ithe appointments of
School Service Commission-se-
lected teachers have been held
up for four months now by the
DGHC, demanding that the
statutory body be brought under
its purview), The people have
been barred from wotbshipping
idols! The last was again Mr
Pradhan's doing.

These are just some of the re-
cent examples. Such blatant
authoritarianism of  the
whimsical kind would never

CONMECTION: Former Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu with DGHC chairman and GNLF leader Subash
Ghisingh in Darjeeling. — The Statesman (File photo).

have been possible
had not Kolkata
backed the GINLF',
That Mr Ghisingh is
the best bet for hoth
Kolkata and New
Delhi is unquestion-
able; he has accepted
their proposition to
drop the statehood
demand. But for this
deal, which the Cen-
tre and Kolkata ha-
ves struck with the
GNLF, the hill peo-
I ¥ ple are having to pay
1 a heavy price. Apart
from forfeiting con-
stitutional rights, un-
der the dictatorial
GNLF, the common
¢ man's life iz shroud-
-1 ed in fear.
Opposition is never
tolerated — the party
goons ensure that.
Intimidation has be-
come an everyday
reality, with the peo-
ple expressing their
anger at the GNLF
' only within the con-
fines of their homes.
The brood of goons
has become so prolific
in the hills that they
are even borrowed by
political parties in
neighbouring Sikkim
during elections. So
much for the famed
Gorkha mercenary!
Pushed to the wall
by economic deprivation and lack
of responsive political lcadership,
a whole generation has gone to
waste. A senior state BJP leader
had once said to this correspon-
dent that what grieves him ahout
the hills is the "eriminalisation of
the seciety” post-agitation. "You
can-not trust anyene anymiore in
the hills," he had said. The
remark was made more than two
vears age and still holds.
The hill people are vet to recover
from the internecine bloodshed of
the agitation and mistrust is rife.
Sadly, the GNLF, instead of
healing the wounds, reopens
them, finding it a rather nice
place to roost. The February
ambush was just symptomatic of
a violent political milieu whose
roots have struck deep, shatter.
ing permanently the innocence
intrinsic t0 the highlander. This
is a loss which no government
statistics will ever show, but will
have to pay for sooner or later,

Dielhi and Kolkata should know

ourse

that militants like Chatire
Subba are being hailed by the
ordinary people as messiahs, If
the GNLF roars the wits out of

“the hill people, the Opposition

keeps sniping irritably at its si-
des. The established Opposition
parties in the hills cannot pre-
tend ta be saints. That they have
not held bleodstained khukris
more often is for the simple
reason that they cannot measure
up to the GNLF's brawn.

It is disappointing to sce these
parties — including the CPRM,
considered a responsible party —
which accuse the GNLF of adop-
ting undemocratic measures
rally like enthusiastic school
children around Subba, who said
he would not hesitate 1o seek the |
ISI's help to form Gorkhaland, ‘
The Opposition parties are sel- |
dom seen or heard but enly on !
the eve of elections, Not sur- i
prisingly, the indolent leaders
smelled a vicarious victory when
Subba made his dramatic re- {
entry into hill politics with a
police encounter involving the
death of a Home Guard. It was |
crass opporfunism. J
One reason why the GNLF, |
though =o popularly disliked,
sweeps the polls every time is |
because the people were never |
convinced about the Opposi- |
tion's sincerity. If the Oppo-sition |
believes In its case. let them
undertake the long treks to the |
villages, and not make those °
futile, frequent trips to Delhi. ‘
With the foreboding pre-clection (
rumblings reverberating in the |
hills, the hustings are bound 1o |
he rivetting. For the GNLF, the -
stakes have risen after the
attempt on Mr Ghisingh. They
canmot afford to appear o he
supporting the Left Front al this
point — a bypass or a boycolt of
the polls is unlikely, The Marx-
ists, on the other hand, need all
the deals they ean muster to tace
the Trinamul Congress's mount-
ing challenge.

The Trinamul ascendancy can-
not be lost on the GNLF. It has
rebuffed Trinamul overtures in
the pasi, but this time it has to
exercise extreme caution. The
Trinamul has announced an
"understanding” with the GNLF.
The GNLF is expecled to come
up with a '"no-comments”™ res-
ponse. But the GNLF has pre-
pared its pitch. By exhorting its
supporters to take to the streets,
the party has indicated it is
ready to muscle its way through
as usual. Be it boycatt or
otherwige. As for the common
pecple, they are busy stocking
rations fotr the second phase of
the bandh, ex-pected once the
GNLF-imposed = 18  March
deadline for the police expires.
The man on the street has lost
trust in evervone — the GNLF.
the Opposition, the Centre and
Kolkata, all having abused his
right to lead a dignified
existence.

(The author is on the staff of The
Statesman, Siligurt.) A




KPP
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\
¢ SILIGURI, March 190. - Three
- pro-Kamtapur organisations
| — the All Kamtapur Students’
; Union, the Kamtapur Wom-
| en’s Rights’ Forum and the
Kamtapur Bhasa Sahitya
_‘} Parishad have ecalled a 72-
| hour North Bengal bandh
i) from 14 March.
I Leaders of the parties said,
the bandh has bheen called in
i demand of the release of 300
; odd Kamtapur activists de-
tained in different jails of
North Bengal.
! The activists were arrested
"in a police raid throughout
" North Bengal on 27 Novem-

KPP calls 3-day

The Pro-Kamtapur organisa-
ions have also demanded a
BI inquiry into the death of
three RKLO activists in the
jungles of Kumargram adja-
cent to Bhutan and Assam
border in December last vear.
The recovery of around 44
spent cartridges of AK series
rifle from the spot made the
police suggest that the inci-
dent was a case of infighting
among the militants.
The leaders, including the
KPP president, Mr Atul Rov,
alleged that the undertrials
are being rearrested on “ima-
ginary charges when they are
on the verge of heing released

;4

bandh e

after 90 days” detehtion. “The !

ploy has effectively left us

short of leaders hefore the |

alection,” he added.

Mr Roy, who left for Kolkata !

today, has decided to file a

writ petition against the state !
government on the “illegal de-
tention of his partymen and '

that of other Kamtapur sup-
porters.”

Mr Roy said he was expect- |

ing for Trinamul feaders to |

cali him and thrash out the
matter of alliance and seat
adiustment.

The Trinamul has offered six

Assembly seats to the
which is “net accept
the latter,

2" to




~~ Police trace

Ghising strike
v ~blueprint

YO P
A
FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK

Siliguri, March 7: Investigators
today claimed that the master-
minds of the strike on Subash
Ghising had given finishing
touches to tive February 10 am-
bush that very morning at Dim-
ple Dewary’s residence here.

Present at Dimple's Pradhan
Nagar house that day were the
key conspirators — Vijay Dewan
alias Dhiren Rai, Deven Guirung
alias Dipendra Rai and the slain
militant, Kamal Thapa alias
Thapa Bhai.

Logistics of dual strikes, one
on Pankhabari Road and aneth-
er on the Hill Cart Road or along
National Highway 51 were given
final shape, police claimed.

An official commected with
the special investigation team
told The Telograph that Dimple,
among the first to he arvested,
has been “squealing” in a phased
manner. “We have now heen
able to piece together the plot
from information gathered in
bits and pieces from the seven
suspects arrested so far. Though
Dimpie has been singing in a
phased manner, she given us
some vital Ieads,” he said.

According to the official, Gu-
rung is now in the custody of
Nepal police and he could also
shed light on the conspiracy to
eliminate the Gorkhaland
leader,

The official said hoth Thmple
and Sharan Pewan, who, the po-
Iice claim, is one of the brains be-
hind the ambush, had confirmed
during interrogation that the
three key consptrators had met
at Dimple’s house in Siliguri on
the morning of February 10.

“Once Ghising’s arrival was
confirmed. the logistics of the

'\I

N
B
ambush — codenamed era-
tion Pankhabari — was given its |
final shape. While Vijay and Gu-
rung left for an undisclosed des-
tination, Kamal Thapa joined
the strike unit at Phankabari.
Both units were kept informed
about Ghising's movement over
cellphones,” the official said,

Gurung, a resident of Mirik
in Kurseong, is a dealer of pre-
cions Tibetan stones and gems,
Viiay, Dimple’'s husband, and he
had drawn up the blueprint of
the ambush. Both hold dual citi-
zenship of India and Nepai.
While Vijay holds a Nepal citi-
zenship in the name of Dhiren |
Rai, Gurung goes by the name of
Pripendra Rai in the kingdom,”
the official said.

He admitted that the dual cifi-
zenship issue has now become a
stumbling block become the SIT.
“The Nepal police are touchy
about handing over any of its
subjects. However, a SIT unit
will reach Nepal’s Ilam district
tomerrow to cake charge of Gu-
rung. We hope to piece together
the remaining issing links in
the ambush,” the investigator
added.

Confirming that militant
Gorkha leader Chhattray Subba
was still being sheltered by Nax-
alite guerrillas in their hill hide-
outs in Iam, the official said:
“Though we had made initial
contacts with the GLO chief, we
have not heen able to bring him
overground. We have time and
again been discouraged by our
Nepal counterparts to venture
into the MCC-dominated region
where Subba is holed up. The
Nepaiese police themselves do
not dare venture into these
areas, where the Maoists virtu-
ally run a paraliel government.”.”|

e e
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GhlSlngh att:;mkers
hiding 1n N G’f):«ll’

STATESMAN NEWS senvms« ><¢/ f—v v

DARJEELING, March 6. ~ Even as the local police\as sought
the assistance of the Nepal police administration in, tracking
down those responsible for the attack on Mr Subash Ghisingh on

10 February, investigating agencies have received reports that
do not rule out the possibility of an inner-party feud that might
have resulted in the attack on the GNLF supremo.

Rumours have been doing the rounds since last evening that
the leader of the Gorkha Liberation Organisation, Mr Chhatrey
Subba, a prime suspect in the case, will be surrendering to the
police. He is believed to be in hiding in the Elam district of east
Nepal. There are also reports that an extremist Maoist group of
Nepal is providing shelter to Subba and his associates,

The recent arrest of two persons from Nepal in conmection with
the incident has only confirmed suspicions that Mr Ghisingh’s at-
tackers are sheltered in that country. So far eight persons have
been arrested in connection with the assasination attempt.

The GNLF leadership, which has threatened an indefinite
bandh from 19 March, unless those responsible for the attack on
Mr Ghisingh by then are arrested will be holding a public rally
tomorrow af Chowk Bazar where party leaders are expected to
decide their next plan of action.

Leaders of the Darjeeling branch committee of the party met
here today to discuss tomorrow’s meeting. They expect a large
turn-out with party workers from all the DGHC’s 28 constituen-
cies scheduled to come to attend the rally.

THE STATESHAN
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/ﬁv\o held for .
wrattack on
2" Ghisingh
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SILIGURI, March 4. — Darjed]- -
ing police arrested Saran Dew-
an and Arjun Tamang from
hagarh, adjacent to the Nepal
horder, last night in connection
with the attack on Mr Subash
(thisingh on 10 February.

The Darjeeling SP said the two
were produced before the Kur-
seong court today. They were
remanded in police custody. The
two gave “important leads”.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya,

- who was here, didnt make any
statement.

He ruled out the possibility of
the involvement of the Trina-
mul or the KLO in the attack.

Dewan and Tamang, who .
took refuge in Nepal after the
attack, were earlier arrested
by Nepal police. Since there is
no extradition treaty between
Nepal and India, Nepal police | .
reportedly sent them back to
India. Prior t6 that, an inquiry i .

team from Darjeeling district
“had gone to Nepal and jdenti- |

fied the two persons. |

THE STATESUAN

- 5 MAR 235



Police reman
for Ghisingh

attackers

HT Correspondent
Siliguri, March 4
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SARAN DEWAN and his aide,
Arjun Lama, key accused in the
February 10 bid on Subash Ghis-
ingh’s life, have been arrested.

Last night, Nepal Police hand-
ed them over to their West Ben-
gal counterparts. Today, the two
accused were given police
remand for 10 days. The arrests
apparently took place five days
ago.

Dewan, a former chief of the
Gorkha Volunteer Cell's
Kurseong Committee, is now
with the Trinamool Congress.
His associate is a contractor.

Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, who was here
today, refused to comment on the
arrests. The Gorkha National
Volunteer Force has threatened
to call an indefinite bandh in the
Hills unless the culprits are
behind bars.

Asked whether he would grant
the GNLF’s demand for a
special force directly under the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council,
he said he would consider the
matter.

He said there was an urgent
need to reconsider the terms of
the Indo-Nepal Treaty. for the
border between the two coun-
tries had turned into a hotbed of
18I activity, “The area needs bet-
ter policing,” he said.

Bhattacharjee said he would
ask the Prime Minister to look
into the demand on the treaty
Flights between Kolkata and
Kathmandu ought to be treated
as international and not domes-
tic, as it is now. This will allow
better screening of passengers
and more stringent security
checks.

Asked if he would request the
Nepal Government to hand over
Gorkha Liberation Organisation
ieader Chhatre Subba to India.
he said this was for the Govern-
ments of India and Nepal to dis-
cuss,

“Nonetheless, I will ask the
Centre to put pressure on the
Government of Nepal.”
Buddha visits patients: The

7

Subash Ghisingh

Chief Minister today visired
parients of the mystery killer
disease undergoing treatment at
the North Bengal Medical Col-
lege and Hospital. Subsequently,
he met health officials. Subse-
quently, he told reporters that
things were well under control
and no new cases had been
reported. Today, one more victim
of the killer fever died at the haos-
pital, taking the toll to 37. He
urged peopie of North Bengal to
take their patients to the North
Bengal Medical Coliege, not else-
whetre.

Buddha attends CPM meet:
The Chief Minister ruled ocut a
creation of a separate Kamtapur
State, Addressing party workers
here, he said the Trinamool
Congress, that has joined hands
with the EKamtapur People’s
Party, has no morality Asked
whether his party was open to
entering into an alliance with the
KPP he said: “Such a move would
be suicidal.” The KPP leader
recently said his party was open
to forming an alliancewith any
political outfit.




N epal snag
in Ghising '
attack yrobe

FROM FROBIR PRAI\[ANIK

Siliguri, March 3: Pelice on the
trail of Subash Ghising’s attack-
ers have returned empty-handed
vet again {rom Nepal, raising
doubts about the manner in which
the entire operation has been
handed.

Nepal police had claimed to
have arrested two persons sus-
pected to be the masterminds of
the strike on the Gorkhaland
leader and were to have handed
them over {o the team from West
Bengal. But, ~criticised by the
media for the manner in which
the entire operation has been car-
ried out, the Nepal police devel-
oped cold feet and are now reluc-
tant to compiy with the SIT's

‘request.

“Certain diplomatic problems
have croppad up. We are not get-
ting any cooperation from our
Nepal counterparts, The SIT team
which went to Dharan in eastern
Nepal vesterday to bring back the
two arrested persons have re-

“turned empty-handed,” an SIT
official said today.

The operation in Nepal — co-
denamed Teer — was the third
since the atrempt on Ghising's life
on February 10.

Reports vesterday had suggest-
ed that the Nepal police had hand-
ed over two of the alleged conspir-
ators — Sheran Dewan and Arjun
Chetiri — 1o the SIT. Also, mili-
tant Gorkha leader Chhattray
Subba was believed to have sent
feelers to the SIT through the
Nepal police that he was willing to
surrender.

Faced with strong public criti-
cism, the Nepalese authorities
seem to have “backtracked” on
handing over the suspects.

“The entire matter is now
being dealt with at the highest
level between Delhi and Kathman-
du, Though there is no formal ex-
tradition treaty between the two

countries, - t‘fle e have been in-
stances in the past when some
criminals have, been handed
over,” the SIT offitial said.

The media in Nepal have even
questioned the mapner in which
the arrests were made and won-
dered how only Sharan and Arjun
were taken into custody while two
other suspects — Pradeep Ben-
jamin and Harke Bahadur —man-
aged to give the police a slip.

The SIT believes that both
Harke and Pradeep could be mem-
bers of the strike force that car-
ried out the ambush.

The GNLF, too, have ques-
tioned the way the district police
have handled the investigations.
“We are not too happy with the
manner in which police are con-
ducting the investigations. Time
is running out on our deadline on
the arrests. We want the master-
minds and the attackers arrested
by March 18,” GNLF’s Kurseong
branch committee chief Indra
Narayan Pradhan said.

Pradhan refused to comment
on the reported arrests of the two
suspects. “Unless we see with
our own eyes that the master-
minds are arrested, we will not
make any comments. Police could
as well be on a wild-goose chase
for all we know. They may even be
trying to hoodwink the people
by arresting some small fish,”
Pradhan said.

Kurseong bandh today

Two CPM activists were killed
and five others injured when al-
leged activists of the Communist
Party of Revolutionary Marxists
attacked them in Darjeeling last
night.

The Kurseong zonal commit-
tee of the CPM has call alZhour

in protest against
at Rongmuk-Ci
under Jorebungalow  police
station. s
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Hitmen in net, Subba

in surrender signal

FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK - |

. Siliguri, March 2: Investigators

on the trail of Subash Ghising's ai-
tackers loday claimed they had
nabbed twoe prime suspects and
are on the verge of getting militant
Gorkha leader Chhattray Subba
in their net shortly.

While two of the masterminds
of the strike on Ghising were
handed over to the special investi-
gation team (SIT), Subha has sent
feelers through Nepal police that
he is willing to give himself up to
the West Benga) police.

The Gorkha National Libera-
tion Front {GNLF) has alleged
that Subba, who heads the Gorkha
Liberation Organisation (GLO),
had hatched the conspiracy to as-

© sassinate Ghising,

The SIT, which is in its fourth

i mission to Nepal as part of Opera-
. tion Deer, is desperate for results

because the GNLY has threatened
o resume the indefinite hill ban-
dh from March 19 if the agsailants
are not arrested.

An official with the SIT told
The Telegraph that the Nepal po-
tice handed over two of the sus-
pected conspirators — Sharan
Dewan and Arjun Chettri— to the
team at Morang in the eastern hili
district of Ilam, Dewan is said to
be the second most important per-
son in the GLO hierarchy.

The official disclosed that

Chhattray Subba

Subba had indicated he is ready
to surrender. “We have also made
contacts with Subba, who has ex-
pressed his willingness to surren-
der himself to us. The matter is
being discussed between us and
our Nepal counterparts,” he said.
Both Sharan and Arjun were
arrested by Nepal police at
Chavanpur a week ago. Investiga-
tors said that the blueprint of the
ambush was primarily drawn up
by Sharan and Vijay Dewan, hus-
band of Dimple Dewan — the
housewife who was among the
first to be arrested after the Febru-

ary 10 ambush.

Subba’s son, Santash alias
Gorey Subba, had arranged for
the supply of arms and ammuni-
tion. O.R. Kothwal, who was ar-
rested along with Dimple, was the
main conduit for the arms supply.
Police are now on the lookout for
Vijay and Santnsh.

“Wea have managed to trace
Subba by tracking calls made
from Siliguri and Kurseong to his
cellphcne. We got his mobile
phone numbers from the five peo-
ple arrested. We traced him to a
particular spot in eastern Nepal,”
the official said.

The two detainees were bro-
ught to the Morang police station
from Chavanpur on Tuesday.

The assailants' trail led to:
Nepal after Dimple squealed dur- ;
ing sustained interrogation. :

Dimpile, a housewife, and Kot- -
hwal, a drug dealer-cum-car-hi- [
jacker, were picked up for ques- |
tioning on the basis of records of
calls made to the ceflphone recov-
ered from the attacker killed dur-
ing the ambush.

Though Arjun was picked up !
by the SIT for questioning, he was
set free after a couple of days. Sha-
ran and Arjun had headed the
Kurseong and Gavabari units of
the Subba-led Gorkha Volunteer
Cell — the GNLF militant wing —
during the statehood agitation in
the mid-eighties.




rain collision at Great Heck near Selby in England bn Wednhesday. At least 13
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UN, Iraq to meet again
on ending stalemate .

United Natfons, February 28

THE UNITED Nations and Iraq
concluded rhe first highlevel
negotiations in pver two years on
bridging an impasse regarding
N sanctions and  weapons
inspectors .

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
asked Iragi Foreign Minister
Mohammed Saeed Al-S8ahhaf to
consider two dates for resuming
the “dialogue™. Trang had request-
ed to end the stalemarte. A)-Sahhaf
wonld not give details buat said the
next round would probably be
held in New York “within a few
weeks”. The meeting islikelv to he
held after an Arab Summit in
Amman, Jordan at the end of
March,

US Secretary of State Colin
Powell has said he hoped the pro-
posed revisions to UN sanctions
could be completed before the
Arab meeting. At the same time,
military sanctions an Baghdad
should remain sirict, Powell
added.

Trinamool members held in

Nepal for

Il

q §.i0

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 28
NEPAIL HAS neither admitted
nor denied newspaper reports
about the arrest of two alleged
Trinamaool Congress activists by
its police suspecting their
invalvenment in the February 10
ambush on Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front (GNILF) supremo
Subhas Ghisingh.

Spokesman of the Nepalese
Home Ministry, GB Pandey toid
Hindustan Times on Wednesdav
that rhe yveports were still being
verified by the department.

On the contrary, two promi-
nent Kathmandu-based dailies
loday reported that a police teram
headed by Sub-inspector Devi
Pokhrel arrested the Trinamool
men from near Chainpur in east-
ern Nepal on Friday

Ghisingh

. ,\/‘, 1\ I
el ﬂl

Though the papers claine
that the arrested persons hailed
from Kurseong in Darjeeling dis-
trict, they did not identify the
arrested. Reports only said that
the police was trving to ascertain
if the Trinamool men had any
hand in the ambush.

According to the daities, the
arrested persons during interro-
gation told police that they left
home after the GNLF attacked
their party workers following the
ambush. The detainees were for-
warded to the Morang district
policeon Tuesday

Their arvest has come asa sur-
prise as the West Bengal Govern-
ment has been claiming from the
beginning that the Gorkha Liber-
ation Organisation (a breakaway

. GNLF faction) is involved in the

ambush.
[t has further alleged that GLO

ambush link

~

7

chief Chattre Singh Subba has
notonly forged links with radical
Nepalese Communists, but is
also at present in hiding in east-
ern Nepal.

A police team from Darjeeling
visited somie eastern Nepalese
villages soon after the ambush.

GNLF workers had attacked
and damaged houses and proper-
ty of a number of leaders belong-
ing to the GLO, the Akhil
Bharatiya Gorkha League, the
Bharativa Gorkha Jan Shakti,
and the All-Gorkha Students’
Unien (an independent organisa-
tion), all organisations that have
stuck to the Gorkha Iland
demand.

Ghisingh had given up the
demand while signing the tripar-
tite agreement with the West
Bengal Government and t
Union Government in 1988.

e —
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GNL

HT Correspondent /‘ {
Kolkata, February 20 H l/
THERE WOULD be an indefinite
pandh in the Darjeeling hills
from March 19 if the culprits
involved in the assassination bid
on Gorkha Nationatl Liberation
Front {GNLF) chief Subash Ghis-
ingh were not arrested by that
time, GNLF MLA Shanta Chhetri
told the Assembly today.
Speaking during Mention
Hour in the House, Chhetri made
it clear that the GNLF would not
settle for anvthing short of a CBI
probe into the incident. She said
that GNLF MLAs would sit on
dharna outside the Writers’

I leader

N

Buildings ix tate Govern-
ment did \not concede the
demand. She proposed to meet
the Chief Minister tomorrow
and take up the issue.

The GNLF legislator echoed
the party’'s demand to raise a
combat force in the hills to tackle
terrorism and said the GNLF
chief would soon discuss the
issue with the State Government.
She stuck to the party stand that
the police force in the hills he
placed under the control of the
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council
(DGHC). “People are panicky and
have lost faith in the police. It is
time one does something in this
regard,” she said amidst cheers

-

from a handful of Congress
MLAS present in the House.

Chhetri was bitterly critical of
the police and administration for
allowing the assassination
attempt on a mass leader like
Ghisingh. “It is strange that on
the day the incident happened all
senior police officials of Darjeel-
ing district, including like police
superintendent and even the dis-
trict magistrate were absent. I
wonder how that happened on
the very day when our leader was
attacked.”

Talking to reporters later, the
GNLF MLA said that the absence
of a whole lot of senior officials
on the day of attack on Ghisingh

Police lob tearzas  Eneenhalitic tnll meec
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ands CBI probe

needed to be ingquired. She did
not rule out the complicity of a
section of administration and
police in the assassination
attempt on Ghisingh, but
refused to elaborate further on
the issue.

She parried guestions as to
whether the GNLF demand for
a CBI inquiry denoted their
total lack of faith on the police
and the CID wing of the State
police, which has now been
entrusted with the inquiry into
the bid on Ghishing’s life.

“We have made our demand in
a certain context and that need
not be explained,” Chhetri
added.

Dowry claims
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DARJEELING/CALCUTTA,
Feh. 20. - The GNLF is report-
edly considering reviving the
Gorkha Velunteer Cell to main-
tain peace in the hills,

The party has little faith in
police, 10 of whose 22 outposts
in the hills are virtaally defunet,
it has emerged after the attack
c¢n Mr Subash Ghisingh. The
GNLF believes the state govern-
ment has neither the inclination
nor the wherewithal to counter
vielence,

The GV, which comprised
militant activists of the front,
was set up during the Gor-
khaland agitation of the
1980s. It was disbanded after
the sigming of the DGHC Ac-
cord in 1998, [ts members, In-

their arms Lhat year.

GNLF leaders said in Dar-
jeeling today that once the
GVC was re-activated, it wo-
n't take long to find out the
culprits behind the attack on
Mr Ghisingh on 10 Februarv.

“We have no {aith in the in-
vestigating agencies of the
slate,” GNLF's Darjeeling
branch president, Mr Dipak
Gurung, said. He demanded
that the Centre investigale
and nab the aides of GLO
leader Mr Chhatrey Subba,
suspected to have master-
minded the atiack.

The GNLF leadership
reiterated its demand that the
home department be handed
over to the DGHC, The state
government refused to trans-

fer the home department to
the DGHC thetigh the demand
0

ting up of the council in 1988,

mulls cadre force

maintain peace

Mr Gurung said the the -

bandh, called off yesterday,
would be resumed on 19
March unless the culprits be-
hind the attack were arrested
and a special combat force
created under the DGHC. On-
ly the HS examinations will
be exempted from the bandh.

The Gorkha National Wom-
en's Organisation has called
for a bullet-proof car and Z-
category security for Mr Ghi-
singh. I{ the demands are not
met “we will be compelled to
call an indefinite strike from
19 March and the administra-
tion will be fully responsible
tor any untoward incident,”
said the women’s wing presi-
dent, Mrs Gopi Maya Gurung.

GNLF MLA Mrs Shanta

cloge

horder

n 1 2 S
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Feh. 18.
GNLF has suspended the
bandh in hill sub-divisions of
Darjeeling, Kurseong and Ka-
limpong by a month from 6
a.m. temorrow. '

Meanwhile, Mr Subash Ghi- |,

singh was released from a pri-
vate pursing home here today
and he left for Darjeeling.
GNLF's Kurseong branch
president Mr IN Pradhan
said today: “We have given
the authorities a month’s
time to arrest those responsi-
" ble for the attack on Mr Ghi-
singh and recover the arms
- used in the ambush,
“If the authorities fail to
. show results within a month,
we shall be compelled to én-
force the bandh.”
The suspension indication
. came yesterday when the
i GNLF chief said he had asked
party’s branch presidents to
consider relaxing the bandh
for tea and cinchona planta-
tions.
The doctors attending on My
. Ghisingh said the DGHC
" chairman had recovered from

-

~ The |

G ILF suspends hill "
andh for a month

No pilot van escorted the
GNLF leader’s motorcade in
the town area for security rea-
sons. The motorcade avoided
the Pankhabari road where he
was shot at and made for
Darjeeling via Hill Cart Road
{NH 55) amid tight security. A
huge crowd welcomed Mr Ghi-
singh at his Jalapahar resi-

. dence in Darjeeling.

Prices of essentials have
shot up in the Hills. So also in
Sikkim since the NH 55, life-

- ~ line to the state, runs through

Mr Subash Ghisingh waves at
supporters as he walks out of a
Siliguri nursing home on Sunday

after his discharge. — The Statesman

injuries. Mr Ghisingh was ad-
mitted with bullet wounds on
his head and ear on 10 Febru-
ary.
Mr Ghisingh walked down
the stairs of the nursing home
around 10 am. and left for
Darjeeling in a’15-car convoy.

Kalimpong sub-division.
People . went -on -a buying
spree afier the bandh was re-
laxed for a few hours on 15
February and this led to
shortage of goods since there
was ne supply Traders
feared that the people, with-
out realising the shortage,
might ransack their shops.
Residents, however, com-
plained of hoarding and arti-
ficial price rise. Drains in the
Hills were overflowing, rais-
ing the fear of spread of some

disease. .
* ® Editorial: W
violence, pdgeé 6
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Ghisingh can’t monopolise use of Fore

Y suggesting that he be allowed to set up a “combat force”
to tackle militants responsible for the attack on him,
Subash (Ghisingh implies a function of the state police, It has
long been his demand that law and order be transferred to the
Hill Council. If the Left Front despite its tacit understanding
with him on matters relating tc the solitary parliamentary
and three assembly seats has resisted that demand, there are
good reasons for it. The GNLF has persistently used force to
- get things done. 'Even now Ghisingh’s ploy is to hold out
threats of renewed violence should the Centre and the state
-not concede his demands for more powers and funds, not to
speak of statehood which he hasn't removed from his agenda,
To concede the demand for a2 “combat force” would amount to
sanction for crushing his political adversaries. That would be
. & dangerous signal since the Gorkha Liberation Organisation
15 as passionately committed to the use of force to wrest
power from Ghisingh. Besides, the GNLF is a divided house
as factional wars before and after the last Hill Council
. elections confirmed. Armed workers of the GNLF can only
" ereate panic, especially among uninvolved residents and
" tourists. If the GNLF can hold Darjeeling to ransom with a
' indefinite bandh, there can be little to choose between t.
GNLF and GLO: they use the same methods and Ghisin
merely claims a monopoly in the use of force. This is cleafly
unacceptahle.

Left leaders who stand by Ghisingh for purely \selfish
reasons — he has withdrawn the GNLF from assembly
elections to suit the CPI-M — may recall that it is Ghisingh
who created the monsters now spreading terror in the hills.
While power, position and plenty prompted him to change
tacties and speak in different voices, he has never officially
abjured the path of violence or renounced the demand for
statehood. To that extent he has been a victim of his own
games with ominous signals of further strikes and counter-
strikes. While the state police have thoroughly disgraced
themselves, it is beyond ali Jogic that the bandh in Darjeeling
should continue indefinitely till the assailants are nabbed.
Buddhadev Bhattacharya cannot escape administrative
responsibility merely because Ghisirfgh is a convenient tool in
the CPI-M’s hands. He must agf t¢’'save Darjeeling from
further bloodshed — and fast. . ./

- BACK TO VIOLENC
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ST BENGAL'Y
picturesque
Darjeeling hills,
which witnessed a
tloody ethnic movemnent for a
(Gorkha homeland a little over
15 years age, are once again
showing signs ol getting caught
in the throes of vislence. This at
a time when the Left Front
Government in West Bengal is
finding itself siwretched preparing
for a likely bruising electoral
showdown in two months’ time,

At the root of the current
convulsion in the hills is an
assassination bid on Mr. Subash
Ghising, chairman of the
Darjecling Gorkha Fill Council
(DGHCY As the unchallenged
supremo of the Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNL¥}, Mr.
Ghising had set the hills aflame
by authoring the Gorkhaland
movemnent which in 1986 forced
New Delhi and Kolkata to grant
him the council, a haltway
house of sors.

On Febroary 9, Mr. Ghising's
comvoy, bound for Darjecling —
“my capital”, in his words —
from Siliguri was attacked on a
narrow and winding mountain
road by militants armed with
sophisticated rifies and
grenades. Showing great
presence of mind and courage,
Mr. Ghising, bleeding from
wounds in the neck and

",

Th

_under in\‘tie hills

The Darjeeling hills
are once again
showing signs of
getting caught in the
thioes of violence.
MALABIKA
BHATTACHARYA on
the recent attack on

Subhash Ghising.

shoulders, crouched on the floor
and, moving away trom the
door on the gunmen’s side,
rolled out through the opposite
one inta a ditch below. After
about half hour, a blood-seaked
Mr. Ghising was rescued by his
assnciates, On his way to
hospital, Mr. Ghising gave a
clear plan of action to his men
on how to deal with the
situation at various levels.

The attack on Mr. Ghising,
widely believed to be the
handiwork of Mr. Chhatre
Subha, a one-lime Ghising
pratege who has turned against
the GNLF supremo for his
purparted hetrayal of the
Gorkhaland cause, is fraught
with political implications, Mr.
Subba and his band of
supporters, long suspected to be

in cahoots wuth varicus guerilla
outfits active in the nartheast,
are believed to be hiding in
sancluaries in Nepal.

Ihe West Bengal Chief
Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, barely four
months into the job, has jold
the State Assembly that his
pelice have almost got to the
bottom of the ambush as they
have identified the masterminds,
their political affiliations, their
travel and money roules over
the pasl few months. Among the
masterminds is Mr, Subba who
can be flushed vut of his
sancruary only with assistance
trom the Centre, Mr.
Bhattacharjee says. [1 s
apparent that Mr. Bhattacharjee
does not want to take any ragh
step when it invalves Nepal,
because he, oo, 1s aware of how
a nasty rumour involving the
actor, Mr. Hrithik Roshan, very
nearly spoilt relations beiween
the two countries, Mr,
Bhattacharjec also hinted in the
Asserbly that he had decided to
hold back crucial information in
the overall interest of the
current invesligation.

For the ruling Leftists what
comes as a rude shock is the
revelation ol the existence of a
terror network which My, Subba
has put in place in North Bengal
with assistance from militant

. Subhash Ghising speaks to the press from his hospital bed... unchallenged no more,

outfits such as the NSCN.
Tronicaily. when Mr, Subba
onenly issued a threat to Mr.
Ghising and his DGHC
councillors a few months ago
and asked them to give up office
for realising “Gorlkhaland”, no
one ook hin sericushe, His
chilling line: "1 will have Ghising
and his councillors killed if they
did not quit by fanuary 31,7 was
greeted with titters.

The reason for the Leftists’
growing anxiety is not difficult
1o comprehend. With the
elections round the cormer, West
Bengal is increasingly getting
scarred with political vielence.
Thanks to Ms. Mamata
Banerjce’'s aggressive politics
and the leftists’ matching
response, parts of Midnapore
are already tense. In the plains
af North Bengal, the ethnic
Kanitapur movement is fast
snowhalling into a volatile issue
with support from the
Trinamool Congress and a few
other Opposition parties.

Againsl this background, if
Mr. Subba covertly ties up with
the protagonists of Kamrapuy
and resurrects the Gorkhaland
movement, the Government witl
find itself in a jam before the
elections. For Ms. Banerjee's
Trinamwoo! Congress, which is a
relatively weak force in North
Bengal, such a situation will be
tempting 1o exploit.

As Tar as Mr. Ghising is
concerned, the ambush
portends shaky times ahead
because it shows up Mr. Subba’s
¢ffective penetration of his inner
cirele without whose — at least
a part of it — complicity the
attack could not have taken
place. Already, the police are
putling under the microscope a
few Gorkhaland councillors who
have fately hecome high
spenders.

But what is causing concern
to the GNLF is the realisation
that the attack is also a pointer
to populay disifusionment with
the DGHC and, also to some
extent, with Mr. Ghising wha
rade to power selling to the
people - - most of whow ave
poor — the dream of
“Gorkhaland ™. Rising poverty,
unemployment and dimunition
in life appear ta be forcing a
large: number of Mr, Chising's
voters 1o suspect the DGHC
be a letdown, a betrayal of the
causc. Mr. Subba, the
breakaways from the CPIM)
and the GNLE and other
detractors of Mr.Chising, who
have been lyving low all these
days, are now showing signs of
going for the jugular because
they think their time has finally
CONC.
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]/ Why attack on
Ghisingh isn’t a

big

HE 2

deal in Nepal

Keshav Pradhan Mi senior Nepalese jour-
Kathmandu, February 17 1& nalist said: "Mr Ghisingh does not

NEPAL CONTINUES to down-
play last week's abortive bid on
the life of Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNLF) supre-
mo  Subhas  Ghisingh, This,
despite the fact that Indian securi-
ty agencies firmly believe that
Nepal is being used as the main
shelter for Ghisingh's assailants.

Speaking to The Hindustan
Times yesterday, Nepalesc Home
Ministry spokesman G.B. Pandey
said: "We bave no knowledge of
any militant outfit using our lerri-
tory to carTy out any attack on Mr
Ghisingh. However, we wilt cer-
tainly take action if anything like
this comes to our notice. At the
moment though, the situation in
the border region is normal.”

On the other
hand, Indian
newspaper rep-

make news here because he is no
longer considered a fighter of the
Gorkhu cause.”

Nepal muy eastly refute allega-
tions of being a conduit for |
Pakistan's ISI agents, but it cannot
convincingly deny the presence of
militant  clements  from  the
Darjeeling  hills. What further
weakened its position was the
arrest of Dilip Bhujel, a former
Kalimpong-based GNLE activist,
on March 31 last year. by the CBI
in connection with the 1A hijack
case. This apart. Nepal's clums
that its Maoist insurgents were set-
ting up links with Indian outfits
like the ULFA, MCC, PWG cle
may help Indian investigators get
clues about militant activity invust-
ern Nepal bordering the narrow’
Islampur-Sili-
guri corridor.

The Nepelese

arts, based on
information provided by the intel-
ligence agencies, claimed that the
prime suspect, Gorkha Liberation
Organisation (GLO)  chief
Chhatra Singh Subba, was holed
up in eastern Nepal, They further
revealed that Subba, had held a
meeting with Communist extrem-
tsts from Bihar in eastern Nepal
prior to the ambush.

The Nepalese media, which
hailed Ghisingh as a crusader of
the Gorkha cause in the Eightics,
is lukewarm in their coverage of
the ambush and its aftermath.
Only a handful of dailies and
weeklies carried reports about the
attack. Cox ed 1o this, Pakistan
TV, whiel is quite popular in the
figdom, gave the incident a lot of
importance. Explaining the phe-

Maoists, whose
rebellion for turning the kingdom
into a Republic entered the sixth
vear on February 12, arc said to
have formed a parallel govern-
ment in a number of western
Nepal districts bordering Tibet.
Another factor that has made
Indian intelligence agencies focus
on the Nepal angle is the fact thai
GNLF's arms tramning camps were
present in the castern Nepalcse
districts of Ham and Jhapa during
the Ghisingh-led Gorkhaland agi-
tation. Most of the major opora-
tions against  security  forces.
including the December [0, 1987
ambush on the then Darjecling
DIG R. K. Handa. were carricd
out from these camps. Besides, the
GLO had also initially sct up 11s

underground camps in IlaV

P
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~Ghising hitmen
trail leads to

Naxalite
f \link tlegle

FROM PROBIR Pm !

Siliguri, Feb. 17: The crack team
of investigators, which is in Nep-
al to hunt down the assailants of
Gorkhaland leader Subash Ghis-
ing, is closing in on the militants
holed up at Chandaguri in Jhapa
district.

The mission, codenamed Op-
eration Deer, has zoomed inon a
Naxalite Maoist Communist Cen-
tre (MCC) hideout in the Terat
area where the attackers have tak-
en shelter, an officer of the special
investigating team (SIT) said.

“We expect the team to keepa
close watch on the militants and
at the appropriate moment, we in-
tend to nab them,” he said.

The SIT has set up a “control
room” at Matigara police station
on the outskirts of Siliguri to
monitor Operation Deer. The po-
lice station has been turned into
an interrogation centre, where of-
ficers of the Intelligence Bureau,
CID and the Central Subsidiary
Intelligence Branch are question-
ing suspects round the clock.

Four strongrooms on the first
floor of the double-storeyed build-
ing have been converted into inte-
rrogation cells, where prime sus-
pects Dimple Dewan, Om Raj Ko-
tivwal, Kumar Chhettri, and Shy-
am Thapa are being questioned
separately. Chhettri and Thapa
were arrested on Thursday, three
davs after the 30-year-old house-
wife and the carjacker-cum-drug
dealer were held.

/(Orﬂy members of the SIT have
ccess to the floor, which is being

guarded by 10 armed policemen.

Vijay Chhettri, a fifth conspir-
ator arrested along with Kumar
Chhettri and Thapa, is being in-
terrogated at an undisclosed loca-
tion. “Vijay is being used hy the
SIT to identify and locate other
suspects,” an official said,

The hunt for Dimple’s “con-
tractor” hushand, Vijay Rai, ison.
Vijay is suspected to be the main

the masterminds
and the ¢éxecutors of the ambush.
Investigators have managed to
break Dimple and Kothwal and
identified the slain militant as
Kamal Thapa, a resident of Man-
akamana in Kalimpong. “We have
managed to ascertain the identity
of the slain militant, earlier iden-
tified as R.B. Singh of Manipur. A
refative was brought in from Ka-
limpong today who identified the
slain militant,” the official said.
The investigators suspect that
MCC rebels were part of the

Sikkim reprieve

Gangtok, Feb, 17 (PTI): Sikldm,
cut off for the seventh day today
because of the GNLF bandh, got
a reprieve with vehicles being ai-
lowed to enter and leave the state.

The relaxation came after
Sikkim Governor Chaudhury
Randhir Singh and chief secre-
tary S§.W, Tenzing met Subash
Ghising yesterday in Siliguri.

Sources said GNLF agitators
“allowed” eight state buses and
trucks carrying passengers and
essential commodities to and
from the state along NH 314, the
state’s lifeline that passes
through DGHC area.

team that ambushed Ghising’s
convoy,

“The operation was divided
into three wings — planners,
spotters and executioners. We
still have to piece together some
vital missing links about the
identity of the masterminds.
Apart from that, we are on the
right track.

“The strike force may have
had some logistics support from
across the border, where they are
now hiding. Though Chandaguri
is a hub of Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence, we are not

certain if they were iw

the official said.
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- KPP to sue state for
~sdetaining leaders

SUDIPTA CHANDA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGUR]Y, Feb. 17. — The
Kamiapur Peoples’ Party
president Mr Atul Roy said
KPP would file a writ petition
in Caicutta High Court
against the state government
and police for arresting and
detaining its leaders following
a police raid on 27 November.
Mr Atul Roy told The
Statesman today the party
was planning to hold talks
with the state Congress lead-
ership with an aim to form an

anti-Left front for the forth-
coming Assembly elections.
Refusing to divulge the de-
tails of the outcome of the par-
ty's central committee meet-
ing recently heldin Dhupguri,
Mr Roy, however, did not rule
a possible alliance with the
Trinamul Congress.

He “only wants to explore the
possibility of an electorai
understanding with the Con-
gress” as some PCC leader-
ship has “approached him for
talks.”

The raid on 27 November led
to arrest of prominent KPP

leaders and key members of
the All Kamtapur Students’
Union, including the ouifit’s
vice-president Mr Kedar 5i-
nha and general secretary Mr
Bishnumochan Patoari.
Charges of anti-national ac-
tivity, extortion, kidnapping
and violence were brought
against 88 KPP activists.
“The charges against them
are false. They were framed to
thwart the Kamtapuri move-
ment,” Mr Roy said.
The arrest of the KPP and
Aksuleaders came as a severe
blow for the Kamtapuri move-

ment. Ever since the deten-
tlon of its top-hrass, the
KPP movement had been re-
stricted to a rally and three
joint  programmes  with
the JMDM,

While admitting that the
party’s prime objective now
is to get the detained leaders
out of jail, Mr Roy said: “It
ig important from the organi-
sation’s point of view. Once
free, the leaders will be able
to mobilise suppopt which
ig important in
forthcoming
tions.
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Nepal mlss10n for Ghising hit men

FROM PROBIR PRAMAN! [K

Siligurt, Feb. 16: A team of in-
vestigators is leaving for Nepal to-
morrow to track down Gorkha-
land leader Subash Ghising's as-
sailants who are believed to have
taken shelter there.

An officer connected with the
case iold The Telegraph that
hand-picked personnel, chosen
from the special investigation
team that was set up in the after-

ts who are learnt to be hiding
in Chandaguri area of Nepal's
Jhapa district.

“We have information that the
assailants are holed up in a hide-
outnear Chandaguri in Jhapa dis-

trlct of eastern Nepa] Ateam will
leave for Nepal tomorrow and wiil
he assisted by our Nepal counter-
parts, Though we had informa-
tion that the attackers had
sneaked into the neighbouring
country, our hands were tied due
to diplomatic hurdles,” the offi-
cial said.

Security has been tightened
around Ghising after a bomb
threat call was made fo the Silig-
urinursing home where he is re-
covering, (See Page 11)

The investigators claimed to
have succeeded in getting Dimple
Dewan, the 32-year-old housewife
whase house near Siliguri was al-
legedly used by the conspirators
as a control room, to talk.

Information revealed by Dim-
ple has given the police vital clues

on the plot to eliminate Ghising,

The investigators who were
working on the evidence found
from the killed militant, includ-
ing a cellphone and a diary, said
thevy had managed to crack the
coded entries.

“¥We have managed to decipher
the coded entries in the diary
found on the slain mititamt. En-
tries in the diary had codenames
with a set of numbers against
them. DMmple, wha had initially
proved a tough nut to crack, has
started singing now: She is not di-
vulging much and is only giving
us information we already knew,
She is very shrewd but with time,
we expect to break her complete-
15" the official said:

According to the investigators,

Dimpie was given the codename

“kangaroo” while Om Raj Kothw-
al, the car-hijacker-turned-drug
dealer, was known as “Gangu”,

“While we've managed to
piece together Dimple’s role in the
conspiracy, the part played by
Kothwal is not very clear. Calls
recorded on the ¢ellphone recov-
ered from the slain militant were
made from both Dimple's land
line, which has been sealed, and
Kothwal's mobile, But we're still
not sure to what extent Kothwal
was involved in the conspiracy,”
the official said.

Sources said that Kothwal, an
ex-armyman from Doda district of
Jammu and Kaahmlr, ha settled

president.
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Adamant’ GNLF
sticks to CBI .
probe demand

HT Correspondent
Siligun, February 16

N

IGH DRAMA — e\hcil
short-lived —stray vialence
and little sign of withdraw-

al of the indefinite bandh called by
the “adamant™ GNLF supporters
marked the sixth consecutive day
of the shutdown.

As normal life remained paral-
ysed inthe Darjeeling hills today. it
taok a4 couple of calls about a
bomb calls being planted at the
private nursing home here, where
the DGHC Chairman Subuash
Gihisingh is Tecuperating, for the
pulice to press the panie buatton,
Sniffer dogs were rushed 1o the
spot and the securily
was lghtened. Later on,
the call turned out to be
u hioax.

Violence — the over-
riding common denomi-
nator in the hill bandhs

was onee more evi-
dent today when a sec-
tion of the GNLIL sup-
porters set ablaze a jeep
near  Longview  tea
estute at Simulbari in
Kurscong subdivision.

Even though the rest of the
Darjecting hills remained by and
large poeacetul and Sikkim contin-
wed to remain cut-off from the rest
of the country. the GNLEF support-
ers were busy drumming up sup-
port for immediate arrest of their
seprema’s asswilants.

Party workers brought out pro-
cessions-in Darjeeling, Kurscong
and Kalimpong demonding o CBI
probe into the incident.

Displaying the parly’s over-
whelming support among the rank
and file in the hills. the Gorkha
National Women's Organssation
{GNWO) - the women wing of the
GNLF — has threatened to go on

an indefinite hunger strike it the
culprits are not nabbed within the
iext three davs,

But, the GNLF's one-point agen-
cha has failed o deflect the growing
nconvenienge caused to the com-
mon people ewing to the indefinite
bandh call —scarcity of essential
commadities have started to affeet
their lives, cspecially the daily
WHEC CUTNCTS.

However, Crhisingh, whoe met the
reporters here today, refused to
louk inte the  problems  and
refrained from giving anyv deadhine
when it would be withdrawn,

The GNLF supremo. who ruled
out abour his next visit o Dethi.
wis more forthcoming about his

future course of action.

He plans  to visit
Kalkata shortly to dis-
cuss  with  the  Statc

Govermiment ahoul the
setting up ol the Special
Combat Force to deal
with  the militants.
Earlier, his demand to
bring the Foree under
the purview of the
DGHO was rejected by
the Stale Government,

Meanwhile. in a desperate bid to
putl an end to 1he bandh, the State
minister for wurban development
ungl hill affuirs. Asok
Bhattacharya, today told the news-
men that the persistence with the
strike would uitimately go against
the GNLEs interest.

Urging that the Indo-Nepal
treaty of 1930 should be reviewed,
he added  that  the  State
Government bas already asked the
Centre 10 hold talks with Nepal for
expediting the extradition of the

chief of Gorkha [Pibgration
Organisation, Chattr Subha,
widely belicved to | ¢ master-
mind  behind Saturday’s
ambush.
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'Special team
to review law
and order n

Rarjecling 8L
“«h L’.MJ frr o :
HT Correspondent V - }

Siliguri, February 12

AT A meeting of senior State
Government officials here today. it
was decided that a special investi-
gating team would be set up to
review law and order in the
Darjeeling hills. The team will
comprise officers from the CID,
IB. $IB and district policc officials
and will be monitored by North
Bengal 1G N R Das and additiooal
DGP Shymal Kumar Dutta.

Ghisingh’s security will be beefed
up immediately and security of
other DGHC councillors will soon
be reviewed, it was decided.

Utban Development Minister
Asok Bhattacharya, State Home
Secretary Sourin Roy and DG
Deepak Sanyal held a mecting
with the divisional commissioner,
district magistrate. 1G (North
Bengal), DIG and intelligence offi-
cials to take stock of the situation
in North Bengal after the attack.

Later, Roy said a multi-discipli-
nary investigating team had becn
formed. He revealed that of the 15
people police had detained in con-
nection with the assassination bid
on Ghisingh, two have been arrest-
ed. Authorities have got hold of
several clues, he said. But he
refused to comment about who or
which organisation was behind the
attack on Ghisingh.

Roy said an attack of such mag-
nitude—where assault rifles and
grenades were used—was the first
of its kind in West Bengal,

He reasoned that Ghishing’s
security was not inadequate at all
because police in North Bengal
had been given weapuns such as

K-47 rifles and SLRs.

- ® More reports on Page 4
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Siliguri, Feb. 12; As a backlash

[l _Hit men
= trai

Intelligence sources today

identified the militant Killed in
The sources said the strike-

force was made up of five former
NSCN(I-M) rebels and a couple of

of Darjeeling. investigators on
Maoist guerrillas who

the hunt for Subash Ghising's at-
tackers today traced the trail be-
yvond Bengal's boundaries.

the shootout on Saturday as R.B.
Singh., a mercenary from Ma-
nipur and a former member of
the National Socialist Council of

gathered momentum in the hills
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah).
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were
break-

- important
through with the arrests of two

The men are believed to have
an

escaped to Nepal, where Subba is

said to be hiding.
Though police refused to dis-

the Chhattray Subba-led militant
‘Gorkhaland Liberation Organi-
close information on the slain

helped by two functionaries of
sation (GLOY).

guerrilla, they claimed to have

made

who were among the

Police sourees said that Dim-
ple, a housewife from Malaguri
on Siliguri's outskirts, and Koth-
wal, who has been arrested sever-
picked up from his hideout in

basis of records of calls made to
the mohile phone recovered from
the ambush site. Kothwal was
Karibari. near Siliguri.

people — Nimple Dewan and O.R.
were taken into custody on the |

Kothwal -

15 rounded up for questioning.

al times for crimes ranging from
car-hijacking to drug peddling.

The assailants apparently us-

ed the cellphone to keep track of

the route being taken by Ghising.

Dimple, who doesn’t have any
criminal record, denied that she

“1

had a hand in the ambush
don't know xy,at. crime I have

YHE TELZGRAPH



~"Violence mars
2«~GNLF bandh |

SILIGUR!, FEB. 11. Sporadic arson
and violence marred the start of
an “indefinite hill-bandh’™ today,
called by the Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNLF} 10 pro-
test the artack on the parry chief,
Mr. Subhas Ghising. The bandh
paralysed normal life across Dar-
jeeling district of West Bengal, po-
Hee said,

The Inspector-General of po-
lice, North Bengal, Mr. N.R. Das,
said that bandh supporters set on
fire an office of the All Gorkha
Students’ Union [AGSU) in Dar-
jeeling this morning.

Pro-bandh activists stoned the
house of M. CR. Rai, president of

* the Bharativa Gorkha Janashakd
(BGN. and set ablaze three cars
two of which belonged (o Mr. Rai.
Both the AGSU and the BGJ are
political rivals of the GNLF.  De-
scribing the bandh as total, Mr.
Das said all modes of wansport
went off the roads and shops and
markels remained closed. Alto-
gether 15 people were held for in-
terrogation, he added. Mr. Das
said the police were '“almost
sure” that Saturdayv’s ambush was
a Gorkha Liberation Organisation
{GLOY's plot. The Union Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, today

assured, Mr. Subhas Ghising, that
the culprits would be apprehend-
ed seon. He spoke to Mr. Ghising
over phone from Ahmedabad and
wished him a speedy recovery.
The Trinamool Congress chief
and Railway Minister, Ms. Mama-
ta Banerjee, loday joined the
GNLF in demanding a CBI probe
into the attack en Mr, Ghising.

Speaking o newspersons al

Kotkata. Ms. Bunerice said the in-

cident had vindicated her party’s
position that West Bengal's law
and order situation had reached
its nadir.

Terming the incident as “un-
fartunate”, she said “if a leader of
the stature of Mr. Ghising can be
prone to such attacks, you-can
well imagine the plight of the
common people’.

The West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee, today asserted that Saturday’s
attack on the GNLF chief, Mr.
Subhas Ghising, at Pankhabari
had no connection with the
“Gorkhaland jssue’.

Meanwhile, Dr. Malay Chakra-
borty, the neuro-surgeon who op-
erated on Mr. Ghising, said he
was out of danger.— PTL UNT
-
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~ Violencé in the hﬂl%\y

GORKHA LEADER Subhash Ghising's providential cscape
from a murderous attack will be hailed with great relief by the
people of West Bengal and especiatly those living in the
Darjeeling area. Even now, the hilly region is facing wide-
spread disturbances, which can become worse as more infor-
mation comes te light about the nature of the attack and those
who perpetrated it. The belief that a rival Gorkha organisation
is behind the dastardly attack is fraught with dangerous conse-
quences because of the grim possibility of the two outfits con-
fronting each other all over the region. Such a turn of cvents
will be beyond the capability of even an efficient police foree to
contain. Given the reputation of the West Bengal police, which
has singularly failed to check incidents of violence indulged in
by political activists in various districts, the chances of normal-
¢y being restored in Darjeeling will not be rated too high.

Although Mr Ghising’s popularity has been waning,. he still
remains the taliest among the Gorkha leaders. 1t was inevitable
that the gradual decline in his status will lead to the appearance
of splinter outfits advacating an extremist line. The so-called

Gorkha Liberation Organisation. which is suspected 10 be
responsible for the attack, is one such group. As the word, lib-
eration, in ils name suggests, it is aiming at something more
than the autonomaous council which Mr Ghising extracted from
a reluctant West Bengal Government. But what is worrisome is
the powbilm of the GLO receiving help fm ot er m\ur“en[
outfits in the north-east. g Ialr © rﬁ / A \/\

It is not only in Parjceling that the state Government has 1o
contend with such disgruntied elements. In the plains of north
Bengal, teo, it has had to face the rebels of the Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation, who want a separate state for the
Rajbanshis living m the region. Not long ago, the stule
Government had suspected links between this outfit and the
ULFA. What these developments show is that apart from the
CPI(M) and Trinamool Cangress, which are battling cach other
mainly in the southern parts of the state, there arg other organ-
isations which pose an even more serious threpeTo the Tuw and
order situation. West Bengal may not be ipa<dismal a situation |
as Bihar is, but it is not far behind.

Death-iraps




Two hel

State sets
up special
probe team

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Feb. 12, — Even
as fingers point at the GLO
for its alleged role in Satur-
day's attack on Mr Subash
Ghisingh, a theory fast gain-
ing ground is that the attack
could have been the ploy of
some ‘disgruntled’ pecple.

Two persons, including a
woman, have been arrested in
connection with the attack.
Police are looking into the
new theory and working on
some definite clues.

The state home secretary,
Mr Sourin Roy, and the DGP,
Mr Dipak Sanyal, today said
the possibilities are many, in-
cluding the invoivement of a
students’ front.

But the two refused to con-
firm whether the attack was
political. All they would say is
that the incident was a case of
extremist violence, the first of
its kind in the state.

The state government has
set up a multi-disciplinary
special investigating team
comprising the state IB, CID,
police and the Subsidiary In-
telligence Bureau . The last, a
Central government agency,
is probably an alternative to
the GNLF’s demand for a
CBI inquiry.

Mr Roy and Mr Sanyal, who
reached here today on the
chief minister’s advice, said a
Chinese grenade, a rosary and
an AK-56 rifle were seized
from the militant killed in the
shootout. He was carrying a
diary, a wallet with money
and papers, a rucksack and
two magazines with 13 live
AK series ammunition.

But police are counting on a
mobile phone found at the
spot as their best bet. Calls to
several numbers had been
made from the cellphone.

While rejecting the allegation
of some GNLF leaders that Mr
Ghisingh was not given ade-
quate security, Mr Roy and Mr
Sanyval said the state govern-
ment has now decided to ar-
range for more security for the
GNLF chief. Mobile patrol in

the Hills wili also be increased
A special task force will soon
be set up for the 146-km Nep-
al-West Bengal border. “The
Cenlire gave the green signal
a fortnight ago, The foree
would be formed from the ex-
Isting resources,” he said.

CPM rally: The OCPI-M today

led a rally here to condemn the
attack on the GNLF chiefl. The

_protesters demanded that the

guiity should be arrested scon.
CPI-M leaders, including Mr
Asok Bhattacharva hav
called on Mr Ghisingh. Con-

too have visited him.

d for attack o

Violeng

Yy e
gress and Trinamul Ieadez;- K/\ S' Ibb

The woman arrested for sspected involvement in the attack on Mr Subash
Ghisingh. At Siliguri police station on Monday. — Salil Bera

SILIGL’RE, Feh. 12,

~ He is down but not out. Taiking te

reporiers for the first time sinice the attack on him on Saturday.,
Mr Subash Ghisingh said, “Mo thik chhu, 1 am fine), Maici kel
bhako chhaine (nothing has happened to me:.”

The GNLF chief was speaking to the journalists, sitting on his
nursing home bad, Only the sticking plaster on the back of his
head reminded the journalists that he had escaped death
narrowly. only twn days age. Mr Ghisingh appears to be in

control.
TDen't worrv

" he iold the anxious faces surrounding him, ‘I

shall recaver within a day or two and return o Darjeeling.’ Hc

also expressed satisfaction with the treatment of the doctors
and hospitality of the locals, — SNS

M More reports on page 4
E Editorial: Attempt on Ghisingh, page 6

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DARJEELING, Feb. 12. - Vi
in Kalimpong and there was
rest of the Darjeeling hills to
indefinite bandh catied by thi
its second day.

The bandh was called dema
of those responsible for the at
ash Ghisingh on Saturday.

The GNLF leaders said the
called off only after the arres!

In Kalimpong, the house of t
tiva Gorkha League leader M
was ransacked by GNLF men
was set ablaze.

A vehicle of Mr Chhatre !
torched. Mr Subba's GLO is o
suspected to be behind the att
ers appeared in Kalimpong v
threalened the “lackeys” of &
warned those who opposed M:

In Darjeeling, a large numbx
porters gathered near Chow
morning where the bodies o
guards of Mr Ghisingh were ke
before they were taken to the

Slogans demanding the arre:
rent the air as people accom
to the crematorium, They als
GLO and Agsu workers of dit
and blamed the state govern

TWS;H idie in from of closet
TE&H h?,
mESTA

 ares
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n Ghisingh

e 1n

Kalimpong,

2’s car torched

plence flared up
i tension in the
day even as the
3 GNLF entered

ading the arrest
tack on Mr Sub-

bandh would be
. of the culprita.
he Akhil Bhara-
r Norden Lama
. His motoreycie

3ubba was also
ne of the outfits
ack. GLO's post-
vhere the outfit
1 Ghisingh and
- Bubba.

r of GNLF sup-
k Bazar in the
" the two body-
ipt for sometime
crematorium.

3t of the culprits
yanied the body
1 threatened the
B CONSeqUences
ment for failing

to provide adequate security to Mr Ghisingh.

Rallies and processions were organised in
Kalimpong, Kurseong and Mirik tee.

Security was tightened in the district and
policemen were deploved outside the houses
of Opposition leaders including those of Mr
CR Rai of the United Democratic Front. Po-
licemen were also posted outside the house of
the Agsu president Mr Roshan Giri, whose of-
fice was ransacked yesterday.

The indefinite bandh called by the GNLF
paralysed life in the hills. Stranded tourists
were huddled into buses leaving Darjeeling for
Siliguri with police escort around 3.30 a.m,
Except for occasional police jeeps no traffic pli-
ed between the hills and the plains.

GNLF leaders accused the Opposition par-
ties of being in league with the GLO. They al-
so charged the government of turning a blind
eye to the violent activities of the GLO. A
GNLF leader wondered why Mr Subba and
his associates were not arrest after the Tinka-
taria violence on 12 November.

At a rally at Kalimpong, GNLF leaders
accused the state government of shielding Mr
Subba.

Chamling condemns attack: The Sikkim
chief minister, Mr Pawan Kumar Chamling
condemned the “dastardly attack” on Mr Gha—
singh and urged his West Bengal counteTpart
to take “immediate and approprifte sieps to
apprehend the culprits™

shops in}w—seong an Monday, the second day of the handh. — The Statesman



'ATTEMPT ON GHISIN GH.
XY ~JoHoodwinking hill peaple to0 long \ ”{C)

AST Saturday’s attempt nn the life of Subash Ghisin

the most serious incident to have happened in the
Darjeeling hills since the signing of the DGHC aceord in 1983,
The attack has not only left Gihiz singh, hig party the GNLF
and the state administration badly raitied but i also marks
the beginning of a new political era in the north Bengal hills
where the supremacy of Ghisingh's leadorship will not go
unchallenged. There is liltle doubt that the attack was
masterminded by Ghisingh’s une-time milirant lieutenant,

Chhatre Subba, who hasnt forgiven him ier suspending the

derand for a separate state for the Dariecling hills. The irony
is that Ghisingh himself hes becone a victim of violence
which he had once practised ir the hilis. Subba says
(Ghisingh willingly abandonea e staiehood demand to be-
come an appendage of the states Marxisis. Subba recently
floated the Gorkha Liberaticn Organisalion with the one-

point programme of securing statehood. “Armed action” to -

him is the only way of securing hiz demand. Last November
he issued an ultimatum to DGHC councillors to resign by 31
December or “face dire consequences”. He acted on his threat
by ambushing the convey of the Council Chairman himself.
This has caused panic not only among, 152 GNLF Councillors
but also those connected with trace and industry in the
Darjeeling hills, besides the hill pupulace. Many view this
incident as the beginning of yeu ancther phase of mindless
violence. Subba had made known his intentions in November
- last when his armed men fought a gur. duel with police near
Kalimpong. His links wiih Naga militants and other
extremist groups operating from Bhutan are well known.
The concern for renewed violence in Barjeeling |
Subba’s statehood demand finds favour with b
disgruntled section of the GNLE as well regional opposition
parties and apolitical groups. Monumental corruption by
Ghisingh and his coterie in the CNLF and themr failure to ful-
fil promises made during the bloody Gorkhaland movemert
have begun to disillusion pesple. They arc turning to ele-
ments like Subba for redressal. Their frustration stems from
the fact that there is no visible sign of development in the
hills although over Rs 600 creres have passed through Gha-
singh’s hands since the fornation ot DGHC. The ruling Marx-
ists have compounded the situation by aiding and abetting
Ghisingh’s corrupt practices. This iz part of a political deal
thev have struck with him by which th> control of DGHC and
other local bodies remained in Chizingh's hand 1o relurn fer
the solitary Lok Sabha seat for the Marxists. Renewed
violence in the hills is because of Ghisingh's refusal to be
accountable to anybody and his attempts al hoodwinking
both his rivals and the hill people alike. The situation is too
dangerous and cannot bhe met by rhetoric and dishonesty.




Chisingh

discuss la}xfgb/

;.
and orderd
with Govt

HT Correspondent
Siliguni, February 13 W4 ~\

b )
DGHC CHAIRMAN Subash
Ghisingh will visit Kelkata soon to
discuss law and order in the hills
with the State Government,

Talking 1o
reporters
here at the
private nyrs-
ing home
where he is
recuperating,
Ghisingh said
he was not
sure  about
when the
bandh in the hills would be with-
drawn. "It is difficult to under-
stand mob psychology, If I force
them to withdraw the strike 0w,
it could be dangerous,”

The GNLF chief denied that he
had asked for Z-caregory security,
“I am being provided Z-category
security because of the threat (o
my life.” Ghisingh refused to com-
ment when asked if he had
demanded that the Home
Department be handed over o
the DGHC. Some newspaper
reports had quoted Ghisingh as
asking  Urban  Development
Minister Asok Bhattacharya, State
chief secretary Souren Roy and
DG Deepak Sanyal 1o ask the
Government to hund over the
Department to the DGHC.

Asked if he could have averted
the ambush had he tuken the Hill
Cart Read instead of Pankhabari
Road, the DGHC chairman
replicd that he had travelled
through Pankhabari Road about
20 times in January, "Anyway peo-
ple with an evil intention will suc-
ceed anywhere,” he said,

Today the King of Bhutan, Jigme

Singye Wangchuk, and Railway
Minister Mamata Banerjee calle
up Ghisingh to wish him well,

More reports on Page & &

search

-T sleuths

Basu

son’s office

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 13

INCOME TAX officers have
reportedly seized four files on
export duty violations by former
Chief Minister Jvoti Basu's son
Chandan, A team of IT officers
went to Chandan’s Bondel Road
office here late this afternoon and
conducted the search and seizure
operations.

The ‘operation’ against Chandan
was said to be part of nationwide
IT raids on § K Todi's business
empire. Todi, who owns engineer-
ing units In a few states, is a major
scafood exporter and is a key play-
er in the stock markets, Chandan is
reportedly Todi’s partner in cultiva-
tion of shrimps and seafood export
as well as securities trading, The
raids on Todi's
office in the city

‘Todi Connection’
m

and export duty violutions were
seized from Todi's residence.
sources said. Bank lockers in the
rame of the tycoen and his compa-
nies have been sealed and bank
accounts frozen The sources said
that while going through the files,
documents and computer floppies
seized from Todi's office and resi-
dence and after interrogating him.
a firm link with Chandan in export
duty violations was established. It
was then that a team of IT officers
visited Chandan’s office and seized
more files and documents.

While family members refused to
comment on the raids, access to
Todi has been blocked hy IT offi-
cers. A few senior executives of the
group are also being interrogated.
IT sources said that a review meet-
ing on the investigations would be
held tomorrow
to examine the

as well as in magnitude  of
Delhi and the tax and
Mumbai com- export duty vio-

menced early Monday morning, IT
source said,

The sources said three teams of
IT sleuths arrived at Todi
Mansions—headquarters of the
Todi Group—in central Kolkata
early last morning. Since the offices
were closed, another I'T team went
to his residence. Apart from
income tax violations, Todi and
Basu are also alleged to be involved
in dodging export duties on
seafood exports. Specific intelli-
gence inputs on such violations by
Todi were also received from the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI). The sleuths are
examining documents to find out if
“Todi any andan were invalved in

Incriminating documents on fax

lations following which a decision
on freezing or scizing Todi’s assets
will be taken. It is learnt that due (o
the sensitive nature of the ‘opera-
tions” on Chandan, senior investi-
gation and assessment wing officers
of the IT department will scrutinisc
the files seized from his office.
The IT department did not issuc
any formal statement on the raids.
Senior officers also refused to go
on record on the raids that are
expected to continue tomorrow,
When contacted Jate this evening,
Chandan denied that any IT officer
visited his office today. “And what
if anyone did? I am a businessman
and 1 can be raided or IT officials
can examine or take away files
from my office. It's perfectly nor-
mal,” he told The Hindustan Times.
He also denied any links with Todi.
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quhaiégd struggle

Ghisingh fast losing support éven as factionalism within GNLE grows

Keshav Pradhan \A’f\/
! HE ATTEMPT on the life of Gorkha

I National Liberation Front [(GNLF}

supremo Subhas Ghisingh near Kurseong
in West Bengal on Saturday may give a new
twist to the centurv-old struggle for a Gorkha
romeland. The incident occurred when
Ghisingh was returning from Delhi afier partic-
ipating int a tripartite meet with the Central and
the West Bengal Government for re-strength-
ening the Darjeciing Gorkha Hill Council.

The council, of which Ghisingh is the chair-
marn. came into being after he signed an agree-
ment with the West Bengal Government and
the Centre on August 22, 1988, ending the
GNLF-1ed 28-month turbufent Gorkbaland stir.

Last week's meeting was held in the backdrop
of the growing restlessness among  pro-
Gorkhaland parties following the creation of
Jharkhand., Uttaranchai and Chatrishgarh.
However, these parties have not been able o
launch a full-fledged agitation becauss of strong
opposition from the GNLF, which still holds
sway over most of the Darjeeling hills.

Not only this, Ghisingh. a soldier-turned-nov-
elist-turned-politician, has alse refused 1o join
hands with the leaders of the Kamtapur and
Bodoland agitations. despirte having met them a
number of times.

Nevertheless, Ghisingh, in order to retain his
stranglehold over the region, has indirecuy
sought the creation of Gorkhaland by way of
incorporating Darjeeling and Kalimpong inte
the Indian Union as i the cases of Goa and
Sikkim. He claims that the 1950 Indo-Nepal
Treaty has made the inclusion of Darjeeling in
India iilegal. He deseribes Kalimpoeng as a terri-
tory leased out 10 India by Bhutan on the basis
of the Bhutan-British Treaty of 1863 and the
Indo-Bhutan Treaty of 1949

Ghisingh's arguments over Darjeeling's status
have failed to impress his detractors, who
accuse him of working at the behest of Kolkaa.

M -

Ghisingh talks to reporters at a nursing home i

November last was the first time. ever since
Ghisingh and his close lieutenants snatched
away the leadership of the Gorkhalund move-
ment from moderate organisations like the
Pranta Parishad in 1986. that the Gorkha
Liberation Organisation (GLO) issues threats
of physical elimination. The GLO, which was
defunct for aboui 10 vears, was set up by
Chhatra Singh Subba. who revolted against
Ghisinglh's decision to accept the council, Till
1992, the rebel. whoe headed the GNLF's police
wing -- the Gorkha Volunteers' Cell during the
1986-88 Gorkhaland stir, ran his underground
camps in eastern Nepal.

What first alarmed the GNLF and the West
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Bengal Government was the death of 4 home
guard and un alleged supporier of Subba in a
shootout, in the Dooars bordering Bhutan, on
November 12, 2000. Since then reports about
the GLO chief —a former soldier who had
spent a number of vears in Nagaland before and
after the GNLF-led siatehood movement-forg-
ing links with the Naga militants. had been
reaching Darjecling. He is suspected to be hid-
ing either in Negpal or in Nagaland.

So far, no organisation has claimed responsi-
bility for the ambush. And though, the necdle of
suspicion points 1o Subba, many. including the
police, suspect that the attack could be & fall
of factionalism within the GNLE




Baba held for abusing,
kilhng disciple m AP

Ashok Das
Hyderabad, February 13

DATTA BHAGWAN was the most
sought after baba for Hyderabad's
upwardly mobile class just a few
weeks ago. His posh ashiram on the
city outskirts, his flect of cars angd
his lavish lifestyle was everybody's
envy. His long list of disciples
included several VIPs and a2 cen-
tral minister.

Bui woday, Datta Bhagwan finds
himself behind bars. He was arrest-
ed by Rangareddy district police
on Sunday for sexually cxploiting
and killing a lady disciple. The seif-
stvled Bada had been absconding
since the murder.

The so-called godman admitted
during interrogation that he mur-
dered Srcedevi on the intervening
night of January 20-21. The lady
was found dead in the ashram at
the DK Enclave. Mivapur. on
January 21. Srcedevi. a divorcee.
was an ardent devotec of the baba
and was residing in the ashram for
quite some time.

Superintendent of Police NV
Surender Babu said thuat with the
arrest  of Sreenivas  (Datta)
Bhagavan on Sunday, the murder
of Sreedevi has becn solved.

Initiaily, the police registered a
suspicious suicidal death by hang-
ing case. ay his family members
had tried to muslead the potice by
stating that it was a suicide case.

However, afier receipt of the
post-moggem report on January 29,
it capreto light that Ms Sreedevi
€0 due to strangulation and the

investigation took a new turn. The

baba absconded, while his family

“his sexual desires by taking advan-

members insisted that he was not
present al the ashram on the night
when Sreedevi allegedly hung her-
self to death.

Police said the 43-year-old Datra
has confessed that he was a fake
godman. He seduced female devo-
tees and pressurised them to fulfil

T ——— ————

tage of their problems and psycho-
logical disorders, the police said.

Investigations revealed that the
accused was having sexual relations
with Srecdevi for the past four
vears and had promiscd her to payv
Rs 4,000 per month for her services
in the ashram, But he never kept
his promise and sometimes paid a
micagre amount to her.

Recently. Sreedevi started pres-
surising the baba to give her the
amount of Rs 2 lakh he owed her.
but the baba rejected her request.
Srcedevi then reportedly threat-
ened to expose his misdeeds.

There was a lussle and when
Sreedevi tried to run away, the
baba strangulaied her.

Therealter he  informed his
brother Ravindranath Tagore, his
wife Ms Laxmi and his sister
Anuradha. The trio hatched a plan
and rried to create the impression
that the lady had committed sui-
cide. They alse helped the haba
¢scape from the ashram,

The fuke baba hails from a poor
family in Guntar diswict and int-
tially eked out living by running
tailoring shop. But financial diffi-
culties forced him o close the
shop.

He then shifited to Hyderabad
and metamorphosed into a god-

man.
—
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Don’t use force on b
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE M £ i
DARJEELING/SILIGURI, Feb. 13. — Stray vie-
lence was reported in parts of Darjesling and es-
sential commodities remained in short supply to-
day, the third day of the bandh, even as the GNLF
dismissed rumours of a two-hour relaxation.

Supporters of the bandh ransacked a meat shop
in Judge Bazar around 12.30 p.m. today when
the owner tried {o open the shop. At Melli on
NH-31A, a tourist vehicle was held up. It was al-
lowed to pass after police intervention,

“The motor vehicles department and police are
making arrangements for the return of tourists.
About 300 tourists were sent back by five buses
and a lorry. Women and children, who could not
be accommaodated in these vehicles, were put up
for the night at the sadar police station.

Bharatiya Gorkha Janashakti president, Mr
CR Rai, and Mr MG Subba (CPI-M), have filed
an FIR against bandh supporters, for violence.

Mr Subash Ghisingh today advised the state
government not to use force against the
bandh supporters. He gaid the meb fury could
intensify if the authorities try to “apply the
brakes”. “It may take some time, but it will
cool down by itself”

The GNF chief said he will go to Kolkata once
he recovers to “disguss security in the Darjeel-
ing Hills wit & chief minister”.

GNLF exefutive councillor, Mr I N Pradhan,

rs: Ghlsm

said: “The bandh wf{‘{ continue till the men
who attacked Mr Ghisingh are arrested.”

The GNLY¥’s Darjeeling branch held a secret
meeting today. But the meeting remained in-
conclusive and some leaders left for Siliguri to
meet the party supremo and take a decision to
on the bandh.

The GNLF's Kalimpong branch president,
Mr CK Pradhan, today said the bandh may be
relaxed in the town tomorrow for tourists and
students. But he did not say for how long.

The state government will urge the Centre
to upgrade Mr Ghisingh’s security to ‘2’ cate-
gory and give him a bullet-proof vehicle. Till
such arrangements are made, the state gov-
ernment will provide maximurm security, the
state urban development minister Mr Asck
Bhattacharya, said .

Mr Jyoti Basu, the King of Bhutan and Miss
Mamata Banemee today wished Mr Glnsmgh
speedy recovery.

Police have identified the mihitant who died
in the shootout as one Ram Barar Smgh (33)
from Manipur.

The telephone number of one Vijay Dewan
has been sealed. The phone was allegedly
used to contact the ceil phone recovered from
the dead militant. Dewan is absconding and
hig wife, Dimple, is in police custody.

i
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W Another report on page 4 / .
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/Ghisingh seeks
combat force to
tackle militants

7\ l-(/\‘rl\
> 7

SILIGURI, Feb. 14. — Mr Subash Ghisingh teday shid he would
prefer to handle the home department himself in tHe Darjeeling
hills. As an alternative, he has asked for 3 combat free to tack-
le militants.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

- LG M L=
Suggesting that the Pankhabari roag should be ’;?(;gt\éd gf? VIP

thoroughfare, Mr Ghisingh said he would not interfere with the
investigation process being conducted by the state government
regarding the attack on him. He, however, indicated that inter-
vention could become necessary if official methods failed to dis-
courage the militants.

A routine investigation will not help to solve the case as
“some major powers, not just the Gorkha Liberation Organi-
sation, are behind Saturday evening's incident. The case
needs special handling, and I know how,” the GNLF president
claimed.

Unless tackled properly ahd immediately, many more im-
portant personalities may lose their lives, Mr Ghisingh cau-
tioned.

Alleging that the GLO chief, Mr Chhatre Subba, who is be-
lieved to be behind the assault, had “betrayed him even dur-
ing the period of the movement”, Mr Ghisingh said it is up to
Mr Subba to allow himself to get used.

Meanwhile, police arrested three persons from Kalimpong
today and picked up a fourth from a hotel in Siliguri for ques-
tioning in connection with the attack on Mr Ghisingh. The ar-
rested persons are Kumar Chhetri, Shyam Thapa and 3
Chhetri.

This takes the number of arrests to five.

attacking
soft targets’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \ J

N
SILIGURI, Feb. 14. - The
GNLF is attacking “soft tar-
gets” in Darjeeling hills to
avenge the attempt on Mr
Subash Ghisingh, said Mr
Norden Lama, president of the
Akhil Bharativa Gorkha Lea-
gue’s Kalimpong unit.

Mr Lama has filed an FIR.
after a mob damaged his house
in Kalimpong and set ablaze a:
motorcycle of World Vision, a
Christian missionary group
which has rented a part of Mr
Lama’s house.

Condemning the attack on Mr
Ghisingh, the ABGL leader

said: “We're a democratic org-

anisation. We don't believe im]|

bloodshed. But by attacking
us, the GNLF has proved it do-

esn't want democratic organi-

sations in the hills.

The ABGL, a constituent of
the pro-Gorkhaland Gorkha
Sanjukta Morcha, had sup-
ported the GLO leader Mr Chh-
atre Subba’s call for the revival
of the statehood demand. Mr
Subba is believed to be behind
e attack on Mr Ghisingh.
Mr Lama said the AB
would “reconsider” its s

-~ .

to the GLO.”
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GNLF relaxess//

strike for eight
hours today

HT Ctt;?r)e pandent Yy )7, \
Siliguri, February 14 M\

THE INDEFINITE strike cafled
ty rhe ONLEF will be relaxed
between 8 am and 4 pm tomoarrow
for passenger vehicles to ply on
National Highway 31 A, Toursm
counciltor IN Pradhan said today.

As the sirike entered irs fourth
day today, more than a thousand
stranded passengers were tiken 1o
Sikkim uader tight  securiny.
Hungry and penniless, these pas-
sengers. cn the road since Sunday,
hlocked Hill Cart Road for three
hours. The blockade was lifted
after Sikkim transport officiaks
and the State West Bengal police
promised (o make alternative
arrangements for them,

Bagdh supporters stoppeid the
convay o five Sikkim
Nuytionatised Transport and 12 pri-
vate bhuses at Kalifhara in
Kalimpong sub-division. GNLF
Kalimpong branch committee
president, however. denied the
allegation.

In Siliguei, GNLF chief Subash
Ghisingh stressed the need to
recruit additional combat forces
to counter militancy in Dagjeeling.
But, these must operate under the
Darjeeling Gorklia Hill Counctl,
he told reporters at a Siliguri nuys-
ing home where he is recuperating
from builet injusries.

Ghisingh refused to comment on
when the indefinite sirtke would
end. “The party (GNLF} will
decide on it.”

Reports of vandalism. however,
kept pouring in from different
parts of Darjeeling tnday.

In Darjeeling subdivision, bandh
supporters set ablaze houses of
twey Al Gorkha Students” Union
{AGSU) leaders, Dipen
Maley and Umesh Rai, at
Pokhriapong.

“The house of another of our
members. Rabin Goley, was alsa
vandalised. The AGSU plans to
observe o two-day hunger strike (o
protest against the attack on their
members,” said AGSU  chief
Raoshan Giri.

Iy another incident. handh sap-
purters, on their way home after
submitting o deputation to the
Additional District Magistrate,
damaged  five  vehicles  in
Darjecting. Somue also shattered
the windowpanes of the court-
house.
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Bandh to

" STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE é: W

SILIGURI'DARJEELING, Feb.
i 14. — The GNLF has said the
bandh in the Hills will be re-
laxed for a fixed period from to-

morrow even asg its supporters -

damaged the District Magistra- | _

te’s office
in Darjeeling today.

Tension ran high in Darjeel-
ing after GNLF supporters
damaged the DM’s office and
torched two vehicles in front of
the office.

They also gheraved the ADM's

office for an hour, demanding
the arrest of Mr Subash Ghi-
singh’s attackers.

A mob set ablaze the house of
Agsu local unit’s president at

Pokhriabong and ransacked a |

two-storeyed house of an Agsu
supporter at Tarzan Basti.

GNLF leaders and supporters
started a procession from
Chowk Bazar today. The pro-
cession was led by executive
councillors, Mr NK Kumai and
Mr K B Gurung.

The protesters demanded the
immediate arrest of the cul-
prits and threatened that the
situation cowdd go out of hand
otherwise.

“The DGHC executive council-
lor from Kurseong, Mr IN Prad-
han, said the bandh will be re-
laxed only for passenger traffic
between 8a.m. and 4p.m. from
tomorrow.

But offices, shops, plantations,
educational institutions and
, the railways will still remain
under the purview of the
bandh.
“Only buses, taxis and private

Qe relaxed

gl )

1()

vom today

Stranded foreign tourists at the SNT bus terminus on Wednesday. — The Statesman

vehicles carrying passengers
will be allowed to operate dur-
ing thie stipulated time from: to-
MOITOW.

The bandh will automatically
come into effect after 4 p.m,”
Mr Pradhan said.

Criticising the state govern-
ment and the police for their
failure to arrest any of Mr Sub:
ash Ghisingh’s attackers, he
said the bandh will continue tili
the authorities come up with
some tangible results.

The DGP Sikkim, Mr RK
Handa, met Mr Ghisingh this
evening and urged him to atlow
Sikkim-bound vehicles to cross
the bandh-hit areas.

Thousands of people headed
for Sikkim and Darjeeling, in-
cluding some foreigners, have
been stranded here since Sun-
day. The bandh has cut off Sik-
kim, for part of the NH-3iA
runs through the Kalimpeng
sub-diviston.

Sikkim Nationalised Trans-

port joint general manager, Mr
Tashi Bhutia, said the West
Bengal government today pro-
vided 13 buses with security.
Three of the buses could go to
Sikkim, while the others were
forced to return as bandh sup-
porters put up a blockade at
Kalijhora.

Police escorted 350 passengers,
including tourists, from Darjeel-
ing to Siliguri last night.

# More reports on page 3
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LUCKNOW, Feb., 14. — The
Bajrang Dal plans to go in for
aggressive campaigning
against cow slaughter in Uttar
Pradesh. Their campaign
starts from 6 March, which co-
incides with Bakri Id.

Last December the RSS, in its
month long campaign had de-
manded a ban on cow slaughter
and distributed booklets point-
ing out the reasons for protec-
tion of cows. It had demanded
that the ban on cow slaughter
be incorperated in the Funda-
mental Rights of the Constitu-
tion. Its inclusion in the Direc-
tive Principles of State Police
was not good enough,

- Mr Ved Prakash Sachan, the
state coordinator of the Bajrang

Dal said, the decision had been

framed by the various munici-

taken following the
at the Dharam Sansal organ-
ised by the VHP at tha Kumbh
in Allahabad. It plans to consti-
tute teams to check the illegal
slaughter of cows in the state,
Mr Sachan, however, said that
their campaign was not direc-
ted towards any particular
community and was not going
to cause any communal tension
in the state because of its tim-
ing. “The volunteers will not
aim at any particular commun-
ity, but keep a vigil®’, he de-
clared. The Bajrang Dal plans
to the take help of the District
Administration to make the
campaign a success.

Mr Sachan said, the Bajrang
Dal was against slanghtering
of animals in public places
which was against the rules

zgrang Dal up in arnis
against cow

slutmn pal corporations.

Incidentally, cow slaughter in
the state had been banned, The
state had constituted a Cow
Protection Commission in April
1989, when Mr Kalyan Singh
was the Chief Minister, at the
request of the VHP chief, Mr
Ashok Singhal. Its chairman
was Mr Parmanand Mittal.
Apart from a vice chariman, '
the Commission had eight offi-
cial members and fifteen non-
government members,

There were allegations that
the functioning of the Commis-
sion had been taken to further
a particular lobby of the saffron
bridge. It had been set up os-
tensibly to protect, preserve
and improve the breed of indig-
enous cows. Another of its aims
was to save cows being smug-
gled to the slaughter houses

[ -
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Mr Bhattacharya rejected press reportd that Mr Ghisingh's
convoy had been diverted on the day of the attack. He =zaid the
GNLE chief\himself had chosen the route.

Mr Ghisingh may ask the state government for a special force
under the DGHC’s control to combat terrorism and secessionist
movements in the hills, GNLF MLA, Mr Narbahadur Chhetri,
said today.

Mr Chhetri met the chief minister at Writers” Buildings.

But Mr Asck Bhattacharya said the state police is capable
enough to combat terrorism in the region. There is no need for a
separate force. Mr Chhetri said Mr Ghisingk, who may be
released from the nursing home tomorrow, will soon visit
Kolkata. The GNLF chief will discuss with My Bhattacharya the
law and order in the hills.

The GNLF would politically take on the secessionist and
terrorist forces like GLO and KLO in North Bengal, Mr Chhetri
said.

The MLA demanded that the state government pay Rs 1 lakh
to the kin of the two persons killed in the attack on Mr Ghisingh.

THE STATESMAN
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Ghisingh
stable, say
- doctors

SUDIPTA CHANDA & RABIN GIRl
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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 Violence,
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SILIGURUDARJEELING, Feb.
11. - Agitated GNLF support-

ers today torched offices of Op- .-

position parties, set vehicles on :

fire and threw stones on some

houses in Darjeeling today — °
the indefinite

the first day of
strike called by the party in
protest against the attack on
Mr Subash Ghisingh.

Doctors today said the GNLF
supremo’s condition is stable.
Mr Ghisingh's hodyguard Su-
man Chhetri and Pasang Bhu-
tia, driver of another vehicle in
the convoy, Were killed in the at-
tack at Chilaunidura near Kur-
seong last evening. One of the
assailants also died in the cross-
five, according to latest reports.
Five injured policemen have
been admitted to a local nursing
home today. The condition ©
one is stated to be gerious.

The GNLF has called an indef-
inite bandh condemning the at-
tack and demanded immediate
arrest of the culprits. Orn the
first day of the bandh today, life
came to a halt in the hill sub-di-
visicns of Darjeeling, Kurzeong
and Kalimpeng. Except police
cars, ro vehicle plied between
the hills and plains. Stranded
tourists huddled for safety In
the local police station. )

The 1GP North Bengal, Mr NR
Das and the state urban devel-
opment minister Mr Asok Bhat-
tacharya held the (Gorkha Lib-
eration Organisation responsi-
hle for the attack on Mr Ghi-
singh. The DGP

and the chief

Mr Ananda Pathak, veteran CPL-M leader,
— Thie Statesman {More photographs on pa

secretary would reach here to-

morrow to take stock of the sit-

nation, Mr Bhattacharya said.
The district administration

f has sealed the India-Nepal bor-

der to check transhorder move-
ment of militants wha might
have been involved in yester-
day's attack. The IGP said po-
lice and CRPF are combing the
hills. Fifteen people have been
detained for interrogation. A
mabile telephone recovered
from the spot may also provide
further information about the
atiackers’ identity, police said.

In Darjeeling, fension ran
high since last night following
attack on the GNLF chief. Hun-
dreds of GNLF supporters went
out on the streets shouting sto-
gans against the state pgovern-
ment’s failure to provide ade-
quate protection to Mr Ghi-
singh and demanding immedi-

meets Mr Subash Ghisingh

ate arrest of the attackers.
This morning, people gathered
at Chowk Bazar at the insist-
ence of local GNLF leaders to
express solidarity with My Ghi-
singh. A group of angry party
workers then went to the 5D La-
ma Road house of the United D-
emocratic Front chief Mr C Ral.
They pelted stones at the house
and torched three vehicles.
Another group left the Chowk
Bazar gathering and marched
towards Agsu office, alsa on sDh
Lama Road. They ransacked the
furniture and set papers on On
fire. Fire tenders were preven-
ted by the agitated mob from go-
ing there till police intervened
and lathicharged the crowd.
Yet another group of GNLF
supporters went to the ABGL
office on Laden La Road. They
ransacked the office, hurled
documents and furniture onto
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at the nursing home in Siliguri on Sunday.
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the road and set them on fire.

The house of CP1-M leader Mr
MG Subba at Singamari Phatak
was attacked. Some cars outside
the house were damaged.

Tn another incident, GNLF
supporters attacked the Jala-
pahar house of the ASP. They
gheraoed the sadar police sta-
tion for about 30 minutes in
protest against the failure of
police to provide adequate se-
curity to GNLF leaders.

The three branch presidents
of the GNLF Darjeeling com-
mittee have demanded a CBI
encuiry into the incident with
specific allegation against the
absence of the sp, DM and
ASP, Kurseong during the at-
tack on Mr Ghisingh.

There was tension In Kur-
seong where 2 procession led by
the local MLA Mrs Shanta
Chhtetri headed for the Kur-
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wrjeeling bandh

g railway station. Local
y leaders condemned the
e government’s failure to
ect Mr Ghisingh.

msion ran high in Kalim-

1, GLO leader Mr Chhatre /

ba's hometown, No unto-
1 incident was reported.
Agsu, which had issued
ats against the GNLF re-
ly, called off a public meet-
which was to be held at Ka-
ong today.
lical board: A nins-mem-
nedical board including the
Is of S8KM and RG Kar
ical colleges’ medicine de-
ments has been set up to
itor the physical condition
r Ghisingh.
« team includes neurology
ENT specialists, According
e doctors, the GNLF chief’s
lition is stable. He took
! twice today.
tors removed five linear
iters from the Mr Ghising-
wad, The shrapnel, which
ibly came from the grenade
1 not make any dent in the
1. According to scan re-
5, no foreign body is pres-
n Mr Ghisingh’s skull.
res of GNLF supporters
nged the nursing home
re Mr Ghisingh is admit-
They waited anxiously to
v about his health. Leaders
arious parties also visited
FNLF chief during the day.
Ghisingh bled profusely
ugh his right ear and nose
.external injuries, The doe-
confirmed that he was suft
g from firearm trauma.
erday, he himself signed
sond for his speration when
the closest of his pariymen
relatives refused to do so.
Ghisingh's sen Mohan and
F executive councilior Mr
'radhan visited him in the
sing. Mr LK Advani called

) inquire akout his heahb,

unother report on pag% B See ATTACK: page 4

attack on
GNLF chief’s
. supremacy
SN WA

SILIGURI, Feh.11, — Mr Subash Ghisingh mly have survived
the attack at Chilaunidura near Kurseong last evening, but nev-
er before has there been a more definite threat to his supremacy
in Darjeeling Hills.

The very first bid on the GNLF's life has opened up a turbu-
lent new chapter in the history of a region where sub-nation-
alist sentimenis have been re-ordering political priorities
since the Gorkhaland movement in the mid-eighties. Peace
seems to he shattered in the politically volatile Hills,

The survival of most parties in the region now depends on
the statehood demand. With the GNLF’s call for the revival of
the statehood campaign last April, there began a struggle to
give impetus to a movement in which most regional Opposi-
tion parties have pitched in.

Sa did the more militant section of an erstwhile GNLF which
had, over the vears, fallen out with Mr Ghisingh.

Last November, the opposition to Mr Ghisingh’s “moderate
views on Gorkhaland” gained fresh impetus with the revival of
the Gorkha Liberation Organisation led by Mr Ghisingh’s one-
time aide, Mr Chhatre Subba.

While an Opposition, which had hung onto the Gorkhaland
demand, cut out an agenda based on the failure of DGHC —
under Mr Ghisingh — to fulfil “people’s aspirations”, the GLO
took a militant step forward, bouncing back into the political
scenario in a bid to wrest from the GNLF the flag-pole of the
statehood campaign.

Mr Subba’s battle cries were reminiscent of those of the
GNLF's during the Gorkhaland movement of the eighties. But
with a difference. The “political enemy” this time was not state
administration but Mr Ghisingh himself and his coterte with-
in the GNLF.

There followed a war of words with threats to Mr Ghisingh
and his counciliors of “dire consequences” unless they relin-
quished their positions of power, for Mr Subba saw the DGHC
as nothing but an appendage of the stale government.

Mr Subba's challenge seemed to find favour among those dis-
gruntled within the GNLF itself as well as apolitical bodies

MARCUS DAM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
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HE police firing at

apakara on 2 Feb-

ruary in Jharkhand

has further tarnished

the imape of the Babulal

Marandi government. In the

two and a half months that it

has been in power, massacres

have been commonplace and
peace a rarity.

Loss of lives in police firings
and the numerous attacks by
Naxalite outfits have exposed
the hollowness of the belief
that the salubrious climate of
Jharkhand will also bring
peace with the creation of a
new state.

According te the latest
reports, the police firing at
Tapakara, about 60 km from
Ranchi, cost nine lives. A
police outpost and police jeeps
were set ablaze by the local
people, protesting against the
erection of a 7T10-MW hydel
power project over the Koel
and the Karo rivers.

This was the third firing,
several rounds of it, by the
Jharkhand police in their
short stint. The trauma of the
Jharkhandis after five people
died in Ranchi in January was
still fresh on their minds when
the second incident tock place
at Tapakara. Five people died
on the spot, Four of the injured
died in the Rajendra Medical
College Hospital. Twelve
people, including policemen,
were battling with their lives
at the hospital.

One person was killed in
Bokaro in December, when the
police fired on a crowd. Many
villagers have heen killed by
ultra-Left outfits in Palamau
and Chatra.

The block development officer
of Giddho in Chatra was
abducted, his hands and head
severed and thrown in a
jungle. Earlier, the Superin-
tendent of Police of Lohardaga,
Ajay Kumar, was gunned
down in a Naxalite hideout at
Peshrar near the district
headquarters and then the
wife of the Deputy
Commissioner of Hazaribagh
was shot dead by the Maoist
Communist Cenire a few

v %
Peace eludes a

[ S—

fledgling state

The tribals of Jharkhand had a bitter experience when they
allowed the government to acquire their land for setting up
mega industrial units and power projects. They lost their
land and in return got humiliation and hunger. In the case

P of the Koel Karo project they refuse to make

9"’

days later
The most sh me-
ful incident

the rape of ‘in-
mates of St Anne's
Convent at Bo-
karo, which had
triggered  wide-

spread condem-
nation.

Inquiries were
conducted  and

attermnpts made by
the ruling coali-
tion to deny the
incident. But it
had to admit later
that the inmates
had been raped
and molested. The
police are yet to
book the culprit.

The rapidity with |-

which such inei-
dents have taken
piace in Jhar-
khand has raised
questions, whe-
ther the Intelli-
gence  agencies
had failed to do
their work. On the
contrary, In-
telligence officials

told The Statesman that the

the same mistake, says VP SHARAN

1 further

equences of beat-
ing up a villager
and breaking the
barricades put up
by the local peo-
ple.

Intelligence
Branch officials
said that fearing
trouble,
they reached the
Tapakara outpost
the next day. But
the police and
government
officials had failed
to act promptly.
The bureaucracy
and the political
leadership's
casual approach
| to escalating vio-
lence in the state
seems has wor-
sened the situa-
tion. Neither the
ministers nor
senior police offi-
cers have ever
visited strife-torn
atreas to quell mob
fury, they alleged.

Jharkhand chief minister Bahulal Marandi: A disappointment?

In the case of Tapakara, the the cries

Jharkhand today
reverberates with

"Jaan denge, jamin

state government had been police had apparently been nahi denge (We shall lay down

kept informed.

warned about the cons-
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onr lives but will not yield our

land ™ "IWe {apakara incident
proves the {ribals’ deter-
mination.

Tapakara and its adjoining
areas where the proposed
hydel power project is to come
up is inhabited by the
Mundas, a warrior class. It s
the land of Birsa Munda, a
demigod tog the Jharkhand
tribals. His place of birth is a
few kilometres from the spot
where the trouble took place.
Birsa Munda's followers have
been resisting the setting up
of the mega hydel project
since 1973.

Since the project would
displace at least 15,000 fa-
milies living between Loha-
jimi and Basia where the
dams are to be built along
side a huge reservoir, the
affected people are deter-
mined net to allow the
government or its National
Hydroelectric Power Corpora-
tion to accomplish their task.
The government is dragging
its feet over the rehabilitation
package for the affected
families.

The antecedents of such
rehabilitation packages for
similar projects in Jharkhand
prove these are ofien anti-
people.

The fribal inhabitants had a
bitter experience when they
allowed the government to
acquire their land for setting
up mega industrial units such
as Heavy Engineering Cor-
poration, the erstwhile
Hindustan Steel Limited,
Bokaro Steel Plant, many
coal projects, besides the
Damodar Valley Carporation.
They logt their land and in
return got humiliation and
bunger.

They are determined not to
let that happen in case of the
Koel Karo project.

To prevent government
functionaries from moving
into the area, a "janta curfew"
has been clamped by the local
people.

author is The
Ranchi-based

{The
Statesman's
correspondent.)
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Subash Ghising’

s pilot vehicle which was burnt during the attaci, Picture by Abani Ghaosh
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Siliguri, . 11: Five grenade
bellets tht pierced Subash
Ghising'saip ang two lodged
in his necwere exiracted last
night bvurgeons who said
today thembushed Gorkha-

d mement Spearhead
was “out; danger”.

Newrtgurgeon Maloy Chakr-
aborty, wﬁoperated uporn Ghis-
ing after fing initia] resistance
from hidoyalists, told The
Telegrayg “His state is stable
now and ks out of danger But
he is extmely weak and pale
due to excsive logg of blood.

The Geha National Libera.
tion Fronnief was wolnded on
the right @ of hig scalp in a mil-
itant stribn hig COnvoy on Sat-
urday. Heso suffered gunshot
wounds “e at the entry point
and the oir at the pxit Dboint be-
hind his nit ear,

This rning, the GNLF chief
told parten Visiting him in
Paramoupurs ing home he was
well and ¢not wish tq be taken
to Dethi. Hre wag contfusion last
hight wilovalistg demanding
that he bdifted to the All-India
Institute Medical Sciences, ]
am feelinne and [ would like to
£0 home bomorrow Convey the
message hy people that | am sa-
fe and sofl, there is nathing to
be worriebout, Agk them to ma-
intain pesin the hills at al cgs.
t8,” Ghisisaid, as he lay in his
hospital tswathed in bandages,

No ot has vet claimed re-
spensibilfor.the Strike, hutall
fingers Hpointed at the rival
Gorkhala‘Liberation Organisa-
tionled bithatray Subha, Police
said the riculoys exXecution of




Ghising at the nursing
home. Telegraph picture

the attack and the type of arms
used suggested a well-trained
group is behind the operation.
Some suspect the hand of an
“insider” as Ghising had changed
his travel plans, at the last mo-
ment. He was initially slated to
putup at Pintail resort on the oui-
skirts of Siligurifor the night, but
decided to skip the stapover,
Besides. only an insider would
know that Ghising — who prefers
taking the longer Hill Cart road
for security reasons — would opt
for the Pankhabari road. The am-
bush site and the cellphone found
on the person of a slain militant
indicate that the assailants were
being intimated at every step.
Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said it was improp-
er to cominent on the attack mas-
termind at this stage. “‘All [can say
is that police have recovered an
AK-47, a cellphone and a few gre-
nades from one of the dead, which

will help us get a picture in the
days ahead.”

An indefinite bandh demand-
ing the attackers’ arrest began in
Darjeeling today. Stray violence
was reported with lovalists torch-
ing the offices of pro-Gorkhaland
outfits. A GNLF leader said: “Wor-
kers agitated over the murder hid
wilt go further cut of control if
Ghising goes hundreds of miles
away from the hills.”

Ghising’s surgeon today said
the leader had lost a great deal of

blood in the attack and had to be |

given two bottles, “We had to give
him 13 stitches to stop the bleed-
ing. Around 1.30 am, we dida CT
scan to check if there were motre
foreign bodies. He regained con-
sciousness around 5 am,” he said.

Ghising was given light tea in

the morning and “soft rice” for
lunch, Chakraborty said. “He is *

unwitling to be shifted anywhere.
He wants to go home as soon as
possible.”

The GNLF chief was rushed to
the nursing home last evening by
Kurseong branch committee chief
LN. Pradhan. Police cordoned off
the area, fearing more strikes.
Crack Greyhound commandos
also moved in, turning the hospi-
tal info a fortress. But this did not
deter hundreds of his loyalists,
who prayed outside as the opera.
tion began at 10.30 pm.

The Bengal government is not
taking any chances with Ghisi-
ng’'s treatment. Urban developme-
nt minister Ashok Bhattacharya,
who speke to hin for 15 minutes,
said an air force plane was on
stand-by at Hashimara, Two spe-
cialists are being flown in from
Calcutta.
¥ More reports on Page 11




Cautious KPP weighs
(,(f% . .
;\\\\ﬁrmamul tie-up |

SUDIPTA CHANDA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Feb. 10. - The Tri-
namul Congress-BJP combine
may ally with the KPP in the
next Assembly polls. The Tri-
namul and the BJP have al-

. ready backed the Kamtapuri

i organisations’ demand for the
recognition of Kamtapuri lan-
guage.

The KPP leadership, though
keen on the proposed alliance,
is in no mond to “allow the
larger two organisations to use
it for their electoral gains.”

The Congress has also sought

the KPP's support, party
president Mr Atul Roy said.
“We would like to watch and
learn what ecxactly these par-
ties have in mind for us,” he
said. Mr Roy is aware of the
fael that his partv's closeness
to the JMM would tempt
many. Association with the
KPP could help parties earn
Jharkhandi electorates’ sup-
port in Purulia, Bankura and
Midnapore.

What remains to be seen is
whether the other Kamtapuri
organisations would accept
the proposed alliance.

With most All Kamtapur
Students” Union leaders be-
hind bars since November, it's
not clear whether the wnion
wouid go ahead with the ar-
rangement.

Miss Mamata Banerjee has
reportedly agreed to speak to

/

CPM PINS MOVEMENT ON LANDLORDS

. KOLEKATA, Feb. 10. - The Kamtapur movement is but a '
smokescreen of big land owners trying to regain land lost
under the land ceiling Act and the Trinamul Congress is in-

" stigating them to strengthen its base in North Bengal.

This is the main contention of a booklet the CPI-M has
brought out to “expose the unholy forces out to divide the

state and create terror”.

i The CPI-M has underscored the need for a sustained cam-
paign against the Kamtapur movement, especially, in view

| of the meeting between Miss Mamata Banerjee and the

. Kamtapuri People’s Party leader, Mr Atul Roy, at Rail :
Bhavan in Delhi early this week. :

The three striking features of the movement, the booklet

" explains, are its timing, the Trinamul’s support to it and the

| sprouting of the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation whose

I cadres are armed with sophisticated weapons.

© The Kamtapur movement didn’t rise its head during the

| long Congress rule in the state. But when the Left Front

! government started recovering surplus land and distributed

* it among the poor - Rajbanshis, scheduled castes and tribes -

i people and the minorities - the movement surfaced, the -

! booklet says. The vested interests had earlier tried to re-

" group and demand a separate Uttaranchal state, but the !

| North Bengal people jointly foiled the “design”. — SNS

the Union home minister
about the detention of the
KPP and AKSU leaders.

The Trinamul and the BJP
have drawn the line on the
statehood claim. Miss Bane-
riee has said ‘Kamtapuris do-
n't want a separate state.'
This might leave the KPP
with no other choice but to in-
tensify its demand for reser-
vation of land for Kamtapuri
peasants. The KPP raised the
land reservation demand re-
cently during the formation of

ﬂESTATEsm

its peasants’ wing, Kamtapur

Halua Sangathan.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
has said the government “di-
dn’t have any such plan since
it was not a practical solu-
tion.”

Anil slams Mamata: Mr
Anil Biswas said here today:
“By expressing open supnort
towards Kamtapuris, Misy
Mamata Banerjee has ex-
posed that the Trinamul is be-
hind the rise of separatist o1-
ganisations in North Bengal.”
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T and, not tongue, behind
Kamtapur s&ir%/says CPM

HT Correspondent

Kolkata, February 9 \{ \’(

E AGITATION for recog-

I nition of the Kamtapuri lan-

guage iz only an alibi to
mobilise suppeort for the struggle
for a separate State, Or, so believes
the CPI(M).

Party leaders say the agitation in
Naorth Bengal is being funned by
the Rajbongshis, Muslims and
Bhativa jotedurs, who were vested
of their land.

North  Bengal 15 going  the
Nanoor. Keshpur and Garbeta way
and Trinamool Congress is trving o
seize the chance to get a foothold
by lving up with the jolcdars and
their political ocutfit Kamtapuri
Peaple’s Party (KPP). “In the late
Sixties, the Rajbongshi jotedars
mohilised people n the name of
Uttarakhand movement in North
Bengal. They were then wided by
the Congress to destabilise the Leit
movement. It {ailed. This sub-
terfuge too will fail.” CPI{M) State
secretary Anil Biswas said. He will

address a pubic meeting at Siligurt

with central commitice member

Nirupam Scn tomprrow.
The KPP claim fhat people from
East Bengal (Bhidtivas) had taken

away land belpnging to  the
Rajbongshis is falsc.
“After the Left Front

Government came to power, acres
of land belonging o the jotedars
were vested and distributed among
the landless peasants. including

Rajbongshis. Mustims, Bhatiyas
and backward caste,” said Nirupam
Sen, ihe party’s troubleshooter in
Worth Bengal. “It is a lie thar the
Bhatiyas have confiscated the lands
of the Rajbongshis. It’s the
jotedars’ attempt to fan  the
Kamtapuri movement.”

Vested interest groups are behind
the langnage demand to garner

public support, savs Biswas. Their
claim that the Rajbongshis are not
Bengelis and that Kamtapuri is a
scparate lapguage is “ridiculous”,
Linguists Suniti Kumar
Chattopadhyay and Sukumar Scn
and respected Rajbongshi intetlec-
tuals Thakur Panchanan and
Upendra  Nath Barman have
referred to Kamtapuri dialect as
Bengali. Even Rani of Cooch
Behar Gayatri Devi described the
language spoken in this region as
Bengall.™ said Biswas.

Riding piggyback on the language
demand, the Kamatapuri stir has
assumed full-blown proportions.
The KPP is now a formidable
organisation in Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar and Siliguri districts. All-
Kamtapuri Students’ Union and
the militant outfit Kamtapuri

Liberation  Organisation  hayp
become a seriaus threat 10 the I
before the polls. ;



/ﬁebel leaders blame CPM
A \/for Kamtapuri unrest

STATESMAN EWS SERVICE

MALDA, Fek}. 6. — Rebel CPI-
M leaders planning to set up
the district unit of Mr Saifud-
din Choudhury’s Jana Chetana
Mancha have blamed the par-
ty's “autocratic and dictatorial
attitude” for the Kamtapuri
movement.

They accused CPI-M leaders
and supporters from Habibpur-
Bamongola and Gazele of
actively supporting the KPP
leader, Mr Subash Burman,
Mr Pradip Bagchi, a member
of the CPI-M’s English Bazar
zonal commiitee and a Mancha
supporter, said several CPI-M
workers have been noticed at
recent KPP meetings.

The district CPI-M leadershi-
p's “ideclogical deraflment” is
the primary cause of rising sep-

aratist and communal forces,
he said.

The Mancha is opposed to CPI-
M’s policy of using the police to
counter the KPP movement.
The movement should be resis-
ted politically, he said.

The district unit of the Man-
cha will be set up after 14 Feb-
ruary when My Choudhury vis-
its the area.

He said severa] CPI-M leaders
are disgusted with the corrup-
tion and malpractice within the
party and the lack of inner par-
ty democracy in the district
unit,

Mamata-KPP talks

Union railway minister and
Trinamul Congress chief Miss
Mamata Banerjee met the KPP
chief, Mr Atul Roy, at her Rail

Bhawan office today, SNS adds
from New Delhi.

The railway minister wasn’t
available for comment but
zources close to her said the
meeting was the fallout of Miss
Banerjee's recent visii o Sili-
guri where she expressed “mor-
al support” to the Kamtapur
People Party’s 's struggle for
North Bengal's development.
In a statement issued after the
meeting, Mr Roy said

The Union railway minister ,
Mrs Miss Banerjee and he dis-
cussed “ssues concerning North
Bengal, including urgent steps
for the development of the re-
gion, and “the atrocities” being
committed by the Left Front.

Mr Roy sald his party would
carry on with their agitation

within  the constitutional
framewaor
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P VY
Ahisingh attend/s/
key review VG-&\
meegingin Delhi
New%, February 7 qwﬁ;
e

DARIEELING GORKHA Hill
Council chpirman Subash Ghisingh
attended a key meeting with Union
and State Government officers here
today. The conclave was held to
review the implementation of the
1988 Darjceling Accord.

Special Secretary in the Home
Ministry Mukund Bihari Kaushal,
Joint Secretary in charge of the
North-East G K Pillai and other
senior  officers represcuted the
Centre. Manish  Gupta, West
Bengal Chief Secretary and Hill
Affairs Department Secretary P K
Pradhan were present. :

Ghisingh's party, the GNLFE, has
in the recent past stepped up is
campaign for a separate State. The
home ministry had last month invit-
od Ghisingh for the meet. The
GNLF chicf, has over the past few
vears been pressing for such a con-
ference. The ‘Trinamool has been
backing this demand. Reports say it
was Mamata Banetjec who per-
suaded LK Advani to convene such
a meeting. (PTI)
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AN

e R



Centre. Ghising review Darjeeling accord./

. The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Senior officials of
-the FJnion home ministry and the
: st Bengal government and
.Gobrkha Hill Council lcader
Subhash Ghising met here on
‘Wednesday to review the imple
mentation of the 1988 j
accord.
. The meeting comes it
Arop of a memorandum su
7 the council about two yeays ago,

in which certain crucial demands
required a decision at the level of
the central government. '}/O

The councit had come iMo being
after the 1988 accord between the

- Left Front government ol West

Bengal and Mr Ghising following
an initiative by the then prime min-
ister, Rajiv Gandhi.

The home ministry was repre-
sented by special sccretary
Mukund Bihari Kaushal, joint

secretary in charge of the North-
East GK. Pillai and other senior
officials. The stale government
was represcnted by chief secre-
tary Manish Gupta and hill
affairs department secrctary P.K.
Pradhan.

Besides Mr Ghising, other lead-
ers of the council who attended the
meeting were executive councellor
N.B. Pradhan and principal secre-
tary of the council Prashant. yd
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FIVE-MEMBER  tcam
Ailcudud by  Dagjeefing
Gorkha Hill Council chair-
aan Supash Ghisingh left for
relbi today to take part i a tri-
atite meeting called by the
sntre Lo discuss DGHS demands, -
ae mecting will Jbe held on
February 7. The team will meet the
Home Minister and  Depaty
Chairman  of the  Plapning
Commission KC Pant.

Ghigingh sald the meeting will
discuss the review of the DGRIC
accord signed 10 1988 which the
Giotkha National Liberation Front,
the ruling party of the DGHC, has
beer demanding for gquiic some
e, He said the DGHC had

HY Gcrreepondent
Siiguri, Febroary ©

alfcady discussed the review of
DGHC accord with the State
Government. The GNLE s
demanding amendment of the
accord that was signed after a4 28+
*

month long Gorkhaland mow~
mnent, he said.

However, Ghisingh refused to
comment when asked whether he
will raise the issues of a separate

Twin wssues mark Sihgur bandh

CONTRARY TO their recent political posturing, both the Congress and
the Trinamool have called for a 12-hour bandh of the sub-division on
Tuesday in protest against the State health authorivies’ failure 1w prevent
three encephalitis deaths at the local Sadar hospitail today. The death of
u senfor district Congress leader, Kalidas Ghosh, at a private nursing
home in police custody today also Dgures in tomorrow's bandh agenda.

Secretary of the Dar)ulmg Congress district coramities, Shankar
Matakar, said, “The negligence of the local heulth authorities led ta this
three deaths,” Mystery shrouds the death of T2-year old Ghosh, who was
arrested along with hus son, Saibal, on January 12 following the “unnat.
urdl death” of their maid-servant. Post mortem of the deceased, who had
Jjumped out trom a four-storeved building, said she was raped.

Ghosh was shifled to a nursing home yesterday and he diedl early this
morning in police custody. HYC, Siliguri

R HINDUST A 77
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Delhi for tnpglrtlte meet

Gorkhalcmd and Ssxth Schedule
status for DGHC at the meeting.
On  Sunday, Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattachurjee said the
State Govermment has no obijocs
tion to Ghisingh's demand for
Sixth Schedule status for DGHC.
Principal secretary of the DGHC,
who is accompanying Ghisingh,
saild besides review of the accord,
the meeting witl discuss such issues
as more autonomy for DGHC and
Constitutional safeguards of the
Hill Council, The tcam will meet
the Deputy Chair-man of the
Planning Commission to seek pian
assistance for the DFHC. The team
does not include three DGHC
branch presidents Deepak Gurung,
I N Pradhan ard C K Pradhan,
known to be fervent supporters of.-
the Statehoad Jdemand. /
-
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Mamata influences scaling dbwn of demands

HE support that Maniata Banerjee has garnered in North

Bengal. not just in the arveas dominated by Kamtapuris,
has given the CPI-M the jitters. I{ i= expressed hy Ashok
Bhatlacharya, who combines his concern for urban
development with aclive pursuil of his own ambilions in
Stliguri. That he should have tried and failed to interfere with
the distribution of The Statesman in Stligurt should have
taught nim zome lessons. If the Trinamul is making serious
inroads into his turf, he himself is responsible. Unless he
scales down his mad ambiticn of coming to the aid of the Basu
Parivar and presuming to influence this newspaper's
professional judgment he will come a cropper and we will help
to see that this happens. While Mamata has reason 1o bhe
satisfied that there is a general atmosphere of disaffection
with the CPI-M in North Bengal, it 1s all 10 the good that the
Kamtapuris, badly neglected aver the vears, appear to have
scaled down their demands for separatce statehood and official
recognition of their language. A large percentage of the
population in the area working in tea gardens consists of
Jharkhandis, which 1s why they mav have considered it
appropriate to invite Sibu Soren to one of their rallies.
Inspiration may have aise come fram Subash Ghisingh who
has extracted his benefits from the Centre and the slale
mainiv by threatening a violent flare-ap in the hills. But the
Kamtapuris v.owld do well to Tearn that Seren and (vhisingh
daie exampies of how nnt tn conduct an agitation: both have

prospered individuaily at the expense of ‘thcg/ﬂ')le they

ciatmed in roprosent. q'g’ >
It 15 & healihy sign that the mtlithn: wirgp

vetired 1o the background and the Jé
of @ imore moderate section which b
fullv to Mamata Baneviee at her rally in) Siliguri. She
made it clear that she couldn™ be associatell with any
separatist inovement but did hold our hope of a concerted
developiment programme. The North Bengal Development
Council hus existed on paper larzely because it is starved of
funds and witneszses a power struggle within the Left Front
with the Forward Bloc wanting to restrain the CPI-M from
cating into 1 base, The electorate has every reason to hope
that Mamata will live up to her promise of including a
separate programme for North Bengal in her party’s election
manijfesto, The Kamtapuri Peoples” Party’s new demand for
reservation of land for locals significs a clear shift from the
statehood demand. Even if it is a means of soothing the
feelings of the agrarian community which has experienced
grinding poveriy because land reforms have meant nothing to
them. It confirms that the movement is now concerned with
practical rather than emolional issues. This is to he
welcomed. Mamala has every reason to try 1o make amends
for the failures of the Left. Ifi conseguently, Ashok
Bhattacharva feels seriougt{ threalened, he can blame his
party and himself.

KAMTAPUR] MIOVES ™

e
Fthe Kamia-
dership is in
& responded
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AGhisingh

Pramod Giri
Darjeeling, February 2

FIVE-MEMBER  tcam
Aheadcd by Darjccling

Gorkha Hill  Council
(DGHO) chairman Subash
Ghisingh will leave for Delhi on
Fcbruary 35 to take part in a tripar-
titc meecting to discuss DGHC
demands.

The demands include amend-
ment of the DGHC Act 1988 and
inclusion of the entire DGHC area
in the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution. Outfits in the hills
have reacted negatively to the
demund arguing that Ghisingh was
demunding tribal status for an area
where a major section of the peo-
ple are non-tribal.

W P

¢ GNLE that had spearhead-
the 28-month long Gorkhaland
mdvement between 1986-88, has
bedn  tightlipped  over  the

[

heads for Negv

R B Rai said Ghisingh has been
“backtracking from the real issue’.
Militant Gorkba leader Chhatre
Subba has con-

Govkhaland issue

for quite some- i ' demned the
time, As such, The demands include meeling.  Subba
Ghisingh’s par- amendment of the has termed

ticipation in the
proposed mect-
ing on February 7
has been criti-
cised by all par-
ties, cxcept the
CPI(M). as a
political gimumick

DGHC Act 1988 and
inclusion of the DGHC
area in the Sixth
Schedule of the
Constitution

Ghisingh’s move
as an dttempt to
sabotage the
Gorkhaland mo-
vement and has
threatened agita-
tion. Meanwhile,
the All Gorkha
Student’s Umnion

mecant to sup-
press the genuine
forces involved in the Gorkhaland
demand. The general sccretary of
the Communist Party of

(AGSL) has
called a bandh in Darjeeling on
February 12 demanding a separate
Statc. The Gorkha Nationai

e ‘“NDL‘ST

AN THEDN

" q ep 10!

Delhi

H‘e

1bcrat10n ant (GNLF) and
the CPI{M) have opposed the
strike.

A senior DGHC councilor, N B
Pradhan, has demanded ban on
AGSU for its political association.
According 1o him AGSU had carli-
er claimed to be a non-political
organisation.

AGSU president Roshan Gird
has charged that the leaders of
GNLF who are demanding a ban
on AGSU have vested interests
and have made the ‘holy’ issue of
Gorkhaland an  election issue.
Roshan Girl has threatecned an
agitation 1if AGSU’s demapd” was
not mes. The 6ff bet GNLEF
and AGSU might-fiave serious
implications i the future, Giri

slreeﬁey




FROM PROBIR PRAMANIK

Siliguri, Jan. 31: Encouraged by
Mamata Ranerjec’s words of sup-
port, the Kamtiapur Peoples’ Party
{KPP) has for the first time raised
the demand for reservation of
land for the Rajbanshis of north
Rengal.

The KPP has begun mobilising
the largely agrarian community
in the region to counter the CPM's
influence in rural peckets. The
KPP hasformed a farmers’ organi-
sation on the lines of the CPM
Kisan Sabha, called the Kamtapur
Halua (farmers’} Sangathan,

Having failed to make inroads
intothe primarily Jharkhandi-do-
minated trade unions in the tea
gardens, the KPP leadership ho-
pes that the support extended by
both the Trinamul Congress and
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha will
help it get a positive response
from the farming community

dominated by the Rajbanshis.

KPP leaders, however, were
evasive when asked whether their
agrarian movement would ulti-
mately water down the party’s
demand for a separate state,

KPP president Atul Roy sald:
“Our fight for a separaie state will
continue. The prime objective of
ihe formation of the KHS is to
safeguard the interest of the
Rajbanshi community.”

Sneliing out the objectives of
the farmers’ wing, Roy said: “A
nine-member committee with rep-
resentatives drawn from the party
and the All-Kamtapur Students’
Union will serve as the core com-
mittee of the KHS. The front has
prepared a nine-point charter of
demands to safeguard the inter-
esis of the Rajbanshis.”

Blaming the incessant influx
from neighhouring ccuntries for
the condition of the Kamtapuris,
Rov said: “Influx from Bangla-

desh, Nepal bnd Bhutan and the
apathy of sudcessive state govern-
ments to safeguard the interest of
Kamtapuris are the main reasons
behind the present condition.”

The KPP chief alleged that the
alienation of the Rajbanshis and
the lack of job opportunities stem-
ming from the under-develop-
ment of the region were the main
reasons behind the political move-
ment in the restive region,

“The Kamtapuris, who are the
sons-of-the-soil of north Bengal,
are today mostly landless. Under
these circumstances, the Kamta-
puri people cannot even fall back
on their prime oceupation —agri-
culture — due to land shrinkage.
Reservation ofland for the Kamta-
puri people is the only remedy to
this problem,” Roy added.

Incidentaily, the Santosh Rana
faction of the Naxalites and the Sa-
yatta Sashan Sangram Manch, an
umbrella organisation of eight re-

KPRggnyr land quota

gional parties seeking total auton-
omy for north Bengal — have alse
been demanding reservation of
land for the region’s ethnic people.
Rov was, however, guarded in
his response when asked whether
the KPP would enter into an elec
toral alliance with the Trinamul.
“We have adopted a ‘wait-and:
watch’ strategy. It is still not clear
whether it (the Trinamul} is truly
sympathetic to the Rajhanshis
We have to ascertain if it just
wants to use the KPP for their own
political gains in north Bengal or
not,” he said. ;
The CPM has alleged that thg
Trinamul's proximity to the Kam-
tapur outfits has exposed its “true
colours”. Urban development mi-
nister Ashoke Bhattacharya saig
“By extending support to the
Kamtapur cause, the Trinamml
has exposed its true colours, Tewil
only alienate the party from the
people of north Bengal.”

/ ‘
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SUDIPTA CHANDA GA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Jan. 30. — The
Kamtapur Peoples’ Party has
for the first time raized the
demand of reservation of land
for Kamtapuri people in North
Bengal., The question  of
whether the demand was
raised to ultimately water
down the claim of a separate
state was however aveided by
the KPP leaders.

Interestingly, the Naxalites
(Santesh Rana! faction and
later the Sayatta Sashan
Sangram Mancha, which is an
association of eight regional
political organisations seeking
autonomy for North Bengal,
are the only two organisations
who have been demanding
reservation of land for the
Kamtapuri people. )

Boosted by the clean chit
given to them by Miss
Banerjee, the KPP has started
to  mobilise the agrarian
community of North Bengal
with an aim to compete with
the CPI-M in the rural areas.

It has formed a farmers’

organisation called the
“Kamtapur Halua Sangathan”
in the meuld of the CPI-M's
Krishak Sabha. Incidentally
the “hal” {plough) is also the
. KPP's official emblem.

Apparently having failed to
penetrate the trade union
movement in the
predominantly  Jharkhandi
community dominated tea
plantations of North Bengal,
the KPP leadership is hopeful
that the KHS will succeed in

e, "‘\

il
generati positive response
frem the lagrarian community
of the region dominated by
people of the Rajbanshi
{Kamtapuri? stock.

According to the KPP presi-
dent Mr Atul Roy. a nine-
member committee with repre-
sentatives drawn from his pariy
and the Aksu will serve as the
core committee of the KHS, )

The newly formed
organisation has prepared a 9-
point charter of demand to
safeguard the interedts of the
region’s agrarian community.

Prime among the demands is
the claim of reservation of land
for the Kamtapuri population
of North Bengal.

Mr Roy said the Kamtapuns,
who are the indigenous people
of North Bengal, are mostly
landless at present.

He blamed the influx from
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan
and ihe apathy of successive
state governments to safeguard
the interest of the Kamtapuris
as the reasons behind the
present condition.

Minister blasts Mamata: “By
expressing support towards the
Kamtapur cause, the Trinamul
has exposed its true colours. It
will only serve to alienate them
from the people of North
Bengal,” CPI-M leader and
urban development minister,
Mr Asok Bhattacharya said.
Mise Mamata Banerjee's
speech here on 27 January was
a giveaway. It substantiates
our earlier allegations about’
Trinamul’s proximity with the

Kamtapuri organisations, he
adde%

wesTT
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/ CLOUDED MLKS

s“é\ Ghisingh must first abjure statehgod

! NO one except Subash Ghisingh himself h‘as complamed
that Darjeeling’s plight is due to inadequate powers for
the GNLF. Or that Ghisingh might have worked wonders if
the Gorkhas were to acquire the status accorded to scheduled
tribes and be entitled to special benefits. Yet this is the case
the GNLF leader will be taking to Delhi on 5 February during
the proposed tripartite meeting. Nothing can be accomplished
without involving the Centre which is party to the tripartite
Hill Council accord signed in 1988 but that would have made
sense had Ghisingh been engaged in hectic development
activity in the hills. The latest demands become meaningleas
when he has failed to live up to expectations over the last 12
years. Before talking about constitutional amendments, more
powers and allocations, New Delhi has every reason to ask |
Ghisingh to account for the money he has squandered.

There could be ancther, more plausible, reason for rushing !
to Delhi. Ghisingh’s ally, the CPLI-M, is in deep distress and
the GNLF leader is surrounded by adversaries. The strongest
among them, Chhattre Subba, has raised the banmner of
statehood for which he has enlisted the support of Naga
militants. Ghisingh cannot afford to let the statehood issue
pass from his hands. Which is why he may have decided to
opt for talks with Delhi as a means of reassuring the hill
population. The point is that his credibility is at its lowest
ebb. It will take a great deal to convince his electorate that he
means business against the popular perception that his main
concern is to ensure that his rivals don't get the upper hand.
+ Proof of his sincerity would be an unqualified declaration that

separate statehood is not on his agenda. He cannot convi-

ncingly ask for more powers and funds and, at the same time,
- reserve the option of demanding statehood. The ambivalence
putsh a cloud over the talkfs and };_elps Ghisingh to hoodwink
the hill population — not for the first time//
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- KPP resists
R-Day boycott,

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri, Jan. 14: In an effort io
distance itself from the Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation {KLO),
the Kamiapur People's Farty
(KPP has decided 10 resist any at-
tempt to disrupt the Republic Day
celebrations and will instead ob-
serve the day as Ektg {(unity)

. s,

The KLO, along with most of
the Northeast militant groups,
has given a call ta boyeott the

- January 26 celebyations.

Criticising the threat issued by

. the militant groups, KPP chief

Atul Roy said: “We will resist any
attempt to disrupt the party’s pro-
gramines on Republic PBay, which
the KPP will observe as Ekta
Diwas.

“Party activists have been in-
structed to ensure that no one dis-
rupts the celebration in the name
of Kamtapuris.”

Some 14 militant organisa-
fions of the Northeast along with
the KL.O have issued & “solidarity
statement” to boycott the Repub-
lic Day functions. The groups are
distributing leaflets in the Kamta-
puri hub of Kumargramduar in
Jalpaiguri district, on the Assam
border, urging people to stay away
from the celebrations and “ob-

A\
serve a general strike” it protest
against the “illegal sccupation of
their region”.

Apart from the KLO and Ulfa. ¢
mititant organisations such asthe +
National Demecratic Front of
Boroland (NDFB). Naticnal So-
cialist Council of Nagaland
{NSCHN) and the National Libera-
tion Frant of Tripura (NLE T have
given the boycott call.

“To all the people in our re-
spective regions, these are evenis
that symbotises their (read Indi-
an) colonial hondage under the re-
pressive [ndian occupation.”™ the
leaflets say.

Urging the people to shun the
hoyeatt eall. Roy said: “The KPP
will alsa obiserve the day to pro-
mote harmony and amity. The
party activists in north Bengal
have been instructed to abserve
Republic Day at all KPP offices in
their respective areas.”

Reiterating that the KPP is a
democrafic organisation siriving
for the development of the region
and the sons-of-the soil of north
Bengal, Roy rubbished the allega-
tion that his group was disowning
the KLO to gain political mileage.

“1 have challenged the state
government and the police admin-
istration fo estahlish our alleged
links with the militant KL.O.Y
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Sitiguri, Jan. 16: The Left Front
government continues ifs on-
slaught to contain the separatist
Kamtapur movement, but intelit-
gence saurces helieve the prablem
should be solved through talks.

in his report after a fact-find-

ing mission to north Bengal dis--

tricts Iast week, the state divector-
general, (B, Dehabrata Banerjee,
has suggested “dialogue” —
rather than the use of force —with
the Kamtapur People’s Party
(KPP} as the method of achleving
peace.

Disregarding intelligence re-
ports, the state government is per-
sisting with “Cperation Kamta-
pur” [aunched towards the end of
November fast year. The district
police authorities in Darjeeling,
Malda, Nerth Dinajpur, South Di-
najpur, Jalpaiguri and Cooch
Behar have so far rounded up over
172 top-level and middie-leveil
Kamtapuri leaders,

Barring the party’s central
comittes president, Atul Roy,
his deputy Nikhil Roy, women's
jeader Mitali BEoy and Kamtapur
Women's Rights Forum president

Bharati Das, ali othér front-rank-
ing leaders are behind bars. So are
hardliners of the All Kamiapur
Students’ Unian (Aksuw).

Aksu, which the district palice
suspect to have links with
the elusive militani Xamtapur
Liberation Organisation (KLO),
has been the hardest hitby Opera-
tion Kamtapur. The organisation
is teaderiess following the arrest
of president Srinivas Das, vice-
president Kedarnath Singha and
general secretary Bishumioni Pat-
wari.

Most of them were arrested
during the night-long police
sweep in north Bengal on Novem-
ber 29. The majority were picked
up from Darjeeling, Jaipaiguri
angd Cooch Behar,

Last month alone, over 30
other middle-ranking KPP and
Aksu leaders were arrested on
charges varying from murder to
sedition.

During his three-day trip, the
IB chief assessed the situation
after the mass arrests of Kamta-
puri leaders. District police offi-
cials told him that mere arrest of
top Kamtapiri leaders would not
end or contain militancy.

Ire

Banerjee, ho extensively
foured the Kamtapuri hub in Jal-
paiguri district's RKumargram
Duar ander Alipurduar sub-divi-
sion, was told by disirict police of
ficials that the government should
fry fo get Kamfapur leaders to sit
across the table,

Senior police officials ex-
pressed reservations about the
continuing police action.

“The Kamtapuri leadership is
willing to hold dialogue with the
state government provided ongo-
ing operations are aborted and in-
nocent Rajbonshi people are not
harassed by the government ang
the CPM leadership,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

“To regain the confidence of
the Rajbenshi community and the
Kamtapur activists, most arrest-
ed KPP leaders and activists be
released. Only those with suspect-
ed links with the militant outfis
be kept behind bays,” the officer
said.

Sources said the 1B chief ex-
pressed his unhappiness with the
increasing number of complaints
of police high-handedness while
carrying out arrests,

Initially, the Jalpaiguri police

e, key to peace

had  restrained  themselves
from arvesting most frontline
Kamtapur leaders. But several ar-
rests weramade undey “pressure”
from the state government.

Disclosing the rift between the
intelligence branch and Writers’
Buildings, a patice officer said:
“The entire Operation Kamtapur
was remote-controlied from Cal-
cutta, We were only asked to exe
cute and were not included in its
conception stage.”

Political observers here be-
Heve the government is trying to
distance the Kamtapur! hardlin-
ers from the central leadership.
“There are signs of the CPM soft-
ening towards KPP president Atul
Roy while vice-president Nikhil
Roy, known for his hardline
stance, is being kept on the run,”
they said,

The district police have not
been able to pin down the elusive
K10, Several arrests have been
made of suspected KLO activists,
but no substantial evidence
has been produced against most
of the sp-called militant cadre
arrested In north Bengal in the
past few months, the observers
said.
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Siliguri, Jan. 10: Promising AK-
473 by the “thousands”, the Jhark-
hand Mukti Mercha (JMM) today
said it would extend all help and
support to the agitation for a sepa-
rate state of Kamtapur.
Addressing a rally organised
by the Kamtapur People’s Party
(KPP here, JMM president Shitu
Soren -- who spoke in fluent Ben-
aali-- said: “The Kamtapurt de-
mant for a separate state for
themselves is the outcome of total
neglect and the imposition of an
alien culture on the Rajbanshi
sons-of-the-soil in north Bengal.
Sons of the soil across the country
have realised that they have been
deprived for too long. The Kamta-
puris, too, are justified in raising
the demand for a separate state.
“The CPM rulers will not be
able to stop the Kamtapuris from

Left Front governmend cannot
suppress such a genuine demand
by calling it a separatisi and anti-
national movement.”

Whipping up passions i an al-
ready surcharged atmosphers at
the Medical More grounds, JMM
state president Ajit Prasad Maha-
to pledged armed support ie the
Kamtapuris, ifnesd be. “The jul-
ing front iv Bengal has oftew ac-
cused the JMM of supplying arims
tothe KPP, Weare indeed Feady to
suppty AK-47 rifles in thousands
in case the need arises bt an
armed struggle.” Mahato toid the
crowd which had waited for nesr-
Iy four hours on a wintry afier
noon for the JMM leaders o ar-
rive.

Mahato urged the younger
generation of Rajbanshis to iead a
revolution. “What is better than
AK-47s 15 that every Kamtapuri
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yvouth becoines a revolutionery.
These vouths can be more eifec-
tive then a thousand AK-47s. We
ave rzady to provide morai and
phisical support to ouc Rajb'm sni
brothers and sisters n* chedr fight
against the colanial myzrs of Hen-
zal tread CPR).” the 1M leader
3aid.

Mahato wammed the CPhi
against opposing the statehood de-
mand. “North Bengal is not Jyoti
Basu's ancestral properiy that he

wihll not aliow its division. Neithar

is Wesat Bangal his personal iand
holding. These peapie wha ait
Calcuiia should beware if ey
dare oppose the Kamtanuri nove-
tant.” The Tirebrand J VM leader
hundered.

Taking vp from where Mabhato
teft off, the KPP leadership iashet
gut at the ruling comununists for
irving o destioy the soviety and
culture ot the Rajbanshis.
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ty cry for Kamtapur

TS mnm the CPR ipuder
shipasa " Beugali dinosaur”, KPP
central Lomm ities presidem Atul
wa ae lm Tms ‘%e gali dinesaur
Kamiapuri cul-
?ux c ana s o thrust an
alien nne av Huyjbanshis. We
uu no mnze DO\\ 1o the Bengall
mtapuris will no
tonger e sam =U.ta of the Bengall
habus. insiesd. e time has cone
for the Rajbanshi pew)le o be the
babis of their own land.”

Speaking to reporiers oo
Soren scoffeq at ategations ol ani-
mogity betweet the Jharkhandis
anGthe RE"IL;‘%\‘LJ:(I"‘ v inginnor th

Benegal. “The Jharkhandi Adiva-
zig and the Rajbanshis in north
Bengal have been co-exisiing

weacenlly  fov decades,  The
Jharkhandis in the region i
support the KPY demand for a =ep-
arate state as thev did for Jimack-

hand.” the Jvidichiel st




