~BIP hopes for stability in N-E

\p\ \ By Our Special Correspondent %

NEW DELHI, JULY 29. Welcoming the imposition o
President’s rule in the violence-hit Manipur, the BJP
today hoped that the State would regain political
stability in the near future and the Northeastern re-
gion would witness accelerated efforts for all-round
development.

A resolution on the Northeast situation was
adopted by the party’s national executive today on
its concluding day of the three-day session. During
discussions on the situation in the Northeast, partic-
ularly the turmoil in Manipur and the Naga Cease-
fire Agreement, much heat was generated.

It is understood that the party’s in-charge of the
Northeast affairs, Mr. Padmanabhacharya, was vir-
tually put down during discussions by the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani. The Home Minister

. reportedly charged him with being totally irrespon-

sible and immature in his articulation of the Mani-
pur situation which had portrayed the BJP as trying
to get its government installed in the State by engi-
neering defections.

Noting that normal life in Manipur was affected
after violent protests broke out against the June 14
Naga Ceasefire Agreement which extended the truce
beyond Nagaland, the resolution felt that the cease-
fire's extension had been misunderstood by the peo-
ple.

“The extension of the ceasefire to a few other

States, including Manipur, made people of Manipur
to have apprehensions that their territorial integrity
would be affected. Assurances by the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister together with the steps taken
to revoke the extension of the ceasefire beyond the
boundaries of Nagaland, would go a long way in
restoring normality in Manipur,” the resolution
said.

The party’s national executive also suggested
nine- points to the Centre for the overall develop-
ment of the entire Northeast region. These include
setting up hydro-electric projects, improving roads
and communication links, taking effective flood
control measures, toning up security and adminis-
trative machinery and promoting small-scale indus-
tries.

Expressing satisfaction over the Prime Minister's
Rs. 10,500-crore package for economic progress of
the region, the party’s national executive called up-
on the Centre to devise a mechanism for monitoring
of the implementation of the package.

It noted that massive influx of infiltrators from a
neigbouring country had not only adversely affected
the social, political and electoral balance but also
changed demographic profile of the region. The res-
olution said the area had become vulnerable to ISI
activities as well as those of extremists and religious
fundamentalists. Secessionist activities had disrupt-
ed normal life of the people, jeopardising smooth
implementation of various development schemes.
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retreat on the issue of limiting the opera- .

tion of its ceasefire agreement with the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagaland (I-M) to Na-
galand. But in the circumstances it is the sensible
course of action. With the deletion of the provoca-
tive words, “without territorial limits” from the
agreement, there are no more grounds for alarm

-in Manipur and other Northeastern states. Popular

agitations were protracted and law and order in
the region was severely strained, Normal life was
affected by curfews and bandhs. It is important to
restore calm. Political instability in Manipur made
the whole scene worse and was surely a key factor

behind the Centre’s change of mind. As the Rajya

Sabha’s smooth ratification of President’s rule in
Manipur suggests, the NDA and the Congress
party are agreed on early elections. That would be
in Manipur’s interests but peaceful polls would be
impossible in an atmosphere of heightened fears
and anti-Centre rhetoric,

The Centre may need'to review its negotlatmg

' tactics. Evidently, the wider ceasefire covering the

whole region and going into effect from August 1,
was a political miscalculation. The Centre’s chief
negotiator, K. Padmanabhaiah, is being held re-
sponsible for that major error injudgement and
Chief Minister S.C. Jamir of Nagaland is calling

for someone with more political experience to do-

the job. But it is improbable that Padmanabhaiah

the political leadership. Either there isnore than
meets the eye in the failure to take into account
the wider impact of the ceasefire, or there was a
collective blunder. It must be hoped the situation
has nowbeen retrieved.

Where does the restoration of the status
ante leave the NSCN (I-M)? It is assumed the nar-
rower Nagaland ceasefire will continue for at least
another year during which talks will continue. That
scenario would suggest T. Muivah has been pre-
vailed upon tocome to terms with the reality of the
situation in the region. Further progress in negoti-
ations on Naga issues would be impossible during
an uproar in the rest of the Northeast involving the
people as well as the whole political leadership. It
good sense has indeed prevailed, if the NSCN (I-
M) has accepted that other interests must be ac-
commodated and therefore backed away from an
all-encompassing ceasefire, it presages a positive
outcome from future negotiations which are on
the anvil. There are a lot of ‘ifs’ here; too little is
known of the Naga side of the equation. Whatever
the truth, inthe political and ethnic tinder-box that
is the Northeast, it is essentfial to take precautions
against trouble at all times. Opportunistic action

may be taken by groups tempted to view the Centre
or NSCN's climbdown as a sign of weakness.
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/L INSIGHT DAWNS 7{‘1
%" Peace wins over Naga truce intent" |

' , THANKFULLY the nagsiﬁg uncertainty over the extensidn

'L of the ceasefire beyond Nagaland has at last come to an

* end, much to-the relia{ of those in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh

. and Manipur. Tt should have happened sooner, as soon as the

" error was identified. 'The decision to delete the contentious
- “without territorial limits”, incorporated in the 14 June
. agreement with the National Socialist Council of Nagalim-IM
* at the time of renewal for one more year from 31 July, should

help restore normality in these states. When the Centre
~ finally decided to come to grips with it, the delicate task was
" handled with skill but what made this pessible was the mag- |
, nanimity of NSCN-IM general secretary Thuingaleng Mui- |

' vah, who reportedly complied with New Delhi’s suggestion.

The obvious question that arises is why Union home secre- \
tary K Padmanabhiah agreed to extend the ceasefire in the

* first instance. Former Prime Minister IK Gujral, who broke-

red the truce, has how admitted he did npt discuss the ques-
tion of jurisdiction with the Naga rebel leaders who insisted |
the Centre &gréed to it “in principle”. Several young lives and 1
property worth lakhs. of rupees could have been saved had |
- Delhi thought of the implications. Nagaland chief minister |
SC Jamir's suﬂport to the extension is surprising considering
that last year he had said the Ceptre must not bunch together
Nagaland's problem with that of Manipur’s Nagas. Even his |
ministerial - colleague, Neiphuo Rio seems hurt that “the |
Centre has taken us, the Nagas, for a ride” but he was the one |
who had taken exception to the Centre’s talks with the |
NSCN-IM sidelining the state government. If peace is the ]
overriding concern, the Centre’s decision has hurt no single |
state.

Since the ceasefire in Nagaland became effective in August ’
1997, the Manipur hills have also witnessed a comparative |
lull in the Naga-Kuki clashes which left about 1,500 dead !
since mid-1992. Of importance now is the restoration of the
democratic ?rocess in Manipur, under President’s rule. MLAs. |
were literally banished from Manipur and their houses |
attacked by protesters holding them responsible for the sad -
state of affairs. With both the Samata Party and the BJP
deciding to stay away from forming a new government, there
is little prospect of other parties coming together to form a
ministry. The alternative is to dissolve the assembly, under
suspended animation, and go in for a fresh election. Hope-
fully, politicians have learnt a lesson and one expects the new
elected representatives to put sexvice before sgif. What this
incident demonstrates is the nead for close supidwision of the
delicate negotiations. Padmanabhaiak has ciafgned that he
was not properly briefed, if this is indebd true:then it was an
appalling lapse wh t not be allowed to. recuy. The
Homie Minister sep close tabs on what is going on;
the need for politf ion will be constant and ceaseles
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HT Correspondent
Imphal, July 28 \X }\
THE UNION Government’s ann-
ouncement limiting the truce
with the NSCN (I-M) to Nagaland
has drastically altered the situa-
tion in Manipur. While Imphal
Valley is limping back to normal,
the first signs of unrest have
been reported from the hill dis-
tricts of the State.

The Meitei-dominated Valley
erupted in jovous celebrations
last evening. Leaders of the Unit-
ed Council Manipur (UCM), in a
show of maturity, put the lid on
the celebrations today and
declared a four-day mourning for
the 17 people Killed by security
forces. The Naga-dominated
areas in the hills, on the other
hand, witnessed dharnas and
spontaneous bandhs today But
in a move that could have far-
reaching and explosive conse-
quences, the Nagas have decided
to blockade National Highways

Q’) 9 and 53 —the two lifelines of

anipur— from this evening.

More than 25,000 people atten-
ded a meeting convened by the
UCM at Khumon Lampak Sports
Complex at Imphal. “We decided
to stop celebrating since there is
nothing to celebrate. The Union
Government has restored the sta-
tus quo,” UCM leader and promi-
nent lawyer RK Anand told Hin-
dustan Times.

The UCM leaders’ decision to
curtail the celebrations that
erupted last evening is driven by
two considerations. Apart from
reminding the people of the 17
lives that were lost since June 16,
it is also a well-considered move
against further alienating the
Naga residents of the State.

Chandel, Tamenlong and Se-
napati districts witnessed spo-
radic demonstrations and
bandhs today. “We have decided
to blockade National Highways
53 and 39 that pass through the
hills. We will stop movement of

Manlpurls I‘CJOICB, Nagas defiant

all vehicles, including those car-

rying food and other commodi-
ties to the Valley,” Naga People’s
Organisation president M Dili
said from Senapati Bazar. Naga
leaders who are in New Delhi at
present have decided to meet
Central leaders to seek a clarifi-
cation oxé%:e Union Home Minis-
ter’s statéiment on the deletion of
the phrase extending the cease-
fire outside Nagaland. “We are
shocked. It will lead to a danger-
ous situation and things may
spin.out of control in the Naga-
inhabited areas in the hills.
Many youngsters are saying that
if the agitation by the Meiteis
could make the Government
buckle, they could do more,”
Naga People’s Movement for
Human Rights leader Neingulo
Krone said. Krone, who was part
of the delegation that met the PM
yesterday, claimed that Vajpayee
had promised not to alter the
Bangkok agreement without tak-
ing the Nagas into confidence.

Nagaland NSCN
leaders reject truce
extension withdrawal

Rahul Karmakar
Kohima, July28

THE NSCN leadership based in
the country has scotched reports
of the outfit having accepted

New Delhi’s decision to with-
draw the ceasefire from areas
beyond Nagaland.

A statement issued by senior
NSCN leader Apam Muivah from
the outfit’s mobile headquarters
at Oking late on Saturday said
that “nothing was finalised in
the July 23-24 Amsterdam talks
on the proposal raised from the
Indian side for reviewing the 14
June Bangkok agreement.

“We are constrained to issue this
statement to make things clear to
both the Naga and the Indian peo-
ples so that the pursuit of peace-
ful solution may not be hin-
dered,” the statement said.

Earligr report on Page 6
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“Ulfa leader
calls for
autonomy
plebiscite

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwabhati, July 27: Affirming its
faith in “people’s power”, the pro-
.Scribed Ulfa has made a case for a
referendum on the issue of “As-
sam’s sovereignty”, a cause it has
been espousing for over two
- decades now.
. The text of the statement by

Ulfa chairman Arabinda Ra-
» jkhowa on the occasion of “mar-
! tyrs’ day” has been reproduced in
. the outfit’s fortnightly newsletter,
« Freedom, in place of the regular
.editorial. “If a referendum is re-
-quired to take a decision on the
+ issue of sovereignty, so be it. Ur-
| gently and boldly, let us fill the air
, with our slogan — we want inde-
- pendence,” Rajkhowa said.

2 Hewarned the Centre against

Jany delay in initiating the
process, saying it would be “dam-
“aging”. He said it was time to as-
.certain the views of the state’s in-
,digenous people on his outfit’s
 struggle for independence.

+ “My earnest appeal to all sec-
.tions of the people of Assam is to
*remember that regional self- -gov-

“ernment, cultural autonomy, in-
*dependent nationhood, the lot,
«can be discussed and decided
"amongst ourselves in the fullness

.of time. Now is the time to be unit-
«d, putting aside caste, creed, reli-
*gious and ethnic differences. This
Js what we need now to regain our
sfreedom. To achieve this, we need
4p fight New Delhi (our common

Jnemy) unitedly. We want a politi-
scal solution to the Indo-Assam
wnﬂlct ” the Ulfa chairman said.
.~ The statement is significant
abecause it is for the first time that
*the Ulfa has directly spoken about
& referendum and “people’s in-
&olvement” in the process of a dia-
f[egue Rajkhowa’s call has, how-
gYer, evoked hope and scepticism
%n equal measure. It is believed
gjaat the Ulfa is merely testing the
‘Waters before beginning a politi-
eal dialogue with the Centre.

%~ “Having realised the futility of
‘an armed struggle, it is changing
tack,” said a top functionary of the
strategy group of the Unified Com-
mand, which plaris and executes
counter-insurgency operations in
Assam.

" But Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva
Chatra Parishad chief Apurba
Kumar Bhattacharjee said seizing
the opportunity to hold talks with
the Ulfa was more important than
speculating about its motive. “The
Centre should seize the opportuni-
ty and propose a tripartite dia-
logue. The people will be a party to
the process,” he said.

«+ The youth leader said the Ul-
fa’s call for a referendum was in-
dicative of its changed attitude. “It
has taken cognisance of the
ground realities. This is why it
has indirectly expressed confi-
dence in the Indian democratic
polity, where the majority opin-
ion is decisive,” he said.

Under pressure from N-E leaders and Manipur protests, Vajpayee drops controversial clause from pact

Cenge volte-face on Naga ceasefire Manipur erupts
' | in joy, Nagas
furious at retreat

FROM KAY

New Delhi, July 27: After 43 days
of vacillation and largescale vio-
lence in Manipur, the Centre
today did a somersault on the
Naga ceasefire issue and revoked
the notification extending the
truce “without territorial limits”.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee made the announce-
ment at a meeting with chief min-
isters of the northeastern states at
his residence.

The Prime Minister sent for-
mer Union home secretary K. Pad-
manabhaiah to Amsterdam early
this week to hold talks with
NSCN(I-M) general secretary
Thuingaleng Muivah on the issue
of withdrawing the ceasefire from
Manipur, Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh. He took the decision to
revoke the June 14 Bangkok dec-

laration after receiving the green .

signal from Padmanabhaiah.

Briefing newspersons after the
meeting at Vajpayee’s residence,
Union home minister L.K. Advani
said the Prime Minister told the
chief ministers of the northeast-
ern states that the words “without
territorial limits” would be delet-
ed from the text of the Bangkok de-
claration and “restore the status
quo ante of June 14",

Advani said representatives of
the Centre discussed the issue
with the NSCN(I-M), and the out-
fit was “agreeable to this propos-
al”. However, he declined to elabo-
rate,

The chief ministers of six
northeastern states — Tarun
Gogoi (Assam), Mukut Mithi
(Arunachal Pradesh), E.K. Maw-
long (Meghalaya), S.C. Jamir (Na-
galand), Manik Sarkar (Tripura)
and Zoramthanga (Mizoram) —
arrived here yesterday for the
meeting. Manipur, which is under
President’s rule, was represented
by Governor Ved Marwah. Ad-
vani and Union minister of state
for home I.D. Swami, too, attended

Chief ministers from six northeastern states at a meeting with Prin
Delhi on Fri

the meeting. Student organisa-
tions in Manipur had asked legis-
lators from the state to resign en
masse by July 31 if the Centre did
not revoke its ceasefire-extension
agreement with the NSCN(Isak-
Muivah).

Over 40 legislators have been
camping in New Delhi since June
18, when violence broke out in Ma-
nipur, to lobby for revocation of
the ceasefire-extension agree-
ment. Except Nagaland, all the
northeastern states opposed the
Centre’s decision to extend its

ceasefire with the NSCN({-M) to
all contiguous Naga-inhabited
areas of the region.

The Centre’s agreement with
the NSCN(I-M) was construed as a
step towards acceding to the out-
fit's demand for formation of a
“Greater Nagaland”, including
parts of Manipur, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh and neigh-
bouring Myanmar.

Padmanabhaiah, accused of
“misleading” the Centre on the
issue, was conspicuous by his ab-
sence at tonight’s crucial con-

" (AFP)

ve, It sparked speculation that
might be removed from the
it of principal interlocutor in
Naga peace talks after thedust
les down.
Nationalist Congress Party
'P) leader P.A. Sangma is
ied to replace Padmanabhaiah.
The only chief minister to op-
2 the decision was Nagaland’s
Jamir.
3efore leaving for New Delhi
erday, he had said in Kohima
his government and the Naga
munity backed the Bangkok

Viinister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the latter's residence in New

agreement. “It is the only way to
create an atmosphere conducive
to peace talks. The law and order
situation in Nagaland has im-
proved considerably since the
ceasefire took effect four years
ago. The process should be contin-
ued,” he said.

In a separate memorandum to
the Prime Minister, four Naga or-
ganisations from Senapati district
in Manipur said they could
“muster the numbers” to prove
that people in Manipur supported
the ceasefire agreement.

Delhi in no hurry to hold Manipur polls

FROM OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 27: Union home
minister L.K. Advani today toid
the Rajya Sabha that the Manipur
Assembly will soon be dissolved,
but the government was not going
to hold polls in a hurry.

Cutting across political lines,
all parties backed the resolution
ratifying President’s rule in
Manipur. However, the CPM criti-
cised the Centre for “creating” a
situation that led to Central rule
in the state.

“We will dissolve the House,
but will not hold polls till we can
restore good governance, check
corruption and ensure security
for the people in the state,” said
Advani while replying to a two-
and-a-half-hour debate on a reso-
lution for ratifying President’s

T ——
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rule in Manipur.

The home minister warded off
criticism from CPM’s Sarla Ma-
heshwari that the Centre had
slapped Article 356 on Manipur to

reconcile the tugs and pulls in the .

National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).

There was no friction in the
NDA, the home minister said.
“There were problems in some
parties of the NDA, but that does
not mean it had any impact on the
NDA,” he added.

Advani told the Upper House
that he was staunchly against
forming a government through

defections. “The MLAs had come .

to my office, but I sent them back.
Fortunately, my party supported
my stand against coming to power
through defections,” the home
minister added.

When grilled by the Opposi-

tion on the BJP’s record of falling
back on defections to wrest power,
the home minister said, “I have
not made any claims that the BJP
has never formed governments

through defections. I was only re- -

ferring to Manipur.”

Though discussions in the
Rajya Sabha today revoived
around the ratification of Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur, the speak-

ers reminded the government ofa

2 fractious debate on the
sfire extension.

[ want to assute the House
we will not compromise the
torial integrity of Manipur.
government has already de-
d its intention to review the
iion to extended ceasefire in
Jand,” the home minister

e said chief ministers from
ortheastern states are going

to meet the Prime Minister this
evening and a decision will soon
be thrashed out at the meeting,
Replying to the CPM’s charge
that the Centre could have dis-
solved the House without impos-
ing President’s rule in Manipur,
Advani said, “The Constitution
makes it clear that the Assembly
can only be dissolved after

_the President makes a proclama-
" tion.”

OUR BUREAU

Imphal, July 27: Celebrations
broke out in Manipur immediate-
ly after Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee decided to limit the
NSCN(I-M) ceasefire within the
territory of Nagaland. As soon as
the decision was announced by
Union home minister L.K. Advani
after his meeting with the Prime

" Minister and Northeast chief min-

isters, residents of Imphal came
out on to the streets to celebrate.
Although UCM leaders were
not available for comment, a
spokesperson for the All-Manipur
United Clubs’ Organisation
(Amuco), a component of the
UCM, said this was not the time to
celebrate. The Amuco leader said
people should instead mourn the
death of 17 protesters during the
anti-ceasefire agitation.

Residents burst crackers to
celebrate the decision, which was
taken after 40 days of curfew and
42 days of protest. Altogether 17
people were killed in the protest
movement. Several government
buildings, including the Assem-
bly secretariat and the chief min-
ister’s office, were also gutted.

State police officials are now
apprehensive of a backlash in the
Naga-inhabited areas of Manipur
in view of the Centre’s decision.
There is also a strong possibility
of Nagas resorting to a highway
blockade, sources said. .

“It is now a case of peace in the
valley and trouble in the hills,” a
government official said.

Manipuri intelligentsia are ob-
serving the developments minute-
1y to figure out how the NSCN(I-
M) leaders finally agreed to the
withdrawal of the ceasefire exten-
sion. Contradictory reports about
talks between Centre’s interlocu-
tor K. Padmanabhaiah and
NSCN(I-M)  general-secretary
Thuingaleng Muivah had made
the people of Manipur suspicious
about the Centre’s stand. The situ-
ation was further aggravated by
the attempts of several Naga lead-
ers to secure the autonomy of the
Naga-inhabited  districts of
Manipur.

Earlier today, thousands of
Manipuris came out of their hous-
es to stage sit-in-protests in all
major roads of the city. Dressed in
traditional white attire, people
openly defied prohibitory orders

to take part in the protest move-
ment. Kukis and Kabut Nagas also
took part in the demonstration.
Residents of Thoubal district yes-
terday formed a human chain of 63
km to register their opposition to
the ceasefire extension.

Concerned over the paralysing
of administration in the state be-
cause of the UCM’s “civil disobe-
dience movement”, the state gov-
ernment today dirécted its em-
ployees not to take part in the
protests. However, they staged sit-
in-dharnas in front of their offices
to protest against the proposed
ceasefire extension.

Life in the state capital was ad-
versely affected despite the 13-
hour curfew relaxation as the
city’s main marketing centre, the
Khwairamband Bazar, remained
closed because of a bandh calle:
by traders and women vendors.

Naga reaction

In Dimapur, the mood was one of
despondency. Chief minister S.C.
Jamir said he had nothing to say
as the agreement was between the
Centre and the NSCN(I-M) and
Muivah had reportedly agreed to
the Centre’s terms. He, however,
did not apprehend violence.

Lamu Longkumer of the Naga
People’s Human Rights Organisa-
tion rued the fact that instead of
building confidence, the Centre
had created mistrust in the minds
of the people. “If the Centre kept
on retracting like this, it should
forget about peace,” he said.

Naha Hoho vice-president
Gaingam, however, refused to
comment, saying, “We are yet to
hear from the other parties.”

In Assam, the anti-ceasefire
brigade was more than satisfied.
“QOur stand has been vindicated.
We are very happy,” the AJYCP
said. There were sighs of relief in
Manipuri basti in the capital.

Earlier in New Delhi, the Na-
galand Students’ Union submitted
amemorandum to the chiefminis-
ters of the northeastern states be-
fore their meeting with Vajpayee,
expressing fear of resumption of
violence if the ceasefire collapsed.
“The consequences will be quite
unfortunate for India, the Nagas
and the Northeast India,” a union
member said. The leaders urged
the chief ministers to enSure the
implementation of the Bangkok
declaration in letter and spirit.
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/ " PROTESTS FORCE CENTRE'S U-TURN

«+ Ceasefire beyond.., |
Nagaland withdraw

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 27. The Centre to-
night took a u-turn on the Naga
ceasefire agreement and decided
to restrict the four-year-old ar-
rangement to Nagaland, taking
into account the violent protests
that have erupted in Manipur
over the past one month.

The words “without territorial
limits” which sparked violence in
Manipur, now under President’s
rule, would be deleted from the
June 14 agreement reached be-
tween the Central Government
and the National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (I-M) in Bangkok.

Announcing this here, the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K.
Advani, said the decision to delete
the three words was taken at a
two-hour meeting which the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, held with the northeast
Chief Ministers tonight at his 7,
Race Course Road residence.

Reading out a brief statement,
Mr. Advani said, “After discussing
the issue of the Naga ceasefire
agreement with the Chief Minis-
ters of the northeastern States,
the Prime Minister announced
that the three words ‘without ter-
ritorial limits’ in the agreement of
June 14 would be deleted and sta-
tus quo ante of June 14 would be
restored.” The Government’s rep-
resentatives had already dis-
cussed the matter with the NSCN
(I-M) and ‘““they are agreeable to

this proposal”’. The Centre’s in-
terlocutor on the Naga ceasefire,
Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah, returned
here on Thursday after holding
talks with the NSCN (I-M} lead-
ership, Mr. Thinangaleng Muivah
and Mr. Issac Chisi Swu, in Am-
sterdam. Mr. Padmanabhaiah
flew to Amsterdam in the wake of
the worsening situation in Mani-
pur, where protesters took to the
streets venting their ire against
the June 14 agreement and de-
manding that the ceasefire be
confined to Nagaland. His mis-
sion was to get the NSCN(I-M)
leadership to agree on reducing
the area of operation of the agree-
ment to the original territorial
limits of Nagaland.

Well-placed sources in the Gov-
ernment said all the Chief Minis-
ters articulated their known views
on the ceasefire agreement but
agreed that peace must prevail in
the region.

By deciding to confine the am-
bit of the ceasefire to the original
position, the agreement is now
back to square one. However,
sources were inclined to believe
that the NSCN (I-M) was open to
continuation of the dialogue with
the Government.

Today’s meeting assumed sig-
nificance as the Naga ceasefire
agreement is due to expire on July
31. The meeting was attended by
the Chief Ministers of Nagaland,
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Miz-
oram, Arunachal Pradesh and the

Governor of Manipur. From the
Government's side, apart from
the Prime Minister and Mr. Ad-

vani, the Minister of State for |

Home, Mr. L.D. Swami, and other
officials were present.

|
|
\

While announcing the exten-

sion of the ceasefire in June

“without territorial limits” by an- -

other year, the Government had
taken into account the demand of
the NSCN (I-M) that the ambit of
the ceasefire be extended to all
Naga-inhabited areas in the
northeast. The insurgent outfit,
which has a presence in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Assam and Mani-
pur, threatened to pull out of the
agreement if the demand was not
met.

The extension of geographical
boundaries prompted the three
States to protest, fearing that the
NSCN (I-M) may ultimately use it
to legitimise its demand for a
“Greater Nagaland”.

The intensity of protests and vi-
olence was most sharp in Mani-
pur, where the Assembly
Secretariat was set ablaze. MPs
and MLAs from the State had
been camping here, threatening
to resign en masse if the ceasefire
was made operational beyond
Nagaland after July 31. They were
joined by NGOs, youth organisa-
tions and student bodies. The Left
parties had also demanded revo-
cation of the ceasefire outside Na-
galand. /e



Centre in Ulfa Walt
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FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, Nov. 30: Realising
that the United Liberation Front
of Asom (Ulfa) is under pressure
from security forces and its cadre
are in disarray, the Centre is not
going out of its way to take up the
militant outfit’s offer for talks.

The Ulfa has over the last few
years lost considerable public sup-
port in Assam and is also under
pressure from Bhutan to remove
its camps from the Himalayan
kingdom by December or face ac-
tion from its security forces.

The Ulfa camps in the rich
tropical jungles of Bhutan, adjoin-
ing Assam, had been a convenient
getaway for militants,

Once they were in Bhutan, hot
pursuit was impossible for Indian
forces as they could net cross the
international border and spark a
diplomatic row with a friendly
neighbour.

9. 6 Gra
Bhutan has for long asked Ulfa
and other northeastern militant
groups to clear out of its territory
but with little success. Now, how-
ever, it is determined to throw out
the militants and the threat of
military action for the first time
indicates that it means business.

Officials believe that the Ulfa
offer for dialogue may be a tactical
move to gain time to recruit and
put its network of operational
cells into place.

In recent months, Ulfa has lost
many cadre in encounters with
security forces, demoralising its
rank and file.

The outfit’s problem is that the
a large number of people in the
state do not support the demand
for an independent homeland,
being much more intergrated
with the rest of the country than
other northeastern states.

Ordinary citizens have been
turned off by the spiral of vio-

lence the m111tants have un-
leashed, forcing industry and cap-
ital out of Assam.

Officials say New Delhi will
wait and watch before committing
itself to dialogue.

The low-key approach is un-
derstandable, considering that
the banned militant group has not
directly got in touch with anyone
from the Centre or even the state
government.

“The government of India has
a settled policy on this: We are
prepared to talk to all militant
groups without any conditions,
provided they are willing to
abjure violence,” 1.D. Swamy,
minister of state for home, said
today.

“If the Ulfa is serious about
peace, they must get in touch with
the Governor or any of our senior
officials here or in Assam, they
can also write to us,” Swamy said.
But apart from newspaper re-

gna watch

ports, the Centre has had no word
from Ulfa.

Assam chief minister Tarun
Gogoi has welcomed the Ulfa’s
change of heart and said his gov-
ernment will support the peace
move.

The Centre is in no hurry to
rush into talks without first being
being sure that the separatists
have had a change of heart. It is
waiting for the militants to make
the next move.

Talks offer

Ulfa today repeated its offer for
peace talks, adds Reuters. Its pub-
licity secretary Mithinga Daimari
said in a statement that talks can
take place if they were held in a
foreign country under UN super-
vision and discussed the question
of sovereignty. “Ulfa favours a po-
litical dialogue with the govern-
ment if its three conditions are ac-
ceptable to New Delhi,” he said.

A b i e



FROMOUR CO PONDENT

Shillong, Dec. 2: The banned
Ulfa, facing a fast-approaching
deadline set by the Bhutan gov-
ernment to quit bases in that
country, is planning to establish
permanent camps in the Garo
Hills of Meghalaya for a sus-
tained extortion campaign to re-
plenish its dwindling assets, in-
telligence sources said.

Saturday’s abduction of
Phulbari legislator Abu Taher
Mondal’s cousin Safiur Mondal
and his nephew Esteak Salim
Mondal from Phutamati is part
of a “special mission” of the
Ulfa, police sources believe.

Safiur Mondal — a business-
man from Phulbari — was
picked up by suspected Ulfa mili-
tants at 1.30 pm yesterday when
he was on his way back home
from here. The police said the
militants had abducted the busi-
nessman and his minor son
mainly to extort money.

“We see no other motive be-
cause no one has been injured
and the driver of the vehicle was
released,” a police source said.
The police have not been able to
track down Mondol and his son
yet.

Abu Taher Mondal, MLA,
said his cousin had come to pick
up his son Esteak, who is a stu-
dent of St. Peters School here.
Modal said he, too, felt that
ransom could be the motive be-
hind the abduction since “Safiur
has no enmity with anyone and
isafriendly person”.

Incidents of kidnapping and
extortion by the Ulfa in and
around the Garo Hills are on the
rise. “It appears that the Assam-
based outfit has already made
bases in some areas close to
Bangladesh. Areas which have
been identified as potential hide-
outs include Phulbari, Mahen-
draganj, Tikrikilla, Mancachar
in West Garo Hills bordering
Bangladesh and Rajashimla,
Nongalbibra, Rongjeng and
Rongduli in East Garo Hills,” a
source said. )

According to intelligence
sources, more than 150 Ulfa
rebels sneaked into Garo Hills
recently. The police, however,
claimed to be making progress
in its plan to hunt down Ulfa hit-
man Dristi Rajkhowa, who was
injured in a recent shoot-out. Ra-
jkhowa, according to senior po-
lice officials here, is the outfit’s
main man in the Garo Hills.

YHE

~ Bhutan ban drives
Ulfa to Meghalaya
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“He has good links with the
local outfits and access to some
interior villages,” a police offi-
cial said.

The Ulfa hitman was instru-
mental in ferrying arms and am-
munition from Bhutan to Garo
Hills, the police said.

According to intelligence re-
ports, Rajkhowa has established
a “good rapport” with the
banned Garo outfit, the Achik
National Volunteers’ Council,
which is helping the Ulfa settle |

down in the area..
Recently, the police
unearthed a huge quantity of ex-

plosives and rocket-launcher
shells from Rajashimla in East
Garo Hills.

The sleuths said the Ulfa has
already winded up four of its
nine camps inside Bhutan
and moved all its arms and am-
munition close to the berder
for transhipment across to, the
Garo Hills in Meghalaya as
well as Nalbari and Darraiyg in
Assam. :

There are still around 2,000-.
armed Ulfa rebels inside
Bhutan. Meghalaya and Assam
police are contemplating a joint
strategy to deal with Ulfa
militants.
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lec Manipur, palitics in Meghalaya is. littered with defectipns,
splits and alliances of convenience. No single party is capable
of forming a government, elected representatives being so fickle-
minded as to have no ideological commitment. Trust is non-
existent and for about a month now their antics have reduced the
Meghalaya government to a state of flux. The trouble began with
the opposition demanding EK Mawlong’s ouster, alleging
corruption in the Kolkata Meghalaya House deal. Mawlong
silenced them by cancelling the deal, transferring some ministers
allegedly involved and ordering a judicial probe. But the NCP, the
dominant coalition partner, wanted the chief secretary sacked.
When this did not happen it withdrew sapport. Mawlong upstaged
this by engineering a split in the NCP, winning support of 12 of its
15 MLAs. ‘At one point it appeared Purno Sangma had lost
control of his men. However, within days they returned, reducing
the Mawlong Ministry to a minority, the rebels apparently fearing
the Speaker would disqualify them under the Tenth Schedule.
With the formation of the People’s Forum of Meghlaya —
comprising the NCP, Congress, Hills State People’s Democratic
Party, BIP and Independents claiming 42 seats in the 6(-member
House — which has staked a claim to forming an alternative
government, Mawlong has no business sticking to power. He
suffered a further sctback when eight legislators of his United
Democratic Party formed a breakaway group with the Speaker’s
recognition. He has two choices: quit or face a no-confidence
motion on 7 December when the assembly meets. For whom the
bell tolls will depend upon the greed of the moment. Delhi,
however, caunot be oblivious of the fact that its delay in

.qigomtmg an acting governor (the present incumbent hasl)7

v e -

jsposed for a Jong spell) is creating a constitutional crisis
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Vajpayee meets Isaac, Muivah

Naga talks
in Osakaw

CL MANOJ 9

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \}'
OSAKA, Dec. 8. — In yet anot
move towards solving the complicated
Naga issue, the Prime Minister today
held talks here with Mr Th. Muivah
and Mr Isaac Swu, general secretary
and chairman of the Nationalist So-
cialist Council of Naga-
land (Isaac-Muivah).
Though officials are.
evasive on the details,
there are indications
that the meeting
marked the beginning
of negotiations for a
“political settlement” to
the Naga issue.

A brief statement is-
sued by the government
after the 30 minute talk
at Hotel New Otani,
where Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee has put up,
said: “At the meeting it
was reiterated that a ne-
thent remained the ob-
jective of the two sides.

talks between

The PM at a reception
in Osaka . — PTI

ief, Mr KP Smgh The Naga leaders
were not available for comments. Gov-
ernment negotiators may soon leave
for Bangkok for follow-up talks.

This is the first meeting between the
NSCN-IM and the Prime Minister
since the decision to extend the cease-
fire beyond Nagaland was withdrawn
aﬂ:er violent protests in Manipur and
other North-eastern
states. The talk was
reportedly arranged by
the Union home minis-
try.
Today’s meeting is
seen as a step forward
from the October talks
that Mr Padmanab-
haiah had with the
NSCN-IM leaders. He
had reportedly con-
veyed to the govern-
ment the Naga leaders’
message that they were
only interested in a dia-
logue aimed at finding
a “political solution.”
They also reportedly
demanded a meeting
with Mr Vajpayee. ‘

The Naga leaders

government of India and
NSCN-IM will take place shortly”.

Mr Vajpayee was accompanied by
his principal secretary, Mr Brajesh
Mishra, and the chief government ne-

iator with the NSCN-IM, Mr K
admanabhaiah, who reportedls
reached Osaka yesterday with the

have reportedly been
demanding a “political settlement” of
the issue beyond Nagaland. Today’s
meeting and the announcement of
more talks are being seen here as in-
dicative of forward movement.

m Another report on page 13

THE STATES,



0! , DEC. 8. In search of a
peacaful settlement of the Naga
issue, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had a meeting
with the NSCN(IM) leaders, Mr.
Isaac Swu and Mr. T Muivah, for
half-an- hour here this afternoon.

Present at the meeting were the
Prime Minister’s Principal Secre-
tary, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, and the
interlocutor for the Naga talks
and former Home Secretary, Mr.

K. Padmanabhaiah. It was
stated that the two sides reiterat-
ed their commitment to a nego-
tiated and peaceful settlement of
the issue. Official sources were
unwilling to say anything more,
but it was clear that today’s meet-
ing was only part of the process
that began several years ago. The
effort for establishing peace in
Nagaland and arriving at an effec-
tive political settlement.

The Naga Ceasefire Agreement
signed earlier by the Government
could not be fully implemented as
it met with stiff resistance in Ma-
nipur gnd other States of the
North/East. The other States ob-

jected to a clause in the agree-
ment by which the -ceasefire
would have been applicable to
territories outside Nagaland. This
was seen as the start of a political
process to create a “greater Naga-
land,” comprising the Naga in-
habited areas in other States.
Unfortunately, around the time
of the announcement of the
agreement, political instability in
Manipur resulted in the Naga is-
sue getting embroiled in a Mani-
pur’s politics of defections.
Politics within the NDA — -the

\ ?ipayﬁ%meets Naga Ieawdgg?
C; By Neena Vyas

Bharatiyd Janata ‘Party had tried
to replace the Samata Party gov-
ernment in° Manipur — also had
played a role in eruption of vio-
lence. But now that President’s
Rule has been imposed in Mani-
pur and elections are to take
place, that unnecessary compli-
cation is out of the way.

The talks with the NSCN(IM)
have always been shrouded in se-
crecy with the Government'’s in-
terlocutor meeting Mr. Muivah
and others in Bangkok and Paris.

PM enthralled by Hindi pla)/‘/

OSAKA, DEC. 8. The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, and an elite
Indian audience were thrilled today when a Japanese troupe present-

ed a play in Hindi.

The one act-play, Aaina (mirror), by Chiyomi Hara was a Hindi
translation by Prof. Tomio Mizokami and Dr. Arun Chaturvedi.

Mr. Vajpayee was impressed with the chaste Hindi dialogue of the
Japanese artistes and he personally complimented each of them.

The Disinvestment Minister, Mr. Arun-Shourie, the Prime Minis-
ter’s Principal Secretary, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the Minister of State for
External Affairs, Mr. Omar Abdullah, the Indian Ambassador to Japan,
Mr. Aftab Seth, were among the audience.

The play was staged soon after the business meeting at the new

Otani Hotel, where the Prime Minister is staying. — UNI
- Il

A



~Khongla

3/%/%\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE §

GUWAHATI, Dec. 8. Independent
legislator Dr Flinder Anderson Khonglam
was sworn in as Meghalaya chief minister
along with 36 others, including deputy chief
minister, Mr DD Lapang. The coalition
People’s Forum of Meghalaya that Mr
Khonglam heads has 42 MLAs and is the
sixth government since the February 1998
Assembly polls.

Mr EK Mawlong, who refused to resign even
after his United Democratic Party
government was defeated in the no-confidence
vote in the House yesterday, finally put in his
papers this morning.

The Governor, Mr Arvind Dave, then invited
Mr Khonglam to form the government.

The jumbo Khonglam ministry is two bigger
than the erstwhile Mawlong ministry, which
had 35 members.

Mr Purno A Sangma, former Lok Sabha
Speaker and Nationalist Congress Party
general secretary who put together the PFM
to oust Mr Mawlong, had told The
Statesman recently that the ministry would
have to be big because various groups had to
be given representation.

The PFM’s main plank is battling
corruption. But the ministry that was.sworn

m is Meghalaya CM

in today has)\at least one member who is
under a cloud in connection with the Kolkata
Meghalaya House deal that had triggered off

‘the several weeks long political crisis in the

state.

The deal, struck by the

Meghalaya

government with a construction company, |

was allegedly not in the best interests of the
state and suited only a few individuals
including ministers and officials.

It led to a public outery and constituents of
the Mawlong ministry like the BJP and NCP
withdrew support to the government.

His own United Democratic Party also split
and the new Meghalaya United Democratic
Party joined hands with the NCP and the
Congress to form the PFM along with Hill
State People’s Democratic Party and People’s
Democratic Movement besides an
Independent.

Although reduced to minority, Mr Mawlong
refused to resign till he lost the no-confidence
motion yesterday and after some
protestations threw in the towel today.

The PFM has promised to institute a judicial
enquiry into the deal, which was eventually
scrapped by Mr Mawlong.

The PFM constituents are also confident

that they will be able to stick together till the |
next elections due in February 2003,




India possible
venue for .\
Centre-Muivah
peace falks _ -

4 \? i}

N
Chandan Nandy A
New Delhi, December 10

[R%

THE PROSPECTS of the Cen-
tre's dialogue with the NSCN
(Isak-Muivah) leaders being
held in India have brightened
considerably after Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
talks in Japan this Saturday
with rebel Naga chief Thuin-
galeng Muivah.

It is understood that during
the meeting in Osaka, Prime
Minister Vajpayee indirectly
mooted India as the venue for
taking the dialogue on “sub-
stantive issues” forward. Muiv-
ah, though non-committal to the
Prime Minister’s invitation,
indicated that he might consid
erthe proposal.

After the Osaka meet, the
next round of talks between the
Centre’s interlocutor in te
Naga peace talks, K Padmand-
hiiah, and the NSCN(I-N)
lexdership. is scheduled 1
Bingkok. Padmanabhaia
hus had several rounds f
dalogue with the NSCN(I-M
ladership -~ Muivah an
MNCN (I-M) chairman Isa.
Ciuishi Swu — in Amsterdan
ad Bangkok.

A few months back, Unior
bme Minister L. K Advani had
ivited Muivah and Swu to visit
Idia. Provided an Indian
pssport in July this year, he
¢d not altogether discard the
yvitation.

1 fact, New Delhi helped
Mivah and Swu to get visas for
~an for the meeting with Vaj-
ryee. During his Amsterdam
ttks with Padmanabhaiah,
Mivah had insisted on a direct
iteraction with top political

eaders.

Officially, Muivah's meeting
with the Prime Minister at
Hotel New Otani is being
described here as a “call-on”
in which Vajpayee did not
enter into the nitty-gritty of
the Naga issue. Both sides
agreed to work towards the
objective of a “negotiated,
peaceful, political settlement” to
the vexed Naga issue.

However, sources said Vajpay-
ee, who was accompanied by
National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra, Padmanabha-
iah and Intelligence Bureau
director K P Singh, threw broad
hints that he would prefer the
future rounds of talks to be held
in India.

Indian officials are extremely
keen to continue the dialogue
with the NSCN(I-M) in India as
has been the case with the
NSCN(Khaplang).  Analysts
here said that it would be MY s
a victory for the Centre if “HE HINDUSTAH PP ol
Muivah visits India to partici-
pate in future rounds of politi-
cal dialogue.

However, other sources are
sceptical. They say that the
NSCN(I-M) leadership would
not “bite the bait yet” and take
some more time to formulate a
stand on the proposal.

Muivah has persistently
refused to return to India or
accept Indian citizenship. But
this July he accepted the Indian
passport, an indication that he
was willing to tone down his
extreme views and work
towards a more realistic politi-
cal settlement.



BY SYED ZARIR HUSSAIN \

Guwahatl, Dec. 9: Hopes for
end to five decades of v1olent
insurgency in the northeastern
state of Nagaland have brightened
with Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee meetmg top tribal Naga
separatist leaders in Japan.

Mr Vajpayee held ‘a 30-minute-

meeting at Hotel New Otani at
Osaka on ‘Saturday with Isak
Chishi Swu and Thuigaleng -Muiv-
ah, chau'n{an and general-secretary
respectively, of the outlawed
National Socialist
Nagaland. - N

'I'he NSCN is ﬁghtmg for an

Council of

Nagas hqvp} for | peace

Nagalapd. “Any move that could

.bring peace to our state is wel--

come,” Mr G. Gainam, leader of
the influential Naga Hoho, the
apex tribal council in Nagaland,

said on phone from Dimapur,

Nagaland’s commercial-hub 75 kin

: from the state capital Kohinfa.

“We sincerely hope the meeting
between the Prime Minister and
the two NSCN leaders in Osaka
paves the way for a permanent
solution to "the vexed insurgency
problem in the state.” -

During the Japan meeting, the
two sides stressed the need for a
“negotiated, peaceful, political pet-

tlement” of the insurgency 2
Nagaland, besides agreeing to hold

furtoer talks, although no date or,
“venue was fixed.

National security adviser Brajesh
Mishra and Mr K. Padmanabhaiah,
the Central government’s .inter-
locutor for the Naga peace talks,
also attended the meéting with the
two top rebel leaders.

“The meeting at the Prime mes-

ter’s level could mean the govern-
ment and the NSCN are on the
verge of. clinching an accord or a
deal to solve the Naga insur-
gency,” an analyst said.

In a statement last month, the
NSCN said a “final settlement” to

S8 Q

. This is
‘between Mr Vajpayee

the. insurgency problem was in the

‘offing with talks' with New Delhi

progressing smoothly.

The NSCN entered into a-cease-
fire with~New Delhi in August
1997. “We want peace in Naga-
land, and the Osaka meeting could
be the beginning of an end to long
years. of bloodﬂ)ed and violence in .
the region,” added Rev. V.K. Nuh,
head of the Council ‘of Baptist
Churches in Nagaland.

“Let the Indian government
approach a sincere attitude and not
just altow the problem to drag on.”
the second meeting

ayh

NSCN leaders. (IANS)



Tl?ﬁe Osaka talks S

\ groups behind the oldest insurgency in the Northeast, .

the Vajpayee government has sent out a glear signal:
noththstandmg the” violence which greeted the Naga peace
accord just a few months ago, the Centre would still like to per-
sist with the negotiations with the Isaac-Muivah faction. How-
ever, given the fate of the accord; the real significance of the

Vajpayee-Muivah meeting in Osaka perhaps li€s in the fact

that it was held at all. The result of the talks in ending the

~ schism that has existed for several decades between linguistic
and ethnic groups in the region will become apparent only
when the Khaplang group, the other Naga insurgent faction,
reacts to the meeting -at the ground level. The latter has made
its displeasure at being relatively neglected by the Centre sev-
eral times. The last meeting between central emissary K. Pad-

manabhaiah and the I-M faction in Bangkok was clouded by a

rather bitter controversy regarding some infotmal package deal .

- between the Indian government and the Bangkok based group..
The accord which was subsequently signed led to a vertical -
divide in Manipur, even as a host of Naga-dominated villages
wefe also caught in the crossfire. The rejection of the accord by
almost every.political party in Mampur accentuated the exist-
ing divide. The kind of homework that has gone-into the latest

- meeting is thus a matter of widespread speculation, and per-
haps understandably so. The last time round, it had become
clear that unless all the contending parties are brought together
on the same negotiating table, no real advance could be expect-
ed. Since then, some Union home ministry officials and the
intelligence agencies have been following the fallout of ‘the
controversial accord, but there is as. yet no concrete evidence
that either the Khaplang faction or the general sentiment pre-
vailing in Manipur have been very happy and satisfied with the

.accord’s progress. The 1ongstandmg feud between the Kuki
and Naga segments has gone on almost unabated. If the idea"
behind the negotiations was to swing the.popular mood in
favour-of the accord, that currently stands unfortunately nulli-
fied. The selective targeting of poor and largely defenceless
Nagas that followed the accord led to almost immediate disjl-

" lusionment with the manner in which the talks had gone. The‘g
Centre has, in the corresponding perlod readlly acknowledged
that picking up the threads of the negotiations will not be easy,
and it was with this perception in mind that the Vajpayee-
Muivah meeting was held. The I-M faction’s continued faith in -
the dialogue going on is intended to emphasise its centrality to
the prevailing situation in Nagaland and Manipur. The real

‘meaning of the talks will be clear only when a more tanglple
reaction is available from the region in question, and the Indi-
an govérnment has thus suggested that subsequent talks could
be held at hiome rather than abroad. There are no cledr pointers
to whether that suggestion will indeed be carried through in the
future. Meanwhile, the Muivah faction has responded by tfying
to seek greater local legitimacy in the backdrop of the resumed
negotiations. The Khaplang faction, which has been steadfast

_in its refusal to be treated as anything less than completely
equal to the I-M group, is not expected to take much time in
coming out with its perception of the Osaka meeting. Till that,
happens, the various groups invoived wﬂl necessarily keep
their fingers crossed. -

THE ASIAN AGE

el
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INISTRIES have been like the cloasv

) that come and go in Meghalaya. The
People’s Forum of Meghalaya (PFM)
government, sworn in on Saturday, is the sixth
since the 1998 elections. Though Flinder Ander-
son Khonglam, who took over as chief minister,
enjoys a comfortable majority in the 60-member
House, there is no certainty that his will be a sta-
ble govérnment. Political instability has been the
bane of Meghalaya, where only two chief minis-
ters— Williamson A. Sangma and S.C. Marak—
have completed their full terms in office since the

. state was formed in 1972. In a state where politi-

cal parties do not matter much and where politi-

* ciaps change sides as often as they find it expedient,

itics revolves around the whimsies of the lead-

; eys. Thus it would not be surprising if the ousted

ief minister, E.K. Mawlong, makes a bid to
ome back to power given his immense capacity

© for political manoeuvring. He knows only too well
- that the memorandum of understanding his gov-
- ernment reached with a private firm to construct a
. six-storied building at Meghalaya House. in
- Kolkata was just a ruse for his detractors to desta- -
+ bilise his government. In the end, they may have

. succeeded in defeating him on the floor of the As-
_ sembly but he did not go without a fight and with-
out proving his capacity for manipulation.
© It is loyalty to Nationalist Congress Party
. leader and former Lok Sabha Speaker PA.
» Sangma that has helped Khonglam come to
i power but to cling on to that post he will have to
* prove greater political skills. The new government

/~/ Under a cloud «:* 5,

Six governments in three y;arsvris Meghalaya's tragec

&lis(‘l\nﬁque in many respects. When the NCP-Con-
gress government was formed in Maharashtra,
Sangma claimed to have had no role in its forma-
tion. In fact, he had made his distress known over
his party sharing power with the Congress. By
breaking bread with the Congress even while in-
sisting that he was still opposed to Sonia Gandhi
ever becoming prime minister, Sangma has
proved himself to be just another politician.
Khonglam needs special talents to keep the gov-
ernment from falling prey to petty politicking by
parties supporting him from within and without
the government.

Khonglam’s government is the first of its kind
inwhich the Congress is a partner and which has
the blessing of the BIP, if not its support. In fact,
Sangma had publicly claimed a few days back
that the coalition he had put together had the ap-
proval of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and Home Minister I.K. Advani. Of course, for
the sake of record, all that the BJP’s state leader- -
ship was prepared to admit was that the party
would play the role of a constructive opposition.
Anyway, if the understapding the Congress has
reached with the BJP is with the express objec-
tive of providing Meghalaya a clean and efficient
government that will improve law and order and
address the pressing developmental problems of -
the state, the people wguld not raise their eye-
brows. But if Khonglary and company use power
only toline their pockéts, it will be a repetition of
the drama so familigf to the lgng suffering people
of Meghalaya. ' /

Ol
10 DEC 2




q/%% SO

X FSO ?‘good 9% ’%\\\\

Nagaland S future lies in peace plus development

HE Naga peace talks have entered a deci-

sive stage with Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee holding discussions with the lead-

ers of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland
at Osaka in Japan. Obviously, the two sides are sat-
isfied with the progress they have achieved so far in
hestalks the Centre’s interlocutors had with the
SCN bosses, Thiungaleng Muivah and Isak Swu,
at places as far as Bangkok, Amsterdam, Zurich

and Parig¢The Osaka talks clear whatever doubts
that rem#lined about the agreement the govern-
ment’s afgrlocutor, K.- Padmanabhaiah, had
reached wilth the NSCN leadership a few months
ago. The agreement had for the first time extended

the ceasefire in force in Nagaland for over three
years to areas outside the state. States like Assam,
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh felt threatened
by the extension, which they saw as part of the
NSCN’s drearg of achieving a Greater Nagland.
The protest in Manipur was so violent that the
Centee was forced to go back on its written agree-
mentawith the NSCN. The peace process would
have suffered a body blow if the NSCN had insisted
on the extension of ceasefire to the contiguous
non-Naga areas.

Some behind-the-scene cajoling by the Cen-
tre’s interlocutor who, at one point, found him-
self on the firing line, helped bring the NSCN
leadership to Osaka. When the Centre initially
conceded the demand for the extension of the
ceasefire, it had extracted some promises from
the NSCN with regard to the conduct of their

cadres in Nagland, which it continues to honour. !
There isa genuine feelmg on both sides on the
need to end the insurgency in the state, whichiis as
old as the Indian Republic. Fortunately, the gov-
ernment continues to show its commitment to
the process of negotiations rather than the de-
ployment of draconion laws like the Prevention
of Terrorism Ordinance (Poto). Incidentally,
there are a large number of tough laws which are
specific to the Northeast and which have been
used against the insurgents there. The talks have
already paid rich dividends — Nagaland is today
one of the most peaceful states in the region. Yet,
there is no clamour for an early accord on both
sides and this bodes well for the state.

There are no quick-fix solutions for problems
like Nagaland. One such attempt was the Shillong
Accord the Central government forced on the then
Naga supremo, A.Z. Phizo, and it failed precisely
for this reason. In fact, the NSCN was launched to
frustrate the accord. In sharp contrast, the Mizo-
ram accord has succeeded in bringing peace and
prosperity to the state because the Mizo National
Front leader, B Laldenga, was able to convince his
cadres about the need to eschew violence and lay
down their arms. Logically, the Naga talks should
enable Muivah and Swu to bring overground all
the Naga rebels. Meanwhile, any step that helps in
the peace process, like good development pro-
grammes, should be conceptualised and put in
place. The best antidote to insurgency lies in the

well-being and progress of the people. :

NDIAN & Arnass
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/ PEACE PRO§JE§S IN NAGALAND 4( 1

THE BRIEF MEETING that the Prime Minister, ,\ nfalntalnmg, even if it is only for the record, that

Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, had with Mr. Isaac
Swu and Mr. Thiungaleng Muivah — the two
leaders of the NSCN(I-M) — during his official
“visit to Japan, could not have been an occasion
for reaching a final settlement of the crisis in-
yolving the Naga people. The meeting, after all,
was only a formality. Such meetings with the
NSCN(I-M) leaders have been held in the past
few years, particularly after the Union Govern-
. ment agreed for a ceasefire with the Naga rebels.
- While Mr. H. D. Deve Gowda met Mr. Muivah in
Zurich (in the midst of his other engagements in
" Europe), Mr. Vajpayee himself had such an en-
gagement with the NSCN leader in Paris on his
“way back from the U.S. Such engagements out-
-side India have served the limited purpose of
- conveying to the NSCN(I-M) leadership the seri-
ousness with which the top political leadership
in the Union Government treated the Naga
peace process. The negotiations, after all, are
being held at different levels and coordinated in
that sense by Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah who has
been working as interlocutor, on behalf of the
Union Government, on the Naga ceasefire.

That Mr. ‘Padmanabhaiah was present
(along with Mr. K. P. Singh, Director, Intelli-
gence Bureau) when Mr. Vajpayee met the
NSCN(I-M) top brass is indeed a clear message
to Mr. Muivah and Mr. Isaac that they are being
engaged in talks with all seriousness. Apart from
the symbolism, the NSCN(I-M) leaders are also
understood to have agreed “in principle” to the
idea of holding talks in Delhi at a future date. It
may be true that a lot more work will have to be
done before the Naga outfit is brought around
to accepting the idea of working out a solution
within the framework of the Constitution. This
will mean a radical shift away from the demand
for a “greater Nagaland”, Mr. Muivah has been

the NSCN(I-M) remains firm on the demand for
“greater Nagaland” while the Union Govern-
ment has been equally firm that any solution
shall have to be within the Constitution. This
had become necessary in the context of the ag-
itation that broke out in Manipur against the
Centre’s decision to accept the NSCN(I-M) de-
mand that the ceasefire be extended to Naga-
majority areas outside Nagaland too. This had
provided the context for reviving a discussion
on the idea of a ‘‘greater Nagaland'’; there was
no way that the Union Government could have
allowed the idea (essentially one that involves a
Naga state outside India) to gain legitimacy.
Hence, the extension of the ceasefire was re-
voked. This too must have been an issue that
must have been talked about, even if it was in a
cursory fashion, when Mr. Vajpayee met the
NSCN(I-M) leaders in Osaka. Mp- n

Be that as it may, it will make ample sense
for those at the helm in the Union Home Minis-
try to ensure that leaders of the various political
parties are briefed about the meeting in Osaka.
It is possible that there are constraints over re-
vealing all the details and the progress made in
the talks hitherto. But then, it is imperative for
the Government to take the political leadership
cutting across the spectrum into confidence be-
fore committing itself to the NSCN(I-M). This,
after all, is the lesson that Mr. Vajpayee and
those at the helm in the Union Home Ministry
must have learnt after the violent agitation in
Manipur (and in Assam) against extending the
ceasefire. For this very reason, it is important for
those involved with the Naga peace process to
ensure that the various State Governments in
the Northeaybo are kept informed about the

progress.




/A/ fter Amsterdam, Bangkok and Osaka, talks should mave.cleser home, says SAN.IOY HAZARIKA

- Naga talks need new address: India

HE recent meeting beQ'
tween Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and the
leaders of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN
I-M) at a‘hotel in Osaka, Japan, will

give an impetus to the discussions

between the two sides which have
been stuttering along formally for
over four years and informally for
more than five.

The presence of National Secu-
rity Advisor Brajesh Mishra at the
Osaka discussions is significant, for
he has been the Prime Minister’s
point man on numerous matters re-
lated to national security, external
policy and relations with neighbours
—- take his in-depth meetings and
briefings with leaders in Europe and
the United States during and after
Kargil as well as recently and
Mishra’s dash to Dhaka after Begum
Khaleda Zia came to power a few
weeks ago. K. Padmanabhiah, the
Government’s representative at the
Naga talks over the past two years,
and K.B. Singh, the Director of the
Intelligence Bureau, were also pre-
sent — they are the main interlocu-
tors with the NSCN at other meet-
ings. Singh’s predecessor, Shyamal
Dutta, had earlier accompanied
Padmanabhiah to talks with the Na-
gas at Bangkok and Amsterdam.

While . both sides maintained -

.guarded silence over the content of
the meeting between Vajpayee and
Issak Chisi Swu, chairman of the I-
M faction of the NSCN, and Thiun-
gelang Muivah, the
General Secretary,
what was. indicated
by the Government
side was that a long-term solution
would be found in two to three
years. It appeared that the talks
were for about haif an hour, cordial
~ and satisfactory to both sides.
However, did they represent a
breakthrough? That is questionable
for discussions between the Govern-
ment of India and the'Naga leader-
ship will now have to turn to the nuts
and bolts of a possible agreement.
This is likely to take some time for
‘there are some 30-odd points that
Muivah, the principal negotiator for
the I-M faction, has put forward for
discussion. These include issues as
complex as the corl::eft of Naga citi-

NAGA TALKS

zenshlp (it should be poin{ad out
that he himself is currently §olding
an Indian passport which wasgjissued
to enable him to travel to Amster-
dam from Bangkok, where he was
earlier based).

What is raising questlons about

Negotiations should be conducted in India, formally, with an Indian
political representative at the cabinet level, and the
Naga leaders should be given safe passage to

The polmcal negotiations should
be conducted in India, formally, with
an Indian political representative at

the cabinet level, and the Naga lead-

ers should be given safe passage to
consult with their people and with
Indian shapers of public opinion.

tractable problem? 9 ¥ 6/ %

If it is, then it should tos® the
thought out. The Naga problem is
too complex to bear repeating in de-
tail here. But the following facts
should suffice:

8 " While the NSCN (I- M) is the

[nivah in Bangkok.

Reuters fite photo

q

consult with their people and with Indian shapers of public opinion

the discussions is that they have been
held away from the light of public
discourse. This in turn raises the dis-
quieting view that apart fromrenew-
ing the ceasefire, considering issues
relating to violations of the ceasefire
(which has held since it was first an-
nounced in 1997 and despite the

Government’s bowing to pressure

from the Manipur Valley in June and
retracting its decision to extend the
ceasefire beyond the confines to Na-
galand), the discussions have not
gone beyond a particular stage.

It is understood that Muivah’s
points will be taken up issue by issue
in the next rounds of discussions. But
why the two-to-three year time
frame that the media and the Gov-
ernment keep talking about? Apart
from the age of the protagonists (Va-
jpayee is 76, Muivah and Swu are
above 66), general elections in India
are also due in that schedule. So is
the National Democratic Alliance
seeking to conclude an accord with

that election in mind and gather .

votes for “solving” a seemingly in-

most powerful Naga militant group,
there are two other groups it has
been at odds with. These are the
NSCN (K) and the older Federal
Government of Nagaland, or the
original Naga National Council.
The K faction has been fighting with
the I-M since 1988 and recently
stepped up attacks and counter-at-

- tacks on its rival in Nagaland, la-

belling them “terrorists”. The K
group is said to be close to the State

Government in Nagaland but even

that label eannot overlook the real-
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ity that this is a well-armed group
which will have to be brought into
the peace process. and that any
agreement must include the K fac-
tion and the NNC. Otherwise, no ac-

.cord has a chance of succeeding.

That is what happened to the 1975
Shillong Accord which ended up by
creating greater divisions in Naga so-

" ciety than before.

M Naga civil society groups are un-
sure, despite their good contacts
with the factions, of what is being
discussed at Amsterdam, Bangkok
and Osaka. They will need to be
briefed for, whether the Gavern-
ment of India likes it or not, the de-

"~ mand far sovereignity is still strong

among many Nagas. Any settlement
that protects the status quo of states
and communities is unlikely to find
many takers—they have fought for
50 years for a particular goal—and
both sides need to show realism and
restraint.

B The neighbours, particularly As-
saim, Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh are not going to part with
their land. Their political parties,
legislators, media, scholars, NGOs

- and public opinion will not allow it.

B There must be a sense of unity,
not just at the political level but at
the community level in Nagaland.
This crucial process of healing in
Naga society, binding up the wounds
suffered by families and communi-
ties and inflicted by Nagas as much
as others, hasbeen seen as one of the
most significant and challenging
tasks before the naga Hoho, the civil
society assembly- representmg all
Naga tribes. v

Such a process of reconcﬂlation

has begun and is likely to be publicly -

announced at a large public rally-of
all tribes in Kohima on December
20. This is the first such rally of its
kind, organised by non-partisan
groups, over the past 50 years and its
significance cannot be sufficiently
underlined. For it is here that Naga
society has found its voice and is
speaking clearly to Delhi, Nagaland
and their neighbours.

The message is simple, the intent
is clear: “that whatever you do, we
have to sort our inner problems out
first. Without that, nothing can work
and the old hates and angers will re-
emerge to destroy good work.”

-



- TIME FOR HEALING
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n extraordiNary event, unprecedented
in the past 50 years in the history of

he Naga movement for indepen-
dence, is to take place in Kohima, on 20
December. It promises to be a defining
moment in Naga contemporary history
and as important, if not more, than the
numerous rounds of talks over ceasefire
and peace that have taken place between
the Indian Government and the Naga pro-
independence leadership over many years.
For the first time — as far as veterans of
the Naga struggle and observers of the
North East can recall — tens of thousands
of Nagas representing all the tribes of this
community in the region (not just Naga-
" land) are to gather at the Kohima Local
Ground to demonstrate, not against India,
but, against the cycle of revenge, blood-
shed and suspicion within the Naga family
that has devastated them as much as than
the armed conflict with Néw Delhi.

Realisation

It is to call for reconciliation among the
Nagas, who have become divided on ethnic
as well as ideological lines, and, indeed,
the personal likes and dislikes of their
“underground” and “overground” leader-
ship.

On 19 December, all Nagas are being
asked to pause in a moment of silent
prayer as church bells across their rugged
hills peal in memory of those who died
fighting for their cause. That time of
silence is to be followed by the meet on
reconciliation the following day, organised
by the Naga Hoho, the apex body of all
Naga tribes within and outside Nagaland.
This largely non-political body was formed
a few years ago after realisation grew
within Naga civil society that political
dialogues and extension of ceasefires

betweent New Delhi and various powerful - .

armed groups while significant did not go
far enough to help ordinary Nagas under-
stand the ground realities of the existing
situation.

These discussions at the political level,
including the recent meeting in Japan
between Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and the leaders of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland (I-M), Thiuen-
gelang Muivah and Isaak Chisi Swu, deal
with the overall demands of the Nagas.
They do not and cannot by their very

The author formerly of The New York
Times, is Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi.

A Defining Moment In Naga History
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By SANJOY HAZARIKA

nature meet the acute divisions within
Naga society where in the past four and a
half years of ceasefire where more Nagas
have died at the hands of fellow Nagas
than at the hands of Indian security forces.
This internecine conflict is not new and
goes back to the 1960s when tribal rivalries
erupted, fanned by the Government of
India.

Indeed, the negotiations have taken
place with the dominant group in the Naga
movement, the NSCN (I-M) which has

ble of doing, given their mindsets, struc-
tures and agendas.

In addition, the Naga conclave is being
viewed with a mixture of concern as well as
even grudging admiration by their neigh-
bours in the North East.

The concern stems from the anxiety that
Naga unity could hurt their neighbours
especially in Manipur, Assam and Aruna-
chal Pradesh where the NSCN(I-M) has
made territorial demands seeking the in-
clusion of “Naga-inhabited areas” (with-

been insisting on the exclusion of its rival
groups, the NSCN (Khaplang) and the
rump Naga National Council.

Concern

The underground factions as well as the
Government of India and the State
Government in Nagaland are watching
closely the conciliation efforts. For these
are things that Governments and even
clearly defined political groups are incapa-

out defining such a term specifically: it
does not for example even look at the
demographic balance of the areas they
seek, whether the Nagas are in a majority,
living in contiguous places and whether
they actually want to join a Naga
“homeland.”). In addition, there is no
mention of those who suffered and fell
fighting on the “other side”, i.e., India,
while defending the concept of an Indian
nation. This should be addressed by the

TME STATESMAR
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Naga side — there has been valour and
honour shown by fighters as well as
negotiators from both sides.

The admiration stems frem the realisa-
tion that the concept of internal healing
and reconciliation calls for fearlessness, an
ability to confront the demons of the past,-
to seek forgiveness from one’s enemies
and those one has harmed as well as been
harmed by. This has not even been at-
tempted by any of the larger states border-
ing Nagaland and who knows may lead to
such efforts elsewhere. The 20 December
meeting appears to be an affirmation of
the faith that the Nagas swear by.

Realistic

The organisers of the meeting say that
“without including all the tribes and all
sections of Naga society, there will not be
a final settlement of the Naga issue.”
There cannot be a clearer statement to the
underground groups and to the Govern-
ment of India on the need for Naga unity,
based on this process of conciliation. As
this writer has said earlier, the Naga poli-
tical groups need to be nudged to a
common platform by a representative
group such as tht Hoho, on a common
agenda and aims.

They differ on means, not the end. But
the demand for sovereignty is not going to
be accepted by either this government in
Delhi or any other.

A realistic solution that meets the
concerns of the Nagas for dignity and hon-
our and the concerns of their neighbours
has to be hammered out. And that cannot
happen without the top leadership of the I-
M group as well as the others returning to
India and to the Naga hills and consulting
public opinion, as well as Governments, on
what is possible and what is not.

Fifty years may not be long in the history
of a nation. But it is very long if one con-
siders the fact that two or three genera-
tions have not known peace in the Naga
Hills.

Peace in the north east hinges on Naga
developments, if not entirely then certainly
substantially. The Naga movement was the
forerunner of other demands for self-
determination. The NSCN (I-M) is called
the mother of all insurgencies and feared
throughout the region for its striking
power. It is the duty of all organisations
involved in the Naga situation, including
the Government of India, not to mess up
this unique chance by playing one group
against another.




he meeting of the priiné minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, with
- senior leaders of the National
. Socialist Council of Nagalim
‘(Isak-Muivah) on his recent visit to
. Japan, has been.widely welcomed as a

move which would take the Naga peace -

i process further. -

Though this was the first tlme the
two sides met after the proposal for the
ceasefire extension was revoked earlier

"this year, whattranspired at this meet-
ing and the one held soon after in
Bangkok has been kept secret, The Cen-

“tre and the NSCN(I-M) have once-again
reiterated their need to abide by the
framework worked out earlier this year
atthe Hague, which promised to wrap up
negotiations by 2003, when the assembly
elections are scheduled to be held in Na-
galand. There were also indications that
while the Centre would not moot the idea

-of a Greater Nagaland, it would offer a

‘special package for Naga-inhabited

-areas in the three states of Arunachal

iPradesh, Manipur and Assam. This may

‘include autonomous councils for the

.Naga people living in these regions.

Howeyer, even as the government

continues its’ peace excursions with the .

NSCN(@I-M) and seems willing to give
this Naga group a greater role in the fu-
ture, another vexatious problem re-
mains — whether to involve in the talks
all Naga factions, including the rival
Khaplang group that has for long chal-
lenged the claim of the NSCN(I-M) of
representlng the interests of all Nagas.
The NSCN(@I-M) on its part has been
adamantly opposed to sitting with the
rival Khaplang faction for working out a
solution.

Since rivalry between these two
groups, which are divided on ethnic
lines as well, has dogged all attemnpts to
allow an effective cease-fire to prevail,
the Naga peace talks have always ap-
peared to lack direction. Though the
.guns have been muted since 1997, it is
‘anything but a ceasefire. Hundreds have
reportedly died either in clashes be-

‘tween these rival factions or in militant. -

‘activities. The Khaplang group hasbeen
warnmg the government of the perils of
Jignoring it ih the peace process. Only
‘last year, it was assuaged to an extent by
the Centre when a separate’ ceasefire
agreement with the NSCN(Khaplang)
came invo effect. The faction is still be-
lieved to maintain its links with several
militant groups who are engaged in ex-
tortions and run camps across the bor-
der.

hereare divisions among promi-»
T nent Naga leaders as well. The Na-

galand chief minister, S.C. Jamir,
‘has been time and again accused by the
NSCN(I M) of nlpplng unity moves in

lthe bud and using the’ Khaplang faetion '

tto wreck peace negotiations; Jamir has
repeatedly urged the Centre to involve

Anuradha <1

silent war within .

wggests that there are other

Naga groups and movements which deserve as
much prominence as the NSCN(I-M)

Grassroots movement

all underground groups, the state gov-
ernment, other political parties, non-
govern'mental organizations and
churches in the dialogue process, in-
stead of only one or two militant fac-
tions..

On the other hand, there are other

“‘groups claiming to be noticed by, the

Centre. The largest Naga tribe in the re-
gion, the Zeliangrong, represented by

‘the All Zeliangrong Union (Assam, Na-
_galand and Mampur), sundry women’s

and students’ unions have demanded ur-
gent steps to integrate all Naga dominat-
ed areas under a single administration.
The United Naga Council, representing
Nagas living in Manipur, has time and
again apprised the Centre on the “grave

‘

situation” faced by the Nagas, particu-
larly those displaced from Manipur after
the violent anti-ceasefire agitation in Im-
phal valley.

The credit for brmgmg the two NSCN
factions to a ceasefire stage and urging
them towards negotiations goes largely
to a motley comprising several students’
federations as well as the Naga Hoho, an
apex body comprising Naga leaders of
tribal councils. The Naga Hoho, which
has unanimously resolved to launch the
reconciliation process from December
20, has also long warned the NSCN(I-M)
of serious consequences if it remained
adamant about its demands for the ces-
sation of Nagaland from the Indian
Union. In its bid to foster peace and unity

£ While there is need for a joint platform or umbrella
- organization for conflict resolution, peace efforts
launched at the grassroots level also need to be
encouraged. in a peace rally at Mangkolemba,
representatives from 29.villages recently resolved not
to allow miilltants to take shelterin their villages )

VI
Lo

among people in the Naga inhabited *
areas of the Northeast, the two apex
church organizations of Nagaland have
also called for reconciliation among the .
Naga underground groups. The NSCN
(Khapland) is also reported to have sent
feelers to the NSCN(I-M) through the
Naga Baptist Church Councﬂ which is
trying to unite the Naga groups.

he general secretary of the Ao
l Students’ Conference, Imotemjen
Longchar, also recently admitted
that the never-ending conflictand armed .
revolution has had a telling impact on
the younger generation who feel frus-
trated by the difficult future ahead of
them. Longchar also calléed upon the
rival NSCN factions to bridge their dif-
ferences since he believes that sans uni-
fication among rebel groups, there will
not be a permanent solution to the Naga
problem.

But while there is need for a joint
platform or an umbrella organization
for conflict resolution and political dia-
logue, peace efforts launched at the
grassroots level also need to be encour-
aged. In a bold move in January this
year, villagers of Mangkolemba declared
their sub-division of Mokokchung dis-
trict a “peace zone”, indicating to the
many underground factions in the re-
gion their deslre to work towards peace
inthe area. This followed repeated clash-
es between rival NSCN factions in
Mokokchung. Last year, tribal councils
of Zunheboto and Tuenchang districts
had also declared their areas as peace
zones, restricting armed conflicts
among underground factions.

resentatives from 29 village councils

resolved not to allow underground
activists to take shelter in their villages
and “to avert any possible armed conflict
between the rival factions”. The rally
also asked armed cadres of the outfits tg
leave the villages and requested security
forces to set up post in Mangkolemba in
order to instil a sense of security among
the villagers. Though the “yearly contri-
bution” to underground groups would
continue, the decision that no other ex-
tortion demand would be entertained
was unanimously endorsed.

A five-member sub-committee has
been constituted to implement the reso-
lution, signalling a new beginning in the
district. This in turn reveals the unani-
mous desire for peace.

This move is akin to the re51stance
put up by the Chakmas and the Ja-
matiyas of Tripura against militant de-
mands. These people continue to stub-
bornly hold out against the exploitative
demands of the National Liberation
Front of Tripura. These fledgling resist-

I n a peace rally at Mangkolemba, rep-

* ance movements, if eneouraged, may

realize the promise of peace in the belea-
guered region.
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Dec. 20. — The NSCN(I-M) vice-
president, Mr Khodao Yanthan,
burnt more than thousand rupees
saying money from Delhi had
corrupted and divided the Naga
society while Nagas from the
North-east and Myanmar vowed
to strive for unity at a programme
here today.

The programme was organised
by the Naga Hoho, apex body of
Naga tribal councils, to launch a
reconciliation campaign.

“There must be consensus to
negotiate with the Centre,” said
Mr M Vero, the Hoho president.

The NSCN(I-M), which had
rejected the Hoho effort,
surprised everyone by sending Mr
Yanthan and the convener of the
outfit’s ceasefire monitoring cell,
-

" “Colonel” Phungthing Shimrang,

to the programme.
Although the NSCN(I-M)
supporte the idea  of

reconciliation, Mr Shimrang made
it clear that the exercise must be
based on “national principles.”

However, the NSCN(K), which
had welcomed the Hoho move,
did not participate.

But the organisers were not
disappointed.

“This is not a one-day affair.
We’ve just opened the highway on
which, we are hopeful, all would
walk,” Mr Vero said.

The Naga National Council
chief, Rev M Kent, welcomed the
reconciliation campaign, =

But he warned the Hoho not to
follow  National !
Convention, which had negotiated
with the Centre and accepted
statechood under the 16-point

People’s -

e
2.
<

agreement. .
The Nagaland chief minister,
Mr SC Jamir, did not attend the
programme, but said in his speech
that was read out that Nagas must
understand  the Centre’s
limitations while seeking a
solution to the Naga issue.

He said Nagas have only
themselves to blame for the
worsening of the Naga crisis over
the years.

“We can't allow the saciety to
remain divided. The time has
come to bury the hatchet ajid open
a new chapter of reco; tion,”
he said.

congregation ended with
th:ﬁedgé that “the most urgent

need for our people at this

moment ‘is to recognise and
understand our history and to heal
the wounds of the past and learn

to forgive and be forgiven.” -
- /
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een the lines
Naga Hz(Hg campa%gn good, publi% gpﬁion better

he Ho Ho, Nagaland’s apex council of elders, deserves to be
complimented for trying to get the warring militant National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), the NSCN
(Khaplang) and the Naga National Council to patch up their
differences. But negative reaction to this weli-intentioned
“reconciliation campaign”, a day before its launch, was best
served by NSCN(IM) leader “Colonel” Phunthing Shimrang
saying a solution to the Naga political issue was possible even
without unity. Talk of reconciliation has been in the air since the
1980 split in the NNC over the 1975 Shillong Peace Accord,
leading to formation of the NSCN which, in turn, split eight years
later. Reconciliation, as explained by the Naga Scholars’ Society
for Research and Documentation, means an end to enmity by
overcoming one’s weakness and ironing out diffggences in a spirit
of forgive and forget. Humility, too. ‘ |
But Isak Swu and Th Muivah have made it clear moke than once
that they are not prepared to meet the NNC unless it “publicly
disowns the Shillong Accord” and SS Khaplang admits his
“mistake” and personally apologises for the slaughter of their
comrades-in-arms at the time of the split. Since this is unlikely, the
“reconciliation campaign” may seem to overreach itself, even if
NSCN(IM) representatives reportedly participated, while
absence of Khaplang’s men was conspicuous. The July 1997
Atlanta Meet organised by church leaders was no less significant,
save for the fact that the NSCN(IM) played truant. The Isak-
Muivah visit to Nagaland in May 1999 also raised hopes but the
twé: left after reiterating their demand that “sovereignty is
inalienable”. Unity between the NNC and Khaplang may be
possible since their representatives met in Atlanta, but one cannot
perceive the NSCN-IM sitting at the same table with its rivals. All
the same, it would be stupid to ignore general opjnion. Numbers
are, after all, what make the individual. /gn
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~More vulnerable

q ,;(W ,{ANorth-east in retrospect %x\ﬂ/

or the North-east 2001 has been a disappointing year.

Solutions to many problems remained elusive. The ceasefire in
Nagaland continues. Delhi and NSCN-IM have pledged to clinch
the issue by 2003. NSCN leaders, Isak Swu and Th Muivah, met
the Prime minister in Osaka to show their seriousness. The Naga
Hoho’s reconciliation campaign may be of little help if the two
leaders continue to maintain that nothing can heal the wounds
from the 1988 split with rival SS Khaplang that killed many of
their comrades. Ulfa and Bodo militants are on the run; yet their
striking power cannot be underestimated. Manipur is under
President’s rule. Last July, the violence that followed the Centre’s
bungling over ¢easefire extension to Manipur claimed 17 lives and
property worth crores of rupees destroyed.

The Asom Gana Parishad was humiliated in the May Assembly
elections; by far the most significant was Prafulla Mahanta step-
ping down as president following allegations of his secret
marriage with an Assembly secretariat employee. Tarun Gogoi
inherited an empty coffer. The long delayed panchayat polls were
held this month. Mizoram is prolonging the agony of 43,000
Reang refugees (taking shelter in Tripura since October 1997) by
refusing to repatriate them. This is likely to heighten tension
along the border. Tripura claimed fewer killings. Meghalaya
moved ahead. The EK Mawlong government was pulled down on
corruption charges for the first time in Meghalaya’s political
history. Meghalaya also earned the distinction of being the only
state to make an Independent, FA Khonglan, chief minister. What
Delhi needs to watch is the growing influence of China in Myan-
mar and the existence of an unfriendly neighbour. To say the least,
the North-east is becoming more vulnerable than ever before. 7~
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‘Chased in Bhutan, Ulfa
seeks base in Neyl

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Guwahati, Dec 29

FACING EXPULSION in Bhutan,
Ulfa military chief Paresh Barua
is possibly looking for prospects
in Nepal. His latest “friend” is the
China-backed Maoist groups of
Nepal. It was the People's War
Group (PWG), which acted as
Barua’s go-between.

Barua had reportedly based
himself in Dhaka for the last few
years and is now at the Nepal cap-
ital as a guest of the Maoists, Intel-
ligence sources said. He has been
holding a number of meetings
with the Maoists rebels and Chi-
nese personnel, who have assured
him help in his “struggle”.

The Chinese have been supply-
ing arms to Ulfa for several years
now. But the deals were never con-
ducted directly between the two
parties. Barua’s meetings with
Chinese personnel, sources said,
would be aimed at reaching an
agreement on arms supply and
other logistical support.

The Myanmar Army had
recently captured a Cambodian
ship carrying Chinese-made arms
that were reportedly meant for
Ulfa and other militant outfits in
the region. Both Ulfa and NDFB
extensively use Chinese pistols
and hand grenades, as is evident
from the seizures made by the
Army and the police.

The arms are transported from
Laos via Cambodia and Myanmar
. to Cox Bazar in Bangladesh before
being smuggled into the North-

3/«9/@,,
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2 NDFB MILITANTS KILLED ‘

TWO NATIONAL Democratic
Front of Bodoland militants
were Kkilled in an encounter
with the security forces in
Assam's Kokrajhar district,
official sources said here on
Saturday. Acting on specific
information, troops intensi-
filed patrolling in the
Kachugaon area of thedistrict
on Friday. They retaliated
when militants fired while
attempting to flee. In the
encounter that followed, the
two militants were killed on
the spot. Security forces recov-
ered a .22 pistol, some detona-
tors, gelatine sticks and large
quantity of assorted ammuni-
tion. PTI, Guwahati

east through the Chittagong hill
tracts and Sabrum in south Tripu-
ra. Far from the gaze of the inter-
national media,-tiny Bhutan is
taking care of its own terrorist
problem by asking Ulfa to pack up
its camps in southern Bhutan
adjoining Assam and leave before
December 31.

Ulfa is reportedly bowing to the
Bhutanese order. Sources said all
but four small camps in the Sam-
drup Jhonkar and Gilephu dis-
tricts have been abandoned. Its
leaders, who are underground in
Bangladesh, are learnt to have
assured the Bhutanese Govern-
ment that the remaining cadres

will leave Bhutan before the dead-
line. Ulfa’s presence in Bhutan
had been the subject of much con-
cern for Thimpu. There are also
Bodo camps inside Bhutan, but
the present ultimatum-is applica-
ble only to Ulfa. Government
sources said Bodo militant groups
based on its soil would be dealt
with later.

The Royal Bhutan Army has
build up a huge presence in the
districts. Thimpu has not official-
ly asked for Indian assistance to
push out Ulfa cadres who stay on
after December 31, but sources in
New Delhi said Indian forces
would be vigilant on the Assam
side of the border.

To fire the morale of the RBA,
which does not have any experi-
ence in combat, King Jigme
Singye Wangchuk has conferred
medals and citations on an
unprecedented number of sol-
diers. In all, 49 soldiers, including
Goongleon (General) Gongma and
Chief of Army Staff Gen Lam
Dorji were decorated in a ceremo-
ny on December 17.

Despite strong evidence, Dhaka
has always denied Barua’s pres-
ence in Bangladesh. Ulfa’s general
secretary Anup Chetia, alias
Golap Barua, was arrested in
Bangladesh and is being held in a .
Dhaka jail.

There were several reports
of attacks on Barua inside
Bangladesh. Though Ulfa had
once contradicted the report of an
attack on him, he has never den-
ied his presence in Bangladesh.
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 moving down in smaller groups to

<~ Deadline tor ULFA to close

y""ydown camps ends today

GUWAHATI, DEC. 30. The deadline for
the United Liberation Front of
Asom (ULFA) to close down its
camps in Bhutan expires tomorrow
as the Army braces itself to check
any possible intrusion from across

the border. In the past week,
more than a dozen militants were
killed. All were in groups of three,
signifying that terrorists have been

its bases in that country by tomor-
row. Authorities in Bhutan, on Sat-
urday, said they were “carefully
watching” the pullout of armed
ULFA rebels from within its territo-
ry as part of a deal made in June.

‘“Rebels of the United Liberation
Front of Asom have already closed
one camp located inside our coun-
try at Pemagashel and are in the
process of winding up three more
bases besides reducing the number
of their cadres here,” Bhutan’s
Home Secretary, Tasho Pema
Wangchuk, told local newspaper
The Sentinel from capital Thimpu.

With tomorrow’s deadline for
the ULFA and the National Demo-
cratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
approaching, the Royal Bhutan Ar-
my and the country’s militia units
have moved into combat mode.

The ULFA is said to be with-
drawing following its written as-
surance in June given to the Royal
Government in Thimpu that it
would remove four of its nine
camps in the Buddhist kingdom by
December 31, 2001, and reduce
the strength of its cadres.

“We are watching the pullout
very carefully. After the rebel
group fulfills its commitment of
closing down four camps by De-
cember 31, we shall immediately
sit with its leaders to work out the
modalities for the closure of the re-
maining five camps and their total

evade the Army dragnet, an official
source said. ‘

The ULFA, until recently, }had at
least 36 camps in Bhutan, some of
them with well-entrenched bases,
complete with firing ranges and
other training and recreational fa-
cilities. An estimated 2,000 cadres,
led by the deputy commander-in-
chief, Raju Baruah, formed the
bases inside the kingdom.

The presence of ULFA insurgents
in Bhutan has topped the country’s
national agenda with the National
Assembly or the Bhutanese Parlia-
ment discussing the issue for the
past five years. Elected representa-
tives in Bhutan have been asking
the Government to resolve the is-
sue peacefully and use the military
option should the rebels refuse to
leave the kingdom. Meanwhile,
the Army has alerted the Assam
Government to the possibility of
hordes of ULFA rebels sneaking in-
to the State from Bhutan, which
has asked the organisation to quit

withdrawal from the country,” Mr.
Wangchuk said.

Mr. Lyonpo Lago Tshering, Bhu-
tan’s Ambassador to India, com-
menting in a section of the media
recently, said he was confident his
country would not have to extend
the December 31 deadline for UL-
FA to dismantle four of its camps
in Bhutan.

According to Mr. Tshering, the
ULFA would have to abide by the
understanding it reached with the
Bhutanese Government in June.
Over the past week itself, soldiers
shot down at least nine ULFA
cadres and six NDFB militants, be-
sides busting three camps in the
bordering area.

“The busting of three NDFB
camps in Ripu and Chirag reserve
forest in quick succession has put
both ULFA and the NDFB on the
defensive. The setbacks suffered
by the NDFB has put both the out-
fits under tremendous pressure.”
The ULFA has more than nine
well-fortified camps within Bhu-
tan which they had set up during
1994-95. After considerable per-
suasion followed by sustained
pressure by the Bhutanese Gov-
ernment, the ULFA had eventually
agreed to move out.

The security forces have sus-
pected that ULFA might move into
Bangladesh, where it had camps
prior to their Bhutan bases. — UNI
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THE UNION Home Ministry has
constituted a special cell to
monitor the Indo-Bangladesh
border and activities of the mil-
itant and Islamic groups.

India fears that given the
BNP’s track record, the eastern
and north-eastern sectors may
once again become hotbeds of
militancy and fundamentalism
and a happy hunting ground for
Pakistan’s ISL

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, November 1

All the militant groups in the -

North-east were provided a safe
haven in Bangladesh during the
BNP’s previous tenure. That
period also saw the ISI foment-
ing trouble, mainly through
Islamic fundamentalist organi-
sations in this region.

According to senior intelli-
gence officers, BNP leader and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia’s pre-poll statement support-
ing.the Ulfa in its “fight for
Independence against India”
could be a clear indicator of
things to come.

“All signals that we have
received point to trouble in the
North-east and West Bengal. We
have recently obtained evidence
of the Ulfa’s links with Jamaat-
e-Islami that is allied to the
BNP,” an intelligence officer
said.

“Leaders of the NLF of
‘Tripura (NLFT) campaigned for
the BNP in tribal-dominated
areas of Khagracheri adjoining
South Tripura. The Jamaat has
strong fraternal links with Pak-
istan and is often used as a front
by the ISI which is planning to
get active here once again.”

Official sources said Sheikh
Hasina’s Awami League Gov-
ernment had stopped ISI activi-
ties in that country and kept the
Jamaat and other Islamic fun-
damentalist groups in check.

Ce
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“Though the last Awami
League Government did not
drive away the militant groups
of the North-east: from
Bangladeshi soil, it had imposed
certain restrictions that led to a
steep decline in their activi-
ties,” said a military intelli-
gence officer.

“We have reports of the Ulfa
investing hundreds of crores in
businesses in Bangladesh
owned by families of Jamaat
leaders and those with very
close links to Pakistan.” The
NSCN (I-M) and NLFT are doing
the same,” he said.

Intelligence sources said vigil
has been stepped up on organisa-
tions like the Muslim Liberation
Tigers of Assam and the Islamic
Liberation Army of Assam.
“These two organisations are sup-
ported by Islamic fundamentalist
organisations in Bangladesh and
receive huge sums of money from
Gulf countries,” a source said.
“This money is used to build
madrasas that preach hate and
churn out jehadis.”

(Concluded? /
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Meghalaya C]

peace’ with NCP R

HT Correspondent V
Shillong, November 6

MEGHALAYA CHIEF Minister E
K Mawlong finally succeeded in
“appeasing” his “agitated ally”
Nationalist Congress Party today
by agreeing to fulfil its demands.

Mawlong met the agitated NCP
MLAs at his office this morning
and succeeded in striking a
happy medium. The NCP had
threatened to quit the coalition
by tonight if their two conditions
were not fulfilled. Without wast-
ing any time, Mawlong “agreed”
to order a Judicial Inquiry Com-
mission headed by a sitting
Judge of High Court to dig out
the details of the controversial
Kolkata Meghalaya House deal.

“T have already given the nec-
essary directives for the execu-
tion of the formalities for the
official order to institute the
commission,” Mawlong said
after the meeting, adding the for-
mal request is also being sent to
the Chief Justice of Gauhati
High Court for deputing a judge
for the inquiry.

The Chief Minister had to take
the hasty step to order the insti-
tution of the commission to
“save” his Government from col-
lapse. “Earlier, we had also
agreed to scrap the deal as our
allies had demanded it,” Maw-
long said.

Finding himself in a soup, the
Chief Minister also “promised”
the NCP legislators to take imme-

MAWLONG cmmumm

MEGHALAYA CHIEF Minister E K Mawlong on Tuesday “fumbled” when asked
about the high-profile “party™ hosted by Asian Housing and Construction Limit-
ed at Tolly Club in Kolkata which he had attended. ;

“| don’t think I have attended any such dinner party,” Mawlong toid a crowd-
ed press conference. With a quick whisper from one of his Cabinet colleagues,
the tainted Chief Minister added, "Well, well.....is there any problem in meeting
friends? | don’t say I have no friends in Kolkata.”

it was reported that Mawlong, flanked by some bureaucrate and ministers,
had attended the dinner hosted in his honour by a leading builder of Kolkata. On
his alleged involvement in the controversial Kolkata Meghalaya House deal,
Mawlong said, “Now, let the inquiry commission find it out.”

HTC, Shillong

diate disciplinary action against
Chief Secretary J P Singh and
General Administration Depart-
ment (GAD) Secretary Arindom
Som “within a day or two” for
their alleged involvement in the
murky deal.

On the other demand to imme-
diately remove GAD Minister
Nimarson Momin, Mawlong said
he had already offered to relin-
quish the post. “Let’s not rush
this. Every step will be taken at
the appropriate time.”

The NCP’s Parliamentary
Party leader Lotsing A Sangma
said: “As the Chief Minister has
fulfilled almost all our demands,
what’s the use of withdrawing
from the Government?”

Asked about the BJP’s demand
to immediately change the lead-
ership of the ruling Meghalaya
Parliamentary Forum (MPF),
Mawlong said: “Why does the

BJP want to get themselves
involved in our internal issues?
What is their locus standii?
When we are not asking the BJP
to change their leadership, why
should they do that? If they

- intend to withdraw from the Gov-

ernment, we leave it to their wis-
dom.” .

Mawlong can now dare the
BJP as he has bought peace with
the NCP, knowing fully well'that
the BJP — with only three mem-
bers in the House — cannot top-
ple his Government. Even with-
out the BJP’s support, Mawlong
would enjoy the support of 37
MLAs in the 60-member House.

But observers do not believe
Mawlong is totally out of danger.
According to them, the General
Assembly meeting of the United
Democratic Party, which is
scheduled on Wednesday, will be
the litmus test for him.

{E HINDUSTAN TIME=



N SCN-IM, on alert -againgt Khaplang

» l;:. B RNS SEAE alerttoretahatexf . We don't want s ency operations in N d have

to be the butwem‘bkeepgmehf takeh note of the exchange of threats and
GUWAHA’!‘I,NW& mmmm they try to the peace process. w between the two groups, fighting
declared & virtual state of @ and The order to the cadres to report back for a bitter war since they split in 1988, said

umdpdhwdi@mmd them duty follows a Khaplang faction’s attack on nobody will be allowed to vitiate the at-
to repirt back to their urits “immediately”. the NSCN-IM’s truce monitoring cell in Di- mosphere of peace anci)revallmg in the gtate.
A member of the NSCN-IM monitoring cell, mapur recently.“They’ve also been killing The NSCN-IM Centre have been ‘en-
Mr W Shimray, told The Statesman over innocent people,” Mr Shimray said. gaged in a dialogue since 1997 to find a solu-
phone from Dimapur today that the Kha- The NSCN-K has termed its rivals “ter- tion to the Naga problerp. Talks are on be-
plang grou ‘vy was trymg to destroy the peace rorists” and warned of mtensu’ymg strate- tween the Centre and Khaplang faction too.
e arent going to allow that.” He gic military operations.” It has asked the However, there are no reports yet of any
qg designs had wple to bear with it for its fight against discussions on substantive issues having
dian security forcea rrorists.” taken ﬁl{aoe in the talks between the
"Were eommittad to the peace process that In a statement issued yesterday, the group NSCN-IM and the Centre. Till June, the
enjoys the pecple’s support but the Kha- warned that those funding the “terrorists” two sides were busy sorting:
w& " Mr Shi couldn’t escape. ceasefire ground rules 8
army to be on The eecurity forces engaged in counter in- cal area of the ceasefire.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, Nov. 9. — The
‘Senmilita Jana-Gosthiya San-

:Samity, a conglomeration
of 18 non-Bodo organisations,
Wy warned that creation of
@b “administrative structure
under the Constitution’s Sixth
‘Schiedule to protect the inter-
 ests of the Bodos would unleash

worse than what has been wit-
nessed since signing of the
Bodo accord in 1993.

i The Samity called for a 12-
; hour Assam bandh on 12 No-
’ vember to protest against the
| Centre’s reluctance to hear
' non-Bodo groups in order to
| find a solution to the Bodo

.an ethnic unrest that will be -

_once again. “Only,

problem.

Opposing the Sixth Schedule
solution; the Samity’s deputy
chief convener, Mr Brajen Ma-
hanta, said it would curtail the
nghts of the non-Bodos who
were in the majority in the pro-
posed Bodoland Territorial
Council area.

“How can the minority rule
over the majority,” he said. He
was unwilling to trust reports
that Article 332 will be amen-
ded to ensure due representa-
tion in the Assembly and Par-
liament for all. Mr Mahanta
warned that creation of the
Bodoland Territorial Ceuncil
under the Sixth. Schedule
would lead to ethnic.cleansing
thig. time it

9. Ny

9 ~
will be worse.” v
Several hundred people were

killed and lakhs were rendered -

homeless — more than 2 lakh
people are still in relief camps
— after Bodoland Autonomous
Council was set up.

“We demand that a round ta-
ble conference be held involving
all ethnic groups to find a solu-
tion acceptable to all,” Mr Ma-
hanta said. The Samity’s oppo-
sition to a solution under the
Sixth Schedule comes a day af-
ter the Congress government in
the state said it had no objec-
tion if necessary amendments
were made to the Constitution
tt} accommodate the interests
o

On Wednesday, seven other

nE STATESHID
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10] 1 |
parties hid agreed that a solu- |
tion should be found under the
Sixth Schedule.

The Bodo Liberation T1gers,:
which declared ceasefire last |
year and started a dialogue
with the Centre, had proposed
an administrative structure for
the Bodo areas under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution so
that it had constitutional!
validity.

The present Bodoland Auton-
omous Council, that had come
into being after the Bodo accord
of 1993, is a creation of the|
state leglslature ‘

Leading Bodo groups have re- E
jected the BAC saying it had | i

failed to fulfil the agpirations of ' |
the Bodos. /P \



“PEACE IN | JANGER
minous fratricidal tensions in Nagaland | .

HE mounting tension between two NSCN factions ma

lead to some more serious than the Meitei-Naga
standoff last June fo owmg the Centre’s decision to extend
the ceasefire to Manipur. The mﬁ faction’s alleged
attack on the ceassfire monitoring cell of the Isak-Muivah
grou at Dimapur is ominous because until now both groups

d for two years exercised nlﬂ-rutraint The Isak-Muivah
group suspects that the motive is to widen Khaplang’s
influence over Nagaland’s commercial hub and is said to have
alerted its cadres. About 200 people died in feuds in the first
three months of the ceasefire coming into effect in August
1997. The most serious was the murder in August 1998 of
Dally Mungro, touted as Khaplang’s successor. The Khaplang
group is not a party to the ceasefire but early this year it
formalised its two-year temporary truce with the Centre. This
could have irked the NSCN-IM which, apart from refusing to
recognise any other group, put the Centre in a tight spot by
repeating its longstanding demand for the ceasefire’s
extension to Naga inhabited areas ‘,of Assam Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur. J)

There has to be a formal truce betfeen the two N fac-
tions for the sake of the tenuous peace now prevatling. Not
impossible since they have in the past agreed to not attack
each other, particularly during Christmas. The Centre must
ensure fratricidal killings do not jeopardise the peace pro-
cess. The warring groups must soften uncompromising stan-
ds in the interest of an honourable political settlement. .
Rebel leaders have admitted the people must decide
Nagaland’s future. Then why are they not respecting the
popular public sentiment? Time is no respecter of assumed -
grievances and delay cquld be unkind to the ageing Naga
leadership.
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of the twe major Naga
groups — the National Socia-
of Nagaland
| (1saak-Muivah) and the NSCN
| (Khaplang). The ideological,

| HOUSANDS of kilome-
[ I tres separate the leaders,
|

|

| list Council

political and personal distance
appears almost as great as the
1 physical divide between them,
| especially after the recent
[ attack on the I-M’s Ceasefire
Monitoring Cell group in Naga-
land by its rival.

While the ostensible reason for
the attack was. to issue
a warning to the I-M

' not to conduct alleged
| “extortion and kidnap-
| ping” rackets from its
| Dimapur office — a
. charge that has been
| denied —  the more
subtle reason is to also
warn New Delhi that it
cannot take the Khap-
lang group for granted
in any political nego-
‘ tiations  with  the |
! Nagas.
+ Mr Thiungelang Mui-
vah, the General Sec-
retary of the I-M gro-
up, now lives in Ams-
terdam after years of
having based in Bang-
i kok. His compatriot,

Naga Leaders Must For

By SANJOY HAZARIKA

e (C

NG &
oalition
| &L

factions should unite. The logic |
is simple: the Khaplang and

the plains for centuries. In re- | Muivah groups have grown out
cent years, a growing divide !of the NNC and they should

between the Meiteis and the
Nagas, including the Tangk-
huls, has put Manipur in an
unfortunate nutcracker situa-
tion.

The NSCN (I-M) is powerful in
the hills, extracting heavy
“taxes” and raising other funds
from those living there or those
passing through, including

transporters; it sees this as a

return to the parent fold.

Unity is necessary. But the I-
M group does not agree with
Mr Zhinomi’s view that unity is
more important than other
issues. However, it is here that
the I-M and its associates run
the risk of being out of sync
with public opinion in Naga-
land. Respected scholars and
church leaders in Nagaland
have thus called for
unity on the basis
that all sides acknow-
ledge that they have
made mistakes, hurt
each other and need .
to move on to seek a
common platform. ° |
Secondly, just as with
the case of the cease- ‘
fire, "unity” cannot be |
a goal. It can only be
a means to an end.
But without unity, |
there is little |
likelihood ~ of one |
group accepting any
agreement thrashed
out by the other. No |
Government in New |
Delhi can afford to |

Isaak Chisi Swu, the
Chairman of the organisation,
also stays in South-east Asia.
The head of the Khaplang
faction, SS Khaplang, a vete-
ran of guerrilla conflict, lives
on the India-Myanmar border
while his deputy, Kitovie
. Zhimoni, now is in Moku-
| kchung, the capital of the dis-
| trict of the same name in Naga-
i land state, without fear of
" arrest because of the ongoing
ceasefire between the two Naga
; groups and the Government of
" India.

TANGKHUL POWER
The ceasefire with the I-M
began in 1997 but the formal
truce with the Khaplang fac-
tion began in April this year.

Each group regards itself as
the true representative of the
Nagas. It views the other as
inimical to Naga interests.
There is a third claimant to
this mantle — the Naga Natio-
nal Council or NNC, the ori-
ginal founder of the movement
against India and now a tiny
fraction of its original self. This
is led by Adino, the daughter of
the legendary Angami Zapu
Phizo, who launched the Naga
independence movement ag-
ainst New Delhi nearly 50
years ago.

There are many fissures and
complications in the Naga
structure and the hierarchy of
Naga politics, which is based
not merely on ethnic groupings
or ideological considerations
but on which community sup-
ported which side and when.
The Tangkhuls, the tribe to
which Mr Muivah belongs,
have in the past decades
successfully challenged the
| influence of other communities
such as the Aos, the Angamis
and the Semas, which have led
| the political, economic and

bureaucratic power structure
f among the Nagas, not just in

! Nagaland, for decades.

| The Tangkhuls are located in
| the hills of Manipur and have
i shared a cultural relationship
( with the Meitei community of

|

" The author, formerly of The
| New York Times, is Senior
Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi.

legitimate way of sourcing its
finances, but the weight of such
taxation hurts the. innocent
and the small as well as the
wealthy. People are resentful of
these taxes as well as of the
fact that chunks of Central
Government funds meant for
hill development goes to the I-
M, a fact corroborated by res-
pected Naga public figures. Of
course, there is the wholesale
loot by politicians of all parties
and officials as well - from the
hills as well as the plains which
has hampered development.

But the I-M, whether its lea-
dership likes it or not, is seen
as a Tangkhul dominated orga-
nisation. Whether it is Mr
Muivah himself or the nego-
tiating team (the Chairman,
Mr Swu, who is a Sema, does
not take part in the discussions
but is apparently kept infor-
med of their progress), or the
makeup of the I-M’ s Ceasefire
Monitoring Office in Dimapur,
there ig little doubt as to who
calls the shots in the organi-
sation.

COMMON GROUND
Thus, the present difficulties
in the Naga imbroglio have as
much to do with the changing
profile of the leadership and
the clout of ethnic groups as
much as the ideological content
of their views. Indeed, it could
even be asserted that the first
two issues have a greater say in
the moulding of public opinion
than the latter. )
Take the composition of the
other two groups: the Khapl-
ang group has considerable
support among the Konyaks,
the most populous of all the
Naga tribes; they are to be
found in a belt stretching from
Arunachal Pradesh and the
border areas of Myanmar
though Nagaland. It also has
backing from other smaller
communities.

As far as the NNC is con-
cerned, it continues to have the
backing from the Angamis and
the Chakesangs, groups which
were torchbearers for the Phizo
call and there are those within
it who say that the NNC should
be the umbrella o¢rganisation
under which the two other

| [ ————

come to an agreement
that does not include
all Naga groups; otherwise it |
will meet the fate of the much |
denounced Shillong Accord of |
1975, which divided Naga |
society down the middle.

One need not agree on every-
thing in order to come to an
understanding. Unity also
should not be interpreted to l
mean merger or surrender by a J
weaker group to a stronger one. |
It means a coalition of interests |
and surely that is more im- |
portant than who is right.

NCE'

CONSULTATION |,

Unity should represent a com-
mon platform, with a common
agenda. What we are advoca-
ting is a kind of political coali-
tion or alliance, which comes
together on the basis of a com-
mon programme and with the
background of a common strug-
gle. Such a platform should
have the mandate to hold de-
tailed consultatjens with the
Naga people and their repre-
sentatives, across the board —
without leaving any one out
and by that one means the
State Government as well —
on the issue of a long-term set-
tlement.

Finally, one would recom-
mend a strong dose of realism
as far as the Naga leaders and
the Government of India are
concerned. The Naga leaders
need to travel across India and
assess Indian public opinion,
not just the views of the Naga
people. Such discussions began
last year at the civil society [
level but now needs also to be
done at the level of the Naga
political leadership, currently
outside the country, or their |
nominees. Without it, the nego-
tiations cannot be built on solid |
foundations. '\

The Government of India |
needs to have a better under- ;
standing of what the Nagas in
Nagaland, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur want — |
for they are not &. monolith, ‘
with one view. It also needs to i
take all states into con¥idence '
with detailed briefings as
develops a political strategy fi
the negotiations. It cannot®
afford to repeat the faux pas of "
14 June on the “extension” of

the Naga ceasefire. M"
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SHILLONG Nov. 23 - A no-
confidence motion has been
filed against the Meghalaya
Speaker, Mr E D Marak, who is
yet to reco%;use the nascent

Meghalayn National Congress
Legislature Party.

Thirty-one legislators of the
Meghalaye Parliamentary Fo-
rum co gn ministry, headed
by Mr E awlong, submitted
the mandat@ry resolution to the
Speaker, ressing no-confide-
nce in him, gfter a meeting yes-

terday at Mgwlong’s residence.

The s  said that he had
received f resolutlon signed
by 31 legiélators, including
those of th¢ MNCLP, in the rul-
ing coalitiop.

“I am studygng it. There should
not be any ‘problem,” he said
when contagted.

The resolution, which bore the
signatures of the chief minister,
the deputy chief minister and
leader of the MNCLP, Mr Lots-
ing Sangma, and senior-most
United Democratic Party and

former chief minister Mr BB
Lyndoh, alleged that the speak-
er had failed to perform his du-
ties.

His removal was demanded
under Clause (C) Art 179 of the
Constitution and Rule 135 of
the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Me-
ghalaya Legislative AssemblKir

It also pointed-out- that
Marak was yet to recognise the
newly-formed MNCLP.

The development comes close
on the heels of the er
walking into a press conference
convened by the NCP National
general secretary, Mr PA Sang-
ma, on 19 November, when it
was announced that efforts
were being made to form an al-
ternative government together
with the United Meghalaya Op-
position Forum.

Mr Marak had then told sur-
prised newsmen that he was
present as a personal friend of
Mr Sangma's.

B Editorial: Carry on, /.
Mawlong, page 6 /
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By P.P. Singh
Times News Network
GUWAHATL With all the NCP
MLAs back under his wings NCP
general secretary and former Lok
Sabha speaker PA. Sangma is all
set to dethrone the E.K. Mawlong
government in Meghalaya on
Wednesday and place NCP MLA
Dr Khonglam as the next chief
minister in newly formed People’s
Forum of Meghalaya government.

Mr Sangma, while talking to this
correspondent after a core com-
mittee meeting of the constituents
of the newly formed People’s
Forum of Meghalaya with 42
MLAs from NCP, Congress,
HSPDP, break away group from
ruling UDP.

He informed that the PFM in its
meeting on Tuesday unanimously
elected Dr F. A. Khonglam an asso-
ciate member of the NCP as its
leader who will head the next gov-
ernment and also meet state gover-
nor M.M. Jacob on Wednesday
after his arrival from Delhi and
stake his claim to form the new
government. The swearing-in cere-

mony of the new government is
likely to take place on either late
Wednesday or on Thursday.

The Forum has 42 members in a
House of 60 members, which
includes 14 members from the
NCP, 15 from the Congress, 2 from
HSPDP, 8 from breakaway faction
of UDP, one from PDM and 2
independents and with the speaker
who is also from the NCP the total
number goes to 43.

Mr Sangma said they have con-
stituted a seven-member core com-
mittee under the chairmanship of
Mr Sangma while the newly elect-
ed leader Dr F A. Khonglam would
be the co-chairman with two mem-
bers from Congress ie former chief
minister S.C. Marak and D.D.
Lapang, two from NCP i.e. Lotsing
A. Sangma and Robert Kharsing,
two from the breakaway faction of
UDP i.e. Scot Lyngdoh and Martin
Mukhim and leader of HSPDP H.
Lyngdoh.

He said this core committee
would meet on Wednesday morn-
ing at 11 a.m. to decide the future
course of action after they form the

i

)l"

m new govern

[People’s Front of Meghalaya with
42 MLAs to fo

ent

en asked' if the
issue of deputy chief ministership
also came up for discussion as it
was expected that the same would
be given to the Congress, Mr
Sangma said no such issue was dis-
cussed.

It may be mentloned in a late
night development on Monday all
the 13 MLAs and minister of NCP
who had defected and formed a-
new Meghalaya Nationalist
Congress Party submitted their
resignations from the government
and handed over the letters of res-
ignation to Mr Sangma for
onward submission to the chief
minister and the governor reduc-
ing the Mawlong government to
minority.

Mr Mawlong received another
setback when 8 of his party MLAs
also deserted him and joined the
opposition camp under the leader-
ship of his finance minister Scot
Lyngdoh. Mr Mawlong has been
evasive about the entire issue when
contacted, his aides informed that
he would be talking to the media

later. /
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/N-E militants sh1ft1}1/ baseV

" along Bangla border

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, Nov. 15. - Even as
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia has been pres-
suring the country’s law enforc-
ing authorities to curb activities
of terrorist groups and crimi-
nals in that country, new camps
of Tripura insurgents are com-
ing up along the state’s border
with Bangladesh’s Sylhet re-
gion.
¢ Militants have been setting up
rfew camps right under nose of
the Bangladesh Border Guards.
It was feared that the recent po-
litical change in Bangladesh
might boost the morale of North-
east’s militants operating in that
country. Fundamentalist ele-
ments in the ruling party, some
backed by the ISI, are extending
- “all possible help” to the insur-
gents to expand their network
along the international border.
Insurgents of the outlawed
National Liberation Front of
Tripura recently set up a new

camp at Shrimangal in Sylhet
region of Bangladesh. Another

such NLFT camp came up at a
village in the Sylhet area oppo-
site Tripura’s Kamalpur subdi-
vision in Dhalai district. These
are in addition to the
innumerable transit camps al-
ready functioning along the
Sylhet border. Intelligence re-
ports say the NLFT and the All
Tripura Tiger Force are now
keen to shift their operational
camps to Sylhet from Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts.

The Tripura government has
already provided information
and maps showing exact loca-
tions of the 29 militant camps
along Bangladesh’s border to
the Union home ministry.

The chief minister, Mr Manik
Sarkar, spoke with Prime Min-
ister Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
in New Delhi. Mr Vajpayee was
urged to take up the issue with
Bangladesh.

5

ter,MrLKAdv "s, attention to
the matter. Mr Sarkar criticised
the BJP-led alli for failing
to persuade Dhaka to smash the
North-east rebel camps. So long
as the rebels were receiving the
patronage of the Bangladeshi
government, it was difficult to
combat insurgency, he felt.
There has been a marked rise
in the number of rebel camps,
with a number of armed Mus-
lim youths operating with the
NLFT in the Sylhet area, say
reports from across the border.
Meanwhile, a second unit pro- :
viding special training to se- !
curity forces to counter insur- |
gency has been set up at Ka-
chuchhara in north Tripura’s
Dhalai district. The training |
unit was opened on 8 Novem-
ber. The first such unit was set
up at Vairengta, Mizoram. A
batch of a hundred security
personnel will receive special
training over two months. At

On several occasions, Mr Sar- least five such batches will re-
kar drew the Union home minis- ceive training.
nig STATESUAS
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ﬁouble blow
to Mawlon ng
Government

HT Correspondent
Shillong, November 26

MEGHALAYA CHIEF Minister
EK Mawlong today not only
lost his allies, but also his own
partymen.

Former Finance Minister and
senior UDP leader AH Scott Lyn-
gdoh said the party had split and
that he was heading a breakaway
faction of nine leaders. He said
he would officially announce the
split tomorrow morning. Offi-
cials said Lyngdoh has the sup-
port of at least seven UDP legis-
lators.

The Mawlong Government
was struck another blow when
Speaker ED Marak confirmed
that the rebel NCP leaders have
requested for the no-confidence
motion and the letter asking for
the recognition of Meghalaya
Nationalist Congress Legislature
Party to be withdrawn.

Twelve NCP legislators had left
the party to form the Meghalaya
Nationalist Congress Legislature
Party (MNCLP) on November 19
after the NCP withdrew support
from the tainted Mawlong Gov-
ernment. Fearing disqualifica-
tion, the rebel MLAs are now
making a beeline around NCP
General Secretary PA Sangma.

Sangma said the homecoming
was “a very healthy develop-
ment”. He said 10 of the NCP
MLAs have already resigned
from the Mawlong-led coalition.
On the no-confidence motion
against the Speaker, he said:
“The MLAs have already written
to the Speaker in this regard.”

A demoralised Mawlong went
all out to keep his alliance togeth-
er. He “requested” the NCP not to
“leave” as the Government
would plunge into a crisis if they
withdrew their support.

“I will request them to contin-

ue supporting the Governinent,”
the Chief Minister said, adding
that he had “no objection” if they
want to go back to Sangma’s fold.

Accusing Sangma of trying to
destabilise the political arena of
Meghalaya, he said: “I did not
expect that such a move would be
initiated by a man of his (Sang-
ma’s) stature.”

“I have no intention to break
any party. So, no one also should
try to break my party,” Mawlong
said. Mawlong, apprehensive
that a break-away faction of his
party might jump into Sangma’s
bandwagon to throw him out of
power, said the process of “patch-
ing up” with the dissident mem-
bers of his party was still on.
Martle N Mukhim and Lyngdoh,
while resigning from the min-
istry, had declared open war
against Mawlong’s leadership.

In spite of all odds, Mawlong
claimed there was no threat to
his leadership from within the
party. “Though there have been
talks, none of the party leaders,
till today asked me to step down,”
he said.

The Chief Minister said the
Judicial Inquiry Commission
will soon begin investigating’
into the Kolkata Meghalaya
House deal. He said retired judge
of Gauhati High Court, Justice S
Haque, has agreed to head the
inquiry commission.

Sangma, the kingmaker of
Meghalaya politics, has already
started talking about the modali-
ties of the alternate Government
under the banner of Peoples’
Forum of Meghalaya (PFM).

He said the new Government

"would be led by the NCP and sup-

ported by the Congress, Hill State
People’s Democratic Party
(HSPDP) and Independent.
“Even break-away groups of any
other parties are welcome.” /
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DIPANKAR ROY
A

RANGIYA (Assam), Oct. 29. -
Non-Bodos of the Bodoland Au-
tonomous Council (BAC) area
are anxious about the outcome
of the o%omg dialogue involv-
ing the Centre, the state gov-
 ernment and the Bodo Libera-
i tion Tigers (BLT) to find a solu-
! tion to the Bodoland imbroglio.
| Reports that a new council,
| proposed to be named ‘Bodo-
| land Territorial Council’, will
' be set up under the Sixth
i Schedule of the Constitution to
replace the existing BAC, have
* worried the non-Bodos.
Representatives of several non-
| Bodo organisations from the

| BAC area said they were wor-
- ried that the Sixth Schedule

| status would

deprive the non-

- Bodos of their right to hold
! property, or any other right.

“We are not aware of the direc-

! tion in which the talks with the

BLT are progressing. The gov-

; ernment myst take us into con-
: fidence,” they said.

They said they were with the-

All Bodo Students’ Union-Bodo
People’s Action Committee in

' seeking a peaceful and early
| solution. “But we cannot see
. ourselves reduced to second-

The Sixth §chedule applie
two hill disjricts in Assar
Karbi Anglong and North
char Hills - and Meghal
and Mizoram. A constitutic
amendment would be requi
if the Sixth Schedule is to
extended to the Bodo-inhabi
areas in Assam. Besides, A
cle 332 of the Constituti
which stipulates 100
reservation of Assembly ¢
parliamentary seats for trib
in the Sixth Schedule are
would also have to be amend
®The composition of populat
in the Bodoland area is a mix
tribals and non-tribals, unlike
the two hill districts in Assa
Meghalaya and Mizoram whe
the population is predominan
tribal. Therefore, cent per ce
reservation of seats for tribals
not posslb&e in the Bodola
area,” Mr Urkhao Gwra Bre
Absu, said.

He, however, said the Boc
would want at least 50 per cc
of seats to be reserved for tribe
‘Mr tharamulf‘lh d:\b

t,, sought 8|
mdof rion-Bodos by sayl
that ainpe the new eoun
would htve constitutional v:

idity, rights of all of
ple would he«pmm%
= e —— 77,/ — ,( =
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"ﬂops killed in.

lllfa amlmsh

HT Correspondent v(\ \\“
D

Guwahati, October 28

SEVEN POLICEMEN were killed
and three others injured-in.an
Ulfa attack on late Saturday
night in Dhubri district border-
ing Bangladesh.

There are no reports regard-
ing casualty on the militants’
side, Five policemen were killed
on the spot while the remaining
two, including the in-charge of
Paglahat outpost, succumbed to
injuries on way to Gauhati Med-
ical College and Hospital.

According to the sources, the
Paglahat police were misled that
a dacoity was being committed at
around 10 pm at nearby Hazirhat
village.

A team of 10 policemen,
including personnel of 7th
Assam "Police Battalion, after
finding the information fake
were returning from Hazirhat
village when the militants
attacked.

The Dhubri district special
branch told Hindustan Times
that there was heavy firing from
both sides of the road and sever-
al grenades were lobbed on the

EASTERN PROJECTIONS PHOTO

Constable Ram Nath Roy, m;ured in the Ulfa ambush, at Down Town

Hospital in Guwahati on Sunday.

police vehicle.

The vehicle caught fire and
five men were killed on the spot.
The injured driver, however,
managed to drive the vehicle;
with punctured tyres, back to the
outpost.

This is the second incident of
violence in the district in last
three days. Four persons were
killed in an explosion by suspect-
ed NDFB militants at a Durga
Puja pandal at Gauripur on Fri-
day night.

" A total of 123 persons have

been killed and another 152
injured by militants during the
last six months of Congress rule.
Among the victims 15 were
gunned down by Ulfa, 48 by
NDFB, 13 by UPDS and 13 by
“unknown extremists.”

Among the security personnel,
13 have been killed by Ulfa; 13 by
NDFB, 12 by NSCN, two by UPDS
and one by other extremists.

The security personnel hav
killed 36 ULFA, 45 NDFB, tw0
NSCN, two UPDS and six
tants from other outfits.




“Muivah demandshigh
price for peace pact

Chandan Nandy & CC( \C : (\9) (}0

New Delhi, October 28(}’

THE TALKS between the Centre
and the NSCN (I-M) appear to
have run into rough weather
with the former finding it diffi-
cult to meet the set of demands
made by the outfit.

_ The demands were made in
writing to the Centre’s interlocu-
tor, K Padmanbhaiah, during his
recent visit to Amsterdam where
he met NSCN(I-M) general secre-
tary Thuingaleng Muivah and
chairman Isak Chisi Swu,

Though secession from India
was not mentioned in the outfit’s
wish-list, it sought separate citi-
zenship for Nagas, their own cur-
rency, passports and due recogni-
tion of the Naga cuiture.

The matter was referred to a
committee of three Home Min-
istry officials headed by Special
Secretary  (North-east) PD
Shenoy.

The panel sent a note to Solici-
tor-General Harish Salve to
determine whether any of the
demands could be met without
compromising the country’s
unity and integrity.

“These are demands which
will be extremely difficult to con-
cede to, But the Solicitor-General
is studying each of them closely
and examining what can be
worked out,” a senior official
said. The Government will “take
into account realistic” proposals
that can form part of the dia-
logue on “substantial issues”, he
said.

KT PHOTO .

Th Muivah with other NSCN (I-M) officials.

Besides these demands, the
NSCN(I-M) has sought a meeting
with the Prime Minister — either
in New York, where he will
attend the UN General Assembly
on November 10, or during his
trip to Japan.

Muivah had wanted to meet
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Cyprus,
which the PM was to visit before
his trip to the US in September.
The trip was cancelled after the

terrorist attacks on the US.

In 1998, Muivah and Swu had
met Vajpayee. Swaraj Kaushal
was the Centre’s principal inter-
locutor at that time. But now, nei-
ther the PMO nor the Home Min-
istry is keen for-a Veupayee-Mtiv
ah meeting. .

It is learnt that Padmanbhalah
will meet Muivah and Swu in the

Netherlands only after the PM)
return from the US.



“ALWAYS BACKWARD
N-E development fund§ need monttoring

EVERY government that has come to power at the Centre |
since 1996 has been concerned about development in the
North-east but progress has been rather tardy, if not stag-
nant, despite announcement of special economic packages. In |
1995, the Congress government created the North-East Deve- |
lopment Bank with an authorised capital of Rs 500 crores but |
how far it has-helped expansion and modernisation of indus- |
trial enterprises is not allowed to be known. The region still |
lacks good road, water and electricity, the basic needs for de- |
velopment. What can help boost growth is the annual estima- |
ted pool of Rs 1,500 crores collected from the unspent balance
of the amounts earmarked for different Union ministry |
departments in the region, with the emphasis on financing |
feasible projects, the benefits of which all the seven States
\can share, The chief ministers had no answer when Union
finance minister Yashwant Sinha last week asked in Shillong |
why there was poor response to utilisation of funds for |
Central schemes when sufficient funds were allocated. One |
possible answer is that no state is interested unless it can get
1ts paws on some money. gfl, ) L\o o |
Today, most North-east states find“it difficult tb| pay |
employees’ salaries on time. As an obvious consequente of |
such mismanagement, the Centre may have to bail out some
states, particularly Manjpur. This calls for strict checks on |
the misuse and diversion of funds, detailed guidelines for

" which were issued three years ago but remain on paper. The |
- suggestion for the auditor-general’s staff to make field visits '
to verify use of funds and involvement of NGOs and the local !
media in monitoring and publicising development projects !
should help lend transparency to the process. /90 ;

i
|
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ORTH-EAST PEACE

Nagas And M ﬁeis Must End' Bitternessn

S our eyes, ears and
minds — and, to a consi-
erable extent, our hear-

ts and spirits — turn every day
to the unfolding tragedy in
Afghanistan and its neigh-
bourhood, New Delhi seems to
have well and truly forgotten
| about the troubles of our little
- North-East. Thankfully, there
is an energetic, committed and
- thoughtful Minister for the De-
| velopment of the North East,
Arun Shourie, who
also’ is, not coinciden-
1 tally, the Minister for
\ Disinvestment.
However, it is too
much to expect Shou-
! rie to cook up a storm,
| if the restaurant’s ma-
. jor owners and patrons
are dining elsewhere
i and the available raw
| materials are sparse.
| One is, of course, re-
| ferring to the National
i Democratic Alliance
\

| and its top leadership,
| which right now ap-
| pears totally focussed
on heading off Pakis- |
tan, having a role in a &
i future Government in Afgha-
nistan and becoming another
supplicant before the United
States.

MEDIA BIAS
As the BBC observed, apart
. from criss-crossing the world to
mobilise support for the anti-
A Taliban blitz, it was also time
that Tony Blair put the NHS
. (National Health Service) into
. shape. Domestic problems are
i not going to go away; they may
'not be the subject of much
! public discussion — barring the
downslide in the economy and
the upsurge in violence in
i Kashmir - but they are here to
. stay, bin Laden or no bin
Laden. One hopes that the
various departments of govern-
ment which are often so active
with regard to the North-East
continue to follow develop-
i ments there with equal focus
- and commitment.
This is where the media has a
- critical role to play. One should
- be forgiven for thinking, by
| reading, even cursorily, the
newspapers and watching the
various television channels
i that there is nothing hap-
| pening in the world but Ame-
. rica’s “War on Terror” and how
| “America Strikes Back.”
| That is why an analysis of
news coverage of the region,
and specifically, the situation
in Manipur where an uneasy
peace prevails after the with-
drawal of the Naga ceasefire to
areas outside of Nagaland is of
value. One is referring to a slim
booklet brought out by the
Manipur Research Forum in
New Delhi which looks at the
media coverage of the events
i from a “Manipuri” viewpoint.
| However, the view is largely
| that of the majority Meitei and
\ it seeks, in a calm and assured
! voice, to explain where the
media coverage was biased,
incorrect and slip-shod.
™ For one thing, one writer
i pointed out, journalists cannot
even spell the name of the
majority community correctly
. (it is Meitei, not Meiti, Meitis,
' Meities, we are informed). A
report in a metropolitan daily
talked about “apprehension of

tension in three Naga domi--

nated districts -~ Khonsa of

b

i

The author, formerly of The
' New York Times, is Senior
| Fellow, Centre for Policy

By SANJOY HAZARIKA

Arunachal Pradesh, Temeng-
long and Ukhrul of Manipur
and :certain parts of Assam,
where members of Thankghul
Nagas, which is the support
base of NSCN (I-M), are living.”

Apart from getting the gram-
mar wrong and butchering the
English language, the facts are
hopelessly wrong. The Tang-
khuls of Manipur’s hills are in

they once called home. This
kind of situation is not just
unhealthy but breeds the kind
of alienation that leads to
greater bitterness and carries
the seeds of great ethnic dis-
cord and violence.

Surely, it is up to the Meiteis
and the non-Meiteis in the
Imphal Valley to come together
in a delegation to the hills and
ask those Nagas who have fled
Imphal to return assuring
them that they will
guarantee their
safety? Meiteis and
non-Meiteis  should
make common cause
again on the return of
the Nagas?

One hears often an
argument from the
Meiteis that the hill
regions are under-
developed, despite the
long terms of Naga
Chief Ministers in
Manipur and the fact
that the tribal welfare
department is in the
hands of a “tribal”,
usually either a Naga
or a Kuki. The assum-

Ukhrul and Senapati District;
there are few Tangkhuls out-
side of Manipur state. There
are other tribes living in Khon-
sa, Tamenglong and “certain
parts of Assam”, including the
Noctes and Wanchoos, the Zeli-
angrongs and the Semas. One
is pretty sure that most repor-
ters in New Delhi, covering the
“‘North Eastern beat” in the
Home Ministry, have not heard
of at least three of these tribes.

The Manipur Research Forum
remarked that its study of the
writing in three prominent
“national dailies” and a TV new
channel showed that certain
news reports were “misleading”
and reflected “the kind of ca-
sual and half-hearted approach
to the issue by the news me-
dia.” In addition, it said, there
were  exaggerations  and
“hyperbolic presentation of
certain incidents”; most writing
and reporting was shallow and
half-baked with a “silence on
the historicity of the readers
and the audience.”

They also accused some re-
porters of carrying comments
by Naga groups which were
“bent on trying to spew ethnic
venom or trying to add an
ethnic or communal twist to
the whole issue.”

SAFE RETURN
Alas, this is only part of the
case. There ig little doubt that
Meitei groups have equally
viciously hurled venom against
Nagas in the, Imphal Valley;
notes were circulated among
the Naga community or sent to
Naga individuals in Imphal
which abused them in the
vilest of terms and threatened
dire consequences if they did
not leave.

It is all very well for us to say
that there was no violence
against Nagas inhabiting the
Meitei-dominated plains; that
tens of thousands did leave for
the hills but large numbers
have come back. There is
equally little comfort to be had
by saying that those Nagas who
continue to live in the hills do
so under pressure from the
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (I-M).

Many Naga children of school
and college age remain in the
hills, without a place where
they can continue their studies.
For one reason or another,
clearly, they do not feel safe

ption here again is facile —
that the “tribal” ministers and
chief ministers are responsible
for the mess.

CONCILIATION h

They may have a part — but
is it so difficult to realise that
most of the funds for Manipur
stay within the Imphal Valley:
because like in other state capi-
tals, everyone (whether Meitei
or non-Meitei) is just too
interested in feathering his or
her own nest instead of
bothering about the people in
the villages and hamlets who
elected them in the first place.
Money, power, sex, dalali and
goonda girdi — all of these are
on parade in our state and
district capitals. We need not
look to Delhi for confirmation of
such a trend!

The majority community in
Manipur must acknowledge
that they have also made mis-
takes. So have the Nagas and
other groups. Without such an

. honest assessment and review

of their respective roles, one
cannot hope for any changes for
the better in the State, should
elections be held next year.
Indeed, it is the contention of
this writer that state assembly
elections in Manipur should be
held only after the Nagas and
Meiteis begin ending their
suspicions and bitterness and -
start to walk on the path of
reconciliation.

The Naga leadership, espe-
cially the Naga Hoho, that
unique grouping of repre-
sentatives of Naga tribes in the
region, has shown that it can
reduce rhetoric, create goodwill
and reduce ill-will by a series ¢f
thoughtful steps.

One of these steps was the
lifting of the road blockade of ,
the Imphal Highway, where
Naga Hoho leaders had to
wear down the tough oppo-
sition of ' their compatriots
from the Manipur Hills. They
counselled  restraint and
carried the day. This is a sign
of goodwill. But hardly one
“national”  newspaper or
broadcast network carried the
news. The Meiteis and other
non-Meitei groups should be |
statesmanlike  enough to

"respond. A secure future for

all the people of Manipur
surely lies in this approach, not
secret negotiations in closed
hotel rooms in  distant

' Research, New Delhi. enough to return to the place Europezn and Asian capitals.
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“MANIPUR REALITY

Fresh poll unlikely to end poljtical instabilty

JUDGING by the emergence of niew &nd small r partles it
would seem Manipur is again headed fqr political
instabilty even after the Assembly elections duejearly next
year. The second in less than three years, Manipur had had
18 new governments in 29 years and several spells of
President’s rule. The elected representatives are responsible
as they see no wrong in offering themselves to the highest
bidder. A chief minister preoccupied with survival strategy
has little time for public affairs. The presiding officers’ role
has also been far from exemplary. Haobam Borobabu delayed
the Congress’ homecoming in 1992 by disqualifying seven
legislators and, as Speaker, former chief minister W
Nipamacha also dlsquahﬁed some legislators to prevent them
from supporting the Op{;omtlon group. 9- X
The Democratic People’s Party, floated by social, human
rights activists and political and student leaders, and the
Manipur People’s Conference under Nipamacha, may further
" complicate political life. Already there are 10 smaller parties,
none of which has the credibility to secure a working majo-
rity. The Congress, which ruled the state for several years, is
reduced to one member in'the 60-strong House. The largest,
the Mamgur People’s Party, the only one capable of challen-
ging the Congress, is hobbled because of a split. Unless smal-
ler groups have some pragmatic electoral understanding, the
next government will also be a rag-tag combine. But the new
legislators are expected to behave impeccably after the
electorate taught the outgoing ones a lesson last June for
induilging in toppling games at the cost of the State’s
territorial integrity. Most of them were forced into shelter in
Delhi during the violence that followed extension of the
Nagaland ceasefire. Whether that fear will be the key to
political integrity remains to be seen.

/ |
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4 120 injured
%é in Assam
* bomb blast

STATESMAN HEW;é& VICE

GUWAHATI, Sept,XB. ~ More
than 120 people were injured
when a bomb blast derailed
seven coaches of the Delhi-
Guwahati North East Express
at around 7 p.m. between Chap-
rakata and Goroimari stations
in the BI{I area of Bongaigaon
district. Unofficial reports said
at least three persons died.

A North-east %‘iontler Railway

spokesperson said two coaches -

caught fire after the explosion
and the broad gauge and metre
gauge tracks were damaged.

Senior NFR officials, police .’

officers and a medical team
have left for the spot.

Bijni police said the culprits
fired at an Assam Police
Battalion camp in the vicinity
to cover their escape.

No group has claimed respon-

sibility but it's suspected that |
the secessionist National Dem- |

ocratic Front of Bodoland may
have triggered the blast though
it is not known to have carried
out such attacks in the past.
The Bodo Liberation Tigers
had been targeting trains and
railway property. But of late it
has suspended its operations
and is holding talks with the
Certre.
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SO YOUNG, %0 JADED

4 “AGP has much soul-Searchifg to de

] NOT yet sweet sixteen and the Asom Gana Parishad’s (:\e 1

dibility has already soured, its reputation further {ar-

 nished by the Prafulla Mahanta "affair” and the sex scandals |
i of former ministers. Given the mandate to rule in 1985, dis- |
- sensions led to a split and the formation of the Natun Asom

Gana Parishad by stalwarts like Bhrigu Phukan, Dineswar

. Goswami and Brindaban Geswami (now AGP president).

Worse still, the first Mahanta-led government was dismissed |
months before it could complete a full five-year term for )

! failing to contain Ulfa violence. The coming together of the -

two in 1993, however, brought the AGP back to power in 1996 .-
but the Mahanta-Phukan nve'l,rwrsisted and since 1998 the

| ﬁaarty has been on a losing trail. Whatever public support they |.

d was lost in the May 2001 assembly elections when Mah- |

I anta was defeated in the prestigious Dispur constituency, !
' finishing a poor third. He won the Berhampur seat by a mere
- 5,000-vote margin. Several senior leaders lost. Had it not |

been for the All Bodo Students’ Union which secured 10 of the -
12 seats contested, the allies’ rout could have been complete.
Mahanta attributed the Congress victory to support by the

Ulfa. Even assuming it was 80, what else explains the
' Congress win in the by-elections from Titabor and Dibrugarh.

Tarun Gogoi’s election was a forgone conclusion, the only

. question being by what margin, Awarded the chief

ministership for his performance as party chief and his ability
to get himself elected, Gogoi polled 45,200 votes compared to
his AGP rival’s 10,195, with most other small fry forfeiting
their security deposits. The victory over the BJP rival in

" Dibrugarh was equally impressive, by a margin of more than
- 25,960 votes. The prospect of the AGP coming back to power

is so bleak as to call it into question in the long haul.
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ANGS’ REi;Q},QI ve
\ ‘ glay may be to Mizoram’s detriment

IZORAM'’s procrastination over the repatriation of Re- -

ang refugees is likely to snowball into a serious problem. '
About 40,000 of them are living in Tripura camps since Octo- |
ber 1997. Aizawl has not issued any official version as to what
_ triggered the exodus but reports suggest they fled after ethnic
violence followed the killing of a Mizo forest employee by
. suspected Bru (Reang) United Liberation Front militants. At
the Centre’s intervention, Mizoram agreed to take back about
31,000 and the first phase comprising 16,000 was to have be-
gun in October last year, but it was a non-starter with Aizawl |
agreeing to accept only bona fide residents after screening |
them and also setting preconditions that BULF must give up
violence before repatriation. A hardening of attitude was no |
surprise as militants are demanding an autonomous district |
council for Reangs as enjoyed by other tribes like the Maras,
Lais and Chakmas. Even if Aizawl feels Reangs (numbering
around 100,000) do not deserve a district council, there has to [
be some package for their socio-economic uplift.

The 1986 Mizo accord ended the 20-year insurgency and
Delhi rightly awarded Mizoram a peace bonus last year, the |
apparent motive being to make it a model for other insurgent-
prone and cash-strapped states. But the situation in Mizoram |
is changing with the Hmars aiming for upgradation of their
development councils. They are sore over inadequate
allocation of funds for their development. Having given the
ethnic tribes autonomy, Mizoram is duty bound to treat them

as equals/ |



GOOD GESTURE::.
Na% g

oodwill mission to A Assam “Significant

Y'inviting a Naga goodwill mission to vigit the state last
week, the Asom Sahitya Sabha displayed more than com-
mon sense, Because this came at a time when ties between
Assam and Nagaland are strained over a boundary dispute,
not to forget the NSCN-IM’s claim over parts of Assam. In
1952, a similar mission visited Assam when the Naga Hills
were still part of the state. That visit though, turned out to be
one-sided, with Assamese politicians sermonising on the
virtue of democracy, the main message being that Nagas
should abandon their demand for independence. Which only
invited ridicule from some delegation members who
reportedly remarked, “Let’s go back home”, their pride evi-
dently hurt because, through village counclls, the Nagas
enjoy an elevated form of democracy. The latest mission con-
sisting of the Naga Hoho (apex council of elders), did touch on
the more serious question of Nagaland’s cessation from India
and felt serious consequences would arise if the NSCN-IM
demanded this without taking into confidence different Naga
tribes, a message the rebel leaders cannot ignore.
Traditional relations between the Meiteis and the Nagas of
- Manipur have also nosedived following the Centre’s recent
bungling over the ceasefire extension, and calls for some sort
of confidence-building exercise. The fact remains that despite
heightened tensions and the stand-off, Meiteis have never
harmed Nagas and vice-versa. Hopefully, this will continue.
Any cases to the contrary have been isolated ones, instigated
by vested interests. Being the larger community, the Meiteis
must take the initiative of sending a goodwill team to the hills
and facilitate the return of Naga “refugees” who are said to

be sheltering in Manipur’s Senapati district/./
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- MIZO WOES ..

Small | terventions Can Help Solve Problems

HE town of Saiha , as it is
shown on maps, perches
‘ precariously about 1,500
metres above a low valley in

Mizoram. It takes two days to
reach this remote sentinel of

4 ridges are part of

fn(’b(u\'vw.—-w;\

the East from Aizawl, with the
occasional break for meals and
an overnight halt.

Saiha is a dot that's smaller
than most other dots on the
map, which tell us of the places
and regions that make this
planet what it is. The approach
to Saiha is marked by rugged
countryside that is sparsely
populated and rich
in unending bam-
boo groves and
both semi-tropical
and deciduous ve-
getatation. The hill

the great chains
which form the
spine of the state;
the jungles grow
along the roads,
making for a visual
treat but sighting
the next stretch is
much more diffi-
cult as branches
and tall grass bend
and wave their way
across macada-
mised paths.

This is surely a!
paradise for guerri-
lla warfare. Little
wonder too that
Mizoram has one of Asia’s few
.counter-insurgency training
centres, at a little place called
Vairangte. It’s located up near
the border with Cachar and the
Assam plains, and to it come
soldiers and officers from the
United States, Australia, Bri-
tain and other parts of Europe.

COUNCILS

There were never any clear
victors in the Mizo insurgency
but the losers were visible as
they are in any conflict situa-
tion, be it Kashmir, Nagaland
or Sri Lanka: the ordinary
people. It was the pressure of
ordinary folk, through the
Church and other groups, as
much as that of the security
forces which helped the Mizo
National Front of Laldenga to
come to an honourable peace

h New Dekhi and their own
’ brethren.

a is close to the tip of the
political boundaries that form
the trijunction of Myanmar,
India and Bangladesh, as Mizo-
ram, shaped like a spearhead,
plunges into the hills and
forests of the frontiers of South
East Asia.

Despite the hills, the convolu-
ted topography ensures that
Saiha, the capital of the Mara
Auwfonomous District Council,
cef be seen from another ridge
at a distance of nearly 40 km,
en route from Longkhlai, the
capltal of the Lai Autonomous
District Council. There is a
third autonomous district coun-
cil to the west, the Chakma
Autonomous District Council.
The last named is one of the
poorest areas of Mizoram and
the North East. District Coun-
cils were set up under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution to
enable tribal communities to
develop economically, cultura-
lly and politically in the man-
! ner that they wished. But there
| lave been major problems.

i Each complains of the lack of
\ representation in the govern-

J The author, formerly of the
is Senior
lFellow Centre for Policy

1 Research New Delhi.

By SANJOY HAZARIKA

A

ment services, in education
opportunities, in training skills
for industrial employment.
Each has a different yet similar
story of alleged discrimination
by the majority Mizo tribe, as
do representatives of the

Hmars and the Paites, other
groups which are also deman-
ding autonomous district coun-
cils so that they can run their
own affairs. But they can't:
financial and political control
rests with Aizawl, the biggest

district which hogs more than
60 per cent of state funds. The
district councils say that they
are starved of money and
cannot even implement central
government schemes sanc-
tioned for them because these
funds must be routed through
the state government.

Indeed, irenically, the com-
plaints by the Maras, the Lais
and Chakmas are similar to the
grievances of the Mizos against
the Assam government in the
19508 and 1960s. The Khasis
and Garos had voiced similar
resentment. The Mizos have
their own state as do the Kha-
sis, Jaintias and Garos with
Meghalaya but they're still cla-
shing with each other on who
gets more of the financial cake.
In some cases, as that of the
Chakmas, basic facilities of
government do not exist. First
of all, frequent travellers on the
road connecting the Chakma
capital of Mamla Nagar (this is
what they call it; the Mizos call
it Chwangte) is a back-brea-
king exercise. Little wonder,
then, that hardly any heavy
transport vehicles (read buses
and trucks) ply the roads.

NAMES

This road is the responsibility
of the state public works de-
partment while the narrow but
brilliantly built national high-
way No 54 which takes up from
the steamy, overcrowded, mes-
sy plains to the twisting and
turning bends of the hills and
their clear, fresh air has been
built and maintained by the
army’s Border Roads Direc-
torate Organisation. Lands-
lides are frequent in the furious
monsoon rains but are cleared
at a steady peace by the BRDO.
Not to speak of banks, there
isn’t even a sub-treasury. When
asked to set up a branch in the
district council, the State Bank
of India demanded that the
council pay for its security.

The council sends its cashier
to Lungleh, about 120 km on
that hellish highway, to draw
money. On one unfortunate day
in July, there was not enough
cash at Lungleh so the poor

man had to travel another 220
km to try and cash the cheque
at Aizawl only to be sent back
to Kamala Nagar — it hadn’t
been countersigned by a senior
member of the council. The
Chakma District Council has |
no hospital, not even a post
office. ;
The Maras, some distance
away, make their views known
quite openly. They resent the .
fact that in the list of Sche-
duled Tribes, they are still
defined by an older name, Lak-
her, while in the Sixth Sche-
dule of the Consti- .
tution, they are re- |
ferred to as Maras!
The case of the '
| Lais is even more |
poignant. They are
| called by this name
1in their council
area but are called
the Pois in the
Scheduled Tribes
list, a name that
angers them deep-

| The Maras are a |
1 community of ab- |
out 50,000 persons
{ who live predomi- |
nantly in the dis-
trict council area
but also have kin in :
neighbouring

Myanmar. And |
they are very sensi-
tive about place
names as well as how they are |
officially called. As soon as you !
enter Maraland, the spelling of |
their capital changes: it’s no |
longer Saiha. That’'s a Mizo
name, we are told, signifying :
nothing. It is Siaha, a place
where the tusks of an elephant |
fell after it died.

FRUSTRATION

There are other small groups
demanding recognition and !
inclusion in the Scheduled
Tribes List. One is the Paite,
with a population of about |
60,000 in eastern Mizoram. |
Their demands for inclusion
goes at least back to 1980,
when they addressed memo- .
randa to Indira Gandhi, seek- '
ing this right. Despite backing |
from the current chief minister '
Zoramthanga, their pleas have :
fallen on deaf ears.

It does not take much for these
changes to be brought about. |
The Home Ministry and the
tribal affairs ministry need to |
put their heads together and
act quickly. These are small
communities but they are stra-
tegically placed at the trijunc-
tion of India, Myanmar and |
Bangladesh. Arms, smuggled
goods and people flow with ease
across this region. Myan-
marese insurgent groups camp
on the Indian side of the bor- |
der. Indian intelligence agen-
cies prowl the hills and towns.
In this little place, great games
are played. |
The demands of Mizoram’s
small groups can be met within
the existing constitutional, eco- |
nomic and political framework: |
central funding for local gover-
nance; reservations in jobs at
the state level; recognition of
groups in the Scheduled Tribe
list to name the basics. Other- :
wise, the growing but dormant
frustration in this strategic end
of India could create a fresh
nightmare. It may not take
much to defuse the current si- |
tuation — small interventions, |
sensitivity and the simplicity of |
foresight and wisdom.

Surely, it does not require an
insurgency to help New i
and Aizawl to see this?
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CMs resent ¢ entre s silence on North-east?”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE éf'

AGARTALA, Sept. 6. — The chief ministers
of the North-eastern states have urged the
Centre to include a chapter in the Tenth Five
Year Plan approach paper regarding the Un-
ion government’s stand on their demand for
a national policy on tribals.

The chiefpo ministers told Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayoe and the Planning Commission
deputy chairman, Mr KC Pant, that the
Centre should include its views regarding
implementation of the Shukla Commission

rt on thedevelopment of North-East.

Dlsclosmg this, the Tripura chief minis-
ter, Mr Manik Sarkar, said here the chief
ministers from the region had, in the
North-eastern Council meeting in New
Delhi, recently expressed their resentment
over the Centre's silence on the North-East
affairs in the Tenth Plan approach paper.
“They felt, there should be a separate chap-
ter in the approach paper regarding prob-
lems and issues of the region “ he said.

The chief ministers passed a resolutmn on
their demand. Copies of the resolutlon have

been sent to Mr Vajpayee and Mr Pant.

In his speech at the national development
council’s meeting in the capital, Mr Sarkar
stressed the need for implementing a policy
of land reforms in the country during the
Tenth Plan period, declaring those who were

.invelved in farming as owners of the land.

He said the Shukla Commission report
had given certain important suggestions
for developing economic infrastructure in
the region. Mr Sarkar said the lack of prop-
er development was the chief cause behind
insurgency.

o



~ BODO UNREST

No &:ope For Further DIVISIOH f Assan.

plains and the hills have

been a cause of concern to
the government over the
decades. In the Government of
India Act of 1935 the rulers
evolved a device apparently to
protect the tribes from exploi-
tation by non-tribals who, the
rulers thought, were advanced
in many respects. This was
reflected in the provision of the
Reforms Act of 1935 known as
the partially excluded areas
and the excluded areas.

While in the partially excluded
areas the ministry had
! responsibility in- res-
\ pect of law-making the

| Governor had absolute

{ authority in the exclu-

ded areas; even in the

affairs of the partially
excluded areas the

Governor had powers

to overrule the minis-

_try. In consequence the
“tribals particularly in
' the hill districts deve-
loped a sense of isola-
tion from the mains-
tream, and in this the
foreign missionaries
assisted the rulers
through their benevo-
lent activities like
spread of education
and health care.

However, with the spread of
the nationalist movement un-
der the auspices of the Cong-
ress, tribals made efforts to
establish their identity through
the Tribal League.

SEPARATION

The Ahoms through the Ahom
Sabha made a similar effort.
Tribal leaders Bhimbar Deuri
and Rupnath Brahma, two
Calcutta University educated
youths, took the lead in form-
ing the Tribal League to secure
political and economic advan-
tage following which the chief
minister Sir Md Saadullah and
the leader of the Opposition,
Gopinath Bardoloi, vied with
each other in wooing the Tribal
League.

i Having watched this trend,
} the Governor Sri Andrew Clow

(1942-46) tried to keep the tri-
; bals equidistant from the Mus-

| lim League and the Congress
’ blaml boeth the parties for

backwardness of the tribes.

! This fostered a sense of sepa-

ration among the tribes, both in

the plains and the hills.

‘In 1938 there were serious
. efforts between the Muslim
. League then in power, on the
one hand, and the Congress, on
the other, to win over the tribal
members in the Assembly to
| their respective folds. This was
" more then evident in the spee-
ches made at the second ses-
sion of the Assam Tribal

. League held at Kokrajhar in

June 1938 at which Bhimbar
Deuri accused the successive

i Saadullah governments of fai-

! lure to improve the condition of

' the tribes particularly in res-
.\ pect of land in terms of the Line

' S8ystem. On the other hand,
' Bardoloi in his speech assured
them that the Line System
which was basically a part of
the government’s land policy
for protection of tribals, would
be strictly enforced if and when
his party would come to power.
In countering Bardoloi’s offer,
Saadullah promised that he
would plead for a separate
electorate for the tribals as in
the case of the Muslims when
the opportunity would come for
review of the Constitution.

IN Assam, tribals both in the

e e

r

The author is the former editor
of The Assam Tribune

. “seven sisters’ has shown in the North-East.
—'ﬁ_

By SATIS C KAKATI

Bardoloi’s words seemed to
have satisfied the tribal leaders
as was evident from support of
the tribal group to the Cong-
ress Party in toppling the
Saadullah Ministry in Septem-
ber 1938.

The question of integrating
the hill tribes received special
attention during the discus-
sions in the Constituent As-
sembly as a result of which the
Constituent Assembly set up a
sub-committee under the chair-

though fear of further bifur-
cation of thrice truncated ‘As-

sam stili lingers with the de-

mand of the Bodo tribe for a
Bodoland. Surprisingly, the
question of making any special
provision like the Sixth Sche-

dule for the plain tribes did not *

figure in the discussions of the
Constituent Assembly except
for reservation of a few seats in
the Assembly and Parliament
under Article 330 of the statute
for a period of 10 years.

However, the Bodos known as
Kacharis who are the largest
plains tribal group in
Assam and are known
to be ancient rulers of
| Kamrup have a case
for agitation inasmuch

| ments have failed to

remove their back-
wardness. A few Bodos
leaders formed the

League had become
defunct;

mentary election and
sent one member to
the Lok Sabha.

Taking the cue from
the All Assam Stu-

manship of Gopinath Bardoloi
to go into the question of hill
tribes and recommend mea-
sures for their development. It
toured the hill areas and re-
commended provisions which
were incorporated in the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution.
This Constitutional arrange-
ment appeared to have worked
satisfactorily for several years
but the All Party Hill Leaders
Conference under the leader-
ship of Capt Williamson Sang-
ma, a Garo legislator, started
an agitation for a separate hill
state to comprise all the hill
districts — Khasi and Jaintia
Hills, Garo Hills, Lushai Hills,
North-Cachar Hills and Karbi
Anglong — on the charge that
the Assam government had
spent the special grants for
development of hill areas for
the plains districts.

BACKWARDNESS
The centre set up a three-
member commission under the
chairmanship of HV Pataskar
which found the allegation
baseless and stated: “There is
no evidence of any deliberate
neglect of the hill areas in the
matter of development; nor was
there any diversion of funds tu
the hill areas for the benefit of
the plains” adding that the hill
districts had recorded a higher
rate of increase than the plains
in respect of the state and per
capita income.

The entire movement was
politically motivated and chief
minister BP Chaliha’s effort to
placate Capt Williamson Sang-
ma by including him in the
Congress ministry with an im-
portant portfolio proved fruit-
less. The Government of India
granted a separate state called
Meghalay comprising only two
hill districts Khasi-Jaintia and
Garo hills while the other
three-North-Cachar,  Karbi
Anglong and Lushai hill dis-
tricts electing to remain in
Assam but later on political
exigency led to formation of a
separate state called Mizoram
out of Lushai hill district be-
sides another hill district,
North-Eastern Frontier Agency
till then under the Centre.

In this way Assam was split
and the North-East region was
called the

students formed their
own organisation and raised
the demand for a separate
Bodoland.

DRAWBACK
In view of the demand for a
separate state to comprise the

in fact, the |
PTC fought the parlia-

dents Union, the Bodo,

as successive govern- .

Bodo-dominated areas in Low-

er Assam the then chief minis-

ter, Hiteswar Saikia, through :

the mediation of the central
minister of state for internal
security, Rajesh Pilot, struck a
settlement with the All Bodo

Students Union and the Bedo .

People Action Committee on 20
February 1993 known as the
Bodo accord under which the
Government of Assam commit-
ted to adopt a number of sche-
mes for improvement of the
Bodo tribe through an elected
Bodo Autonomous Council, but

the drawback in the accord was -

that the Council’s territory was
not defined and soon disputes
arose.

However, efforts are on to
resolve the problems through
discussions among representa-
tives of the Centre, the Govern-
ment of Assam, ABSU and
other Bodo organisations. An
early settlement of the Bodo
problem is Hesirable with fresh
problems arising because of the
activities of Bodo extremists
like the Bodo Liberation Tigers
and the National Democratic
Front of Bodo who, it is suspec-
ted, killed the Bodo Sahitya
Sabha president Bireswar
Brahma on 19 August 2000.

It should be admitted that the
Bodos have been neglected
though popular governments
have come one after another. In
the Barak Valley comprising
the districts of Cachar, Karim-
ganj and Hailakandi, the Gov-
ernment has established a
medical college, an engineering
college and a Central univer-
sity among other institutions.

This shows the government has |

neglected the Bodo-dominated
areas of western Assam. It is
for the Bodo organisations to
unite and negotiate with the
government, but they will be
well advised not to press for a
separate state as there is no
scope for further division of the
thrice split Assam. Besides,
district-like states are not eco-
nomically viable as experience
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“Goswami ready to
take over frOmg
e Mahanta " .

STATESMAMNEWS SERVICE

| GUWAHA’;I, Sept. 5. — Former

education minister and one of
the founder leaders of the
Asom Gana Parishad, Mr Brin-
daban Goswami, today ap-
peared all set to succeed Mr
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta as
the party president.

At the end of a four-hour long
executive council meeting, par-
ty sources felt Mr Goswami is

 likely to be elected unopposed.

Mr Goswami, however, told
some reporters that he would
prefer to wait till tomorrow
when the general council meets
to elect the new executive coun-

. ¢il. “I have never said I want to

be the party president,” he
said. However, he said that he

i had never refused to accept the
i responsibility.

The executive council meeting

- today forwarded Mr Mahanta’s

" resignation letter to the gener-
" al council for consideration. “It

is the general council which

. can accept or reject the resigna-

tion,” the acting president of

Mr Brindaban Goswaml

the party, Mr BlraJ Kumar
Sharma said. Mr Mahanta re-
signed yesterday citing “perso-
nal difficulties” as the reason.

The entire executive council
will also resign tomorrow to fa-
cilitate formation of a new
council. “We are resigning be-
cause we are morally responsi-
ble for the electoral defeats the
party has suffered over the last
few years including the May

assembly polls,” Mr Sharma
said. /



ﬁahanta qults

~

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, September 4

BADLY HIT by allegations of
bigamy, Prafulla Kumar Mahan-
ta today bowed to the wishes of a
section within the party and re-
signed from the post of presi-
dent of the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP).

Till only a few days back,
Mahanta was confident he
would beat back party rebels
and get himself re-elected AGP

~ chief at Thursday’s general

council meeting.
But his hopes came crashing
down last evening when his

marriage s valld under the parties’
persona! law (thatis, it h

‘ ritas): even thoughiit's void undcr‘

the Hindu Matriage Act, a Suareme
Court bench ruled on Tuasday, >

HTC, New Dol

once-trusted party colleagues
stormed into his house
and demanded that he should
resign immediately. Sources
said they even had a draft of the

res1gnat10n letter ready.
Not long ago these very people
had lobbied to keep Mahanta at
the helm of affairs despite alle-
gations of bigamy against him.
They had readied a second plan
to have another person of their
choice in the president’s chair
in case the first plan failed.
~ “Yes, I have resigned from the
post of party president as well
as from the post of the leader of
the AGP Legislature Party in
the State Assembly,” Mahanta
said soon after handing over his
resignation letter to AGP presi-
dent-in-charge, Biraj Sarma, at
the party headquarters here.

TTTHRIDUS .

.5 sep 201

HE-

as fnends turn foes

“I have rece j the resigna-
tion letter froh/Mahanta and
this will be placed at the party
executive meeting tomorrow,”
Sarma told reporters later.

In his letter, Mahanta cited
“personal difficulties” as the
reason for stepping down. “I will
fight the allegations levelled
against me as an ordinary party

“member and not as the party

president,” he said,

Political observers here say
that the decks have now been
cleared for former Education
Minister Brindaban Goswamj, a
hardliner in regional politics, to
take charge of the party.
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- Peace has more than a chance

HE FEAR that the

Centre’s faux pas in first

extending and then

revoking — in the face
of large-scale violence in
Manipur — the extension of the
ceasefire to all Naga-inhabited
areas of the Northeast might
derail the peace talks with the
NSCN(I-M) has been belied.
The NSCN(I-M)’s reaction has
been restrained and there has
been no violence on a large-
scale.

There are several factors that
make it near impossible for the
NSCN(I-M) to return to its old
ways, the most important being
the Naga people’s
overwhelming urge for peace,
for an end to half-a-century of
bloodshed that has scarred their
beautiful State.

Before going into these
factors, it is worth noting an
intriguing thing about the
“revocation” of the extension of
the ceasefire beyond Nagaland.
The joint statement of the
Centre and the NSCN(I-M)
issued from Amsterdam on July
24 made no mention whatever
of the revocation. It was only
three days later, on July 27, that
the Union Home Minister, Mr.
L. K. Advani, announced that
the three words ‘‘without
territorial limits”, incorporated
in the June 14 statement, were
being ‘“‘deleted” and the “status
quo ante June 14" was being
restored.

The next day, the NSCN(I-M)
reacted — in very guarded
language, carefully avoiding
words such as “revocation” or
“without territorial limits”. Its
statement said: “In view of the
adverse situation created,
(without explaining what the
‘adverse’ situation was) we are
constrained to issue this
statement to make things
categorically clear to both the
Naga and the Indian people so
that the pursuit of peaceful
solution may not be hindered”.

The statement went on to
say: “In the talks in Amsterdam
dated 23-24 July, nothing has
been finalised on the proposal
raised from the Indian side for
reviewing the 14 June Bangkok
Agreement. It was understood
together that implementation of
the ceasefire, especially the
necessity of keeping the
rampant activities of all the
Indian armed forces under
effective control, was first and
foremost before any decision is
arrived at. This is the truth and
whole truth of the talks”.

The concluding paragraph
said: “And so there is practically
no point on the part of the
Indian Government to make

- In Nagaland, the
urge for peace \O\ ?)
is very strong.

Barun Das Gupta
on what lies in store.

N}

’
announcement beyond'this
understanding. Therefore, any
announcement or declaration or
statement given from the Indian
Home Ministry or in any mass
media are unfounded and so
are they in no sense acceptable
to the Nagas.”

This was uncharacteristically
restrained and diplomatic
language for the NSCN(I-M).
But there was more. After the
statement was released, the
Ceasefire Monitoring Cell of the
NSCN(I-M) based at Dimapur
rang up the local newspapers
late in the evening requesting
them not to publish this
statement. However, the request

came too late for some of tg)e/
newspapers which carried the
statement the next day.

This whole chain of events
shows that the NSCN(I-M)
leadership is careful not to do
anything rash that may
jeopardise the peace process or
result in a breakdown of the
talks. The leaders know if they
miss the present opportunity of
breaking the impasse and
resolving the conflict, there may
not be a second chance for
them.

For one thing, most senior
leaders of the NSCN(I-M),
including the president, Mr.
Isak Chisi Swu, and the general
secretary, Mr. Thuingelang
Muivah, are now in their
Seventies. For all their
uncompromising stance on
Naga independence and
sovereignty, they know they
cannot go back to the jungles
and start fighting again.

They also know — though
they will never admit it — that

Naga youth rally for peace in New Delhi.

neither the Nagas in Nagaland
nor the Nagas in Manipur want
a Nagalim or Greater Nagaland.
It is quite likely to aggravate the
inter-tribal conflicts. Mr.
Muivah is a Tangkhul Naga
from Manipur, Mr. Swu is a
Sema from Nagaland while Mr.
Khaplang, leader of the rival
faction of the NSCN, is a Hemi
Naga from Myanmar. It is a
question of their acceptability
to other tribes in a Greater
Nagaland.

Then there are some small
Naga tribes outside Nagaland —
such as the Taro Nagas in the
Chandel district of Manipur
who number only 700-800 —
who would like to be left alone,
rather than be part of a Greater
Nagaland where more advanced
and larger tribes could gain
ascendancy.

In fact, this is the reason why
the Nagaland Chief Minister,
Mr. S. C. Jamir, recently said
that while he was for bringing
all the Nagas under one
administrative unit, it should be
done “only if they (the Nagas
outside Nagaland) wanted it”. It’
may be recalled that thrice in
the past, on December 12, 1964,
August 28, 1970, and September
16, 1994, the Nagaland
Assembly had passed
unanimous resolutions urging
that all Naga-inhabited areas
should constitute one unit.

The urge for peace is very
strong. The Naga Ho Ho, the
Naga Mothers’ Association, the
Nagaland Baptist Church
Council (NBCC), the Naga
People’s Movement for Human
Rights (NPMHR) — all have
come out strongly for peace.
While the NSCN(I-M) urged
people to boycott the
Independence Day celebrations
and hoist black flags on the
rooftops of every house, the
Church leaders opposed the
boycott call and urged the
people to hoist white flags
instead to express their desire
for peace.

The people of Nagaland are
fed up with violence. On the
eve of Independence Day, there
was a clash between the Isak-
Muivah and Khaplang factions
of the NSCN at Wokha town in
which a teenager received bullet
injuries. Angry youth reportedly
decided to attack the camps of
the two rival groups but actually
vent their ire on the local
administration and ransacked
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office.

A political solution of the
Naga militant movement may
be difficult to arrive at, but it
will be immensely more difficult
for anyone to disturb the peace
and bring back the gun culture.
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/ INSURGENCY

PM knocks at
Sangma door
for N-E peace

Guwahati, August 9

Prabm Kalita %Xk

PRIME MINISTER Atal Blhal"l
Vajpayee has sought former Lok
Sabha Speaker P A Sangma’s
“services” for initiating peace
talks not only with the
NSCN(IM), but in the entire
North-eastern region.

Sangma said today that Vaj-
payee met him and Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) president,
Sharad Pawar, last Monday.

The Prime Minister asked me
whether my services could be
“spared for initiating a peace
process in the entire region,”
Sangma said.

“I have given my consent...it is
an extremely difficult job... I
have conveyed to the Prime Min-
ister that negotiations with
NSCN(IM) alone would not help.
We should negotiate with as
many groups as possible,” Sang-
ma said.

But contrary to reports that he
would replace K Padmanabhaiah
as the Government interlocutor,
the NCP leader is not in favour of
stepping into the former Union
Home Secretary’s shoes.

- “I would not like to be
described as a former Lok Sabha
Speaker replacing a former
Home Secretary,” Sangma said.

“It is for the Government to
decide now and till today there is
no official communication with
me,” he added.

The Government has taken
Sangma into confidence and he
had a round of discussion with
Padmanabhaiah.

While the three Congress
Chief Ministers of the North-
east have not objected to his ser-
vices, Sangma feels the All India
Congress Committee (AICC)

high command is agalnst 1

“The Prime Minister tokd me
that most of the Chief Minikters
of the region have accepted'my
name. Nobody has told me about
any objection.

“Personally I have not spoken
to any one of them but Assam
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has
welcomed it in an interview to a
national daily, Nagaland Chief
Minister S Jamir and Arunachal
Chief Minister Mukut Mithi
too have no objection,” Sangma
said.

But a recent article by Mani
Shankar Aiyaar has hinted at the
Congress high command being
unhappy with this development.
Sangma said the opinion of the
people of the North-east is mor
important than that of 24 Ak
Roead.

Sangma refused to spell out
how he would proceed once the
official announcement is made
but he has put forward to the
Prime Minister his own ideas,
including that he would not take
the peace talks with NSCN(IM)
as an Indo-Naga talks as project-
ed by the militant outfit.

Earlier, the N-E MPs’ forum,
under the chairmanship of
Meghalaya Congress MP PR Kyn-
diah, adopted an eight-point
approach.

This too has been submitted to
the Prime Minister.

“We have emphasised on a two-
pronged negotiation. Negotia-
tion with militant groups for
peace and negotiation with gov-
ernment for development,” he
said.

The MPs’ forum has stressed
the need for transparency in all
negotiations and the need to take
the people and political parttes of
the region into-confidence.
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NEW DELHI 16 AUGUST V

CENTRE is exploring the
possibility of initiating a tri-
partite dialogue with Ulfa

involving the Assam government,
even as the secessionist group is yet
to give its formal consent to the
proposal.

The Union home ministry’s
optimism in roping in the north-
east’s most dreaded terrorist outfit
stems from feelers sent by Ulfa
commander in chief Paresh Barua
through reliable intermediaries. As
per the feelers, the Dhaka-based
Barua had, around 2-3 months
ago, laid down five conditions for

N
coming to ‘the
These were:
® The talks must be held in the
presence of a UN observer
® They must be held in a
third country
® An enquiry must be held into
killings by the Surrendered Ulfa
(Sulfa)
® Action must be taken against ter-
rorist elements in the Sulfa
& Army must be withdrawn.

However, recent feelers indi-
cate that Ulfa has softened up and
is willing to do away with its insis-
tence upon having a UN observer.
Besides, Mr Barua — who is said to
be virtually under house arrest in

negotiating table.

talks v

Dhaka dftel ? recent blast injured
his arm — % not averse to holding
talks in India itself.

The Tarun Gogoi government
in Assam, on its part, has decided
to set up a commission of enquiry
into killings by the Sulfa. A decdi-
sion to this effect was taken by the
state Cabinet. It has also delivered
on the Ulfa's condition for action
against Sulfa by conducting raids
on the latter’s hideouts.

The Centre, by involving the
state government, hopes to achieve
three objectives. One, after the
recently-ousted AGP government
in Assam which had unleashed a
major campaign to crush the Ulfa,

ith Ulfa, Assani

the Tarun Gogoi regime is viewed
as a “friendlier” bet by the seces-
sionist group.

Second, having the state gov-
emment as a party to the dialogue
will ensure that the Manipur expe-
rience, in which the Centre was
forced to review its ceasefire pact
with the Naga group NSCN(I-M)
following opposition from th
state, is not repeated.

at the Centre and the Congres
government in the state — wi
spread the blame for failure or suc
cess of the talks equally over

political spectrum. "
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R. S. RADHAKRISHNAN’S
words have to be remembered
today, ‘‘Look backwards and
live forwards”. The Centre’s
tackling of the problem of Naga insurgen-
cy appears to have been knee-jerk action,
resulting in setting Manipur ‘on fire’. It
almost-succeeded in spreading the flames
throughout the Northeast. The poorly-
considered decision to extend the ‘cease-
fire’ without tertitorial limits, the forced
‘u-turn’ following protests in Manipur,
and the resultant confusion at the Centre,
all go to prove that little attempt was
made to understand the context, go back
into the history of the problem and above
all the psychology of the tribal people.

Statements contrary to the facts made
in public by those in authority shake the
confidence of people everywhere. This is
more so with the tribal people who
staunchly honour their word once given.
They have accepted the commitments
made by the Centre. But when that is bro-
ken, or completely altered, their faith in
the Government is shattered — with ter-
rible consequences.

Now is the time that a scientific review
of the problems of the Northeast as a
whole needs to be made by a competent
group which is aware of its history, poli-
tics and, above all, the aspirations of the
youth. In Nehru’s words, those who are
detailed to make this comprehensive
study should know “why they do, what
they do”. The group should have a strong
regional presence and no preconceived
ideas. It should be willing to learn from
the people, and have sympathy for them.
Unfortunately, most of those who deal
with the ‘problems’ of the Northeast be-
long to other parts of the country and lack
the experience to deal with these issues.
This has been one of the main causes of
the lack of confidence in those who come
from outside. The situation of ‘we’ and
‘they’ should disappear from the minds of
both sides.

It is unfortunate, but it has to be ad-
mitted that there is a psychological divide
between the people of the Northeast and
the people from ‘mainstream’ India. Lack
of contact and ignorance of the culture of

Yo AU \ 8

Towards a happier Northe/st

By Murkot Ramunny

each other are the major gaps, even 50
years affer Independence. These have to
be overdome. There has to be more con-
sultation both between the Centre and
the Northeastern States and among the
States themselves. Immediately after In-
dependence, a lot of interest was shown
in this region. A number of committed
and talented ‘outsiders’ volunteered to
work to develop this region. The hopes
and aspirations of the people were sup-
posed to have been met, and generous
financial support provided by the Centre.

be another. This does happen But very
rarely.

- Internal as well as external communi-
cation is very important. In the Northeast,
road, rail and air communication infras-
tructure is still very rudimentary. For ex-
ample, the Prime Minister's golden
quadrilateral project stops at Kolkata. A
start, however, has been made of opening
travel through Bangladesh. This should
be expanded. Opening up a road to
Myanmar from Manipur was another im-
portant step. Normalisation of trade and

A scientific review of the problems of the Northeast needs
to be made by a group which is aware of its history,
politics and, above all, the aspirations of the youth.

After creating a number of new States
and having installed elected Govern-
ments, in consonance with local aspira-
tions, it was probably felt by the Centre
that the people would look after them-
selves. This has unfortunately not hap-
pened. Even worse, there has been
growing discontentment in the region.
Part of the neglect of the Northeast comes
from its relatively low population and
hence its meagre representation in Parlia-
ment and in the national political lead-
ership, which is dominated by leaders
from the Hindi heartland. We seem to
have forgotten that India (that is Bharat)
was conceived as a welfare state where
every part, every corner, every citizen has
to be given full opportunity to develop.
This promise has to be realised in both
letter and spirit, if the ‘law and order’
problems of the Northeast have to be ad-
dressed.

Whether right or wrong, there is a feel-
ing of alienation among the people of the
region, which is in various ways reciproc-
ated by many in other parts of the coun-
try. There has to be more interaction at
the people- to-people level. Exchange of
students from the Northeast to different
States and vice versa is one way. Orga-
nised tours of youth and youth festivals
where participants are exchanged could

transit with Bangladesh with emphasis on
facilities for road, rail and river travel
would enhance the economy of the re-
gion.

While we are anxious for travel, trade
and commerce with Pakistan in the west,
which has been closed due to political
reasons, we are not planning for the same
towards the east with friendly countries.
Such opening up in the east would bene-
fit the Northeast, which post- Partition
has been more or less cut off from the rest
of India. Apart from various methods of
transport through Bangladesh, opening
up the region to the east through Myan-
mar and Thailand would improve trade
and commerce resulting in enhanced
employment potential, in consonance
with the Centre’s ‘Look East’ policy.

Many decades ago, Haimendorf, the
anthropologist, after visiting Nagaland a
second time, remarked that ‘education
has outstripped economic development’.
This is one of the underlying reasons for
disappointment and unrest. Unemploy-

ment among the educated is increasing °

every year. Government employment is
all that is available. That is limited, espe-
cially in an environment of downsizing
and fiscal reform. There are few industri-
es worth the name. It has to be remem-
bered that the region has the largest
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proportion of educated youth in the
country. A disgrungled youth has a dan-
gerous potentlal as we should know from
the militancy in Punjab.

In the hill areas, the jhum cycle is re-
ducing rapidly. Every village was once
self-sufficient for food. But with rapid in-
crease in population and a reduction of
food producing area, there are bound to
be food shortages. Exclusive dependence
on PDS rice and wheat from other parts of
India is not a sustainable solution in the
long run. There has to be improved local
food security through sustainable agricul-
ture and natural resource management.
The region is one of the richest repos- .
itories of biodiversity in the world. Sus-
tainable use of these plant resources in
keeping with local culture and skills could
bring great prosperity to the region. In-
vestment in intellectual and institutional
capacity to develop these resources needs
to be made expeditiously.

From ancient days, the Northeast has
inherited and preserved village and tribal
administration of land and its resources.
Apart from the hills, in the plains too, the
local administration, cooperation and
sense of values of the people were of a
high order. Modern education, lack of
employment, increase in population, in-
surgency and lack of communication
connecting the rest of India to other
countries to the east have bottled up the
people and are proceeding to suffocate
them.

Working for peace while simultaneous-
ly planning improvements in agriculture,
industry and communication, to ensure
sustainable local livelihood and econom-
ic integration with the rest of India, are
essential. Else, the gains of peace will be
squandered in less than a generation. The
hopes and aspirations of two generations
of ordinary Indians who have struggled to
improve their lives, through periods of
economic and political turmoil in the
Northeast, must not be belied, as also the
future of their children and grandchil-
dren.

(The writer is a former administrator in-

volved for over two decades in the devel-
opment of the Northeast.)
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multiplicity of past
and present internal
security crises have
yet .to produce a
coherent or systefhic framework

of response on our part. An ele-

ment of tentativeness can be
condoned " where democratic
governments are involved, but
this must not become an excuse
for condoning repeated follies.
Failure to adhere to basic norms
of security policy and practice
viz. the need for a proper infor-
mation back-up, allowing for
knowledge and experience

while detiding on the proper -
course of agction, and clearly -

enunciating plans, are primarily
responsible for this. Where
talks are involved, special nego-

tiating skills also become criti- -

cal.

The latest snafu, involving the
extension for a further one-year
period of the ceasefire with the
NSCN@/M) — but this time
“without any territorial limits”
— is a classic case of this kind.
The centrality. of peace in the
region, with  the. “ceasefire”
only a means towards this end,
seems to have been clearly
overlooked. Also ignored is yet
another aspect, i.e. institutional
responses to- internal” security
threats require a cmbination of
diplomatic, political and covert
means, accompanied “by the
judicious use of force. To inane-
ly insist on exclusive départ-
mental domain can only be
counter-productive, more so at

' amere. verbal

¥

a time when dynamic and

proactive initiatives. are called
for. '
Delhi should never underesti-
mate the degree of volatility
present in the secufity scenario
in the entire Northeast. Here the
‘faultlines of society lead not
only to acute divisions based on
tribal and o:her identities, but in

many instances resylipin lasting -

bitterness. Secessionary nation-
alism with strong ethnic under-
tones — even extending at
times to ethni¢ cleansing — has

for over five decades adversely

affected peace and tranquillity. .

Only a mixture of political,
strategic, economic and strong-

arm measures has kept the hd.

on many problems that might -

otherwise have been trans-
formed into major conflicts.
Not to adequately comprehend
the depth of feeling as well as
the under currents of tensions
that clearly exist is unpardon-
able. For long, ethnic.organisa-

tions backed by militant outfits _

sporting various labels, have

held sway in the Northeastern
statés. Manipur, currently in
“the eye of the storm”,- has

numerous militant groups. Both -

the NSCN(I/M) and NSCN(K)
are active here. Several Meitei
organisations — the Peoples
Liberation Army (armed exten-
sion of the Revolutionary Peo-
ples Front), PREPAK, the Unit-
ed National Liberation Front,
IBRF, the KYKL and the Kan-
gleipak  Communist  Party,
flourish in this state. Many Kuki
militant factions, such as the
Kuki National Army, the Kuki
Revolutionary Army. and the

Kuki -National Front are also
present. A malignant ambience

of ‘inter-tribal clashes exists. -

Conflicts between the Meiteis
and the Nagas, the Nagas and
the Kukis, and the Kukis and

r s
NEGOTIATE PEACE: ‘In ma

naging the NSCN, the support of other ethnic communities, leaders of
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various tribes in the region and governments in other northeastern states would not only be intvalu-
able, but erucial as well. By ignoring and overlooking this aspect the situation can only get worse’

the Paites, 4te'a regular feature. .

Avoiding any kind of provo-
cation should’ thus have ‘been
the first call. The-volatile cock-
tail of militant organisations
and the perceived, if misguided,
threat to the state’s integrity

‘ meant that Manipur was waiting -
%0 explode, ’
announcement of extension of

The June 14

the ceasefire “without territorial
limits” provided the spark. A
assurance that
-extension of thetruce beyond

Nagaland would not in any way -

impinge on ‘-the territorial
integgity of other states in the
regioh was clearly insufficient
in the prevailing atmosphere of

, Talks‘ with the .
NSCN(I/M) for a
ceasefire date back to
the final years of PM
Narastmha Rao’s
tenure. Then these were

~handled professionally

“eschewing any kind of
.publicity. The ‘original
sin’ was that of Mr
Deve Gowda, who
thought it fit to effect
a meeting with the

collective leadership of -
the NSCN{I/M) outside -

the country, and well
. before the ground
rules had been
formally settled in the
nation’s favour. It was
only in 1997 when
. Mr Gdjral'was the
PM, that the ‘ceasefire’
was actually clinched.
In the abiding spirit of
the ‘Gujral doctrine’,
the.agreement proved

to be largely one-sided -

and favoured the
NSCN(I/M)..

i . - - .
suspiciqx\!;uor worse. The fact
that this assurarice did not find
mention in the actual ceasefire

agreement added to the feeling -

of .conspiracy. By the time the

entre had madera “U-turn” and

reyefted to the status ‘quo ante
$ix weeks later, the damage had
beendone. Fhe region —essen-
tially Manipur — had by then
witnessed' an qrgy of vielence
and a tragedy of monumental
proportions. Seventeen pérsons
lost"their lives. The speaker of
the Manipur Assembly and two
MLAs belonging' to the BJP
were  badly ° injured” The
Manipur State Assembly, the
chief minister’s secretariat and
a part of the.Raj Bhavan were

‘original

ravaéé'd by fire. Assembly doc-

- uments and property worth

crores were destroyed. A 66-
hiour general strike called by
students unions’ and women'’s

. Qrganisations was a total suc- .
cess.. C o

g [Valks . with the
"B . NSCN(I/M) for a cease-

fire date back to the final
years of  Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao’s tenure. At the
time, these were handled pro--
fessionally eschewing any kind
of publicity. The “original sin”,
however, was that of Mr Deve
Gowda, who as Prime Minister
thought it fit to effect a meeting
with the collective leadership of
the NSCN(I/M) outside the
country, and well before the
ground rules had been formally
settled in the nation’s favour. It
was only in 1997 when Mr
Gujral was the Prime Minister,
that the “ceasefire” was actually
clinched. In the abiding spirit of

the “Gujral doctrine”, the agree-
“ment proved to be largely one-

sided and favoured the.

'NSCN(I/M). The NSCN(I/M) |

were given an assurance of non-
interference  from  security
forces inside Nagaland.” The
NSCN(I/M) did not in return,
however, retract from their
position  regarding
“sovereignty” for the Nagas or
resile from their concept of

Naga independencs. In thé four -

years:-of the “ceasefire”, the
NSCN(I/M) has come to totally
dominate the scene inside
Nagaland. Killings have, no
doubt, come down, but extor-
tions are now the rule. “Clubs”

“have been established where the

secessionist ideology is skilful-
ly ‘purveyed. All contrary influ-
«nces have been gradually elim-

~inated. The K NSCN(I/M}. feels

more emboldened today than at
any. time before to move into :
newer areas like Arunachal ’
Pradesh. .

Central interlocutors in this

case. have possibly turned. a ..
- “Nelson’s eye” tb the enlargirg

web of influence and pernicious
tactics of the NSCN(I/M) dur-
ing 'the ceasefire phase. The
NSCN(I/M) has hardly hidden
its territorial"ambitions, or that '
its ‘vision of “Nagaland” is
many times larger than the
existing state of Nagaland.
Their “Nagaland” incorporates
sizeable areas of Manipur and
parts of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Tripura and even the
adjoining Naga inhabited areas
of Burma. This fact seems to
have been glossed over deliber-
ately or otherwise:

Atwhat price“‘peace” is being
secured in Nagaland is thus of
critical importance. It is again
dircttly related ‘to the over-
weening attempts being made
by the NSCN(I/M) to extend
this Kind of “peace” to other so-
called “Naga inhabited areas”.
Success in dealing with seces-
sionist, insular, ¢xclusivist and
militant movements comes with

-deserves.

4 . . ’. .
- & price. It also often needs assis-

tance and support from other
and diverse elements. In ‘man-

aging the NSCN (both factions *

of which do not subscribe to a
solution within the Indian Con-.
stitution) therefore, the support
of other ethnic communities,
leaders of various tribes in the
region and governments in

other northeastern states would-

not only be inivaluable, but cra-
cial- asywell. By ignoring and
overlooking this aspect the situ-:
ation .can only get worse and
can hgrdly improye. '
Post-1997, ‘hegotiations seem
to have gone into a kind of
wilderness. Choosing an appro-

: There are many
inherent disadvantages
for the Indian side in
the extant situation
today. Muivah is both a
crafty militant and a

. hard negotiator.
‘Handling’ him needs a
degree of understanding
of Naga history as also
of past and present

- Naga personalities. A
' further complication is

the inVolvement of
Pakistan’s ISI. Muivah
- is today a pérson -
without a country, and
thus ideally placed as
far as agencies like the
ISI are concerned for
.being:manipulated.
Consequently, his - _
capacity for mischief
becomes unlimited...
He has reportedly
endeared himself to the
European Parliament
by distorting ‘human
rights issues’ inside
Nagaland

priate negotiator, someone with
adequate knowledge, experi-
ence, background and accept-
ability in the Northeast has not
received the kind of attention it
Temporary - resi-
dentship as the head of a Central
ministry is no substitute for
indepth knowledge, skill, acu-
men, and knowledge of the type
needed. This proved only too
true in the negotiations with the
Bodos during 1993. Sole nego-

- tiators can also fall into a trap of

developing a vested interest in
the “negotiation process” per
se, instead of concentrating on
the end result. Too much
resilience, fearing a break down
of talks, and consistently placat-

- Parthasarathy-Beg

-manijpulated.

Itlines

ing the collective leadership of
the. NSCN(I/M) also does little
to help India’s cause.

Delhi must seize the initiative
in -any, future negotiation with
the NSCN(I/M). There are

. many illustrious examples .in |
. the past of successful negotia-

tions with different secessionist
or ‘anti-national groups which
dan be eémulated. The
Acbord
(Kashmir Accord) in the mid-
Seventies, in  which  G.

- Parthasarathy was the principal

negotjator on. Delhi’s behalf,
was a seminal effort. The Mizo

" Accord which helped to bring

‘T:aldenga into the national

mainstream was the outcome of

long and skilled negotiations

buttressed by “pressures” of

various kind. In the late Eight-

ies, the TNV gave up arms and -
returned to the political main-

stream, the result of skilled

negotiations, good intelligence

back-up and pressure from the

security forces. The Assam

Accord during the Eighties and

the Shillong Accord during the’
mid-Seventies are other com-

mendable examples. In none of
these did India allow the initia-

tive to pass into the hands of the

opposing militant factions.

here are, no doubt, many
: inherent . disadvantages

for the Indian side in the
extant situation today. Muivah
is both a crafty militant and a
hard negotiator. “Handling”
him hence needs a degree of
understanding of Naga history
and the Naga psyche, as also of
past and present Naga personal-
ities. This the -current crop of
Indian negotiators lack. A fur-
ther complication is the
involvement of Pakistan’s ISI.
Muivah is today a person with-
out a country, and thus ideally
placed as far as hostile foreign,
intelligence agencies like the
ISI are concerned for being
Consequently,
Muivah’s capacity for mischief
becomes unlimited. It is hardly
fortuitous that the NSCN(I/M)
has been assiduously seeking
international . ~ mediation.
NSCN(I/M) has. also been
actively campaigning with the
United Nations Indigenous Peo-
ples Organisation, for interven-
ing on behalf of the so-called
dpdigenous Naga . population,

- against “Indian oppression”.

Muivah has reportedly endeared
himself t6 the European Parlia-
ment by grossly distorting
“human rights -issues” inside
Nagaland. There aré also
.enough misguided NGOs in the

" West, anxious to prop up Muiv-

ah and the NSCN(I/M)’s cause
for “self determination”.

" We must heed the lessons of
our past mistakes. Allowing
secessionist outfits like . the

‘NSCN(I/M) with du&ious exter- -

nal linkages to. diftate terms
even if it be in'small matters —
can have. adverse consequences
as far as the course of negotia-
tions is concerned. We also |.
need to make more detailed
preparations with much less

-publicity. Well meaning — and
- sometimes not so well mieaning -

— personalities are best kept

. out of the chain, since they

more often than not “muddy the .
waters” by posing as ultra-liber-

. als sagrificing national ir:terest. |

On the. ground, the NSCN(I/M)
must be compelled to adhere to
the previously agreed upon
ground rulessof the ceasefire.
Details of all NSCN®I/M)
camps, and restricting their
presence to the designated
camps; must be insisted upon.

" Extortions must be put an end

to. The embargo on not assist-
ing other militant groups must
be strictly enforced. Only then,
with India gaining the upper

" hand, can meaningful negotia-

tions be carried on.

B MK. NARATANAN . has
served  as - chief of the

Intelligence Burean »”




Manipur_
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Kolkata, August 9
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IN A move fraught with the dan-
ger of sparking another ethnic
coaflict in the volatile North-
east, the Nagas of Manipur have
decided to “snap all ties” with the
Manipur Government. Accord-
ing to information received here
on Thursday, leaders of all Naga
. outfits in Manipur who met at
Senapati Bazar, 65 km from
Imphal, decided on a number of
other measures that could incite
a backlash from the majority

Meitei community in the State.
Representatives of all Naga
outfits have decided to vest the
apex United Naga Council (UNC)
with powers to administer the
Naga-inhabited areas of
Magtipur. They have also decided
fgai:xst paying any taxes or sur-
charge levied by the Manipur
Government and have asked all

Government officials, including
the districimagistrates posted in
the four hilkdistricts — Senapati,
Ukhrul, Tamenglong and Chan-
del — to move out. The Manipur
police and the Manipur Rifles
personnel would also be given
quit notices. “We have vested the
UNC with powers to administer
and govern our territory as per
the Naga traditional system of
village republig until an alterna-
tive arrangement is made,” a

leader of the A Naga Students’ .

Association of Manipur
(ANSAM) told Hindustan Times
from Senapati Bazar.

About 1000 delegates repre-
senting 15 different Naga tribes
in Manipur, participated in the
convention at Senapati bazaar on
Wednesday. They alsq directed
all schools and colleges in the hill
districts to withdraw affiliation
from the Manipur Board of
School Education and the

Naigas toFun pai

Manipur University. The deci-
sions taken at the convention,
they said, would take effect
immediately. Leaders of the
Ansam, Naga Women’s Union of
Manipur (NWUM), the Naga
Hoho and the Naga Peoples’
Movement for Human Rights
(NPMHR) also participated.

" “We have decided to snap all
ties with the Meiteis. When

Nagas were suffering at the’

hands of the Indian security
forces, not a single voice of soli-
darity was heard from the Meit-
eis, who never tire of saying that
the Nagas and Meiteis are one.
But when the ceasefire was
extended beyond Nagaland, giv-
ing Nagas here a chance to enjoy
peace, the Meiteis went on a
burning and looting spree, thus
exposing their hatred towards
the Nagas. So we have decided to
chart our own destiny. We can’t
remain a part of Manipur,” said

dlel Govt

C Daipao, an influential leader of
a Naga tribe. “There will be no
room for any reconciliation with
the Meiteis. That time is over,”
said G Gaingam, a Naga Hoho
leader.

But the Meiteis are not biting
the bait as yet. “We are a mature
people and have not reacted to
many provocations by the Nagas
in the past. They have to realise
the futility of their dream of
dividing Manipur. That is not
possible. And there has to be rec-
onciliation between all the com-
munities. We have to co-exist,” R
K Anand, UCM leader that spear-
headed the anti-truce-extension
protests, said from Imphal. He
added that all Meitei organisa-
tions have been asked to exercise
restraint in the face of such
provocations from the Nagas.

The question, however, js how’
long the Meiteis can_ekercise
restraint.



Hope amid the confusion in the Northeast

Build on Naga

EPORT after report in
the metropolitan media
only adds to the confu-
sion about the Naga
peace process. On one day, we are
told — without an official announce-
ment — that the present interlocutor
for the talks with the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (I-M), K. Pad-
manabhaiab, is being replaced by for-
mer Lok Sabha Speaker PA. Sangma.
Another day, it is said that Sangma is
not going to take Padmanabhaiah’s
place as chief negotiator for the gov-
ermment. What the media has failed
to note is that some Nagas are op-
posed to the former not because he is
from the Northeast but because he
has opposed the extension of the
ceasefire to other parts of the North-
east. The visual media hasbeen partic-
ularly guilty of hype and inaccuracies.
The NSCN faction negotiating
with the government says that the
Home Minister’s announcement of a
ceasefire roliback from areas other
than Nagaland is unacceptable be-
cause it was not agreed to. Yet, New
Delhi persists with its position and the
Naga militant leaders, despite their
bluster, do not revoke the truce. The
negotiations continue with the same
interlocutor! This time again the
venue is Amsterdam, where Muivah
hasrelocated after his departure from -
Thailand. The ceasefire continues in
Nagaland and so does the peace
process outside! Muivah, in an inter-
view to this writer some time ago and
insubsequent interviews, emphasised
that he is prepared to understand “the
difficulties of the Government of In-
dia” and indicated that the Nagas can-
not ignore the needs of their neigh-
bours. This attitude could pave the
way for a real understanding; one can-
not help wondering that if the status
quo has prevailed, without nore than
rhetoric flowing — could it have hap-
pened unilaterally, despite the oppo-
sition by Naga publicorganisations?
The June 14 agreement in Ba-
ngkok, proposing an extension of the
ceasefire area led to a backlash by the
! majonty commumty in Manipur, the

Meitei Vaxsh(jl , angered by de-
cades of bad govemance andforbeing
taken for granted by their leaders and
New Delhi. Lives could have been
saved if there had been adequate con-
sultations with public groups.
Meanwhile, President’s Rule has

been endorsed by both Houses of Par- -

liament, suggesting

the tlmx 18 fi
the valley; Mdjiteileaders of all political
hues, re
NON-governmy
these temporary shelters and per-
suade the Nagas to return. Thereisno

place for ethnic cleansing.
Those Naga organisations which
have announced a pr-

that elections to the ogramme of intimida-
state legislature can tion by urging their
be held in the next six brethren to stay on in
months; . one hopes the hills are doing th-
that public organisa- eir community and
tions, which have be- peace a gross disser-
-en at the forefront of vice. Their pressure
the anti-ceasefire agi- must be rejected by
tation, now put for- , the Nagas and all gr-
ward some respected oups. The previous
candidates leJethan SAnsoy HaZARIKA cerlx)tsuxy has tgught us

The good news from Nagaland is that Naga
elders are speaking out in favour of peace
and for the continuance of even a limited

‘official’ ceasefire

_ better protect the interests of the state.

There is another factor in Ma-
nipur — having successfully agitated
for a rollback of the Bangkok agree-
ment which extended the ceascfire
“without territorial limits”, the Meitei
people of the Imphal Valley must
come to terms with the rift between
them and the Nagas who dominate
parts of the Manipuri hills. Thousands
of Nagas have left Imphal and other
parts of the valley and gone to tempo-
rary relief camps in the hills, where
other Nagas also live. Yet, there has
notbeen a single reported instance of
an anti-Naga attack or molestation in
the Manipur Valley.

This suggests that despite the sim- ‘

mering tensions which have forced
peopl&toleave, the Naga-Meitcirela-
tionship is not beyond repair. Indeed,
in contrast to the violence and near-
frenzy that swept Imphal and the Ma-
nipur valley for weeks, the Nagas have
shown much restraint. This should be
acknowledged and praised. But now

that extreme political groups have
taken advantage of displaced people
living in camps, channelising their dis-
content into confrontation. The ba-
ndhs and road blockades sponsored
by the Naga Students Federation and
the United Naga Council in Manipur,
aimed at choking Manipur’s lifelines,
should stop. Surely, there cannot
be any good reason for such disrup-
tions, which can only force a price rise
in goods and further alienation of
communities.

'Both the Meiteis and Nagas need
to rein in their more radical elements
and et those favouring people to peo-
ple dialogues do their work. The
bandh and counter-bandhs fromboth
sides need to be stopped as a confi-
dence building measure. The Nagas
who have left the Imphal Valley need
to return and be assured of protection.
Surely, no one wants a repeat of the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir of
1990, when tens of thousands of Kash-
miri Pandits left Srinagar and their

rest ramt
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homes in the Valley and now eke out
pathetic existences in camps in differ-
ent partsof northern India.

The good news from Nagaland is
that Naga elders are speaking out in
favour of peace and for the continu-
ance of even alimited “official” cease-
fire (the informal ceasefire continues
indifferent parts of the Northeast with
the I-M), they are proposing tounder-
take journeys of understanding to
their neighbours to help explain their
concerns and listen to the views of oth-
ers. Itis important to heed voices such
as those of Niketu Iralu and Wati Aier,
two men of great integrity and vision,
who summed up the opportunities |
and dangers in a remarkable article in
The Nagaland Post recently:

“At this particular juncture, as hu-
man beings, many of ys will be te-
mpted to express our anger and frus-
tration by resorting to violent acts.
While this would be fully understand-
able, we Nagas stand to lose all that we
have gained so far, if we are to dowhat
is easiest and most tempting. So far,
many in the Indian civil society have
watched with disbelief the restraint
Nagas have shown, especially by our
Naga brothers and sisters in Manipur
... We have followed that false guide
(violence) for long enough and we:
know there is no future in more vio- !
lence ... We call upon the Government
of India to recognise that the time has
come towork out an acceptable settle-
ment with the Nagas acting with com-
plete transparency, imagination, seri-
ousness and the needed political will.”

These voices must become str-
onger in the weeks and months to
come for an acceptable agreement
cannot be hammered out in secret,
foreign locations, inside hotel ro-
oms. It will have to finalised with the
Indian political leadership and with
open discussions with civil society :
across India, inside India. For that to
happen, Muivah and Swu will have
to return, but as peacemakers to the
land they left many years ago as in-

surgents. Otherwise, a great oppor-
tunity will be wasted, for tin?#/

age are not on their side.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, 2001

A THOUGHTLESS MOVE iV

THE UNION GOVERNMENT'S approach to
seeking a negotiated settlement with the rebel
outfits in Nagaland seem to be marked by such
carelessness that it defies all Jogic. If the announ-
cement on June 14, 2001, extending the four-
year-old ceasefire agreement with the NSCN(J-
M) and enlarging its scope to all Naga-inhabited
areas outside Nagaland had led to the setting of
Imphal (and other parts of Manipur) on fire, the
loud thinking by the Union Home Ministry now
on appointing the Nationalist Congress Party
leader and former Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr. P. A.
Sangma, as the chief negotiator has once again
lit the fire. Even if this was only an idea in the
minds of the Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
and his officials, the damage seems to have been
done. There are statements on behalf of the two
NSCN(I-M) teaders — Mr. Thinangaleng Muivah
and Mr. Issac Chisi Swu — against the idea of
having to negotiate with a political leader. And
the negotiations with the NSCN(I-M), which are
indeed the very basis for any hope of a solution
to the crisis in Nagaland, now seem to be un-
certain.

That those involved with the issue in the
Union Home Ministry did not care even to take
into account a guiding principle that the NSCN
(I-M) claims to have laid down even before en-
tering the negotiations (four years ago on the
basis of an initiative at that time by Mr. Swaraj
Kaushal who acted as the Centre’s emissary with
the rebel outfit) -~ that it will not negotiate with
anyone from among the political class — is in-
deed baffling. And the blame for such a casual
and reckless approach cannot rest with the offi-
cials in the Union Home Ministry alone. After all,
the top leaders of the ruling NDA, including the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, had
been taking part in the discussion on the crisis in
Nagaland in recent times. And it is only fair to
expect them to take the issue with a lot more
seriousness than is in evidence now. If it is true

that the NSCN(I-M) leaders had laid down the
exclusion of members of the political class from
the negotiations, it was important that Mr. Vaj-
payee and Mr. Advani ensured that any such
thinking to nominate Mr. Sangma as chief nego-
tiator was discouraged at the very movement it
was broached. Instead, they let it be known
through the media that Mr. Sangma was likely to
be the negotiator with the NSCN(I-M) on behalf
of the Centre. This was reported even while Mr.
Padmanabiah was in Amsterdam talking to Mr.
Muivah, casting doubts over the credibility of the

ongoing negotiations. L .

There are larger conderns as well. It is not
clear even now as to what kxactly is the position
of the NSCN{I-M) on the issue of a “‘greater Na-
galand.” That this demand of the NSCN groups
is not one that seeks a redrawing of the political
map in the Northeastern region needs to be
borne in mind. The demand for a “‘greater Naga-
land” is one that seeks a separate nation outside
India. Even if it be true that the NSCN(I-M) as
such has refrained from coming out explicitly in
recent times with the demand for ““greater Naga-
land”, the fact is that Mr. Muivah has gone on
record several times in the past few weeks that
he remains committed to the idea. And yet,
those at the helm in the Home Ministry have
refused to speak categorically against the idea
even while holding out the assurance that the
ceasefire agreement with the NSCN(I-M) will in
no way endanger the territorial integrity of any
of the States in the region. Concern over the
greater Nagaland demand and the fact that there
is yet another faction of the NSCN — the Ka-
plang faction — is only natural particularly in the
context of the manner in which the Union Gov-
ernment has been dealing with the crisis. It is
time the Nagaland issues and indeed the whole
of the Northeast was attended to with a greater/
degree of seriousness at the highest levels. /
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/Eight jawans%i]led in
+¥Bodo revenge blast

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, Aug. 5: The National
Democratic Front of Boroland
today exploded an improvised
explosive device, killing eight
CRPF personnel and two civil-
ians near Bijni in Bongaigaon

A CRPF convoy of the first
battalion was on its way to Bijni
from Amguri when the powerful
devise went off at 12.15 pm at a
place between Amguri and
Borobazar, about 35 km off Bijni,
inspector-general of police B.P.
Rao said.

This is the second major
strike in a week by the under-
ground outfit fighting for a “sov-
ereign Bodoland”.

On July 31, the NDFB had
killed six Bhutanese nationals
by blasting a mini-truck in
Kokrajhar district. Eight
Bhutanese were also injured in
the attack.

Sources said today’s attack
could be in retaliation against
the gunning down of three NDFB
rebels in two separate incidents
yesterday in Nalbari and Kokra-
jhar districts.

Two of them were Kkilled at

ge Swargapuri under
ulpur police station in Nal-
bari district.

Two rifles of AK series were
recovered from the possession of
the slain militants.

The other NDFB rebel was
killed at Jharbari village under
Gossaigaon police station of
Kokrajhar district.

The first of the two trucks
(number ASG 1383) of the con-
voy took the full impact of the
blast and was completely dam-
aged.

All the eight CRPF men,
along with the civilian driver
and the handyman, were killed
on the spot.

Two other CRPF men were se-
riously injured. The following
truck, however, escaped the ex-
plosion.

According to preliminary in-
vestigation, the devise was ex-
ploded with the help of a 200-
metre flexible wire. A six-volt
battery was also recovered from
near the blast site.

The deceased were identified
as inspector M.C. Sharma,
havildar D.N. Sonowak,
constables Kailash Yadav,
Sunit Kumar, Bhagwan Singh,

Ramji Mishra, Dharam Pal
Jagadish Sharma, driver
Lal Mian and handyman Rahim
Ali.

The injured — Rajendra
Prasad Singh and Mani Ram —
have been shifted to the Gawa-
hati Medical College and Hospi-
tal. R

Senior police officials have
rushed to the spot and launched
combing operations.

The attack on Bhutanese:
nationals on July 31 is being
perceived as the NDFB’s
way of sounding a warning
to the Bhutan government.

Bhutan has asked both
the Ulfa and the NDFB to
leave  that country by
December. Though the Ulfa

" has agreed to shift four of its

nine camps by December, the
NDFB has not yet given any
commitment.

A red alert has been
sounded throughout the state
as 12 underground outfits, in-
cluding the NDFB, have called
for a boycott of Independence:
Day.

Security forces apprehend
more violence in the run-upto.
the August 15 oelebraﬁons./;"
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North east CMs to discuss!
- truce withdrawal %

S

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, Aug. 4. - The |

chief ministers of the North-
eastern states will meet in
Shillong on 9 August to re-
view the situation arising out
of the Centre’s decision on
withdrawing ceasefire provi- |
sions from areas outside Na-
galand. The meeting will also
discuss measures for fighting |
insurgency in the region more
effectively.

The chief ministers will at-
tend the meeting of the
North-eastern council in Shil-
long the next day.

Tripura chief minister Mr
Manik Sarkar said here that
he was- unhappy with the
council’s performance. He
said, Tripura was yet to get
the allocation approved by
the council for states in the
region during the last finan-
cial year. The council pro-
vides about Rs 350 to 400
crores a year on an average to
all the North-eastern states.

The North-eastern chief
ministers forum had deman-

CPM LEADER KILLED

EAGARTALA, Aug. 4. - Se-
. nior CPI-M tribal leader and |
! member of the party’s divi- |
\ sional committee, Sarbajoy |
J | Reang, was shot dead by |
NLFT insurgents at Gachir- !
1 ampara in Kanchanpur sub- |
' division of north Tripura
last night. He had been kid-
! napped earlier by rebels 1
! from hls house. — SNS i

ded for increasing the counci-
I's allocation to the states to
at least Rs 1,000 crore a year,
Mr Sarkar said. The forum
had approached the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to convene a meeting
of the region’s chief ministers
to assess the progress of work
under the projects earlier an-
nounced by him for the devel-
opment of backward North-
eastern areas. “We also wan-
ted Mr LK Advani’s presence
in the meeting”, he said.

Mr Sarkar said, the Centre was
now giving more attention to the

of escalating insurgency. “But the

| Centre’s approach must be positi-
[ ve”, he said.

The chief minister said, a
bill seeking reorganisation of
the North-eastern council
was now under the Parlia-
ment’s consideration. The
North-eastern chief ministers
had earlier wanted the Cen-
tre to appoint either the Un-
ion home minister or the

R deputy chairman of the plan-

ning commission as the chair-
man of the council, he said.
Regarding repatriation of
the Reang evacuees from Miz-
oram, Mr Sarkar said, he had
recently discussed the prob-
lem with Mr Advani. “Mr Ad-
vani had expressed his dissat-
isfaction over the inaction of
the Mizoram authorities in
taking back the Reang refu-
gees.” He said, both the Cen-
tre and the state government
had approached the Mizoram
government repeatedly _to
take back the Reang evac-

uees, “but nothipg has been
done yet.” /g

‘Naga?outh A
Front blocks

%highways

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

'HAL, Aug. 4. -~ The Naga/
Youth Front today began an in
definite blockade on NH-39 and
NH-53 to protest against the
Centre’s decision to limit the
ceasefire to Nagaland only.

Blockades started from 28
July, the day after Mr LK Ad-
vani announced that the
ceasefire would be limited
within Nagaland. Sihce then
no vehicles were plying on
these two highways.

On the other hand, Mani-
pur International Youth Cen-
tre has appreciated the ef-
forts made by the Centre and
NSCN (IM) during the past
four years for a just, fair and
lasting political solution re-
garding the latter’s demand
for sovereignty. The MIYC
has urged the Centre to inter-
vene immediately and stop
“strangulation” of the life-
lines. of Manipur;:NH-39 and'
NH-53, perpetrated by the
frontal organisation of NSCN §
(IM) for the past one week.

Y
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After exodus, agas seek world attention

Jaideep Mazumdar [7%
Imphal, August 4 q /N

7
AFTER HAVING stage-managed
the exodus of thousands of
Nagas from the Mgphal Valley,
the Naga leadership is now on a
mission to beam their plight to
the rest of the world.

A representative of the Naga
Peoples’ Movement for Human
Rights - (NPMHR) has com-
plained to the United Nations
Working Group on Indigenous
Populations (UNWGIP) about
this “exodus”. -

The NPMHR representative
told the 19th session of the
UNWGIP at Geneva last week
that “thousands of Nagas have
been forced to leave their homes
in Imphal Valley” since the vio-
lence that rocked this capital
town on June 18.

He also told the UNWGIP,
which is under the aegis of the

United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, that the State’s
security forces “had done noth-
ing to prevent the mob terror
campaign against our people”.

As has been reported in this
newspaper earlier, the “exodus”
was engineered to show to the
world how the Nagas were being
oppressed in Manipur and
could, therefore, never coexist
with the Meitis. This would,
obviously, strengthen the Nagas’
demand for a “greater Naga-
land” State comprising the hill
districts of Manipur.

The Nagas have so far ignored
calls by the Meitei leaders to
return to the Valley. But, not a
single case of attack on the Naga
residents of Imphal Valley was
reported during the course of
the 42-day agitation and till date.

“There have been no attacks
on the Nagas. No Naga has ever
complained of any form of

harassment by the Meiteis to the
police or security forces. Some
Naga leaders hava alleged that
anti-Naga slogans were shouted
and posters put up. We carried
out investigations and have
found such complaints to be
baseless,” a top police officer
told Hindustan Times.
“Nothing was ever done
against the Nagas. We ensured
they were never harmed in any
manner. Our agitation was not
against them, but the Union
Government. So what is the jus-
tification for the Nagas fleeing
the Valley? It’s part of a sinister
gameplan. They say slogans
were raised against them. Has
anycne ever left his home and
hearth just because of such slo-
gans?” thundered a leader of the
United Council, Manipur
(UCM), the umbrella organisa-
tion of the bodies that led the
stir. The NPMHR representative,

in his submission, contended
that the Nagas “have always
tried to bring an understanding
with the Meiteis through dia-
logue and community sharing”.

Regretting that the Meiteis
“have not been coming for-
ward”, he attributed this to *the
tradition of Hindu social segre-
gation”.

The statement gives a commu-
nal hue to the Meitei-Naga
divide. The Nagas openly claim
a “Christian homeland” while
the Meiteis are mostly Vaish-
navites. Many Naga leaders
have been alleging that the
Nagas are being “oppressed” by
the Meiteis since they (the
Nagas) are Christians.

The claims ring-hollow given
the actions of the Naga leaders,
who have not beeri résponding to
repeated calls by the UCM Yead-
ers to sit for a dialogue for rec-
onciliation.

“HE HINDUSTAN TIMES
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. were influenced by inputs from the home ministry. The

‘% ENTER SANGMA /.

But Delhi must have a clear cut policy b

t

- THE Centre’s decision to involve former Lok Sabha s?eaker \
- PA Sangma as “chief negotiator for the North-east” is be-
1 lated realisation of the need for a senior politician to oversee |
- the region’s problems. K Padmanabhiah, who will continue as |
the Prime Minister’s “emissary”, cannot be blamed for the 14 1
June Bangkok agreement with the NSCN-IM to extend the |
ceasefire beyond Nagaland and the subsequent Amsterdam |
meeting rescinding it, because whatever decisions he made

North-east’s problems need careful handling and Delhi as yet
has no clear cut policy. Last year, while one joint secretary
said there had to be preconditions for talks, his colleague
differed sayinithese had to be within the Constitution.
Sangma is the only national leader from the region with
vast experience. But his task is daunting because the Naga-
land situation has changed drastically since the September
1964 ceasefire with the Naga National Council being split
into three factions, each equally assertive. Being a Natio-
nalist Congress P:atrt'g'1 leader, Sangma is unlikely to devote
full time suggesting further delay in finding a solution. Naga
rebel leaders may help expedite matters if they negotiate on
home turf. They did visit Dimapur two years ago, so what is
preventing them from doing so again? The only one disap-
pointed at Sangma’s coming into the picture is Nagaland
chief minister SC Jamir who, perhaps anticipating the ap-
pointment, remarked early this week that the Centre’s new
negotiator should not be from the North-east as he might
have “certain compulsions” that could be a setback to peace

efforts. He is entitled to his vieyﬁculaﬂy a8 he is a more

senior and seasoned politician. / |
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Naga ‘exodus’

ploy by
NSCN(I-M)

Jaideep Mazumdar \(\(
Imphal, August 2

THE ‘EXODUS’ of Naga resi-
dents from Imphal Valley is,
according to observers here, a
stage-managed one. In fact, it
could well have been engineered
to further the cause of the
NSCN(I-M).

Naga leaders say a majority of
the 60,000-odd Naga residents of
Imphal Valley have fled to the
safety of the hills during the
course of the anti-truce exten-
sion agitation.

“Many were openly asked to
quit. Others were insulted and
everyone faced covert pressure to
leave the Valley,” PA Thekho,
Convenor of the Ndaga Peoples’
Movement for Human Rights
(NPMHR), said. He said that dur-
ing the 42-day agitation, Naga
houses were attacked, anti-Naga
slogans raised and “objection-
able” posters were put up.

Facts, however, do not bear
this out. Convenor of the United
Council Manipur (UCM), RK
Anand, said: “There has been
absolutely no pressure on them
to leave. A few stray slogans may
have been raised, but that was no
cause for them to go away.”

Those who stayed back pri-
vately admit this as do the thou-
sands of non-Meitei residents of
Imphal. “There has never been
any pressure on us from the
Meiteis to leave. There was pres-
sure from other quarters,” said
an old Naga woman. She was
reluctant to name the “other
quarters”.

But the statement issued by
the NSCN’s Khaplang faction let
the cat out of the bag yesterday. It
said that the NSCN(I-M) had
ordered this ‘exodus’ to further
its own agenda. This agenda is
not hard to fathom.

“By ordering this ‘exodus’, the
NSCN(I-M) wanted to show to the

world that Nagas cannot co-exist

with the Meiteis. This would def-

initely strengthen the argument’

for forming a ‘greater Nagaland’
large tracts of land from
Manipur,” said a senior police
officer. «

“The NSCN(I-M) has played a
very dangerous game by order-
ing the Nagas to leave the Valley.
Many of the ‘refugees’ have been
put up in relief camps and some
Naga organisations known to
have links with the NSCN(I-M)
have started a media campaign
on this.

They have been taking media-
persons to the camps, trying to
portray to the world the suffer-
ings of the Nagas and the oppres-
sion they are facing. This is a
well-calculated gameplan based
on Goebbels’ infamous technique
that a lie repeated a hundred
times becomes the truth,” said a
top police officer.

Naga leaders at an informa-
tion centre for displaced persons
in Senapati Bazar said there

were 7,590 people in 21 relief -

camps there.

They also claimed that the
flow of people from the Valley
continues unabated and on
Wednesday, 51 people had sought
refuge there. An unwillingness
matched only by the eagerness to
take this correspondent on a con-
ducted tour of the overcrowded
indoor stadium at Senapati
Bazar that forms the main relief
camp
. The UCM leaders are worried.
“We are formulating a strategy to
counter this false propaganda
war. We are also 1ssu1ng acall to
the Nagas to comeé back to the
Valley. We can guarantee their
safety and security,” said UCM
leader Dr Dhanabir Laishram.
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The 72-hour bandh in Manipur on Thursday did not affect Pallel in Chandel district.

PTIPHOTO

Street march in Imphal to
demand return of Nagas

HT Correspondent
Imphal, August 2

HUNDREDS OF people belong-
ing to different communities
took to the streets.of Imphal
today with a different demand.
The participants in the march
demanded that the Nagas who
had fled the State return to their
homes and official quarters in
the Manlpur valley. soon, partlc-
ularly in Imphal.

The marchers passed through
Naga-inhabited areas including
New Chekkon where the Nagas
are living in quarters and rented
houses. The march assumes sig-
nificance in the backdrop of the
large-scale agitations carried out
by the pro-ceasefire extension
groups. Officially, around 5,000

15 MANIPUR MLAS RETURN

FIFTEEN MANIPUR MLAs,
.who had left for Delhi after
widespread violence follow-
ing the extension of the Naga
ceasefire, returned home
today after more than a
month, official sources said.
Speaker Sapam Dhananjoy,
former Food and Civil Sup-
plies Minister H Bidur, for-
mer Cooperation Minister Kh
Amutombi Singh and some
BJP MLAs were among those
who returned.

PTI, Imphal

Nagas have fled the Manipur val-
ley and are taXing shelter in dif-

ferent makeshift arrangements
in the hills of the State and in
Nagaland.

Bandh peaceful: The 72-hour
bandh called by the United Naga
Council and Naga Youth Front in
the four hill districts of Manipur
to protest the ceasefire review
passed off peacefully today at 6
pm. No major incident has been
reported so far. The bandh was
called in the four hill districts of
Manipur — Senapati, Chandel,
Ukhrul and Tamenglong.

The 66-hour bandh call on the
National Highways 39 and 53 will
conclude tomorrow at 6 pm. The
MSF has called the bandh to
protest against the Centres
divide and rule policy towarfis
the Nagas and Meiteis.
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NAGA CEASEFIRE / PADMANABHAIAH FOR AMSTEHDAM

y Vinay Kumar

NEW DELMI, AUG. 1. After terminating the geo-
graplical extension of the Naga ceasefire
agreelnent in the wake of violent protests in
Manipur, the Centre is stepping up efforts to
keep the NSCN (1-M) leadership engaged in a
dialogue. Notwithstanding contradictory
statements by the NSCN (I-M) over the past
few days, the extension of the ceasefire for
another year came into effect today.

It is leant that the Centre’s emissary, Mr. K.
Padmanabhaiah, and the Director, Intelli-
gence Bureau, Mr. K. P. Singh, have been
asked to visit Amsterdam once again for an-
other meeting with the NSCN (I-M) leader-
ship.

Highly-placed Government sources said the
two would leave for Amsterdam on August 4 to
meet the NSCN (I-M) chairman, Mr. Isaac Chi-
si Swu, and general secretary, Mr. T. Muivah. It
will be Mr. Padmanabhaiah’s third meeting
with the NSCN (1-M) leadership over the past
three months.

The Government was said to be keen on
continuing the dialogue with the NSCN (I-M)
and not allow the “‘temporary setback” to
snowball into a major issue. Soutces indicated
that the' statements of NSCN (I-M) leaders in
Nagaland and their angry reaction to the with-

drawal of the ceasefire extension beyond the
State was meant for their domestic constitu-
ency. Nagaland observers feel the extension of
the ceasefire had acted as a “unifying factor”
among various factions, NGOs and prominent
social bodies in Nagaland but cautioned the
Government to tread cautiously lest tension
rose to a feverish level in the State.

On June 14, after talks with the NSCN (I-M)
in Bangkok, the Centre announced extension
of the four-year-old ceasefire agreement for
one more year ‘“‘without territorial limits”.

Failing to read the ground situation in As-
sam and Manipur, the Centre was caught off
guard as protests and violent incidents rocked
Manipur; and even the MPs and MLAs were up
in arms against the move, camping in the cap-
ital and threatening to resign en masse if the
extended ambit of the truce was not with-
drawn by July 31. Bowing to pressure, the Cen-
tre last week announced deletion of the three
contentious words “without territorial limits".
Though the announcement was welcomed in
Manipur, it has created tension in Nagaland.

The Naga ceasefire, extended for the sixth
consecutive time, “is on", according to the
Home Ministry spokesman. Ever since the ex-
tension of the ceasefire beyond Nagaland was

withdrawn, the NSCN(I-M) has claimed that

the June 14 agreement was "‘twisted” by the

(alks with NSCN(I-M) to continue

Centre However, the Union Home Minister,
Mr. L. K. Advani, had stated in the Lok Sabha
that the extension had been terminated after
consulting the NSCN (I-M).

The Home Ministry spokesman said the
Government and the NSCN (I-M) had ex-
pressed a desire to meet as frequently as pos-
sible to arrive at a mutually acceptable and
satisfactory solution to the Naga issue. The
Ceasefire Monitoring Group, comprising rep-
resentatives of the Government, security
forces and the NSCN(I-M), would ensure that
the truce ground rules modified in January
this year were followed in letter and spirit.

Though some northeast Chief Ministers
were said to favour bringing in a politician for
negotiating the Naga issue, sources said, the
Government was not inclined to change the
interlocutor midway and Mr. Padmanabhaiah
would continue as the negotiator.

Meanwhile, the Congress spokesman, Mr. S.
Jaipal Reddy, has demanded clarification from
the Home Minister whether the conse
NSCN(I-M) was taken before extensio

failed to control it.
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/1 SAVING TRUCE,
- Both Delhi and NSCN-IM must come clgan

THE hope of normalcy returning to Assam, Arunachal Pra-

Home Ministry making contradictory claims. Last Fri
Advani announced that the ceasefire would be lim#

desh and Manipur recedes with NSCN leaders and‘%enion \‘

d to

y LK |

Nagaland, asserting that the decision was taken after NSCN-
IM general secretary Th Muivah agreed to delete “without '

territorial limits” incorporated in the 14 June Bangkok agree-

ment. But the very next day the NSCN-IM in a statement |
said the “Government of India has gone far beyond the !
understanding reached between the two parties on 24 July at |

Amsterdam”. What transpired between Muivah and Union

home secretary K Padmanabhiah is not clear but in the past

secret understandings have hurt both Naga and Meitei -

sentiments. The July 1997 ceasefire accord made no mention
of the areas to be covered and within days of the truce coming
into effect the NSCN leaders claimed it covered all contiguous
Naga inhabited areas of three states. It is time both Delhi and
NSCN-IM cleared the cobwebs once and for all.

It would appear that the very continuance of the four-year
ceasefire is in danger. The NSCN-IM claims the truce
concerns itself and the Centre, implying that it is free to deal ;

with opponents. On the face of it, the truce has been a farce
from day one. It may have silenced the guns but it has

heightened the psychological warfare, what with the boom in :
extortion and intimidation. Now the crisis has deepened. The :

peace process is bound to be further complicated once the
Centre starts a dialogue with the NSCN-Khaplang and the
“Federal Government of Nagaland”. Will the Nagas accept
the piecemeal agreement with the NSCN-IM? Nothing
positive can emerge unless all groups are involved. Here lies
the crux. Instead of talking about the ceasefire in the conte
of the “Greater Nagaland” concept, Naga leaders woul
well to look inward and reconcile tribal differences.




FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, July 31: Nagaland
will step into another 12-month
phase of ceasefire from tomorrow
awyith no change in the basic char-
‘a¢ter of the truce that came about
between the NSCN (I'M) and Delhi
four years ago.

As of now, there are no signs of
(,the ceasefire agreement falling th-
rough though the post-truce rene-
'wal period this time weathered a
storm because of the fiery opposi-

m to its “limitless” nature.

# The reversal of the Bangkok

claratmn of July 14, which
#Made the ceasefire “limitless”,
frompted a rebuff from the NSCN
M), leading to speculation that
*

the outﬁt may pull out of the four-
year-long truce.

Even the NSCN “rebuke”, con-
tained in a statement from Ams-
terdam, carried hints that the out-
fit’s leaders were keen on carrying
on with the negotiations which
have reached a crucial phase.

A home ministry official said
for the talks to continue, the cease-
fire must remain in force. “Now
that the political talks are about to
begin, the Naga leaders can ill af-
ford to dash the hopes of the Naga
people who see the ceasefire as the
beginning of the end of the over
50-year-old turmoil in the state,”
the official added.

The Centre’s emissary to the
Naga peace talks, K. Padmanabha-

*
2
@

P

ew lease of life for
old Naga truce

iah, who has interacted with the
NSCN leadership on many occa-
sions, said from Delhi he did not
see any possibility of a break-
down of the peace process.

Punthing Shimrang, convener
of the NSCN’s ceasefire monitor-
ing cell, also skirted a question on
whether the outfit will pull outt of
the agreement. -

He, however, said the Centre’s
claims of consulting the Naga lea-
ders before revoking the ceasefire
extension wefe “bogus” and that
“a ceasefire within the so-called
state of Nagaland has no mean-
ing”. But ' Padmanabhaiah
claimed that Delhi had reached an
“understanding” with the Naga
leaders on revoking the clause.

THE TELZGRAPE
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WHY THE PM IS SAYING WHAT HE IS SAYING

signal.

abroad when the truce was knea surgery, bringing
extended. But the resultant backinto sharp focus the
| violence and somersault m_ofhhhwm
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Ceasefire turmoil

throws up ‘clean’
future leaders

HT Correspondent

hﬂef
Imphal, July 31 R‘

FROM THE ashes of hxe old, a
new order will emerge. A new
order marked by honesty, justice
and fair play.

This is what the people of this
State say whenever they pass by
the charred remains of what was
till June 18 morning the Manipur
Legislative Assembly.

The torching of the Assembly
by frenzied protestors that sultry
summer noon was an act of out-
rage and anger against those
who played petty games and
bartered away the State’s inter-
ests inside that building. And, so
hopes the man on the street here,
none of them (the present crop of
politicians) would be able to
occupy a seat in a new legisla-
ture. “I am sure an overwhelm-
ing majority, if not all, of our
politicians will not win the next
elections. They have been
exposed for the corrupt, seifish
and petty people that they are,”
Prof Dhanabir Laishram, con-
vener of the all-powerful United
Council, Manipur (UCM) told
Hindustan Times.

“We'll see all new faces in the
next Legislative Assembly. Peo-
ple have lost all faith in these
politicians and will never elect
them again to carry on with their
loot and plunder of the State
exchequer, the frequent defec-
tions and all sorts of illegal and
immoral activities,” Laishram, a
prominent academician, added.

The leaders of the UCM — the
umbrelld body of the organisa-
tions which launched the anti-
truce extension protests on June
16 — feel that the fresh set of
politicians will be radically dif-
ferent from their predecessors.

“They’ll have to be honest, just
and would have to keep the inter-
ests of Manipur uppermost in
their minds. Or they’ll meet the
same fate as their predecessors,
who had to run away from their
own State,” said R K Anand, a

N\

prominent lawyer and
spokesperson for the UCM.

But what the UCM leaders
would not admit on record is that
a few of them would like to test
their fortunes at the hustings.
“Yes, there are many who would
like to continue to guide the peo-
ple of Manipur. There's nothing
wrong with that. They’'d be doing
so in their individual capacities,”
said a leader of the All Manipur
United Clubs’ Organisation
(Amuco), a major constituent of
the UCM.

“The agitation (against the
ceasefire extension) has changed
the political landscape of
Manipur. In fact, it has marked a
turning point in Manipur’s poli-
tics. The leaders of the various
organisations under the UCM
have provided mature and demo-
cratic leadership to the masses.
They have been able to capture
the people’s imagination since
they are untarnished. The good-
will that they enjoy can easily
translate into votes,” said a
senior State Government official.

No wonder the UCM wants
fresh elections very soon. “It’ll
naturally be in the UCM’s inter-
ests, and of course even the inter-
ests of the Manipuris,” said the
official.

The UCM wants things to sta-
bilise before it demands fresh
polls. “No matter how effective
the administration is under the
Governor, the people want a
democratic set-up,” said Anand.

The Centre, however, does not
seem to be in any hurry. It would,
naturaily, go by the recommenda-
tions of the State units of the
BJP and Samata Party. And the
State units of these NDA part-
ners would definitely not like to
commit political su1c1de by okay-
ing elections at which they stand .
the prospect of-being wiped out.

And this is where_fresh trou-
ble could start — with the U
demanding early polls and/the
political parties trying to ¢gvert-
1y resist this demand.
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tion imposing President's rule in |
Manipur, decks have finally been :
cleared for the dissolution of th
year-and-five-months old sta
Assembly.

Advani, however, made it clear
that the Centre will take some
time before deciding when to dis-
solve the Assembly. “We do not
want to form an alternative gov-
ernment in the state even though
we have the numbers. But you
should grant us the permission to
decide the timing for dissolving
the house. We'd like to use the
interregnum to restore normalcy

the statutory resolution.
While declaring that

r Centre had taken the NSCN (I-M)

into confidence before making the

immunity to the leaders of the
underground organisation so as to
persuade them to hold peace talks

this comes true some day,” he
quipped.

The Union home minister told
the Lok Sabha that the Centre
wanted the peace process to con-
tinue. “We'd like to hold such talks
not just with the NSCN (I-M), but
also with the other militant outfits
operating in the North-East,
including the Ulfa. Ir, in fact,
applies to all those persons who
have taken up the path of militan-
cy,” Mr Advani said.

Responding to the criticism
aired by some opposition MPs, the
home minister attributed the delay
in revoking the Centre's earlier
decision to extend the territorial
limit of the ceasefire to the talks
with the NSCN (I-M)
Amsterdam.

He also reiterated that the pro-
posal to extend the scope of the
ceasefire had been discussed with
the chief ministers of the north-
eastern states in two separate
meetings convened by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Assembly '

Our Political Bureau ( \’ E

WITH PARLIAMENT putting its '
seal of approval on the proclama- ;

While seeking the Lok Sabha's
endorsement to the Presidential :
proclamation, home minister LX. :

)n the state,” he said in his reply to ;
hy i the NSCN(IM) collective leader-
the i

“U-turn,” he announced that the ;
government was willing to grant

in India, and not in Bangkok or i
any other place abroad. “We hape

at !
i practically no point on the part of

”Centre to decide on Manipur
issolution soon
agas go from peace

A "march to hard line

Our Correspondent
GUWAHAT! 30 JULY

CUTTING ACROSS all geographi-
cal boundaries, Nagas from all
walks of life including
NSCN(IM), student organisations,
women'’s bodies and other non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) — have suddenly taken a
tougher stand after the Union gov-
emment on July 27 decided to
exclude the words, "without terri-
torial limits", from the agreement
signed with the NSCN{(IM) in
Bangkok on June 14.

Since the reaction and stand of

ship was not available to the Naga
organisations, in the first 24 hours,
they reacted cautiously. They had
merely condemned the decision to
review the agreement signed by
the Government of India.

As soon as
the NSCN(IM)
came out w1th
its statement — which not only
refused to accept the changes but
also stated that the information fed
to the media by the home ministry,
that an understanding has been
reached with NSCN(IM) in
Amsterdam before the change,
was misleading and factually
incorrect — these organisations
also changed its tone, sharply criti-
cising the Union government for
deleting the three words.

The NSCN(IM), in its state-
ment issued from Okeng on July
28, said: "In the talks in
Amsterdam dated July 23-24,
nothing has been finalised on the
proposal raised from the Indian
side for reviewing the June 14
Bangkok Agreement."

It also said: "And so there is

the Indian government to make an
announcement beyond  this
understanding. Therefore, any
announcement or declaration or
statement given from the Indian
home ministry or in any mass

i media are unfounded and so they

GOING GETS TOUGH

are in no sense acceptable to the
Nagas."

This statement prompted a
Naga organisation to accuse the
government of backtracking. It
stated: "In line with this admission,
the present peace talks is ‘uncondi-
tional’ and is being held at the
prime ministerial level in a third
(foreign) country. But now, as
India has gone back on all its com-
mitments to resolve the problem,
will the UN International Court of
Justice entertain a Naga plea for
justice?”

The Naga Students Federation,
an apex organisation of all the
Naga students, said in a statement:
"It is quite lamentable that India,
as a nation with considerable
respect in the eyes of the world,
would backtrack on its commit-
ment. And that, it would rather lis-
ten to the voice
of violence than
logic and
reason.”

NSF president Vipopal Kintso,
in the signed statement, said: "If
India chooses to ignore the plea of
the Nagas, spoken with reason and
logic, and only take cognisance
of violence, we shall also be
constrained to change our lan-
guage.”

On the other hand, the Nagas
in Manipur immediately declared
an economic blockade on the two
vital highways i.e. NH53, which
links Manipur with Silchar passing
through Naga inhabited
Tamenglong district for 48 hours
from July 28-30 and for 36 hours
on NH39, which links Manipur
with Nagaland passing through
Naga-inhabited Senapati district of
the state.

The Dimapur Naga Students
Union, again reacting- late, called
for a bandh in Dimapur and
closed all business establishments
on July 28 after they had érgan-
ised a long peace march darlier,
asking for retaining the Bahgkok
Agreement.
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* Northeast See-saw@\\x

The history of New Delhi’s relationship with that remote extre
the Indian Union called the northeast has seldom been a smooth one. The
developments of the last month and a half illustrate the reasons why this
will remain the case for the foreseeable future, notwithstanding much
complacent talk among analysts about the growing federalisation of the
Indian polity. The time is undoubtedly past when Delhi as the unques-
tioned centre of the imperium could lord it over a vast heterogeneous
empire, but not everyone will be convinced about the inevitability of the
sobering-down process. Consider the following sequence of events. On
June 14 last, the home ministry announced an extension of the existing
ceasefire agreement with the NSCN (Isak-Muivah). Under the revised
terms, the ceasefire was to be observed not just in Nagaland but in
Naga-inhabited areas of bordering states such as Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal. No sooner had the agreement been announced than the
affected states, especially Manipur, erupted in outraged protests. The
Centre’s unexpected move was widely apprehended to be a prelude to
the creation of a greater Nagaland. From Guwahati to Imphal to Kohima,
there was not one political figure of any standing, including the governor
of president-ruled Manipur, who had a kind word to say about the exten-
sion. However, the home ministry justified its actions as being the out-
come of widespread political consultation. Notwithstanding public rheto-
ric in the affected states, ran the North Block refrain, everyone had been
taken into confidence. No matter that this was contradicted by no less a
person than the Manipur governor. In what followed, the onus of the
Centre’s northeast policy — with former defence minister and NDA con-
venor George Fernandes openly backing the Manipuri cause against his
own government’s stated position — shifted from the home ministry to
the PMO. Under pressure from a key ally, the prime minister assured Ma-
nipuri leaders that the extension would be reviewed in its entirety.

The result of that review was made public last Friday. True to expecta-
tions, it has signalled a complete reversal of the earlier decision. While the
move has been widely hailed in Manipur as a victory of their unrelenting
pressure on the Centre, it is too early to predict if the same can be said for
the people of Nagaland and, more importantly, for the NSCN(I-M)
leadership. For now, the home minister has reassured us that the revoca-
tion has the concurrence of the militant group and its leadership. But giv-
en the sorry fate of similar emphatic proclamations in the recent past, it
will be wise to wait. Not that there isn’t reason enough to be concerned.
The chief ministers of Nagaland and Assam have openly questioned the
capabilities and political judgment of the Centre’s negotiator with the
NSCN(I-M) leadership, former home secretary K Padmanabhiah. After
all was it not the same point-person on whose advice the ceasefire was
earlier extended? Equally, if the leadership of the NSCN(I-M) was
amenable to a climb-down, then why did it take the government so long
to realise it? For the damage dong in the intervening period has been
enormous. For one, it has eroded the credibility of the home ministry.
For another, it has considergBly restricted the Centre’s elbow room
in future parleys, should eyents in Nagaland take an unfortunate turn
in the coming days.




/ Centre’s decision
5 ~unacceptable:

w0 NSCN(I-M)
‘w NEW DELHI \‘LY 30. The National

Socialist Cotincil of Nagaland

(Issac-Muivah) today said the

Centre’s decision to restrict the

ceasefire to Nagaland was ‘“‘not

acceptable” and claimed that

nothing was finalised on the .

review of ceasefire extension at

' the recent talks the Centre’s

| interlocutor, Mr. K.

| Padmanabhaiah, had with its

| leaders in Amsterdam.

© During the two-day talks last

i week, “nothing was finalised

i for reviewing the June 14
Bangkok agreement”, a
statement by the NSCN(I-M)

i leaders, Mr. Issac Chishi Swu,

! and Mr. Thuingaleng Muivah,

| said.

. “Therefore any

i announcement or declaration

| or statement given by the

| Home Ministry or in any mass

' media are unfounded. And so,

. they are in no sense acceptable

. to the Nagas,” the statement

| added.

‘Centre must clarify’
In Kohima, the Nagaland
. Chief Minister, Mr. S.C. Jamir,
today appealed to the Centre
and the NSCN (I-M) to clear the
- doubts in the minds of the
| Nagas on the modification in
the cease-fire terms.
“While the Centre has
. claimed that the decision to
' delete the words ‘without
territorial limit’ from the
agreement was taken after the
consent of the NSCN(I-M), the -
latter had contested this view,”
he said.

He appealed to the Centre to
accept the insurgency in the
northeast as a “national
problem”. Solving it would help
the Centre handle other
problems in the region with
ease, he added.

Bandh in Manipur

Meanwhile, a three-day
bandh in four hill districts of
Manipur has been called from
midnight tonight by the United
Naga Council and the Naga
Youth Front in protest against
the decision to limit the
ceasefire to Nagaland only,
official sources said.

The NYF and the Zeliangrong
Students Union were also
continuing the economic
blockade at the two National
Highways 39 (Imphal-Dimapur)
and 53 (Imphal-Silchar) for the
third day today.

The Army, para-military and
police have been put on
maximum alert in view of the
bandh, police said. Security
forces have been deployed at all
vulnerable points and patrolling
has been intensified.

Ceasefire hailed

The Arunachal Pradesh
Government today welcomed
the confining of the ceasefire to
Nagaland. “The people of the
State have welcomed the
limitation of the ceasefire area
to Nagaland only,” the State
Information and Public
Relations Minister, Mr. Takam
Sanjay, said. — PTI, UNI
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/ ADVANI EXPLAINS U-TURN ON NAGA CEASEFIRE
' Parliament nod for
entral rule in Manipur

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 30. Parliament today approved
the imposition of President’s rule in Manipur.
A statutory resolution seeking approval of the
Presidential proclamation was adopted by
voice vote by the Lok Sabha this evening.

The Lower House’s approval of the resolu-
tion, adopted on Friday by the Rajya Sabha,
where the Opposition has numerical superior-
ity, was deemed to be a formality, but not
before the Union Home Minister Mr. L. K. Ad-
vani, did some explaining.

Replying to the discussion, Mr. Advani de-
fended the Government’s approach on tack-
ling the situation in Manipur, saying there was
no question of another Ministry assuming
power in Imphal. Central rule would continue
for some time to bring back normality in the
State so that the legislators could begin work
in their constituencies.

Mr. Advani said the Centre did not shy away
from taking a U-turn on the Naga ceasefire
agreement as it felt duty-bound to honour the
sentiments of the people of Manipur, Assam
and other northeastern States.

Giving reasons for the delay in announcing
the deletion of the three words — “without
territorial limits” — from the June 14 agree-

wanted to consult the outfit first. He discount-
ed reports in a section of the media that the
NSCN (I-M) had not agreed to the deletion of
the three words.

Stating that the people of Manipur were not
against the ceasefire and the peace process, he
pointed out that the Government’s commit-
ment to protecting the State’s territorial integ-
rity was even stated in the National
Democratic Alliance manifesto.

The Government did not agree to the cease-
fire being extended to all Naga-inhabited ar-
eas in the region fearing that it could have
been used for raising the demand of a “‘greater

Centre’s decislon on ceasefire
unaccoptable, says NSCN (I-M): Page 13

Nagaland”. The Chief Ministers of the States
concerned were consulted on the extension of
the Naga ceasefire agreement last year as well
as in March this year, he said.

Agreeing with the suggestion that the Naga
peace talks be held in the country, Mr. Advani
said the Government had inherited the ar-
rangement from the United Front regime.
‘“We want Mr. Thiungaleng Muivah to come to
the country and hold talks. We are even ready

ment with the National Socialist Council of grant him immunity for that. We hope Mr.
Nagaland 4~M), he said the Govemmg Muivah will agree and the peace process will

move ahead.” Earlier, opening the debate, Mr.
Santosh Mohan Dev of the Congress took Mr.
Advani to task for failing to manage the politi-
cal contradictions within the NDA and ac-
cused him of failing in his duty as the NDA
allies created instability.

In a hard-hitting speech, Mr. Dev said “Ma-
nipur was a fit case” for invocation of Article
356, but wanted to know why the Minister
failed to do his “duty” six months earlier
(when the Samata Party had managed to put
together a majority through defections).

Alleging that perhaps for the first time the
Governor of a State had to flee from the Raj
Bhavan, that too when New Delhi had a Home
Minister who was known as ‘Sardar Patel’, the
Congress leader reminded the House that the
Centre was obliged to send out a message that
President’s rule would mean equal protection
for all sections of society in the northeast.

Introducing the motion, Mr. Advani assured
the Lok Sabha — as he had done in the Rajya
Sabha last week — that the Manipur Assembly
would be dissolved and that the elections
would be held within a reasonable time.

In view of the Supreme Court verdict in the
Bommai case, it was not possible to dissolve
the Assembly right away, and the dissolution

had to await the formal ratification of the im-
position of President’s rule. :
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Manipur politicians
too afraid to return

HT Corresponden 'S sc') H)\
Imphal, July 30 \/

AN UNEASY peace may have

returned to the Imphal Valley of
Manipur, but the State’s politi-

cians have not. They fled the

State after being served with

quit-Manipur notices by the All

Manipur . Students’ Union

(Amsu) that was leading the

truce extension protests.

The reluctance of most of the
60 legislators to return to their
homes from New Delhi is due to
the absence of any ‘welcome
back’ call by the Amsu or the
United Council; Manipur (UCM)
— the umbrella body that led the
often violent protests here.

Such a call might not come in

* the near future since the Amsu

wants to unravel the mystery

_behind the Centre’s announce-
ment to rollback the truce exten-
sion.

“We are really not sure about
what transpired at Amsterdam
(where the talks with the NSCN
(I-M) leadership were held on
July 23 and 24) and suspect a hid-

en agenda. Until we get to know

details of this, we are not keen

to have the politicians back

here,” an Amsu worker told Hin-
dustan Times.

“No decision has been taken
on the return of the politicians.
There are more important mat-
ters to be discussed right now.
We’ll discuss this matter with the
Amsu soon,” said UCM leader R
K Anand.

The Amsu may be looking at
the politicians’ return as a bar-
gaining chip to secure the release
of its own leaders. Top Amsu
leaders were arrested in June
and are still behind bars.

“This issue (the return of the
politicians) can only be decided
by our top leaders since they are
in prison. Let them be released

and then they can decide on this,

matter after holding consulta-
tions among themselves and the
society as a whole,” said the
Amsu worker.

The State’s politicians came

under attack on June 18 when
rampaging mobs torched the
State Assembly building and the

official residences of some polit-
ical leaders.

“They had failed to prevent the
extension of the ceasefire with
the NSCN (I-M) to Manipur. And
then they said the Unidon Govern-
ment had not consulted them on
the ceasefire extension. It was
after the mass uprising that they
ultimately went to New Delhi to
urge the Centre to revoke the
extension. So of what use are
such politicians? ” said a senior
leader of the All Manipur United
Clubs’ Organisation (Amuco), a
constituent of the UCM.

A senior State Government
official said the politicians-in-
exile were in constant touch with
them (the officials). “They are
keen to return, but they want the
dust to settle down first. And
things are still at a fluid stage in
the absence of a clear-cut state-
ment from the Centre,” said the
officer.

He said a final decision on the
release of the Amsu leaders — a
step that may eventually lead to
the ‘welcome-back’ call would be
taken soon.

\ L

Jaideep Mazumdar
Imphal, July 30

AFTER MANIPUR, it is Naga-

The Centre’s decision on the
truce rollback may have placat-
ed the Imphal Valley, but there’s
a palpable churning of outrage
in the neighbouring State.

An outrage that in the days
ahead could crystallise into
mass protests that this Valley
has been witnessing since June
16. Home Minister L K Advani’s
declaration on Friday to limit
the ceasefire with the NSCN (I-
M) to just Nagaland and the
NSCM (I-M) leadership’s subse-
quent statement terming the
rollback as “unacceptable” has
created confusion here.

While Advani said the rebel
leadership had agreed to the
rollback during talks with the
Centre’s interlocutor K Pad-
manabhiah at Amsterdam on
July 23 and 24, NSCN (I-M) lead-
ers made it clear in a statement
that no decision on the matter
was taken at Amsterdam.

land’s summer of discontent.’

Ceasefire rollback brews
dissent in Nagaland

State Govt kept in the
dark again, says Jamir

NAGALAND CHIEF Minister
S C Jamir says his Govern-
ment is in the dark on what
really transpired in the July
23-24 Amsterdam - meeting
between the Centre and the
NSCN (I-M). “My Government
was not taken in confidence
when the ceasefire was extend-
ed at the June 14 Bangkok
talks. We still do not know
whether the truce has really
been reviewed as the Centre
claimed,” he told newsmen in
Kohima on Monday

HTC, Kohima

" for some more statements from

.statement on Saturday has sur-

This again led to widespread
suspicion in not only Nagaland,
but also Manipur, that New
Delhi had something to hide.

Various Naga organisations
have been holding a series of
discussions among themselves
over the past few days to formu-

late a strategy for protesting the
rollback decision. There have
been sporadic protests in Dima-
pur and Kohima.

“The people here are waiting

the NSCN (I-M) collective lead-
ership before taking any final
decision. Leadérs of some
organisations are trying to get
in touch with the leadership.
Everything will depend on what
the leadership says,” a senior
bureaucrat from Kohima told
Hindustan Times. That the
NSCN (I-M) President Issac Swu
Chisi and General Secretary
Muivah issued a very mild

prised and confused the Nagas.

“We are holding continuous
meetings and may be able to
announce the outcome tomor-
row. Whatever action will be
taken will be decided by all the
organisations unitedly in con-
sultation with the Naga people
in Nagaland and the neighbour-
ing states,” a senior Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation functionary
said..

Manipur

HT Correspondent
Imphal, July 30

THE STATE administration has
sounded a high alert to counter
any activities of the NSCN (I-M)*
cadres in Manipur.

Fearing strikes by 'the Naga
militants following the rollback
of the truce extension from
Manipur, police and paramili-
tary forces have been asked to
stay on alert.

“They (the NSCN(I-M) mili-
tants) may try to carry out some

alert against Naga backlash on truce rethink

operations as a show of protest
against the decision to limit the
ceasefire to just Nagaland. And
such operations may be carried
out just to prove that limiting the
ceasefire to Nagaland will not
serve any purpose since the Naga
militants’ areas of influence
extend beyond that state’s bound-
aries,” said a senior State Gov-
ernment officer. ’

A senior intelligence officer
here said: “We have received
inputs about movement of the
NSCN(I-M) cadres in some Naga-

dominated hill districts of
Manipur. We are keeping a close
watch and the intelligence
machinery has been geared up”.
Of particular concern is traffic
along National Highways 39 and
53 that pass through these hill
districts.”

“We have reports that the
NSCN(I-M) cadres are not happy
with the rollback decision. They
are also confused about the soft
stand taken by their collective
leadership,” said the intelligence
officer. The absence of any fur-

ther communication from
NSCN(I-M) President Issac Swu
and General Secretary Thuin-
galeng Muivah has also caused
disquiet among the otherwise
disciplined cadres of the outfit.
“This is what is worrying us.
There seems to have been no
communication or clear-cut
instructions from Amsterdam
(where the two rebel leaders are
now) after Saturday’s statement
that the rollback is unacceptable
and the announcement was made
without consulting them. In such

a situation, some of the cadres
located in this State may decide
toundertake independent strikes
against security forces or civil-
ian targets,” he -added.
State Governor Ved Prakash
Marwah discussed this matter at
length in New Delhi at the North-
east Chief Ministers’ meeting
with the Prime Minister on Fri-
day.

“The Ministry of Home
Affairs is being constantly
briefed on the situation in the
hills and we must admit that it

does look ominous. We wish the
NSCN(-M) leadership passes-on
some instructions to its people in
Nagaland,” said an officer of a
central intelligence outfit.

He agreed with the State intel-
ligence that there may be fresh
militant activities in Manipur.
“That will have repercussions in
the Valley as well. As per our
assessment, any strikes now.
would be able to prove that limit-
ing the ceasefire tojust Nagaland
is a bad strategic decision and
thus force a rethink on the iSS}e(
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Naga truce survives
a scare, more talks

a ] a
with Muivah likely
Swati Chat di -
S 1\ Y
THE FOUR-YEAR-OLD VNaéa-
land ceasefire that was hanging
by a thread will now remain in
place.

The NSCN (I-M) agreed to
extend the ceasefire during its
negotiations in Amsterdam with
the Prime Minister’s emissary, K
Padmanabhaiah. Four days of
talks ended yesterday and

NSCN(I-M) sources say that the
next round of talks are chfd-

uled in a fortnight. § v §-

NSCN (I-M) leader Thluin-
galeng Muivah agreed to sign a
joint declaration that committed
both sides to further negotia-
tions, and said that this was the
last time that he was willing to
compromise. This, according to
sources, explains the Govern-
ment’s urgency to have a further
round of parleys and work out
the framework of the ceasefire
‘extension.

Sources say that the negotia-
tions were tense with Muivah
repeatedly accusing the Indian
Government of “trifling with the
Naga’s honour and repeatedly
going back on its commitment”.
The Government representa-
tives, Padmanabhaiah and K P
Singh, Director, Intelligence
Bureau, found it difficult to
explain the Government’s com-
pulsions on reviewing the exten-
sion of the Naga ceasefire to the
rest of the North-east.

Speaking from Amsterdam,
Muivah’s aides said that they
held the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) responsible for
the entire mess. A senior Naga
leader said. “There is no clear
chain of command. We are told
that the entire process is being
monitored by the Prime Minister
and then we find ignorant junior
functionaries holding forth.”
This was a reference to Minister
of State for Home I D Swami who
the NSCN(I-M) seems to see as
the chief villain of the piece.

Senior PMO officials are con-
cerned at the way the situation is
being handled. Even the joint
declaration, hailed as a break-
through, was supposed to be
released by the MHA but later
put on hold.

Muivah is learnt to have asked
the authorities to endorse his
travel documents to travel to sev-
eral countries other than five he
can now visit.

Govt optimistic about meet
with N-E CMs: The Govern-
ment today went into a huddle to
study a new agreement between
the Central representative, K
Padmanabhaiah, and the
NSCN(-M) leaders in Amster-
dam. The Centre’s mood is buoy-
ant after the “positive outcome”
of the talks between Padmanab-
haiah and NSCN general secre-
tary Thuingaleng Muivah.

The NSCN reportedly agreed
to the dropping of some words
from the accord so that the
Manipur grotips can be urged to
call off their agitation. But the
Centre is.not sure how the States
would react to thié review.
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Jruce extension

PRESX}EJST OF INDIA

KOHIMA, July 25. — Nagaland
chief minister, Mr SC Jamir,
said today that his government
supported the 14 June Bang-
kok Declaration on Naga cease-
fire and urged other North-
Kastern states to contribute to
the peace process in settling
the insurgency problem.

. Mr Jamir said the Bangkok
' declaration was “nothing new”

as the 1964 ceasefire between

" the Centre and NNC (Federal)

had covered all Naga inhabited
areas of the region.
He was speaking to newsmen

before leaving for Delhi to at-
! tend a meeting of North-Eastern
' states’ chief ministers, convened
' by Prime Minister, Mr Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee, on 27 July.

The meeting is scheduled to
review the Naga ceasefire in
“entirety” following agitations,
particularly in Imphal valley,

against its extension to the
neighbouring states.

“We feel the opportunity of
this peace process or extension
of ceasefire beyond Nagaland
should be availed by the neigh-
bouring states, because unless
peace is restored in the entire
north-east, no problems can be
sorted out across the table,” Mr
Jamir said.

The chief minister said though
there were ‘lots of reactions’
from neighbouring states, after
area enlargement of the truce,
the situation in Nagaland since
the declaration of the cease-fire
four years ago, was ‘far better’
and the number of killings had
reduced substantially.

“So my government, council of

ministers, Congress party and

the Naga people want the con-
tinuation of peace process and
an amicable settlement of the
decades-old Naga political prob-
lem once and for all,” he said.

Several Naga organisations
and individuals in the state
have urged the Centre not to
abrogate the ceasefire agree- :
ment and cautioned that such a .
decision might derail the entire
Naga peace process.

Agked about the reported exo-
dus of Nagas from Imphal val-
ley to Kohima and Dimapur, Ja-
mir said his government was
aware of it. The Nagaland gov- .
ernment had already written to
Manipur governor, Mr Ved Mar- -
wah, and the chief secretary to :
ensure security to all sections of
the people there, he said.
Although no official figures are
available with the deputy com-
missioners of Kohima and Dima-
pur, Naga NGOs of Manipur like
United Naga Council (UNC), All
Naga Students Union Manipur
and others claimed about 2,000
Nagas had taken shelter at Di-
mapur and 1,000 in Imphal
since the first week of July.




ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, has con-
vened a meeting of Chief
Ministers of the northeastern
States here on July 28 to review
the situation in the region in the
wake of the extension of ceasefire
with the NSCN (I-M) without ter-
ritorial limits.

The Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
gave this information to the Lok
Sabha during zero hour, after sev-
eral members expressed concern
over serious developments in Ma-
nipur.

Raising the issue, Mr. Somnath
Chatterjee (CPI-M) said the Chief
Ministers and the people con-
cerned in Manipur and other
States in the region were not con-
sulted on the extension of cease-
fire. The whole of Manipur was in
turmoil as the people were pro-
testing against its extension to the
State, he added.

Without naming Mr. K. Padma-
nabhaiah, the CPI-M leader ques-
tioned his political and legal
status as an interlocutor and his
negotiations with Naga group in
Bangkok and Amsterdam.

“The situation is so ‘bad’ that
MLAs, MPs and Ministers cannot
go back to Manipur,” he said; de-
manding a statement from the
Government.

gou Singh (Congress), raised the
issue through a special mention,
and urged the Prime Minister and
the Centre to withdraw the exten-
sion of ceasefire immediately.
He regretted that the Centre
had taken the decision withou

In the Rajya Sabha, Mr. W. An--

PM calls meeting of N-E CMs

NEW DELHI, JULY 24. The Prime MixM oas/ulting the State Government

hd such a hasty step had result-
d in damage to properties worth
ver Rs. 300 crores besides loss of

several lives.
Be flexible, Govt*.“ 13

tells NSCN(I-M)

The Government has asked the
NSCN(I-M), to be flexible in its
approach and limit the ceasefire
to Nagaland.

“If they (insurgents) are really
sincere in having peace in the
northeast, the words, the formu-
lations (of the ceasefire extension
accord) should not stand in th
way of defusing the whole situa-
tion," the Minister of State for
Home, Mr. [.D. Swami, told ‘Star
News’ when asked whether the
Government wanted the NSCN(I-
M) to be flexible on the territorial
limits of the ceasefire. — UNI, PTI

Assam students to
join agitation
By Our Special correspondent

GUWAHATI, JULY 24. Seven Left-wing
student and youth organisations
of Assam have opposed the exten-
sion of the Naga ceasefire to As-
sam and urged the Centre to
revoke it immediately.

A State-level convention of the
organisations also extended its
full support to the Manipur peo-
ple’s movement against the cea-
sefire extension and to the
96-hour bandh of Karbi Anglon,

dents’ Union.



NEW DELHI, JULY 23. The Centre's
interlocutor for the Naga accord,
Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah, held a
few rounds of discussions with
the NSCN (I-M) leader, Mr.
Thuingaleng Muivah, in Amster-
dam following the Government's
decision to review the truce ex-
tension accord in its entirety.
The talks assume significance
as the Government decided to re-
view the accord, which extended
the ceasefire by another year as
also its area coverage that created
unrest in Manipur and parts of
the northeast. The present term of
the ceasefire expires on July 31.
Mr. Muivah, who bhad signed
the accord in Bangkok lastmonth
with Mr. Padmanabhaial),. had
flown to Amsterdam a week ago.

_ Power Minister, Mr.

%o Padmanabhaiah
mgx\ meets Muivah ” \

The two met on Sunday and to-
day, Union Home Ministry sourc-
es said. — PTI

MLAs’ houses
attacked in Manipur

IMPHAL, JULY 23. A 24-hour strike
against the Centre-NSCN (I-M)
ceasefire extension affected nor-
mal life in Manipur today and the
residences of the former Chief
Minister, Mr. R.K. Darendra
Singh, and some MLAs came un-
der attack, official sources said.
Sources said about 200 people
gathered at Kwakeithel area this
morning and set fire to the house
of BJP MLA and former Manipur
Govindas
Konthoujam. — PTI '
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HT Correspondent
Imphal, July 23
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THE HOUSES of MLAs, senior
Government officials and para-
military personnel were attacked
today during a 24-hour general
strike called: by the United Com-
“mittee Manipur in protest
dgainst the ceasefire extension

~ with the separatist NSCN-IM.
Over 200 people torched the
house of Regional Manipur State
Congress Party (Chaoba group)

MLA and former Manipur Power

Minister Govindas Konthoujam
at Kwakeithel near Imphal air-
port. Property worth over Rs
50,000 was destroyed in the fire.

Protesters also damaged the
house of BJP legislature-wing
leader and former Chief Minis-
ter RK Dorendra Singh at
Yaiskul. But securitymen foiled a
bid to set the house on fire.

Another target was the house
of CRPF officer Premkumar
Singh, who was in-charge of
security at the Chief Minister’s
office on June 18 when 14 people
were killed in CRPF firing after a
mob stormed the complex. The
residence of Imphal West Dis-
trict Commissioner Imocha
Singh was also attacked.

On July 11, armed men had
attacked the house of Govindas at
Ningthoukhong in Bishenpur.

Tension ran high in Imphal
East and Imphal West today and
there was no relaxation in the
curfew. Army and paramilitary
forces have stepped up security
in sensitive areas.

Shops, markets and business
establishments remained closed.
Attendance in Government
offices too was thin. Traffic
remained off the road and the
streets wore a deserted look.

Sit-in protests and rallies were
organised across the State. Over
200 protesters, including 15 volun-
teers of the Students’ Federation
of India and Manipur State Coun-
cil, were injured in police action.

Manipur police chief A S Sid-
diqui.said up to 30,000 protesters
burnt tyres and pelted stones at
Government residences and

)
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security patrol groups late on
Sunday night in Imphal.

“Troops fired teargas and rub-
ber bullets in the air to disperse
the crowd...the situation is tense
but under control,” Siddiqui said.

Witnesses, however, saidpara-
military soldiers baton-charged
the protesters and fired rubber bul-

ns In truce anger

lets, injuring more than 100 people.
Delhi protest: MPs and MLAs
from the North-east today held a
demonstration in front of Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s statue in Parlia-
ment house complex on the open-
ing day of the monsoon session
protesting against the truce with
NSCN (I-M) beyond Nagaland,

P il A

AFP PHOTO
A policeman kicks a teargas canister in New Dethi on Monday during a protest against the truce extension led
by MPs and MLAs from the North-east.

adds PTI from New Delhi.

The protesters, led by Manipur
Assembly Speaker S Dhanonjoy
Singh, demanded immediate
withdrawal of the ceasefire. The
Manipur MLAs have already
threatened to resign from the
State Assembly en masse if their
demand was not met by July 31.
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cg/ Man}pur slips back to house Tmrning
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Imphal, July 23: Manipur con-
tinued to reel under violence as
protesters torched Manipur State
Congress Party (MSCP) legislator
and former power minister
Govindas Konthoujam’s house
here this morning. The house of
ianother MSCP legislature wing
leader R.K. Dorendra Singh was
also attacked last night.

A controversy erupted when
the mob raiding Govindas’ house
at Sangaipurou allegedly found
“medicines” used by drug addicts.

While the curfew imposed by
the administration was violated
by the mob, the 24-hour general
strike called by the United Com-
mittee, Manipur (UCM) was a re-
sounding success. Streets wore a
deserted look.

The UCM, which is spearhead-
ing the ongoing agitation against
the extension of the Naga ceasefi-
re to the state, is an umbrella for-
um comprising six organisations.

Over 50 people were injured in
last night’s clash between the se-
curitymen and the protesters near
the Raj Bhavan. Twenty-three SFI
activists were injured when they
clashed with the police inside the
lock-up this morning.

Altogether 140 activists were
arrested by the police yesterday
for staging a protest rally in the

—

.| OIL AND NATURAL GAS
==} CORPORATION LTD,

ONGC, SOUTHERN REGIONAL
BUSINESS CENTRE, CHENNAI

CORRIGENDUM

Corrigendum to Tender No.:
SRBC/MMW/OPS/L/SC/040/2000-2001
for CHARTER HIRE OF WORK OVER
RIG of 100 Ton Capacity appearing
in this newspaper on 29th May 2001.
The due date of Tender Closing/
Opening of un-priced bid is hereby
extended to 26th July 2001 (1400 hrs./
1500 hrs.) from 12th July 2001.
The tender document wilf be available
forinspection/sale on any working day

apital, violating curfew. They
ere detained at Langol police sta-
tisn without food and “proper
shélter.”
er sleeping in a damp room
without food last night, the stu-
dent activists, including girls, de-
manded better treatment this mo-
rning. The altercation soon degen-
erated into a scuffle and the SFI
activists tried to break open the
door of the room in which they we-

re confined. The police locked the ~

door from outside and fired tear-
gas shells from the window. The
SFI members, however, managed
to break open the door and fiee.
BJP leader Dorendra Singh’s
house at Moirangkhom was at-
tacked by 30 protesters during last
night’s rally. They pelted stones
and used catapults, shattering
window-panes. The house of
CRPF officer Premjit Singh, who
had allegedly ordered firing on Ju-
ne 18, was also attacked last night.
Protesters laid siege to Govin-
das’ house at Sangaipurou last
night and razed a godown. This
morning the house was attacked
once again and the main building
torched. Two of Govindas’ rela-
tives, who were staying at the
house were hounded out by the
protesters before the attack.
When the mob came across
“medicines used by drug addicts”,
they turned wild and went

on arampage.

State director-general of police
AA. Siddiqui admitted the pro-
testers’ complaint about the re-
covery of drugs but said the medi-
cines had been destroyed hefore
reporting the matter tp the police.
He added that whatever could be
recovered from the debris have
been sent for analysis.

Siddiqui said the people
should have reported the matter
to the police before the medicines
were burnt. He, however, said
some relatives of the former
power minister reportedly owned
apharmaceutical shop.

The DGP described the situa-
tion in Manipur as grim and ex-
plosive, He said politicians and
government officials have become
the targets now. Two CRPF battal-
ions would arrive soon, he added.

Referring to reports of Nagas
fleeing Imphal, Siddiqui said, “Sp-
reading an alarm over the issue is
unwarranted.” He said it was nor-
mal for people to leave a place
when there was trouble. “People
feel insecure and so they leave. It
was the same in Punjab when mil-
itancy was at its peak,” he said.

Manipur Governor Ved Mar-
wah will attend the Northeast chi-
ef ministers’ meeting with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
New Delhion July 27 as the state is
now under President’s rule.

e oo

Manipur students at a demonstration on Parliament Street in New Delhi. Picture by Rajesh Kumar !

Thousands of Nagas flee Imphal valley

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, July 23: The United
Naga Council (UNC) today alleged
that thousands of Nagas living in
Manipur had fled fearing more vi-
olence in protest against the ex-
tension of the Nagaland truce
without territorial limits.
According to the UNC, Imphal
valley, which has nearly 50,000
Nagas, witnessed the maximum
exodus. “After the eruption of vio-
lence on June 18, the Nagas have

started leaving. Not even a few
hundred remain today,” UNC
president Paul Leo said.

Leo alleged that the Manipur
government had turned a blind
eye to the problem by refusing to
“acknowledge and admit” the exo-
dus, while the Manipur police and
Manipur Rifles had compounded
the fear of the Nagas by refusing to
provide security.

“The government has also not
provided any relief to the dis-
placed. The little succour that has

been provided has come from
Naga organisations and individu-
als,” he said. ‘

According to the UNC, people
who had left Imphal valley and
were staying in Senapati district
alone had crossed 6,000. An equal
number of Nagas were camping in
Ukhrul district.

Appealing for “moral, physic-
al, and logistic support” for the di-
splaced, Leo said, “In Chandel and
Tamenglong districts too, the figu-
res are in the vicinity of over three

upto 25th July 2Q01. All other terms
and conditior3§ ,yv' qgmn unaltered.
- o
.
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and five thousands respectively.

“Thousands are taking shelter
in the homes of relatives and
friends in Kohima and Dimapur.
There are still unaccounted num-
ber of Zeliangrongs (Kaouis), per-
manent settlers of Imphal valley,
who despite having their own vil-
lages have been reduced to
refugees in their own land.”

As the July 27 deadline to re-
view the ceasefire draws near,
several Naga organisations have
extended support to the proposed

peace rallies to be held at the dis--
trict headquarters of Nagaland
and the hill districts of Manipur.”
According to our Kohima corresp-
ondent, the Naga Students’ Fede-
ration’s federal units or tribal
units will organise the rallies.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari.
Vajpayee has called a meeting of
the Northeast chief ministers on
July 27 to review the ceasefire
The extension of the ceasefire 1
the neighbouring states wi
fective from August 1.
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fg@ljce fire to disperse
"'protesters in Imphal

IMPHAL, JULY 22. Police opened fire

and burst teargas shells to dis-

perse several thousands of people
who gathered at various places
tonight in apprehension that the

Centre-NSCN  (I-M) ceasefire

would be extended for one year

from August 1. No casualty was
however reported, official sources
said. -

The sources sa?d t(ensi%rqgr’l
© high following reports publislyed
| in a section of the press that the
ceasefire would be extended for
an year to bring peace to the
northeast.

Reports in the evening papers
here said that the Centre’s envoy,
Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah, had left
for Amsterdam to meet the NSCN
(I-M) chief, Mr. Muivah, to dis-
cuss the issue. But the reports did
not mention anything about the
withdrawal of the ceasefire.

Soon after the news was circu-
lated, thousands of people, in-
cluding women with torches,
gathered at Kurai, Nongmeibung
and Kwakeithel and shouted slo-
gans, official sources said, adding
that police and paramilitary
forces were struggling to disperse
the mob.

“Mr. Muivah may talk a lot but
we will not allow the Government
to break up our State,” the pro-
testers shouted.

At Lilong, about 10 km south of
here, more than 70,000 Muslims

organised sit-in protests, official
sources said. Reports from the
districts said over a lakh people in
Imphal defied curfew and prohib-
itory orders and launched dhar-
nas and rallies. The State |
Government has alerted all police
and security posts in view of the
24-hour general strike by the
United Committee Manipur,
which is spearheading the anti-
ceasefire stir. In Kohima, several
Naga organisations urged the
Centre not to abrogate its cease-
fire agreement, cautioning that
such a decision might derail the
entire peace process.

The Ex-parliamentarians’ Asso-
ciation of Nagaland expressed se-
rious concern over the
development in the region and
appealed to the neighbouring
States to be ‘“more considerate
and conduct a serious retrospec-
tion” into the events of northeast-
ern political history pertaining to
Nagaland.

About 200 activists of the Stu-
dents Federation of India and the
Manipur State Council (MSC)
courted arrest defying indefinite
curfew and prohibitory orders, of-
ficial sources said here. The MSC
joint-secretary, Ms. N. Uma Devi,
said the arrested students includ-
ed the MSC secretary, Ms. A.
Ibemcha Chanu, and president
in-charge, Ms. H. Ibetpombi Devi.
— PTI




N aga ceasefire talks
begin in Amsterdam

New Delhi, July 22 V\( v b
THE INDIAN Government on
Sunday began crucial negotia-
tions in Amsterdam on the
future of its ceasefire with the
NSCN (I-M).

Intelligence sources said for-
mer home secretary K Padman-
abhaiah, the Gevernment’s emis-
sary for talks with Naga rebels,
flew to Amsterdam on Saturday
for the three-day talks with the
outlawed NSCN (I-M).

Thuingaleng Muivah, the
NSCN (I-M) chief, arrived in the
Dutch city last week from Thai-
land. The talks assume signifi-
cance since the four-year-old
truce between the Indian Gov-
ernment and the NSCN (I-M)
expires on July 31. The ceasefire,
earlier valid only in Nagaland,
was expanded “without territori-
al limits” on June 14.

The decision was seen as
strengthening of the NSCN (I-
M)’s demand for a “greater Naga-
land”, comprising all Naga-
inhabited areas of the region.

The Government said on July
8 it would review the ceasefire
expansion. The NSCN (I-M), how-
ever, remains opposed to any
review of the ceasefire.

Significantly, Muivah flew to
Amsterdam from Thailand on an
Indian passport provided by
intelligence agencies in order to
avoid being deported to Pakistan.

Mulvah was rrested in Thai-
land in Janudry 2000 when he
flew in from Rarachi on a fake
passport. As the Thai Govern-
ment had a strbng case against
him, there was a very distinct
possibility that he could be
deported to Pakistan.

“It would not have served our
purpose if he was deported to
Pakistan,” an official said.
“Besides, Islamabad was not too
keen on receiving Muivah at a
time when it is trying to improve
relations with India.”

The Government and the
NSCN (I-M) have not been able to
reconcile their differences
despite several rounds of talks
since. the ceasefire was
announced in August 1997. The
changes in Governments in New
Delhi and the removal of the
original negotiator, former Mizo-
ram governor Swaraj Kaushal,
also impeded the talks.

The talks were also hit by
Muivah’s arrest in Thailand,
after which meetings were
stalled for more than eight
months last year, as the NSCN
did not nominate any other
leader in his place.

A threat from legislators from
Manipur to resign if the decision
on the ceasefire extensionwas
not withdrawn by July 31 has
only compounded the Govern-

ment’s problems . )
IANS /
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- Centre’s envoy
MO-M By Harish Khare N>

NEW DELHI, JULY 20. The Vajpayee Governmént’s des-
ignated interlocutor, Mr. K. Padmanab aiah, is
scheduled to leave for Amsterdam on July 22 to have
a dialogue with the Naga rebel leader, Mr. Thuinga-
leng Muivah, in an effort to see how the “‘ceasefire”
agreement, concluded on June 14, 2001 can be refor-
mulated. The agreement with the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isaac-Muivah) has run into
serious political trouble in Manipur because the
agreement .seeks to extend the truce to the entire
northeasts $he old ceasefire is to expire on July 31.

As the Union Home Ministry failed to anticipate
the possible political consequences of extending the
pact with the NSCN (I-M) to the entire northeast, the
Centre is now constrained to reopen negotiations
with the rebel group. Having imposed the Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur, there is no political mecha-
nism to negotiate the popular misperceptions of the
ceasefire “‘extension”.

The Governor, Mr. Ved Marwab, is totally unequal
to the task of calming the tempers, and is believed to
have told the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani,

to

eet Muivah

that it waE essentially a political task which was bet-
ter attended to by the political leadership in Delhj.

Mr. Padmanabhaiah is now charged with the re-
sponsibility of seeing how the agreement can be re-
worded as to meet the objective af the June 14
accord as well as can take care of the concary among
the other ethnic groups in northeast.

A bureaucratic solution is being sought because
the Home Ministry’s political leadership failed to
read the signals. The MLAs and MPs from Manipur
have been camping in New Delhi, pressuring the
Centre to “review” the June 14 agreement. The
MLAs are afraid to go back to Manipur lest they face
the public wrath. S

Even today the CPI general secretary, Mr. A.B.
Bardhan, has released to the press a letter he wrote
to the Prime Minister on Thursday, reminding Mr.
Vajpayee of his commitment to “‘review the ceasefire
agreement”’. Mr. Bardhan suggested that Parliament
be asked to provide a ‘“‘constitutional guarantee
about the territorial integrity of Manipur State”. Mr.
Padmanabhaiah is expected to seek Mr. Muivah's
cooperation in formulating such a constitutional
guarantee with which the NSCN (IW’

L
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Na aga swoop on Mampur to back truce

\A\

SECURITY WAS tightened along
the Manipur-Nagaland border on
the National Highway 39, partic-
ularly in Senapati district of
Manipur, today after hundreds of
Nagas drove across the Mao bor-
der from Nagaland in a convoy
on Thursday morning en route to
Senapati.

Several Naga leaders met at
the Mini Stadium, Senapati,
today and resolved to organise a
massive rally at the Senapati dis-
trict headquarters on July 23, the
first day of the monsoon session
of Parliament.

The Nagas living in the hills of
Manipur and Nagaland have
been supporting the agreement
signed between the Centre and
NSCN-IM on the extension of
ceasefire beyond Nagaland.

The South Naga Union of
Nagaland (women’s wing) organ-
ised the caravan of vehicle$ ply-
ing towards Senapati district
headquarters from Kohima
today, officials said.

The Nagas drove up in 39 light
vehicles and six buses around
10:30 am at the border gate and
were allowed free passage to
Senapati district, about 60 km
north of here.

The Sénapati District Women's
Association welcomed the visit-
ing members from Nagaland and

HT Correspondent
Imphal, July 19

szl éhsobedzence paralyses State

HT Correspondent
Imphal July 19

THE CIVIL disobedience move-
ment launched by the United
Committee Manipur (UCM) has

crippled normal life  in
Manipur today. .
All financial Institutes,

offices of the Central and State
Governments, educational
institutes were paralysed on the
first day of the civil disobedi-
ence movement. The UCM, an
umbrella body of siz powerful
organisations of the State, is
demanding total revocation of
the Bangkok Agreement. The
movement would continue till
July 22.

Bank transactions came to a
grinding halt today when over
2000 employees of various
banks staged a sit-in protest

against the ceasefire extension.
The sit-in protest was organised
in front of the Manipur State
Legislative Assembly. The
protest was organised under the
banner of the United Forum
Banks, Manipur. Several bank
employees representing, State
Bank of India, Imphal branch,
United Bank of India, Imphal,
Manipur Cooperative Banks
and all commercial banks took
part in the dharna.

Besides, employees and staffs
of the Life Insurance Corpora-
tion, Imphal branch, New India
Insurance Corporative Lid and
Oriental Insurance Cooperative
Limited have taken part in the
dharna. Employees of the Cen-
tral and State Governments
took mass casual leaves today
and took part in the sit-in
protest organised at their office

premises today. Over 1000
employees of the Bharat San-
char Nigam Limited, Imphal
also staged protest in front of !
the Telephone Bhavan today.
Employees of the Minor Irri-
gation, Electricity, Institutes of
Cooperative Management,
Imphal took part in the dharna
after taking mass casual leaves
today. All colleges and educa-
tion institutes in the valleys
were paralysed today after sev-
eral students in response to the
appeal made by the UCM staged
protest in the college premises.
Relay hunger strike and human
chains marked the protest. Sit-
in protests were organised at
Singjamei, Chingamakha,
Sagolmang, Uripok, Tera. Khu-

rai, Lamshang, Wangkhei, !
Thoubal, Bishnupur and
Kakching.

organised an emergency meeting
today. Several Naga leaders rep-
resenting the United Naga Coun-
cil, Manipur, Naga People’s
Movement for Human Rights
(Manipur sector), Naga Women’s
Union Manipur and All Naga
Students’ Association addressed
the meeting.

This is the first meeting organ-
ised at the Senapati district head-
quarters since the Manipuris
started protesting against the
ceasefire extension. The strength
of the visiting members from
Nagaland would be around 600.

Security forces and all police
outposts were put on alert and

additional forces rushed to the
district. Meanwhile, several
Naga organisations in Manipur
and Nagaland are gearing up
for an indefinite economic block-
ade on National Highways 53 and
39 in Manipur if the Centre
decides to review tHe ceasefire
extension.
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PM to meet north-east CMs+to

'\0\\ ur Political Bureau 0 (\(

SV NEW DELHI 18 JULY X

ITH THE Agra sumimit
behind him, Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee
will now concentrate on reviewing
the Naga ceasefire pact to exclude
other north-eastern states from its
ambit.

Mr Vajpayee will shortly hold
talks with the chief ministers of
north-eastern states on the issue
while the Centre’s chief interlocu-
tor for Naga talks, Mr K.
Padmanabhaiah, embarks on a
tour of Amsterdam to get NSCN (I-
M) chairman T. Muivah’s consent
for reworking the July 14 agree-
ment that was signed in Bangkok.
The pact had allowed extension of
truce to Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Although Mr Vajpayee’s meet-
ing with the chief ministers is only
a part of the Centre’s review pro-
cess, it is Mr Padmanabhaiah’s
Amsterdam mission ahead of the
July 31 deadline that is crudial to
the resolution of the Naga impasse.

With the Naga agreement
being bilateral in nature, the ball in
now in the NSCN (I-M)’s court and
the outfit’s position will determine
whether the Centre can deliver on
its July 8 assurance to Manipur

TAKE To THE RoAps: Manipuris protest the Nagaland peace

pact in Imphal on Wednesday. Nearly two-lakh residents of
the state participated in this bicycle rally. — P

MPs and MLAs to review the
ceasefire pact “in its entirety,”
including the deletion of the
phrase “without territorial limits.”

So far, the NSCN (I-M) has not
shown any willingness to cooper-
ate with the Centre on rewording
the pact. The announcement of
the extension of truce had evoked
violent protests from the people of
Manipur and Assam, who felt the
move endangered the “territorial
integrity” of their respective states.

Mr Vajpayee’s upcoming meet-
ing with the north-east chief min-
isters will ascertain their views
regarding the proposed review of
the truce agreement. The decision
to hold this round of discussions
with the chief ministers was taken
at a high-level meeting president
over by the Prime Minister here on
Wednesday and attended by Union
home minister L.K. Advani, Army

chief S. Padmanabhan an
others.
S
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}’HJP blames Co
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE g \vent back on its\tall promises

AGARTALA, July 14. - Mr
i Padmanavan B Acharya,
| BJPs national secretary, today
accused the Congress of being
responsible for the worsening
situation in North-east.

Mr Acharya, the party’s in-
charge of North-east affairs,
said, the Congress govern-
ment at the Centre had
reached a series of agree-
ments with the underground
groups in the region, but later

which had deepen mistrust
among tribal groups resulting
in’ a turmoil.

He said, the BJP was in no
way respons1b1e for the pres-
ent crisis in Manipur. “We
honour the patriotic senti-
ment of the Manipuri’s,” he
remarked.

He said, the Congress had
always indulged political cor-
ruption in North-east. “It has
never got the peoples” man-
date to rule. “It has only ma-

cision on extension of areas

%Kfof’N -E crisis'

nipulated things to capture .
the power,” he alleged.

Mr Acharya, however, ad-
mitted that the Centre could-

n't act properly in Manipur
because of certain “bureau-
cratic lapses.”

“I can only assure that
there are many in the ruling.
alliance at the Centre who are
now in favour of reviewing de-

under the ceasefire agree-
ment with the Naga rebels,”
he said.



/;9" THE CRISIS IN THE NORTHEAST ,\7

THE ASSURANCE HELD out by the Union Gov-
ernment that the ceasefire agreement with the
NSCN (I-M) will be reviewed may have led to
peace in Manipur, even if it be for the time be-
ing. After the violence that rocked the Manipur
capital, in which a cross section of the political
leaders there were hounded out by the agitators,
there was no way the Centre could have denied
such an assurance. And by managing the assur-
ance, the leaders of the various political parties
from Manipur may have found for themselves a
little bit of space to manoeuvre in Imphal. The
agitators, mostly students, had made the M1LAs
(of the Manipur Assembly now under suspended
animation) and the various leaders of the parties
their target and had even served an ultimatum
that they resign from all elected positions. The
demand was plain and categorical; that the
Union Government rescind its ceasefire agree-
ment with the Isak-Muivah faction of the NSCN
that included all Naga-inhabited areas (includ-
ing those outside Nagaland). The students and
the various sections of the people in Manipur
were agitating against the ceasefire agreement
being extended to four districts in their State —
Ukhrul, Tamenglong, Chandel and Senapati —
where the Nagas outnumber the others.

The basis for this opposition was that by
enlarging the area of the ceasefire, the Union
Government would be seen ending up giving
credence to the idea of a “‘greater Nagaland”.
Similar fears were found in Assam too. The
Union Home Ministry’s agreement with Mr.
Muivah’s outfit, struck initially during Mr. I. K.
Gujral’s regime (when Mr. K. Padmanabaiah
took up a post-retirement assignment as the
Home Ministry's emissary and managed to es-
tablish links with Mr. Muivah), for ceasefire had
indeed created some conditions for restoring
normality in the region. And there was no oppo-
sition to the ceasefire as such. It is in this context

that the Union Home Ministry announcdd its
fresh “initiative” that the area of ceasefire With
the NSCN rebels has been expanded. It may be
true that the NSCN had placed this as a demand
and made such expansion a condition for ex-
tending the agreement. But then, the Union
Home Minister and his officers could have gone
about consulting the political leaders from the
region — particularly from Assam and Manipur
— before agreeing to the NSCN negotiators. And
this is what led to the crisis.

It is in this context that one would expect all
those involved with the negotiations with the
NSCN representatives at this stage to learn from
the past mistakes. The NSCN will now insist on
the Government remaining committed to the
terms agreed in June and sticking to the expand-
ed area of ceasefire. The rebel outfit, after all, has
its stakes too. But then the Union Government
cannot allow itself to be goaded into any deal
{even if it is done by the emissaries on its behalf)
that will be seen as endorsing, even in a symbolic
manner, the idea of a ‘“‘greater Nagaland”. And
this will have to be the terms on which the Home
Ministry officers carry out their talks with the
NSCN's representatives in the coming days. And
in this sense, while it is important that the cease-
fire agreement with the NSCN is kept in place
and the political process to achieve peace in the
region is speeded up, the concerns bothering the
people of Manipur and parts of Assam will have
to be taken care of. There is no way that the
Government can allow its negotiators to strike
such agreements that will lead to insurgency and
violence spreading across the Northeastern
States. The imperative for the officers and in-
terlocutors of the Union Home Ministry in this
context is to involve a cross section of the politi-
cal leaders in all such debates and take them into
confidence before any “agreements” are final-
ised.

wn g
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+ Naga ceaserire and -
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HE RECENT ceasefire with Naga
militants announced by the Gov-
ernment of India without territo-
rial limits caused a massive
outburst of anger in Manipur. Manipuris
are afraid that their centuries-old State
would disintegrate and their rich cultural
heritage would be buried and they would
be rendered homeless and reduced to be-
ing non-entities. Fear, of course, is the key.
Contained within the protest is the
question, “Does anyone care for Mani-
pur?”’ Despite various representations to
those who matter across the political spec-
trum at the highest levels, the Centre did
not think it necessary to inform the public
of Manipur and to take them into confi-
dence before taking a decision that may
change the course of the State’s history.
The Union Government has been ap-
peasing the NSCN(I-M) by agreeing to en-
ter into a ‘ceasefire agreement’ (a
terminology reserved for use between two
independent nations} and to hold talks
outside India. Mr. T. Muivah, NSCN(I-M)
general secretary, says, ‘“We do not want
Greater Nagaland or Smaller Nagaland, we
only want 120,000 sq. km of land that be-
longs to Nagas. Nagaland (now Nagalim)
has always been a sovereign nation. It was
forcibly apportioned between India and
Burma (Myanmar) after their respective
declarations of independence. The part
which India illegally claims is subdivided
and placed under four different adminis-
trative units, viz., Assam, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Manipur and Nagaland States...
Nagalim, however, transcends all these ar-
bitrary demarcations of boundary.” Access
the NSCN({-M) website, www.angel-
fire.com/mo/Nagaland/map.html, to see
the map of its so-called Nagalim, which
includes two-thirds of Manipur, and ac-
cess www.angelfire.com/mo/Nagaland/
Background.html to know its claim to sov-
ereignty, and to 120,000 sq km in between
the longitudes 93 degrees E and 97 degrees
E and the latitudes 23.5 degrees N and 28.3
degrees N with a population of 35 lakhs.
The present Constitutional State of Naga-
land has an area of only 16,579 sq. km with
a population of about 16 lakhs. The claims
of Mr. Muivah and the attitude of the Indi-
an leaders justify the fears of the Manipu-
ris.
Sighting an opportunity to twist the

By Radhabinod Koijam

Union Government around its fingers, the
NSCN (I-M) extracted its pound of flesh
and made it agree to the extension of the
ceasefire to territories outside Nagaland.
The demands of the Naga movement start-
ed by Phizo in the 1940s centred around
the rights of Nagas in the then Naga Hills
district of Assam as well as in the North
East Frontier Agency (NEFA). They had
nothing to do with the Nagas in Manipur.
Alook into the Naga-Akbar Hydari Accord,
1947, would make-this clear. The Accord
was signed by the representatives of Nagas
inhabiting the Naga Hill district apd NEFA
with the Assam Governor. None of the Na-

mountain ranges separating Manipur from
the Lushai Hills (present day Mizoram).
On the east, river Chindwin was the
boundary between Burma and Manipur as
confirmed in January 1830 by the Supreme
Government (the British Govt. of East In-
dia Company). However, this was changed
to the foothills of Yoomadoung in 1833 af-
ter the Kabo Valley was transferred to the
Burmese on payment of Rs. 500 a month as
compensation to the Raja of Manipur. The
arrangement continued till 1953 when
Pandit Jawaharlal - Nehru permanently
gave away the Kabo Valley to Burma and
stopped payment of the compensation to

The delicate balance in relations among different
communities in Manipur is being jeopardised
by the extension of the ceasefire to
Naga-inhabited areas of the State.

ga tribes of Manipur was represented in
this.

Manipur’s history is more than 2000
years old. It was an independent princely
kingdom. From the 16th to the 19th centu-
ries it was a powerful kingdom. The plains
of Manipur are surrounded by nine hill
ranges where the tribals live. The tribals of
Manipur comprise mainly Nagas, Kukis
and Zomis. The present population of Ma-
nipur is 23 lakhs of which the Meiteis and
the Muslims are 14 lakhs and 1.5 lakhs re-
spectively while the Nagas are 3.60 lakhs
and Kukis including Zomis and other sub-
tribes of Kukis around 3.40 lakhs. Other
smaller communities constitute 0.50 lakhs.

The Nagas of Manipur could be broadly
divided into four categories — Tangkhul
Nagas, Mao and Maram Nagas, Kabui Na-
gas, and Anal Nagas and Marings. They
have been living in Manipur from time im-
memorial as peaceful subjects. They never
had any social or cuitural ties with any Na-
ga tribes in the Naga Hills district or NEFA.
The forest between the rivers Doyang and
Dhansiri was officially declared by the
British in 1835 to be the northern bounda-
ry of Manipur. On the west, the line of river
Jiri and the western bend of river Barak
were declared Manipur’s boundary by the
treaty of 1833 concluded by Raja Gambhir
Singh with the British. On the south lie the

Manipur. Manipuris still grudge the gifting
away of Kabo Valley.

Manipur adopted democracy in 1947. It
framed its Constitution, the Manipur Con-
stitution Act of 1947, and drew up a regu-
lation for the administration of the hill
peoples — the Manipur State Hill Peoples
(Administration) Regulation, 1947. It vest-
ed the responsibility for the administra-
tion of the hill peoples in the
Maharaja-in-Council to be exercised in ac-
cordance with the Constitution Act of the
State. The Manipur Assembly was consti-
tuted on April 18, 1948, with 53 members
elected to it from both the hills (18 mem-
bers) and the plains. The Cabinet consist-
ed of seven members, four from the plains
and two from the hills headed by a Chief
Minister nominated by the Maharaj. Maj.
R. Khathing, a Tangkhul Naga, was the
Minister in-charge of hill affairs.

Manipur was merged into the Indian
Union on October 15, 1949. It was granted
statehood in 1972 with a 60-member As-
sembly. Nineteen seats are reserved for the
hill areas and one seat for Scheduled
Castes. The Assembly has a permanent in-
ner chamber called “the Hill Areas Com-
mittee” which acts as a mini- Assembly. Its
Chairman enjoys the status of Cabinet
Minister and all MLAs from the hill areas of
the State are ex-officio members. All laws

anipur

pertaining to the hill areas of Manipur to
be considered for passing by the Manipur
Legislative Assembly have to be first vetted
and approved by this Committee.

In the 30 years since Manipur got State-
hood, two Naga (Tangkhul) leaders were
Chief Ministers for almost 15 years, the re-
maining period being occupied by Presi-
dent’s rule (three years) and by a Muslim
and six Meiteis. There are two seats to the
Lok Sabha, one of which is reserved for the
hill peoples. The elaborate arrangement
between the peoples of the plains and the
hills and the delicate balance in relations
among different communities in Manipur
are being jeopardised by the extension of
the ceasefire to the Naga-inhabited areas
of the State. There is no area in the State
which is inhabited exclusively by the Na-
gas. Many other non-Naga tribes too in-
habit these areas. Any step to create a
premium in favour of a community will
disturb the ethnic balance and could result
in violence. The wounds of the ethnic vio-
lence that erupted in 1993-97 in the hill
areas of the State between Nagas and Ku-
kis, which left thousands homeless and
hundreds killed, are still not completely
healed. The extension of the ceasefire to
Manipur=- may create new conflicts be-
tween communities and may also intensify
the seccessionist movements there.

The Ceasefire Agreement read with the
ground rules give leeway to the NSCN(I-M)
to establish camps and for its armed
cadres to move freely from one camp to
another and to’ carry out subversive and
illegal activities. It would forcibly create an
artificial atmosphere favourable to them in
the areas where the ceasefire is extended.
Some argue that the Ceasefire Agreement
and the ground rules have bound down
the NSCN(I-M). Mr. Muivah must be tick-
led pink by the good-hearts who say this,
but the Manipuris know otherwise and are
not fooled.

Manipuris feel that no price would be
too high to pay to safeguard the centuries-
old boundaries of Manipur. They are
watching the Government of India to see
on whom it puts a premium, the armed
secessionists or the people who stand for
national unity and integrity.

(The writer is a former Chief Minister of
Manipur.)
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’ WEL,CQM’FREVIEW
Manipur has genuing cause for uneasingss

HE Centre has adm ted s mistake in agreein& view
the Naga ceasefire. There would have been no crisis haﬁd{
Delhi rejected the NSCN-IM demand for the truce’s extensib# |
to Assam, Arunachal and Manipur at the threshold. Union '

Home Ministry officials are largely ignorant of the lay of the

North-east, as was exemplified by a bureaucrat who, before
' taking up his post in the 1950s, was said to have asked how
. far Imphal was from Manipur. One wonders how many of

them have heard of Molcham, a Manipur border village
' whose inhabitants are under constant threat of the
Myanmarese army since 1981. The disappearance of adjacent '
Tuivang village from the Indian map hardly seems to have
mattered. Happenings in the North-east cause hardly a ripple
in the rest of the country and vice-versa. When the Bangla-
desh Army killed BSF jawans last May along the Meghalaya
border, public protest was muted. And when violence erupted
after the Babari Masjid demolition, the region, with the

exception of some parts of Assam, set a healthy precedent in
' communal harmony.

The familiar refrain that Delhi’s neglect alienates the region
is a matter of opinion.' But the Centre created new states
without caring to delineate boundaries. Since the Naga rebels
could not be militarily subjugated, Delhi played at division
and tried to pay cash for peace. Central assistance after the
; formation of Nagaland in 1963 created only a handful of rich

. people. Rebels continue to exploit Delhi’s weakness. But
i Manipur has genuine cause for uneasiness and Delhi i is duty

bound to maintain peace in this border state. -
e
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~Naga warning

against

Dimapur, July 10: The NSCN (I-
M) today warned of a “far bigger
resistance if New Delhi betrays
the Nagas once again”.

In its first reaetion to the Cen-
tre’s announcement of a review of
the ceasefire extension on Sun-
day, - the outfit’s convenor in the
ceasefire  monitoring  cell,
“colonel” - Punthing Shimrang,
made it clegr that the “Nagas can-
not be diviged or suppressed”.
Shimrang i ong the top India-
based Naga rebel leaders and the
overall in-charge of the NSCN(I-
M)’s monitoring group. He is also
responsible for implementing the
ceasefire grognd rules.

“That-is :why we have been
fighting for so long. If the govern-
ment of India goes back on its
words, we will be back to square
one. There will be a far bigger re-
sistance,” Shimrang told The
Telegraph in an exclusive inter-
view at a “safe house” here.

The outfit’s leader reiterated
the NSCN(I-M) general secretary
Thuingaleng Muivah’s assertion
that “there ispo Greater Nagalim
or Smaller Nagalim. The Nagas
are also not demanding anyone
else’s land, but only the land
which historically belongs to us”.

Questioning what New Delhi
meant by “review” of the ceasefire
extension, the Naga rebel leader
said, “The govermment of India
must explain it clearly during the
(forthcoming) high-level political
talks,” implying that the outfit

betrayala\

FROM SENTINARO JAMIR \\

had not broken away from th
peace process despite widespread
apprehensions.

While talking to The Tele-
graph from Delhi yesterday, the
Centre’s emissary in the Naga
peace talks, K. Padmanabhaiah,
had ruled out a breakdown in the
negotiations with the NSCN(I-M)
despite the Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement of a review of the
ceasefire.

Padmanabhaiah said the Cen-
tre has already set the ball rolling
for the next round of talks with the
NSCN leadership and “they are
likely to convey the dates of their
availability very soon”.

Putting the ball in the Centre’s
court, Shimrang said if the cease-
fire is withdrawn, “it will be -
(done) by the government of India
and not the NSCN(I-M). And if
they do so, it will not be the first
time India has betrayed the Naga
people”.

Reacting to the largescale op-
position and violence in Manipur
following the ceasefire extension,
the Shimrang said, “The people
have been instigated and thereisa
motive behind the developments.
We see no reason why they should
behave like this.” He, however,
djd not specify who instigated the
people of Manipur. O

himrang was blunt in accus-
ing the Meiteis of Manipur as
being “against peace” and also
criticised them for allegedly using
“foul language” against the Na-
gas. “This only exposes their psy-
chology and mindset,” he added. ~
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/@ Review Reflex oy

There is little to commend in the belated — though not eptirely
unexpected — decision of the Centre to review the ceasefire extdnsion
agreement reached with the NSCN (Isah-Muivah). This has to be'said,
paradoxically, regardless of the substantive merits of the decision. It is
admittedly true that faced with a situation of escalating civil and politi-
cal unrest in Manipur, the Centre had little choice but to signal a climb-
down of sorts in favour of the affected state. But to announce a blanket
review of the agreement is to jump from the frying pan into the fire. It
will doubtless complicate and aggravate the situation in a region where
an emphasis on nuance and a careful balancing of countervailing factors
ought to be order of the day. Clearly, the decision will not humour the
NSCN (I-M). If the earlier move to extend the ceasefire, without prior :
consensus-building in the affected states, was an inexplicable capitula- :
tion to the threats held out by the NSCN (I-M), the latest manoeuvre
will antagonise the militant outfit just as emphatically. There are wide-
spread fears that the current situation in Manipur may now be replicat-
ed in Nagaland, on an equivalent, if not greater, scale. Having seen that
the Centre is vulnerable to threats of violent disorder, not to mention
likely political blackmail, it is hard to see how else will the people of
Nagaland — even granting that they are not a homogenous entity —
react to the present measure. Sadly, this raises rather disturbing ques-
tions about the mechanics of the Centre’s decision-making on crucial
issues affecting the country.

When the original ceasefire extension was first greeted with
widespread condemnation in the border states of Nagaland, the Union
home minister had defended the step by claiming that it had been
reached after sustained consultation with all the affected parties. The
impression was also sought to be created that everyone concerned,
notwithstanding their public posturings, had been taken into confidence
on the issue. That the official version was at best an exercise in putting a
brave face on a situation that was fast going out of hand became evident
when it was contradicted by no less a person than the Centre’s own
representative in Manipur, state governor Ved Marwabh. In the process,
Mr Marwabh also dropped enough hints that he had warned the Centre
against the extension. It is nobody’s case that the Centre is obliged to
depend entirely on the assessment of the governor or any other source
— although no non-Naga leader of any consequence openly endorsed
the decision — in arriving at sensitive political decisions. The integrity of
the government’s decision-making depends on its perceived objectivity
and independence. But, what then explains the complete abandonment
of the policy? After all, if the Centre had believed in the merits of the
ceasefire extension, then it should have Mad the courage to back the
policy substantially. In this context, is # without significance that the
review has been announced at the eyglicit behest of the prime minister
rather than the home minister? O are we entitled to speculate that
the change of policy has sometifing to do with the internal politics of
the NDA government?
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" T was an‘pmbarrassment the Centre could
well have spared itself. The ifept handling of
the ceasefire agreement with the National So-

cialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) has
boomerimged badly o the Vajpayee government,

solve apolitical tangle without approaching it holis-
tically. If before signing on the dotted lirfe with the
Bangkok-based leader of the NSCN (I:M), Thuin-
" galeng Muivah, the Centre bad bothered to take:
the other Northeastern states into confidence, ad-

' dressedﬂlepopularm:sgwmgsofmepeoprethere :
‘the apeos ficed never have been the source of so

much‘regional discord. But, as things turned out,

years of hard work may come unstuck with the,
prim¢ minister announcing on Sunday-that the
Union government will now review the ceasefire
agreemerit, including the words “without territorial
limits” presefitly incorporatedin the agreement.
This is 2 major failure of intelligence —both in
‘terms of basie grey cells and information gathering,
"The 1omlpdhemdtheparamﬂ1taryforcesmﬂ1e
region were caght completely off guard when, in
the wake of the accord, Maniptir exploded on June
18, resultin in Bd:athsandabadlyguttcdstate as-
sembly.b .Of course, the anxiety to settle a
problem that has bedevilled the Indian state, even
when it was a colonial one, is understandable. The
Nagaland insurgency has longbeen regarded as the
‘motherof all insurgencies, and one that had fed, in
tum,nurim'ousotherrebeﬂlonsmthe region. Itwas
i tleadthe  government’s interlocutors:

to agree & &

evealing yet again the dangers of attempting to -

and generally moved with more circumspegtion, *

' peacemareglohasoomplexastheNonh

‘Na@eeaseﬁeto areas L th_ati;hasnotdisphy'edﬂmﬁar. ‘

o ‘Accord discord G i

lp \r's fears should have been gauged before Naga pact

outside of Nagaland. This clause, a:las, turned outto
be the undoing of the agreement, since it stoked
fears of a “Greater Nagaland” destroying the terri-
torial integrity of the other states in the region, es-
pecially Manipur, already riven by sharp geographi-
cal arid religious divides. Over the last few days
prot&sts had broken out all over the state, with some
of its most noted literary and theatre. petsonalmes
resolving to return the honouirs bestowed ‘upon
them by the Centre, to protest whatithey perceive as
unacceptable highhandedness on the-part of the
Centre and the Naga leadership. What forced the
Centre’shand on Sunday was the threat held out by
the MPsand ML As ef the state torwgnenmassclf
the controversial clause on thé extension of the |
ceasefire was not withdrawn by July 31, By Monday,

even this promised réview did net satisfy the angry

people, with the United Committee Manipur de-

. mandmgthe oompletescrappmgofme agreement.

So is there a way out of the impasse? Much will
depend upon how the Naga leadership responds to

the current developiments. Itis only to be hoped that it
will conduct itself with maturity and quickly diffuse

any tension that may surface among the Naga popu-

*lation. Thuingaleng Muivah had earlier clarified that

there was no question of the Nagas “claiming terrig

tory” fromp other states. Unfortunately, nobody in
. Manipur heard him, or if they did, preferred not to

believe him. As for the Centre, it will now have to go
backtoﬂ:eolddmwmgboardasfarastheceaseﬁre ;
accord is opcerped. Clearly, to bring about i

require a degtee of sensitivity and




Manipuris for
~ total ceasefire
Witl}draWal
| STATESMA%NlEﬁSE %}2/

Agencies

. NEW.DELHI/IMPHAL, July 9.
i — Mr LK Advani today said
t there might be a fresh round of
talks with NSCN(I-M) to
review the ceasefire but failed
to impress the United
Committee of - Manipur,
spearheading the movement
against the extended Naga
truce.

The UCM convener, Mr
Sapam  Jadumani, said:
“Nothing less than a total
withdrawal of the ceasefire
. area from Manipur will satisfy
' us.”

(Speaker’s house attacked:

_ | About 10 gunmen attacked and
i damaged the  Assembly
. Speaker, Mr Sapam

Dhananjoy Singh’s house at
Khongman Okram Chuthek in
' Imphal East district late last
night and damage to the house,
| officials said today. But no
casualty was reported. The
i Speaker was in New Delhi
| when his house was attacked.)
- During an informal chat with
| journalists, Mr Advani said it
was clear that all sides would
have to be heard before there
' can be any review of the
ceasefire vis-a-vis the
reference to “without
territorial limits.”
. He said the reference relating
i to “Naga-inhabited areas in
neighbouring states” was only
an interpretation since the
words used in the ceasefire
document on 14 June were
“without territorial limits.”
Amsu . decision: In a
release issifid from the Sajiwa
Jail, leaders'of the All Manipur
i Students Union ' expressed
confidence .- with the
government’s effort to review
the ceasefire policy, adds UNL.
Prategt march: Nearly 4000
protestors marched the streets
of the Imphal today amidst
heavy security deploymient.

Khwairamband Bager today
downed shutters to protest the
ceasefire extension to Manipur
and urged the centre to
withdraw it from the state.

In a memorandum, submitted
to Governor Mr Ved Prakash
! Marwah, they requegied him
. to convey their-feglh to Mr
Vajpayee.

The businessmen of
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BLACK FLAGS atop every house, days of
tense curfew followed by angry demonstra-
tions of women and students, yet another
round of tear gas and police firing, a woman
protester dead and scores injured. Since June
18, when the Imphal secretariat was set ablaze
and 14 protesters shot dead by the police, it
has been an unfinished story of simmering
restlessness in Manipur. The protests against
the ceasefire with the Naga rebels have
turned into a question of self-identity:
Manipuri theatre persons and filmmakers
have declared that they will not participate in
functions hosted by the Union government.
The recent ‘peace mission’ sent by the Centre
was met with hostile black flags. With the All
Manipur Students’ Union threatening to
launch a separatist movement, Manipur is
sitting on a deadly powder keg which the
Centre can ignore at its own peril.

For Delhi, it has always been an easy ploy
to put the ‘seven sisters’ of the North-east out
of its mind, as if they-do not exist, or resort to
force when things go out of control. The NDA
government must realise that its contradicto-
ry postures on the ceasefire have been taken
with a large pinch of salt. Even Assam is suf-
fering from ‘bad faith’. That the Manipuris

are not ready to believe that no fukther geo-
graphical divisions would be enacted, only
goes to prove that the home ministry has
botched up the ceasefire package. Now, with
the weaker Khaplang faction of the Naga
underground asserting the Nagas’ ‘right to
sovereignty’ (the NSCN-IM faction has
already stated that it stands for a ‘Greater
Nagaland’) and pro-ceasefire rallies in the
Naga-dominated areas in Manipur, even
president’s rule seems to be backfiring.
Besides, ominous shadows of ethnic conflict
once again linger on the horizon as the
separatists think this to be an appropriate
time to up their ante.

Manipur is in a state of alienation; there is
a virtual institutional breakdown, the oppor-
tunist political class has lost all credibility,
the government is bankrupt, salaries have
not been paid for months, and underdevelop-
ment has pushed the state into an abyss. This
is the subterranean angst which forms the
backdrop of the on-going protests. The Centre
must move fast. Manipur deserves a better
deal. That no territorial compromise will be
allowed should be stated categorically. Any
dilly-dallying or dubious political games
might lead to a dead end. yVa '
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STATEBMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 8. - The
Centre greed to review

vefire he NS’&‘J (I-M).
The' decision was announced

a two-hour meeting bet-
ween the. Prime Minister, the
home minister and the Mani-
pur leaders. :

“We shall review the cease fire
agreement including the words
“without territorial limits”,
presently incorporated in the
agreement so as to ensure that
all doubts about preserving the

‘ integrityofManipnrandqther.

Northeastern states
ved”, Mr Atal

"o

entre agrees to ¥
Naga ceasefire

the ‘free and

said in a statement after. the

meetmg.
Mr Vajpayee invited more Ma-
nipur leaders to meet him for a

appealed to the Manipuris to
remain calm and expressed grief
at the loss of innocent lives.

The decision is seen as a

setback for Mr LK Advani who-

had personally piloted the cont-
roversial ceasefire. Briefing the
press after the meeting, Mr
Advani’s deputy, Mr ID Swami,
sald the government “hopes to
review the entire ceasefire by
the July end”. - i

VA

(Continued from pagel)

said he would visit Imphal at the-
Miniter

"earliest. The Prime - allépathic meditine. the ceass-

Asked if the decision was an’

V vefr

admission : that the truce
agreement was announced
»hast’ilyéaqu Swami said; *1
certain fagts were notui:
into conwideration. It's: % e

fire led to certain reactions. We
are now trying to rectify it”. He
admitted the possibility:. of
Kukki-Maithi clashes infie
ced thefreview decision. =
The meeting was attended by
the home , Mr Kamal
Pandey, and the Centre’s nego-
tiator with the NSCN (IM), Mr
K Padmanabhiah. '
Did the home ministry

IS!O'GEASEFM:MI/‘_

A\~

recommend this move? Mr Swami said he had bri ed Mr
Vajpayee and Mr Advani about the situation in Manipur and
the people’s reaction to the truce agreement. The people were
agitated, he said. Asked if the government had delayed reacting
to the situation, Mr Swami said the government was constantly
| monitoring the situation. Will Mr Padmanabhaiah continue as
ithe government negotiator? “Well, he is there”, he said.

‘On whether the NSCN-IM was taken into confidence about the
‘review decision, the minister said: “It’s a bilateral agreement.

e will talk to them while reviewing the ceasefire”.
Re@rmg to the Manipur Governor’s letter to Mr Advani
%ﬂ"ﬂmgthat the &tate leadership could pass onto the ultras,
{r Swami said: I don’t foresee such an eventuality.” R
Mr Swami’s report deals extensively with the unhappiness in |
Manipur and recommends a review of the ceasefire agreement | °
especially the words “without territorial limits”. :
" The spokesman of the Manipur legislators, Mr Chandramani
Singh; said: “The question of happiness and unhappiness does
not arige. Let us see. After all it’s an assurance given by the
Prime Minister”. The legislators will be in the capital for a few | -
days to assess the situation, he said.

Former state chief minister, Mr Radhabinod Koijam, also

hoped for the best after the assurance of a ceasefire review. P
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‘Manipur to
return medals,
Arjuna awargls

Truce protestors rule the stre

HT Correspondent So
Imphal, July 7 \A
MANIPUR WILL stay away from
the sixth National Games in Pun-
jab and return all medals
received in the team champi-
onships in the previous Games if
the ceasefire is not withdrawn
from the $tate, Manipur Olympic
Assocmf‘lon president G Joyku-
mar Sharma said today.

Manipur won 49 gold, 24 silver
and 39 bronze medals in the last
National Games besides the Raja
Bhalendrg Singh trophy.

Two Afjuna award winners
from Manipur, boxer NG Dingko
Singh and weightlifter Kunja-
rani Devitiive been asked to re-
turn their awards, Sharma said.

Sharma conveyed the decision
to Union Minister of State for
Home ID Swami today even as
prote sruled the streets
across f.he State.

Thousands of people defied
the curfew orders and took to the
stregts of Manipur today in
protest against the ceaseflre
extepsion.

Atléast 20 protestors, includ-
ing six women, were injured as
police resorted to lathicharge
and lobbed teargas shells to con-
trol the mob at Wangkhei and
Tinsid Road in Imphal.

Swami left for New Delhi along
with additional Secretary in the
Union Home Ministry, PD
Shenoy, to submit a report on the
situation in Manipur to Union
Home Minister LK Advani today.
The two had to be flown from the
Assam Rifles helipad to the air-
port in an Army chopper to avoid
the protests.

Before leaving for Delhi, a Cen-
tral team led by Swami spoke to
politicians, lawyers and acade-
micians to gather public opinion
on the ceasefire extension.

But United Committee
Manipur (UCM) representatives
refused to meet the team, saying
their main demand was the with-
drawal of ceasefire from
Manipur.

Mass sit-in protests were
reported from Lamsang,
Wangkhei, Kongba, Nongmei-
bung, Mantripukhri, Waheng-
bam Leikai, Malom, Singjamei,
Moirangkhom, Liberal College
area at Luwang Sangbam and
New Cachar road.

Largescale protests were also
staged in parts of Thoubal and
Bisnupur districts and the hill
district of Churachandpur.

The protestors carried plac-
ards reading ‘withdraw ceasefire
immediately’ and ‘do not disturb
our territory’.

Assam Rifles personnel and
the police-dispersed the gather-
ings at the VIP area of Babupara,
Uripok and parts of Imphal.

The six-party UCM, which
spearheads the anti-ceasefire agi-
tation, had urged the people to
participate in large numbers in
the demonstrations.

Various social organisations,
in separate statements, said they
would support the ongoing agita-
tion till the withdrawal of the
ceasefire from the Manipur
boundary.

They said passing a resolution
in Parliament to protect the State
territory would not calm down

the people as such a resolutio
can be revoked any time. /
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Alfa alert sounded in Assam

Utpal Parashar
Guwahati, June 7

THE NEW Tarun Gogoi min-
istry in Assam faces its first
major brush with Ulfa following
reports that a group of over 50
hardcore militants belonging to
the banned outfit have entered
Assam from Bhutan in a bid to
carry out strikes all over the
State,

According to intelligence
reports and statements given to
the Jorhat police by two arrest-
ed militants, a group of nearly
50 militants, mostly belonging to
the outfit’s Enigma Unit, has
entered Assam during the last
week of May.

An alert has been sounded all
over the State following the rev-
elations.

On Wednesday morning, the
Jorhat police arrested two mili-
tants, Brojen Mili and Horen
Konwar, both belonging to the
Enigma Unit, from a house in
Teok.

According to the police the

_militants had come to Teok in an
Upper Assam bound bus.

In their statements, both the
militants revealed that they
belonged to the group, which
had entered Assam from
Bhutan.

11 CRPF men injured in rocket attack i b

Guwahati, June 7

AT LEAST 11 CRPF personnel were seriously injured in a twin
rocket attack by Ulfa on a CRPF camp and police station in
Assam’s Goalpara district early Thursday morning marking the
second assgult on a police station by the outlawed.group this
week.

Goalpara police said on Thursday, a group of ultras arrived at
the CRPF camp and the adjacent police station at Dhupdhara
and fired from rocket launchers and automatic weapons.

The police and CRPF men retaliated which led to an exchange
of fire for about an hour, police said adding that the firing dam-
aged glass panes were shattered and office property.

Any casualty on the ultras’ side was not immediately known
as they escaped under cover of darkness, police said.

The injured have been admitted to the Gauhati Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Thursday’s onslaught was the second after Monday night’s
attack on Patacharkuchi police station-in Barpeta district in the
State since the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress ministry took over the
reins last month. On Monday night Ulfa militants attacked Pat-
acharkuchi police station in lower Assam’s Barpeta district with
rockets and AK-47 assault rifles injuring two civilians.

Security measures have been stepped up and search opera-
tions launched to trace the ultras.

PTI

“They claimed that they were
sent for some specific missions
to be carried out at Jorhat.
Interrogation is on to get the
details of their plans,” said
Pradip Chandra Saloi, SP

Jorhat. He added that security
arrangements in the district
have been beefed up following
the disclosures made by the
arrested militants.

At present, the Ulfa and the

early a dozen
in the dense jun-
Bhutan where
most of their tadres are impart-
ed training.

Security along the Indo-
Bhutan border was intensified
before the Assembly elections,
{o prevent militants from enter-
ing Assam.

“But it seems, the Ulfa and
NDFB militants were able to
sneak in after the elections were
over and are now trying to carry
out strikes,” said a senior police
official.

On Sunday, a group of sus-
pected NDFB ultras shot dead 10
woodcutters in the Lunchung
Reserve Forest in Kokrajhar dis-
trict. A day later, a group of sus-
pected Ulfa militants fired a
rocket at Patacharkuchi police
station in Barpeta district of
Lower Assam.

The rocket fired from a truck
damaged the constables’ quar-
ters. No one was injured in the
attack.

According to intelligence
sources, a group of 20 Ulfa mil-
itants armed with rocket
launchers and sophisticated
weapons has entered Golaghat
district last week with the

intention of collecting funds
and carrying out strikes/



Manipur,
serve
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 7. Manipur MPs
and MLAs have threatened to re-
sign their seats en masse if the
Government fails to withdraw the
territorial extension of the ceasefire
with the National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (NSCN} (I-M) by July
31

At a press conference here today,

the former Deputy Chief Minister
of Manipur, Mr, L. Chandramani
Singh, said political leaders and
people of the State were against ex-
tension of the ceasefire to Mani-
pur.
/ “We support the ceasefire with
e NSCN (I-M) in Nagaland but
ertainly not in Manipur and other
northeastern States. We demand
its withdrawal from Manipur im-
mediately,” he said. The MPs,
MLAs and other party leaders are
scheduled to meet the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
TNOIIOW.

Two former Chief Ministers —
Mr. W. Nipamacha Singh and Mr.
Radhabinod Koijam — the As-
sembly Speaker, Dr. S. Dhananjoy
Singh, and the BJP leader, Mr. R.K.
Dorendra Singh, were also present.
The MPs and MLAs have floated a
forum — the Manipur MPs and
MLAs Forum for Territorial Integri-
ty, led by Dr. Dhananjoy Singh —
to carry forward their struggle
against the extension of the cease-

fire. Describing the situation in .

Manipur as ‘“‘very serious”, Mr.
Chandramani Singh said that vio-
lent protests had broken out be-
cause of the Centre’s “incorrect
decision” to extend the ceasefire
“‘without territorial limits.”

He feared that the extension
would only help legitimise the des-
ignated camps of the NSCN (I-M)
and the insurgent outfit, could at a

MLAs, MPs |
ultimatum WC\

later stage, use it as a ploy to de-
mand greater Nagaland.

On the proposed meeting with
the Prime Minister, Mr. Singh said
a detailed memorandum reflecting
the developments after the visit of
the Central team to the State would
be submitted. But he added the
“bottomline remains withdrawal
of territorial extension of the cease-

fire ,{
Minister’s assurance

UNI, PTI report:

In Imphal, the Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs, Mr. 1.D.
Swami, assured the people of the
State that the Centre would man-
age to pass a resolution in Parlia-
ment on protecting the territorial
integrity of Manipur. He gave this
assurance to senior citizens be-
fore his departure for New Delhi.

The high-level central team met
representatives of various com-
munities, including Muslim and
Naga representatives, during their
three-day visit.

20 injured in lathicharge

At least 20 protestors; including
six women, were injured when
para-military forces and police re-
sorted to lathicharge and fired
teargas shells as thousands of
protestors defied curfew and took
to the streets in Imphal and
across the State.

NSCN (I-M)’s warning

The NSCN (I-M) has warned
that it would be forced to return
to the path of violence if the Gov-
ernment does not fulfil its com-
mitment relating to extension of
ceasefire.In an interview to BBC
in Bangkok, the NSCN (I-M) sec-
retary-general, Mr. Thuingaleng
Muivah, said there was no ques-
tion of compromise on what had
been agreed to in the ceasefire.

£



*32103 AIRJI[IUI 03 ):10S31 0} Inq
uondo ou sem 1Y) Yuawiddide
3y) ut paje[ndys se jusun
-WI0) UMO J[3Y} INOUOY JOU PIp
syueIuI 3y} J1 Jei) PIAjosal
os[e pey A[quIassy [euoneN ],
. ‘JudurIde
ay) 3uryaeaaq syueIuL opog
pue gJ|) JO 3sed uj AJI[RNJUIAI
Aue 20e] 03 ApEaJ 3q pNOYSs
uonesjsUIAIpE 3y os jsed ayy
Ul SPIOM UMO J13Y) painouoy
-SIp pey sjuejiiu 3y jey) 3938
-J103 JoU PNOYs A1uUnod 3y} yey)
o pajmiod JaA3M0Y ISNOF] Y}
JO sIaquIdtI J0TUIS Y] JO W0

. . *pIes 3y ‘passnd
-SIp A[y3nooy) sui yaoussasde
3y} Jo SHUIUOI IY) ‘sHogssnd

-SIp Jo s£up 3a.y) ayy SuLmng,,
‘SUOISIAP L) 03 ANepuew [n]
udAI3 Udaq pey sdanejudsaadaa

JI19Y) jey; JuUdWuIdA03 [efoa .

ay}.pouLIoju AEayIads pey
ssape3] vyin) 3Yy) 19 1J3n0 o)
JO Saupwd jupI-3pprat 3y Jo A)
-TIQIPaId 1) JaA0 uoisuatppadde
" passaadxd Yorym A[quidssy
PIULIOFUT JI)STHTUL dWOY Y],
Kepamyey uo pajrodad jasuany
ugjayg Jo A[Iep jeuoneu uni
aeys ay) ‘9rdoad Isaneynyg Iy}

JO §)SaIAUL IY) pue ‘erpu] yyum |

dijsuongyas [e1paod s,uenyg
‘£)LIND93S §,41UN0D ) JUNOIIE

- oyur 3urye) payyeap uIdq pey
- FenIaIBe 34) J0 JuINUed Y,
gt Supko-a3vad

© se sie)s s,uenyg proydn

0) pue ‘suegawl [njadead yInoayy
wdjqo.xd ay) aajes 03 £1q

-WIASSY Y} UT SNSUISUOD [8.13UI3
) yum Surdady w Arewrid
PIu3is Udaq pey SI9PeI BJIN
aY) YuM JuRLIIIZE ) JeY)
pourepdxa “uawiwidAe8 [esoy
Y} Jo Jieyaq uo Juawddide ay)

pauds oym ‘uaysyein mzuny

oyse( ‘uoijey 3unyz ayy
*JeaA sy} sunf ui jue)
~TITUI 1) YIM SH[E) JO SPUNOL
Ay u1 uonedaap Isauenyyg
b PI] pey s swoy
oY) ‘AlquISSy [BUOfIeN )
pue 3ury] 3y} Jo 159Yaq Ay} Y
© -Aeprij uo uenyg
Jo A|qusassy peuoneN i 03 STy

pruLIoyut ‘oysymefr) Lauryy,
oduo4-y ‘sajsturur 3woy 3y L,

*UIPEIP € JURLOD JOU P[Nod

Jnq 2AB3I| 0] paaide pey ‘A1

~ -0}1149) Isaueynyg wioxy sdures

J19Y} 2A0WIAX 0} PJO) OS[E JTIM
oYM ‘GCIN 3Y} ‘“TIAIMOH

. ‘uepnyg ui sdures

BJI) 2AY Suruiewiax 3y) 0} uon

-1ij0S © pul} 03 urede J9au [lIm

BJIN Y} pue JUIWIIA0S aY)

‘1007 ‘1oqUIa0(Y UIYIiM Juaw

-3243e s1y} Jo uoneyusurdjdun

) Suimoroj ‘pue ‘sdured

2AlJ FUIIEWRI oY) Ul SIpRd

ay) :syurod 3311} U0 JUIUILID
-A03 2y} yyum sanuru padide

~ ay) pausis ‘eyLIeze] ueq
~BIIN) JIA “AT8)II09s [RIauad
JUBJSISSE UIND AJE)IIIIS Pduedl)
" 2y pue ‘weyodeying No
-Afnuysig Iz ‘dos1ape [eanijod
S.EJiN ‘sie) Jo skep aaayy 19y
‘wiop3ury ulefewy

) uro.1§ duasaad J1ay) dNPax
03 ndunyJ, e aeak siy) sunf

ul ueInyg JO JUIUWLIIA0Y) [0y
AY) YIM NIDUWIIIBE UM B
pausis aaey puejopog Jo juodj
INeIdOWI(] [BUOCTIBN PUE WIOSY
Jo juol uoneIaqry pajun

pauueq ayJ, ;. A[nf ‘BeyEAns

C \Vg ANVNY fONVIAl A~

1131} Jo [33ud1is Ay} anpag
s A9y3 S1QPT “Joquuadaq
£q uenyyg §1 sdures duru
13} JO IN0oJ 4041 [IM B[}
D21 O] 2oUS? sopog vfiN |

>



Naga talks: just a few words more

‘Bort

HE news media has por-

. trayed a dismal picture of the

state of talks and the ceasefire

between the Government of

India and the major Naga faction, the

National Sociatist Council of Nagaland

(I-M). In truth, the two sides are sepa-

satedbybarelya fewwords on the exten-
sion of their four-year-old ceasefire.

Some problems developed during
the visit of the government representa-
tive, K. Padmanabhiah, to the talks with
the Nagas in Bangkok in May. The dis-
cussions were, at times, brutally frank
and the NSCN leadership even threat-
ened topull out of the talks if the govern-
ment did not accept its views on the ex-
tension of the area under ceasefire in the
Notrtheast.

A Naga participant who confirmed
the differences said he was surprised by
Indian news accounts ofthe talks for the
two sides were barely “a line or two”
jor differences that some newspapers
have headlined as pushing thetalksonto
“itslast legs?”«

The Naga leadership is based in .

Bangkok apd this is the second round of
tallsmreqeﬂtmontmbetweenPadman
abhiah, thbdesignated representative of
the prime: immster and the NSCN (I-

nipur, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
where the NSCN has bases and cadres

and where there have been clashes be- -

tween the Nagas and security forces. The
Nagaside has affirmed that the ceasefire
area extension and their demand for a
larger state compising “Naga-inhabited
areas” were two separate issues and
would be negotiated

ened tobreak off the discussions and au-
thorised his followers to be prepared to
return to the jungle. He also dissolved
the Tata Hoho, the ‘Parliament’ of the
underground . organisation. But this
should be seen in the light of asserting
his political pre-eminence in the group

and giving him a free hand with the ne- -

gotiations.

separately. The sticking points
. The Nagas say that . arose over two phrases
itis illogical for the gov- in the Indian draft wh-
ermnment and the NS- ich said that the cease-
CN to have a truce in fire would “operate th-
Nagaland and be prep- roughout the Northea-
ared to fight each other st” and spoke of the ‘cl-
in other parts of the re- aim’ to a so-called Gr-
gion, Of course, one of eater Nagaland.

the principal demands : The Naga  draft
ofthe NSCNhasbeen =~ SANJOY HAZARIKA  reads: “The extent of

Four years is long enough to tighten the nuts and

" bolts of the ceasefire. Both sides should now

resolve to tackle substantial political issues

that the negotiations and ceasefire be be--

tween ‘two entities’, meaning that the is-

sueisnot limited by geographical lines.
Although there was initial opposi-

tion from the other state governments

the ceasefire has no bearing on the issue
of the Naga territories, These two are sep-
arate issues.” Barring this and the drop-
ping of the ‘Northeast’ phrase and noref-

-erence to extension of ceasefire forayear

ring on peace

sides signed a ceasefire accord hnd agreed
to work for a long-term solufion of the

Naga issue; the militants have been de- |

. manding independence from India. De-

spite occasional problems, the truce has
held although the NSCN (I-M) hasmade

itclear fromthe initial stage that it wanted

the ceasefire tobe applicable to all 'Naga-
inhabited areas’ and rejected its limitation
to Nagaland. A tougher stance by the
group came, predictably, a few days after
the Government of India signed a cease-
fire accord with a rival NSCN wing on
April 28, amove seen by the I-M faction as
trying to marginalise it. Thé action infuri-
ated the Muivah camp. Yet, the Nagas
are aware that the stakes are too high to

* force an abrogation of the ceasefire: civil

sociéty in Nagaland and other parts of the
Northeastwant peace to continué.
The Naga people have been able to

- breathe — albeit to a limited degree —

freely since the ceasefire began. Con-
frontations between the army and Naga
armed groups have sharply fallen. The
* currérit ceasefire, restricted to Nagaland,
expires on July 31 and both sides have
benefited from the peace process. Little
or no fighting has been reported in Na-

galand; a number of NSCN cadres have -
settled down to a peaceful life, buying

houses and real estate. The extortion of

/

M)’s main’ negotiaiore: Thiungelang  onthe ceasefire area extension, theyhad” beyond August 2001, whenitisduetoex- ~ fundsbysomecadreshasalsoincfeased.
Muivah and Isaak Chisi Swu, respec-  virtually come around to accepting the  pire, this draft is identical to the govern-  The lafter problem has caused the
tively general secretary and chairmanof ~ extension as a positive move thatwould ~ ment version. Both talk of the ceasefie  NSCNleadershipmuch concern.
the most powerful mbel military ma-  reduce tensionand conflictintheirareas.  agreement as between ‘two entities’, that Fouryearsislong enough totighten
chine inthe Ny . However, there have been changes in  the two sides would abide by revised thenutsandboltsofthe ceasefire. Both |
The remarks by the Naga official, ~ the regional political scene in this past ~ ceasefire groundrulesestablishedinJan- sides should now resolve to tackle sub- |
who is dlose to Swu and Muivah, have  monthwithanew Congress govemnment  uary this year when an elaborate system stantial political issues such as the fu-
beenconfirmed by Padmanabhiah, afor-  in Assam and President’s Rule in Ma-  of checks and balancesonbothsideswas  ture of the Nagas and other key ele-
mer Union Home secretary who has  nipur. It isunclear how the new govern-  worked out; and to chew the peace pipe  ments of along-term settlement. For
been special envoy to the talkssince July  ment in Assam would react. Butdespite ~ further “on substantive issues to bring  that to happen, the Indian political
1999. The two days of consultations with  misgivmgs, it would make agreatdealof  about alasting political solution.” leadership will need to be involved be-
Muivah and other NSCN leaders fo-  sense if all Sides agreed to the ceasefire The government says that while the  cause the impact will be felt far beyond
cussed on the announcement of the ex-  extensionto the reglonmaddmontothe ceasefire between the two entitiesisnot  the Northeast. Meanwhile, the Indian
tension of the ceasefire to a larger geo- -~ state of Nagaland. Thiswouldbe aposi-  restricted by physical borders, the realityis  media would do well to dig below the
graphical areathanitscurrentlimitstothe  tive step to asubstantive peace. that the two sides confront each other  surface before jumping to sweeping
state of Nagaland. This would mean, in The talks between Padmanabhiah only ih the Northeast. and etrroneous conclusions.
real terms, that the two sides wouldob-  and Muivah in Bangkok were inconclu- Peace returned to Nagaland in 1997
serve the truce in partsof the hillsof Ma- ~ sive and Muivah, at one pdint, threat-. 'aftermanyyeaxsofwmoﬁwhm&rem + . Thewriter’s latestbook is thasof?sé
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NEW DELHI, JULY 6

GOVERNMENT is willing to
have a resolution adopted in Par-
! liament on protection of the terri-
torial integrity of north-eastern
states following the extension' of
area coverage of the ceasefire with
NSCN (I-M), Home Minister LK
Advani said today.

“The territorial ititegrity of all
north-eastern states will be pro-
tected and there will not be any
compromise on this issue,” Advani
said, while allaying apprehensions
raised by MPs at the meeting of the

Ministry here.

Responding to unanimogs ap-
peal from the Committee mem-
bers that there should not bé any
violation of territorial integrity of
these states, he said, “The Govern-
ment would be willing to have a
resolution passed in Parliament on
the protection of territorial in-
tegrity of the north-eastern states
to allay fears and apprehensions in
the minds of the people.”

When Committee members
pointed out that there should have
been “wider consultations” with all
concerned state governments and

North-East states mtegﬂty

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA b q /éonsultatxve Committee f his

other organisations before the
agreement was signed, Advani said
it was not correct that Centre had
not consulted the state govern-
ments.

Advani said chief ministers
were consulted on different occa-
sions on the issue and there was a
unanimous view for extension of
the truce to bring peace in the re-
gion, accordmg to an official re-
lease. :

He also mentioned about his :
meeting with the all-party delega- |
tion before he left for a three-na- :
tion tour.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2 '

T Centfe to bﬂng resolution i

oqﬁ N-E stateb’

Referring to the prevailing sit-
uation in Manipur, he said a high-
level delegation, led by Minister
of State for Home I D Swami, is
now in the state to talk to various
organisations like the All Ma-
nipur Students’ Union and lead-
ing women'’s body, Meirphaibis,
to know their views on the issue.

Advani informed the mem-
bers that the report of the team
would be discussed at a meeting
convened by Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee on Sunday. He
said the Centre was also in touch
with the NSCN (I-M) on the is-
sue.

Home Secretary Kamal

i

integrity

ande briefed the committee on
e ground-rules of the ceasefire,
revised this January.

After a resume on the truce
right from 1997, Pande said there
were enough safeguards in the
ground-rules and clarified that no
area can be defined as Naga-in-
habited area outside Nagaland.

When CPM leader Somnath
Chatterjee pointed out about the
demand for a separate kamtapur
state being raised by an extremist
outfit in North Bengal and their
nexus with ULFA, Advani said
the Government had “sensitised”

the state gove nt to deal with
the situation.

¥ ih‘”



Central team in_Manipur o4

IMPHAL, JuLY 5. A Central team,
headed by the Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Mr. 1. D.
Swami, arrived here teday to as-
sess the situation arising out of
the extension of ceasefire be-
tween the Centre and the NSCN
(I-M), the Manipur Governor, Mr.
Ved Marwabh, said.

The team'’s visit offered an op-
portunity to put across the views
on the ceasefire agreement and
express the fears on the threat to
the territorial integrity of Mani-
pur, Mr. Marwabh said in a release.
He was aware of the people’s an-
guish and would do everything
possible to convey their feelings
to the Centre. Everyone had a
right to express his or her view,
without creating a law and order
situation or escalating communal
tension.

" The Government did not want
to muzzle peaceful forms of pro-
test, he said and appealed, partic-
ularly to mothers, Meira Paibi
organisations (women torch
bearers’ associations) and the

student community, to refrhi Bloc) and Mr. Manoj Bhatta-

from any act of violence.

The State administration wis
keen on avoiding any confront
tion but in the light of the tragi
incidents of June 18, it had to be
doubly careful, the Governor said.
He appealed to the people to
maintain peace. — PTI

Left parliamentary
team’s visit
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. The Left has de-
cided to send a parliamentary
team to Manipur between July 7
and 8, to study the situation there.
The move came in the wake of
popular protests in the State over
the Centre’s extension of cease-
fire accord with the NSCN (I-M)
to all Naga-inhabited areas.

The six-member team, includ-
ing Mr. Subodh Roy, Mr. Bajuban
Riyan, Mr. Nikhilnanda Sar (CPI-
M), Mr. Ajay Chakraborty (CPI),
Mr. Bir Singh Mahato (Forward

charya (RSP), would meet the
Governor, the leaders of various
political parties, the people and
organisations, the CPI(M) an-
nounced today. (),

Meanwhile, a delegation of Ma-
nipur MPs and MLAs called on
the Lok Janshakti president and
Communications Minister, Mr.
Ram Vilas Paswan, to garner sup-
port for its demand on the with-
drawal of the ceasefire. w

The party spokesman, Mr.
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, said the
delegation apprised Mr. Paswan
of the popular protests in Mani-
pur. It pointed out that the Centre
had extended the area of ceasefire
without consulting the State.

Mr. Paswan told the delegation
that his party’s sub- committee,
set up under the former Union
Minister, Mr. Jai Narayan Prasad
‘Nishad,” had recommended that
the Government recongider the
decision to extend th
Manipur.




/‘No solution for Nagas within Constitution’

Q Y
By Barun Das Gupta \<\

FROM SOMEWHERE IN MOKUKCHUNG
{Nagaland), JULY 4. From outside,
the house does not look different
from any other house. But as one
is ushered into the main hall, one
finds about a dozen young men in
their late teens or early twenties,
armed with AK-47 rifles and UZI
sub-machine guns, keeping a
close watch on the surroundings.
One is led down a winding
staircase, each landing guarded
by an armed militant, three store-
ys below into the office of Mr. Ki-
tovi Zhimomi, general secretary,
NSCN, and Ato Kilonser (‘‘prime
minister”) of the "“Government of
People’s Republic of Nagaland”
(GPRN) of the Khaplang faction.

On a table beside him, is a
closed-circuit TV. “This is for our
security,” Mr. Zhimomi says, “for,
sometimes we have unwanted
visitors.”

Under the formal ceasefire the
Centre entered into with the
NSCN (K) on April 28, there is no
restriction on the movement of
their men but they cannot move

\openly and outside designated ar-
eas with arms.

Before the formal ceasefire,
there was an “informal” one be-
tween the NSCN (K) and the secu-
rity forces for the past one year.
The April agreement only gave de
jure recognition to a de facto real-
ity. 'g;,

Mr. Zhimomi gives son
a wide range of subjects\ On the
integration of the Naga-inhabited
areas or on the demand fof Naga
sovereignty, Mr. Zhimomi\ does
not have any difference with Mr.
Muivah of the rival faction.

There is one difference, though.
The Centre's latest agreement
with Mr. Muivah extends the cea-
sefire “without territorial limits”
as if it were applicable to the
whole country. Mr. Zhimomi, on
the other hand, wants it extended
to Naga-inhabited areas with
“specific territorial limits.”

About the present relations be-
tween the two factions, he says:
“We usually try to avoid each oth-
er. Our orders to our men are to
observe maximum restraint. But
sometimes when the two sides

happen .to run into each other,
they fight. But normally we in-
form each other (of our move-
ments) to avoid accidental
confrontation.”

He cautions the Centre against
coming to “different understand-
ings” on a solution of the Naga
problem with different groups
such as the two factions of the
NSCN and the NNC. About his
own side’s taking part in any fu-
ture talks with the Centre, he says
they would have to do their
homework which would involve
consulting all the 30 Naga tribes.

He also adds that any settle-
ment with the I-M group “which
is acceptable to the Naga people”
will be acceptable to the Kha-
plang group as well. But what if
the I-M group accepts a solution
within the framework of the Indi-
an Constitution?

“I am sure the Naga people will
never accept anything but sover-
eignty,” he says. ‘‘Nothing short
of a sovereign, independent Naga
country will be acceptable to us.
There can be no solution within
the framework of the Indian Con-

stitution.”” The other point he
harps on is the integration of the
Nagas living in Myanmar. Their
population is over two million.
The Nagas in Myanmar, he says,

‘will also have to be brought into

the Naga State. After solving the
problem of integrating Indian Na-
gas into one State, the second
problem will be integrating the
Myanmarese Nagas. For this,
some other country’s interven-
tion may be necessary, he says.

The Myanmarese authorities
were now willing to have a cedse-
fire with the Khaplang group,
“but we are not willing.”

His observation about China is
interesting. He thinks China
wants Myanmar to remain a mil-
itary junta-ruled country, if it
does not become a communist
country.

But China would never like to
see Myanmar as a democratic
country.

He recalls that China had
helped them before the Cultural
Revolution and also afterwards
and feels sure that “even
they may support us”.




By Our Special Correspondent

I, JULY 4. MPs and MLAs from Manipur to-
d to take all possible steps in a democratic
and peaceful manner to pursue the demand for im-
mediate withdrawal of the extension of ceasefire
agreement between the NSCN (I-M) and the Centre
without territorial limits.

Even as the Manipur representatives held a meet-
ing, three Chief Ministers of the North-Eastern
States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya
met this evening to share notes on the extension of
ceasefire to their States.

The Assam Chief Minister, Mr. Tarun Gogoi, told
The Hindu, after the meeting that both Mr. Mukti
Mithi of Arunachal Pradesh and Mr. EW. Mawlong
of Meghalaya, were of the opinion that the States
should have been consulted by the Centre before
taking the decision.

Mr. Gogoi said the Chief Ministers plan to meet
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, tomorrow to
convey their feelings. Mr. Vajpayee has called a
meeting here on Sunday to discuss the crisis in Ma-
nipur.

Meanwhile at an emergency meeting here today,
three Manipur MPs — the Union Minister, Mr. Th.
Chouba Singh (MSCP), Mr. W. Angou Singh (Con-
gress) and Mr. Hoikhomang Haokip (NCP) — and 30
MLAgDlamed the Centre for the present crisis in the

" Northeast Chief Ministers
“discuss ceasefire extension

State on account of the decision to extend the cease-
fire to Manipur and other North-East States without
consulting and taking the consent of the State Gov-
ernment and the political leaders.

The meeting lambasted the Centre for not paying
“proper and immediate” attention to the cause of
Manipur while taking up the case of Tamil Nadu
without delay.

The meeting also resolved that in case the Centre
failed to bring about an amicable solution to the
problem being faced by Manipur on July 8, all MPs
and MLAs would launch a mass agitation in a demo-
cratic and non-violent manner and join the com-
mon people and all political parties to “save the
territorial integrity of Manipur”.

The Manipur leaders also expressed concern over
the division among the people of the State by orga-
nising separate rallies and said it might hamper the
“Save Manipur mass movement of the people.
“Manipur does not belong to any particular group or
community but it belongs to all and all are Manipu-
ris,” the leaders said while appealing to the people
to join hands.

The MLAs, who were present included the Speak-
er, Mr. & Dhanjoy Singh, the former Chief Minister

Mr. R.K. Dorendra Singh and the former Dep
Chief Minister, Dr. L. Chandramani Singh.
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HIS IS not the first time ateasefire

has been introduced in Nhgaland.

Lessons of history have not been

learnt while facts are being twisted
by some media experts, particularly the
electronic media, misleading the present
generation of Nagas and the rest of the
people of the Northeast, India and even
the world. The main intention here is to set
the record straight, to explain the short-
term and long-term effect of the recent or-
der extending the ceasefire to Naga-inhab-
ited areas of neighbouring States.

‘Sir . Akbar Hydari, then Governor of As-
sam, visited Kohima, headquarters of the
Nadga Hills district, on June 27, 28 and 29,
1947. He had long discussions with leaders
of the Naga National Council (NNC). The
result was the Nine-Point Understanding
between the Governor and the NNC. Its
main points were decentralisation of ad-
ministration to the NNC, with special pow-
ers regarding land. and its resources.

Points number six and nine need special
mention. Point six said: “The present ad-
ministrative divisions should be modified
so as (1) to bring back into the Naga Hills
district all the forests transferred to the
Sibsagar and Nowgong districts (of Assam)
in the past; (2) to bring under one unified
administrative unit, as far as possible, all
Nagas. All the areas so included would be
within the proposed agreement’.’

The administrative situation in the
Northeast at that time was that Naga Hills
was a district of Assam, so was Mizoram
known as Lushai Hills, present Meghalaya
consisted of two districts Khasi and Jaintia
Hills and Garo Hills. Arunachal Pradesh
was then the North East Frontier Agency,
technically a part of Assam but adminis-
tered by the Governor through an Adviser.
Manipur and Tripura were princely states.
Changing the borders of the districts of As-
sam “as far as possible” (according to the
Understanding) would have posed no
problem. I do not think, at that time, any-
one thought of touching Manipur, then
under the Maharaja

The ninth point of the Understanding
was ‘“at the end of ten years the Naga
Council will be asked whether they require
the above agréement to be extended for a
further period or a new agreement regard-
ing the future of the Naga people arrived
at”. There was vehement opposition from

By Murkot Ramunny

one section of the NNC. To this minority,
the ninth point meant “‘the Naga right to
self-determination at the end of the agree-
ment period”. Seeing that the majority of
the members had been persuaded, the*
then Deputy Commissioner, Sir Charles
Pawsey, and P. F. Adains, Secretary to the
Governor, both British ICS officers, put the
issue to vote. The agreement was approved
by a small ma)orlty Negotiations ended,
with the opposmon snll protesting.

independence”’. The Prime Minister ac-
cepted the proposal for setting up a cen-
trally administered unit with Naga Hills
district and Tuensang Frontier Division of
the then NEFA, which was also centrally
administered through the Governor. The
new unit came into being on December 1,
1957.

This administration continued for about
two years, while the Naga Peoples Conven-
tion consolidated its position and from

If the Government of Indm gives in on small

 matters, the militants expect to gain the
. upper hand on bigger issues.

The Nine-Point Agreement was sent to
Nehru saying ‘“The ten year period ehvi-
saged in this understanding will promote
integration of the hills and plains. With a
sympithetic _policy, financial assistance,
and right type of administrative officers,
this could be achieved”. Nehru's reply was
“I congratulate you on the success you
have achieved. The note on the discussion

- and understanding arrived at Kohima will

be sent to the Constituerit Assembly”’.

The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution
dealing with the tribal people of the North-
east formed them into District Councils
but gave them all the powers, in fact more
than that envisaged in the Agreement, the
Understanding was, however, not men-
tioned anywhere.

The point to note is that Governor Hyda-
ri's discussion, the Agreement, or the Con-
stitution did not concede that contiguous
areas would be added to Nagaland. It was
just a pious wish according to point six of
the Agreement, ‘‘to bring under one uni-
fied administrative unit as far as possible
all Nagas”. To say that in 1947, India had
promised all contiguous Naga-inhabited

- areas would be incorporated in Nagaland

is incorrect. Nehru met the moderate Naga
leaders who organised the Naga People’s
Convention on September 25, 1957, and
told them “The Government of India was
prepared to consider changes in the ad-
ministrative setup in the Naga areas,
which may involve changes in the Consti-
tution. The Government were not pre-

October 22 to 26, 1959, met and passed “a
sixteen-point resolution to form the basis
of negotiation with the Government of In-
dia for the final Naga political settlement’".
This has been misinterpreted by some
media (particularly private electronic
media) that this was a ‘“Sixteen-Point
Agreement’’ and that it included a Consti-
tutional guarantee for including neigh-
bouring  Naga-inhabited areas in
Nagaland. :

The Naga delegation met the Prime
Minister on July 26, 1960, and when the
first resolution —:*The territories of
NHTA, and any other Naga area which
may hereafter come under it shall form a
state within the Indian union, known as
Nagaland’’ — was read, the Prime Minister
said ““Yes it shall be a state within the Indi-
an union” but added ‘‘Regarding the ques-
tion of other areas, which may hereafter
come under it, we do not know which ar-
eas will come. You do not want to be part
of another State, while it is a State".

Each one of the 16 points of the resolu-
tion was read and there were agreements
on some; on some like “There shall be a
council of six Ministers and three Deputy
Ministers”, the reply was that the Consti-
tution does not lay down the number of

Ministers. This is given as an examplé’ ‘tof"'
“16-Point Agree-
ment” but a resolution consisting of 16"

show that it was not a

points, some of which were accepted,

some did not need acceptance, and some -

were rejected. Point number 12 of the res-

pared for - any scheme based on olution was for transfer of reserve forests
Ti’“;i: ioatl ‘L

The ceasefire with the Nagas

which had gone to Assdm. The Prime Min-
ister’s reply was “‘This is a complicated is-
sue. The Government of India cannot

. decide unilaterally since Assam Govern-

ment was involved. They have to be con-
sulted”.

Point number 13 of the resolution said
“The other Naga tribes inhabiting the ar-
eas contiguous to the present Nagaland
can join that State, if they so desire”. At the
detailed discussion at the official level, re-
garding the 13th point, the delegation was
told, “When a State was formed, areas
have to be precisely given. If there were to
be any additions Articles 3 and 4 of the

~ . Conistitution have to be followed”? These

articles indicate that the President has to
refer to the Legislature concerned.

The present fear of Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh are of short-term and
long-term nature. The short-term implica-
tion is of law and order which is a State
subject. Going by the ground rules agreed
by the Government, camps of the NSCN
will not be attacked. Other militants when
chased could take refuge along with the
Naga groups,*in their camps or in their
villages. Militants of other States will get a
boost, assistance and refuge.

The long-term danger is the NSCN de-
manding ‘‘greater Nagaland”. This was
prevented up till now. According to the
NSCN leaders, at present the problem
does not come up. They do not vouch for
the future. The NSCN (I-M) general secre-
tary, Mr. T. Muivah, has a personal inter-
est. He belongs to the Thankul tribe of
Manipur; his village is in that district of
Manipur. There has been relative peace in
Thankul area. We have to see what will
happen when he moves freely there.

The lesson is that if the Government of
India gives in on small matters, the mil-
itants expect to gain the upper hand on
bigger issues. At one stage during the ““ces-
sation of operations” in the 1960s, the

_Prime Minister was asked to go to Calcutta

Airport and meet the Naga militants. In-

. dira Gandhi refused, and asked them to
_ come and meet her in her office. They did.
<Today the representative of the Prime

Minister, a former Home Secretary, travels

‘to foreign countries to meet them.
- (The writer, an IAS officer, retired as Advisgr

to the Governor of Nagaland.)
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‘l was only trymg to g|ve Mampur a stable govt’

} Sapan Dhananjoy Singh has made dubious history

by becoming the first assembly speaker since the

i-defection law was enacted to stake claim for

chief ministership. Though he withdrew his claim

INE
k

| Why are so many defections take place
in Manipur? Why is the assembly so frac-

. tured?. 7

.I.AM the speaker.. The defections
take place among the MLAs, I am only
here t@ recognise or not recognise groups

_when they split from each other. It will
not_beproper for me to comment more. 1
to dowith what happensin-

" M yonheeame an active player even
as speaket; you dabbled in factional poli-
tics, you staked a claim...

“YES, but not because I wanted to.
What can 1 do if so many MLAs pres-
suriss md & become the Chief Minister?
They have been coming to my place for
“the lastthfee months and mounting pres-

sure.onme. What can I do? Iam also an -

MLAin addition to being speaker, I also

. have’ a:pohﬁcal life,a pohtlcal future.

;. But‘ ln the end you didn’t have the
As ,)mhpay were pressuring you.
nigny things happen in politics, so

withdresw at the last moment?

Isn’t lt true that you wooed MlLAs,
hat you. held a camp of defectors at your
Eresidence? . .. .

7 MY house is opento all MLAs and,it
shouldbe ‘What can I doif MLAs want to
come to my official residence? Should I
put aban on their entry?

%@yt\yxsts and futns. What can I do if

n Do you think it was wrong of you to
have staked claim for Chief Ministership
without resigning as speaker?

or lack of numbers, he remains unconvinced that

the requ:rements of impartiality as speaker, and
the fact that his office is vested with quasi judicial

* powgrs, should have prevented him bidding for

power. He spoke to SANKARSHAN THAKUR

NO, it has happened in the past. b

M But that was before the anti-defectio
law came, then the speaker did not have
the powers they now have.

THERE are lots of allegations that I
misused my chair to get a majority of
MLAs behind me, all that is not true, not
true at all. How can any speaker do any-
thing unless the MLAs themselves want
to defect? People defect in Manipur, no-

-body can stop them.
‘W Why do ‘you think they defect so

much? Why are so many government
toppled? -

ASK the ML As, don’ t -ask me. I know
people are saying I played a role in top-
pling the Koijam Ministry. I did not, the
MLAs did. The Government was voted
out on the floor of the house. How cana
speaker prevent thaty"

Bl There are allegations that a lot of
money changes hands in Manipur, which
is why. govemments are falling all the
time:

NO, no, not true at all. Mampur is
such a poor state, where will the money
come from? People change parties be-
cause they are fed up with inefficient gov-
ernments. The people want results, so
their MLAs keep on trying. One Govern-

ment, another government, then another :

Govemment like that.

" M You don’t think-it is an unhealthy

trend?
LISTEN, what can I do'if MLAs want
tosplit andform 'sepatate_ gropps_fl Thatis

COEEL

“Mampur is such a poor state, where wnII the
money come from? People change parties
because they are fed up with inefficient
-governments. They want results, so their
MLAs keep on trying. One Government,
another government, then another
GOVernment like that »

politics. As far as I'am concerned, I did
not do any such thing in the recent prob-
lems. I'could have done some things be-
cause I have certain powers as speaker,
but did I do them? Koijam is blaming me

‘also but why could henot control thc BJP

which is his party’s ally? They toppled his

government, not I.

B What do you see happening now?
LET us see what happens. Maybe after

some time there will be another.govern-

ment, people want a popular government

and maybe after a little time, the MLAs "

will get together and do something con-
structive for the state.

H So you are against fresh elections?

ABSOLUTELY, why have elections?
The ML Aswill find away, lam sure, like-
minded parties will get together and find a
solution to the current impasse. There is
no need to dissolve the assembly.
M And are you in the race?

THERE is no race at the moment

(laughs), I tell you clearly, I did not have -

the right number of MLAs eventually,

even though all the time they had been-

telling me to stake a claim and promising
me that they will support. Actually, I was
not in the race the last time also. It is only
the MLAs who kept coming to my house
and pleading with me-and forcing me.
That is why I agreed to finally stake a
claim, No otherwise: I did notwant to be-
céme Chief Minister. I am already the
speaker. .

I So are you saying you will not be in the
race when efforts resume to form agov-
ernment?

IAMonly talking about now. Iam not

" in the race now because there is no race.

About the future, only time will tell. I can-
not promise I'will not try again. After all,
my aim is good and noble. I am only try-
ing to give Manipur a much needed sta-
ble government, - *

For the moment, I don’t want to re-
sign from the speakership. The Governor
asked me to resign before staking claim.
But I took legal opinign. I do not have to
resign. Some people want me to resign.
They are the ones blaming for toppling
their government.

But ask Radhabinod (Koijam) what

he did when he himself was toppling the
Nipamacha government a few months
back. Now he is complaining about bemg

toppled (laughs).
B What happened during the toppling

- of the Nipamacha Singh Government?

did you side with Koijam then. -

NO, nothing like that, nothmg unfair.
Just pohtlcs you know how it is, MLAs
defected, the government lost its majority

and it fell. The same thing has happened _

now, why blame me?

efore the imposition of President’s rule, most partles and.
oliticians in Manipur were running scared of the Assembly’s
. dissolution and wanted it kept under suspended animation. The
| teaspn‘7 All of them believe that, given time, they could cobble a
government of their respective choices from the current mess on the
assembly floor. Although they will not admit it at the moment thetwo

RK. DORENDRA SINGH: The
BIP leader and royal farnily section who led
the toppling game. Elected ona Manipur
People’s Party (MPP) ticket in 1974. Became
Assembly speaker the same year. (Misjused
his powers to engineer defections and skit-

_ tled the R K. Ranbir
Singh Government to
become Chief Minister.

. ingtheemetgency. Left
. the Congresstojointhe
| Janata Party after the
emergency. Joined the
Congress again in 1980.
‘Was briefly considered
as Ambassador to Norway for loyalties
shown to Indira Gandhi during the early
1980s but the posting never came about. Left
Congress in 1994 upon being denied leader-
ship of the legislature party. J omed BIPin
1998.

NIPAMACHA SINGH: Elected to
the Assembly for thefirst time on a Congress
ticket in 1980. Defected to the Congress (S)
the following year but came bickto the par-
ent party within months. Split the Congress
alongwith Th. Chouba Singh and current
Assembly Speaker S. Dhananjoy Singhin
1997. Toppled the Rishatfg Keishing Gov-

i ernment and became Chief Mlmster as

: CMinFebruary.

'BOROBABU SINGH: Currentlyin

parties most keen on forming a government once the current heat
between them has dissipated are the toppler and the toppled: the

- and the Samata Party. And given the past of Manipur’s pohtlc§ and 'l
politicians, it isn’t inconceivable that bitter foes of the recent past will |
become friends in future, Sankarshan Thakur gives a brief rundown
on the chequered careers of the leading lights of Manipur politics.

Joined the Congresdur-  : ‘
! Partyleader and toppled Chief Minister. A
: formeradvocate, he became anindependent
1 MLA n 1984.Joined the Congress soonaf-
i terandbecame Deputy |
! CMinthe Rxshang
¢ Keishing Government.
{ Sackedin 1996 by
" ¢ Keishingandexpelled
{ from Congress for plot-
i tingagainst the govern-
¢ ment. Floated anon-
i political organisation .
: called Manipur Con-
: gress Forum. Rejoined Congressin 11997and :
i became leader of the opposition in the State
: Assembly.

! leader of the newly formed Manipur State
 CongressParty (MSCP). Split the MSCP

! again in December 2000, though he contin-
{ uedtoremain Chief Minister. Currently

} leads the MSCP(N) faction in the assembly
: andisbelieved tobe eager tojoin theCon-

: gress.

RADHABINOD KOILJAM: Sanata

Elected to the Assembly againin 200000

i aCongress ticket. Was CLP Jeader. Defected
: fromthe Congress inJanuary 2001 with ten
: MLAstojoin the Samata party. Toppled the ~
¢ ‘Nipamacha Singh Government and became -

TH. CHOUBA SINGH: MP from

! inner Manipur and Central Minister of State

¢ for Food Processing. elected to the Assembly :

i in1974 ona Congressticket. Joined the MPP

! inthe mid-seventies and had abrief spell in

: the Janata Party before rejouung the Con-

} gress. Defected from Congressin 1997 along

i with Nipamacha Singh and contributed to

! the toppling of the Keishing Ministry. Split

{ from Nipamacha Singh in December 2000to

i form the MSCP(C). The son of a fisherman,

g+ Chouba Singh is believed to have become
¢ oneof Manipux"s wealthiest politicians.

S. DHANANJOY SINGH: Speaker
of the current Assembly. First elected at 1995
i onanMPP ticket. Defected to the Congress

in 1996, Split the Congress in 1997 and top-

: pled the Keishing Government along with

i Nipariracha Singh and Thouba Singh. Re-

+ mains in the MSCP and refuses to recognise
: either the Nipamacha or Thoubafactionson i
i the floorof the House. Had staked claim to

¢ Chief Ministership as speaker. Declined to

i+ quit his key perch despite the advice of Gov-

ernor Ved Marwah, chose to withdraw his

i claim to power instead. Openly plays host to |
S defectors at his official residence butinsisthe
! fewmonthseach.

! doesnothingwrong,

BIJE, and among the ringleaders of the plot to-
¢ topple the Koijam Government. First
¢ elected in 1990 on'an MPP ticket. Became

¢ ment and eamned nationwide notoriety as the

i only presiding officer of a legistative house |

: evertohave beensummoned by the ’

¢ Supreme Court. Borobabu is alleged to have i
¢ ‘misused the Speaker’s Office to disqualify

spedker during R K. Ranbir Singly’s Govern-

MLAs in the midst of a toppling game. The
courts overruled Borobabu Singh but he de-

{ clined torestore the membership of MLAs,
i earningasevere rap from the Apex Court.

There are perhapis only two among Ma-
nipur’ssenior leaderswho have resisted

i switching sides over the years. Former Chief

i Minister and congressleader Risinang Keish-
¢ inghasbeen in the party since 1962, aconsis-
tency record that will take some breaking.

: The other is MPP leader O Joy Singh .He first

came as an MPP MILA in 1974 and hasnever

i switched sides, even though that has meant

: spending 90 per cent of his political career in

: the Opposition benches. O Joywas a minister
i inthejust toppled Koijam Ministry, only his

! third stint in office. Like this one, both previ-

ous ministerial terms for O Joy lasted only a/

|
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Unplug the Enron row

TT’S high time the Government of India intervenes in the
Dabhol standoff and thrashes out a solution. It’s understand-
able that the Maharashtra government, or for that matter any
state government, cannot afford to buy power at an exorbi-
tant rate of Rs 6.50 per unit. At the same time, it will send neg-
ative signals to the entire world and potential investors if En-

the Indo-US relations as the Enron owner happenstobe a
close friend of President Bush. On the other hand, Enron
finds itself on astrong legal wicket as its contract with the Ma-
harashtra government is heavily tilted in the US giant’s

favour, It will be very difficult for the state government to find
faults in a contract, which was considered and reconsidered by
two successive governments and was finalised after getting
scrapped thrice. Those ministers and bureaucrats who fi-
nalised the deal knowing fully well that the cost of power
‘would fiffctuate with naptha’s market price, should be made

for which the Government of Ifidia is providing counter war-

gas-based power for which plants have been already set up.
Maharashtra government says it cannot buy this 1,400 MW
and its fawyers are trying to find loopholes in the contract to
comer Enron in the Court of Law. Their key objection s that
Enron is not being able to live up to the contract commitment
of providing emergency power supply at three hours’ notice.

Butwe should not lose sight of the key issue. After all, India

ron ispushed out of business. It can also have some bearingon -

. accountable for their decision. At present, the Dabhol Power .
Corporation is producing 670 MW of naptha-based power

ranty. In the second phase, DPC will produce 1,400 MW of |

needs power and the
Government has
stopped mvesung in
power plants since 1991,
One should also realise
that no Indian investor
has the capacity to set up
plants of 2000 MW ca-
pacity. A middle path

Front Foot

| SR 1125 t0 be adopted so that
‘Rajeev Shukla

we can let Enron do busi-

ness without jeopardis-
-ing our national interest.
Unfortunately, a Congress government in Maharashtra, a
Shiv Sena minister in the Union Power Ministry and a man
not known for proactive recards at the helm of acommission
looking into the issuc — all these have complicated the tangle.
The Union Power Ministry has put the ball in the Finance
Ministry'scourt. But the Finance Ministry issupposed to only
provide couster warranty. Still the solution plan submitted by
Finance Secretary Ajit Kumar to the Union Cabinet hasbeen
the most feasible formula offered till date. Kurnar proposed

- that the NTPC and the Power Trading Corporation should

buy the additional 1400 MW of power from DPC. Gas based
power comes cheaper and Dhabol itself has assured thatonce
its plants start prodycing 92 per cent of its capacity, power will
be offered at a much cheaper rate of about less than Rs 4 per
unit, This rate would suit everybody as all the state govern-

mentssell electricity to industries at Rs 4.50 per unit.

Changing places /

FIVE key vacancies at the secretary level yrll/ be created this
June. The 1967 batch of IAS officers are likely to be accom-

« modated in this process. Persofinel secretary B.B. Tandon
‘has become-Election Commission member. Industrial de-
velopment secretary Piyush Mankad is moving to Asian De-
velopment Bank. Petroleum secretary P. Shankar will take
charge as chief secretary, Tamil Nadu. The secretaries to ba-
si¢ education departmient and National Productivity Coun-
cil are retiring. Hectic lobbying is expected particularly for
*the lucrative petroleum portfolio and the personnel that
controls CBI matters. The post of secretary to PMOis al-
ready vacant and no suitable candidate has been found yet.
The PM is likely to take his time before making this ap-
pointment.

BJP versus babus

THE BJP rank and file is upset over the appointment of
Govemnors, They feel the Government has been unneces-
sarily handpicking bureaucrats despite having a large
number of senior leaders like J P Mathur, Ashwini Kumar
and others available for this purpose. While several bu-
reaucrats have been rewarded with Governors’ posts, the
BJP has accommodated only a few party veterans like
Sunder Singh Bhandari, Kedar Nath Sahni till date. It has
been a Congress tradition to induct out-of-Parliament se-
nior leaders in Governors’ posts. The BJP rank and file,
for a change, insists that the party goes the Congress way
and honours its senior leaders.

R
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| has actually invited Pakistan’s military leader ft
outstanding issues, including Jammu and

General Pervez Mushartaf doesn’t
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 AnyW ;_rrmm

, Nwembﬁr 1999 andspltmad

pmm&atmﬂmmomhs,hereatm& ‘

- | with India, let alone one provoked by |
| form process (especially on the sconx
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