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nipur  State Congress  Party
{Chaoba) pulting cut the Progres-
sive Democratic Alliance, in

which it had 10 legislators.
This in the wake of last ditch

Sapam Dhananjoy himself, who
ciaimed stake to form a govern-

fortnight now.
With this recent development,

Congress Party’'s (NCP) two,

{ the Speakerwhowas electedona
MSCP uicket. In the meanwhile,
Manipur’'s Speaker Sapam

! by the Governor, Ved Prakash

|
{ goverament in Manipur, was told
1

{ Marwah to resign from his post as

i there was a constitutional prob-
i leminhisclaim to form a ministry

|
i
i inthe state, a release from the Raj
i Bhavan said.

: Dhananjoy called on the Gov-
: ernor this evening and sought one

more day to submit the list of his

* supporters, which he dlaimed was
32 in number, since some of the
ML Aswere still outside Manipur.
The Gavernor on his part, ex- -
plained to Dhananjoy that as per
the Tenth Schedule of the Consti-
tution, the Speaker exercised
quast-judicial powers, and it
would be against the spirit of the
Constitution for the speaker to
take over the leadership of a
group of MILLAs. He shid most of
the MSCP (C) MLAs including
former Deputy Chief Minister
Chandramani Singh, K Govindas,
Hangkhalian and H Lokhon
Singh were with him though
MSCP(C} Presideni, Chaoba
Singh announced that MSCP(C} -
i had withdrawn from Progressive

» Democratic Alliance,

efforts by Assembly Speaker

ment in the puzzling power gam-
bling, going on in the state fora

the PDA now has only six legisla-
torswith the Federal Party of Ma-
nipur's two MILAs, Nationalist

Janata Dal {(Loken)sone, besides

Dhananjoy, who was the most re-
I cent 1o stake his claim to form a
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THE LEADERS OF the BIP and the Samata party
may have agreed to “forget” the Manipur devel-
opments and decided to “stay oul’” of any exer-
cise leading towards the formation of a new
Government in the State. The “agreement’” may
have put an end to the crisis that was haunting
the National Democratic Atliance (NDA) at the
Centre. It Is another matter that the BJP as a
party had ended up denving (o itself the pros-
pect of "power” in another State. Meanwhile,
the party’s high command will only have 10 pre-
pare itself for a split in its Manipur unit and the
prospect of a large number ol its legislators pro-
ceeding to form a Government of their own. In
the event of such a development, the BJP leaders
will have only themselves to blame. After all, the
26-strong BJP legislature party in Manipur con-
sists of at least 20 MLAs who joined the BJP after
the February 2000 polls to the Assembly. The BJP
had won in only six constituencies. And Mr, Rad-
habinod Koijam was the lone Samata Party MLA
at that time. Mr. Koijam was sworn in Chiel Min-
ister {with five more MLAs joining the party after
the polis) with the support of the 26 MLAs who
came to constitute the BJP legislature party in
the State. Instability, in this sense, was built into
the Koijam Ministry from the start.

This being the ground reality in Manipur,
the sequence of events leading to the fall of the
Koijam Ministry {after the Chief Minister and his
Council of Ministers lost the confidence vote in
the 60-member Legislative Assembly) could not
have caused such ripples in the normal course,
The ranks of the BJP legislature party in Manipur
could not have swelled, from six to 26, without
Mr. R. K. Dorendra Singh working hard towards
becoming Chief Minister. And the BJP high com-
mand did nogHing alt these days to dissuade Mr.
Singh (a leader of the Congress-l for several
years) fpefm trying o dislodge Mr. Koijam. And if
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Mr. Jana Krishnamurthy and his aidgs are now
seeking to distance themselves from Mr. Singh
and others in Manipur, it is only becAuse they
have heen forced by the Samata Party, an impor-
tant constituent in the NDA, to do so, Indeed,
the Samata Party leaders too cannol be under
any illusion about what could be the fate of the
writ by the BJP high command. There are reports
of a good number of the BIP MLAs having “elect-
ed” a new leader (in place of Mr. Dorendra
Singh) and preparing to parade before the Mani-
pur Governor, Mr. Ved Marwaly, and stake claim
to form the Government. The Samata Party and
the BIP leaders in Delhi cannot wish away the
political culture that they themselves contrib-
uled to create in the State. Shifting of loyalties hy
MLAs has indeed been the rule rather than the
exception in the region over the years. And par-
lies cutting across the spectrum have encour-
aged this in the past to their own “advantage”.

Be that as it may, there are reports of the
NDA’s paolitical leadership looking forward to the
crisis in Manipur dragging on for some more
time and then placing the State under Central
rule. Such a course will not only be improper {for
after all this will only be another instance of
abuse of Article 356 of the Constitution) but will
also contribule to the further weakening of the
party systern in the Northeast. [+ may be true that
such a step will serve as a lace-saver tor the Sa-
mata Party, Bul then, one would expect Mr. Ge-
orge [Fernandes and his colleagues in the Samata
Party to desist from looking for such “immedi-
ate” gains. It is important that they realise, at
least now, thal the root cause for the crisis in
Manipur (and in other States in the region) has
been the urge among the “leaders” from Delhi 10
interfere in the affairs of governance in the re-
gion, denying to the political platforms in the
region cven a semblance of autonomous spacs
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Gogoi to play
card to stamj

From P.P. Singh
GUWAHAT 26 MAY
TRESSING THE link between
economic development and
curbing of militancy, Assam
chief minister Tarun Gogoi told
state government offidals to give
utmost priority to removal of
insurgency in the state.

In a meeting with district com-
missioners (DCs) and superinten-
dents of police (5Ps) of the state,
Mr Gogoi emphasised the impor-
tance of quality intelligence and
urged security officials to improve
the network of intelligence
gathering.

Addressing newsmen after the
meeting, Mr Gogoi said: “The
menace of terrorism has to be
dealt with firnly and the possibili-
ty of any ethnic and communal
trouble has 1o be kept under abso-
lute check.”

Mr Gogoi said his government
will give top priority to develop-
ment as without improving the

,{YEQ’%

Gogoi: Terror firma

economy it is not possible to tack-
le the insurgency problem.

He said he was worried by the
economic disparities between dif-
ferent regions of the state and
added his government will work
hard to develop the tribal areas.

Mr Gogoi said the aime graph
in the state has gone up while at
the same time the number of con-
victions has come down. He said

deveIOpmentjb
p out msurgencs}

the economic policies should be
directed at the poor to restore
their faith on the administration.

Meanwhile, on the flood prob-
lem in the state, the state finance
and revenue minister Devanand
Konwar said there will be a con-
tinuos survey of existing embank-
ments of the vulnerable areas to
prevent last-minute disasters. He
said 19 of the 23 districts were
effected by the floods, covering
3,474 villages. The floods had hit
36.08 lakh people with 32 people
losing their lives.

Mr Konwar said Rs 4.79 lakh
was spent for providing relief,
while Rs 1.57 crore was sanc-
tioned for rehabilitation grants. He
said during the current financial
year the corpus under Calamity
Relief Fund has been fixed at Rs
106.56 crore, which is not ade-
quate to rebuild the various roads
and bridges damaged by recepy’
floods, unless additional allo
is made by the Centre.
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Imphal, June 26

THOUSANDS OF people. includ-
ing Nagas took out a procession
defying prohibitory orders on
Tuesday as women cantinued sit-
in protests af several parts of
Manipur Valley against the
extension of the ceasefive, offi-
cial sources saud.

Thousands of people gathered
at Pangei area in Imphal East
district before marching in a
huge procession through the
area in protest against the cease-
fire.

Hundreds of Nagas, particu-
larly  those belonging to
Tangkhul community to which
NSCN (1-M) general secretary.
Thuingaleng Muivah, belongs,
also joined the procession carry-
ing placards with messages like
“We oppose ceasefire extension
to Manipur”™.

Angry vouths shouting “We
sacrifice  for protection of
Manipur territory”. “Withdraw
ceasefire”, “Wwe say no to cease-
fire”™. ’

Several vouths had messages

like “We fight NSCN(I-MD™, “Save
Manipur”, “Know historv of
Manipur” written on their
chests,

Hardly any police or paramiii-
tary personnel were deploved
along the route of the procession
nor was anvone picked up for
defving the prohibitory orders,
the sources said.

Thevy said, participation of the
Nagas showed that the ceasefire
extension was opposed by all sec-
tions of the people of Manipur,
which has a 2000 vear-old written

HT PHCIC

Manipuri Nagas are the latesr to join the pan-regional protests against the extension of tre Naga ceasefire area
outside Nagaland. This phaotograph shows students in Assam protesting against the truce extension.

history.

Reports said sit-in protests by
women were reparted from sev-
eral parts of Manipur Valley
including Yumnam Huidrom,
Malom, Nambol, Kongba and
other places in Imphal East and

West districts where prohibitory
orders are in place.

At Trengbam in Imphal West-

district, several youths shaved
their head as a mark of protest
against the ceasefire extension,
reports from Bishenpur said.

The reports said ~ecurity has
heen imensified along NH 33
imphal-Jiribam-Silchar follow-
ing treguent roadblocks at differ-
ent places (here 10 profest
apainst the ceasefire.

PTI
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 26. A delegation ot
MPs and MEAs from Manipur to-
dav called on the President, Mr.
K.R. Narayanan, and urged him o
put pressure on the Cenfre to
withdraw the extension of the
ceasefire with the NSCN(I-M) to
their State. A,(‘D . \’>

The 42-member  delegation,
which included the Union Minis-
ter, Mr. Chaoba Singh, submitted
to Mr. Narayanan a copy of the
memuorandum  which they had
given to the Prime Minister carli-
er. The tearmn spent nearly an hour
explaining the prevailing situa-
tion and their stand on the issue.

Talking to reporters, the lcaders
of the delegation said Mr. Naraya-
nan had expressed the hope that
prace would be restored and that
they would be able to allay the
fcars of the people.

The delegatinn also called on
the NCP gencral- secretary and
former Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr.
P.A. Sangma. Lo a statement, Mr.
Sangma suggested that like in the
case of Kashmir, the Government
should appoint an “experienced
and credible’” political interlocu-
tar for issues relating to the north-
¢ast, including the Naga ceasefive.

Mr. Sangma urged the Centre
to lake necessary steps and not to
“open the Pandora's box " of “ter-
ritory’” even unwittingly. “The
earlier the Naga ceasefire is div-
ested by the Government. de fac-
to, of its extra territorial
impiications and dimensions the
hetter.”

He said the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister were reported
ta have assured that the issues

et President

/‘

Manipur MLAs addressing presspersons after meeting
he President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, at Rashtrapathi Bhavan
? in New Delhi on Tuesday. — Photo: S. Arneja

arising out of the ceasefire would
be feviewed and that the territo-
rial integrity of Manipur and oth-
er northeastern States would be
maintained. " Nonetheless, an en-
vironment of suspicion, appre-
hension and resentment has been
spreading in the northeast be-
yoril Manipur as welk. The ap-
proach of the Government is seen
as one af drift.”

‘Muivah statement
unfortunate’

P11, UNI report:

In Guwahati, the Samaia Party
leader, Mr. George Fernandes,
rermed the NSCN{I-M} supremo,
Mr. T. Muivah's latest statement
on the ceasefire as “unfortunare’™.

Talking (0 presspersons here,
Mr. Fernandes urged the people
of Manipur to repose trust on the
repeated assirances of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, on the ceasefire. He said
there was no casy way out of the
Crisis.

The NDA partners would dis-

cuss the fallout ot the Centre's de
cision hefore the nest session o
Parfiament.
Compensation refused

The Bereaved families of the 14
people. killed in Manipur vio-
lence today decided not o accept
any cornpensation offered by the
Governor, Mr. Ved Prakash Mar-
wah. The representatives of the
bercaved families held a meeting
here and decided not 10 accept
the offer till the extension of cea-
sefire in revoked, a spokesman of
the newly-formed committee on
martyrs ol the territorial integrity
of Manipur teld reporters.
National Games boycott

The National Games cham-

pion, Manipur, has decided notto !

participate in the sixth Mationat
Games 1o be held in Punjab in
September. The Manipur Olym-
pic Association  (MOAY  an-
nounced that it the Centre faited
to revoke the extension of the cea-
sefire hefore the commencerment
of the sixth National Games, Ma-
nipur would not participate.

-




"Merge Manipur -

areas WlthiN
ea

By Nirmalya Banerjee

The Times of India News Service
SENAPATI {Manipur): The district
hospital here boasts of an opera-
tion theatre, but one that cannot
function because there are no sur-
geons or anaesthetists, the X-ray
machine is just another piece of fur-
niture in the abscoce of X-ray
plates and blood groupings cannot
be done as reagents are not sup-
plied regularly.

This and deprivation of other
kinds are adding to the sense of
alienation among the Nagas living
in the hill areas of Manipur, says
United Naga Council president
K.S. Paul Leo. “Itis one reason why
we want the Naga-dominated arcas
of Manipur to be a part of Naga-
tand. If we have to beg for cvery ne-
cessily of life, it is better thatl we do
so from our own brothers.”

Lack of healthcare, education
and employment facilitics are some
of the main problems faced by Na-
gas in Manipur, *Discrimination in
employment is a major problem.
Job reservations are not imple-
mented properly. When the village
folk fall sick, they have to be car-
ried on backs of people to Senapati
as there are neither hospitals nor
roads in the villages. Teachers from
the valley are supposed to come
and teach mathematics, science and
Hindi in schools, but as they avoid

coming, the schools have to go 7

without teachers. For college edu-
cation, we have to send our chil-
dren o distant places.”

In fact, the approach to the dis-
crigt hospital is through a narrow
‘ootpath that turns muddy during
he monsoon. Tuberculosis is a ma-
or health hazard and, according to

21 K.H. Yule, a laboratory for spu- |

um examination had been set up
mder the revised national tubercu-
osis conirol programme, but all
hat the laboratory is equipped
vith is an empty room. Therc is a
nicroscope, but it does not work,
ays hospital superintendent Dr O.
sorhoe Mao,

Senapati district is inhabited by
2ven Naga tribes — Poumai, Mao,
Taram, Thangal, Zeliang, Chiru
nd Kharam — and, according 10
Ir Leo, its residents welcome the

aland

der

extension of the ceasefire to the
Naga- dominated arcas of Ma-
nipur. They also dream of having all
the Naga-inhabited areas under
one administrative unit. “Nagas
want to live together,” he says. Mr
Leo agrecs, however, that itis not a
practical idea to try to integrate all
the Naga-inhabited arcas of Myan-
mar in a similar way. “That can be
the second phase,” he says.

Mr Leo also agrecs that some
Nagas living in the Imphal valley
do not like the idea of extension of
the ceasefire as this may lead to
their shifting from places where
they have been living for genera-
tions. “Problems will be there, but
for that the national interest cannol
be compromised,” he says. “The in-
tegration cannet be shelved be-
causc of the presence of a few Na-
gas in the Imphal valley.”

In any case, the extension of the
ceasefire issue has been “blown out
of proportion™. he says.*Tt 1s to fa-
cilitate discussions. Talks cannot go
on without a ceasefire.” According
to Mr Leo, therc have becn a few
skirmishes between the security
forces and the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muiv-
ah) in Manipur and Assam gven af-

the ceascfire was ¢ifective only in
Nagaland.
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Sulfa wracked by bickering in the ranks

Utpal Parashar
Guwahati, June 25 };( % \

AT A time when members of the
over 7,000-strong contingent of
surrendered Ulfa (Sulfa) are
faced with threat to their lives, -
the group ridden with factional-
ism is slowly disintegrating
when unity among the ranks is
most essential.

Thursday's massacre at Moran
in Upper Assam in which 12
Sulfa members were shot by sus-

Ulfa militanis has created
a 1ft among Sulfa members and
have brought to the fore under-
cuyrents of long-standing rivalry
among some senior leaders.
Barely 24 hours after the mas-
sacre, Jayvanta Hazarika, a senior
Sulfa leader from Sibsagar
sought Ulfa’s apology for the
operations that he along with
other surrendered militants had
carried out against the banned
outfit. “We have committed sev-
eral blunders in the past. We

appeal the public and the Ulfa
leadership to pardon us and
enable us to lead normal lives,”
said Hazarika.

The two-year-old Asom Jativa
Mohasabha (AJM), the umbrella
organisation of all Sulfa mem-
bers, which had recently decided
to float a political party, is alsoon
the verge of collapse. Several
seniar leaders have dissociated
themselves from the organisa-
tion to start new gnes.

Former Ulfa publicity secre-

tary-Sunil Nath, who had recent-
lv severed his ties with AJM has
started the Kamrup District for-
mer Ulfa Workers’ Coordination
Committee. Another leader Jugal
Kishore Mahanta plans to revive
the Asom Vikas Manch, an
organisation started two vears
ago. Addressing a press confer-
ence on Saturday, Nath had
claimed AJM's split and cited dif-
ferences of opinion among mem-
bers as the main reason behind
the gplit.

HE HINDUST Aly 1ot



“Ceasefire protest finds echo i

HT Correspondent
Imphal, June 25

SEVERAL MANIPURI organisa-
tions in Bangladesh have taken
strong exception fo statements
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vaipayvee and Union Home Min-
ister L K Advani on reviewing
the extension of NSCN (IM)
ceasefire outside Nagaland.
Naga organisations in Manipur
too have pressed Central leaders
against taking the move.

On the ether hand, opposing
the extension of NSCN (IM)-Gov-
ernment of India ceasefire to
areas heyvond Nagaland, particu-
larly in Assam, Manipur and

Arunachal Pradesh, various
-

the release added.

SECURITY FORCES WARN NSCN (I;M)

1
SECURITY FORCES have charged NSCM (1-M) with viciating the ceasefire
ground rules daspite their assurance o abida by it to ensure continuance of i
an effective ceasefire, Citing the iatest violation. a defence refease in Kohima :
on Monday alleged. on June 23, a group of NSUN cadres in uniferm number-
ing (00 led by three self-styled officer entered Nagaland from Manipur via :
Tenning and Peren by hijacking two vehicles at gun point. Security forees |
stoppetd the vehicles for a routing check but the NSCN activities did not pay :
any heed. Security forces warned them to abide by the ground rutes of the 1
ceasefire and refrain from any action detrimental 10 peace eise security forces :
wenld take necessary action 1o ensure that ground rules were not violated, e

PTI

organisations in Bangladesh
said that unless the decision was
reviewed soen it would lead to
Manipur's disintegration. These
organisations have also strongly

rondemned the CRPF firing at
Imphal on June 18 that left 14 per-
sons dead and scores injured.
Aeccording to a press release
faxed to several newspapey

n Ban l\a{desh
et

affices he the Integrated
Maniporj Asscciation f{IMA),
Bangiadekh had organised a joint
meeting pf varlous organisa-
tions at the office of the Manipur
Sampradall Kalvan Prishad
(MSKP) in Syihet, Bangiadesh
today At the meeting, the June 18
killings were condemned and
those killed mourned. M Uttam
Singh Rata, general secretary of
the Integrated Manipur Associa-
tion (IMA), Bangladesh had
signed the fax. It was also said
that the extension was partof a
conspiracy to disintegrate the
State, The meofing adopted a res
olution sayips that the State's
territorial tagrity must not be
disturbe
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FORGET who it was upon political level discus:
that said the kingdom of sions.
the Almighty runs on "“As honourable members are
justice but the kingdoms aware, there are other Naga
of the earth run on the writ of groups which have been
man or the lack of it. This engaging in insurgency. The
makes sense when one government is also in touch
considers that the juris- with these groups.”
diction of the ceasefire in CGujral made no mention of
Nagaland continues to be the areas to be covered and
mired in controversy nearly the impression gained was
four years after it came into that the ceasefire would be
force. Rebel leaders Isak Swu confined to Nagaland alone.
and Thuingaleng Muivah When MPs wanted more
have time and again said information, he asked them
they agreed to «a ceasefire not to press for details. Had
only after the Centre assured he nothing to hide, what
them their demand for the reason was there to hold the
unification of Naga-inhabited people's representatives in
areas would be met. the dark?

Why, then, did they agree toc  In its announcement, the
the truce's renewal despite NSCN-IM, too, made no
the Centre's reneging on its mention of the jurisdiction.
assurance? And why their But within a week of the
sudden rigid stand now? [s it truce coming into effect, the
meant to show their disap- rebel outfit claimed it wasn't
proval of the Centre's formal- limited to Nagaland alone
ising the ceasefire in March but also covered the conti-
with the rival faction led by guous Naga-inhabited areas
58 Khaplang? It is no secret of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
that the NSCN-IM refuses to and Manipur.
recognise the Khaplang All along the Centre main-
outfit. tained it never agreed to the
By periodically accusing the Nagas' demand for the
Centre of not beinyg sincere in merger of contiguous areas.
solving the issue, the NSCN- Mr Gujral said the Centre
IM may have been looking for had at no stage agreed to the
an excuse to pull out of the concept of a  Greater

ceasefire and lay the blame Nagaland in principle or in

on Dejhi. any other form.

Had IK Gujral, who as In & message to then Mani-
Prime Prime brokered the pur chief minister Rishang
truce in July 1997 with the Keishing, home minister
National Socialist Council of Indrajit Gupta said the Cent-
Nagaland (rechristened Nag- re would never think of
alim in 1998 to include all taking steps which would
Naga-inhabited areas), spelt affect the territorial integrity
out the terms and conditions of Manipur.

of the truce, there would In its issue dated 13 August
have been no confusion. He 1997, The Stafesman pub-
told Parliament, "This House lished a repori (alongside)
is aware of the history of from its staif correspondent
insurgency in Nagaland. The in Shillong headlined "Centre
fratricidal confrontations accepts Naga demand, claims
among the wvarious Naga Isak Swu'.

groups and the state authori- This caused a public outery
ties have led to a loss of lives, in Manipur. For their part,
seriously disturbed the pub- Isak Chishi Swn and
lic order and thwarted the Thtdingaleng Muivah, in a
economic development of the signed statement datelined
state. Oking (29 August 1997)
" The people are fed up with explained: "In view of the
the violence and yearn for communal frenzy that is
peace. Soon after assuming being whipped up among the
office I had visited Nagaland Meiteis in the Imphal Valley
and other states in the on sheer fabricated grounds,
North-east. I had offered un- this statement is issued so
conditional talks with the that the people in Manipur
underground elements for know the real evil behind all
securing a peaceful resolu- these unhappy happenings.
tion. "The statement was publish-
in recent talks with the ed in The Statesman News
Isak-Muivah group of the Service on 13 August,
NSCN it has been mutnally Shillong, under the caption
agreed to suspend operations 'Govt has accepted Naga
for three months with effect demand, claims Isak Swu
from 1 August and embark Swu". Elaborating on it the

Naga leaders insist
there can be no
compromise on
sovereignty. The
Meiteis resent

coming under the
ambit of the
ceasefire. The

Prime Minister has

pramised ta even
amend the
Constitution if it
brings peace in
Nagaland. But
because the peace
talks are shrouded
in mystery, it is
difficult to discern
fact from fiction,
says JB LAMA

paper said, "The Centre has
accepted in principle the
need to unify Naga-inhabited
areas of Nagaland's
neighbouring states under
single administrative unit,
claims the NSCN Chairman'.
This statement is entirely
baseless; it is a total
invention, the truth is that
Mr Isak, chairman NSCN
has not met in Geneva any
press people belonging to The
Statesman - newspaper, nor
has he ever made such a
statement anywhere. It is a
bolt from the blue, pure and
simple. .
“This evi! motivated state-
ment is the work of the
Meiteis themselves. The
National United Liberation
Froni of Meghen Sanayaima
and their circle are respon-

MANIPUR
(LT

L
TAMENGLONG! J

/ SENA

etting bro ther
against brother

-

Vi
f'}n'MPH, {L/,‘J‘ ‘

I
/

. ,;‘

] FN
r. b ™4 H
§ N k
“\""_’kﬂ
MIZORAM Y
\
|
!
/
}

Senapati, Ukhrul, Chandel and Tamenglang 2
ceasefire.

sible. It is an act out of
desperation to make the fool
of their people. This state-
ment is motivated, in the
first place, to cover up their
helplessness. In the second
place, to provoke the Nagas
by cheating the Meities; and
lastly to disturh the 'peace
process' by creating pretext
for the Central Govt of India.
But one should never forget
the fact that hatred does not
hold things together.

"The Meities and the Nagas
must know that the Indian
Govt is not the final authori-
ty. The ultimate authority is
the Meities and the Nagas
themselves. This should not
be mistaken.

“For us, Meiteis and Nagas
are brothers and sisters of
the same parents bevond
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¢ to eome under the Nagaiand

ite. They are insep-
e under any circum-

es. Their fates are
1 up with each o6ther.
:fore, anyone who
pts  to  break this

8S is a reactionary. He
» one {rying to pull the
. of history backward.
§ the world we live in is
2 process, we have to
mr time. So let us hold
1er to this bright future.
is our -unquestionable
ple and aim.”

v, the fear in Manipur
t once the ceasefire is
ted to three of its
#8, the Nagas will
the areas as their own
clude these in the
arn Nagaland concept.
ot without significance
ach a concept was first

proposed by Naga Natienal prestige for New Delhi
Council supremo Angami Obviously, the lesson of 1997
Zapu Phiza. was clean forgotten.

In a telegram to Delthi and Atal Behari Vajpayee said
the United Nations, he  the violence in Manipur was
informed them that "South- the result of misunderstand-
ern Nagaland, including ing. As a matter of fact, the
Manipur Hill Nagas and Prime Minister himself
Cachar Nagas with Konyak weakened Delhi's stand.
Nagas declare independence Immediately after meeting
today, 14th August 1947". Mr Vajpavee in Paris in
He did this after Jawaharlal September 1998, the Naga
Nehru reportedly told him leaders claimed "the meeting
that Napas could get auto- had not discussed the area
nomy but neveér indepen- covered because we had
dence. already received a clear
The Akbar Hydari Agree- assurance in this regard”.
ment of 1947 also mentions This was amply corroborated
the need for unification of later by Mr Vajpayee's chief
Naga areas, as does the 16- negotiator, Swaraj Kaushal,
point agreement, 1960, which who resigned allegedly be-
eventually led {0 the cause the Prime Minister had
formation of Nagaland in gone back on his word.
1963. Because the peace talks are
But while the 1947 accord is shrouded in mystery, it is
only of academic interest, difficult to discern fact from
members of the Napga fiction. The NSCN-IM lead-
People's Convention who ers maintain there can be no
signed the 1960 agreemeni compromise on sovereignty.

- were told that "Articles 3 And The Meities resent coming

4 of the Constitution provid- under the ambit of the cease
ed for increasing the area of fire,
any State but that it was not The Prime Minister has
possible for the Government promised to even amend the
of India to make any Constitution if this brings
commitment in this regard at peace to Nagaland. But in
this stage". the absence of transparency,
estingly, the September the situation in Manipur is
1984 Ceasefire Agreement capable of fast getting out of
tween Delhi and the "Fed- hand.
eral Government of Naga- The outcome of the all-party
land" brought the Mao, meeting last Saturday that
Ukhrul and Tamenglong Delhi wounld . review the
areas of Manipur within its issues arising from the truce
ambit without the Meities extension has failed to satisfy
even being consulted. Ne the Meities who want the
protest followed, perhaps be- status quo maintained. Since
cause, since these areas were BJP president Jana Krishna-
alsa affected by the insur- murthy has taken the stand
gency in Nagaland, they saw that there is nothing wrong
no sinister design in if. in reviewings the situation
For the record, insurgency in  but "review does not neces-
Manipur started in the sarily mean revision of
1960s. ceagefire”, the Centre is not
One day before K Padma- likely o revise its decision.
nabhiah, the Prime Minis- The tenuous ceasefire has
ter's special emissary, wasto failed to create the desired
leave for Bangkok in May for conducive atmosphere for
tatks on the truce's renewal peace talks. Extortion notices
beyond 31 July, a Guwahati continue to fly around and
daily reported that the even chief minister SC Jamir
ceasefire had been extended came under a murderous
to the three adjoining states. attack.
Whether this was coincidene  Pelhi's decision is likely to
or deliberate kite-flying, tle stoke the embers of the
talks remained inconclusive Naga-Kuki ethnic feud and
A second round followed ths more impertantly, sour age:
month during which tk old Naga-Meitei ties.
Centre was to get & Manipur is home to more
guarantee from them tht than 30 different commu-
they would not lay claimto nities and 2,000 years of
these areas. This would h¥e congeniality should not so
satisfied all concerned, ut easily be wished away.
that was not to be. he
Centre capitulated, becase (The author is o veteran
mare than the sentiment in journalist who  recently
Manipur, it was a matt? of refired from The Statesm%%
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) NAGA CEASEFIRE: CLEARING THE A%R

AFTER HAVING ANNOUNCED, unilaterally, the
decision to enlarge Lthe ceasefire with the NSCN
{I-M; rebels Lo parts of Manipur, Assam and Aru-
nachal Pradesh, the (Inion Home Ministry is
now talking of a review. The shift, in the first
place, is bound to put the peace taiks with the
NSCNI-M} in a spot. After all. the Naga rebel
outfit had placed this — that the Naga-dominat-
ed areas outside Nagaland too be included in the
ceasefire agreement — as a condition to contin-
ue the negotiations that began some four years
ago. The problem with the NSCN factions and
the larger crisis involving the initiation of a polit-
ical process in Nagaland (as well as in the other
States in the Northeast) were even otherwise a
complex mix, And the inahility of the successive
Governments in New Delhi to break the impasse
had led to the present crisis. The manner in
which the June 14 decision (arrived at after the
Centre’s emissary, Mr. XK. Padmanabaiah’s dis-
cussion with Mr. T. Muivah) was announced had
only broadened the crisis rather than helped
move closer to a resolution.

Add to this the “reiteration”™ now by Mr,
Muivah that the demand for a “greater Naga-
land™ remains on the agenda as far as the NSCIN
{t-M) is concerned. That the Union Home Minis-
lry and its emissary did not care 1o even get Mr,
Muivah to put this demand on hold while nego-
tiating the terms of the fresh ceasefire is indeed a
matter for concern. The Union Home Ministry
and its officials engaged in the negoltiations with
the NSCN could have secured this — a commit-
ment from Mr. Muivah and his men that they
will not press for “greater Nagaland™ — inreturn
for enlarging the area of the ceasefire. This they
did not do and even after the violence that
rocked fmphal, all that one heard were state-
ments (for the record) that the ceasefire agree-
ment need not be seen by anvone as paving the
way for affecung the (erritorial integrity of any of
the States in the region, Neither the Home Min-

ister, Mr, L. K. Advani, nor even
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee (after he entered
the scene and talked to the leaders from Mani-
put), had ruled out the idea of a “gréater Naga-
land” outright. And without a categorical
assurance, the new sense of insecurity among
the people of Manipur and such other States as
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh (where too there
are Naga-dominated pockets and the ceasefire
agreement applies) was only to be expected.

Be that as it may, having assured the mem-
bers of the delegation from Manipur that a re-
view of the ceasefire agreement is already on and
that the process will now be expedited, the im-
perative for Mr. Vajpayee and those in the Union
Home Ministry will be to involve a cross section
of the political groups in Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh in the review process. And it
is necessary, at least at this stage, to impress
upon the NSCN{I-M) the need to suspend the
demand for a “greater Nagaland'’. This will be
needed in addition o a categorical statement by
the Union Government against the idea apart
from ensuring that the peace talks with the
NSCX rebels are carried out with a definite time
frame. The Home Ministry will also have to spell
out, at least to represeniatives of the national
political parties, the progress of the talks with the
NSCN ever since the process was initiated. Aparl
from this, the events in Imphal during the past
week have revealed that the All Manipur Stu-
dents Union is in the forefront of the agitation
and most partics in Lhe State are being held cap-
tive by the group. This needs to be corrected.
Any move that could lead to a vacuum in the
political space (in the event of the parties and
their Jeaders being pushed to the margins} will
only lead to further complications in the region.
One would expect Mr. Vgjpayee and his col-
leagues in the Union Cabinet to learn from the
past when student and youth leaders were al-
lowed to take over the political prcye/ss.
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—Parliamentary guarantee
v, for N-E States likely

i NEW DE]

By Neena Vyas

I, JUNE 25. Even as leaders
of Mantpur’s political parties met

. this evening at the residence of
¢ the Samata Party leader, Mr. Ge-

orge Fernandes. who said he

. would pursue the “core issue of
- withdrawat of ceascfire with the
CNSCN {I-MD7, it was indicated

|

that the Government may be will-
ing, it necessary, Lo give the stamp
of partiamentary approval 1o its
commitment to protect the terri-
torial inregrity of the northeastern
States, including Assamn and Ma-
nipur.

It seemed the Government was
willing to consider any step, short
of withdrawal of the ceascfire

" agreement with the NSCN (1-M),

to address fears that the agree-

" ment has somehow furthered the

I
1
|
i

NSCN agenda of a greater Naga-
land. But any coacrete decision
would have 1o await a second
round of discussions at a Manipur
parties’ meeting scheduted for Ju-

- Iy 8 after the return of the Union

i

Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani.
Governinent sources indicated

, that the issue figured at the meet-
i ing between Manipur leaders and
: MLAs and the Prime Minister, Mr.
* Atal Bihari Vajpayee, yesterday. In
; fact, the Prime Minister assured

them that the Government was so

firmly committed to protecting
the States’ territorial integrity that
had Parliament been in session it
could have considered adopting a

* resohypun stating this if represen-
tafiv€s of parries in Manipur were
© make such a suggestion.

The meaning of this was that

" the Government was not about 1o

back out, that it could go to the
extent of binding itself through a
parliamentary resolution ro satis-
v those who were fearing that the

ceasefire was a first step lowards
the creation of a greater Naga-
land.

At today's meering of party
leaders from Manipur — this was
artended by parties across the po-
lirical spectrum in the Stale — the
mood was that the ceaseflire must
be withdrawn, at least it should
not be applicable in Manipur's
territory.  Mr. Ternandes, who
seems 10 have decided 1o Llake the
issue up personally, in a state-
ment promised to “pursue’ the
matter “at all levels.” He also ap-
pealed to student lcaders, NGOs
and other organisations in the
State to observe restraint and es-
chew violence.

The MIAs have given the Gov-
ernment time tll July 31 to re-
spond, the next all-party meeting
on Mantpur is scheduted an July
8, and the monsoon session of
Parliament is to begin on July 23.
The issue of a resolution could
come up at the July 8 meeting.

Since all parties cutling across
the political spectrum are against
disturbing the boundaries of
States in the northeast, and the

oppuosition 1o the ceasefire agree-
ment is restricted fo this point,
this suggestion could get the ap-
proval of all parties. kven the Sa-
mata Puarty leaders today said
privately they would support such
a resolution. After all, it would
bind not only the Vajpayec Gov-
ernment but all Miure govern-
menis as well not o arrive at any
political settlement with the Naga
outfits on the busis of a greater
Nagatand comprising areas be-
yvond the existing boundaries of
the State,

There is also the suggestion by
the Bharativa janaza Party and
some  others that the words
“without territoriai limits” men-
tioned in the agtecment should
be removed and replaced with
words less likely to cause appre-
hensions.

While political parties are now
somewhat muted ir their criti-
cistm of the Government’s move,
arganisarions such as the All-Ma-
nipur Students’ Unjon are de-
manding nothing less than the
withdrawal of the ceaselire agree-
ment.

Curfew reimposed in Manipur |

IMPHAL, JUNE 25. Indefinite curfew was reimposed in Manipur’s
Imphal east and west districts this afternoon after an eight-hour
relaxation in view of the tense situation in the State, according to
official sources. The Government has closed all educational
institutions in the State for one week from today in view of the

iense situation.

The Assam Governor, Li. Gen. {Retd) S.K, Sinha said in New
Delht today that the recent violence and protests in Manipur and
other northeastern States was a fallout of the Cenire’s "initial
mistake” in agreeing to geographical limits for the ceaselire with

the NSCN (I-M).

The influx of people from across the border (Bangladesh} was
primarily responsible for insurgency “at least in Tripura and
Assam,” Mr, Sinha said at a seminar on "addressing conflicts in
India’s north-east” organised by the Institure for Conflict

Management, — PTI
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~Assam governor didn’t\'giu/aﬂy
agree with ceasefire extension

By O CORRESPONDENT }(Y\‘ \c 30
- J ;

New Delhi, June 250 Assaom governed Liculenant
General (Retiredy S K Stinha sakd on Monday thiy the
National Sociadist Councit of Nagadand ¢Isah-Myiv-
aly's chgats 1o putl our of the ceasefire with India i il
15 not extended 10 other areas is “more brinkmanship
than anything elsc.”

Commenting on the ceasefire, Lt Gen. Sinha said,
“Initially, 1 did not agree to the extension of cease-
fire. You cannot he at war with a person in one room
and at peace in the next room. The mistake was made
in 1997 when the ceaselire agreement was geographi-
cally restricted to the state of Nagaland. The present
agreement does not extend the ceasefire to other terri-
tories. It applies 1o the NSCN (1-M) as an organisa-
tion.” He said this is not appreciated by those who
think that the ceasefire has been extended to the terri-
tories of other states.

The govermor was speaking at a seminar on
“Addressing Conllicts in India’s Northeast™ organ-
1sed by the Institute for Conflict Management headed
by former Punjab: police chief K.P.S. Gill.

L1 Gen, Sinha said Assaim fs the “mother stae, not
Just one of the seven siates in (e portheast™ and if
liwre is insurgency i Assann ot affects the cmire
region, He deseribed the projection thar Asswm was
not historically 2 part of India but became one anly
urflfor British rule as o eanurd.”

Presenling a paper, a semor medta person from the
Munipur Pradip Phanjoubam said the reasons {ur the
current violence in the state have more o do with the
“official arrogance™ and the gap left by it betwesn an
official vision and the ground reality.

In his address. Mr Gill said, “Decision making in
Dethi with regard to this region has ofien been wrong
and has repeatedly led to enormous prablems therc.
This must change. and if the problems of this region
are to be resolved, then one must consider the ground
realities and opinion of the Northeast people.”

Former deputy Chief of Army Stafl Licutenant Gen-
eral (Retired) S.K. Pillai said when a state becomas —a
willing on unwilling collusive partner with wrrorist
and sceessionist groaps. it begets a stable anarchy.” It
is this condition of “'stable anarchy that currently pre-
vails in many areas of the Northeast.

-



“"Review of Naga ceasefire

po
K\
By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, IUNE 24. The Prime
Minister. Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
pavee, today assured an all-party
delegation from Manipur that a
review of the ceasefire with (he
militant Naga outfit, the National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (1s-
sac-Muivah), “is under way' and
the “process would be expedii-
ed”. He reiterated that the terriro-
rial integrity of Manipur would be
preserved.

Al a mecting that lasted over
two hours, the delegation empha-
sised that it would not be satisfied
with anything less than withdraw-
al of the ceasefire agreement in
relation to the territory of Mani-
pur. Mr. Vajpayee told the dele-
gation that another all-party

meeting would be called on July 8

after the return of the Home Min-
ister, Mr. [LK. Advani, from his
visit 1o Germany and Turkey. Be-
fore that the Government would
hold discussions with NDA allies
as well as the Opposition parties
to arrive at some consernsus.

The discussion at the Prime
Minister’s residence today cov-
ercd the delails of the situation in
Manipur. The State leaders ap-
prised Mr. Vajpayee of the appre-
hensions of the people — which
they said were justified — that the
ceasefire agreement would open
the door to a more insistent de-
mand by the Naga militant
groups for the creation of a "'grea-
ter Nagaland™,

The MLAs made it clear that
unless the Centre did something
quickly to remove suspicion in
the minds of the people, they

to be expedited:

might have (o resign from the As-
sembly. Later, the spokesperson
of the delegation, Mr. Chandra-
mani Singh, said a “solution must
be found by July 31, otherwise we
may be compelled to take some
hard decisions”. He was perhaps
referring to the people’s pressure
on the MLAs to resign.

The situation certainly does not
suit the BIP, which has acquired
26 MILAs (20 of them through de-
fection), and was all set to form a
government in the State after top-
pling the Samata Government of
Mr. Radhabinod Koijam. But the
ceasefire caught the party un-
awares, And it has been fumbling
to explain how a Government led
by it at the Centre failed to keep
Manipur’s interests in mind when
arriving at an agreement with the
NSCN(I-M}. Naturally, the party is

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with Manipur MLAs at his residence In New Delhf on
Sunday. To his right is the Minister of State for Home, Mr. 1.D. Swamy. The Minister of State for
Food Processing, Mr. Chaoba Singh, is at extreme left. — Photo: V. Sudershan
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in danger of losing whatever sup-
port it had in the State,

To make matters worse, the
chief of the NSCN(I-M), Mr. [saac
Muivah, reiterated today that his
group had been demanding the
creation of a Naga homeland,
which included Naga-inhabited
arcas of other States, and that it
had not given up this demand.

On Saturday, at the meeting
chaired by Mr. Advani, leaders of
all political parties pointed out in
a memorandum that the people
would not tolerate any attempt 1o
play with the rerritorial integrity
of the State. They made it clear
that they saw the extension of the
ceasefire o parts of Manipur as a

“springboard for the disintegra. .

tion of Manipur and a death knéll
for its territovial integrity”. A simi-
lar memorandum was given by
the delegation to the Prime Min-
ister today.

The Government has come un-
der criticism on the issue not only
from the Opposition parties but
also from within. The Bharatiya
Janata Party politely suggested
that the agreement be amended
to include a clause making it clear
that the extension of ceasefire be-

vond Nagaland's boundaries in |
no way cleared the ground for the !

creation of a greater Nagaland

and that the rerritorial houndaries '

of northeastern States would not
he altered.

Mr. Chaoba Singh, a Minister of
State in the Union Council of
Ministers, has also voiced his op-
position
move. In fact, after meeting Mr,
Vajpayee today, the Manipur
leaders addressed the press at his
residence. Mr. Singh’s opposition

to the Government’s :

shows that the Government has :
not been able to convince even its

Ministers, and that the onty
Minister from Manipur was op-
posing it.

Muivah's stand: Page 13




/Centre offers review withou

Naga ceasefire rollback

HT Correspondent/PTI Y\ff
New Dethi/Imphal. June 237

DEMONSTRATING ITS reluc-
tance to roll back the Naga peace
pact as demanded by Manipur
political leaders, the Centre
taday tried to assuage their feel-
ings bv committing itself to
“review issuesarising out of the
cease-fire exiension”. The all-
party meeting of Manipur lead-
ers with Home Minister L K
Advani, called to find a solution
to the ceasefire crisis. was heid
amidst reports firom Imphal that
a section of the MLAs had boy-
cotted it.

The Manipur side was repre-
sented by Union Minister Chao-
ba Singh, H Haokip and W Angou
Singh, former Chief Ministers
Radhabinod Koijam (Samata
Party). Reishang Keishing {Con-
gress). R K Dorendra Singh
(BJP). State Assembly Speaker §
Nhananjoy Singh, I Chandra-
mani Singh (MSCP) and O Joy
Singh (MPP).

Advani later read out a “brief
formulation™: *The joint repre-
sentation given by Manipur lead-
ers will be considered by the Gov-
ernment and various issues aris-
ing out of the ceasefire will be
reviewed.”

Former Deputy C M L Chan-

dramani Singh submitted a
nemoerandum on behalf of the
Tanipur leaders. demanding a
review” of the ceasefire agree-
ent. It also sought immediate
rithdrawal of the ceasefire
reement’s clause relating to
xtensinn of cease-fire without
tdrritorial limits™.
Advani told newspersons that
e question of territorial
integrity of States other than
Nagaland was one of the main
1ssues arising out of the cease-
fire pact. The Government has
offered to look into the points
raised by the Manipur leaders at
today's meeting, he said, reiterat-
ing the Centre's resolve to pre-
serve geographical boundaries of
the north-eastern States,

The Home Minister described
the meeting as “extremely fruit-
ful” wherein the State leaders
expressed their views in a "“free
and frank™ manner. “Although
they gave vent to their feelings,
their suggestions were invari-
ably constructive,” he claimed.

Meanwhile, senior Manipur
State Congress Party (N} leader
and former Chief Minister W
Nipamacha Singh, who boy-
cotted the meeting, said the Cen-
tre's proposed review of the
ceasefire was ‘not ciear’. He said
the review could mean “anything
like withdrawing ceasefire from
Naga-settled areas in valley and
imposition in hill districts™.

“The,people of the State want
iate withdrawal of the

HT Correspondent
Imphal, June 23

THE POLICE arrested 12 jeaders
of the All Manipur Students’
Union (Amsii) on charges of set-
ting several office buildings, the
secretariat and 54 vehicies on fire
during the recent protest raily at
Imphal.

The Amsu members were pro-
duced before chief judicial mag-
istrate on Saturday and remand-
ed to judicial custody, police said.

Protesting against the arrests,
the Amsu announced that a
series of agitations would be

e
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Activists fram Manipur shout anti-Government slogans near Parliament on Saturday.

ceasefire from Manipur and it
must be withdrawn before the
situation worsens,” Singh said.

The ‘negligent attitude’ of cen-
tral leaders about Manipur could
be understoed, he said from the
fact that no leader had visited the
State after the death of 14 per-
sans in the police firing on Mon-
dav

The State leaders have, mean-
while, asked the Centre to open
talks with various students’

organisations and political par-

ties that have no representation
in the Legislative Assembly
“Efforts will be made to have fur-
ther dialogue with the agitating
groups, in Delhi as well as
through the Centre’s representa-

launched unless the arrested
leaders and members were
released soon. After the arrest of
the Amsu president and secre-
tarv general. new office-in-
charges were appointed in an
emergency meeting held on
Saturday. ]

Vice-president Ingo became
the president while joint secre-
tary Md Gufar is the secretary
general in-charge, an Amsu
release said.

The Amsu president Qinam
Shyamchand, and secretary gen-
eral CS Khongsai are charged in
over 30 cases. After the police

tives in Imphai,” a Home Min-
istry statement said.

There was no official comment
by the Centre on Governar Ved
Marwah's report. Marwah had
reportedly suggested the
appointment of an interlocutor
for Manipur.

Ministers of State for Home I D
Swamy and Vidyasagar Rao,
Home Secretary Kamal Pande,
Centre’s interlocutor for Naga
ralks K Padmanabhatah and Addi-
tional
Shenoy also atrended the meeting.

Govt should have consulted
parties, sayvs RSS: The RSS
today said the BJP-led Govern-
ment ought to have consuited all

2 Amsu leaders held for riots

crackdown started from Thurs-
day several student leaders
have gone underground fearing
arrest.

The Amsu spearheaded the
agitation protesting the exten-
sion of ceasefire bevond Naga-
land and called for a 24-hour
statewide bandh on June 18. Dur-
ing the bandh a massive protest
rallv was organised which led to
burning of several office build-
ings and vehicles.

The Union condemned thef]
Members of Parliament from the] |
State and MLAs on the ground;

—— .

that they had let the public downj%f

Secretary Home P D

e,

partics concerned before expand-
ing the ceasetire with the NSCIN
(I-M) aind assevted its opposition
to disturbing the territorial
integrity of any State.

“The Government should have
consulted the Governor, the polit-
ical parties. the Government in
Asgsam and  others,” RS8S
spokesman M G Vaidya told
newsmen here,

Vaiclya said he hoped the agi-
tation in Manipur would subside
“now after the Centre has
explained its position”.

“We do not want the territorial
integrity ol any State to he dis-
turtied. We are oppuosed-fo the
demand for zreater Nayggdand.”
he siid.




Imphal has been curfew
bound for a week nouw..,
The people of Manipur
are angry with the
Centre and have lost
faith in their politicians.
Barun Das Gupta on
the fallout of the
territorial extension of
the ceasefire with
Naga militants.

EOPLE'S ANGER at the exten-

sion of the ceasefire with the
NSCN{I-M) to all Naga-dom-
inated areas in the l\énrtheast

ed in Imphal last Monday on a
EE:{: tgat was gnprecedemed even _fOr
a State ke Manipur that has seen in-
surgency-related violence for decades.

Thousands of angry people burnt
down the Assembly building, ‘zh.e
Speaker's bungalow, the Chief Minis-
ter's secretariat and offices of the Con-'
gressily, the MSCP, and rhq MUP. They
were about to torch the Chief Minis-
ter's official residence when the securi-
ty forces opened fire. Thirteen persons
including five teenagers were kilted.
Among the dead was Yumnan_n Rishi-
kanta, 32-year-old former president of
the Afl-Manipur Students’ Union (AM-
Su. _

The State administration, now di-

a cede ce | _
g?g:ri of a et areas of Manipy,

- wahent with rhe NSCN,
HMEI;S;T; rﬁlrla:}rg: organised by the A]|
(AMUCO) at thet-lubs’ Organisation
};hal on Augusr "¢lo Ground in Im-
tended by half ¢ 1997. The rally, 4.
the biggest ManiDillion people. wag

The Manipur Assembly bui!ding was one of t

the MIAs rp resign,
Thirty-six MLAg from the BJP, the Sa-

he targets of pubiic ire,

for “whoever becomes the Chief Minis-
ter” o folow:

“Instead of sending all-party delega-
tions to New Dethi, the Prime Minister
or the Union Home Minister must
come to Imphal for talks; no officialg

o

—_—

On the
- wrong foot

New Delhi was clearly

caughr off guard by the |
feaction to the ceasefire |

extension, says
Vinay Kumay.

|
|

]

EW DELHI twas clearly '

caught off guard by the

angry reac'ion in Manj.

Purta the extension of
the ceasefire with the NSCN 1o
other areas in the Northeast, apart
from Nagaland.

As Manipur burnt and prores-
lers took ta the streets, New Delhi
began 1o realise that the sitgatian
may not have warsened 1o this ex-
tent had there been no political
vacuum. The absence of 4 popular
Government i Manipur was felc.
Also, the Home Ministry took note
of the Samata Party’s role in stok.
ing public apprehension.

The farmer Manipur Chief Mip-
ister, Mr. Radhabinad Koijam, had
forcefully informed tqe Centre
that while the people were all #,r
Peace in the region they were ap-
prehensive of the mgoing ceasp-
fire affecting  the territorial
Integrity of Manipur.

Though the tinion Home Minjs-
ter, Mr, I, K. Advani, stressed 1he
Government's tormumitment ¢
protect the territgrig) integrity of
all Northeastern States, the arric-
ulation came after violence had

|
|
|

|

|

; o~ from Delhj should be welcomed, if they broken aut in 1m hal
I has witnessed. . ’ : Lo gt paal -
recly under the Cenire, seemed [0 It v(-klmaﬂ(iEd “cate arical assyr. gésgs:ﬁ:;n territorial exiension of the come they can stay in hotels or g0 by This hlgh[lghted New Delhi's in- ‘
have Deen gutite unprepared although ance” from the t ]g' o Conul : taxis, not Government tars; and the sensitivity in failing t0 embark up- |
Lave he of%vhat was building up were ferritorial integei(re that Manipurs — 1pa DXt day, most leaders lefy fo; : '
the signs : ,

very clear. On hune 14, the ceasefire
was extended by another year from Au-
gust §, 2001, and to Naga-inhabited ar-

promised as a t™Would not be com.

i e NSCN(IIt of a settlement
Elnlfllatv}cle been for!- That rally seerps

New Delhi tq attend the meeting con-
vened by Mr. Advan; on Saturday o

next Chief Minister must not allow set-
ling up of ‘designated camps’ of the
NSCN in Manipur.™

on  politicai interaction  ang

conﬁdence-building measures

with the States concerned hefore
(5

- > . T . agreement in Bangkok, The |

: ¢ 1 1 i's werlen by the Cenre: |, Singh, MPP pre. Mr. Advani's Statement thar the : . s -

¢as outside Nagaland, that is, Manipur, Mr. Advani's U?Llf assur}ance on Ma- {fv:uld Ee:011l';/f[t?‘_y’ lﬂ]l;eg;iirtlrtﬁ];?g t;ll]neglr duestion of Naga ceasefire €Xtension Cirenie 50 falled 10 recct the f
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. HpUrs Lerniria demand of

The very next day, June I3, 83 volun-
tary organisations of Mamp.ur gave a
call foy a 86-hour general strike bcgm«.
ning midnight. This was lollowed by
the AMSU and three orhqr bOdIC?S cgllg
ing @ 24-hour general strike beginning
miduight of June 17. .

The Manipur Students’ Fedgrat;on
{MSEY asked ahl NDYA partners m_dud-
ing the BIP, the Samata Party amf the
MSCP, to “give an unqualilied Assr-
ance’” that they would get the ceasefire
extension agreement ret'(';}‘(‘ed‘ by June
30. Or else, these parties "'will be ex-

tinguished from the soil of Mampgn .
Later, the MLAs were asked_ to resign.
Mast of themn went into hiding.

&
o

Mourning their dead in imphal.

In imphal, angry mohs burnt piles of
wres and wood in the middle of the
rﬁajor roads, spread shards of g‘fass_%nq
il to prevent the movement of vehicles
and pedesirians. The rampagehbeg_an
around 1l a.m. on Monday aqd contin-
ued for two hours tilf 1 p.m. Senfor po-
lice officials were busy in a meering.
The CRPE did not have erders to open
fire. Moiotoy cocktails were thrown an
the CRPF men. Attempts were even
made to snatch their weapaens. But the

leaving the dead and the injured. bei
hind. Since then, Imphat has ren}ame’(
curfew-bound, with two hours of relay-
ation in the morning. Stocks of esser-
tials have been depleted and prices
have saared. The price of patataes has
jumped from Rs. § 1o Rs, 15 a kg, onions
from Rs. 9 to Bs. 15, and tomatees from
Rs. 5 1o Rs. 40.

Manipuris have a deep‘mote‘d fear
that in any political senlement wi th the
NECN, they will have  cede territory

allay the feays. €€ty has failed 1
(r. Muivah's
N:\g}\ Iwas not M€Ment thay the
penple’s territary®Tested in gther
lands inhabited Et wanted only the
tegrated into one'® Nagas to he jp.
was no question @€ and that there
ter” Nagaland, h: “smaller or grega.
Mamipuris’ fears. ¥ confirmed the
Significantly, tl o
Mintister of Nagalongress(i; Lh]'et
has also said that | Mr. 8. C. Jamjr,
hutions passed theands hy the regg.
land Assembly fcnes by the Naga-
Naga-dominated € integration of
ministrative unit, 5 inw one ad.
the Nagas of thosided, he added,

message of the people” to the Cenire
and ask it to review the ceasefire deci-
sion.

Should the

sign. No wonder, an Army afficer sajd-
“There is fwg thousand Per cent possi-
bility of another flare up”,

Even a senijor BIP leader jike Mr,
Bhuban Singh, MLA, a retired colonel,
says bluntly: “Wwe €annot trust the
Union Government, which failed ys re.
Peatedly. Why wag there an ‘unde.
clared ceasefife’ between the Army (I
Corps) and the NSCN in the hjl dis-

was discussed ar g Chief Ministers®

it, has already heen contradicted by
Mr. Tarun Gogoi and My, Mukut Mithi,
Chief Ministers of Assam and Aruna.
chal Pradesh, Evep, the Chief Secretary
of Manipur, now under Centraj rule,
has denied that he agreed 1o the deci-
sion.

These repudiations have certainty
not enhanced Mr, Advani’s credibiliry
Or standing.The talks with the NSCN
leaders, Mr. [sak Chisi Swu and My,
Muivah, have aj) along been keptunder
wraps. Above all, the Centre has not
explained why, having insisted qil

“Greatar Nagaland”
the NSCN (I-M;.
Reacting 1o tf1e pProtests in Ma-
nipur, the NSCN said the cemand
for a larger State and extension o
ceasefire were twa separate issues,
Alter a ceasefire agreeme was
clinched with the NSCN (1-M) in
August 1997, there Wa&s 0pposition
o it in Manipur and the then
United Frong leaders had rejtery).
ed that the ceasefire was limited 1o
Nagaland. Tty extension now to gl|-
Naga inhabited areas has touched
aTaw nerve in Manipur whe e Po-
litical instabiljty, insurgency and
econamic  slowdown have aisy
Contributed o making the sitq

The people of A5 were willing,
have no faith in thour, it appears,
distrust them. Thioliticians. They

tion volatile, !
The Centre's interlocuror with
the NSCN, Mr, K Padmanab-

to a "Gremer Nagaland”. now called
“Groater Nagabim'™. {There are four Na-
ga-inhabited districts in Manipur: Uk-

While the strike paralysed the Sta’te,
hundreds of effigies of the Prime Min-
Ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, the

CRPE waited: it had no _orders to act.
The State palice were plainly unable to
cope with the sitnation,

tricts of Manipur? We do not trust
words and promises but only actigns,

reversed that decision. Without this ex-

> and inst the ceasefﬂ'enr.mqvemQHt MTr. Singh, whose name is being p]anation, assurances by Mr. Vajpayee haigh,_has f;mpha;:ised thal r_he
Union Home Minister, Mr, . K. Ad- It was around 1 p.m. when the Chief  brut, Chandel,  Tamenglong ;g)zarhead‘fd by ncension is btjmg mentioned as 3 possible “compromise  or Mr Advani that settlement of the basic intention of the ceasefire
vani, the NSCN{I-M) leader, Mr. Thuin- 1 was . Senapati.). rions such as AMlitical organisa

Nagas' problem win not be at the cogp
of other States’ territory would fail o
feassure the peaple,

Chief Minjster" when the Assembly js

revived and 4 new Government in-

stalled, puts forward some suggestions
_—

- R,

Minister's residence was abowt to b_e
tarched that the orders came, 'mmedi-
arely, fiving starred and the crowd fled,

was (o ensure negotiations took i

gelang Muivah, and the Centre’s place in a peace

interfocutor, Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah,
were burnt all over the State.

Four years ago, when a section of the NIPCO, 1PSA and MSU, AMK]T,

ioht ful atmosphere,
media reported thar the Centre migh "hey are asking

—_ 1
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ADVANI MEETS MANIPUR LEADERS

Centr

s

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23. The Centre will
review the issues arising out of
the ongoing ceasefire with the
NSCN{I-M) which was extended
on June 14 beyond Nagaland
“without territotial limits™ in the
nertheaslern region.

Announcing the Government
response after a three-hour meet-
ing with political leaders from
Manipur at the North Block here
today, the Union Home Minister,
Mr. L.K. Advani, said the bricf for-
mulation of “'review of various is-
sues arising out of the ceasefire”
was agrecd upon by the leaders
who attended today's meeting.

Mr. Advani said the leaders ex-
changed ““free and frank views”
with the Government. “Everyone
spoke and gave vent to his feel-
ings and also gave his assessment
of the situation in Manipur in a
candid manner. All of them invar-
iably gave constructive suggesti-
ons,” he said. The meeting was
convened ar the initiative of the
Home Minister as many of the
legislators who had earlier met
the State Governor, Mr. Ved Mar-
wah, on June 21 at Imphal also
wanted to be heard in New Dethi.

The thrust of today's meeting
was decided last night at a high-
level meeting, presided over by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee. It was felt that the
Centre wauld nat go back an the
central thrust of the ceascfire ex-
ension. Describing today’s meet-
ng as being “extremely fruitful”,
dr. Advani said some of the sug-
estions  included interaction
vith student bodies and political
arties which did not have repre-

e

e ready to review
Naga ceaseflre issties

The Home Mmlster Mr. L.K. Advani, presndmg over an ali~party
meeting at the North Block in New Delhi on Saturday. — PTI(

seritation in Parliament and State
Assembly. “All such suggestions
have been taken note of and will
be acted upon.” The joint repre-
sentation given by the leaderts
fromn Manipur would be consid-
ered, he added.

“There is urgent need to re-
move the misgivings in the minds
of people and assure them of the
Government’s determination of
not disturbing the geographical
boundaries of northeastern
States,” he told the leaders.

Later, the Home Secretary, Mr.
Kamal Pande, told reporters that
the situation in Manipur during
the past few days was also dis-
cussed and the need to normalise
the situation was stressed. He said
Mr. Advani stressed the desirabil-
ity of a holistic approach to the
situation as anpy conclusion would
have an effect in other neighbour-
ing Stiates apart from Manipur.

He said Mr. Advani appreciated
the constructive and balanced ‘ap-

proach of the participants despite
imniense pressure on them.
Efforts would be made to have
further dialogue with the agirat-
ing groups. On behalf of the polit-
icat leaders, Dr. L. Chandramani
Singh, leader of the MSCP and
former Deputy Chief Ministe-,
submitted a joint memorandur
to the Home Minister, seeking a
review of the “Ceasefire Agree-
ment” and withdrawal of the
clause “without territorial limits.”
Today's meeting was attended
by Mr. Th. Chaoba Singh, Minis-
ter of State for Food Processing,
Mr. Holkhomang Haokip, Lok
Sabha member, Mr, W, Angou
Singh, Rajya Sabha member, Mr.
Radhabinod Koijam and Mr.
Rishang Keishing, both former
Chiel Ministers, Dr 1. Chandra-
mani Singh, Dr. Jefl.L. Singh, Mr.
r. §. Dhananjoy
R.K. Dorendra

More reports on Paf}ﬁf
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'BIP for amending ceasefire pact, .

By Neena Vvas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22, Ahead of the
Manipur all-party meeting 1o-
morrow, there are indications
that the Centre may be getting
ready to concede that perhaps the
ceascfire agreement with the Na-
ga outfit, the NSCN(IM), may
need to be amended to address
the apprehensions of the people
of the northeastern Stares that it
was a forerunner of the creation
of a greater Nagaland, root cause
for the disturbances witnessed in
Manipur and elsewhere, At least
the Bharativa Janata Party thinks
50.

Even as the Congress today
warned the Centre “not to fish in
the troubled waters of Manipur,”
the BJP suggested to the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
that the ceascfire agreement with
the NSCN{IM) be “amended™ to
include a clause stating that the
ceasetire would not affect the ter-
ritarial integrity of the northeast-
ern States in any way.

Mr, Padmanabha Acharya, BIP

national secretary in- charge of
the northeast, met Mr. Advani for
45 minutes in his North Block of-
fice 1o discuss the Manipur situa-
tion. He said the violence in the
State was ‘‘not a law and order
problem™ burt the result of “gemu-
ine apprehensions”
loving and patriotic people of Ma-
nipur. Later he told reporters that
his view was that these fears could
be addressed by including a
clause in the ceasefire agreement
with the NSCN{IM) that there
would be no change in the geo-
graphical houndaries of the
northeastern States. He had sug-
gested this to Mr. Advani.

It is also being conceded now
that although the Centre had con-
sulted the Chief Ministers of the
affected  States in  February-
March, the fact was that by the
time the agreement was signed
there was a new government in
Assam and in Manipur the Koijam
Government had been voted our
and President’s rule imposed.
Perhaps under these circum-
stances, the Centre could have

of the peace .

consulted those in pow. e
northeastern States at the ti
signing of the agreement.

The BIP also suggested that the
monitoring comrnittee set up to
oversee the ceasefire agreement
should include “democratically
minded well respected citizens™,
This would also hoost the confi-
dence of the people. Jt was noted
that neither political parties nor
the people were vpposed to a cea-
sefire arrangement with the Na-
gas, everybody was in favour of
establishing peace, and the pro-
tests were the result of fears that
the agreement was a step towards
granting 4 greater Nagaland, to
which they were sirongly op-
pased.

Political parties were today get-
ting ready to make their points at
the meeting of all parties in Mani-
pur called by Mr. Advani here to-
maorraw. Today, the Congress said
it was willing to cooperate with
the Government in restoring
peace, "not politicking,”

Mr. S. Jaipal Reddy, Congress
spokesperson, made it clear it

Gogoi questions ceasefire motive

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22, While express-
ing sentitments in favour of peace
in the Narth-East, the Assam
Chiet Minister, Mr. Tarun Gogoi,
today openly guestioned the
“motive’” behind extending the
armnbit of the ceasefire beyvond Na-
galand, Describing the Centre's
decision to extend the truce with
the NSCN {I-M} to ail Naga-in-
habited areas of the North-East as
“wrong and unwise'', Mr. Gogoi
felt that the agreement was done
in haste and lacked transparency.

Speaking to newspersons here,
Mr. Gegoi insisted that he was not
informed about the ceasefire ex-
tenston. Asked if his predecessor,
Mr. Prafutla Kumar Mahanta, had
agreed 1o the extension, Mr. Go-

—_—

goi said he did not know about it
and Mr. Mahanta had net made
anything clear. “The Centre has
shown that it was not acquainted
with the ground realities. Such a
sensitive issue was not tackled
wisely. I will not allow the NSCN
to establish camps in my State
and create disturbances,” he said.

The border areas of Assam and
the districts of North Cachar and
Karbi Anglong were already tense,
“1 am concerned only about my
State. If the extension of ceasefire
leads 1o disturbances in Assam,
obviously I will be concerned. My
duty is to protest and 1 am doing
that to ensure thar Assam is in-
volved in such decision-making
process in the future,” he added.

Referring to his recent meeting
with the Union Home Minister,

Mr, LK. Advani, he said the Home
Minister had given him assurance
on protecting the territorial integ-
rity of Assam and other North-
Eastern States. Mr. Gogoi said he
favoured declaration of ceasefire
with all insurgent groups operat-
ing in the North-East. “There
should be a similar appreach to
other areas also so that a peaceful
atmosphere prevails.”

Earlier in the day, the Chief
Minister met the Deputy Chair-
man of the Planning Commission,
Mr. K.C. Pant, and finalised the
annual plan for Assarn for 2001-
2002. On the basis of identifiable
resources, the core plan for the
State was agreed at Rs. 1710
crores, marking an increase of
12.5 per cent over the plan alloca-
tion for the previous year.

l
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would be “inadvisable'
Govermment to try and install a
government in Manipur (some
noises have been made from cer-
tain political quarters thac per-
haps a remedy for the vialence in
Manipur would be the installation
of & popular government).

Any such attempt rpade now —
afrer all it was the BIP which
brought down the Samata Party
government of Mr. Koijjam —
“would amount to fishing in trou-
hled waters,” Mr. Reddy warncd,

The Congress view was that
without thinking through the pos-
sible repercussions, the (entre
“imposed’” a cerlain agrecment
on the States of the northeast
without consulting the Chief Min-
isters of affected States,

This was most improper as the
matter concerned maintenance
of law and order which was a state
subject. in fact, this is one of the
points being emphasised by Mr.
Farun  Gogoi, Congress
Minister of Assam.

One more held in
U.S. embassy case

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22.
breakthrough in the conspiracy
brv the Osama bin Laden outfit to
carry out a blast at the 1.5, Em-
bassy here, officers of the Special
Cell of the Nelhi Police have ar-
rested a person, who had aileged-
K heen  assigned  the
driving a bomb-laden car to near
the visa section of the mission.

Mohammad Arvshad, o resident

! of Palna, was arrested by a teamn

of the Special Cell at Naya Tola in
Parna on Thursday. He would be
brought to Dethi on a transit 1e-
mand. With the arrest of Arshad,

jask of

for the ‘

Chief |

in a further

the total number of arrests in the -

case has gone up to four,

Cayven gunned
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: Mr Koijam, why was
the reaction to  rthis
Naga peace accord so
violent in Manipur?

A: The people of Manipur have
been suspicious and wary of
the Nagas for a long time. For
many years, from the time
Swaraj Kaushal was the inter-
locutor of the Prime Minister,
people have been objecting to
the extension of ceasefire
between the Government of
India and the NSCN-1 into the
terrifory of Manipur. On
August 4, 1997, there was a big
rally where lakhs of people
turned up — ladies, girls,
young men, old men, intellec-
teals, professionals, business
people, people from every walk
of life — protesting against the
extension of the ceasefire in
Manipur, to protect the terri-
torial integrity of the state.
Again in September last year,
there was another rally in
which lakhs of people turned
up. Then, repeatedly in the
state Assembly, unanimous
resolutions were passed that
territorial integrity of
Manipur should not be com-
promised. The ceasefire should
not be extended to Manipur.
Even this year in March in the
budget session when 1 was the
chief minister, a decision of
this effect was taken again,
This was the fourth one. Froin
the time when LK. Gujral was
the Prime Minister, delega-
tions of all political parties
have come so .many times.
Then when Advaniji was the
president of the BJP, he
assured us that the ceasefire
would not bhe exiended o
Manipar and its ferritorial
integrity would not be affected.
Then we met Harkishan Singh
Surjeet, A.B. Bardhan and the
then home minister [ndrajit
Gupta, and il was assured that
the ceasefire will not be extend-
ed to Manipur. Therefore, the
people are sentimentally and
emotionally very hurt.

0: Bur do not you agree that the
goverament should be talking to
the mitizanr groups and working
towards  bringing peace in
Nartheast?

A: It is not the guestion of my
agreeing. It was the appeal 1
was making to the Prime Min-
ister and the home minister,
when I met thenr'on 2nd of
March this year. I appealed to
the Prime Minister that a com-
plete, permanent and compre-
hensive peace in the Northeast
was necessary. 1 said, please
invite all the militant outfits,
operating in the region, for the
negotiations. Don’t talk only to
one group, that is, the NSCN.

"We have to

Y A |
bring peace i

Q&A:

When Manipur exploded in reaction to
the Government of India decision to
extend the afrreement of ceasefire with
the National Social Council of Naga-
land (NSCN-IM), Union home minister
LK. Advani claimed that be bad con-
sulted the chief ministers from North-
east and had felt that there was general
consensus on allowing the extension of

IM Naga group, but please

“invite all other proups. In

Manipur, we have many
groups, so they shouid all be
invited for the negotiations.
And why not declare a unilat-
eral ceasefire for all the groups,
as we have done in Kashmir?
At that time in March, I had
declared one month’s ceasefire
in the state from the state gov-
ernment’s side. I appealed to
the Prime Minister and the
home minister that they
declare ceasefire for the mili-
tants of Northeast just as the
ceasefire was declared in Kash-
mir. That would bring com-
plete peace to the Northeast.
But if you talk to omly one
group, which represents only
one cominunity, it wouald not
give you complete peace, rather
it would create more turmoil.
That is what 1 say, Also, I
opposed to the fact that if you
are guing to talk to only this
one group, then please do not
extend the ceasefire in the terri-
tory of Manipur. Given -this
background, T have said that
people are emotionally com-
pletely against this, the resolu-
tion in the Assembly, the politi-
cal delegatidns and the rallies. I
had mentioned this to them in
the meeting.

2 Which means vou had
Wforewarned  the  home
minister?

A: I'had, yes. 1 had and on the
13th of this manth, there was a
state level political conference
of the Samata Party at Imphal,
int the heart of the town. There,
we also took political and eco-
nomic resolutions. In onr polit-
ical resolutions, we said that
Government of India should
not succemb to the pressure of
NSCN-IM to extend the cease-

In Nagaland the ceasefire has been the
and they have been extorting a lot of
Nagaland for the last 13-14 years. My
have properties there. I know all my 1
They have been extorting money, bee
been recruiting people there. Do you o
Muivah says? Muivah says there shou
know what will happen there if the NMaj
brothers. They are welcome to. But peop.
peopie are worried for the future and w

1)

why ti

violen

Radbabinod Koijam
fire in the Naga i
areas in the Northeast,
larly in Manipur, It wou
Himalayan blunder a
ramifications would |
serious. This was our q
resolution.

O: Bur why should there
anxiety in the minds of 1.
ple of Manipur when th
minister has said that, un
NDA agenda the governl
committed o the ter|
integrity of all seven sis
north-eastern states?
A: The question is tha
have been giving these |
ances for the last many|
and people feel that th

ernment of India, or th

ership here, are not k
their word because th

gave me the assurance t
ceasefire would not be e
ed bevend the territg
Nagaland before they
examined the deman
NSCN-IM, of integrati
Naga inhabited areas.
you see by the PTI report
the signing of the agreem
Muivah with Padmanab:
Bangkok, it says that we
want greater Nagalang

HeERE CoME'S
"TEACHER'S |

WELL {OBBES, WE DID 1T AGAIN.
WERE SEPARATED FROM THE
TROOP AND WOPELESSIN LOST.

I ALMOST 400
YEARGOLD AKD T
FEAR LM BECOMING
TMMORTAL !
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SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2001

VIOLENCE IN MANIPUR -\

LB VIOLENT INCIDENTS that rocked Imphal in
the wake of the Union Government announcing
extension of its ceasefire agreement with the
NSCN{I-M) to all Naga-dominated areas in the
Northeastern region have sent shock waves
across the country. It may be true that protests
were expecred in Manipur and in Assam after the
agreement was announced. And anti-Govern-
ment protests have hardiy been free from vio-
lence in the region. But then, the scale of violence
with protesters braving the might of the security
forces, including the Army, as it was witnessed in
Imphal was indeed unprecedented. And the fact
that the protesters chose their targets — the State
Assembly, the Chiel Minister's secretariat and
the residences of the elected representatives in
the capital — with such impuniry must shake the
political clags in Manipur and also in New Delhi
out of its slumber. The events establish, beyond
any doubt, how much the political class is alien-
ated from the people in Manipur, And this is
what causes concern. Visuals showing the pro-
testers did reveal the participation of a cross sec-
tion, including women and vouth, in the maobs
that went about setting fire to all buildings that
housed one or another departiment of the stare
machinery in Imphal. And thiere seemed to be a
certain spontaneity to the agitation and that is
what must cause concern.

It appears now that the crisis that was wit-
nessed in the coalition in Manipur leading 1o the
proclamation of Ceniral rule in the State was also
an outcome of the ceasefire agreement that was
there in the making. It is a fact thalt Mr. Rad-
habinod Koijain as Chief Minister was opposed
to the idea of extending the ceasefire 10 areas
within Manipur too. And those ar the helm in
New Dethi were waiting for a change there. But
then, now that the Union Government is directly
responsible for the administration in Manipur, it
is imperative for those in the Home Ministry and
the Centre's emntissary to the NSCN({I-M), Mr. K.
Padmanabaiah. in particular 1o get their act to-

gether and take influential sections of public
opinion within Manipur {and this must involve
sections gutside the matnstrearn political parties)
into confidence. A concerted effort is needed to-
wards reassuring the students and the youth
leaders who seem to have taken over the lead-
ership of the agitation now that the ccasefire
agreement being expanded ro three districts in
Manipur (Ukhrul, Tameniong and Chandel) will
in no way lead 1o “legitimising’ the greater-Na-
galand demand. The sooner this exercise is be-
gun the better. Any delay wiil pave the way for
Turther chaos. e

It is in this context tlmﬂ(me fipds the attitude
of those at the helm in the Union Mome Ministry
somewhat disturbing. Tt may be true that the offi-
cials in the Ministry have been ruling cut (for rhe
record) any design to aftfect the territorial inregri-
ty of any of the States in the Northeast. But then,
there has hardly been any effort 1o communicate
with the representatives of the peaple in Manipur
all these days. And when the protesters urned
violent, the approach seemed 10 be restricted to
perceiving the violence as merely a taw and order
issue. [t is this attitude or policy framewark that
needs a radical change. The trouble in most parts
of the Northeastern States is indeed a fatlout of
such insensitivity (o the genuine demands and
aspiraiions of the people there, the youtl in par-
ticular. Tt is in this sense that one would expect
the tnion Government o seize Lhe opporfunity
now and convert the crisis into an advantage,
Any further delay in this cannot but lead to fur-
ther alienation of the people there from the dem-
ocratic process; and insofar as the Naga ccasefire
extension and the consequent troule in Mani-
pur are concerned, the need now is to carry out
the talks within a definite time frame and also
seek a cornmitment from rhie NSCN{I-M) that the
agreement reached now is only about cessarion
of armed strikes and couprter-strikes and will
have nothing to do with he idea ol a “greater
Nagaland.”

o



"Mixed reaction in Manipur to
Roy Burman’s intervention’

By Nirmalya Banerjee

. i
- The Times of india News Serw& Q‘ﬁ

IMPHAL.: The suggestion by Naga Ho-Ho council
gpresident M. Vero that the expert in North-East affairs,
B. K. Roy Burman. should be invited to Manipur to
fimd a solution to the Naga aspirations in Manipur has
generated a controversy in Imphal. Representatives of
;thc All Manipur Students Union and the All Manipur

Tnited Clubs Organization (AMUCO) have wel-
comed the proposal. “We arc open to discussions from
all sides”” AMUCO adviser R. K. Anand said. “We
want to sort out the problem. If anyone comes out with
a solution, we are ready to discuss it.”

But, a source close to a senior minister in the former
Rishang Keishing cabinet, a Kabui Naga himself, react-
ed sharply to Mr Roy Burman's formula for resolving
the Manipur crisis which was in the lines of a special in-
stitutional arrangement like the Sami tribes in the Scan-
dinavian countries had. “This is the basic difference be-
tween the NSCN ([-M) and the Ho-Ho,” he said. “The
Ho-Ho is happy with apex councils looking after the
problem of Nagas spread in different states, but the
INSCN (I-M) wants nothing short of sovereignty.” He
fhought Mr Roy Burman's mediation might not work.

Rishang Kelshing gave a tongue-in-cheek reply,
“When [ was chiefl minister, Roy Burman was chair-
man of the chief minister’s social policy cell. T have high
regards for him and his intervention may be useful. In
uty case, some special formula is needed for the Nagas
of Manipur.” Talking to TOINS, Mr Rishang ques-
tioned, however, the Naga Ho-Ho's action of extend-
ing the invitation to Mr Rov Burman. “If the Ho-Ho is
speaking on behalf of some underground group, then
the peaple may not accept the formula offered.” he
said,

In any case, different sections of the Nag;g hvm in
Imphal as well as the Meiteis were happy that the vio-
lence which had taken place in the town on Monday
did not degenerate mnto attacks on any particular com-
munity. “We are conscious of the need to maintain
communal amity,” Mr Anand said. Even then, the au-
thoritics took no chance and stepped up security in the
Naga-dominated areas in the town.

Different Naga tribes living in and around Imphal
were not unanimous in their opinion on the advisabili-
tv of extending the ceasetire with the NSCN {I-M) and
the fature of the Nagas in Manipur.*We want to live in
peace. There has been no trouble so far. but we don't
sce any reason why there is any need to extend the
ceasefire to Manipur,” James Goldman, a resident of
the Thangalbazar area, said. “We are slaying here since
the time of our forefathers,” he added. Another resi-
dent of the locality said if they had to migrate to the hill
areas of Manipur—dominated by Nagas—thev would
be treated like refugees.

But, a resident of Dewlahland, a non- éovcrnx%
organisation activist, who refused to be idenudied, wa
ready to quit the plains of Manipur. “We will say good- |
bye and go if the situation becomes too difficult,” he
satd. In fact, some people, living in rented houses and
students, had already left, he said. But, he welcomed
the possibility of Mr Roy Burman’s intervention. if it
could bring a lasting solution to the Naga problem.
“Ahove all, we want peace,” he said.

The NGO activist thought one of the reasons why
the Nagas felt alienated in Manipur was the lack of de-
velopment in the Naga-dominated arcas. “The devel-
opmnental efforts stop in the valley,” he said. “In the
hills, there is a shortage of sefioals, hospitals and roads.
When 20 teachers are p€eced in a school, there are
only five.”
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PM reviews Naga’
%ceaseflre

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atail Behari
Vajpayee, today reviewed the
developments since the
extension of the Naga
ceasefire.

At a high-level meeting, the
Prime Minister heard the
nature of apprehensions that
have gripped the northeastern
States since the
announcement that the
Centre-NSCN (1-M) ceasefire
wotuld be extended to all
Naga-inhabited areas.

However, the overall view
was that the Centre could not
go back on the central thrust
of the ceasefire extension.

The meeting took place on
the eve of the gH-party
meeting scheduled tomorrow.

This ey¢ning’s high-level

meeting was attended, among
others, by the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, the
Unjon Home Secretary, Mr.
Kamal Pande, the Director of
the Intelligence Bureau, Mr.
K.P. Singh, and the Centre's
negotiator, Mr. K.
Padamanabhaiah.

The Prime Minister is said
to have agreed that Mr.
Advani should make an
attempt to convince the
political leaders from Manipur
of the Centre’s sincerity and
to assure the other
northeastern States that the
ceasefire extension in no way
was an endorsement of the
“greater Nagaland” concept.

The meeting also decided
that the law and order aspect
be firmly handled and that
trouble-makers dealt with
firmly.



S
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 22. — The Centre must
make public the details of its pact with the
NSCN (IM) which led to the declaration of
cease-fire, the Assam chief minister, Mr Tarun
(ogoi, said today.

Reiterating his opposition to the extension of
the cease-fire beyond the Nagaland borders and
into the Assam territory, the chief minister said
he feared a desper motive behind the whole
deal.

“I want to know what is the intention behind

. this deal. T fear some secret motive heBind this

decision to extend cease-fire beyond the Naga-

land borders”, he said at a press conference.
When asked 'whether the Union home ministry
“ig possibly inclined to the NSCN (IM) demand

' for Greater Nagaland”, Mr Gogot said: “It could
. be. But that was why I asked for the details of

the deal. I also demand a categorical assurance

! from the Centre that the cease-fire will not af-
. fect the territorial integrity of Assam.”

He also said that he was never consulted by the

: Union home ministry before the decision was
" taken. “In fact when I met Mr Advani I had op-

posed any such move,” he added.

The Assam chief minister indicated that his
government can’t be held respensible if the for-
mer earlier Mahanta government had given its
consent for this kind of cease-fire. “Even Mr
Mahanta appears to be ambiguous on the is-
sue. Whatever his government’s stand on the
issue could have been, my government has
clearly stated the opposition to the cease-fire
decision.”

Even while promising to take steps to ensure law
and order, Mr Gogoi asked the Centre to review
the decision. He also feared that the decision has
the potential to create law and order situation in

‘ Assam “Already there are protests in many parts

Make Naga
pact details

ublic

MI.AS FACE HOSTILE WELCOME

NEW DELHI, June 22. - If some of the Mani-
pur MLAs who reached here thought the na-

tional capital could be a safe sanctuary for .
them against the heat of “Quit Manipur” agi- -

tation back home by students demanding their
resignations, they are sadly miscalculated. On

. the other hand, these MLAs found a group of °

Manipuri students blocking their eniry into ;-
the Manipur House here, forcing them check

_in elsewhere, almost in a secret manner.
By evening it was clear that most of these

- MLAs including some BJP ones are staying at -
: the guest house of Andaman and Nicobar Is- |

" lands here. When contacted by The Statesman

over the telephone, one of the MLAs, who

. identified himself as Mr Alpom Singh, did

come on the line but was extremely reluctant *- "
to talk. He was also unwilling to say how .

many of hig colleagues are staying with him.
All that Mr Singh would say was that he and

- his colleagues are eagerly awaiting the arrival -
of their leader Mr Dorendra Singh either late '
' tonight or tomorrow morning to find a solution '
with the Union home minister. — SNS :

of the state against the Centre’s decision, It is cer-

tainly worrisome,” Mr Gogoi said.

Manipur peace panel: The Manipur govern- ;
ment has formed a 17-member committee on re- |

storation of peace and harmony today, adds PTI
from Imphal.

The divicional eommissioner, Ch Blrendra '

Singh, has been appointed as its convener, of-
ficials said. At its first meeting this after-

noon, the committee discussed modalities to

restore peace and communal harmony in the
state.

BJP seeks ‘safety-clause’

in Naga pact

: STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
{ NEW DELH!, June 22. — The

BJP central leadership under

. pressure from its Manipur unit

.| today sought to incorporate cer-
i tain provisions in the Centre-
. NSCN (IM) peace accord, as-
. guring the territorial integrity
. of the North-east states.

The BJP national secretary

! in-charge of the North-east, Mr
"P V Acharya, today met the
: Union home minister to seek
. this assurance. The meeting
" follows the Manipur BJP MLA-

‘g vigit here to register their

protest with the central leader-
ship and the government
against extending the cease-
fire beyond the borders of Na-

- galand.

After his 45-minute meeting
with Mr L K Advani, Mr
Acharya told reporters that he
told the home minister to in-
corporate a clear commitment
in the accord that the pact wo-
n't at any stage compromise
the territorial integrity of oth-
er North-eastern states includ-
ing Manipur.

This written assurance is a
must even though there have
been verbal assurances to this ef-
fect from many central leaders,

Mr Acharya alse wanted the
Centre to include representa-
tives of various political parties
in the propoesed cease-fire mon-
itoring committee, which origi-
nally comprised only defence
and civil (administrative and
personal) representatives,

Mr Acharays’s efforts are seen
as patt o the central BJP lead-
ership’s effort to pacify its state

unit which is demanding the
review of the cease-fire deci-
sion. Besides, the central lead-
ership is hoping that these as-
surances from the home minis- |
try would provide a face-saver .

for both the state and centra]
party leaders,

The Manipur BJP chief, Mr .

Dorendra Singh,
meet Mr Advani tomorrow to
discuss the issue.

is slated to :

Meanwhile, the former state |
minister and the BJF kisan ;
morcha president, Mr H Kang- -

jama Singh, sent a memoran- '

dum to the Prime Minister urg-
ing him io withdraw the cease-
fire from the Manipuri areas.



* STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, June 22. — The

. Assam government’s apprehen-

sion that extension of ceasefire

. area with the NSCN to Assam

may worsen the law and order
situation further may not be e-
ntirely without substance with
reports of prelmunary investi-
gation into yesterday's killing
of 12 Sulfa men suggesting that
Naga and Ulfa militants were
involved.

The minister of home for state,
Mr Prodyut Bordoloi, who vis-
ited the site of the massacre in
Dibrugarh district today, said
that some of the attackers spoke
Nagamese, which is the lan-
guage spoken by Nagas particu-
larly when interacting with As-
samese-gpeaking people.

“Both Ulfa and Naga militants
were probably involved in the
incident,” Mr Bordolei said.

The car, which had brought
the militants to the Moran Polo
Club where the incident took
place, later fled towards Sonari
with it8 eceupants, Sonari bor-
ders Mon district of Nagaland

——

where the Khaplang faction of
the NSCN has bases.

The Ulfa has been known to be
in league with the NSCN-K.

The recent ceasefire area ex-
tension into Assam was accord-
ing to agreement with the NS-
CN({I-M} but it would also be
applicable for the truce with
the NSCN-E, too.

The Assam chief rninister even
today demanded in Delhi that t-
he ceasefire area be not extended
to the state as that would create
a serious law and order problem.

Mr Bordoloi held a meeting

with senior police and civil offi-
cials to take a stock of the law
and order situation and assur-
ed that the culprits of yester-
day’s carnage would be brought
to book. He also visited the
families of some of those who
were killed yesterday.
Sulfa body plea: The Asom Ja-
tiva Mahasabha, which is a
statewide platform for Sulfa his
asked its members ta exercise
utmost restraint in the wake of
the kiiling of 12 of therm.

The Sulfa men were gunned
down when they gathered for a

e
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Naga outfit hand
likely in Su
 killings: re
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meeting to form an NGO at the
Moran Polo Club yesterday
morning. While initial reports
said six others were injured, i
later transpired that the num-
ber of injured were actually 10.
They are undergoing treatment
at hospitals in Dibrugarh and
adjoining Sibsagar district.
The AJM publicity secretary,
Mr Sasanka Sharma, teld The
Statesman today that mem-
bers have been asked to contact
the central office here in case of
any emergency. “But they
should not in any way aggra-
vate the situation, there must
be no retaliation” he said.

Mr Sharma said the Ulfa must
stop the vielence because they
were not likely to gain inde-
pendence through such acts
“Such incidents only lead to hay-
assment of the people,” he said.
Ulfa denies charge: Denying
his outfit’s hand in the killing, t-
he Ulta commander-in-chiet, Mr
Paresh Barua, is reported to ha-
ve told some local newspapers o-
yer the telephone that yesterday-
's incident was a fallout of rivalryv

hetween two groups of the Sulfa.
p
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12 Sulfamen
gunned down

HT Correspondent A

GCuwahati, June 21 ! &l

IN THE second such attack ina
week, Ulfa militants this after-
noon killed 12 Sulfa men and
injured 20 others at Moran mn
Dibrugarh district.

Additional inspector-general
of police Ramani Barua said,
“Suspected  Ulfa  militants
attacked the surrendered cadres
when they were coming to attend
a meeting.”

The surrenge/re cadres had
gathered at MoraniPolo Club to
discuss floating ar} NGO when
the militants opened fire on them
from automatic weapons around
12.30 p.m.. police sald. Five mili-
tants, who had-come in a Maruti
Zen, attacked only their former
colleagnes but spared civilians
and the security men attached to
the Suifa men. they added.

The aperation was aimed at
killing off the surrendered mili-
tants, The securitymen could
only watch on as masked mili-
tants picked and killed the Suifa
men one by one, The killers were
speaking in Nagamese, the police
said. Speaking to the Hindustan
Times, former Ulfa publicity sec-

* retary Sunil Nath described the
attack as an act of terrorism.

The dead were identified as
Jintu Sarma, Ajit Changmal,
Gasiruddin Barua, Mohim
Chetia, Muhi Barua, Haresh
Gohain, Parag Rajkhowa. Manoj
Agarwala, Khirod Gogoi, Biren
Gogol, Angseng Siam and Paresh
Bharali.

"gee also report on Page 6 //
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nG untoward incident was re-
ported, the situation was very
tense despite indefinite curfew in
Irnphal East, Imphal West and
Thoubal districts. Curfew was re-
laxed for two hours this morning
and would be again for several
hours tomorrow.

The AMSU and other organisa-
tions threatened to intensify its ag-
%tation if the extension of ceasefire
with the NSCN (IM) to Manipur
was not withdrawn, and an-
nourced boyeott of the MLAs and
MPs as they had ‘ignored the seti-
ments of the people” and should
leave the state immediately.

The organisations had on Tuesday
asked the legislators to resign
within 24 hours, but 36 of themin a
meeting decided towait till August
one. Twentyfour others could not
attend the meeting,

Leaders of the social organisa-
tions said theywould soon launch a
series of agitations including non-
cooperation movement and mass
sit-in  protests throughout the
state. They, however, condemned
the buring of the national flag dur-
ing violence on Monday,

Meanwhile 19 MLAs, led by
BJP legislature wing leader R K
Dorendra Singh, today left for
New Delhi to urge the Centre to
reconsider the ceasefire decision,

Home Minister L K Advani
has convened a meeting of politi-
cal parties of Manipur in Dethi on
Saturday following a discussion
with Governor Ved Prakash Mar-
wah.

Former Chief Minister W Ni-
pamacha Singh today described
‘totally wrong' a news report at-
tributing to Union Home ministry
sources that he had given consent

to the extension of Centre-NSCN
(I-M) ceasefire to Manipur.

Meanwhile, NSCN (K) today
welcomed the expansion of the
ceasefire beyond Nagaland as a
“good turning point” of the Naga
political struggle, but took strong
exception to opposition by neigh-
boutsing states against the trice ex-
tension. e

Nagas did disrespect the
integrity of others. In the same
manner “we will not allow any-
body to disrespect our identity”,
NSCN(K) said in its first public
statement after the Centre-
NSCN(I-M) ceasefire area cover-

age agreement. (‘]1 }Qo
Stating that it wor ;{‘;& -

promise on the “territory” bf Na-

gas, it said the extension of cease-

fire to entire Naga inhabited areas
has been NSCN(K)'s demand
also.

Political parties in Nagaland
also urged the people of Manipur
and other North-Eastern states to
remain calm following the Centre
and NSCN(I-M)'S clarifications

on the extension of ceasefire and

their territorial integrity.
Nagaland People’s Council
(NPC), Nagaland Democratic

Party (NDP) and the state unit of .

BJP in separate statements ap-
pealed to the people of neighbour-
ing states of Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh to extend help
and co-operation in resolving the
protracted Naga political prob-
lem. Normal life continued to be

the extension of
official sources |

Naga MLAs i
'DelhfoRtrifce

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA , S’-t
IMPHAL, JUNE 21 e

MANIPUR confinued tg re-
mainvery tense with the indefinite

- curfew in three districts entering

the fourth day today as 19 legisla- -
tors left for Dethi to urge Centryl
leaders to reconsider the ceasefire
issue,
Official sources said although
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



fa-Sulfa renew blood feud

(P

HT Correspondent \2\\ ~ (Ql
Guwahati, June 21
THURSDAY MORNING'S mas-
sacre at Moran where at least a
dozen Surrendered Ulfa (Sulfa)
militants were shot dead and five
others injured by their farmer col-
leagues is a continuation of the
violence between the two groups.

Over the years, rivalry between
the two groups has resulted in a
nunber of killings where rela-
tives and friends of the Ulfa mili-
tants and their surrendered for-
mer colleagues have also been tar-
geted. Thursday's incident is,
however, the most violent one till
date. One of the initial attacks
against the relatives of the Ulfa
militants toak place in August

1888 when four relatives of former
ublicity secretary Mithinga
Daimary were shot dead at their
residence. Six masked vouths
shot dead Mithinga’s elder broth-
er Dharanidhar Das, his pregnant
wife Rupiyoti, mother Phuleswari
and his sister Latika. The last
major outburst of Sulfa-Ulfa vio-
lence was witnessed between
December and January Nearly 20
people were killed as a result of
the fratricidal fend, which was
stated o be the outtome of some
recent attacks on relatives of Ulfa
members, including the parents of
Ulfa chief Paresh Baruah.

Twao days later, Deepak, brother
of Sasha Choudhury, foreign sec-
retary’ of Ulfa, was killed by
unidentified assailants in the Nal-

bari district. On December 23,
unidentified assassins blew up the
house of dreaded Ulfa militant
Sashi Fhukan at Baihata in Kam-
rup fdistrict with two powerful
hand grenades. No one was
injured as the house was aban-
doned at that time.

Soon, three former Ulfa miii-
tants were shot dead and two oth-
ers injured in the Najbari district
by members of the hanned outfit,
This was followed by an attack on
another Sulfa member and cne of
his associates by a suspected Ulfa
militant at Mangaldai in Darrang
district. Following huge public
outcry against these and later
killings, the Government was
forced to launch an offensivy‘
against the Sulfa members. /

Meghalaya FM pleads
for ‘Plan holiday’

AN ACUTE shortage of non-Plan
funds has forced Meghataya
Finance Minister A H Scott Lyng-
doh to plead for a year of “Plan
holiday” so that all available
resources could be ufilised in
maintaining the infrastructure of
the previous Plans. Lyngdoh
admitted in the Assembly on
Thursday that the austerity mea-
sures laid down by the Centre
were a major handicap in main-
taining the infrastructure of the
previous Plans. He accepted Oppo-
sition charges that funds were
spent quite indiscriminately dur-
ing the fag enad of the fiscal lead-
ing to much wastage. He stressed
the need of radical measures to
averhaul the trend.
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-"Manipu
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MANIPUR GOVERNOR Ved
Prakash Marwah who has come
under severe criticism following
the killing of 13 persons in CRPF
firing at Imphal, appealed to the
people of the State not to do any-
thing that will inflame the already
charged atmosphere in the State.
He termed the June 18 incident

/

AT Correspondent
Imphal, June 21

kitling of 13 persons as one of the
saddest day of his life. The Gov-
ernor acknowledged the feelings
of the Manipuris over the pre-
vailing situation in this volatile
border State, the Governor said
in a communigue issued by the
Raj Bhavan on Thursday

He deeply bemoaned the loss of
previous lives and injuries to
many persons during the riet,
the letter said, adding that any

r Governor appeals for peace

further violence will only esca-
late and complicate the already
difficult situation.

He assured the people of
Manipur that he would convey
their grievances to the Central
Government. “We together must
find out ways to calin their fears
of the extension of ceasefire out-
side Nagaland without any terri-
torial limif as well as the territo-
rial integrity of Manipur,” the

"1..}_1,.:' ;"‘n;'g..“. oiaw

A\

communique added. N
CPM unit has demanded r

Ved Prakash Marwah for higf
ure to maintain peace in this sen-
sitive horder State.

Naga appeal: Manipur-based
Naga organisations expressed
their grief on the killing of 13
persons in the firing on June 18
and appealed to the people of the
State to maintain peacf
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Lawmakers served..
‘Quit Manipur’ notice

Jaideep Mazumdar {? -
Imphal June 21 a /{:( (\/\
AGITATING STUDENTS and
social organisations here have
served “Guit Manipur” notices on
the State’s 60 MLAs and three
MPs, with a punch line call for a
social boveott of the lawmakers.

Representatives of eight organ-
isatinns, including the Al
Manipur Students’ Union and the
All Manipur United Clubs Organ-
igation, told reporters this morn-
ing that they had also called for a
non-cooperation and civil disobe-
dience movement. They renewed
their demand for immediate revo-
cation of the extended truce,

With no sign of an early end to
the standoff, 13 MLAs led by BJP
legislature wing leader RK Daren-
dra Singh left for New Delhi today
i demand roliback of the truce
area coverage,

Some departing MLAS said
their coileagnes too would be in
Delhi soon. The administration
taday attempted a4 cautious return
to arder. velaxing curfew for two
hours in the morning. The curfew
may be lifted for three hours
tomorrow, “There was no incidens
in the valley today We are con-
stantly monitoring the situation
and intend to relax curfew restrie-
tions between 6 am and 9 am
temarrow, But there is a strong
undercurrent of anger. In fact, it
is growing with each passing day.
We can't afford to lower our
guard,” DGP A A Siddigui said.

Governor Ved Marwah con-
vened a meeting of his two advi-
sars K Kipgen and EN Rammo-

[

AFF PMOTO
All that remains of the Assembly.

han, DGP Siddigui, chief secre-
tary Rakesh, IGP (intelligence)
MEK Das and other sentor officers
at Raj) Bhawan this afternoon tn
review the situation

“The ultras are active and
fuelling resentment among the
people. We are hamstrung
because our information sources
have dried up on account of the
curfew That's why we are so very
cauntions,” Siddigni said, even as
the administration Haised with
the Army and police stepped up
vigil on the streets.

The Centre today decided to
convene a meeting in Dethion Sat-
urday to discuss the situation
with leaders from Manipur

Related reports on Page 6 o




Big
ML ASs cut
brave front,

pass buck
to Delhi

Imphal, June 22: From winning
hearts to losing homes, Manipur's
MLAs have travelled a long way in
the brief span of afew days since
the Centre decided to extend the
Naga ceaseflire to the state.

Dyriven from their homes
which were burnt {o ashes, beaten
and kicked by angry mobs and
now facing the prospect of a social
boycott, legistators heve are chayt-
ing a new course to keep their po-
litical prospects alive.

On the surface, it is biuff and
hluster, “We couldn't care less,”
said state BJP legisiator Bhubon
Singh, 2 day after the All Manipur
Students’ Union (AMSU) and The
Al Manipuy United Clubs Organi-
sation (AMUCQ) -- the outfits
spearheading the anti-ceasefire
extonsion agitation -- threatened
tao virtualty banish them from the
state.

“We are answerable only (o the
pecple. Who are the AMSU and the
AMUCO to boyeott us?” echoed
another jegislator, Gangmumet
Kamei of the Federal Party of Ma-
nipur.

Ask any of them what they {esl
about the charge that they have
“lef down the people”, and fingers
are promptly pointed at the Cen-
Tre.

“For many years we have been
giving resolutions to Delhi, saying
that the ceasefire should not be ox-
tended, buf it is the Centre that fi-
nally let Manipur down,” said
Kamei, expressing a view widely
shared by almest all legisiators.
“Burning down the Assembly
building and aftacking us is yross-
Iy wneonstitutional. It is the Cen-
tre that should be facing the fire.”

But there is a fear lurking

Two
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A protest weeting in Imphal. Fotre by Ainit Datia

among the ML:As today Having
turned down the demand for their
resipnation by the agitationists,
they know they have to act fast o
regain the political initiative,

No ane, fov even @ moment, be-
Heves that tomorrow’s meeting in
Dethi with Union home minister
LK. Advanpi is going io lead to a
roliback of the Centre’s decision.

“Even i we do not achieve
anvthing, we are compelled to
caonvey the message of the people
here to the Union government,”
admitted Manipur People's Party
chief OQ. Joy Singh before leaving
for the capital this morning,

“Weowilbield the home mindster
that the decision should be re-
viewed ar ¢lse there will be more
problems here. But [ have to say
that we don't know what to
expect.”

Neither can the MILAs brush
off the charge thrt while thoy kept

pulling each other down as well as
suceessive govermments leading
finaily ta the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule, the state suffered.

“It is like Nero fiddling while
Rome burnt,” said an AMUCO
leader. “Our politicians have been
too self-seeking to work for the
people. The only thing they were
bothered about was getting the
loaves of affice and they forgot to
come {o the aid of those who elect-
ed them. Fven our MPs did not
press the ceasefire matter strong-
by with the Centre.”

For the moment, they have
bought some time. The July 31
deadline given to the Centre to re-
view the ceascefire deciston or ac-
cepl their resignation letters may
not have been accepted by the agi-
tationists but it s still a “face
saver”, many of them believe.

But beyong that, if thereisno
review of the situation, the ap-

tions will get further restricled.
“It is a catch-22 sttuation,” admit-
ted an MLA,

“if after the deadline there is
nathing positive happening for
the state and we still do not resign,
then most of us are bound to lose
the next elections. On the other
hand, by giving in to the agitation-
ists’ demand, we, in effect, are ac-
cepting blame for what has hap-
pened and end up prolonging
President’s rale in Manipug”

While curfew came 10 their
resciie in the days following Mon-
day’s conflagration, the MLAs are
now hoping that the five weeks left
for their deadline throws up satne
answers for their survival,

Amsu arrests

More than 10 Amsu activists, in-
cluding Amsu president O
Shyamchand, have heen arvested
this evening.

- CELCGRAPH
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FROM RADIIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delthi, June 22: As Manipur
limped towards normality, Prime
Minister Atal Bihavi Vajpayee and
home minister 1.K. Advani met
this evening to 1ake sfock of the
sityation in the strife-torn state.

Restoration ol o popular gov-
ernment was the “only means” of
bringing i back on the rails. they
concluded.  Home  ministry
sources said the Centre’s top two
felt “no state would lfike to be in-
definitely governed by the Cen-
ire”. )

Sources also said that Advani,
who has convened a meeting of
the Manipur political parties {o-
morrow, will use the occasion to
“test the political waters” and as-
sess the prospect of a ‘credible
and stable” government to “re-
store the people's faith in the polit-
ical systemy”.

BJP sources, however, said
their reading was that time 15 "not
yvetripe” for a government to come
into place in Manipur after the
charade which saw successive dis-
pensations overthrown, legista-
fors switching sides by the minute
and NDA constituenis setiling
their own scores.

in fact, the party national sec-
retary in charge of Northeast,
Padmanabha Acharya. conveyed
to Advani in 4 one-to-one mmeoting
at Narth Block today that the Cen-
tre's first priority should he
“regtoration of peace and order
rather than swearing in a govern-
ment”, BIP sourees said the sug-
gestion way based on the feedback
from the Manipur legisiators who
had come to Delhi,

However, the perception
shared by governmoent sources
was that with so much public ire
vented against Governor Ved Mar-
wah as welt as Vajpayee and Ad-
vahi - - whose effizies were burnt
on Imphal’s streats - - the Centre
must be “seen 1o recede in the
background™.

More so when the reasefire ex-
tension was there to stay and un-
likely to be revoked. Bringing
back a popular government was
seen as the only way of “diluting”
the “negative impact” of the
Bangkok-accord and “reestabiish-
ing the Centre's credibility and le-

pitch for popular government

gitimacy™. said sources. _

The BJP suggested to Advan
that the Bangkok-accord betwaen
the Centre and the NSCN {Isa_k—
Muivah) should be amended 0 I
sert a glanse stating that the cease-
five extension in Manipuy had
“nothing to do with the teiritortal
injegrity of any state”.

Such a clause will ga 4 long
way in allaying the doubts and
fears that had crept into the minds
of the Manipuris about the Cen-
tre’s “suspect motives” and the
BJF’s “hidden agenda”, the party
felt.

Acharva told reporters later
the amendment that he suggested
was: “Let the integrity of the
states not he eroded In any way or
affected hy the extension of peace
talks outside Nagaland.”

Acharya indicated the Centre
mav cotwvene another meeting of
the chief ministers of the states
where the ceasefire is operative,
namely Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh.

Advani had convened such a
meeting on March 3. Acharya said
afresh one was necessitated hy the
“sea-change” in the political sce-
nario of Manipur and the change
of government in Assam.

Acharya also proposed broad-
basing the composition of th_e
ground rules for the Peace Moni-
toring Committee, constituted by
the home ministry, specially for
Nagaland. At present, the comimit-
tee only comprises burcancrats
and armymen.

The BJP secretary has request-
ed Advani to include “wellmind
ed civitians” from groups like the
Naga Ho-Ho and Mothers’ Qrgani-
sation.

The committes was to oversee
the ceasefire in a state like Ma-
nipur, home to several insurgent
groups apart from the NSCN(I-M)
- the Peopte’s Liberation Armv
Manipur National Liberatioo
Front ~- znd had a mised popola-
tion. “In between the two Naga-
dominated arcas of Ukhru! and
Chandel there are Meithi-majort-
ty areas where the NSCN(U-M!
doesn't exist bul other militant
grouns may, The ceasclire would
1ot ba operative in such ateas and
the non-NSCNG-M) outfits will not
be bound by its rulef‘)éﬁplaiﬂ@d
Acharya.



Assam alert
over fruce
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI. June 20. - Assam
. has sounded an alert appre-
hending a Manipur-like situa-
tinn in the stale foliowing the
tantre’s deciston to extensd (he

ares of ceasefire with the
NSON “withent tevrforial m-
g

“There may ke a sericus law
and order situalion in the
state,” the chiet piinister, Mr
Taron Gognt, said. “Already a
$5-hour handh has heen called
m the North Cachar Hillz dis.
trict,” he said

The handh began at 5 this
murning The NSCN has been
running 4 virtually paraliel ad
ministration in the district, col-
lecting taxes from individuals,
government officials and de-
partments and business houses
at will.

The chief minister said that
deputy commissioners and su-
perintendents of police of the
dizsiricts have been alerted to
deal firmly with any vielation
of law and order,

Addressing his first press con-
ference after ascending to the
hot <eat a little aver a month
ago, Mr Gogoi demanded that
the Centre revoke its decision
forthwith. “There is no justifi-
cation in extending the cease-
fire area to Assam because the
NSCN's activities are confined
to Nagaland,” he =aid.

He said he had apprised the
I'nion hoeme minister, Mr LK
Advani, ahout the siate’s con-
cerns and the latier assured
him - that there would he no
trouble in Assam because of ex-
tension of the ceasefire to As-
sam and other places. The

FVEE
hnthe minister. hawever, couid
not explain hew extending the
ceasefire area beyond Naga-
land could help. “He .only said
that it would help in restoring
peace " the chief minister said.

Pespite its “strong” apposi-
tion. there appears tc be a con-
tradiction in the governments
stand.

For mstance, when asked if
the poiice would arrest ans
NSCN militant even if he was
anarmed and did not vinlate
iaws, Mi Gogni replied in ithe
negative “As long as they dantt
vialate the ginund rules of the
ceasefire they are free Lo nuee
areund.” he waid On the ather
hand. he said. the police couid
arrest an Ulfa militant even if
he did not break the law. In
other words, the state govern-
ment accepts application of {the
NSCN-Centre ceasefire ground
rules in Assam buf is opposed
tr extension of the fruce area io
the state. Tlowever. the state
governmenl is clear about net
allowing even  designatesd
camps of the NSCN on Assam
territory.

Mr Gegol also said that the
Congress  was  unanimoug
about its opposition to the
NECN demand for ‘greater Na-
galand’ comprising parts of
Manipur. Arunachal Pradesh,
Aszsam hesides the present
state of Nagaland. But the
Congress chief minister of MNa-
galand. Mr & {1 Jamir, remind-
ed only the ather dav that he
stond for integrauan of ail Na-
ga-inhabited areas under a sin-
gle administrative umbrella.
The Nagaland Assembly had

adopted three resolutions g™
the past in this regard.



qupayee aésures Chaoba of acceptable solution
MILAs condemn arson, seek

judicral pr?b
48

IMPHAL/NEW DELHI, June 20. - At least 40
 Manipur MLAs tonight condemned the burning

of the Manipur Assembly hall and other buiid-
ings by anti-ceasefirc extension protesters on
Monday. They demanded a probe by a High
Court judge into the police firing that claimed 13
lives.

The meeting, presided over by the Speaker, Mr
8 Dhananjoy, criticised the administration for
failing to protect life and property.

The MLAs, who had been given a 24-hour dead-
line to resign by the All Manipur Students’ Union,
decided to rush to New Delhi to convince Mr Atal
Behari Vajpavee, Mr LK Advani and other
Central leaders te revoke the ceasefire from the
territorial boundary of Manipur.

Dr Loken Singh (JD-L) announced that he
would resign if the Centre did not withdraw
the ceasefire [rom the Manipur territory by 31
July.

The Manipur State Congress leader, Mr
“hiaoba Singh, said the Prime Minister had ass-

ANIPUR:
s,

(Continued from page 1}

STATESMAN NEWS SEBVICE AND UN

ceasefire  exiension beye

Nagaland would not underi‘;a.i?]g
the territorial  integrity of
neighbouring states. he said
beeause of fears about NSCN.
IM’s stand on the issue, a
united pofitical front wo‘uld
soon take shape after talks with
more party leaders in fmphal,

Victims  cremated: The
bod_les of the 13 victims of Map.
day's police firing were given a
mass cremation at Kerupat on
the banks of the Imphatl river
today. Indefinite cupfew in
three digtricts continued h

The /hodies were taken in
fur‘ cremation {rom the
e of the Regional Insti
of Medical Science Haospi.
» With Army and security
orees guarding the foup-km
route, officials said. (A\ ],
Journalists were harre rom
the funeral, where only family
members of the victims ang
Amsu and Amuco representa-
tuves were allowed Sources
said’ Armyv helicapters took to
the ls,kies after raports that
People were congregati i
curfew-bound areg.:. i'thgA}:
my and paramiiitar: forces
staged a flag mavch ipn Imphal -
and greater Impha.

The condition of the former
Mampulr general administra.
tion minister, Mr N Bihari
fl_lrigh. injured in Monday's

olence, remai
ratence emainad very
Webhsite: Manipuris iiving
across the world have launched
a website, www geocities com
to mobilise an in| :
signature campa
the ceasefire ext
Nagaland.

into firin
S\\&n R 5

' .
would try and find an
acceptable solution to the erisis. :

Mr Singh, who met Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
this afternoon, denied rumours that he had
resigned from the government and his party had
withdrawn from the NDA on the ceasefire issue.
He is the only Central minister from Manipur,

Though his party was yet to decide on this

issue, there was confusion because the MSCP-N
had announced its exit from the NDA.

In a memorandum submitted to Mr Vajpayee,
Mr Singh said it was impossible to convince the
people that ceasefire oxtension and respect

for the state’s territorial integrity were separate
issues.

Passions were running high and in future, the
people would not buy the Céentre’s arguments,
The former Manipur chief minister, Mr
Radhabinod Koijam, started informal talks with
the leaders of various parties in the ‘state to
form a united front to oppose the ceasefira,

While he welcomed the Centre’s assurance that

M Sce MANIPUR: page 8
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Mass cremation of the Iimphal riot victims, (AFP)

er shadow
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under siege, Ferried from their

Nrk RARRELAARLC AR Sy e, L

UMITRA homes in police jeeps, under the
; FROMSA PANERIEE watchful eyes of the ﬁgly in?
o 20: itwastobean city under curfew, relatives o
J ' ﬁgeh&og:: :peratium Quietly, the dead were first taken toihe
one by one, the administrators morgug and then é-ushed to the
ed to cremate thehod- | cremation groun 1 ]
?e:‘iylf}ﬁ!?se killed in Monday's Amidst the wails of the bere-
massive protest, aved and the smoke rising from
Sitting on a powder keg, it the pyres, a sp].itary barner flut-
seemed the only way to prevent tered, capturing the.semjments
a further canflagration. But, of the people. it dedicated th_e
once again, the peaple prevailed. | placeto “the martyrs who laid )
Today, the bodies of the 13 down §he1r lives to save the:;errl-
people who had fallen to police torial integyity of the_sta_.te .
bullets protesting the exfension Fear stalks the majority
of the Naga ceasefire to Ma- Meitei pcpulatiop here. Outnu-
nipur were placed on pyres at mbered in four districts by ,the
Kekru-Pat on the banks of ITm- Nagas, for them the Cenire’s
phal river in a mass cremation ceasefire has only signailed an
and the last rites performed, endorsement of the Naga tiaim
. Omly, it was a cremation for a “greater Nagalim".
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 D
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It is this apprchensinn of 4 parti-
tion of Manipur rhat brought
80.000 people aut of their homes
on Monday iv a displav of solidar-
ity and anger that led to a carnage
which could only be quelled bv a
rush of police bullets,

The surface is calm in Imphai
today. but the air is thick with ten.
sion. “It would only need a match
to ignite the city once again.” con-
ceded Manipur's inspector-gener-
al of police (law and ardery R,
Baral, who was persanally super-
vising securiry at the cremation
site this afternoon.

Itis precisely ameasure of this
tension that havely had the Lan-
ner dedicated to the “martyrs” be-
en put up than an Assam Rifles ja-
wain pulled it down before the aves
of the grief-stricken relatives,

The mass cremation today is
hot what che administration had
wanted. A mass outpouring of
sorrow and anger at such a sight is

Lakicn in Impha) today: " said an
official,

Trurough the last two days. in
fact, the All Manipur Studonts’
Union (Amsu) and the Al Ma-
nipur United Clubs Ovganisatiorn,
the tivo outfits which have been
spearheading the agitation. hud
been Jocked in heetic parlovs with
the gevernment on the fimers!.

Reportedly.  afier repested
deadlocks on the matter. this
morning the governmens gave the
go-ahead for the mass cremation
on thé ground that only a few rely.
tives would be present and it
wautld b out of hounds for all agi-
tatior) activisis.

The administration epsured
that. The heavily barricaded
roads, manned mostly by the
army; were closed to all, includin 13
the nuedia. In fact, it was oniy on
the intervention of senior police
officials that newsmen and pho-
tographers were escorted to F
place ara “sate distarce™ fora clos.

gun shadow

erloak a1 the Drovesdings,.

It was al the end of the day,
wien the funeral had passed off
peacetully and the relatives ©g-
carted back 1o their homes. that
the administration seemed to
velax, it unly for s while. "We arp
omyv thinkingaday ara Hine when
Heutnes ta cusuring peace tiere,”
e official said “For we dmy’t
Erow whal  minorrow  m ight
bring, If it isn't the people’s agita-
tion, there are ahways the mili-
tants to reckon with,”

For, watching from the side-
fines are Manipur's militant out-
tits. the United Nationa) Libera-
tion Frant and rhe Peaple’s Liber
ation Army which have their own
agenda of an ndependent Mo
mipur They are now measuring
the impact of the Centre's an-
nouncement an their own turf,

The guestion uppermost on
their minds shouid Fe: what ap-

peirs o Meile] jns:m‘i;;ﬂc with
the Naga militants nf aving a
free run in Mariipury
L
A
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«so.Fire from ceasefire

VEN BEFQRE Manipur could recover

from the unprincipled antics of its

politicians, it has plunged into a kind

of lawlessness which may not be easy
to quell because of the ethnic sub-text. The
earlier political shenanigans and the latest
disturbances are not unrelated. There has
been speculation that the Samata Party,
unhappy over the loss of its ministry in the
state because of the local BJP's ambitions,
contributed to the outbreak. In any event,
that there was an inadequacy of communica-
tion between the Centre and Manipur was
evident from what George Fernhandes and
the Union home ministry officials have said.
While the former maintained that all chief
ministers of the region, including his
party’s Radhabinod Koijam, the former chief
minister of Manipur, had reservations about
the extension of the ceasefire with the Naga
rebels to states outside Nagaland, the home
ministry’s clarification left scope for doubt.
For instance, the latter merely said that all
the chief ministers were consulted not once,
but twice, without clarifving whether they
gave their assent.

It is only now that L.K. Advani has under-
lined the government’s determination to
maintain the “territorial integrity™ of the
North-eastern states. But this assurance
should have accompanied or perhaps even
preceded the announcement of the ceasefire

instead of being articulated after violence
had broken out. The lapse is not inexplica-
ble. Since all governments like to function in
secrecy, especially when striking deals with
insurgents, the authorities in New Delhi
may have considered it prudent to keep the
terms of the agreement as far under wraps
as possible. To an extent, there was nothing
exceptional about the fact that the ceasefire
was to apply to areas outside Nagaland.
After all, as NSCN (I-M) leader T. Muivah has
said, “the ceasefire is a ceasefire”. However,
his caveat that although “at the moment it
has nothing to do with territory.. if Nagas
(in other states) would like to join their
brothers, there is nothing wrong”. may
add fuel to fire,

In this context, the call for restraint issued
by M. Vero, chief of Nagaland's apex tribal
council, has much to commend it. Mr Vero has
said that nothing should be done to impair the
“age-old bond and fraternity” that exist
between different communities in Manipur:
His hope that all apprehensions can be elimi-
nated if the Nagas and Meiteis cooperat= with
one another will be widely echoed. Peace in
Nagaland is a prime need because, as has been
pointed out, the rebellion there is the “mother
of all insurgencies™ in the North-east) The
hope of ending the insurrection shou
blighted by the creation of new
elsewhere in the region.

(ME HINDUS T ax i s
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anipur violence a foregone conclusr

N trying to placate Nagas by sacrificing the territorial inte-

grity of Manipur, the Centre has compounded the worsi
fears of the Meiteis. The Union Home Ministry must blame
itself for the outbreak of violence in Imphal which claimed 1%
lives and saw property worth crores destroyed. It apparently
failed to foresee the consequences of its decision to extend the
ceasefire to the contiguous Naga-inhabited Senapati, Ukhrul
and Chandel districts of Manipur. Interestingly, National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim general secretary Thuingaleng
Muivah, who is fighting for an independent Nagaland, comes
from Ukhrul and draws most of his cadres from these three
areas. The lesson'of August 1997 was apparently lost on the
ministry. As then reported exclusively in this newspaper (and
subsequently denied), NSCN chairman Isak Swu's claim that
the Centre had accepted the Naga demand (extension) trig-
gered a wave of protests in Manipur, driving a wedge between
Nagas and Meiteis. The ceasefire’s extension after its term
expired on 31 July was in serious doubt following the NSCN-
IM leaders threat to pull out if the Centre did not meet their
demand. A demand they have repeated ever gjnce the truce
came into effect on 1 August 1997 but, curiously, never
followed up seriously. The bargaining peint came after March
when the Centre formalised the ceasefire with the rival S8
Khaplang faction, New Delhi’s biggest mistake was to keep
the terms of the truce under wraps. This gives credence to the
NSCN-IM's assertion that the Centre had “agreed in
principle” to extend the ceasefire at the time of its signing.
Little wonder that Swaraj Kaushal, then negotiating with
the Nagas, resigned alleging that Atal Behari Vajpayee did
not keep his promise to extend the truce.

It it is not too late to redeem the situation by extricating a
promise from the rebel leaders that the truce’s extension to
the Naga-inhabited areas of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and
Manipur will not entitle them to claim these areas to fulfil
dreams of a Greater Nagaland or Southern Nagaland. Al-
though Muivah did not say it in so many words, one cannot
ignore his recent statement that Nagaland comprised
12,00,000 sq km, whereas its actual area is 16,579 sq km.
Sure, there is a provision in the Nine-point Agreement of
June 1947 to “bring under a unified administrative unit, as
far as possible, all Nagas” and aiso in the 16-Point Agreement
of 1964, but this was to be done only with the consent of the
states concerned. If the Nagaland assembly adopted a reso-
lution demanding integration of these areas in the ‘90s, the
Manipur assembly, too, also passed one to preserve the state’s
territorial integrity. Rishang Keishing, chief minister in the
‘90s when the Pan-Nagaland concept was sweeping Manipur,
is perhaps right in saying that Nagaland has only Nagas but
Manipur is inhabited by more than 30 different communities.
Any attempt to balkanise the state will have serious ramfi-

- cations as Manipur's rebel outfits are yet to reconcile svith

what they describe as the “forcible” integration of the pfincely
state in October 1949 with the Indian Union.



~ Assam boils on Manipur fire

ET Correspondent
CGuwahati, June 19

e

THE FIRE in Manipur threakens
e spread to Assam, with stu-
dents’ bodies warming up for an
anti-Naga {ruce area extension
movemert,

The All Assam Students Union
{Aasu) has asked the Centre to
retract the decision of extending
the Maga truce or “face the con-
sequences”. Aasy president Pra-
bin Baro said the students’ body
welcomed any move to bring last-
ing peace in Nagaland, but was
“strongly against any territorial
compromise”.

The Asom Jativatabadi Yuba
Chhatra Parishad, one of the
spearheads of the 1978 Assam
agitation, has alse adopted a con-
frontationist attitude. In a letter
to Horne Minister L K Advani, it
has threatened to launch a mass

movement on the lines of
Manipuar
Meanwhile. reports from

Jorhat and Golaghat districts
bordering Nagaland satd local
hodies had prevented vehicles
from going into that hill State.
Vehicles bearing Nagaland regis-

ULFA OPPOSES CEASEFIRE

THE ULFA, once trained by the
NSCHN, has strongly protested
against the territerial extansion of
egaszefire beyond Magaland intp
Assam. The miltant outfit's clan-
destine mouthplece 'Freedom’ says
the issue of ceasefire expansion
hias been vigorousty opposed hy all
sections of the twa States. "The
ceasefire should be confined 1o
Nagaland anly. The Utfa and the
people of Assam will negatiate in no
condition terms on the present ter
ritorial houndary of Assam. The
Morth Cachar area, to where the
ceasefire has been extented, is the
ancestral hometand of the Rimacha
Kachari people and is an integral
part of Assam.” HTC, Guwahati

!
|

tration numbers are also not
being allowed to lift essentials
from markets in Assam.

The district authorities nei-
ther confirmed nor denied these
reports,

Foliowing the curfew in
Manipur, bus services to Imphal
have also been affected. Private
vehictes were off the roads as

Manipur is accessible via Naga-
land and the situation in
Manipur is deemed too risky for
rodad communication.

Apprehending trouhle from
across the inter-State border
with Nagaland folowing the ter-
ritorial ceasefire extension, ‘neu-
tral forces’ comprising CRPF
have been deploved in border
areas of Assam’s Golaghat dis-
trict.

Golaghat Additional DC SN
Rahrman said: “We cannot take
any chance. The neutral forces as
well as the State police have been
deployed along the border with
Nagaland from Dhansiri sub-
division 1o Golaghat.”
He said the border outposis were
being manned by CRPF person-

el

A high-level situation review
is scheduled for tomeorrow at
Golaghat, which will be attended
by the IGF (Border) and the
CRPF commandant, Rahman
said. ‘

He said the NSCN had not set
up any camp in the district as
reported in the media. “We have
sent our teams to verify: the
reports, but didn't find any”

Bandh in the hills

“ AT LEAST four organisations,

inchuding a political party, have
called a 48-hour bandh in Karbi
Anglong and North Cachar Hills
beginning Wednesday morning,
in protest against the extension
of the truce with NSCN to areas
bheyond Nagaland.

According to reports reaching
here, the Jayanta Rongpi faction
of the Autonomous State
Demand Commitiee or ASDC-
Progressive, has taken the lead
in the bandh programme. The
Dimasa Students’ Union, North
Cachar Hills Students’ Federa-
tion and Dimasa Women's Soci-
ety have supported the move,

Parts of Karbi Anglong and
NC Hills districts, which have a
sizeable Naga population, fall in
the Greater Nagalim map of the
NSCHN. Atready, Naga tribes occur
Dy over 2,500 hectares of land in
these districts bordering Naga-
land. The Karbis and Dimasas,
the dominant tribes of Karbi
Anglong and North Cachar Hills
districts, are sirongly opposed to
the Greater Nagalim theory.

HTC, Guwahati
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TImphal smoulders on Day 2

Jaideep Mazumdar
Imphal, June 19

THIS CAPITAL town of strife
torn Manipur still sports the
remnants of Tiesday’s orgy of
violence and mayvhem. Remnants
that the enraged Meities and a
cautious state administration
say may provide an indication of
the trouble times ahead.

A deathly calm prevailed in

" Imphal today, punctuated by the

drone of patrolling Army and

. Air Foree helicopters. On the

streets littered with charred
remains of Government vehi-
cles, burnt tires, shards of glass,
stones and chopped trees, police
and paramilltary troops in
armoured personnel carriers
posted success in keeping the lid
on popular discontent and anger.

The mowing down of 13 voung
men by security forces yesterday
has given the Meities a Strong
rallying point.

“How long can the administra-
tors taking orders from Delhi
keep us silent? We will avenge
the death of our boys. We have
taught the politicians here a les-
son they won’t forget in a hurry
It’s time now to teach the politi-
cians in Deihi a much bigger les-
son,” said a government college
lecturer of political science.
Such sentiments are expressed
in private by even ranking police
officers who are Meities. "I can-

NO SHIFT FROM STATUS QUO; PM

answer to these problems.” he said.

He said his Government would “look for ways to remove misconceptions in ‘
J

]

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee today said that the Naga accord would
nat redefine the borders of Manipur in any way. “There will be absolute status
quo with regard to Manipur and other States.” he said.

In a clear attempt to defuse tension in the Manipur, he stressed that the
accord would have no impact on the interests of Manipur and neighbouring
States in the region. “Manipur is a jumble of issues but violence is not the

the minds” of Manipuris the accord had created. “l have appealed fo the peo-
ple of Manipur to stop viclence and sit down across the table with us to dis-
cuss the issues froubling them,” he added. Vajpayee said he was “confident”
that Manipuri youths would heed his appeal and not resort 10 violence.

HTC, Mumbai

1

not rule out more.violence, The
firing on the crowds that left 13
dead and many injured was not
a happy thing. Local sentiments
have been hurt and we have to he
very careful now,” DGP A A Sid-
diqui told Hindustan Times this
evening.

The State administration has
vetoed plans by some organisa-
tions for a joint cremation of the
13. “That’s out of the question.
Only separate cremations to be
attended by a handful of close
family members will be
allowed,” said Siddiqui. But
many powerful local organiza-
tions, including the All Manipur
Student’s Union have vowed to
defy the adminstration.

Yesterday's incidents, feel
lacals, was a spontaneous out-
pouring of anger against what
the believe is New Delhi’s plans
to balkanise Manipur. “The
NSCN (I-M) is a Naga insurgent
group. There is no logic behind
extending the ceasefire with this
group to our state. It's a nasty
plan. We will not part with an
inch of our land,” declared an
AMSU leader.

Pious protestations by New
Delhi that Manipur’s territorial
integrity would be respected
hold no meaning for the people
here. “The politicians in New
Delhi cannot be trusted. They
have betrayed us in the past. If
they are serious about restoring

peace, let them withdraw the
extension of the ceasefire.” said
a senior state government officer

The state administrarion is
planning to relaX curfew for a
couple of hours tomorrow after-
noon in selected pockets of East
and West Imphal districts, “That
is only if the cremations pass off
peacefully,” said Siddigui. But his
lieutenants concede that it might
not go off as planned. “We may
take any number of measures to
mathtain law and order But if
people are angry, will pumping in
more troops bring about lasting
peace?” wondered a senior police
officer. He pointed ot that the
solution to the carrent problem
would have to come from the Cen-
tre. “There is only one way to
restore peace - withdrawal of the
ceasefire extension from
Manipur. Nothing shaort of that
will calm the valley,” he added.

But with the Union Govern-
ment firmly rejecting any such
possibility, the chanres of peace
returning to this valleyv are
abysmal.

“Perhaps the (Governor and
his advisers feel that with time,
sentiments would cool down. All
they have to do is mead the histo-
ry of Meitei warriors. Passage
of time only aggravates matters
here, warned a senior academ-
ic— a warning that the Gover-
nor and North Block would do
well to heed.

Why Manipur went up in flames

‘H Khogen Singh &o

New: Dethi, June 13

THE ANGER in-Manipur stem
largely from the fear that the Cen-
tral Governrnent, having conced-
ed the NSCN¢{I-M)s demand to
extend the ceasefire beyond Naga-
land, will in the future grant a
Greater Nagaland as sought by
the Naga outfit.

The widespread fear is that
having got an inch, the NSCN will
now extract a mile, But is the
apprehension justified?

If the past is any guide, then
the fears of the people of
Manipur may not be misplaced.
The Centre has on several occa-
sions in the past courted the
Nagas while ignoring the popular
sentiment in Manipur and other
States, perhaps in the hope that it
would help resclve the Naga
insurgency. The Centre's appease-
ment of the Nagas, to the detri-
ment of other States, became
clear when Nagaland was created
in 1963 out of the Naga Hills dis-
trict of what was then undivided
Assam. The Naga Hills district
comprised only about 8,000 sq
kms of area. But when Nagaland
was carved out, it had more than
double that area and the new
State extended well beyond the
Naga Hills district,

Areas such as Dimapur and
Rangapara were included in Naga-
land even though these towns had
scant Naga population. Even
Arunachal Pradesh (then known
15 the North-East Frontier Area)
was dismembered and Tuensang
and Mon districts were given to the
new State.

The grant of statehood to the
Nagas rankled the people of

Manipur as they felt that their
demand for the same bad been
ighored. Manipur was at that
time a Union Territory and its
people had been seeking state-
hood since the early fifties, hold-
ing peaceful demonstrations and
rallies. But their voice was heed-
ed only in 1972,

A sense of raw deal surfaced
again after the signing of the
ceasefire agreement with the
NSCN in 1997. Though the agree-
ment did not specify the area over
which the ceasefire would be
enforced, Swaraj Kaushal's (the
then Centre's negotiator with the
NSCN) reported statement that
the truce was applicable any-
where in the world, inciuding
New Delhi, sparked fears of a
division of Manipur. The then

AP PHOTO

Manipur Speaker Dhananjoy Singh s surrounded by students on Monday.

Prime Minister LK. Gujral. Home
Minister Indrajit Guptd, L.K.
Advani (BJP), Sitaram Kesri (the
Congress chief), H.8. Surjeet (CPI-
M) and A.B. Bardhan (CPI) —all
assured the team that the ceasefire
would apply only to Nagaland.
This position was reiterated when
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee visited Manipur in 1993,
But two years down the line,
the Centre's volte-face is seen as
a betrayal. Notwithstanding
assurances that the territorial
integrity of Manipur will not be
disturbéd, the fear is that the
Centre will renege on its
promige and continue its
courtship of the Nagas by grant-
ing the NSCN a Greater Naga-
land. Yesterday's violence was a
manifestation of that fear

MLAs put up with
police, Assam Rifles

FOLLOWING THE moeb violence
at State Assembly on Monday,
about 10 MLAS have put up in the
residential quarters Hf Imphal
west district police since late last
evening while many others have
left Imphal, along with their fam-
ilies, for private houses in their
respective constituencies, offi-
cial sources said on Tuesday
Sources said some senior Gov-
ernment officials were also stag-
ing in the Assam Rifles complex
in the heart of Imphal town.
PTI Impha!

Chief secy denial

" MANIPUR CHIEF Secretary

Rakesh has denied media reports
that he had been consulted by the
Centre on the extension of Cen-
tre-NSCN {1-M} ceasefire to
Manipur. An official statement
said here on Sunday the Chief
Secretary had no awuthority for
giving any commitmant on this
nor was he invited fur any con-
sultation on the issue The state-
ment termed the report pub-
lished in a Delhi-based paper
quoting Union Home Ministry
sources as “totally wrong, incor-
rect and baseless.”

- PTI Imphal

Ultras kill constable

A POLICE constable was killed by
suspected valley insurgents in an
ambush at Singjame! Maveng
Leikai on Monday night. Khaider:;
Gojen, (38), of Singjamei police
station, was hit when the jeep he
was riding in along with other
commandos was fired upon at
around 9.30 pm. He died on the
way to hospital. No undsrground
outfit, so far, has claimed respon-
sihility for the killing.

P imphal
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Mampghr parly withdra

The Times of India News Service
IMPHAL.: In the first political fallout of the cri-
sis set off by the extension of the ceasefire with
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland

(Isak-Muivah) to Manipur, the Manipur State

Congress Party (N) on Tuesday decided to with-
draw its support 1o the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) at the Centre.

MSCP (N) vice-president G. Joykumar
Sharma said the decision to withdraw support
was taken at an emergency meeting of the
party presided over by former chief minister
W. Nipamacha Singh. He said the decision to
extend the ceasefire to Manipur had totally
shattered the peopic of the state.

Meanwhile, the Samata Party has blamed
the Centre for “mishandling™ the ceasefire and
said that it must secure a clarification on the
territorial issue from the NSCN (I-M).

(v \
ws sSi

/ l‘ruce ricochets on 'NUA

government

ort, Samata blames Centre

Refuting claims that its chief minister had  Am mJured protester is helped up aﬂer police
agreed 1o the ceasefire extension, senior party  opened fire on a mob which torched several

leader Java Jaitly said mere assurances from government buildings in Imphal on Monday.

the Union government were not enough. She
said the Samata Puartv had consistently
opposed the possibility of an extension of the
ceasefire area and had stated that such a step
would be a Himalayan blunder.

Meanwhile, an eerie calm prevailed in
Manipur on Tuesday as the indefinite carfew
clamped in three district on Monday contin-
ued. Violence had claimed 13 lives on Monday.

Heavily-armed paramilitary forces patrolled
the streets of Imphal, where the situation was
reported to be “tense but under control”.
Security forces were deployed in full strength
in the disturbed Imphal West, Imphal East and
Thoubal districts. However, there have been
no major incidents of violence sinee the impo-
sition of curfew on Monday afternoon. The
Manipur government has ordered a magisteri-
al inquiry into Monday's violence.

Meanwhile, a bandh has been called in

Assam on Wednesday to protest against the
deal with the Naga rebels. | /gam



Advani’s secrecy led to N-E panic

By Seeva Mustara N )

New Dethi, June 19: Unio
home minister LK. Advani. wh
has been maintuining complete
secrecy over the negotiations
with the NSCM (I-M), ignored
warnings of possible vielence in
the Northeast region from
Manipur gevernor Ved Marwah
and Assam chief minister Tarun
Gogoi.

Mr Marwah and Mr Gogoi had
both warned Mr Advani that they
feared trouble over the decision
to extend the ceasefire beyvond
the territorial limits of Nagaland.
Mr Advani, who has been guided
completely in this matter by his
chief negotiator with the Naga

., insurgents, Mr

Padmanabhaiah. merely msls[ed
that there was no ground for the
apprehension, not taking on
board the possibility of large-
scale violence in Manipur.

The complete secrecy suT-
rounding the negotiations
berween the home mintstry and
the NSCN (I-M) has created
panic in the Northeast, which has
now manifested itself in vio-
lence, arson and deaths. Mr
Advani, who is still adamant that
the territorial limits of the adjoin-
ing states will not be frans-
gressed has, however, taken care
not to impose the stated limita-
tion on the home ntinistry order
extending the ceasefire, leading

to vu spread 5peLde.[lDrl of a
“deal” in favour of a greater
Nagaland.

Mr Tarun Gogi met Mr Advani
recently and urged him to take
cognisance of the fatlout which
he was afraid would hit Assam as
well. Mr Ved Marwuah tele-
phoned the home minister to
warn him about the brewing
resentment in  Manipur. The
Opposition parties have hotly
contested the home minister’s
statement that he consulted the
chief ministers before extending
the ceasefire with the CPI(M).
stating categorically. “Contrary
to the claim of Shri Advani, the
chief ministers of all the north-
eastern states were netiher con-

sufted, nor was the issue dis-
cussed with them.”

Former chief  minister  of
Manipur Radhabinod Koljam
made it very clear on Tuesday
that in March itself, when he was
still the chief minister, he had
told Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Mr Advani that the
extenston of the ceasefire would
create trouble in Manipur. He
said he had made it clear that the
ceasefire should not be extended
to Manipur unless the Union
government was willing 10 invie
all the insurgent oulﬁls in the
region for negotiations.

Reports from Manipur suggest
that Mr Advani's repeated asse-

o leorl'age 2
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"Advani secr

M Continued from Page I ;

rtions are not having a salutary effect on t&}ﬂ;‘)eop as these ar}gq being
believed. The CPI's D. Raja said, I he means it then why dods he not
apply it to the order?” The CPI has also blamed the Union government,
the BIP and the Samata Party for the situation in the Northeast. It has
described the decision as an “ill-advised, undemocratic and unilateral
step taken in a clandestine manner.”

Opposition parties are demanding a review of the decision, which has
been virtually rejected by the hame ministry. Mr Padmanabhaiah has
been avoiding the media although he is the point person to have negoti-
ated the ceasefire with the NSCN (I-M), which has been consistent in its
demnand for a greater Nagaland. The home ministry has failed to con-
vincingly explain why the territorial limits of the ceasefire have not been
specified. The argument being offered by officials to justify the
announcement is that the NSCN (I-M) has agreed not to target civilians,
harbour militants or move from one camp to another.

Mr Advani, repeatedly advised by senior political leaders of the North-
east region against Laking a step that was bound to creale suspicion and
panic in the region, has preferred to ignore all the warnings. A shroud of
secrecy surrounded the diafogue which was held in Bangkok. Parliament
was not taken into cenfidence and the Opposition kept out of the loop
with the first indication of a possible deal coming through the ceasefire
extension.

Mr Raja compared the Padmanabhaioh-Muivah dialogue with the
Strobe Talboti-Jaswant Singh talks carried out over several months in
different parts of the world, “We did not know, we still do not know what
agrecment Talbott and Singh came to, we were never informed despite
asking tor the details, and now this dialogue between the home ministry

and the NSCN leader has also been kept totally secrc/huc is the

transparency, where is the accountability,” he asked.

. w b |
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6@ Accord Discord v

Any accord that is secretive and clinched in an unseemly hurry is by
definition suspect. The agreement that extends the ceasefire between
the Centre and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland
{(Isak-Muviah) to adjoining states would be suspect on both grounds.
When this happens in the backdrop of simmering political unrest in one
of the affected states, which is itself a victim of prolonged and continuing
neglect and insurgency, the result can be explosive as Manipur has so
graphically demonstrated. There are two aspects to the violence that
brutally targeted politicians and official buildings in Manipur. At one
level. the outrage is against a central government secn as bartering away
the state’s rights. At another, it is extreme anger expressed against
Mauaipur’s own political establishment. The track record of successive
governments has been dismatl to say the least with all-pervasive
corruption and open collusion between elected representatives and
insurgents pushing the state to the edge of the precipice, It has not
helped matters that the recent elections threw up one more crisis — the
fall of the Samata Party-led People’s Front ministry, hcavy horse-trad-
ing, and finally, the imposition of central rule. The Manipur assembly has
passed as many as four resolutions opposing the extension of the Naga
ceasefire to areas in Manipur. For all that, the state today is helpless
because it is administered by a governor. ﬂ; W ﬁq\-

Though the timing of the ceasefire came as a surprise, fts extension to

reas outside Nagaland has been on the cards for a while now. The

SCN(I-M) had not just pressed for the extension, it had threatened to
walk out of the ceasefire agreement. That at least one of the adjoining
states, Manipur, was under central rule came in handy to New Delhi, par-
ticularly because Manipur, rather than Assam or Arunachal, was widely
cxpected to react adversely to the extension of the ceasefire. As it turns
out, the Centre gambled badly in underestimating the extent of disaffec-
tion in Manipur. Admittedly, most mob violence has been directed
against local politicians. But it is obvious that the people of Manipur see
the ceasefire extension as a mere step towards the formation of Greater
Nagaland. As for the NSCN(I-M), it is in the happy position of having a
free run of the hill areas of Manipur; it has also emerged in a stronger
bargaining position on the question of & greater Nagaland -— or Nagalim
as they call it. Indeed, reports have confirmed that the NSCN(I-M) has
not comumitted itself to the revocation of the Greater Nagaland demand.
It is nobody’s case that the issues in question are easy to tackle. If Ma-
nipur explodes at the mention of Greater Nagaland, there is support for
the latter in Nagaland. But the minimum any central government could
have done in the context was to appear even-handed. Whatever the casc
for Greater Nagaland, it cannot be brought about without the support of
the states which have necessarily to contribute to its formation. Ne
Delhi cannot ride roughshod over the people of an entire state.

T l\.x 'ib-‘“
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By Nirmalya Banerjee ,“{ fyw le taking the decision

,The Times of india News Service

KOLKATA: Surprising though it
may sound, some Maga students in
Kolkata actually sympathise with
the grievances of the people of Ma-
Ripur against the exiension of the
easefire with the National Social-
1 Council of MNagaland (Isak-
Muivalt) to a large part of Manipur.
i “It is my personal feeling, but I
think the Manipuris are justified in
their grievance,” president of Naga
Students Union Imsupongen told
this newspaper on Tuesday, The
anion is an affiliate of the Kohima-
hased influential Naga Students
Federation.
He thought the Centre had by-
passed the Manipur government

Xten-
sion of the ceasefire. “Every state
government has the right to have its
sav on affairs within 1its territorial
jurisdiction.” A h

In fact, the echo of the violent|ilf-
cidents in Manipur in the past two
days was heard in the city during
the day as a group of Manipuri stu-
dents, belonging to the city unit of
the All-Manipur Students Union,
held a dharna outside the Manipur
Bhawan, in protest against the po-
lice firing on agitators in Imphal
and the kilting of 13 people.

The extension of the ceasefire to
Nagaland would encourage the
NSCN{I-M} to demand a greater
Nagaland, AMSU Kolkata unit
president Muhindro Singh said. “Tt
15 now only a matter of time.” Ac-

cording to him, the ‘power hungry’
politicians of the state had done
nothing to stop this.

“The Centre has neglected us
from the very beginning. Nothing
has been done for the cconomic de-
velopment of Mantpur. People
have no income other than govern-
ment jobs. To get a job, they have to
pay money. To recover that, they
turn corrupt,” said computer stu-
dent John Huidrong. He feared that
unless the decision to extend the
ceasefire outside Nagaland was
rolled back, Manipur would see a
“blocdbath’.

For H. Biju Singh. studying
chemical engineering at Jadavpur
University, the ignorance of people
elsewhere in India about Manipur
was what pained him the most. 1

Xentre bypassed 11/1(111%);4' govl, say Nagua students

am oflen asked if one needs a pass-
port 1o go to Manipur,” he said, “1
think today’s outburst of anger is
the resdt of many such accumulat-
ed gricvances.”

Naga students in the city thought
the extension of the ceasefire
would help in the extension of the
influence of the NSCN(I-M) in Ma-
nipur. They thought the greater Na-
galand demand had not crystallised
mu¢a because of differences be-
tween different Naga tribes. “We
often don’t see eye to eve,” NSU
general secretary Neiba Angami
said.

Because of the 66-hour bandh in
Manipur followed by an indefinite

curfew and the disruption in Aight;
many mphal-bound peopleg-fre
now stranded tn the city.



Review ceaseflre a@gree

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 18. As Manipur
burnt and its capital Imphal was
put under curfew, the Bharativa
Janata Party (B]P] found itself iso-
lated in defending the Centre's
move af extending the ceascefive
with the NSCN(-M], the main
outfit of Naga insurgents, to all
northeastern States. All leading
Gpposition parties as well as NDA
allies demanded a review ol the
ceasefire agreement.

The main vomplaint was that
notwithstanding the BIP's asser-
tion that it had “no hidden agen-
da” of creating a “greater
Nagaland”, it had not been able
to address apprehensians an this
score. Added to this is the fact that
rec emh i Manipur the BJP and
the Samata Party fell apart after
the tormer pulled down the Sa-
mata Government, And there is
suspicion that some of the cur-

rent truublc has m, roots in t (&
standoff.

The BJP spokesperson, Mr. Su-
nil Shastri, blamed “some par-
ties”™ for spreading
disinformation on the Naga ac-
cord. While he did net name the
Samata Party, he also did nort give
it a ciean chit. He just said the BJP
was commitied to protecting the
territoriat integricy of all the States
in the northeast. An improper un-
derstanding of the accord by the
people and pelitical parties had
led to the viclence in Manipur.

The Congress demanded a re-
view of the ceasefire agreernent
since this had given rise to appre-
hension among the people of As-
sam and Manipur that the move
was aimed at the creation of a
greater Nagaland. The Centre had
created “avoidable doubts”, the
Congress party spakesperson, Mr.
Jaipal Reddy, said, adding that the

ent: Cong.

\1e\» by adding thar this should be
done i possible.”

0.1

andlmg of the problem was yet
another illustration of the “lack of
political experience in dealing
with a sensitive ayea such as the
northeast”.

The party had earlier Lhdrﬂed
the NIDDA Government with not
consulting the Assam Govern-
merntt, where the Congress re-
gained power after the recent
Assembly efections.

While reiterating that the party
weicomed the extension of the
four-year old ceasefire, Mr. Reddy ! -
said it was against expanding the M8 €xpressed by the people.
area of operations beyond the ter- The JIXU;) said the Centre
ritorial limits of Nagaland. The should ensure that NSCNOM)
party stood for maintaining terri-  cadres did pot attack other wibal
torial integrity of all States in the  groups. If they did so, the security
northeast. forces should be instructed to

The Janata [3al (United), a con- take action.
stituent of the NDA, also joined
the Congress in expressing con-
cern. The only difference was that
it tempered its demand for a re-

Apprealing to the people of Ma-
nipur, especially the students, to
rzmain peacefu!, the D)
sonkesmian, Mr. Mohan Prakash
regreited  the situation in the
State. He felt the situation would
not have turned so violent had the
Centre taken appropriate steps in
time. “The Government should
have clarified on what the terms
of agreement meant as it would
not have given rise 1o the rage be-

It also disapproved of the Sa-
mata Party speaking against the
ceasefire extension the day the

agreement was signrzd./




Manipur burns

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Imphal, June 18; Ignited by
fear for its territorial integri-
ty. Manipur burned today
as protesters demonstrating
against extension of the Naga
ceasefire poured their wrath
on the Centre and politicians.

In a spontaneous and devas-
tating outpouring of anger that
took the administration of Gov-
ernor Ved Marwah completely
by surprise, mobs torched the As-
sembly building, the chief minis-
ter's office and the Speaker's resi-
dence. Rough estimates suggest
that nearly 80,000 people were out
on the streets of capital Imphal.
By some silent consensus, they
had decided to targef only the
seats of government — the Gov-
ernor who is in charge by virtue
of President’s rule — and politi-
cians.

Today was the third day of
protest against the Centre’s deci-
sion to extend the ceasefive agreed
with the militant National Social-
ist Conneil of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah)to areas in Manipur. Ma-
nipuris see the move as the begin.
ning of an attempt to slice terriio-
ries out of their state to be handed
over to Nagalamnd as part of the de-
mands of the NSCN(I-M) for a
Greater Nagalim.

Thirteen people were killed
when the security forces, vastly
outnumbered, opened fire, Qver
30 were injured. Four MLAs and
Speaker Sapamn Dhananjoy, who
was in his residence when it was
set afire, were injured when pro-
testers attacked them. Two legis-
lators were trapped in the blazing
Assembly building and would
have been burnt alive had fire
service men not rescued them in
time. The Speaker finaltly took
shelter at Raj Bhavan.

Twelve bungalows belonging
to legislators and former minis-
ters as well as offices of many po-
litical parties were razed.

“Everywhere it is burning,
burning, burning in Imphal,” a
local resident told Reuters.

Indefinite curfew has been
clamped on Imphal and Greater

p—————

ASSEMBLY TORCHED,

-.\/\

Imphal as the Governor sum-
moned top security officers and
asked them to take measures to re-
store order. A A, Siddiqui, direc-
tor-general of police, said: “Cur-
few has been imposed in the three
districts of Imphal East, Impbhal
West and Thoubal. Security
personnel have been told to shoot
at anyome irying o create
trouble.”

Trouble erupted today when
thousands of people marched to-
wards Raj Bhavan from different
directions carrying effigies of
several Central Jleaders and
NSCN(I-M} general sécretary
Thuingaleng Muivah.

When the protesters eniered
Imphal’s VIP security zone and
started Surning the effigies, the
tension escalated. The police first
fired in the air to disperse the pro-
testers without success. The mob
— anywhere between 10,000 and
20,000 - chased the security per-
sonnel away reached the gates

The blazing Manipur Assembly building in Ttnphal. Pictw
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FURORE FACTS

Manipuns foar that the extension of the truce
i will fegitimnise the demand for a common

U gdrministrative umbrelia for alf
| Naga-deminated contiguous areas,

[ swﬂaafwhichkbmmmr{mmap_).

' THE ROOT OF THE SUSPICION

| The iate Naga leader, Vamuzo, had @ Contigious
Naga-
inhabited
3reas

maovaed a private resolution in 1993
| oni the common umbrelia plan. No
| Napa poiitician opposed #. The
| Magatand Assembly had in the Sixties
f adopted a similar resefution

| THE MUIVAH CONNECTION

{ The cause of Greatar Nagalim was
, Championed by the NSCN (Isak-Muivah),
wﬂh which the Centre has seaied the

| truce pact naw.

Argnachal Pradssh

Muivan is a leader of the Tangknut
tribe. Tangkhu! Nagas live mostly in
the hilly terrains of Ukhryl, Senapati
ant Tarnengiong in Manipur

of Raj Bhavan at 11.30 am, de-
manding an audience with the
Governor,

At noon, the protesters turned
violent and first burned down the

office of the Manipur State Con-
gress Party, After that, they target-
ed offices of other political parties
and ministers’ residences, The of:

fices of the Coneress and the Ma- :

Eastern Projections

ur People’s Party were also set
1ze. The office of the BJP was
nantled. The CPland Samaty
'es were damaged.
it 1 pm, the Assembly was at-
ted. In minutes, the building,
ch also houses the Assembly
etariaf; was up in flames. Four
As, who were on the premises,
rbeaten up.
‘wo— N. Bihari Singh and K.
iba of the BJP, who had got
ped inside — were admitted to
ital with serious burn in-
5,
‘he security forces first fired
‘otesters when they attacked
hief minister’s office and the
ence of the Governor’s advis-
Kipgen. Some other protest-
ad already set upon the offi-
esidences of MLAs and for-
ninisters at Babupara VIP
¥, adjacent to the chief min-
3 office and the state police
uarters.
e official restdence nf the

Unien minister of state for food
processing, Thonoujam Chacha
Singh, was gutted.

Although security forces
opened fire, they cowld not stop
the moh from burning down hous-
es of MLAs and former ministers.
While three protesters died on the
spot, 10 others succuinbed to in-
Jjuries in hospitals.

The house of a Manipuri
CRPF officer was damaged by pro-
testers who accused him of issu-
ing orders to apen fire. The officer
was in charge of the CRPF compa-
ny which was guarding the chief
minister’s office and residence.

in Bangkok, Muivah said the
ceasefire agreement with New
Delhi had nothing to do with the
demand for a Greater Nagalim
comprising all contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas, PTI adds.“The
ceasefire is a ceasefire” and “at
the moment it has nothing to do

with territories”, he said.
H Mars rannrte nn Pooa 2

in truce backlash

13 PoTESTERS LLED IN POLICE FIRING

Directfrule
Delhi snores

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 18; The Centre
was caught napping while
Manipur burnt and had little to
say on why it could not prevent
the uprising in a state which is
under Delhi’s direct rule.

The Manipur Assembly is in
suspended animation after the
Centre clamped President’s rule
following the impasse over gov-
ernment formation.

Delhi rushed additional “com-
panies” of paramilitary forces
but a home ministry spokesman
said the “exact number” could not
be disclosed for “security reaso-
ns”, a statement later echoed by
minister L.K. Advani.

Advani repeatedly said he
“will not comment” on the situa-
tion. “Tam in constant touch with
the (Manipur) Governor (Ved Ma-
rwah). The situation is under con-
trol but tense,” was all he was will-
ing to say. Advani also would not
comment on whether the “pro-
test” was engineered by militants.

But the spokesman said it was
“a civilian protest” and the gov-
ernment was, therefore, tackling
the sitnation “cautiously” be-
cause any drastic action could re-
sult in “civilian casualties”.

While the spokesman refused
to be drawn to the ceasefire agree-
ment with the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muiv-
ah), the extension of which to
neighbouring areas dominated by
Nagas triggered the unrest, Ad-
vanj said there would not be any
“review” of the decision. “Review
aise thodi hota hai (reviews are
not done just like that),” he said.

The spokesman said a civilian
mob, protesting against the exten-

ol AF thn annnafisa 1aid adnces da

Raj Bhavan and tried to set the
Manipur Assembly building on
fire. “The Speaker and four legis-
lators were injured and five dea-
ths have so far been reporied,” he
said before the official toil rose.

Asked if the chief ministers of
other north-eastern states were
consulted on the decision, especi-
allv because Assam’s Tarun Go-
goi is against it, Advani said: “Itis
the decision by the Union govern-
ment and the NSCN(I-M)... 1owev-
er, there was a discussion chaired
by the Prime Minister and the
other chief ministers agreed. In
the meantime, there is a new chief
minister in Assam, but the deci-
sion was made earlier (with the
consent of (Gogoi's predecessor
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta).”

As Advani held a series of
meetings with home secretary
Kamal Pande and later with addi-
tional secretary in charge of
Northeast affairs PD. Shenoy and
special secretary M.B. Kaushal,
speculation raged that Marwah —
the home minister’s hand-picked
man — had invited his wrath.

“Marwah could have gauged

the mood a day in advance and, of -

course, there could have been in-
telligence failure as well,” a sou-
ree said, adding that the “reper-
cussions” of the decision were not
properly assessed before an-
nouncing the ceasefire extension.
The ﬂa%-up has put the BJP in
vet antother spot as the Samata
Party — which has a stake in Ma-
nipur, where its government lost
majority because the state BJ)? re-
fused to back it — is unhappy with
the Centre for extending the
ceasefire, The Centre hopes to re-
store “nermality” within a day or
two and could even restart a polit-
ical dialogue of sorts w1th the

s Thmade a2 227 _ _
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ifﬁLAs injured; CM, Speaker houses torchied m Indefinite curfew clamped

- Manipur Assembly set on
13 killed in firing

YN EE |

e
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &
AGENCIES

IMPHAL, June 18. — Thirteen

people were killed and about 50 -

injured here today when police
fired on a mob that turned vio-
lent while protesting against

fire,

Uk

the extension of the Centre- =~

NSCNI(IM) ceasefire beyond the
Nagaland borders.

Unofficial reports put the toll
at 32. .

The mob set on fire the As- :

sembly building when several
MLAs, including the Speaker,
Mr Sapam Dhananjoy, were in-
side. Five MLAs, including the
Speaker, was injured, two of
them critically. Mr N Bihari re-

. ceived 75 per cent burns.

The MLAs were taken to the
KRegional Institute of Medical

- Sciences. Mr Dhananjoy was

released after treatment.

The state secretariat building
and the houses of the chief min-
ister, Speaker, Union food pro-

. vesging minister (Mr Th Cha-
" oba), former deputy chief minis-
. ter (Dr Chandramani Singh) and

several MLAs have been reduced
to ashes. The chief minister's

; office foo was not spared

Offices of the Congress, MSCP,

.;: MPP and the Samata met the

same fate. The office and the car
of the Governor’s advisor, Mr
Kipgen, has been burnt too.
Army has been called out and
indefinite curfew clamped on
three districts in the Imphal

! valley. At least six protesters
were shot when a mob torched

the chief minister’s bungalow.
There were shot dead in

i front of the The Statesman’s
. office.

Police burst tear gas shelis

" and fired in the air to control

crowds that were approaching
towards the heart of the city
from vartous directions.

The protesters, however,

~succeeded in reaching the city
" centre and then proceeded to

set on fire party offices and the

. Assembly secretariat.

Scuffle broke out on Keisham-

. pat bridge where crowds as-

gsembled from three directions

Firemen try to douse the flames in the Manipur Assembly building on Monday atter anti-Nage ceasefire extension protesters set it on fire — APJPTI

and were surging towards the
Raj Bhavan. Paramilitary for-
ces, called out to assist police,
started firing and kilied a boy.
Two others were shot when
they tried to pick up the body.

The curfew was clamped at 1
p.m. and two cable TV channels
that were telecasting the pro-
tests have been closed.
Manipur remains cut off from
the rest of the country as all
flights to Im-
phal have been
cancelled.
Buses too have
not been run-
ning because of
the 66-hour - -
bandh that entered its third
and final day today.

The All Manipur Students’
Union has threatened to de-
clare Manipur independent if
the Centre didn’t revoke the
ceasefire extension decision.

Former chief minister, Mr
Rishang Keishing, blamed the
Centre for the violence.

The Governor could not be
contacted. He had discussed the
situation with Mr LK Advani.

-

Central force: The Centre has

 Onpage8

% NDA in frouble over
N-E ceasefire ‘ ] . :
® Naga Hoho calls for | Yani said the
dialogue

dispatched additional paramili-
tary forces to Manipur. “Situa-

tion is now tense but under con-
trol,” the Union home minister '

said.

He refused to say whether the 18

A T e L

i
ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

Centre would reconsider the &%

decision on the ceasefire exten-

sion. “Such decisions can't be

reviewed in a huff.”

Were the governments of N-E

_  states consul-
“ted before tak-

sion? Mr Ad-

"Prime Minis-

minister of Assam later.”

Cong reaction: The Congress .
has expressed concern over the

violence and urged the Centre
to review the decision on cease-

fire. “We had opposed the truce |

expansion because we knew it
would create avoidable

doubts...” the party said.

. ing the deci- '

- —ter had con-
vened a meeting of all N-E chief | . -
ministers and they had broadly ..~
agreed to the proposal. “There
has been a change in the chief .

Large scale
violence in imphal
in protest agamst
‘the extension of
the ceasefirein
Nagaand to
‘neighbouring areat
dominated

Naga people.

Areas sominaled by |
Nagapeople . KBK




- Manipur is burning e

Address the problem of alienation in the Northeast

HAT is happening in Manipur is blood-

curdling. The state is literally burning.

Flames have engulfed, the Assembly
buildiog, the Speaker’s residential quarters have
been reduted to ashes while Speaker Sapam
Dhananjoy Singh himself and four other MLAs
have suffered severe burm injuties. Macabre events
have been occurring in the state since Friday last
when the Central government announced the
ceasefire agreement it had reached with the Na-
tional Socialist Councit of Nagaland (Isak-Mui-
vath). Copies of the Indian Coustitution and effigies
of the prime minister and the home minister have
been burnt. Innumerable incidents of arson and
looting have bezn reported during the 66-hour all-
Manipur bandh which concluded on Monday
evening. There is little doubt that the organisers of
the bandh have been able to whip up anger among
the people. What's surprising is that all this bas hap-
pened over a trivial issue — extension of ceasefire in
Nagaland to Naga-dominated areas in Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. They behaved as if
the heavens have fallen. The manner in which the
violence was orchestrated gives the impression that
itwas allwell-planned,

That Manspur i now under President’s rule can-
notbe overlooked. Most political parties in the state
are aware that sooner rather than later the Assembly
is likely to be dissolved and fresh elections held.
Small wonder that they found the ceasefire an ideal
tuse t0 whip up passions and try to regain the confi-
dence of the voters. In any case, having lost all good-
will because of their misdeeds of corruption and fre-
quent defection, Manipur's MILAs have been

indulging in competitive populism to regain the vot-
ers’ support, Their task became easier as the Ma-
nipur gavernor found himself unequal to the task of
beefing up security and meeting the threat posed by
lumpen elements masquerading as political workers
and students, Had a popular government been in
power in Iphal, probably this kind of violence
would not have occurréd, But that does not mean
that those who engineered the unprecedented vio-
lence should get away with it. Equally, had there
been more transparency on the part of the Central
government, the situation would not have degener-
atedtosuchadegree.

. QAU
Had it been brovght homé to the Manipuzis that

the extension of the ceasefire to Naga areas did not
mean conceding the demand of the NSCN for a
‘Greater Nagaland’, the agitation would not have
elicited any pubtic support. Intelligence agencies
have clearly failed to wamn the Central leadership
aboutthe kind of response the signing of the accord
with the NSCN would elicit in Manipur, It is, ndeed,
doubtfu} whether the Centre has a clue abaut the so-
cial dynamics in the Nottheast. The incidents are a
pointer 0 the chasm that exists between the Nagas

, and Meitiswho donot see cye to eye on any issue. In

otherwords, the Northeast is-as divided as it is unitec
in fighing the Centre’s neglect of the region. The
root peoblem is the alienation of the people. The fac-
tors $iat impel the youth to 1ake up arms have not
been tackled. The massive investments the Centre
has been making have only lined the pockets of con-
tractors, burcaucrars, politicians. It is against this

backdrop that a small spark is sufficient to cause vin?,

*lence of the kind Manipur witnesses now. /

N CXPrg o



_KRMY CALLED OUT IN MANIPUR; 13 KILLED IN POL  : FIRING

Assembly, CM Secret:

riat

" buildings set on fir »

IMPHAL, JUNE 18. Manipur todav went up in
flames with 13 persous killed and over 5G
wounded in police firing as demonsirators
protesting the extension of the Naga ceasefire
sel ablaze the Assemblv and the Chief Minis-
ter's Secretariat and Government buildings,
leading to the imposition of an indefinite cur-
few in three districts on the Jast day of the
66-haur State bandh. The Army was called out
and shoot-at-sight orders were issued in three
districts,

Official sources said 10 of the 13 persons

Protesters on the streets of imphal

were killed on the campus of the Chief Minis-
ter’s Secretariat, which was torched and razed.
The Speaker, Mr, Sapam Dhananjay. was
roughed up and seriously injured. Four legisla-
wrs, including Mr. N, Bikart Stagh, Mr. L
Tumba Singh and Mr. P. Achou Singh, were
also injured.

An indefinite curfew was imposed in Imphal
East, Imphal West and Thoubal districts. The
Army staged flag marches in the three districts
and additional paramilitary forces, including
commandos, were rushed to the the State.

Police opened fire when supporters of the
handh, called to protest the extension of the
ceasefire with the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland ([ssac-Muivah) to the State, went on
the rampage. They torched the Assembly and
the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the Speaker's
bungalow, 15 official residences of legislators,

political party offices and destroved over a
hundred vehicles, mostly Government ones.

Important documents of the State Assembly
as also property worth crores of rupees in sev-
eral other places were destroyed in the fire, the
sources said. Thousands of demonstraturs,
including women, raising slogans “Do not
break up Manipur”, “No to ceasefire” and “We
will die for Manipuri’, laid siege to the Raj Bha-
van, demanding an audience with the Gover-
nor, Mr, Ved Marwah, but weve stopped by the
security torces.

even as the Maiur Aséembly and the State Secretariat

Personnel of the CRPF and the Assam Rifles
were deployed at the Raj Bhavan, where senijor
police officials led by the DGP, Mr. AA. Siddi-
qui, tried to pacify the angry demonstrators.

At some points, hundreds of demonstrators
were ynoving freely in front of police and ciber
security forces, who remained silent specta-
fors. The demonstrators bumt copies ¢! the
Consutution in some areas,

Several MLAs and former Ministers left their
official residences in Babupara and headed for
their constituencies after angry protesters
broke in. The protesters torched the residances
of the Union Minister of State for Food Prac-
essing, Mr. Chaoba Singh, and the former Dep-
uty Chief Minister, Mr, L. Chandramani Singh.

Party offices destroyed

The agitators also destroyed the offices of
the BJP and the Samata Party while those of

the Congress

the Manipur
Press Trust o
as demaonsi:
next door, w:

fire,
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MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2001

THE CEASEFIRE AND THE RIPPLES

BY DECIDING TO extend the ceasefire between
the security forces and the armed milirants of the
NSCNUE-M) for another vear and enlarging the
area o all the Naga inhabited areas in the North-
Eastern regivn, the Union Government has in-
deed taken a calculared gamble, And the strong
reaction ro this decision from the administration
in Manipur inow under Cenlral rule) and the As-
sam Government was only expected. The iimpact
s this, alter all, could lead 1o fresh troubles for
the civil administration in the two States. The
decision nol w engage the Naga militants even
outsitle Nagaland could give an impetus to the
demand for separatism in Ukhrul district of Ma-
nipur where the Nagas outnumber the ather
ribes as well as in the North Cachar hills district
in Assam. There is also the possibility of the
NSUN groups intensifying their activity in Ta-
menglong and Chandel districts in Manipur and
in parts of Karbhi Anglong in Assam. Given these
factors, the concero expressed hy the Manipar
Governor, Mr. Ved Marwah, and the Assam Gov-
ernment was onlyv o be expected. The least thal
the Union Home Ministry could have done
would have been w take the dispensation in
these two States into confidence before an-
nouncing the decision. Be that as it may, the
Union Home Minister, Mr. 1. K Advani, will now
have 1o ensure that his assurance to the Manipur
Governor thal the Centre would do nothing that
could lead 1o the rerritorial disintegration of any
of the North-Eastern States is backed on the
ground.

The ceasefire agreement, particularly the de-
cision to enlarge the area, was indeed inevitable.
I'he peace talks with the Naga rebels that were on
even earlier were derailed after the four-year-old
ceascfire that came into operation (during the L
K. Gujral Government) had expired. And the
NSUN groups engaged in the talks ar various lev-
cls were ingisting that those districts in the other

}7/

North-Eastern Stategmg?h a substaz\%’al Naga

population too be brought under the agreement.
With the enlargement of the area having become
a condition for furtherance of the peace tatks, the
Union Home Ministry could not have decided
otherwise. But then, the decision is bound to give
a leverage to the NSCN(I-M) 1o press for the
“greater-Nagaland” demand. Tt is in this context
that one would expect the Union Government to
impress upon its emissaries who have been en-
gaged in the talks with the rebel leaders o ensure
that the decision to enlarge the area will not be
taken by them as a basis to add more demands
during the peace talks, It will make sense for the
Union Governnient Lo make it clear, at this stage.
that nothing that will amount to redrawing the
State boundaries will be cntertained in the
course of the peace ralks. The issues here are not
just the idea of a “greater Nagaland™ but any
such debate, even if raised as merelv an academ-
ic exercise, could give impetus 1o similar de-
mands for a separate State for the Khukis in the

North-East, qﬂ . )
AN

Meanwhile, it is also important for the Gov-
ernment and its emissaries to ensure that all the
factions of the Naga rebels are involved in the
exercise. This is all the more important given the
dynamics of such rebel groups — their propensi-
ty to split, with new groups emerging against the
established leaders every time a solution is round
the corner — and this has happened with the
NSCN too. Apart from this, the Union Govern-
ment will help the cause of finding a political
solution to the trouble in Nagaland as well as in
other North-Castern States by ensuring that all its
decisions pertaining to the region are announced
after the governments in the States are taken into
confidence so that such fears as have now been
expressed by the Manipur Governor and the
State Government in Assam do not arise./
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 16. Notwithstand-
ing the reservations voiced in Ma-
nipur, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
and Tripura, the Centre is firm on
going ahead with the June 14 cea-
sefire oxtension agreement with
the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (Issac-Muivah). It does
not share the apprehensions be-
ing wvoiced in the neighboring
States.

This was the message that the
Assam Chief Minister, Mr. Tarun
Gogoi, heard when he met the
Union Home Minister, Mr. LK
Advani, and Home Ministry offi-
cials. Mr. Gogoi was given a pa-
tient hearing but was told that
most of his apprehensions were
misplaced and that the Centre
was sufficiently alert and ade-
quately equipped to see to it that
the ceasefire extension did not
become a source of mischief.

Mr. Gogoi was also told that po-
where in the June 14 “agreement’
should be read any promise or en-
dorsement of the idea of a “grea-
ter  Nagaland”  that  the
MNSCNI-M) had been demanding,
The Advani-Gogoi interaction has
probably sensitised the Centre to
the apprehension entertained in
the other northeastein States on
this count. However, Mr. Gogoi's
was not the only voice of dissent.
Another visitor, a ministerial col-
league of Mr. Advani, Mr. Chacba
Singh, Minister of State for Food
Processing Industries, handed
over to the Home Minister a letter
demanding the withdrawal “of
extension of the ceasefire with the
NSCN(I-M) in Manipur and in
other areas of the northeast”.

In an unpusual note of dissent,
Mr. Singh told Mr. Advani that the
NDA's common minimum pro-
grarnme had made a commit-
ment to the territorial integrity of
Manipur and the other northeast-
ern Stares. This promise, accord-
ing to Mr. Singh, stands negated
by the ceasefire extension. “The
NSCN(I-M]) could be the sole ben-
eficiary who may build up their

o

organisation, utilising the time of
ceasefire, in the Naga-inhahited
areas of Manipur. All the districts,
including the four valley districts,
in Manipur are inhabited by Na-
gas. This may subsequently lead
to the demand for a greater Naga-
land and territorial division of
Manipur,” writes Mr. Singh.

Mr. Singh, who is also the presi-
dent of the Manipur Siaie Con-
gress Party (C), has written to the
NDA convener, Mr. George Fer-
nandes, demanding an urgent
meeting of the alliance to discuss
the extension of the ceasefire and
its ramifications.

At the same time, the Home

Ministry judgment is that much of
the protest against the Junc I4
agreement is inspired by political
considerations. In Manipur, the
truce has been denounced by all
political outfits and individuals
who felt outwitted by the Centre's
decision t¢ impose President's
rule in the State.

Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and
Tripura feel that they have heen
hypassed by the Centre in a deci-
sion that affects them. This line of
argument appeals to political par-
ties as well. For instance, the cen-
tral committee of the Caomnrunist
Party of India (Marxist) said that
“it is most unfortunate that the

VOICES OF DISSENT IN NORTHEAST™"

entre firm on Naga truce

Vajpayce Government has decid-
ed to extend the four year-oid
ceasefire with the NSCN(I-M) for
another year, extending it to the
entire northeast without consult-
ing the State Governments in the
region”,

The Centre also knows that the
implementation of the ceasefire
in the entire northeast would be a
problematic exercise, especially if
the State Governments were less
than enthusiastic about the truce.
Nonetheless, there is a strong
feeling that an artificial “crisis™ is
sought to be created, and the
Centre has no option but (o stand
firm.

|

" By Our Correspondent

IMPHAL, JUNE 18, All towns in the State wore a de-

serted look today and noymal life came to a

standstill in response to the 72-hour general

strike called by students’ unions and women'’s
organisations to protest the extension of the cea-
sefire with the NSCN(IM) to Manipur.

Effigies of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, and the Government representative, Mr.
K. Padmanabhaiah, were burnt in Imphal by ac-
tivists of the All-Manipur Students’ Union (AM-
SU}. A meeting was held at the office of the
All-Manipur United Clubs Organisation, which
was attended by representatives of 83 organisa-
ticns and elders of all tribes and communities.
The participants decided to launch protests and
court arrest and called upon all MLAs to tender
their resignations.
| All shops pulled down their shutters and edu-
l cational institutions and Government and pri-

vate officers remained closed. Imphal-bound
trucks and buses were stranded on the State boz-
der. The Governor, Mr. Ved Prakash Marwabh, re-
viewed the law and order situation with top

. police officials. Army and paramilitary personmel
have been deployed in the areas inhabited by

| wribals,

A group of MLAs, led by the Speaker, Mr. Sa-
pam Dhananjoy, today called on Mr. Marwah.
They told Mr. Marwah that though the people
welcomed the peace initiatives with the Naga-
land-based NSCN(IM), they were against the ex-
tension of the ceasefire to Manipur since it was a

Total bandh in Manipur

separate State and also because the Government
was never consulted. While assuring the MLAs
that their views would be conveyed to the Centre,
Mr. Marwah pointed out that the Unjon Home
Minister, Mr. L.X. Advani, had given him an as-
surance that the extension of the ceasefire would
not affect the territorial integrity of Manipur.

A section of the MLAs pointed out that right
from M. LK. Gujral onwards, all Prime Ministers
had been assuring the Government and the peo-
ple that the ceasefire would not be extended to
Manipur. The resolutions of the Assembly ob-
jecting to any move to extend the ceasefire had
been ignored, they said.

PTI reports:

The Manipur Pradesh Congress Commitiee
(MPCC) opposed the move and blamed the NDA
Government for creating problems in the region.
The MPCC chief, Mr. Okram 1bobi Singh, said the
party would take up the issue with the high com-
mand to exert pressure on the Centre to retract
its decision. The CPI State council secretary, Mr.
Parijat Singh, said that by extending the ceasefire
to Manipur and other northeastern States, the
Centre had recognised and legitimised the NSCN
(I-M) demand for a “greater Nagaland".

Volunteers of the Manipur Students Federa-
tion (MSF) locked the offices of the BJP, the Sa-
mata Party, the Congress and the Manipur
People’s Party on Friday. MSF sources said they
would prevent activities of all political parties if
they failed to put pressure on the Centre to re-
tract its move.




V Samata, CPl against
enlarging Naga ceasefire

By Our Speual respondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15, The Central Government's
decision 1o extend the area of ceasefire with
the Nationalist Social Council of Nagalandil-
&) to all Naga-inhabited areas in the entire
northeast has come under sharp attack from
the Samata Party, & constituent of the ruling
NDA and the Oppositon Cammunist Party of
India.

The Samata Pany said the mave would cast
a long shadow over the entire northeast and
expressed concern that the Centre had not
paid heed to the caution of Manipur repre-
sentatives and Government, who werce upset
with the new agreement with the NSCN {I-M).

Addressing a press conference, the Samata
Party gencral secretary, Dr. Shambu Shrivast-
wa, and the former Manipur Chief Minister,
Mr. Radha Bined Keijam, said rodav that the

Centre had not consulted State Government
when it was in power.

Mr., Koijam, whose Government wis voted
out of affice last month, said the decision w
enlarge the ceasefire area was a
‘Himalayvan blunder’ and ignored the resolu-
tions of the Manipur State Assembly. The pen-
ple of the State had already begun expressing
themselves against it

The Stale unit of the Samata Party at its
political conference on Wednesday, which
was attended by the senior leader and former
Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, had
adopted a resolution warning of the dangers of
extension of the ceasefire to Manipur. The Sa-
mata Party demanded rhat the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment call an all-party meeting 1o find a way
out and said the issue would be raised during
the monsoon session of Parliament.

The CP1 said the cextension of area

“amounts o conmiving with the NSUN(-M)
on its demand for o Gredter Nagaland.”

The move would give the nutfit a frec-hand

to extend its acrivitics te the Naga popuiation
in the entire nart weast, t"-a!){(,id“}. Manipur
and Assam.
11 said the by NSCNTMs assurances nut (o
help other insurgent ontfits such as the ULFA
had no validity and could not be entorced in
the coniext of the ceaselire.

The CP1 shared the Samata’s perception
that the move would adversely affect Mand-
pur's integrity as well that of other States in
the nartheast.

The CPI (ML-Liberation) echoed similar
views and demanced that the Centre pull out
of the taiks and instead come out with a com-

prehensive package of sptutions to the fong:
standing problans of Ae entire norw

*



Red alert in Manipur-~

on 66-hr bandh eve

f

HT Correspondent and TI
Imphal, June 15

A 66-HOUR Manipur bandh
hegins from the midnight of Fri-
day to protest the extension of
ceasefire beyond Nagaland. Effi-
gies of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and his emis-
sary Padmanabhiah were burnt
at the crowded Shamumakhong
market in Imphal today to
protest the extension of the
ceasefire between the Unjon gov-
ernment of India and NSCN (IM)
in Manipur. Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh.

Leaders of All-Manipur Stu-
dents Union, All-Manipur United
Ciubs Organisations, All Manipur
Women’s Social Reformation and
Development Samaj and various
voluntary organisations unani-
mousty called for the sixty-six
hour Statewide bandh to protest
the extension of the ceasefire.

Meanwhile, a red alert was
sounded in Manipur as pro-
hibitory orders remained in
foree in the entire valley in view
of large-scale apposition to the
extension  of  the ceasefire

hetween the efkﬁtre and the
NSCN (IM) to Xaga inhabited
areas, official solirces said here
on Friday
The police and §ecurity forces
stepped up patrolling in Naga-
settled areas in the valley,
besides keeping vigil at all vul-
nerable places througheout the
valley districts. Prohibitory
orders imposed yesterday for an
indefinite period in four valley
districts, Tmphal East, Imphal
West, Thoubal and Bishnupur,
continue to remain in force.
Local dailies prominently car-
ried the ceasefire agreement
signed vesterday in Bangkok and
the reactions from various quar-
tel's on its extension to Manipur.
Senior leaders of the All-
Manipur United Clubs Organisa-
tion (Amuco)} and well-known
humnan rights activists Khaidem
Mani and R K Anand told
reporters late last night that the
ceasefire extension to Manipur
was a "misadventure and politi-
cal blunder” by the Centre and
appealed to the Union Govern-
ment to immediately ‘retract’ its
decision. They said if the Centre

{\(
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could “succumb to pressiar:
from a particular u]‘dmgmum‘
group. it “posed a threat to tervi-
torial integrity” of Manipur

The Amucoe, which had been
fighting against any move to
extend the ceasefire to Maninu
for the past four years, suid the
extension was an attempt to
“eompromise Manipur territors
while settling the NSCN (I
issue”. The All-Manipur Stu
dents Union also  stronvls
opposed the exrension of ceuse
fire to Manipur terrirory.

In a release, IInion Home Min
igter L K Advani has assured Ved
Marwah, the Manipur Zoverno:,
of the Centre’s commitment to
maintain the territorial integri-
ty of Manipur and otrer North
eastern States, allaying appre
hensions in the wake of exter-
sion of ceasefire to Nugn inbat-
ited areas in the region.

The release quoted the Uninn
Home Minister assuring b
Governor that there was 5
guestion of a('xeem"t(y‘r{n\*mn 2
that would in any wdv thr eaten
the territorial Antegrity o
Manipur.’ '




‘ S a professor of
/APersian who had
done his post-gradua-
tion from the prestigious
Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity, -Hurriyat chatrman
Abdul Gant Bhat used to
engage small groups in
various colleges of Jammu
and Kashmir.
Now, while spearheading
a separatist movement and
heading the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference — a conglo-
merate of 23 separatists’
Gr‘.;;anisatian of J&K - he
belicves he is engaging a
much bigger class n the
larger inferests of life,
which is dvaiitzcs. So, there
is little difference between
what he is doing now and
the 22 years of his life that
he spent teaching students.
Born in a small village of
Botengoo, about 10 km
from Sopore on the Bandi-
ore-Sopore Road in north
ashmir, Prof. Bhat -
known for his pro-Pakistan
stance —~ was dismissed
from Hhis service as a
professor in 1986 by the
then Chief Minister G P
Shah as “he constituted a
threat to the security of the
state.”
Ironically, the chief minis-
ter who dismissed this
r_H hitddihe il

=
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articulate man who plays
with words so deftly, was
himself ousted within a
week. From then onwards,
the professor became act-
ively involved in Kashmir
politics,
Prof. Bhat who is-also the
president of the Muslim
Conference, has been head-
ing the APHU for about two
years. Over the past few
months, the Hurriyat has
come into sharp focus ofter
the unilateral ceasefire
announced by Prime
Minister Atal Behari chg-
payee. However, the umb-
reila group’s decision to
boycott KC Pant's Kashmir
visit and the demand to
meet Pakistan’s Chief Exe-
cutive General erves
Musharraf has again
brought the Hurriyat info
the limelight.
Prof Bhat, in an interview
with KAVITA SURI, dis-
cusses the Kashmir dispute
and the relevance of the
forthcoming summit bet-
ween Mr Vajpayee and
Gen. Musharm)?
Excerpts from the inter-
view:

There is much confusion
over your statement about
the suspension of your
activities in view of the

forthcoming Indo-Pak
summit, What is the true
picture?

This is in itself a confusing
question because I always
expect journalism to be
honest, to be fair. But T was
amused to hear the news on
Radioc Kashmir and the
comments that followed.

It did not take into account
the contents of the statement
that we made. The journalists
should have gone through the
statement in details and read
it with reference to develop-
ments in Chrar-e-Sharif (the
explosion that occurred there
on 8 June) and the forth-
coming summit. Unfortunate-
ly, they chose to do their own
bit, that is, to damage any
prospects for a congenial
atmosphere io generate peace
in south Asia.

We never said, we will never
say and we could not say that
we will suspend our political
activities.

We will continue with it iill,
of course. we make sure that
the d od.

AT 2id

lapiite

1 SO

sh

ciwe i sneaning of the waras
suspension and defermont
while making unowe, Buc
sension is always conditicnal.

cap never ha

Defermertt mbans 1
can do it tomorrow,
the day after or
even after a week’s
time. This weuld
not mean  sus-
pension  for a
definite period of
time.

This was not an
act of suspension
but a decision to
defer the call for a
hartal against the
atrocities in Chrar
on a particular day.
But that does not
mean we will
suspend our politi-
cal activities. Not
at all.

Then what sh-
ould we helieve?
As 1 told you, we
believe that inci-
dents like those
that took place in
Chrar-e-Sharif,

Batmaloo and
Aishpora are state
terrorism. We

thought of starting
an organised pro-
test campaign
against this form of
terrorism.

How we do 1t is for
us to decide. But as
Mr Vajpayee and
Gen.  Musharraf
are about to meef,

we decided not to
take it up at this
stage,

Bui otherwise, you will

continue with what you

have been doing?
Absolutely, There is not a
shade of doubt about it. The
only thing is that when you do
not apply your brain, you are
caught up in a confusing
situation.

That i1s exactly what hap-
pened. I can understand the
rationale behind it as far as
mischief-makers are con-
cerned. They de¢ not want a
proper pelitical climate to
evolve.

They do not want the dispute
over Jammu and Kashmir to
be addressed; they do not
want the APHC to play its
role as effectively as if can
and, probably, they also do not
want relations between India
and Pakistan to improve. And
the two countries’ relations
walnly retelve argaad the

dec it o
cveate probieis. of one form
ar vhe oiher, for one purpose
o the other, probleias for one
set of people ar the sther

But the Hurrivat has also
come under sharp criti-
cism for not meeting Mr
Pant (the government’s
negotiator for the Kash-
miri groups) on his visit to
Kashmir. You could have
met him like Shabir Shah
did and raised your ques-
tions! Why did you choose
to stay away from him in
Kashmir?

The people of the stale, who
want a permanent settlement
of the problem, will never pose
such a question ta me because
they want to address the root
cause of the Xashmir dispute.
You want to talk about law
and order. You talk in terms
of peace on an internal track.
We refuse to be invoived on an
internal frack.

The reason being, Sheikh
Abdullah and Indira Gandhi
did underiake a1 exercise on
an dntoroal tadk bui ooad
S sl
These daye, peoplc fougnt
with s@nes, wos they iighs
with bullets. M= Panl oamc
here against the packdry of »

staborwont  lesssd o o

wid
pebey¥

Al Party Husriyat Conference chaivman Abdul Gani Bha

ignore
with
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of ce
Delhi.
So, we
peaple
that
We do
with 1
his VL
he foll
I had
would
crowd
havet
Kashr,
disput
and re
three -
Pakist
We ar
war ol
Kashn
vou a
peace,
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Indian govern-
ment. The
APHC  execu-
tive counct] dis-
cussed it th-
readbare and
decided not to
meet, him,

If you want to
discuss law and
order, go to the
chief minister

1 and taltk to him.

We are not

d ready to ialk

ahout law and

| order.

You seem to be

¥ cancerned ab-
§ out peace. It
can never hap-

pen in a vacu-

f um. You have to
4 establish peace
By on the ground.

i You can never

do it unless you
racognise the
sombre political
realities on the
ground.
But how
could you jud-
ge, may be the
talks with Mr
Pant would
have resulted
in some posi-
tive develop-
ment ?
We know. We
are the prod-
ucte of history.
We cannot
arical evidences
to the political
ity on the part
peaple in New

e will not talk to
i{r Pant. It is not
10t respect him.
2 choose to differ
' the purpose of
also the method

id T quote: “We
vant to hoard a
ynowhere”, You
to leaders from
¢ past. But the
sver addressed
here have been
reen india and

thting another
of Jammu and
i? Therefore, if
interested in
to address the
onstitutes a
n ahd Wasn-

LRI
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ppen a vacuum’

interest Bf peace and stability
in the region. So, we had pro-
posed that when Gen. Mush-
arraf visits Delhi, if a meeting
between him and the APHC
leadership takes place, the
doors of understanding and
communication will epen and
we will be talking to India’s
Prime Minister, too.

But that demand of yours
has been rejected?

Well, the lndian government's
refusal to hold talks with the
Hurriyai leadership is like
putting the cart before the
horse. Who else would they
want to talk to? We have
taken a position commen-
surate with the historicsl
perspective of the dispute that
there are three parties to the

dispute.
That is what the UN
resolution enunciates. It

states that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir are the
final arbiters of their fate. It is
we the people of Jammu and
Kashmir who will have to
deliver the judgment. It is we
the people who are the
principal party.

India and Pakistan are the
parties in history, We did give
them a role. Yes, the historian
has assigned them a role. But
why shouldn’t they give us the
rale we are entitled to? The
Indian government has
refused to taik to us. Who else
will they talk to, Kakkar
Parrey (leader of a -counter-
militant group called the
Ikhwan) , and find a solution?
After all, we represent the
Kashmiri people.

This question has been
asked time and again. How
can you claim that only the

Hurviyat is the true
representative of the
Kashmiri people?.

Yes, of course, we are the
representatives of the major-
ity. We represent the senti-
ments of the majority of the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Every where, it is on the
principle of majority that
isaues are taken up and
decisions made. Yau accept
the principle of majority in
East Timor but you do not in
Kashmir.

You do it in Junagarh but vou
do not do it here.
Representing people’s senti-
ments is a different proposi-
Bon and seprescitliy pleces
of pager theows tie the ballel
powes Dy the Avmy e another.
Yes. we veprescnt the plooa of
the vouih -
Kashuur. Whe else reprosends
the Kashniiris?

the tuture of

it is often alleffed that you
{the Hurriyat) are nothing
but pawns in the hands of
Pakistan? Besides, in
Kashmir, blood was not
shed for autonomy. The
people did enjoy some
kind of autonomy since
Sheikh Saheb’s time but
where did it go?

Autonomy is not the answer.
Peaple had not latd down their
hives for antonomy. We want a
permanent settlement of the
Kashmir dispute. There are
other alternatives also avail-
able to us.

What other alternatives?
I cannot tell you right now.
But there are.

You won't tatk about these
alternatives?

Well, you are not my cust-
omer. There are only two
Customers,

india and Pakistan?

No, nol India and Pakistan
but Gen. Musharraf and Mr
Vajpayee. We do have alter-
native solutions but let us sit
across the table first with
India and Pakistan.

How would you comment
on the recent Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba and Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen {hreats to
Gen, Musharraf ?

P'do not think there is any
threat to Gen. Musharraf or
that he feels threatened. But |
do think this is one factor that
makes the participation of the
Hurriyat imperative for talks.
They (the militant groups)
will neither listen to Gen.
Musharraf ner to Mr Vaj-
payee, They will listen to us -
the APHC, Hurriyat’s partici-
pation is unavoidahle in Indo-
Pak talks on Kashmir,

Can you influence the mili-
tant groups? -

Had we gone to Pakistan,
things would have been bet-
ter. We would have been able
o break the ice but the Indian
government did not allow us.
We could have gone a mile
ahead. Yes, 1 think we would
have becn successful in influ-
encing the Mujahideen, 1t is
wrong to say they are mili-
tants. They are freedom fight-
ers. Qur goal iz similar, they
are fighting it with guns while
we are deing it with argu-
ments. We would have asked
them to give peace a chance.
We could have asked them
not to throw their guns inte
the Arabian Sea but keep
them for a while. We could
nuve let them know about the
piogress i talks Ultitmaidy.
we are the people who matter,

JThe  author ts bused in
Jaimia und  contribules
regulurly te The Btatesman.j
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 15. The extension
of the four-year-old ceasefire with
the NSCN (I-M) for another year
i without territorial limits in Naga
i inhabited areas in the northeast
has evoked sharp criticism from
political parties in Assam and Ma-
nipur, which have blamed the
Centre for rushing through it
without consulting them,

So sharp was the reaction in
Manipur, now under President’s
rule, that the Governor, Mr. Ved
‘ Marwah, spoke to the Union

Home Minister, Mr. 1,.K. Advani,
. this morning and conveyed to
i him rhe “strong feelings of the

people of Manipur and their
| fearS”.
o

” Advani's assurance

Mr. Advani assured the Gover-

nor that there was no question of

! agreeing to anything that would
in any way threaten Manipur's
territorial integrity. He also told
the Governor that the National

Democratic Alliance (NDA), as

laid down in its Commoen Mini-

mum Programme, was commt-
ted to maintaining Manipur's
territorial integrity and other
northeastern States and it would
honeour that commitment.
Reiterating the Government’s
policy 1o welcome the insurgent
groups to cease violent activities
and come to the negotiating table
for a peaceful and just solution to
all their problems and aspira-
tions, Mr. Marwah appealed to
the insurgent groups operating in

Manipur to eschew violence and
_ juin the process of dialogue.

The Home Secretary, Mr, Ka-
mal Pande, yesterday wrote to the
Chief Secretary of Manipur.
“Though, this time, the ceasefire
is without any territorial limits

|
|

the territorial integrity of any of
the northeastern States,” Mr.
Pande saijd. .

Analysts pointed out that the
north-eastern States are dreading
that the NSCN(I-M) would some-
day rake up the demand for a
"Grealer Nagaland” and might
use the ceasefire expansion be-
vond Nagaland to lend an air of
legitimacy to their demand.

The agreement, reached be-
tween the Government’s repre-
sentative, Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah
and the NSCN(I-M) leadership,
Mr. T. Muivah and Mr, Tsaak Chisi
Swu, at Bangkok after parleys on
june 13-14, talks of the agreement
between “two entities”, without
mentioning any territory,

The extension without territo-
rial limits is being seen as a major
concession which the NSCN (I-M)
has been able to derive from the
Centre. Northeast watchers feel
that it would give a better bar-
gaining power to the outfit as it

ruce extension draws flak

By Vinay Kumarg_{¥ mion would not, in any way, affect

would be able to project itself as
almost the sole plaver in Naga-
land before talks on substantive
political issues begin.

Home Ministry sources said
that the Naga-inhabited dreas in
Assam were North Cachar and
Karbi Anglong: in Arunachal Pra-
desh, the Naga population was
concentrated in Tirap and Chan-
glang districts and, in Manipur, in
Ukhrool and Senapat:. The Gov-
ernment extracted #r assurance
from the NSCN(I-M) leadership
that the outlit would not suppaort
other insurgent groups in the re-
gion such as the ULFA.

As the next round of talks is
scheduled in the first weck of Au-
gust, the Centre would literally be
walking on the razor’s edge to
build opinion in favour of the ex-
tension of the truce with the
NSCN({-M). The reasoning woufd
be that it makes little s=nse to ob-
serve the ceasefire only in Naga-
land and keep fighting in the
other States.

Red alert in Manipur

By Our Correspondent

IMPHAL, JUNE 15. Security measlres have been beefed up on an unprece- i .

dented scale in al parts of Manipur to ensure that there is no untoward
incident in the aftermath of the extension of the ceasefire with the
NSCN(I-M) to the Naga-populated areas in northeastern Stales.

Prohibitory orders were imposed under Section 144 of the Cr.P.C. in
all trouble-prone areas. An official report said security personnel were
patrolling in Naga-dominated areas. Terming the extension as a “'stejs-
motherly treatment’, the State Assembly Speaker, Mr, S, Dhananjoy
Singh, said though the Assembly had been kept under suspended ani-
mation, the Centre should have consulted all the 60 MLAs.

At a meeting organised in the Assembly complex today, Mr. Dhanan-
jov announced that all the MLAs were prepared to resign en masse in

protest against the ceasefire extension.  According to the PTI, the effi-
gies of the Prime Minister, Mr. Aral Behari Vajpayee, and his emissary
Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah, were today set afire by volunteers of the All-
Manipur Students Union, at the Samumakhong area in the heart of

and not limited to Nagaland, I Imphal town, in protest against the extension of ceasefire, official
wish to assure you that this deci-  sources said. /
=
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~Samata attacks NE

fruce extension

HT Correspondent Hrfz)
New Delhi, June 15n "2

THE NAGA cejage ire accord
drew sharp criticisn] today from
the Samata Party, wHicl opposed
the move to extend [the truce to
the entire North Ea

Calling it a hasty and myopic
move the party attacked the Gov-
ernment for not consulting it and
demanded an all-party meet to
discuss the issue.

Samata spokesman and general
secretary Shambhu Shrivastav
said the agreement was based on
inadequate knowledge of the
ground situation. The extension
of the ceasefire’s scope to Naga-
inhabited areas of Manipur,
Tripura. Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh would result in increased
insurgency and set the entire
North-East on fire, he warned.

“Extending the ceasefire to

other areas will also give legiti-
macy to the demand for a greater
Nagaland comprising parts of
other  States,”  Shrivastav
stressed along with party leader
and former Manipur Chief Min-
ister Radhabinod Koijam.

e
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fagaland parties
welcome trucF ]
area extension \"

HT Correspondent Hr\" @r
Dimapur;, June 15 X

IGNORING THE opgositions by
some State Governments and
varicus organisations of
Manipur. Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh, the decision to extend
the ongoing ceasefire between
NSCN (IM) and Government of
india and covering all the Naga-
inhabited areas, was hailed by all
political parties in Nagaland.

There was alsa a strong con-
sensus among political parties in
the Stare for an immediate politi-
cal dialogue between the twa par-
ties. Chief Minister of Nagaland
and president of the State Con-
gress (1), § CJamir, welcomed the
one-year extension of the cease-
fire. On the expansion of the ter-
ritorial jurisdiction of the truce.
he said, “Let the respective State
Govermments react to it”.

The State Home Minister,
Neiphi-UJ' Rio. welcomed the
extension of the ceasefire for one
mare year and lauded the expan-
sion of the territorial jurisdic-
tion beyond Nagaland.

Rioalso cailed upon the Centre
and the NSCN (IM) to begin seri-
ous negotiation. He said four
vears have been spent in wran-
gling over the ceasefire Jjurisdic-
tion and said that the extension
was 2 gten in the right direction.
He hoped that the new extension
would bear fruit,

Naga Peoples’ Couneil (NPC)
president, Huska Sumi, while
welcoming the ceasefire hoped
that the NDA Government at the
Centre would ditch its ‘delaying
tactics’ and get into serious polit-
icai dialogue.

Chief minister and president
of the Nationalist Democratic
Movement (NDM), K L. Chishi,
said that it was time now that
political negotiation should
begin earnestly saying that mere
ceasefire for the past four years
had failed to yield any results on
the Indo-Naga political issue,

Chishi said when the accord
has  heen mutually agreed
between the Union Government

and NSCN (IMV), the States should/

have no say on this. e
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~/ LOOSE TRUCE "

4 For Manipur, a year of anxiety

EXTENSION of the ceasefire in Nagaland by vet anotBer
vear beginning 31 July is evidence that both Delhi an
the Isak-Muivah faction of the NSCN are keen on a solution
to the 53-year-old Naga problem. Significantly, the
understanding was reached only after the Centre accepted
the demand that the truce cover the contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas of Arunachal, Assam and Manipur. Though
emissary K Padmanabhiah gives the impression that the
“area of the ceasefire has nothing to do with and has no
bearing on any territorial issues”, the Centre’s capitulation
confirms the rebel leaders’ repeated assertion that Delhi had
“agreed in principle” at the time of signing the ceasefire
accord. This aspect had to be underlined because the NSCN
had claimed these areas be included in their “Greater
Nagaland” concept, which provoked strenucus protests in
* Manipur four years ago. Meities were not wrong afler all in
believing that the BJP pulled down the Samata Party-led
Koijam government to pave the way for extension of the
truce, a proposal opposed by the Manipur government.

That the truce has been extended since August 1997 despite
several allegations of violation by both sides is the only
positive development so far. What needs to be tackled on a
priority basis is the large-scale extortion that has vitiated the
atmosphere. Regretiably no decision was taken on this
important matter following what Padmanabhiah called “a
difference of opinion” on the magnitude of the menace. The
impression sought to be created is that extgrtion is the
handiwork of imposters but it is no secret thgt the "notices”
come in the rebel outfit's name. Peace will femain a far cry
unless the NSCN-IM relents, sits with pival factions and
changes iis attitude on sovereignty.
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ﬁ SCN truce extended fo
ayear beyong Na alan

HT Correspondcnt ‘k
New Delhi, June 14 4

THE UNION Government and
the NSCN(I-M) have agreed to
extend the ceasefire for a yvear.
and to Naga-dominated areas in
the North-east. So far confined
to Nagaland. the truce would
have expired on July 31.

The logjam over the extension
of ceasefire was broken during
talks in Bangkok between the
Centre’s emissary K Padma-
nabhaiah and the insurgent ourt-
fit's general secretary. T Muivah.
The stalemate had its roots in the
NSCN(I-My's refusal o delink its
demand for Greater Nagaland
from the extension of the truce to
areas outside Nagaland.

e

Home Secretary Kamal Pande
told repartors here that the four-
vedr truce will now have no ter-
ritorial limits in the North-east.
He clarified that the new arran-
gement would in ne way com-
promise the territorial integrity
of any Stide in the region.

But the Assam Chief Minister
was unhappy with the deciston,
and his Arunachal Pradesh
counterpart said his Govern-
ment would oppose the traee iF
Dethi did net make clear ground
rujes to regulate movement of
NSCN ultras in the State.

These States fear that the
ruce  extension would give
NSCN a licence to kill and loot.
But the Nagaland Chief Minis-
ter welecomed the extension.

t 1east one NDA ally would
be gnhappy with the decision.
The alliance convener, George
Fernandes, said in Imphal today
that the Samata Party would
never allow the ceasefire to be
extended bevond Nagaland.

In Delhi. Kamal Pande said
the Centre had discussed the is-
sue with Chief Ministers ip the
North-east, more than once.
They were "more or less™ con-
vinced about the rationale be-
hind expanding the geographi-
cal spread of the ceasefire.
NSCN pledge: The NSCN(I-\MD
has agreed “not to support other
insurgent groups” in the region.
Muiva said the new peace initia-

tive was a “big step fopward tor
peace”.

CrPC amendment to

plug witness loophole

HT Correspondent
New De/hr me 1!

THLE CENTRE has decided 1o
amend the Criminal Procedure
Code 1o prevent witnesses from
turning hostile during trial. The
move has been prompted by re-
cent instances of rich and influ-
ential persons seeking to circum-
venl the law by manipulating key
witnesses.

Based on the Law Cotmnis-
sion’s suggestion. the Centre has
decided 1o incorporate in the
CrPC a provision empowering
Courts o admit witnesses' state-
ments to the palice.

The Home Ministry has ace-
epted the sunendment forwarded
by the Law Ministry A Bill for
altering the existing provisions
of the CrPC 1s expected to be
introduced i Parllament during
the Monsoon Session, ska
begin in July
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N THE farthest NortHeast of India
lies the State of Manipdr. On June 2,
2001, President's Rule was imposed
on that State. On that day, demperat-
ic governance in that Siate dicd. The
power to impose President’s Rule on a
State through Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion is an awesome and arbitrary power.
With its use, local democracy disappears.
Federalism is collapsed. The State be-
comes a potitical fiefdom of the Union.
Berween 1950 and 2001 President’s Rule
has been imposed on various States and
Union Territories on around 100 occa-
sions — mostly for apportunistic redsons.
The imposition of President’s Rule on
Manipur is one of the worst examples of
such an imposition. Yet, over the years,
pur constitutional senses have becomne
numb. We regard the use of Anticle 356 as
a normal incidence of governance —
teaving it to our politicians to do what
they like to democracy and federalism,

Manipur’s history belongs to the folk-
lore of India. Created as a full-fledged
State in 1971, it has known troubled
times. Even before its formation, Mani-
pur Itad been under President’s Rulc as a
Union Territory in 1967-68 and again
from 1969. No sooner was it born, it was
placed under President's Rule from Janu-
ary 21 to Mareh 20, 1972, One vear later,
President’s Rule was imposed on March
28, 1973, even though, as the Sarkaria
Commissian (1988) put it, the Opposition
kad a “"tenuaus majority’’. Those were the
heady days when Indira Gandhi's Gov-
ernment ruthlessly invoked President's
Rule to destroy Gavernments of her op-
poremnts. In 1977, President's Rule was
imposed because Congress() legislators
joined the new Janata Party; and it ap-
peared that no one was prepared to form
i Government. In 1977, President’s Bule
was imposed on 10 States and one Ynion
territory, with judicial immunity from the
Supreme Court in the somewhat cquiv-
ocal, even confusing, judgment of the Su-
preme Court in the Rajasthan case (1977).
Manipur was not to be spared. In 1979-
80, Manipur was again placed under Pres-
ident’s Rule and irs Assembly dissolved,
No sooner was this over, President’s Rule
was again impased in 2981, when the As-
sembly was ptaced under suspended ani-
mation to permit political machinations.

g_yj}gjgeev Dhavan

The BJP and the Samata Party want time to resolve their
problems. Nothing can be more unconstitutional than
parties which can form Governments refusing to do so.

The sarmme game was plaved in January
1992; and again, on December 31, 1993.

The technique of keeping Assemblies in
suspended animation received judicial
approval in the Bommai case {1993) on
the basis that a ‘suspended’ Assembly
was better than a dead one — even
though the Court followed a Pakistan de-
cision that even a dissolved Asserbiy
could be revived by a Court arder if the
impaosition of President’s Rule and conse-
quent dissolution was unconstitutional.
This is unexceptional, But suspending As-
semblies invites suspicions. It apens a
can of worms, Legislators are bought,
sold and traded, with promises that they
will be appointed Ministers. Albeit, the
best of ‘second hest” alter-

Progressive MSCP. Then, Mr. Dorendra
Singh entered the fray to enahle 18 MSCP
legislators to join the existing BJP mem-
bers to create a powerful hlock called the
Progressive Democratic Alliance. The fate
of Mr. Koijam's Ministry was sealed. (d-
dly enough, this was at the hands of its
own BIP allies who voted hirn out of pow-
er on May 21, 2001, by 39 votes to 17 ina
60-member Assembly, with one seat va-
cant. The Samata Party's only State Min-
istry was thrown out by its own Uaian
Government ally, Naturally, the Samata
Party was furious. But, Mr. George Fer-
nandes was not prepared ta forgo his
comfortable links with the BjP.

There was no reason to impose Presi-
dent Rule's in Manipur. Af-

natives, suspended Assem- LAW AND SOCIETY ter the Koijam Ministry fell,

blies are full of pelitical
tricks and conspiracies.

There is no doubt thar Manipur's poli-
tics has been full of conspiracies, crises,
dislovaities and defections. In 1977, the
Shaija Ministry was created out of defec-
tions from the Congress{l;. Mr. Shaija was
deposed by My. R, K. Dorendra Singh in
1980. From 1980 to 1985, Mr. Rishang
Keishang completed a full Ministerial
term; but was deposed on his return to
power by Mr, R, K. laichandra Singh who
in turn was deposed by Mr. Dorendra
Singh in 1992. President’s Rule {cilowed.
A suspended  Assembly  enabled  Mr.
Keishing ro rerurn to power in 1994, to
win again at the polls in 1995, But, whally
vinlating the neutraiity of the Speaker,
Mr. W. Nipamacha Singh. became Chief
Minister by inducing the defections of 24
of the 39 Congress{h MUAs, He was also
returned to power by weaning away Op-
position politicians to form the Manipur
State Congress Party (MSCP} and Govern-
ment.

Between November 2000 and February
2001, the Congress{) was crippled by de-
fections. A new Samata Party-led Govern-
ment was born under Mr. Radhabinod
Koijam. Butin May 2001, the new Speaker
forced a further defection to form the

the BJP and the Samata Par-
ty came to a cozy political arrangement
even though the latter had been stabbed
in the back by the former in Manipur.
Now comes the baffling bit. Although the
BJP- Samata Party combine is in a posi-
tion to form a Government, it simply re-
fuses 1o do so. Their game plan is 10
create and continue the crisfs so that fur-
ther horse-trading takes place and poten-
tial claimants are humiliated, This is
precisely what happened when the
Speaker, Mr. Dhananjoy Singh, claimed
the right ta form, at least, a minority Gov-
ernment which the Governor, Mr. Ved
Marwah declined. The BIP and the Sama-
ta Party want time to resofve their prob-
lerns.  Nething can be  more
unconstitutional than partes which can
form Governments refusing to do so. This
is abdicating one's constitutional duty to
abandon the Constitution itself.

Using President's Rule to resolve inter-
nal party political problems is reprehen-
sible. The was done in Punjab in 1851 and
1966, Haryana in 1967, Andhra Pradesh in
1973, Uttar Pradesh in 1973 and 1975,
Orissa in 1976, and Karnataka in 1977-78.
There are many examples where an ade-
quate chance was not given to create an
alternative Ministry  including Pepsu

— - . -

w v President’s Rule 1n Manipur

11953), Andbira Pradesh (1954), Traw
core-Cochiin (1456), Kerala (1965, 147,
Rajusthan (1967), Uttar Pradesh (196
1970}, Bihar (1969, 1872), Orissa (1971,
19733 Manipur and Assam (1981), Kash-
mir (1988, and Sikkinm (1979) amongst
others. Indecd, it fias always been the
BIF's stance ai the Centre that formation
of evenr a2 minority Government must be
allowed. Now, the BIP and the Samata
Parly have u majority but refuse to honor
their constitutional obligations to do so
through the Governar, they have also pre-
vented others fram doing so. Instead,
they have chiosen tw invoke President’s
Rule, and suspended the Assembly undf
they are ready and rule Manipur directiy
from the Centre.

The time has cotne to consider whether
the President’s Rule pravisions should be
amended nut of the Constitution com-
pletely. First, President’s Rule is not need-
ed to deal with internal disturbance or
external threat. India’s Constitution pro-
vides enough federai power to deal with
this through democratic governance in
the State. Second, President's Rule is not
needed to nurture good democratic par-
liamentary raditions. 1t is the easy and
sinister way out. Parliamentary democra-
Cy survives on the continuance of demao-
cratic  governance, If  the  Union
Government has to find solutions without
President's Rule, the State Government
can, and must, also do so. Third, Prest-
dent’s Rule is anti-federal. It is a travesiy
to suggest that democracy survives be-
cause a State under President’s Rule iy
run by the Unian Government respensib-
le to a demacratic Union Parliament.

Unfortunately, impositions of Presi-
dent’s Rule evade democratic account-
ability. Fven after the Bommai case
(1993;, the judiciary is uncertain about its
rote. The President intervened in Bihar in
1998, but cannot enlarge his vero power.
Patliament is led by majorities and invar-
iably blesses these draconian provisions.
But, this time Parliament should protest.
The imposition of President’s Rule is anti-
demaocracy, and anti-tederal. It has been
made for wholly party political reasons. {t
is & blot on Indian democracy. Our poli-
ticians cannar be trusted with the Presi-
dent’s Rule empowerment which should
be deieted from the Constiturion.
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‘Naga ceasefire may
W' be extended’, -

\A\ By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, JUNE 13. The four-year-
old ceasefire in Nagaland may get

yet another extension for a year. .

Highly-placed sources in the Gov-
ernment indicated that the cease-
fire with the powerful insurgent
group, National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (I-M), could be ex-
tended to cover all Naga people in
the North-East.

The two-fold “agreement” is
likely to be clinched during the
visit of Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah,
designated representative of the
Prime Minister for the peace
talks, to Bangkok. He left for the
Thai capital on Tuesday night and
will hold consultations with the
NSCN({I-M) general secretary, Mr.
T. Muivah, and the chairman, Mr.
Isaak Chisi Swu.

Mr. Padmanabhaiah, former
{Jnion Home Secretary, held con-

sultations with the NSCN(I-M)
leadership last month when the

outfit insisted that the ceasefire
be extended to all Naga-inhabited
areas in the North-East. Mr. Pad-
manabhaiah returned here to
seek clarifications from the-Cen-
tre as it meant consultations with
States such as Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur where the
NSCN(I-M) has bases.

Though extending the ceasefire

to other States has been a ticklish
issue as the Chief Ministers of As-
sam, Manipur and Arunachal Pra-
desh could not arrive at a
consensus on the arrangement
during a meeting with the Prime |
Minister, the Centre seems to !
have decided to give peace a free !
run in the region’s Naga-inhabit-
ed areas.

PTI reports from Bangkok:

Meanwhile, Mr. Padmanab-
haiah met Mr, Muivah this eve-
ning on extending the coverage
area of the ceasefire. They will
meet again tomorrow morning.
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Revealed:

FROM CHANDAN NANDY ( \ A

New Delhi, June 13: India has routinely pointed out
the existence in Bangladesh of camps run by Nog'th-
east insurgent outfits. And Bangladesh has routine-
ly denied their existence, but promised to look into
the matter. )

For the first time, The Telegraph has obtained the
complete list of training camps which these_in§ur-
gent outfits have been running from deep within
Bangladesh territory. The United Liberation Front
of Asom (Ulfa) and the National Democratic Front
of Bodoland (NDFB) run the maximmm numberof . _-7¢

" BANGUADESH .

 camps

adesh. Following are some of the NLFT camps:

® Harigopalpara (Kanungopara), 2 km norﬂ_l of_
Panchari police station in Khagrachari district in

Arunachal
Pradesh..,

the Chittagong Hill Tracts
e B Porabari, 6 km east of Taidung market, Kha-
i hl 7 Assam. grachari district
- Mieghataya ® Sudhilapara (Ranjan headman para), horth-east
2o of Taidung market

B Lolu Kalu: main camp situated between Zpupqi,
Jamtali and Thangnang under Khagrachari police
station .

B Ranger Regiment, in Taglokantai near Somai
river and about 40 lam from Simanapur Indo-Bangla
border

camps in several districts in Bangladesh close to
Assam. Separatist organisations from Tripura also
a large presence, i
haV"Ia‘he Naﬁc?na] Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), which a_bout a
year-and-a-hailf back had abducted four RSS workers ﬁ*om Trlpur:a\
before taking them to Bangladesh, has 18 camps, mqsﬂ}.' in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts, Khagrachari and Moulvibazar districts of Bangl-

® Khagrasuri, Kadamtola, Selchai, Lunting and

Thangnag in the Sejak ranges o )
B Kalabagan area under Srimangal police station in Moulvibazar
district; and House no. 160, Sugandha Housing Estate, Muradpur,

Chittagong. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 »
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The three main camps run by the
All-Tripura Tiger Force are:

& Subhadhan headman camp,
on the western bank of the Logang
river under Panchari police sta-
tion in Khagrachari district

® Moramachva Chora camp,
in the dense forest at Golad-
ham Kabari under Logang union
under Panchari police station

& Jogesh Chandrapara and Kha-
sia Mangal in Satchhari under
Chunarughat police station in
Habiganj district.

Thet'e are some more camps in
Bandarban and Rangamati dis-
tricts.

The camps of Ulfa. NDFB and
the Achin National Volunteer
Council, which operates in cer-
tain parts of Meghalaya, have
been identified in the fellowing
areas of Bangladesh: Bishumer-

station in Sunamganj district,
Madhupur Reserve Forest in Tan-
gail district, Tarimission in Shey-
pur district, Panihata in Sherpur
district,. Srimangal in Moul-
vibazar district, Mahastangarh in
Rajshahi district, Maheshkhali in
the coastal district of Cox’s Bazar,
Mymensingh Krishi Farm in My-
mensingh district, Haluaghat in
Mymensingh district, Jamalpur
{(a recruiting camp) in Netrokona
district, Adampur under Kamal-
ganj police station in Moul-

pur village under Tahirpur police

' ps

vibazar, gach under Ka-
malganj pglice station in Moul-
vibazar, Chhota Dhamai under
Barlekha police station in Moul.
vibazar, Amberkhana in Sylhet
district, house of Nilu Babu Singh,
Dewan Singh and Lalwani Singh
at Chhota Dhamai under Borlek.
ha police station in Moulvibazar,
The Hynniewtrep National L-
beration Council, which, along
with the Achin National Volunte-
er Council, was banned by the Me-
ghalaya government as well as the
Centre early this vear, operates
from camps located at Jaintiapur
in Sylhet district. The outfit alsg
has a transit campat a place called
Ramgarh in Tangail district,

Assam ambush

Nine Assam Rifles personne] and
three Ulfa militants were today
kifled in separate incidents .in
Upper Assamn’s Tinsukia district,

Violence rocked central Ass-
aml, too, with suspected NDFB
militants killing one person and
injuring 10 at the Rangapara daily
market in Sonitpur district.

The day’s major incident was,
however, the one at Namdang un-
der Margherita police station,
Suspected Ulfa militants ambus-
hed a group of 10 jawans of the
28th Assam Rifles Battalion, sta-
tioned at Changlang in Arunachai
Pradesh, just after the mini-truck
carrying them crossed the inter-

state border. ]
"
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‘Bhrigu joins NCP, enters national pollty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE /\(Q" °7

GUWAHATI JUNE 12

: BHRIGU Kumar Pbukan, one of the
founders of the Asom Gana Parishad {AGP)
" and a signatory to the 1985 Assam Accord, s
formally joined the Nationalist Congress Party
{NCP) and bid a “goodbye to regionalism”.
- “Regionalism in Assam is finished. Though I
hold Prafulla Kumar Mahanta responsible for
destroying the AGPE, I adrhit even ¥ am to be
blarned for it,” Phukan told The Indian Express
on Monday, a day after joining the NCP.

Phnikan said regionalism was no fonger pos-
sible with Mahanta remaining the “main obsta-
cle”. ‘

- “The country needs value-based poiitics,
andIfeel the NCP can provide the people an al-
ternative in the long run,” he said.

He also described as “useless” the efforts by
former AGP ieaders to launch new regional
proups, “These leaers are individuals with no
followers,” he said, without naming former
AGP generalsecretary Atud Borawho failed to
make any impact in the recent ¢lections.

Phukan was the general secretary of the Al
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) from 1979 10
1585 with Mahania as its president. When the
AGPwas formed in October 1985, he became its
most important general secretary.

When the party was elected to power the
same year, Phukan became Home minister in
the government headed by Mahanta, and con-
tinued to play an important role in shaping re-
gional politics in the state.

The former AGP leader charged Mahanta
with “selfish politics” to keep control over the

party. He said Mahanta had sidelined the right- -

thinking leaders to further his personal interests,

Mahanta
AGP's first tenn in pmvcr,
prompting him to resign
from the party and govem-
ment more than once.

1n 1991, he walked out
with Dinesh Goswarni, Bi-
jova Chakravarly (now in
the BJP) and former
Speaker Pulakesh Barua
1 1o form the Natun Asom
.| GanaParishad (NAGP).
| The NAGP was dis-
sofved as Phukan returned
to the parent party within a
year. Mahanta and
Phukan campaigned to-
gether in the 1996 elec-
tions, but the two soon fel)
out. -
Phukhan launched an-
other outfit in 1998, the
Asom Jatiya Sanmitani. “T
tried my best to recrganise
the AGF after the 1996

would simply notlisten. He
became obsessed with pro-

NCP general secretary P A Sangroa presents a copy of the party
constitution to former Assam home minister Bhrigu Phikan in
Guwahati om Sunday — P77

“1 am a victim of Mahanta’s politics. So are
several others. Though we tried our best to

bring the AGP back to shape, Mahanta contin-

ued with his dictatorial style, ousting one leader
after the other to ensure he remained in
power,” Phukan said.

Phukan had several serious disputes with

jecting his wife as a leader,
and not only made her a
Rajya Sabha member but
also a party vice-presi-
dent,” he said. '

“The Congress cannot do anything for the
state. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has no record
of performing despite being a Lok Sabha mem-
ber thrice and a Union minister. He is a geptle-
man but the same oid corrupt leaders been
made ministers,” Phukan said. '
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A1 Naga dg dlocl&,&,

ess than a fortnight after a sp¥cial envoy of Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee \refurned empty-handed,
attemnpts 1o bring the effectivetleadership of one of the
factions of the Nagas now cooped up in Bangkok, Delhi and
North Block seem inclined towards trying their luck with the
rebels ance again. The Isaak-Muivah faction of the NSCN had
made it clear 10 former Union home secretary Padmanabhaiah,
that they would like to be accorded the status of being the sole
intermediary on part of the Nagas if any solution is tried to
bring to an end the longest insurgency in post-Independent
India. There 1s the Khaplang faction too, which wants similar
status at the negotiating table, but their claims have been
ignared by Delhi for the time being. The Khaplang faction is
refusing to take the denial and fresh cases of violence and
. clashes have followed. The Bangkok-based rebels also wanted
1 that all the developmenial aid meant for the region be routed
;\}hmugh it. In the perception of the Union home ministry, no
real progress can be made tl[ the time the Isaak-Muivah faction
is involved, and that has led 10 a rather piquant situation where
na progress on the ground has taken place because of the fac-
tional dispute. Arguably, the Bangkok-based rebels may claim
10 have majority support among the Nagas, but there 1s little or
no empirical basis to supplement the assertion, thereby leading
to an impasse which has only provided an opportunity to those
who would like to continue with the insurgency. With neither
of the factions prepared to test their claims democratically
(through an election. for example), North Block seems some-
what clueless in dealing with the situation. The dominant feel-
ing in the region is that any elections, if held under Indian
supervision, may nat be free and fair. The proposition to
involve an international party in the affair is obviously not’
acceptable 1o the Indian government. Thus, the stalemate con-
tinues, as well as instances of sporadic viclence. If Delhi is
keer on a salution. 1t must insist that elections be held to deter-
mine who stands where in Nagaland. M that happens, only then
can any real negotiations take place. Defhi has also been insist-
ing that the solution to the insurgency must be found within the
confines of the Indian Constitution, and that is not acceprahle
(o either of the rebel factions right now. In the context, if a new
emissary has to taik with the Naga rebels hused in Bangkok. the
minimum that they should ask is o make them agreeable
work within the Indian Constitutional framework. Contentious
.1ssues like the extent of awtonomy and its content can only fol-
low such an understanding, which seems to be elusive thus far.
When the talks were last held, the beginning was promising;
but the subsequent inclusion of the demand for third party
inervention to clear the fogjam, faced somewhat understand-
able opposition from the Indian government, which obviously
wants an urgent end 1o the factonal feud so that a united lead-
ership of the Nugus can be involved in a negotiated dialogue,
designed to produce a blueprint to resolve a crisis situaton.
Otherwise, the tenuous siwation could soon degenerate intc
more intraciable torms of violence. An element of give anc
take, with all sides to the dispuie, ready to jettispn hard posi-
tions. seems to he one sensible option. Butitis that very option
which seems to he absent for the moement. /
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Reang au
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AGARTALA, June 9. — With
the authorities in Aizawl
showing reluctance in arrang-
ing for the early repatriation
of tribal evacuees, Reang in-
surgents are becoming in-
creasingly active along the
Tripura-Mizoram border.

The Bru National Liberation
Front, a Reang outfit, is os-

. tensibly preparing to step up

pressure on the Mizoram gov-
ernment for granting autono-
my to the minority Reang
tribesmen in the state.

The BNLF leaders have

" sent a memorandum to the

Mizoram chief minister, Mr
Zoramthanga, demanding de-
marcation of an autonomous
region for the minority Re-
angs in the state and setting
up an autonomous council to
implement  developmental
schemes for Mizoram's Re-
ang-dominated areas.

The process of an ethnie po-
larisation, mainly on religious

lines, seems to have become

complete in Mizoram with Re-
ang politicians and organisa-
tions exerting pressure on the
Centre to protect human
rights of Reang tribesmen in
the state.

A Union home ministry re-
port recently said the govern-
ments of Mizoram and Tripura
had reasons to worry if the Re-
ang problem was not solved by
the authorities in Aizawl. MPs
from Tripura had recently ex-
pressed their concern in Par-
liament over Mizoram’s reluc-
tance in taking back the Re-
ang refugees, now huddled in
six camps in North Tripura.

After the Reang and BNLF
leaders repeated their demand
for Reang autonomy in Mizor-
am, the authorities in Aizaw!
made one thing clear, though
indirectly, that the proposal for
repatriation of Reang evacuees
would not make any headway
until the Reang insurgents
surrendered their arms and
created a conducive atmos-
phere for peace in the state.

The chief minister, Mr Zor-

tonom

V-4 &,

amthanga, had earlier rejected
the demand for an autonomous
hill council for the Reangs and
reservation of seats in the state
Assembly for the Reang minor-
ities. The demand for autono-
my made the dominant Mizo
community sceptical about the
stance of the non-Christian Re-
ang minorities which had ap-
parently resulted in attacks on
the minority tribesmen in Miz-
oram’s Reang villages.

Reang tribals had started
crossing over to North Tripura
in October 1997 after ethnic
disturbances in their Mizoram
villages. At one stage, the pop-
ulation in the camps rose to
over 40,000. Many of the in-
mates have now crossed over
to the Chittagong hills and
some have mingled with the
local tribal population. Over
30,000 are still in the camps.

Mr LK Advani had, on 7 Au-
gust 2000, held a meeting
with the chief ministers of
Tripura and Mizoram, Mr
Manik Sarkar and Mr Zoram-
thanga, in New Delhi to re-

Tx &
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y heat

view the situation.

Mr Zoramthanga had then '

agreed to take back 16,000
evacuees before 30 October
last year. He had also assured
that the rest of the refugees
would be repatriated within

31 December 2000. The meet- |

ing decided that tripartite
meetings would be held with
senior officials of the Union
government, the Mizoram
government and Reang lead-
ers from time to time.

But the Mizoram govern-
ment went back on its assur-
ance given to Mr Advani. The
authorities in Aizawl later in-
formed the Tripura govern-
ment that only about 10,000
camp inmates were genuine
citizens of Mizoram and the
rest were infiltrators from Tri-
pura and the Chittagong hills.

The Tripura government

lodged a strong protest against
Mizoram's stance and urged
the Centre to apply adequate
pressure on the state govern-

ment to arrange for early repa- |

triation af the refucees.
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THE IMPOSITION OF President's rule in Mani-
pur, ending over 10 days of political stalemate
following the collapse of the Samata Party-led
Peopie’s Front Ministry headed by Mr. Radhabi-
nod Koijam, has a substantive element of inevi-
tability aboul it. First, with the high commands
of the BJP and the Samata Party, which together
account for nearly two-thirds of legislators in the
60-member Assembly, jointly deciding not to
participate in or support any government forma-
tion exercise, the prospect of what looked like an
arithmetically sustainable combination under
the B{P’s Mr. R. K. Dorendra Singh assuming
office got scuttled. For the BJP, the decision was
an act of ‘renunciation’ dictated by the over-
riding political imperative of having to humour
one of its most trusted partners in the National
Democratic Alliance at the Centre, the Samata
Party, which felt deeply hurt and 'betrayed’ by its
big brother because of its role in voting out the
three-month-old Koijam Ministry and whose es-
trangement might well have had its own after-
shocks in the coalition, vehement protestations
notwithstanding; opting not to stake claim to
power is obviously the least the BJP leadership
could do to ‘atone’ for its perceived ‘betrayal’.

In a State like Manipur where party labeis
are mere stocks in frade for legislators and Gov-
ernments are formed or pulled down in an in-
credibly whimsical fashion, it is indeed too
much o expect the fiats from the central party
leadership to be honoured by its MLAs. Given
that the Samata Party and the BJP have been the
beneficiaries of such unprincipled and presum-
ably induced defections from the Opposition
ranks, it was no surprise that the neo-converts
were only too willing to change their party badg-
es and be a pArt of any viable arrangement, pro-
vided theygot the right 'compensation package’.
If, in spjte of this culture of freewheeling political
mobiMty, no credible coalition could be cobbled
is time around, it is certainly not for want of

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2001

INEVITABLE STEP

trying. Int fact, the Speaker, Mr. bapam Dhanan-
joy Singh, did at one stage stake his claim to form
government bur could not sustain it after the
Governor, Mr. Ved Prakash Marwah, asked him,
as a matter of parliamentary propricty, to step
down from the Speaker’s office belore putting
forth his plea. At one level Mr. Dhananjoy
Singh’s backtracking could be because his con-
tinuance as Speaker was a critical component of
his gameplan to win over an adequate number of
legislators. At another level, he and his prospec-
tive key partners in the power game could not
perhaps strike a ‘fair deal’ among themselves.

With the Assembly kept in suspended ani-
mation, pending parliamentary approval of the
President’s proclamation under Article 336,
there is still the possibility of the various political
players and groups, with or without the national
party tags, finding an agreed ‘formula’ for shar-
ing power and this of course lends itself to the
contemptible practice of ‘horse trading’. The rul-
ing establishment in Manipur. as in many other
States in the Northeast, has been prone 1o turn-
ing its political antenna towards the powers that
be ar the Centre, and the parties running the
Government at New Delhi, for their part, have
been only too ready to ‘adopt’ the MLAs and join
the power play at the State evel; the consuming
expansionist urge displayed by the BIP and the
Samata Party was of a piece wirh this perceived

stendency. Even if some coalition arrangement

with a requisite majority suppo-t is put in place,
its durability will still be open to question, if the
track record of legislators in the State over the
past two decades is anvthing to go by. For now,
however, the people would be looking forward to
the Governor acting on his declared resolve to
get the slew of corruption charzes against poli-
ticians and bureaucrats investigaled by the CBI
and to bring about systemic changes to ensure

better governance, not to speak of pulling the

State’s finances from the brink of disaster.
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Bodo ultras Kill 10 \v
Adivasi woodcutters

HT Correspondent
Guicahati, June s

o

BODO MILITANTS mowed down
10 Adivasi woodcutters in
Assam’s Kekrajhar district on
Sunday night, breaking the
deceptive calm that lasted for a
month in this treuble-torn State.

Palice say the killings might
be the result of woodcutters
breaking the ban on timbor
felling imposed by the ultras.

The incident took place at
Lungchung ferest, 40 km from
the nearest police station.
Basugaon.

“Police officials were able to
reach the spot on Tuesday after
a long rrek. Ag per our informa-
rion, ten people have been killed
in indiscriminate firing, but as
woadcutters here move in sepa-
rate groups, there might be
moare hodies Iyving in the forest,”
sald a police official from
RBasugaon.

Police say a group 5 wood-
cutters  had gonel to  the
Lungchung forest on the Indo-
Bhutan border to gathen wood on
Sunday

A group of suspected National
Demoeeratic Front of Bodoland
ultras attacked rhem, killing ten
and injuring four.

The police came 10 know about
the incident late Monday evening
WHEL & survivor managed to
reach the Runikhata paolice out-
post to report the incident.

“The inaccessibility of the
area was the main reason why
the report came in very late,” the
afficial said. The police lodged
the IR an Tuesday.

Senior ypolice officials and
bureaucrats from Kokrajhar and
Guwahati rushed to the area to
take stock of the killings.

This is first major incident of
terrorist violence in the State
after the new Congress Govern-
ment led by Tarun Gogol

assumed office last month.

Additional security forces
have been deployed in the area to
nab the militants responsible for
Sunday’s attack.

The killings are tke latest
among numerous such strikes hy
the NDFB to forcibly impose the
bhan on timber felling in Bodo
domihated areas.

“Some people are trying to

—give - communal colour to the

killings that the woodcutters
were targetted because they were
‘adivasis’, but earlier incidents
suggest that the NDFB has
attacked even Bodo peaple who
had tried to cut trees in the area.”
the official said.

Meanwhile, in another inci-
dent, three Ulfa militants were
gunned down by the police in an
encounter in Jorhat district in
Upper Assam on Monday, The
uitras were on an extortion
drive in the district when they
were challenged, police said.

|
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- New Delhi, June 2: The Union
Cabinet today unanimously rec-
ommmended the imposition of
President’s rule in Manipur and
said the Assembly should be kept
in“suspended animation”.

- Briefing newsmen after a
meeting of the Cabinet at Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's 7
Race Course Road residence,
external affairs and defence
minister Jaswant Singh said:
“The Cabinet granted its approval
anfd recommended to the Presi-
dent imposition of President’s
rule in Manipur. The Assembly
would be kept in suspended
anjmation.”

JJor the past two weeks, Ma-
nipur was in the throes of politi-
cakuncertainty after the defeat of
thé Samata Partyled People’s
Frent ministry of Radhabinod
Koijam on the floor of the House.
All'the BJP MLAs who voted that
day opposed the motion of confi-
dence brought by the chief minis-
ter had sought.

.The BJP and the Samata Party
are partners in the National De-
macratic Alliance at the Centre. In
Manipur, BJP was propping up

e

ur

the Samata- overnment.

“After it$ government fell,
Samata had insisted on either re-
instatement of Koijam with BJP
support or imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule.

However, 26 BJP legislators
formed a new political outfit, Pro-
pressive Democratic Alliance
(PDA), and claimed they would
form an alternative government
with the support of 41 MLAs. Bui
this did not find favour with the
BJP central leadership.

The PDA broke up after the
Manipur State Congress Party
pulled out of the alliance,

Speaker Sapam Dhananjoy
Singh staked claim to form the
government. However, he with-
drew when the BJP made it clear
that the party would have nothing
to do with government formation.

With various political parties
unable to provide a viahie alterna-
tive in Imphal, Governor Ved
Prakash Marwah sent his report
to President K.R. Narayanan, with
copies to the Prime Minister and
home minister L.K. Advani, rec-
ommending President’s rule.

Marwah cited “politt
tainty” in the state a;

President.
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Marwah for Central rule

By Our Special Correspondent H D |

NEW DELHI, JUNE 1. The Manipur Governor, Mr, Ved
Marwah, has recommended that the State be
brought under President’s .uie and the State
Assembiy be kept under suspended animation.
Mr. Marwah sent his report on the prolonged
political uncertainty on Thursday to the President,
Mr. K. R. Narayanan, with copies to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Union
Home Minister, Mr. 1.. K. Advani.

The Centre has yet to take a considered view of
the Governor's recommendation. Mr. Advani is in
Leh on “'Sindhu darshan’, and is scheduled to
return here tomorrow. Even if the Pritne Minister
and the Home Minister are able to discuss the
contents of the report tomorrow, it is doubtful
whether a Cabinet meeting can he called the same
day before a recommendation can be made to the
President that the Governor's advice be accepted.

On the other hand, Mr. Vajpayee himself is
scheduled to be away in Gujarat on Sunday and
tll Monday afternoon. The Cabinet, therefore,
wonld have to meet some time before the Prime
Minister leaves for Mumbai on June 6 for his
knee-surgery.

However, there seems to near-certainty that the
Governor's advice would be accepted by the
political leadership in New Delhi, and that a short
spell of President’s rule {without dissolution of the
Assembly) would suit almost everyone's interest,
in particular, the Samata Party 'eadership, which

has kicked up a ¥ controversy over the depéat
of its Minist)’)lgx::i by Mr. Radhabinod Koi

should be propitiated that the "“defectors” would
be denied the satisfaction of forming a
government. ) e A

The Governor’s Tecommendation has acquired a
semblance of reasonableness as the Speaker, Mr.
§. Dhananjoy Singh, could not furnish a new list
of supporters to sustain his contention that he
would be able to form a government; nor did he
respond to the Governor’s advice that he showd
resign as Speaker hefore staking claim to form a
government. Since no other claimant came
forward, the Governor found himself confronted
with a constitutional vacuum,

|

In his report to the President, Mr. Marwah is
believed to have given a detailed account of the
recent uncertainty in the State, and expressed
serious reservations about the viability of a stable
government. Hence, the recommendation that a
short spell of President’s rule may have a sobering
effect an the legislators who appear unwiiling to
submit themselves to any kind of party discipline.

However, given the fact that the ruling National
Democratic Alliance does not enjoy a majority in
the Rajya Sabha and given that the relationship
between the Vajpayee Government and the
Congress are rather acrimonious, it is doubtful
whether the Government would be able to get the
parliamentary ratification for any presidential
proclamation in Manipur. Under the
circumstances, President’s rule can sustain itself,
without a parliamentary ratification, for eight
weeks after the monsoon session begins on July

23. A

TrL 1 INDU

LU

[y

bl

by



President’s rule stares
¢ Manipur in the face

oo
)
By OQur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The formula-
tion that neither the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party nor the Samata Partly
would participate in any manner
in government formarion, was
decided at ameeting between the
BIP president, Mr. Jana Krishna-
murthi, and the Samata leader,
Mr. George Fernandes, ahead of
another meeting in the atternoon
in which several leaders from
both the parties participated.

A terse joint statement was is-
sucd stating that both the parties
“will remain outside the process
of government formation in Ma-
nipur... and will inform the Gov-
ernor accordingly.”

The statement was signed by
some of those present at the
meeting — Mr. Krishnamurthi,
Mr. Padmanabha Acharya, in-
charge of the BIP's political af-
fairs in the north east, Mr. R.K,
Dorendra Singh, leader of the
BIP's State Legislature party and
the Chief Minister aspirant, and

the State unit president, Mr. M.
Bhorot Singh.

From the Samata, there were
Mr, Fernandes, the acting party
president, Mr. V.V, Krishna Rao,
the former president, Ms. Jaya
Jaitly, the general secretary in-
charge of the north east. D,
Shambhu Shrivastawa, the oust-
ed Chief Minister, Mr. Radhabi-
nod Koijam, and the State unit
president, Mr. O, Lohrii

If the present strength of the
tweor parties — BIP 26 and Samata
13 — remain outside the process
of government formation in a 6Q-
member House, then President’s
rule lpoks inevitable,

But afterwards, Mr, Acharya
said he did not expect all his 26
RIP MLAs to remain with the par-
ty, “some would certainly de-
fect,” and he explained: “at least
18 MLAs had recently joined the
BIP with the specific hope and
purpose of forming a govern-
ment, and they are disappoint-
ed.”

iie said he would nar be sur-

More claims

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The Manipur Assembly Speaker, Mr, Sapam
Dhananjoy Singh, today staked claim to form the Government
after the BJP and the Samata Party decided not to press their
claims. However, he lost support of some of the Manipur State
Congress Party (Chauba) legisjators, taking the State closer to
President’s rule.

After the BIP-Samata meeting, Mr. Singh rushed to Raj Bhavan
and submitted a list of 40 members supporting him. The Gover-
nor, Mr. Ved Prakash Marwah, told UNI that he would take a
decision on the new ministry in the next two days.

In a statement, Mr. Kh Devabrata, spokesperson of an MSCP(C)
group, said his faction would oppose Mr. Dhananjoy Singh's
claim. “He should have resigned as Speaker before staking claim
to uphold the sanctity of the House." Mr. Hemanta Singh, leader
of the MSCP legislature party, which has a strength of 10 members
in the 60-member House, also made a similar claim. Given the
Assembly arithmetic, no constituent of the PDA can form a minis-
try without the BJP’s support. — UNI, PTI

THE

[

»

prised if the Samata were o split,
and a new formation with a ma-
jority could, or rather would,
emerge. He made it ciear that the
so-called “crisis’” in Manipur was
not caused by the BIP. Afrer all, i
was not e BIP's responsibility
o ensure that the Samata Gov-
ernment there did not fall, as
there was “no NIDA in Manipur.”

But finally, it was conceded
that the anly tactor that prevent-
ed the BJP from forming a gov-
ernment in Manipur was the dark
shadow that these events would
cast over the Vajpayee Govern-
ment. “We could not have Mani-
pur and let go of Delhi,” My,
Acharya said, adding “withour
Dethi there would e no Manipur
either.”.

The BJP did not Tavour Presi-
dent’s Rule in Manipur because
frequent defections, resulting in
political instability, were a prob-
lemn ali over the north east. ""That
is the political cultwre there. (f
SOMEe group wants (o marry an-
other and then divorce, what can
we du?” Some other NDA feaders,
Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan (Lok Jan-
shakd) and Mr. Sharad Yadav
(13- — wnot My, Sharad Pawar
of the NCP as inadvertently men-
tioned yesterday — are both op-
posed to President’s Rule.

All that the B]I7 is now hoping
for is that the six MLAs who were
“originally” elected on the BIP
symbol would remain loyal to the
party.

Mr. Dorendra Singh, the par-
ty's Legisiature wing leader and
the Chief Minister i walting
seemed 10 be reconciled ta the
fact that it was not his chance this
time — fie has resigned as conve-
nor of the 41-member five party
Progressive Democratic Alliance
which had been waiting to stake
claim o form w governneot,

HRiet



HT Corresponde
Imphai, May 28
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MAWNIPUR'S SEARCH for an
alternative Government moved in
anew direction today with Speak-
er Sapam Dhananjoy and Mani-
pur State Congress Party (Chao-
ba) leader M Hemanta Singh stak-
ing parallel ¢laims to form the
next ministry in the State.
Dhananjoy ¢laimed he had
been elected the new leader of
the PDA and should be allowed
form the next ministry in the
State. The development came
within hours of a BJP-Samata
joint announcement in Delhi
that bath parties would stay out
af the race for power in Manipur.
Dhananjoy, fresh from a meet-
ing with national leaders of the
NDA in Delhi, called on Gover-
nor Ved Prakash Marwah, saying
he had the support of 3% legisla-
fors. He said he had been elected

lanipur race

he new leader of the PDA at a
meeting of alliance MLAs at
Manipur Bhavan in New Delhi
vesterday. He would again meet
the Governor tomorrow to press
his claim, Dhananjoy teld the
‘Hindustan Times'.

Dhananjoyv, who has not
resigned as Speaker. said a stable
Government was the State’s need
of the hour and only the PDA
under his leadership was in a
position to provide it. He was
elected on the MSCP ticket. but is
neither in the Chaoba nor in the
Nipamacha faction of the MSCP

But he has a contender for
power. The MSCP (Chaoba)
group led by Meirangthem
Hemanta Singh, too, has staked
claim to form the next Govern-
ment in Manipur. Singh met Gov-
crnor Marwah at the Raj Bhavan
for a second time today. after

meeting him earlier at 6 pm, to
stake his claim. /

FHE HAINDUSTAN TIME:

7 9 MAY 2000
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Koijam plays wait-ang-watch game
f

HT Correspondents \& \
Imphal/New Delhi, May 27

THE MANIPUR State Congress
Party (Chaoba), the second
largest constituent of the PDA,
staked its claim today to form
an MSCP-led PDA Government
in the State, even as arch rivals
Radhabinod Koijam and BJP
leader R K Dorendra Singh
warmed up to face each other at
a high-level BJP-Samatu Party
meet in Delhi tomorrow to
resolve the political crisis.

Koijam’s Ministry fell last
week after he lost to dissidents
in a vote of confidence. “I have to
play the wait-and-watch game,”
Koijam teld the Hindustan
Times in Imphal before catching
his Night for New Delhi. He said
he would abide by the Central
leaders’ prescription to end the
stand off between the PDJA and
his People’s Front.

The other PF members, who
left for Delhi, included Samata
Party State president O Lohrii,
the party’s legislator and
spokesman Dr Nimaichand
Luwang, and Okram Joy Singh,
cvonvenor of the Prople’s I'ront
core committee,

A 32-member PDA team led
by Rajkumar Dorendra Singh
is already in New Delhi since
Thursday for tomorrow’s meet-
ing. Incidentally, the PDA team
left for Delhi with Speaker Dr
Sapam Dhananjoy Singh.

The Speaker has been in
close touch with the PDA since
the dissidents began revolting
against Koijam. The PDA camp
is still functioning from his offi-

cial residence.

The MSCP(CY's bid for power
followed an emergency meeting
of its central executive commit-
tee chaired by party president
L Amujao Singh, The MSCP(C)
instructed its working presi-
dent ¥V Hangkhalian, now in
New Delhi, to convince the BJP
and other PDA MLAs that the
MSCP(C}) had the moral obliga-
tion to form an alternative Gov-
ernment.

The MSCP(C) initiative is an
indirect fallout of the BJP's
decision to bar its State Leg-
islative Party from forming a
BJP-led PDA Government in
Manipur, The BJP has told its
State unit that none of itg#
MLAs would be allowed to
become minister in any Coun-
cil of Ministers.

Both BJP and Samata
sources in the Capital believe
the outcome of tomorrow's
meeting could influence future
ties between the two parties.
Koijam and R K Dorendra
Singh, leaders of the Samata
and the BJP Legislature Parties
respectively, will have a chance
to present their cases against
each other in Central BJP and
Samata Party leaders’ pres-
ence. BJP chief K Jana Krish-
namurthi. the party’s North-
East in-charge Padmanahha
Acharya and Samata Party
leader George Fernandes and
his party’s Manipur head wilt
take part in the meeting.

None of the 40-odd MLAs,
including Manipur Speaker
Dhananjay Singh, has been
invited to the meeting.
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SAMATA BJP TO THRASH IT OUT TODAY

\41 MLAs

swear by

. Dorendra Singh

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI} MAY 27. The Bharativa fanara Party-led 41-
member five-party Progressive Democratic Alliance
in Manipur today demonstrated its resolve to form a
government in the State with the presidents of the
MSCP, NCP, JD{L) and the Federal Party of Manipur
— all constituents of the PDDA — writing separate
letters to the BIP president, Mr. Jana Krishnamusthi,
expressing “'full support” to their chosen leader, Mr.
R.X. Dorendra Singh, the Bff's Stae Legislature Par-
ty leader.

This move is being seen as a pressure tactic ahead
of the crucial meeting tomoriow of central and State
leaders of the BJP and the Samata Party 1o resolve
the crisis that has not only engulled Manipur —
where the Samata Party-led Government of Mr. Rad-
habinod Keijam was voted out on May 21 — but has
led to bitterness between the BiP and the Samata,
casting a shadow on the NDA Government.

Publicly, both the BIP and Sammaia Party leaders
maintained silence roday, saying a decision would
be taken at the meeting tomorrow scheduled to be
held at 4 p.m. at the BJP headquarters here. The BJP
team will be led by Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi, while
the Samata will be represented possibly by Mr. Ge-
orge Fernandes or Ms. Jaya Jaitly or both.

Joining the discussions will be Mr. Padmanabha
Acharya, Northeast in-charge, and Mr. Pyarelal
Khandelwal on the BJP side, and Mr. Shambhu Shri-
vastawa, Northeast in-charge and Mr. V.V, Krishna
Rao from the Samata. Senior State party leaders from
both the parties, including the ousted Chicf Minister,
Mr. Koijam, and the man who wants ro occupy that
position, Mr. Dorendra Singh. will also be present.

The Manipur crisis has in fact become a crisis of
confidence between the two NDA coalition partners.
The Samaia is badly looking for a “face-saving for-
mula” and privately its party leaders are alleging that
the BJP was plaving a double game — maintaining
that it is not interested in forming a governmeni n
Manipur while encouraging its Siaie MLAs o do ex-
actly the opposite.

The Samata Party is also bitter that its “second

wptton” of President’s rule, after a demand that the

-~

Koijam Government be restored, is also being sabo-
taged. The BJP’s Manipur MLAs and their supporting
constituents have successtully lohbied wirth other
NiDA leaders such as Mr. Sharad Pawar (NUP) and
Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan (Lok Jan Snakii) againgt an
“unconstitutional move” for President’s rule when
Mr. Dorendra Singh enjoys a majoritv and is more
than willing to form a government.

“Our demand for President’s rule has been made
untenable by these tactics,” a Samata leader told The
Hirdit, adding he suspected the 13]1's hand in this.
Apparenlly, three days ago at a meeting between the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, and Mr. Fer-
nandes, it was “almost agreed that President’s rule
was the best option.” he added. Bur nothing hap-
pened.

a solution that is satisfactory to the Samala is nat
worked out tomorrow, the relations between the two
parties would have become maore bitrer and this
would impact on the NDA, the Samata Party feels,
irrespective of whether or not the party chooses 1o
immediately make any public noise to voice its pro-
test, “If not tomorrow its impact on the NDA will he
felt the day after.” a Samata leader said.

Other NDA conslituents are also beginning to sce
a real danget 1o the Vajpayee Government from this
standofl between the BIP and the Sariata, and this
may be the only reason that the BJP may, after all,
tread carefully on the Manipur issue.

The group of 41 MLAs led by Mr. Derendra Singh
is making preparations to go ahead and stake claim
to forming a government even if the BJP refuses to
give permission to do so. As even BIP leaders admit,
in Manipur where MLAs change their parties and
labels as often as some change a shir, it is not «n-
imaginable that the group will simply take on a new
name and a label and f a government.

So tur, the BIP has rg#fained from spelling out whar
disciplinary action AT any, the party will take if its
MLAs defy the pprly's public posture of not trying to
form a governpient in Manipur, Naturally, this has

convinced that all this is pait of a uell
t-aut BJP plan. Vi

7 8 MAY 20

e efforts of State party leaders to try |
government, and some in the Samata |



~ BJDP, Samata o .
- buy peace 1n /tj{»% LAY MANIPUR

. %ff \Manlpur ; {Continued from page 1)
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

unfortunate developments of the last few weeks
. behind them and to act together to create
* Mr RK Dorendro Singh, at Manipur Bhavan conditions t¢ end the perpetual state of
here). uncertainty in Manipur’s politics.”
He said that there is no chance of President's  The statement was signed in presence of

rule as they had the majority and have staked Samata party leader and NDA convenor, Mr
NEW DELHI, May 28. - The . claim to form the government. George Fernandes.

BJP in its bid to buy peace Mr Dhaqanjoy Singh denied that his decision Samata Party general secretary and
. with Samata Party gacrificed  had anything to do with the result of the talks spokesman, Dr Sambhu Sharan Srivastava was,
a chance to form a popular between BJP and Samata leadership in the however, still hopeful that President’s rule could
. government in Manipur. The Centre which was being held today at New Delhi, be imposed if the BJP and Samata parties with
- BIP officially negated the two  “We had already decided this before, he said. their present strength of 25 and 13, respectively
demands of the Samata —rein-  However, he seems to have been waiting for a in a House of 60 MLAs, stayed out of the
stallation of Radhabqu Kot- signal from the Centre. He held a closed door process. Some BJP leaders maintained that the
jam government and imposl-  meeting minutes after a long distance call came government could be formed without them. :
tion of President’s rule in the and left for the Raj Bhavan.) The bargain, it seemed was not liked by the BJP
atate - on the plea that this  The PDA spokesman, Mr Gangmumei Kamei, leaders. Mr Krishnamurthy on his part refused to '
would amount to “subversion gaid if there was objection to the 26-member say how many MLAs were with his party in
of popular mandate”. BJP staking claim to power, then the MSCP Manipur. *You will scon come to know.” he said.
The agreement reached by could chip in. “MSCP is the second biggest The BJP’s secretary in-charge for Manipur, Mr i
the senior leaders of il:he two constituent of PDA. That is also good becanse if Padmanabha Acharva, did not rule cut the
parties has, however, 1ncreas- BJP does not stake claim, then somebody has to possibility of 20 of the 26 MLAs leaving the
od the possibility of a split in do it (from within the alliance).” party, but he appeared confident that the six
both the BJP and Samata Par-  The BJP obviously put top priority on retaining MLAs who won on BJP tickets would not leave -
ty, who might join hands with cordial terms with its ally at the Centre than the party. The BJP could do nothing if the 18
the People’s Democratic Alli- listening to the 25 party MLAs who along with member MSCP, which joined the BJP left the
ance to form an alternate gov- other PDA legislators were camping in Delhi for party and formed a separate group, he said.
ernment. The Manipur Staté past few days. He rebutted the Samata Party's charge of
Cengress Party leader in thE' BJP presideni, Mr Jana Krishnamurthy, and betrayal and said: “Everybody in the state
Assembly, Mr.M Hemanta he Samata Party president, Mr VV Krishna knows who betrayed whom. The state unit bas -
Singh, and the Speaker, Mr S a0, issued a joint statement today saying “the done everything to ensure that the Prime
Dhananjoy Singh, today met entral and state leaders of BJP and Samata Minister’s words wers honoured. There is no
the Governor, Mr Ved Ma::wah, ’arty unanimously resolved that both would constitutional erisis in the state and the people’s
separately and staked claim t0 emain outside the process of government verdict should not be subverted.” ‘

claim form a government. Both yrmation in Manipur in wake of recent  He said: “I met Mr George Fernandes and
cdaimed to represent the newly evelopments.”

e _ begged him to set things right. But he said his
formed 41-member PDA. The governor would accordingly be informed. party had only one government.” The ‘
(Speaking to the press 5000 oth parties have also decided to put realities were ignored, he alleged. /nd

after he gave in the paper, Mr
Dhananjoy Singh said he was
unanimously electe:ijiL as the
PDA's leader yesterday In a
meeting chaired by the BJP
Legislative Party leader,

B See MANIPUR: page 3/
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~Gogoi rejects PM’s

|
I
Jj UNITED MEWS DF INDIA
| NEW DELHI, WMay 26. - The
| Assam chief minister, Mr
’ Tarun Gogoi today rejected
| Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee's
proposal to issue work per-
mits to Bangladeshi mi-
grants, saying it would aggra-
vate the problem of infiltra-
| tion in the state.
| At his first press conference
after becoming chief minister,
| Mr Gogoi said he had ex-
| pressed his opposition to the
| proposed move during his
meeting with the Prime Min-
\ ister. “Instead of solving the
problem, work permits would
encourage Bangladeshi infil-
tration into Assam,” he zaid.

owork permit offer

Mr Vajpayvee had an-
nounced  this proposal
regarding work permits to
migrants at a election rally in
Assam. The work permits, he
had said, could be issued till
the actual status of all mi-
grants is ascertained.

On the issue of the illegal

Migrants Determination by !

Tribunal Act, Mr Gogoi said
the Congress was always in
favour of the detection of for-
eigners through judicial proc-
ess and the IMDT act was in
line with his party’s policy.
“The judicial precess in this
context is essential to protect
the interests of the linguistic,
religious and ethnic minori-
ties in the state.”

ammw MANMOHAN'S RS CANDIDATURE "’{‘

| NEW DELHI, May 26. - The Assam chief minister. Mr Tar- i
i un Gogoi, teday confirmed that former finance minister, Mr
-Manmohan Singh would be a party candidate for the two |
. Rajya Sabha seats from the state for which elections are
'due. Mr Singh has been representing Assam in the Upper
' House during his last two terms which ended recently.

On whether the Congress, which has 27 surplus votes after
‘the minimum first preference vote required to ensure the

i victory of its first candidate, would field a candidate for the |

. second, Mr Gogoi said: “Quite possible. We are considering !
‘ | the possibility of a second candidate too”.

' There have been reports about a prominent businessman, ;°

i Mr Mahavir Jain, with the supposed backing of an influen-
i tial section of the eentral leadership, lobbying for the second

1 candidature. There are also indications that the chief minis-!-

| ter's camp may push the case of a tribal leader for the slot.
) SNS
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Tripura rebels kill

VIR

HT Correspondent
Agartala, May 26

POLICEMAN of the yearEUUO

Monoranjan Debbarma was shot
dead in an exchange of fire with
armed rebels in west Tripura on
Saturday Two rebels were Killed
in the incident and two AK-36
rifies recovered from their pos-
session. A paramilitary TSR
jawan was critically wounded,

A CRPF jawan was shot dead
in another incident in Gand-
dachara of Dhalai district on Fri-
day. The rebels snatched his rifle.
Elsewhere four more rebels sur-
rendered and three were arrest-
ed. Debbarma, acclaimed as a
dare devil police officer, was
killed while he was trying to

frack down a group of ATTF
rebels and a splinter group of
NLFT in a pre dawn swoop in
Jirania.

Nebbarma was leading a
strong group of paramilitary
troops and they came under two
attacks during the operation. At
Ghagrachara the troops came
under final round of ambush.
The troops retaliated and a fierce
exchangoe of fire followed.

“He was in the extreme front
taking on the rebels with his
assault rifle,” said one of the
troops. Sources said the officer
did not wear his bulletproof kit
and at one point of time bullets
hit his chest. He even fought in
an infured state. But he could not
sustain for long and his end

came. Before he died his troops
killed two hardeore rebels. Two
AK-56 rifles were found in their
possession. The rebels have not
been identified so far A Tripura
State Rilfes Constable Sudhir
Saha was serionsly wounded.
Debbarma has heen on top of
the NLFT's hit list. He escaped
few attempts on his life during
hiis service as a SDPQO of Gand-
dachara. He was recently trans-
ferred here from Ganddachara.
The officer led many success-
ful operations in Ganddachara
and a number of rebels killed. He
also staged some surrenders
there. As a mark of recognition
he was choosen as the “police-
man of the year” last year. State’s
DGP BL Vohra said he would rec-

police hero

ommend the President's police
medal posthumously for the
slain officen
Governnr Lieutenant General
(Retd) KA Scth, Chief Minister
Manik Sarkar ministers. politi-
cians. DGE senior police officers
and subordinates placed wreath
on the hody at the moreuc.
1}ebharma’s body was cremat-
ad with full state honours.
Meanwhile.a CRPF jawan was
shct dead in an exchange of fire
in Ganddachara. Police said
Lance Naik Suhan Singh killed
in zn ambush at Ravanmani para
in the subdivision yesterday. His
rifle was los! in the incident.
Four more rebels surrengered
and deposited an AK-47, orye SLL.R
and live ammuniticns.



~”BJP LEADERSHIP SHUNS MANIPUR MLAs

PDA vows to stake claim

By K. V. Prasad ,\\() -\

NEW DELH!, MAY 25. The newly-formed five-party Pea-
ple’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) in Manipur com-
prising 41 MLAs today asserted that it would stake
claim to form a Government and began an exercise
to garner support among the National Democratic
Alliance against imposition of President’s rule.

Thirtythree of the 41 PDA legislators, who are here,
insisted that the group had a majority in the 60-
member State Assembly but would await the oui-
come of the May 28 meeting between leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the Samata Party before
maving ahead.

Legislators of the BIP. single largest group in the
PDA, were prevented by the party's central leader-
ship from staking claim or associating themselves
with the process of forming a government.

The PDA MLAs, who arrived here last night from
Imphal, today met the BIP vice-presidents, Mr. Ma-
dan Lal Khurana and Mr. Pyare Lal Khandelwal, the
general secretary, Mr. Narendra Modi, the Water Re-
sources Minister, Mrs. Bijoya Chakravarty, the Law
Minister, Mr. Arun Jaitley, and the Civil Aviation
Minister, Mr. Sharad Yadav, to emphasise that the
mroup enjoyed majority and explained the reasons
which led them to revolt against Samata-led People's
TFront Government of My, Radhabinod Koijam.

However, the BfP president, Mr. fana Krishnamur-
thi, did not grant an audience to the MLAs when they

ached the party headquarters while Mr. Moedi met
representatives of the respective parties. The Agi-
culture Minister, Mr, Nitish Kwmar, also declined 1
meet the PDA team. Talking to the press at residence
of Mr. Sharad Yadav. the Federal Party's Mr. Gang-
murmei Kamei, PDA spokesman, said the Samata
should not insist on restoration af the Koljam Gov-
ernment which had lost the wust vote.

“There is no breakdown of the constitutional ma-
chinery. The PDA will stake claim (to Torm a govern-
ment} after May 28" Mr. Kamei said after
introducing the MLAs to Mr. Yadav. The PDA leader
and BIP member, Mr. R. K, Dorendra Singh, who
reached here taday. was conspicuous by ais absence
while the Speaker of the Manipur Asserably, Mr, 5.
Dhananjoy Singh, met Mr. Yadav separately.

Mr. Yadav, Janata Dal (United) president, was in-
clined 1o support the “majority’ rather than go with
the Samata’s demand for the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule as a way out of the deadlock,

While preferring to keep his counse, Mr. Yadav
said he was hopeful that the May 28 meeting be-
tween the BJP and Samata leaders would strengthen
the NDA. Before making a final decision the leaders
should consides factors such as “majority” and con-
ditions in the sensitive State,

The PDA consists of the BIP - 26 MLAs, Manipur
State Congress Party (C} - 10, Federal Party of Mani-
pur and Naticnalist Congress Party - two each and
one Janata Dal (Loken) legislator. /



ogol to review
Mahanta MoU

‘onreforms ,.

$

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, Mav 23 f) /Z\
The Tarun Gogoi Governmen
will review the Mol signed by
Prafulla Mahanta avith the Cen-
tre for fiscal reforms in Assam.
It is also contemplating a mas-
sive resource mobilisation
drive by reviving the plywood
and timber-based industries
and redistribution of the super-
fluous workforce to bail the
State out of bankruptcy. -

Talking to Hindustan Times
hefore leaving for New Delhi on
Wednesday, Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi said besides con-
taining insurgency, the issue top-
most o his Government's agen-
da was fiscal discipline. “There
are only twa options before us:
mobilise our resources, banking
on forest wealth, or seek more
Central aid.” he said.

The Chief Minister, however,
ruled out making an issue of aid
with the Centre. “This is a cour-
tesy call. We are for a good Cen-
tre-State relationship, and would
try to avoid approaching New
Delhi with a begging bowl.”

The Chief Minister said the
MoU signed by Mahanta would
be implemented if it had any
legal binding. “We would cer-
tainly favour reviewing it, and if
necessary, work on it towards fis-
calreforms in the State,” he said.

Assam was among several
states that signed the MoU with
the Centre in 1999 following the
recommendation of the Hyder-
abad-based  Administrative

Staff College of India. The Mol

entailed that no vacancy crear-
ed by retirement wotld be filled
up and that there would be no
creation of new jobs. It also
sought downsizing of the pub-
lic sector undertakings.

Unlike the other states,
Assam could not implement the
steps outlined by the Mol as the
“State offers very few opportu-
nities of employment other
than Government service”.

“Assam has for long depended
on forest-based industries,
hence we shall look for ways to
revive them to generate employ-
ment,” Gogoi said. “We arc
working on boosting the agri-
culture sector. We are also work-
ing on an industrial policy
where we will do away with all
formalities. If a party is inter-
ested in setting up shop here, we
have no objections whatsocver,”

The Chief Minister castigated
the AGP-led Government for
failing to utilise the Central
funds. For instance, the State
could utilise only 66 per cent of
the funds allotted by the Tenth
Finance Commission. This year,
nearly Rs 8) crore was returnad
owing to non-utilisation.

On whether the Government
would honour the Manoharan
Committee report seeking abo-
lition of the posts of 5,000 out of
the 8,000 teachers appointed
illegally, Gogol said it was a
tough propesition. “Tt's naot
easy to take away jobs. Besides,
there's a court ruling that if a
person is in a job for threc-four
years, there should be every
effort to retain him,” he said.

Business
recipe

for new
Assam CM

HT Correspondent
Guwahatri. May 23

ONE OF the most important tasks
before the new Congress Govern-
ment in Assam is the rebuilding
aof the economy of the State as
soon as possible. The [Federation
of Industries and Commerce of
North Eastern Region has sub-
mitted an agenda to the new Chief
Minister Tarun Gogoi to help the
Government formulase its poli-
cies on economic matters.

Finer officials say Tarun
Gogoi has evinced keen interest
in the agenda and assured Gov-
ernment assistance in reviving
the State from the regression
that has set in.

“There cannat be a miracle to
turn around the economy within
a short span, but if implemented
in a proper way, the proposals
waould help in setting a trend for
the better,” said S K Jain, Presi-
dent of Finer.

The agenda recominends the
setting up of an Economic Devel-
opment Council and the appoint-
ment of a Chief Economic Advi-
sor to monitor the financial
affairs of the State. Reduction of
revenue deficit and non-plan
expenditure, introduaction of
zero-based budgeting and admin-
istrative reforms in revenue
departments are cther proposais
an the agenda.

“The complete 1mplementation
of uniform taxation in all the
states of the regicn anud privatisa-
tion of sick public sector units
should also be given due impor-
tance. Elimination of wasteful
expenditure would also heip in
improving the situation.” he said.

Administrative reforms includ-
ing frequent changes in posting
and transfer of departmental
heads should he stopped, the
agenda says. i also advocates the
setting up of a monitor ing agency
taoversee the progress of various
projects and fiscal discipline in
Government departments.

“The Government should ann-
ounce an agricultural policy, de-
velop a network for preservation
of agricultural produce, spread
multi-cropping cuitwre through-
out the Btate and set up agricul-

L ]
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‘Nepal hub for No

FROM PROBIER FRAMANIK - \ rU\

Siliguri, May 23: The arrest of three top Bodo
militant leaders from a Siliguri hotel has again
raised speculations that the region is being
used as a transit point by Northeast vebels op-
erating from Nepal.

National Socialist Council of Nagaland
(Isak-Muivah) leaders Isak Chishi Swu and
Thuingaleng Muivah had been regularty visit-
ing Kathmandu since 1992, inteiligence
sourees said,

The Naga graup, they said, had been send-
ing its recruits for training at an institute near
Lalitpir "The NSCN(I-M) aisc has a clgse
nexus with local political outfits, especiatly
ultra Left ones like the Communist Party of
Nepai (Maoists).”

They claimed David Ward, a Britisher, has
“volupteered” t¢ work for an organisation
called Naga Vigil and visits Kathmandu rego-
larly o raise funds. “Ward is known for his 1i-
aisoning with Pakistani officials in Istamabad
and in eastern and Northeastern India,” an in-
telligence official said.

According to a recent army inteliigence ac-

.

count, a group of 17 Naga in
over to Nepal from India at Panit
hitta horder near Siliguri last\year “The
group, on reaching Kathmahdu with
Bangiadeshi passports, repostedy checled
into a popular hote! and then headed towards
China.”

The army believes the on-going anti-nation-
al activities in southern Bhutan have forced

many Bhntanese to flee and take shelter ina .

camp in eastern Nepal. “This has provided a
golden opportunity to United Liberation Fronit
of Asom (Ulfa) and other Northeast groups 1o
mingle with the Bhutanese and take shelter in
refugee camps,” said a Siliguri-based army in-
teltigence official.

Last maonth, the Bhutan Army deployed
rnore than 3,006 soldiers along the kingdom's
southern border with Assam. “Tennew camps
have been set up along the 250-km border to
neutralise the intrusion of rebel groups from
Assam intosouthern Bhutan,” a Bhutan Army
sauree said,

The Indian Army, 100, has set up several
camps along the Bengal-Assam-Bhutan bor-
der tri-junction near Sankash tea estate,

peast militants

“Taking advaniage of the situation en the
eastern border of Nepal - some places along
the border are under the conirsl of Maoist
rebels — Ulfa has set up its transit camps at
Hlam. Jhapa, Tabelguny and Panchtar in
Nepal. Ulfa and Natienal Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFE) rebels have also heen
precuring arms and ammunition from this
Nepal corridor,” 2n inielligence official said.

Army sources clalm most insurgent groups
have the backing of Pakistani mercenaries in
Kathmandi.

Theyv say selzure of a huge quantity of ex-
plosives from Pakistant diplomat Mehanmmad
Arshad Cheema’s residence at Kathmandu
gartier this year 15 just the “1ip of the iceberg”
of Islamabad’s espionage, subversion and psy-
chological wayfare against India mounted
from Nepalese soil,

“In the eizhties. the IS1 started making
moves and President Zia-ul-Haq launched his
long-term anti-India scheme — Operation
Topac. Given the acute poverty in the Hi
malayan kirgdom, thelSI did not find it diffi-
cultto get 2 secure foothold in the place once i
opened its purse wide,” sources said. .
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Defiant Mani

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

i IMPHAL/ NEW DELHI, May
24. - Thirty-two MLAs of Mani-
. pur’s Progressive Democratic
Alliance, including 23 of the
, BJP, arrived in New Delhi
tonight to mount pressure on
the Central leadership to let
the party form a government.
Sharp differences between
Samata and JD(U) surfaced on
- the imposition of President’s
Rule.
“We have come here to meet
i top BJP and JD(U) leaders and
may also meet the President,
Mr KR Narayanan,” the
- Manipur Assembly Speaker,
Mr S Dhananjoy Singh, who led
- the revolt against the Samata-
led ministry of Mr Radhabinod
ijjam, said.
The BJP, however, said it

wont staKe-cldim to form an
alternatwe govérnment,

Three other MLAs will leave
for Manipur tomorrow.

The PDA pafty spokesman,
Mr Narendra Modi, said the
BJP leader, Mr Dorendra
Singh, was leaving for New
Delhi. He said things would
become clear after the meeting
on 28 May.

To prevent it from affecting
the NDA coalition at the
Centre (dependent on Samata
Party’s 12 Lok Sabha members,
and the Jharkhand state
government led by the BJP
where Samata has five MLAs)
the BJP central leadership said
the party will not stake elaim
in Manipur.

However, the party’s Manipur

that the Samata

unit dem
Party st replace its chief

N - -

ministerial candidate as Mr
Koijam had become arbitrary
and hurt many senior state
leaders.

The Progressive Democratic
Alliance  spokesman, Mr
Gangmumei Kamei, said that
by tomorrow eight more
MLAs belonging to the
Alliance, including the PDA
convenor, Mr RK Dorendra
Singh, would reach here
tomorrow for consultations to
“fill up the political vacuum in
Manipur”.

As the BJP-led PDA mounted
pressure for the installation of
an alternative government, Mr
George Fernandes said in
Mumbai that imposition of
President’s Rule could be an
option to end the crisis.

But differing sharply with
Samata Party, the JD(D)

putMLAs in Delhi

general secretary, Mr Mohan
Prakash, said:“President’s Rule
is no sclution. Leaders of NDA
constituents should sit together

and resolve the ecrisis
amicabiy”.

Claiming thai the PDA
enjoyel a “comfortable
majority” of over 40 MLAs in
the 60-member Manipur
Assembly, Mr Kamei said

during their stay in Delhi,
they would put acress their
points of view to the Central
leadership that the political
vacuun in the state could be
removed by installing a pop-
ular ministry.

He alleged that because of
“pressure” from Samata party
leadersaip, Mr Dorendra Singh
had been asked net to stake a
claim to form a new govern-

ment. /
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Area dispute stalls

HT Correspondent/Agencies
Guwahati/Bangkok, May 24

THE JOINT secretary in charge of
North-East in the Union Home
Ministry GK Pillai today said the
meeting between the Govern-
ment’s chief interlocutor K Pad-
manabhaiah and the NSCN lead-
ers in Bangkok failed to be conclu-
sive. “We hape something concrete
will emerge from our next meeting
with the NSCN in Bangkok three
weeks from now,” he said.

The talks failed as ‘substantive’
differences emerged on the issue
of extending coverage of the
ceasefire beyond Nagaland. “We
gave them a draft, and they gave
us a draft... We wanted to recon-
cile both drafts but there are sub-
stantive differences and the issue
cannot be sorted out today,” Pad-
manabhaiah said. The two sides
decided not to meet today though
after two davs of talks yesterday
both parties had indicated a short
round of talks this morning.

Officials said the Government
could extend the ceasefire pro-
vided the NSCN agreed to drop
its ¢emand for Greater Nagaland
and identify all its camps in the
region to facilitate their shifting
to designated areas in Nagaland.

The NDA Government is

caught between an adamant
NSCN and equally unyiclding
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and
Manipur regarding the exten-
sion of the truce to the Naga-
inhabited areas of Assam,
Arunachal and Manipur. NSCN
chairman Isak Chishi Swu and
general secretary Thuingaleng
Muivah want extension.

These three States have been
arguing that extension of ceasefire
would give the NSCN the license to
kili, Kidnap. extort and collect ille-
gal taxes in Assam, Manipur and
Arunachal. What they dread most
is that the NSCN could take advan-
tage of the truce to pursue its goal
of ‘Greater Nagaland’ comprising
Naga-inhabited areas of these
three States.

The NSCN's map for Greater
Nagaland includes Tirap and
Changlang districts of Arunachal
which have a sizeable population
of Konvaks; Ukhrul and Tameng-
long districts of Manipur populat-
ed mostly by Tankhuls, the tribe
that runs the NSCN; and parts of
eastern and southern Assam comm-
prising Sivasagar, Jorhat,
Golaghat, Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar Hills districts.

“The ceasefire cannot be
extended without taking the con-
cerned states into account,”

3
H
I

i

Arunachal Pradesh Cluef Minis-
ter said. “lf the Centre feels
extending the truce can briag
everlasting peace to the region.
there's no reason to oppose the
decision. But the ground rules
must be clear, and the movement
and activities of the NSCN mili-
tants must be strigtly regulated.
If the Vajpayee Government fails
on this count, we are against
extension.” Assam CM Taruan
Gogoi aired the same concerns.
“We support the Centre’s as weli
as the NSCN's peace moves, tut
we are against any Kind of terri-
torial compromise. We also do
not want the Naga rebels to run
riot in our State.” he said.

Prior to its fall Monday last.
the Koijam Government’s stand
was also anti-truce extension.
Khaplang for pan-Naga talks:
NSCN (K) has advocated involve-
ment of all Naga groups in polit-
ical talks with the Cenrre for a
lasting solution to the decaces
old Naga problem sayving, “there
cannot be a meaningful dialogue
with the Centre unless the entire
Naga community comes uncer
one umbrella,” a report from
Kohima adds.

NSCN (K} vesterday said, “This

is the problem of all Nagas, not of

any particular organisation.”
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/Gogoi for political .« (
dialogue with ultras

Guwahati, May 22

ASSAM CHIEF Minister Tarun
Gogol on Tuesday said his Gov-
ernment wanted a “political dia-
logue” with extremists to solve
the State’'s long-standing insur-
gency problem and urged the
press to play a major role in this
regard.

Exchanging views with local
newsmen and representatives of
PTI and UNI, Gogoi observed
that though insurgency has been
curbed considerably in the State
and life has become much easier
for the people, the Ultras contin-
ue to strike.

He emphasised the press has a
major role to play in the talks
between the Government and the
Ultras and said, “the media has
to create a congenial atmosphere
by convincing the militants that
their subversive activities do not
benefit anybody.”

On his blueprint for tackling
the insurgency problem, the new
chief minister who led the Con-
gress to a landslide victory in the
Assembly elections, which con-
cluded recently, said people from
all walks of life would be roped
in to persuade the Ultras to come
to the table.

TARUN @GO

Stress wouid also be laid on
econemic development, the chief
minister said as increased
avenues of employment would
keep vouths from taking up ille-
gal arms for monetary gains.
Agro-based industries such as
agriculture, horticulture, dairy,
fishery, piggery, handicrafts and
nandloom would be stressed
upon, Gogoi said.

To make investment easy in
Agsam customary licence, per-
mission, rules, fees, etc. would be

- done away with, he assured.

Education is top on the Gov-

. erument's priority list, the chief

minister said. He said an expert
committee would be constituted
to redesign academic ¢ourses in
keeping with the latest trends
and needs.

Describing the fiscal situation
of the State as ‘dismal’, the chief
minister said, “I won't be able to
give salary to the emplovees,
leave aside taking up develop-
ment works if the Centre does
not help with funds”. “However.
my priority is to pay Govern-
ment employees their salaries
this month,"” he said.

Leakages in tax collection
would be sealed, to increase the
State's revenue collection. Gogoi
said.

The new chief minister sup-
ported privatisation of the loss
making transport sector with the
Government taking a percentage
from the operators and ensuring
the present employees were not
retrenched in the process.

Assuring his Government was
committed to safeguarg the iden-
tity of the Assamese people. he
said the Assamese community
includes all linguistie and ethnic
communities who had made
Assam their home and adoytd

its language.
/ PTI
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»ﬂf{:’x&/l\\/lanipur gets the bug

ANIPUR CAN be said to have
revealed in all its crudeness the
kind of permissive politics which
is followed elsewhere in India.
Originating in Harvana with the tell-tale
nomenclature of avaram and gayvaram, the
malady of party-hopping is now guite com-
monplace. So is the opportunistic manner in
which alliances are formed for a slice of
power. Few of the governments, whether at
the Centre or in the states, are immune from
this virus. If Manipur is now in the lime-
light, it is because the legislators there have
taken their practice of defections to the next
logical step — that of ignoring the directives
of the central leaders. There is nothing sur-
prising about their defiance. If, for the sake
of power, it is all right to switch party loyval-
ties, it follows that with the same objective in
view, it will be fine to turn a deaf ear to any
plea for discipline from far away Delhi.

Once the BJP and the Samata Party acqui-
esced in the dramatic increase in the nam-
ber of their MLAs from eight to 26 and from
one to 13 because of defections, there was no
way that the central leaders of these two
parties could stop the ambitious from aim-
ing for the prize post of chief minister.
Organisational loyalty cannot be ignored
where floor-crossing is concerned and
enforced in the matter of securing the top

post. It was only to be expected, therefore,
that the directives from the BJP’'s central
leaders to its MLAs in Manipur not to press
with the no-confidence motion against chief
minister Radhabinod Koijam would not be
respected. Besides, in Manipur and else-
where in that region, the labels — BJP and
Samata - - are misnomers because *he par-
ties there haveé quite a different political and
cultural background from what their coun-
terparts have in the Hindi belt. As a result,
the bonds holding an outfit together are even
more fragile than in the other states,
Irrespective of how the BJP and the Samata
Party resolve the current mess in Maniput,
the fragility of their organisations there will
ensure that politics of the state will remain in
a state of uncertainty in the foreseeable
future, In the pre-coalition age, such unsettled
conditions did not matter much where the
other parts of the country were concerned.
But with rickety alliances now in power at
the Centre and in the states, the slightest
tremor in the North-east (or elsewhere) will
now have a much wider impact. In an earlier
period, changes in Manipur would not have
endangered a government at the Centre or in
a state. Since this is happening now, it can be
said that the country is more closel¥ integrat-
ed than before, although the reasgéns for it are
decidedly murky.

HE HNDUST AN, Taggy
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~Samata fails to carry out quit-govt threat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &

' AGENCIES

IMPHAL/NEW DELHI, May
21. — The Manipur chief min-
ister, Mr Radhabinod Koijam,
resigned today after his Peo-
ple’s Front ministry was voted
out of power, thanks to the “be-

. trayal” of 24 BJP MLAs.

Only one MLA of the 26-mem-

" ber BJP group supported the

trust motion. The BJP legisla-

* ture party leader, Mr RK Dor-

endro Singh, abstained from
voting.

The BJP's state unit presi-
dent, Mr M Bhorot Singh, ad-
mitted the central leadership
had issued a whip asking the
MLAs to support the Samata

. Party-led government. “We re-

ceived the whip around 9.30
a.m, today, but couldn’t distrib-
ute it to our party MLAs except
a few..They were under high
security and could not be con-
tacted.” .

The BJP central leadership,
however, gave a different rea-
gon for the MLAs' defiance. Af-
ter the NDA meeting, the ex-
ternal affairs minister, Mr Jas-
want Singh, said the whip
couldn’'t be implemented be-
cause of “extreme factionalism”
in the party's state unit.

Though Mr Bhorot Singh
ruled out any actien against
the MLAs for defying the whip,
Mr Jaswant Singh said the err-
ing legislators would be dealt
with sterniy. The minister aiso
said no BJP MLA would stake
claifn for the chief minister’s
post. He hinted at imposition of
President’s rule in the state.

He denied that the Manipur
developments would affect the
stability of the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre and in
Jharkhand.

The rumblings of Manipur
were soon to be felt in Delhi
where the former Samata
president, Mrs Jaya Jaitley,

Koijam voted out:
George to demle
on NDA ties ;'

announced her party would not
attend tonight's NDA meeting.

The Samata, however, failed
to carry out its threat of
quitting the NDA government.
The party’s national executive
instead authorised Mr George
Fernandes to decide on the
issue.

The Samata spokesman, Mr
Shambhu Srivastava, said af-
ter the meeting: “. .keeping in
view the seriousness of the is-
sue involved, the national exec-
utive felt no decision should be
taken in a hurry.”

What might have prompted
the party to soften its stand was
the Prime Minister’s assurance
that the BJP would not form
government in Manipur.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee sent
two emissaries, Mr Vijay Goel
and Mr Sudhindra Kulkarni, to
Mr Fernandes while the natio-
nal executive meeting was on to
convey him of the BJP’s stand.

Mr Fernandes, however,
didn’t talk to them, saying he
would meet Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee after the meeting was
over.

The BJP, however, feels the

Samata would not withdraw
support to the NDA govern-
ment because it wouldn't gain
anything by doeing so.
* During their Sunday’s lun-
checn meeting, Mr Vajpayee
had reportedly apprised Mr
Fernandes of the central lead-
ership's inability to impose de-
cisions on Manipur MLAs,
most of whom are defectors.

After the Assembly session
ended, Mr Dorendro Singh
called on the Governor, Mr Ved
Marwah, to apprise him of the
political situation. He submit-
ted a list of 39 supporters to the
Governor but didn't stake
claim to form the government,
BJP sources said. “We'll stake
claim to form the next BJP-led
ministry afier a directive from
the party’s central leadership,”

- -

)3

a BJP leader said.

Mr Singh later told The
Statesman that a new Front
was being formed and would
take office in a day or two,

During the debate on the

trust motion, Mr Koijjam said -

the real issue was not his trust
but that of the BJP which had
assured umpteenth times that
it would not topple his govern-
ment.

He later said the only reason |

why his ministry was voted out
was that he had come down

heavily on ministers who had -
“Now that .

nexus with ultras.
all of them are in the BJP, let’s
gee how the party handles the
issue.”

He said that during his three-

month tenure, he had tried to

improve the state’s fiscal and
law and order situations.

Later, in an exclusive inter- .

view to The Statesman, Mr

Koijam blamed the BJP central |

leadership for his government’s

fall. As for the party's MLAs, |

he said they were “looking for
opportunity”.

Besides the BJP MLAs, those :

who opposed the motion were
two MLAs each of the NCP and

Federal Party of Manipur, 10,

Manipur State Congress Party °

MLAs and the lone JD-L
member,
Mr Kotjam’s detractors issued

a letter on 16 May, accusing

the chief minister of ‘flagrantly
violating’ the agenda set at the
time of formation of the Peo-
ple’s Front government.

It said rising militancy, dete-
riorating law and order situa-
tion, réidly sinking economy

and rampant corruption had '

plunged the state into a severe

socio-economic ¢risis.

The MLAs alleged the govern-
ment had no transparency and
Mr Koijam's style of function-
ing was autocratic.

B Another report on page 8
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~ Jaswant hints at President’s rule

\KQ A By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MAY 21. The Nalion:
Democratic Alliance leaders me
at the Prime Minister's residence
this evening 1o take stock of the
political situation in the after-
math of the disastrous Assembly
election results even as yet anoth-
er crisis in the NDA stared them in
the face in the form of the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party-Samata Party
stand off triggered by the Mani-
pur developments.

The immediate result of that
was the absence of Mr. George
Fernandes, NDA convenor, at the
meeting. Instead, he sent a crvp-
tic message to the Prime Minister
saying he would meet him sep-
arately after his party’s national
executive commitiee meeting,
which also took place today, was
over. On Sunday, Mr. Fernandes
had a lunchean meeting with the

Prime Minister to discuss Mani-
pur-related deveopments and the
anger in the Samata Party over
what has heen termed as the BJP's
betrayal.

Bricfing presspersons later, the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, said the meeting *did
nol discuss the Manipur develop-
ments.” He categorically stated
that the “problems between the
BIP and the Samata could be sort-
ed out, that none of the BIP MLAs
in Manipur would be candidates
for the Chief Minister’s post. He
said “'President’'s rule could be
considered for Manipur.” Later,
as an afterthought, he added that
he was "neither ruling out or rul-
ing in the possibility of imposition
of President’s rule in Manipuz.™

The meeling discussed three
subjects — the political scenario
after the Assembly elections, the
questiont of Jammu and Kashmir

in relation to the peace process
and continued militancy, and the

. developmental issues relared Lo

the States.

Although the NDA leaders were
consulted on the Kashmir issue,
Mr. Singh said the decision on ex-
tension of the ceaselire. which
comes o an end fater this month,
would be taken by the Cabinet
Commiltee on Security Affairs.
“'We shared with the NDA leaders
the experiences of the recent visit
to Kashmir by Mr. LK. Advani,
Home Minister, and myvself.” Mr.
Singh said, adding “we sought the
advice of the NDA partrers on the
peace process’. But apparently,
the NDA leaders neither recom-
mended extension of ceasefire
nor apposed it.

The Prime Minister made it
clear that members were free to
discuss the election results, The
general view that emerged was

that “thev werc m accordance
with expectations’ and that “ex-
cept in Tamil Nadu” no major
NDA coalition partner was in the
electoral bartle. Therefore, the re-
sulls “were nol 4 commentary on
the WDA" o view which has al-
ready been articulated hy the BIP.

My Singh said the exit of the
Trinamool Congress leader, Ms.
Mamata Bannerjee, from the
NDA was a fact “in hlack and
white” and there was “no grev
there.” He said that Mr, Om Pra-
kash Chautala, INLD president
and Haryana Chief Minister, who
was present. did not raise the is-
sue of the possibility of Mr. Ajir
Singh's Rashtriva Lok Dal joining
the NIJA and his opposition to it.

The MDA will meet again before
the monsoon session of Parlia-
ment starts, Mr Singh indicated.
But no date has as yet been fixed.

‘Internal matter’: Page 11



‘Gogoi keeps key portfolios

Guieahoti, May 21

THE ASSAM Chief Minister,
Tarun Gogoi, has allotted portfo-
lios to his Cabinet colleagues
keeping home, education, indus-
trv, genera! administration,
administrative reform, among
others.

Secretary to the Chief Minis-
ter, PP Verma, said the Chief
Minister also kept personnel.
tourism. pelitical, planning and
develapment, information and
public relations to himself.

Former Chief Minister, Dr
Bhumidhar Barman. has been
givenn health, panchayat and
rural development.

Cabinet Ministers Sarat
Borkotoky has heen allotted pub-
iic works, panchavat and rural
development, Debananda Kon-
war finance. reventie ahd power,
Dr Ardhendu Dey food and civil
supplies, Bharat Narah fload
control and cooperation, parlia-

i
!

mentary affairs, Rameswar
Dhanowar labour and employ-
ment.

Other Cabinet ministers are;

N3UI workers felicitate Tarun Gogoi on Monday in Guwahati. '

Gautam Roy (social welfare,
sports and youth welfare), GC
Langthasa ¢hill development,
forestry, mines and mineral, wel-

THE HNDUSTAX Tih ..
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fare of tribf:s\/gn\d backwaYd
classes), Hemprakash Naraya
{Assam Accord and animal welt
fare), Ismail Hussain (Char area
development, public enterprise)
and Dinesh Prasad Goala (public
health engineering),

Dr Hemoprova Saikia, Minis-
ter for the first time and widow of
Hiteswar Saikia, has been put in
charge of handloom, textiles,
fishery culture and sericulture.

The lone Minister of State
with independent charge, Anjan
Dutta, has been alloted the trans-
port, municipal administration
and Guwahati development
departments. The three freshers
appointed Ministers of State are
Pradyut Bordoloi (home, finance,
industry, information and public
relations, science, technology
and environment), Rupam
Kurmi (handloom and textile)
and Nazibul Umar (power, agri-
culture and fisherv).



~BJP-Samata standoff .

on Manipur contmues

NSZ coalltlon (1hdrm§i/((JQ nst @

By K. V. Prasad

NEW DELHi, MAY 20. The staﬁ—oﬂ
between the Bharativa Janata Par-
ty and the Samata Party, its NDA
ally, continued today with the lat-
ter expressing dissatisfaction over
the BIP’s promise to support the
Radha Binod Koijam Government
in Manipur, which faces a trust
vote tomorrow.

The Samata Party leader and
NDA convener, Mr. George Fer-
nandes, met the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, here af-
ter the BIP chief, Mr, K, Jana Krish-
namurthi, promised to continue
support to the Samata-led Peo-
ple’s Front cealition government
in Manipur. The B}P presideni,
who is attending a party meeting
in Mussoorie, is reported to have
said that the party would not form
a government in Imphal. Yet, in
the absence of a whip, the Samata
fears the 26 BJP MLAs in the 60-
member House may not go with
the high command's directive. The
Samata bas 13 MLAs.

The Samata has convened an
emergency meeting of its national
execitive tomorrow on continuing
in the Vajpayee government in the
absence of trust between the coali-

tion partners, which could result

in the country’s only Samata-led
government losing power.

Last week, Mr. Krishnamurthi
assured Mr, Fernandes and others
of the BJP's desire not ta disturb
the present arrangement. The Sa-
mata insists that it the BIP docs
not back its word to Mr. Fernandes
through a whip to its MLAs in Tm-
phal, the end result would be dif-
ferent. This would also violate the

on each other’s territory. In faddi-
tion, the Samata could strikejhack
by removing the props which keep
the Babulal Marandi-led BIP gov-
ernment in Jharkhand going.

The Samata general secretary,
Dr. Shambhu Shrivastava, main-
tained that until the BJP issued a
three-line whip to support the vote
of confidence, Mr. Koijam is seek-
ing tomorrow, the assurances
sounded empty.

The Samata apprehension was
also based on the charge that near-

Speaker denies charge: Page 7

Iy 34 MLAs were being held by the
Speaker, My. 5. Dhananjoy Singh,
whose replacement the dissidents
claimed was being engineered by
Mr. Koijam. Reports reaching here
suggest that a section of the 26 BIP
MLAs, 18 of whom had recently

.

crossed over from the MSCP, were *

not willing to go by the party direc-
tive and insist on showing Mr. Koi-
jam the door.

PT1, 1INI report:

Meanwhile, the Samata presi-
dent, Ms. Jaya Jaitly, said, "we
had written to them (BJP} vester-
dey to issue the whip. But they are
refusing to do so... we will take the
decision in this regard at tomor-
row's (national executive} meel-
ing.”

The Samata Party, tonight an-
nounced thart it had rescheduled |

its national executive committee
meeting from 1t a.m. to 5 p.m.
tomorrow to have time to watch

the proceedings in the State Leg- |

islature.

e
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THE CONGRESS(I)'S VICTORY in Assan was in-
deed expected this time, The ruling Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) that came to power in the State
(for the second time alter @ gap of five yvears) in
1996 had failed to deliver. And afrer the BJP
clinched a poll-eve alliance with Mr. Pratulla Ma-
hanta and his “hoys,” the Congress(I] leaders in
the State did not have o look back at all. The
anger against the AGP was indeed there and if
proof was needed, it came in the crushing defear
suffered by Mr. Mahanta himself in one of the
two constituencies he contested this ime. In this
sense, the change in Assam is indeed a reflection
of the anger the voters had against the AGP; a
reversal of the 1996 verdict when the Congress{l)
lost to the AGP. That the Congress(l) at that time
was rendered leaderless — after the death of Hi-
teshwar Salkia several important persons in the
party's State unit were trying ro take his place —
was {ust another factor that influenced the re-
sults. The sitzation this time was no different.
The party was not in a position to project its
candidate for the post of Chief Minister. And yet
it managed 1o win & majority in the Assembly
only because the political scene in Assam wil-
nessed rolal polarisation between Ms. Sonia
Gandhi’s party and that of Mr. Mahanta,

Be that as it may, the Congress(l) seems 1o be
caught in its own problems this time too. It may
he true thar the choice of Mr. Tarun Gogoi as
Chief Minister was managed by the party high
command in a "smooth’’ fashion. But then, the
fact that the high command's emissary — Mr,
Kamalnath —- had to invoke the “authority’” of
Ms, Sonia Gandhi to push Mr. Gogot's case for
the Chief Minister’s post cannot but be a pointer
1o the wouble within the party's State unit. My
Gaogol's claims were challenged, at one stage, by
Mr. Bhubaneshwar Kalita, former chief of the
party's student wing, and there were reports of
his supporters turning vielent in Guwahati in the
sracess. The “revolt” was put down only after

NEW GOVERNMENT IN ASSAM

/

Mr. Kamalnath conferred with Mr, Kalita and in-
voked the “authority” of the high cotmmand. i ig

in this context (and also the track record of the .

Congress(T} in the various States) that one cannot
but remain apprehensive over how long Mr. Go-
goi would be allowed to focus his energy on gov-
ernance, It may be true that there is a distinct
change 11 the ways in those States where the
Congress(l} has managed to wrest power in the

4

past few vears. The Sonia Gandhi era in the panty

has indeed been a shade different in that the high
command has hardly done anything to encour-
age dissidents against such Chief Ministers as Mr.
Digvifai Singh, Mr. Ashok Gehlot or Mr. 5. M.
Krishna. The high command has given them
more room to breathe than was the; case with

others in the past.
M\ Y

Itis indeed an imperative for théyCongress(l)
high command to follow this new culfure in As-
sam too and ensure that Mr. Gogoi is
to rush to Dethi every now and then 1o s
self from the dissidents in his own party. Apart
from the fact that such a culture is bound to lead
to the decimation of the Congress(l) as a party in
the State, the agenda for governance is bound to
rake a beating in such situations. The new Gov-
ernment has a difficult road ahead in that it will
have to deal with the violence unleashed by the
UJLFA and also the various groups that are now
active in Upper Assam. Add to these the gun-
wielding vouth across the North Eastern States
and the influx of refugees from across the Bangla-
desh borders. The civil administration in Assam
will need the active support of the political lead-
ership at this stage. And this indeed is what is
expected of Mr. Tarun Gogol and his team that
has been swom in. Anything that distracts their

attention will affect not just the prospects of the

Congress(l) as a party but also the society in As-
sam thylis even otherwise fragmented so sharp-
Iy. /
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Manipur Speaker
under fire for
housmg d1551dent§\

HT Correspondent
Imphal May 20

UNION MINISTER of State for
Food Processing Thounagjam

Chaoba charged the Speaker of

the Legislative Assembly of
being responsible for the present
political turmaoil in the State by
putting up tainted dissident min-
isters at his official residence.
Speaker Dr Sapam Dhananjoy
Singh has come under heavy fire
on the eve of the special session
of the 7th Manipur Legislative
Assembly where the Koijam min-
istry is to prove its majority
Thounaojam Chaoba. presi-
dent of the regional Manipur
State Congress Party (Chaoba),
which is a constituent of the
NDA Government at the Centre
and People's Front ministry in
Manipur said the only alierna-
tive to the Koijam ministry was
President’s rule in Manipur
The strength of the MSCP has
heen reduced to 13 in the 60-mem-
ber Manipur Legisiative Assem.-
bly since splitting of 18 MSCP
legislators subsequent to merg-
ing with the BJP State unit.
Thounacjam Chaoba is the
first political leader in the State
to openly criticise the speaker
who is playing host to dissidents
of the Koijam ministry at his
ofticial residence since May 5.
Soon after the central execu-
tive committee meeting of his
faction, the Union Minister said
his party would extend support
to the Chief Minister during the
vote of confidence. He, however,

said the Chief Minister and dis-
sidents’' leader R K Dorendra
Singh would reach a settlement
as instructed by the NDA high
command.

Manipur Chief Minister RB
Koijam expressed unhappiness
over the one-sided efforts of the
Speaker and said he had senta
complaint letter to the Lok Sabha
Speaker Balayogi to take prompt
action against the Manipur
Speaker for his support to the
dissidents.

Meanwhile, Speaker Dr Sapam
Dhananjoy has sought the co-
operation of all the members of
the State Assembly to hold the
special session peacefully Elect-

‘ ed on an MSCP ticket he said he

had intimated to all the NDA
partners to depute central
observers to come and take stock
of the prevailing political situa-
tign in the State.

The speaker said Vivek Raj
Wangkhem of the Samata Party,
who recently won the Kshetrigao
Assembly by-election would be
sworn in as an MLA of the sev-
enth Manipur Assembly by
Speaker at 10.30 am.

The spegial session of the
Assembly will be held from 11 am
and voting on the confidence
motion of the People’s Front
minisiry to be moved by the
Chief Minister on the fioor of the
House.

The House will pass an obitu-
ary reference on the demise of
(late) N Tombi, ex-MP and for-
mer Manipur education minister
before the vote of confidence,

THE HINDUSTA Tu
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May 19: Three militants of the
National Democratic Front of
Boroland (NDFB) were arrested
from a hotel in Siliguri last night,
confirming fears that the North-
east rebels are using the commer-
cial town as the main transit point
for procuring arms from neigh-
bouring Nepal.

Inspector-general of police {in-
telligence branch), north Bengal,
PN. Saha said a team, made up of
officials from the Jailpaiguri and
Darjeeling police, raided a hotel in
the town last night following a tip-
off that an arms deal would be
struck between a gun-runner and
three top NDFB militants. The of-
ficials swooped down and arrested
the militants, who gave their
names as Raju Moachari, Janard-
han Basumataray and Shivram
Basumataray. However, no armis
were recovered from the trio. A
linkman, Shiman Iswari, too, was
arrested.

“The three rebels have been ar-
rested in connection with an arms
congpiracy case registered
against them at the Matigara po-
lice station on the outskirts of
Siliguri,” Saha said, but refused to
elaborate on what the conspiracy
was.

Revealing that the militants
had come to Siliguri to procure
arms through a “linkman”, he
said: “Theugh we did not recover
any arms from the militants, we
recovered Re 1,93 lakh from them.
‘We believe the money was part of
the advance payment to be made
to arms dealers. The militants
have, however, maintained they
had come here to buy computers.”

Assam IGP (special branch)
Khagen Sarmah said in Guwahati
that the state’s officials were in
touch with their Bengal counter-
parts and a team will leave for
Siltguri scon “to bring them back
to stand tridl”. A team is expected
to Ieave on Monday. Asked if the
Assam police database had any in-
formation on the names provided

OUR BUREAU

~ P0do top guns in net
after Sili

g}nlp hotel raid

Two of the arrested militants being produced in court.

Picture by Raju Bhattacharya

by the Bengal police, Sarmah said:
“They are definitely NDFB mili-
tants.”

An intelligence source in
Guwahati said the Bodo outfit had
a “very well-stocked arsenal”
which the rebels replenish fre-
quently. Of late, the banned outfit
hasbeen under pressure following
the liguidation of many of iis
cadre by security forces. Prior to
the Assembiy elections, intelli-
gence agencies had warned of
joint strikes by the Uifa and the
NDFB to disrupt the polls.

Inteiligence sources in Siliguri
said the arrests confirmed that
Siligari is increasingly being used

as a transit point by these mili-
tants. *"The Siliguri-Naxalbari-
Kakarvitta stretch along the Indo-
Nepal border is being used as the
main transit reute by northeast-
ern militant outfits for travelling
to either China or Pakistan from
Kathmandu. This apart, Siliguri
has over the years become a key
centre for arms deals. Sophisticat-
ed arms are smuggled into Silig-
uri from Nepal and Bihar From
here, the arms are re-routed to
Northeast outfits by a network of’
international args dealers in co-
ordination with&akistan’'s nter-
Services Intel[fffenice,” a source
said. o

e
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“17-member Gogoi Ministry sworn in_

By Barun Das Gupta

GUWAHATI, mMAY 18. A 17-member
Council of Ministers, headed by
the Chief Minister, Mr. Tarun Go-
gol, was sworn in today by the
Governor, Lt. Gen.(retd) S.K. Sin-
ha, at a simple ceremony at the
Raj Bhavan here, The portfolios
would be announced later.

Twelve of the Ministers were
given Cabinet rank and four Min-
isters of State. Prominent among
the Cabinet ministers are the for-
mer Chiet Minister, Dr. Bhumid-
har Barnan, and Dr. Hemarova
Saikia, widow of the former Chief
Minister, Hiteswar Saikia. Ms. Ru-
pam Kurmi was the other woman
who was made a Minister of State.

Some likely entrants to the Cah-
inet were left out. The AICC gen-
eral secretary in-charge of Assam,
Mr. Kamal Nath, told The Hindu
that no first-time MLA was made
a Minister. They will be inducted
later when the Cabinet is expand-
ed.

Later, addressing mediaper-
sons, Mr. (iogoi said one of the
priorities  of his  Government
would be to hring about a peace-
ful solution to the insurgency
nroblem.

The Assam Governor, Lt. Gen.(retd.) S.K. Sinha, administering the
oath of office to the Chisf Minister, Mr. Tarun Gogoi, at the Raj
Bhavan in Guwahatl on Friday. — Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

He, however, said he was not
contemplating either to call off
Army operations against militants
ar to wind up the Unified Com-
mand Structure, set up in fanuary
1997,

Top priority would also be giv-
en to put the State's shattered
economy back on the rails, so that
the five lakh government employ-
ees got their monthly wages in

time and development got a fillip.

Mr. Gogoi said the task facing
his Government was 1lerculean
and that he had no magic formula
to solve the plethora of problems
overmight. “I would seck the
cooperation of the people in gen-
eral and of the government em-
ployees in particular”,

The entire Opposition, consist-
ing of the AGP, BJP, ABSU and the
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ASDCILD, weére conspicuous by

their absence. ‘\ <
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Many unhappy
Senior leader and former MP)

PTI reports:

Mr. Bhubaneswar Kalita, who was
a surprise omission from the Min-
ister's list, did not attend the
function.

Mr. Kalita had earlier said he
was a contender for the Chief
Minister's post but took back his
candidature following the deci-
sion of party president, Ms, Sonia
Gandhi, in favour of Mr. Gogoi.

The former TFinance Minister
and Speaker, Mr. Jiba Kanta Go-
goi, taiking to reporters here after
the swearing in ceremony, said he
was surprised that his name was
nat included in the list of Minis-
ters as the people of the State ex-
pected him to be jn the Council of
Ministers, “'I am not disappointed
and have no expectations, but my
constituency people and also the
people of Assam expected me to
have been included,” he said.

The list of the Council of Minis-
ters was kept a closely guarded se-
cret with even the ministers w,
were sworn in notinformed gbout
their possible inclusion.
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<« PM takes stock of

Nagaland situation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 17. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today presided over a
high-level meeting to take stock
of the situation in Nagaland,
particularly in the wake of the
threat by the NSCN(I-}M] to puil
out of the four-year-oid

. ceasefire.

The dominant insurgent
group in the State, NSCN
(Isaac-Muivah), is peeved at the
Centre's move to enter into a
similar agreement with its rival
NSCN faction led by Mr. S, S.
Khaplang. The I-M group’s
threat can trigger a serious
sethback to the peace process.

The meeting at the Prime
Minister’'s residence was
attended by the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani, the
Home Secretary, Mr. Kamal
Pande, the Centre's negotiator
for the Naga talks, Mr. K.
Padmanabhaiah, and other
senior otficials.

Informed sources said no
decision was taken, but a
general, all-encompassing,
review of the situation in
Nagaland was made. Several

factors crucial to the peace
process in the State were also
considered.

The NSCN (I-M) bas been
demanding extension of the
ceasefire to all Naga inhabited
areas in Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur. The
meeting also took into
consideration the change of
government in Assam.

The Prime Minister had
recently called a meeting of the
three Chief Ministers to
ascertain their views on the

Retaliation threat

BANGKOK, MAY 17. The top leader
of NSCN([-M), Mr, Thuingaleng
Muivah, today warned of
retaliation, charging New Dethi
with not honouring its
commitment to extend the
ceasefire area.

Mr. Muivah, who is here
facing trial in a local court, also
announced that the outfit had
declared Yan indefinite
emergency” across Nagaland
from today and said his men
“have already gone into the

THE INDU
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expansion of the ceasefire to
their States. With the Congress
taking ever in Assam, it was felt
that a fresh round of discussion
with the new State Government
would have to be held.

The NSCN (1-M) had, in a
statement on May 7, demanded
that "the ceasefire necds 10 be
reviewed in two weeks” and
decried the Centre's agreement
with the Khaplang faction,
saying the outfit was supported
and funded by the Nagaland
Government.

jungles and will retaliate if they
are provoked or attacked”.

He told PTI on phone that }
“the reason behind this
decision is that the Government
never honoured its
commitments, ceasefire
agreements and had committed
acts of torture and kidnapping
of NSCN(1-M) men".

Mr. Muivah said the decision
was taken today at a mceeting |
Oking (the outfit's mobile
headquarters).




‘Mahanta accuses Ulfa of terror

campaign

P.P. Singh Q/qf
GUWAHATI 15 MAY 7~

A\GP CHIEF and outgoing chief
ninister EK. Mahanta, on
fuesday, blamed the Ulfa for
nleashing a reign of terror against
he AGP supporters prior to the
Assembly elections.

Mr Mahanta told reporters
that the militants had succeeded in
terrorising the AGP workers and
their supporters since there were
no security forces to keep them in
check. He added that deployment
of forces only a couple of days
before the elections did not serve
the purpose since by then the
damage had already been done.

When asked if this was the
only reason for his party's poor
performance, Mr Mahanta said:
“This is not the only reason, but
certainly one of the main reasons.
H the Election Commission had
agreed to our request for a three-
phased election, things would
have been different.”

State agriculture minister C.M.
Patowayi’s poll debacle came as a
big blow. Mr Patowari, who was
also present at the press meet, said
the announcement made by the
additional chief electoral officer a
day before the polls that there
would be no mixing of ballot
boxes during counting, effected
him adversely.

He said following this
announcement, Ulfa nulitants
threatened villagers in some areas
with dire consequences saying that

ainst AGP workers

PARTING SHOT: Former Asam chief minister PK. Mahanta

with AGP leaders in Guwahati on Tuesday. — Caroline Singh

since the ballot papers were not
being mixed it would be easy for
them to find out which area had
voted for the AGP.

Mr Mahanta said since four of
his ministers have a “Z Security”
cover, the onus to protect them
lies with the state government.
He insisted they be given the
same level of security cover as
at present.

AGP spokesman and former
Union minister Birendra Prasad
Baishya said they found ballot
papers signed by the presiding offi-
cers with stamps on the Congress
symbol, which is a clear indication
of the party having been involved

in rigging.

Meanwhile, Mr Mahanta, con-
ceding defeat, said: “Victory or
defeat is part of a democratic pro-
cess and we respect the wishes of
the people, but we also condemn
the role of some militant organisa-
tions in disturbing this process.”

Meanwhile, AICC observer for
Assamn Kamal Nath arrived here
on Tuesday and held discussions
with the elected party legislators at
a dity hotel. He is reported to have
apprised the new members of the
high command's decision to elect
Tarun Gogol as their leader at

the meeting schedule for
Wednesday morning.

The Economj, Times
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he eagerly-awaited results of the

Assam assembly elecrions he

on May 10 have been declare

And ihe electorate has rejected
the Asom Gana Parishad. Elections were
held in 125 legislative assembly con-
stituencies. The election in the Dibrugarh
constituency was countermanded because
of the death of Jayanta Dutta, the
Bharatiya Janata Party candidate for this
constitnency. The results indicate that the
Congress has secured 71 seats, an over-
whelming majority. Tarun Gogoi. project-
ed as the chief ministerial candidate of the
Congress, is likely to be sworn in in the
next few days.

The miserabie fatlure of the AGP at the
hustings alsc peints to the complete fail-
ure on the part of the party leadership to
gauge or anticipate the mood of the people
who were fed up with the “misdeeds” of
the party.

The AGP was born in Golaghat more
than 15 vears ago at a convention attended
by representatives of the Assam agitation
who had spearheaded the movement for
the identification and deporiation of ille-
gal migrants from Bangladesh. The issue
of the large-scale influx of Bangladeshis
came to light at Mangaldoi after the death
of Hiralal Patowary, who represented the
Mangaldoi parliamentary seat. Re-elec-
tions were ordered within six months of
Patowary's death and it was observed that
there was a rise of about 60,000 voters
within the preceding six months. It be-
came ¢lear that the abnormal increase in
the size of the electorate was due to immi-
aration. There could not have heen such
an unbelievable natural growth.

The issue became the focal poinl of a
massive people’s movement against for-
eigners all over the state, The 1883 ¢lec-
tions were hoycotted by major political
parties and the people overwhelmingly re-
sponded to the boycott call. The electiions
were regarded as a farce, Hiteswar Saikia,
who became the chief minister, was seen
tobe heading an illegal government, -~

At that time, Congressmen had 10 $uf-
fer a lot. Social boycott and threat to life
and property were only,ﬁe%?ﬂme humil-
iations they had to stiffer. re were fre-
quent strikes emidrbson as well, The All
Assam Stueterit€ Tiion, of which Mahan-
ta was tHe«fresident and Bhrigu
Kumar Phuaitan the general secretary,
took the lead in opposing the government.
It became almost impossible for Saikia's
Congress government to 1run  the
administration.

The government of India meanwhile
woke up and took cognizance of the rea-
sons behind the agitation. Negotiations
ook place and the Assam accord was ulti-
mately signed on August 15, 1983. In Keep-
ing with the terms of the accord, the Saikia
government resigned and fresh elections
were held,

he AGP, riding the popular wave,

l came to power and the Congress
was iotally routed. Mahanta be-
came the chief minister of the state and
earned the: distinction of becoming the
voungest chief minister of the country.
The people were jubiliant. and the swear-
ing-in cerernony of the minisiry was held

JISY
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The author .is a columnist and former
aditor, Asszim Tribune - ..

How the tide turned

The dismal performance of the AGP government,
particularly of Mahanta himself, is behind the Congress
victory in Assam, writes Naren Deka

Man who will be King

at the Nehru stadium in Guwahati. [t was
attended by several lakhs of people. On
that day almost all the houses in Assam re:
mained ilhuminated.

" 8o what happened to that illumina-
tion? Why has the secand term of the AGP
been so disenchanting? It appears that the
AGP has become the most unpopular
party inthe state. The dismal performance
of the party during its term has totally dis-
illusioned the people.

Several tactors are responsible for the
party’s fall from grace, the principal one
being corruption. Also, there was practi-
cally no tangible economic development
during AGP rule, Unemployment rose
alarmingly. The state govermment’s un-
derstanding with the Centre that there
would be a total ban on new appointments
frustrated many. And all this while some
jobs were being sold like commodities in
the market.

The frusirated young people who once
participated in the agitation found that
while some of the fellow agitationists had
become ministers and occupied lucrative
posts, they had been left
by the wavside, Some of

violence,

The anti-incumbency current in this
election was so strong that it has swept
Mahanta and his colleagues away. It was
only just before the polls that the AGP
leadership realized that it could not pogsi-
bly fight the elections alone. So it hitched
its wagon with the BJP. Despite strong op-
position from the state BJP leadership and
some sections within the AGP, the two
parties entered into a pre-poll alliance.

There was strong resentment against
the alliance in several parts of the state. In
Guwahati. the state BJP headquarters
was ransacked by hostile partymen. Al-
though the resentment apparently sub-
sided, the AGP-BJP poll alliance proved to
be a suicidal pact for both parties. Work-
ers at the grassroots were both unhappy
and confused. Senior B.JJP leader, Hiranya
Bhattacharyya, resigned from the party to
form the Asom BJP. The pact thus benefit-
ed neither. The AGP could capture only 20
seats while the BJP could manage to win
anly eight.

The AGP-BJP pact also alienated the
religious minorities in
the state. They panicked

them tock 10 arms. Ter-

and voted for the Con-

ror started its reiey and 4 Why has the second gress in a big way. The
lawlessness became the AGP gave about 45 seats
order of the day. The term ?f the AGP_ begn to the BJP and there
then chief minister, S0 dlsenchantlng : were friendly contests
however, succeeded in | geems that the AGP between them in about

persuading a section of
the militants, including
the United Liberation
Front of Asom, to sur-
render arms and abjure

is now the most
unpopular party in
the state?

10 constituencies. The
seriousness or sincerity
of the candidates/par-
ties in these “friendly”
contests were seen to be

17 Hm 2,*‘ e  tkewAArn
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completely lacking. Candidates of both the
parties were thus doomed to failure.

Again, the wave was not so much
against the AGP than against Mahanta.
His family-oriented politics took its toll at
the hustings. His wife, Jayashree Goswa-
mi Mahanta, who contested the Nagaon
parliamentary seat in the last polls, was
sent to the Rajya Sabha.

ith the AGP joining the National
\}\/ Democratic Alliance at the Cen-
tre, ugly rumours began doing
the rounds. Mahanta, it was alleged, was
trving to make his wife a minister in the
Union cabinet. This greatly angered
the common people and agitated senior
party leaders. Tt was also this anger that
was reflecied in the poll results. People's
dislike for Mahanta was manifested in the
results of the prestigious Dispur con-
stituency, where he suffered a humiliating
defeat at the hands of his arch rival, Atul
Bora, and the relatively unknown Rohin
Bordoloi. son of the revered Gopinath
Bordoloi.

The AGP had also shied away from
holding the long-due panchayat elections
despite warnings from the Centre that it
would withhold Central assistance. The
party simply did not have the courage to
face the people. This lack of courage
proved 1o bhe its memesis. It totally
lost touch with the grassroots, Tts organi-
zational network eroded. Naturally,
the AGP miscalculated its electoral
prospects.

The AGP isaregjonal party whichrode
to power an the emotions of the people re-
garding their identity in their land. Tt is
ironicthat during AGP rule the number of
migrants increased mahnifold. There were
no identifications, no deportations. The
people of Assam quite obviously found
this very difficult to accept.

The Congress on the other hand is a na-
tional party with a mass base and has al-
ways appealed 10 many peaple, But the re-
turn of the Congress this time is largely
due 1o the misdeeds and failure of the AGP
government on all fronts. The low-profile
and unassuming image of Gogoi, who has
held several important posts in the Con-
gress and is a former Union minister, also
contributed te the Congress’s appeal.
Gogol is backed by a band of trusted and
experienced politicians. The Congress
also took care that its differences did not
reflect on the polls. On the other hand, the
AGP's internal differences were quite evi-
dent to the penpie.

employees who did not receive their

salaries also contributed to the
downfall of the AGP government. Worse,
the way the agitation of the government
employees was handled by the govern-
ment disenchanted a large, influential sec-
tion of the electorate.

On the eve of the elections, a number of
killings took place. There were wide-
spread rumours about government in-
volvement in these acts. Moteaver. al-
though there was a han on appointments,
several appointments were clandestinely
made in several departments, including
the Assam public service commission.

Tarun Gogoi, leader of the Congress
legislature party is poised to take over the
reing at Dispur. As for his electiot: to the
assembly, it remains a mere formality.

L

T he disenchaniment of government
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«AGP BOWS OUT .
q/“ Alhance with BJP helps Congress \?f S

VOTERS in Assam did precisely what they have alwdys

done since the 1977 Assembly elections — not allowed the

" same party to rule for two consecutive terms. The Asom Gana
Parishad yields to the Congress. Not only did Prafulla
Mahanta's party perform miserably-managing just 18 seats
— several heavyweights bit the dust in what was evidently a
strong anti-establishment wave. Mahanta won the Berham-
pore seat by a margin of 5,000 votes but he will not be able to

- live down the humiliation of finishing third in the prestigious
Dispur constituency, behind the winner, Congress’s Robin
Bordoloi, considered an underdog, and Trinamool Gana Pari-

. shad candidate Atul Bora, his one-time trusted lieutenant.
The BJP's many efforts to humour Mahanta failed, as they
deserved to do. Had they contested separately, they may have
reduced the harvest of 71 seats reaped by the Congress. The
BJP grassroots local units proved entirely right in their as-
sessment that the alliance would harm the party’s prospects.
The BJP won seven seats cotpared to four in 1996 but brings
no cheer. In the last Lok Sabha elections, thev established
themselves as a party to reckon with by garnering as much as
33 per cent of the vote. This time it dropped to a mere eight
per cent. The alliance apparently weaned away Bengali
Hindu voters.

The AGP cannot blame the Congress-Ulfa nexus or the reign
of terror let loose by militants. The turnout of 70 per cent was
to their advantage. The Ulfa did not target the AGP alone,
there were many Congress supporters among those killed.
The Congress victory is not so much because of Tarun Gogoi’s
untiring eﬂ’orts as pecpis voling for peace and security,

i HE cadiy absent daring the AGP's five-
v ihe discattent over the distribution of
s wonld have done even better, 5 b

year regime. Bu‘s‘, i
tickels, the (&
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~Sonia CM stamp on Gogoi

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, May 16: The newly-
elected Congress legislators today
unanimously elected PCC chief
Tarun Gogoi as the head of the
Congress Legislature Party after
AICC chief Sonia Gandhi recom-
mended his name for the post ef
chief minister.

However, without directly
proposing Gogoi’s name, PCC
vice-president Hemoprova Saikia
said the AICC high command
should be authorised to take the
“final decision” on selecting the
leader. The proposal was second-
ed by mnone other than
Bhubaneswar Kalita, MLA from
Rangiva and a contender for the
post of chief minister, hesides for-
mer chief minister Bhumidhar
Barman and senior party leader
Debananda Konwar.

The unanimous decision was
communicated to the Congress
high command by AICC general
secretary Kamal Nath and observ-
er RK. Dhawan over telephone.

Party spokesman and MLA
from Gohpur, Ripun Bora said
Sonia Gandhi had recommended
Gagoi's name as the CLP leader.
Her recommendation was placed
before the legislators and was ac-
cepted by all the 69 MLAs present
in the meeting.

The CLP met at the New MLA
Hoste] complex here this morn-
ing. Speaking to newspersons
after the meeting, Kamal Nath
iaid Gogoi would take oath of of-

ice on Friday. Incidentally, lone

T

Tarun Gogoi with Hemoprova Saikia after the PCC chief was elected the Congress
Legislature Party leader in Guwahati on Wednesday. Picwre by Ltpal Baruah

those likely to be inducted into the
minisiry in the first phase include
Bhumidhar Barman, Hemoprova

Trinamul Congress MLA from
Badarpur Jamalludin Ahmed was

also present in the CLP meeting, -

indicating that he had switched al-
legiance to the Congress.

Immediately after the meeting,
Gogoi left for New Delhi along
with Nath and Dhawan. Party in-
siders said Gogoi would call on the
Congress high command to fi-
nalise the list of MLAs to be in-
ducted into his ministry.

Before leaving for the national

capital, Gogoi said his top priority
would be the state’s economic de-
velopment, Replying to a query,
Dhawan said the people of Assam
had rejected the “baseless” allega-
tien about the Congress’ alleged
links with the Ulfa.

“People of Assam have reposed
faith in Gogoi's leadership as they
feel their life and property will be
secure under a Gogoi-led Con-
gress government,” he added.

According to party insiders,

Saikia, Bhubaneswar Kalita, :
Sarat Barkataki, Ardhendu Dev,
Ismail Khan, Bharat Narah, De-
bananda Konwar and Pankaj
Bora. The sources said though
Gogoi planned to have not more
than six Cabinet ministers in the
first phase, he might have to go for

10 to keep the different “power,
centres” within the party happy-
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By Our Correspondent

IMPHAL, MA 21. The three-month-old Samata Party-
led People Front Ministry in Manipur headed by
Mr. R.B. Kdjjam was defeated in a vote of confi-
dence in the\dssembly today.

In the 60-member House, 17 members voted for
the one-line vote of confidence moved by the Public
Health Minister, Mr. O. Joy, while 39 against it. The

BJP leader, Mr. R.K. Do-
rendra, and Opposition
member, Mr. Rishang
Keishing, abstained.
One  member, Mr.
Thangminlien Kipgen,
was disqualified.

The Samata Party,
with a strength of 1

Durjfg the discussion, Mr. Koijam highlighted
his. @overnment’s achievements, and said moves
¥ been made to usher in peace by declaring a
month-long unilateral ceasefire. He said the vote of
confidence was a test for the BJP's honesty which
had emerged as the single largest party. Posterity
woutd not “pardon the 60 elected members” if they

e

Koijam Ministry voted out

"“fell for the hidden agenda”.

Mr. K. Nipamacha, former Chief Minister and
leader of the Manipur State Congress Party (Nipa-
macha), whe voted for the motion, expressed the
fear that the Central leaders may be planning to
impose President’s rule so that the ceasefire with
the NSCN(IM) could be extended to the Naga pock-
ets in Manipur. All Ministries have been opposing
the demand to extend it.

That the Koijam Ministry would fall became clear
when the strength of the MLAs opposing Mr. Koi-
jam increased to 41 this morning.

They came to the Assembly complex from the
Speaker’s residence, where they have been camp-
ing since May 6, but none of them spoke during the
discussion from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Earlier, Mr. Vivek
Raj Wangkhem, the newly-elected Samata Party
MLA, was sworn in.

Koijam resigns
PTI reports:

Later, Mr. Koijam submitted the resignation of
his Ministry and his own from Chiet Ministership.
The Governor accepted the resignations withx im-
mediate effect and asked him to continue till al-
ternative arrangments were made.

Mr. Dorendra Singh today said a BIP-led front
headed by him would stake claim to form a Govern-
ment in Manipur tomorrow, After meeting the Gov-

ernor, Mr. Ved Prakash Marwah, he said he h
apprised him of the latest developments. Vi
a
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Cong romps
'Mahanta su
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HE  Congress today

romped home with an ab-

solute majority in Assam
while Chief Minister Prafulla Ku-
mar Mahanta tendered hisresig-
nation with his party Asom Gana
Parishad {AGP) suffering a humil-
iating defeat.

Congress has so far won 68
seats and was expecied to finish
with more than 70, while the AGP
was routed, winning only 18 seats,
while its ally the BJP could manage
only seven. The Congress, which
contested all the seats on its own,
has made a triumphant comeback
and is all set to assume the reins of

government under the leadership

of Assam Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Tarun Gogoi.

Chief Minister Mahanta today
tendered his resignation to Gover-
nor Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha who
asked him to continue tilf the for-
mation of the new government.

The elections witnessed the
downfall of several Cabinet col-
leagues of Mahanta, including

l\‘
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Mahanta..end of theroad

Speaker Ganesh Kutum .and
Deputy Speaker Rajkhowa.
Among the Congress heavy-
weights who failed to make it to
the House are the Leader of Op-
position Silvius Condpan, former
chief minister Anowara Tainmar
and former minister Amiya Gogoi.
Among the other prominent
losers are Holiram Terang of
ASDC(U), Hiranya Bhattacharya
of Asom BJE, CPI's politburo
member Promode Gogoi and
CPI({MY’s state general secretary

!;omé‘in/ Assam,
mits resignation

Hemen Das,

Chief Minister Mahanta said
he was surprised at the defeat of
his government, but would respect
the people’s verdict,

Mahanta fold reporters that
though his party was defeated, "we
are not going to sit back but will
analyse whatwentwrong”,

He pointed out that the pre-
pollviolence unleashed in the state
had created fear psychosis in the
minds of people. When it was
pointed cut to him that volers
turnout was still large, Mahanta al-
leged the ULFA had threatened
large-scale post-poll violence if the
Congress was not voted to power
in several constituencies.

" Mahanta, who has been asked
to continue till the next govern-
ment is formed, said that the new
government should contingg with
the fight against violence which his
government had been following.

Meanwhile, Agriculture Minis-

" ter Chandramohan Patowary, who

lost from Dharampur, said be lost
only because the had
threatened voters to sygport the
Congress candidate, '
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/°MANIPUR SPLIT, ¢

~Struggle between Samata Party and BJP

IKE the polo played the vear round in Manipur, the place

of its origin, the toppling game remains the politicians’

favourite pastime. No government is stable, even if it enjoys

a majority. For instance, the Samata Party-led People’s Front

coalition government includes the BJP and has the support of

58 members in the 60-member House, but chief minister

Radhabinod Koijam does not feel secure, There was enough

. indication of this when he was sworn in nearly four months

ago. Koijam has only 12 members of his own and depended

heavily on the 31 member Manipur State Congress Party. A

" breakaway Congress group, the MSCP ruled the state from

* December 1997 to January this year and divided at the

organisational level, with one group led by former chief

minister Nipamacha Singh and another by union minister of

. state for food processing Th Chacha Singh. But they both

supported Koifam and were given pride of place in the minis-
try. The formal split this week was not unexpected.

Who is behind all this is not difficult to guess. Koijam’s fears
stem from the fact that former chief minister RK Dorendro, a
master of the toppling game, is now in the BJP and is capable
of inciting disaffection in other smaller parties. The BJP has
already increased its tally to eight by merging the two-
member breakaway Democratic Federal Party of Manipur
with the blessings of the central leadership. So it is a only a
matter of time before Dorendro teams up with the newly-
formed 18-member Progressive Manipur State Congress
Party which has made no secret of installing a BJP-led

government. /

"tlmr%
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/TRUCE IN DANGEPZ
W\

e/\‘elsak-Muivah in the driver's seat

IT is surprising that almost four years after the cea-se e in
Nagaland, its jurisdiction continues to be mired in contro-
versy. Chairman Isak Swu and general secretary Thuinga-
leng Muivah of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim
have persistently accused the Centre of distorting the cease-
fire accord by not covering the Naga-inhabited areas of As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. They are on record as
having =zaid that the Centre has “agreed in principle” on the
need to unify the contiguous areas. There must be some subs-
tance in this. Even former chief negetiator Swaraj Kaushal
resigned his post, alleging that Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee reneged on his word to extend the ceasefire. The
Centre has, however, been on the defensive and is not able to
answer these charges. Arguably, it would have made some
sense if the NSCN-IM had in protest backed out earlier and
its threat to now eall off the ceasefire is significant, coming as
this does within davs of New Delhi’s formalisation of the
truce with the rival NSCN faction headed by 88 Khaplang.
The NSCN-IM had all along asserted that they recognise no
other group as representative of the Nagas. Since the people
in the three states concerned have been kept guessing and
the controversy threatens to put paid to the accord, the
Centre should come out with a clarification as to what was
the understanding, written or verbal, between it and the
NSCN-IM.

The truce with the Khaplang faction was the result of the
Cenlre’s belated realisation of allowing the NSCN-IM prowmi-
nence and was in response to the wishes of various organi-
sations. It is only a matter of time before the other group, the
Naga National Council, is roped in. The rebel leaders say it is
wltimately the people who will decide Nagaland’s future, and
time and again all shades of opinion have categorically
asserted that peace hinges on unity of all warring groups. It
is for them to respect this sentjment, The objective of the
ceasefire s merely to create a cphgenial atmosphere for talks.
Reconciliation and a final sgftiement will come only when
rebet attitudes change.
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o4 g Campaign of terror

CAR \:DR[ in violent artacks by the United
Laberation Front of Asom (ULFA) just before
the elections is both worrying and baffling.
The extremist organisation had been lving
fuw for some rime porhaps for tactical rea-
sans. A secessionist outfit 1ike the ULFA,
which has all along given a call for boyveotting
the elections. was expected to intensify its
violent campaign during the polls to scare
away veters, But the loss of over 40 lives,
imostly of workers and svmpathisers of the
AGH and the BJP underlines the diabolic
nature of this subversive group whose depre-
dations have often been part of a well-calcu-
lnind political swraregy. This yvear’'s campaign
Lias hesn by far the most vicient. At first
“ight the targeting of the AGD leaders by the
ULFA militants is ntystifying. After all. they
had been in close contact with the AGP for a
it time. During all these vears. it was the
{ cgress workers who bore the brunt of the
VL FA's campaign of terror.

The BJP's charge that the ULFA is in

icague with the Congress is a typical exam-
sl of political exaggeration. It only serves
' divert attention from the kind of threat
which the underground outfit poses. What is
~loar is that for all the official efforts to
check s influence. the ULFA's influence and
firepower have remained largely intact.

e mmaeaLln

Evidently, the Prafulla Mahanta govern-
ment’s stage-managed surrenders by the mil-
itants were pure self-deception. The compo-
sition of the social and political forces which
are still sustaining the ULFA remains a mat-
ter of conjecture. There was a time when it
enjoved some support particularly among
the parochial sections in Assam. But its cam-
paign of mindiess violence has gradually
undermined its position. Today it is increas-
ingly viewed as a terrorist group, with
killings, kidnappings and extortions as its
main operational tactics.

Whatever sympathy the ULFA enjoyed at
one time suffered a hlow after its description
of the Pakistani infiltrators in Kargil as
“freedom fighters”. It is disconcerting that it
atill manages to secure arms while its ranks
are replenished by unemployed youth.
However. its recent acts of ethnic cleansing
have reportedly created a rift within the
organisation. With no clear commmand, the
ULFA militants are prebably acting as des-
perados. Militants in Tripura and Manipur
too helong to a similar Teague, unlike in
Nagaland where the ntilitants have respond-

!
I

/

ed favourably 1o the Centre’s peace initiative, /&

As the violent run-up to the elections in
Asgsam has shown, the conditions there call
for close surveillance,
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‘Centre commltted

to Naga

\(
Cur Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 9 MAY

THE CENTRE, on Wednesday,
spught to assure the NSCN({I-M),
which has threatened to call off
the four-year-old Naga ceasefire
due 1o the former's failure to
extend the operationai area of the
ceasefire. The Centre had said it
would take all steps to maintain
ceasefire and peace in the state.

The Centre's chief interlocutor
for Naga talks, Mr K.
Padmanabhaiah, told reporters
here on Wednesday thar with the
ceasefire having brought about a
sea change in the law and order
situation in the state, the govern-
ment was keen {o take the peace
process further and will be holding
further discussions with the
NSCN{I-M) and the chief minis-
ters of Assam, Manipur and
Arunachal Pradesh on extension
of the peace process to Naga-
inhabited areas in their states.

' seflre o

uting the NSCN(I-M}'s
charge that the government of
India had not honoured its com-
mitment to extend the ceasefire
beyond Nagaland, Mr L
Padmanabhaiah said the issue had
been discussed with the chief min-
isters of the concemned states who
had “an open mind.”

The dlarification comes after
the NSCN{I-M}'s threat to review
the ceasefire as the govermment
“backtracked” on its assurance to
extend the ceasefire coverage. The
extension of the cease-fire is to
expire on July 31, 2001.

It may be recalled that the
Centre had agreed to “consider”
the long-standing demand of the
Naga outfit 10 extend the geo-

graphical coverage of the ceasefire, |

provided its willingness to address
the issue was not misinterpreted
by the Naga cadres as a spp
towards conceding their deméand
for “Greater Nagaland”,
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huingalang Muivah is one
of the legendary insurgent
figures of the Asian the-
atre, niot just in the militan-
cies of the Northeast which he
has dominated after the death.of
* Angami Zapu Phizo, the man
who initiated the Naga move-
ment against India. For those
who dismiss the Nagas as hos-
tiles or secessionists, they would
do well to remember that as far
back as [929, a delegation of
Nagas told a British government
delegation that after they (the
British) left, the Nagas wanted to
_be left alone as before their
incorporation into the British
Raj. There was the famous meet-
ing, as told. by the Nagas,
between Mahatma Gandhi and
Phizo and his group in the Hari-
jan Basti where the Mahatma is
believed to have said that he
would not-force the Nagas to stay
in- India. And on August 14,
1947, the Nagas declared inde-
pendence!

To some Ihdlans all this may

sound irrelevant and speciouns bt
to the Nagas it is the very stuff of
their history, it is the core of their
being and their separateness and
why my Naga friends say that
they cannot be denounced as
“secessionist when we were
never part of you anyway!”

But back to Muivah: he led that

long march, aiong with General .
Thinsolie through the leech-

infested jungles of Northemn
Burma from Nagaland before
landing ‘up in China’s Yunpan
Province and finally ai Kunming,
the capital. With them were 100
Nagas, the first men to be trained
in arms, politics and tactics by
the Chinese. Muivah went on to
meet Zhou en-iai, the elegant
statesman who visualised Chi-
na’s support to struggiing
“pationai” liberation movements.
Swu went to China in 1968,
Today, in their late 60s, Muivah
and Swu are among the last sur-
vivors of another era but they
have ensured their place in histo-
ry. Their contemporaries in Asi-

a's drarna of little armies fighting

big systems include Zay Mai and
Brang Seng of the Kachin Liber-

Ata hatel in Bangkak, Sanjoy Hazarikd, journalist, writer and filmmaker, held a frark discussion with M mvah
and Swu, two Naga leaders on whom much of the fate of their people, and to a degiee that of the Northeast,
depends. Hazarika, a specialist on regional issues, especially that of the Northeast ad its neighbours, has in

the past met Thuingalang Muivah, the general secretary of the National Socialist Ccuncil of Nagaland (I-M),
and Isaak Chisi Swu, the organisation’s chairman. This time, the first meeting was h’ld with Muivah, with one
aide present, Swu was not in town that day but was present for the next interview

ation Organisation and others of
the Communist Party of Burma

such as Kya Mint and Thakin Ba -

Thein Tin, of the Karenis and the
Shans.

However, what is not clear is
whether they will be remembered
as the men who brought a lasting
peace and settlement to the Naga
Hills of Nagaland and Manipur, a
peace that has eluded those lands
for the past 40 years and more.
What shape will that peace take,
beyond - the ceasefire which is
being renewed every year, with
the shape of a future Naga home-
land? What legal shape will it
have? How much autonomy can
it be given? And will it have the
support and mandate of the Naga
people, incloding the groups with
which the NSCN (I-M) have had
such bitter disputes — especially
the faction of S5.S. Khaplang,
which has, a few days ago, for-
malised a ceasefire that has

- already existed?

o the I-M, the Khaplang
Tgroup is the equivalent of an
[ Indian puppét although this

is stoutly denied by the ather
side. The Khaplang men. and
women have the support of the
Konyaks, the most popuious of
the Naga tribes which have popu-

‘lations in Arunachal Pradesh,

Nagaland aund in Burma. Khap-
lang himself is from the Burma
side and is an ang or tribal chief,
The tragic and bloody falling out
between Khaplang and the Muiv-

‘ah/Swu groups led to the killing

of dozens of Muivah’s best fight-

ers, an event that the latter has

neither forgiven or forgotten.
Muivah himself is a Tangkhu!

of Manipur. His tribe does not.

have members in Nagafand. Swu
is a Sema, an influential group in
Nagaland, both in business and

politics. And aithough the Gov-

By Sanjoy HAZARIKA

ernment of India has declared a
ceasefire witli hoth NSCN fac-
tions, it has made clear that it will
hold negotiations as of now only
with Muivah’s group. Four years
of talks have not led to any sub-
stantiai steps forward in the
search for a durable and hon-
ourable seftlement. I addition,

- there are still sharp differences in

perception with the other North-
eastern  governiments,
especiaily Manipur and
Assam, on demands by
the Nagas for the inclusion of
arcas from these states in a larger
Naga homeland.  The current
ceasefire with their group has
endured * since it was  first
announced in 1997 and has given
ordinary people im Nagaland a
chance to live with less fear and
grealer opeaness. '

What was clearly needed, as

Muivah led that long
march, along with
General Thinsolie
through the leech-
infested jungles of
Northern Burma

. from Nagaland before

landing up in China’s
Yunnan Province and
finally at Kunming,
the capital. With
them were 100
Nagas, the first men
to be trained in arms,
politics and tactics by
the Chinese, Muivah
went on to meet Zhou
en-lai, the elegant
statesman who visu-
alised China’s sup-

- glass. “Oftent T would be thirsty

they said in the second half of
this interview, was a political ini-
tiative from the Indian govern-
ment. The talks in Bangkok also
opened up litle-known personal
aspects of Muivah’s life and how
childhood  experiences

shaped his perspectives. He

‘recounted how during school, the

Meiteis, the Vaishnavite ‘plains
dwellers who dominate his home
state of Manipur, would
refuse to let him drink
water from the same

and at school in Imphal,
they would teli me, ‘Don't come
near us.” I would ask for a cup
of water and they would leave
a cup of water for me and
walk  away, they  used
the. equivalent of a derogatory
word for us, you have it in other

‘parts of India dlso — untouch-

port to strugglin
‘national’ liberation
movements. Swu
went to China in
1968. Today, in their
late 60s, Muivah and
Swu are among the
last survivors of
another era but they
have ensured their
place in history.
Their contemporaries
in Asia’s drama of lit-
tle armies fighting big
systems include Zau
Mai and Brang Seng
of the Kachin Libera-
tion Organisation and
others of the Commu-
nist Party of Burma
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have’

able.”

Excerpts from the interview
(Part I is an exclusive talk with
Muivah):

N CHINA! My understand-
°ing is that they know how

to go forward. They do not
leave anything to chance. They
will not tolerate any anti-China
ring (around them). From the
time of Chairman Mao, they
have retreated step by step. In the
case of the Soviet Union, they
pushed forward and did pot

retreat and see what happened to -

the Soviets. Zhou and Mao (Ze-
dong) were very clear and pre-
cise, they built China to an
unshakeable position.

ON RELATIONS WITH ASSAM AND
MANIPUR AND THE ISSUE OF
LAND: We have. told Assamese
friends that the Nagas will not be
a danger to them. When it comes
o the land dispute, we believe
that the Nagas and Assamese can

- do better without inviting anyone

o settle the problem, without
nterference from any side. In the
final analysis, this would be the
best way of dealing with it for the
Assamese and the Nagas are the
rest people to solve it. If they
1ave that attitude, then an amica-
sle solution is very near. With
he Meiteis (valley dwellers of
Manipur), it is very different.
Chey think that they have given
his land (the hills) to us. When
vere the Meiteis ever in the
ills? The hills belong to us...
[he Meiteis attacked but did not
:onquer our fand. They should
mderstand that they cannot
mpose their will on us.

N CEASEFIRE AND [TS EXTEN-
I0N: The Indian government
loes not seem to be sincere. The
Jaga side can honour its com-

AGAS: THE LONG MARCH

mitment, but the Indians carinot.

There should be no fighting
between the NSCN and the Indi-
ans... They say that the ceasefire
is for Nagaland. Where is the
logic? Are you saying that we
should fight in Assam and
Manipur? There should not be

. any fighting at ali. As far as the
- ceasefire coverage (to other

states) 1s concerned, even fill
today it is not clear. The ground
rules of the ceasefire wili be
modified as well as the area cov-
erage. -But we have clarified
before and we will do so again:
the ceasefire and the land issue
are different, separate issues
which have to be negotiated sep-
arately. The ceasefire must be
there between the Indian forces
and ours. There should be cease-
fire even in Paris, wherever our
people are. Ceasefire is for creat-
ing a congenial atmosphere. But

if they do not cease fire, then

what do they want? If they start
raiding our offices and harassing
our people... it is an insult to ws.
If a commitment is not honoured,
then what is the point? They
want to blackmail us, to push us
away from the ceasefire.

ON A VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
We are convinced that we cannot
solve the problem by ourselves.
In order to solve the problem,
India must cease the use of force
against all groups, against
Assamese, Meiteis, Dimasas and
Bodos. The Bodos and the
Assamese will have to co-exist

with each other. The differences

should be settled through talks
and peaceful means. But Indians
are not yet prepared to under-
stand the Nagas as well as the
Northeast. Talks have to be
unconditional from both sides.
We should be prepared to under-
stand the difficulties of the peo-
ple of India: India should under-
stand the difficulties on our part.
Until we have the authority to
decide our own future, how can
we think of the future?

TO BE CONCLUDED TOMORROW:
Sanjoy Hazavika in conversa-
tion with both Naga leaders



A"people’s movement’ that became a cruel jdke

" Assam’s lost decade

NY journalist of my vin-
tage would have paid his
dues somewhere in the
course of a long career.

- believe I paid mine as a reporter
‘or this newspaper covering internal
strife in the troubled eighties, more
n the Northeast than in Bhindran-
wale’s Punjab. .

. The Northeast, particularly As-
sam, was then a unique story, per-
haps the only one in independent
history when the national media’s
sympathy — even admiration —
was with the trouble-makers. Most
of us on the beat, barring the Cal-
cutta media, never even called them
troublemakers. In print, we called
them the Assam movement leaders,
In conversation, they were just
“boys”. We were so forgiving, so
much in love with the “boys”. They
were said to have rejected (then
home minister} Zail Singh’s suit-
cases, defied (then IG, law and or-
der) KPS, Gill’s lathis, braved the
scorn of the Bengali media, lived in
modest hostel rooms in Guwahati
University’s ' rundown  campus,
where they sometimes did not have
five rupees to buy you “bhaat™ at
lunch but at whose call the entire
population of Guwahati would
‘come out on the streets, turning L.P.
Singh's curfew into such a miser-
able joke.

This was the early eighties. It is
such a pity there was no television to
record those heady times. Prafulla
Mahanta and Bhrigu Phukan led a
people’s movement that fired the
imagination of not only gullible
young reporters but old Gandhians
and JP-ites who were quick to com-
pare it with the satyagrahas of yore.
Coramon people came out in lakhs,

| blockaded refineries, oil pipelines,
| roads, railway lines and for more
' than three years the writ of the gov-

ernment did not run, If the govern- *

ment imposed a curfew, people
would fill the streets and defy the
CRPF to thrash them. Then, to rub it
in, on a national day like August 15,
the student leaders would declare a
“people’s curfew” and you couldn’t
stir out unless you had a “curfew
pass” from them. And just so they
won't be misunderstood as being
anti-national, Mahanta and Phukan
would hold their own Independence
Day celebration a day earlier or
later. If, during some period of quiet
it seemned as if the movement was
flagging, they would announce a
martial sounds day. )
All of the Brahmaputra Valley
- would come out on the streets at a
fixed hour, clanging anything they
could find in their kitchens, thalis,
buckets, pots and pans, anything
that would make an almighty racket.
Then they would declare a people’s
blackout and all of the Valley would
look as if the Chinese were again
probing what was left of the perime-
ter defences of Tezpur, '
The “boys” were then gods.
| They could do nothing wrong. They

g i

could never be bhought, scated, en-
ticed. Their word was law because
they were so perfect, so sincere to
not only the Assamese but the na-
tional cause, so indivisible, so incor-
ruptible and so brilliant they even
topped all their examinations in
spite of spending all

they were not so weak and pusitlani-
mous — remember how Mahanta
retreated after making such noise
on the issue of corporate links with
ULEA? Did you ever even hear any-
thing about the cases his police reg-
istered with such fanfare against
Tata executives?

their time on the
streets. Many of us
thought a lot about
that. The past
decade has already
shown how wrong we
all were and that is
not only because we
figured much later
that doting profes-
sors and deans some-
times sat and an-
swered the question
papers  for their
favourite  “boys”,

NATIONAL

SHEKHAR GUPTA

HE subconti-
nent spe-
cialises  in

producing a particu-
lar breed of dema-
gogue, one who ar-
ticulates a minority’s
grievances, real and
imagined, so effec-
tively as to build a
mass - persecuticn
complex. 1T have
made much of my
living as a reporter

Mahanta has run a govérnment twice as
corrupt as any the Congress gave Assam in
the past and about a tenth as effective as

The coming election will further
prove how touchingly stupid people
like us were in not being our usual,
sceptical, questioning selves while
dealing with them.

that the “boys” will be defeated

in an election. Ever since Rajiv
Gandhi enticed them into the main-
stream political process after the
peace accord of 1985, everything the
former agitation leaders have done
has underlined just one point. That
deep down, they were as cynical,
selfish, divisible and venal as other
politicians. Mahanta and Phukan
started out a bit like Vajpayee and
Advani, chief minister and home
minister, and often called Ram and
Lakshman by their followers. Today

IT WILL not be the first time

the late Hiteswar Saikia’s

dealing with the type. Bhindran-
wale, Pirabhakaran, Subhash Ghis-
ingh, Pakistan’s Mohajir leader
Altaf Hussain are all masters of the
same craft. But there was no one
better at that than Mahanta and
Phukan, Their real master stroke
was giving their very regional move- -
ment a nationalist colour — they
were, after all, only fighting
Bangladeshi infiltrators. But at a
“people’s” Independence Day rally
they wouldn't forget to ask how
come the national anthem (written
by a Bengali) made no mention of
the hills and valleys of Assam.

They also built this elaborate
secular facade... they were not sin-
gling out Muslim infilirators, they
wanted the Hindus out equally.
Those of us who witnessed the mas-

It is a pity so many of us were fooled into
believing these ‘‘boys’” would actually
change, not only the face of Assam, but
that of national politics

they are the most bitter of enemies.
Mahanta’s direct electoral rival is
Atul Bora, the former general secre-
tary of the All Asom (Gana Sangram
Parishad, the ubiquitous bearded
presence in so many group pho-
tographs at negotiations with the
Centre. Mahanta has run a govern-

‘ment twice as corrupt as any the

Congress gave Assam in the past
and about a tenth as effective as the
late Hiteswar Saikia’s. Ask any long-
suffering IAS/IPS officer of the As-
sam cadre and chances are he will
talk nostalgically of Saikia, even An-
wara Tairmur in comparison. At least

sacres during the February 1983
¢lections at Nellie and elsewhere
were often confused by the even-
handedness with which both Hindu
and Muslim settlers were slaugh-
tered. We were- confused because
we were sensitised so far to look at
riots through a communal prism. So
we missed the point that this was,
pure and simple, ethnic cleansing,
the first time such a thing happened
in our independent history. If you
spoke Bengali, you were an “infiltra-
tor” and, therefore, in trouble. But
what Mahanta, Phukan and others
also proved subsequently was that

ethnic hatred was negotiable as long
as they had political y
forgot the foreigners’ \issue, de-
ported even fewer infiltfators than
the Congress governments had
done in the past and failed to bring
in even the most basic concessions
to their impoverished state from the
Cenire.

Mahanta has run the most inef-
fectual, unimaginative and worth-
less government in Assam in a fong,
long time and chances are that his
OWTL VOLErs are now going 1o make
him pay for it. The very Assamese
caste Hindu who treated him and
the other student leaders like gods is
now set to boot out each one of
them. Not only & the Congress likely
to make a second return to power
now, Mahanta’s alliance with the
BJP also signals the arrival of the
second national party as amajn con-
testant in the state. While all the
other regional parties have strength-
ened themsetves by aligning with the
NDA, the Asom Gana Parishad will
now finish whatever remained of its
old romance, ideology., regional
commitment. :

Let me also suggest, nothing
could be better for Assam. The
demise of the AGE, and thereby the
final burial of the euphoria of the
old movement, is .as welcome a
change as the, growth of the BIP in
Assam. The BIP had already been
eating into the votebank of the AGP
and now that process will become
more complete. For many of the
loyal, Assamese caste Hindu sup-
porters of the AGF, itwill be alogical
homecoming to the BJP. With its bit-
ter and bloody divisions of ethnicity
and language, Assam, more than
Andhra Pradesh or Tamil Nadu, will
benefit if its politics is run and con-
tested from a more national stand-
point, something the rise of the BIP
as the main challenger to the Con-

* gresswould now do.

Funny, that we should so happily
anticipate the death of a regional
party in this era of coalitions. But
Mabhanta, Phukan, Bora, Bharat
Narah, Nagen Saikia, Arun Sarma,
all the legendary leaders of that
great movement proved $o inade-
quate to the challenge of converting
a people’s movement into a credi-
ble potitical force for the benefit of
their own state. Assam, as a conse-
quence, has not only lost a decade,
it’s even slipping backwards. The
only good this has done is drive
more and more talented Assamese
outside the region in search of jobs
and opportunities, something they
were loathe to do in the past. Be-
sides this, a decade of rule by al-
leged people power las done noth-
ing for Assam. It is such a pity so
many of us, this writer included.
were fooled into believing these
“boys™ would actually change, not
only the face of Assam, but that of
national politics. But thep
perhaps so young, id
gullible.
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taxi took longer than ex-
pected to reach the agreed lo-
cation in Bangkok. The reason

for the delay was the city’s perennial
problem —— traffic jams, although
these have eased enormously after
the construction of numerous fly-
overs and expressways in the past few
years. One good thing about taxis in
Bangkok, as in other major cities of
the world where the basics of modemn
town planning exist, is that they are
airconditioned. So, the delay, this
muggy mid-April morning, is not as
bad as it could have been. But, admit-
tedly, 1 was alittle tense — after all it
had been five years since my last
meeting with Thiungulang Muivah,
the General Secretary of the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Nagaland

(I-M group).

erefl a vast range of issues, from the
ce process to visits to China and
etings with Zhou en-Lai, about his
reeptions of the North East, rela-

his vision for'the future. The second
mterview in Bangkok a few days later
lasted three hours and in this, Muivah
“was joined by Isaak Chisi Swu, one of
his closest comrades and the chairman
of the organisation. Together, they
comprise what is known to the Nagas
as “the collective leadership” of the
NSCN (I-M). Recalling that first visit
to China in 1966, Muivah said that ini-
tially the CHinese did not take him and
his co-leader, General Thinsolie of the
Naga army, or their 100 followers seri-
ously. But after watching them for
three months, seeing their interest in
political and strategic issues, they were
convinced enough to eventually take
them to Chinese Premier Zhou en-lai.
The Chinese statesman’s initial re-
sponse was “You are a child!” At the
time, Muivah was 30 and he was im-
pressed by Zhou's “greatness and gra-
ciousness”. “He was always prepared
to /l}nderstand us”; Muivah too was

ions with other militant groups and .

CONVERSATION REVIEWING INSURGENCY IN NAGALAND

In's

arch of peace

Sanjoy Hazarika talks to Naga rebel leaders T. Muivah and Isaak Chisi
Swu about the Naga issue and the recent peace initiatives

given time to present his views.

The new organisation, NSCN, split
a few vears later over personal and
ideological grounds, opening another
chapter of fratricidal killings and ha-
tred among the Nagas. Muivah and
Swu were on one side and Khaplang
led the other, There is a smaller third
group, the old Naga National Council
led by Adino, Phizo’s daughter. The

Although Muivah
has not officially
reacted to the latest
peace moves, he
and Swu made it

divisions have been marked by bltto:;..m clear that they
the

factional fighting that has scarred

Naga movement and led to bloodshed-

on either side. Khaplang now runs his
own faction of the NSCN, which has
been denounced by the I-M as being
in India’s pocket. Indeed, the latest

regarded such a

truce with suspicion

ceasefire between the Khaplang fac-
tion and the Government of India has
largelybeen enabled by the Assam Ri-
fles, which has been in extremely close
contact with this “insurgent™ group for
along time.

" The group s also said to be close to
the Nagaland’s Congress government
led by S.C. Jamir, who hasbeen calling
for a separate ceasefire with this fac-
tion for years. The mutual antipathy
between Jamir and Muivah is well-
kncrwn and the Apni 28 ceasefire may
lead to more complications to the
Naga story than it may resolve, The
Centre says it is seeking to increase the
space for peace in the Naga hills and

elsewhere in the North East, espe-
cially the eastern districts of
Arunachal Pradesh where the Khap-
lang groupis strong.

What makes both comprehension
of these issues and their resolution
more difficult is that technically, the
Government of India cannot come to
an agreement with Khaplang; he is, af-
ter all, a Naga leader born on the
Burmese side of the border. Any
agreement at any level, should, there-
fore, be conducted with an aide or as-
sociate born on the Indian side!

Although Muivah has not officially
reacted to the latest peace moves, he
and Swu made it abundantly clear in
their interview that they regarded such
a truce with suspicion and as one
which would be used against them
However, the Government of India
says that the Khaplang group will be
restricted to specific, designated
camps as is being done for the I-M mil-
itants and that this would help keep 2
safe distance between the two.

But there was fitlsome praise fror
both Muivah and Swu for forme:
prime minister MNarasimha Rao
whom they had first meet secretly it
Paris in 1993, and who authorised fol
lowup meetings by trusted interlocu
tors in New York and Bangkok. The:
were also saddened by the sudder
death of Rajesh Pilot, the former min
ister of state for home, who had inter
acted with themn both during and out
side his days of power. “We have grea
respect for Narasimha Rao becaus
he honourshis word, we told him w
would leave no stone unturned” in th
search for a long-term settlemen
said Muivah, pondering the strang
ways of Indian democracy and th
former prime minister’s currer
predicament. I suggested that the
must be weary of dealing with s
many prime ministers — the perils ¢
elective democracy—fror
Narasimha Rao, Deve Gowda, LE
Gujral and now Vajpayee. The “co
lective leadership™ of the NSCN he
remained intact for over nearly tw
decades. There was perhaps a lesso
for India in this! The Naga leader
smiled in TESPONS!

Tobe continyec
( i
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THE POLL PROCESS in Assam has been vitiat-
ed. The spurt of violence in the past few days,
including the murderous attacks on candidates
may not be new. The political scene in the State
had been held hostage by armed mercenaries
belonging to the varicus outfits, the ULFA in
particular, during the past decade or so. It is a
fact that these outfits, armed with sophisticated
weapons, had managed in the past few years to
strike at their will and members of the various
political parties have heen their target. In this
sense, escalation of violence was only to be ex-
pected with elections to the State Assembly
round the corner. And, hence, the State Gov-
ernment — the political leadership as well as
the civil administration — cannot escape the
charge of having failed in their duty. The armed
mercenaries could not have struck in the way
they did (killing a BIP candidate and also in-
juring a nominee of the Samata party) if onlv
the personnel belonging to the law-enforcing
agencies were on guard particularly when the
poll process is on. The State Government could
not have remained oblivious to the machina-
tions of these armed gangs, those belonging to
the ULFA in particular, during the poll cam-
paign. The ULFA has been engaged in disrupt-
ing all institutions of the demaocratic edifice and
it was imperative for the police machinery in
the State to up the ante.

It may be true that the recent spell of vio-
lence has to do with the elections. But then,
mosit parts of Assam have been in the grip of the
mercenaries for over two decades now. And the
major political parties in the State have had a
role, in letting the political discourse slip into
such anarchy, in their own way. If the ruling
AGP as a political party had its beginnings in
the violent agitations that marked the State's
political discourse in the early 1980s, sections in
the Congress(l)'s Assam unit were not at all in-
nocent in the game of promoting sectarian
groups with a view to vitiate the political atmo-

VIOLENCE IN ASSAM

Z
sphere. And the BJP, an ally 6f the AGP in this
election, too had its role in whipping up pas-
sions across the State on cominukal lines and
conjuring up images of a threat t4 the demo-
graphic balance in Assam from the immigrants
from Bangladesh. In this sense, the BIP's cam-
paign was picked up from where the All Assam
Student's Union {AASU) — out of which the
AGP was born — had left off after its leaders
wrested power in the 1987 Assembly election. [t
is in this context that one wilt have to look at the
violence in Assam as not mercly a poll-eve de-
velopment. Instead, the killings and the atiacks
(taking place by the day) are an integral part of
the strategy by forces inimical to the democrat-
ic process. And for this very reason such escala-

- tion of violence on the eve of the elections were

only to be expected.

In this context, the remarks by the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, charging the
Congress{I) with having engaged ULFA merce-
naries to vitiate the poll process is simply un-
warranted. Mr. Advani must realise at least now
that he is no longer just another leader of a
political party. Instead, it is his responsibility as
the Union Home Minister to ensure adequate
Central forces in Assam (as well as in other
States that go to polls on May 10) rather than
behave in such partisan manner as he has in
this context. This is the imperative for Mr. Ad-
vani and his aides in the Union Home Ministry
as well as those at the helm in the Government
in Assam at least in the immediate context. The
trouble in Assam, with armed mercenaries of
various hues managing to strike at will and hold
the political process to ransom, is indeed a
larger challenge. And the political leadership at
the Centre and the various parties thar have a
stake in Assam cannot afford o let the demo-
cratic process be derailed. This is the task be-
fore the leaders of the parties and the personnel
of the civil administration in the long run an
not just until the elections are over.

v



AMore forces for Assam as
ULFA violence continues

GUWAHATI, MAY 4. Suspected ULFA
insurgents killed eight AGP work-
ers in Assam’s Nalbari district as
authorities today deployed more
companies of security personnel
in the sensitive areas ahead of the
May 10 Assembly polls. A group
of ULFA militants stormed the
AGP office at Bogorihatigaon in
Dharmapur, the constituency of
the State Agricuiture Minister,
Mr.
and opened fire,

Three workers/ were” killed on
the spot and another died on way
to hospital, police said. Four
waorkers succumbed later, In an-
other incident, 17 AGP workers
were injured in a grenade attack
by the ULFA at a party poll office
in Goalpara. The ULFA has so far
killed 29 people in pall-related vi-
olence, including the BJP's Di-
brugarh candidate, Jayanta
Dutta, and injured over 50 peo-
ple, including Barpeta’s AGP can-
didate, Mr. Kumar Dipak Das.

Mahanta blames ‘EC: Mean-
while, the Chief Minister, Mr.
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, termed
the Election Commission’s deci-
sion to hold & one- day poll in the
State a “disaster” . “The people of
Assam arc aware that my Govern-

Chandramohan Patowary,

94\‘5 o 9\

ment has repeatedly stressed the
need for holding the elections in
the State in three phases, but un-
fortunately the E.C. in its su-
preme arrogance, mistrust of the
Government's stand and lack of
foresight decided to hold elec-
tions on a single day.”

He said the Commission's re-
strictions had come in the way of
maintaining law the order.

10 injured in Haldia: In West
Bengal, at least 10 persons, in-
cluding a Tinamool Congress
candidate, were injured when a
clash broke out between Trina-
mool and CPI{M)} supporters at
Brajalal Chowk in Medinipur’s’
Haldia sub-division. Police said ;
the Students Federation of India,
on behalf of the CPI(M), filed an
FIR alleging that TC supporters
thrashed three of their support-
ers and broke their three-wheeler
while they were campaigning for
the CPI(M) candidate, Mr. Nitya-
nanda Bera.

However, Mr, Tushar Mondal,
sitting MLA and TC candidate for
Sutahata SC constituency, al-
leged thatCPT{M) workers hurled
stones and injured him and six of
his party workers. -— PTI, UNI

More reports on Pages 13, 15
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_/ ASSAM KILLINGS,,

5¥Ulfa must not be allowed to disturb p& i

F the United Liberation Front of Asom’s current activity is
anything to go by, the 10 May assembly elections will e
anything but peaceful. Over the past three weeks 10 people
have been shot dead in different districts. A damning reflec-
tion on the law enforcing agencies is that it should happen
despite beefed up security measures. Governor SK Sinha
(re}ﬂ) has assured the electorate of checking viclence through
surface and air surveillance but to no apparent avail. He has
/ggen busy propping up the chief minister on behalf of the Uni-
on to the extent of allowing prosecution at public expense of
Prafulla Mahanta’s allegations of defamation at the hunds of
responsible newspaper editors. The uncomfortable truth
which will not go away is that Ulfa is the vreation of the rul-
" ing Asom Gana Parishad. During his first term, chief minig-
ter Mahanta is alleged to have helped in sending a group te
Nagaland for training. If the Ulfa remained quiet or to some
extent helped the AGP in the 1996 Assembly poll, it was be-
cause the party manifesto demanded the right to self-deter-
mination and promised the army’s withdrawal. The promises
were never honoured, but it did not prevent Mahanta from
- making confusing noises to placate the mititants so it hardly
behoves the AGP to blame the Ulfa.

Pre-poll violence is net a new phenomenon, Not surpri-
singly, even the Election Commission no longer thinks in
terms of postponing dates. In Tripura before the 1993 assem-
bly elections, when the sericusness of the trouble was far less
than it is teday, elections were postponed for more than a
month. The AGP is making excuses because it is haunted by
humiliating routs in the 1998 and 1299 Lok Sabha elections.
The AGE-BJP accusation that the Congress is hand in glove
with the Ulfa is nonsense and only denotes the extent of their
nervousness. In any case, should the alliance fair dismally, .
either partner has a ready excuse to blame the nexus. e

e STATESWAD

20 MAY W



/Cong demands CBI probe”

into charges of Ulf

P P Singh
GUWAHATI 6 MAY

TOP CONGRESS (I) leaders from
Delhi and Assam on Sunday called
for a CBI enquiry into the allega-
tions of having made a nexus with
Ulfa to win the polls. This dedision
comes in the wake of pre-poll vio-
lence which has left over 25 peo-
ple dead so far all over the state.

AICC (I} general secretary and
Assam polls in-charge along with
APCC (I) president Tarun Gogoi
while addressing the media said
since even the Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has accused them
of having a nexus with the mili-
tants like Ulfa, they call upon the
Union home minister L.KX Advani
to order an enquiry by CBIor by a
Judge nominated by the Chief
Justice of India within the next 24
hrs “into present and past links of
the ULFA."

He said: "if he does not order
the CBI enquiry he should apolo-
gise to the people of Assam for
misleading and politidzing vio-
lence. He said when their party
cemes o power they will use
political and security forces to
solve the problem. APCC (1) chief
Tarun Gogoi added that the AGP
government had five years to solve
the problem of extremism and
militancy and they have failed.

Meanwhile, the APCC chief
who is also being projected as the
next chief minister of the state
{though he is not contesting the
polls} added that they would tack-
le the problem of insurgency
through economic development of
the state as most of the problems
relates to the economic neglect of
the state.

When asked, none of the
Congress leaders present were
willing to outrightly blame Ulfa for

£

TRUTH MUST PREVAIL: APCC (I) chief Tarun Gogoi (R) and

inks.

AICC (I) general secretary Kamal Nath, who is in charge of
polls in Assam and West Bengal, addressing the media at
Guwahati on Sunday— Caroline Singh

the killings, they said: “we con- i
demn these killings no matter who |
is behind them, even if it is Ulfa.” i
Even the killings of their own :
party men they did not want to : . .
Kamal Nath said: “it is for the defBCtIOHS m WB
state government to find out the
people behind the killings since !
they have an alliance with the BJP |
i DID AICC () general secretary
Mr |
Pratulla Mahanta find ourt and let i
: and Assam encourage defections
! in his party? If one has to believe
i his own words the answer (s, yes.

attribute to Ulfa.

they have all the resources of the
central government. Let

us condemn them.”
Tarun Gogoi and Kamal Nath
said: “we want to condemn any

one and every ome behind the :
! media on Sunday. When asked
i why his party went for en alliance
¢ with Trinamool Congress in West
i Bengal, who had encouraged
i defections in their party before, he
{ said these MLA's had approached

killings, I have said this before and
I am saying this unambiguously
now specially for the ears of Prime
Minister and Mr Advani.”

Mr Nath also attacked the state
governor Lt. Gen. {(Retd.} SK

Sinha and said the governor might |
i the ground realities.

be a BJP man in his heart but he

cannot be so in action. Mr Nath
said: "we condemn the governor i
i ticket they will not win, “it was
executive.” He said: "The governor
! that 1 wld
{ Mamata "

for trying to usurp the role of

must realise that after 13th there
will be a new government.”

Kamal Nath may
have encouraged

P.P. Singh
GLUWAHATI & MAY

Kamal Nath wha is also in charge
of his party polls in West Bengal

Mr Nath was addressing the

him in Delhi and apprised him of

He said they informed him if
they contested under Cong (D)

due to this unfavourable situation

them to meet




“Ten Congmen
Killed in Assam

HT Correspondent -
Guwahati, May 5 H l/[

7
AFTER LOSSES of lives in
. BJP and AGP, the pre-poll
bloodshed in the State took its
toll in the Congress camp
with unidentified gunmen
killing 10 party workers at
three constitue ciffon Fri-

day night.

- In Dharma ssembly
constituency in Nalbari dis-
trict public emaotions follow-
ing the killing six AGP
workers on Thurgday night
turned violent ag AGP sup-
porters burnt down at least 30
election offices of Congress
vesterday night,

APCC's media department
* president Dr Bhagawan
Chandra Lahkar told Hindus-
tarn Times on Saturday that
five party workers were shot
dead in Barpeta, two in
Biswanath Chariali and three
in Borcholla constituencies
an Friday

In Dharmapur constituen-
cy. where State Agriculture
Minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary is a AGP candidaie,
led a protest march on Friday
shouting slogans against the
Congress and ULFA.

The protestors later burnt
down 30 Congress election
offices. The violence claimed
the life of BJP's candidate for
Dibrugarh while the AGP
cangidate for Barpeta was
injured. Gunmen suspected
to be ULFA militants together
killed eight other AGP ang
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‘NO UNILATERAL CEASEFIRE IN ASSAM’

Increasmg powers of EC
* should be gone into:

By Barun Das Gupta
GUWAHATI, WAY 5. The powers of
the Electioh Commission are in-
creasing and this matter “should
be gone into", the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, has
said.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was ad-
dressing a press conference at the
Raj Bhavan here today, was an-
swering a gquestion on the Assam
Chief Minister, Mr. Prafulla Ku-
mar Mahanta's, statement vester-
day strongly criticising  the
Electinon  Comimission  for not
agreeing with the State's suggesti-
on of holding the polls in the State
in three phases.

Mr. Mahanta had also said that
for the last several vears “‘the en-
croachment of the powers of the
State by the Election Commission
has been increasing and it has re-
ached a stage where it has be-
come difficult to effectively
discharge even the Constitutional
obligations without being blamed
for violating the code of con-
duct.”

Mr. Vajpayee said that “unfor-
tunately” the Flection Commis-
sion had not accepted the Chief
Minister's suggestion for holding
the poll in three phases.

Agreeing with Mr. Mahanta's
contention that the Election
Comrmission’s powers were in-
creasing, Mr. Vajpayee, however,
ruled out "codifying” these pow-
ers. Sometimes, political parties
themselves wanted more powers
for the Commission to ensure free
and fair elections.

Asked whether the Government
was conducting any inquiry into
the BJP's allegation of a Congress-
ULFA “nexus”, he said while no
“formal inguiry’ had been or-
dered, an “internal inquiry” was
being held and the "truth will
come out’.

He said there wus no need for a
unilateral ceasefire with the mil-
itants in Assam and no talks were

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, at an election
rally in Guwahati on Saturday. The Assam Chief Minister,
Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, the BIP incharge for north-

east, Mr. Sunl Shastri, the BJP State unit president,
Mr. Rajen Gohian, and the Union Minister, Mr. Bijoy
Chakraborty, are also seen. — Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

being held with the ULFA. Talks
were going on between India and
Bhutan on dealing with the mil-
itants who had taken shelter in
that country and had set up
camps there.

Earticr, Mr. Vajpayee addresscd
a ceniral election rally at the Judg-
es’ Field here. [n a city of over a
million people, hardly 2,000 peo-
ple, including a large number of
uniformed and plainclothes secu-
ritvmen, TV cameramen and
newsmen, had gathered.

A BIP leader said the poor turn-
out was due to the fear struck by
the ULFA by the recent killings.
“How will people coming from
the villages go back after dark,” he
asked.

That Mr. Vajpayee was fully
aware of the situation became
clear when he told the gathering:
“if vou are afraid of coming to the

meeting, how will you come out
on the polling day to cast your
votes?”

His message to the people was:
shed fear, come out fearlessly, ex-
ercise your franchise and defeat
the conspiracy of the terrorists to
drown democracy in a bloogbath.

Mamata ‘living
in illusion’

PURNEA (Bihar), MAY 5. Less than
twe maonths after she guit his
Government, lhe Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, for the
first time, today launched a front-
al attack on the Trinamocol Con-
gress  leader, Ms.  Mamata
Banerjee, accusing her of “living
in illusion” and playing second
fiddle to the CPI(M).

“The Trinamool's decision (o

snap ties with the BJP in West

Bengal will not adversely affect
our electoral fortunes,” Mr. Vaj-
payee told reporters during a brief
stopover at the Chainpur Air ‘
Foree base here while proceeding |
on a campaign trail (o Malda in |
West Bengal.

“‘Ms. Mamata Banerjee has the
habit of living in illusion and we
can't help it,” he said. ;

‘Trinamool is C
team of CPI(M)’

Later addressing an election
rallv at Bulbulchandi in West Ben-
gal, he said the Trinamool after
joining hands with the Congress
had emerged as the “C team” of
the CPI{M] in the State,

“The Trinamool Congress had
dubbed the Congress as the B
team of the CPI(M), but after ally-
ing with the Congress it has itself
become the C team of the CPI(M)
and is fishing in troubled waters.”
He also doubted that Trinamool- .
Congress combine could make
any change in the State.He ex- .
pressed the confidence that BJP
and its allies would perform very
well in Assernbly polls in West
Bengal and Assam. “We will per-
form very well in the efections in
both West Bengal and Assam.”

‘Let Cong., Left
seek mandate

Mr. Vajpayee said that the Con-
gress and Lefl parties, demanding
his resignation, should them-
selves go to the people to secure a
mandate. |

“The Congress and the Left
parties, which disturbed the fast .
session of Parliament, has been
demanding my resignation with-
oul any logic,” Mr. Vajpavee said
addressing an election meeting at |
Malda district in West Bengal.

“l can’t just resign as 1 have g
majority support. The pe
clected me and it is only they can
remove me. Let the Congress and
the Left parties go tprthe people
and gel their mapeate,” he said.
— PTI




€ongress, Ulta hand-in-

HT Correspondent Hq:ﬂ

Guwahati, May 5

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va}A
payee charged the Congress with
“working hand-in-glove” with
the outfit.

“The present situation in this
election indicates that they both
(Congress and ULFA) are work-
ing hand in gloves,” he toid
newspersans at the Raj Bhawan,

“Congress workers have been
killed on Friday and vei the party
does not seem to have any clear
views on these Killings.” he said.

The Prime Minister said that
no formal probe was needed to
prove the allegation of Ulfa-Con-
gress nexus. “Internal inquiry is
going on the and the report will
be submitted soon.”

Earlier in the dav, addressing a
joint election meeting of AGP
and BJP at Judges' Field in
Guwahati, he said that the Con-
gress has lost its voice to con-
demn the killings. The party is
also not wiiling to open its mouth
either, which is enough to indi.
cate its support to militants.

“When the Congress finds its
grip over power losing, it stops
helieving in democracy and that
is what they are doing,” he said.

The Prime Minister was alse
critical of the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to hold the elec-
tion in one day, rejecting the
Chief Minister's suggestion for a
two-phase poll.

“It is unfortunate that the EC
did not accept the Chief Minis-
ter’s suggestion and decided to

‘J ©

AMUPAM NATH:HINDUSTAN ms
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee being welcomed with the traditional
Assamese jaapiand saraiat a rally in Guwahati on Saturday.

hold the election in one go.” He
said that once the election notifi-
cation has been issued there was
no way to change the dates but
added that assessment of the law
and order situation was under
the jurisdiction of the commis-
sion. The Chief Minister had
demanded two-phase election on
law and order grounds.

Asked 1o comment on the
Chief Minister's letter stating
that EC’s powers have been
extended far too much, he said

.J

that there was no necd for codifi-
cafion at the moment.

“In fact in certain cases, politi-
cal parties demand more powers
for the EC 10 ensure a tree and
fair election.” he said.

On the BJP’s failure to repeal
the ITM(DT) Act. he said that
since the partv does not have a
majority in the Parliament. the
Act could not be repealed. 1
hope good sense wili prevail and
we can get support from the
gpposition.”

glove: PM

He said that the Centre was
irving to evolve n common pelicy
with the Bhutan Government for
flushing the mititant groups of
the  State  sertled  in the
Himalavan Kirzdom and taiks
are on between both the coun-
tries.

Deseribing militancy as both a

pofitical as well as a law and
order problem, he said that walks
are being held with all con-
cerned, except Ulfa, to bring the
militant outfit 1o the negotiation
table, At the moment there is no
need of unilateral coase-fire with
Ulfa,” he satd.
No Intelligence feedback: The
recent attack on Border Security
Force (Bs) by Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) was hy all counts an intel-
ligence marvel by Bangladesh.
For ihe Prime Minister aAtal
Behari Vajpavee himself admit-
fed that attack. which left 16 BSTY
personne!l Killed in cold blood.
had taken India by surprisc.
“What happened was <o sudden
that the faorces were taken by sar-
prise.” ne said here on Saturday
while addressing newspersons.

He said that his Government
has been doing evervthing to
ensure a secured border. Howev-
er. he refused o comment on for-
mer detence minister George
Fernandes’ remarks made here
on Friday that India has heen
careless with 1ts borders for the
last 532 vears ol independence.

Y1 am not aware of such state-
ment and { would not iike to com-
ment on what has appeared in

newspapers,” he Sﬂid'/




Two to Tzingo
In Step with the Naga Peace Process

(wm i)

VER the past {our years, the

most powerful militant organ-
isation in the North East, the
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (I-M), has held talks with
the Indian government on a lasting
settlement 1o the Naga issue which
has defied solution for as long as
India has been independent.
During this period, the two sides
have made tangible progress to-
wards peace on the ground, despite
many hiccups. The I-M group is a
formidable fighting machine and
ideological organisation, whose
leaders, T Muivah and Isaak Chisi
Swu, are regarded as the mosi in-
fluential of the Naga political lead-
ership “outstde” the Indian system.

This peace process has been
translated into a ceasefire that be-
gan in the summer of 1997, follow-
ing carlier initiatives under then
prime ministers Narasimha Rao
and Deve Gowda, There have been
violations of the ceasefire by both
sides but a peace, however tenuous
and fragile, is welcome after
decades of bloodshed and hatred.
The people of Nagaland have
been able to breathe freely again
and are beginning openly to
speak their minds.

1t is worth evaluating the value
of this ceasefire, especially because
the government has now felt it
appropriate to enter into another
ceascfire arrangement with a
secand major armed insurrection,
the NSCN (K), which is led by S §
Khaplang. Chief minister SC Jamir
of Nagaland has long encouraged a
ceaselire with the NSCN (K},
which is a rival of the other faction,
Indeed, the Khaplang faction is
widely perceived to have close
hinks with the Indian security
forces and it is no secret that
the Assam Rifles has been
assaciated with the launch of the
latest ceasefire.

Under the 1997 truce, the [-M
and the government and its securi-
ty forces have observed a cessation
of hostilities in the existing state of

galand. There is a Ceasefire
onitoring Group (CFMG}, com-
prising representatives of the Cen-
tre, the state government and the
militant group. This group looks at
the conduct of the ceasefire, brings
to the attention of the other side
what it regards as violations and
secks remedies. In addition, there is
another group that is associated
with the framing of ground rules
for the extension of the ceasefire 1o
other states where the NSCN (I-
M) has a presence. Under this
group, the NSCN needs to notify

By SANJOY HAZARIKA

the government of the existence of
VArious ¢amps; no armed move-
ment of militants is allowed within
the ceasefire region and any move-
ment must first be notified to the
government authorities.

At the third level is the political
process, where the govermment’s
representatives hold discussions
with the NSCN (I-M) leadership at
a designated venue to look at the
bricks of a political settlement. The
political process can be made pos-
sible if the other two processes are
working — but also, at a more sig-
nificant level, if Naga civil society
speaks out openly against intimida-
fion, violence and extortion and
clarifies what it seeks in terms of a
settlement.

Recently, I held lengthy discus-
sions with Mr Muivah and Mr Swu
in Bangkok. Although the familiar
rhetoric and suspicions about
India, Indians and Indian motives
still swirls around, one also found

IN BRIEF ——

» The NSCN (I-M)’s position is
that the ceasefire process is
separate from the land issue

+ The prganisation is prepared
to assure India of the security
of its horders

¢ The PM must nominate a
senior leader to the
negotiating team

them firm on their goals vet open
and flexible. They were prepared to
understand the difficulties of the
Indian government and that of its
leaders. But they also have a point
when asking for reciprocity.

There were several significant
positive points which emerged
from these conversations. One,
while aware of the limitations of
the government, they want the
talks to be upgraded to that of a se-
nior politician representing the
prime minister. In the past yeats,
Swaraj Kaushal, the former lt-gov-
ernor of Mizoram who had a role
in shaping the Mizoram peace ac-
cord of 1986, was the prime minis-
ter’s representative until he had a
falling out with the powers that
be and was regarded as having
exceeded his brief.

Two, the talks have been ham-
pered by the arrest of Mt Muivah
in Bangkok in January 2000 for
travelling on a fake passport. He is
currently out of prison but one case
against him continues and he is not
at hberty to iravel out of Thailand

nor does he apparently have a
genuine travel document.

Three, Mr Muivah and Mr Swu
categorically stated that the cease-
fire, when extended to other re-
gions in the North East where the
NSCN (I-M) was active, would not
meail a concession of those lands
to any Naga homeland, which
some call Nagalim, by these states.
It was explained to them that cven
redrawing the boundaries of exist-
ing states within tire Indian Union
would be & very difficult task be-
cause of the political sensittvities of
the issue. The Naga leaders af-
firmed strongly that the ceasefire
process was separate from the issue
of land and both questions had 1o
be discussed separately.

Four, Mr Muivah regarded a pos-
sible ceasefire between the govern-
ment and the Khaplang group as
inimical to them. However, the lat-
est announcement by the govern-
ment on this ceasefire mdicates
that the Khaplang group will be re-
strained from any action against
other armed groups and also re-
stricted to specific camps where
they will be located. This frame-
work of control! should be enough
to satisfy the I-M that their rivals
cannot turn their fire against them
and that this is, fruly, a move for en-
larging the space for peace in the
North East. However, much de-
pends on how the government is
able to keep the Khaplang group
and the state government i check.

Five, the NSCN (I-M) is pre-
pared to assure India of its security
on its borders, citing how (t refused
to attack Indian forces during the
Kargil conflict as evidence of its
sense of honour.

Finally, I found the “coilective
leadership”, which is how Mr
Muivah and Mr Swu are described
in their organisation’s parlance,
prepared to respond to a meaning-
ful gesture from the government’s
side, especially at the level of the
prime ninister.

First, Atal Bebarl Vajpayee must
nominate without further delay a
senior politicai leader, who has his
confidence and negotiating skills,
te the negotiating team. Second, he
must make a major statement of
reconciliation, one that only he is
uniquely placed to make, that will
reach out to the Naga people, a
people of great valour and
dignity, secking a long-term
settlement that meets the concerns
of all sides, honours all those

who have died for causes dear tp
their heart, seeks unity and ensures
an end 1o bloodshed.

(HE TEMES OF liier




P.P. Singh
GUWAHAT| 2 MAY
SO FAR, at least 18 people,
inctuding BJP candidate for
Dibrugarh Jayanta Dutta, have
been killed in pre-poll violence in
Assam since the poll process start-
ed in the state on April 4 this year,

Thirty-four persons have also
been seriously injured, incduding
AGP candidate from Barpeta
Kumar Dipak Das, DGP H.K. Deka
stated here on Wednesday.

Mr Deka, while addressing
the media, stated that they had
had prior intelligence reports on
Ulfa and NDFB making AGP and
BJP candidates and partymen
their targets. They had intensified
security covers for candidates and
the various party offices.

He also said that on April 30,
they had reviewed the situation
under the Unified Command. A
re-deployment of troops had been
.discussed and they had deployed
§=300 cplumns to ensure free and

18 AGP, BWWorke

in Assam pre-poll iolence J

fair polling in the state on May 10.

He said that since April 4,
there had been 174 poll-related
incidents of violence, in which 34
people had been killed, including
political workers, poll officials,
police,  security  personnel,
onlockers and extrernists and 129
people had been injured.

He said they had also recov-
ered 94 weapons with 476 rounds
of ammunition and 99 explosives,
detonators, grenades, bombs efc.
They had arrested 867 persons in
connection with these incidents.

Additional DGP (operations)
G.M. Srivastava, who had also
been present at the press confer-
ence, said 25 more companies of
paramilitary forces were being
sent to the state for the polls.
Some units of the Army were also
coming, but they would be used
mainly for counter-insurgency
operations. Mr Srivastava said the
Army would not be deployed for
the security of candidates or

l

s\killed

,qu(,,

polling stations.

Later, while talking to this
correspondent, the DGP said that
on Wednesday morning, he had
had a telephonic discussion with
CEC M.S. Gill, who had assured
him that all possible help for
maintaining law and order would
be extended. He also promised
some additional troops to ensure
free and fair polls.

But when asked i these
killings could have been averted if
they had held the polls in three or
at least two phases, as demanded,
Mr Deka refused to comment.

Meanwhile, chief minister.
and AGP president PK. Mahanta
made a trip to Dibrugarh on
Wednesday to take stock of the
situation there after Tuesday's
killings, in which five persons
were gunned down by armed Ulfa
militants. While addressing a
meeting here, Mr Mahanta con-
demned the role of Congress j
the entire episode. V74 }m
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 2 MAY
TAKING A serious view of the
killing of BJP's Dibrugarh nomi-
nee by suspected Ula militants on
Tuesday, the Centre has rushed

additional paramilitary forces to

Assam and deployed more army

units along the Indo-Bhutan bor-
der to check the Ulfa’s designs to
vitiate the poll process.”

At a meeting held here on
Wednesday to review the security
scenario in Assam in view of the
killing/attacking of BJP and AGP
activists by the Ulla militants, the
Union home¢ ministry, in consul-
tation with the defence ministry
and central para-military forces,
decided to deploy additional units
of the Army in the vulnerable

areas in the state for counter-mil-

itancy operations and for sealing
the international borders with
Bhutan te check armed infiltra-
tion/exfiltration.

The Cenire’s decision to
intensify area dominance by the
security forces in parts of Assam
bardering Bhutan has been neces-
sitated by the fact that both the

. Ulfa and NDFB are running

camps in Bhutan and use its bor-
der with India to infiltrate armed
militants into Assam.

The depioyment of additional
companies of the CRPF to the
trouble spots in the state was con-
firmed on Wednesday by Chief
Election Commissioner M.S. Gill
who also reviewed the poll
arrangements in the five election-
bound states at a full commisston
meeting here on Wednesday.

/. /Centre rushes ad 1t10n@l o
‘paramilitary units

o Assam

Home secretary Kainal
Pande has assured me he would
ensure that additional central
forces are immediately
desparched to Assam,” Mr Gill
told newspersons after the meet-
ing.

The Ulfa has gunned down a
BJP candidate and injured the
AGP nominee in Barpeta, apart
from killing 10 activists of the two
allies and attacking the AGP’s
office in Dispur which is a stone
throw’s away from the chief min-
ister's residence. Mr Gill, com-
menfing on the spate of violence
in the state, said he spoke 10 the
state chief electoral officer and
DGP who assured him that they
are “confident” the elections
would be held and thar “there
was no cause for panic.” e
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assembly elections. Already a dozen peo-
ple, including the BIP candidate for Dibru-

garh, Jayanta Dutta, have been killed and mary, in- .

cluding the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) candidate
for Barpeta, Kumar Dipak Das, severely injured.

- An abortive bid was also made on the life of chief
minister and AGP chief, PK. Mihanta, when a
bomb blast occurred outside the AGP office where
the chief minister was to pass by. The situation has
come tosuch a pass that the AGP has beenforced to
impose a ‘sunset ban’ on campaigning by its candi-
dates and workers. Not only that, the party has also
sent an SOS to the chief election commissioner to
use his authority to ensure a free and fair poll. But
how on earth can the Election Commission ensurc
such a poll if the Central and state governments are
unable to ensure law and order” As it is, the AGPis
the'ruling party in the state and its partmer, the BJE at
the Centre. All the forces that the Election Com-
mission will be able to deploy are alrcady under
their command. If Union Home Minister LK. Ad-
vani has reasons to blame the Congress-ULFA
nexus for the violent incidents, he is duty bound 1o
take action against them. Similarly. far from send-
ing an SOS to the EC, Mahanta should activate the
law and order machinery under his command to
come down heavily on those who threaten violence
and vitiate the election atmosphere.

The campaign so far suggests that the AGP
government has not been truthful in portraying
the ULFA as a spent force. All those reports of
surrender of ULFA cadres do not seem to have

Qﬁf“ Assam in flames /.

Don’t SOS the EC, just tighten law and order [

SSAM is witnessing one of its most violent”

/7

made any impact on the ground situatiory The
Ppresent situatior in the state also proves the BIP’s
favourite argument until it decided to team up
with the AGP a couple of weeks ago mainly to pre-
vent the Congress from enjoying a walkover that
the AGP government had miserably failed on the
law and order front. The point to be noted is that
whatever may be the present size and appeal of
ULEA, it has been able to terrorise the rubing party |
to impose its ‘sunsei ban’,

Whiie the primary responsibility of law and or-
der rests with the state government, doubts will
linger in the minds of the people as to why ULFA
has been targeting only the AGP and the BJP. An
inquiry alone will prove the Union home minis- |
ter’s charge that the Congress is hand in glove with
the ULFA. Given the fact that in the past the party
has benefited from ULFA's recourse to viclence as
in the 1998 elections to the Lok Sabha, the party |
will have to do a lot of explaining on its links with
the secessionist organisation. The Congress
should not forget that ULFA has proved itself to

-be one of the most ruthless secessionist organisa-

|
tions. In fact, there is a body of public opinion ’
which believes that ULFA could not have thrived
without the tacit support of some sections of the -
ruling party. Whether it is because of its realisation
that the AGP is unlikely to return to power that it
has hitched its wagon to the Congress or not is a
matter of speculation. Whatever be the case, the
Central and state governments owe it to the pecple
of Assam to tighten law and order and ensure that

they are able to vote in a free and fair manner.
! s

INDIAN EXPREGL

: MR 2@1



“Two more killed

in Assam NS
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, May 2. — Suspected Ulfa militants struck agsin
late last night, killing two persons in Nalbari and Kamrup dis-
tricts.

The ultras fired at a Congress office at Ghagrapar, Nalbari, kill-

. ing a tea vendor. At Rangiya, Kamrup, a person died when a Sa-

mata Party vehicle came under attack. He was looking after the
vehicle's public address system.
Police advice: The Assam police has advised the candidates
and their supporters not to move around after dusk. Seventeen
people, including the BJP candidate for Dibrugarh, Mr Jayanta
Dutta, have been killed by militants since the Assembly polls
were notified. “It’s difficult to provide security in the dark, but if
they still want to campaign, we'll sanitise the area beforehand,”
the DGP, Mr Hare Krishna Deka, said today.

He said intelligence reports had indicated that the National
Demaocratic Front of Bedoland and the Ulfa would target the
AGP-BJP “for reasons best known to them.”

“An analysis of the incidents taken place so far reveais the Ulfa
is behind most of these. It has gone against candidates and impor-
tant leaders of the BJP-AGP in an organised way.”

The DGP said security arrangements for candidates and other
leaders have been reviewed. “We've decided to augment security
for them and their offices.” The candidates and their supporters
are being briefed on the precautionary measures to be taken
while travelling from one place to another and attending rallies.

Mr LK Advani, during his visit to Assam, had said the Ulfa had
asked its cadres to obtain written undertaking from Congress
candidates that if the party came to power it would not oppose
the outfit’s activities and accept the Ulfa's goal.

The outfit had also instructed its cadres kill and kidnap work-
ers of the AGP and BJP and attack security forces from 1 May.

8 On page 2: BJP on the backfoot; Violence boomerany
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/ WELGOME TRUCE \

* But Delhi gt also end Hatricdal iljngs

HE Centre’s deciration of a ceasefire with the plang
faction of the Natidpal Socialist Council of Nagaland was
a mere formality. Secyrity forces and the Khaplang faction
had mutually suspended operations against each other for
about three years. If Delhi took so long to decide, it was
possibly because it did not want to offend the rival faction led
by Isak Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah which claimed to be
- sole spokestnan for the Nagas and was against involvement of
others in the negotiations. The Centre has apparently surren-
dered to pressure from the Naga Hoho, NGOs, church leaders
and various private organisation which believe that unless all
warring groups are brought under one umbrelta the current
talks will be meaningless. Khaplang’s importance cannot be
ignored. When all other groups were for talks, Khaplang
¢ congistently refused to sue for peace and this led to the split
in the NSCN in 1988. It is desirable to bring the third group
— the Naga National Council, the parent body — under the
truce. Nagaland, however, will continue to be tense unless
both NSCN factions stop fratricidal killings.

The NSCN-IM’s activities in Nagaland have stopped but its
cadres continue to play havac in the hills of Mampur by not
allowing oil tankers tc pass through the area or burning
vehicles as punishment for non-payment of what is described
as “agreed money”. Surprisingly, the Centre did not think it
necessary to renew the unilateral ceasefire by the Manipur
government. Although no insurgent groups reciprocated the
gesture, something must be done. The comparative lull in
ethnic clashes was broken last month when five Kukis were
murdered. The NSCN-IM has denied involvement but there
is little doubt that the newly-floated Kuki National Army is
being helped by them.. The KRA’s main objective appears to
be revenge against their own people who had betrayed them
in the last assembly elections. Such terror tactics must he
nipped in the bud to restore harmony in the hillsy P '
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/Cong slams Advani

for Ulfa taint
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HT Correspondent
Guwahati, May 1

THE CONGRESS on Tuesday
reacted sharply to Union Home
Minister L K Advani’'s com-
ments linking the party to the
banned United Liberation Front
of Assam.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, senior Congress leader and
the Assam AICC observer Kamal
Nath stated that Advani’s state-
ments were unbecoming of his
position. He also added that the
violence against AGP workers in
the past few days was a conspir-
acy of the AGP-BJP combine to
divert the attention of the peopie
from the misrule of the AGP.

On Monday, the Union Home
Minister had asked the Congress
to stop encouraging the Ulfa and
come ¢lean on its links with the
banned outfit, He had also stated
that the Ulfa was supporting the
Congress in the.coming elec-
tions.

“Perhaps Advani has forgot-

£ASTERN FROJECTIONS FHOTD
Kamal Nath addresses reporters at Guwahati on Tuesday.

tenl that he is the Home Minister
and the AGP is the ruling purty
in Assam. If thev fail to provide
security to their workers, one
can only imagine what will hap-
pen to the common peaple,” said
Kamal Nath.

The Congress leader strongly
refuted Advani's charges and
denied anv iink with the ULFA.
“The Congress condemns all
sort of killings. T we are voted
to power, we will do our best to
solve the militancy problem both
politically and from the security
point of view,” said Nath.

“The Congress is concerned
about the AGP-BJP plan to use
the security forces to disrupt
polling in Assam,” said Nath.
He, however, did not elaborate on
the matter.

Nath dubbed Advani's party
as communal and said it was a
threat to the coinmunal harmo-
ny in the socicty. “The BJP sym-
holises communalis and is a
threat to society,” gaid the Con-

gress leader. _/)
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

" GUWAHATI, May 1. - Suspec-

ted Ulfa militants gunned
down the BJP candidate for the

Dibrugarh Assembly constitu-
" ency and a general secretary of

the party’s Assam unit, Mr
Jayanta Dutta, and five others,
including two AGP workers
and a constable, and injured
eight in three separate inci-

i dents in Dibrugarh and Dhubri

districts this evening.

Police said that about half a
dozen militants, who came in
a Tata Sumo, fired indiscrim-
inately at the BJP office at
Sonaripatti in the heart of
Dibrugarh town when Mr
Dutta was coming down from
the first floor around 8.30

p.m.
Mr Dutta and eight others
were injured in the firing, Mr
Dutta and two BJP workers,
Mr

Mr Biren Phukan d
Prashanta Gogol,-died of the
injuries at t ssam Medical

‘Ulfa guns down
BJP candidate,
- five others

9 b Ly
College Hospltal Six . others,
including four policemen,
were being ireated at the hos-
pital.

Almost simultaneously, two
militants walked up to the
AGP office at Chowkidinghee
in the town and fired at it,
killing a party worker, Mr
Thaneswar Buragohain, and
a constable, Mr Narayan Di-
hingiya, on the spot.

| Ulfa fear haunts AGP

supporters, page 2

In the third incident at Blla-
sipara in Dhubri district, Ulfa
militants gunned down one
AGP worker and injured two
others.

Details of the incident were
awaited.

A former president of the As-
sam ynil of the BJP, Mr Nar-
ayan Borkotoky, said Mr Dut-
ta had made immense contri-
bution to the growth of the
party in Assam.

Before today’s incidents, Ul-
fa had killed seven AGP
workers and injured many in
a string of incidents begin-
ning 18 April.

The AGP has accused the
Congress of being in league
with the Ulfa in the attacks
on the AGP,

The Ulfa has made it clear
that it was against the BJP
and AGP because the two
were trying to spread the “ve-
nom of communalism” in the
gtate, The Ulfa has also said

. it was not going to favour ary

party that supported the “In-
dian occupation” of Assam.
According to an Army
spokesman, large reinforce-
ments of the Army and para-
military forces were being
moved in to sensitive areas {o
ensure an environment for
free and fair election.
At least 300 columns of se-
curity forces would cover the™

entire state during elpetions,
he aeid.



ING QUANDARY

ment on Aasu polmcally motivated

ised to have the army withdrawn if his party
came to power. He had to eat crow within days of assuming
office. This time round he is cautious, saying his party will
not use troops to contain insurgency but at the same time, re-
double its efforts to end the menace. This cannot be taken
seriously considering the ruling party has not fulfilled most
election pledges, one being to seize all illegal arms within
three months. Assembly elections are a high peint for parties
to make promises and exchange pleasantries with partners.
- Neither the AGP nor the BJP was sure of their strength so
they came together. Aligning with the party in power in Delhi
has an advantage and Mahanta is optimistic of a clear
verdict. Yet he seems to feel uneasy. Perhaps the fears stem
. from desertions from both parties, triggered by the alliance,
or that he thinks the Congress prospects have improved.
Things came to such a pass that rebels floated the Asom BJP
* and central leaders had to go to Assam to suppress the revolt.
_ Thankfully, the misunderstanding has been sorted out. Ulfa
activists’ recent attacks are indications of things to come. But
that will be a mistake. The renewed atmosphere of hate
leaves voters in a quandary.
What is somewhat surprising was LK Advani’s statement
that the Aasu movement against foreign nationals was one of
_the most peaceful, No one can forget the massacre of nearly
2,000 Bangladeshis at Nellie in 1982, a tragedy which
occurred when Aasu was riding the wave against illegal
migrants. Even admitting that Advani has reason to justify
_ his apparently political comment, would he care to expliin
why government waited for 19 years to say so?
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