Indla, Colombia S|gn trade

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. In a bid to
shore up their security and busi-
ness ties, India and Colombia to-
day decided to extend a $10
million trade promotion credit to
each other and discussed ways to
counter the international nexus
between drug trafficking and ter-
rorism.

During talks between the visit-
ing Colombian President, Mr.
Andres Pastrana Arango, and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, both leaders stressed
the need to combat the global
menace of drug trafficking, gun-
running and terrorism. They em-
phasised that terrorism could be
defeated only through joint ef-
forts of the international commu-
nity. Colombia backed India’s
initiative for a comprehensive
U.N convention against terror-
ism.

Colombia also welcomed In-
dia’s intention to resume com-
posite dialogue with Pakistan. It
called for the cessation of cross-
border terrorism so that an ap-
propriate environment for talks
could be created.

During the talks, the Colom-

bian President said his country
recognised India’s legitimate as-

The President, Mr. K.R. Narayanan and the Prime Minister, Mr.
A.B. Vajpayee, welcoming the Colombian President, Mr. Andres
Pastrana Arango, and his wife, Mrs. Nohra Puyana De Pustrana,
at a ceremonial reception at the Rashtrapati Bhawan on
Monday.— Photo: V. Sudershan

pirations to be included in an ex-
panded UN Security Council,
given New Delhi’s importance in
regional and world affairs.
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Both sides today signed
agreements to push trade
promote people-to-people
changes. These agreem- 1ts

ered the fields of wvisa and
passport facilities as cooperation
between their institutes involved
training diplomats.

Both countries pledged $10
million to each other to push their
trade. Mr. Vajpayee, on his part,
said that concerted effort was re-
quired to improve thei ~nnomic
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and mmerc1al ?elatlonshlp The
prominent items on the trade
agenda included computer soft-
ware, gems and jewellery, phar-
maceuticals, engineering and
automobiles. Making its interest
in Information Technology expli-
cit, the Colombian side sought In-
dian assistance to train 3,000 of its
IT professionais. Besides, the two

-agreed to formalise a preferential

trade agreement as weil as a tie up
on investment protection.

While committing themselves
to multilateralism and the Non-
Aligned Movement, they called
for equitable access in the global
economy. Both agreed to work to-
gether with the G-15 developing
countries in order to develop a
successful model of §
cooperation.

Additional judges
for Madras HC

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. The Presi-
dent, Mr. K.R. Narayanan, today
appointed Mr. justice Anthony
Packiaraj and Mr. Justice Alavan-
dar Kulasekaran as additional
judges of the Madras High Court
for a two-year period with effect
from the date they assume
charge, it was officially an-
nounced here today. — PTI




By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, MARCH 6. The visiting
President of Colombia, Mr.
Andres Pastrana, has condemned
the current vandalistic actions of
the Taliban as an “‘attack against
the whole humanity, against cul-
ture, religion and tolerance.”

Mr. Pastrana’s unease and wor-
ry clearly showed up when he, in
an interview today, responded to
questions on the destruction of
the ancient Buddhist icons by the
Taliban. He wondered whether
the world understood the import
of what was happening in Afghan-
istan. Colombia is the Chairman
of the U.N. Sanctions Committee
on Afghanistan but it, according
to Mr. Pastrana, did not have a
role in the matter (obviously be-
cause it was set up in a different
context with a different mandate).
But he expected a U.N. resolution
next week, denunciating the dem-
olition of the historic statues.

He repeated what he said at the
bangquet last night that “these ac-
tions hurt the world, as a whole,
as they represent a brutal offence
to tolerance and respect for cul-
tural and religious diversity.” This
problem, he said, deserved a clos-
er attention from the internation-
al community.

‘A common enemy’

Dealing with another major
concern, he spoke of his firm re-
solve to fight and eradicate the
narco- traffic which financed vio-
lence, terrorism and common de-
linquency in Colombia. He called
it a “‘common enemy” — on the
basis of what he was told by his
interlocutors here of the damage
wrought in India by trans-border

Mr. Andres Pastrana

terrorism, sustained and funded
by narcotics traffickers. This, ac-
cording to him, was a world prob-
lem and the international
community could not turn its
back on Colombia — “You and I
know that we will put an end to
this problem only if we confront it
together, under the principle of
shared responsibility.”

As for the guerilla problem, Mr.
Pastrana said that, for the first
time in the history of Colombia,
he had initiated a peace process
with the largest group, FARC
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia) and would soon in-
volve another group, ELN (Na-
tional Liberation Front) on the
basis of a 12-point agenda and
hoped to sign agreements with
them. It was not an easy job, he
said — “the road to peace did not
yield immediate results, yet it was
the only road.” And as he put it at
the banquet — he frequently re-

minded Colomglans f the—vzu
words of Gandhi that/“there ar
no roads to peace, peace is th
road.”

Under “Plan Colombia,” h
said he was working with the hel
of international donors (the pla
had four components — socio-ec-
onomic development, promoting
internal peace process, combat
against illicit drugs and institu-
tional reforms). Of the $7.5 bil-
lion, to be spent on it, the U.S.
had given $1.5 billion while the
European Union would be mak-
ing its contribution soon. What
about the misgivings caused
among Colombia’s neighbours
because of American involvement
in the anti-guerilla operations, he
was asked. Mr. Pastrana replied
that he had suggested to the U.S.
President, Mr. George W. Bush, to
enhance the Endean Trade Pref-
erential Act (covering, among
others, the U.S. Colombia, Boli-
via) as a means of collective in-
volvement in the fight against
narcotics “which is not the fight
by Colombia only, but of the
world, the entire humanity.” The
U.S. he added, was serious about
the fight against illicit drugs.

Mr. Pastrana first came here in
1983, as a journalist, at the time of
the NAM summit. Asked about his
recollection of that trip, he said it
was exciting, that being the first
opportunity of Colombia’s formal
entry into the NAM. He had in-
terviewed several persons — In-
dira Gandhi, the Palestinian
leader, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and did
a lot of reporting on India. And on
this visit, as his country’s Presi-
dent, he found a big change. He
would like to get some of India’s

~Taliban action attack on humamty’

/Sexpenen e 1n 1nform on tetT

nology, science, education, in-
dustry and had invited India's
private sector to invest in Colom-
bia (there was already a Bajaj fac-
tory there and he hoped to have
many more — also joint ven-
tures).

How did he see the situation in
the region? "It depends on how
you look at it. I was in Malaysia
and now am in India. They are
back on the track of growth and
investment.”

How could the two

countries get over the handicap of

distance? ‘‘Globalisation takes

care.”

Colombia recognised the con-
tinued relevance of the NAM,
would play an active role in it and
was a member of the trioka. It was
relevant because it helped “the

developing countries to take ad- |

vantage of one another's
ences to solve their problems.
India’s experience in information
technology could be highly useful
to developing countries.”

‘Miss being a journalist’

Did he miss journalism? “A lot.
I would like to be on the other
side — your side,”

experi- |

but he has-

tened to add that his present posi-

tion helped him “to work for the
country, for the peace process. 1
hope we could achieve peace.”
Supposing he had visited India
now in his old incarnation, as a

journalist, what type of questions |

he would be asked? Visibly foxed
by the “difficult” query, he said
he would have talked about Col-
ombia-India’s shared problem of
terrorism, ways Colombia could
take advantage of India’s experi-
ence and the like.

-
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