Hizb militant
Rs 2 Iakh reward
surrenders in J&K

. EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
 SRIVAGAR, FEBRUARY 27§V~

IN a significant development,
the Baramulla district commander
of the Hizbul Mujahideen surren-
dered before the security forces
while four persons were killed in-
cluding a militant in Kashmir since
yesterday, police said.

Jehangir Khan surrendered
before the IG Border Security
Force, Baramulla frontier range,
and handed over arms and ammu-
nition. Khan, a senior Hizbul
cadre was wanted in several mili-
tancy-related incident. He carried
Rs 2 lakh on his head.

Meanwhile, Zahoor Malik
alias Muntazir of Kapran, Dooru
was killed in an encounter with se-
curity forces today. In the ex-
change of fire, one house was dam-
aged. militants kidnapped and
later killed Noor Mohammad
Shah of Latina of Budgam.

In the evening militants shot
dead a surrendered militant Fayaz
Ahmed, resident of Brein, Nishat
in Srinagar.

— R

W NEW DELHI: THE Government
on Tuesday-said it was not cease-
fire in Jammu and Kashmir but
stoppage of combat opgalions in
the state against terroriSts, the Lok
Sabha was informed today.

“Prime Minister has never said that
it was ceasefire but the Govern-
ment has only instructed the de-
fence forces not to open fire but re-
spond to militant attacks. Since this
move came into effect, inthe last
three months 184 terrorists have
been killed by security forces”,
Home Minister L K Advani said.

This morning militants shot
dead two persons at Bagh-e-
Nanadsingh of whom one has
been identified as Muhammad
Amin Sheikh, resident of Sutaha-
ran, Beerwa in Budgam.

At least 13 pedestrians were
injured when a grenade hurled
by militants on a security force
picket exploded on the road a
Khudwanl, Kugam yesterdgy
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/I./dne’s party joins issue
with Geelani * .

By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, FEB. 25. Differences within the All-Party Hur-
riyat Conference (APHC) have deepened further
with the People’'s Conference led by Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone publicly joining issue with the Jamat-e-Islami
leader, Syed Ali Geelani. Kashmir - whether a reli-
gious or political issue - is the bone of contention.

The reaction to Mr. Geelani's speech at a Friday
congregation that there was no room for secular pol-
itics in Kashmir came from the People's Conference

C) spokesman on Saturday, who said that the Ja-

at leader was getting isolated. In a hard-hitting
statement, he said Mr. Geelani had lost even the
support of his own party and was hence exploiting
the sentiments of the masses.

The People’s Conference reiterated that Kashmir
was a political issue. Mr. Geelani, a known hardliner
in Kashmir politics, had asked the people to foil the
designs of the “‘so called secular leaders”, in an ap-
parent reference to Mr. Lone.

Disputing Mr. Geelani’s assertions, the PC spokes-
man said, “even the chief of the Jamat-e-Islami in
Pakistan-occupid Kashmir, Mr. Abdur Rashid Turra-
bi, and in Kashmir, Mr. G.M. Bhat, had termed the
issue political.”

The Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen Parvez Mushar-
raf, also gave the same account of the nature of
Kashmir problem. “It is only Mr. Geelani who attri-
butes Kashmir as a religious one. He stands isolated
and if does not get support from his own party why
blame Lone,” asked the spokesman adding that the
poisonous propaganda launched by Mr. Geelani was
regrettable.

He said the leader of the stature of Mr. Geelani
should not raise controversial issues and level un-
founded allegations in public meetings.

’\7

Referring to the sinking support to Mr.\Geelani,
the spokesman said if Mr. Geelani could\not get
re-elected to the prime post why blame Mr. Lone
who had just one vote. The issue would be taken up
in the Hurriyat executive when Mr. Lone, presently
in Delhi, returned to Srinagar, he added.

Mr. Geelani had openly supported the Lashkar-e-
Taiba and said “they are part and parcel of our
movement and are helping us in fighting repres-
sion.” The Jamat leader said that Parliament should
accept Kashmir as a dispute and then only they
(Hurriyat) would ask the militants to respond to the
ceasefire. In what can be see as a setback to the
peace process, Mr. Geelani also questioned the Hur-
riyat’s proposed visit to Pakistan saying there was no
need for that. The Hurriyat has already constituted a
team of five leaders to visit Pakistan in which Mr.
Geelani is included.

Now when there are indications that the Vajpayee
Government may clear the visit, Mr. Geelani has
sent another signal categorically opposing the visit.
Sources in the Hurriyat said the majority would cer-
tainly prevail in the executive. But Mr. Geelani's in-
clusion assumes importance for his acceptance 5
among the militant groups.

The Hurriyat is already divided on the ceasefire
issue with one group consisting of the chairman,
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, Mr. Yaseen Malik, Moulvi
Abbas Ansari, Mirwaiz Farooq and Mr. Lone sup-
porting the initiative and Mr. Geelani and Mr Aziz
opposing it.

The Al-Umar Mujahideen chief, Mushtaq Zargar,
who was freed in exchange for the IA passengers in
Kandahar in December 1999, has also threatened to

take ory{urriyat leaders supporting the cease-
fire.
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/ "_New ceasefire

By Atul Aneja 1) - A 9%

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. In seeking to enforce the Kashmjr
ceasefire for the next three months, the Army hds
modified its plans to separate the pan- Islamic jeha-
dis from the local militants and their supporters.

Highly placed sources in the Government here
point out that a directive for adopting a sterner dis-
position towards the foreign militants while holding
offensive operations against local militants has been
issued. This move is meant to enable the security
forces to launch selective operations against groups
such as the Laskhar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad. Restraint will continue to be exercised vis-
a-vis the local militants and their supporters in the
valley. To facilitate this, the cooperation of the Hur-
rivat Conference leaders in restraining their sup-
porters from carrying weapons may become
necessary.

Sources pointed out that the continuation of high
profile militancy by the jehadi groups has forced the
Army to consider a more muscular response against
them. Operations against foreign militants will be
launched on the basis of “hard intelligence.”

The recent outpouring of Kashmiris on the streets
has prodded the security forces to reconsider its tac-
tics towards the local militants and there supporters.
The Army now wants to go the extra mile to mend
civil-military relations.

New confidence-building measures

In order to improve ties with the locals, it propos-
es to adopt new confidence building measures. For
instance, the security forces will now be required to
adhere to a better standard of human rights practic-
es. Preventing custodial death has especially be-
come urgent and indispensable.

The Army, in order to enforce its plans, is looking
for better coordination with the para-military forces

norms

and the police. It is felt custodial deaths can be
avoided only if the activities of all sections of the
security forces, including the Jammu and Kashmir
police, who detain militants are made transparent
and monitored more strictly.

Greater emphasis on preventing deaths in captiv-
ity is being laid as the killing in custody of Mr. Jali
Ahmad triggered recent street demonstrations and
subsequent firing in Kashmir. Mr. Ahmad was re-
portedly picked up by the Special Operations Group
of the Jammu and Kashmir police. The emotional
response to the killing, according to one assessment,
can be attributed to the fact that Mr. Ahmad was an
activist of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF). Unlike the jehadi groups, the JKLF has con-
siderable following in the valiley. The firing on the
large crowds further inflamed local Kashmiri pas-
sions. The Army, in its recent internal meetings has
been one of the principle advocates of the ceasefire
extension. For instance, it has pointed out that mil-
itary posture along the Line of Control after the cea-
sefire is more relaxed. Firing on the volatile Siachen
glacier after the ceasefire initiative is also on hold.

The breather on the border, in turn, has allowed

the Army to regroup its for nd reassess its de-
ployments. /m@'Ti

EB pays Rs. 50 cr. to DPC

MUMBAI, FEB. 23. The Maharashtra State Electricity
Board today made a part payment of Rs. 50 crores
for its December bill to the Enron-promoted Dabhol
Power Company. The MSEB gave a cheque for Rs. 50
crores, nearly one-third of the Rs. 152-crore Decem-
ber bill, DPC officials said. The total outstandings for
December and January were Rs. 279 crores (includ-
ing Rs. 127 cr. for Jan.), a spokesman said. — PTI
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Cease Fire(\\,\%ng\ﬂ/

4/ There is a message from the Valley and it is time it was paid heed to:

Kashmir is people. It is not a powerplay between India and Pakistan or
between the Vajpayee government and the opposition or indeed among
different factions of the BJP. It is not about isolating Pakistan in the in-
ternational community or about disproving the so-called two-nation
theory. Certainly strategy is important. But for strategy to make head-
way, we must first admit that we are dealing with flesh and blood people.
And if — as field reports from our special correspondent suggest — it is
true that there is a fresh sense of disquiet among the Kashmiris, we must
ask ourselves why this has happened. Why have they taken to the streets,
when the government is ostensibly doing all it can to further the peace
process? The easiest thing to do would be to spot the hand of the extrem-
ists in the protests which are now rapidly spreading across the Valley.
Without doubt, the terrorists have a huge stake in keeping Kashmir on
the boil, which is why they’ll go to any desperate length to ensure that
the people remain alienated. A sensible government would see this trap
for what it is and win the battle by not allowing the situation to
proceed to a stage where it can be exploited. The militants succeed
in their gameplan each time an innocent civilian falls to the bullets
of the security forces. \ (;V

Perhaps that is why a major aim of the ceasefire w: s}ﬁée the aver-
age Kashmiri citizen from the kind of everyday harassment that made
him/her resent New Delhi. In the first month of the ceasefire, this, in fact,
happened. All indications suggested that the mood in the Valley was
slowly turning in India’s favour. The change in atmosphere might have
held out had the two recent cases of firing not blotted the record of the
security forces. Javed Shah, who was killed in the Hiagam firing, was only
15 and, as our report points out, far too innocent to know anything about
the protest march outside his house. This kind of killing is exactly what
ignites public anger. And now thanks to the focus on the firings, a lot
many things of consequence have gone unnoticed, including statistics
that support the Indian government. During the ceasefire, fewer mili-
tants and securitymen were killed. As against this, civilian casualties rose,
which is incontrovertible proof of the anti-people character of the ongo-
ing militancy. Three days ago, militants blew up the towers that send out
power supply to the Valley, which again hurts the ordinary people the
most. Before this, innocent Sikhs and Bakarwals were killed in militant
strikes. Each of these incidents is confirmation that for the terrorists the
Kashmiri people are merely cannon fodder to be used at will. Fortunate-
ly, the Vajpayee government — as well as all the political parties — has
had the sense to extend the ceasefire instead of buying the argument
that cessation of combat operations had produced no tangible
result. The Centre must follow this up with two things. Keep a strict
watch on official human rights violations. Two, launch a massive
information campaign about the nature of the peace process and
the true character of militancy. As wg-said before, Kashmir is about
people. But is anyone listening? /
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| ISLAMABAD, FEB. 22. A number of
. prominent politicians and intel-
" lectuals from Pakistan and Pakis-

' tan-Occupied Kashmir

(PoK),

. who have been invited for a con-

ference in Jammu to discuss the
Kashmir issue in the third week of
March, are prepared to attend it if

© the Government of India grants

them visas.

The conference poses a dilem-
ma to the Government of Indiath-
at is already grappling with the

| question of issue of travel docu-

ments to an All-Party Hurriyat
Conference delegation. Of course,
in one case it is the issue of pass-
ports and in the other, visas.
The chairman of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF), Mr. Amanuilah Khan, who
is among the invitees to the con-

. ference, has forwarded to the or-

ganisers a list of 88 members from
Pakistan and PoK who are willing
to travel to Jammu. The fact that
his organisation is banned and an

i arrest warrant is pending against

him in India has not deterred Mr.
Khan from seeking to take part
take in the conference.

So far none of the invitees from

| either Pakistan or PoK has ap-

| proached the Indian High Com-
. mission in Pakigwfh for the
necessary visa dbcuments. ‘“We

1d first like to know whether

e Indian Government in princi-
ple would agree to allow us to
travel to Jammu. 1 have written to
the former Chief Minister, Mr.
Ghulam Mohammad Shah, who is
organising the conference, to as-
certain the position from New
Delhi. If we get a green signal
from the Indian Government, we
would go ahead seeking visas,”
Mr. Khan said.

Being organised by the former
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir and president of J&K
Awami National Conference, Mr.
G.M. Shah, the conference in-
tends to bring together people
from various walks of life from
both sides of the border.

Mr. Shah has invited all the
prominent politicians and intel-
lectuals from the PoK, Gilgit-Bal-
tistan (known as northern areas of
Kashmir administered by Pakis-
tan) and Pakistan.

Titled “in search of peace and
solution”, the conference intends
to provide a platform to people
from both sides of Kashmir sub-
scribing to different ideologies.

include
former
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CEASEFIRE TO CONTIMJE FOR THREE MORE MONTHS

Don’t mess with peace,
‘warns jehad

g
o ¢ 3391\ P

By Harish Khare r}"{)

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22. The Centre to-
day formally announced its deci-
sion to extend the ceasefire in
Jammu and Kashmir by three
more months. The current cease-
fire, which was to have expired on
February 26, now stands extend-
ed till the end of May, 2001.

As per the widely reported deci-
sion taken yesterday by the Cabi-
net Committee on Security, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, made a statement in
the Lok Sabha, spelling out the
Government’s thinking behind
the “peace initiative”. Unfortu-
nately, because of a procedural
stalemate, no statement could be
made in the Rajya Sabha; hence,
the Government was deprived of
its option of offering “clarifica-
tions” and elucidations of the
statement made in the Lok Sabha.

In his statement, the Prime
Minister recalled that the Presi-
dent’s address to the joint sitting
of both the Houses on the open-
ing day of the budget session,
contained “the Government’s ap-
proach to the whole question of
Jammu and Kashmir”.

Confident tone

The overall tone of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s statement was of a confi-
dent Government convinced of its
game-plan. At least, three oper-
ative elements could be clearly
discerned. First, Mr. Vajpayee
told the Lok Sabha that “the Gov-
ernment has decided to pursue
this path (of readiness to have
talks with every group in the State
that abjures violence) by initia-
ting talks with various groups in
Jammu and Kashmir”. According
to officials, this formulation could

ly mean that sooner than later
the Centre would be ‘“‘formalis-
ing” some kind of format to “en-
gage those groups and voices
hich are outside the main-
tream’’.

A necessary corollary of this de-
cision would be to allow the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference dele-
gation visit Pakistan. Though
there was no discussion on this
specific point in yesterday’'s CCS
meeting, the presumption is that
the APHC’s much-hyped visit
could come about in near future.

Second, the Prime Minister as-
serted that “‘we will not let this
(peace) process be derailed, dilut-
ed or misused”. Without men-
tioning by name jehadi outfits
such as the Laskhar-e-Taiba or
the Jaish-e-Mohammed, Mr. Vaj-
payee’s statement contained a
tough message: “If you inflict in-
jury on any Indian citizen in the
State of Jammu and Kashmir, or
elsewhere, or commit any act of
violence or terrorism then the se-
curity forces have clear instruc-

tions to act decisively and to
defeat such intentions.”

Message to militants

Apart from rectifying the appre-
hensions among the security
forces that the ceasefire meant no
level playing field, the Prime Min-
ister’s statement is a ‘‘message
openly delivered” to the mili-

Bhat escapes bid on lif
By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, FEB. 22. The chairperson of All-Party Hurriyat Conference,
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, escaped a bid on his life in the north
~ Kashmir village of Tarzoo, near Sopore. Prof. Bhat was addressing
a public meeting and was about to board his vehicle when people
' noticed a grenade fitted to his vehicle, and stopped Prof. Bhat
. from boarding. One of his bodyguards, Ashiq Hussain, immedi-
' ately removed the grenade and handed it over to the police guard

of the local bank. It was not known who was responsible.
When contacted, Prof. Bhat confirmed that there was an at-
tempt on his life but maintained that his death would not kill the
freedom movement. He refused to identify the group or agency
responsible for the act. It is for the first time that a senior Hurriyat

. leader has been publicly targeted.

- H
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tants. This message, according to |
officials, is that there would be no )
let-up in operations against the 5
jehadi militants while every effort |
would be made to spare the civil- i
ian population of any collateral |
hardship. In a way, the statement ‘
merely formalises the situation on
the ground; and, as one official '
put it, to the extent that it “ends |
the duplicity”, the statement be-
trays a self-assured approach.

\
\
|
Third, Mr. Vajpayee's state- |
ment reiterates the ‘“bilateral” |
format of talks with Pakistan, |
thereby rejecting the APHC's pen- '
chant for a “tripartite”” approach |

as well as rules out a mediato
role for any third party. Howgs®r, .
this does mean a willingnéss for

simultaneous dialogues — with
Pakistan and with the APHC,
though with separate agendas.

This point was further under-
lined by Mr. Brajesh Mishra, Na-
tional Security Adviser and
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. Speaking at a book-re-
lease function at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Mr. Mishra
noted that “though international
opinion is shifting in favour of In-
dia, (even) in the best of circum-
stances a third party has its own
agenda. The most benevolent
mediator could have his own in-
terests which may not be in line
with our national interests.”

However, the officials concede
that apart from the unpredictabil-
ity of Pakistan’s response, there
are many loose ends — political
and operational — that need to be
sorted out before the hope in the
Prime Minister’s statement could
get materialised.

Text of statement: Page
Pak. reaction: Page



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2001

PERSEVERING WITH PEACE % 5%

IN PERSEVERING WITH the ceasefire in Jammu
and Kashmir, operative since the beginning of
Ramzan (November 27, 2000), the Centre has dis-
played remarkable sagacity and the fact that such
a course has had the approval of national parties
across the political spectrum is highly significant.
Particularly noteworthy is that the Government
has by going in for a three-month-plus extension
straightway — a break from the one-month-at-a-
time mode — sought virtually to delink the sus-
tainability of the unilateral peace initiative from
the negative impact which every act of massacre
or bomb attack perpetrated by the ‘jehadi’
groups tended to have on the security milieu. The
earlier practice of review-after-a-month contrib-
uted in its own way to the vulnerability of the
ceasefire to such pressures, resulting in the proc-
ess itself being constantly dogged by uncertainty
and the Government getting needlessly preoccu-
pied with the question whether the cessation of
anti-insurgency combat operations should be
continued or not. Given this context, the latest
extension, which in a sense places the ceasefire
in alonger-term perspective, is clearly a welcome
move.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has, in his statement in Parliament an-
nouncing the Government’s decision, projected
a sort of ‘carrot and stick’ line while delineating
his administration’s somewhat nuanced ap-
proach to ceasefire. The peace process, he
stressed, is only for those who ‘“wished to benefit
from it” and the Government would not let it be
“derailed, diluted or misused”. On the other
hand, those organisations that are out to disrupt
it or commit acts of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir or elsewhere would be countered effec-
tively by the security forces; he has chosen not to
name the outfits, unlike the last occasion (in Ja-
nuary) when he specifically mentioned the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed as the chief
perpetrators of cross-border terrorism and want-
ed them to be “‘curbed and controlled” by Pakis-
tan. If the message is that the security forces

z

would hereafter be selective in their adherence to
ceasefire, being proactive in their operations
against the likes of the Laskhar, it is going to be a
difficult proposition from the operational stand-
point. But the point is that most of the killings
and other acts of violence the ‘jehadi’ groups had
carried out over the past three months had to do
not so much with the ceasefire being in operation
as with the lowering of guard by the security per-
sonnel and the inefficiency and slackness of the
intelligence network. Only over time and through
attrition can the ‘jehadi’-linked violence decline
appreciably and there has to be the will to cgm-
bat those elements and isolagte them, even while
enlarging the constituency for peace in t
‘ §A

For all its apparelit’persistence with the cea-
sefire line, the Vajpayde regime has given the un-
mistakable impressior of looking at the move as
no more than a strate
Pakistan on the cross-border terrorism front,
with the piecemeal one-month extensions com-
ing in a rather mechanical manner. If the ob-
jective is to find a political solution to the vexed
Kashmir problem — as it ought to be and as is
indeed claimed by the NDA Government — the
ceasefire has necessarily to be part of a broader
and well-crafted package of political and diplo-
matic initiatives. Regrettably, there have been no
discernible signals, so far, of the Centre having
formulated any such clear policy, one that seeks
to coopt the various political and regional in-
terests in its search for an enduring solution to
the multi-dimensional long-festering problem of
the State. The few signals as are available only
point to a lack of direction; a notable example is
the way the Government has handled the issue of
the Hurriyat's offer to visit Pakistan in an effort to
make the ceasefire a two-way street. Unless the
Government comes up with a political initiative
without any further loss of time, it will run the
risk of losing the advantage of a national consen-
sus of the kind in evidence on 7Vednesday.
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e
By Shujaat Bukhari KQ "l\

JAMMU, FEB. 22. Much against expectations,
the non-initiation of combat operations (NI-
CQ), commonly referred to as ceasefire, hard-
' ly had any impact on the situation in the
' State, particularly the .Kashmir Valley. Not-
withstanding another extension, that too by
three months, hopes of a political break-
through which could lead to the return of
peace and normality continues to be elusive.

Enthusiasm which had marked the first
ceasefire announcement by the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, in November last, is no
longer to be found. In fact, violence, that too
against civilians, both at the hands of mil-
itants and security forces, has increased,
leading to further alienation of the masses.

When the Centre decided to suspend
armed operations against the militants, peo-
ple looked forward to a comprehensive politi-
cal process involving players from all the
groups. Peace was the top priority for Kash-
miri commoner, but today people feel it is
back to square one. ‘It is reminiscent of 1990
euphoria when people used to throng the
streets demanding freedom,” commented a
university teacher.

The ceasefire was expected to silence the
booming of guns from all sides. But early on,
it was rejected outright by the militants
groups, including the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
(which was the first to make the ceasefire of-
fer in July 2000), the Jaish-e- Mohammad,
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Al-Badr. Their activ-
ities continued unabated. Though the securi-
ty forces implemented NICO during the
month of Ramzan, the situation seemed to be
slipping out of New Delhi’s hands.

The truth statistics tell

The figures tell their own story about the
violence against civilians — not at all the mo-

easetfire: civilians

tive of NICO. Fr:))r/n ings (between Sep-
tember and 19 November 27) it touched 201
(November 28 and Febfuary 5). However, the
number of militants killed during the period
came down drastically from 389 to 153.
Against the 707 incidents of violence preced-
ing the ceasefire, 746 were reported after that.
The security forces found themselves at the
receiving end, facing 95 deaths as against 54.

The initiation of the peace process clearly
went in favour of the militants, who not only
could hit their targets well but also had the
time to reorganise and regroup, that too in
Srinagar city and other major towns. Howev-
er, the only dividend which the Government

NEWS ANALYSIS

can claim is the situation on the borders. It
has remained calm and has certainly given a
respite to those living in these areas.

Haigam and Maisuma

However, what happened in Haigam and
then in Maisuma opened a new chapter in
the 12-year-old militancy. There was not only
a drastic change in the public mood, but the
incidents forced the authorities to impose
curfew for the first time since 1993. With the
Government claiming that local support to
militancy was on the wane and that Kash-
miris would no longer accept foreigners as
their saviours, it was possible only in the cea-
sefire period for 6,000 people to take to the
streets asking the police to hand over the
bodies of six LeT militants, responsible for
the attack on an airport, for an honourable
burial.

Then came the moment when people re-
fused to allow two Ministers of the Farooq
Abdullah Government entry into Haigam and
they were forced to take shelter in a nearby

%t)h'e receiving end

building. People chanted slogans like ‘Lash-
kar se rishia kiya la Hlaha lllalak’ (Our rela-
tion with Lashkar is that of Allah). The
separatists’ allegation that people were being
killed in custody, in total violation of the cea-
sefire, seems to have pushed the Valley back

to the 1990 situation.
Political critics ?@%
Politically, the ceasefire had many critics in

Kashmir. The Chief Minister, Dr. Farcoq Ab-
dullah, opposed the move saying the mili-
tants have not honoured it and the violence
continues. Among mainstream politicians,
the former Union Home Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed of the People’s Democratic
Party, and the lone CPI(M) MILA in the As-
sembly, Mohammed Yousuf Tarigami,
whole- heartedly supported and welcomed it.
Mr. Sayeed continues to seek a role for the
Hurriyat, impressing upon the Government
to talk with them.

Though the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
welcomed the ceasefire, they are sceptical
about the latest extension. For them the road
seems closed since the Government has re-
mained undecided about their visit to Pakis-
tan. “Either the Hurriyat would have been
exposed (if they failed in their mission), or by
convincing the jehadis (in Pakistan) they
would have contributed something to the
process,” said a political analyst.

Senior Hurriyat leader and JKLF president,
Mr. Yaseen Malik, believes there is no cease-
fire at the ground level. “The extension does
not deserve any appreciation as the custodial
killings, search operations and other killings
go on,” he told The Hindu. The Democratic
Freedom Party chief, Mr. Shabir Shah, feels
unless the initiative is dccompanied by some
practical measures it may not have the desir-
ed result. Mr. Tarigami has hailed it, but has
urged Mr. Vajpayee to add political inputs.
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The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The government
has decided to extend the ceasefire
in Jammu and Kashmir beyond
February 26, official sources said.
The decision was taken at a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) chaired by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
Wednesday.

The ceasefire has been extended
for a specific period which is not
less than a month, the sources said,
without giving further details. The
PM will make a statement on the
ceasefire extension in both Houses
of parliament on Thursday after
question hour, home minister LK.
Advani told mediapersons after
the CCS meeting.

The decision came hours after
Mr Vajpayee received the endorse-
ment he had wanted for extending
the unilateral J&K ceasefire at an
all-party meeting which he con-
vened.

The two-and-a-half-hour-long
meeting, attended by 24 parties,
paved the way for the Cabinet
Committee on Security, which met
in the evening, to extend the cease-
fire. An announcement to this
effect is likely to be made in par-
liament on Friday.

But for the government. it was

i

‘WA

may

not a cakewalk. Some NDA part-
ners and opposition parties alike
rammed home a few truths. They
emphasised that unless the cease-
fire was accompanied by a reduc-
tion in violence—there has been
an escalation in the number of
civilian deaths in the last few
months after the ceasefire—with a
renewed crackdown on the mili-
tants, the beginning of a dialogue
with Pakistan, and the search for a
permanent solution, it would all be
meaningless. Otherwise, as the
Trinamul ~ Congress’  Sudip
Bandopadhyay pointed out, it
would be perceived as “a compro-
mise with militancy”.

Opposition sources said that
although no party had opposed
the ceasefire, the tone of the meet-
ing was that the government
would have to carry the responsi-
bility for its own decisions as well
as the fallout. The Shiv Sena’s
Anand Rao Adsul pointed out,
“The government should not tol-
erate the killings.” Leader of the
Opposition Sonia Gandhi, in a
terse statement after the meeting,
said, “We were briefed by the gov-
ernment on the impact of the
ceasefire which, they say, has been
positive. They asked for an
endorsement and we gave it.”

ﬂ;)acks

ves

J&K

Where death still
calls the shots

By Aunohita Mojumdar
The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: It’s a day after the

curfew has been lifted. The family of

Javed Shah Nath sits in a darkened

room, mourning. Their neighbours

are here to console them. No one
from the government—neither an

official nor a politician—has visited

them to express grief for the loss of
life of an innocent 15-year-old.

In fact, the family’s attempt to
mourn the death was met with
arrests and tear-gassing. Adding to
their anger is the fact that those
arrested had to pay Rs 300 as
bribes to secure their release.

Rs 300 seems to he the going
rate for the release of all those
arrested in the spontaneous
protests that erupted in the Valley
over the Kkillings of civilians at the
hands of the security forces at
Haigam on February 15 and in
Maisuma on February 16,

Javed Shah was not even a pro-
tester. A ‘simple’ boy is how the !
family and the neighbours describe
the teenager who dropped f
school early because of rain
injury due to a fall.
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Decks cleared for
J&K truce extension

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 21

DECKS WERE today cleared for
extending the ceasefire in Kash-
mir beyond February 26 after the
government won approval of its
allies and the Opposition for its
initiative. An‘all-party meeting
chaired by the Prime Minister
reached the consensus that "the
ceasefire is not an end itself but
means for finding a permanent
solution for durable peace.”

An announeement on exten-
sion of the ceasefire is to be
made in Parliamgnt tomorrow
after the Cabinet.Committee on
Security takes a formal decision
to this effect. Opposition leaders
Sonia Gandhi, Somnath Chatter-
jee and Mulayam Singh Yadav
said they favoured extension of
the ceasefire even though they
felt that the government needed
to do more to bring a lasting solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem.

2
SOLBIER S KILLED

EIGHT SUSPECTE( foreign merce-
naries and an armyjawan were
killed and a junior demmissioned
officet injured in an encounter in
Dhoom-Soom forests in Paonch
district on Tuesday. Army launched
a search operation after a patro!
party sighted a group of eight
ultras moving in the forests.

PTI, Jammu

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Pramod Mahajan said leaders
of 25 parties agreed with the
Government's assessment that
the ceasefire should be seen as a
beginning of the initiative and
not an end in itself. The truce
needed to be backed up by talks
with the "people of Jammu and
Kashmir" and measures to
improve their economic welfare,
Mahajan said. They asked the
government to take firm steps

against foreign mercenaries to
curb the killing of civilians,
which increased during the last
three months of the ceasefire.
Mahajan said the leaders did
not discuss the question of per-
mitting the Hurriyat leaders to
travel to Pakistan. Home Minis-
ter L K Advani said: "the govern-
ment's view that talks should be
held with all concerned and not
just one group.” He listed the gov-
ernment's assessment of the sit-
uation after a 35-minute presen-
tation by the Intelligence. "The
people of the State are happy,
India is enjoying good interna-
tional opinion and Pakistan
stands isolated. On the minus
side, the violence in the State has
increased. Terrorists have
stepped up attacks and the num-
ber of civilian deaths has shot
up. He sought to "correct" the
impression that the action by the

army against the militants had
suffered on account of the tly./

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEL



NDA ALLIES TO BE TAKEN INTO CONFIDENCE

T /

L
Ceasefire de

1
By Harish Khare }/( D

NEW DELH|, FEB. 20. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has summoned the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS) to meet
tomorrow to take a view on the
next step in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Government has to take
two decisions — whether or not to
extend the ceasefire and whether
to give travel documents to the
Hurriyat delegation to visit Pakis-
tan.

The CCS was scheduled to meet
last Sunday but had to be deferred
because the Prime Minister and
other senior ministerial col-

leagues got de]ayed on account of

Kashmir pollcy

By Our Special Correspondent

an all-party consult tion on the

Gujarat earthquake.
Advani sceptical

However, the postponement of
the Sunday meeting led to consid-
erable speculation on whether the
Vajpayee Government was divid-
ed on the advisability of extend-
ing the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Both the Home Minister, Mr.
L.K. Advani, and the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
are reported to be less than en-
thusiastic about another exten-
sion, but it is learnt that both have
been told that there could be a
political cost if they chose to op-
pose the extension.

;

——

onfusing: Sonia

Gandhi described the ceasefire as a “military tactic
and not a political or diplomatic strategy”.

ion likely today

Nonet%’eless,bk'ﬂm/e' Prime Minis-

ter has taken the extra precaution
of mobilising opinion behind his
ceasefire strategy within the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance. The
NDA partners have been called to
meet tomorrow around noon, 0s-
tensibly for a briefing on the sit-
uation in Jammu and Kashmir.
The NDA partners would be given
the same detailed briefing as was
given to the principal Opposition
party, Congress, about 10 days
ago, including classified informa-
tion on the situation “on the
ground”, the Government’s
thinking, the intelligence agen-
cies’ assessment and the mili-
tants’ game-plan.

Though almost all the NDA al-

NEW DELHI, FEB. 20. There is a marked change In the
Congress’ stand on the Vajpayee Government’s
handling of the situation in Kashmir. For the first
time since the ceasefire initiative, the Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, today criticised the
Government on the issue. “Utter confusion pre-
vails, and the Government is unclear about its own
policy,” she told a Congress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) general body meeting here.

She also criticised the functioning of Ministries
which were more concerned with “finding fault
with each other than combating cross-border ter-
rorism”. She pointedly referred to the killing of
Sikhs in the Kashmir Valley, and the growing dis-
satisfaction in the State, and said “it is high time
that J&K had a policy”.

Ms. Gandhi refuted the charge that it was the
Congress which had bound the country to the WTO
agreement as a result of which it was now suffering.
There were inbuilt safeguards in the agreement and
the fault lay with the NDA Government for not tak-
ing advantage of it.

Ms. Gandhi’s remarks come at a time when the
Government is to take a decision on extension of the
ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir. Though the Con-
gress supportedrthe last two ceasefire extensions, it
has of late béen showing signs of restiveness. Ms.

lies have been publicly support-
ing the Prime Minister's peace
initiative, they have in private
complained of being left in the
dark about the Government's
thinking. On the other hand, the
BJP has been almost asking for
termination of the unilateral cea-
sefire.

Indications are that the CCS
could also take a decision on let-
ting the Hurriyat delegation travel
to Pakistan. Almost all the ‘Kash-
mir hands’ in the Government are
agreed that it would be pointless
to extend the ceasefire, and yet
deny the Hurriyat delegation their !
desire to visit Pakistan. These ‘ex-
perts’ also believe it would be fu-
tile to try to determine the
composition of the delegation by
denying passport to this or that
executive member.

Last week, the Hurriyat execu-
tive publicly declared that the
purpose of a visit to Pakistan
would be to try and make the uni-
lateral ceasefire a bilateral one.
After this declaration, it makes no
difference whether Syed Ali Shah
Geelani is allowed to go as part of
the delegation.

In any case, the CCS should, the
experts feel, speak with sufficient
clarity so as to put an end to the
gathering impression of vacilla-
tion and divisions with the Vaj-
payee Government on th
strategy in Kashmir. This is brdrt-
ing at the ground level




2 J&K cops
in militan
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\Wattack”

j» Suthra Shahi
iasumma, the

= \scene of Friday's shootout, in

MILITANTS TODAY targeted an
Indo-Tibetan  Border  Police
(ITBP) camp at Bemina on the
outskirts of Srinagar and a police
in § 2, killing two police-
and injuring eight.
ccording to reports, half-a-
n rifle grenades were fired on
ITBP formation in the Bemina
uarter at 11.30 am. Police sources
id that three of the grenades
inside the camp, killin%
one and injuring five, Condition o
two of the injured personnel was
stated to be eritical.

Jaish-e«Mohammad  claimed
ity for the attack on the
security formation,
Militants also

f\~
Y\ \ ent at Shaheed Ga
’\'%\e;nd Batamaloo.

hich one youth was killed, was
still reeling under curfew for the
fourth consecutive day on
Monday.

Local residents attempted to
defy the curfew and came out on
the streets. However, police and
paramilitary forces. deployed in
the area, swiftly acted and fired
te%;‘ m@l;e shrillss ed

The police also arrested a group
of 30-60 mourners at Resig?my
Road. who, after offering ‘fateh’ at
the grave of the youth killed in the
Friday's shootout, were returning
to the locality.

Kth gx;gl\:melrs wereiol e in
othi police station and later
released

ambushed a I RPN &3 s PSS Stone throw-
el Ra1d on I¥BP Post g
Amargarh near police and
Sopore in north Kashmir and paramilitary forces was also
killed a head constable, besides reported from Koker Bazar, Lal
injuring two policewren. The police - Chowk, Court Road. Dal Gate,
party, accompanying two detenues, Nowpora, Sonwar, Khanyar,
was on its way to Srinagar from Nowshehra, Rajouri  Kadal,
Handwara. Chatabal and several other locali-
Owe of the detenues was also  ties of the old eity.
hurt in the attack. The injured  The local authorities had to bri
mliee personnel and the detenwe  Court Road, Koker Bagar and La
ve been admitted to hospitals in - Chowk under curfow to keep the
Srinagar and situation under control,

Meanwhile, the State Capital

continued to be rocked under

tion, stone pelting and
brick-batting.

Undeclared curfew was imposed
in some pockets under Shaheed
Ganj and Batamaloo police sta-
tions, when protestors turped vio-

Agitated youths also pelted
stones  on plgng vehicles in
Barzullah, ambagh and

H%derpora\ ‘

e%:m from Haigam, the scene
of ursday's army shootout.
which killed four persons, said i
was limping back o normaley.
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Fear and the democr%uc state

he attack on Subash Ghising

and the shooting in Kashmir

of civilians by security forces

in Sopore and then in Srina-

gar are really two aspects of a

basic element in our society — to which

very few have admitted. This is the al-

most necessary use of fear as a part of

the democratic process. We have elec-

tions to various bodies, we have a vigi-

lant press — and now equally vigilant

television news units, we have a sternly

independent judiciary and a greater per-

ception of the strength of public opinion

among people in general. But, in real
terms, these mean little.

Democracy and the functioning of

society is what happens in the streets, in.

the mohallas and villages. That is where
it is fear that governs all action, not par-
ticipation in any democratic process. Po-
litical parties which loudly proclaim
their dedication to democracy, the lead-
ers of which bray at public meetings
that they are servants of the people,
translate at street level into mobs of
thugs and ruffians who use murder,
maiming and plain thrashing as a
means of enforcing their commitment
to democracy.

Trade unions are no different; any
worker who argues with the leadership
is either savagely beaten or, if he per-
sists with his arguing, is killed. The Six-
ties and Seventies of the last century
saw this form of democracy used
against men who were working as man-
agers or supervisors. The infamous Sub-
odh Banerjee, who did more to subvert
democracy than any other politician of
his time, sanctified that instrument of
torture called the gherao as a democratic
means of expressing the people’s will,
and if anyone died as a result — as
some did — then it was the just anger of
the people against the corrupt lackeys of
capitalism which had manifested itself.

left to consolidate its hold on vari-
ous groups of employees. To be
sure, there were among them some
fiercely dedicated and committed com-
rades, but these comrades never scru-
pled to use fear to further their objec-
tives. When the United Front govern-
ment came to power, they soon realized
that fear was not their monopoly. The
Congress mobilized its “youth” groups
— gangs of toughs who used fear just as
ruthlessly as the leftist gangs did. And
then, of course, came the Naxalite move-
ment, when fear became the sole instru-
ment, when democracy and its institu-
tions were contemptuously cast aside
for the slogan that Mao Zedong had
coined: “Power grows out of the barrel
of agun.” '
But fear tsho one’s monopoly; nor is

Fear was the instrument