/. BODO AMBIGUIT?Y
Gy

A spirit of give-and-take helps A\

HE Al Bodo Students’ Union and the Bode People’s Ac-
tion Committee spearheading the movement for a sepa-
rate state should stop confusing their followers by their incen-
sistent stand on the demand. Their slogan before aligning
with the Azom Gana Parishad for the assembly elections was
“No Bodoland, no rest”, but now they maintain that since the
ruling party is against further vivisection of the state, they
will not raise the issue for as long as they remain pariners.
This appears to be a mere obiter dictum; Absu adviser UG
Brahma later clarified that it was not a conditional com-
mitment and that the party had not abandened the demand
for a separate state. Even more confusing was AGP minister
CM Patowary’s explanation that two sides would negotiate on
~ the demand after the elections. The broad conclusion drawn
. is that the Bodos will have a separate entity, after all. In view
" of the AGP categorically ruling out a separate state for so
long, this is a reversal of its earlier policy. The climate of hate
~ against the Assamese seems to have changed overnight. In
fact, the AGP-BJP alliance is reportediy agreeable to Absu’s
call that the two parties’ come together, the objective being to
defeat the Congress. Every move is dictated by expediency.
The AGP has to do some tightrope walking o create a
separate state. Many villages in the region do not bave a Bodo
majority and outsiders far outnumber indigenous people.
Their interests must be protected. Besides, the security
aspect, particularly along the international border with
Bhutan, has to be taken into accouni while conceding more
villages, But if Bodo aspirations can be met in a spirit of give
and take and helps restore peace and harmaony, it is
worthwhile. It must he remembered that the economic weli-
being of most North-east states depends on the uninterrapted
flow of traffic along the vital north bank cm-ridor/./ ’
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LCentre, NSCNK
‘1\*07\ declar_emw
P ,\ ceasefire

" By Pur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28. The prospects
of peace in strife-torn Nagaland
brightened today with the Gov-
ernment entering into a formal
ceasefire agreement with the Kha-
plang group af the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-K). It already has a four-
year-old ceasefire with the other
NSCN faction led by Isak Swu and
T. Muivah.

The agreement followed per-
sistent demands by the public,
NGOs, church leaders and the
State Government involving other
militant Naga groups apart from
the NSCN (I-M) in thc peace
pracess. Of late, Nagaland has
been witness to “peace rallies”
with the latest being a 15,000-
strong gathering in the border
district of Tuensang.

In a statement, the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
sajd the ceasefire would be in
force for one year with effect from

. April 28. “The Government of In-
. dia hopes this would enlarge the
area of peace in Nagaland. This
! would also meet the long-stand-
ing demand of the people of Na-
galand for entering into A
ceasefire with this group.”

Briefing reporters, the Addi-
tional Secretary in the Home Min-
istry, Dr. P. D. Shenoy, said the
ground rules specified that the
truce was limited to Nagaland. As
in the case of the NSCN (I-M], ‘
there would be a ceasefire mon-
itoring board (CFMB) comprising/
five representatives of the Central
and state governments and others
from the NSCN {Kbaplang).

iA positive step’: Page 8-
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" golving the burning issues. “They are only interested in self-

l | was born in the crucible of the six-year long foreigners agita-
tion led by the students’ body, for the party’s growing distance

|

Aasu for Army |
deployment on

|
|

Bangla border |

L Y PN
-\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE () v 9%"’ a

GUWAH/A@,\irﬂ 28. — The skirmish on the Indo-Bangla-
desh border last week has given the All Assam Students’ Un-
{on fresh reason to raise the foreigners issue and it today de-
manded Army’s role in resolving ‘the issue.

The premiere students’ organisation has submitted a mem-
orandum to the President demanding that Army be deployed
on the Indo-Bangladesh border to prevent infiltration and
said that if the demand were not met then it would call a
statewide bandh on 2 May. -

Addressing the press conference, Aasu president Mr
Amiya Bhuyan said that the Army should be armed with
shoot-at-sight orders. He caid that the men in uniform
should also be used to drive out foreigners illegally residing
in Assam. ‘ ;

Mr Samujjal Bhattacharyya, advisor to Aasu, said that the !
Assam accord stipulated preventing infiltration in any man-
ner. “It implies, therefore, that the security forces can also
shoot if necessary to prevent infiltration,” he said.

If the accord had been implemented properly minions :
Bangladesh would not have dared to do what it did, he '
said.
He said that the BSF had failed to deliver and needed to be
replaced by the army. .

“The way the Centre i3 neglecting the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der suggests that thereis a conspiracy to hand over Assam t0
Bangladesh on a platter,” he said. :

The Aasu has also asked all political parties to make their
stand clear on the foreigners issue and other issues like edu- ;
cation, flood and erosion, reservation of seats for the indige-
nous people, corruption etc.

Mr Bhuyan said no party was showing any interest in re-

aggrandisement. . |
The Aasu leaders were especially harsh on the AGP, which

from the cause it had once held close to its heart and for which
reason the party had first come to power in 1985. ‘
The AGP, which had ance burnt copies of the controversial
IMDT Act demanding its repeal, has not even cared to men- i
tion the demand in its manifesto this time. ‘
The party has devoted just one small paragraph on the for-
eigners issue.



No bed of

VERYTHING in Manipur

seems to be in a shambles,

All development work has

come to a standstill, petrol
and diesel pumps have been dry
since January and kerosene is
scarce. (Government employees
naver't been paid since February,
Catholic schools are closed followAng
extortion nolices by insurgents, and
most non-local staff have left. There
are no dripnking water facilities
despite the commissioning some
years ago of the Singda dam which
was to have met the needs of greater
Imphal. Not only is the power
supply from the 105-MW Loktak
hydel project erratic, there are
power cuts for as many as 20 hours
a day.

Yince June last year, no Hindi films
have been screened in keeping with
" the ban imposed by the People's
Liberation Army, which oversaw the
destruction of all Hindi CDs and
cassettes. So great is the fear that
during a recent Hindu religious
procession, hymns and incantations
were rendered in Manipuri by hired
local artistes.

There are no job opportunities for
the thousands of fresh graduates
colleges churn out every year.
Corruption has rotted every strata
of society. With the government
heing the biggest employer — it has
88,000 personnel on the roster —
the current rate for securing a job is
said to range between Rg 1.5-3 lakh.
Should you happen to hire a cycle-
rickshaw driven by a young man
with his face half masked, the
chances are he is a graduate who'd
rather hide his face than risk
recognition by family and friends.
Many graduates operate auto-
yvickshawg, an indication of the
desperation among the educated
unemployed.

The government wants young
people to come forward and "start
industries and avail of facilities" but
little is being dome to slimulate
growth, Getting things dohe means
passing money under the tlable.
Altogether 772 entrepreneurs
reportedly depesited Rs 63.8 lakh
with the commerce and industries
department for supply of equipment

(v

N

Radhabinod Koijam
might have fulfilled a
long-cherished desire

to become chief

minister but the
Manipur he oversees

today is in the
doldrums. And New

Delhi now calls the

shots, writes .
JB LAMA A&ﬁg

A

at subsidised rates from the Centre
but, till mid-April, Rs 48.6 lakh was
still lying with the department.

In the hills, the insurgenis hold
sway. The stretch between Mac and
Karong .on the vital Dimapur-
Imphal highway is practically under
the control of the Isak-Muivah
faction of the National Socialist
Counci) of Nagalim and the valley-
based Kanglei Yaon Kanna Lup
{Qken}, Since December last year,
their cadres have burnt 25 oil-laden
tankers because the “"agreed tax"
wasn't paid. Oil transporters say
they had been paying their annual
tax but couldn't put up with the
demands of the other factions as
well, In Nagaland — where the
ceasefire is In force — oil tanker
drivers aren't harassed.

The previous Nipamacha Singh
government paid Rs 2 lakh as
compensation for every tanker
burnt or destroyed but chief
minister Radhabinod Koijam has
refused, arguing that since the
government is a mere consumer the
Indian Oil Corporation must pay the
compensation. The stand-off with

roses

'l

the transporters continues following
the demand to increase the rate of
compensation to Rs 3 lakh. The
government is hard put to build a
buffer stock before the monsoon.

T is Inconceivable why the Nipa-
macha Singh government decided 1o
implement the Fifth Pay Commis-
sion recommendations when his
government had no money to meet
pensioners’ and government
employees' arrears. [t was a populist
move to get votes in the last Lok
Sabha elections.

Except for Arunachal Pradesh, no
North-eastern states implemented
the Commission's recommenda-
tions. Nipamacha's move entailed
an additional burden and Manipur
needs Rs 72 crore every month to
pay salaries and pensions, compared
to the earlier Rs 35 crore. 'Tu make
ends meet, it has to depend entively
on the Centre which released only
Rs 100 crore last month -- Rs 100
crore less than promised. The state
already has an overdraft of Rs 400
crore which the Centre is unlikely to
wajve.

©ne way to ease the burden is for
Koijam to keep the Nipamacha
Singh decision in abeyance, but
would state government employees
agroee? They ave already agitated
over the cut in their Travelling and
Dearness Allowances.

As a matter of fact, Nipamacha
Singh sold both body and soul when
he committed himself to a 26-point
Action Plan which, among others
issues, ineludes containing
militancy and tening up the
administration. This he did to stay
in power since his administration
was on the verge of collapse. Now
the responsibility of implementing
the time-baund plan resls with
Koijam. The Centre will dele out
money afier assessing the progress,
apparently a contrived move to put
Manipur under its contral.

About the first thing a beleaguered
Koijam did after meeting central
leaders was to order the termination
of the services of 2,581 employees
who were appointed two years ago
in violation of the memorandum of
understanding reached between the
state and Central government.

HE STATESNAN
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The wrechage ot some of the oil tankers hurnt by Manipur insurgents between Mao and Karong on NH 39 at regular intervals

between December and March. — Yumnam Rupachandra

Gauhati High Court, however,
stayed the divective and the matter
has now bheen referred to the
Attorney-General.

The parenis of prospeciive job-
seekers were said to have sold their
land to get employmentl for their
children, There s a feeling that it
will be unfair to punish the
employees for no fauli of theirs, and
that those ministers and officials
responsible for appointing them,
allegedly for a consideration, should
not be allowed to go scot free. Most
of the "bribe-takers” are part of the
Koijam ministry. _
Even the Manipur Human Righis
Commission faces the Dbleak
prospect of being disbanded. For
four manths, members haven't
recoived their honorariuvm and 14
clerical workers haven't got their
salaries for seven months. Perhaps
the inotention is to cause the
commission to implode.

One wonders how Koijam will
conduct an invesligation into the

alleged minister/legislator-
insurgent nexus., Theve {8 no
denying that most of  the

government employces ungrudging-
Iy contribute o the rebels' welfare.
Koijam is also  extremely
cireumspect about restoring the
screening of Hindi films in cinemas
and on cable TV, part of the action
plan, The decline of his political
authorily was evident from his
inabilily to convince the Centre to
extend the unilateral ceascfire by
another meontk, That insurgent
proups rejecled this is hosides the
point. Perhaps the insurgents will
think twice before accepting any
such offer in future.

Instead of issuing appeals to
Catholic school authoritics to open,
the government must recognise
their predicament and intervene
because the Hiture of 15,000
students is invelved, After all,
extortion by insurgents is not a new
phenomenorn, but the line must be
drawn when basic education is

sought to he tampered with.

The state's plea for more Central
assistance may be justified but the

administration should also go all
out to improve tax collections .
excise and income. Much can be
earned from the power sectar if only
the loopholes are plugged. [llegal
tapping and tampering of meters is
rampant. Only 26 per cent of
consumers are said 1o pay their bills
regularly. :

Surprisingly, Manipuris take these
hardships in their stride. After all,
{heir's is Hoebson's chaice — they
cannot gpeak against the insurgents
and it is peintless turning to the
gavernment for succour. As for
Koijam, he might have fulfilled a
long-cherished dream of becoming
chief minister only to realise soon
enough that it isn't a bed of ruses.

{The puthor is a veteran journalist
who retired from The Statesman

and comments regularly on North-
east affairs.)



Khasis offer help to gua\r/d
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. SHILLONG, April 22. - Traditional Khasi
Syiem (king), Myntris (ministers) and Rong-
bahsnong (headman) have demanded the Cen-
tre to allow their “durbar” to raise “peoples ar-
my” to assist the BSF personnel in protecting
the Indo-Bangla border at Meghalaya sector.

" Feeling humiliated after the Pyrdiwah village
incident, in which the BDR backed by Bangla-
desh Army stormed the village on April 15 and
rendered about 1200 villagers homeless, the tra-
ditional institutions, have asked the Centre to
resolve the boundary dispute by October next,
failing which they said the matter would be tak-
en to the UN, )

The Raid Mukertilla Durbar {province cover-
ing 100 or more villages) at & meeting held at
Umsyiem village, near Pyrdiwah in East Khasi
hills, yesterday felt that if the Centre allowed
the durbar’s own army to be raised, it would
look after the safety of the people of the border
village as well as the country.

The meeting was attended by Syiem (king) of
Mylliem, Laborious Manik Syiem besides all
chiefs of the border villages, Myntris (minister)
of Khyrim, spokesperson of Khasi traditional in-
stitution, Mr John F Kharshing and a large
number of people.

In the meeting the king expressed concern over
the lack of promptness by the Centre in restor-
ing Pyrdiwah from the Bangladeshis and the
state government's negligence towards the vic-
tims adding that such slackness on the part of

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
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Indo-Bangla border

the govern,rlf;:“f} mainly forced the frustrated .
people to go underground. He clearly said “do .
not make me join the outlawed Hynniewtrep
National Liberation Council (hnle)™.

In yesterday's meeting, the durbar refused to
accept the external affair ministry’s version
that only 6.5 km of the total 4000 km Inde-Ban-
gla border remained disputed.

They said the Centre would be held responsi-
ble for any kind of reeurrence of the Pyrdiwah
incident. At the same time they condemned the
Centre for going soft on the neighbouring coun-
try which had brutally killed 16 BSF men in vi-
olation to the existing internal norms. ;

Mr Kharshing today said that the local Durbar
should also be taken as a third party in any dis-
cussion held between the two countries for solv-
ing the dispute.

Mr Kharshing said the pillars meant for de-
marcation of areas were not correctly erected
and that the border people had enough docu- -
ments to prove that the pillars should have been
actually posted 25 km more inside Bangladesh’s
barder. “The people are keeping ali the papers
hoping that a day will come when they will get
back their land” : he said.

The meeting also urged the Centre to immedi-
ately strengthen the border security and issue
shoot- at- sight order for averting any more con-
frontation.

In another resolution, the Durbar also urged
the Centre not to allow any more excavation of
sand and bolders along the river Umgot Rpt
Umgot. : .

THE STATESMAR



Centre, NSCN-

decide on truce w

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

CHAKABAMA (Nagaland),
I April 21. — The Centre and
- NSCN (K) have decided on a
| ceasefire, to be implemented
in a couple of days, to broaden
’the scope of ongoing peace
- talks in Nagaland.
“All formalities of ceasefire

ground rules were being final-
( 1sed and the formal deal be-
'tween two sides would be
struck within two to three
days,” the GOC, Nagaland,
‘ Maj Gen RN Kapur said yes-
terday.

i The GOC, who visited Cha-
| kabama in Phek district, dis-
counted fears expresaed in
|certa1n quarters that exten-
i sion of ceasefire to other Naga
i putfits would complicate the
+ peace talks between the Cen-
i tre and NSCN (I-M).

Maj Gen Kapur also refuted

the allegation by the NSCN (I-
M} that the security forces had

rovided security to top
NSCN(K) leaders. He said
they have accorded “incidental
security” cover to all groups,
including government officials
and the general public,

He asserted that it was the
duty of security forces to pro-
vide incidental security cover
to all citizens, but denied hav-
ing offered “personal security’
to any one.

Maj Gen Kapur said the se-
curity forces even provided in-
cidental security to NSCN (I-
M) ceasefire monitoring cell,
located at Dimapur, to pre-
empt any chance incident.

The GOC said identity cards
would be issued to 60 NSCN (I-
M) activists to further consoli-
date the peace process and the
outfit had been asked to fur-
nigh the list of such persons.

Maj Gen Kapur asserted nei-
ther the security forces nor
the NSCN (I-M) could afford
te pull out from the current

ceagefire as such action would |
be against the wishes of Naga
people, adding the govern-
ment forces would honour the |

ceasefire ground rules at any |
cost. But he asserted that se- |
curity forces would enforce |

the ground rules if they found

that the agreed conditions :

-were being violated by the

other party.
His observations came in the

backdrop of mounting eriti- .
cism on the continuation of |
the ceasefire when both se- !

curity forces and the NSCN

{I-M) have huried allegations |

of ceasefire violations at each
other., Maj Gen Kapur said
the question of abrogating the
truce by either side was “next

to impossible”.
V74
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SICKLY SILENCF
uf\f%rg\[]oes the North-East count?

s veagon to appreciate the government’s restraint
in dealing with the serious provocation on the north-
eastern frontier, though a time may come when our men in
uniform manning the borders will begin to question why so
Kttle value is attached to their lives. What must cause dismay
in the lack of reaction in political circles to a potentially ex-
plosive set of facts. By no stretch of the imagination could
that virtual silence be explained as calculated to avoid fael-
ling an already tense situation. Opposition parties have
seldom displayed that brand of maturity and lose no
opportunity to jump around over anything that might project
the government of the day in peor light. Nor can it he put
down to an understanding of the domestic currents in
Bangladesh. If that were aceepted as an excuse of sorts there
would be ne grounds for condemning the assistance the
militants operating in Jammu and Kashmir receive from
across the western border. Hence the indifference that was
displayed betrays a lot in terms of attitude.

To start with it indicates a realisation that the political
gains from making an issue of it were far less than from
contimiuing to beat other and more explosive drums. It also
shows how the nation at large has come to live with violence
and death and that it should be police or military personnel
makes no difference. But this was not just another routine
clash that has unfortunately tecome accepted along the
frontiers, it was an attempt to alter the configuration of the
frontier through the use of force at the instance of
fundamentalists. No self-respecting nation can treat such
provecation lightly. The worst facet of this distressing event
is the casualness that has come to extend the physical and
emotional “distance” that separates the North East from the
country’s palitical heartland Had there been a similar
intrusion across the Bajasthan, Punjab or Gujarat borders all
hell would have been raised ~ and not simply because the
mischief would have been Pakistani in origin. Each of those
states has the numbers in Parliament that makes
development there a factor in national-politics. The “seven
sisters” do not add up to even a Cindepdlla. This latest display
of unconcern will anly add to the feeling of neglect.

. -
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POLL SCENE IN ASSAM iV,

HE REALIGNMENT OF forces in Assam, taking
lace as it did just as the poll process was initi-
ted, has brought about some far-reaching
hanges in the political scenario. The ruling
som Gana Parishad [AGP) that faced a concert-
ed atrack from several quarters — the Congress
(I} and the BJP in particular — has now managed
to have not just the BJP as its ally but even the All
Bodo Students Union {ABSU) whose ranks were
involved in fighting the AGP cadres in the streets
all these years. The ABSU, with its demand for a
separate Bodoland, was seen as a serious chal-
lenger not just to the AGP hut also to the civil
administration. The violent means its ranks had
used in the course of the agitation as well as their

. demand for a separate Bodoland was one of the

| serious challenges faced by the Prafulla Mahanta
dispensation in the past few vears. And yet, the
AGP had no compunction in striking a poll eve
alliance with the ABSU. But then, the AGP had
displayed its opportunism even earlier when the
party decided to negotiate an alliance with the
BIP in the State. This was despite the fact that
Mr. Prafufla Mahanta as Chief Minister of Assam
was a key plaver in the United Front that came
into existence in May 1996 with the single-point
programme of keeping the BIP at bay.

Be that as it may, the coming together of the
BIP and the AGP along with such ouifits as the
ABSU has led to a polarisation of forces and the
polls could be a straight contest between the
AGP-BJP-ABSU combine and the Congress(I).
The revolt in the Assam unit of the BIP, with a
seclion in the party floating a regional outfit,
may have its effect. And in this context, the BJP

may have to reconcile itself to the possibility of

its prospects getting affected. And the B[P will
now have to bear the brunt of an anti-incum-
bency sentiment against the Prafulla Mahanta

regime. After all, the BJP's Assam unit ha %een
involved in orchestrating protests against dhe re-
gime all these years. The BJP's decision to set up
a front along with the AGP and the ABSU was
indeed a gamble in this context. But then, there
are areas of agreement between the AGP and the
BJP on certain issues; the two platforms hold
similar views on one jmportant issue — involy-
ing migrants into Assam — that has dominated
the political discourse in Assam over the vears.
The alliance that existed between the AGP and
the Left parties since 1996 was indged a synthetic
one in this context. And it was ogtly natural that
the CPI and the CPI(M) walked gut of the AGP's
fold immediately after Mr. Malfanta’s party tied
up with the BJP.

Given these factors, thé Assembly election
in Assam s a significant event insofar as the
Congress(I) is concerned. The Congress(l) can
now rest assured of emerging as the rallying
point for all those opposed to the sectarian polit-
ical line of the AGP {the members of the minority
community in particular). In addition to this, the
party could look forward to benefit from the an-
ti-incumbency sentiment. After all, the AGP’s
performance in the Lok Sabha elections in 1999
{it drew a blank} could not bur have been an
explession of this sentiment. ln addition to this,
the Congressil) must have managed 1o recover
from the state of shock its ranks were in due to
the demise of Hiteshwar Saikia just on the eve of
the 1996 Assernbly elections when it lost power
to the AGP. The clections in Assam are impor-
fant for the Congress(l) in another scnse too;
among Lhe States that go to polls on May 10,
Assam is the only State tbarring Kerala) where
the party can claim to play a leading roie. Given
these factors, the poll scene in Assam will be
interesting to watch.

THE HINDU
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_;%/Mhanta

again links
Congressﬁf 4
to Ulfa o

HT Correspondent & PT1
Guwahati/s New Delhi, ApriRze

CHIEF MINISTER Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta on Wednesday
said the Congress had proved its
links with the Ulfa by nominar-
ing the outfit’s advocate for the
Assembly elections.

Mahanta was veferring o the
candidature of Gauhati High

Court advocate Nekibur Zaman -
from the Sarukhetri Assembly

constituency on a Congress
ticket.

“Zaman has been handling all
court cases of the banned outfit
for quite 5 long time and his can-
didature by the Congress only
establishes charges that Con-
gress has links with TUlfa.”
Mahanta said.

The Congress would once
again use Ulfa during the clec-
tions. He said AGP supporters in
Nalbari district have been served
warning letters by Ulfa asking
them to refrain from campaign-
ing.

Mahanta also lashed out at
Congress presidgent Tarun Gogoi
and said the man being projected
by the party as the chief ministe-
rial candidate had resorted to
fraudulent practices with his
GWN Party men.

He said Goegol was responsible
for the cancellation of the nomi-
nations of two Congress candi-
dates on Tuesday at Chaygaon
and Hajo.

Mahanta said wrong signa-
rures by the party president on
the nomination papers of
‘hese two candidates denied
‘hem their chances to contest the
Jlecting.

Meanwhile, the BJP also
nday accused the Congress of
ccking the support of “anti-
wational” elements like the Ulfa
1 its quest for power in Assam,
dds PTL

“We have reports that in
«ssam, Congress is working in

tandem with organisations of
Pangladeshi infiltrators, Uifa
and ISI sympathisers to win the
clections,” party  spokesman
Vijay EKuwmar Malhotra 1old
reporters in New Delhi.

He said BJP delegations to the
State had earlier also found that
Congress was seeking the sup-
port of “anti-national elements”
in its political pursuits.

“This is neither proper
nor will it benefit them.” Malho-

tra said. /
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/l%liticians accused
of violating code
of conduct

Wy

COMPLAINTS HAVE been filed
against several politicians for

violating the model code of con- «

duct for the forthcoming may 10
assembly polls in Assam, official
sources said here on Thursday.

The Darrang returning officer
Saniavy Lohin has filed com-
plaints with the police station
drainst State Revenue Minister
Dr Zoii Nath Sarmah. Congress
MP Madhab Rajbongshi, AGP
MLA Hiren Das, AGP's Darrang
district president Arulananda
Goswami and BJP district presi-
dent Hariram Saharia.

The returning officer in his
complaint has alleged that the
leaders have vinlated the mordel
code of conduct by indulging in
wall writing.

The leaders were urged by the
district administration o wipe
out all wall writings but tili date
it has not heen done. The refurn-
ing officer had a video recording
done ot the walls and tiled a com-
plaint with the police.

Police have forwarded the
complaint o State Election
Departmenty Trinamoeol Gana
Parishad leader Atul Bora has
lodged a complaint with the elec-
tion departinent against Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahan-
ta for using elephants, which is
AGP's party symbol, during the
filing of his nominations.

PTI. Guwahati /Li

Bodies Of security personnel killed in an amhbush in West Tripura on Thursday.
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/Gratliti replaces guns'in hamléf

P

L {'
FROM BIDHAYAK DAS \

Pyrdiwah, April 20: Life in
Pyrdiwah village is limping back
to normal. Today, residents led by
the village headman, Poji Non-
grum, visited the area that has
been occupied by the Bangladesh
Rifles and the Bangladesh army
since Sunday evening.

BSF director-general Gu-
rucharan Jagat alsa visited Pyrdi-
wah today. Jagat went to the BSF
outpost in the village after Mahen-
draganj where he had gone to re-
ceive the bodies of the slain BSF
jawans.

Trade along the Dawki-Tama-
bil route continued to remain
paralysed. Superintendent of cus-
toms Apolok Das said even though
the conflict in Pyrdiwah has been
resolved, permission to open
trade could not be given because of
security reasons.

The thousands who have been
rendered homeless are reluctant
to go back. However, chief minis-
ter E.K. Mawlong is hopefut that
theyv will return soon.

DIG VS. Ahlawat said Thurs-
day night passed off peacefully
and the jawans have taken control
of the village. “Henceforth there
will be no violation of the 1975
agreement,” Ahlawat said,

Not a single bullet was fired
and villagers for the first time
after five days could go back to
their village to see their broken
homes. Khajal Lamin, a villager.
sald the sight was “disgusting”.
Most houses, he said, had been
ransacked. They had not even
spared churches and the only
school in the village, he said.

A visit to Pyrdiwah explained
Lamin's disgust. There was graffi-
ti all over the church walls that
read aifa Bongo desh (this is
Bangladesh) and joi Bangla (hail
Bangladesh). Villagers demanded:
“The Bangladeshis will have ta
compensate for this,”

Nongrum said the state gav-
ernment would be asked to convey
their sentiments to the Centre to
tell the Bangladeshi government
to “pay for all that they have done

to the villagers™.

The only thing missing in the
village was the now familiar sight
of BSF jawans with light machine
guns, mortars and shoulder-pro-
pelled rocket faunchers on hill
tops and trenches. Most jawans
have abandoned their positions.
Only the BSF camp has been
strengthened with more men.

‘Two companies of the BSF are
still positioned at Pvrdiwah. while
three have been pulled out. Securi-
tv is being tightened around
neighbouring villages on the bor-
der like Lyngkhatand Umkrem.

T

Y o, l

Villagers flee their homes in Mancachar, Picure by Fastem Projections

The local dorbar of Pyrdiwah.
which falls under Raid Muker-
tilla, is meeting today to take stock
of the situation. The syiermn of
Hima Mylliem, Laborious Manik
Syiem, with other representatives
of Khasi traditional dorbars is
scheduled to attend the meeting.

Representatives of the Federa-
tion of Khasi States said a mes-
sage would be sent to the Centre
that henceforth three instead of
two parties should settie horder
disputes. The villages along the
border, too, have a stake and they
should be involved in any dia-

BTN ;q";,i
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logue  between India  and
Bangladesh, federation spokes-
person John Kharshiing said.

He said the Khasi states borde-
ring Bangladesh do not accept for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh's
statement that only a small por-
tion was disputed and the rest has
been demarcated. “We do nat ac-
cept the demarcated border” e
said.,

Another meeting of the dorbar
of Raij Mukertilla, Hima Khvrim.
will be hefd tomorrow at Umsvi-
em at 10 am. The meeting will he
attended by Manik Syiemn and the

sylem of Khyrim, Balajied Sing
Syiem. After the meeting, the two
syiems will visit the Pyrdiwah.
The state government is con-
tinuing fo supply ration and relief
material to the affected villagers.
Deputy commissioner Lamba Rov
said the district administration is
providing two square meais and
100 grams of sugar to each family;
Roy will visit Pyrdiwah tomor-
row and explore the possibility of
rescttling the villagers by repair-
ing their homes. “In that cade we
may not have to rehabilitafe them
elsewhere,” he said.
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~Assam wants .~
Survey of India

help on 75" "1“ |
border dispute

HT Correspondent C\
New Delhi, April 18 \

THE ASSAM Government wants
the Sarvey of [ndia to ascertain
the actual boundary between
Assam and Nagaland to end a
decade-old dispute.

Rejecting the Attorney-Gener-
al’s suggestion that the tangle
catild be resolved hy a boundary
commission, the Assam Govern-
ment has pleaded in the Suprenmce
Court that the Survey of India be
critrusted with the task of ascer-
faining the actual boundary
between the two States.

The State Government says a
Survey of India team and repre-
sentatives of both the States
should work out the physical
bonndary

The report should he submit-
fed to the Supremne Court for
directions. The Supreme Court,
which was hearing Assam’s suit
today, asked the A-G and Naga-
land Governments te consider
the proposal, ’

The Assam Government had
saught the court’s intfervention
over its forest and revenue-earn-
ing lands which it says are “occu-
pied” by Nagaland. Considering
the nature of the case, a threa-
judge Bench headed by Chief
Justice A S Anand had issued
notice io the A-G for assisting the
court.

Representing the State Gov-
ernment, counsel Vijay Hansaria
told the eourt that the A-G's pro-
pasal for boundary panel to deal
with the dispute was not
acceptable.

He said such a commission,
earlier appointed by the Centre
on more than one occasion, cowld

not solve the prohlem. j
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mmunal ﬂare—ups

cloud Assam polls A

HT Correspondent
CGuweahati, April 18

THREATS OF militant attacks
on pohtical leaders and commu-
nal tlare-ups loom large over
Assam as the State gears up for
Assembly elections next month.

According to  top police
sources, militant outfits may
vesart to attacks on politicians
hefore the polls.

They will also try to incite
communatl vialence during the
pells. the police believe.

The banned Ulfa has dubbed
the elections as a tactical game
by the Government.

Apart fraom its old ally, the
~National Democratic Front of
Bodoland, the outfit has recently
forged ties with the United Peo-
ple's Democratic Solidarity and
Dima Halam Dauaga from the hill
itisiricts of Karbi Anglong and
North Cachar Hills.

Alier several months of lull,
rhe outfits will try to make their
presence felt before the elections,
1 senior police official said.

The recent incident in Sonit-
pur district, where some miscre-
#nts had kept pieces of beef out-
side a Naamghar (Hindu prayer
house), has added to the worries
of the police.

Three vyouths belonging to a
minority conununity who were
arrested on Tuesday, have con-
fessed to their involvement in the
incident, police said.

Apprehending similar threats,
thie State Government has sought
100 additional companies of

paramilitary forces during the
polls,

Security along the Indo-
Bhutan border has also heen
beefed up to prevent the Ulfa and
NDFDB militants from crossing
over to Assam from their camps
in Bhutan.

The move follows Intelligence
reports that the Ulfa might dis-
rupt the poll process.

The banned outfit had carried
out similar operations in previ-

)u ections.
Acvording o the police. the
outfit might targer politicians
from the AGP-BJP combine.
Police also apprehend trauhle
in the districts of lower Assamn.
where the NDFB might carvy
out such attacks. Ultras may

also tryv to disrupt the poll
process

in Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hills districis.  the

offirial stated.

AGP in 1959,

elections.

Clash of Titans in Dispur

THE DISPUR constituency is headed for a clash of titans. Chief |
Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, seeking reelection tor the
third time, will contest this seat for the first time and is pitted |
against former AGP heavyweight Atul Borah. ‘
After he was dropped from the Mahanta Cabinet, Borah float-
ed the Trinamool Gana Parishad after snapping ties with the |

Saikia died before the polls but Borah won the bye-election
against Congress general secretary Akon Borah.

The Congress this time is likely fo put up Robin Bordoloi,
State’s first CM Gopinath Bordolot.

Borah told Hindustan Times on Wednesdayv that by choosing |
Dispur, Mahanta has made his chances of winning easier "With |
Mahanta against me the voters will only be more committed o
giving Mahanta a crushing defeat.”
responsibility of the entire State and not Dispur anly to defeat,
Mahanta. Mahanta has decided not to contest fram his home con-
stituency of Nagaon where he had won in 1996.

He announced his candidature for Hspur on Wednesday hours
after AGP anncunced Mahanta’s name. Borah, seeking a third
term from this constituency, was put up against former Congress
Chief Minister Hiteswar Saikia in this constituency in the 1496

He said it would be the

HTC, Glaeaherti
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‘Centre, Assam plan a Bode ,//

council with
PR )t

Guwahati, April 9: The Centre and the state gov-
ernment in principal have agreed to give a new
Bodoland Territorial Council to the Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers in western Assam with constitutional
protection under the Sixth Schedule of the Tndian
Constifution.

Disclosing this to The Asian Age here on Mon-
day, the media incharge of the BLT, Mr Mainao
Daimary, said they were expecting a formal agree-
ment before the elections but it was delayed
because of technical reasons. He said, “Such
agreement under the Sixth Schedule requires the
approval of several ministries and, because of the
announcement of the election schedule, it was not
possible to clear this.”

Expressing satisfaction over the progress of
talks, the militant leader said, “Our objective is to
secure an economic package, being prepared by
the home ministry, for the alf round development
of the Bodo people. This is likely to be announced
by the Centre immediately after the election is
over.” Mr Daimary also praised the role of the
state government for the immediate Cabinet
approval to reorganise the state and demarcate

By MANOJ ANAND

statute protection

the boundary of the proposed territorial council.

e said, “Besides other things our main satisfac-
tion is that the Centre has agreed to include the

odo language in the Eighth Schedule of the Con-
stitution for which we were fighting for the last so
many years,”

The BLT, at present under the ceasefire agree-
ment, has decided to keep themselves away from
the electoral process in the state, he said. Their
cadres can exercise their franchise but have been
asked to refrain from campaigning for any politi-
cal groups. In reference to their other demands,
Mr Daimary said the state government has agreed
to grant equal status to the Bodo community in all
the three existing district councils. These councils
should also be strengthcned and given constitu-
tional safeguards to make them more meaningful.

Asked about the status of the non-Bodos in the
proposed territorial council, he clarified: “They
should not be apprehensive as all genuine Indian
citizens would be granted equal rights in the coun-
cil. Even the Sixth Schedule had the provision of
reserving all the seats for the tribal people but we

have decided that onl per cent of the seats of
the 40-member counctl will be reserved for the
tribal people.” /

THE ASIAN AGE
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AGP-BJP pact
in trouble a o

i ]

BJP splits in"2

Trouble for AGP as MLA joins
Congress, three others to follow

By MANOI ANAND

Guwahati, April 13: '}lﬂ -
lems for the ruling AGP and {BJP
afliance in Assam seem. to be far
from over as Mr Pradhan Barua,
ruling party MLA from Jonai con-
stituency, joined the Congress on
Thursday.

On the other hand, the BJP was
divided in two groups with dissi-
dent leader Hiranya Bhattacharya
forming Asom BJP and announc-
ing that his faction would contest
more than 60 seats in the state. .

There are also indications that
more - ruling party MLAs- will
resign in protest against the party’s
decision to-go in for a friendly con-
test with the BJP in their respective
seats. The AGP sources said that
. three miore MLAs are believed to
| be in touch with the Congress.

Meanwhile, senior BJP leaders
Sunil Shashtri. Narendra Modi and
Pyarelal Khandelwal flew in 1o the
city obviously to pacify the grow-

.ing dissension within the rank and
file of the party. - '

The general secretary incharge of
Assam BIP, Mr Sunil Shashiri,
told reporters that he was here in
connection with a meeting of the
state election committee. Admit-
ting that there was some resent-
ment among the party workers on
ihe seat-sharing. arrangement, he
expressed hope that it would be
“sorted out soon.

He also added another twist to
the growing “confusion” on 10
seats on which the AGP claimed
that both the AGP and the BIJP will

field their candidates. He said,
“We are going to contest 44 seats.”
Asked if the AGP will also give
their candidates some of the seats
allotted to the BIP, he said it would
be clear after April 23, the last date
for filing of nominations.

Most of these seats are held by
AGP MLAs. Mr Shashtri, believed
to be the main architect of this
alliance, indicated that the party
will try to make some adjustments
in the seats already agreed upon te
secure a deal that would pacify the
supporters. :

Meanwhile, leader of the newly-
formed Asom BJP Hiranya Bhat-
tacharya told reporters. “1 could
pot comprehend the compulsions
of the central leadership 1o impose -
this alliance on us.”

“Being the founder-member of
the party in Assam, 1 am at least
aware about the arcas where we
have grown during these years.
Among these 34 seats, the BIP will
be able to win hardly a few seats.”
he said, regresting the decision of
the central leadership.

He expressed surprise that some
of the office-bearers who do mot
know anything aboill Assam were
in New Dclii to formalise the
alliance. “In fact the BIP surren-
dered before the AGP that dictated
terms for the ailiance.” the former
1PS officer-turned-politician said.

He accused senior party leaders

of “selling themselves to the cor-

rupt AGP” and betraying the work-
ers who have been campaigning alt

these year the ruling
party.
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THE EASE WITH which the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) had managed a tieup with the BJP and the
two parties went about announcing their deci-
sion to fight the toming elections to the Stare
Assembly as a combine reflects so clearly that it
is the idea of self-preservation rather than any
serious commitment to ideological positions
that guides the regional outfits, The AGP and
regional parties such as the DMK and the TDp
seemed to have emerged, not very long ago, as
the rallying points of the third front in the na-
tional political discourse. Mr. Prafuila Mahan-
ta's party, it may be recalled, was a key player in
the United Front (U.1)) Government at the Cen-
tre between 1996 and 1998. That Mr. Mahanta
had no reservations about joining the BjP-led
combine now after having been a part of the
U.F., whose very birth and existence was rooted
inthe idea to oppose the BJP at that time, is only
a reflection of such opportunism that the ather
erstwhile constituents of the U.F, had displayed
ever since the BJP-led NDA had emerged as the
leading player in the Lok Sabha, The AGP, in this
sense, may have taken time to change colour,
But then, the AGP as a party has no representa-
tive in the Lok Sabha (the party had drawn a
blank in the last election) and was of no use for
the BJP-led combine all these days.

Indeed, the AGP is not the only player guilty
of such opportunism in the context of the re-
alignment in Assam. The BIP, for instance, had
never appreciated Mr. Mahanta’s party and
even until a few weeks ago the party's State unit
as well as its leaders in Delhi had been accusing
the AGP of having led the State into a serious
crisis. And after all these, if the BJIP had no
quaims about striking a deal with Mr. Mahanta
and even agreed to be a junior partner in the
State, one cannot but see the decision as one
driven a sense of desperation. The BJP's
statedAAim — rhat the party is keen to ensure
thagAhe anti-Congressd) votes are not divided
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REALIGNMENT IN ASSAM \!

— rather than‘ﬁy claims that it had \any ide-
ological agreement with the AGP reflevts ‘how
the party is willing to be brazen abour it4 politi-
cal strategy. Tt is also palpable that the BjP's line
in Assam was guided by the reality in such other
sStates where Assembly elections will be held
along with Assam. That the BJP as a party and
the NDA as a combine cannot hope to register
any significant victories in the May 10 round of
Assembly polls must have guided its Assam
strategy. After the exit of Ms. Mamata Banerjee
from the NDA and the fact that the NDA as a
platform is not a serious player in Kerala, the
BjP-led combine’s prospects are restricted to
Tamil Nadu. And even there, the BIP is just an-
other player in the combine. It is in this context
that the Assembly polls in Assam had become
important for the BjP. And there was no other
option before the party than to be a junior ally to
the AGP,

Be that as it may, the tieup and that too so
close to the elections is bound to have its effect
on the BJP. Apart from the fact that the Congress
(I) in the Stare had been showing signs of revival
{going by the party’s performance in the last Lok
Sabha elections) the BIP as a party cannot es-
cape the incumbency factor this time. After all,
the BIP’s ranks in Assam were in the thick of
tampaigning against the Prafulla Mahanta re-
gime until recently, Tt is rather baffling that the
BIP high command, at whose initiative the alli-
ance was forged in Assam. had glossed over
these factors and that too after the experience in
Karnataka, where the party lost in a big way due
to its association with those in the Janata Dal in
the State. Given this backdrop, the scenario in
Assam in the context of the Assembly polis is yet
another pointer to the exfnt to which oppor-
tunism and convenieng€ have come to deter;
mine political alignpfents rather than mgh/

principies.




-AGP tries to woo
Samajwadis to"\
join Assam pact

By MANOY ANAND ;

Guwahati, April 10: After sus-
prising the political cbservers by
forging an alliance with the BIP,
the ruling Asom Gana Parishad
has started an exetcise to rope in
the Samajwadi Party of Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav in Assam.

This was indicated by chief min-
ister Prafulla Kumar Mahania here
on Tuesday. He 1old reporters that
Samajwadi Party leader and min-
ister Abdul Muhim Mazumdar is
still in his Cabinet and a discus-
sion was on to work out an under-
standing with them.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party
sources Here hinted thatr Mr
Mazumdar has also managed to
convince the party high command
1o remain with the AGP in Assam,

Mr Mahanta, who was accorded
& warm welcome by his party men
at the Guwahati Airport, confused
the BIP by saying that the seats on
which the party has decided to go
for a friendly contest would be
identified in next few days.

According to the seat-sharing
arrangement, he said, the BJP has
heen given 44 out of the 126
Assembly segments, while on
some seats the panty has decided to
go for friendly contest. He, how-
ever, refused to divalge on which
seats the alliance partners would
have a friendly contest.

But Mulayam |
decides to
snap ties now

By Suamp Farmbi

New Delhi, April I{: The Sama-
jwadi Party has decided to snap
ties with the ruling Asom Gana
Parishad in Assamn in view of the
latter joining hands with the BIP.

Sources told The Asian Age tha
the Samajwadi Party’s sole mem-
berin the Pratulla Kumar Mahania
ministry Abdul Muhib Majumdar
has been asked by party president
Mulayam Singh Yadayv lo resign
from the Cabinet. Mr Majumdar
woukd announce his resignation at
Guwahati on Wednesday, The
decision Lo snap ties with the AGP
was taken al ihe parfiamentary
hoard meeting of the Samajwadi
Party held hece on Manday. The
party has decided i contest the
enswing  Assembly  election i
Assam in afliance with the Left .
partics. Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav
has also instructed Mr Majumdar.
who had earlier merged his United
People’s Party into the Samajwadi
Party and was subgequently
appointed as the presigdént on the
SP’s Assam unit.

THE AsIAN AGe
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AGP in poll pact mﬂ{BJP

joins ND/

P.P. Singh A /_ (
GUWAHATI & APRIL g
THE AGP has decided 1o joifl the
NDA govermmemt at the Centre,
after week-long discussions with
the BJP. The two have also
reached an understanding on seat
sharing, for the Assembly polls.

The AGP has kept all the seats
of the sitting legislatures, thereby
taking 92 seats for itself and its
allies — Bodos (13) and Karbis (5)
— of the total 126. The BJP has
been given 44 seats. The two par-
ties will have a “friendly contest”
in 10 seats.

In a telephone conversation
with ET, senior AGP leaders, who
are now in Delht, said the deal
between the two parties was final-
ly stuck when Assam agricuiture
minister and AGP general secre-
tary Chandra Mcohan Patowari and
former Union minister Biren
Prasad Baishya, on behalf of the
AGFE and BJP general secretary
Sunil Shastri, who is also in charge
of Assam, signed the deal on
Monday mormning.

Of the 10 seats in which the
parties will have a friendly contest,
two belong to sitting Cabinet min-
isters Nurul Hussain — minister

cooperation, from Hajo — and
Ramendra Narayan Kalita — min-
ister sericulture, from West

Guwahati — while one, the Teok
seat, is where deputy speaker
Renupama Rajkhowa is the sitting
AGP MILA.

Other seats where they will
have friendly contests are
Palasbari, Raha, Jonai, Naobachia,
Lamding, Batadrava and Borsala.

The AGP has retained the pres-
tigious Dispur constituency in

govt at Centre

AI..L SMILES: Home minister L K. Advani greets Assam
chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and his wife at
the BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

Guwahati and has given away the :
Jhalukbari seat to the BJP, where Centre nOt to call
former home minister and former i

AGP leader Bhrigu Phukan is the :

sitting MLA.

At a joint press conference :
addressed by Assam chief minister ;
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, BJP |
! Advani on Monday
Krishnamurthi and Union home |
minister LK. Advani, Sunil Shasiri ;
it was i
announced that frorn Monday the |
AGP had formally become a part- i
ner of the NDA government at the |
i rounds of talks with BLT and a lot

national president J.

and senior AGP leaders,

Centre.

The two also accepted “in prin-
ciple” that in the event of them i
getting a majority in the forthcom-
ing elections, Mr Mahanta would ;

continue to be the chief rninister.
However, the BJP would also be
part of the government.

off Bodo talks

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 9 APRIL
UNION HOME minister L.K.
said the
Centre would continue its peace
negotiations with the Bodo
Liberation Tigers (BLT), with
whom 10 rounds of tripartite talks

have already been held.
“We have had numeraus

of progress has been made.
Certain aspects sdll remain to be
clinched and after elections we
will pursue thern,” Mr Advani told
reporters here at a press ¢

; conf;
i ence to announce the AGP’s glec
i toral tieup with the BJP.



ABSU agrees to
support Assam

AGP-BJP

6‘6"‘

By MaNOJ ANAND

Guwahati, April Scj\‘he All Bodo
Students” Union on Sunday said
that they have finally resolved to
extend their support to the AGP-
BIP alliance in Assam.

Disclasing this to The Asian Age
the ABSU adviser Urkhay Gwra
Braluna also clarified that their
support is neither for the AGP nor
the BIP but for this ailiance to
which the ABSU consider as a
political force that bave comtmit-
men! towards the indigenous peo-
ple of the state.

It is significant to note here that
the ABSU commands hold over a
large section of Bodo community
that have the domination in 15
Assembly segments winle 1t is a
deciding factor in at least 20 con-
stituencies spreading all over the
state.

Mr Brahma, who is also believed
1o have flogted the idea of this
alliance was of firm view that this
alliance can retain the power in the
slate as tribal groups of Tiwa and
Karbi have alse agreed to extend
their support.

“If this alliance fails Lo thrash out
lhe differences on seat sharing
arrangement  we  will have to
rethink our stand of suppotting
them individually.” Mr Brabhma
warned,

He said that the ABSU has decid-
ed to extend acuve support 1o the
ABSU supported candidates who
will go 1o the poll with an agenda
of "granting meaningful autonomy
o all the ethnic groups in the
state.”

He said, “The time has come

when alMe 1?10311 pe plv_

should come under an umbtella to
protect their political rightd as the
danger of being wiped ot was
looming large over indigenous
commumity of the state.”

He came down heavily over the
vole bank policy of the Congress
narty and alleged that it has failed
to raise the issues of indigenous
people at the national feved.

He also informed that the ABSU
iz going to field 15 candidates in
Bodo dominated areas with AGP-
BJP alliance. Mr Brahma who
heads political affairs committee
of the Absu was here 1o 11cet AGP
leader and chief minister Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta to discoss the seat
sharing arrangements. He said that
problem is on three seats only.
which are currently held by sitting
AGP MLAs.

He, however, lauded the effors
of the niling party towards resolv-
ing the Bodo problem. He said that
role of the stale government head-
ed by chief minister Mahanta and
the Union government in formulai-
ing a points of undersianding with
the Bodo Liberaion Tigers have
encouraged them to appeal all the
ethnic and indigenous people to
support this alliance i the forth-
coming state efections.

The ABSU president alse made
dn appeal 1o the other indigenous
organisation 0 support  this
alliance while disclosing that Tiwa
Students” Organisation and Karbi
group led by Holi Ram Terang
have also ac'reed tn join them j

fiig AITangemerts.



ahanta loses key allies

over likely AGP-BJP ti%p

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP /{]7

GUWAHATI, APRIL 6

QY
17

HE proposed AGP-BIP al- -
I liance in. Assam has spelt

doom for the four-party
ruling coalition headed by the
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) in
the state, with the two Left parties,
the CPI and the CPI(M) finally
pulling out ofit. '
" While the lone CPI member in
" the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta min-
istry submitted his resignation here
yesterday, the CP1{M) announced
its decision to'quit today. The CF1
has three MLAS and the CPI{M)
twoin the 126-member Assam As-
sembly. ‘

The four-party alliance was ini-
tially a five-party affair with the
Autonomous  State  Demand
Committee (ASDC) also joining
inwhen itwas formed on the eve of
the 1996 Assembly elections,

But while the ASDC quit
within a year gfter it became a part
of the CPI(ML), the others contin-
ued, despite frequent wranglings,

“within two or three days”.

State will benefit from alliance: CM

B GUWAHATT: ANY alliance between the .
BJIP and the AGP will benefit Assam im- “
mensely, state Chief Minister and AGP chief -
Prafulla Mahanta said on Thursday. “Our
party had earlier been a partner inas many as
two natipnal alliances, On both occasions,
Assam could draw a lot of benefit,” he said.
He dismissed state Congress chief Tarun ) 2
Gogoi's charge that the AGP had latched on to BIP to retain power.
He said an official announcement on the alliance would be made

— ENS

While CPI leader and state
flood control minister Pramod

Gogoiwas in the habit of criticising,

the functioning of the government
every now and then, the CPI(M),

maintained cordial ties with none

of its two MILAs taking ary minis-
terjatberth.

The United People Party of As-
sam (UPPA), headed by former
Congressman Abdul Muhib Ma-
jumdar, was a member of the al-
liance: too, but Majumdar also had
frequent rows with Mahanta and

the AGP, particularly over the lat-
ter’s demand for repeal of the Ille-
gal Migrants (Determination by
Tribunals) Act.

Majumdar, who is said to have
authored this controversial legisla-
tion when Congress was in power
in 1983-83, is opposed to any move
torepeal the Ac{u
The AGP which considers the

NDIAN EXPRESE
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X Left plans new
¥ tie-up in Assam

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. With the Asom
Gana Parishad preferring o ally
with the Bharativa Janata Party,
the Left Parties are working on a
new arrangement in Assam ahead
of the May 10 Assembly polls, but
the situation remains fluid.

The Left parties were forced to
snap ties with the raling AGP
soon after it opened a formal dia-
logue with the BIP. Queering the
pitch was the initial suggestion of
the CPI State leader, Mr. Promode
Gogoi, that an understanding
with the Congiess could he
worked out in an effort to bring
together all Left, demaocratic and
secular parties to prevent the
AGP/BJP from coming to power.
The CPI had contested 14 of the
126 seats in Assam in 1996 in alli-
ance with the AGP, and Mr. Gogot
was a Minister in the P. K. Mahan-
ta Cabinet till he resigned last
week.

However, perhaps piqued by
the Congress-Trinamool arrange-
ment in West Bengal, the CPi{M)
made it clear that there was no
place for the Congress in a Left
and secular alliance in Assam.
But, the situation was still nat
clear with meetings at the State
level still going on.

As of now, the only point of
agreement between the two Left
parties was their opposition to the
AGP and its new partner, the BJP.
The CPI feels that arriving at a

-
s

possible understanding wit %\e
Congress may not be out of place.
During the 1999 general elections,
the Congress left the Bhatinda
Lok Sabha constituency in Punjab
for the CP1 in a State-level adjust-
ment which was reciprocated in
an Assembly bypoll last year.

Swamy assails
Fernandes’ talks with
Vaiko, Nedumaran
By Our Staff Reporter

MADURAI, APRIL 7. The Janata Party
president, Dr. Subramanijan Swa
my, has exptressed ‘shock’ at the
reporied meeting of the forme
Defence Minister, Mr. Georg
Fernandes and the MDMK Gener
al Secretary, Mr. Vaiko, with Mr
P. Nedumaran, a Tamil National:
ist movement leader, in Chennai

In a statement issued here io-
day, Dr. Swamy, claiming to have
soutced his information from the
Intelligence Bureau, alleged thai
the meeting pertained to rehabil-
itation of the LTTE within India.

Dr. Swamy insisted that the
Government should firmly con-
vey 1o the Norwegian peace emis-
saries that the LTTE supremo, Mr
V. Prabhakaran, is wanted in In-
dia for having ordered the assassi-
nation of Rajiv Ganghi, which, he
added, was a crimie against the
nation.

g APR 2M



Mahanta ready to

don saffron

to retain’ Assam

P.P. Singh g{{y
GUWAHAT 1 APRIL Ny
TH THE undon of AGP
and BIP for the forth-
coming Assam polls
almost a cenainty, observers are
expecting a keen battle in. the state
between this doo and  the
Congress.

BJP general secretary Sunil
Shastri said the combination of
saffron with AGP, the Bodos and
Karbis are certain to form a gov-
eroyneni after the polis.

Mr Shastr, the
party observer of
Assam, told ET the
electoral pact will
be finalised on
Tuesday in Delhi.

He said the
BJIP will ask for at
least 50 per cent of
the 126 seats, dit-
ing the fact in the
last Lok Sabha
elections the party
stood first in 33
Assembly  con-
stituencies and a
clase second o 17
others,

Meanwhile §
senior AGP leaders |

Assam  chiel minister Prafulla
Mahanta had met home minister
LK. Advani for the Bodo talks. If
at all the pact comes unstuck, it
would be over the issue of seat
sharing.

ft has also been learnt the AGP
has stuck a three-way deal with
the Bado State Movement
Committee, which is backed by
the all powerful All Bodo Student
Union, and the Attonomous State
Demand Committee of the Karbis.
State BJP leaders adrnit in private
that they have
agreed to  join
hands with the
AGP under pres-
sure from iribal
groups like the
ABSU and the
ASDC.

The CPM and
b CPI are peeved at
the latest moves,
as Mr Mahanta,
hours before
meeting Mr
Advani, had
2 urged CPM gener-
1 al secreiary
Harkishan Singh
Surit to jointly
campaign n

like state agricul- |
ture minister and
party genecral secretary .M.
Pawywari and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Arun Sharma are in Dethi to
give a shape to the athiance.
Though AGP leaders are
tightlipped, it is undikely the pany
will meet the BIP's demands on
seats since Parliamentary polls are
often not a fair indicator of the
outcome o state poils.
Meanwhile, the AGP ceptral
executive committee is mecting
on Sunday night to thrash out the
terms ol the alllance before the
crudcial tatks with BJP on Tuesday.
Sources, however, said  the
Taesday 1alks are just a formality
as the deal has been virtually
rigned and sealed last week when

MAHANTA: BIP's pride

ssarm.

The sudden
twist inx the state political scenario
has upset the Cong (I} as the party
was banking on splitting of votes
between the AGP and the BJP to
give them a viclory as had hap-
pened in the last pattiamentary
polls where the Cong () got ten of
the 14 parliamentary polls.

The Congress were banking in

the AGP-BIP vote split plus its |

support among tea garden work-
ers and minorities to come back to
power in the state. However, the
minority community is unwilling
to commit themselves to Congress,
given their experiences during the

regitne of the late Hiteshwar Saikig~{
when hundreds of them wefe

killed i communal clashes.
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GP BJP in tie-up talks again

G
< ‘7

4

JUST WHEN the Election Com-
mission was announcing the
date for the Assembly election in
the State on Saturday. two top
members of Asom  Gana
Parishad and a two-member
committee of the Bharatiya
Janata Party were giving the
final touches to their alliance in
New Delhi.

And in Guwahati, AGP’s Left
partners in the alliance CPI and
CPI (M) had already taken their
decision. They would, however,
wait for AGP to formally declare
the new bond with BJP before
announcing their own decision
to snap the five-year-old alliance.

CPI (M) State secretary and
legislator Hemen Das told Hin-
dustan Times, “Once the AGP
announces the alliance with BJP
we will walk out. Our stand is
clear.” The fourth member of the
alliance United Pecple’s Party of

" Assam {UPPA) that has since
merged with Samajwadi Party,
was the first to walk out of the
ailiance. Hours after AGP presi-
dent Prafulla Kumar Mabanta
spread the red carpet for L. K
Advani in New Delhi on Friday,
Samajwadi Party’s national sec-
retary Mahavir Singh
announced the end to the
alliance in Guwahati.

Mahanta left New Delhi on
Saturdav morning but his two
party celleagues Rajya Sabha MP
Dr Arun Kumar Sarma and State

TAgriculture Minister Chandra

-IMohan Patowary stayved back to
finish off the final round of talks

Prabin Kalita
Guwahati, March 31

PRAFULLA KUMAR MAHANTA

with a two-member committee of
BJP comprising two party secre-
taries Dayvalal Khandelwal and
Sunil Shashtry, This committee
was constituted for the purpose
by party president Jana Krishna-
murthy The two members, who
were here on Friday as observers
for the party’'s election commit-
tee meeting had to cancel it.

Sources said the discussions
on alliance had been held with
BJP's election committiee. He
said that “things were moving in
the positive direction”. The AGP
would make the formal
announcement of the alliance
after the party's general house
meeting scheduled for April 1
here. The matter has to be placed
hefare the general body as the
same had taken a decision
against an alliance with BJP at
its convention in February.

This sudden turn of events
has taken the pre-poll political
scenaric by surprise as both the
AGP and the BJP had ruled out
any alliance between them just a
coupie of weeks back.

Samata to contest 45 seats

HT Correspondent o

Guwahati, March 31 }(\ V \ \ Z\

THE SAMATA Party will contest 43 seatg in 12 districts of Assam.
It will, however, setile for a lesser number of seats in minority
dominated areas in case of an Asom Gana Parishad-BJP-All Bodo
Students Union axis.

Speaking to reporters here on Saturday. former minister and
Samata state unit president Afzalur Rahman said that his party
has targeted minority areas with a view to eroding the vote base of
the Congress.

“We favour a front of all anti-Congress parties, and we are deter-
mined to shatter the myth that the Congress is the saviour of
minorities,” he said.

Rahman said, Samata’s priority was to stop the Congress from
assuming power, “winning or losing is secondary”.

He was confident of the Samata leaving its mark on the Assem-
bly elections this time.Rahman maintained that the Tehelka
episode would have no impact on the prospects of either Samata of
BJP

A politically-motivated pre-poll expose made little sense to the
predeminantly rural voters targeted by Samata, he asserted,
adding that accused party stalwarts like George Fernandes and
Jaya Jaitley would be campaigning for the party v1gorously after
April 16 to prove a point.

Rahman, considered a formidable Samata candidate in the Goal-
para constituency, felt that the AGP-BJP-ABSU alliance move
was what the State required to keep ‘the vicious Congress at
bay'.

The NDA and its allies may have differences on issues like the
contentious IM(DT) Act, but they all concurred on commen mini-
mum programmes.

The Samata leader said that holding the much-deferred pan-
chayat and nagar palika polls in the State figured high on the
party’'s agenda.

“We also seek better utilisation of water resources and Assam’s
share from the Abul Kalam Azad Education Fund,” he said.

Assam, Rahman regretted, has heen missing out on Rs 105 crore
a vear, the fund meant for education of religious, linguistic and
ethnic minorities.

States like Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh always get the lion’s shar }df the fund owing to political
preferences, he said.
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/Govt, Assam toink|
pact with Bodo

Liberation Tigers, R&

Qur Political Bureau

“Manipur CM .}
ble to continue
ith peace moves

M’\\{\/] Our Poiitical Bureau

NEW DELHI 30 MARGH

. THE CENTRE and Assam government hope to sign an
accord with the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT} with §
whom they have conducted at least 10 rourrds of eri- §
i Koljam on Friday'said it might not be possible to con-

partite talks after the Assembly election in Assami.

Advani here on Friday.

fare package for the tribal commu-
nity.

The issues raised by the Bodo
Liberation Tigersn the proposal are:

Shrirampur, Orang and Manas National Park;
Schedule of the Constitution;

Schedule;

list of STs;

Establishment of Central University with medical,
engineering, IT and agricultural colleges;

Tigers for  effective  administration;

tural development over 10 years.

According to Mr PD. Shenoy, the above proposal,
which also has the support of other Bodo groups has :
| been forwarded to the competent authorities at the |

central and Assam state government-lev s r an
1ly dedision.

“Negotiations are continuing and it is expected !
that the accord would be finalised in the coming
months,” a home ministry spokesman told reporters |
after a meeting of BLT leaders Kamal Muchahary and
Mainao Daimary with Union home minister LK. ;
i March)..many outfits have come out openly against

According to spokesman PD. Shenoy, who is the
additional secretary (NE) in the MHA, the Bodo :
Liberation Tigers had submitted a detailed proposal to
the Centre regarding their demands for fresh demar- :
cation of the Bodo Autonomous Coungil area, to be ;
renamed Bodo Territorial Council and an overall wel- i'

NGBTH EAST DIARY

Abolition of the existing BAC and creation of :
Bodo Territorial Council with four co-terminus dis-
tricts. The BTC would indlude villages beyond river :
Pasnoi, Bijni town, BRPL project in Dhaligaon, i
¢ Friday, Mr Advani is said to have expressed his
Constitutional safeguards to BATC under Sixth §
i le militancy effectively despite an assurance to that
Inclusion of Bodo language in the Eighth ;
i learnt from sources, has not got very encouraging
Inclusion of Bodos of Karbi Anglong district in the |
i with the militants and cracking down upon their
i cadres and hideouts.

Handing over of 40 subjects to Bodo Liberation
and :
Liberal finandial package from Centre for infrastruc-
! state’s finances in order. Mr Advani is believed to have

NEW DELMHI 30 MARCH
D to convince the Centre for extension
ng unilateral ceasefire against all mil-
itant groups in Manipur, chief minister Radhabinod

tinue with the peace initiative as many of the militant
outfits had acted against it.

Mr Koijam, who met Union home minister I K
Advani here on Friday, told reporters: “We may not
{extend the ceasefire beyond the Holi month of

the ceasefire, while some others have not responded.”

The chief minister’s turn around comes after the
state Cabinet had passed a decision on Thursday to
extend the ceasefire for another month till April 30.
An all-party meeting had earlier endorsed the exten-
sion proposal as a step towards initiating peace pro-
cess in the region.

However, a major bomb blast
bisastel ncar Imphal on Thursday — which
i killed three persons including two Army personnel —
had loaded the odds against continuation of the
ceasefire. The blast was followed by an exchange of
fire between militants and security men in an adja-
cent area.During his discussions with Mr Koijam on

unhappiness ar the new government’s failure to tack-
effect immediately after taking over. The Centre, it is

reports about the government’s breaking its nexus

At the meeting today, the Union home minister
sought to remind Mr Koijam about his earlier assur-
anrces on toring up the state administration through
downsizing and launching a austerity drive to put the

told Mr Koijam to get his act together rather than pur-
sue a cease fire with reluctant and unresponsive mil-
itant outfits. The better option, the Centre felt, wpuld
be to go all out against the insurgents, snappi their
i political nexus and destroying their hideouts,/
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“Poor results flow in, yet UN. -
very keen on the river prOJect/

A
| b A\ i

E United Nations is extending the life\of a

I highly publicised but disappointing proigey to
create a special cconomic zone on the histdygi-

cally tense Chinese, Russian and North Korean border.

Thuted as a post-Cold War peace dividend, the Ta-
men River project wasaimed at using trade to bury hos-
tilities in a small comer of Northeast Asia and to knit the
larger region together. Ten years on, the plan has by all
accounts failed to mect expectations. Investment re-
mains slack, and the borders are siill difficult to cross for
goods or people.

Nevertheless, the United Nations Development
Program is giving the program another three years, pro-
ject officials say. It will pledge support at a meeting in
Hong Kong next week, as will the three border coun-
tries and the other project members, Mongolia and
South Korea.

Despite the decision to go ahead, people familiar
with the project say disappointments will continue be-
cause none of the partners have the money or the ideas
torevitalise it. The decision, they say, shows that the pro-
jectis oo high-profile for the UNDP to let it dic.

Aninternal UNDP evaluation of the project was so
scathing that even member countries haven't been al-
fowed to see the full report, project officials and advisers
say. A summary provided by UNDP conceded that “de-
velopment hasbeen much less than expected” and that
the project, as it stands, is “unsustainable.”

“There’s a difference between fantasy and reality.
That’s been characteristic of the Tamen project all
along,” says Ian Davies, a consultant who served as the
project’s mvestment adviser from 1995 to 1998,

Contributing to the dim prospects are the dire fi-
nances of Russia, North Korea and Mongolia. South
Korea is reluctant to spend heavily when the others
won't, sapproject officers and consultarits. Compound-
ing those dvnamics are North Korea'’s ambivalence
aver reform, Russian corruption, and counterproduc-
tive trade policies.

CHARLES HUTZLER
BEUING.

While the UNDP says the area has attracted 51.5

billion in investment, the actual figure is believed to be
below $1 billion. Most of it comes from South Korean
companies investing on the Chinese side. Few invest-
ments hew to the project’s initial logic: taking Russian
and Mongolian raw materials, processing them with
Chinese labour and shipping them through the North
Korean port of Rajin.

Symbwlic of the problems is the state of transport in
the remote region. A new ratlway line between China’s
Hunchun and Russia’s Kraskino is unused; the Rus-
sians won't provide immigration or custorns services, A

decrepit rail service from the Chinese border to North
Korea’s Rajin can take nine hours to move 160 kilome-
tres. The roadway to Rajin is little better, unpaved and
often deep inmud.

“For foreign investors, if we can get them 1o Rajin.
by the time they get there, they're rattled o pieces by the
road,” says Roger Barrett, who heads a Beijing-based
association to help foreigners invest in North Korea.

Still, the UNDP says that progress is real and wor- -
thy of support. “These borders were closed for
decades,” says Tsogtsaikhan G., 4 senior program ad-
viser on the UNDP bedy in Beijing that runs the pro- |
ject.

He argues that the project can succeed if the member
countries take more responsibilities. That argument will
be made to the five countries in Hong Kong next week,
Mr. Tsogtsai says. At the meeting, the UNDPwill
chip in anothef$1.8 million, on top of the $8 million al-
ready spent. The five countries each have to put in
$25,000a year.

Even he acknowledges, however, that the amoungis
too little to achicve real results. Ultimately, all believe
the area’s fortunes rest with Japan, the region’s tarpid .
econormic power. But Tokyo has told UNDP its partici-
pation is on hold until relations with North Korea are
normalised. Those negotiations are progressing

glacially.
(Coutrtesy The Wall Street Joyraaty
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HT Correspondent ,g(J
Guwahati, March 27 '
THE UNITED Liberation Frontof
Asom (ULFA) has Jaunched a
massive extortion drive in MNal-
hari district. the last domain of
the militant outfit.
The extoriion drive of the mili-
tant outfit is seen as a dauble-
edged game ahead of the election.
Seurces said the militant outfit
rould be facing a major financial
crisis. It could also be using
pxtortion Hds to create an aumaos-
phere of terroy for vaters partic-
plarly supposyters of AGP The
militants have not served the
nsnal demand notes printed on
the puttit's letter head but have
engaged their sympathizers to
place the demands. Teachers,
husinessman, Government offi-
cials and even farmers have
received the verbal orders to pay
The distriet administration andl
police have denied receiving any

WA

~official information”™ about, he
extortion drive.Sources said the
ULFA sympathizers have heen
nostly targeting AGP activists
d supporters.

The supporters of State Apri-
culture Minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary, who is the AGP candi-
date for Dharmapur conslituency
in the district, have fled. Similar
incidents have also taken place at
Barkhetri constituency. The suc-
cessive erpsion in the militant
autfit since 1994 have failed to
<hake the outfit’s presence in the
district. It continues to enjoy sup-
port from its sympathizers in the
district despite the presence of
security forces, including the
Army in the district.

The militant outfit is likely to
create trouble in the district dur-
ing the election. Former Forest
Minister Nagen Sarma was
assassinated in Nalbari last vear,
while former Chief Minister Dr
Bhumidhar Barman survived

cadres on emtor@%n drioe

three attempts on his life in the
district. Sarma was representing
Nalbari constituency whiie Dr
Barman is seeking Congress fick-
et from his home constituency
Sarukhetri in the district.

Ulfa activists arrested

]
!

DIBRUGARH POLICE nabbed |
five hardcore ULFA militants
late Monday night. Police said
the militants were arrested
from their villages. A ¢mm pis-
tol, 16 rounds of Chinese made
ammunition, documents. |
stamps of Dehing Regional N
Council of ULFAand some
demand letters wetwy vecovered
from the militants. In Udalguri
police killed an NDFEB militant |
in an encounter on Tuesday N
morning.at Nalkhamara Kana-
mukha chuba in Darrang dis-
trict. HTC, Guwahati
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138 militants surrender in Assam,,

By Barun Das Gupta

GUWAHATI. JAN. 26. As many as 138
militants surrenderced with their
arms betore the Assam Governor,
Li-Genaretd.t S.K. Sinha, at a Re-
public Day function here this
maorning.

Of them, 123 belonged Lo Unit-
ed Liberation Front of Assam (UL-
A, nine o the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDIFBY. two to the Rabha Nation-
al Security Force {RNSF) and four
to the Muslim United Liberation
Tigers of Assam (MULTA).

The prople totally rejected the
cull given by the ULFA and several
other militant outfits in the region
to boveort the Republic Day cele-
brations. For the first time an a
Hepublic Day, private buses plied,
vehicular traffic was nonmal and
shops were open.

The Governar, who took the sa-
lute, recounted the  sucvess
achieved by the Government in
curbing insurgency. He said the
ULFA bad massacred over 100
Hindi-speaking people last year at
the behest of Pakistan's 181 so that
the ""land of panicky people leav-
ing the State” could be occupied
by illegal migrants.

PTI reports:

Tripura Governor’s appeal

A report from Agartala said The
Tripura Governor, Lt Gen, (retd.)
KM, Seth, appeated 10 the insur-
conts 1o shun violence and join
the mainstream to help in huild-
ing a prosperous State. “The in-
surgents are misguided youth,
who are on the wrong track which
will lead them nowhere except to
self-destruction”™  as  nothing
could be achieved by violence,

ir. Seth said in a Republic Day

One of the 138 ultras belonging to various militant

outfits in Assam surrendering before the Governor,
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) 5.K. Sinha, and the Chief Minister,

Mr. P.K. Mahanta, during the Republic Day celebrations
in Guwahati on Friday. — PT| (Report on Page 15]

IMESSLEEe.

He said subversive elements
were trving to break the bonds of
amitv between tribals and non-
tribals and the people should
thawart their designs collectively.
Sikkim — a role model

In Gangtok, the Sikkim Gover-
nor, Chandhury Randhir Singh,
unfwted the natonal flag and
ok the salute at o colourful
marchpast at the Paljor stadium.

Four platbons of the Sikkim
armed police, ane platoon each of
the Central Industrial Security
Force, the state police and home-
guards took part in the march-

past. Same defence equipment
was also an display.

In his message, the Governor
lauded the people of Sikkim for
making the hill State a ‘role imod-
¢l in the country for communaj
harmony.

Later, Mr. Singh made the first
focal telephone call to Siliguri.

The Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan
Chamling, in a message earlier,
called upon the people to join
hands to evolve a ‘national spirit
and sense of togetherness”.

[nsurgency in Arunachal

In ltanagar, the Arunachal Pra-
desh Governor, Mr. Arvind Dave,

THE HINDU
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anturled he idcolour at the In-
diva Gandhi parade ground and
ieok the salute ar a marchpast
presered by the police, the
CRPE, che NCC, seouls and guides

and schnol children. He said
the State was known as an island
ot prace but insurgency in Tirap
and Changlang districts border-
g Myanmar  and - Nagaland
alarmed the administration.

He urged the people ta be more
vigilant against  divisive forces
and tot (o harbour them at any
cosl

‘Protect peace i}IHVIizo’

In Aizawl, the Mizoram Chict

Minister,  Mr. Zoramrhanga,
hoisted the national flag and

asked the people to pratect the
peacy in the State. He addressed
the people at the R- Day lunction
as the Governor, Mr. Ved Prakash
Marwah, who is also in charge of
Manipur. is in Imphal.

Militants’ accomplices
warned

15i Kohima, the Nagaland Gov-
ernor, Mr, OLP. Sharnia, warned
that those harbouring militants in
the State would have to face seri-
ous consequences. Those serving
as “support dinks” for milirant
autflit=  were  accomplices  in
crimes like murder and extortion
and would have 1o face the conse-
quenices, he said during the Re-
public Dy funeiion at the Tocal
uround.

Arted groups of militants and
anti-~aeial elements who hard tak-
en Lo vinlenee and crime contin-
ned o jeopardise the lragile
peace’ prevaling in the State, he

ndd('(t./



‘Reangs take
onNLFT,

free h

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Agartala, March 26: A group of
Reang tribal leaders has prevailed
upen militants of the National
Liberation Front of Tripura to re-
lease three abducted Bengali day
labourers, The incident oceurred
in the thickly-wooded areas of
North Tripura’s Kanchanpur sub-
division.

Giving details, official sources
in Kanchanpur said on March 18,
three Bengalilabourers — Upen-
dra Nath, Paresh Nath and Jatin-
dra Nath — were abducted at gun-
point by a group of NLFT mili-
tants from Daincherra area under
Kanchanpur subdivisinn.

The abduction triggered ten-
sion in the sensitive Kanchanpur
subdivision as the militants shift-
ed the hostages to a remote jungle
near Manu-Chhailengta under
Dhalai district,

Local Reang tribais, who were
disturbed by the abduction, decid-
ed to intervene. Three senior lead-
ers, Anil Reang, Ubachandra
Reang and Naliham Reang, ac-
companied by more than 100
iribesmen, went to the militant
hideout and prevailed upon them
io release the three abducted
labourers.

Language demand

Schisms within Tripura’s tribal
society on clannish and linguistic
lines are coming to the fore with
Reang tribesmen. the second
largest group in the state, now de-
manding official recognition of
their language, Kobru.

The demand for recognition of
Kobru has been raised by the
Reang-dominated Bru Liberation
Army. a militant outfit operating
in Tripura.

YRS
ges

Sources said last week, the
BLA leadership held a meeting
with the Mizoram-based leaders
of- the Bru National Liberation
Front in Assam’s Karimganj dis-
trict and decided to launch a
struggle for “safeguarding the dis-
tinctive identity and cultural her-
itage of the Reang tribals.”

The BLA has demanded recog-
nition of its language, Kobru, as
the third official language of the
state. It threatened to launch an
armed struggle unless this was
done. At present, the two official
langnages of Tripura are Bengali
and Kokborok.

Sources said the problem had

. originated from the NLFT's

overzealous efforts to have all
tribals of Tripura identified as
Borok people and their language
registered as Kokborok (the lan-
guage of the majority Debbarma,

Jamatya and Noatia communi-

ties) in the census. The “conver-
sion drive” of the NLFT, which
tried to make all tribals embrace
Christianity at gunpoint, also
evoked strong reactions among
Reang activists of the NLFT.

. The BNLF militants refused to
buckle under the NLFT's pressure |
tactics on the ground they were
not Borok but Bru people and
their language was Kobru and not |
Kokborok. The NLFT attacked a |
BNLF hideout at Thangnan in the I
Chittagong Hill Tracts of |
Bangtadesh and killed 12 Reangs. |

This took the schism between
the NLFT and the BNLF to a point
of na return as the Reang tribals
flatly refused to convert from tra-
ditional Hinduism to Christianity
even inthe face of threats. Sources
said growing tension between

Reang outfits and the NLFT may,
soon lead to bloody clashes.
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‘Daily reveals
Ulfa hit list 3

in Assam™ |
HT Correspon_demg P W (\:}(,

Silchar, March 25
THE ULFA has drawn up a hit list
that has prominent politicians on
it, The Frontier Sun, an English
daily published by a prominent
media group in Sjlchar-Sonar-
Cachar has reported.

The militant outfit has also
drawn up an elaborate blueprint
fur violence through killihgs and
sabotage before the Assembly
polls in Assatn, the daily said.

It revealed that a suicide squad
named 'Enigma Group’ had been
formed by the Ulfa under the
leadership of Lashkar-e-Tayyeba,
a Pakistan based rebe| ontfit,

The Ulfa. however, reiterated
its traditional stand to boycott
the ensuing Assembly polls in
Agsam through the Internet edi-
tivn of Freedom, the group’s
mouthpiece. The list made by the
Ulfa at Deothang in Bhatan.
includes the names of Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta, the present CM,
Pradip Hazarika, the AGP secra.
tary, agriculture minister Chan-
dramohan Patowary, Union Min-
ister  of State for Water
Resources, Bijova Chakrohorty
and two other State ministers
Joinath Sharma and Hiranva
Konwar. The daily revealed that
the Ulfa blueprint included
extending invitations o the listed
politicians to functions where the
squad could eliminate them.,

Tripura DGP
against ceasefire
with ultras

HT Correspondent

Agartala, March 25

THERE IS no need for a cease fire
with the rebels as the law and
order situation in the State had
improved, Tripura Director Gen-
eral of Police B.I..Vohra said an
Sunday.

Vohra gave details of the
counter insurgency operations
and measures taken to upgrade
the State’s security forces after
he assumed office in July last
year. Citing information listed
between July last and February
this year. he claimed thar insur-
gency and the general sitnation
has improved a lot.

Forty-four rebels were report-
edly killed in 71 incidents of
exchange of fire in eight manths
from July 2000 to February anni.
Around 130 extremmists and 06
collaborators were arrested dur-
ing the period. Besides 5678 pre-
ventive arrests have heen mnade,
About 104 weapons were alsa
recovered during the period.

On the recent spurt of extrem-
ist violence that claimed at least
28 hives including 17 security
men, he said every year the sea.
son witnessed escalation of vig-
lence. The recent incidents,

therefore, do not cuuse grave
concern he said.

B.i.Vohra said kidnapping
had been brought under control.
Twelve security ca mps have been
set up in interior piaces. Securi-
ty men are armed with night
vision devices nnd dav vision
powerful binoculars. Twenty
new police stations would cone
into force and twenty oxisting
pofice stations would be upgrad-
ed. Recruitment for two new
Tripura State Rillos {TSR) have
been completed. the DGP said,

He lauded Monoranjan Deh.
barma, the police officer in
Ganddachara sub division who
staged the surrender of 12 hard-
core rebels by mfluencing their
families, saying that the police
was doing its best for the State.

Vohra suggestad people should
alse remain alert and follow
security instructions o avoid
any untoward situatinng Rebel
killed in clash with sery rity mea.
A suspected NLFT rebe! hers heen
shot dead in an exchange of fire
with TSR personne! in South
Tripura yesterday The incident
oceurred in the forests of Kafro
under Birganj police station. The
rebel has been identified as
Krishna Mongal Jamaria aged 25,
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Centre, Tripura

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

AGARTALA, March 24. - The AICC
criticised the BJP-led alliance at the
Centre and Tripura’s Left Front govern-
ment for failing to check insurgency in
the state.

The party felt Tripura’s situation was
worse compared to other North-east
states,

In a political resolution passed unani-
mously by the Bangalore Congress ses-
sion recently, the party expressed its
“deep concern” over Tripura’s deteriorat-
ing situation and the manner in which
the Union home ministry was conspicu-
ous by its silence over the state’s situa-
tion.

The resolution said the NDA gOVErTI-

. ment was evading its respousibility
¢ about Tripura’s situation, It said the
state's situation was deteriorating due
. o attacks by armed tribal groups and
deteriorating law and order in the state.
- The party resolution said a gitting
CUongress MLA, Madhusudan Saha was
zhot dead in Agartala on 20 February.
State police have failed to nab the eyl-

blamed
G

prits yet.

The state government has ordered a
CBI enquiry inte the situation, leading
to the MLA’s killing.

It said the AICC had given priority to
sensitive problems of the North-east,
and the party approved a propasal for
setting up a high power Congress com-
mittee to review the situation and rec-
ommend measures for solution.

The Congress expressed its optimism
over the outcome of ensuing elections in
Assam.

The results of coming elections in As-
sam might give a positive indication to-
wards solution of the state’s long-pend-
ing problems.

“If the Congress is elected to power,
the party’s foremost responsibility would
be to take measures for proper imple-
mentation of the Assam Accord,” the
party resolution said.

The AICC said proper initiative, like
that in Jammu and Kashmir and Naga-
land, should be taken np in Assam to in-
volve various rebel outfits in ceasefire
agreement, and create a conducive at-
mosphere for political negotiation with

for insurgency
med for insurgency

the rehels.

Reports from{Tripura’s interior hill
areas suggest thiat NLFT rival factions
have stepped up their infighting over sy-
premacy.

According to an Intalligence report,
Utpan Tripura, self-styled “defence min.
ister” of “NLFT governinent” was kilted
in an encounter with his rival group in
Chittagong hill forest arpa. Tripura was
trving to cscape from his camp with his
farnily, wher he wus attached by his ri-
val NLFT zroup.

There were a series of gun batiles be-
tween rival factions of the NLFT, both in
Tripura and Chittageng hill areas,
resulting tn many deaths in recent
weeks,

A senior state police official said
NLFT's attack on security vehicles in
North Tripura on 23 March was an at-
tempt for boosting outfits’ morale in
view of rising tntra-group clashes.

The NLFT is Lrving to terrorise the of-
ficials and workers with an aim of ob-
structing ihe border road construction,
which will pose & problem far trans-bor-
der mavement of armed rebels, P



~AGP needs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, March 24. — The Assam
Pradesh Congress today said the AGP
and BJP are two sides of the same com
+ and need each other to siay in power.
i Addressing a press conference here to-
day, the APCC chief and MP, Mr Tarun
© Gogol, alleged that both the parties are
" neck-deep in corruption and need each
' other’s support.

He also rubbished Mr Mahanta’s
charge that the Congress had sought
rebel outfits’ help to win the forthcoming
Assembly polls.

Congress would release its poll mani-
festo on 27 March and its list of candi-
dates by the first week of April, Mr Go-
zot said.

He said Tehelka issue only explains

& 7

why the BJP-led corrup A govern-
ment at the Centre was hell pent on pro-
tecting chief minister, Mr

mar Mahanta, who was ear¥er charged
by the CBI for his involverfent in the
multi-crore rupee Letter-of-Cledit scam,

“It is now clear why Mr Mahatta, refosed
to condemn the corruption of the BJF ve-
gime. After all, he needs the continued pro-
tection of the Centre,” Mr Gogoi said.

The Congress, if vated to power in the
Assembly polls, would provide the elec-
torate a “responsible, transparent and
development-oriented government,” he
added.

Blaming the AGP for bringing all de-
velopmental warks in the state to a
standstill, Mr Gogoi said only the Con-
gress can put an end to this
feeling of insecurity prevailing among

BJP help, says Cong

the peaple of Assam.

Economic development and employ-
ment generation would be the two main
programmes if Congress is elected to
power, he said.

He said that the AGP, which has mas-
tered the art of slander campaign,
blamed the Congress for even its own
follies - be 1t last years mass killing
of Hindi-speaking people or govern-
wents failure to pay salaries to its em-
playees.

Mr Gogoi alleged that the AGP had
plans to rig the elections and that is why
the state government had issued orders
to hold the polls in three phases.

That would enable Mr Mahanta to
move with his army of goons from one

constitue ncb"f/o/aﬂﬁ-beﬁ Mr Gogoj
satd. /
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‘Ir1ipura ultras kill
another five

HT Correspondent
Agartala, March 24

IN YET another bloody strike,
NLFT rebels shot dead five peo-
ple including two CRPF person-
nel in an ambush in remote Dha-
laidistrict on Saturday morning.
With this, 26 people including 16
securitymen have been killed in
three militant strikes this
month.

Nine people were wounded in
the latest attack on a-convoy of
private vehicles on the Assam-
Agartala National Highway at a

" place between Morachora and
Sindhu Kumar. The rebels took
away an SLR, a carbine, a hand
wireless set and ammunition.

Reports reaching here said
that CRPF personnel in a vehicle
were escorting a convoy of pri-
vate vehicles when it came under
attack around 9 am. Movement of
vehicles on the National High-
way is allowed onlt at specified

times under strict security.

Two CRPF men and three pas-
sengers of a truck following the
security vehicle were killed at
the scene. Nine people including
a security man wounded. Two of
them have been shifted to G B
Hospital here.

The dead CRPF men - Havil-
dar Ratha Singh and Constable
Jetha Han Borong — were from
115 Battalion of the force. The
battalion is responsible for pro-
viding security and patrol duty
on the National Highway.

The dead civilians have been
identified as Anukul Shil, Surya
Saha and Jogendra Rudra Panl.

Assam Rifles, CRPF and TSR
personnel launched a joint oper-
ation to track down the rebels.
The IG, CRPF, has rushed to the
spot.

The Tripura Director-Generat
of Police, B L Vohra, said the
rebels step up attacks in the dry
season every vear. He said the

. L
P
5]
recent incidents areinot so wor-
rying, because they must be set
off against the high duccess rate
of the security forces’ counter-
insurgency operation.

Chief Minister Manik Sarkar
held a meeting at his office with
top police and civil officiais fol-
lowing the incident. Sarkar held
a similar meeting at Ambassa,
the Dhalai district headguarters,
last Thursdawv

The NLFT's three ambushes
this month, which killed 26 peo-
ple including 16 paramilitary
bersonnei, came in the South,
North and Dhalai districts. They
killed 13, inclading 11 CRPF men,
at Bampur of South District on
March 3; and eight people includ-
ing three BSF personnel on
March 21.

After the first incident at Bam-
pur, the security top brass, fear-
ing repeats. put their forces on
maximum alert but failed to pre-
vent the later strikes.

THE HINDUSTAN TiHES



ripura rebels

. out to woo

A Khasi o

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Agartala, March 23: The out.
lawed National Liberation Front
of Tripura is trying to strengthen
its links with the Hynniewtrep
Natjonal Liberation Council of
Megthalaya,

The move is believed to be
aimed at ensuring the safety of
NLFT activists who have to go to
the Meghalaya capital for medical
treatment and other purposes.

Official sources said NLFT
“commanders” Rajkanta
Debbarma and Upendra
Debbarma visited Shillong last

i week and met HNLC chief Julius

" Donkuper. The NLFT duo report-
edly sought permissiontosetupa
well-equipped transit camp in
Shillong or any other “safe area”
within Meghalaya.

The HNLC, which is also keen

' to set up camps in the Khasi-dom-
inated areas across the Indo-
Bangladesh border. reportedly
agreed to help the NLFT setup a
camp in Meghalaya,

There is a sizeable population
of Khasis in Sylhet district of
Bangladesh. Most of these
Meghataya tribals are engaged in
the betel Ieaf isiness.

Officials said the NLFT was
desperate to assert its supremacy
after suffering largescale casual-
ties in a series of internal clashes.

The clashes began on July 12
last year when NLFT rebels killed
12 militants of the Bru National
Liberation Front of Tripura.
Nayanbasi Jamatya, one of the
founder members of the NLFT,
subsequently revolied against the
outfit’s leadership, compriging
Mantu EKoloi, Dhanu Koloi,
Kamini Bebbarma and
Biswamohan Debbarina.

Jamatya and his band of sup-
porters deserted the NLFT hide-
out at Thangnan in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh and captured some
camps in Sylhet district.

yutfit

Continuing their offensive
against the NLFT, the rebel Ieader
and his supporters recently took
conirol of the outfit’s Burunji
Basti camp.

The camp is close to Reang
Basti and Morahcerra, where a
group of BSF and Government

Reserve Engineering Force
(GREF) personnel were
ambushed yesterday

Bources gaid the NLFT leader-

ship had directed “commander™
Tapan Keloi to rein in the
Jamatya faction. It is the group
led by Koloi which carried out
yesterday's ambush. Eleven BSF
and GREF personnel were killed
in the attack.
Tripura education: Despite tall
claims by the riding Left Front,
the education system in Tripura
lies in tatters owing to the unabat-
ed insurgency over the past eight
years,

According to the Eccnomic
Review 1999-2000, tabled in the
Assembly, the dropout rate among
students from Class T to X is as
high as 78.62 per eent. The nation-
al average for the same is about
69.42 per cent.

Official sources here said the
dropout rate among tribal stu-
dents living within  the
autonomous distriet couneil
areas 1s more than 90 per cent
because of insurgency.

In the justconcluded session
of the Assembly, education minis-
ter Anil Sarkar had stated that
only 20 schools within the ADC
had stopped functioning. But
Tripura Upajati Juba Parishad
leader Rabindra Debbarma said
out of 1,284 schools within the
ADC, more than 50 per cent had
closed down because teachers
stopped attending classes for fear
of militant depredations.

The education minister saig-
posts of nearly 2,265 tea
including 306 for subject

not be filled up.

r‘ K\'d—. - .
PP O |

T

28 #8700



NSCN (IM)

0,

D

THE PRESIDENT of the NSCN
(IM}, Isak Chishi Swu criticised
the Government of India for
using the “peace process” as part
of the counter-insurgency strate-
g2y to “crush the aspirations of
the INagas.”

He said the Government's
“nan-declaration” of the mutual-
Iy agreed cease-fire area cover-
age had become the main obsta-
cle in their peace process. In his
speech read out on the occasion
of the 21st anniversary of the
outfit's Republic Day by its Home
Minister A Z Jami the president
said the ball was in the court of
the Government and not with the
Nagas.

Swu questioned the logic of
the Government of India declar-
ing “unilateral ceasefire with her
collaborators”™ saying that it
would only serve to dilute the
Ongoing peace process. He said

HT Correspondent
Dimapur; March 22

— —

Centre urged to declare ceasefire |

Imphal, March 22 I

%g‘;NIPUR ASSEMBLY today urged the Centre to declare ceascfire
arid resume dialogue with all the insurgent outfits in the North
Eastern region for bringing an everlasting peace in the region.
Participating in a discussion on a privare members resolution
in the State Assembly, Radhabinod Koijam said !
Rolding talks-only with NSCN (I-M) by the Centre would not
bring peace in the region. Chief minister said if there was a set-
tlement only with NSCN ([-M), the other msurgent outfits may
attempt to eliminate some NSCN (I-M) leaders and pleaded that all
insurgent outfits should be invelved in the peace talks, :
Koijam expressed ‘positive views’ that there may be evarlasting .
beace in the region if the tatks were held with al} insurgent outfits
after declaring ceasefire tn them, The private membe)’s resolu-
tion, moved by P Achou Singh of Manipur State Congress Party
was unanimously passed by the House. Achou Singh said it there
was a settlement between NSCN (I-M) and Central Govern ment, it
must not disturb the territorial integrity of Manipur
PT1

that the decades-old Indo-Maga
political issue could be solved
through political means only.

Swu alse apologized for the
excesses committed by NSCN
cadres, "we will do our utimast fo

THE HINDUSTAN TRE:

2 3 MAR 21

puts peace onus on Govt

reciify all the wrongs. Please do
appreciate the techniecal difficul-
ties invoived in cur efforts,” he
said.

Stating that.peaple were the
hackhone in the movemtent, Swu
said the programmes and poli-
cies of the NSCN were always for
the welfare of the peaple. It was
apposed to any political move
thot went against the “declared
principie” he said.

The NSCN president aiso said
India’s continued attempts to
reduce the Indo-Naga issue into a
taw and order and developmental
problem were futile. The policy
of imposition of India's will
upon the Nagas was also a mis-
tedie repeated time and again, he
A,

He called the Naga movement
ene of the longest resistance
niovemnents in world history till
dite. He said the Nagas were still
on the way bur reaching their
destination wasohly a matter of
thne.




qgﬂtre urged to

Ll resume talks
”n@mth N-E ultras

PRESS TRUSKDF INDIA

IMPHAL, March 292
Manipur

— The

tre to declare !
ceasefire and !
resume  dia- ¢
logue with all i
_ the insurgent
outfits in the
North-eastern i
region for !
bringing an ev-
erlasting peace
in the region.
Participat-
Ing in a dis-

cussiom on a @ - -

© private member’s resolutmn
in the House, the chief minis-
ter, state chief minister Mr
Radhabinod Koijam, said
holding talks only with
NSCN (I-M) by the Centre
would not bring peace in the
region.

He said if there was a set-
tlement only with NSCN (I-

Mr Radhabinod Koijam

’VII the other insurgent out-
fits may attempt to eliminate
some NSCN (I-M) leaders
and pleaded that all insur-
gent  outfits
should be in-
volved in the
- peace talks.

Mr Keijam
expressed ‘po-
sitive  views’
‘i that there may
"~ be everlasting
' peace in the re-

insurgent
outfits after de-
claring cease-
fire to them.

- ) The Manipur

State Congress party mem-
ber, Mr P Achou Singh,
moved a private member’s
resolution, and said that if
there was a settlement be-
tween NSCN (I-M) and Cen-
tre, it must not disturb the
territorial integrity of Mani-
pur.The resoiution was

passed by the H%



Bodo rebels target!
non-Assamese; 7

By MANOJ ANAND q /.\{ £) (QV"

Guwahati, March 19: Suspected
Bodo militants gunned down
seven Tmon-Assamese  people,
including three women and two
children, and injured five others in
Lower Assam's Kamrup district
oi Sunday night.

District superintendent of police
L.R. Bishnoi said a group of out-
+ lawed National Democratic Front
of Bodoland ultras, armed with
sophisticated weapons, stormed
Ramgaon village on the border
between Kamrup and Darrang dis-
tricts and opencd indiscriminate
fire killing three Bengalis and
thrée Santhals on the spot.

A six-month-old infant, who sus-
tained bullet injuries in the attack,
died on the spot. The mother of the
infant, who was also wounded. has
been shifled to Guwahati Medical
College Hospital with four others.

The incident sparked panic and
terror-stricken people fled the vil-
lage to take sheiter in nearby forest
areas, he said. Of the five injured,
three are Bengalis and two Adiva-
sis. the police said, adding that 10
empty cartridges of AK-47 rifles
were recovered from the massacre
site. Those killed were identified
as Ter Munda, Thojen Munda,
Rupali Kahindi, PinkiSil, Rajv Sil,
| Pula Sil and an infant. The NDFB
apparently wants to evict the Ben-

killed in Kamrup

gali and Adivasi settiers who
stayed back after a tea estaie where
they worked had folded up. -

The killings came close on the
heels of a three-day visil of the
chief election commissioner M.S.
Gill to the state to review the law-
and-order situaiion before
announcing the Jates for Assem-
hiv clections scheduled. for next
month. The NDFB has been carry-
ing out violent attacks in the arca
in = bid W evict the illegal
encroachers since 1983, when they
killed two persons and burnt down
several huts in the same area.

A massive combing operation
has been launched and raids con-
ducted al Mcgormari, Sueladia |
Supa and Tamulbari to track down
the kiflers.

Chief minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta and senior police alficers
visited the spot of Monday. ‘

Meanwhile, after a bricf lull, the
Ulfa struck in Lower Assam on
Saturday killing three peopic in
Nalbari district. Armed ultras kid-
napped a student of Nalbari Col-
lege and a teacher of a local prima-
ry school at gun point en Saturday
morning from Lheir homes at vil-
lage Burinagar.

Six militants then went 1o the
teacher’s house in ihe evening and
forcibly took away his elder broth-

er. The rebels shot the thre
together in front of the school.




Assam ministers
on inauguration

|

overdrive

HT Correspondent \,” -
Cuwahati, March 19 \\ V

CHIEF MINISTER Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta and his Cabinet
colleagues are franrtically tour-
ing the State, laying foundation
stones or inaugurating semi-con-
structed projects, before the offi-
cial notification of the Agsembly
election.

While Mahanta laid the foun-
dation stone of a Rs 94-crare
cricket stadium at Hengerabari
in the capital on Moaonday, other
ministers were busy laying the
Toundation of several other
schemes. Minister of State for
animal husbandry Hiranya Kon-
war, for instance, inaugurated
two unfinished small concrete
bridges on the arterial Dhodhar
Ali Road in 8ibsagar district on
Monday.

The approach te these bridges
15 vel to be built. but State PWD
officials were instructed to clear
tie decks for the inauguration.
e of e reasens for this haste
15 that the bridges fall within the
Sonari constituency of veteran
Cungress leader Sarat Borkotokw

This constituency is adjacent
to Mahmara conhstituency held
by Konwar, who said to be wor-
ricd by the ascendancy of Con-
gress In the Sibsagar belt. Kon-
war according 10 AGP haiters,
had taken a leaf out of Mahan-
ta’s buok to flaunt a do-gooder

Tage.

A8 )

Mahantd has over the past two
months inalgurated at least nine
road bridggs in Nagaon snd
Morigaon districts, some of
which are vet ta be completed.
But none was as spectacuiar us
the inauguration of the Ry 23 Hid-
crore Bishnu Prasad Rava Fly
over at Ganeshguri in the capital.

The construction of this four
lane flyover was undertaken in
January last year. Two lanes of
this flvover were com pleted last
month and were duly “inaugu-
rated” by Mahanta on Februoary
18. The flyover, however. has
developed depressions within a
month of the inauguration, rais-
ing doubis about its strength.

This inauguration wus preced-
ed by the opening of half of one
of the 11 bridges being built
across the Bharalu river. And
two weeks later on March 5,
Mahanta inaugurated a 30-bed
hospital at Bamuni in his pet
constituency Barhampur This
Rs Z-crore hospital is not even
half compiete,

That very day Mahanta laid
the foundation stone of a Rs 19.80
lakh Krishak Bhavan at Cha.
panala as well as a bund at Leng-
tajuri in his home constituency.
These were followed by severa}
others at Golaghar, f}%rajhar
and Karimganj distriefs where
the AGP’s incal MLAS were crod
ited with wrestiiz (he projects
for their regpéctive constituen.

Orissa mulls
bonds for
Paradip
project

HT Corvespondent
Bhubanesweos: Ve f 1o

ORISSA INDUSTROES Allnister K
Vo Sinuhvies told the Assernhiy on
Monday thal efforis are o4 10 fing
& seiitihon o the COMIOVETSY over
Paradip Ofl Refinery prajce:r and
the State Government is o insider-
ing Indian O Co SIS sy
goestion to issue by

Singhden stated By ot o
vound of discission, {0 cam.
Torward with o =uvae-tion
issuing bonds in leo o the sajes
tax to be colleered by then, The
bond would hove a0 ity oof
SEVET voary bearico o kva rare of
imnterest The bo ol wouid e
encashed inthe secotnn o puker
at o diseount i the S Govern
MENt Were in urgen: neeo of cagi

The proposal of it ix ander
exaniination of the Stte Governe
ment. the Mintstor sqid Theie 1g 0
deadlock over the teiine v £ e
as I0C wants salos tax waiver
promised by the State Gove
ment cartien initisey the o)
WAS ProMmoted as o boant ventipen
Indian O Corporaton and
Euwait Petroleum Carpoiation
In that contest, the State Govern
ment had pramised e eytend
Sales Tax convessione  ndes
Industrial Pobes Kewotinn o, 1o

In effect, it mear deferment of
sales tax for 11 years, Subsengent
Iy Kuwatt Perroloum Corporagio;-
withdrew from the project. shici
is now being impleneated by 100
alone.
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‘Some Assam tea
r,”]/'/ -
' companies

{ATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

UWAHATI, March. 18. — Ef-
rts of the Assam Police to
woke funds supply to militant
ifits would have borne fruit
t for some tea companies,
The Inspector General of
lice {Operations), Mr GM
ivastava, sald extortions
d stopped in most cities
d towns where business-
an refused to pay any lon-
r.
lowever, some tea compa-
25 had frustrated the police
iorts to completely starve
e militant outfits of fi-
inece, Mr Srivastava said.
The chief minister, Mr Pra-
lla Kumar Mahanta, said
e government was not
vare of any forceful collec-
on of money by any militant
itfit from any tea garden or
her business houses.

The statements of Mr Sri-

vaslpva and Mr Mahanta im-
ply that tea gardens which
wer; paying money to the
miliant outfits were doing so
volintarily.

M- Srivastava said very re-
cen ly some tea companies in
Golaghat and Tinsukia dis-
tricts had paid Rs 1.35 crore
10 “he Ulfa. These payments
were made in cities like Pat-
na agnd Calcutta.

Mr Srivastava refused to
Na&pe the companies at this
stage saying this would ham-
per investigations. The tea
coTypanies are still not sin-
cere about helping the police
to Jeal strongly with the mil-
1tapt outfits.

Mr Robin Barthakur, secre-
tary of Assam Branch of Indi-
an Tea Association said doz-
ens of tea planters have been
killed while several others
hayve been abducted. No ab-
ducted person has ever been

v W

Y. ¥

no

still fund ultras’

rescued.

“If one of our men is kidnap-
ped and a ransom is deman-
ded and we are told that the
man would be killed if the
ransom is not paid what do
we do? Do we have no respon-
sibility towards him?” he
asked.

Mr Srivastava also said
there was a proposal to raise

a force within the police ex-

clusively for industry, which

is to be named Assam 3tate .

Industrial Security Force. He
hoped that the force would
soon become a reality.

Industrialists from other
states should nov feel appre-
hensive about coming to As-
sam to set up businesses.

The police are fully geared
to ensure their security, he
said. He said the security
scenario in the had im-
proved consi v in recent
times.

20w 25
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?fssam, Meg\ﬁalaya
move to settle .-

border row- ° \

HT Correspondent
Shillong, Mareh 15
MEGHALAYA GOVERNOR M M
Jacoh on Friday said the State
Government was keen 1o settle
inter-State boundary disputes
Wwith Assam. “The Chief Minis.
ters of Meghalaya and Assam
nave agreed ta resolve the bordor
issue inan amicable manner and
to strengthen the g ge-old friendly
tieg among the people of the
States,” he said.

Addressing the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly on the
inaugural day of the Budget ses-
sion. the Governor said both the
Chief Ministers have met a num-
ber of times to discuss ng the
issue. The State Level Revenue
Committee has alge been consti-
tuted to advice the Government
on the issue. The first report is
also under exarnination.

The Governor said counter-
Insurgency aperations in the
State had been intensified and
wonld continue wherever
required to maintain peace and
tranquillity, Though the State
had remained free frem commu-
nal disturbances, the two mifi-
tant outfits, Hynniewtrep
National Liberation Councij
(HNLC) and Achik National vol-
uateer Courncejl (ANVC), were
continuing with thoeir criminal
activities, he said,

"Unfm‘tunately, the new year
started  with nine senselesg
killings, Including that of four

policemen,” Jacab said, a
that the Government w il
strengthen the State police by
way of madernising arms and
ammunition, communication
eguipment and providing veh;-
cles and manpower, to tackie mil-
itancy:

The Governor said peace wag
&0 essential component for al)
round development of the State,
He said the State Government
was repeatedly urging militants }
to shun violence and cormesfor- i
ward for negotiation and peacefu] I
resolution of their grievances. |

“I'am glad to mention that al
large number of ANVC militants !
have chosen tg Join the main. !
stream,” Jacob said, adding that |
the Goverament Was serious {
abaout their rehabilitation. An |
advisory committee has been !
constituted tn provide coun-
selling to  the surrendered
cadres.

The State Governmen+ appre-
ciates the role of Home Guards,

ivil Defence personnel apee
being engaged in gnarding vitaj
installations, the Governar said,
Raising the issue of infiltration
from Bangladesh, the Governor
sald the 443-km-long pornus
international border stretch
faclitates influx to Meghalaya.
To tackle the problem, 47 infilira-
tion check posts hag been set up
by the State Government. This is -
in addition to the g2 border ¢
Posts (BOPs) set up by the Bopfler
Security Force (BSF).
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" Selective truce for N-E

FROM CHANDAN NANDY * \/ l%‘Qntre is expected to ake a for-

New Delhi, March 16: The Cen-

. tre will declare ceasefire selective-
“ly in the Northeast contrary to

earlier indications of an emnibus

. announcement for the region.

A spokesman for the Union
home ministry said, “The govern-
ment has no proposal to declare a
unilateral ceasefire with all the

- militant groups in the Northeast.”

Official sources said the Cenire

. was ready to declare a formal

truce with the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Khaplang).
A draft of the ground rules to
be implemented in the proposed
ceasefire with the NSCN(K) has
been prepared and discussions
are on with leaders of the Myan-

mar-based insurgent outfit. The

- here to formalise the dec

mal announcement bythe end of
this month, Top NSCN&K) leader
Khitovi Sema may be s

Governmetrit sougrces said the
Centre “has now recansidered” its
earlier proposal to broadbase the
ceasefire in the whole of the
Northeast for various reasons.

The Vajpayee government was
forced to take into account the im-
plications of a unilateral truce
which wonlid send confusing sig-
nals to Myanmar, Bhutap and
Bangladesh, where several insur-
gent groups are holed up in forest
camps . Sources said in the event
of an omnibus ceasefire . an-
nouncement for the entire North-
east, these countries would sus-
pend their operations against the

Indian insurgent groups. “The im-
mediate fallout would be the sus-
pension of operations against the
NSCN {(Isak-Muivah), the
NSCN(K}, the Ulfa and the Nation-
al Liberation Fron of Tripura.

“1t was dilficult to convince the
governments of thesce couniries
that cross-border terrorism not
only pased a threat to their inter-
nal security but also to the entive
region. [f has only been a few
months since these governiments
started co-aperating with us,” an
official said.

The Centre’'s vacillation indi-
cates that the decision-makers
had done little groundwork before
considering a proposal which, ac-
cording to Northeast watchers, is °
“doomed to fail even before It;

blueprint is chalked ouit™. /



2 Nagas yea&n
for peace: S

v ; '\7
i

THE NAGALAND Government
has expressed happiness over the
Centre’s peare initiative in the
State and negotiation with the
NSCNKY. It has urged all under-
greund groups to extend cooper-
ation and expedite the peace
process,

Addressing the State Assem-
bly on Tuesday, Governor Om
Prakash Sharmg said people of
the State, after Witnessing vip-
lence and unrest for decades,
Were yearning for Peace. Pegce
rallies organised in the State fre.
Quently were the Mmanifestation
of people’s quest for peace, he
said. “It should be the constant
endeavour of al] t0 make peace a
reality for the beople,” Sharmg
said,

There was a fresh wind biow-
ing in the State with euphoria
fanned by the prospectus of last-
ing peace, the Governor sajd. The
Government Was committed tg {—
bringing a lasting solution to the
political problem of Nagaland
through peacefig] and democratic
means, he said. The Government
supported all initiatives and
ideas that would help resolve the
issue, he added. ;

“Let us not miss this opporty. j
nity to bring about g solution tg
the vexed problem that has
affected us for the bast 50 vears,”
the Governor said.

The sharp decline in killings
and arson was an indication that
Peace and normalcy were steadi.
Iy returning to the State. During -
the past six months the fatality
average had come down to two

ber month.
Amonth priorto the ceasefire,
the average was 7. which

declined to eight during the first
three vears of the ceasefire,
Sharma said.

Though the ground rules of
the ceasefire with the NSCN (IM
had been revised, it woulg e
meaningless unjess the pepple
were sincere and comrnitt
Governor maintained.




...am_u.__.:.mm uo Heyemnr) e BjUeyRN Jewny Ejlinjeid 0} swie 413y} 19puating C@OE:N.—JE
10K 1H

UQ.LINS Uaw e

~

S1doad oy pue worsipir iy
Bunooierd Jo swiru ayy. .Rm. utp
-bleseg peatsiut axom Asiypins
SIUBHITUT U1 " (Ym0 DI B3 Ay
UONNINSUOD uerpu] #q3 15adsad
PUE daudtols aanfqe 01 e
913 pads)siuTwpE #urag Iy

“sdiuny
Aurureq ayy o) 51 AQ paj[asny
433 auaym woyy PeqenrIEsy o)
uoyy pue ygoraey oy WMOE PLom
Aol ‘rIqnyg usnoangy - exeyg
01 uayel 3uraq Jayyy ‘UBIsIye
ur tyoesieq ye jg) 4q peuteirdiomn
£ayl 1my) sau, :Emsunﬁmﬂ::
SIUeITTW PeIopuaLIng * afyg,
BBATE Qe s
SLNppuaeyeq euenepy WIBSSY
ULILNO 241 30 g8 a1y g aead
ISeL palsarie usag asy. g Ayl
Jo Mo ueisiye g ur paulel] aeg
I} WOJ $IURIT[TUL 1eyaey ow.n:t
Buoure aue erdoad XIS BSOUJPILS
BHIU BUYSLISAIRH goy) Y,
TeNstd B pue Lpyy
BUO "98-Y 'V sU0 barisadop Loy,
WUEISINES Ul pOUTEL) aiam
— - (qn) pawryy uippneqy
PUR {Laquy) pawyy uippnejeg
‘(eredreon) NDRH WAk
(eredieon) 1y ¥eRnesg (vaed
TROD) 1V [nqeyeg (Lagny)
WEST [MIZBL — SILEIT[ItE By ],
‘8291 ILsTUIlg KU
WESSY a1 310j0q Aepo] -§urae
UMOD Prey HaspTy e -TH- 1Ry
a3 o) Suiduoraq m&zgﬁg XIs

) .K 1 Y20y qi@%:m
J \/./ Mapuodsarion Ly

YIeH 9

T
e

THE HMDUSTAN Tial

g 9m

AREH



.« Govt. to decide soon on

‘\[/
% yxf)

PORT BLAIR, MARCH 6. The

Government will 5000 announce

a decision to intlude two Naga
insurgent groups in the ongoing
Northeast peacelprocess.

“A decision hak almost been
finalised to include NSCN
(Khaplang) and Naga Federal
Party.

Other Naga groups have
consented to this move'', Mr.
Advani said.

On the security scenario in
the Andaman and Nicobar
islands, Mr. Advani said there
have been several cases of
poaching in these islands, in
which foreigners are involved.

There are reports of “large-
scale influx of people’” in these
islands which is “affecting the
cconomy .

“Tomorrow this may affect
the security of these islands as
well,” he said.

In view of the situation, the
Centre has asked the
administration and al
concerned agencies as well as
the Navy and the Coast Guard
te remain alert and vigilant, he
said.

Referring to the local

problems, Mr. Advani said he
will speak to the concerned
Ministries to ensure that the
cost of transportation of
essential items delivered
through the PDS and even the
cost of LPG should not be
included in the prices.

"“In case more subsidy is
required to be given, (to keep
the prices low) we'll take a
decision on that matter”, he
said.

Mr. Advani took a positive
note of the suggestions on
better connectivity fur the
islands, including helicopter
services, and even suggested
establishment of a mobite
hospital on a ship.

At least 15 new vessels to be
etmployed for local transport,
will arrive by June, he informed.

He said the grants for the Port
Blair Municipal Cominission
and local self-Governments have
been raised manifold in the
coming plan,

Speaking on the Kashmir
issue, he said Pakistan has failed
to respond to india’s unilateral
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
positively.

"~ Naga peace process

“Spreading terrorism in
Kashmir has become a sort of
policy for Pakistan which is a
dangerous proposition.

The security forces are in o
state of alert tw tackle
infiltration attempts by
Pakistan’s 1581, and we are also
taking the help of our friendly
neighbours in this regaed,” he
said.

Mr. Advani tonight said that
the 2tst century will belong to
India despite comprtition from
China.

“China wants 1o be the world
leader in this century and it has
been claiming so for quite
sometime. But the carning days
will be of India's.

The 20th century was of the
west. But the 215t century
belongs to us.”

He criticised Afghanisian’s
Taliban regime for destroving
the statues of Buddha.

“The action of the Taliban ha:
drawn flak from countries acros:
the world.”” He said the entire
world is outraged by this
heinous crime. — PTI
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Manipur

opposes

ceasefire extension

By Ot CORRESPONDENT F\% -

New Delhi, March 3 ‘The
Manipur govemnment has opposed
extension of the threc-year-long
ccaselire between the Centre and
the NSCN (IM) w a¥ the Noga
inhabited areas of the states neigh-
houring Nagaland.

In his meeting with the Prime
Minister Alal Behari Vajpayee and
the Union home minister Lal
Krishra Advani. the state chief
minister Radhabinod Koijam is
learnt to have canveyed that the
Centre should instead annouive a
cease fire with ail the mililant
groups uctive in the region v the
patiern of Lhe cease. lire announced
hy it in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

He substantizred his point of
view hy staiing (rat this will be the
first step in bringing the i litants
o the negotiating  table. The
Manipur government s whready
amnounced a cease five with she
mihrant sroaps active in the stale
for the month of March. There are
17 militant groups active i ihe
stale.

Stating that the Nuga oullils have
heen demanding a “grealer Naga-
land”™ integrating Naga dominated
arcas of Manipur as well, Mr Koi-

jam said the peeple of his state
have strongly opposed the exten-
sion of cease fire with the NSCN
(IM) to the areas of adjoining
states and will at any cost protect
the territorial integrity ol Manipur.

An official from the Manipur
governent told The Asian Age
that, “A large chunk of area in
Manipur is Naga dominated. I s
becolnes a part of greater Naga-
land, what will be lv.l;o{' Manipur

¥

N
He discltcrzcd that peéple in
Manipur have been organising rat-
ties and demomstrations on the
issue, Bven the state Assembly had
alsn passed a reselution to this
eifect.

The stale chict minister is learnt
1o have made it clear to the Ceptie
that while s government will
welcome  Centre's  imiliaiive to
restore normakey in the region. the
on-goiny  ceaseline “should not

alfeet the terejtarial integrity of

Manipur.” Beawdes My Kojjam, the
Ansait chict minisier s held
interaction with the Prime Mimster
and Ute home minister on the issue
on Priday. Barlier in September the
talks between the Pame Minister
and the four chigininisters from
the Northeast wtd remained incon-
clusive.

THE ASIAN AC C



“Top Sulfa
leader",.
remandeA\

in custody

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, March 4: Sulfaleader
Lohit Deuri and 12 of his associ
ates, who were arrested yesterda
for vandalism and assault on
businessimen here, were today 1
manded in judicial custody for 1
days.

The arvested persons, inclu
ing three of Deuri’s persanal secy
rity guards, were produced befor:
the chief judicial magistrate thi:
evening. who sent them to jail for

i a forbuight.
; fn his statement before the
i magistrate, Deuri said he was not
\f present at Fancy Bazar at the time
of the incident but came to Pan-
hazar police station on receiving
information,

He alleged that besides deten-
tion, he was also beaten up by the
superintendent of city police GP
Singh. The personal security offi-
cers of the former militant provid-
ed by the state government were
disarmed by the police yesterday
after they abetted arson by Sulfa

, activists.

. Seven persons were jnjured as
! the former militants and three se-
{ buritymen beat up the owner and
{ emplovees of a shop. One of the

myloyees received serious head

L)uunes after heing hit by the butt

fa weapon rarried by a security-
an. The Sulfa members were try-

ing to collect daily “fees” for the -
“Care Guwahati” scheme, they .

were entrusted with by the Guwa-
hati Municipal Corporation.

The term of the memorandum
of understanding ended on Febru-
ary 28 as it was done on an experi-
mental hasis. Under the “Care
Guwahati” scheme, the GMC

handed over wards 29 and 30 to
“guifa businessmen” for regular |

cleaning operations. The Sulfa
boys were allowed to collect a
daily fee of Rs 10 from bigger
shops and Rs 4 from the kiosks to
carry out cleaning operations.
L.ohit Deuri, once a top man in the
outfit, was heading the Sulfa busi-
ness enterprise looking after the
“Care Guwahati” programme.
However. the GMC decided
not to extend the term of the MoU
following allegations that the
Sulfa members were doing their
job in a slipshod m:
The Sulfa mergbers also faced
charges of forcijfle collection of a
much higher $es from the petty
traders.

- -"» ylmnﬁlm
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A political\settlement
with the Nagas
will reqiire the
. backing' of the

A
non-Nagas as well.

BARUN DAS GUPTA

mn the peace moves in

the Northeast.

LOSE ON the heels of
the Union tHome
Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani's hint in Kohima
ast Sunday that the Naga
-easefire might be extended to
sther areas of the Mortheast, the
Army announced a “suspension
»f operations’ against all
nilitant groups in Manipur for
15 days from March 1, in view of
the holi festival, which the
Manipuris call “Yaoshang”.

The next day, the Manipur
Government went a step further
by announcing a one-month
ceasefire during which the State
police and the paramilitary
forces would cbserve a similar
restraint. Obviously, the Army
and the Manipur Government
took the step at the instance of
the Centre. In Manipur, there
are ahout a dozen and a half
militant outfits of Nagas and
Kukis mainly active in the hills,
and of Manipuris or Meiteis
operating in the valley.

It was in August, 1997, that
the Naga ceasefire between the
Centre and the Isak-Muivah
faction of the NSCN (National
Sacialist Council of Nagaland)
first came into force for three
months. 1t was routinely
extended every three menths.
However, from 1998 the period
was extended to six months. Last
August, it was extended by a
year, implying that the Centre
was satisfied that the ceasefire
had worked well.

There were differences
between the NSCN(I-M) and the
Centre on the ceasefire on wo
counts. First, the former wanted
it extended to all Naga-inhabited
areas in Manipur, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. But the State
Governments concerned were
dead against it. Second, the

NSCN (I-M) maintained that the

ceasefire was between the

Centre {that is, the Army) and

itself. but the Centre insisted it

meant that the faction desist
from all violent activities —
whether directed against the

State police, the rival Khaplang

faction or common people —

and stop all forms of extortion.
The Congress(l) Chief Minister

of Nagaland, Mr. S. C, Jamir, has

all along been opposed to the

Centre holding peace talks
one faction only. When the
NSCN(I-M) made an abort
on his life on November 2
1999, despite the ceasefire
demanded its immediate
termination. He alleged tF
NSCN(I-M) was honourin;
ceasefire only by its flagra
viglation.

Intriguingly, last Tuesd:
NSCN(E-M) announced it
“exempting’ some sick a:
newly-established public ¢
private sector enterprises
payment of “loyalty tax” 1
Government, the so-calle
“Government of the Peop
Republic of Nagaland” or
but all other organisation
continue to pay the “fax’
Employees of all organise

The NSC

will also continue o ¢
part of their salary as
been doing.

On the eve of Mr. A
Kohima visit, the Nag
headed by Mr. Jamir,
resolution pooh-pooh
[sak-Muivah faction’s
it ajone had the mamn«
Naga people to hold 1
the Cenue.

The NPCC propose
common platform “c
all sections of Nagas’
for holding “direct p
talks” with the Centr
suggested that the C
the iitiative for the
stressed that no “'sir
organisation” could
Naga problem. Othe
such as the NSCN(¥
Naga National Cow

Navigating An eag

R. BILL CLINTON, mired

post-presidential blues,

have cringed at the sight

ideological seulmate, Mr.
Biair, backslapping Mr. George W.Bu
swearing loyalties to the new White [
The “charm offensive” whicl was th
to be unique to his relationship with
Clintons was in full flow as a beamin
Blair flew into Washington last weck
ﬁrst-ever meeting with a man who w
his preferred choice for the White He
only a few months ago. Indeed, Mr. |
acknowledged that Mr. Blair had bow
him over.

Downing Street has hailed the visit
unqualified success, and Mr. Blair hit
delighted te have discovered in Mr. B
“very able, very intelligent” leader wi
“real sense of vision abour what he w
achieve and what's important”. More
importantly he is delighted that he is
welcome in Washington and that in i
distress he can always phone a friend
Bush, he has been assured, is only a
telephone call away, just as it used to
the days of Mr. Clinton. The message
repeatedly put across by Mr. Blair anc
men is that the Anglo-t.5. “special
relationship” remains intact and that
departure of Mr. Clinten is going to n-
no difference to the way the two coun
have dealt with each other in the past

Those who believe that at some poi:
on some issues Britain wouid need to
choose between 11.S. and turope — ar
has been stated by some very impuorra
members of Mr. Bush's team — are be
told that this is a “false” and “‘foolish’
choice conured up by people who wa
put Britail in a box. Mr. Blair declared
during Us visit, that "‘we want o have
best o"both worlds"; that Britain want
be beth with the 1.8, and Europe at th
sare time. He saw no contradiction o1
diﬁculry in being an Atlanrist and a

<uropean simultaneously; indeed he th
Britain could be the bridge between th.
and Europe.

However, neither public nor political
opinion is impressed, and there is a
widespread view that Britain has alread
cast its lot with the 1.8, on impartant
issues, the most obvious being its
unqualified support to the U.S. positior
Iraq. Its decision to join the recent U.5,
air strikes against Baghdad caused deey.
unease even among Labour MPs and w
S€en 4s an atrempt by Mr. Blair o ingr:
himself with Mr. Bush an the eve of his
summit with the new U1.S, president. (O«
Irag, Britain is the odd man out in Eurc
and if there is one issue on which the ¥
administration has clearly chosen betw:
U.S. and Europe it is on the guestion o
sanctions and military action against
Baghdad. Downing Street can quibbie tt
its own independent policy simply
happened to coincide with the 11.S. pos:
or that it is merely implementing the U
Security Council resolution but few eve:
Labour Party are willing ta swallow this
It would take a lot more to remove the
impression that Britain is indeed behavi
like America’s “poodle”.
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Easi’ in faraway New Delfid
author and columnist Sanjoy
Hazarika has extensively
reseqrehed the reglonal phenomiv
non that has come fo be Knoicn o8
cross-border migration. HIs
“newest book, Rites af Passage
Rarder Crossings, Tmagined
Homelonds. India’s North-flast
and Bungludesh (Penguin fndic)
probes the subject and profiers
solutions. In this exclusive infer
view for HT Bazarikae shares s
experience and insighis with
UMANAND JAISWAL

What are vour expecta-
tions from Rites of Passage?

1 hape for a good response
hecause I think people arve fod
up with lies, prepaganda. hatf-
truths and unrealistic wavs of
dealing with this issue (mzra-
tionY. The book is looking for
sensible strategies. which will
help pull the entire region up
by its bootstraps ami not one
part of it. Hatred and suspi-
vion have gone on for fay too
jong. In the short-term angd tiw
lone-term. common sense ofted
makes the best political, s
and cconomic stratogies, |
must say that I was over-
whelmed with the response 1o
Srrangers of the st rof
Bhopa!. Lessons of ¢ v
There were the two Dok v
T N Seshan. the fu ;
Fiection Commission
(regeneration of ITadia andd
Regeperation of fodial, o
there have been four banks 1u
all. 1 still have to nudae wve
when 1 see the books et o

m.z\l
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1 pxpiove,
AYETICY. O
#il and

the bigges

sround e
imzraic, wh
ey settle
acaple, thoel
sl Tear<. v
that are noev
oniv the nc
politrelans
well fis 0N-0
sions about
the vaices of
ape side of
unnrepared
sides.
Throush f
heuve travoil
puast In Ase
ancladesh
Lies ol movel
HESEN I B L
Swiicivthe b
hut alsa the
e the posst
donding w
with lowic un
o long we b
e heartas
woith o hedc
The honk
; cunsic
Vobon

i

=

HT Correspondent
Kofkata. Marchi 2

THE
domrinated  State

TRINAMOOL Congress-
INTUC has

Been put in a spot over the deci-
sien o the CVTU-led Left trade
pnions o g for g anited strag-
ale

grinst the anti-worker poli-
of the Laton Budget propos-

alw, if necessary by catling a

pnrrvwide mndusirial bandh
jater this month.

i o protest
nion Budget pro-
.k for immediate
sure ol & number of sick cen-
1 opublic ssetor units. was
avpmously adopted at the
de unions, held at
riioffice today

As g fira step a workers'
raily would be held at tiie Sahid
sipar maidan on March 14,
where tormer Chief Minister
Jvoti Tasu and uther unjon lead-
ere. inchwling the Stite INTUC
president and Trinamool leader
Suprata Mukierice, would be
asked o take paIT.

The INTUC was invited at
today's meenng at the Crit
affice and had no other aptrion
but o gupport the rusolution
adopred.

But with the Trinamool being
L grerive ally of the NDA Gav-

Burdwan villages
electrified

s INTUC
"with ared tace

erpment at the Cealre
INTUC has reasons to e
of bheing an active pa rticip
such Left-sponsored agit
against the BJY lod Soveri
in the Centre.

Opiniens in the State i
are also divided over the is
minerity zroup, ted by 1
hadur Singh, maintaing i
protect the interest ol the
ors. the INTUC nweed 1o g
all these unicns, oven il
means putting the Centr
dock.

The majority, Owing
giance to Subrata Muki
ferls that while fhe L
should support the just cat
the workers, it should stas
from any attempts o pol
jhese working cluss issues

“If ig clear rhat the CIT
raken up the workers' ca
this juncture witihh the Ass
glections In West Beong
mind™, said INTUC State
tary Promathes sen. Confl
{hat they weuld atrend thi
erstrally on Mareh 14, b
they were yet to decide w
thev would be a purty iod
posed mdustrial bandh a
the country. ¥ We must he
that such trade union i
do nottake on political co
Sen added.

Housing

iz HINDUSTAN T

g MAR 201



Tripura rebels gun
down 11 CRPF men

HT Correspondent
Agartala, March 3

Wy

:ELEVER CRPF menand-their.
two civillan drivers - were
“gunned down this mornmg by

“Natiopal_] Liberation Front of
Tripura (NLFT) guerrilias who

lay in’ambish for the. con{roy by

a remote hiffreadi 7 -

. Three securrty personne}
were sermusly wounded in the
attack, which comes after'a few
. months of: reiatwe ca]:m on the

" sfate’s roads. 3 :

The 4th Baftalion men were
travelling in a convoy of five
vehicles when, from a hillock at
Bampur, South Tripura, the mil-
itants began hurling grenades
at them. Then they trained their
guns at the last two vehicles and
riddled them with bullets.

Within minutes thirteen men
.-lay dead inside. Some of the
rebels came down the hill,
walked up to the vehicles and
took away nine antomatic rifles
—faur carbines, four SLRs and
one LMG—and some ammuni-
tien.

The ambush was too fierce
and swift, and the CRPF men
were sitting ducks with virtual-
1y no chance of fighting back,
the Inspector General of Police
(Law & Order), K Salim Alj,
said. The men killed are: Sub
Inspector Ganesh Prasad Singh
(38), Head Constables Sukhdev

-

Chaudh y (35) and Jajadlsh
Mandal (§5), and Lance-Naiks
Ganga Singh (32), NK Malakar

-(29), Pritam Singh (28), Paban

Kumar (29), Mahadev Singh
(30), Subhas Chanda (30), HR
Chaneda (29) and Rajendra Yadav
(31). The dead drivers are Kamal
Das and Narayan Debnath.

The injured are fighting for
life in hospital, the doctors
describing their condition as
critical.

The 4th Battalion men
were travelling in a
convoy of five vehicles
when, from a hillock at
Bampur, South Tripura,
the militants began
hurling grenades at them.

Early reports had said that -

the twa civilian casualties were
passers-by caught in crossfire. It
was later confirmed that they
were the drivers of the vehicles
the battalion had hired.

The ambush has surprised
security top brass, for the NLFT
had been lying low for the past
several months.

Today's was the first major
strike on the security forces this
year; and the first on the CRPF

v h G

in the state in two years.

The highest toll in a single
ambush in Tripura is 18, all of
them jawans, killed in South
Tripura in 1997.

The State’s Director-General
of Police, BL Vohra, IGP Salim
Ali and other senior police and -
CRPF officers rushed to the
spot. A hunt is on for the killers.
CRPY sources said they expect
a breakthrough soon.

All police stations and securi-
ty units in the state have been
put on alert, for it is feared that
the NLFT will launch more
attacks on the forces.

PTI adds: Tripura Chief Minis-
ter Manik Sarkar condemned
the ambush of the CRPF convoy
in South Tripura. In a statement
here, he requested the Central
Government to augment the
strength of Central forces, par-
ticularly the Army, for intensi-
fying counter-insurgency opera-
tions and ably guard the border.

Referring to the ambush by
suspected ATTF militants in
which 13 persons, including
11CRPF personnel, were killed
the Chief Minister said it was a
dastardly attack aimed at
demoralising the security
forces following the success in
anti-insurgency operations.

He appealed to the peace-lov
ing peopmmiﬁu?a‘“tﬁ"&‘ﬁs
trate the designs of insurgents.

Related report 0?& 7



! Muivah) group has observed the ceasefire in Naga-

~North-East: peace efforts
may gainf\ momentum

By Vinay Kumar ’\i\ D ql‘Zf said that he welcomed the peace efforts but with-
‘) out “affecting territorial integrity of Manipur,”

In all likelihood, the Centre may widen the scope

f the NSCN(I-M) ceasefire to include more insur-

ent outfits in the ongoing arrangement, The Prime

dinister may announce the “‘extended truce"” in the

NEW DELH), MARCH 3. The Centre appears keen to givi
shape to its idea of extending ceasefire to the mil-
itancy-affected States of the North-East. As a first -
siep to evolve consensus on the ways to broadbase
the ongoing three-year-old ceasefire in Nagaland, y . ) X
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaipayee, met  NOTth-East in the ongoing budget session of Parlia-

the Chief Ministers of Assam, Mamipur and Aruna- ™ent . . .
chal Pradesh, on Friday evening, The Union Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, who

also attended the meeting with the Prime Minister,
has already indicated the Centre’s willingness to
broadhase the ceasefire with the NSCN{I-M) by in-
cluding two other insurgent outfits in Nagaland.
Sources said that modalities of the agreement were
being warked out to extend it to the Naga Federal
Group and the Khaplang faction of the NSCN but
added that the demand of “Greater Nagaland'” was
not under consideration.

During his recent visit to Nagaland, Mr, Advani
had asserted the Centre’s readiness to talk to any
militant outfit which was ready to abjure the path of
violence.

Observers, however, were quick to point ous the
“inherent complexities” In the North-Fast region,
dominated by the tribals and ethnic groups. Sources
. . also pointed out that even after three vears of cease-

The Manipue Chief Minister had declared a fire ggreement with the NSCN (I-Mg the political
month-long “unilateral ceasefire” with all 17 groups dialogue had not begun. Even the Home Minister
operating in Manipur. had admitted that progress \owards finding the po-

The move by the Koijam Ministry in Manipur was  fitical solution to the five-decade-old Naga problem
rejected by the Peaple’s Revolutionary Party of Kan-  had been rather slow.
gleipak (Prepakl who termed it as an attempt to Clearly, the road to restoration of peace will be
hoodwink the people, dotted with bumps and dangerous turns oWing to

However, Mr. Koijam urged the Centre to hold  the complexities of the region and presence of g
peace talks with all extremist outfits operating in - wholgdot of insurgent outfits with diverse and strong
Manipur by declaring similar ceasefire to bring il leanings that would have to be tackled in ag
1bout permanent peace in the insurgency-hit State,~"astute manner and brought together on a platform.

Though the three Chief Ministers were stated to
be “pasitive™ in their response, they also expressed
concern over safeguarding the interests and protect-
ing territorial integrity of (he respective States. As
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-

land since Augusi 1997 and has been demanding
that it should cover Naga inhabited areas in Assam,
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, the Chief Minis.
ters have been wary of the demand to create “Grea-
ter Nagaland."

However, the Chief Ministers — Mr, P.K. Mahanta
of Assam, Mr, Mukut Mithi of Arunachal Pradesh
and Mr. Radhabinod Koijam of Manipur — have
welcomed the Centre’s initiative to usher in peace
and development in the strife tern region.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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Cetusefires have made peace a priority in Nagalond. Kashmir could learn from this example

/Y
V
L

& EARN FROM\the east' is an adage
as old as tima& — or at least the
written word. The ‘wise man

from the east’ is a part of that original
maxim. Both these pearls of wisdom
have, however, long since been forgotien
by those who would be the principal ben-
eficiaries of inherited knowiedge.

Keeping these pieces of wisdom in
mind. a very wide distance can be detect-
ed between native wisdom and those that
purport to be commentators on Jammu
and Kashmir This was most acute in the
days preceding a Cabinet Committee on
Security meeting to discuss the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir Now with an
even longer extension of ceasefire in
place, people of India will be spared from
having to wade through this monthly
ignorance, as also a proclivity to caver
national security as though it were
ornithology

At the gutset, it must be conceded that
Nagaland is very different from Kashmir,
if for nothing else its distance from
Pakistan and the fact that only a little bit
of Islamabad's money and material finds
its way into the cause of Naga insur-
gency. (The same goes for Manipur, whose
government declared on Tuesdayv a uni-
lateral ceasefire to insurgent outfits in
the state for a month starting teday) The
Naga insurgency is the oldest in the coun-
try, the best organised, and has taken the
longest to come to this stage of peace.

Going by the absence of attention io
this insurgency in the national media,
one would be hard-pressed to find any
mention of peace in Nagaland. Some dg
merntion that there is a ceasefire in Naga-
land, but that is about it. Things, howev-
er, are happening there aplenty.

For starters, the Nagaland ceasefire ig
into its third year. Initially limited to the
Nationalist Sccialist Council of Naga-
land (Isak-Muivah), it was later expanded
to cover NSCN (Khaplang) as well. And
by all accounts, it has held out rather
well, with restraint on both sides of the
divide, In actual fact, it has held out so
well that the people of Nagaland have
taken it upon themselves to ensure that
peace remains dominant.

Since the middle of January, there
have been a series of peace rallies across
Nagaland. Beginning in Mangkolemba,
there have been rallies in Longra, Tuen-
sang, Shamatore, Mon, Dhansiri, Chun-
kedima, Kukidolong, Piphima, Pfutsero,
Chazouba and Meluri, The pressure for
peace hasn't ended there. Scme tribal
counciis have picked up the threads.

The traditional Naga administrative
organisations, the Ho Hos, the Tribal
Councils, have taken the lead in giving
some structure to this yearning of the
people. The tribal councils of Zunhehoto,
Yimchungep, Tuensang and Mangkolem-
"2 have passed resolutions that are cer-

in to have a lasting impact on Naga
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RALLYING AROUND: Members of the Naga Students Federation demonstrating for peace

insurgency They have declared their
areas to be peace zones, where no insur-
gent can enter carrying weapons. They
have also said that there are to be no
clashes between the two major groups.
These clashes had resulted in a number
of casualties over the years.

Significantly, the Ho Hos have also
resolved against multiplicity of taxes for
the people. The insurgents had been
extracting taxes from the people for
decades in one of the most elaborate tax
collection drives in India. Nagas and non-
Nagas pay taxes equally — and this
includes evet: those Nagas who are in
the security forces anywhere in India.
With internecine clashes increasing on
account of competition over terrifory
and tax, resettient has built up over the
years against increasing tax rates. Pass-
ing resolutions against this practice is a
significant event.

Obviously, it is a significant event only
in Nagaland. for there has not been even
a whisper among the ‘insurgency special-
518’ in the national medija. Of course,

there are differences between the Naga
and Kashmiri insurgencies, but there
still are lessons to be learnt from the east.

For starters, the bottomline for all
counter-insurgency operations has to be
to contain violence and wean the popula-
tion away from militants. The quickest
route to this is an unlimited supply of
money or excessive violence. The British
perfected the former in Malaya of Fifties,
and Pakistan the latter in Baluchistan
during the Seventies. For obvicus rea-
sons, India has not undertaken either of
these paths — preferring instead to
chip away in a long-drawn-out battle
of stamina.

In the indian method of tackling insur-
gency, there comes a time to make a
departure from the norm, so as to con-
vince the people about the state’s good
intentions. The cessation of combat oper-
ations is the biggest and most important
gesture that a state can make to a people
caught between the twin fire of insur-
gents and security forces. Those who
have not experienced counter-insurgency

. Lessons from the east

operations cannot comprehend the
difficulties that are placed on the daily
lives of the peocple.

These disruptions in day-to-day life
are the biggest psychological impinge-
ment as far as the people are concerned.
Any relief is a meaningful indication of
the vision of the state. It is from this
vision that the people take heart —
as they have done in Nagaland. It
has taken three years of cessation of
combat operations in Nagaland to create
an environment wherein the people
and the Ho Hos can make the kind of
declarations that they have. They have
taken to the streets for peace after having
seen for the last three years that the
state is determined to ensure freedom
from strife.

The Khaplang group is certainly not
like the messianic jehadis that Pakistan
produces endlessly. But it too initially
opposed the ceasefire — only to fall in
line when the people who sustain the
insurgency made it plain as to which way
the wind was blowing.

Going by the routine reportage on
Kashmir and the ceasefire there, it would
seem that the wind is blowing at gale
speed in an uncontrollable direction.
That is far from being the case. The
Kashiniri people want peace desperately.
No opinion pell is required to prove
that point.

One can do with a refresher of what
Abdul Majid Dar, the Salear Aala (chief
commander)} of the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
said at the historic press conference in
July last: “It is a fact that without the
assistance of Pakistan, it was not possi-
ble to sustain the movement. But we are
sons of this s¢il and no other person can
understand the sufferings we are under-
going... The fact is that this is an indige-
nous mavement and all the Mujahideen
commanders with me are locals... We con-
ducted grassroots surveys for two-and-a-
half months before taking this decision
and we have the consent of the loeal
people.” No more evidence is required ta
press the case.

In the third month into the ceasefire,
two facts stand cut amongst the myriad
of statistics floating around. There have
not been any operations by the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen; and the number of security
personnel killed has been halved. If these
two facts by themselves do not reflect a
modicum of success of the ceasefire, then
these who deride the peace initiative
must suffer from more than just igno-
rance ahout insurgencies.

Frank Kitson, the guru of counter-
insurgency operations, once wrote that
“wars of subversion are won and lost in
the mind”. A section of the Indian mind
is quite clearly incapable of fighting sub-
version, for it seems to have given up
hope in a mere three months. Lesst;r;?pé
clearly not being learnt from the east’
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__NAGA TANGLE-1

Agreements Fail To Bring Lastmg\Result

AY back on 19 July
1947 Naga leader AZ
Phizoe met Mahatma

Gandhi at Bhangi colony in
New Delhi in a bid to seek the
latter’s support for Naga inde-
pendence. Gandhiji reportedly
tald the Naga leader as follows:
“Nagas have every right to be
independent. We did not want
te live under the domination of
the British and they are leav-
ing us. [ want you to feel that
India is yours. I fee} that Naga
Hills are mine just as much as
they are yours; but if you say ‘it
is not mine’ then _
the matter must

ieve in
brotherhood
man but do not &
Delieve in  the ¢
force or forced |
unions. If you do
not wish to join
the TUnion of
India noboedy will
force you to do
that”.

This looks like
being Gandhiji’s
language but it is
not found in any
of the authorita-
tive records such |:
as The Collected |
Works of Mahat
ma Gandhi pub

lished by the:
Government of &
India though

By SATIS C KAKATI

ation, boundaries, Arms Act,
Regulations etc. A 10-year
period of time was stipulated at
the end of which the agreement
was to be reviewed to ensure
observance of the accord and at
the end of the 10-vear period
“the Naga National Council
will be asked whether they
require the agreement to be
extended for a further period or
a new agreement regarding the
future of the Naga people
arrived at”.

government of India did not
despair of the none-too-happy
situation and unilaterally
declared a ceasefire and set up
a peace mission comprising
Sarvodaya leader Jayaprakash
Narain, Assam chief minister
BP Chaliha and a British
pastor, Rev Maechal Scott. But
the mission suffered a setback
when Rev Scott was found to
have instigated surreptitiously
the Nagas not to yvield to any
settlement short of indepen-
dence. The government of India
having known Rev Scott's
activities expel-

—DEBARRATA,

led him from
India. Obviously
this was a sericus
setback to peace
;+ efforts in Naga-
land.
Commenting on
the dissolution of
the peace mis-
sion, Dr JH Hut-
ton ICS who had
served Naga
‘| Hills as deputy
commissioner
and was an ex-
pert on Assam
tribes expressed
disgust and in a
letter to The
{London)
“Both
sides accuse each
other of s=ome
breach of faith
and that seem-

minutes of Gan-
dhiji’s talks and discussions
with individuals and organisa-
tions are meticulously recorded
in these official publications.
However, the guotation is at-
tributed by the advocates of
Naga independence to Dr
Aram, a South Indian social
worker, who had come to Naga
Hills and set up a peace centre
at Chedema near Kohima.

REBELS

If indeed Gandhiji made the
abuve observatiom the rebel
Nagas have a poini, and their
leaders have discussed the
issue with representatives of
Government of India from time
to time in the course of the last
50 vears, formally as well as
informally. But so far no last-
ing result has emerged.

It may be recalled that the in-
terim government at the Cen-
tre formed under the Consti-
tution of 1937 with Jawaharlal
Nehru as Premier was fully
aware of the simmering Naga
problem and Home Minister
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel app-
ointed an experienced ICS offi-
cer, Sir Akbar Hydari, then
holding the office of secretary
to the Infermation and Broead-
casting Minister, the Governor
of Assam of which Naga Hills
was a district, with instruc-
tions to deal with the Naga
problem on a priority basis.
Accordingly, Governor Hydari
met a few Naga leaders and
arrived at a nine-point agree-
ment in June 1947, the pream-
ble to the agreement stating
“the right of the Nagas to deve-

. lop themselves according to

their feeling expressed is re-
cognised”.

The accord contained nine
clauses on matters of judicial,
executive legislative, land, tax-

The author is the former editor
af The Assam Tribune.

For unstated reasons, the
1947 agreement known as Hy-
dari Agreement was not revie-
wed on the expiry of 10 years.
As a result, the Naga move-
ment under NNC chief Phizo
continued. In spite of this situ-
ation another accord called the
Sixteen Poirt Agreement was
arrived at on 20 July 1960 be-
tween the Naga People Con-
vention and the Government of
India at Shillong. This accord
visualised a state of the Naga
Hills district to be called here-
after “a State within the Indian
Union” with the inclusion of
the Naga-inhabited area Tuen-
sang of the North Eastern Fr-
ontier Agency, now Arunachal
Pradesh. The new state was
placed under the External Aff-
airs Ministry with & separate
Governor. Accordingly, the fall-
fledged state of Nagaland came
into being on 1 January 1961.

PEACE CENTRE

Apparently the Naga problem
wag perceived to be settled once
for all. But that was not so as
the underground Naga leaders
had insisted that the Naga
issue be reviewed. The India
government willy-nilly agreed
to the demand and yet another
agreement was signed on 11
November 1975 between the
government of India and the
underground leadership the
Clause 3 of which read as
follows: “The representatives of
the underground organisation
conveyed their decision, of their
own volitien, to accept, without
condition, the Constitution of
India.” Even a peace centre was
opened at Chedama where the
arms and ammunition of the
underground Nagas were
deposited.

In gpite of these agreements,
the Nagas problem has not
ended the rebel Nagas conti-
nuing their activities, but the

ingly not without
apparent reason or Justi-;
fication™. In the letter, Hutton
asked the secretary-general of
the United Nations, U Nu, te
intervene thereby presenting
the Naga problem as an
international issue which, in
fact, the NNC president Phizo
had pleaded.

MEMORANDUM

It may be recalled that Dr
Hutton while he was serving
Naga Hills as deputy commis-
sioner presented a memoran-
dum before the Simon Commis-
gion (1928) for creation of a
North-Eastern Council of small
states. Later Sir Robert Reid,
Governor of Assam (18937-42),
advocated the acceptance of Dr
Hutton'’s proposal for formation
of a separate Province covering
the tribal areas of Assam and
northern Burma. It thus appe-
ars thal the British Govern-
ment created a wall between
the hill men and plains pecple.
Most of the hill tribes deve-
loped a feeling of un-Indian-
ness over the years.

However, India having at-
tained independence and the
Constitution having provided
autonomy for the hill men
under the Sixth Schedule was
seen to have met the demands
of the hill tribes, but the NNC
supremo Phizo was not pre-
pared to accept anything short
of independence for the
Nagas.

The Mizos in south Assam too
under the Mizo National Front
leader Laldenga took the cue
from Phizo and started the
Mizo rebellion in 1966. But
after 20 years of jungle life
Laldenga realised the futility of
an armed fight and accepted
the Indian Constitution as the
best means to serve the Mizo
people and returned to the
mainstream of [ndia.

(To be concluded)




/& NOT TOO LATE

) Truce with all Naga factions desirable

THE Clentre and the Isak-Muivah faction of the National
Socialist Council of Nagalim have been observing a
coasefire since August 1997 with the idea of creating a
congenial atmosphere for talks. Restoring peace is the
ultimate aim. The Naga issue has defied solution for half a
century so a final settlement will take time. But so far talks
have yielded nothing substantial, the only positive outcome
being the periodic extension of truce. Isak Swu and Th
Muivah settled for a dialogue without any preconditions but
now demand that the May 1951 plebiscite, in which an
overwhelming majority of Nagas opted for independence,
should form the basis for talks. Union home minister LK .
 Advani’s statement that the Centre is thinking in terms of
declaring a ceasefire with two others — NSCN (Khaplang)
and two factions of the Naga National Council — is a belated
realisation of New Delhi's mistake in talking to one group
* only. Since Khaplang’s men have refrained from attacking
security forces for more than two vears it is merely a
* formality. But the Centre has to be cautious that in its efforts
to broaden the scope of peace talks, the NSCN-IM does not
back out. The rebel leaders have repeatedly asserted that
they recognise no other group and both Khaplang and the
NNC must come under their banner. The crux of the matter
is that none of the three represents the Naga people. The
Centre cannot ignore the fact that all shades of opinion in
Nagaland are for involvement of the three groups for lasting
eace.

Delhi also has to take an early decision on whether or not
to bring the Naga-inhabited areas of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur under the purview of the truce as
demanded by the NSCN-IM. It is a sensitive issue; acceptance
means recognition of the “Greater Nagaland” coreept. The
hest course will be to broker a separate truce in the three
states. Truce or no, people in Nagaland continue o live in
fear — not of being killed but of getiing “love letiars”, o
euphemism for extortion notices, from rebel outfits. / /

B STATERMAN
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/Ifefectlons dent 'NLFT

,'

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala, Februgry 25

THE OUTLAWED National Liber
ation Front of Tripura (NLPT) is
not only heading for a split, but its
existence too is threatened.

The outfit has been passing
through a crisis as differences
have cropped up among leaders on
policy matters and ethnic issues.
The crisis has depended with a
number of senier leaders and
cadres stepping out of the group.

The NLFT -once considered
one of the strongest underground
outfits in the region — has conced-
ed that it Is going through prob-
lems. The banned outfit has been
Iving low for quite some time now.
Apart from major internal differ-
ences, the offensive launched by
the security forces in insurgency-
torn areas has forced the group
into a corner.

Though rumours about a rift in
the NLFT has been doing the
rounds for the past few months,
the defection of dreaded guerrilla
leader Mayanbasi Jamatia precip-
itated matters. Last week, Jamatia
issued a statement citing reasons
for his move. He hinted that he

uld not give up uhddrg ound
activities - at least for the time
being.

He claimed that he had opted to
resign from the NLEPT because of
differences other leaders over key
policy and operational matter;

Jamatia, alias J Nakbar,
claimed that he did not approve of
the attack on a Bru National Lib-
eration Front (BNLF) camp at
Kalajhari hill in the Chiitagong
Hill Tracts of Bangladesh killing
12 BNLF cadres. The BNLF was
formed by Reang refugees who
fled Mizoram to escape the atroci-
ties of Mizos.

Jamatia, a self-style "Major’
priar to his defection, claimed
four (4) RSS functionaries kid-
napped from remote Dhalai dis-
trict last year were killed in cap-
tivity at the behest of top NLET
leaders Mantu Koloy, Kamini Deb-
barma and Dhanu Koloy.

Resenting the alleged attack on
Bikram Bahadur Jamatia, chief
of the Hoda —-apex body of Jama-
tia tribe - the NLFT has sacrificed
its secular ethos, The Hoda has
been involved in an anti-insur-
BENCY campaign.

Nayanbasi fell short of saying

that serious differences had
emerged in the outfit on ethnic
and religious lines. This apparent-
ly was to blame for the exodus of
leaders and their men.

Days after Naynabasi parted
ways with the NLFT, another top
leader, Jogerira Debbarma, alias D
Joshoa, resigned. He was political
advisor to the outfit.

While Nayanbasi is a staunch
believer in traditional rituals
of histribe, Joshoa is a committed
Baptist.

He reportedly developed differ-
ences with other leaders over his
diehard Christian stance.

The NL¥T, in an apparent dam-
age control exercise, admitted the
crisis. It issued 4 statement signed
by the outfit’s publicity and infor-
mation secretary, M R Tujang,
blamed Nayanbasi and D Joshoa
for the trouble. It came down heav-
ily on Jashoa for taking a staunch
Christian line,

Holding him responsible for
planning the attack on Hoda chief
Bikram Bahadur, the statement
alleged that the pohtmal adviser
who had defected “was not only
against other faiths but was
oppased to Catholics in the State” .
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agaland ceasefire
may be broadbased
WY/

By Vinay Kumar {
HQHIMA, FEB. 25. The Centre s “actively considering” the propos

e

of the

Nagaland Government o extend the ongoing three-year-olll ceasefire
agreement with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-

Isaac-Muivahj 1o two other major insurgent groups in the State.

“The State Government has been seeking a ceasefire with other in-
surgent groups wo. We are actively considering the propesal,” the
Unign Home Minister, Mr, LK Advani, said while addressing a joint
press conference alnng with the Chief Minister, Mr. 5.C. Jamir, here

today.

!

This means that the V: ajpayee Government could soon formally enter |
into a ceasefire agreement with the Khaplang faction of the NSCN and
the Naga Federal Graup (NFG). It could come about duting the ongning

,  budget session of Parliament, according to indications avatlable here,
' Though the NSUN{I-M] has expressed itself against the move, the Cen-

tre is most likely to rope in the NSCN({K) and the NFG into the ceasefire.

Rounding off his two-day visit with “Immense satisfaction” over the
climate of peace that has enthused the people of the State after a long
time, Mr. Advani said: “Everyone here is talking of peace. It appears to

be a season of peace in Nagaland. Adivasi organisations, NGOs, and
others appear exuberant for ushering in an era of lasting peace after the -
insurgency of five decades.” My, Advani quoted figures which shawed

that in the last six months there had been only one or twa stray killings |

every month as agatnst 17 killings a month prior to the ceasefire. Dur-
ing the three-vear period preceding the ceasefire, the number of civil-

ians and security personnel killed was 378 as against 112 since July ;

é)gii; Kashmir & _( £Qr- ) ‘ % ]/

e said the Centre st willing to talk o any miitant grouplif it was
ready to abjure violence and vome 10 the negoliating table. “Peace is a
dvnamic force in itself. We tried 1o avail of it even in Jamhu and
Kashmir which has been in the throes of militancy for more than a
decade. In fammu and Kashmir vur effort has been to build up a peace

offensive within the ST?WVEHI' said drawing a paraflel with the

Kashmiy initiative.

!
f
1



ETHNIC TOUCH: Union home minister L.K. Advani tries on a traditional headgear of ArunacTIEL TTauton s somigas oIISTIIREAT™=

Advani si

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Kohima, Feb. 25: In an attempt to
broaden the scope for peace in Na-
galand, Union home minister LK.
Advani today said the Centre was
considering proposals to extend
the current ceasefire to other
areas of the Northeast.

He said the Centre was consid-
eringthe 8§.C. Jamir government’s
proposal to declare ceasefire with
three other Naga outfits. The cur-
rent  three-and-a-half-year-old
truce is between the National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-
Muivah) and the government.

Advani said a three-pronged
strategy has been chalked out to
expedite the peace process and
weed out insurgency from the re-
gion.

Stating that the problems in
Jammu and Kashmir and the
Northeast are different, he said
there could not be a uniform strat-
egy to tackle the two situations.

“In Jammu and Kashmir, it is
4 state-sponsored terrorism per-
petrated by our western neigh-
bours against which we made con-
siderable success in building
world opinion,” he added.

as chief minister Mukut Mithi looks on. (PTI;

gnals wider Na

FP\O -

Home minister links devElopment

package to peace process, |

Advani said necessary assis-
tance and co-operation were being
sought from Bangladesh, Bhutan
and Myanmar to flush out north-
eastern militants from these coun-
tries.

Deliberating on -the three-
pronged approach, Advani said
economic development in the re-
gion gets top priority in the Cen-
tre’s scheme of things. .

All Central projects — which
are part of an economic package
announced by Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in Shillong
last year — are being monitored
by the home ministry and the
PMQO, he added.

The Union minister, who was
on a two-day maiden visit here,
said militancy will be dealt with a
firm hand, but doors will be kept
open for militant groups willing to
come to the negotiation table.

Advani told newspersons be-
fore leaving for New Dethi that he
reviewed the law and order in the

'v----! -
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state with Governor O.P. Sha&va,
the state council of ministers, gov-
ernment officials and representa-
tives of several non-government
organisations.

Though Advani failed to give
specific information about the
progress of the dialogue with the
NSCN (I-M), he admitted that the
process was slow., However, the
Centre is in favour of speeding up
the process as its priority is to re-
store peace in the region, he
added.

- He said a new battalion of Indi-
an Reserve Battalion will he
raised in the state in the next fi-
nancial ¥ear. On corruption in
high places in Nagaland, he said if
the Supreme Court orders a CBI
probe in connection with a PIL
filed in the apex court, the home
ministry will definitely act on it.
The CBI has been reportedly con-
ducting a probe into alleged mis-
appropriation of funds in five gov-
ernment departments.

e
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Expretsing happilffess over
people’s enthusiasm towards
peate he said, “The kind of exu-
rance I noticed here for the past
twno days makes me confident that
peace isreally a dynamic foree.”

Speaking to newspersons at
Paina on his way back te Dethi,
Advani said peace was returning
to the northeastern states, espe-
ctally Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh, adds cur special corre-
spondent from Patna.

The chief minister of
Arunachal Pradesh has favoured
extension of the term for Dis-
turbed Area Actin two districts —
Tirap and Changlang, Advani
added.

Though the term of the Actwas
supposed to expire in March, “it
will be extended for another six
months,” he added. The Centre, he
sald, would consider announcing
a package of development if the
peace process continued. Advani
expressed concern over the spurt
of ISI activities along the Indo-
Nepal border and said the Centre
was in touch with the countries
like Myanmar, Bhutan, Nepal
and Bangladesh to curb I3[ activi-
ties, he added.




! concerned, let me assure you that

- Three-pronged
fight N-E mytancy: Advani

By Vinay Kumar AN

KOHIMA {Nagaland), FEB. 24. Emphasising the Centrd's
special responsibility towards Nagaland where j
surgency had gone on for over five decades. th
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, today sai
the people longed for peace and looked forvard o
complete restoration of peace and normality in this
north-eastern State.

"We want o see a climate in Naugaland where ov-
eryone ean pursue his narmal life and find opportu-
nities for employment, So far as the North- Fast is
New Delhi is very
much concerned about the entire region and Naga-
land in particular,” he said here after inaugurating
“Ura Bhavan", Governor's Secretariat,

Mr. Advani said the Centre was pursiting a three-
pronged strategy to counter mifitancy in the North-
Cast. First, the development which provides em-
playment should be pursued vigorously. Secondly,
the climate should be such where evervone fels that
violence was wrong and thirdly, the political debate
should focus not on ideology but on how best good
and effective governance can be provided to the
people.

“The choice hefore the people should be between
parties committed to good governance and devel-
opment. Speceches of political teaders do not malter,
only actions count. Devetopment programmes of a
government that cares for weak and backward and
its curing attitude is the rouchstone,” he said while

‘strategy .,

augurating the Spring festival on his maiden visit
here.

Pointing ourt that the peace movement in the State
was gaining momentum, the Chief Minister, Mr. §.
C. Jamir, said such gains should be consolidated. Tt
is hoped that with the Spring festival being held at a
time when the peace process is getting momentum.
this happy coincidence will generate a new season
of hope for the people of Nagaland.” Mr. Jamir said.
It was culture which appealed to the hurmnan soul as
it transcended the barriers of language.

Later, Mr. Advani and Mr. Jumir addressed a well-
attended public rally at Kohima tocal ground, a rar-
ity in the State where the three-year-old ceasefire
has held its ground.

Expressing happiness over the Centre's peace ini-
tiatives that resulted in 2 ceasefire agrecment with
the NSCN (I-M), Mr. Jamir said any solution emerg-
ing out of talks with one faction of the underground
graups alone might not bring lasting peace. The pre-
sent peace initiative should encompass all sections
of the peaple, whether overground or underground,
s0 that an enduring solution could be found.

PTi adds:

Mr. Advani said the Government was successful
in creating opinions all over the world against cross-
border terrorism by the “enemy”. The worlg was
also convinced that restoration of peace Mas the
need of the hour in Jammu and Kashmir

THE HINDU
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S
/ Grenade attack prompts forces /to tighten securltgv/

Advani to revi

FROV OUR CORRESPONDENT

Kohima, Feb. 23: A red carpet
welcome awaits Union home min-
ister LK. Advani, who arrives
here tomorrow on a two-day maid-
en visit to the strife-torn state of
Nagaland.

Security measures have been
beefed up in and around the state
capital in view of the home minis-
ter’s visit.

Four more companies of the
CRPF, the India Reserve Battalion
and the state police have been de-
ployed here. Frisking of vehicles,
especially incoming ones, has also
been intensified.

Advani is scheduled to hold a
series of meetings with senior offi-
cials of the Nagaland government
and Naga public leaders to take
stock of the law and order situa-
tion in the state,

During his first visit after as-

| suming office, Advani will ad-
dress a public rally at the Kohima
local ground and hold separate

meetings with the Governor and
the chief minister.

The newly constructed Gover-
nor's secretariat at Raj Bhavan,
christened Ura Academy, will be
dedicated to the people of Naga-
land by the home minister tomor-
row at noon.

Advani will also inaugurate
the three-day spring festival of
arts and crafts of the Northeast,
the first of its kind in the region.

He will also grace a flower
show organised by the state horti-
culture department and inaugu-
rate the new Administrative
Training Institute complex on
Sunday.

In order to ensure smooth
movement of vehicles in the capi-
tal, traffic police have been de-
ployed on all important routes.

During his meeting with the
chief minister, the Governor and
the Army top brass, Advani will
review the latest political situa-
tion in the state in view of the re-
vised ceasefire ground rules and

v N aga peace

frequent peace rallies organised
by non-governmental organisa-
tions in different parts of the state.

Prior to his Kehima visit, Ad-
vani will visit Roing in Arunachal
Pradesh to inaugurate the
Brahmaputra Darshan pro-
gramime early tomorrow.

While the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah)
insisted that the ceasefire cover-
age should be extended to other
Naga-inhabited areas of the re-
gion as per the revised ground
rules, the Union home ministry
has adopted a studied silence over
the claim.

Preparations are also on to
give a facelift to the state capital
despite the bad weather.

Stray violence

Stray incidents of viplence rocked
Nagaland's commercial town
Dimapur and its adjoining areas
in Assam on the eve of Advani’s
visit to the state.

Police sources said six persons

= s:APB

were seriously wounded last
evening when unidentified men
hurled grenades on them near the
Dimapur town committee
building.

Dimapur police said four
unidentified youth, suspected to
be militants, entered a restan-
rant in West Yard Colany of the
town and forcibly took Rs 3,000
from the cash counter.

They boarded a three-wheel-
er which did not have a number
plate and fired in the air to scare
away pedestrians.

But people in the area chased
the thugs and pelted them with
stones. The four fleeing vouth
hurled a grenade on their pur-
suers, injuring six seriously. All
the injured were rushed to hospi-
tal, police said. & manhunt has
been launched.

In separate mmdents
Assam policemen and a

border.
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MANIPUR IS one state where the weird is often the ordinary.
It is perbaps only in this state that a leader like Radhabinod
Koijam had to float three political fronts in as many days to
become Chief Minister. First, the Samata Party members led by
Mr Koijam joined hands with the Nipamacha Singh-led United
Front. The political formation which was then called the
United Democratic Alliance changed only hours later to
become the People’s Front. Initially, Mr Koijam staked bis
claim to form the Government with the support of former
Chief Minister Nipamacha Singh. When the Centrai leaders
torced both Samata and BIP leaders to swallow a bitter pill by
asking them to join hands once again 10 kecp Nipamacha Singh
out, Mr Koijam was forced to stake his claim afresh. The
present dispensation consists of all members of the statc
Assembly except former Chief Minister Rishang Keishing who
has chosen to remain neutral.

In 1995, when Mr Keishing was installed as Chief Minister, he
thought he had found a magic formula to keep his tlock togeth-
cr. He inducted as many as 28 MLAs into his ministry. It took
only tour months before nine legislators withdrew their support
and he could save his chair thanks to a friendly Governor.
Nipamacha Singh, who hud masterminded a political coup
against Mr Keishing, went a step further and inducted as many
as 31 MLAs as ministers, 27 of them as Cabinet ministers. The
absurdity to which the concept of representative Government
has been reduced in Manipur has few parallels.

fn 1977. most Congress members and the entire Manipur
People’s Party merged with the Janata Party to form a non-
Congress Government. In 1980, the Congress wan only 13 scats
but managed to form the Government, eventually increasing its
strength to 44, In 1995, Mr Keishing too lured members of the
Opposition 1o his side and the strength of the ruling front rose
tor 35. The survival of Chief Ministers has come to depend as
much on their political skills as on their ability to utilise the
instrumentalitics of the State to advance their narrow political

- goals. The Central grants and assistance are hardly put to pro-

dugctive use as much of it goes only to line the packets of politi-
cians and middlemen. Most political leaders cultivate links with
insurgent groups lo use it as a bargaining point vis-a-vis the
Centre. Sharp differences between the BJP and Samata in the
state may have been patchgd up for the time being, but in the
highly fractured politics U/Manipun stability may once again

' elude its Government.

{HE HINDUSTAN T

\q Fe8 200



~Consider N-E insurgency
a national problem: Manik:

g/{, t)’ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \

AGARTALA, Feb. 17. — Mr Manik Sarkar
has repeated his demand for considering the
North-east’s escalating rebellion as part of
the national problem. The Tripura chief
minister said like in Jammu and Kashmir,
the fighting against insurgency in the North-
east must be given a national priority.

Addressing the opening ceremony of the
three-day North-east Tribal Youth Festival
here today, he said the chief ministers of the
North-east states had earlier floated a forum
to bring pressure on the Centre to tackle the
insurgency problem.

A chief ministers’ delegation earlier met the
Prime Minister to place a memorandum. Mr
Vajpayee was urged to treat the region’s
militancy problem as a national problem and

jve it national priority.

Mr Sarkar said both in J&K and the North-
east, the ISI-backed insurgents were indulg-

g in killing, depredations and sabotages.
North-east rebels were receiving funds and
arms from foreign agencies. Militants were
being trained in camps across international
boundaries to threaten the regional integrity
and destablise the situation in the region in a
meticulously-planned manner. The Centre
was yet to come forward to help governments
in the North-east to tackle insurgency
effectively, Mr Sarkar deplored. ‘

Mr Sarkar issued a renewed appeal to the
militants to shun violence and return to the
mainstream.

The senseless violence by the armed rebel
groups was seriously telling upon the process
of the region’s socio-economic development.
Many educational institutions had closed
down when development work had come to a
standstill in Tripura’s hill areas under
intensified rebel pressure, he said.

The Tripura Governor, General KM Seth

(retd} inaugurated the festival. /
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ABSU meeting to discuss stir

for separate Bodo statg, W

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, February 15

THE EATE of the Bodo statehood
movementt is likely to be decided at
the three-day annual conveation of
the All Bodo Students’ Union
(ABSU), being held at Barama in
Nalbari district.

Prior to commencement of the
convention, ABSU president U G
Brahma told The Hindustan Times,
the students’ body had decided to
go slow on its agitation programme
in view of onpoing peace talks
werween the Centre and the Bodo
Liberation Tigers {BLT).

The BLT, a pro-statehood mili-
tant outfit unlike the secessionist
MNational Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), had dectared
truce with the Government in
April last year.

Brahma, however, deplored the
Centse’s  indifference to  the
Bodoland cause, particularly after
creation of Jharkhand, Chattisgarh
and Uttaranchal.

“a time will come when the Bodo
people will lose their patience,” he
said, hinting at revival of the state-
hood movement after the ABSU
convention,

The crucial annual convention is
alsa a cause for concern for the
State (Government owing 1o the
threat to lives of ABSU leaders
and heads of other Bodo organisa-
tions from the outlawed NDFB.

The highlights of Thursday’s pro-
gramme were [WO discussions.
While one was on the "Future of
human rights amidst the arms
struggle and extremism’, the other
was ‘Challenges posed by the new
gconomic order to downtrodden

communities like the Bodos'. \/

Leaders of other students’ organ-
isations like All Assam Students’
Union president Prabin Boro and
Tulshi Manas Rabha of the All
Rabha Students” Union  also
attended the meeting.

The Rodoland movement began
in 1967 when Bodo leaders
demanded a separate Udayachal
State.

Despite losing steam afterwards
the movement began with renewed
vigour in the late 80s.

Things have heen refatively guict
following the signing of the Bodo
Accord in 1995,

ABSU generat secretary
Nathuram Boro said jhe conven-
tion had attracted agéa of human-

ity, apart from
sand delepatesAfomn the students
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Samata with Opposit}on |
again in Manipur ">

Koyam claims majonity: Speaker adjourns Flouse sine clie

HTY Cormrespondent
Imphal, February 14

ADHABINOD KOLIAM,

RStatc Samata leader and

Chief Minister-in-waiting

has once again shifted his Joyalty to

the Opposition camp with foverish

horse-trading on in Manipur's fast
changing political scenaric.

The newly clected teader of the
new Peoples’ Front Radhabinod
Koijarn has submitted a list of six
parties with 45 MLAs, claiming
their support. [n a letter to the
Governor, Radhabinod Koijjam
claimed to have a comfortable
majority to be in a pasition to form
a stable Govermment. The new
front claims 1o have six BJF MLAs,
12 Janata Party MLAs, 23 MSCP
MILAs (excluding the Chief
Mirister and seven other MLAs
kept in unattached status), one
Janata Dal (8) MLA., two
Nationalist Congress Party MLAs
and one MLA from the Manipur
Peoples’ Party,

In his letter to the Governar.
Koijam said. “I coramand a majot-

ity and am in 4 position to form a
stable Government. [ may accord-
ingly be invited to fixm the
Government.”

Koijam alsi> subraitted a joint let-
fer by the six constitucnts of the
People’s Front.

A copy of the letter issued to the
press said a mceting of presidents
and leaders of Jegistature groups
“unanimously” elected Koijam as
leader of the PE.

The letter was signed by Samatu
Purty president G Lohrit, JD (8}
general seeretary K H Loken, RIP
president M Bhorot Singh, NCP
president’s Tiken Singh, MSCP
working prestdent Chaoba Singh
and Manipur People’s Party presi-
dent O Jov Singh, adds PTY.

A meeting of the presidents and
leaders of the Legislatute groups
of the parties was held at the BIP
office and u decision to form the
nCW common frent was taken.

The front has also decided w
have a common minimum pro-
gramme and to draw up an action
plan for the programme. A coordi-
miation committee consisting of

presideats and legislature leaders
of the six parties would be formed,
n was agreed.

Meanwhile, the Gavernor’s
Secretariat has issued a cormmu-
niqué informing that Ved Prakash
Marwah had received Radhabinod
Koijam’s new claim to form a sta-
ble Gavernment in view of the cur-
rent volatile political atmosphere
in Manipur,

Governor Ved Marwah  had
dccepted Cheef Minisier Nipama-
cha Singh's resignation but asked
him 1o continue as carctaker till
necessary  arrangements  were
made. They Assembly Session was
held on Wednesday without the
Chief Minister's tcam, including
the Samata Party leaders, attend-
ing the proceedings, for just 40
minutes,

The Speaker adjourned the
House sine die after receipt of the
Chief Minister's resignation.

In a late night development, the
four MLA-sirong Federal Party of
Manipur, a constituent of the then
Nipamacha-ted Government,
joined the new Peoples’ Front.

f vog M ‘:,‘*
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4VI/anipuf—House to"%e up

nio-trust motion tomorr

9 Mr. George Fernhnfles, and re-

By Our Correspondent

IMPHAL, FEB. 42. A special session
of the Manipur Assembly is con-
vened for Wednesday (February
14) by the Speaker, Mr. Sapam
Dhananjoy, to dispose of the
pending ne-confidence motion

. against the United Front Ministry

headed by Mr. W. Nipamacha.

The Assembly Sccretariat has
received a request trom Mr
Thounaojam Chaoba, working
president of the ruling MSCP and
Union Minister of State for Food
Processing, to treat the Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Nipamacha, and seven
Ministers as unattached members
since they had been expelled from
the party.

The Speaker said the seating ar-
rangement in the House would
change in view of the new scena-
rio. Eight other MSCP members
have joined the Opposition. Six of
them who were Ministers submit-
ted resignations to the Chief Min-
ister today stating that they had
lost confidence in his leadership.
Two others held non-Ministerial
posts which were of the Cabinet
status. If the Chief Minister and
seven others expelled by Mr,
Chaaba are treated as unattached
menbers, the present Ministry
cannot survive. Apart from the
eight members who have desert-
ed the 30-member MSCP to join
the Opposition, a good number of
the remaining members are send-
ing feelers to follow suit.

Meanwhile, the Nipamacha
camp has sent & message expell-
ing Mr. Chaoba and two others to
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, and the NDA convener,

qtiested them to djop Mr. Chaoba |
from the Union Mjnistry as he is
no longer a memb of the MSCP,
an NDA partner.

Mr. Nipamacha maintains thal
his expulsion from the party by
Mr. Chaoba is not valid. Accord-
ing to him, the post of working
president held by Mr. Chaoba is
not an elecred one and so the lat-
ter has no right to expel the presi-
dent (Nipamacha). But both
claim that the decisions were ar-
rived at in separatc execufive
council meeting of the party. Mr, |
Nipamacha and the Deputy Chief |
Minister, Mr, Chandramani, to- |
day said that their team contin- !
ued to enjoy majority and’
claimed that the eight MSCP
MLAs who had deserted him had
not endered their resignations.

A

CMs meet on |
power reformsg -
in March

SURATGARH (Rajasthan), FEB. 12. The
Prime Minister, Mr. A, B. Vaj-
payee, will convene a meeting of
alt the State Chief Ministers on
the implementation of power re-
forms in New Delhi on March 3,
the Union Energy Minister, Mr.
Suresh Prabhu, said here today.

After laying the foundation
stone of the fifth unit of 250 Mw
super-thermal power station, Mr.
Prabhu told a gathering that lead-
ers of all political parties would
also be invited to attend the meet-
ing. — PTI
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y Our Correspondent

1MPHAY, FEB. 11. nMr. Th. Chaoba, |

Union Minister of State for Food
Processing, in his capacity as
working president of the Manipur
State Congress Party (MSCP), to-
day expelled the Chief Minister,
Mr, W. Nipamacha, the Deputy
Chief Ministér; Mr. L. Chandra=.
mani, and five other Ministers
from the party for six years for
““anti-party activities”.  Hectic
parleys até on within the opposi-
tion Manipur Democratic Front
(MDF) to choose a new leader.

A meeting of the executive
council of the MSCP. attended by
11 out of 17 members, also decid-
ed ta support the N tional Demo-
cratic A!}iance fipay at the

. Centie.In'the House with an ef-

foctive sirength of 58, Mr. Nipa—.
macha's support has reduced 10
27, and his Ministry has lost ma- !
jority. The MDFE now has 31 meni-
bers. Mr. Rishang Keishing
remains neutrak.

But the eight-membet faction
of the MSCP led by the Sports
Minister, Mr. M. Hemanta, —
whose withdrawal of support has
reduced the Ministry 10 2 mings-

ity — lacks the minimugp re-
quired one-third majopi#y to split

the party.
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/Nipamacha govt,

9y
loses m

(.
Imphal vV
41 FERRUARY Y Z2RS

HE 11-MONTH-OLD
Nipamacha Singh ministry

in Manipur was reduced to
minority following a split in
Manipur State Congress Party
(MSCP), lead partner of ruling
United Legislature Front (ULF),
ith the breakaway group with-
drawing support to the alliance
and expelling the chief minister
and six ministers from the

On a day of dramatic devel-
opments, sports minister
M.Hemanta Singh and seven
other MLAs broke ranks from
31-member MSCP legislature
party and announced withdraw-
al of support to Nipamacha min-
istry reducing its strength to 27
in the 60-member House with
an effective strength of 59.

Soon afterwards, Union minis-
ter and MSCP working president
Chaoba Singh, who rushed here
from Delhi, presided over a meet-
ing of the party's central commit-
tee which expelled the chief min-
ister and six ministers from pri-
mary membership of the party for
“anti-party” activities.

The others expelled were
deputy chief minister L.
Chandramani Singh, urban
development minister F. Achou
Singh, information minister M.
Kunjo Singh, agriculture minis-
ter S. Rajen, tribal development
minister, Samuel Jendai and
{rrigation and flood control min-
ister Ksh. Biren Singh.

The MSCP is now left with
22 MLAs in the House as
Speaker S, Dhanjoy Singh has
already fallen out with the chief
minister. I fact, the stand-off
between the two leaders nearly
three months ago had triggered
convulsions in the ULF and con-

jority

sequent political turmeil in
Manipur,

Supporters of Hemanta
Singh held talks at the residence
of the Speaker.

Chief minister W.
Nipamacha Singh and other
“‘gxpelled” ministers were not
immediately available for com-
ments. Chaoba Singh told
reporters here that the decision
to expel the seven MSCP mem-
bers were taken at the party’s
central executive committee
meeting on Sunday afternoon.
He claimed 11 of the 17 execu-
five committes mernbers attend-
ed the meeting.

The meeting also decided
that MSCP would remain as a
constituent of the NDA in the
Cenire, in sharp contrast to pro-
Nimpamacha taction’s deecision
to pull out of NDA protesting
remarks by some BIP leaders’
favourfng President’s Rule in
Manipur.

With Nipamacha government
in minority, hectic parleys got
underway in the splinter MSCP
group as well as the five-party
Opposition combine Manipur
Demoeratic Front (MDF} for
sewing up an alternative.

Chaoba Singh, considered a
front runner for chief minister-
ship, said the legisiators belong-
ing to his group would scon elect
their leader and consult MDF to
choose a common candidate to
lead the “new government,”

The opinion in MDF appears
to be divided on the choice of the
leader of the alternative. MDF
sources said Samata Party with
12 MLAs wanted its leader
Radhabinod Koijam to head a
new dispensation. But BJP with
six MLAs felt it should lead the
MDF since it also led the NDA
at the Centre, they added. —PTI1

|
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Imphal, Feb. 9: Manipur Speaker
Sapam Dhananjoy today said
chief minister W. Nipamacha
Singh was not co-operating with
him for reconvening the Assem-
bly session.

The winter session was ad-
journed sine die on December 1
last vear by the Speaker after ad-
mitting a no-confidence motion
against the Nipamacha Singh-led
United Front of Manipur min-
istry. The clash hetween the trea-
sury and Opposition members
that day had considerably dam-
aged the Assembly hall.

The Speaker, meanwhile,
despatched a copy of Governor
Ved Marwah’s message to all the
60 members. The Governor sent a
message to the Speaker on
Wednesday directing him to im-
mediately reconvene the winter
session or face serious conse-
quences.

Dhananjoy said the relation
between the ruling and Opposi-
tion members was still tense and
this was hampering his efforts to

A\

Nipamacha; Passing
the buck

reconvene the House, Despite the
Speaker’s assurance, his office did
not indicate any probable date for
reconvening the House.

After the Governor's warning
to both Nipamacha Singh and
bhananjoy, political observers
here predicted Raj Bhavan would
take the drastic step of dissolving
the House and imposing Presiden-
t’s rule in the state. The way Mar-

brea

ipamacha, Speaker
refuse to

\\K\O

9-0g % % s
1CE

wah issued the warning instead of
proroging the House clearly indi-
cated that the Governor was an-
noyed. Several political leaders,
who are now engaged in the cur- -
rent political battle, also did not
rule out such a possibility. Sour-
ces said Marwah was extremely
agitated over the way both the
chief minister and the Speaker ig-
nored his earlier messages.

Nipamacha Singh has wel-
comed the Governor’s directive to
the Speaker on reconvening the
House. He said reconvening the
House was the responsibility of
the Speaker and.ruling parties
should not be blamed for the cur-
rent impasse.

The chief minister said if the
winter session is not reconvened,
the House should be prorogued by
the Governor so that a fresh ses-
sion could be summoned.

Questioning the Speaker’s re-
fusal to reconvene the session, he
criticised the Opposition parties
for the standoff. Nipamacha
Singh said he does not need to
meet the Speaker fgrieconvening
the session.




alks only if Ulfa shuns violence’

Measures likely to remove backwardness, unemployment (4% |

L B,
N(" ZAY

NION HOME Minister L
| ) , K Advani said on Monday
that cessation of violence
by the Ulfa was the only precondi-
tion for truce in the State,
Addressing a press conference,
Advani said, “The Ulfa should also
mitiate  negotiation.”  Advani
added that if the Ulfa were hesi-
tant they would be dealt with an
iron fist by the security forces.
The Home Minister further
detailed the Government’s four-
point strategy to combat terrorism
in the country. “Firstly, our
approach is to deal with terrorism
with a firm hand. Secondly, we will
endeavour to eradicate economic
backwardness and unemployment,
which are the key problems lead-
ing to terrorist activities in the

Utpal Parashar
Guwahati, February 5

Union Home Minister L K Advani at a press- conference in Guwahati on
Monday. Photo: Utpal Baruah.

State. Thirdly, to mobilise world  ward for peace talks provided mili-

opinion against Pakistan spon-
sored terrorism. Finally, look for-

tants abandon violence,” he said.
Advani stressed that there wounld

be no similarity between the cedse-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir
the one in Assam,

Advani was questioned about
extension of ceasefire with
NSCN(I-M) beyond Nagaland, to
parts of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur. He said that
thc opinion of the State
Governments would be taken into
account beforc anything materi-
alises ahout extension of ccascfire
in the States, He added that talks
with the Bode Liberation Tigers |
(BLT) were progressing well in the
State. 1

The FHome Minister denied specu-
lations on setting up of a judicial
commission to probe nexus between
some Assam poditicians and militant
outfits. The minister also appreciat-
ed the role of the Assam
Government in taking stalk of the

knotty situation in the State. /
~
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‘Advani in Assam
today to study ¥, [\\\/
scene before polls

By Orr ((mmqu)\nnra&‘ ILb visit the stats in the Jaier half of

NEw DELIT AND GUWATLLATE,

Feb, 3 The law-andjwrder sHua-
fion in Assar will come unde
serious serutiny by the Centre
ahead of the May Assembly clee-
tions when Union home minister
LK. Advani visits the stale on
Sunday to take stock of the situa-
tion. .

During his two-day visil, Mr
Advani will hold discussions on
the securily situation with Assam
chief minister Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta and governor Lt Gen. SK
Sinha (reured} at length.

He will also visit the Lppx.r
Assam districts of Dibrugarh. Tin-
sukia and Nagaon, Mr Advani s
scheduled to address three pubfic
rallies in Tinsukia and Nagaon
and at Mirza near Guwahati.

While making a statement on the
Assam situatiom in the Parliament
during the winter session. the
home nunister had announced that

he would personuily visil the slate

1o assess 1he sitnaton at the ground
fevel. Mr Advani had madL the
statemem following an escatation
of violenee in the state and killing
of a large number of nen-
Assamese people by the mibitant
outlits, primarily the United Liber-
ation Front of Asom. At teast 100
people were killed within a span ot
ten days

The Thome minister was due te

However, he pusipened
his visit following the denath of
semior BIP leader  Vijayaraje
Scindia. After that. Mr \dmn‘: oot
preaccunicd with the rel [ and
rchahiltlation process 1he carth-
quake-hit state of Gujarat.
Following the quake, Mr Advan
had also cancelled his two pm—

January.

pesed trips abroad.

According 10 sources. mvdvs
taking stock of the law-and-order
situation in the uoubled state, \flr
Advani is also to Jaunch his party’s
campaign  for the forthcomimg
\sscmblv clection.

tn Guwahati. the hanped Ulfa
and the National Democratic Front
of Bodoland have jointly called 12
hours™ Assam bandh on Sunday m
prolest against the visit of the Mr
Advaini.

In a joint statement signed by
NDFEB chairman DR ’\Iabid the
banncd ourtfits alsn appealed to the
people to boyeatt all programmes
of the home minister,

Meanwhile. Lhere are possibili-
ties of Mr Advani announcing a
major policy initiative for bringing
the Ulfa to the negotiation table
foliowing softening of stand by the
outfit. The home mipister’s wip to
Assam  {ollows . visits by senior
Union heme ministry of Hieials 1o
the region 10 streamnline the seg
ty network so as to tackle
in militant activities.

THE ASIAN AGE
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Assam Cong chief wants CBI
probe into ‘secret killings’,«

HT Correspondent
Guwahati, February 1

THE ASSAM Pradesh Con;cv;s\
Committee (APCC) has demanded

a CBI inquiry into the ‘secret
killings’ going on in the State.
Addressing a press conference,
APCC chief Tarun Gogoi alleged
that the ruling Asom Gana
Parishad { AGP) Government head-
ed by Chief Minister Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta was responsible
for ‘eliminating magy people in the
State through extra judicial killings.”
“The AGP Government has for-

o
\ otten that the > :
W people of Assam

RN\

now who have been perpetuating
these killings in Assam.,” said
Gogoi. The AGP leaders had carli-
cr alleged that the Congress was
responsible for the carnage. Gogoi
said that the AGP had forgoticn the
vehement protest after the murder
of Jyotish Sharma, a Gauhati
University employce related to Ulfa
leader Subhas Sharma. .

He added that the Congress
would oppose the Government’s
decision to present a full Budget in
the Assembly in  Febraary.
Constitutionally there was no prob-

lem with that, but as the term of the
present Assembly would expire in
two months, democratic ethics
demanded that only a part Budget
was presented, he said. Gogoil
asserted that his party would win
more than two-thirds of the seats in
the 126-member Assembly and
form the next Government, There
have been rumours that the BIP
and the AGP would tie up for the
ensuing polls. Both the BIP and
AGP have denied any such
prospect. “The refutation is a result
of threats issued by AGP’s coali-
tion parties,” the APCC chicf said.
-~
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1nha firm (p?l dialogue within constitutional framework

\\7

" Assam hardens talks stand

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, Feb. 7: The budget

i session of the Assam Assembly
began here today with Governor
Lt. Gen. (retd) 5.K. Sinha spelling
oul a harsher pre-condition for
talks with militant ontfits of the
state.

In his inaugural address, Gen.
Sinha said the government want-
ed a peaceful solution to the insur-

" gency problem “at any time and
any place,” but the “talks should
he within the framework of the
Constitution”,

“The integrity of our country
is not negotiable,” he added.

During his visitto the state last
week, Union home minister LK.
Advani had said the Centre was
willing to hold talks with the mili-
tants, specially the Ulfa, once they
stopped the killings.

The Governor said efforts
wauld be made 1o “consolidate the
gains of the previous years™ hy
keeping up the pressure on the
militants, but the door for dia-
logue would be kept openn at the
I same time to find a lasting solu-

tion to the problem.

The Opposition Congress set
the tone for the corming days of the
budget sessionby creatingadinas
soon as the Governor started read-
ing out his speech. Leader of the
Opposition Silvius Condpan ac-
cused Sinha of acting as the “de
facto chief minister and not as the
constitutional head”.

Taking a cue fram their leader,
other Congress members rushed
io the Well of the House. They
shouted slogans and waved plac-
ards to register their protest
against the AGP-led government’s
decision to present a full-fledged
budget ahead of the Assembly
elections in April-May.

The Congress wants chief min-
ister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
who also holds the finance portfo-

PLANNING AHEAD: Assam Speaker Ganesh Kuntum entering the Assembly in Guwahati on
Wednesday. Picture by Easterst Projections

lio, to present a vote-on-accoutts.

The Congress Legislature
Party had earlier -submitied a
memorandum to the Governor,
nrging him to advise the govern-
tment not to go ahead with the
presenting of a full-fledged budget.
The ruling AGP, however, said
there was no constitutional bar
on presenting a fullfledged
budget by an outgoing govern-
ment.

One of the placards carried by
a Congress member read “Good-
bye AGP,” indicating the party’s
belief that it will form the next

government in less than three
months.

Claiming that. the law-and-
order situation had improved sig-
nificantly, Gen. Sinha said the
concerted and sustained opera-
tions launched by the Unified
Command had resuited in im-
provement in the overall scene.

“The fight against the miii-
tants will be carried out by my
government with greater resolve
and determination and with the
active support of the common
masses,” he added.

Significantly, Gen. Sinha was

THE TELEGR ».
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tofaily silent on the controversial
lilegal Migrants (Determination
by Tribunals) Act. He only said
the government was tutly commit-
1edl 1o check the llegal infiltration
and to ensure that no inconve-
nience was caused G genuine In-
dian citizens in the process of de-
rection and deportation.

Underlining the importance of
manned development, the Gover-
nor said the state had been facing
acute tinancial consiraints for the
past few vears and jts nog-plan
expenditure had #alsc  growr
considerably.



“BARREN CHARADE

gﬁ?«‘ Uta leaders must initiate talks g \

ULFA leaders must stop their barren charade of sdn ing
occasional hints to the media expressing a willingnesy to
talk and instead employ purposeful feelers. They have ‘no
reason to accuse the Centre of not being interested in
dialogue because they are the ones who turned tail after the
preliminary imeeting in December 1991 following the
unilateral declaration of a ceasefire. Any initiative, therefore,
must come from them. In the face of all that has happened
over the past nine vears the conclusion is inescapable that
Ulfa leaders are insincere and unpredictable. The dropping of
the precondition that talks be held in a foreign country under
UN  supervision is welcome, but they still harp on
sovereignty, which has lost its emotional appeal in the
changed realities. Even Naga rebel leaders who asserted
Nagaland had never been part of India and should be
accepted as an independent and sovereign state are now
engaged in finding a solution. Hundreds of Ulfa men have
surrendered and more are coming over, weakening the
movement. If recent killings of non-Assamese was intended to
provoke a backlash, it has not worked. A f,/([,y 9

LK Advani’s precondition that violends must stop before
any talks should put the Ulfa leaders in g tizzy. He said
nothing about whether sovereignty can be discussed about
which two Home Ministry officials have made contradictory
remarks. Sovereignty is not an option and pretending that it
just may be as a means of luring them to the negotiating table
is poor strategy and will cause complications later. Advani
claims his visit to Assam this week was to take stock of law
and order, in which case the only comment possible is that it
comes too late. He should have come in October-November
when the situation was really bad following the massacres of
non-Assamese, His visit served the purpose of addressing two
party rallies at Tinsukia and Nagaon, notwithstanding the
bandh called by Ulfa-Bpdo militants in protest, and was more
of an clection tour. / .
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‘N-E militants train their

\\/ Media in the Northeast functions under more
ﬁ precarious situations than this. At a day-long

e &
AY N

-Hoihnu Hauzel
New Delhi, January 31

SENKA AQ, editor of Ao Milen, a vernacula\
paper in Nagafand which pubiishes 5,000-6,G00
copies, was abducted. and handcuffed for 24
hours in 1995, His crime was his 'refusal to pub-
jish five press releases given by an underground
outfit on the front page'. On another occasion,
he received a letier stating that 20 copies of his
paper should be delivered at insurgency camps
in Nagaland.

In October 1999, Lalrohly, editor of a daily
from Manipur, was killed by rebels and in the
snext year. Brajamani Singh, editor of Manipur
News, was mutdered, All because they dared to
disobey the diktat of militants.

seminar on Sunday at the [IC, organised by the
India International Centre and Cenmure for
North East Studies and Policy Research, more
than 11 senior media persoms from the
Northeast attended and spoke at length on their
problems.

While each state has a unique problem, mili-
tant-prone areas like Nagaland, Manipur and
Assam have similar probtems. "[nsurgents have
reatised that the media can be used to commu-
nigate their thoughts to the public. So, on rou-
tine basis the print media receives news releas-
es from these organisations. Newspapers gener-
ally oblipe to steer clear of trouble,” said
Pradeep Phanjuban, editor of frnphal Free Press.

guns on media |

an English daily in Munipur. "However. at
times, movements of insurgency groups are of
vital importance as it has direct bearing on lives |
of people, who live i perpetual fear,” he said.

Shillong, which has been peaceful so far, is
also under pressure now. On une occasion,
Shiflong Times, an English daily started in 1945,
could not function for 15 davs because of pres-
sure from students, who wanted a letter to be
published, but were not obliged. "At one EI.HTG‘\
our Tura office was gheraocd by a students
group, who would not even let us funiction,” said
Manas Choudhury, the editor.

G D Wangsu, editor of The Dawn-Lir Post in
Arupachal Pradcesh, said, "Everybody who gives
a press Teledse wants to meet the cditor. People
know more of their rights than responsibilities.”

B 1)
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138 militants surrender in Assam,,

By Barun Das Gupta

GUWAHATI. JAN. 26. As many as 138
militants surrenderced with their
arms betore the Assam Governor,
Li-Genaretd.t S.K. Sinha, at a Re-
public Day function here this
maorning.

Of them, 123 belonged Lo Unit-
ed Liberation Front of Assam (UL-
A, nine o the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDIFBY. two to the Rabha Nation-
al Security Force {RNSF) and four
to the Muslim United Liberation
Tigers of Assam (MULTA).

The prople totally rejected the
cull given by the ULFA and several
other militant outfits in the region
to boveort the Republic Day cele-
brations. For the first time an a
Hepublic Day, private buses plied,
vehicular traffic was nonmal and
shops were open.

The Governar, who took the sa-
lute, recounted the  sucvess
achieved by the Government in
curbing insurgency. He said the
ULFA bad massacred over 100
Hindi-speaking people last year at
the behest of Pakistan's 181 so that
the ""land of panicky people leav-
ing the State” could be occupied
by illegal migrants.

PTI reports:

Tripura Governor’s appeal

A report from Agartala said The
Tripura Governor, Lt Gen, (retd.)
KM, Seth, appeated 10 the insur-
conts 1o shun violence and join
the mainstream to help in huild-
ing a prosperous State. “The in-
surgents are misguided youth,
who are on the wrong track which
will lead them nowhere except to
self-destruction”™  as  nothing
could be achieved by violence,

ir. Seth said in a Republic Day

One of the 138 ultras belonging to various militant

outfits in Assam surrendering before the Governor,
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) 5.K. Sinha, and the Chief Minister,

Mr. P.K. Mahanta, during the Republic Day celebrations
in Guwahati on Friday. — PT| (Report on Page 15]

IMESSLEEe.

He said subversive elements
were trving to break the bonds of
amitv between tribals and non-
tribals and the people should
thawart their designs collectively.
Sikkim — a role model

In Gangtok, the Sikkim Gover-
nor, Chandhury Randhir Singh,
unfwted the natonal flag and
ok the salute at o colourful
marchpast at the Paljor stadium.

Four platbons of the Sikkim
armed police, ane platoon each of
the Central Industrial Security
Force, the state police and home-
guards took part in the march-

past. Same defence equipment
was also an display.

In his message, the Governor
lauded the people of Sikkim for
making the hill State a ‘role imod-
¢l in the country for communaj
harmony.

Later, Mr. Singh made the first
focal telephone call to Siliguri.

The Chief Minister, Mr. Pawan
Chamling, in a message earlier,
called upon the people to join
hands to evolve a ‘national spirit
and sense of togetherness”.

[nsurgency in Arunachal

In ltanagar, the Arunachal Pra-
desh Governor, Mr. Arvind Dave,
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anturled he idcolour at the In-
diva Gandhi parade ground and
ieok the salute ar a marchpast
presered by the police, the
CRPE, che NCC, seouls and guides

and schnol children. He said
the State was known as an island
ot prace but insurgency in Tirap
and Changlang districts border-
g Myanmar  and - Nagaland
alarmed the administration.

He urged the people ta be more
vigilant against  divisive forces
and tot (o harbour them at any
cosl

‘Protect peace i}IHVIizo’

In Aizawl, the Mizoram Chict

Minister,  Mr. Zoramrhanga,
hoisted the national flag and

asked the people to pratect the
peacy in the State. He addressed
the people at the R- Day lunction
as the Governor, Mr. Ved Prakash
Marwah, who is also in charge of
Manipur. is in Imphal.

Militants’ accomplices
warned

15i Kohima, the Nagaland Gov-
ernor, Mr, OLP. Sharnia, warned
that those harbouring militants in
the State would have to face seri-
ous consequences. Those serving
as “support dinks” for milirant
autflit=  were  accomplices  in
crimes like murder and extortion
and would have 1o face the conse-
quenices, he said during the Re-
public Dy funeiion at the Tocal
uround.

Arted groups of militants and
anti-~aeial elements who hard tak-
en Lo vinlenee and crime contin-
ned o jeopardise the lragile
peace’ prevaling in the State, he

ndd('(t./



Talking to ULFA

i
[F THE north-eastern region has become synomymous with
fosurgency and remained on the margins of national politics, it
{1 not for its small size or ethnic complexities alone, In recent
vears. the three successive Governments at the Centre have
cune up with economic packages for the region. Both H.D.
Deve Gowda and LK. Gujral undertook a week-long visit of the
North-cast nearly covering afl the states. The Vajpayee
Covernment too has shown an eagerness to tackle the problem
of militancy, with the Prime Minister maintaining that the
Government was willing 10 consider amendments to the
Constitution to solve the problem. The ongoing peace talks
with the NSCN militants in Nagaland and the cease-fire in
the state for the last two-and-a-half vears have raised hopes
that o similar peace overture towards ULFA militants may
also yield the desired results. But a determigiation to pursue

qtter is lacking, N\ }z\(‘\,\
e Centre has sent ocealiony] feelers to ULFA receiving a

fayburahle response. A Joint Secretary in the Union Home
Minisry recently acknowledged that “we had somne discussion
i Kathmandu also”™. Initially, Paresh Barua showed an inclina-
tjon to hold talks. but when he backtracked, the Centre let it be
nown 1hat it was prepared for a dialogue with the moderate
lements in ULFA. While the ULFA militants have sutfered an
erosion in their support base, the average Assamese people are
becoming disillustoned with mindless violence perpetrated by
them. The bandh culture toop has caused resentment among
them. The old anti-Centre card is no longer effective. But more
than anvthing eisc. the ongoing talks with the Naga insurgents
{ haie prompted the LLEFA leaders to take a fresh lock at
their strategies.

To some exient, their flip-flop about negotiations is natural.
. Mo one believes that any government worth its salt will ever be
prepared to tatk with ULFA on the question of ‘sovereignty’. i
the issue is nevertheless being raised from time to time, if is
presumahly onlv as a bargaining point. The talks with NSCN
and the Bodo Liberation Tigers have undoubtedly created a
momentum. If peace has prevailed in Mizoram since 1986
because of the sincerity with which both sides implemented
the accord, there is no reason why the same resalt cannot be
achieved in Assam and Nagaland. But it requires a more pur-
poseful effort than what has been tried so far. /
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‘ULFA has qs;} Dt
nothing todo
‘with talk offer

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP

GUWAHATI, JAN 16 \
g

ULFA armed wing chief
Paresh Barua has claimed that
though the group had shown
“enough sincerity” in wanting
bringing the Assam problem to
an end, New Delhi was not imter-
ested in holding talks since it had
put forward the pre-condition
that ULFA first give up the path
ofviolence. % {{ ¥, (- -

In an intérview ‘to Bn As-

samese-languate  newspaper,
Barua said: “We were interested
in solving the issue through taiks,
But the Government’s rejection
of our offer has proved that New |
Delhi is not interested.” ULFA
had recently conveyed to the
Government that it had dropped
two of its originai three condi-
tions and was ready to sit down
and discuss the issue of soveg-
eignty.
This they did by directly com-
municating its message to the
PMO last month. In the .past,
ULFA had maintained that the
only situation in which it would
hold talks was if the Government
was ready to discuss the issue of
sovereignity, that these talks be
held in a foreign country and in
the presence of a UN observer.

Recently, however, the group
had changed .its ' stand and
dropped two of the preconditions
and wanted to discuss only the is-
sue of sovereignity. Barua said
that any discussion should have a
definite agenda, but added that
the Government scemed to have
noagenda atall,

“While we expressed our will-
ingness to talk with just one condi-
tion, the Government has once
again put the pre-condition of
shunning violence. We have noth-
ing to further to say now that the
offer that we sent has been turned
down,” Barua was quoted as say-
ng.

SIMAN EXPRED
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Centre ready for
talks with ULFA,

ASSOCIATED PRESS

o

THE  Goverment  on
Wednesday said it was ready to
hold peace talks"and discuss de-
mands for sovereignty with the
United Eiberation Front of Asom
{ULFA) to end the two-decade-
oldinsurgencyin Assam. . .

The government was prepared
to hold a forial political dialogue
with the outlawed ULFA, fighting
for an’ independent homeland,
anywhere in the world, said G X
Pillai, ajoint secretary in the Uniont

home minfstry in charge of the -

North-Eastern states,

He said the government was
even willing to offer a unilatera)
ceasefire in Assam, similar to the
one in Yammu and Kashir, "The
government of India is ready 1o
hold unconditional talks and dis-
cuss any of the ULFA's demands

“and at any venue of their choice in
the world," Pillai told journalists.

If the rebels agree to talk, they
can discuss their- demand for As-

’

sam \inde lndence, he said, i
what ap
cession by the government on the

" parameters of the peace talks,

ed to be a major con- v

The militants have said that in- '

dependence must be on the
agenda as a precondition for talks.
The government has said previ-
ously that there must be no pre-
conditions, )
* "In case the ULFA come for-
ward for talks, we can convince
then: that their demand for sover-
eignty is not justified," Pillai said,
"If the Indian government ac-
cepts Asssam’s sovereignty to be on
top of the agenda for talks then we
are ready to review our precondi-

tions of having the dialogue in a !

third countiy and under United
Nations supervision,” Rajkhowa
wasquoted assaying.

The ULFA. chairman, Ara-
binda Rajkhowa, was quoted on
an Internet site ort Monday as say-
ing his group was prepared to hoid
peacg~talks if the government
agrees o discuss the indepen-
dence. .

f
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” Manipur imbroglio continues

By Qur Correspondent \/@ ’ I \cember 21 the Council of Ministers hgg been lodging

IMPHAL, JAN. 20. The Opposition parties boycotted the
joint meeting convened by the Speaker Mr. §. Dha-
nanjoy, today to find ways and means of reconven-
ing the Manipur Assembly, which has been
adjourned from December 1, 2000.

The Governor, Mr. Ved Marwah, is concerned over
the protracted adjournment of the House while the
no-confidence motions against the Unired Front
Ministry headed by Mr. W. Nipamacha Singh and the
Speaker are still pending. On January 12, Mr. Mar-
wah directed the Speaker to reconvene the Assembly
session “'without further delay.” But on the same
day, the Speaker adjourned the House for a period of
20 days.The spokesman of the Manipur Democratic
Front (MDF), Mr. Okram Joy, told reporters on Fri-
day that in protest against the “undemocratic and
unparliamentarian verbal attack” by the Chief Min-
ister, the Opposition members were boycotting the
meeting convened by the Speaker. The Chief Minis-
ter should tender an apology, after which they will
attend the meeting.

On December 15 last, the Speaker had convened a
joint meeting of the leaders of the ruling and opposi-
tion parties to hammer out a date for reconvening
the session. However, the Chief Minister. Mr. Nipa-
macha, and other Ministers had refused to attend it
on the ground that they do not like to sit with some
MLAs whose party affiliation is not clear; The MLAs
had recently broken away from the ruling United
Front and joined the MDE,

On December 18 the Cabinet recommended to the
Governor to reconvene the session. However, the
Governor had sent a terse note on December 20
shortly before emplaning for New Delhi suggesting
to Mr. Nipamacha to meet the Speaker to find out
how the session could be reconvened. But Mr, Nipa-
macha refused to comply with it.He maintains that
he is not constitutionally bound by what the Gover-
nor had suggested. But the Governor is thus bound
by the recommendation of the Cabinet. From De-

complaints with the President agaimst the Governor,

On December 1 there was a fracas on the floar of
the House. Three Ministers sustained bleeding in-
juries. The Speaker adjourned the House within 15
days. On December 8 he again adjourned it within 45
days. During the free for all fight microphones were
dismantled and sound system damaged. The Fi-
nance Minister, Mr. H, Lokhon, refused to come to
the office of the Speaker to discuss a financial mat-
ter. The Assembly secretariat had submitted an esri-
mated cost of Rs. 700,008 to repairthe Assembly hall,

M

But as the Govemmeﬂt:coffe_r is empty (even em-
ployees are not paid their salagy) this maney has not -

been sanctioned as yet, The Speaker has been saying
that if the hall is not repaired the session cannat be
held. On the other hand, the Governmertt says that
the estimated cost is exorbitant since hardly Rs.
10,000 will be needed to replace four or five micro-
phones and instal new wires for the sound system.

Mr. Nipamacha is confident that as his 34 support-
ers are still with him he could defeat the no confi.
dence motion against him. In the 60- member House
the MDF has just 24 MLAs. The motion against the
Speaker had been rejected on technical ground. Mr,
Nipamacha went to the High Court against this rul-

ing of the Speaker. If the ruling is in favour of the 3

United Front Ministry, Mr. Nipamacha is planning
lo remove the Speaker who had joined hands with
the MDF.

But as the Oppaosition parties boycotted the meet-
ing demanding withdrawal of the Chjef Minister's
"offensive and insulting” staternent against some
opposition members, no date for reconvening the
session could be fixed. The period after the latest

adjournment will expire un Feb. 1, But if the stand |

off continues it will nor be possible to reconvene the |

session on February 1 or immediately after it

The ruling United Front suspects that the Speaker |

and the MDF members are deliberately creatin
situation for imposition of President’s rule.
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NCE AGAIN, it is eleltion time in

Assam, The polls to e State As-

sembly are in fact slated for mid-

May. Once again, the exercise of
the people electing their representatives
126 of themy — 15 being held under the
shadow of insurgency. Once again, the
outlawed United Liberation Front of Asornn
{UJLFA) has called a bovcott of Republic
Day celebrations ir the Srate. The cycle
just seem to go on and an,

Cotsnter-insurgency operations in As-
sam are under 4 unified command of the
Army, the paolice and the paramilitary
forces. Just when the awthorities tumed a
bit complacent and perhaps thought that
the ULFA's back had been broken with the
surrender of more than 2,000 of its cadres
since 1997, rebels struck with a vengeance
in different parts of the State. Beginning
October 22 last vear., armed men kiled
more than 100 Hindi- speaking people in
cold-bioaded serial attacks in owns and
villages across Assam. The Government at
all levels insists the killers belong to the
ULFA. The outfit firmly denijes its involve-
ment. [t is for the investigating authorities
to come up with clinching evidence, but
the kilings as such were widely con-

" demned and hundreds of peeple from all

strata of the greater Assamese society took
tn the streets to demonstrate their protest.

The authorites were obviously mighey
pleased over the fact that a mass upsurge
against viclence was taking place. And just
as the cry for peace was getting louder with
more and more individuals and groups
taking out peace marches in Guwahati and
elsewhere in the State. counter-killings
started. Gunmen, who pass off in Assam as
‘secyet killers', started assassinating close
relatives of top ULFA leaders. Amaong
tiwose killed was ULFA Joreign secretary
Shasha Choudhury's brother and deputy
commander-in-chief Raju Buruah’s brodi-
er-in-law and nephew.

Now, who are these ‘secret killers’ ar
does any ‘secret killer' exist in the State?
The Chief Minister, Mr. Prafulla Kumar
Mahanta, publicly stated chat there is
nothing called ‘secret killey” in Assam. Bug,
daily situation reports prepared by agen-
cies under the State Hame Department (at
least some of those during the period of
the killings in earty January) did talk about

% Untxi@ng

q/

‘secrel killers' assassinating the ULFA
leaders’ kin.

It is widely believed that these ‘secret
killers' are none but surrendered militants
acting at the behest of some Gavernment
functionaries, if not the Government itself.
The surrendered rebels on their part insist
that they are not involved in any extra-
constitutional acts. What has put the au-
thorities ip Assam in 2 spot is their inabil-
ity to arrest any of those behind the killings
of the refatives of the ULTA Jeaders. Once

early 1990s, 15 of the opinion thar a siimple
amendment of the Constitution. repealing
the restrictions on the {teedom of specch
and association, as enumerated in Article
19, would make peaceful propagation of
secession a democratic right. This, Mr.
Nath feels, is a ‘sensible step’ which the
Govermiment of India must go for, sithough
he is himself against the ideq of an inde-
pendent Assam with a 22 million popula-
tion and having Bangladesh as a
neighbour that has an over-spiting mass

The need of the hour is informal meetings between
representatives of the Government and the
ULFA to try and see if the two sides can actually
sit down for negotiations.

again, the people were out in the streets.
The anly thing is that this time they were
raising slogans against the surrendered
militants and the ruling Asom Gana Par-
ishad Government. The protestors held
the surrendered rebels and the Govern-
ment responsibie for the atfacks ou the
UITA leaders' kin. They were more angry
because none other than the State Gover-
nor and the Chief Minister had promised
adequate security cover to the family
members of ULEA leaders, The authorities
are [osing ground and unless the killing of
the relatives of militant feaders are stap-
ped, things would boomerang and could
well yo beyord contral, leading to a civil
wat-like situation.

This being the scenario, where js the key
10 a breakthrough in Assam or can a break-
through be achieved at allz This, a litde
later. I revent weeks, however, there has
been a debate in a section of the local
media on whether the introduction of the
right to secede in the Constitutdon could
take the wind out of the sails of such sep-
aratist rebel groups as the ULFA which is
seeking a 'sovereign, socialist Assam’. The
response to this debate by prominent peo-
ple. including histortans, Constitution ex-
perts, student activists and forower ULEA
leaders, provide an interesting insight into
the current thinking in the State.

The former ULFA publicity chief, Mr.
Sunil MNath, who laid down arms in the

of nearly 130 million people.

Mr, Apurba Kumar Bhattacharya, gener-
al secretary of the Asarn Jatiyatabadi Yuba
Chatra Parishad, one of Assam's most in-
Auential vouth organisations, says the
people of Assam got political freedom 53
vears ago along with the rest of the country
but have as vet not attained economic in-
dependence. New Delbi, he says, is still
exploiting Assam's vast patural Tesources.
1le ferls this is the reason why there is a
demand for secession in the State and is
convinced that legalising the right to se-
cede would bring down the separatis! in-
surgency, currently raging. Others are of
the opinion that inclusion of the right o
secede in the Constitution would lead to
‘total anarchy” in the country. Assam’s Ad-
vocate-General, Mr. Pachu Gopal 8aruah,
even suggested that the Sitate should be
accorded a Jammu and Kashinir type Con-
stitutional status. But, the one common
opinion even of those totally opposed 10
inctuding the right te secede in the Consti-
tution is that New Dethi is exploiting As-
sam and that this is behind the unrest in
the State.

A fow years apo, even a debate on as
sensitive an lssue as the right to secede
was unthinkable. Now, #t has come about
perhaps because the Vajpayee Govern-
ment has ser up the Copstitution Review
Committee, triggering hopes of hew provi-
sions being included in the Statute or

the Assam bind

By Wasbir Hussain

some uxisting ones deleted. Inclusion of
the right to secede may not alsa bring
donny Insurgeney in Assan. But, the Gow-
covment, hioth in the State and the Centre.
must undertake certain radical steps 1o
tackle the problem trom different direc-
tions and not just hope ta crush the rebels
threugh midicary might with the belief that
it waukd force them to enter inw negatia-
tions with the authorities,

A hreakthrough in Assam is not at all i
sight. Buefore anyane has made any honest
attempt at hrokering peace. both the Gav-
et [the Centre as well as the Swate]
andd the ULEA have crealed a situation
where even the possiliility of the two sides
mecting looks bleak. The need of the hour
i« informal meehings hetween representa-
tives of the Governinent and the ULFA to
try and see if the two sides could actually
sit down for negatiations for a possible sa-
fution o the problem. Is New Delhi so ni-
e as to expect the ULEA ta come o the
Tegal fold’ by possibly coming overground
and then sit for talks? 1s New Delhi hoping
that the ULEA would give up its demand
for a sovereign Assam and then come for a
dialogoe? Of course, if the fndian Govern-
ment at the highest Jevel is not expecting
any of the above, it must say so to avokd
confusion. The ULFA is now saying that it
would consider entering into talks if the
ongoing negatiations between the Govern-
ment of India and the {sac-Muivah faction
of the National Socialist Council of Nagu-
tand results in a solution to the Naga prob-
fem. Would New Delhi say once and for all
whether the NSUN-TM had given up its de-
mand for independence before eniering
o a diatogue with the Cenrre. ¥ so, i01s
fine and New Uclhi can insist that the Ulb-
I'A, 100, shoudd first give up its sovereigaty
demand. 1f the NSUN-IM has not given up
its independence demand, there is no rea-
son why the Government shoudd not sit
with the Ulfa and talk on that very issuc-
Assatnt's sovereignty as propaprated by the
banned outfit. After all, talking on the core
issue that is Keeping afive the ULFA in-
surgency does not mean that the govern-
nient of tadia shauld consider ceding
Assam. Once again, what is needed are
bold steps and the palitical will.

“The writer is Fditor, The Naovthecst {aily.
Gkt
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BY MANOJ ANAND m - 5

Guwahati, Jan. 14; The Ulla
commander-in-chiet  Paresh
Barus on Saturday reiterated
his willingness for talks while
stating that *“the ball is pow in
the Centre’s court.”

“We want an open and traps-
parent talks on seme serious

Barua told the local mewspa-
pers in an interview over tele-
phone on Friday. .

Claiming that they are watch-
ing the developments. in the
media, Mr Barua also rejected
{ the idea of involving a third
party or any mediator in the
Process. :

The Ulfa chief who virtually
holds the command over the
outfit said, “Now it remains to
be seen what the Centre decides
to do.”

The Ulfa, responding to the
people pressure, had expressed
their willingness for talks
through the media recently.
The outfit in its offer had
agreed to review their earlier
terms and condition of talks, to
which the government of India
was apposed, if the Centre
agrees to include the question

THE ASIAN

issues related to Assam,” Mr -

‘Ulfa still open for
talks, says Barua

of sovergignty of Assam under
the purview of talks. Earlier,
the Ulfa was insisting for talks

.in the third ¢ountry and pres-

ence of a Unitied Nations repre-
sentative in the  negoliation
process.

Meanwhile, the Union home
ministry sources have contra-
dicted the media veports which
claimed that Centre has turned
down the Ulfa’s offer.

Sources said that the Centre
was still ready to start talks
with the militant leaders in
Assam without any “pre-condi-
fion.” Sources said that Ulfa
should also try to understand
the constraint and compuision
on the Union .govermment
which has to operate withoul
proper feedbacks and merely
hased on media reports.

Citing the example of unilat-
eral ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir, sources said, “I(
materialised  afler  several
rounds of informal paricys that
can’t he made public.”

Aeanwhile, the state govern-
ment sources have expressed
ignorancé towards the process
and rather they are trying 1o
underplay the issue of falks
directly with the Centre.

~GE
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Arrest of four

Bangla nationals
triggers ISl scare

HT Correspondent
Balasore, January 10

ALARM BELLS have begun ring-
ing here after four men of
Bangladeshi origin were arrested
on charges of stealing two solar-
charged batteries from the Interim
Testing  Range (ITRY  at
Chandipur.

The district administration and
defence officials are concerned
that Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) might have a
strong espionage nefwork among
Bangiadeshi expatriates settled
here,

Balasore and Bhadrakh are in a
sensitive zone hecause of the

largely unguarded east-Orissa
coastiine and the ITR, the
Proof Establishment and the

Dhamra port being bang on the
coast.

The population of Bangiladeshi
refugees has been increasing lately
and the Government can do lirtle
ta curk the IST's activities if there
are any.

The theft of wo solar- charged
Dbatterizs and plates from the inner
wheuler resrmg range and twao

remote cameras from the testing
site has strengthened doubts about
the presence of the espionage net-
work.

The Dhamra-Chandbali Port
offers a smooth entry point and
getaway through the sea and there-
fore  the  population  of
Bangladeshis has been gradually
increasing in  Bhadrak and
Kendrapada districts that abut the
port.

The number of Bangtadeshis in
Kendrapada district is said io be
round L5 lakh and their popula-
tion in Bhadrak is not less than 1
lakh.

The expatriates now claim
themselves to  be permarnent
residents because they have regis-
tered Government plots in their
names.

The revenue divisional commis-
sioner had reportedly instructed
the Balasore, Bhadrakh and
Kendrapada district administra-
tions to identify all foreigners in
their territories but authorities are
yet to take it up.

Defence authorities have setup a
‘court of enquiry’ to trace the two
missing remaole cameras.

Utpal Parashar . (‘ﬂ
Guwahati, January 10y ¥

FIRE razed all but one sec-
A:ic:n of the Meghalaya
sembly  building on

Tuesday night. Many valuable doc-
uments on Assembly proceedings
were destroyed.

The Meghalaya Government on
Wednesday ordered a judicial
inquiry into the incident, The
inquiry, to be headed by a retired
High Court Judge, would submit
its findings soon. A task force has
been constituted to bail out the
Government from any crisis that
may arise.

With the Budget session slated
for the second week of March, sev-
cral emerpency meetings were
held in Shillong an Wednesday to
find a suitable building to house
the Assembly, The Government
has ruled out sabotage as the cause
the fire. The value of goods and
property damaged in the fire are
yet to be ascertained,

Preliminary investigations sug-
gest the fire might have started at
the Assembly canteen at around
3.30 pm, and engulfed the entire
building within two hours. Barring
the annex, the rest of the building,
including the Speakers’ chamber,

THE HINDUSTAN TINZS

11 802

the main hall and the library was
gutted in the fire. No one was
injured, as the building was nearly
empty.

It took more than five hours for
nearly two-dozen fire tenders from
Shillong and nearby areas to bring

The Government has
ruled out sabotage as
the cause the fire.
Preliminary
investigations suggest
the blaze might have
started at the Assembly
canteen around
5.30 pm and engulfed
the entire building

the fire under control. The entire
building was reduced to ashes by
that time.

“Residents saw smoke emanating
from the building at around 5.30
pm, but none suspected a fire. It
was ouly at § pm, when the fire had
engulfed the wooden structure that
peopie called the fu'e brigade

_Fire destroys Meghalaya
Assembly building "

office,”
said.

Regarded as one of the most
beautiful heritage buildings of the
North-East, the Meghalava
Assembly was one of the oldest
wooden structures in the region,
The  Governor of undivided
Assam, Sir William Sinclair
Morris, laid the foundation stone
of the building on September 28,
1921,

Construction began within a
year, It functioned as the Assembly
building of undivided Assam till
1972 when Meghalaya was made a
separate State.

Made of fine pine and teak wood,
the Assembly archives housed
many valuable documencs, includ-
ing the Assembly procecdmgi of
undivided Assam and details of
debates on important issues con-
cerning the region.

Though it has not been officially
confirmed, the Hynniewtrep
National Liberation Council’s
hand 3= suspected in the incident.
Members of this banned Khasi
outfit have been creating trouble
in Shillong for the past few
months. They killed five persons at
an electronics shop on Friday and
carried cut a hank tobbery on
Monday.

a Meghalaya police ofﬁcml
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Hidden hand behind Assam killings N 1

NAGALAND is gniet under ceasefire. The nearly four-vda

peace dialogue is not making any headway. The Centre

- hag given Manipur’s incompetent administration yet anotter
chance to mend itself, being an ally of the NDA has helped
bu® financially the state is bankrupt. An uneasy lull prevails
in Tripura with eccasional raids by insurgents to convince the
pubiic of their presence. The mhssacre of five Indian busi-
nessmen early this month in the heart of Shillong is sug-
gestive of what to expect. Arunachal Pradesh is quiet, how-
ever the presence of both factions of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland has made two of its districts volatile.
Mizoram, which earned a peace bonus, is sliding back to the
old rebellion days with Bru (Reang) insurgents making their
presence felt. Ulfa seems to be in disarray. Dispur claims
2,000 have surrendered over the past few vears, not all of
them genuine, but the fact remains that they included some
Ulfa leaders as well. Karbi Anglong district witnessed
violence, so did the Bodo area. The recent murder of 100
Biharis’Marwaris in  Assam seems essentially political. It
was certainly not part of any pogrom. The forces behind the
killings obviously had their eyes on the ensuing Assembly
elections, the idea being 1o incite central take-over as they
fear that the Asom Gana Parishad will rig the elections.

The murder of 14 Bhutanese nationals in Assam has put
paid to any hope of Bhutan taking military action even with
indian help, Thimphu cannet risk the lives of its citizens whe
must pass through Assam to go to other parts of Bhutan.
What is disturbing is the killing of Ulfa militants’ kin by
surrendered cadres. Sulfa and security forces, mainly th
police, are working together, but the lesson of Punjab must Ix

" learnt. I¥ such strategies are not handled carefully public
opinion rpay go against the government. There have heen
protests in Nalbari and Guwahati last week. This is Hkely to
hit amzi-insurgency operations wherein public support is said
te be of paramount importance. One thing is certain, Assam
will witness more violence as the elections approach. s



'MANIPUR

t times, it may appear to
people in other parts of
the country that the
Northeast is a region
which [s upimaginably different
from the rest of the country, With
the recent Yillings in Assam and
the collapse of govermmment in
Manipur, they may be forgiven
for a sense of déja vu: that things
are once again spinning out of
coptrol and demanding a tough
résponse.
. Such a view- maybe somewhat
misplaced. Yer at one time, one
was assailed by a concern that
Manipur was simply slipping
away and that no one in the rest
of the country, especiatly in New
Delhi, was bothered. Our myopic
metropolitan  media  with it
focus on Iftar parties and the
Ayodhya mess could not care
less, of course. Wha{ took the
cake was the Pioneer writing an
editorial about Manipur and
titding it “Kohima <calling”™.
Kohima is the capital of Naga-
land. Imphal is the capital of
Manipur. l‘k, 3
If the press gets it wrohg .lnd

; it does so with unfailing consis-

tency -— can others be bl
for getting nothing right?

And if one is to look at tAes
issues through a Northeastern
periscope, then what is one to
make of a country where a strike
by policemen in distant Manipur,
which brings the state govern-
ment to its knees and jeopardises
India’s security, barely comes up

k for discussion in Parliament and
is dismissed in a few laconic sen-
tences by the Union home minis-
ter? Manipur is a place where the
state has truly collapsed. “with-
ered away,” if one was to borrow
a good old lefrist phrase.

There is no government worth
the name in many parts of the
state and the capital of linphal is
deserted by nighttall. The gov-
ernment {5 restricted to the
pertmeters of the city:; there are
no policemen manning a majori-
ty of the state’s police stations,
outside of Imphal. .

Manipur’s slide into anarchy
has been sure and steady. The
hills of the state, where a majori-
ty of its Nagas live, are domimat-
¢d by one faction ur another of
the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland. Other groups active
there include the Kuki National
Army. In the plains — essential-
ly, the small and fertile lmphal
valley — live the majarity com-
munity, the Meiteis, who are
Vaishnavite by faith. For all pur-

ed
e

poses, the Meiteis are hemmed in-

on all sides by the hill groups.
But here too ethnic disparities

- are reflected in the insurgencies

as well: the Meiteis have their
own fighting  groups  which
demand independence, including
the United National Liberation
Front and the People's Libera-
tion Army. The dominant Naga
group accuses the UNLF of try-
ing to intimidate Nagas and
apparently has its own Meitei
front which has turgeted support-
-< of the UNLF. .
-ding ethnic divisions and

Py - -

L

GUN RULE: Militants belonging to the People’s Liberation Avmy in their training camp

bitter rivaldes have brought
Manipur to the brink of unmiti-
gated disaster. The long-standing
feuds between the Kukis and
Tangkhul Nagas resulted in
killings and counter-killings in

the early Nineties, with the active

participation of militants from
both sides. :

The Nagas say that they are
under-represented in the state

bureaucracy. The Meiteis say the.

opposite. But one thing is clear
— all sections of government
officers pay “tax”, either willing-
ly ar otherwise, to the different
factions of the underground.
Those working in the hills pay
their dues to the Nagas and
Kukis: in the plains, the tithe
goes 10 the Meitei groups.

A ROUTE MAP TO THE NORTHEAST

be facilely argued that, through
the huge funds thiat it sends out
from Delhi 10 projects which are
never completed, the govemment
of India is, in fact, sustaining
some of these insurgencies in the
name of “development”  The
commoit man and woman rarely
find a place in the scheme of
things although everything is said
to be-done in his or her name!
People are fed up with the extor-
tien and intimidation. But who do

“they turn 1o when the government

of the state, at virtually every
level appears to be in league with
the “underground” or has abdicat-
ed its hasic respongihilities? Atter
all, one pays taxes to a superior
authority. In the case of law abid-
ing citizens, it is the government

By Sanjoy HAZARIKA

THE LOKTAK LARE: Terrov reigns
where once peace riled

PeoPle are fed up
' with the

intimidation. But
who do they turn to

when the state

government appears
to be in league with
the ‘underground’?

fhis situation has contnued
Tfor vears. Everyone is in the
know and ¢n the make. Min-
isters in Manipur and Nagaland
are known for their associations
with the underground groups,
which support candidates in the
state Assembly and Parliament
elections. Attimes, a combination
of diplomacy. good local contacts
and a cool head helps those who
do not want to pay {especially
members of the All-India ser-
vices) out of sticky situations.
Yet, it is widely believed that a
slice of each major govemment
contract (it “does not matter
whether it is the government of
India or the state government)
goes to the underground. of
whichever hue, in different geo-
graphical areas. It could therefore

of India-and its myriad agenicies.
In Manipur, Nagaland and else-
where in the Northeast, many
have bought peace and security
for themselves and their families
{and who can blame them if the
government of the day cannot
provide them protection?) by pay-
ing the underground. By acqui-
escing in this illegality, the state
governments and New Delhi have
conceded the moral high ground
to the insurgents.

To correct it will need much
more than a dose of President’s
Rule, necessary though it may be
in Manipur.

What is needed is nothing less
than the reinstatement of the rule
of law; the judiciary must regain
its independence and firm action
must be taken asaines the oovnne

and the inefficient. Funds must
reach the projects to which they
have been allocated. And local
governance, through panchayars
and traditional bodies, can act as
watchdogs. Only then will civil
society, terrorised and trauma-
tised by both sides, find its voice
and speak without fear or favour.

ransparent  dialogues must

take place between different

ethnic groups to bridge the
deep and bitter divisions which
have developed among commmu-
nities over these decades. This is
a slow and difficult process. But
it is part of the road map that
leaders of different groups and
organisations must chart if soci-
eties in places such as Manipur
and elsewhere in the Northeast
are to survive and grow and not
be brutalty fragmented. It is no
longer a question of development
but of simple survival.

Common sense points us to this
path. Respected figures from the
literary and creative aris, acade-
IMiCs, non-government groups as
well as the media and humao
rights organisations can help
chart this way forward with a

vision document for each stale

which could begin with a clicck
list of things to be done immedi-
ately, in the mediam term and in
the long term.

A wishlist of sorts exists as a
vision document for Assam. A
visionary document can only be
developed through an interactive
process where people are con-
sulted and their voices. find
expression, not the jargon of
politicians or the glibness of
burgaucrats.

Howg, tough this road can be is
to be seen in one simple fact: the
press itself has been undar threat |
from different miltitant groups. In
such circumstances, who then
will speak out? But if states tike ~
Manipur are not to be lest, then
there is no other road but this
one. Other solutions will only be
ad hoc, piecemeal and short
term.

SANJOT HAZARIKA is associateg”
with the Centre  for ]%
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SULFA-police nexus

needs to be p

W Y

THE CPI, one of the ruling Assam
Gana Parishad’s allies, has sought
a high-level inquiry into the
alleged nexus between the police
and surrendered ULFA activists.
It has also welcomed the gesture
of ULFA commander-in-chief
Paresh Barua favouring a scientific
dialogue with the Government.
Talking to rteporters here on
Monday, State unit president of
CPI and Flood Control Minister
Promode Gogoi said that the
public cutery against bloodshed in
the State prodded the Government
into probing the SULFA police
links.
The puilty officials shoutd he
punished accordingly, he added.
Condemning the killing of innao-
cent people including the kin of
ULFA leaders, Gogoi advocated
the disarming of SULFA men. who
are allegedly being patronised by

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, January 8

the Government to  Tun
‘recognised’  extortion rackets
besides operating - as hitmen

against ULFA leaders and rhcxr

relatives. “We hgb\ ed the
Centre to declare nilateral

ceasefire from Januar\ 1'this year
to be adhered to by all including
the ULFA and SULFA,” the CPI

‘We had asked the
Centre to declare a
uhitateral ceasefire
from January 1 this
vear to be adhered to
by all including the
ULFA and SULFA.
We reiterate the
demand if the State
is to be saved from
more violence’

lcader said.

“We reiterate the demand if the
State is to be saved from more vio-
lence.” Gogoi alleged that certain
sections in New Delhi were not

keen on solving the crisis in Assam.

robed CPI

“They want to prolong the vio-
lence, and the rejection of Paresh
Barua’s talks offer made it
obvious.”

He felt that the Centre should

not attach any preconditions to a
diglogue with the- ULFA. “Let the
ULFA leaders {irst come to the
negotiation table and the other
things will follow. Being adamant
would mean negation of the spirit
of dialogue with an open mind,” he
added.
Assam Rifles jawan killed in
ambush: Unidentified militants
ambushed a foot patrol party of
the Assam Rifles and killed a
jawan in Manipur’s Ukhrul district
on Monday, report PTL

Officials said the jawans were
patrolling the Imphal-Ukhru! road
when the militants opened fire on
them between Lambut and new
Hiven area. The jawans retaktated
and in the encounter which went
on for about hatf-an-hour and one
jawan killed. The militants
escaped to the nearby jungies.
Senior police and Assam Rifles
officials have rushed to the spot
with additional forces. )
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“Govt Wakgs

{0 Ulfa kin

> up

L

s killings "

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATI, Jan. 6.

Public protests held in the

last two days against the
killing of relatives of Ulfa

. militants by suspected Sulfa

" men appear to have jolted the

! povernment out of its stupor.

Mr Prafulla Kumar Mah-
anta went into 2 huddle with
his aides and emerged cond-
emning the killings. He
instructed the district adm-
inistrations to prevent violent

" activities. Later the GOC, 4

Corps, Lt Gen Mahesh Vij,
and the DGP, Mr Hare
Krishna Deka, issued a
similar statement.

The government turned a
blind eye to the killings till
the protests occurred at
Nalbari on Thursday and at
Guwahati vesterday.
Although such killings have
been going on for a long time,
police couldn’t even identify
the culprits let alone arrest
them. It gave rise to alle-
gations that the killers were
in league with the gover-
nment.

The authorities have
admitted for the first time,
albeit obliguely, that some
former rebels do possess
illegal weapons. The Nalbari

district SP told people that all
SQulfa men in the district
would give up arms. Guwah-
ati City SP said that Jyotish
Sharma’s killers would be
brought to book.

The government had so far
maintained that the Sulfa did
not possess weapons and that
the arms they were seen
carrying around belonged to
securitymen provided to
them. In sharp contrast to the
government’s stand on this,
some Sulfa men had
exhibited their arms publicly
on various occasions.

Before the last elections,

the AGP promised to
confiscate all illegal weapons
within three months of its
coming to power. This paints
to the fact that the party was
privy to the Sulfa’s possession
of such weapons. Nearly five
years later, police are making
similar promises once again.
In the interregnum, these
weapons could have only
increased as more than 2,000
militants had surrendered
since 1998.
Sulfa appeal: The former
Ulfa publicity secretary, Mr
Sunil Nath, today appealed
for peace in the state asking
the government to declare a
ceasefire.

YHE STATESMAR

T A 2mt



FREEDOM LAST!

Impostors devalue pension scheme

T one end of the scale is the pathetic story of neglected

freedom fighters surviving on deles from the Union with
only some states contributing their share to the gratitude of
the nation. West Bengal is obviously not one of these, which
is why some of the invitees to the Governor's tea parly on the
last Independence Day publicly displaved their feelings in
front of Jyoti Basu, who treated them with his usual disdain.
On the other hand, there is the equally unacceptable reality
of thousands of bogus freedom fighters on the pay rolls — a
consequence of political patronage — while many are denied
pensions. Why did the question of fake applications have to
rise in the first place? Who are the real culprits — the
applicants or their patrons? The minister of state for home,
Mr Vidyasagar Rao, now promises stringent action against
those who adopt fraudulent means to secure pensions.. He
ghould notl overlook equally strong action against politicians,
members of Parliament, who recommend these cases? But
that will require rare courage.

It 1 revealing that 53 vears after Independence, 6.19 lakh
epplications were pending in the ministry of which some 4.54
lakh were rejected for lack of relevant documents. Are
freedom fighters still in the process of being identified in
different parts of the country? Do all those who have suffered
imprisonment and worse possess papers to prove their bona
fides? The minister’s confession suggests sinister political
hands which devalue pensions and mock the sacrifices of the
past; it is also a waste of national rescurces. Genuine
sufferers, on-the other hand, could well be approaching 100
and badiyin need of medical care and attention. They must
bc pa‘peﬁ the sins of impostors and their patrons.

" SAVING TRIPURA,
Welcome, | IPFT g;oposal for all-party meet

() amount Gf m0n9\ can improve the condition of fribals
in Tripura as long as insurgency lasts. The development
/process has come to a standstill. The Indigenous Pedple’s
Front of Tripura, in charge of the tribal area autonomous
district council, has realised that the first need is to restore
confidence. Its denunciation of insurgency by National
Liberation Front of Tripura is significant ag many thought
the IPFT was the political unit of the outlawed militant
»utfit. Its call for an all-party meeting to end the conflict must
e suppotted. But the question is will the NLFT agree to drop
t¢ demand for a “sovereign state of Tripura”. Wooing
nilitants with attractive economic packages has not helped.
i'he NLFT was born in 1991 after the state government failed
o fully implement the 1988 peace accord with the Tribal
National Volunteers under Bijoy Hrangkhawl, The TNV's
yasic objective was not insurgency but to fight against illegal
occupation of their land by migrants from across the border.
They were branded “insurgents” only after establishing links
with the Mizo National Front. All that the tribals want is
protection ol their democratic and econemic interests.

It would pay to cultivate the IPFT. Comprising several
tribal organisations, it does not have a common ideclogy, but
it does seem sincere in ils efforts to end insurgency.
Hrangkhawl’s presence in the party should help as he can
exerl influence on the NLFT rank and file, mostly former
TNV rebels, to shun violence and prepare for taiks. NLFT is
predominandy Christian and its leadership is known to
gutulivage woayeiilon, Lot inadiaissible ih seriilar lndia, Cne

: ’(ﬂb fact That i1 was the wiseionerios who st
e, Tribals mudl be given & greater say
G TR L o Sl slicading e sl dchedule and © s
FmCulrage the Utwand [on a separale allonumous state
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Ulfa

Utpal Parashar
Guwahati, January 3

~
Wi~
A\l
SUSPECTED ULFA militan&;
shot dead three former colleagues
and injured two others in Nalbari
district on Tuesday night. This is
the second attack on surrendered
Ulfa militants in a week.

The police said at 8.30 pm on
Tuesday, suspected Ulfa militants
carrying sophisticated weapons
raided senior Sulfa leader Avinash
Bordoloi alias Sailen Haloi’s
‘arm in Bonbhag Salmari and
‘hot at him and four other Sulfa

men. Avinash and two others,
Ridip and Jabrang, died immedi-
ately while two of their associates
are now battling for lifc at a
Guwahati lospital,

Last Friday, a suspected Ulfa
militant shot at former militant
Monikut Kolita alias Tarzan and
one of his aides outside a nursing
home in Mangaldai of Darrrang
district.

Both victims sustained gunshot
wounds and arc recovering at the
Guwahati  Medical  College
Hospital.

The police said Monikut had

gone to the nursing home to visit
his pregnant wife when he was
attacked. He got abullet in his arm
while his friend was hurt in the left
leg.

Senior police officials believe
that both the incidents might be in
retaliation to recent attacks on rel-
atives of Ulfa members, including
parents of Ulfa chief Paresh
Baruah.

Last onth, a group of unidenti-
fied youths had shot dead Dipak
Choudhury, brother of Sasha
Choudhury, chief of the Ulfa’s
external affairs wing, at his

HE HINDUSTAN THES
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guns down three Sulfa men

Nalbari residence. A few days
later another group targeted
the family home of senior Ulfa
leader Dhrishti Rajkhowa in
Goalpara.

On December 23, some men
lobbed two powerful hand
grenades at Ulfa militant Sashi
Phukan’s house at Baihata in
Kamrup district. No one was
injured but the house was
destroyed. It was the eighth assault
on the house of Ulfa members and
their relatives since the attack on
Paresh Baruah’s parents on
December 5.
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“Rebel deadline..

stares at Bhutan

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT |

Guwahati, Jan. 2: The Bodo Lib-
eration Tigers have “warned”
Bhutan of more attacks on its peo-
pleif the kingdom did not initiate
steps to drive aut the Ulfa and the
NDFB militants from its soil
*withinamonth”,

Official sources in Thimpu
quoted a Bhutanese immigration
official Sonam Dorji - - who was
allegedly abducted by the BLT
from Assam on December 20 and
released three days later — as the

. basis of the “threat” issued hy the

pro-talk Bodo outfit,

" Dorji was allegedly abducted .

along with his official driver
Tandin Dorji when they were re-
turning from Phuntsholing in a
new Toyota Hilux. The vehicle
was set ablaze by the militants.

Sources said before Dorji was
released, he was asked by the mili-
tant “leader” to convey to the
Bhutan government that the
Bhutanese nationals were being
targeted for the specific purpose of
warning the kingdom not to give
shelter to the Ulfa and NDFB
rebels.

Themilitant leader apparently
told the Bhutanese official that if
the royal government did not ini-
tiate steps to evict the Ulfa and the
NDFB militants from its soil with-
in a month, more such attacks
would follow.

Theugh the royal Bhutan em-
bassy in Delhi admitted that it was
aware of the threat, it refused to
comment on the counter- mea-
sures Thimpu was contemplating.
“The government is keeping tabs
on the sitnation, That is all T can
say now,” Thinley Penzor, coun-
cillor at the embassy, said this

evening. The Bhumﬂo\'emmem
has repeatedly denied Assamn gov-
ernment’s claims that the banned
National Demaocratic Front of
Boroland was involved in the se-
riesof violent incidents on Decein-
ber 20-21, which killed 14 pecple
and injured nearly 20. Three
Bhutanese vehicles were also set
ablaze by the rebeis.

However, the BLT categorical-
Iy stated it had nothing to do with
the attacks and instead saw a con-
spiracy hatched jointly by the
Bhutan government and the
NDFB to gain “unknown diplo-
matic mileage” out of the
incidents.

Additional director-general of
police (operations) G.M. Srivasta.
va also reiterated NDFB's hand in
the attacks. “There is no basis in
the Bhutan government’s clainis
as the BLT is honouring its cease-
fire agreement with the state. On
the other hand. Bhutan is under
tremendous pressure from the
NDFB.. it is obvious that Bhutan
is blaming the BL.T ta appease the
NDFB,” he added.

Onty a few days ago, Bhutan
home secretary Dasho Pema
Wangchuk expressed the king-
dom's “unwillingness” to launch
military operations against the
Ulfa and the NDFB rebels, fearing
“serious retaliation against the
Bhutanese people by the militants
and their supporters”.

Wangchuk had told The
Telegraph in an interview that
“the Ulfa and Bodo militants are
Assamese people. Using military
force against them will entail at-
tacking and killing Assamese na-
tionals which would create deep
resentment among the people of
the state towards Bhutan. y i
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Sorrow of the seven sisters

\ h/ %
The seven states in the North East, 4V,

despite largesse from the Centre, have
" remained backward when tompared to
the rest of India. Insurgency and ethnic
violence has wrecked the economic and
social fabric of this region. Sanjoy
Hazarika, an expert on North East affairs,
looks at the possibilities that could be
explored to improve the lot of the region.

OR decades, administra-
tors in New Delhi have
blamed the British for
seemingly haphazardly
drawing the border lines especially
for Eastern India at the time of Par-
titior. As a result of this carto-
graphic exercise, India’s North
East haslonger borderswith Tibet,
Myanmar and Bangladesh than it
doeswith the rest of the country.
Its staggering diversity, just in
ethnic terms, is enough to give any
civil servant a lifetime of night-
mares: an effort to meet the griev-

ance of one community will turn

"into a fresh problem for another

group!
Yet, in that reality ties a greater

truth: that the complex ethnicand -

cultural diversity of the region has
greater affinity to South East Asia
than it does to other parts of India.
This fact may not be liked by other
Indians. But it cant be wished
away.

Ninety eight per cent of the bor-
ders of the North East are with

" other countries. A bare two per

cent borders on India. It is rich in

natuml tesources,  especially
forests, rivers, coal, gas and oil. Tts

\ lowlands are extremely fertile; the

hills abound in citrus and semi-
tropical fruits,

At independence, undivided
Assam was among the top sixstates
of the country in terms of income.
These days, it is virtually at the bot-
tom along with the other six states
of North East, Bihar and Orissa.

‘Why has this happened?

It is not as if New Delhi has not

FQCUS

THE NORTH EAST

tavished generosity on its eastern
horders, In his book, Economy of
the North East, Gulshan Sachdeva
says the Centre dispatched funds
equivalent to Rs 60,000 crore be-
. tween 1990-91 to 1998-99. A part of
this money came back officially as
repayment on loan and interest
payments, bringing the fignre down

to 51,000 crore rupees. This was
nearly double the assistance that
Orissa, a state with a similar popu-
lation size as the entire North East,
received in the same period.

A person resident in the North
East received (theoretically, at
least) per capita central assistance
several times even that of an indi-
vidual living Jammmu and Kashmir,
In poor Bihar, pecople received Rs
876 per capita assistance; in Hi-
machal Pradesh, they got Rs 5,291;
a person in Arunachal Pradesh got
more than Rs 36,04; and his ooun-
terpart in Mizoram a hefty Rs
32,567. The all India average is Rs.
1,080.

Despite all this largesse, bg-
stowed almost unthinkingly by the
Central Government in ah effort to
buy friends and influenee people, a
majority of people in the region re-
main poor. Infrastructure, whether
itis roads or clectricity, is in a sham-
bles and there has been little new
investment in business ventures or
industrial centres,

So, where does all this money
go? A substantial part returns to
New Delhi by “unofficial means”
and routes, enabling politicians and

surrendered ULFA

[itanis with weapons in

ile pix)

A resident of the North East received per
capita central assistance many times that
of an individual living in J&K. Some of the
money is pocketed by local politicians,
bureaucrats and the militant groups

L)

otherswho benefit to purchase real
estate in the national capital and
elsewhere in its neighbourhood. Tt
also helps them to buy influence in
political parties as well as the Gowv-
ernment,

Some of the money is pocketed ’

in the states by local politicians and
bureaucrats; some of it even goes to
mititant and extortionist groups as
protection moncy from the former
group, Businessmen and industry
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add their mite to this “militant”
kitty. The failure has not just been
in terms of macro planning,

We know the Big Picture. But
we have little idea of the details
which lic inside that large frame-
work: the little stories about fittle
people which tell us about how in-
divicuals and communities live and
whether they are better off today
than they were yesterday.

A major reason for the lack of

development of the North East has
been the Look West policy: of seek-
ing funds and sustenance from
New Delhi instead of turning to its
natural neighbours. Indeed, be-
cause of alopsided approach to de-
velopment, the estimated volume
of illegal trade between three

- North Eastern states (Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura) with Myan-
mar and Bangladesh isn tlcss than
Rs 3,000 crores.

What goes across from the
North East include drugs and phar-
maceuticals, milk powder, tea, me-
chanical goods, cycles and stainless
steel utensils. Goods coming in in-
clude precious stones, live pigs, syn-
thetic fabrics, walking shoes, teak
and electronic goods. These come
by road, over mountain trails and by
boat. Smuggling has existed along
these routes for centuries: a smug-
gler knows the needs, weaknesses
and market orientations of commu-
nities better than any politician or

“bureaucrat. The legitimisation of

these trades could open up a reser-
voir of energy and legal funds to
governments and communities.
There need to be good reasons for
such trades to“golegit”.

Border trade, tourism, commu-
nications, cultural and academic
exchanges as well and coopeative
economic endeavours wee dis-
cussed thread bare in zialogue,

the second of its kind (the first was -
held at Kunming, Yunnan
Province, in 1999) recently. Con-
cerns were also voiced about the
problems of cheap goods fror:
" South East Asia and China flood-
ing Indian markets. It was pointed
out that aggressive marketing of
cheap man-made fabrics would
devastate local economies based
on traditional handicrafts and
looms without providing an alter-
native to the workers. These are
some of the problems that cooper-

. ative veniures will spawn,

How do we protect the small
people whose stories make up the
Big Picture? Working out answer
will notbe easy. We could start wj,
a check list, for example, 0f,4¢
will be acceptable to gove panie
and communities in the Nopth
East. This will, in turn, 0 gis-
cussions with and lig h“:mng to rep-
resentatives of k‘a] communities
at all levels a8 glicies are framed.
This iswherege issue of local gov-
€Inance pd accountability comes
up. .

Pocies put into place without
suckonsultations will only create

" Wre difficulties. Regional cooper-
dtion, if it is to work, must build on a
base of consulting community lead-
ers at the field level. This is where
local governance and international
relations mesh dnd merge.

——



Nlpamacha

“a .in Delhi on
Advani missive

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENT

Imphal, Dec. 31: Chief minister
W. Nipamacha Singh ioday
rushed to New Delhi to attend a
meeting called by Union home
minister L.K. Advani on Tuesday
io discuss the state’s affairs.

In the meantime, a two-day
Ppandh cailed by women's organi-
sations in protest against the
Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958, has paralysed life in the
state.

Nipamacha Singh was sum-
maoned by Advani to discuss the
prevailing situation in Manipur.
He is being accompanied by
deputy chief minister L. Chandra-
mani Singh. Sources said Advani
is unhappy over the prevailing
law and order situation in the
state.

The meeting carries 2 lot of sig-
i nificance in view of a strongly-
' worded letter received by the state
chief secretary recently from the
Union home ministry. The latter
has asked the state government {o
{ake various steps to tackle the de-
teriorating law and order situna-
tion.

Sources said the Union home
ministry has asked the state gov-
ernment to deploy the nine battal-
ions of the Manipur Rifles in
counter-insurgency operations.
The ministry is reported to be an-
noyed over the way in which most
of the battalions of the Manipur
Rifles were engaged in acting as
security escorts of VIPs and in
guarding government instalia-
tions. Opposition sources, howey-
er, said Advani may ask Nipa-
macha to drop feur ministers
from the United Froni of Manipur
ministry as they have been ac-
cused of having links with mili-
tants.

Nipamacha is alsolikely to dis-
cuss the grave financial situation
of the staie with senior Central
leaders. The UFM government
has been unable to pay the
salaries of 82,000 siate employees
for the month of November. The
payment of salaries for December
is also uncertain., Sources said
though the Centre was willing to
release the state’s monthly alloca-
ion to pay empioyees’ salaries, it

uspents there may be misutilisa-

tlon of the funds.

The Centre is aware that the
state government has issued
cheques amounting to Rs 25 crore
to many contraciors despite strict
warnings. As these cheques will
also be encashed when the state’s
monthly allocation is released, the
problem is expected to be comy
pounded further,

Meanwhile, the 48-hour bandh
called by various women’s organi-
sations in the state has completely
paralysed life in Manipur. Mar-
kets were shut and the transport
system affected.

The celebrations of New Year’s
Eve and New Year’s Day have
been marred by the bandh.
Though Christian organisations
have appealed for relaxation of
the bandh, the women’s organisa-
tions are going ahead with the pro-
gramme, The recentlyformed
Women’s Front Against Black
Laws is spearheading the agita-
tion. Governor Ved Marwah, in
his New Year's message to the peo-
ple of the state, said Manipur was
facing all kinds of crises - - finan-
cial, social and political. He said
thepeopleare deprived of even the
mast basic services such as safe
drinking water, pawer, health ang
education.

Marwah said, “Manipur today
is caught in a vicious circie.” He
said economic development can-
not take place without an end tg
viplence, and violence will hot end
without economic development.

Stressing on a {wo-pronged
strategy, Marwah said intensive
efforts to speed up the pace of ecor
nomic development and to end vi-
olent conflicts will have to be fol-

lowed simultaneously. Wishing g

the people a happy New Year, the
Governor calied on the people to
join hands and regolve to support
and consalidate the forces of peace
and harmony.

Militant shot dead: An Ulfa mm

tant was shot dead in an en-

counter with the police at numbey
four Phuloni village under Mera-
pani police station. Though the
militant could not ve identified.
police said he was around 35-
years-old. A large amount of arms
and incriminating documetdis
were seized from him, reports our
Jorhat correspondent.
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Paresh Baruah
in talks gesture

Rahul Karmakar Q{ V
Guwahati, December 31

IN WHAT is helieved to be a rare
New Year gesture. ULFA com-
mander-in-chie! Paresh Baruah
hus aired his willingness to hold
“meaningful and scientific” truce
talks with the “Indian
Government”™, hut without the
possibility of a surrender.

Whul now lics between peace
and a {resh phase of vielenee in
Assam s Baruah’s cgo clash with
Chicf Mmister Pratulla Kumar
Mahanta and vice versa, otficiais
say.

The ULFA ml|l[d]".r witgy chiet.
who was almaost “killed” Lclrl) this
month in a fabricated internecine

battle decp inside the Chittagang

Hilts Tract in Bangladesh. rang up
three cditors of |delﬂL ldnuud"L
dailics, a few advocates, doctors,
businessmen and political leaders
last week with the truce offer.
A top police officer confirmed
same of these conversations and
authenticated the voice of the
caller as Baruah's. The police had
apparcntly lapped some of the
conversations and  digitised the
voices to establish the identity of
the caller.

The ULFA leader had called inj-

*{ /\
tiadly o junk talk of ditferences in
the cutfi as a “disinformation
campaign” by Delhi and Dispur
(the capital complex here).

He subsequently discussed cthe
possibility of “meaningful and sci-
entific” — officials here were won-
dering what scicnee has to do with
negotiations - discussions. but
made it clear that the ULFA was
not for surrender i the name of
Lalks™

Barualt also oid down two con-
ditions: ene. the tulks must he pro-
puscd by New Delhi, and two.
Prafulla  Mahanla  must  be
removed from power,

Police officers said 1he pereepti-
ble softeming in Baruah's stand
could be the result of pressure
from (ive relatively moderate lead-

ors in the militant InuarLIu,Thuu,
leaders have been apposed to
LLEAS new strategy of cthnic
cleansing.

The “Group of Five' has also
heen secking a0 mecting of 1he
ULEA  gencral  council by
December 31 1o reach an aceept-
able dedision.

The generat connal has not met
in six vears because of frequent
disruptions  of  communication

among cadics scattered  agross
Bhutan and Bangladesh.

urrivat in a fix
over Centre lIIULC

V

HT Cor\espondent TR
Jammu, December 31 //\
THE ALL-PARTY llmmut )
Conference (APHC Y is i a dilem- |
ma over its proposed  visit Lo g
Pakistan tollowing the Lunest -
nulmn froum lT]lIIl:iIll ontfits Ih.lT
all the seven cxecutive councl 1
members of the APHC should
visit that countny. Two of the seven
Hurrivat council member do not
have travel documents. I

The Hurrivat had called o niect-
mg on January 2 1o seleet s team
for visiting Pakistan. But now it
has to decide whether 11 should
visit with the arrungenmonnt that the
Centre has "foreed” on it by clear-
ing travel documenis ot unI\ Lour
of #s executive counatl members.,
Former Hurrivat chigirman
Mirwaiz tJmar Faroog alre: wly has
his passport and travel docamunts,

"We may have to reconsider our
decision (1o wvisit Pakistan)', the |
Mirwaiz 10td  Fhe  Hodasian |
Times. But another senion leader
on condition of anonvmity said |
that "a great apporiunity wanld he™
lost™ if the visit s deluyed. :

The Flurrivat had decuded on i
December 21 that 1t would send o
delegation to Pakistan an Januas o
15 to talk to Pakistani and milizan
leaders to find out what could lead !
to the solution o the Kashnour
LSSUC.
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