'@HC wants Kashriris to have
a Yole i Indo-Pak peace efforts

The Times of india News Service

KOLKATA: Kashmir has become
an issue for diplomatic wrangling
between India and Pakistan, while
the people of Kashmir have been
forgotten, feel All-Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) leaders
Abdul Ghani Lone and Mirwaiz
Umer Faroog. APHC leaders were
in the city to attend a series of pro-
grammes to facilitate people-to-
people contact. ‘

Reiterating the Hurriyat’s stand
on the Kashmiris' right to self-
determination, they told this news-
paper on Sunday that the people
had no role in the recently held
Indo-Pak summit. “Why is the
Centre isolating the Kashmiri peo-
ple from the peace initiative,
asked Mr Lone.

He also brought the charge that
it was the Centre which was pro-
jecting the Hurriyat as a friend of
Pakistan and that by doing so it
was pushing the APHC towards

Pakistan. “There is no doubt that
we would like to discuss Azad
Kashmir with Pakistan like we
would like to discuss the rest of
Kashmir with India,” Mr Lone
said.

He went on to point out that
being » wanl gacty, the Hurriyat
w: at the receiving end. Omar
F400q, meanwhile felt that
K.shmir was not a bilateral terri-
toial or a border issue. “It is an
ise€ of life and death for 13 mil-
lid people. We want peace, with
hotour and dignity. People of
ghmir feel that commitments
mA€ to them were not fulfilled,”

Farooq pointed out. He
epphasised that Kashmir was a
ctical problem and the sooner

h Indian policy makess realised
¢ty the better.

Ir Farooq stuck to his point that
pstruggle in Kashmir was a free-

da struggle. “Pakistan accepts
tf the Kashmiris® struggle is for

self-determination. India does not
accept this,” Mr Farooq said.

If the interaction of APHC lead-
ers with a group of academics,
journalists politicians and
Kashmir- watchers was an indica-
tion, finding a solution for the
Kashmir problem was not so easy
as analysing it.

For, although the topic of the
discussion was finding possible
solutions for the Kashmir tangle,
the only concrete suggestion that
came from one of the speakers was
that the Line of Control should be
accepted as the international
boundary.

Speakers at the interactive ses-
sion pointed out that the credibil-
ity of the APHC must increase if
it wanted to be accepted as the
true representatives of the
Kashmiri people. For this, there

must be representatives of the
minority communities in Kashmir
in the APHC.




at the end of
the Flyover

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 28

THE TEASER ad about 100 fly-
overs had foxed everyone, even
the Kolkata Police, who had
started an investigation. Lo
and behold! “Flyover” turns
out to be the brand name for a
chain of fun and entertain-
ment food parlours that is like-
ly to be launched in the city.

Ilam Systems Ltd, the
| group behind this project, has
already started Nut Khut
range of vegetarian food par-
lours. Mineral water under
the Tlam Pearl brand has aiso
been launched. The company
is planning to inaugurate the
first ‘Flyover’ somewhere in
North Kolkata and a ‘mega
Flyover’ on the VIP Road.

General manager Kaushik
Banerjee did not clarify the
concept at the Press meet. He
claimed the Flyover would be
more than a mere food joint
but details were not revealed.
The company is planning to
invest around Rs 8 crore for
the mega Flyover and is look-
ing for partners and fran-
chisees for the smaller ones
that would dot the city.

However, while these
places would be franchisee-
run the land would be owned
by the company. The company
is also planning to launch
iced tea under the brand
name Tea-u-lip. The iced tea
would be available in carry-
away cans,

Power disruption

POWER SUPPLY to consumers of
Shyambazar and Hatibagan
areas may be disrupted on July
31, between 9.30 am to 12.30 pm,
as the CESC will undertake
urgent maintenance work of the
8 KV switch gear at the Grey
Street distribution station. Hati-
bagan, Halsibagan, Durgacharan
Mitra Street and portions of
Aurobinda Sarani, Raja Dinen-
dra Street, Bidhan Sarani, Sov-
abazar and Bagbazar would also
be affected on that day.

HTC, Kolkata

The restauragt” Flurriyat %ders tug at
Kolkata's heartstrings v 2

ASHOK NATH DEY / HINDUSTAN TIMES

Hurriyat leaders Abdul Ghani Lone and Mirwaiz Umer Faroogq at a seminar in the city on Saturday.

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 28

ONE, TILL a few weeks ago was
among the most eligible bachelors
— angst-ridden eyes coupled with
persuasive arguments enough to
convince anybody. The other, a
septuagenarian politician, his
halting but impeccable sonorous
Urdu tugging at your heart’s
strings.

Meet the tearsume twosome
from the Kashmir valley — hand-
some Mirwaiz Umer Faroog and
the statesman-like Abdul Ghanij
Lone. After 13 years of militancy,
the ‘freedom struggle’ in Kashmir
has turned a new leaf — one of

emotional war. Leading the-

assault are these two prominent
figures of the All Party Hurriyat
Conference. And their first stop
was Kolkata, ‘the city that has a
heart’. What started some 13 years
ago with the abduction of the
Home Minister’s daughter, moved
on to boycotting the elections,
killing security men, abducting
tourists, targeting local Hindus,
recruiting foreign mercenaries

has, after Agra, acquired a new
dimension.

“We think we need to convince
the people of India about our
pomt of view. Thus we are plan-
ning communication at the inter-
personal level,” said Farooq. He
said the Hurriyat remains com-
mitted to the path of boli (dia-
logue) than goli (bullet).

Lone appealed to the audience
with his couplets. Farooq spoke
about his experience as a teenager
whose father fell to militants’ bul-
lets. The audience at the Bhartiya
Bhasha Parishad’s auditorium,
who seemed intransigent to their
view point initially, left with a
heavy heart at the end of the sem-
inar — Jammu and Kashmir: The
Way Out.

Lone admitted the presence of
foreign mercenaries among the
ranks of the Mujahideen. “The
Mujahideen have been active in
the valley since the past three
years but there numbers are
small,” he added. Farooq said not
even one per cent of the 30,000 mil-
itants killed were foreigners. He
said they had entered the valley to
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fight a jihad as they felt Muslims
were being wronged. “The Gov-
ernment turned a deaf ear to our
problems for all these years. The
elections were rigged, elected Gov-
ernments dismissed and our
Chief Minister imprisoned. Do
you call this a democracy?” he
asked.

“1t is the Indian Government
which is responsible for the rise of
militancy. But now they are blam-
ing Pakistan, the Hurriyat,
Mujahideen, forexgn mercenaries |
and what not,” Lone said. For
Kashmiris, the relationship with
India is a legacy of forgotten
promises, he added.

The two reiterated their desire
to hold parleys. “You can talk to
Nagas, Mizos, Khalistanis but not
us. You do not invite Hurriyat and
don’t even let others invite Hur-
riyat,” said Lone, Farooq spoke of
the pain the Kashmiris have gone
through in the last 13 years. “You
can be a bit more generous,” said
Lone before ending with a couplet
— Khudaya un aankhon ko bhi
noor kar de, Jin aankhon mein
murawwat nahin.
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THE UNION HOME Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani’s
statement in the Rajya Sabha unequivécally rul-
ing out ‘autonomy’ for Jammu and Kashmir re-
flects a rigid mindset that is recklessly insensitive
to the concerns of an alienated people and,
much more disquietingly, smacks of disregard of
the solemn commitment the Centre had made to
the State at the time of accession 50 years ago.
While putting forth the somewhat hackneyed
‘the clock cannot be set back’ argument for re-
jecting the idea of a return to the pre-1953 posi-
tion, Mr. Advani sounded condescending when
he said that the Centre would be “willing” to
consider granting of “‘special powers” to it, if
demanded, as part of an overall devolution pack-
age for the States in general. In a sense, his enun-
ciation is more in the nature of a reiteration of
the position the Vajpayee Government had tak-
en last year in the wake of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly’s resolution seeking restoration of
the pre-1953 Constitutional status as recom-
mended by the State Autonomy Committee. In
the context of the failed Agra summit — which
floundered, inter alia, on the issue of ‘cross-bor-
der terrorism’, with Pakistan refusing to see the
insurgency, even if unjustifiably, as anything but
a ‘freedom struggle’ — Mr. Advani’s hardline
stance could only heighten the grave implica-
tions of the anti-autonomy line.

Any credible formulation for resolving the
J&K imbroglio has to recognise that ‘autonomy’
in relation to it means much more than and vast-
ly different from what is commonly understood
by it or by the expression ‘devolution of powers’
to the States in general. Jammu and Kashmir’s
claim for autonomy, which is rooted in the spe-
cial Constitutional guarantees provided to it at
the time of the State’s accession to the Union of
India, has to do with the restoration of what it
has lost to the Centre over the years for whatever
reason. Whether the return should be to the
pre-1953 or pre-1975 status is not really a critical
issue. After all, one cannot be dogmatic about
the cut)ﬁear. given especially the organic na-
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ture of the Centre-State relationship \n a federal
system. But the bottomline is that the ‘autono-
my’ package should, apart from recognising the
ground realities, respect the spirit of the Instru-
ment of Accession, which is exemplified in the
special provisions under Article 370. Given this
context, the promise of ‘special powers’ held out
by Mr. Advani to J&K sounds deceptive. Set as it
is against the backdrop of the overall imperative
of greater devolution of powers to States in the
light of Sarkaria Commission’s recommenda-
tions, the offer can only mean some extra
weightage for the State in the sharing of powers
in such areas of governance as finance and gen-
eral administration. To make this proposition is
to trivialise the Centre’s sacramental obligation
to J&K.

But then, the Vajpayee regime’s responses
to the autonomy-related issues of the insurgen-
cy-stricken State have always been conditioned
by the ideological orientation of its major coali-
tion partner, the BJP; after all the shelving of the
party’s commitment to the revocation of Article
370 is but a tactic to stay in power as the head of
a disparate coalition. For instance, there was
palpable non-seriousness in its attitude vis-a-vis
negotiations with the Farooq Abdullah Govern-
ment on the question of autonomy (which it ini-
tiated after having peremptorily rejected the
Assembly resolution). No Jess striking an exam-
ple was the totally unfocussed ‘dialogue’ initia-
tive (with Mr. K. C. Pant as the designated
interlocutor) which in its own way appeared to
sidetrack the necessary focus on autonomy and
other related issues. It is all right for New Delhi
to seek to pin down Islamabad on the question
of ‘cross-border terrorism’. But, given the stark
reality that the alienation of the people was ines-
capably the basic cause for insurgency to take
root and flourish, the Vajpayee Government can
ill-afford to pursue a polig¥ line that obsessively
concentrates on the Pgkistan factor and skirts
issues that require to e addressed for winning
over the people.
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) a\\ A MAJOR SETBACK

]HE ALL PARTY Hurriyat Conference’'s ‘no’ to
the offer of talks on the Kashmir problem, not
totally unexpected though, is a major setbhack to
the “'dialogue” process initiated by the Centre
over three weeks ago, with the designation of Mr.
K. C. Pant as its official interlocutor. Given the
unfocussed character and conceptual flaws of
the initiative, the Hurriyat leadership cannot ex-
clusively be faulted for its negative response. Al-
though Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat might appear
superciliously dismissive of other groups when
he used terms such as “all and sundry”’ and a
“crowd,” the core elements of his objection
need to be taken into account. In seeking to in-
volve people from “‘all walks of life” in the dia-
logue and inviting their views on ways of
restoration of peace in the troubled State, the
Centre has devalued and diffused the exercise,
apart from exposing itself to the charge of being
extremely casual about it. There is no way the
Hurrivat’s unsustainable and rather preposter-
ous claim to recognition as the “sole representa-
tive"” of the people of Jammu and Kashmir can
be countenanced. But, at the same time, the
ground reality of the umbrella outfit being a very
important player in the State cannot be wished
- away either, if any initiative for finding a political
¢ solution to the vexed problem is to be meaning-
ful at all. By bracketing every other group —
non-government organisations, trade unions,
social/religious association, etc. — with the Hur-
rivat and such other outfits having an immediate
and direct bearing on the militancy-related is-
sues and then requiring them to avail themselves
of the “single window dialogue” facility, the
Centre has in one stroke jeopardised the initia-
tive’s fruitfulness.

Closely linked to the APHC's rejection of Mr.
Pant’s formal offer is the stalled trip by its dele-
gation to Pakistan, thanks to the Centre’s un-
thinking refusal to clear the travel documents for
the five-member team en bloc, the bone of con-
tention being the inclusion in the squad of the
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Syed Ali Shah Gee]anl, known

for his strong anti-India sentiments. Having em-
barked upon the unilateral ceasefire and then
having opted to persevere with the initiative
against heavy odds, the Vajpayee Government
should have, logically, enabled the Hurriyat
squad’s visit to Pakistan especially after the
APHC had made clear that it had absolutely no
intention of playing the “mediator” and its mis-
sion was aimed only at understanding the Pakis-
tan-based militant groups’ viewpoint and talking
them out of the path of violence. All this may be
too ambitious and it is very likely that nothing
tangible comes out of the visit. But the negative
fallout of the Government making an issue of the
pro-Pakistani hardliner’s presence in the dele-
gation and not clearing the visit for that reason
will be more damaging to the basic cause itself.
The balance of advantage would seem to lie in
giving the go-ahead signal to the Hurriyat mis-
sion.

The Hurriyat's response needs to be seen in
the context of the fierce tussle between the pro-
independence and pro-Pakistani elements in the
23-member conglomerate. The fact that, in the
context of the Centre’s ceasefire initiative and
the people’s craving for peace, the moderates in
the APHC’s top echelons could lay down the offi-
cial policy line declaring Kashmir as a “‘political”
problem — and, in the process, marginalise the
likes of Mr. Geelani who insisted on giving it the
“jehad’ tag — is in itself a remarkably significant
and positive development. Given the sort of
pressures that these sections must have come
under both from within the Hurriyat and out-
side, what with the real risk of a ‘“sell-out”
charge being hurled at them by the pro-Pakistani
hardliners, they would indeed have to tread cau-
tiously and adopt a strategy that does not under-

mine their own credibility. For its part, the

Centre would do well to fashion its responses, i
the immediate context, to the Hurriyat’s pleas #h
the basis of a proper appreciation of its <om-
pulsions and imperatives.
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ﬂurriyat’s decision unfortunate,

Jammu leaders o)\

W say

By Sant Kumar Sharma
The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: Most of the political
leaders based here termed as un-
fortunate the All Party Hurriyat
Conference’s decision not to par-
ticipate in the talks with Planning
Commission decputy chairman
K.C. Pant. However, they also said
that this was not unexpected as
the Hurriyat did not have any in-
dependent stand and is managed
by its masters in Pakistan.

State BJP chief Daya Krishan
Kotwal condemned the Hurriyat
saying its leadeship was never se-
rious about restoring peace in the
troubled state. “The Hurriyat
feaders were provided an excel-
lent opportunity to clarify their
position and put across their
points of view. They have squan-
dered away this chance and will
rueit.”

Kotwal added that this was not
the end of the road as far as the
peace process was concerned. He
also said that the Hurriyat had
heen given too much weightage
unnecessarily and this had gone to
its leaders” head.

Sheikh Abdul Rehman of the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), on

the other hand, expressed his un-
happiness with the way in which
the peace process had been han-
dled so far. The BSP had been say-
ing from the very beginning that
honest and sincere efforts needed
to be taken to resolve the Kashmir
problem, he said. Although the
Hurriyat’s claim of being the sole
representative of the Kashmiris
could not stand the test of scruti-
ny, yet it could not be denied that
it (Hurriyat) was definitely an im-
portant component of Kashmir’s
political leadership, he said.

Rehman said the government
and the Hurriyat should be more
flexible in their approaches and
try to meet one another in a spirit
of give and take. Only then would
some solution to the vexed Kash-
mir problem emerge, he felt.

A leader of former Union home
minister Mufti Mohammed Say-
eed’s People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) said the Hurriyat decision
was a temporary setback. This sit-
uation would not last very long
and the peace process might get
an impetus soon, he said.

Some functionaries of the Pa-

nun Kashmir, representing the
Kashmiri Pandit migrants, said the

Hurriyat response had vindicated
their stand that the Hurriyat was
not sincere in resolving the prob-
lem. “We have been saying all
along that the Hurriyat is backing
the gun-carrying militants and is
virtually Pakistan’s voice here,”
one of them said. “The response of
the Hurriyat clearly shows how
peace-loving they are though they
make tall claims that they want
the bloodshed to end,” he added.

Some National Conference
leaders, when contacted, said that
chief minister Farooq Abdullah
had already cricitised the Hurriyat
decision and that they had nothing
more to add. “The CM is also our
party president and he has articu-
lated the ruling party’s viewpoint
comprehensively already,” one of
them said.

The state of disarray in the
Congress could be gauged from
the fact that no $enior party leader
was available for comments. Ing-
dentally, the state party unit/as
been going through a rough patch
due to internal turmoil ang revolt
against state Congress cfiief Mo-
hammed Shafi Qureshi.
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*:’on talks offer

SRINAGAR, APRIL 28. The Jammu
and Kashmir Democratic Free-
dom Party JKDFP) today began
formulating its response to the
Centre’s offer of unconditional
talks on the Kashmir issue. Promi-
nent citizens and intellectuals
from Jammu and Ladakh, invited
by the JKDFP chief, Mr. Shabir
Ahmed Shah, would discuss the
offer for two days as “we do not
believe in outright rejection of
such offers,” Mr. Shah said before
the meeting. “It is with this intent
that we have invited 500 promi-
nent persons to take note of their
suggestions.”

On Thursday, the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference had virtually
rejected the Centre’s offer to talk
to everybody involved, claiming
that it was the “sole representa-
tive” of Kashmiris.

Mr. Shah’s endeavour seemed
to contest such an outlook. “We
do not want to give an impression
to the outside world that we are
rigid. If we reject or take up the
offer, we will give logic. Kashmiris
want a peaceful resolution to the
issue to which Pakistan is an im-

portant party.” He urged Delhi to
resume talks with Pakistan.

“It will be an open discussion.
We will put Mr. K.C. Pant’s (the
Centre’s negotiator) offer to the
people and they will decide,” Mr.
Shah said. “While framing our re-
sponse we will have to consider
the sentiments of the Hindus in
Jammu and Buddhists in Ladakh.
These non-Muslim guests will
speak their hearts out during the
discussions.”

ANC accepts invite

In a related development, the
Awami National Conference
(ANC) led by the former Chief
Minister, Mr. G.M. Shah, accept-
ed the Centre's talks invitation
with a condition that Mr. Pant vis-
it the State and see ‘“‘reason” in
Kashmiris’ “wishes and nationat
aspirations’”. “The ANC would
have no objection or feel no hur-
dle to exchange its views with Mr.
Pant to solve the Kashmir issue
peacefully, equitably, honoura-
bly, democratically and perma-
nently.” — PTI

Picture on Page 8

KDFP deliberates
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” Kashmiri groups criti

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 27. A prominent
Kashmiri group based in London,
Jammu Kashmir National Aware-
ness Campaign, has expressed
disappointment that the All- Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference has reject-
ed the Government's offer for a
dialogue. The Awareness Cam-
paign argues that the Hurriyat
could ‘start a process that could
finally lead to tripartite talks’.

In a statement faxed to The

* Hindy from london, the organi-

sation's director, Prof. M. Adullah
Raina, noted that ‘“‘the Govern-
ment of India has to demonstrate

¢ that it is serious and sincere in

resolving the Kashmir problem
and the Hurriyat has to come for-
ward with confidence, courage
and trust.”

According to Prof. Raina, in ev-
ery struggle there is time for con-

flict and time.\;ér peace. It is duty
of the resistance leaders “to take
steps to save the lives, property
and honour of the people. There
is no justification for perpetuating
the conditions in which we lose
precious lives everyday.” At the
same time, Prof. Raina suggests
that the Indian Government
“must concede the Hurriyat’s just
demand for issuing travel docu-
ments” so that these leaders
could visit Pakistan. “The Gov-
ernment of India will have to cre-
ate conditions for the Hurriyat
leadership to negotiate with Pa-
kistan as well, as it controls more
than one-third of Jammu Kashmir
State.”’

Even before the Hurriyat lead-
ership had formally rejected the
Vajpayee Government's offer of
talks, Lord Avebury, President of
the Friends of Kashmir — an ex-
tremely influential voice — has

cise APHC

C!fséi}#ed the Hurriyat for its
“sold representative” claim. In

statement earlier this month,
Lord Avebury pointed out that
“the APHC claim to be the sole
voice of the Kashmiri people,
though within its own ranks there
is a split between Syed Geelani
and the others over their attitude
to the ceasefire.

Although they claim to be an
umbrella organisation of all polit-
ical parties and groups, the only
one of their constituents which
has a grass-roots membership is
the Jamaat-e- Islami. The Mirwaiz
of course has his own following,
but they are not organised as a
political party.”

Lord Avebury deplored the
APHC'’s ‘“proprietorial attitude,
which denies the legitimacy of
opinions outside their own circle,

including those of linguistic a
religious minorities.”
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 27. — The
All Party Hurriyat Conference
today denied reports quoting
the APHC chairman, Professor
Abdul Ghani Bhatt, that talks
with the Centre were not possi-
ble unless the team was sent to
Pakistan.

Reports from Srinagar quoted
Prof Bhatt as saying: “We are
ready to enter into a dialogue,
with the Centre provided our
five-member delegation, is ‘al-’
lowed to visit Pakistan first to
hold talks with the mujahideen
and the govemment there”.
However, contrary to this °
statement the APHC spokes-
man here, Abdul Majid Ban-
day, said that the chairman
was “misquoted”. Speaking to
The Statesman, Mr Banday
said: “There seems to be some
kind of a misunderstanding.
There is no condition that the .
members of APHC should be
first sent to Pakistan. The
chairman was just implying
that had the team been sent to
Pakistan it would have created

a conducive atmosphere.”
Mr Banday said that APHC
has not rejected a dialogue
with the Centre. “Our only
point is that the political par-
ties and the NGOs whom the
government is inviting, their
stand is well-known. They are
the Centre’s voice. So what is, -
the point in inviting such
people?” .
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Lord of hacker
for India over Kashmir

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri *H v
New Delhz A})i 112/

THIS YEAR is set to become a
record for anti-indian hacking
with 160 websites defaced in less
than four months. Leading the
charge is a little-known hacker
group called the Silver Lor ds
which has wrecked 23 Indian web-
sites in the past six days. The Sil-
ver Lords place a red and black
image on the sites they hack, leav-
ing the words: “Silver Lords: For
the Freedom of Kashmir.”

The Silver Lords seem to be tor
an independent Kashmir. They
have also attacked one Pakistani
website, global.net.pk. While
Kashmiri hacktivism is not
unknow1y, it has never shown this
degree of cyber aggression.

Most hack attacks against Indi-
an sites are by Pakistani or Islam-
ic groups like GForce Pakistan or
Harkat-ul-mOs. Such groups have
been responsible for two-thirds of
the anti-India attacks this year.

The screen names of five Silver
Lords are known: MaDDoNa,
macviz, ScorpionKTX, Lord

~

Choo3s and A% According to
Srijit, the screen name of India
Cracked, a Singapore-based web-
site that monitors hacking, the
group left an e-mail address sil-
verlordst@yahoo.com at one
attack.

The Silver Lords have hacked
Indian sites intermittently before,
but never showed any political
leanings. MaDDoNa, in a recent
solo attack on the site of Guru
Nanak Dev University, said noth-
ing about Kashmir and even left a
note on how to repair the site.

Srijit. analysing previous
attacks by ScorpionKTX, says he
“seems to be connected to Brazil.”
This is of interest, says Ravi
Prasad, who runs c4i, a site on
internet security and terrorism,
as Brazil is a centre for mercenary
hackers. They are recruited over
the internet by governments and
political groups to attack specific
sites in other countries.

This makes it likely the Silver
Lords were recruited, probably in
the past three months, to attack
India-related websites by Kash-
miri activists ar even Pakistani

nS

agencies. “They may have been
asked to attack a few Pakistani
sites to make it seem they were
Kashmiri,” said one expert. The
Silver Lords sent e-greetings to
GForce and Pakistani Hackerz
Club in earlier attacks.

Pakistani hacker groups
sprang up after the Pokhran i
tests and after Western hackers
stole nuclear test data from the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre.
GForce was the first such group.
The newest group is the World’s
Fantabulous Defacers. Prasad
says these hackers are believed to
receive encouragement from Pak-
istani intelligence  groups.
GForce, in an interview, admitted
they are given lists of Indian sites
to deface over the net. The Defac-
ers arose after Pervez Musharraf
came to power and are abusive of
Nawaz Sharif.

All of last year, according to
india Cracked, 131 Indian web-
sites were hacked. This year’s
tally is heading for well over 650.
“It really doesn’t 100k like a good
year for Indian websites,” says

Srijit. -

o
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ISLAMABAD, APRiL 27. The United Jehadi Council
Chairman and the chief of the Hizbul
Mujahideen, Syed Salahuddin, has said that his
organisation would step up its operations against
the Indian forces and installations in Kashmir if
the Indian Government is not willing to declare
Kashmir a disputed territory and signal readiness
for a tripartite dialogue.

In a statement issued here Syed Salahuddin
hailed the decision of the All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) to reject the offer of talks on
Kashmir made by Delhi and maintained that
“resuit-oriented talks” are possible only if
Pakistan is also involved in the process.

The Hizb chief said activists of his organisation
would use ‘sophisticated’ weapons to target the
Indian forces and installations. He said the
recent operation code named ‘Al Fatah’ on April
23 and 24 carried out by his organisation should
serve as a warning to the Indian Government.

In a separate statement the self-styled ‘central
commander’ of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, Abdul
Rehman Dakhil, has said that no third option
and back-channel diplomacy would be accepted
on the Kashmir issue. He said that India had no
capability of stopping the Fidayeen (suicide
missions) in Kashmir.

He said thag'very soon, the Fidayeen group of
the Lashkare-Taiba would create a ‘new history’.
i said that the United States had no

Hizb threatens to step up
Kashmir operations

interest in resolving the Kashmir issue. He
alleged that a conspiracy was being hatched to
eliminate the political leadership of Kashmir.

Addressing a news conference in Islamabad the
‘deputy supreme commander’ of the Hizbul
Mujahideen, Maulana Javed Kasuri, has warned
that any pressure on jehadi outfits in the name
of a deweaponisation campaign would not be
tolerated.

Mr. Kasuri has said that the statements of the
Pakistani Interior Minister, Lt. Gen. (retd.)
Moinuddin Haider, regarding ‘jebadi’ outfits
could have a negative impact and Gen. Pervez
Musharraf should take strong notice of these
statements. He has also warned the Indian
Government that if it caused any harm to Syed
Ali Geelani or any other APHC leader, leaders
like Mr. Bal Thackeray and Mr. L.K. Advani
would also not be spared. He said the Indian
ceasefire was a drama only to provide some relief
to its forces.

In a related development, leader of the
Kashmir Dukhtaran-e-Millat, Asia Indrabi has
said that Kashmir’s accession with Pakistan was
the only solution of the long- standing Kashmir
tangle. In his telephonic address to the Nawai
Waqt (Urdu daily) Forum, she said the Harriyat's
visit to Pakistan would be harmful forthe
Kashmir cause as some of the leaders wanted to
the Mujahideen to
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SRINAGAR, APRIL 26. The executive
committee of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference today rejected the
Centre’s offer of talks on Kashmir,
saying the alliance of 23 parties is
not ready to join a crowded train
which goes nowhere. “We are
ready to enter into a dialogue with
the Centre provided our five-
member delegation is allowed to
visit Pakistan first to hold talks
with the mujahideen leadership
and the Government there,” the
chairperson, Prof. Abdul Gani
Bhat, told a press conference. He
said New Delhi must accept the
Hurriyat as the only representa-
tive body of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Prof. Bhat said the Centre's ne-
gotiator, Mr. K.C. Pant, invited the
National Conference and the
Bharatiya Janata Party, which are
ruling partners, and some other
organisations which “existed only
on paper and did not represent
the people of the State”.

“We call it a crowd, and while
talking to a crowd you will be
shouting,” Prof. Bhat said. "Such
a process of talking would lead
nowhere.”

Extending the metaphor. he
said, “We do not want to board a
train which goes nowhere, we
want to board a train which
moves towards the destination.
We want the talks should be initi-

ated with a purposegs obviously
with an objectivefo achieve a
breakthrough. e Centre wants

e

Hurriyat leaders (from left) Moulvi Abbas Ansari, Moulvi Umer

WONT BOARD A ‘CROWDED TRAIN

. .
urriyat rejects talks offer.

Farooq, and the chairman, Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, discuss a point
during the final round of the executive committee meeting in
Srinagar on Thursday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

to talk for the sake of (having)
talks, we won't be party to it.”

Separate talks

“We are prepared to talk to In-
dia in New Delhi, Pakistan in Isla-
mabad and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir in ‘Azad Kashmir,”” Prof.
Bhat said. Maintaining that the
Hurriyat’s Pakistan mission must
take shape, he said, “If we are al-
lowed to go to Pakistan it will turn
a new leaf. We have to involve the
Pakistan Government and the
militant leadership in the talks for
an ever-lasting solution to the
Kashmir issue.”

Asked specifically whether the
Hurriyat was accepting or reject-
ing the invitation for talks extend-

ed by the Centre’s negotiator, Mr.
K.C. Pant, he said "' leave it to you
to decide.”

Emphasising the tripartite
framework, he said, “The Govern-
ments of India and Pakistan and
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir need to sit together and find a
way out.”

Asked how he would convince a
‘third party’ that the Hurriyat was
the only representative party
when the BJP was popular in Jam-
mu and the Buddhists in Ladakh,
he said it was the decision of the
majority which ultimately pre-
vailed. “‘Let the Government of
India hold a plebiscite. Since it is
as good as elections it will decide
who stands where... If the people
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of Jammu and Kashmir decide to |
join India, we will withdraw our
demand.” ;

Asked whether the mission to |
Pakistan should follow talks, Prof.
Bhat said, “Yes, as this is the first
step towards purposeful talking to |
achieve some results.” On why
the Hurriyat wanted to meet mil-
itant leaders in Pakistan when it
claims to represent the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, Prof. Bhat
said “‘we want to consult them to
work out a formula’. What was
the formula? “I will not give you
the details of the formula before-
hand.” — UNI, PT1

Betrayal, says Farooq

In New Delhi, the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, said the APHC had
betrayed the people of the State
yearning for peace by rejecting
the Centre's offer for talks. “The
APHC is not the true representa-
tive of the people of the State.
There are many other political
parties who can contribute to the
peace process,” he told reporters.

|

Dr. Abdullah said the Hurriyat |
was working on directions from ‘
the neighbouring country. “Last |
evening senior Hurriyat leader |
Syed Ali Shah Geelani had met M
Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr.
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, and toda '
they rejected the offer for t
The peace process will
despite these minor
said. — UNI




Pakistan trip first, talks

«'later, says

UNITED NEWS OF (NDIA ) 0/]‘
SRINAGAR, April 26.-— The
executive committee of the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference to-
day rejected the Centre’s talks
offer on Kashmir saying it is
not ready to join the crowded
train which goes nowhere.

“We're ready to enter into a
dialogue with the Centre provi-
ded our fivemember delega-
tion is allowed to visit Paki-
stan first to hold talks with the
Mujahideen leadership and the
government there,” the APHC
chief, Prof Abdul Gani Bhat,
told a press conference. He
said New Delhi must accept
the Hurriyat as the sole repre-
sentative of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

He said the Centre’s negotia-
tor, Mr KC Pant, has invited

e National Conferexce and

JP which are ruling partners,
and some other organisations,
which exist only on paper and
don’t represent the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“We call it a crowd and while
talking to a crowd youll be
shouting,” Prof Bhat said.
“Such a process of talking led
to nowhere.”

He said: “We want that talks
be initiated with a purpose, ob-
viously with an objective to
achieving a breakthrough. If
the Centre wants to talk for
the sake of talks, we're not a
party to it.” .

When a reporter said the gov-
ernment India challenges the
representative character of
Hurriyat, he said: “Let’s hold a
plebiscite. If the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir decide to join

Hurriyat

India, we'll withdraw.”

“Holding of plebiscite is equal
to elections”, he said, adding
let the government of India
test the popularity and repre-
sentative character of the Hur-
riyat”. To a question if Hur-
riyat claims that it represents
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir why it wants to meet
militant leaders in Pakistan,
Prof Bhat said: “We want to
consult them to work out a for-
mula”. The J&K chief minister,
Dr Farooq Abdullah, teday
said the APHC had betrayed
the people of the state by re-
jecting the talks offer.

He said Hurriyat leaders
should first hold talks with Mr
Pant and then insist on wisit-
ing Pakistan. )
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ISLAMABAD, APRIL 26. Pakistan and
Pakigtan-based militant organisa-
tiong have welcomed the All-Party
Hurtiyat Conference (APHC) de-
cision to reject the offer of talks
made by the Indian Government.

The chief spokesman of the
military government and press
secretary to the chief executive,
Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi, de-
scribed the decision as a “‘step in
the right direction” and said that
the earlier India recognised
“ground realities’ in Kashmir, the
better it would be for the resolu-
tion of the conflict.

[t has been the contention of
Pakistan that there are three par-
ties to the dispute and it is not
possible to resolve it unless all of
them involved,” he said.

Maj. Gen. Quereshi said that if
[ndia was “really sincere” in ad-
dressing the Kashmir issue, it
should take steps to pave way for
all the three parties to sit down
and talk. "'The APHC has done the

. right thing”.

He said that “half hearted and

' insincere” attempts would not
. lead anywhere and alleged the

ceasefire declared by India was
being observed more in breach

, than in practice.

He claimed that while the guns
on the Line of Control have fallen

W
ak., terrorist outfits
ail APHC

. Muralidhar Reddy 1V~

decision

,}lem on account of the policy of
“maximum  restraint’”  being
adopted by the Musharraf Gov-
ernment, the situation inside
Kashmir remained the same.
Kashmiri people continue to be
the target of Indian forces despite
the ceasefire’".

The  Hizb-ul  Mujahideen
spokesman, Mr. Salim Hashmi,
expressed happiness over the de-
cision of the APHC and said it vin-
dicated the stand taken by his
organisation ever since it with-
drew the unilateral ceasefire it an-
nounced in July last year. “This
was precisely the reason that
compelled us to review our cease-
fire. We are not opposed to dia-
logue but we believe that if it is to
be meaningful it must involve all
the three parties’”.

Mr. Hashmi said that the Indian
Government should allow the
Hurriyat delegation to visit Pakis-
tan to enable it interact with all
the concerned to pave way for a
tripartite dialogue.

The Lashkar-e-Taiba spokes-
man, Yahya Mujaheed, also
echoed the same sentiments. He
said that India should be not only
prepared for an unconditional tri-
partite dialogue but should with-
draw its forces from Kashmir to
create the right atmosphere for
resolution of the dispute.

THE HINDCU
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THE TOTAL number of violent
incdents in Jammu and Kashmir
registered a 17 per cent increase in
the post-ceasefire period. Civilian
and militant casualties, however
registered a decline in October-
December 2000 as compared to
July-September 2000.

The picture was grim for the
security forces according to statis-
tics in the annual report of the
Union home ministry for the year
2000-01. While violent incidents
against the uniformed personnel
in the Valley rose from 36 in July-
September 2000 to 55 in October-
December 2000 (the ceasefire was
announced on November 19,
2000), the casualties were con-
stant at 113.

According to the ministry of
home affairs (MHA) document,
the militant activities of various
underground groups and ethnic
tensions over the -year 2000-01
kept the conditions disturbed in
large areas of Assam, Manipur,
Nagaland, Tripura and some areas
of Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh. However, left-wing
extremism declined in Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Mabharashtra.

The annual report spoke of a 9
per cent decline in communal inci-
dents. It however admitted “some
increase” in the incidents of
attacks against Christians and their
institutions during 2000. The
explosions caused by [EDs planted
in  churches across Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Goa have
been mentioned, as is the success
of the Central and state agencies in
identifying the outfit — Deendar

—
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Anjuman — behind the blasts.

A comparison between the
statistics of militant violence in
Kashmir for calendar years 1999
and 2000 shows an improvement
in the situation as far as cvilian
killings are concerned. While the
number of terrorist incidents dur-
ing 2000 (3074) was almost equal
to that in 1999 (3071),the figure
for civilians killed showed a
decline from 821 in 1999 to 762 in
2000. The number of militants'
casualties rose significantly from
1,075 to 1,520, the highest in the
last five years, over the corre-
sponding period. According to the
annual report, the number of mil-
itants killed would have been
much higher but for the Ramazan
peace initiative undertaken from
November 28, 2000.

As for the security forces, they
suffered 482 casualties in 2000 as
compared to 408 last year due to
specific targeting by the militants.
However, the ratio of security per-
sonnel to militants killed improved
from 1:3.3 at one point to 1:4 just
before the Ramazan -ceasefire
began. According to sources in the
MHA, this figure has fallen to
nearly 1:2 in the post-ceasefire
period.

What is particularly galling is
the revelation in the MHA report
that the recruitment of local youth
by the Kashmiri militants had
received a slightly better response
during 1999 and 2000. “With
these efforts, certain defunct
tanzeems like Al-Jehad, Al-Barq
and Tehrik-ul-Mujahideen are
sought to revived, while the exist-
ing Hizbul Mujahtdeen and Al-
Badr are being styéngthened,” says
the report. /?
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Jammu &Kashmir e

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, April 23

THE DEFENCE establishment
has decided to raise the strength
of the specialised counter-insur-
gency wing of the Indian Army
in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Rashtriya Rifles, by 30 battal-
ions.

Highly placed -sources told
Hindustan Times that the plan
was approved after being dis-
, cussed at the Army comman-
ders’ conference, which com-
menced in the Capital today.

to review the prevailing secu-
rity situation in the country.

“The objective is to gradually
withdraw regular army forma-
tions from internal security (IS)
duties in J&K,” a senior army
officer said. At the moment, 117
battalions of the Army are
deployed in Kashmir.

The RR was raised in the early
1990s as a para-military force
with a dedicated counter-insur-
gency role in the troubled
State.

Thirty-six RR battalions have
been raised and deployed since
then, and the addition of 30 more
units would almost double its
strength over the next five years,
leaving a proportionate number
of regular Army units free to be
deployed along the line of con-
trol for their primary role of
safeguarding the frontiers and
preventing infiltration.

GO

?\Recently, it had also been

decided to designate the RR as a

egular component of the Army
iy an effort to increase its opera-
tidnal effectiveness.

At the five-day bi-annual con-
ference which began today, the
top brass of the Army, compris-
ing the Chief of Army Staff, S
Padmanabhan, Vice-Chief Vijay
Oberoi, six Army commanders,
principal staff officers at the
Army Headquarters and direc-
tors-general of all branches held
a closed-door review of the secu-
rity scenario in the country, and
the operational preparedness of
the Army.

Defence Minister Jaswant
Singh also addressed the confer-
ence. New developments, and the
“entire spectrum of war”,
including army doctrines in a
nuclearised environment, and
joint operations with the air
force and navy are to be dis-
cussed. Each theatre comman-
der, followed by the principal
staff officers, will make presen-
tations.

Air Force and Navy chiefs,
besides the defence secretary,
will also address the gathering.
The Air Force and Navy Com-
manders conferences concluded
last week. . »

The last two days of the Army
commanders’ conference will be
devoted to deciding promotions
and postings of senior officers. A
board chaired by the Army chief,

THE HINDUSTAN TIWE:

and comprising the Vice-Chief
and the six commanders, will
recommend to the Government
promotions of brigadiers to the
rank of major-general, and those
of major-generals to lieutenant-
general.

Meanwhile, five people,.includ-
ing a woman special police offi-
cer (SPO) and two counter-insur-
gents nine, were among five
killed in Kashmir today. A PTI
report adds that nine others, "
including five BSF personnel °
were injured as militants trig-
gered four powerful blasts and
targeted security camps and
patrols across the Kashmir val-
ley.

The sudden spurt in militant
attacks, including two aimed at
the lives of a congress leader and
a senior police officer and an
abortive bid to blow up a satellite
radar station, is viewed as an
attempt by militants to influence
the decision of the Hurriyat Con-
ference, which met here to chalk
out a response to the offer of
unconditional dialogue by Cen-
tre.

Militants shot SPO Shafiqa at
Herdov-Malpora in Baramulla
district.

Terrorists fired two rockets to
blow up the radar station at
Chrar-e-Sharief in Badgam dis-
trict of central Kashmir but the
rockets missed the target andAit
a building housing the /BSF
troops instead.




Al‘lﬁrrlyat munm after first-round talks

Srinagar, April 21 m\ M 7
THE HURRIYAT Conference
today failed to reach a consensus
during the first round of talks to
shape the conglomerate’s
response to the Government’s
offer for talks.

The Hurriyat’s general council
will again take up the matter on
Monday. At the end of the work-
ing committee meeting today,
Hurriyat leaders were reticent
on its outcome. But sources said
most of the members doubted
the Government’s sincerity
about resolving the Kashmir dis-
pute through dialogue.

Hurriyat chairman, Abdul
Gani Bhatt, only said three mem-
bers each from the seven-party
executive expressed “free, frank
and fearless” views on the Cen-
tre’s offer.

The views expressed today will
be discussed again at the Hurriy-
at’s executive meeting scheduled
for later next week, he said.

The working committee con-
sists of three members each of
the seven-party executive coun-
cil. The general council compris-
es all the constituents of the 23-
party conglomerate.

Besides Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani, Qazi Ahadullah and Sheikh
Ali Mohammad represented the
Jamaat-e-Islami in today’s meet-
ing. Abdul Gani, Haji Ghulam”
Nabi Sumji and Shabir Ahmad

AFP PHOTO

APHC leaders Syed Ali Shah Geelani and (right) Moulvi Umer Farooq at the working committee meeting.

Dar represented the Muslim Con-
ference.

The Awami Action Committee
team was led by its chairman and
execifive . member Mirwaiz
Moulvi Um%r Fatobq.

Serious dlffereﬁceé hﬁd %\ir’

faced within the Hurriyat over
the Centre’s offer for talks. Some
of the constituents openly
favoured dialogue.

But others said talks had no
mean”ing without the involve-
ment of Pakistan.
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The Centre recently
announced the nomination of
KC Pant, Deputy Chairman of
the Planning Commission, to
negotiate with all groups in
Jammu and Kashmir for restora-
tion of peace in the State.



“ A confrontation in the streets at Narbal, north of Srinagar.

HE CENTRE'S latest move
of naming the Deputy
Chairman, Planning Com-
sston, Mr. K. C. Pant, as
interlocutor for holding
dialogie with Kashmiri political
partiés and groups has not evoked
any, entl?usi‘asm in the Valley. The
magve, aimed at injecting political
tentinto the ongoing unilater-
ceasefire, is being seen here by a
ross-section of people as one
hich does not have the potential
of turning into a fruitful exercise.
After being named as the chief
negotiator by the Government on
April 5, Mr. Pant sent out formal
invitations last Sunday to MPs,
MLAs from the State, political par-
ties and others, including the All-
" Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
urging them to participate in the
peace dialogue. He has even held a
first round of consultations with
the former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Syed Mir Qasim, a
veteran Congress(l) leader of the
State.

The “unconditional” dialogue is
being offered to all the parties such
as the National Conference, the
Congress(D, the BJP, trade unions,
NGOs, social and religious groups
and panchayat members in a bid
to restore peace:in the border
State, gripped by militancy and vi-
olence for the past 12 years.

While the Centre sent out a sig-
nal that talks would not be restrict-
ed to any one organisation, it also

underlined the widely held feeling
that the ceasefire, despite exten-
sions over the past four months,
and the peace process delicately
entwined around it had reached a
dead- end.

Reactions to the appointment of
Mr. Pant as the Centre’s negotiator
have been along predictable liries.
If the-Congress(I) and the BJP have
welcomed it, so has the National
Conference of the Chief Minister,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah. The Chief
Minister has described it as a posi-
tive development in the peace
process.

The separatist groups and mil-
itant organisations have rejected it
and the Hurriyat Conference is yet
to firm up its formal response to
the invitation it has received from
Mr. Pant. The Hurriyat is meeting
again in the coming week to final-
ise its response but observers pere
say that differences of opinion
amonyg its leadership have left it in
a dilemma: whether to talk or nat
to talk.

The Hurriyat Chairman, Prof.
Abdul Gani Bhat, has described
the latest Government move as a
“mere formality” and a ‘‘time buy-
ing tactic”. Clearly, the Hurriyat
does. not want to be a part of the
“crowd”. Prof. Bhat says: ‘“You
have to be guided by stark political
realities on the ground. However,

_if the Government considers that

engaging parties, individuals,
groups and even panchayat mem-

bers, relevant or irrelevant, can
help maintain peace and resolve
dispute, let them go ahead. We will
feel delighted.”

While the Hurriyat Conference
believes that peace will return au-
tomatically once the Kashmir
problem is resolved, the Govern-
ment has maintained that restora-
tion of peace is crucial to the
amicable solution of the Kashmir
issue.

The Government has said that
the doors for dialogue are also
open for Kashmiri organisations,
currently engaged in militancy in
the State but are desirous of peace.
The indication clearly points to the
Hizbul Mujahideen though Mr.
Pant has not named the organisa-
tion. The Hizb Salar-e-Ala, Mr. Ab-
dul Majid Dar, was quoted in a
local newspaper as saying that the
Kashmir issue could only be re-
solved through dialogue. For nei-
ther can militants ever drive the
Indian troops out of Kashmir, nor
can Indian security forces wipe out
militancy in the State.

Political observers here say that
the Hizbul Mujahideen’s ceasefire
declaration of July 24, 2000, had
given rise to hopes that the road to
peace though strewn with rumble-
strips could be travelled but the
withdrawal of ceasefire on August
8 dashed all such hopes. The pro-
Pakistan outfit had laid down a de-
mand for tripartite talks — involv-
ing India, Pakistan and Kashmiris.

There is little
enthusiasm among
Kashmiris about the

Centre’s appointment
of Mr. K. C. Pant as its
pointman for the

State, reports

Vinay Kumar.

Similarly, the Vajpayee Govern-
ment’s initiative to declare a uni-
lateral ceasefire during the holy
month of Ramzan in November
was also seen as a goodwill gesture
by the people in the State. By the
time Muharram came to be ob-
served early this month when the
Centre offered to hold uncondi-
tional dialogue with Kashmiri par-
ties and groups, people here are
harbouring doubts about the sin-
cerity and the entire purpose be-
hind undertaking such an
elaborate exercise without setting
out any time- frame.

“The general feeling that some-
thing positive will happen has
gradually evaporated over the past
four months. Even Hurriyat had
welcomed the ceasefire initially
but failed in securing the permis-
sion from the Centre to travel to
Pakistan. Earlier, the Centre had
outrightly rejected autonomy reso-
lutions, passed by the State As-
sembly. This also came as a blow,”
says Mr. Tahir Mohiddin, editor of
a Srinagar-based weekly. He
makes out a case for giving politi-
cal space to moderate elements,
be they on any side of the spec-
trum — whether in the Hurriyat or
in the militant organisations or in
the National Conference.

With militancy in Jammu and
Kashmir laced with ‘jehadi’ fer-
vour, political observers warn of
dangerous consequences if ultra-
fundamentalists are allowed to
take control of things. From the
time when the first “fidayeen” (su-
icide squad) attack took place at
Badamibagh cantonment area in
November 1999, such attacks have
become deadlier and more daring.

Recently, a - fierce gunbattle
erupted at the heavily-guarded Sri-
nagar Airpott when a CRPF securi-
ty picket was attacked by a
six-member Lashkar suicide squad
and only last week two members
of a ‘fidayeen’ squad hit at Srina-
gar’s busy Lal Chowk area. “How
did one of the militants escape?
The attack could have been dead-
lier, it is a grim reminder of the
shape of things to come,” says a

T 7

Mr. K. C. Pant with Syed Mir Qasim... the negotiator

makes his first move.

shopkeeper of the adjoining Resi-
dency Road.

A cross-section of people here,
including businessmen, academ-
ics, showed a remarkable maturity
in talking about the situation in
the State. “We know that a free
Kashmir will be difficult to sustain
and we are also familiar with the
economic mess and political insta-
bility prevailing in Pakistan. We
are also aware that Indian security
forces are not going to leave and
militants are not going to stop
their fight. But who is suffering in
this scenario, only the people of
Kashmir who are facing a host of
hardships for their survival,” says
Mr. Aizaz, a shopkeeper of Batma-
loo area of Srinagar.

Whether Mr. Pant is able to
make any headway or not in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, people here ap-
peared convinced of the personal
integrity and sincerity of the Prime

Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
in taking steps which could iead to
peaceful resolution of the Kashmir
issue. “Mr. Vajpayee here and
General Pervez Musharraf across
the border are best suited to take
concrete steps in resolving Kash-
mir issue. The two sides may have
their compulsions but they should
give up rigid stances and work for
a peaceful settlement of the prob-
lem,” a shopowner in the posh
Residency Road said.

With the summer setting in and
the winter remaining mostly dry,
the coming days are sure to pose
new challenges on the ground to
the security forces in terms of
checking infiltration, thwarting su-
icide attacks and preventing mil-
itant strikes in the State. At the
same time, the process of dialogue
will also be hopefully on. Will hope
float in Kashmir or will it be yet
another summer of discontent?

Hurriyat-speak

“I do not believe in conditionalities, I am
guided by the ground realities,” says
the Hurriyat Conference Chairman,

Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat.

HE ALL-PARTY Hurriyat

I Conference, a conglom-
erate of 23 political par-

ties of separatist outfits, has
described the Centre’s latest
offer of political dialogue as a
mere ‘“formality” aimed at
buying time. Though the Hurri-
yat could not firm up its re-
sponse to the Centre’s
invitation for dialogue despite
a marathon meeting of its exec- would be no delay in issuing
utive on Tuesday, there are the passports. It speaks vol-
clear indications that it is umes of the Indian Govern-
miffed at being treated as a part ment’s commitment. For one
of the “crowd” of political par- reason or the other, the visit to

ties, NGOs, trade = Pakistan never
unions, pan- happened. - We
chayats and oth- want permanent
ers invited for the peace to happen
dialogue. but peace can-
not happen in a
vacuum. There-
fore, we have to

with a view to consolidating the
peace process. ‘The Govern-
ment of India too agreed, say-
ing if the Hurriyat Conference
seeks to visit Pakistan, the Gov-
ernment will have no objection
and it was on January 25 that
the Prime Minister said the
Ministry concerned was look-
ing into travel documents of
the Hurriyat leaders and there

In a free-wheel-
ing interview to

The Hindu at his bOldly address
home in Srinagar, the root cause.”
the Hurriyat

Chairman, Prof. The Hurriyat

Chairman said
. he was ready to
go beyond the

APHC constitution. “I do not
believe in conditionalities, I am
guided by the ground realities.
The initial gains of the ceasefire
have withered away. The Gov-
ernment is withholding pass-
ports to all the seven members
of the Hurriyat Executive and
blocking the path to Islamabad
— a path which could have led
to peace and prosperity of peo-
ple in the South Asian region.”

In his view, the top political
leadership in New Delhi should
be concerned about the future
course that events may take. “If
India is a nuclear power, so is
Pakistan. If you feel concerned,
why not accept sombre politi-
cal realities.”

He said the Ceritre knew that
alienation of the people in Jam-
mu and Kashmir had deepened
irretrievably. India and Pakis-
tan had fought three wars over
Kashmir and if it pushed the
two neighbours to yet another
confrontation, it would result
in a total disaster.”To be hon-
est, 1 feel more concerned
about India and Pakistan rather
than Kashmir.”

Abdul Gani Bhat,
made no attempt
to hide his feeling
that the Centre’s offer of dia-
logue failed to address the core
issue. In his opinion, peace
would automatically return to
the State once the Kashmir
problem was solved.

Prof. Bhat felt an opinion was
shaping up in India that if a
bold initiative was taken and
Pakistan and the Hurriyat Con-
ference were engaged rather
than the “crowd”, there could
be a way out in solving the
Kashmir problem.

Recalling the time when the
unilateral ceasefire was de-
clared five months ago during
the holy month of Ramzan,
Prof. Bhat said it was a declara-
tion of intent on the part of the
Prime Minister to address the
Kashmir issue with imagina-
tion, “Mr. Vajpayee’s musings ¢
from Kerala referred to going
beyond the beaten track. We,
therefore, responded fairly
positively. India had taken a
step, it was for Pakistan to fol-
low suit. Peace returned to the
LoC not to the Valley,” he said.

He said the Hurriyat decided
t dertake travel to Pakistan

Prof. Abdul Ganl Bhat




“Hurriyat meets to discuss

SRINAGAR, APRIL 21. The working'\’w/

»*Centre’s offer/of talks

committee of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference (APHC) today de-
fiberated the Centre’s offer of
holding talks with all groups in
Jammu and Kashmir but appar-
ently failed to arrive at any con-
sensus. The matter would further
be discussed by its general coun-
cil next week.

After the four-hour meeting,
the Hurriyat leaders maintained a
studied silence over the outcome.
The APHC chairman, Mr. Abdul
Gani Bhat, said three members
each from the seven-party exec-
utive expressed their “free, frank
and fearless’” views about the
Centre’s offer. He refused to give
further details but said the matter
would be discussed at the general
council meeting of the 23-party
conglomerate on Monday.

The views expressed at the
working committee and general
council would be discussed at the
Hurriyat’s executive meeting slat-
ed later next week, he said.

However, APHC insiders said a
majority of the participants
doubted the sincerity of the Cen-
tre in resolving the Kashmir issue
through peaceful negotiations.

In New Delhi, the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, advised the APHC
to respond positively to the Cen-
tre’s offer of talks.

Talking to presspersons after
the signing ceremony of the $one
billion power project between the
State Power Development Corpo-
ration and the National Construc-
tion Corporation of Norway, Dr.
Abdullah said, ‘If they (the Hurri-
yat) do not participate in the talks,

Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat and Syed II Shah Geelani (right)

discussing a point during the executive committee meeting

. ¥

of the All-Party Hurriyat Conference in Srinagar on Saturday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmed

they will have missed the bus. It is
only through negotiations that
normality can be achieved in the
State.”

Queried on the security risks to
the Norwegian personnel in-
volved in the project’s execution,

he said there would be no such
problem. He clarified that the
French consortium had aban-
doned the Dulhasti project not
because of any security threats,
but because of the cost escalation.

— PTI, UNI
s



Hurriyat likely to spurn

Centre’s dialogue offer

Rashid Ahmad "\ 37 r 0\
Srinagar, April 20 (’A\
ALL-PARTY HURRIYAT Confer-
ence has apparently decided to
spurn Centre’s dialogue offer
through its interlocutor, K C
Pant.

Indications are that all the

seven parties, forming the execu-
tive council, the apex decision-
making body of the amalgam,
are inn no way ready to accept the
offer in the present form.
" The amalgam has set out on a
comprehensive exercise to effect
consensus not only within the 23-
party conglomerate but also
among the separatist parties and
leaders operating outside the
Hurriyat.

A meeting between a team of
Hurriyat leaders and Shabir
Ahmad Shah, Naeem Ahmad
Khan and Azam Inquilabi (all
functioning outside Hurriyat) at
Mirwaiz Omer Farooq's resi-
dence on Thursday is stated to be
a part of that exercise.

Sources said that Sahbir Shah
assured the Hurriyat teani, who
included Mirwaiz Omer Farooq,
Qazi Ahadullah of Jamaat-e-Isia-
mi and Bashir Ahmad Butt of
the JKLF, that he would not par-
ticipate in the dialogue unless
the Government fulfilled some of
the basic conditions.

Shabir Shah, who was earlier
reported to have agreed to take
part in the talks, has sought Pak-
istan’s participation in the dia-
logue, which New Delhi is un-
willing to accept. Naecem Ahmad
Khan, who heads the pro-Pakistan
National Front, is also reported to
be holding similar views.

The Hurrivat is convening the
meeting of its 21-member Work-
ing Committee on Saturday fol-
lowed by general council’s ses-
sion on Monday to discuss the
issue. Islamic Students League,

AFP PHOTC

Jaish-e-Muhammad chief Abu Hijra (centre) and his guards at a

hideout on the outskirts of Srinagar.

Jammu and Kashmir Mass
Movement, Muslim League,
Unjaman-e-Shar-e-Shian Muslim
Khwateen Markaz and Jamia
Masjid Augaf besides Kashmir
Bar Association, which are the
most active components among
the general council are quite
opposed to holding any dialogue
with New Delhi.

The otherwise moderate
groups too find it least meaning-
ful to go in for talks in the pre-
sent form.

Observers maintain that this
extreme posture is, in fact, a
damage-control exercise of mod-
erates, who had heavily suffered
in terms of credibility and com-
mitment during their recent tus-
sle with hardline Jamaat-e-Isla-

™HE

mi leader Syed Ali Gilani.

The Jamaat leader’s hardline
approach had not only militant
group’s support but also influ-
enced a large section of common
people and intelligentsia. And
quite reverse to it, the views of
moderates were assumed as a
“sell-out™.

This acted as a compelling
force to the Hurriyat not only to
keep back Gilani (the amalgam
had asked Jamaat-e-Islami to
withdraw Gilani and replace him
with some other representative)
but even to fall in line with him.

“They can’t afford any more
deviation”, said apolitical apa-
lyst, “and only way out for them
to ‘refurbish their image is to
keep away from the dialogue”.

HINDUSTAN TIMES
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US curbs cOuld&
go soon: Celeste

New Delhi, April 20

THE BUSH Administration
could lift economic sanctions
slapped on India in the aftermath
of Pokhran II within three to six
months, outgoing US Ambas-
sador Richard Celeste said here
today.

“I won’t be surprised if it hap-
pens in the next three to six
months,” Celeste told US
reporters during a get together.

The influential Indian caucus
of the US House of Representa-
tives had said the Bush Adminis-
tration had indicated it would
move towards lifting the sanc-
tions.

Celeste, who would leave for
Ohio next week, today called on L.
K Advani at his office here.
Emerging from a 15-minute meet-
ing, Celeste told reporters that
his tenure in India was an “extra
ordinary” one replete with
“exciting” moments at times.

“Often there has been exciting
times ... Overall it has been
very good, “ the outgoing envoy
said .

PTI

SC ruling in
Samba case

THE SUPREME Court has stayed
Delhi High Court’s judgement
exonerating several Army
officers of espionage charges in
the Samba spy case.

A Bench headed by Justice S P
Bharucha admitted the Centre’s
petition challenging the High
Court order.

The Centre appeal-ed that the
High Court had erred in appreci-
ating the evidence in the case
and shquld not have interfered
wtth ;he court martial proceed-

) against the former Army

HT ew Delhi
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~ Hurriyat leader
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy XKQ A

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 20. The All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) leader and Chairman of People’s
League, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, who is here on a private
visit, called on the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, and went out of his way to express his
gratitude for the support being given by Pakistan to
the people of Kashmir in their “struggle for the right
of self-determination.”

The very fact that Mr. Sattar chose to receive the
visiting Kashmiri leaders immediately on his return
from China is an indication of the eagerness on the

© part of the military establishment here to host
. Sheikh Abdul Aziz. 1t was an unscheduled meeting

between the two leaders.

Known for his pro-Pakistan stand, Sheikh Abdul
Aziz made full use of his one-and-half-hours of in-
teraction with Mr. Sattar to sing praises of the efforts
of Pakistan to enable the Kashmir people realise
their goal of right of self-determination.

Right from the moment he landed on the Pakista-
ni soil Sheikh Abdul Aziz has been unabashed about
his pro-Pakistani sentiments. Soon after he landed
at the Lahore airport he declared that Kashmiris
were fighting the Indian forces for accession of
Kashmir to Pakistan.

The following day he went one step further and
said that Pakistan’s nuclear programme was the na-

1 ets Sattar

tional §sset of every Kashmiri and a ray of hope for
the safgty of the entire Muslim world.

An official statement issued by the Pakistan For-
eign Office on the meeting of Mr. Aziz with Mr. Sat-
tar said that former told the latter that the people of
Kashmir were determined to continue ''their strug-
gle for the right of self-determination promised to
them by U.N. resolutions.” Mr. Aziz lauded the ini-
tiatives taken by Pakistan for reduction of tensions
and commencement of a peace process for a settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute in accordance with the
wishes of the Kashmiri people and denounced the
“intransigence” of the Government of India in re-
sponding to the moves by the Musharraf govern-
ment.

The statement said Sheikh Abdul Aziz regretted
India’s policy of not allowing the APHC leaders to
come to Pakistan for consultations. Mr. Aziz is
among the five members nominated by the APHC
Chairman, Prof. Abdul Ghani Bhat, to visit Islama-
bad on behalf of the Hurriyat for consultations on
resolution of the Kashmir dispute.

Mr. Sattar reiterated Pakistan’s firm support to the
Kashmir cause and opposition to “‘Indian attempt to
impose a military solution in Kashmir”. Sheikh Ab-
dul Aziz, who has come here to attend the weddjng

ceremony of his brother on April 22, intends jo4tay
in Pakistan for a period efthree weeks/

Yhe
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rust the first victi

P 4

Militant attacks on the Sikh community in the Kashmir Valley'
have eroded their confidence and bonding with their Muslim
neighbours. Many of them would much rather leave like-the

%( \/7

USPENSE is palpable in

Chittisingpora. This village

in Anantnag, which was
was the target of a gruesome at-
tack on 20 March last year,
seems eerily quiet. Only the
chirping of crickets was heard
and a few farmers in colourful
turbans could be seen tilling the
land. At least, these were signs of
life. Thirty-five Sikhs, including

farmers and retired Army per- §

sonnel, were gunned down in a
row, a day after Holi. The scars
from that incident remain. In th-
is one year, no formal inquiry has
been ordered.

Everything looks the same,
except that the Sikhs are mig-
rating to Jammu and other pla-
ces. Almost,. all' the victims’
families have migrated from the
Kashmir Vallay because only the
women and children have survi-
ved. The security forces’ presence
is of no consolation to the valley’s
Sikh population: Having to live
under the shadow of the gun, this
community has suffered so much
that they don’t want to live in
their  blood-stained  land
anymore.

The situation is the same at
Mehjoornagar ;in Srinagar dis-
trict.” The ratio between the
Sikhs'and Muslim population is
. equal. The Sikhs are trauma-
tised after the killing of six
members of their community by
unidentified gunmen. They are
just buying time, waiting to
move out of the valley to a
better/safer place.

Kashmiri Pandits, says H BULA DEVI

It, perhaps, will not be too long
before the Sikhs, like the Kash-
miri Pandits, are flushed out of
the valley, a challenge which the
government is trying to tackle

& ]

tooth and nail, but failing miser-
ably. For this comimunity, their
agricultural land was the main
reason for staying put in the
militant-infested valley. But now
things have gone beyond their
tolerance level.

Out of fear, the people of
Chittisingpora are selling their
land. The trend which started in
the fringe areas have made
inroads into the interiors.

To counter the militants, the
Hizbu! Mujahideen being the
most active in the area, the gov-
ernment had urged the villagers

to form village defence com--

panies and offered to arm them.

7

But the villagers §id not want
their boys to take up,arms in self-
defence and later enter the arms
race. “That would the psy-
che of our children for the worse,”
said a Sikh leader of the Akali
Dal (Badal). Anti-Muslim senti-
ments are clouding the children’s
minds. “We don’t talk to them.
We keep our distance from them
and move in a group with boys of
our community only,” said a
group of school children in a
choked voice. The villagers are
panic-stricken and their confi-
dence is at a low ebb.

On 31 March, several trucks
came from Jammu and other
places to ferry them them. They
were, however, persuaded to stay
back. “We don’t want to leave,
but the situation is such that we
have been compelled to leave the

region,” said an elderly villager.
Since they see no future for

themselves here, the resentment

against the other community is -

mounting. A sense of mistrust is
brewing and the divide between
the two communities only widen-

ing.

“The faith and trust that we had
in one another are on the
wane...We depended on each
other. But all that is changing
because of the situation that has
been created,” said the villagers
of Chittisingpora and Mehjoor-

nagar.-

The bloodbath that took place in
Mehjoornagar is said to be an act
of vengeance. According to- one
theory, following the incident in

™
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which two State Task Force men'

from the Sikh community were
mistaken to be some other
persons and allegedly killed by a
Muslim autorickshaw driver, the
“revenge was taken blow for
blow”.

But the other theory is that it
was a “plain, targeted attack by
militants on the Sikh com-

munity to create panic”. With
such attacks, the bonhomie that
bonded the two communities is
evaporating and mutual trust is
a thing of the past. '

The author, who is Special
Representative, The Statesman,

New Delhi, was recently in
Kashmir.) / -
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/ Hurnyat mwted

‘ SRINAGAR APRIL 17. The All- PartV
- Hurriyat Conference today re-
* geived a formal invitation from
the Centre for dialogue on the
Kashmir issue but could not firm
1 up its response despite six hours
of deliberations by its executive
council.

The Hurriyat chairman, Prof.
Abdul Gani Bhat, told reporters
here after the meeting, ““We have
received the invitation for dia-
logue from Mr. K.C. Pant, Centre’s
chief negotiator, to hold a dia-
| logue with all groups in Jammu
and Kashmir for restoration of
peace in the State.” The executive
council meeting remained incon-
clusive but it was decided to hold
a working committee meeting on
Saturday followed by a general
council meeting on Monday, Prof.
Bhat said.

The Hurriyat working commit-
tee consists of five members each
of the seven-party executive
council; the general council com-
prises all the constituents of the
23-party conglomerate of separa-
tist outfits, besides the seven ex-
ecutive members.

but undecided

Senior Hurriyat ieaders (from left) Mr. Bashir Ahmed Tota,
Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat and Mr. Bashir Ahmed Bhat
discussing the Centre’s talks offer in Srinagar on Monday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmed

Prof. Bhat claimed that thé
Hurriyat had overcome differenc-
es with its executive member,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, leader of
the Jamaat-e-Islami, and that the
issue be treated as a ‘‘closed
chapter”".

He said Mr. Geelani would take
part in future meetings of the ex-
ecutive. Today's meeting as-

sumed significance as serious
differences gripped the Hurriyat
over the issue of holding talks
with the Centre with some leaders
favouring dialogue and others op-
posing it.

The Hurriyat had earlier said
dialogue should be preceded by a

visit of its delegation akistan.
— PTI1, UNI
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Hurriyat undecided on
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dialogue with Centre |

The Times of India News Service
and Agencies b}

SRINAGAR: The Hurriyat
Conference on Tuesday received a
formal invitation from the Centre
for a dialogue on the Kashmir
issue but could not firm up its
response despite six hours [~
of deliberations by its
executive council.

Hurriyat chairman
Abdul Gani Bhat told
reporters here after the
meeting, “We  have |
received the invitation for
a dialogue from K.C. Pant,
the Centre’s chief negotia-
tor to hold dialogues with
all groups in Jammu and Kashmir
for restoration of peace in the
state.”

With the executive council delib-
erations remaining inconclusive, it
was decided that the Centre’s offer
would be discussed at a meeting of
the working committee on
Saturday and, subsequently, in the
general council on Monday.

According 10 a spokesman of
the Hurriyat, a conglomerate of 23
separatist outfits, the leaders large-
ly supported “meaningful and con-
structive” talks and suggested that
the issue of responding to the
Centre’s offer be discussed in the
APHC working committee, com-
prising 35 members, and in the
general council.

The Hurriyat had earlier
spurned offers for talks, saying
such an exercise should be preced-
ed by a visit of its delegation to
Pakistan.

It is learnt that at Tuesday’s
meeting, some of the executive
members favoured accepting the
offer for talks, while others dis-
agreed. The seven members who
attended the meeting included
Abdul Ghani Bhat (chairman),
Abdul Ghani Lone, Bashir Ahmad
Bhat of the JKLF, Qazi Ahadullah

of the Jamiat-e-Islami, Molvi
Umar Farooq and Bashir Ahmad

ta.

Speaking to this newspaper, Mr
Bhat said, “The Centre intends to
talk to irrelevant persons and not
the right parties to the Kashmir

=g dispute.” He said the
Centre must address the
1 core issue of the Kashmir
] problem, which required
the involvement  of
Pakistan. “We want the
talks to be serious, pur-
poseful and sincere,” he
added.

The APHC chairman

Abdul Gani Bhat ,id they had proposed to

undertake a visit to Pakistan and
then hold talks with the Centre,
but the Centre had withheld per-
mission for the Pakistan tri
despite Prime Minigte
Behari Vajpayee’s copafni
January 25.
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ASHMIR is a melting
pot for its known and
own groups. Each

leader of these groups is trying
to cut a niche for himself in the
bigger political negotiations in
the international arena. This is
ironic.
They claim to be people's
representatives but the people
don't have faith in them.
Whether it is Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah or leaders of
the All Party Hwriyat Con-
ference, none of them has the
people's mandate, each one's
popularity is limited to his own
segment.
But there is one thing. The
people of Kashmir may not like
him, may even wish the worst
for him but when it comes to
gathering the crowd, Dr Ab-
dullah does manage despite his
credibility being zere among
the masses. Similarly, the
Hurriyat leaders do not repre-
sent the people in the real
sense but they do reflect the
people's discontentment. Their
progress report is based on the
fact that it 1s the only forum left
to express people's disillusion-
ment with the government as a
whole.
As a result, notwithstanding
the fact that the people of
Kashmir do not trust any of
these leaders; they are caught
in a Catch-22 situation. They
have to choose between the
devil and the deep sea.
In the absence of a strong
Opposition, what the Hurriyat
could do for the people of the
state is not reflected in their
physical work. One reason is
because they lack unity. Their
views are not focussed on a
particular goal. Each has his

The wait fogfgleader
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During discussions with the Hurriyat leaders, H BULA D?V\ inds out
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that though they partly represent people's disillusionme

deological

differences within the All Party Hurriyat Canference are so
deep-rooted that infighting takes up most of their time

Sye Ali Geelani, senior executive member of the APHC: Regréis that each

party in the umbrefia body has its own agenda.
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" bothered about those who are

own agenda. As a result, there
is a vertical split in the
Hurriyat and there is no one in
this amalgamation of 23
parties who gives time to the
people.

For them, the priority has
changed for the present. The
effort is more on sorting out
their internal problems first.
Because the more they delay in
doing so, their visit to Pakistan
gets postponed. It's like a chain
reaction.

As the confusion is prolonged,
the murkier it becomes in
Srinagar and the Vajpayee
government gets enough brea-
thing space to think about the
next step.

The Hurriyat leaders are
running against time. Their
aim was to visit Pakistan at
whistle speed but one of their
own leaders has become an
impediment. It would be sui-
cidal if they delayed solving
their problems because they
would fail to capitalise on the
international pressure that had
been built.

While Srinagar has become a
political cauldron where all
sorts of political activities carry
nobody seems to be

living in far-flung places
infested with militants or those
who are forced to shelter
militants and get bashed up by
the security forces as a result.
They are in a no-win situation.
The leaders appear on the
scene only when some adverse
incident occurs like the one at
Haigam or the alleged

I

custodial death of a 65-year-old
tangawala at Shupian tehsil.

None of these leaders is ready
to speak in public about the
factionalism which. is brew-ing
within the APHC. But in

beans without any embarras-
sment or hitch.

ideological differences have
been there from the beginning.
But gradually one realises how
deep-rooted the ideological dif-
ferences are when they start
spewing venom at one another.

“Here 1 am banging my head
on the wall every day with the
Government of India and there
he talks about accession to
Pakistan. He is just hell bent
on this issue and is becoming a
spoke in the wheel,” says a
prominent leader of the APHC
irritably, without naming the
Jamaat-i-Islami leader, Syed
Ali Geelani, who is an executive
member of the APHC.

"We all want azadi, and if not
independence then possibly
accession to Pakistan but that
does not mean he (Mr Geelani)
should remain rigid in his point
when the ball has started
rolling and a process has be-
gun,” he argues.

The supporters of Mr Geelani,
a pro-Pakistani and fundamen-
talist leader, tears apart other
Hurriyat leaders. The six other
executive leaders of the APHC
say Mr Geelani "is behaving in
such a fashion because he feels
he is getting sidelined. It is not
so. Even today, he has enough
backing of the people to crush
others."

Mr Geelani's
argue: "They even say he (Mr
Geelani) is getting old and
looking for some elbow space in
the whole political framework.
100k at the way they function.
They don't even go to the people
with their agenda. The Hur-
riyat executive had decided
that nobody will participate in
the panchayat elections but did
they go to the people and tell
them about it? Never. Lock at
their personal behaviour. They
just want to be in the
limelight.”

Mr Geelani says: "There are
ideological differences which
have been there from the begin-
ning. Islam is a complete code
of life. Islam is our faith and it
should not interfere in the
political agenda.... But each one
now seems to have his own
political interest, they give
priority to their own party".
APHC Chairman Abdul Gani
Bhatt is not in favour of
accession to India. He says in a
guarded manner: "If options
are left between accession to

Pakistan or India, I may not

vote for India but that is my
personal view and personal
opinions don't matter when you

—

private, each of them spill the )i

Initially, they all admit that |
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supporters '
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have to take a unanimous

decision based on what the
people of Kashmir want".

While Mr Geelani argues that

the APHC leaders should
pursue their resolution which
doesn't talk about accession to
India, Mr Bhatt cites the UN
resolution  which  moots

.accession to either Pakistan or

India.

The most secular voice with a
clear vision is that of Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, who is also an

"APHC executive member. He

says, "It is primarily a political
movement but has Islamic
dimensions....There are the
Advanis and the Geelanis all

over."

If there is any common ground
for the APHC leaders, it is
their support to the armed
movement in Kashmir. "Why
should we ask them to lay
down their arms? We support
them, at least, till we are able
to talk to them and understand
their point of view and that is
possible  only if  the
Government of India allows us
to visit Pakistan."

The APHC is in a quagmire,
entangled in its internal
politics. It is the voice of the
people's disillusionment but
lacks the support of all sections
of the masses. The National

Confere government does
not back the APHC because it
is an indirect threat.

There is not one leader in
Jammu and Kashmir who can
be called a leader of the
masses. In such a situation, it
is clear that it is the politics
within the state which is
depriving the people of their
“right to live with honour and
dignity".

(To be concluded)

(The author is Special Repre-
sentative, New Delhi, who was
recently in Jammu and
Kashmir.)
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/S(habifl\‘% §hgh i'éady for
talks, wants Pak r(mﬁ

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: Kashmiri separatist
leader Shabir Shah, who is presi-
dent of the Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic  Freedom  Party
(JKDFP), on Monday expressed
his readiness for talks with the
Centre provided they were “mean-

that Planning Commission
deputy chairman K.C.
Pant, who is representing
the Centre at the talks,
should  simultaneously
engage Pakistan in the dia-
logue so that the entire
process could be finetuned ¥
to achieve a breakthrough.

Mr Shah said it was high time
that the government showed its
sincerity and talked to “actual
leaders who opposed Kashmir’s
accession” rather than talking to
parties like the Congress and the
National Conference.

Shabir Shah

Mr Shah said, “Another issue is
that India should hold talks with
Pakistan.” On India’s condition
that Islamabad should stop cross-
border terrorism before any
process of dialogue could begin,
Mr Shah said, “Big men should
have big hearts, and when Prime
. Minister Vajpayee under-
took the Lahore bus trip,
this process was on. Delhi
should give up its rigid
stand and engage in mean-
ingful talks with its neigh-
bour.”

Mr Shah urged the
Centre to “understand the
4 language” of Pakistani mil-

itary ruler General Pervez
Musharraf, who has expressed his
willingness to hold talks. He said, “I
am not emphasising tripartite
talks, but a consensus needs to be
evolved among India, Pakistan and
the people of the state, in a bid to
find a solution to the problem..” ,



~"U.S. stand on
| Kashmir
- ambiguous: Pak.

© WASHINGTON, APRIL 16. Pakistan
today took strong exception to
the “ambiguous stand” of the
United States on the Kashmir
imbroglio, saying it amounted to
giving India an upper hand on
the issue. (‘,(D -1

The U.S. stand that it would
enter the scene only if all parties
to the crisis accepted its
mediation, amounted to giving
India a veto on all peacemaking
efforts in Kashmir, said
Pakistan's Ambassador to the
U.S., Ms. Maleeha Lodhi, in a
hard- hitting interview to a
community Internet programme.

She said the U.S. was
welcome to redefine its
relationship with its Cold War
adversary India as long it was
done in a fair and even-handed

manner. (
“It is not a zero-sy| ame as

far as Pakistan is concerned. It
is not a question of them or
us.” The U.S., she said, was free
to rework its relations with
countries in the South Asian
region but certainly not at the
expense of Pakistan.

Ms. Lodhi was obviously irked
by the red carpet welcome
rolled out to the Defence and
External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, here last week.

Mr. Singh, besides having an
unscheduled meeting with the
President, Mr. George Bush, met
all his three foreign policy
advisers in a day.

“The need is for Washington
to persuade India to accept a
democratic solution to the
dispute, which lay in the
Kashmiris being accorded an
opportunity to decide their
future themselves,” she said.

On the nuclear situation in
the subcontinent, the
Ambassador said Pakistan was
not interested in an arms race.

India’s nuclear policy was
status-driven while Pakistan’s
policy is security-driven; New
Delhi wanted a seat on the big
table while Pakistan is content
with what it had, she said. —
UNI

*




A 0|3Iy carrots, no sticks

NDIA may have gamed

international mileage by }

extending the ceasefire

thrice and even mana-
ging to slightly tilt US
impression in its favour by
taking the bold step in
Jammu and Kashmir, but at
whose cost? Is the morale of
the security forces still as
high as it used to be prior to
the ceasefire?
The jangbandi, as they call
the ceasefire in Kashmir, has
not been accepted by the
militant outfits till date. So,
the no-initiative combat has
only been from the Indian
side. It is, however, chipping
away at the morale of the
security forces.
With frisking and checking
at every post reduced to zero,
infiltration has increased,
resulting in free movement of
militants in the Kashmir
Valley. Their proximity to
police posts and Army camps
has increased as a result and
records show that the number
of attacks has risen. The
fidayeen (suicide squad)
attacks have also been on the
rise.
Although Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee has
said that if the militant
outfits commit any act of
terrorism, “then the security
forces have clear instructions
to act dec1s1ve1y and defeat
such intensions”.
But at the ground level have
these instructions reached
those who are managing the:
show? No security personnel
is ready to spill the beans in
public. But a few in the far-
flung areas of the Valley —
where home+grown militants
and foreign mercenaries are
active — say they have read
about such directions in the
newspapers. The official order
has yet to reach them.
“We cannot go by what the
newspapers or the TV news
bulletin say. We haven’t
received any instructions to
be pro-active and we are
bound by the instructions
that come to us-~from our
higher-ups,” said a senior
military officer in a remote
area.

u and Kashmir has been on the boil for longer than one
wou care to remember and ground realities continue to be
given short shrift. Between politicians spurred on by rhetoric,
disgusted guardians of law and order, militants who bash on
regardless and a general public which feels it has been at the
receiving end for far too long; the ceasefire to pave the way
for peace talks has been largely unproductive, as H BULA DEVI

discovers in this first of a four-part serial

"MAJOR ATTACKS DURING

28 November to 27 December
28 Nov :
{22 Dec:
| First extension
6 Jan :
Second extension

eh:
10 Feb: 15 vnllag
13Feb: 7 cops
Third extension
March:
2 March:
4 March:
5 March:

4 soldiers killed in

Attack on Snnagar airport by Lashkar-e- Talyab

Suicide attack on police control room, Srinagar.
ers killed i Rajouri.
illed in Kokkernag. -~

A colonel and two soldiers killed, a Brigadier inj
17 cops killed in Rajouri.

| aramuflah.  * .

Soldiers killed in fidayeen attack on a Rashtriya Rifles camp in Surankot.

3 soldiers killed in Dooru niine explosion
attack at'Red Fort.

Even when the security
forces have accurate informa-
tion that the militants would
be in a particular house and
the exact time is made
available to them, they stay
put instead of getting into the
act.

“So many times we have got
definite information through
our Int (Intelligence sources)

but we are bound by the
instructions,” said the officer.
This, despite the top brass’s
claim that every post is under
instruction to take decisive
action.

It is popularly believed that
rather than gaining an
advantage, the ceasefire has
only done damage to the
security forces .and their

morale has taken a nesedive.
According to one theory, India
has lost enough soldiers in
the Kargil battle; it doesn’t
want to lose any more.

Observers believe that even
after receiving definite
information, the forces’ go-
slow is probably “intentional”
because in an “encounter with
the fidayeen, the security
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forces are bound to lose some
of their men and may be some
civilians. They want to avoid
such a situation”.

Whether it is the BSF, CRPF
or the Army, the stress under
which they operate cannot be
overlooked. They routinely
walk many kilometres
sometimes the boys walk an
extra 10-12 kilometres if
there are culverts planted on
the route.

With the militants
increasingly using sophis-
ticated weapons, security
personnel are transported in
vehicles.

“Even if improvised explosive
devises are planted in the
culverts while my boys are
walking, 1 will at the most
los® just two or three of them
but not as many as 20-25 of
them,” said an officer. For
many in the security forces, it
is a losing battle. But for the
militants it is the opposite.
Life in the state, specially
the Valley, is becoming
gloomier by -the day.In the
absence of cordon-and-search
operations, life has become
easy for them. They are able
to enter the cities and remote
areas without any difficulty
and target police control
rooms, posts and Army units.
On 1 March, a Colonel and
two soldiers were Kkilled and a
Brigadier was injured. Who
pressed the trigger?
According to some security
personnel, the “beggar” sitting
behind a vendor’s cart, covered
with a blanket. He used to be an
informer of the security forces.
But later, the 60-year-old man
turned out to be a “hero” of the
Hizbul Mujahideen and a
resident of Pakistan.

Although ceasefire is a
means to start the peace
process, if India continues to
show only carrots and not
sticks, the situation in the
Valley is only going to
deteriorate.

(To be concluded) V

(The author, a Special Repre-
sentative of The Statesman,

New Delhi, was recently in
Jammu and Kashmir/
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4 By Our Special Correspondent

NEW |DELHI, APRIL 15. The Deputy Chairman of the
Planhing Commission, Mr. K.C. Pant, named by the
Government to hold dialogue with all sections of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir, today extended first
set of invitations to several leaders and groups, in-
cluding the Hurrivat Conference.

Mr. Pant held first round of discussions with the
former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, Syed
| Mir Qasim. *‘This is the first of the series of formal
| talks. Mr. Qasim is an old friend. Initial discussions
{ with him are still continuing,” Mr. Pant told report-
ers at his residence here today.

The first lot of invitations has been sent to the
MPs, MLAs, MLCs from the State, the All Party Hurri-
yat Conference, two groups from Kargil and one
from Ladakh. An invitation was also sent to Mr. Sha-
bir Shah, the former Hurriyat leader, who has floated
his own front. “I have sent invitation for peace talks
in a spirit of honesty and sincerity. This is a serious
effort and no attempt should be made to trivialise
it”.

Repeatedly referring to the April 5 statement of
the Government, which set the agenda for the dia-
logue as “Peace and how it may be attained in the
troubled State”, Mr. Pant said the more than a dec-
ade-long violence had disturbed the life there. Rul-
ing out talks with Pakistan-based militant outfits, he
said doors were not closed for Kashmiri militant
groups, but did not name any.

The dialogue would be held under the ambit of
the April 5 statement which said that “‘doors are
open for the APHC to join in the talks. The doors are
also not closed for Kashmiri organisations which are
currently engaged in militancy in the State but are
desirous of peace.”.

Expressing eagerness to comprehend fully the so-

sends invitations to
Kashmir groups for talks

. M.

The former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Syed Mir Qasim, and the Planning Commission
Deputy Chairman, Mr. K.C. Pant, addressing a
press conference in New Delhi on Sunday.
-— Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

cial and economic dimensions of the Kashmir prob-
lem, Mr. Pant said the importance of embarking
upon a political dialogue should not be played
down. Asked if the Hurriyat Conference would join
the dialogue, Mr. Pant said: “There is a need to re-
nounce the culture of gun and grenade. Everybody
desirous of peace is vital, so is the All Party Hurriyat
Conference. I have invited them and hope they will
join the talks.”

Asked if he had set a time-frame for the dialogue,
Mr. Pant said that he had not set any targets.In his
invitations, Mr. Pant said in order to find permanent
peace in the State, it was the responsxbll;ty on “all of
us who are genuinely interested in engdipg the strife
and suffering of the people” to join the talks.

See also P:gyis
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‘ By Harish Khare

LONDON: Early this month, about two dozen
“Kashmiri” groups, based in various parts of
Britain, converged in London to pool their en-
ergies in engaging British law-makers and
opinion-builders on the need for international
attention to the Kashmir issue. Though none
| of these groups can claim to be a “‘mass” orga-
| nisation of the Kashmiri Diaspora, availability
of modern means of communication does en-
able these groups and individuals to drum up
interest and attention, if not decisive support,
from the critical elements in the British estab-
| lishment and public opinion.

Naturally, the groups have definite views
and ideas about the current state of play in
| Kashmir. To begin with, no one is prepared to
| concede that the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
1
I
I
i

i
)
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

ence ought to be accepted as the sole repre-
sentative of the Kashmiri struggle. 'The APHC
does not represent Ladakh, does not represent
| Jammu, does not represent Gilgit, does not
represent Baltistan, does not represent Mir-
t pur, Muzaffarabad; nor does the APHC repre-
sent the Buddhists, Sikhs, Dogras, Hindus and
the other communities,” points out Mr. Zuber
. Ansari of the JKLF.
! The refrain is that the APHC has been too
i narrowly based in one region and one religion
and, therefore, cannot be accepted as a genu-
ine representative of the entire Kashmiri ‘‘na-
tion”. The Kashmiri Diaspora, especially
seeking sustenance from the liberal ambience
of western democracies, would reject any ex-
clusionist pretensions. 'In any case, the APHC
is too much maligned, too much affiliated,
and too much compromised,” asserts Prof.
Zafar Khan of Luton.

Inexplicable decision

At the same time the Kashmiri groups are
amazed at the extraordinarily clumsy decision
of the Vajpayee government not to let the
APHC delegation visit Pakistan. In particular,
the groups find totally incxplicable Mr. L. K.
Advani’s opposition to the inclusion of Syed
Ali Shah Geelani in the proposed delegation.
“By this single blunder, the Government of
India has propped up the hardliners like Gee-
lani; new oxygen has been given to Geelani
while the others have been shown to be less
committed to the Kashmiri cause.” says Mr.
Shabir Chgufiry bitterly.

It follows, then, that the Kashmiri Diaspora
rejects any suggestion of a religion-based divi-
sion of Jammu and Kashmir. “"How can any
one forget the horror of 1947? Why repeat his-
tory in Jammu and Kashmir? What about the
Muslims in Jammu? How many times are the
Muslims going to be uprooted? Instead, all
those like the Pandits who have left the State
must come back,” suggests Dr. Abdullah Rai-
na of the Jammu Kashmir National Awareness
Campaign.

If the Kashmir Diaspora is unwilling to be
tured by the religion-wallahs, it is also unwill-
ing to accept the bilateralism as an instrument
of resolution of the Kashmir problem. The ar-
gument is simple: bilateralism all these years
has not worked, the military establishments in
Pakistan and India would not allow any reso-
lution of the conflict because each needs an
“enemy’’ to carry on its bureaucratic empires,
on both sides there are vested interests who

KASHMIRI DIASPORA - 1

p——
have developed stakes in the status quo, and,
above all, bilateralism keeps the Kashmiris out
of the picture.

Self-determination must

“We are committed to a re-unification of
the entire State. A genuine, unfettered exercise
in sclf-determination is a must. Any suggesti-
on of accepting the Line of Control as the in-
ternational border is a non-starter for us and
for the people of Kashmir. Our very raison
d'etre docs not permit us to accept the status
quo,”" notes Prof. Zafar Khan.

“India and Pakistan can cut a deal, cutting
out the Kashmiris, but it will not bring any
peace to Kashmir or the region,” warns Kwaja
Mustaq Hussain of Bradford. For him “‘status
quo is not a principled position. We are a di-
vided nation, and should be given justice.”

[f bilateralism is not acceptable or workable,
then there has to be some kind of involvement
of the international community. And this is
precisely what the Kashmiri groups seek to
achieve. By focussing on human rights vio-
lation, abuse of civil liberties, use of military
force, denial of civic rights, and the danger of
nuclear confrontation between India and Pa-
kistan, these groups hope Britain and now the

-
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_~Need for international attention

European Parliament would hear them out.

Not that these groups are unaware of the
complexities that must be sorted out before
there can be movement forward. All recognise
that violence must stop before a dialogue can
start, that both India and Pakistan have a legal
position in the dispute, and that both India
and Pakistan have denied the Kashmiris their
due. However, the expectation is that the onus
is on India, especially in putting an end to
“custodial killings” and other excesses. The
emphasis is on confidence-building measures
by India to convince the Kashmiris of the sin-
cerity of its present quest for peace; concrete
steps such as the release of political prisoners,
scaling down Indian military presence to the
1989 level, and start of a political dialogue are
talked about.

Audacious plan |

The most concrete and mést gudacious plan
for “an amicable, equitable dnd judicious”
resolution of the Kashmir problem is suggest-
ed by Prof. Zafar Khan. This plan includes In-
dia and Pakistan agreeing to involvement of
the international community, which would
then form an “international Kashmir commit-
tee”’, consisting of representatives of the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council, Germany, Japan
and the Organisation of Islamic Conference;
second, internal administration of both sides
of the LoC would then be the responsibility of
this international Kashmir committee; third,
India and Pakistan should withdraw their mil-
itary forces to basic minimum from the entire
Kashmir; fourth, a five to 15 year neutral in-
ternational administration; and, lastly, at the
end of that period, the people of the entire
Kashmir should be asked for their views
whether they want to be with Pakistan, India
or an independent Kashmir.

There is a recognition that both India and
Pakistan are saddled with weak governments
and may not be ideally equipped to take any
hard decision. All the more reason for the
Kashmiri Diaspora to mobilise the interna-
tional community to force the two countries to
act. The Britain-based Kashmiri Diaspora is
convinced that the 21st Century is the century
of integration of divided communities and di-
vided nations, and its own “‘nation” would in-
evitably find its own rhythm of reunificatiga

(Concluded)




“Pant begins Kashmir

talks on low key '

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHI: The proposed
political dialogue on Kashmir is
officially under way with the
Union ~ government’s trouble-
shooter K.C. Pant announcing that
the first round of talks began on
Sunday. He has issued let-
ters seeking the participa-
tion of various leaders
from Jammu and Kashmir
in the dialogue. Yet, Mr
Pant, the deputy chairman
of the Planning ##
Commission, had only a
semi-retired former J&K
chief minister, Mir Kasim,
to talk to on day one. KC
Mr Pant has ruled out '
any involvement of Pakistan-
based militant groups in the peace
process. But he said doors were not
closed for Kashmiri organisations,
implying that militants based in the
Valley could participate in the
talks. “I don’t think I should name
these organisations,” Mr Pant said
when asked which militant leaders

Sangh Parivar ups
ante on Avodhya,
Kashi, Mathura

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHE: Barely a week after
Union home minister L.K. Advani
claimed before the Liberhan com-
mission that what stood at the site
of the now demolished Babri
Masjid was actually a temple, RSS
chief K.S. Sudarshan told a Bajrang
Dal rally here that the government
must remove all obstacles in the
path of the temple’s construction
by March 12, 2002.

The Sangh Parivar’s ‘Dharma
Raksha Sammelan’ was clearly
timed to coincide with the eve of
the resumed budget session of
Parliament. More than 10,000
Bajrang Dal supporters were pre-
sented with ftrishuls and they
pledged to build temples at the
Babri Masjid site and at the sites of
two historic mosques in Varanasi
and Mathura.

. Pant

15
[

he would talk to. Z{
As for the absence ¢f All-Party
Hurriyat Conference leaders and

the choice of Mr Kasim as his first
interlocutor, Mr Pant said Mr
Kasim was a respected elder whom
even the APHC leaders held in
y high esteem.
Mr Pant appeared confi-
| dent that the Hurriyat's
1 soon-to-be-held executive
1 committee meeting would
| not take a negative attitude
| and would join the process.
! But he did not clarify if
they would be allowed to
travel to Pakistan as they
had been demanding. “We
will get to know why they
want to visit Pakistan only after the
talks begin,” he said.

Shortly before the scheduled
press conference at Mr Pant’s resi-
dence, Mr Kasim, who looked ill,
drove in and was holed up with Mr
Pant for about 20 minutes. But Mr
Pant refused to comment on his
interaction with Mr Kasim.
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 15: Choosinga
cipher to formally launch the
Kashmir talks, the Centre today
invited the Hurriyat leadership
and a handful of peripheral
groups to the table,

In the first of a series of
planned meetings, the govern-
ment’s interlocutor on Kashmir,
K.C. Pant, spoke to a former chief
minister, Mir Qasim, whose mass
base in the strife-torn Valley has
shrunk over the years.

Pant’s road map for the peace
talks, unveiled at a news confer-
ence, suggests that he does not |
plan to meet immediately the md-
itants who matter in the Vajley:’

The Hizb-ul Mujahideen, whi-
ch had annotinced a surprise cea-
sefire last year, is not on Pant’s
agenda yet. He'has issued a broad
invitation to militants, saying
they are welcome if they want

peace. He ruled out the possibili- :

ty of holding talks with Pakistan-
based militant groups, which
means hawks like the Lashkar-e-
Toiba, are out of the ambit.

Pant has known the octoge-
narian Qasim for long — this
could be the sole teason for pick-
ing the former chief minister to

break the ice —but the meeting is
not expected to achievemuch.

Emerging from Parit’s house,
Rasim said he would not be act- .

*ing as a mediator on behalf of the *
government’s negotiator with the -
Hurriyat.

Pant warned against expect-
ing a breakthrough overnight
and was non-committal on
whether the talks would help im-
prove the ground situation in the
Valley before the government
ceasefire expires on May 31.

Though Pant did not say so,
the governmient is open to involv-
ing the Hizb, primarily made of
Kashmiris of Indian origin, in
the peace process. The main hur-
dle in the way to the talks isthe
fact\tihlat it is run from Pakistan.

“We have issued letters invit-
ing various political parties, par-
liamentarians, legislators and
groups like the Hurriyat for talks
without any preconditions,” Pant
said, echoing what home minis-
ter L.K. Advani had said a few
days ago. “Let them come and
talk to me. Let me also under-
stand why they want to go to Pak-
istan,” Pant added.

The invitation indicated that
it was addressed more to the Hur-
riyat than to the other fringe
groups. But it is still not clear
how the government proposes to
iron out the differences within
the Hurriyat leadership.

The Centre had reservations
on sending the entire leadership
for talks to Islamabad and refused
to sanction the travel documents
of hardliner Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani. The Hurriyat is also wary of
-the government’s moves. Pant,
however, struck a conciliatory
note. “The Hurrivat has always
been advocating talks witheut
any pre-conditions and w,
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Annan rejects Pak plea

to help end Kashmir row

DHAKA: U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on Wednesday re-
Jjected Pakistan’s plea fo use his good offices in
finding a solution to the Kashmir issue, firmly
telling Islamabad that it was not possible unless
India also desired so.

On the eve of his three-day visit to India, Mr
Annan said that during his talks with Pakistan’s
President Rafiq Tarar and military ruler Gen
Pervez Musharraf in Islamabad “it was obvious
they wanted to prepare the U.N. to be a third
party to assist” in resolving the issue.

“Obviously Kashmir is very much on their

Kofi Annan
minds and they would want to, they are very keen to talk to the
Indian authorities about this,” he said.

Mr Annan had rebuffed on Sunday Pakistan’s demand for im-
plementation of the U.N. resolution on Kashmir saying a solution
to the issue could only be found through the Lahore declaration

by exercising restraint, v?isdom nd through constructive steps
from both sides. (yy -\ 1\

“My own position as emlishx m,;good offices are
always available since 1 took over.I not to assist wher-
ever my intervention would be useful. But for

does not exist at the moment. So I explained this t them,” he said.

Mr Annan said there are two options —either the two neigh-
bours talk directly or they talk through the assistance of a third
party. “Since the latter is not feasible at the moment, the Pak-
istani leadership hope that India would engage and the talks
would be resumed,” he said.

About India’s prospects of getting a permanent seat in an ex-
panded U.N. Security Council, Mr Annan said it was an issue for
the member- states of the organisation to decide. “At this stage
we don’t know the nature and extent of the reform or the size of
the expanded Security Council,” he said. “I would hope that in
the next two years or so we would be able to actually move for-
ward with the reform.”

The U.N. chief said the record of the international community
to achieve nuclear disarmament was not encouraging. 1)
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ORE THAN a hundred days af-

ter the unilateral ceasefire in

Jammu and Kashmir was initi-

. ated, there is growing cyni-
" cism at the lack of progress of the peace
process. Even otherwise well-informed
commentators on Kashmir have given up
on the Government’s new initiative. On
the surface, there is indeed scope for dis-
appointment. The level of violence in the
State has not gone down in any significant
manner. In fact, more policemen and civil-
ians have been killed in the first hundred
days of the ceasefire than were killed in the
hundred days immediately preceding the
Ramzan initiative. Only in terms of mil-
itant deaths, do official figures record a de-
cline. The Kashmir Valley has witnessed
vocal streets protests at alleged custodial
deaths, and some influential observers
have even described the mood as being
reminiscent of the early 1990s when the
militancy commanded popular appeal.
The security forces, reports suggest, are in-
creasingly becoming frustrated at being
forced into passivity, and are angered at
the free run given to militants. And there
are still no signs of a formal dialogue be-
tween the Government and Kashmiri sep-
aratists. s it time then to call off the new

Kashmiri initiative?

Far from it. Any systematic and clinical
evaluation of the last three months would
recognise that not only have tangible gains
been made, but also that it would be disas-
trous for New Delhi to abandon its initia-
tives at this critical stage. Moreover, as
should be clear from the experience of oth-
er peace processes, the most visible divi-
dends are rarely publicly flaunted and are
not known until after the process has been
brought to a successful closure.

At the very least, the Ramzan initiative
has had considerable success in four areas.
First, consider the international impact.
Nearly every Government of consequence
has supported the ceasefire, and explicitly
demanded that militant groups controlled
by Pakistan reciprocate the move, to help
create an atmosphere conducive for a dia-
logue. It is easy in these heady days to for-
get that through much of 1990s, New Delhi
waged a fierce diplomatic battle in inter-
national forums to prevent an internation-
alisation of the Kashmir issue, even as it
was repeatedly castigated forhuman rights
violations by its securityforces. Nearly all
of Indian diplomacy hdd degenerated into
being a defence of New Delhi’s Kashmir
policy. Fortung€ly, the situation has now

ng

By Amitabh Mattoo

\O /2 special task force should be appointed to initiate

and further a political dialogue and monitor
and assist in governance and
development activity in Jammu and Kashmir.

dramatically changed, at least in part be-
cause of New Delhi’s recent initiatives. Not
only are there few, if any, supporters of
Pakistan’s Kashmir policy, but there is also
increasing international recognition that
the army of Islamic jehadis could unleash
terror even beyond South Asia. The U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, has, on
the soil of Pakistan, declared U.N. resolu-
tions on Kashmir irrelevant and unequiv-
ocally expressed his support for the
bilateralism emphasised in the Lahore
Declaration. No longer does the Govern-
ment of India need to feel besieged inter-
nationally on Kashmir, but it must also
recognise that a continued imaginative
and sensitive handling of the province, do-
mestically, could win it even greater sup-
port internationally.

No less important are the gains on the
ground. Only contrarians can deny that
the popular sentiment against violence is
slowly but surely translating into a power-
ful constituency. Evidence of the momen-
tum in this direction is not found in the
predictable shrieks of the vocal minority,
but in the attitudes of the subdued and
often seldom heard majority. It is this bulk
of Kashmiri public opinion that is showing
signs of resistance and making a brave ef-
fort, away from the public eye, to recover
Kashmir’s traditional non-violent ethos.
Indeed, if the most important purpose of
the ceasefire was to provide a sense of re-
lief to the Kashmiris, it has, to a great ex-
tent, succeeded. Despite aberrations, there
have been few cordon and search oper-
ations, and most independent observers
recognise that the ceasefire has brought
about a perceptible change in the quality
of life of the average Kashmiri.

Equally significant is the gradual isola-
tion of the elements perpetuating vio-
lence. While the security forces have not
been guilt free, it is clear to Kashmiris and
the international community that most of
the violence has been perpetuated by two
non-Kashmiri militant organisations: the
Lashkar-i-Taiba and the Jaish-i-Moham-
mad. Both organisations are led, manned,
financed, trained and controlled by forces
in Pakistan and have less than a tenuous

link with elements that lie at the very heart
of the Pakistani establishment.

Finally, New Delhi's new initiative has
forced the separatist alliance, the All Party
Hurriyat Conference, to introspect, clarify
its understanding of the problems of Kash-
mir and isolate elements within it that are
clearly following an imported agenda. Not
only did most leaders of the Hurriyat wel-
come the ceasefire, but also wanted the
unilateral ceasefire to be converted into a
multilateral one that would silence all the
guns in the State. This was the stated aim
of the Hurriyat's proposed visit to Pakis-
tan. Most important, however, was the
manner in which the majority of the Hurri-
yat executive rebuked attempts by Mr. Ali
Shah Gilani of the Jamat-i-Islami to give a
religious colour to the political problems
in the State. The most important attempt
in this direction was the forthright inter-
view given by the prominent Hurriyat
leader, Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone, to the Srina-
gar-based Urdu Weekly Chattan in Janu-
ary, which unfortunately received little
play in the national media.

These gains cannot, however, hide the
obvious failures of the process and three
are clearly visible. First, the local police,
especially the Special Operations Group,
have not abided by the letter and spirit of
the ceasefire. One of the biggest sources of
past estrangement of the Kashmiri people
from the Government of India is the per-
ceived duplicity in the latter’'s behaviour.
The only way to prove this impression
false is by demonstrating that there is no
disjunction between Government postur-
ing and the reality on the ground. A deci-
sion to announce a unilateral ceasefire
would have anticipated that the level of
violence would increase, pro-India ele-
ments would be targeted, and that mili-
tants may get the opportunity to regroup .
But the political gains from the initiative
were thought to be, as they obviously are,
greater than these short-term tactical re-
verses, which can easily be overcome. It
was particularly outrageous, therefore, for
the State’s police chief to declare, in a re-
cent interview, that may be the Army can-
not indulge in combat operations but the

with the peace process

police will continue to work. If the local
political leadership is backing the police, it
is time that the Chief Minister is read the
tiot act. Personal ambitions cannot be al-
lowed 1o hijack the Government's bravest
initiative on Kashmir in recent years.

The Government of India has also given
the impression that it does not have a clear
road map for the process, and that har-
dliners within its own ranks are forcing it
into a one step forward and two steps
backward approach. The continued focus,
and often contradictory statements, on the
trivial issue of whether or not to give pass-
ports to members of the Hurriyat delega-
tion, and the controversy over the
differences between the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Home Ministry, are just two
examples of the Government's failure to
present a united cohesive front that is in
full control of the process.

The failures of the Hurriyat cannot also
be glossed over. Although the leadership
has managed to resolve some of its inter-
nal contradictions, the Hurriyat still seems
to be out of step with the public mood. The
need of the hour is not the conspiratorial
politics of the boardroom, but to demon-
strate real chutzpah — a quality admitted-
ly rare in Kashmiri politics. Only the ability
to take calculated political risks will help
the Hurriyat remain politically relevant
and in tune with the reality that the pop-
alar sentiment in the Valley is overwhelm-
ingly against violence and for a peaceful
resolution of all problems through a dia-
logue. And a meaningful dialogue with
New Delhi is the only way to move the
peace process forward.

What next? The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has indicated that all par-
ties concerned from Jammu and Kashmir
will be invited for a dialogue. This is an

‘important signal that must not, however,

be allowed to be frittered away by includ-
ing those nationalist groups which have no
real relevance in the politics of Jammu and
Kashmir. In addition, a special Task Force,
which is constituted by the highest politi-
cal authority of the country and enjoys its
confidence, and is dedicated full time to
Jammu and Kashmir, must be appointed
immediately. The Task Force should be
made responsible for initiating and fur-
thering a political dialogue and monitor-
ing and assisting in governance and
developmental activities.

(The writer is Director, National Security

Programme, JNU, New Delhi.) /
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By Harish Khare

NOTTINGHAM (U.K.): Have you ever seen a flag of
Kashmir? Of course, everyone knows the State
of Jammu and Kashmir has a flag of its own,
and it flutters, along with the Indian tricolour,
proudly atop the Secretariat in Srinagar. The
flag of Kashmir, on the other hand, is waved
here in Nottingham, a major centre of “‘Mirpu-
ri”’ concentration, whenever a moment of Mir-
puri pride is to be celebrated. One such
occasion is inevitably provided when Mr.
Jawed Khalig, a professional light-weight box-
er and a local Mirpuri lad, takes on his rivals in
the ring. And the man who waves the Kashmiri
flag most fervently is 2 man named Mr. Mo-
hammed Ishaq.

A factory hand who lives modestly in The
Meadows, a working class area, Mr. Ishaq is
heading, in the Nottingham area, the drive

' among the Kashmiris in England to register

themselves as a ‘‘Kashmiri ethnic group” in
the British 2001 census. Mr. Ishaq's endeavour
is part of a “Kashmir National Identity Cam-
paign”. This seeks to impress upon the Kash-
miris’ need to ‘‘be recognised in their own
right as equally as any other community and
not be labelled as Indians or Pakistanis.”

Perhaps this sense of a Kashmiri identity
was always there among the Kashmiris here,
but the “civil conflict” since 1990 back home
has intensified the quest for an ethnic identity.
And this quest is seen as entirely legitimate by
the Kashmiris in an officially-conceded multi-
cultural Britain. ““Just as Palestinians have Jor-
danian passports or Egyptian passports and
have not ceased to be Palestinians, just be-
cause Kashmiris are constrained to have Indi-
an or Pakistani passport does not make them
lose their Kashmiri identity,” argues Kwaja
Mustaq Hussain of Bradford.

Ethnic identity

This imaginarily constructed Kashmiri
homeland would include districts of Mirpur,
Kotli, Bhimber, Muzaffarabad, Gilgit, Baltis-
tan, Srinagar, Jammu, and Ladakh. And this
Kashmir would belong equally to all Kashmiris
— Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Gujjars,

and all other groups who once lived in Kash-
mir until 14 August, 1947.

However, if multicultural Britain provides a
hospitable ambience to construct a Kashmiri
ethnic identity, independent of India and Pa-
kistan, this very hospitality enjoins the Kash-
miri Diaspora to reject the raging violence as a
way out of the “Kashmir problem”. As Prof.
Abdullah Raina of the Jammu Kashmir Aware-
ness Campaign notes regretfully, “the Kash-
miris all over the world are now branded as
terrorists and fundamentalists; but we are not
like that.” The rejection of violence is the re-
frain among various Kashmiri groups, owing
loyalties to different personalities and patrons.
Implicit in this rejection is a disassociation
with jehadi violence as well as disapproval of
Indian security forces’ measures. The “bot-
tom-line” for the most passionate advocates
of an independent Kashmir is that the “‘gun
won't do”’. There is a feeling, though, of help-
lessness that the vendors of violence have tak-

KASHMIRI DIASPORA - |

en over the ‘“struggle’”: “We are not in a
position to control the jehadis just as we are
not in a position to control the Indian Army,”
argues Kwaja Mustaq Hussain.

Non-sectarian society

Also, the daily living experience in a multi-
cultural Britain makes the Kashmiri Diaspora
reject any suggestion of a sectarian Kashmir.
“I believe in a non-sectarian society,” says Mr.
Shabir Choudry, of the Jammu Kashmir Liber-
ation Front (UK. and Europe). He asserts:
“This is not a religious issue. This is not a
conflict between Islam and Hinduism nor a
confrontation between Islam and Buddhism.”
This sentiment, too, is the common refrain
among all the groups.

Contrary to the unvoiced perception in In-
dia that all Kashmiris are pro-Pakistan, lead-
ing voices in the Kashmir Diaspora are keen
on rejecting the suggestion. Says Mr. Shabir
Choudry: “T have argued at a press conference
in Islamabad that my agenda is liberation of
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Kashmir, other than that I have no bone to
pick with India. If there are people who want
to unfurl their flag on the Red Fort, then find a
route through Lahore and ritsar, not
through Srinagar.”

Another articulate voice comes from Prof.
Zafar Khan, Senior Lecturer in Cé¢mmunity
Relations and South Asian Studies, af the Uni-
versity of Luton. ‘“We have the greayest of re-
spect for people of India and Pakistan. In
terms of the wider objective of re-assertion of
Kashmir sovereignty, we are equi-distant from
both. But I must add that while I can speak
against Pakistan’s policies in Mirpur or Muzaf-
farabad, that freedom (to criticise Indian pol-
icies) the Kashmiris do not enjoy in Srinagar or
Jammu. In my occasional articles in the Pakis-
tani press I refer to “Azad Kashmir” as ““Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir”.

“Both sides are keeping us gulam; the Kash-
miris back horne on both sides have not tasted
azadi,” argues Mr. Mohammed Ishaq, matter-
of-factly. He, in fact, loses no opportunity to
question official Pakistani claims to play the
patron to the Kashmiris. In recent months he
has agitated against a local community orga-
nisation, Muslim Hands, trying to raise funds
for training centres in “Occupied Kashmir” for
wives of “martyrs”.

Karachi Agreement

Mr. Zuber Ansari, of Birmingham, identifies
himself as ‘“‘secretary-general of the JKLF for
the Pakistan-occupied Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir”. He points out that the Karachi
Agreement of 1949 remains very much the
governing law which virtually denies any voice
to the Kashmiris in their own affairs in the
so-called Azad Kashmir. “Let us not even talk
of the Northern Areas.”

The overwhelming sentiment among the
Kashmiri Diaspora scattered across Britain is
to carve out a homeland of their own and not
allow their ethnic identity to be swamped in
either the Pakistan’s religious appeal or In-
dia’s secular nationalism. As a Diaspora,
Kashmir Diaspora is relatively young
prepared to wait for a favourable copfigura-
tion of international forces.
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n February 23, the govern-
ment of India yet again ex-
tended the unilateral
ceasefire in Jammu and

. Kashmir by another three
months. Despite the pessimism pre-
vailing in the neighbourhood and the
expected rejection of the ceasefire by
the non-Kashmiri militants, the exten-
sion is the logical, correct and coura-
geous path to peace in the troubled
valley.

A state can bring peace to a political-
ly or socially disturbed region if it fol-
lows a chosen route with firmness and
resolve. An uncertain policy is the an-
tithesis of successful

Extending the silence in the valley

ZZnt back to Pakistan. None of these
ethods, however, was adopted for
tyckling the insurgency in Kashmir.
The government of India was ini-
tiaNy taken aback by the scale and so-
phistication of the insurgency in Kash-
mir when it broke out in end-1989. As is
its wont, it did not read the warning
signs properly. The Indian state took
about two years to get its counter-in-
surgency machinery in place and func-
tional. And it was not until the mid-
Nineties that it appeared to have some
kind of a grip on the situation.
It was relaxed, by default, when the
Kargil war began in May 1999. In the
months that followed

counter-insurgency
operations. It breeds
confusion in the secu-
rity forces and the
people who want to
help them, thereby
blunting the states’
tools. If ceasefire is
the route, it should be
followed with deter-
mination.

There are really
only two successfully
proven methods to overcome an insur-
gency. One is by increasing the levels of
financial corruption to such degrees
that the support base of the insurgents
is bought out from under their feet. The
British put this method into operation
in Malaya in the Fifties and subverted
the insurgency from within. The
British won, and the communists lost.

The other method is to raise the
level of violence to unbearable propor-
tions so that the unarmed population
that sustains the insurgency surren-
‘ders to the might of the state. This was
the method adopted by Pakistan during
the Baluch uprising in the Seventies.
Memories of the violence still haunt
the pastoral Baluch as they move from
one place to another. Many never even

& A state can bring
peace to a disturbed
region if it follows a

chosen route firmly. If
ceasefire is the route,
it should be followed
with determination?

Pakistan’s defeat on
the heights of Kargil,
it seemed that the
scale of militancy had
swung back to what it
was in 1990. It was
only after another six
months that the state
managed to get back
in control of the situa-
tion. It was in that en-
vironment that the
Indian prime minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, offered his
historical Ramadan ceasefire initia-
tive. After all, a state can only offer a
ceasefire to insurgents if it is in control
of the situation.

insurgency operations in Kashmir

without using money or violence.
There might have been excesses, but
never as part of a pattern. In fact, even
helicopters were not used in the valley
until the end of 1999. If India has
reached this far, it is because of condi-
tions prevailing within the disturbed
state itself. It needs to be remembered
that both insurgency and operations to
counter it are entirely dependent on
the will of people, who can either sus-

I ndia reached this far in its counter-

The ceasefire might after all prove to be the route
to peace in a Kashmir which is gradually turning its
back on vielence, writes Manvendra Singh

tain an insurgency or defeat it. In the
jungles of Malaya, the lure of money de-
feated the call of the communists. And
in the arid landscape of Baluchistan,
the firepower of the Pakistani state
broke the spirit of the Baluch. In Kash-
mir, the plodding operations of the se-
curity forces, willing to take casualties,
broke the determination of the people
who thought independence was just
round the corner. They also gave up for
another reason.

The difference between the Kash-
mir insurgency and that elsewhere is
the involvement of the external factor

The guns won't fire

— therole played by another state. The
Kashmiri will broke when Indian de-
termination was juxtaposed with Pak-
istan’s unwillingness. Having con-
vinced the Kashmiris that the Pakistan
army would move in to open the road to
Muzaffarabad and Islamabad, the gen-
eral headquarters in Rawalpindi did
not stir an inch into the valley. When
the Pakistan army did move after a
decade, it was on the heights of Kargil,
far away from the soul of the insur-
gency — the valley.

Its defeat there was the last straw
for the Kashmiris. The people turned

away from the militants and violence.
No opinion poll is required to prove
that point, just a refresher of what
Abdul Majid Dar, the salaar aala or
chief commander of the Hizbul Muja-
hedin, said at that historic press confer-
ence last July, would suffice. “Itisafact
that without the assistance of Pakistan,
it was not possible to sustain the move-
ment. But we are sons of this soil and no
other person can understand the suffer-
ings we are undergoing...The fact is
that this is an indigenous movement
and all the Mujahedin commanders
with me are locals...We conducted
grassroots surveys for two and a half
months before taking

7

Which raises questions once again
about the policy Islamabad is pursuing
over Kashmir. Pakistan’s continued re-
jection of the ceasefire and unwilling-
ness to rein in the jihadis that it has un-
leashed, shows an unsavoury truth —
the inability to see beyond the use of vi-
olence as a negotiating tool.

wedded to an approach to inter-
national relations that was once
characteristic with regard to
Afghanistan. Diplomacy through
blackmail is a recipe that proved to be
successful in the Eighties for reasons
that simply don’t

T he state of Pakistan has become

this decision and we
have the consent of
the local people,” said
Dar. No more evi-
dence is required to
press the case.

Pakistan, howev-
er, refuses to accept
this evidence. If fur-
ther proof is re-
quired, one should
take the simple in-
stance that since the
initiation of the ceasefire, the Hizbul
Mujahedin has not undertaken any op-
erations against the security forces.
Claims of operations by the Hizbul Mu-
jahedin are being made in Pakistan oc-
cupied Kashmir, not by the local com-
manders in the valley.

hat should serve as ample cor-
I roboration of Dar’s theory on the
“consent of the people” and in
which direction that assent lies. Pak-
istani groups, not the Kashmiris, have
launched the militarily insignificant,
but tactically outrageous suicide oper-
ations. They have also been targeting
unarmed Kashmiris. Of the seven who
have died recently, most were killed by
the Pakistan-based jihadis.

& Pakistan’s contin-
ued rejection of the
ceasefire and its
unwillingness to rein
in the jihadis show
that it cannot see
beyond violence?

exist today, neither in
the region nor in the
world. And if Pak-
istan has become ha-
bituated to this prac-
tice, it is because of a
belief in the inviola-
bility of its nuclear
weapons status. It
continues to hold the
world at a ransom on
the basis of its overt
nuclearization.

The rejection of the path to peace in
Kashmir is an outcome of that vanity,
as is its unwillingness to make sense
out of the Afghanistan imbroglio. The
world does not owe Pakistan a favour
for Afghanistan and the departure of
the Red Army in 1989, as Islamabad de-
ludes itself. The nuclearization of Pak-
istan is in itself a favour bestowed on Is-
lamabad by Washington with interest
compounded many times over.

Pakistan has used this recipe to
bluff the Kashmiris, who have since
seen through it. India called the bluff
over Kargil, and Pakistan blinked. It is
a matter of time before the world calls

Pakistan’s bluff. But it may be too
late by then for Pakistap-to retrace
its steps.

“The confidence of
investors suffered a set-
back following the recent
incidents. Under powers
conferred under the Sebi
Act, we have taken the
measure to immediately
restore invesjor

confidence’

D.R. MEHTA, CHAIRMAN, SECURITIES
AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA

-

“Sebi acts only at the
behest of the finance
minister”

A BROKER

o

v

“We do not expect any
payment problems as
over 50 per cent of out-
standings are covered
with margins”

A.N. JOSHI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
BOMBAY STOCK EXCHANGE

*

“I don’t want to talk right
now”

DEENA MEHTA, FORMER
OFFICIATING PRESIDENT, BSE
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“Ties with Iran will
not De at ¢ost of
Kashmir peace: PM

By Smita Gupta

The Times of India News Service
TEHERAN: Looking relaxed at
the end of his three-day visit to a
country he last visited in 1978 as the
then Janata Party government'’s for-
eign minister, Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee emphasised that India’s
burgeoning relationship with Iran
would not be at the expense of the
peace initiatives being made back
home with Pakistan.

“We are strengthening
our relationship with
Iran, but it will not be at
the expense of any other
country. Of course, the
depth of the relationship
between India and Iran
makes it special,” he said.

In the PM’s diplomatic
ambivalence, aired, inci- *

dentally, in response to a question

as to whether India was “trying to
drive a wedge between Pakistan
and Iran”, lay the message of the
first trip that a BJP Prime Minister
has undertaken to an Islamic
nation other than Pakistan in this
region—that India would not just
like to gain leverage with Pakistan,
whether on the Kashmir issue or
on the proposed Iran-India gas
pipeline link, but would also reach
out to other Muslim countries
without remaining stuck in the
Pagkistan syndrome.

Answering a question on the
proposed gas pipeline, and

-

- T

whether India still maintained that
both the land and sea options were
open because the Iranians were
pressing for the overland Pakistan
route to, which India remains
opposed, the Prime Minister said,
“Iran wants to sell and we want to |
buy. We must work together for a
long-term, secure arrangement. If !
we had good relations with
Pakistan, and we have tried very
hard to establish good relations..

. So, any decision on the

" gas pipeline project will
have to be taken in the
light of this situation.”

If Mr Vajpayee’s Iran
trip and the Teheran
Declaration, which sets
the agenda for a new
partnership—including
bl brand new initiatives to
improve trade and commerce, a
commitment to energy coopera-
tion and the desire to work togeth-
er to check the Taliban—have, as
reports suggest, not gone down
well with Pakistan, his meeting
with  Ayatollah Sayed Ali
Khamenei should give the saffron
establishment back home some-
thing to think about.

Referring to his meeting with
Iran’s supreme leader, Mr
Vajpayee said, “His wise counsel
and encouragement for the pro-
motion of our bilateral relations
will be a source of strength as we

work towards this goal.” —
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_Spot the difference x 1y

On either side of the Line of Control lie two Kashmixs
which seem remarkably similar. It’s only after visiting both
sides that one starts to realise how artificial the divide is

like on the other side of the LoC?1

have often been asked this question
ever since my return from Pakistan and
Pakistan occupied Kashmir. “Just as beau-
tiful” is my standard reply.

Undivided Kashmir not only has a past
but it has a future as well. The Indian and
Pakistani Parliaments have passed unani-
mous resolutions vowing to finish the
‘unfinished agenda’ of 1947 in the state.
Fifty-three years of separation have not,
however, totally eclipsed the similarities
between the Kashmir Valley and Jammu
on one side, and Muzaffarabad — the capi-
tal of ‘Azad Kashmir’ — and Mirpur on the
other. The weather, language and the dress
is the same and many feel that the state
should be reunited.

The same Jhelum flows in most parts.
Families get sentimental on either side of
the LoC recalling the old days even after
two generations have passed since
Partition. The signs of ‘development’ are
also identical. There is hardly any indus-
trial activity or business enterprise worth
its name. Politics

“ OW DOES Jammu and Kashmir look

sought the coveted titte of Mirwaiz as.
according to him. the hereditary seat of
authority as a Mirwaiz is in Srinagar
where he traditionally delivers sermons
in the Jama Masjid.

Despite Islamic extremists calling the
shots in the undivided state ¢n the whole
and the Hindu fundamentalists doing the
same in Jammu, there are small islands of
secularism. Mirpur seems to be one of
them. As I am called upon 1o speak at a
public meeting in this prosperoug PoK
town, I am taken aback for & moment not
expecting such an invitation.

There are protagonists of Pakistan\ nd
Jammu and Kashmir all around and [
that I have landed in a jam. However, I
muster up enough courage to say: “Trust
me that after meeting vou I am convinced
that a line created by religion. power and
terrorism can't forever divide the people.”
There is a thundering applause which
leaves me rubbing my cves in disbelief.
The myth that the people in Pok would
have stopped looking beyond their religion
was shattered for me that moment.

On our side,

seems to be the
main bread-win-

ner for many
on both sides
of the fence.

However, unlike
in Srinagar or
New Delhi, where
most of the pro-
Kashmir leaders
have suffered for
their cause, those
on the ‘other side’
live in posh locali-
ties and move
around in foreign
vehicles.

There is fer-
vour for ‘independence’ in Muzaffarabad
too. This was made evident at a public
meeting in the Khursheed Hall where
Kashmiri youths raised slogans to silence
those eulogising Pakistan. That is when
one learnt that more than 15,000
Kashmiris have crossed over into PoK dur-
ing the last 12 years from the border towns
of the Valley. Most of them live in refugee
camps and complain about the lack of
facilities which they expect from an
Islamic State — much like the Kashmiri
pandits in India.

The venue of the meeting was named
after K.H. Khursheed, a former president
of ‘Azad Kashmir’ who was chosen by
Jinnah as his private secretary before
Partition. He died in a road mishap. There
is a tomb built in his memory which many
locals say does not reflect his simple way
of living. Alongside his tomb is the mazar
of Moulvi Yusuf Shah, the late pro-
Pakistan Mirwaiz of Kashmir.

The present Mirwaiz of the Valley,
Moulvi Umar Farooq, is a descendant of
Moulvi Yusuf Shah. The latter’s son is a
businessman in Pakistan and has not

Jammu city hap-
pily remains a
fine example
of secularism
despite grave
provocation,
Those in power,
hoth in Srinagar
and Muzaffar-
abad. must enjoy
the confidence of
governments in
New. Delhi and
{slamabad respec-
tively for their

LONG LINE OF CONTROL: BSF horder patrol

survival.

Barvister
Sultan Mahmood.
the ‘Prime Minister of PoK. had been
elected on Benazir Bhutte's mandate. But
he can afford to annoy PervezMusharraf
only at the risk of losing his office. He has
chosen the safe course. He claims to lead
an ‘azad’ territory hui sweavs that it is
part of Pakistan. b

Faroog Abdullah, in the past. would duby
the BJP as & communal party. I its earliec
aqvatar as the Jan Sangh. the latter wot’.d
dismiss him as a ‘traitor’. Both have for-
gotten this for the time being.

But the similarities end here. A major
difference is in the way militants operate
on either side. In Muzaffarabad, they
openly flaunt their local headquarters
— be it of the Lashkar-e-Tuyveba, the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen or even the Hizbul
Mujahideen. They carry guns but do
not kill the locals. They do not fight each
other either.

In Indian Kashmir. most of the mili-
tants hardly know where their headquar-
ters are. They kill each other and get
killed themselves using guns that do not.

* belong to them. That foreign militants als

Kkill them is a recent realisation.
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NEW phase has opened in Kash-

mir with the Government’s call

to all parties to start talking. Ap-

pointing Mr. K. C. Pant to con-
duct the dialogue gives weight to the call,
for a senior political personality like him
will be expected to have the necessary
backing and support. With his appoint-
ment, there should be a single author-
itative reference point to express and
explain the Government’s purpose, thus
putting an end to the confusing and
sometimes contradictory briefings that
have so often come from different high
sources. The earnest effort in Kashmir
that has so long been expected may per-
haps finally be taking shape.

It is nevertheless an unconscionably
long time since the Ramzan ceasefire first
opened the way. That was a brave and
hard won decision, and the equally laud-
able resolve to extend the ceasefire till the
end of May deserved all the warm wel-
come it received. But much of the good-
will and expectation has been eroded for
lack of follow up. In the public gaze, the
Indian authorities became strangely pas-
sive after the first moves. Not so the mil-
itants who intensified their efforts
through suicide attacks and massacres of
civilians. The ceasefire inevitably came
under pressure, and with it the move to-
wards peace. By itself, the ceasefire is no
more than a starting point. It has to be
fitted into a larger effort, a well-consid-
ered and convincing plan to handle the
complex problems of Kashmir. Of that, till
now there has been little sign. Perhaps
the advent of Mr. Pant will mark a new
prospect.

Hopes of early dialogue after the Ram-
zan ceasefire failed to materialise owing
in good measure to the Hurriyat’s insist-
ence on sending its team to Pakistan for
prior consultations. Though the Indian
authorities ultimately agreed that a team
could go, its composition became a prob-
lem — who was to be allowed to go, who
was to have a passport, these became the
key concerns. There was the fear that if
Syed Ali Shah Geelani was part of the
team, he would be lionised by Pakistan,
which in turn could affect the Valley and

By Salman Haidar

The wise course at this point would be to engage with
Pakistan in bilateral talks... Without measures
that create confidence on both sides of

AV

the divide, nothing will be achieved.

unbalhnce the talks. Mr. Geelani’s visit as
part of the Hurriyat team remains a stick-
ing pojnt. But in truth this is a subsidiary
issue that has taken the focus away from
the subBstance of the problem. Even if he
goes and Pakistan calls out the crowds for
him, it may prove no more than a nine-
day-wonder: indeed, if whipping up a
frenzy in Islamabad and Muzaffarabad
was all it takes, Pakistan would long ago
have walked off with the prize. Today, it
would be best to let the Hurriyat choose
its own representatives and send them
wheresoever it pleases, for the real test
will come in the talks themselves and not
in any moves before or after.

There are many looming questions
about the talks. Even devising a format is
a tricky matter — all Kashmiri parties are
invited and accommodating them in a
single process will take much ingenuity.
There are sharply divided opinions on
critical issues such as enhanced autono-
my for the State, where the different re-
gions have different interests. [t is also
likely that for some of the opposition
groups, especially those who take their
cue from Pakistan, the only aim of talking
would be to advance their demand for
secession. There is the overweening ques-
tion of defence and security to which New
Delhi can never be blind. And there are
many other knotty issues. Putting all
these varied, and often contradictory,
concerns into one process of discussion is
a most onerous task, more especially
when the different parties are riven with
mutual distrust and suspicion. If the talks
do get going in any real earnest, it is
bound to be a very long haul. Stamina
and a sustained sense of purpose will be
needed from all sides.

Where a crucial gap remains in the
Government'’s strategy is in the, matter of
talking to Pakistan. We seemed at one
stage to be edging round to it but now

appear to have moved away. The persist-
ence of Pakistani backing for violence in
Jammu and Kashmir remains an insuper-
able obstacle. India’s strong objection is
only to be expected, and is fully justified.
But if we are to get anywhere, some harsh
realities have to be taken into account.
Pakistan is very unlikely to end its cross-
border activity as a prior condition for
dialogue, for that would be a decisive loss
of leverage on the ‘core’ issue. It will
therefore persist with its current strategy,
even if that means no bilateral dialogue,
and this in turn will affect the peace effort
within Jammu and Kashmir. There is
scant chance of bypassing Pakistan in
building for peace in Kashmir. It is in-
structive to look again at last July's cease-
fire which was aborted at Pakistan’s
insistence when it felt that it was being
pushed onto the sidelines. Pakistan will
be similarly disruptive this time too if it
feels it is being bypassed. These realities
need to be recognised and the wise
course at this point would be to engage
with Pakistan in bilateral talks.

What shape can an Indo-Pakistan dia-
logue take? For one thing, it need not be
an open, full dress affair. Private channels
can be more useful in the early stages. An
agenda for bilateral talks already exists,
listing a number of topics, among them
Kashmir. Over the years, Pakistan has
maintained that while there may not be
equal progress on all the subjects dis-
cussed, there must be some progress on
all of them. That is to say, Kashmir is not
to be snowed under a welter of subsidiary
issues. One must assume that this will re-
main its approach whenever we begin to
talk to each other.

On Kashmir, one must expect a slow
haul. There is no obvious common
ground and little scope for diplomatic
wizardry to bring the two sides together.
Hopes that the talks could be focussed on

WHE HINDL.
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Another chance in Kashmir?

an effort to convert the LoC into a mu-
tually accepted international border are
misplaced. For Pakistan, this would be a
defeat that even the military catastrophe
of 1971 could not compel. Realistic and
attainable goals should be aimed at, a se-
ries of incremental measures to ease the
current dangers — keep the two sides en-
gaged and advance by degree towards a
broader settlement. To try to rush to-
wards a final conclusion would only in-
vite a setback. In the early phase, perhaps
what can bhe procured is a substantial
slowdown of infiltration from Pakistan,
which will permit the bulk of the Indian
Army in Jammu and Kashmir to return to
the barracks. In addition, limited arrange-
ments for people and goods to cross from
one side of the LoC to the other would be
worth pursuing. Simultaneity in taking
such steps, which obviously benefit all
sides and foreclose no options for the fu-
ture, eould be acceptable to public opin-
ion in both countries. And initial
agreement on such issues would encour-
age both sides to search for mutual ac-
commodation and compromise on more
difficult subjects.

But if issues of sovereignty or self-de-
termination are to be the starting point of
the discussions, then nothing but strife
and confrontation will ensue. Such basic
issues can only begin to be approached
when a measure of confidence has been
built up between the parties. Pakistan
may fear that partial improvement is all
that India seeks, and it may therefore in-
sist on pushing its entire agenda from the
start. This would be a bad mistake. With-
out measures that create confidence on
both sides of the divide, nothing will be
achieved.

Whatever the difficulties ahead, the de-
cision to extend the ceasefire and now the
invitation to all parties to talk can bring
genuine hope for a better outcome. This
requires a sense of clear purpose in New
Dethi about the course and outcome it
seeks. It is a vast and immensely compli-
cated prospect before the Government.
Let us hope that it is geared up to meet
the challenge.

(The writer is a former Foreign Secretary.)



VHP will train 3 -lak}\lQ}/’OUthS to
fight Pak“spon¥ored terrorism

JAMMU: The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) said on Sunday
that it would recruit 30 lakh
‘Bajrang youths’ and train three
lakh of them to fight Pakistan-
sponsored militancy in the country.
“We will recruit 30 lakh ‘Bajrang
youths’ and train three lakh of
them throughout the country from
September this year to fight funda-
mentalist outfits sponsored by
Pakistan, particularly in Jammu
and Kashmir.” international gen-
eral secretary of VHP Parveen
Bhai told journalists here.
However, the method to fight
the fundamental forces would be
fully democratic and not violent.
He said that the remaining 27 lakh
youths would be trained in phases.
The training would be imparted
at 28 places with 10,000 youths
each taking part in these, he said,
adding that they would be sent to
ifferent states to perform their
duties.
Nearly 50.000 youths would be
recruited from J&K alone for the
training, he added. Terming the

-

Kashmir issue as religious, he said
it was wrong to consider it a politi-
cal issue. “We have differences
with the government over the issue
of talks in Kashmir. We support a
political initiative. But you cannot
talk to people holding guns and
killing civilians and security forces
ruthlessly in the state,” Mr Bhai
said.

In a related development,
Kashmiri Pandits have dubbed as
‘vague’ the Centres announcement
to hold talks with Kashmiri groups,
while the state Congress asserted it
would have nothing to do with the
dialogue if it was concentrated on
the Hurriyat Conference.

Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Forum, another
Kashmiri group, said the Centre’s
decision to hold talks came too
late. “We welcome the govern-
ment’s announcement to hold
talks and nomination of K.C. Pant
for the purpose. But if the pro-
posed talks are to concentrate on

the Hurriyat, then we are out of it,”
T2 K Pradech (Mnnorecs nresident

Mohammad Shafi Qureshi said in
Detlhi.

Asserting the Hurriyat was not
the true voice of the people and
was non-existent in most parts of
the state, Mr Qureshi said the con-
glomerate of 23 separatist organi-
sations had contradictory views on
various issues.

The Hurriyat does not have any
support in most of the state, partic-
ularly in Ladakh and Jammu, he
said, advocating involvement of all
mainstream political parties in
talks.

Stating Kashmiri Pandits were
an essential party, Panun Kashmir
spokesman Ramesh Manvati
asserted “without our involve-
ment, any talks will be meaningless
and fruitless.”

“Ours is an ethnic community
whose roots can be traced as far
back as 5,000 years. We are also the
main sufferers of the on-going mil-
itancy, making us an essential party
while deciding the future Of
Kashmir,” he said. ey
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T IS hard not to be repCeX\i on Jam-

mu and Kashmir. That is because

there is no marked advance in the ef-

forts, initiated from time to time, to
resolve this issue. There will be no original-
ity, it is confessed, about the comments on
the latest plan of the Government “to em-
bark upon political dialogue with all sec-
tions of peace-loving people of Jammu and
Kashmir”. The move comes several weeks
after the first announcement of a ceasefire
raised hopes of a quick follow- up to con-
solidate and build upon the peace process,
and even then it is inadequate on more
than one count. The first reactions are not
heartening but could be of use if the defi-
ciencies, pointed out by various sections,
are addressed properly.

The Government’s statement naming
the Planning Commission Deputy Chair-
man, Mr. K.C. Pant, to hold the dialogue on
its behalf envisages a process that is far too
diffused and does not indicate a concise
political plan for his guidance. Perhaps,
there is one but has not been made public.
Whether the latest move leads to a mea-
ningful advance depends on the man (Mr.
Pant) and his mandate. That he is qualified
to be entrusted with the crucial mission is
accepted but he cannot function in a vacu-
um.

The first reactions could be divided into
four categories. One, the comments of the
Pakistan Government and the jehadi out-
fits based in Islamabad, dismissing the offi-
cial statement, even the ceasefire and the
related steps, as gimmicks, as a stunt and
questioning New Delhi’s sincerity. Two, the
views of the Hurriyat leaders who dwell on
the importance of a visit by their delegation
to Pakistan. Three, the small, moderate
sections in Pakistan who do not reject the
move outright and, while pointing out its
inadequacies, say that “an offer, even
though inadequate, is better than no offer
and needs to be pursued”. Four, the stand
taken by a section of political parties and
political scientists here who want the new
move to be invested with a political con-
tent and its ambiguities and inadequacies
removed so as to inspire confidence in the
State. Mr. Pant would do well to heed the
constructive suggestions made by those
believing in the negotiation process. Of
course, littJeCould be done to satisfy those
nue to rely on the efficacy of the

~ /Dialogue on ]

By K. K. Katyal

The first reactions to the Government move for a
dialogue with the people of Kashmir are not heartening,
but could be of use if the deficiencies, pointed out by
various sections, are addressed properly.

Mr. Pant is shrewd enough to realise that
negotiations with the crowd — this is what
the various categories of people, intended
by the Centre to be involved in the dia-
logue, amount to — would lead him no-
where. He could treat his talks with these
sections as a fact-finding exercise, and if
this round leads to crystallisation of his
thinking, it would have served a purpose,
especially if he, at the subsequent stage,
concentrates on fewer interlocutors. There
are two broad aspects of the Kashmir prob-
lem — one, aspirations and the craving for
greater autonomy on the part of those ac-
cepting the State’s accession; two, the con-
duct of those who had taken to the path of
violence for the “undoing of the wrongs of
the past”. The two strands may converge at
some point later when discussions centre
on the framework governing the State’s re-
lationship with the Centre, but, to start
with, would remain separate. And both
would need to be dealt with separately, not
in a crowd but with small representative
sets of interlocutors.

Some question the propriety of involving
the State Government — the National Con-
ference and other political parties, which
accept the Indian Constitution. As one of
the commentators rhetorically asked:
“What is the point of talking to the State’s
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, when
his son is in the Central Cabinet and should
be deemed to be a party to the latest official
statement?”’ Citing the Mizoram prece-
dent, they say the Centre talked to the Lal-
denga party, which did not want to be part
of India, and not others with whom there
was no such problem.

This is necessary on two counts. One,
those accepting the Indian Constitution
want a new autonomy package and, as
such, could not be left out. Two, their ca-
pacity to act as spoilers, in the case of pro-
gress in the talks with the extremists, is not
to be underestimated. What happened
when Dr. Abdullah queered the pitch at the
time of the discussions, in the wake of the
Hizb-initiated ceasefire last year, proves

WEHZ HE ™

the point. The concerns of the Hurriyat and
others of its way of thinking are different
and, as such, interaction with them may
require greater attention.

The controversy over their demand to
send a delegation to Pakistan has been un-
necessarily allowed to snowball. Had they
been allowed to go when the first request
came, the issue would not have attracted
much notice and the Hurriyat would not
have acquired a larger-than-life image
which, in turn, would not have created sus-
picions in New Delhi. On balance, it will be
better to let them go than to block their
trip, causing a strong sense of grievance
and risking their non-participation in the
dialogue. It will help the search for the so-
lution at the internal level, strengthening
New Delhi’s hand in its dealings with Pa-
kistan.

Though general and on widely-predicted
lines, the Government statement calls for
point-by-point examination. It does not
recognise the Hurriyat as the sole repre-
sentative of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. This is an implied ‘no” to its plea
for a visit to Pakistan for contacts with the
militant outfits based there. The idea of a
tripartite dialogue does not find favour,
and the linkage between the resumption of
the talks with Pakistan and the jnsistence
on steps by it to curb cross-border terror-
ism stays.

One need not read between the lines to
come to these conclusions — which are
evident from the plain reading of the state-
ment. It hopes for the participation of
“representatives of all walks of life from
among the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir”, — the State Government, all political
parties, non-government organisations,
trade unions, social and religious bodies
from all the regions of the State. This clear-
ly amounts to rejection of the Hurriyat's
claim to speak exclusively on behalf of the
Kashmir people. It wants to send its dele-
gation to Pakistan before deciding on its
participation in the talks with the Centre.
This is not acceptable to New Delhi as is

ammu & Kashmir

evident from thig formulation — “The Gov-
ernment notes that the APHC has all along
taken the position that talks should be un-
conditional. Now that the Government has
agreed to hold talks in the interest of early
restoration of peace, it is for the APHC to
consider whether it would not be inconsis-
tent for them to set preconditions for the
dialogue.” As for the “repeated requests
from Pakistan” for talks with India, the
Government reaffirms its faith in a “bilat-
eral dialogue” and, in support of this line of
action, mentions the Shimla Agreement
and the spirit of the Lahore Declaration.

In the last four months or so, New Delhi
indicated its willingness for Kashmir-cen-
tric talks. What else, for instance, was the
meaning of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s musings? Especially this
portion — “India is willing and ready to
seek a lasting solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem. Towards this end, we are ready to re-
commence talks with Pakistan at any level,
including the highest level” or “In our
search for a lasting solution to the Kashmir
problem, both in its external and internal
dimensidns, we shall not traverse solely on
the beaten track of the past. Rather we shall
be bold and innovative designers of a fu-
ture architecture for peace and prosperity
for the entire South Asian regions.” It is a
significant departure even from the ap-
proach, envisaged in the Lahore Declara-
tion which spoke of the agreement “to
intensify efforts to resolve outstanding is-
sues, including Jammu and Kashmir”.

In the past, the stress on “‘bilateral talks”
with Pakistan was meant to signify India's
opposition to any bid to internationalise
the problem or to a third party role, as sug-
gested by Islamabad. Some in the West,
too, were sympathetic to this idea but,
sensing India’s resistance, veered to sup-
port for bilateralism. (Even China, ‘‘Pakis-
tan’s friend for all weathers” shifted from
its earlier line, to advocate direct talks). Be-
cause of the change in the mood of the
world community, Islamabad mooted tri-
partite talks, involving India, Pakistan and
“representatives of the Kashmiri people”.

New Delhi rejected that idea — and if
there was any doubt about its stand, that
would have been dispelled now. Having
done that, India would do well to give up its

hesitations in resuming the bilateral dia-
logue with Pakistan.



Abdul Ghani

sees lone
peace hope
in Vajpayee

HT Correspondent
Jammu, April 8

ABDUL GHANI Lone today said
there is hope of finding a solu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute as
long as Atal Bihari Vajpayee
remains Prime Minister.

In an exclusive interview to
Hindustan Times this morning,
the APHC leadr said: “Anything
can be expected — an accord or
any other solution as long as
Vajpayee is there.” Lone was
leaving for the crucial meeting
of the APHC in Srinagar.

With his image of a moderate
having the support of the
majority in the Hurriyat execu-
tive, Lone is clear that the colos-
sal sacrifices of the Kashmiris
would not pe allowed to go
waste.

Lone, at whom the latest talks
offer from Ielhi seems to be tar-
geted, stressed that doubts per-
sist about the offer because the
people of Kashmir have time
and again ben betrayed by their
leaders.

The Peoples’ Conference
Chief reserved his comments on
the talks offer. “Let’s us see how
things shape up,” is all he said.

But e made it clear that the
Government should have been
more specific while making the
offer and outlining its contours.

He seemed particularly
unhapbpy that all parties were
being invited for the proposed
dialogue.

He said &i\lt is not the way to
solve probifms.

On KC Pant’s selection as
chief negetiator, Lone said: “I
would not like to say anything
since he has been named. He
has a good background but how
far he knows the art of negotia-
tion is a matter of test.”

When prodded further, Lone
said the Government could have
made a better choice.

The level should have been

upgraded.

It could have either been For-
eign Minister Jaswant Singh or
Principal Secretary to PM, Bra-
jesh Mishra.

While skirting a guestion on
what could be the possible solu-
tion to the Kashmir crisis, he
aid: “What I want is a firm reso-
lution that could place Kash-
miris out of the current situa-
tion. I want a situation in which
Kashmiri Muslims find them-
selves as willing participants.”

VHP ‘army’

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
today said it would recruit 3 mil-
lion “Bajrang youths”, 50,000
from Jammu and Kashmir
alone, and train 300,000 of them
to fight Pakistan-sponsored mil-
itancy in the country, adds PTI.

“We will train three lakh
youths from September to fight
fundamentalist outfits spon-
sored by Pakistan, particularly
in Jammu and Kashmir,” inter-
national general secretary of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
Parveen Bhai told reporters
here. “However, the method to
fight the fundamentalist forces
would be fully democratic and
not violent,” he said.

The remaining 27 lakh youths
would be trained in phases,
Bhai said. ’

10,000 youths each would be
trained at 28 different places, he
said, adding, they would be sent
to different States for perform-
ing their duties.

Terming the Kashmir issue
as “religious”, Bhai said it was
wrong to consider it a political
issue. “We have differences with
the Government over the issue
of talks in Kashmir.

“We support political initia-
tive but you cannot talk to peo-
ple who hold guns and kill civil-
ians and security forces ruth
lessly in the State,” Bhai sai

/

THE HINDUSTAN TDAE.

- 9 APR 20



F7Indian offer not
senous JKLF chief

By B. Muralidhar Red

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 8. Mr. Am
lah Khan, chairman of the Jam
and Kashmir Liberation Fro
has said that the Indian Govern
ment’s offer of talks to all peace-
loving people in Kashmir falls far
short of being a “‘serious and re-
sult-bearing gesture” as it lacks
the basic ingredients.
In a statement here, he said all
that was needed to bring perma-
nent peace to the region was to
solve the Kashmir issue, the basic
cause of the situation in the area
since 1947.
. Mr. Khan complained that the
| Indian offer made no mention of
solving the core issue or doing
justice to Kashmiris.
“It just talked of talks to estab-
lish peace which meant peace
without justice and for that mat-
ter peace at the (o;t of justice, a
' thing no self—respe ing Kashmiri
¢ would agree to”

If the Indian Government was
really serious, about bringing

peace to theAfegion, it must take
concrete s#€ps to solve the Kash-

m1r problem. The best way of do-
ing it without doing injustice to
any of the parties involved in the
issue, he said, was to implement
the “JKLF formula”.

To be implemented in five
phases, it envisages the re- uni-
fication of the divided Kashmir
with status of an independent na-
tion for an initial period; of 15
years with “a democratic, federal
and secular system of govern-
ment having friendly relations
with both India and Pakistan”.

It proposes an agreement with
Kashmir’s immediate neighbours
not to violate its frontiers nor in-
terfere in its internal affairs and
that Kashmir would undertake
not to let its soil be used against
any country.

1t also seeks a U.N.-supervised
referendum in which the people
of Kashmir will determine wheth-
er Kashmir should perpetuate its
independence or become part of
India or Pakistan, and that the
popular verdigt will be accepted
by all concepfied as the final set-
tlement.

- / ’ [}
Differences in
Hurriyat ‘over talks

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. Serious differ-
ences have cropped up in the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference over
the holding of talks with the Cen-
tre on the Kashmir issue.

The Centre recently announced
the name of Mr. K.C.Pant, cur-
rently Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, to nego-
tiate with all groups in Jammu
and Kashmir for the restoration of
peace and this was rejected by the
Hurriyat chairman, Mr. Abdul
Ghani Bhat.

Mr. Bhat said that until the
Hurriyat delegation was allowed
to go to Pakistan it would not hold
any talks with the
Government.

However, senior Hurriyat
tionary, Mr. Abdul Ghani Lone,
termed Mr. Bhat's comment as
“his personal view”’ and said a de-
cision to this effect would be only
taken when the executive of the
23-party conglomerate met.

Though Mr. Bhat has rejected
the Centre’s offer, it would be dif-
ficult for the Hurriyat to run away
from the proposed talks as the
Centre has this time offered talks
without any preconditions, a de-
mand of the Hurriyat.— PTI
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Jammu and Kashmir to the Centre’s negotiation prppo als,

fo} such resistance conforms to their track record. Thelrefusal

oflthe likes of the Hurriyat and
iklogue could in fact

Hizbul to commence formal

but have never been in the frontline of political activity.

that would lead to the Hurriyat, for instance, coming round to
the negotiating table at a later stage.
Centre make a comprehensive assessment of what would be
acceptable to Kashmiris at large, not just its political figures.
In many ways the choice of the negotiator is apt. KC Pant has
both political and administrative experience, at the present
juncture he does appear close enough to the centre of power
to influence the decisions the government will have to take.

Yet not being part of the government gives him room for |
manoeuvre, any suggestion he might make would not auto-
matically amount to an official commitment. The government

would do well to make clear to him the parameters within
which he should operate, it would facilitate his talks and also
. minimise the risk of embarrassment. Like all those in public
\ life, Pant is prone to relish media attention, but this assign-
ment calls for keeping out of the glare of publicity as much as
possible. Negotiations are a process, not an event, and in the
initial stages the lower the tenor the better. “Going public” in-
volves spelling out positions, and that can create compli-
cations before the outlines of any roadmap are drawn. The
media would also be well advised not to rush to conclusions or
expect quick results — it was precisely that which stymied
the brief talks that had followed the HM’s offer of a ceasefire.

Pant and the government might consider occasionally keep- '
ing the opposition parties posted on how the process is dev-"|

eloping. While securing all-party consensus would be diffi-
~ult, such consultations would avoid the creation of ego prob-
ms that often result in rash statements. The process would
rer take off if there was even & hint af ananicion that it was

Vol. CXXXV 14 (S) §
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76.% A marathon to run @Y\ |

generally indifferent response of the known pl?e s in |

prove an opportunity to KC Pant to |
ablish contact with the many other entities who do matter, |

Talking to others might in fact develop into a sort of pressure |

It would also help the -

~|deological pr
~political exigen:

S|

! T is being called
the end of ideology is
having a curious ef-

' fect on the culture of coali-
tions which is in rapid muta-
tion, in the sense that there
is now a clear dichotomy bet-
ween political exigencies at
! the Centre and those deter-
mining political alliances in
the states. Let’s begin with
the Congress. A short while
ago, proximity to the Left
| was one of the premises on
which its political stirategy
! was based, a premise to
which all other consider-
ations of the local kind were
' subordinated.

There was, for instance, to
be no alliance with the Trina-
mul in West Bengal. One
- thought there was some kind
of vague ideological principle
! involved in the whole thing:

\ the Trinamul was part of a
BJP-led NDA at the Centre
and allied to the coalition
leader in the state. Due to
the vacuum left by the disap-
pearance of the third front,
the Left had emerged as a
| kind of natural ally, secular
and closer to the prevailing
Congress point of view on
. economic issues. However, no

sodner did Mamata Banerjee

leave the NDA in the
- aftermath of the Tehelka ex-
pose, it became evident that
the prospect of actually seiz-
. ing power in West Bengal
| was much more enticing than
| building up a coalition at the
! Centre with people who were
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reject talks

HT Correspondent & Agencies
Srinagar, April 6

THE CENTRE’S offer to open
talks with Jammu and Kashmir
separatists has found no takers.
Major players, without whose
consent, the initiative won’t even
take off, have virtually said no to
the dialogue offer.

_“No purpose would be served
by entering into a dialogue with
New Delhi unless it allows 3 Hur-

‘Fiyat team to visit Pakistan,”

Abdul Ghani Bhat, chairman of
the conglomeration of parties
said in Srinagar. He termed the
Centre’s offer an exercise in futil-
ity. “The way the Centre is deal-
ing with the vexed Kashmir issue
is without purpose. The Cenire
must fulfil its commitments first.
We wanted to go to Pakistan.
India agreed, but the visit never
took shape because of the Cen-
tre’s rigidity.”

He added that the Hurriyat
wasn’t against the spirit of dia-
logue, one that would bring an
everlasting solution to the Kash-
mir issue. “Onlv talks ean

Mf’

résojv ﬂhls tangle,” he said.

aling another blow to the
initifitive, the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
too fejected the Centre’s offer.
“There is no possibility of any
such engagement with India. The
offer is part of the political
design to subvert the struggle,” a
the outfit said in a release faxed
to a Srinagar newspaper.

Signed by Lashkar spgkesman
Abu Usama, the missive said:
“India just wants te take the
pressure off its security forces,
but it won’t succeed in this.”

The Centre’s talks initiative,
from the beginning, looked sus-
pect. In the first place, it came

20 HURT IN GRENADE ATTACK

TWENTY PEOPLE were injured in a
grenade attack in Bandipora on
Friday. Militants lobbed a grenade
on a BSF vehicle in a market at 11.30
am on Friday. The explosive fell
short of the target and exploded on
the road, causing splintet injuries to
20 civilians.

mir g OllpS V

offer ~

full 138 days after its unilateral
truce. To make matters even
more difficult, K C Pant was
nominated as the principal nego-
tiator. Pant, Vice-Chairman of
the Planning Commission, is an
experienced political hand. But
his skills as a negotiator in a con-
flict situation as vexed as this are
unknown.

Kashmir watchers feel the Cen-
tre clearly delayed in proposing
the talks. It would have made bet-
ter sense if the offer came with
the ceasefire announcement. It
would have created pressure on
the Hurriyat. “This would have
made sense had the initiative
come close on the heels of the
ceasefire announcement,” said
Mirwaiz Umar Farcog, former
Hurriyat chairman. “At this point
of time, it all sounds so vague.”

The Centre, observers, said
had been forced to offer talks for
the situation in the State has
only been worsening. Since
November 28, when the truce
came into force, as many as 400
civilians and 170 security per-
sonnel have died in the Valley.
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”Talks offer a snub

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE L \’ \ While'India'hds %&Lected Pak-
' NEW DELHI, April 6. — The

Centre has sent a clear mes-
sage to the All Party Hurriyat
Conference and Pakistan
through its offer to all Jammu
and Kashmir parties to join a
broad based political dialogue

- that would explore how peace

“may be attained in the trou-
bled state”.

The government has made it
apparent that neither Islama-

i bad’s “tripartite dialogue” is ac-

ceptable toit nor does it consid-
ef the Hurriyat the sole repre-

! sentative of Kagshmiri people.

istan’s tripartit4 dialogue and
insisted on focussed bilateral
dialogue in accor§ance with the
i and thé spi-
rit of the Lahord Declaration,
Pakistan’s chief executive, Gen
Parvez Musharraf, has virtual-
ly rejected the Lahore process
saying it did not address the
main issue of Kashmir.
According to agency reports,
General Musharraf in an inter-
view in Islamabad said: “I don’t
see it (Lahore process) as a low
or even the high point because
really the Lahore summit was
not addressing the main issue.

It’s just a process which would
never have carried forward.”
.He said he had suggested to
the former Pakistani govern-
ment to include Kashmir in the
final draft of the declaration.
The draft, instead, gave the im-
pression that Kashmir was a
minor irritant between the two
countries and that there were
several other big issues be-
tween them. “I think it should
be Kashmir and all other issues
and not all other issues and
Kashmir. It ought to be like
that if we are realistic and
want to improve relations.”
However, by dismissing Is-
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urriyat, Pak

lamabad’s demand, New Delhi
has thrown the ball on the oth-
er side of the border. It's now
up to Islamabad to reject or ac-
cept the offer. Kashmir observ-
ers think the government could
also be indicating that a fo-
cussed bilateral dialogue on
Kashmir could be held after
Pakistan stops cross-border
terrorism and anti-India propa-
ganda.

As for the Hurriyat, the Cen-
tre has rejected the notion that
the Pakistan-backed umbrella
group is the sole representative

# See SNUB: page 8



of the Kashmiri
However, in the absenc
broad forum, the Hurri
become the voice
discontentment of various sec-
tions of J&K population.

The government’s statement
is indicative enough that if the
Hurriyat tries to enforce “pre-
conditions”, such as visit to
Pakistan before talks or
tripartite talks involving Pak-
istan, it would not work. And if
it insists on the pre-conditions,
the Hurriyat will get totally
“isolated”, sources said.

In fact, it’s believed the
government has  already
identified 14 groups which
have expressed willingness to
hold talks with Mr KC Pant,
government’s interlocutor in
the Kashmir peace process.

Hurriyat leaders, expected
here next week, will have to
take a unanimous view on the
peace process. There is a
division within the organi-
sation. Pro-Pakistan leader,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, has
been clamouring that Kashmir
is a religious issue, while Mr
Abdul Gani Lone backs Mr KC
Pant (because of Mr Lone’s
insistence the government has
appointed a fresh face as its
interlocutor), and the Hurriyat
chairman, Mr Abdul Ghani
Bhatt, is reportedly awaiting
for Pakistan’s endorsement.

Incidentally, while the
Kashmir  ceasefire was
announced at the beginning of
Ramzan month last year, the
announcement for an
expanded broad-based explora-
torv dialogue came on the
Mubharram day. It also came on
the eve of the external affairs
minister’s meeting with the US
secretary of the state, Mr Colin
Powell, and defence secretary,

Mr Donald Rumsfeld. // ¢



SATURDAY, APRIL 7. 2001

A
w0 A NEW “DIALOGUE COUNTER’-

THE ONF POSITIVE aspect of the Government of
India’s open and broadspectrum ‘invitation’ for
talks 10 peace-desiring sections of Jammu and
Kashmir is that it is the Atal Behari Vajpayee ad-
ministration’s first attempt to inject crucial polit-
ical content into the peace initiative set off by the
unilateral ceasefire nearly five months ago. In
designating the interlocutor for the dialogue —
Mr. K C. Pant, Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission — the Government has sought to
concretise its oft-declared intent to talk to any
group pushing for peace in the State and, in the
process, opted for parleys at a higher political
Jevel. But the problem is that, in the name of
broadbasing the consultation process, the NDA
regime has set up a ‘dialogue counter’, so to say,
for people drawn from “all walks of life” to put
forth their views on “peace and how it can be
attained in the troubled State”, and it expects
non-governument organisations, trade unions, so-
cial and religious groups, et al, to respond. The
dialogue thus envisaged, which can be no more
than a frecwheeling exercise, regrettably suggests
a casual and non-serious approach to a highly
complex political problem, what with the Gov-
ernment declaring that the “doors” for talks are
open for the All Party Hurriyat Conference, a
conglomerate of 23 separatist outfits, as also
Kasliniri groups that are “currently engaged in
militancy in the State” but want peace to be re-
stored.

in a way, the ambiguously framed scope of

the talks' initiative is of a piece with the Vajpayee
Government's track record in handling Jammu
and Kashmir related issues (both on the domestic
and foreign fronts) and it is characterised by ad
hocism, inherent contradictions and a lack of co-
hesiveness. Take, for instance, the State’s legiti-
maic demand for Constitutionally-committed
autonomy, projected by Dr. Farooq Abdullah’s
Government o the strength of an expert panel’s
report, or (e more recent question of allowing a
ar-elegation to visit Pakistan in the post-

ceasefire context. The Centre’s responyse {lictat-
ed, as it has tended to be, by the politicaljexpe-
diency of a particular situation, has been
singularly devoid of consistency and has sent
confusing signals to the point of straining cred-
ibility. In the case of the Hurriyat, particularly,
the Government made an issue of the presence of
pro-Pakistan Mr. Syed Ali Shah Geelani in the
proposed delegation and scotched the visit by
calculatedly placing it in the context of India’s
declared ‘no-third-party-intervention’ position,
despite the fact that the APHC had made it clear
that it never visualised any ‘mediatory’ role for
itself. Although the Hurriyat team’s visit may not
yield any dramatic result, it would certainly have
a tremendous demonstrative effect from India’s
standpoint by way of vouching for its sincerity in
pursuing a political solution. Against the back-
drop of the Centre’s unyielding stand on the is-
sue and the Hurriyat's high stakes in making the
trip to Pakistan, the umbrella outfit's ‘no’ to the
dialogue offer is only predictable.

As for the militant groups, including the ones
that are supposed to be ‘indigenous’, such as the
Hizbul Mujahideen, the response cannot be any-
thing but negative as long as Pakistan is not
brought into the picture. Not long ago, in Decem-
ber last, to be precise, while extending the ‘cease-
fire' on the first occasion, the Prime Minister had
spoken of his Government’s commitment “as the
initiator of the dialogue process with Pakistan”
and had promised to “initiate exploratory steps”
as were considered necessary. What needs to be
realised is that any dialogue initiative that seeks
to address the core issues of the Kashmir prob-
lem can be meaningful only if it recognises the
mutual complementarity of the internal and ex-
ternal tracks of the negotiating process. There is
nothing in the “dialogue counter” model (as has
been unfolded by the official statement yesterday
and judged by the Centre’s own trackrecord) to
inspire one’s confidence on this score. //
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conflict is being ignored
By Dwarika Prasad Sharma
The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: People’s Conference chairman
and Hurriyat executive member Abdul
Ghani Lone said here on Friday that the gov-
ernment had opened a “Pandora’s box™ by
inviting “everybody” for talks with its repre-
sentative K.C. Pant to restore peace in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking to The Times of India, he said,
“The government has thrown the doors wide
open so that any Tom, Dick and Harry can
come and hold talks with it. Does the gov-
ernment want to minimise the importance of
the Hurriyat Conference by keeping the
National Conference and the sangh parivar
in good humour?.”

Mr Lone said the gov-

Centre has opened a.

box: Lone

Hurriyat passport issue

cannot be wished away

By Siddharth Varadarajan
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Hurriyat’s decision to
spurn any dialogue with the Centre until a
delegation of its choice is allowed to visit
Pakistan has thrown cold water on the
Vajpayee government’s latest Kashmir move.

In any case, Thursday’s offer of uncondi-
tional talks to the Hurriyat was a pretty timid
step when measured against the bold military
decision the Vajpayee government took last
November in declaring a unilateral ceasefire.
The Centre has not explained why it has
taken four months to come up with this polit-
ical initiative, especially when the situation
on the ground —in terms of valley opinion —
is considerably less
favourable to it today

ernment this time was
“deviating from the estab-
lished pattern of conflict
resolution, which has
been followed here and is
being followed globally™.

Elaborating, he said
there were two parties to
the “conflict” which need-
ed resolution and which
had necessitated the hold-
ing of the dialogue. The
Indian government had
been maintaining that

i Kashmir was a part of
' India, while “the people

of Kashmir have been
saying that it is a disputed
territory”, Mr Lone said.
“The National
Conference and other
groups being invited have
accepted the accession as
final, while the Hurriyat
has not. So the two parties
to the conflict are the gov-

2 killed, 15 hurt
in J&K violence

The Times of India News Service

SRINAGAR: Two civilians, includ-
ing an auto driver, were killed in a
crossfire between militants and the
security forces at Narbal on the
Srinagar-Gulmarg road— 15 km
from here late on Thursday
evening, Elsewhere, 15 civilians
were injured when militants lobbed
a handgrenade in Bandipora in
north Kashmir on Friday.

The first incident took place
when an autorickshaw was caught
in the crossfire between militants
and the security forces near
Gagarpora in Narbal on the nation-
al highway on Thursday.

In the other incident, militants
hurled a handgrenade at a bus
stand in Bandipura in north
Kashmir on Friday, injuring 15 civil-
ians, the police said.

than it was in the initial
phase of the ceasefire.

In fact, the unwarrant-
ed delay and the muddle
over the Hurriyat leader-
ship’s demand for pass-
ports are both products
of the lack of policy
coherence in New Delhi,
with the Prime Minister’s
Office and the Union
home ministry at logger-
heads with each other.

Though home minister
LK. Advani has dug in
his heels and ruled out a
Hurriyat visit to Pakistan
if their delegation
includes the “hardline”
Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
the PMO tends to take
the view that such a dele-
gation can do no harm.
Sharp cleavages have
opened up within the
Hurriyat in  recent

ernment of India and the Hurriyat and the months, especially after Mr Geelani’s descrip-

dialogue should be between the two.”

tion of Kashmir as a “religious” rather than

Mr Lone said this “pattern of conflict res-
olution” had been followed in Punjab with
Longowal and in Mizoram with Laldenga
and was being followed in other north-cast-
ern states. He said the “same pattern” was
followed in South Africa, Palestine, East
Timor and Kosovo, and was now being fol-
lowed in Sri Lanka.

Asked how the Hurriyat could claim to
represent the views of Ladakh and Jammu,
Mr Lone repeated that only the Hurriyat dis-
puted the Indian stand that the accession was
final. If during talks with it, he said, the need
was felt that people from a “variety of
regions” should be involved in the dialogue,
“the decision about that could be taken at
that time (by key parties —the Hurriyat and
the government).”
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*political” problem, but PMO officials feel it
will be counter-productive for the govern-
ment to try and force a split between him and
the rest of the APHC leadership. In any case,
they say, there is no way Mr Geelani’s rivals
can afford to go to Pakistan without him.

At the heart of this policy dissonance lies a
more fundamental difference of strategy—
Should the Centre merely string the Hurriyat
along in order to score political points at
home and abroad? Or, should it seriously
engage the umbrella grouping with a view {0
turning the situation in Kashmir around?

The Centre’s designated negotiator, K.C.
Pant, is equally suited to play both roles and
the Hurriyat leadership, in fact, fears he will
tie them down in Iengthy discussions that will
lead nowhere. //en
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Centre rea
‘talk peac W
all J&K groups
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H BULA DEVI & SANJAY SINGH
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 5. - The
Centre today announced that
the Planning Commission
Deputy Chairman, Mr KC
Pant, would be the chief inter-
locutor between the govern-
ment and Kashmiri groups, in-
cluding those outside the state.
Talks are expected to begin in
a couple of weeks, sources said.
Apart from inviting the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference, the
announcement gave an indirect
message to organisations like
Hizbul Mujahideen to come to
the negotiating table. Though
Mr LK Advani had ruled out
talks with the Hizbul, the gov-
ernment said today, “doors are
not closed for Kashmiri organi-
sations which are currently en-
gaged in militancy but are de-
sirous of peace.” ,
The government i8 ready for
talks with expatriate Kashmiri
. elements who took up guns but
now want peace. Talks are
open to London-based Kash-
miri organisations, here about
three months’ ago on Track II
diplomacy. Besides the state
government, political parties,
NGOs, trade unions, social and
religious bodies from all re-
gions of J&K will be involved.
Reacting to the announce-
ment, APHC chairman, Mr Ab-
dul Ghani Bhatt, told The

A

' AHMEDABAD, April 5. — |
[ Mr Bill Clinton today ruled |
| out playing a peacemaker |
| between India and Pakistan ]
| but hoped the two neighbours |
{ would make peace. “I have no |
| official capacity. I'm just a|
| citizen. 1 wish they would
' make peace,” he told jour-
i nalists when asked if he|
| would broker talks between |
! the two countries. — PTI

| B More reports on page SJ(
Statesman from Srinagar that
the Kashmir issue couldn’t be
resolved unless Pakistan was
involved in the talks.

He said the government was
committed to send them to
Pakistan. “Now if the govern-
ment chooses to breach its com-
mitment, we cannot help it.”

(Mr Pervez Musharraf told a
private channel that Indo-Pak
relations won’t improve without
addressing the Kashmir issue
and dismissed as a “hoax” New
Delhi’s ceasefire, adds PTI.)

That Mr Pant was chosen (not
Mr George Fernandes and BG
Verghese) showed that an “ac-
‘ceptable” person had been giv-
en the charge. The choice has
given a political face to ‘Mission
Kashmir. A Hurriyat heavy-
weight had proposed that a po-
litical person from the govern-

dy to

with

ment and not a bureaucrat 1
should be the negotiator. i

The government’s announce- |
ment has given a faint warning |
to the Hurriyat which has all |

along been insisting on uncon- ‘
|
|
i

ditional talks and pressing for
a visit to Pakistan before talks.
“Now that the government has
agreed to hold talks in the in-
terest of early restoration of
peage, it is for the APHC to con-
gider whether it won’t be incon-
sistent for them to set pre-con-
ditions for the dialogue,”

Nomination of a chief negotia-
tor cannot help achieve a
breakthrough without determi-
nation, wisdom and pragma-
tism, Mr Bhatt said.

Mr Pant’s selection marks a tac-
tical shift in the Centre's re-
sponse to Kashmir. It is being
viewed as the end of an era when
Mr Brajesh Mishra, principal
secretary to the Prime Minister,
dominated policy decisions
through RAW and other wings.

Mr Pant enjoys the confidence
of Mr AB Vajpayee and is close to
Mr Advani, too. Choice of Mr
Pant indicates the return of the
home ministry’s control over
Kashmir, Mr Advani said a solu-
tion could be found if all groups
were taken'into confidence.

In Bangalore, Mr Vajpayee
said tonight that the ce in
J&K had evoked a partial re-
gponse and firis

' ge | ring on the bo
d stopped, adds PTL
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O IT is official now. Calcutta
University (CU) has slipped so low in
the ladder of achievement that it
might as well not be there at all. What
was once the glory of not just Bengal but
also the rest of India has failed to meet the
criteria set by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) for being called a centre
of excellence. The decline has been taking
place for years now. Politicisation of ap-
pointments, a transfer policy that often sees
good teachers sent to bad colleges and bad’
teachers to good colleges, decrepit depart-
ments that lack even the most basic infra-
structure and uncertainty about the publica-
tion of results have been plaguing the uni-
versity over the years. Some of the colleges
under the umbrella of CU notwithstanding
(Presidency College, for instance, continues
to be ranked among the top three colleges in
the country in an annual poll by a weekly
magazine), the university as a whole has
simply failed to keep pace with the times.
For instance, the playwright John
Osborne is the most modern of modern writ-
ers that one reads in the CU undergraduate
syllabus for English Literature. Osborne’s
most memorable play, Look Back In Anger,
premiered in London as far back as 1956. In
comparison, in the English Literature syl-

/» *A change of guar

labus at the undergraduate level at Jadaypur
University (JU), the most modern wnjter'one
reads is the poet Seamus Heaney, who won
the Nobel Prize for Literature as recently as
1995. It’s not hard to see why CU does not
come up to scratch. The university has failed
to take into account the dynamics of a
changing education system.

It is not entirely bad news, though. While
CU has slipped, at least some institute in
Kolkata is doing a great job. The UGC has
announced that JU can now be counted
among the five best universities in the coun-
try (the others are Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Pune University, Madras
University and Hyderabad University) and
has been accorded the status of a “university
with potential for excellence”. Unlike its
older, once-more-august neighbour, JU has
fit itself into the framework of a fast-paced,
fast-changing system. A decent infrastruc-
ture, autonomy in its functioning, good
teachers (many of whom have joined JU
after being disillusioned with CU) and inter-
action with other institutes have all com-
bined to give JU a cutting edge in terms of
education in the state. The baton of being
the repository of talent in education has
passed on from CU JU. It was time for a
change of guard. /
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Centre inVi;es
Hurriyat for

talks without™
pre-conditions

The Times of India News Service
NEW DELHLI: In the first formal
intimation of its desire for a politi-
cal dialogue with the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC), the
Vajpayee government on Thursday
invited the Kashmiri militant
group and others “desirous of
peace” to talks without any pre-
conditions.

An official statement announc-
ing the government’s decision
said, “All sections of the peace-lov-
ing people of the
state, including those
who are currently
outside it, should }
come forward and }
participate in discus-
sions with the aim of
attaining peace in
Kashmir.”

In the announce-
ment made here
through its Press
Information Bureau,
the Centre said that
the dialogue offer,
which would be con- [&&
ducted by chariman {EEE
of the planning com-
mission K.C. Pant,
was unconditional
and that the Hurriyat should
respond positively. “The APHC
has all along taken the position
that talks should be uncondition-
al.Now that the government has
agreed to hold talks in the interest
of early restoration of peace, it is
for the APHC to consider whether
it would be inconsistent for them
to set pre-conditions for the dia-

‘TROUBLED WATERS

logue. The doors are open for them
to join in the talks. The doors are
also not closed for Kashmiri organ-
isations which are currently
engaged in militancy in the state,
but are desirous of peace,” the
statement said.

Responding to the government’s
offer, Hurriyat executive member
Abdul Ghani Lone said that they
had not been informed that Mr
Pant would be holding talks with
various groups in the state.
However, he added,
if steps were taken in
that direction, “We
will give a positive
response.”

Mr Lone said the
Centre had “wasted”
four months S}Qf{
the declaration of the
unilateral ceasefire
when “they should
have come forward
in a bigger way. Why
was Mr Pant not
nominated earlier for
4 a dialogue?” he
asked.

Meanwhile, Mr
Pant’s brief will be to
talk not just to the
Hurriyat and other groups
opposed to Indian rule, but to “rep-
resentatives of all walks of life
from among the people of J&K”.

The official announcement said,
“More specifically, it is expected
that besides the J&K government,
all political parties..social and reli-

gious bodies from all regions of the
state will participate.”

=6 APR 2
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Police disallows two Mohurram pi'bce5510ns in J&K

The Times of India News Service \\/

GAR: Barring a few incidents of clashes
w1th the police in the Civil Lines area here,
Ashobra processions were taken out in many
Shia-dpminated areas and concluded peacefully
in diffeyent Imambadas on Thursday, the 10th
day of Mphurram. The authorities, however, dis-
allowed two Ashoora processions to be taken
out here in view of the prevailing law and order
situation. The authorities disallow the Shias to
take out the Moharrum procession from the
Guru Bazar and Abi Guzar areas ever cinen «bo

eruption of militancy in 1989.

Divisional commissioner Khurshid Ganaie
dismissed as baseless rumours that a blanket
ban had been imposed on the taking out of the
traditional processions in Kashmir.The police
had sealed the areas falling in the Abi Guzar and
Guru Bazar here on Thursday to prevent the
people to take out the procession. Vice-presi-
dent of Anjuman-e-Shari-i-Shian and Hurriyat
leader Aga Syed Mehdi had on Tuesday threat-
ened that the procession would be taken out.

s~ wnmteintinnce imnnead in Abi Guzar
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near the Press Enclave here, some some Shia youth
appeared on Maulana Azad road in the morning
to take out the procession, but timely interven-
tion by the police saved the situation from tak-
ing a violent turn, an official spokesman said.

The police had on Tuesday resorted to a mild
cane charge in Lal Chowk here when Hurriyat
leaders Molvi Abbas Ansari and Javid Ahmad
Mir of the JKLF with their associates tried to
take out an Ashoora procession. Both the lead-

ers were released in the evening after being kept
in police custody for a few hours.




Two HuTmyat “
leaders arrested

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, April 3

THE POLICE used force to dis-
perse a Muharram procession
today and took senior Hurriyat
Conference leaders, Moulana
Abbas Ansari and Javaid Ahmad
Mir, along with 40 other persons,

into custody.
Sources said Shia leader and
Hurriyat executive member

Ansari and JKLF vice-chairman
Javaid Mir tried to take out a
Muharram procession at Maulana
Azad Road in civillines area at 1.30
pm, in violation of a ban on such
processions in the State capital.

Several hundred others joined
them and as the procession
marched towards Budshah
chowk, the police stopped them.
As the followers resisted, the
police resorted to lathi-charge
and fired tear gas shells.

Another Shia leader and chief
of Nifaz-e-Shariat, Nisar Ahmad
was also taken into custody,
while leading a separate proces-
sion near S P College. Police
arrested seven more Shia devo-
tees at Dalgate.

The ritual Muharram proces-
sions taken out by Shia popula-
tion, to commemorate the 'death
of Prophet Mohammad's grand-
son, Imam Hussain in the 7th
century AD, have come under a
blanket ban in Srinagar since
militancy erupted in the valley
in 1989,

In other parts of the valley,
however, the Ashoora processions
remain undisturbed. Shia leaders
have declared to defy the ban this
year. Agha Syed Mohammad Has-

&
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san, the vice presuient of the
supreme Shia body Unjiman-e-
Shar-e-Shain and a senior Hurriy-

-at leader blasted the State Govern-

ment for imposing ban on Muhar-
ram processions in the city.

In a press conference, he
described it as “Government
interference in religious rights”.

He said they would defy the

ban against all odds on Thursday;
the 10th day of Muharram and
the “devotees of Imam Hussain
will take out the Ashoora proces-
sion”. He said the procession
would, as per tradition, originate
from Abi Guzre in the morning
and end at Ali Park in Zadibal in
the evening.

The authorities have made

elaborated Security arrange--

ments to enforce the ban. They

contend that militants could dis- * :

turb the procession to put blame
on the Government.

Probe ordered -

SOPORE APDITIONAL SP
Showkat Ahmad Malik has
been asked to probe the police
firing on a Muharram proces-
sion 'in Badgam - district
where seven people were
injured on Monday. IG Ashok
Bhan has asked Malik to sub-
mit his report at the earliest,
Two persons sustained bullet
injuries while five were
injured in the stampede,
which broke out when police
fired on a Muharram proces-
sion in Badgam district.
HTC, Srinagar

A person performs ‘Mattam’ — walkinh n;n M? pt village Khanda in Jammu and Kashnnir, on Tuesday.
T

procession In
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Kashmir

 Lashkar kills 3

securitymen

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, April 3

The Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, whose
Kashmir chief, Salahuddin, was
gunned down by security forces
last week, hit back today by
attacking security forces at
Bandipora and  Rafiabad,
killing at least three personnel,
besides injuring half a dozen
others.

Sources said Lashkar cadres
ambushed a BSF party at
Daramhama on Gurez-Bandipo-
ra road in North Kashmir at 8.00
am. A Border Security Force
jawan, Prem Singh, died in the
half-hour gunbattie and another
paramilitary personnel, Ram
Kumar was injured. Sources said
that the militants managed to
escape without suffering any
casualty. )

Half an hour later, Lashkar
militants struck again in Rafi-
abad belt of Baramullah district,
killing two army men and injur-
ing four others.

Sources said the militants
triggered off an improvised
explosive device (IED) at Shaikh-
pora-Chonam road in Dangwach
area of Rafiabad, when an army
patrol of 28 Rashtriya Rifles was
on the move.

The militants also fired on the
patrolling army men with auto-
matic weapons.

Official sources said that one

Army personnel was killed and .

five other jawans injured in the
incident. Lashkar-e-Tayyeba,
however, claimed that 10 Army
personnel were killed ,in the
incident.

A caller identifying himself as
spokesperson of the outfit
claimed that two army vehicles
were also destroyed in the inci-
dent.

This is the first confrontation
between security forces and
Lashkar cadres after security
forces shot dead Salahuddin.
A Lashkar spokesman said
the cadres of his outfit
would carry Fidayeen (suicide)
attacks on Army patrols and con-
vOys.

The 7th JAK LI killed three
militants, described as local
cadres of Moulana Aazhar
Masood’s Jaish-e-Mohammad, at
Gogal Dara village in Tangmarg
belt. Sources said that on a tip
off, an army section sealed off
the village and launched massive
search operation. As the search
party zeroed in on the militants’
hideout, they came under heavy
fire. The army personnel retali-
ated and killed three militants.

Security forces also shot dead
a foreign militant, believed to be
a Lashkar cadre, at Khan Sahab
in Budgam district.

Militants made an unsuccess-
ful attempt on the life of addi-
tional superintendent of police,
Shoukat Malik, at Haigam
late on Monday night, at the
scene of the February 15 army
shootout.

Police sources said the mili-
tants fired upon his vehicle when
he was on way to Baramullah.
Though he escaped the attack, an
escort vehicle came in the line of
the militants’ fire, killing the dri-
ver instantly besides injuri
four other personnel.
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Kashmiri leaders discuss steps

\}\9'\2

GENEVA, APRIL 3. Representatives of various political
outfits in Jammu and Kashmir, including the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) met here infor-
mally, for the first time, to discuss the scenario in the
State.

hough the meeting was organised to honour the
[.ondon- based Kashmiri leader, Syed Nazir Gilani,
for his research on Human Rights, it enabled a cross-
section of participants to put forth suggestions for
finding a solution to the Kashmir problem.

Organised by Sardar Shoukat Kashmiri of the
United Kashmir Peoples National Party (UKPNP),
the meeting was attended by Mr. G.M. Sati and Mr.
Tahir Masood Mir of the APHC, Mr. Riyaz Punjabi,
Chairman of the Autonomy Committee, Mr. Ashok
Bhan, Kashmiri Pandit leader and lawyer, and sever-
al others.

Mohammed Mumtaz Khan, a Human Rights ac-
tivist of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK), now set-
tled in Canada, also took part in the deliberations,
which covered issues such as Human Rights vio-
lation.

Mr. Shoukat, now living in exile here, stressed the
need for peaceful resolution of the problem, saying
people from both parts of Jammu and Kashmir
should meet to make valuable contributions for the
promotion of peace. Supporting his views, Mr. Bhan
said that violence would result in death and destruc-
tion. He also mentioned the problems of Kashmiri
pandits, who had been forced to migrate.

However, Mr. Safi said that the U.N. Security
Council resolutions could form the basis for the set-
tement of the issue. He also referred to Human
Rights violation by security forces, a view endorsed
by Mr. Masood. They said that the Indian Govern-
meni was not serious in initiating talks with the Hur-
riyat.

Mr. Punjabi said that in the present context, it was
not practical to implement the Security Council’s
resolutions. Mr. Gilani said that life should be con-
served and everyone should contribute to the peace
process.

Mr. Mumtaz Khan said that the geographical unity
of Jammu and Kashmir should be maintained as

to resolve crisis

4

envisaged in Nationality Act of 1927. He
mention of the Pakistani repression i
Baluchisthan. — UNI

Four killed
in ambush

SRINAGAR, APRIL 3. In stepped up attacks on security
personnel in the Kashmir valley, militants am-
bushed them at three places, including a vehicle of a
senior police officer, killing four of them and in-
juring 10 others since Monday night.

Armed militants fired on police vehicles near Hy-
gam on Srinagar-Baramulla NH last night when Ad-
ditional SP, Sopore, Mr. Showkata Ahmad Malik,
probing police firing on a Muharram procession at
Magam in Badgam district, was returning to Sopore,
an official spokesman said today. . )

While the driver of Mr. Malik’s escort vehicle was®
killed on-the-spot, his four guards were seriously
injured.Mr. Malik, however, escaped Unhurt.

An army personnel was killed and five others in-
jured when militants fired on their vehicles at Cha-
toosa-Watergam road in Baramulla district this
morning, a Defence spokesman said.

so made
ilgit and

However, a Lashkar-e-Taiba spokesman, claiming

responsibility for the ambush, said ten security per-
sonnel were killed when militants detonated a blast.

In another ambush in Bandipora area of Baramul-
la, a BSF personnel was killed and a constabie in-
jured.

Elsewhere in the Kashmir valley, four militants
and a counter-insurgent were killed during the peri-
od. Three militants of Jaish-E-Mohammad outfit
were killed in an encounter with army personnel
who, on a tip off, raided their hideout in Gogaldara
in Baramulla district.

One foreign mercenary was killed and a special
police officer injured in another exchange of fire
between militants and a joint police team in Badgam
district.

One counter-insurgent was shot dea
inside his shop at Bogulpora
district, he said. — PTI

militants
a in Baramulla
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“No J&K talks without
Pak,, say militants

Muzaffarabad, April 2 m A
5

PAKISTAN-BASED MILITAN
groups today rejected Indja
plan to open talks with separatis
leaders, saying that any dialo
without Pakistan to seek a peage-
ful settlement of the Kashmiir
issue would be futile.

“We have categorically told
New Delhi that only three-way
talks could help find a solution to
this problem,” said Salim Hash-
mi, spokesman for Kashmir’s
largest guerrilla group, the
Hizbul Mujahideen. Hashmi dis-
missed Home Minister L.K.
Advani’s offer of dialogue to
Kashmiri leaders as an attempt
to hoodwink the international
community.

Speaking on BBC’s Hardtalk
India programme, Advani had
said India would hold talks with
separatist leaders “perhaps as
early as May”. He ruled out talks
with Pakistan, saying the Gov-
ernment would only speak to
Kashmiri groups in India.

“Advani’s announcement is
nothing but farce,” Hashmi said.
The Hizbul spokesman said no
lasting solution could be reached
by ignoring Islamabad.

Another Kashmiri outfit,
Harkatul Mujahideen, said India

was trying to mislead the world
community by making “sham”
announcements.

“India is not serious about a
peaceful resolution to Kashmir,”
Harkat spokesman Amiruddin
Mughal said. He pointed to the

way Hurriyat leaders who had
wanted to visit Pakistan for talks
were denied passports. “Any
talks in which Islamabad and
Mujah-ideen groups do not par-
ticipate are a waste of time.”
AFP

Pant may be Centre’s man for talks

THE DELICATE task of holding discussion with Kashmiri groups
next month is likely to be entrusted to K C Pant, currently Deputy
Chairman Planning Commission, who has decades of administration
and political experience behind him.

The move is likely to come soon as the Centre is proposing to hold
the peace talks possibly in May. "We have already decided who will
hold talks. But the talks would be with groups in India," Home Minis-
ter L. K Advani said. He made it clear that, "we do not propose at the
moment to hold talks with Pakistan."

It is likely that Pant will have a formal platform to conduct these
discussions, sources said. One view here is that he would be appoint-
ed as a one-man commission for holding the talks with Kashmiri
groups, they said adding, however, that the details were not yet clear.
Pant's brief is also likely to include assessing the autonomy demand
raised by the National Conference for which even the State Assembly
has passed a resolution at the behest of the ruling NC.

Sources said, Pant's name had been conveyed to the Hurriyat lead-
ers through non-government intermediaries. Despite the Hurriyat
Conference, a conglomerate of 23 seccessionist Kashmiri groups,
rejecting any talks with the Centre prior to the proposed Pakistan
visit of its delegation, the government has gone ahead with the move.
A Hurriyat spokesman said, Pant's appointment, "would not influence
the Hurriyat's policy, nor would it bring any change in its stand as the
Centre has done nothing to ease the prevailing stalemate.”

PTI, New Delhi

/.



Aashkar chief Salahuddin
is gunned’dbwn in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: In a major success in
anti-militancy operations, Jammu
and Kashmir police on Wednesday
gunned down Salahuddin, the chief
commander of the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Toiba outfit operating
in the Kashmir valley. In recent
weeks, Salahuddin had master-
minded a series of suicidal attacks
on the security personnel.

Salahuddin, who hailed from
Lahore and was the most wanted
militant, was killed in a retaliatory
fire by the special operations group
(SOG) of police who were
attacked by him at Pohru near
Nowgam in Badgam district of
central Kashmir on Wednesday
evening, inspector-general of
police A K. Bhan said.

A pistol and a wireless set were
recovered from the possession of
Salahuddin.

Mr Bhan said the deceased was
the mastermind behind the recent
suicidal actions of the outfit in the
Valley. Lashkar-e-Toiba carried out
six major strikes on the security
camps and heavily-guarded instal-
lations in the Valley since January
16, when its six-member suicidal
squad made an abortive attempt to
storm the high-security Srinagar
airport.  ° M/ }j

The latest suicidal attack carried
out by the outfit was on a CRPF
camp at Wazirbagh in Srinagar on
March 26 which left four security
personnel and two militants dead.

The militant was operating in the
Valley with pseudo names of
Nadim, Abdul Rehman, Tariq
Mehmood and Obaida and was
carrying a fake identity card in the

name of Shabir ad, the IG
said. (P



ﬁrooq backé/ Sena’s call

to end Ceadéfire in J&K

By Ambarish Mishra
The Times of India News Service

MUMBAL Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Dr Farooq
Abduilah has endorsed the Shiv
Sena’s demand that the Centre
should call off the unilateral
ceasefire in Kashmir.

During talks with Sena leader
Raj Thackeray in Mumbai on
Sunday, Dr Abdullah upheld the
saffron party’s objection to the
extended ceasetire.

Sena chief Bal Thackeray has
been stridently critical of the
Centre’s Ramzan gesture last
year, a move initiated by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to
buy peace with the terrorist outfits
in J&K.

If Mr Bal Thackeray did not go
for the jugular on the issue, it was
because of his oft-stated policy
that the Sena should not precipi-
tate a crisis for the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment.

“Dr Abdullah was of the
opinion that as a measure to
contain cross-border terror-
ism, the ceasefire had out-
lived its purpose. He shared
the Sena’s view that the
NDA government should -
put an end to it,” Mr Raj ’
Thackeray told this newspa-
per after a 90-minute dinner
conclave with the Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister.

Dr Abdullah is believed -
to have discussed the issue

SRINAGAR:

with the Senp chief over the tele-
phone.

Dr Abdullah is reported to
have told Mr Thackeray that in
the initial phase, the ceasefire
had appeared to be a feasible
move which had given a boost to

A MEETING GROUND

Bat Thackeray

Farooq Abdullah

the process of establishing peace
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Moreover, the Indian armed
forces had also needed some
breathing space.

However, during the last few
months, more and more infiltra-
tors had been sneaking into the

Three CRPF men killed in
Lashkar attack on camp

The Times of India News Service

At least three Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) men were killed and one
was critically injured when three fidayeen (death
squad) militants of the Lashkar-e-Taiba outfit |
attacked a CRPF camp housed in a hotel here at
about 5.30 p.m. on Monday. One militant was also |
killed during the gun battle. The encounter was
going on when last reports came in.

state, thanks to the ceas - Dr
Abdullah said.

Emerging from his talks with
Mr Raj Thackeray, Dr Abdullah
said that the Centre should now
assume a “pro-active stance” vis-
a-vis cross-border terrorism.
However, he refused to elaborate
further on the issue.

The Abdullah-Raj Thackeray
meeting, held close on the heels of
the ‘armsgate’ scandal, is not with-
out significance as the Sena and
Dr Abdullah’s National
Conference are constituent part-
ners in the BJP-led NDA alliance
at the Centre. The two parties
have reiterated their support to
the Vajpayee government in the
wake of the defence deals scan-
dal.

Union minister for heavy indus-
tries and Sena leader Manohar
Joshi and Dr Abdullah spoke at
the NDA’s Sunday rally in New
Delhi and extended the unstinted
support of their parties to the
-~ Prime Minister.

Mr Raj Thackeray
refused to comment on
- whether the Sena was
: soliciting support from
i other NDA allies in a bid
| to exert pressure on the
: BJP to adopt a tough
stance on a number of
! national issues.

“During his next visit to
1 Mumbai, Dr Abdullah

i will call on Balasaheb,”

. Mr Raj Thackeray said. S

THE TINES OF INDIA
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ISLAMABAD, MARCH 20. The Indian High Commission-
or to Pakistan) Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar, has said the
Kashmir issue cquld neither be resolved at gunpoint
nor could India be forced to resolve the issue.

Addressing a gathering at the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Mr. Nambiar said India
could not be expected to present Kashmir to Pakis-
tan on a platter. The issue could be resolved only
through constant talks, keeping in view all ground
realities.

Mr. Nambiar, who served as India’s Ambassador
to China prior to his current assignment, said the
relations between India and China over the years
had improved despite differences over a number of
issues.

India and Pakistan would have to take steps to
benefit from the relaxations to improve bilateral
trade. The visa services of the Indian High Commis-
sion were being improved and the proposal to start
sending visas through courier service was also being
considered.

He said though India wanted to reopen the con-

»‘Kashmir issue cannot be
resolved at gunpoint’

sulate in Karachi, it was not possible unless Pakistan
agreed to it. However, the proposal to start a camp
office was under consideration.

Mr. Nambiar, currently on a tour to Karachi, told
another gathering of businesspersons on Sunday,
that the Indian Government had made a formal re-
quest to the Pakistan Foreign Office to allow it to
operate a visa camp office in Karachi.

The Indian Consulate in Karachi was closed down
in 1995, after a row between India and Pakistan over
the alleged role played by members of the Indian
Consulate in ‘instigating’ trouble in Karachi city. The
decision had led to the closure of the Mumbai Con-
sulate of the Pakistan Government.

There have been several representations from the
people of Karachi for the re-opening of the Consul-
ate as nearly 90 per cent of the applicants for Indian
visas were from Sindh.

The Governments of Pakistan and India seemed to
agree in principle on the need to re-open the Con-
sulate offices but insistence on the part of Pakistan
that it be allowed to operate from the Jinnah House
stalled progress on the issue.

I s
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A ceasefire that is laced with fear and mistrust is not going to bring peace in Kashmir

Jitter bugs

By A.G. NOORANI

/Oo
AW,

PRIME MINISTER Atal B1h ri
Vajpayee’s adnouncement on
November 19 that the security
forces wauld not “initiate combat opera-
tions against militants” in Kashmir won
high acclaim and is invested with India’s
prestige. But the acclaim rests on expec-
tations which Russia’s statement on
February 26 laid bare. India “has, once
again, displayed its willingness to search
for political means of settling the con-
flict and enter into negotiations”.

Four months are gone but no political
moves have been made to sustain the
process. A ceasefire delinked from par-
leys is a military solution which is inher-
ently fragile. The PM’s announcement
envisaged “a peaceful resolution of the
Kashmir issue”. His Kumarakom Mus-
ings were detailed: “India is willing and
ready to seek a lasting solution to the
Kashmir problem. Towards this end, we
are prepared to re-commence talks with
Pakistan at any level, including the
highest level, provided Islamabad gives
sufficient proof of its preparedness to
create a conducive atmosphere for a
meaningful dialogue.”

Specifically, it must “rein in terrorist
organisations based on its soil”. Internal-
ly, “the government will soon initiate
talks with various representative groups
in the state”. That was two-and-a-half

months ago. Missing is a considered -

route map which the government wiil
follow to reach the goal.

The political underpinning has
received less attention -despite a strong
consensus among the army brass that
“ultimately there has to be a political
solution to the problem”, as the COAS,
General V.P. Malik, said on the eve of his
retirement. Political initiatives were nec-
essary “to counter the alienation of the
local population”. His successor General
S. Padmanabhan stated emphatically that
“in the history of mankind no insur-
gency has been solved by any army”. The
retiring GOC.C Northern Command, Lt.
Gen. H.M. Khanna, said pointedly on Jan-
uary 15: “The political leaders should
now start the process towards a political
solution during the ceasefire.”

A ceasefire is unilaterally declared in
one. of two situations. Victors aim to
secure acceptance of the status quo by
marginal political concessions. The
vanquished surrender to get a face-sav-
ing deal. India is in an ambiguous situa-
tion. Militarily, it has acquired over-
whelming ascendancy, but pacification
remains elusive. «,

Politically, the situation in Kashmir is
far worse than it'was before the outbreak
of militancy The Hizbul'Mujahideen’s
ceasefire on July 24 rested on a tacit'

. -

LONE RANGER: Hurriyat merﬁber Abdul Ghani Lone

admission that the gun had failed. It
would, however, be unrealistic for India
to think that it can impose a political
solution though every factor is in its
favour bar the crucial one of alienation
of the people.

A ceasefire buttresses the status quo
and foils the designs of its revisionists,
the militants. Not one country in the
world supports a plebiscite or the state’s
independence. Even Pakistan’s formula-

_ tion, as that of the Hurriyat, is any set-

tlement acceptable tg all the three sides
— India, Pakistan and the people of the
state. In short, substantive negotiations.
India’s vital, non-negotiable interest —
the state’s membership of the Union — is
not in question. What is in question is
India’s readiness to enter into substan-
tive negotiations which address the aspi-
rations and interests of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, and to offer to its
neighbour concessions real enough to
make an accord based on Kashmir's
membership of the Union acceptable.

The worst way to set about this is by
talking of the end product rather than
the process, imposing pre-conditions and
airing wild fears. Instead, India must ini-
tiate with deliberate speed a pattern of»
parleys at various levels which strength-
ens the peace process and makes it irre-
versible. The calculus between peace
and parleys is upset if fundamentalist
positions are adopted.

For all the things the Hizb says for the
record, it sets great store by the PM’s ini-

tiative. While its chief, Syed Salahuddin, '.

told the Srinagar Urdu weekly €hattan
that the movement is at a “delicate and
decisive state”, his spokesman, Mujahid
Masood, wrote in January: “None can
doubt the fact that Kashmir’s freedom
movement has now entered a negotiatmg
phase which will be a decisive one.”
These are men who only last July offered
to give up the gun.

With so much going in its favour, New
Delhi presents a sad spectacle of fear
and distrust, instead of assurance and
earnest. Union Home Minister L.K.
Advani’s charge that the Hurriyat
has “self assumed” a role of mediator
between India and Pakistan was instant-
ly denied by two of its leaders, Maulvi
Umar Farooq and Yasin Malik. The Hur-
riyat’s oft-stated purpose is “only to
ensure that armed groups on the other
side of the border also accepted the cease-
fire offer and work towards peaceful res-
olution of the Kashmir issue”

The Hurriyat has been attacked by the
Hizb for scouting its ceasefire offer last
July and welcoming Vajpayee’s. A fine
opportunity for imparting education to
all concerned was missed by aborting the

Hurriyat team’s visit to Pakistan in Jan-

uary. Obviously, nothing was learnt from
Abdul Ghani Lone's visit there in Novem-
ber or the home truths which his com-
panion, Chattan’s editor Taher Mohiud-
din, told people there.

Here are some ‘Lone formulations’ as
mentioned in Chattan’s issue of January
29: no country (read, Pakistan), individ-
ual or organisation can set the agenda;

-
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foreign militants have no right to frame
policy; the political and diplomatic fronts
are more important; and Kashmir is a
political, not a religious, issue. The chief
of PoK’s Jamaat, Abdur Rashid Turabi,
also regards it as a political issue to
which a political solution must be
devised. In Lone’s views, people in both
parts of the state are oppressed. But
while there is freedom of protest here,
there is none in PoK.

The editor’s diary of a 20-day tour is
instructive. Chattan has been, on varied
counts, consistently critical of India, of
Pakistan, the Hurriyat and the Hizb.
Asked by PoK journalists about the state
of the press in Srinagar, he told them that
whilesit fgces difficulties and the author-
ities discriminate in favour of its sup-
porters, the Indian government does not
direct them what to report and they are
free to visit scenes of clashes or fires,
unlike the press in PoK.

Asked about the present mood of the
people, he said that while it was 90 per

cent pro-Pakistani before the movement

began, ever since Pakistan got involved
and Kashmiris began ‘dealings’ (lein
dein) with it, the situation has changed.
Now money has assuped importance, He
cited names of ranking Kashmiri leaders
who got “disillusioned” with Pakistan.

. If New Delhi had deliberated calmly, it
would have permitted the Hurriyat’s five-
member team to go. If it were cynical, it
would have insisted that Syed Ali Shah
Geelani be taken along. Last July, he was
able to get Professor Abdul Ghani Bhat
elected chairman by four votes to three.
By January 2, his strength fell to two —
Sheikh Abdul Aziz and himself, The rest
— Lone, Yasin Malik, Abbas Ansari,
Maulvi Farooq and Ghani Bhat — voted
to authorise the chairman to nominate
the team. He nominated Messrs Geelani,
Abdul Aziz, Lone, Farooq and Ansari.

Had it gone, the team would have
taught and learnt a lot to every one’s
gain. The United Jehad Council had set
up its five-member team to talk to them.
The Hizb asked (January 1) the Hurriyat
to make its agenda clear, adding it would
not be accepted either as mediator or as
advocate for the PM’s initiative. The chief
of the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Hafiz Saeed,
and of the Al-Umar Mujahideen, Mush-
tag Ahmed Zargar, cast doubt on the mis-
sion. The latter called them (January 17)
agents of RAW.

As against this, public opinion in- Pak- -

istan’s elite has veered against the jehadis.
Dawn, for instance, repeatedly asked the
militants to accept the PM’s ceasefire offer
(December 20 and January 25).

To b
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Enough squabbling
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The bogey of tripartite talks must be abandoned if the
Kashmir imbroglio is to be cleared. India must also do away
with the ‘Kashmir or nothing’ approach

Musharraf declared on February 7: “It

(Kashmir) is not an Islamic movement.
It is a movement of local people.” Four days
later, Aasiya Andrabi, chief of the
Dukhtaran-e-Mikeet, called him an infidel.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani was attacked by the
Harkat-ul Mujahideen for ‘interfering’ in the
militants’ affairs by his offer of a ceasefire if
India accepted that Kashmir was disputed ter-
ritory. Since Kargil, Geelani has been out on a
limb. Recent statements that the movement is
religious in nature and the jehadis are wel-
come put himin a minority within the Jamaat,
the Hurriyat and Pakistan as well.

Exposure to opinion there — not least to
moderate leaders in PoK like Sardar Abdul
Qayum Khan — will have a sobering effect. If
the Pakistan establishment plays Geelani up
for a disruptive role, it will stand exposed.

Meanwhile, an open-ended, continuous and
serious consultative process should begin
here. All the groups, in all the regions, should
be consulted separately, not around the same
table. Their agendas differ. Kashmir’s assem-
bly was elected in 1996 with a six-year term,
thanks to a provision in the 42nd amendment
it replicated and did not repeal. At some stage,
Hurriyat leaders will have to contest the
elections to demonstrate their representative
credentials.

" The bogey of tripartite talks must be aban-
doned. The sensible course to be taken was for-
mulated by Syed Salahuddin in an Indian jour-
nal recently: “Let India and Pakistan start.
They can involve Kashmiris later. Alternative-
ly, Kashmiris and Delhi can start the dia-
logue... There must be an assurance that the
three will meet during the
decisive phase of the
dialogue.”

Obviously, no solution
can last unless it is accept-
able to the people of the
state as well as to the gov-
ernments of India and Pak-
istan. Politically, the people
are the masters. Diplomati-
cally, the governments are
the main parties. India
insists that ‘cross-border
terrorism’ cease before talks
are resumed.

Two bodies were named in the BJP execu-
tive’s resolution and by Home Secretary
Kamal Pandey - the Lashkar and the Jaish-e-
Mohammadi (and implicitly its parent outfit,
the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen). Their agenda is
focused on Islamabad. Srinagar is a side-show.

E.N. Rammohan, the former DG of the BSE,
stated last year that Pakistan has “not much
cqntrol” over them.

Pakistan does not make a warlike effort to
crush the jehadis for two reasons: the domes-
tic consequences and lack of incentive. Zia-ul-
Hag mounted the covert operation to make
Kashmir a live issue. His successors, having
realised the cost, would wind it up provided
they get the face-saver of negotiations. When
Vajpayee offered that, they were already on the
road to Kargil. |

The Lahore Declaration concealed a secret
success. Prime Ministers Vajpayee and Nawaz
Sharif agreed not to reiterate “stated posi-
tions” — the UN resolutions or Kashmir’s non-

“ONE OTHER than General Pervez

negotiable status — and appointed representa-

tives as a back channel to explore the
in-between ground on which an accord can,
be built. R.K. Mishra listened intently; Niaz
A. Naik talked endlessly, possessed by old
fantasies.

On March 31, 1999 Vajpayee, barely conceal-
ing his disappointment, asked Naik for new
formulae. Significantly, the PM’s ‘musings’

The business of Kashmir

declare: “In our search for a lasting solution to
the Kashmir problem, both in its external and
internal dimensions, we shall not traverse sole-
Iy on the beaten track of the past. Rather, we
shall be bold and innovative designers of a
future architecture of peace and prosperity for
the entire South Asian region.” The PM told
Mr Naik he sought a final settlement, not
an interim one.

The present deadlock must be resolved
speedily if the peace process is not to collapse.
A new route map is required. There was no
sense in asking foreign secretaries to talk
Kashmir, which the Islamabad Declaration of
June 23, 1997 enjoined. As Jawaharlal Nehru
wrote to the cabinet secretary in 1953: “Noth-
ing substantial can come out of a discussion of
the Kashmir issue on official level. The only
possibility is noting down various lines of
approach without commitment.”

The official level talks in November 1998
revealed that the Islamabad formula of work-
ing groups to discuss eight issues “in an inte-
grated manner” has failed. The baby, however,
need not be thrown away with the bathwater.
Besides Kashmir, three other issues cry for a
political solution: Siachen, Wular Lake and Sir
Creek. They are limited in scope but their res-
olution will mark a significant change. These
issues have been discussed threadbare for over
a decade. On Siachen and Wular Lake, agrée-
ments were also reached. Details on each
were filled.

However, in 1998, former Defence Minister
George Fernandes declared that “India needs
to hold on to Siachen both for strategic reasons
and wider security in the region”. This put
paid to the agreed basis of mutual with-
drawals. In January 1994,
Pakistan backed out of its
1992 proposal and made
the accord conditional tn
a Kashmir settlement.

On the Wular Lake, a
written agreement was
drawn up. Its text was set
out in India’s non-paper
to Pakistan on January
18, 1994. In 1998, Pakistan
tried to reopen the issue.
It insists on arbitration
on the Sir Creek bound-
ary dispute.

India should propose resumption of a dia-
logue, but not immediately in the 1997 format.
It is necessary to ‘clear the air’. This must be
first done politically, by arriving at a set of
tacit understandings.

India must be ready and willing to begin
substantive ‘meaningful’ talks on Kashmir.
Their progress will depend on Pakistan's
efforts to rein in the jehadis. India must aban-
don the ‘Kashmir or nothing’ approach.

Both sides must carry out the near decade-
old accords on Siachen and Wular Lake
and grapple with Kashmir. The nuclear
issue, discussed hitherto through Strobe
Talbott, will be discussed directly. Officials
will deal with the rest. Why not invite
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar in
order to thrash out the procedure and
these basics?

Meanwhile, parleys with Kashmiri groups
can proceed. New Delhi must, on its part, take
drastic steps to end custodial deaths and ask
Srinagar to rein in the Special Operations
Group.

The Kumarakom ‘musings’ envisaged “talks
with Pakistan at any level, including the high-
est”. It would be unwise to wait till the foreign
secretaries meet in May. The best course,
therefore, is to invite Abdul Sattar before the
peace process loses steam in order to prepare
for a summit. /;

THE HINDUSTAN TIME

2 2 MAR 2



\ (Panunueo3q QL)

‘poosd
UMO JIQU} IO OIOsead B Sem IJAdU
QI0Y3 eyl PAINSUS SARY OYm ISOY}

10 URT[} ‘SIDIFUOD 3] 91} wl pue pdrey] -

ul pafin] 108 oym sauo I ‘stueIsHed
pue suerpuy Areurpio st} 10y a1ow ‘W3
© ST} S1OIyasea0 AU Y, 'serys oy jsuree
paney Surgaeard 10} Aupnios Suiseaour
Jopun Sunuod mou st UeIsked Jo (dSS)
eqeges-l-gedis  "wsiIoixe) pue pey
-1if yeoMmISQq TONOUTISIP B SUIMBIp palIels
MOU 2ARY SIS[NI UBISIR] Y] Inq J[nej
-op 10 uBISop JO INO 3q AR "UOnENYS
B [ONS Ul SJ001 WL 23] 0] ARIDOWSP
IO INOLIIP S1 31 3813 UMOYS SBY ATOISIY
U309y "WSI{BIUSUIBRPUN] DIUR[S] SPIBM
-01 TS [eIUAW B ST 2I01[) BIZ 20UIS I8}
“15e9] J0N "siode(d opisino ay3 9q Aeur
pue W80 si 3o AI0ISIY Y] pUE BISY
YINOS JO AXOISIY U293 oY1 NG BIpuf
10U SI STy} JO ISNED 1) pue eipu] Uey}
210U OUI[OTA JO oA stif? ur dn 1ySnes
ST UoIgAs ‘Trelstied St Apueseld

~ "OOUBJOIA JO A 91 JO INO |

Aem B ST 9I0U1 1RY3 ‘PURISIOPUN O JUem
10U OP JO PURISISPUN JOU Op 9M STey]
‘paney ‘rem ‘W3] purSISpUN SA\ "BIP
-UJ PUe URISH{EJ Ul 304 SIHNO UBLIBII0S
snouea usomlaq Sumepoolq semndas
Y1 18 JOOT "ABm 159q 9] ST SIY) [39] pUE
SOAJISINO LINY SAN “PHOAM 2P J[OM O3
Jo ‘adoinyg ‘ureuol ‘Aureurion) Jo sou
-0)SIY JUQIF WO UIB] O] PISTHAX 3pA
“Ayear oy 20ey 03 padimone 10asu 20uay
pue UORIpEL] [RIUSUO [edIdA] € ur 30ej
OSSO U1 JO PIRITE U33q SKeME 9ABY O
"2IYND HOUITUOI ITNO 271dsap ‘sAem ans

ddo ur ‘Sunjuny pue Swastjoq paLress

SABY 9M 2IaUM UeISDfed pU®R eIpuj i
y10g ‘Suruompuod jo ydap ay1 pamoys
Auom s gelreysniy owmy jeyl v
30104 AreNfIIN,, 9t puok
-0 SOARBLISIE OTe SIS 3By Joljoq Wy
1IN0 UO 198 I 9L PUe Yuny Ajuo jou
SUBIPUT 9M el 109[j0031 mou Aewl 9
UBIST{RJ JO SABNOSXT] JOID) S} SUIedoq
QY 210J2q sAep om) Isnl ‘1aje] sreak ouru
‘e UBUS UT SYQDA M0 03 Subifey oiym
aureu AW Pajd9fj0dal O 9910 ATl
~JIAL,, PUOASq YUIU3 O Affenior Ueypuy uf
M 181 108) o) Je ‘10718013 sem asudins
SIY “Ing] "11 UO JIOM POLIBIS ISIJ | Uotm
‘0661 Uk ssay) At yam paaide () oyl
Ul SOIPNIS 30U JO 9F[0D) TR0y a3
1B 9SIN0J © U0 “IEdA € Juads T woym fim
OSI IELL ‘FeareysniA zoalad Sug ay1 Jo
SUOIR AY} SLIOHS 3S3( $,0U0AI2A0 9)1ds
- "aarssardai A[Bursearour Furuodaq
Aq puodsa1 Afjensn WISLIOLId} P PoUS
-YESIY SAIN00S Y JeY) PIASI[S STIL
< Stpuoum juonbos
-qns st Ew:otuu $201ipa1 YIUOW U0 W
ANATIOR 30107 AIUINOSS TBY) 2IRp INO WO
UOLEDIPUI O ST 2I9Y L, ‘Tey} surejurews
NIMOE] 'SIOIOEY IOYIO YA PIIB[aLIod
A4Sry st sasnoy Furyoreas se yons ANan
-OB PseaIdUI 311 Apuanbosuod pue [243]
B PUOASQ SISGUUINU SIS Ul 9SEAIOYT “ISAD
-MOY] "SOUIIP B ONBW SA0p Uones
-1ued1001 sAnensuRupe pue juatudmbo
Ia12q ‘Suiuren ySnomyy mucbﬁmmau

L

“WISLIOLI3) PUE PeyI{ uadsmjaq uooulsIp & SUMeIp pajIe)s
sey ue)sHje ] negop 1o uSIsap Ag “90UIOIA SULMOAEJ SIIID0S
ul §)00.1 3xe} 0} A>eHOWIP J0} y3no) s131 umoys sey L10JSTH

ul o

ay3 Jo uoneperidn Jey; puncy useq sey
1) "AS[jeA 9YJ Ul S[OAS] 2010] Y3 201pal
o1 pesodord oy pue $9210] L4INO3S 21}
JO SIAQUINU.AT) JO 10979 3} JNOge Jaaq
xendod Jopoue [adsip 01 Pasu o
etpawi a3 Ag papod
-o1 yred 213 J0 [Jea € pue puels sng 197
-uassed e ey jedeyoued e ‘doys e ‘punq
W ~oFe[a SIY UI *S1I0FA SR 03 NP PaUOH
-oues yIom feiuawdojasop o) jje onds
-3p “y3uou )5e] Pofy Seam ode[ia edeuog
WOl 90USIITUOL) [EUONEN 1) JO JUSp
-so1d esjfey, o) ‘Teles) PV [NPQy
Aym ,mEm.M&B £1qeqoxd smyy, ‘suonenyis
Suruaieoly)-ofi] JO AJOLIEA © 1M PaOE]
UayM ‘SULIOJRI 0} uouuaE yonw Led
01 Afoyiun are Aoy —uoye) soInseaw
-ISJUNOD 91} PUE JIOSI WISLIOLIA) oY) Aq
yiod pajosge Apueogrudis st uoneindod
UEIJIAL 9} JO Y] A[Tep Y} [2A3] UTelsad
© S9UORAI WSLIOLIO} SOU(),, “Tey) Ul ‘PIem

ﬁ m.:d %&%w aymb st uo oneueidxsayy,

sudAD wmvyog
pue Aendni) ur soreuredny, 541 ‘Afey ut
aur juoxLy/sapesug poy ‘ureds ul VIH
‘pueiaI] WISUION UT ] Aq sudredures
1SLIOLIZ) Sy} SI2ACA I SS3JRIIIdARU INg
Pa3ep 9N © ST ApNIS siij 18y} on3Ie Aew
auQ “ WSHOLIY SUnPAL UL SAIDIYIS
10U Qe UONBIONIWE [eIouad Jo sawtjod
oy, Jeu) surejurew PNIAMSH 1o4dolseny D
SUOHIPUCS JMUOU002 pood 01 paxur
Apuonboyy oxow s 1 pealsw SuwAy

AajleA ayl ul aoead spiemol o_mu.m 1S41}) 81l 99 U_noo m;cmmmwo ayl Aym sangie yijeN ‘s g (1q) usn 17

mohohbmu___—: 3 SaAljeuialje ay]

JO 1800 21} ur 9seaxouy 10 Juswkojdurs
-un Ssu Yy PAIRIDOSSE AJSTRI ST NSLION
-39} 3212 smoys surediued JSLIOLIA) (3
-ISJIP JO sisATeure [eani e ‘syradxe swos
Aq yorjoq 1emdod o 03 Arenuo)) “foue)
[ pue Juawidojdursun usamioq Uoneg|
-2.1300 ¢ Surmoys uonenyis payesidulod
smp 03 suonnjos 1ydrexss Ases Jo Juryje)
‘SaponIe X8 00Uy OS]V uew Ae] e o1 yead
-de Aoy moy st ey ‘Uay} g ‘ofel Wi
' [[9} pospul ‘sioquinu 2y ], ‘Buniom
JOU ST QIYOsEID otf3 1Yy Ad1a aug poddas
01 pajonb Fursq Ajao1) o1e SONISIILIS
"Appuasard uoissnosip Jo 103(qns syl jou
S1PUB UAOLD JJOM ST LD Suredsq 3 AUm
*OUr]-a-osB) 911 )1 Suryew ‘pasead
SOIULIE OM} O} U20MI3q 911 oY) 2I9ym
‘o] sy seam ] DO YR 1010[u0) By
-0V JO 2uTT SY1 M Surffed parie)s om I8
quouIS2ITe SIp IoYe STI] "Soueyred ferg

~JO UL D) Pffed ‘U] 311 358D,

a3 uo pasopdap Afermioe axom sdoon
Ino 1uowasIde BUUUS Ul M 9ey)
PasI{ea1 4911 J1 I9pUOM | 'pURIS TIOY 138
-joq 03 “reSeunig wog isgewno! Sunod
® WOy $SMa1A 3m 1xodar 11oy) pastads
-193Ul AU, "SUD{IOM 10U SBM JIJISEID
QU3 ey pIpaouoo oy 1y Aurevossed
Areginua o1y e ‘uo 3doy molAIaIm AL
Tendod e W sioyduE di3 APU0Y

‘yoeoidde yjuorogip e $15983ns suoowios
usyM S[qEHIOJWIOOUN [20] INQ ‘OW0IN0.

. uxo) Suoyp a3 2q 01 A[oNN ST JeUM pue

uonenys Y} St 1BYM F231BHI Ol ¢, 0010

&reypy,, 30 uoneandde oYz yam AQELIO)

W00 [99] 9M 1Y} SAUI} INO JO LONIS)

-31 e sdeyaod S13] "9310qOp B POLIEIS SEY
.2myases)),, ay3 10 arg Jurswso g

O, YIIM S]QRIIOJIIOD ATSA 1M

e oM 1Byl ‘935 01 Funsazoput st



' HE Lashkar-e-Toiba, one
of the most dreaded
terrorist outfits, has step-

ped up its activities after the

| extension of the unilateral
| ceasefire till 31 May. The ob-

! jective behind the announce-

" ment of ceasefire was to build

international opinion in favour

of India’s sincerity in achieving
peace in Kashmir by bringing
misguided sections of the peo-
ple to the negotiating table.

Undoubtedly India  won

accolades from

the world com-
munity and Pak-
istan, without

. losing time, an-

' nounced a cease-

. fire along the

LoC to neutralise

* the Indian endea-

| vour. But it did }

i not stop aiding

¢ and abetting ter-

| rorists operating
from its soil.

There is infor-

| mation that §

. Lashkar-e-Toiba

| is making a des-

. perate effort to

steal the lime- |

, light by setting |

up its bases in

i different parts o

J&K and other

. parts of India

| the capital being

By HL KAPOOR

and training and, as such, more °
ruthless.

They are better
armed and have set up their
own intelligence network in the
valley which often eclipses our
own intelligence units.

It is, therefore, imperative

that the police and the security

forces should be armed with
the latest weapons and the
intelligence system improved.
Adequate measures need to be

TDEBABRATA

' no exception.
Pakistan through the ISI is

! encouraging and funding the L-
e-T to create chaos in the val-
ley.

As is known, the L-e-T has
set up suicide squads (fidayeen)
and is busy training misguided

, youth in the valley and also

. across the border. It is hellbent

| on establishing its supremacy
over other militant groups.

EXPANDING
- It is well known that about a
' decade ago, the JKLF did re-
| ceive arms and financial assis-
| tance to carry on its nefarious
activities in J&K and desta-
- bilise the state administration.
. However, it failed to please its
“masters” in Pakistan when it
' refused to advocate Kashmir’s
accession to Pakistan and
“stood” for “Azadi”. Pakistan
- did everything possible to
: slight it. The JKLF cadres were
. liquidated to a great extent and
i replaced by the Hizbul-Muja-
" heedin, the Jaishe-Mohammed
and the Lashkar-e-Toiba.
Earlier, L-e-T activities were
confined to J&K. Now the outfit
is making strenuous efforts to
establish a base in Delhi and
the north-east. It launched an
attack on army personnel sta-
tioned inside the Red Fort,
Delhi. The L-e-T was able to set
up a base in South Delhi near
the Jamia Nagar area where
one of its members was killed
. in a police encounter. The base
was set up with the sole
objective of finding shelter
- before and after the attack. All
the activities, including the
i attack on selected areas, were
planned meticulously.
, L-e-T terrorists are more
sophisticated in their attitude

! The author is a former Assis-
tant Commissioner of Police
- (Class 1), New Delhi.

taken to counter the espionage
activities of the L-e-T and its
propaganda in J&K. The L-e-T
has never missed a chance to
whip up the communal senti-
ments to ignite an already
surcharged atmosphere in the
valley.

Taking advantage of the
ceasefire, the L-e-T men have
stepped up activities to sabo-
tage the peace process by in-
dulging in the inhuman
massacte of members of the
Sikh community. This was
aimed at creating a fear
psychosis among members of
the minority community so as
to induce them to migrate.

L-e-T men have infiltrated
into the valley and disguised as
of local residents held violent
demonstrations after the
alleged shooting of civilians by
the army at Haigam and
Maisuma in Srinagar. The L-e-
T was able to exploit the
situation to misguide the youth
who raised provocative pro-
Lashkar slogans demanding
“azadi”.

INTELLIGENCE

The L-e-T has already ex-
pressed itself against the cease-
fire without meaningful talks
with Pakistan. Even Hurriyat
leaders demanded that Pakis-
tan be ‘associated in the talks.
Hurriyat leaders should ins-
tead ask Pakistan to stop
aiding the Lashkar and other
militant outfits to create a
conducive atmosphere for
talks.

According to reports, the L-e-
T is also raising funds at the
insistence of the ISI to pay
compensation to members of
the suicide squad who die in
encounters  with  security
forces. Pakistan’s connivance is
proved beyond any doubt as it
has not stopped the L-e-T and

ILITANT POWER

I\/Ilsgmded Kagﬁmms st Be Won Over

other so-called “jehadis” from
collecting funds. .

Pakistan has not even
condemned the killing of the
Sikhs by the L-e-T. No one has
gained much from the ceasefire
declaration and if anybody has
gained, it is the L-e-T which
has been able to regroup the
splinter groups. Since the
security forces are on the
defensive, L-e-T men are in a
good position to strike at will.

The L-e-T finds it easier to

whip up com-
munal trouble
and create a

sense of insecu-
rity. Since the
terrorists usually
establish contact
before launching
an attack, it is
worthwhile  to
keep an eye on
potential commu-
nal agitators who
may provide pro-
tection and infor-
mation to them.
| In order to cope
with the situa-
tion before it is
;i too late, intensive
f| combing opera-
i | tions should . be
|| launched all over
L | J&K and else-
! where. Rewards
L | may be announ-
ced - and the
names of informers may be
kept secret. The intelligence
machinery must be geared up
and the state CID/ Central in-
telligence agencies must work
in unison.

RESPONSE

The extension of ceasefire

-announced by the Centre till

31 May has been welcomed by
those who stand for peace. The
need of the hour is to highlight
the negative and insincere
attitude of Pakistan. The gov-
ernment must intensify its ef-
forts at the diplomatic level to
urge_the world community to
exercise pressure on Pakistan
to close the training camps.
There should be no delay. The
security forces may be given a
free hand, our brave army men
are duty bound to carry out the
government’s order. But they
cannot be expected to die. ‘

Right-thinking people should
come forward to counter Pak-
sponsored propaganda. Kash-
miris in general and political
parties in particular should, in
all fairness, stay away from
militants.

They should not lose the
opportunity - of an extended
ceasefire and should stand uni-
ted against militant outfits.
The central government should
initiate talks with those who
can influence Pakistan to come
to the negotiating table after
stopping cross-border terro-
rism.

The authorities should
address the real problems of
the people, i.e.,, employment,
security etc. Misguided youth
should be rehabilitated and
provided jobs. Leaders must
make the people aware of the

.usefulness of peace efforts.

Once the people are won over,
the ground will have been
prepared for a durable pea
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J&K burns in

s»W W;-F

VI®LENT PROTESTS against
the alleged desecration of Quran
rocked the Kashmir valley for
the'second-day today, even as cur-
faw remained in force in Bara-
riulla and Poonch towns, A total
bandh was observed today in
Doda and Rajouri districts, offi-
cial sources said.

Curfew was imposed in Bara-
mulla town yesterday after vio-
lent protestors went berserk on
the streets, clashed with police,
set ablaze a place of worship and
some vehicles, and ransacked the
office of Youth National Confer-
ence. -

One person was killed when
security personnel opened fire

on testors.
Mdw had been imposed in
Poon “town too yesterday, fol-
lowiHfeg tlashes between protes-
tors ah#l police in which 16 peo-
ple, ineliding four police person-

nel were injured.
Official sources said both the
curfew-bound areas were inci-

deWtoday
anwhile, police and para-

military forces patrolled sensi-
tive areas of Baramulla and
Poonch town, where curfew still

continues without any relax-
ation after yesterday’s violence.
Officials sources said the situa-
tion was tense but under control.

The protests, however, spread
to other areas today.

AFP PHOTO
A paramilitary trooper stands guard in curfew-bound town of Baramuila.

A massive demonstration was
held in Kupwara district town
where shops and business estab-
lishments were closed and traffic
came to a standstill.

In Srinagar angry youths pelt-

Qul\‘én aftermath

ed stones in Qammerwan Nati-
pora, Soura, Batmaloo, Solina,
Shaheedgunj, Saraibala,
Naikadal, Jawahar Nagar,
Noorbagh, Safakadal, Nowshera
and the Jama Masjid area, forc-
ing closure of educational insti-
tutions, shops and business
establishments. -

In Jammu, Muslim Federa-
tion activists took out a
procession and later staged a
dharna to protest the alleged
burning of a copy of Quran in
Amritsar.

People took to streets in Pattan
and Sopore townships of Bara-
mulla. They blocked traffic on
the Srinagar-Baramulla national
highway. Police used batons to
disperse the protestors, official
sources said. :

In Rajouri and Doda districts a
total bandh was observed in
Banihal, Baderwah, Doda,
Rajouri, Thanamandi and Bhu-
dal areas, where shops and busi-
ness establishments remained
shut and traffic remained off the
roads.

No untoward incident was
reported during the bandh in the
two districts, official sources
said.

PTI
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" Violent protests

SRINAGAR, MARCH 24. Violent protests against
alleged desecration of the Quran rocked the
valley for the second day taday, while curfew
remained in force in Baramulla and Poonch
towns and a bandh was observed in Doda and
Rajouri districts, official sources said.

Police and paramilitary forces patrolled sen-
sitive areas of Baramulla and Poonch where
curfew continued after Friday's violence as the
situation remained tense but under control,
the sources said.

People took to the streets in Pattan and Sop-
ore townships and blocked traffic on the Sri-
nagar-Baramulla national highway.

A massive demonstration was held in Kup-
wara where shops and business establish-
ments were closed.

In Srinagar, youths pelted stones forcing
closure of educational institutions, shops and
business establishments.

In Jammu, the Muslim Federation activists
took out a procession and staged a dharna.

In Rajouri and Doda districts a bandh was
observed in Banihal, Baderwah, Doda, Rajou-
ri, Thanamandi and Bhudal areas where shops
and business establishments remained shut
and traffic remained off the road.

Militants kill two

Meanwhile, militants attacked a security
picket, threw grenades at a police station and
engaged security personnel at three places in
the Kashmir valley, where two persons, in-
cluding a militant, were killed since Friday
night.

The ultras fired at the picket, set up for pro-
tecting minorities in Narsinghpora in Badgam

The leader of the Democratic Freedom Party, Mr. Shabir Ahmed Shah,

continu

z

e in J&K

protesting the desecration of the Quran at Amvritsar, along with party

workers in Srinagar on Saturday.

district on Friday night, an official spokesman
said here today. The security personnel retal-
jated and in the exchange of fire one police-
man was injured, he said.

Rebels fired three rifle grenades at the Ma-
gam Police Station in the same district this
afternoon. Two of them exploded near the
boundary wall without causing any -damage.

Security personnel and ultras exchanged
fire at Gadool village in Anantnag district and
Satganga-Natnoosa and Shatipora- Handwara

— Nissar Ahmed

in Kupwara district during the period. Uni-
dentified militants shot dead a former Hizbul
Mujahideen militant at Nowgam, while a
youth, Kurshid Ahmad Misger, was killed in
Khanyar here, the spokesman said.

Security personnel detected two hideouts
while patrolling the Awoora forest and Dard-
pora in Kupwara district and seized two rocket

projectile guns, nine grenades, an anti-tank |

mine and two Ak magazines with 88 rounds of
ammunition. — PTI



nan

under attacl;m

from Pak media for
statement on Kashmir

et

ISLAMABAD: UN secretary-
general Kofi An-
nan came under
attack from Pak-
istani media on
Monday for his
statement  on
Kashmir, saying,
he “appears to
have lost a his-
toric opportuni-
ty to restore the

Kofi Annan
vital UN role in resolving the dis-

pute” and instead, “handed over
all the cards to India”. i \
Mr Annan’s visit has’“turfied

out to be nothing more than a
mere public relations exercise,
more to please the heavyweight
members of the UN on issues of
interest to them: Osama bin
Laden, the statues of Buddha and
CTBT, to mention a few,
rather than any serious effort” to
get the newly nuclear India and
Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir
issue, The News commepted edi-
torially. ’>

Mr Annan, who madea gtrong
endorsement of India’s stajd on
Kashmir, had said the Lahord dec-
laration and not the UN rejolu-
tions could pave the way forset-
tling the dispute.

“There was no wisdom in his
coming to south Asia after years
and only repeating what the UN
and the major western countries
have been saying ad nauseum that
{ndia and Pakistan should resalve

- —
their disputes bilaterally and there
would be no outside mediation,”
the daily said.

Stating that Mr Annan made it
abundantly clear that the UN stip-
ulated no role for itself “till India
cooperates”, the paper said, “this
primarily means he has aban-
doned his role as a world mediator
and has handed over all the cards
to India allowing New Delhi to
keep the entire world hostage to a
potential nuclear conflagration in
the sub-continent.”

The message for Pakistani lead-
ership is clear.

“Pakistanis must now seriously
sit down and ponder as to what
options do they have and how
they want to go about tackling the
situation,” it said.

In an equally critical editorial
Pakistan ~ Observer said Mr
Annan’s assertion that the
resolutfon, was not in the category
of enforceable resolutions “expos-
es his deliberate inaction” to im-
plement the 1948 resglution on
Kashmir.

Even if one goes by Mr Annan’s
logic, it said the people of Kashmir
are justified in demanding UN
contribution towards seeking In-
dia’s cooperation for the resolu-
tion of the issue.

Other  newspapers gave
prominent display to Mr Annan’s
visit but did not comment editori-
altv. oy /
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ed that these wexe due to reasons beyond the government’s control. Pre-
sumably he was referring to insufficient response to the peace process
from other parties in Jammu & Kashmir and Pakistan. The peace
process envisaged that the government of India should keep the political
initiative even as it took the major step of suspending cordon and search
operations by the security forces. One hopes the government will now
act vigorously and make up for lost time in pursuing the political process
on the ground in Jammu & Kashmir. The prime minister also referred to
the latest pronouncements of UN secretary-general Kofi Annan on the
UN resolutions of 1948-49 on Jammu & Kashmir. Mr Annan’s statement
that the Lahore resolution — and not the UN resolution on holding a
plebiscite — must be considered valid for Kashmir, has been received
with great enthusiasm in our media. This just goes to show how poorly
informed they are. The secretary-general has merely repeated what has
been on the UN Security Council’s records since 1957. On April 29,1957,
the UN representative for Jammu & Kashmir, Mr Gunnar Jarring, thus
reported to the Security Council: “...I could not fail to take note of the
concern expressed in connection with the changing political, economic
and strategic factors surrounding the whole of the Kashmir question, to-
gether with the changing patterns of power relations in West and

. South Asia. The Council wili furthermore be aware of the fact that

.+ implementation of international agreements of an ad hoc character,

¥ which has not been achieved fairly speedily, may become progressively

ymore difficult because the situation with which they were to cope
as tended to change”.

"~ Since then, except for one debate in 1964, the issue has never come up
before the Security Council. Secretary-general Boutros Ghali even
wanted to remove it from the Council’s list of pending disputes since, as
per the UN rules, issues not considered by the Security Council for the
previous five years are not to continue on its agenda. With great difficul-
ty Pakistan managed to retain it on the agenda subject to an annual re-
view. The Pakistanis are unable to reconcile themselves to the fact that
western support to them on Kashmir was actually contingent on their
need for Pakistan during the Cold War. Should Pakistan only care to
place the UN secretary-general’s current declaration in the post-Cold
War context, it will see the changed equation for what it is. It is to be
hoped indeed that Mr Annan’s statement would instil a greater sense of
realism in Pakistan and the secessionist parties in Jammu & Kashmir
and persuade them to adopt a more positive attitude in their negotia-
tions with the government of India. The tourist season is fast approach-
ing and a positive move towards negotiations and a reduction in violence
in Kashmir valley will go a long way in restoring normalcy to the Valley
and creating a conducive atmosphere for fruitful negotiations betwee:
New Delhi, Srinagar and various dissident and secessionist parties/

TME TIMES OF BNDIA
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EC once again decides not to

hold byelections in J&K v

By Sant Kumar Sharma
The Times of India News Service

JAMMU: While the Election Com-
mission (EC) has announced the
dates for holding byelections to two
UP assembly constituencies of
Haidergarh and Sadadad, it ap-
pears to have once again decided
not to hold byelections to the four
.assembly seats lying vacant in J&K
in this round.

Incidentally, the six-year term of
the J&K assembly will expire only in
October 2002 and that of the UP as-
sembly would be over much earlier.

At present, four assembly con-
stituencies of Wachi, Tral, Doru and
Habbakadal are vacant in the J&K
legislature. The Habbakadal assem-
bly constituency in Srinagar had
fallen vacant some days ago when
state law minister Pyare Lal Han-
"doo died. The Doru constituency
has been lying vacant since May
last year when the sitting legislator
and then power minister Ghulam
Hassan died in a last triggered by
militants. The assembly constituen-

cies of Wachi and Tral, on the other
hand, have been lying vacant for
over 18 months.

Political leaders, cutting across
party lines, have taken strong ex-
ception to these areas going unrep-
resented. Most of the political par-
ties here insist that the EC should
hold elections within six months of
a seat falling vacant, the thumb rule
the EC follows in most other states.

Besides, they point out, that pan-
chayat elections are being held in
the state at present and have re-
mained largely peaceful barring
two or three cases of violence.

When contacted, Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) leader Mehboo-
ba Mufti said: “The state govern-
ment doesn’t want these elections
to be held as it is shaky and is likely
to lose in all the constituencies.
Else, why shouldn’t it tell the EC to
do the needful? In fact, almost all
other parties had opposed the pan-
chayat elections without first fulfill-
ing certain condiions. However, the
ruling party chose to ignore our
voices”

>

Ruling National Cogference
(NC) provincial secretary Sheikh
Bashir Ahmed, on the other hand,
said the NC had no reason to shy
away from the electoral process.
“All the four constituencies were
represented by our party and we
had won in 1996 with handsome
margins. We will win even now if
the elections are held,” he asserted.

Going a step further, he said the
state government wanted the EC to
hold these elections at the earliest.
“In a democratic set-up, it is a seri-
ous fallacy to have so many con-
stituencies unrepresented in the as-
sembly,” the NC leader added.

State Congress leader Gulchain
Singh Charak said there was no
reason why the people of these four
constituencies should not get their
elected representatives. He alleged
that the ruling NC did not want to
hold these elections as it had lost
considerable ground due to its mis-
governance. “If elections can be
held for the panchayats, why not for
four assembly constituencies too?”
he asked. P




OME Ministey LK. Ad-

vani has the reputation of

not changing his decision.

It has merit in the sense
that there is finality about what he says.
But who is to blame if and when his -
putsfor reaching a decision are not cor-
rect? Not allowing the Hurriyat leaders
to goto Pakistan is one such case.

The home minister’s plea— he has
repeated it in the Rajya Sabha — that
the Hurriyat wants to act as a mediator
between India and Pakistan and that his
government would not allow it to play
that role. If this is the Hurriyat’s stand,
fewwould disagree with Advani.

The Hurriyat leaders, after a joint
meeting in Srinagar a few days ago, said
that they wanted to go to Pakistan to
bring about ‘a multi-ceasefire.” They ex-
plained that after the unilateral cease-
ﬁrebyIndla,thelrtaskaaklstan
would be to meet the various groups of
militants and persuade them to stop vi-
olence and militancy to create an at:
mosphere for talks. They specifically
{ mentioned that their fole was not that
ofago-between.

Advani can argue that he has no
faith in them. He can also say that the
information he possesses indicates that
the Humiyat leaderswould try tobe me-
diators. Buthe has not taken that stand.
All that he has said is that when New
Delhi decides to hold talks with Islam-
abad, itwould doso onits own.

There canbe noexception tothis ap-
| proach because it is the government,
" which has to decide when and where to

sitwith Pakistan across the t4ble. Again, it

is the government, which has the autho-
 ritytodecide how faritwantstogointhe
matter relating to Kashmir. This pro-
blem is too serious to be left to the me-
diators. The government has always rej-
ected the idea of g third party. How canit
now accept the Hurriyat to act that way
wheneven the offer by a country like the
USA hasbeen rejected outnghtly’?

In the face of a categorical state-
ment by the Hurriyat executive, it is
clear that it wanted to talk to the milita-
ntsin Pakistan to persuade them to rec-
iprocate Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s unilateral ceasefire. Ad-
vani’s refusal to allow them to visit Pak-
istan shows an attitude that is not based

* onfacts. He looks like going against the

general opinion in the country, which
favours the Hurriyat’s

visit of the Hurriyat leaders. “We were
prepared to talk to them and sowere so-
me militant groups,” Musharraf has re-

_portedly told the delegates. Why Advani

is adamant is not understandable. It
shows he and Vajpayee have distanced
themselves on matters relating to Kash-

mir. Butwhere Advani has gone wrongis
that the talks for peace donotinanyway
impinge on our stand. It also does not
mean that any un-

trip to Pakistan. derstanding beyond ces-

This does not, how- sation of violence, which
ever, mean the nation the Hurriyat may bring
supports the Hurriyat about, will be bindingon
stand on Kashmir. Nor us. The visit is only to si-
doesitin any way reflect lence guns from the
the government’s wea- otherside. The Hurriyat
kness. All this means is isconscious of itslimited
that New Delhi wants to S role and it hasnot made
explore every possible any statement to the
avenue toensure peace. Ei’lﬂ"_N_“EE contrary.

Pakistan will also see chinks within the Hurriyat.
They are under one umbrelia, no doubt, but they
differ on the concept of tomorrow’s Kashmir

Vajpayee’s expectation is that the cease-
fire will eventually act as pressure on
Pakistan to respond positively.

All the Indian groups, which have
gone to the other side in the last few
weeks, have demanded in their state-
ments that restrictions on the Hurriyat
visit should be lifted. There was a dele-
gation of former Indian diplomats,
some of whom are hand in glove with
the BJB, who proposed the sain¢ thing
on their return. Even some senior re-
tired officers from the army and the navy
cameback with a similar feeling that the
efforts towards conciliation would be
strengthened if the Hurriyat leaders
were to visit Pakistan. In fact, General
PervezMusharraf, Pakistan’s chief exec-
utive, complained to some members of
the delegation that the Indian gove-
mment had unnecessarily stalled the

Advani is quite right when he says
that there are several points of view
within the Hurriyat. Indeed, itis a di-
vided house. One or two members are
openly pro-Pakistan in their stance while
some are pro-independent. A couple of
them have India as their center of atten-
tion. But their views or leanings dre not
the pointatissue. Theirvisithas a tmited
purpose. If New Delhi wore to aliow th-
em to go to the other side, it would hel
the country know how far the Hurriyaf
couldinfluence the militapts in Pakistan
to respond to the ceasefire. This will
come in handy in the dagstocome when
the real negotiationswould begin.

There is a possibility that some Hur-
riyat leaders may say something in Pak-
istan that may not b {o our liking, So
what? They have said sb many things,
on S0 many oocasnons, whlch are not

Let the Hurriyat team visit Pakistan

<~ I¥’s no capitulation

palatable to the country. The press has
printed them all. They may have been
criticised for upholding oertain views
but none could punish them because
the Constitution provides freedom of
expression toall its nationals, What new
would they say in Pakistan now? We
have heard them all before. Their views

~ are their own and are at variance with
the country’sstand. People and the gov-

ernment there already know from the
press and TV networks their oft-re-
peated thinking. One more round will
notweaken New Delhi'spolicy.
Maybe, Pakistan will also see chinks
within the Hurriyat. They are under one
umbrella, no doubt, but they differ on
the concept of tomorrow’s Kashmir —

most of thembelieving inasecularstate

and a few supporting the Islamic order.
Itis possible that after their visit to Pak-
istan, some of them would return disil-
lusioned. Even the hardcore among
them might begin to realise that the
Pakistan society was not fanaticenough
totheir liking,

Byblocking the visit of the Hurriyat,
New Delhi may also be hurting interna-
tional opinion that supports our cause.
Islamabad stands isolated because of
the impression that it is training, arming
and sending militants to Kashmir. Still
the world wants hostilities to end. New
Delhi’s refusal rijay create the impres-
sion that India is not willing to compro-
mise on evenaninnocuousstep like the
Hurriyat’svisit to Pakistan,

_ Advani has done well to give ar as-
surancein Parliament that the govern-
ment will soon be talking to various
groups in Kashmir. It shows that the
ceasefire isnotanend initself but an op-
portunity to sort out things in the state.
Italsoshows that for the first time all po-
litical elements will be invited for talks.
Strange, Advani should mention the
Hurriyat among the groups on the gov-
ernment list for talks but refuse permis-
siontoits leaders to go across the border.
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ISLAMABAD: In a firm endorse-
ment of India’s stand on the
Kashmir issue, UN secretary-gen-
| eral Kofi Annan said on Saturday
that only the Lahore declaration,
and not UN resolutions, could
pave the way for a solution.

“I call upon both India and
Pakistan to retain the spirit of the

nan

mentation. The resolutions on
Kashmir do not fall under the cat-
egory of chapter seven and, hence,
require the cooperation of the par-
ties concerned for their implemen-
tation.” he said.

Ruling out a separate UN
Human Rights Commission on
Kashmir, Mr Annan said the world

Lahore declara-
tion. This will
require Te-
straint, wisdom
and construc-
tive steps from
both sides,” he
told newsper-

sons at the
Chaklala  air
base on his

arrival here on
the first leg of
his four-nation

visit to South |

Asia.
. Asked why
! the UN resolu-
tion on

Kashmir could
not be imple-
mented on the
lines of that on
East Timor, he
explained that
there were two
types of UN
resolutions.
“The resolu-
tions that come
under chapter
seven of the
charter are self-
enforcing
like those relat-
ed to East

Annan is being
biased: Hurriyat

NEW DELHI: The Hurriyat
~ Conference,
reacting angrily
to UN secretary-
general Kofi
Annan’s remarks
that only the
Lahore declara-
tion could solve
the Kashmir
issue, accused the
world body of
being biased against and shirking
its commnitments to Kashmiris.

While Hurriyat chairman Abdul
Ghani Bhat refused to comment on
Mr Amnan’s remarks, two senior
leaders of the separatist conglom-
erate said the UN could not escape
its responsibility i resolving the
issue.

Former Hurriyat chairman Syed
Ahmed Shah Geelani said, “If Mr
Annan has said that, it is not appre-
ciable, and it will not be wrong to
say that the UN is inactive and
biased. It is the moral obligation of
the UN to resolve the longstanding
problem and use its influence to

Koft Annan

Timor and Iraq.

force a solution,”

(PTY)

body had an
active  human
rights body
based in

Geneva and it
regularly moni-
tored human
rights situation
the world over.
The UN sec-
retary-general
began talks with
Pakistani lead-
ers on Sunday
on a number of
issues, including
Kashmir,
nuclear prolifer-
ation in South
Asia and the sit-
uation in
Afghanistan.
According to
officials, during
his talks with
President Mo-
hammad Rafiq
Tarar, Mr
Annan stressed
the need to set-
tle the Kashmir

dispute to
ensure durable
peace in the
region.

He also held

The second type

discussions with

foreign minister

of resolutions, which do not fall
under the purview of chapter
seven, need the cooperation of the
| parties concerned for their imple-

Abdul Sattar, who urged the UN
to play an effective role in imple-

menting resolutions for a refergn-
dum in Kashmir. (Agencies)
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By Our Special

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11)\Officials here
have noted with satisfaction the
Jamaat-e-Islami's latést formula-
tion that “Kashmir” is\a political
problem rathes than a religious is-
sue. The formulation, made yes-
terday by the organisation’s
! deliberative forum, Majlis-e-
i Shoura, is seen here as a gentle
| snub to the Jamaat's seniormost
| leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
who has for some time now taken
to arguing that “Kashmir” is a re-
ligious issue.

According to a Jamaat spokes-
man in Srinagar, “the nature of
the Kashmir issue is human and
political. !t is a human issue as
both the majority and minority
communities are directly or indi-
rectly getting affected by its con-
tinued non-resalution and both
the communities are suffering ec-
onomically also.”

The spokesman, further added,
that the issue was political be-
cause “it is only through peaceful
means like the exercise of the
promised right of self-determina-
tion or, in the alternative, tripar-

| tite talks, that a lasting solution to
| the issue can be possible.”

. The Jamaat formulation be-
comes relevant as the APHC exec-
utive meets again tomorrow in
Srinagar to see whether a way can
be found to meet the Centre’s ob-
jections to the proposed Hurriyat
visit to Pakistan. The Centre has

i been most reluctant to issue a

passport to Mr. Geelani, primarily
because of his staunch pro-Pakis-
tan views, which of late have ac-
quired a religious connaotation.

Therefore, it remains to be seen
whether the APHC executive can
redefine the objectives of its Pa-
kistan mission in a manner that

would soften the Union Home -

Ministry’s objections. As of now,
Mr. Advani’s views remain un-
changed that Mr. Geelani's inclu-

—

Geelani placed
under house arrest

SRINAGAR, MARCH 11. The for-
mer Hurriyat  conference
chairman and Jamaat-e-Islami
jeader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
was today placed under house
arrest to foil his plan to visit
the Nowhatta locality of Srina-
gar, official sources said.

A joint party of the police
and the CRPF cordoned off
Mr. Geelani’s Hyderpora resi-
dence early today and asked
him to remain indoors, the
sources said.

Mr. Geelani, who was to visit
Nowhatta to express sympathy
with those whose houses and
shops were damaged in a fire
on Tuesday, was placed under
arrest in view of the reports
that he was planning to orga-
nise a demonstration there,

they said. — PTl1

sion in the proposed delegation
has rendered the visit totally un-
attractive from India’s point o
view.

It is here that the Jamat's for:
mulation can come in handy ir
isolating Mr. Geelani, Earlier, the
Jamaat had refused to accede t
the APHC chairman, Profesg;
Abdul Gani Bhat's suggestion that
Mr. Geelani could make way for
some other nominee of the Ja-
maat-e-Islami.

Under the circumstances, the
APHC finds it difficult to keep up
its claim of being the sole voice of
the “resistance’’. It is the Hurri-
yat’s hope that if it can undertake
a trip to Pakistan, it would help it

consolidate its “sole representa- |

tive” claim. As it is, the former
Chief Minister, Mr. G. M. Shah, is
trying to steal the limelight by try-

ing to bring together on one plat- |

form all the “‘pro-Pakistan,
pro-india and pro-independ-
ence’”’ voices.

The APHC would also have to
re-devise its strategy in the light of
the United Nations Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan’s asser-
tion that the old U.N. resolutions
were no longer workable, and that
only the Lahore Declaration pro-
vided a practical format.

PTI reports:

The Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front chairman and senior
Hurriyat leader, Mr. Yaseen Ma-
lik, suffering from a heart ailment,
left for the United States late last
night for a medical check-up.
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By Our Spécial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 9. The Centre is
unlikely to gide visa to the Pakis-
tan-occupied \Kashmir (PoK)-
based leader, Mr. Amanullah
Khan, and others to visit India to
attend Mr, G.M. Shah’s confer-
ence in Jammu on "In search of
peace and solution”. Mr. Khan
and 25 other “leaders” from the
PoK and the Northern Areas have
applied for visa from the Indian
High Commission in Islamabad.

Officials, however, were quick
1o point out that the applications
would be processed as per India’s
existing visa regime, and no spe-
cial dispensation could be made
in case of those who purported to
attend a politically-significant
conference. At the same time, the
officials are not all that certain
that these “leaders” would be per-
mitted by Pakistani authorities 10
visit India.

It is pointed out that a few
months ago Pakistan denied per-
mission to a prominent PoK-
based leader to attend the “‘Bristol
Hotel” dialogue, ever though the
Indian Government had granted
the visa. The processing of the ap-
plications of Mr. Amanullah Khan
and others appears to have be-
come one more occasion for one-
upmanship between two Foreign
Offices.

Mr. G.M. Shah, who is president
of the Jammu and Kashmir Awami
National Conference and who has
the reputation of being the “es-
tranged” brother-in-law of the
Chief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah, is trying to organise a gather-
ing of all Jammu and Kashmir

leaders. The stated objective is: (1)

to “enable the power of dialogue
to reassert itself in Jammu and
Kashmir’; (2) to enable ‘‘the polit-

“R. Narayanan, being received by the
uritius, Mr.
ritius, on Friday. — PT! (Report on Page 13)

Anerood Jugnauth, at Port Louis

ical leaders, protagonists of the
armed struggle, social activists, in-
tellectuals, technocrats and emi-
nent citizens from both sides of
the Line of Control” to come to-
gether and talk things out; and, (3)
to make “practically workable and
politically feasible recommenda-
tions for an amicable resolution”
of the Kashmir problem.

The Centre's reluctance to grant
visa to ‘‘leaders” such as Mr. Ama-
nuilah Khan (who is also facing a
number of criminal charges),
however, according to officials,
should not be construed as disap-
proval of Mr. Shah’s venture. It is
asserted that as an Indian citizen,
Mr. Shah is free to organise any
kind of political activity he and his
party want. But at the same time

- the Government reserves the right
to deny entry to anyone who does
not meet the criteria of the current
visa regime, officials add.

Also, it remains to be seen
whether Mr. Shah would go ahead
with the conference. Earlier, it was
scheduled to take place on Febru
ary 10-11; it is now slated for
March 17-18, next week.

Mt. Shah, who had displaced
Dr. Faroog Abdullah as Chief,Min
ister in 1984, is widely regarded &=
hostile to the Chief Minister, bt
keen observers believe that of late
there is a kind of rapprochement
between the two families. In fact.
Mr. Shah’s conference is being
seen by some as having the bless-
ings of the Chief Minister, and the
purpose of the exercise appears 1©
be to recover some of the separa-
tist space from the Hurriyat.

=4
THE }my/ |
wishes its refders |

A HAPPY HOLI

THE HINDU
"0 MAR 2001



&

THE GOVERNMENT OF India’s summary rejec-
tion of the idea of a Hurriyat delegation visiting
Pakistan as a followup of the ‘ceasefire’ initia-
tive, an issue that has been hanging fire for quite
a few months now, is a reflection as much of a
flawed perception of the role the umbrella sep-
aratist outfit is seeking for itself as of the lack of a
coherent policy framework on Jammu and Kash-
mir. The Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
in his responses to queries in the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, has sought to rationalise the Gov-
ernment’s decision by placing the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference’s proposal in the context of
India’'s  basic  ‘no-third-party-intervention’
stance and suggesting that the Hurriyat was in-
deed trying to assume the role of a ‘mediator’.
But the point is that, from the beginning, the
Hurriyat has been consistently maintaining that
it does not visualise any ‘mediatory’ role for itself
for the reason that it is very much a ‘party’ to the
dispute. In fact, leaders of the Hurriyat have even
been hinting that they would persuade the jeha-
di militant groups as also the military regime in
Pakistan to allow space for the Indian Govern-
ment’s peace initiative.

Although initially the Centre did appear to
go along with the proposition, it seemed to have
second thoughts after the Hurriyat began to
identify the members of its team to visit Pakistan
— the squad included Syed Ali Shah Geelani, a
pro-Pakistan hardliner — and Delhi became ex-
tremely wary when Pakistan extended an “in-
vitation” to the APHC executive for
“consultation to prepare the ground for a tripar-
tite process of negotiations”. But the fact re-
mains that there have been perceptible changes
in the power equations within the Hurriyat, with
the moderate, pro-independence elements
emerging stronger vis-a-vis the hawks, and sig-
nificantly appearing less hardline in their out-
look and attitude to the core issues of the
Kashmir problem. In fact, one could discern a

\// FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2001 v Sg /

SHORTSIGHTED APPROACH

nuanced shift in its approach, witnel;
executive’s description of ‘Kashmir’ as
cal” (as distinguished from ‘‘religious’
lem. And that the body could deplore the\likes of
Mr. Geelani and even demand from the Jamaat-
e-Islami that he be replaced as their representa-
tive in the Hurriyat, conveys its own message
about the dominant mood in the conglomerate.
Notably, its February 12 resolution, while stating
that helping the creation of a “peaceful atmo-
sphere” was the idea behind its proposal to send
a team to Pakistan, had no disparaging refer-
ences to India; nor was there any mention of a
tripartite negotiation process. What is more, it
spoke of “some people” in Pakistan (besides In-
dia) trying to “‘interfere and influence” the deci-
sion of the Hurriyat and went on to assert that
the APHC leadership would not submit to such
pulls or pressures.

Given these positive signals on the Hurriyat
front, a go-ahead from the Centre to the much-
delayed Pakistan visit by its team should have
gone some way in strengthening the pro-peace
forces. In fact, after the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s decision to go for a three-

month extension of the ‘ceasefire’, the Centre |

was widely expected to give its nod; that however
was not to be. It is nobody’s case that the Hurri-
yat team would have achieved anything spectac-
ular and, for that matter, it may well have failed
to carry conviction with the jehadi outfits. But
the visit, apart from being an imaginative ges-
ture, would have helped to clarify ‘who stands
where’ among the different players involved in
the Jammu and Kashmir problem. By saying ‘no’
to the Hurriyat visit, the Government has cer-
tainly sent a wrong signal to those who were
expecting it to come up with a package of in-
telligently crafted policy initiatives, both on the
domestic and diplomatic fronts, for a solution to
the Kashmir problem, consi
that it has given itself three
review of the ceasefire.

onths for the nex
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Fight militants among 18
killed in Kashmir violence

HT Correspondent/PTI
Srinagar, March 8 ! iq/\
FOUR SOLDIERS and five
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba militants
were killed in a gunbattle in the
Rajouri-Poonch sector on Thurs-
day. Elsewhere in the State, nine
others - including three mili-
tants, two policemen and a Con-
gress activist — died and seven
security personnel were wound-
ed in a grenade attack.

The five Lashkar militants
Killed by the troops are suspected
to be involved in last week’s mas-
sacre of 15 policemen and two
medical employees in Rajouri
district. An official spokesman
said a large quantity of arms and
ammunition, including seven
grenades and four AK-series
rifles, were recovered from the
spot.

Two police constables were
killed by militants at Dalgate and
Maisuma in Srinagar.

Militants barged into a home
at Dharmkoot village near Bani-

hal early this morning and shot
dead the occupants, Teja Ram,
his wife and son. A hunt has been
launched for the killers.

Militants also struck at Maitra
village, 20 km from Dharmkoot,
and killed newly-elected village
head Ghulam Rasool Gujjar.

Two militants were Kkilled
when they made an abortive bid
to attack an Army post at Jarna
Wali Gali in Surankote.

Congress worker Mohammad
Ishaq Mir was shot dead by ter-
rorists at Magam village in
Badgam district, the spokesman
said. Militants fired at Ishag,
nephew of senior Congress
leader and former MP Mir Maga-
mi, killing him on the spot.

Six security personnel were
injured in a powerful grenade
blast which occurred when sen-
ior officers were inspecting the
damage caused by a blast in Sri-
nagar last evening, official
sources said. .

Militants lobbed a grenade at
security forces at Nowhatta Main

Chowk around 1.45 p.my, injuring
six personnel - three from the
Border Security Force and the
rest from the Central Reserve
Police Force. The condition of
two of the injured was stated to
be serious.
Amanullah move: The Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
chairman, Amanullah Khan, has
with 25 others applied for visa to
India to participate in a two-day
seminar. :
“Khan is among the first 2!
people who have applied for vis$
to participate in the two-day con-
ference beginning on March 17,”
senior ANC leader and co-ordi-
nator of the conference, Muzaf-
far Shah said. He said all these
leaders had applied at the Indian
High Commission in Islamabad
yesterday. Khan is a proclaimed
offender and is unlikely to be
granted visa. The two-day semi-
nar, “In search of peace and solu-
tion”, will be organised by the
Awami National Confefence at
Jammu.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF India’s summary rejec-
tion of the idea of a Hurriyat delegation visiting
Pakistan as a followup of the ‘ceasefire’ initia-
tive, an issue that has been hanging fire for quite
a few months now, is a reflection as much of a
flawed perception of the role the umbrella sep-
aratist outfit is seeking for itself as of the lack of a
coherent policy framework on Jammu and Kash-
mir. The Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
in his responses to queries in the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, has sought to rationalise the Gov-
ernment'’s decision by placing the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference’s proposal in the context of
[ndia’s basic  ‘no-third-party-intervention’
stance and suggesting that the Hurriyat was in-
deed trying to assume the role of a ‘mediator’.
But the point is that, from the beginning, the
Hurriyat has been consistently maintaining that
it does not visualise any ‘mediatory’ role for itself
for the reason that it is very much a ‘party’ to the
dispute. In fact, leaders of the Hurriyat have even
been hinting that they would persuade the jeha-
di militant groups as also the military regime in
Pakistan to allow space for the Indian Govern-
ment’s peace initiative.

Although initially the Centre did appear to
go along with the proposition, it seemed to have
second thoughts after the Hurriyat began to
identify the members of its team to visit Pakistan
— the squad included Syed Ali Shah Geelani, a
pro-Pakistan hardliner — and Delhi became ex-
tremely wary when Pakistan extended an “in-
vitation” to the APHC executive for
“consultation to prepare the ground for a tripar-
tite process of negotiations”. But the fact re-
mains that there have been perceptible changes
in the power equations within the Hurriyat, with
the moderate, pro-independence elements
emerging stronger vis-a-vis the hawks, and sig-
nificantly appearing less hardline in their out-
look and attitude to the core issues of the
Kashmir problem. In fact, one could discern a

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2001
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nuanced shift in its approach, witness the APHC
executive’s description of ‘Kashmir’ as a “politi-
cal” (as distinguished from “religious”) prob-
lem. And that the body could deplore the likes of
Mr. Geelani and even demand from the Jamaat-
e-Islami that he be replaced as their representa-
tive in the Hurriyat, conveys its own message
about the dominant mood in the conglomerate.
Notably, its February 12 resolution, while stating
that helping the creation of a “peaceful atmo-
sphere’’ was the idea behind its proposal to send
a team to Pakistan, had no disparaging refer-
ences to India; nor was there any mention of a
tripartite negotiation process. What is more, it
spoke of “some people’”” in Pakistan (besides In-
dia) trying to “interfere and influence” the deci-
sion of the Hurriyat and went on to assert that
the APHC leadership would not submit to such
pulls or pressures. !

Given these positive signalsﬂ
front, a go-ahead from the Centre to\the much-
delayed Pakistan visit by its team shpuld have
gone some way in strengthening the
forces. In fact, after the Prime Minister,
Behari Vajpayee’s decision to go for
month extension of the ‘ceasefire’, the Centre
was widely expected to give its nod; that however
was not to be. It is nobody'’s case that the Hurri-
yat team would have achieved anything spectac-
ular and, for that matter, it may well have failed
to carry conviction with the jehadi outfits. But
the visit, apart from being an imaginative ges-
ture, would have helped to clarify ‘who stands
where’ among the different players involved in
the Jammu and Kashmir problem. By saying ‘no’
to the Hurriyat visit, the Government has cer-
tainly sent a wrong signal to those who were
expecting it to come up with a package of in-
telligently crafted policy initiatives, both on the
domestic and diplomatic fronts, for a solution to
the Kashmir problem, considering especially
that it has given itself three pfonths for the next
review of the ceasefire.

[N



“uBIST{RJ UO 3duLn[jul adnij
€ SLISX9 Jo)B| 9U} SJUIS [BIONIO
st yorgm ‘vomsod Iy AJLrep
03 diysaapes] Tpneg ay; 183 01 3ul
-yduksyre ueeq sey eIPU] ‘uASHe]
pawtoddns Afsuonipen sey siqery
preg UYorym uo ‘onsst JImysey
oy} JI9a00 01 pagoadxa ospe
3JoM SUOISSTOSIp o) ‘uotyedajap
[1spoosd [ef] © Jo 1apes] ayj e AL
-oedeo sTq ur Sunespy "ABPSIUPIA
Uo ypeAry Wi eiqery Ipneg
Jo pyey dury pue ye[mpqy booreg
UIOMIQ SUSITL B SBM Pednouun
JUSM JSOWI[E TOIUM ‘JUBA® 1UBD
-yrudis & 90e] Jo JapBW € SY

"Pres [uBApY
I STUIGSBY] Ul TISLI04I4) J8PIod)
-ss010 dois 0} sdneas ywenpw uo
amssald 110x3,, 0] aq PNOYS UaS
' -axd e 9jo1 s UBISD{E] 9UATILIS

\ S'uB)ST{BJ Ul S19)
Ty} Aq PauUTBIISUOI USa(q
w&ﬁ Aoy osnedsq JUSIULIAOS
UeIPH] 9} 0} [€} JOUMED YRALLINEY
9y} eyl 8asl[aq oYm SIS}
-BUR JO JISQUMU AUR 218 8J9Y ],
“EIpU] yum
syer uado Appewnife] weo Asip
810J8( JUAWILLISA0S WUBIPU] oY}
WOl I9ABS-308] B Pooul SIopes]
1BALLINY o) 18y} SI [BaRX X8}
Jo} juowindie puodes ayJ
“SHpugg
U3 pue P{EPET JO SEIYS ay) ‘Jusut
-UI0A08 BYE)S JWeLIND Y\ ‘qZIH
3y} Sepn{oul SIYJ, ‘auUa)y Y}
qum sndoferp ut padedus aq)[m
woyMm Jo [e ‘amysey w sdnosd
jo Iequmu e Suonre suo Ajuo
S1IBALLINE] 343 18y} pa1es ALIea)o
Sey JUAWIWISA0S oY) um.:m.mv

10 Pa[nI sy[e} YJ[ Ul

T

~

Vi

The Leon

-A08 3y} 03 3WPIOIDY ‘SIUSWIULS
-A03 0M] 9] UIBMID] SUOTIBTIGIU
ayy w Aefd 01 sjoa ou pey A9
ey Swisiseqdwo ‘usddey pmoys
JOIIoU Jey) PIUINLIalep SI BIPU]
-andoferp snuedin e 10] Aem oy
Suiaed pue SLITWYSEY 2Y3 JO SIAL
-eyuesaadal B10s,, 9yt se souesaid
I1oy} SuISTUINISP] — Iy} SIBPBS]
yeALLINE] a1 sjuem N Aym Inoqe
1833 Apoajred st uesDyeq
‘surodssed jno Suald
woaj ured o} BUlAIoAs puE 8s0]
01 9P pey erpu] ey ‘Afrediseq
‘9U0  [eISB[UMW B Ol 911
-95B9) [BJOIE[IUR UB[PU] oY} WIin}
0} sdnoJd jueyrrue oy Surpensiad
jo suoguasyul pessajoad Jyr 0}
asuodsa Aue 198 [im Lo1p Jety 4]
~axrpum A[ySry S111 20Uts ANPQIPaID
mo ¥oe] umo s,dnoid a1 asodxe

PN

1[4 11 181 ST [pABY 18Y) 3ul
-yr0ddns spuni sjusumare sy,
"S[oeY ) i 3up sey
1URUILIOA0S Y} 1By Siustiadur.LIe
[eaRn SIq uo SI 3] ‘A9f[eA oYl
uy voary Suryeedm sdnoid 1peysl
o) syioddns wesd pue uwSIYE]
0] JIWIYSEY JO UOISSIVOB Y} $9)8D
-oape Afuado oym ‘Tue[aen YEYS
TV peAg ‘Iopes] jeeuref sul[pIey
a1} Jo aNSSI 8y} ST adAY} AjIUesal]
“JTUIYSEY] PUB NWWE{ Ul 3ATBUIul
so8ad aupue SY] USYBLIGAO 8ABY
uespied 03 sueld jaaen s JBALLINE
a1} Jo onssl ap ‘A[ereuniiogus}
*A1JUNOD 8T JO INO [2ABI] PINOD
Loy yorgm pim sprodssed usAld
uoaq Apeadfe pey siepee] JRALLM]
awos pue 3dtoa duo ui Supyeads
10U 2J3M SIape9] A1) 1Y) peppe
ueapy I Aoevmnide] Aus Jo /

uBSDed 01 [9ARL ATy AUB SGOI
os[e 1ng ‘epuede Afuoc s IBALLINKY
SSITISIP SIY) Sao0p AJuo 10N
“ared panp
® 10 908[d ou pJaY puUR SIUATIUI3
-A03 0M1 91{) UeeMIaq A[I0aXIp PIOY
3q [[w IIWYSEY] JO INSSI I} UO
ueisiyeJ pue eIpu] usemiaq andof
-eIp Aue jey) parels ‘TUeApY Y|
JJN “ISISTUIWE 9oy WOTi() 9y ‘Sul
-uiour Aepsaupap uo eyqes edfey
o} wi suopsenb Buriemsuy
*$59001d
s08ad JIYSEYY 9} UI N0 JSPBIR
-das a1} 107 ajoa AloyBIpour Aue N0
Buinu ‘Aepsaupajp, UC S0UBIAJI0])
jeALuny 9yl uo Idues
-span jo dweys oy nd 4 —
-[euiod INHFIWNHEAOD TH

N /%, HOMYA 2 113G MAN

X

\Q wyobeg 1wvipul

C‘L

[ yorerpowt 184 LNy

-8 MAR 2y



_~PAK. MUST STOP CROSS- BORDER TERRORISM’

We don’t need APHC

ISR

as mediator:

By Our Special Correspondent }‘ D ’

NEW DELHI, MARCH. 7. The Centre today refused to
accord the All-Party Hurriyat Conference the status
of mediator between New Delhi and Islamabad,
while stating that the Hurriyat leaders with pass-
ports were free to travel to Pakistan.

Replying to supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha,
the Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, empha-
sised that as far as talks with Pakistan were con-
cerned, if the Government wished to talk, it would
do so directly.

The Government viewed the Hurriyat as part of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir and if discussions
in respect of the State were to be held, talks would be
held with the Hurriyat too.

Mr. Advani said the Centre proposed to hold talks
with various groups in the State and wanted Pakis-
tan to exert pressure on militant groups to stop
cross-border terrorism.

The response of the people of the State to the
Ramzan peace initiative was good as was that of
international communi owever, the response of
various militant groyp§, which operated at the ini-

o P U

Advam

tiative of Pakistar 1ndulged in cross-border ter-
rorism, was not satisfactory.

While welcoming the stoppage of shelling on the
border by Pakistan,

e said it was hoped the climate

created in the State through the response of the peo- |

ple and the world would pressure Pakistan.

Mr. Advani said the Government had not urged
the security forces to abandon the fight against mil-
itancy, and that during the three-and-a-half month
period since Ramzan, 227 militants had been killed
by security forces.

Referring to the suicide attacks by militants, the |
Minister said that while these incidents had created '
the impression that the battle against militancy had |

been somewhat abandoned, the fact was that securi-
ty forces had been asked not to wait until attacked.

Defending the extension of the ceasefire till the
end of May, Mr. Advani said all aspects of the sit-
uation had been reviewed and Army commanders’
views considered. Responding to members’ concern
over reports of reservation, id the Centre would
take cognisance of it.

THE HINDO
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" Army ;repelé
Lashkar-attack,
two ultras killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA. 2 ©"

JAMMU, March 6. - The Army

today repulsed an attack on its -
camp by a suicide squad; kill- -
ing two Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
militants at Surankete in
Poonch district. © /bt

In a separate in , mili-
tants fired rockets af{ an ad-
ministrative base at Reasi in
Udhampur which exploded
near an Army area, defence '
sources said. } -
A group of Lashkat thilitants
attacked the Army camp at
Jaran Wali Gali around 1.30
a.m. One of them rushed to-
wards the camp while firing on -
the troops who retaliated and
killed the fidayeen militant.
Another militant who tried to '
gatecrash by firing indiscrim- °
inately was also gunned down.

One jawan received minor
splinter injuries in the attack,
the fifth since the third exten-
sion of the ceasefire in J&K.
The third militant escaped, the
sources said.
Sikh body set up: To infuse a
sense of security among Sikhs
in the state, the community to- .
day announced formation of
J&K Sikh United Forum, an
amalgam of various Sikh or-
ganisations in the state.

The new body was set up in
Jammu at a meeting of Akali
Dal groups, Sikh Sangat, Sikh
Students Federation and other
Sikh organisations in the state,
a forum spokesman said in
Srinagar.

THE STATECLAN
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. Kashmir stalemate persists

o

\, ‘ By Harish Khare

NEW DELH\ MARCH 6. When the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behar\ Vajpayee, announced on February 22 the
decision toextend the ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir by three months, it was expected that the Gov-
ernment had a definite plan in mind on how to
consolidate its strategy of a peace offensive. But two
weeks later, the Government still appears confused,
if not paralysed. This confusion is beginning to gen-
erate a sense of exasperation among those who have

i the hands-on jobs to perform in the State.

Two specific decisions were expected. First, it was

' to be decided whether or not an All-Party Hurriyat

Conference delegation was to be allowed to go to
Pakistan. The Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, has

! remained consistent in his obduracy in not allowing
" Syed Ali Shah Geelani to visit Pakistan. On its part,
* the Vajpayee establishment has not found a way to
. overcome this obduracy. By default, the Centre has

been made to be seen as less than sincere in its
stated desire for peace.

Second, the February 22 statement carried a
promise of & formal dialogue with the Hurriyat, be-
sides others. No tangible initiative appears to have
been taken on this front either. The status of in-
formal contacts between the Centre’s emissaries and

-

sections of the APHC, remains unchanged. Because
of the Centre’s paralysis on the first count, the “dia-
logue” aspect has become problematic.

For now the Centre is content to watch devel-
opments within the Hurriyat camp. A note has been
taken of the demonstrations outside Mr. Geelani’s
house, just as it has been noted, with disappoint-
ment, that the Jamat-e-Islami has refused to replace
Mr. Geelani on the Hurriyat executive. The APHC is
truly a divided house, but no one in New Delhi
seems 1o be confident as to how this division is help-
ful in promoting the strategy of peace offensive.

Meanwhile, Mr. Majid Dar, Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
chief, has taken the Hurriyat leaders to task for airing
their differences publicly. Mr. Dar is enigmatically
silent on the emerging divide within the APHC,
whether the “struggle” in Kashmir was a religious
one (as contended by Mr. Geelani) or a political one
(as argued by Mr. Abdul Gani Lone).

The seeming paralysis on the next move on the
ceasefire front has created a seriously debilitating
confusion among Army commanders in Kashmir.

The least confused force appears to the State po-
lice, which takes its cue from the Chief Minister, who
makes no bones about the built-in uselessness of
any political or diplomaticehgagement with the sep-
aratist groups.

THE HINDU
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_Dialogue of the Deaf
A Dead End Ahead in Kashmir

v 0 A
W \L G L

EGINNING Februdry 26, the

government had days in
which to reveal the first stage of its
Kashmir policy. With the ceasefire in
place, each day that passes without
any follow-up is a precious day
wasted because if the Vajpayee gam-
ble fails, as seems increasingly likely,
it could be another two or three
years before any government will
risk offering another ceasefire. What
we have learnt till now is that not
doing something, such as cessation
of active combat operations, is far
easier than doing, such as permitting
the Hurriyat to go to Pakistan,
finding out ways to get Pakistan
onboard the peace initiative or
containing the jihadis.

India or its government do not
control all the factors affecting the
situation. Under the Constitution,
Farooq Abdullah’s is the legally con-
stituted government of the state.
Despite everything, it remains root-
ed in the Kashmir countryside de-
spite the fact that its supporters are
the principal target of jihadi vio-
lence. For two years after the Army
and the paramilitary contained the
militancy, the state security appara-
tus quite effectively kept it in
check, especially in the urban
and semi-urban arcas.

The principal challenge now
comes from the Hizbul Mujahideen
aided by the Pakistani jihadi groups
like the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed. Its core com-
prises members of the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami, Kashmir, but over the years,
the best and brightest have died or
disappeared and the prolonged stay
of many of its leaders in Pakistan
has made them less amenable to the
local Jamaat control. Having faced
the brunt of the Indian counter-at-
tack, the Kashmir Jamaat has dis-
tanced itself from the ‘armed strug-
gle’ leaving all the fire-eating to its
erstwhile Amir, Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani and the commander-in-exile
Syed Salahuddin. One measure of
the price that the Hizb and the
Kashmiri Jamaat have paid for their
armed rebellion is the fact that it
was the Hizb which first called for a
unilateral ceasefire last July.

The Pakistan government is a cat-
alyst in the situation. Though it was
instrumental in getting the Hizb to
resile from its offer last year, it has
taken a more positive attitude to-
wards the Indian ceasefire. The Pak-
istani commitment to observe re-
straint along the Line of Control has
been the only silver lining in the oth-
erwise dismal scenario confronting

By MANOJ JOSHI

the Vajpayee government on Kash-
mir. While infiltration across the
LoC has not been stopped, the great
advantage incoming militants got
from the covering fire of Pakistani
artillery and machine guns has been
negated. No doubt it has brought
down Pakistani army casualties, but
it also benefited India.

Of all the variables in the Kash-
mir equation, the most predictable
attitude is that of the jihadis, primar-
ily the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Pak-
istani Jamaat-e-Islami. In their
scheme of things, the battle in Kash-
mir is but a preliminary move in
their struggle to Islamicise India.
In their totalitarian worldview,
negotiation and compromise have
little meaning, as indeed do dialogue
and discussion.

As of today, each of the players in
the Kashmir Great Game are work-
ing towards an aim. India and the
National Conference would like to
see an end to insurgency in the Val-
ley, even while maintaining the terri-
torial status quo. The aim of the
Kashmiri Jamaat is somewhat diffi-
cult to determine. In the late 1990s,

 Pakistani jihadi groups hope
to Islamicise India

* Negotiations with insurgents
have not worked well in
the past

* Hopes of a breakthrough are
fast fading in Kashmir

the organisation went on record de-
crying violence, but its representa-
tive in the Hurriyat, Geelani has
now begun speaking of the need for
a jihad to achieve a merger of the
state with Pakistan. The Hizb’s as-
cendancy came in the mid-1990s
with strong logistical support from
Pakistan and at the cost of the
JKLF. With the Kashmiri
Jamaat sidelined, the Hizb is
now apparently controlled by
Qazi Hussain Ahmed, the chief of
the Pakistani Jamaat, an outfit that
has been associated with the
military autocracy of Pakistan since
the time of Zia-ul-Hagq.

There was a time when Pakistan
claimed Kashmir. But now the Pak-
istani position has changed. Its aims
in the Valley complement those of
the Hizb and the jihadis. Whatever
be their differences, both seek the
expulsion of India from the state af-
ter which they believe it would take

just a couple of hours for Pakistan to
annex the Kashmir Valley. So the
current Pakistani position is to sup-
port ‘politically’ the militancy and
demand self-determination for the
people of Kashmir.

Recounting these positions, which
are public knowledge, is important
since placed together they bring out
the structural impediments in the
way of any negotiated settlement to
the Kashmir issue. The most obvious
roadblock is the attitude of parties
like the Pakistani Jamaat and the
Lashkar which are fundamentally
opposed to not just India, but civili-
sation as we know it.

It is this which brings into ques-
tion the basic Indian strategy of un-
dertaking negotiations with all the
parties involved. In the past, India
has negotiated with insurgents and
even enabled their installation as
heads of state governments, but
only once has it been successful
and that was in the case of Laldenga
in Mizoram.

The Indian strategy appears to be
aimed at initiating negotiations with
the Hurriyat and then expanding
the process to include others. That’s
easy enough, even if Geelani re-
mains a member of the grouping.
What then? The individual mem-
bers of the Hurriyat, barring Gee-
lani, are men of straw. Winning them
over, too, would not be all that diffi-
cult. But what of their mehmaan, the
‘mujahideen’ of the Lashkar and
Jaish? Only Pakistan can help there,
but there are no obvious compul-
sions for it to do so. Even if it does, it
will want a price that India will not
be prepared to pay.

All indications are that the gov-
ermment of India is on a treacherous
slope, with neither a plan nor equip-
ment to traverse it. The Kargil situa-
tion seems to have unhinged the
government to the point where it is
ready to throw away the achieve-
ments of the Indian security forces
between 1990-1996 in rooting out
militancy from large parts of the
state. The elections of 1996 may not
have been fully representative, but
they were far more liberal than
those in Pakistan and Afghanistan,
the ideal of the jihadis. Today, the ji-
hadis are calling the shots in Kash-
mir. They have shown no inclination
to negotiate or participate in any
kind of a dialogue. All hopes
for a breakthrough ended with
the failure of the Hizb ceasefire
last year. To sue the same
path at this jdp€ture is to chase
amirage.
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TARGETIN CON’VOYS

HAT the militants in Kashmir ar¢ determined to keep the

flames of conflict burning in their bid to counter the
impact of the ceasefire is evident from their new tactic of
targeting army convoys which are relatively soft targets. The
army has to supply its men deployed all across the Valley, it
would be a massive exercise to arrange escort parties strong
enough to ensure foolproof protection. Such attacks would
also tend to provoke the troops into retaliatory action. Should
arms and ammunition be part of the cargo, the escorts would
have to do their utmost to prevent them falling into wrong
hands. Both recent incidents have occurred when the convoy
was passing through built-up areas where there was every
probability of civilian bystanders being hit when the escorts
reacted. And civilian casualties spark trouble of another kind.
But convoys have to keep rolling. What must cause concern is
that the ceasefire, or non-initiation of combat operations as
the army calls it, has not progressed beyond “combat”
dimension. The focus remains fixed on what the militants do,
and what the forces avoid doing in return. Just about every
opinion is based on gory statistics of violent incidents. This is
dangerous, the troops on the ground would find it
increasingly frustrating to follow orders to play it cool in an
otherwise unchanged situation. The danger is that should the
ceasefire eventually be called off the troops would go on a
high offensive. They are, after all, only human.

What is tragic is that little or no political and
administrative action has been taken in the last three months
to try and make some capital of the gains. Life has become a
little easier for the common folk in the Valley since security
measures have been relaxed. The ceasefire was intended to
drive a wedge between the people and militants, but nobody
has really tried hard to exploit the opening. This would be the
first tourist season in a decade in which peace was being
given a chance. The militants are aware of that, hence their
enhanced determination to scuttle the process. Choking
tourist traffic is akin to a garrotte around the neck of the local
economy. Which re-emphasises the urgency of positively
filling the vacuum created by troops pulling their punches. /

/




A soldiers die in s
attack on army

camp by militants

SRINAGAR: Pakistan-based
Lashker-e-Toiba militants on
Sunday attacked an army camp at
Baramulla killing four soldiers,
including two JCOs, and wounding
four while losing two of their men.
This has been the third major
strike by militants in Jammu and
Kashmir after the extension of
ceasefire in the state. )},

The suicidal attack on the bat-
talion headquarters of Eighth Jack
Rifles, some 55 km from here, took
place at around 3.45 a.m g‘fﬁcial
sources said. .

Heavily-arme\d\ }‘eT il?talv
fired rockets and lobbed

of them sneaked into the
cutting the fence, they said.

The two militants fired indis-
criminately at the troops killing
four soldiers, including two junior
commissioned  officers, and
wounding an equal number.

The troop retaliated and in the
resultant gunbattle lasting more
than an hour both the militants
were killed, the sources said.

The killed soldiers were Subedar
Ram, Tara Chand, havaldar
Ghandi Ram and Surinder Singh,
the sources said.

LeT claimed responsibility for
the attack and identified its killed
activists as Abu Hamaza and Abu
Ammar.

Two AK-56 rifles with ten mag-
azines, a rocket launcher and two
grenades were recovered from the
slain militants.

This was the third major strike
by militants in Jammu and
Kashmir after the extension of
truce in the state till May-end.

On February 23, a day after'the
extension of truce was announced,
militants killed six police person-
nel, including an officer, in an
ambush at Kokernag-Doorn in
Anantnag.

Militants ambushed an army
convoy at Janglat Mandi in
Anantnag on. March 1, killing
Colonel J.P. Janu and another sol-
dier.

Meanwhile, a self-styled district
commander of Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit
was killed in an encounter, while
security forces recovered some
arms and explosives in North
Kashmir since Saturday night, a
police spokesman said.

The top JeM commander, iden-
tified as Imran Zaki alias Saifullah
of Bahawalpur (Pakistan) was
killed when security forces fired
back after being attacked by mili-

said. P71y
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T WAS an entirely different
Sopore this time. All the
excitement evident when
the Prime Minister, Mr. A,
B. Vajpayee, first announced the
unilateral ceasefire in December
last has vanished. Nearby
Haigam is haunted by the killing
of six civilians on February 15.
Shattered families equate the
tragedy with what happened in
Chattisinghpora in March 2000.

Alive to the political situation,
ordinary villagers mob an
outsider, curious to know the
latest. “The Chattisinghpora
massacre was carried out to
draw Mr. Bill Clinton’s attention
to the situation and the firing (in
Haigam) on peaceful
demonstrators was to derail the
peace process,” was the verdict
of an elderly villager, Mr.
Mohammad Shaban. He claims
to have been witness to ups and
downs of Kashmir's history.
Something always happens to
put the clock back, he says citing
the death of Lal Bahadur Shastri
in Tashkent when he had a
meeting with President Ayub
Khan of Pakistan on Kashmir;
and, earlier, the death of
Jawaharlal Nehru when Sheikh
Abdullah was in Pakistan almost
finalising a solution.

Residents are unable to
understand why even during the
ceasefire the security forces
cannot stay out of their lives. “If
this is what a ceasefire means,
don’t bother extending it,” is a
common refrain. Take the case
of Jalil Ahmed Shah who died in
police custody. His father was
gunned down by militants for
being an activist of ruling
National Conference (NC) in
1999.No doubt he was affiliated
to the JKLF, but it is a political
organisation. He was stated to
be close to the Speaker of the
State Assembly, Mr. Abdul
Ahmad Vakil. Hardly the profile
of a militant.

The trauma did not end there.
Six more people were killed in
firing by the Army, whose
convoy was stopped by
thousands of Jalil's mourners.
Admitting that fire was opened
in Haigam and then in Maisuma
as well, where a protest was
being held and another youth,
Javed Ahmed Nath, was shot, the
Army is investigating the matter.

The killings in Haigam,
Maisuma and Mahjoor Nagar,
where six Sikhs were killed by
unknown assailants, have had a
terrible impact on the public
mood. Take Sopore, whose
residents had said goodbye to
militancy and engrossed
themselves in the apple trade.
“What ceasefire? Does it mean
the wanton killing of civilians,”

asks an enraged Mr. Mohammed
Igbal, a shopkeeper. “The
Vajpayee initiative had lit hopes
for an early solution which
would ultimately take us to
peace but it has not moved an
inch forward,” sums up a
teacher.

People are not against peace,
but they want a comprehensive
exercise which will ensure the
silence of the guns. “Dialogue is
possible only when guns stop
booming,” said a businessman
whose livelihood has been hit by
the return of curfew.

The scene is no different in
Anantnag. A group of men turn
angry on being introduced to a
journalist. “The media needs
news and is not bothered about
what the people are facing,” was
the response from a youth, Mr.
Muzaffar. “‘You are talking about
ceasefire. Has it worked? It will
not even if extended for another
year,” he says. “What has
followed the ceasefire? No
initiative. Only the killings.”

The sincerity of Mr. Vajpayee’s
gesture is still not being
questioned, but with no
headway being made confusion
reigns. The people believe an

'9,\/ Peace under fire

Kaslri outh protest the Halgam k!lllngs... a people allnatd. ’

attempt to win over the militants
should have followed. “Peace
with honour” is what they want.

The people’s concern for age-
old traditions is still intact,
despite the bloodbath which has
claimed thousands of lives and
seen the minority community
migrating elsewhere. Lawyers in
Anantnag were upset that they
could not see Law Minister P. L.
Handoo’s body being taken
through the streets of his
hometown. “It is a tragedy that
there are no mourners at
Handoo's house at Anantnag,”

a ceasefire means,
don’t bother
extending it.”
This, says
SHUJAAT BUKHARI,
is the refrain among
the Kashmiris,
angry at the security
forces’ actions.

said a member of the Bar. This
does not reflect Kashmiriat, rich
with communal harmony, he
says.

Back in Srinagar, the
alienation has only increased.
The situation is reminiscent of
1990, with the city under curfew
and people taking io the streets
demanding azadi. The claims of
the authorities that foreigners
are not acceptable to the people
are also disputed, with
thousands of demonstrators
chanting “Lashkar Se Kiya Rishta
Lal llahailalah’™ (Our relation
with Lashkar is that of Allah).
Note also the procession by

thousands demanding the bodies

of six Lashkar militants, killed
when they attacked the Srinagar
airport, for “honourable burial”.
The State Government finds
itself facing a hostile population
with allegations of custodial
killings on the increase.With the
current extension of ceasefire
ending on May 31, the scope for
a change in the mood lies in an
initiative from the parties to the
Kashmir issue which will lead to
an end to the violence. The
summer will prove decisive in
defining the road Kashmir takes.
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Police blood so

FROM MUKHTAR AHMAD \

Srinagar, March 2: Atleast 17 po-
licemen were killed when their ve-
hicle was blown up by rockets
fired by militants in Rajouri dis-
trict of Jammu this evening in the
biggest strike since the three-
month extension of the ceasefire.

Police said militants perched
on mountain tops fired several ro-
ckets and opened fire indiscrimi-
nately on the vehicle at Manjakote
village on the Rajouri-Poonch
highway around 5 pm. Nine po-
licetmen were wounded and have
been taken to Rajouri hospital.

The police team was returning
from Gandhar Mouglan village
where two people were gunned
down by militants last night.

“Onerocket hit the vehicle and
killed on the spot 17 policemen. It
is a huge setback,” an officer said.

Reinforcements have been
rushed to the area. Inspector-gen-
eral of police (Jammu range) R.V.
Raju will leave for Manjakote vil-
lage, around 32 km from Rajouri.
tomorrow morning. The bodies
will be taken to Rajouri later
tonight, police sources said.

No outfit has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack which coines a
day after a colonel was killed in an
ambush in Anantnag district.

Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Farooq Abdullah con
demned the massacre of the po-
licemen, saying it was yet another
blatant attempt to sabotage the
peace process initiated by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavee

“Had Pakistan shown some

: sincerity to our peace proposals,

i these incidents could have been
prevented,” Abdullah told PT1
over phone from Jeddah where he
isleading a Haj goodwill mission.

Abdullah warned that militant

groups should not consider the
suspension of combat operations
against them as “our weakness”.
“These militants claim to be
warriors of Islam. But they do not
even know that such killings are
condemned by all religions.,” he
said. "I will pray to almighty in
this holy city that better sense pre-
vails upon Pakistani rulers and
militants who are leading the
state to destruction.” .
As news of the killings spread,

Two masked militants at a BSF garrison in Srinagar. (AFP)

the deputy inspector-general of
police rushed to Manjakote with
aruty columns to track down the
militants.

Friday’s attack was the second
on policemen since the ceasefire
was extended for three months on
February 21. Militants gunned
down a station house officer and
five security guards in Kokernag
last week.

State home minister Ali Mo-
hammad Sagar today said that a

Pakistani national was involved
in yesterday’s ambush at Janglat
Mandi in which the colonel and
four people were killed. Brigadier
Bikram Singh, who heads a
Rashtriya Rifles unit, was among
the wounded.

Sagar said in the Assembly
that one Mohi-ud-din, a Pakistani
national in the guise of a beggar,
opened fire on the army officers.

Brig. Singh, who was army
spokesman during the Kargil war,

Kashmir truce

was airlifted to Delhi last evening
for specialised treatment.

Pak on budget

Pakistan said it is taking “appropri-
ate steps” to counter India’s increa-
sed defence allocations. “Appropri-
ate steps are in the offing to counter
the threats posed by the increase in
India’s defence budget,” director-
general of Pakistan’s Inter-services
Public Relations Rashid Qureshi
said in Rawalpindi.




" Involve the Islamists
A Way Ouyof the Kashmir Impasse

\ /

HEN we launched our effort

18 months ago to construct a
framework for peace negotiations
that would finally and fairly settle
the Kashmir issue, the Vajpayee
government’s resolve and sincerity
were without doubt in my mind.
Achieving certain milestones, like
the militant ceasefire in July 2000
and then the Ramadan ceasefire
last November, were at the time
laudable goals in and of themselves
because they were designed to stop
the bloodshed.

But Mr Vajpayee’s latest cease-
fire extension leaves me with deep
concerns about whether an overar-
ching strategy is still in play, or
whether we are at the point of re-
ducing the peace initiative to a
mere propaganda ploy. The 90-day
extension can only have meaning if
it is followed with a rapid series of
concrete steps to widen the net
of participants on both sides of
the LoC.

This means bringing the likes of
Jamaat-e-Islami, Pakistan’s largest
and most vocally critical fundamen-
talist group — and perhaps its most
powerful political voice — into the
peace equation. And I mean the
boys in Lahore, not the puppets in
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad. It also
means ensuring whatever political
unity exists in the Valley now is not
destroyed by hardliners in New
Delhi who may be queuing up in
the “I told you it couldn’t work”
crowd if the APHC or other
political groups blow up in the
coming weeks.

Formulas for moving forward
have been constructed and, largely,
agreed upon. But dangerous signs
have appeared in the latest exten-
sion move which could reduce a
well-intentioned peace effort to
rubble because of unnecessary
obfuscation in New Delhi.

During my January visit to Islam-
abad, I concentrated my efforts on
finding an acceptable transition for
Jamaat-e-Islami from a harsh oppo-
nent of the reconciliation process to
a “trust-but- verify” partner for
peace. The rationale was obvious.
Jamaat controlled Kashmiri mili-
tant leader Syed Salahuddin, could
rouse Gen Pervez Musharraf with
street rallies at any moment, was
least controllable by the ISI and
had a man in Srinagar eschewing
the virtues of anti-secularism at
every opportunity.

Unlocking Jamaat’s door and get-
ting its hardliners to the peace table
was better than getting Mr Vajpay-
ee and Gen Musharraf in the same
room tagethar So [ went into the
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officgs of the very men whose virile

the key Jamaat leader re-
for Kashmir policy for
over two hours,

After explaining the extent of
goodwill Mr Vajpayee’s doves were
prepared to show and gaining an
appreciation of his political and re-
ligious sensitivities, I spoke with a
senior Indian government official
over my speaker-capable cell phone
in the Jamaat leader’s presence to
work out an acceptable formula for
incorporating the concerns of Pak-
istan’s religious groups in the peace
equation. While the details of that
formula are not appropriate for dis-
closure here, a formula was on the
way to being worked out.

It would address the issue of how
to characterise the “dispute” in
Kashmir. It would address the trian-
gulation problem. And it would re-
quire as a down payment only that

IN BRIEF

¢ The ceasefire extension must
be followed by steps to
include more participants on
both sides of LoC

e Hurriyat leaders should have
been allowed to go to
Pakistan as a gesture to
the Jamaat

» Areconciliation must
incorporate the positions of
all parties to the conflict

¢ Without engaging the
Islamists, there can be no
peace in Kashmir

Mr Vajpayee give all five Hurriyet
leaders their passports for what
would essentially be a marketing
trip to Pakistan. Perhaps every de-
tail wasn’t in place, but we made a
good start. New Delhi failed to
respond to the crack in the door
Jamaat opened that day.

If Mr Vajpayee was willing to
take his own opposition into confi-
dence recently prior to extending a
ceasefire during which the “kill
rate” in the Valley had not appre-
ciably changed, why could he not al-
low Jamaat the needed face-saving
mechanism a visit by Kashmiri
leaders, including Jamaat propo-
nent Mr Syed Ali Shah Jeelani,
would have afforded them? What
could Mr Jeelani say on Pakistani
soil against the Centre that he had
not already said? Jamaat needed to

create a proper consensus within its

own constituency. After all, even Is-
lamic fundamentalists need politi-
cal rationales to make peace with
their enemies.

It may not be too late to imple-
ment the formula now. It could pre-
vent important structural failures
from developing. There are strong
indications that Jamaat could use
the ceasefire’s various complica-
tions to simply strengthen its grip
on power in the Valley and set up
the conditions for much more en-
trenched resistance this summer. If
the APHC splits, as seems increas-
ingly likely, the divestiture of power
could allow Mr Jeelani to be in-
stalled as the leader of Hizbul Mu-
jahideen’s Valley operations, sup-
planting the more malleable Majid
Dar. Syed Salahuddin would not
lose much sleep over the change.

Militant operations next summer
would now have a unified political
and military commander under the
remote-controlled guidance of Qazi
Hussein Ahmed. Mr Jeelani’s aging
moral rectitude would enable the
militancy to reground itself indige-
nously in the very homes of those
sympathetic to his crusade, but mili-
tancy orders would come from La-
hore, Islamabad and who knows
where else.

And all this because the Centre
could not muster the foresight to let
an aging but respected Islamist
have a passport to go visit his broth-
ers-in-kind. Essentially, the Kash-
mir conflict would be reduced to Ja-
maat vs the Centre. In that equa-
tion, the Centre loses not only the
peace initiative but Mr Vajpayee
forces Gen Musharraf to adopt
publicly a harder line inside Pak-
istan to stave off an Islamist chal-
lenge at home just at the time his
budgets are coming up for review
and the Supreme Court is breathing
down his neck for an election
timetable. Can war be far behind?

Mr Vajpayee has 90 days to find a
way to engage Pakistan’s Islamist
movements for a lasting peace. A
just reconciliation is one which
identifies, incorporates and then it-
erates the political, military and in
this case — emotional positions of
all parties to the conflict. It is clear
that the governments of India and
Pakistan, and the Kashmiri people
have vested self- interests in Kash-
mir. It should now be clear that Is-
lamists do as well. Without giving
them a seat at the table, there
simply cannot be peace.

(The author is a member of the
US Council on Foreign Relations
and chairman of Crescent Invest-

ment Management in New York)
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,Ce‘elani criticises APHC for talking to
\

Centre while ignoring Pakistan .\

By M. Saleem Pandit
: The Times of India News Service
“SRINAGAR: Senior Jamait-e-Islami leader and former
¢hairman of the All-Parties Hurriyat Conference
- (APHC) Syed Ali Shah Geelani has blamed members
of the APHC for initiating a dialogue with the Centre ig-
* noring Pakistan, which, according to him, was required
" nder the APHC constitution.
Talking to this newspaper, Geelani criticised Abdul
* Ghani Lone and others for sharing a “socialist view”
and said that secularism had been a failure in India. Re-
+ iterating his belief in Islamic politics, Geelani said that
- Jslam was a complete code of life and “secular politics”
had no room in Jammu and Kashmir.

Asked about the inclusion of non-Muslims as mem-
bers in the APHC, he said Islam had allotted a special
position to non-Muslims too. Responding to reports
which said Jamait members too wanted to distance him
from the Hurriyat for his views on the resolution of the
Kashmir issue, the former chairman said it was not im-
portant whether he remained in the Hurriyat or not,
but he would not change his stand and surrender to the
viewpoint of some of the “secular politicians”. The
Hurriyat was not his identity, he said, adding that he had

been jailed in 1962 and had gained recognition o\er a
period of time by serving the cause of the people.

Jamait chief Ghulam Mohammad Bhat is reported to
have expressed his reservations about giving a religi
touch to the “Kashmir struggle” at a crucial closed- door
meeting of the Jamiat members here on Monday. One of
the members even joined the signature campaign within
the Hurriyat justifying the secular character of the APHC.
Reacting to Bhat’s aversion to his views on Islamic poli-
tics, Geelani said he would not change his views to please
anybody else. He said some young leaders in the Hurriy-
at had accused him of having an identity crisis which
seemed ridiculous given his long political career.

Lashing out at Lone, Geelani said that he had been a
“skeleton of contradiction and confusion throughout
his political career”.

Geelani recalled that when the Centre offered to hold
talks with the Hurriyat through Wajahat Habibullah and
later through R K. Mishra, he as chairman of the APHC
had declined to talk within the framewgrk of the consti-
tution. But without pointing at anyb6dy, Geelani said

some of the members were nowell bent on talking to
the Centre without adheringfo the basic principles of
the APHC manifesto.
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