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“Keshtbhai accepts

Narendra Mod:

9. &y

J
- w"as successor

v

i GANDHINAGAR, Oct. 3. - Mr
[ Narendra Modi is set to become
the Gujarai chief minister.
Hours before submitting his
resignation formally to the
Governor, Mr Keshubhai Patel
said: “I am going to propose Mr
Narendra Modi's name as the
leader of the party".

Mr Maodi's name will be pro-
posed at a meeting of BJP
MILAs on Thursday. The propos-
al will be secon-
ded by Mr
Suresh Mehia,
the number two
in Mr Patel’s
Cabinet. The
time Tfor the
swearing-in has
not heen decided.
Mr Kushabhau
Thakre and Mr
Madan Lal Khur-
ana et Mr Patel
at his residence
this morning. Im-
mediately after
the meeting, Mr -
Khurana briefed
journalists on the
pattern of events
to follow. He zaid there was no
room left for manouevres.

Mr Patel later said the Central
leadership had chosen Mr Modi
as his successor and informed
him late yesterday night. But
he could have been removed
with more tact, without hurt-
ing his sentiments.

Mr Patel said he did not give
arny reason in his one-line res-
ignation letter to the Governor.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Mr Narendra Modi

Al L0

Why was his successor not
chosen from the 116 party
MLAs? “As b true worker” he

was accepting the Central lead-
ership's verdict, he said. "I
have resigned as chief minister
for the party’s unity”.

Mr Modi said he was here on Mr
Jana Krishnamuwthy's instruc-
tions. He met Mr Patel and ac-
cepted his blessings. He met Mr
Suresh Mehta too who yesterday
had said: “it1] be difficait for me
to work under Mr Modi" because
of seniority.

Mr Mehta was
non-committal
today. "Let Mr
Modi be sworn
in first," he said.

The ‘“show of
unity" of Gujar-
at BJP leaders
continued
throughout the
day, as the cen-

| tral  observers
"met  different
groups of MLAs.

The MLAs from
Saurashtra had
initially reacted
adversely to Mr
Modi being chos-
en as chief minister. This feel-
ing is subsiding, at least on the
surface. M» Patel has set the
tone and the formality of choos-
ing the new leader is expected
be a smooth affair.

The rough ride will begin with
the formation of the Cahinet,
which iz sure te leave many
MILAs disgruntled.

B Another report on page 8
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‘Hurt Keshubhai offers to

(6\(‘
&9

THE BJP high command today
moved swiftly to pre-empt any
rebellion by supporters of Chief
Minister Keshubhai Patel by ask-
ing him to put in his papers.

A “hurt” Patel has offered to
quit the primary membership of
the party. He is expected to for-
mally submit his resignation as
Chief Minister to Governor 8 8

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 2

Bhandari tomorrow, shortly
before a scheduled B.JP party
meeting.

He has already tendered his
resignation to BJP chief Jana
Krishnamurthy and also sought
to bring pressure on the high
command to choose his nominee
as his successor.

The new Chief Minister would
most likely be BJP general secre-

Wik an

tarv Narendra Modi, who hast
support of Prime Minister Atdl
Bihari Vajpayee and Home Mi
ister L K Advani.

Senior leaders Kushabhau
Thakre and Madan Lal Khurana
have been gsent to Ahmedabad to
faciiitate the change of leader-
ship tomorrow.

They wili hold talks with att
117.members of the BJP Legisla-
ture Party in Gandhinagar
hefore announcing the high
command's choice — Narendra
Modi.

“There i{s no question of any
one def} ing the party’'s deci-
sion,” a senior BJP leader said.

Centra] BJP leaders conveyed
their disapproval in no uncer-
fain terms and told Patel that
his supporters “should net pre-
cipitate matters”™ since the
Prime Minister and the Home

Minister had already decided to
replace him following the bypoli
results. Besides, the party would
not tolerate any act of indisci-
pline for any quarter.

The BJP high command was
irked by Patel's announcement
that he would put in his papers
only when the question of his
successor was finalised.

His supporters, among the
Ministers and MLAs, rushed to
Delhi vesterday to impress upon
the Centre not to remove him.

Patel said in a letter to BJP
chief K Jana Krishnamurthi
that he felt “humiliated” by the
party’s decision to replace him
without giving him an epportu-
nity o present his case,

He said he would have quit on
his own soon after the election
results on September 26 if the
party had made this clear to him.

Instead, he was “given an
impression” that he had been
called only for a discussion on
the reverses suffered by the BJP
and responsibility was to be
fixed “much later”, after a thor-
ough probe.

The BJP got a major jolt when
it lost the Sabarmathi Assembly
seat, which is part of Gandhina-
gar Lok Sabha constituency,
represenied by Advani. It was
also defeated in the bypoll for
the Sabarkantha Lok Sabha
seat.

Advani was firm that Patel
should step down and Modi (an
RSS nominee) should replace
him “to give better direction to
the administration and the
party”.

Patel’s reputation weni into a
tail-spin after the January 26
earthquake.

Patel, bypoll hurdles before next CM

Rathin Das
Gandhinagar, October 2

THOUGH THE BJP high com-
mand has succeeded in persuad-
ing Chief Minister Keshubhai
Patel to step down, a smaoeth
transition of leadership seems
improbable.

The BJP leadership, in a way,
is lucky that there are not too
many claimants to the coveted
post. but some inherent compul-
sions are reportediy making the
choice of a successor a difficult
one.

Apart trom a possible backlash
from the powerful Patel commu.
nity for dislodging its *'very own”
Chief Minister, the main prob-
lem the BJP faces in naming a
successor is the fear of facing a
by-election, in case a non-MLA is
chosen as Patel’s successor

The fax message to the party
high command from about 28

Patel MLAs (though some of
them disowned it later on) is only
an indication of the quantum of
Patel opposition the new incum-
bent is likely to face.

Among the 116 BJP legislators
in the State Assembly, about
55 are Patels from different
regions.

If BJP general secretary
Narendra Modi is named as the
Chief Minister, he will have to be
elected to the State Legislature
within six months.

Shaken by defeats in all the
elections since September 2000,
the State BJP has reasons to feel
jittery about facing the electorate
once again, so soon after the by-
election debacle.

Of course, it would be ridicu-
lous to presume that Narendra
Modi. with his wide eontrol over
the Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh and Sangh Parivar net-
work in the State, would lose an

Assembly bye-election but sabho-
tage from the Patel lobby can
never be ruled out.

The opposition Congress,
which now has Modi’s bete noire
Sankersingh Vaghela in its fold,
can intensify the fight by insti-
gating Keshubhai Patel’s sup-
porters.

Similarly, Union Minister of
State for Heavy Industries Val-
labhbhai Kathiriya and Union
Textile Minister Kashiram Rana
also may not find it verv difficult
to make it to the Assembly from
a seat vacated by a staunch sup-
portet.

But the resultant by-election to
the Lok Sabha seat they vacate,
Rajkot or Surat, would be too
risky adventure for the ru-
ling BJP whose popularity chart
has taken a nose-dive in the
State.

A defeat in the Lok Satha by-
election in Gujarat, the only

State where the BJP enjors an
ahsolute majority, would natural-
1y be regarded as a referendum
on the Union Government led by
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee.

If the State BJP chooses to
avoid the embarrassment of a by-
election, the natural choice
would have to come from among
the existing legislators — former
Chief Minister Suresh Mehta
and Assembly Speaker Dhirub-
hai Shah being prominem
among them.

The Sangh Parivar didn’t take
too kindly to Mehta’s earlier
term as Chief Minister; besides
he deesn't fit into the State’s
caste equilibrium.

These factors, taken together,
have indeed put the BJP high
command in a Carch-22 situation
regarding the power transition
in Gujarat, once regarded as the
party’s model State.

-
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quit party

The State adiministration was
but in the dock for bungling up
the retief works, and invited crit-
ieism from BJT ieaders them-
selves,

Since then, Patel seemed
survive on the “TINA" (there is
no alternative) factor but the
bvpoll resuits came as the last
strasw,

Vajpavee underscored the
gravity of the bypell resulis
when he said the pariy’s defeat
was a “warning bell” and “"the
party had to be strengthened at
all costs™.

Patel's source of strength has
been his community. Of the total
117 BJP MI.As in the 182-member
Gujarat Assembly, 42 are from
Patel community and a good
number of them belong to the
Painl’s native place — Saurash-

tra.

NARENDRA MDOL: 1Wi/] need to contest a
by-election in six months.




PM oifts D o—ved r taxbreak to Kuich

By Leena Misra' n \
The Times of India News Service

BHUJ: In a well-designed political
move 1o salvage the BIP-ruled
state government. Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpavee announced a
ive-year excisc duty holiday for
Kutch after a heart-rending recol-
lection of his first trip here, from
the grounds of what was once the
Bhuj Civil hosputal.

He laid the foundation stone for
d brand new Rs 100-crore stare-of-
the-art hospital 16 be constructed
at this very spot and also (lagged
off the broad-gauge rejuvenated
Kuich Express which will connect
Bhuj and Mumbai, in the presence
of Union minister for railways
Nitish Kumar amid a pathering of
over 7,000 people.

Chief mimster Keshubhal Patel
asked for it and Mr Vajpavee gave
it. “Turn this earthquake mnto o
blessing in disguise for us.” plead-
ed health and industries minisier
Suresh Mehta, and Mr Vajpayec
ing the preiude for
inisterial declaration

wopdd declare exemptions on sales
. {or the commensurate period

Centre would announce
its exdise duty holiday.

*Thk duty cxemption is not just
on the finished products but also
on the intermediate articles need-
ed, for instance in the making of
cement,” Mr Vajpayee claborated,
attnbutmo this to a demand made
by certain sections of the industry.
Union home minister LK. Advani,

- REBUILDING KUTCH

« PM lays foundation stone for
Rs 100-cr, hospital

o Congressmen wave black flags

« PM pats Gujarat government,
NGOs

& Advani lets Vajpayee hog the
limelight

declined to speak and preferred to
sit back and listen.

Taking a strong note of the
debris still lving around, he direct-
wd that a deadline be slated {or the
clearing of earthquake debris,
Repeatedly  congratulating the
nen-governmental organisations,
Mr Vajpayee called upon industri-
abists and NRIs to come forward
and help the Gujarat government
rehabilitate Kutch.

Denying allegations that the

government had a discriminatory
attitude where relief wark was
concerned, Mr Vajpayee said, “We
dop’t want 1o discniminaie The
parliamentary committee was hcre
and has submitted a report. based
on which T have drawn the atien-
tion of the state government to
certain issues and [ want {0 assure
you that our politics do not work
cn discrimination.”

Urging the people 1o keep faith
in the government, he sceffed
oppuosition campaigns that had
predicted communal riots with
the coming of the BIP govern
ment. "We are irving to improve
our relationship with our neigh-
bours, [ have invited CGeneral
Musharrat and I'm glad he Has
accepted my invitauon. We Are
ready to discuss any issuc with
Pakistan since we are on strong
ground. and want to take cveryone
together.”” he said.

Taking a dig at the Congress
whose vouth wing workers waved
black flags at the VIP convoy and
tried to disrupt it, Mr Vajpayee
said, "] saw some black flags, I had
never secn black flags beforc.
those who were showing them,
why don’t they come forward and
help us?,” he said. y




«N RECONSTRUCTING KUTCH A%

THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s announcement of a five-year excise duty
holiday for industries based in Gujarat's earth-
quake-ravaged Kutch region, though high on
symbolism, is to be seen as a measure with long-
term implications. It aims to restructure the re-
gional economy and spur its re-emergence. Yet,
the more immediate need — of reconstructing
the region through an increased activisation of
the State apparatus — should not be circum-
vented. For, it is in the discharge of this respon-
«"sibility that the Gujarat Government stands
charged by its critics with not taking steps that
. are commensurate to the magnitude of the Janu-
- ary 26 earthquake. In asking the Gujarat Chief
*.Minister, Mr. Keshubhai Patel, to “remove the
.- sluggishness’ aver the implementation of the re-
-'construction activities, Mr. Vajpayee has made it
clear that much remains to be done. Given the
" magnitude of the disaster and the massive tasks
- ahead in terms of reconsiruction and rehabil-
- itation, the Prime Minister’'s announcement, as
“+well as that by Mr. Patel of a matching sales tax
.~ holiday, should be supplemented by a stepping
up of ground-level action. In addition, it is im-
. perative that the administration is put in a state
- of preparedness, given the possibility of yet an-
+ other natural calarity sweeping the region with
“-the activation of the southwest monsoon.

That the country’s overall financial crunch

_-has further complicated the task of reconstruct-
-'ing Kutch is apparent in that the direct {inancial
.contribution from the Union Government is a
~fraction of the Rs. 10,600 crores needed, as esti-
“mated by the Asian Development Bank. The un-
- spoken message in the announcements by the
. Prime Minister and the Gujarat Chief Minister is
. that there should be a greater role played by the
+ private sector in terms of restructuring the re-
~ gion's economy. either through new industries
» O1 re-location, and thereby propel growth. This,
< however, is a process and is bound to take time.

While exemption from taxes is undpubtedly a
required form of support for the affecied, it still
is a dormant measure. A more active roke is what
is expected of the Government to enabld the re-
gion to rise from the rubble, Examples ok cities
and regions across the globe that have re-
emelged from calamities are replete with in-
stances of individual initiative, but all have been
largely bolstered by the correct Governmental
responses, No doubt, donations from firms and
individuals across the country ds well as from
abroad have poured in to help the Gujatat Gov-
ernment and much more has been promised.
Yet, the road to rehabilitation is long and, in-
deed, arduous.

Clearly, the onus now rests, in substantive
measure, o the State Government. That the
Governmtent, in the aftermath of the earthquake,
had not made the right approximations of the
magnitude of the tasks ahead and the response-
time required by it has to be accepted and cor-
rective action should be taken. Initial estimates
had it that the victims could be rehabifitated in a
few months. These have now gone awry. The
issue of providing temporary shelter is a case in
point which reflects the magnitude of the task
that still remains to be done. The problem of
rooflessness remains, and what makes it more
complicated to correct is the present realisation
among the State's adminisirators that the vic-
tirms would have to be provided with continued
support for at least another two vears. From a
broader perspective, Mr. Vajpayee’s visit is also
to be seen as part of an image-building exercise
by the State Governmment that has been charged
with being lax in its rehabilitation and recon-
struction operations. Much of the purpose of the

prime ministerial visit would be served only if

there is a marked improvement in the perform-
ance of the State in providing-the salve for the
affected millions.
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F KUTCIT'S earthquake took place on

Republic Day, it was a fitting pathetic

failacv, In its wake came not just the

obvious — destroyed homes, fam-
ilies, livelihoods and communities — but
aiso monumental caste and communal
discrimination — by the state as well as by
“civil society”. This violation of the liberal
1nd egalitarian ideals to which the nation
committed itself in its Constitution 52
years ago, not to mention the egalitarian
apirit with which Indians have hartded the
legendary  hierarchy of their society
throughout history, was so unmistakable
that young idealistic urban volunteers in
Kutch, unmindful of caste and hitherto
adamantly opposed to reservatinn, re-
ported not only shock at their experiences
of it. but also a change of complere heart
on reservation!

Discrimination visibly permeates the
ramshackle structures of relief and reha-
bilitation in Kutch. Lower castes and poor
Muslims have been neglected in the distyi-
bution of relief materials and many of
themn live in structures made of plastic and
refuse materials. No pretection against
the January and February cold, they are
now positive furnaces as temperarures hit
40C in the desert. All this while relicf ma-
terials are being sold in other cities by
those who had privileged access to them.
Many of these daily wage labourers have
received a cash dole and rations from the
PIIS — in meagre quantities and often “fit
only for fodder” — only once. They are
being denied relief materials for not pos-
sessing ration cards in a situation where
many poor people have received no new
ration cards for the last five vears for fam-
ilies which had separated upon marriage.
There are “blankets™ ta be seen in Halvad,
distributed to Dalits, which are simply too
rough for human use, and also of dubious
value for warmth. In Bhachau and Maliva,
Muslims and Dalits have had 0 go on
dharna and a hunger strike respectively to
establish their minimum rights to relict. If
Gavernment incompetence and inaction
has already harmed most those who have
the fewest resources of their own, the late-
Iy announced rehabilitation packages
promise more to those whao can establish
having lost mare. Given the workings of a
significantly casteist and communalised
hureaucracy. this entails more than just
discrimination on the basis of wealth, al-

iness in the Kutchi mirror

‘o e . .
eddy ilegitimate in a country constitu-
tionally committed to equal treatment
and\to reduction of ineguality.

as all this sounds, Kutch today
¢ holds up a magnifying mirror 1w
the natjion. A disaster may level an entire
region but its structures, practices, insti-
tutions and prejudices of domination and
discrimination, okd and new, not only per-
sist, they are often strengthened in the pall
of fear, suspicion and insecurity, not to
mention the surprising measure of pre-
sumptuous greed, which hangs over the
debris in the afiermath. That the scale of
the effort required by Government and
“civil society” after the earthguake is
monumental only means, alas, that we

Discrimination visibly permeates the ramshackie

By Radhika Desai

fort of actually intending anvthing,

Privilege is always a combination of ec-
onomic with social and cultural preceden-
ce and new mixtures of these, particularly
evident in advanced and industrialised
Gujarat, produce new discourses justify-
ing discrimination. Take the oft-drawn
contrast between the scale of the aid re-
sponse to the earthguake in Gujarat as
against the cyclone in Orissa. The disaster
in Kutch is different in one important re-
spect: it is the first major tragedy 1o strike
a section of the Indian middle class, The
collapsed high-rises are symbolic of its
shattered luxuriant dreams, But the con-
trast between Gujarat's international con-
nections, its traditions of seif help and

structures of relief and rehabilitation in Kutch. Lower
castes and poor Muslims have been neglected.

shall witness discrimination there on a
correspondingly great scale.

Of course, the Government of Gujaratis
on record as saying that there has been no
discrimination in the relief and rehahil-
itation efforts. And so do many of the
NGOs. But this is, arguably, the homage
vice pays to virtue. For there always exists,
whether there is a formally democratic
constitution or not, a latent principle of
the equality of human beings which must
be placated when discriminating, Rarely,
therefore, does discrimination appear un-
ashamedly naked. 1t is always clothed by a
justification or a cover-up. But seeing
these for what they are can be iricky.

For an act to be discriminatory, there
does not have to be something amounting
to indisputably intentional evil and/or
conspiracy. While there is usually plenty
of this, there is also a more complex reality
of discrimination. It is not always like
some nut where, underneath the shell of
its outward appearaoce, the hard kernel of
intentiona) or conspiratorial discrimina-
tion can be easily found. it is like an onion
— with layer upon layer of historically
sedimenied prejudice and practice with a
centre but no kernel. These are employed
to secure and holster privilege. Intent is
often redundant, releasing the already in-
dolent privileged from the strenuous ef-

voluntarism and its enterprising spirit and
Orissa is arguably the tip of the iceberg of
discrimination. Poor and backward, with-
out the sart of international connections
enjoyed by Kutchis and Gujaratis, Orissa,
“naturally” elicited much less sympathy.
A morally careless smugness here discon-
nects neced and suffering from svinpathy.
And not surprisingly, in Kuteh iself then,
inequalities in the receipt of relief and re-
habilitation aid between different social
groups is being justified in this way — that
it is “natural” that some wili be helped
maore than others. Nor is it clear that the
suffering of the poor and low caste in Guj-
arar is qualitatively different from that in
Orissa.

In Kuich, officials and even some NGOs
take it for granted that the various volun-
tary agencies will “help their own™, “Nat-
urally’. it is the better off and betier
connected whao are alse of the same class-
es, castes and religious panths, not to
mention the RSS, who are the recipients of
the most and best aid and reliefl from the
organisations connected to them. in the
ideologies which accompany these novel
inequalities, the well to do, upper caste
victims of the carthguake are too self-re-
liant and proud and noble 1o ask tor relict
while lower castes and Muslims are loot-
ing, begging and resorting to every trick in

THE iNpy
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the trade to get their share and a lot more.
The clear implication iy that the former
sheuld be served better and the [later
thwarted from their mendacious enter-
prises!

There is little cvidence of plenty in all
the temporary camps of the Dalits and
Muslims. Instead, complaints ahound of
the lack of respect during the distribution
of relief — having things thrown at them
and having to scramble for what little they
gat, rather than given to them in home
visits by friendly volunteers of “their own™
organisations and the RSS, which the up-
per castes were more used to. The upper
castes, when pressed admit to their access
to “other resources’” — family ties, bank
halances and organizational connections.
People whe did not need to ask were, as it
were, making a virtue of their own lack of
necessity and, to top it all, making a vice of
the necessity of others! The world may be
unjust, but the ideologies which justify it
are, il anything, even more so!

Casteism and communalism are usually
held by us to be the result of votebanks
and communal organisations. The extent
to which they reside in that entity, "civil
society' {unjustly clothed in an aura of
cuddiv progressivism) is obscured. The
obscurity is part of the effectiveness of
these practices and the relative impunity
of both extresne and “moderate’” discrim-
ination — of structural and “normal” vio-
lence. For they contribute to our fack of
capacity and inclination to resist them
where they occur. It would also be tao
simple to say that these are merely han-
govers from the past. For no “modern”
capiralist society exists — no matter levels
of “advancement” or growth or “liberal-
isation” .- in which past structures of
priviiege have not meshed with the new
ones created by modern capitalism, After
all the (LK. labours under concepts of
moral and social worth inherited from its
feudal past and the U.8., those inherited
from the days of slavery. 1t is at the in-
tersection between the old and the new,
and between extreme organisations and
“moderate’” civil society, that the dreary
reality of discrimination must be Iocated.
And wo must learn anew 16 be shocked by
it.

(Hhe writer is Reader in Political Science,
University of Victoria, British Coluimlie.)
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Ditched Kutch clasps Clinton hand

FROM DEBASHIS
BHATTACHARYYA

Anjar (Bhuj), April 4: Holding
hands of two wide-eyed
children, Bill Clinton came
ambling down a narrow lane,
slicing through mountains of
rubble in the quake-ravaged
town of Anjar, smiling and
talking like a father out on an
evening stroll.

Shadowed by Secret Service
agents, their bulging jackets con-
cealing MP5 sub-machine guns,
the former US President entered
a barricaded enclosure and
stopped.

His expression turned sombre
as he placed a handful of roses on
a waist-high memorial built to
mark the spot where more than
200 school children had died dur-
ing a Republic Day march when
the 6.9 magnitude earthquake re-
duced much of Gujarat’s Kutch
district to rubble, killing more
than 20,000 people.

The boy and girl, who were
among the few marching school
children to survive the January 26
tragedy, followed the man who
was holding their hands a little
while ago. They, too, placed roses
on the plaque in memeory of their
dead classmates.

However, Clinton’s name on
the memorial was hastily remo-
ved before he arrived as residents
pointed out that it was written as
“President Bill Clinton”. The or-
ganisers tried to pass it off as a
reference to Clinton’s status as the
head of an aid foundation. But fol-
lowing advice that it might embar-
rass the former President, police
scratched out the name.

Up to now, barring the “erased
name”, things went as planned by
the state government, which en-
sured that only BJP functionaries
had access to Clinton during his
five-hour trip to Ratnal, Anjar and
Bhuj today.

At Ratnal, where Clinton
stopped for about 15 minutes on
the way to Anjar, local BJP MLA
Basant Bhai Aher and Taluka
panchayat member Trikan Bhai
Aher, also from the BJP, had the
task of sh0w1 linton around,
away from the vil-
d their complaints.

(v
Though the local panchayat 1s
held by the Congress, its president
VK. Homal was not invited.

At ‘Anjar, a local municipal
chairman and vice-chairman,
both from BJP, were given the task
of welcoming and accompanying
Clinton during his 30-minute visit
to this quake-ravaged town.

Bundreds of local people wait-
ing for Clinton in the scorching
sun were kept away from him
with barricades and cordons.

Khatribazar, the venue, was
declared off-limits to anyone other
than the local BJP functionaries,
officials and the media. As Clin-
ton walked into the secure arena,
people started calling out to him.
As he responded with waves, they
went hysterical and broke the
flimsy cordons of packing wood
and rushed towards him to air
their grievances.

A security nightmare followed
as about seven US agents, vastly
outnumbered, fought in vain to
keep the people from getting close
to the former President. Clinton
lent the villagers a patient ear.
“You are the only person who can
do something for us. The govern-
ment hasn't done anything for us
nearly three months after the
quake,” shouted former Janata
Dal MLA Champak Lal Shah (70)
who barged in with others.

Standing in front of Clinton,
he shouted: *Please do something.
Don't go away. We have lost our
parents, sons and daughters in the
guake.” Clinton smiled and bdld
“I will certainly do whatIcan’

“Qur homes are all gone. We
need money to rebuild our lives,”
Rajnikant Sukharia shouted as
police held him by his callar and
led him away. A few policemen
chased away villagers who
meocked him. Clinton's security-
men arrived in a blue four-
wheeled drive jeep almost out of
nowhere, shoved in the former
President and zoomed away.

Later in the day, Clinton said at
Bhuj Jubilee Hospital that he and
other members of the American-
India Foundation had raised
87 million for Gujarat quake vic-
tims. “I have come to look, listen
and learn.... We intend to raise
more and are trying to find ways
to get money to people. We'rg

going to help in reqtoring schools

Bill Clinton greets chiidren at Ratnal viilage near Bhuj during his visit to quake-ravaged Gujarat on Wednesday. (Reuters)

pointed out the banners and they
both had rty laugh. One
ehabilitation should
rough international aid
nd not through local NGOs”.
Another one, held aloft by a mid-
on  dle-aged woman, read: “Mr Clin-

and in healthcare.”

Clinton was amused at two
banners outside the barricade at
the Jubilee Hospital, Mike Patel,
vice-chairman of the foundatiga;
was standing next to him. Clj

ton, can you tell us how long we
will live on the road?”

Clinton said he had a phone
conversation with Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee this afternoon and
assured him of all help. “T wili
never forget the trip I had made to

India as President. [ always knew [
would come back here but not ina
sad situation such as this. I want
to corne to India for the rest of my
1ife,” he said before taking off for
Ahmedabad.

B See Page6



Clinton offers a hel

vork in eaNhquake affected Gujarat.

Mr Ciinyen who was supposed to have
weakfast at the residence of the former chief
ninister Sharad Pawar, at Silver Oaks Estate,
was late almost by an hour.

Mr Pawar and other visiting dignitaries had
their buffet breakfast at the Hotel Oberoi sans
Mr Clinton. Wearing a lemon yellow shirt
Clinton arrived in a Range Rover at 10.05 am.
He was seen happily posing for pictures with
thase who were waiting to greet him, For some
he even signed autographs.

However, he was in time for the 45 minute-
disaster management presentation. Sharad
Pawar, who has recently found a job with the
national disaster control management, was
joined by chief minister Vilasrao Deshmukh,
deputy chief minister Chaggan Bhujbal, finance
minister Jayant Patil and other members of the
state cabinet.

Several senior bureaucrats including chief
secretary V. Ranganathan were also present at
the meeting. Around 100 others were also pre-
sent at the meeting.

Afrer the meeting Mr Pawar briefed the
media. Mr Clinton described natural disasters as
a global problem arising out of dimatic changes
and offered India the existing expertise avail-
able in US in dealing with such calamities or
emergency situatons.

“We are prepared to do whatever we can 1o
develop a national management policy depend-
ing on the wishes of the Govt of India”, he said.

W

Referring to the US Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), the former
President said, during his administration it
was completely professionalised and all
political appointees were removed as a
resth Fema became the most popular depart-
ment.

“People had great faith on the ability of
FEMA which was hieartening because the US
has multiplicity of disasters. When a building
collapses in Mumbai no one is bothered about

The Economic

-
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ping hand to Gujarat

Bill Clinton in a tete-a-tete with Ratan Tata in Mumbai on Friday. — ET Phote

3

the education policy but everyone would
expect prompt and efficient relief,” he is teport-
ed to have said, promising expert assistance
from FEMA if needed.

“We ar¢ nor restricting the management
committee’s work to earthquakes alone but it
will provide a plan for all other disasters. W
will invite experts both ffom India and abroad
10 help us prepare the plan. It will be ready
within a years time’Sharad Pawar told the vis-

iting dignitary. .

Time:
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PM blasts Opposition for

‘ ATl )
politicising’
By Our Special COD{@MI

NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day came down heavily on the
Opposition charging it with poli-
ticising the issue of relief and re-
habilitation in Gujarat. Reacting
to allegations of discrimination in
providing relief to the earthquake
victims, Mr. Vajpayee told the Op-
position, “We will put you in the
dock,"” in his intervention during
a special discussion in the Lok
Sabha on the Gujarat quake.

Though the Prime Minister an-
nounced some measures for Guj-
arat, this was done at the fag-end
of the speech. He hinted that the
Government would set up a per-
manent disaster management au-
thority, and said HUDCO had
been given permission to issue Rs.
1,500-crore worth of tax-free
bonds, while the Bhuj hospital
would be entirely rebuilt by the
Centre,

However, a major part of his
speech was devoted to rebutting
the Opposition charges. He ac-
cused them of “politicising the is-
sue”, insulting the people of
Gujarat, and defaming the coun-

e

quake relief

try. “Youf charges have made
headlines in foreign newspapers,”
he said.

Mr. Vajpayee Oclia:ged the Cp-
position with repeatedly bringing
up the issue of discrimination
with an eye on the coming elec-
tions. “You have sought to make
political mileage out of the calam-
ity,” he said, and referred to the
results of the recent by-elections.
“The results are there for all to
see; eventtually, the people will de-
cide (fanata faisala karegi).”

The Prime Minister was repeat-
edly interrupted by Mr. Somnath
Chatterjee (CPI-M), Mr. Shivraj
Patil {Congress) and Mr. Mu-
layam Singh Yadav (Samajawadi
Party), who said: “People com-
plained te us, and we have a duty
to voice their complaints.” Mr,
Chatterjee accused Mr. Vajpayee
of speaking as a BIP leader rather
than as Prime Minister.

In a break with tradition, mid-
way through the Prime Minister’s
speech, the Home Minister, Mr.
L.K. Advani,defended the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Mr. Keshubhai Pa-
tel. “Mr. Keshubhai has promised
to inguire into these charges and
act against those found guilt
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An Kutch, Muslims prefer
relief provided by VHP

MILIND CHATWAI

b >

MUSEIM cf/}éy
boycotted  th
mediyas, a Pak-based Muslim
oup, asking its members not to
ccept any relief from the latter.
Muslims do not recognise the
Ahmediya sect and accuse it of
blasphemy.

Muslims of all denominations
held a meeting here a couple of
days ago when they learnt that
Ahmediyas — also known as
Kadivas or Mirzais — were al-
legedly trying to propagate their
faith in Kutch by providing relief
in remote areas of Khavda,

The sect is popularly known as
Kadiyas after its founder Ghulam
Ahmed Kadiya who hailed from
Punjab province of Pakistan
where the group has a large fol-
lowing. The group was banned in
Pakistan during the time of Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto. The ban was
later endorsed by several Islamic
countries. But the groupsstill has a
large presence in Pakistan as also
many other parts of the world, es-
pecially in London.

The Ahmediyas do not be-
lieve In the basic tenet of the final-

ity of Prophet Mohammed's

teachings. For Muslims, Huzrat

ohammed was the last prophet
but the Ahmediyas consider Ghu-
lam Ahmed Kadiva as the
Prophet’s successor.

Muslim organisations here al-
lege that the Ahmediyas, have
come with lots of money and
other allurements to woo poor
Musiims.

One of them said, on the con-
dition of anonymity, that lakhs

were being offered to poor Mus-
lirms along with religious litera-
ture. -
“We are accepting relief from
the Vishwa Hindu Patishad or the
Bajrang Dal without any hesita-
tion for they are not pushing in
any religious propaganda,” Gen-
eral Secretary of Kutch district
Congress Adarmn Chaki said laud-

.to. Khavada to

ing the efforts of the Hindu or-
ganisations.Chakki said a team of
volunteers had beenxdispatched
stop the
Ahmediyas. “Muslims will prefer
to die but won't accept relief from
them.

There is no way we can allow
Ahmediyas, who denigrate Islam,
to offer relief to Muslims,” Chaki
said. The sect has a following in
few pockets of India but had no
presence in Kuich before the
earthquake.

A few days ago, volunteers of
Muslim organisations from Bhuyj
learnt that the group was distrib-
uting religious Hterature along

~with relief in Khavada, where the

majority is Muslirn.

Mohammed Umar Vohra, a
deputy engineer with Gujarat
Electricity Board and in-charge of
Jamat-e-Islami, Kutch, told The
Indian Express on Saturday that
the group had found a soft target
in Khavada, on Pakistan’s border,
because government help took
time to reach there.

The area is facing a second
successive drought, and given that
government relief has  not
reached there, the sect has found
an opportunity to try and spread

its tentacles, said Ahmed Bundj
another Muslim leader. i



"Sonia carries quake clash
from PM panel to House

FROM RASHEED KIDWA!

New Delhi, Feb. 18: The Con-
gress plans to mtove an adjourn-
ment motion on the Gujarat
earthquake in the Lok S8abha on
Tuesday, capping an offensive
that saw Senia Gandhi raising
the issue at a meeting convened
hy the Prime Minister today.
Sonia referred to the alleged
communal and political bias in
distribution of relief in Gujarat
at the meeting of the National
Committee on Disaster Manage-
ment, headed by Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. Vajpayvee assured her that
“strict vigil” would be maintain-
ed to ensure that “no discrimina-
tion will be made”. (See Page 8)

Besides Gujarat, the violence
in Kashmir, the Ayodhya dispute,
disinvestment and the opening-
up of the farm sector are key
issues that will pit the Opposition
against the government during
the budget session.

The session s loaded with eco-
nomic business, but politics will
dominate in view of the Assembly
polls in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Assam, Kerala and Pondicherry.

The Lok Sabha will be ad-
journed tomorrow after Presi-
dent K.R. Narayanan's address to
the joint session of Parliament on
account of the death of Jitendra
Prasada, who was the sitting MP
from Shahjahanpur.

The budget will be presented
on February 28, while Mamata
Banerjee will unwrap her second
raitway budget on February 26,

The Opposition alse plans to
corner the government over the
PMK's exit from the NDA.

However, the Opposition
ranks are sharply divided. Sonia
failed to convene a meeting of
non-NDA parties after toying
with the idea. The Samajwadi
Party, the NCE the Forward Bloc,
the RSP and others will be target-
ing the Congress chief over her
failure to take the Opposition
along. Seonia’s managers today
said she was in “touch” with
Opposition ieaders but retused to
name them.

The Congress will try to join
hands with the Left Front on dis-
investment in public sector units
like Maruti Udyog Ltd. But the
Congress and the Left have differ-

ent views on WTO-related
legislation.

Parliamentary affairs min-
istry sources said the government
will treat 36 Bills as top priority
during the session. They inciude
the women’s reservation Bill and
the Lok Pal Bill to ensure probity
in public life by bringing into its
ambit the Prime Minister.

Congress floor-managers said
they would demand an undertak-
ing that the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment would make a fresh notifica-
tion in the Babri Masjid demaoli-
tieon case in the wake of the
court’s directive to set aside the
trial of LK. Advani and seven
others.

Before the disaster council
meeting, Sonia released a letter
addressed to the Prime Minister,
saying that during her visit to Gu-
jarat, she received many com-
plaints from victims that they
were hot getting relief because of
their caste and religion.

She said the overwhelming
need in the state was for
“Tt must be provided
onset of summer, #fe AICC chief
added,
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‘Surrender notice:

to quak%

. -y '
A \g QS%\ ‘ -CKJ
FROM BASANT RAWAT The high court today directe .

Ahmedabad, Feb. 17: A day aft-
er the Prevention of Anti-Social
Activities Act (Pasa) was Invoked
against two builders, police today
issued notices to all builders fac-
ing charges to surrender.

All builders against whom
cases of causing death and injury
to residents were registered have
been agked {0 “'surrender immedi-
ately”, even as the builders’ lobby
appealed to the commissioner of
police not ta suceurnb to “political
pressure” to book themn,

In a public notification issued
today, police commissioner P.C.
Pande warned the builders that if
they do not surrender, the police
will be forced to take legal action.
This, he added, will include at-
taching properties and freezing
pank accounts.

The police today alerted all air-
perts in the country. “Thev will
not be able to leave the country
and escape the police net,” a police
official said.

So far only six builders have
been arrested, while the palice
have registered cases againgst 60.

JAI o N |

the police to “temporarily stop in-
vestigation”.

While the builders’ lobby has
hailed the court ruling a “moral
victory”, the police have decided -
to challenge the order.,

“As per law, all cases have
to be investigated. So we have
decided to challenge the court
judgment and we will continue
our investigation against the
builders,” the police commission-
er said.

The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers' Association of ¢
India, which met in Ahmedabad f
today, expressed concern over the ’
police action against builders. !

The association appealed to
the police not to book builders,
architects, engineers under
Section 304 “as there could be
endless reasons why the building
collapsed™.

kt said the police can take ac-
tion against any builder provided
it is established by a competent
authority that the particular
building collapsed becaunse of stib-
standard material being 1}5&? or
some structural fault.

Ve
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¢ &\:N ab the builders &

O& PES Gujarat Chief Minister Keshubhai Patel stands
by his words. He promised on Friday that stringent action will 'a,
be taken against those builders who are found to have compro- |
mised on the quality of construction material in Kutch, and
especially in Ahmedabad. Several buildings collapsed after the
earthquake, leaving thousands dead or buried alive. Mr Patel
has quite a job on his hands. Having failed when it came to
relief operations, it is possible that he will also not be conspic-
uously successful in getting after the builders. His task wiil be
difficult not only because most builders seem to share a cosy
camaraderie with ruling party politicians in the state, but also
because the nexus involves key institutions of the administra-
tion. These factors probably explain why most of the guilty

builders have still not been arrested while they openly threaten
'} the survivors with dire consequences if they dagﬁ to lodge a
police case against them. a - '

Yet their culpability is evident consi ering\m?t while several
high-rise apartments collapsed like sand castles, others in the
vicinity were able to withstand the guake, including ancient
structures in Old Ahmedabad. Mr Patel will have to ascertain
how, for instance, the Ahmedabad Municipal Council and
Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority, apart from lead-
ing financial institutions, gave clean chits to the builders,
including power and water connections, when the foundations
flouted the prevailing norms. Some buildings even had massive
illegal additions, including penthouses and swimming pools.
The people who bought these flats were not only duped of
their hard-earned money, but many of them lost their entire
famities. Clearly, this is a criminal case which the Gujarat
Government cannot ignore, whatever be the imagnitude of the
political clout wielded by the builder-politician lobby.

Instead of bringing out glossy brochures praising bis
Government at such a time, Mr Patel should have concentrat-
ed on coordinating relief and rebabilitation operations and
dispelled the impression of heading 2 slothful administration,
There have also been disturbing reports about the lower castes |
and minority communities being discriminated against by offi-
cial agencies as well as outfits of the Sangh parivar. Mr Patel
cannot be unaware that his party may have to pay a heavy price |
for both administrative ineptitude and the politics of prejudice
which have disfigured the post-quake Gujarat scene. / ‘




Errant builders still at large

DHARMENDRASINH CHAVDA

i“ﬂ'é%@f‘[ﬁ@_li_‘%r/
RE than 700 Head,

over 1,000 injured, 1,500
: amilies rendered

homeless, and thousands still reel-
-ing under the aftermath of the
catastrophe. But pearly three
weeks after the earthquake shat-
tered lives, and brought down 69
buildings in Ahmedabad — 450
km from the epicentre — not one
builder has been arrested despite
58 criminai complaints being
fited.

Uniort Home Minister LK.
Advani, who was here yesterday,
described the tragedy of Ahmed-
abad as man-made. State Home
‘Minister Haren Pandya says the
guilty will not be spared. Police
Commissioner P.C. Pande says
they are investigating, trying to
make a foolproof case. But nobody
has bothered to evendest samples
of the rubble that these plush-look-
ing apartment blocks were re-
ducedto.

While investigators take their
time, many builders have gone
into hiding, Others are bullying
and threatening unfortunate sur-
vivors, trying to coerce them into
a deal, taking advantage of their
helplessness. -

On Sunday, goons allegedly
hired by Satish N. Shah, who built
the 10-storey.Shikar Apartments

. that turned into a grave for more
than 100 peaple, even beat up the
SUrVIvOTS.

Shah had promised them al-
ternative flats, provided they did
not go to the police and handed
hm whatever compensation the
government 0T INSUrance coOmpa-
nies paid them. The survivors
agreed. They asked Shah to put
down his commitment in a man-

¢

weight. Shah backtracked. And
when the survivors protested,
Shah set his men upon them, ac-
cording to sources. Yes, the eight
assailants were arrested, but they
have since been released on bail.
The builders who raised the it-
legal buildings, the Ahmedabad
Municipal Council and Ahmed-
abad Urban Development Au-
thority efficials who allowed these
buildings to come up and made
them habitable by giving water,
powet and drainage connections,
and officials of financial institu-

tions who helped the builders sell

the illegal buildings by giving

loans —are all at large.

Naturally, the survivors are
losing faith. Says Rajnikant P
Shukla, who was rendered home-
less when Divyalava Apartments
in Maninagar collapsed, killing 10
persons: “If you lodge a com-
plaint against me, they will arrest
me immediately. But they are not
arresting the builders. They are
corrupt.” Shukla, who had lodged
a criminal compiaint against five
partners of Dhara Engineers, has
now written to Chief Minister
Keshubhai Patel, urging him to
ensure that the case is “not
tushed up”.

He has little hope, though.

Children share a meal at a makeshift community kitchen in Bhuj on Toesday -— Reuters photo -
ner that would cafry some legal |

“The builders’ men are going
around saying nothing will hap-
pentothem.” ) ’
Bipinchandra D. Joshi of Shri-
nath Apartments, inwhich 22 per-
sons died, goes to the police sta- [
tion every day to inquire about the
progeess of the case. “They give a
stock reply: investigation is on. |
Nobody is listening to us, we are
really tired now,” says Joshi. Vi-
mal Verghese, who lost her |
daughter, son-in-law and grand-
son in Shikhar Apartments, is
convinced  the  government
“wants to protegt the builders; !
theéy aren’t bopMered about the

people™.’
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~ Ahmedabad, February 14

Big builders e

Rathin Das H
BY ARRESTING three small
time ‘builders’ on Tuesday. after
60-odd complaints had been made
by the affected residents, the
Gujarat police have send the mes-
sage loud and clear - they stll
won't touch the big fish. the ones
with the political connections.
Those arrested are small fry can
be gauged from the fact that the
brother and partner of one of
them, Bharat Trivedi, were them-
selves occupants of onc of the

]./

© apartment block, and died when

the building collapsed during the
quake. It is well-known here that
no prominent builder ever lives in
the apartment he constructs in vio-
lation of laws and with sub-stan-
dard material.

On its own, the
had not even r

nijarat police
stered any cuase

A

HT Correspondent %
New Deini , February 14 F

Y

TRay.
L

THE VHP today strongly denijed
charges of religious discrimination
against its cadres engaged in
earthguake relief work, t blamed
the media for carrving "biascd”
reports in this regard .

VHP international general sec-
retary Pravin Togadia refuted the
allegation that their activists had
asked Muslim victims to chant "Jai
Shri Ram" before distributing
food.

“Cite any such incident and I will
refire from public life Jt s
\absolute!y wrong to make such
icharges \We have distributed food
among twoe lakbh people there.
Does it mean we asked all of themn
21l to say Jai Shri Ram'?", fumed
‘he leader at a press conference in
he Capital .

against the big biilders” And when
the residents of thefSundarvan and
Vidvalakshmi apartments, ‘which
coitapsed killing 29 people; lodged
a complaint, the cops quickly made
the small time builders scape-goats
to "protect the big sharks of the
construction trade'.

Police sources admit that it
would take a while before the big
fish were caught. On Monday,
eight henchmen of a builder were
arrested for threatening and bash-
ing up owners of flats rendered
aninhabitable due to the quake.
But, the builder himself is still

. roaming scot free.

When asked about the delay in
arresting the big builders, City
Police Commissioner PC. Pandey
sajd the arrests could be made only
“atter collecting fool-proof evi-
dence which would stand  the
court'’s scrutiny’,

Last weck. in an attempt to

¥hen reporters pointed oul they
had personally witnessed such an
meident in a VHP relief camp, he
explaingd L by saying that it was 2
general practice among Hindus to
utrer these words hefore starting a
meal and this could have led to
some confusion,

He aiso lashed out at Congress
president Sonia Gandhi accusing

_her of introducing the ciement of

retigion in relief work during her
visit (0 the earthiguake hit areas.
Referring ro a demonstration
there by members of the Muslim
community  prolesting  against
imadeguate rehef , Mr Togadia
charged that it had been engi-
necred by Congress leader Ahmad
Pate! during Mrs Gandhi's vistt .
Mr Togadia . who is based in
Ahmedabad, has been directing
the VHP's rescue operations in
the state. According 1o him, abow

e net

counter allegations about the gov-

ernment-builder nexus, a mimster

refused to divulge the names of the

institutions outside Gujarat where

samples of rubble would be sent

saying "people there might be

influenced by the powerful lobby.”

Bur it is common knowledge here

that the samples are likely ta be
sent to the Central Building
.Research  Institute  (CBRI),
Reorkee, some of the [T'15 and the
National Building Construction
Corporation (NBCC).

Even otherwise, the builders,
architects and structural engineers
have full information of the institu-
tions capable of undertaking the
post-mortem analysis of building
materjals. Sources add there could
be further delays because of the
huge quantity of rubble that had 10
be analvsed.

Enough for the big fish to swim
their way out of the mess?

cadres didn’t discriminate
during relief work: VHP

40,000 activists of the VHP and |
RSS were engaged in the relief
activity ever since the devastating
quake struck and they were coor-
dinating with other NGOs. !

Quoting a survey carried out by
the state government, the VHP
leader pointed out that no
Christian or Muslim social organi-
sations were involved in the gquake
relief activity. He claimed that
only seven prominent Hindu
orgamisations, including the VHP
and the RSS, figured among the
NGOs engaged in relief work in
7,000 affected villages .

The VHP by itself had so far dis-
tributed 650 truckloads of relief
material and had provided med-
ical treatement tO as many as
23,000 people .With the first phase
of rescue operations getting over, |
the focus of the organisation ha”
now shifted to rehabilitation.




Centre seeks

rehab plan
eVl

Ahmedabad, Feb. 12: The Centre
has asked the Gujarat govern-
ment to prepare a blueprint for re-
habilitation of earthquake vic-
tims and assured every assistance
to build a “new Gujarat™.

Home minister L.LK. Advani
today said: “Now that the rescue
and relief phase is almost over, re-
habilitation has to be started. This
is the most challenging test. We
have asked the Gujarat govern-
ment to prepare a bluepring.”

The state government has
asked for a tax holiday for Kutch.

Expressing satisfaction with

. the state government for handling
© the crisis well, Advani said with

the response Gujarat got after the
calamity, “I feel the crisis can be
converted into an opportunity.”

He said as Morbi town was re-
built after it was devastated by
floods in 1979 and Surat became
one of the cleanest cities in the
country after the 1994 plague, a
new Kutch will be built after the
earthquake. The people of Gu-
jarat, known for their enterprise,
will repeat the feat again.

Talking about the relocation of
the villages in Kutch district, the
home minister said; “It has to be
done with the consent of the vil-
lage committees.”

On offers to “adopt” villages
from the corporate sector and
NGOQs, the home minister, who
visited quake-affected Banaskan-
tha and Patan districts in north
Gujarat, asked the state govern-
ment to spell out the policy. “The
government should define the lia-
bilities if an organisation or cor-
porate house wants to adopt a vil-

. lage or acluster of villages.”

Suggesting a bureaucrat-
builder-politician nexus in
Ahmedabad, Advani asked the
state government to do away with
the impression that the tragedy in

i Ahmedabad was “man-made” by

taking stern action against the
guilty persons — be it builder,
government official or architect.
On the state government dem-
and for a five-year tax holiday in
Kutch and granting the status of a
special economic zone to Mandvi
and Mudra — two ports in Kutch

© district — Advani said the fi-

nance minister is examining all
proposals put to him and is in the
process of finalising the budget.

Flat-owners beaten up

Eight persons were arrested by
police for beating up residents of a
collapsed building in the Satellite
area of Ahmedabad, reports PTL
The police said that of the four
blocks of the Shikar Apartment,
one collapsed in the earthquake,
claiming the largest number of
Hves in building collapse in the
city. -,
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is easy to pick holes. And when the
ask is as huge as the one facing the
Gujarat administration, it’s even easicr.
But it's also unfair, and difficult,

o condone the lapses that the
admlmstranun is guilty of.
Apart from the fact that the
Collector of Bhuj took a good
17 hours to actually inform
Gandhinagar about the extent of
devastation, the extent of ineffi-
ciency and administrative disori-
entation was not less than the
magnitude of the quake itself,

In Khavda, a block headguarter
less than 70 kilometres from
Bhuj, not a single official or
relief material reached even
after ten days of the quake.
Over 25,000 people in the
township and over 24 tiny vil-
lages around it were left to
brave the bitter Kutch cold with-
out shelter, food or even a word of
comfort. Even the devastating
impact of the quake failed to shat-
ter the rigid caste-structure in this
region where the upper-castes,
the "Thakkars and the Jains
aligned themselves with the all-
powerful Swaminarayan sect that
supplied food and tents to the
community members, the harijans
were left to fend for themselves.

H

“I was in Delhi, displaying hand- e -

icrafts and embroidered clothes in - g™
a stall at Dilli Haat when the
quake happened," said Bhura
Natha, an artisan in Khavda, "I
rushed back and discovered
that my lamily had not eaten
for two days. Even now, the
food qupphes have not reached o
us. There are no tents. We sieep
in the open.” All the artisans belong
to the harjjan community and despite a
semblance of empowerment through their
craft, they continue to get discriminated
against.
"What can one expect from people who
could not even distribute relief material
“coming from outside," asked a very dis-
gusted Heera Lal Thakkar in Khavda.
"Do you think we arc hurt or cven both-
cred that these people do not care,” asked
(i B Thakkar, a doctor of the same vil-
lage, "It's not the first time thal our town
has been razed or we have had to re-settle.
We are worshippers of Jhule Lal. We
come from Sindh, we caine and developed
Khavda. In 1819, we had to re-settle, once
again. The quake destroyed our vnll.we
But we did it then. And we will do it now'
"Who needs the Government?”
There canniot be a more damning com-
ment on the post-quake performance of
the Keshubhai government.

- -

Wi\
THE WORST IS PROBABLY
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NIMA JOSHI FROM AHMEDABAD

An earthquake victim sits in front of his collapsed house guarding his possessions in
Anjar, one of the areas worst affested in the Gujarat quake

Missing from action

Right through the the crisis, the adminis-
tration was conspicuocusly absent, abdicat-
ing its responsibilitics t¢ the Army and the
srmy of volunleers descending upon
Gujarat from alt over the country and the
world. While the Army and international
rescucts iooked tfor suevivors in the debris,
defence doctors lenders 1o those injured
and food and other relief materials were
arranged and distrtbuted by volunteers.
Or, people managed on their own,

Tu fact, the administration failed to even
help tnese agencics help i, Aireraft bring-
ing in relief supples and voluntary groups
eager (0 help weie turned away as the offis
cials of many alfeeted areas just couldn't
{ind ways to utilise their services.

L Mansingh, the chict coordinator of
relief operation in Kutch, had tumed thls

failure into a virtue insisting "we are per-
fectly capable of taking care". He went a
step further criticising the volunteers say-
ing, "Their presence is adding to the
chaos.” Brave, but unkind, words those.
#le needs to do a reality check. A group
of Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) officers complained bitteriy about
how relief maierial 15 not getting distrib-
uted. "My men are getting frustrated. They
have been unloading tents from hundreds
of trueks for the last one week but there is
nobody to distribute them. We are not
here just to load and unload material.
There cun be better ways to utilise the
forces. Either you do it vourself, or let us
do it Tor vou," an officer said angtily,
Baba Sukhbir Singh of Chandigarh, who

-orgavnised a langar for 50,000 people in

Rapar, 50 kilometres from the epicentre,
u;uldnt agiee more; "We are doing every-

~JE HINDUSTAN TIMZ:
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Gujarat chief minister Keshubliui Batel has

been under fire for reacting late 1o ifie

quuke-crisisand then not doing enough. He -
defends himself in an exclusive mtemew to'

Rathin Dgs. Erce:pfs

Why did the g(wemment fail to respund_

quickly to the disaster?
It was not at all delayed. That's a wrong
impression. It was done as fast ‘as’himman-

ly possible. Tt was a holiday, communica-:
tion was hampered, and still we worked. -

We called in the Arrih Ahmedabad.as

well as Kutch. T was -the first to appeal

through Akashvanito the people and the
government staff at around poon, -

What was the disaster management”cell-
— set up after the 1998 cyclone with the

chief secretary heading it — doing?
The cell had planned the disaster man-
agement for every district and had -tra-ihgd

HE KESHUBHAI GOVERNMENT HAVE DONE  thing on our own.” He added, "People have

to find their own ways of dealing withi a cri-
sis like this." Singh knows that feeling, his
own community being no stranger to dis-
ruptions. Kutch is now widely accepted as
a seismically volatile region. It's seen two
major earthquakes, in 1819 and 1956,
forcing each time thousands of people 10
move home and hearth to safer areas.
They are planning to move again.
Jayantilal Johri Lal of Bhuj could not
imagine building a house at the same
place where it stood before the quake -his
three grandsons lay buried in the debris
for days before the bodies were pulted out.
He said, "I will have to go somewhere else.
Our ancestors did it, so can we.”

Lack of Coordination

While P. K. Lahiri, Principal Secretary to
chief minister Keshubhai Patel, cmplained
about the 'demoralising’ criticism that the

them Aftcr two days they got the. guid- _' .'
“afice and-everything was channelised; ©
There were allegitions that the RSS and . wic
-BaJrang Dal had" usnrped tlle Govem-

ment: relief material...,

- When T went there. (Kutch), I came to.
" know abotit this. The govermnment empio-
. yees do'not liave any uniform, but the pe.’
- oplé there knew them. Thuse who distrib--
uted the:relief may have ffut up their own.:
Boards orbanners, but the rélief was (actu-
; ‘worth RS._
The collapse. of 5o MARY Dew ‘buildings
~has exposed your goveEnment's, and
party’s, siexus with the butlders,,. -~
My Government has no hexus with- the
: _bualdmg mafia, The-example i the issite.of

ally) distributed by governmient employees,

the imipact fee, Then; the High Court had

-ordered the disconnection of ‘Watet ‘and
" electricity supply to illegally constructed:
- buildings, which -we: did, "We could not sit

back sﬂentiy We even prormsad to mstal[ :

- What e#acﬂy do “you ‘want to. do"about

“been pmpared We wnll ta.
- low interests from the mtematlunal fund—
“ing agcncles‘- '

“There are allegations that you ignored
"Dalit and minnrity hnmlets"

'_reach these vdl&ges

Government continues to face in the wake
of the quake, there is very little he can say
about the survivors left shelterless as the
temperature dropped to below six degrees
celsius in the night when lakhs of tents
were lying useless in Bhuj. Neither is any
justification, or even explanation available
for voluntary groups being turned away
while the craftsmen in Anjaar still look for
their dead.

At the same time, expert volunteers from
Arena Adventure and Sports Association,
Nagpur, left in disgust seven days after the
quake because they were not given a
chance to help search for bodies.

"We brought our own equipment. We are
trained for such situations. But there is no
work for us. We have travelled to Anjaar,
Bhuj, Bhachau and there are thousands
still buried. We are lcaving today, I am
only sorry that we could not help despite
having reached here," said Pradeep
Mahato, a volunteer from Nagpur.

: 1tscif Madhya
d: this: question.” The
said th

f -and experts have examined it.

rehabilitation and: reconstrnctmn? And
how do you plan to rai
We have already rel

AZCS Nav
soft Joans at.
‘That is: wrong. 1 wenf to minofity. vil-

lages: I also issued instructions that (care
must be taken to ensure) wat 2%
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CM fires 10-page letter to central ministers
TEARS IN THE RANN

The Times of India News Service

GANDHINAGAR:  Chief  minister
Keshubhai Patel has shot off a ten-page let-
ter 1o all central ministers apprising them of
the Gujarat administration’s “alert
response’”’ to the “unprecedented chal-
lenge™ that had arisen as a consequence of
the January 26 earthquake,

The letter is a stiff reply to the criticism
from “media and some people from outside

, the system” who had “emphasised the need

- also

for greater co-ordination”. It says the state
government’s efforts should be “evaluated
i the context of widespread damage, total
loss of telecommunications, three public
holidays and long distances involved in
moebifising and rushing aid”.

Faxed to ministers a couple of days ago, the
letter says, “If emergencies are responded to
with full force, there may be deviations from
standard plans. If the nature and the extent of
the calamity is unprecedented, the response
should naturally be distinct and creative. No

mostly collapsed. has exceeded four takhs.”

Suggesting that he was forced to place
the “facts on record so that people in the
administration who have put in their best,
notwithstanding personal tragedies, do not
suffer from low morale”, the CM justified
his decision to put the No. 2 person in the
bureaucracy, GG. Subba Rao, in charge of a
five-member team to Bhuj “within six

disaster management
plan would have envis-
aged requiring 8,000
units of machinery in a
single district of Kutch.
The cost of machinery
movement works out to
more than Rs 250
crore.”

The letter was sent
amidst speculation in
the corridors of power
about a possible change
in leadership, with
sources close to the CM
agreeing  that
“Keshubhai might face

persons

26 disaster. 1)

& - L4 , L]

25 injured in tremors
AHMEDABATD: At least 25 persons
were injured when an earthquake
measuring 5.3 on the Richter scale
rocked parts of Gujarat on Thursday
night. According to the police, over 15
received
Ahmedabad city alone when they tried
to jump out of their houses after expe-
riencing the tremors at 10.25 pam.
Panic-stricken residents of Ahmedabad
and other cities remained out of their
houses, the police said. This was the
third strongest gnake since the January

hours of the event”.

Mr Rao is known to
have been removed
from Bhuj after indus-
tries minister Surésh
Mehta, second = in
importance in the gov-
ernment  hierarchy,
threatened to  with-
draw from the relief
operations in Kutch if
the top bureaucrat was
not removed.

Pointing out that the
“total collapse of the
telecommunications
svstem” had made it

injuries  in

trouble if rehabilitation
operations do not go smoothly™. It further
says, “The state government was naturally
shocked to find such a massive requirement
of heavy equipment without which It was
not possible to clear high-rise and concrete
structures that had fallen. In 1.016 villages
and eight cities, the number of damaged
houses, of which more than 50 per cent have

impossible for officials
to make contact even “within the city of
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar™, Mr
Keshubhai Patel’s letter says this had
resulted in a major handicap in obtaining
and guiding rescue and relief operations.
The CM said that he had personally to give
directions through the police gofnmunica-
tions system for two days.

Army recovers Rs 20 cr. from bank rubble

BHACHAU: In a gruelling operation
running into more than eight hours, the
army helped the State Bank of
India’s Bhachan branch recover#
nearly Rs 20 crore from the debris
of its building. The earthguake on
January 26 had reduced the two-
storey building of the Bhachau
branch of the SBI to rubble, causing

worry to bank officials. A senfor bank
official, who has been personally keeping
a vigil on the rubble since then, said the
bank branch had crores of rupees in
its chest and the bank had sought
, the army’s help in its recovery. The
Bhatinda-based regitnent of the
army moved into Bhachau to help in
the recovery operations. (=7
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Politics of power
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relief material in \Bhuj

Problemn of plenty dogs

By Sourav Mukherjee
The Times of India News Service

MUY * Sceme I (inside the district
Collecror’s affice): Yer another meering is
wnder way, bt this one witnesses heared
svchanges. “Drawing up plans and miore
Hans &5 all that we have been doing since
laneary 26. Where is the implementation ?
People know that we have fents with us why
don’t we give it 1o
ther 2 Where are the
foad grains to be
given out 7 The peo-
ple are fast loosing
patience we might
have to face serious
consequences,” lash-
ey oul an LAS officer
after being gheraved
o Sawrday by an
irate mob at rthe
Lalan College relief
centre

A senior coordi-
nator of the relief — i
OREraons IHes 10 pac zh him O}-.a\ fer’s put
up communily tents. But, make sure you take
ihe local corporarors along and get their con-
sent an deciding the sites for setting up com-
munlry tents ' A few evebrows are vatsed on
this suggestion bur the rellef coordinator is
adamani— “No more discussion on Hus
topic we Rave Lo do the job in this nianner so
ler's get it done now.”

* Scene 2: An NGO cocrdination centre
—Kutchh Nav Nirman Abhivan — placed
Just outside the Bhuj collector’s office premt-
ises is being thronged by people from Bhuj
and far off corners of Kutchh asking for food
and tents, Work is disrupted as a man in spor-
less white kKhaki walks in. T want rice, whea,
mitk packets and water in bulk to he distrib-

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

some, others go hungry

uted amongst the people rendered homeless.
I have  highly placed contacts  af
Gandhinagar so better get on the job imme-
diately,” he says authorirativelv. A heated dis-
cussion ensues and the man in white goes off
shooting threats at the coordinator,

Amidst decomposed bodies. rubbles and
over powering stench of rotting flesh, poli-
ticking and bureaucratic wrangles throw
relicf  operations
§ (even in Bhuj and
- fringe areas) out of
. gear. NGOs  like
Kutch Nav Nirman
Abhiyan which was
b coordinating  the
i relief material dis-
| tribution m  Bhuj
| and  Kutch have
t withdrawn from the
‘1 operation due  to
frequent  “string ..
pulling and political
- interference”.

"“We washed our

hands oft bucause political pressure took

relief material to areas where help had
alrcady reached,” said a member of the
NGO Coordination Cenire.

Purushottam Thakkar lay in front of the
collectorate gate on Saturday, daring the
hassled policemen to open fire on him and
imploring the burcaucrats to provide him
some food and water to drink. “Sir, thou-
sands will dic of hunger and cold, Please give
us some food grains to take back home. Our
children cry out with bunger. please help us,”
he pleaded with the sentor police officials |
and pureaucrats whom he had prevented
from going inside the district collectorate.

» Free ration through PD$, Page 7
> 3ee Edit: Tale of Two States Page 10
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Additional steps to mop

up resources for gngrat

By Our Staff Reporter \X

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. The Priime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, to-
day indicated that there would be
additional measures to mobilise
respurces for meeting the expen-
diture on rehabilitation in Guja-
rat, but ruled out heavy taxes in
the Budget.

Speaking to reporters Mr. Vaj-
payee said the two per cent sur-
charge levied on jncome tax was
not encugh. The task ahead was
enormous and resources would
have to be mobilised in other
ways also including generaus do-
nations. Appealing to the people
in India and abroad for help, the
Prime Minister said estimates
were being made of the loss
caused by the quake and means
identified to mobilise resources
other than imposing taxes.

India cannot but be secular

Earlier, addressing the gather-
ing after releasing the Hindi and
Urdu editions of the journal Sect:-
lar Qayadat, Mr. Vajpayee said In-
dia could never be anything but
secular. “'If the Government is not
secular, it will belong to a partic-
ular community, not the entire
nation, Secular means that the
Government has no religion while
people are free to practisc any re-
ligion," he said.

~The secular temperament of
the people needed to be strength-
ened, but unfortunately there
were some political difficuldes

The Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, receives a chedue

from a young girl for the Gujarat guake victims in
New Dethi on Friday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

which hampered this, and these
needed to be removed because
one fundamentalist activity led to
another, he warned. When the
Constitution was framed, “'secu-
larism” was not included because
it was assumed India would be a

i

Army jawans conduct a controlied blast in Akshar
Apartment to help the quake rescue work, in Ahmedabad
on Wednesday evening. — PT!

secular state since it was in the |

ethos of its people. "It is only after
the Constitution was amended
during the Emergency that the
additional words — democratic,
socialist, secular — were includ-
ed. No one talks of socialism buta
lot of noise is being made about
secularism,” Mr, Vajpayee said.

India was a secular nation even

before Christianity and Islam -
came here. Barring Ashoka, no

ruler ever tried to impose any reli-
gion on the masses. “'Even if there
are incidents of religious discrim-
ination, there are institutions like
the courts, media and the Nation-

al Human Rights Commission to

check such happenings.”
The Prime Minister said his
statements on Ayodhya had gen-

erated a lot of controversy and he |
had to issue clarifications by way |

of writing articles.

Mr. Gadri Mohammad Mian
Mazhari, chairman of the Islamic
Caouncil of India and chief editor
of Secular Qavadat, said Mr. Vaj-
payee’s 30 years in politics were
dedicated to prometing secular-
ism and development.

The special edition is a compi-
lation of articles on Mr. Vajpayee
by distinguished writers and
scholars. Tt also carties historic
speeches delivered by Mr. Vaj-

pavee on international fora. The !

ambassadors of several [slamic !
countries have also discussed the

foreign policy of the Prime Minis-
ter and New Delhi's cultural rela-
tions with the lslamic world.

More quake related repo

-
|
on Pages 11, 13, 14 a /5/”
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AN EXTRAORDINARY SHTUATION demands a
sacrifice of some kind, so the additional sur-
charge of 2 per cent on personal income and
corporate tax rates to aid the reconsouction of
Kutch is a very small hurden that tax assessees
are being asked to bear. What was unnecessary
though was the many different languages in
which the Prime Minister and members of the
Union Cabinet spoke about the carthquake sur-
charge in the days before the final decision was
taken. Since the public mood was one of want-
ing o contribute to the reconstruction effort,
there was everything to gain by openly airing
i the proposal.

The final costs of reconstruction will be co-
lossal and run into thousands of crores. With
vast swathes ol Kutch laid to waste, funds are
necded to repair and rebuild schools, hospitals,
roads. bridges and the Kandla port. Second,
since few private homes would have been in-
sured Government money will have to be pro-
vided entirely or mainly as a grant for building
new houses. Third, while the bigger industrial
complexes have withstood the tremors, the
small and informal businesses have largely
been destoyed. These too will need aid, a con-
siderable amount in the form of grants. In addi-
tion, there is the cost of reliet which will likely
have to be provided over an extended period.
The financial demands of reconstruction will be
much, much more than what Gujarat has re-
ceived from the National Calamity Contingency
Fund, what the State Government is capable of
mobilising on its own and all the financial aid
that has poured in from abroad {about Rs, 50
crores). The idea of the surcharge has been crit-
icised by the more “fundamentalists” among
the economists, the argument being that if
funds are needed they can be found by cutting
down wasteful expecditure and that the impo-
sition of the surcharge is an excuse to narrow
the fiscal deficit. Both are false arguments, To
take the second first, the decision to earmark
the collections exclusively for the reconstruct-
ion effort will ensure that the funds are not used

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 2001

A TAX FOR A CAUSE q &

to bridge the deficit. (This can be made certain
by placing the funds in the Public Account, so
that the collections are not used elsewherte if at
all there is a mismatch between the phasing of
receipts and expenditure.} The other argument
has even less going for it. True, there is ample
scope for reducing wasteful expenditure by the
Central Government. But there was a case lor
doing so before the Kutch quake and it would
have had to be done even if the quake had not
taken place. Any such reduction would gener-
ate resources to mect nermal development
needs. The point is that even if the Centie's
financial situation was reasonably healthy, the
scale of reconstraction required would have ne-
cessitated the imposition of a surcharge.

The revenue expected from the surcharge
~— Rs. 1,300 crores in 2000-01 — is inadequate
for reconstruction. But this is not a case for
increasing the surcharge. The carlier 10 — 15
per cent surcharge on personal income taxes
was justified last year by “unexpected” expen-
diture on defence and transfers to States. Since
replenishrnent of the defence inventories after
the Kargil conflict should have been completed
by now and the statutory recommendations of
the Eleventh Finance Cominission have been
implemented, the original justification no long-
er exists, So if all the older surcharges (other
than that earmarked for the National Calamity
Contingency Fund) were to be replaced by a
single 10 — 15 per cent cess on both personal
and corporate taxes and the receipts entirely
allocated for the Gujarat effort, about Rs. 6,000
crores could be collected next year. It goes with-
out saving that while large sums are needed
there has 10 be rransparency and accountability
in expenditure so that the usual leakage does
not take place. This will depend largely on how
the rehabilitation and reconstruction pro-
grammes are designed. A top-down approach is
likely to result in a siphoning off of funds while
an active involvement of the beneficiaries in
planning will ensure ¥ more useful rehahilita-
tion programme. /
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HT Correspondent
New Delni, Fehruary 2

HE VALPAY TR
Goverfuneni appears sei o
rupose a fresh dose of unsd-

crate taxes 10 mop up addiiion
resaurees for the relicf and rehabile
itation of the Guaral guake vie-
tms It may alse undertake a fow
NON-LAX CHSUTSs o mvet tine sitia-
tion event as the huge cnomity of
the cilamity continues to unfold a
weuk after the divaster,

Indications on thiy count were
toud and clear wday as the Prime
Mmister Atad Behart Vajpayee reir-
eroted  the resolve of  Tis
Government 1o carry out the nuis-
dve reconstivvuon and rehabtin-
e in the prake-alfocred State

"Two per ceni whditional sur-

\WR g iU Quake surcharge: What it means to yo

“For individuals & HUF s the mpact of extra tax iability in fespwect
0f Addfitional Swcciadnge woule e as under.
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K 60000 0 1,50,000  22.4%.
"Onincome over .
Ry 150,000 35.1%:

Partnership firms j
- Cinany ncome 39.2%
- For companies :
“On any ingome 39.55%:

ad comporate
S ol coagh heeping i view
the antgmtude of the devastation,”
o vagpavee told medmpersons
drer e fesise woweckly Urdi ponr-

nil---Secular Qayadal.

Replving to a quury over the
extent of the praposed additional
tax burden. the Prime Minister clar-
itted that it might not be heavy. He,
however hastened to add that other
warys nuty v 1o be found owt to
mobilise the necessary resources.

Mr Vajpayee's remarks assume
significance against the backdrop of
the  Government's  last mghs
announcement regarding the impo-
stion of additional 2 % surcharge
on inconie and corporate taxes. The
surcharge is expected to realise
additional revenue to the tune of
Ry L300 crore during the remaining
two months of the ongoing financial
ety

On hes parithe Prunc Minister
asserted that the decision had been
tuken 1o share the grief ol the

—

quake-stricken people of Gujarat.
He atso appealed to the people to
gencrously contribute to mitigate
the sutferings of the affected peo-
ple. As regards the net money need-
vd te undertake the necessary
reconstruction  of the  affected
areas, Mr Vajpayee refused to give
an cxact figure. "1 am not in & posi-
tion to say how much resources are
requited are reguired for this pur-
pose,” he remarked.

The Prime Minister said the
Government was formulaling mea-
sutes o ensure safety of Delbu's
buildings particularly in the context
of the Gujarat carthquake. "We
five to take steps to make these
structures withstand magor quakes,”
fre adued,

The Empowered  Group  of
Ministers  chaired by  Home

of taxes, warns Vajpayee

Minister L K Advani today directed
the Gujarat Government to set up
help-line and information hooths

manned by appropriate officials,at
all the entry poiats of the quake-
affected arvas.

At its Z-hour long meeting here
this morningthe Group also asked
the State Government to prepare a
“ready-reckoner” with necessary
information on various aspects of
contact.communication and loca-
don of authorities to benefit the
smooth relicf measures of varidus
agencies including voluntary cutfits
and NGOs. J&B Ministcr Ms
Sushma Swaraj said the Ministertat
Group had also dirccted the State
Government (o appoint an infor-
mation officer tor each Taluka
the affected arcas to ity
medig-update.




: and dack of ifagination in the overall handling of afrairs.

o« The quake tax o/

. AS THE economic burden of the Gujarat earthquake is\going
to be enormous, few will oppose the Government’s decision to
impose a 2 per cent surcharge on income tax. On the contrary,
it may be considered an act of duty by taxpayers earning an
annual income of above Rs 60,000 to pay towards the recon-
i struction: of the quake-hit areas and in rehabilitating the vic-
tims. The Government does need to garner resources for the
reconstruction work and raising the surcharge is one of the
methods. In doing so, it has no doubt also found a way out of
the problem of raising additional resources in the coming
Budget which is just a few weeks away.

It must be remembered that the taxpayer in the Rs 50,000 to
" Rs 150,000 bracket is already paying a surcharge of 10 per cent.
{ For those above Rs 150,000, the surcharge was raised to 15 per
cent in the last Budget on account of Kargil. Since the impost
is calculated on the marginal rate of taxation, the effective tax
rate will be 22 per cent for the Rs 60,000 to Rs 150,000 income
bracket and 35 per cent for those earning Rs 150,000 and more.
For corporate companies, the rate will be close to 40 per cent
{(a 1 per cent additional surcharge was imposed last December
to create the corpus for Calamity Relief Fund), which is
quite high. ‘The corporate sector may not be amused
because levying more and more taxes on the same companies
while the so- called ‘zero tax companies’ go scot-free will
be resented.

Stmilarly, unless the Government is able to deploy the target-
| ed amount of Rs 1,300 crore collected through the surcharge
" effectively, the tax paying public will not be pleased for repeat-
edly having to bear the burden of additional taxes while a huge
segment of the population -— especially the rich farmers — are

exempt from tax. All such exemptions have to be scrutinised
properly because they are in effect implicit subsidies. Similarly,
it must be ensured that the duty-free construction material
arriving in the country is used for actual reconstruction and not
diverted to the open market. The Centre’s efficacy in gover-
nance will be tested in the coming months asfit has to be on
guard against defalcation of funds, diversion/of material and
mismanagement of the relief operations.

not taxed. The Government should evaluate the economic ben- |
efits emanating from the donations which are 100 per cent

b
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v {QUAKE TAX

TO MOP UP RS. 1,300 CRORES

2 p.c. additional surcharge on

-T., corporate tax to

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 1. [n an effort to
mop up funds for quake-hit Guj-
arat, the Union Cabinet today de-
cided to levy a two per cent
additional surcharge on income
tax and corporate tax for the cur-
rent financial year. The ‘quake
tax’, which had been under con-
sideration for some days, is ex-
pected to generate an additional
Rs. 1,300 crores to be entirely
dedicated for relief and rchabil-
itation in the State.

This  additional surcharge
would be on top of all existing
surcharges. For instance, persons

with anfjual incomes above Rs.
50,000 and up to Rs. 1,50,000 are
already phying a 10 per cent sur-
chrarge, Now, through an Ordi-
nance which the Government
propases to promulgate, those
with incomes above Rs. 60,000
would pay an additional (wo per
cent surcharge. Those with an-
nual incomes above Rs. 1,50.000
curtently pay a surcharge of 15
per cent and will now be paying
an additional two per cent.

Since the surcharge is calculat-
ed at the marginal rate of taxa-
tion, the 10 per cent surcharge
translates into a 22 per cent fax at

{7 AT
the 20 per Lcm level. At the 30 per
cent slah, the surcharge works out
to 34.5 per cont. Now another 0.4
and 0.6 per cent tax wouid be
added al appropriate levels.

The surcharge has also been
imposed on corporates who pay a
10 per cent surcharge plus an al-
ditional one per cent surcharge
which was imposed in December
last year 1o create the corpus for
the Calamity Relief Fund. Now,
the corporates would have o pay
an additional two per cent sur-
charge over the exisling surcharg-
es.

The Cabinet, at its mecting, al-

be imposed

also.”

tell.”

CHENNAI, FEB. 1. The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, toda
the Centre’s Government’s primary concern now was to
undertake rehabilitation work on a war-footing in Guj

problem. But, the rehabilitation work will
have to be there solidly behind the people
difficult times,” the Prime Minister told presspersons at the
Chennai airport before returning to Delhi.

Pointing out that the despatch of relief supplies began 24
houts after the earthquake, the Prime Minister said, “There is no
dearth of relief materials. We are disbursing materials which
have been received from all over the country, and all the States
are cooperating. And we are grateful to the foreign countries

wﬂl be no

ujarat during such

To a query on whether the Union Budget would be harsh, Mr.
Vajpayee shot back, “You ask the Finance Minister. Only he can

When a reporter sought his views on the President, Mr. K.R.
Narayanan’s commertts on the review of the Constitution, he
said, “As Prime Minister, 1 have nothing to say.”

Earlier, the Union Law Minister, Mr. Arun Jaitley, the State BJP
general-secretary, Mr. L. Ganesan, and the MDMK general-

secrelary, Mr. Vaiko, called on the Primne Minister at the Raj

Bhavan.
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Rehabilitation, main concern' PM

By Our Special Correspondent

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.

Vajpayee, talking to
mediapersens at the Chennai
airport on Thursday. — Photo:

K. Gajendran
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so decided to provide 100 per cent
tax deduction for donations made
to charitable institutions for pro-
viding relief and rehabilitation o
the Gujarat victims, So far, dona-
tiens only to the Prime Minister’s
helief Fund or the Chief Minis-
ter's Relief Fund were granted 100
per cent tax deduction and all |
other charitable institutions reg- .
istered under Section 80G of the

Income Tax Act were eligible for |
50 per cent deduction, !

Certain conditions have alse
been imposed. For one, the bene-
tit would be availabie to those !
charitable institutions which are :
aiready registered under Section
806G which means new institu-
tions set up now would not be cli-
gible for 100 per cent deduction.
Secondly, the eligible institutions
would have to maintain separate
accounts for the Guijarat oper-
ations and would have to submit
these account to the Central
Board of Direct Taxes by June 30,
2002. The tax exemption wouid be
eligible on donations coflected till
September 30, 2001 and the in-
stitutions would have to spend
the money in Gujarar hy March
31, 2002,

The Cabinet also decided to ex-
tend Section 35AC reliefs availa-
ble under the [T Act to persons
intending o lake up relief and re-
habilitation work in Gujarat. On
customs and excise, the Cabinet
decided that all material includ-
ing construction material impert-
ed for relief and reconstruction in
Grijarat would be exempted from
import duties and all indigenous
malterial such as cement, steel ;
blankets and tents for relief a
rehabilitation in Gujarat wol
exempl from excise duty,




~Bhuj vicims
on Collector

fury

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA__ /1 «\

BHUJ, Feb. 6. — Earthquake
victims, resenting tardy and
inadequate relief distribution,
today reportedly gheraoed the
Bhuj Cellector. The Gujarat
government, meanwhile, an-
nounced an authority will be
set up for recomstruction and
rehabilitation, and that “relief
cards” would be introduced to-
MOTITOW,

The BJP today scotched specu-
lation that it wouid replace the
Gujarat chief minister, Mr Ke-
shubhai Patel, for his govern-
ment's alleged failure in han-
dling relief and rehabilitation.

“The question doesn’t arise,”
Mr Bangaru Laxman said in
Ahmedahad.

According to eyewitnesses in
Bhuj, slogan-shouting protest-
ers, mostly villagers, gathered
in front of the collectorate and
later gheraoed the collector, Mr
Anil Mukhim, who took over
from Mr Kamal Dayani a few
days ago. Mr Mukhim denied

7\he was gheraced.
The Collector had a tough
time explaining the tardy pace
of relief distribution despite
having sufficient relief materi-
al. Later he told reporters that
the administration was trying
to streamline the distribution.
Mr Mukhim admitted he was
witnessing angry protests al-
most daily.

Faced with bitter criticism,

A More reports on page 8

the state Cabinet today decided
to set up an earthquake man-
agement authority, headed by
the chief minister, to monitor
relief, rehabilitation and re-
building. It said the relief card
scheme aims at streamlining
distribution of rations, clothes
and cash relief.

The government has also de-
ferred presentation of the 2001 -
02 Budget and, instead, deci-

ded to take a vote-on-account.

for a few months.
The state Cabinet resolved to

vent

Yo e

create a department of earth-
quake relief. which will be at-
tached with the general admin-
istration department.

It will be headed by a secreta-
vy-level official, Mr Keshubhai
Patel gaid.

He ¢aid each of the 16 affected
talukas in Kutch would be con-
sidered an administrative unit,
and an additional collector and
an additional development
officer will aversee the relief
and reconstruction in each of
thewm.

The Cabinet also cleared a
proposal for an increase in the
pavment of cash relief and as-
sistance for the purchase of
househald items. :

The state home minister, Mr
Haren Pandya, said the gov-
ernment would soon announce
a housing policy for the victims.
The Bhuj administration to- -
day said law-breakers would
be dealt with sternly. Besides
focal police, RAF, . CRPF and
BSF are keeping vigil, said
the SP, Mr Vivek Srivastava.
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‘Ackerman hopes US will send $100m for Gujara:

To begin talks with other Con

By Asrrsyn KUMAR SEN .7
San Francisco, Feb. 1: New York Demao-
crat Congressman Gary Ackerman said on
Wednesday. thal he would be initiating
consultations witlc his colieagues Tor u
legistative bid to boast US aid for funding
reconstruttion of Gujarat wo $100 midlion.
“Lam going to explore the possibilities
of assisting India with emergency finan-
cial aid o the tunc of $100 million for the
reconstruction of Gujaral, | will begin
consultations with my-collcagues to sec
how this ceuld be uccomplished,” said Mr
Ackerman. He is a member of the House
Intemational Relations Commifiee and a
former co-chairman of the Congressional
Caucus on India and Indian Americans,
The US has so far pledged $5 million
for relief efforts in quake-ravaged state.
The House of Representatives voted
406-1 on Wednesday 1o pass a resolution
expressing sympathy for the vicuims of
the devastating earthquake and support

for aid efforts. /) /

Texas Bepublican Congressman Ron
Paul vowed agatnst thedegislation Twen-
ty-six members did nog vote,

Congressimen Ed Roype, Danny Davis
and Jim MeDermott hag introduced the
resolution in the House bn Tuesday .

Senators Sam Brownback and Robert
Torricelli have introduced a simnifar reso-
lution m the Senate. The Senage will soen
take up this resotution.

“Ie s with o heavy heart that my col-
leagues and [ have introduced this bill,”
said Mr McDermott. co-chairman of the
Congressianal Caacns on India and ndian
Amernicans. “The physical destraction in
Gujarat will not he crased for many vears,
and the psychological scars may never be
eliminated. It 1s in this time of tragedy
that we must stand by our friend India,
and the Indian people and ofter ail we ¢an
(0 aid their eftorts.”

Congressman Ed Royee. the other ¢o-

© chairman of the India Cancus. said, "The

rebuilding of Gujarat 1s a dayming chil-
lenge. Leanomic damage may tap $3 bil-
hon, and while India enjoys u growing
cconomy — US-India commeree 1$ grow-
ing — tndia is ot} very much 2 develop-
ing country that can ill afford this dam-
age. espeerally w Guyarat, an Lumumu
powerhouse.”

Leading Demoeiats on the Toorol the
House durmg a discussion o the carth-
quake. Mr Ackerman assered that the
“destruction was on a staggering scale,”
adding: “Mere numbers cannot captare
the cxtent ol the devastation, nor the hor-
ror at the loss of life and Toved ones.”

“The fuil extent of the Kmuary 26 ewrth-
guake's damage s as yet unknown, but
the numbers of dead are 1 the tens of
thentsands, the nuaber of i injuied in the
hundreds of thousands and the numher of
displaced s vver halt a nallion. The esu-
m e of property damage now tops 85 bif-
lion.” he sard.

Gathering foreign ak) or mitiating any

gressmen to boost aid for quake-hit r

pTl)[u_l Using taxpayer money is a ¢com-

plex legislarive process that tnvelves sub-
cormnil[ccs; and committees ofien with
ermpeting jurisdictions. Although there is
a lot of inierest to do something Tor those
affected by the gquake. the complex nature
of the leyslation and the politics
involved. added tothe fact that both the
House and the Sepaic need to approve the
legislation, makes the whole process a lot
more dauiting.

Thongh the resolution was authored by
(-()I]‘fft“n%mt_ﬂ Jim MeDermott and Ed
Royee. the former is not a member of the
international foretgn relations committee
and the latter a comparatively junior leg-
islator whose jurisdiction is Africa.

It wag under these cireumstances that
Wednesday's debate in the Housc fell to
two stalwarts — Congressmen Gary Ack-
ermin and Herry [Hyde. Mr Hyde. repre-
sentarive frorn [llinois. chairs the power-
ful internatinnal refations comnmittee.

The two co-chairmen of the Congres-

region

stomal Cavcus on India and Indian Ameri-
cans. Mr Royce and Mr McDermoit, had,
for a chiange, a minor role to play.

Of the 25 speakers who pasticipated in
the debate. the Democrats were reptesent-
cd by Gary Ackerman (New York), Frank
Palione (New Jersey). Caroline Kilpatrick
{Michigan), Sheila Jackson (Texas), Hilda
Solis (California), deiegate Dona Chiist-
tun-Christensen {Virgin Islands), Janice
Schakowsky (Ilinois). Lois Capps (Culi-
fornia), Bob Menendez (New Jersey),
Danny Davis (DNlinois), 1. Inslce {Wash-
ington State), Rush Holt (New Jersey),
Joe Crowley (New York) and Mr Jim
McDermott (Washington State).

Republican speakers included Henry
Hyde (Ilinois), Joe Knollenberg (Michi-
gan). Conmie Morefta (Maryland), Ron
Paul (Texas), Mark Foley (Florida), Wick

Smith (Michigan}, Doug Ose (Calilornia),
Mlke Ferguson (New Jersey), Benjamin
Fitman (New Yorerand Ed Roycee (Cali-
fornia.

[YRY
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/ U K. team to stay

in Gujarat for 7%
1/two s

more months

By

NEW DELHI, FEB. 1. The United
Kingdom's Departiment for Inter-
national Development has said (s
team will stay in the guake-hit
Gujarat for ar feast two months to
help in the reconstruction proc-
Uss.

ur Special Correspondent

D1, Mukesh Kapila, who heads
the  humanitarian  aid  pro-
gramme, today went to Bhuj to
assess the relief efforts (hy the
UK. By the end of his visit, the
department would have deter-
mined how to wrn its financial
cnmmitment into practical help,
be said. The DFID has so far com-
mitted Rs. 70 crores (810 million)
for emergency relief.

Meanwhile, donations contin-

lued to pour in for the victims.

Fortvthree police officers from 23
developing countries who are un-
dergoing training at the National
Crime Records Bureau undes the
Home Ministry have decided to
donate part of their scholasship,
while the officers and staff there
have already contributed one-
day’s salary. The Container Cor-
poration of India has also donat-

edd Bs. 1 crore and  Nortel
Netwaorks $1 takh.
The Hindustan Zinc limited

has donated tents, and diesel gen-
eratars and sent a loader-cum-ex-
cavator and a crane.

The Union Minister of State for
Petroleum and Natural Gases, Mr.
Santosh  Komar  Gangwar, has
contributed one month's salary

and decided to allocate Rs. 10
lakhs from the MP's Local Area
Developiment Scheme.

The Union Textile Minister, Mr.
Kashiram Rana, at a meeting of
industry representatives, here to-
day. appealed far generous con-
tributions.

The Ministry has also decided

schemes to ensure that the hand-
loom and handicraft industry in
the quake-affected areas gets on
its feet ar the earliest.

Prmce of Wales
expresses concern

NEW DELHI, FEB. 1. The Prince of
Wales, in a message to the
President, Mr. K. R. Narayanan,
conveyed his shock and
concern over the suffering
caused by the Gujarat
earthquake, and said: “I was
horrified 1o learn of yet another
natural disaster in India — in
the form of the terrible
earthquake in Gujarat, and to
hear of the appalling loss of life
and destruction which it has
caused. My beart goes out to
the peaple of India at this most
difficult of times and, above all,
to those who are suffering, to
those who have lost their
homes and to the families and
friends of those who have died.
My prayers and deepest
sympathy are with you and
with everyone affectedby this
appalling tragedy.”

THE HINDU
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Hopes of ﬁndmg SUrvivors falng fasi

Focus now

nho

to prevent epidemic

Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, January 31

OST OF earthquake-rav-
Magcd Gujarat has begun

to resemble a beseiged
fortress, with people outside want-
ing to get in and people inside
wanting to get out. The hordes of
relief workers coming in are

- matched by tremulous survivors of

Friday's devastation, particularly
in places such as Bhuj, wanting to
leave town,

The death toll today officially
crossed the 25,000 mark. But cases
of pecople miraculously rescued
from life-threatening  captivity
under the debris are getting fewer

and farther
between. Time is
clearly running

out for the thou-
sands - some say
lakhs - who were
entombed . in
moutains of con-
crete when the
nightmare began
five days ago.
"We have virtu-
ally called off the
rescue operations
and are concen-

® Another planeload of relief
fands from Pakistan.

& Gujarat govt confirms death
toll at least 25,000

& Tremors continue,
biggest 4.7 on the Ritcher.
@ Death of 755 people in
Gandhidham alone confirmed, | to
@ 30 per cent of debris in
Anjar and Rapar cleared.

» Gujerat Earthguake Rehab-

Nothing sums up the weak links
in the relief supply chain better
than the fact that material that
accompanied Prime Minister
Vajpayee to Ahmedabad last
Monday lay unloaded for 12 hours
after Gajaraj, the IAF transport
aircraft that ferried it, had souched
down.

A lack of coordination is threat-
ening to hamper the entire opera-
tion, with distribution still a major
problem. International and Indian
NGOs have been complaining
about the civil administration's
painfully slow reaction to any
effort.

Patrick Fuller, information dele-
gate for the International
Federation of the
Red Cross, which
has launched an
appeal for 15 mil-
lion dollars, said
five planes a day
were arriving at
the airport in the
worst-affected
district of Bhuj."Tt
takes a long time
clear stuff
through the air-
pott, as there is
no lifting equip-

the

trating with | ilitation and Reconstruction| ment and we
utmost precan- | Fund formed to construct of 2 | don't have
tions on removing | crore sgm of housing in one | enough  volun-
the debris and | year teers to simply
carrying out dis- | @ Damage officially assesseed | shift everything
infection to pre- | at Rs 10,000 crores. by hand," AFP
vent the cutbreak - today  guoted

of epidemic due to decomposition
of trapped bodies," rescue secre-
tary 5 K Nanda told reporters.
Nanda said a massive operation
to remove debris and disinfecting
sthe arcas affected by Friday's
| enrthquake has begun,
! " Amidst all the death and
J destruction is the paradox of relief
! - in the form of manpower, materi-
f al and equipment - being at hand
but not trickling down to the
- peedy. Relief supplies are piling
up at distribution centres bécause

of a woeful shortage of trucks and

local drivers, many of who have
fled the area.altogether and arc
scared to return amid rumours of
fresh quakes.

Fuller as saying.

The Army too has been less than
satisfied with the local administra-
tion's ability to come to grips with
the situation. Reports of low-
intensity squabbles, such as one*
over the right kind of equipment
and backup for the rescue opera-
tions, are increasing.

Reacting to the rescue teams'
complaints about the administra-
tion's lack of eooperation, a senior
bureaucrat said the Army person-
nel are supposed to bring their
own cquipment. The Army could
have brought the equipment from
their Armoured or Engineering
divisions, he added.

More reports, pics on Pages 11 &

PROBLEM OF PLENTY? Clothes brought to Kutch for quake victims awalit takers near the Bhuj Ahmedabad highway. Photo: Manish Swarup

Yeoman service by Latur Orphans

Sonl Sangwan
Bhachau, January 31

IT WAS yesterday once more for the orphans
of the Latur carthquake disaster of 1993, Only
this time around, they are exorcising the ghosts
of their past by plungmg headlong into rescue
and rclief work at another quake-struck town-
ship, in another time, in another place.

The nightmare of personal tragedy came cas-
cading back to 20-yeaz-old Vittal Partani, as he
saw body after body being dragged out from
rubble in Bhachau. Only this time, the numbing
fear has been replaced by a steely motivation to
save human life.

Vittal says that it takes ope victim to under-
stand the pain of another. “T saw 150 persons,
including those closest to me, perish in my vil-
lage on that horrible morning of September 30,
1993. I'll do my damnest to try and save life. It’s
recious,” the youngster says with the spirit of a
missionary,

He's one of the volunteers of the Bharatiya

- L

JTan Sangathan (BJS), which had adopted sever-
al Latur orphans in 1993. It now runs a school
for them at Pune. “At Latur, I was helpless. This
is my way of remembering my parents who were
crushed by tonnes of concrete. This is what 1
would have liked to do for them,” says Vittal,
battling the demons in his mind. _

By his side was Atma Ram Joharti, & rescuer
with similar resolve, straining his sepses to
detect any sign of life under the cruel pile of
rubble. “I was injured at Latur. After two

months in hospital, T was told that my entire
family was dead. It was lonely. It shouldn’t hap-
pen to anyone else,” the strapping 18-ycar-old
pleads,

Life has moved on since Latur, as Mool
Neelkangh, another one from the group, would
tell you. He shall be appearing for his BA Final
exarninations later this year. But Latur is stifl a
vivid nightmare. And lending a helping hand
now is almost therapeutic.

“When the children heard about this earth-
quake, all of them wanted to come here and

/

help,” says Ashok Pawar, who's supervising
these boys. “But we permitted oaly the scnior
volunteers to help out at Bhachau,” he informs.

These youths, some of them still children,
have their task cut out. “We're going to feed the
victims in a 50-km radius for 45 days. The bhoys
will be in charge of one sector, besides helping
out in tescue efforts. While we take care of
their food, the earthquake victims here can
start rebuilding their homes and their lives,”
says Shantilal Mutha, national president of the
Sangathan.

And even as fecding the panic-stricken popu-
lace is its immediate concern, the Sangathan
eventually intends replicating its Latur deed by
adopting a large number of children orphaned
in the Gujarat calamity and rebuilding their
lives,

“We want to ensurc a good future for those
children whose lives have been ruined by the
earthquake,” declares Babu Bhai of the BIP’s
Khapoli unit. Like his children, he too wants to
lend a helping hand.
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OFFICIAL TOLL 25,000; FOCUS ON REHABILITATION

Hopes of finding survivors recede

By Manas Dasgupta | ')

AHMEDABAD, JAN. 31. The deathitcll

in Friday’s earthquake in Gujdrat

was today officially confirmed” at
ver 25,000, even while uncleared
ebris lay in heaps in large parts
f Bhuj town, district headquar-
ers of Kutch. In Anjar, Rapar and
ther towns only 30 per cent de-
yris has been cleared.

(According to PTY, with signs of
ife almost non- existent under
he rubble, the Government vir-
ually called off rescue operaiions
mnd directed the authorities to
srotect the property of victims
amidst reports of looting in some
areas. The Rescue Secretary, Mr.
5.K. Nanda, said, “We have vir-
tually called off rescue operations
and are concentrating on reljief
and rehabilitation and steps to
prevent the outbreak of an epi-
demic.” Caution was, however,

Fernandes
defends estimate

BANGALORE, JAN. 31. The
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, today defended
his estimate that the toll in
the killer quake in Gujarat
might be more than 1,00,000.
Mr. Fernandes, who was on a
brief visit te the city, told a
television channel that he
was sure of his estimate
since he had travelled widely
in the guake-ravaged parts.
He, later, left for Bhuj to
supervise the reiief
operations being handled by
the defence forces. — UNI

being exercised in clearing the
rubbie in view of occasional re-
ports of finding survivors.}

A “curfew-like” situation pre-
vailed in most parts of Kutch dis-
trict with Army and Border
Security Force personnel toid to
“deal sternly with” and prevent
undesirable persons from looting
valuables and other household
recovered from collapsed build-

ings and dumped at various plac-
es. The Minister of State for
Home, Mr. Haren Pandya, and
the Principal Adviser to the Chief
Minister, Mr. P.K. Lehri, denied a
report in a section of the press
that the Army had cordoped off
Anjar town.

Kandla as bad as Bhuj

For the first time after the trage-
dy, the State Government admit-

Vlllaers who fled the quake-stricken areas, hoping 1o go

ted that the Kandla-Gandhidham
parts of Kutch were as badly af-
fected as Bhuj and other towns.
The casualties based on body
count are already 758 in Gandhid-
ham, while debris was still to be
cleared in at least 20 other sites.

While the toll in other parts, ex-
cluding Kutch, was placed at
1,500, half of it in Ahmedabad city
alone, in the border district it was

someplace, camp at the Ahmedabad rallway station on
Wednesday. — Reuters .

THE HIINDUL

likely to be over 24,000,

This, Mr. lehri claimed, was
based on body count and the in-
formation received an missing
persons on the assumption that
the total loss of lives could be
about five per cent of the six-lakh
population of the district.

Denying that Bhachau town
had been “completely wiped out”
as reported in a section of the
press, Mr. Lehri said though the
damage to property was heavy in
many villages, the human casu-
alty would not be very high in ru-
val Kutch as most people were
believed to have rushed out of
constructed structures or were
living in low-rise houses. Mr. Leh-
ri said the 1otal financial loss had
been estimated at about Rs.
10,000 crores — private property
(Rs 6,000 crores), public property
{Rs. 1,000 crores), trade and in-
dustry (Rs. 2,000 crores) and dam-
age to utilities such as power and
water {Rs. 500 crores each).

Mr. Pandya said the Ahmeda-
bad Collector had seized the files
and records of all buildings which
had collapsed and of those found
unsafe. Samples of the construc-
tion material were also being col-
lected from many sites W
ascertain whether the cause of
collapse were faully construction
and inferior quality materials.

The Chief Minister, Mr. Kesh-
ubhai Patel, left for Bhuj by road
via Radhanpur to personally su-
petvise the rescue and relief work,
Mr. Pandya said Mr. Patel would
be camping in Bhyj as long as re-
quired. The Unjon Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L.K. Advani, too, would be
in Bhuj for a cauple of days.

Second plane from Pak.

While another relief plane from
Pakistan landed at the Ahmeda-
bad airport, second in the last |
days, foreign aid had been re- |
ceived from 23 countries. Mr.
Pandya said the Chief Minister
had written to both the World
Bank and the Asian Development
Bank for an assistance of at least
$1 billicn, of which 70 per o
wout 'y he Too ’

74 ped 10

grant.
source Development Ministry al-
so sanctioned a [s.

The Union Human Re-

150- crore

grant for repairs and reconstruct- |

ion of schoot buildings.
Aftershocks persist
Meanwhile, most parts of the

State continued to suffer after-

shocks, Almost all those living un- |

Cabinet to
discuss quake
today

NEW DELHI, JAN. 31. The Union
Cabinet will meet tomorrow
to discuss the situation in
guake-hit Gujarat. The
meeting will be held after the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, returns
from Chennai, a PMO
spokesman said today.

A meeting of the Cabinet
Comimnittee on
Disinvestment, which was
postponed on Tuesday, is
also scheduled o be held
tomorrow. —— PTI

der constructed structures rushed
out this afternoon when they felt
the tremors. Meteorological de-
partment sources confirmed that
out of the 10 aftershocks since
midnight, the one at 3.12 p.m.
was the strongest measuring 4.7
an the Richter scale. Incidenially,
six of the 10 tremoss today were

above four on the Richter scale, |
causing concern to the author-

ities.

reports, pictures
ages 11, 13, 14, 1



"hreat of epidenics looms large in

Diarrhoea has spread in Anjar, Bhuj; Fresh
tremors keep people on their feet all day

By Radha Sharma
The Times of India News Service

AHMEDABAD: Death could be rearing its ugly
head again, this time from under the debris of cal-
lapsed structures.

Six days after tragedy struck, the stench is becom-
ing unbearable and the threat of an epidemic is star-
ing the state in the face. A non-existent sanitation sys-
tem makes the state a virtual
sitting duck for diseases.
Medical teams apprehend ?
an outbreak of diarrhoea,
cholera, typhoid, gastro-
enteritis, hepatitis  and
tetanus, which could be a
double-blow to the sur-
vivors of this worst-ever
earthquake. Medical teams,
environmentalists and jour-
nalists—all returning from
thequake-ravaged sites—
are talking about the
destruction, the bodies that
are strewn all over and the
foul smell prevalent in these
areas. Even as relief teams—
wearing masks to combat
the stench—continue to pull
out the dead, there seems to
be no end to the problems
encountered. )

“Invisible under the rub-
ble, thousands of bodies are
fast decomposing, withmag-
gots and soil bacteria feast-
ing on them. An outbreak of
diarthoea should not come
as a surprise,” warns preven-
tive social medicine expert
Dr Jitendra Adhia, who is
just back from an extensive
tour of Bhuj, Anjar and
Bhachau.

A doctor attached to an
NGO network in Anjar said
that diarthoea had already
spread in Anjar and Bhuj.
Some say that there is no
serious threat as the bodies
are being disposed immedi-
ately after being retreved,
but others disagree.

Environmental consultant
Arunop Roy, who was on a
damage-assessment visit to
Kutch, says, “In the mess all
around, who is paying atten-
tion as to whether or not the
bodies are burning com-
pletely? 1 personally wit-
nessed half-burnt  bodies
strewn all around, being
feasted upon by dogs and
vultures.”

With virtually no sanita-
tion network left in Kutch,
most people are defecating

\\1/

BRINGING THE HOUSE DOWN

out in the open, aggravating fears of large-scale feco-

oral infestations like cholera, typhoid and dysentery.

“The breakdown of the samitation network in
Kutch is total. What is worse. people do not have
water with which to wash their hands after answering
nature’s call. In such a situation, infections are bound
to occur,” says Dr Adhia. So grave is the threat that
the Nav Nirman Abhiyan, a 14-member forum of
NGOs carrying out relief operations in Kutch, issued
a warning in this regard on
Wednesday, “Our volunteers
in Kutch are urging residents
to use water or tissue
paper,” said Gagan Sethi, an
Abhiyvan member.

Larpe-scale surgeries being
- performed in  make-shift
medical centres are also caus-
ing concern. “No one is both-
ered about maintaining ster-
ile conditions during surgery.
It’s natural, given the sheer
numbers of such operations.
But it sure is an open invita-
tion to tetanus,” warns a sen-
ior government orthopaedic
Surgeon.

Rumours of an outbreak
of plague in Kutch have
‘already spread like wildfire,
resulting in an exodus of peo-
ple from the district to ‘safer’
areas like Radhanpur,
Mehsana and Palanpur in
north-Gujarat. “The rumour
is absolutely false and base-
less, and is unnecessarily cre-
% ating a scare. There 15 no

. threat of plague,” asserted Dr
Vijay Bhatia, secretary of the
Indian Medical Association.
Meanwhile, the nightmare
for guake-siricken residents
of the state continued, with
people rushing out onto the
streets all day long after
experiencing fresh tremors.

From 2 a.m. on Tuesday,
the region experienced nine
more tremors of sizeable
intensity ranging from
between 3.7 to 4.7 gn the
Ritcher Scale, forcing resi-
dents in Ahmedabad, Rajkot
and even Surat {o Stay away
from their houses and
offices. The biggest tremor
on Wednesday was felt at
about 312 p.m. in Surat.
. bringing to a halt rescug and
relief work with security per-
- sonnel apd other people
. running for cover.

- » More quake reports,
photographs on
Pages 7 & 11

P See Edit: Dealing with

Disaster, Page 12 //

7




" Minister I| kSG j?/rat...

tragedy in Kerala last year,
charge he had denied, said he al
¢ Gid not want to give room for any-
« one 1o draw political mileage and
! incite people.
i John declined to say whether
‘J he quit on his own volition or was
, asked by Krishna to do so, but
" sources said that the Chief Minis-
! ter and his senior ministerial col-
leagues convinced him that his
continuance as a Minister had be-
comeuntenable,

As BIP reacted angrily, de-
manding sacking of the Minister
and threaterning to hold a state-
wide protest, Krishna and his se-

nior mﬁﬂgters watched video |
footage of a television channel |
containing John's controversialre- |
marks made at a function organ- \
ised by a Christian organisation |
here on Tuesday.

Earlier, after attacking Johnata
news conference, demanding his |
arrest for allegedly ‘promoting ill- |
will between two communities’,
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders |
went in a delegation and met Kr-
ishna, who assured them that he ‘
would seek an explanation from [
the Minister regarding the context
inwhich he made the remarks. /J
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~Minister links
Gujarat quake
to attack ony;
Christians, quits

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA N

@NGALDRE. JANUARY 3% L

KARNATAKA Minister T
John resigned today in the wake
of a controversy over his remarks
tinking the Gujarat earthquake to
attacks on Christians in that state

embarassing the SM Krishna-led

Congress government, {1\

John, in charge of th a-
structure and Civil Aviation de-
partment, guit after a long meet-
ing with Krishna and his senior
ministerial colleagues, as the issue
threatened to snowball into a ma-
jor political row and his continu-
ance appeared untenable.

John, whose remarks that the
earthquake was "God’s way of re-
acting to attacks on Christians”
put him in the dock, announced
his decision to reporters saying "1
have resigned to avoid embarass-
ment to Krishna and his govern-
ment and to the Congress, which
believesin secutar principles.”

The Minister, who was em-
broiled in a controversy when his
name was linked with the hooch

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NDIAN EXPRES:



RUMOUR- MONGERS HAVE A FIELD DAY

Quake damage put at
over Rs. 25 000 cr.

9 Ky Cﬁf“'" ot
By Manas Dasgupia

AHMEDABALD, JAN. 30. Authoritics in
the quake-hit areas ol Gujarat are
hoping the worst is over bul are
still assessing the situation closely
hefore giving an all-clean signat,

The State has been hit by 10
more tremors since midnight last
nighi, urie of them, which struck
at 5.25 a.im., measuring 4.5 on the
Richter scale.

But the Government is not pre-
pared to take chances right now,
The Minister of State for Home,
Mr, Haren Pandya, said “'we are
closcly monitoring the situation.
The experts have told us the worst
may be over.” It would be some
more time before the Govern-
ment was able to persuade people
ta return to their hoines.

The Government has also (o
fight rumour mills and the proph-
ets of doom quoted by some cable
television networks as predicting
yet another disastrous shock in
the coming days or even months.
The panic among the residents of
Ahmedabad and other placesis so
acule that five days after the (rag-
edy most of the structures with
roofs are stitl empty. Shamiana
dealets arc doing brisk business
with tents put up in almost ali res-
idential colonies,

All steps were being taken to
counter the rumour-mongers and
instruct the cable television net-
works to stop  sensationalising
things. "“'hey must instead help
to restorc nermality in the affect-
ed areas, particularly Ahmeda-
bad, where life has come to a total
standstill,” the Minister said.

Mr. Pﬂndya said the Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes’

1o i

statement about the t | Lrusam;,
the one lakh-mark “nmpay be his
personal assessment affer visiting
Kutch and other affected arcas.”
The State Government stuck to its
assessment of 20,000-plus casual-
ties, based on the actual body-
count, which so far was 6,566 and
the estimates of the people still
feared trapped under debris.

While the State authorities are
yel to reach an assessment on the
likely loss of property, the Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry claimed that the damages
to the private and public property
would be not tess than Rs. 25,000
crores besides a daily production
loss of about Rs. 450 crores (o
trade and commerce. The dam-
age to property in Ahmedabad
alone has been estimated at Rs.
10,000 crores.

While the tell in Ahmedabad
was put at 739 with at least 20
more bodics leared still trapped,
the firc brigade rescued a 25-year-
old woman, Naliniben Kumbhar,
and her two-year-old son, Keyur,
five days after the tragedyv, from
under the rubble of the four-
storcyed Mangalam  apartments
in (he Maninagar area. Of the 171
affected buildings, 68 had almost
collapsed and the authoritics de-
cided to pull down at least 23
buildings said to be unsafc.

We must share the
burden, says PM

By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW JAN. 30. The Prime Min-
ister, Mt. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day said the country must be

prepared to share the financial
burden brought on by the quake.
The aid coming from abroad was
in the lorm of loans which had to
be repaid with due interest.

Mr. Vajpayee said he had made
an avrial survey of the affected ar-
eas and also undertaken a tour by
road 1o come w grips with the
magnitude of the disaster.

1le refused to give an estimate
of the casualties, saying several
people were still (rapped under
the debris. On Mr. George Fer-
nandes’ remarks that over one
lakh persons had perished, the
Prime Minister lermed it the De-
fence Ministet's ‘personal assess-
ment”.

Gas-cutters and electric saws
needed to cut through the con-
crete were being procured from
abroad, he said, adding blankets
were urgenily needed in the af-
fected areas. Reliel material from
all over the country and abroad
was pouring in, he said, “We are
grateful for this splendid re-
sponse.”’

He felt thatl apart from ascer-
taining the number of bodies, a
list of orphans and missing per-
sons must be prepared, and
hoped every single casualty
would be accounted for.

The Prime Minjster also said an
all-party meeting had been con-
vencd for February 3 in New Delhi
to discuss rehahilitatinon mea-
sures. The Crisis Management
Group, headed by the Cabinet
Secretary, was meeling twice dai-
ly. State-level committees needed
to be formed to cope with such
disasters, he said.

ﬁ“E ‘r“NDU
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An aerial view of the earthquake- devastated centre of Bachau town, 70 km east of Bhuj. — y
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Nation digs deep intoits soul for Gujarat

HY Correspondenmt

,
New Delhi, January 30 Y\ v\ Aa\\

ON THE fourth day after the c;t;‘
quake, relief workers 11 Gujarat contin-
ved to extricate corpses from the state's
concrete graveyards, But elsewhere,
India was digging deep into its soul. It
has come up with both relief supplies-
and hope. Supplies are pouring into
devastated Gujarat. Nearby
Maharashtra has opened up its hospi-
tals in Mumbai and Pune, Political par-
ties have cast their cynicism aside and
are rushing supplies to Gujarat.

The ruling Nationalist Congress Party
sent off two truckloads of medicines,
blankets, food and other essentials on
Monday. Accompanying the relief were
dactors and nurses. The NCP's rival in
Maharashtra, the BIE has begun its
refiet effort by organising blood dona-
tion camps and helping co-ordinate
other refief measures.

Accept taxes willingly, says PM

PRIME MINISTER Vajpayee said in Lucknow on Tuesday that the Gujarat earth-
quake had cast a shadow over the Union Budget. The quake-triggered econom-
i¢ setback has beer colossal, he saig, adding: "I'm sure people will willingly
accept the new taxes as they are fully aware of the fact that the burder is not
hecause of wrong policies of the government®, An all-party meeting has been
convened in Delhi on Februaty 3 to deal with the Gujarat situation. HTC, Lucknow |

And in Chennai, the state assembly
passed a special resolution whercby
MLAs would donate a month's salary
towards Gujarat's rehabilitation.

But it isn't fust political parties who
have come forward to stand by Guijarat.

Tamil Nadu MLAs were following the
cxample of state government employ-
ees who decided to contribute a day's
wages. Government employces in
Rajasthan have done the same.

And political parties have directed
their workers to make personal eontri-
butions to the relief kitry, b'fore going

out to solicit dopations,

Wealthy industrial houses have also’

come  forward. Dhitubhai Ambani,
patriarch of the Rcliance group of
industries, has contributed Rs 5 crorte
to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund.
And workers at TISCO have donated a
day's wages-totaling Rs 3 crore. Tata
Steel has also rushed supplies of bloog
and blankets to Bhuj.

The Industrial Development Bank of
India has pledged another Rs 5 crore:
Rs 1 erore towards the Prime Minister's
relief fund, and the vest towards the

construction of homes and hospitals.

At the badly hit Kandla port, the Navy
has converted s ships, the INS
Nirdeshak and the INS Jamuna, into
floating hospitals, and rushed medical
teams to Jamnagar and Bhuj.

While several agencies work towards
treating Gujarat’s sick and wounded,
the Punjab goveynment has decided to
provide victims cooked food. Punjab
Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal has
offered to have meals for ane lakh peo-
pte cvery aithifted to Gujarat.

The meals wonld be cooked at the
Golden temple in Amritsar.

The LIC has also reacted to the
tragedy in a very humane way. Apart
from setting up.xelief camps, it has also
made settlement of claims a simpler
atfair, It will accept death certificates
issued by any local authority, in case
municipal certificates are not available.

(With inputs from Mumbai, Chennai,
Jaipur and Clmndigarh’;’ )
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Relief pours in as

« . nations _hike aid

By OQur Special Corresponden qu?annnunced donation  of one

| NEW DELH), JAN, 30. Quake relief do-

nations from abroad and within
the country continued to pour ia
today with the British, German
and Australian Governments rais-
ing the financial assistance in
view of the severity of the disaster,
Ministers and Merbers of Parlia-
ment also announced donations
while public sector companies
like the Videsh Sanchar Nigamn
Limired [VSNL) pitched in as well,
‘The British Government has in-
creased #s alloration to Rs. 70
crorves (10 million poundsj. 1t has
also arranged to fly out three air-
craft with tents and other shelter
iremy from the Department for
International  Development. A
fourth aireraft carrying wrawma
equipment and plastic sheeting
has also been despatched.
Germany has made a commit-
ment of Rs, 27 crores, including
fungs for a Red Cross mobile hos-
Tal in Bhy, water purifying in-
and housing

seeVnian g

month's salary and Rs. (0 lakhs
allocation from the MP Local Atea
Development  (MPLAD)  fund.
These include the Urban Devel-
apment Minister, Mr. fagmohan,
the Lok Sabha Speaker, My
G.M C. Balayogi, Minister of State
for Petrolewm, Mr, & Ponnuswa-
my, and the Rajva Sabha member,
M. Ravi Shankar Prasad. in addi-
sion, Mr. Jagimohan announced a
contribution of Ra 25,000 from
the trust constituted from the roy-
alties of his old books,

The Depury Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, Ms. Najma Heptut-
fah, has donated Rs. 1 crore out of
her MPLAD fund. She has also
writtent to the Government io
suitably amend the guidelines for
the MPLAD Pund which restrict
MPs from allocating the funds on-
ly in their respective constinuen-
cies, The VENL has announced a
donation of Bs. 10 crores to the
PM's Relief Fund white the oil
sector PSHs will becontributing
Rs, 40 crores.
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Pak relief plane lands

PE | h\’uz

Our Delhi Bureau
NEW DELHI 30 JANUARY
HE FIRST Pakistani relief
Taircraft, a military C-130
plane, arrived in
Ahmedabad on Tuesday with
relief material for the Gujarat
yuake victims. Pakistani officials
here said two more aireraft would
be despatched over the next cou-
ple of days with more material.
But an unforeseen problem
has arisen as the world rushes aid
into Gujarar. The relief planeloads
from overseas are running into a
traffic jam over Gujarar's skies,
Large cargo aircraft like Boeeing
747s carrying 100 tonnes of mate-
rial cannot land in Bhuj, a viny air-
port without any capacity for
quick or efficient off-loadingl.
Ahmedabad airport is iiself
not much bigger, with rough esti-
mates holding that the airport may
be clogged for three hours flat out
if such aircraft landed there,
A large number of such cargo
atrcraft are therefore landing in
Delhi and Mumbai and the materi-

BURY THE HATCHET: A Pakisiani air force plane unloads blankets

and tents at the Ahmedabad airport on Tuesday. — AFP

als are then being transported by
road, rail or air in smaller batches,
This is adding o the time-lag of
getting relief to the quake victis,
which in the current situation is
frustrating, officials said, since

The Ecoi.iic

time is of vital imporiance.
Pakistan  despatched a
planeload of tents and blankets for
India’s earthquake victims on
Tuesday, following a day of need-
less crossed wires over whether

99 AN 1T

mid debris
)

—

New Delhi would accept help
from its enemy. A Fakistani mili-
tary transport C-13( aircraft took
off from Islamabad airport at 9:24
a.m., headed for Ahmedabad.

Pakistani officials were quoted
as saying that Pakistan had sent
200 tents and 2,500 hlankets in
the aircraft and would send three
similar consignments over the
next two days,

Seven cargo planes were due
to land in Bhuj throughout the day.
These included two planes with
water equipment from the
German Red Cross and a Finnish
Red Cross flight carrving a 350-
bed field hospital, Britain is send-
ing out four more planes carrying
ahout 1,200 tents and emergency
relief equipment.

Announcing that Britain
would increase its aid for the
parthouake victims to £10 million,
international development minis-
ter Clare Short said blankets, shel-
ter and food would be priority
items flown to India in four more

planeloads. P



By Manas Dasgupta r‘L,/L

AHMEDABAD, JAN., 29. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Aral RBeharl Vaj-
payee, loday admitted that the
Gujarat Governmenl had been
initially “slow” to react 10 Friday's
quake and said the Centre would
sed up a permanent National Di-
saster Management Cell to rush
assistance in such a sitwation,

(A LT report quoted officials as
saving the toll could go beyond
30,000 and that it could be over
20,000 in Bhuj alone. Foltowing
[resh tremors in Ahmedabad and
the continuing shocks in the
Kutch region, including Bhuj,
panic-stricken  residents  began
migrating to safer places amid
fears of an outbreak of epidemics
what with to decomposed bodics
lying undcr the debiis.)

Talking to mediapersons here
after a visit to some ol the affected
areas in Kulch district and Ahme-
dahad city this evening, Mr, Vaj-
payee said he had never seen a

natural disaster ol such fury™
and assured all necessary assist-
ance to the State Government. Tt

TREMORS €O

o PM grants Rs. 500 cr.;

s not necessary to formally de-
ddre the quake a “national ca-
amity” but the Centre was
reating’ it as one.

o curbs on foreign aid’
Describing the quake as “one of
worst natural calamities in the
country and the world,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said the Centre had decid-
ed (o remove all restrictions on
accepting foreign technoingy and
assistance for the rehahilitation
and reconstruction of the alfected
areas.

Annopuncing an immediate as-
sistunce of Rs. 500 crores from the
National Calamity Fund, which
he said was ouly initial help and
that more would be coming as
and when reqguired, and anather
Rs. 20 crores from the Prime Min-
ister's Relic!’ Fund, Mr, Vajpavee
said the Centre had approached
the World Bank and the Asian De-
velopment Bank lor a soft loan of
ahout Rs. 6,500 crores. In addi-
tion, the Finance Ministry was
taking several steps (o provide re-
sources Lo meet the catamity in-
cluding relaxation of the cap on
the State Governiment’s ways and

World Bank to provide $300 m

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. The World Bank today offered an immediate
assistance of $ 300 million for emergency rehabilitation work. In
the second phase, it will put together a long-term package for a
new loan. The announcement was in response to a request ioday
by the Finance Minister, Mr, Yashwant Sinha, The Bank has offered
assistance in two phases, First, about $ 300 million would be avail-
ablc immediately. Second, within six months, the Bank alung with
the Gujarat Government would put together a longer-term recon-
struction amd disaster mitigation package for which a new loan
would be provided, most likely on concessional terms,

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has also expressed read-
iness to exiend ail financial and technical assistance within its
capability to help Gujarat and the Central Government. As a start,

the ADB is ready (o deploy a team of disaster management ex
to assess the damuge and determine an action plan to conts

mitigate the quake’s impact.

More reports on Pa

More report}sg#ages, 13, 14,

i ]

means account with the Reserve
Bank, while aid from nmany na-
tional and international sources
was pouring i

The Prime Minister, who was o
undertake an aerial survey of Bhuj
and address a press conlerence
here at & pool was more than
three hours behind schedule be-
vause he changed his progrannme
to meet the aifected people in the
district. Brushing aside security
objections that therc was no bul-
let-proof car available, Mr. Vaj-
payee lorced the authorities to
fand his helicopter at Kandla and
went in an ordinary car te Bhuj,
about 60 km away, visiting Anjar
town and Ratnal and Kukma vil-
lages en route. He was accompa-
nied by the Home Minister, Mr. [
K. Advani. and some central )P
leaders.

Pointing out that during the
Orissa cyclone and the quake now
the rescue and relief operations
faced “practical difficulties™ and
that the counity was “still not
equipped and prepared” to meet
4 calamity of such magnitude, he
said it had been decided to set up
a permancent National Disaster
Managument Cell.

The coell, details of which were
being worked out, would procure
necessary equipment, which this
time had 1o be rushed from for-
cign countrices to detect life under
the debris, help to rush rescue
and relief materials, and he al-
ways prepared to rise to the occa-
sion in such a sitwation besides
keeping a constant vigil,

4
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A sorrowful Mukesh Purohit throws a handful of rice onto the funeral pyre of his frlend Hemapg Amin’s famnly at a cremation

ground in Ahmedabad. The entire Amin family consisting of Hemang, his wife Alka ang

2,

eir two children, Ishan and

Vishwa, were kilted when their four-story Chandrama Apartments pd lapsed. — AP
e
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PM announces

Rs 500-cr quake
reliel package

P
Rathin Das H# {
Ahmedabad, January 29

AFTER A a tour of some of the
worst-hit areas of earthgnake-dev-
astated Gujarat, Prime Minister
Vajpayee today announced a pre-
fiminary Rs 500 crore relief pack-
age for the state.

Mr Vajpayee conceded: “It took

_ ytime to settle things in terms of the

-]

official miachinery getting into
action, because of the holiday
{Republic Day).”

He anpounced j

more needy. Y.

The Prime Minister a
that an Empowered
Ministers {EMG) have
stituted to constaatly !
situation in Gujarat and take
speedy steps for proper mobilisa-
tion and coordination of relief and
retiabilitation activities. The EMG
would be headed by Union Home
Minister LK. Advani and would
comprise the Ministers of
Defence, Finance, Food, Health,
Urban Development and Housing.

that a national
disaster manage-
ment cell would
be set up in Delhi
“to take care of
national calami-
ties and their
relief and rescue
measures”,

_ The PM aetially
surveyed the
worst-hit district
ot Bhuj. Then,
after [anding in
“the port ity of
Kandla, he drove
back for three
hours to Bhuj via

‘declined to accept isiamab-

e . While describing °
Relief from Pak Qo ek
“nationai calami-
ty", Mr Vajpayee
declined to specu-
late on a final
death toll. “There
are a lot of figures
going around, I'm
pot going to com-
ment on that,” he
said.

Defence Minister
George Fernandes
had yesterday esti-
mated the death
toll at  “20,000,
probably more.”

PAKISTAN ON Monday
announced it wodld begin air-
lifting a large quantity of tents
and biankets 10 Ahmedabad
for distribution amang earth-
quake victims after India con-
vayed its wilingness 1o accept
its offer of refief suppiies,
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar
said. Eatlier,  General Pervez
tMusharraf said India had

ad’'s offgr to send refief sup-
plies. -
Wubashir Zaldt, Islamabad

Officially, the

the ghost towns of Ratnal, Anjar
and Ukma stapping only to talk to
villagers on the way. He did it
despite misgivings expressed by his
Special Pratection Group person-
nei about using non-bullet cars.

In the state capital, residents of
Ridhi  apartmenss  returned
cheques of Rs 1 lakh they had
receved as compensation for their
destroved houses. They told the
PM that they were contributing
the money for relief work for the

death toll (based on the body
count so far) is 6,362, with more
than 15,000 injured.

Mr Vajpayee called for cross-
party unify to accelerate the relief
efforr. "We must all st aside polit~
ical differences and tackle this
together. We are trying to speed it
(retief work) up,” he said.

ON PA 11 AND 13

® Tremor in Bangaiore K
& US Gujaratis mount refiet ;
® Critica! railway link NM-V




~Diplomatic aftershocks,

o political tremors

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI Jan. 29. — The
Gujarat earthquake has caused
diplomatic aftershocks and
political tremors. For such occa-
aions are often messy and mis-
understandings can happen.

For instance, it was a case of
“Thank you, Gen Musharraf,
but no thank you.” According to
the Pakistani military ruler, he
had offered blankets and tents
for the quake victims but New
Dielhi asked for sniffer dogs.
And when he offered sniffer
dogs, India prefered Swiss
sniffer dogs.

While Gen Musharraf said he
offered help but the response
was “unfortunate” and added
that “they said they had plenty
at home. They thanked us”
India said such remarks are “a
trifle misleading”.

The foreign  ministry
spokesman said: “No offer of
assistance was declined... We
are in fouch with Pakistan. The
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad conveyed to the
authorities there about the
specific requirements that are in
consonance with our priorities”,
He added that there was no

Pak aid will be
accepted: PM

AHMEDABAD, Jan. 29. —

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee

today said if Pakistan offered -

aid for quake-hit Gujarat,
" [ndia would readily accept it. |

He was talking to reporters

here. — SNS
country-specific demand for
relief and [ndia would accept
assistance from everywhere.

The Crisia Management
Comamittee spokesman Mr
Bhaskar Barua todav said
India “does not ask anybody for
aid” and when guestioned
ahout Pakistan, he said the
only offer had come from the
Aga Khan Foundation. He said
the Centre had asked other
countries to specify what it is
gsending and only then would
aid be accepted. It is seen as a
more diplomatic way of
refusing offers of blankets and
biscuits.

What India actually needs is
medical teams with tents, beds,
medicines, ambulances and
mobile operating theatres. Also

required are equigment for
lifting debris and cufting stone
slabs and clothes for burvivors.
NGOs were welcome Wo set up
large tents. Biscuits, bread and
milk powder as well as
drinking water pouches were
urgently needed, sourees satd.

Rules simplified

The Centre today considerably

simplified the procedure to
enable foreign countries and
organisations contribute for
guake relief without any
hassles, & home ministry
spakesman said.

No permission would be
required for the receipt of
foreign contribution in the
PM’s Relief Fund, the Chief
Minister's Relief Fund or any
other fund set up by the state
government or any of its
departments.

No permission would alsa be
required if the foreign contri-
bution is sent to any govern-
ment department/agency/loca
body.

Political parties have als
begun drumming up funds fo
the people of Gujarat. The BJ

& See ATD: page 8
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~European Union f

By Sushma Rarnachandran L2

WEW DELWI, 1aN. 28, The Furopean Uninn do-
nors, as part of reliet measures for the Gujarat
earthquake victims, will seek to provide. in the
long term, assistance tor rebuilding homes
and reviving the economy through small and
fheditun etiterprises, hesides helping in in-
frasunctural development like bridges and
1elecom projects. This was stated by the vis-
iting Commissioner for External Relations of
the European Unjon, Mr. Chris Patien, today.
Iy an informal chat with The Hindu, he said
the need for assistance in these areas was
mentioned by the Finance Minister, Mr. Yash-
want Sinha during their meeting today.

Mr, Patten said India and the Luropean
Unian were seeking ro resolve a major irritant
in bilateral relations by setting up a join con-
sultative working group on an ti-dumping. 1he
groupr would seek to ensure that the ssue of
anti-dumping investigatiorns does not poison
the cordial bilateral ties betweeql India and the
¢i), The need for an institutional mechanism
1o have a dialogue on this issuge had been felt
for somne time. The Indo-EU joint Commis-
sion meeting next month would discuss the
issue,

Mr. Patten said anti-dumping investigations
do not have the purpose of limiting trade. The
aim was to ensure that trade was more gpen
and countries abided by rules. Referring to the
spate of disputes hetween the EU and India o0

logue on a regular basis.

As far as the number of cases conceined, he
felt the Indian side had flled more disputes
against the kU than the other way round.

Another joint working group on mforma-
tion technology hat been set up and it was
expected to discuss the speciiics of cuoper-
ation in this sector at e first mecting (o be
netd here tomorrow. Yet another joint work-
ing group of officials and experts is being set
up on terrorism.

Earlier, the first indo-EU Round Table vzl

Jaunched with eminent persons from hoth
sides attending the meeting. The Round Tabte
is co-chaired by former tome Secretary, My
N.N. Vohra and Mr. G. Frerichs, President of
{he Furopean Lconomic and

Sacial commiitee.

The Pxternal Affairs Ministel, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, delivering the opening address, said he
had proposed estahlishment of such d forum
when he met Mr. Patten in Brussels in Sep-
tember last. Given s nun-g(wernmenm? rid-
qure, the Round Table was expected To po
heyond the scope of discussions associated
with inter-governmental hodies. Though non-
hinding, its recommendations would provide
digect inputs to both government and Burope-
an institutions. Amnong the issues proposed 10
be taken by the Round Table are trade and
globalisation, crime and drug trafficking, enwvi-
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or aid to re
e

; ﬁhmpiug, he said there was a need for dia-

r—

uild homes

et and sustainable development and
socidl and cultural matters.

As long-standing partners, India and the KU
had o build upon the past and take forward
the spirit of Lisbon where the fitst-ever EU-
indie sunmunit was held last year, Mr. Patten
said. Mr. Paten also addressed the Indian
husiess community today at a meeting orga-
nised by rhe FICCI where he sought 1o set at
rest misapprehensions about the Waorld Trade
Organisation (W0, “while understandable.
| belicve they are miscenceived.”

White clarifving the issue of linking trade
with environment and Jabour standards, he
cmid civil sogicties were legitimately  €on-
cerned abnul these issues.

Ta avoid legitimate environrmental con-
cerns heing abused by protectionists, the.
W0 rule boak needs to be clarified on that
count. If things are left as they are, the WTO
paneis will continge 1o make decisions affect-
ing the environment. These must remain the
nrerogative of sovereign gnvemments," he
felt,

On fsbour standards, he said the EU does
Lot envisage negotiating this it a new round.
though athers would certainty want 10 do so.
e fovited [ndia to work with the B 1o creae
a credible alternative o pre-cmpt protection-
jsm A muldu- institutional dialogue on trade
and social development ¢ Zide a round coul
he one such option.




~ w5 Enough relief but no

By Kalpana Sharma

BHUJ, JAN, 29. Three days after the
massive earthquake that devas-
tated Gujarat, particularly Kutch,
there are still villages whers no
help has reached. One suct vil-
lage is just 5 to 7 km from Bhuj.

Sukhpar has been flatiened.
You would not know this if you
drove past it. But walk through
any lane and you see scenes remi-
niscent of the devastation in La-
tur, Maharashtra, in 1993
Beautiful old houses, temples,
new constructions are now just a
pile of rubbie, twisted metal, glass
shards and personal belongings
strewn all over the place.

Even this relatively well-to-do
village, with a tnajority of Patels,
is in a state of shock. Families
huddle together under bamboo
and tarpaulin-covered tents. They
have pooled their resources, run a
community kitchen and survived
three nights in the open. "We
have helped ourselves,” says Pra-
milaben. But no one from the
Government has yet come to find
out what they need. The lone
earthmover removing rubble be-
longs to a privaie contractor.

Like many other villages in
Kutch, Sukhpar has links stretch-
ing across the world, Mr. N.V. Bu-
dia, a postal worker in England,
stands sadly in front of his half-
compleied house. “I moved to En-
gland in 1967 and decided to
build a house here so that I could
come and go. This earthquake has
changed all that.”

Not far from his house is a Swa-
mi Narayan temple built by the
community with contributions
from their kin living abroad. Tts
100-foot-high tower has been
knocked sideways. Adjacent to
the temple is a house where the
owner ambitiously provided a
ramp on which he would drive his
brand-new Indica. Now the ramp
has collapsed and the car is
squashed below a cement slab.

The task of counting the dead
and assessing damage to property
is virtually impossible, given the
spread of the tragedy. The civil
administration is  seriously
strapped because the State con-
tinues to be without electricity,
water and telephone links.

Open-air collectorate
The collectorate of Bhuj is
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working in the open. The Co]le@-

tor conducts meetings on his
lawns, surrcunded by debris.
Ham radio operators are his only
way of keening contact. Teams of
volunteers twrn up asking what
they should do. In the midst of
such acute infrastructure prob-
lemns, there appears to be no cen-
tral direction coming out of the
local administration.

As a result, one lot of volunteers
does not know that the other ex-
ists, though they could help each
other. On January 27, a team of 25
doctors flew in from Delhi with
the Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes. .But having arrived,
the faculty from the All-India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences found
no ooe to direct them. They are
now operating in a makeshift tent
on the Jubilee Maidan in the heart

of the city in a camp run by the

RSS. The doctors work without
electricity and do what they can to

end limbs and bandage
wounds, They face an acute short-
age of spfints and stretchers.

Their urgent need fur at least a
temporary operation theatre can-
not be fulfilled because there is no
electricity and the civil hospital
has been destroyed. These spe-
cialists say they are doing no
more than advanced first-aid as
streams of the wounded continue
to pour in.Unknown to this team,
a group of doctors from Mumbai
fiew into Bhuj on Sunday, bring-
ing with it a portable generator,
tables that could be used for oper-
ations, sterilisers and medicines.
After a day of trying to find out
where they shouid go, the dociors
gave up and returned to Mumbai,

The absence of a central control
room to monilor relief measures

coordination

is already becoming evident.
While it may be too early to judge
— as the task of finding the living
under the debris is the most ur-
gent — it is clear that a system
needs to be established urgently.
Ms. Sushma Ivengar, represent-
ing a coalition of NGOs working in
Bhuj, says the need of the hour is
supplies and not more people
pouring into Bhuj.

She says the city will collapse if
supplies continue (o arrive in an
unplanned manner and volun-
teers appear without knowing
what to do. Instead of ensuring
that food reaches the areas where
no help has been given, trucks
drive through Bhuj distributing
prepared packets of food and sa-
chets of water to whoever hap-
pens to be around. This, says Ms.
Iyengar, is not a constructive way
to help in the present crisis.

Pl



Shattered Gujarat struggles to cope with widespread chaos

Desperation sets in among Kutch’s famished

| J /\
Vajpayee announces
Rs 500 cr central 4\
aid for quake relief

The Times of India News Service

AHMEDABAIWNEW DELHI
Ignoring the weatherman’s advice
not to visit Gujarat in view of the
impending aftershocks, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpavee
toured some of the quake-ravaged
areas on Monday, accompanied by
a high-level ministerial delegation
which also included home minister
LK. Advani.

After an aerial survey, Mr
Vajpayee announced central assis-
tance of Rs 300 crore. He told
journalists that he had already
sanctioned Rs 10 crore from the
PM’s Relief Fund and pledged Rs
20 cr more from the kitty. He also
announced that a national disaster
management cell would be set up
in Delhi to tackle the fallow of
natural calamities.

Mr Vajpayee was accompanied
by health minister C.P. Thakur,
railway minister Mamata
Banerjee, senior BIP leader Sahib
Singh Verma and army chief S.
Padmanabhan.

Three days after the quake (lat-
tened many parts of Gujarat. offi-
cial estimates put the toll at 20,000,
although most private and state
agencies have contested the figure.
The unofficial figure has been put
at 50,000 dead. Meanwhile, hopes
of finding survivors in the guake-
ravaged areas are fast fadine

mainly due to the seemingly
unsurmountable odds that the
relief personnel and volunteer
groups are facing,

Rescue operations have been
stepped up in most places with
assistance from foreign experts
and cquipment, But the general
picture of relief operations is one
of total chaos.

The government is still to put in
place an effective machinery that
can reach out to victims spread
over the vast hinterland. Even for-
eign aid workers do not have a
clue as 1o how to reach the most-
affected areas.

A large Israeli tcam, which was
to fly in with a field hospital to
Bhuj from New Delhi on Tuesday,
was told instead to land in
Ahmedabad. With 150 personnel,
it is ope of the biggest teams of
dactors Israel has ever sent for a
natural catastrophe outside the
country. It was only after much
persuasion that the team was final-
ly allowed 1o land in Bhuyj.

A senior IAS officer al the
Gandhinagar control room said,
“We are [acing problems with the
distribution of relief material as
we do not have a functional sys-
tem in place.” The problem, the
official added, had been com-
pounded by a lack of communica-

timre Fremibirine

The Times of incia News Service
AHMEDABAD: Having lived without food and
water for four days, survivors of the carthquake in
Kutch district have started looting vehicles carrying
food packets and other relief material.

Officials in the carthquake control rooms in
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar said there was uotter
chaos on the roads leading to Bhuj, Bhachau, Rapar
and Anjar in Kutch district, with people pouncing on
vehicles arriving with relief materials. Incidents of
looting, which started un Sunday, confinued on

Monday even as the Prime Minister toured the dis-
trict. “Things may get out of hand as people are get-
ting quite desperate,” an official deputed for relief
coordination said in Ahmedabad. Hundreds of
teucks and other vehices are on their way to Bhuj
from: Ahmedabad, and there are fears that they will
never reach the western parts of Kotch district if the
looting continues.

Meanwhile, relief material is arriving in
Ahmedabad in a delage from all over the country
and abroad,

iN THE EYE OF THE QUAKE

Hope of finding survivers is fast diminishing

perations are floundering,

recovets in a hospitai in Rhni an Manday,

EMERGING FROM THE SHADOWS: A local l‘sident, Babbiben,

AP

Economy feels

h

{remors, tough fiscal
steps are inevitable

By Priya Ranjan Dash

NEW DELHI: The country's flag-
ging cconomy is likely to face
enormous costs for repairing the
damage done by the killer earth-
quake that has devastated large
parts of Gujarat, India’s second
most industrialised state, econo-
mists said on Monday.

Finance minister Yashwant
Sinha also acknowledged that
€Normous rgsources were required
for the reconstruction and rehabil-
itation of the affected people.

A FICCI estimate puts the
earthquake losses at a colossal Rs
20,000-Rs 25,000 crore, Mr Sinha
said there was no estimate of the
extent of damage as yet, since the
first priority was to carry out relief
work. The finance minister, who
has been under pressure to serve
up a growth-stimulus budget for
India’s slowing economy, said the
catastrophe could hit growth.

Reports of the government con-
sidering a ‘Gujarat surcharge’ on
direct and indirect taxes were dis-
missed by Mr Sinha as “specula-
tion". But tough fiscal measures in
the forthcoming budget had
become inescapable, he said,

The earthquake has made a
huge impact on the government'’s

already gaping deficit. It has
dashed all hopes of the govern-
ment being able to contain its
total borrowings at the targeted
level of Rs 117,000 crore this year
and the plan for cutting borrow-
ings next year. The target,
expressed i terms of a proportion
of GDP, at 5.1 per cent, will be
even more difficult to meet for the
earthquake has taken a toll of the
GDP growth itself.

The borrowings will be higher
as the earthquake imposes mas-
sive expenditure beyond the
budget while dampening revenue
collections from Gujarat, a major
contributor to the national
exchequer. The situation, there-
fore, would scem to suggest that
the government wili have to go in
for an additional revenue mop-up,
perhaps even before it presents
the budget on February 28.

The  National  Calamity
Contingency Fund (NCCF),set up
this year following the Eleventh
Finance Commission recommen-
dations, for instance, has to be
replenished for the withdrawals
already made and the huge with-
drawals now required to be made.
The NCCF, with an initial core
amount of Rs 500 crore, stood
drawn down by as much as Rs 424
crore as of last week due to flood
and drought relief assistance to
states, The initial demand from

(Gujarat is reported to be Rs
crore.
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Atal finds broken rehef chain

OUR BUREAU Q, QQ(

Bhuj. Jan. 29: Prime Mlmster
Atal Bihari Vajpayee today
pledged aid worth Rs 500 crore to
Gujarat and complained that vil-
lages in and around the worst-af-
fected region were not getting the
necessary help fast enough.

Vajpavee said NGQOs were
doing a “good job™ in the affected
areas but a lot more needed to be
done for the victims.

“Relief work needs o be speed-
ed up,” he told reporters in Bhuj
after an aerial and road survey of
the worst-hit areas. “The govern-
ment is surveying the villages,
There is a lack of relief work in
the villages.”

Vajpayee, who visited Ahmed-
abad later in the dav. said the man-

r

th ﬁer in which relief work was pro-

gressmg showed that “the nation
isnotequipped to tackle the crisis.
We had realised after the Orissa
supercyclone that we have no
disaster management cell which
we can activate at the time of a cri-
sig like the one Gujarat is facing
today™.

The Prime Minister announc-
ed that a national disaster manag-
ement cell would be set up shortly
in New Delhi to take care of natur-
al calamities and their aftermath.

In Anjar, a town to the south-
east of Bhuj so far bypassed by the
main rescue effort, the smell of
decomposing bodies hung in the
air. But Vaipavee said there had
been no reports of disease break-
ingout in Gujarat.

elicopter, a
grim-iooking Pr' e M inister said
“the death toll is thereasing™.

He, however, afided that it was
difficult to say how many people
had been killed but cautioned it
“should not be overestimated or
underestimated”. “This is an ex-
traordinary disaster. Everyone
has to face the problem together
shoulder-to-shoulder,” he said.

The Prime Minister said “nei-
ther funds nor any other kind of
assistance will be a constraint™ in
ensuring that the state isrebuilt at
the earliest, Besides the Central
assistance, Vajpayee sanctioned
an additional Rs 20 crore from the
Prirne Minister’s relief fund over
and above the Rs 10 crore already
announced.

Vajpayee, who brushed aside

warnings of the dangers of the
after-tremors to make this visit,
drove 55 km by road from Kandla
to Bhuyj. stopping at Ragnal village
and some other places on the
highway

He visited a destroved village,
amilitary hospital and a collapsed

“apartiment building in Bhuj.

World Bank aid

The World Bank today offered an
immediate assistance of §300mil-
lion as first tranche to carry out
emergency rehabilitation work in
the gquake-hit areas of Gujarat.
Following finance minister Ya-
shwant Sinha's requestfora$1bi-
llien assistance for reconstructi-
on work, the bank said it will pro-
vide both immediate and long-te-

While making the aerial sur- ri support for reconstriction. -
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A After the Shock 9\

Earthquakes — the hammers of God, as they have been called — are
beyond humankind’s ability to forecast accurately. But carthquake ralief
can be managed efficiently to reduce fatalities. The first priority i3 to
rescue those still alive under the rubble. That calls for cranes, blowtorch-
es, sniffer dogs and acoustic equipment. All cranes and blowtorches
available in Gujarat and other states should be rushed to the sites where
multi-storeyed buildings have collapsed. The government should not
fight shy of asking for help from expert search-and-rescue teams from
Japan, Taitwan and the US. The state must mobilise as many orthopaedic
surgeons as possible, and organise blood supplies (after thorough
testing) from all over the country. Termporary shelter, blankets and food
are the next priority, and call for a countrywide mobilisation effort.
For the next week, while the rescue effort is on, political leaders and
VIPs should keep away from the scene lest their presence should deflect
attention from relicf work. The only exceptions are the prime minister,
the home minister, the defence minister and the three service chiefs.
Other ministers and officials would do better to stay in their offices and
help to coordinate operations on the ground. Lessons may be learnt
from the Japanese handling of the aftermath of the Kobe earthquake,

¢ and our own experience in Latur. Temporary camps with ancillary facili-

ties will be needed for the next few months. Gujarat is a rich state, and
the well-to-do will surely rise to the challenge to come to the help of
their unfortunate compatriots.

The tremblor has other harsh lessons to teach us. In many cases, a mul-
ti-storeyed building was reduced to a heap of rubble while its netghbours
escaped unscathed. This selective visitation of disaster distinguished
builders who paid adequate attention to earthquake-proofing regula-
tions from those who cut corners and cheated their clients by getting
areund quality control norms. A comprehensive list of contractors ought
to be compiled, and those guilty of such malpractices should be taken to
task. Atomic power stations and dams have escaped damage; this shows
that effects of earthquakes can be minimised if building regulations are
strictly enforced. As often happens in India, corruption underlies our
avoidable disasters. While earthquakes cannot be avoided, the corrupt
practices of builders can be. As other natural calamities have proved, the
most effective disaster relief organisation tn the country are its defence
forces. The armed services have betfer equipment and greater mobility
than their civilian counterparts; equally importantly, they have so far
been relatively free from political interference and allowed to function
as a professional organisation. They are kept continuously trained, and
have a chain of command not subject to political subversion. There are
several disaster relief agencies and institutions working unobserved in
this country. Media publicity about their role and mgthodology would
help to re-assure the public at times of crisis like this.

g TMES OF 15V



Gujarat jolted

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, iaN. 28. The people of
Gujarat, yet to recover from Fri-
day’'s tragedy, got another jolt
when a guake measuring 5.9 on
the Richter scale, struck early this
marning, The Chief Minister, Mr,
Keshubhat Patel, claimed that
there was no further 1oss of life or
property but warned that another
gquake could strike in the next 48
hours.

The warning created panic
among the people, who had al-
ready spent the last two days out-
doors  braving the  cold
Meanwhile, there was no change
in the toll in the Friday's quake,
officially put at 10.902 yesterday
including a body count of 6,072
However, Mr. Patel said the possi-
bility of the toll going up Lo 20,400
or more could not be ruled out, (A
PTI report quoting official sources
said the toll had already touched
20,000.)

All schools and colleges have
been clused till February 3 (o
avoid the congregation of a large
number of students at one place.

Mr, Patel quoted Dr. Srivastava
of the Indian Meteorological De-
partment as saying that in view of
this morning’s gquake. another
shinck with the same or even more
magnitude could occur.

Urging the residents to stay
away from even slightly damaged
buitdings, be said it was the only
precautionary measure the Gov-
ernment cauld take at this siage.

He, however, denied reports in
some cable television networks
that the cpicentre of Friday's
quake, about 20 km northeast of
Bhuj, had shifted towards Ahme-
dabad. The cpicentre of this
morning's quake was about 15 kin
further easiward bringing Ahme-
dabad. the State’s major city,
much ¢loser to it.

At 6.32 am., panic-stricken
people rushed out of their houses
as the earth began shaking. Of the
over 220 aftershocks felt since Fri-
day, todav’s was the most severe.
Since midnight last night, nine
tremors, whose intensity ranged

from 3.1 to 4.6 on the Richter
scale, were felt in the region. The
last occurred at 9,12 am.

Mr, Patel said rescue teams to-
day began exploring the hitherto
inaccessible walled city areas of
Bhuj, where about 75,000 people
were feared trapped, bur it would
be some time before the rubble
was cleared and actual rescue be-
gun. A communication link with
Bhuj was established through tweo

Beating Retreat
cancelled

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. The Central
Governmeni today decided to
cancel the Beating Retreat cere-
mony scheduled for tomerrow in
view of the massive earthquake
tragedy in Gujarat. The ceremo-
ny marks the end of the Republic
Day celebrations.

The President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, has cancelled his three-
day visit to Jaipur beginning Ja-
nuary 30. Mr. Narayanan, who
was scheduled to leave for the
Rajasthan capital immediately
after paying floral tributes ai the
Gandhi Samadhi at Rajghat here
the same day, cancelled the trip
in the wake of the quake in Guj-
arat, a Rashtrapati Bhavan
spokesman said today.

satellite phone lines today.
Affected towns ‘adopted’

Similar efforts were being made
in other affected towns of Kutch
district with each one them being
“adopted” by a major private sec-
tor company. The Reliance group,
which adopted parts of Bhuj and
Anjar towns, rushed 6,000 of its
employees with necessary equip-
ment and relief materfals there.
while Bhachau was taken up by
Jayprakash Associates, and Rapar
by Larsen and Toubro.

A team of experts from the Na-
tional Building Board from Delhi
would soon arrive here to exam-

ach her.

A baby sobs amid debris

BHUJ, JAN. 28. As rescuers pounded away at the twisted rubble of
buildings looking for dead or survivars, it turned out to be the game
of Russian Roulette — who survives and who dies.

After several hours of frantic but careful digging through the
rubble, the eyes of tense Indian Air Force personnel and policemen
suddenly lit up. They heard the faint sobhing of a baby amidst
mounds of debris of a building in this town.

Hours later, rescuers pulled out Naina Badrasen and her one-and
half-yvear-old daughter Namrata. While Namrata, her pulse weak
after spending 50 hours without food and water, was rushed 10 a
nearby hospital, her mother died before rescue workers could re-

All over quake-ravaged Gujarat, it takes quite a few hours from
the moment of hearing the trapped survivors’ ery for
help to locating their movement and finally pulling them out alive.
Each and every block of rubble has o be dug carefully so as not to
unsettle the already precariously-placed debris and every second is
an intense hattle between life and death. — PTI
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ine damaged buildings, particqi-
larly ir  Ahmedabad, and
determine whether they were safe
for re-ovcupation,

With rescue and relief materials
pouring in from all over the
world, the Government has con-
stituted an External Ald Co-ordi-
nation Cell under the
chairmanship of the Chief Minis-
ter's financial adviser, Mr. 5. K.
Shelat, to coordinate foreign aids.
Already seven flights carrving as-
sistance from the United States,
the Unijted Kingdom, Russia,
Switzerland, Turkey, Germany,
France, Israel, Muscat and other
countrics have reached the city.

Over 20,000 operations

Mr. Patel said 110 specialist
doctors and 450 general practitio-
ners hesides 780 paramedical
staff with 250 medical vehicles
and 200 ambulance vans had re-
ached Bhuj to begin the oper-
ations. Despite the lack of
operation theatres and adequate
staff, over 20,000  seriously
wounded had been operated up-
on ir the makeshift camps in Bhuj
while another 21,000 were shifted
to Patan, Radhanpur, Palanpur,
Deesa, Mehsana, Rajkot, Jamna-
gar, Baroda and even Pune
through some 50 Stare transport
huses.

Mr. Patel said the Government
had demanded an immediate ad
hec assistance of at least Rs. 500
crores from the Centre, adding
the Reserve Bank had agreed to
clear any Government bill as
averdraft in the next one month.
There was no special advantage in
declaring the quake a national ca-
lamity but considering the magni-
tude, it {s as good as a national
calamity”. The Centre had prom-
ised to deal with it accordingly, he .
sald.

The Chief Minister claimed that
the Sardar Sarovar dam on the :
Narmada river was “intact” and
there was “absclutely no dam-
age'’ {o it

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister, .
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, accom-
panied by the Railway Minister,

Ms. Mamata Banerjee, is sched-

uled to arrive in Bhuj lomorrow
for an aerial survey. ‘
PM, Advani briefed

PTT reports:

Mr. Patel was also in constant
touch with Mr. Vajpayee and the
Union Home Minister, Mr. 1., K.
Advani, on the rescue and relief
operationsundertaken  in Bhuj.
Ahmedabad and other paris of
the State.

The Chicf Minister. personallv |
overseeing and monitoring the
relief operations, contacted his
counterparts  in Maharashtra, -
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Pun- -
jab and Tamil Nadu and sought
equipment to temove debris and
blankets, medicines and food-

stuffs. -

More reports on Pages 1%
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’ AFTERSHOCKS CONTINUE; RESCUE WOF

9|
. Quake toll crosses

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, JAN. 27. The (0]l in the carthquake,
which rocked Gujarat on the RepublicDay,
reached a staggering 10,902 today. with anoth-
er 33,000 injured and about 1.5 lakh people
still trapped in debris across Bhuj and other
towns in Kutch district. Their fate is unknown.
(According te UNI, an estimated 16,000 peo-
ple died.)

The border district of Kutch, which bore the
brunt of the fury, was almost completely dev-
astated with the old city areas of Bhuj, district
headquarters, Anjar, Rapar, and Bhachau to-
tally ruined, while the situation in rural Kutch
still could not be ascertained. (According to a
PTIreport, 1,501 bodies have so far been reco-
vered from the debris of the collapsed houses
in Kutch district).

400 children buried

About 400 school children, who were
participating in a procession un the oc-
casion of the Republic Day, were
trapped under the debris of falling
houses in Anjar taluk of Kutch district
in yesterday's earthquake.

The Chief Minister said only a few
children escaped from the falling de-
bris of houses, which collapsed at the
time of earthquake, when they were
passing through a lane.

He said operations were on to rescue
the children. About 50 children were
buried when their school building col-
lapsed even as they were participating
in a republic day function in Ahmeda-
bad. Operations were on to bring them
out.

Considering the situation in the olgd city ar-
eas, still inaccessible with nearly 1.50 lakh
people trapped there, official sources did not
rule out the possibility of the casualties cross-
ing the one lakh-mark. The Chief Minister, Mr.
Keshubhai Patel, who along with the B]P pres-
ident, Mr. Bangaru Laxman, and the general
secretary, Mr. Narendra Modi, visited Kutch
and Morvi lown in Rajkot district, said the en-
tire walled city areas of Bhuj with a papulation
of about 75,000 had caved in and debris

blocked access from all sides, rendering relief
and rescue operations impaossible. The situa-
tion was the same in the old city areas of Anjar
with a population of over 25,000 people, Bha-
chau with over 20,000 people and Rapar with
about 15,000 people. No relief and rescue op-
erations could still be taken up there.

The Bhuj hospital with over 100 patients,
doctors and nurses has heen totally destroyed
with no information about their fate.

The destruction of the civil hospital in Bhuj
also made relief work difficult in the absence
of other major medical installations and be-
cause of an acute shortage of equipment. Ma-
keshift arrangements were made in the open
to pravide medical treatment. At the instance
of the Chief Minister, the [AF deputed a spe-
cial aircraft to rush the emergency cases from
Bhuj to the Rajkot and )Jamnagar civil hospi-
tals. In addition, 10 operation tables with
equipment had been sent to Bhuj.

The entire Kutch district remained without
supply of power and water, and faced an acute
shortage of essential supplies, medical aid and
other necessities. However, the Surajbari
bridge, linking the district with the rest of the
world, which developed cracks, was repaired
and traffic restored this afterncon to transport
retief and rescue equipment.

While the toll in the district alone was put at
over 10,000, the number of dead in Ahmeda-
bad, next worst-hit, rose 10 380 with over 500
people stili feared trapped under the debris of
the 150-o0dd fatlen buildings.

‘The fate of at least 40 more students of the
Sacred Flower Higher Secondary Scheol in the
Maninagar locality was still not known. The
school building collapsed when about 80 stu-
dents were taking a science practical exam-
ination. While about 20 studenls escaped,
jumping from the second floor, rescue work-
ers exiricated 20 bodies and the rest were still
under the wreckage. An official spokesman
put at 226 the toll in Rajkat, excluding Morvi
lown, which alone accounted for over 100
deaths. More than 32,000 people were injured
in Kutch district alone, while the number of
injured in the rest of the State was about 3,000,

Sonia cavalcade stoned

The Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
who flew in here today to visit the affected
areas, had to face the wrath of the suffering
people, even as the relief and rescue oper-
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ations continued at a very slow pace due to
shortage of borh manpower and equipment.
In the Paldi locality, the security forces had to
resort to a lathicharge when soime persons be-
gan pelting stones at Ms. Gandhi's cavalcade
protesting that the authorities had failed to
rise to the occasion and mitigate their suf-
ferings.

Shortage of essential equipment including
gas-cutters, and even torches badly hampered
the rescue work, putting the firebrigade per-
sonnel, assisted by the RAF, home guards and
other para-military forces, at a great disad-

190 prisoners flee

While yesterday’s earthguake in Guj-
arat claimed thousands of lives, it also
meant freedom for about 190 prisoners
who escaped taking advantage of a wall
collapse in their jail in Bhuj.

The Home Minister, Mr. Haren Pan-
dya, today said that of those who es-
caped, about 50 were hardcore
criminals, There were 268 prisaners
lodged in the jail.

vantage. Ahmedabad city and surrounding ar-
eas continued to expetience mild tremors,
making restoration work difficult. An official
spokesman said the city suffered 83 mild
tremers yesterday and another 188 since this
moerning. Most people spent almost the whole
of last night outside their houses despite the
temperature dipping to 11 degree Celsius, Sev-
eral residents of high-rise buildings, consid-
ered the most vulnerable to the after- shocks,
deserted their houses to stay with friends or
relatives in low-rise apartments.

PM, Advani for Gujarat tomorrow
UNI, PTI report from New Delhi:

The Prime Minister, Mr. Aral Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, would tour the quake-hit areas on
Monday to assess the siluation, official saurc-
es said today, Meanwhile, the Government un-
nounced full excise duty exemption for goods
donated or purchased with cash denations for
relief and rehabilitation. Fxemption from ¢




1, 500 feared killed in Gu

By Manas I)asgupla HO

AHMEDABAD, JAN. 26. At least 1,000
peopte were feared kiiled, includ-
ing about 300 in Ahmedabad city,
and several thousands injured in
an carthquake which struck Guj-
ardt this morning, Several hun-
dreds were also rendered
homeless, The Army was called in
to assist civic authorities in the
rescue and refief operations in
Ahmedabad and some other
parls. (& PTI report said the toll
was over 1,500

An official spokesman said the
ol was expected 1o go up further
as thousands were still trapped
under the debris of fallen build-
ings in several towis,

{According to PTL the entire
northern belt cxperienced trem-
ors while “vibrations” from the
severe yuake were felt cven as far
sauth as Chennai. Mild tremors
were also felt in Kolkala, Shillong,
Agartala and Nepal.)

The quake, said to he the sec-
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and suonbeal i w last 50 years
in any part of India, measurcd 6.9
on the Richter $cale, with its ep-
icentre about 20 km northeast of
Bhuj, district headguarters of
Kutch, lasted several scconds.
The Union Home Minisler, Mr.
K. Advani, who andved here ihis
evenmg for au on-the-spot study,
lold mediapersons that the num-
ber of casualties coutd be “in fous
figures™. He said almost the entire
belt from Bhuj to Rajkat was very

More reports, photos of earth-—
quake on Pages 13 and 14.

severely affected but no immedi-
ate  information was  available
about the extent of damage. The
Defence Minister, Mr. George
Fernandes, rushed to Bhuj to as-
sess the situation, particularly the
defence installations in the boe-
der district. (A UNI report from
New Delhi queted the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A. B, Vajpayee, as saying
the Government might consider
declaring the quake a national ca-
lamity, if needed.)

Communications hit

The Kutch and Saurashtra re-
gions were said to be the worst
affected and with the communi-
cation network badly hit, only
sketchy reports reached the Stare
headquarters. According to initial
reports, at least 160 persons were
killed in Bhuj, about 155 in Rajkot,
100 in Morbi, 87 in Jamnagar, 55
in Surendranagar, 25 in Porban-
dar, 30 in Wankaner, about 40 in
Palanpur, 28 in Patan and about
10 each in Broach and Navsari.
No information was available
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flom rural regions./

Though the intensity was less
severe than in the central and
southern regions, Surat suffered
extensive damage with 33 deaths
reported from the city,

At teast 10 studentds ol the Mor-
bi Fngineering college in Rajkot
district were killed when a hostel
building collapsed. The  town,
main centre for manufacturing
scientific clocks and virtually re-
built after the 1979 Machhu-1l
dam disaster in which 2,000 peo-
ple were killed, was again very
badly affected.

Bridge develops cracks

Atleast 150 buildings, including
ahout a dozen high-rise structur-
es, collapsed in different parts of
Ahmedabad. By evening, 247
bodies had been recovered. The
Nehru bridge, onc of the six major
bridges over the Sabarmati link-
ing the old city with new Ahmeda-
bad, developed a major crack in
the middle.

It took several seconds for the
peaple to realise what was hap-
pening as buildings began shak-
ing around 8.50 a.m. and soon
millions of people rushed out of
their houses onto the roads. The
entire city was hit by power fail-
ure, Most of the telephones re-
mained dcad, Mobile phones
were alsu badly affected. Timely
action by authorities averted a
collapse of the western power grid
after several power plants in the
State collapsed.

Besides Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes, the Union Textiles
Minister, Mr. Kashiram Rana, the
BIP national general sccretary,
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BLAcK FRIDAY: People gather in front of a collapsed building in Ahmedabad in the aftermath of an earthquake on Fraday — Reuters

Mr. Narendra Modi, and several
other senior Central Government
leaders reached herc,
Minister, Mr. Keshubhai Patef,
asking the Government officials
to immediately report back to du-
ty (in view of the Republic Tay, it

The Chief

was a holiday today), also ap-
pealed to the people o have pa-
tience and cooperate with the
authorities.

The Republic Day parade could
not be held and a gel-together at
the Raj Bhavan (his evening was

cancelled. The Chief Minister,
who visited the civil hospital to

console the family members of

the deceased, ordered an inguiry
to ascertain the causcs of the
quake and declared a state of alert
in view of the fears thal the quake

might hit any part of the Siate
again during the next fartnight.
According to an official spokes-
man, taday’s quake was more in-
tense than the 1993 Latur quake,
which measured 6.3-on the Rich

ter ‘;ca,le(/,,



