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HT Correspondent

Srinagar July 27

A GENERAL shutdown crippled
life in Kashmir Valley on Friday
Business and commercial estab-
lishments were closed and vehi-
cles remained off the roads dui-
ing the strike called by the All
Party Hurrivat Conference to
mourn the Kkilling of senior
Hizbul Mujahideen commander,
Mujahid Masood. Banks, educa-
tignal institutions and courts
were closed, while attendance
was thin at Government offices.

The Hizbul commander was
killed by a police task force on
Tuesday night reportedly after
his arrest from a Pulwama vil-
lage earlier in the morning.
Masood’s killing is being
mourned widely in the vallev.
The strike was supported by the
Hizbul Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba, Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen
and other militant groups.
Besides the separatist groups,
mainstreamn political parties and
politicians also protested what
thev described as custodial
killing of the Hizbul commander,

The CPI (M) leader and MLA,
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami
said though Masood was a mili-
tant, the security forces could not
take law into their hands.

“Itis shocking.” said Captain 8§
K Tikko, general secretary of the
Awami League. Captain Tikko
praised the Hizbul commander
for his will for peace and said he
was the only person to hoid talks
with Home Ministry officials,
leading a group of Hizbul com-
manders last vear, without wear-
ing masks. He dubbed Masood’s
killing as “anti-national” and

trike paralyses Valley -1

demanded an inquiry.
Mahbooba Mufti., vice-presi-
dent of Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed’s Peoples Democratic Party,
described it as a "conspiracy” to
eliminate the soft liners from
Kashmir scene. The PDP leader,
who visiied the slain comman-
der’s family on Thursday, said
that she was told that Masood
was brutally tortured and killed
in custody. BJP leader and for-
mer MP Abdul Rasheed Kabli
alieged that the National Confer-
ence did not want to see the end
of bloodshed in the State. /
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NEW BELHI, JULY 25. The Centre today announced its
willingness to grant “special powers’” to Jammu and
ir, if needed, but ruled out accepting the J&K
| autonemy resolution.
' The Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K.Advani, told
i the Rajya Sabha that the resolution, which sought a
} restoration of the pre-1953 status, was not accept-
© able. Agreeing to it would mean turning the clock
* back to a phase where there would be no role for
institutions such as the Supreme Court, the Election
Commission or the President of India in the State, he
said. This would also deprive the people of Jammu
and Kashmir the rights and powers they got after
1953.
Replying to the supplementaries during question
hour, Mr. Advani said this view was conveved to the
State Government and emphasised that the NDA
Government favoured devolution of powers 1o
States, “If J&K needs special powers, we are witling it
to give them,” he said. Mr. Advani's thrust on ‘spe-
cial powers' meant a rejection of ‘autonomy’.
i Referring to the Government's Ramzan initiative
i and subsequent withdrawal of unilateral ceasefire,
which he preferred to describe as 'non-initiation of
combat operations’. he said that initially violence
i had come down but on appraisal it was found the
¢ move proved costly since there was a greater loss of

tives of civilian and security personnel during the
- period. Mr, Advani said the Government decided to
i restart its ‘pro-active’ approach in dealing with mil-
~itants while inviting the Pakistan President, Gen.
¢ Pervez Musharraf, for taiks. “What is happening in

Jammu and Kashmir is naked terrorism.” For the

past few vears those who were killed or arrested

were either from Pakistan, Pak.-occupied Kashmir
or from Afghanistan and there was no question of
this being any freedom struggle, he said.

In this context, the Home Minister said that dur-
ing his meeting with Gen. Musharraf, the latter re-
fused to accept that terrorism was going on though
he expressed willingness to cooperate in dealing
with the problem elsewhere. Gen. Musharraf said
that so far as Jammu and Kashmir was concerned,
there was no cross-border terrorism because there
was no border, Mr. Advani said. Gen. Musharraf
maintained all that was there was LoC and Pakistan
had nothing to do with it. On the Hurriyat Confer-
ence, Mr. Advani reiterated the Government was
willing to talk to all but if the conglomerate thought

By Our Special Correspondent

UTONOMY WILL PUT THE CLOCK BACK: ADVANI

L Centre willing to give
. special powers’ to J&K

it represented Jammu and Kashmir, it was mistaken.

Mr. Advani said Gen. Musharraf denied the pres-
ence of the underworld don, Dawood lbrahim,
wanted for the Mumbai serial blasts, in Pakistan. But
the Government had information that Dawood Ibra-
him was back in Pakistan. .

Top Hizb leader killed

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 25. [n a major setback to the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen militant organisation, its deputy chief
commander and spokesman, Abdul Hamid Tantray
alias ‘commander Masood’, was killed in an 'en-
counter’ with the special operations group (SOG) of
the Jammu and Kashmir Police in Pulwama district
on Tuesday night.

Police claimed he was killed in an encounter with
the SOG but the Hizb says he was arrested and later
‘killed in custody'. A police bulletin said here this
evening the encounter took place at village Pohu. A
pistol, six rounds of ammunition, and incriminating
documents were recovered from the militant.  An
FIR filed by the S0G in Pulwama pelice station says
that a party of the SOG raided a house in Ratnipore
village and arrested Abdul Salam Mir. While return-
ing fram there, it reached village Pohu and saw a
person moving aboui in a suspicious manner. He
was asked to stop but he did not and instead opened
fire which was returned by the 50G. The body later
found in the spot turned out to be that of ‘com-
mander Masood’ . The Hizb chief commander, Mr.
Adbul Majid Dar, said Masood was arrested on Tues-
day morning from Pampore and “killed in the eve-
ning in custody',

A moderate

Masoad shot into prominence when the Hizb an-
nounced a nnilateral ceasefire in August 2000, He
was one of the four Hizb commanders who held the
first round of talks with the Union Home Secretary.
Mr. Kamal Pandey. A moderate militant leader, he
was an active member of the Jamat-e-Islami. He quit
his Government job to join militancy in 1920. One of
the oldest guerillas in Kashmir, he founded the Al
Badr {local) outfit in the early 1990s and later
merged it with the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen. He was
writing articles on the armed struggle in leading
newspapers of Kashmir, including the mass-circu-
lated weekly Chattan.

e



“Hizbut ‘commander’ 4Tantray killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA C@
SRINAGAR, JULY 25

* L

SELF-STYLED deputy chief com?
mander of Hizbul Mujahideen Abdul \,
Hamid Tantray alias ‘Commander Ma-
sood’ was killed in a Taesday night opera-

“ tion by Special Operations Group
(SOG) in Pulwama district of South
Kashmir, official sources said.

Masood, the chief spokesperson of
the outfit, was killed in retaliatory fire after
ultras attacked the SOG search party of
the local police at Pohu, sources said and
termed it as a “major blow” to the outfit.

Masood came into lime light when a
team of his outfit negotiated with the
Union Government after Hizbul Mu-
jahideen announced a uniateral cease-
fire in the state on July 24, last year.

Meanwhile, chief commander of
Hizbul Mujahideen Abdul Majid Dar ac-
cused the Special Operation Group
(SOG) of police of killing his deputy in a
“fake encounter.”

In a statement here, he alleged Ma-
sood was arrested from a hideout at
Pampore in Polwama at 830 am on
Tiesday and later killed in a “cowardly
actlastnight.” -

. Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir
government has sanctioned an amount
of Rs one lakh each in favour of the next
of kins of persons killed by militants at
Cheerji and Chatroo villages of Kishtwar
tebsil in Doda district, official sources
said on Wednesday, Inanother develop-
ment, 250 posts of Special Police Officers
{SPOs} for Kishtwar tehsil were sanc-
tioned by the state government inviewof  Villagers carry the body of Abdul Hamid Tantray durmg the funeral procession in
rising militancy in the region. Kashmir on Wednesday ~ Rewters /



Now, the third decade in Kashmir

13!’ Harish Khare

w9

OW THAT the principled preju-

dices have been so firmly and so

unequivacally re-stated at Agra,

it is time for India to start pre-
paring itself for the third decade of the
Kashmir problem. To be sure for a little
while the political partisans will point fin-
gers at one another, but then, sooner than
later, reality must reassert itself, Because
the coming decade will test the resilience
and the resourcefulness of the Indian
state, and how the ‘problem’ gets sorted
out would depend on how we use our po-
litical and administrative instruments of
reconciliation and order.

Unfortunately, because we live in an age
of instant images and even faster judg-
ments, we have no appreciation for histo-
rv. This approach is most evident in the
current discourse on Kashmir. But this
fashionable ignorance is not verv helpful
in understanding Kashmir which happens
to be our oldest festering historical wound.
The present is invariably rooted deeply in
the past; Kashmir is no exception.

It would suffice to note that Kashmir
‘problem’ that manifested itself in late
1589 had its beginning in the decade of the
1980s. This decade was defined by the total
political dominance by the Congress of the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty. Beginning with
Indira Gandhi's return in last week of 1979
till Rajiv Gandhi’s ouster in November
1989, New Delhi had an unapologetically
viceregal approach towards Kashmir. Not
that in the earlier era New Delhi was any
less high-handed in dealing with Kashmir,
the Kashmiris and their aspirations and
frustrations; but, the 1980s bred a peculiar
arrogance in the new emperors who ruled
in New Dethi.

The Nehru-Gandhi family's political
dominance in the 1980s proved particular-
ly debilitating because it blunted the
sharper edges of the Indian state’s instru-
ments. Indira Gandhi’s gquasi-communal
campaign in the 1983 election, the arbi-
trary dismissal of the Faroogq Abdullah
Government in 1984, the disastrous Fa-
roog-Rajiv Accord of 1986, the needless
rigging of the 1987 elections, the petulant
Congress response and advice to Dr. Ab-
dullah to resign in 1990, etc., are all famil-

“iar milestones on the road to political

mismanagemrment. Each of these mistakes
can be traced to the aberrations and ab-
surdities of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty;

W<\7The coming decade will test the resilience and
resourcefulness of the Indian state and how the
‘problem’ gets sorted out will depend on how we use
our political and administrative insiruments
of reconciliation and order.

what was worse, this ‘family’ approach in
New Delhi ended up enly countenancing
another ‘family” and its parasitic claims in
Srinagar.

This story of how the Abdullah dynasiy
allowed democratic dissatisfaction to de-
generate into alienation and to acquire se-
cessionist dimensions is familiar and need
not be told; buriris important to keep itin
mind as the defining prologue to the dec-
ade of insurgency in the 1990s. This dec-
ade simply tested the Indian satc's
capacity to defuse massive upsurges as

of the Kashmiri alienation, and there was a
belief that if this alienation could be ad-
dressed, then terrorism would automati-
cally get de-romanticised. No one was
under the illusion that Pakistan would go
along with this approach or that [slama-
bad would stop sponsoring, financing and
training jehadi groups; and, nor was there
any doubt that the security forces would
have to stay put, just to tell the Pakistani
establishment that the low-intensity con-
flict would not yield dividends on the
ground.

well as to beat back organised
attacks en its sovereignty. In his

own quiet way, Mr, P. V. Narasimha Rao
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allowed the bureaucratic instruments {0

recover their lost efficacy, and, only then.
began tapping the potential of reconcil-
iation inherent in electoral democracy. On
the one hand, the secessionists were dis-
abused of the notion that the ‘'Indians’
could be driven out of Kashmir; on the
other, Dr. Abdullah was back in business
after the 1996 eclections. But the Kashmir
dynasty was no wiser than before and had
no inferest in addressing itsell to the
sources of alienation.

A political and military stalemate per-
sisted. Kargil and its July 4 (1999) denoue-
ment in Washington disabused the
Kashmiris of the illusicn that Pakistan was
capable of qualitatively changing the
‘ground realities’ in Kashmir. The Kargil
war provided the objective conditions for
the November 2000 Vajpayee peace offen-
sive strategy, trying to break out of the
stalemate. The Ramzan initiative, of uni-
lateral ceasefire, was meant to build on the
logic and calculations behind the Hizb-ual-
Mujahideen’s ‘ceasefire’. The Ramzan
peace offensive showed to the people of
Kashmir — for the first time in nearly a
decade - the hamane and reasonable
face of the Indian state.

That strategy was based on a recognition

Moreover, the Ramzan peace
initiative was strategically aimed
at de-linking the pro-Pakistani and pro-

Independence voices in the Valley, calling -

the decade-old Pakistani bluff that it was
supporting a ‘freedom struggle’ in Kash-
mir. Unfortunately, the internal equations
within the Vajpayee Government did not
allow the Ramzan initiative to explore its
own potential. Internal equations saw to it
that the initiative died a premature death.
An entirely needless controversy was
stoked up on the question of allowing or
not allowing this or that member of the
All-Party Hurrivat Conference to go to Pa-
kistan. The political component of the
Rampzan peace initiative was never allowed
to get operationalised.

On the other hand, the combined re-
sources and ministerial stewardship at the
Home Ministry and the ‘Raksha Mantraya-
la’ failed to provide the leadership, inspira-
tion and imagination that would have
allowed the security forces to take care of
the other element of the ‘core issue’: the
jehadi groups. Despite a stern administra-
tor and astute political manager presiding
over the internal security apparatus, the
militant remains unbowed. It is against
this internal deadlock that the Agra sum-
mit came about; the inconclusive outcome
should surprise no student of realpolitik. A
new decade now begins in Kashmir.

In the next decade, three inter-related
tasks would have to be undertaken. First,
the requisite political imagination would
have 1o be found to isolate the pro-Pakista-
ni voices from the other values and aspira-
tions within the Kashmir Valley. The
Indfan polity has had many successes in
dousing the urge for secession and sep-
aration; it is time to tap those skills, experi-
ences, administrative mechanism, and
patterns of political behavior that have
helped in addressing grievances of dis-
tance, dissent, discrimipation, and disaf-
fection. This is the primary task of any just
and fair pofity, and this cannot be held
hostage to the Abdullah dynasty and its
doubtful claim to being the ‘only national-
ist voice' in Kashmir.

Second, the Pakistani establishment will
have to be exorcised of the notion that
there is tiredness and fangue in New Dethi.
if Gen. Pervez Musharraf behaved in the
manner he did in Agra (and thereafter), it
was only because he thought that the jeha-
dis had bled India enough and that the
Indians were prepared to throw in the tow-
el. All that he had to do was to ask for
Kashmir and it would be given to him. In-
versely, we should also disabuse ourselves
of the paternalistic notion that Pakistan is
a fziled state and of its concomitant policy
implication that [et us bend over backward
to accommodate Pakistan. 1f Pakistan
chooses to go the Taliban way, that is Pa-
kistan’s business.

The third and last task is 1o cnsure that
there is no outhreak of a Robin Raphel
fever once again in Washington, Any show
of American ‘interest’ would complicate
the first two tasks; the price of American
intrusiveness would be paid by the jehadis,
the Kashmiri civilians and the [ndian ja-
wans. It took seven long years before the
Robin Raphel fever subsided and Mr. Bill
Clinton came to reaffirm that international
borders could no longer be redrawn in
blood. And before the new (1.8, adminis-
tration becomes ‘interested’ in Kashmir, it
should be reminded of another President
Bush’s wisdom: “Freedom is not the sarme
as independence. Americans will not sup-
port those who seek independence in or-
der to replace a far-off tyranny with a local
despotism. They will not aid those who
promote a suicidal nationalismt based up-

on ethnic hatred”. ’\mm/



Centre plans tough

..H‘T/\

measures 1

Jay Raina
New Delhi, July 23

THE VAJPAYEE Government is
set 1o re-orient its Kashmir poli-
cy following the failure of the
Agra summit. To begin with, it
will redeploy security forces to
fake the challenge of Pak-based
jihadi gutfits head-on and also
speed up the revival of the politi-
cal process in the troubled State.

Sources said security forces
are 1o be given a free hand to
stamp out mercenaries operating
in the Valley to send a clear sig-
nal 1o their masters across the
borders. The State-wide action
would be in place soon after the
completion of the ongoing Amar-
nath vatta.

(On the political front, the Gov-
ernment may initiate discus-
sions on the ruling National Con-
ference’s autonomy demand even
though the Union Cabinet had
rejected it earlier

Top Government sources said
the effort will be to resolve the
domestic diseord within the
framework of India’s democratic
dispensation and constitutional
safeguards. The move will be
supplemented by mobilisation of
the State's pro-peace population
by co-opting all the State-centric
democratic formations and other
neutral organisations for a
broad-based dialogue.

Simultaneously, the Centre
may also nudge the Farooq
Abdullah regime to streamline
its functioning to back up the
peoples’ mobilisation for peace.

The Government's Kashmir
pointsmen K C Pant, who is to
return from his week-long over-
seas assignment early next week,
may be directed to assess all the
possibie political alternatives to
ensure greater involvement of

J&K

FIVE BSF JAWANS, MILETANTS HURT IN TWIN BLASTS

FIVE BSF personnel and three pro-government Ikhwan militants
were among 21 people injured in two separate explosions in Srina-
gar and in north Kashmir’s Bandipora quarter on Menday

An IED fitted in a bicycle was detonated by mnilitants on the
Babademb road inold Srinagar injuring five BSF personnel. Three
civilians were also hit by the splinters, and the condition of one of
the injured is stated to be critical. Moulana Azhar Masood’s Jaish-
e-Mohammad claimed responsibility for the attack on the BSE.

In the other incident, militants tossed a hand grenade on a
group of pro-government Ykhwan militants at Bandipora in north
Kashmir, injuring three of them critically.

Meanwhile, four of the seven Village Defence Committee (VDC)
members kidnapped from Tagood village in Doda district vester-
day were killed by the militants, while three others managed to

escape.

Kashmiris in the much-desired
peace process.

Sources said even as doors for
adialogue with the Hurriyvat may
not be closed,the thrust would be
engage others in a broad-based
dialogue to assnage the hurt sen-
timents of the Kashmiris.

Having sold out its heart to
jihad-inspired trilateral Kashmir
talks, the Government is appar-
ently dismayed at the Hurrivat
stance leading to its prevailing
isolation from the composite
peace process.

On its part.the Centre appears
convinced that Pervez Mushar-
raf's Kashmir-centric agenda
was primarily dictated by Pak-
based jihadi organisations that
had warned him against any
shift on Pakistan’s stated stand
on Kashmir.

No wonder, the Pak military
ruler went 1o the extent of com-
paring the ongoing terrorist vio-
lence in Kashmir with “freedom
struggle”. The latest spurt in
mercenary-sponsored violence is
perceived as part of Pakistan’s
freedom struggle-related “grand
design”,

HTC, Jammu

Political observers attribute
Musharraf’s tough Kashmir
stance to the coincidence of
Prime Minister AB Vajpayee's
invitation to Pak President along
with the withdrawal of the uni-
lateral cessation of combat oper-
ations in J&K. This is perceived
to have buoyed Musharraf’s hard
stance owing to a feeling that
New Delhi was looking for help
from Islamahad to control tarror-
ist violence in Kashmir.

The Prime Minister’s Mushar-
raf-invitation is also partly per-
ceived as acceptance of Vajpay-
ee's failure in achieving any sub-
stantial gains from his 6-month
long Kashmir cease-fire initia-
tive, Indeed. Vajpayee had staked
a great deal in announcing the
Government unilateral cease-fire
around Ramgzan followed by
repeated extensions spanning
around six months.

The new Kashmir re-think is
obviously meant to cbviate all
such assessments and bring
about a modicum of change on
the ground through both tighter
security measures and height-
ened political activity

g
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THE KILLINGS OF Amarnath pilgrims at Shesh-
nag and: the massacre of innocent civilians in a
Dada village, separated by less than 24 hours and
together accounting for over 25 deaths, are aclear
and ominous pointer to the sort of challenge the
security forces are up against in militancy-strick-
en Jammut and Kashmir, That the abrupt collapse
of the Agra summit — a disappointing denoue-
ment to what was truly a major initiative for peace
through negotiations at the highest politicat level
— would provoke the insurgent elements to strike
with greater vigour was only to be expected. In-
deed, the pro-Pakistan outfits such as Lashkar-e-
Toiba and Hizh-ul-Mujahideen, who had made
no secret of their designs, have made it a point to
sustain pressure by resorting to murderous at-
tacks even on the summit-eve and while the talks
were on, their targets being military/ paramilitary
camps. And their refrain was that they would con-
tinue o target security forces and Government
instaflations as long as India refused to accept
Kashmir as a “disputed territory”” and "“withdraw
its forces from the Valley”. For all the publicly
enunciated strategy of ‘selective targeting’ of Gov-
ernment establishments and security personnel,
the jehadi groups — particularly the ones
manned by mercenaries — have precious lite in
their track record to substantiate it, The Sheshnag
and Doda episodes only serve to reinforce this
point about the militants being totally devoid of
scruples and basic concerns for human values. It
is strange that Gen. Musharraf should have cho-
sen to describe such forces as freedom fighters.

With the Amarnath pilgrimage season vet to
be over and given the heightened threat from the
militants, the civil administration and the security
establishment have their task cut out in the im-
mediate context. Even last year, over 30 persons
were Killed in an attack on the Pahalgam hase
camp by an outlit that was out to sabhotage the
ceasefire tried out on the Hizb-ui-Mujahideen's
initiative. After all, can there be a softer target
than the hordes of pilgrims trekking to the holy

shrine? The official response to the Sheshnag kill-
ings has been on much-too-familiar lines, The
attack has been vehemently condemned for its
savagery, and high-powered ministerial teams
have made visits to make a spot assessment of the
security milieu. That the Yatra remained sus-
pended only very hriefly on account of the das-
tardly attack by militants should indeed have
come as a matter of profound relief and reas-
surance to the pilgrims, apart from being a mea-
sure of the administration’s confidence in its
ability to see the pilgrimage through against all
odds. On test will be the effectiveness — in qual-
itative and quantitative terms — of the ‘beefed up
security’ arrangement that is claimed to have
been put in place. :

The grisly Doda episode has exposed in its
own way the strategic and logistical inadequacies
of the anti-insurgency campaign in geneval, as
much as it has proclaimed the insidious designs
of the foreign-based militant outfits. Whether it is
stopping infiltration of terrorists into or tackling
militancy within Jammu and Kashmir, the onus
lies primarily with the Central and State Govern-
ments. It would, of course, be quite logical and
perfectly in order to seek the assurance of Pakis-
tan in ending the menace (to the extent that it
derives sustenance and support from across the
border). But there is no way they can make the
perceived non-cooperation of the neighbour an
excuse for not discharging the responsibility they
owe to the citizenry. In the course of the polem-
ical exchanges between the two sides (in the con-
text of the Agra summit), the Prime Minister, Mr,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, declared, with a palpable
sense of authority and vehemence, that India has
the strength and the stamina to stop terrorism in
Kashmir. Al) that needs to be done is to deman-
strate it on the ground by initiating substantive
measures that address, not just the policing as-
pects, but also, more critically, the concerns
which are at the root of the pervasive sense of
alienation of the people of Jammu and Kashmir.




MAJOR MASSACRES IN DODA SINCE 1933 ]

ABBUST 44, 1982 17 minority community membe?s ille the
Sarthal-Kishtwar roac - -

:,l\.
SANGARY & 1988: 16 Hindus brutally killed in Barshaﬁa village
JARDARY 12, 1988: Seven Muslims killed in Bhaderwah tehsil
MAT S, 1908 17 Hindus massacred in Sumbar village in Ramban ;

tehsit /Af‘),\ 3/

|

l

JUE T-8, 098 Eight Hindus killed in Kalmadi village ]
MAY 8, 198%: 11 Hindu Village Defence Committee members

)

1

massacred at Dessa

JUNE K. 1088 Nine Hindu mambers of a marriage party killed at
Champnari

ABGUSY 27, i0%8: 20 Hindus killed in Shrawan and Thukral
villages of Ramban tehsil |

JULY 1D, 108%: Five Hindu families (15 members) wiped out in
Lehota near Thathri

ADORST 2, 2008 14 Hindus killed in Pogal. Eight VDC members
killed in Dacchan

MOVERDER 24, 2008: Six Hindus killed in Patti Mohalla Doda
Y 18, 208: Seven Hindus abducted and killed in Kishtwar .
JHLY 3, 200k 13 people, including six pilgrims, killed in g.clath |

L between security forces and militants at Sheshny )

//
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¢\ Ivanov breaks protocol

By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, Juty 24. The Russian For-
eign Minister, Mr. lvanov, has ex-
pressed gratitude to  India’s
outgoing Ambassador 1o Moscow,
Mr. Sarinder Kumar Lambah, for
his weighty contribution 1o Indo-
Russian relations.

As a special gesture, Mr. [vanov
received a farewcl) call from the
Indian  Ambassador.  Outgoing
ambassadors in Russia are nor-
mally hid farewell by & deputy for-

e¢ign  minister.  However, Mr.
tvanov bruke the tradition to un-
deriine New Delhi's importance
to Russia and to demonstrate his
personal regard for Mr. Lambah,
diplomatic sources safd.”

The sources guoted Mr. ivanov
as telling Mr. Lambah, who will be
teaving Moscow later this month,
that [ndo-Russian relations had
risen to new heights during his
tenure, as marked hy the bitateral
Declzration on Strategic Partner-
ship signed last vear. The past

two-and-a-half years also saw a
guantum jump in the political,
milttary, cconomic and cultural
ties between the two countries.
As of last year, India and Russia
put bilateral summits and foreign
LINISIETS Meelings on an annual
hasis. Political interaction had ex-
panded w include formalised
contacts between the scourity
councils of the two countries, a
joinr working group on Afghanis-
tan and a working group on giopal

and regional stability. /

" Mahagunas -4
. Mahagungs -4
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Blasts, firing
“Kkill 13 near

rv\C”

STATESMAN KEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, July 21. - Thirteen people,
including &ix Amarnath pilgrims,
were killed as suspected militants set
off two improvised explosive devices
and clashed with security forces at
Sheshnag, 19 km from the shrine.

In the pre-dawn attock penetrating
the four-tier security for the pilgrims,
two police officers, four porters and a
suspected militant were killed and 14,
including eight pilgrims, injured.

Three of the six pilgrims have been
identified as Asim Ghosh and Surejit
| Konar (from West Bengal) and Tuka
Ram Kore (Maharashtra), a spokes-

F

Amarhath

tomorrow morning.
The BSF has sent reinforcements to
Sheshnag. Helicopters will lift the in-:

" jured to Pahalgam. The pilgrims have

been stopped. at base camps at Pahal-
gam, Nunwan and Chandanwadi. Ar- .
mymen have cordoned the area and a '
massive search has begun. '
. The Goverzior, Mr Girish Chandra |
Saxena, also Shri Amarnath Shriné
Board chairman, has rushed to the f
spot.
Central team: The Centre will send
a two-member team to Srinagar and |
Sheshnag tomorrow for an on-spot as- }
sessment of the situation. '
Mr LK Advani said the government |

man said. I
Suspected mili- |
tants triggered a |
powerful IED half |

B Asim & Swurojit will not
return: page 7
% More reports on page 10

;would deal ﬁmﬂy;
! with militant out-!
i fits aperating from |
;acruss the berder. ¢

a km from = police *
i camp at Sheshnag around 3 a.m. As
; the police camp in-charge, DSP Par-
| veen Kumar Sharma, ASI Moham-
f mad Safi Akbar and some pilgrims
i rushed to the blast site, ancther ex-
! plosion took place followed by intenze
firing resulting in the death of the two
police officers and injury to six people.

Militants hiding in the area fired
around 7 a.m. again while trying to
escape, causing more casualties.

The bombs were triggered by two
militants, who dressed as sedhus had
infilirated the security lines, Securi-
tymen are still searching for one.

Though the yatra was suspended for

a day today, it will be resumed early

He directed the'
minister of state for home, Mr I},
Swami, and the special secrefary in,
the ministry looking after J&K af-|
fairs, Mr AK Bhandari, to visit Srina- |
gar and Sheshnag. !
The team is expected to return to!
Delhi on Monday and submit a report ;
to the home minister, officials said.
Abdullah eondemns: Dr Faroog Ab-
dullah today condemned the killings
and said the act demonstrated the
ruthlessness of those having no re-
gard for human values
and people of J&K. :
More than 3,000 Amarnath-bound

W See AMARNATH: page 10 /
s B -t

/AMARNATH

{Continued frt:ﬂm page )

A

pilgrims had camped &"or th

night at Sheshnag after cros

ssing the Pissu Top at a height
of 3,377 meires. Tradmona.lly,
the pﬂgnms take a dip in the
Sheshnag lake and camp along
its banks through the night.
The pilgrims then resume trek
early in the morning, aiming to

cross the Hamagunas peak -

P SR

{4276m) snd reach Panjtarni
for darshan at the cave shrine
early next morning. .
This year, for the first time
the base camp for the
pllgnmage was shifted to -
~~ Pahalpam in

wd"
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Parties back
PM’s firm .
stand on J &k

HT Correspondent
New Dethi, July 19
PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpavee today won support from
the country’s entive political
leadership as he assured an
all-party meeting that the Gov-
ernment would not make any
concessions on Kashmir to Pak-
istan.

“Jammu and Kashmir is an
issile linked to India's sovereign-
tv and integrity” he told & gath-
ering of 37 parliamentary party
teaders, including leader of the
Lok Sabha Opposition Seonia
Gandhi and her Rajva Sabha
counterpart and party colleague
Manmohan Singh.

Vajpavee rejected outright
Takistan’s attempts to paint
Kashmir as the “corc issue™ of
the talks.

He stressed that India has
never accepted religion as the
basis of the partition of the
country

“This position will be elabo-
ratad at the summit,” and all dis-
cussions on Kashmir will be
“within the framework of the
Indian Constitution, the Shimla
agreement and the Lahore Decla-
ration,” Vajpayee said. The
assembled leaders agyreed.

Briefing newspersons about
the meeting, Pariiamentary
Affairs Minister Pramod Maha-
jan said that leaders across the
board were keen to see that the
Agra summit was at least
“process-oriented” if not “result-
oriented” with a mechanism set
in place to keep the Indo-Pak dia-
logue going.

- The Prime Minister explained
that India was keen on giving
peace with Pakistan
another chance. And thaigh ter-
rorism continues in Kashmir,
Vajpayee felt that the border has
been guiet after Kargil. and that
the people of Pakistan too want-

AYAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

erd peace.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, at which the TDP was
abseni, the Prime Minister
explained why his Government
decided to give peace another
chance in its relations with its
western neighbour,

Admitting that relations with
Pakistan had dipped virtually to
a *‘nil” after the Kargil conflict.
he maintained that there has
been a slight change since then.
Although terrorism continues to
rear its head in Jammu and
Kashmiy, the border has more or
less been quiet and the people in
Pakistan want peace.

International opinion tco is
keen that the two countries find a
solutinn to their problems, he
said, even while making it “ervs-
tal clear” that the U8 had no
direct or indirect role in the sum-
mit.

Further, Vajpayee pointed cut,

India has always tried to give
peace a chance, despite the w
that it has fought.,



Humyat blames ‘rigidity’;

demands role in peace

Srinagar, July 17

KASHMIRI SEPARATIST groups
today blamed ‘rigidness’ for
breakdown of the Agra summit
talks and underlined the need to
involve the people of Kashmir in
the talks. But they expressed the
hope that the deadlock would not
end the dialogue.

“We know the history of Indo-
Pak dialogue and that is why we
demand involvement of the peo-
ple of Kashmir,” Hurriyat Con-
ference chairman Abdul Ghani
Bhat said.

“We thought the situation req-
uired that leaders demonstrate a
more mature sense of judgement
and come to grips with the prob-
lems. But as the reports suggest,
rigidness rather than realism pro-
duced what it did,” he added.

Saving the summit should not
be weighed in scales of success
or failure, the Hurriyat leader
said, “The end (of the suminit)
should make the beginning and
the parties should adopt realistic
approach to the problem.”

“We should recognise realities
on the ground and move forward
in tune with the beat of peoples’
hearts. Let us hope that the people
around who behave untealistical-
ly understand the situation in its
proper perspective,” Bhat said. .

- Senior Kashmiri separatist

NOT A FAILURE: FAROCQ

THE SUMMIT should not be termed
a “faiture’ as the dialogue process
has begun and doors are open for
future discussions, said Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Faroog

Abduliah on Tuesday.
“We cannot say it is & failure as
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
has accepted an invitation to visit
islamabad. It is a 54-year-old issue
and cannot be resolved in just four
meetings,” he said.

 PTI

leader Shabir Ahmad Shah
termed the breakdown of the
summit as “unfortunate” and
indirectly blamed New Delhi,

saying India should have played -

a role of abig brother.

“Though there was no expecta-
tion of any miracle, the rigid atti-
tude adopted by New Delhi was
responsible for the failure of the
sammit,” Shah, who heads
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party (JKDFP), alleged.

He appreciated the Pakistan
President’s stand that New Delhi
should accept Kashmir as an
iss1e’, if not a ‘dispute’, and
involvement of the people of
Kashmir in the dialogue for a
lasting solution to the issue.  *

Shah said Prime Minister Vaj-

st

w9
\Cq Y

payee had, in a communication to
him through Government inter-
locutor on Kashmir K C Pant,
accepted Kashmir as an issue. ,

“But what happened at the sum-
mit?" he asked. However, Shah
said he was not a pessimist. The
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front {JKLF), one of the Hurriyat
Conference constituents, also
blamed Delhi for the failure,

“The failure of the summit
talks is unfortunate not only for
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir hut for India and Pakistan as
well,” JKLF acting chairman
Bashir Ahmad Bhat said.

He said, “Had New Delhi been
serious in resolving the Kashmir
issue it should have extended the
ceasefire and invited Pakistani
leaders for the dialogne.”

Demanding the involvement
of Kashmiris in the talks, he said
Delhi and Islamabad had been
talking for the past 53 vears
“hut e end result has seen more
bittefness than reselving the
issue.”

J&K Congress president Mo-
hammad Shafi Qureshi said, “It
is very sad that the summit was
inconclusive. There were a lot of
hopes generated by both sides.
Everybody was happy that dia-
logue was taking place and bit-
terness would end.”

PTI
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It’'s now or never, Teel Kashmiris

Srmagar July 15 },\f W

THE INDO-PAK summit has
raised hopes of a new dawn over
the trouble-torn Valiey, The peo-
ple of Kashmir harbour hopes of
lasting peace as the leaders of
the two nations meet in Agra.

A vast majority feel that itis a
“now or never situation”, From
commoners to intellectuals, all
seem optimistic and have pinned
high hopes on the summit.

The mood seemed upbeat fol-
lowing Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf’s recent positive
statements. He has reiterated
that without a resolution to the
Kashmir issue, no improvement
wottld be possible in the bilateral
relations.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the architect of the
peace mave, too has accepted that
Kashmir will be the major topic
in the summit.

“When the wo meet, the rela-
tions are bound to improve and
peace cannot be far away,” said a
cart-puller in Cal Chowk, Rafiq
Ahmed.

“It is a golden opportunity for
the twoe leaders and their coun-
trymen to break the ice on the
Kashmir issue. Urges and aspira-
tions of the people of Kashmir
are attached to the summit and
Inshaallah it will bie a success,”
university teacher, Mohammad
Akbar, said.

“Like the rest of the Kash-
miris, I too am optimistic about
the summit,” he said. Both the
leaders know that once the Kash-
mir issue is settled, the subconti-
nent will wear a new look of
peace, tranquility, development
and prosperitv

Ghulam Mustafa, a motor
mechanie, said; “I think some
thing serious is cooking. They
have something on their minds

otherwise what was the needof
this rendezvous.”

“Things have been already set-
tled, only a final announcement
remains to be made,” Shafkat
Wani, a doctor, said. "India is
providing a red-carpet welcome
to Musharraf, who is considered
to be the mind behind Kargil. It
means serious business will be
held at Agra as India has forgot-
ten the past and wants a new
beginning in its relations with
Pakistan.”

“Let us all pray for the positive
outcome,” said Haji Mohammad
Yousuf Mir, who spent 23 days at
a refugee camp in Delhi during
the Partition. “At that time it was
easy for politicians to soive the
Kashmir tangle but today let us
pray for something positive.”

“The polity of India and Pak-
istan is complex and it is very dif-
ficult to expect miracles but one
expects something from the sum-

mit,” said Abdul Majid Khan, a
banker.

Security forces too feet the
summit would lead to peace and
they would be able to go back to
their barracks. “We want an end
to the violence so that we can
move back,” said a security offi-
cer leading a patrol party in Sri-
nagar.

An Army officer said if the
summit ends on a positive note,
the condition of the borders will
certainly improve. “Before cease-
fire the guns used to boom fre-
quently and our troops had to
remain vigilant and ready for
any sort of option. No doubt, our
jawans are still keeping vigil, but
the tension is much less.”

“We have very high hopes on
the summit and we pray to God
that this kind of atmosphere that
is prevailing at present in the
camp may last long” said jawan
Jaswant Singh. PTI



“We are satisfie

By Shujaat Bukhari )((f) A

NEW DELHI JULY 14. At a meeting with the leaders of the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) today, the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, reiterated
his full moral, diplomatic and political support to
Kashmiris in their just struggle’.

Despite disapproval by the Government and a
boycatt by the ruling NDA, six APHC executive meni-

President calls for peace; Advani
raises terrorism issue: Page 8
Musharraf's wins some points,

loses some: Page 9

bers led by its chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat,
made it to the Pakistan House at Tilak Marg here.

The 20-minute meeting teok place prior to the
reception in honour of the Pakistan President orga-
nised by the Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr. Ash-
raf Jehangir Qazi.

While the Jamat-e-Islami leader, Sved Ali Shah
Geelani, stressed on the need for a solution to Kash-
mir in accordance with the wishes of the people and
1J.N. resolutions, others — including Prof. Bhat, Mr.

: Gani Bhat

Abd %i ione and Mirwaiz Umer Farooq —
adopyed a soft line, stressing the need for peace in
the fegion. Another executive member and JKLF
chairtnan, Mr. Yaseen Malik, who is away in London,
had announced a boycott of the meering. Pakistan
officials were trying to downplay the meeting, dis-
missing it as “routine”. later, the APHC chairman
described the mecting as “good and positive”. Gen.
Musharraf “understands our point of view well... We
are satisfied.” Hurrivat leaders were hopetul that-
Gen. Musharraf would try hard to bring them into
the dialogue on Kashmir at a later stage. “"We told
him that the inclusion of Kashmiris in the dialogue
process alone can pave the way for a solution,” the
former chairman of the APHC, Mirwaiz Umer Fa-
roog, said. The Hurriyat did nol want to derail the
summit and wished it a success.

Pak. support,

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary, Mr. Inamul Haq,
said the meeting between Gen, Musharraf and Hur-
rivat leaders was held in a cordial atmosphere, dur-
ing which Gen. Musharraf reiterated his
Government’s full moral, diplomatic and political
support to (he “just struggle of Kashmiris". He said
Pakistan would like 1o invite the Hurriyat to Pakistan,
but much would depend on India’s stand.



Totea \gith El;ree-n‘ionth timetable

hen !
the
six of

us from the ex-
ecutive council
of the All Par-
ties Hurrivat
Conference -
chairman
Abdul Gani
Lone (Muslim
Conference),
Syed Ali Shah
Geelani (Jamaat-e-Islami), Abdul
Gani Lone (People’s Conference),
Maulana Abbas Ansari (fttehadud
Muslimeen), Sheikh Abdul Aziz
(People’s League) and mysell
(Awami Action Committee) {the
JKLF has decided not to partici-

® Mirwaiz Umar Farooqis a
member of the Hurriyat
executive council

pate in the meetiyg) — go to meet
Pakistan Presidekt General Per-
vezr Musharraf over tea tomor-
row, it will be with the hope that
he will carry with him our expec-
tations when he meets Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee hours later,

Our immediate concern, we
will tell the General, is that India
and Pakistan should chaik out a

time-bound strategy — we would

look at a period of about three
months from the summit — and
evolve a mechanism to involve us.
Our chairman, Abdul Gani Lone,
will speak on our behalf. The oth-
ers present will, if needed, empha-
sise the point.

Today, General Musharrafhas
said he is willing to extend his
stay in Indla, if requireqd, to dis-
cuss Kashmir. If he gets more
time to taik to people here, that isa

very good sign and we welcome it.

As Kashmiris webelieve that if
India and Pakistan were to come
close to each other, it is in our in-
terest. We will support any initja-
tive that brightens the prospect of
closer ties. But Kashimnir is the
bone of contention, it is the core
issue.

Although we are not a partici-
pant in the talks, we would likg to
put forward our point of view.
Without the involvement of Kash-
miris, Kashmir cannot be settled.
We are the primary party and
both India and Pakistan have to
involve vs,

Kashmir is not a territorial
dispute. It is a political issue con-
cerning 13 million people. This
fundamental thing has to be kept
in mind -— that it 15 an issue con-
cerning people and not 3 line on a
map. This is aiso why the people of

Kashmir have to be taken into
confidence, And the Hurriyat is
their representative.

Bilateralism has failed over
Kashmir, We have seen Tashkent,
Simla and Lahore. All these agree-
ments have failed because the peo-
ple of Kashmir were never a part
of them. That is the reason we call
for a tripartite dialogue.

It isunforfunate that the NDA
pariners have decided to stay
away from the tea meeting. It is
sad that they are ignoring the real-
ities. The Hurriyat Conference is
a reality in Kashmir, We were
looking forward to an interaction
with the Indian leadership.

We have invested so much into
the movement, More than 50,000
people have lost their lives. All of
it for a cause. It is important that
people on the ground feel that the |

swnmit has made a difference. P
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 SRINJOY CHOWDHURY &
| NILOVA RQY CHAUDHURY
' STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

; ‘
! NEW DELHI, July 12. — A hit
. of Kashmir for lots of confidence.
. The Indian side thinks General
. Pervez Musharraf may settle for
© any small moverment forwa.rd on
; what he calls the “core” issue:
! Kaghmir. in return, he may re-
' spond positively to the econfid-
ence-building measures (CBMas)
to be announced by India.
- Among the important CBMs
. India is likely to offer at the
* summit is a proposal for Joint
: Risk Reduction Centre - one
* each in India and Pakistan, or
. just one for both countries - so
. that a genuine mistake hy one
* is not misinterpreted as an act
~ of aggression by the other.
. This and other CBMs from
" India are likely to get quicker
- responses, said officials, if In-
. dia gives a commitment to con-
tinue talks on Kashmir
. through a jojnt working group

: or some Similar mechanism. A

" JWG, officials said, would al-
" low Gen.Musharraf the leeway
. he requires in domestic politics
! to respond positively to India’s
. other suggestions. , . .
; India has already offered re-
. laxation on visas, entry points,
' tariffs as.well as more educa-
tional/cultural exchanges.
As for the risk reductions cen-
. tre (RRC) propesal, officials
: said its need arises because
. the two countries can pick up
" through their surveillance and
; electronic warfare aystems the
) preparations of a missile
! launch. The missile may have
. a dummy. warhead or a can-
r ventional one and the presence
of such a.centre can ensure
{ that there is no panic by the
i other country and subsequent-
. 1y, a nuclear responase:
India has declared it won't at-
i tack Pakistan's nuclear instal-
. laticns. Pakistan too has ag-

reed to that. India has spoken
of a “nofirst use” which, it
hopes, Pakistan will agree to,
The RRCs will allow talks on
testing and experimentation of
missiles, There has always
been a risk of accidental nucle-
ar war and the two nations
have had their share of false
alarms. A false alarm is usual-
ly called a “broken arrow.”
JThere is also hope that the
two countrtes will agree on
measures to ensure there is no
increase in tension between
the militaries of the two coun-
tries. There is some possibility
of discussions on Sir Creek, es-
pecially of assessing the situa-
tion from the Arabian Sea side.
According to the present ar-
rangement, the director-gener-
al of military operations speaks
to his Pakistani counterpart
every Tuesday. But there is a
proposal for regular day-long
meetings between the two
DGMDa, perhaps once a year
or every six montha, There.
could also be meetings between
the corps commanders and per- .
haps, divisional commanders .
between the two countries. - !
There is a strong possibility |
of talks ebout a hotline to link !

" the commanders of the 14, 15"

and 16 Corps {all in J&K) thh
their Pakistani counterparts, :
Regular meetings between
border persannel is also & pos-
s:bahty as is some arrange- y
mient about release of soldiers !
who cross over by mistake. ;
Only after strong guarantees |
by Pakistan will Indis thin
down its troop-levels in J&K, it |
was learnt, The troop-levels .
are the same along the LoC ex-
cept in the Dras-Kargil-Batalik ]
region. where both sides have |
positioned troops along the bor- |
der. The other possibility of a |
cut is only if infiltration is
checked by Pakistan and then, |
India would not need troops for |
anti-militancy operatmns o f



7 JKLF strikes a different note:.

| Y@)\ By Shujaat Bukhari y

| SRINAGAR, JULY 21 The All-Par
* Hurrivat Caonference suffered
| seiback today with one of its con-
‘ stituenis — Jammu and Kashrnir
| Liberation Front (JKLF) — decid-
. ing to boycott the tea party at the
| Pakistan High Commission in
| New Delhi in honour of Gen. Per-
i vez Musharral on Saturday. All
4 the seven executive members of
i the APHC have been invited to
1\ the party.

b Confirming the decision, the
[ JKLF senior vice-president, Mr.
L Javed Ahmed Mir, said, “the stand
i of the IKLF as a propounder of the
cause of people of Jamimu and
| Kashmir is very clear and there
can be no compromise on that.”
The APHC, as the basic party 10
the dispute, should have been
ready to participate in a signifi-
cant meeting and a meeting over
acup of tea was of no importance.
Criticising the Hurriyat's defence
of the invitation for the party, Mr.
Javed Mir said, “when the Gov-
ernment of india invited us for
talks, we [Hurrivan rejected it
saving unless Pakistan was not in-
volved we cannot enter into a dia-
logue. But now when Pakistan has
accepted the invitation from the
Prime Minister, Mr. A. B. Vaj-
payee, Kashmiris, the basic party
to the dispute, have been ig-
nored.” “We have to discuss the
Kashmir problem, not sip tea,” he
said. The Hurriyat leaders, he
said, had become very vocal in

mupport of the invitation which

was nothing but “rubbing salt in
the wounds of bruised Kashmi-
ris”,

Mr. Javed Mir recalled that be-
fore the signing of the Lahore dec-
taration, the Hurrivar had resisted
the move saying there was no par-
ticipation of Kashmiiris in the
process. “This time they (Hurriyat
leaders) are very eager to have tea
with the dignitaries. We are un-
able to understand it Asked
whether it would lead to further
differences within the Hurrivart,
he said, 'the unity is not more inm-
portant than the sacrifices of
70,000 Kashmiris.”

Meanwhile, the JKLF chairman,
Mr. Yaseen Malik, told The Hindu
over phone from London that the
APHC leaders’ decision to attend
the tea party would be a clear vio-
lation of the Hurrival constitu-
tionn. "The Hurriyat constitution
not only has complete Independ-
ence as an option but is also com-
mitted to  tripartite talks on
Kashimir.” He would return 1o In-
dia on July 20 to take up the mat-
ter.

In another development, the
Awami Action Committee of Mir- ¢
waiz Umer Faroog strongly de-
nied that the Hurriyat Conference |
had suffered a split. The AAC gen-
eral secrelary, Mr. G. M. Bhar,
said a report in this regard was
baseless. There was no truth in
the report that there was a divi-

sion in the Hurriyat. /
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Hurrlyat spht over tea party

Rashid Ahmad ) \
Srinagar, July 10

PAKISTAN HIGH Comnrission-
er Jehangir Qazi's invitation to
the Ali-Pariy Hurrivat Confer-
ence leadership to the reception
of President General Mushar-
raf could well snowball into a
major crisis within the umbrel-
la orghanisation.

While Hurrivat chairman
Prof Abdul Ghani Bhat is keen
to accept the invitation,
Mohammad Yasin Malik. Abdul
(GGhani Lone and Mirwaiz [Imer
Farooq have expressed serious
~eservations.

The JKLEF a Hurrivat partner
1as officially confirmed rhat it
vould boveott the reception. A

tatement issued by the party
‘escribed the invitation as an
affront to the people of Kash-

H

mir”. It eald the tea party v
no remedy to the “wounds of
the Kashmiri people™.

The JKLF expressed shock
over non-inclusion of Kashmiri
representatives in the Aygra sum-
mit and said India and Pakistan
have alwavs been keeping the
Kashmiri people out of any
meaningful dialogue. Sources
close to the Hurriyat said JKLF
chief Yasin Malik. who is in Lon-
don, spoke to Prof Ghani over
the phone on Monday and urged
him not to aceept the invitation.

Yasin is reported to have
threatened to call a strike in the
Valley on the eve of Mushar-
raf’s visit. The pro-indepen-
dence leader is miffed with the
Pakistanl President for going
into a bilateral dialogue with
India. ignoring the Hurriyat.

However. Abdul Ghani Lone,

who is considered close to the
JKLF leadership. has reported-
Iy prevailed upon them to give
up the sirike plan. Lone, who
himself is against attending the
Pakistan High Commissioner’s
reception, reached here from
Deihi today to have further dis-
cussions with Hurrivat leaders
on the issue. Sources said that
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, who is
currently in Delhi too, is unlike-
1y to attend the reception.

But Ghani is determined to
meet Musharraf. So are Shaikh
Abdul Aziz of the Peoples’
League. Jamaat-e-Islami leader
and former Hurrivat chairman
Sved Ali Geelani is indisposed.
Sources said if Geelani recovers
by Saturday. he, too, would
attend Musharraf's veception.

More reports on Page 9
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-~ CLICHE-RIDDEN APPROACHES WILL NOT WORK, SAYS PM

Kashmir not the only subject:

Opposmon, Govt. agree

By Neena Vyas g\\/
NEW DELHI, JULY 9, Political partiés

across the board have put their
weight behind the Government
stand that while India wili not shy
away from discussing the Kash-
mir issue, it cannot be the only
subject of the coming talks be-
tween the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Perver
Musharraf.

The unanimous view was that
issues related to trade and com-
merce, easier cormmunication
and travel between the peoples of
the two countries, the question of
release  of  prisoners-of-war
(PoWs) and, above all, the prob-
lem of cross-border terrorism and
the nuclear question must be ad-
dressed at the summit.

What emerged at the all-party
meeting called by My, Vajpayee
here roday was a consensus that
the talks must be held within the
framework of the Constitution,
the ShimJa Agreement and the La-
hore Declaration in the spirit of
improving reiations with a neigh-
bouring country through bilateral
discussions,

Mr. Vajpayee emphasised that
despite the “low-point” of “vir-
tually nen-existent”” bilateral rela-
tions after the Kargil war, he had
invited Gen. Musharraf “'in keep-
ing with our consistent commit-
ment” to ‘a positdve and
constructive relationship of peace
and friendsitip with our neigh-
bour”. He noted that after the
1965 and 1971 wars also attempts
were made to establish peace.

At Agra, India would not shy
away from discussing the Kash-
mir issue, but ‘‘narrow and
cliche-ridden approaches have
not worked in the past, nor has
viglence’', Mr. Vajpayee noted,
clearly but indirectly referring to
Gen. Musharraf's insistence on
Kashmir as the “core issue”. The
two countries will have “to seek
another way’' to take forward the
bilateral relationship to address

“the core concerns of our people
in their btrugg]e agamst pm erty’’.

\

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the Congress president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
the Urion Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, and the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani (extreme right), at the all-party meeting on the Indo-Pak. summit in
New Defhi on Monday. — Photo! V. Sudershan

The Prime Minister said the
Kashmir issue was “tied to the
question of India's ferritorial in-
tegrity”’ and “it cannot be resolv-
ed on the basis of religion for
India had never accepted Parti-
tion on that basis®.

Foreign policy

The wne of the meeting was
perhaps set when Mr. Vajpavee
pointed out that on foreign policy
issues the country was one, and
when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, had ye-
sponded 1o issues during her
recenl visit 1o the United Stales
she spoke for the country, not just
the Congress. At the meeting, Ms.
Gandbhi siressed that the summit
was not a partisan issue. The Con-
gress had always favoured a dia-
logue with Pakistan to resolve all
oursianding issues. Pointing out
that the talks should not be con-
fined to the Kashmir issue, she
wished Mr. Vajpayee all success.

The three-hour meeting, at-
tended by 37 party leaders, in-
cluding three Ministers (Mr. L.K.
Advani, Mr. Jaswant Singh and
Mr. Pramod Mahd]an) addressed

the concerns of political parties
over the summit. To questions,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, Fxternal Af-
fairs Minister, categorically stated
that it was a “hilateral summnit”
and there was "“no room for a
third party”. He emphasised “‘the
11.5. had no role to play in Agra,
either directly or indirectly”

Mz, Singh told the Opposition
leaders that the Government
would raise the question of “con-
fidence-building relations in rela-
tion to the nuclear issue’’. The
proposal of a “no-war pact”
made by Pakistan ‘‘cannot be
meaningful unless it covers cross-
border terrorism, the proxy war in
Kashmir and the activities of ter-
rorists”. If Pakistan were to de-
mand the reduction of armed
security forces in Jammu and
Kashmir, India's response would
be that *“it was the sovereign func-
tion of a government” to decide
where to send its security forces.
On the return of PoWs, a question
raised by some party leaders, he
said the Lahore Declaration had
started a process which the Gov-
ernment would like to “revive” at
Agra.

A word of caution came from
the Rashtriva [anata Dal which
warned against “too much eu-
phoria”, reminding that the Kar—
gil conflict had followed the
Lahare Declaration. The Govern-
ment must not lower its guard on
the borders. The CPI{M) wanted
the nuclear issue to be taken up
seriously to “‘avert any nuclear
confrontation’.

Briefing reporters later, Mr.
Mahajan, Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs, said the ‘“national
consensus” evolved at the meet-
ing had no doubt strengthened
the hands of the Prime Minister,
who would now go to the summit
backed by the good wishes of all
parties. Mr. Vajpayee noted that
the meeting had once again dem-
onstrated the “strong national
consensus’ on foreign policy is-
sues.

While no one was sure of its
success, the general view was that
it was a good beginning. They
hoped it would be result- crierit-
ed, but at least it should help set
up a mechanism to take the dia-
logue further.

More reports on Page}s},af'
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THE VISIT OF the Government of India desig-
nated ‘negotiator’, Mr. K. C. Pant, to Jammu and
Kashmir last week has, predictably, proved to be
a diffused exercise that has been overtaken by
events. True to the mandate that ordained a dia-
logue with people drawn from “all walks of life”,
he has indeed interacted with practically every-
one and every group which bad cared to meet
him and had something to say on the hows and
wherefores of “restoring peace”. At best, the
week- long exploratory voyvage must have served
as a ‘window of opportunity’ for Mr. Pant him-
self to get an insight into the perceptions and
aspirations of the various sections of the pop-
ulation in different regions. However, much of
what he had beard during his interaction with
mainstream political parties, civic bodies, pres-
sure groups and outfits representing religious or
regional interests is by no means new or pro-
found. For instance, the suggestion for a trifurca-
tion of the State and the sectarian demand for
Ladakh being carved out as a Union Territory
have been floating around for a long time now.
Nor is it a revelation that the State in general and
some regions in particular are crying for eco-
nomic development. 1t is also common knowl-
edge that this crass negligence of basic
developmental needs and the resultant perva-
sive joblessness contributed not a little to the
alienation of the people and, by extension, to the
growth of militancy in the State. Given this con-
text, yet another fact-finding exercise of the type
Mr. Pant carried out does appear redundant,

As for the ticklish and more problematic is-
sue of engaging the separatist groups, Mr, Pant's
"Mission Kashmir' could not make any headway,
for obvious reasons. If the very format and con-
ceptualisation of the so-called dialogue initiative
suffered from serious flaws (notably, blurred
perspective), the Vajpayee regime’s abrupt
change of tack — as reflected in the termination
of the’six-mopth-old unilateral ceasefire and in
thePrime Minister’s snap decision to invite Pa-

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2001

OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS

kistan's Chief Executive for talks \— sent confus-
ing signals about the Centre's\strategy. The
impending Vajpayee-Musharraf summit inevita-
bly shifted the focus away from the internal dia-
logue track pursued by Mr, Pant — even if the
latter was not rendered totaily irrelevant — while
the separatist outfits that have been rooting for a
direct involvement of Pakistan in any effort at
unravelling the Kashmir imbroglio became
much more wary of doing business with the offi-
cial interlocutor; this is quite understandable.
The only exception was Mr. Shabir Shah, leader
of the Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party, and even he insisted on terming his meet-
ing with Mr. Pant 'informal’. If Mr. Vajpayee's
‘summit’ initiative made a positive impact on
the likes of Mr. Shabir Shah and Mr. G.M. Shah
(Awami National Conference), quite a few state-
ments by some high ranking colleagues of the
Prime Minister striking a tough posture had the
effect of putting them off completely and intro-
ducing a jarring note in their interaction with
Mr, Pant, much to the latter's embarrassment.

For its part. the All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence — the separatist umbrella outfit that is
sharply divided between the pro-independence
and pro-Pakistan factions — found itself caught
in a cleft stick, so to say, in the wake of the
summit call which it perceived as the Vajpayee
regime’s counter to its persistent demand for a
visit to Pakistan to work for ‘peace’. In fact, the
Centre's recent strategic moves on the Kashmir
front lend themselves to a strong suspicion of
the Hurriyat factor having figured as an impor-
tant determinant. After his visit, Mr. Pant too has
asserted that the ground situation in the State
did “not at all"”’ reflect the Hurriyat's claim to the
“sole representative’”’ status. Maybe, its claim is
exaggerated, and the role of elected repres
tives is not to be minimised in a democr
ity, but the Hurriyat does represent a s
opinion that cannot be ignored.
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MUSHARRAF WRITES TO ABDUL GHANI BHAT

‘Keen on meetmg Hurriyat’

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JuLY 5. The Pakistal
President, Gen. Pervez Musharra
has written to the All-Party Hurri
vat Conference chairman, Prof!
Abdul Ghani Bhat, expressing a
desire to meet the APHC leaders
during his coming visit 1o India.
The Hurriyat also hopes for a sim-
ilar response from New Delhi.
Speaking to mediapersons here
on Thursday, Prof. Bhat said Gen.
Musharraf had acknowledged his
letter seeking a meeting before or
after the summit. “'{ look forward
to an opportunity (o meet you
and other leaders of the APHC
during my visit to India. I have
asked the Pakistan High Commis-
sioner to make the necessary ar-
rangements in this regard,” said

the letter from Gen. Musharraf.

at the Dargah of Nizamuddin.;
evening, high tea at the Pakistan High
Comimission.; Attend a banquet hosted
by the President at 8 p.an.

WF- JULY 15: Leaving for Agra ac 8.30
a.m and drive down to Armar Vilas Hotel
for stay.; At 11.30 a.m., a drive to Jaypee
Palace hotel for a lengthy session with
Mr. Vajpayee.; After the summit, visit to
the Taj Mahal, attending a cultural pro-
gramme and dinner hosted by the Gover-
nor of Uttar Pradesh.

P JULY 16: Breakfast with intellectuals, followed by another
round of talks with Mr. Vajpayee and address either a joint press
conference with the Prime Minister or one on his own.; Scheduted
to leave for Jaipur at 2 p.m. on his way to Ajmer Sharif, return to
Jaipur from where he would leave for home.

j He also reiterated full moral and

diplomatic suppart to the Kash-
miri people in tk. eir just struggle.

Prof. Bhat sabd, “we wrote to
the President of Pakistan and the
Prime Minister of India on June
22 and propaesed a meeting out-
side summit either before or after,
These were relecsed to the press
and we waited for a while for re-
plies from both sides. This creat-
ed a bit confusion and many
stories were circulated dismissing
the APHC as irrelevant.” Brushing
aside the criticism, Prof. Bhat
said, "we never took it to our
hearts that we have been margin-
alised. We knew the whole proc-
ess had to proceed smoothly
forward and it did.”

Asked whether the Government
of India would allow the APHC

g IULY 14: Arrival in New Delhi at 8.30 a.m.;Ceremonial welcome
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan at 9.00 a.m., followed by floral tributes at
Rajghat and official engagements. A meeting also with the Leader of
the Opposition, Ms. Sonia Gandhi.; Lunch with the Prime Minister,
Mr. Va]pavee‘ at 1 p.m.; Visit Neharwall Haveli, the ancestral house

' where he was born, followed by prayers

In the

Mr. Abdul Ghani Bhat, Chairman of the All-Party Hurriyat
Caonference, shows a letter from the Pakistan President,
Gen. Musharraf, to journalists in Srinagar on Thursday. — AP

leaders to meet Gen. Musharraf as
also about the meeting they had
sought with the Prime Minister,
Mr. A. B, Vajpavee, he said, “'let us
hope for the best,” adding “I do
not think the Prime Minister will
block the passage to sanily.” On
writing tdentical letters to Mr.
Vajpayee and Gen. Musharral, he
satd, “we have reached a stage
where we have to take measured
steps and not speak words which
can vitiate the political climate.”

Earlier, the APHC executive met
for over three hours and dis-
cussed the letter received by Prof.
Bhat last evening. Besides Prof
Rhat, Moulvi Abbas Ansari (Jitc-
hadul Muslimeen}, Sheikh Abdut
Aziz {Peoplc’s League), M. Bashir
Ahmed Butt (JKiLF), Mr. G. M.
Bhat (Awami Action Committee},
Mr. Ghulam Ahmed Gulzar (Peo-
ple’s Conference) and Sheikh Ali
Mohammad (Jamat-e- Islami) at-
tended  Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone,

o e

Mr. Ali Shah Geelani, Mr. Yaseen
Malik and Mirwaiz Umer Faroogq
are out of Kashmir.
Wedding invitation

In another development, the
senior Hurrivat [eader and jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation Frong
vice-chairman, Mr. Javed Ahmed
Mir, has invited Mr. Vajpayee and
Gen. Musharraf for his wedding
reception here on July 23. Ex-
pressing the hope that his invita-
tion would be accepted, Mr. Mir
said, it is another opportunity
for them 1o discuss Kashmir with
an open mind and that too on the
land which is in trouble.”

[n an attempt to make it an
event where people from across
the horder can meet, Mr. Mir has
invited leaders from Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir as
well as several diplomats and
journalists from New Delhi.

Freedom far cyclist: Page 13
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Musharraf wrlteg
to Hurrlyat leader,
calls foF meeting

By Seema Guha

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHE Pakistan President
Gen Pervez Musharraf has written
to Hurriyat chairman Abdul Gani
Bhat saying that he wants to meet
the Kashmiri leader during his stay
in India. New Delhi had expressly
asked the Pakistani leader not to
do so.

Gen Musharral’s letter was
released on Thursday by Mr Bhat.
“I am locking for- ,
ward to an oppor-
tunity to meet you
and other leaders §
of the All-Party &
Hurriyart ™=
Conference (APHC) durmg my
visit to India. I have asked the
Pakistan high commissioner to
make the necessary arrangements
in this regard. Let me assure you
that Pakistan will continue to
extend its full moral, political and
diplomatic support to the Kashmiri
people in their struggle.”

e letter, dated July 2, was inci-
dentally signed General and not

w

President Musharraf. Eder since
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayvee invited the Pakistani
leader for talks, the President had
said he hoped to meet the Hurriyat
delegation while in this country.
India’s reaction to President
Musharraf's letter was predictable.
“We have always maintained that
this is a non-issue,” spokesperson
of the external affairs ministry
Nlrupama Rao told reporters at
her briefing. She
said Pakistan was
aware of India’s
_ position on  the
issue. New Delhi
believes that the
Humyat has no role to play in
bilateral matters. But despite Gen
Musharraf’s soothing letter to Mr
Bhat, expressing support for the
Kashmint cause and his eagerness
to meet Hurriyat leaders, Pakistan
high  commissioner  Ashrafl
Jehangir Qazi, during his meetings
with Indian officials, has not raised |
this issue, :

P Ses Edit Islamabad Signals, Page
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AArmy plans
special G\ /
forcefor 4{,
shrine siege

Arun Joshi
Srinagar, June 3

THE ARMY is now planning to
raise a special commandao force
of its own on the pattern of the
National Security Guards and
train it in dealing with opera-
tions invelving flushing out of
militants from mosques and
shrines in Jammu and Kashmir

Ironically, the dangers of the
recurrence of such explosive situ-
ations have arisen because of the
decision of security forces to
withdraw the cordon around a vil-
lage mosque in south Kashmir
early this week. The Army after
exhausting the option of persuad-
ing the foreign militants through
locals to vacate the mosgue, decid-
od to withdraw the cordon.

The local Army commanders,
after having secured the green
signal from their higher-ups had
opted for withdrawing the cor-
don because storming the
mosgue could have resulied in
high casualties and damage to
the place of worship. The with-
drawal, however, was attributed
to the “local law and order prob-
lem that could be dealt locally.™

Fears have since been voiced
that militants could occupy the
mosques again and inflict dam-
age, To counter that situation, sug-
gestions have been mooted that
either a unit of the NSG should be
stationed in Kashmir or the Army
should raise an elite unit.

Sources said the Army is
amenable to the second sugges-
tion and measures are already
under way in this regard. "Now
there are dangers of a repeat of
the Hazratbal and Charare-
Sharief incidents and we will
have to be prepared for that kind
of emergency;” said a BSF official.

Those who decided to give safe
passage to militants had good
intentions in intervening in the
matter. They did not want any
rise in tension or street demon-
strations when the peace initia-
tive was on. Chief negotiator K C
Pant has been talking to people
and leaders of various hues to
elicit their views on the situa-
tion, Any injudicious step could
have worsened the situation for
the present and had its effect on
the talks to come,

But, however good intentioned
the decision, long-term dangers
have perhaps been ignored. The
State Government has not taken
into account, how in 1996, the
security forces were allowed to
flush cut militants when they
attempted to re-enter the Hazrat- 4 e g
bal shrine, a contrast to the safe PHE HINDUST ..o - L
passage that was given to mili-
tants at the same shrine in Octo-
ber-November 1993, - Lot it

The disastrous result of the - PRV
safe passage in 1993 was visible
in 1985 when militants oceupied
the Charar shrine and reduced
the shrine to ashes hefore they

left the town. /
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Hizbul]
sets terms
for peace

in J&K |
Srinagar, June 3 'H{ }/.

THE HIZBUL Mujahideen has
said it will halt all its militant
operations in Jammy and Kash-
mirif India ang Pakistan adopt a
“realistie approach” to sglve the
Kashmir issye.

“Our activities will lessen pro-
Portionally to hoth the countries
giving up their rigid stand to
solve the Kashmir pProblem in a
realistic approach.” Hizhy] chief
Commander Ahdy] Majid Dar

By the same realistic yard-
stick, the 4g- Year-old Dar admit.

“We know there cannot pe nﬁr—
acles overnight. Our judgement
criteria will be the joint state.

between the two leaders. If we
feel botH are Agreeing to solve the
problem ang in brinciple agree
that this is 5 dispute ang want to
solve jt according to the wishesg
of the beople, we wiy] react
accordingly, "Dayp said.

Asked why the Hizbul had
stepped up itg activities eyen
- after the Prime Minister hag
invited Gen.Musharraf for talks,
Dar said, “The initiative of Vaj-
bayee was abrupt ang We never
knew he wi]] take such z stand,™

About K ¢ Pant's recent Kash-
mir visit ag the Government's
interlocutor, Dar said “jt isalsog
confused move, Last vear we
announced ceasefire, Had the
Government announced that the
Hurriyat canference and Hizbul
Mujahideen were invited fgr
taiks and simultaneously
engaged in a dialogue with Pak-
istan, probably a solution would
have emerged by now >

“Even if the Government had
announced similar measures

could have helped in confidence
building in the State,” Dar added,
“Such uncoordinated efforts
are likely to bear no fruit.” “we
welcome the Vajpayee—Mushar-
raf meeting. Though it ig late, it
is a positive step. If hoth coun-
tries move away from their beat-
en tracks, we wi] be most happy
and we wi]] Co-operate,” he said.
PTI
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HE SIMUTTANEOUS announce-

rd %()/
ment of thewithdrawal of the cea-
sefire  and ¥ the invitation to

General Musharraf from Mr. Vaj-

payee has established an unequivecal rela-
tionship between the Kashmir issue and
Pakistan. This amoums 1o an implicit ad-
mission by [ndia that Pakistan has a role to
play in the establishment of peace in Kash-
rair as well as the resolution of the prob-
lern. The fortitude of the Kashmiris played
a decisive role in securing the elusive in-
vitation for Pakistan. However, ad interim
the message for the Kashmiris is de trap.
Their fate will be discussed in absentia.

New Delhi has had various mechanism
at its disposal for the resolution of the
Kashmir issue. It could look for an internal
solution involving the Kashmiri feader-
ship, or an external solution involving Pa-
kistan. A more realistic solution could have
been a mix of both with a balanced trade-
off between the two. The Indian percep-
tion in search of a solution has come a ful)
circle. Pre-invitatien efforts to seek peace
in Kashmir were avertly biased in favour of
an internal solutien. The APHC was the
focus of attention. involvement of Pakis-
tan at a later stage was subject 1o fulfill-
ment of certain conditions. An end 1o
crosshorder ferrorism was a prominent
pre-condition. Post-invitation, the focus is
an Pakistan. The APHC has no role in the
new scenario. The variables are the same.
The intensity of militant activity has
shown no signs of abating. Yer, there is a
complete w-turn i New Delhi's policy.
The shift may have been dictated by exi-
gencies at home or external considera-
fioms, and left New Delhi with little room
for maneeuvring. Whatever little manoeu-
vrability New Delbi may have had, it has
used to elbow out the Kashmird leadership,
with Pakistan quicty acquiescing.

The absence of any strand of Kashmiri
representation ar the negortiating table
needs to be analysed. The main topic un-
der discussion is supposed to be Kashmir,
the brunt of military actien from either
side is being faced by the Kashmiris and,
vet, they have no representation, India and
Pakistan view the issue as a rerritorial dis-
pute and will at the most discuss Kashmir
fthe tand}, but who will discuss the Kash-
miris {the people}? The Kashmiri leader-
ship has been crowded our from the talks,

By Sajad Gani Lone

India and Pakistan in pursuir of their own
interests have aided and abetted the
crowding-out process. The Kashmiri tead-
ership has at times been a mute spectator
and at times intentionally aided this proc-
ess.

The role of India in excluding the Kash-
miri leadership from talks is very explicit,
whereas Pakistan has played an implicit
role. India has managed to portray the
Kashmiri leadership as a proxy of Pakistan,
with no independent decision-making ca-
pabilities. The frequent visits of the Kash-
miri leadership to the Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi and the servile
pandering to telephone calls from [slama-

der the garb of framing the modalities of
the ceasefite to allow the differences
among the Kashmiris 1o grow. An ener-
vated, maliciously isolated Mafid Dar
quietly withdrew in his sheil. Pakistan was
never happy with the ceasefire. 1t worked
cleverly behind the scenes through Syed
Salahuddin, and saw to it that the ceasefire
was called off. India carned its share of
brownie points, Pakistan escaped un-
scathed and the Kashmiris got the flak.

If the APHC faltered ar the first ceasefire
call, it did not do any betrer at the second
ceasefire call. The APHIC was caught in a
muddle and waffled around. It was rardy in
its response and very grudgingly gave a

The actions of the APHC leaders have conjured up
a stereotyped image of the Kashmiri leadership,
dependent on Pakistan.

bad have only helped India in this. Pakis-
tan Dblatantly makes the Kashmiri
leadership dance to its tune, thereby lend-
ing credibility 1o the impression created by
India. The Kashmiri leadership, especially
the APHC, has augmented the indian por-
trayal by its actions. These actions have
conjured up a stercotyped image of the
Kashmiri leadership, dependent on Pakis-
tan for every move,

The quixotic behaviour instrumental in
the banishment of the APHC from the talks
finds its chronological origing in the uni-
lateral ceasefire announced by the Hizbul
Mujahideen commander, Abdul Maijid
Dar. It was a unique opportuaity to portray
a more humane face, and 1 convey the
message that Kashmiris do understand the
language of peace, if an honourable settle-
ment is made. The ceasefire was an-
nounced from Srinagar for a period of one
month. It was called ofi’ after 15 days by a
feliow Kashmiri. Syed Salahuddin, from
the safe confines of islamabad. Through-
out these 15 days, Mr. Salahuddin in-
dulged in provocative flummery, making it
blatantly obvious that be was against the
ceasefire. The non-combatant APHC was
not teo happy either. Far from welcoming
the ceasefire, it termed the step hasty. In-
dia played its cards well. It welcomed the
ceasefire and termed the Hizb its very own
people. But it cleverly procrastinated un-

Tisk g saedhs

cautious welcome mired with conditions.
Pakistan welcomed and reciprocated the
ceasefire along the LoC, Covertly, the mil-
itants upped the ante and recorded the
highest number of hits during the ceasefire
peried. True to its “fault finding tenden-
cy”, the APHC was quick to point out the
high number of casualties as a result of
retaliatory action by the Indian military
authorities. The AP chose to keep silent
on the increased intensity of the strikes by
militants. Pakistan ensured peace along its
side of the LoC and earned some desperate
grace marks. India succeeded in conveying
its yearning lor peace. And what did the
Kashmiris convey? India was addressing
an international audience through the
ceasefire, while the APHC was busy play-
ing to the gallery across the border. The
Kashmiris once again came out the e
losers.

Not content with the earlier furays into
disaster, the APHC now wanted to visit Pa-
kistan, on the invitation ol its foreign of-
fice. For the first time, it secmed that the
APHC was plaving its cards right. A visit by
the Kashmiri teadership to discuss Kash-
tnir, cleared by Indian authorities by issu-
ing travel documents, and facilitated by
Pakistan by issuing visas, would have
meant an implicit official endorsement of
the Kashmiris as a basic party to the dis-
pute. Too good to be true. New Delhi cre-

4

. Crowding out, courtesy APHC

e—

ated a miasma by cleverly making an
unofficiai leak, indicating that a particular
membrer of the APHC would not he given
travel documents. An attempt was made o
lionise this particutar member. whose rab-
ble-rousing demagoguery had invariably
gone againsi the interests of the Kashmiris.
The APHC ignored the impaortance of the
visit and instead joined issue with india-
over the compasition of the delegation. In
the melee of claims and counter claims,
the visit could not take place.

e the run up - the suminit. another
plece of theatre involving the Kashmiris is
being enacted. General Mushamraf in a re-
cent press conference cxpressed his re-
solve to consuit Kashmiris, before going to
India. This was in stark contrast to the ear-
lier assertions wherein the APHC was al-
maost synonymous with the Kashmiris. The
definition of Kashmiris has been broad-
ened for the purpose of the theatre. The
General did invite Kashmiris, The Pakistan
unit of the APHC., and some other Kash-
miris around the glabe have been invited
to confer with the General. And what dees
the APHC ‘Srinagar” have to say about it
Mum is the word. The same APHC in-
dulged in blustery and taunted. mocked
and jeered at Mr. K. C, Pant for collecting
an unrepresentalive crowd. The crowd
collected by Mr. Fant was at least present
in Kashmir.

The APHC has to rethink its priorities. [t
has (¢ make up its mind, wherher it is pra-
India, pro-Pakistan, ami-india or pro-
Kashmir. 1t has to recognise thar Pakistan
has international compulsions and its own
interests which unfortunately do nat coin-
cide with the interests of the Kashmiris. A
tiny minority may suhscribe to Pakistani
advocacy on Kashmin, bur an averwhelin-
ing majoritv of Kashmiris would want the
Kashmiris pleading their own case. There
is a lurking danger. that the two powers
might draw up the conteurs of a solution,
and the Kashmiris may be saddled with a
Hobson's Choice. It is too early to call Pa-
kistan an adversary but clash of interest
does not fit Pakistan in the category of a
friend either.

(The writer is the son of Abdul Gani Lone,
Chairman of the J&K People's Conference.
and son-in-law of the JKLF leader, Amanud-
lah Kharn).



~No Pak, invitation for Hurriyat .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA bl

ISLAMABAD, July 1. — Islam-
abad has agreed to New Delhi’s
request not to invite Hurriyat
leaders to meet Gen Pervez
Musharraf in India.

Officials today confirmed me-
dia reports saying Pakistan
was no longer pushing for a
meeting befween Hurrivat
teaders and the President.
“This proposition to not to in-
vite Hurriyat leaders has been
made to us by India and we've
accepted it”, an official said.

The Dawn quoted a senior of-
ficial as saying: *We're not
pressing hard for the meeting.
We expected that the Indians
would show better judgement
and not impede the APHC'’s for-
nal meeting with Musharraf.
That didn’t happen. So at this

MUSHARRAF'S ‘SPECIAL ENISSARY’

ISLAMABAD, July 1. — President Pervez Musharraf has sent
poet Ahmed Faraz as special emissary to hold talks with Indian
leaders and intellectuals, media reports said today.

Faraz, a friend of Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mr IK Gujral,
is in New Delhi interacting with Indian political and literary
personalities, the daily, Dawn, reported, Indian High Commni-
ssion officials here sald they were not aware of any special
emissary status accorded to Faraz. However, they said the poet
had sought visa to go to India last month which was “promptly

granted”. — PTI

point our focus is on the main
summit.”

The decision follows strong
messages sent by India though
diplomatic channels that it
wouldn’t allow Hurriyat leaders
to meet the General even if Paki-
stan invites them for a “High
Tea” to be hosted by the Pakista-
ni high commission to New Del-

hi on 15 July.

The official, however, denied
that Pakistan, by dropping the
proposal for a Hurrivat-Mush-
arraf meeting, has accepted [n-
dia’s position on Kashmir. "Our
position is that Kashmiris are
an integral part of any final sol-
ution to the Kashmir problem”.
‘Stop empty boasting’: Dis-

tancing himself from the bellig-
erent stand traditionally taken
by Pakistani Generals and
Prime Ministers, Gen Mushar-
raf has wondered- why should
Islamabad think of heisting a
green flag over Red Fort when
its own economy needs immedi-
ate attention.

Speaking at a conference on
Prophet Mohammad in Islama-
bad, Gen Musharraf “asked the
audience why they felt the need .
of challenging India const=dt-
ly..”, the Friday Tiwees said.
Being a veteran of uhe Kashmir
war, he said. he knew exactly
where Pakistan was headed,
but there was no need to spoil
its economic chances by making
violent statements about it.

# Photograph, another
report on page 8
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Rift in Hurriyat widens -

Arun Joshi

\.{/-{r !
Jammu, June 30

CONTRADICTIONS AMONG
All-Party Hurrivat Conference
{APHC) leaders are becoming
louder by the dav as the Indo- Pak
summit approaches, If Sved Ali
Shah Geelani tirelesslv sings for
Pakistan and the virtues of an
Islamic State, Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) chief
Mohammad Yasin Malik feels
that Pakistan toc has not been
fair to Kashmiris.

He has also not forgotten those
1994 days when the Hurriyat
leaders used to call him an un-
Islamic character.

APHC Chairman Abdul Ghani
Bhatis not happy the way his col-
leagues are trying to steal the
limelight. He mooted a propesal
of writing a letter to Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee and Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf
seeking an audience in the exec-
utive council of the Hurrivat
Conference a week ago.

It was delivered to the two
sides. Bhat felt what he did was
mandated by the executive coun-
cil.

| GENTRE’S STAND ON APHC MEETING COLONIAL : LONE

| THE HURRIYAT Conference on Saturday criticised the Centre for not aliowing a '
" meeting hetween its leadership and Pakistan President General Pervez

I Musharraf during his coming visit to New Delhi.

| Inits first reaction to the Centre’s rejection of the proposed meeting. the
? Hurriyat termed the Government’s approach as “unrealistic and improper”, that
not only attracted abhorrence of every Kashmiri against it but against the

enfire country.

“Every Kashmiri gets enraged and the extreme hatred increases thousand
fold against the Indian leadership and the entire country by adopting rigid and

{ authoritarian approach.” senior Hurriyat executive member, Abdul Gani Lone, !
said addressing public meetings at various places, including Trehgam and

I Tangdhar in Kupwara today.

Lone said the “colanial approach” of the fndian leadership had frustrated rhe

; hopes generated among the people for a peaceful solution of the Kashimir

issue. “This policy will prove fue! to the fire to the alrsady expiosive situationin

Kashmir,” he said.

L S —

But Syed Ali Shah Geelani
raked up the question of the con-
tents of the letter. "I know that
Qazi Ahadullah, who represent-
ed me in the meeting agreed to
this. So I am zlso indirectly party
to the decision, but as far as the
contents are concerned, those
were not discussed”. )

Geelani who is regarded as a
hardiiner saw an opportunity of

PTi, Srinagar

becoming a real hero slipping
into the hands of his rivals wiih-
in the secessionist conglomerate.
He has not forgotten that it was
Bhat whe had asked for
his replacement from Jamait-i-
Islami.

Se he had a dig at these men in
Hurriyat Conference where the
likes of Bhat were forced to
review the stand.

Wi HiOUSTAN 1iMES
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Ladakhis

By Vinay Kumar
SRINAGAR, MAY 30. The Centre's
nrincipal interlocutor on Kash-
mir, Mr. K.C. Pang, today faced an
such overwhelming opinion in
Teh for granting Union Territory
status to the hilly Ladakh 1egmn
that he could not rurn up In time
‘or a meeting with the Awami Na-
ional Conference (ANC) presi-
dent, Mr. G.M. Shak. The
Pant-Shall meeting is now likely
to be held romorrow at Mr. Shah's
Maudana Azad Road residence.

Mr. Pant who wrned towards
the Ladakh region of Jammu and
Kashmir was deluged by a cross-
section of the people of Leh who
carfie out in hundreds demanding
Union Territory status Yor Ladakh.
“There were a number of demon-
strations in the main bazaar of
Leh. People were expressing sup-
port for the demand of giving
Unton Territory status 10 La-
dakh,” Mz, Pant told newspersons
later in the evening.

The entire route of My, Pant’s
mosorcade was lined up with peo-
ple holding mini-tricolours and
demanding separation from fam-
mu and Kashmir, Shops in the
LeW's main bazaar downed shut-
fers, and at some points Mr
Pant’s motrcade had wo he taken
through an alternative route.

A memorandum, demanding

derand U.T.

RoA

U.T. status, drafied by 19 organ-
sations was handed over to My
Pant. During his four-hour stay in
Leh. he had a packed schedule
and met representatives of the La-
dakh Autonoemous Hill Develop-
ment Councit {(LAHDC), Ladakh
Buddhist Association, Anjuman-
e-lmamia, Anjuman-e-Main-ul-
Islam. Christian Association, BJP,
Congress, and the National Con-
ference. However, the Ladakh
Muslim Association was opposed
to the demand of 1LT. starws for
Ladakh as well as wifurcation of
the State,

fn reply to a query. Mr. Pant
satd represcniatives of the Na-
tianal Conference also expressed
suppert for the demand of 117
status for Ladakh.

{According to P11, the LAHDC
chief stressed that the Himalayan
region had been violence-free
even when the entire State was
undey the grip of mifitancy. "' re-
gret that no one has paid atten-
tion  to  our problemt  of
developrment which is being dam-
aged because of militancy in
Kashmir.” The Ladakhk Buddhist
Association said “the entire re-
gion should be separated from
Jarmonu and Kashmic” so that the
pace of development could be in-
creased.)

Asked if any atterpl was made

o

from his side informally 1o con-
tact the Huriyat Conference
leaders, Mr. Pant replied in the
negative. "My objective is {o cre-
ate a righi kind of atmosphere for
talks which will uliimately Jead 10
the restoration of peace and nor-
mality in the State which has suf-
fered a lot during the past decade.
1 am wnot here ta precipitate mat-
ters, The process of diafogue
needs a lot of hard work and pa-
tiznge.”

Referring 1o different shades of
opinions being expressed during
his meetings with organisations,
groups, political parties and indi-
viduals, Mr. Pant said: “Differeni
people are throwing up different
ideas. 1 am eliciting opinion,
There are many stggestions and a
variety of inputs, When T go back
10 New Delhi, 1 will anabyse them
and see if another round of meet-
ings with certain people or groups
would be needed.”

“‘Window of opportunity’
Describing his peace mission tn
Kashunir as a “window of appor-
tunity ", Mr. Pant said such an op-
portunity would not come again.
“This is a serious eftort by the
Prime Minisier who has lent cred-
ibility o it. This is also necessarily
an issue which will take time.
Anvbody working with fixed ideas
and a set frame of mind will not

The Centre's interlocutor, Mr. K.C, Pant, hstemng to the representatives of the Ladakh Buddhist
Association, who called on him at Leh on Wednesday. — PTI

PANT-G.M. SHAH MEETING FAILS TO MATERIALISE

status

be able to work here, The world is |
changing fast and deep-rooted !
canflicts such as Kashmir are be- !
ing attempted 10 be solved.” .

When asked if he would be un- |
veiling an economic package for |
the State. My, Pant, who is also !
Deputy Chatrpersan of the Plan- ¢
ning Cominission, assured there |
would be no delay from in finalis- |
ing the plan for Jamimu and Kash-
mir. He said politics and |
economics could not be separat-
ed as these were crucial aspects of
development which has a social
ditnension to it.

Mr. Pant will visit Kargil tomor-
row. As the Pani-Shah meeting
could not take place, a peeved Mr.
G.M. Shah, aher waiting for 90
minutes, told reporters thar Mr.
tant should have reached in time
to keep the appointment, On his
part. Mr, Pant said that he got de-
layed in Leh and would meet Mr.
Shah tomoyrow.

PT1 reports:

Mr. Shah, even while hoping o
meet Mr. Pant, said, “‘What shall |
talk when they have already
stated that Kashmir is an integyal
part of fndia?” However, in a writ-
ten staterment, Mr. Shah wel-
comed  the Prime  Minister's
invitation to Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf and alse appreciated the lat-
ter's statement that he would visit
Dethi with an open mind.

PM satisfied

MANALY, MAY 30. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, today said
he is satisfied with the response of
the Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, to his invita-
tion tor talks. He said the dates for -
the meeting would be decided
500D,

“1 am satisfied with his reply.”
Mr. Vajpayee told reporters be-
fore returning to Delhi after a
week-long sojourn here, a day af-
ter Gen. Musharraf's acceptance
fettey was formally handed over to
New Delhi, On being  asked
whether he would send a re-
sponse to the Genetal’s leiter, Mr,
Yajpayee said, ““The time {or cor-
respondence 3s over. Now the
meeting w place.” — P11

rrivat reply to PM: Page 9/




AHurriyat wants

n

THE ALL-PARTY Hurriyat Con-
ference {APHC) today expressed
its determination to hold talks
with Pakistan's Chief Executive
General Pervez Musharraf dur-
ing his visit to India and rejected
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s proposal that they nego-
tiate with New Delhi's special
emissary, K C Pant.

“We have decided to visit New
Deihi when Musharraf visits
India for peace tatks with Vajpay-
ee,” APHC chairman Abdul Gani
Bhat said, adding, “We will move
ahead with our plan to meet Gen-
eral Musharraf even if impedi-
ments are raised by New Delhi.”

But there was a positive note
as well. “Vajpayee’'s invitation to
Musharraf is to be welcomed, It
seems that the saner elements in

Indrajit Hazra
Srinagar, May 30

Delhi have prevailed,” he caid.

The APHC reaction came a few
davs after Jaswant Singh ruled
out the possibility of allowing
Hurriyat leaders to hold talks
with Musharraf,

Singh’s stand was sirength-
ened by Vajpayee's ultimatum
from Pirni that the Hurrivat
must talk with K C Pant.

Vajpayee's compulsions secm
to be clear. The fuel that runs
Pant's Mission Kashmir is run-
ning low without the Hurrivat's
participation. While Pant is pui-
ting up a brave front and meeting
all the people he can (read: those
willing to talk to him), the gener-
al feeling in Srinagar is that the
purpose of his visit is just to add
more files in some government
office in the capital.

The Hurriyat's refusal to talk
has turned Pant’s exercise of
“understanding the hopes and

| P MAILS MUSHABRAF RESPONSE |

{

| THE PM on Wednesday hailed Gen. 1

' Musharraf's readiness for a |
dialogue with India, and expressed !
satisfaction at the Pakistani Chief

’ Executive's reply. ’

i Detailed report on Page B }

[ S . ——

aspirations of the people of
Kashmir” inte a no-show. But by
centinuing to hold its breath till
it tarns bive, the Hurrivat runs
the risk of simply withering
away. This is possible despite
demands from Pakistan to make
the Hurriyat party to talks
between [ndia and Pakistan,
Bhat said: "Because the Gov-
ernment of India reluses to
recognise the core issue, which is
the dispensation of a permanent
settlement of J&K." According o
Bhat, Pant has come to “catch

tyg]ks x}gifh Pervez, not Pant
v o\

fish in a desert™.

The news that Pant today
called on Jammu & Kashmir
Demuocratio Frosidens Party
leader Shabir Shah at his house
for an “informal” meeting didn't
elicit any response from the Hur-
rivat chairman. Whilo most peo-
plein Itelhi are conatine the last
days of the Hurrivat, most peo-
ple in Srinagar (including those
sceprica] of the Hurrivat) are nor
counting on Pant’s exercise lead-
ing anvwhere.

This ountlook has been rein-
forced by the fuct that Pakistan
and India will now be addressing
the Kashmir prebling ane-to-one.
Even Pant has gone on recoerd
alarting that the (alks botween
Pakistan and India is separate
front that between the Kashmirt
people and himself.,

Therefore, te question: Wha
is he hove?

N il T e
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SRINAGAR, MAY 30. A fierce en

counter is on between four mil

itants holed up in a2 mosque and
security forces in a south Kash-
mir village. At least two security
persans, one of them an Army
soldier, have been kilied in the
encounter, which has been rag-

ing for the last 16 hours.

Reports reaching here said the
security forces had cordoned off
Kharwar village in Pulwama dis-
trict, around 65 km from here,
early today on receiving infor-
mation that some militants were
hiding there. The forces came
under heavy fire as soon as they
entered the village, and a soidier
and a surrendered militant, Ab-
dul Rashid alias Nasir — who was
working as a Special Police Offi-
cer -—, were killed on the spot.

The militants, reportedly affil-
fated to the Lashkar-e-Taiba,
then took shelter in the mosque.
The security forces, comprising
personnel from ] Rashtriva Ri-
fles, the Border Security Force
and the Special Operations
Group of the State police, later
tightened the cordon and asked
the militants to surrender. How-
ever, they refused and are still
hoted up in the mosque, from
where they continued firing at
the security forces.

The security forces are work-
ing on a strategy to force the mil-
itants out of the mosque without
disturhing its sanctity. Senior of-
ficers have rushed to the spot.

Militants holed ui: in mosque

By Shujaat Bukhari »’L)\ ‘g

¢ SECURITYMEN KILLED; ENCOUNTEH CONTINUES

Soldiers encircling the mosque from another direction. — AP

PTI reports:

Despite repeated warnings to
surrender, the militants contin-
ued firing for most part of the
day at the troops before calling a
halt int the evening, scurces said.

Security forces taking positions outside a mosque
in Kharwar, Pulwama district, on Wednesday. — FT)

The security forces made a vain
bid 1o persuade the militants to
surrender by sending a team of
lecal residents inside the mosgue
after the firing stopped.

The sources said wireless in-
tercepts between the holed-up
militants and their associates
outside revealed that the wmili-
tants included a senior com-
mander of the outfit,

The wireless intercepis also re-
vealed that one of the foreign
militants, said to be an Afghan
natignal, has either been killed
or injured in the exchange of fire.
However, it was yet to be con-
firmed.

Pak. Armyman surrenders

A Pakdstan Army Naik, Makar
Hussain of the 2 Sindh Regiment,
sutrendered before the Army in
Khour sector of Jammu with one
AK rifle, three magazines and
some Pakistani currency. Offi-
cials, however, did not say ho
he had entered India.




Jaswant statement h

By Shujaat Bukhari “q - \ /‘7

SRINAGAR MAY 29. The Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
crafic Freedom Party (JKDEFP) chief, Mr. Shabir
Shah, today conveyed to the Centre’s interlocutor on
Kashmir, Mr. K.C. Pant, that he was “upset and
hurt” over the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singl's statement that Jammu and Kashmir was an
integral part of India. However, the meeting was
cordial and both sides agreed that the process for
restoring peace in the State aud finding a solution to
the problem was a long ane.

After a 70-minute meeting at Mr. Shabhir Shah's
Rawalpora residence. he and Mr., Panl addressed a
joint press conlerence. Mr. Pant said the meefing
took place in a cordial atmosphere. “What his anx-
icties/concerns were, he explained and | have taken
note of them. We should realise that this is an old
problem and there are complexities.”

Though Mr, Shah was appreciative of the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee's initiative on Kashinir,
he was irked over Mr. jaswant Singh’s statement. "'l
am deeply hurt and upset over this,” he said adding

1"t should not have come at this time. [ have brought
“this to Mr. Punt’s notice.”” However, Mr. Pant main-
tained that *‘this is not news and should not surprise
vou.” This was the stand of the Government of India
and it had been decided by Parliament, said Mr.
Pant adding there was no room ler annoyance, e
further said “‘this is a statement of fact.” The Pakis-
tani High Commissioner had also been giving all
kinds of geateinents in Delhi. We are a democracy
and new’a dictatarship,” he said.

s me: Shabir

/\lﬂ’\ tth said he was not dismayed over Mr,
Pant’s lgtter in which he had said that Kashmir was
not a taw and order problem. "We have initiated a
process and will take it 1o its logicat conclusion.”

On his part, Mr. Pant said Mr. Shah had creared a
“window of opportunity and we rake the benefit by
extending if. We have to be preparcd/patient to un-
derstand cach other to build trust and go ahead to
see how things evolve as a solution.” On his de-
mands for creating a conducive atmosphere, Mr.
Shah said the hiwman rights angle was always impor-
tant. The securily forces should investigite the peo-
ple’s complaints and punish the guilty. Mr, Pant said
that dialogue was a process and not an end. "We
have to work together lor the wellfure and cause of
the people.”

Mr. Pant who arrived at Mr. Shah's residence in
the morning amid tight security, was accompanied
by his wife Mrs, Ha Pant. Mr. Shah received him at
the entrance and also saw him off. [n the mecting,
Mr. Shah was joined by his colleagues Moulana Ab-
dullah Tari and Mr. Saleem Geelani. Mr, Shah also
handed aver a two-page memoranduam to Mr. Pant
in which the conlidence building measures have
been discussed. Mr Shah is the only top separatist
leader whom Mr. Pant has se far met during his visit.
The Hurrivat Conference has already rejected the
talks offer. After an executive meeting of the arri-
yat, its chairman, Proll Ahdul Gasnd Bhat, said thar
nothing was gaing to come out of the talks unless the
Hurriyvat was involved. He was referring to the pro-
posed high-level suimmit between the Prime Minis-
ter, and Gen. Musharraf.
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By Shujaat Bukhari fg

SRINAGAR, May 29, The Hun ivat
Conference foday expressed its
desire to share the platfonm with
New Delhi and Islamabad for the
proposed talks and warned that if
the demand was not met, no per-
manent solution to the Kashmir
issuc could be found.

In an obvious reference tg the
Centre's  imterlocuror, Mr, K.C.
ant's visit, the conglomerate
termed it an attempt to make the
outfit frrelevant.

"We are seriously concerned
about the efforts which are being
made to make the forum irrele-
vant. This is done beczuse they
are seared of the emcrgence ol the
Hurrlyat as an cffeciive body,” a

Hurriyat's  spokesperson  said
here.
The Hurrivat convenced  an

Include us in talks, s

emergency meeting of t e. {\et«
utive o (]lb(‘ubb the inviration ex-
tended by the Prime Minisrer, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to DPakis-
tan's Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

The meeting was attended by
its chairman Prof. Abdul Gani,
Mr. Abdul Gani Lone. Mirwaiz
Omer Fareog, Moulvi Abbas An-
sarl, Mr. Bashir Ahmad Bhat,
Sheikh Abdwl Aziz and Qazi Aha-
dullah.

“Since talks at the highest level
are to take-off, we welcome the
move. ot both the heads are
stressed upon to include the Fur-
rivat in the talks 50 as 1o respect
the uspirations ot Kashmiris”, the
spokesperson added.

Ifit was not done, a long-lasting
and permanent solution of the
Kashmir issue could not be found.

ays

rriyat
“Thus, H?P-\'?" ;-115 of restaring

peace in the sib-continent and
establishment b friendly  ries
would  never  katerialise. We
would consider the non-inelision
of the Hurrivat, an imperialistic
approach and  this would  be
fought intrepidity.”

Eid on June 5

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. Meeladu! Nabi,
the  birthday  of Praphet Mo-
hammed, will be celebrated on
fune 5, a prominent Isfamic cleric
announced here today,

The moon of Rabi Ul Awwai
was sighted commionly on May 24
and the 12th Rabi ) Avwwal wili
falt on junc 5, the Shahi T of

the Fatehpuri Mosague, Mafti Ma-,

hammed Mukarram Ahmed, sg

in a statement. — P
i
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Pervez will harp on Kashmir

S
ABENCIES H \ {"f\(:\ [‘5 He, however, warned that

ISLAMABAD, dJune 29
(General Pervez Musharraf ha
said he will try to evolve a'
“time bound” framework to re-
golve the Kashmir isgue during
his summit with Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

The issue could even be re-

solved in “months” if the two .

countries are “sincere and epen
minded”, he said.

During his interactions with
foreign journalists and PoK
leaders vesterday, the Pakista-
ni President said he would be
flexible and have an open mind
in his meeting with Mr Vajpay-
ee next month.

there would be “ne progress if
the two sides stick to their sta-
ted positions too rigidly.”

‘Kashmir main issue’: Gen
Musharraf said rivalry over
Kashmir was the only signifi-
cant ohstacle to fiiendly ties be-

® Musharraf rules out :
early polls, page 9

tween the two nations.

“Other issues are minor irri-
tants ... If vou want to improve
relations, solving the core issue
of Kashimir is 2 must,” he said.
“If there is sincerity from both
the sides, the {Kashmir) dispute
can be resolved in less than a

—

year.” “I go with all sincerity
and I hope there is sincerity on
their part too,” he added.

After the meeting, Kashmiri af-
fairs minister, Mr Abbas Sarfraz
Khan, said all issues, including
Siachen, could also come up for
diseusgion during the summit.

“The President said he him-
self believes that there can’t be
any instant solution for all the
problems and that he is going
to India with an open mind and
with an effort to create a con-
ducive environment for future
talks,” Mr Khan said.

The minister added previously
there was no framework for the
talks, nor timetable for the reso-
lution of the Kashmir problem.
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‘PROBLEM CAN BE RESOLVED IN LESS THAN A YEAR'

Musharraf for ‘framework’
o resolve Kashmir dispute

By B. Muralidhar Reddy MQ/

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 29. For the {irst time since the
Indian Government invited the military ruler
and President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to visit
India for peace talks, the military government
has said the General would try to get a “frame-
wark” for resolving the Kashmir dispute ac-
cepred at the Agra summit with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The Kashmir Affairs Minister, Mr, Sarfraz
Khan, today quoted Gen. Musharraf as telling
representatives of political and religious
groups from the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
on Thursday, about his intention to look for a
“certain framework” to resolve the Kashmir
issue.

“"During my talks with the Prime Minister, |
would call for a certain framework for the res-
olution of the Kashmir problem. I would also
urge the Indian leadership that the dialogue
must continue under the framework,” Gen.
Musharraf was quoted as saying.

Mr. Khan's statement is significant and tal-
lies with the assessment given by the Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Enamul Haq, during a meeting
with a group of editors and columnists here a
few days age.

Mr. Haq said Pakistan would not insist on
Immediate resolution of the Kashmir problem
as a “'pre-requisite’”’ for normalisation of ties
with India as long as New Delhi was willing to
accept Kashmir as the centrality of the prob-
lem between the two countries and agree for a
mechanism for its resolution.

Pakistan did not expect the Kashmir issue to
be resolved in one meeting. Significantly, Gen.
Musharraf echoed the same sentiments in the
ings he has had in the last few
of the consultalmn process in the

of Kashmir giving the regions of Jammu and
Ladakh to India and PoK to Pakistan apart
irom holding a plebiscite in the Valley, Ac-
cording to the third option, India and Pakistan
should accept the Chenab River as a perma-
nent border under which India would get
some districts of Jammu and Ladakh while the
Valley, the PoK and two districts of Jammu
would go to Pakistan.

The paper said any of the options could be
selected at the summit and that the Foreign
Ministries and other institutions concerned
had completed the groundwork. The Foreign
Ministers of the two countries had also taken
the big powers into confidence regarding
these options during their recent visits. The
paper said the summit could prove to be the
beginning ¢f a major breakthrough.

UNI reports:

Meanwhile, Gen. Musharraf has said the

Kashmir dispute can be resolved in less than a

i year if both sides are *‘sincere and open mind-
Ban on Indlan ed.” Talking to Islamabad-based foreign
sugar to stay: Pak.

mediapersons on Thursday. he, however,
warned that his meeting with Mr. Vajpayee

KARACH), JUNE 29. Pakistan today said it Wwould become a farce if the dispute was

would continue a ban on the import of Indi-  sought to be sidetracked and got bogged down

an sugar, imposed in March this vear, and

the issue would not be discussed in the In-

on other issues.
“There must be an absolute, unequivocat”
dia-Pakistan summit scheduled for next
month,

acceptance of the fact that Kashmir is the is-

sue that has bedevilled our relations... we have

"We have banned the import of Indian  to resolve it. I would be really disappointed if

sugar...Jt will continue and we had already  we follow the hackneyed path of past bilateral

taken a decision on it,” the Commerce Min-  meetings that have bogged down on other is-
ister, Mr. Abdul Razzaq Daud, told press-

persens here.

sucs,” he said.
Brushing aside India’s concern on cross-
The Minister, however, refused to answer
a query on whether Pakistan would grant

order terrorism and whether he would rein
in the armed Islamic groups operating from
MEN (most favoured nation) status to India
during the summit. — Reuters

“The Presldent en, Musharraf) said he be-
lieves there cannotlpe any instant solurion for
all the problemns and that he is going to India
with an open mind and with an effort 1o create
a conducive atmosphere for future talks,”” Mr,
Khan said. He added that the representatives
of Kashmiri groups had denounced the sug-
gestion for the so-called “third option” envi-
saging an independent Kashmir.

Three options

In a related development, the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi daily, Jasarat, has reported that three pos-
sible options would be considered (o resolve
the Kashmir issue during the coming swmmit
meeting.

Quoting reliable sources, it said the first was
the conversion of Line of Control into interna-
tional border. The second suggested division

Pakistani soil, Gen. Musharraf insisted that
the Kashmir insurgency was mdlgenous
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J %L By Vinay Kumar
SRINAGAR, MAY 29. The Centre's interlocutor, Mr. K.C.
Pant, today continued his efforts of holding talks
witlh various groups and individuals in Kashmir,
adding a political component in the process,

If by taking an unusual step of driving down to the
residence of senior separatist leader, Mr, Shabir
Shah, in the morning for an infarmal meeling Mr.
Pant signalled flexibility in his approach, his meet-
ings with political parties on the other spectrum —
the National Conference, BIP, Congress, CPl and the
CPM — conveyed the feeling thal he was eager to
mould himself into a patient negotialor who was
ready to go through the long-drawn-out process.

Mr. Pant sought to make a distinction between the

" two processes of India-Pakistan bilateral tatks and

the simultanecus peace process initiated by the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayvee, in Jammu
and Kashmir. “The two processes are separate and
should not be confused. They can go on simultane-
ausly,” he said.

The Union Government'’s pointman on Kashmir,
who has so far failed to evoke any respunse from the
All-Party Hurrivat Conference (APHC), umbrella or-
ganisation of 23 militant outfits, agreed with the
Prime Minister’s suggestion of asking the Hurrivat
Conlerence to participate in the talks.

“The Prime Minister has given a very sound ad-
vice to the Hurrivat Conference. 1 know all Hlurriyat
leaders are mature people and they will act accord-
ingly,” Mr, Pant told reporters at a press conference

: this evening.

‘Useful insights from press’

Similarly, he had a word of praise for the Srinagar-
based senior journalists who met him. ““Though no
two editors will share the same opinion, they gave

! very usetul insights ot the present situation to me.

ant meets Shabir Shah, others
,((9/\ W

2\ L 7
PR
Mr. K.C.Pant and Mr. Shabir Shah at a press
meet in Srinagar on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar
Ahmed
They also gave suggestions about priority areas and
their analysis was very perceptive.”

Mr. Pant also met the pro-independence outfits
like the | anmu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLEF-
Amanullab) faction and the leaders of the Quami
Mushawarat Counci! (QMC). The two organisations
demanded reunification of the State and told him
that Kashmir should not remain a bone of conten-
tion between India and Pakistan and rather act as a
“'bridge of friendship.”

Among the political parties, the CPI{M) delega-
tion, led by Mr. Yusuf Tarigami, favoured efforts to
reduce the ievel of violence in the State and also a
broader space of dialogue by persuading the Hurri-
yat Confercnce and indigencus militant groups tyf
participate in the process of dialogue. The party al
wanted a number of confidence building meas
to be taken 10 promote peace in the troubled

Shabir Shah ‘upset’:

L #
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“KASHMIR IS CORE, BUT WE WILL DISCUSS OTHER ISSUES TOO’

Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 29. The Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, roday maintained that
the “root cause' of the tension
ztween India and Pakistan is the
nresolved Jammu and Kashmir
ispute, but declared his readin-
58 to discuss all other outstand-
1g  issues between the two

ountries during his propased
ummit meetng with the Prime

Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
pavee,

In his reply to the invitation ex-
tended to him by the Prime Min-
ister to visit New Delhi for peace
talks, Gen. Musharraf said that
while he was looking forward to
“sincere and candid discussions
for a solution to the Kashmir issue
in accordance with the wishes of

g P
the Kashmiri “pecple™ he was
willing to discuss all other out-
standing issues.

The position raken by Gen.
Musharrat is a modification of the
earlier stance of his Covernment
that any talks with New Delhi
wopuld have to be Kashmir-cen-
tred. Of course, he has often reit-
crated that the dispute was the
source of all problems. However,
the willingness of Gen. Musharraf
to be flexible is evident from the
interview he has given (o the BBC.

The rest of the four-para letier
reciprocates the warmth demon-
straled by Mr. Vajpavee in his in-
vitation. In  response 1o the
sentimenis  expressed by the
Prime Minister that India wishes
o see a stable, secure and pros-
perous Pakistan, Gen. Musharraf
said, “We wish to see a stable and
prosperous India al peace with its
neighbours.”

The very fact that Gen. Mushar-
raf refrained from making any ref-
crence to the contentious issues
raised by the Foreign Ministers of
Pakistan and India respectively in
their separate press conferences
in the last two days is indication
that the Genera: would like to fa-
cilitate 4 conducive atmosphere
before the surimit.

There was considerable anxiety
both in Istamabad and New Dethi
after the Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Abdul Sattar, raised the
issue of the United Nations reso-
lutions on a plebiscite in Kashmir
at his news conference in Pesha-
war on Sunday. The Fxternal Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,

cepts talks offer

followed suit in New Deih/izrjtlffi g( ceptance of the Prime Minister,

out a plebiscite and declaring thit
the whole of Jammu and Kashnjir
was an “integral part of India’™

Gen. Musharral avoided the
temptation ol responding 1o such
provocation. This is evident from
the fact that the dratt of the letter
to Mr. Vajpayee was lying with
him for the lasi three days, and
yet he chose not to make any

Mr. A.B. Vajpayee’s invitation for
talks by Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

“We are glad that the Chief Fx-
ecutive of Pakistan has very kind-
Wy accepted the Prime Minister's
invilalion to him to visit India,” a
spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Atfairs said. The dates for
ihe visit will be finalised through |
diplomatic channels, he added.

amends in the wake of the rheto-
ric from both sides.

India happy
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHS, MAY 29. India roday re-
acted positively to the formal ac-

The letter confirming Gen.
Musharral's visit was formally
handed over today to the Fareign
Secretary, Ms. Chokila Iver, by the
Pakistani 1igh Commissioner,
Mr. Ashiraf [ehangir Qazi.

Text of letter: Page 13

‘Any day from end June’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 28, Pakistan is proposing any time between the third
week of June to first week of July for Gen. Pervez Musharraf's visit
to New Delhi. In an interview to the BBC, he said, "'l am available
as s00n as we arrive at a mutually convenient date, We are
proposing June 20, 25, end of June or early July as possible dates.
We have to arrive at a coordinated date.”

A senior Government official had indicated last week that Gen.
Musharraf would have no problem in visiting New Defhi any time
after the third week of june. The official was commenting on
media speculation about the possibility of the meeting in the first
week of July. The General has no engagements abroad in fune. He
is expected 1o be busy with.the budget for 2001-2002, due in the 7

third/fourth week of ] i
oking forward to visiting his old home in
arraf said, “1 would like to if I get an opportunity.
It is not a_pfimary issue, but if I get an opportunity I would like to
e it.” He said be did not bave many memories of his stay
i, where he was born, since he was too small., /
. &




“Pervez

Islamabad Q\
27 JUNE v '

STAN PRESIDENT
PPervez Musharraf has said
that he will meet Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee with an “open mind,”
but warmned that he will “forceful-

ly” take up the Kashmir issue.

On Wednesday, newspapers
quoted General Musharraf as
telling editors and senior journal-
ists here that he will take the ini-
tiative in discussing all the major
issues with India, induding
Kashmir.

General Musharraf said he
sensed that India was keen to
resolve the dispute over Kashmir,
which has caused three of the four
major conflicts between the two
countries.

He added that he was opti-
mistic about a breakthrough. *1
will forcefully take up the issue of
Kashmir” with Mr Vajpayee, he
was quoted as saying.

But he cantioned against plac-
ing too much hope on the visit as
the commplexities of the problem
and the mistrust of half a century
cannot be removed overnight.

Meanwhile, a senior diplomat
has warped that General
Musharraf may walk out of the
July summit at Agra if India
refused to discuss Kashrmnir.

Although Pakistan said Gen
Musharraf will show flexibility.
there was no apparent change in
Islamnabad’s “firm stand on the
Kashmir issue,” the diplomat said.
“Both the countries are not ready
to give up their rigid stands on the
issue. No solution is possible if
they continue with this.” — [ANS

Hﬁrrlyat date with
Musharraf unlikely

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 JUNE

E IS unlikely that Pakistan president Pervez Musharraf will indlude
a

meeting with the Hurriyat leaders in his itinerary when he visits

ere next month. According to sources, high commission represen-
tatives have conveyed to the Pakistan government India’s unwilling-
ness to let them meet General Musharraf.

Although the Pakistan government have been insistent on the
Hurriyat's visit to Pakistan, India has been reluctant 1o oblige. India has
serious reservations about giving a passport to the hardline Jamaat
leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani to visit Pakistan, Besides, in India’s
assessment the Hurriyat is a political grouping without sufticient polit-
ical base, and their travelling to Pakistan would serve to give this pri-
marily pro Pakistan conglomerate undeserved legitimacy.

There have been poises from Pakistan that General Musharraf
should meet the Hurriyat leaders in Dethi, even if informally. Hurriyat
leaders said that their visit would help to “strengthen” India's peace ini-
tiative, because they would use the opportunity to “talk” to the mili-
tant leaders. Its an argument India is unwilling 10 buy.

According to Indian government sources, Pakistan has been *made
aware” of Indian displeasure on this score. Questioned about it, the
MEA spokesperson sald: “Our views on this subject are well-known.”
The foreign minister, Jaswant Singh had categorised the Hurriyat
meeting with Pakistan government as a “non- issue”.

However, individual Hurriyat leaders have travelled to other coun-
tries including Pakistan. At present, another Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq is attending the OIC meeting in Mali where he's report-
ed to have had a two-hour long conversation with the Pakistan foreign
minister Abdul Sattar.

Another leader Sheikh Abdul Aziz was permitted to travel to
Islamabad in the third week of April for his brother’s wedding. He held
numerous meetings with Pakistan government representatives though
news footage showing him kissing the ground as he alighted from the
aircraft did nothing to enhance his credibility here. Known as a close
associate of Ali Shah Geelani he was also nominated part of the group
that was to travel to Pakistan.

PR
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to f cefu]ly take up J&K issue

No meeting
with Hurriyat,
India tells Pak

K.J.M. Varma
ISLAMABAD 27 JUNE

IA HAS officially informed -

Pakistan that it is not willing to

permit Hurriyat leaders 1o meet |

President Pervez Musbharraf dur-

ing his forthcoming visit to lndia.

Tite Indian reservations on the -
Hurriyat leaders’ efforts to politi- -

cally resurrect themselves by .

meeting General Musharraf at ..

New Dethi has been conveved at .

the highest level in Islamabad dur-
ing mutual consultations between
the officials of the rwo countries to

prepare ground weork for ihe

forthcoming  summit  berween

General Musharraf and Prime .

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
offidial sources said here.

The Indian stand to keep the

Hurriyat leaders out of the broad
parameters of the crucial sumimit

assumed significance in light of .

Tuesday’s

try his best to meet them during
his stay in India.

assertion by the ..
Pakistani President that he would -

Obviously, keeping the Indian .

reservations in mind, General
Musharral, during his interaction

with senior editors of Pakistani .-

newspapers, said while he contin-
ued to make efforts 1o meet the

Hurriyat leaders, it however, was

not his endeavour to go for a con-
frontation with Indian leaders on
the issue. —

gt
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_Resolving Kashmir

g

minister Atal Behari Vijpayee
and president Pervez Musharraf
may not fulfil all the high hopés the
people of Kashmir have begun to
attach with it. But many probabili-
ties could be explored and an initia-
tive made with sincerity and bold-
ness could create a conducive at-
mosphere for the resolution of all
disputes, including the core issue
of Kashmir.

The dispute over Kashmir is full
of complications, the most disturb-
ing being the rigid postures adopt-
ed by both New Delhi and Islam-
abad. As secretary-general Kofi
Annan has asserted, the United
Nations resolutions adopted on
Kashmir over 50 years ago cannot
be implemented due to the
changed circumstances in this re-
gion. But Pakistan still claims that
mplementation of these resolu-
tions is the best way to solve the
problem, which would also ensure
the people of Jammu and Kashmir
theit right of self-determination.

Of late, some fundamentalist or-
ganjsations have taken full control
of Pakistan-based militancy in
Kashmir. These outfits believe
there is no way to resolve the Kash-
mir tangle except for continuing
with the jehad, which only uses hu-
man beings as cannen fodder but
does not guarantee any positive
outcome. Three armed conflicts
which took place between India
and Pakistan are a testimony to the
fact that guns provoke confronta-
tion, not conciliation.

There are also forces active in
Pakistan which propagate that
Kashmir should necessarily be-
come a part of Pakistan. According
to them, this would complete the
“unfinished agenda” of Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah, who had once de-
scribed Kashmir as “the jugular
vein of Pakistan™.

India is treading on the same
path of no return, New Delhi has
not budged an inch from its much-
repeated claim that the entire Jam-
mu and Kashmir state as it existed
on August 14,1947, which inciudes
Pakistan-controlled Azad Kashmir
and the northern areas of Gilgit
and Baltistan, is an integral part of
the Indian Union. The claim about
areas across the borders could not
be turned into a reality by any Indi-
an government during the last 54
years. On the contrary, the bitter
fact is that India has virtually con-
ceded Azad Kashmir and the
northern areas to Pakistan.

There is an increasingly strident
demand from some sections in In-
dia to scrap Article 370 of the Con-
stitution. This group favours com-

By GHULAM NABI KHAYAL

plete merger of Jammu and Kash-
mir into the Indian Union and re-
habilitation of non-Muslims in the
border areas of Kashmir Valley,
turning this Muslim-majority state
into as good a Hindu area as any
other Indian state. Cries for declar-
ing war against Pakistan and recap-
turing Azad Kashmir by force are
also heard from these quarters
from time to time.

The people of Kashmir, whose
sentiments are by and large repre-
sented by the All Party Hurriyat
Conference — at least in the real
trouble spot, the Kashmir Valley —
are caught in a dilemma while more
than 50,000 of their brethren have
already lost their lives during the
last one decade. Obviously, they
crave peace and restoration of nor-
malcy more than anyone else.

The communal, parochial and
{undamentalist [orces aggressively
active in both India and Pakistan
have never thought of analysing the

IN BRIEF

» Noone craves a return to
normalcy more than
Kashmiris

+ |ndia, Pakistan should initiate
confidenge-building
measures

¢ The Jhelum Valley road

should be opened to traffic
from both sides

emotions and sentiments of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir,
who basically want a peaceful polit-
ical future guaranteeing a stable
ecopomic life,

As far as his personal wishes can
be analysed, president Pervez
Musharraf has been demonstrating
a clear desire to resolve disputes
between India and Pakistan, which,
of course, may not prove a difficult
task. But both the parties will have
to address and seek a viable solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem in the
larger interest of the whole sub-
continent. Otherwise. both Mr Vaj-
pavee and general Musharraf will
have to accept that they failed to
accomplish their task.

General Musharraf has all the
opportunities now at his disposal. It
remains to be seen to what extent
he is capable of containing funda-
mentalist forces in his own country,
which are opposed to parleys on
Kashmir. It is also up to the general
to convince these forces that any
solution which may not be accept-
able or prove helpful to the Kash-
miris cannot be thrust upon them

o It’s about People, not Territory
S

either by India or by Pakistan.

Of course, it’s unrealistic to ex-
pect a 54-year-old problem to be
solved in three days. Alter all, both
the Vajpayee government and the
Musharraf regime are under pres-
sure from certain quarters that de-
sire a continued strained relation-
ship between New Delhi and Islam-
abad. Tension between the two
countries provides these quarters
with a readily available platform
for the dissemination of their
heinous policies and programmes
of hatred and fundamentalism in
the name of religion. It will be a
colossal task to overcome these evil
forces. Still, even if the summit does
not achieve much, some headway
could definitely be made by taking
up confidence-building measures
on a priority basis.

To begin with, all parties should
agree to put a halt to armed mili-
tancy in Kashmir, provided the
huge deployment of the army and
paramilitary forces is confined to
the borders and vital installations
in Jammu and Kashmir. The irritat-
ing show of force all over the
valley should be reduced to a
minimum, in  accordance with
security requirements.

All the detained persons who are
languishing in various jails withow
legal trial should be released. Once
freed, a watch can be kept upor
their activities. Kashmiri vouth:
who had gone across the border t¢
receive training in arms should be
approached, and those eager to re
turn should be provided safe pas
sage and freedom.

Finally, the Jhelum Valley (JV
highway, which connected Srinagai
with Rawalpindi and even Sialkot
and Jammu in pre-partition days
should be thrown open to people
from both sides of the border, Nat-
urally, a strict vigil will have to be
kept on unwanted elements sneak-
ing into each other’s side illegally.
This job could be assigned to the
Border Security Force and the Pak-
istani Rangers respectively.

The painful partition of the sub-
continent ripped apart scores of
Kashmiri families. The reopening of
the J V Road could help them re-

unite, This physical interaction.

could prove a vital factor in a last-
ing settlement of the Kashmir dis-
pute. The artificial barriers created
by the authorities have suppressed
the natural urge of these people to
meet and understand each other in
a proper perspective, with an on-
spot assessment of many dimen-
sions of the standard of their politi-
cal,social and economic life.

(The author is a Sahitva Akademni
award recipient, based in Srz’nagar)/,
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- (()}/IAE%Qafter prime minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpavee and

president Pervez Musharrat had re-
solved 1o “tone down the rhetoric™
ahead of the Apra summit, Pakistan
was back in rhetoric mode. In a
slatement, the povernment said,
*“Jammu and Kashmir is a disputed
tetritory where people are waging a
struggle for their right to sclf-deter-
mination”, and that as an upholder
of human rights, Pakistan is morally
obligated to support the Kashmiri
demand that a plebiscite should
decide F&K's future.

It's immaterial whether or not
Pakistan's support for thc Kashmini
cause is out of genuine concern for
hunian rights. The world over, there
are 140 minority groups wanting se-
cession. And yet, the fact  is
that claims for secession from
representative democracies are not
considered by the international
COMIMUIILY.

To understand why this is se and
to place the Kashmiri demand for
secession in its proper perspective,
lwo questions need to be asked.

First, what does ‘self-determina-
tion’ mean in international law? Sec-
ond, does the principle of self-deter-
mination grant an affirmative right
to secessionist groups, like in Kash-
mir, or is it — as Clyde Eagleton says
in Excesses of Self-determination —
merely a case of “a noble word
being abused™.

Though the term ‘self-determina-
tion’ was first used by Woodrow Wil-
son, it formally appeared on the in-
lernational legal landscape in the
United Nations Charter in 1945,
That too only because it was sup-
ported by nation-states undcr colo-
nial rule and foreign occupation.

According to Frederic L Kirgis Jr,
for two decades thereafter, most
states in the LIN General Assembty
believed that the right to self-deter-
mination applied only to people un-
der colonial domination by foreign-
ers, However, in the 1970s. the inter-
national community expanded the
concept beyond this externaf or anti-
colonial concept of self-determina-
tion. In its Declaration on Principles
of International Law Regarding
Friendly Relations, the UN General
Assembly said, “Emergence into
any political status freely deter-
mined by a people constitutes a
mode of implementing the right of
self-determination.”

However, the UN added the
caveat: "“This shall not be construed
as authorising any action which
could dismember or impair, tolally
or in part, the territorial integrity of
sovereign states conducting them-
selves in compliance with the princi-
ple of equat rights and self-determi-
nation of peoples and thus possessed
of a government representing the
whole people belonging to the

By RAHUL SHIVSHANKAR

territory  without distinction of
any kind.”

The two declarations clearly es-
tablish that while the international
community recognises claims of
right to external self-determination,
it isn’l likely to consider demands
lor secession or inrernal self-deter-
rmnation, when made by indigenous
groups  against  “representative”
demacracies, as such demands are
destabilising. Also, to recognise such
claims would be to uphold a “theory
incompatible with the very idea of
the state as a territorial and political
unity.”” An idea on which the present
international world order is based.

Scholars aiso differ on the scope
of the right to jnternal self-determi-
nation. Catherine J lorns says in Irn-
digenous People and Self-determing-
tior: Challenging State Sovereignty,
“The right to internal setf-determi-
nation is merely the right of indige-
nous people to have a representative
democralic  government  chosen

® (laims for secession from
representative democracies
are not considered by the
international community

® The right to intermal self-
determination is merely the
right to choose & representative
government

® The Kashmiri pecple are being
misled by vested interests

through a legitimale political
process. Those in favour of the prin-
ciple point out that minorities must
possess some characteristics i order
to quatify for the right 1o secede.

Let’s consider each of these char-
acteristics and determine whether
they apply to the Kashmiri cause.

First. indigenous groups must
prove that there exists a pattern of
systematic discrimination or ex-
ploitation against them by either a
non-representative government or a
foreign power.

Clearly this docsn't apply 1o the
Kashmiri case. To begin with, India ts
not a foreign power in Kashmir. The
state’s accession has never been
doubted internationally. In fact. by
accepting India’s complaint against
Pakistan in 1948 and by implement-
ing the first part ol the Security
Council resolutions, the UN indi-
rectly recognised the accession. Be-
sides, far from being exploited, the
rights of the Kashmiri people have
been secured through Article 370 of
the Indian Constitution which
accords a special political status to
the state.

Second, groups must prove that
they are a distinct, self-defined
community or society within a state,

4 Kashmir & Secession
A Right Not Recognised By Law

compactly inhabiting a region, which
overwhelmingly  supports  sepa-
ratism. J& K docs not consist of one
peopie, there arc threc major rebi-
gions and at least four major linguis-
tic proups. The state is not even a
unit gecographically, it was an ag-
glomeration of territories brought
under the political powcer of one Ma-
haraja™ (Sisir Gupta). Though no
plebiscite has been held, elections in
the state — and not all of them have
been rigged — show that there are
some sections in the state that sup-
port secession and there are others
that don't.

On Pakistan’s and the All Party
Hurriyat Confercance’s plebiscite de-
mand, United Nations Committee
on India and Pakistan (UNCIP)
members Sir Owen Dixon and Josef
Korbel have said, “the mere techni-
cality of holding a plebiscite seemed
bevond the scope of reality.” And on
whether 4 plebiscite offered a solu-
tion (o the Kashmur problem, the
UNCIP representatives said that
they were discouraged by “experi-
ences in Europe with plebiscites
which turned into mere instruments
of  propaganda, pressure  and
falstfication.”

Third, secessionist groups must es-
Ltablish that there exists a realistic
prospect of conflict resolution and
peace within and between the new
[and] old state as a result of the en-
visaged secession and lastly the
group must prove that the central
government rejected all compro-
mise solutions.

The Kashmiris don't possess these
two characleristics either. In fact,
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
leader Sardar Ibrahim Khan said,
“From August 13 to October 22,
1947 our state was independent
and the result was that we were in-
vaded by Pakistan. What is the guar-
antee that we may not be victims of
a similar aggression in the future?
Bestdes the situation of the state is
such 1hat powers are bound to covet
bases on Hs lerritory. For this reason
the slate cannot maintain its
independence.”

As [or the last condition, the Indi-
an government has made many at-
tempts  to compromise  with
secessionist  leaders. The  Delhi
apreement. the cease-fire initiative
and the recent appointment of an in-
leriocutor, K ¢ Pant to tatk with
leaders in Kashmir, bear lestimony
tor this.

Clearly these requirements weak-
en the Kashmirt demand for inrernal
self-determination. The trouble is
that as long as vested interests keep
mislcading the Kashmiri people, as a
scholar noted, they “will continue to
put their lives on the line, hoping
that those noble words of self-deter-
mination amount o much more
than political rhetorie.™ -



Counter-insurgents
not afraid of Pakistan,
but fear J&K Govt

Wy
BARELY A WEEK after
counter-insurgency leader was
cunned down in Kashmir, Kuka
Parrey, the pioneer of the move-
ment, today lashed out at the
Central and State Governments
for “ignoring and weakening
those fighting for the nation”
and warned if this situation
continued, things may get
“very bad” in the State.

“The Centre took the heip of
counter-insurgents and then
simply disposed them off,” said
Parrey, leader of J and K
Awami League Party and
patron of Ikhwan counter-
insurgent group.

The MLA charged that New
Delhi had always pursued such
policies and this was the main
reason for the eurrent problent
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Referring to the killing of
Muslim Mujahideen chief Ghu-
fam Nabi Azad, he feared rhat
“all those nationalist forces
who helped improve the situa-
tion till 1997 may meet the same
tate.” He warned the two Gov-
ernments that if their “policy
of ignoring the nationalist ele-
ments contintes, they may be
forced to venture on the wrong
path, We are not afraid of Pak-
istan but fear that the Jaminu
ind Kashmir Government may
zet us killed,” said Parrey, who
itarted the coanter-insurgency
novement in Kashmir in 1994
w launching Tkhwan-ul Mus-

imoaon.

New Delhi, June 24

/ xg He said thousands of mili-

tants had surrendered and
taken up guns against Pakistan
over the past several vears.
“However, the surrenders
have stopped in view of the
treatment meted out to the
counter-insurgents,” he added.
As the nationalist elements
are being ighored. foreign mifi-

- tants are gaining an upper

hand and the situation is get-
ting worse, Parrey said, adding
"1t is better that the Govern-
ment realises this before it gets
too late.™

He alleged that many in the
Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration, both political and
bureaucratic, were helping mil-
itants and Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah “knows about
it”. Regretting that no correc-
tive step had been taken in this
regard, he said: “I don’t know
what is the weakness of Faroogq
Abdullah.” Parrey, whose origi-
nal name is Jamshed Shirazi,
said because of an ISI plan and
“role played by politicians” in
the State, the counter-insur-
gents had been split into small-
er groups. He stressed that in
view of the attitude of the two
Governments all surrendered
militants needed to reunite “for
their own safety”.

On the recently withdrawn
six-month-long ceasefire in the
State, he said though people had
been happy during ceasefire, its
withdrawal had been necessi-
tated as militants had used it to
regroupand dumparms. PTI
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{Continued from page 1)

participated in the

OIC .

/lqlrwalz

summit in Doha. Mr Farooq '

met (General

Pervez
Musharraf on the sidelines of

the summit. Significantly, the -
Hurriyat leader had then!

claimed  that

solution,” he had said -after
the meeting with Gen
Musharraf.
‘More Kashmiris favour in-
i dependence’: More people in
Jammu and Kashmir prefer to.
stay with India than a merger
with Pakistan but the wish to
he independent beats both. At
least this is what a study
carried out by a foreign dele-
gation in the state including
PoK and north aress claims, a
report from Srinagar adds.
The Centre and the state
government has, from time to
time, ruled out holding of a
referendum in the state. The
- study, conducted by Belgian
Association for Scolidarity
with Jammu & Kashmir,
from 18 June to 13 July last
year, claimed 38.25 per cent
population pelled favoured in-
dependence against only
24.35 per cent who want mer-
ger of Kashmir with Pakistan,
Around 37.40 per cent would
like to remain in the Indian
union.
Kashmir violence: One per-
son was killed and seven

Pakistan's .
osition on the Kashmir issue !
ad “changed”. “Islamabad
was ready to give up its,
ingistence on UN resolutions
- which included a plebiscite
I — in favour of a negotiated

injured in fresh vilence in

Jammu and Kashmir while
Special Operation Group of

the state police arrested five |

Hizbul Mujahideen militants
since last evening. Munir .
Abhrmrad Lone was killed in a:
mine explosion ai warsun in '
last

Kupwara district
evening, an official.said. The
Special Operations
{Badgam) arrested five Hizhul

Mujzhideen from different .

areas in the state. /f

Group:

to attend
OIC -
meeting
marn SV U]

NEW DELHI, June 24{, - The
Centre has allowed former All
Party Hurriyat Conference
chairman, Mirwaiz Omar Far-
ooq, to attend a Organisation
of Islamic Conference meeting
at Mali from tomorrow. The
APHC enjoys an observatory
gtatus in the QIC, ~

Mr Faroog left for Bamako,
Mali's capital, teday to partici-
pate in the OIC foreign minis-
ters’ meeting. The five-day
meeting will discuss Kashmir,
Afghanistan, Palestine and'oth-
er issues being faced by the Is-
lamic world, APHC spokesman,
Mr Abdul Majid Banday, said.

Mr Farcoq will meet Pakista-
ni foreign minister, Mr Abdul
Sattar, and ministers of other
Islamic' eountries and brief -
themn about the conglomerate’s
stand on the Indo-Pak summit.

Before leaving for Bamako,
Mr Farcoq said the*dialogue
between -India and Pakistan
was a positive step towards
finding a lasting solution to the
Kashmir issue. He hoped the
APHC would be included in the
talks. The amalgam would
make serious efforts to bridge
the gap between the two coun-
tries, he said,

“The conglomerate has no ob-
jections if the two countries
start the process of resolving
the issue hilaterally with genu-
ineness and sincerity,” Mr Far-
oog said. But at a certain
stage, the people of Kashmir

- will have to be inctuded in the

process.

In November last year , Mr

Farooq and senior Hurriyat
der, Moulvi Abbas Ansari

¥ See OIC, page 8
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ﬂ -/\ turn
on road to

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: In what is being seen as a sig-
nificant development in Kashmir politics,
the All-Parties Hurriyat Conference
{(APHC) has sought a meeting with Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayce to help him
“translate” his proposed peace talks with
Pakistan’s President Pervez Musharraf into
a “purposeful political exercise”.

puts Hurriyat

orning.

The APHC's letter states, “Let there be no
misgivings about it. Your Excellency, sensitivi-
ties notwithstanding, we will have to demon-
strate a deeper sensc of responsibility and a
higher degree of understanding in dealing
with the situation which has unmistakably
assumed alarming proportions.”

Pointing out the reason for the APHC's

In a letter to Mr

*Musharraf will serve

decision lo write to
Mr Vajpayee seeking

paTe, b G a meeling, especiaily
hairman Abdul Gani | - . y | a mectng, :

]CB;;?nansaidu ta}ﬂ; 'O_Ut ﬁVﬂ*Yeﬂl'iemll‘e when it had spurned
Hurrivat  executive | ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan government | all advances for a dia-
council had unani. |bas’ indicated that General Pervez]logue from New
mously decided to | Mushartaf will remain Presideat for a peri-| Delbi. Mr Bhat said,
help consolidate the | 0d of five years even as his controversial “The APHC fecls
peace process in | takeover has been challenged in two high summoned to
Kashmir. The letter | tolrts on constitutional grounds. acknowledge  with
was made public after | *“The tenure is well-defined for the office | appreciation the

Mr Bhat, accompa-
nied by  sentor
Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, met
Pakistani high com-
missioner Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi in New
Delhi on Friday

-of -president. It is very clear,” Gen
Musharraf’s press secretary Majoi General
Rashid Qureshi was quoted by The News
4s saying. on Friday, Maj Gen Qureshi’s
statement ‘cdearly indicated that Gen
Musharraf was thinking of completing a
five-year tenure as president, and not mere-
ly completing the remaining term of ousted
president Ratiq Tarar, the paper said. »m

statesmanship of Your
Excellency and the
President of Pakistan,
Gen Pervez
Musharraf, to have
agreed to initiatc a

dialogue with serious-
ness and courage.dt
the summit levglk

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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There is no'escaping
Kashmlr Hurriyat

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, June 20

THE ALL-PARTY Hurrivat Con
ference has described the Prime
Minister’s statement that Kash-
mir was integral part of India
and that he would discuss Pak-
istaproccupied Kashmir with
General Musharaf as mere “play
on words™.

“Whether that or this part of
Kashmir, the hard fact is that
Kashmir will be the agenda of
the Vajpayee-Musharrafl talks”
Prof Abdul Gant Bhatt, APHC
chairman, told the Hindustan
Times.

Bhatt said neither Vajpavee
nor Musharraf could ¢lose eves
on Kashmir. “Notwithstanding
their statement, they are falking
on Kashmir and that’s the bot-
tom-line,” he said.

He said India had a long-stand-
ing position on Kashmir and it
was unrealistic to expect a major
departure so soon. Such state-
ments before the summit were
guite expected.

“These are mere words. Reali-
ty is something different,” the
APHC chief said.

He said Kashrnir was eating up
their (Irdia’s) vital resources
and the Indian leadership could
not sieep over it for ton long.
Gani said the realisation seemed
1o have dawned on Indian leader-
ship, and Vajpayee was on record
to have said; “We shall have to go
beyond the beaten track.”

WILLIT BE LOVE 8A LUNATY? |

A CHOICE between love or a tunatic

asyfuny: that's what the Hurrivat

| Conferenca chaivman had to say
ahout the choice of venue for the

Indo-Pak summit.

“Well, they have a choice. Either
they stick to the 16th century mes-
sage of peace of epitome of love, the
Taj Mahai, or the lunatic asylum
which is in its vicinity,” Abdut
| Giani Bhat said in New Delhi on
| Wednesday.

3 Bhat, however, feels that the two
i leaders would be encouraged by the
beauty of history in the city.

They might even “promise vet
another Taj Mahal to the people of
entite
subcontinent by burying their differ-
ences and making concerted efforts
in resoiving the Kashmir issue by
involving its people”, he feit.

“The two leaders have the capac-
ity to rise 1o the occasion,” he said.

PTi, New Dathl

|
|
|
|
i
L

“Starements or no statements,
they have o talk, and they have
to be guided by the under-cur-
rents of history rather than
brinkmanship,” said Bhatt.

However, Shabir Shah, chief of
Democratic Freedom Party,
described Vajpayee’s statement
as “unfortunate”. He said it was
quite disgusting that the Centre

was trumpeting on talks on one
hand. and on the other, it was
expressive of intransigence,

He said such statements could
never be helpful in finding solu-
tion to the issue of Kashmir
Shah hoped that New Delhi
would see reason and shun its
rigidity on Kashmir.

The Indo-Pak summit. he
said, could prove the beginning
of a new era of peace and
prosperity in the Subcontinent
if pursued sincerely and
earnestly

The Prime Minister vesterday
said that Kashmir is an integral
part of India and a “closed topic”
at the summit talks with
Musharraf.

“The one-third part of Kash-
mir which is in Pakistan” wili be
discussed. “We will try and find
solutions for that and othey relat-
ed questions,” Vajpayvee told
reporters at Mumbal’s Breach
Candy Hospital.

The Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter, Abdul Sattar, on the other
hand, “hoped” the talks would
address the “core issue of Kash-
mir, which is the root cause of
tension between India and Pak-
istan.”

But he added; “More than once
in South Asia, bilateral under-
standings were problematic.”

Indirectly seeking US media-
tion, Sattar said that the woprld

relations between i
and withina jtate.
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There

The Times of India News Service
MUMBAL The forthcoming round
of talks between India and Pakistan
would be held on the premise that
Kashmir is an “integral part” of
India, said Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpavee at a press confer-
ence held here on Tuesday.

Mr Vajpayee said there was “no
reason why any issue concerning
Kashmir should be raised™ at the
meeting, schedwed for mid-July,
between him and Pakistan’s chief

be no tadks on Kashmir,

\?a}payee answered duiStions rang-
ing from the forthcqming talks to
Pakistan’s reduced defence expen-
diture to the violence in Manipur.
About Pakistan slashing its
defence budget by Rs 2 billion, Mr
Vajpayee observed that there did
not appear to be any connection
between this cut and the forthcom-
ing round of talks. However, both
countries could discuss their sub-
stantial expenditure on defence
equipment and forces and consider

executive Gen.
Perve z
Musharraf.

Asked to clari-
fy India’s stand
vis-a-vis the
strife-torn  state
where Pakistan-
sponsored terror-
ism has resuited
in heavy loss of
life and property,
Mr Vajpayee cat-
egorically said,
“Our stand is
clear and con-
stant. Kashmir is

Musharraf visit
begins July 14

NEW DELHI: Pakistan’s mili-

tary chief Pervez Musharraf will

visit India for three days from
July 14 and his summit meeting
with Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee will be held in Agra,
Apnouncing the schedule for
the summit, an exiernal affairs
ministry spokesman said, “Gen
Pervez Musharraf and Begum
Musharraf will visit India from
July 14 10 16. Their stay in India
will include a ceremonial wel-

whether a por-
tion of the same

-could be divert-

ed towards
developmental
activities.
Touching upon
the riots in
Manipur, Mr
Vajpavee
appealed to the
people of the
state to maintain
peace. He ruled
out any change
in the borders of
either Manipur

an integral part
of India. What we
will discuss is the

come in Delhi, a retreat in Agra,
where discussions will be held,
and a visit to Ajmer Sharif” er

or any other

one-third portion
of Kashmir occupied by Pakistan
{PoK). “1 shall hold an all-party
meeting to review our relations
. with Pakistan and to discuss the
path to be adopted hereafter,” Mr
Vajpavee said, adding that “any
suggestion will be welcome.”
At the press conference held at
Breach Candy Hospital just before
his departure for New Delhi, Mr

—

state in  the
north-east in
light of the

extension of the Naga ceasefire to
other Naga-dominated areas of the
region. He felt that theviclence had
been triggered by “misgivings™.
Incidentally, attempts made by a
section of the press to raise the con-
troversial Enron issue were ignored
by the Prime Minister, who had just
12 days ago stated that the Centre

was hopeful of a positive out¢ome,
b

POSTER BOYS

says PM

Santash E!an

ﬂutsule Breach
‘on Tuesday aft¢rnoon

MAWG?ARRICADES Holdmg placards 0f Atal Beharl Vajpayee, school children gather

Hospital in Mumbai to bid farewell to the Prime Minist 7! who left for New Delhi
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4 peaceyue sotution of the Kashmar crisis will rob Islamabad of s fawourite obsession

False hopes

By MAROOF RazA
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AVING BEEN taken by surprise by

Atal Bihari Vajpayee's invitation to

General Pervez Musharraf for
talks, Pakistan’s establishment has
respended by painting itself into the
corner over the Kashmir issue. Sadly
enough, Pakistan has never guite risen
ahave its obsession with Kashmir.
Witness the Musharraf interview on
PTV last Friday.

By the kind of factionalism that exists
across Pakistan’s Islamic groups today, it
is clear to any nbserver that Islam doesn't
hold Pakistan together any more, but
anti-Indianism does. Its ohsession with
Kashmir is Pakistan’s best bonding adhe-
sive. Therefore, New Delhi must learn to
itve with a Pakistan that will be hostile to
India, because any talks without Kash-
mir is meaningless for Islamabad.

Pakistan’s High Commissioner to
India, Jehangir Qazi, was also echoing
this sentiment in his recent statements
to the media. It is about time that South
Block should remind Pakistan that
the UN resoclution on Kashmir was bind-
ing both on India and Pakistan. But
by repeatedly parroting the assertion
that India must hold a plebiscite on
Kashmir, Islamabad has becn trying
to absolve itself of any responsibility of
implementing the UN resolution of
Angust 13, 1948.

This UN Security Council resolution
was to be implemented in three parts: (a)
Tt called for a ceasefire (between Indian
and Pakistani troops in 1948). (b) It had
asked Pakistan, as the aggressor, to with-
draw all its forces (both regular and irreg-
ular) from the entire territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. The resolution however
accepted that India could retain part of
its troops in Kashmir. And only if this
clause was implemented by Pakistan
would the final part of the Security Coun-
cil resolution become binding on India.
that reads as follows: (¢) “...that the
future status of Jammu and Kashmir
shall be determined in accordance with
the will of its people...”

But it was Pakistan that refused to
withdraw its forces on the grounds that
India could manipulate the results of the
plebiscite. Hence, the UN resolution has
remained unimplemented and it is not
because of India.

It needs to be emphasised that
‘plebiscite’ was India's idea because the
best chance that the Nehru government
had of securing the Kashmiri vote to join
India was in the immediate aftermath of
the Pakistani aggression of Kashmir in
1947 — when the rapes and plunder by its
forces had left Kashmiris disgusted. [t
can be argued that the decision of suc-
cessive leaders of Kashmir — from
Sheikh Abdullah onwards - - 1o remain

El USIVE PEACE: A Srinagar street

within the Indian Union indirectly
reflects the choice of the Kashmiri peo-
ple, since it is they who gave their man-
date to these Ieaders. The fact that New
Delhi has over the years mishandled its
relations with the people of the Valley is
altogether anocther sad matter.

There are-in fact two related issues
about Kashmir and Tndo-Pak relations
that must be understood. One, that given
the choice, most Kashmiris would opt for
independence and nat for india or Pak-
istan. Those who insist otherwise are
simply deluding themselves. The other
is rhat the peaceful coexistence with
India is anathema to Pakistan’s estab-
lishment. And those who hope that track-
IT diplomacy and the goodwill these ini-
tiatives generate truly reflect the Pak-
istani pulse, are wrong and have little
sense of reality.

Pakistan’s agenda is to contest [ndia,

as long as it can. And the ceasefire had

only helped in legitimising the hard line
of jehad! and Ahle-e-Hadis outfits, To
what extent Musharraf can antagonise
them, is anybody’s guess.

Pakistan's insistence that India must
include the Hurriyat leadership in any
dialogue over Kashmir should be coun-
tered by New Deihi with the insistence
that India would like to invite the dis-
senting leadership of the northern areas
(under Pakistan's control}. Apparently,
former J&K Chief Minister G.M. Shah
had arranged for 40 such leaders to come
over 1o India to participate in the talks,
but they were denied visas by New Delhi.

India has been so obsessed with those

in the Valley that it has failed to capi-
talise on the simmering discontent in the
northern areas following Pakistan's
Kargil (mis)adventure. These sections
felt used and let down after the conflict.
India will do well to ask for autonomy for
these people — citing the views of Pak-
istan’s courts on the matter — and link it
to any autonomy for the Kashmir Valley:
That would put Islamabad on the defen-
sive and ensure that the Hurrivat is des-
tined for the dustbin of history

Besides, while Musharraf and his
team have been reminding the world —
since the Pokhran-Chagai nuclear tests
— that the region is a nuclear flash point,
there is a need to put in place a viable con-
flict prevention mechanism between the
world’s two newest nuclear powers. For
the hawks in Pakistan who are of the
view that the nuclearisation of the sub-
continent has provided the strategic
space for another Kargil type of military
action — a limited war — without the
conflict escalating into a full-fledged war,
India needs to spell out its ‘threshold of
patience’ against the escalation of ten-
sions along the line of control or against
repeated terrorist attacks.

It must be made clear that India would
be willing to escalate the cost for Pak-
istan too. It is possible to target some ter-
rorist camps within PoK by air and shoul-
der fired missiles, without violating Pak-
istan’s air space or crossing the border.
India’s recent military manoeuvres {exer-
cises) in Rajasthan — Poorna Vijay —
where troops practised military respons-
es to a possible Pakistani nuclear strike,
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has conveved India’s determination to
deal with Pakistani threats. This has rat-
tled Isiamabad.

And so, what can we realistically
expect from the parleys between Vajpay-
ee and Musharraf or from the meetings
that will follow this? The hopes are high
— as they always are — but the truth is
not much is bound to change. New Delhi
wants to retain the Kashmir Valley with
perhaps an eventual conversion of the
LoC as the border. But the Pakistani
establishment would be feft rudderless if
the Kashmir issue was s0 easily resolved,
with Pakistan being left with what it
already holds!

Any worthwhile concession that could
lead to an eventual solution of the Kash-
mir issue would require a strong leader
in ali the three centres that are concerned
with decisions over Kashmir: Delhi,
Islamabad and Srinagar. Political leaders
who can take tough decision and still sur-
vive the negative political fallout of this
decision. The last time in the past 50
vears when we had three such leaders
was in the mid-Sixties, when Nehrn,
Ayub Khan and Sheikh Abdullah were
all alive.

Apparently, by 1953, Nehru had decided
oh a plebiscite over Kashmir even if it
meant that India could lose the Valley
And by 1956, Nehru had publicly offered
a settlement of Kashmir with Pakistan
gver the ceasefire line (now converted
into the LoC).

On May 23, 1964, Nehru asked Sheikh
Abdullah (following the Sheikh'’s release
from prison) to meet Avub Khan in
Rawalpindi, in an effort to resolve the
Kashmir imbroglio. Although the
Sheikh’s references to India’s secularism
were a disappointment to the Pakistani
general and civilians alike. and his idea
of a confederation for Kashmir was dis-
missed by Avub Khan, the Pakistani
leader agreed to 4 summit with Nehru, to
be held in June 1964. This message was
urgently telegraphed to Nehru on May 26.

But just as Nehru’s consent reached
Karachi, the world also learnt that Nehru
had died in his sleep. And with that
a major apportunity for a peaceful”
solution over Kashmir was also lost.
Wonder when such an opportunity would
come again?

To be honest, I am not sure if Vajpayee,
Musharraf and Farcog Abdullah have,
as yet, attained the stature of their
respective predecessors to make any
major concessions and to survive the
domestic political fallout, that would
inevitably follow.

The writer is « strategic affuirs expert
ohd alithor af Wars and no Peace
over Kashmir /



‘Hizbul kills Kashmir’s

first counter-lnsurgent

Srinagar June 16 C\
‘,\/\ v\

THE MAN whao founded the first
counter-insurgency group in
Jammu and Kashmir paid with
his life today for his efforts to end
militancy in the State. Activists
of the Hizbul Mujahideen shot
dead Ghulam Nabi Azad, who
once commanded a division of
the quifit, as he emerged trom his
heavily guarded home in Anant-
nag district’s Shulipora village.

Azad was immediately rushed
to hospital, but was deciared
brought dead, officials said. The
killers fled. and a hunt is on Lo
trace them.

Hizbul Mujahideen claimed
responsibility tor the killing,
warning counter-insurgent
groups to stop “anti-movement
activities” “Qur activists killed
Azad for jeading a group of
counter-insurgents,” a spokes-
man of the outfit said. Police cor-
doned off the village after the
assassination.

Azad came into limelight
when he founded the first coun-
ter-insurgency group. Muslim
Mujahideen, and became its
chief after giving up the path of
violence in early 1994. He was
also president of the People’s
Patriotic Front.

He helped police and other
security agencies in antt-militan-
cy operations, and was responsi-
hle for the killing and capture of
a large number of militants in
south Kashmir. He was top cn the
hit-list of militants and has sur-
vived several attempts on his life.

Azad formed strong ties with
the ruling National Conference in
the late Nineties, but had drawn
away from it in the recent past.

Encounter
A top Lashkar-e-Tayyeba mili-
tant, Abbu Shamas, and two of

oz oo

AP PHCTOD

The funerai of People’s Patriotic Front chief Ghulam Nabi Azad at
Shulipora on Saturday and {inset) a relative of Azad cries as his body is

carried away for last rites.

his associates were killed in an
encounter in Bandipora of north
Kashmir last night, after BSF
and Rashtriva Rifles soldiers
conducted a joint raid to flush
out militants in the area.

The house where the mili-

tants, believed to he Pakistanis.
were hiding, was damaged in
gunfire, a BSF spokesman said. A
large quantity of arms and
ammunition were found in the
house.

PTI
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under hou

HT Correspondent
Srinagar. June 15
ABOUT HALF-A-DOZEN front-
line All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders, including Sved All
Geelani and Professor Abdul
Gani Bhat, were put under house
arrest today to stop them from
[eading protest demonstrations,

Many other functionaries of
the amalgam, along with Javaid
Ahmad Mir and Shahid-ul Isiam,
were among those taken into pre-
ventive custody

Police swooped down on Gee-
lani’s residence here in the early
hours and restricted him from
venturing out. Police and para-
military police personnel had
been deplioyed at his residence,
sources said.

Geelanl was taken into cus-
tody at Bijbihara yesterday while
on his wav to Shangus, where s1x

i WwlE

use

Lashkar-e-Tavyveba militants,
holed up inside a mosque, were
killed on Tuesday

Geelani, however. was released
late in the evening. The Hurrivat
leader had called for protest ral-
lies across the Valley against the
recent violent incidents at Chrar-
e-Sharief. Shangus, Kupwara and
Doda.

The call came three days after
Hurrivat chairman Professor
Abdul Gani Bhat had announced
that Hurriyat had suspended all
its activities in view of the forth-
coming {ndo-Pak summit.

Geelani, whose call was sup-
ported by various constittents of
the amalgam hesides militant
groups, was expected 1o lead the
protest demonstrations personally.

A palice officer sald Geelani's
mavements had been restricted
“to avoid hreach of peace”.

Police personnel were also

at top brass

arrest

deployed at Hurriyat chairmar
Protessor Abdul Gani Bhat'
office-cum-residence. He, alons
with Haji Ghulam Nabbi Sumjhi
Shabir Ahmad Dar, Abdu
Rasheed Untoo and Altaf Masac
di, were not allowed to move out
side the house.

The police had earlier arrested
Javaid Ahmad Mir, known for
arganising and managing protes
demonsirations, and Shahidu
[slam along with human rights
activist Mohammed Ahsan Untoo.

Despite the preventive meas-
ures, protest demonsirations
weyre held at Maisumma, Jamia
Masiid, Safakadal and Sopore.
The police resorted to lath-
icharge and used teargas to dis-
perse demonstrations at
Maisumina and Jamia Masjid.
The protestors retaliated with

stones. At least six persons wet
injured.
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Hurriyat stopped

from leading .
protest march s

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies

SRINAGAR: Six leaders of the
All-Parties Hurrivat Conference
{APHC), including its chairman
Abdul Ghani Bhat and Syed All
Shah Geelani, were put under
houwse arrest to foil any attempt 10
lead a protest march in the
Kashmir Vailey on Friday after-
noon against the Charar-e-Sharief
incident.

Contrary to its eatlier pro-
nouncements not
to  hold any
demonstrations 4
in view of the |S
forthcoming |8
Vajpayce-
Musharraf talks,
the Hurri_vat
Conference gave

Thursday evening, an official said
here on Friday.

Acting on a tip-off, security
forces launched an operation in
the forest area of Buddha tchsil, he
said, adding that LeT militants
were engaged in a gun bate in
which the foreign mercenaries
wcre shot dead. The security forces
did not suffer any loss of ife, he
said.

A Pakistani intruder was killed
and 11 Bangladeshi nationals were
arrested  along
the international
border in the
Jammu division
where the
Pakisrani
Rangers and
BSF troops

a call for rallies |
outside various |

exchanged fire at
115 places  on
Thursday night, a

mosgues 1o regis- Oﬂ{}vt{} ()ne d]_dl(}glle BSF spokesman

ter ifs profest;
against the
Charar-¢-Sharief

incident in which |

SiX persons were

killed and more

than 60 injured
when an uniden-
tified person
hurled a hand-
grenade at the
congregation last
Friday.

Besides  Mr
Bhat and Mr
Geelani, the
leaders put
under house
arrest were Qazi
Abdullah,
Gulam Nab1

Sumji, Sheikh Wi e fmal
Agziz and Shabir [dates ;
Ahmad Bhat of |;

the Musfim

Conference,
But a police

spokesman said

| that the Hurriyat

o By Saema Guha
.The Times of India News Setvice

NE‘W DELHI. Alﬂmngh a clear

:meeimg has nﬁt ytt “been
‘finalised, - there is one - thing
 Paukistan and Indis agree on—the.
summit will focus iore ‘o sulbs
stance than on frills. Highly placed
soimrces say Ishamabad has indicat-
ed thit General Pervez Musharmaf

meetings with Prime  Minjster
Atal Behari Vajpayee rather than
delepntion-devel falks. But ‘the
striicture. of the meetmgs has not
_been workedomt. -

The finer details of the sumnnt

"dates and is. Tooking ot a time:
frame between July 922, Sources
said the Musharraf visit was likely
19 end before the parhmnent 85
ston begins on July 23, -

iz keen that the sammit shonld ;
dévote miore fime 10 oneto-one |

f

{said here on

Friday.

In a sinke
ahead of the
month-long
a nnoual
Amarnath yatra,
militants on
Friday engi-
neered an impro-
vised explosive
device  (IED)
blast on the route
in south
Kashmir, wound-
g four BSFP
jawans.

Official
sources said the
1ED was planted
at Athnar, eight
km from

ed. | Pahalgam, which
serves as the base

camp for the
vatra. The explo-
ston occurred
when a BST vehi-
tcle crossed over

leaders were

and the securify b—s-:

““The: general’s close aides are
being  kept in [keén that the visit should be short,
protective  cus- | He shonild also fé séet tﬂbe cun-
tody for the dayidumwhdbmmms. S

it at about 9.30
am.

Talking to this
| newspaper on

around their homes would be
removed by Jate evening.
Meanwhile, security forces
gunned down eight foreign merce-
naries belenging to the Lashker-e-
Toiba (LeT) outfit in the Kangotta
forests in Rajouri district on

' the telephone,
the Hurriyat chairman alleged that
they were living in a region where
the law of the jungle operated.
“Anything can happen to anybody,
any time here,” Mr Bhat said,
adding, “There (8 po rteason to

question why i Kashmir.” /



%rri’yat looks
a drorded house
prior to talks

Y-

Rashid Ahmad 5 ,é)
Srinagar, June 14 \ )
THE HURRIYAT execuﬁive,
which ended yesterday’s meeting
without any decision, did not
meet today as it had agreed to.

Its chairman said some of the
members were busy elsewhere,
but sources said serious differ-
ences had emerged between the
members, some of whom wanted
to go on the offensive against the
Government.

The executive met yesterday to
discuss the emerging political sit-
uation in the backdrop of the pro-
posed Indo-Pak summit, and to
define a role for itself. Hurriyat
chairman Abdul Gani Bhat said
today: “The executive council will
meet in the next few days though
no specific date has been fixed.”

Some members of the amal-
gam are reportedly upset over
the decision to suspend activities
till Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpavee meets Pakistan's Chief
Executive, General Pervez
Musharraf.

Former Hurrivat chairman
Syed All Geelani, who did not
attend Wednesday’'s meeting,
called for “massive” demonstra-
tions tomorrow against what he
calied the “reign or terror.”

Geelani’'s call has found sup-
port among militant groups.
United Jihad Council, a Muzza-
farabad-based platform of 14-
Kashmiri militant groups, head-

ed by Hizbul Mujahideen chief
Syed Salahuddin, has described
Geelani’s protest call as “appto-
priate and well-timed”.

The Hizbul chief alleged that
the security forces were continu-
ing with their excesses under the
cover of the proposed dialogue
process. Salahuddin appealed to
the people to take to the streets
on Friday in response to Gee-
lant's call.

Jamiatul Mujahideen and
Dakhtaran-e-Millat have criti-
cised the Hurrivat for “suspend-
ing” activities. Jamiatul
Mujahideen accused the Hurriy-
at of speaking “the Indian Gov-
ernment’s language”.

The Muslim League, which is
ane of the member-parties of the
Hurrivat's general council, went
a step ahead and called for a
protest sirike on Friday People’s
League and Islamic Students
League, too, are reported to have
criticised the amalgam over the
decision. -

Sources said that the Hurriyat
was also divided over the recent
stutements of Abdul Gani Lone
and Mplvi Omer ¥arooq. Lone
had asked militants to keep away
from mosques. Mirwaiz had said
granting internal autonomy to
the State would break the ice.

Few bought the amalgam’s
explanation thai such statements
were aimed at putting pressure
on the two countries to include

Hurrivat in the propose‘W
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The wave of hope can become a reality. It is po IAF institute gears for

o
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HREE WEEKS jAgo, when Atal
TBihari Vaipavee formally
annournced the end of the cease-
fire in Kashmir and suddenty invited
General Pervez Musharraf o New
Delhi, T was among those who had felt
that he had made a mistake. His volte
Jfoce had relegated the dialogue with the
Kashmiri separatists through K.C. Pant
to the sidelines without giving it a
chance. Since he had also dropped all
pre-conditions to a meeting with
Musharraf, hardliners in Islamabad
were bound to see this as a victory
over india. That, [ feared, would make
it impossible for Musharrai to
adopt the flexibility that is a pre-
requisite for the negotiated settlement
of any dispute, even if he wanted to.
My objections were not without merit.
The Pant dialogne is dead. And Pakista-
nis have perceived Vajpayee's invitation

- as a diplomatic vietory for their govern-

ment{. Most attribute it to the sacrifices
made by the jehadis in Kashmir. Despite
that, [ was wrong, because I had not fac-
tored into my assessment the deep lone-
ing for peace that exists not just in ndia,
muat alse in Pakistan. That has strength-
ened Musharraf’s hands in dealing with
the hawks in his own establishment. For
the first time in decades, there is the
whiff of peace in the air.

A guotation from a recent column of
Ayaz Amir, one of Pakistan’s most
respected columnists who is no dove on
Kashmir, illustrates the change that is
taking place in public sentiment. “India
and Pakistan must settle their differ-
ences by themselves, an their own terms.
and not as a result of outside prodding.
India is right in this, and Pakistan
wrong.” '

What a long way this is from Pak-
istan's earlier harping on the UN reso-
tutions and its incessant attempt to
internationalise the Kashmir dispute?

Amir’'s sentiments are widely shared.
Over the past two years Pakistani news-
papers have been saturated with an
awareness that their country is
approaching a dead end. The national
deht exceeds the national incomne; three
quarters of the federal government’s
CUrrent revenues go into servicing it.
This leaves nothing for education, infra-
structure and health. The military bud-
get swallows over five per cent of the
GUP and all of it is financed by increas-
es in the nationai debt.

Externally, Pakistan is bankrupt and
is living on an IV drip of foreign
exchange administered by the TMFEF At
home, private armies of jehadis have
protiferated. Sectarian strife is rampant,
and the country is awash in guns. The
Jehadis and their patrons in the religious
and political estahlishment are building
their strength by posing as champions of
Islam, fighting the 'Indian oppressors’ in

By PREM SHANK!
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Kashmir This is dragging Pakistan
towards a Taliban tvpe of State.

The prospect of & breakthrough holds
out the promise of reversing this trend.
This realism is reflected by the
businesslike way in which Musharraf
is preparing his country for the
talks. The invitation caught him by
surprise. But forced to choose berween
ducking the challenge it posed and
meeting it, Musharraf has chosen to do
ihe latter.

Signs of his seriousness abound.
When asked in a BBC interview whether
he would be prepared to consider a set-
ilement based on the Line of Control, he
refrained from playing to the gallery at
home and said that be would prefer to
cross this and other bridges when he got
1o them. Soon atter, various jehadi out-
fits, including the Hizbul Mujahideen,
announced that they would refrain from
violence in Kashmir in order to give the
talks a chance.

Through the Pakistan High Commis-
sioner in Deihi. Musharraf poured cold

Architecture

HOPING AGAINST HOPE: |n front of a Srinagar mo:
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water on the Hurrivat’s ambition to,

meet him during his visit. And Ali §¢°
Geelani suddenly emerged as p ..o %
the very same jehindis whom he had wel-
comed to Kashmir a fow days ago.

What is more telling is the wayv in
which Musharraf has been preparing
public opinion at home. Speaking at a
conference of religious leaders and
scholars on the occasion of the Prophet’s
birthday he said (in Ayaz Amir’s words):
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Mmanned space flight
EIHE _SOC_IETY tor Aerospace
edicine is set 1o acquire a stato-
ofﬂlthe-.art Eravity simulator as
SCIOTLIStS await » Governmeni
ned for India to undertake g
manned space flight. '
_Th_e on}_v institution of its
}qnd In Asia. it will spon intturt a
high speed gravity simulator to
accla}mat:se Dilots to at leay Sig
gravity. The new gravity sr’mdla-
tor would not enly help in train.
Ingnot cosmanauts, but also pre-
pare the ground for venturiné
mto aeraspace ma negement,
PTL Banzalore

No threat, says China

THE CHINESE ambassador to
India, Zhau Gang. said on Thurs.
day that neither India nor China
boses any threat to each other
and the WO countries have “ng
conflict of fundamental inter-
ests...but differences of one kind
or another”,

PTL New Defhi

s 3 killed in encounter

TH_REE CRIMINALS, including
Kr]shna Yadav who was wanted
in several criminal cases. were
killed in police encounter at
Kanchanpur in Rohtas district
BJhar. Acting on a tip-off, the;
pelice caught Yadav and his
al_des looting  wvehicles on
V}-ednesda_,v night. The gangsters
fired at the polica, killing g
homeguard and a villager :
PTT. Sasarom (Bihar)

Boundary row

“’F THE PRESIDENT of the JDIS)
gi  Karnataka upit, Siddaramaiah
L foday urged Chief Minisrer Spd
n  Krishna not 1o artend the meet-
5 18g convened by Prime Minister
v Atal Bihgri Vajpayee 1o discusg

ct)}rlf tI;:Iahauan Cm_nnnmon report
° oundary dispute between
arnataka and Mazharashrtra, He
sdid Krishna shoulg urye ‘;v-’aj-
bayee to implement tha Cgmmis-
81on s recommendations a% that
would also solve the boundary
dispute with Kerala, .
. . 2T Bongaiore

Gold biscuits seized

¢ THE POLICE seized aop gnld
igMeces weighing 106 kg and vai-
its ed_at over Rs 4.5 c:'r,.-'re from a
b_u%hlcle near  Chennai o
timednesday Fonr persons were
Whae¥ted. Police stopped a four
the Celer coming out of the Chen-
Pakl:har’bour and an searching

‘Theehicle, found the gold. Al
~atrid pleces had foreign mark.

AN
(
1

W PTI Chenngi

Song MLA suspended

CONGRESS MTLA Papa Rao, wha
c}ecentl_v Joined the Telengana
tiastra Samithi, wasg siispended
itom the party on Thursday for
]_rldHIglng In “anti-party aetiyvi.
des”, He has been given a weel's
Ime to explain w}i_,\-’ “further”
t i

HES R )

THE HINDUIST 4;, I |

[

13

.
b



~Omar Abdullah
- escapes another
;7 A‘L\bld on life

By Shujaat Bukhari ‘)’ \

SRINAGAR, JUNE 23. The UUnion
Minister of State for Commerce,
Mr. Omar Abdullah, a Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir, Mr.
Mushtaq Lone, and Mr.
Shariefuddin Sharig, MP,
escaped an attempt on their
lives when militants fired rifle
grenades at the helicopter in
which they were flying to
Sogam village of Kupwar:

district today. %
According to reporfs, t

three National Conference
leaders took off from Srinagar
for Sogam, the home village of
Mr. Lone to address a public
meeting.

As the pilot was trying to
land in a government scheol
ground, militants hiding in the
nearby jungles fired at least
four rifle grenades towards the
helicopter.

The leaders later landed in
district police lines at Kupwara.
Mr. Omar Abdullah wanted to
reach Segam by road but he
was advised against it by the
district authorities.

Mr. Lone confirmed that rifle
grenades were fired at the
helicopter.

Reports from Kupwara,
however, said that panic
gripped the entire area after the
grenades exploded. The
meeting scheduled to be
addressed by the three NC
leaders was cancelled.

Mr. Abdullah had escaped a
similar attempt in Srinagar last
month.

Meanwhile, two militants and
a security personnel were killed
in a gunbattle in Hafruda
forests. Reports said that
security forces cordoned off the
|-area and launched a search

operation. /




i A peace processjon with King Birendra and his fnrmly members’ photograph passes through » Kathipa
day. Devyani Rana, Dipendra’s fiancee, today refused to depose befors the pane
roval magsacres, ~ APIPTI {Report on paqc 9
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| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE .| A

| SRINAGAR, June 13. — The Hurriyat executive
, council meetmg today saw differences of Oplmon
| over the group’s “suspension of activities” hefore
| the Indo-Pak summit and Mr Abdul Ghani

Lone’s statement calling the militants not t()'

| misuse shrines.
The council met this morning to dizcuss the po-
| litical situation in the Kashmir valley. it was
the first meeting since the group annoum:ed
“suspension of activities”,
Though the leaders were tight-lipped after the
: meeting, sources said the several members criti-
cised Mr Lone for making the statement. ’

The People’s Conference leader and the Hur-
nyat executive member aiso came in for criti-
cism from the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba chlef, Haﬁz
Mohammad Sayeed.

Sayeed said that instead of encouraging the
Mujahideen, Mr Lone had issued a “damaging”
statement. He said the militants had. entered
the Shangus mosque for offering prayers. A Mu-

_jahid has to carry his weapon wherever he goes,

fflu street
pfohing the

| Hurnyat a d1v1de  house

mclu ing mosques, he said.

"At Jthe' Hurriyat meeting, the members ex-
pressed sharp differences over the statement
announcing “suspension of activities”.

There had already been much confusion over
the issue.

The Awami Action Committee chief, Moulvi
Omar Farooq, told the STAR TV that the Hur-
riyat was suspending their activities, but a few
other leaders said they were suspending only
“protest activities”, not the political ones.

The meeting was attended by Prof Abdul
Ghani Bhat (Muslim Conference), Mr Abdul
Ghani Lope (Peoples Conference), Maulvi
Omar Farooq (Awami Action Committee), Mr

"Bashir Ahmed Bhat {JKLF), Qazi Ahadulla
-(Jamaat-e-1slami), Shiekh Abdul Aziz (Peoples :

League) and Mr Abbas Ansari (Itthad-ul ’

‘Musalmeen). Mr Syed Ali Shah Geelani, former

Hurriyat chief, didh't attend the meeting, while -

Maulvi Farooq left halfway. - l

- A Editorial: Toughness & balance, page € i
M Another repurt on page 8
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By Shujaat B

SRINAGAR, JUNE 13. The meeting of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
executive convened to discuss the
coming summit talks between In-
dia and Pakistan today remained
inconclusive.

Though a routine meeting, it
assumes significance as the wvisit
of the Pakistan military ruler,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to India
was on the agenda. The venue
was also changed from the
APHC'’s Rajbagh headquarters to
the residence of its chairman,
Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhatt, who
chaired it. The JKLF chairman,
Mr, Yaseen Malik, was away in the
United States, and the Jamaat-e-
Islami (JeI} leader, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, also did not attend the
meeting, giving rise to specula-
tion on “differences’” in the con-
glomerate. However, Hurriyat
sources said the forum was united
on all issues, Mr. Bashir Ahmed
Butt and Qazi Ahadullah repre-
sented the JKLF and the Jel.

Prof. Bhatt said shortly before

/s ’\xﬁ Hurriyat

i

= a2y

meet inconc/lu

The Hurriyat Conference leaders (from left), Prof. Abdul Ghani

Bhat (chairman), Qazli Ahadullah, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and Mr.
Abdul Ghani Lone, during its executive committee meeting In
Srinagar on Wednesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

the meeting that “there have
been developments in the past
few weeks and we are going to
discuss those besides taking a
view of organisational matters.”

Sources said the meeting dis-
cussed Gen. Musharraf's recent
statement asking Muslim clerics
not to issue irresponsible state-
ments against India. Since the

sive

/

Hurriyat had extended full sup-
port to the proposed summit-lev-
el talks from day one, the meeting
was expecied to take a formal de-
cision. on Tuesday, a senior Hur-
rivat leader, Mr. Lone, echoed
Gen. Musharraf's views and said
extremism would not solve the
problem. Today’s discussions re-
volved round these developments
as also the Hurrivat decision to
defer the general strike pro-
gramme to help the summit be-
come a success. A resolution
welcoming the summit was ex-
pected to be adopted. It may also
ask for a meeting with Gen.
Musharraf, an idea opposed by
both India and Pakistan.

Even as the meeting was in pro-
gress, word was sent to reporters
that there would be no briefing or
statement on the deliberations,
which remained inconclusive.
The Hurriyat headquarters was
also tightlipped. However, the
former chairman, Mirwaiz Umer
Farcoq, left the meeting halfway.
The sources said the deliberations
would continue on Thursday.
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Militants killed as Army storms mosque

By Shujaat Bukhari \’\0 ’

ANANTNAG, JUNE 12. Aftcr a 40-hour
standoff in viltage Shangus, all the
six militants holed up in the Jamai
mosque were killed today when
the Army stormed in with sharp-
shooters. One soldicer lost his life
and two were injurcd in the oper-
ation.

The operation, launched by 7
Rashiriya Rifles and the Special
Operations Group af the Jammu
and Kashmir police vn Sunday,
was called off early this morning
after two more militants were
killed. Of the six militants killed,
four are from the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and two from the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen.

\

A repgrt here suggested that
National! Security Guard (N5SG)
commandos were airlifted from
Delhi to take on the militants, The
Army spokesperson was silent on
this but said that sharp-shooters
were pressed into service 1o flush
out the militants. Giving the de-
tails of the operation, he said that
on Sunday on specific informa-
tion the area was cordoned off but
the militants opened fire killing a
special police official {(SPO) and
laler took shelter in the mosque.

“Keeping in view the sanctity of
the religious place and senti-
ments of the people, the arca was
cordoned off and the security
forces did not pursue the mili-
ants in the mosque,” he said.

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12 As many as 92
mititants have been gunned down
by the security forces in Jammu
and Kashmir in this month so far
in what is seen as part of a 'go
after them’ strategy. The idea be-
hind this pro-active approach,
that came into play with the for-
mal termination of the ceasefire,
is that the security forces shoutd
be able to retricve as much lost
ground as possible before Gen.
Musharraf visits New Delhi, When
he cornes here, the Pakistani ruler
should be under no illusion about
the Indian security forces’ capac-
ity 10 conain, and if necessary,
sake care of the jehadi and other
militant outfits.

However, the securily forces
have aiso been cautioned that the
mlitants would want to provoke
them needicssly. Accordingly the
forces hawt been advised to ob-
—rr——

“They instead brought down a
heavy volume of fire from inside
the mosque.” Repeated appeals
from the sccurity forces and the
village elders fell on deaf ears. Ex-
ercising maximum: restraint and
paticnce, the security forces con-
tinued the cordon fur 36 hours
during which the militants kept
on firing, injuring one civilian.
With the militants net responding
to the appeals, the security forces
with the help of Ammy’s sharp
troopers killed two 1o three mil-
itants and later used teargas shells
to flush them out. Around mid-
night two militants made a last-
ditch effort to break the cordon
but were killed. On searching,
badies aof more militants were re-

covered, One security force per-
sonnel got killed and two others
were injurced, the spokesperson
said. He appealed to the people
not 1o allow militants to use
“places of worship for nelartous
activities”.

A Lashkar-e-Taiba spokesper-
son said that two militants of his
outfit managed (o break the cor-
don and have reached their hide-
out safely.

In Gagrin, near Shopian in
South kashmir, a militant and «
CRIF jawan were killed when the
former forced his entry into the
camnp of an 530G last night. Police
sald that the militant attacked the
cammp with grenades and opened
fire. The fire was retaltated and

orces 1o

serve maximum restraint, and
avoid, to the extent possible, any
injury to civilians or any embar-
rassing violation of human rights.

A particular dilemma has pre-
sented itsclf to the securily forces
as the mililants appear to have
decided to usc mosques for carry-
ing on their activities. The mili-
tants’ calculation is that once the
security forces engage them,
there is bound Lo be some dam-
age to the mosque. Such darnage,
if any, can be used to excite reli-
gious sentiments.

For instance, militants belong-
ing to the Lashkar-c- Taiba had
sneaked into a mosque in Anant-
nag district. The easicst and no-
casualty option for the security
forces was lo decimate the reli-
gious structure; but this option
was firmly ruled out. Finally, the
commandos had to storm the
mosque, incurring an avoidable
loss of life among the security

forces. The Unified Command
headquarters has already warned
the militants that they would not
be allowed to imisusc the
mosques to attack the sccurity
forces. The onus has been put on
the militants and their patrons
that they must respect the sanci-
ty of a place of worship,

The calculation is that the peo-
ple of Kashmir have seen through
this game. The various Hurriyat
leaders did not find much public
support. Even Syed Al Shah Gee-
lani, of the Jamat-e-Tslami, could
attract a crowd of only 200 people
when he visited Charar-e-Sharvief,
What has been noted is that the
state administration firmly turned
down the demand that the local
SHO, Mr. Immtiaz Dar, be shifted

out. The message to the Jammu

and Kashmir police is that th
militants have to be stood do

This tough and no-nopfense

militants

approach to the militants has al-
reacty restored the security forces’
morale, according to senior offi-
cials. As part of a larger peace
strategy, the idea is to demon-
strate a capacity to protect India’s
security interests and to disabuse
the Pakistani establishment that
there was no batle-fatigue. Tn
other words, peace and diploma-
ey would not be conducted from
positions of weakness.

Spare mosques, says Hurriyat

the militant was killed, as also a
CRPY jawan. Fourtcen persons
were killed in other militancy-re-
lated incidents across the Slare.
Shrine attacked

PTI reports:

In Pampore, Pulwama district,
militants made an abortive at-
lemp to blow up an undet-con-
struction  shrine  complex  last
night, an official spokesman satd,
An improvised explosive device
planted by the militants in rthe
shrine complex of ‘Char Yar at
Frastbal-Pampore exploded,
causing minor damage to its wall.

Explosives haul

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12. The National
Security Guard (NSG) said that a
lot of explosive materials and ra-
dio communication sets were re-
covered today [rom inside the
Jamal mosque in Shangus village
in south Kashmir, the NSG Direc-
tor-General, Mr. Nikhil Kumar,
said.

The NSG DG expressed happi-
ness over the ‘smooth’ operation
and said, "we were tasked to end
the misuse of the religious place
keeping in view the sanctity of the
mosgue. We have done it bril-
liantly.” Mr. Kumar maintained
that anly six militants were killed
in the action. — PTI
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The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, with
Dr. Chittaranjan Ranawat at the Breach Candy
Hospital in Mumbal en Tuesday. — Report on Page 13

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 12, The All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) today urged militant groups to
spare places of worship from being used for
operations. it also cchoed the views of the Pa-
kistan military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
on restraining activities against India.

A senior Hurriyat executive member, Mr.
Abhdul Gani Lone, told a news conference here
that it was a tragedy thar places of worship in
Kashmir were being desccrated and blamed
the security forces for damaging the mosque
at Shangus. “Today, T came to know that the
Army and police destroyed the mosque at

But I also appeal to the mujahideen not to use
religious places, particlarly mosqgues, for
their operalions as these involve the senti-
ments of the people.”

Continuing with its policy adopted of late —
support for the coming Musharral-Vajpayee
summit — Mr. Lone asked the militants not to
convert Kashmir's struggle for right w self-
determination into a war for disintegrating In-
dia. T second what Gen, Musharraf has said.
We better avoid cxtremism and acts that cre-
ate halred.” He said, “"We neither want India's
disintegration nor do we want to vanguish it;
there is no need to unfurl the flag on the Red
Fort.”

suspended its anli-India activitics but had on-
ly decided not to support the strike call given
by the Kashmir Bar Association, “We do not
wanl to create a situation which will harm lh.c
proposed high-level summit between In[;]la
and Pakistun. We want it to be a success.”

However, the spokesman of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Mr. Abu Usama, denied thal the mil-
itants of his outfit used mosques for oper-
ational purposes. ‘We do not enter mosgies
to take shelter nor we do us 2+ as hide-
outs,” he told The Hindu over phone. “We
only visit mosques to pray. The Indian forces
laid siege, and our cadres fired at them only

Spangus. I strongly condemn the Army action, after they used a heavy voluthe of fire.”

Mr. Lone clarified that the Hurrivat had not




nottoh

HT Correspondent /" \ \
Srinagar, June 12 v

THE HURRIYAT Conference has
asked militants not to “misuse”
mosques as sanctuaries but at
the same time has expressed
shock over reports that the Army
has destroyed a mosgue at
Shangus to eliminate militants
who had holed up there.

Talking to reporters at the
Amalgam headguarters here on
Tuesday, Hurrivat leader and
chairman of Pecples Conference,
Abdul Ghani Lone said he was
shocked over the “demolition of
the mosque at Shangus by secu-
rity forces”. “I have come to
know that security forces have
destroyed a mosque at Shangus, ™
Lone said. “I condemn it.”

But Lone said “the Mujahi-
deen should Kkeep religious
places, mosques in particular,
out of the periphery of their
activities”. He felt that security
forces could have used “some
other means” to take on the mili-
tants without “desecrating and

destroying the mosgque”.

“But they didn’t”, he said and
described the act as
“deplorable”,

PTI quotes an Army spokes-

urriyat asks militants
ide in mosques

SHAH DECLARES WAR AGAINST J&K TRIFURCATION

SHABIR AHMAD Shah has opposed the proposed trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir, terming those raising the demand as "enemies of India”.

Shah, whose party is seeking dialogue with the Indian Gevernment despite
opposition from various gquarters, admitted that Jammu and Ladakh have been
the “victims of discrimination”. "But, please don’t forget that we too have been
the victims of the atrocities,” he said, while speaking at a seminar organised .
here on Sunday.

In a direct attack on the Sangh Parivar, Shah said, “We are already suffering
because of one bloody line (the Line of Control), how many more lines do you
want to draw.” He added, “All the people, all the regions and religions of the
State are linked together by destiny and those trying to seek a division are try-
ing to draw a bloody line between regions and faiths.”

Shah admitted that it would not be pragmatic to hope for “dramatic results”
from Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's talks with Gen Pervez Musharraf,
but contended that it was a beginning anyhow,

HTC, Jammu

man denying that the mosque shouting against India.

was destroyed. “Only a small
part of the annexe was damaged
in the gunbattle,” he said.

Lone is the first separatist
leader to directly address mili-
tants to Keep off religious places.
Earlier Syed Ali Gilani, the fire-
brand pro-militant leader asked
militants to restrain from inflam-
matory rhetoric and slogan

PTI quotes Lone as saying
“Militants should not bring reli-
gious places, including mosgues,
in the ambit of their activities as
it amounts to desecration of the
place of worship.”

He asked the army to “respect
people’s sentiments” and not
damage places of worship where

militants have holed up. /
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“Lone says religious places shouldn%isused' Army warns ultras

J&K ‘mosque siege ends

KAVITA sum 5 v a
STATESMAN NEWS smwcs

SR]NAGAR June 12. — ADXIX
{ militants holed up inside the
!! Shangus shrine were killed late
! last night by elite NSG comman-
. does. A soldier was also killed
and two others injured in the dp-
%! eratioh during which a portion of
i the mosque was damaged.
NSG commandos mounted an
1! attack at around 3.30 a.m. and
| killed all six militants. The mos-
| que was searched and the bodies
recovered.
E An LeT fidayeen was killed in
|
L
I

Pulwama district after he
stormed a heavily-guarded Spe-
cial Operations Group camp at
Gagran Shopian in southern
| Pulwama district late on Mon-
day night.
Two CRPF members, including
! Inspector HK Gupta, were killed
(in the attack. Two critically-
. wounded SOG jawans have been
! ghifted to a hospital.
| Lone’s views: The All Party
I Hurriyat Conference leader and
Peoples’ Conference chairman,
Mr Abdul Ghani Lone, today
urged militants not to misuse re-
ligious places and said they
should keep mosques and other
religious places out of their area
of activity.
“Every individual or a group

fighting for the g real culprits”
cause of Kash- ¥ can be brought
mir's freedom to book. Hurri-
should think ab- vat has alleged
out the sensitivi that state police
ty of this move- have a hand in
ment. ], there- the incident

fore, request Blaming state
militant groups police for the
to keep religious Charar incident,
places out of | he said there
their Sphere of “wouldn’t have
activity,” Mr | been a grenade
Lone said, while § attack on the
addressing a congregation at
press conference the shrine, had
here this after- * there been ade-
noon at the -1 quate security
APHC headqu- T arrangements.
arters. He said  Mr Abdul Ghani Lone addresses  Besides, police
that by using jowrnalists at a Hurriyet office in  should have ex-
mosques for th- Srinagar on Tuesday. — PTI ercised restraint
eirfreedomstru- and  shouldnt
ggie, militants . have fired indis-

are maligning N Another report on page-a criminately; few-

the movement
and giving a bad name to the
cause at the international level.

Mr Lone, however, said that
armed forces should alse under-
stand that religious sentiments
of the people are attached with
these things. “Besides, they have
other means than destroying
mosques, he said.

Condemning the Charar inci-
dent, Mr Lone demanded a judi-
cial enqgry inte it so-that “the

—~7 7 er people wouid
have died, he said. -

Alieging that state police had
arrested the vice president of
People’s Conference, Dr Ghulam
Mohammad Hubbi, and his wife
after beating them while they
were en a 72-hour hunger strike
in protest against the Charar in-
cident, Mr Lone said there was
no news of them after they were
picked up by police on Sunday.

Mr Lone said Hurriyat was

running a peaceful movement .
but Centre wasn’t interested in -

this. This, he said, was quite ap-
parent from the denial of per-
mission to the Hurriyat delega-
tion to visit Pakistan.

On why the Hurriyat was in-

sisting on going to Pakistan
whereas they could talk to the
Pakistan leadership on tele-
phone, through mohiles and e-
mail, he said had that been the
case, even General Musharraf
could have spoken to Mr Vajpay-
ee aver the phone or through e-
mail; there wasn't any need for
him to come to New Delhi.
Army warning: Unified Head-
quarters of security forces in
J&K have said that they will
now reserve the right to take
military action to neutralise
militants who take refuge in re-
ligious places.
Pant: Mr KC Pant held a series
of meeting with -leaders of
palitical parties in Lok Sabha
today and apprised them of his
recent visit to Jammu and
Kashmir, adds PTL.

Attempt on NC MLA: A

National Conference legislator
Mr Sadiq Ali and his family
members had a narrow escape
when militants  hurled a
grenade towards his Hassan

Abad house late last night,
adds UNL.
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el Ashifting Hurriyat .

THE HURRIYAT'S ¥ecision to suspend their
campaign in view of the apcoriing maeting
hetween Prime Miniszt Atal Bihari
Vajpavee and Gencral Perver Musharval
should felp case rension in the Valley Its
change of stance mav have something o do
with the gsencral’s no-nonsoense remarks ot a
meeting with the Mu-iim clevey
Islamabad a fow davs ave. The general’s
message that it was time for the fandamoen-
talists to observe restriant could not have
been lost on thair counterparts in Kashmin
But even as the Hurrivat leaders expressed
their positive Tine. a bunch of extremists
were engaged ina gunfight with the sectrity
forees from behind the wails of 4 mosque in
south-western Kashmir The conlrontation
ended with the death of six mifitants after a
48-hour stand off.

The incident demonstrates the Hmiations
of the Hurriyat's ciaim o represent ail the
militant groups in Bashmir The gesture

1

maile by Hurrivat leaders publicly condemn-
ing the use of aplace of worship as a hideout
has made them sound a little more credible.
This may help in changing the percepiion in
thie Valley that some Hurriyat leaders are in
awe of the extremist groups and would do
nothing to offend them.

The recent attempts to use places of wor-
ship as the venue of such acts, including the
grenade attack in the Charar-e-Sharif
precinets, show the kKind of mischief which
may be expected in the coming weeks. The
changing situation signals a degree of isola-
tion which the subversives may face in the
davs to come, As for the security forces,
there is need for greater strategic vigilance
so that any potential crisis can be taken care
of through pre-emptive action. That would
be one spin-off from the Hurrivat's some-
what mellowed public ition in strength-
ening the constitueped for a durable peace i
the Valley




TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2001
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THE ALL PARTY I-}urri at Conference has done
weill to suspend its “orkanised political move-
ment”’ against what it calls “state terrorism" in
Jammu and Kashmir in the context of the forth-
coming India-Pakistan summit. After the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee's snap decision
to invite Pakistan’s Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, for bilateral talks, the separatist um-
rella outfit could not obviously be seen as pursu-
ing any activiry that would have the effect of
itiating the atrmosphere in the run-up to the his-
oric meet. After all, such a direct engagement
with Pakistan has been ane of the major planks of
Its political platform; that, in the process, it found
itself putmanoeuvred by the Vajpayee regime is a
different matter. In fact, the ‘summit’ call, which
came as a big surprise to one and all, has had a
benumbing effect, compelling almost every player
having stakes in ‘Kashmir’ to wait and watch what
emerges out of the Vajpavee-Musharraf patleys.
This, in turn, heightened the non-seriousness of
the ‘dialogue process’ pursued by the Government
of India’s designated interlocutar, Mr. K.-C. Pant,
Maybe the Hurriyat leadership's latest construc-
tive turn in approach has a lot ta do with pressure
from the peace-craving people of the State and,
perhaps, also with the palpably positive signals —
some discordant hawkish notes, notwithstanding
— from the official Pakistan establishment in the
‘summit’ context. Whatever the motivation, there
is no gainsaying the likely salutary. impact of the
Huirivat's latest decision — loosely, a political
equivalent of military ceasefire — on the atmo-
spherics ahead of the summit.

In charting this course, the Hurriyat — to go
by the enunciation of its spokesperson, Sheikh Ab-
dur Rasheed — has been actuated by its “‘wish”
that the forthcoming summit talks are not “‘dis-
turbed or derailed in any way''; an undoubtedly
noble sentiment. But, given the disparate charac-
ter of the conglomerate — traceable as much ro
sharp diff¢rences among the constituents over
ways of Ainravelling the Kashmir imbroglio as to

+ A POSITIVE SIGN

the ego-clashes hetween their leaders — and its
reputation for speaking in different voices, some
genuine misgivings are bound to arise about the
Hurrivat’s positive move enjoying the unanimous
approva! of its members and, more important, be-
ing followed up and acted upon at the ground
level. From this standpoint, much more signifi-
cant than Mr, Rasheed’s remarks — and quite re-
assuring too — is the reported statement of Syed
Ali Shah Geelani denouncing the jehadi groups
that spread hatred against India. That Mr. Geelani,
a Hurriyat leader with the image of an inveterate
hardliner and one who has become an anathema
of sorts to the Vajpayee Government for this rea-
son, should decry any hate-India campaign and,
inferentially, play down the ‘religious dimension’
of the Kashmir problem is indeed a hopeful sign.

Encouraging as these responses certainly are,
a matter of grave concern is, however, the escala-
fon in the jehadi elements’ sinister attacks,
marked by an increasing use of places of worship
as hideouts. The grenade attack on the Charar-e-
Sharief mosque premises, ‘killing six persons and
injuring scores of others who had gathered for
Friday prayers — an incident that revived memo-
ries of the ghastly 1995 episode when the shrine
was burnt down after a month-long standoff be-
tween security forces and militants holed up there
— is a clear pointer to what is in store for the
administration in the days ahead from those
forces which are intent on scuttling any initiative
to find a settlement of the Kashmir problem. Char-
ar-type encounters with militants, involving as
they did places of worship, demand utmost cau-
tion and tact from the security forces, for obvious
reasons. Any inappropriate use of force or indis-
cretion on their part will necessarily be visited by a
surge of hurt sentiments and disalfection. If the
public protest that followed the Charar killings,
wherein an accusing finger was pointed at the se-
curity forces themselves, is anything to go by, the
law enforcement agencies do not seem to have got
the message fully, as yet. 2_
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MOSQUE CORDONED OFF; POWER,S’UPPLY CUT OFF

unbattle rages, 3. Itras kllled

By Shujaat Bukhari ') %

SRINAGAR, JUNE 11. Three militants
are repoited to have been killed in
a fresh gunbattle between securi-
ty forces and the militants of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (l.eT) holed up
in a mosque at Shangus, Anant-
nag district, in south Kashmir. A
portion of the mosque has been
damaged and the siege of the vil-
lage continued for the second
day. The entry of mediapersons
into the area has been banned by
the authorities.

Official sources in Anantnag
told The Hindu that the battle be-
tween the holed-up militants and
the Rashtriya Ritles resumed this
afternoon resulting in damage to
a portion of the mosque. The Di-
rector-General of Police, Mr. A.K,
Suri, confirmed thal three sus-
pected militants were killed in the
encounter.

This is vet to be confirmed as
the area remains cordoned and
the exchange of fire continues, he
saic, "“Details are awaited.” Re-
ports said that the Army has taken
over the operation; police, includ-
ing the District Superintendent of
Police, are a kilometer away.

(According to PTI, the security

forces tightened the siege and‘u On ’GLmda} ev mng, the Special

snapped electricity and water
supply but ruled out storming the
mosque. The militants then re-
sorted to indiscriminate firing
and in the retaliatory fire two mil-
itants are believed to have been
killed. A portion of the bathroom
annexe of the shrine was dam-
aged in the exchange of fire.)

r—Lashkar storms
STF camp

SRINAGAR, JUNE 11. In
stepped-up offensive, a
suicide squad, suspected to
be that of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba, stormed a police
camp in south Kashmir
tonight, injuring a sub-
inspector, official sources
said. The militants forced
their way into a Special Task
Force camp at Sohpian in
Phulwama district, 52 km
from here.

The attack set off a fierce
encounter that continued till

late in the evening, the
sources said. — PTI

.to prevail upon them.

Operations Grodp of the Jammu
and Kashmir polife and the Rash-
triva Rifles laid sig¢ge to the Ganai
Mohalla locality bf Shangus vil-
tage following a tipoff that a ntum-
ber of militants were present
there. Soon after the cordon, the
militants attacked the Army and
killed a counter- insurgent who
was accompanying them,

The mititants later moved to-
wards the Jamai mosque and ook
shelter there. A fierce gunbatile
ensued and continued for more
than two hours atter which the se-
curity forces tightened the cordon
with the arrival of reinforcermnents.
They also used flashlights to pre-
vent the militants’ from escaping
under cover of darkness. “The ar-
ea was calm till Monday morning
and the ¢xchange of fire resumed
shordy before noon,” sources
said. [n all, seven militants are be-
lieved to have taken shelter in the
mosque.

The sources said the attemprs
of the security forces to persuade
the militants failed despite senior
residents of the area being asked
“We will
prefer to die rather than surren-
der,” the militants reportedly

conveyed to the Army.

Mediapersons were not allowed
entry into the area. Police stop-
ped journalists at Acchabal and
then at Khanabal and asked them
to return. Directions have come
from the top brass not 1o allow
the media, a police officer said.

A LeT spokesperson, Mr. Abu
Usma, confirmed that the mili-
tants of his outfit were involved.
He rang up newspaper offices in
Srinagar and said the militans
had taken on the security forces.
He did not give details.

This is the third incident of mil-
itants taking shelter in a mosque
in the last two weeks. Late last
month, at Kharwar in Shopian
militants were given safe passage
by the security forces at a time
when the Centre’s Kashmir inter-
locutor, Mr. K.(. Pant, was on a
visit to the Valley, This was fol-
lowed by the encounter at Sopa-
re, where too militants tried to
hide in a mosque but the security
forces shot them down before
that.

In other incidents, soldiers
were killed in a militant ambush
at Zachaldara in Handwara,Two
persons were injured.
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shrine siege

“Army battles
to break J&K

Srrre—

Three militants gunned down

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, June 11

SECURITY FORCES have
three of the Lashkar-e-Taxyeba
militants holed up in a mosque at
Shangus village in Anantnag
district.

A senior police officer, who
confirmed the three deaths, said

the mosque was not damaged in .

the shooting. The militants still
inside the mosque are firing
away, he said.

An agency report said that
Black Cat commandos were
flown in from Delhi to break the
siege. Earlier today, a senior
police officer said security forces
had been instructed to ohserve
restraint and not storm the
mosque. “We want to tire them
out, even if it takes us several
days,” the officer said.

Unofficial reports said there
was a sharp exchange of fire for
an hour after 11:30 am, and then
again later in the afternoon.

Civilian movement has been
restricted in the village, and
journalists are not heing allowed
anvwhere near the mosque.
Sources said three or four mili-
tants are still holed up in the
mosque.

The militants were trapped
yvesterday after Rashtriva Rifles
and the Special Operation Group
cordoned off the village’s Ganai
Muohalla. As forces zeroed inona
house where the militants were
hiding, the latter opened fire.
The man who had led the forces
to the house was killed in the
firing. A shooctout followed. The

militants left the house, but ran
inside the mosque for cover as
the soldiers kept firing. The
exchange ot fire continued even
after the militants went inside.
but it stopped during the night.

Shootout at SOG camp: A mem-
ber of the Lashkar-e-Tayveba’s
suicide squad attacked a Special
Operation Group camp at Gagrin
in Shopian today A shootout was
still.on when last reports came
in, Initial report said one SOGCG
man was killed.

Stray killings: Militants struck
in north Kashmir today; killing
two jawans and injuring two in
an ambush on a patrolling party
at Ahgam village near Zachaldar
woods.

But the Hizbul Muizhideen
lost one of its senior command-
ers at Tral quarter in southern
Pulwama  district. in an
encounter with the BSF The
slain militant. identificd as
Saleem Khan, was the outfits
district commander.

Unidentified gunmen shot
dead a man and his son at Bata-
pora near Magam in Budgam. A
mititant released from custody
got killed under similar circum-
stances at Qazipora in Pulwama.
All three were said to be inform-
ers of the Army.

Unidentified assailants forced
their entry into a house at
Manchwa in Badgam and fired
indiscriminately Twewomen
were injured.

Related reportsfn Page 9
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Hurriyat puts bral
on movement

A
W lc

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SRINAGAR, June 10. - The
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
today decided to suspend its ag-
itational activities temporarily
in view of the proposed summit
between Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and General Pervez
Musharraf.

In a statement, the Hurriyat
salg, “The situation in which
the people of J&K find them-
selves demands an organised
people’s movement. But in view
of the proposed summit, the
Hurriyat has decided to sus-
pend the same for the time be-
ing.” The Hurriyat wants the

. Vajpayee-Musharraf summit to
succeed and it would not in-
dulge in any act which would
derail the dialogue, the state-
ment said.

Terming the summit as a
“gaod beginning” towards re-
storing peace in, the state, the
Hurrivat demdnded its inclu-
sion in theproposed talks.

MILITANTS FIRE FROM MOSQUE, COP KILLED

! SRINAGAR, June 10. ~ Militants holed up in a mosque in
Kokernag, near Srinagar, fired at security forces late tonight,
killing a police officer, officials said.

© The Rashtriva Rifles and Anantnag unit of Special Operations

"Group surrounded the mosque on receiving the news that
foreign militants were holed up inside. Troops asked the
militants to surrender. The ultras started firing killing the

. SOG officer, Officials said four militanis were hiding in the

- mosque. Escape routes had been sealed and reinforcements of

' security forces were being rushed in, officials said. The
encounter was on till late into the night. Police were taking

—

The APHC anncuncement
comes nearly three weeks after
the Centre called off its unilai-
eral ceasefire in the state and
invited Gen Musharraf for
talks in New Delhi.

In Mumbai, Mr LK Advani
said signals ahead of the pro-
posed Indo-Pak summit had
been “positive” so far. The Hur-
riyat statement alleged that
several agencies were un-

precautions to aveid damage to the mosque, sources said.
T

nerved following the peace
process set in motion by Mr
Vajpayee. These agencies have
started engineering acts of ter-
rorism in J&K. “Their game-
plan is to defame militants.”
the statement said.

Referring to Friday's explosion
at Chrar-e-Sharif shrine, the
Hurriyat said militants were
not responsible for the blast

and the “incident is part of a
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ﬁurrlya,t puts off V4
stir till summit -

HT Correspondent
Srinegar June 10

THE HURRIYAT Conference
says it is upset over “police
excesses” throughout the Valley.
but will not take to the streets
now with the Indeo-[fak summit
due soon.

A Hurrivat statement. which
said the suminit should be held
in a congenial atmosphere,
declared: “We don't faveur any
kind of disquiet and unrestata
time when the heads of two
Governments are to meel.”

The umbrella organisation of
militant putfits said 1t was ready
to start a massive agitation.
“But.” the statement said,
“we suspend it for the time being
and we don't want to create bad
blood by taking to the strects.”
The explosion at Chararc-
Sharief on Friday, the Hurrivat
said, was enginecred by local
police and was aimed at “saho-
taging the proposed summit™.

Such incidents. it said.
were being “staged” to harass
locals and  defame the

Mujahideen in the internaticnal
community The Hurrivat also
referred 1o reports of rape in
Marmat in Doda and the recent
srenade explosions at Kupwara,
Batamaloo in Srinagar and
Charar-e-Sharief to establish

ULTRAS H(II.ED UPIN MOSQUE KILL OFFICER

MILITANTS HOLED up in a mosque on Sunday night fired on
security forces, Killing a police officer in Anantnag. Sources said
treops of Rashtriya Rifles and Special Operations Group sur-
rounded the mosque at Kokernag on a tip-off that some foreign
militants were hiding there. When the troops asked the ultras to
give up, they responded by opening fire, killing an SOG officer.

Sources said four militants were hiding in the mosque, All
escape routes had been sealed and reinforcements rushed to the
mosque. The encounter was on till late into the night.

FTT Srinagar

what it caliad “excesses”. A sen-
ior Hurrivat leader, Ghulam
Mohammad Hubbi. meanwhile,
has been arrested on charges of
involvement in “incidents of vio-
lence and stone throwing at
Charar-e-Sharief .

The towns remained shut for
the third consecutive day on
Sunclay, as protests continued in
and around the town. Over half
a dozen men were reportedly
arrested for fomenting trouble
in the town.

Geelani stance: General Pervez
Musharaf's recent rebuke to the
fundamentalist clerics in Pak-
istan for irresponsibie rhetoric
against India has found favour
with former Hurriyat chairman
and hard-line pro Pakistan
Jamaat-e-1slami leader Sved Ali
Geelani. He actually went a step

further than Gen. Musharraf.
He said it was un-Islamic to use
foul language against a people
or country He made it
clear, however, that his state-
ment should not be taken to
undermine the importance of
Jihad.

“Our struggle is not aimed
against the people of India nor
are we against the Indian state-
hood.” he said.

He said that he had, on many |
occasions during public mee#
ings, stopped enthusiastic ygath
from shouting provocative slo-
gans. He said that other slogans
like “crush India” were also in
bad taste. “I have always sought
that this kind of slogans should
not be raised.”

Abdul Majid Dar interview on P9



“Pant bri

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, JUNE 9. The Centre's in-
terlocutor on Jammu and Kash-
mir, Mr. K. C. Pant, today began
consultations with leaders of po-
litical parties by briefing Congress
leaders on his recent visit 1o the
State and talks with a cross-sec-
tion of the people and groups
there.

During a hour-long meeting
with Congress Working Comumit-
tee members, Mr. Pranab Muk-
herjee and My, Ghulam Nahi
Azad, Mr. Pant old them of the
divergent views expressed by the
people during his recent six-day
visil to the State.

Later speaking Lo reporters, he
said a forward movement had to
be seen in the interaction with
various sections of people and
that at present he was moeeting
leaders of political parties.

Referring to teday's meeting,
Mr Pant said there was no differ-
ence in perception since everyone
had genuine concern for peace in
the Stage.

Mr. Mukherjee said the overall
impact of Mr. Pant’s interaction
was positive and as far as the po-
litical partics were concerned,
they were for restoration of peace
in the State.

The Congress president, Ms.
Sonia Gandhi, bad deputed Mr,
Mukherjee and Mr. Azad to meet
Mr. Pant after he reguested all
parties 10 take part in the discus-
sion on Kashmir. Mr. Mukherjee

efs Co

.on } L&E Visi\

The Centre’s interlocutor, Mr. K. C. Pant, flanked by the Congress

leaders, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee and Mr. Gulam Nabi Azad, in New
Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

said he would brief Ms, Gandhi
on the meeting.

‘Positive impact’
PTT reports:

To a question about the All-Par-
ty Hurrivat Conference’s absence
from  the pareys during Mr.
Pant's visit, he said, “the entire
isstie has to be seen in totaliry,
When you hoeld talks there will be
some successes and some failures
but when you see the issue in its

Ty
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entirety, the overall impact has
been on the positive side.”

Mr. Pant, during the second
phase of his interaction, would
meet representatives from other
parties including the BJP and the
Left parties, official sources said.

Asked whether there was any
deadline for him, the Centre's in-
terlocutor sajd, “though there is
no deadline, 1 am of the opinion
that peace has to be restored in
the State as early as possible.” .
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our women
kelled in ¥\
J&K shrine
explosion

Charar-e-Sharief June §

1

MORE THAN 50,000 people had
gathered at the shrine of Sufi
saint Shaikh Noor-ud-din
Noorani at Charar-e-Sharief
when a grenade exploded,
killing four women and
prompting a police firing.

More than 60 were injured
in the explosion that took
by surprise the congregation
preparing to pray on the occa-
sion of Prophet Mohammed's
birth anniversary.

The shrine, however, was not
damaged.

No militant organisation
claimed responsibility but
police suspected the Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-
Taiyyaba. They also thought
that policemen were the target
and that the civilian casualties
were accidental. Locals, howev-
er, blamed the police, claiming
that the local station house offi-
cer was responsible.

Jammiu and Kashmir DGP
AK Suri dismissed the allega-
tions as “malicious™ and “moti-
vated”. "The SHO was associat-
ed with the Special Task Force
and people want him trans-
ferred,” he said.

But locals claimed they had
caught the SHO after the blast.
He escaped but left behind his
bullet-proof jacket, they said.

Shops downed shutters here
with groups of people demon-
strating against the police,

PTI quoted some protesters
as saying that an improvised
explosive device, wrapped in a
polythene bag, was hurled at
women devotees from the lawns
of shrine.

Two women injured in the Charar-e-Sharief blast lie at a Srinagar hospital on Friday.

AFP PHOT,
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MILITANTS TARGET FRIDAY CONGREGATION

t/

4 killed, 60 injured in grenade

attack ogﬁ{lzarar-e-Sharief

By Shujaat Bukhari ) gk

SRINAGAR, JUNE 8. Four women were killed and
60 injured, some of them seriously, when uni-
dentified militants threw a grenade at the
shrine of Sheikh Nooruddin Noorani on the
premises of the famous Charar-e-Sharief
mosque in central Kashmir on Friday. The in-
cident evoked strong protests and the situa-
tion in the town turned violent.

Police said that about 13,000 devotees from
various parts of the Kashmir Valley were about
to offer prayers when the grenade exploded.
Twenty of the injured, most of whom were
removed to hospitals in Srinagar, were said to
be critical. Some were admitted to local hospi-
tals. Three of the four deceased were women
— Nissara, Zubaida and Gousia.

An eyewjiness sald the grenade, thrown
from the side of the Talab (pond}, landed in
the shrine complex. “We do not know who
threw it,” he said adding it was followed by
firing. However, police denied that any of the
injured had bullet wounds. Hundreds of
blood-splattered sandals were later found in
the complex.

Soon after the blast, local residents came to
the shrine and began raising slogans against
police. Some blamed the Special Operations
Group of the State police. According to re-
ports, around 60,000 people had gathered at
the shrine and demanded a probe. “This is
outrageous and amounts to desecration of the
revered shrine,” said a protester. Tempers ran
high and the authorities found it difficuit 1o
pacify the protesters who reportedly attacked
police. Howevegethe attacks could not be con-

the evening, a police bulletin said:

. %l . o i
The shrine of Charar-e-Sharief in central Kashmir (file photo) where four women were

5

killed in a grenade blast on Friday. At vight, an injured woman. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

“Today militants hurled a grenade on the
premises of the Charar-e-Sharief shrine where
large number of devotees had assembled for
Friday pravers. About 50 devotees were in-
jured in the blast. The injured were shifted to
different hospitals and four women died in
hospital. Some of the policemen, including
tha SHO, present at the shrine escaped un-
hurt.”

The State Revenue Minister, Mr. Abdul
Qayoom, the Minister of State for Home and
Law, Mr. Mushtaq Lone, the Kaghmir IGP, Dr.
Ashok Bhan, the Divisional Commissioner,

Mr. K. A. Ganai, the DC Budgam, Mr. Rohit
Kansal, and the Budgam S8P, Mr. Ashig Hus-
sain Bukhari, visited the spot. The Govern-
ment ordered an inquiry and rushed
additional police and paramilitary troops.

This is the second major incident after the
600-year-old shrine was destroyed in a myste-
rious fire which followed a month-long stand-
off between the Army and militants in May
1995, Most of the militants led by an Afghan
warlord, Mast Gul, escaped but the~entire
town was razed to the ground.




Hopes and fears on Kashmir

W\’D

HE INVITATION to General Per-

vez Musharraf by the Govern-

ment of India has naturally

raised intense speculation as to
the motivation and the results thar
might follow. [ wish the ceasefire had
been allowed to continue; but one can
understand the embarrassing position
the Government of India was forced into
by the total repudiation of the ceasefire
by the militants and also the pusillani-
mous reaction of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders who went along with the
militants in not responding to the in-
vitation for talks by Mr. K. C. Pant. The
Centre, however, must ensure that the
withdrawal of the ceasefire does not lead
to excesses by security forces.

With the start of Indo-Pakistan talks,
the Kashmir problem will have a more
definitive and hopefully more substan-
tial grounding. Till now, because of the
lack of anv clear opening, the APHC was
playing games and pretending to hold
the key to open the lock of Pakistani in-
transigence. That bluff has now been
called. Even Pakistan accepts that in
talks between Heads of Government, the
APHC is an unwelcome interloper. For
this public humiliation, the APHC has
only itself to blame. It made the mistake
ol assuming thar India would never in-
vite Pakistan for talks and that if it did
the latter would insist on the Hurriyat
Conference’s presence at the table. But
that bubble was bound to burst — the
APHC forgot that for nations there are no
permanent friends or enemies but only
permanent interests.

Lam surprised that the APHC has been
showing such a lack of realism as not to
realise that however long the solution
may be in coming, no Government in
India or for that matter in Pakistan could
- agree to independence for Kashmir. 1-
timately, however it is camouflaged,
both Governiments will have to accept
what was accepted by Bhutto in 1971 at
the Shimla Talks — namely the LoC
(Line of Control) as the border with
some adjustments even a little more fa-

qg By Rajindar Sachar

vofl}rxb to Pakistan, as Nehru was will-
ing to cancede some time in 1963-64,
but unfortunately his death quashed
that opportunity.

Where does the Hurriyat Conference
with its self-inflicted wound fit in? No-
where, 1 am afraid. It is doubtful if the
APHC ever had a mass base. A disparate
group, it, by a quirk of circumstances,
was broadly seen to reflect the anger and
dissatisfaction with the security forces

Hurrivat conference would take an inde-
pendent initiative, undeterred by the
militant threat, to join in the Pant talks
and set an agenda for improving the
conditions in the State.

We, of course, should expect no im-
mediate solution. There will be the usual
sparks in the early stage. But once both
sides realise that mutual hostility will be
our ruination, it is hoped better sense
will prevail to consider in depth all mat-

We should expect no immediate solution. But

once both sides realise that mutual hostility
will be our ruination, it is hoped
better sense will prevail.

and the Centre. It had no agenda, no
mass programme. Take for example, Mr.
Lone's remarks that when General
Musharraf comes to [ndia, the Hurriyat
will be meeting him (which will serve the
samie purpose as a visit by an APHC dele-
gation to Pakistan}. This suggestion [
would have thought would be embar-
rassing to General Musharraf. But sur-
prisingly, I find that Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister has also come out with a similar
suggestion {obviously as a morale-
booster for the Hurriyat Conference) but
which he should have known will hardly
be seen in diplomatic circles as a friendly
act — it will be like if Mr. Vajpayee dur-
ing his Lahare visit had wanted to give a
private audience to the MQM leader, Mr.
Altaf Hussain,

But if in spite of everything the Gener-
al does express a wish to meet the APHC
leaders, (the initiative should be his and
not the Hurrivat conference’s), the Gov-
ernment of India should not raise any
objection, in deference to our ancient
tradition of extending all courtesies to
invited guests. In the context, 1 must
compliment Mr. Shabir Shah for having
read the situation better. I still wish the

ters of trade, and goodwill and certainly
Kashmir, it is well known in trade circles
that thousands of crores of rupees worth
of trade is being illegally transacted be-
tween India and Pakistan through Nepal
and Dubai, denving to both Govern-
ments legitimate taxes.

Numerous mutually beneficial results
will accrue if we settle our differences.
We both are victims of the WT0O mano-
euverings and globalisation. A big chal-
lenge which India is facing is with regard
to the pressure being mounted by MNCs
to have our patent legislation amended
like they got done in Pakistan. How both
couniries would benefit if we were to
work together was highlighted in the
September, 1996, “Pakisian Network”
newsletter which said Pakistani consum-
ers could have saved aver Rs, one billion
on only nine medicines in 1993 if the
companies had offered the same price as
in India.

It is wrong to treat Jammu and Kash-
mir as a problem of Kashmiri Muslims as
some in the Pakistani media do. The
Kashmir problem is the concern of all
three regions — the valley, Jammu and
Ladakh. Any stance based on communal

-~

considerations must be totally ruled out
as it can only bring misery and weaken
secularism in our country. It may suit
Pakistan to communalise the situation.
But Pakistan must recognise that any
propaosal for trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir would be a non-starter. This so-
fution would be a challenge 10 the secu-
lar base of our Republic and has already
been repudiated by all political parties.

F know the goons of the VHP and some
misguided elements of the Sangh Parivar
may also wish to communalise the solu-
tion to serve their larger goal of fighting
against secularism. But such attempts
will be stoutly resisted.

Both Pakistan and India must stop
playing to the gallery of hawks — witness
Pakistan talking of plebiscite when even
the U.N. Secretary General has ruled it
out and the External Affairs Minister res-
urrecting the old resolution by Parlia-
ment on jammu and Kashmir. More
sobriety is required.

There is also valid criticism from the
Oppeosition parties of being ignored in
these talks. The Government should rec-
tify it by involving them to arrive at a
national consensus. General Musharraf
would then know that there is unanimity
on this national agenda so that waiting
further to find a permanent solution will
be of no use.

People in bath the countries yearn for
peace. The Indian delegation which
went to Pakistan to attend the World
Punjabi Conference rame back with
praise for the friendly and warm regard
shown by Pakistanis, notwithstanding
the somewhat shrill note by some sec-
tions of the media. Both India and Pakis-
tan need to be reminded of the sombre
words of Brutus in Shakespeare’s Julius
(Caesar: “there is a tide in the affairs of
men, which, taken at the flood, leads on
to fartune; ormitted, all the voyage of
their life, is bound in shallows and in
miseries. On such a full sea are we now
afloar; and we must take the curre
when it serves, or lose cur ventgpé



Referendum
no solution,

says Pant

HT Correspondent .
New Delhi, June 4 H g
THE CENTRE’S emissary to
Jammu and Kashmir, K C Pant
today ruled out the possibility of
“referendum” as an option to
resolve the Kashmir issue,

“Hardly anybody spoke to me
about referendum. UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan’s remarks
on the irrelevance of such an
option apparently had its
impact,” Pant said here today at
a Press conference sharing his
impressions on his six-day mis-
sion to Jammu and Kashimir,

Pant said even as a cross-sec-
tion of people represented by
about 100 crganisations includ-
ing several national and State-
centric political parties that met
him during his stay in the State
had complaints against regional
bias and unequal development,
the majority spoke in favour of
protecting India's unity, democ-
racy and secular character.

Elaborating on the Hurriyat
stance, he said the leaders of the
multi-party conglomerate would
have todo a lot of “explaining” to
the people on their response to
invitation for talks.

In an indirect reference to the
party’s stand as being “the so0le
representative organisation” of
the Kashmirts, Pant said “no one
can claim to represent all the
views” of the State populace that
is marked by great diversities as
in the rest of the country, He said
during his marathon discussions
with even non-political academi-
cians, NGOs and other opinion
makers, the concern for main-
taining the composite character
of the State came to the fore.

N

KC PANT

Pant, however, indicated that
the demand for the trifurcation
of the State had been raised by
some organisations. “My impres-
sion is that the common people
want to get out of the prevailing
spectre of bloodletting,” he said.

Replying to a guery over the
possibility of his talks with the
Hurriyat leaders, Pant shot back,
“1 have invited them for uncondi-
tional talks. It is for them to decide
their future course of action.”

On his part, the Centre’s Kash-
mir pointsman made a direct ref-
erence to several demands voiced
for regional autonomy to meet
the aspirations of the people.
“This is an important issue that
has to be seen from a national
perspective,” he said.

Pant singled out three essen-
tial points that would guide him
in further discussions; sensitivi-
ty to the sufferings of the com-
mon populace, measures to off-
set the iil-effects on development
especially the basic amenities
and employment avenues and
return to normaley.
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“Hizbul
India, P. k“
ndia, Pa
SRINAGAR: The Hizbul Mu-
jahideen has said it will halt all its
militant operations in Jammu and
Kashmir if India and Pakistan

adopt a ‘realistic approach’ to solve
the Kashmir issue.

“QOur activities will lessen pro-
portionaily to both the countries
giving up their rigid stand to solve
the Kashmir problem in a realistic
approach,” chief commander of
Hizbul Mujahideen Abdul Majid
Dar said in an exclusive interview
after the group withdrew its cease-
fire in August last year,

By the same realistic yardstick,
the 46-year-cld Mr Dar admits that
a solution could not emerge in only
one meeting between Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee and Pak-
istani military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf.

“We know there cannot be mir-
acles overnight. Qur judgment cri-
teria will be the joint statement is-
sued after the meeting between
the two leaders. If we fee] that
both agree to solve the problem
and in principle agree that this is a
dispute and want to solve it ac-
cording to the wishes of the peo-
ple, we will react accordingly,”
said Mr Dar, who came into
prominence in July last year when
he suddenly announced unilateral
ceasefire.

Asked why the Hizbul had
stepped up its activities cven after
the second initiative of Mr Vajpay-
ee In inviting General Musharraf

s it will halt ag:tmtles i
dopt realistic approa

for talks, Mr Dar said “the initiative
of Mr Vajpayee was abrupt and we
never knew he would take such a
stand.”

About the recent visit of the gov-
ermment’s interlocutor on Kashmir,

A

continue.”

“Now what remains to be seen is
that whether the step has been tak-
en only 10 score some diplomatic
peints or there is some serjous-

ness,” Mr Dar said. o
g V2T AT Sl

K.C. Pant, the Hizbul Mujahideen .

chief said, “Il is also a confused
move, Last year we announced
a ceasefire. If the povernment
would have announced that the
Hurrivat Conference and

Hizbul were invited for talks and |

simultanecusly engaged in a
dialogue with Pakistan, prabably a
solutton would have emerged by
now.”

“Even if the government had an-
nounced the similar measures dur-
ing the Ramzan ceasefire, it could
have helped in confidence building
in the state,” Mr Dar, who has visit-
ed Pakistan thrice, said.

He satd, “Such unco-ordinated
¢fforts are likely to bear no fruits.”

Qutlining the action plan of the
Hizbul in the present scenario, Mr
Drar said, “We welcome the Vajpay-
ee-Musharraf meeting. Though itis
lale but it is a positive step.”

He said, “If both the countries
move awav from their beaten
tracks, we will be most happy and
we will co-operate.”

Mr Dar made it clear that the
Hizbul would not be a ‘hurdle’” in
any peace moves. “We will never
create hurdles because we know
our people are dying. Some fools
alone will allow this blood-shed to
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%ndia to discuss

opening of Leh

route with China
" UNITED NEWS OF INDIA o Q™"
‘ o ‘
" LEH {Ladakh), JEL”{. — Mr

' LK Advani today said India
¢ will take up with China the is-

sue of opening of the Leh route

* for Kailash-Meansarovar yatras. :

Speaking after inaugurat- |

ing the three-day Sindhu ;

Darshan Festival at Shey, 10

i km from here, Mr Advani said
' China had sarlier expressed :
‘ reservations and the govern-
‘ ment intended to take up the |
" matter with Beijing again. |

Speaking ebout the festival,

* he said he looked forward to !
i the day when rivers like :
' Sindhu and Brahmaputra be-
‘ came instrurments not only -
; for strengthening the cultur-
. al unity of the country but for
T Eor ing a friendship between
n

ia end Pakistan,
The chief minister, Dr Far-

coq Abdullah said he hoped
- the Bindhu would carry the

message of peace, brother-

- hood, cooperation and tran-
" quility where-ever it flawed.

He said festivals like the

" Sindhu Darshan helped pro-
" mote tourism In the Ladskh
' region and give a fillip to its art
" and culture, Tha Union tour.
* {am minister, Mr Ananth Ku-
- mar, said the Sindhu Ghat and
: Sindhu Culture! Centre, fi-
- nanced by the Ceptre, was un-
. der constru at the Sindhu
, site at g of Re 3 crore, - -
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~Hurriyat hopes to be a key player

. any “serious and realistic” dia- .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA L‘// J\

SRINAGAR, June 1. — The
Hurriyat Conferenée today ex-
pressed confidence that it
would emerge a key player in

" logue that would start soon to

resolve Kashmir issue, PTI re-
ports from Srinagar.
“The day is not far off when a

i dialogue based on sericus and

realistic grounds will be initi-

. ated in which Hurriyat will be
¢ taken into confidence to resolve

- chaijrman,

Kashmir issue,” the Hurrivat
Mr Abdul Gani

. Bhat, said at a Friday congre-
t gation in Kulgam.

Another Hurriyat leader,

| Maulana Mohammad Abbas
t Ansari, asked both India and

Pakistan to discuss the Kash-
mir issue with an open mind.
“There won’t be any solution
unless the Kashmiri leadership
is involved in the dialogue,” the

; Maulana said in Srinagar.

Foreign secys may talk Kash-

. mir: The foreign secretaries of
¢ India and Paikistan are likely to

discuss the Kashmir issue on the
sidelines of the Saarc meeting

13 ULTRAS KILLED, NC LEADER INJURED

pired, sec

woman ultra and seized a huge cache of arms and ammunition.
The ultras killed three people and shot and wounded a Nation-
i al Conference leader. Of the 13 militant killed, seven were mem-

! bers of the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba. They were killed in encounter at _

i Badohar Topo and Loran Mandi in Poonch today. — UNI

scheduled for 89 June, SNS
adds.

Soon after the Prime Minister
invited Gen Pervez Musharraf
for talks, the external affairs
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
said the foreign secretaries
might discuss the Kashmir is-
sue during the meeting to pre-
pare the ground for the summit.

However, other Saarc mem-
bers, snch as Nepal, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka, fear the

‘foreign secretaries’ standing

committee meeting might lose
its focus if Mrs Chokila Iyer
and Mr Inamul Haq decide to
talk Kashmir.

This is the third special session
of the standing committee; it
had been postponed several
times becauseyja and Paki-

stan were not wﬂhng to see each
other eye to eye.

Mrs Iyer will leave for the
meeting on 7 June.

Pant: Mr KC Pant has cao-
tioned people against expecting
overnight results from his
peace endeavour. “No cut and
ride solution was possible ...and
the (peace) process was begin-
ning,” he said.

The Centre’s chief interlocutor
on J&K arrived in Jammu to-
day. About the Kashmir issue,
he said it was a “political one
coupled with some economic dif-
ficulties.” He had been asked by
various groups in Srinagar and
Jammu to create more job op-
portunities. “Rapid develop-
ment was another issue which
needed to be addressed quickly.”

MHE STATESL.
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He said he had come across d1-
vergent views from various

' groups in Jammu “over the de-
SRINAG R, June 1. — A day after the six-month J&K truce ex-
'ty forces today gunned down 13 militants, arrested a
. groups, he said: “Some groups

mand for a separate Jammu
state”. Refusing to name the

favoured J&K’s unity.”

On Hurrivat’s absence in the
talks held by him in the Valley,
Mr Pant said: “I'd invited them

" but there was no response. But

as far as my visit to the valley
is concerned, it was fruitful...
people came in large num- -
bers...despite threats from mil-
itant organisations.” | ..
Abdullah: The J&K chief min-
ister today hoped the Indo-Pak
summit would “break the jee”
and pave way for further talks.
On converting the LoC into in-
ternational border, Mr Fardeq
Abdullah said: “I don't think
there is any other solution.”
CPI-M: The CPI-M today said
the Vajpayee-Musharraf talks
should be held in accordance
with the spirit of the Simla
Agreement, The party asked
the Centre to clarify the agenda
of the dialogue.

H Photograph on page 8



Déaliﬁg with Kashmir

F IS a good thing that Inflia has now

invited Pakistan’s chiefy executive,

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, foftalks. After

the unimaginative bumblipg of the
last six or eight months, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee and the chieftains in' the CCS
{Cabinet Committee on Security} must
avoid feeling shamefaced about having
come off the high- horse — which, of
course, they have, One would also like to
believe that this new course has not been
adopted just to please ‘international opin-
ion” (read the American establishment), 5i-
multaneously, the Government of India,
and especially the many extra-brazen BJP
spokespersous, must aveid replicating the
war-mongering rant which some erstwhile
High Commissioners to Pakistan are cur-
rently, and repeatedly, dispensing over
premier media channels, The rant has
been sounding along the following lines:
0.K, so vou have been saying you are
ready to talk anywhere, anytime; now we
have called your bluff, so talk, but not
about Kashmir first. And if you fail to fol-
low the Indian Government's blue-print
for tatks, be prepared for ‘tough steps’.
These are gentlemen who were full of ap-
plause at Pokhran I1, but subsequently do
not seem to have the acumen to recognise
that no real tough steps are available to
India after that tactess event.

As is painfully evident everyday, the pre-
sent Indian Government is young in gov-
ernance but, hopefully, it is picking up
some salutary lessons. The first of these
must be never to suppose the ‘enemy’,
however contemptible, to be obtuse. Gen.
Musharraf is hardly fool enough not to re-
alise that the Indian estaldishment has
eaten crow, or else why would it descend
to talking while ‘cross-border terrorism’ is
still very much on. He can also be trusted
to judge that with respect to Jammu and
Kashmir India is indecd faced with a big-
ger problem than Pakistan. Yes, Kashmiris
in Pakistan-occupied areas may have no
real freedom, they are, nonetheless, not up
in arms. Our stakes in that unfortunate
State, however, impinge crucially on the
very character of the Indian state and pol-
ity. Furthermore, the complacently har-
dline delusion that Pakistan, riven with
internal problems, is about to collapse as a
state must be ejected as a policy input,

Ey Badri_ Baina

Very few states in recent history have col-
lapsed as we expect Pakistan to collapse
everyday, and so long as a Pakistani col-
lapse remains inimical to neo-imperialist
designs such a thing is unlikely to happen.
Even where such efforts have been made
— and hew — the results have surprised
the sheriffs of international virtue: Trag
and Mr, Saddam Hussein, for example, of-
fer trenchant evidence of this reality. We
may like to believe that American commit-
ment to ‘democracy’ constitutes some

yp-10

in Musharrat’s Pakistan itself. In telling
him so, the Indian Government will only
be underscoring what he must already be
sensible enough to realise. All over the
world, religious identity by itself has failed
to furnish viable nationhood, not to speak
of a viable state, and any suggestion that
this need not be true of Kashmir must be
categorically rejected.

In this context one is aware of one sec-
tion of well-intentioned ‘radical’ opinion
in India which tends to base its notion of

It is a good thing that India has invited General

Musharraf for talks... When he arrives, New Delhi
must put some honest cards on the table.

overriding metaphysical factor in our fa-
vour, but such has not been the history of
America’s international relations. Indeed,
whether it has been ours is equally a mat-
ter for introspection.

If and when, therefore, Gen. Musharraf
arrives, India must put some honest cards
on the table. Clearly, no Government in
India can aliow the Valley to join Pakistan
for the simple and ineluctable reason that
such an event could spell the collapse of
the secular state in India by lending cre-
dence to the ‘two-nation’ theory and, in-
ferentially, providing justification for the
notion of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’. As to ‘inde-
pendence’ for contiguous areas in India
and Pakistan along communal principles,
the same argument applies. Such ‘inde-
pendence’, one ventures to prognosticate,
can eventually translate into one of two
possible results: either the ‘Talibanisation’
of Kashmir, or its conversion into an impe-
rialist enclave, or both. Those factions in
the Hurrivat Conference which hold that
the problem in the Valley is ‘political’ rath-
er than a religious must pick up the cour-
age to envisage the likely fate of ethnic
Kashmirt Muslims in a Pakistan where the
dominant Punjabis brutalised and deci-
mated the erstwhile eastern wing, and
have effectively colonised the ‘muhajirs’,
the Sindhis, the Baluchis, and the Pathans
of the NWFP. Indeed, conceding secession
in Kashmir will not have replicating conse-
quences in other Indian regions alone but

THE HINDU

EBLL 101

the freedoms of peoples here and there on
the politics of sub-national identities. of-
ten such notions of freedom seem both
abstract and oblivious of the consequenc-
es of fractious identity assertion. The re-
cent and continuing history of Yugoslavia
offers the most painful paradigm of what
can happen here, not to speak of places
such as Rwanda. Nor is it clear that decry-
ing the mation-state is not a procedure
which effectively plays into the hands of
trans-national interests who hold neither
the nation-state, except their own, nor
identity sacrosanct. [t should also be rec-
ognised that the worst violators of human
rights (the United States, according to no
less than Ammesty Intetnational) tend to
deploy the human rights argument disin-
genuously to further corperate global in-
terests and then merrily trample on the
human rights of the vast masses of the
globally immiserated. In passing, one
would hope that in all this there is food for
reconsiderations on behalf of Kashmiri
Pandit groups which desire a return to the
Valley but along narrow, sectarian lines. 1t
seems ironic that while Indian Muslims
outside Kashmir seem fully cognisant of
the meaning of the Kashmir imbroglio for
them and for secular India, the highly liter-
ate Kashmiri Pandit groups should rather
fail to realise the meaning of Kashmir for
Republican India, and the meaning of
their own rele in the process.

If it be the case that Gen. Musharraf re-

fuses the validity of the constraints out-
lined above, our problems with Pakistan
are likely to be prolonged uniil, perhaps, a
new concatenation of global realities over-
takes the India-Pakistan logjam. One does
not know what international considera-
tions Gen. Musharraf may bring with him
as shaping input, or whether these will
outweigh the ‘jehadi’ compulsions within
Pakistan. Should, however, the LoC be-
come a basis for negotiation at some point,
a departure may emerge. However, itis the
compounding political failure of the Indi-
an establishment within Kashmir which
calls for rethink and correction, The ‘au-
tonomy’ resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly had offered a substan-
tive opportunity to the Government of Tn-
dia to alter the character of political
possibilities in that State. At that time,
however, ‘autonomy’ based on the specific
and special provisions of the Accession Pa-
pers and the Delhi Agreement of 1952
seemed (o Mr. Vajpayee’s Cabinet too ex-
cessive a demand to be entertained, even if
piloted by one of the NDA constituents,
the National Conference. Having rejected
that demand of the elected Assembly, the
Government of India got inexplicably busy
foregrounding the APHC. Now, since the
Hurriyat Conference seems to have re-
fused to settle for anything less than ‘au-
tonamy’, or indeed talk at all, the wheel
has come full circle.

1t is tragic that any groundswel that may
have then existed for the ‘autonomy’ line
has since been largely frittered away. And
yet there is no go bur to acknowledge, fi-
nally, the special features of Kashmir's ac-
cession to India and 1o make such
acknowledgement, painstakingly, a work-
able basis for transformative politics with-
in Kashmir. The recently concluded, but
not sufficiendy empbasised, panchayat
elections throughout the State in which
between 60 and B0 per cent people vofed
offers solid ground for such transforma-
tion. Equally forcefully must be empha-
sised the requirement that ‘autonomy’ for
the State must be accompanied by devolu-
tionary mechanism for ali regions of the
State along non-sectarian lines.

(The writer is Reader, Department of kn-

glish, Kirori Mal College, NQW‘



~“Many takers for Vajpaye
w‘)’\;olnltlatlve says Pant

Pant, asrived here today on the
tast leg of a six-day visit o the
State and described it as “a suc-
cessful experience”. During his
two-day stay here, he will meet
the representatives of political
parties and other groups as part
of his efforts o build on the proc-
ess of dialogue aimed at restoring
peace in the troubled State.

Addressing a crowded press
conference at the Circuit House
here, Mr. Pani cautioned that
there could be efferts to derait the

JAmgoing proges:. ‘There are peg-
ple who will not tolerale rthis exer
cise. | see this exercise as a
rewarding one. I feel that people
in different regions of the State
are entitled to be heard.”

Asked whether the people who
met him over the past four days
were those whose not-so-criticat
positions were already known,
M. Pant said: i do not label peo-
ple. They change with the passage
of time. Somehody who was a
militant ten vears ago is not the
same today and somebody who
was a former Chief Minister now
objects to the statement that Jam-
mu and Kashmir is an integral
part of india.”

Parliameni’s  resolution on
Kashmir was widely known and
only Parliament could change its
stand, he said. “Even I cannot do
anything in this regard.” He was
hopeful that his visit would serve
“an important purpose as things
move along”. He had gained in-
sights and hoped the contacts
made during the trip would be re-
tained and would go a long way in
consolidating the dialogue proc-

s. “F have heard diverse views
over the past four days. But there
has been an overwhelming desire
of the people to speed up devel-
opment and generate more job
opportagities for the unemployed
veulh. There are political and ec-
motnic dimenstons 1o the prob-
i which is very comples in
feiure,” he said.

The key expressions in Mr.
Pant’'s expositions were “under-
standing” "peace is necessary for
development”, and ‘‘creating a
climate of wust and understand-
ing to find an agreed solution to
the tangle”. “Dialogue is the be-
ginning of a process. 1 am here to
elicit opinion of the people, to
know their minds and 1o gauge
the kind of difficulties people
have been facing over the past 10
to 20 years,” he said.

Asked whether the organisa-
tions and groups who met him in

Jammu voiced any opinion for a
separation of the region, Mr. Pant
said he heard the view of both the
groups — those who wanted to

remain part of the State and those
who wanted separate Statehood.

"Most of the people were ap-
preciative of the Prime Minister's
Initiatives and his pursuit of
peace in Jammu and Kashmir.
They described the invitation to
Gen. Pervez Musharraf as a bold
and imaginative step,” he said.

To a question, he said the cea-
sefire was not extended in the
State as it was not serving the pur-
hose for which it was promul-
gated. His exercise was part of the

plan to kickstart the political dia-~f

logue, a demand which he said
had found overwheiming suppoxt
from the people in the State. The
people, by and large, had ex-
pressed their opinion in favour of
maintaining the basic unity, dem-
ocratic and secular character.

Today, Mr. Pant representatives
of the Gujjar United Front, the
Panthers Party, the Muslim Fed-
eration of Jammu, the janata Dal
(1), the Congress, the Nationalist
Congress Party, the Panun Kash-
mir, the Shiromani Akali Dal and
Shiv Sena. He will wrap up his vis-
it tomorrow after meeting with
other groups and political parties.
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By Our Special Correspondent

“Militants ggﬁntetd

SRINAGAR, MAY 31. Security forces
surrounding the Kharwar area in
South Kashmir today guietly lift-
ed the cordon around a mosque
in which four militants of the
pan-lslamic Lashkar-e-Taiha had
taken shelter, facilitating a safe
passage for the ultras.

On Wednesday, the secuarity
forces comprising personnel from
the Rashtriva Rifles, RSF and the
S0G threw a bianket around the
mosque after (he four ultras with-
drew inside. One army jawan and
a militant died in the shootour
and two others were injured. tiven
after the militants’ ammunition

was exhausted g the long ex-
change of five, the security forces
were  reluctant storm  the
mosqgue and flush out the ultras.
Senior officials who reached the
spot later also failed to reach a
consensus  on  entering  the
mosque.

Today, on the instructions of
the Chief Minister, Dr. Farooqg Ab-
dultah, the security forces lifted
the cordon and facilitated a safe
passage for the militants who es-
caped under the cover of dark-
ness. This was done to avoid a
sitnation which would have em-
barrassed the Centre’s interlocu-
twr on Kashmir, Me. K. C. Pant,
here on a six-day visit. However,

safe passage

officials were tightlipped over the
issue. There was no mention in
the daily bulletin of the police as
well. A report said the security
forces initially started shelling the
mosque but withdrew later. An-
other said the Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen and the Lashkar had denied
that the four militants had heen
given a safe passage and said they
had inflicted casualties on the se-
curity forces. before reaching
their hideout safely.

Meanwhile, 15 more persons,
including 11 militants and three
security force personnel were
killed in militancy-refared inci-

dents across the State since
Wednesday morning. P
- suld
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By \Xay Kumar

SRINAGAR, MAY 31. The Centre’s in-
terlocutor on Kashmir, Mr. K.C.
Pant, today visited Kargil and also
kept his date with the Awami Na-
tional Conference president and
former Chief Minister, Mr. G.M,
Shah,

My, Pant's keenly awaited 40-
minute meeting with Mr. Shah at
the latter’s heavily-guarded Mau-
lana Azad Road residence turned
out te be a damp squib. 1t was
clear the two leaders did not kit it
off well as Mr. Shah made no ef-
fort to hide his displeasure over
the remark of the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, that
Jammu and Kashmir remained an
integral part of India. The meet-
ng could not be held on Wednes-

. Pant keeps his date
with G. M. Shah

day as Mr. Pant’s return from Leh
was delayed by more than twe
hours. After the meeting, Mr.
Shah told medizpersons: “Mr.
laswant Singh has already made
the statement on Jammu and
Kashmir being an integral part of
India. What talks can be held
when there are such statements
being made from New Delhi? We
will talk to one who admits that
Kashmir is a problem.”

Gutlining his party's approach,
the former Chief Minister said he
favoured tripartite talks invalving
India, Pakistan and the people of
Kashmir. “Al} sohutions are there,
only the three parties have {o sit
together and find one.”

Mr. Shah said past efforts 1o
have bilateral tatks with Pakistan

The Centre’s interlocutor, Mr. K.C. Pant, with the former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mr. G.M. Shah, in Srinagar on
Thursday. -— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

had failed and cited the examples
of the Nehru-Liagat, Indira Gand-
hi-Zulfikar  Ali  Bhurtto, Rajiv
Gandhi-Benazir Bhutto, and Vaj-
payeg-Nawaz  Sharif meetings,

“As long as the three parties do ;

not hammer out a solution, Kash-

mir will be caught in the proxy |
war which will turn into a regular |
war and then into a nuclear war,”

the ANC leader said.

Even as Mr. Shah put across his
views, Mr. Panr remained com-
posed and said Mr, Shah was a
veleran politician fully conver-
sant with the Constitutional and
legal issues. “'I have taken note of
Mr. Shah's opinion. S0 many oth-
ers have also expressed such
opinion. This is only the begin-
ning of a process. We are not go-
ing to find a solution overnight,
the problem is complex and dia-
logue is the need of the hour.
Trust has to be carefully built up-
on,” he said.

[n Kargil, Mr. Pant met repre-
sentatives of a cross-section of
political parties, religious bodies
and asscciations. The over-
whelming opinion was that the
people wanted to be part and par-
cel of the State and were totally
against any division,

Prominent among those who
met Mr. Pant were the National
Conference Lok Sabha member,
Mr. Ghulam Hassan Khan, the
party MLA, Mr. Mohammad Ab-
bas, chief patron of the Imam
Khomeini Memorial Trust, Sheikh
Mohammad Hussain Zakirl, and
representatives of the Ladakh
Buddhist Association of Zanskar
and the Congress.

Mr. Ghulam Hassan, who vehe-
mently oppused the demand for a
Union Territory status for Ladakh,
described it as an attempt to di-
vide the Stare on communal lines,

Later talking to reporters, Mr.
Pant said that from his discus-
sions with various groups in Kar-
gil it was clear that the people
were keen on a rapid pace of de-
velopment. ““The Kargil war made
people aware of the hard condi-
tions of life in the region. Admost
all groups who met me waat com-
pletion of the runway of the air-
port, adequate water and power
and boost to the tourism.”



Aandits ask l/’ant
separate homelan:

The Times of India News Service
SRINAGAR: The Panun Kashmir, an
organisation consiituied by Kashmiri
Pandits after their mass exodus from
Kashrmir in 1990, has asked the Cen-
ire 1o create a separate homeland for
the displaced communiry to the north
and east of the Jhelum river with the
status of aUnion territory (UT).

A delegation of the Panun Kash-
mir, comprising three membets, met
K.C. Fant, the Centre’s interlocutor
en Kashmir, here on Wednesday and
conveyed their views to him.

Tualking to reporters here on Thurs-
day, the Panun Kashmir leaders said
if the UT was created, it would not be
subject to the “fetters” of Article 370
and would enjoy all benefits that oth-
er states enjoyed under the Consiitu-
tion of Indiz.

They said all Kashmiris, who have
faith in the Copstitution, shonld have
the right to settle in this land.

They said the Panun Kashmir was
firmly of the view that the secession-
ist movement in Kashmir had three
genres— secession from India and

merger with Pakistan, independence
and Article 370 and autonomy.

They said the Hindus of Kashmir
had an inalienable right on Kashmir
and that they exercised their right to
have and grow in Kashmir not on the
basis of the goodwill of the Muslims
of Kashmir, but as a fundamental
right by virtue of beirtg the aborigi-
nal natives of this land who have a
history of mote than 5 5,000 years of
continued cmhs al development
here. 5

The delegation cliose meet Mr
Pant here because this land belongs
to them. (ts members said that in no
way did they wapt to give an impres-
stop that their position vis-1-vis
Kashmir stood diluted due to the
tragic consequences of the mass exo-
dus from here.

The solution to this imbroglio,
they said, lay in the reorganisation of
the state. It would also empower
such groups in J&K which had been
marginalised and had refused to sub-
mit to the dictates of separatist poli-
tics.
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‘Shabir backs out

of | pjévﬁce

HT Correspondent
Srincgar, May 28

KC PANT landed in Srinagar as
the Centre’s representative for
talks with Kashmiri militants.
But Democratic Freedom Party
chief Shabir Shah, among the
few militant leaders who had
been willing to talk, backtracked.

“Let Pant first talk to his own
people,” Shah said, miffed at
Pant’s statement that he would
be talking to “his own people™
and that the invitation to Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf would not
affect talks with militants.

“1 am not one of his own peo-
ple,” Shah said at his party head-
quarters. “His own people are the
men from the Congress and
National Conference, who do not
challenge the accession. Let him
talk to them. And when he fin-
ishes, he should come to us.”

Shah said Pant’s statement was
bound to create misgivings among
the people. “I am a pro-freedom
leader, challenging the accession
of the State with India,” he
declared. Shah said Pant had not
got in touch with him. But if Pant
visits his home, he will treat him
as a guest and won't mind talking
to him informaliy:

“But for formal talks, which
can be held only at our party
headquarters, Pant has to come
with an open mind and a clear
agenda,” he said.

SANGH l.ABDS UCE END

THE SANGH Parivgr has lauded the
Centra's move ta end the unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir. According to
RSS leader Madan Das Devi, the
step was long due as a one-sided
ceasefire had become meaningless,
He also supported the Prime
Minister’s initiative to invite
General Pervez Musharraf for talks.
" HTC, New Delhi

Shah decried what he
described as widespread excess-
es, custodial killings and victim-
isation of innocent people at the
hands of security forces. It is not
possible to hold talks in such an
atmosphere, he said.

He appealed to Prime Minister
A B Vajpayee to restrain security
forces, Criticising the move to
call off the ceasefire, Shah said it
was paradoxical ro call off the
ceasefire on the one hand and
hold a dialogue on the other.

Shah sought the release of all
Kashmiri detainees and with-
drawal of the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act. “Dialogue needs
a congenial atmosphere”, he
said, "and Vajpayee should
ensure this atmosphere.”

However, he clarified that he
was not putting conditions for

dialogue. “'It is a me equest,”
Shah said.

> talks

Musharraf flexes
nuclear muscle

THREE YEARS to the day after
his nation first tested a nuclear
bomb, Pakistan's military ruler
on Monday urged nuclear scien-
tists to expand their research,
vowing to strengthen the nation’s

security
General Pervez Musharraf
said Pakistan's successful

nuclear tests in 1998 were
“momentous events in the histo-
ry of our nation”. The statement
comes days after Pakistan
responded positively to India’s
invitation to Gen, Musharraf for
talks on Kashmir.

Gen. Musharraf called en
nuclear scientists to “broaden
the base of scientific research so
that their work in the future is
more scientifically advanced,
technologically innovative and
economically cost effective”.

In an interview on Friday, Gen.
Rashid @Quereshi, Musharraf’s
chief spokesman, said the world
need not fear a nuclear war
between India and Pakistan,

“Pakistan understands, as I'm
sure does India, the destructive
power of these weapons whose
use would be unimaginable and
unacceptable,” he said.

AP Islamabad
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~ Take the High Road

As New Delhi prepares to spread out the welcome mat for Pervez
Musharraf, there is a marked divergence of views on how the operative
word is spelt. The noises being made by the visitor’s side — most notably
by high commissioner Ashraf Jehangir Qazi — suggest that they expect
‘welcome’ to be spelt with a capital ‘K’ for Kashmir. Though spokesper-
sons of the international community, from Bill Clinton to Kofi Annan,
have ruled against a plebiscite in the state, Pakistan continues 1o harp on
this single, outworn theme. In marked contrast, Prime Mimster
Vajpavee’s gracious [etter of invitation to Pakistan’s chief executive madc
no mention of either Kashmir, or of the related issue of provocative
cross-border terrorism. Indeed, the exemplary restraint of New Dethi’s
communique was noted with satisfaction by Islamabad. Regrettably,
however, the message between Lhe lines was misunderstood. The Indian
refusal to see Kashmir as a ‘core issue’ between Pakistan and itsell, arises
not from a blinkered approach to bilateral relations, but from a genuine
desire to eohance the scope for a mutually beneficial discourse.
Consequently, Kashmir cannot be the sole point on the Indian agenda in
the forthcoming talks. Unfortunately, the Pakistani military-bureaucratic
establishment has a vested interest in fostering tensions between India
and Pakistan, a mission in which it also has the suppext of the Pakistanj’
clergy and the extremist militias. A\ {

In reality, Kashmir is a symptom of the feudal obscurantism of the Pgk-
istani ruling class. It is a diversion from the larger issues of economic akd
political stagnation in Pakistan. There is increasing evidence Lo believe
though that Pakistan’s rulers cannot count on international support for
their cause — China, in view of Tibet, Russia because of Chechenya, and
the US, in the light of its policy imperatives in the Balkans and elsewhere,
are no longer intcrested in changing the status quo in Kashmir. In other
words, the Indian stress at the forthcoming talks will have to be on the
future benefits of a reconciliation between India and Pakistan. Energy is
a major area of cooperation, especially given the importance of the
proposed cil pipeline linking india and Pakistan. Other obvious common
lterests are trade, joint ventures, common market and people to people
contacts with the consequent expansion of bilateral tourism. With
imagipation, India’s grand offer of reconciliation can match
Willy Brandt's Ostpolirk. For all this, it is almost certain that the
Pakistani leadership would harp only on Kashmir, which would
merely serve to isolate them further in international public opinion.
In contrast, Mr Vajpayee’s latest diplomatic offensive adds to his already
considerable international stature — the Lahore bus trip, his restraint
during the Kargil war, his iniliative on non-initiation of hostilities in
Kashmir and now his invitation to General Musharraf would
undoubtedly rank as statesmanly gestures. Mr Vajpayee should 1ake this
further and spell out to the Pakistani leaderhis vision of Indo-Pakistan
reconciliation and cooperation and how W can simultaneously restore
Pakistan’s international image as well a8 rescue it from the economic
mire in which it is caught. Let the Delhgsummit be the starting point of a
sustained peace offensive by [ndia.
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‘Enter Mus

Brajesh
stays,
in both
posts

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Dethi, May 23: Setting at
rest speculation raging for mo-
nths, the government today an-
nounced that the Prime Minis-
ter's principal secretary, Brajesh
Mishra, will also continue to hold
the post of the national security
adviser till the new National Se-
curity Courncil (NSC)is firmly in
place.

“The NSC is stil} in a forma-
tive stage. The Prime Minister is
incharge of the NSC and it is best
at thisstage that the principal sec-
retary continues as the NSA,” de-
fence minister Jaswant Singh
said after the 135-page report of
the group of ministers on nation-
al security was released. When
the NSC becomes fully functional,
the two posts would be segregat-
ed, Singh said.

A decision on the appointment
of the chief of defence staff to
serve as a single-point military
adviser to the government on
strategic forces will be “taken
soon” after Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee holds consulta-
tions with various political par-
ties, home minister L.K. Advani
said after releasing the report.

The decision to allow Mishra
to continue as the NSA, even if te-
mporarily, is a double-edged one:
it staves off’ the pressure from the
Sangh for his head and gives Vaj-
payee enough ground to justify
Mishra's continuance as his prin-
cipal secretary a post more im-
portant from his viewpoint. The
RSS has demanded Mishra’s exit
from the Prime Minister’s Office
on the argument that he was “in-
competent” and that he was not
 an elected representative of the
people and, therefore, not “suffi-
cienily accountabie”,

But BJP sources said Mishra’s
job as NSA would be a “loken”
one, given that Advaui and K.C.
Pant, the adviser on Kashmir, ha-
ve virtually taken aver the han-
dling of the state. The decision to
call off the ceasefire itself, said so-
urces, was an indication of which
way the “wind was blowing”.

They said the “moderate” app-

roach advocated hy the Vaipayee- |

Mishra combine had ceased to
work and, henceforth, Sangh
hardliners were expected to play
a “crucial” role in shaping the
Kashmir policy

Af various news conferences,
including some addregsed by the
sarsanghehalak, K.S. Sudarshan,
the Sangh has dropped enough
hints that Mishra and N.K. Singh
should go. Singh went and if was
expected that after his departure
the hardliners would he silenced.
Pant's appointment as Kashmir
adviser was a signal that Mishra’s
clout was diminishing.
% See Paged

FROM PRANAY SHARMA,
CHANDAN NANDY AND
MUKHTAR AHMAD

May 23: Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee today sprung
a suyrprise by inviting Pak-
istan’s chief executive Pervez
Musharraf to Delhi for talks
to settle outstanding issues,
including Kashmir:

The decision came hand in
hand with the announcemen of
withdrawing the six-month
ceasefire in Kashmir:

“A gratifving feature of these
last six months has been relative
peace along the Line of Control
on account of restraint exercised
by both sides,” a statement issued
by the government said.

"There has been also consider-
able lowering of cross-L.oC excha-

/\ '
the Cabinet Committee oh §ecuri-

ty, chaired by Vajpavee, fdreign
and defence minister Jajwant
Singh said: “In pursuance &f the
Lahore Declaration and the Simla
Agreement, Prime Minister Vaj-
pavee has decided to invite Gener-
al Musharraf to visit India at his
early convenience. A formal invi-
tation will be delivered shortly.”

Singh said the stalled eight-
point agenda “can be the starting
point” for talks with Musharraf.
“The composite dialogue agenda
provides the framework for ta-
iks,” he sald. Singh was not prepa-
red to say whether Kashrmir could
form part of the proposed discus-
sions, but the agenda he spoke of
contains the issue.

Vajpayee's last peace initiative
in February 1998, when he rode
the peace bus to Lahore, ended in

ard, the government
has decided it will
continue tc observe
maximum restraint
as hitherto,” it added.

nge of fire. In this reg- [

1 disasteras within mo-
nths the Kargil war
broke out. The bus
was in the news today,
ton. when passengers
escaped unhurt after

Vajpayee’s bold it careened out of con-
initiative in inviting E trol in Punjab,
Musharraf to Delhi is ’ After the Kargil
cieverly balanced with _ conflict. India began
hisdecision tocaltoff | to argue that it will
the ceasefive. India |Pakistan said it not be able to resume
had maintained that it | would respond dialoone with Pak-
would not return to | positively to tndia’s | istan unless [slam-
the talks tahle with |decision to invite abad makes its inten-
Pakistah unlesslstam- | Musharrat (above). | tions about peace
abad “created the | “Pakistan witl clear. The fact that the
right atinosphere” by | respond posftively | Nawa.Sharif govern-
withdrawing its sup- | ifand whenit{the | mentwasoverthrown
port to terrorists who [ invitation}is re~ in the next few mo-
were Jaunching their | ceived,”the forelgn | nths and replaced by
battle against India | secretary was Musharraf’s regime
from Pakistani soil. quoted as saying. | — the man Delhi

Calling off the blames for the misery
ceasefire will help in in Kargil -- only

taking care of possible adverse
dornestic reaction to the decision
to invite Musharraf as it will indi-
cate that the government is giving
a free hand to the security forces
te tackle militancy There has
been growing pressure fron the
Sangh parivar and BJP hardiin-
ers wha felt that the ceasefire was
blunting counter-terrorism oper-
ations.

After an hour-long meeting of

strengthened India’s argument.
While this had gone down well
with the infernational communi-
ty, over the past few months key
world players have become a little
restive at what many have been
describing in private as India’s
obduracy. The diplomat in Vaj-
payee realised that the outside
world wanted India to show much
more flexibility The politician in
him used if at a time when theral-

harr

Vajpayee stands near Mina

ing coaiition looks increasingly
besieged from within,

By breaking the ceasefire in
Kashmir, Vajpayee is signalling
that he is not going soft or making
any compromises on the nation's
unity and integrity.

The basis for calling off the
ceasefire is the assessment that,
over the past six months, militant
groups neither saw reason, nor
recognised the imperatives of
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Scam grounds Air-India m:

FROM JAYANTA ROY
CHOWDHURY

New Delhi, May 23: Air-India
managing director Michael P
Mascarenhas was today suspend-
ed and his deputy JN. Gogol
asked to take over the job.

Mascarenhas, who has long
been under a cloud over a slew of
deals, has been suspended on the
basis of g vigilance report which
indicts him for favouring Air-
India's former general sales agent
in the United Kingdom, Welcome
Travels, with larger than permit-
ted commissions in the form of in-
centives.

An internal note says the repo-
rt has found a “conspiracy to und-
nly favour Welcome Travels” and
“there is a gemiine apprehension
of tampering with documents. As
such, it was also decided that
Mascarenhas and PK. Sinha, re-
gional director, India, be placed

under suspension.”

The AirIndia chief
is being accused of
having paid Welcome
Travels £725,000 beyond
what the company was
suppesed to have rece-
ived. Not only was this
firm paid undue
commissions termed
productivity-linked in-
centives over and above
the normal rates, it also
took incentive cuts on tickets sold
by AlrIndia’s own offices
in the Londen sector:

Incentives were negotiated
without permission from the airli-
ne’s board of directors and were
being paid on gross, and not net,
revenues as contracted, civil avia-
tion ministry officials said.

They claimed that the suspen-
sion orders were issued today
after the charges were confirmed
by three sets of reports — pre-

Mascarenhas

pared by M.B. Sagar; act-
ing chief vigitance offi-
cer, the comptroller and
auditor general of India
and by VK, Verma, Air-
India's director, corpo-
rate affairs.

Mascarenhas had
earlier come under a
cloud over an aircraft
wetlease thired with
erew) deal he had signed
with an unknown com-
pany called Caribjet which tipped
the country’s national carrier
into the red.

AirIndia ran upa Rs 321-crore
1nss during a three-year period by
flying wetieased planes, renied
on terms loaded in favour of leas-
ing companies.

A special audit probe conduct-
ed by the government had.re-
vealed that “wet-lease losses have
constituted over 45 per cent of
total losses run up by the national
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kistan, where Pakistan had been conceived, during his visit to Lahore in 19989, (AFP)

ilogue and cocperation
nued with the violence.
phase, therefore, is now
se terrorist groups have
the restoration of
ereafter, security forces
such action against ter-
they judge best, They
process, continue to ex-
ximum care that no ha-
is caused to civilians,”
iment statement said.

araja

ween fiscal vears 19%4-
97-1998".
ort said the cost of the
ase deal signed by Air-
Caribjet for two Air-
i November 1994 was
by the airline’s then
1 director, Michael
1as, by $157 per block
1 worked out to a total
xayout of Rs3.37 crore,
s also done by the aiy-
rement without refer-
board. The total rent
worked out to $1.72 mil-
2 a month, which was
ithe $1.62 million quot-
al bidder that was re-

n was taken against
as on the basis of this
site the fact that the
ire far more serious
e ran far higher than
nich he has now been

But the government said the
“dialogue process initiated by the
Prime Minister under (Planning
Commission deputy chairman)
¥.C. Pant shall cantinue unhin-
dered”. Singh again invited “all
sections in Jammu and Kashmir
tojoin the dialogue”, but wasnon-
committal when asked whether
the government would allow the
All-Party Hurriyvat Conference to
visit Islamabad. The invitation

to Musharral now takes centre-
stage, rendering the Hurriyat's
insistence on being allowed to
visit Pakistan a non-issue,
Hurriyat chairman Abdul
Gani Bhat ridiculed the ceasefire
withdrawal, saying none “ever ex-
isted on the ground”, but struck a
maore positive note ¢n the invita-
tion to Musharraf. “This is abig
change which will lead to some
change,” he said in Srinagar.

§ &re IVITROD Tuf Luntou, e ==~
5 drain for East comer of 44 l

afalakhal and constn. of nume

rpss the Moorum Fload_to
ligurgachak, Haldia in the dist.

al the ostd. vale of As
noney of Rs 10,3368/ and 3
npletion. Last daie r.\il appl. is
nders o be submitted by
J.m. at the office of EX. gngr.f
stn, bvn. No. |, 139/C, Bidhan
atz—-i. The tender is 8is0

Himes.com.

o e Ceanasaiaor |} |

West Bengal Healt

The Government of india has rece'wgeg a

Ph. # 033-357 779

INVITATION FOR BIDS - NATIONAL COM

credit from the internatwona{ Qevg

ems Development Project

{ West Bengal
Kolkata - 700 091,

h Syst
Government o

.29, Sector-V, Salt Lake,
G a57 1 0/3245/2713 Eax # 357

PETITIVE BIODING J:1

fopment Assoctation IoWR

Date : 23.05.2001
No. : 02/2001

rds the cost of the



kReconsmer decision on
.+ ceasefire: Shabir Shah”|

By Our Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR, MAY 28. The Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party chief, Mr. Shabir Shah, to-
day urged the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to reconsid-
cr the decision of withdrawing the
ceasefire, stop human rights vio-
lations in the State and withdraw
the Disturbed Area Act and the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act
before starting the peace process.
However, he said was willing to
meet the Government negotiator,
Mr. K. C. Pant, informally.

Maintaining that confidence-
building measures {CBM) were
nccessary for creating a condu-
cive atmosphere for tatks on
Kashmir, Mr. Shah told pressper-
sons today that rampant crack-
downs, house-to-house searches,
arrests and frisking of bus passen-
gers, hesides custodial killings at
the hands of security forces
should end immediately.

Though Mr. Shah was not in-
sisting on these measures as a
pre-condition, “it is important to
realise that an atmosphere has to
be created.” If there were hurdles
in pursuing democratic activities
like holding public meetings and
demonstrations as was the case in
Putwama, talks were not possible.
Mr. Shah also urged the Govern-
ment to release 4000 Kashimniri
youth languishing in various jails.

On talks with Mr. Pant, current-
ly on a six-day visit to Kashmir,
the JKDFP chiet said “let him first
talk to his own pecople, then we
will see.” “llis own people” were
those from the National Confer-
ance, the Congress, the BIP. the

The JKDFP leader, Mr. Shabir Shah, along with Moulana
Abdullah Tarl, addressing mediapersons in Srinagar on the
eve of Mr. K. C. Pant’s visit. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

CPI (M} and the People’s Demo-
cratic Party who did not challenge
the accession of the State, He ex-
pressed his willingness to meet
Mr. Pant informally during the
course of which he would raise is-
sues relating to CBM.

“Agar woh hamarey ghar atey
hain to ham unhe mehmaan ki
hasiyat se welcome karengey” (if
he comes to my house, [ will wel-
come him as a guest), Mr. Shah
said. By inviting Pakistan’s Chief
executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,

for talks, Mr. Vajpavee had ac- :
cepted that Pakistan could not be |
ignored. Mr. Shah said he would
start his 11-day tour of Jammu
from May 31, which was part of
his exercise to take the people of
all the regions into confidence,
Army officer killed

Militants detonated an impro-
vised explosive device near Sopo-
re in which a Major and a woman
were killed and seven others in- |
jured. Three school children were
injured i another blast.
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/S/TRATEGY IN KASHMIR

X ‘7" Appealing to divergent audiences?

T is difficult not to harbour reservations over the new
strategy in J&K because the two faces reflect a cluttered
mind. What is billed as a major initiative for peace seems at
variance with the scrapping of the cease-fire, even though the
latter was only partially successful. Sure there is cause to
welcome the chance of reviving the bilateral dialogue with
Pakistan, but it must be emphasised that Pervez Musharraf
was the first to make the offer. India had insisted that the
right climate for talks be created by Pakistan ending support
to militancy. Has that climate been created? Not if the
reasons advanced for scrapping the cease-fire are valid. It is

- India, not Pakistan, that has shifted its posture. Even while
- appreciating the prospects of high-level political interaction,

-it must be underscored that in the absence of solid prepa-

ratory groundwork a Vajpayee-Musharraf summit would be

as much use as the bus ride to Lahore. The spin doctors of

South Block would be putting out the line of a “great initia-

tive,” hopefully it will not fizzle out a gimmick. The patential

for a breakthrough would have been epharnced had the cease-

fire been extended. 1

A certain inconsistency in approac also evident. The/:
military go-slow, and the subsequent attympt to open a &ia-
logue with the secessionist forces had sen) out a signal, that

Pakistan was not the sole factor in the ejuation. That ap-

proach will he diluted now, not because of talks with Pakis-

tan's chief executive but because it was the cease-fire that
~contributed to some elements displaying an inclination te
- negotiate. To say that the process had made.no headway
i would be Incorrect, what more could have heen expected in
- such a short period? The government says that K C Pant will
continue his efforts, but the main focus now lies elsewhere,
and the role of the representatives of the Kashmiri people —
even if the claims to represent them are questionable —
appears diminished.

Was there such deterioration in the ground situation that
the cease-fire had te be abandoned? True there had been no
Iet-up in militancy after India’s unilateral Ramzan offer, but
recent weeks have not been witness to any higher levels of
violence. Remember that the army chief himself had stated
that even during the cease-fire his men were not sitting back
and allowing militants to take control. The respite was not
fruitless. The shelling across the LoC had tapered off and
border villages breathed easy, and in the interior too the local
populace was relieved by the lifting of excessive security
restrictions. Will those happy developments continue now
that the cease-fire is “off”. It would be a pity if Kashmiris
continue to suffer while the government seeks brownie points
from abroad, and tries to refurbish its image in its own haw-
kish domestic constituency. The risk of trying to appeal to
such divergent audiences is the possibility of a “no show”. The
greater risk is if we have allowed ourselves to be talked into
participation in George Bush’s new gameplan over China an
| + Musharraf is being summoned to receive an ultimatum.
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Sourabh Shukla ¢
Nete Delhi, May 26 /}

BARELY 24 hours after
Delhi delivered a formal infita-
tion to Islamabad for an Indo\Pak
summit. the High Commissioner
of Pakistan to India. Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi, hax lorcefully
reiterated his country’s demand
for a plebiscite in Kashmir

In an exclusive interview o
Hindustan Times, the Pak envoy
made it clear that Islamabad's
wiltingness for a hilateral dia-
logue did not signify any change
in its fundamental position on
the issue. “What we have in
mind,” he emphasised, “is the
implementation of the UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions tor a set-
tlement acceptable to a majority
in Jammu and Kashmir.”

Mincing no words, QQazi
declared: “A plebiscite is what we
have in mind. It did not happen
earlier because India did not
agree to it.” He said the 1999
Lahore Peclaration and the 1972
Simla Pact did not contradict the
position that J&K had to decide
its final disposition in favour cof
'ndia or Pakistan in accordance
with the mechanism laid down in
the UN resolutions.

The generally soft-spoken
envoy’s observations on Kashmir
are reminiscent of the position
Pakistan had taken in earlier
rounds of bilateral negotiations.
The then Pak foreign secretary
Shahrvar Khan’s much-hyped
1994 talks with his Indian coun-
terpart, J N Dixit, had broken

ak dro

ps bombshell,
lebiscite in J&K

PAKISTAN TO CONSULY JEHADI
GROUPS DN MUSHARRAF ViSIT

PAKISTAN ON Saturday expressed
satistaction at the tone and tenor
of Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's letter to Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, saying it had no
“painful references or irritants”.
Musharraf who met senior officials
and advisors soon after the letter
was delivered, ordered consufta-
tions with hardline religious and
jehadi groups opposed 1o talks.

A Pakistan infarmatian ministry
spokesman said Friday night a
reply to the letter would be deliv-
ered to India in two or three days.

Besides drafting the response,
Musharraf instru-cted his senior
officials to begin consultations
with ieaders of various religious
parties, militant groups and
‘Centre-Right intellectuats and
senior journalists about the broad
agenda that could form part of the
framework of taiks, the gfficial
said.

PTI, Islan:labad

down amid identical hyperbole.
A few weeks later, Parliament
passed a resolution reaftirming
Kashmir's status as an integral
part of India.

Coming ahead of a lormal
acceptance by Gen. Perverz
Musharraf of Vajpayee's carefui-
l¥-worded invite, Qazi's com-
ments seemed a preview of sorts
of the position Islamabad might
take at the proposed summit. On

Pak envoy Ashraf Jehangir Qazi

the Hurriyat's invelvement in
the talks on Kashmir the Pak
envoy strongly pitched for a tri-
lateral process involving India,
Pakistan and the multi-party
conglomerate dominated by Pak-
inclined outfits. “We support the
inelusion of Hurriyat,” he
remarked, adding, “It may not be
that they all sit on the same table.
But a guarantee should be there
to enable participation of the
organisation that represents the
interest of the Kashmiri people.”

The Pak envoy did not stop at
this. He said the K C Pant-led dia-
logue initiative was flawed
because it treated the Hurriyat at
par with other Kashmiri groups
known for toeing New Delhi's
line. Qazi insisted that any settle-
ment has to be acceptable to the
Kashmiri people.

Full text of interview on Pageg/
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A FEEL-THE-PULSE MISSION

. Pant to visit J&K

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 26. Ihe Centre’s designated interloc-
utor for Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. 'K.C. Pant, is
scheduled to visit the troubled State for four days,
beginning on Monday. The details of the mission are
being kept somewhat guarded, but indications are
that, among others, Mr. Pant would hold discussions
with Mr. Shabir Shah, president of the Jammu Kash-
mir Democratic Freedum Party. However, the All-
Party Hurrivat Conference is adamant not 1o enter
inte a dialogue with Mr. Pant, who is also scheduled
to visit Jammu and Ladakh.

Notwithstanding the high-intensity bilateralism
involved in the Prime Minister, Mr, Atal Behari Vaj-
pavee’s invitation to the Pakistani Chief Executive,
Gen, Pervez Musharraf, 10 visit India, the Pant mis-
sion will seek to reaffirm its relevance during the
visit,

The initial reaction {rom the Valley, in particular,
is that while it is just as well that ndia would be
talking to Pakistan, there is no dilution in the as-
sertion that the "“people of Kashmir” cannot be kept
out of the picture. For about a decade, the rhetoric in
ihe Valley has centred around “freedom struggle”.
The Pant mission has the potential of addressing
that perception. According to many analysts, the
challenge before Mr. Pant is to convince the people
in the troubled State that his mission is not yet an-

Meet likely in July

NEW DELHI, MAY 26. The proposed summit meeting
between the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and Pakistan’s military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, is likely to take place in early Tuly,
highly-placed sources said today.

They said the Prime Minister would be under-
going knee surgery operation on June 7 and he
might take a week's time to recover. Hence. the
talks would in all probability tzke place in early
Juty, the sources said, adding New Delhi was
awaiting a response from Islamabad.

The British High Commissioner to India, Sir Rob
Young, called on the Union Home Minister, Mr.
L.X. Advani, and appreciated India’s offer for talks
with Pakistan. — PTI

e pdsi~tldothas, programme. — PTI

7

other Centre stratagem to filibuster the ‘movement’.

Mr. Pant is proceeding on the principle that nei-
ther the calling off of the “ceasefire’” nor the pro-
posed summit has in any way made the role of the
designated interlocutor redundant. The idea is to
open a dialogue with various groups and individuals
from both sides of the secessionist/accessionist di-
vide to assess in a comprehensive and composite
manner the nature ot the ‘aspirations’ of the peaple
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Moreover, Mr. Vajpayee’s invitation (o Gen. Mush-
arraf takes care of the refrain in the secessionist rhet-
oric that Pakistan had to be involved in any “lasting
solution”; in addition, it is possible for Mr. Pant 10
inieiate a dialogue with all those groups and individ-
uals who otherwise would have been willing 1o talk
to the Centre's authorised negotiator but were reluc-
tant 10 do so because of the fear of incurring Pakis-
tan’s anger. Talking to Mr. Pant may not be such an
act of “‘betrayal” now that New Delhi is willing to sit
across the table with Gen. Musharraf.

‘Third option not workable’

ISLAMABAD, MAY 26, The Pakistan High Commissione
to India, Mr. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, has said that th
third option of granting independence to Kashmii
ather than the proposals for its accession to India o
Pakistan, is not ‘workable’ as it is not part of th
United Nations resolutions on Kashmir.

“Pakistan’s stand on the Kashmir dispute is stil
based on the U.N. resolutions. For Pakistan, the res
olutions are still valid and if all the parties agree tc
any third option of independent Kashmir, this op-
tion would have to be made part of the UN resolu
tions,” Urdu newspaper Jang loday quoted him a:
saving. The U.N. Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan
had during his visit to Pakistan earlier this vear, saic
the resolutions on Kashmir were no more relevani
and India and Pakistan should setile the issue in
accordance with the spirit of the Shimla Accord and
the Lahore Declaration.

Mr. Qazi told ‘Aaj Tak’ that India should not im-
pose any pre-conditions for the talks, look beyond
Kargil episode and adopt a “sincere’” approach to-
wards resolving the Kashmir issue. “‘Both sides
should look towards the future instead of raking up
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Pant defen(;fs .
two-track ™\
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 25

DAYS BEFORE his maiden peace
mission to Kashmir as Delhi’s
emissary, Planning Commissicn
Deputy Chairman KC Pant today
reiterated the Government’s two-
track policy formaulation to
resolve the tangle.

“Bilateral talks with Pakistan
and dialogue with the Kashmiri
people would be undertaken
simultaneously to bring about
peace,” he told reporters here
this afternoon.

The interlocutor, who is slated
to visit Srinagar apart from
Jammu and l.adakh during his
six-day peace mission, is likely to
leave for the State’s summer cap-
ital early next week.

He maintained that the Prime
Minister’s new initiative to
engage Pakistan’s military ruler
in a dialogue would not affect the
peace talks with Kashmiri sepa-
ratist leaders. He asserted that
the unilateral six-month cease-
fire had been called off after seri-
ous thought. It had failed to
achieve desired results, he
explained. Replying to a query
regarding the Hurriyat Confer-
ence’s participation in talks,
Pant said it was for the Hurriyat
leadership to decide.

“I have formally invited them
along with three other separatist
organisations apart from other
strands of public opinion. The
Hurriyat has not formally
responded to my invitation,” he
said.

Asked whether representa-
tives of Kashmiri Pandits would
be part of the dialogue process,
he said many other groups,
including the Pandits, would be
invited in the second phase.

“In the first round, we have

invited elected representatives
apart from four other separatist
organisation,” he said. The Cen-
tre's emissary indicated that he
would also make an in-depth
study of the prevailing economic
situation in J&K besides working

out parameters of several
schemes to ensure employment
for the youth. “I have already set
up task forces within the Com-
mission itself towards thatend,”
he added.

The BJP today asked the Hur-
riyvat Conference to present its
case before Pant and stop rooting
for tripartite talks invelving
India, Pakistan and itself, adds
PTI

Welcoming Home Minister LK
Advani’'s statement ruling out
any role for Hurriayat in the
Indo-Pak talks, BJP general sec-
retary Narendra Modi accused
the Hurriyat of projecting itself
as the sole representative of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
when the “ground reality is oth-
erwise.”

Modi said the Hurriyat, like
any group in the State, was free
to send its suggestions to t
Centre through Pant.
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‘Russia hails
invitation to
Musharraf

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 25. Russia has ap- |

preciated India’s decision to in-
vite the Pakistan’s military ruler,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to New
IDelhi. “We hope for an carly re-
sumption of political dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan in the
spirit of the Simla Accord and the
Lahore Declaration,” the Russian
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment.

Moscow, which in the past wel-
comed Tndia's repeared extension
of unilateral ceasefire in Kashmir.
praised India for consistent ef-
forts to improve relations with Pa-
¥istan, The imvitation to Gen.
Musharraf “could be seen in the
context of India’s recent efforts to
ease tension and promote the at-
mosphere of trust in relations be-
tween India and Pakistan.”

Annan welcomes
India’s offer

GENEVA, MAY 25. The United Na-
tions Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, has welcomed the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payec’s invitation to the Pakistan
Chief Lxecutive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, for talks and said he
was encouraged that Islamabad
responded pasitively to it

“He believes that a mceeting
now al the highest level would
further ease the tensions in the
region and facilitate resumption
of a sustained dialogue which is
very much in the long-term infer-
ests of both countries,” Mr. An-
nan’s spokesman said.

‘An encouraging sign’

The British Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Robin Cook, said: "It is encourag-
ing that the Indian Government
has announced that it will contin-
uc its dixlogue with a range of
Kashmiri opinion.”” — PTI, UNI

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 25. The much-
awaited Invitation from New
Delhi was delivered to Pakistan's
military establishment today,
even as the Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, was
being bombarded with advice
from all sides — almost as if the
package came marked ‘Caution,
handle with care’.

Everyone who is anyone in
the ilitant, religions, political
or medija circles has sotme
counsel for the Chief Executive.
‘The overwhelming view is that
he must tread carefully.

Otlywise, he could go the

|

|

Hurriyat has no role in

By Oug Special Correspondent

NEW DELH. MAY 25. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today lashed out at
the Hurrivat and the Taliban, tell-
ing the Hurrivat plainty that there
was o role for it in the proposed

. dialogue with Pakistan as tripar-

|

!

|

|
|

tite 1alks was unacceptable to In-
dia. The party criticised the
measures taken by the Taliban
taking Afghanistan towards "'reli-
gious apartheid.”

I a statement, Mr. Narendra
Modi, BIP general secretary and
spokesperson, said if the Hurriyat
had anything to say on the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue, it
should make its views known to

Mr K.C. Pant, government author-
ised interlocutor.

The party's charge was that the
Hurriyat had lost touch with real-
ity, was not able to gauge the new
mood of the people in the Valley
in favour of peace, and that it was
mistaken it L thaught space given
to it by the media could help it
win the hearts of the people.

The BIP rcjected the charge
made by the Congress leader, Mr,
Salman Khussheed, while talking
to journalists in London, that the
Vajpayee Government was not
consulting the opposition on cru-
cial decisions on Kashmir. Mr.
Modi said that Mr, Vajpayec had
assiduously tried to build & na-

Indo-Pak. talks: BJP "

tional consensus on Kashmir and ™
that Mr. Khursheed was guilty of |
trving to create an [mpression
that there was disagreement.

The spokesperson alleged that
the new laws heing enforced in
Afghanistan  making non-Mus-
lims wear vellow clothing and al-
so force them to mark their
homes was & dangerous move to-
wards “religious apartheid.” It
was @ ‘criminal move” and was
“against humaniry,” he added.

Significantly, he noted that the
Afghan  website, dharb&cyber-
nel.pk was an address in Pakis-
tan, once again establishing
Pakistan's close links with the Ta- .
[ityan.

We remain relevant: Lone

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi, MAY 25. Senior Hurrivat leader, Mr. Abdul
Gani Lone, today castigaled the Union Home Min-
ister, Mr. L.K. Advani, for “ruling cut” a mediatory
role for the All-Party Hurriyat Conference. "Where
have we said that we wanted to mediate between
India and Pakistan? All we have said — and say it
again — is that we can help create a conducive
atmosphere for the success of New Delhi's peace
initiative,” Mr, Lone said.

At the same time, Mr. Lone rejected the suggesti-
on that there could be a convergence of approaches
between Mr. Advani and Syed Ali Shah Geelani, two
‘hard-liners' reinforcing each other’s exireme views
and constituency. "Mr. Geelani is honest in his
views and says what he means; Mr. Advani is simply
sabotaging his Prime Minister’s peace politics,” Mr.
Lone said. :

Not bothered with the power games in New Delhi,
Mr. Lone reiterated that any attemnpt to bypass the
APHC — recognised by the Organisation of Islamic
Countries, including Pakistan — as the “true repre-
sentative of the people of Jammu and Kashmir”
would not pay any peace dividends.

Talking te The Hindu, Mr. Lone made a reason-
ably convincing case as to why the APHC thinks it is
entitled 1o call itself the “sole” or “true” represen-

Caution, the buzzword in Pak.

tative of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. “We
articulate the pain and sufferings of the people of |
Kashmir; we see the Faroog Abdullah Government
as one in a long line of regimes New Delhi had
imposed on the people of Kashmir; Dr. Abdullah
had a historic opportunity to align himself with the
people of Kashmir, but he chose to side with those
who perpétrate atrocities on the people of Kashmir. |
Naturally, this Government lacks legitimacy.” J

Mr. Lone went on to argue that even the military
regime in Pakistan would noi be able to ignore the
Hurriyat, noi withstanding the attraction of bilater-
alism. “Without an endorsement from the Hurriyat
leadership, no peace package can be sold to the
people of Pakistan. No regime — military or civilian
— can take the risk of ditching the representatives
of people of Jammu and Kashmir. Statesmanship in
New Dethi and Islamabad requires taking account
of this reality,” he said. I
f

The Hurriyat leader acknowledged that perhaps
both New Delhi and Islamabad were responding to |
gentle pressure from the friendly international
community, but he asserted that the same interna-
tional opinion recognises the centrality of the peo-
ple of Kashmir to any lasting resolution of the
Kashmir problem. The chailenge is to devise ways
and means of accommodate this centrality,

Nawaz Sharif way. There have
been complaints galore. Some
have taken exception to the
unilateral announcement of the
acceptance of the offer without
taking the ‘nation’ inte
confidence.

While the militant groups
denounced it as yet another
gimrnick and advised him to
reject it outright, the All-Parry
Hurrivat Conference (APHC) is
sulking.

Perhaps it has good reason
after the Pakistan Foreign
Minister. Mr. Abdul Satrar,
dashed hopes of a tripartite
dialogue by suggesting that the
idea did not emanate from

[slamabad. APHC leaders of the
Pakistan chapter, Mr. Ghulam
Muhammad Safi and Prof.
Ashral Sarraf, are fecling left
out.

‘They have urged the
Government to take the
Kashmiri leadership into
confidence on the Indian invite
and urge New Delhi o allow
participation of the Kashmiri
leadership in the talks.

The duo is of the view that by
offering ralks only to Pakistan,
India is trying Lo create a rift
between Kashmiris and
Pakistan.

He was quoted in the Urdu
papers as saying that the

Hurrivat had foiled the “Indian
conspiracy” by refusing talks
without participation of Pakistan
and the military Government
should reciprocate the gesture,
Mainstream parties have
welcomed New Delhi’s
invitation but with the condition
that the military Government
take them into confidence.

The acting president of the
Pakistan Muslim League
{Nawaz), Mr. Javed Hashmi, has
asserted that before holding
talks, Gen. Musharraf would
have 1o take all parties into
confidence. His contention is
that the nation would not
accept any individual decigion
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NEW DELHL, MAY 24. A senior Hurcivat leader and it
former chairman, Maulvi Umar Farcog, had a moeet-
ing with the Pakistani High Commissioner, Mr. Ash-
raf Jehangir Qazi, and is believed to have discussed
the implications of the Centre's latest move in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Later, the Mirwaiz told e fHindu
that the Vajpayvee Governiment's latest initintive was
a "welcome move

Al s meeting with the Pakisiani envoy, the Mir-
waiz is believed to have shared his views and prob-
ably got an ndication of lslumabad's inital reaction
to the Vajpayee Govermment's move. The meeting
was intended to convey the message that there con-
tiruies to be a convergence of perceptions hetween
Pakistan und the All-Party Hurrivat Conference
(APHC] and, more particulatly, that the bilateralism
between New Delhi and Islamabad would not neces-
sarily leave APHC in o limbo,

By Our Special Correspandeat

the £

‘The Mirwaiz is of the view thar while it is a positive
development that India and Pakistan should pet
ing across the table butivsists that “at tnd of ihe
day. the negotiation table has accounmodare
Kashmiria,

For now)

the formal_gew would cotne only after

Feos

APHC leader m?ets Pak envoy

the Hurriyvat executive meats ina few days time, bt
the APHC is taking the view that in any tripartite
problem it is not necessary that all the three parties
showld 1alk at the same time; “any two parfics con
talk, and the third party van corne in at a later stage”,
argues the Minvaiz,

This very line of argument is being taken up by the
designated interlocutor, Mr. K.C, Pant, who has as-
serted that there 1s no contradiction between the
Centre's deciston o call off the “ceasefire” and the
continuation of the dialogue process. Mr. Pant does
ot believe that his mission has been undermined in
any way. and he hopes to visic Janumy and Kashmir
shortly, " One process {dialogue) is aimed at restora-
tion of pracve while another fcalling off the ceasefire)
is getting tough with those who tueaten it says Mr
Pant.

However, Mr. Pant does not believe that in the
light of the Centre's latest inttiative there is any need
o issue o fresh invitation to the APH The APHC

— s so far not replicd formally to Mr. Pany, bt has

publicly ridicuted his mission.

The Contre’'s hope iy that the proposed Vaipavee-
Musharral meeting would generate sufficient mo-
mentum which should entice the various separatist
roups which want to interact with the Dant mission,



< No role for Hurr

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 24. A day after the
Vajpayee government invited Pa-
kistan'’s chief executive, Genecal
Pervez Musharraf, for talks and
called off the ceasefire, the Union
tHome Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
today asserted that the peace ini-
tiative in Jammu and Kashmir
would continue,

“The moratorium on pro-active
actton against militants in Kash-
mir has ended but the peace ini-
tiative has not ended,” Mr.
Advani told reporters here.

The decision to revoke the cea-
sefire and invite Gen. Musharraf
was part of a “carefully crafted
strategy’’ evolved aver the past
two months, he said and categor-
icaily ruled our any intermediary
role for the All-Party Hurnyat
Conference in talks with Pakistan.
“India will have direct talks with
Pakistan. For this we do not need
any intermediary, there is no
scope for this.”

Stating that all moves of the

Vajpayee  Governme
aimed at restoring peace in{am-
mu and Kashmir, Mr. Advanilsaid
the Government recognised that
militancy had not ended there
and Pakistan had not been able to
rein in all the militant groups.
“However, restraint along the
Line of Conirol has been a gratify-
ing feature. There is a sense of re-
lief along the border.”

Asked about the Government's
earlier stand that talks would not
be held with Pakistan until it end-
ed cross-border terrorism, Mr.
Advani said in the post-Kargil
phase the Centre had insisted that
unless a conducive atmosphere
was created it would not talk to
Pakistan.

The non-engagement of Pakis-
tan over the past vear has led to
global endorsement of India's
views on cross-border terrorism,
he said adding there had been a
sea-change in world opinion,
“We felt that non-engagement of
Pakistan has made its contribu-
tion and also made Pakistan

L}
Advani,,
squirm sometime. Taken 1%geth—
er, the invitation to Gen. Mushar-
raf and ending the ceasefire has

sent a right message,”’ he said.

The Government's peace initia-
tive had begun with the Lahore
bus trip of the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpavee, in February
1999, nor the Ramzan ceasefire,
he said.

Asked when the invitation to
Gen. Musharraf would be sent,
Mr. Advani said the “letter is be-
ing drafted and it will not be de-
layed for long.” Though no
decision has been taken on it, the
invitation could be delivered by
the Indian Ambassador in Islama-
bad. he said adding that all possi-
hilities were being cxplored.

Describing yesterday’s decision
as a “major injtiative’”, Mr, Adva-
ni said it was taken in the spirit of
1972 5himla Accord and the Feb-
ruary 1999 Lahore Declaration. *'I
do not think Gen. Musharraf is
going to drag it on for long. His
visit to New Delhi can take place
soon,” he said.
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HE ceasefive in Kashmir has
been called\off and a new
strategy initijed of engaging

the Musharraf regime, It is -

not sufficient, however, to announce a
strategic initiative and then sit back and
await reactions. Any good strategic plan
must not only unleash a new set of dy-
namics, but also contain the means of
i adjusting, tweaking and fine-tuning the
unfolding situation, in order to continu-
ously direct it towards a desired end.
Now that Pakistan has been addressed,
it must alsobe pressured,
Notwithstanding India’sinsistence to
the conitrary, there are, in fact, three parties
to the Kashmir problem — India, Pak-
istan and the Kashmiri people. Eventu-

-any long-term solution, if only because
she physically occupies ene-third of the
state anct wieldsclout even on Indian ter-
ritory through -her proxies; the jehadi
groups and th& All Party Hueriyat Con-
ference (APHC} While Inidia and Pak-
Istan are ) o inflexible positions,
the entit of # more difficult to
identify arid déatwith due toits poarised
and fragmented condition \The main-

comforts than with serving the masses.

| cessionism, halahcmg just Sufficient na-
" tionalism to sfay on the right side of the
Constitution with enough separatism to
 stay alive in militant territory. ‘The re-
markable absence of assassinations of
i mainstrearn political leaders in J&K is
| dueless o the well-known abilities.of the
¢ J&K Police than tamilitant deciion not
i tortarget them. Presently useless aslevers
to influenice events in Kashmir, the mair-
3 stream politicians wifl sit on the ferice and
- jump onto the side of nationalism when
militanicy appears tobe dying down. -

The APHC is a divided house. Once
the Pakistani and militant position is
moxderated, the APHC will be willing to
participate in the political process within
the state. Until then they need to be con-
tained through constant engagerient, but

events onground.
The next set of actors is the militant
groups operating in the state. The indige-

ally, Pakistan has to be incorporated into -

tives, the only option available to the Cen- _
- tre: 15 o reach out directly to the people.:

politicians are alienated from the
/pe?;e, largely itec,” arid con-
terned more safetyarﬂnlawnal L

They tread gecarefiilly calibragd path .
! somewhere between autonormny and se-

cannot do much to favourably influence -

nous Kashmiri groups like the Jangmu -

The endgame in Kashmir

and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF}
and large portions of the Hizbul-Mu-
jahideen (FIM) would probably partici-
pate in the later stages of any settlement
as evident from the unilateral ceasefire
declared by the HM in July 2000. How-
ever, the majority of terrorists operating

in the state are pan-Islamic fanatics, well *

beyond the pale. Sworn to
die in endless jehad, these
ZrOUps Oppose any seftle-
ment short of total inde-
pendence from India. To
negotiate with them is to
bestow on them anaura of -

tions where the people can justify to
themselves, without humiliation, the ac-
ceptance of less than what they had de-
manded and sacrificed and fought for?ﬁ
All insurgency manuals in every pro-
fessional army lay primary emphasis on
WHAM! Winning Hearts and Minds.
The quest for a higher body count, how-
ever, has sidelined that un-
derstanding in Kashmir.
With its massive de-
plovment of security forces,
the Central govemment al-
ready has in place a stat-
ewide infrastructure im-

strength. They have to be mure to ferronist coercion.
physically eliminated on Transforming their present
the ground. BT adversarial  relationship

Duetolittie sucoessin =~ . - with the local people into
dealing with representa- AJal SHUKLA one of trust, confidence and

Building a political consensus on Kashmir and
placing it outside the cut and parry of
day-to-day politics will reduce the chances of
being defiected from the overall aim

The potential of the Kashmiri public to
influence the situation is enormous and
radiates in all directions. The mainstream
politicians and APHC leaderswill have to
reflect popular emotion or risk being
marginakised i any post-conflict settle-
ment. The security forces have struggled
for adecade, in ever-increasmg numbers,
to elirninate militancy, but are not yet in
sight of this goal. The day the common
Kashmiri mirns his face on the jehadi
groups, that species will become extinet as
quickly as the militants did in Punjab once
the populace decided that peace was a
better lifestyle. Despite this, no direct and
concerted attempt has been made on the
feelings of the Kashmid people. The
common person lives on a tightrope —
death in an encounter or cross-fire yawrn-
ing from one side and a throat slit by the
terrorists from the other.

Paying, as they now are, the soul-price
‘of their Faustian pact with the interna-
tional Istamic terrorist network, they will
accept help inextricating themselves, pro-
vided this comes from a quarter that en-
jovs some legitimacy in their eyes. To gain
this the government mus¢ create condi-

respectwill open the faucet for the intelli-

nee required for eliminating terrorists.
Eemce the beginnings of insurgency in
J&K, the over-riding emphasis of the se-
curity forces has been on killing as many
terrorists as possible, regardless of civil-
military relations. While arguably neces-
sary initially, this approach has obviously
proved counter-productive in the long
run, since terrorism stiil flourishes and has
indeed expanded substantially. A new op-
erational philosophy has 1o be imple-
mented, which measures success oot in
terrorist corpses, but more in ferms of the

- goodwill generated by the forces.

While implementation of this new op-
erational phiosophy will initially bring
down statistics of terrorists killed, the ben-
efits will soon accrue. The first of these is
seizure of the moral advantage, Overape-
riod of time, greater transparency will in-
evitably build up further the international
pressure on Pakistan to stop supporting
terrorism in Kashmir. The next advantage
will be the completion of small commu-
nity development projects, Their imple-
mentation by army engineers and units
will create not only goodwill for the secunity
forces and development on ground but

also create employment for locals, who
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might otherwise swell the ranks of the ter- '
rorjsts. Army doctors can take medical |
treatment 10 remote and inaccessible ar- l
cas, Similarly, the security forces can assist |
ineducation, organisingsports events, cre- E
ating school infrastructure and a host of
similar activities that will bring them close |
tothe affections of the locals. f

At no stage of this strategy should |
counter-terrorist operations flag. How- '
ever, argidcode of inferaction withiocals }
st bar any kind of intimidatory interac-
tion with locals, When intelligence does |
start flowing, it must be acted upon with |
dispatch inorder to build confidence. But
at ail times, it must be understood by all
commanders on the ground that perfor- |
mance is not being measured by the num-
berofterrotists killed, but by the relation-
ship establishedwith the locals.

Building a political consensus on Ka-
shmir and placing it outside the cut and
partyof day-to-day politics will reduce the
chancesof being deflected from the overall
airn. This is especially important when
faced with the sensational acts of terror
that the jehadi groups will resort o,

The security establishment isiikely to
protest the imposition of restraints on its
aclivities and has already railed against
‘the destruction of the intelligence net-
work' during the cease-fire. Sections of
the forces, particularly those who have
operated for extended durationsin Kash-
mi, will argue that the Kashmiris will |
neverembrace the Indian cause, being in- |
herently pro-Pakistani,

These arguments, all emerging from
anarrgw tactical perspective, do not hold
merit, \The primary am of people-
friendly dperations is the creation of are-
liable intelligence network and the forces
will soon start reaping the benefits of
committed inforrers, Regarding the pro-
clivity to Pakistan that some believe the
average Kashmirt to be bom with, it is
worth remembering that terrorism did
not exist in the state for over forty years.
The Kashmiri youth only picked up the
gun when successive governments failed
toaddress the problems of the state.

The people of Kashmir are the cen-
tre of pravity of that conflict. They are ex-
hausted, frustrated and ripe for being
won over by magnanimity. The time to
doit isnm:f.g .
The writer is a retired army o
served in Kashrir




AVOIDING TRILATI?I{ALIS%/I

]
¢/v¥o  That may not be the solution

NVITING Musharraf for talks is one way of getting aroynd
the notion of trilateralism that the Hurrivat and most other
~ anti-integrationist Kashmiri leaders talk about and
. separating the historical territorial dispute with Pakistar
! from the militancy phenomenon in the Kashmir valley, ir
other words, denying Pakistan any authority over what Indie
does with what it considers to be its own citizens on this side
of the Line of Control. Whether this amounts to a genuine
“peace process” or not is a different matter altogether. This is
: nevertheless, better than just sending K C Pant to Srinaga
to make the best out of a stalemate, firstly, because Pakistaz
is well and truly involved in Kashmir and cant be kept ou
indefinitely, and secondly, because it recognises that there i
no point in beating about the bush with Sir Creek anc
Siachen, it is Kashmir which is the problem. Refer to the
exchange of letters between Shabir Shah, leader of the
Democratic Freedom Party and Pant to get an idea of GOI'
thinking on the issue. Pant’s letter to the Hurriyat and othe
Kashmiri leaders talks about “how peace can be restored ir
Kashmir” which, as Shah says in his letter, is not mentionec
as *an issue”. The critical word is “restored”, it implies, very
strongly, that the Government is thinking in terms of e
return to the status quo ante. No wonder the Hurriyat wasn’t
interested.. Shah asked that Kashmir be discussed as a
dispute, Pakistan be included and pro-Indian elements be
excluded. This is a proposition that, by default, makes much
more sense in terms of a genuine peace process, one that
fulfils two crucial conditions: militancy is quelled definitively,
genuine democratic processes involving all Kashmiris take
rof® and the international commmunity accepts the resulting
situation as legitimate. No one, on the Indian side, wants to
pick up that particular gauntlet, because it may immediately
involve an admission that India is not in charge in the valley.
And no one has a better idea either.

The Hurrivat has perked up and says the invitation to
Musharraf is “a big change”, in other words, that the whole
dialogue process with Pant looks less like a collaborationist
venture. However, as we said, the Government of India has
no intention of pgiving the impression that talking to
Musharraf and, eventually, to the Hurrivat are two elements
of a single interface. Pant has absolutely avoided giving the
impression that there is any kind of anti-Indian opinion in
Kashmir independent of militant activity. This may be short-
sighted. People certainly want peace but most independent
observers would agree a significant portion of Kaghmiri
opinion does not want to spend the rest of its life veting for

the National Conference or the Congress, 1f the Gavernment
of India’s idea is to conclude a “separate” peace with Pakistan
- in exchange for what? - and then “restore peagé” in Kashmir,

it may find itself back to square one.

THE STATESMAD

1 5 MAY T



Wun THE NEWS

J&K move ;

Vinod Sharma & Udayan
Namboodiri /\
New Delhi, May 24 3(\ A

THE DECISION to call off the
Kashmir ceasefire and invite
(General Pervez Musharraf for
talks was an all-BJP affair. Bur
before announcing it to the
press, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee personally
spoke to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, TDP chief Chan-
drababu Naidu, Suresh Prabhu
of the Shiv Sena and the Samata
Party’'s George Fernandes.
Home Minister L. K Advani
informed Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq Abdul-
lah of the decision.

Sources said  Vajpayee,
Advani, Jaswant and Natignal
Security  Adviser Brajesh

Mishra finalised the all-impor-
tant move over lunch vesterday

Shortly before the Cabinet
Committee on Security meeting
convened to put the official seal
of approval, these leaders
reassembled in the Prime Minis-

m af 7, Race Course

but Yaghwani Sinha and KC
Pant joijed the group.

At thq CCS meeting, which
began ardund 7.15 pin in the con-
ference room of the PM's resi-
dence, top officials, including
the Foreign, Home and Defence
sacretaries besides the Army
chief, the DGMO and heads of
various Intelligence agencies,
joined the Cabinet ministers,

The business of taking key
non-BJP political parties into
confidence occurred shortly
before the official announce-
ment by Jaswant Singh.

Sources agreed that the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf summit would
give the military ruler the legit-
imacy that an Indian recogni-
tion guaranteed to any Pak-
istani head of Government. In
1993, Balakh Sher Mazari had
been bitter about hot receiving a
congratulatory message from
New Delhi on his appointment
as interim Prime Minister after

Sharif’s dismissal. Musharraf
was similarly ignored when,
even after the Ocrober 1989 coup,
India continued to refer to
Sharif as “Prime Minister”.

Armong the many factors that |

guided the Government’s latest
peace offer was the reglisation
that Musharraf s poegition as the
Pakistani CEO f%annot be
ignored any longer. “We have got
to deal with him. It's for the peo-

n all-BJP affair f‘

ple of Pakistan to fight for |

democracy,” a PMO source said.

In fact, the MEA plaved down
today Pakistan’s abetment of
terrorisim in Kashmir while
highlighting its restraint along
the LoC during the ceasefire
period. “A conducive atmas-
phere has been created by cessa-
tion of firing from across rhe
LoC,” the spokesman said, evad-

i

ing any reference to the hitaerto

strict official line that there can
ke no resumption of dialogue
without Islamabad stopping
export of terrorism.

Related reports on Page V



Centre’s mo

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, May 24

THE ALL Party Hurrivat Confer-
ence may find itself in a cleft
stick over its stance on talks with
the Government, with the latter
inviting Pakistant leader Pervez
Musharraf for talks. The amal-
gam, which had been under
sharp media and diplomatic
attention over the past some time,
may be sidelined in the scenario
likely to emerge in the wake of
fresh government initiative,

The Hurrivat is a motley
group of arganisations
with varying ideologies. Most of
these groups want Kashmir’s
merger with Pakistan. In the
event of a direct dialogue
between India and Pakistan,
there seems, at present, little
scope for these groups to be
included as a party in the dia-
logue. That would be a negation
of sorts for the Hurriyat as a
platform, which has been plead-
ing for a tripartite dialogue.

Hurriyat grew in image and
stature when it welcomed the
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s uni-
lateral ceasefire in November. It,
however, insisted that a team of
its leaders be allowed to visit Pak-
istan to convince mili
to respond to India
ister’s offer favg

Initially

e Government

dived

) ¢

ve pushes

Hurriyat to sidelines

TALKS OFFER SHOULD HAVE COME EARLIER: CONG

A CAUTIOUS Congress ob Thursday welcomed the Gavernment’s initiative to
hold talks with Pakistan's\military ruler Gen Parvez Musharraf but said large-
scale kitlings in Kashmir could have heen prevented if the decision had heen
taken earlier, Stating that the Congress had always been a votary for helding
talks with Pakistan, CWG member Natwar Singh said the BJP Government had
been stonewalling these suggestions. "After claiming for months that it will not
hold talks with Pakistan till terrorism ends in the Valley, the NDA regime has
now done a U-turn by extending an invitation to Ben Musharraf,” he said.

He said Prime Minister A B Vajpayee had merely informed Congress
President Sonia Gandhi that the Government was terminating the ceasefire.

The Congress leader said the NDA, which was a mere conglomerate of parties
with no common ideclogy, should take Opposition parties into confidence
before opening talks with Gen Musharraf. "The NDA does nat have the right to
make unilateral policy anncuncements on such a serious issue without talking
tothe Opposition. A national consensus has to be built on an issue of such vital

import,” he said.

i
L

HTC, New Delhi

seemed willing to accede to
the Hurriyat demand. But New
Delhi backtracked when it found
Syed Ali Gilani’s name in the
Hurrivat delegation. Syed Gilani
is a known hardliner with
staunch leanings towards Pak-
istan. }

Hurriyat again caught the
spotlight when it refused
to accept New Delhi’s offer
of dialogue with K C Pant as
chief negotiator, unless its lead-
ers were allowed to visit Pak-
istan.

Shabir Ahmad Shah, who oper-
ates outside the Hurriyvat, has

however agreed to speak to Pant.

Observers, however, feel that
Centre’s fresh initiative has
edged Hurrivat out of scene, at
least for the time being.

“It is a deft move to push
Hurrivat into background,”
said a keen Kashmir watcher.
“I don’t think that Hurriyat has
any role in the new scenario.”
said Hakim Manzoor, a promi-
nent writer.

But Hurrivat chairman Abdul
Ghani Bhatt disagreed. “We are
relevant in all situations as we
alone represent the aspirations
of Kashmiri people,” he said./’

“3 HINDUSTAN TMEs
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Pak insists on

ﬂ,\f(\/o

Hurm

HT Correspondents
Islamabad/ New Delhi, May 24

PAKISTAN, WHICH has prom-
ised to respond pasitively to
India’s invitation to its Chief
Executive, today pledged to
abide by all its agreements with
New Delhi, including the
Lahore Declaration. 1slamabad,
however, was upset with the
withdrawal of the ceasefire in
Kashmir, sayving this meant
State terrorism would be prac-
tised in the Valley without
restraint.

India and Pakistan did not
see eye-to-eye on another mat-
ter: the involvement of Hurriy-
at Conference. Islamabad
insisted that Hurrivat should
be part of the talks, whereas
New Delhi saw no role for the
umbrella organisation of Kash-
miri militant groups in bilater-
al talks.

The day after New Delhi
decided not to renew the Kash-
mir truce, security forces killed
eight Lashkar-e-Tayveba mili-
tants at Baramullah.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Abdul Sattar told a press con-
ference in Islamabad this
evening, “We have not yet
received anv official communi-
cation, but the Chief Executive
will respond to the Indian

(/{'/\
trole

Prime Minister’s invitationina
positive spirit.”

In New Delhi, Home Minister
K Advani was cautious in his
\rst comments on .he invita-
tion to Pakistan's military
ruler, saying it would be naive
to expect too much. At the
same time, he called the move a
“major initiative”.

Asked whether the Hurriyat
was still relevant in the
changed situation, he said; “It
certainly has implications for
the Hurrivat, which had no
Iocus standi to seek the role of
an intermediary between India
and Pakistan. But the Pant ini-
tiative will continue.”

In Srinagar, Hurrivat chair-
man Abdul Ghani Bhatt insist-
ed that the formation contin-
ued to be relevant, The group’s
executive will meet next week
to shape its response to the invi-
tation to General Pervez
Musharraf.

Sattar said teday that the
Hurriyat delegation should be
allowed to visit Islamabad for
any dialogue that is aimed at
reaching a settlement that
takes into account the will of
the Kashmiri peeple.

He also suggested that the
Kargil conflict was a thing of
the past and that it would not
affect dialogue with India.

o



“Centre invites
Musharraf for

talks on J&K

But calls off 6-month ceasefire

(\
HT Correspondent “\ \
New Delhi, May 23

LAY
TN WHAT appears to be a two-
pronged strategy on Kashmir,
the Centre today invited Pak-
istan's military ruler Gen Per-
vez Musharraf to visit India to
carry forward the “composite
bilateral dialogue” process
between the two countries while
at the same time calling off the
six-month long ceasefire.

The announcement came
after an hour-leng meeting of
[ the Cahinet Commitiee on
i Security chaired by Prime Min-

ister Atal Bihari Vajpavee.
j In what looked like to be a
complete foreign office show,
\ External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh, while briefing
newspersons on the policy shift,
declared an end of the six-month
long "unilateral cessation of
) combat operations” in J&K. The
fifth phase of the “cease-fire”

l comes to an end on May 31
Spelling out the four principal
components of the hew initia-
‘ tive, Singh explained that these
hinged on the Government's
) commitment to carry on with
the Kashmir dialogue process
‘ under the PM's emissary K C
Pant, continuation of maximum
‘ restraint along the Lir
rod (LoCy and re
i iian to all segit
| the dialog

ns inJ&K tojoin
o for peace

oA f

Explaining what a ted
to a complete about-turn in
calling off the six-manth cease-
fire, the External Affairs Min-
ister said from now on, the
security forees in J&K ** shall
take such action against terror-
ists as they judge best”.

He regretted that various ter-
rorist groups, mostly foreign,
had failed to recognise the
imperatives of peace, dialogue
and cooperation. “They have
also failed to see reason and
refused to shun violence during
the Jast six months of the cease-
fire,” he remarked.

Replying to questions about
the Government's change of
stance on bilateral dialogue
without insisting that Islam-
abad first stop cross-border ter-
rorism, Singh asserted that
New Delhi's invitation to the
Pak ruler was in pursuance of
the Lahore Declaration and the
1972 Shimla Pact. He expresseg
optimism aver the outco f
the talks proposal, given Gen.
Musharraf's  oft-  repeated
intent to set up a negotiating
table with the Indian premier

“We have locked into all
aspects of the move, especially
its international ramifica-
tions,” Singh told Hindustan
Times. He said the invitation to
the Pak CEO was
of "“considerab¥é preparatory
work,"

THE HINDUSTAN TDEE:
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_CEASEFIRE OFF; NO MENTION OF ‘KASHMIR’ IN TALKS OFFER_~

Vajpayee invi es Musharraf

By Harish Khare \/W A

NEW DELHI, MAY 23. Tn & major shift
of strategic gears, the Vajpayee
Government today aborted the
‘Ramzan initiative’ in Jammu and
Kashmir and has revoked the
‘ceasefire’ (non-initiation ol com-
bat operations). More significant-
ty, it decided to invite the Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Perver
Musharral, to visit India *‘at his
carly convenience”, in pursuance
of the Lahore Declaration and the
Shimla Agreement.

Also, Mr. K.C. Pant will contin-
ue his labours as chief interloc-
utor while the security forces will
be free to go after the militants.
The Army, though, would contin-
ue to exercise the maximum re-
straint an the Ling of Control.

These decisions were taken by
the Cabinet Committee aon Secu-
rity. The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpavee, presided; others who
participated included the Union
Home Minister, Mr, LK, Advani,
the External Affairs and Defence
Minister, Mr, Jaswant Singh, the
Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant
Sinha, the Deputy Chairperson of
the Planning Commission, Mr.
K.C. Pant, and the National Secu-
ritv Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra.

The G}w‘rnmem’s formulation

avoided any mention of “Kash

mir” in connection with the in-
vitation to the Pakistani leader.
According to Mr. Jaswant Singh,
the talks could take place under
the existing composite dialogue
agenda, which has eight points,
inciuding Kashinir.

The decks for this evening’s de-
cisions were cleared when Mr.
Advani and Mr. Singh mel the
Prime Minister. The two senior
Ministers had gonc Lo Srinagar
last Saturday (Mayv 19} to under-
stand for themselves the “ground
situation’”. In Srinagar, the two
Ministers heard the perceptions
of the security agencies on how
the militants had not reciprocat-
ed and how the security forces
were finding themsclves on the
back foot.

A MEA show

Much of the talking at the CCS
meceting was appareutly done by
Mr. Jaswant Singh who argued
that the ceasefire had run is
course and that it was about time
the civilian population’s sense of
security was restored. According
to a statement issued, the terror-
ists “'hindered the restoration of
neace in Jammu and Kashmir and
have inflictcd misery upon the
people”. Hencetorth, the security

forces should he free to take
“such action against terrorists as
they judge best™.

Whereas the revocarion of the
easefire should satisfy Mr, Adva-
I — who bas had reservations
about it — the invitation to Gen,
Musharraf should gratify the Min-
istry of External Affairs. which has
found itself under pressure from
the international community to
start a dialogue with Islamabad.
In fact, the dominant input of the
MFA in the decision was reflecred
when Mr. Jaswant Singh briefed
the media after the meeting — it
became a MEA show,

The decision to revoke the cea-
sefire undermines the rationale of
the Pant mission, though the
Government’'s  slalement notes
that “our invitation ta all sections
in Jammu and Kashmir to join
this dialogue (with Mr. Pant) is re-
iterated”.

Cutting APHC out

On the other hand, the decision
to invite Gen. Musharraf has the
effect of cutting the All-Party Hur-
rivat Conference out.of the pic-
ture.  The " has been

and, Kashmir and was
on plaving medialor be-

mu
insistin

= ¥
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tween India and Pakistan.

By inviting the Pakistan Chief
Executive, the Centre has ren-
dered most of the Kashmiri
groups rather issueless. Mr. Singh
pointedly remarked that '‘the
APHC has no place in any kind of
tripartite talks".

f{According to PTI, the Hurrivat
chairperson,
Bhat, reacted cautiously to Gen.

Prof. Abdul Gani .

Musharraf being invited, saying

“let us wait and watch’™. “Howev-

er, we still believe that tripartite |

talks could produce better resufts
by inciuding the principal party,
which is Kashmir.” About the
calling oft of the ceasefire, Prof.
Bhat said, “Ceasefire or no cease-
fire, the situation will never
change; and as a matcer of fact the
ceasefire never existed.”)

The decision to revoke the cea-
setire, coupled with the invitation
to Gen. Musharraf, is being ex-
plained as a signal to the various
jehadi groups that they have not

been able to dent the Indian |

state's capacity to cope with the |

insurgency. Mr. Singh was careful

to assert that notwithstanding the

invitation to the Pakistani leader,

the fight against terrorism would
continue.

Opposition welcomes

decision: Page 13



Aziz retuﬁls

By Shujaat Bukhari Mg A

SRINAGAR, MAY 23, Police fired in the air and
burst teargas shells ar l.al Chowk here to dis-
perse a procession protesting the “arrest” of
senior All-Party Hurrivat Conference leadoer,
Sheikh Abdul Aziz, who rerurned from Pakis-
tan today. A few hundred Aziz supporters had
arrived in a number of vehicles at the Airport
Road to receive him, but were denied entry by
police and asked to “‘go back”.

Mr. Aziz was reportedly taken into custody
soon after he landed at the Srinagar airport
and was not allowed o meet his supporters.
As news of the arrest spread. the procession
moved towards Lal Chowk, heart of the city,
waving Pakistani flags and raising pro-Pakis-
tan and pro-lashkar-e-Taiba slogans — ‘fee-
way jeeway Pakisian' 'Lashkar ke mujahidou
ham fumharay saath hain’ (Long live Pakis-
tan; We are with you, mujahideen of Lahsh-
kar).

Police stopped the processionists and asked
them to disperse. Theyv, however, resisted and
police tesorted to lathicharge, used teargas
and fired in the air.

Shopkeepers downed shutters and ran hel-
ter-skelter. Pitched battles continued for some
time and a few activists were arrested.

However, police denied that Mr, Aziz was
arrested and said he had reached his Pampore
residence to which he was escorted. Mr. Aziz,
who spent over two months in Pakistan, has
heen very critical of India and (he security
forces.

With a red carpet welcome there, he also
rejected the ‘third option’ for Kashmir, to
which [KLF reacted strongly. Both Mr. Aziz’s
People’s League and the JKLF are constiruents
of All-Party Hurriyat Conference,

3 injured in Army firing

In other incidents, at least three persons
were injured, two of them seriously, when the
Army opened fired in Sundroo village near Ac-
chabal in Ananinag districl. Evewitnesses said
that Army cordoned the area and started
searching the houses during which some
youth were “severely tortured”.

The local populace protested and this led to
a violent reaclion from the Army which
opened fire upon a procession of over 2,000
people, said a resident whose relative was in-
jured in the action.

Three persons, including I2-year-vld Su-
maya and 16- vear-old Ashiq Hussain, were
critically injured. "The firing was unprovoked
and unjustified,” said another relative. How-
ever, police said the militants opened fire at
the Army and in the exchange of fire these
persons were injured.

Tragedy averted

A major tragedy was averted in the Magam
area when police recovered a live hand-gre-
nade from a person at the ‘Chahlum’ proc-
ession addressed by former Minister and Shia
leader, Moulvi Iftikhar Ansari.

from Pak.

Pelice sources said that Mohammad Satdar
Dar, reportedly working for Rashiriva Rifles,
was seen moving in suspicious circumstances
and was caught with a hand- grenade and
knife. He was taken into custody.

Around 15,000 people were attending the
Chahlum ceremony held in the memory of
Harrat Imam Hussain, the Prophet Moham-
mad’s grandson.

Hurriyat in a fix

NEW DELHI, MAY 23. Sharp differences have sur-
faced again in the All-Party ITurriyat Confer-
ence over backing the demand for accession
of Kashmir to Pakistan.

After jts executive member, Sheikh Abdul
Aziz, on a personal visit to Pakistan, went pub-
lic propagating accession to Pakistan, former
Hurriyat chairman, Mirwaiz Umer Faroog,
said, “These can be his personal remarks and
the Hurrivat's agenda is not confined to this.”

lle said all the three options — accession Lo
India or Pakistan, or Independence — were
open for the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
However, Mr. Aziz, who returned from Pakis-
tan afler meeting Gen. Perver, Musharraf, and
other top-ranking officials, defended his stand
that Kashmir's accession to Pakistan was inev-
itable.

T have not said anything wrong. Kashmir's
fate would be completed only after it is an-
nexed to Pakistan,” Mr. Aziz told PTI on his
return.

& Hine L

People in Srinagar protest against the arrest of senior APHC leader, Sheikh Abdul Aziz,
who returned from Pakistan on Wednesday, — Phota: Nissar Ahmad

amid drama~

This statement further fuelled the infighting
among the Hurrivat constituents.

The JKLF leader, Mr. Javed Ahmed Mir, said
Mr. Aziz had been sent to Pakistan to attend a
family function and not to indulge in making
statements on the future of Kashmir.

There was a feeling in the Hurrivat that his
statement might cause further setback to the
possibility of its delegation visiting Pakistan
for talks with the Government there and the
militant leadership to facilitate a dialogue on
Kashmir.

The Government already has reservations :
on the Jamaat-e-Islami feader, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, and Mr. Aziz being part of the dele-
gation in view of their pronounced pro-Pakis-
tan leanings. However, after  persisient
pleadings by unofficial mediators, Mr. Aziz
was allowed 10 go to Pakistan after he assured
that he would refrain [rom pursuing a political
agenda.

Violation of the assurance, Hurriyat insiders
said, would create further hurdles in the wayv
ol the Centre allowing a Hurriyat delegation to
visit Pakistan and as a damage-control mea-
sure, the APHC might try to replace him.

The JKDEP leader, Mr. Shabir Shah, who is
no longer with the Hurrivat, termed it ““an in-
ternal matter of the conglomerate, but if they
feel that he had exceeded his lrief by making
such staternents, then action4hould be tak-
en.” Mr. Aziz's stateme as a ‘headache ¢
the Hurrivat".
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‘S/habw invites Hurriyat for talks

SRINAGAR MaY 20. In yet another move to seek ap-

proval for his response to the Centre’s offer, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party
{JKDFP) chief, Mr. Shabir Ahmad Shah, has invited
the All-Party Hurrivat Conference for a discussion to
reach a consensus. This development comes even as
his emissaries arrived in Delhi to hand over his letter
to the Pakistan Chief Executive through the Pakistani
High Commissioner.

Sources said that Mr. Shah has sent a letter to the
Hurriyat chief, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, along with a
copy of the letter of the Centre’s chief negotiator, Mr.
K.C. Pant. He has reportedly sought time for a dis-
cussion with the Hurrivat leadership over the con-
tents of Mr. Pant’s letter.

Praf. Bhat, when comlacted by The Hindu, con-
firmed that he had received the letter, but said that
the Hurriyat executive would meet to discuss it and
decide accordingly. The Hurriyat chairman did not
specify a date for the meeting.

. Commenting on the contents of Mr. Pant’s letter,
" he said it was just a replica of the Centre’s initial
statement with a little difference.

JKDFP team in Delhi

Meanwhile, the two-member team of JKDEP,
comprising Moulana Mohammad Abdullah Taari
| and Mr. Saleem Geelani, arrived in New Delhi to
meet the Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr. Ashraf

By Shujaat Bukhari {/( o (\ o

ehanglr Qazi. They will hand over a letter written by
Ar. Shah to Pakistan’s military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. Mr. Shah has urged the General to come
forward and contribute to the restoration of peace
and stability in the suhcontinent.

Pak. top brass to meet
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MaY 20. The top brass of the Pakistan mil-
itary is meeting here tomorrow to take stock of the
situation on the international Boundary and review
the developments in Kashmir, The meeting of Pakis- L
tar'’s Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee {JCSC) will be
presided over by the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. The situation in Kashmir is one of the
topics on the agenda. The meeting assumes signif-
icance in the wake of the letter written by the JKDFP
president, Mr, Shabir Shah, to Gen. Musharraf,

The chief spokesperson of the Pakistan military,
Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi, said that the meeting of
the FCSC would review the Kashmir situation. How-
ever, he was not prepared (o comment on the letter
of Mr. Shah on the plea that he was not aware of the
contents.

The meeting, to be held at the Army headgquarters
at Rawalpindi near here, would be presided over by
Gen. Mushargat and would be attended by the chiefs
of Navy and Air Force and other top military and
intelligence officials.
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Shabir’s

messenger.

to meet Pak“\?/

envoy today
New Delhi, May 20 ‘x(\g\

BRAVING THREATS of soma

militant organisaticns, Shabir
Shah’s representatives arrived
here today to hand over a letter
for Gen Pervez Musharraf, seek-
ing his cooperation in the peace
process to solve the Kashmir
issue.

The move is seen as an effort
by Shah to woo Pakistan’s sup-
port to the stand taken by him on
New Delhi’s offer for talks.

Jammu and Kashmir Democ-
ratic Freedom Party (JKDFP)
secretary-general, Maulana
Abdullah Tari, and spokesman,
Saleem Geelani, will hand over
the letter to Pakistani High Com-
missfoner Ashraf Jehangir Qazi
tomorrow They will also discuss
the present situation in Kashmir.

“We have a clear stand that we
want a solution to the Kashmir
issue and for that we will have to
carry along all the parties to the
dispute,” Geelani said.

Stating that Pakistan was
“undoubtedly” a party to the dis-
pute, he said: “*Our party presi-
dent wants to keep everything
transparent and we have written
to Gen Musharraf seeking his
cooperation in the proposed par-
leys on the dispitte.”

But he refused to divulge the
contents of the letter. “It broadly
seeks Islamabad’s continued pos-
itive response and contribution
in the restoration of peace and
stability in the sub-continent,”
he said.

Militant outfits, including Al-
umer Mujahideen, have threat-
ened to kill the two representa-
tives and recently a grenade was
lobbed at Tari’s house.

Shah’s hopes that the move
would ease pressures on it and
the militant outfits would be
tamed, party members said.

All three parties to the Kash-
mir issue — India, Pakistan ahd
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir — should come forward and
contribute to the restoration of
peace and stability in the region
as “bottlenecks” have been
removed, Geelani said.d.

Asked to elaborate on the “hot-
tlenecks” that were to bhe
removed, he said: “New Delhi no
longer considers the Kashmir
issue a law and order problem
but a dispute.”

On KC Pant’s response to the
:larifications sought by Shah,
Feelani said: *The reply was not
lisappointing.”

“But dissapeintment should
10t mean that we are convinced.
tis a long way to go,” he said.

On JKDFP leader Hakeem
\bdul Rashid's resignation, Gee-
ani said: “This a party where

eople come and go but the show
st go on.” Rashid had “revolt-
1" against Shah on the call of
is conscience following the lat-
r's “inclination™ to enter into
lateral talks with New Delhi on

e Kashmir issue.

PTI

habir sends Pant’s
letter to Hurriyat

New Delhi, May 20

IN A bid to arrive at a consensus
on the letter sent by the Centre's
interlocutor, KC Pant, Shabir
Shah has sent a copy of it to sev-
eral intellectuals, including Hur-
riyat Conference leaders.

“] have sent a copy to intellec-
tuals, apinion makers and all
seven Hurrivat executive leaders
and sought their views on the
issue,” the Jammu and Kashmir
Demaocratic Front (JKDFP). Shah
said he is eagerly awaiting a
reply.

In a veiled attack on Hurrivat
leaders, Shah said he was neither
in favour of epposing the dia-
logue nor imposing any condi-
tions.

“Yes, I would prefer to meet
Kashmiri leaders and military
rulers in Pakistan but it is not a
condition. I can even talk to them
from my home,” he said.

After the JKDFP responded
positively to the Centre's talks
offer, Hurrivat chairman Abdul
Gani Bhat had said that Shah
was putting “the cart before the
horse™.

“If the horse (Hurriyat) wants
to come forward, I have no prob-
lems at all. I will extend all coop-
eration if the amalgam leader-
ship voices the sentiments of
Kashmiris,” Shah said. He said
that in order to arrive at a con-
sensus he would also meet Kash-
miri pundit leaders in Jammu.

“It does not matter whether

;uo PAK VISIT, NO TALKS: BHAT i

HURRIYAT CHAIRMAN Abdul Ghani Bhat today said there can be |
no talks with New Delhi until a Hurriyvat delegation is allowed to |{

' visit Pakistan,

I “We want to start the peace journey from Pakistan by taking the |
Mujahideen into confidence,”™ Bhat said at a seminar on the 11th
death anniversary of Mirwaiz Maulvi Farooq.

“The ice would have started melting had the Hurrivat delegation

E

been allowed to travel to Pakistan,” he said. Hurrivat's visit to Pak-

lated period and end the hostilities.

Bhat said the APHC stands for a just, viable and permanent solu-
tion to the Kashmir issue which was acceptable to India, Pakistan
| and primarily, to the people of Jammu and Kashmir,

‘ istan could agree Mujahideen groups to end operations for a stipu- 1

the supervision of world bodies then there would be no need for tri-

He said: “If Kshmiris are given right to self-determination under ‘

‘ partite talks.™

But he said bilateral and unilateralism is no solution to the
Kashmir imbroglio and tripartite talks involving all the three par-
! ties to the issue was the best way to soive the problem.

PTI Srinagar '

they support us or nnot. They have
every right to live and no one can
deny this to them,” Shah said.

On the proposed talks on Kash-
mir, he said: “People should not
expect wonders overnight.”

Shah did not rule out the pos-
sibility of a deadlock in the talks,
but said “evervone including
India, Pakistan and people of
Jammu and Kashmir should
work together to aveid such even-
tualities™.

On the Hurriyat leadar Sheikh
Aziz's comment that Kashmir’s
accession to Pakistan cannot be
stopped. Shah said: “This is an

internal matter of the conglom-
erate and if they feel that he had
exceeded his brief by making
such statements, then action
should be taken.”

“For me and my party all
options that can bring peace in
the south-east Asia are open,”
Shah said.

On what transpired in report-
ed talks between him and leader
in PoK Sardar Abdul Qayoom, he
said: “I have briefed him on
everything and he (Qayoom) has
told me that the process of dia-
logue sheuld not stop.”

PTI

D
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AP PHOTO

fcuritymen stand guard during a cardon-and-search operation in Srinagar on Sunday.
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and
: e at the and
Of thig month, may he Extendeqd
4gain.
The “feedback is Dositive gng
the Cahiner Committee on Secy-
rity, the Ultimate decision-mak-
ing body; would Consider the
gains of Ceasefire while demding
an the issue, " Advani said after 4
three-hour meetmg of the ypj.
fiad headq uarters, e 8aid the
COmMmittep Would sogn Meet jp
New bejh; o decide on'the issne,
The Home Muuster. Externa)
ol nd .

e

announced last Noverm ber:
Sjn_(:e then the Ceasefipp has
€En extendod thrice for its “pos-

Na,  Chief

Home Mushmq Ahmag Lone,
eorps commanders, paramﬂitary
and police officers,

Advan; Said the meeting wag

vepry significant as jt Provideq

to achiove the objective of peace
and SCCUjty " hg Said. Advan;
said he was happy With the Deace
Process apg its dividends. He dig
not agree that the Deace Drocegs
was g Non-startep and said j¢ is a
“soungd and Correct initiatjve”.
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ILE THERE might be a\sig-

nificant body of opinior in

Pakistan especially amgug

the estabiishment in favour

of continuing the status quo in Kashmir,

we in India ought to, sconer rather than

later, give serious thought to ways and

means of finding at least a semi-perma-

nent solution to the problem. Since war is

not an option and since neither side will

give up its well known positions, the

search for a possible solution will have 1o

be built around converting the Line of

Control (LoC) into some kind of a bound-

ary between the two countries, upgrading

its status to a more official, more perma-
nent, more formal line of demarcation.

Kargil was not just a military humili-
ation for Pakistarn. It also had the effect,
not the one intended by Pakistan, of a
greatly enhanced concern and respect for
the sanctity and inviolability of the LoC,
In the wake of our war with China in 1962,
there was pressure on India — and on
Pakistan — to settle the Kashmir issue,
Even independent of this external pres-
sure, there was a school of thought in In-
dia that a good faith effort to settle the
issue ought be made, since there was no
way India could compel Pakistan to va-
cate its aggressiond The Americans had
made it clear to us that it would be very
difficult for them to persuade Congress to
agree to sell military equipment, which
India needed to defend itself against Chi-
na, unless India settled the Kashmir ques-
fion. )

Six rounds of talks were held between
India and Pakistan between Dcecember
1962 and May 1963. The Indian 1eam was
led by Sardar Swaran Singh, who was
then Minister of Railways and included
Gundevia who has left an eminently read-
able account of all this in his delightful
memoirs ‘Outside the Archives'. Pakis-
tan’s delegation was headed by Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, Minister of Industries al the
time. The formula governing India’s ap-
proach, which had been approved by Ja-
waharlal Nehru, was: modity the ceasefire
line somewhat in favour of Pakistan and
treat the new line as the international

boundary. Sincp<at that time, as at pre-
sent, we rejgefed any attempt to deal ex-
s

oﬂ/ The LoC & Kashmir

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

The search for a possible solutwn to the Kashmir issue
will have to be built around converting the LoC into
some kind of boundary, upgrading its status.

clusively with Kashmir, the communique
announcing the talks mentioned *Kash-
mir and other related matters’. It is worth
emphasizing that the entire Cabinet had
agreed (o the proposal for talks even
though, if successful, they would have led
to a partition of Jammu and Kashmir.
Nothing came our of the talks essential -
ly for two reasons. Pakistan demanded at
the beginning the whole of the Valley and
subsequently the whole State. Bhurtio
treated with contempt India's offer to

“give 1,500 square miles more than what

Pakistan already occupied. fle was pre-
pared to concede only the district of
Kathua to India. The second reason was
the partisan attitude of Britain and the
United States in support of Pakistan.

The situation teday is vastly different,
though one element remains unchanged
and has.in fact, been reinforced —- war
continues to be a non-option. The desir-
ahility of working for a solution has be-
come even more urgent. Politically, it
would be impossible for cither India or
Pakistan to publicly and formaily te pro-
pose settlement on the basis of convert-
ing the LoC into the international
boundary. In India, any Government
would have to respect at least the letter of
the Parliament resolution of 1994,

There are two aspects: substantial and
procedural. What should be the sub-
stance, content of a possible settlement
along the LoC and how do we get there?
As regards substance, a future agreement
ought to strengthen the LoC's non-vin-
lability. The language of the Shimla
Agreement of 1972 in this respect will
have to be reinforced. The agreement,
while not converting the LoC into a de
jure boundary, should be made more for-
mal and binding. The Heads of State of
the P-5 and other countries, including all
our neighbours, could be invited to wit-
ness the formal conclusion of the agree-
ment. The agreement could also be
registered with the United Nations. The

-
RS

possibility of concluding a no-war pact or
a Iriendship treaty along with 1he signing
of the agreement on the LaC could also be
considered. The idea of permitting some
role to the U.N. observers need not be
rejected out of hand. After all, the observ-
ers have been there all these years and we
have not been able to get rid of them. We
have even been paying for them. In the
post-Cold War era and in the context of a
new agreement, which would caretully
define the new mandate for the observ-
ers, we ought to be willing 1o look posi-
tively at this matter.

Regarding the mechanism of getting
there, it might of course be ideal to nego-
tiale directly and bilaterally with Pakis-
tan. But the strictly bilateral approach
raises two difficulties. First, there will be
the political backlash which any Govern-
ment in India will face in taking such an
mitiative, Second, it could be pereeived
by Pakistan as a sign of India’s weakness.
To get around these difficulties, two pos-
sibilities could be considered.

It would be highly desirable for the ma-
jor political parties in [ndia to consult
among themselves in an effort to arrive at
at least a minjmum of consensus on the
broad parameters of the approach to the
solution of the Kashmir problem. The ini-
tiative for such consultations will perhaps
have to come from the governing party or
coalition. The other, more controversial
possibility is to consider third party good
offices. Here, it might be worthwhile to go
back to the Swaran Singh-Bhutto talks of
1962-63, When the Americans realised
that the talks were not going anywhere,
they suggested what President Kennedy,
in a letter to Nehru, described as “the
discreet and unobtrusive good offices of a
common friend”. Interestingly, India
agreed to the proposal, again on condi-
tion that the ‘common friend” must not
confine himself only to Kashmir. It was
Pakistan’s President Ayub Khan who laid
down conditions to the mediation pro-
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posal which [ndia couwld not accepr and
which even the Americans and the British
could not press us wo accept. Teday, when
India is so much mare confident of her-
self internationally. the idea of good offic-
es could be given renewed consideracion.

A suggestion bas been put forward that
[ndia shouid withdraw the itemn relating
to lammu and Kashmir from the Security
Council. The argument is (hat since it was
India that took the issue to the Council, it
is up to us to withdraw it. This, however,
is not the case. The item can only be de-
leted by a formal decision of the Council,
which in effect means with the consent of
both parties. We ought to knuw better
than to presume Pakistan's concurrence
to any such idea.

Similarly, the proposal to have the reso-
lutinns relating to Kashmir abrogated is a
non-starter. There are only two ways to
have a resolution “abrogated’”. One is o
adopt a new resolution which, by its con-
tent, would effectively nullify the previ-
ous resolution. The other is to pass a
resofution which would expressly declare
the earlier resolution null and void. It is
naet politically realistic to expect us to suc-
cessfully try gither of these two micthods.
Other countries have their own concerns
and arc [oath to create a precedent which
might be used against them at some
stage.

Under the present cicumstances, when
Pakistan continues to foment and assist
militancy in Kashmir, it is not possible to
engage inte any meaningful talks with it
No situation, however, remains static for
cver. A time may come when the lead-
ership in Pakistan might seriously wish to
come to honcurable terms with India.
The Kashmizi people are sometimes pra-
jected as the third party whose views
would have to be taken inte account
while a selution is under negotiation. In-
dia will obviously have to end the alien-
aticn of the Kashmiris and win over their
hearts und minds through good govern-
ance. As far as the status of Kashmir as an
integral parc of the Indian Union is con-
cerned, their views are no more relevant
than the views of, sav, the people of Naga-

land about the status of their Stay
o



Pant is our guest: Shabir

i
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NEW DELHI, MAY 18. The Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Freedom Party leader, Mr. Shahir Shah, today
sajd that Kashmiri leaders around the world fa-

. voured a dialogue and he wonld like o meet the

|

Government's interlocutor, Mr. K. C. Pant, during his
visit to the State. = 9 L% L

Welcoming reports that Mr. Pant would be visiting
the Valley, Mr. Shah told PTI over the phone from
Srinagar “‘Mr. Pant is our guest and I would like to
play host 1o him. There will be some talks on Kash-
mir and he will get the feel of the situation.”

Mr. Shab also said Mr. Pant could meet him at his
residence if he wished. Agar wah mere ghar aana
chahe to mujhe bahut kirushi hogi (if he likes 1o come
to my house, I will be very happy,” he said.

Was this his way of inviting Mr. Pant to initiate
talks on Kashmir? “Sure, sure,” Mr. Shah said, “I
have not imposed any conditiens, T can meet Mr.
i Pant anywhere in the country but T would like him to

Shah

visit the Valley first so that he gets a feel of the sit- -
uation,” } fh

“Whether 1 go first angl meet him or he comes first
to the Valley is not a cgndition at all,” he added.

Mr. Shah s already in touch with the Kashmiri
leaders around the world, inchluding those in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir, “U spoke to Sardar Abdul
Qayoom in PoK and orher leaders in the U.S. and
Rritain. Everyone is of the opinion that the process of
dialogue should not stop,” he said.

‘Pak. participation a must’

Stating that the Centre’s reply to the clarifications
sought by him were “not disappointing,” Mr. Shah
said “'the Government has made it clear that the
talks are aimed at resolving the dispure and that it is
not averse o involving Pakistan in the talks.” To
carry forward the peace process, Pakistan's partici-
pation was corpulsory. .

.




Farooq reticent on truce extension

Arun Joshi '
Jammu, May 18 l’
FAROOG ABDULLAH apparent-
ly has some reservations on
extending the ceasefire in the
State. He hasn'’t gone public with
these, though.

The fate of the ceasefire will
be decided at & meeting in Srina-
gar tomorrow, Home Minister L.
K Advani and Defence Minister
Jaswant Singh will take part in
the delibherations.

“We'll hold discussions tomor-

row. Let’s see what comes out of

that,” the Chief Minister said
when asked about his comments

on the extension Of the ceasefire.

FFarooq has hls own reasons for
being reticen{. Although the
decisicon on the truce is the Cen-
o'z, anything that goes wrong is
hlamed on the State Govern-
ment.

During the truce, killings have
gone up and the militants have
set up hase in towns and villages
which hitherto used to be sani-
tized. thus adding to the fear psy-
chosis among the people.

The Chief Minister, however,
said the peace process woudd
march ahead. * The Hurrivat
Conference has no fellowing
among people. If they have any

hase. let them face elsctions.
They have no glits because rthey
know people are not with them.”

Abaut the propused eariy clec-
tinns, he said polls will he held
“when I am ready”™ He ridiculed

the BJP for raising the bogev of

the polls under President's rule.

Regarding the comments of

the U 8§ Secretary of State Collin
Powell that the US would nort
interfere in Kashmir, he said : =1
am happy that he made this state-
ment. It makes it clear that no
third- party help is needed. This
is an eve apener for all those

* clamouring for the outside medi-

ation.”

" FARDOQ ABDULLAH



Shabir to seek public «
letter

opinion on Pant’s

HT Correspondent
Srinagar May 16

THE PROSPECTS of an immedi-
ate dialogue between Shabir Shah
and the Centre's Kashmir inter-
locutor, K C Pant, appear bieak.
Shah said he wanted to seek public
opinion on Pant's rejainder to his
queries.

In a letter to Shah, Pant
had addressed Shah's clarifications
on the talks and had sought for a
meeting. Shah released copies of
the letter to the press here on
Wednesday and said that he would
seek public opinion before respond-
ing to it.

Party general secretary
Moulana Mohammad Abduliah
Taridistributed copies of the letter
to media persons at the partv's Raj
Bagh headquarters.

Shah had sought clarifications
on three main issues from K C Pant
before entering into a formal dia-
logue with him.

He wanted to know if the talks
were for the mere restoration
of peace in the State or to resolve
the core issue of Kashmir He
had also demanded that the
talks be ftripartite, involving
Pakistan as third party to the dis-
pute of Kashmir

Shah had also sought that
pro-India political groups and
personzalities be kept away
from the dialogue. Pant, in his
rejoinder. had diplomatically
disagreed with Shah on all the
three points.

Though Pant admitted that
the "end result of dialogue” should
be resolution of the Kashmir prob-
lem, he told Shah in no-uncertain
terms that discussions with him
would be for the restoration of
peace.

AFP

Maulana Abdullah Tari, one of
Kashmiri separatist leader Shabir
Shah'’s special envays, gestures as
he reads to the Press a letter from
Government's pointman on
Jammu and Kashmir K C Pant on
Wednesday in Srinagar.

"It is important to emphasise
peace hecause it's is necessary
to alleviate the sufferings of
people and not because the
Kashmir problem was being
treated merely as a law and order
issue"”, Pant's letter said.

He said the solution to Kash-
mir's problem could be evolved
only in an atmosphere of peace.

Pant is silent on Shah's demand
for “tripartite talks" and has
instead reiterated the govern-

7\

ment's established stand that
it was not averse to talking to
Pakistan.

"The government of India is not
averse toengage Pakistan in mean-
ingfud talks on Jammu and kash-
mir and is hopeful that Pakistan
will cooperate with India and initi-
ate measures that would facilitate
the process”.

Pant was emphatic in rejecting
Shah's demand for keeping away
pro-India groups from dialogue.

"At this stage, we are keen to
understand the concerns of all sec-
tions of the people of J&K," Pant's
letter said. "It would have been
against the spirit of democracy not
to give those whao have a stake in
the future of J&K a chance to
express themselves,”

PANT’S SECURITY UPGRADED

THE CENTRE has upgraded
the security of KC Pant to Z
category before his visit té
! Kashmir sometime next week.
. Sources said the security of
Pant, who would visit the Val-
ley to hold talks with former
Chief Minister GM Shah, had
been upgraded following re-
ports that militants might try
to create some mischief.
Under the new security cover.
Pant will have a 24- hour
armed escort hesides a couple
of pilot cars. In addition to the
Z category security, Pant has
been provided with additional
armed guards at his residence
and office to prevent any unto-
ward incident. Pant was earli-
er covered under the X catego-
ry security.

PTI, New Delhi
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Tetter for letter: Pant reply to Shah

A
Srinagar, May 15 ‘H 1~ C\

AN EMISSARY of K C Pant, Cen-
tre’s negotiator on talks with
Kashmiri groups. today met
Jammu and Kashmir Democrat-
ic Freedom Party (JKDFP)} presi-
dent Shabir Shah and handed
him a letrer with clarifications
sought by him.

Immediately after receiving

the letter from Pant's emissary
Naresh Kumar Jain, the execu-
tive commitiee of the JKDFP met
to deliberate on its contents.
Both Jain and Shah refused to
divalge the letter’s contents,
written in responsc to Shah's
communication seeking certain
clarifications trom the Centre for
a dialogue with Delhi.

Shah said the details of the jet-
ter would be made puhlic only
after the JKDIFP exccutive bady
discussed it. "We have not hidden
anything from the pubiic so far,
nor do we intend to do so in
future,”

Eariier this month. a two-mem-
ber JKDFP team comprising
Saleem Geelani, spokesman and
chief organiser of the party, and
Maulana Abdullah Tari, secre-
tary general, had handed over a
letter to Pant seeking claritica-
‘tons on whether ralks would be
1eld with Pakistan,

The JKDFP also sought to
tnow if the Vernmernt was
ericus ab holding talks with
rranps.Hke the National Confer-

i bk

APHOTD

Pant's emmissary Naresh Kumar Jain {right) with Shahir Shah in Srinagar before leaving for New Delhi.

ence and the Conpgress and
whether it planned to hold talks
with Kashmiri militant groups.
Jain and Shah came out after
remaining closeted for nearty 20
minutes. Asked about his mis-
sion, Jain said he was entrusted
with the job of handing over the
letter. *Shah will disclose the

contents of the letter” Asked
where the talks would be held - -
Srinagar or Delhi —- Jain said
“preferakbiy in Delhi”. On the pro-
posed visit of Pant to Srinagar.
he said: “Pant will visit Srinagar
but no date has been fixed yet.”
Jain said no date had been
fixed for talks with Xashmiri

groups. Shah said he would enter
into a dialogue with New Delhi to
resolve the Kashmir issue and
welcomed the recent remarks of
Atal Bihari Vajpavee that he
wauld leave no stone unturned to
foster friendly relations with

Pakistan.
/n(
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Kashmir is a leftover of history and\{complicated issue: Zhu

China backs peace for J&K

Islamabad, May 12 (Agencies):
Calling the Kashmir problem
“complicated”, visiting Chinese
Prime Minister Zhu Rongji said
Beijing would support all efforts
in resolving the issue peacefully,

“Kashmir is a leftover of histo-
ry and a very complicated issue,”
Zhu said addressing a joint press
conference with Pakistan’s mili-
tary ruler Pervez Musharraf here
last night.

China would try its utmost to
support efforts aimed at resolving
the dispute through peaceful
means, he said. Zhu said develop-
ments in South Asian region were
linked to stability and prosperity
of Asia in particular and the world
atlarge.

“As a close neighbour, China
cares about the situation in the re-
gion and sincerely hopes that it
will be able to maintain peace and
stability and that countries in the
subcontinent can live together in
peace,” he said.

To a question on increasing de-
fence cooperation with Pakistan

in respect to the increase in Indi-
a’s defence budget, Zhu said
China and Pakistan continued to
cooperate with each other bt “in
strict observance of international
agreements.”

Earlier, speaking at the ban-
quet hosted in Zhuw's honour,
Musharraf said the “movement”
in Kashmir could not be “bracket-
ed with religious extremisin, sepa-
ratism or terrorism.”

He claimed Kashmir “is not
and never was a part of India™.
Musharraf said Pakistan main-
tained a minimum level of deter-
rence that could counter “any ag-
gression” from India.

“We are very confident that
this level of deterrence is main-
tained,” Musharraf said, adding
that no increase in defence spend-
ing by India can deter Pakistan
from maintaining the deterrence
level.

“We will alwavs maintain it
and we are maintaining it,” he
said adding that China has provid-
ed all assistance that Pakistan

T,

needed in al\ fields of actjvity. “We
are very proud of it and axtremely
grateful to them for that,”
Musharraf said.

Zhu arrived in Islamabad yes-
terday and held discussions on re-
gional and economic matters with
Musharraf. The two sides signed
seven project agreements which
officials sav might invelve ahout
$500 million of investment bv Chi-
nese companies in Pakistan.

Zhu said Musharraf had alsc
asked for Chinese support in de-
velaping Pakistan’s Gawadar port
and a coastal highway in
Baluchistan province. “Lasl vear
Pakistan-China trade hit a record
high of $1.18 billion, doubling that
of 10 yvears ago,” he said.

Zhu praised Musharraf's
record since he took power in a
bloodless coup. “Yeour country is
more stable and the downward
spiral of the economy has been re-
versed and the people’s living
standard has also improved some-
what,” Zhu said.

Musharraf has begun political

13 MAY 2T

and economic reforms and tried to
improve the investment image of
Pakistan after it was badly tar-
nished by a row with foreign-
backed power companies.

Missile defence

Pakistan issued an implicit attack
oh the proposed US missile de-
fenice system today. “We are
against any action that re-initi-
ates a nuclear and missile race,”
Musharraf was quoted as saying
v the official APP news agency.

The criticism from Musharraf
contrasted with India’s support
for the controversial US plans yes-
terday during a visit to New Delhi
by US deputy secretary of state
Richard Armitage.

IS President George W. Bush
has sent envoys around the worid
to drum up support for the
scheme, which he says would
eliminate the risk of missile at-
tacks by “rogue states”. China is
deeply suspicious that the US plan
for a missile shield would neu-
tralise its nuclear force. }



17 journalists

Srinagar, May 10 r) ¥ \‘\_/X\ ‘\

SEVENTEEN JOURNALISTS, mostly video-
graphers and photo journalists, were injured
today when BSF men assaulted them at
Magam on Srinagar-Gulmarg Road where 11
people were Killed in a blast yesterday, offi-
cials said.

The BSF jawans led by an assistant com-
mandant beat them up with gun butts and
lathis and threw B Kumar, a Dethi-based cam-
eraman of Enadu TV, into a stream after he
received serious head injuries, the sources
alleged. Their cameras and other eqguipment
worth lakhs of rupees were either damaged
or thrown into the stream by the BSF men,
the officials said.

The incident took place when the scribes
were covering from a distance BSF assanlt on
villagers, who after receiving bodies of vic-
tims of yesterday’s blast were raising slogans.

Two FIRs have been registered against the
BSF personnel in connection with the assault
on journalists and Minister of State for
Home Mushtag Ahmad Lone and DGP AK
Suri have assured a probe into the incident.

The injured include S Irfan of PTL, Fayaz
Ahmad of UNI, Naseer Ahmad of Zee TV,
Shujat Bukhari, Nissar Ahmad Bhat of
Hindu, Aijaz Rahi and Mehrajuddin of Asso-
ciated Press, Bilal Ahmad Bhat of ANI, §

AFP PHOTO

A woman on Thursday mourns the death of her
husband, killed in the Magam blast.

Tarig of NDTV, Tauseef of AFP, Sanam Aijaz
of ETV, Javid Ahmad Shah of Indian Express
and Sayed Muzaffar Hussain of Urdu daily
Srinagar Times.

Naseer Ahmad, a witness, said the incident
took place near main Magam Chowk where
the BSF men first beat up the villagers with-
out any provocation and then their officer
ordered them to pounce on the journalists.

THE HINDUSTAN TIRE:
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hurt in BSF attack

MILITANTS KIDNAPPED Il Hindu shepherds fram
a village in Doda, Jamma: and Kashmir, on §
Thursday and shot eight of them, a police I
spokesman said.

P11, Jammu

The BSF men fired a few rounds in the air,
surrounded the journalists and beat them up
one by one, he said. Their fury subsided after
DIG of BS, RP Singh, reached the spot.

However, later when the journalists went
looking for their expensive cameras, BSF DIG
in charge of Magam, AK Malik, reached the
gpot and ordered his men to take action
against the scribes who were once again beat-
en up, Naseer alleged.The journalists then
ran to the nearby Magam police station and
took shelter, he said,

Minister of State for Home Mushtag
Ahmad Lone, DGP AK Suri, I-G BSF, Srina-
gar, G8 Gill and I-.G of CRPF, PC Joshi
reached the spot, gave a patient hearing to the
journalists and assured a probe into the inci-
dent. The injured journalists were then taken
to hospitals in Srinagar for treatment.

BSF DIG AK Vaishnava said an inguir
will be conducted by a BSF ofﬁcet//éd
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/Pﬁnt to visit Srinagar

|

By Our Special Correspon&/( P

NEW DELHI, MAY 8. The Centre's
designated interlocutor on Kash-
mir peace talks, Mr. K.C. Pant, to-
day announced that he would
soomn visit Srinagar to have more
meetings in a bid to strengthen
the peace process.

"1 have accepted the invitation
of the Awami National Confer-
ence 1o visit Srinagar but the
dates will be firmed up later,”” Mr.
Pant told reporters today after
meeting Mr. Muzaffar Shah of the
ANC,

The ANC of the former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mr.
G. M. Shah, extended an invita-
tion to Mr. Pant to visit Srinagar
and other parts of the Vailey to get
a first hand feel of the situation.

Mr. Muzaffar Shah handed over
a three-page letter of the ANC to
Mr. Pant, saying his party saw the
opportunity as a “positive devel-
opment” and would not put any
hindrances or conditionalities for
the peace talks.

“Exchange of views is the only
way out for finding permanent
solution 1o the vexed problem of
Kashmir,”” Mr. Shah, son of Mr. G.
M. Shah and also the spokesman
of the ANC, told reporters.

Mr. Shah said that ANC's
“mantra” for solving the Kashmir
problem was “consuliation. con-
Sensus, compdssion, compro-
mise, and no-confrontation.”

fle added that there was no

harm in ralkmgci 1t bothering
abourt the results.

Responding to |queries, Mr.
Pant said that he Jad gladly ac-
cepted the invitatioh and took ad-
vantage of Mr. Muzaffar Shah's
presence by listening to his views
on broader aspects of the Kash-
mir issue.

“Whatever discussion has to
take place will be with Mr. (G. M.
Shah when | visit Srinagar,” he
said, Mr, Pant also held meeting
with senior most Ladakhi, leader
Kushak Bakula.

Coup report
baseless,
says IS| chief

ISLAMABAD, MAY 8. The Director-
General of Pakistan's Imter-Ser-
vices Intelligence, Maj. Gen.
Rashid Quereshi, today described
as ‘baseless’ a report about an at-
tempted coup against the Chief
Executive, Gen, Pervezr Mushar-
raf.

Replying to a query from a jour-
nalist on whether a coup was di-
tempted yesterday, he said no
such incident had taken place.

The journalist brought to his
notice national dailies receiving
telephone calls on this issue,

The news about the alleged
coup and its denial was not puib-
lished in any daily except the Na-
wai Wagat. - UNI

THE HINDU
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realities,

By Shujaat Bukhari

Allowing a delegation of the
Adi-Party Hurriyat Conference to
visit Pakistan waould be the most
important ingredient in the
peace process initiated by the
Government of India five months
ago, according to Prof, Abdul
Ghani Bhat, APHC chairman.
Stressing that the BIP-led Gov-
ernment “backtracked” on the
issue, he says the prevailing con-
fusion is not unexpected.

The college teacher-turned-
politician, who was dismissed
from Government service in 1986
for airing anti-India views, Prof.
Bhat was elected chairman of the
23-party conglomerate last year
in a direct contest with another
executive member, Mr, Abdul
Gani Lone. He believes that there
is no alternative to talks but in-
sists on the recognition of “som-

INTERVIEW

bre realities” by India. The
involvement of Pakistan in any
kind of negotiations is not only
necessary but also vital for the
peace process (o fructify.

Prof. Bhat describes the jam-
mu and Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party chief, Mr. Shabir
Shah's recent move to send a
team to Delhi as a “premature
abortion of an effort which did
not exist.” In an interview to The
Hindu at his residence here, Prof.
Bhat maintained that the APHC
had not rejected the offer of talks
but wanted New Delhi to ensure
that the dispute on Jammu and
Kashmir was addressed.

Shujaat Bukhari: Why did the
APHC decide against entering in-
to a dialogue with the Centre?

Prof. Bhat: Peace process has to
be viewed with reference tw the
dispute of Jammu and Kashiir. it
you talk peace without taking intwo
gecount the issue which constitu-
tes a threat to it, you are going to
end up nowhere. The APHC has
o take a position which is com-
mensurate with sombre political

S

The chairman of the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference,
Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmed

realities. Withowm involving Pakis-
tan, India and the peeple of Jam-
mu  and Kashmir, we cannot
restore pedce in South Asia. Both
India and Pakistan are nuctear. (f
they fight another war, it willbe a
disaster and if yvou want to banish
the ghosts of war and ensure nu-
ciear peace, the dispute of JTammu
and Kashmir has to be addressed.

You mean India should accept
it is a dispute?

No, [ do not say that because 1
believe the Gol has recognised
Kashmir as a dispute and the in-
ternational commiunity has also
deone so. Above all, India and Pa-
kistan have fought three wars
over it, If they say it is not a dis-
pute | will be amused,

What is the reality?

The reality is that there are
three parties to the dispute. Fu-
ture dispensation is involved. Ttis
net an ethnic issue, not a law and
arder problem and of course not
an internal dispute, Therefore,
when you talk in terms of peace it
has to be comprehensive, pur-
poseful and result-oriented.

But a beginning has been

. Why don’t you cooperate
with the {peace} process?

H vou want to purchase peace,
vou cannot do it by any stretch of
imagination unless you address
the issue, You have to have a road
map. 1f the APIH (delegation)
had been given an opportunity to
travel to Pakistan, it would have
helped. This is the most impor-
tant step, if at all, for the Gol and
the people of Kashanir, Tu is the
right step in the right direction.

In the past, you emphasised
flexibility on the issue. Apparent-
Iy the Centre has been flexible
and not put any conditions. Why
have you not moved ahcad?

The Hurrivat has demonstrated
a deeper sense of flexibility than
the Gol with reference to peace
process, We did not, as a forunt
reject the unjlateral ceasefire an-
naunced by the Prime Minister,
Me. AL B Vaipavee, but we did re-
ject the same announced by the
fHizb-ul-Mujahideen. We thought
the Prime Minister was  clear
agbour it (the announcement.
That s why we suggested that we
be allowed to go to Pakistan. We
wanted 1o wlk to the mujahideen
in Pakistan and the Government
of Pakistan. india was honour-
bound 10 allow the visit, They (the
Centred backtracked. Tt is not a
healthy trend in politics.

Do you think the ceaselire is
still relevant?

tis not. It can only be relevant
if the other party accepts it. It can
be successtul only when APHC is
allowed to go to Pakistan so that
we talk to the mujahideen and re-
turn with a message of peace.

Why are you putting condi-
tions when the offer of the Gol is
not conditional?

The (Centre’s) statoment was
cleverly drafted. You will not
came across a single sentence
where it committed that it {the of-
fer) was unconditional. 1 suspect
that the ofter is conditional when
you go deep into it. Wher you talk
abourt law and order, it is an in-
ternal track and ir becomes a do-
mestic issue. When they refer to
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recognise sombre
urriyat chief

Z made..

aprecd salution it is. 1 believe, au-
tonomy which, ol course, is not a
solution 1 the problem.

When you oppose the involve-
ment of diverse political parties,
like the pro-India groups, in the
dialogue how can you take into
confidence the people of all re-
gions and religions?

We feel the APHO represents
whale of Jammu and Kashunir. We
represent the predominant view
in the Suite.

But there seems to be a clear
division among the people of
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh?

I agree. There is dissent along
comimunal fines. This is the bot-
tomline. That is why we say that
plebiscite is the only solution. If
the majority goes in favour of In-
dia we will accept it and withdraw
our demand. A majority decision
has 1o be accepted by ail the par-
ties o the dispute.

How do you view the proposal
based on the division of Kashmir
State?

{t will be if and when we sit
down and 1alk about solutions.

You do not rule out division as
proposed by the U.S.-based
Kashmir Study Group?

I do not rule it out. This is my
personal view. 1 was in its favour
in 1994 when 1 said the Dixon
plan can be implemented with al-
terations here and there.

Mr. Shabir Shah has recently
sent a team to Delhi expressing
his willingness o join the proc-
ess?

One party can never do it. He
has every right to choose his path.
But he may not be knowing this
path is strewn with thorns and
prick of the thorn is so dangerous
that you can bleed profusely.

But he has started from some-
where?

1 consider it a premature abor-
tion of an ¢ffort which does not
exist at afl. When he apparently
says he is walking, he is not walk-
ing and he never will walk. 1t is
always a collective

leadegship
which can take a decision
/
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Talk to foes, Shablr Sha

HT Correspondent (f!"» e

New Delhi, May 3

J&K Democratic Freedom Party
chief Shabir Shah today sent a
set of three gquestions to KC
Pant, the Government-appoini-
ed negotiator for peace talks in
Jammu and Kashmir, The ietter
is being seen as a setback of
sorts for the peace process.
Shabir Shah wanted 10 know
whether India considers Kash-
mir a law-and-order problem or
the “core issue”. Secondly.
would India recognise that bilat-
eralism has not worked since

1953 and bring Pak1s an, a “prin-
cipal” in the dispute, to the
negotiating table at a later
stage? Third, does India intend
engaging the militants in talks,
either directly or indirectly?
Shah's emissaries were
JEDFP secretary general,
Maulana Abduliah Tari, and
chief organiser, Saleem Gilani.
They handed over the letter to
Pant at his home this afternoon,
but said they had no authorisa-
tion {o go bevond exchanging a
few niceties. There was a tinge
of sarcasm in Shah's “advice” to
Pant. The former Amnesty

Internatlonal “Pnsoneﬂ »on-
science” awardse said the Gov-
ernment should talk with people
who disagree with it arld not
with thase who ate ¢n its gide.
Shabir sought a “clarifica-
tion” on the role of the National
Conference, Congress and palit-
ical outfits launched by former
militants in the proposed talks.
Pant said after his brief interac-
tion with the JKDFP that he
would make no comment now.
In an atmosphere of mistrust,
Pant had been looking forward
to a breakthrough today with
Shah. A breakthrough with

lIs Pant

Shabir would have sent a mes-
saga to the All Party Hurriyat
Conference that New Delhi was
getting somewhere with its
much publicised peace process.

Unlike the Hurrivat, Shabir
Shah, who insists on three-way
talks, has not said that he will
not join the taiks. It is this that
makes Government circles feel
that Shah is only playing hard-
to-get with his questions.

His emissaries are expected
to give a clearer idea of his strat-
egy tomorrow at a Press meet.

Photograph onV
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' Yo lar “display
. SHABIR SHAH'S EMISSARIES HAND OVE* . s
%‘9 M- - — "7 777 hawe house on
- ase for minding tt
~ Pondichern
A window of opportun_
v sym-  trigger thot
on the Ssvmbol in
By Our Special Correspondent negotiator. Mr. Pant allowed bim- - man, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhtorick- minds  me
_ selfto comment that “this was the public statement that the sej North ~crowds and
NEW DELHI, MAY 3. The Centre's  roper way” to go about and that tist conglomerate would nodidate Animat 1i
designated negotiator, Mr. K. C. My Shah's communication would — sending any letter or comms$ sym- dare outrage
E?}rrlttu(r]lli)gr'l’eti r;}égi:\ggc}:c:;(rguorg- be “duly replied”. However, Mr.  cation to Mr. Pant's invitarican au- EIES and
y { - o ees . ) ‘How can t
cation from the emissaries of Mr. ??;;ttgraaii%??ﬁélfm ;:;Ct;e p?ﬁﬁi It is a serious matter. T thers” asks
Shabir Shah, president of the  gpeaking to mediapersons has to belanmcreased leveloave 0 ya Prani N
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic ) derstanding and one has o bis and  aedvist, ab

Freedom Party. Mr. Saleem Gee-
lani and Mr. Abdullah Tari met
Mr. Pant at his residence and

By contrast, he was critical of
the public response of the Hurri-
yat leadership and noted that

a climate of trust,” said Mr. yellow
in his first reaction to the Hures.
formulations. He noted that |

that paints
part of its g

handed over a letter fram Mr. “negotiations cannot be conduct-  effort had to be to raise the 1S €V By Sudi
Shal. ed through newspapers”. He was of understanding”’ among var2Ys n an
. responding to the Hurriyat chair-  groups and individuals, evedidate E
The emissaries propose 1o re- > is of Photos:
lease the communication to_ the r be- and K

press tomorrow. However, it is
believed that Mr. Shah has sought
a number of “clarifications” from
Mr. Pant. He had already publicly
stated the peints on which he and
his party would want clarifica-
tions before they could sit down
across the negotiation table.
These include whether the "dia-

logue” was aimed at “resolving
the dispute” or merely “restoring
peace’’; whether Pakistan was to
be brought in at a later stage, if
not now; whether Mr. Pant in-
tends to talk to other groups such
as the National Conference, the
Congress, the BJP, etc and,
whether the designated negotia-
tor would be opening a dialogue
with the militant groups as well.

Even though the tenor of Mr.
Shah's reservations about the
Pant mission was known, symbol-
ically it was a movement forward
thar the emissaries handed over a

commini?’ﬁon to the designated

T .L_

Mr. Saleem Jalanl and Maulana Abgdliah hand over a letter
behalf of Mr. Shabir Shah, p sdldent of the JKDFP, to
Mr. K. C. Pant, peace negotiator, in New Delhi

on Thursday. — Photoy/Shanker Chakravarthy rouse that Jack built
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~Hurriyat rulesgmt formal "

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 2 MAY
AINTAINING ITS hostile
stance  towards the
Centre’s proposal te hold
discussions, the Hurriyat
Conference, on Wednesday, ruled
out any formal conumunication of
its recent decision to reject the dia-
logue offer to the government’s
chief interlocutor, Mr K.C. Panr.

“The Hurriyat does not believe
in useless formalities and our
staternent in the press is enough,”

/¢hairman of the 23-party con-
glomerate Abdul Gani Bhat told
news agencies in Srinagar on
Wednesday. He was reacting to My
Pant’s refusal to comment on the
Hurrivat's rejection of the offer,
stating that he was yet to receive a
formal communication in this
regard from the outfit.

Mr Bhat said: “We have not
sent any letter, nor do we intend
‘0 send one.”

He continued: “What if we
iend him a lerter? Then Pant will
end us another and ask us to
eciprocate ... No, we are not going
o do this,” ke said, calling such an
xchange a futile exercise,

An executive coundl meeting
f the Hurrivat had, last week,
yurmed the Centre’s offer of dia-
)gue, saying that no alks on
ashmir could be held without the

reijection of govt talks offer
| i

|
!
|
i

PaRLEY Ji: Saleem Jalani and Maulana Abdullah arrive in

New Delhi on Wednesday for talks with K.C. Pant. — P11

involvement of Pakistan. It had
also reiterated its pre-condition
that a Hurriyat delegadon be
allowed to travel to Islamabad to
talk to the military government
and the railitant leaders.

When reminded that the
Hurriyat itself had waited for a for-
mal invitation from the Centre
before formulating a response, Mr
Bhat clarified that *these state-
ments were made in individual
capacities... We never made a col-

lective statement setting any pre-
condition of formal invitation.”
The Hurriyat chairman also
distanced himself from Jammu
and Kashunir Democratic Freedom
Party chief Shabir Shah’s move to
seek clarifications from the Centre
on its offer. “We are least con-
cerned with what he
does...Hurriyat will discuss the
future strategy shortly without

waiting to see what comes oupof
Shah's parleys,” he said.
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‘Musharraf |,/

W Confinued from Page 1
India.” Though absent from the list of “designated terrorist orgapisa-
tions,” the Lashkar-e-Tayyaba has been listed in the appendix o
report under “other terrorist groups.”

was founded by Maulana Masocd Azhar, with the aim to unite Kash
with Pakistan. Azhar, a former Harakat ul-Mujahideen leader »

ii relzased after a December 1999 hijack drama involving an Air-India

flight.

The report noted that the Harakat ul-Mujahideen, the only Pakistan-
based group designated as a foreign terrorist organisation, continued to
be active in Pakistan without discouragement from the government of
Pakistan,

Noting thal credible reporting had indicated Pakistan was providing the
Tatiban with material, fuel, funding, technical assistance, and military
advisers, the state department report anderscored the US concem about
these media reports.

“Pakistan has not prevented large numbers of Pakistani nationals from
moving into Afghanistan to fight for the Taliban. Islamabad also failed 1o
take effective steps to curb the sctivities of certain madrasas, or religious
schools, that serve as recruiting grounds for terrorism. Pakistan publicly
and privately said, it intends to comply fully with the United Nations
Security Council Resolution $333, which imposes an arms embargo on
the Taliban.”

In a trip report put together after a recent visit to India and Pakistan, an
influential former deputy assistant secretary of state for South Asian
affairs, Ms Teresita C. Schaffer made a mention of General Musharraf"s
“unwillingness” to confront militant organisations in his 18 months in
office. Pakistan’s Chief Executive simply cannot crack the whip, even if
he wanted to because the militants represent the popular Kashmiri cause,
Ms Schaffer noted.

Ms Schaffer, now serving as a director of the South Asia programme at
the Washington, D.C.-based Centre for Strategic and International Stud-
ies, said, it appeared that Gen. Musharraf had “consciously of uncon-
sciously” made an “implicit bargain with them (the militants): because
their activities in Afghapistan and Kashunir are vital to Pakistan's strate-
gic goals, and they will be allowed considerable domestic freedom of
action.” The state department report noted that the security problems
associated with various insurgencies, particularly in Kashmir, persisted
through 2000 in India.

Further confirming the trend of terrorism shifting from West Asia to
South Asia, the stafe departrnent report said the Taliban continued to pro-
vide a safe haven for international terrorists, particularly Osama Bin
Laden and his network,

Islamic extremists from around the world — including North America,
Europe, Africa, West Asia and Central, South, and Southeast Asia —

continued to use Afghanistan as a training ground and base of operations
| for their worldwide terrorist activities in 2000. “The Taliban permiited
" the operation of training and indoctrination facilities for non-Afghans
and provided logistic support to members of various terrorist organisa-
tions and mujahideen, including those waging jihad in Central Asia,
Chechnya, and Kashmir.” the report said.

There was an appreciative mention of India’s “continued cooperative
efforts” with the United States against terrorism. The US-India Joint
Counter-terrorism Working Group, founded in November 1999, mel
twice last year and agreed to increased cooperation on mutual counter-
terrorism inferests.

Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Cuba, North Korea, and Sudan continue to be
the seven governments that the US secretary of state has designated as
stale sponsors of international terrorism. OFf the seven. Iran remained the
most active state sponsor of lecortsm in 2000, /
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HOUGH the Centre’s
dialogue balloon has al-
ready been punctured in
Kashmir, KC Pant’s invi-
tation of formal talks has achieved

rate debate within the separatist
camp onwhat the future plan of the
movement should be, it has forced
moderates to harden their stand,
and it has calted inte question Hur-
nyat Confercnee’s claim that it was
the sole representative of the Kash-

A meeting of teachers, doctors,
trade union activists, journalists
and separatist politicians organised
by scparatist leader Shabir Shah's
Democratic Freedom Party last
week was an attempt to step out of
the borders the Hurriyat has drawn
regarding the Kashmir issuc. The
presence of intellectuals from all
religious and ethnic communities
of the state, apart from those sepa-
ratist politjcal outfits which arc not
 the Hurriyat conglomerate
the gathering to discuss
the JAOpes and fears of a people

e things: it has managed to gen-

THE FUTURE OF TALKS BETWEEN KASHMIRI GROUPS AND THE CENTRE

searching for solutions

A recent seminar organised by separatist leader Shabir Shah brought together

leaders of different faiths and ideologies in Jammu and Kashmir on a single platform.
- MUZAMIL JALEEL reports

pulled in various directions by pro-
independence, pro-India and pro-
Pakistan lobbies. ‘The obvious
question that cropped up in the dis-
cussions was is there a future for
the dialogue between the Centre
andthe Vafley groups.

“We arc not against diajogue,
Who would be? We want to know
the agenda of these talks. If itis just

restoration of peace, nobody in

Kashmir is going to accept it. Talks
should be aimed at resolving the
Kashmir issuc keeping in mind its
historical perspective. It will auto-
matically lead to peace,” said Nay-
cem Ahmad Khan, a top separatist
leader and head.of the National
Front. “We know the Cred.lbl.llty of
accords signed by New Delhi with
groups all across India. We kfiow

- the outcome of the Longowal ac-

cord or simnilar peace talks initjgted
in Nagaland, We will not allow the
Government of India to recduce this
issue to a mere law and order prob-
lem,” he added.

Khan criticised the Hugriyat for
claiming they were the only people

o7

who represented the “Kashmiri
movement”. “We are the architccts
of Hurniyat Confercnce and no-
body can ignore us,” he said. .

A former Advocate General of
the J & K Government, Abdul
Karim called the talks offer a “spi-
der'sweb”, and asked all groups to
respond cautiously. “It is a well-
planned conspiracy to engage us in
a futile exercise. If they (the Cen-
tre) arc serious regarding talks,
they should engage all the parties
to the dispute. They should imme-
diately start tripartite dialogue,” he
said. He blamed the Centre for try-
ing to divert the attention from the
real issue by inviting even those
who don't have any problems with
Delhi.

In fact, thlb point was also-

‘raised by a journalist from Rajouri
Mir Abdul Salam. “Pant’s talks of-
fer is just a delaying tactic,”, he
said. “When Detlhi invites pro-In-
dia parties for talks, it is like a mas-
ter asking his loyal servant
whether he wants to be with him
or to join his enemy”. He, how-

ever, criticised Hurriyat for not in-
volving people from Jammu in its
decision making bodies. “How
many people are there from

Jammu and they claim to repre-

sent the sentiments of the entire
Jammu and Kashmir. In fact, they
don’t even look beyond Banihal
tunnel,” he said.

One of the first militant Icaders
and chief of pro-independence
Mahaz-e-Azadi Azam Ingillabi
stressed the need to involve Pak-
istan in the diatogue. “Without
Pakistan’s involvement, nothing is

. going to be achieved,” he said.

Criticising Hurriyat Conference,
ke demanded launching of a joint
Kashmir working group to forge
unity among all separatist groups
and thus broaden the spectrum of
the Hurriyat Conference which is

already a a conglomerate of 23 -

parties. “Nobody can sideline the
pro-independence groups. If any-
body tries that, we can sabotoge
the process,” he said hinting at

~Hurriyat which is a lorum domi-

nated by pro-Pakistan outfits.

| fxﬂg??'g* .,
wWOIAN EXPRESS

He said the dclay tactics by the
government in addressing the
Kashmir issue wilt have serious
implications. “We have done a lot

~ for the restoration of peace. there

is not a single political party (in

'::;1 MaY 201

the separatist camp) that is now
linked with militants. Isn’t tha
concrete step towards peage;™ he
said, “K C Pant’s letter"should
have come seven yeas ago, Now
there is a necd fof more serious

~éfforts”,

Senior Kashmiri Sikh leader
Janak Singh Sodhi 0o criticised
Hurriyat for not involving minori-
ties in it. “A party which does not
have a representation from

Jamnu Dogras or Sikhs or Kash-
ntiri Hindus cannot claim to rep-
resent everybody in Jamimu and
Kashmir State,” he said. He called
for a serious debate on the talks
offer. “If we will not accept talks
offer, what is the way out then?”
he asked. Sodhi said this was the
first time when the Sikh leadership
of the state was being consulted by
the separatists. “We are happy to
be here today. We are also party to
this issue,” he said, “We want to
know the aim of this movement. If
it is independence then we should
be categorical. If you talk of Pak-
istan then 80 per cent people will
£0 against you.”

Mufti Azam of Kashmir Mufti
Bashir-ud-Din, the biggest cleric of
the Valley who stands recognised
otticially as well, said the only way
out toend this impasse was to allow
Hurriyat to visit Pakistan. “If they
want to go to Pakistar? and talk to
leaders there, what is bad about it?”
he asked. “Talks bave a meaning
only it they lead to a resolution. If.
not, there is no fun to engage in a
dialogue”.

Former Chief Justice of Jammu
and Kashmir High'Court, Justice
Jalaludin too blamed the Govern-
ment of trying to treat the symp-
toms and not the disease. “Without
a clear agenda, desired peace will
not be achieved through these
talks,” he said. “Pakistan is a party

to the dispute and ing will be
achieved by ignosing that ground
reality.” _
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JKDFP TEAM TO MEET PANT

Shabir _Shah reggly

to join peace process

By Shujaat Bukhari \’\D d l

SRINAGAR, APRIL 30. Seeking clar-
ificattons from the Centre on its
offer of talks on the Kashmiv dis-
pute, the chief of the Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party, Mr. Shabir Shah, 1oday said
his party was ready for a dialogue
at any time, anvwhere,

A three-member JKDFP team
would meet the Government in-
terlocutor, My, K. C. Pant, to hand
over a letter discussing flaws in
the offer to various sections of
people in the State. Shortly after
the announcement, one of the
members of the proposed team,
Mr. Hakeem Abdur Rasheed,
withdrew saying he was not con-
sulted on the issue.

At a crowded news conference,
Mr. Shah said his party was not
against the dialogue process but
said it should be rneaningful and
lead to a final settlement of the
Kashmir imbroglio. The letter
writtenn by Mr. Pant 10 hirn and
other leaders was vague and de-
scribed the problem as one mere-
ly relating to law and order. It is
firll of ambiguiries and it has also
been sent ta those wha are agents
of India and believe in the State’s
accession to India,”” said the
JKDEP chief adding “we do not
accept the aceession”.

Trilateral talks

The JKDFP discussed the letter
and later a meeting of over 600
people from all walks of life delib-
erated on the issue. The party’s
executive committee believed in
the resolution of the Kashmir
conflict through a genuine politi-
cal dialogue involving India, Pa-
kistan and the
reprcs?tatives” af the Kashmi-
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The JKDFP ieader, Mr. Shabir
Ahmed Shah, at a press
conference in Srinagar on

Monday. — Photo:
Nissar Ahmed

ris."The letter talks about peace
with reference to law and order
which is not the case,” he said.
The Centre should make it clear
what it meant by “its own peo-
ple”, “peace” apnd why Pakistan
did not figure anywhere.

A JKDFP team comprising
Moulena Mohammad Abdultah
Taari, Syed Saliin Geelanj and Mr,
Rasheed would shortly leave for
Delhi, and hand over a letter w
Mr. Pant explaining the party's
stand, Copies of the latter were
later distributed 1o mediapersons.
“One does not really understand
the motive behind your proposi-
tion of diluting the dialogue to a
sundry level,” the letter said.

A dialogue, though aimed at
achieving peace, had o revolve
yJoqd resolution of the Kashmir

problem. India should simultane-
ously talk to Pakistan as well sa
that the latter was involved in the
pracess. The Indian Government,
he said, should put an end 1o hu-
man rights violations in the State
and free all detenus.
Asked whether he would him-
self tead the dialogue, Mr. Shah
said, “it remains to be seen and
depends upon the response of the
Government.” While insisting on
trilateral talks to resolve the issue,
he said a beginning should be
made adding the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference (APHC) shaould
not have refected the offer. In-
stead, i should have told New
Dethi abrout the offer being inap-
propriate or incomplete,

Militants’ response good

It appeared that the Centre's
abjective was to create confusion
besides deliberately undermining
the importance of pro-freedom
mavement parties in the State, he
said adding the JKDFP Jetter to
Mr. Pant demanded that pro-in-
dia parties be delinked from the
process. Mr. Shah also said the
separalists were ready to fight
elections if only to prove their
representative character. On con- |
sultations with the militants on
the issue, he said his party leaders~
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir t
{PoK) were in touch with militant
groups and there had been a good |
response. “1 will go to Ladakh and |
Jamnu 10 talk to people fiom dif- |
ferent shades of life,” he said. 5

Immediately after the announ- :
cementi, Mr, Rasheed said he had |
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not been consulted before being
named in the team to Deihi
“When the decision of constitu-
ting the teamn was taken I was not
there. I am not going,” hejid.



