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One party rule
! ‘ég—rwé\ard Bloc'slc)hal‘gérgg?i:ﬂ he Mal/'\x/is{lpp

Since the last Assembly elections in May when the CPI-M lost
its absolute majority it has had to watch while coalition
partners raise the decibel levels against “its big brotherly
attitude.” But what Ashok Ghosh, a veteran Forward Bloc
leader who is also the secretary of the West Bengal unit of the
party and one of the founders of the Left Front, said at an open
rally at Sahid Minar on Thursday is unprecedented by any
standards. Not only did he defy the Left Front whip that no
Front partner should criticise another publicly, he went a step
further and threatened to pull his party out from the 25-year-
old coalition if the CPI-M did not mend its ways of “reducing
the Left Front to one-party rule”. That is more than what he or
any other Front partner has said in the recent past, which
should be quite disturbing.

Whether the threat is carried out is immaterial; the tenor of
his utterances at the party’s state conference has shocked
Alimuddin Street. So also that of Kamal Guha, the Forward
Bloc’s minister of agriculture, who in recent speeches has
virtually declared a jihad against the CPI-M. What is more is
that the Forward Bloc, at its state conference, has drawn up a
litany of charges against the Marxists in a political document
which again is unprecedented. Surprisingly the Marxists, unlike
in the past, have chosen not to hit back and have sought to play
down “these differences among Front constituents as nothing
unusual”.

They know any riposte will snowball into a major controversy
and undermine the stability of the Left Front Government.
That the approaching panchayat poll, which may take place
some time in 2002, had something to do with the Forward Bloc’s
outbursts can be assumed. Being the second biggest Front
constituent with 25 seats in the state assembly, the Forward
Bloc recently sought the revival of the deputy chief minister’s
post and also claimed it. It wants to be treated with respect
commensurate with its numerical strength. Already it is locked
in an intense power struggle with the Marxists in some districts
of north Bengal where both the parties have indulged in
violence resulting in police firing and even bandhs. Expanding
their areas of influence, even at the expense of Left Front
partners, is what both are after.

This is at the root of the Left Front’s problem which has led
to clashes between the Marxists and the RSP as well. Being
much bigger organisationally with better resources, including
control of the police, the Marxists have sought to dominate the
smaller partners by force when necessary. Their policy of
dominating the grassroots has subverted attempts to form Left
Front committees at the district level. The domineering attitude
has ensured that the party runs panchayats and Zilla Parishads
unilateraily.

Even at the state level crucial decisions are imposed on
partners without discussion at Left Front meetings. The
Marxists derive much of their strength from 32 government
departments that they control many of which, including some
key ones, have been taken away from smaller partners. The FB
keeps venting its anger and frustration but it lacks the courage
to do anything drastic because of the spoils of gffice. No
wonder Marxists take the FB for granted.
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“’bypassed in

he West Bengal Assemb-

ly’s winter session will be

remembered for not ha-

ving witnessed debates on
issues slated for discussion but
were not for reasons best known
to the government.

Chief Minister Buddhadev
Bhattacharya did not make a
statement on the controversial
Prevention of Organised Crime
Bill.

When the CPI-M Politburo
had decided not to allow Mr
Bhattacharya to introduce the
Bill in the winter session, the
chief minister announced he
would make a statement on the
floor of the House. Jyoti Basu
had said so after a party state
secretariat meeting.

However, Mr Bhattacharya
went back on his assurance but
made an attempt to provide a
justification for what he called
the need to be tough with

 “hijackers and kidnappers”. His

Bill on organised crime essen-
tially deals with this aspect.

During this year’s budget
session, Mr Bhattacharya had
assured the Opposition that he
would not suppress anything on
the Salt Lake stadium arrests. “I
will inform the House about
this,” he had said.

But the House was kept in the
dark on the investigations and
Subhas Chakraborty’s expla-
nation.

The Opposition went hammer
and tongs after the chief minister
and the sports minister during
the Budget session, but, sur-
prisingly, preferred to be silent
during the winter session. That,
probably, allowed the chief
minister to get away with it.

The House was expected to
witness a lively debate on the no-
:onfidence motion filed by the
Trinamul Congress. The no-trust
motion centred around the power
tariff, tuition fee and hospital
charge hike decisions.

Worsening law and order
situation and the Bangladeshi
influx were expected to come up

L

~ Scheduled business

From Left: Speaker of the West Bengal Assembly, Hashim Abdul Halim, Chief Minister Buddhadev Bhattacharya and
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In the Assembly’s winter session, Buddhadev Bhattacharya was

supposed to make a statement on the Prevention of Organised
Crime Bill. Instead, he spoke of the need to be tough with
‘hijackers and kidnappers’. But the key aspect was the floor

coordination between the Congress and the Trinamul,
writes ANINDYA SENGUPTA

Finance Minister Asim Dasgupta on the first day of the winter session in Kolkata on 7 December. — Shyamal Moitra

for discussions.

But the motion was dropped as
the date on which it was to be
moved coincided with the day on
which Parliament was attacked.
Good sense prevailed on the
Trinamul Congress Legislature
Party, said to be on Mamata

Banerjee’s prodding, and hence
the decision against moving the
no-trust motion.

Mr Bhattacharya, for a change,

appreciated the Trinamul’s stand.

and was magnanimous enough to
praise the party.
Among the issues discussed

_Electricity

were the School Service
Commission Amendment Bill,
Anti-Smoking Bill and the Indian
(West  Bengal
Amendment) Bill. The school
service commission Bill put the
government  and School
Education Minister Kanti Biswas

on the defensive because of its
penal provisions.

Trinamul MLA Saugata Roy
was vocal against the amendment
Bill, stating that it was aimed at
Ramakrishna Mission schools.
The minister admitted to the
Opposition’s fears that teachers
and students will have to bear the
brunt of the attack if a school is

de-recognised and  salaries
stopped.
Trinamul MLAs Arunava

Ghosh, Nirbed Roy and Kalyan
Banerjee trained their guns on
the government’s Horticulture
Development Bill.

Trinamul MLA Partha
Chatterjee maintained a low
profile during the winter session,
though he was vibrant during the
budget session.

Though the Treasury Bench
members hardly come up with
convincing arguments as they
cannot oppose government
decisions, the CPI and the
Forward Bloc opposed the school
service commission Bill verbally,
but not during division.

An interesting aspect of this
session was the floor coordi-
nation between the Congress and
the Trinamul Congress.

Though both had snapped ties
after the Assembly election,
Trinamul and Congress legis-
lators made it clear to the ruling
party that they are still comrades-
in-arms on the floor of the
House.

The Congress supported the
Trinamul’s no-confidence
motion, while the Trinamul threw
its weight behind the Congress
when the latter moved an
adjournment motion on health
affairs and the hospital charge
hike.

The House was adjourned
after discussions on some non-
official resolutions on the Ram
Mandir, tuition fee hike and
power tariff issues.

(The author is Special Repre-
sentative, The Statesman, Kol-

kata.) /
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/Pa/rliament attack
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The chief minister
sets the stage for a
Bill on organised
crime as Parliament
is attacked, reports
The Statesman

KOLKATA, Dec. 13. — The chief
minister today set the stage for the
introduction of a Bill on organised
crime, sometime next year, by stat-
ing that tough administrative ac-
tion is necessary to prevent 1SI-
backed hijacking and kidnapping
in the state.

The Speaker’s resolution, con-
demning this morning’s incident
inside in Parliament, provided Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya the
much needed opportunity to make
his point.

The chief minister began his
speech with international terror-
ism and ended up saying that
tough measures would be taken as

the government has evidence of
ISI involvement in hijacking and
kidnapping, meaning organised
crime. Mr Jyoti Basu, after having
succeeded in preventing the chief
minister from tabling the Poca Bill
in the ongoing winter session of
the Assembly, had remarked that
the chief minister would make a
statement in this regard on the
floor of the House.

The chief minister officially did-
n’t, but seized the opportunity
when the Speaker allowed discus-
sions on today’s incident and the
need to fight terrorism.

Mr Bhattacharya said that the
PWG and MCC are creating trou-
ble in Midnapore, while the KLO
is hand-in-glove with the Ulfa and
ISI in north Bengal. “The KLO
and Ulfa, with ISI's help, are
camping in Bhutan and getting
money for purchasing sophistica-
ted arms. All this is because of
Pakistan's help.” He went on to
add that these outfits were raising
money through “hijacking and
kidnapping”. “They have gained

/gets Buddha ¢
going on Poca’

access to cla551ﬁed information
from the Chandipur rocket
launching station. They have a
wide network,” the chief minister
remarked.

He informed the House that the
state government has alerted the
districts and more commandos
will be deployed in sensitive areas
like the Writers’ Buildings, the As-
sembly, AIR and Doordarshan of-
fices. He echoed Mr Subrata Mu-
kherjee’s concern about reports
that the Palta waterworks could be
a target of attack. What
embarrassed the chief minister a
bit was the mayor’s remark that he
was politicising today’s discussion
by referring to the US attacks on
the “innocent people of Afghanis-
tan.”When the chief minister said
that condemnation of the 11 Sep-
tember strikes should not have fol-
lowed US attacks on Afghanistan
without UN approval. Mr Subrata
Mukherjee stood up to say, “Bud-
dhababu, you were speaking well.

But please don’t make it a political
speech.” /
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RUMBLINGS WITHIN THE LEFT FRONT

7

A CPM sights plot within

- OURBUREAU

Calcutta Dec. 22: The CPM has
smelt “a conspiracy to discredit
the sixth Left Front govern-
ment” headed by Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee behind the public
criticism of the state adminis-
tration by the Forward Bloc and
the RSP, its partners in power.
The CPM, which recently is-
sued a whip to ail Front partners
not to publicly air grievances
against their government, how-
ever, has decided not to confront
_ the parties but initiate bilateral
discussions to sort out the differ-
ences. Talks between the RSP
and the CPM will be held on Jan-
nary 2 and a similar discussion
‘between the Marxists and the Fo-
rward Bloc will take place later.

* Both the RSP and the For-
ward Bloc have accused the CPM
of ignoring their views while
framing government policies
and of taking “unilateral deci-
sions”, While Left Front chair-

man and politburo member
Biman Bose has refused to com-
ment on the contentions, state
CPM secretary Anil Biswas told
party workers at Krishnagar
that forces opposed to the Front
were trying “to hatch a conspira-
cy to discredit us”.

The Trinamul Congress has
been quick to capitalise on the
Front partners’ differences.
Pankaj Banerjee, leader of the
Opposition in the Assembly, said
the spate of criticism against the
CPM “has only vindicated our
charge that the party does not be-
lieve in democratic norms”.

- A day after the Forward Bloc
blasted “big brother CPM” at a
city rally for taking “unilateral
decisions” to run the govern-
ment, the RSP’s Burdwan dis-
trict committee severely criti-
cised: the state administration
for a “lack of work culture” ata
two-day conference yesterday.

“Despite the fifth Left Front
government’s do-it-now slogan,

there has been a growmg tenden
cy among state government em-
ployees to neglect work,” a politi-
cal-organisational report of the
district RSP observed.

The RSP also felt that “there
has been considerable erosion in-

the spheres of healthcare, power
and education. The scope of self-
employment.has declined and
there has not been expected de-
centralisation of power through
panchayat and civic bodies”.
The party almost echoed the
Forward Bloc’s demand for a
core committee by asking for a
Front committee to ensiire bet-
ter coordination between minis-

ters and the Front leadership. -

The RSP report sought “greater
control over the ministers”.

Party state secretary De-
babrata Bandopadhyay today
said the Front has ceased to be “a
weapon of people’s struggle”.
“Left Front unity cannot be sus-
tained if it does not percolate to
the grassroots,” he observed.

Biswas: Conspiracy theory

Bloc turns gun on rural rule

BYASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Dec. 22: The Forward Bloc tirade
against the Left Front government
continued today with party leaders targeting
the CPM-controlled panchayat and 1and re-

forms departments during its 14th state.

conference here.

* Jayanta Roy, MP of the second-largest
party within the Front, said the government
had distributed 131akh acres to landless agri-
cultural labourersover the past 20 years. But
many of them had failed to cultivate the land
and handed over the plots to richer people.
“About 18 lakh families in rural Bengal were
supposed to have benefited from the govern-
ment’s decision to distribute land. Unfortu-
nately, poverty has compelled many of these
families to hand over the plots to other per-
sons whose financial position is sound,” Roy
complained.

He admitted that the government, which
*had initiated major land reforms, failed to
foresee the problem while distributing the
plots. “Most of these poor people don’t have
the financial support to cultivate the lands
and they have transferred those to others in
the face of extreme poverty. It is true that we,
the government and the Front itself, had
failed to foresee the problems of these poor
labourers when we decided to give them land
under the panchayat system.”

Almost all the 41 delegates who part1cx-
pated in the day’s proceedings felt that the
sole intention of helping the landless labour-
ers through the panchayat system had
been frustrated as most of them had handed
over the distributed land.

Interestingly, CPM rebel Saifuddin
Chowdhury had criticised the party on the
same issue before leaving it to form the Party
for Democratic Socialism. Asked whether

ership admitted it in the conference.

his party supported Chowdhury on this ac-
count, Roy said: “We are not concerned about
what Chowdhury had said about the pan-
chayat system in the state. What I am telling
you is the observation of my party on the
panchayat system”.

The Forward Bloc urged the land reforms
and panchayat departments to take legal
steps against those who had handed over the
plots. Under panchayati raj, a landless
labourer cannot hand over land given to him.

The CPM leadership refused toattach any .

importance to the criticism, One leader said:
“They (the Forward Bloc) are making all
these comments to keep their party support-
ers in rural belts active before the ensuing
panchayat polls.” Panchayat polls, due in
2003, is likely to be held next year.

The Forward Bloc had fared poorly in the
last panchayat elections and the partylf—
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/ SOUNDING THE RETREAT(\ o

he politburo of the Communist

I Party of India (Marxist) is the
enemy of promise in West Bengal.

It has gone out of its way to hinder one
crucial plan the chief minister of the
state, Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, had
for giving a new image to the state. The
politburo has scuttled Mr Bhattachar-

. jee’s plans to introduce a new law, the
* prevention of organized crime ordi-

nance. Such a law would give a tremen-
dous boost to the flagging morale of the

- state’s police force and transform the
. state’s record on law and order. Mr Bhat-
- tacharjee was convinced about the need

[

.

L2

¥ e

T

" gal as a possible soft tar-
. get. Since then, the threat

for such a stringent law after a series of
crimes ranging from kidnapping to rob-
bery which provided clues

D

Bhattacharjee does not deny the need for
special laws to combat organized crime
and terrorism. But he argues that the en-
actment of such laws should be left to the
state governments. A Central legislation
will only work against the federal struc- -
ture of the Indian Constitution. There is
an obvious difference between the posi-
tion taken by the politburo of the CPKM)
and the argument advanced by the chief
minister of West Bengal. His argument,
however, has been set aside by the deci-
sion of/the politburo. The latter believes
that the enactment of POCO in West Ben-
hile the party opposes POTO na-
tignally will only create confusion about
e intentions of the party. It has thus
prevailed upon Mr Bhat-

that organized criminal

tacharjee to delay the

gangs were trying to gain In scuttlin g the presentation of POCO to
" access into West Bengal. ; : the /state assembly. Mr
.. Pushed out of Maharash- introduction of Bhattacharjee, ever the
tra because of the exis- POCO, the CPI(M) lgyal party man, has con-
tence of a separate law  has proved to be the pgentedtodojustthat.
against organized crime .. The episode is imbued
there, the criminal gangs enemy of promise in with a wider significance.
were looking at West Ben- West Bengal It suggests that Mr Bhat-

tacharjee’s efforts to sepa-

¢ of terrorism and the resurgence of

hY

Maoist violence in Midnapur have given
to POCO a new and immediate urgency.

" Between Mr Bhattacharjee’s recognition

<

of the need for POCO and the passing of

. the ordinance has fallen the shadow of

. the politburo and its putative national

o

agenda.

The leadership of the CPI(M) decided-

in its wisdom to oppose the prevention of

- terrorism ordinance which the Central
. government has put on the anvil. Suspi-

cious ‘of the motives of the Bharatiya

" Janata Party and of the misuse of POTO

(s

by the BJP against the minorities, the

" CPI(M) has set itself up to oppose POTO

at the national level. Mr Bhattacharijee is
not an unqualified supporter of POTO:
his position is a little more nuanced. Mr

SR

rate the functioning of his
government from the direct influence of
the party are not making very much
headway. The process of reform and reju-
venation that Mr Bhattacharjee is so
keen to initiate and implement hinges on
the degree of autonomy he enjoys from
the backroom boys of his party. The
CPI(M) is a centralized party with a long
history of interference in the affairs of
successive Left Front governments. The
CPI(M) refuses to acknowledge that a
government has a commitment to the
people who elected it, whereas the appa-
ratchiki have no such commitment since
they are not elected representatives of
the people. Mr Bhattacharjee had prom-
ised a government of the future. His set-

back on POCO marks a retreat to the

past. /
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Left Front allies turn on each other

KOLKATA Dec. 24. — The spat between the
Left Front ‘allies’ is now very public. And
confirmation was provided today, if any was
needed, that its all over the spoils of office. To
top off a week of incessant bickering, the
second-largest, LF component — the Forward
Bloc — made plain the reasons for its
angst. In the words of FB leader and state
agriculture minister Mr Kamal Guha, a deputy
chief mlmsters post is “essential for good
governance.,”.

Mr- Guha had met the chief mmlster
ostensibly to discuss the bickering within the
Left Front. Spéaking to reporters after he
emerged from the meeting, Mr Guha said:
“These conflicts can be resolved only when
ministers of various Front partners discuss the
issues. A meeting should be convened soon.”

A far more subdued articulation of his
party’s stand than what he and his colleagues
have been serving up over the past few days:
® “The CPI-M is a crocodile and not a jeech.
A leech only sucks blood, but a crocodile eats
up its victims. alive,” he said in Cooch Behar
last Thursday.

B “We won't tolerate the bossing of any Left
Front partner and the CPI-M must give up its
2%ude of taking decisions first and then

ing the partners to endorse them at LF

meetings,” said Mr Ashoke Ghosh FB state
general secretary, at Salt Lake on Sunday.

Not to be outdone, another LF ‘partner’
jumped into the fray; but on the side of big
brother CPI-M.
® “We want the FB to stop airing its criticism
in public. SUCI was dropped from the LF
because it refused to accept the Front’s code of
conduct,” warned Mr Debabrata Bandyopa-
dhyay, RSP state secretary, on Saturday.
® “It wouldn’tserve any purpose for any of the
constituents to single out the CPI-M and make
it the target of attack in public, whatever be the,
complaint,” Mr Sunil Sengupta, RSP central
committee member, insisted today.

The principle the RSP seems to be working
on is as old as the hills — my enemy’s enemy is
my friend! And they will surely not refuse to be
suitably accommodated by the CPI-M at a later
date for this display of ‘loyalty’ to the LF

The CPM itself, one eye on those it fears
may rock the boat, is apparently not so
sanguine. A worried-looking Mr Anil Biswas
today announced that the LF could consider
Mr Guha’s proposal for a deputy chief
minister’s post if his party moved it.

Not so fast, says Mr Bandyopadhyay. There
has was no such post in previous LF
governments, he insists.

The CPI, once the parent now the orphan
child of Indian communism, knows on whose

“r1 W D
back it has to ride for any electoral success.
Unsurprisingly, Mr Kshetra Panda, CPI state.
council member, said his party would first like

-to get details of Mr Guha’s suggestion before

reacting to it.

Seldom has this kind of venom been spewed
by LF partners at each other — both in public
and in private.

The FB’s attack, close on the heels of the LF
victory in the Assembly polls, has surprised
other partners and amused the Trinamul.

The Trinamul spokesman, Mr Pankaj Ban-
erjee, has not only lauded the ¥B leadership
for standing up to th& CPI-M, but has also
claimed that the no-holds-barred attack by the )
Front constituent only vindicates what his party
has long been saying. about the CPI-M’s “mis-
rule, atrocities, muscle and money power”.

What has caused real embarrassment for the
LF is that there was hardly any immediate
provocation for the FB to go hammer and
tongs against the CPI-M. It can’t be passed off
as normal tactics in the latest bout of sparrmg
between big brother and the rest.

For, the language -has- a sting even the
Trinamul can’t match! But then the Trinamul
isn’t in a position to bargain for the loaves and
fishes of office.

Another report on Kolkata Plus page I .
Editorial: One party rule, page 4
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CPI spmler on Poca nod

Tapan Das “r/
Kolkata, December 6 \

THE STATE Cabinet to\lay
approved the proposed Bill on
Poca, while recording strong
disapproval by the CPI. Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee later
announced that the legislation

wouldn’t be introduced in the.

coming Assembly session.

This is perhaps the first time
that a Left Front partner has
insisted that its “total disap-
proval” be recorded against a
Cabinet decision on a major pol-
icy decision. Sources said the
Water Resources Investigation
Minister Nandagopal Bhat-
tacharya, who is from the CPI,
insisted on recording his party’s
“total opposition to Poca”.

“My party’s position against
the proposed legislation is
known. We are sticking to our

,/ pposition,” he sa1d “Thls B111
is bound to be denounced by the

public and will leave scope for
misuse by the police. I'm not
wise enough to give my views on
the proposed Bill with a mere
glance at it in this meeting. We
need more time.”

To avoid an impasse, Finance
Minister Asim Dasgupta sug-
gested the CPI separately meet
the Chief Minister before the
Bill is finally introduced in the
Assembly and resolve the differ-
ences, but to no avail. The CPI
minister stuck to his stand.

The Chief Minister had a dif-
ferent tale for reporters. “The
Cabinet has approved the Poca
Bill. But we’re not bringing it-
immediately to avoid misunder-
standing. There is a lot of mis-
understanding and confusion
among many that the Bill is lit-
tle different from Poto.”

e

Elaborating the finer differ-
ences between the two proposed
laws, Buddhadeb said: “Poto is
draconian. There is a lot of dif-
ference between the two. The
objectives and contents of Poca
are diametrically opposite.”

“While Poto can be used
against lawful agitations,
strikes and public gatherings,
Poca would deal with specified
crimes. These include kidnap-
ping for ransom, hijacking and
armed insurgency,” he said.
Poto empowers a DSP to take
action, but under Poca, no offi-
cer below D-G can start proceed-
ings against an accuséd. An
accused cannot be charge-sheet-
ed without the Home Depart-
ment’s approval.”

However, agreeing that these
safeguards might not be enough
to set all doubts at rest, the Chief
Minister said there is still scope
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Statesmgn News Service _QY

KOLKATA, Dec. 6. — Mr Buddhadev Bhatta-
charya today finally yielded ground. He deci-
ded against moving the Prevention of Organ-
ised Crime Bill during the winter session of the
Assembly, commencing tomorrow.

" Pushed to the wall over Poca by his party
and Left Front constituents, the chief minister
sought to perform a face-saving act after an
emergency Cabinet meeting discussed the Bill
this morning for the second time in two weeks.

“The Bill was cleared again by the Cabinet.
But we are not moving it during this short ses-
sion of the House,” he said.

The Cabinet, incidentally, diluted several
provisions of the draft it had cleared on 22 No-
vember. But Mr Bhattacharya took the plea
that the delay was ostensibly due to his govern-
ment’s intention to avoid confusion in people’s
minds over the difference between the Cen-

i\I)fymrial: Why Iraq? page/4

/Buddhagdev backtracks on Poca_

tre’s proposed law and the statg’s proposed
legislation to combat terror.

Reiterating that the two laws were different,
the chief minister said the state would prefer to
wait till Parliament debates the Centre’s anti-
terror Bill. He said: “That’s a black law. It’s
draconian and Left parties will oppose it.”

In a further attempt to display firmness, Mr
Bhattacharya said the state would go ahead
and table the Bill later “whether or not Parlia-
ment passes Poto”. In such an eventuality, any
action against terrorists and organised crimi-
nals in the state would be taken under Poca
and not Poto, he added.

Outlining the watered down provisions of
the draft Bill cleared by the Cabinet today, he
said the crimes specified were kidnapping for
ransom, hijacking and armed insurgency af-
fecting the country’s security and integrity.

The amended draft specifies that one could
be booked under the law if one has been char-
gesheeted for such crimes at least twice in the

THE STATESLAR
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past. Also, for a criminal to be booked under it,
clearance must be sought from the state’s di-
rector-general of police or the city police com-
missioner either before or soon after his arrest.

The bail provisions had also been diluted.
The amended draft removes the provision for
detention without bail for 180 days. An ac-
cused can obtain bail earlier but the public
prosecutor must appear during the hearing in
court. Also, an accused must be chargesheeted
within 180 days of arrest. But the state govern-
ment’s clearance must be sought by the police
before a chargesheet is filed.

Shelving of Poca is being seen as a setback
for the chief minjster, who had maintained a
brave face when his predecessor snubbed him
over the Bill. Mr Jyoti Basu had said in New
Delhi last week that the state Assembly would
not pass the Bill though the Cabinet had
cleared it. Mr Bhattacharya had seemed firm
about moving the Bill then and said he would
make a statement in the Assembly.

L



_~Haldia offer
to Purnendu

31.@‘
BY SUTANUKA GHOS

Calcutta, Nov. 26: The Bengal
government has offered Purnen-
du Chatterjee, its partner in Hal-
dia Petrochemicals, majority
stake and management control.

Both sides now hold 43 per
cent each with the balance resting
with theTatas.

Nirypam Sen, the commerce
and industry minister, said: “If
Purnendu.Chatterjee brings in
the money required for the survi-
val of HPL, the government will
gladly hand over majority control
tohim.”

Sen revealed that Chatterjee
was told of the government’s deci-
sion at the last promoters’ meet-
ing in Delhi. “Purnendu has al-
ready been reminded about the
matter.”

Chatterjee group officials ref-
used comment, but said he had so-
unded optimistic after the Delhi
talks. Sources said Chatterjee has
been set a deadline of December
31 to make up his mind on bring-
ing in additional funds.

Sen confirmed this when he
said: “Hopefully, things will be
sorted out by December-end.”

. The development follows the
logiam in negotiations with Indi-
an 0il, which was proposed to be
‘hrought in as the fourth promoter.
But Indian Oil insisting on man-
agement control with a sharehol-
ding of 26 per cent, which is not
acceptable to the other partners.
"« Under the original agreement
- among the partners, if the Bengal

G\

government or the Tatas sdll their
stake, in part or whole, it has tobe
offered to the other partney first.
“If he (Chatterjee) refuses that
offer, we will have to bring in some
other party who is keen to run the
company. We will abide by the jo-
int venture agreement,” Sen said.

Ratan Tata has expressed his
wish to sell out of HPL. The Ben-
gal government also does not feel
it should be engaged in running a
business. “One thing is clear —
the state government will not be
in the business of running HPL,”
Sen said.

He said it had yet to be decided
at what price shares would be of-
fered to Chatterjee. “We will ap-
point a consultant for valuation of
HPL’s shares. All these are part of
the financial restructuring pack-
age which is being worked out.”

Talks are still on with Indian
0il, Sen said. “They have however,
not changed their position.”

Indian Oil officials said: “Our
offer expires on November 30 and
we have not received any offer in
black and white from the West
Bengal government.”

The minister said the govern-
ment wants to come to a solution
immediately because of the “fi-
nancial crisis” the company faces.
There have been reports of HPL
cheques bouncing.

Chatterjee has not brought in
his share of the money (Rs 107
crore) the promoters had agreed

to invest about a year ago. The
government (Rs 107 crore) and
Tatas (Rs 36 crore) have.
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“Poca: Left p ;
express misgivings

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Nov. 26. — The Left
Front partners — CPI, RSP and
the Forward Bloc— have ex-
pressed their misgivings about
the aims and objectives of the
proposed legislation of Preven-
tion of Organised Crime Act.

The chief minister will move
the Bill during the December
session of the Assembly.

The CPI has written a letter
to the LF chairman, Mr Biman
Bose, indicating its reserva-
tions about the whole exercise.
Mr Manju Majumder, CPI
state secretary, said today that
his party cant spell out its
stand on the proposed legisla-
tion till it has some idea about
its provisions. The party has

w

requested Mr Bose to let the
partners have a fair idea about
the contours of the Bill so that
there is no difficulty in its pas-
sage in the Assembly.

The FB general secretary, Mr
Debabrata Biswas, said his
party is still in the dark about
the provisions of the proposed
Bill and as such is in no posi-
tion to formulate its views on it.
“We are in principle opposed to
the Poto which is even worse
than Esma or Tada. We can’t in
the same breath support a rep-
lication of the Central ordi-
nance in the state. We will ex-
plain our position on Poca only
after examining its provisions,”
Mr Biswas said.

Meanwhile chief minister Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya met

arfies

o 0%\

RSP leaders during the day
and explained the aims and
scope of the proposed legisla-
tion. Mr Debabrata Bandyo-
padhyay, RSP state secretary,
said the chief minister has as-
sured him that the Bill has no
similarity with Poto and the'

I

“noise” being made on this
score is without any basis.

The RSP submitted to the |
chief minister a set of its sug- |
gestions, many of which were,
however, made on the basis of |
the Prevention of Organised
Crime Ordinance. “Most of the
objectionable clauses of Poco
will not feature in the Act
(Poca). This is the impression
we have got during our talks
with the chief minister ,” Mr

Bandyopadhyay said. J




S

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee today dismissed
the Congress demand for an all-
party meet on the proposed Pre-
vention of Organised Crime Act
(Poca). “There is no need for
such a meeting,” the CM said.
He clarified his position when
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Atish Chandra
Sinha broached the subject to
him during a meeting today at
Writers’ Buildings.

Sinha told reporters after-
wards that Bhattacharjee had
promised that the Act would
contain nothing “which can be

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 22

used-arbitrarily either against
the Opposition or members of
the minority community.”

But Sinha stuck to his guns,
saying while the Congress
favoured a strong law against
organised crime and subversive
activities, the Government must
reach a consensus on the subject
through consultation with all
political parties, “If the Govern-
ment remains true to its words,
it shouldn’t have any hesitation
in discussing the matter frankly
and with an open mind. It must
leave no stones unturned in dis-
pelling fears that the Act could
give the administration and
police any draconian powers,”

he added.

ﬁdha no to all-party meet on Poca

TQIQ &LP leader also Lug{

Bhattpcharjee's Immediate
intervention in the matter relat-
ing to the November 17death of
an 18 year-old in BSF firing at
Madhupur village in Murshid-
abad. “It was cold-blooded mur-
der. Stern action must be taken
against the guilty BSF person-
nel. There should also be suit-
able compensation to the poor
family of the deceased,” he said.

Sinha also conveyed his
party’s disapproval of the
enhanced charges at Govern-
ment hospitals and health cen-
tres. “This makes a mockery of
the Left Front Government’ s
claim of being pro-poor,”
Sinha said.

'HE HINDUSTAN TIMEY

S A R /XH
F Wil e



~woTerrorism a weapon of ,,
those ‘against us’: Choms

:By Our Special Correspondent

MOLKATA, NOV. 20. Prof. Noam
E€homsky, social theorist and po-
litical analyst, says that it is a very
serious analytic error to say ter-
rorism is the weapon of the weak.
Like other means of violence, it is
primarily a weapon of the strong
== overwhelmingly, in fact.

~ Addressing a gathering in Kol-
kata, Prof. Chomsky said that ter-
forism was not the weapon of the
weak. “It is the weapon of those
who are against ‘us’, whoever ‘us’
hdppens to be.”

" ‘Speaking on “Sept. 11 and its
aftermath: Where is the world
heading?”’, Prof. Chomsky said
that the new millennium had giv-
en the world two things: terrorist
attack and the reaction to it. “The
teaction to the attack told us in
which direction the world is
heading to.”

Today’s lecture was organised
by the West Bengal Government
at the Science City auditorium.
The Chief Minister, Mr. Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee, presided over
tHe lecture.

: Prof. Chomsky, also a worid-re-
nowned linguist, is on a four-day
visit to the city during which time
hée would receive an honorary
doctorate from Calcutta Universi-
ty. As State guests, Prof. Chomsky,
accompanied by his wife, Ms.
Carol, would visit the Asiatic So-
ciety, meet the city’s intellectuals
zfpd hold a news conference be-
fore leaving for Pakistan on Friday
morning.
| 'What happened on September
11, Prof. Chomsky said, was wide-

ly regarded as a historic event. “It
is true. It was a historic event and
the question we should be asking
is: exactly why?.”

For the first time in 200 years,
the U.S. came under attack. “That
is why there was no regret for the
attack on the uncivilised Afghan
tribes. Among the questions that
come to mind is: what is happen-
ing right now?.”

Talking about the situation in
Afghanistan, he said that there
were seven to eight million peo-
ple there on the verge of starva-

The West Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Buddhadeb Bhattacharya,
with Prof. Noam Chomsky and his wife, Ms. Carol Chomsky,
in Kolkata on Tuesday. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

tion. That was true before

September 11.

They were surviving on interna-
tional aid. After the first week of
bombing, according to the United
Nations, there were 7.5 million Af-
ghans in acute need of even a loaf
of bread.

In the course of his speech,
Prof. Chomsky explained how the
nations were building up nuclear
arsenal in the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11, the impact of Septem-

ber 11 on the U.S. as well as the
world economy and so on. /
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order crime discussed in Buddha- Valpayee meet

Influx* CM seeks
. more teeth '

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Nov. 19. - The chief
minister sought 14 more BSF
battalions on the state’s border
with Bangladesh during his
meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter in the capital last week.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
today said he had apprised Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee about the
sudden influx of Bangladeshi
minorities to the state’s border
districts.

He said there were only 20
BSF battalions in the state
though 34 are supposed to be
stationed. Mr Bhattacharya,
however, declined to delve into
details of his talks with the
Prime Minister on the influx.
He said he had asked the Union
home minister; Mr LK Advani,
to send 14 more battalions to
the state.

Mr Bhattacharya had also

discussed the issue of spurt in
crime along the state’s borders
with Bangladesh and Nepal,
with Mr Vajpayee and Mr Ad-
vani. He said the Centre has
agreed to increase the Special

Security Branch presence

along the Indo-Nepal border.

The DGP, Mr DC Vajpai, to-
day said, the Centre would
raise an Indian Reserve Force
to combat terrorism. The state
would contribute two battalions
to this force, one based in north

Bengal and the other in south °

Bengal, he said.

CM for working relationsh-
ip with Centre: Mr Buddha-
dev Bhattacharya today said
he did not want to go into any
unnecessary confrontation with
the Centre.

There should be a congenial
working relationship with the
Centre, said Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya when asked

o

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya:
Compromlsa path

whether he was taking a soft
stance against the Centre.

He made it clear that there
are political and ideological |
differences with the NDA-led

Government and on this he,
would not compromise. /




LF extracts pound
of fleshon Poco’ e

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 14

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee admitted at a Left
Front meeting today that he had
moved hastily on Poco and that
he should have taken the coali-
tion into confidence before plac-
ing the proposed legislation
before the Cabinet.

" He insisted, however, that the
legislation he had in mind was
quite different from the Centre’s
Prevention of Terrorism Ordi-
nance (POTO).

: Bhattacharjee’s move has a
parallel only in the way his pre-
decessor Jyoti Basu pushed
through the State’s New Indus-
trial Outlook in the Assembly
without even consulting the
CPI(M) state committee. The Left
Front made it clear today that it
wouldn’t give Bhattacharjee the
long rope that Basu enjoyed.

Earlier, the CPI(M) politburo
had also cautioned the Chief
Minister against the haste he
showed. Other Front partners
were not willing to back the leg-
islation and urged Bhattacharjee
to make a comparative study of

\

k. A
SUBBNADER: ! WAS MASTY...

the POTO, the TADA, the Maha-
rashtra law against organised
crime and POCO. They wanted a
discussion among Front part-
ners before the Bill was tabled.
After today’s meeting, Left
Front chairman Biman Bose
tried to dispel any impression
that the party politburo had
restrained the Chief Minister.
“The Chief Minister was keen
to have the ordinance in place
before the accused in the Khadim -
abduction case got bail,” Bose

)
i ut he did not deny that
“policy matters” should
have come to the Left Front first
for aliscussion.

Thé Left Front chairman was,
however, convinced that the Chief
Minister wasn’t going the Advani
way. “The proposed POCO has
nothing to do with the POTO. The
Central ordinance is ranged
against Journahsts and lawyers
while there is no such provision
in the POCO.” But Bose would not
comment on the Poca provisions.
All he would say was: “The Chief
Minister will place his argument
in detail while laying the Bill in
the Assembly”

Bhattacharjee today informed
the Left Front of administrative
arrangements for the bifurcation
of Midnapore into two districts,
East and West. “He has also held
an all-party meeting on this issue
at Midnapore,” the Left Front
chairman said.

He also promised Front part-
ners to tackle the problem of
Bangladeshis seeking shelter in
the border district with Home
Minister LK Advani. The Chief
Minister is scheduled to go to

Delhi on November 17.
2/




OUR FILMS, THEIR FILMS

Protesters
‘demand ban
on anti-Lenin

film Taurus

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 12

THE BHASHA Shahid Smarak
Samity members today protest-
ed against Aleksandr Sokurov’s
Taurus for portraying Lenin in
a poor light. The samity has
demanded that future screen-
» ing of Taurus be stopped at the
festival.
“We are from an older gener-
ation and we are used to seeing
-Lenin in our way. The film
apparently attempts to show
Lenin through the eyes of the
present generation. There
maybe difference of opinions,”
said veteran theatre personali-
'ty Sova Sen, who sat with the
protesters.

Shakti Samanta at the film fest

. Sharmila Banerjee
- Kolkata, November 12

FROM BRAZIL to West Bengal
— the neglect of parallel cine-
ma is dogging talented direc-
tors. The Kolkata Film Festival,
on its second day, provided a
platform for the small filmmak-
ers from all over the world to
vent their grievances.
Brazilian director Andre
Klotzel caid: “Onlv 8 ner cent of

Sen said she could not sit
through the entire film. “It.was
unbearable and disgusting.
Even technically the film didn’t
seem any good. Either it was a
very old print or shot in
extremely foggy conditions,”
she said.

Lenin and Stalin have been
portrayed in a derogatory man-
ner in the film, she added.

Sokurov’s three films Tau-
rus, Moloch and Mother and
Son are being shown in the
marvel section. Taurus was the
first film in the section that was
screened last evening.

“There are several scenes in
the film which are derogatory
to Lenin and also give a bad
name to socialism and commu-
nism. We have to protest
against such depiction. Since
the festival is organised by the
Left Front Government it
should own responsibility for
the kinds. of films being
shown,” said a samity member.

The festival authorities were
not available for comment. The
head of the department of Film
Studies, Jadavpur University,
Sanjay Mukhopadhyay said the
film had thrown a new chal-
lenge to Leftist politics. “Such
attacks on communism and
Communists have happened in
the past. This is another attack
and has to be faced,” he said.
Among the audience who had
seen the film last evening many
were unhappy about the film.

SUBHENDU GHOSH/HINDUSTAN TIME
Kolkatans queue up in front of Nandan on Monday.

Neglect of parallel films
worries directors

culture, Klotzel said: “Raising )
the voice of a country through much different either. Tamil
ite filme is verv important.

good films to watch, they’ll do it
happily. But resources are not
properly mnhilieed intn makina

In India, the scene is not

director B Lenin. whnse short
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.“kesh’pur, Nov. 12: Let thereibe

«peace, said Buddhadeb Bhat-

Achdrjee, reaching Keshpur.

*». And there was applause.

-« The trouble zone had donned

-it§ best colours to greet the chief

‘ minister on his second visit to the

: hot spot after assuming charge.

— Nobody was talking of last
‘fight’s blast at Shania village in
nearby Danton when explosives
stored in the house of alleged Tri-
fiamul Congress supporters ex-

“ploded, injuring three.

Today, at Keshpur, everyone
was referring to violence in the
past tense. The talk was of a peri-
od of “prosperity and amity”.

The chief minister had come
laden not just with a feel-good
speech, but a bagful of projects.
He and his four Cabinet col-
leagues — health minister
Suryakanta Mishra, power minis-
ter Mrinal Banerjee, civil defence
ggmister Srikumar Mukherjee

g

eace and pi
~win Késh

\

and mass education minister Nan-

.darani Dal - gifted the people a

health centre, an auditorium, a
children’s park, a power sub-sta-
tion, an ambulance and a super-
market.

All to win the heart of Keshpur
after winning the Assembly seat
by arecord one lakh-plus votes.

Though the 15-km stretch that
the chief minister’s convoy trav-
elled was decorated with colourful
gates and lined with smiling peo-
ple waving red flags, the flames
that had singed Keshpur in the
long violence leading up to the
Assembly polls, had not died down
fully.

It was these flames that the
chief minister had come to douse.
“Enough is enough, let us now
have peace. I know that a lot of
houses were burnt to ashes and
properties of ordinary people
were damaged. Let this nuisance
be stopped so that everybody can
live in peace. My appeal to all of
you is to give up violence and stay

jects to

pur h(‘é'ﬁiﬁ%

as good neighbours for the devel-
opment of Keshpur,” Bhattachar-
jee told a 60,000-strong gathering.

He held a marathon meeting
with the district magistrate, su-
perintendent of police and other
senior officials at the Midnapore
Circuit House to review law and
order and progress of different de-
velopment works.

The chief minister urged the
people of Keshpur to forget what-
ever happened in the past. “For-
give all mistakes and live a new
life. Time has come to join hands
for a better tomorrow.”

He said those who had left
their homes following political
clashes could now return safely.
The chief minister said he had di-
rected the district administration
to make all arrangements so that
all could return home.

“Thave information that 22 Tri-
namul supporters are still out of
their villages and some others are
not returning home. Iam telling
them to return home,” he said.

el

7z

THE TELEGRAPK

13 NOV 201



ﬁ)k within al\ld\x/nite, 49,
CM tells Front partners ;>

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 9

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee has thus far been
busy jacking up the administra-
tion to make it deliver the goods.
But beyond that lies a politician
expecting things from his com-
rades. |,

In his recent booklet, Unnato

_Bamfronter Sandhane, Politburo
member Buddhadeb Bhattachar-

jee introspects on the “blemish-
es” on the Front and the bicker-
ingthat ”ajls” the formation.
Peeved atthe recent barbs from
his Front partners over key Gov-
ernment decisjons, ranging from
the eviction drive along Tolly’s
Nullah to the controversy over
special attendants in hospitals,
the Chief Minister says: “The Left
Front may have differences, but

let not our enemies cash in on -

these. Instead, let us keep our dif-
ferences to ourselves and resolve
them.”

He cautions Front partners
against internal feuds. “Unity is
strength, especially when our ene-.

mies are keen on forging jotes or a
mahajotes.” And, the Chief Min-
ister expects more “commitment,
dedication and a resolve to deliv-
er” from the Front activists. “It’s
unfortunate that some of our
activists have fallen prey to the
same social ills we criticise. Peo-
ple are keeping a tab on our activ-
ities. Why should they tolerate
such deviations? Hence, the need
for self-education and introspec-
tion. It is a continuous process to

keep us on the right track.” Like
his predecessor and Front patri-
arch Jyoti Basu, Bhattacharjee
looks up to his comrades to reach

. out to families and consolidate the

support base. “This can only bring
about the desired change in the
correlation of political forces.
Let’s not forget that some workers
are with the enemy camp still. We
have to win them back.”

Bhattacharjee doesn’t claim
that his perception of an
improved Government or the Left
Front is the ultimate. “We are still
in the midst of a search for an
improved alternative. We don’t
have illusions of setting up a
Socialist order in a province. Our
target is to chart out an alterna-
tive course of development based
on improved democracy and secu-
larism — a path that none has
dared to travel.”

Improved work culture and
mass involvement in welfare pro-
jects are the main objectives of
the “developed Left Front” con-
cept, Left front chairman Biman
Bose pointed out while releasing
the booklet.
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Bangladeshls datamed at the BSF outpost in Petrapole on Thursday. — Sdhmln Mal

UDAY BASU
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

PETRAPOLE (North 24-Parganas), Nov.
8.— They looked as if they were caught in
a trap — the mother and her three chil-
dren. The mother shuddered at the
thought of returning home and the chil-
dren, without food for about 10 hours,
cast flitting glances at the mother seeking
a sense of security, but in vain.

Nirmala Das and her children were among
the 13 Bangladeshi nationals detained to-
day at the BSF outpast here. They fled their
home in Barisal last night in search of safe
passage across the border, fearing torture
and persecution by “fanatics”.

They were jntercepted by BSF personnel
whewey)tnl?ed to cross the border.

Nirmala was in tears pleading thbe al-
lowed to stay on at least till “things settle
down” in her country. Her be¥hgingd;
wrapped in soiled bed sheets, lay stacked
near the steps of the outpost, while her
children clutched at her sari. Nirmala
hasn’t been a witness to any torture, but
she has heard tales of persecution, arson
and molestation and she decided to flee.

Nirode Das from Aralia village of Bhola
district said he fled his home as he was un-
able to “pay any more fine” to his tormen-
tors. “It started since the election verdict
was known and the BNP and its allies cap-
tured power. They came in droves and
threatened us with dire consequences if we
didn’t pay up. The amount of fines kept
mounting and we were forced to cough up

money too frequently. The last time I pald

IN SEARCH OF SAFETY AWAY FROM HEARTH AND HOME

S Dinajpur
officials
1n a spot

MANAS R BANERJEE
STATESMAN NEWS

. BADALPUR (South Dinaj-
pur), Nov. 8. — Bangladeshi
families who have taken ref-
" uge in different parts of the
South Dinajpur district have
put the local administration
in a spot.
_The district administration is
hesitant to take any legal ac-
tion for the deportation of
these families for humanitari-
an reasons. They have not yet
received instructions from the
state government on what
should be done with them.
Some families in this district
town have already told dis-
trict officials that they would
never return to Bangladesh.
They said: “We are not in a po-
sition to live there fightin,
fundamentalists backeg by
the BNP”. They have decided
to seek permission of the- pan-
chayat to live here.
A Ajimpur resident said: "We
supported the Awami League
but could not cast our vote
during the elections. Funda-
mentalists came to our house
and forcibly put voting ink on
our fingers so that we could
not cast our votes according te
our choice”. “We have left
three bighas of land, our
homes, and our cattle. Our

B See INFLUX: page 16

Driven by fear and despair

them Taka 700 and then reahsod I cam{
appease their lust for money,” he said.

~-The police and the.district administra-

tion denied there was any large-scale exo-
dus from Bangladesh.
“During the last month 80 to 82 Banglade

shis were detained and pushed back alen;

this. border region and the numbe:, com
pared to any other month is not unusually
high,” Mr Milan Pramanik, SDO, said.
But scores of people are dally coming
from across the border without the knowl:
edge of the district administratien anc
the BSF, said Mr Biswanath Roy Choud-
hury, vice pres:dent Bongun Panchayal
Samiti.

The SDO did mt Mw Cl
claim apd said such an
tinct possibility”.

ury’s
is “a dis-
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Inﬂux womes Subhas éf’l cool

SUBHAS CHAKRABARTY
today described the steady
influx of Bangladeshis into the
State as “quite serious and
alarming”, in sharp difference
with Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
who said there was no reason
for alarm and that the situation
was under control.

“Thousands of people, includ-
ing several Muslims, have
crossed over from Bangladesh to
different districts of West Ben-
gal in the last few days. I've seen
alarge number of Bangladeshis
camping on the roadsides at dif-

HT Correspondent
_ Kolkata, November 7

ferent places in North 24-Par- -

ganas,” the Transport and
Sports Minister said.

TRhe Chief Minister, on the
other hand, said: “There is yet

no need to take an alarmist posi-
tion. I'm getting daily reports on
the situation from all the Dis-
trict Magistrates (DMs). Things
are under control.”

But Buddhadeb hastened to
add that the DMs have been
asked not to be complacent and
step up vigil on the borders. Intel-
ligence agencies have also been

aler y\ Subhas refused to dis-
miss the issue as lightly
He said India and West Bengal
in particular cannot ignore
the problem as it can assume
a dangerous proportion. “After
all, our capacity to bear the
burden of the increasing influx
is limited. We must aiso be care-
ful about maintaining commu-
nal harmony,” he said.

In an attempt to bury the
hatchet with his opponents
within the party, Subhas insist-
ed he had “no fundamental dif-
ference with Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee. If there were any
serious differences between us,
he would not have kept ine in his
Cabinet”.

But he admitted that there
were occasional differences

of opinion and that was but
Lnatural .

~
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FROMOUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri\ Nov. 4: Chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee today
gave an ultimatum to Kamtapuri
separatists while expressing
grave concern over the recent in-
flux of Bangladeshis.

Talking to reporters at the
North Bengal University after ki-
cking off its 40th anniversary ce-
lebrations, Bhattacharjee said
Kamtapur Liberation Organisa-
tion activists should surrender
or face the wrath of the state.

“The KLO has ignored the go-
vernment’s overtures to join the
mainstream. It is our last mess-
age to them: either surrender be-
foreit’s toolate or face the music.
The government is in no mood to
compromise with extremists and
those who perpetrate terror. It is
time these misguided youths saw
' sense and gave up arms,” the

chief minister warned.
Dismissing the Kamtapur
People’s Party’s charge of violat-
ing human rights, he said
Kamtapuri activists languishing
‘in jail would be released if

A\

“CM warns separatists,
' 'watches infiltrators

-
found innocent. s Bhattacharjee

The chief minister, added that his govern-
who also inaugurated ment had beefed up se-
the Rabindra-Bhanu curity in north Bengal,
Mancha near here, especially in the vul-
voiced his government’s nerable Bengal-Assam-
anxiety over the steady Bhutan corridor along
flow of harassed Hindus Kumargramduar in
from Bangladesh into | - Jalpaiguri. “We are
the border districts. “We now aware that the
are certainly concerned - Bhutan-based Ulfa and
about the recent infiltra- Buddha Bodo extremists have
tion. We are keeping a ) been pushed out. These
close watch and taking appropri- extremists and their KLO com-
ate steps to stem the influx.” rades are trying to take shelter

Refusingtoputafigureonthe in Assam and Jalpaiguri and
exodus, the chief minister said: Darjeeling districts. Besides,
“There has been infiltration in  some ISI-backed organisations

nine border districts, with the
highest (concentration) being in
South Dinajpur and Malda.” He
denied that refugee camps had
been set up or that the authori-

ties were providing food andr

shelter to the infiltrators.

. “If the situation worsens, we
will have to take up the matter
with the Centre. The matter has
to be sorted out between the Cen-
tre and the Bangladeshi authori-
ties,” he said. .

and Nepal Maoists are very ac-
tive in the region. We are keeping
a close watch on them,” he said.
“Police administration and
intelligence are being strength-
ened and several police stations
will be established.-One will
come up at Samuktala in Kumar-
gramduar under Alipurduar
sub-division 1. The special Indo-
Nepal border taskforce is await-

ing the Centre’s nod,” the chief
minister added. /
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“CM puts terror

|

|

| STAT \MAN NEWS SERVICE

|

' KOLKATA, Nov. 1. — Mr Bud-
dhadev Bhattacharya today for-

" mally yielded to demands with-

. in and outside the Left Front

. and put on hold the promulga-

| tion of the Ordinance on preven-
tion of organised crime.

“It will not be wise to rush the
Ordinance. But the law must
be framed and a Bill on the
lines of the Ordinance tabled
soon,” the chief minister said.

He ducked a question on whe-
ther he was under pressure
from the CPI-M leadership, but
insisted there were no differen-

. ces in the party on the contents

- of the proposed law.

. The issue was discussed by
the CPI-M central committee
earlier this week. Mr Bhatta-
charya said he had thought of
promulgating the Ordinance
under “special circumstances.”

 The Cabinet had cleared the
draft Ordinance last week.

But differences in the LF and
with the Opposition prompted
him to have a debate in the As-
sembly.

Mr Bhattacharya stuck to his
guns on the need for the pro-

A s
s law on hold+

posed law, whether promulga-
ted through an Ordinance or
otherwise. Seme misgivings on
the proposed law have arisen
because it has been misinter-
preted, he said. It is being pro-
jected as if the law provides for
detention without trial.

“The law is necessary because
of incidents like the Partha Roy
Burman case,” he said.

Mr Bhattacharya wants pub-
lic prosecutors to be given an
opportunity to oppose bail in
organised crime cases. But how
could Chunnu Mia, one of the
main accused in the Roy Bur-
man kidnapping case, get bail?
The chief minister said: “It is
exactly why I want the law.”

Chunnu was granted bail
because he was not chargeshee- |
ted within 90 days of his arrest. -
The propesed law will give the !
prosecution 180 days to file a
charge-sheet against an accused
in an organised crime case, i

N Buddha red-faced on
holiday bounty, page 4
B Editorial: Buddhadev’s
retreat, page 6

® Advani defends Poto,
page 8
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Buddha ops Poco

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, Noyember 1

FORCED BY&he CPI(M) central
committee and Left Front part-
ners, Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
has thought it wise to drop the
idea of bringing in the Preven-
tion of Crime Ordinance (Poco)
as of now. However, he is deter-
mined to table it in the Assem-
bly as a Bill and see it through
as Poca.

He maintained the ordinance
had been thought up keeping in
mind the prevalent situation in
the backdrop of the Khadim
abduction and that such a law
was the need of the hour. But
since differences persisted with-
in the Front and the Opposition
and since the Government

believes in democracy, it thought .

it prudent to get the law passed as
an Act rather than an ordinance.

Front partners expressed
happiness over Buddha’s deci-
sion not to press with the ordi-
nance plan. But they said they

BURDHADEB BHATTACHARJEE

would demand a scrutiny of the
proposed legislation in the
Front meeting on November 14.

Forward Bloc State secretary
Asoke Ghosh said the party’s
displeasure to the Poco move
was vindicated by the CPI(M)
Politburo, if not the Chief Min-
ister himself. “We are averse to
some provisions in it. This was
why we wanted a discussion

within the Front before it’s
placed in the Cabinet. Denied
that opportunity, I asked my
party’s ministers to point out
the controversial sections at the
Cabinet meeting. Sensing the
mood, the CM insisted on its
approval with an assurance that
he would accommodate the opin-
ions before placing it as a Bill in
the Assembly. It’s good that he
has agreed to lend an ear to the
Front partners and the Opposi-
tion,” said Ghosh.

CPI State secretary Manju
Majumdar welcomed the CM’s
gesture. “Such a sensitive legis-
lation requires a thorough dis-
cussion. We are happy with
what Bhattacharjee has said
today,” he said. RSP central com-
mittee member Sunil Sengupta
echoed a similar view.

But Left Front chairman
Biman Bose could not say if the
issue would figure in the com-

ing Front meeting.

Related report on Page 3

e
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/Party cautions Buddhadeb

against hast

HT Correspondent "}/( V\
Kolkata, October 31

THE CPI (M) central committee
would not like the Chief Minis-
ter to take a hasty decision on
the proposed Prevention of
Crime Ordinance (Poco).

Party Politburo member Bi-
man Bose said the committee
has nothing against Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s legal initiative
to curb organised crime but
Alimuddin Street would like to
weigh the proposed Ordinance
against the Central legislation
before it gets the final shape.

“The Politburo and the central
committee want a comparison
between the Poca and Centre’s
Prevention of Terrorism Ordi-
nance (Poto). But no such direc-
tive has been issued as our party
doesn’t interfere in administra-
tive matters,” he said.

\\,l( 9
The decision has been left to
the Chief Minister—whether to
go ahead with the Ordinance or
wait till the coming Assembly
session.

“I haven’t discussed it with
the Chief Minister yet. It is his
prerogative to make the final

eon Poco

move,” Bose said. “The State Ca-
binet has approved the Ordinan-
ce but I don’t know if Bhatta-
charjee has it on hold or has sent
it for the Governor’s assent.”

“He can continue talks with
other parties even if the legisla-
tion is in the form of an Ordi-
nance or just wait. Or bring for-
ward the Assembly session to
place it as a Bill.”

It seems that Alimuddin
Street wants to play up the “dif-
ference” between the two legis-
lations. Dubbing the Poto as dra-
conian, Bose said: “The Central
law curbs the freedom of jour-
nalists. It asks them o divulge
their sources while reporting on
terrorist groups. The Poca, on
the contrary, doesn’t have such a
provision. It doesn’t target any
party or group. It only proposes
to extend the detention period

for filing chargesheets.” / /I
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Budcg\la
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to chan‘ge
terror Bill
@G i

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 30. — The
CPI-M central leadership has re-
portedly asked Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya not to pass the
proposed anti-terrorism Ordi-
nance, but introduce a Bill that
won’t contain any “draconian
measures”.

This was announced today by
Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet
and Mr Prakash Karat.

The Centre’s Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance has been
widely criticised, for it contains
several “draconian elements”.

~The CPI-M, leading a protest

againgt the Centre’s Ordinance,
,,'feu:ﬁ5 the criticisms politically
inconvenient.

Mr Surjeet and Mr Karat, how-
ever, denied that the state gov-
ernment had any plans to issue
such an Ordinance. “The chief
minister has told us that the
government is not planning to
bring in any Ordinance. Instead,
it would introduce a Bill in the
next session of the Assembly
that will take care of the require-
ments of West Bengal to deal
with elements such as the Ka-
mtapuri activists. The chief min-
ister has told us that the Bill wo-
n’t contain draconian measures
like the Poto,” Mr Karat said.

Will the Bill be able to stop ISI
activities in the state? Mr Karat
said: “ISI activities are all over
the country... We haven’t seen
the details of the Bill. The state

is working on it. But the chief

minister has told us that the Bill
will be effective to deal with ex-
tremists in the state.”

Mr Surjeet said the Vajpayee
government is wrong in thinking

that it can get through with Po--

to. The CPI-M will defeat it in
Parliament. “Poto will be a viola-
tion of democratic rights and
misused against trade union ac-
tivities and popular struggles.”

¥ Centre defends Poto, page

11 ¢t 201



" |
/POLITICISED PEACE |

A Left rally burdersd with contradictions

F the Left Front needed an issue to\bring all its constitu-

ents together on a single platform, iff was provided by the
American air strikes in Afghanistan. Alimuddin Street could,
not resist the opportunity to launch its own strikes against‘
American and British imperialism, even if in the process it
made nonsense of its own resolution less than a fortnight ago
to protect the city from the scourge of rallies and roadblocks.
It was not jist that the mahamichchil, as it was called, threw
the city out of gear, disrupted examinations and obstructed
freedom of movement. More galling was the orchestrated re-
vival of anti-imperialist rhetoric that had at one time resulted
in the mad drive to dismantle statues of British leaders —
works of art fit for a prestigious museum. Where a political
agenda must be adopted for the limited purpose of sustaining
the morale of cadres, everything else becomes secondary.
Even a normally sensible Buddhadev Bhattacharya must
climb down from his position and share the platform with
Jyoti Basu who grabs the slightest opportunity to emerge
from retirement and speak at cross purposes with his succes-
sor. It will be a tragedy if Buddhadev is reduced to rolling
back his honest efforts to undo the damage of the past and,
worse, begin to speak in more than one voice. Disturbing
signs were evident in the case of Laxmi De who led an assault
on the superintendent of Calcutta Medical College and went
scot-free after a clean chit from Buddhadev even before an
inquiry could begin and which may be quietly buried. Now he
maintains a deafening silence when Left Front chairman
Biman Bose says that rallies and roadblocks are out because
they are a curse for the common man but processions are a,
‘different matter especially when Marxists have a ready’
excuse to target an old enemy.

Marxists have learnt to distinguish ideological obligations
from practical necessities — in other words, speak according
to convenience, invite multinationals but damn imperialists
on the slightest pretext, talk of improving urban living stan-
dards but clog the roads with slogan shouting cadres whose
understanding of Marxist doctrine is minimal if it exists at
all. If it looks like a pathetic attempt to sustain Left unity in
the context of the disappearance of old values, the duplicity
surprises no one in Bengal and the rest of India — who’s
listening in America and Britain anyway? There was no word
of sympathy for the thousands of unsuspecting civilians of
several nationalities killed in the 11 September assault, nor
for the thousands who have lost their near and dear ones,
many of whom are still in distress. The anti-American

i response falls within the political agenda of the few Marxists

. left in one corner of the world and an opportunity to expand

. a vote-bank that now doesn’t extend beyond Bengal, Kerala

' and Tripura. As always they are working to a plan but with

i two difficulties: one, the agenda has room for politicised
peace, not for the gamut of basic human values; and, two, it

- throws the grand design of a “new Left” oyt of the window.
Buddhadev cannot be a very happy man. /




DOCTOR ASSAULTED FOR

CPM men beat up hospltal

super in ML

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Oct. 7. ~ The superintendent
of Calcutta Medical College and Hospital
and his son were today beaten up by CPI-
M men in the presence of Mr Laxmi De,
MLA and party chief whip.

Dr Sacchidananda Sinha'’s fault - he
“dared” to evict unauthorised occupants
from the hospital’s service quarters yes-
terday.

Though gheraoing superintendents had
been a regular affair till the health minis-
ter banned it last week, today’s incident is
unprecedented. It seems that the govern-
ment’s move to free health service from
agitation had failed to impress Mr De,

Dr Sinha’s family members have filed an
FIR against Mr De and four others at the
Bowbazar police station. On the -basis of
the complaint, police have started crimi-
nal cases against them for unlawful as-
semblage, assault of a govemment official
on duty and causing injury to him.

Three of those who were named in the S

FIR were later arrested, said Mr Zulfikar
Hasan, DC (central). But Mr De was not
held. He met Mr Anil Biswas and denied
the charges against him.

A police picket, in addition to the exist-
ing outpost inside the hospital premises,
has been posted outside the superinten-
dent’s quarters.

On receiving the health department’s in-
structions, the hospital authority had
evicted about 60 families, illegally occu-
pying the service quarters of the Group C
and D employees. Six unauthorised con-
structions within and outside the hospital
premises, including a Citu-affiliated un-
ion office, were demolished.

Dr Sinha’s wife, Mrs Soma Sinha said
Mr De arrived in his VIP car around
11.50 a.m. and called her husband down-
stairs. He demanded an explanation from
the superintendent as to why he had evic-
ted people from 27 rooms. “He asked my

)

)0

An injured Dr Sacchidananda Sinha.
— The Statesman

husband why he had conducted the evic-
tion when he had told him not to do so,”
Mrs Sinha said.

She was at the balcony of her house
when about 50 people, mostly outsiders,
came out of nowhere. They dragged Dr
Sinha to the ground and started beating
him up. They kicked him on his chest and
face. They also threw stones at him and
abused him. Mr De watched it all from a
safe distance and made no attempt to res-
cue Dr Sinha, she added.

Her son, Mr Rupam Sinha, medical stu-
dent in Bangalore, ran down to save his
father. He was also assaulted. He has a
fracture in his right arm and injuries in
his legs

Mr De ‘"had quietly sneaked off by then,
Mrs Sinha said.

resence
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The attack was led by Sdmbhu, Shankar,
Rajendra and other CPI-M party mem-
bers. who are known for flexing their
muscles on hospital issues, said Mr Ru-
pam Sinhe. They have been named in the
FIR along with Mr De, he added.

The Sinhas called up the police outpost in-
side the hospital when Mr De arrived appre-
hending attack. “But by the time they
reachedthespot,thedamagewasdone”Mr

pam Sinha said.

Mr De later called up to “apologise,” but
Mrs Sinha didn't attend the call. “He’s
known to us because he used to call us for
booking beds in the hospital for people
close to him,” she said. “We don’t want to
stay here in such insecurity.”

However, the MLA had received a clean
chit from the party top brass.

Mr Anil Biswas said Mr De wasn’t present
at the spot during the incident and had left
much before it happened.

“I met him during the day and he had in-

formed me of the incident,” Mr Biswas
told reporters at the Alimuddin Street
headquarters. Police are probing into the
incident and the CPI-M’s Kolkata district
committee will also conduct a parallel in-
vestigation, Mr Biswas said. “The report
will be given to me either today or tomor-
row,” he added.
Though senior party leaders have
demanded the arrest of Opposition MLAs
if they are involved in similar cases, Mr
Biswas said: “Let those allegedly involved
be proved guilty first”.

He said eviction from hospital premises
will not be slowed down. There will be no
pressure on the administration to call off
the drive nor will our partymen be allowed
to oppose eviction, he added.

Mr Tapas Ray, Trinamul leader, said now
that a CPI-M leader has flouted Left Front
instruction, it remains to be seen what
steps the government takes against him.

& Another report on page 4
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since the Congress-Trina-

mul alliance lost the
Assembly elections. Its break-
up, which followed the defeat,
is an even more recent event.
Yet, there are signs already
that a fresh alignment of
Opposition forces may be in
the offing.

The Immediate impetus
comes. from the panchayat
elections, which are due in a
mere year and a half. It is
clear, however, that the real
goal of at least a section of the
Opposition is to present a new
challenge to the Left Front
rule at the state level.

For several years now, it has
been clear that the Left has
continued to rule through its
rural power base, which com-
pensates for its relative weak-
ness in urban West Bengal.
In real terms, say senior
Pradesh Congress Committee
leaders, “panchayat power”
includes control over the
police and district administra-
tions. This is why, they say,
the forthcoming polls are
crucial.

“QOur party cannot do well in
Assembly or Lok Sabha polls
if it has no role in the
panchayats,” PCC president
Pranab Mukherjee told the
Press at the end of a two-day
PCC general body meeting
last week.

It is at this meeting that the
desire for unity was clearly
voiced by a number of Cong-
ress leaders, perhaps for the
first time after the break-up

r""'_?"—""

/iT is not yet five months
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New anti-Left
force maturing

* The Congress in West Bengal now;saemms.
interested in winning back full credibility as
an Opposition party and is eager to fight
the Marxists. The Trinamul camp, too,
seems to have eniered a phase of soul-
searching that corresponds to the

k)¢

situation in the Congress,
writes TAPAS RAY 4"+

\0

with Trinamul Congress.
About 35 per cent of those
who took part in the
discussions urged the leader-
ship to work for a fresh con-
golidation of anti-Left forces.
Between 60 and 65 per cent of
it felt that the alliance with
the Trinamul had harmed the
party and spoke in favour of a
go-it-alone policy, but it is
doubtful whether this nega-
tive view will prevail in the
long run. There are several
reasons for this surmise.

One of the reasons pertains
to the situation in the state
Congress today.

There was a time, not so long

ago, when the party sebmed
averse to presenting any real
challenge to the Left and was
ridiculed as the CPI-M’s “B-
team”. The alliance with the
Trinamul before the Assembly
polls changed this image to
some extent.

The party now seems
interested in winning back
full credibility as an Opposi-
tion party. “A few individual
leaders may have taken
favours from the Left,” some
PCC leaders say, “but Cong-
ress as a whole is now eager to
fight the Marxists.”

The only way to do so is to go
on the offensive against the
Left Front government. If
Congress does so, its path will
run parallel to the Trinamul’s.
Even if a formal alliance is not
formed, the objective basis for
one will be laid, and workers
of the two parties will come
closer psychologically.

It may or may not be a
coincidence that the Congress
appears to be taking this path
not at the behest of the PCC
president, but upon being
pushed there from above and
below — by Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, chief whip of the
Congress Parliamentary Par-
ty, whom some PCC leaders
describe as “close to Mamata,”
and a section of grassroots
leaders and workers.

Early in September, Mr Das
Munshi had wurged Mr
Mukherjee to take up a prog-
ramme of agitation against
the Left Front government on
such issues as the politici-
sation of education and the
state’s poor plan performance.
He had indicated that the
Congress workers in the state
were a disheartened lot. In-
stead of making these obser-
vations in confidence, he had
chosen to write to Mr Mukh-
erjee, and distributed copies
of the letter at a Press con-
ference.

Naturally, this embarrassed
the PCC chief. When Mr
Mukherjee visited Malda and
Birbhum subsequently, some
party workers told him they
wanted the party to agitate

against the Left Front govern-
ment and to ensure a degree
of visibility as an Opposition
force, through the media.

Pradesh Congress insiders
say the party has now accept-
ed some of Mr Das Munshi’s
proposals.

Among these is an agitation
programme against the Left
Fropt..government, and the
forming. -of .2 25-member
“introspection” committee to
find answers to such ques-
tions as, why the state Cong-
ress has remained so far from
power for so many years, and
why it is no longer producing
national-level leaders.

This is clearly a compromise,
since differences between Mr
Mukherjee and Mr Das Mun-
shi over tactics had brought
the question of leadership into
discussion.

PCC insiders say that
“certain pro-Mamata leaders”
were keen that Mr Mukherjee
should go, and Mr Das
Munshi should take his place
as the PCC president.

The Trinamul camp, too,
seems to have entered a phase
of soul-searching that corres-
ponds to the situation in the
Congress.

PCC ingiders say that some
senior Trinamul leaders, in-
cluding MLAs, were thinking
of returning to the Congress.

One of them admitted that
many Trinamul workers in
Kespur were switching loyalty
to the CPI-M to save them-
selves. He is dissatisfied with
the pace at which the work of
building an organisational
structure - a weak point
identified after the electoral
defeat — has progressed in the
Trinamul.

“There was a call for work in
this direction at our recent
panchayat conference,” he
told this correspondent, “but
no concrete effort has been
visible since then.”

Though he said he was “not
yet” thinking of rejoining
Congress, the question of the
party’s leadership was on his
mind - he said he felt the
Congress would be better off
under Mr Das Munshi than it
is under the present leader-
ship.

In other words, though Ma-
mata Banerjee has returned
to the National Democratic
Alliance at the Centre and
reiterated a go-it-alone policy
in West Bengal, sections of
her party are leaning towards
the Congress.

Even if they do not rejoin the
Congress, they seem to view
the party as a viable Opposi-
tion force once again.

There are many in the
Congress who share
Trinamul’s anti-Left comba-
tiveness and even want a
fresh alliance with it. The
conditions for a new Oppo-
sition alliance, thus, seem to
be maturing in the state.

(The author is Special Repr
sentative, The State
Kolkata.) ’




Consensus eludes CM’s
anti-bloc

)

HT Correspondent q/ (17
Kolkata, October 1

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee found support for
his efforts for an agreement
against “rail and road blockade”,
but nota consensus with the Tri-
namool boycotting the meeting.

The SUCI too opposed the
move in principle, but its repre-
sentatives were present at the
meeting.

Buddhadeb dubbed the Tri-
namool’s absence from the all-
party meeting as a failure to ful-
fil their responsibilitiks towards
the people and the State Govern-
ment as the main Opposition. In
a bid to drive a wedge within the
Trinamool camp, the Govern-
ment let Panja-loyalist Bani

. Singha Roy to represent the State
 Trinamool Congress. Singha Roy
spoke in support of the proposal.

Buddhadeb stressed on ban-
ning road and rail blockades as
means of political agitation. “We

have nothing against proces-

sions, meetings or political gath-
erings. In fact, we are not talking
. of intruding into the trade union
rights, democratic rights or
human rights,” Buddhadeb said.

“The same does not hold true
for rail and road blockade. They
affect and harass innocent peo-
ple at large, who may not be relat-
ed to the issue of blockade at all.
How would such an agitation
affect the Government, if the
Opposition took to the streets,
instead of trying to solve it mutu-
ally,” Buddhadeb said.

But he didn’t insist on enforc-
ing a ban. Rather, the Chief Min-
ister invited people to debate on
the issue before taking a legal
stance. “The Government is not

(3

BUDDHADES BHATTACHARJEE

planning to impose a law to
enforce the ban. We have laws,
provision of fines and even jail,
against blockades. But I would
prefer a consensus,” he said.
“You cannot expect the resolu-
tion to be a decision from today;,”
the Chief Minister said. He
added that a draft of the resolu-

tion will be sent to all parties in

the district and block levelsand a
general opinion building exer-
cise and awareness would be cre-
ated to help parties arrive at an
agreement. Pradesh Congress
leader Manas Bhuniya and State
BJP president Asim Ghosh too
welcomed the move.

Even as there was a consensus
among the Left Front, partners
differed over interpretations. For
instance, CPI(M) State Secretari-
at member Shyamal Chakrabar-

ty said the Front representatives’

agreed to do away with block-
ades. State CPI(M) Secretary
Anil Biswas clarified that the
blockades should no longer be
used as a means of protest
against the Sfate or the Centre.

But for Forward Bloc State

a gogosal

$C boost for Buddha

CHIEF MINISTER Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee said
that his Government has got
legal sanction for eviction of
squatters along the Tolly’s
Nullah after the Supreme
Court rejected a writ petition
from one of the evictees on
Monday.

He also warned that anyone

found encroaching on land on
. the banks of any other canal
in the city would get the same
treatment as the squatters
along the Tolly’s Nullah,

The Mayor's reaction to the
court order was: “Since I am
in the Opposition, I cannot be
happy”

HTC, Kolkata

Secretary Asoke Ghosh, the con-
notation was entirely different.
“The Chief Minister proposed a
ban on sporadic blockades often
held on trivial issues. But he did-
n’'t rule out blockades on a larger
political and social cause. The
only difference is political par-
ties or trade unions will now
have to take permission from the
police 48 hours before such pro-
gramme,” he said.

Himangsu Das of the CPI also
argued for a qualified restriction
on blockades. But Das upheld the
people’s rights to “protest and
put up resistance” against dis-
crimination.

RSP leader Kshiti Goswami
urged the CM to draft the points

dhadeb accepted the idea.

of agreement and circulate it/
among all political parties.B/
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/CIVIC chairman resignati
" Mayor stands

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Sept. 25. — In a de-
velopment that may affect the
internal equations of the Trina-
mul Congress, the city mayor,
Mr Subrata Mukherjee, said to-
day the resignation of the CMC
chairman, Mr Anil Mukherjee,
cannot be revoked.

The mayor said there is no pro-
vision under law for acceptance !
or refusal once the CMC chair-
man or mayor resigns. “It is
taken for granted to be accep-
ted,” the mayor said.

Mr Mukherjee reiterated that
he stood by the eviction drive at
Tolly’s Nullah, as it was the
first condition to be fulfilled for
the Rs 1700 crore Asian Devel-
opment Bank loan.

Mr Mukherjee said, the muni-
cipal affairs minister, Mr
Ashok Bhattacharya, has
asked the municipal commis-
sioner whether the CMC chair-
man had tendered his resigna-
tion. In the eventuality, the
minister has said, he would is-
sue a notification for fresh elec-
tions in the corporation.

“There is an exclusive budget

f Rs 40 crore for the Tolly’s

‘ullah development scheme,
t of which, Rs 6 crore is from
v state government”, the
yor added The pro_]ect in-

W
lon irrevocable mMamata stays put on agltatlon

by avic

YEX )
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NITISH URGES BUDDHA TO ENSURE OUSTER

J KOLKATA, Sept. 25. — The railway minister, Mr Nitish Ku-
| mar, has urged the chief minister, Mr Buddhadev Bhat-:
ktacharya to take “personal interest” in the removal of en- .
croachments from the banks of the Tolly’s Nullah in the city’s .
! southern suburb, for the extension of the Metro Railway. ‘
| In a letter to the chief minister on September 18, copies of

okl

which were released to the media here yesterday, the railway .

| minister also urged Mr Bhattacharya to issue “necessary direc-
tives,” so that the work on the multl-crore rupee project contin-

\ ued “anhindred.”
Since the Metro’s extension

| benefit the millions, a personal intervention by the chief minis- -
| ter was requlred to continue the construction work unabatedly,

programme would extensively

i Mr Kumar said in the letter. — SNS

| I

cludes total development of the
neighbouring 41 wards, preven-
tion of waterlogging and disea-
ses like malaria and dengue.

“A treatment plant will have
to be set up near Joka for treat-
ing the water before releasing
it into the rivers. The rivers, Bi-
dyadhari and Pulti, will have to
be dredged or else there will be
massive backflow of water from
them,” the mayor said. A multi-
agency committee headed by
the mayor is commissioned to
implement the project. If not
implemented this winter, the
scheme would be delayed by
another year, he added.

Mr Mukherjee also said, he
wanted the eviction process to

be completed smoothly “Accord-
ing to the government, those
having legal right to the land
will be rehabilitated. “But I
wanted the rehabilitation
scheme to be extended to some
more people. But the chief min-
ister didn’t give me a chance”,
Mr Mukherjee added. He regret-
ted the deteriorating relation
between the ruling and Opposi-
tion parties. “The tradition of
good relations between opposing
parties is fast eroding. It's not a
sign of a healthy parliamentary
democracy”, he lamented.

Trinamul anti-eviction stir:
A day after Miss Mamata
Banerjee’s announcement that
'I‘nnamul would go in for unan-

THE STATESMAN

26 Sep 2001

(R N —

Miss Mamata Banerjee

nounced programmes to protest
against the eviction along the

Tolly’s Nullah, the party’s youth

wing has chalked out agitation-
al programmes in the city and
districts. They will also protest
against the law and order situa-
tion. At a Trinamul Youth Con-
gress meet this afternoon, it was
also decided that Miss Banerjee
will be requésted to call a state
bandh before the Pyjas.

Miss Banerjee left for Delhi this
evening to attend tomorrow’s
NDA meeting. Before leaving
she said, the media should have
played a constructive role in de-
fending the rights of the poor liv-
ing along Tolly’s Nullah.

Mr Jyotipriya Mallick, Trina-

e
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Mr Subrats Mul‘(herjia;

mul MLA, Mr Alok Das, Trina-
mul working president, and Mr
Madan Mitra, party general
secretary, took the lead at to-
day’s meeting to suggest that
every district TYC unit be
asked to organise 5,000 party
activists for any militant move-
ment at short notice. Their sug-
gestion was approved.
The TYC has also decided to or-
ganise a rally between Garia
and Naktala on 28 September to
protest the manner in which |.
squatters were being evicted.
On 29 September, TYC will or-
ganise road blocks and if neces-
sary, deflate bus tyres across
the state. On 1 October, TYC
will gherao all SDPOs oﬁices
—




Bllddll(l firm on evi
1.0
B SRR and ‘for improving” the

P city drainage system,
preventing pollution and
expanding the Metro
rail

- STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

' KOLKATA, Sept. 24.— “Under no

circumstances will the Tolly's Nullah
. eviction drive be stopped,”’the chief
| minister said today.

A Trinamul team, comprising Mr Subrata
Mukherjee, Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Mr
Partha Chatterjee, Mr Rajib Deb and Mr
Sovan Chattopadhyay, met Mr Buddhadev
. Bhattacharya at the Writers’ Buildings.

Mr Bhattacharya made his intentions

! clear to them. The urban development

minister has said the next drive may

| start tomorrow or the day after.

I Later at a Press conference, the chief
minister said eviction will be carried out
for the benefit of a greater section of the
people. “For the interest of a handful, we
can'’t ignore the benefit of the mass.”

Asked why he was not communicating
with Miss Mamata Banerjee, he said:
“You can’t clap with one hand. I tried
several times to talk to her, but she
showed no interest.”

Moreover, Mr Bhattacharya told the

mayor and Trinamul
MLAs that Calcutta

encroachers’ removal.

Bhattacharya, the Union
railway minister, Mr Ni-
tish Kumar, requested

interest and give neces-
sary directives on the
matter so that the Metro
extension work conti-
nues unhindered.

for the mayor’s coope-
ration in the eviction

Mr Mukherjee that all

High Court had ordered

In his letter to Mr |

him to take a personal

Mr Bhattacharya asked |

drive. He reportedly told }. .~

discussions on this issue
took place in the mayor’s
presence and he had concurred with
these. It was unfortunate that Mr
Mukherjee later changed his stand.

Mr Ashok Bhattacharya said eviction
was necessary for the canal’s desiltation

the state.
|
|
l
| He said
2.5-km
Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya

was displaced

VR o
. Rehab

The project, a part of
Ganga Action Plan,
costs Rs 33 crore. The
Centre will provide Rs
26 crore and the rest Rs
7 crore will be given by

i The minister, however,
 said the state will have
| to pay Rs 7 crore more as
j the project was delayed
| due to some court cases.
apart from the
stretch from
Garia rail station to
Garia bridge, eviction
will have to carried out on another 4-km
stretch till Kudghat. he asserted during
the eviction drive, no one with land deed

He assured the administration will be

on .
P

careful ndt to evict any title holdej

Mr Ashok Bhattacharya said that it's
holidays as NS Road will have to be
closed from time to time. But, he also said

days. He said the irrigation department
and Metro rail will start their work
within a month,

has asked him to stop the eviction till the
Supreme Court hears the case.

But he had replied that it was not
possible to stop the eviction drive. He
today met the DM and SP of South 24

administrative officer of Metro railway.
Mr Garg later told reporters that a

the canal and in order to remove
obstruction of the flow of water in the
canal, the embankment on both sides will
be widened. The Metro authorities will
pay Rs 5 crore more to the irrigation
department for  widening  the
embankment.

CM reaction
disappoints
Subrata

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE %KOLKATA, Sept. 24. — The
! Trinamul Congress is going to
KOLKATA, Sept. 24. — Mr Sub- | seek constitutional help from
rata Mukherjee said he was | the Centre as the party believes
hurt and surprised at Mr Bud- | that parliamentary democracy
dhadev Bhattacharya's behav- | in West Bengal is under threat.
iour, when he went to meet him \ Miss Mamata Banerjee said
at the Writers’ Buildings today. | this today, adding that she had
At a press conference along | talked to Mr LK Advani on the
with Miss Mamata Banerjee, | Tolly’s Nullah issue and the sub-
Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay and = sequent “brute force” allegedly
Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Mr Mu- | resorted to for evicting the
kherjee said at the meeting | squatters and genuine house
this morning the chief minister ’ owners. A Trinamul delegation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

was adamant that the eviction | led by Miss Banerjee, is expected
work should continue. “It is not » to meet the Governor tonight.

a question of compulsion but of | “We will raise the issue at the
moral responsibility, that we t NDA meeting,” she added. The
wait for the Supreme Court or- | meeting is on 26 September. She
der. We don’t have to wait very | ruled out a bandh saying the
long for that,” he said.
The chief minister only agreed
to consider the rehabilitation of |
those who have valid docu- |

ments, he said. When Mr Bane- |

e

Trinamul won’t Mr Sudip Ban- pate, went ahead with eviction
do anything to dopadhyay, work in an area falling under
“disturb  the Trinamul chief the CMC'’s jurisdiction.

people”. whip in the Lok Miss Banerjee said, henceforth,
She added her § Sabha, said the she won't announce what the
party was pre- ' chief minister shape of her party’s agitation

pared for all

had butchered

would be. Programmes would be

sorts of agita- f parliamentary adopted at the right time to ex-
tion, without | democracy by press solidarity with the dis-
prior announce- insulting the tressed people of West Bengal.

ments, “till the mayor, Mr Sub- Asked about the government’s
government de- rata Mukher- claim that many squatters
cides to rehabil- jee, and the along Tolly’s Nullah had left
itate the oust- leader of the much before the eviction drive
ees. Hence- |- . Opposition, Mr had been launched, the Trina-
forth, such agi- ] Pankaj Bane- mul chief preferred to compare
tations would be Miss Mamata Banerjee rjee, at today’s them with the people of Afgha-

undeclared ones

ocratic movements,” she said.

meeting
as the CPI-M government sha- Writers’ Buildings. Mr Bando-
melessly uses the administra- padhyay added that the gov-
tion and police to curb our dem- ernment, despite being told by
the CMC that it won’t partici-

at nistan fleeing the country fear-
ing US attacks. “People left be-
cause of fear of being killed.
The same thing happened here

to0o,” she said.

better to carry out the eviction work on

the next eviction will start in a couple of

The minister said, in a letter, the mayor

Parganas and Mr GK Garg, chief

pillar will be constructed in the middle of

Trinamul takes fight to Centre ‘court

CPM decries Mamata ouster stir

il

- dust \

‘| TARUN GOSWAMI
- STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

I KOLKATA, Sept. 24. — A
f rehabilitation package for
'| 600 families living along Toll-
!l y’s Nullah between Kudghat
1| and Garia has been gathering
| dust for over a decade.
| The Centre had allotted Rs
! 34 lakh in 1988 under Calcut-
ta Slum Improvement Project”
| for the families’ rehabili-
tation. Each family was to get
. Rs 24,000, The CMDA too had
~ allotted six acres of land (dag
No 10 and 13) at Chowkga-
i* niagachia, Kalikapur mouza.
. Mr PB Nag, CMDA staff un-
‘|ion general secretary, has
{ written to the local MP, Miss
' Mamata Banerjee, to take up
| the matter with the Centre
and state government. Mr
| Subrata Mukherjee, mayor
"and CMDA board member,
too has been informed.
| Tt was decided at a meeting in
|. 1988 that the encroachers
| would be persuaded to leave to
|

facilitate cleaning of the canal.
The meeting was presided over
! by Benoy Chowdhury, then '

" land and land reforms minis- | -~

ter. Mr Kamal Basu, then

| mayor, senior CMDA officials

i and the irrigation departmen-

| t's chief engineer had attended

| the meeting. The matter was,

| however, not taken up as the
irrigation department had |

& shelved the cleaning of the ca-
nal for the time being. l

| Senior urban development

| officials said most of the peo-

| ple who prepared the scheme

'had either retired or had

| been transferred. They said

. there was no proposal to re- |
| vive the scheme.

. But why the government is |
' not using the 600-acre land to

| rehabilitate the encroachers |

rjee suggested a list be made of 6
those with valid documents, Mr |
Bhattacharya reportedly said |
making the list was the work of | KOLKATA, Sept. 24. — The CPI-M believes
the DM and engineers. | in “transparent, democratic movement” to
Mr Mukherjee said he had re- | uphold the interests of the people and not in
quested Miss Banerjee, to recon- | the “negative, undeclared one as threatened
sider the decision of any form of | by Miss Mamata Banerjee”, Mr Anil Bis-
protest and thanked her for put- | was, CPI-M state secretary, said today.
ting the announced bandh on | Mr Biswas was responding to Miss Bane-
hold at the eviction site. | rjee’s threat during the day to launch an
“This was with the hope that if | “unannounced agitation” in protest
there is any scope of discussion, | against the eviction of unauthorised set-
it should be held. The move to | tlers along Tolly’s Nullah.
oppose the eviction is not just | “Miss Banerjee must be itching to learn
for the sake of opposing it,” he | from the terrorists their mode of attacks
. said. “But I was very disappoin- | that have been condemned throughout the
*) ted that Mr Bhattacharya was 3 world. She makes such noise because she
[

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

masses,” Mr Biswas said.

He asserted no chief minister of a BJP or a
Congress government in the country is as
“refined and democratic” as Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya. He was reacting to the
charge levelled by Miss Banerjee during the
day that Mr Bhattacharya has become “ar-
rogant”. “On the contrary, Mr Bhattacharya
has displayed his democratic spirit by meet-
ing Trinamul Congress representatives and
discussing the eviction of unauthorised set-
tlers along Tolly’s Nullah,” Mr Biswas said.
Responding to Miss Banerjee’s allegation
that the government has clamped “unde-
clared Emergency” in the state and that
there is no rule of law, Mr Biswas said :
“Some of those, who are making such loud

so angry about the whole thing”. | finds herself increasingly isolated from the

noise about Emergency, were even minis- for central intervention-in the state.———"

- who have been evicted from
| the banks of Tolly’s Nullah
| recently to facilitate Metro |
| Railway expansion remains |
| unanswered. Also, if the Cen- |
! tre could allot money then,
! why is Mr Buddhadev Bhat- ‘
| tacharya not trying to per- |
suade it to do so now?

ters of Congress government during the
Emergency and as such they know better
than anybody else about the difference in
the state of affairs that existed during the
Emergency and the one prevailing now”.
He repudiated Miss Banerjee’s charge
that the government has interfered with
the powers of the CMC by “unilaterally”
going ahead with the eviction.

“Why is it then that the mayor assured
the government of all cooperation by the
CMC on the eve of the eviction. Everyone
has seen newspaper photographs of the
mayor and the minister for urban develop-
ment at the meeting where the two dis- @ that had gllowegl them to set-
cussed the eviction programme,” he said. | tle there,” he said.

| Khan, today demanded reha-

pensation” for Tolly’s Nullah
oustees. “It is the government

BJP demand: The state BJP
! vice-president, Mr Muzaffar |

' bilitation and “suitable com-

{
\
:

!
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£

5

He brushed aside Miss Banerjee’s demand ;' e

jf L —
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~~ Haldia Petrochem gets

o A
A

KOLKATA Sept 5. - Leadmg fin nmal institu-

SNS & PTH

| tions today offered help for the delit-restructur- -

J ing of Haldia Petrochemicals Limited. There
; were indications that Indian Qil Corporation
| would join the project as an equity partner.
The meeting was convened by HPL promoters to
discuss the restructuring of company’s debts
with IDBI, ICICI and State Bank of India, in a
J bid to pull it out of the financial crisis.
| Two of the three HPL promeoters, the state gov-
ernment and the Chatterjee Group, attended
# the meeting in Mr Nirupam Sen’s chamber.
| “Banks and financial institutions offered all
possible help for a speedy restructuring of HPL,”
‘ Mr Sen told journalists after the meeting. He
| did not give details of the restructuring plan or
| any fixed timeframe. Positive discussions were
| held on marketing and the issue of preference
| shares. The minister evaded questions on the
’ extent to which HPL’s debt burden would de-
cline after restructuring.
| The HPL had received a proposal from 10C to
| enter as fourth partner in the project. “We have
} received a proposal from IOC and the proposed re-
| structuring package will also consider it.”
| There is no specific objection on I0C’s participa-

ﬁnanc1al lifeline

- cussed IOC participation issue with Mr LK Ad-

|

\

|

(
tion in the HPL,” Mr Sen said. But the three ex- |
isting promoters would first discuss the nature of (
its participation. “Participation does not 1mply
that we must agree to whatever they want.”

But he did not specify whether the other two [
promoters, the Tatas and the Chatterjee group, '
had any objections to I0C participation in HPL. . ,
Reports in a section of the Press had said both ‘
had objections to I0C coming in.

Yesterday, Mr Sen and Mr Asim Dasgupta d1s-

§ani and Union petroleum minister, Mr Ram \
aik,

Before the meeting, the IDBI representative
said the company might consider converting a
part of the loan extended to HPL into equity.
“We will discuss the proposal,” he said. The ID-
BI has the largest exposure of over Rs 950 crore
in HPL among the Fls. .
Tatas absent from meeting: The Tatas skip- |
ped the crucial meeting at Writers’ Buildings, ] )
raising fears about their intentions. J

No representative from Tata Sons, which holds
14 per cent stake in the Rs 5170 crore HPL, at- |
tended the meeting. “We had received a commu- |
nication from the Tata’s expressing their inabil-
ity to attend today’s meeting,” Mr Sen told

journalists. / |
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“Rashid convicted in-blast case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 9 /@

KOLKATA Aug. 30. — Mo-
hammad Rashid Khan and five
‘ of his associates arrested in
| connection with the Bowbazar
| blast case were pronounced
! guilty under Section 120B of
e . the Indian Penal Code, Sections
| 3 and 5 of the Explosives Sub-
| stance Act and Sections 3(2)X1)
‘: and 3(3) of Tada Act today.
| Pronouncing the verdict, Mr
| Pranab Kumar Deb, judge, 12th
‘ Bench, City Civil and Sessions
* Court, said the sentence on the
. convicted persons will be an-
! nounced at 11 a.m. tomorrow.
; The accused were however ac-
. quitted of the charges brought
. against them under Sections
! 302 and 436 of the Indian Penal
i Code. Besides Rashid Khan, the
| others convicted in the case are
i Abdul Ajij CK, Mohammad
! Mustafa aliag-Murtaja, Panna-
a, Mohammad Gul-

A

zar and Mohammad Khalil."

The case was started against
the accused after 69 people died
in a bomb explosion at 267
Bowbazar Street, The incident
occurred on 16 March 1993, a
few months after the city was
rocked by communal disturban-
ces in the wake of Babari Mas-
jid demeolition in Ayodhya.

The couttroom, corridor and the
vicinity of the court were packed
with policemen in uniform and
plainclothes. Identities of the
visitors were checked as the
crowd of advocates, reporters
and the relatives of the accused
swelled in the courtroom.

The accused were produced in-

the court at 11.45 p.m. The vis-
itors craned their necks to hear
Mr Deb pronouncing the judge-
ment.

While the accused remained
impassive, tears streamed
down their relatives’ cheeks af-
ter the Judgement was read out.

B\ b

Mohammad Mustafa, one of the
accused, told Mr Deb that he
did not have any advocate to de-
fend him during the trial. The
judge asked him to make a writ-
ten submission tomorrow.

Mr Nabakumar Ghosh and Mr
Ashok Bakshi were the public
prosecutors in the case. Mr Ga-
nesh Maity apd Mr Abu Bakkayg

Dhali were the defence lawyers.

Fears still persist: Nine years
have passed since the blast
rocked Bowbazar and left a
scar on the city, the fear of
Rashid Khan continues to seal
the lips of the people.
Businessmen and local people
today refused to react to the
satta don’s conviction. “If was a
devastation. But please don’t
ask anything now. Why bring
up old issues”, said the owner
of a furniture shop located close
to the blast site. Two men were
found trailing The Statesman
reporter and photographer.

THE STATESMAN

3 1 AUD 1

The Chinese family that had
lost a teenage daughter in the.
blast had moved out of the area
years ago. People have almost
forgotten how the girl’s brother
made it to the headlings when
he swore to kill Rashid Khan to
avenge his sister’s death. An-
other Chinese family had moved
into the flat two years ago. -

At least three’ congested
building blocks were razed and
a number of surrounding ones
were badly damaged in the
blast. .

It was so powerful that a new
tram line which was to be laid
had been bent like a bow. The
overhead wire for trams had
snapped  with local people
claiming that a number of
people had been electrocuted.
It took firemen at least three
days to clear the debris from
the blast site after which the

authorities put Wath

toll at 69,
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chairman held

.f/\

| STATESMAN NEWS SEIWICE

KOLKATA, Aug. 24. — The
! former Dum Dum municipality
| chairman, Mr Sudhir Bhatta-
- charya, was today arrested for
| his involvement in Sailen Das’s
| murder, police said.
. Mr Bhattacharya, who was det-
| ained this morning under char-
| ges that he allegedly paid Rs
. 1.10 lakh for the murder, was fo-
| rmally put under arrest late ton-
" ight after sustained interrogati-
| on. Police said he would be
| produced in the SDJM’s court,
§ Barrackpore, tomorrow.
' Meanwhile, the DIG (Presi-
\ dency Range), Mr Gautam
- Chakraborty, who is handling
' the case, said the plot was
! uncovered during the interro-
,\ gation of Mr Bhattacharya.
The chief minister, Mr Bud-
| dhadev Bhattacharya said:
\ “With this arrest, we've been
able to find the culpnts Some
" more arrests are in the offing.”
- | The SP, North 24-Parganas,
| Mr Kuldlp Singh, said: “The
; former chairman was probably
\ into a coup to remove Sailen
Das and hoped to replace him
after killing him.”
| Mr Sudhir Bhattacharya was
| the municipality chairman for 32
| years till he was defeated by
| Sailen Das in 1999. He was
- expelled from the CPI-M in 1974
, for anti-party activities. How-
|
\

i
I

ever, he continued as the
chairman after forming an
organisation. called Dum Dum
\ Puro Unnayan Sanstha. From
time to time, he enjoyed the
\ support of the Congress and the
CPI-M.

Five more people had been
arrested since last night in
connection with Sailen Das’s
murder from Dum Dum and
Baguihati. They are Sambhu

_Babulal

for Das’s murder

nG\&

Prasad Kamath, \ Debashis
Ghatak, Babulal Sharma,
Mrityunjay Ghosh and Tapas
Bhattacharya. They were
produced before the SDJM
Barrackpore and remanded in
police custody for 10 days. The
first three have named the
former chairman.

Police said on being tipped off by
Kamath, an employee of the
Dum Dum Municipal Hospital,
they raided Mr Sudhir Bhatta-
charya’s house this morning.
Kamath had admitted receiving
the money during interrogation.
Kamath said it was for chalking
out a plan for the murder.

Police recovered Rs 40,000,
paid for the killing, from three of
them. About Rs 25,000 was
recovered from Kamath and Rs,
5,000 from Babulal Sharma, a
promoter and CPI-M activist in
Dum Dum. Kamath reportedly
lured Babulal into the plot.
Babulal was promised more
money if he could kill Sailen Das.
Kamath also assured him that
he would be permitted to build a
house in the area once the job
was done. He was given 16
copies of Das’s photograph and
his house was shown to him.
later  contacted
Debashis Ghatak and informed
him about the time when Das
usually left for office. The two
came to the area thrice to
identify Sailen Das. They

‘planned to murder him either

when he was leaving for office or
was on his way back home.

All three have individually told
police that Mr  Sudhir
Bhattacharya had paid them for
the murder. Police said the
murder could have been due to
the contention for the post of
Dum Dum  municipality
chairman. Planning began

after the Assembly elections.

AR

Mrs Shampa Bhattacharya, Mr
Sudhir Bhattacharya’s daugh-
ter-in-law, said: “ Police are
unnecessarily - harassing Mr
Bhattacharya.” An aide of the
former chairman said: “Mr |
Bhattacharya is being framed by |
the CPI-M because he was
expelled from the party.”

Babulal’s mother, Mrs Santosh |
Sharma, said: “My son is a CPI- |
M activist and supplies building
material. He has links with SP
Kamath because he had hired -
him for worshipping Amitabh :
Bachchan’s  portrait.” Mr
Ramendranath Ghatak, Deb-
ashis’s father, later admltted
that Biswajit, alias Biswanath,
prime accused, took shelter at
his home on the day before the
incident.

Mr Sudhir Bhattacharya’s son,
Mr Chandan Bhattacharya, is a
promoter. He was allegedly
involved in some la
irregularities.

Anil’s stand: A person’s poli-
tical affiliation doesn’t exo-
nerate him of a crime he may
have committed, Mr Anil
Biswas said today. He was
commenting on the arrest of Mr
Sudhir Bhattacharya. The CPI-
M state secretary said. the
police had been given a free
hand to bring to book the

-culprits involved in the
murder.
Asked if a party probe will be

ordered, Mr Biswas said there
was no need as the party had
not received any complaint
against any activist.

Political vendetta, says
Pankaj: The Trinamul
Congress leader, Mr Pankaj
Banerjee, said the arrest of the
former Dum Dum municipality
cha.lrman was an act of political

N See m"'““p nace 8§
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(Continued from page 1)

vendetta. “Mr Bhattacharya,

a 70-year-old man, has been
targeted by Mr Buddhadev
Bhattacharya’s police as he
had constantly waged a war
against the CPI-M,” Mr
Banerjee said.

According to him, Mr Sudhir
Bhattacharya had opposed
the CPI-M in the last
Assembly polls and had also
been instrumental in the
victory of Mr Arunava Ghosh,
Trinamul Congress
candidate, from Dum Dum.

Mr Banerjee said the polic
had enough powers to force a
criminal into saying that Mr
Sudhir Bhattacharya had
given him money to kill
Sailen Das. |
Trinamul Congress MLAs |
organised a sit-in near
Gandhiji’s statue on Mayo |
Road to protest against
crimes and murders in the
state,

The Trinamul youth
Congress  president, Mr
Sanjoy Bakshi, said the chief |
minister should be ashamed !
because of the spate of
murders in West Bengal.

/
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THE MINISTRY of External
Affairs (MEA) has turned down
the West Bengal Government’s
demand to rename the State as
Bangla. The MEA sent a note to
the Home Ministry saying that
such a name change would
invite unnecessary diplomatic
problems and strain ties with
Bangladesh, which is already
perturbed by the State Govern-
ment’s decision.

In July last year, the West
Bengal Assembly had adopted a
resolution to change the names
of<Calcutta and West Bengal to
rid the State of its “colonial
legacy”. State Chief Secretary
Manish Gupta then sought the
Home Ministry’s approval.

On December 9, the Ministry
told the State that Calcutta

Chandan Nandy
New Delhi, August 11

BUDDHADEB BHATTACHARJEE

shouldn’t be renamed unless
there were very special reasons
and that a “change should not
be made merely on grounds of
local patriotism or linguistic
reasons”, It sought detailed rea-
sons for the proposed change.
Subsequently, North Block
approved the renaming of Cal-

cutta in December, and the city
was officially re-christened
Kolkata on January 1.

But it wasn’t that easy with
‘West Bengal’. There was dis-
sent in the State itself and the
matter was shelved. In June,
Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee revived the issue.
Sources said a final decision
was yet to be taken.

They said a constitutional
amendment would be required
to effect the change. Before Cal-
cutta became Kolkata, the
names of two other cities —
Bombay and Madras — were
changed to Mumbai and Chen-
nai. But so far, no State has
sought to rename itself.

It is unlikely that the Centre
will agree to the State’s propos-
al. It may insist that the Left
Front think of another name for

West Bengal.
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“Police trace kidnap route
BY PRONAB MONDALn -\ dhadflt ll}@t:acharjee, like CID

BAPPA MAJUMDAR &
AVIJIIT NANDIMAJUMDAR

Calcutta, Aug. 3: Khadim’s
owner Parthapratim Roy Burman
may have returned home alone,
unaided by police, but facts that
have surfaced in the past 24 hours
indicate that the multi-agency in-

- vestigation into the eight-day kid-
nap saga was on the right track
from the beginning.

“One must realise that we are
up against a formidable team high
on resources, skills and resolu-
tion,” head of the special investi-
gation team and inspector-gener-

_alof poli Bengal) Prasun

Mukherjee said today. “It wasn’t a

- neighbourhood operation carried
out by a cheap gang.”

The CID has collected sizeable
evidence, which points to the role
of some inter-state gangs.

A CID officer said the Ameri-
can Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) was called in to assist in
tracking the phone calls routed
through that country. The FBI tra-
ced two calls the Roy Burmans re-
ceived three days after the abduc-
tion to the Amsterdam-New York-
London-Chennai-Calcutta route.

Officially, the administration
still refused to shed light on the

. kidnapping. Chief minister Bud-

inspector-general Partha Bhatta-
charyya, was mum today as well.
“T shall make a statement on the
issue whenlam in a position to do
s0. You need not ask, I shall myself
call you and explain everything.
Wait till then,” the chief minister
told reporters.

The police carried out over-
night raids after Roy Burman re-
turned home yesterday and de-
tained several people for interro-
gation. Some key arrests are like-
ly to follow shortly.

“We have enough evidence
that proves that local contacts ac-
tually collaborated with the ab-

ductors and helped them getasafe -

passage from the scene of the
crime,” an official said, adding
that the CID was now trying to
trace a police informer who was
tipping off Tiljala businessman
Chunnu about the raids.

Officials are also combing
areas in North 24-Parganas,
where, they believe, Roy Burman
was taken and given crude med-
ical treatment for eight days.

A West Bengal Armed Police
official has been sent to Hyder-
abad where, the police believe,
payment of the ransom was
arranged. CID officials also visit-
ed Woodlands Hospital where Roy
Burman was operated on today.

The wounded shoe magnate asked
for time to reconstruct the entire
incident, officials said.

The police have sought the
help of their Mumbai and Uttar
Pradesh counterparts to trace
Hafiz Alam and Saudagar Singh,
henchmen of Chhota Rajan’s
rival Fazl-ur-Rahman. Investiga-
tors feel they are among the main
suspects in the case. They were
told by their sources that the duo
came to the city a week before the
abduction.

But Mumbai police do not
seem to have much idea about the

- activities of Alam and Singh. Ac-

cording to the information they
have provided, both come from
Uttar Pradesh and initially
worked for Chhota Rajan before
switching loyalties to Rahman.

However, investigators have
learnt that both probably master-
minded the abduction of a Bihar-
based industrialist and a Gujarat
businessman.

Roy Burman’s abduction is a
signal to the city’s businessmen
that they are no longer immune
from being the target of inter-
state gangs. One theory doing the
rounds is that the shoe baron was
one of six city-based industrial-
ists that the gangs may have tar-

geted. /

¥ See Metro
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Pix: PIYAL BHATTACHAS

and a stories that cor-
roborate perfectly with
the general trend in the
state.

The Kidderpore Ma- |

Ith

..........

doctors here — one an eye surgeon ana
the other a dental surgeon — but after
they retired new recruitments weren’t
made. According to superintendent
Agim Kumar Mitra, “Kabitirtha is a
thickly populated area and most of the
patients are very poor. We cannot do
the: needful because there is no supply
of medicine.”

The most hapless, however, is the
Kidderpore Chest Centre. “There. has
been no supply of medicines for the last
six. months,” says Dr BK Nandi. “The
local councillor is a non-entity and we
do not even know his’her name.” Tu-
berculosis patients here are treated
witthout any X-ray being done because
the machine has been ly-
ing defunct for years now.

That these health cen-
tres are in a shambles is
beyond debate. Council-
lor Shamima Khatoon, a
teacher by profession, is
totally ignorant of local
needs and has no time to
visit these centres which
| have become a haven for
i drug addicts and anti-so-
i cials. Indeed, the sorry
 state of these Centres are
in stark contrast to the
i we]l-managed nursing
homes jn.the area owned

Netaji Nursing Home
owned by state minister
for food and supplies Ka-

| limuddin Shams was es-
tablished in 1999. Emi-
nent personalities such
as J&K chief minister

s in Kplkata and its suburbs
volumep of their wretched con-
' Patienty lying unattended on
i 5, often|more than one patient
| into a single cot and dirty cab-
‘rrun by| fleas are a common
- oreover,|doctors at these hospi-
! irrespo sible, more interested
* lucratiye private practices,
reducing poor patients to the
guinea Jigs whose lives are of
isequence, death the only reali-
d, mongtary gain and lack of
m have Jparalysed the sense of
before [self. Nursing homes
tter vis fmg grmmds — finan-
d otheyv
quently, these hospitals more
morghes with alarming mor-
es. Liltewise, the three age-old
Muiicipal Corporation-run
atres it Kidderpore under the

a confitituency — eftablished
12 pef1 of the area — are eye-
guegi by a series of problems

ternity Home located
opposite  Ekbalpore
Nursing Home is a
mess. A 40-bed unit
with four doctors and 10 nurses, it has
no ambulance facility despite numer--
ous promises from the local legislator:
and councillors. Onlymrmaldel;vene-;
are carried out here as the operation
theatre remains closed.

Parveen Alam, a social worker, 847ys
“pregnant women have no option but to
leave the home in case of an emergen-
cy and are often compelled to go to the
nearby nursing homes”. She adds that
the poor cannot afford admission to
these nursing homes, as a result, of
which many of them die during child-
birth.

A doctor of the maternity home says
that “the pharmacist Ajoy Roy is zin in-
fluential CPI-M cadre and has been
stationed here for the last five vears”
and that “he sells medicines meant for
the patients to outsiders”..

At the Kidderpore Dispensary, it's
the same stary. There used to be two

s|s ymptomattc' of the pathetic
that prevails in the small recyclir
t gperate on the. south-east fring

Farooq Abdullah, Justice
AH Ahmadi and For-
ward Bloc general secre-
tary Ashok Ghose were present at its
inauguration. Interestingly, Shams
claimed in his inaugural speech that
the nursing home was dedicated to the
poorest of the poor of the area. Reality
is something else.

Tocal legisttator Ram Pyare Ram al-
so runs his own nursing home, Shri
Matri Bhavan. Apart from this, Ekbal-
pore Nursing Home and Bellona Nurs-
ing Home are run by M. Purkaistho, a
retired doctor of the Kidderpore Mater-
nity Home, and Dr Qasim, a Trinamul
leader, respectively.

These nursing homes are really ex-
pensive. A local health worker says
that “they are plundering poor people”
in the name of treatment. She adds
that these nursing homes have their
paid agents in Kolkata’s government
hospitals who “bring in patients” arriv-
ing in the city from different parts of
the count#y for treatment.

/

East Topma Road also admits to not

- having a trade license. “People do come
«to inspect. The nice ones don't.bother.
- 'The bad ‘ones dernand money,” he says.

His " shed ‘and eompound -are heaped
~with plastic iters ranging from saline
water bottles, which fetch the highest
price, to ‘taleum powder containers,
plastic syringes and combs,

- Rafiq’ Mollah, who works with Jai
* Bajrangwali Rubber, says he earns Rs
50 a day. Jagdish and Santosh of DS
Plastic earn 50 paise’ per kﬂogram of
. plastic recycled.

cycled at Topsia (above) and dry cell batteries
being taken apart at Tangra

‘which published a study on the subject

" and insufficient data make this an un-

According to Satyesh C Chakrabor-.
ty of Ekta Ecological Foundation,

1

in December 2000, raw material worth
Rs 53 crore is recycled-every year in

Kolkata alone. “And this is a modest

estimate,” he. adds. “Entrepreneurs
have to be assisted with finance. The
recycling capacity: can be. improved.
Different strategies need to be chalked
up for different substances.”
Chakraborty . also  places recycling
units operating without a trade license
at “over 50 per cent”. But few: studies

derstudied sector.

‘‘m not here to make
ompromlses’

Buddhadev _
Bhattacharya leans as |
much towards literature |
and Rabindrasangeet as |
he does politics. Having |
won the right to head
the state government, he
is honest enough to
admit to mistakes which
have cost West Bengal
dearly, has a mind of
his own and is bent on
laying down the rules,
even. if these run
contrary to the old
mindset. Excerpts of an
interview with
Arunava Das

S

vilva YHEVNISY -

You must be aware that vou represent sky-high heses — for anhon-  Yes, of course.

these demands and aspirations? .

I'm quite aware of what we are capable of doing and
what we are not. We'll definitely do what we think we
can do. And the things that are imposaible for us must
be openly explained to the people..At the public meet-
ings I addressed before the elections, § said: Pa thakbe
matite, kintu aamaader matha unchu korte hobe
ekabingsho shatabdir akashe. (With our feet placed
firmly on the ground, we must look up to the 21st cen-
tury sky). There is no doubting that people wanted a
change. But some people were bent on giving this
desire a negative shape. Had they been successful,
things would have gone from bad to worse. But the Left
Front victory made sure that didn't happen. And the
people by and large have accepted this change.

$0 you adnilt things Wera bad and sorme sert of chenges were nec-
essary. Many believe that had Jyoti Basu continued things would
have heen teugh for the Left.

Bad is a relative term. But it is true that in the course
of so many years of rule, a sort of stagnation has set
in. It was evident in our performance, both in the gov-
ernment and in the party. So I was very clear from the
outset. I convinced our party men that we must go to

the people and tell them what we had done and we
had not done. There was the anti-incumbency factor
and we convinced ourselves that we had to admit to
our mistakes. There was no option. If I spent 30 min-
utes detailing oyr achievements, I also spent 30 min-
utes speaking of our mistakes. We identified our fail-
ures and admitted our inability to correct these. And
that paid off.

What are you going to do about the fallures?

Now that we have been able to identify our failures and
problems, there’s no point sweeping them under the
carpet anymore. It should be an open exercise, Either
you set things right or get lost.

What if you fall to set things right?

Look, I'm a realist. I don't dream of anything that is not
achievable. But we must also see things in the larger
perspeciive. We have poverty, unemployment and illit-
eracy and these issues aren’t unique to West Bengal.
We are one of the 28 states in the country. The GDP
growth is only five per cent; in agriculture it is two per

cent. The growth rate in industry has come down from |

seven to five per cent. So we have to do everything in
the present context and in the present reality.

Unemployment has get to be the most testing of profrems.

Yes, it is. But can one state solve unemployment alto-
gether? The main problem lies in the planning that is
done at the Central level. One hundred and fifty mil-
lion people are unemployed. How can you hold one
state responsible for this scenario?

But something has to he dene...

job opportunities?

We have decided to put the accent on the traditional
sectors — small and medium-scale industries. We have
handloom that needs modernisation. Computers will
be used to create new designs. We have sericulture,
‘hosiery, leather, and plastics industries... Sixty-two
items have been identified in both the manufacturing
and service sector. Cooperative banks will play the
main role in financing.

What about marketing?

The government will take care of more than 50 per cent
of marketing through its PDS schemes. The small-
scale manufacturers do not have much to worry about
marketing any longer. We hope to generate 600,000
jobs through such schemes.

Knowledge-based industry is another important sec-
tor. I agree that it is not going to create many jobs in
terms of numbers, but the future lies in this sector.
Though a late starter, West Bengal already has a 20
per cent share of total national export in software. Last
year, our export was worth Rs 965 crore. We started in
1996-97, announced our IT policy in'1999. But now we
are making rapid strides. Two sectors in Salt Lake are

already brimming with IT units. So is Nonadanga.
Now we’re ready to go to Durgapur.

Are you entering into any collaboration?

Companies like IBM and Wipro are showing a consid-
erable interest in our state. With IBM helping us, we
have set up a learning centre, the first in the country.
Now IBM has come up with a proposal that it will take
charge of computer teaching in secondary and higher
secondary schools. It has offered assistahce for 2,000
schools. But we are not in a position to respond because
of a funds constraint. We will begin with 200. Not all
schools are sufficiently equipped and have the mini-
mum infrastructure for setting up computer centres.
We are going to sign an MoU with Microsoft. It will
help us introduce E-governance in government depart-
ments. Home, police, budget, land revenue, pension,
salaries will be computerised soon. This apart, we have
approached IBM to help us set up a training institute
for IT teachers needed for schools, engineering and

polytechnic colleges.

There has been a huge migration of students over the past few
years. Have you contemplated measures to arrest this trend?

It’s not easy. Give us some more time. From nine engi-
neering colleges two years ago, West Bengal now has
31 colleges. IT is now being introduced in polytechnic
colleges also. -

There was a time when the CPI-M was strongly apposed to the use
of computers...
In the past, we had certain nouons about it. It was a

Turn to page 2



' KOLKATA, July 25. -
the owners of the Khadim’s
Group, Mr Partha Roy Burman
(44), was kidnapped today by
five armed men from CN Roy
Road (barely a kilometre from
Tiljala police station). The ab-
! ductlon took place around 11

The driver of Mr Roy Burman’s
' car, Nabakumar Mondol (wor-
| king with the Roy Burmans for
" a few months), was arrested
" tonight, SP, South 24-Parganas,
" Mr DK Gang'uly, said. He was
the first person to inform police
,bout the abduction.
‘ “An eyewitness said the ab-
;ductors were young, spoke
¢ Hindi and didn’t wear masks.
" All phone calls to Mr Roy
Burman’s Salt Lake home
| were being tapped. There was
' no ransom call till tonight.
The incident occurred when
 Mr Roy Burman was on his

way to his godown at Topsia.
i He was travelling in a Tata
| Safari.

Sahajada Mastan, security
| guard at a local tannery, gave
' an account of what took place:
\ A white Maruti van was fol-

. Jowing the Safari while an-
} other one was parked outside
' French Tannery on CN Roy
' Road. The Safari hit a lamp
| post when the van behind it

One of |

Khadlm’s owner abducted%

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ‘i(g

The car of Mr Partha Roy Burman with a bullet mark on the windscreen at Tiljala police station in Kolkata on

tried to block its path from
the left side. Five men, with
revolvers, came out of the
van, parked outside the tan-
nery, and fired at the Safari’s
windscreen. .

One of them dragged Mr Roy
Burman and Nabakumar out
of the car. Mr Roy Burman
struggled to free himself. One

Wednesdav - The Statesman

of the men shot at Mr Roy
Burman in the leg. (However,
there was no bleod at the spot
or in the abandoned Safari.)
Before ‘the abductors took
away the businessman, Naba-
kumar jumped into a taxi and
fled.

The assailants huddled Mr
Roy Burman into one of the

Maruti vans and both the ve- -

hicles sped away towards Ja- -

davpur along EM Bypass.
The SP, South 24-Parganas,

Mr Deb Kumar Ganguly, said |

police rushed to the spot soon .

after Nabakumar informe,
(within 10 minutes after t]

i

\

‘iABDUCTION:

(Continued from page 1)

incident) the Parama police
investigation centre near
Energy Education Park on EM
Bypass. He said police and CID
officers are raiding different
places in South and North 24-
Parganas. The detective dep-
artment of the city police is also
helping in the investigation.

District police at Midnapore,
Bankura, Purulia and Bur-
dwan have been asked to keep

vigil at all entry and exit’

points. In Midnapore, police
were checking all vehicles
entering Bihar and Orissa.
Security had been tightened at
the six checkposts.

Mr Siddhartha Roy Barman,
the abducted businessman’s
younger brother, said: “Dada
used to go to Kasba industrial
estate and Topsia godown on
Wednesdays. The kidnappers
might have collected the
information. 1 came to know
about the incident from my own -
source around 11.30 a.m.”

B See ABDUCTION: %

The spot on CN Roy Road from where Mr Partha Rny Burman was kidnapped on Wednesday. — The Statesman

He ruled out business rivalry -

to be the cause of the abduction.

The Roy Burmans are also into
real estate business. They have
built a housing estate, with
about 400 flats, at Narayanpur

near the c1ty an'port

Mr Partha Roy Burman, his
wife and their three daughters,
stay in BH block in Salt Lake.
Earlier they used to live at
Bangur Avenue. His wife, Mrs

Piu Roy Burman, said: “We
never received any threats or
ransom demands.”

His daughter, Rishika, said:
“We didn’t know anything

about the incident. We were in

.

e

school.” Mr

Goutam

.Chakraborty, DIG (presidency

range), said the abductors
might have been tipped off by
some locals. Several people
were interrogated.
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" Speakh Iﬁd’ b‘\;'s%alect PAC chaifman

| NEVER before Ras the appointment of chairman of West
L Bengal assembly’s Public Accounts Committee generated
. 'se much controversy as it has-this time. The reason is under-
| standable. With Trinamul becoming the principal Opposition,

ists that they may no longer be able to hide the skeletons in
their cupboards when the malleable Congress was the main
Opposition. They are worried that if the chairmanship of the
quasi-judicial PAC goes to any of the “hostile” Trinamul

. MLAs their image would suffer. It is to forestall this that the :

| Marxists have not hesitated in making the Speaker Hashim
Abdul Halim a party to the controversy. Compared even to

his immediate predecessor and party comrade Mansoor |
Habibullah, Halim’s highly partisan conduct as Speaker has |

undermined legislative norms and conventions and made his
Chair controversial. The Wakf scandal has made matters
worse for him. As a result the Opposition shows scant respect
for him and, for the first time, departed from the past practice
of unanimously electing him as Speaker and has now moved
a no-confidence motion against him. Some of his statements
on the appointment of PAC chairman, were shocking and
smacked of partisan politics.

The apparent design is to split the Trinamul. That is why
Halim said that the appeintment of PAC chairman is his

cahoot# with his party prefers
1 . Mayor is under the control of the state government’s munici-
" pal affairs department, As PAC chairman how can he sit in
judgmetit since the Calcutta Corporation receives hundreds
. of crores of public funds from the state government? After all,
' the financial irregularities of both the municipal affairs
. department and the Calcutta Corporation come under the

~ scrutiny of the CAG whose audit report forms the basis of

' PAC investigation. Subrata has compromised himself by
. promising he would not have any confrontation with the state

prerogative although he knows that the Opposition leader’s
word is’'generally final. It is an ogen secret why Halim in |
ubrata Mukherjee. The |

l

there is considerable consternation among the ruling Marx- |

government. His appointment will compromise the PAC’s :

. credibility. The Marxists are stoutly opposing Dipak Ghosh’s
candidature as he has stirred a hornet’s nest by seeking
+ judicial intervention in the Salt Lake land allotment scandal.
- Saugata Roy is also a fit candidate for the job which must go
" to someone who i8 equal to the task. Certainly/not someone
- who C}mot stand up to the Government.

1



| (\PArguments against the tariff increase’
- Lber of Commerce before the West Bengal Electricity Re,
\ latory Commission, the CESC’s proposal to increase powe
| tariffs is entirely without basis. One will have to hear th
- CESC out on the subject before coming to conclusions, but the
| many questions raised by the BCC should make the CESC |
squirm and the public extremely inquisitive. Most |
accusations levelled by the BCC against the CESC relate to |
ineffective or less than honest cost management, to .
enumerate a few: more expensive LDO is used instead of !
furnace oil for all fuel requirements; the two older plants at |
\‘ New Cossipore and Mulajore, that employ more people per |
' KW produced accounting for less than 10 per cent of the -
utility’s overall production which can be easily made up by its |
other plants which are under-utilised, effecting a saving on |
.~ the wage bill of roughly Rs 80 crores; the CESC has brought |
its transmission and distribution losses up 58 per cent in nine |
years; the 6.6 KVA feeders are unmetered, the suspicion |
being that CESC officials are involved in illegal supply of |
unmetered power to bulk consumers; the savings on }
decreasing interest charges and normal growth in power |
sales should bring in the extra revenues they are looking for, |
| while the fuel surcharge should take care of any increase in |
- fuel rates over and above the applied tariff. These axe gerious ‘
| accusations and since the BCC note is out in the pyblic |
| domain, the CESC needs to do some detailed answering and |
\ quickly. One should point out to the BCC that it is not easy to |
get rid of 2000 workers in the state of West Bengal, but it is
a requirement the government should recognise.
On the tariff proposals as such, the. BCC paints an even
. grimmer picture. It has conducted studies on four industrial
| units to show that the new method of computation, based on
- KVA instead of KWH, will lead to an increase in power bills
| ranging from 43 to 76 per cent. The effect this can have on an
! already depressed industrial climate and on inflation in
general can be devastating. Also, the BCC says that the .
CESC’s proposal to ask industries that draw less than 75 per -
cent of their contract demand to pay the shortfall is in- |
equitous since the CESC pays no penalties when it fails to
. deliver power when needed. Is this the norm for private
power suppliers operating in other parts of the country? One
knows that the MSEB is under obligation to draw a certain
amount of power from the DPC, under pain of penalty, but |
then MSEB is not the direct consumer, only the distributing
agency. Is it fair to penalise industries for not taking the \
power they do not need? The BCC says this is in response to
the decline in the consumption of high tension electricity
which, atcording to the CESC itself, is its principal business |
segment. The point best taken in the BCC note is about the |
need for competition in the private power sector. The 16 per |
cent return on investment guaranteed by the Centre, says the |
BCC, allows private monopolies, such as the CESC to |
their units “the way they like, at the cost they like”. |
This cannot pass. . oo f ,‘
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KOLKATA, July 4. - The Trinamul a
Congress legislators today staged a wal
out after the Speaker, Mr HA Halim, re
fused to allow an adjournment motion de-
manding Mr Subhas Chakraborty’s remov-
al and a CBI inquiry into the Salt Lake
stadium case.

The adjournment motion was moved by
the Congress MLA, Mr Abdul Mannan.
He said the arrest of criminals from Salt
lake Stadium had been unprecedented. Mr
Buddhadev Bhattacharya, in his state-
ment, had said he was not satisfied with
the inquiry being conducted and so he had

| engaged the CID to probe into the matter.
.| The government should engage the CBI to

inquire into the incident, Mr Mannan said.
He demanded Mr Chakraberty’s immedi-
| ate removal.

The Opposmon MLAs shouted slogans de-

Mr Halim refused to allow the adjourn-
ment motion. They staged a walkout and
again joined the Assembly sessxon after
sometime.

The PCC vice-president, Mr Pradip Bhat-
tacharya today said the Congress would
intensify agitation against the government
on the Salt Lake Stadium issue. The party
was demanding a CBI inquiry. “CID inqui-
ries usually drag on and are never heard of
after some time,” he said. The Congress
will organise a major march on the issue
after the PCC president, Mr Pranab Mu-
kherjee, returns from Delhi on Thursday,
he said.

Trinamul protests: Trinamul supporters
staged a demonstration at 2-10 p.m. in
front of Raj Bhavan’s north gate protesting
against Mr Chakraborty’s alleged nexus
with criminals, The demonstration was led
by Mr Paresh Pal. Forty-seven persons

Opp Walkout ‘over stadium scandal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE [7_\ AQ/ manding removal of Mr Chakraborty after

were arrested.

BJP for CBI probe: The BJP vice-presi-
dent and West Bengal observer, Mr Kai-
lashpati Mishra, today demanded a CBI
inquiry into the Salt Lake Stadium affair.
“This has been demanded by many indi-
viduals and political parties.”

A CBI probe would clear the confusion |
created by the affair, he said. '

Mr Mishra demanded Mr Subhash Chak-
raborty’s resignation.

Mr Chakraborty should stay out of office
until the inquiry is completed, the BJP
leader said. However, he said, the affair
was not such as to require the chief minis-
ter's resignation.

Mr Mishra declined to comment on the is-
sue of Miss Mamata Banerjees return to
the NDA, j

He admitted he had seen the reports pre-
pared by the state BJP and had also inter-
acted with district units on this issue. /
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KOLKATA, July 7. - With a
view to clearing all sorts of
misunderstandings over the
CMC programme issue, mayor
Mr Subrata Mukherjee had a
long discussion with Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee over telephone
in the wee hours of today.

Miss Banerjee declined to
comment on the develop-
ments saying that she wasn’t
keeping well.

Mr Mukherjee reportediy

‘ told her that he had always
i been reluctant to organise the
. programme meant to cele-
E brate the first anniversary of
| the Trinamul board in CMC.
| Mr Mukherjee said he was
| aware of his accountability to
| the party and would not in-
| dulge in anything that could
. affect the party’s image.
\ Mr Mukherjee reportedly
| told Miss Banerjee that rebel
| leader Mr Ajit Panja had been
invited to the programme as a
Trinamul MP and that there
was no ulterior motive to hu-
miliate Miss Banerjee.
| Both of them agreed to go

ahead with plans for the 21
July Kolkata rally. ,

It is learnt that Mr Mukher-

{' jee alsypz’ the Trinamul

amata and
makes up

chief posted on developments
within the party relating to
the selection of the Public Ac-
counts Committee chairman
of the West Bengal Assembly.
Mr Mukherjee is a contender
for the post.

After his return from Chen-
nai yesterday Mr Mukherjee,
today discussed the issue
with Mr Rajib Deb, mayor-in-
council (drainage), Mr Sovan
Chatterjee, mayor-in-council
(water supply) and Mr Paresh
Pal at his residence.

He told them that the issue
should not be allowed to per-
petuate and efforts should be
made to make the 21 July ral-
ly a success.

The root of the misunder-
standing is said to be Mr Pra-
dip Ghosh, mayor-in-council
(slums) Mr Ghosh, after having
learnt that Mr Ajit Panja had
been invited to the CMC pro-
gramme, mobilised the support
of a few councillors and went to
Harish Chatterjee Street to tell
Miss Banerjee that the invita-
tion amounted to appeasement
of Mr Panja at the cost of Miss
Banerjee’s image.

Mr Ghosh’s ire was also be-
cause of the fact that he had
been- kept out of the three-

S EERE L L

- Ry

|
|
|
|
|

member committee that had |
been set up by the mayor to |
supervise preparations for |
the CMC programme. |
The committee comprised l
Mr Rajib Deb, Mr Sovan Chat-
terjee and Mrs Mala Roy, may-
or-in-council (conservancy).
After the committee began
functioning, Mr Deb and Mr |
Chatterjee decided to leave E
the entire task to Mrs Roy on ‘
grounds that she was compe-
tent enough to handle the job. |
Mrs Roy came to know yes- l
terday night that the pro-
gramme had been cancelled. i
\
\
\
|
|
|
|
|
!

She personally went to Mr
Amlan Datta, Mrs Ashima
Chatterjee and Mrs Sandhya
Mukhopadhyay’s residence to
inform them that the pro-
gramme had been called off.
All the three were to to be fe-
licitated by the CMC.
CM also to blame: Mr Mu-
kherjee said tomorrow’s pro-
gamme at Rabindra Sadan |
was called off due to “misun-
derstandings” in several
quarters. This includes the
state government, including‘:
the chief minister, people ]
within the Trinamul as well |
as the Opposition in the |
CMC, he said. . "
|
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THE DAY after his first visit to
Delhi after taking over as Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
Jee speaks to Arindam Sarkar on
Centre-State relations, his Gov-
ernment’s performance and the
promises the sixth Left Front Gov-
ernment wishes to fulfil in this
term:

Q: How did your meeting with
the Prime Minister go?

A: I raised some burning issues
affecting the State and requested
him to help us by not winding up
the public distribution system in
the country, particularly in Ben-
gal. As long as a large chunk of
people continue to be below the
poverty line, we have to continue
the rationing system and sub-
sidise rice, wheat, sugar,
kerosene oil and edible 011 among
others. We just can’t throw these
people to, the open market. I
pointed out to the PM that 56 col-
lieries are being closed down and
the Centre is planning to import
coal from Australia in the name
of ‘globalisation. I also requested
him to intervene to prevent the
stopping of Aeroflot and Singa-
pore flights from Kolkata. He
asked his civil aviation officials
tolook into the mater.

He appreciated our position

and said the State can run the
PDS but I pointed out it is not
possible without the Centre’s
help. As for PDS and subsidies,
he said he would look into the
matter. On closure of mines, he
argued that price of coal is
cheaper in Australia, but I told
him what about the thousands of
workers and their families? He
said we would have to take a
comprehensive view of import
and export policy. I told him if we
import coal and close our mines,
it is not globalisation but one-
sided business. At least I con-
vinced him it was a serious prob-
lem. .
Q: Did the topic of rigging come
up in your meeting with L K
Advani?
A: No. We did not dlscuss any-
thing on elections or.the so-called
rigging. He wanted to know
about the activities of the KLO,
PWG and partlcularly about the
security situation in the border
districts along Bangladesh. On
KLO, I told him the election
results showed we have isolated
them as we won all the seats
where the Rajbonshis are in a
majority. For instance, Coochbe-
har has 48 per cent Rajbonshis,
but we won all the seats.

‘We also did well in Jalpaiguri,
where they are in a majority.
But the point is, this terrorist
ogtfit is still operating with the
help of Ulfa and are taking
refuge in southern Bhutan.
Advani promised to look into
the matter.

Q: In your meeting with Petrole-
um Minister Ram Naik, you
asked for the involvement of I0C

in Haldia Petrochemicals: How'

will that help?
A: Idon’t want to elaborate on

with the PM and other ministers
Will that affect Centre-State rela-
tions?

A: I.don’t think so. The discus-
sions were held in a cordial

atmosphere. The PM was kind -

enough and listened patiently.
The Home Minister showed a lot
of interest in the State’s law and
order and the Petroleum Minis-
ter was also eager to help.

Q: Why have you taken a strong
exception to the WT'O agreement
signed by New Delhi?

A: Before signing the document,
they should have taken the opin-
ion of the States as agriculture is
a State Subject. And now we are
the ones who are facing the
music. What is the point in
importing rice? Now the Centre
calls a meeting, but this should
have been done earlier. I believe
there should be a consensus on
this. Otherwise, it will create
serious problems for all the
States, not just Bengal.

Q: Why was it necessary to

appoint Nirupam Sen as a point-
man of the Cabinet? o

A: (Smiles) To improve our per-
formance and also to include
some young leaders from the
party in the Cabinet. This has
given the Government a new
look and a fresh lease of life. As
Industries Minister, I think he
will do well.

Q: It is said that Nirupam Sen
will evaluate the performance of
other ministers too...

A: This is not correct, it’s a dis-
tortion of facts. Qur Budget ses-
sion starts on June 14 and we are
preparing the budget of all
departments. The usual practice
is that the Finance Minister calls
the meeting and all ministers
present their budget proposals to
him. But since the Planning
Development Ministry has b

given to Nirupam Sen, Ashim’

Dasgupta and he will both meet
the ministers and finalise the
departmental budgets.

Q: Do you believe the evaluation
process will improve the Govern-
ment’s performance?

A: Certainly. We have told minis-
ters to prepare their programme,
budget and action plan in the next
financial year. We will monitor
and evaluate their performance
at least after three ménths.

Q: But why has anéther ministe-
rial sub-committee been set up?
A: No, no. The sub-committee isa

party panel and has got nothing -
to do with the Government, :
There has been a party sub-com--

mittee all these years. I was a
convenor of that committee and
we discussed gnd analysed some
Government policies. But in the
Government, there is only one
committee and that is the Cabi-
net Sub-committee for Industries
that will focus only on indus-
tries. "

fulfil pI\'m{lises and rectif\y/ mistakes’

A

party doesn’t interfere in our
day-to-day work. The party only
oversees our work. But ministers
should work independently and
not be guided only by their alle-
giance to the party.

Q: Two years ago, the State Gov-
ernment appointed McKinsey to
look into the activities of the
Government and submit a report
on how it'should improve its per-
formance...

A: See, after the Destination Ben-
gal meet, we set up six sub-com-
mittees. As far as I remember,
one to look into the infrastruc-
ture and business prospects of
Haldia and one on road develop-
ment. We have finalised that
report and also finalised the

. .North-South Corridor report.

"The ADB okayed the report on IT
and we have formulated our IT
policy. As for steps to improve the
single-window system of the
WBIDC, there are two important
paraineters. One of them is the
creation of a land bank for new
investors. We are ensuring that
investors get a clear picture of
land available from the WBIDC
office and don’t have to run from
pillar to post. We have also
announced incentive policies for
investors. One hurdle is environ-
‘ment clearance. So we have cen-

tralised this system through the

pollution control board and have :

asked them to speed up the casbs
so that investors are not haras-
sed. It will take some time to
improve.

McKinsey has been a great
help. We are thinking of engag-
ingthem on a permanent basis a

* comsultants. We want to engag

-them in different projects. F
instance, the decision on Kulgi
Port has already been finalise

and now we are thinking of se
ting 11 a Snerial Beannmis Zon

fruitful. One of these was the sin-

gle-window system for industrial
development. They correctly
identified the loopholes and sug-
gested that if there are separate
departments for land, electricity,
environment clearance, etc, it
creates difficulties for industrial-
ists.

Q: You have met several industry
captains. What has been their
response to your Government’s
industrial policies?

A: Yes, I have met almost all the

chambers leaders and major
industry captains. The response
has been very positive and they
are all happy to see us back in
Writers’. They are also eager to
help us and invest in Bengal. In
the last one month, we have
worked on our programmes,
identified the areas of concentra-
tion from micro to macro level.

Q: How much investment has
been made in real terms after yo
started talking about industri:

’ Y PTI

gt

rejuvenation?

A: In the last one month, Ambu-
ja Cement has come up with
investment proposals and over
400 plastic industries are inter-

_ested to invest, including Neel

Kamal Group.. The Bantala
leather project is coming up very
fast. Since the announcement of
our industrial policy, we have
attracted investment of over Rs
20,000 crore in various sectors. IT
sector is emerging very rapidly.
As for joint ventures, we are
thinking of joining hands with
big players in food processing.
Cincona is another area since we
have Cincona plantations but
have failed to make use of it. We
are looking for a y /ayer interest-

ed in pharmaceut * 1l industries.

Another thrust ura is mining.

We have the resources. We would
like to make commercial use of
these resources by entering into
joint ventures with private com-
panies. Our Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation is performing
very poorly. -

MNCs like Siemens, Philips,
ITC, Mitsubishi and Videocon
are already there. Videocon
wants to expand. We are now
attracting IBM and they have
tied up with Webel to set up a dis-
tance-learning system. Now they
are interested in providing com-
puter training in schoels. I have
spoken with Az2im Premji of
Wipro. He wanted 12 acres, we
gave him that. When he asked for
more, we allotted him 30 acres.

Q: After so many years of
neglect, do you think the new
Government can usher in an
industrial revolution?

A: Look. we have to move very

ing my best to attract fresh
investment.

Q: What are your plans on I'T?
A: One thrust area is the sefting
up of software-based IT indus-
tries. We are encouraging small
and big IT firms to invest here.
Already in two sectors at Salt
Lake, 20 companies are function-
ing, employing over 14,000 people.
The second thrust area is train-
ing. Now we are thinking of set-
ting up IT training centres at
Siliguri, Durgapur and Haldia.
We have approached Microsoft
for setting up training institutes
for IT teachers. Now [ am waiting
for Bill Gates’s response. Another
area is e-governance. We are try-
ing to introduce IT in important
Government departments like
land revenue, finance, police and
home. We are also tying up w1th
district administrations._

Q: Health system is another area
that is in a very poor condition.
What is your Government doing
about it?

A: We have already started a
health project with Worll Bank
to improve the health system net-
work in rural areas. We have
good network of health services
throughout the State, but the
main problem lies elsewhere:
health administration. The prob-
lem is with Group D staff and
some unwilling doctors. Unless
they are madeé accountable for
their duties, things cannot
improve.

The education system also
needs to be improved. Weé have
primary schools, but the quality
of teachers and teaching tech-

that is not true. Jadavpur Uni-
versity received an award as
institute of excellence and Cal-
cutta University recently got the
five-star status. However, we have
to change the orientation of
higher education. We need to
give more emphasis on science
and technology and set up more
technical institutes and engi-
neering colleges.

Q: Your Government seems to be
more corpo in nature and you
appear to be the new CEO...
A: (Laughs) No, no. I am not try-
ing to follow the Chandrababu
madel. I am doing it my own way.
1 believe just hi-tech and comput-
ers cannot improve living condi-
tion of the teeming millions. Sci-
ence and technology should be
blended with the ground reali-
ties, Man and machine should
work together for optimum
result. The main thing is to cre-
ate job opportunities for the
younger generation in Bengal.
In agriculture, we have to con-
solidate our achievement and
sustain it. Now we should create
more job opportunities in tradi-
tional small-scale sectors like
leather; handlooms, hosieries,
agro-based industries, chemicals
and plastics. My aim is to impro-
ve the living condition of the 25
per cent below the poverty line
and to strengthen the PDS. One
should not forget that in this elec-
tion, the mandate was for the Left
Front to fulfil its promises and
rectify its mistakes.

Q: What about Mamata Banerjee,
who is complalnlng that the Left
rlgged the elections?

A: (Laughs) This isa democratlc

country Everybody has the free-
dom of speech.

~
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THE DAY after his first vzszt to
Delhi after taking over as Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
Jjee speaks to Arindam Sarkar on
Centre-State relations, his Gov-
ernment’s performance and the
promises the sixth Left Front Gov-
ernment wishes to fulfil in this
term:

Q: How did your meeting with
the Prime Minister go?

A: I raised some burning issues
affecting the State and requested
him to help us by not winding up
the public distribution system in
the country, particularly in Ben-
gal. As long as a large chunk of
people continue to be below the
poverty line, we have to continue
the rationing system and sub-
sidise rice, wheat, sugar,
kerosene oil and edible oil among
others. We just can’t throw these
people to the open market. I
pointed out to the PM that 56 col-
lieries are being closed down and
the Centre is planning to import
coal from Australia in the name
of globalisation. I also requested
him to intervene to prevent the
stopping of Aeroflot and Singa-
pore flights from Kolkata. He
asked his civil aviation officials
to look into the mater.

He appreciated our position
and said the State can run the
PDS but I pointed out it is not
possible without the Centre’s
help. As for PDS and subsidies,
he said he would look into the
matter. On closure of mines, he
argued that price of coal is
cheaper in Australia, but I told
him what about the thousands of
workers and their families? He
said we would have to take a
comprehensive view of import
and export policy. I told him if we
import coal and close our mines,
it is not globalisation but one-
sided business. At least I con-
vinced him it was a serious prob-
lem. .

~

Q: Did the topic of rigging come
up in your meeting with L K
Advani?

A: No. We did not discuss any-
thmg on elections or the so-called
rigging. He wanted to know
about the activities of the KLO,
PWG and particqlarly about the
security situation in the border
districts along Bangladesh. On
KLO, I told him the election
results showed we have isolated
them as we won all the seats
where the Rajbonshis are in a
majority, For instance, Coochbe-
har has 48 per cent Rajbonshis,
but we won all the seats.

We also did well in Jalpaiguri,
where they are in a majority.
But the point is, this terrorist
outfit is still operating with the
help of Ulfa and are taking
refuge in southern Bhutan.
Advani promised to look into
the matter.

-

Q: In your meeting with Petrole-
um Minister Ram Naik, you
asked for the involvement of I0C
in Haldia Petrochemicals. How
will that help?

A: Idon’t want to elaborate on
that but the main thing is we
want the I0C to join us in HP. We
have sent our proposal. Funds
and the modalities of joining are
being discussed at the official
level. We need Central assistance
and a partner to run Haldia
Petrochemicals. It will be a joint
venture.

policy matters in you
with the PM and other
Will that affect Centre-State rela-
tions?

A: Idon’t think so. The discus-
sions were held in a cordial

atmosphere. The PM was kind -

enough and listened patiently.
The Home Minister showed a lot
of interest in the State’s law and
order and the Petroleum Minis-
ter was also eager to help.

Q: Why have you taken a strong
exception to the WTO agreement
signed by New Delhi?

A: Before signing the document,
they should have taken the opin-
ion of the States as agriculture is
a State Subject. And now we are
the ones who are facing the
music. What is the point in
importing rice? Now the Centre
calls a meeting, but this should
have been done earlier. I believe
there should be a consensus on
this. Otherwise, it will create
serious problems for all the
States, not just Bengal.

Q: Why was it necessary to
appoint Nirupam Sen as a point-
man of the Cabinet? ]

A: (Smiles) To improve our per-
formance and also to include
some young leaders from the
party in the Cabinet. This has
given the Government a new
look and a fresh lease of life. As
Industries Minister, I think he
will do well.

Q: It is said that Nirupam Sen
will evaluate the performance of
other ministers too...

A: This is not correct, it’s a dis-
tortion of facts. Our Budget ses-
sion starts on June 14 and we are
preparing the budget of all
departments. The usual practice
is that the Finance Minister calls
the meeting and all ministers
present their budget proposals to
him. But since the Planning and
Development Ministry has been
given to Nirupam Sen, Ashim
Dasgupta and he will both meet
the ministers and finalise the
departmental budgets.

Q: Do you believe the evaluation
process will improve the Govern-
ment’s performance?

A: Certainly. We have told minis-
ters to prepare their programme,
budget and action plan in the next
financial year. We will monitor
and evaluate their performance
at least after three ménths.

Q: But why has another ministe-
rial sub-committee been set up?

A: No, no. The sub-committee is a
party panel and has got nothing
to do with the Government.
There has been a party sub-com-
mittee all these years. I was a
convenor of that committee and
we discussed and analysed some

Government p011c1es But in the -

Government, there is only one
committee and that is the Cabi-
net Sub-committee for Industries
that will focus only on indus-
trles ‘

Q: There is a general feeling that
the party is trying to establish its
grip over Writers’.

A: That’s wrong. Ours is party-
based democracy, so we formu-
late policies in the party to run
the Government. The Front for-
mulates the broad policies. The

party doesn’t interfere in our
day-to-day work. The party only
oversees our work. But ministers
should work independently and
not be guided only by their alle-
giance to the party.

Q: Two years ago, the State Gov-
ernment appointed McKinsey to
look into the activities of the
Government and submit a report
on how it'should improve its per-
formance...

A: See, after the Destination Ben-
gal meet, we set up six sub-com-
mittees. As far as I remember,
one to look into the infrastruc-
ture and business prospects of
Haldia and one on road develop-
ment. We have finalised that
report and also finalised the
North-South Corridor report.
The ADB okayed the reporton IT
and we have formulated our IT
policy. As for steps to improve the
single-window system of the
WBIDC, there are two important
parameters. One of them is the
creation of a land bank for new
investors. We are ensuring that
investors get a clear picture of
land available from the WBIDC

office and don’t have to run from |

pillar to post. We have also
announced incentive policies for
investors. One hurdle is environ-
ment clearance. So we have cen-
tralised this system through the

pollution control board and havej

asked them to speed up the ca
s0 that inves¥ors are not haras-
sed. It will-take some time to
improve.

McKinsey has been a great
help. We are thinking of engag-

,jnghem on a permanent basis a

ultants: We want to engag,
them in different projects. F
instance, the decision on Kulgi
Port has already been finalise!
and now we are thinking of se
ting up a Special Economic Zon
in this prestigious private port.

"For that, we would like to take

McKinsey’s assistance. Again, on
the North-South corridor, we
would like McKinsey's help to
improve the roads. So we are

seriously thinking of engaging .

McKinsey on a regular basis.
Its ades 40 far been very

¥
',’-Av’ .

fruitful. One of these was the sin-
gle-window system for industrial

development.

ists.

Q: You have met several industry
captains. What has been their
response to your Government’s
industrial policies?

A: Yes, I have met almost all the

They correctly
identified the loopholes and sug-
gested that if there are separate
departments for land, electricity,
environment clearance, etc, it
creates difficulties for industrial-

chambers leaders and major
industry captains. The response
has been very positive and they
are all happy to see us back in
Writers’. They are also eager to
help us and invest in Bengal. In
the last one month, we have
worked on our programmes,
identified the areas of concentra-
tion from micro to macro level.

Q: How much investment hzs
been made in real terms after yo
started talking about industri:
rejuvenation?

—
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A: In the last one month, Ambu-
ja Cement has come up with
investment proposals and over
400 plastic industries are inter-

_ested to invest, including Neel

Kamal Group.. The Bantala
leather project is coming up very
fast. Since the announcement of
our industrial policy, we have
attracted investment of over Rs
20,000 crore in various sectors. IT
sector is emerging very rapidly.
As for joint ventures, we are
thinking of joining hands with
big players in food processing.
Cincona is another area since we
have Cincona plantations but
have failed to make use of it. We
are looking for a y ayer interest-
ed in pharmaceut * 1l industries.
Another thrust uréa is mining.
We have the resources. We would
like to make commercial use of
these resources by entering into
joint ventures with private com-
panies. Our Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation is performing
very poorly. -

MNCs like Siemens, Philips,
ITC, Mitsubishi and Videocon
are already there. Videocon
wants to expand. We are now
attracting IBM and they have
tied up with Webel to set up a dis-
tance-learning system. Now they
are interested in providing com-
puter training in schoels. I have
spoken with Az2im Premji of
Wipro. He wanted 12 acres, we
gave him that. When he asked for
more, we allotted him 30 acres.

Q: After so many years of
neglect, do you think the new
Government can usher in an
industrial revolution?

A: Look. we have to move very

ing my best to attract fresh
investment.

Q: What are your plans on I'T?
A: One thrust area is the sefting
up of software-based IT indus-
tries. We are encouraging small
and big IT firms to invest here.
Already in two sectors at Salt
Lake, 20 companies are function-
ing, employing over 14,000 people.
The second thrust area is train-
ing. Now we are thinking of set-
ting up IT training centres at
Siliguri, Durgapur and Haldia.
We have approached Microsoft
for setting up training institutes
for IT teachers. Now [ am waiting
for Bill Gates’s response. Another
area is e-governance. We are try-
ing to introduce IT in important
Government departments like
land revenue, finance, police and
home. We are also tying up w1th
district administrations._

Q: Health system is another area
that is in a very poor condition.
What is your Government doing
about it?

A: We have already started a
health project with Worll Bank
to improve the health system net-
work in rural areas. We have
good network of health services
throughout the State, but the
main problem lies elsewhere:
health administration. The prob-
lem is with Group D staff and
some unwilling doctors. Unless
they are madeé accountable for
their duties, things cannot
improve.

The education system also
needs to be improved. Weé have
primary schools, but the quality
of teachers and teaching tech-

pMISeS and. rectify mistakes’

that is not true. Jadavpur Uni-
versity received an award as
institute of excellence and Cal-
cutta University recently got the
five-star status. However, we have
to change the orientation of
higher education. We need to
give more emphasis on science
and technology and set up more
technical institutes and engi-
neering colleges.

Q: Your Government seems to be
more corpo in nature and you
appear to be the new CEO...
A: (Laughs) No, no. I am not try-
ing to follow the Chandrababu
madel. I am doing it my own way.
1 believe just hi-tech and comput-
ers cannot improve living condi-
tion of the teeming millions. Sci-
ence and technology should be
blended with the ground reali-
ties, Man and machine should
work together for optimum
result. The main thing is to cre-
ate job opportunities for the
younger generation in Bengal.
In agriculture, we have to con-
solidate our achievement and
sustain it. Now we should create
more job opportunities in tradi-
tional small-scale sectors like
leather; handlooms, hosieries,
agro-based industries, chemicals
and plastics. My aim is to impro-
ve the living condition of the 25
per cent below the poverty line
and to strengthen the PDS. One
should not forget that in this elec-
tion, the mandate was for the Left
Front to fulfil its promises and
rectify its mistakes.

Q: What about Mamata Banerjee,
who is complamlng that the Left
rlgged the elections?

A: (Laughs) This isa democratlc
country Everybody has the free-
dom of speech. /

~
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F only Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee tespected the
unanimously passed resolu-
tion of the state unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party to recall
Tamil Nadu governor Fathima
Beevi, and a similar resolution by
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
leader of the National Democratic
Alliance in the state, for showing
scant regard to the spirit of the
Constitution and democratic norms
in inviting J Jayalalitha of the
AJADMK — a criminal convicted
thrice over and sentenced to
varying jail terms but out on bail
granted by Madras High Court —
to form the government, the nation
could have been spared the igno-
miny of having in the Indian Union
a banana republic where jungle raj

prevails.

Even if Miss Beevi pleads ig-
norance of the nuances of the
Constitution, she should have
known that when a criminal is
elevated to the post of chief
minister, the rule of law will be the
first casualty. And that is exactly
what has been happening in Tamil
Nadu from the day Miss Jaya-
lalitha was sworn in as chief
minister by Miss Beevi. During her
campaign for the Assembly election
in April-May, Miss Jayalalitha told
the electorate that if voted to power
her first priority would be to put
DMK president and former chief
minister Muthuvel Karunanidhi
and members of his family behind
bars. She also boasted that Mr
Karunanidhi would be locked up in
the same cell in Chennai Central
Jail in which she was detained,
quite legally, for a few days in 1996
during the DMK regime.

For starters, Miss Jayalalitha
wanted the 25-year-old Sarkaria
Commission report dusted and

prosecution launched against Mr §
Karunanidhi. The Sarkaria Com- |
mission itself was part of the }

emergency excess of Indira Gandhi
and the CBI had failed to establish
any of the charges contained ther-
ein in a court of law. It was given a
quiet burial. ‘ ,

During her first visit to New"Delhi

after becoming a probationary chief §

minister on 14 May, Miss

Jayalalitha wanted Mr Vajpayee to -

————

_Reminiscences of

et _
v the Emergen

instruct the CBI to relaunch prose- | 4

cution against Mr Karunanidhi
based on the Sarkaria Commission
report. The Prime Minister

brushed aside her request. On her |

return, Miss Jayalalitha gave

Director-General of Police R Raja- |
gopalan a virtual ultimatum to get |

Mr Karunanidhi and MK Stalin,
his political heir-apparent son and
mayor of Chennai, arrested, pref-
erably on or before 3 June, the 78th
birthday of the former chief min-
ister. Though a Jayalalitha loyalist,
Mr Rajagopalan failed to fulfil her
desire.

Finding time running out as her
six-month probation ends on 13
November, by which date she has
to get elected to the Assembly, and
realising the inability of her
cabinet colleagues to dig up any
tangible evidence to nail the DMK
government, Miss Jayalalitha on
25 June gave one hour’s notice to
Mr Rajagopalan to vacate his seat
and appointed A Ravindranath the
new DGP on the understanding
that he would succeed where his
predecessor had failed. Two days
later, Miss Jayalalitha appointed
JT Acharyalu, IAS — an accused in

the multi-crore-rupee Jawahar
Rozgar Yojana Scheme scam
during her earlier regime and
placed under suspension by the
DMK government — the Chennai
Corporation commissioner. He is
the third commissioner of Chennai
since Miss Jayalalitha’s return to
power six weeks ago and he was
happy to carry out any instruction
from the chief minister but none
from the mayor. He even boycotted
the corporation council meeting
last week to please his mentor.

Within two days of assuming
office, Mr Acharyalu “discovered”

WITHOUT A SHRED OF EVIDENCE: The
arrests of M Karunanidhi (above), MK Stalin
{left) and several other DMK supporters
were ordered by J Jayalalitha (seen above
with Fathima Beevi, who has since resigned
as Tamil Nadu governor) in contravention of
constitutional rules. — AP[PTI.

that Mr Stalin, Mr Karunanidhi,

former local administration min-

ister Ko Si Mani, former transport
minister K Ponmudi, former chief
secretaries KA Nambiar and AP
Muthusamy, and a few officials
who gave evidence against Miss
Jayalalitha, had, between them,
made Rs 12 crore in the con-
struction of 10 flyovers in Chennal
at the cost of Rs 115.50 crore.
Without a shred of documentary
evidence, he registered a case with
the revamped Crime Branch CID
on Friday evening and the police
swung into action with midnight

knocks, reminiscent of the Emer-
gency days, on the residences of Mr
Karunanidhi, Mr Stalin and others,
not even bothering to obtain arrest
warrants from any court of law.
When Mr Karunanidhi asked the
police who broke into his home at
1.30 am whether they had a war-
rant of arrest, they told him they
had an arrest card. An arrest card
is prepared after arrest and
remand in custody and not before.
The Supreme Court, in the DK
Basu vs the State of Rajasthan case
in 1997, laid down a 1l-point
procedure which should be followed

Even if Fathima Beevi
pleads ‘gnorance of the

nuances of the

Constitution, she
should have known
that when a criminal

is elevated to the post

in

of chief minister, the

rule of law will be
the first casualty.
SAN RAJAPPA
makes a case for an
amerament which
would ensure that a
person disqualified
from contesting
election to the
legislature does not
end ip as chief
minister, making a
mockery of the
Constitution

all cases of arrest. They are:
1. The person carrying out the
arrest and handling the
interrogation of the arrestee
should accurate, visible
and cie.r identification and
name 2.~ o their designation;
cavioulars of all other
who handle the
11 must be recorded

SNSTER S

osting officer should
nemo of arrest at the
rrest, which should
nv a family member
~d person from the
locaiity. it should be
countersizrad by the arrestee
and % contain the time and
date of arrest.

8. A perzom detained or inter-
rogated in a police station or any
other ceriire is entitled to have a
friend or relative being informed
as soon as practicable of the
person’s arrest and of his being
detained : a particular place.
4. The tire and place of arrest
or venu: of custody must be
notified vy the police to a
relative -v friend, if he lives

ahnor
SN0V

outside the town, through the
legal aid organisation in the
district and the police station of
the area concerned telegrap-
hically within 12 hours of the
arrest.

5. The arrest
aware of s
be informed of his detention
immediately after the arrest or
detention.

6. An entry must be made in the
diary at the place of the
detention on the arrest of the
person. It should also contain
the name of the friend/relative
who is informed of the arrest,
and the names and particulars
of the police officials in whose
custody the arrestee is.

7. If the arrestee wishes, any
injuries on his/her body must be
‘recorded during arrest. The ins-
pection memo must be signed by
both the arrestce and the officer
effecting the arrest and a copy
provided to the arrestee.

8. The arrestee should be exam-
ined by doctors every 48 hours
during detention.

9. The copies of all documents
including the memo of arrest
should be sent to the magistrate.

10. The arrestee may be
sermitted to meet his lawyer
durgng interrogation, though not
throughout.

11. A police control room should
be provided in all districts and
State headquarters to provide
information on the arrestee and
the place of his/her custody,
within 12 hours of the arrest.
The information should be
displayed on conspicuous notice
boards.

In the case of the arrest of Mr
Karunanidhi and more than 30,000
DMK workers throughout the
state, the police have flouted all
these procedures and they invite
contempt of the highest court in the
country. Onc of ihe raiding police
party, Muruyesan. was placed
under suspension by the previous
government. Miss Jayalalitha pro-
moted him and included him in the
elite team.

While there is a sigh of relief that
Miss Fathima Beevi, the sinner,
has been ejected from the Guindy
Raj Bhavan in Chennali, the sin she
has committed continues to haunt
Tamil Nadu. To prevent any future
governor from committing a similar
sin, the Vajpayee government,
which has appointed a Constitution
Review Commission, should consid-
er introducing a minor amendment
to Article 163 relating to the
appointment of the chief minister
and his council of ministers to
include Section (c) of Articles 58(1)
and 66 (30). Section (¢) of Article
58(1) stipulates that no person
shall be eligible for election of
President of India unless he “is
qualified for election as a member
of the House of the People”. Section
(c) of Article 66(30) says that no
person shall be eligible for election
as Vice-President unless he is
qualified for election as a member
of the Council of States. Such an
amendment would ensure that a
person disqualified from contesting
election to the legislature does not
end up as chief minister, making a
mockery of the Constitution. .

ce must be made
=ht that someone

(The author is a veteran journalist
who retired from The Statesman
and is based in Chennal.)
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"~ HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 2

THERE WAS alot of noise and
little of substance in the Assem-
bly today. The Opposition
demanded a CBI probe into
Tuesday’s. raids, ripped up
copies of the Chief Minister’s
statement and walked out. How-
ever, they did not use parlia-
mentary procedures to put their
views on record effectively.

The Leader of the Opposition
subsequently referred to Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee’s state-
ment in the House as a piece of
toilet paper—a strong statement
by all means—but of little use.
Especially since the Opposition
did little to punch holes into the
Chief Minister’s report.

And how could they? Neither
the Trinamool nor the Congress
moved a calling attention motion
demanding a statement from the
Chief Minister. Even if senior
Congress MLLA Abdul Mannan
had done so some days ago, he
wasi’t even present in the House
to pursue the matter. An oppor-
tunity to put the Government on
the mat was clearly missed.

Instead, unruly Trinamool
Congress reveled in thumping
desks and raising a din—so
much so, that the SUCI’s Deba-
prasad Sarkar who had moved
the calling attention motion
could not even ask his question.
The din proved clearly counter-
productive. As the Opposition
members raised hell, the Chief
Minister—who was originally
supposed to read out his state-
ment—quietly laid it on the
table of the House and walked
away unchallenged.

Senior Opposition legislators
such as Shobhandeb Chattopad-
hyay and Saugata Roy were no
exceptions. They called Trans-
port Minister Subhas Chakra-
barty’s attention on the misap-
propriation of CSTC funds.
Instead of asking questions on

Opp cries foul

l

!

4

but makes no dent

W 78\

Trinamool Cohgfess MLAs walk out during the Chief Minister’s speech on Monday.

the subject, they too digressed

to the stadium muddle.

As if to lampoon the sports
minister, Trinamool MLA Son-
ali Guha came in a hat and
raised slogans such as “Sub-
hasher khelaghore criminalra
khela kore”. Guha and her fol-
lowers stomped the secretary’s
desk. Soon enough, Chattopad-
hyay and Pankaj Banerjee tried
to force their way to the Speak-
er’s seat and a Trinamool MLA
vented his spleen on a hapless

. question.

Sports Minister.”

Assembly staff keeping min- ~
utes of House proceedings.
Chattopadhyay returned %o
his seat only after the Speaker
sternly asked him to ask his

“T am asking you for the last
time to ask your question to the
The Tri-
namool MLAs, bent on losing
an advantage that was theirs,
continued hollering even when
the Chief Minister rose to
speak. His voice was drowned

ter’s resignation.

his own words

cussion on it.

and he didn’t make an effort to
«" be heard. He tabled his state-
ment and cleared out. Later, the
Trinamool and the Congress
walked out of the House
demanding the Sports Minis-

Later, Banerjee literally ate
when he
described the Chief Minister’s
statement as a piece of toilet
paper and yet demanded a dls

“We urged the Speaker to let

ASHOK NATH DEY/ HINDUSTAN TIMES

us ask our questions before the
Chief Minister made his
speech. But he behaved like a
loyal CPI(M) cadre and denied
us the opportunity,” Banerjee
said. Both the Trinamool and
the Congress sought a CBI
probe. “The CID is part of the
State police. We don’t have faith
in it. We have therefore sought a
CBI probe. And when the
inquiry is on, Chakrabarty
must remain out of the min-
istry,” Banerjee said.

Subhas loyalists see party More arrests in the offing
hand in stadium slur

ArlndamSarkar '
Kolkata, July 2

LOYALISTS OF Subhas
Chakrabarty believe that ele-
ments within the CPI(M) -
worried by the recent nar-
rowing down of differences
between the Minister and
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee —
stage-managed Tuesday
night’s arrests. from Salt
Lake and Howrah.
_ Chakrabarty, putting up a
brave front insisting his
party is behind him, himself
believes that some people
within the organisation had
set it all up to humiliate him,
his camp followers say. .
. It’s virtually impossible
for such a massive raid to be
carried out without either
the Chief Minister or the
party top brass knowing of
it, Chakrabarty is learnt to
have told his confidants.
“1 would like to believe
that I enjoy the party’s sup-
port. All I can say is that
those who don’t like me are
behind this. Such mischief
won't pay off. They can never
tarnish my image. They can’t
turn the people against me,”
&  Chakrabarty told Hindustan
Times.

There could be two
motives behind the frame-up
bid. The party leadership, his

camp believes, dld not take

his pre-poll tantrums kindly

and was itching to get back at
him. Hence, the police action.
Chakrabarty’s plain-speak-
ing had pushed the party to
the brink of a crisis. Only
after he gave the likes of Anil
Biswas and Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee some sleepless
nights, did he agree to con-
test the polls from Belgachia
East.

But it’s the other thesis

that Chakrabarty loyalists
find more plausible. Top-
party leaders, uneasy at the
new bonhomie between Bhat-
tacharjee and the minister,
took this step to paint the
minister in poor light.
- Subhas-baiters such as
Anil Biswas, Biman Bose,
Nirupam Sen, Surya Kanta
Mishra, Asim Dasgupta,
Amitava Basu and Amitava
Nandi were all in it, they
believe.

These men saw the rise of
the Buddha-Subhas combine
as a direct challenge to the
party’s stranglehold over the
administration. The
“expose” would not just
malign Chakrabarty, it would
also embarrass the Chief
Minister. The destabilisation
it would cause would land
Bhattacharjee in a crisis.

Biswas, however, dis-

missed these theories as
sheer bunkum: “I don’t see
conspiracies everywhere.
The party is backing Bud-
dhadeb to the hilt. And, it
will continue to do s0.”
Equally strong was Niru-
pam Sen’s rebuttal. “This is
ridiculous. How can one even
think of playing such a dan-
gerous game? Subhas is a
senior Cabinet member and a

party colleague. If the police -

claims that Tapash Ghosh -
arrested for harbouring
goons inside the stadium —
is known to Subhas, it’s just
as true that the Chief Minis-
ter, CPI(M) State secretary,
Home Secretary, DGP and 1
didn’t have any knowledge of
the first police raid.”

Sen insisted that the Oppo-
sition, instead of boycotting
the House, should agree to a
discussion. “Only then will
the truth be known.” Per-
haps, he was hinting at some
evidence of Trinamool
involvement in the episode
gathered by the police.

“It’s known that most of
the hoodlums nabbed worked
for Howrah Trinamool lead-
ers. The investigation will
unearth -who they really
worked for. I'm sure Subhas
had nothing to do with these
men,” said CPI(M) MLA
Kanika Ganguly.

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 2

THE CHIEF Minister may still not
be “satisfied” with the progress of
investigations into the Salt Lake
Stadium scandal, but if feelers
within the police are any indica-
tion, there should be more arrests
in the offing. .

At least four people had already
been identified along with Tapash
Ghosh for harbouring criminals at
the stadium, and a massive man-
hunt was underway for them,
insiders said. .

The police are curious tp know
what exactly had prompted them
to harbour the criminalgYounded
up from the stadium. -

“We are not interested in politi-
cal affiliations of the offender.
Because, law does not discrimi-
nate on such grounds. We’d like to
know why these youths had been
provided shelter, and we will try to
ascertain the motive,” a senior
officer heading the investigating
team told the Hindustan Times
today.

Besides Tapash Ghosh,
other man prominent on the
“wanted” list is Beliaghata heavy-
weight Gobindo Dey Denying
claims of his arrest, the sleuths
said today that they were still on
the lookout for the absconding
man, They refused to name the
others on the ‘wanted’ list.

That the cops were in no mood
to let the investigation lose any of
its bite was apparent today when
they urged the court not let
Tapash Ghosh get out on bail. The

the .

plea was granted and Ghosh was
sent to judicial custody for 14 days
for an ordinarily bailable offence.

But while such moves might
leave no room for doubt that the
cops this time mean business, but
why Ghosh was arrested five days
after the criminals had been
rounded up from Salt Lake and
their confessions were heard, is
still far from clear

Police, on their part, are claim-
ing that their primary motive was
to know where the gang was head-
ing for and not who provided them
shelter. But not many citizens are
convinced.

While the district police are
gearing up to flush out a few more
crooks, the CID sitting up and tak-
ing a serious note of the Presiden-
cy Range DIG’s report on the sta-
dium scandal. Additional director- .
general of police (CID) KK Mondal
has been entrusted with the task
of setting up teams to carry the
investigation forward.

According to a section of senior
CID officers, the primary of the !
police would be to look into the
details of the criminal motive of
the arrested gang and then
proceed to find out the objective
of those who had provided them
shelter. So far, only Rabindra Nath
Mondal has been' retained in
police custody but questions are
being asked as to why Dick and
Toton were allowed judicial cus-
tody even though the police were
aware of the depth of their
involvement in criminal activities
in Howrah and parts of Dum Du
and Lake Town.




Explain criminals’ stay ot
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' KOLKATA, July.2. — The chief
minister today asked Mr

into their arrests
stadium and Howrah.

told the Assembly that he was
not “satisfied with the manner
in which the inquiry is being

seriousness of the crime, I've de-
cided to order a CID probe.”

{(But the sports and transport
minister has denied having
being sought an explanation.
See report on page 4)

Trinamul MLAs walked out of
the House soon after Mr Bhat-
tacharya’s statement was dis-
tributed.

Amid protests bordering on
pandemonium, Mr Bhattachar-
ya rose to read out his statement
on the arrest of 11 criminals.
But he wasn't allowed to do so
by Trinamul members who
rushed to the well and shouted
slogans demanding the sports
- and transport minister’s ouster.
| A perplexed Mr Chakraborty
|

.| was sitting in front of the chief
|| minister.

l Immediately after the session
'| began, Mr Saugata Roy (Trina-
. ] mul) entered the House, pointed

| at Mr Chakraborty and said: “Ei er khelaghare criminal ra khela House. Mr Saugata Roy and Mr
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Subhas Chakraborty to explain §
how the criminals entered {
Yuba Bharati Krirangan and &
decided to order a CID probe }
at the |

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya :"

made”. Hence, “considering the |

to, dakaat mantri boshe acche
(The dacoit minister is sitting
there)”. The Opposition leader,
Mr Pankaj Banerjee, said: “Ta-
pash aar Gobindar por third
ashaami Subhas Chakraborty
ke ekhoni arrest karoon (Arrest
Subhas Chakra- ,H

borty, the third ' ® More réports on ﬁage

[

accused after
Tapash and Gobinda)”. Treas-
ury bench members, however,
didn’t react.

The proceedings began with
Mr Abdul Mannan’s question on
the government’s decision to al-
lot liquor licences. His question
was punctuated by Trinamul
members’ slogans ilke “Subhas-

Mr Lakshmi Dey and Mr Subhas Chakrahorty in the Assembly on Monday.
_ ~ The Statesman

kare (Criminals play in Subhas
Chakraborty’s stadium)”.

After the excise minister, Mr
Prabodh Sinha, replied to Mr
Mannan’s question, the higher
education minister, Mr Satyasa-
dhan Chakraborty, rose to reply

_.._, to the queries of
4 | Mr Subrata
— Bakshi on the
scrapping of higher secondary
courses in 86 schools. Mr Chak-
raborty could speak but not in
full because Trinamul members
had again started demanding
Mr Chakraborty’s removal.

Pandemonium reached its
peak at 11.55 p.m. when the
chief minister entered the

i‘siudigm: CM to Subhas

Sovandeb Chattopadhyay ask-
ed the sports minister whether
he had allowed criminals to
stay in the Salt Lake stadium.

As soon as Mr Bhattacharya
took his seat, Trinamul mem-

l bers rushed towards the Speak-
i er demanding immediate sus-

pension of all activities to dis-
cuss the statement Mr Bhatta-
charya was scheduled to make.

The members also tried to
rush towards the chief minister

demanding Mr Chakraborty’s
immediate arrest but were pre-

vented by the securitymen.
Mr Jyotipriya Mallick and Mrs

Sonali Guha (Trinamul) stood

on a table to protest against Mr
Chakraborty continuing as min-
ister. Their colleagues banged
desks, tore Mr Bhattacharya's
statement into pieces and threw
around booklets.

At this point, Mr Bhattachar-
ya walked up to the Speaker
and whispered something into
his ears. The Speaker then an-
nounced that it wouldn’t be
possible for the chief minister
to read out his statement and,
hence, it would be laid on the
table. Trinamul members then
walked out.

Mr Bhattacharya’s statement

says police, acting on a tip-off,
raided a place near Pancha-
nantala Shishu Udyan, How-
rah, on Tuesday night

8 See SUBHAS: page 4 _



House boycott

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 1

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
Legislative Party lifted its House
boycott today and made it clear
that it would not give the Gov-
ernment a walkover when Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee makes a statement on the sta-
dium scandal tomorrow.

“We will demand a discussion
on the Chief Minister’s
statement in the Assembly,”
Opposition leader Pankaj Baner-
jee said. The Congress is likely to
follow suit as senior party MLA
Abdul Mannan had earlier
moved an adjournment motion
on the deteriorating law and
order in the State.

Trinamool MLAs also plan
to use the Question Hour
tomorrow, in which Subhas
Chakrabarty is slated to answer
questions.

The leader of the Opposition
took the decision of lifting the
boycott after some of his party
MLAs, including Saugata Roy
and freshers like Arunava Ghosh
and Partha Chatterjee, urged
him to reconsider continuing the
boycott till Tuesday and instead
use the House session to embar-
rass the Government.

Banerjee has also requested
Congress MLAs {o participate in

he Assembly proceedings

omorrow. “I have urged Mannan

o convey the decision to his
LAs.”

Subhas onah t in poluce net

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 1

IN A surprise swoop, the North
24-Parganas police today arrest-
ed Transport Minister Subhas
Chakrabarty’s Man Friday
Tapash Ghosh on charges of har-
bouring criminals at the Salt
Lake stadium.

Forty-five-year-old Ghosh was
arrested after two criminals, Dig-
bijoy Moitra alias Dick and his
associate Tarun Chakrabarty
alias Toton, identified him as the
man who had sanctioned their
stay inside the stadium com-
pound for more than a month.

Apart from Ghosh, party mem-
ber Gobindo Dey’s name too fig-
ured on the list of those identi-
fied by the criminals.

The arrest, which comes bare-
ly four days after the Howrah
Police rounded up a gang of 16
cr1m1na1s from the st

State.

The arrest will be'a shot in 'ghe

statement in the Assembly
tomerrow.
Within hours after news broke

-—

WILL HE HAVE THE LAST LAUGH?

of the arrest, Subhas Chakrabar-
ty rushed to meet former Chief
Minister and his mentor Jyoti
Basu at the latter’s Salt Lake res-
idence. He was not available for
comments till late in the evening.

Chakrabarty’s visit followed
Chief Minister Bhattacharjee’s
visit to Basu. In fact, Bhattachar-
jee met him twice during the day.

The arrest was the culmina-
tion of a perfect operation. Earli-
er in the day, the police called
Ghosh from his Baguihati resi-
dence for his reaction to the
claims made by two notorious
criminals from Howrah. When
Ghosh denied any involvement,

he was picked up and taken to
Howarh for cross verification.
“Once Ghosh was brought face to
face with Dick and Toton, the two
immediately identified him.
Ghosh was arrested thereafter
on charges of harboring crimi-
nals,” the superintendent of
North  24-Parganas  police
Kuldeep Singh said.

A joint secretary of the
Friends of the Stadium and a
member of the Sports Council,
Ghosh was a key lieutenant of
the Transport Minister, always
playing a crucial role whenever
function were organised at the
stadium.

Police investigations revealed
that both Toton and Dick were
hardened criminals from the
Lake Town and Dum Dum areas,
who had joined hands with two
notorious gangsters, Buro Khoka
of Shibpur and Palash Das of
Bally, to spread their spheres of
influence beyond North 24-Par-
ganas and into Howrah.

Ghosh’s links with these two
rattled a section of the police and
political leaders.

Trinamool Policy Making
Body chairman Pankaj Banerjee
reacting to the news of the
arrest, with a demand for imme-
diate resignation of the Trans-
port Minister and prompt book-
ing of the stadium’s caretaker.
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Bosses blow hot and cold on former rebel

arty gag on Subhas;

~avabotage’
chapter

detractors at meet:* °r

BYA STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, June 30: Known de-
tractors of Subhas Chakraborty
in the CPM, Amitava Bose and
Shanti Ghatak, were not allowed
to raise the Salt Lake stadium
issue during the first day of the
two-day CPM state committee
meeting today.

State CPM secretary Anil
Biswas and politburo member
Biman Bose told the meeting that
no discussion will be allowed even
within the party forum till Mon-
day when chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee will make a
statement in the Assembly.

The CPM state secretariat,
which met yesterday, had decided
not to discuss the issue during the
state committee meeting. Party
leaders also instructed Cha-
kraborty not to get “provoked” if
any member tried to raise the
issue during today’s meeting.

“We have called the state com-
mittee meeting to review our poll
performance and not discuss the
Sait Lake stadium issue and we
have made this clear to all our
members,” Biswas said.

It is learnt that despite this,
Amitava Bose tried to raise the
issue at the meeting but was firm-
ly put down by Biswas and others.

Subhas Chakraborty

However, those close to the
trancport minister tried to im-
press upon the other members to
treat the entire issue as a “closed
chapter” much like how the party
tried to handle Jyoti Basu’s refer-
ence to the “historic blunder” of
not joining the Union govern-
ment.

It is learnt that Bhattacharjee
has already instructed the police
to look into the allegation by
Chakraborty that Trinamul Con-
gress had masterminded the sta-
dium episode with help from Sujit
Bose, a Trinamul councillor from
South Dum Dum, who was once

close to Chakraborty. \\

Sources said the CPM leadey-
ship is not going to take any stern
action against Chakraborty as the
budget session is on. Sources in
the CPM also hinted that though
no immediate step will be initiat-
ed against Chakraborty, the sports
portfolio might be taken away
from him at a later date.

Though the stadium issue was
not raised, party leaders from
Burdwan, Malda, Jalpaiguri and
Cooch Behar mentioned that a
number of CPM candidates in
these districts had to face defeat
during the May 10 Assembly polls
because of “intra-party feuds”.

Party leaders from Burdwan
complained that the CPM nomi-
nee in Durgapur IT Assembly seat,
Debabrata Banerjee, was defeated
due to “conspiracy by a section of
party leaders in the district”. The
CPM candidate in Hirapur As-
sembly segment had to face defeat
for the same “intra-party rivalry”,
district leaders mentioned during
the meeting.

Representatives from Malda,
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar, how-
ever, told the party leaders that al-
liance between the Trinamul and
Congress had given the CPM an
edge, helping many of its candi-
dates to win.
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BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, June 30: Though the
Alimuddin Street bosses declared
the Salt Lake stadium controversy
a “closed chapter™. they today rati-
fied recommendations from the
party’s North 24-Parganas district
unit to set up a commission to
probe the alleged “sabotage” by
Chakraborty and his associates
leading to the electoral debacle in
the four Assembly segments in the
district.

The issue came up at a
marathon meeting of the state
committee where former chief
minister Jyoti Basu was among
those present.

Chakraborty’s detractors from
the district alleged that the trans-
port minister had played a role in
ensuring the defeat of party
nominees in Panihati, Habra. Ra-
jarhat and Dum Dum Assembly
seats.

The district committee had set
up the commission headed by
Gourisankar Bose, a district com-
mittee member, to probe the alle-
gations of “sabotage” by senior
district CPM leaders like Amitava
Nandy, who had contested from
Habra and lost.

Another important
leader was former chief
the Assembly, Rabin Mopdal, who
lost from Rajarhat.




