leb militant

Rs 2 Iakh%%ward
fsurrenders in J&K

: EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

| SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 27 7‘)j;\L-—

IN a significant development,
the Baramnulla district commander
i of the Hizbul Mujahideen surren-
| dered before the security forces

while four persons were killed in-
I cluding a militant in Kashmir since
" yesterday, police said.

Jehangir Khan surrendered
before the TG Border Security
. Force, Baramulla frontier rangg,
i and handed over arms and ammu-
nition. Khan, a senior Hizbul
cadre was wanted in several mili-
tancy-related incident. He carried
Rs 2 lakh on his head,

Meanwhile, Zzhoor Malik
alias Muntazir of Kapran, Dooru
was killed in an encounter with se-
curity forces today. In the cx-
change of fire, one house was dam-
aged. militants kidnapped and
later killed Noor Mohammud
Shah of Latina of Budgam.

In the evening militants shat
dead a surrendered militant Fayaz
Ahmed, resident of Brein, Nishat
in Srinagar,

‘It is not ceasefire’

W NEW DELMI: THE Government
on Tuesday said it was not cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir but
stoppage of combal operations in
the stale against terroridts, the Lok
Sabha was informed foday,

“Prime Minister has never said that
it was ceasefire but the Govern-
ment has only instructed the de-
fence lorces notto open fire but re-
spond to miltant attacks., Since this
move came into eftect, in the last
three months 184 terrorists have
been killed by security forces”,

LHome Minister L K Advani said.

This morning militants shot
dead two persons at Bagh-e-
Nanadsingh of whom one has
been identified as Muhammad
Amin Sheikh, resident of Sutaha-
ran, Beerwa in Budgam.

At least 13 pedestrians were
injured when a grenade hurled
by militants on a security force
picket exploded on the road a
Khudwanl, Kugam yesterdy.
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By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, FEB. 25. Differences within the All-Party Hur-
rivat Conference (APHC) have deepened further
with the People's Conference led by Mr. Abdul Gani
Yone publicly joining issue with the Jamat-e-Istami
leader, Syed Ali Geelani. Kashmir - whether a reli-
gious or political Issue - is the bone of contention.

The reaction to Mr. Geelani's speech at a Friday
congregation that there was no room for secular pol-
itics in Kashrnir came from the People's Conference

C) spokesman on Saturday, who said that the Ja-

at leader was getling isolated. In a hard-hitting
staternent, he said Mr. Geelani had lost even the
support of his own party and was hence exploiting
the sentiments of the masses.

The People’s Conference reiterated that Kashmir
was a political issue. Mr. Geelani, 2 known hardliner
in Kashmir politics. had asked the people to foil the
designs of the “so called secular leaders”, in an ap-
parent reference to Mr. Lone.

Disputing Mr. Geelani’s assertions, the PC spokes-
man said, “even the chief of the Jamat-e-islami in
Pakistan-occupid Kashmir, Mr, Abdur Rashid Turra-
bi, and in Kashmir, Mr. G.M. Bhat, had termed the
issue political.”

The Pakistan Chicf Execurive, Gen Parvez Mushar-
raf, also gave the same account of the nature of
Kashmir problemn. "It is only Mr. Geelani who attri-
butes Kashmir as a religious one. He stands isolated
and if does not get support frero his own party why
bltame Lone,” asked the spokesman adding that the
poisoitous propaganda launched by Mr. Geelani was
regrettable.

He said the leader of the stature of Mr. Geelani
should not raise controversial issues and level un-
founded allegations in public meetings.

one’s party joins issue
with Geelani *

-

!
)

Referring to the sinking support to Mr.\Geelani,
the spokesrnan said if Mr. Geelani couldinor get
re-elected to the prime post why blame Mr. Lone
who had just one vote. The issue would be taken up
in the Hurriyat executive when Mr. Lone, presently
in Deihi, returned to Srinagar, he added.

Mr. Geelani had openly supported the Lashkar-c-
Taiba and sald “they are part and parcel of our
movement and are helping us in fighting repres-
sion.” The Jamat leader said that Parliament should
accept Kashmir as a dispute and then only they
(Hurrivat) would ask the militants to respond to the
ceasefire. In what can be see as a setback to the
peace process, Mr. Geelani also gquestioned the Huy-
riyat’'s proposed visit 1o Pakistan saying there was no
need for that. The Hurriyat has already constituted a
team of five leaders to visit Pakistan in which My,
Geelani is included.

Now when there are indications that the Vajpayee
Government may clear the visit, Mr. Geelani has
sent another signal categorically opposing the visit.
Sources in the Hurriyat said the majority would cer-
tainly prevail in the executive. Bur Mr. Geelani's in-
clusion assumes importance for his acceptance
among the militant groups.

The Hurrivat is already divided on the ceasefire
issue with ane group consisting of the chairman,
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, Mr. Yaseen Malik, Moulvi
Abbas Ansari, Mirwaiz Farooq and Mr. Lone sup-
porting the initiative and Mr, Geelani and Mr Aziz
opposing it.

The Al-Umar Mujahideen chief, Mushtaq Zargar,
who was freed in exchange for the A passengers in
Kandahar in December 1999, has also threatened 1o

take on the Hurriyat leaders supporting the cease-
fire.
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- ,—New ceasef

By Atul Aneja wo A A

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. In seeking to enforce the Kashmjfr
ceasefire for the next three months, the Army has
modified its plans to separate the pan- {slamic jeha-
dis from the local militants and their supporters.

Highly placed sources in the Government here
puint out that a directive for adopting a sterner dis-
pesition towards the foreign militants while holding
oftensive operations against local militants has been
issued. This move s meant to epable the security
forces 1o launch selective operations against groups
such as the Laskhar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mao-
hammad. Restraint will continue ta be exercised vis-
a-vis the local militants and their supporters in the
valley. To facilitate this, the cooperation of the Hur-
rivat Conference leaders in restraining their sup-
porters from carrying weapons may become
necessary.

Seurces pointed out that the continuation of high
profile militancy by the jehadi groups has forced the
Army to consider a more muscular response against
them. (peratons against foreign militants will be
launched on the basis of “hard intelligence.”

The recent outpouring of Kashmiris on the streets
has prodded the security forces to reconsider its tac-
tics towards the local militants and there supporters.
The Army now wants to go the extra mile to mend
civil-military relations.

New confidence-building measures

In order to improve ties with the [ocals, it prapos-
cs to adopt new confidence building measures. For
instance, the security forces will now be required to
adhere to a better standard of human rights practic-
cs, Preventing custodial death has especially be-
come urgent and indispensable.

The Army. in order to enforce its plans, is Inoking
for better coordination with the para-military forces

norms

and the police. It is felt custodial deaths can be
avoided only if the activities of all sections of the
security forces, including the Jammu and Kashmir
police, who detain militants are made transparent
and monitored more strictly.

Greater emphasis on preventing deaths in captiv-
ity is being laid as the killing in custody of Mr. Jalil
Ahmad triggered recent street demonstrations and
subsequent firing in Kashmir, Mr. Ahmad was re-
partedly picked up by the Special Operations Group
of the Jammu and Kashmir police. The emotional
response to the killing, according to one assessment,
can be attributed to the fact that Mr. Ahmad was an
activist of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation From
(JKLF). Unlike the jehadi groups, the JKLF has con-
siderable following in the valley. The firing on the
large crowds further inflamed local Kashmiri pas-
sions. The Army, in its recent internal meetings has
been one of the principle advocates of the ceasefire
extension. For instance, it has pointed out that mil-
itary posture along the Line of Control after the cea-

- sefire is more relaxed. Firing on the volatile Siachen

glacier after the ceasefite initiative is also on hold.
The breather on the horder, in turn, has allowed

the Army 10 regroup Wnd reassess its de-
ployments,

EB pays Rs. 50 cr. o DPC

MUMBAI, FEB. 23. The Maharashira Stare Ulectyicity
Buard today made a part payment of Rs. 50 crores
for its December bill to the Enron-promoted Dabhol
Power Company. The MSEB gave a cheque for Rs. 54
crores, nearly one-third of the Rs. 152-crore Decem-
ber bill, DPC officials said. The toral outstandings for
[ecember and Janpary were Rs. 279 crares (includ-
ing Rs. 127 cr. for Jan.), a spokesman said. — PTI
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Cease Fireq v, "/

There is a message from the Valley and it is time it was paid heed to:
{ashmir is people. It is not a powerplay between India and Pakistan or
vetween the Vajpayee government and the opposition or indeed among
different factions of the BJP It is not about isolating Pakistan in the in-
ternational community or about disproving the so-called two-nation
theory. Certainly strategy is important. But for strategy to make head-
way, we must first admit that we are dealing with flesh and blood people.
And if — as field reports from our special correspondent suggest — it is
true that there is a fresh sense of disquiet among the Kashmiris, we must
ask ourselves why this has happened. Why have they taken to the streets,
when the government is ostensibly doing all it can to further the peace
process? The easiest thing to do would be to spot the hand of the extrem-
ists in the protests which are now rapidly spreading across the Valley.
Without doubt, the terrorists have a huge stake in keeping Kashmir on
the boil, which is why they’ll go to any desperate length to ensure that
the people remain alienated. A sensible government would see this trap
for what it is and win the battle by not allowing the situation to
proceed to a stage where it can be exploited. The militants succeed
in their gameplan each time an innocent civilian falls to the bullets
of the security forces. b} g
Perhaps that is why a major aim of the ceasefire was to Iree the aver-
age Kashmiri citizen from the kind of everyday harassment that made
him/her resent New Delhi. In the first month of the ceasefire, this, in fact,
happened. All indications suggested that the mood in the Valley was
slowly turning in India’s favour. The change in atmosphere might have
held out had the two recent cases of firing not blotted the rccord of the
security forces. Javed Shah, who was killed in the Hiagam firing, was only
13 and, as our report points out, far too innocent to know anything about
the protest march outside his house. This kind of killing is exactly what
ignites public anger. And now thanks to the focus on the firings, a lot
many things of consequence have gone unnoticed, including statistics
that support the Indian government. During the ceasefire, fewer mili-
tants and securitymen were killed. As against this, civilian casualties rose,
which is incontrovertible proof of the anti-people character of the ongo-
ing militancy. Three days ago, militants blew up the towers that send out
power supply to the Valiey, which again hurts the ordinary people the
most. Before this, innocent Sikhs and Bakarwals were killed in militant
strikes. Each of these incidents is confirmation that for the terrorists the
Kashmiri people are merely cannon fodder to be used at will. Fortunate-
ly, the Vajpayee government — as well as all the potitical partics — has
had the sense to extend the ceasefire instead of buying the argument
that cessation of combat operations had produced no tangible
result. The Centre must follow this up with two things. Keep a strict
watch on official human rights violations. Two, launch a massive
information campaign about the nature of the peace process and
the true character of militancy. As we-said before, Kashmir is about
people. But is anyone listening? /
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/ﬁak., PoK invitees

©tan-Occupied  Kashmir

" put India i

By B. Maralidhar Beddy(]/

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 22. A number of
prominent paliticians and intel-
lectuals from Pakistan and Pakis-
{Pok],
who have heen {nvited for a con-
ference in fammu to discuss the
Kashmbr issue in the third week of
March, are prepared to attend it if
the Government of India grasts
thern visas.

The conference pases a dilem-
ma to the Government of Indiath-
at is already grappling with the
question of issue of travel docu-
ments o an All-Party Hurriyat
Conierence delegation. Of course,
in one case it is the issue of pass-
ports and in the other, visas.

The chairman of the Jammu
and- Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF). Mr. Amanuilah Khan, who
is among the invitees to the con-
ference, has forwarded to the or-
ganisers a st of 88 members from
Pakistan and PoX who are willing
1o travel 1o Jamnu. The fact that
his organisation is banned and an
arrest warrant is pending against
him in India has not deterred Mr.
Khan from seeking to 1ake part
take in the conference.

So far none of the invitees from
either Pakistan or Po¥ has ap-
proached the Indian [Hgh Com-
mission  in  Pakighhi  for  the
necessary visadbcuments, “We

a fix

id first like 10 know whether

e Indian Government in princi-
ple would agree to allow us o
travet to Jammau. T have written to
the former Chiel Minister, Mr.
Ghulam Mohammad Shah, who is
erganising the conference, 1o as-
certain the position from New
Dethi. If we get a green signal
from the Indian Government, we
would go ahead seeking visas,”
nr. Khan said,

Being organised hy the former
Chiel Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir and president of J&K
Awami National Conference, Mr.
G.M. Shah, the canference in-
tends to bring together people
from various walks of life from
poth sides of the border.

Mr., Shah has invited all the
prominent politicians and intel-
jectuals from the PoK, Gilgit-Bal-
tistan tknown as northerm areas of
Kashmir adimninistered by Pakis-
tan} and Pakistan.

Titled “in search of peace and
solution™, the conference intends
to provide a platform to peopie
from both sides of Kashmir sub-
scribing to different sdeologles

include
former

-
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“CEASEFIRE TO C

Tl

E FOR THREE MORE MONTHS

Don’t mess with peace,

o 3
q. wa \
By Harish Khare f')
NEW DELHi, FEB. 22, The Centre to-
day formaily announced its deci-
sion to extend the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir by three
more months. The current cease-
fire, which was to have expired on

February 26, now stands extend-
ed till the end of May, 2001,

As per the widely reporred deci-
sion taken vesterday by the Cabi-
net Committee on Security, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, made a statement in
the Lok Sabha, spelling out the
Government’s thinking behjnd
the “peace initiative”. Unfortu-
nately, because of a procedural
stalemate, no statement could be
made in the Rajya Sabha; hence,
the Government was deprived of
its option of offering *‘clarifica-
tions” and elucidations of the
statement made in the Lok Sabha.

In his statement, the Prime
Minister recalled that the Presi-
dent's address 1o the joint sitting
of both the Houses on the open-
ing day of the budget session,
confained ‘the Government's ap-
proach to the whole gquestion of
Jammu and Kashmir”.

Confident tone

The overall tone of Mr., Vaj-
payee's statement was of a confi-
dent Government convinced of its
game-plan. At least, three oper-
ative elements could be clearly
discerned. First, Mr. Vajpayee
told the Lok Sabha that “the Gov-
ernment has decided to pursue
this path (of readiness to have
talks with every group in the State
that abjures violence} by initia-
ting talks with various groups in
Jammu and Kashmir”. According
to officials, this formulation could

P

y mean that sooner than later
the Centre would be “formalis-
ing” some kind of format to “en-
gage those groups and voices
vhich are outside the main-
tream’’.

A necessary corollary of this de-
cision would be to allow the All-
Party Hurrivat Conference dele-
gation visit Pakistan. Though
there was no discussion on this
specific point in yesterday's CCS
meeting, the presumption is that
the APHC’s much-hyped visit
could come about in near future.

Second, the Prime Minister as-
serted that “we will not let this
(peace) process be derailed, dilut-
ed or misused”. Without men-
tioning by name jehadi outfits
such as the Laskhar-e-Taiba or
the Jaish-e-Mchammed, Mr. Vaj-
payee’'s staterment contained a
tough message: “'If you inflict in-
jury on any Indian citizen in the
State of Jammu and Kashmir, or
elsewhere, or commit any act of
victence or terrorism then the se-
curity forces have clear instruc-

tions 1o act decisively and 1o
defeat such intentions.”

Message to militants
Apart from rectifying the appre-

hensions among the security
forces that the ceasefire meant no
level playing field, the Prime Min-
ister's statement is a “‘message
openly delivered” to the mili-

Bhat escapes bid on life

By Qur Special Correspondent

JAMMU. FEB. 22. The chairperson of All-Party Hurrivat Conference,
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, escaped a bid on his life in the north
Kashmir village of Tarzoo, near Sopore. Prof. Bhat was addressing
a public meeting and was about to board his vehicle when people
noticed a grenade fitted to his vehicle, and stopped Prof. Bhat
from boarding. One of his bodyguards, Ashig Hussain, immedi-
ately removed the grenade and handed it over to the police guard
of the local bank, It was not known who was responsible,
When contacted, Prof. Bhat confirmed that there was an at-
tempt on his life but maintained that his death would not kill the
freedom movement, He refused to identify the group or agency
responsible for the act. It is for the first time that a senior Hurriyat

leader has heen publicly targeted.
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‘warns jehadis

tants. This message, according to
officials, is that there would be no
let-up in operations against the
jehadi militants while every effort
would he made to spare the civil-
ian population of any collateral
hardship. [n a way, the statement
merely formalises the situation on
the ground; and, as one official
put it, to the extent that it "ends '
the duplicity”, the statement be-
trays a self-assured approach.

Third, Mr. Vajpayee's state-
ment reiterates the ‘‘bilateral” ‘
format of talks with Pakistan, |
thereby rejecting the APHC s pen- |
chant for a “tripartite” approach
as well as rules out a mediatory
role for any third party. HO%
this does mean a willingn€ss for
simultaneous dialogues — with |
Pakistan and with the APHC, |
though with separate agendas. ¥

§

This point was further under- *
lined by Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Na-
tional Security Adviser and
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. Speaking at a book-re-
lease function at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Mr. Mishra
noted thar “though international
opinion is shifting in favour of In-
dia, {even) in the best of circum-
stances a third party has its own
agenda. The most benevolent
mediator could have his own in-
terests which may not be in line
with our national interests.”

However, the officials concede
that apart from the unpredictabil-
ity of Pakistan's response, there
are many loose ends — political
and operational — that need to be
sorted out before the hope in the
Prime Minister's statement could
gel materialised.

Text of statement: Page
Pak. reaction: Page
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PERSEVERING WITH PEACE ©5v—

IN PERSEVERING WITH the ceasefire in Jammu
and Kashmir, operative since the beginning of
Ramzan (November 27, 2000), the Centre has dis-
played remarkable sagacity and the fact that such
a course has had the approval of national parties
across the political spectrum is highly significant.
Particularly noteworthy is that the Government
has by going in for a three-month-plus extension
straightway — a break from the one-month-at-a-
time mode — sought virtually to delink the sus-
tainability of the unilateral peace initiative from
the negative impact which every act of massacre
or bomb atrack perpetrated by the ‘jehadi’
groups tended to have on the security milieu. The
eatlier practice of review-after-a-month contrib-
uted in its own way to the vulnerability of the
ceasefire to such pressures, resulting in the proc-
ess itself being constantly dogged by uncertainty
and the Government getting needlessly preoccu-
pied with the question whether the cessation of
anti-insurgency combat operations should be
continued or not, Given this context, the latest
extension, which in a sense places the ceasefire
in a longer-term perspective, is clearly a welcome
maove,

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has, in his statement in Parliament an-
noeuncing the Government's decision, projected
a sort of ‘carrot and stick’ line while delineating
his administration’s somewhat nuanced ap-
proach to ceasefire. The peace process, he
stressed, is only for those who “wished to benefit
from it”" and the Government would not let it be
“derailed, diluted or misused”. On the other
hand, those organisations that are out to disrupt
it or commit acts of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir or elsewhere would be countered effec-
tively by the security forces; he has chosen not to
name the outfits, unlike the last occasion (in Ja-
nuary) when he specifically mentioned the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed as the chief
perpetrators of cross-border terrorism and want-
ed them (o be “curbed and controlled” by Pakis-
tan. If the message is that the security forces

!

would hereafter be selective in their adherence to
ceasefire, being proactive in their operations
against the likes of the Laskhar, it is going to be a
difficult proposition from the operational stand-
point. But the point is that most of the killings
and other acts of violence the ‘jehadi’ groups had
carried out over the past three months had to do
not so much with the ceasefire being in operation
as with the lowering of guard by the security per-
sonnel and the inefficiency and slackness of the
intelligence network. Only over time and through
attrition can the ‘jehadi’-linked violence decline
appreciably and there has to be the will to com-
bat those elements and isolgfe them, even 3hile
enlarging the constituencyfor peace in the State.

For all its a%are tpersistence with the cea-
sefire line, the Vajpayge regime has given the un-
mistakable impressionof looking at the move as
no more than a strateg@to ‘expose’ and pin down
Pakistan on the cross-border terrorism front,
with the piecemeal one-maonth extensions com-
ing in a rather mechanical manner. If the ob-
jective is to find a political solution to the vexed
Kashmir problem — as it ought to be and as Is
indeed claimed by the NDA Government — the
ceasefire has necessarily to be part of a broader
and well-crafted package of political and diplo-
matic initiatives. Regrettably, there have been no
discernible signals, so far, of the Centre having
formutated any such clear policy, one that seeks
to coopt the various political and regional in-
terests in its search for an enduring solution to
the multi-dimensional long-festering problem of
the State. The few signals as are available only
point to a lack of direction; a notable example is
the way the Government has handled the issue of
the Hurriyat's offer to visit Pakistan in an effort to
make the ceasefire a two-way street. Unless the
Government comes up with a political initiative
without any further loss of time, it will run the
risk of losing the advantage of a national consen-
sus of the kind in evidence on \}Vednesday.
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Ceasefire: civilians a

| By Shujaat Bukhari “&) -

! JAMmMU, FEB. 22. Much against expectations,
the non-initiation of combat operatiens (NI-
CO}, commonly referred to as ceasefire, hard-
ly bad any impact on the situation in the
State, particularly the Kashmir Valley. Not-
withstanding another extension, that too by
three months, hopes of a political break-
through which could lead to the return of
peace and normality continues to be elusive.

Enthusiasm which had marked the first
ceasefire announcement by the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, in November last, is no
longer to be found. In fact, violence, that too
| against civilians, hoth at the hands of mil-
. itants and security forces, has increased,
leading to further alienation of the masses.

When the Centre decided to suspend
¢ armed operations against the militants, peo-
. ple looked forward to a comprehensive pofiti-

cal process involving players from all the

groups. Peace was the top priority for Kash-

miri commener, but today people feel it is

back to square one. "It is reminiscent of 1990

euphoria when people used to throng the

streets demanding freedom,” commented a
_ university teacher.

The ceasefire was expected to silence the
booming of guns from all sides. But early on,
it was rejected outright by the militants
groups, including the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
fwhich was the first to make the ceasefire of-
fer in July 2000}, the Jaish-e- Mohammad,
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Al-Badr. Their activ-
ities continued unabated. Though the securi-
ty forces implemented NICO during the
month of Ramzan, the situation seemed to be
slipping out of New Delhi’s hands.

The truth statistics tell

The figures (ell their own stery about the
violence against civilians — not at all the mo-

{November 28 and Febkuary 5). Hawever, the
number of militants killed during the period
came down drastically from 389 to 153.
Against the 707 incidents of violence preced-
ing the ceasefire, 746 were reported after that.
The security forces found themselves at the
receiving end, facing 95 deaths as against 54.

The initiation of the peace process clearly
went in favour of the militants, who not only
could hit their targets weil but also had the
time to reorganise and regroup, that too in
Srinagar city and other major towns. Howev-
er, the only dividend which the Government

tive of NICO. From ki;ngs {between Sep-
tember and 19 November 27} it touched 201

NEWS ANALYSIS

can claim is the situation on the borders. It
has remained calm and has certainly given a
respite to those living in these areas.

Haigain and Maisuma

However, what happened in Haigam and
then in Maisuma opened a new chapter in
the 12-year-old militancy. There was not only
a drastic change in the public maood, but the
incidents forced the authorities to impose
curfew for the first time since 1993. With the
Government claiming that local support to
militancy was on the wane and that XKash-
miris would no longer accept foreigners as
their saviours, it was possible only in the cea-
sefire period for 6,000 people to take fo the
streets asking the police to hand over the
bodies of six LeT militants, responsible for
the attack on an airport, for an honcurable
burial.

Then came the moment when people re-
fused to allow two Ministers of the Farocq
Abdullah Government entry into Haigam and
they were forced to take shelter in a nearby

« ‘:U
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t}he receiving ena

building. Penple chanted slogans like ‘Lash-
kar se rishta kiva la llaha Malak’ (Our rela-
tiun with Lashkar is (hat of Allah). The
separatists’ allegation that people were being
killed in custody, in total violation of the cea-
sefire, seems to have pushed the Valley back
to the 1990 situation.

Political critics

Politically, the ceasefire had many critics in
Kashmir, The Chief Minister, r. Faroog Ab-
dullah, opposed the move saying the mili-
tants have not honoured it and the violence
confinues, Among mainstream politicians,
the former Union Home Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayced of the People’s Democratic
Party, and the lone CPIM) MLA in the As-
sembly, Mohammed Yousuf Tarigami,
whole- heartedly supported and welcomed it.
Mr. Sayeed continues to seek a role for the
Hurriyat, impressing upon the Government
to talk with them.

Though the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
welcomed the ceasefire, they are sceptical
about the latest extension. For them the road
seems closed since the Government has re-
mained undecided abous their visit to Pakis-
tan. “Either the Hurriyat would have been
exposed (if they [ailed in their mission), or by
convincing the jehadis (in Pakistan) they
would have contributed something to the
process,” said a political analyst.

Senior Hurrivat leader and JKLF president,
Mr. Yaseen Malik, believes there is no cease-
fire at the ground level. “The extension does
not deserve any appreciation as the custodial
killings, search operations and other killings
go on,"” he told The Hirdu. The Democratic
Freedom Party chief, Mr. Shabir Shah. feels
unless the initiative is accompanied by some
practical measures it may not have the desir-
ed result. Mr. Tarigami has hailed it, but has
urged Mr. Vajpayee to add palitical inputs.



Talks rider to all-party truce

Call to rein 1rf‘r .
Sangh hawks

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Feb. 21: Parties cut
across the political divide today to
endorse the ceasefire extension in
Jammu and Kashmir but asked
the Centre to act tough with mili-
tants from across the border.

The all-party meeting also felt
that extending the truce was not
an end in itself but a means to a so-
lution which could bring “ever-
lasting peace” to the embattied
state.

Many parties, including the
CPM, the RJD and the National
Conference, said the Centre
should also use the opportunity
to begin talks with the state’s po-
litical establishment, especially
the National Conference, which
was the first to raise the autonomy
demand.

“The ceasefire is a confidence-
building measure and needs to be
stabilised,” National Conference
MP Ghulam Ahmed Shah told re-
porfers after the meeting. “But
once that is done, the dialogue
process has to start, because that
is the only way out.”

The Centre tried to whitewash
the post-ceasefire violence by
pointing out that the “positive”
spin-offs of the step were not per-
colating down to the people and
more “effective” measures had to

be taken to propagate them.

Oppusition sources said the In-
telligence Bureau’s briefings, sup-
ported by facts and figures, made
out a case for the extension by ar-
guing that voices of dissent even
among the militants were few and
far between. Also, India’s image
bhefore the world's diplomatic
community was enhanced and
closer home, there was “active”
civilian support.

Vajpayee assured the meeting
that the views of every leader
would be taken into account be-
fore a decision was taken. Home
minister L.K. Advani — who BJP
sources had earlier said was in
favour of ending the ceasefire —
was conciliatory, going along with
the general view thai the step was
a means to seeking permanent
peace.

Observers believe that in get-
ting the political spectrum on his
side, despite the occasional discor-
dant notes, Vajpavee has for the
moment reined in the hawks with-
in the Sangh parivar, including
those in his own party.

In faet, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi's remark — “They
sought our endorsement and we
gave it”" — summed up the
Centre's intent in convening the
sassion.

RJD parliamentary party
leader Raghuvansh Prasad Singh

Two shopkeepers sit outside their dry firuit store without cusiomers and electricity in Kashmir, (AFP)

challenged the Prime Minister to
“temper” the Sangh parivar
hawks who, he said, were in-
dulging in “dangerous talk”.
“They keep talking of trifur-
cating Jammu and Kashmir on
communal lines and this danger-
ous talk has confused the people. I
told the Prime Minister to dispel
the confusion that has arisen and,
instead, use a strategy that will
take the state government and the
peace-loving people into confi-

dence,” Raghuvansh said. He also
alluded to the army's apology for
killing civilians and described it
as a “clear sign of things going
wrong”. CPM veteran Semnath
Chatterjee stressed that the ques-
tion of granting more “permissi-
ble uutonomy” to the state and Ar-
ticle 370 needed looking into.

The NDA allies, who had in-
sisted on a meeting after the gov-
ernment’s exposition on the cease-
fire to the Congress over a weak

ago, were apparently satisfied by
the version presented to them.
“Results are now satisfactory
and there is need to consclidate
the gains. But the government sh-
ould be more cautious,” Telugu
Desam leader Yerran Naidu was
quoted by NDA sources as saying,
It was an observation that indicat-
ed that Vajpayee had managed to
quell criticism among his aliies, of
which the Desay%fs in the fore-

front

o-ahead

Special
force chief
shifted

FROMMUKHTAR AHMAD

Srinagar, Feb. 21: The state gov-
ernment has shifted the deputy
police superintendent heading
the special operations group in
Budgam, central Kashmir, follow-
ing the recent public outcry
against alleged custodial deaths
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Informed sources said Davin-
der Singh was transferred back to
his original rank and posted as in-
spector, state intelligence, on
Monday.

Last week in Hygam, north
Kashmir, six civilians died in the
army firing on protesters agitat-
ing against the alleged custodial
killing of a local pharmacist.

Sources said the government
was also planning to shift some
more officers from the 80G in the
wake of large-scale demonstra-
tion across the Valley.

The move to shift Singh fol-
lowed allegations of custodial
killings against the S0G in
Budgam during the unilateral
ceasefire, which the Centre dec1d
ed to extend today.

However, Hurrivat chairman
Abdul Gani Bhat scoffed at the
truce extension, saying that “the
killing of innocents in firing and
custodial deaths are continuing”.

A report from Khanetar in
Poonch district said eight mili-
tants were Killed in an encounter
with secyrity forces today. /
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The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI The government
has decided to extend the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir beyond
February 26, official sources said.
The decision was taken at a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) chaired by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
Wednesday.

The ceasefire has been extended
for a specific period which is not
less than a month, the sources said.
without giving further details The
PM will make a statement on the
ceasefire extension in both Houses
of parliament on Thursday after
question hour, home minister LK.
Advani told mediapersons after
the CCS meeting.

The decision came hours after
Mr Vajpayee received the endorse-
ment he had wanted for extending
the unilateral J&K ceasefire at an
all-party meeting which he con-
vened.

The two-and-a-half-hour-fong
meeting, attended by 24 parties,
paved the way for the Cabinet
Committee on Security, which met
in the evening, to extend the cease-
fire. An announcement to this
effect is likely to be made in par-
liament on Friday.

But for the government. it was
y———

. holds fire

v AT

peace m

NA 9

not a cakewalk. Some NDA part-
ners and opposition parties alike
rammined home a few truths. They
emphasised that unless the cease-
fire was accompanied by a reduc-
tion in violence—there has been
an escalation in the number of
civilan deaths in the last few
months after the ceasefire—with a
renewed crackdown on the mili-
1ants, the beginning of a dialogue
with Pakistan, and the search for a
permanent solution, it would all be
meaningless. Otherwise, as the
Trinamul  Copgress’  Sudip
Bandopadhyay pointed out, i1t
would be perceived as “a compro-
mise with militancy™.

Opposition sources said that
although no party had opposed
the ceasefire, the tone of the meet-
ing was that the government
would have to carry the responsi-
bility for its own decisions as well
as the fallout. The Shiv Sena’s
Anand Rac Adsul pointed out,
“The government should not tol-
erate the killings.” Leader of the
Opposition Senia Gandhi, in a
terse statement after the meeting,
said, “We were briefed by the gov-
ernment on the impact of the
ceasefire which, they say, has been
positive. They asked for an
endorsement and we gave il.”

cks

aves in J&K

Where death still

calls the shots

By Aunochita Mojumdar
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: If's a day after the
curfew has been lifted. The family of
Javed Shah Nath sits in a darkened
room, mourning. Their neighhours
are here to console them. No one
from the government—upeither an
official nor a politician—has visited
them to express grief for the loss of
life of an innocent 13-year-old.

In fact, the family’s attempt to
mourn the death was met with
arrests and tear-gassing. Adding to
their anger is the fact that those
arrested had to pay Rs 300 as
bribes to secure their release.

Rs 300 seems fo be the going
rate for the release of all those
arrested in the spontaneous
protests that erupfed in the Valley
over the killings of civilians at the
hands of the security forces at
Haigam on February 15 and in
Maisuma on February 16.

Javed Shah was not even a pro-
tester. A ‘simple’ boy is how the
family and the neighbours describe
the teenager who dropped out-6f
school early because of rain
injury due to a fall,

me THES OF NEY.



Decks cleared for

J&K truce

i)

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 21

DECKS WERE today cleared for
extanding the reasefire in Kash-
mir beyond February 26 after the
government won approval of its
allies and the Opposition for its
initiative. An'all-party meeting
chaired by the Prime Minister
reached the consensus that "the
ceasefire is not an end itself bur
means for finding a permanent
solution for durable peace.”

An announcement on exten-
sion of the ceasefire is to be
made in Parliament tomorrow
after the Gahinet Commitiee on
Security takes a formal decision
to this effect. Opposition teaders
Sonia Gandhi, Somnath Chatter-
jee and Mulayam Singh Yadav
5aid they favoureq extension of
the ceasefire even though they
felt that the government needed
to do more to bring a lasting solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem.

P2

SOLDIER AMGNG 9 KILLED

EfGHT SUSPECTED foreign meree-
naries and an armyfjawan were
killed and & junior dommissioned
officer injured in an encounter in
Dhoom-Soom forests in Poonch
district on Tuesday. Army launched
4 search operation after a patrol
party sighted a graup of eight
ulfras moving in the forests.

PTI, Jantnu

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Pramod Mahajan said leaders
of 25 parties agreed with the
Government's assessment that
the ceasefire should be seen as a
beginning of the initiative and
not an end in itself. The truce
needed to be backed up by talks
with the "people of Jammu and
Kashmir" and measures to
improve their economic welfare,
Mahajan said. They asked the
government to take firm steps

extension
— O

against foreign mercenaries i
curb the killing of civilians,
which increased during the last
three months of the ceasefire.
Mahajan said the leaders did
not discuss the question of per-
mitting the Hurrivat leaders to
travel to Pakistan. Home Minis-
ter L K Advanti said: "the govern-
ment's view that talks should be
held with all cohcerned and not
just one group.” He listed the gov-
ernment's assessment of the sit-
uatipn after a 35-minute presen-
tation by the Intelligence. "The
people of the State are happy,
1ndia is enjoyving good interna-
tional opinion and PaXistan
stands isolated. On the minus
side, the violence in the State has
increased. Terrorists Thave
stepped up attacks and the num-
ber of civilian deaths has shol
rp. He sought to "ecorrect” the
impression that the action by the

army against the militants had -
suffered on account of the t{y./
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NDA ALLIES TO BE TAKEN INTO CONFIDENCE

Ceasefire de

}
By Harish Khare [’K D

NEW DELHI, FEB. 20. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has summoned the Cabinet Com-
mittee pn Security (CCS) ta meet
ramorrow 1o take a view on the
next step in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Government has to iake
two decisions — whether or not 1o
extend the ceaselire and whether
1o give travel documents to the
Hurrivat delegation to visit Pakis-
Lan.

The C.CS was scheduled to meet
last Sunday but had to be deferred
because the Prime Minister and
other senlor ministerial col-
leagues gor delayed on account of

an all-party Lonsult tigri on the

Gujarat earthquake.
Advani scepiical

However, the postponemment of
the Sunday meeting led to consid-
erable speculation on whether the
Vajpayee Government was divid-
ed on the advisability of extend-
ing the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Both the Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani, and the Defence
Minister, Mr. Geonrge Fernandes,
are reported to be less than en-
thusiastic about anocther exten-
sion, but it is learnt that both have
been told that there could be a
politicat cost if they chose to op-
pose the extension.

ision likel

Nonet'éél\é;:;sk,ﬁﬁr Prime Minis-

ter has taken the extra precaution
of mobilising opinion behind his
ceasefire strategy within the Na-
tional Demaocratic Alliance. The
NDA partners have been called to
mee! tomarrow around noon, vs-
tensibly {or a briefing on the sit-
uation in Jammu and Kashmir.
The NDA partners would be given
the same detailed briefing as was
given to the principal Opposition
party, Congress, about 10 days
ago, including classified informa-
tion on the simation “on the
ground”, the Government's
thinking, the intelligence agen-
cies’ assessment and the mili-
tants’ game-plan.

Though almost all the NDA al-

y today

lies have been publicly support-
ing the Prime Minister's peace .
initiacive, they have in private !
complained of being left in the
dark about the Government's
thinking. On the other hand, the :
BIP has been almost asking for .
termination of the unilateral cea- -
sefire.

indications are that the CCS
could also 1ake a decision on let-
ting the 1Turrivat delegation travel .
to Pakistan. Almest all the ‘Kash-
mir hands' in the Governmentare -
agreed that it would be pointless
to extend the ceaseflire, and yet
deny the Hurrivat defegation their
desire 1o visit Pakistan. These ‘ex-
perts’ alse believe it would be fu-
tile to try tu determine the
camposition of the delegation by

Kashmir policy

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, FEB. 20. There is a marked change Tn the
Congress’ stand on the Vajpayee Government’s
handling of the situation in Kashmir. For the first
time since the ceasefire initialive, the Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, today criticised the
Government on the issue. "Utter confusion pre-
vails, and the Governmeént is unclear about its own
policy,” she told a Congress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) general body meeting here.

Ms. Gandhi’s remarks come at a time when the
Government is to teke a decision on extension of the
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir. Though the Con-
gress supportedrihe last two ceasefire extensions, it
has of late beéen showing signs of restiveness. Ms.

onfusing:

Gandhi described the ceasefire as a “military tactic
and not a political or diplomatic strategy”.

She also criticised the functioning of Ministries
which were more concerned with “finding fault
with each other than combating cross-border ter-
rorism”. She pointedly referred to the killing of
Sikhs in the Kashmir Valley, and the growing dis-
satisfaction in the State, and said "it is high time
that J&K had a policy”.

Ms. Gandhi refuted the charge that it was the
Congress which had bound the country to the WTQ
agreement as a result of which it was now suffering.
There were inhiiit safeguards in the agreement and
the fault lay with the NDA Government for not tak-
ing advantage of it.

denying passport o this or that
executive moemhber,

Last week. the Hurrivat execu-
tive publicly declared that the
purpose of a visit 1o Pakislan
would be to try and make the uni-
lateral ceasclire a bilateral one.
After this declaration, it makes no
difference whether Sved Ali Shah
Geelani is allowed to go as part of
the deiegation.

In any case, the CCS should, the
experts fecl speak with sufficient
clarity so as to put an end to the
gathering impression ol vacilla-
tion and divisions with the Vaj-
payee

Government on  ih
stralegy in Kashmir, This islarfit-
ing at the ground level



2 J&K cops killed
in militant/attack”

HT Correspondent
Srinagar,, February 18

»
W

ent at Shaheed Ganj. Suthra Shahi
';u\z:nd Batamaloo, Miasummia. the

v \seehe of Friday's shootout, in

MILITANTS TODAY targeted an
indo-Tibetan  Border  Police
{ITBP) camp at Bemina on the
outskins of ‘mﬁar and a pobice
party in Sopore, killing two police-
n and injuring eight.

ccording to repores. half-a-
ren Tifle grenades were fired on
ITBP formation in the Berina
varter at 11.30 am. Police sources
safd that three of the grenades
exploded inside the camp, killing
one and injuring five. Condition of
wo of the mjured personpel was
stated to be critical.

Jaishwe-Mohammad  claimed
responsibility for the artack on the
security formation,

Milivants also

hich une youth was killed, wax
still recling under curfew for the
fourth  consecutive  day  on
Monday,

Lucal residents attempted to
defy the curfew and came out on
the streets, However, police and
pavamilitary forees, deployed in
the arca, swiftly acted and fired
Iear smoke shells.

The police also arrested a growp
of 3060 mourners at Residency
Road, whao, after offering Tateh® al
the grave of the youth killed in the
Friday's shootoul, were retuming
to the locality,

The mourners were lodged in

Kothi Bagh police station and lrer

y Teleased.

ambushed a il o I Stone  throw-
NN F2aid o | pead iz on the
Amargarh noar USUNENUTIRINRA ARSI (0lico and
Sopore in north Kashmir and  paramilitary  forces was  also

killed a head constable, besides

ijuring two policemen. The police -

PARY, A0COmMpanying two detenucs,
was oh its way to Srinagar from
Handwara.

Ove of the detenues was also
hurt in the attack., The injured
g;ﬁice personnel and the detenwe

ve been admitted to hospitals in
Srinagar and S0 .

Meanwhile, the State Capital
continued to be rocked under
demonstration, stone pelting and
brick-batting,

Undectared curfew was imposed
in some pockets under Shaheod
Ganj and Batamaloo police sta-
tions. when protestors taraed vios

reported from Koker Bazar, Lal
Chowk, Court Road. Dal Gate,
Nowpora,  Somwar,  Khanyay,
Nowshehra,  Rajouri  Kadal,
Chatabal and several other locali-
ties of the old eity,

The local authirities had to bri
Court Road. Koker Bazar and La
Chowk under curfew to keep the
situation under control,

Agiared  youwrhs  also  pelted
stopes ot plying  vehicles in
Barzullah, Rambagh
Hyderpora. ]

eports from Haigam, the scene
of Thursdax's  army shootout,
which killed four persons, said 0
was limping back t wormaley.

and
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Army’s shadow over K decision

M Generals warn oflrise in mﬂltratuon I Prezraps Pak for r proxy war in House address 2 Pak planes

* the National Committee

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEB 19
i

HE Cabinet

Committee  on

Security (CCS) is
likely to meet on
Wednesday to take a de-
cision on the extension of
ceasefire by another
month despite reserva-

tions expre: by the
Army and iMtelligence
agencies.

“The CCS may ex-
tend the ceasefire by an-
other month and alsoput
some rider,” a senior

Cabinet Minjster said.
The ‘rider’ comes in the
wake of intelligence
agencies and the Army
expressing reservations
on certain issues pertain-
ing to the extension.

The CCS was to take
place on Sunday but be-
cause of extended discus-
sions at the meeting of

on Disaster Manage-
ment, headed by the
Prime Minister, the meet-

the night.
Highly placed sources said the
rider could be in the form of a pre-

condition for having discussions .

with separatist groups or an appeal
10 step up the pace of the peace
process.

The sources said the Army ex-
pressed reservations in view of the
fact the number of foreign merce-
naries in the Valley has increased
sharply and they are moving about

_ freely. Because of the continuing

ceasefire, the Army was finding it

[ mE—

difficult to take action against
these mercenaries, who have
stepped up their activities.

While Prime Minister Vaj-
payee himseff admitted that the
ceasefire has not brought the de-
sired results, it is- likely that the
truce period will be extended to
pursue the process initiated by Vaj-
payee on the eve of Ramzan in No-
vember.

President K R Narayanan in
his address to Parliament this

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A policeman fires teargas at protesters in Srinagar defying the curfew to participate in the post-funeral ceremony of Javid
ing was cancelled late in Ahmad Nath who was killed during a demonstration on Friday — P77

4 security personne!

SRIRAGAR: FOUR security personnel were killed and eight injured when
militants attacked an Indo-Tibetan Border Police camp and ambushed a po-
lice vehicle in the Kashmir Valley today, an official spokesman here said, Mili-
tants ambushed a Kupwara-bound police gypsy carrying two detenues on po-
lice remand at Amargarh in Sopore area of Baramulia, killing three cops and-
wounding two others including a detenue, Baramu!la Superintendent of Po- .
lice, Abdul Qayoom Manhas, told T One ITBP constable Rali Ram was
kitled and five others injured when militants fired four rifle grenades at their
camp in Bemina here, official sources said. Elsewhere in the Valley, militants
shot dead a policeman attachad to the CID in Pattan area of Baramulla and a
surrendered militant working with the Forest Department in Kupwara district,

NIAAN EXPN.M;K

cross LoC, hit
by ground fire

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEB 19

TWO Pakistani military recon-
naissance aircraft today crossed
the Line of Control (LoC) in the
Chhamb sector of Jammu and
Kashmir and one of them was
“hit” when Indian troops “en-
gaged” them, Defence sources here
said.

“Two small fixed wing Pak-
istani army reconnaissance air-
craft violated Indian airspace in |
the Chhamb sector at 1415 hours
and were engaged by our own ;
ground troops and forced to re- |
turn,” the Army headquarters here
said,

One of the two planes, said to |
be air observation piston-engined |
aircraft ‘Mushaq’, was “hit” and a
search was launched to determine |
whether the aircraft bad crashed |
within Indian territory, the sources
said. :
“A protest is being lodged with
Pakistan for this airspace viola-
tion,” the headquarters said. f

This is the first known Indian
airspace violation by a Pakistani
military aircraft in over a year. In-
dian air force jets had shot down a
Pakistani navy reconnaissance air-
craft Atlanfique in the Kutch sec. -
tor of Gujarat shortly after the
1999 Kargil conflict. The entire 16~ ;
member crew was killed.

‘Mushaq’ is a twin-seater low-
flying air observation plane also -
used by Pakistan to direct artillery
fire.



Fear and the democratic state

he attack on Subash Ghising

and the shooting in Kashmir

of civilians by security forces

in Sopore and then in Srina-

gar are really two aspects of a
sasic element in our society — to which
sery few have admitted. This is the al-
nost necessary use of fear as a part of
‘he democratic process. We have elec-
-4ons to various bodies, we have a vigi-
ant press — and now equally vigilant
levision news units, we have a sternly
independent judiciary and a greater pex-
seption of the strength of publicopinion
among people in general. But, in real
terms, these mean little.

Democracy and the functioning of
society is what happens in the streets, in
the mohallas and villages. That is where
it is fear that governs all action, not par-
ticipation in any democratic process. Fo-
litical parties which loudly proclaim
their dedication to democracy, the lead-
ers of which bray at public meetings
that they are servants of the people,
translate at street level into mobs of
thugs and ruffians who use murder,
maiming and plain thrashing as a
means of enforcing their commitment
to democracy.

Trade unions are no different; any
worker who argues with the leadership
is either savagely beaten or, if he per-
sists with his arguing, is killed. The Six-
ties and Seventies of the last century
gsaw this form of democracy used
against men who were working as man-
agers or supervisors. The infamous Sub-
odh Banerjee, who did more to subvert
democracy than any other politician of
his time, sanctified that instrument of
torture called the gherao as ademocratic
means of expressing the people’s will,
and if anyone died as a result — as
some did — then it was the just anger of
the people against the corrupt lackeys of
capitalism which had manifested itself.

left to consoclidate its hold on vari-
ous groups of employees. To be
sure, there were among them some
fiercely dedicated and committed com-
rades, but these comrades never scru-
pled to use fear to further their objec-
tives. When the United Front govern-
ment came to power, they soon realized
that fear was not their monopoly. The
Cotigress mobilized its “youth” groups
- gangs of toughs who used fear just as
ruthlessly as the leftist gangs did. And
then, of course, came the Naxalite move-
ment, when fear became the sole instru-
ment, when democracy and its institu-
tions were contemptuonsly cast aside
for the slogan that Mao Zedong had
coined: “Power grows out of the barrel
of agun.”
Rut fear is no one’s monopoly; nor is

Fear was the instrument used by the
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the violence used to instil it. The Nax-
alite movement was finally broken by
that very means. Many tales and legends
have emerged from it, when murder was
transformed into love for the mother-
land, smoothly drawing a veil over the

On a slightly lower level, but one that
is no less contemptible, is the use of fear
by goons of the Shiv Sena and the
Rashtriva Swavamsevak Sangh on
Valentine's Day. The occasion was silly
enough, but it drew more attention be-

fact that those killed by the Naxalites
were almost always poor constables,
minor officials and landowners who
were only a little better than the toiling
peasants for whom the Naxalites killed
and maimed. )

And it is this fear which is being used
in Kashmir and the Northeast; always in
the name of something which would ap-
pear to absolve it of the horror thatac-
crues to murder, especially of people
who were ignorant of the reasons why
they were killed. Fear makes for confor-
mity, for control. Control means power.
Thev want power:. It’s really as simple as
that.

If, as is said, most of the people in the
Darjeeling region had faith in Subash
Ghising, then the one sure way to
counter it is to use fear, because nothing
else will work. If people gather in an
angry group because they feei aman has
been wrongly killed by security forces in
Sopore, then again the easy way is to use
fear. And what more effective way to in-
stil fear than by murder?

‘ The attack on Ghising
and the shooting in
Kashmir of civilians by
security forces are two
aspects of a basic element
in our society ,

cause of the efforts made by members of
these groups to stop its observance. (In
fact this whole business is fishy; Valen-
tine’s Day is so clearly a publicity gim-
mick brought by some private television
chanmnels that one wouldn'’t be at all sur-
prised if the whole ridiculous business
of attacking restaurants and tearing
down banners had actually been stage-
managed. A good PR company could
have done it.)

“Hate is an auiomatic response to
fear,” Graham Greene wrote, “for fear
humiliates.” So we have found, to our

cost, Fear has led to hatred, hatred to
more viclence and destruction, to more
slaughter. Midnapore in West Bengal
and the accursed districts of Bihar
are terrible examples of what fear can
lead to. If a mature society is where
there is no fear, and, by definition. noha-
tred, then we certainly have a long Jong
way to go to achieve anything likg that

ity
maturity. <1' S

ne cannot help thinking of the
OUnited States predidential elec-

tion: if what happeried in Florida
had happened here, there would have
heen bloody riots, hundreds dead, many
more maimed or injured, shops looted
and burnt. and general chaos would
have engulfed the couniry It may well be
that American society has faults of an-
other kind — insularity, prejudices, in-
difference to everything beyond their
immediate world and much more. But
underlying it all, there does seem tohe a
general acceptance that fear plays little
part in determining what people in
general wani. Perhaps the PR people got
in before the fearmongers did, who
knows?

There are other societies where fear
has been replaced by active commitment
and participation. Japan, most Euro-
pean countries, and even tiny Mauritius.
Elsewhere fear rules; openly as in
Africa, or in other less evident but no
less dangerous ways in countries like
Tndia, China, and in most of Latin Amer-
ica. Control through fear has always
been a temptation to politicians, as in
this country; but that fear casts a dark
shadow which follows the politician
around. Hence the security cordons, the
pilot and escort cars and screaming
sirens and commandos. They are, hope-
fully, beginning to realize that to control
through fear inevitably means to live in
fear of its corollary, hatred, spilling over
into murderous forms.

The choice before one is, neverthe-
less, not easy assuming, of course, that
there is a choice. But if ohe could choose
what would it be? A society free from
fear, and consequently of hatred in its
endemic form, which would lead alinost
inevitably to complacency, to an absence
of questioning, to a gradual soporific
state where all that would matter would
be buying goodies in the malls around
one and watching TV? Or a society
steeped in fear, and consequent hatred,
but a conseguence of which is height-
ened perception. an awareness of differ-
ent aspects of society manifesting itself
in a live, dynamic press, of anxious
grassroots inquiry into the basics which
build society?

he poet Rabindranath Tagore

I spoke of a siate where the minc

would be without fear, and that

seetns to be an ideal that is worth striv

ing for. But would that ideal state, coulc

that ideal state, fiave a Rabindranatt
Tagore?




HE UNILATERAL ceaskfire de-
clared by the Prime Minjster last
December is the most) signifi-
cant initiative taken singe 1996
restoring peace in Jammu and Kash-
mir. It constitutes a long-delayed re-
sponse to the Kashmiri people’s longing
for freedom from viclence and a step to-
wards preventing their further alienation
and paving the way for a dialogue with
them. The initiative has been widely ap-
preciated internationally and has evoked
positive response from Pakistan. The
cessation of shelling on the border has
no doubt given a fillip to the peace proc-
ess, apart from reducing loss of life and
property. Pakistan has seen in the initia-
tive an oppertunity to engage India in a
dialogue which could enhance the cred-
ibility of the military Government, and,
more importantly, push India towards
discussing Kashmir which in its percep-
tion is the core issue between the coun-
tries. The Pakistani move may also he
regarded as a response to pressure from
its creditors to take steps on the ground
to facilitate the resumption of dialogue
with India.

The initiative has been well synchro-
nised with a parallel move behind the
scenes, to hold talks with Hurriyat lead-
ers and assign them a special role in the
peace process. The announcement of
the ceasefire was followed by a decision
to let a group of Hurriyat leaders visit
Pakistan as a part of the process. The
ceasefire initiative has, no doubt, certain
broader objectives behind it, like bring-
ing peace and winning over the Kash-
miris. But there seems to be no
gameplan to pursue these objectives to
the logical end. The initiative appears 1o
be essentially a tactical move to gain dip-
lomatic advantage and to bring on Pakis-
tan further pressure to clamp down on
the terrorists operating from its soil. Se
long as the acquisition of Kashmir re-
mains the objective of Pakistan, it can-
not be expected to give up striking where
india is most vulnerable, Even if General
Pervez Musharraf has the will and the
capacity to dismantle the terrorist

By Muchkund Dubey

The climate created by the ceaseﬁre miist be used to start Vakistan's objective in Kashmir. There
a broad-based dialogue with the Kashmiri people. The
only way for the dialogue to succeed is grant of
maximum autonomy to J&K.

.

camps, it will be politically impossible
for him to do so. Foreign Governments
of course can mount additional pres-
sure, but they cannot be expected to
force Pakistan to act as they have other
interests in that country.

If the idea behind sending the Hurri-
yat leaders to Pakistan is predicated on
the belief that they would be able to per-
suade the extremists outfits there to join
the ceasefire, then it is a grave miscalcu-
lation. For, the Hurrivat is basically a
pro-Pakistan outfit, supported by and
working in close liaison with Pakistan.
Even though some of the individual
leaders may entertain different views,
the Hurriyat as a group should be ex-
pected to play the Pakistani game. Thart
is why Pakistan regards the Hurriyat's
role as crucial to advancing its interest
through this exercise. Pakistan takes the
Hurriyat's parallel talks with it and India
as a means of imparting it a tripartite
character. Besides, Pakistan would like
to use the Hurrivat leaders’ visit, which
would be a major media event, to project
its own line on Kashmir — i.e. depicting
it as a struggle [or self- determination
and highlighting violation of human
rights by Indian security forces. The vis-
iting Hurriyat leaders can be expected to
indulge in this well-rehearsed litany
without effort or provocation. That is
why Pakistan regards the visit as the next
indispensable step towards commenc-
ing a dialogue with India. Is the delay in
issuing passports to some of the Hurriyat
leaders because of the subsequent real-
isation that the visit would be used for
the above purposes. If that is indeed so,
then it has come somewhat too late, as it
has damaged our image abroad.

If the objective behind the ceasefire is
only tactical, then the entire process
would spon come to a dead-end, leaving

a trail of frustration all around and with
the omineous prospect of intensified vio-
lence and terror. This must be avoided
by imparting a long term perspective to
the initiative. This can be done by com-
mencing a dialogue with Pakistan and a
separate ane with the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. What should be the ga-
meplans for these dialogues?

Wwith Pakistan, we should try to re-
sume the composite dialogue envisaged
in the Lahore process with the objective
of normalising bilateral relations, in-
cluding the resolution of the Kashmir is-
sue. If Pakistan insists on a dialogue
confined to Kashmir, then India will be
fully justified in its insistence on Pakis-
tan taking effective measures for con-
trolling cross-border terrorism as a
condition for the dialogue. In the pre-
sent circumstances, a solution to the
Kashmir issue acceptable to both the
countries appears highly uniikely; just as
no Government of India can concede
Kashmir to Pakistan, no Pakistan Gov-
ernment can accept a solution based on
converting the Line of Control inte an
international boundary. The status guo
is the maximum that the Government of
india can concede. On the other hand,
the entire effort of Pakistan over the past
few decades has been precisely (©
change the status quo.

Some people in india believe that Pa-
kistan will now accept the status guo be-
cause its economy is on the verge of
bankruptcy and its social fabric under
the threat of being torn asunder by reli-
gious fundamentalist forces. However,
the vast majority of the people of Pakis-
tan, even while being aware of the prob-
tems besetting their country, do not see
the situation in this light. They do not
see a link between their grave economic
and social situation and the pursuit of

-, Looking beyond the ceasefire

are, of course, long lerm costs of contin-
ued hostility against [ndia. But these
costs do not weigh significantly in peo-
ple’s calculations. A military regime pre-
nccupied with the problem of its survival
can be even less expected to be able to
calculate such costs. Besides, one should
not underestimate the capacity of a rich-
Iy endowed — hoth in human and nat-
ural resources terms — middle-size
country such as Pakistan to survive on
the margin for a long time and even re-
sume growth and prosperity. The Pakis-
tani state is in deep crisis but the
Pakistanis do not see its imminent col-
lapse. Given the country's crucial geo-
strategic position, major powers will do
their best to ensure that it does not go
under. And even if Pakistan collapses, it
need not sacrifice s organising princi-
ple. And muking Kashmir a part of it is
intimately linked to the organising prin-
cipie of the Pakistani state.

The only way to make Pakistan stop
cross-border terrorisim and accept what
India regards as a realistic solution to the
Kashmir problem is to bring about a
change in its perception that India is los-
ing fast in Kashmir and that Pakistan can
carry an its praxy war without impunity.
This chahge can be brought about only
by winning over the Kashmiri people to
India's side. The climate created by the
ceasefire, therefore, must bhe used to
start a broad-based dialogue with the
Kashmiri people. The only for the dia-
legue is grant of maximum autonomy to
Jammu and Kashmir.

Even a setrlement based on the Line of
Control would leave intact the demand
of the Kashmiri people for autonomy. It
will he difficult 1o persuade even the
most well-meaning Hurriyar leaders to
join the political process and participate
in elections until they are in a position to
deliver a substantial measure of autonoe-
my to the people. It is unrealistic t
imagine that the Kashmiri people will al-
low the immenge sacrifices they have
made during-the last len vears ta go in
vain.




. ‘PAK. FAILED TO HECIPROCATE OUR SINCERITY'{_~

Gowt. ready for talks WIth g

any group in J&K: President

v 0 wol 7
y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 19. The President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, today reaffitmed the Vajpavee Gov-
ernment’s commitment to start a dialogue with
various dissatisfied groups in Jammu and Kash-
mir. "' reiterate the Government's readiness to
have talks with every group in the State that
abjures violence,” he said in his customary ad-
dress 1o the joint sitting of the two Houses of
Parliament, commencing the Budget session.

Spelling out the Governmend's thinking be-
hind the "boid initiative” in declaring ““a uni-
lateral non-initiation of combat operations”,
the President said the step was “warmly wel-
comed by the people of Jammu and Kashmir,
who are longing for an end to militancy and
violence in their beautiful $tate.”

Repeating the Govermmment's known formu-
lations, the President told the parliamentarians
that Pakistan had failed to reciprocate “India’s
sincerity” and that [slamabad seemed w have
done nothing to put an end to “cross-border
terrorism and vicious anti-India propaganda,
ariginating from Pakistani soil”.

Apart from these expressions of reasonable
policy coherence, the presidential address was
a remarkable exercise in rhetoric. Wrinten in
classic committee prose, it merely catalogued
“achievements” of the 200 or so deparbments
of the Government of India. 1t was neither in-
spired nor inspiring; instead, it reflected the
blandness that has come to characterise the
coalition Government,

More than what the President was made to
say by the Vajpavee government, what was
curious was what Mr. Narayanan was asked
not to say. Compared to his address on Febru-
ary 23, 2000, this time the President was not
made to mount a defence or justification of
the “constitution review” panel. There was
not event a mention of the constitution review
exercise; and this probably reflected the Vaj-
payee establishment's respecl for the Presi-
dent's sensibilities in this matter, which he
had voiced so eloguently in his Republic Day
message this vear.

Nor did the address contain any laudatory
reference to the relief efforts mounted by the
RSS/VHP combine in Gujarat following the
earthquake. There were earlier hints that the
Government wanted to use the occasian lo
pat these saffron organisations on the back. It
was suggested that it was the opposition from
Ms. Mamata Banerjec, Trinamool Congress
leader and Railway Minister, that had put paid
to such ideas. Interestingly enough, the Presi-
dent said, “the Government is uncompromis-

The President, Mr. K. R, Narayanan, the

Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr. G. M. C. Balayogi,

and the Prime Mlmster, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, proceeding towards the Central Hall
of Patliament, on the first day of the Budget session, in New Delhi an Monday.
—-- Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

ing in {5 commitment to secularisin.” What
was more, without naming either the Bajrang
Dal or the VHP, he heid out a clear warning to
“communal and extremist organisations’.
Mr. Narayanan wamed that “the law will take
its course unsparingly and impartially against
those who seek to create trouble”. This, it was
suggested, was directed al the Shiv Sena
(which wreaked violence on St. Valentine's
Day) as well as against those saffron hotheads
wanting to rake up the Ram temple issue.

Predictably, the speech began with the dev-
astation caused by the January 26 earthquake,
and exiended the nation’s sympathy and sup-
port to the State in the hour of tragedy. Mr.
Narayanan indicated the Centre’s desire to set
up “‘a permanent National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, with suitable statulory au-
tharities in States.”

Women’s bill

The President also soughl to impress upon
the political parties "to arrive at a consensus
and pass’ the women's reservation bill. For the
first time, he indicated the Government's
thinking on the politically sensitive matter of
family planning. "It is necessary to gvolve, in
concert with the States, a set of incentives and
disincentives. This should be enforced in a

non-coercive manner with the cooperation of
social, cultural, and religious institutions.”

With the Finance Minister due 1o unveil his
Budget by the month-end, the President was
understandably shar an specifics about the ec-
onomic policy and long on platitudes. Predict-
ably, he noted that there was a “growing
national consensus’ on the agenda of reforms
but added that this needed “to he broadened
and strengthened, guided alwavs by the criteria
of whether or not specific policy changes pro-
maote the interests of the country and the com-
mon man.”

Mr. Narayvanan offered the feeblest of de-
fences of the Government's policy disinvest-
ment in the public sectar, commended the new
telecom poalicy, talked of the need to protect
our farmers against unfair global competition”,
and called for support to the power scctor re-
forms which could entail a difficult wansition
“but will ultimately be rewarding for all”.

On foreign policy, he spoke of “our 1ime-
tested friendship with Russia’ and approvingly
mentioned that “we continue to engage with
the administration ot the U.S. President, Mr,
George W. Bush, to foster a sironger and mu-
tually beneficial bilatcral relationship.”
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4 LOSS OF POLITICAL MOMENTUM .y WV

THE INSENSITIVITY SHOWN by the security
forces in handling the protest demonstrations in
the wake of a suspected ‘custedial death’ in Hai-
gam —— palpabie in the way the army men opened
fire killing in all seven civilians in Haigam and
Maisuma — has seriously vitiated the atmo-
sphere in Jammu and Kashmir in the context of
the ‘peace initiative’, from the Government of
India's standpoint This and the widespread pub-
lic unrest the incidents have understandably pro-
voked, warranting imposition of curfew, have
apparently prompted the Centre to put off by a
few days its decision on the continuation (or ter-
mination) of the twice-cxtended ceasefire, due to
end on February 26. That the military establish-
ment, known for its penchant to stoutly deny any
suggestion of ‘excesses’, should have admirtted
that fire, in both cases, was indeed opened by its
men, as distinguished irom the police personnel,
however represents a positive attitudinal change
vis-a-vis enforcement agencies’ accountability.
Yet it is apparent that the groundswell of puhlic
protest was what forced the Dr. Faroog Abdullah
regime to institute a judicial probe by a sitting
High Court judge into the Haigam episode; the
proposed enguiry should cover not just the ‘fir-
ing' part but the incident that triggered the pro-
- test demonstrations and also establish whether
the victim-shopowner was indeed a militant and
whether he was killed while in custody or in an
‘operation’, as claimed by the Army.

If the rationale of the ceasefire is rooted in
suing for peace in the traumatised State, it only
stands to reason that the security forces should
display restraint, discipline and transparency of a
much higher order than in normal situations.
Surely, the Haigam and Maisuma episodes,
which arguably involve gross violation of human
rights, do little credit to them in this regard.
Though not exactly comparable, these have a
qualitative commenality with the post-Charti-
singhpora,massacre (by ‘jehadi’ militant groups)
responsg/of the security forces, characterised as it
was by/a brazen defiance of the rule of law; some

innocent civilians were branded ‘terrorists’, held
responsible tor the killings, gunned down in an
‘encounter’ and buried in a hurry. It is common
knowledge that the repression unleashed by the
security personnel in the name of counter-in-
surgency operations was an important cause for
the perceived alienation of the people from the
administration. Tt follows therefore that the secu-
rity forces as also the police, especially its special
operations wing, should mend their ways and
adhere strictly to the rule of law, if the people’s
sense of alienation is to be reversed. This is par-
ticularly imperative at the present juncrure,
when the stated aim of the Government of India
is to enlarge the constituency for peace in the
Valley and to expose the foreign-backed pan-Is-
lamic 'jehadi’ groups as inveterate saboteurs with
no stakes in peace ghd, above all, to isolate them
from the local pegple. .

The corfective lies, evidently, in the realm of
sensitising tNe security and police personnel to
the basic hurkan rights and the requirements of
rule of law. At gnother level, there is an unassail-
able case for the creation of a credible, independ-
ent monitoring agency at least for the duration of
the ceasefire, to begin with, and it should not be
difficult to identify and secure the services of per-
sons of high integrity and eminence for such a
mission. The benefits flowing from such an ar-
rangement are manifold. First, the very existence
of the watchdog mechanism will make for greater
restraint and discipline in the functioning of the
security forces. Second, and no less important, is
that the diabolical acts perpetrated by the terror-
ist elements, especially massacres of innocent
people, would, in stark contrast, stand con-
demned for their outrageous assault on human
rights, While the task of restoring peace is by
itself challenging, there has been no movement
at ail in the search for a political settlement. The
Centre will have tgrimove purposefully on the po-
liticai front, epgaging all groups including the
Hurriyat.
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Army a

FROMMUKHTAR AHMAD

Srinagar, Feb. 13: The army
today admitted that an officer had
ordered “controlled firing in air”
at Hygam on Thursday, ending
days of finger-pointing between
the police and the military,

Both the Jammu and Kashmir
police and the army had accused
each other of opening fire on the
villagers, protesting against
the alleged custodial killing of a
local pharmacist. Five civilians,
including two women, had died
and 18 others injured in the inci-
dent.

“The convoy commander exer-
cised his right to protect a mili-
tary operational convoy, and in
exercising his right to self de-
fence, he ordered five of his men to
open controlied fire in the air and
move on quickly to the destina-
tion,” army commander Lt Gen.
J.R. Mukherjee told reporters in
the fortified corps headquarters at
Badami Bagh.

“Immediately on reaching his
destination, the convoy comman-
der reported the entire incident to
his superiors,” he added.

Giving details of Thursday's
incident, Mukherjee said an army
and another security force convoy
were held up when a crowd
blocked the Srinagar-Baramulila
highway, demanding the body of
Jaleel Ahmad Shah. “Shah was a
mllltant of the Harkatul Jeha i Is-

operation on Thursda,
The convoy

Mukherjee s immediately

asked for help to clear the high-
way. Police and additional troops
arrived and tried to pacify the
crowd. [nitially, they were suc-
cessful as the protesters moved off’
the road and the convoy was
asked to proceed.

“As the convoy started mov-
ing, the crowd turned violent and
started pelting stones and karngris
{fire pots) at the convay. There are
reports of some elements firing at
the convoy,” the army comman-
der said.

The army has ordered “a de-
tailed inquiry into this unfortu-
nate incident”, Mukherjee added.
The death of a t4-year-old boy in
firing by troops at Maisuma is
also under investigation, he said.

But the sparks generated by
the incident refused to die down.
Nearly 25,000 people — one of the
biggest gatherings in the state in
recent years — joined Shah’s Fate-
ha {(prayers after death) ceremony
at Hygam today.

Anticipating trouble, the gov-
ernment had put the senior All-
Party Hurriyat Conference lead-
ers under house arrest. But Shia
leader and Hurriyat executive
member Moulvi Abbas Ansari
managed to reach Hygam and led
the prayers.

Addressing the mammoth
gathering, the Moulvi said that
“innocent civilians have been tar-
geted” during the ceasefire. “Your
only fault was that you were ask-
ing them to hand over the body of
Jaleel Ahmed Shah, killed by
them in custody. Instead of hand-
ing over the body. they showered

dmits
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firing in somersault

A jawan takes rest while his cﬂlleague guards adeserted street in Srinagar. (AFP)

you with bullets. Is this the cease-
fire?” Ansari asked, saying that
only a ceasefire was no solution to
the problem. “The government
should take other steps to resolve

this dispute,” he added.

Sopore police chief Showkat
Malik personally supervised the
security arrangements. Senior
district police and civil officials
were also present in the village,

Earlier, the deputy home min-

ister and works minister were
heckled by the angry crowd. They
were booed and greeted with
shouls of “Killers go back”. Police
officials had to escort the minis-
ters out of the village.

Crippling curfew

A strike and curfew crippled nor-
mal life for the third day in Srina-
gar, which remained tense with
protesters clashing with the po-

lice throughout the day in various
parts of the city, Two persons
were injured when police opened
fire to disperse demonstrators at
Bagiyas.

Police sources said trouble
started when a mob, raising anti-
India slogans, hurled stones at the
police at Bagiyas this afternoon.

A baton charge failed to dis-
perse the protesters, who began to
pelt stones. The police then

YME TELEGRAP..
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opened fire, seripusly injuring
two youths, identified as Bilal
Ahmed and Riyaz Ahmad. Rein-
forcements were rushed in as
womeh began pouring out on the
streets.

Despite patrolling by paramili-
tary and police personnel, protest-
ors threw stones at the security-
men, forcing the police to fire tear-

gas shells and resort to batg
charge in several areas.




ACCS metmg to exteitﬂ ceasef ire called off

‘Self-defence behind
Army shooting

QOur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 FEBRUARY

CRUCIAL meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), which was

0o decide upon extension of the
three-month-old ceasefire in

Jammu and Kashmir, was called | §i=

off on Sunday evening at the : P

eleventh hour,
An official spokesman said

the meeting had 1o be cancelled i
doe to “extended deliberations” |
in the maiden meeting of the all- :

party National Disaster
Management Committee chaired
by Prime Minister A B Vajpayee

on Sunday afternoon. No fresh i

date has been announced as yet.

The CCS meeting was origi-
nally slated for 4.30 pm but was ;

postponed to 8.30 pm before i
tinally being cancelled.
Since the meeting will be i

held after the opening of the i
Budget session, the issue of :
ceasefire and its extension is |}

likely to be brought up by th

Opposition parties in Parliament.~¥

With militant attacks and @ T¥ :
i FOR THE ourth consecutive day Kashmir remained paralysed —
i partly under curfew, mostly on protest strike — over the Hygam and
: Maisuma killings.

As the curfew-defying mobhs remamed busy in pitched battles with :
i the police, over 30,000 people thronged the Hygam village, 37 km ;
i north of Srinagar, where four civilians were killed by the army on |
{ Thursday. :
_ Authorities have kept All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) :
i leaders — Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Prof Abdul Gani Bhat —
; house arrest preventing their participation in the Hygam congrega- :
{ the twin incidents resulied in
Mohammed Yasin Malik, who had arrived from Delhi, was arrest- :
i tion in Kaghmir.

civilian killings in the Valley on |
the rise after the ceasefire, the :

latest being the massacre of six

Sikhs in Srinagar, political par- ;
ties have been describing the i

ceasefire as counter-productive.
The ceasefire was last

extended on January 24 despite |

major reservations from a sec-
tion in the government.

The section, on the basis of i
inputs that the militant groups ;
were regrouping themselves and :
replenishing their ammunition, :
had warned the Centre against :
continuing the cessation of oper- :
ations by the security forces. The :
CCS, chaired by Vajpayee and :
comprising home minister LK. :
Advani, defence minister George :
Fernandes, external affairs min-

ister Jaswant extended the cease-
fire till February 26.

UNEASY CALM: Para-mlht,ary forces rest in a deserted street
in Srinagar on Sunday. — AFP

- Hygam, Maisuma bring

Vallej a standstill

n U\

Masood Hussain

SHAINAGAR 18 FEBRUARY

tion.

ed at the airport. However, police failed to stop senior Hurriyat lead-

: er Maulvi Abbas Hussain Ansari and separatist activist Naeem
¢ Ahmad Khan from making it to the village. Shabir Ahmad Shah has :
been in police lock-up since Saturday when he was arrested while :
i Army, he said, has also ordered

Reports reaching from Baramulla said people in hundreds of :
buses reached the Hygam village from Sopore, Baramulla, Paftan and ;
i recalled here, is ex-officio advis-

leading a demonstration defying curfew restrictions.

scores of hamlets in between.

: Amid fierce sloganeering, they refused to return when troops :
i from 22-Rashtriva Rifles at Ambarpora and Sangrama used mild !
i lathi-charge to disperse them.

T.c Economic

under i

Masood Hussain
SRINAGAR 18 FEBRUARY

ADMITTING THAT the army
had opened fire at Hygam and
Maisuma, Commander  of

i Srinagar-based 15-Corps, Lt Gen
i JR. Mukherjee on Sunday said:

“The action was in self defence.”
Six civilians, all protesters, were
killed in the twin incidents and
20 injured.

In the Hypam case, the sta-

i tion house officer of Sopore

. police station has .personally
lodged an FIR against 29-
Rashtriya Rifles. And in the
i Maisuma killing, the police

! arrested a military intelligence
i (MI) officer along with two others
i after they fired on the mob and
i killed a boy.

Addressing a hurriedly
arranged news conference at the
Corps headquarters, Lt Gen

i Mukherjee said a military intelli-

gence official fired with a pistol
at Maisuma while an Army offi-
cer had asked his five men to

¢ gpen con- trolled fire in the air at

Hygam to clear the road blocked
by the villagers.
Gen Mukherjee admitted that

widespread violence and agita-

Though chief minister
Faroogq Abdullah has
announced a judicial probe, the

a detailed inquiry into the inci-
dents. Gen Mukheriee, it may be

er (security) 1o the chief minis-
ter, who heads the Unified

i Headequarters.

BLIND TO THE TRUTH: A
masked Muslim bov holds a
stone during a demonstration
in Srinagar on Sunday. — AP

“] must express my sincere
condolences and regrets over
these deaths to the bereaved fam-
ilies and to the people of
Kashmir,” Lt Gen Mukherjee
said.

“Omn our part, [ give vou my

solemn word that those of my |
men who are blameworthy will

be brought to books and be dealt
with according to law,” he said
adding the investigations will be
impartial and completed at the
earliest.

Accepting that the killings
gave some set back to the ongoing
peace process initiated by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
he said strict instructions were

given to army that such inci
should not occur again, /

T::f?i?;’
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Protests engulf Valléy

By Shujaat Bukhari l/lg A

JAMMU, FEB. 17. Massive demon-
straiions against the killing of six
. civilians ar Haigam and one in

Maisuma have enguifed the entire
Kashmir Valley with people taking
to the streets, This, and the Hurri-
vat Conference-sponsored gener-
al strike, threw normal life out of
gear for the second straight day.

Over 40 people, mostly police-
men, were injured in pitched bat-
tles in different parts ol Kashimir.
Around 40,000 people converged
ar Haigam and demanded severe
punishment to the culprits. Even
as curfew continued in Majsuma,
Kothibagh and Rambagh areas for
the second day, people thronged
the streets raising slogans against
the sccurity forces.

Srinagar was under a haze with
police persannel bursting hun-
dreds of teargas shells in cvery ar-
ca and prolesiers setting iyres
ablaze. Though police resorted to
fiving in the air at several places,

the snuat%ll % stared to be out of
control. Most towns observed a
spontaneous sitike and proces-
sions were reported even from
small villages.

Reports from Baramulla said,
despite restrictions, over 40,000
people gathered in Haigam Lo
share the grief of the families

Cabinet to decide on ceasefire
\ extension: Page 8

whose members were allegedly
gunned down by Rashtriya Rifles
personnel.

The former APHC chairperson
and Jamat-e-Islami leader, Syed
Al Shah Geelani, who returned to
Srinagar from Delhi, also visited
the village and spoke against the
Government, the ceasefire and
the security forces. Mr. Geelani
managed to give the slip to police
even as orders for his arrest had
been issued by the [GP, Kashmir,
Dr. Ashok Bhan.

1mothcr group of people pro-
tested against the Government in
Pathanpora near Pattan, where
Prince Khan. brother of a senior
scparatist leader, Mr. Nayeem
Khan, was gunned down by un-
known assailants on Friday.

In Kaka Sarai, downtown Srina-
par, somc unknown - assailants
fired at 1wa civilians,
juring them. (P11 i
youths as Farooq
and Riyaz Ahmad.) While police
maintained thpt the identity of
the assailants fras vet to be ascer-
tained. locals said that Abdur
Rashid Parray. a selection grade
constable working with the 80G,
Badgam, opened fire.

Shabir Shah arrested

Senior separatist leader and the
chief of Democratic Freedom Par-
ty, Mr. Shabir Shah, was arrested
along with six supporters when he
tried to take out a procession in
the curtfew- bound  Badshah
Chowk area.

mad Gujad
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_ ceasefire.

. Vajpayee, here to attend the

Ceaseflre in J&K hasn't

held, Iamé

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE T
woveacres 7 \6) L

S TUNNED by the stepped

up violence in the Kash-
mir valley, the Cabinet
Commitiee on Security will
meet tomorrow in New Delhi to
take a collective decision on
whether or not to extend the

Prime Minister Atal Behari

naval fleet review, told media-
persons “since the deadline ex-
pires on February 26, a special
meeting of the Cabinet Com-
miftee on Security has been
convened in New Delhi tomor-
row. A collective decision will
be taken taking into considera-
tion the law and order situation
in the valley, the prime minister
said,

Refuting reports appearing
in a section of the media that he
was in favour of further extend-
ing the ceasefire, Vajpayee as-
serted that militancy and cease-
fire cannot go hand in hand in

A patfor OF Govt

Mumbai: PRIME Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee foday showered
praise on the Congress-led Deme-
cratic Front government for its ‘out-
standing contribution’{o refief and
rehabilitation wotk in Gujarat after
the quake devastation. “The peopte
and the government of Maharash-

1 fra were among the first to respond.
All sections of the cosmopolitan
City participated spontaneously to

S Vajpayee

the valley. “We declared cease-
fire on the eve of the Ramzan
festival with a view to provide
much needed respite to the peo-
ple of the valley, but there has
been no response from the mili-
tants to our appeal as violence
has only gone up. The result of
the ceasefire has not been as ex-
pected,” Vajpayee remarked.

Vajpayee said with the decla-
ration of ceasefire, Pakistan
should have built up pressure
on militant organisations so that
they refrained from killing inno-
cent persons. Unfortunately this
did not happen. “Prima facie,
we feel that Pakisian has failed
in its task to contain the mili-
tants, We stil} feel that Pakistan
can take a lead in that direction
and create an atmosphere that
is conducive for talks for restor-
ing peace,” he said.

Vajpayee reminded that he
himseif had taken the initiativ
by undertaking the historic La-

/Ceasefire in J&K hasn’t held q/

s, Vajpiyee said, since a judi-
jal probe has been ordered into
he incident, his government

hoped that they don't migrate to
other states. “These were unfortu-

., nate ipcidents, We hope they don't
act in haste,” he remarked.

NDIAN EXPRESS

mobilise relief,” Vajpayee said. hore bus visit.
DETAILS ON PAGE 2 On the killing of innog nt
CONTINUED ON P 2

SN
On the contentious Enron pry- |

ject, Vajpayee said since his gov-

ernment had recejved a commuri- |
cation from the Maharashira =
Chief Minister, his government |

was examining it, “We will taje a
decision soon,” he added.

'q;.
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A

ndia must not endorse any proposal to sort out the Kashmir issue that may

- Aerritorial

HERE IS a devcloping unease i political

circles that the Government may be buck-

ing a course of action in respect of Jammu

and Kashmir that may seriously prejudice
the country's interests and, in particular, have an
impact on its defence autonomy.

For close to a year, official moves have tended to
place a premium un interfucing with organisations
and individuals on both sides of the divide in
Kashmir — jehadis mostly — whose stated aim is to
effect a second Partition of the subcontinent, this
time in Jammu and Kashmir. Traditional entities
participating in thc country’s established political
processes in Kashmir have naturally felt left out as
a consequence. Since Pakistan’s past — and the
past of its relations with India — have a closc bear-
ing on the context in Kashmir, the current effusion
in diplomatic as well as back-channel traffic in
respect of India and Pakistan needs to be weighed
in the light of experience.

Despairing of a ‘solution’ emerging from the bat-
tlefield, in recent years Pakistan has embarked on
‘a war of a thousand cuts’ — (o use the cxpressive
formulation coined by Islamabad’s military estab-
lishment and its coharts — in order to bieed this
country into surrendering Kashmir through sos-
tained low-intensity contlict. The Indian response
has been one of “a thousand dressings’, as a senior
official once privately put it.

However bumbling this may have appeared to be,
it was adequate enough in its own humble way. It
obliged all the macho men at the helm in Pakistan,
General Zia-ul-Haq downward, to seck dialogue
and face-saving accommodation with this country
even as they abetted terrorist jefiad against it

In the main, this was because the Pakistani State
had itself begun to suffer grievously from ‘aggres-
sion fatigue’. Thus, instead of making India pay an
unacgeptably high price for retaining Kashmir
{(which came about through happy configuration
history, cultural linkages and tic attempt 1o
weave the political thread of democracy), in course
of time Islamabad itself came (o feel the heat of
trying to keep New Delhi on the run.

Pakistan’s dilemma was, indeed,, acute. On the

C}’Z@ "\ %\}/

By ANAND K. SAHAY

one hand. a State founded on 4 purely communal
basis found il impossible not (o push for Muslim
Kashmit’s integration with itsclf. This meant disre-
garding the historical terms of Partition, namely,
that only territories of British India. and not of the
Princely Stales such as Jammu and Kashmir, were
to be divided on the sectarian religious principle.
But, equally, it was impossibie for this urge to reach
fruition, given Pakistan’s long-term  ¢conomic,
social and political crises which even today threat-
en to unravel its fundamental organising principles.

General Pervez Musharraf inherits Pakistan’s

frightening dilemmas in as great & measure as any

of his recent predecessors did.
Indeed, be may be worse off than
them in some respects; although, to
be fair, this situation is not all of his
own making. By now Pakistan’s polit-
ical institutions took comatosc. [is
cconomy literally breathes (rom day
to duy, and gasps for foreign aid.

Much of is civil society has plunged
mto medieval chaos, thanks (o the
pervasive jehadi stranglchold on the
system. Modernising influences have
long had their day, and the impeltus
of democracy has all but run aground. Even thc
Pakistan army, that pride of institutions, has had its
vitals caten into by an over-cxposure to politics,
and through the sustained dict of the ‘holy warrior’
ideology. _

Not to put too fine a point on it, Pakistan is sitting
on a tinder-box. At the best of times, i has found
itself unable or unwilling to honour Kashmir or
border (ceascfire line/LoC)-related agreements
made wilh India. The record speaks for itself. Just
look at the events leading up to the 1965 fighting,
the Simla Pact, the Lahore Agreement. and the
Kargil intrusion — not to mention the breaching
in 1947 of the Standstill Agreement made with
Muharaja Hari Singh.

WE HINDU
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In the circumstances, how realistic s it 1o cxpecl
that today’s Pakistan is any better placed to ohserve
agreements that may be made following the dia-
loguc that it so loudly seeks?

Pakistan’s reason for not adhering to commit-
nients is quite simply this — it would not counte-
nance anything less than the detaching of Kashmir
from India, whatever may be the Valley’s subse-
quent fate. Given this background, there can be Jit-
tlc assurance that General Musharraf, presiding
over an especially messy sityation, can make a
Steady interlocutor, even if his intentions are

deemed 1o be peaceabte.

In the circumstances, it is nothing if
not extraordinary that the Iadian
Government should have invested so
much in the relationship with Pakistan
— via direct or indireet talks with the
multifarious  mujahideen groups and
through the agency of US-based per-
sonalities of Pakistan or Kashmir ori-
gin. 1 is also noteworthy that the con-
tacts were cstablished when the
embers of Kargil had barely died
down, and were kept up even as the
Government officially dectared right
through this period that dislogue with Pakistan

cannol commence unfess cross-border terrorism
was ended.

What is more, whenever the unofficial interaction
— which cannot oceur without official sanction —
seemed to be at risk of floundering on account of
stepped-up terrorist viotence and killings. it was
sought to be boosted by appropriate pronounce-
ments from the top. This turned out Lo be the case
with Prime Minister Vajpayec’s Musings wherein he
promised to mecl the Pakistani dictator anywhere.
any time, if jehadi terror ceased.

This once again revived hopes of official dialogue
being opened, possibly in the not too distant future,
The pattern so far is clearly indicative of an incx.

— -t e——

lead to another Partition

tussles

plicable anxiety on India’s part that the momentum
of back-channel contacts not be lost, The recent
Massacre of the Sikhs in the Valley appears to have
done fittle to stem this sentiment. When trans-
parency is a casualty, it is difficuit to fathom the
Government’s objectives.

But whatever its aims in dealing with terrorist
groups and their political representatives — or
indeed Pakistan officially — it needs 10 be clearly
understood that the fulcrum of these exchanges is
the Pakistani belief that if there is any giving to be
done, it must be done by India (though this is not
openly asserted), The cxchanges wouid automati-
cally collapse if India were to make it internation-
ally clear that it docs not plan to part with any more
territory than it already has in 1947-48, signified by
the establishing of Pakistan-occupicd Kashmir.

The alternative of accepting the LoC as the inter-
national boundary wus adumbrated at Simla, though
neither side is as yet in a position to openly canvass
the idea. But Kargil has decisively shown that this is
not a solution palatable to Pakistan, Ordinarily, {for
India, then, this should have been a moment to mark
time or to be developing practicable negotiating
positions without fanfare, rather than engage in
advertising dialoguc-oriented gestures,

Internally, within Jammu and Kashmir, India can
casily hoild its own as the incredible support for the
panchayat elections recently showed. But despite
this hugely favourablc factor working in its favour,
the political class is decply worricd that the
Government has given in to entcrtaining some
astounding ideas on the back-channel networks,

‘Fhese are said to inctude variants of the so-called
‘Chenab solution’. Onc of these visualises the com-
bining of all Muslim-majority areas of Jammu and
Kashmir on the Indian side, including the Shia-
dominated Kargil district, with Pakistan’s northern
areas {the old Gilgit Agency), and setting up this
entity as un independent state with soft borders
with both India and Pakistan. Whatever the dirce-
tion of the back-channelwork, the Government

owes il to the country to disclaim endorsoment of
any proposals to sort out the Kas issue that
may involve another Partition. rd
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Protests again

By Shujaat Bukhari H Pl

JAMMU, FEB. 16. Tension meunted
across Kashmir and people took to
the streets in a number of areas
today protesting the killing of five
civilians including three women in
Haigam near Sopore on Thursday.
One persen was killed and many
were injured when police apened
fire in Maisuma area in Srinagar 1o
disperse demonstrators this morn-
ing. Curfew was clamped in many
parts of Srinagar after the situation
went out of control.

From early morning slogan-
shouting demonstrators started
marching towards Lal Chowk.
They pelted stones when the pa-
lice resorted to a lathicharge and
lobbed teargas shells. Pitched bat-
tles continued between police and
the protesters throughout the day.

The situation took an ugly turn
when an Army officer riding a civil-
ian vehicle fired at the procession,
in which one person was killed and
several others were injured. The
authorities clamped curfew in ar-
eas under the Kothibagh and Mai-
suma pelice stations which was
extended to other arcas later.

But the curfew was defied in
Maisuma where another proces-
sion was taken out for burving the
body of a youth in Dalgate area. In
the Jamia Masjid area people took
out a procession after pravers and
engaged police and para-military
forces in pitched battles.

Police said they were yet to as-
certain who opened fire on the
procession at Miasuma, A senior

A buming tyre thrown atop a police platform in the Lal Chowk

“Haigam killings

L

area in Srinagar on Friday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

officer said the situation was tense
but under control. The Director-
General of Police, Mr. AK, Suri,
has rushed to Srinagar. It is learnt

police has taken four army officials

into custody.

Reports from Baramulla and
Pattan said thousands of people
came out on the streets to protest
Thursday's killings.

As another injured person suc-

cumbed to his injuries taking the
toll to six in yesterday’s firing ten-
sion again erupted at Haigam and
adjoining areas. In Baramulla over
3,000 people took out a procession
led by the members of the Bar As-
sociation. Its leader, Sheikh Mo-
hammad Ashraf, accused the
Government of adopting double

standards in handling the inci-
dents in Kashmir. /m
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/ Failure in Kashmir

| THERE ARE two purposes behind the unilateral ceasefire
'which is being observed by the security forces in Kashmir.
One is to expose with greater clarity the real perpetrators of |
violence in the Valley. The other is to provide a feeling of |
reassurance to the local inhabitants by doing away with intim-
idatory tactics even though they are sometimes necessaty in
a situation as volatile as in the state. Any restraint which the
security forces may observe during this period (and even
afterwards) should relate not only to the suspension of
cordon-and-search operations, which can be deemed proveca-
tive by the locals, but also to any interaction with cpdwds,
even aggressive ones. (“\,\
The latest incident near Sopore where four pexcjo\pﬂe re killed
in firing, however, shows that the kind of restrained attitude
which should be displayed by the security forces at a time like
this when the Government is engaged in a delicate exercise is
still a rarity rather than the norm. For a start, it isn’t even clear
exactly what happened on the fateful day. While the police
have registered an FIR against the Rashtriva Rifles, an
Inspector-General of Police has held the army responsible for
the firing. The army, on its part, has denjed its involvement and
has blamed the police. It is futile to say that a judicial probe,
which has been instituted, will reveal the truth. What is mor
relevant is to point out that such investigations in the past haye
done little to introduce an element of moderation into
conduct of the uniformed personnel.
It is a failure which has been noticed not only in Kaskatir but
virtually all over the country. Whenever those entrusted with
the task of maintaining law and order face a crowd, théir first |
nstinct is seemingly to fire, which should be the very last resort.
But crowd control without firing does not appear to be some-
thing which is taught in the training schools for the police and
the security forces. Yet, where the situation is as tense as in
Kashmir, it is imperative that a greater emphasis is placed on
this aspect if only because the unnecessary loss of lives in such
incidents cajeopardise the peace process, apart from giving a
}the country. It cannot be gainsaid that the need t

civilians with tact and circumspection is all the greattr
whes'they Are mourning a death, as in Haigam village.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB, 16. A senior Hurri-
vat leader and famma and Kash-
mir  Liberation  Front  (JKLE]
chairman, Mr. Yaseen Malik, has
accused the State Chief Mindster,
Dr. Farong Abdullah, of derailing
the ceasefire.

r. Abdullah is not inteyested
in geaceful resolution of Kashinir
pebblem. Me appears hell bent
on derailing the peace proc-
s, Mr. Malik said.

The firing by security forces in
Haigam-Sopore in Baramudla dis-
trict yesterday in which four pet-
sons were killed, showed clearly
that the ceasefire was not being
implemented on the ground in
fetter and spirit. ""The behaviour
of security forces indicates that
Detence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, has no control over
them,” he said, alieging that se-
nior cofleagues of the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
were not interested in continua-
tion of the ceasefire.

The Hurrivat Conference was
interested in creating a peaceful
atmesphere. ““That is why, we
wattt to visit Pakistan, We want to
make the unilateral ceasefive a
trudy multilateral one in which al)
sides participate, Hurrivat has
disclosed its agenda, it is for the
Indian Government now to take a

{Férooq dergjling peace proce

decision,”” he to}d rdpdrters here
taday.

Taking note of the Rrime Minis-
ter’s statement that He would go
off the beaten track to solve the
Kashmir problem, Mr. Malik al-
leged that the security forces, on
the other hand, were indulging in
excesses  upon  civilans  and
peacetul protestors. "Why is this
hiappening? Was unifaieral cease-
fire a posture before the worid
conununity? I appeal to the peo-
ple to raise their voice in suppart
of Kashmiris who are suffering in
silence,”” he said.

Asked if he would describe the
ceascfire as a “failure”, Mr. Malik
said it had held good during Ram-
zaan but over the past 25 days it

3,000 more SPOs for J&K

had enly “on paper” On whethes
he would support another exten-
sion of the ceasetire, he suid if Ms.

Vajpayee sincerely believed in it |
then the forces on the ground |

should be told te maintain its
sanctity and not indulge n “wan-
ton killings.”

Mr. Malik alleged that the nmum-

ber of custodial killings had gone

up to 23 during December-mid-
Febyuary. Jalil Abinad Shah. killed
in custedy in Haigam. Sopore.
wis secretary of the Baramula
district unit of {KLL

“Barely two weeks ago, he had
donated blood for the carthquake
victits of Gujarat. But it was iron-
ical that he had to go in this way,”
he said.

By Our Special Correspandent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 16. The UUnion Home Ministry has decided to enhance
the number of Special Police Officers (SP0s) in lammu and
Kashmir by 3,000. The number of SPOs in the State would go up
to 21,000 for whom the State Government would be entitled to
reimbursement under the Security Related Expenditure (SRE}.

The additional SPOs would work with the security forces and
with the volunteers of the Village Defence Committees (VDCs) in
tackling militancy and providing protection to minority pockets as

well as to the national highway.

The Centre reimburses Rs. 20,000 a VDC annually to the State
Government under the SRE. The amount covers monthly
honorarium, training, and arms and ammunition.
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Peace offensive

turns 1nto 4
mercy missiong\

FROMK.P.NAYAR

Washington, Feb. 15: An early
attempt by the new Washington
establishment to meddle in Kash-
mir has now been transformed
into a mercy mission for Gujarat
as a result of the earthquake there
which has brought in unprece-
dented relief from the US.

A four-member delegation of
US Congressmen which left for
Mumbal today at the instance of
House of Representatives Speaker
Dennis Hastert was to have origi-
nally looked at attempts to make
peace between India and Pakistan
and resolve the Kashmir issue.

The Congressional delegation
(CODEL)will stilt spend 10 days in
India and Pakistan — including
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
— bt the focus of the Indian leg of
its tour has undergone a complete
change following the Gujarat
earthquake.

Until the time of its departure
for India, New Delhi had not
cleared the delegation’s visit to
Jammu and Kashmir although
the Pakistanis are welcoming the
team to PoK with open arms.

Jim McDermott, Democratic
Congressman from Washington
state and the new co-chairman of
the Congressional Caucus on
India, told reporters on the eve of
the team’s departure; “Certainly
at the core of my interest in going
on this trip is somehow to get this
Kashmir problem resolved.”

He added: “T think like in the
Middte East, it drains people’s ef-
forts, it drains money, it drains a
lot of national effort in something
that I hope will someday soon be
resolved.” McDermoti acknowl-
edged that “we know we are not
going there with an answer. We
are not sure we even know what
the answer is. But we wanted to at
least see how we could in some
way be helpful, because I think it
is in both India and Pakistan’s in-
terest to settle the Kashiir issue.”

But under the itinerary for the
team prompted by the earth-

gquake, it is now heading for Mum-
bai and thereafter to Ahmedabad
and Bhuj instead of going straight
te New Delhi or Srinagar for high-
profilc mectings with the players
on Kashmir,

Ed Roycee, the Republican ¢o-
chairman of the Indian Caucus,
told reporters that “in India, our
focus will be on the earthquake”.

All the four Congressmen ac-
knowledged that America’s help
so far has been meagre and want-
ed more assistance to be provided
during the reconstruction phase
of the affected areas.

Royce will not go with the dele-
gation to Pakistan and PoK, but he
denied that he was succumbing to
pressure from Indian Americans
in his home state of California,
who had donated big sums for his
election fund.

Royce said he had prior en-
gagements in California, for
which he had to return, but the
ethnic media here is replete with
stories that Roycee is hoycotting
the Pakistan leg of the tour.

Notwithstanding the CODEL’s
preoccupation with Gujarat, offi-
cials and ministers will walk the
tightrope when it arrives in New
Delhinext Tuesday.

This is because one of the
team's members, David Bonior,
chief whip for the Democrats in
the House of Representatives, is
an ardent supporter of Pakistan.

Bonior, who acknowledged his
links with Pakistani Americansat
yvesterday's press conference, said
he was going with an open mind
and wanted to see the Indian side
of the Kashmir dispute,

Bonior has been instrumental
in arranging the team’s planned
meeting with General Pervez
Musharrat and its visit to PoK.

The fourth member of the dele-
gation is Joe Pitts, a Republican
from Pennsylvania.

None of the CODEL members
believes that their attempt to be-
come involved in the Kashmir
dispute will  offend Indian
sensibilities.

A police officer grapples with a protester as the.officer on the right orders his arrest in Srinagar. (AFP)

Four die in protestaneet firing

FROM MUKHTAR AHMAD

Srinagar, Feb. 15; Escorts of an
army convoy fired upon civilia-
ns demonsirating against an ali-
eged custody killing at Hygam
village, 40 km from here, killing
four civilians, including two wo-
men, and wounding 18 others.
Residents of Hygam and ad-
Joining Bulgam, Tarzoo and Pan-
tipora villages blocked the main
Srinagar-Baramulla highway to
protest against the killing of a
local pharmacist, Jaleel Ahmed
Shah, arrested a day before by
special operations group (SOG)
personnel of the local police.
Shah’s famjly members and
other protesters took out a pro-
cession with his bullet-riddied
body as soon as it was handed
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over to them this morning, de-
manding action against the SOG
and raising slogans against the
ceasefire.

They blocked the road and
did not allow an army convoy to
pass through, sources said.

Deputy inspector-general of
police (north Kashmir), Ditbagh
Singh, said some of the protest-
ers started pelting stones at the
police. The troops then opened
fire, killing two civilians on the
spot. “Two women succumbed to
their injuries on the way to a
hospital,” Singh said.

Shah, villagers said, was the
sole breadwinner of a family of
seven. However, a police spok-
esman said Shah was a militant
and was killed in a gun hatile
with the SOG in a nearby jungle.

Tension gripped towns ':hnd
villages in north Kashlmrﬂ
where, reports said, hundreds of
people took to the streets as news
of the firing spread.

District officers who rushed
to the spot had a difficult time as
angry mobs shouted slogans
against the SOG and chief minis-
ter Faroog Abdullah. “Is this the
ceasefire? You are killing every-
one arrested by the security
agencies in custody,” shouted a
youth at the deputy commission-
er and the Baramulta district po-
lice chief.

The district administration
this evening decided to register a
case against the Rashiriya Rifle
which was involved in the i mcl—
dent. The SOG has dr; A3 5
for arresting suspects E" &

}ans anc%\qlle,ged]y killing them
y ;pg geasefire.

%@L%ﬁ 2 e!ﬁggﬁanﬂth-

aramulla

5@%@% Sadial kill-

ing of a yoil dfieed Ah-

med, whom the .suspected
tor having links wi guemllas

The spate of alleged custodial
killings follows the announcem-
ent by chief minister Faroog Ab-
dullah asking the palice “not to
take any prisoner as the jails acr-
0ss the Himalayan state are al-
ready full”.

Local people view the cease-
fire with misgivings as it is wide-
1y believed here that the security
forces have been conducting op-

erations against under ground
guerrillas despite the DWI
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4 killed, 26 hurt

in Kashmur fir
Conwoy stoning md)}%\e

The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: Four persons were
killed and 24 injured when securi-
ty personnel allegedly opened fire
on a mob at Haigam, 60 km from
here, in Baramulla district, on
Thursday.

However, giving details of the
incident, deputy-inspector general
of police, Baramullah, Dilbagh

¢ Singh, told The Times of India that
. the trouble began when residents

of Haigam, who
were staging a
demonstration o
the Sopore- -
Kupwara  road :
demanding th
body of Jalil J
Ahmad Shah— :
who was allegedly |
killed in police :
custody— threw
stones on the :
army Convoy pro- |
ceeding to
Kupwara.

He said th
army jawans tried °
in vain to control
the mob. But mili-
tants, who had
sought refuge among the 300-odd
demonstrators fired at the jawans.
The latter retaliated resulting in
the death of four demonstrators,
including a woman and her daugh-
ter, the DIG added.

However, a resident of Haigam,
Gulam Hassan Wagay, alleged that
the soldiers “over-reacted” when
some of the demonstrators stoned
their convoy.

Asked about the alleged custo-
dial killing of Jalit Ahmad Shah, a
senior police officer said he was a

ANGST IN THE VALLEY

o

L jarwans

“district cdmmander” of the
Harkat-ul-Jehadi Islami militant
outfit in the Bopore belt and was
killed in a retahatory action when
he fired on a patrol party of the
J&K police’s special operation
group (SOG) and the BSF in the
Juhama jungle of Baramulla dis-
trict late on Wednesday evening.
Meanwhile, militants fired on a
patrol party of the police and the
CRPF at Hyderpora on the New
Airport road here
late on Wednes-
day evening,.
While chasing the
militants, the
police found a bag
and a wireless set

This is the sec-
ond such incident
n Baramulla in
the last two days.
On Wednesday, a
demonstration

Baramulla town
to protest against alleged custodial
killing of a militant Khursheed
Ahmad Dar. While security per-
sonnel claimed that Dar died in a
cross-fire, the locals alleged that he
was killed during interrogation.
Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir government on Thursday
ordered a judicial probe into the
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HE RECENT condemnable and barbaric

massacre of Sikhs in the Valley and of

Bakarwals in Jammu is yet another grim

reminder, if onc were nceded, of the terri-
ble and tragic situation that has prevailed in
Jammu and Kashmir since militancy began almost
12 years ago. While the horrendous Gujatat carth-
quake has shocked the entire nation and galvanised
it into action, Jammu and Kashmir has been going
through a political earthquake for over a decade
which has left tens of thousands dead, lakhs
uprooted from their homes, property worth hun-
dreds of crores destroyed and the entire social fab-
ric disrupted.

In the broader national interest, therefore, we
must begin a serious reappraisal of our policy vis-a-
vis that state. Uncoordinated gestures without ade-
quate preparation ur follow up are not enough.

We have reached a criticat juncture in dealing
with this entire question of Jammu and Kashmir.
Either the peace process begins fairly soon, or we
lapse once again into a confrontational situation
which may well end up in armed hostilities and the
ultimate nightmarc of a nuclear exchange.

India’s bold and dramatic gesture of announcing
a unilateral ceasefire during the month of Ramzan
and extending it twicc has received widespread
acclaim arcound the world. But while firing on the
Line of Control has died down, the activitics of mil-
ilant groups within Jammu and Kashmir have
sharply increased and their number also seems to
have swelled. Unless there is some substantial
breakthrough within the next fortnight or so, it is
more than likely that the ceasefire will not be
extended further, bringing the whole situation back
to square minus one.

We must understand that the basic problem lies
with and in Pakistan. It is Pakistan that right from
1947 — even before my father, Hari Singh, signed
the Instrument of Accession — was responsible for
a scries of efforts to wrcst control of Jammu and
Kashmir: from the first tribal invasion in 1947
down to the current militancy which began in
November 1989 immediately after thc minority
Janata Dal Government assumed office.

In between, there were the Tashkent Agreement,
the Simla Agreement, and the Prime Minister’s his-
toric bus trip to Lahore during which the Lahore
Declaration was signed between India and Pakistan
mooting a compuosite dialogue, But this was fol-
lowed swiftly by the massive incursion in Kargil
which  was  gallantly countered by our
defence forces.

Thus for over half a century, Pakistan has madc

holding talks with Pakistan,

'z n/ Enter the tunnel

BY KARAN SINGH

one atlempt aficr the other 1o substantially change
the post-1949 status quo, cach one of which has
resulted in a disastrous conflict culminating in
some form of agreement and withdrawal to previ-
ous positions. And in each case it is the people of
Jaminu and Kashmir — a majority of whom belong
to the religion which Pakistan claims to represent
— who have been the worst sufferers.

The question now is whether this process will
continue indefinitely into the future even after
both India and Pakistan have become nuclear
weapon States, or whether there will finally be
some movement towards a peaceful and fair settle-
ment. The formal positions of the two countries

leaders there have publicly expressed their dissatis-
faction with the present dispensation.

We seem Lo have written off the millions who live
in those two regions. But in any ‘final scttlement’ as
envisaged in the Simla Agreemcent and the
Lahore Declaration, their factor also has to be
taken into consideration. Tt would be interesting
if some leaders from those two regions were to
visit India,

As far as the three regions which have been with
India since 1947 are concerned, the sityation is uni-
formiy disastrous. The Valley has bcen in constant
turmoil over the last decade. Tens of thousands of

are, of course, totally incompat-
ible. Our position is that the
entire state of Jammu and
Kashmir, created by my ances-
tors and ruled by my father,
became part of India when he
signed the Instrument of
Accession in 1947, and that the
only remaining matier is (o get
Pakistan to vacate territories it
occupied thercafter.

Pakistan holds that the entire
state is disputed territory, and
that the only solution is a
plebiscite under UN supervi-
sion. However, these positions
fail to iake into accoun! many
significant factors including the
ground realities, the divcrgent aspirations of the
people living in the five regions of the state, the
ominous upgrading of weapons technology on both
sides, the terrible toll in a human devastation and
suffering that continues on a daity basis, and the
fact that India und Pakistan both rank among the
poorest countries in the world while their mutual
hostility {orces them to divert vast resourccs
towards defcnce requirements.

Meanwhile, the five regions of the original state
of Jammu and Kashmir arc all under tremendous
pressure and turmoil. From the few reports that
trickle in, it is clear that the people in the northern
areas of Gilgit and Baltistan are chafing under
dircct rule from Islamabad, whilc in the Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad belt — which is the main source of
training, equipping and motivating the militants —
the situation is also cxtremely grim, and several
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people have been killed including a large number

. v of security forces; the entirc
Kashmiri Pandit community has
been forced lo migrate and is
living in miserable conditions in
Jammu and elsewhere in India;
and now the tiny Sikh minority
is also being targeted.

In the Jammu region, apart
from the continuing pressure of
a whole scries of refugee camps
from 1947 onwards, there has
been considerable attrition by
the militants. Life on the inter-
national border has been dis-
rupted as a result of constant
shelling. This has resulted in
widespread political rcsent-
ment, particularly among the
vouth who are facing massive unemployment and a
bleak future.

Although the people there have shown remark-
able patience and maturity despite tremcndous
provocations over the fast decade, frustration in
the Jammu region is rapidly growing. In Ladakh,
the Kargil area was badly pummecled during the
war, while in Leh the demand of a separate dis-
pensation has gained strong roots.

In his recent musings the Prime Minister, inter
alia, said: “In our search for a lasting solution to
the Kashmir problem, both in its external and
internal dimensions, we shall not traverse solely on
the beaten track of the past. Rather, we shall be
bold and innovative dcsigners of a future architec-
ture of peace and prosperity for the cntire South
Asian region. In this search, the sole light that will
guide us is our commitment to peace, justice and

| S

the vital interests of the nation.”

Surcly, now is the time when bold and innovative
approaches are necded to break the present log-
jam. General Musharraf has been sending out

mixed signals, but his reported statement recently-

that he wus prepared to meet the Prime Minister
“halfway” should not be lightly brushed aside.

There is a feeling in some quarters that any talks |
with Pakistan would be an exercise in futility,
because thal nation is based on an ¢nduring hatred.

of “Ilindu” India which wilt
Howsocever that may be, it remains my view that

always persist,

despite atl that has happencd over the last half cen-
tury, given courage and compassion on both sides, -
there is still the possibility that 4 reasonably satis-
factory solution can be found. Peace must be given”
every chance, because the alternative is so horrific, '

Whether we like it or not, our destinies are inter-
twined to a considerable extent. Tt would be in’

Pakistan’s own intcrest if it were o give up its pos-
ture of permanent confrontation with India over

India must engage with political formations in Kashmir

Jammu and Kashmir, and move instead towards a - :
co-operative und mutually supportive relationship. -
We, on our part, should welcome any movement in’

this direction.
In addition to talks with Pakistan, what is needed

is a parallel process of widespread consultation’
with political parties and formations in the Valley, |

Jammu and Ladakh to see whether a consensus can

be achieved, This whole exercise must begin soon if .-

it is to have any chance of succeeding.

We often talk of light at the end of a tunnel, but
we must remember that the light is not visible from
outside. It is only when one has entered the tunnel

and traversed some distance that onc begins to see ™

a faint light at the other end. Unless we cnter the
tunnel of the peace process -— howsoever dim and

e

uncertain it may appear — we will never see the .
light nor reach the ¢nd of this long and tortuous .
tunnel. In fact, there is every possibility of it turn- .

ing into a black hole that could suck in and destroy -

the aspirations of one fifth of the human race resid- -

ing in India and Pakistan.

Let mc end with a verse by the Urdu poet-Shakeel

Badayuni:
“Har cheez nahin haf markaz par
Ek zarmva idher ek zarra udhar
Nafrat se¢ na dekho dushman ko
Shaavad woh mohabbat kar baithe.”

{Things are not always in equilibrium,
A slight titt this way a slight tilt that,
Look not with hatred upon the enemy,
He may even end up loving you.)



Tour killed in firing
on J& &K pro estors

e armymen, accusing them of being involved in
killing of the youth.

HT Correspondeﬂts
Srmagarfjammu Febiruary 15

“‘i The armymen, sources said, tried to force their way

through. When they were resisted, they opened fire
on the agitators, killing of two persons and injury to 28

UR PERSONS were kitlled and at least 28
injured when Rashtriyva Rifles men allegedly

opened fire on a crowd of profestors at Haigam

near Sopore in north Kashmiv on
Thursday.

The state government has ordered
a judicial probe. 1t has appointed
District  and  Sessions  Judge
Baramullah  Mir  Mohammad
Yaqoob as the head of the inguiry
commission,

The police have also registered an
FIR against the Rashtriva Rifles,

Inspector  general of police
(Kashmir range) Dr A K Bhan held
the Army squarely responsible for
the firing.

"The armymen were provoked by
the protestors, who had not allowed
their convoy fo pass through," the
G said, adding that his statement
could be verified from the villagers.

Police sources and eyewitnesses

Farooq on Art. 370

CRITICS of autonomy were
taken by surprise when Chief
Minister  Faroog  Abduliah
announced n the Assembly
that if India manages to get
back Pakistan-controlled parts
of Kashmir, he would demand
the "abrogation of Anticle 370"
that grants special status to
Jammu and Kashmir. "} will
abrogate Artticle 370 if India is
able to get back Azad Kashmir
(POK) and the northem territo-
ries," he said while replying to
the depate on the motion of
thanks. HTC, Jammu

others, Two of the injured died later, taking the tolf 1o

four. The condition of four more
persons was stated to be critical.

Defence spokesman Col. § S
Hayer of Army's 15-Corps, however,
denied Army’s involvement in the
incident. He said that the Army had
killed a top militant, Jalii Ahmad
Shah, a district commander of
Harkat-e-Jibad-Islami (HUID), dur-
ing an encounter and handed over
his body to the police.

When policemen went to the vil-
lage 1o hand over the body, they
were attacked. Col. Hayer said that
the Army arrived on the scene much
after the incident.

The All-Party Hurriyat
Conference has called for a two-day
general sirike against the incident.
A spokesman for the outfit said that

said that villagers, angered by the death of a local
youth, allegedly, in the custody of security forces, had
gathered on the Srinagar-Baramullah highway. They
had also blocked traftic.

The villagers stopped an Army convoy and heckled

Jalil Ahmad Shah was a Hurriyat activist affiliated
with the JKLE He had a medical shop in the village.
The Hurriyat spokesman claimed Jalil was arrested by
security forces on Tuesday night and was killed in
custady.

THE HINDUSTAN TIME®
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Lashkar ﬁshes

A e Net

STANIEY THEQDORE 5 1
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD, Feb. 13. - The
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba has laun-
ched a fund raising drive on
the Internet. The outfit has
posted on the web the name
of the bank, telephone and
account numbers in which
money can be deposited.
It wants the money to be
sent to Markaz-ad-Dawa Wal
Irshad, 5 Chamberlane Road,
Lahore. A/c No 2011816001 is
maintained by Faisal Bank .
Litd at the Mall in Lahore. The
phone No. is (92-42) 723-1106. |
The webpage says: “The Mu-
jahideen-e-Lashkar-e-Taiya-
ba is engaged in jehad ag-
{ ainst, the oppressive Hindu °
/y}éy in the snow covered

alleys, mountains and jun- '
gles of Kashmir.”

It's because of the Mujahi- °
deen’s sacrifices, the Lashkar
says, that the Indian Army :
. faces revolt in the “occupied”

! J&K and Hindu soldiers pre-
" fer to flee from there, !
I The appeal for funds is pub- ;
‘lished at  htip://194.66.
| 45.228/charity.htm and
Chttp:/ fwww.markazdaw
jorg/Engllshlorgamzatwri/ ‘
" contribution.htm. Two other .
+ gites give Lashkar’s view on
" Kashmir: Attp:/ /members.
v tripod. com/Suhayb/ Mujahi
" deen-e-Lashkar-e-Taiba.him
-and htip:/ /members.nbei.
com [ {XMCM /markazdawa/
lashkar.htm.

The Los Angeles Times has
said Lashkar’s fund-raising .
drive has been so successful
that it plans to open a bank.:
Lashkar protest: Lashkar
has called “un-Islamic” Pakis-

i tan's decision to ban public col- |
lectlon of funds by “jehadi

oups”, reports UNI. .
group P Py




habir Shah
- opposes divisiorm
~ of KgShmir
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LEADER
Shabir Shah,
on Tuesday,
opposed any
division of
Jammu &
K as h m i T,
say in g
“Kashmiris

Shabis Shat | Wil bt

accept {ree- |

dom if it comes as a result of a |
partition of the siate.” “

“We donot need such a free-
dom,” he told news reporters
here, recalling that the state had
been divided into two parts in

. 1847 when Pakistan-backed

| tribals attacked it and occupied
part of it

The Jammu & Kashmir
Democratic Freedom Party pres-
ident welcomed the Centre’s uni-
lateral ceasefire but maintained
that it was not being implement- |
ed in letter and spirit.

“If you want to make it {the
ceaseiire) a serious effort, it
should be implemented in letter
and spirit,” he said,

' Ground should be prepared
for the initiation of a dialogue
with representatives of the peo-
ple of Jammu & Kashmir and the
Pakistani government,” Shah
said. Alleging that 18 custodial
killings had taken place over the
past two months, he said: “But
we are not depressed as we want
the ceasefire to be strengthened
so that a solution can be found to
the Kashmir issue.”

Shah said he was not against
track-two diplomacy.

—PTIL

The Economic Times
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[.ashkar 0}0

Udayan Namboodiri \,\
New Delhi, February 13

THE LASHKAR-ETAYYEBA is
out to step up its activities in
Jammu and Kashmir. From the
public pronouncements of its chief
Hafeez Mubhammed Saeed as well
as through intelligence inputs, it is
clear that the Lashkar’s strikes
against civitians and police and
military installations will increase
in the days to come.

For New Delhi, now 12 days away
from the date of reckoning when a
decision on the extension of the
unifaterat ceasefire (a fourth time)
will have to be made, this is a
weighty consideration.

Despite the reorganisation of the
Army in J&K and the minimalisa-
tion of cross-border shelling, the
resolve of this hard-core group to
carry on with its jehad bas a dis-

turbing effect.

This has also belied General
Pervez Musharrafs  feel-good
claim that the situation on the
ground was improving.

Friday's attack on the police
headquarters was followed up the
same night with a massacre in
Rajouri district, which left 11 dead.
The group’s hand is also suspected
in the massacre of six Sikhs in
Srinagar.

An intercept from Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir picked up yes-
terday had Lashkar's “supreme
commander” Maulana Zaki-ul
Rahaman {Shahbaji) instructing
his cadre to keep up “relentless
pressure™ despite the unilateral
ceasefire, which is in its third
month now. Shahbaji was also
heard congratulatiag his boys on
the Srinagar Police control room
attack on last Friday in which two

step up viofence

"

pops "were killed and six were
jurcd. The Lashikar spukcsman
d in fact calied up nowspaper
offices in Srinagar on the day of
th attack and revealed the names
ol'the four militants involved.

Sources believe that Lashkar was
also responsible for Saturdayv’s
attack on the houses of three mem-
bers of the local Village Defence
Committee in Rajouri district.
Though it has not taken responsi-
bility for the attack. sources saidf
the operation had the group’s sig-
nature.

Saced, in a signed article carried
on the website, sald, Lashkar was
not interested in "patching up” with
India. He, however, said he wo
be willing to talk to Hurrwat
ers about “frecdom”. "The
Kashmir will be won jut like we
won it in  Afgb#histan,” he
declared.

THE HINDUSTAN TRES
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i 115 Centre's decision to extend the
ongoing ceasefire in Kashmir is
welcome and Pakistan's response
is appreciated. Using this as a
fulcrum, il would be incumbent for hoth
India and Pakistan to come to terms with
cértain realities in Kashmir and pro-
actively find a final solution to this 53-
year-old crisis plaguing the subcontinent.
Several factors need to be re-assessed in
this context.

First, there is no way that India can hope
to solve the problem without involving
Pakistan's attendance in the process. New
Delhi was singularly partisan when it
abjured talking to Islamabad at the time of
the Hizb-ul Mujahideen's unilateral
ceasefire in 2000 and consequently, the
opportunity came te nought. OQur atlitude
of not having to do any parleying with a
military regime is hollow: witness our
attempts to belster relations with
Myanmar. The less said about India’s
ersatz stance on terrorism the hetter — it
quietly released five convicted gunrunners
in the Purulia arms drop case and
presumably the sixth culprit, Peter
Bleach, will go free, too. Veerappan's
unrestricted marauding is another sample.
Ifrdia has not bothered to formulate a
comprehensive mecthodology to combat
terrorism in Kashmir. Hence, its predi-
cating cessation of sponsored terrorism as
. a precondition for talks wilh Pakistan does
not cut much ice.

Second, India has steadfastly crowed that
we do not want third-party mediation on
Kashmir. In any governance system,
whenever a dispute between two parties
cannot be mutually resolved, a third party
usually in the shape of a court invariably
is called in to adjudicate.

Following nuctearisation, the subconti-
nenl's status as an international nuclear
flashpoint has got acutely enhanced and
who knows whether a second Kargil might
end up with the employment of weapons of
mass destruction by both adversaries.
Ergo, it would be prudent for India and
Pakistan to invite a group of nations
comprising say, China, Russia, the Eu-
ropean Union, the USA and the Organi-
gation of Islamic Conference to set up a
roundtable along with the two host
countries for deliberations on Kashmir.
The adage, "I'wo heads are better than
cne," is apt in this context.

Third — and very importantly -- what is
the significance of the Line of Control?
Ever since the first Jammu and Kashmir

r

¥ = Lperations, the LoC has been treated as a

de facto international border by India and
Paldstan. The Shimla Agreement of 1972
indirectly conveys this fact and both Indira
‘Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto agreed in
principle to convert the LoC inte a formal
border as soon as Bhutto gave the green
signal. Regrettably, this signal never

For want qj fly swatters

There thrives an unholy truism courtesy Niccolo Machiavelli that a politician would much
rather keep a problem alive than solve it because a burning issue is more profitable for
him. And Kashmir is rife with slush funds from the arms and drugs business. Politicians of
all hues from India and Pakistan are making hay surreptitiously, writes JK DUTT

materialised.

Even during the
height of the
Kargil war, the
LoC assumed the
same locus
standi as an in-
ternational bor-
der, with leading
nations of the
world urging
India and Pakis-
tan to honour it
thus. India's nol
crossing the LoC
carried an expli-
cit message that
doing so would B
to

tantamount
transgressing
diplomatic  ca-

veats and would
lead lo exacer- |
baling the con-
flict, in all pro- |
bability resulting

in a major war. |
Hence in a mann-
cr of speaking,
the solution to

& 7

§ ulterior motives.
It did nothing of
the sort in the
case of Hydera-
bad or Junagadh.
Hyderabad has
an analogy with
Kashmir, the
difference being

in the former
matter the
Indian Army

took the conflict
to its logical con-
" clusion whereas
% in  the latter
4 India called a
wholly un-
warranted stop
to the war just
when its forces
had managed to
regain the ini-
tiative from Pak-
istan,

This displayed
crass  political
chicanery for
which Jawa-
harlal Nehru is

the Kashmir pro- - o mm— e culpable.

blem already Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah with militant-turned politician Kukka Parray praying for peace  The long-term
exists, namely, at a rally in Hajin on Sﬂtlﬂ'df\’- ~ APIPTI consequences of
"converting the ] this  deliberate

LoC into a horder". This is what Chief
Minister Farcoq Abdullah has been
iterating time and again. Whal is on
demand is the implementation of this fiat
and to this end, a multinational round-
table would be ideal to ensure its
incorporation.

Perhaps, New Delhi and Islamabad are
chary of going it on their own te press this
home because of assumed hostile reactions
from either side of the LoC. Surely both
countries realise that there can be no other
pragmatic way out of the impasse.

Fourth, Article 370 seems to have done
mare harm than good., This so-called
“"special restriction" has created a psycho-
logical obstacle between Kashmir and the

" pop—— e

resi of the country. Visitors from the
mainfand are cven today looked atl
suspiciously by the residents of Kaghmir,
The feeling, "We are Kashmiris, you are
Indians", persists to a faulf which in turn
has encouraged parochialism. This
unhealthy psychological digide needs to be
eradicaled and the only sure way of doing
s0 would be to rescind this Article. Such an
act by India will graatly help in
integrating the Kashmiris i
their countrymen. Article 30 has inflicted
the same damage on India's psyche as the
Inner Line Permit has donk in the North-
east.

Fifth, India's move of taking the Kashmir
issue to the UN has clearly been done with

- PR
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folly set India's economy back hugely. If
the accession of Jammu and Kashmir was
full and final as India has regularly
claimed, on what grounds did it refer the

"dispute" to the UN?

Sixth, the term "secularism" has become
the biggest misnomer in our lexicon and a
blot on our unity-in-diversity strongpoint.
India has created an impression that if
Kashmir was to break away from India, its
much-hallowed secularism would collapse.
Nothing could be more Machiavellian! In
actuality, secularism means faiths of all
kinds coexisting peacefully.

Going by our convoluted definilion of the
term, does it not imply that the other
states in India lack secularism? If Abdul

Rehman Antulay could be the c
minister of Maharashtra, appointing \
non-Muslim to be likewise in Kashmir will
strenglthen the concept of secularism.
Obviously, vested interests have twisted
secularism to suil their own purpose, a
purposc which gotl terribly compounded by
the Babari Masjid outraged.

Finally, notwithstanding the conversion
of the LoC into a horder, India needs to
substantiate this border on similar lines as
the ersitwhile Berlin Wall.

India has to institute a "ne man's land”
over a depth of three to four kilometres on
the Indian side of the border and relocate
the affected villages elsewhere.

This stretch should be developed into an
effective movement barrier by employing
mines, booby traps, barbed wire concert-
ina, improvised explosive devices, pre-
registered artillery and mortar targets,
machine gun sweeps and the like.

No unauthorised person should be able to
freely negotiate the area as has been
happening for over the past 50 yeaws. India
must also install modern surveillance
systems all along the stretch to include
physical, electronic and terrestrial modes
keeping in mind the erstwhile Warsaw
Pact maxim, "Not a fly should get through
unchallenged!"

There thrives an unholy truism courtesy
Niccolo Machiavelli that a politician would
much rather keep a problem alive than
solve it because a burning issue is more
profitable for him.. Applying this to
Kashmir, one fact of life 1s apparent —
this area is rife with slush funds
emanating from the arms and drugs
business and politicians of all hues from
both countries have been making hay
surreptitiously.

The Kalashnikov small arms company of
Russia considers Kashmir one of its
largest markets because both insurgents
and the security forces use its renowned
range of weapons. Arms merchants make
colossal gains — duly shared by many, of
course — and there is no gainsaying that
they would be most unhappy to see their
ill-gotten gains curtailed by peace being
inducted into Kashmir; likewise for drug
barons.

India and Pakistan have to forcefully put
an end to this "death trade" if peace is to
be meaningful.

India must activate the impetus for
approaching the Kashmir problem. Tokens
like autonomy mean nothing. Pakistan's
reaction to the Gujarat earthquake disas-
ter has been praiseworthy. On India's
part, it has to shed its inhibitions and open
talks with Pakistan over Kashmir with a
positive mind. -

R J

{The author is Lieute ;-Colanel, retired,
Indian Army.}
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THE KILLANG OF 15 innocent persons, includ-
ing seven children, in Rajouri district on Febru-
ary 9/10 night is perhaps the most heinous of
the aitacks mounted by the jebadi militant
groups in the Jammu region over the past two
months and more since the Government of In-
dia’s unilateral ceascfire came into operation.
Eatdier in the day and clsewhere in Srinagar, a
four-member squad had stormed the control
room of the police headquarters and the en-
counter left nine police officials and two armed
assailants dead. To sav that the Rajouri carnage
and the Srinagar incident were a part of the
pro-Pakistani pan-Islamic outfits’ grand design
to sabotage the peace initiative is to stress the
obvious. The targets they pick — security per-
sonnel, members of the special police force in-
volved in anti-insurgency operations and
village defence committee members or their
families (as in Rajouri). besides the symibols of
Governmental authority — are inrended to un-
derline that they are the ones who call the shots
and therefore can strike at will. Second, thart
they are determined to frusirate the ongoing, as
yet incipient — and vague — peace process
and, in pursuance of that objective, will contin-
ue to provoke the Government into calling off
the ceasefire. The February 3 episode in Srina-
car, which accounted for the death of six per-
sons belonging to the Sikh comimunity, was
predictably seen as reinforcing, post the Chatti-
singhpora massacre (March 2000), a sinister as-
pect of the ‘jehadi” elements’ gameplan — to
‘cleanse’ the Valley of minarity religious groups
by generating panic among them threugh peri-
odic killings. It was just as well that the Centre,
even if it be under pressure from the Akali Dal
~— a partner in the ruling NDA — got a plan of
action worked out in consultation with the
Chief Minister, IDr. Farooq Abdullah, for beefing
up the Sikhs-specific security arrangement; its
adequacy and effectiveness on the ground, of

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY [3, 2001

IMPERATIVES IN KASHMIR

course, remain to be tested. by

The spate of killings by the foreign-based
militant outfits, guite a few of which have right
from the heginning made their intention clear,
has undoubtedly brought the ceasefire under
tremendous pressure and the chances of this
easing are obviously not particularly bright.
Needless to say that it is imperative for the ad-
ministration and the security agencies to iden-
tify the weak spots in the security framework
and remove them forthwith. At the same tirne, it
needs to be remembered that ceasefite — an
undoubtedly laudable initiative by India — is
not an end in itself but only a step in the search
for a political solution and must be backed by
appropriate follow-up moves, both political
and strategic. This is precisely where the NDA
regime seems to be floundering Take for in-
stance the question of a Hurriyat delegation’s
visit to Pakistan. Having gone along with, if not
actively promoted, the unexceptionable idea of
letting 2 Hurriyat team interact with the leaders
of the various 'jehadi” outfits as also the Pakis-
tan Government, it makes iittle political or dip-
lomatic sense to stall the initiative by not
clearing the travel documents for the feason
that the proposed five-member squad included
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, a diehard exponent of
merger with Pakistan. And this, despite the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s dec-
laration in his Kerala musings that the Govern-
ment “shall not traverse solely on the beaten
track of the past”. Given that the stated mission
of the Hurrivat is to explore ways of strength-
ening the peace process, it is only fair that the
teamn should be given the chance to undertake
the trip. Noteworthy in the context of the Hurri-
yat's consensuaily positive approach is the JKLF

wake of perceived insecurity.
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Hajin {Kashmir),

\

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Mipister Faroog Abdullah savs he
was never against the unilateral
ceasefire and will carry forward the
peace process initiated by Prime
Minisicr Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
Rashmir, "My patty is commitied
to peace in Kashmiy and will sup-
port every effort in this direction,”
Abdullah told a rally here yester-
day. Lescribing as misleading
reports that he was opposed to the
truce, he said, "l am was never
against the unilateral ceasefire as
is being made out ia a scefion of
the media," While security f{orces
had stopped their operations
against militants, ultras sponsored
by a "neighbouring” country were
on a killing spree, he 1old the rally.

Abdullah said he wis consis-
tent In his views that silence on
the borders was meaningless, |
when guns were booming in the
hinterland and innocents were
being kilied. (PIT}

Hurriyat leaders share
dais with Fernandes

HY Correspondent
Srinagar, February 11

LAST WEEK'S massacre ot Sikhs
in Srinagar brought together sepa-
rarists leaders of Kashmir and
Defence Minister George
Fernandes.

They, along with a group of Sikh
leaders from Punjab, shared the
platform at Mahjoor Nagar, on the
1Gth day of mourning of the slain
Sikhs, on Sunday.

Shabir Ahmad Shab, the chief of
the Democratic Freedom Party,
and senior Huorrivat Conference
leaders, Yasin Malik and Abdul
Gani Lone, too were present.

A scction of enraged Sikhs
objected to the presence of the
separatist leaders and raised slo-
gans against them. However,
Shabir Ahmad Shah got up and
made a speech to assuage the feel-
ings of the agitating Sikhs. Shah
condemned the massacre In bifter
words and told them that the act
was against the Islamic teachings.
He urged the Sikhs not to migrate
as it would affect the Valicy's social

fabric. Lone and Malik also
assured the Sikhs that the majority
community had all love and sym-
pathy for them.

The Defence Minister and the
Sikh leaders also addressed the
gathering. The Hurriyat leaders
were present there all through the
procecdings.

The Sikh leaders and Kashmir's
separatists leaders are holding
another meeting on Monday.

In Anantnag, militants fired on a
CRPF picket guarding the ances-
tral house of state's Law and
Parliamentary Affaits Minister
Pyaretal Handoo. ;

The guards returned the. fire. -

Two auto-rickshaw drivers were °©

caught in the crossfire and were -
injured. :

Meanwhile, a mecting of the -
Combined Unified Headquarters |
was held on Sunday to review the
security scenario of the state. Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah chaired
the meeting. The Defence
Minister was also present. The oat-
come of the meeting was not
immediately known.

TWE H‘NDUSTAN T™VES
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JKL+ STRIKE AFFECTS NORMAL LIFE

Fernandes, Farooq review
<. security in Kashmir

By Shujaal Bukhari

JAMMU, FEB. 11. The Unified Head-
quarters of all law enforcing agen-
cies in Jammu and Kashmir today
reviewed the security situation at
a meeting chaired by the Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah.
The Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, a special invitee, was
briefed about the measures being
taken to tackle the militants.

The meeting was called to dis-

g
The

<

cuss the situation following the
February 3 killing of six Sikhs in
Srinagar’'s Mehjoor Nagar area
and the militants’ attack on the
police control room in the Srate
capital on Friday last.

The Chief Secretary, Mr, Ashaok
Jaitly, the Director-General of Po-
lice, Mr. A. K. Suri, the Command-
ers of 15 and 16 Corps, Lt. Gen. [ R
Mukherjee and Lt, Gen. A S,
Khannd, were present.

oy

Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes, addressing the Bhog ceremony of Sikhs at Méhjoor
Nagar, in Srinagar, on Sunday. — Photo. Nissar Ahmad
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The strike called by the Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front to com-
memorate the death anniversary
of its founder, Magbool Buir,
hanged in Tihar Jail in 1984, crip-
pled normal life in the Kashmir

‘alley rodav. All shops and busi-
ness establishments were closed
and traffic disrupted.

Over a dozen JKLF activists,
whao tried w0 take out a proces-
sion, were arrested while demon-

e

strators pelted stones at the police
in the Maisuma area. Last eve-
ning, militants fobbed grenades
and fired indiscriminately ar the
house of the Law Minister, Mr. P.
L. Handoo, who along with his
family was here. The Minister’s
security guards repulsed the at-
tack.

Lashkar ‘warning’

Meanwhile, the pan-Islamic
Lashkar-e-Taiba has asked the
State police Lo resign en masse or
face the consequences, The threat
follows the altack on the Srinagar
PCR, in which eight policemen
and two militants were killed.

A Lashkar spokesman told a
news agency in Srinagar that re-
cent “custodial killings” by the
Special Operations Group and
other  agencies prompted the
warning. The outfit would inten-
sify attacks on partrot parties and
police stations and would not al-
low *“‘atrocities against the people
of Kashmir™, the spokesman said.
So far, militant outfits had spared
the police, particularly those not
directly involved in anti-militancy

operations. The threat has trig--

gered panic in the police depafi-
ment. Presently, security cdver is
provided only to top palice offi-
cials and their families.

However, Mr. Suri said the
warning would have no effect on
the morale of the farce, 1 would
rather suggest that they (Lashkar)
resign as the State police is capa-
ble of meeting any challenge,” he
said. “They (militants} will find
the police very much active and
the fact that the Jamiat-ul-Muja-
hideen and the Hizbul Momineen
were wiped out was solely due o
the efforts of the police, The Lash-
kar suffered losses at the airport
and other places primarily be-
cause of potice,” said Mr. Suri
adding "we will not be deterred
by such threats.”

30 injured in clashes
PTI reports:

in fammu, at Jeast 30 persons
were injured when police resorted
to lathicharge and teargas to dis-
perse demonstrators who were
protesting the ahduction of a
school girl by youth belonging to
another community.

Reports from Udhampur said
that over 5000 people, including
women, defving curfew restric-
tions assembled in Barian Mohal-
la around noon and later raising
slogans against the administra-
tinn proceeded towards the Dep-

P
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By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, FEB. 10. In a shocking in-
cident, 15 persons, ncluding sev-
en children, were shoi dead
before heing burnt by unidenti-
fied gunmen in Sarohi village of
Rejouri district in Jammu and
Kashmir early this moming.

The Rajouri Superintendent of
Police, Mr. Rajesh Kumar, told
The Hindu over phone that
around 2 a.m., a group of heavily-
armed men descended on the vil-
lage, about BO km from Rajouri
district headquarters, and asked
for Mohammad Shafi, a village
defence committee (VDC) mem-
ber. He was not at home. They
then entered a nearby house be-
fonging to one Mr. Abdur Rash-
eed, where members of two
families were sleeping, hwled
grenades and fired indiscrimi-
nately. Mr, Kumar said seven chil-
drest in the age group of 15 to 20,
five women and thyee men died.
The gunmen then set three
houses on five before fleeing. All
the bodies were charred. Four of
the deceased were identified as
Mohammad Sharief, Rahim, Gul-
zar and Mohammad Bashir.

An Army unit, hearing about
the incident over the wireless, re-
ached the spot four-and-a-half
hours later, while a party from the
Budhal police station js expected
to arrive tomorrow morning. The
security farces, Mr. Kumar said,
faunched an operation to nab the
gunmer.

The Governor, Mr. G, C. Saxe-

na, and the Chief Mjnister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, Aave expressed

LU :
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Police personnel paying tributes on Saturday to colleagues killed
in Friday's attack by militants on the police contre! room,
Srinagar. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

shock over the incident and con-
demuted the militant action.

Security forces
take control

Security forces today took
control of the police conirol room
in Srinagar, which was stormed
by pro- Pakistan militants yester-
day triggering a flerce gunbattle
lasting over 13 hours that left
eight policemen and two uliras
dead, Six policemen were also in-
jured in the attack, launched by
four Lashkar-e-Taijba and A}
Umar Mujahideen militants.

AR ten bodies were recovered
and troops were combing the area
for the wo militants who man-
aged to escape, police said.

Dr. Abdullah, who rushed to the
State capital from New Delhi this

morning, convened a mee(ing of

the Unified Headquarters lomor-
row to review the situation.

According to police, four mil-
itants in police uniforms drove w0
the PCR around 7.30 p.m. in an
Ambassador car. Two militants
entered the area under the cov-
ering fire provided by the other
two ultras. The police personnel
present returned the fire and a
fierce battle ensued in the com-
plex, which houses the PCR, offic-
es of the armued police
coustabulary, two battalion head-
guarters and the police hospital,

As the exchange of fire contin-
ued, the Army and BSF personnel
wete called i and the entire area
cordoned off.

The entire area, resounding
with the sound of gunfire. resem-
bled a war zone, an evewitn
said. )

even children among
slain in Kashmir village

The Minister of State for Home
and Law, Mr, Mushtaq f.one, and
the DGP, Mr. A. K, Suri, rushed to
Srinagar from here to take stock
of the sitnation.

Meanwhile, a Lashkar spokes-
man said only one militant of the
group was killed and that the oth-
er person dead was a civilian.

Fernandes’ assurance

A high-level Central team led by
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, which arrived in Sri-
nagar this morning, assured the
Sikh community that adequate
steps would be taken to protect
them.

The team, which included the
Minister for Chemicals, Mr. 5.5.
Dhindsa, the Minister of State for
Civil Aviation, Prof. Chaman Lal
Gupta, the SGPC president, M. J.
S, Talwandi, the vice-chairman of
the National Minorities Cormmis-
sion, Mr. Trilochan Singh, the
Delhi GPC chairman, Mr. Avtar
Singh, and the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, Mr. S. 5. Ahtuwalia, discussed
the Mehjoor Nagar tragedy, in
which 6 Sikhs were shol dead.

Mr. Fernandes conveyved the
heartfelt sympathies of the Prime

Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, and

said the Government was aware
of the trauma the Sikhs were go-

ing through. Al aspects of the |
(ragedy were being discussed and

Inepholes in the security network
were being fooked mto, he said.
The team impressed upon the
Sikhs not to migrate from the
Kashpalr Valley as it would only
cgaipound the problem and tulfill
e militanis’ designs.

Farooq asks foreign militants—'
to leave:yg\\.}g



Militants kilt 15 in
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Jammu

carnage since truce

The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: In the worst camnage in
the Jammu region since the unilat-
c¢ral Ramzan ceasefire, nlitants
killed at least 15 members of three
families at Salohi village in the sen-
sitive Budhal tehsil of Rajouri dis-
trict late on Friday night.

The Rajouri police said on
Saturday that the three houses tar-
geted by 15 armed militants
helonged to three village defence
committee members, The carnage
occurred when the families were
believed to have been asleep.

The police said that according to
preliminary reports, the militants
made holes in the roofs of the mud
houses and lobbed hand grenades.
Later, they set the houses on fire.

Fifteen charred bodies have
been recovered so far.

The camage occurred when chiet
minister Faroog Abdullah was in
Delhi to review
the security sit-
uaticn in the ;
state with ]
Prime Minister
Atal  Behari
Vajpayee and ;
other central |
ministers. It is
believed  to
have been per-
- petrated by
. loreign merce-
- narics who are
[especially
opposed to the
ceasefire. It fits into the pattern of
attacks on the police in the Valley
since Friday. Since the Ramzan
ceasefire. the militants have been
targeting not only the camps of the
security forces, but special police
officers, village defence committee
members and suspected civilian
mcmbers of the security forces,
apart from indiscriminately causing
civilian casualties.

Although detailed reports were
still awailed, first reports said that
a nearby army unit swung into
action on Saturday morning and,
with local civilians, did the rescue
work. The army (roops also

REQUIEM WITH FLOWERS
e . e

launched a search operation
around the village.

The police said the remote vil-
lage was about a 12-hour walk
from Rajouri through arduous ter-
rain and, uniil last reports, a police
party was still to reach the spot.

Meanwhile, in Srinagar, at least
eight police personnel and two mil-
ttants were kifled in the exchange
of fire between militants and secu-
rity forces after fidaveen {(death
squad} militants tried to storm the
Srinagar police control  room
(PCR} here on Friday evening,

Inspector-general of police,
Kashmir range, A K. Bhan. said the
militants disembarked [rom a taxi
at the gate of the PCR at about
7.30 pm. on Friday and hurled
grenades and also fired at the
policemen deployed at the gate. In
the exchange of fire, which contin-
ued for 13 hours, eight policemen
and two mili-
tants were
killed. Seven
policemen and
two  civilians
sustained
injuries,  the
IGP said. The
Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba militant out-
fit, claiming
. responsibility,
said that only
militant  Abu
Malviya was
killed.

Security forces also killed two
militants on Saturday during an
encounter  at  Chanderban in
Kulgam in Apantnag district. In
the exchange of fire, the house
occupied by the militants caught
firc. Militants also hurled a
grenade at a patrol party of the
security forces at Awantipora here
on Saturday, injuring seven securi-
tymen and threc pedestrans,
according to a police spokestman.

Militants also shot and injured a
National Conference activist and
villager, while one constable, Riyaz
Ahmed, was killed at his native
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‘PM chalks policy t top Si%gg }nigr\afﬁi}m

Qur Potitical Pureau
WEV DELHI @ FEBRUARY

3 HIGH-LEVEL wmeeting, chaired by

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,

on Friday finalised a two-pronged
strategy to prevent the migration of minority
Sikhs from the Valley.

The proposals fvolve enhancing of secu
rity in and around 135 vitlages dominated by
the community and providing more avenues
for employment to the Sikh youths.

Int & further hid to restore the confidence
of the community, a three-member ministeri-
al team, headed by defence minister George
Fernandes, will visit the Sikh hamlets n the
Valtey on Saturday,

The other members of the team are Union
chemicals and fertitisers minister 8.5, Dhindsa
and minister of state for ¢ivil aviation Chaman
Lal Gupta,

At the meering convened by Mr Vajpavee
in the wake of the killing of five Sikhs in
Srinagar earlier this week, the Centre and the
Jammm and Kashmir government on Friday
agreed upon increasing the deployment of
security personnel in the Sikb-dominated vil-
lages in the Valley.

It was proposed during the discussions
attended by the Union home minister, Mr
1.X. Advani, the external affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Siugh, the defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes, Mr 5.8 Dhindsa, Mr
Chaman Lal Gupta, Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Faroog Abdnlish and national
security adviser Brajesh Mishra that more
para-military and police posts should be set
up in these villages.

Mr Abdullah demanded that at least
5,000 special police officers (SPOs) be
deploved in the Valley. He was informed by
home minister LK. Advani that 3,600 posts
af $P0s had already been sanctioned, but Mr
Abdullah insisted upon being provided
another 2,000 officers.

Some of these SPOs could be posted in the

STILL LIFE: Security personnel patrol the
Dal Lake in Srinager to instil confidence
among tourisis visiting Kashmir, — P71

Sikh-dominated clusters and provided
weapons io guard the villagers against mili-
tant aftacks, he proposed.

Besides the enhanced security measures,
the mesting acknowledged the need to
improve employment avenues for the Sikh
youths to prevent their exedus from the
Valley.

Some of the suggestions that came up
incinded induction of Sikh youths into central
paramilitary forces, including the BSF and
CRPF and imparting training for their
amployment as home guards.

The Economic Time:
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Mr Abdullah offered Yo ‘explore jo
avenues {or the Sikhs in the state, even as
was decided that fhe vacankies in cemim
offices and banks located I the swate woul
be identified for recruitiment of members
the minarity comyaity.

The chief minister later told agencies th
emplovment wowld be provided to Sik
vouths at a “rapld rate” in a bid to resob
their grievances.

#r Dhindsa too voiced “satisfaction™ ove
the twa-pronged strategy worked out at tf
meeting and said he had “fell hope™ that tt
64,000-strong Sikh community, spread |
133 hanlets in the state, would give up €
idea of migrating from the Valley.

It mav be recalled that Friday's high-lev
meeting followed an observation by BIP pre
ident Bangaru laxman on Thursday that t}
angoing cease-fire should be reviewed in i}
wake of militanis’ killing of five Sikhs
Mehijoornagay area of Srinagar earlier th
week,

- J&K militants storm
police headquarters

Srinagar
v .3 FEBRUARY N

A'FOUR-MEMBER suicide. squad of mil
tants siormed the heavily-guarded -polie
headquarters here on Friday evening killin

one policeman and injuring two others,
The militants threw grenades at th
main gates of the police ca-ordination cet
e at 1910 hours and siormed it, offick
sources said. Intense firing was going o
and security forces had cordoned off 1b
area. This is the first major attack by mil
tants on police headquarters duving the ses
ond extensicn of the cease-fire in Kashmi
— PT1
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — The Vaj-
payee government, under pres-
sure from the Opposition to spell
out its beyond-ceasefire perspec-
tive in Jammu and Kashmir and
the escalated militant attacks in
the Valley, is considering more
“peace steps” that include sane-
tioning the Hurriyat team’s visit
to Pakistan.

Pakistan’s efforts to regain
the lost “diplomatic advantage”
in the post-ceasefire scene has
also reportedly added to the ur-
gency to “move ahead.”

The onus of breaking new
ground is mainly on the Prime
Minister's Office; the ceasefire
move was conceived and execu-
ted at its initiative ~ with the
ministries of external affairs,
home and defence playing only
supporting roles.

An influential section in the
home and external affairs min-
1stries had been — and are still
~ less than enthused by the
PM’s moves. National Confer-
ence has been opposing the
move vis-a-vis Hurriyat for po-
litical reasons. -

Highly-placed sources say the
PMO’s argument is that sane-
tioning the Hurriyat visit, de-
spite the stated official reserva-
tions about some leaders, will
send a strong signal ta the peo-
nle of the Valley and, more im-

of J&K p

por tanth o international
(ummuntt_‘ about India’s seri-
ausness on the peace initiative.

Omn the other hand, keeping
the Hurmyat waiting has also
paid dividends.

First, the long wait has prob-
ably punctured the Hurriyat
leaders' “over-estimated notion
of zelf importance”. Secand, by
overcmphasising reservations
about leaders like the pro-Paki-
stan (Geelani. the government
hoped to have conveyed the “li-
mited borders” within which
the Hurriyat can initiate a dia-
logue with Islamabad.

On a tactical front, a failure (as
widely expected) of the Hurriyat
initiative will discredit the out-
fit and put the blame for “failing
to positively respond to the Indi-
an initiative” on Pakistan.

Alaa, the recont statements of
Gieneral Musharraf (after the
traditional India-bashing on
“Kashmir Solidarity Day”},
sympaihising with earthquake
victims and, more importantly,
his desire to “cooperate” with “a
helpless Mr Vajpayee, surroun-
ded by hardliners,” are seen on-
Iy as calenlated moves by Is-
lamabad to regain its image of
being “a peace-secker or a vic-
tim of India’s non-cooperation,”
an image India wrested
through the ceasefire.

Sources say, it is, thus, impor-
tant 10 take more “peace steps”
to sustain India’s diplomatice

easefire not end
eace sieps

edge.

Even as the Oppuosition
mainly the Congress and ux
Left — accuses the Centre of
lacking the “long-term” perspec.
tive in its peace initiative, gov-
ernment officials say the cease-
ire move was more diplomatic
posturing, and it is too early
expect a dramatic result.

They also say 1that the exten-
sion of the ceasefire despite an
upsurge in gttacks - ranging
from the Red Fort attack to the
one on Dr Farooq Ahdullab -
coincided with the change of
guard in Washington, a crucial
“behind-the-scenes”™ player on
the Kashmir front; it was the
Vajpayee government’s
keenness te assure the Bush
administration of its intention
on Kashmir front.

The government is alzo mak-
ing conscious efforts, with an
eye on the Jstamabad-Beiling
axig, to “normalise” Sino-Indi-’
an ties. Efforts are alse being
made, like inviting the Aigevi-
an President as chief guest on’
Republic Day and the external
affairs minister, Mr Jaswant
Singh, visiting Saudi Araba, to
earn Islamic natioms’ goodwill.

The attacks by outfits such as
Lashkar-e-Toiba on sen=itive
targets like Sikhs, hasut comoe
as a surprise to the governmeen:
as it was expected to do every-
thing possible to foil the vense-
fire,

-
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T IS entirely understandablelthar the

devastating earthquake in |Gujarat

should have distracied Newt Delhi's

attention from the immediate task of
sustaining the “peace offensive” in Kash-
mir. But natural disasters need not torally
patalyse diplomats and strategists, and
the Gujarat tragedy has certainly not
slowed down the vendors of terrorism in
Tammu and Kashmir. Fven then a section
of the Kashmiri “separazist” leadership
has felt the pain of suffering in Gujarat,
And, not to be left behind, Pakistan has
sent planeioads of relief material, though
it is a different matter that the practitio-
ners of institutionalised cussedness in
New Dethi and Islamabad have negated
the civility of a telephonic conversation.
11 any case, anly three weeks are left be-
fore the Vajpayee Government's latest
“ceasefire’’ pertod comes 1o an end, and
sponer than later the establishment will
have 1o do something to demaonstrate that
it has not lost the initiative.

1t is perhaps a reflection of the Vaj-
payee Governmert's political fragility,
more from within than outside, as well as
of a lack of conceptual boldness that the
Pritne Minister's strategy of “Kashmir
ceasefire” remains mired in tentativeness
and good intentions. On the one hand, he
and his advisers remain unsure of the
Gavernment's capacity 1o absorb the do-
mestic political costs of o possible failuse
af the peace strategy. and, on the other,
there seems to be no convergence of per-
spectives and views within the Govern-
ment on the correctness of the strategy.
The result is frustration as neither the
“peace-makers”  por the  practical
“toughies”, within the Vajpayee Govern-
ment, are able to force the momentiom.

Two extensions of the “ceasefire” and
yet there is no clear-cut answer to the
guestion whether the "solution™ to the
Kashmir problem is a matier to be sorted
oHut berween New Delhi and Islamabad or
whether “peace” is an objective o he
pursued between New Delhi and Srina-
gar. The inevitable result is that it s now
possible for anyone — from the incorrigi-
bly anti-Pakistani veices within the For-
eign Office to the machos within the
intelligence community, to the Home
Ministry leadership, to the Faroog Abdud-

o/ What next in Kashmir?

By Harish Khare

e

The peace-makers in New Delhi have to understand
that the jehadis’ long-term game plan can be frustrated
only by an alternative promise of a democratic federal
Indian state, committed to a genuine accommodation

of the Kashmiri nationalist sentiment.

lah dynasty — ta derail the Prime Minis-
ter’s  strategy; needless to add, the
naysayers get more than adequate sup-
port from their counterparts in Pakistan.

Even among thaose who believe that the
Kastonir problent is to be basically settled
between Now Dethi and Islamabad, there
is no agreement whether General Pervez
Musharral is the man who can deliver;
and though there may be people who be-
fieve that he is not guite the man 1o do
business with, nobody seems to have a
clear-cut idea of what can be done with

Delhi gave him o hit of @ purchase on
tatks. I this argument has nat been
bought entirely in all the relevant comers
of the Vajpayee Gavernment, itis because
the Genertal has been singularty unappre-
ciative of the Pritme Minister’s domestic
constraints; and this practised denseness
has emboldened the hardliners, politicat
and bureaucratic, on the Indian side.

If it is not possible in the near futuce to
sort things out with Geperal Musharraf's
Pakistan, will it be worth the effort o oy
to address the sources of alienation and

the incumbent Chief Executive. Then  separatism within Jammu and Kashmie?
there are doubts about the When last April, after the
General Saheb's control aver STATECRAFT  then U5 President, Mr. Bill

his own Corps Commanders,
his willingitess o rontrol the jehadis and
ability 10 take on the fundamentalist
forces, There is always some incident or
statement which can be cited to sustain
the argument that it would be futile and
castly to trust the Chief Executive. The
General himsell seemns 10 have no control
over his rhetoric and continues o pre-
tend as if it is still within Pakistan’s capac-
ity to impose such heavy costs on the
“ground” in India that New Delhi has no
option bur o talk to hio. For an army
man, the General seems to have devel-
oped the same penchant that demago-
gues incurably have for bluff and hluster.

However, General Musharraf's imita-
tions and computsions are obwious and
cannot really be helped. The guestion
that New Delhi needs to answer for itsell
is whether a Kashmir peace strategy can
still be pursued in a way that would sur-
mount those limitations and help him
cope with the compusions. A whole host
af Western official visitors have tried 1o
impress upon theiy Indian interlocutors
that the good General was realiv oot a
jehadi and that he would be able 10 1ake
at the fundamentalists provided New

THE HINDU
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Clinton's visit to this part of
the world, the Vajpayee Govermment de-
cided to release the Hurriyat leaders, the
move was seen as the opening gambit ina
well thought-out game plan. In retro-
spect, it is clear that New Dalhi did nat
have a game plan; it had just a vagoe hope
that ostce the Hurdivat leaders were sut of
jail they would be able to discern and act
according to the popular arge in Kashmir
fur peace. But New Dellyi had not reck-
oned with the cunning of a Farpog Ab-
dutlzh, who responded cleverdy with his
“autonamy’ card; on the other hand, the
Majid Dar faction of the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen announced a unilatetal ceaselire. A
deeply divided APHC found jtselt by-
passed by the rush of events as it now
finds itself flummoxed by New Delhi's
uneertain pursuit of the Rumadhan cea-
sefire strategy.

Nothing characterises this uncertainiy
than the fact that for nearfy ren mondhs
there has been no face-to-face fureraction
between the Government and the APRC
leadership. Well-meaning intetinediaries
have helped to establish proxy contfacts:
but, these mediations ipso Tacio lack au-
thoritativeness and legitimacy. Insicad,

an entively unproductive controversy has
been whipped up over the question of
passports fur this or that metnber of the
pioposed Harrivat delegation to Pakistan.
while this policy gueasiness has some-
thing to do with the divisions at the high-
est tevel in Noew Delki, it has nonetheless
allowed Pakistan to maniputate the dif-
ferent perspectives within the Horriyat.

jfaving demonsirated that the Indian
state frad the staying power and no
amuount of jehadi exertions would be suf-
ficient 1o dictate a military solution to the
Kashmiy "problem’, New Delhi, it seens
fogical, should find ways and means of
engaging the separatist elements in some
kind of dialogue. Having established
demonstratively the limited eflicacy of
ihe jehadi’s gun, 3t becomes incumbent
on New Delhi to prove the efficacy of dia-
logue. Those whe have come to fenms
with the futility of the gun need to he
given the space to convince fellow-seces-
sionists that there is ao dishonour in ex-
ploting the peace option.

The operative part has to be an “hon-
arable” accammedasion of the Kashmini
vationalist sentiment, Notwithstanding
the history of Pakistani intransigence and
purfidies, we owe it to ourselves not to
lose sight of our gwa history ol amissions
and coimnmissions or of our record of arro-
gance and callousness that contributed in
the first place 1o dissadstfacton, alien-
atton and separatist urges in Kashmir, i is
always possible o fall for the false and
contrived categorics of “our Kashmiris”
and “their Kashinirds”, An Indian democ-
racy, anchored in the collective moral
self-assurance of its civil society, can no
jonger afford 1o make these bogus dis-
tinctions. For decades we have sought to
deny the genuineness of the Kashmiri na-
tionalist sentiment, and in the process
have lost the right to isist that Kashmin
nationalistn remains true to its own dem-
ocratic pretensions and must be respect-
ful to all elements in the muldeadturat
Kashmir society. The peace-makers in
New Delhi have to understand that the
jehadis’ long-term game plan can be frus-
rrated anly by an alternative promise of a
democratic federat lndian stace, commit-
ted to i genaine accommodation of the

Kashimiri natonalist semimem./



/Fgrooq, Centr.
differ on J&K |

£ ceasefire 1/
he

NEW DELHI, Feb. 7. =
Centre and the J&K chief'min-
ister, Dr Farooq Abdullah, hold
divergent views on ‘unilateral
ceasefire’ in the state. A Con-
gress delegation led by Dr Man-
mohan Singh met the Prime
Minister and the home minister .

/ yesterday and discussed the

Kashmir situation. According
to the Congress, Dr Abdullah
was opposed to continuing the
ceasefire in J&K. The Centre,
some Congress leaders said,
favoured extension of ceasefire.
Dr Abdullah, on the other
hand, appraised the Centre on
the actual situation in Kash-
mir. There was no let up in the
terrorists attack on security
forces and innocent civilians in
the three months of the cease-
fire, he said. According to offi-
cial sources, Dr Abdullah is al-
so worried about the increas-
ing terrorist attacks on the
state police and the state gov-
ernment’s failure to flush out
the suspected terrorists during

the ceasefire. — SNS/
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‘Kashmir policy lacks perspective: Cong

HT Corredpondent 3(“/' ,%
New Delhi, February 7 -\
WHILIL: THE Congress today reit-
crited its support for any peace
Initiative i the Valley, it added
that ihe Government's Kashinir
policy lacked "a fong-lerm perspec-
tve”.
The party's remarks camc a day
Calter a four-member Congress del-
cgation met Prime Minister Atal
Bihaii Vajpayee to discuss the
NDA regime’s Kashmir policy.
The team included Muanmohan
singh, Arjun Singh, Natwar Singh
and Ghulam Nabi Azad.

Azad bricfed reporte offt the
two-hour-long mecting wth the
PM. He said there was no dinloguc
between the Government and
Opposition parties on the Kashmir
issuc,

"Even vesterday's mecting was
our initiative. But we appreciate
that the PM acceded to our
request  for  a  meeting  and
arranged a comprechensive brief-
ing,” he said.

The Congress leaders were given
a 30-minute video presentation on
the situation m the Valley before
and after the ceasefice. Prime
Minister Vujpayvee, Home Minister

— e

I. K Advani, Forcign Minister
Jaswant Singh and Defence
Mrister  George  Fernandes
attended the meeting.

During the meet, Congtess lead-
crs expressed their concern over
the recent attacks on Sikhs in
Srinagar. Azad said that when sev-
cral  Sikhs  were killed in
Chhittisinghpora, the PM was told
to ensure that such attacks were
not repeated. "It js unfortunate
that no concrete steps were taken
to beef up security," Azad said.

He said there was no coordina-
tion hetween the Central and Statc
Governments,

- HINDUSTAN TS
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The Union ministers and Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah issued contradic-
tory statements on the ccasefire
extension, he said.

The Congress said RSS chief K
Sudarshan deserved a "doctorate
for inventing theories" on the
Babri Masjid demolition, Azad
said the RSS chief began with the
bomb theory, then accused PWD
employees for the demolition and
the latest theory was that the PV
Narasimha Rao Government was
invelved. “This is another artempt
by the RSS to mislead the masses
on a scositive issue,” he added.
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TIHE GUNNING DOWN of six persons helonging
to the Sikh community in Srinagar last Saturday,
an obvious and desperate attempt by the pan-
Islamic militant groups o saitlle the tenvous
peace process now under way in Jammu and
Kashinir i qualitatively somewhat different in
that it 45 2 fol moie siister than the ones made
earlier. -iace (e warilateral ceaselire declaration
by the Government of India on the eve of Ram-
zan in Novenher 20000 By and large, the targets
in the previous attacks were persons/estabiish-
menis that symbaotised the national honour or
represente.d the state aurhority, civil or military.
Hon earlier oceasions the fikes of Laskhar-e-Tai-
ba, Jarmait-ul Mujanideen, Jaish-e-Mohammad
and cterad slgahidees touk credit, this time
drutied o esser kowl group. which calls irself
A Qasin | bas ciatmed respoasibilitv. In picking
o Aoyt corinunity, the terrorist elements
have souglhit to veelise then ebjective by playing
upor ihe highiy sensitive religious [actor to cre-
ate a sense of inscourity and panic among its
member< and thereby el pressure on the se-
curite agzepeies (o bieach the ceaselire. Ajong
Wi G nanimnghipora episode ol March last
yvear wihen A5 sikhis were kidled, this is scen as a
part of the pro-Pakistan militant cutlits” game-
plan {or ethuic-clearsing of the Valey.
Covenomyis gontext, it s imperative for the
Centril and Siate Guvernmonts as well as the
peopie, especialiy the Sikh community, not o
react in a manner thal woudd snly serve the causce
of those pempotrating such dastordly acts. The
attack has been quite correctly, condemned by
all partic- across o poithdal speottum pation-
wide. While wiveling ol owrage aniong the Sikhs,
as the ones at the receiving eodd of the militants’
aitacks, 15 rectainly understandalyle, prudence
demands that amy Drecipitae action which will
have the etfect of jeopardising the angoing peace
process s scrupulously avoided. This casts a spe-
cial responsibility on the political feadership in
general — not just of the Sikh segiment —- and,
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HEIGHTENING PROVOCATION ¢

more importantly, on the Governimentso inspire
confidence in them. The four- member Yeam de-
puted by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payec, to Srinagar for a spot assessment has 11s
task cut out: atlay the apprehensions of the peo-
ple i the area about their security. Impassioned
appeals for calm and restraint have to be
maiched by concrete and credible measures for
improvemnent in the situation on the ground.

As for the response of the adminjstration
and the security forces, it should of course be
their endeavour to track down the culprits and
step up vigil against possible violent backlash
through measures to defuse tension. In both the
areas, their track record has been quiie dismal. If
anvthing, their reaction has tended to be exag-
gerated, skewed or even coercive; there is no run-
ning awav from the disturbing phenomenon of
such occurrences almost invariably resulting in
the state agencies resorting to repressive ways. In
fact. it is no secret that such a conduct on the part
of the law enforcement agencies and security
forces was one of the causes for the alienation of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir which, in turn,
contributed to the growth of militancy. A more
recent testimony is available in the security
forces’ response to the Chattisinghpora massacre
by militants which occurred on the eve of the
then U.5. President, Mr, Bill Clinton's visit to In-
dia. The brarzenncess with which some innocent
civilians were branded as ‘terrorists’, held re-
spousible for the killings, shiot in an ‘encounter’
and buried post haste (as established subse-
quenily, tharks to public protest and judicial in-
iervention) is a sure way of causing disaffection
amang the people. One hopes the security per-
sonnel and the powers that be have learnt the
right lessons from it. As for the ceasefire irself,
despite the continuing and highly provocative at-
tempts @l sabotage, the initiative needs to be sus-

lained without of gourse lowering the guard |
any manner, j
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_STE confident of nabbiﬁg‘"\?éé;ap )an soon

S By Our Siaff Reporter Mg) j

MALAMPUZHA (PALAKKAD), Feh. 4. The Special
Task Barce (STF1 led by two DIGs, and the
Border gecurity Force (BSE) engaged in search
aperatiems to nab the brigad. Veerappan, are
concenerating in the Walavar and Mulampuz-
[ta forests which fall in the unigue 'Palakkad
Gap' where a4 40-km gap opeits up e Western
Ghats to Kerala.

According to STF sources. Veerappan is now
at & loose end in the Walavar forests as he does
not have enough food items, medicine, money
and communication facilities, The gang had
left much of these behind when they were
spotted by the STE at the Chemmanthymalain
Palakkad furests on Friday. The gang escaped
narrawly when the SUF fired at Veerappan and
his two assaciates, Chandran and CGovindan.

The 1GP (North Zane), Mr. Alphonse Louise
[rayil. told presspersons at Malampuzha today
that top STF officials expressed conlidence
that they would be able to capture Veerappan
in a day or twe dead of alive,

The Karmataka police had issued a shool-ar-
sight order against Veerappan. The Kerala po-
lice was extending all help o the STT, he said.

On Saturday night, the STF opened fire at a
seven - mentber gang at Parapetti in Chemn-
manthymala where Vecrappan was spotted on
Friday. Raghu of Idukki districr of Kerala was
captured and is under police custady. On in-

terrogation, he said that they came to the for-
est (o buy ganja. The area has large areas
under ganja cultivation.

The Walayar Sub-Inspector of Police, Mr.
Sasidharan, said thai they had information
about ganja gardens in the area but were not
carrying out any raid because of the oper-
ations to nab Veerappan.

The STF and Kerala police today began a
massive combing operation in the Malampuiz-
ha forests, the fag-end of the Palakkad gap, to
prevent the Veerappan gang from moving to
this area from the Walayar forests. Today also
Tamil Nadu Government helicoplers were
used in search operations over the Walayvar
forests. The entire Walayar tiils are now um-

Waiting car seized

By Our Staff Reporter

PALAKKAD, FEB. 4. The Palakkad police today
took into custody a new Maruti Esieem,
which, according to an anonymous STD call,
was meant to pick Veerappan up. The Wa-
layar police station found the car — without a
registration number — after a search in the
outer Walayar area, Damaged number plales,
including an incomplete new one (KL7-4),
were found inside the car.

The Superintendent of Police, Mr. Tomin J.
Thachankeri, confirmed this.

THE HINDU
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der the contrat of the STI and the Kerala po-

lice, The raihway line passing through the

Walayar forests from Palakkad to Coimbatore
is guarded by the STE and all the roads are
heing putrelled by the security forces.,

All the entry points into Kerala are guarded
by the State police and a thorough check is
done on vehicies.

The STF is positioned in the Malabar Ce-
ments Limited mining area in the Chemman-
thymala forests and other arcas.

Combing operations in the Malampuzha,
Lival and Akamalavaram and Kaba forests on
rthe other side of the Malampurzha Dam began
roday with hundreds of ST personnel spread-
ing out in the area. The Kerala police has sent
1.000 men. The nperations were supervised by
Mr. Alphonsc Louise Trayil, the DIG (Middle
Zone) Mr. Maheshkumar Singla, and 1he Pa-
lakkad S8, Mr. Tamin. 1. Thachankeri.

Night combing operations

The §TF 5P, Mr. Ashok Kumar Das, in-charge
of operations in the Kerala side. told The
Hindu here that a time-frame for nabbing
Veerappan could not be given now when the
aperations were in full swing.

Mr. [Das, who is camping in Malampuzha
along with the lop police officials of Kerala
police, said the STT had began night combing
aperations in the Malumpuzha forests from
today using night vision equipment.
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~Violence mars Jammu bandh

|
l
|
|
|
|
f

By Shujaat Bukhari H’p '

JAMIMU, FEB. 5. At least one person
was killed and three others in-
jured when security forces
opened fire to quell a violent mob
in the Narwal area here today
during the bandh called in protest
against the killing of six Sikhs in
Srinagar on Saturdav. As the sjt-
uation deteriorated, the Army was
called in to enforce prohibitory
orders.

A number of vehicles were set
ablaze, Gavernment offices ran-
sacked and over 40 people, in-
cluding 30 policemen, injured as
the demonstraters fought pitched
battles with the police.

The authorities were forced to
impeose indefinite curfew in Jam-
mu and Udhampur towns where
several Sikh ovganisations called a
bandh today. The bandh was sup-
ported by the BIP, the Shiv Sena
and some other parties. Defying
the prohibitory orders, Sikhs took
out processions in the Gandhi
Nagar, Nanak Nagar, Digiana,
Simbal and Narwal areas raising
slogans against the Government,
militants and Pakistan.

The situation took an ugly turn
in the Narwal area when a few
bundred Sikhs tried to enter a
maosque. Efforts to stop them
frora doing so failed and the po-
lice resorted ta a lathicharge and
burst teargas shells, The demon-
strators, however, marched ahead
and the BSF personnel deployed
there opened fire to disperse the
mob. At least four Stkhs received
bullet injuries. While one Mahin-
der Singh of Anantnag died of in-
juries in hospital later another of
the injured, Jeevan Singh, was air-

lifted to the PGI, Chandigarh.

The Armv was then deployed in
the sensitive Gandhi Nagar, Na-
nak Nagar localities and the Mus-
lim-dominated Residency Road
and Ustad Mohalla areas. While it
was said the BSF opened fire
against the mob, an official re-
tease issued in the evening

Farooq faces
Sikh ire
By Our Special Correspondent

JAMML, FEB. 5. The Chief Minister,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, today faced
the ire of hundreds of Sikhs at
the Mehjoor Nagar Gurdwara in
Srinagar. The Sikhs had gathered
to protest the killing of six of
their community on Saturday.
Dr. Abdullah arrived along with
the Governor, Mr. G.C. Saxena,
and a Ceniral team led by the
Union Minister for Chemicals
and Fertilizers, Mr. 5.5. Dhindsa.

The youth in particular turned
violent when they saw the Chief
Minister arrive at the Gurdwara
to extend sympathies to the com-
munity. He was accompanied by
Mr. Saxena, Mr. Dhindsa, the
Union Minister of State for Civil
Aviation, Prof. Chaman Lal Gup-
ta, the Minority Commission
Vice-chairperson, Mr, Trilochan
Singh, and senior BIP leaders Mr.
Vijay Kumar Malhotra and Mr.
S.S. Ahluwalia, but Dr. Abduilab
was singled out and not allowed
to enter the Gurdwara. However,
his security guards, with the help
of elderly Sikhs, managed to help
him in.

claimed thar the police had fired
in the air to quell the demonstra-
tors. The Jammu Divisional Com-
missioner, Mr. Anil Goswami, has
ordered a magisterial inquiry into
the incident,

Clashes betweenfthe protesters
and the police corfrinued til} late
in the evening. At lgast three vehi-
cles belonging to the police and
the Groundwater Commission
and two offices of the power and
excise departiments wete set
ablaze. Dozens of vehicles were
damaged in stone-throwing.

At least 40 people including a
photojournalist of the Hind San-
machar and 30 policemen were
injured in the clashes.
All-party meeting

The Chief Minister, I7t. Farooq
Abdullzh, who returned here
from Srinagar convened an all-
party meeting at his residence to
discuss the latest situation.

The curfew imposed on parts of
Srinagar yesterday was lifted from
seven pofice station areas as the
situation was stated to be well un-
der control,

Narrow escape
UNI reports:

Earlier, the Central team, on its
way to Srinagar, had a miraculous
escape after a poriion of the
screen of a BSF aircraft broke
while the plane was flying at a
considerable height. The pilot of
the beachcraft was able to bring
the plane down to safety from a
height of over 25,000 feet and re-
turned to Delbi. The party was
then seni to Srinagar on a Jet Air-
ways aircraft.




Six Sikhs

shot dead
., mear
inagar

S

PT1 & UN}

SRINAGAR, Feb. 4 —
Kashmir has been plunged int
" violence again with six Sikhs
| being killed and eight,
" including a woman, injured by
a group of men who fired
indiscriminately at Mahjoor
Nagar near this city last night.
An indefinite curfew has been
clamped on parts of Srinagar
and paramilitary forces posted.
Groups of youths, furious over
the killings, today stoned shops
and vehicles at o
Gandhinagar
and Nank Nag-
ar in Srinagar.
They

“PAK WARNING.

burnt ISLAMABAD, Feb. 4. — Gen despread con-

insecure” at Mahjoor Nagar.
They raised anti-India, anti-
Pakistan and anti-militant
slogans.

The Shiromani Akali Dal
(Badal) and Gurdwara Parb-
andhak Committee have called
a Jammu bandh tomorrow in
protest against the massacre.

This is the third attack on
Sikhs in the state in the past
one year. In May last year, 38
Sikhs were gunned down at
Chhattisinghpera, while in
March six Sikh truck drivers
_ were shot dead
on a highway.

The killings
have drawn wi-

tyres and bl- Musharraf today slammed ‘demnation.

ocked traffic at India for its “oppressive rule
Digiana on Ja- i in Jammu and Kashmir and . ratist

»

Even sepa-

leaders

mmu-Pathan- ; said that the peace initiative : like Mr Shabir

kote highway.
The bodies Hurriyat

this evening in

would not succeed unless Ahmad Shah
leaders
were cremated allowed to visit Pakistan.
Arrest warrants: A Tada Yaseen Malik,

were and the JKLF
chairman, Mr

the presence of court in Jammu has issued have expressed
the minister of an arrest warrant against concern.

state for home, | former J&K chief minister The BJP
Mr Mushtag , Mr GM 5hah and ordered ' chief, Mr Bang-
Ahmad Lone, bailable arrest warrants ag- , aru Laxman,
and the DGP,  ainst three Hurriyat leaders said the kill-

Mr AK Suri.

The Prime national slogans at a public , ther
Minister has - meeting in 1987, — PT]

B Details on page 8

formed a three-

member team, -
led by the chemicals and fer-
tilisers minister, Mr Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa, that will visit
Srinagar tomorrow to assess
the situation,

The BJP will also send a team
to the state.

Bodies of the slain Sikhs were
taken to a gurdwara at Mah-
Joor Nagar in a procession after
police handed them over to
relatives. A large number of
Sikhs gathered at the gur-
dwara and demapded that they
be allowed to take the bodies to
Jammu as-they were “feeling

“for allegedly raising anti- ings were ano-

attempt
- by terrorists to
sabotage of Mr
- Atal  Behari
Vajpayee’s peace initiative
The Hurriyat Conference and

Akali Dal (Amritsar) have -

called for a probe into the
massacre.

Ultras held: Punjab police
today arrested two Pakistan-
trained Babbar Khalsa mili-
tants, who aliegedly planned to
set off explosions in Delhi and
Punjab, and seized 9 kg of
PETN/RDX explosives and 15
kg of heroin, a report from
Jalandhar said.

¥ Photograph on page )8//"
r



‘Kashmiris

PRESS TRUSTOFINMIA

ISLAMABAD, Fah, 4. — en
Pervez Musharraf today bitter
Iy eriticised ndis. aceusing i of
“appressive” »nle in Kashmir
He demanded pacvisgion for
Hurriyat  lazders #n sl
Pakistan.

(This comes two days after he
telephonad Prirre Miniater Mr
Atal Behari Vajpovee 4o ox:
press sympathise for asrih
quake vigtims ir Tujar

On the svs of "%

o

2

£F
1
¥

solidarity daw” heing of
observed here, Gen Musharral
iterated Pakistarn’z “moral,
palitical and diplematic sap-
port to the Kashmirie' strugrle
to achieve the right for ceif-
determination”.

“The Kaghmir disputs ic rot a
territerial dispute hetswwaen fwg
countries. ¥ i ahont the ¥ i
the peaple of Kaghmir o decide
their future by themselves ™ ha
said, adding Jslamabad had
“receritly taken sevaral ctepes T
the commencement =of a
Pakistan-India dialogne with
the participation of Hurivat
Conference for a peacaful settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute.”

“We call upon Indiz to ... take
a positive decision o1 the visit
of the Hurriyat delegation to
1wihes delay
ely to our
peace initiatives,” the wilitary
ruler said.

He said Pakisian was firmly
commitied to seeking a peace-
ful settlement of the Kaskmir
dispute in accordancs with UN
Secarity Counci] resclutions,

Gen Musharraf's talest atiack
on India came bavdly two days
after he spoke to Mr Vajpayee
over the phene 1o axpress his
sympathy with guake victims.

Later addressing the Press
here in ¢onnaction with Kash-
mir Solidarity Day to be
observed =zl! ove:r Pakistan
tomorrow, the Falistan foraign
minister, Mr Abdul Satiar, said
not much has been achieved
with month-by-menth exien-
sion of cesseflte in Kashmir
other than India seeking
concassions ov monthly basis.

@

An injured Satinder Kaur in a
* Srinagar hospital on Sunday. She
was injured in a shootout that
killed six people. — AP/PTI

Instead of axtending ceasefire

¢r a monthly basis. he said 7
india should look for speeding '

up the recent peace initiatives
by permitting the Huriiyat
delegation to visit Islamabad.

Qroting Hurriyat leaders, Mr -

Sattar said that human rights
viglatione by Indian security
forces have baen continuing in
Kashmir despite the cessation
af hostilities by India.
Warvants: A Tada court here
has issined arrest warrants
against fermer Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Mr GM
Shah and eight others, a report
from Jammu said. The court
ordered bailable arres’
warrants against three
Hurriyat Conference leaders
for allegedly raising anti-
national slogans at a public
meeting in Srinagar in 1987
Tha district and sessicns
Judge. Mr Sain Dass, yesterday
1ssued hailable arrest warrants
to Hurriyat leaders — Mr Syed

Ali Shah Geelani, Mr Abdul,

Gani Lone and Mr Mohamm
Yasin Malik, facing trial i
Tada court but wer
appearing before it.

not
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“Curfew in Srinagar after

. PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

i SRINAGAR, FEB 4 % Qg

PPREHENDING trou-
ble in the wake of killings
f Sikhs by militants on

Saturday, an indefinite curfew was
clamped on parts of Srinagar today
and para-military forces deployed
astension ran high in the city.

Bodies of six Sikhs killed in Sat-
urday’s attack were taken to a gurd-
wara at Mahjoornagar here in a
procession after they were handed
over o relatives at the
police control room.

r large number of Sikhs, furi-
ous over the killings, assembled at
the gurdwara and said they would
not allow cremation of the bodies
till Central and state leaders visited
Mahjoornagar. They said they
would even take the bodies to
Jammu for cremation as "we are
feeling insecure here". Agitated
Sikhs also raised anti-India, anti-
Pakistan and anti-militant slogans.

The authorities imposed cur-
few in areas falling under 13 police
stations in Srinagar this morning as
a precaitionary measure, an offi-
cial spokesman said He said the sit-

NDIAN EXPRESL
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uatlonwastense ut! rcontrol.
At least six Sikls were killed
and eight others, including a

woman, injured when gunmen
fired indiscriminately on a group of
minority community at Mahjoor-
nagar on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Farooq Abdul-
lah today said the unilateral cease-
fire initiative in Kashmir would be
meaningless unless Pakistan reined
in militants operating from there.
He said, "Borders may be peaceful
but killings are going on in
the state.”

Sikh killings

PM sends team

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
has deputed a three-member team
1o visit Jammu and Kashmir.

The team, comprising state Minis-
ter for Givil Aviation Chaman Lal
Gupta, Minister of State for Chemi-
cal and Fertilizers S S Dhindsa and
National Commission for Minorities
member Tarlachan Singh, will be
leaving tommorow and submit its re-
port to the Prime Minster after visit-
ing the state.




Pak links success of peace

process with Hurri

O *\/
Isiamabad, February 4 7 \bl

PAKISTAN TODAY linked the
success of the yecent peace initia-
tives with Hurriyat leaders’ trip
1@ Islamabad. saving the delay in
e visit would not help the
process, and insisted that the
Kashmir issue could not be treat-
ed as o “territorial dispute”
between the two countrics.
Pakistan  Foreign  Minister
Abdul Sattar told a seminar here
that Islamabad, while responding
to New Delhis ceasefire, had
proposed a comprehensive for-
mula for a dialogue which includ-
ed the visit of Hurrivat leaders (o
Pakistan followed talks.
“Despite Pakistan's  positive
response to India's ccasctire, the

Indian Government has not cleared the travel docu-
ments of the Hurrivat leaders to visit Pakistan,”
Forcign Minister Abdus Sattar said unlcashing a bar-
rage of criticism against New Delhi, harely two days

- EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS

‘Stop terrorism’

finister
Jaswant Singh has said that talks with
Pakistan on the Kashmir mssue can
begin only when Islamabad stops
crogs-border terrorism.

“The government of [ndia as mitia-
tor of dialogue remains commitied to
dinlogue. But it is necessary thai con-
ducive atmosphere should be created
for that,” Singh told a Press confer-
enee at the conclusion of the fourth
jomt commission 1alks.

“We hope that condueive atmos-
phere shall be ereated by Pakistan by
not promoting cross-border terror-
tsm,” Singh said. P1I, Cairo

Wf\/ Lﬂ7 )
at visit

after an atmosphere ol bon-
homie was cteated by the tele-
phonic talk between Gen Pervez
Musharrat’ and Prime- Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayce.

He said delay in the visit of the
Hurriyat leaders was™not con-
ducive for continuing the peace
process”  and wreed Indiz Lo
immudiately wllow the trip.

Fle nsisted that  Pakastan's
peuce initiatives could  "succeed
only if Indta permits the Hurrivat
leaders to visit Istamabud fol-
lowed by talks between the two
countries o work oud g compre-
hensive sertlement.”

Sattar said Pakistun would “nut
agree to treat the Kashmir issuc
as a territorial dispute between
the two countries but will contin-

ue to insist on an amicable selution that mects the
aspirations of Kashmiris." the Mr Saltursaid after
India's ceasefire in Jamnta and Kashmir in November

last, the situation along the LaC had improved. {9)/
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There has been unusual
political activity in the
Valley as groups and
individuals, especially
within the Hurrivat, try
to position themselves to
respond to the new
development. There have
also been cynical
attempts by armed
groups of mainly foreign
provenance to disrupt the
ceasefire - they have
taken a heavy toll among
the innocent. Even so, the
ceasefire has eased the
burden on the local
Kashmiri people, at the
same time increasing the
dangers faced by the
security forces, which, to
their credit, they have
faced without flinching.
Where all this is leading
remains unclear.

The next step is not
apparent and in the
absence of a strong sense
of direction, one can fear
that nothing much may
materialise from this fine
initiative. There have
been some developments
that confuse the i%sue,
Hurriyat, the prime
interlocutor though not
the sole one, has been
given leave for its
spokesmen to go to
Pakistan in preparation
for the talks, which is an
enlightened move by the
government.

Yet there has been a
bogging down through
Hurrivat's well-
publicised difficulties in
selecting its team and the
“government's reported
reluctance to  issue
passporls to some of
them. Such problems are
only 1o be expected when
there is so wide a breach
of mistrust between the
parties. The trouble is
that secondary issues of
this nature have taken
centre  stage, pushing

the momentum and not
permit the process to be
overwhelmed by smaller
tactical considerations.

The projected visit to
Pakistan by Hurriyat
opens another range of
issues. It is mnot clear
what role, if any, is
envisaged for Pakistan in
the course now being

readied. The

government's acquie-
scence in the visit
amounts to a tacit
acceptance, however

indirect, that Pakistan is
not to be disregarded at
the present juncture,
even though it may have
no formal part to play.
Tripartite talks as
demanded by and on
behalf of Pakistan are
unacceptable to India --
rightly so, for this is an
anathema and can only
add immeasurable
complications to an
already deeply tangled
matter.

Yet durable peace will
not be attainable if
Pakistan feels it is being
pushed into the margin
and iz to be kept out of
the picture. The events of
last August, when the
ceasefire promoted by the
Hizbul Mujahideen was
aborted at Pakistan's
behest for precisely this
reason, should serve as a
reminder. If Pakistan is

are signs that there may
be a glimmering of a
thaw between them.

The Prime Minister's
New  Year musings
indicated as much, and
there have been other
hints that meetings of
officials, or even talks at
a higher level, may not be
as inconceivable today as
they seemed a few weeks
ago. A report that Pervez
Musharraf was being
invited to wisit India
turned out to be no more

than a rumour; that it
gained any kind of
currency bears witness to
the changing mood.

Relief supplies from
Pakistan for the victims
of the Gujarat
earthquake may have
eased relations between
the two countries. Not
that there is any decisive
shift: at beat one can see
a possible outline of re-
engagement. In this
interim between the
ceasefire and the talks, it
is only to ‘be expected
that the various interest
groups within Jammu
and Kashmir will stake
out their territory.

Questions of autonomy
for the state are likely to
be on the table when
talks start, and this is a
matter on which there
are many views in the
different regions of the

the Valley. Tri-
furcation is the
watchword, and
there is consi-
derable energy in
the demand for it.
The Jammu and
Kashmir gaovern-
ment's own
autonomy propo-
sals envisage no
less than eight
autonomous sub-
regions. Mean-
while, some
persuasive voices
call for regicnal
councils rather
than separation.
There are also the
grievances of the
displaced
Pandits. These
are all demands
that will need to
be addressed, and
they underline
the complexity of
the consultation

process which
should s00T
commence.

Without
adequate care,
such unresolved
issues can
submerge the
essential  effort

towards
reconciliation and
peace. The
important steps
already taken in

Kashmir now
need to be
elaborated and

promoted with a
sense of purpose
and commitment.
This is not to
imply that such a
sense is lacking:
it i3 that one is
hard pressed to
see the broader
plan and strategy.
A welter of
secondary  and
subsidiary isaucs
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(H asu apolo gy
Mldnapore

OUR BUREAU f)

Calcutta, Feb, 3: Jyoti Basu
today publicly apologised for not
being able to nip in the bud the vi-
olence in Midnapore during his
tenure as chief minister.

“Tmust apologise to the people
who suffered in the violence un-
leashed by the Trinamul Con-
gress in Midnapore. Armed Tri-
namul goons on motorcycles were
terrorising the pecple for a vear,
Yet the administration did not in-
formmy government of the gravi-
ty of the situation,” Basu told a
rally organised by the women's
wing of the CPM. .

Basu later told The Telegr-
aph that he had “no qualms” ab-
out admitting his fault. “I have to
take the responsibility because I
was then chief minister: I am defi-
nitely answerable to the peopie,”
he said.

At the meeting, Basti endorsed
the hard line being pursued by his
sucressor, Buddhadeh Bhat-
tacharjee, whe had yesterday
asked police to tackle with an iron
hand motorcycle-borne gangs.

Basu applauded the chief min-
ister’'s firmness, saying it was a
step in the right direction. *If we
had then taken the hard measures
we are taking now, the situation

%\W would not have wox\sened * Basu”

said,

The former chief minister had
earlier criticised the party and
the administration for the “inept
handling” of the Midnapore flare-
up. but this is the first time he has
publicly apologised over the
issue.

Today, too, Basu slammed the
administration and Front manag-
ers for not giving “due importan- |
ce” to the initial round of violence.

“It is still a mystery to me that
1 came to know about the viclence
in Midnapore only after a year,”
he said. “As chief minister, I
should have heen aware of them
much earlier.” He lashed out at
the Trinamul, saying attempts
were being made to let loose more
violence as Assembly elections
were round the corner.

The CPM women's wing
leader, Brinda Karat, resented the
inadequate representation of
women in politics. “I strongly feel
that women should be allowed to
play a more active role,” she said,

In the 1998 plenary in Calcutta,
Karat had walked out of the CPM
Central Cominittee protesting
against party leaders’ stand on
not inducting wemen in key deci-
sion-making bodies. She was later
reinducted into the panel. /
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N THE Kashmir of today. every dead-

line is like 2 Damocles sword ready o

snap the only link with hepe and sur-

vival. And the next deadline is Febru-
ary 26, the day on which New Delhi's latest
extension of the unilateral ceasefire wili
come to an end. ILis clear to even the most
casttal ohserver that unless there is a dra-
matic shift in established postures, and a
discernable change in the ground situa-
tion, the vnd of Lebruary may mark the
demise of one of the bravest atcempts to
generale a peace process in Jammu and
Kashnair.

Over two months ago, the Prime Minis-
ter's announcemnent of a unilateral cessa-
tion  of combat operations  against
militants in the State had brought hope
and expectation. But today, in the Kashmir
Villey particularly, a sense of refief at the
extension is being sinothered hy the recog-
nition that sustainable peace in the State
may remain elusive in the foreseeable fu-
ture.

Fundamentally, it is in the inability to
generate a meaningful diglogue between
New Delhi und separatist opinion, as rep-
resented by the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
cuce.  that  the peace process  is
fAoundering, even while Pakistan-spon-
sored militant outfits continue to spread
terror, and espevially target pro-Indian
canstituents within the Kashmiris, in cold
conteript of the unilareral ceasefire. Un-
less, therefore, the peace initiative begins
ter reveal visible dividends quickly, even
the Prime Mintster, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, will be constrained to call off New
Delhi’s baldest gesture. in recent years, to-
wards the Kashmiri people.

Bue has the ceasefire initiative led to any
tangible gains? Whao, in any case, is to
blame for the lauck of chvicus progress?
And can the incipient peace process be
prevented from being derailed? Perhaps
the biggest achievement of the Ramzan
inittative s the widespread acceptance
within the State that ceasefire was not a
tuctical manceuvre by the Central Govern-
ment to secure shorl-term advantage, but
rooted in a genuine desire, on part of Mr.
Vajpayee at the very least, to bring durable
prace to the State. Not surprisingly, the
Prime Minister's Musings from Kumara-
kom have struck the right chord. Indeed,
onc separatist leader recently went as far
as to suggest that no Prime Minister in-
cluding Nehru had been so bold and for-

e peace process in Kashmir

By Amitabh Mattoo

In the absence of a dialogue, a unilateral package
of economic and political incentives would be the

ri

t way to continue the peace process even
if the ceasefire has to be terminated.

Ay
thrig] tpin his resolve to settle the problems
of Kaghmir. And he echoed Mr. Vajpavee's
words: "In our scarch for a lasting solutian
w the Kashmir problem, both in its ex-
ternal and internal dimensions, we shall
not traverse solely on the beaten track of
the past’.

There is also no doubt that the Ramzan
initiative has been able to tap. in a sub-
stantial measure, the overwhelming senti-
ment against violence prevailing in the
State. There is sufficient evidence today,
{or instance, to indicate that on at least two
related fronts there has been significant
progress. First, there is widespread relief in
Kashmir at the end of the cordon and
search operations that were conducted by
the security forces and which unfortunate-
ly often led to harassment of ordinary in-
nocent civilians. This relief is slowly but
surely translating into a larger peace con-
stituency, and is gradually eroding the
powerful anti-Indian sentiment prevalent
particularly in the Kashmir Valley.

[n recent years, the single biggest source
of estrangement of the local population
from New Delhi was harassment by securi-
ty forces, and an end to this routine humil-
iation has taken away the biggest grouse of
the ordinary Kashiniri. What is particularly
reassuring is that the Central security
forces have, despite tremendous provoca-
tions. adhered by and large scrupulously
to the ceasefire. The same, however, can-
not be said for the local security outfits,
particularly the State task force, which —
on occasion — seem to have deliberately
disregarded the new terms of engagement.
However, the Kashmiris are sensitive
enough to make a distinction between the
Centre’s initiative and local forces that
may he seeking to disrupt the slow march
rowards peace.

Second, the ceascfire has also made it
possible to clearly identify and isolate
those outfits that are continuing to per-
petrate vielence. And the verdict is clear:
barring a few incidents, the two organisa-
tions that have demonstrated no sensitiv-
ity towards the powerful sentiment for
peace are the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the

Jaish-e-Mohammad. Both organisations
are led, manned, tinanced, trained and
controlled by forces in Pakistan and have
tess than a tenuous lnk with elements that
lie at the very heart of the Pakistani estab-
lishment,

(riven their suffering over the last dec-
ade and their continuing sense of fear and
insecurity, it is premarure to expect Kash-
miris to publicly and openly distance
themselves from these organisations. But
there are signs that both these outfits are
finding it increasingly difficult to obrain
logistic and other forms of support from
the local populatien. Indeed, the more
these organisations persist with thetr mis-
sion of terrar, the greater will be the alien-
ation of Kashmiris from them, and it will
eventually open up the possibility of sctive
resistance from Kashmir's still-latent civil
society. More important, despite the Lash-
kar's recent espousal of civic problems in
Kashmir, the ideological distance berween
Kashmiri cultural nerms and 1he Lashkar’s
obscurantist extremism is so huge that
there is virtually no possibility that this
Manichean divide can be overcome.

But the ceasfire can, at best, be only a
means towards gencrating a meaningful
engagement, in which the main actors
have a stake. This has, despite persistent
efforts, not happened. It would have becn
naive to expect Pakistan to cooperate with
New Delhi’s peace offensive. Nonetheless,
the manner in which militant outfits and
other agencies in Pakistan have sought to
manipulate the composition of the APHC
delegation to the country, shown not even
the slightest willingness to clamp down on
the militants, and escalated the vialence
against civilians in the Valley, leaves no
doubt that Pakistan is deeply insccure
about any peace process involving New
Delhi and the Kashmiris.

What, however, is tragic is how the
APHC is, because of pressure from Pakis-
tan and Pakistan-based militant ouftits,
not responding in any meaningful manner
to the Centre’s npen offer to enter into an
unconditional dialogue, bound not by the
limnits of the Consttution bur, in the Prime
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Minister's words, within the framework of
Insaniyat. Nor have they come out against
the continued violence by the Lashkar and
the Jaish. A visit to Pakistan to convince
militants of the need to reciprocate the
ceascfire, ov to provide Pakistan with a
face saver (which on present evidence it
does nat seem (o interested in), can only
be a sideshow,

The real theatre has to be ¢nacted here,
in Kashmir and within India, by entering
into negotiations with New Dethi. On the
contrary, statements by individual leaders
seem to stiggest that they are not interest-
ed in a peaceful resolution of the problems
of Kashmir. Most important, if the APHC
leaders were sensitive to Kashmiri apin-
ion. they would clarify their
stand on at least three issues: Do thev view
the continued violence by a few mililant
outfits as serving political ends of the
Kashmiris? Are they free agents of the
Kashmiri people. or are they being pres-
sured by forces outside Kashmir? And, fi-
nally, do they believe that that Kashmir is a
political problem, which can be resolved
thraugh a dialogue, or do they cansider the
troubles in the State to be part of a reli-
gious war to be sertled through ‘jehad'? It
is important for the APHC leaders to re-
member that if they want to prevent their
political marginalisation. they must not
just be more sensitive to the cause of peace
through dialogue, buar be seen as heing
pro-active in initiating a process. If this
chance for peace is lost, a large share of the
blame will fall on the shoulders of this um-
brella atliance, and Kashmiri sentiment for
one will not easily forgive.

The challenge before New Dethi will be-
come even maore acute in the weecks 1o
come. The necd is to devise peficies that
recognise the gains made by the ceasefire,
and to advance them, even while prepar-
ing to fight the consolidation in miilitant
ranks that has taken place over the last two
months, Most important, however, is to
put in place policies that are addressed ar
the Kashmiri people, rather than at specif-
ic individuals and groups. In the absence
of a dialogue. a unilateral package of cco-
nomic and political incentives would be
the right way to continue the peace proc-
ess even if the ceasefire has to be lerminat-
ed.

{(The writer is Director, Natioral Secterity
Progranume, Jawaharigl Nelirw University,
New Delhi)




Muslim Personal
Law Board
rules out talks
with VHP

HY Corresponsent
New Delhi, January 21

THE ALL India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB}) today ruled
out negotiations with the VHP on
the Ayodhya issue but expressed its
willingness for a "meaningful dia-
logue" with the Centre to resolve
the issue in accordance with law.
But this, it emphasised, was possi-
ble only if Government manifested
its sincerity by creating a "con-
ducive atmosphere" for it.

"There is a unanimous feeling
that there is no question of any
negotiations with those who
demolished the Babri Masjid and
plan to defy the Constitution and
law," its leaders told newspersons
immediately after the Board exec-
utive's marathon siz-hour meeting.

Presided by its president
Maulana Qazi Muzahidul Islam
Qasmi, the 41-member body of dif-
ferent Muslim organisations,
adopted a five-point resolution
which not only signaled their own
unity but also their sharp reaction
to the dharam sansad's warning
from Allahabad of beginning the
construction of the Ram temple
from next March without waiting
for a judicial verdict.

Although the resclution does not
expressly talk about it, the Board
members were explicit in demand-
ing that the Government create a
conducive atmosphere by first
reining in the "hot heads" who
were holding out a threat to the
state, the Constitution and the law
by coming out with a deadline.

Board members underlined this
point by endorsing Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vafpayee's ¢all to
Pakistan te create a conducive
atmosphere for talks.

PM may have to iMtervene: Page 13

12 kl]led in J&K

bomb blasts ~

w
i

Security forces gun down six mtruders

HTC and Agencles
Jammuw/Srinagar, lanuary 21

IGHTEEN PEOPLE were

Etoday killed and more than

50 injured in two explosions

and a gunbatile in one of the

bloodiest days in Jammu and
Kashmir in recent weeks.

Four civilians and two soldiers

were killed when a public bus was’

targetted in a powerful landmine
explosion near Kreeri towniship, 45
km of Srinagar. The blast injured
22 people, including eight soldiers.

A police spokesrman said the per-
petrators of the crime used a
remote-controlled device to trigger
the explosion. -

The blast took place at 10.15 am
and left a huge crater on a rough
link road connecting Kreeri with
neighbouring Patan township.

Police said the militants had used
20 kg of RDX plastic explosive.

Hospital sources said the condi-
tion of four of the wounded civil-
ians and three soldiers was critical.

Elsewhere, two civilians and a
policeman were killed and 20
injured in a grenade explosion at
Rajpora village, near Pulwama
town, 30 km south of Srinagar.

The grenade was tossed at a
security patrol, but missed its tar-
get and exploded among a crowd
of pedestrians.

In another incident, security men
shot dead six militants who were try-
ing to sneak into from Pakistan, a
state government spokesman said.

"Alert villagers saw seven men -

crosamg the border into India.

Grieving relatives of homb Blast victims in Kreeti, 45 km north of
Srinagar, on Sunday. Photos; PTI/AFP

They alerted the police and our
troops immediately swung into
action," K.D. Jandiyal told AFPE
Army spokesman Randhir Sinh
said: "Six of the Pakistanis.were
kitted ... Two officers and two sol-
diers were hurt in the encounter.”
The day began with a bomb
explosion near the ruling National
Conference's- h riers. The
’ that it dam-

area. The bomb was hidden in a

PUE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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garbage trolley. Tensions were run-
ning high in Srinagar today follow-
ing the overnight death in police
custody of an activist from the
regionat Mushm League party.

Srinagar residents said Mushtaq
Ahmad Bhat was arrested on
Friday night and he died in the cus-
tody of anti-insurgency comman-
dos of the state police department.

The police, however, described
Bhat as a wanted militant and said
he was killed in an.zncountet.




, MILITANTS ATTEMPT TO BLOW UP NC OFFICE

10 killed, over 50 injured
= as blasts rock Kashmir

By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, JAN.R21. At least 10 persons
were killed ynd 56 injured in two
militancv-related  incidents  in
jammu and Kashmir today. The
dead included two Army jawans
and a young girt. A bomb also ex-
ploded outside the Natjonal Con-
ference headguarters in Jammu
early in the morning.

Reports reaching here said a
powerful landmine triggered by
suspecied militants  went  off

arpund 10 am. near Kreeri,
around 35 km from Srinagar,
smashing a State Road Transport
Corporation bus coming from
Kawchak village to pieces. A von-
tingent of 29 Rashtriya Rifles
based in Watergam had boarded
the bus, on its way to Pattan, a
short while earlier.

Three civilians, Trilok Singh,
Paramjeet Kaur and Manzooy
Ahmed Khan, and two jawans
died instantly while over 30 per-

sons, including 1T army person-
nel, suffered injuries, The injured
were taken to a hospital at Kreeri
but were later shifted to Srinagar
where two civilians, Trilok Singh
and Surjeet Kaur, died.

The Baramulla SSP, Mr. Abdul
Qayoom Manbhas, said the blast
had created a five-foot deep cra-
ter. He confirmed the death of
four civilians and two Anmy per-
sonnel.

In anather incident, militants

militants near Srinagar on Sunday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

A po‘licE} rummaging through the debris of a bus damaged In a andmine blast triggered by

hurled a powerful grenade af se-
curity forces at Rajpora in south
Kashmir’s Pulwama district. The
grenade, bowever, missed the tar-
get and exploded on (he road in-
juring several civilians. While two
persoens died on the spot another
person died in hospital. About 20
persons, injured in the blast, were
admitted to alocal hospital. Some
of them were later shifted to Sri-
nagar as (heir conditon wors-
ened.

Many buses damaged

Larlier in the day, a bomb
planted in a dusthin outside the
Sher-i-Kashmir Bhavan on Jam-
mu’s Residency road, headquar-
ers  of  the
Conference,

ruling  National
exploded L:au‘?g)‘_/
damage to 2 number of SRTCHus- |

es parked nearby. There was no |
Toss of life or injury. The building !
is in the compound of the Tourist i
Reception Centre from wherte
buses ply between Srinagar and
Jammu,

UKL reports:

I
1
I

Sources said the windowpanes
of a var parked nearby shattered.
A bus and a car were also dam-
aged. The blast was audible in a
three-km radius.

Security forces cordoned off the
area and started search oper-
ations., the sources added. Mean-
while, Indian airline sousces in
New Delhi said the window panes

of an 1A booking counter in the
area were also damaged inythe ex-

plosion. /
o VN
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BJP snub to Hurriyat pointer
to J&K ceasefire withclrawal

HT Correspondent '
New Delhi, January 22 '\’( \

THE BIP has prepared the ground
for the Government to abandon
the unilateral ceasefire approach
and act tough to check flare-ups in
Kashmir,

For the first time, the ruling party
today strongly criticised the
Hurrivat Conference’s proposed
visit to Pakistan, which was con-
ceived following the PM's truce to
mark Ramzan.

With the Government set to take
4 decision on extending the cease-
fire beyond January 26 in the next
two days, the BJP questioned the
very purpose of its planned visit to
Pakistan.

Provoked by APHC's accusation
that “hardliners” within the
Central Government were delay-
ing issuance of travel papers to
sabotage the peace process initiat-
ed by Prime Minister A B
Vajpayee, the BIP said that the
Hurrivat should "enlighten all of
us on the nature of their proposed
talks in Pakistan.”

Stating that the Hurrivat was
looking for an alibi of possible fajl-
ure of its trip to Pakistan, senior
BIP vice president K Jana

,\/'7 Krishnamurti said the group

should first clarify the purjsose of
its visit to Pakistan.

"What is the purpose of th.eir visit
to Pakistan? Whom are they poing
to meet? Are they gioing to
Pakistan to meet the leaders of ter-
rorist groups to prevail upron them
1o stop violence? What will be the
basis for their discussion?"

Taking exception to the Hurriyat
Conference” s remark §'hat New
Delhi would have to bear the
responsibility for collapse of the
peace  process, the  party
spokesperson recalled that the
Vajpayee Government h ad already
said that passports ‘would be
issued to anyone on the basis of
eligibility.

"Whoever wants to ge, is free to
go. The Government {15 not stop-
ping any on¢. What is i'naportant o
note, however, is that. violence is
continuing in  Jaramu and
Kashmir," the BIJP syckesperson
said.

"If the Home Minister or the
Defence Minister zive making a
statement on the ¢ituation, they
are not speaking in t heir individual
capacity. It 1s the Givernment that
is speaking. What is the point of
trying to divide the Union Cabinet

into harc} liners and softliners?” he
asked,

Party president  Bangaru
Laxman, issued a statement two
days ag o saying that there was no
need t; extend the "unilateral
ceasefin vz because violence con-
tinued " L:pabated in the strife-torn
State.

Worri:d by the impact the con-
tinuing 1 dolence would have on the
Governl nent's image, BIP leaders
were te lling supporters that the
Goverry ment knew that Pakistan
had no1 ceased to abet terrorism in
India.

Mr Laxman's statement on
Saturd i1y called for a "rethink” on
extencling the ceasefire beyond
Januairy 26 "in the context of con-
tinuin'j{ violence, and increasingly
despe j-ate attempts to sabotage
India’s initiative.”

He :wvocated a hardline against
the 111litants, saying that they
shoul (1 not be allowed to mistake
the «;casefire initiative as India's
weak 11ess,

"Ttiose who are unwilling to
makiz constructive use of the PM's
gestiire and perpetrating violence
shou'ld be taught a fitting lesson.

They should be with an
iron hand." /

" Let Hurriyat visit
Pak: Mufti to Govt

Jay Raina
Ne:w Delhi, January 22

EWEN AS the Hurriyat's Pak-
miission continues to be shrouded
in uncertainty, former Union
Flome Minister Mufti Mohd
S.ayeed today came out in support
of the 23-party conglomerate's
peace initiative.

He also sought further exten-
siion of the ongoing ceasefire in
tlashmir as part of the Centre's
vonfidence building measures.

In an exclusive interview,
Sayeed, who heads the J&K
‘Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP)
told The Hindustan Times that
having distanced itself from the
Hutriyat's Pak-mission, the
Centre should permit the
Hurriyat leaders to travel to
Pakistan without appearing to be
favouring any particular individ-
ual or group of ieaders.

"In its bid to create a conducive
atmosphere for peace talks, the
Hurriyat has taken upon itself to
open channels of communication
with some militant groups and
others in Pakistan and it would be
in the fitness of things to facilitate
their endeavour," the PDP chief
said while drawing a distinction
between Centre-Hurrivat talks
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and dialogue with other demoata-
tic formations in the stale.

Mufti atraches considerable sig-
nificance to possible Centre-
Hurriyat talks in the context of
the known stand of the Husrivat
leaders against accession.

"The Hurriyat leaders are ¢ither
for accession of J&K to Pakistan
or its evolution inte an indepen-
dent entity,” he explained while
asserting the importance of bring-
ing about a perceptible change in
the perceptions of the 23-party
conglomerate,

According 10 him, other things,
such as a composite dialogue with
the people of the state represent-
ed by several strands of political
opinion can follow later.

The PDP Chief demanded a
change of stance at the ground
level. "Be it custodial deaths or
viplations of human rights, the
people have to be made to
acquire a vested interest in the
peace process,” he explained.

The PDP Chief sought immedi-
ate steps to give a feeling to the
local populace that the nation as
a whole was concerned at the
plight. "It is a question of car-
ing,of reaching out to the people
caught in a situation that was

beyond their control,” %




/Crossroads in Kashmir

THIN THREE weeks we h"ﬂ

ave
had two somewhat differing
assessments  about  the
ground situation in Kashmir,
icting in substance but in tone
tontext. On December 20, the Prime
Inister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, was
reported as saying in Parliament that
though there had been some decline in
infiltration it had not been enough, and it
had to stop entirely before the “compos-
ite dialogue” between India and Pakistan
could be resumed. His tone was positive
but the substance cautious, and he pre-
ferred silence at this stage on the question
whether the ceasefire he had announced
would be extended or not. This question
he parried again on his return trom South
East Asia.

‘The need for caution was reinforced by
the Principal Secretary to the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, in Bali, Indone-
sia, on January 12, While denying that an
invitation for talks had been sent to Gen-
eral Perver Musharraf, Mr. Mishra re-
called Mr, Vajpayee's siatement in
Parliament that a “‘conducive atmo-
sphere’ was necessary "“for things to pro-
ceed towards a dialogue on the Kashmir
issue’". He also expressed concern over an
increase in attacks on civilians in Kashmir
following India’s ceasefire, the atrack on
the Red Fort by Pakistan based militants,
and their threat to auack the Prime Min-
ister's office in New elhi.

But alse on January 12, the Chiel of (he
Army Statf, Gen. S. Padmanabhan, chose
to go further. While recognising that the
decision must rest with the Government,
he clearly urged cxtension of the cease-
fire. "It is a good thing to continue with,”
he added, as the advantages of daing so
far outweighed the disadvantages. And
for gpod measure, he added that there
had been “"a sea change in the overall sit-
ualion”, thus virtually recommending an
extensiorn.

The contrast between the two assess-
ments is vet another reminder that when
the situation is as complicated and the
choices as hard as they are in Kashmir,
close coordination is needed at the top

By Pran Chopra -

Ceasefires cannot follow each other in a vacuum. Either
they must be followed up by further progress or
they must come to an end.

among those who have to inform, en
lighten, and prepare public opinion
about the decision they might have to
take. In any case, the impact of an exten-
sion or termination of the ceasefire will
be greater if it is announced by the Prime
Minister afier taking the time he will need
ta assess all that has happened in and
about Kashmir during his absence from
India. Critical crossroads lie beyond any
decision the Prime Minister might take
about the ceasefire. »

[ the meantime, the drama of the Hur-
rivat's encounter with Pakistan must un-
fold itself. The Hurriyat might or might
not be as important as, with some assist-
ance from Pakistan, it makes itself aut to
be. But the sutcome of its projected visit
to Pakistan coubd be educative for the vis-
itors as well as the host. The Hurriyat will
discover, face to face, how much cooper-
ation it can expect from the militants
based in Pakistan, who have bluntly ques-
tioned its credentials, including Syed Ali
Shah Geelani’s. Pakistan will discover
from the visitors at first hand what is the
strength and what are the implications of
the desire for peace which is sweeping the
Valley. The outcome could offer some
straws in the wind which India needs to
take note of in shaping its steps as it ap-
proaches the crossroads.

The Hurrivat itself has also compound-
ed its difficulties, and so has Pakistan.
The t1urrivat’s strident demands, which it
issucs as though they were ultimatums,
could persuade some exasperated people
in New Delhi to call its bluff. Pakistan is
posturing as though it has invited the
Hurriyat as a mediator between India and
Pakistan and a partner to a dialogue be-
tween the two countries. India has never
accepted that position and never will,
This could affect the credibility of such
counsel as the Hurrivat might wish to of-
fer on its return to India, and that would
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disappoint those very people whose in-
terests the Hurrivat claims Lo represent.

[ndications are that the desire of the
people of Kashmir {or peace has grown
stronger since the last week of July last
year when, bending 1o as well as reflect-
ing this desire, Mr. Abdul Majid Dar, of
the Kashmir-based wing of the Hizbut
Mujahideen, announced his own star-
tling, unilateral, and unconditional cea-
sefire. His credentials for peace were
strongly confirmed when the Pakistan-
based wing of the Hizbul Mujahideen (the
distinction between the two wings is
sometimes missed in media reports) de-
nounced him as a peacc-monger, New
Deihi has also made the assessment that
even Vthe surrendered militants”, un-
popular though they are with some sec-
tivns of Kashmiri opinion, are now
applauded publicly when they urge
peace. Hurriyat leaders cannot be un-
aware of this fact and cannot afford o be,
and one hopes they will also convey it ta
Pakistan.

For the [ndian Government too, this
desire in Kashmir is the star it must al-
ways keep within sight as it negotiates the
eddies and whirlpools of Kashmiri poii-
tics and the broader politics of the suh-
continent. As it is, public moads are
variable. The mood in Kashmir can
change if some unfortunate event occurs.
It could have, on January 14, when some-
one fired a rifle grenade at a meeting the
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abduliah, was
addressing. The grenade feil far away and
the police did not have to retaliate, but it
could have gone differently.

The Government cannot control con-
tingencies which it cannot foresee. But
twa are clearly visible, and the Govern-
ment must needs prepare itself {or them,
and the country toa. The first is that il the
ceasefire is extended and il goes well, it
will need o be followed by talks between

New Delhi and Srinagar on the extent of
the Union CGovernment's jurisdiction
over the State, particularly with regard to
the extensions of the Union’s jurisdiction
which were effected when Sheikh Abdul-
lah was under detention. The second is
whether India and Pakistan should talk 1o
each other on Kashmir, and if so when
and on what basis.

Both contingencies arise inescapably
from the fact that ccasefires cannot follow
each other in a vacuum. Either they must
be followed up by further progress,
whether on the New Delhi-Srinagar axis
or on the New Delhi-Istamabad axis, and
preferably on both. Or they must come o
an end, with whatever the consequences
of that may be. Some follow-up steps are
discernible, and they have a respectahble
lineage. Some steps on the New Delhi-
Srinagar axis are to be found in the accord
signed by Indira Gandhi with Sheikh Ab-
dullah in 1974, which envisaged some
restoration of the autonomy Jammu and
Kashmir had within the Indian Union
when the Sheikh was the Chief Minister of
the State, Those on the second axis have
been lucidly spelt out in the Sheikh's let-
ter to Indira Gandhi in 1976, and were
more recently restated by Dr. Faroog Ab-
dullah when he talked abour the Line of
Control becoming more like an interna-
tional border. The basis for discussing
these and other steps has been cast in
cement by the Lahore documents, which
neither India nor Pakistan should try to
by-pass.

But the follow-up on each axis requires
changes in the present positions of the
Governments af the Union and the State
an ane axis, and of the Governments of
India and Pakistan on the other. None of
the three will find the changes easy tno
make, and all three will find them difficult
to sell to their respective people. The only
hope of selling them lies in the hard fact
of life that anything is acceptable if the
only alternative to it is worse, and the
worst possible alternative for all three of
them is indefinite continuation of the re-
cent and the current tribulations of all
three.
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ﬁS to Pak: Use influence to

to halt woleﬂée in

i
e

WELCOMING INDIA'S exten-
ston of the cease-fire in Jammu
and Kashmir by a month, the US
has asked Pakistan to "use its influ-
ence” with militant groups in order
to halt the ongoing violence and
further the peace process.

"We believe the peace process
wauld be greatly enhanced if the
militant groups responded posi-
tively to India’s announcement by
waking steps to halt the violence,”

5.Rajagopalan
Washington, January 25

State Department spokesman
ichard  Boucher  said on
Wednesday.

The US, he said, would encour-
age all the parties to take initia-
tives 1o reduge violence and foster
a process 1o end the conflict in
Kashmir. Although Islamabad
maintains that it has no hold on
the militant groups, Washington is
not oblivious to the fact that the

untmlmg regularity have been
operating from across the barder,

The insistence of outfits like the
Hizbul Mujuhidcen, which called
off its talks with the Indiun
Government by insisting  on
Pakistan's inclusion, has also
exposed Islamabad’s claim that it
does not wield any influence with
the militant groups.

It was a recognition of this aspect
that prompted the predecessor
Clinton Administration to chapge
tack by advocating an ¢nd to the
violence creating a congenial
atmosphere for talks. Eariier on,
its stress uscd be on immediate
resumption of a dialogue.

The Bush Administration is still
to spell out ils position on the
Indo-Pak issue, notably Kashmir,
but indications thus far have been
that its approach may be much the
same. Meanwhile, Secretary of
State Colin Powell, living up to his

—

Kashmir

(umups striking in the Valley with

promise, has ordercd & prompt
review of the U8y econoniie and
trade sunctions on India and scver-
al ather countrics, imposed by the
predecessor Clinton Admini-siea-
tion for a variety of reasons.

The review is reckoned (o be the
first step towards the possibple litt-
ing of all or most of The punitive
MEASUTes.

Dhuring his Senate conlirmation
heating. Gen, Powell had sounded
exasperated with the numuerous
restricriens and  cortilication
requirements vis-amvis India and
several oiber countrics.

Mr Baucher said. "The process iy
under wav, People in the building
are looking at the sanctions thui
exist and are analysing them. But
we don't have any results, conclu-
slons of changes 0 announce yet "

The only delintlive stateniven?
trom the spokesmar was in respect
of Iraq: That the sanctions on Iraq
will stay in place.



/Govt extends ceasef

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 23 JANLARY

IN AN attempt to ram in its

point that New Delhi was

reasonable in its approach
towards the Kashmir issue, the
Vajpayee  government on
Tuesday . ignored the reserva-
tions of security agencies and
others in the thick of the conflict
and extended ceasefire by
another month.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet
Commiteee on Security. The
meeting, which ook stock of the
security sithation in the Valley
since January 13, the security
agencies’ assessment about the
cost involved in the extension of
ceasefire and the political cost
that it entails, felt that an abrupt
end would not be beneficial in
the country’s interests.

The gamble that the Prime
Minister has taken received the
complete backing of the Cabinet
panel.

“The initiative for peace
taken by the Prime Minister on
November 23 on the eve of the
holy month of Ramazan was

UNREST IN THE VALLEY: BSF jawans patrol deserted streets in

Lal Chowk, Srinagar, on Tuesday as the Kashmir Valley
observed vet another strike called by the Hurriyat against
growing incidents of custodial killings. — PTI

despite heinous acls of terror-
ism and violence against inno-
cent men, women and children,
exiended by a month thereafter
to coincide with Republic Day
this year.

The government on Tuesday
reviewed the entire security sce-

nario of Jammu and Kashmir,
particularly acts of cross-border
terrorism and their crimes
against the civillan pepulation,
external  affairs  minister
Jaswant Singh told reporters.
The government reiterated its

prmmpal formula of laymg the

Reports confirm Lashkar’s
plot to kill Advani on R-Day

QOur Political Bureau
NEW CELHI 23 JANUARY
UNION HOME secretary Kamal
Pande on Tuesday confirmed
the receipt of intelligence inputs
ahout the Lashkar-e-Toiba’s plot
to target Union home minister
LK. Advani around Republic
Day, even as top sources in the
Delhi Police claimed that the
head of the Lashkar Fidayeen
squad, Ejaz Rasool alias Dinesh
Sharma, was yet o enter the
capital.

Speaking to reporters here
on Tuesday, Mr Pande said
“intelligence inputs have given
this indication (that a Fidayeen
squad of the Lashkar is on a mis-
sion to assassinate the National
Security Guard (NSG)-protected
Advani)...we are acting upon the
information and taking all pre-
cautionary steps.”

According to Delhi police
sources, the information about

Advani: IN THE LINE OF FIRE

Lashkar's plot to target the
Union home minister was
received on Monday evening.
The inputs, said to have been
passed on by intellivence offi-
cials based in Nepal, indicated
that a four-member squad —
comprising  head  Rasool,
Hashim Baig, Usman and

Sikandar — was on Mr Advani’s
trail and would try to strike on
Janmary 26. Reports suggested
that the militants would be mov-
ing around in police uniforms.

However, the sources added
that the information with the
police until now was that Ejaz
Rasool was yet to enter Delhi.
“Even if he enters, locating him
will be like finding a needle in a
haystack,” admitted a senior
police officer.

The receipt of intercepts about
the assassination plot was imme-
diately followed up with a discus-
sion between Delhi Police com-
missioner Ajai Raj Sharma and
Union home ministry officials.

Apart from flashing Rasool’s
photographs in the media,
instructions were given for dou-
ble-checking the identity of
police officers on R-Day duty in
order to detect the wuniformed
militants.

rhe ECU'“U” u'g,' Tlmev
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onus of peace in the Valley on the
hostile neighbour. “It is regret-
table that Pakistan has not recog-
nised the demand of time for
peace and continues to promote,
encourage and abet cross-border
terrorism. This must cease and the
activities of organisations like
Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-e- |
Mohammad curbed and controlled :
by Pakistan. The government ;
believes violence must be ended :
and peace given every chance,” :

The government’s ceasefire
announcement comes in the |
backdrop of worrying reports |
that militant oufits have been :
targetting informant 5POs and :
civilians.

The security agencies are of ;
the view that an extension could :
prove counterproductive as the :
militants have been successful :
in using the ceasefire period to |

replenish  their stock of :
ammunitions and networks in |
villages. :

The political cost of the deci- !
sion is quite high as the contin- |
ued violence in the Valley could
put the government on the |
defensive. ;




1other month

Ceasefire fails to
defuse tension in
Kashmlr alley
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Indrani Bagchi
NEW DELHI 23 JANUAFW

IVEN THE political r
Ginvolved in the extension of
ceasefire in Kashmir, a

careful assessment of the govern-
ment's decision points to an inier-
national PR exercise aimed at
resumption of a dialogue with
Pakistan, perhaps with the indi-
rect support of the US.

The second extension is
fraught with political risks. Four
weeks ago, the first extension,
announced by the Prime Minister
in Parliament was in the back-
ground of a genuine brightening of
the situation in the Valley, with
infiltration and firing on LoC sig-
nificantly reduced.

Today, it is in an environ-
ment of deep distrust — terror-

! ist groups like Lashkar and

.} Jaish continue to strike at ran-
. ¢ dom and the human costs, while
. i perhaps less than what would
;i have been otherwise, are still
* ¢ large enough to hurt.

There is every reason to

. i believe and intelligence agencies
% seem certain of it, that militant
© | attacks as well as Fidayeen opera-
i tions are likely to continue if not
i intensify in the near future, clear
+ | from their rejection on Tuesday.

Sections within the govern-

ment are equally averse to extend-
.i ing the suspension of combat
. operations.

! been apgainst it

The ruling party, BIP, has
The main

. i Opposition will need just that one
: | major incident to underscore their
% i attack against the government.

Ms Sonia Gandhi said on

i Tuesday, “We have said from the

beginning that we will support the
government in any initiative it
takes to bring back peace in the
Valley of Jammu & Kashmir...

However, we have also cau- tioned
the government that we must not
let our guard down as we had verv
serious negative experiences in

¢ i the past.”

Therefore, sources here are
speculating that the extension
might pave the way for bilateral
dialogue with Pakistan, with the
help from a third party, possibly
the US. Pakistan indicated this
with their statement that the
ceasefire would be meaningful if it
"signals... The commencement of a
purposeful dialogue for a peaceful
resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute.”

The Hurriyat experiment has
been shown to be a no-brainer,
while Musharraf needs that extra
toehold to sell peace to his own
establishment. India, by extending
the ceasefire could be sending
unmistakable dialogue signals to
Pakistan. It is no coincidence that
at a conference of the corps com-
manders in Islamabad on Monday,
Musharraf  announced an
improve- ment of relations with”-
India.

The US is still in the best posi-
tion to execute this, given its hold
on a much needed IMF tranche to
Pakistan. Besides, with the sanc-
tions against the Taliban hurting
Pakistan the most, there appear to
be indications that Pakistan can be
brought around and ‘persuaded’ to
reduce the violence in the Valley.

The first steps have been
taken with the meetng of Vijay
Nambiar and General Musharraf
which was the first conferring of
legitimacy on the chief executive.

The reason this speculation
gains credence is that in conven-
tional circumstances, it is difficult
to visualise a credible endgame.
While the government clings to
the ‘cessation of terrorism’ condi-
tion, two months of suspension of
operaifons has demonstrated that
Pakistan is unwilling to do any-
thing of the sort.

The only casualty to this sce-
nario is the fact that despite
strenuous Indian denials, if
India has to talk Kashmir,
Pakistan is emerging as the only

other credible party. //
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_Kashmir’s first panchayat election emphatically shows that its people have voted for a democratic India

Kash}mr has spoken

HE FIRST phase of the panchayat elec-

tion in Kashmir changes everything. It

decidediy challenges the decade-old belief

- - propagated assiduously by Pakistan and
prominent Western ctreles — that the rural
population of the overwhelmingly Mustim areas of
Jammu and Kashmir has gonc over to the ideology
of secession from India, and concomitantly nurses
the urge to be integrated with Pakistan on the basis
of religious affinity.

Any genuine Indian strategy in respect of J&K
and Pakistan will necessarily have this just-revealed
reality to deal with, whatever the temptation o
play 1o the international gallery, It will have to
call for thinking that goes beyond illogical con-
structs such as a ‘unilateral’ cease-fire, which is
plainly a unilateral absurdity, After all, a ‘ccase-
fire’, by definition, entails an agreement between
two sides to sort out issues across the tab[e by
effecting a pausc in hostilities. SR

Typically, for the cffort to succeed. the two ‘\'ldt:b
must be entities that are accountable for their
actions. Which are the two sides in the present
context? It is precisely becanse there is no clarity
on this question that probably the worst recorded
viglence for a comparable period has occurred in
the last two months of the so-cailed unilateral
ceasc-fire.

Security forces and civilians alike have been lar-
geted. Ministers’ homes have been attacked in
Kashmir. Political functionaries have been killed.
The state Chief Minister was nearlv rocketed.
The' national symbol of Red Fort — which is
national precisely because it was here that a
decrepit, forlorn nominal ruler was approached
jointly by Hindus and Muslims in 1857 to lead
them against the ‘feringhee’ — was made a killing
ground. And the worst infamy — the life of
India’s elected Prime Minister was openly and

belligerently threatened.
his goes on much longer, the people of Jammu
hd Kashmir are cntitled to develop doubts about

the Government's ability to protect their vital
interests, which include not just life and limb but
also the right to live under a democratic dispensa-

I3y ANAND

K. SAHAY

tion, Oui[u p];unl_\. the hokum of uniuteral cease-
fire cannot be a substituie for policy. S0 far, 1t
has been deploved only 1o cloak the absence
of clear thinking.

The most practical lesson to emerge is that peace
cannot be pursued as an objective unless two well-
defined parties, which have the cepability to under-
take as well as fullil obligations. agree (o play ball
according to a commonly agreed set of principles.
Point two; there ts no need to get ali mushy or
excited just because clements given to double-
speak try to win friends by invoking peace. Indeed,
peace is about more than just word games. Those
who truly care for it must

able to get a passport on demand by going through
the normal formalities. Let debates such as the one
about jssuing passporis to the representatives of
the Hurriyat Confercnce become a thing of the
past. The effeet of this on the stifled civil society in
J&K can be revolutionary.

Sccondly, sustained and steady efforts are needed
to systematically secularise the system of education
in J&K, which at present is at the mercy of
medieval-style smadarasas that catch children young
to purvey ‘fehadism’ to impressionable minds.
This must constitute the underpinning of any
long-term policy on Kashmir,

While the Government

take the trouble to plot, plun

-apd strategise with all they've

got to make it come real.

While the so-called unilat-
eral cease-firc has been given
another month-jong lease of
life, it is possible to relieve
the pressure on the people in
the Valley in other ways,
First, by humanising the
LoC. With some imagination
and without prejudice to its
intcrests. it 1s possible for
India to offer to opcrate exit-entry points on
the LoC — a sort of subcontinental *Checkpoint
Charlie” of the old Berlin — so that people
wilh vaiid 1ravei papers on both sides may come
and go freely.

This can be a hugely democrstising experience
whose reward will beconme evident in due course
when people cstranged by the closing of frontiers
get to exchange notes. It s futiie 1o worry about
unsavoury clements exploiting the facility, for
they are already able to cross the line at will. The
pet gainers of the experiment will be ordinary folk
on both sides of the divide.

To make this happen, everyone in J&K should be

mm)‘ds
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appears trapped in cobwebs
of its own making arising
from the desire to please for-
cign interlocutors — look at
the messy record from the
Lahore bus ride through two
misconceived ‘cease-fires” —
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have heroically
resisted fear during the
recent panchayat efections
and shown the way. If we are
wise¢, we can use their
courage as a scaffolding to construct and safe-
guard peace.

Let’s just remember that the panchayat election
was held in the border (LoC) districts that were
thought to be most receptive to the jehadi senti-
ments being provoked from the other side. Even
so, it remained entirely peaceful (no internal clash-
¢s), and the polling was very high — close on 70 per
cent, in spite of sub-zero January temperatures.
The presence of the Indiun security forces, which in
all past elections has instigated rpotivated ailega-
tions of rigging and forced voting, was almost
entirely absent.

In effect, people were saying they didn’t care a

tuppence for terr orism, even if they had to pay a
price — as seme did. This is an anmplc that will
stand out in the annals of Kashmir. Indeed, in a
wider sense, and in its own quiet way, the cpisode
stands comparison with the "Quit Kashmir move-
ment of 1944, Onply this time those being subtly
asked to depart are members of the ummah intent
on dispersing the seeds of jehad.

It is pertinent to note that the political backdrop
to the panchayat election was ominous, All the
Hurriyat groups had called for a boycott, and the
terrorists threatencd violent disruption. The
Hurriyat also ostentatiously talked of visiting
Islamabad to finally resolve matters. In the end,
none of this mattered as people dug in and exer-
cised their democratic choice.

It is also of the first importance to recognise that
in the overall recent politics of Kashmir, the close
involvement of the Muslim villagers in the pan-
chayat elcction has come after the rejection by
Parliament of the J&K Assembly’s resolution on
autonomy. The resolution was emphatic about
returning the state to the status that was obtained
before 1933 when, in spite of accession, it was asso-
clated with India only very loosely. In the context,
it is well worth asking what the people of Kashmir
may think of azadi when they have shown them-
selves not too concerned even with the issue of
‘autonemy’, let alone joining Pakistan,

True cnough, panchayat elections are seldom
fought on party lines, and do not generally concern
themselves with high principles of political theolo-
gv. But in Kashmir, disabedience to jehadi gangs on
any count can mean violent death, And it is large-
scale disobedience that has just been witnessed.

There can be littte doubt on any reasonable reck-
oping that the vote so far has been for a democrat-
ic India, no less. The moral settles well with the
observations made a couple of years ago by
General Jahangir Karamat, the lormer Pakistan
Army Chief, who reportedly told a gathering of
officers that they nceded to pender over the fact
that the Indian Muslim remains loyal to India even
after the formation of Pakistan astfie home for
Muslims of the subcontinent, ‘



Jihad Counecil
rejects ceasefire
in Kashmir S

Mubashir Zaidi <
Islamabad, January 24

THE MUTTAHIDA  Jihad
Councit (MJC), an umbrella
alliance of 18 militant groups fight-
ing in Kashmir, has rejected the
extension of ceasefire in the Valley
terming it as a drama. -

“We reject the latest ceasefire
drama because we believe that it's
the same old trap of New Delhi.
The MJIC's member-outfits would
continue their struggle till a lasting

* solution to the dispute in accor-
dance with the wishes of the peo-
ple of Kashmir was achieved,”
MJC spokesman Ishtiag Hamid
said on Tucsday.

“India has pot acted in accos-
dance with its own announcement
as there had been no let-up n cus-
todial killings, molestation of

women and search operations |
accupied Kashmir,” he said.
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EXTENDED INITIATIVE

$& Matching moves urgently required®

N rising above domestic pressures and extending th

Jammu & Kashmir ceasefire, the government has
establizshed that it is prepared to go that extra mile to try and
get a peace process moving. There were more than adequate

! veasons for the security forces being directed to abandon their
' Non-Initiation of Combat Operations posture. Doing so might

have also garnered some political mileage for it is an open
secret that a large section of Vajpayee's party maintains that
his approach to militancy has been a trifie soft and no quarter
should be given to terrorism. They would do well to fry and
understand that the ceasefire is not directed at placating
militants, but at creating an atmosphere in which the
militants are rejected hy the local poputace. It is a caleulated -
risk, but one that is worth the taking. In stretching the
ceasefire ta all of 90 days, the government has created the .
space in which political movement ought to progress. The |
denial of travel documents to the hardliners can be a two-way -
sword. The flip side is that the Hurriyat make no bones about .
wanting to bring in Pakistan as a third party, if India and .

- Pakistan have fo talk they can do so without intermediaries.

On the other hand they would be exposed should they return
rebuffed and empty-handed. It would be an opportune time to
put the Hurriyat's credentials to test.

The Government has rightly called upon Pakistan to use its
clout and rein in the militants, without its backing the extre-
mist outfits would not able to function with the determinaton =
and proficiency that they currently display. The ceasefire has -
projected India’s commitment to a non-violent settlement but
that would amount to litile more than brownie peints unless
greater international pressure can be brought to bear on
Pakistan. The spirit manifested at Lahoere and which
survived the bitter experience of Kargil has been the

- underpinning of the twice-extended jceasefire. Yet that spirit
* cannot be sustained in the abSen? f a more visible response

than has been exhibited so far.
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Armv s assessment was crucial to extension

Shishir Gupta

AN aaLY
New Delhi, fanuary 23 \/\ \ Q/L\ EASEF%RE A REALITY CHECK

GOVERNMENT SQURCES say
despite reservations within the rul-
ing coalition and outside. the
Cabinet decided to extend the
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
as (t telt its advantages outweighed
the disadvantages.
/" The decision was partly based on
/ Army's assessment of the situation
in the state. Army Chicf Gen S.
Padmanabhun, who attended the
meeting of Cabinet Committee on
Scecurity {CCS), favoured an exten-
sion but had singled out jehadi
groups like the Lashkar-c-Tayebba
(LeT) and the Jaish-c-Mohammed
as heing against the peace process,
It s understood that the Amwy
sdw sTtuation conducive ¢nough o
give peace vet another chance, the
same was conveved to the CCS.
Sixty-five to 83 per cent lurnout in
panchayat elections, according to
the Army, showed that the threar
of militants was not working in vil-
“iges that had some active grass-
ot organisation. Othcrswise, a

| Dec. 26:\Ceasefire extended

. Jan B: 27\geople, including 4 BSF men, injured in grenade

_ explosions In Srinagar

+ Jan 9 50 people, including 2 CRPF men, injured in exglosion s, in

Srinagar and Anantnag

Jan 11: Hurriyat names 5-member delegat:on for Pak

Jan 12: Army chief S. Padmanathan advocates extensien of

* ceasefire .

Jan 14: Farcog Abdullah survives grenade attack, Hizhui

Mujahideen claims responsibility

. Jan 16: Attack on Srinagar airport foiled, 6 Lashkar-e-

Toyyaba men, among 11 kilied

Jan 17: Militants taunch grenade attack

on police station

Jan 18: BSF deputy commandant among 6
security personne) killed in 2 tandmine blasts "_
Jan 23: Ceasefire extended by a month '

massive turnouy, even afier dis-
counting bogus vatles, would not
have been possible in the border
districts of Rajouri and Poonch.

Cwedy BaPiC Dy SN

ther: fore.
that the jehadi groups w ere getting
isolated and were unuble fo attack

Army's reading. wils

in a coordimated mar.aer. They

militants were bemng roreed to tar-
cet civibtans, as wus e ciase with
blast wiggered in the State trans-
port bus this Sunday. 1o keep up
the tempo. The Army viewed these
attacks as sporadic and desperate
attempts by pan-lslamic jchadis to
maintain a visible opposition to the
prace progess.

The uther major factor that con-
vineed the CCS iy that the All-

Party Hurrivat Conterence
(APHC) has softened stand on the
passporis  issue. Earlicr. the

Hurrivat was perceived to be die-
tating terms to the Centre on who
should be sent and on which date.
However, apparent lack of cnthu-
siasmy from the Pakistat side, has
foreed it to review ity stand.

The perception s that  the
Hurrivat. which had called for a
buveott of the panchavat polls, has
limited intluence on jehadi groups
and is of little relevanee to any
future Indo-Pak dialogue, The
APHC. according to the Army. isa
political group and should be trear-
vd as such.

The Army's silsation reporl. it is

74 AN 70

learnt wis wiven to the COS atier
takiny all L Tews into aceount.

Another  factor that warranted
the couschire exXieTsion was 1S pos-
irive-spin- off in contest ol Puk
abserving " maxunum restrant’
along the Line of Control (Eog)
and in the Suchen glacier. The fact
that the oomnen levels have pone
dewn atber seduced croass-harde
mhltanen and the arallery guns
falling <ibrnt on both the sides. was
a good erwoueh reason tor any gen-
eral w adbvocate truee extension.

The Government must have
tuken intoy account that for the past
58 divys vhe Army and the pazamil-
tary furces hive been able o reor-
ganse fremselves an the border.
In fact. the period has been used Lo
beel up the intelligenee mecha-
pism ard strepgthen wnti-insur-
geney grid 1n the Stare.

The gunning dewn of six LeT
militanl s gt Srigagar airport is o
such example of better coordina-
fon araong seeutity lorees. This
ciicounter also undid the myth ot

invincih ity of foreign jelydis in
the eves of Kaskaniris,



“Ceasefire in J&K

extended by,

WA

another mont

Jay Raina
New Delhi, January 23

decided to carry forward its peace ini-
tiative by extending the ceasefire in
Jaminu and Kashmir by another month
beyond the Republic Day. The announce-
ment was made here this afternoon after a
stormy session of the Cabinet
Commiitee  on

THE VAJPAYEE Government has

security forces would not hesitate to act
agafnst mercenaries on the basis of specific
intelligence. "The intention is to isolate the
foreign mercenaries with the active sepport
of the local population, which has been the
main victim of Pak-sponsored violence dur-
ing the ongoing ceasefire," they explained.
Delinking the extension of truce from the
possibility of an eagly reswumption of talks with
Pakistan, the sources said
Istamabad's international iso-
lation had also weakened its

, ShE 4 gnod reasons
(CCS) chaired by Prime
Atal Bihari { @ Failure to extend cease-

Minister
Vajpayee.

Vajpayee and his close aides
including External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh could
prevail upon ihe hard-liners
within the CCS by arguing
that the Centre's failure to
extend the ceasefire could
derail the composite Kashmir
pedce process.

Reliable sources said the
CCS decision was influenced
by four factors — positive
interpational response, the
public's welcome to the peace
initiative, creation of political

fire could derail peace
process.

¢ The intention is to iso-
late foreign mercenaries
and put pressure on
Pakistan with positive
international response.
& Attemnpt to create space
for Hurriyst moderates
and indigenous militant
ouffits.

o No decision taken on
Hurriyat's visit to Pakistan.
This may ailow them time
to review their mission.

hold over several militant out-
fits. "No wonder it is asserting
its relevance through violent
acts of the Lashkar-e-Tayveba
and  Jaishe-e-Mohammad's
foreign recruits,” they avcried.

Even Mr Singh, while reiter-
ating New Delni's commii-
ment to resuming dialogue
with Islamabad, remarked:
"Dialogue and gun-taik cannot
go together.” His comments
are sigmficant in the context of
information obtained by The
Hindustan Times that the CCS
took no deciston on  the
Hurriyat's Pak visit.

space for Hurrivat moderates and indige-
nous militant outfits and support from ail
State-centric democratic formations.

In a statement, Mr Singh regretted that
Pakistan has not recognised the “demand for
peace” as it continued to promote, encourage
and abet cross border terrorism. "This must
cease and the activities of organisations like
Lashkar-e-Tayebba and Jaishe-e-Mohammad
curbed and controlled by Pakistan," he said
after the three-hour meeting.

The sourtes clarified that cessation of com-
bat operations only meant that there wonld
be no "search and cordon” operations. But

The CCS was given & understand that no
purpose would be served at the current juac-
ture to promote the Hurriyat interface as
the mulii-party conglomerate was divided
on the question of visiting Pakistan. The
pro-talk elements in their ranks have also
been disheartened by hostile statements
emanating from across the border.

The extcnsion is expecied to provide the
Hurrivat time to subject its ptanned mission te
"closer” scrutiny.

ONPAGE 11
& Amy’s percegtion influenced decision
® PM had his way despite BIP misdiving:
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~~Ceasefire extension irks Farooq

By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, JAN. 24, The second exten-
sion of the ceasefire announced
" by the Centrc in November last

has pushed the Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq
Abhdullah, to the wall again. De-
spite his efforts, he failed to per-
suade the Central leadership to
call the ceasefire off.

A visibly upset Dr. Abdullah re-
I fused comment on the extension.
¢ At a function organised to release
©a calendar in the name of his
mother, the late Begum Akbar Je-
han, the Chief Minister refused to
speak on the subject to reporters,
registering his anger over the de-
cision. He left the venue in a huft
to take off Lo Leh to witness an ice
hockey match.

However, on Tuesday evening,
Dr. Abdullah told a TV network

that there was no meaning in the -

ceasefire. " To hell with this cease-
fire.” Though Dr. Abdullah has
not yet made his resentment pub-

ic] th‘s time, he is expected to re-
ach Belhi on Saturday and may
take up the issue with the Centre.
ut sources close to the Chief
Minister said he was very upsct
with the Centre's decision taken
despite his strong opposition 1o
the extension to the ceascfire,
Though the Prime Minister, Mr,
AB. Vajpayee, and the Union
Home Minister, Mr, [.K. Advami,
had assured that they would take
his views into consideration,
there was a '‘big shock”™ in store
for him.  Dr. Abdullah’s conten-
tion — that it would worsen the
security situation in the State — is
based on increasing violence in
the Valley. He even mied to cap-
itaiise on the grenade attack on
him in Habbakadal, besides the
attack on the Srinagar airport.
Though Dr. Abdullah is armed
with the figures which prove an
increase in the violence after the
ceasefire, the Centre has pre-
ferred to stick with the peace ini-
tiative.He is also understoad to be

under tfremendous pressure from
the National Conference leader-
ship ta oppose the ceasefire since
during this period 15 out of the 16
political activises kifled belonged
to the NC. 9 'y

_ R s

Observers are ol the view that
Dr. Abdullah is “genuinely un-
happy” that during the ceasefire
the security forces are a mule wit-
ness to the militants’ movements.
Also, he resents his being margin-
alised in the whole process. Dr.
Ahdullah does not wanr to see the
separatist conglomerate. All-Party
Hurrivat Conference, being rec-
ognised as a representative of
Kashmiris. He has been all along
opposed to their visit to Pakistan
while all the muainstream) parties
are supporting a role for them.

On the other hand, Dr. Abdul-
lah's son and Union Minister of
State for Commerce, Mr. Omar
Abdullah, has favoured the exten-
sion. But it is not being seen as a
dissension between father and
son, but could be a part of an or-
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chestrated “mutual understand-
ing"”.
Differences in Hurriyat

PTH reports from Srinagar:

Differences  within - Hurrivar
Conference surfaced again today-
SHurrivar leadership should
make public ity agenda hefore
sending its tive-member team 1o
Pakistan to remove suspicions in
the minds of peaple,” the [slamic
Leaguc leader, Mr. Shakeel
Bakshi, told presspersons here.

He insisted that the HHurriyat
leaders "cannot pursue individu-
al agenda”. The Hurrivat “will
have to follow its Constitution,
which envisages resolution of
Kashmir issue through U.N. reso-
Iutions, in leter and spirit,” he
said. “If that is nol possible, Hur-
rivat has to endeavour for a nego-
tiated setilement ol the issue
through  trilateral  talks,”  Mr.
Bakshi said.

The Muslim League general

secretary, Mro Farooq Tawheedi
cndorsed Bakshi's ":‘%



—Clarify Kashmir policy: Congress ~

By Our Special Correspondent ’Hi)“ ]

NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. After supporting the Gov-
ernment’s decision (o extend the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir, the Congress has begun
to ask questions. A party delegation headed by
Pr. Manmehan Singh will call on the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to seek
clarifications on the Kashmir policy even as
the Bharativa lanata Party urged Pakistan’s
mifitary tuler. Gen. Pervez Musharraf, w
translate into action his statement that no op-
portunity should be missed for ngrmalising
refations with India. 4)

Stopping short of criticising thy Gbvern-
ment outright, the Cangress soughtfan expla-
nation about the wisdom of thef Kashmir
policy. Briefing mediapersons this afrernoon,
Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, convencr of the party’s
Kashmir group, said they had decitled to call
on the Prime Minister to find out what the
Governmenl had in mind.

This had become necessary because despite
the Government's ¢laims to the contrary, his
party had not been consulted or taken into
confidence. From the way the Government
was going about things it did not appear it was
clear abour what it wanted w achieve, he said.

The Congress stand was that while it wel-
comed any move aimed at restoring peace in
the Valley, the Government must kecp its
guard up.

The party had beenxfwing with alarm the
spate of killings imthe State, increase in mil-

itant activity evident from the attempt on the
Chief Minister, Dy, Farooq Abdullah’s life, the
attack on the Srinagar airport and killing of
security forces personnel. “We cannot allow
the security forces to become soft targers,”
said Mr. Mukherjee.

Asking the Government to explain the ob-
jectives of its policy, the Congress leader said,
“the Government must give a cogent explana-
rion of what it had achieved so Far'. Mr. Muk-
herjee  seemed to  suggest that  the
Government’s approach not only lacked clar-
ity but was also not a well thoughr cut policy.
“Their handling appears messy and confus-
ing.”

Advising the Government to think through
its policies hefore trying to implement them,
Mr. Mukherjee said rvather than react to sit-
uations, the Government should anticipate
the fallout and be prepared for it and cited the
impasse over the proposed visit of a Hurriyar
delegation to Pakistan.

The Congress was willing to support any
measure thar helped bring back peace to the
Valley but had serious reservatieons about the
way the Kashmir issue was being handled.
“They must really convince us that they know
what they are doing and are moving in the
right direction,” said Mr. Mukherjee.

The BjP spokesperson. Mr. Jana Krishna-
murthi, referred to Gen. Musharraf's reported
statement during an address to the Pakistani
corps commanders, and said it was the first
time the military ruler had talked about peace
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and the need to normalise bilateral relations.
It was a positive development, he said and was
keen on suggesting that, atter all, the decision
to extend the ceasefire could, and perhaps
would, lead to a positive outcome. ln short,
the extension ol ceasetire was justitied.
‘Govt. compounding miseries’

PTE HNT report:

In Patna, the foermer Prime Minister and Sa-
majwadi Janata Party president. Mr. Chandra
Shekhar, hit out at the Vajpayee Ministry for
deciding to carry forward its peace initiative
by further extending the ceasefire in the State.

“The Government seems least bothered
about the bloodbath in Kashmir... 1t wants 1o
further compound the miserics of the people
there,” he told a press conference here.
‘Wrong policies’

Speaking in Guna, the Madhya Pradesh
Chiet Minister, Mr. Digviiay Singh, asked the
Centre to “first set its house in order”™ and
minimise Pakistani interference in Kashmir.

The Congress leader said “wrong policies —
the way of functioning and (he anti-minority
stance of the BJP™ gave a chance 1o Pakistan
“to incite the feelings of Muslims in the Kash-
mir Valley”.

In Etawah, Uttar Pradesh, the former De-
fenice Minster, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav,
said the move would still not hear fruit. The
Centre should have consulted all major politi-

cal partics before taking the decision, he .~.aid./
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PERSISTING WITH PEACE INITIATIVE

4

IN DECIDING TO extend the (wo-month-old
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir by one more
month, bevond January 26. the Government of
[ndia has acted with commendable judicious-
ness. Unlike the last occasion when the Ramzan
initiative came up for review for the first time, it
has now had to contend with a host of contra
indicators both on the security and the political
fronts, notably the worrisome escalation in the
wanton killings by the jehadi militant outfits and
the cracks it caused in the natiopal matrix of
pro-ceasefire political consensus. In fact, the
tone and tenor of the recent pronouncements of
the Prime Minister, Mr. Aral Behari Vajpayee,
and his senior colleagues in the Cabinet did give
room Jor doubts about the continuance of the
ceasefire. It is to the Government's credit that, in
the event, it did not allow itself to be over-
whelmed by these adverse circumstances but,
instead, chose to persist with its peace initiative.
Having taken the bold step and. thereby, created
a substantial constitvency for peace among the
people of JTammu and Kashmir, any abrupt ter-
minalion of the ceascfire would have meant
playing into the lrands of those secessionist ele-
ments who, having no stakes in the restoration
of peace to the traumatised State, are hell-bent
on frustrating any move in that direction.
Tactically speaking, the Government would
seem to have gone by two caleulations. One, the
way the externally-backed terrorists are target-
ing the civiians — a trend percepiible in the
cutrent phase of ceasefire — they would stand
further exposed and altenated from the peace-
craving local population. And, rwo — which is
maore important — the image of India at the in-
ternational level as heing geuuine about its
peace initiative and quite reasonable in its ap-
proach to Kashmir-related issues would get a
boost, This comes out loud and clear from the
official statement announcing the Government's
decision, wherein it has blamed Pakistan for
continuing to “promote. encourage and abet
cross-horder rerrorism’” and pinned the respon-

sibility of curbing the activities of outfits such as
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad (which have figured prominently in the re-
cent attacks; on the Gen. Pervez Musharraf
regime. By all accounts, there has been consid-
erable improvement along the Line of Control,
thanks to Pakistan’s positive response by way of
exercising “‘maximum restraint” and announc-
ing partial pullout of its defence forces. On the
militancy front, however, the signals emanating
Irom the military establishment have been ad-
mittedly feeble and less than positive, whatever
rnight be ihe reasons for it \)\9 A
W

What should not be lost sight of in all{the
accusatory polemical exchanges over the cedse-
fire-linked concerns is the basic truth that cease-
fire is not an end itself but only a preliminary,
albeit crucial, step in the search for a solution to
the Kashmir tangle. Given the sort of complex-
ities and multi-dimensional sensitivities associ-
ated with the problem, it will not only be
prudent but necessary that credible moves, by
way of confidence-building as well as addressing
the immediate concerns of the key players, are
initiated, even if subtly, as a follow-up to the
ceasefire once it had held ground for a reason-
able period. In fact, some properly calibrated
initiatives by the Government of India might
well go a long way in combating terrorism and
neutralising the impact of the ‘jehadi” groups. Of
relevance, in this conrext, is the planned visit of a
Hurrivat delegation to Pakistan for talks with the
militani groups and the military regime. True, it
will be unrealistic to expect the venture to yield
anything spectacular, and the team may not
even be able to carry conviction with the ‘jehadi’
gutfits. But the visit, apart from being a grand
gesture, should certainly help considerably to
get a view of the big picture, showing clearly
‘who stands where’. What is of the essence is that
the second extension of the ceasefire should be
used by all concerned to give a big push to the
peace effort.
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Hurriyat still undecided, blames hardliners

SRINAGAR, JAN 20

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA %%?/\
LY

IN the face of delav in its pla \
tovisit Pakistan, the Hurrivat exec-
utive today failed to take a decision
whether to go ahead with it but
blamed some "hardline elements”
in the government of trying to de-
" rail the peace process.

Maintaining that the Prime
Minister’s decision on the ceasefire
was a "positive step” to resolve the
Kashmir issue, the Hurriyat Exec-
utive Council, which met here, said
"to obtain passports and going to
Pakistan is not our goal. "But there

are elements in the Central govern-
mentwho have vowed to derail the
peace process,” the seven-member
executive said in a statement after
day-long deliberations, The execu-
tive council at its crucial and extra-
ordinary meecting discussed the
proposed visit of an Hurriyat dele-
gation to Pakistan and matters re-
lating t0 the ceasefire in detail. The
participants reiterated Hurriyat's
view that the ceasefire was a posi-
tive step to resolve Kashmir issue,
the statement said.

"It was in this regard to make
the ceasefire meaningful, visit of an
Hurriyat team to Pakistan was sug-

NDIAN EX

gested by the conglomerate but
some hardline elements in the
Central government have taken a
vow to derail the peace process set
inmotion by the Prime Minister.”
"We are meeting to take a final

Pakistan Visit

decision regarding whether or not
tosend a delegation to Pakistan be-
cause the Government of India has
adopted indifferent approach as it
is not in favour to carry forward the
process of peace in the state”, for-
mer chairman of Hurriyat and
Awami Action Commitee Chief

preae®

2 Y JAN 2N

Mirwaiz Umer Farooq told re-
porters before the meeting,

Ruling out any change in cormn-
position of the team announced by
the committee on January 11, Mir-
waiz said "it is not possible to select a
team on the conditions and direc-
tions of the government.”

"First they (Govt) accused us
(Hurriyat) of not being serious
about going to Pakistan but when
we announced the five-member
team they started putting hurdles
and impediments by not issuing
passports in favour of the team
members to facilitate the visit," the
Mirwaiz said.

Asked to comment on Chief
Minister Faroog Abdullah’s re-
marks that Hurriyat leaders are in

constant touch with Pakistan and .
are visiting Pakistan embassy in |

New Delhi at their will, Mirwaiz |

said "we want to go to Pakistan to
have talks with the government
and militant leadership based there
to explore possibilities of the reso-
lution of Kashmir issue.”

"After all Pakistan is an impor-
tant party to the Kashmir issue," he
said, adding we have received an
invitation tovisit that country toex-
plore possibilities of the solution of
the Kashmir issue.

—




_~Prospect of
Kashmir envoy

becomes dim

"E(k\ \From Page 1 3’! \
THIS IS where — despiteVihe

unprecedented attention that
America showered on India in the

past couple of years — India will
be grateful for a Bush administra-
tion. One of the first signs that
Dubya will do things differently
was when his new secretary of
state, General Colin Powell,
revoked all special coordinators
d special envoys who peppered
Fe Clinton administratton. The
heerful news in this for India is
that prospects of a special
Kashmir envoy are more and
more dim.

This may not be good news for
Pakistan, but it's music to India’s
ears. As a matter of fact, with Gen.
Powell urging sagactty in US deal-
ings with India, the fear in New
Delhi that it may have to reinvent
the wheel with the new adminis-
tration bas given way to relief.

This relief was articulated
by foreign minister Jaswant
Singh a couple of days ago when
he said India had no fears of the
new US administration follow-
ing a policy of “political isola-
tionism.” “Given the kind of
economic primacy the US has,
any kind of political isolation-
ism in the Bush presidency is
simply not there.”

Political isolationism is not a
fear. Neither is CTBT, a

ocles’ Sword the Clinton t

gdminisiration dangled over India
for years before a Republican-
controlled Senate put paid to Bill
Clinton's own pon-proliferation
dreams,

Mr Bush has indicated in no

mncertain terms that the CTBT is
dead. Even Jesse Helms, chair-
man of the Senate foreign rela-
tions panel, made mo bones about

his opposition to the treaty. /

Kbt on0/mis
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'Aurriyat Y
softens stand
on passports
P n ‘/P W |

FROM OUR CORRESPO? T

Srinagar, Jan. 20: The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference today ap-
peared to have softened its stance
on getting passports for the five
leaders selected to visit Pakistan,
saying travelling to the country is
“not our goal”, g, &r /Dx

“We are not gtu orfz é&ﬂ»
ing the issue of passports. Ob-
taining passports and going to
Pakistan is not our goal,” Huridy-
at chairman Abdul Gani Bhat
said after a meeting of the organi-
sation’s executive committee,

/ ‘Bhat criticised the Centre's
delay in taking a decision on issu-
ing the passports. “Hawks are out
to derail the peace process and
don't understand the rationale
behind th® Hurriyat members’
keenness to travel to Pakistan. We
want to resolve the problem pe-,
acefully and that is why we want
to travel to Islamabad,” he said.

“It is for the government to de-
cide whether or not to issue the
passports. We won't ask for it now.
We have decided it,” he added.

The Hurriyvat’s climbdown ca-
me hours before Pakistan accus-
ed India of a negative attitude th-
at it said could cause the chance
of resolving the dispute to “slip
away’,

Pakistan foreign ministry
spokesman Riaz Muhammad
Khan said Pakistan was hoping
Hurrivat leaders would be able to
visit the country soon. “We hope
that the formalities for their trav-
el will be completed soon.

“However, with the delay and
with the visibly.. negative atti-
tude on the part of the Indian au-
thorities, the opportunity for ad-
dressing the Kashmir dispute by
initiating a peace process, ap-
pearstobeslippingaway” hesaid. |
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Hardliners in Govt. sabotaging

peace process: Hurriyat \/

By Shujaat Bukhari q a

JAMMU, JAN. 20. Accusing the har-
dliners within the Indian leader-
ship of sabotaging the peace
process in Jammu and Kashmir,
the All-Party Hurrivat Conference
today said it would not insist on
trave] documents for all its lead-
ers as issuing them was the Cen-
tre’s prerogative. After a meeting

07 Hurrivat Conference leaders discussing
istan, at the outfit's headquarters in Srinaga

Gav
of the APHU executive in Srinagar,
the spokesman, Sheikh Abdur
Rasheed, read out a staternent:

“The hardliners within the
Union Government are bent up-
on sabotaging the peace process
initiated by the Prime Minister
and in this connection issuance of
travel documents is being held
back on one pretext or the other...

The Hurrivat reiterates its com-
mitment to a meaningful and
purposeful process to resolve the
Kashmir issue.”

“The Hurrivat imakes it clear to
the international community that
the process initiated by Mr. A, B.
Vajpavee, with the announce-
ment of a unilateral ceasefire, and
the creation of a conducive atmn-

— Phdto: Nissar Ahamed
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sphere is being ruined by hardlin-
ers within the Indian leadership.
who have created hurdles in the
resolution of the problem and
restoration of peace.”

If the Centre’s attitude became
a hurdle in the peace process, the
responsibility of its collapse
would be the Government's.

The Jamat-e-Islami leader,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, wds indis-
posed. The exccutive members
including, Mirwaiz Umar Faroog,
Mr. Abdui Gani L.one, Moulvi Ah-
bas Ansari, Mr. Yasin Malik and
Sheikh Abdul Aziz, besides Prof,
Abdul Gani Bhat, who chaired the
meeting, were present.

Before the meeting, the former
chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Faroog,
told presspersons that the Hurri-
vat had to take a final decision on
the Pakistan visit. But, the con-
glomerate would not be guided by
the Centre’s terms. "“Whatever de-

is taken will be in the in-
t5 of the movement.”

No need to extend

ceasefire: Page 1]~
-~
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0 security

The Times of India News Service and
Agencies .
o (3

JUINAGAR: Stepping up violence. the pro-
akistan Hirbul Mujahideen on Thursday blew
p two vehicles of security forces, killing seven
wans, including a BSF deputy commandant,
nd a daughter of an army captain in south
«ashmir. Eleven security personpel were also
njured, an official spokesperson said.

In the first incident, the militants blasted a
rehicle carrying a BSF team to a nearby camp.
vfinutes later, the militants struck on the
drinagar-Jammu  national  highway  at
Chechkote-Chursoo near Awantipora, sefting
off a powerful land-mine explosion which
extensively damaged an army bus carrying sol-
diers to Jammu, the spokesperson said, The
blasts, within half-an-hour of each other. were
the third major strike by militants in five days.

As a follow-up, the Pakistan-based Lashker-
e-Toiba (LeT) issued a new threat to target
vital government, army and security force
installations across the country if power supply
was not restored to the people in the Kashmir
Valley within five days. LeT spokesperson Abu
Usama said, “If our demand is not fuifilled,
activists of the outfit will target installations
across India.”

LeT, which carried out a suicidal attack on
the Red Fort last month and had threatened to
target the Prime Minister's Office, however,
said, “Civilian instailations will never be
attacked by us”

Meanwhile, the All-Parties Hurrivat
Conference (APHC) has decided to make
changes in the list of members who are to visit
Pakistan to further the peace process initiated
by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,

The decision had been made as the Centre
did not grant travel documents 1o the present
APHC delegation, an APHC insider said.

A senior APHC leader said on Thursday that
the visit to Pakistan would be undertaken
under all circumstances provided the central
leaders reacted positively to the proposal initi-
ated by the PM for the restoration of peace in
Jammn and Kashmir. Insiders in the APHC
said that the executive council might remove
the names of controversial members from the
delegation at its meeting to be held on
Saturday.
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men killed in J&K blast
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border fencing at Kangarh on Thursday.

WALKING IN A WIRED WORLD: Border Security Force personnel patrol the Indo-Fakistan
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Extend ceasefire only if violence ceases: Abdullah

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHIL: Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Farooq Abduilah, who briefed
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
home minister L.K. Advani about the prevaif-
ing law and order situation in the state in sepa-
rate meetings on Thursday, has expressed his
reservations about the extension of the cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir. The ceasefire
deadline, already extended once, expires in a
week’s time.

Talking to reporters after his meetings, Mr

Abduliah said that he would stand by the
Centre’s decision hut, at the samne time, pointed
out that militant attacks against innecent civil-
ians were still continuing. .
“Tetrorist groups like Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Hizbul Mujahedeen are under Pakistani con-
trol..they are attacking common citizens and do
not want peace to prevail,” he said, In his meet-
ing with the PM, Mr Abduliah is learnt to have
discussed the tremnd of suicide squads and

expressed his doubts over Pakistan’s.stricus-
ness towards the ceasefire,
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~ Take it or leave 1t,

_Advani tells

gA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTi

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — Rei-
terating the government’s
resolve not to grant passports
to all Hurriyat Conference
leaders, Mr LK Advani has said
only “eligible delegates” would
be granted travelling docu-
ments to visit Pakistan.

In an interview to RSS mouth-
piece Panchajonya, the Union
home minister said: “Those who
ought to get passports would
get it and if it is their precon-
dition that they would go to
Pakistan only if all of them are
issued passports, then let them
not go. That is their decision.”

Mr Advani alse made it clear
that the government was firm-
ly against holding tripartite
talks on Kashmir. “There’s no
question of tripartite talks and
that is the end of the matter.”

Emphasising the need to ac-
cept the concept of “federal
crime” to help the Centre tackle
anti-national activities, he said
though the states had not
accepted the idea, the Centre
would keep at it.

On the situation in Kashmir,
he said the government would
not consider it normal till Kash-
miri Hindus are able to return
to the valley and live in peace.

Meanwhile, the Hurriyat to-
day said a meeting of its exe-
cutive committee would soon be
called in Srinagar when it is

likely to reconsider its decision
to send a team to Pakistan in
the wake of the delay in issuing
passports to three of the five
delegates chosen by if. -

The Hurrivat nominated
five persons, including fire-
brand Jamaat leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, the People’s Lea-
gue chairman, Sheikh Abdul
Aziz, the People’s Conference
chief, Mr Abdul Gani Lone;
Shia leader Maulana Abbas An-

"garl and the former Hurriyat

chairman; Mr Mirwaiz Umer

Farooq, for the Pakistan visit.
(Of them, only Mr Lone and Mr

Faroog have the necessary
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Hurrlyat
LETING

B Fi-rén oﬁsé fﬁmes ths.t.destrn.\;ed ﬁ .v:hnp;;il.'lg .'!:.n.ﬁlex near rmglar
airport after Tuesday's Lashkar attack. The shoet-out toll has risen to 12
with the death nf a wnunded woman CHPF jawan on Wednesday - APIPT]

travel documents. Insiders said
the organisation was not
threatening cancellation of the
proposed visit and was, in fact,
making its stand as flexible ag
it could. Mr Geelani, under-
going medical treatment in
Delhi, has visited the Pakistani
High Commission and disc- .
ussed the Kashmir situation, :

.and reportedly conveyed that |

he would be unable to ws1t
Pakistan for health reasons.

® Editorial: Traditional
perspective, page 6

® BJP for close look at

J&K ceasefire, page 8 /



~6 fidayeen, 3 CRPF men die

Ultras raid

i

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE and
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, Jan. 16.
— 8Six Lashkar-e-Taivaba
suicide bombers in police
uniferm tried to storm the
high-security Srinagar airport
this afternoon, triggering a gun
battle that killed all six ultras,
three CRPF jawans and two
civiliang,

Flights were not disrupted
and no passenger was harmed.

The fidayeen (suicide squad)
hurled grenades and began
firing around 3.40 p.m. on the
CRPF personnel posted near
the airport’s first gate in a bid
to storm the main complex,
about 2 km away.

CRPF and Army personnel
retaliated and the hail of
bullets which went on for
nearly 15 minutes left four
fidayeen killed and 11 security
personnel, including four
women constables, injured.
Three wounded security perso-
nnel died in Air Force Hospital.

While four militants were
killed on the spot, the other two
died at the nearby shopping
complex which was surrounded
by security personnel who
engaged them in a gun battle.

The two civilians killed in the
shootout were a bank manager
and a 16-year-old girl. The girl
is suspected to be an associate
of the militants.

Police had prior information
of such an attack, said the state
DGP, Mr AK Suri. “We had
erected extra barriers leading
to the airport,” he said, adding
that the militants seized =a
vehicle of the state forest
corporation and followed the
motorcade of a minister who
was heading for the airport to
catch a flight to Delhi,

On 7 January, five fidaveen in
police uniform appeared near
the same gate in a stolen car
and tried to breach the CRPF
security cordon to enter the
Pain complex.

Dr Farcoq Abdullah, who
himself survived a Lashkar
grenade attack on Sunday,

Srinagar
irport

% SHKL
surveyed the airport after the
shootout. Later, after releasing
the first issue of J&K Secreta-
riat Newsletter, he said there
would be no bilateral talks with
Pakistan till it “brings down
violence to zero level”.

He said he would meet the
Prime Minister soon and appri-
se him of his view on the
extension of the ceasefire.
“Fhough the ceasefire has
silenced the borders, the killing
of innocents by militants have
increased.”

On the tremendous response
of voters in the panchayat polls,
the chief minister said this
reflected the people’s faith in
government’s honesty in devo-
lation of power. Some 663
candidates were today declared
elected from the 125 panchay-
ats that went to polls yesterday.

Defying threats and boycott
calls by militants and the
Hurriyat Conference, about 74
per cent of the nearly 2.5 lakh
voters exercised their franchise
in the border districts of Poon-
ch, Rajouri and Kupwara.

The government also!
announced that the cefigus.
operation in all parts of the
state had been completed. )

An alert has been sounded’
against ISI-sponsored milit-
ants entering Uttar Pradesh
via Haryana through the
Delhi-Wagah border by Sam- .
jhauta Express to strike at
Delhi and other places on
Republic Day-eve. Meanwhile,
Rajasthan police today said it
busted a Pakistani espionage
ring allegedly involving some
Armymen, with the arrest of a
Karachi-based man in Jaipur.
BJP condemns attack: The
BJP today condemned the
attack on Srinagar airport and
said it showed Pakistan's
determination to continue its
proxy war. This was likely to
affect the proposed Hurriyat
trip to Pakistan, Mr JP Mathur
sald. He said the attack proved
(en Pervez Musharraf was not
gincere in restoring peace in
Kashmir, adds SNS {rom
Delhi.



“Srinagar airport raid foiled

Six Lashkar fidayeen, 3 CRPF jawans, 2 civilians killed

Arun Joshi
Jamrmu, January 16
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SIX-member Lashkar-e-Tayyeba sukide
Als)quad was wiped out after it attempted] to
arge into the heavily

other militants too were killed, but so were three
CRPF men and two civilians - a bank official and
a teenaged pirl.

The jeep used was the one officially provided to
forest official Mohammad Yusuf Gabroo, who

was on his way to Delhi. The police ate probing
the role of the teenaged girl who was killed in the
gunbattle. Sources said she had been seen fre-
queatly in a three- wheeler near the airport. The
threre CRPF casualties were the result of the sud-

denncss with with the mili-

guarded Srinagar airport Tatton Ground R g o tauts opencd fire. The mili-
today, Three CRPF men and o Ao2% . REGAE CHOWK e S e tants for a few minutes acutal-
two civilians also died in the E S S S ; - ly took control of the X-Ray
initial burst of fire by the SHERGARH| "~ JALTHOWM. . T T elm pver toom at the Old Drop Gate at ¢
intruders. At least 13 persons T T RAJBAGH T Humhuma and  started
were injured. e _ g marching towards the airport.
The attack, among the most ; : g AL SWR '_' NAG& A R L It was then the Army,
brazen in the 12-vear-old his- Narayan Nath g~ 3. MANDE - AR NAGAR . Central Reserve Police Force
tory of secessionist violence in | TENGPUR . e . TuLSk R S Pt PAMMUNSHL and Jammu and Kashmir
Jammu and Kashmir, has cast Dhg, . - ' BAGH policemen engaged them in
an ominous shadow over the gy F 3 _ ' an encounter Tesulting in the
current ceasefire in the state, | GANGABUG g, ik "l - death of six militants, sources
Around 3 this afternoon, six ey, BARIL “f) Bovel Temple of Dogras PADSHAHE BAGH sajd. Many shops on the road-

men approached the first of
the multiple checkpoints lead-
" ing to the airport in a State

RAy BAGH ¥

SRINAGAR AIRPORT .77

Forest Corporation jeep they
had commandeered a while
carlier. The killers puiled upf
at the checkpoint, some 1.5
km from the airport's terminal
building.

The Marrier had becn erect-
ed pfily yesterday as the state
police had "specific infortna-

. MILITANTS

SECURITY DROP GATES

BSF Training Centre

-

on about an imminent
attack”.

When the militants, in combat dress, were
asked to identify themselves, they opened fire.
t The policemen chased them and killed two of

we them. By the time the encounter ended, the four

side were burnt during the
exchange of fire and hurling
of grenades. Abu Osama, a
spokesman of the Lashkar,
told The Hindustan Times on
phone that a group of six of its
activists has entered the air-
port complex and killed and
wounded the security person-
" nel there. He identified his
group's activists as Abu

Graphic by VINEY Abdullah , Abu Abdullah

was taken captive with his driver Mir in Basantar
by the six militants. Gabroo and Mir were held
captive till 6 p.m. at the Jhelum Valley Medical
College grounds. The jeep had tailed the convoy
of Works Minister Ali Mohammad Sagar, who

Tariq, Abu Nazaullah, Abu
Os:zuma, Abu Saif and Abu Khabib.

T he latest attack comes closc on the heels of an
att¢ mpt on the life of Farooq Abdullah two days
ago and onc day after the beginning of the pan-

chayat polls that registered a very heavy mmout./
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(CWINNING WAYS

Seuumtvenuinevekunnenlarehnke&w\

OMETHING Like Dxpermion Sadbhavana launched by the

army in border o s oo ana Kishmir sheuld have
been attempted aoved o nonoun Crccessarily by the army,
wWhose Core drea o canpewnee s sl development work, The
Kargi! Comnuites Report nafed some drawbacks in mulitary
intelligence und ;m maredness, but what contributes to in-
surgency Is The 1 0i the admini=tration to misdirect
expendilure. it vrse. thelis own pockels winh funds
meant for deso opment. Lokl the stale of development in
Pakistan-occiped Roasbuing i- worse, with madrasas nur-
turing jehued o place of educiation. This euts both ways: Pol's
poor economic sliuation meane thousands of unemployed
vouth are d\.i'ldblt’ or recruiment in militant ranks.
ais. hospials, opportunities to wark
this side of the LoC would give them
dering at least the passive support that
the army nesds for counier-insurgency operations, It is clear
there is a yearning ey peie in the Valley; it is equally clear
that some elements at least in Pakistan are intent on keeping
the pot boring in kashmir. Indiss blind support for the
Soviet cause it Afghanistan has stoked the jehadists’ ire
agdmat {ndia. Musharra's dovernmient does not appear toe
have acguired any selluts slake in rening them in; Nawar
Sharif fell because he was perceived as being too soft or
India. In this situation. governmer! should persist with
ongoing peace efforts, but alse atlernpt ts change the ground
realities tn s favour, an important wmponem of which

would be tening up the adpunisiration and e g that
development activilies 1ake place in the Vailley, //

and trado inr hd'
a gTeziLer SLake in

.'
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A high stakes gam

AGING  PEACE  in

Kashmir is turning

out to he as hazard-

ous an enterprise as

aging militancy or containing

trorism. The Ramzan ceasefire

s barely holding, and the Vaj-

payee Government has come un-

der tremendous pressure to abort

this exercise in self-restraint. The

strategic question is whether the

indian State can find the political

resourcefuiness and administra-

tive resilience not to allow itself to

be provoked by Pakistan into call-
ing off the ceasefire.

The imperative to keep cool be-
cemes all thc more urgent be-
cause the ceasefire initiative is
almed at undermining the major
planks of Pakistan’s strategy in
Kashmir. In the last decade or so,
Pakistan has forged four major in-
strumentalities in Kashmir, but

each of these four has been

eracked apen.

The first, and foremost, of these
is the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
eRce, set up on September 3,
1993. By bringing all the disparate
groups under one umbrella, Pa-
kistan imparted a coherence to
the secessionist sentiments and
awtonomist urges. The APHC's
task was to sustain, stoke, and
mabilise the dissatisfaction with
the Abdullah dynasty, to capital-

The strategic question
és whether the Indian
state can find the
political
resourcefulness and
administrative
resilience not to allow
itself to be provoked
~into calling off the
- ceasefire in Jammu
‘and Kashmir, writes
HARISH KHAKE.

ise on the popular alienation, to
guestion the legitimacy of Jammu
and Kashmir's links with India,
andd, to undermine the political
respectability of the National
Conderence and other “pro-In-
dia” outfits,

For a while, the APHC was able
%o paper over the cracks between
the secessionists, who wanted
merger with Pakistan, and the au-
tonomists who preferred an “in-
dependent Kashmir”. But this
divergence was too fundamental
to be managed;Mr. Shabir Shah
warted company early. Nonethe-

less, the APHC was able to project
itself as the voice of the “Kashmiri
resistance’’.

Second, on the "military front”’,
Pakistan put in place a number of
militant outfits, of which the Hiz-
bul Mujaheedin was the largest,
These militant  groups were
armed, financed, trained and mo-
tivated by the [SI professionals,
and were abte to pin down large
numbers of security forces. Each
instance of high-handedness on
the part of security forces provid
ed new recruits for the 'jehadi”
outfits. Perhaps Pakistan had un-
derestimated the Indian state’s
staying power; no doubt the Indi-
an security forces suffered bat the
political  leadership,  cutting
across party lines, was able to ab-
sorb Josses. Pakistan was eventu-

ailly forced to induct “foreign™
militant groups to clinch the issue
militarily. That alsu did not work.

Third, on the religious front, the
Jamaat-e-Tslami was encouraged
to Islamise the “struggle”. A
whole chain of madrassas was
funded, which in turn became the
breeding ground of religious in-
tolerance and bigotry, and pro-
vided just the maorivation to
sustain a “jehad”. 1t is as the Ja-
maat-e-Islami leader that Syed Ali
Shah Geelani carned a name for
himsell 4s a hardliner. The task
assigned to the religious funda-
mentalists was to inject a *'Mus-
iim Kashmir” wversus “Hindu
India” dichotomy.

The fourth, and last, instru-
mentality was to forge an interna-
tional network of “Kashmiri

PRAYING FOR PEACE: At a mosque

L —————
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TVZAL
groups”, especially injBurope and
America, who would work the
"cause” constituency From Ge-
neva to L.ondon to New Yok, aile-
gations of human rights violations
and denial of civil liberties were
wantonly made. There were
enough instances of brutality and
insensitivity to provide grist to the
propaganda mill. The Kashmiri
diaspora was mobibised, The in-
ternational community, it
seemed, was quite prepared to
pronounce India “guilty”.

These four instrumentalities

were used imaginatively to make
secession look respectable and to
depict miljtants’ terror and vio-
lence as a legitimate tool in the
hands of “freedom fighters”. The
militants ipso facto could commit
the

no excesses and security

forces simply could not do any-
thing right or honorgbie; the
APHC and the Jamaat-e- Islami
wete deermned to be the authentic
voice of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, while everyone else, a
Farooq Abdullah or a Ghulam Ra-
soal Kar or a Mufti Mohammed
Syed was pronounced an Indian
“stooge”. Nur was anyone pre-
pared to consider that Pakistan's
accent on a religion-centric in-
compatability was against the
grain of the Kashmiri people.
Nonetheless, the stalemate per-
sisted, The combination of the
four insttumentalities was not
enough to “liberate” Kashmir;
nor, were the Indijan forces capa-
ble of su overwhelming a brutality
as to totally subdue the ‘‘resist-
ance”. Then came Kargil, when

the prize, peace
N\

Pakistan could not force the issuc
militarily. What was worse for the
Kashmiri “freedom fighters' was
that the international community
began to rethink its one-sided as-
sumption of rights and wrongs in
the Kashmir conflict.

It is in this context that the cea-
sefire initiative has begun paying
some dividends. The decision to
cease operations against the mil-
itants meant an immediate relief
for the populace in the Kashmir
Valley; the citizens were no longer
subjected to the hassle of investi-
gation, intimidation and humili-
ation at the hands of the security
forces. Suddenly, the citizens
could visualise a scenario other
than the daily dance of death.
Much to the horror of Pakistan,
the people of Kashmir suddenly
realised how tired they were of vi-
olence, between the security
forces and the Mujahideen. The
indigenous  “freedom-fighters”
themselves appeared fatigued af-
ter ten years at the barricades,
and, were now willing to give
“dialogue” a chance.

The artificial patch-up between
the pro-merger secessionists and
the Kashmiri “nationalists” came
apart; finally, Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone could gatber the courage to
spell it out that if the '"‘jehadis”
wanted to capture the Red For,
there was no need for them to do
s0 at the expense of the Kashmiri
youth. Perhaps the “nationalists”
could tell the Islamists that nei-
ther was Pakistan capable of
changing the military balance nor
would the international commu-
nity permit any redrawing of
maps with blood.

The ceasefire upset the balance
of calculations that had informed
Pakistan’s approach, especially
because New Delhi appeared to
be setting the agenda from a posi-
tion of strength. Tt was only nat-
ural that Islamabad should want
to do everything possible to derail
the peace offensive, even if Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayce had an-
nounced his willingness to talk to
Pakistan at any levcl. The increase
in the militant vielence in and
outside the Valley is not only an
atternpt to keep alive the fiction of
a  well-entrenched ‘'resistance
movement'’, it is also a cunning
ploy to explait the differences
within the Vajpayee Government
so that New Delhi itself says
enough is enough and refuses to
extend the ceasefire bevond Janu-
ary 26. Pakistan has invested so
heavily in viclence as the idiom of
diplomacy that it has no use for
dialogue; and, it shrewdly relies
on the hawks in New Delhi to en-
sure-that the gun regains its pri- _

THacy 1n Kashmir.



Zire in the
valley

HE RECENT blasts in
I fammu and Kashmir

have exploded hopes of
an early solution of the issue.
Despite the ceasefire, the
situation vis-a-vis militancy in
the State in general and the
Kashmir valley in particular
continues to be disturbing,
The Fidayeen {(suicide squads)
have made a comeback. From
the attempt on the highiy-
protected Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, to the
attack on the Srinagar airport,
the militants have been
adamant in their disregard of
the much-publicised
ceasefire.

Hopes of complete peace
and normality returning had
risen but now clouds of
doubt are gathering. The
panchayat elections have only
added to the list of civilian
casualties as militants target
political activists.

Comparing the 50 days of
the ceasefire with the

compared to 206 killed in the
50 days prior to the ceasefire.
But 158 civilians were slain
during the ceasefire as against
128 in the 50 days before it.
The casuality rate among the
security forces was on the
decline as they were not
going after the militants.

The Fidayeen, meanwhile,
are spreading terror. Official
spurces say that since the
ceasefire came into force they
have struck nine times, the
latest being at the airport.
The attacks on “soft targets’’
such as political activists and
informers have also touched a
high. Of the 14 political
activists slain in the ceasefire
period, 13 belonged to the
ruling National Conference
(NC).

Though the Army has
pubilicly supported extension
of the ceasefire, the State
Government seems to be
dead against it on the basis of
the changing situation on the ‘

The recent blasts in Jammu and Kashmir
have exploded hopes of an early solution,
says SHUJAAT BHUKARI.

previous 50 days, the Chief
Minister speaks against it.

The State authorities say
the ceasefire has failed to
deliver and is “proving to be
a big risk for India”.
According to statistics with
the State Government, being
furnished to the Union Home
Ministry on a daily basis, 50%
incidents of militancy- related
violence were reported in the
50 days of the ceasefire which
started in the last week of
November and is in force till
January 26.

The number of such
incidents in the 50 days
before the ceasefire is put at
508. And, the officials point
out that the security forces
did not initiate any
operations during the
ceasefire. “Operations at their
(security forces) instance have
not been there and the
violence by militants has
gone up,” said a senior
efficer. The number of
militants killed fell during the
ceasefire period -— 95 as

ground. The central
intelligence agencies are also
not in favour of any
extension, though the
ceasefire was initiated on
their reports, say top official
sources.

The only dividend from the
ceasefire has been quiet on
the borders, said a security
official.

It is a win-win situation for
the militants. Last
Wednesday, there were
spontaneous protests by over
6000 people demanding the
bodies of the six militants
killed in the airport
encounter. “‘This shows the
strong bonds of love,
cooperation and assistance
between the Mujahideen and
the Kashmiri people,” said
Prof. Hafiz Mohammad Saeed
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
Officials admit that it had a
bearing on the situation as a
whole. “People teel the
militants have an upper hand
so they switched over to their

i side,” said an official. 4/
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Infiltration up

Q\‘// \Muh," he said. The Army ha
2

Arun Joshi
Jammu, January 15

INFILTRATION OF armed mili-
tants from Pakistan into Jammu
and Kashmis has gone up this win-
ter, with almost 70 to 80 of them
crossing the border every month.

According to the reports avail-
able with the security agencies, in
the past 45 days alone, nearly 150
militants — most of them foreign
mercenaries —— managed 10 sneak
into the border state.

More than 3,000 militants are
teportedly waiting for a& chance
to cross the border, the reports
said.

Earlier, the Line of Conirsol
(LoC) had been the favourite
route into India, but now the mili-
tants are using the international
border for the purpose.

Northern Command chief Lt
Gen. H. M. Khanna confirmed
that infittration figures had gone
up and the international horder
was being used to enter into India.
"We cannot sit on every inch of the
border and prevent infiltration.
This is a porous border with
treacherous tersain and stopping
infifteation 2™ other is very diffi-

-
WA

N et
up a very strong counter-infiltra-
tion grid, he said.

As of now operations against
militants stand suspended in the
wake of unilateral ceasefire
announced by the Prime Minister,
"Even if we assume that the level
of the infiltration is low, we need
to address the fact that there are
o operations against militants in
the hinterland,” a senior security

® Hupwara
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JAMMU
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INFILTRATION ROUTES

AND KASHMIR | Earty 90s

official said.

With increased infiltration, mili-
tant activities are on the rise,
While more than 60 security per-
sonnel and nearty 150 civilians feil
victim to militancy, only 50 milt-
tants have been killed after the
ceasefire came into effect.

The frequent attacks on security
camps, blasts and shootouts are
causing CONCern among security
forces.

LINE OF CONTROL
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after truce For Hurt

a matter

Arun Joshi
Jammy, January 15 \

>
FOR THE past month, the Afl
Party Hurrivat Conference has
been struggling to overtcome its
adversities and has partly succeed-
ed in undoing some of the jinxes.
However, the conglomerate is
helpless ay {ar as the health of some
of its leading lights is concerned.

Very often when some of the
Huroiyat leaders are not available
for interviews or on telephone, it
is a foregone conclusion that they
are unwell. They don't pose polit-
ical illness, they realty are ilt.

"T am sick". is 4 coramon refrain
of some of these leaders. "My
heaith s not good and 1 cannot
travel Jong distances.” is another
often-heard comment from them.

On Thursday, Jamait-i-Islami
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
keeping in mind his weak heart,
stayed off the crucial APHC meet-
ing that included him in the five-
member Pakistan-bound team.,

On Friday, Geelani was in
Pelhi. Politically speaking, he
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challenges
uvitras after

&

SRINAGAR, Jan. 14, — Mili-
tants today made an abortive
attempt on the life of Dr Farcoq
Abdullah, firing two rifle
grenades when the chief
minister was addressing a
gathering after inaugurating a
bridge at Habbakadal here.
Pakistan-based  Hizbul
Mujahideen claimed responsi-
bility for the attack and vowed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

- to continue striking against

him and other Indian leaders
unless they “reversed their
treacherous policies,” said an
AFP report from Muzaffara-
bad, PoK capital. ’

One grenade fell into the
Jhelum, the other exploded
outside the meeting venue.
There was no loss of life,
officials said,

Undeterred by the attack, Dr
Abdullah said he won't be
cowed down by bullets and
bombs, and nobody could deter
him from the path of restoring
peace in Jammu & Kashmir.

“Faroog na pahle ghabraya hai
na agey ghabrayege,” (Faroog
has never feared in the past nor
would he fear in the future), he
said, resuming his address
disrupted for a short while
when the militants fired
grenades towards him around
12.30 p.m. Security forces
deployed there fired shots in the
air to scare away the militants.

Dr Abdullah rejected the
demand for tripartite talks
among India, Pakistan and
representatives of J&K people
as demanded by the Hurriyat
Conference. “There is no pur-
pose in tripartite talks and
Pakistan would soon realise
that it had to hold talks with
India alone.”

He said the only solution to the
Kashmir problem was granting

bid on life

1S

autonomy to the state and
suggested that the Line of
Control be converted ta an in-
ternational border. He said the
process of peace initiative would
be taken to its logical end.

Dr Abdullah said he had told
the Centre to allow all
Hurriyat leaders to wisil
Pakistan to see for themselves
the plight of the people there.
He said Mr Abdul Gani Lone,
after his return from Pakistan,
had admitted that the gun had
wreaked havoc in Kashmir.

Ceasefire extension?

In Bali the Prime Minister
today was non-commirtal on
extending the ceasefire in J&K
bevond 26 January, accu&ung

“certain elements in Pakistan”
of continuing with terrarist
activities in the state.

But after his retirn te Delhi, Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee said: “There
is a view that the ceasefire
should be further extended...All
issues will be considered and a
final decision an the issue will be
taken by the Cabinet Committee
on Security.”

“Wait for some more time,” he

said in Bali when asked to spell
out what sort of future
direction he wanted to give to
his policy on Pakistan in the
light of Lahore declaratien,
Kargil conflict and the
ceasefire in J&K.
Advani condemns attack: Mr
LK Advani has condemned the
“dastardly attack” on Dr Abdu-
lah. “Following the recent inc-
ident at the Red Fost and now
with today's incident in Sri-
nagar, the entire situation will
be reviewed hefore 26 January
26,” SNS adds from Delhi.

B Focus on Geelani
passport: page 8
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. Senior Hurriyat
feader, Syed Ahmed Shah Geela-
ni, artived here today, triggering
speculation whether he was the
advance party of the All-Party
tlurriyat Conference (APHC) det-
egation which is scheduled to visit
Pakistan on January 15, The Gov-
ernmeit is yet to take a final view
whether or not to issue passports
ta two of the five members of the
Hurivatl team.

However, it was being stated
thar Mr. Geslani arrived here be-
cause he wanted to be medically
examined, It was learnt that he
had been advised a few days rest,
again raising 2 question mark
whether the Hurriyat ieadership
itsell was preparing greund for a
delay by a day or two in travelling
to Pakistan,

On the other hand, Mr. Abdul
Gant Lone, wha has been camp-
ing here for a few days [again, for
a medical check-up} and wio has
been named as part of the five-
memnber delegation, is planning
fo leave for Srinagar tomorrow,

Mr. Lome had eatlier asni-
nounced his disinclination to visit
Pakistan as part of the APHC
team.

A mood of pessimism prevails
in the Hurrival camp here. The
APHC leaders helieve the Govern-
ment of India is not “sincere” in
its “peace-offensive”; otherwise
why would the Union Home Min-
istry keep trying to dictate terms
1o the APHLC.

This attitude is “an insult to the

Hurrwat
leader.

accordmg to a senior

The decision an whegi ar nat -

to fet Syed Geelani and Sheikh
Aziz travel to Pakistan would be
taken by the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, when he returns
on Sunday from his visit to Viet-
nam and Indonesia. The Govern-
ment appears to be divided on the
issue, as the apprehension is that
Pakistan would go out of its way
to project Syed Geelani as the
most authentic voice of the Hurri-
vat; this may not be mizch appre-
ciated by others like Mirwaiz
Umer Farcog, Mr. Yaseen Malik
or even by Mr, Lone.
Meanwhile, Mr. Bhushan Ba-
raz, president of the fammu and
Kashmir Democratic Forum and a
political mentor to the Mirwaiz,
has issued a statement demand-
ing that the Centre issue pass-
poris to the APHC delegation.
“The Centre showed its positive
attitude by declaring unifateral
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir
and then extending it. it should
continue to show that attitude
and issue passports 1o all the five
Hurrivat leaders."”
UNI reports from Srinagai
The APHC Chairman, Prof. Ab-
dul Gani Bhat, oday said they
were ready to accept “extension
by a day or two” of the January 15
date, set for their 1eam to leave Tor
Pakistan for tatks on Kashmir.
He said they were vet ta receive
a communication from the Gov-
ernment of India. “We can under-
stand that Saturday and Sundav

eelani V|S|t sparks \s‘ﬁculatlon

being off \S¢ in' the Government
departments,| the Centre can
raake avaitabje travel documents
10 the Hurrivgt delegation oniy by
Manday.”

Asked whether he would visit
Pakistan at a later date, he said
“ves, I will. If all goes well. the
Hurrivat leaders will have to trav-
el extensively between New Delh
and Islamabad till a tasting an.
peaceful solution to this 50-yea.
problem is found.”

About the stalement of the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K
Advant, that the Government
would take an independent deci-
sion of1 giving passports, he said
the Hurriyat had nominated its
delegation and "now the ballis in
the Centre’s court. They have to
decide on it.”

Pak. to keep al;,ehannels
open: Pa

-

THE M, Hw(

wishes its readers a Happy
Pougal and Sankranti.

Our office will remain
closed teday and there
will be no issue of
THE HINDAJ dafed
15th January, 2001,
Conseguently, the
Metroplus supplement
pormally published vn
Mondays has been
released with today’s issue.

JOINT MANAGING DIRECTOR
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“Army favours

STATESMAN‘I'\IEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. — The
Army is in favour of further
extending the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir beyond
26 January. That would be its
recommendation to the Centre,
the Chief of the Army Staff said
here today.

General § Padmanabhan,
however, made it clear that it
was for the Centre to take a
decision based on an overall
assessment of the situation.

“There is reason to hope that
the ceasefire will lead to better
things", he told reporters. The
situation was much better now,
there were fewer civilian and
military casualties along the
frontier and there had been a
reduction in infiltration, he said.

Also “holding” was Pakistan’s
directive to its army to observe
maximum restraint along the
Line of Control, Gen Padm-

. anabhan said. However, two

militant outfits that had openly
opposed the ceasefire were
continuing their strikes. But
“the more they act they more
they lose the confidence of the
people”, said the General. In the
days ahead they would find it
hard to function in the absence
of local assistance, he falt.

Even though most of the local

{ outfits had made statements

rejecting the ceasefire, the
reality was that they had
scaled down their activity.
There may have been no formal
reciproeation of the ceasefire,
but the response was positive.
Pakistan’s maximum restraint
order had to be seen in that
context, he said.

Perhaps more important
thing that happened after 27
November was the substantial
political activity taking place
that mlght lead to a peace

process, and above all the
“huge burgeoning of hope in the
pecple”, he  gaid. The
atmosphere in the Valley was
much more relaxed of late,
people could be seen on the
streets after 10 p.m. All that
augured well.

In comparison to these the
gains that might accrue to the
militants were “insignificant”
the General said. Even if they
used the ceasefire to regroup,
the security forces knew where
they were and could get them if
necessary. The ceasefire would
not prove a handicap if
operations had to be resumed.

“Non-initiation of combat
operations” would be a more
appropriate term than
“ceasefire”, Gen Padmanabhan
said, because even now the
forces took action on the basis
of specific information about
the militants’ activity,

The General rejected the view
that the morale of the troops
would suffer as a result of the
suspension of the operatlons
against the militants.

There had been no reduction
of the Pakistani army’s
deployment along the Lo{/
border in J&K, the Chief ass-
erted, but troops that had been
moved to the forward areas for
training or other purposes had
been withdrawn. By that logic
so also had the Indian forces
pulled back.

A conscious effort was on to
gradually prune deployment to
the irreducible minimum
levels, Gen Padmanabhan said.
BJP hails Army stand: The
BJP today welcomed Gen
Padmanabhan’s comments
favouring extension of the
ceasefire. The party leader Mr
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi said
positive results came after
extension of the ceasefire.

extension of
J&K ceasefire

No mvitation
to Musharraf,
says Brajesh

PTI & UNI

BALI (Indonesia), Jan. 12. —
India today said it had not

invited General Pervez Mush- -

arraf to visit Delhi for talks.
“No Invitation bas been

extended to Gen Musharraf,”

the Prime Minister's principal

secretary, Mr Brajesh Mishra, '

told reporters here referring to
a Pakistani newspaper report.

On the Hurriyat delegation’s
proposed visit to Pakistan, Mr
Mishra said: “After the Prime
Minister’s return to Dethi, it
will be decided whether per-
mission should be given to one
or some or all of them.”

The Hurriyat chairman Mr
Abdul Gani Bhat said the
delegation wouldn’t go to
Pakistan if passports were not
issued to all the five members, a
report adds from Srinagar.
Meet on N-risk: Experts from
India and Pakistan will meet
in Islamabad tomorrow to dis-
cuss ways of averting an
accidental nuclear confiict.

An Indian delegation of

former diplomats and defence .

experts will atiend a seminar
organised by an NGO in Islam-
abad on nuclear restraint and
risk reduction, reports AFP.

Kashmir violence:

Abdul |

Majid Mir, brother of National '

Conference MLA, Mr Dilawar
Mir, was killed by militants in
north Kashmir this morning.
In Sopore, five people were
injured in a grenade explosion.
Elsewhere in the Valley, four
ultras and a jawan were killed
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Hawks and doves don’t r
fit in my politics: Bhat'

Arun Jashl
Jammuy, January 12

LL-PARTY Hurriyat
Conference chairman
hdul Ghani Bhat said the

APHC had effected an accommo-
datjon  within  itself while
announcing the five-member del-
egation to Pakistan on Thursday
evening. Bhat said this in a tele-
phonic interview on Friday.

He said that the delegation com-
position was a "sufficient and fair
demonstration of accommoda-
tion. We have also shown that we
are not guided by self aggrandise-
ment”,

When asked if the "accommoda-
tion" meant the nomination of the
two hard liners, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani and Sheikh Abdul Aziz,
in the delegation, the Hurriyat
Conference chairman replied, "1
don't draw lines between hardlin-

ers and softliners nor do I believe
in hawks and doves. These things
do not fit in the mathematics of
my politics.”

Geelani unhappy

.JFORMER CHAIRMAN of the

AHPC Syed Ali Shah Geefani is
angry with the exscutive council
for having annouhced a five-
member delegation for the pra-
posed visit to Pakistan, without
the Indian Govemment first giv-
iNg passports to all s seven
members, UNIL, New Delnl

Bhat disclosed that he would
visit Pakistan later. "Let them
make a beginning. We will go and
say well done,

“Now, when there are signs of
friendship emerging between
India and Pakistan, I can go any-
time. There will be many more vis-

its," the Hurriyat Conference
chairman said.

He was hopeful that the Centre
would give passports to all mem-
bers of the delegation,

"Our delegation will not go to
Pakistan unless ail the five mem-
bers are given passports, We are
not going for a pleasure trip to
Pakistan," said Ghani Bhat.

When reminded about Union
Home Minister L K Advani's
observation that the Centre would
not go by the Hurriyat's choice on
whom to send to Pakistan, Bhat
said, "Advani is tight. The Centre
has its own priorities and strate-
gies and we have our own. We will
go by our own choice and not by
that of the Centre.”

He said that Peoples Conference
Chairman Abdul Ghani Lone, who
is amnong the five nominated for the
delegation, "will have to go". "We
will request him to go,” Bhat said.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHI, JAN1Z

S,
- HURRIYAT Conference leadersshould be
allowed to go to Pakistan if they think it could
help the peace process in the state; founder
member of JKLF and hijacker of Indian Air-

lines plane Hashim Qureshi said herc on Fri- ;

day.

CIeis all right if somebody makes a move to
buy peace and the move should be appreciated
by everyone,” Qureshi told newsmen while being
taken to Srinagar tostand trial there.

‘The 47-year-old Qureshi asked all groups to
unite and usher peace in the state. "After all
peace has to be restored at all costs as thisis the
cry of every Kashmir, he said.

Askedwhether he would be participating in
the peace process initiated in the state after the
announcement of ceascfire by Prime Minister
Atal Beharl Vajpavee, Qureshi said "I have
come here leaving my business and family only
to extend a hdpmg hand in bringing losi pres-
tige to the state.”

Taking a dig at Pakistan, CQrurcshi said "Pak-
. istan should be made to understand that when

e final despensation of Kashmir comes, it will
include Gilgit, Baltistan and Hunza, which have
been illegaly annexed by Pakistan.”

Denying the charges levelled by Pakistan-
based JKLF chief Amanullah Khan that his ar-
rest was stage managed, Qureshi, who arrived
here on December 29 from Copenhagen, said

* "there 15 no deal between me and the Govern- .

ment. If there was a deal than I would nof have
~ beenlanguishing in Jail fur last 14 days."

Qureshi said that he would even consider
going to Pakistan if it was required to bring
peace to Kashmiri people.

Asked specifically whether he would go to
Pakistan to talk to militant groups, Qureshi,
who has been quite vocal against Islamabad’s
policy towards Kashmir, said "I do not know as of
nowbut I may."

Qureshi, who later formed Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic . Liberation Party
(JKDLP), pledged his full support to the Cen-
tre's peace initiative in the state saving, "I have

\l’- 77

llow Hurnyat men to visit Pak: Qureshn

N

JKLF founder member Hashim Qureshi surrounded by security before being produced in front of
the additional chief metropolitan magistrate V K Maheshwari in Delhi on Thursday — P77/

come here to support (Prime Minister Atal Be-

hari) Vajpayee’s peace initiative."
Encircled by a team of Jammu and Kashmir

. policemen hedded by Deputy Superintendent

of Police R § Sharma, Qureshi said he was very
happy to go to his motherland after nearly three
decades. - o

"This love for my mothertand forced me to
withdraw the petition from Delhi High Court

challenging my detention and subsequent tran-
sitremand to the state po]jce," he said, adding "I
love Kashmir and L am going back for the peaple

“of mymotherland.”

Travelling on a Dutch passport, Qureshi was
atrested at the Indira Ganthi International Air-
port after he surrendered before the immigra-

“tion authorities, who later hanged him over to

the Delhi Police.

|
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‘Defer
announcement
on temple’

By Gur Special Correspondent
AMMEDABAD, JAN. 11. The BIF presi-

appealed to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and its “Dharma San-
sad” to defer announcing the
dates for the construction of the
Ram temple in Avodhya to help
settle the dispute outside the
court.

Talking t¢ mediapersons here,
Mr, Laxman referred to the state-

pointing out that the dispute
could be settled either through
negotiations or in a court of law.

He requested the VHP and the |

“Dharma Sansad”, which is
scheduled to announce at the
“Kumbh Mela” in Allahabad the
dates for beginning the temple
construction, to give “a fair
chance to the efforts being made
to resolve the dispute outside the
court”',

On the party’s recent reverses
int the municipal corporation and
the panchayat elections in Guja-
rat, Mr. Laxman contradicted the
Chief Minister, Mr. Keshubhai Pa-
tel’s claim that his Government
was not responsible for the deba-
cle. Holding both the party-led
Government and the organisation
"equally responsible”, the BJP
chief said corrective tneasures
would be taken before the month-
end to restore the people’s confi-
dence in the party.

Sadhus guestien VHP

urriyat rejects ig ‘ad

By Harish Khare P‘)/\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11. The Centre is
likely to give passports to all five
Hurrivat leaders who have been

dent, Mr. Bangaru Laxman, today selected by the APHC chairman,

Prof, Abdul Gani Bhat. The Cen-
tre’s decision will be made after
the Prime Minister's return, but
the crucial consideration will be
that the Hurrivat executive is seen
as having rejected the ‘jehadis’ in
Pakistan and has, instead, opted
for the ‘peace process’.

Though the composition of the

¢ delegation appears to be tilted in
mernts by the Prime Minister, '

Hinduism: Page 13 |

favour of the hardliners, it has
been noted that the APHC exec-
utive has refused to sing to the
United Jehad Council's (UJC)
tune, which has consistently re-
jected the 'peace process’ strate-

gyThe resolution passed by the
executive simply, but significant-
ly, notes: "'Our agenda is too clear
to need any repetition. We hope
that the Government of India will
see 1o it that the peace process to
resolve the Kashmir dispute is not
put in jeopardy.” This is total var-
iation with the UJC's persistent
demand that the APHC should
not come to Pakistan if it wanted
to further the 'peace process’.
After today's development in
Srinagar, the Centre feels the con-
troversy over the composition of
the Hurriyat team has already
served a crucial purpose in bring-
ing oul in sharp contrast a basic
divide within the separatist con-
stituency, between the Kashmiri
nationalists and the Islamic reli-
gionalists, While the former hold
the view that the Kashmir ‘dis-
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pute’ is a political struggle for
rights, dignity and hutonomy of
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the latter believg that what is
going in Kashmir is a religious
struggle between Islam and oth-

ers.
The religi%usgliewjkﬁgkﬁeen

most forcefully put forward by the
senior Hurriyat leader, Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, while the ‘national-
ist’ view has been advocated,
among others, by another senior
Hurriyat leader, Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone.

Significantly enough, Syed Gee-
lani's views have been disowned
by his own organisation, the Ja-
maat-e-Islami. Its chief, Mr. Ghu-
lam Mohammed Bhat, has
asserted that the Kashmiris were
engaged in a political struggle. "It
is an issue of all the people living
in the State. If we have to find a
solution of this vexed Kashmir is-
sue, then we have to take people
of all faiths along. We believe that
this issue can be settled through
peaceful means.”

OQutside the Hurrivat, another
important leader, Mr. Shabir
Shah of the Demagcratic Freedom
Party, has not only suggested that
the Hurriyat was vet to prove its
representative  character, but
thinks that “the Hurriyat has to
take people into confidence. Be-
sides, there should be the inctu-
sion of all the sections in it,
including Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists’.

In the last analysis, the Centre
may allow the Hurriyat team to
visit Pakistan.

e )

Red Fortélosé

By Our Staff Reporter

| NEW DELHI, 1AN. 11. The Red Fort

was once again closed to the
public today. However, it was not
the fear of terrorists but a war of

\

words between the Delhi police, '

the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia, and the Army over security
of the complex that resulted in its
closure.

While ASI officials refused to
say whether the fort would be
open tomorrow, the day left
many visitors, who had already
bought tickets, feeling cheated.

Sources in the ASI said police
formally gave it in writing yester-
day that they would be unable to

i provide security to the fort as

they were short-staffed. The ASI-
run museurn had been guarded
by over a dozen Delhi policemen
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. since
December 29 foliowing the Red
Fort shootout.

The matter came to a head to-
day at 9 a.m., official hour when
the Army hands over charge to
the police. Apparently, there
were no policemen to take
charge. Asked to hand over the

- charge to the ASI, the Army re-

fused, saying the ASI's security
personnel were unarmed and
were not trained for the job. After
a 30-minute wait, the Command-
“ing Officer of the post ordered
closure of the fort.

Insisting that the ASI had the
workforce to provide security, an
ASI official said, “We have the
staff to look after the museum,
but the Army says they are not
efficient. The Delhi police, who
have been asked to provide secu-
rity, say they do not have the
men."




~Wabhid supportskilaipayee
position on Kashmir

By Amit Baruah 9 <

JAKARTA, JAN. 11. The Indonesian
President, Mr. Abdurrahman Wa-
hid, today said he supported the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
pavee’s stand on Kashmir as five
agreements, including the forma-
tion of a Joint Commission and
defenice cooperation, were signed
in the presence of the two leaders.

At a joint press conference, Mr.
Wahid said a recent proposal put
¢ forward by his Defence Minister,
. Mr. Mahfud M.D,, for a defence
pact among Indonesia, China, In-
dia and Russia did not come up in
his talks with Mr. Vajpayee, but
would be discussed at the minis-
terial-level.

Confirming the change in ap-
proach on backing India for a seat
on the United Nations Security
Council, Mr. Wahid said " person-
ally, of course” he supported the
idea but it bad to be “discussed
within the Government", He also
opposed terrorism “‘everywhere’.

On his Defence Minister's pro-
posal, Mr. Wahid said “specific
items’” like this did not figure in
the discussions. It, however, has
to be added that the Indonesian
President can often take ""person-
al” stands of “support” which
may or may net transform them-
selves into institutional positions.
Though there could be discus-
sions on the “security pact”, such
proposals are unlikely to go very
far.

The agreement on defence is
significant as India could supply
some naval patrol boats and pro-

!

The Chairman of the National People’s Congress of China,
Mr. Li Peng and his wife, Ms. Zhu Ling on their arrival at the
Palam alrpert in New Delhi on Thursday. The Lok Sabha
Speaker, Mr. G.M.C. Balayogi (in the background), and the
Deputy Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha, Dr. Najma Heptullah
(left), look on. — Photo: V. Sudershan (Reports on Page 13}

Ho-

—

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Beharl Vajpayee, with the

258

indonesian Vice-Pregident, Ms. Megawati Sukamoputri, at
her residence in lakarta on Thursday. — PT!

vide repair facilities to Indonesian
naval craft. There is also talk of
supplying spares to Indonesian
craft. Referring to what appeared
to be a new appreciation of each
other's bilateral concerns, Mr.
Vajpayee said, “as multi- ethnic,
multi-religious and diverse socie-
ties, both our countries support
each other’s unity and territorial
integrity.”

“The theme unity in diversity is
at the core of nationhood of both
our countries. We have common
maritime borders and common
security concerns. For this and
other reasons rooted in our age-
old friendship, India and Indone-
sia will always stand by each other

through good and difficult
times.”
Underlining India’s under-

standing of Indonesia’s current
domestic problems, he said: At
the present juncture your great
country is again going through a
process of political and economic
transformation which is affecting
your society and polity at many
levels. India wholeheartedly sup-
ports the people of Indonesia in
the process of national transfor-
mation.”

"We are friends who have
helped each other at difficult
times in the past. Qur friendship
and understanding has grown as
a result of our experience with
colonisation. We are both found-
ing fathers of the NAM move-
ment... today we need to join
together, with other developing
countries, for equitable global ec-
onomic and social development,”
he said.

India was prepared to share its
development experience with In-
donesia. “We have specially of-
fered assistance in ground water
management and minor irriga-
tion projects. To promote human
rescurces development, India will —
offer to Indonesia a number of
training courses under the ITEC
{litcha's technical cooperation)
programme.

Earlier, welcoming Mr. Vaj-
payee, the Indonesian President
appreciated that the former had
come here “although he just un-
derwent a leg operation”. “In the
political arena, India and Indone-
sia shared so many similar views
on international affairs... we will
have to share our own experienc-
es... the South-South dialogue, for
example, will bear more fruit in
the face of many challenges from
other parts of the world. -
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BHAT YASEEN MALIK NOT PART OF DELEGATION

By Shujaat Bukhari \(), |

JAMMU, JAN. 11. In a move forwar
in the peace process begun by th
Centre in November, the All-Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference {APH(Q)
today announced the team for its
Pakistan visit scheduled for Janu-
ary 15. Significantly, the APHC
chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat,
and the JKLF chief, Mr. Moham-
mad Yaseen Malik, will not be
part of the team.

After a five-hour meeting of the
APHC execuiive at its Rajbagh
headquarters in Srinagar today,
Mr. Malik said the forum chair-
man had constituted the delega-
tion in accordance with the
powers vested in him as per the
executive’s decision on January 2.
“We will go by his decision,” he
told presspersons.

The delegation would have five
executive members, Mr, Abdul
Gani Lone (People’s Conference),
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq (Awami
Action Committee), Syed Ali Shah
Geelani {Jamat-e-Islami), Moulvi
Abbas Ansari (Ittehad-ul Muski-
meen] and Sheikh Abdul Aziz
(Peopie’s League;.

About the visit, Mr. Malik said
the Hurrivat's agenda was ‘too
clear” and needed no ‘repetition’.

The executive council members of the All Pa Hurriyat Conference at a meetl.ng on ;I'ht.l-rsday ‘

to finalise the team for visiting Pakistan on January 15. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

It was an obvious reference fa the
Lashkar-e-Taiba’'s statement that
the Hurriyat should net come to
Pakistan if it carried an ‘Iadia
agenda’.

On issuance of passports to the
team members, Mr. Malik said
“we hope the Government will
see to it that the peace process to
resolve the Kashmir dispute is not
put to jeow. The APHC
would not wairAor the Govern-

Al

i

11

ment’s response on the issuance
of travel documents,

Mr. Geelani and Mr. Lone could
not attend today's meeting as the
former is in hospital and the latter
is away in Delhi. They were repre-
sented by Mr. Ashraf Sehrai and
Peer Hafizullah Makhdeomi.

The APHC faced a lot of pres-

sure from the United jehad Coyn™
cil (UTH), the Hizb-ul Mujahideen
Trivw ~ e

and the Jamaat-e-fclami

M

for including Mr. Geelani in the
team. The issue took a different |
wrn following reports about the |
Government's unwillingness to
issue passports to Mr. (;eeiam}
and Mr. Azjz.

The duo, considered hardliners ~
and pro-Pakistan, has found a
place in the team. It is not vet
clear whether the visit would take l
place as scheduled as the pass-
ports have not been issued yet L

More reports on Page




Hurriyat plcks 5
for Pak visit

LA

|
I

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE I

| NEW DELHI, Jan. 11. — With
| only a couple of days left for the
; Hurriyat leaders’ scheduled
| | visit to Pakistan, pressure is
" already mounting on the Cen-
i tre. The All Party Hurriyat Con-
| ference executive today decided
1to send a five-mmember dele-
| gation including hardliner Ja-
. magt-e-Islami leader Syed Ali
; Shah Geelani to the country.

ﬁ Of the five members, only Mr -

| Mirwaiz Umar Farcoq of Awa-

| mi Action Committee has a

| valid passport and People’s
| Conference leader Mr Abdul

'Gani Lone's short-duration
passport lapses in February.

i The foreign ministry has

| issued passport to Mr Yasin Ma-
. lik 80 that he can go to the USA
. and UK for treatment, His na-

‘ me had been suggested for the

| delegation.

g The other delegation members
~ Maulana Abbas
Itheudul Muslime
| Abdul Aziz of ples League

'and Mr i — don't have

MUSHARRAF TRiP?

. NEW DELH], Jan. 11. — The
Pakistan Observer, guoting
diplomatic sources in Islama-

* bad, reported today that Gen. |

: Pervez Musharraf would visit -

- Delhi later this month to hold !

,talks with Mr Atal Behari

' Vajpayee but the ministry of |

" external affairs here said it

‘ had no knowledge of it.

The newspaper said the In-

-dian High Commissioner to -

. Pakistan, Mr Vijay Nambiar, .

 would meet Gen. Musharraf

to deliver a letter from Mr

. Vajpayee inviting him for

talks - PnM .

l

passports APHC had authon-
sed its chairman Mr Abdul Gha-
ni Bhat to decide on the team.
The APHC has now thrown the
hall in the Cenire’s court. The
executive councii of the umbrella
group said: “We all go by this de-
cision. Our agenda is too clear to
need any repetition. We hope
the Government of India would

T™F STATESMAN
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see 10 it that the peace process to
resolve the Kashmir chspute is8
not put to jeopardy.”

- While the Pakistan govern-
ment and militant groups based
there have been suggestihg that .
all seven Hurrivai executive
council members, including Mr -
Bhat and Mr Malik, should
travel to Islamabad, the Centre
has made it clear that it would
issue passports to APHC mem-

. bers on a case by case basis,

Mr Advani has said the
government would- not bend to
any pressure and it would be at
government’s discretion to
whom it would issue passports.
Minister’s house attacked:
Militants attacked the house of

© the J&K wminister of state for

home, Mr Mushtag Ahmed
Lone, injuring two CRPF ja-
wans in Kupwara, adds PTIL

‘Qureshi: Hashim Qureshi will
be flown to Srinagar tomorrow
to stand trial for the 1971 hija-
cking of an 1A plane, adds UNI,

# Editorial: Problematic
passports, page 6
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lﬁdla is messing up its Kashmir policy by giving the US, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan a role to play

a reminder of how Indla continues to

define its international impge in terms of

an issue it has chronically mismanaged,
With the mysterious rise of the Hurrivat as a sup-
posedly representative force, its leaders are set to
tour Pakistan on a visit sponsored by New Deihi
and Islamabad on US advice.

For more than a half-century, Kashmir has posed
the single biggest challenge to India’s security. Far
from blocking or containing that challenge, New
Delhi has been damaging its interests through its
own ineptness. India’s distinguishing trait is that it
does not learn from mistakes. Rather it lives up to
George Santayana's saying that, “Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat it",

Now, unmindful of even the recent past, India has
embarked on a new experiment in Kashmir without
undertaking any study or examining the conse-
quences of another failure. What has repcatedly
brought India to grief in the past is again on display
— personality-driven policy, pockmarked with
individual idiosyncrasies, but bereft of any institu-
tional planning or thought.

The latest stage show is mare than a new play: It
signals a fundamental shift in India’s Kashmir pos-
ture, It lends support to the Pakistani contentions
India has publicly disavowed: That Kashmir is the
core problem; that its resolution holds the key to
subcontinental peace; and that a potential settle-
ment demands a third-party role. India has now
started acquiescing in Pakistan’s central tenets on
Kashmir, with Prime Minister Vajpayee’s descrip-
tion of the “problem” increasingly mirroring the
‘¥language of Islamabad and Washington.

Without any discussion in Parliament or outside,
the principles that have guided India’s Kashmir
policy since the 1972 Simla Agreement are being
jettisoned on the plea that New Dethi wiil not
“traverse solely on the beaten track of the past”,
Such is the country’s preoccupation with petty
issues and the Government’s deftness in camou-
flaging its moves that the ongoing process of
policy reversal has escaped national scrutiny.
Cansider the following:

W Intermingling the Kashmir issue with India-
‘Pakistan relations: It has been widely recognised
from the Nehru days that the Kashmir issue is the
consequence, not the cause, of [ndo-Pak problems
and that the rivalry between the two will survive

= i

A perilous course

By BratiMa CHELLANEY

any Kashmir solution, if one could be found magi-
cally. Also, it has becn the policy of successive
Indian governnients that J&K is an integral part of
India and that there can be no negotiations on its
future. Vajpayee, however, has publicly accepted
Washington’s and Islamabad's view that the J&K
‘probiem’ is at the heart of Indo-Pak tensions.
Further, by blessing the Hurriyat's Pak visit, he
has conceded that Islamabad has a role to play in
India’s J&K. Today, the line between India’s J&K
issue and Indo-Pak relations has got completely
blurred. Vajpayce's Musings from a Kerala retreat
repeatedly mix the J&K issue with Indo-Pak ties.
India has gone from resistance to J&K's inclusion
in Foreign Secretary-level talks

Delhi should facilitate the travel of such militants
to a country that has been exporting an extremist
brand of Wahabi Islam and bankrolling fundamen-
talist activities in India and Nepal.

W Allowing Pakistan to define the Kashmir issue
and dictate the agenda: Vajpayee has acquiesced in
Pakistan's definition of the Kashmir “problem”,
The problem is not the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK} or Islamabad's annexation of PoK's north-
ern areas but India’s JRK. The 20 per cent of the
original J&K state occupied by China is also not an
issue, with Vajpayee’s statement from Kerala por-
traying Kashmir as a bone of contention just
between India and Pakistan. The entire focus is on
the Kashmir Valley, just 9 per

during LK. Gujral’s term in
office, to Vajpayee’s sudden
readiness to “recommence
talks with Pakistan at any
level” so as to find a “lasting
solution” to the “problem™.

W Giving outside powers a role
to play on Kashmir: A key
tenet of Indian policy since
1972 has becn that there is no
role for any outside power on
J&K. This principle was
upheld by every PM from
Indira Gandhi to Gujral. But now it is being aban-
doned. The United States, Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan are being discreetly allowed a role on
J&K. That the United States has been quietly play-
ing a pivotal backstage role has been apparent
from the Lahore process and Kargl war. But now
it has taken to scripting paralle] Indo-Pak moves,
Desperate to secure a foreign-policy legacy during
his final days in office, Bill Clinton continues to
meddle in Kashmir, underlined by his special
December 20 statement.

The incoming Bush team comprises hardnosed
hawks who will fully exploit the leeway and lever-
age New Dclhi conceded to the caretaker Clinton
administration on J&K. It is extraordinary that
India should allow Saudi Arabia, a State dosely
tied to Pakistan and the Taliban, to hilst a meeting
of Kashmiri militants. It is even more odd that New

MHE HINDUSTA Tvms

cent of the original state,
Moreover, Pakistan has dic-
tated to India who it should
talk to in J&K {the Hurriyat).
It has also imposed its demand
for a three-way dialogue in the
form of Pak-Hurriyat and
India-Hurriyat talks, to be
followed by direct Indo-Pak
discussions that Vajpayee is all
set to allow.
B Communalising the Kashmir
issue: The pluralistic J&K state
symbolises India’s unity in diversity. If the Valley
were to get self-rule, it would trigger the unravel-
ling of India, Having conceded what the “problem”
is, Vajpayee has also concluded from the ethnically
cleansed Valley that it is an “Islamic problem” to
be tackled by Islamic means. He first declared a
‘Ramzan’ cease-fire and then agreed to a role for
two Islamic States, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,
Reinforcing the international portrayal of
Kashmir as a fiash-point. Vajpayee has done more
than any recent PM to strengthen India’s pairing
with Pakistan and increase J&K’'s international
salience. Although India's interests demand that it
free itself from the subcontinental straitjacket,
Vajpayee’s string of botched initiatives since
Lahore have only tied it stronger to that
framework.
W Letting the ground situation become more

\
\

adverse to India’s interests: No peace initiative ¢an
succeed in the face of qualitatively escalating ter-
rorism. When Vajpayee took office, the J&K situa-
tion had been improving for the first time in sever-
al years, with a majority of extremists either killed
or jafled. The situation has progressively deterio-
rated under him, however, with the terrorists for
the first time taking the battle to the lion’s lair, con-
fronting the Indian Army in its own camps.

Instead of devising a strategy to counter terror-
ism's metamorphosis from a hit-and-run campaign
to ditect assaults on security camps, New Delhi
has tried to pull wool over the citizens' eyes. The
weather-induced decline in cross-border shootings
and infiltration — common at this time of the year
— has been passed off as a cease-fire product.

The daring Red Fort raid struck at the heart of
the Indian State, The Red Fort symbolises Indian
authority as India has been ruled since the 17th
century by those who occupy it. Today, the Indian
State has sunk so low that, far from contemplating
any reprisal against Lashkar-e-Tayyeba for owning
up to the raid, it permitted an hour-leng telephon-
ic convetsation between the terrorist group’s chief
and the Hurriyat’s Ali Shah Geelani.

No Prime Minister after Nehru has made a bigger
mess of Kashmir policy than Vajpayee, Despite
Lahore, Kargil, the secret Hurriyat talks that
prompted Farooq Abdullah to play the autonomy
card, and the bungled cease-fire with the Hizbul,
Vajpayce is willing to put the nation through
higger risks.

When the price of elusive peace becomes heavy,
with one initiative after another foundering, it is
time to take a break and reflect on one’s actions,
Vajpayee needs to think over why his pursuit of
peace has engendered more bloodshed. In allawing
outside advice to influence him, he should remem-
ber that India is still paying for Nehru taking Lord
Mounthatten's counsel on Kashmir.

“Vajpayee knows he is on his last legs, physically and
politically. With his burning desire to win a Nobei
Peace Prize on Kashmir in the twilight of his career,
he could end up as anather Mikhail Gorbachev, sow-
ing the seeds of his country’s disintegration. His pres-
ence in Jakarta should serve as a reminder that
uniess he stops jettisoning the nation’s bipartisan
J&K policy, he could set in motion the

‘Indonesianisation’ of India, with Kashmir serving as
the East Timore-style trigger.

. 1
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30 inj iured in RDX

K‘f 1O

Et in Srinagar

SRINAGAR3 At least 30 persons
were injured, $ix of them seriously,
when militants detonated RDX
planted on the boundary wall of
the Central Telegraph Office
{CTO) here on Tuesday murning.

An official spokesman told The
Times of India News Service that
the victims were standing in a
gqueue to pay their telephone bills
when the blast occurred.

I another incident. unidentified
gunmen fired at Hurriyat leader
and former chief of the Hizbullah
Shahid-ul-Islam near his residence
at Dalgate on Tuesday. The mili-
tant-turned-politician ~ escaped
unhurt, a police spokesman said.

One sub-inspector of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) was killed by his subordi-
nate when a fight broke out
between them. They had been
drinking at the abandoned resi-
dence of a Congress leader at
Hyderpora, reports said. The
deceased has been identificd as
Harinder Thakur. The accused,
Balbir Singh. a constable, has been
arrested.

Some Border Security Force
(BSF) jawans posted in the old ity
pear Jamalatta fired shots at each
other, killing three, an official
spokesman said. Senior BSF officers
reached the spot and apprehended
those responsible for the act.

In a militancy-related incident,
some militants killed the Imam of
a4 mosque near Ahmadnagar on
the outskirts of the ¢ity on Tuesday
evening. The deceased, identified
as Mohammad Akbar Wam, had
been involved in militant activities
after he severed his links with the
National Conference in 1992. He
had also served a jail term. resi-
dents of Ahmadnagar said.

Claiming responsibility for the
killing, a militant outfit told a local
news agency that the Imam was
killed because he was a National
Conference agent.

The Times o\lndla News Service

Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir police smashed a Jamait-
ul-Mujahideen (JUM) network, a
pro-Pakistan militant outfit which
has bases in Srinagar and Kolkata,
on Monday. A K. Bhan, inspector-
general of police (IG). Kashmir
range, said the forces carried out
simultaneous raids at various hide-
outs of the outfit.

Mr Bban told journalists that the
militant outfit had planned to carry
out a number of activities, includ-
ing bomb blasts, the assassination
of some political leaders and a dis-
ruption of Republic Day celebra-
tions in Jarmnmu and Kashmir.

The police arrested Nisar Ahmad
Gandroo, the ouwfit’s IS contact,
the ICr said. On the basis of infor-
mation given by him, the police
later apprehended Muzaffar Mirza,
chief of the TUM, and others.

“Alfter investigations, it has been
established that the group was
responsible for a number of explo-
sions and grenade attacks here,
including the recent grenade
attack near Hanuman Mandir in
which 27 civilians and four BSF
personnel were injured,” Mr Bhan
said.

YOU SAID IT by Laxman

What 1zade you thmk they would-
n’t accept it, sir. I told you not ta
submit your resignation!

IR
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SRINAGAR, Jan. 9. — Even as
Pakistan is gearing up to receive
the Hurriyat delegation, the
Lashkar-e-Taivaba has asked
the APHC to specify its agenda
before visiting the country.

The delegation is scheduled to
visit Pakistan this month.

The Huwriyat is tight-lipped
about its agenda and is still
awaiting issue of passporta to its
leaders by the Centre. The
Lashkar chief Hafiz Mohammad
Syed, however, talked to the for-
mer Hurriyat chief and hardli-
ner Syed Ali Shah Geelani over
phone on Saturday and asked
him to come to Pakistan with a

Ly

QURESHI WITHDRAWS PETITION

nda, Lashkar tells

NEW DELHI, Jan. 9. — Hashim Qureshi today withdrew a |
petltmn in Delhi High Court challenging his detention by Delhi ‘
I Police on his return from Amsterdam on charges of hijacking an ‘
“Indian Airlines plane to Pakistan in 1971, A Division Bench of |
i Mr Justice Cyriac Joseph and Mr Justice SN Kapoor dismissed
: as withdrawn his petition. Qureshi will be taken to Jammu and |
Kashmir by state police for his trial at Srinagar. — PTI |

l l 'I‘wo blasts rock Kash.mu' page 8 |

Spec1.ﬁc agenda on Kashmlr

It is understood that Hafiz has
told Geelani that they cannot
expect the Mujahideen to de-
clare a ceasefire. The ceasefire is
possible only if it gets a assu-
rance from India about the la-

) tber’s Mthdrawal from Kashmir.

Geelani has said they would
go to Paldstan with their own
agenda and not the agenda of
the Centre. :

The Jamat-e-Iglami leader
also told a religious gathering

Hurryat

that his agenda will be the
sacrifice of 80,000 people.
“The leaders will apprise the
people in Pakistan about
human rights violations in
Kashmir, Our agenda is to
congratulate the Mujahideen
and the people of Pakistan for
their contribution towards our '
freedom movement,” he said.
Meanwhile, the People’s
Democratic Party led by Mufti |

' Mohammad Syed has urged the

Centre to issue passports to all '
the seven Hurriyat leaders. |
The Hurriyat leaders, howe- !
ver, accused the Centre of :
“scuttling” their Pakistan visit. |

8 LASHKAR: page 8 |
e



“Two blasts rock Ka
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SRINAGAR, Jan. 9. — Kashmir valley was rocke§ by two major
blasts today, including one at the Central Tel
which injured 54 people while in other incidents a Congress
leader and three militants were among 10 killed.

The militants made yet another abortive bid to blow up the
heavily-guarded CTQ here when they detonated a powerful
improvised explosive device near one of its gates this morning. Of
the 32 civilians injured, three received serious injuries.

In another blast, at least 22 bystanders were injured in a grenade
explosion at Ganglat mandi in south kashmir this afternoon,
taking the number of injured in the day to 54.

Elsewhere in the Valley, a Congress leader, five security
personnel and three Jaish-e-Mohammed militants were among
10 people killed. In other incidents during the past 24 hours,
forces captured three Hizbul militants and a senior separatist
leader escaped a bid on his life. Officials said militants detonated
the device at the CTO around 9.50 a.m. when people had started
lining up o deposit telephone bills.

At least 32 people were injured, three critically, in the blast
which was so powerful that windowpanes of the nearby main
telephone exchange building and the United News of India office
were shattered. The blast occurred barely 48 hours after five
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militants made an unsuccessful attempt o
enter the high security airport in police uniform.

Close shave for lensmen

Around 6:15 p.m., a group of photo-journalists and viedographers
had a narrow escape as militants fired grenades at the Srinagar
urit of Special Operations Group of Jammu and Kashmir police
headquarters, adds PT1. The photographers were on their way to
the unit to photograph four top activists of pro-Pakistan Jamiat-
ul-Myjahideen, arrested earlier in the day.

The grenades fell short of the target however and exploded over
a park just as the press party neared the SOG headquarters,
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(Continued from page 1)

They ohjected to the statement
by Mr LK Advani yesterday
that only some of the leaders
would be given passports, adds
UNI. Hurriyai will hold a
meeting in Srinagar on Thurs-
day to discuss the delay over
the issuance of passports. Insi-
ders said they would discuss a
new strategy in case the Centre
didn't give travel documents to
all the seven leaders,
Meanwhile, General Pervez
Musharrai was today quoted as
saying that there could be no
talks with India unless the
Kashmir issue was on the agen-
da, adds DPA from Islamabad.
Ultras held: Calcutta Police
arrested Nasir Khan and Ja-
hur Ahmed, alleged Kashmiri
militants, from a house on
Zakaria Streel last night, SNS
adds from Kolkata. Nasir was
involved 1n the kiiling of CRPF
jawans in Badamibagh, police
said. They teld police that they
had been assigned to smuggle
a religicus teacher out of the
country. They came to the city

inthe guise of shawl traders. —/
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wrote Jahangir,

“1s \@ garden of etetnal
oranironforttoa

palace of kings -—a delight-

ful flower-bed and a heart-expanding
heritage for dervishes”. By far the most
important observation of the Mughal
emperor, though implicitly stated, re-
lated to the Jong tradition of religious
tolerance and pluralism in Kashimir,
starting with Syed Ali Hamdani and
Sheikh Nuruddin in the 14th century.
Inone tale, it is said that when ababw,
Nuruddin refused to take his mother’s
milk and would drink only from Lalla
Deb, the Kashmiri pancitani mystic. A

century later, Sultan Zainul Abidin ex-

emplified a more civilised adherence to
harmonious communal relation and a
syncretic culture. According to Srivara’s
Rajatarangini, he participated in Hindu
religious festivals, visited Hindu shrines
and had the Sanskrit texts read to him.
English observers of the late 19th and
early 20th century in Kashmir found

shared popular religious traditions espe- -

cially in the countryside. Thus W,
Lawrence refermed to the “delightful tol-

erance” which existed between the fol- -

lowers of Islam and Hinduism,

By invoking such fragments from
Kashmir’s history, I wish to underline
thatIslam did not come to the subconti-
nent in a single time-span; conse-
quently, its diffusion took place ina vari-
ety of forms from class to class and from

* one area to another. In its Jocal and re-

gionat specificity, therefore, Islam can-
not be portrayed asa socizl entitywhose

“essential” core s immune to change by
historical influences. Thus in Kashmir,
as indeed in the south of the Vindhyas,
Islam evolved a tradition of worship
marked by a striking capacity to acoom-
modate itself to indigenous patterns of
faith and worship. It gained a foothold
because of its capacity to forge links with
the religions and peoples of the wider
society, and to offer a form of access to
the divine which could be grasped and
built upon through means already pre-

“sent within these societies. This inter-
mixing was neither ‘degenerate’ nor a
product of superficial accretions from
Hinduism, The sharing of beliefs and
practices was built up into a dynamic
and expansive religious system. The na-
tionalist movement drew upon these
syneretic to create a “national senti-
ment”, an statement that has recently
acquired special significance. But the
major differences in its us-
age, then and now, must
notbe lostsight of.

For one, most of the
nationalist leaders —
from Gokhale to Nehru
— realised that a national
sentiment (whatever that
means in so diverse and
segmented a society) can
be created, particularly in
a oolonial context, by

MussiruL Hasan

T

means one should duufuily talk of na-
tional duty and sentiment when armed
infiltrators and their patrons threaten
the nation’s security. But not otherwise.
A cursory glance at the political land-
scape in the 1930s and "40s, particularly
in Punjab and Bengal, reveals system-
aticatterpts tostrengthen the region as
apowerful and cohesive entity. Thiswas
the logical consequence of the political
arithmetic worked out in
the Actof 1919.

After independence,
the spurt in provincialism,
often rooted in ethnic and
linguistic assertions, fourndd
statement in the clamour
for linguistic states. In-
creasingly, the identity of
the nation as such (which
is, at any rate, a construc-
tion), meant little to, say

It is outrageous to displace, as the Palestinian
and Kosovo experiences tell us, people from
their land of birth just because they profess a

different religion
drawing upon the shared experiences  the Jats in Haryana, who discovered
and memories of the countryasawhole that the pickings lay in their territorial
and not a segment thereof. Hence they  stronghold and not in the bruised na-
used symbolsthat reflected thecompos-  tion-state commanded by the politi-
ite and pluralist characterof oursociety.  ciansand bureaucratssitting in Lutyen's
That would explain why the historical ~ Delhi. In the subsequent political ar-
memories associated with Ayodhya,  rangements, (he nation, as visualised by

Kashi and Mathura were not invoked.

"Indeed their aim, which the Muslim

1eague leadershipin the 1940s failed to
grasp, was to forge a joint anti-colonial
front and to unite the people rather
than divide them along religious lines.
Onpe can fault their judgement and
lack of foresight in dealing with minority
fears and aspirations, but it would be
hard to place them in the dodk for mixing
upﬂ:enusgmdedrehglms fanaticism of
a majority segment with the “senti-

‘Abdullah to guide their destiny. Inci-

the its protagonists in the 1920s and

* thereafter, stood fragmented.

The Kashmiris, having long suf-
fered the indifference of their rulers,
tried conveying much the same mes-

- sage to Delhi. They did so not as Mus-

lims per se but as citizens of a region
that had acquired their own distinct
identity over the centuries. Before ac-
ceding to the Union, they had acted in
unison to struggle for their rights and
found aleader in Sheikh Mohammad

ments” of the nation asa whole. By all

The Economic Time:
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- Kas‘hmiri Pandits must come home

Jlisdom of the Valley

denta]ly the Sheikh nurtured the vi-
sion of a Kashmini identity within the
Indian nation, His was, indeed, a sin-
gularly secular and forward-looking
movement for the Kashmiris and not
only for the predominantly Muslim
population in the Valley. Sadly, the
self-righteous statesman in Delhi lost
the import of his message. He was ig-
nored, rebuffed and incarcerated by
Nehru and the wise men, some from
the Valley itself, around him.

Today, the Valley is not how Ja-
hangir had foundit. Sheikh Abdullah’s
secular dream also lies in tatters. Devo-
tees that once thronged the lofty tem-
ples that Jahangir described in his
memoirs are apprehensive. The Dal }
Lake, surrounded by armed garrisons, |
weeps for the dead and wounded. The E
flowers at Chashm-i Shahi and the
Nishat Bagh have yet to blossom.
Moreover, the streets of Srinagar, as in-
deed the glorious satfron fields that Ja-
hangir described so vividly, seem deso- |
late without the Kashunin Panditswho |
embodyallthatwasbeauuﬁllm Indo- |
Islamicite society and culture. They |
seem to be saying 10 each and every
passer-by: Kashrmir will have no peace
without their presence. They have
been andwill remain an integral partof |
our being, Militancy and terrorism may l
well have forced the Kashmiri Pandits |
to abandon their home.

At this juncture, however, it is im- |
nortant for the disparate Mushim |
groups in Kashmir to make strenuous i
efforts tofnvite the beleaguered Pandits
to return to their homeland. In fact, the
moral legitimacy of their movement
would depend on their capacity to re-
spect the identity of the Pandis and ac-
commodatetheir interests. It is outra-
geoustodisplace, as the Palestinian and
Kosovoegperiences tell us, people from
theirland ofbirth just becausc they pro-
fess a different religion. This is what
Syed Ali Hamdani and Sheikh Nurud-
din, the great Kashmiri mystics, would
have saidwayback in the 14thcentury.

-~




e

Former Or1ssa
Cong minist
convicted on
graft charges

Nageshwar Patnaik
BHUBANESHWAR 2 JANUARY
CORRUPT MINISTERS in the
erstwhile J.B. Patnaik government
in Orissa seem to be getting poetic
justice at last. Special vigilance
judge Bhupendra Chandra Deb,
on Monday, ordered a former
minister to three years of rigorous
imprisonment for amassing prop-
erty disproportionate to his

known source of income.

Bata Krushna Jena, urban
development minister between
1985 and 1990 in the 1.B.
Patnaik-headed Congress govern-
ment, was also slapped with Rs
50,000 fine or six more months of
imprisonment for non-payment of
the fine.

Mr Jena is the second minis-
ter after Mr Sarat Rout to be con-
victed for corruption in public
life.

In 1990, during the Janata
Dal government headed by Mr
Biju Patnaik, vigilance sleuths had
raided Mr Jena’s houses along
with Mr 1.B. Patnaik’s and 10 oth-
ers in 1990. Mr Jena’s property
- was estimated to be worth over Rs
8 lakh. The cases were referred
for trial, under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, to a special court
formed by the then JD govern-
ment.

By the time the Biju Patnaik
government howed out of office,
the cases were being heard in the
special court. But with Mr ].B.
Patnaik returning to power in
1995, the special court was dis-
banded amid a hue and cry from
the Opposition and concerned cit-
izens about the charge that the
raids were conducted to get “polit-
ical vendetta.”

.

/Hurrlyat traveL
paperstobe
studied separatel

Qur Political Bureau

MEW DELHI & JANUARY
THE CENTRE appears to be firm
on its view that the inclusion of
Tamaat hardliner Syed Ali Shah
Geelani will only aid the
Pakistan-backed Jehadi elements’
efforts on India hashing.

The Vajpayee government,
which is unanimous on the view
that the Hurrivat — which does
not represent the Kashmiri aspi-
rations -— should not be given the
right to choose the team for visit-
ing Pakistan, has already made it
clear that there will be a case-by-
case consideration of travel docu- |
ments. This was artmulated on /
Monday ppprpsy
by home §§ ':
minister ™
LK. Advani himself.

The government is cle4
two counts. One, Hurriyat is only
among the many organisation
with the jehadi mindset operating
from Kashmir. It does not have
the credibility nor clout to repre-
sent itself as the sole voice of the
Kashmiri people.

Secondly, the government
treats the proposed visit as only
an independent initiative. It is
felt that giving all seven leaders
— as demanded by the militants
based in Pakistan — passperts
would mean that there is an offi-
cial stamp on the visit. The gov-
ernment is firm that the Hurriyat
cannot occupy the space of “offi-
cial negotiators.” At best, theirs
can be an effort on the lines of
Mr Lone's Pakistan visit.

Government managers feel
that Mr Geelani — who routlnely

1'

charges the government with
masterminding genocide in
Kashmir — cannot be allowed to
usurp the centrestage. His funda-
mentalist outlook and jehadi
mindset would only make
Pakistan’s task easy. As a matter
of fact, the militants in Pakistan
are planning a series of meetings
parading Geelani and his view-
points. In the event of Mr Geelani
travelling to Pakistan as a mem-
ber of the Hurriyat team -—
which has gained acceptance in
the vulnerable sections of the
}nedia as a negotiator — and pedA
his views, there is a serious

to the cease- fu‘e initiative.

o B
mﬂltants, meanwhlle, have begun
increasing pressure. They have
sald that any delegation minus
Geelani was unwelcome and have
announced bandhs to protest
against the visit of the Hurriyat
teatn. This is a clear indication of
their ploy to use the Hurriyat
team to mount an ideological
assault on the Indian establish-
ment.

However, this represents a
tricky problem for the govern-
ment.

With the Hurriyat, which has
managed to sell itself as a peace
deal maker to the international
media, the denial of travel docu-
ments would be used by the
secessionists to point fingers at
the government’s “insincerity.”
The government cannot afford to
jeopardise a positive internation-
al opinion.

The Economic Timey
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Peace efforts on, but violence continues in J&h

Panchayat polls

schedule out

THE CHIEF Electoral Officer has
announced the poll schedule for
the panchayat elections for eleven
blocks in Jammu district.

Filing of nomination papers for
Samba, Vijaypur, Bishnah and
Purmandal blocks panchavars is to
begin on Jan 10 and end on the
13th. The date of scrutiny has been
fixed for the 15th, The last date of
withdrawal is the 17th. Polling will
be held on February 1.

For Satwari, RS Pura, Dansal
and Bhaiwal blocks, nominations
can be filed on January 15, 16 and
17 while the scrutiny of will be on
the 18th. January 20 is the last date
for withdrawal of candidature for
these blocks. Polling will be held
on February 4.

[ I PO
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National C \ference pesstmistic about talks with Hurrivat

Arun Joshi o\
Jammu, January 8 l(\ \

THE RULING Natiogal Confe-
rence in Jamnu and Kashmir is not
too optinustic about tha Centre's
move 1o court the AN Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) for a
dialogue to resolve the Kashmir

problem.
In an exclusive interview with
The Hindustan Times, Public

Works Minister Ali Mohammad
Sagar said APHC's failure to con-
tro} violence during the ceasefire
showed that their leaders had no
control over the militants and
could not bring peace to the State.

Sagar is one of the most voctfer-
ous of the National Conference
leaders. What would the Centre
talk to the Hurriyat leaders about,

he asked.

"Some of them are
demanding azadi, while others

SC on autonomy

The Supreme Court today dis-
missed & PIL chailenging the
autonomy report approved by
the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembiy. The petitioner Mr
Pyare tal Kaul had sought the
cowt’s directions for striking
down the report. He contended
that the repart was illegal.

HTC, New Delni

want to merge with Pakistan. Now
it is for the Central Government to
decide what to talk to the Hurriyat
and under what parameters, So far
as we are concerned, we are wait-
ing and watching,” he said.

Sagar said the National
Conference offered the best solu-
tion to the Kashmir issue.

"We want greater autonomy for
Jammu and Kashmir and that is in
the interest of both the country
and the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. Our agenda is peace and
prosperity and if the Centre-
Hurriyat talks can bring that, we
welcome that. We are for peace™.

He agreed with Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah's suggestion that
the Line of Contral be made a per-
man¢nt  international  border.
Sagar said, "National Conference
is the real representative of all the
three regions of the State and that
was proved in the 1996 Assembly
elections and subsequently in the
parliamentary elections of 1998
and 1999."

Gunmen kill
Augaf chief

Srinagar, January 8

JENAB SAHIB Soura Auagaf
Committee chairman Mohammad
Akbar Wani and National
Conference  activist  Khazir
Mohammad Ganai were among
cight killed by unmidentified gun-
men in the Valley since last
evening.

An official spokesman said that
unidentified militants shot at and
critically wounded Mr Wani at
Buchpora Chowk in the downtown
city at about 2.10 pm.

Mr Wani, also one of the trustees
of Jammu and Kashmir Muslim
Augaf Trust headed by CM Farooq
Abdulah, later died in the Sher-c-

Kashmir Institute of Medical
Sciences at Soura. TUNT)
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- All 7 Hurrlyat leaders
E 4, WON'’t get passports

)UNl&PT

; NEW DELHI, Jan, 8 — Mr LK Adva.m today
said the Centre would not give passports to all
, the seven Hurriyat leaders who want to visit
Paklstan for talks with militant leaders.
“Some of them will be given passports,” the
‘ Union home minister said, while Hurriyat
| leaders expressed apprehenswn that their 15
J anuary visit may not materialise because of the
; Centre’s “dilly-dallying tactics” in issuing
passports.
| Earlier in the day, Hurriyat chairman Prof
| Abdul Ghani Bhat said: “I'm not sure we will get
, the passports before 15 January.”
| In Pakistan, the council chairman, Syed
' Salahuddin Ahmed, said the Huwrriyat team’s
i visit would not yield results uniess all the seven
members were given passports.
| A government spokesman here said some
| Hurriyat members already had passports, while
i the cases of others were being considered. “Their
| applications would be considered under normal

k\ N\ & \f\emstmg rules.”

Prof Bhat and other Hurriyat leaders, including
Mr Abdul Ghani Lone and Mr Yasin Malik, will !
leave for Srinagar tomorrow to attend a Hurriyat :
executive meeting on 11 January. ;

Prof Bhat said there was no question of .
finalising the delegations before the passports
were issued. He said: “We have clearly stated :
that we want passports for all the seven
members of the executive. I do not draw lines |
between so called moderates and hardliners.”

He said the executive would decide “whether a
delegation would go (to Pakistan) if passports
are not issued to all the seven members.” ,

On the United Jehad Council’'s demand that the .
Hurriyat should spell out their agenda before
visiting Pakistan, Prof Bhat said. “What agenda?
We will hold talks with the Pakistani
government, intelligentsia and militant leaders.”
Charge against Hurriyat: The Jamiatul Mu-
jahideen has alleged that some Hurriyat leaders
were trying to weaken the “jehad” against India
in Kashmir, AFP adds from Muzaffarabad/f



" Kashmiri pandits og‘pose Hurriyat’s trip

NEW DELHL, JAN. 7. Insmtmg that the
Hurriyat Conference is not the
“true representative’” of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir, Kash-
miri pandits have opposed the
propased visit by its delegation to
Pakistan on Tanuary 15 and de-
manded that the separatist con-
glomerate specify its agenda
before the trip.

The leaders of the Kashmiri
Samiti, the Panun Kashmir, the
Kashmiri Pandits United Forum
(KPUF} and the Kashmiri Dis-

leaced%mplo\'

*orum (KDEF)
also attacked the Centre for de-
claring a unilateral ceasefire,
terming the offer “‘unilateral sur-
render which would enable mil-
itants to regroup’.

Stressing that the pandits were
not against restoration of peace in
the militancy-torn State, the Pa-
nun Kashmir Lhairperson. Dr.
Shakti Bhan, said “we are against
the ceasefire which has been re-
jected by militant groups. The
ceasefire will only help the mili-

tants to regroup and stockpile
arms.”’

“We believe that the govern-
ment's unilateral ceasefire is a
unilateral surrender,” said Dr. Ra-
mesh Raina of KPUF, questioning
the government's move to hold
talks with militants “whose hands
are snaked in the blood of Kash-
mir pandits”.

Opposing the proposed visit,
Mr. Raina said it was “‘not the true
representative of the people of en-
tire Jammu and Kashmir''— PTT

/



COMPOSITION OF DELEGATION STILL UNDECIDED

. Case-by-case clearance for

+ Hurriyat leaders, says Govt.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, JAN. 7. The Government
is not averse to allowing more
leaders of the All- Party Hurriyat
Conference to travei to Pakistan
but will consider all such requests
on a case-by-case hasis, sources
close to the Union Home Minister

clarified here today.(}_, g\r j'\ W™ T S o — = ___‘_._
"\ | ashkar bid to sneak into airport

Earlier, the Government indi
cated willingness to issue pass-
ports to the APHC chairman, Mr.
Abdul Gani Bhat, and a few col-
leagues. And although there were
reports that the Government
might like to see a small and re-
stricted delegation going te Isla-
mabad, the executive commitiee
of the Hurriyat, which met in Sri-
nagar some time ago, was unable
to decide the composition and
lett the decision to Mr. Bhat. With
the composition of the team
mired in controversy, there was a
view that all seven members
should be part of the delegation.

The dispute within the Hurriyat
arose over taking the Jamaat-e-1s-
lami leader, Syed Ali Shah Geela-
ni, after the Pakistan-backed
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, vociferously

demanded his inclusion. There is
also the likelihood of the Peopie’s
League leader, Sheikh Abdul Aziz,
and Mr. Javed Ahmed Mir of the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Eront, being in the team. The an-
nouncement of the delegation
has been held up even as pres-

sures have built up from the dif-
ferent organisations which are
part of the Hurriyat.

The Government's position
seems (0 be that the Hurrivat
should decide who will be going,
they should apply for clearances,
and it will consider giving the

green signal on a “case-by-case
basis”. Indications are that at
least a section of the leadership of
the Hurriyat, a grouping of some
23 militant organisations. teels
the urgency of sericusly following
up on India's peace initiative in
Kashmir with meaningful talks

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JAN. 7. A red alert has been sounded
across the Kashmir Valley following an “attempt”
by a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) fidayeen (suicide squad)
to sneak into the high-security Srinagar airport.
The militants hired a Tata Sumo with the regis-
tration JK 01 D 7464 for Sopore from the Lal Chowk
taxi stand around 10 a.m. The taxi driver, Nazir
Ahmed Dar, was dropped off at Hyvderpora, where
the vehicle was taken over by five people in police
uniform. Nazir Ahmed immediately reported the
matter to police. At the same time, a spokesperson
of the LeT in Pakistan rang up a local news agency,
CNS, claiming that its suicide squad was on its way
to the Srinagar airport. It was later confirmed that
the five members of the fidayeen reached the first
entry gate of the airport and asked CRPF personnel
there to allow them to meet their officer. When not
permitted, all the five returned without any inci-
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dent. According to CNS, the five have been identi-
fied as Abu Hanzal, Abu Osama, Abu Khubaib, Abu
Unus and Abu Abdullah Sayaf. Police said the mat-
ter was heing investigated. However, theyv con-
firmed that such a vehicle had indeed tried to force
an entry into the airport. There was no. further
claim from the LeT.

Subsequently, a red alert has been sounded
across the Valley to foil further attempts by this
group to sneak into any sensitive installation. A
manhunt has also been started for the vehicle.

Two persans, including a minor girl, were killed
and 30 injured in two separate blasts in the Valley.
Militants hurled a grenade towards a security pick-
et in Sopore which missed the target and exploded
on the road. At least 25 people were injured; a girl
later succumbed to injuries. In Beerwah, a blast
took place near a vehicle of the 34 Rashitriya Rifles.
Six soldiers were wounded, of whom one later died.

with leaders of groups hased in
Pakistan. Several leaders of the
Hurrivat feel that this time the ini-
tiative should devclop into full-
Mledged talks to resolve the Kash- |
mir dispuie and bring lasting
peace ta the State. ‘

With India not at all keen on

tripartite talks among the Kash- !
miri groups, New Delhi and isla-
mabad, one suggestion was that
the Hurrival leadership could talk
to India and also to Islamabad
separately. After this groundwork,
a dialogue between New Delhi
and 1slamabad could begin, pra-
vided Pakistan stopped abetting
cross-border terrorism.

The Pakistan visit by the Hurri-
vat delegation could strengthen
the peace process or break the
momentum depending upon the
attitude of groups such as the
Hizh and, above all, the Pakistani
eslablishment, which controis
these outfits. The Hurriyat chair-
man is afso taved with the task
ensuring that the delegation does
not speak at cross purposes and is
united in its approach.

Jehadis pitch
APHC line: Page



Army at war with eace in Valley

Shishir Qupta \/\(,\\ any
New Delhi, January 7 \ ‘

FOR THOSE used to a daily dose of cross-bor-
der firing on either side of the divide in Jammu
and Kashmir,.even peace can sometimes be
danggrous. This was amply demonstrated on
the injernational border in Kathua on
Wednejffay when security forces from both
sides éxchanged several thousand rounds of
small arms fire after a month-tong lull.

Official sources indicated firing in the Jammu
scctor was not to facilitate infiltration or cross-
border intrusion by the Pakistanis. 1t was appar-
ently the result of reflex action of the Pak
Rangers and the Border Security Force (BSF)
personnel, who are on the tenterhooks since
cross-border firing stopped following India's
ceasefire injtiative.

Directed to give up their pro-active stance
against militants in J&K, the Indian security
forces, particularly the para-military outfits are
finding it difficult to restrict their role to just
keeping watch on the militants.

Sources said in the past month, there have
been no less than three 'actionable’ intelligence

reports -- in the Kashmir Vallet, thn. Ra_]o

sector and near Srinagar -- about militants hnde-
outs, But these could not be acted upon due to
ceasefire enforcement. While senior para-mili-
tary officers understand the Centre's emphasis
on a political solution to the Kashmir
imbroglio, they are hard put to explain the same
to their subordinates, who view the current sit-
uation as another instance of opportunities frit-
tered away. To get over the piquant situation,

Behind the News

traditional bondings within units have been
activated to keep up motivation levels of the
troops. Likewise, para-military forces are trying
to divert the attention of their men to peace-
time activities, including physical exercises.
However, the subordinate ranks are clear that
the ccasefire was only a passing phase and given
half a chance, the militants under surveillance
will strike at them.

The military establishment's assessment also
is that while the level of infiltradon might
reduce in the coming months, it might not be

possible 10 make Pakistan and the mercenaries
sponsored by it to give up their violent offen-
sive. It is believed that even if Pakistan tries to
rein in the foreign jehadi outfits such as the
Lashkar-¢-Tayyeba and the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen, there will be no let up in sporadic
even spectacular strikes. The objective of these
outfits is to stay in the limelight and keep work-
isng against any peace process in the strife-torn
tate,

The Indian Army brass is also awaiting the
outcome of the two-day meeting of the Combat
Development Board in  Islamabad next
Monday, where the situation on the Line of
Control (LoC) is likely to be discussed. The
meeting, expected 1o be chaired by Lt General
Mohammed Yousaf, Chief of General Statf, is
to formulate a proposal for further de-escala-
tion of tension aiong the LoC without imping-
ing on Pakistan's security intercsts,

However, according to reports available here,
a predominant section of the Army hierarchy in
Pakistan is not in favour of "softer measutes” in
J&K as such an approach would rob the coun-
try's civil-military sgfup of its political credibili-
ty and clout.
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Tlurrn at leader seeks unity amidst

NEW DELHI In the wake of divergent uewsc) g\en{)ig»n\er the outcome of 1]1e visit and ) réquircments

expressed by a few Hurriyat
conference fcaders and some
militant outfits, chairperson
of the amalgam. Abdul Gani
! Bhat. said that the delegation
visiting “Pakistan will spcak
in one voice™.

“The Hurrivat has to speak
in one voice and any discord
is unexpectable. particularly
when the stakes are high,” Mr
Bhat, who is in the capital. said.

Stressing that the delegation would do its
hest to ensure that the peace process initiated
by India and Pakistan was not derailed. Mr
Bhat said. “We (Hurrivai) have to agree on a
nen-reducible minimum programme.”

The views of Mr Bhat came ¢lose on the heels
of some Hurrivat leaders expressing their

Abdul Gani Bhat

even going to the extent of remarking that if
they went to Pakistan they would “pat militants
on their back and return™

Some militant outfits have reportedly said
that the Hurrivat delegation would have to
spell out its agenda betore coming to Pakistan.

“We have to be up and doing-—up with a
deep sense of sensitivity and doing with a sub-
tle sense of responsibility,” Mr Bhat saijd.

The Hurriyal chairman said. “All of us in
India and Pakistan will have to understand that
now is the time to address issues effectively and
leave behind a legacy of harmony and goodwill
with no problems to disturb it.”

He has not lost hope like some other amal-
gam lgaders and is still optimistic about the
relcase of travel documents to all executive
members, “In my opinfon, when you deal with a
sensitive issue (like Kashmir) procedural

div

Lot 1d create no problem. Ths.
passports should be issued in favour of all seven
cxccutive members and I irust the government
will do it.” Mr Bhat said.

Asked about the composition of the team
that would be travelling to Pakistan for holding
talks with militant leaders and other Pakistani
officials, Mr Bhat said. " Tiil now I have not done
it. T will be doing it betore January 151 will have
to makc it abundantly clear that whoever goes
and whatever the number be.the delegation will
represent the Hurrivat,” With consensus elusive!
on the composition of the team. Mr Bhat has
been authorised to nominate the team,

Insiders say 1hat Mr Bhat will have ta do a
tight-rope walk as it will be difficult for him to
choose a team in the wake of stalements by
pro-Pakistan Hizbul Mujahidcen asking them
to include fire brand Jamaat-c-Tslamia leader
Sved Ali Shah Gecelani in the tcam. e
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TAL BIHARI Vajpaveg’s remark in
Kerala on the first day ofithe New Year
that Pakistan had not yet created the
ight conditions for a dialogue between
¢ two countries reflects not so much a retreat
from the peace process 4s genuine perplexity about
Pakistan's commitment to it. Since the start of the
cease-tire in Kashmir on Novemtber 26, no fewer
than 33 members of the security forces have died at
the hands of jehadi militants in bomb explosions,
ambushes and isolared shootings.

The jehadis, now identifted as belonging to the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, have infiltrated the Red Fort
and killed two army jawans. The Lashkar and the
equally fanatical Jaish-e-Mohammad have vowed
to carry out suicide attacks in India. including on
the Prime Minjster's Office. These antacks and
threats have nothing whatever to do with ‘liberat-
ing Kashmir', but are direct, if symbolic, assaults on
the Indian State.

They are being launched from Pakistan and, as
the interrogation of Ashfaque Mohammad has
revealed, with the full connivance of the ISL
Pakistan claims that it wants a dialogue that wili
lead to peace in Kashmir and between it and India.
Yet, 1ill Vajpayee sounded his warning, it had not
uttered a word, or done anything to dissociate itself
from these attacks.

Vajpayee and his advisors are aware of the fragili-
ty of the Pakistani State, the high degree of auton-
omy that the IS1 enjoys, its links with the jehadis
and of the possibility that Gen. Musharraf does not
fully control either it or the fehadis. But til]
Musharraf does something that distances him from
the jehadis and demonstrates his capacity to con-
tral them and the 1581, India will lack the assurance
that Pakistan will be able to live up to any commit-
ments that it might make at the conference table.
New Delhi cannot be blamed for insisting that the
resumption of talks on the future of Kashmir will
serve no useful purpose tiil Pakistar demonstrates
both the will and the capacity to control the jehadis.

Unfortunately, the signals emanating from
Islamabad suggest that Pakistan, after responding
constructively to Vajpayee’s cease-fire offer, might
naw be having second thoughts, After expressing
same initial doubts about the sincerity of

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

Vajpavee's offer, Islamabad had announced a
ceasc-fire on the Line of Control, It followed this a
few days later with the announcement that it
intended to pull some of its forces back from the
LoC in Kashmir. This was followed by a decline in
the number of violent incidents in the Valley,

These developments played a part in New Delhi's
decision to allow a Hurriyar delegation 1o visit
Pakistan later this month. Islamabad responded by
making the most important concession to date; it
dropped its demand that talks on the future of
Kashmir should be tripartite from the very begin-
ning, and agreed that the Hurriyat could talk to
Delhi and Islamabad first and India-Pakistan
talks could follow.

Vajpayee also softened India’s
insistence that Pakistan end all
cross-border terroristn as a pre-
condition to talks, and raised the
possibility of talks if there was a
sustained reduction in these incur-
sions. In his Musings, he went a
step further and raised the possi-
bitity of direct talks with
Musharraf, provided Pakistan
reined in the jehadis.

It is only in the last weck that Pakistan’s second
thoughts have begun to surface. These are not
being voiced by its own spokesmen, but by the
Islamabad-based Hizbul Mujahideen. The first
indication came from the Pakistani Hizb chief
Salaluddin, who said in an interview to The Dawn
that the Hurriyat had no mandate for asking the
‘Mujahideen’ (jefradis) to respect Vajpayee's cease-
fire in order to give peace a chance. He went on to
threaten that the jehadis and the Hizb would inten-
sify their strikes if India did not make g declaration
that Kashmir was a disputed territory and agree to
resolve the dispute through ‘meaningful’ tripartite
inlks.

A day later, a spokesman for the Hizb in
Islamabad stated that the Hurriyat could not play
the role of mediator in the dispute between India

and Pakistan. This was a departure from the posi-
tion that the Pakistan Government had taken oniy
a fortnight eariier.

Two days later, this refrain was taken up by the
Muzatfarabad-based Harkar-ul-Mujahideen, which
expressed a lack of confidence in the leaders of the
Hurriyat, and added that meaningful progress on
Kashmir was only possible if the jehadi organisations
were Included in the talks between India and
Pakistan. A spokesman for the Harkat questioned
the Hurriyat's right to talk on behalf of the
Kashmiris. This stand is diametrically apposed to the
one Pakistan has been taking for the past eight vears,

All this could have been dismissed as no more
than the jostling for power
between different mlitant groups
had there not been two consistent
strands in what they are saying.
The first is a deepening distrust of
the Hurriyat Conference. The
second is a steady convergence
of the positions held by the
Islamabad-based Hizb and the
Muzaffarabad-based jehadis. Both
arc a reflection of the develop-
ments that have taken place in Kashmir since
Vajpayee announced his cease-fire.

The cease-fire has been overwhelmingly popular
in Kashmir, It was welcomed unambiguously by
Yaseen Malik, Abdul Ghani Lone and, in sharp
contrast to his reaction last July, by the chairman,
Abdul Ghani Butt, The desire for peace threatens
those who have continued to wage war, with isola-
tion. And that threatens to deprive Pakistan of its
chief instrument for keeping the pot boiling in
Kashmir.

The cease-fire has also put the pro-Pakistan ele-
ments in the Valley on the defensive, for the longer
it lasts, and the more the jehadis refuse to honour it,
the more will they appear 1o ordinary Kashmiris as

. the warmongets and the source of all their misery.

The issue was brought to a head by Lone when he
demanded that the jekadis respect the cease-fire.

ThiE RDUETR ST

MHE HINRISTAN TIMES

T JAN 2O

"'Allowing Kashmiris to decide their fate is not an idea which Pakistan would like

~ Towards peace

This brought the simmering differences between
the pro-Pakistan and pro-independence {actions in
Hurriyat out in the open and isolated Ali Shah
Geelani who remained the sole supporter of merg-
er with Pakistan. (Butt, who shares Geelani’s views,
chose to remain silent).

Geelani responded by instigating & near riot by lit-
tle known pro-Pakistani groups against Lone, Malik
and Mirwaiz Omar Faroug, the principal advocates
of Kastumiriyat and independence, on December 17,
Since then, although Butt has made heroic efforts
to maintain the unity of the Hurriyat Conference,
the differences have persisted, so much so that the
Hurriyat was unable to decide who would go on its
behalf to Pakistan on January 15.

Even mare disturbing for Pakistan than the antipa-
thy to it within the Hurriyat is the divergence of posi-
tions between the Hizb in Kashmir and Islamabad.
This was brought out by an interview with the
Kashmir supremo, Abdul Majid Dar, by the
‘Washington-based Stimson Centre on December 8.

In this interview, Dar said unequivocally that
Kashmiris wanted peace and a negotiated settle-
ment of the dispute that allowed both India and
Pakistan to ‘save face’. He asserted that although
foreign militants first came to help the Kashmiris
fight the Indian forces, Pakistan should stop them
now in the interests of starting a dialogue with
India. Pakistan, he believed, had the capacity to do
sa. He thus aligned himself with Lone,

The convergence of views between the
Islamabad-based Hizb and the jehadss is a mirror
image of the consolidation of the pro-indepen-
dence forces in Kashmir. It directly reflects
Pakistan's growing concern that allowing the
Kashmiris to dictate the kind of solution they want
could lead to something that falls very far short of
its long cherished goal of annexing Kashmir.

This does not mean that Pakistan has decided to
sabolage the peace initiative. But it does mean that
it needs a lot more time to accept the fact that once
the Kashmiris are brought into it, the outcorne of
the process can no longer be wholly controlled.
Vajpayee's demand that Pakistan do more to curb
the jehadis may not evoke an immedizie responsc.
But it will give Pakistan a breathing spell that it
most definitely necds.



Pak looks forward ~
to APHC team’s visit

et
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Islamabad, January 5 -

PAKISTAN'S TOP defence and st-
rategic body, the INational Security
Council (NSC) has expressed the
hope that the visit of All Party
Hurrivat Conterence (APHC) del-
egation to Pakistan would lend
impetus to the tripartite dialogue
process on the Kashmir issue.

An official handout issued afrer
the NSC meeting vesterday, said
that the meeting, headed by
(General Pervez Mushar-raf and
attended by scrvices chiefs and key
ministers, reviewed the general
security situation in the region with
special focus on Kashmir.

Later talking 1o state-run PTV,
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar stat-
ed that Pakistan is optimistic about
the resumption of dialogue with
India in near future to resclve the
Kashmir issue. which is the root
cause of tension between theni.

"We hope that in the near future
the dialogue will begin and we will
embark upon purposctul negotia-
tions with India on the root causes
of tensions that have existed
between the two nations.” he said.

Welcoming recent statements
made by Indian Prime Minister

7

%_\‘_\étal Bihari Vajpayee, he said that

akistan has taken due note of the
staterpents that have been made
especially by India and the Indian
Prime Minister on the New Year
vve. "We -are impressed by what
Indian Prime Minister has said,”
Sattar added.

Sattar further stated that the
NSC has also discussed the forth-
coming visit of All Parties Hurriyat
Conference delegation to Pakistan
and prospects of dialogue with
India for a durable settlement of
the Kashmir question in conformi-
ty with the wishes of the people of
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Office
has urged India to aftow all the
seven members of the executive
council of All Parties Hurriyat
Conference to visit Islamabad for
preparing ground for tripartite
talks for a solution to the Kashmir
dispute, "It is regrettable that India
has not vet responded to the
request of the APHC that they be
cnabjed to travel to Pakistan.

"Dhring the visit of the APHC
team Pakistan will hold consulta-
tions with them on all issues rele-
vatt to the achievement of the right
of self-determination of the Kash-
mir people,” the statement said.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

6 AN 7m



~Downtown threats, |

THE LEADERS of the All Party Hurriyat Conferancé} yh
are officially awaiting the issue of passports to enable them\to
travel 1o Pakistan, have to contend with yet another contradic-
tion in their flanks. The Dukhtaran-e-Millat, the women’s wing
sof the fundamentalist Jamat-e-Islami, which had made an
1 unsuccessful attempt to impose a dress code on Kashmiri
women a few years earlier, has yet again made an attempt to
hijack the APHC agenda. At a press conference that was
organised like a spy thriller in downtown Srinagar on Thursday,
the Dukhtaran briefed press persons on their latest line of
thinking. They took moderate APHC leader Abdul Ghani
Lone to task for having suggested that foreign miilitants should
teave the resolution of the Kashmir issue to Kashmiri leaders,
This atfirms that foreign militants are very much a part of the
local scene. Besides, ‘Lone should shut up, pr else...” seems to
he the message of the women's outfit. %

This should give us some idea of the Dukhtaran’s method of
conducting a ‘dialogue’. In fact, Dukhtaran leader Asiya
Andrabi termed the APHC’s proposal of undertaking a journcy
to Islamabad as a sell-out and demanded that leaders of the
seven-party conglomerate ‘guarantec’ the stale’s secession
before undertaking the trip. If an APHC constituent’s mind is
so made up, there obviously cannot be much room for dia-
logue. Moreover, for a women's group that has been urging its
male loyalists to go in for polygamous alliances so that their
numbers can multiply faster, nothing should be surprising.

However, the latest outpourings of this outfit reflect the cur-
rent thinking of the Jamat-e-Islami and its leader Sycd Ali Shah
Geelani — who, apparently, is not quite pleased with the recent
turn of events. Geelani, who headed the APHC until last sum-
imer, must have reason to regret that he is out of the top slot at a
time when things had really begun to move in Kashmir. This per-
haps explains why he has been sulking, and has not even applied
for the papers to travel to Pakistan. A day before the Dukhtaran
went to town with their diktats, Mr Geelani had dropped a minor
bomb-shell by aftirming that the struggle in Kashmir was not
political but a religious one. The move may be a tactical manoeu-
| vre intended to push the other Hurriyat leaders out of the cen-
tre-stage in the Valley, but it is a dangerous doctrine that the
APHC needs to think through,

Historian in his labyrinth
TALKING TO The Hindustan Times in Kolkata this week,
Irfan Habib, specialist in Mughal agrarian history, countered
what he calls the Sangh parivar’s ‘Thliban-type’ agenda to
rewrite ancient Indian history. He recalled how historian R.C.
Mazurmndar, known for his hardline anti-Muslim stance, was
entaged when the RSS mouthpiece Organiser once insisted that
it was Man Singh, not Shah Jehan, who built the Taj Mahal. In
an equally enraged rebuttal, B.R. Grover, Chairman, ICHR,
told this paper that the ‘secuiar-liberal’ camp has been brand-
ing him ‘communal’ simply because Murli Manchar Joshi
appointed him for the top job. Amid this muckraking, what is
lost is the idea of history. Lost also is Habib’s argument that
historians like Mazumdar would never allow their beliefs to
interfere in their historical documentation; they would rely
only on evidence and logic.

The bitterness has spilled over into the public domain.
Certainly, the platform of the Indian History Congress can
stimulate a higher quality of debate instead of becoming an
MAC — Mutual Accusations Club. Why is it that the differ-
gnces are not resolved through an intelligent debate which
pushes the argument to its threshold and within the bounds of
decency? And even if it is not resolved, should it stoop to a
level which leaves everyone completely perplexed?

However, the saffron camp’s current obsession to rewrite histo-
ry is neither a fad nor a figment of imagination. They are serious
about giving certain twists to Indian history and mythology which,
indeed, might appear as pure hallucination 1o a rigorous histori-
an. For instance, the theory that Aryans were the original inhab-
itants of India, or that the Ramayana was not an epical/mythical
tale but a reality, or that there was originally a Ram temple where
the Babri masjid at Ayodhva once stood, have all proved to be
without any historical or archaeological basis, Besides, the accu-
sation that most academic centres, including the ICHR, have
been filled with Sangh loyalists is also not off the mark. In this
context, historians should take a lesson from a Supreme Court
judgment in July last year. “Somebody has a bee in his bonnet,
hence this petition,” said Justices S.P. Bharucha and Ruma Pal
dismissing a PIL by a ‘historian’ who sought to ‘rewrite’ the his-
tory of the Taj Mahal. The message is short and sweet: Don’t mess
with history. Preserve jt. So that the past is not a victim of the
prejudices of the present.




__~"TIGHTROPE WALK AHEAD FOR ABDUL BHAT

Hurriyat wants passports

.\)_CG

NEW DELHI. JAN, 3. Caught in a cleft stick over the
choice of an All- Party Hurrivat Conference (APHC)
ream to visit Pakistan, its chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani
Bhat, today said the Centre should give passports to
all seven executive council members to make the
dream of peace initiatives between India and Pakis-
tan a reality. { '](

3 .
“We trust the Government will issue as\sports w0
all seven members of the executive cougcil to help
the process to move forward,” Prof. Bhht told PTI
over phone from Srinagar, With consensus elusive,
he has been authorised to nominate the team to hold
talks with militant leaders and Pakistani officials.

Insiders said Prof. Bhat would have to do a tight-
rope walk as it would be difficult for him to choose a
team in the wake of statements by the pro-Pakistan
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen asking them to inchude the fire-
brand Jamaat-e-1slamia leader, Sved Ali Shah Geeia-
ni. Prof. Bhat would be waiting for a "goodwill
gesture” from Mr. Geelani like the one from Mr.
Abdul Gani Lone, who said he would opt out if it was
required for consensus.

When it was pointed out (o the Hurriyat Chairman
that Mr. Geelani and another senior Hurriyat leader,
Sheikh Abdul Aziz, had not applied either in writing
or verbally for passports, he said, “Probably it should
be taken in the larger interest as a request for the
issuance of the passports’” to them too. However, the
Centre, which is understood to have okayed the is-
suance of rravel documents to Prof. Bhat, Mr. Lone,
the Shia leader, Maulvi Abbas Ansari, and the JKLF
leader, Mr. Yaseen Malik, had not cleared passports
for Mr. Geelani and Mr. Aziz,

Locus standi questioned
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 3 [Days before the APHC delegation is
to visit Islamabad, some Pakistan- based militant
organisations have begun to question its locus standi
in discussing the future of Kashmir.

g

~w_for full delegation

The Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (HUM) openly ques-
tioned the credentials of the APHC to talk on the
behalf of the people of Kashmir, and said their visit
to Islamabad to talk with the Pakistan Government
and other militant organisations had no meaning.

This assumes significance in the wake of the divi-
sion within the APHC on the role of the militant
organisations in the so-called 'freedom struggle’.
While moderates such as Mr. Lone are of the view
that mititant organisations should not dictate the
agenda to the APHC, extremists in the Hurrivat fa-
vour a bigger role for them.

At a news conference in Muzaffarabad on Tues-
day, the HUM commander, Mr. Sajjad Shahid, said
his organisation had no confidence in the APHC
leadership. Meaningful progress on the Kashmir
conflict could he made only if militant organisations
were included in the negotiations between India and
Pakistan, adding that their "jehad’ in Kashmir would
cantinue despite the visit.

The international wire agency, Associated Press.
quoted the Harkat-ul-Ansari chief, Farooq Kashmir,
as saying, “We won't reduce our attacks against the
Indian Army nor will we allow New Delhi to use
meaningless talks as a delaying tactic.”

Questioning the APHC claim to talk on behalf of
Kashmiris. he said the Hurriyat leaders did not even
bother to express sympathies with the families of the
affected in Kashmir, leave alone visiting them.

PTI reports:

The impending visit was discussed at a meeting
between the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Ahdul
Sattar, and the PoK Prime Minister, Mr, Sultan Meh-
mood Chaudhry.

Mr. Sattar and Mr. Chaudhry discussed arrange-
mentis for a '“warm welcome” (o the Hurriyat lcaders

in Islamabad and Muzzaffarabad, an official state-
ment said. /
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Consensus eludes
Hurriyat meet on
team to Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

. THE Hurriyat Conference to-

' day failed to reach a consensus to

. finalise its team for the proposed

; Januoary 15 visit to Pakistan and ag-

* thorised chairman Abdul Ghani

. Bhattoselect the team.

: After a six-hour Jong meeting

* of the Hurnryat executive council,

. its spokesman told newsmen that

i since the Centre had not yet re-

! leased travel documents to most of

' the Hurriyat leaders, the chairman

- "has been authorised to select the

- delegation so that he can nominate

- the members of the delegation in

.~ the event of an emergency.”

. The meeting at the Hurriyat
headguarters was held under tight
security in view of the Dec 17 vio-
lent clashes beiween pro-Pakistan

the people to boycott the exercise
a8t was felt that the polls "are being
held to sabotage the restoration of
peace and everlasting solution of
Kashmir issue." “While on the one
hand talk of creating conducive at-
mosphere to resolve the Kashmir
issue isbeing claimed, on the other
hand an undemocratic and drama
of Parichayat polls isbeing enacted
against the will of the people,” the
statement said.

imam raps LeT, JeM
for anti-Musiim role

W NEW DELHI: SHAHI imam of
Jama Masiid on Tuesday said the
activities of Lashker-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad were helping
comminal elsments to create anti-
Muslim atmosphere in India, "Activi-
lies of these organisations, esiab-

and pro-independence SUPPOTETS |y i Datistan woukd ot only
?jgfg‘gﬂ?gﬁﬁ;‘; f;ntl}:g similar increase communal hatred in India
The spokesman said that the yﬁmi‘:ﬁiﬁi@ew the
S e i o o .| Maulana Syed Anmed Bukherisad
cussed at the meetingwhichasked | CPeeo statement.
THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Hurriyat stilt”
undecided over
Pak delegatlon
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 2. ~ The All Parties Hurriyat Conference
failed to reach a consensus to finalise its team for the proposed
15 January Pakistan visit, even afier a four-and-a-half hours
executive council meeting in Srinagar today.

After the meeting, APHC leaders said they had authorised the
chairman, Mr Abdul Ghani Bhatt, to select the team to visit Pa-
kistan, as they have not received their passports yet.

When asked whether Mr Abdul Gani Lone, who has declined to
vigit Islamahbad, would be part of the delegation, they said that if
Mr Bhatt recommends his name, then Mr Lone would have no
other choice but to abide by the chairman’s decision.

It may be recalled that Mr Lone, who also heads the Jammu
and Kashmir Peoples’ Conference, had recently declined fo visit
Islamabad as part of the Hurriyat delegation to hold talks as he
felt that he was being insuilted by the hardliners and that they
. had tainted his image. Mr Lone had criticised the hardliners in
the separatist conglomerate for launching a “campaign” against
him.

The Centre has reportedly released the travel documents of
three persons including Mr Bhatt, Mr Malik and Mr Ansari. Mr
Lone's passport is valid till 14 February. Mr Geelani, who re-
presents the Jamaat-e-Islami in the Hurriyat, has contested the
Centre's claim that it has not received any application from him.
Pro-Pakistan constituents of the Hurriyat have been pressing for
Mr Geelani’s inclusion in the team to Pakistan, The Hizhul Mu-
jahideen has also asserted that the visit by Hurriyat delegation
would be fruitless without the inclusion of Mr Geelani.

The Ieaders in today’s meeting also gave a call to boycott the
Panchayat elections because they feel that the present situation
was not conducive enough to hold elections in the region.
Besides, they also alleged that elections in the region were never
held in a fair manner. “Since there 18 no credibility in the system,
the APHC has given the boycott call,” they said.

Today’s meeting was attended by Mr Bhat, Mr Lone, Mr Mir-
waiz Umar FParoog, Mr Syed Ali S8hah Geelani, Mr Yasin Malik,
Mr Maulana Abass Ansari and Mr Sheikh Abdul Aziz amidst
tight securify at the Hurriyat headgyuarters in Srinagar.

On 17 December, a similar meeting at the same venue had
witnessed viclent clashes between supporters of pro-Pakistap’
and pro-independence factions of the amalgam in which 12
neohle were injured. :
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DELHISRINAGAR, Jan. 1. — The

matter of passports to
Hurriyat leaders continues to be
confusing.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani of the
Jamaat-e Islami today said his
application for passport had been
pending with the government for two
vears. He was referring to reports
that he was not being given travel
documents as he had not applied for
them.

“I had applied for the passport in
Srinagar two years back along
- with Mr Abdul Ghani Lone,” he
gaid,

Sved Geelani claimed his passport
had been mmpounded in 1981 and the
. passport department was delaying
| iysuing his document saying it was a
. political mutter and would be decided

accordingly. .

" On the constitution of the team
. that will travel to Pakisiap on 15

January, the former Hurriyat
chairman  said “Let  the
government first issue documents
to all the seven executive council
members. We will then decide the
team.”

Meanwhile, the issue of granting

travel dociments tv the Hurriyat

leaders 6o allow them to wvisit

Pakigtan for discussions with
militanl organisations, remwains
unclear,

Home ministry officials are “tight-
lipped”, but sources said “it is the
MEA which will take the final
.decision un issuing passports or any
other travel docvuments tov the
Hurriyat leaders.”

The Hurriyat leaders are still
maintaining that “they bave not

S
.‘ *
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( ’
received any information either |

han

from the home ministry or the
external affairs ministry on the
restoration or issuance of their
passports”.

On 28 December, the home ministyy
cleared issuing passports and other
travel documents to the Hurriyat

leaders after considering their
requests. R
The ministry restored the

impounded passports of the Hurriyat
Conference chairman, Mr Abdul
Gani Bhatt, Shia leader Maulana
Abhas Ansari and Mr Abdul Ghani
Lone.

It also directed issuance of a fresh
passport to JKLF chief, Mr Yasin
Malik, who had applied for it in
September last year.

A decision on the issue is expected
to be announced by the externsal
affairs ministry, a day before their
scheduled visit to Pakistan.

i

Hurriyat executive members in sessian at Mirwaiz Moulvi Umer Fareaq's residence at
Nageen on the outskirts of Srinagar. (A file photegraph)

Peace at any cost, says Farooq

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Jan. 1. — There is no going
back on the peace process initiated in
Jammu and Kashmir, the chief
minister, Ir Faroog Abdutlah, said
here, “We are ready for any sacrifice
in pursuit of peace,” he said.

In an exclusive interview to Door-
darshan Kendra, Jammu, Dr Abd-
ullah expressed concern over the
inereased civilian killings in the state
despite the Prime Minister's uni-
jateral suspension of combat oper-
ations. He satd that some forces are

still alive to the state which thrive on
bloodshed. “There ‘are ¢ people
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who decorate their houses with the
blood of innocents and celebrate their
killings,” he said. “We are aware of
guch elements, which have become
more active after suspension of
operations, This has made us more
cautious and there would no lowering
of security grid. We will have to face
the enemy,” he added.

The chief minpister said that it is
equally significant that the JELF
leader, Hashim Qureshi, who
masterminded the hijacking of
Srinagar-fJammu Indian Airlines
flight at the behesi of Pakistan in
1971, has voluntarily surrendered
and confessed his crime. After

undergoing traumatic conditions in
PoK and Pakistan jails, Qureshi
would be able to tell the pecple in the
state the conditions in which “our
brethren” in the occupied territory
are living he said adding that this
will najl the propaganda of Pakistan
and its lackeys.

He said one cannot ignore the
statement of Mr Abdul Gani Lone,
Hurriyat leader, who after visiting
PoK, had said that there was no
freedom, except religious, in the
occupied territory.

'This would serve as an eye opener
for those playing into Pakistan’s ploy,
he said.

gs over Hurriyat passports

George makes a

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 1. — Mr George
Fernandes cut short his visit to
Kargil and returned here early this
morping.

The defence minister was
supposed to have stayed in Kargil
after finishing his '
engagements hut :
came back
immediately after |
meeting troops there }
and visiting Kil, Sendo ;

and Dras, the |
headguarters of the 56 |
Brigade that was |
mvolved in = the
fighting with Pakistan
in 1999.

Despite the hitter §
cold, Mr Ferpandes
also  visited Point
5353, defence ministry -
sources said, and got himself
photographed there to end the
controversy about the peak being in
Pakistani hands., “This should end
the unfortunate controversy about
the peak once and for all,” he said.

The defence minister, who wore an
olive-green parka during his
meetings with troops, spoke of the
decrease in tensions along the LoC,
calling it an encouraging sign.

On the recent anti-Indian riots in
Nepal, sparked after some remarks

Mr George Fernandes

point on 5353

credited to Hrithik Roshan, though
he didn't make them, Mr Fernandes
said anti-Indian feelings were
spread in a calculated manner. He
added that rumoeur mongering and
destruetion of property belonging to
Indians in Nepal were part of a plot
against India. '
_ Mr Fernandes said
B India was willing to
¥ speak to Pakistan but
d not before there was a
® climate for meaningful
dialogue.
He said while the
Pakistan army had
pulled back a division

still one divigion from a
very long border and
therefore, it wasnt an
“adequate” gesture.

He said Pakistan
showld rein in ISI and stop croas-.
border terrorism. [ndia, he said,
had already taken a number of
steps to improve the climate.

Mr Fernandes depied that the
Army was against the ceasefire in
J&K and said it was extended to 26
January after consultations with
the Army chief, Genaral S Padman-
abhan.

He asked the media to “create
climate of confidence amengs

people instead of weakening it”.



~Lashkar mll;tqnt admlts ki hn
Chittisinghpura Sikh$'in Marc

NEW YORK: A Pakistani mili-
tand, arrested in connection with
the March massacre of 35 Sikhs in
Chittisinghpura in Jammu and
Kashntir, has admitted to his be-
ing a member of the attackers®
team and his affiliation to Pak-
istan-based Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) outfit, a media report said
here on Sundayv.

Suhail Malik of Sialkot, inter-
viewed by a New York Times cor-
respondent in an Indian prison,
has said he had no regrets for par-
ticipating in the massacre, which
coincided with US President Bill
Clinton’s five-day India visit in
March 2000.

Malik said he had opened fire
on the Sikhs, just because he had
been ordered to do so by his LeT
commanders and that he knew
nothing about the plot to kill the
Sikhs until got the orders as he
stood in an orchard where the 35
people were killed.

“I used my weapons when com-

manded... We are told what to do
and not why, Afterwards we were
told not to talk about it,” 18-year-
old Malik said.

“The Koran teaches us not to
kill innocents. {but) if Lashkar-e-
Toiba told us te kill those people
(Sikhs), them it was right to do it. I
have no regreis,” he added.

He said in the interview, “When
I was sent here from Pakistan, I
was told the Indian army kills
Muslims. It treats them badly and
burns their mosques and refuses
to let them pray. They must be
freed from these clutches”.

Malik said LeT had tutored him
in marksmanship and mountain
climbing. He sneaked into India in
October, 1999, with an equivalent
of $ 200 in expense money. He
toek part only in two attacks be-
fore Chittisinghpura — one on an
army oufpost and the other on a
bus carrying soldiers.

In Sialkot, his father insisted
that he did net know to which

group Malik belonged even
though a glossy decal of Lashkar
was on one of the walls of the

room in which the correspondent ;

interviewed him, the paper wrote.

g

And his “favourite’”” uncle de-

clined to answer any question but
lashed out at Christians and Jews.

Malik agreed that he is likely to
spend the rest of his life in an Indi-
an prison, Terming this as “‘a drea-
ry prospect,”” he said he would
have preferred the “glory of mar-
tyrdom*.Malik said he had at-
tended a government school
through fifth grade but like many
boys in Pakistan, had switched
over to 2 madrassa, a Muslim reli-
gious academy.He said he heard
the speeches of the Toiba’s lead-
ers while studying in Lahore and
trusted their vision of the world
and trusted still.

The article says Malik showed
no signs of abuse but the torfure

of someone in his situation would |

not be unusual. (PTJJJ/
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|The Hindustan Times:

Return of t\%he prodigal ,

HASHIM QURESHI has app: e}itly come a Iong\u%}sinoe his
role as a principal actor in the 1971 hijacking of an Indian
Alrlines plane to Lahore. His return to India on Friday traces
some of the tortuous course that the Kashmir issue has been
through in the past three decades. In Holland, where he has
lived since he left Pakistan after completing a reduced jail sen-
tence in the Eighties, he has been arguing in favour of freezing
the Kashmir issue for the next 20 years, while granting maxi-
mum autonomy to people living on either side of the Line of
Control. But that is not the only reason why he is apathema to
the Pakistani establishment. His references to the relative pros-
perity and exercise of democratic freedom by people in Indian
Kashmir — as against those under Pakistani control — has
turned him into a hate figure in Islamabad. His support to the
state’s composite and secular character has made it even worse.

Irrespective of the merits of Qureshi’s proposal, his presence
itself is bound to generate anxieties in the Hurriyat camp. In
the past, he has questioned their representative character and
criticised them for ‘loyally’ articulating the Pakistani viewpoint,
He has also charged some of them of pocketing the cash they
had received from Pakistan for rehabilitating those who suf-
fered during the Charar-e-Sharif episode. Pakistan’s own atti-
tude to the JKLF has always been ambivalent. They first ieted
the 1971 hijackers and then put them in jail. Though Qureshi
had parted company with Amanullah Khan way back in
the Eighties, the [atter’s experience had been no different,
{Amanullah Khan was played up by Pakistan as a Kashmiri
hero when 1t came to Indian Kashmir, but was incarcerated
whenever he raised the issue of tq;:grights of the people of
his native Gilgit.) k% <, %W/

More particulatly, Qureshi’s return is bOlm to cause consid-
erable embarrassment to the present Srinagar-based leadership
of the JKLF of which he has been a co-founder. The JKLF lead-
ers, who were originally supposed to speak up for the people of
the whole state, have practically modified their position while
hitching onto the Hurriyat bandwagon, which is dominated by
constituents favouring Pakistan. Qureshi, however, has been
insisting that the conditions of people living in Pakistan-held
Kashmir — including those in Gilgit, where even basic rights
remain a distant dream — should be part of the Kashmir agen-
la. Thus, even though differences between the JKLF and the
aro-Pakistan Hizbul Mujahideen do occasionally spill over into
‘he open —- as they did recently -~ Qureshi’s arrival may make
t difficult to continue to keep them under wraps.

A 1. 11 : —
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Leave Pak team line-up to us: APHC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SRINAGAR, Dec. 31. — Hurri-
vat leader Mr Mirwaiz Umar
Faroog today said the Centre
should issue passports to all
the seven executive council
members of the conglomerate,
The government should leave
the composition of the team, o
visit Pakistan for talks with
the militant leadership, 1o
Hurriyat, he said.

“I{ is our headache who will gn
and who will not go,” Mr Mir-
waiz told a foreign radic nei-
work, adding that “nobody has a
right to decide on our behalf.”

. The Hurriyat Conference, com-

prising 23 separatist outfits,
has sought the Centre’s per-
mission to visit Pakistan for
tallks with the militant lead-
ership and the establishment
there as a follow-up to the
Centre’s unilateral ceaselire.

The Hizbul Mujahideen too
has said that all seven Hurri-
vat leaders should travel to
Pakistan, or it would be an
“exercise in futility”.

“If some are allowed and some
are barred (from travelling to
Pakistan), it will create doubts
about the Hurriyat. Rather, it
can create an improssion that
the alliance is divided into mod-
erates~amd extremists peoplé”
Hizbul supreme commander,
Sved Salahuddin, told Dawn.

Hurriyat leaders “must show
farsighledness and diplomatic
efficiency to give the impress-
fon that Delhi, and not they
themselves, are constituting
the delegation.”

“I advise the Hurrivat leadets
to avoid travelling to Pakistan
unless all of them are allowed
to travel...they should first
evolve an agenda in consensus

for the teur,” he said.

Mr Mirwaiz said “delibevate
leaks” to the media about lhu
selection of its excceutive coun-
il members were aimed at
“ereating division” within the
conglomerate.

“The reporis tof isswng pass-
ports to sclective memberst is
aimed at engineering defection
in our ranks by raking up the
issue of so-called hardliners and
so-called moderates,” he said.
Mr Abdul Ghani Lone said the
proposed visil of Hurriyat lea-
ders was almed al convinciug
militanis and authorities to res-
pond positively to the ceasefirve,

“Militants should give a posi-
tive response to the ceasefire Lo
preveul Delhi from pulting the
condition ol ending cross-horder
terrorism for talks,” he said.

Mr Lone said the Centre had

tried to open channels with the
Hurriyat leadership, immedia-
tely after their leaders’ reloase
from jail. He said the visit to
Pakistan was the Hurriyat's own
decision and did nol have the
Centre”s “advance approval”.
PoK arrangements: PoK jca-
ders have made elaborate arr-
angements for the Hurriyat
leaders’ visit to Pakistan and
occupied areas. adds UNT from
Islamabad.
The APHC leaders woulbe
taken round the various cities
of occupied areas to show the
developments there in the past
50 years, PoK Prime Minister
said in Rawalpindi today.

‘Pak claim false’

Mr Farcoq Abdullah has said
Pakisian's “lied” about with-
drawing its (roops {rom the
LoC, The claim has heen found
1o be incorrect, he said,

-

‘ﬂ- jdof\ Vi b

" Tashkar backlash nags truce effort

ATATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Aunothos magar thivar 1y
veeenl (Tmes comes o the
Jalsh-p-Mohammed L‘ci by
Mauiona Masead \/hm T
speaker  relowsed  frone o
Indiun jail with two other
militant leaders exuctly o vear
ago in  exchange for  (he
pastengers and crew of the
hijacked {C-51.1,
His specches, especialle fhose
amdaine!  the  USAL hove
(:mh:nm.a'm:d the  Palistan
government and he has been
“interned” ol Bhawalpur, OF
his hard-core followors,
estinutled fo be S0, aboul 150
are 10 the vallev, Some af them
have come from oticer militant
groups.

The  IST-Hunded and
Peshawar-bazed  Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen, ied by Faizal
Rehman and comprising mostly
people  from  the area and
Afghans. and the Hizbul Mu-
Jahideen, made up of Kashmiri
recruits, have laken part in
fewer  actions  and  mostly
agaipst  government  symp-
athisers.

NEW DELHI, Dec, 31, - The
militants” respensc to  the
Indian pgovernment's ceasefire
call has been mixed with the
Laskhar-e-Taivaba and the
newly [ormed Jaish-e-Moh-
ammed actually intensifying
opmatmn» while other groups
like the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
and the Ilizhul Mujahideen
have been guicter.

There ix still uncertainty
about why the Lashkar and the
Jaish are continuing their
operations in the valley and
even in Delhi as the Pakistan
government appears to he keen
on easing the pressure. Firing
along the LoC has stopped and
there is only smali-arms firing
in the Siachen Glacier. It is
possible that Pakistan is
keeping them active as a
warning that militancy could
increase very easily. Or, that
some elements have got out of
hand.

The Lashkar is considered
more independent-minded and

less under the 1SI's control,
because it is firmmneed by sour-
ces in Saudi Arabiz and the
United Arab Imirates. At
major Lashkar mectings, mem-
bers of the group have
demanded donations, saying
that the cost of a bullet to kill
an Indian soldier is Rs 30.

Police stand guard near the India Gate in New Gelhi on Sunday. Security

An interesting sign is the
presence of educated militEHeE"
-- it s a sign of heavy
commitment and the genuine
appeul of the jehad ery. Most
of the militants are still from
ponr  familics. edueated in
madrasas and paid a ot of
rioficy Lo fight.

The armed group of the
Marcus Dawa and based in
Muridke, 20 miles from Lahore,

has been tightened at key places keeping in mind a recent terrorist
attack at Red Fort, — APIPT) tuken

- hoeause i is new “reactive” bt

the Lashkar is 600-800 strong. from Punjab, Sind and PoK  The lcvels nl"indmuinatjon of units are centivuing to pairol
Headed by Prof Hafeez Sayeed, with a sprinkling of Afghans this“army of the pure” ave very and  “deminaflc”™ the arcas

In recent trmes the Arny has
vagualties mostly

the outfit has cadres mainly and Kashmiris. high.

)

under thelv purview,
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7«7 Quresh

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The Dielhi High Ceurt today
extended the stay tili Junuary 2 on the lower
court order grandng transit remand of My
tlashim Qureshi, the 1971 accused bijacker of
an Indian Airlines plane, to Jammu and Kash-
mir police.

A special division Bench, cumprising Mr,
Justice Cyriac Joseph and Mr. Justice 5., Ka-
poor, posted the case for further hearing till
Tuesday when the Union Government, the
Jammu and Kashmir police, the Delhi Police
and Mr. Qureshi’s counsel would make their
submissions.

At today’s hearing, lasting nearly four hours,
neither the Government counsel nor Mr. Qu-
reshi’s counsel could place the exact legal posi-
tion before the Court on the issue of handing
Mr. Qureshi to Srinagar Police.

The special Rench of the Lligh Court is hear-
1g the petition of Mr. Qureshi, challenging his

_— [

i remand extended

detention by the Delhi Paolice after he arrived
here from Copenhagen and remanding him to
the custody of Jarmmu and Kashmir police. The
Bench instructed that all relevant laws and Su-
preme Court judgments referred to by the
 sunsel from both sides should be placed be-
fure it by tomorrow evening.

The senior counsel Mr. K.T.S, Tulsi, appear-
ing for Mr. Qureshi, challenged his client’s de-
tention and custody to [ammu and Kashmir
police on the grounds that he had already been
convicted for the offence by a Pakistani court
and served nine years of prison term there. The
Delhi Police and the Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment counsel said that Mr, Qureshi was on-
Iy tried for the offence of “wrongful
confinement” of passengers in Pakistan and
not for hijacking, kidnapping and robbery,
mentioned in the IR,

JUM threatens Qureshi
PTI, UNI] report:
The radical militant outiit, Jamiar-ul-Muja-

hidecn has rermed the surrender of Hashim -
Gureshi, who had hijacked an Indian Airlines !
tlight ©o Lahore in 1971, as “‘an act of treason”
and threatened to “take him to task’™.

S(arechi's homiliating surrender to Indian
authorities amounts to treason and the Ja-
miat-ul-Mujahideen will take him tn rask
when he retvims to Kashmir,” a press state-
ment released by the pro-Pakistan outfit [{
local newspapers said.

“Qureshi’s statements that Pakistan was ex-
ploiting the sentiments of the people of Kash-
mir has beeri taken note of. Pakistan is our
sympathiser and militants in Kashmir will
fight till last to make Kashmit part of Pakis-
tan,” the statement said.

While living in Holland, Qureshi indulged
in prepaganda against the “Jehad’ in Kashmir
at the beiwst of India, Bt said, adding that was |
the reason for the Indian authorities providing
him visa.




~_Differences surface between
W\ Hurriyat and Hizb ° "~

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 31. Difference
surfaced between the conglomer-
ate of separate outfits in Jammu
and Kashmir and the Hizb-ul Mu-
jahideen on the issue of respon-
ding positively to India's ceasefire
even as pressure mourted on In-
dia to issue passports to all seven
Hurrivat  Conference  Executive
Council members for travelling to
Pakistan for lalks,

The Hurrivat leader, Mr. Abdul
Gani Lone, said in Srinagar that
the proposed visit of Hurrivat
leaders to Pakistan was aimed at
convincing militant groups and
powers that influence them to re-
spond positively to the ceasefire,
“Militants should give a positive
response o the ceasefire to pre-
vent New Delhi from putting the
condition of ending cross-border
terrorism for talks,” he said.

But the tlizh chief, Sved Sala-
huddin, told The Dawn newspa-
per that “we believe the Hurriyac
cannot suggest the Mujahideen to
ivspect the so-called ceasefire be-
cause it dees not have any man-
date for that".

NMr. Saiahuddin not only reject-

ed the ceasefire as pre- requisite
for talks but threatened to inten-
sify their strikes. “The ceasefire
was worthless unless India made
a categorical declaration that
‘Kashmir is a disputed territory
and it is readv to resolve it
through meaningful tripartite
talks. Till that happens, the oper-
ations of the Mujahideen would
continue. Rather we would inten-
sify and stretch them,” he said.

He said truce was not a prereq-
uisite for resolution of the issue
and cited the examples of Afghan-
istan, northern lreland and Viet-
num where, according to him,
talks and the militancy ran simul-
taneously. — PTI

Lashkar says it has
Chinese anti-aircraft guns

NEW DELNi, DEC. 31. The Pakistani
mercenary group Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba (LeT) has claimed to have ac-
quired Chinese anti-aircraft guns
and 60mm heavy mortars for use
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“QOur cadre have procured lat-
est Chinese-made guns which can
be used against fighter aircraft
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and to destroy bridges and build-
ings,” according to the Lashkar
mouthpiece fihad Times,

The paper said Lashkar cadre
had also been equipped with
60mm heavy tnortars with an ac-
curate range of 2.5 km, adding
these sophisticated arms had
been pushed into Jammu and
Kashmir.The paper also said the

Lashkar and other mercenary |

groups had begun using maobile

phones for communication with

comnanders based in Pakisran.

According to Army sources
here, in recent operations securi-
ty forces had captured two so-
phisticated mobile phone sets
manufactured by the American
company Lricsson, linked to mo-
bile phone companies operating
in border towns in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir.

For security reasons, the State
Government has banned use of
mobile phones in the State and
according to Army officials, mer-
cenary groups have begun to use
smiuggled mobile phones, partic-
ularly in Poonch and Rajouri ar-
eas from October this year.



