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Delayed trade
talks a jolt ;-
to Dhaka ties

Imran Rahman
Dhaka, December 25

INDIA-BANGLADESH ties got a
jolt as New Delhi deferred the
trade talks following Bangla-
desh’s rejection of new terms set
by India.

Bangladesh has been told the
talks, that had been slated for
December 26-27 in Dhaka , will be
held sometime in January or
later, Commerce Secretary Sohel
Ahmed said today.

Officials in Dhaka said India
preferred to hold annual trade
review this time encompassing
several new issues linked with
each other but Bangladesh pre-
ferred specific issues mainly
duty-free access of 25 category
products to India.

India proposed inter-linked
agenda like duty-free access with
transit or transshipment only
two weeks before (December 13)
when an Indian joint secretary
visited Bangladesh, officials
said.

They added that the time was
not sufficient enough to prepare
for such annual trade review
talks on extensive issués.

“We were interested in talks
on 25 categories and refused to
inter-link one issue with another
or setting pre-conditions,” a
senior commerce ministry offi-
cial said. He pointed out that
when Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee unilaterally
offered duty-free access of 25 cat-
egories of Bangladesh products
to Indian market, he did it with-
out setting any terms.

India is not considering
Bangladesh’s “genuine concern”
of gradually widening trade
deficit despite the fact that it
enjoys huge trade advantage of
around one billion US dollars
over Bangladesh, the official
said.

On the other hand, the Gov-
ernment of India persisted with
tariff concession on a reciprocal
basis and demanded duty conces-
sions by the Bangladeshi Gov-
ernment on 90 Indian items.

India even proposed that it
could agree to Dhaka’s demand
of duty-free access if it allows

KHALEDA ZIA

similar facility to 10-12 Indian
items.

“India could create a goodwill
through allowing duty-free
access of the 25 category items
but now we are confused if they
(India) are taking advantage,”
the ministry official regretted.
“We're confused over how much
they (India) are sincere about
our concern and could not under-
stand their intentions,” he
added.

In the proposed pre-review
talks, the official said,
Bangladesh wanted to see a good
gesture from India if they could
allow duty-free access of 25 cate-
gories of Bangladeshi products
and discuss expansion of the
Indo-Bangla trade pact.

A draft-modified agreement
has already been handed over to
the Indian joint secretary of
commerce when he visited
Dhaka on December 13, he
informed. He said that next year,
February-March could be a suit-
able schedule for annual trade
review following preview talks
on the long-delayed duty-free
access and the expansion of the
Indo-Bangladesh trade agree-
ment. The balance of trade
between Bangladesh and India
has always been in favour of
India. Bangladesh suffered a
deficit trade balance of $ 149.59 m
in 1990-91 that rose to $ 771.25 m
in 1999-2000. )

With the cancellation of the
talks, Bangladesh’s unilateral
decision to allow trans-shipment
of Indian fruits and allied prod-
ucts across the Bangia ‘terrtory
has also become uncertain.
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D/haka‘re-export’ corridor|

for Indian goods
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DHAKA WILL allow Indian man-
ufacturers to sell their products to
India’s north-eastern States using
Bangladeshi territory from early
next year.

The Khaleda Zia Government
will allow Bangladeshi compa-
nies to import Indian goods for re-
export to India, thus helping the
neighbouring country send its
own products to its remote hill’
States using Bangladesh territory.

The new trading arrangement
will come into effect on an experi-
mental basis early next year after
the National Board of Revenue
completes some formalities.

“It is neither transit nor trans-
shipment. It is simple as re-export
through back-to-back letters of
credit (LoC),” Commerce Minis-
ter Amir Khasru Mahmud

Imran Rahman
Dhaka, December 22
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Chowdhury told reporters in
Dhaka today as many in Dhaka
have viewed the arrangement as
the other name of trans-ship-
ment, a move the ruling BNP had
opposed while Awami League was
in power.

Similar re-export arrange-
ments exist also in the garment
trade in Bangladesh and Singa-
pore and Hong Kong have long
been benefiting from such busi-
ness arrangements with third
countries, he said.

Under the new arrangement,
Bangladeshi traders will import
Indian fruits and vegetables from
one point through LoG and re-
export those to other bordering
states.

Bangladeshi carriers will
carry the consignments from one
point to another within Bangla-

tONE

will add minimum 10 per cent
value to the commodities as well
as provide business to Bang-
ladesh’s private transport sector,
the Minister said explaining the
arrangement, which is expected
to come into effect from early next
year.

Moreover, Khasru felt, the
arrangement would give Bang-
ladesh a chance to introduce its
merchandises to bordering seven
north-eastern Indian States. Ini-
tially, the cross-border trade will

- continue for six months on exper-

imental basis and if found viable,
it will be extended further, the
Commerce Minister said.

What's wrong if both the Gov-
ernment and the private sector
benefit out of it, he asked making
it clear that the arrangement is
completely different both i

deshi territory. cept and practice from sitand
The re-export arrangement transhipment.
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support source for Ulfa N

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, December 19

BANGLADESH IS once again
emerging as a major source of
support for Ulfa. A section of the
new dispensation in that coun-
try has started extending a help-

ing hand to the rebel outfit, Intel- .

ligence sources say.

This would give Ulfa, as well
as other militant outfits in the
Northeast, a fresh lease of life.
Bangladesh had gradually cut off
support to Ulfa during the last
Awami League Government's
tenure. But with the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) back in
power, the support lines to Ulfa
. are being activated again.

A section within the BNP as
well as the Bangladesh security
forces and the Intelligence estab-
lishment is vehemently anti-
Indian. This section had, in the
past too, provided Ulfa with a lot
of support, including logistics
and help in setting up bases.
~ With Ulfa being asked to move
out of Bhutan, this help from
anti-Indian forces in Bangladesh
has come as a great relief.

“This is emerging as a source
of worry. Ulfa was on the run pri-
marily because it could no
Jonger count on Bangladesh’s

support and its supply routes
through that country were
plugged. The new Government
there is perceived to be anti-Indi-
an and this has encouraged sec-
tions of the establishment there
to extend support to Ulfa once
more. This will put the clock
back on our anti-insurgency
operations against this outfit,”
an Intelligence officer said.

But more than Bangladesh,
what has been worrying the
defence and Intelligence estab-
lishment here is the unguarded
Siliguri corridor as well as the
Darjeeling Hills and Sikkim.

“The Ulfa rebels have been
using this corridor to cross into
Bangladesh over the past two
months. They know they will ulti-

" mately have to fold up their oper-

ations in Bhutan and are thus
looking for new bases. Ban-
gladesh is obvious choice now
and they have also been using
Bangladesh to get into the Garo
Hills of Meghalaya where, again,
vigil is lax. The Ulfa cadres can-
not cross over from Bhutan to
Assam. So they are using this cir-
cuitous route,” a senior military
Intelligence officer said.

Ulfa has set already set up
bases in areas neighbouring
Saidpur, Rangpur, Jamalpur and

Thakurgaon of Bangladesh.
From these bases, they have
been making forays into the
Garo Hills and receiving support
from the migrant Muslim popu-
lation in the border areas of
Meghalaya.

“We have to step up vigil along
the Indo-Bangladesh border in
Meghalaya now. The MHA has
already sent a directive to the
Meghalaya Government in this
regard. But most important, we
have to sanitise the Siliguri cor-
ridor and ensure that the insur-
gents do not use it to cross over
to Bangladesh,” the officer said.

“We are also worried over
another route that Ulfa may use
to cross over into Nepal—
through the Darjeeling Hills and

Sikkim. That’s hilly terrain and |
keeping watch is difficult. The |

only way out is to gear up the
Intelligence machinery so that
we get to know befoerehand about
the rebels’ movements and nab
them.

he primary responsibility here
lies with the State police Intelli-
gence. That’s supposed to be the
frontline Intelligence agency.
Unfortunately, nothing is being
done to make it effective,” the
central intelligence officer said.
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Bangla aliens take over 1slg9d
officials look the other way

, Subbondu Mald in KMC}‘ Vgé\)-

Dec. 10. - Indian territory has again been oc-
cupied by foreign nationals, but this time the
“Infiltrators™ are watching the latest blockbust-
ers on video while Intelligence agencies are
busy pushing files.

A remote Bay of Bengal island, Jambudwip,
which falls under the jurisdiction of South 24-
Parganas, has become home to more than
1,000 Bangladeshis.

They have been sneaking into Indian waters,
dodging Coast Guard over the past two years
and have now literally taken over Jambudwip.
Most of the infiltrators, state and Central In-
telligence agencies told The Statesman, are
Bangladeshis, involved in fish and timber
smuggling. More alarming for the authorities
are reports that the infiltrators run what
amounts to a parallel administration on the is-
land.

Officials said Indian fishermen too have en-
croached upon the island and many of them
have been putting pressure on the district ad-
ministration not to take any action against the
Bangladeshis as their presence ensures liveli-
hood for the locals. Also, the Indian fisherman
believe that any move to drive out the Bangla-
deshis would include action against them as
well.

The district authorities discovered this ille-
gal occupation of Indian territory only last
year. This was possible because they were in-
formed of it by activists of an NGO working
on environmental issues who had visited the

island on receiving reports about illegal felling
of trees. But the administration took no ac-
tion.

Now, a worried Intelligence Bureau has tak-
en serious note of the matter. An IB team from
Delhi visited Jambudwip recently and submit-
ted its report to the Union home ministry. The
state Intelligence branch too has finally got its
act together and reported back to the state
government.

VAN

IB reports say the Bangladeshi infiltrators
have been running a parailel administration
for the past two years. Officials, in fact, point
to the neglect of the sea-route used by infiltra-
tors by the state government which has concen-
trated its attention on preventing illegal migra-
tion across the land border with Bangladesh in
Malda, North Dinajpur, North 24-Parganas,
Nadia and Murshidabad.

The island is located quite far from the
mainland and it takes a boat more than five
hours to reach it, even longer when the sea is
rough. This is one of the reasons, officials say.
for the laxity in the vigil around the island. Per-
haps the irony of such a statement after the
Kargil war is lost on them.

The IB is now certain that the presence of
the Bangladeshis pose a threat to the security
of the country and action must be taken imme-
diately. Mr Alapan Bandyopadhay. district
magistrate, South 24-Parganas. told The
Statesman: “We have discussed the matter with
the state home department and other authori-
ties concerned, including the Coast Guard.
The encroachers will be evicted from the istand
soon.” Mr Bandopadhyay, however, refused to
say how many islanders are actually foreign na-
tionals.

The Bangladeshis started coming to the
island in 1999 when they cleared a large area of
foliage to build their houses. Now, shops and
even video parlours (run on generators as the
island has no electricity) have sprouted in the
villages.

Turn to Jambudwip on p,V
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‘Ground reality digf)roves
BSF clalms on in

Q) Q__)v

THE BSF might be talking of a
trickle of Bangladeshi oustees
returning home reassured by
the gestures of the Khaleda Zia
Government, but the ground
reality is different.

Frightened people continue
to cross over illegally to escape
violence that erupted after the
October parliamentary polls
across the border.

The arrival of traumatised

- and tired Bangladeshis at vil-
lages in the Bongaon and
Basirhat subdivision continues
unabated. Security officials sta-
tioned in these areas say they’'ve
never seen minority community
members flee the neighbouring
country in'such large numbers.

Villagers have provided shel-
ter to hundreds of such fami-
lies. Alok Halder, a social work-
er from Thakurnagar village in
Bongaon sub-division, confirms
that the flight of minority com-
munity Bangladeshis hasn’t
stopped. “They come everyday -
from Bagherhat, Faridpur,
Rajsahi and other districts of

~ Bangladesh. The BSF’s claims

aren’t correct. They have either
taken note of those who crossed
over legally, or have given the
number of people pushed back.

Families which have taken shel-

ter in these villages would never
identify themselves as

Bangladeshis out of the fear of

being thrown out. This being
the situation, the BSF’s con-
tention doesn’t hold water.

Things aren’t back to normal in

Bangladesh.” Halder and some

local youth have been providing
food to nearly 50 families which

Dipankar Bose
Bongaon, December 3
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‘DEATH STALKED\
US IN DHAKA

“I HAD to flee Dhaka with my
daughter, otherwise they
would have killed both of us.
They (BNP men) were threat-
ening us continuously and
our lives were at stake. We
had to abandon our careers
and the house,” said a sob-
bing Narayan Biswas (name
changed on request).

Biswas, a professor in a
Dhaka college, crossed over
with his daughter to India
after BNP rowdies demanded
1 lakh Taka from him as
“penalty for him”.

HTC, Bongaon

have taken shelter in and
around Thakurnagar.

The Indo-Bangla border has
been divided into two halves—
the North Bengal section and
South Bengal. The BSF patrols
both these zones. The South
Bengal stretch is of around
11,058 km, out of which 6,050 km
is riverine. This section is most
vulnerable. For, both infiltra-
tion and ‘push back’ rates are
higher than the Northern one,
senior BSF officials say.

The southern section has 229
outposts to keep a vigil on the
entire stretch. IG, BSF (South
Bengal) S B Kakati feels that
this particular zone is rather
difficult to control as the rate of
smuggling and infiltration is
much higher than that of the
Northern Section. “We’ve been
facing severe shortage of man-
power and modern équipment

ration

to check border crime. Fencing
has not been completed. But, I
still feel that not more than 2,000
people have crossed over from
all fronts of Bengal in the after-
math of the Bangladesh Elec-
tions”, says Kakati. On the con-
trary, I-G BSF (North Bengal), K
S Vora, says that infiltration of
minority community people
from the neighboring country
continues unabated. “The
reduced strength of the BSF in
North Bengal has adversely
affected guarding of the 1066.08-
km stretch. We have apprehend-
ed more than 200 Bangladeshis
in the area since the BNP came
to power in October. 20
Bangladeshi intruders have
been gunned down by the forces
till the last week of November”,
said Vora, a few days ago, in
connection with the 37th Rais:
ing Day.

Contradictory versions of the
BSF top-brass clearly present
the actual picture of the border
areas. Tapati Mondal, a tout,
operating in the Basirhat subdi-
vision says ‘business’ has been
good after the October elections
in Bangladesh.

Several families have crossed
over in the recent days, taking
Tapati’s help. “ You just can’t
refuse them. They are scared
and need to get in. Most of them
try to avoid the BSF, as they risk
a push back threat, if caught or
at times they also have to bear
tortures at the hands of some
eccentric personnel inside the
force”, says Tapati.

The ‘reversal’ process which
BSF officials claim has started
some time now seems to hold a
lose ground when it comes to.

the ground realities. //

THE HINDUSTAN TIES
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@W {BANGLADESH SITUATION / ATROCITIES ON HINDUS

g

ur Special Correspondent

NoV. 23. The issue of atrocities on
articularly Hindus, in Bangladesh
tallation of the Khaleda Zia re-
gime, evoked concern among members in the
Lok Sabha today with the Opposition de-
manding a statement by the Government.

Raising the issue during zero hour, Mr. Vijay
Kumar Malhotra (BJP) quoted newspaper re-
ports about incidents of rape, murder, vio-
lence and arson against members of the
Hindu community.

He said the country’s anguish must be con-
veyed to the Bangladesh Government. Hindus
were ‘being asked to leave Bangladesh and
thousands had to flee and take shelter in India.
The protection of the Hindus had been en-
sured under the Nehru- Liaqat pact, he added.

The Congress chief whip, Mr. Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi, said nothing should be done to
disturb the harmonious relations between the
two neighbours. He sought to know the out-
come of the recent mission of the National
Security Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, to Dhaka
at the behest of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee. His remark, that the persecu-

tion of Bangladeshis living here should be
stopped, drew a wave of protest from the Trea-
sury Benches.

Describing the matter as ““very serious and
sensitive”’, Mr. Somnath Chatterjee of the CPI
(M) said either the Prime Minister or the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister should have been pre-
sent in the House. Claiming that the West
Bengal Government was fully aware of the
“human problem,” he called for a “balanced
approach” by the Government in responding
to the situation. Dr. Nitish Sengupta (Trina-
mool Congress) said every effort should be
made to strengthen the voice of reason in Ban-
gladesh and added that the tide of protests in
Dhaka against such incidents was also rising.

Mr. Shivraj Patil, Mr. S. Jaipal Reddy and Ms.
Margaret Alva, all from the Congress, said that
any response which was not carefully thought
out could lead to tension.

It was left to the Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister, Mr. Pramqd Mahajan, to assure the
members that the Government had already
taken up the matter with the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment. While stating that it was a ‘“sensitive
matter’, he said India had always wanted
good, friendly ties with Bangladesh.

Opp03|t|on demands statement in LS

He said he would convey their feelings to
the Prime Minister and if necessary, the Gov-
ernment would make a statement on the issue

-or have a discussion in the House.

‘Centre being soft’
PTI reports from Nagpur:

The RSS today said the Government should
solve diplomatically the issue of “atrocities”
against Hindus in Bangladesh which, it al-
leged, were on the rise after the new Govern-
ment assumed power there.

The RSS disapproved of the “soft” attitude
of the Centre towards Dhaka while handling |
the “‘excesses” on the Hindu community, the
outfit's spokesperson, Mr. M.G. Vaidya, told
presspersons here.

He said the Government should ensure that
the displaced Hindus were not ill-treated on
Indian soil and criticised incidents of their ar-
rests, cane charge and opening of fire on a
mob in the border distrits.

They should be provided all necessary help
and assistance on humanitarian grounds and

authorities must make a dlstmctlon between
refugees and infiltrators.
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EU-India textile

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 22. The European Union has offered
to conclude a bilateral textile agreement with India
to accelerate quota increases and easier market ac-
cess prior to the existing schedule for dismantling of
January 1, 2005. In return, it is seeking easier market
access for the European textile industry through tar-
iff reductions. The visiting E.U. Trade Commission-
er, Mr. Pascal Lamy, said similar agreements had
already been concluded with Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Ukraine. In the case of Pakistan, the agreement envi-
saged a 15 per cent increase in quotas by 2002 in
" return for a five per cent cut in tariffs.

In the case of India, he indicated that the E.U.
would expect greater concessions in view of the fact
that it had a large potential market. At the same
time, the E.U. members would have to appreciate
the element of “asymmetry” in the system while
dealing with developing countries.

Addressing a news conference, he said the pro-
posal had been "‘on the table” since December last
year but India had only now shown interest. Explo-
ratory talks would begin soon but he said it would be
difficult to give any indication whether the agree-
ment would ultimately become a reality.

On the multilateral level, he said the proposal for
relaxing textile quotas had been opposed by the U.S.
and Canada. The E.U. did not have the authority to
negotiate on this issue, he said, therefore it was not
possibleta'take any steps in this direction. Currently

accord on the cards

@r,,\ﬁﬁ‘é matter had been referred to a committee which

would submit a report by mid-2002.

Mr. Lamy discussed the issue of the bilateral tex-
tile agreement with the Commerce Minister, Mr.
Murasoli Maran, and the Textiles Minister, Mr.
Kashiram Rana, at a meeting here today.

On the new generalised system of preferences, he
sought to reassure that in no way would it be un-
favourable to India. It would either be as good or
better than the previous one, he said.

Regarding the Indian demand for extending the
GSP benefits to more items, Mr. Lamy said the E.U.
was unable to consider it as India was not part of the
special preference groups like African and Carib-
bean countries nor was it.a least developed country
(LDC). 2{ L (r
Regarding the specific 1ssfies raised by India for
parity in tariff structure for gherkins and cut flowers,
he said it would be difficult td give India concessions
on the same lines as the ACP countries owing to the
E.U. free trade agreement with the region. Highlight-
ing areas of interest for the E.U., he referred to li-
quor, steel, antibiotics, marble, jewellery and paper.

Mr. Lamy also expressed the view that the propos-
al to introduce investment and competition issues at "
the WTO would ultimately benefit India. It would
provide stability, predictability and transparency to
the investment climate, thereby providing comfort
to investors. He also stressed that the E.U. was not
looking at a remake of the failed multilateral in-
vestment agreement prepared by the OECD.
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/7 ¢ :\INFILTRATORS 7\

| (Continued from page 1)

The BSF has tightened vigil
along the border. Jawans are
patrolling villages and check-
ing identity cards of villagers.
Mr Prasanta Bhadra, a BJP
worker, said: “We are trying
to rehabilitate the infiltrators
as per the directions of our
leaders.”

He said: “We had handed over
some infiltrators to the district
authorities so that they could
be taken care of till they felt it

safe to return. But they were
pushed back in a haste.”

BJP wants report: Mr Jana
Krishnamurthy, BJP chief,
has sought a report on the
conditions under which
Bangladeshi immigrants live
in West Bengal. He asked for
the report when the state BJP
president, Mr Asim Ghosh,
met him in Delhi over the
past two days.

BDO heckled: Ms Susmita
Mukherjee, block developrienit.
officer II, Habra was allegedly’:

heckled by a\ group of
Bangladeshi refygees this
afternoon.

The refugees settled in Guma
had gone to submit a deputaion,
demanding the inclusion of
their names in the voters’ list.

They went on the rampage
following heated exchanges.
They damaged the BDO’s car
and also attacked several
office staff.

Nine people have been arr-

ested in connectipn Avith the '
incident. /
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“Search on to flush out m%trators

KOLKATA Nov. 22. — Police have be conductmg house-to- :
house search operations along the Sutia Horder in North 24-Par- |
ganas to flush out Bangladeshis who have illegally crossed the
border.

Around 200 infiltrators were arrested from different parts of
Bongaon sub-division over the past few days, police said.

They have been remanded in custody and will be sent back to
Bangladesh soon, Mr Harisen Verma, SP, North 24-Parganas
said.

Police have marked Charugacchi, Laskipur, Jamtala, Gangulia,
Boira and other villages near the Bangladesh border to check in- :
filtration. ‘
The Statesman had reported on 18 November that influx of
Hindus from Bangladesh had increased recently in this area and :
that villagers and BJP workers were providing them with shelter.

R After police operations started Indian villagers have grown wary
of sheltering the Bangladeshis.

Police are questioning local BJP workers about the makeshift
camps set up for infiltrators. The administration has also banned
the use of microphones which BJP workers used to request villag-
ers to provide temporary shelter to the Bangladeshis on human- :
itarian grounds. |

The BJP alleged that police had taken away-clothes and blan-
kets, to be given to the Bangladeshis, kept in the party offices.

Bangladeshi chlldren line up for food at Babupara in Thakur Nagar, ‘
North 24-Parganas, on Thursday. — The Statesman B See INFILTRATORS: page 4 |
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By Our Special Cdrrespondent

DHAKA, NoV. 18. The new Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister, Mr. M.
Morshed Khan, has emphasised
the need for closer relations be-
tween India and Bangladesh for
mutual benefit.

A successful businessman-
turned politician, Mr. Khan, who
assumed charge of the Ministry
on Sunday, told journalists that
neither India nor Bangladesh
could afford to have bad relations
due to geographical proximity.

“As close neighbours it is in
each other’s benefit to maintain
friendly relations”.

Mr. Khan said the issue of the
export of the country’s natural gas
to India was not a “sensitive one-
....because it will be dealt from a
practical and pragmatic perspec-
tive”.

Answering questions on the is-
sue which has already made the
country's  Opposition parties
highly critical, Mr. Khan said, *“‘we
will sell gas after ascertaining our
reserve and meeting domestic re-
quirements. And if we do so, we

will sell it to the highest bidder’".

“If and when we decide to sell
the gas, it might be to India which
would be in a position to give us
the highest price due to geo-
graphical proximity”.

He, however, believed that the
country would have to quantify
the actual reserve, formulate a gas
policy, which included an esti-
mate of its stock and projection of
domestic utilisation over a period
of time.

The new Foreign Minister also

talked frankly about another key
issue, the transit through Bangla-
desh to India.
“We must see it (the transit issue)
both from a regional perspective
and an economic perspective’.
Bangladesh must see what eco-
nomic benefits it would gain if the
transit is given. “We must see if
60-tonne trucks can ply on our
highways, what would be the eco-
nomic cost of building and main-
taining the roads and whether
that is recoverable from tran-
sit.....the bottomline is what our
people are getting for any eco-
nomic deal”.

/Eggladesh keen on closer
o\u ties with India +-

Calling for boosting foreign in-
vestment through regional and
sub-regional cooperation, Mr.
Khan said economic diplomacy
would be his priority.

Explaining the cancellation of
next year’s Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM) Summit in Dhaka by
the new Government, Mr. Khan
said “it was in the fitness of things
that after the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks in the U.S., we called
it off as we could not ensure secu-
rity of so many heads of State and
Government’'.

On exodus of minorities from
the country, following post-elec-
tion violence, he said he had not
heard of any member of the mi-
nority community leaving from
his constituency (Chittagong).

“Why should any one leave the
country? | have
not heard any one going because
of suffering. One would leave if
one had better opportunities.”

Mr. Khan said Bangladesh
would take part in the peacekeep-
ing operations in Afghanistan if
any request was made by the

United Nations. /
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Delhi must take p mlnonty issue with Dhaka -

TH the BSF killjng a 10 year-old-Bangladeshi Hindu

girl along the north Dinajpur-Bangladesh border and |
shooting another Bangladeshi Hindu boy along the Cooch-
behar-Bangladesh border, the fate of minorities in that coun-

try is getting worse. These children were shot while fleeing }
from the post-poll minority bashing in Bangladesh and trying |

to enter India with their families. Although Sushma Swaraj
says that the recent immigrants from Bangladesh should be
treated as refugees as per UN norms, Delhi has instructed
the BSF to shoot anyone crossing illegally. Obviously there is
an inherent contradiction here which needs to be sorted out if

ore such shooting tragedies are to be avoided. Already
housands, along with their meagre belongings, are waiting
n the Bangladesh border. But the BDR under instructions
from Begum Khaleda Zia’s government, are not allowing |
them to cross to save themselves embarrassment. Leading
Dhaka dailies have published heart rending reports on their
plight and the failure of the administration to instill
confidence in them to return to their hearth and home. Tough
action on the ground would prove Begum Zia’s sincerity but
even last week her party supporters went on a rampage near
Chittagong killing minorities and destroying their places of
worship. This raises,doubts about her government’s political
sincerity. <

Those who have returned. have agaln een atfacked and
made homeless and the culprits are roaming freely as the
minorities are too scared to file cases against them. The police
refuse to record even rape cases. Delhi has to take into

.account the humanitarian side of the tragedy. It cannot shoot

down those fleeing from death, dishonour and repression. |
One hopes that the anxiety to get natural gas from Dhaka

will not prompt it to do a deal on Bangladeshi minorities. ‘
Delhi should insist that Begum Zia tackle the problem of |
communal frenzy properly and not let the adjoining Indian 3
states suffer either infiltration or exodus of refugees. !

THE STATESMAR

16 WOV UL



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MALDA, Nov. 10. — A 12-year-old girl

was killed and her 17-year-old brother
injured when BSF jawans fired at a
group of Bangladeshis crossing the bor-
der into North Dinajpur district last
night.

‘The victinms belonged to a group of
about nine people ﬂeemg their homes
in Khangaon village in Pirganj thana
area of Dinajpur district in Bangla-
desh, following alleged atrocities on
Hindus by Muslim fundamentalists in
that country.

This is the first instance of the BSF
firing at Hindu families fleeing Ban-
gladesh since 15 October.

More than 100 refugees have report-
edly sought refuge in different parts of
North and South Dinajpur and Malda
districts so far, according to Border
Security Force officers.

Only a few days ago, local BSF offi-
cials deployed in the region were re-
portedly instructed by their higher-ups
in New Delhi to prevent any further in-
trusions from across the border.

A BSF official said the directive
reaching them from Delhi had stated,
infiltrators should be pushed back and
jawans on duty should not hesitate to
open fire.

The incident occurred at about 9.30

SUSHMA HARD mL

KOLKATA, Nov. 10. — Mrs Sushma
Swaraj, the Union minister for infor-
mation and cultural affairs, today said
ts from Bangla-

the recent immigran
desh should be treated as refugees as
per the norms laid down by the United
Nations Organisation.

It is the state government’s responsi-

bil.ié.y to look after their welfare, she
said.
The Union minister for information
and cultural affairs said the Centre
was ready to offer all assistance in this
matter.

The Government of India had sent a
strong message to the Bangladesh gov-
ernment on this issue through Mr Bra-
jesh Mishra, who had visited
Dhaka.

— SNS

p-m.at Bindole near the Bahor border

‘out-post in the Raiganj thana of the

district. Jawans manning the post be-
longed to the Border Security Force’s
97th battalion.
~According to officials, the BSF fired
ten rounds at the intruders after the
latter refused to halt.

While the girl, Daya Rani Khettri,
died at the spot, her brother Santo

Khettri was admitted to the Raiganj

| hospital

e others accompanying them re-
main untraced.

Santo was hit by a bullet in the abdo-
men. Later, after surgery, he told in-
vestigating police officers, “We had
been tortured in Bangladesh so we de-
cided to come over to India.”

He apprehended, his father, who is
missing, “might have died in the firin-

The chief minister, when asked to
comment on last night’s incident, said
at Writers’ Building, he had sought de-
tails of the firing from the district au-
thorities.

According to Mr Gupta, initial re-
ports reaching him said Border
Security Force personnel had fired af-
ter being attacked with swords by a
group of people who were trying to
cross the border.

Mr Pankaj Banerjee, leader of the Op-
position, condemned the incident and
said, “We've been requesting the state
government to provide protection to
refugees. Our request has been recipro-
cated with firing.”

Mr Abdul Karim Choudhury, Trina-
mul Congress MLA of north Bengal,
has been asked to send a detailed re-
port to the sf party leadership on
the issue.

ME STATESMAS
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KOLKATA, Nov. 7. - The chief

. minister has asked the admin-

. istration of nine districts bor-
i dering Bangladesh to send him

reports on the influx of Bangla-

" deshis into India.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya

» said, “I don’t think the problem
! is very serious” , but admitted to
 having instructed the district

administration of the nine dis-

tricts to not be complacent. The

' chief minister has also requested

BSF authorities to step up vigil.
Mr Subhas Chakraborty said

" the influx had reached alarm-

ing proportions. He said that
during his recent visit to Tan-
gra village in Bonga sub-divi-
sion, Bangladeshis were found
entering the country in large
numbers. He said there was in-
filtration earlier but now the
numbers are 1ncreas1ng

Mr Chakraborty said the chief
minister has apprised the Prime
Minister of the situation. “We
feel for them and we will have to
maintain communal harmony,”
Mr Chakraborty added.

The transport minister said Ba-
ngladeshis are putting up on Je-
ssore Road, Hakimpur and Swa-
rupnagar in Bonga subdivision.

“The former Awami League
government was pro-Indian but
after the present BNP govern-
ment came to power, the situa-
tion has changed.”

Asked if he'd any differences

with Mr Bhattacharya in the past

year, he said Mr Bhattacharya
has duly discharged his duties.

He said: “I don’t have any dif-
ferences in policy with the chief !
minister, Otherwise I won’t
have been inducted in his cabi-
net. Differences are always
there and it can be noticed even
in a family.

I+ e e A e e e e

e

7 update on®
Banglu influx

BANGLADESHI SHOT %

MALDA Nov. 7.~ A Bangla- l
deshl national stated to be a | “
\ smuggler was shot dead by || '
| BSF personnel at Sonamatia | \
iborder outpost early today, || !
' the Superintendent of Police, |’ ’
| North Dinajpur, said. The ' |
\ victim was a resident of Tha- |
kurgaon, Bangladesh. '
f BSF jawans fired more than

i five rounds when some peo- !
' ple tried to cross over to the =

' Bangladeshi side from India. .
. The identification of fami-

i lies that have come from

| Bangladesh continues. Till |
I date, 12 families in Malda -
and South Dinajpur have ben
1dent1ﬁed SNS

It is the Opposmon s pohcy to
create differences within the
members of the ruhng party.”
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‘ MALDA Nov. 12. — Absence of
| fences along certain stretches
' of the Indo-Bangla border is
. making it difficult to check in-
| filtration, say BSF officials.

! “It is very difficult to check in-
 filtration because long stretch-

' es of the border are unfenced”,
' a senior BSF official said.
| Where the border is open, Ban-
| gladeshi families are crossing
T over with ease. “Vigil has been
| stepped up but it is difficult to
‘" check infiltration during
| nights. Immigrants manage to

. evade patrol parties”, he said.
| According to latest reports 15
Bangladesh1 families have
taken refuge in the Radhika-
| pur and Dahngaon areas of Ka-

liaganj block of North DmaJ-
pur. The BDO, Kaliaganj has
sent officials to check on the
exact number of Bangladeshi
refugees.

Barely 40 percent of the 500-
km border in Malda, North and
South Dinajpur, is fenced.

In Malda, fencing is absent
along a 68-km stretch.. South
Dinajpur shares a 227 km
border with Bangladesh. A
57-km stretch in Kumarganj,
Hili and Bansihari areas is to-
tally unfenced.

The North Dinajpur police
has left for the Bahor border
out-post to hand over the body
of the 12 year old girl who was
killed in BSF firing on Satur-
day night.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Nov. 12. — Mr Anil
Biswas today said the influx fr-
om Bangladesh is a “human
problem” and the government
is looking into it “with utmost
seriousness”.

The CPI-M state secretary
said the government would
have to consider all aspects be-
fore taking a decision on
dealing with the situation.
“One has to be careful about ru-
mours triggering panic.”

The BJP today said the govern-
ment was handling the influx
problem very “casually”. “The

Refu\g ¢ crisis a human problem: Anil

state administration has assur-
ed that it is keeping a watch on
the situation. That is not
enough”, Mr Muzaffar Khan,
state unit vice president, said.

The BJP has asked the gov-
ernment to set up temporary
camps for the Bangladeshi fam-
ilies. The party has instructed
its border districts units to
“stand by” the refugee families.
Bangladesh’s minority popula-
tion is now facing the wrath of
the “communal fringe” of the
new government and both the
Centre and the state should
take special measures to save
them, Mr Khan said.

Pranab reaction: Mr Pranab
Mukherjee today said people cr-
ossing over from Bangladesh
should not be pushed back
forcibly. The state should play a
constructive role in this regard.
“The government should take up
the issue with the Centre and the
Bangladesh government and ex-
tend eooperation to the Bangla-
deshis camping in various parts
of the border districts”, he said.
The leader of the Opposition,
said the government has not set
up a single relief camp in the af-
fected areas. “Rather, the refu-
gees are being put behind bars
and termed infiltrators”, he said.
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- Differentiate refugees from infiltrators: BIP

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 5. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today stated there
was need to ‘differentiate” be-
tween the influx of “refugees”
from Bangladesh who were being
harassed in their country and
were forced to flee and others
who were “infiltrators” coming
across the border. However, the
party general secretary, Ms. Maya
Singh, who made the statement,
failed to clarify the criterion to be
used to make this distinction. In-
dia should urge Bangladesh to
protect its own minorities, she
added.

In the past the party’s stand
had clearly been that the Hindus
who cross over to India were refu-
gees as they come because of reli-
gious harassment and
intolerance, while the Muslims
who come in were “infiltrators.”
But today Ms. Singh was shy
about making the distinction on
grounds of religion, although she
made it clear that all the Hindus
who cross the border should be
treated as_‘“refugees”, stopping
short of declaring that all the
Muslims who come here were in-

BJP workers protesting outside the Bangladesh Deputy High
Commissioner’s Office in Kolkata on Monday, against the
recent attacks on the Hindu community in that
country. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

filtrators. In a statement the party
saiq that ever since the new Ban-
gladesh National Party coalition
Government had come to power
“persecution of the Hindus has
started in full swing” leading to
“Hindu pogroms” and a fresh in-
flux of refugees.

She said the Left Front Govern-

ment in West Bengal had “put a
lid on all news” related to this in-
flux and was protecting its “Ben-
gali Muslim vote bank™.

The party suggested a strong
diplomatic offensive on the issue
and adequate publicity of atroc-
ities against the Hindus in Ban-
gladesh. It was also imperative to

L5
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make a clear and “official” dis-
tinction between “refugees” and
“infiltrators” so that they could
be treated differently.

The party has also criticised the
alleged strong arm tactics used by
the Chhatisgarh Chief Minister,
Mr. Ajit Jogi, against the Adivasi
Vikas Parishad. The Opposition
leader in the State, Mr. Nand Ku-
mar Sai (BJP), today said that Mr.
Jogi’s goons blackened the faces
of the adivasis, had them beaten
up and forcibly got the Parishad
to declare him a tribal. Ms. Singh
charged Mr. Jogi with encourag-
ing and leading hooligans.

Violence in Nabarangpur

PTI reports from Bhubanesh-
war:

Violence rocked Raighar block
of Nabarangpur district in south
Orissa with angry tribals setting
fire to shops belonging to the
Bangladeshi settlers in Jodinga
village today. According to official
sources, the tribals had cut off
roads and put up road blocks at
several places. The area had re-
mained tense following clashes
between the tribals and the set-
tlers over land disputes. /
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/Premature judgments on Khaleda Zia’s policies on India will create unnecessary tension

Prejudice and potentials

n the excitement of the United

States of America’s miilitary cam-

paign against international ter-

rorism, gnd our pre-occupation

with Pakistan’s developing equa-
tions with the US, we have tended to ig-
nore the reality of our foreign policy
having other concerns and interests. No
country’s foreign policy can be success-
ful it if becomes unidimensional in the
focus of its attention. .

A major development in our neigh-
bourhood has been the change of gov-
ernment in Bangladesh after the elec-
tions held in that country in October.
Hasina Wajed’s Awami League govern-
ment was defeated in this election by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party led by
Khaleda Zia. Her electoral victory was a
landslide phenomenon which has sur-
prised opposition parties in Bangladesh
somewhat. But then, political phenome-
na are never a matter of logic or statisti-

- cal calculations. This is especially so in
the case of electoral politics.

The prime minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, has shown practicality and real-
ism by sending his principal secretary
and national security advisor, Brajesh
Mishra, to Dhaka as special envoy in the
second half of October. Vajpayee was
also the first to greet Khaleda Zia on her
assumption of power. She has returned
to power after a gap of five years. Her
coming to power has been viewed with
some concern and apprehension in the
Indian media and political circles.
This concern is rooted in the general
perception that Khaleda Zia and the
BNP are generally suspicious of India
and are anti-Indian in their basic politi-
cal orientations. This, in my perception,
is an exercise in presumptive value-
judgement.

Before one proceeds to analyze the
reasons for Khaleda Zia's victory and
undertakes a speculative analysis on the
prospects of Indo-Bangladesh relations,
it is necessary to be conscious of a fun-
damental reality — the policies of any
elected government in any country, par-
ticularly such government in our neigh-
bourhood, will be essentially responsive
to its respective domestic public con-
cerns, aspirations and apprehensions. A
positive or negative response towards
India is not and will not be adopted by
such government in a vacuum.

lic opinion specially in democra-

cies, and Bangladesh is evolving as
a strong democracy since the disappear-
ance of the General Ershad government
in the early Nineties. One should avoid a
priori judgments on whether Khaleda
Zia will be friendly or adversarial in her
policies towards India. We must make
our assessment on the basis of her India
policy as it evolves in her current tenure.
Our indulging in anticipatory nega-

P olicies evolve onthe matrix of pub-

The author is former foreign
secretary of Indla
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tivism about her ad nauseam will only
create tensions in Indo-Bangladesh rela-
tions, which we should avoid.

Having stressed the importance of
this realistic approach, one must dis-
cern the reasons why Khaleda Zia suc-
ceeded. First, the incumbent factor mili-
tated against Wajed. Second, Wajed was
wrongly projected as a pro-Indian prime
minister who compromised with India
at the cost of Bangladesh’s national in-
terests. This was a factually wrong pro-
jection of Khaleda Zia’s leadership and
her policies. But we in India were
blamed for this projection because our
media and political analysts went on
harping about Wajed and her Awami
Leugue being friendly towards India.

Moreover, just before the October
elections it seems to have been assumed
that if Wajed is defeated and any other
political parties come to power in
Bangladesh, the latter would be anti-In-
dian. Wajed had no defence against this
analysis in terms of Bangladesh’s\do-
mestic politics.

hird, although the Bangladesh

I economy improved during Khale-
da Zia’s tenure, she could not im-

part the necessary dynamism to her de-
velopmental and- economic polices.
Fourth, her moderate and rational ap-
proach on religious and ethnic issues re-
sulted in the Islampasand parties and
groups of Bangladesh supporting the 6p-
position. These factors contributed to
her victory. It should be noted that the Is-

lampasand parties supported Khaleda .

Zia and BNP in the elections.

To move on to the prospects of Indo-
Bangladesh relations under Khaleda
Zia’s present dispensation, our assess-
ments could be based on her initial pub-
lic pronouncements on her foreign poli-
cy and reports of her discussions with
India’s national security advisor, Bra-
jesh Mishra, during his visit to Dhaka.
Khaleda Zia was measured and practical
in her public pronouncements on Indo-
Bangladesh relations immediately after
assuming the charge as prime minister
in October. She stated that her aim is to
have normal and friendly relations with
India and to deal with all issues of Indo-
Bangladesh relations in a constructive
and cooperative spirit.

She stressed that her focus would be
on nurturing the political stability of
Bangladesh and galvanizing the eco-
nomic development of her country. She
hinted that she would like to structure
cooperative relations with India, wher-
ever necessary, to meet the second
objective mentioned above. These pro-
nouncements are practical and positive
as far as they go. The question is how
these statements would be translated
into policies in the coming weeks and
months. ‘

During her election campaign Khale- .

JN. DIXIT

da Zia described the 1996 Indo-
Bangladesh treaty on the sharing of wa-
ters of the Ganges, as inadequate in
meeting Bangladesh’s interests. She also
expressed the view that Indo-

Bangladesh trade relations have been
unequal because India has not fulfilled
some of the commitments regarding lift-
ing of tariff and non-tariff barriers on
certain categories of Bangladeshi ex-
ports. She has not been negative on the

\

possibility of Bangladesh exportifig nat-
ural gas to India. But she has pot com-
mitted herself on this, one way or the
other.

The issues which Mishra discussed
with Khaleda Zia and other senior lead-
ers in the Bangladesh government could
be surnmed up as follows. Mishra had an

across-the-board discussion on-pending

issues with Bangladesh, namely ques-
tions related to the implementation of
water-resources-sharing arrangements
about which the Khaleda Zia govern-
ment has some concern; the problem of
illegal migration of Bangladeshis into
India; the need to resolve the residual
problems related to enclaves in adverse
possession of India and Bangladesh;
prospects of Indo-Bangladesh coopera-
tion to counter terrorist and secessionist
activities in India’s Northeast; the possi-
bilities of the export of natural gas from
Bangladesh to India; and the most recent
problem of violence against the Hindu
minority in Bangladesh. ’

G-

Reports on thesé discussions indicate
that the Khaleda Zia government is
agreeable to substantive discussions on
the problems related to water-sharing,
enclaves, maintaining of peace and tran-
quility on the Indo-Bangladesh border
and expanding economic relations. It is
some of the nuances of this response
which one has to take note of. Indica-
tions are that she would like to re-negoti-
ate some provisions of the water-shar-

‘ Bangladesh should

- shed its irrelevant political

and emotional reservations

about a close relationship
with India ,

. ing treaty; as far as trade and economic

rélations go, she is keen that India fulfils
the past commitments on market access
to Bangladeshi exports.

Khaleda Zia remains committed to
her previous stand on the issue of illegal
migration, stating that such migration
does not exist. On the question of recent
violence against the Hindu minority, her
response was that she does not distin-
guish between Hindus and Muslims of
Bangladesh and they are all
Bangladeshis whose security and well-
being is her responsibility, and where

necessary she will take remedial action.
She remains non-committal on the issue
of the export of natural gas to India
which is to be expected given themostre-
cent public statements of the opposition
leader, Wajed, that she lost the election
because she did not succumb to Indian
pressure on the export of Bangladesh’s
natural gas to India. Hasina has gone to
the extent of saying that India has taken
resort to intrigue in order to ensure
Khaleda Zia’s electoral victory. (Somuch
for the Indian pandits who keep claim- |
ing that Wajed and the Awami League
are more friendly to India and more
amenable to Indian interests and
concerns). )

exports from Bangladesh to India

would be a significant factor in serv-
ing the mutual interests of India and
Bangladesh. US multi-nationals have
confirmed that Bangladesh is very rich
in natural gas. The natural gas available
at the Babiyana gas fields in northeast-
ern Bangladesh can be on stream for ex-

I tought to be stressed that natural gas

- ports to India in the foreseeable future if

Bangladesh agrees to the project.
Bangladesh could earn roughly 3.7 bil-
lion dollars in the coming 20 years if it
exports natural gas to India. A positive
decision by Bangladesh on the project
can also result in Bangladesh getting
several million dollars in immediate
foreign direct investments. This would
also remedy the adverse balance of
trade which Bangladesh has vis-a-vis
India.

While India’s requirements for natu-
ral gas are obvious, Mishra did not make
any insistent advocacy on the subject. -
He reportedly pointed out the benefits of
this proposal for both countries, but
added that India has no intention of gen- -
erating any pressure or imposing on

_ Bangladesh on this issue because India

has other options if the Bangladesh op-
tion does not work out because of
Bangladesh’s political reservations.
However, there are indications that cer-
tain segments of the Bangladesh estab-
lishment understand both the logic and
economic benefits of the proposal. India
has aQopted the right approach of not
being insistent on the issue and leaving
the decision entirely to the judgment of
Bangladesh authorities.

he fundamental reality which

India and Bangladesh should take

cognizance of is that there is sub-
stantive potential for economic, com-
mercial, technological and cultural
relationships between India and
Bangladesh. The need is for India to be
as sensitive as it can be to Bangladesh’s
sensitivities and concerns, and for
Bangladesh to shed its irrelevant politi-
cal and emotional reservations about a
close relationship with India. The ques-
tion is whether the leaders of our two
countries can visualize this potential
and these opportunities, and work to-
gether to fulfil them.



Khaleda sets

terms for fw L

border

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, October 28

BRAJESH MISHRA returned
from Dhaka yesterday with
mixed signals from the newly
installed Khaleda Zia Govern-
ment. His hosts used the oppor-
tunity to make it clear that New
Delhi would have to make a
wide range of concessions if it
wants tranquillity with its east-
ern neighbour.

The all-too-familiar rhetoric
about “equality” with India,
which characterised Khaleda’s
1991-96 term in Ganabhavan
resurfaced yet again in the two
rounds of talks Mishra and the
Indian delegation held with
their Bangladeshi interlocu-
tors.

There are now conflicting
versions on whether Mishra
succeeded in extracting a
promise to put an end to “atroc-
ities” on Bangladesh’s Hindu
minority population. The bor-
der atrocities issue was one of
the objectives behind the

. national security adviser’s sud-
den decision to go to Dhaka.

Though Mishra claimed that
he had been assured by Begum
Zia of “protection” to Hindus,
her foreign secretary Shamsher
Mobin Choudhury stoutly
denied that the'‘vexed’ issue
was even raised at the talks.

The Bangladeshi stand is
surprising. Only earlier in the
week, Khaleda had made an
open statement assuring Hin-
dus of protection. Dhaka is per-
haps a little peeved over India’s
meddling in its domestic mat-
ters.

Mishra’s hosts put up the
BNP-led Government’s old
demands for parity with India
on economic matters. The
Bangladeshi foreign secretary

‘said Begum Zia wanted the

péace

rejuvenation of Saarc. She also
wanted New Delhi to address a
wish list including reducing
the $ 1 billion trade deficit and
immediate duty-free access to
25 categories of items agreed
upon earlier.

Most significantly,
Bangladesh has demanded a
review of the 1996 Ganga Water
Treaty. The BNP has held that
the Hasina regime “sold out” to
India by not securing guaran-
tees and limiting its terin to 30
years. By threatening to reopen
the old pressure point, the
Khaleda regime has indicated a
rough ride for. the Indo-Bangla
bus for the next five years.

The party in Opposition in
Bangladesh has traditionally
been more anti-Indian than the
-one in power. Playing that role
now is former ally, Sheikh Hasi-
na, who is already accusing
Khaleda of “selling out to her
Indian masters” on energy co-
operation. Mishra paid her a
courtesy call before he left-for
India, but it is obvious that
Hasina’s policy of emotionalis-
ing the question of selling nat-
ural gas to India will prove an
obstacle for Khaleda to push
through her pragmatic policy
on the issue, °

\



HT ISSUES

Sunday, November 4, 2001 3
Hindustan Times, Kolkata

While Delhi’s attention
remained riveted on the
American backlash to the
Black Tuesday strikes, a
sordid story of vandalism
and intolerance was
unfolding closer home.
Bangladeshi zealots had

let loose a reign of terror
on minorities X\ W\
s NG

N

T WAS -a story the world
missed. On September 11, a
nonplussed India remained
glued to TV screens, watch-
ing endless replays of the
blazing World Trade Center
crumbling in a heap in New York.

The world was busy blaming
Ogama bin Laden, while the
im;cha waited with bated breath
To#US retaliation. Nobody, how-
e¥8r, had any clue that in
Bangladesh minorities were
under siege.

While Delhi remained focused
‘on the western sector, closer to
‘the scene of action, where US
troops were deploying for an
assault on Afghanistan, the mur-
der of minorities, the loot and
arson of their property by zealots
inside Bangladesh in the east
-went almost unnoticed. By the
‘time Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s emissary Brajesh
Mishra landed in Dhaka to meet
Bangladesh’s new Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, a lot of water had
‘flowed down the Padma.

The tension that started like a
'slow fire almost a month before
the October 1 geneéral elections
in Bangladesh, had already left
scores of minority community
members homeless drlving

.....

them across the border to seek

Arindam Sarkar

Though no accurate ﬁgures are

" e-Islami.

‘whole. Many of them have sin

saved for our sister’s wedding,”
recalled a relative of Gopal Mis-
tri whose house was plundered
at 11 am on October 7 at Krish-
napur village in Sonargaon.
“Our only fault: We had voted for
the Awami League.”

The villagers of Bhottopuu
have similar horror stories t
recount. About 200-odd me
armed with ramdas and stick
attacked six houses. Surjj
Kumar of Belna has still not g
over the nightmare. Surja anc
others — all Awami League supj
porters — had left their home{
after the BNP’s landslide win.

Only the women of the villagd
were left behind. The attackers
came late at night one day in
October. Most women kept thd

" insult to themselves, but two 03

them later lodged complaint
with the police.

This was not just post polI
retaliation by fundamentalists
loyal to the BNP and the Jamaat:
This was also the
beginning of a nightmare for the
minorities in Bangladesh as s

fled the country leaving behi
their property. Those who gstgy
back have refrained even
observing Durga Puja
Result: Durgotsav

Bangladesh was very low-
enddzaked.tha asnal, P iiken - g
and lacked the usual glitter

shelter in Tripura and the north-

ern districts of West Bengal.
Though no accurate figures are

available with the BSF or the

gaiety The spate of attacks bnf
the minorities forced many,
organisers to refrain from cele+
brating the Puja. In most pan{

available, Intelligence sources
concede that more than 1,000

BDR, Intelligence sources con-
cede that more than 1,000 fami-
lies may have migrated and tak-
en refuge in North Dinajpur,
South Dinajpur, Malda and other
North Bengal districts over the

last month and a half.
The situation reached such a
pass that even major

Bangladeshi dailies such as
Prathom Alo, Jana Kantha and
Ittefag, and English-language
newspapers such as The
Bangladesh Qbgerver, Daily Star
and The Independent, came out
with screaming headlines on
minorities being attacked by
fundamentalists allegedly loyal
to the Bangladesh Nationalist

famalies may have taken -
refuge in North Bengal

The violence that began with
the run-up to the general elec-
tions, which left 140 dead,
assumed dimensions of a
pogrom after the October 1 elec-
tions in which Khaleda Zia’s
BNP-led coalition defeated
Sheikh Hasina Wajed's Awami
League hands down. The poll
results came out on October 4,
and within a week, the minori-
ties began being targeted by fun-

damentalists in remote areas of
the districts of Nator, Jessore,
Khulna, Narayanganj, Dacca,
Barisal and Sonargaon.

“We were cooking our lunch
when we heard people rushing.
Thereafter, it was mayhem all
the way. The 200-odd attackers,
who carried knives, stormed
info our house, destroyed valu-
ables, furniture and ran away
with the gold ornaments we had

Party (BNP).

INDIA IS not new to periodic influxes of minori-
ty community members from Bangladesh. Com-
munal tension has repeatedly assumed threaten-
ing dimensions during the chequered post-Parti-
tion history of Bengal.

The riots of 1947 and the creation of
Bangladesh in 1971 fanned communal fires dri-
ving large portions of the minority population
across the border to seek refuge in India.

The recent influx of more than 1,000 people
(October 2001) from Nator, Jessore, Comilla, Dha-
ka and Narayanganj into north Bgngal was trig-
gered by communal tension ovér Durga Puja,
fundamentalist attacks on minority families and
destruction of their prop-
erties.

“Infiltration is caused
by the sense of insecurity
prevailing among the
minorities-in Bangladesh. M
Whenever they faced fun-
damentalist attacks they
migrated to India. Census
figures confirm that at the
time of Partition in 1947,
34 per cent of the popula- B
tion in East Bengal was
from the minority com-
munity. The 1991 census §
shows the minority popu-
lation in Bangladesh at 13
per cent.

“The fact is, migration never stopped and the
‘communal clashes and the October incidents
have only accelerated the process,” says Ramesh
Singh, BSF Commandant (GE), South Bengal
Frontier.

Saleem Samad, a Bangladeshi media man and
political commentator, concurs. The minorities

in Bangladesh, he says, are settled mostly in-

Barisal, Khulna, Faridpur and JeSsore, the dis-

FLIGHTS OF FEAR

‘to meet their relatives. We are more concerned

tricts closer to West Bengal. It is natural, there-
fore, that under stress and tension they would
Cross over.

Samad says in his paper ‘State of Minorities in
Bangladesh: From Secular to Islamic Hegemony’:
“The vanishing minority population is under-
stood from researching the census documents
published by the Bangladesh Government. In
1941, 28.3 per cent of the total population was
made up of the minorities. Evaluation of Gov-
ernment documents from 1941 to 1991 indicates a
large drop in the number of minorities. The Mus-
lim population increased by 219.5 per cent, but
there was a large decline in the population of

minorities. As many as 20
. million people were miss-
ing.

This is corroborated also
by Mayer Dak, the official
mouthpiece of the Nikhil
Banga Nagarik Sangha of
Bangladesh. According to
a case study undertaken

by Mayer Dak in the three
districts of Faridpur,
Gopalganja and

Madaripur, the number of
migrating families has
come down since 1994, but
i the process is on. -

As I-G BSF, South Bengal
Frontier, SB Kakakti points out: “We apprehend-
ed the first group of 14 families on October 16
near Malda. They complained of persecution in
Bangladesh. Every year, some 9,000 to 10,000 peo-
ple try to cross the border. Some are apprehend-
ed, some manage to evade arrest. We are not
interested in floaters who come for treatment or

over ISI activists and the deep and shallow set-
tlers who infiltrate the border,” says Kakakti.

dals, dhaks and loudspeakers
remained  mute. Dhaka’s

Dhakeswari Mandir and the }
Ramakrishna Mission Ashram |
Durgotsavt

too kept their
extremely low-key.

Local dailies reported that at
many places, pandals had been

destroyed and organisers were .
told to call off the Puja. Idols :A woman who recently crossed over into

were vandalised in Narayan-
ganj, Nator, Faridpur, Jessore
and other districts.

In Dhaka, intellectuals and
university students observed a
hunger-strike on Ashtami in
protest against the attacks on
the minorities.

While all this was happening,
Awami League leader Sheikh
Hasina blasted the BNP and its
ally Jamaat. She urged the
minorities to rise in protest

against the attacks on them. On -

her part, Prime Minister Khale-
da Zia declared after taking oath
on October 10 that stern action
would be taken- against those
guilty of such attacks and
promised that the minorities
would be allowed to celebrate
their grand festival without hin-
drance. She also told her minis-
ters to visit the pandals in their
respective constituencies to
ensure peace.

But these were words mouthed
in vain. The damage done dur-
ing the run-up to the polls had
already marred the Puja spirit.

The Daily Star reported that

priest Dipen Chandra Ghosh of -

Ram Kanai Jagannath Akra in
Narayanganj was so dejected
that he said that there was little
about the Puja this year to cele-
brate. Those who had crossed
over to West Bengal confirmed
the-incidents.

The Bangladesh Deputy High
Commissioner in  Kolkata,
Mohammad Touhid - Hossain,
however, believes these were
stray incidents blown out of pro-

portion by the media. But he
concedes that there were acts of
vandalism and attacks on the
minorities.

“The caretaker Government
couldn’t control the situation. But
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is
determined now to check repeats

_of such attacks. The tension is
ebbing. But to say that the Jamaat

will perpetrate any communal
violence is absurd, because it is
just a partner of the BNP. The

- BNP, with a thumping majority in

the 300-member Jatiya Sansad,
will have the last say in situations
like this. Peace will return soon,”
Hossain said.
But isn’t it
minorities are

true that the
insecure in

~ Bangladesh?

“All I will say is that the situa-
tion for minorities in Bangla-
desh is just as good or as had as
the situation for minorities in
India is. Insecurity among min-
orities is a universal syndrome.
To say that the return of Khale-
da Zia marks the beginning of
attacks on minorities is wrong,
because we have witnessed simi-
lar assaults on minorities dur-
ing Sheikh Hasina’s tenure as
well. These are the handiwork of

hoodlums loyal to different polit-’

ical parties. No sensible person
will attack another, whatever his
religion. To blame either the
BNP or the Awami League,
therefore, will be a wrong inter-
pretation of a sorry social phe-
nomenon,” he added.

The violence, which began in the

run-up to the polls, assumed the

dimensions of a pogrom after the
elections in which the BNP
routed the Awami League

THE RECENT attacks on minorities in
Bangladesh are not isolated incidents. Indeed,
they may very well be an indication of the kind
of ties India and Bangladesh will have for the
next five years after the Khaleda Zia-led BNP
coalition’s landslide victory in the October gen-
eral elections.

Political observers believe that it is just the
beginning of a “headache”, which is going to be
“excruciating” for India in the years to come.
This is not merely because Khaleda Zia is a
known India-baiter. If history says anything, the
plight of minorities in Bangladesh decidedly
took a turn for the worse when she ruled the
country between 1991 and 1996.

In fact, many say that she is closer to Islamabad
than Delhi. Also, Jaamat-e-Islami, one of her
electoral allies, has very close ties with the
Jamaat outfit in Pakistan.

“The change of Government in Bangladesh
may sour relations with India,” Bangladeshi
political commentator M Rashiduzzaman said
recently. His comment came immediately after
the BNP-led coalition won a landslide victory in
the 300-member Jatiya Sansad by defeating
Sheikh Hasina Wajed's Awami League.

It is not surprising, therefore, that Rashiduzza-
man feels that “many settled and pending bilat-
eral issues would come under the new regime’s
scanner”.

The BNP-led coalition believes that India is
“indifferent to Bangladesh’s grievances”, tries to
“manipulate” Bangladeshi politics and unfairly
maintains the balance of trade in favour of Indi-
an industry.

So, despite the fanfare over the Kolkata-Dhaka
bus service, which was flagged off in 1999, these
irritants may slow the wheels of friendship
down.

The murky issues of sharing the Ganga waters
and migration from Bangladesh would continue
to overcast the ties between Dhaka and Delhi.
Especially because Begum Zia has promised to
scrap the Ganga Water Treaty the Hasina Gov-
ernment signed with India.

Zia bélieves the treaty is against Bangladesh’s
interests. She also feels that the agreement on the
Chakma refugee problem is flawed and her Gov-
ernment would like to re-examine the treaty.
“Begum Zia said that the treaty on Chakma

West Bengal with her child to escape persecution in Bangladesh.

BUMPY RIDE AHEAD

refugees, who fled to Tripura from the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts in the 1980s, was faulty and a
new agreement was required to correct it,” a
Bangladesh watcher said.

But a far more worrying problem for India is
that under Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh is likely to
show a pronounced tilt towards Islamabad. The
Jamaat-e-Islami, a BNP ally, is quite open about
its pro-Paklstan sympathies. Also, it could press
Khaleda to convert Bangladesh from a secular to
an Islamic State.

But Bangladesh’s Deputy High Commissioner
in Kolkata, Md Touhid Hossain, says, “Indo-
Bangla relations will flourish, and so will the ties
between people on either side of the border.
Jamaat is a non-factor. Don’t forget Khaleda Zia
was the architect of better Indo-Bangla ties dur-
ing her tenure between 1991 and 1996.”




WWe will protect mmorltles'

By Our Special Corresponden%

DHAKA, OCT. 27. Mr. Brajesh Mishra,
National Security.. Adviser and
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has completed his short
but significant visit to Bangladesh,
emphasising the need for “more
cooperation at all levels” to
strengthen bilateral relations.

The Bangladesh Prime Minister,
Begum Khaleda Zia, whom Mr.
Mishra met here this afternoon,
told the Indian envoy that she
would carry forward the relation-
ship and collaboration with India
to a higher level. Responding to
Indian concerns, she said her
Ggvernment would protect the
minorities and prevent the recur-
rence of recent incidents.

Mr. Mishra later called on the
Opposition Awami League presi-
dent, Sheikh Hasina. Party sources
said that it was a courtesy visit
with Mr. Mishra conveying Mr.
Vajpayee's good wishes and ex-
tending an invitation to her to visit
India. Mr. Mishra told pressper-
sons later that he discussed bilat-

N

The National Security Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, with
the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia,
in Dhaka on Saturday. — AFP

eral issues with the former Prime
Minister., To a question, he said
they had also talked about the
“atrocities” on the minorities. He
had discussed the prospects for
export of gas to India not with
Sheikh Hasina, but with the Ban-

gladesh Government.

Diplomatic quarters here said
the trip consolidated the two Gov-
ernments’ resolve to further the
“all-round development of rela-
tions and work together.” Mr. Vaj-
payee has so far sent two

<% ‘o, A

Khaleda

congratulatory messages to Be-
gum Khaleda and invited her to
visit India. \

Earlier, Mr. Mishra, who came
here on Friday night, held official
talks with the Bangladesh Foreign
Minister, Prof. A.Q.M. Badroud-

. douza Chowdhury, and discussed

issues of “all bilateral interests’'.

- Mr. Mishra reiterated that it was a
"“goodwill visit” to establish con-

tact with the new Government.

Briefing presspersons, the Ban-
gladesh Foreign Secretary, -Mr.
Shamsher Mobi Chowdhury,
quoted Mr. Mlslzlr as saying that
his visit was “‘to establish contact
with the new Government that
came to power with a massive
mandate”’.

Mr. Chowdhury said there was:
no specific agenda as Mr, Mishra’s
visit was “basically to promote
friendship and cooperation” with
the new Government. To a ques-
tion, he said the alleged “‘persecu-
tion” of the minority Hindus was
not discussed during the official
talks. “No such issue was dis-

cussed,” he emphasised,/
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fears about the security

of minoritiey in Bangladesh if Begum

Khaleda Zia’s\party won the elections

have unfortunately proved true.
Despite the assurances given by the prime
minister herself to protect the Hindu commu-
nity, there have been a number of incidents of
assault, molestation and worse. As a result,
several families have sought shelter in West
Bengal while others are reportedly waiting
to do so. Ever since its formation, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party has been per-
ceived to be anti-Indian. The reason evidently
is that it was set up by Ziaur Rahman to
counter the Awami League, which has been
close to India because of their collaboration
during the liberation war. These are, of
course, no more than matters of public per-

ception. At the official level, New Delhi’s

relations with Dhaka have rarely been under
serious strain irrespective of which party —
or dictator — was in power. The only excep-
tion perhaps was during the border skirmish-
es a few months ago.

There is every reason to expect, therefore,
that the new government in Dhaka will exert
its authority soon enough to reassure the
minorities. The fact that the two fundamen-
talist parties — the Jamaat-e-Islami and the
Islamic Unity Council — have not fared too
well means that the BNP need not cater to

—~—

their prejudices, as was feared earlier. It is
also possible that the outrages committed by
the Islamic militants in Bangladesh have less
to do with who is in power than with the
upsurge in fundamentalist sentiments as a .
result of the war in Afghanistan. Apparently,
it isn’t only the minorities who are at the
receiving end, but also the followers of the
Awami League. Since India harbours a large
number of illegal Bangladeshi migrants, it
will hope for a quick return to normality in
that country lest the hotheads here should
use this opportunity to create trouble.
However, even as the two governments
begin their interaction, it may be necessary
for New Delhi to stress the need for Dhaka to
remove some of the persistent misgivings
which can harm mutual ties. These relate not
only to the security of minorities, but also to
the suspicion that the BNP may not be averse
to harbouring some of the subversive outfits
of north-eastern India. That some of them,
like the ULFA, found shelter in Bangladesh
even when the supposedly friendly Awami
League was in power underlines the gravity
of the problem. Having helped Bangladesh to
attain its independence, India had hoped for a
fruitful relationship. But, despite the surface
cordiality, an element of tension has
remained. Perhaps both governments should
now address this aspect of their ties. Y,

T .
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to the polls to elect the eighith

Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament). The

Bangladesh Nationalist Party-
led four-party alliance won a two-thirds
majority — 201 seats out of the 284 for
which results were declared unofficially as
on October 4. The BNP alone won 186
seats and the Jamaat-e-Islami, one of its
partners, got 16. Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League, in power for the past five years,
was left with just 63 seats,

What does this change of guard mean
for India? The popular perception in India
is that the Awami League is favourably dis-
posed towards it while the BNP is not.
However, India’s experience of working
with both when in power indicates that
apprehensions about the BNP are undue.
True, their manner of conducting bilateral
relations is different. However, positive
strides were made even under the BNP;
further the Awami League and the BNP
have common positions on certain issues
of concern to India. It should be remem-
bered that nations do not have permanent
friends or enemies but only permanent in-
terests. Public postures of belligerence or
otherwise are guided many a time by do-
mestic compulsions. What matters is ac-
tign on the ground.

India should not view either of the par-
ties solely through the prism of the past —
particularly with regard to their role in the
Liberation War and the nature of the gov-
ernments they ran. Doing so now will re-
sult in our bias showing to the detriment of
furthering our national interests. While the
positive steps taken under Sheikh Hasina
such as the conclusion of the Treaty on
Sharing of Ganga Waters at Farakka, vol-
untary return of Chakma refugees to Ban-
gladesh, inauguration of the bus service
from Calcutta to Dhaka were well high-
lighted, the same is not done for the period
when Begum Khaleda Zia was in power.
With the return of democracy in Bangla-
desh, it was the Government under Khale-
da Zia which set the tone for positive
relations with India. High-level joint work-
ing groups and expert committees on
trade, security and water issues were set
up, thereby institutionalising relations.
The two parties, however, differed in their

interndl crniuqgue, 1ree o1 religious rhetoric,

poet Akbar [fahabadi ridiculed fie type of

The BNP and India

By Padmaja Murthy

approach to resolving bilateral issues with
India. While the Awami League, like India,
believed in bilateralism, the BNP interna-
tionalised bilateral issues which soured
ties. Though the BNP’s election manifesto
calls for the revision of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Accord and the Ganga water treaty,
it cannot undo the positive steps which the
Awami League Government has taken to-
wards India. One can also anticipate that
business interest groups will play a con-
structive role in Bangladesh politics which
will influence relations with India.

There are, however, issues of concern to
India on which both the major parties in

natural gas only after assuring 50 years re-
serve. India has always viewed with cau-
tion its neighbours’ relations with China.
Even on this issue there is a national bi-
party consensus and the change in govern-
ment in Bangladesh has not had any im-
pact on its relations with China. Both the
leaders upon coming to power first visited
China and only then India.

An interesting aspect of the election
campaign was that issues of terrorism, ille-
gal arms, law and order, corruption, eco-
nomic development, debate about the pro
and anti-liberation forces occupied the
major political space. Relations with India

India and Bangladesh should focus on issues for, while
conducting foreign policy the one factor that guides
countries is not the question of friends or enemies but
permanent interests.

Bangladesh have a similar stand. The po-
rous border which enables a massive ille-
gal movement of people from Bangladesh
has important consequences for India’s
internal security. The rigid Bangladesh of-
ficial position, whichever party is in power,
is that there is no illegal migration of peo-
ple. While there are some apprehensions
regarding the possibility of insurgents in
the Northeast getting sympathy from the
new Government, one should not overlook
that the issue of illegal migration is an im-
portant dimension of the Northeast insur-
gency. India’s programme of fencing the
border is met with equal disapproval,
whichever the government in power in
Dhaka. Similarly, the trade deficit is anoth-
er issue which has become emotive in
Bangladesh under both the BNP and the
Awami League. What is overlooked is that
Bangladesh also has trade deficits with
China, Singapore and other countries. Nei-
ther of the two parties differ much on the
issue of provision of transit to India. Their
views on export of gas show an interesting
difference. While the BNP’s manifesto
spells out that the export of natural gas
would take place if profitable, the Awami
League manifesto calls for the export of

did figure, but not in a major way. The
immediate analysis of the commentators
within Bangladesh explaining the Awami
League’s debacle has primarily pointed to
the BNP’s alliance with the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi, the overwhelming negative vote
against the Awami League because of cor-
ruption and terrorism, increasing violence,
issues of law and order, shift of vote banks
in rural areas to the BNP, which was over-
looked, and similar domestic factors. India
as a factor, or the Awami League being
seen as pro-India, has not been cited as a
major factor. This is indeed a positive as-
pect for bilateral relations. An analysis of
the votes cast in the election has brought
out that the Awami League secured 40.24
per cent, while the BNP’s four-party alli-
ance together got 46.9 per cent.

An additional aspect to be noticed while
India conducts its bilateral relations with
Bangladesh is that over the years, especial-
ly since the beginning of the 1990s, Ban-
gladesh has carved out a positive
international identity with contributions
to the U.N. peacekeeping operations, an
active role in forums dealing with Least
Developed Countries, regional groupings
in South Asia and those dealing with the
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victims of terrorisim.
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Muslim countries. Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit,
as U.S. President, furthered its image of a
democratic, moderate Islamic country.

The just-concluded general elections
have been monitored by various interna-
tional observers who have certified it as
fair and free. The working of the caretaker
Government and the conduct of clections
should strengthen the democratic creden-
tials of Bangladesh. Following the Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attacks in the U.S,
Bangladesh agreed to an American pro-
posal for assistance in the global coalition
against terrorism. Bangladesh would pro-
vide airspace, sea port, airfields, and re-
fuelling facilities to the international
coalition. These international measures
would put pressure to check the rise of
fundamental and radical elements in Ban-
gladesh too.

Begum Khaleda Zia's initial reaction fol-
lowing the landslide victory reflects that a
mature leadership is at the helm of affairs.
She stressed the need to combat terrorisin
and asked the people not to take law into
their own hands. Bringing out the need for
peace, stability and patience, she asked
the people not to show disrespect to any
picture or shrine nor to misbehave with
any person and not to run after others’
property. The Awami League is, of course,
shocked with the results and has alleged
that ‘crude rigging' had taken place. Jtow-
ever, one is hopeful that both domestic
and international pressure will result in a
constructive opposition and that differ-
ences are resolved in Parliament and not
through hartals.

India should note this changing image
of Bangladesh — of its leadership, its dem-
ocratic institutions, its regional and globat
agenda. India shouid not get identified
with a particular party or a leader since on
some crucial areas both the parties have
similar views. India and Bangladesh
should focus on issues for, while conduct-
ing foreign policy the one factor that
guides countries is not the guestion of
friends or enemies but permanent inter-
ests.

(The writer is Associate Fellow, Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses, New Dellil.
These are her personal views.}
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/” Atal invites Khal

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Oct. 11: Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee has fall-
en back on the virtues of the late
Zia-ur-Rahman to woo his widow,
the new Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter.

In his second letter to Khaleda
Zia in less than a week, Vajpayee
congratulated her on assuming of-
fice while stressing on Zia-ur-Rah-
man’s “vision of regional coopera-
tion that crystallised into (the)
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation”.

Expressing Delhi’s desire to

"have a strong and close bond with
Dhaka, he also invited the new
Prime Minister to visit India ata

mutually convenient date.

The letter may be aimed at ens-
uring nothing goes wrong in Ind-
ia-Bangladesh relations, but sour-
ces said it also sends out the signal
that Delhi i$ not losing any time in
abandoning its friend Sheikh
Hasina and the Awami League.

“Our two countries enjoy an
abiding friendship which draws
on our shared history and her-
itage, our commitment to democ-
racy, the complementaries in our
economies and a commonality of
problems facing us in our region,”
Vajpayee said.

“We look forward to building
on this friendship and to give furt-
her momentum and content to our
multifaceted bilateral coopera-

1
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\ ¢ tion for the Renefit of our peoples.”

The Primde Minister said: “I re-
call my interjction, as external af-
fairs ministex of India in the late
1970s, with the late President Zia-
ur Rahman. recognise that it
was his vision of regional coopera-
tion that crystallised into Saarc.
We have to work together to fulfil
this vision more fully.”

The letter comes at a time
when there are reports from
Dhaka about attacks on Awami

League supporters by memberg of

the new ruling coalition. Delhi
fears Hindu families may also be
targeted in the spurt of violence.
So the letter can be seen as an at-
tempt to pre-empt that possibility.
At the same time it shows that de-
spite her “pro-Indian” tag, Hasina
does not have many supporters
here after her defeat.

The rivalry between the Awa-
mi League and the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party has always been
over putting Zia-ur Rahman side
by side with Muj ib-ur-Rahman/’

THE TELEGRAPH
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Khaleda's returf may militar tspmorale

INSURGENT» groxs.in the North-east, barring the Meities,}
might rejoice with Khaleda Zia back in power next door,
Not only have the National Liberation Front of Tripura and
the All Tripura Tribal Force supported the BNP-led alliance,
some of their top leaders reportedly cast votes in the recently
concluded elections. It is no secret that the previous Khaleda
!l:flme supported the Ulfa after it changed its perception on
gration of Bangladeshis. Many Islamic militant units have
mushroomed in the region reportedly funded by Arabs
through banks in Bangladesh, for a pmgose as yet unknown,
H:F,es that outgoing Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed
would close down militant training camps following the
Farakka runni:;gs accord vgzr:g lb‘:!netli{ '}'nhdia{nci}aims milit%nts
are camps in adesh. The Ulfa, committed to
winding up camps ?n Bhutanll‘)g' December end, may try to
operate through Bangladesh. The Bodo insurgents holed up
in Bhutan are also to find another sanctuary. The
changed circumstances in Pakistan are unlikely to deter the
ISI from helping Indian and Muslim organisations to indulge

in subversive activities. A\ VI (8 M‘ﬂﬂ”
The attempts so far to check destabilisation have to be
strengthened and this calls for coordinated efforts by all the

seven North-east states. )




note to

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Oct. 3: Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee today ex-
tended a hand of friendship to
Khaleda Zia, assuring her of
Delhi’s commitment to enrich ties
with Dhaka.

India had issued a statement
expressing its desire to work with
the next government soon after
the election results were an-
nounced yesterday. Today, Vajpay-
ee decided to follow up that offer
with a personal letter to Khaleda,
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
leader and most probably the
country’s next Prime Minister.

“As close neighbours, India
and Bangladesh share strong
links of geography, history and
culture. The longstanding friend-
ship between our two countries is
based on abiding bonds and com-
mon values,” Vajpayee said.

“I would like to assure you of
my government’s continued com-
mitment to further enriching this
relationship. I look forward to
working with you to promote
Indo-Bangladesh cooperation for
the progress and prosperity of our
peoples,” he added.

By offering the hand of friend-
ship even before a new governm-
ent has been sworn in, South
Block wants to ensure that the
BNP does not have any misgivings
about the BJP-led coalition.

“Atal frienddl
Khaleda

p |

ladesh, Sheikh Hasi-
na’s Awamy League, which was
decimated in the elections, is cons-
idered “pro-Indian”. The BNP and
other Opposition parties had used
this perceived tilt as a campaign
plank. So India is making a seri-
ous effort to ensure that this does
not turn into a policy for the new
government in Dhaka.

Khaleda’s initial comments
suggest that her government will
not do anything in a hurry to an-
tagonise Delhi. She said though
there are many pending issues be-
tween the two countries, she wou-
1d prefer settling them amicably.

India’s relationship with Ban-
gladesh has gone through several
ups and downs. Sharing the water
of the Ganga was one of the most
contentious issues before an agr-
eement was signed in December
1996. The treaty is to come up for’
review at the end of the year. Th-
ere are also serious differences on
the imbalance in bilateral trade.

But the most important coop-
eration India seeks from Bang-
ladesh relates to security in the
Northeast. In the past, terroristsi
have trained in camps on the other.

side of the border and used Ban-

gladesh for launching attacks on’
Indian security forces. The Awa-
mi League government had tried

to stop this. Now, with the BNP re-

turning to power, this is one area
of worry for Delhi.

»”

|
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“India, Bangladesh to share

notes on militants: BSF "

Jaldeep Mazumdar
Kolkata, September 19

INDIA AND Bangladesh have
finally put in place the framework
for sharing Intelligence on mili-
tants on both sides of the border.

The Intelligence and informa-
tion-sharing decision was taken
at Prime Minister-level talks
between the two countries two
years ago. But the mechanism
and the ground arrangements for
the same were held up in bureau-
cratic wrangles and procedures
both at New Delhi and Dhaka.

“We have finally decided on
the nature of information and
intelligence to be shared and the
procedures involved for this,”
said a top-level BSF officer.

At a four-day coordination
conference held at the BSF’s
Frontier headquarters at Shalba-
gan near Agartala both sides
decided to exchange lists of mili-
tants from the two countries,

active in each others’ territories.
“We also agreed to share infor-
mation on their activities and
hideouts,” said the BSF officer.
Intelligence sources said the
latest decision would give

' counter-insurgency operations

in the North-East a definite edge.
“Many of the militant groups in
the North-East have camps in
Bangladesh. They also route
their arms through that country.
If we receive all information on
them very promptly, our security
forces, engaged in counter-insur-
gency operations in the region,
would be able to deal a blow to
them,” he said.

“The BSF and the BDR are the
border forces of the two coun-
tries and keep in regular touch
with each other. Hence, it is only
logical that whatever informa-
tion or intelligence we gather on,
say, the Shanti Bahini militants
of the Chittagon Hill Tracts who
come to India, is passed on to

Tb

BDR in Bangladesh thr jh the
BSF. These two conduifs— the
BSF and BDR—have beerj chosen
deliberately keeping grouhd real-
ities in mind,” said an Army offi-
cer engaged in counter-insur-
gency operations in the N-E.

The officers said whatever
routine intelligence is gathered
by the agencies on both sides of
the border would be passed on to
the respective border forces.

“Of course, when it comes to

" highly sensitive information or

something that cannot be routed
through the normal channels,
there is a top-level route that
would be used,” said the central
intelligence officer. ‘

The 11-member BSF delega-
tion at the conference was led by
the Inspector General of the
force’s Shillong frontier, V K
Gaur. The nine-member BDR
team was led by its deputy direc-
tor general Abdus Samad

Choudhuri. /
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Kolkata, August 20

THE STATE Government has
been alarmed by an intelligence
department report on the spurt
in infiltration across the
Bangladesh border. In the past
three years, the number has shot
up to 15 million.

An estimated 5 million entered

India with valid visas but did not
return. According to a senior
police officer, the State Govern-
ment has done little to check the
infiltrators. An Intelligence
report says that the infiltration

country but also the maximum
since the Bangladesh War of
1971. According to a senior offi-

cer of the department, though-

most of these infiltrators come to
India to earn a livelihood “things
have changed now”.

“They arrive with valid pass-
ports and visas and then disap-
pear. They might be using the
State as a transit to other coun-
tries such as Nepal, Pakistan and
the West Asia.”

Last year, police found 23
Bangladeshi nationals who
stayed back after expiry of their

S}ée

visas. Two persons were arrested
from Murshidabad for having
links with the ISI. In Hooghly, a
Bangladeshi had rented a house
in Chinsurah and was also found
to be an ISI agent.

The telephone authorities had
alerted police on seeing the huge
ISD bills the man was running.
The man, however, managed to
give police the slip. He was found
to be one of the thousands who
overstayed their visa limits.

The sudden rise in telephonic
activity in an otherwise quiet

area is always a dead giveaway,
say police. /
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JAIPUR, Aug. 12. - ’Iﬁ gov-
ernment is in a quandary over
what to do with the Banglade-
shis living illegally in the state
and creating law and order
problems for the police and ad-
ministration.

Recently, some Bangladeshis
living in an unauthorised colo-
ny here reportedly fought with
the local people over a trivial
issue and beat them up. Some
of them were allegedly involved
in a criminal case.

When the police arrived, the
Bangladeshis attacked them,
fracturing an ASP’s arm. They
also kidnapped a police officer
who was rescued later that
night.

After this, the local people,
administration and political
parties put pressure on the
Gehlot government to deport
the Bangladeshis.

But the government back-
tracked after deciding to deport
them. It finally decided to de-
lay deporting them for some
time. The Bangladeshis could
not be deported on the basis of
an earlier survey; another sur-

vey would havgto be conducted
because thefr population has
increased”during the past few

\/

in a fix,

| W
Mr Ashnk Gehlot

years, the home minister, Mr

Gulab Singh Shaktawat, said.
After the new survey was

over, the government would "

contact the BSF for further ac-

tion, he added.

Many of the Bangladeshis are
involved in illegal activities. If '
senior officers are to be be-'
lieved, most are involved in or-
ganised crime ranging from
theft, looting and smuggling to |

" anti-national activities.

The state government had:
conducted a survey according .

to which 2,000-odd Banglade-
shi families are liging in the
state illegally.

THE STATESMAN
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ISTANGES

Virtues of the Dhaka-KolKats-Agartdia- triangle

AST week’s Dhaka-Agartala 144 km bus trial run en-
courages expectations that it will be possible to travel

~ from Tripura to West Bengal in 30 hours. Already buses ply

- between Kolkata and Dhaka and next month a train-is likely.

to run from Sealdah to Bangabandhu Setu East, 114 km from

! Dhaka. If services are regularised the main benefit will

accrue from the time saved; the journey from Kolkata to
Agartala by road and rail- invariably takes about 72 hours.
The resumption of bus and train services between India and

* Pakistan is a gesture of goodwill on both sides but it will be a

necessity in the North-east. The “Chicken Neck”, as the 20-
km' wide North Bengal corridoeis known, prov1des the only

' road and rail link to the North-east and during the monso
For this reason, riverine transport through Bangla

should also be encouraged

There ig‘general sympathy for the people of Tripurs.ds they |

have borse the brunt of the.impact of Partition which Ieft the
state landlocked and economically isolated. The lack of trans-
port and communications has hampered development in a
stateé otherwise rich in natural resources. The Centre must
ensute that ‘paucity -of funds does not delay work on the
conversion of the 208-km Lumding-Silchar metre guage and
the néw. 178-km Kumarghat-Agartala rail link. With an
economy entirely dominated by local production, those living

in border states will greatly benefit if cross border trade is
Iegahsed It will be mutually rewardm’g/

k




side of the international border on Wednesday.

Putting Indo-Bang

Sourav Sanyal
Gede (India-Bangladesh
border), July 11

IT WAS a dream run. An Indi-
an engine pulling a
Bangladesh Railway passen-
ger train with some coaches
made in Pakistan.

And as the seven-coach
train made its way into Indian
territory around 3.20 pm
today, thousands gathered at
the Indian and Bangladeshi
check posts to witness the
renewing of bilateral ties
between “two nations separat-
ed by an artificial boundary”.

The much-touted Banga-
bandhu-Sealdah Intercity
Friendship Express which

touched the chords of hun-
dreds in both Bengals, howev-
er, failed to impress Railway
Board mandarins. How else
can one explain the absence of
any senior Railway Board offi-
cial or a representative of the
Railway Ministry to mark the
historic 283-km trial run of
the train between Bangabad-
hu (East) in Bangladesh and
Sealdah in India?

But the absence of bureau-
crats was made up by the
warm welcome accorded to
the 34-member delegation
from Bangladesh.

Wiping tears of happiness,
A K M Mustafiqur Rahman,
DRM, Paksey (Bangladesh)
said: “This is a historic

moment. The last passenger
train that rolled on these
tracks was way back in 1965
before the India-Pakistan war.
We hope to introduce normal
train services early next year
and the train will run directly
to Dhaka. The construction of
the 89-km stretch of the 138-
km Bangabandhu-Dhaka rail
route is being carried out
keeping the 2002 deadline in
mind.”

The train will cover 421 km
between Dhaka and Sealdah
in 14 hours. This includes two
hours spent on either side of
the border for immigration
formalities. Though the fare
structure is yet to be decided,
the train will comprise seven

SUBHENDU GHOSH/ HINDUSTAN TIMES
A Bangladesh Railway guard waves to the crowds as the Bangabandhu-SeaIdah Intercity Friendship Express pulls into Gede on the Indian

a tied back on the rails

reserved coaches, including
an air-conditioned one, said
Din Mohammad, joint direc-
tor, general operations,
Bangladesh Railway.

A special train from Seal-
dah to Dhaka will roll out
tomorrow morning carrying
representatives of the Union
Home Ministry, Indian Rail-
ways and the State Govern-
ment. The train will reach
Bangabandhu tomorrow
evening.

Today’s trial run assumes
importance since tomorrow is
the last working day for the
Sheikh Hasina Government
after which President’s rule
will be imposed in the country
till the elections.
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GEDE, July 11. - Ritwik Ghata-
k’s “end of the rail track” shot in
Komal Gandhar symbolises the
trauma of divided Bengal. But
today the “cut-off” tracks were
joined by Bangladesh and India.
The two nations’ railways or-
ganised the first trial run-of a
passenger train, proposing to re-
sume services after 35 years.
The train, likely to be called
Maitri Express, will connect Kol-
kata (Sealdah) and Dhaka, cov-
ering 397 km in 14 hours, in-
cluding four hours for Customs
checks, railway officials said.
Though the fare structure is
yet to be finalised, passengers
without reservation will not be
allowed on the train, they said.
The service will begm as 500N as

0 Banglades

SOUGATA MUKHOPABHYAY L7 \/\ ;

The Bangladesh-India train on its first triaf run about to cross into West
Bengal on Wednesday. — naph De

a new Bangladesh1 government three days a week from- both
is formed after three months. sides between Sealdah and Ban-
Initially, the train will run gabandhu Setu East till a new

h on the friendship track

i 114-km link gauge between dJai-
4 devpur and Dhaka is completed,

said Md Mostafa Jamil, a Ban-
gladeshi railway official. It is ex- .

| pected to be completed by 2003.

‘The train will ensure safety
and comfort to passengers and
will run to its full capacxty of
714, provided “harassment” by
Customs officials on either side
is avoided.

An Indian team today reeeived
a 34- member Bangladeshi dele-
gation at Gede, the last station
on the Indian side. Both the
teams went to Joynagar village,
the first station in Bangladesh.

Md. Atikullah Rahman said the
Customs inspector of Bangla-
desh ruled out the fear of an in-
crease in border crimes because
of the train service.

B Agartala-Dhaka bus: page 2
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Indo-Bangla train trial run today |

By Haroon Habib ”() A

DHAKA, JuLy 10. Bangladesh and
India will go for a trial run of a
passenger train between the two
countries in the next two days,
which is expected to revive regu-
lar rail service between the neigh-
bours after nearly four decades.

The trial run from the Bangla-
desh side will take place on July
11 when a delegation of mostly
technical persons will proceed to-
wards Sealdah in a special train
from the eastern side of the Ban-
gabandhu Bridge on river Padma,
the communications ministry
said. There will be eight compart-
ments in the train with officials
from the ministries of communi-
cations, home and foreign affairs.
It will leave at 10 am. and is
scheduled to arrive at Sealdah at 7
p.m.

Regular train service is expect-
ed later in the year and the possi-
bility of Dhaka-Kolkata direct rail
service by the end of 2002 or early
2003, according to sources.

Wednesday’s journey will be a

prelude to r(\e lar service, the
schedule of which is yet to be fi-
nalised. The sources said the trial
run of the Indian train would take
place on July 12 and the train
from Kolkata would come up to
the eastern side of the Banga-
bandhu Bridge.

The return journey of the Ban-
gladesh train from India will start
at 8 a.m. and reach the eastern
side of the Bangabandhu Bridge
at 5 p.m. on July 12.

Prospects of a passenger train
service between the two countries
was brightened when the links for
goods trains between Bangladesh
and India were restored via Petra-
pole in India and Benapole in
Bangladesh on January 24 this
year.

The train from Bangladesh will
reach Sealdah via Darshana and
Gede in Nadia. Before the service
was discontinued in 1965, some
trains from the erstwhile East Pa-
kistan (now Bangladesh) also
used to go to Kolkata via Darsha-
na. The possibility of running

passenger trains between the two
countries through Benapole-Pe-
trapole will be looked into at a lat-
er stage, the sources said.

The direct train service be-
tween the then East Bengal (pre-
sent Bangladesh), which was
started in the early 20s, continued
till 1965. The India-Pakistan war
destroyed the communication
links. Efforts to revive the service
after the war in 1971, had to be
abandoned following the political
changeover in 1975. Fresh initia-
tives were taken after the present
government assumed office in
1996. Because of non-use for
more than three decades, the
tracks, particularly the portion
between Jessore and Bongaon,
have been damaged.

The Bangladesh and Indian of-
ficials last Thursday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
in New Delhi for operating pas-
senger train service between the
two countries. They expressed the
hope that regular service would
begin by the year-end. -
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FROM SUNANDO SARKAR

Gede, July 11: Irked by a two-
hour Indian customs-engineered
delay in the trial run of the Maitri
(Friendship) Express, the first
non-freight train that rolled into
Tndia from Bangladesh in 36 years
today, the Bangladeshi govern-
ment has decided to ask its Indian
counterpart to ensure a stop to
customs’ “excesses” on this side of
the border.

The hold-up of the trial train---
which had on board a 34-member
high-level Bangladeshi delegation
led by director (public relations),
ministry of communications, Md
Mostafa-e-Jamil — came as anem-
barrassment to Indian railway of-
ficials, who admitted that any re-
currence of such delays might ad-
versely affect Maitri’s commer-
cial viability.

Bangladeshi officials feel the

Indian customs will have to speed

up its work if Maitri Express, the ’
proposed name for the train
which will carry passengers be-
tween Calcutta and Dhaka, is to
pose a competition to the cross-
border bus service. If customs offi-
cials take two hours for 30-odd dig-
nitaries coming on an official visit
_- an average of four minutes for
every person — the time they-are
going to take for a train carrying
714 passengers will turn passen-
gers off, they say.

“1 chided our customs officials
when they took five minutes at the
Joynagar check-post in
Bangladesh,” Jamil said. But he,
and the others with him, were in
for a rude shock; the delegation,
coming on an official visit about
which the customs had prior in-
formation, was held up-for two
hours as each Bangladeshi official
was forced to give particulars of
their wristwatches, mobile
phones, rings and other orna-
ments. -

The cross-barder journey up to-
Dhaka should take about nine
hours, say Bangladeshi officials.
“But if the Indian customs contin-
ues to do what it does today, then

The Maitri Express at the check-post where it was held up by Indian customs. Picture by Amit Datta

the train service will be a
no-show,” a senior Bangladeshi
official said.

. Passenger-train services up to
Bangabandhu (East) station in
Bangladesh may begin within
three months if the caretaker gov-
ernment there, which will suc-
ceed Sheikh Hasina before elec-
tions are held, gives the go-ahead,
say officials. But the 397-km jour-
ney between Calcutta and Dhaka

may not begin before 2003 as the .

construction - of double-gauge
tracks between Bangabandhu
(East) and Kamalpur near Dhaka
is expected to take some time.

Though details like the fre-
«quency of services and the fare are
yet to be finalised, Bangladeshi of-
ficials say the fare is likely to

.hover around $12; three pairs of

trains are likely to run every
week.

When the deal is sealed, people
like A.B. Jabbar — who returned
to Bangladesh from Calcutta with
his father Md Mohiuddin and
wife, Kabita today — will stand to
gain the most, say offigigis. The
three, like 6ﬂ1ers‘crass%r-
der legally, had to walk four km
from the Gede check-post to the
‘nearest bus-stop in Bangladesh at

ey

Kaliganj. “The bus willhelp us im-
mensely,” Jabbar told The Tele-
graph at the Joynagar check-post
within his own country.

Officials from both countries
shared his enthusiasm but it
failed to rub off on people living
close to the border.

The reasons were not very far
to seek: gaping holes in the border
fence, particularly at Daspara and
Uttarpara near Gede, were there
1o facilitate smugglingof salt and
sugar to Bangladesh and rice to
India, villagers explaired. For
those who want to avoid the risks
of ,pilcking holeg through thefence,

there are “syndicates” to help
them cross the border.

Villagers said that is why the
only welcome for the first trav-
ellers by train from Bangladesh
was a stage-managed one, organ-
ised by a local club and financed
by money-changers who dealt in
foreign currency. Except some
more eateries, which would be put
up by club-members, and some
more business for the money-
changers, the train from
Bangladesh would not have any
impact on life close to the border,
villagers on this side of the border
explained.
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y Haroon Habib

that the pyoblems on the frontier
of the two tountries be addressed
expeditiously for maintaining
“peace and tranquillity” along

* their common border that wit-
nessed bloody encounters recent-
Iy.

yThe two sides, in their meeting
here on the first day of the three-
day talks, stressed on the speedy
resolution of demarcation of the
U.N.-demarcated areas between
them , a spokesperson of the Ban-

_ gladesh Ministry of Foreign Affairs

_ told presspersons.

' The Joint Secretary, Ministry of
External Affairs, Ms. Meera Shan-
kar, led the l4-member Indian
delegation in the meeting, while a
12-member Bangladesh delega-
tion was headed by Mr. Janibul
Hugq, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs.

The first Joint Boundary Work-
ing Group meeting held after the
Delhi meeting which finalised the
terms of reference of the JBWG
was marked by cordiality and
friendship. It took up the issue of
6.5 km of undemarcated border
between the two countries.

The Indian side said they had
come with an open mind and as-
sured their Bangladesh counter-
part of doing everything possible
to resolve the issue in the spirit of
the Indira-Mujib Land Boundary
Agreemerit of 1974.

To a question, the spokesperson
said, “‘there was good understand-
ing” between the two sides on is-
sues that wereiraised today. ‘‘The
talks progressed in the right direc-
tion” and “we are hopeful” of a
positive outcome, he added.

To another question, he said the
Indian delegation had assured
that they would instruct their con-
cerned authorities to exercise re-
straint, so that border shootings in
recent weeks, which had claimed
$ix to seven Bangladeshi lives, did

« border issue be

o-Bangla talks on

in

not recur. The gecond JBWG
meeting slated - for tomorrow
would deal with exchange of en-
claves and their adverse posses-
sion.

Later in the day, the two dele-
gations called on the Land Secre-
tary, Mr. M. Saiful Islam, and are
scheduled to meet the Home sec-
retary, Mr. M.A. Reza, tomorrow.

Meanwhile, a Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTC) bus,
as part of a joint trial carrying a
Bangladesh official delegation, left
here for Agartala in Tripura today
to finalize a draft agreement pre-
pared in Dhaka on introduction of
Dhaka-Agartala direct bus service.

The four-member Bangladesh
delegation led by the BRTC chair-
man, Mr. Azmal Chowdhury, dur-
ing its stay in Agartala would hold
talks with the Tripura Road Trans-
port Corporation (TRTC) author-
ities to finalize the agreement in
the light of the Dhaka talks held
on Sunday and today with the In-
dian side.

An Indian delegation of equal
number led by the TRTC chair-
man, Mr. Manik Dey, arrived in
Dhaka by a TRTC bus on Sunday .
afternoon for the trial run. The In-
dian side had two rounds of talks
with their Bangladesh counter-
part. The two sides prepared the
draft agreement which would be
finalized during talks-at Agartala,
capital of Tripura. ’

Sources said the two sides ini-
tially agreed on the proposed two-
way bus fare, reconstruction of
part of the Dhaka- Agartala road
after detailed discussions held in
Dhaka during the last two days.

The visiting Bangladesh delega-
tion is expected to return home on
Wednesday.

The BRTC sources said the Dha-
ka-Agartala road needed some
renovation and it would be diffi-
cult to do that immediately due
the monsoon rains. They expectgd
to start the commercial bus
vice in August this year.
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angladesh ‘keeps word’

: STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 2. — The sudden transfer of
Bangladesh Rifles’ chief Fazlur Rahman with a
" few other officials, ahead of the Indo-Bangla
Joint Boundary Working Group talks, is signifi-
cant in the backdrop of India’s demand for ac-
tion against those responsible for the attempt to
capture Pyrduah that led to the killing of 16
BSF jawans at Boroibari in mid-April.

Though reports from Dhaka didn’t ascribe a
- reason for the transfers, Maj-Gen Rahman had
gained notoriety after the jawans’ killings.

The Sheikh Hasina government, to complete
its term soon, seems to have kept its word to
New Delhi.

India isn'’t raising the Boroibari incident any-
more. The government today asserted that the
transfer of the BDR chief was Bangladesh’s “in-
ternal matter.”

An official delegation; led by the joint secreta-

ry in the fifinistry of external affairs Ms Meera
Shankarj arrived in Dhaka yesterday; talks on
the bordér dispute started today.

The delegation comprises a huge team of offi-

_cials including representatives from the minis-

tries of external affairs, home affairs, water re-
sources, law, Survey of India, Border Security
Force and census.

The team has been entrusted to address all as-
pects of boundary matters under the Land
Boundary Agreement.

The JWG will submit the reports to their re-
spective foreign secretaries and after several
rounds of talks they are expected to submlt a fi-
nal report by Aprll 2002.

Talks on border issues: The second meeting of
the India-Bangladesh Joint Working Groups
(JWGs) today began discussions to narrow down
differences on the border issue that led to
violent clashes between the two countries in
April, adds UNI from Dhaka, -

o
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AGARTALA Tiv 1 - A four
nembe »i::l delegation left
‘or Dhake ooy by the Agarta-
fa-Dhako - which was on a
trial vun

The
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deicganon meiuded the
Transport Corpo-

day, they met sehior officials in
Dhaka.

A Bangladesh delogaiiom led
by Mr M Azmal Chaeudhburi,
road transport corporation
chairman. wili arrive hepe with
Tripura delegation miembers
tomorrow.

9SS . e -

Salah Hasan, and a senior
BRTF official.

The delegation will leave for
Dhaka by bus on 4 July. Offi-
cial discussions on the service
schedule and fare structure are
now being held in Dhaka. The
talks will continue in Agartala.

The Bangladesh council of

Agartala-Dhaka bus

formally fetween senior road
transport rorboration officials
of both the countries,

The draft agreement was fi-
nalised after discussions be-
tween officials of both countries
in Dhaka en 28 February.

The agrecment includes provi-
sion for issuing multiple-entry

ration L vooean Mr Manik The Bangladesh delegation  ministers, in a meeting on 25 visa for the passengers. The
'Hs’y isport commis-  will include Bangt b Road  June, approved the draft agree- Bangladesh authorities are, re-
sioner. b fastash Sirkar, Transport Corporat tochni- ment to start a regular bus portedly. seen to start the serv-
ST ~ department cal  director. Mr wnulla service between Dhaka and ice before Skherkh Hasina Wajed
U \erll and Chaudhuri, BRTF ueneral Agartala. hands over power to a neutral

v. home af- manager toperation Mr SA  The agreement will be signed carctaker govt on 15 July.
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BSF firing kalls
(7/ A V\

- MALDA, June 15. — Three Bangladeshis we

i killed and another injured when a BSF jawan
fired on a group of men near the Sirshikalaibari
border out-post in the Habibpur area yesterday

afternoon.

i Two BSF jawans challenged a group of Bangla-
deshi rustlers trying to cross into Bangladesh
with two buffaloes — from Tilason village to Ja-
gannathpur, BSF officers said.

‘A BSF jawan, Mr Ramalal Prasad, was injured
when the Bangladeshis attacked him with a
sharp weapon. His colleague, Mr Ramesh Chand,
then fired in the air to scare away the assaﬂants

The sound of the gunshot drew about 30 Ban-
gladeshi farmers working in a field at Jagan-
nathpur. They gheraoed the BSF jawans. Mr
Chand then fired six rounds, killing three per-
sons and injuring one.

The BSF has kept a body while the villagers car-

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

3 Banvladeshls

ried the other two into Bangladesh, the officers
said. The injured jawan has been admitted to a
hospital and his condition is reportedly serious.
The local BSF authorities have announced an
award for the two jawans for their courage.

There was tension in the area today even as
BSF officers attempted contacting the Bangla- .

desh Rifles for a flag meeting.

An AFP report from Dhaka, however, said
two Bangladeshi villagers were killed and an-
other injured when the BSF allegedly fired on
them while they were grazing tattle.

A BDR commander, identifying himself as
Colonel Ahmed, said over the phone that initial
reports suggested the villagers were trying to
retrieve cattle that had strayed into the Indian
side. A BSF patrol fired on them after an alter-
cation. The BDR has lodged a protest with the
BSF for the shooting of unarmed civilians, Coi
Ahmed said. BDR officers were in touch with
the BSF to recover the other body. /

THE STATESHAN
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Gs to meet
in Dhaka K
‘next month

b

THE TWO Joint Working Gyoups
(JWGs) will meet for the first
time in early July in Dhaka, to
sort out border disputes between
India and Bangladesh.

This was decided after the draft
terms of reference guiding the
new institutionalised framework
were finalised at delegation-level
talks. The two-day talks ended
today.

A joint statement was issued at
the end of the talks, in which
both countries committed them-
selves to peace till a final solu-
tion is reached and implemented.
Both sides agreed to drop initial
plans of an Indian delegation
visiting Dhaka before June-end.

The JWGs’ flrst task would be

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 13

to exarm et orger demarca
tion.
The s cond task 1s to examine

patches of land deemed as “terri-
tories in adverse possession” and
enclaves.

This is the first time that such
a focused exercise is heing car-
ried out. There are actually very
few disputed areas: a stretch of
about 6.5 km in undemarcated
border, some 170 enclaves
between the two countries and
tiny patches like Pyrdiwah and
Mankachar in adverse posses-
sion.

E HIRDUSTAR 2
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1ndia, Bangla meet first

tim

Meira Shankar, Joint Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry, and
Janibul Haque, Joint Secretary in the Home Ministry, Bangladesh greet
each other on the first day of the summit in Dethi on Tuesday - P77

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 12

INDIA and Bangladesh today
held their first. official level talks
since the killing of 16 BSF soldiers in
border clashes in April, in a bid to
finalise terms of reference for two
working groups on pending border
issues and find a solution to 6.5 kms
of undemarcated boundary.

-~ ataVaV¥Wa =

1 DIALALLL VIULG s e vaam =~ =

/ﬁdo-Banglgiq;tglks begin...

relating to exchange of enclaves and adve

after bordet

ey L

A L.
clash

While the Indian side was led
by Meira Shankar, Joint Secretary
in the External Affairs Ministry,
the 11-member Bangladesh dele- !
gation was headed by Janibul

‘Haque, a joint secretary in the

Home Ministry. The taiks will con-
tinue tomorrow.

Both the sides would discuss,
during the two-day parleys, maf
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

the two

possessed |

countries in the context of a 1974 agreement, official sources said.

At Dhaka’s request, New Delhi had senta draft terms of reference in
February this year on the two working groups, the sources said, adding
the the terms and modalities for their operation were expected to be fi-

nalised to allow them to begin work

soon. The sources said that the April

border clashes underscored the need to address land boundary issues
quickly and in a purposeful manner. '

Both Indian and Bangladeshi teams have representatives from de-

‘ ents of land records and survey, the High Commissions, Ministries of

Law, Water Resources and Home Affairs and BSF and BDR. The In-

Bengal and Meghalaya.

The decision to form the working
was taken during foreign secre
ber. The working groups were
boundary demarcation in
Bangladeshborder”.

ups to address the border issues
vel consultation here last Decem-
tituted to deal with “unfinished task of
UN-demarcated boundary along India-

dian team also has land record and survey officials from Assam, West

MOUAN EXP R aw



Indian, Bangla

teams begin <"

T

INDIA TODAY hoped to finalise
with Bangladesh the terms of
reference for two working groups
on pending border issues during
its first official-level talks with
Dhaka since the killing of 16 BSF
soldiers in border clashes.

“We expect to finalise the
terms of reference during these
talks,” a spokesman of the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said here.
The two sides, which would also
go into the question of the 6.5 km
of undemarcated boundary,
acknowledged the efforts of the
Indian and Bangladeshi survey
teams in demarcating more than
4,000 km of boundary, he said.

While the Indian side was led
by Meira Shankar, Joint Secre-
tary in the External Affairs Min-
istry, the 11-member Bangladesh
delegation was headed by Jani-
bul Haque, a Joint Secretary in
the Home Ministry. The talks will
continue tomorrow.

The two sides will discuss dur-
ing the two-day parleys matters
relating to exchange of enclaves
and adversely possessed land by
the two countries in the context
of a 1974 agreement, the
spokesman said.

On Dhaka’s request, New
Delhi had sent a draft terms of
reference in February on the two
working groups, official sources
said, adding the terms and
modalities for their operation
were expected to be finalised to
allow them to begin work soon.

Sources said the April clashes
underscored the need to address
the boundary issues quickly and
in a purposeful manner.

PTI



/Indo-Bangla border talks from today

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 11

INDIA AND Bangladesh \Q'il
begin delegation-level talks
tomorrow in New Delhi on bor-
der disputes.

A joint secretary of the
Bangladeshi Home Ministry,
Janibul Hugq, will lead the team
from Dhaka. The team comprises
officials from Bangladesh’s
home, land and foreign min-
istries as well as representatives
from the Bangladesh Rifles Sur-
vey Department.

The Mankachar skirmish in
April has lent a grim background
to the talks. But for now, both
countries view the discussions as
little more than an attempt to get
a dialogue mechanism working.

The Bangladeshi High Com-
missioner, Mustafa Faruque, met
Home Minister L..K Advani today
to hand over a letter from

AFP PHOTO

BSF men guard the Indo-Bangla border near Dawki, Meghalaya.

Bangladesh’s Home Minister,
Mohammed Naseem.

A Ministry of External Affairs
spokesman indicated that New

Delhi wanted Dhaka to confirm
the terms of reference for two
Joint Working Groups that the
countries have agreed to set up.

MHE HINDUST 4.

Dhaka has not been confirming
this, holding up the task of mak-
ing the JWGs functional.

The arrival of the Bangladeshi
delegation was preceded by
offers and counter-offers to host
talks. First India announced its
invitation, to which the
Bangladesh Government sent a
counter-offer that talks be held in
its soil.

Finally, the two countries
decided to exchange delegations.
An Indian team is expected to
visit Dhaka by the end of the
month.

The Bangladeshi Prime Minis-
ter has expressed regret over the
Mankachar incident. A formal
inguiry was ordered to deter-
mine how the 16 BSF jawans
were Killed and under whose
orders.

India is expected to request
Bangladesh to expedite the

progress of the probe, sources
said.

o
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~Fhdo- -Bangla
talks today

STATESMAN Néf; SERVICE ‘

NEW DELHI, June 11. - Ind |
and Bangladesh will hold talks |
on pending border issues from !
tomorrow. This is the first !
interaction between the two |
countries since the killing of 15

BSF soldiers on 18 April. ;
India today reiterated it had !

been pursuing the issue !
, actively to resolve the matter

and had send the terms of

reference of the two Joint

Boundary Working Groups but

Dhaka had not responded so

far. New Delhi had sent a draft

of the terms of reference of the

groups in February this year.

In the next two ‘days, Dhaka

would finalise the terms of |
reference of the groups as well
as the modalities of the two
groups’ operations so that they
can become functional at an
early stage.

i RRSEE
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" on June 12. A Foreign Ministry re-

! dian delegation’s visit would be
* discussed at the New Delhi meet-

{
o Bangla team

coming for talks

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, JUNE 10. A Bangladesh dt:l/
egation leaves for New Delhi to-
morrow to attend the border talks

lease said the delegation, led by
the Joint Secretary, Mr. Janibul
Hagq, is going at the invitation of
the Indian Government to discuss

boundary demareation and relat-
ed issues. ) ot (L) forn
The meeting takes place in the

wake of worst-ever border skir-
mishes between the two countries
that claimed the lives of at least 19
border guards on both sides. The
talks will finalise the terms of ref-
erence for the functioning of the
Joint Boundary Working Groups
(JBWGs). The meeting is the out-
come of intense diplomatic ef-
forts by Dhaka and New Delhi
and enjoys the full backing of the
heads of both Governments.

The decision to form JBWGs
was taken during the Foreign Sec-
retary-level consultations in New
Delhi in December last year. They
were constituted to deal with “de-
marcation of the still undemar-
cated 6.5 km boundary”.

“The groups would alsc touch on
the issues of exchange of enclaves
and lands in adverse possession.

The delegation will include rep-
resentatives from the foreign,
land, law, justice and parliamen-
tary affairs ministries, Depart-
ment of Land Records and
Survey, Joint Rivers Commission
and the Bangladesh Rifles.

The second meeting will be
held here and the dates of the In-

ing. /
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DHAKA, MAY 30. A Bangladesh delegation is leaving
here for Delhi on June 11 to take part in the much
awaited official-level talks with India to resolve is-
sues arising out of the recent border disputes.

The first round of talks between the two neigh-
bours, after the mid-April border clashes, will begin
in the Indian Capital on June 12, an official announ-
cement said here today.

Disclosing the schedule of the two-day meeting,
the Foreign Secretary, Syed Muazzem Ali told a press
briefing that “Bangladesh attaches particular signif-
icance to the Delhi meeting because it is taking place
after the unfortunate incident on the border last
month which claimed lives on both sides”.

A 12-member Bangladesh team, comprising repre-
sentatives from several ministries, including Water
Resources, Land, Law and Parliamentary Affairs and
Foreign Affairs, will be led by a Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

The Foreign Secretary said the second meeting of
the officials of the two countries is expected to be
held here in the later part of June. The announce-
ment of the official-level meeting, Mr. Ali said, is
being simultaneously made from the Capitals of the
two countries.

The prime objective of the Delhi meeting is to
finalise the terms of reference of the Joint Boundary
Working Group (JBWG), Mr. Ali said, adding it will
also work out the composition and modus operandi
of the JBWG.

The JBWG was formed during the meeting of the
Foreign Secretary of the two countries in Delhi last
December. While the first JBWG will deal with de-
marcation of the un-demarcated 6.5 km border of
the two countries, the second JBWG will take up the

By Haroon Habib

THE HINDU

ladesh team comiﬁ,

settled issues — exchang gnc]aves and adverse

possession — between the t\wo countries.

Mr. Ali who expressed gread “optimism” about the
Delhi meeting, said, “it will definitely yield positive
results’.

The Foreign Secretary also said Bangladesh would
like to have the demarcation work completed within
one year of the first meeting of the JBWG. He said in
the last two years, the two countries have succeeded
in demarcating nearly 121 km of border area.

Replying to a question, Mr. Ali said the exact date
of Dhaka meeting will be fixed at the Delhi meeting
and it is expected to be in the last week of June.

To another question, he said Bangladesh’s investi-
gation of last month’s border happening is going on.
He added that “Bangladesh understands that a simi-
lar probe is being done in India to ascertain how and
when the BSF men intruded into Bangladesh territo-
ry which led to the unfortunate deaths on both
sides”. He said that “we are in constant touch with
each other” on the matter.

The Foreign Secretary said although exchange of
enclaves and adverse possession are settled matters,
a mechanism has to be evolved to do the actual
work. “We have the guidelines chartered in Mujib-
Indira Land Boundary Agreement of 1974, but details
have to be worked out,” he added.

Mr. Ali who is scheduled to meet his Indian coun- |

terpart, Ms. Chokila Tyer in Colombo on June 9 on
the sidelines of the SAARC Foreign Secretaries meet-
ing in Colombo next month, said in reply to a ques-
tion that the entire gamut of bilatergl/Telations
including border issues will also come up for dis-
cussion.

If the official-level meeting failsfo resolve the dis-
putes, the matter will be takepAip at higher level, he
said in reply to a questio
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‘India, Bangfades
2o slow on talks"’

By Seema Guha
The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: After their brief
border skirmish, both India and
Bangladesh made reassuring
sounds about ensuring that such in-
cidents do not recur.

However, domestic political con-
siderations have led both govern-
ments to drag their feet on where
and when the talks should be held.
India set the ball rolling by issuing
the initial invitation for a team
from Bangladesh to come to New
Delhi between May 22 to 25, for
discussions on the border. Dhaka
countered the Indian move by call-
ing on New Delhi to send a team to
Bangladesh between May 28 to 30.

Officially, Bangladesh says it
wants an Indian delegation in Dha-
ka because in the last one year,
there has more or less been a one-
way traffic to Delhi. In April 2000, a
Bangladesh delegation headed by
the home secretary was here.
Around June- July another offici
team from Dhaka visited Delhj
December last year, foreign cre-

tary Shafi Sami arrived for forgign
office consultations with
Mansingh. In April, Major Gengral
Fazlur Rahman, the chief of the
Bangladesh Rifles was here for
talks with his BSF counterpart.

“Considering this, we thought it
would be nice for India to send a
team for a change,” an official of
Bangladesh said. The Hasina gov-
ernment, worried about political
repercussions in an election year,
would much rather have an Indian
team there. “We don’t mind back to
back meetings either. Soon after
the Dhaka meet we can have an-
other in Delhi,” the official said.

The important point for Sheikh
Hasina is to ensure the opposition
does not say that she is kowtowi
to India.

Indian officials publicly say New
Delhi will announce a team soon.
little time to organise a

nal affairs and also representatio
frqm the BSF,” an Indian offici

once the team is ready.”

fHE TIMES OF INDIA

- (:a
:‘? W

mAr 241




y
{

LESSONS F

HE ghastly killing of 16
Border Security Force
personnel has caused a
sense of anger and horror all
over the country and cast a
shadow on the friendly rela-
tions between India and
Bangladesh. Former director
general of BSF, Mr Prakash
Singh, released to the press
a statement raising a num-
ber of pertinent questions.
He held the government res-
ponsible for mishandling the
, issue and expressed the view

' that the ill-fated BSF foray

into Boraibari in Bangladesh

- must have had some kind of

clearance from Delhi. He was
correct in pointing out that
the pictures of mutilated
bodies of BSF personnel will
have a very demoralising
effect on the minds of BSF

| jawans guarding the borders

of the country.

I have served the BSF first
as the Inspector General in
West Bengal Frontier and
thereafter as the Additional
Director General for nearly
five years. I had visited every
nook and corner of the long
and porous Indo-Bangladesh
border and I feel that only a

. thorough inquiry will reveal

| the tragic circumstances cul-

minating in the massacre.
However, some facts have to

! be borne in mind.

First, the long 4,096-km
border between India and
Bangladesh does not follow
natural geographical align-
ments everywhere. It moves
in a criss-cross manner
through the densely popu-
lated villages, long green
paddy fields, seasonal rivers
and nalas. At the time of
country’s partition the boun-
dary line drawn on the map
by the Boundary Commission
under Radcliff was straight-
away implemented owing to
paucity of time at the Com-

| mission’s disposal. The entire
| border, and more so between
S West Bengal and Bangla-

desh, is thickly populated. A
pumber of villages extend up
to the zero line on the border

ﬁ

L

!% and strangely enough there
4

The author is a former Direc-

) tor, National Police Academy.

are bordering villages parts
of which are in India and
parts in Bangladesh.

Second, there are 111 Indian
enclaves in Bangladesh and
51 Bangladesh enclaves in-
side India. A stretch of 6-1/2
km of the border is yet to be
demarcated because of the
concern of the Hindu popu-
lation leaving on the lands
which are likely to go to
Bangladesh after demarca-

ﬁension along the Indo-Bangladesh horder is closely |

By SANKAR SEN

otcasions there were clashes
tween villagers on two

sides of the border leading to

confrontation between the

BSF and BDR.

1 recollect an incident in

Murshidabad where follow-

ing clashes bet-

ween the villa-

gers on two sides

%g meeting. On numerous
b

The BSF foray into Boraibari
was a grave operational
blunder. The decision was
perhaps taken at a
local level

tion. Land has to be found to
resettle these people before
the demarcation is comple-
ted. Bangladesh ratified the
Indira-Mujib Boundary Ag-
reement in November 1974.
But it has not been ratified
by India because parliamen-
tary approval has not been
obtained so far This is un-
fortunate, and creates a feel-
ing in the minds of the
Bangladeshis that India is
not serious about it.

Third, the recent tension on
the Indo Bangladesh border
is related to the issue of
adverse possession. Pyrdi-
wah is a small khasi village
of about 20 families near
Dawky in Assam-Bangladesh
border. It is located on a plot
of land about 300 acres in-
side Bangladesh and the BSF
border outpost is also located
on this plot in adverse pos-
session of India. On 15 April,
about 1,000 Bangladesh
Rifles men surrounded the
post from three sides. They
also chased away the local
villagers. The BSF force,
however, held its ground.
Incidents of this kind are not
new. Similar .ncidents had
occurred in the past. The
BSF would bring in rein-
forcements, exchange fire
with BDR, and then have a

of the border,§
there was heavy =5
exchange of fire between the
BSF and BDR. The DIG,
Bangladesh Rifles, imme-
diately got in touch with me
over the phone and skir-
mishes came to an end and
tension subsided after the
flag meeting. Both BSF and
BDR are equipped with
automatic rifles and mortars.
In this exchange of fire three
or four BDR constables and
one BSF jawan died. When 1
visited the spot, the local vil-
lagers gave me a hero’s wel-
come and I was overwhelmed
with emotion to find that
they had installed a statue of
the BSF jawan, who had laid
down his life for protecting
their hearths and homes.
There were many occasions
when the BDR complained of
aggressive tactics of BSF and
in some cases I found that
there was some substance in
their allegations. After some
time tension would subside
the status quo would return.
Sometimes during flag meet-
ings and border cooperation

conferences with BDR, some

of the BSF commandants
used to- behave uppishly, if
not rudely. There was a dis-
play of a big brother attitude

and lack of appreciation of

L7

the feelings of a small
neighbour.

However, the BSF foray into
Boraibari was a grave opera-
tional blunder. The decision
was perhaps taken at a local
level. The general order for
border alert was issued by
BSF headquarters, but this
counter-strike was perhaps

the brainchild of the local
Commandant. The truth
would come to light after the
inquiry which has been
ordered. I also cannot fathom
as to why the BSF jawans
were mercilessly killed and
their bodies mutilated. In the
past BSF jawans intruding
into Bangladesh have been
captured by the BDR and re-
turned after a flag meeting
without any harm being done
to them. The BSF also did
the same thing in respect of
BDR personnel. I feel that
the lynching was done by the
local villagers who had scores
to settle with the BSF. But
what baffles me is why the
BDR contingent could not
prevent this ghastly torture
and killing.

It is reported in the press
that present DG, BSF, Guru-
bachan Jagat, has said that
three patrol parties entered
Boraibari,and one group led
by the Deputy Commandant
was captured by the BDR.
However, if BSF jawans were
shot dead in captivity by the
BDR personnel, it would be a
wanton and shocking act of
brutality.

Tension and anger among
the BSF personnel is under-

, _ osely linked with political instabilty,
economic problems and the population explosion leading to large-scale infiltration

ROM BORAIBARI

standable, but it is a wise
decision not to allow them in
the name of redeeming nat-
ional honour to go in for
counter-strikes. This kind of
retaliatory action would be

short-sighted. Though BSF

senior officers as well as

jawans feel frustrated, this is

the time to remain calm, ex-

ercise restraint and take

measures after careful con-

sideration.

Tension on the Indo-Bang-

ladesh border is closely link-

ed with infiltration from

Bangladesh. Political insta-

bility, inadequate economic

development, and population

explosions are some of the

factors compelling a large

number of Bangladeshis to

leave their homes and enter

India in search of employ-

ment. Many of them have

settled down in the border

districts of West Bengal and

Assam and created an ex-

plosive situation. Somehow,

state governments, particu-

larly West Bengal and As-

sam, have not taken note of

the gravity of the problem. In

meetings and conferences,

officers of BDR have consis-

tently taken the stand that

there had been no infiltration

from Bangladesh and refused

to take back the Bangla-

deshis handed over to them

by us. We suggested to the

state government in West

Bengal the introduction of

identity cards inmitially in

some of the border areas

where infiltrations have be-

come an alarming menace.

The state government had

dragged its feet.

Meanwhile, the wider issues

of settling the territorial

disputes with Bangladesh

pending since 1947 — that is,

enclaves in each other’s ad-

verse possession and clear

demarcation of the 6.5 km
unmarked border — should -
be speeded up. The BSF

strength in the eastern. bors
der has to be augmented.

This incident which must

have caused a misunder--
standing between the top

brass of BDRand BSF
should not trigfer off further
clashes.

e




India weighs Bangl
talks offer §

INDIA ON Tuesda said
Bangladesh’s offer to hold border
talks this month-end was “under
consideration” and indicated
that a decision on this wo dge

ay 23 to

taken shertly.

India had suggested
25 for talks on boundary dem
cation and other contentiou
issues and invited a delegation
from Dhaka to New Delhi.
Bangladesh made a counter-offer
inviting an Indian delegation to
Dhaka and proposed May 26 to 30
for the purpose. “This is under
consideration,” an external
affairs ministry spokesman told
reporters in response to ques-
tions. Delhi’s proposal was for
discussing all pending matters
relating to the 1974 agreement on
demarcation of the land bound-
ary and related matters.

PTI, New Delifi
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“Indo-Bangla
border meet
in Juney 4

e
Dhaka, May 20 Q‘ )

TOP INDIAN and Banglad{ashi
border officials will meet next
month to discuss the recent
clashes that killed 19 guards on
both sides and take steps to pre-
vent a similar confrontation in
future.

The meeting will be held from
June 2 to June 5 on the
Bangladeshi side of the Rajshahi
border, 270 km north-west of
Dhaka. .

The deputy heads of the BDR
and BSF will discuss issues such
as cross-border trade, smuggling
and human migration. This is the
first high-level meeting between
the two sides since the violence at
the Boraibari-Assam frontier.

Bangladesh is probing an Indi-
an allegation that the bodies of its
paramilitary soldiers were muti-
lated and tortured in custody.

Bangladesh says its soldiers
fired in self-defence after the
Indian guards attacked
Boraibari on April 18, two days
after the Bangladeshi troops had
occupied an Indian village.

Tension was defused after
Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Wajed spoke to
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the
phone and junior border officials

from the two sides met several
times in the past month. /
A
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| IndoMB‘a’rlgI
talks: venuem'\A\
undecided “

DHAKA, MAY 18. Bangladesh and 1
dia are undecided on a venue fo
a proposed talks aimed at resolv
ing the border disputes which
triggered a clash last month, For-
eign Ministry officials said today.

“We are awaiting response to
our invitation to India for holding
border talks in Dhaka later this
month,” the Foreign Secretary,
Syed Muazzem Ali, told reporters.

Bangladesh earlier agreed to an
Indian proposal for a meeting in
New Delhi, but last week it sug-
gested that Dhaka be the venue.
“The talks will take plac
the Governments ar
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order clashes won’t
ect ties: Hasina

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \D\\

LONDON, May 13. - Bangladesh Pxime Minister, Sheikh Hasina
Wajed has said the recent border ¢lashes with India will not
affect bilateral relations, which are “very good.”

“There are border clashes some times and it can be solved. I
believe the clashes will not affect our bilateral relationship,” Mrs
Wajed said. The Bangladesh Prime Minister arrived here on her
way to Brussels to attend the third least developed countries |
(LDC) conference. |

Mrs Wajed said Dhaka always gave importance to good rela- ‘
tionship with neighbouring countries and hoped the problem will |

be solved “very quickly”. ‘
“We believe friendship between neighbouring countries sh%
exist and improve. We want to solve this problem (border clas
es) very quickly. It can be solved because we have a very good |
relationship,” she said. The Opposition party in Bangladesh had |
trigd (;to capitalise on the situation but did not succeed, she [
added. |
On the problems Bangladesh faced in guarding its long inter- |
national borders, Mrs Wajed said the previous government had f
not implemented the Indira-Mujib agreement on the 4,000 km | .
border with India. “We will try to solve the problems on the basis
of the agreement,” she said. A task force has been set up to tack-
le the problem and it would meet very soon. ‘
Mrs Wajed appreciated UK”s role in 1971 during “the great war |
of liberation against the Pakistani occupation grmy”. ‘
The British press had also extended its“cooperation to the .
oppressed people of Bangladesh. |
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‘BDR operation

decoded

A0
\

}/ )
from messaggs

HT Correspondent
Shillong, May 11

THE INTRUSION by Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) jawans in the tiny
non-descript border village of
Pyrdiwah on April 16 caught
everyone by surprise. How could
Bangladesh gather the courage
to take on India?

Intelligence agencies here
eavesdropping on wireless com-
munication of BDR were initial-
ly flummoxed. It was on April 18
morning at 10.15 am, when a top
official from BDR’s headquarters
in Dhaka was directing the Com-
mandant of the 40th battalion to
continue shelling,

The 40th battalion of BDR was
deployed along the Mankachar
sector, where the border skir-
mish witnessed the bloodiest
fight. “Don’t worry. Continue fir-
ing, ammunition are being
sent...” the BDR message decod-
ed by the Indian cryptologists
reported.

Acting on the interception, the
Indian forces immediately beefed
up operations. There was heavy
shelling by the BSF jawans in
Mankachar sector and subse-
quently, Pyrdiwah was also force-
fully vacated by BSF jawans the
next morning (April 19).

Interestingly, after the copy-
book-style operation in Pyrdi-
wah there was sudden change in
the tune of the intercepted BDR
messages from the morning of
April 19. An official of BDR’s
33rd battalion informed the head-
quarters in Dhaka. “The present
deployment is not capable of
fighting the counterpart (BSF)

immediately rush reinforce-
ment...”
The ‘boss’ in the headquarters

" directed the official on the fron-

tier to hold on till further orders.
The next message came to the
Commandant of the 33rd battal-
ion within half an hour of the
first SOS. “It is not possible to
send reinforcement. Withdraw
immediately if it is unsafe,” the
order came from the top. The
order also said “save men and
materials”,

For the next hour, there was
repeated inquiry about the with-
drawal operations from the head-
quarters. Soon, the commandant
of 33rd battalion directed the BDR
personnel posted at Izlamari,
Patherchar and Boraibari border
outposts to “vacate immediately”.

Quoting intelligence sources,
the commandant of the battal-
ion, was reportedly heard saying
over the wireless that 80 to 90
vehicles, carrying Indian Army
personnel, were approaching
Boraibari.

As a precautionary measure,
all the BDR troops were ordered
immediately to retreat at least
three kilometres south of the
frontier to evade any casualty.
“Do not fire, do not fire...” the
order said. Howeyer, the BDR’s
intelligence information was
wrong and there was no such
deployment of Army personnel
along the frontier.

The last SOS from one Captain
Samul at BDR’s outpost at Kordi-
para during the late hours of
April 19 said, “We will be fin-
ished in half an hougpif we do not
retreat...”
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' Relations with Bangl5desh maf be revived

} LEFT to herself, Sheikh Hasina, prime mikister of Bangla- .
? desh is a good friend of India and this)friendship has :
! brought her rich dividends in the shape of tariff concessions |
for her country’s products and help in solving long-standing
problems between the two countries. She has not forgotten
how India helped her father achieve independence from erst- |
while Pakistan in 1971 and both father and daughter have
been close to this country. If anything the only factor imped-
ing even closer relations has been the rise of fundamentalism
in Bangladesh and ties that her arch rival Begum Khalida Zia
has forged with extreme elements in her country’s polity and !
who loses no opportunity to indulge in India-baiting for do- |
* mestic consumption, When the deplorable incident took place -

recently on our unguarded border in which 16 of our men lost
' their lives to the unprovoked violence and barbarism of the
Bangladesh Rifles, the restraint in Delhi was dictated by the
fear that in the coming elections Sheikh Hasina could not aff-
ord to be seen as too close to India. It is clear that the violence
was the result of fundamentalist influence in the Bangladesh
armed forces and the consideration influenced Hasina’s
barely concealed desire to visit Delhi and apologise. The sug-
gestion was hastily withdrawn for the same reasons and we
understood.

Clearly we underestimated the advantages to be drawn |
from using India as a bogey and brownie points to be scored
by appearing to stand up to the larger neighbour. All things
considered, few could have been prepared for Hasina’s need to
appear even more uncompromising towards India than her
tormentor. Speaking in Dhaka she carried the fight to her
. opponent’s camp, accusing Khalida of being pro-India
instead. Clearly the best form of defence is attack! The Prime
Minister accused the Opposition of being soft on India. She
gave examples to justify her new stance. It was Khalida who
had reduced duties on Indian imports, she on the other hand
was negotiating duty-free access for 25 Bangladesh products.
The recital of her standing up to India is not important, that
she feels it necessary to do so is the point. In the short term
there is no difficulty in understanding Hasina’s predicament.
But this can become a bad habit. This newspaper has warned
of how fundamentalism is filling the vacuum of the slowing
down of warm and friendly relations, of exchanges and of
! cultural and linguistic ties that once existed between the two

neighbours. There is no point in apportioning blame. As the

larger country we must understand the compulsions of our
much smaller and weaker neighbour.

It is the tendency now coming to the surface that is worry-
ing. We have not done enough to contain the fundamentalist
influences coming from Pakistan and underestimated the
ease with which ties of language, culture, art and music can
be smothered by the cry, simple, narrow and wrong that the .
common bond of Islam is all that matters between what was
once one country, an absurdity in geography and represen- |
ting all that we have fought against in our national struggle
for independence. It would be an oversimplification, to sup-
pose that this is explained by the proximify of elegtions in |
Bangladesh and afterwards it will all be hilnky-dory again. |
Appeasement is not suggested; it is rarely good policy. But it :
is true that taking a much smaller country for granted comes
naturally. We have been warned. We must pay far more
attention to Dhaka than we have done so far. We must be fair
and seen to be fair but cultural ties. that have fallen into
disuse should be revived. We must not play into Pakistan’s -

hands; to fight any battle on the enemy’s turf is bad tactics. /
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NEW DELHi, MAY 7. The Minister of
State for Home, Mr, I.D. Swami,
today said the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment, not just the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) chief, Mr. Fazlur
Rahman, should be held respon-
sible for last month’s border in-

cidents in which 16 Border
Security Force soldiers were
killed.

“We should always hold the
Bangladesh Government respon-
sible for what happened and not

st the BDR chief,” he told Mr.
Karan Thapar on Line of fire pro-
gramme to be telecast on Sab TV

on Saturday. “ g
atement

To a question on 1
of the Bangladesh Foreign Secre-
tary that the premier, Sheikh Ha-
sina, had only voiced deep shock
over the killing of BSF soldiers
and mutilation of bodies, Mr.
Swami said that during the 25-
minute telephonic talk with the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari

8 MAY 2

~"Hasina Govt to blame: Minister

Vajpayee, she had said “sorry”

thrice and had given the assur-
ance of a full-fledged inquiry and
strong action against those found
guilty. The Haryana Vikas Party
MP, Mr. Swaraj Kaushal, and the
Congress leader, Mr. K. Natwar
Singh, said there was ‘‘gross” in-
telligence failure and “‘slackening
of vigil” on the part of Indiaalong
the border area in Pyrdiwah in
Meghalaya and in Assam. — PTI

Hasina blames Opposition: Page 14
Vi
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e of deceit

M. N

he many, and contra-
dictory, versions of
the clash between
India’s Border Securi-
ty Force personnel and the
Bangladesh = Rifles (BDR)
ignore a- significant truth viz.,
the highly tense and unsatisfac-
tory nature of the relations that
exist. today between the two

countries, despite the character -

of the regime in power in
Dhaka. The gruesome killings
and the torture of BSF person-
nel, whether solely by the BDR
or in- conjunction with local
mobs, contains a message that
India cannot afford to overlook
much longer and must be faced
squarely. It might salve India’s
| hurt and agony — to an extent
— if Sheikh Hasina were to
offer an unconditional apology,
but she is clearly in no position
to do so. The sooner we accept
this as the omnipresent reality,
instead of giving certificates of
good conduct: -to particular

regimes in Dhaka, the better.

This is not to suggest that India
should act on impulse, but that
we need to remove the many
cob-webs that hamper our
thinking along new lines.
Officialdom, the media and
the intelligentsia all have
excelled in minimising the
gravity of this incident, and in
passing it off as an instance of
“adventurism” by a few BDR
elements located ow the Indo-
Bangladesh border. The direc-
tor general of the BSF has, how-
ever, not bought this and in his
press interview squarely blamed
the chiefs of the Bangladesh
Army and the BDR, accusing
them of a pre-planned attack on
the BSF unit posted on the
Assam-Meghalaya border.
There is also little grist to the
speculation that this might be
the work of anti-establishment
elements in Bangladesh —
including sections in the Army
and the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party — to embarrass Sheikh
Hasina. While some see in this
Pakistan’s hand, and the role of
the ISI, to sour relations
between India and Bangladesh,
firm evidence is [lacking.
Dethi’s restrained response so
as not to adversely affect Indo-
Bangladesh relations, and its
attempt to distance the higher
echelons in Dhaka from the car-

nage, has gone down well with ~

“liberals,” but leaves many a
question unanswered.

Anyone familiar with border
disputes or border settlement
issues would know that an
unsettled stretch of 6.5 km of a
several hundred kilometre long
Indo-Bangladesh border could
not have been the cause of a
bloody carnage of this kind.
Several stretches of India’s bor-
ders with China, Pakistan,
Nepal and Bangladesh remain
to be either demarcated or yet to
be settled. In glib “officialese”
efforts have been devoted
towards better border manage-
ment in all such areas, including
more effective ways and means
to prevent illegal migrations,
reduce trafficking in drugs, nar-
cotics, arms and explosives, and
check smuggling, etc. Paradoxi-
cally, the situation usually tends
to be more difficult where
“weaker” countries .— like
Bangladesh and Nepal — are
concerned. Therein lies the rub,
and the earlier the real reasons
are determined, the less the
chances that these mistakes will

" become necessary.

perbaps more corrvectly

BSF JAWANS GUARD THE INDO-BANGLA BORDER: ‘If theve was a failure, it is not so much
with the detailed granularity of the information provided, as with the inability to assess, or
oject, the panovama of deceit that has been unfolding for some

time. It is the nature of the big picture, vather than lack of information on the capabilities
or resources of Bangladesh, that was possibly not made available’

be repeated.

Admittedly, India’s" relations
with many of its neighbours
have not always been satisfacto-

ry. Deteriorating relations with

China and Pakistan in the past
led to conflict and war. India’s

relations with Burma remained-

in deep freeze for long, but

- signs of a thaw are now dis-

cernible. With Nepal, many
problems remain to be sorted
out. With Bangladesh and
Sheikh Hasina’s government,
relations were expected to show
improvement, but apart from
some cosmetic changes at the
top, relations have remained
unsatisfactory. With the excep-
tion of Bhutan, and possibly Sri
Lanka, India and its neighbours
have often operated on different
wave-lengths. :
Imparting greater realism to
our policies and attitudes vis-a-
vis' our neighbours has hence

Many (in

Bangladesh) fear that .

India’s information
advantage and growing
military supremacy is -
reducing Bangladesh
to insignificance. -
Bangladesh, which
already feels ‘hemmed
in’ politically and
commercially by India,
finds it difficult to come
to terms with forecasts
that India is likely to
emerge as an economic
giant with a dynamic
and growing economy
~and ‘unrivalled
regional power,” and
- that countries like
Bangladesh have few
prospects other than
to go closer to India and
become more dependent
on it. All this
translates into a ‘deep
distrust’,of India. To
disregard the intensity
of feelings on this
account, and take refuge
in Sheikh Hasina’s
personal friendship will
thus be a serious error

In both
Nepal and Bapgladesh, for
instance, we were caught unpre-
pared at the extent and depth of
anti-India’  feelings.  Giving
clean chit to the regime’s lead-

ers or donning an air of “injured

innocence,” is hardly the best
way to sort out such matters.

There are clearly sinister forces
at work, whp are burrowing
deep into society and psyche of
the people in these countries,
engaged in distorting existing

relationships. The surface calm.

can be highly misleading. It
would be wiser to admit that
such elements exist and have
the strength and ability to queer
the pitch for India. Hiding our
heads ostrich-like in the sand
will only damage our standing.
We are hardly responsibie for
our geography, or for that mat-
ter our history, and have no rea-
son to be apologetic for the
asyimmetries of size, population
and resources. If our economic
potential makes India an object
of fear, apprehension, and envy
of our neighbours, we should
not be expected to - make
amends by accepting each and
every one of their démarches.
Making allowances for contra-
dictory strands of policy in a
divided polity like Bangladesh
fs one thing. Absolving the
Sheikh Hasina regime of any
kind of anti-India taint, as if all
or most members of the regime
share a common perception of
India, is another. We should
regard this unfortunate incident
as -an early warning signal and
take a hard look at what kind of

policy correctives require to be .

put in place. Our restraint on
this occasion should not be mis-
taken for “helplessness,” tempt-
ing ‘other smaller countries to
emulate Bangladesh. Geo-polit-
ical reality dictates that India is
not perceived as the butt of
ridicule of countries in its

neighbourhood. Adequate com--

pensation by a country violating
canons of civilised behaviour is
the minithum that is calied for.

he¢ Boraibari incident,

hence, must not be treat-

ed as a mere error of
judgement. A serious introspec-
tion is called for, since it is
symptomatic of a serious
malaise with longer-term conse-
quences. Bangladesh today, is a
deeply polarised natjon, a vic-
tim of the complex, interplay of
social, economic, religious and
political forces. It confronts a
host of problems for which
answers are*not readily forth-
coming. The dominant political
discourse is no longer based on
a secular Bengali identity.

Increasing religious fundamen- .

talism leading to “Islamisation”
of Bangladesh has deeply
scarred the nation and led to a
high level of intolerance of
other communities. Traditional

‘communal groups with strong

religious umderpinnings pose a
range of challenges for the gov-
erning elite. NGOs, many fund-
ed by Islamic societies in Pak-
istan, West Asia and elsewhere,
are using the -opportunity to
mobilise co-religionists. The
quality of governance has been

steadily declining and the State
is seemingly less and less in
control. Inability to deal with
issues of poverty and disease,
and slow economic growth has
exposed ' the regime to the
charge of being both ineffective
and incompetent.

Political forces on the extreme.

right and extreme- left, and
including sections in the mid-
dle, are today highly critical of
India. Many fear that India’s
information  advantage and
growing military supremacy is
reducing =~ Bangladesh to
insignificance. Bangladesh,
which already feels “hemmed
in” politically and commercial-
ly by India, finds it difficuit to
come to terms with forecasts —
such as those contained in
Global Trends 2015 — that
India is likely to emerge as an
economic giant with a dynamic
and growing economy and

‘ Urging Sheikh .
.« Hasinatodo
sbmething must not be
fallaciously viewed as
l#kely to help her
‘enemies’ — who
fiction dictates are -
-equally India’s
" ‘enemies’.
Cooperation between
nations transcends
mere bonds of
friendship among
_ their leaders. National
interests seldom
are subordinated to
personal interests or
friendship...
Arguments that
any attempt to
humiliate Sheikh
Hasina would only
result in her defeat
in the elections due
later this year, are
equally specious.
India does not
presume, or claim, nor
is it in a position to
influence the course of
elections or of
- democratic politics in

Bangladesh
.|
“unrivalled regional power,”
and that countries like

Bangladesh have few prospects
other than to go closer to India
and become more dependent on
it. All this translates into a
“deep distrust” of India. To dis-
regard the intensity of feelings
on this account, and take refuge

in Sheikh Hasina’s personal
friendship ignoring those of the
regime and the people, will thus
be a serious error.

Not unexpectedly, the print
medium has talked of yet anoth-
er colossal intelligence failure
in this context. If there was a

_ failure, it is not so much with
“the detailed granularity of the

information provided, as with
the inability to assess, or per-
haps more correctly project, the
panorama of deceit that has
been unfolding for some time. It
is the nature of the big picture,
rather than lack of information
on the capabilities or resources
of Bangladesh, that was possi-
bly not made available. Divin-
ing the thinking of key deci-
sion-makers in Bangladesh is
one thing. Making sense out of
the many “intangibles” that
compel a regime or the people
to act in a particular way is

- clearly another, and more diffi-

cult, task. That kind of assess-
ment needs much more than
intelligence inputs. It requires
the involvement of other disci-
plines and skills and, more
importantly, putting aside the
mind-set of more than a quarter
of a century.

he Indian establishment
has so far displayed a
pathetic unwillingness to
accept that Bangladesh ' now

‘responds more réadily to the

“drum beat” of Islamic national-
ism than to any secular philoso-
phy. Also that, coming on top of
the usual friction between a
small nation and a big neigh-
bour, this had the effect of dras-
tically altering attitudes in a
negative direction. Economic
and social decline and severe
dislocation of populations have
greatly exacerbated frustrations,
much of which is directed at
India. In this backdrop, pet theo-
ries that with Sheikh Hasina and
“pro-liberation forces” in con-
trol, India holds all the cards and
that Pakistan is at the receiving
end, will need to be jettisoned.
Urging Sheikh Hazzina to do
something must not be falla-
ciously viewed as likely to help
her “enemies” — who fiction
dictates are equally India’s “ene-
mies”. Cooperation between
nations transcends mere bonds of
friendship among their leaders.
National interests seldom are
subordinated to personal inter-
ests or friendship. The Ganges
Waters  Agreement  between
India and Bangladesh became
possible because India made
concessions which it had been
unwilling to do so previously,
and hardly because Sheikh Hasi-

na was any more conciliatory
“than her predecessors. The Tin

Bigha Agreement took place in
1992 when the present Opposi-
tion leader, Khaleda Zia, held the |

‘reins of office in Bangladesh.

Arguments that any attempt to
humiliate Sheikh Hasina would
only result in her defeat in the
elections due later this year, are
equally specious. India does not
presume, or claim, nor is it in a
position to influence the course
of elections or of democratic pol-
itics in Bangladesh.

What India must do, however,
is to fine tune its policies taking
into account the emerging reali-
ty in Bangladesh, irrespective
of the regime in power there.
The growth of religious funda-
mentalism, the degree of ani-
mosity seen towards India, and
the depth of antagonism that
prevails among the people, all
demand careful assessment. We
must avoid misplaced sympathy
or become “apologists” for any
regime or its actions. Worse, we
must-avoid any wrong under-
standing of where indeed a
nation like Bangladesh is head-
ed. Exposing the limits of our |
capability to intervene, or avoid
taking steps to set right situa-
tions, merely to shore up. a
regime in Dhaka can cause us
untold harm.

M.K, NARATANAN has served
as chief of the

Ingetligence
Bureau ,‘/ﬂ :
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“India should examine its own ambivalence towards Bangladesh
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eparated at birth, pretty

much under strain ever since

is just about how the India-

Bangladesh relationship can

be described. Despite the
unique cultural and historical baggage
that both countries share, the relation-
ship has not entirely been one of tran-
quillity. This causes more angst in Indi-
an hearts and minds than it does in
Dhaka. There should be nothing surpris-
ing about this fact, but there are many
who refuse to accept what the reality is.
The root of this disquiet lies in what can
loosely be called the “Lahori” spirit pre-
vailing over rational thought and
historical fact.

There is a belief amongst some of
those displaced from western Punjab by
the partition of the Indian subcontinent
that relations between the two peoples
can be hunky-dory since the medium of
expression is the same in the divided
province. A similar certainty prevails
amongst some of those displaced by the
emergence of East Pakistan. This com-
munity of the hopeful draws amongst its
believers even some who were rooted on
the right side of the Radcliffe Line. But
the principle behind their conviction re-
mains the samne — a belief in linguistic
similarity as the magic potion to over-
come all other problems.

This passion flies in the face of world
history and the evolution of civiliza-
tions. Nevertheless, Indians are not
unique in succumbing to this failing,
and neither is the Indian subcontinent
the only repository of the culturally mis-
led. South America is a vivid example of
this phenomenon, and try as he might,
Simon Bolivar could not bring the vari-
ous countries united by language and
church together. Understanding this fac-
tor is essential for Indians in evolving a
workable relationship with two of their
neighbours who parted ways at birth.

India was divided because a suffi-
cient number of Muslims did not visual-
ize a safe and secure future for them-
selves in a country where Hindus would
be in a majority. It was a violent parti-
tion, as all separations must be. Lan-
guage, neighbourhood or membership
of the Government College debating so-
ciety did hot prevent those who ostensi-
bly may have been friends from killing
each other in Lahore. And the same did
not prevent Calcutta from sinking into
orgies of slauighter: -

emories of that period have not
entirely healed for many who

experienced those terrible’

days. To deny that reality is to bait the

brutalities of the Balkans all over again. -

In this milieu, then, appear some who
wish to gloss over the period of partition
‘and play “the priest again” — little real-
izing that in the process they only fur-
ther the distance in the minds.

The reality of Partition is perma-
nent. What is also a fact is that a good
_ many of those living in the two wings of

. Border tragedy

MANVENDRA SINGH

Pakistan have in fact prospered since
India was split. They have had opportu-
nities to grow socially, economically and
politically that they might not otherwise
have had. That the opportunities may
have been gotten through dodgy deals is
another matter, but the fact is that many
are better off today then they, or their
forbears, had been in August 1947. Those

who regard the Radcliffe Line as just an-
other imperialist plot conveniently ig-

nore this aspect of the neighbour’s psy-

chology. And that ignorance lies at the.

root of India’s inability to reconcile it-
self to the dodgy in Dhaka.

East Pakistanis were instrumental in
the creation of Pakistan, as important a
part as their western co-citizens. And
they would have been content to contin-
ue calling themselves East Pakistani
had it not been for the sheer scale of ig-
norance and arrogance of those living in
Lahore. Even after the emergence of an
independent Bangladesh the resolve to
lead a life separate from India remains
as steadfast as ever, notwithstanding
New Delhi’s role prior to and during the
1971 war. For the simple reason that they
viewed themselves to be different in 1947
and continue to see themselves so since
1971. A national anthem scripted by Ra-
bindranath Tagore is unlikely to make
the Bangladeshi believe otherwise. And
why should he?

There are generally two Indian reac-
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‘ Even after New Delhi’s
role in 1971, independent
Bangladesh’s resolve to
remain separate from India
remains steadfast ,

R

tions to Bangladesh. A large number feel
that there is not enough gratitude

- demongtrated by Dhaka toward India for

all that was done in 1971. The visible,
vocal minority that sells the cultural
line believes that the Radcliffe Line is a
passing phenomenon, liable to be erased
sooner than later. Both are off the mark
since both ignore how Dhaka feels. No
people are going to accept, let alone be
reminded, that their freedom is owed to
the blood and sacrifice of another coun-

The countries of Europe don’t feel
that they owe a similar debt to the
British or Americans. And likewise nei-
ther do the countries of the Asian south-
east feel their liberty has been paid for
by the blood of foreigners.

The Bangladeshis believe, and accu-
rately so up to a point, that their libera-
tion is a result of their own sacrifices
with some Indian help. Throwing mili-
tary statistics around cannot alter peo-
ple’s perceptions, for nations are built

along such sensltivities. After all, the
Pakistan army’s surrender in Dhaka
was to both the Indian army and the
Mukti Bahini. Indians have grown ac-
customed to seeing only their military in
the picture.

haka also does not want the Rad-
D cliffe Line to wither away, for

they believe they have struggled
for it twice, before 1947 and in 1971.
Bangladesh is not going to let it be
erased, a fact that all Indians have to ac-
cept. Indians must also condition them-
selves into accepting Bangladesh as a vi-
able, sovereign and stable nation seek-
ing its own place under the sun, in hon-
our, dignity and self-respect.. All of
which it sought prior to 1971. And they
are not going to accept any bullying, or
bashing, even when it comes from a Bor-
der Security Force patrol trying to vio-
late its integrity.

Indians have been quick to place the
blame squarely on Dhaka without first
analysing the negative role played by the
BSF. The fault lies largely within, and
India must be graceful enough to accept
it as that. Indians must also use this op-
portunity to come to terms with the real-
ity that Bangladesh poses. It is, after all,
the country that could have the fastest
economic growth rate in the subconti-
nent, the country where social indica-
tors have shown remarkable changes in
the last decade. If Bangladesh were to
come to terms with its geography, then
there is really nothing stopping Dhaka
from becoming an economic power-
house.

For that, however, it has to come to
terms with its psychology as well. The
nation is split between the East Pakista-
nis and Bangladeshis, united, of course,
in their animosity or antipathy toward

. India. But the reality is that there is still

a fairly large East Pakistani opinion in
Bangladesh, and it is large enough to
shake the state. Some of them could well
have engineered the episode with the
BSF. Maybe they did not, but the fact is
that they exist and they are most in
abundance at a cricket match, currently
the favourite barometer for measuring
patriotism worldwide. This reality too
cannot be changed, and coupled with
the recent tragic happenings on the
Indo-Bangla border the country should
not miss the opportunity to initiate
a debate on the validity of India’s role
in1971.

he question to be posed within is

whether it was in India’s supreme

national interest to have helped re-
naming East Pakistan. After all, pre-
cious little has changed there, and it is
also a fact that had it not been for 1971,
there very likely would not have been a
Khalistan movement, and neither would
there have been an insurgep€y in Kash-
mir. West Pakistanis testjff toward that.
But first Indians have #6 learn to accept
the realities.
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Hasina for talks.Y

A
W (
. By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, WAY 3. The Bangladesh
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
whose proposed visit to India in
May second week has reportedly
been dropped, expressed the
hope that border disputes be-
tween the two countries would be
resolved through discussions.

Addressing a May Day rally in
Chittagong, she referred to the re-
cent border skirmishes and said it
was because of her Awami League
Government that “‘we have been
able to restore peace along our
borders”.

On the criticism of her oppo-
nent, the former Prime Minister,
Begum Khaleda Zia, that she had
failed to protect the country’s
sovereignty from “Indian aggres-
sion”, Hasina claimed her Gov-
ernment had been successful in
settling disputes along the 145-
km border with India and Myan-
mar. Only 6.5 km of border with
India remained unsettled. Mea-
sures had already been taken to
resolve the remaining disputes
through separate task forces
formed under the Mujib-Indira
border accord, she said.

The Opposition, led by Begum
Zia, launched a countrywide pre-

on border row”#"

poll campaign against the Gov-

ernment over the border clash |
terming the Awami League as |
“subservient to India”". |

Hasina posed a counter-charge,
asking Khaleda why her late hus-
band, Zia-ur-Rahman, who was
the country’s President for many
years, failed to solve the border
issues with India.

On Hasina’s cancelled visit, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Sa-
mad Azad, told a press briefing at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
here last night, “‘she (the Prime
Minister) will not be able to visit
New Delhi either on way to Lon-
don or on way back home”. This
was because of domestic compul-
sions. The visit might take place at
mutual convenience. ‘‘Both sides
are interested in receiving each
other,” Mr. Azad said.

He said the Government had
accepted India’s invitation and
would soon send a delegation to
New Delhi to discuss border

problems. On Wednesday, Mr.
Azad told the Indian High Com-
missioner, Mr. Moni Lal Tripathy,
during a meeting that border
problems should be resolved
swiftly through the implementa-
tion of the accord in theAnterest
of good relations.

+HE HINDU
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‘Hasina gave

le%g/pictr? !
of border row* Khaleda Zi

S\

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s main op-
position party has accused Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed of
failing to present the true picture
on the incidents along the India-

Bangladesh border d
talks with Indian 7
Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.  Bang- |
ladesh National- §§
ist Party (BNP) i
chief Khaleda [
Zia also charged |’
Ms Hasina with »
failure to give a

strong rebuttal Sheikh Hasina
to the Indian allegations. In a
statement, she said this failure of
the Prime Minister is really regret-

urinlg her

. table.

“No doubt the deaths were un-
desirable, but the Prime Minister
has failed to highlight the fact that
this incident took place due to the
aggressive attack of the BSF (Bor-
der Security Force) and the Indian
authorities were pot taking this
into cognisance,” she said, alleging
that the Indian media, instead of
reporting what actually happened,
is spreading canards against
Bangladesh.

The BNP-led four-party opposi-
tion will organise a nationwide
demonstration on Sunday to
protest against the “Indian at-
tack” along the Bangladesh
border and the subsequent policy
of the ruling Awami League gov-
ernment.

Ms Zia praised the country’s
border guards, Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) troopers who repulsed the
intruders, saying, “The people of
the country as well as the world
will not know about their valour
and sacrifice because of the failure
of the government.”

Ms Zia said that by their action,
the Indian government also
failed to show respect to the Indi-
ra-Mujib Accord of 1974, aland
boundary agreement si
the then prime minis

Gandhi and Shej Mujibur
Rehman. gans)
[ “ L
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elhi may

send team™

to Dhaka

Udayan Namboodiri Sy

New Delhi, May 2

DHAKA HAS not formally
responded to New Delhi’s offer
for delegation-level  talks
between May 22 and 25 on the
border issue, but the
Bangladeshi foreign ministry is
believed to have told the Govern-
ment here that it would prefer
the talks to be held in Dhaka.

It is a week now since Dhaka
informed the foreign ministry
here that the Bangladeshi Prime
Minister would stop in New
Delhi on her way back. from
Brussels, but her office has not
cared to confirm the dates that
India proposed as being conven-
ient for Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.

India is sensitive to Sheikh
Hasina Wajed’s political compul-
sions at home, which could pre-
sumably prevent her from mak-
ing a visit as she had intended to,
or from sending over a delega-
tion. Foreign ministry sources
here said today that the
Bangladeshi “counter-invita-
tion” to host delegation-level
talks was being considered at the
highest level, and a formal
announcement on the venue may
be made in a few days .

A senior Ministry of External
Affairs official said, “When the
Bangladesh foreign ministry
informed us of the Prime Minis-
ter’s intention to come on a visit,
we gave them dates between May
17 and 20 as suitable for the Indi-
an Prime Minister, who is sched-
uled to visit Malaysia in May.
However there has been no con-
firmation from Dhaka.”

Hasina may not be able to
make it to India because of the
political repercussions of such a
visit, but she told a May Day rally
in Chittagong yesterday that the
two countries would “soon have a
task force to resolve the border
problem”, a PTI report from

W, T

HASINA

Dhaka said.

India on Monday invited
Bangladesh for talks to clear the
air over the border skirmishes at
Prydiwah and Mankachar, but
did not mention any specific
level at which it wanted the talks
to be held. The Joint Working
Groups, which the two neigh-
bours agreed to form in Decem-
ber, are yet to take shape.

Hasina is under attack in her
country for what the Opposition
sees as a “surrender” to India. At
the May Day rally in Chittagong,
Hasina pointed out that her Gov-
ernment had been able to restore
peace quickly after the clashes
on the border.

The Bangladeshi Nationalist
Party leader Begum Khaleda Zia
and her slain husband, former
military ruler Zia-ur-Rahman,
had “done nothing to resolve the
border issue with India when
they were in power,” Hasina said.

At a BNP rally yesterday,
Khaleda Zia said: “The national
frontier is not safe in the hands
of a subservient government.”

“The BDR men' recovered
Padua after 30 years, but the sub-
servient government handed it
over to the Indian BSE,” she said.

<
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ARSS raps govt. for

takiﬁ%
Bangla

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The RSS has at-
tacked the government for its han-
dling of the Bangladesh border is-
sue. The government’s reaction to
the killing of 16 Border Security
Force (BSF) jawans by Bangla
forces has sent out a wrong signal
to the international community, the
RSS has said.

“An impression has been created
that India is a soft state. Our gov-
ernment’s reaction should have
been much stronger,” said RSS
spokesman M.G. Vaidya. Drawing a
parallel between the American spy-
plane incident, which resulted in a
stand- off between China and the
U.S., Mr Vaidya said: “The U.S. ex-
pressed regret and all the crew and
the spy plane were released by Chi-
na. China didn’t torture and kill the
Americans who violated the Chi-
nese air space. America and China
are not intimate friends like India
and Bangladesh”.

Even if the kid-glove treatment
has been for diplomatic reasons to
help out a friendly government
during election times, the RSS feels
the government has failed by not
reacting sharply to the incident.

soft stand on
6v2/ . gw,w«t
order 1ssue

\

Among other controversial is-
sues that mire the BJP-led govern-
ment, the border skirmish too could
come up for discussion in the two-
day karyakari mandal (national ex-
ecutive) meeting scheduled on
June 30 and July 1 in Kanpur.
Around 200 senior RSS leaders
and workers are expected to attend
the meeting of this highest official
decision-making body.

Meanwhile, the exclusive club of
8-10 senior most RSS leaders had
their once-in-two months retreat in
Bangalore recently. Though, offi-
cially the three-day meeting from
April 24 to 27 did not take major
decisions or undertake serious dis-
cussion, it seems that most leaders
disapproved of veteran labour
leader Dattopant Thengadi’s vitu-
perative attack against finance min- %
ister Yashwant Sinha.

M Thengadi had called Sifhrd |
“criminal” for usurping the labour
ministry’s powers in his budget. De-
spite the disapproval of Mr Thenga-
di’s language, the fact that Mr
Thengadi could hijack the emerg-
ing opposition platform against the
government’s economic policies,
has been greatly appeeciated by the
Sangh elders.

—
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angladesh mustn't take our tolerance threshold foragranted

T'was puzzlement and outrage that
marked one’s initial reaction, in

_ thiscolumn, totheborder clashbe-
tween Indian and Bangladeshi

forces. Puzzlement over the strength of
the attack by Bangladesh forces against
the Indian forces and outrage at the man-
nerinwhich 16 BSFjawanswere tortured
and killed. The low-key Indian response
was also intriguing, The origins of the
clashes are more complicated than initial
reportsseemtoindicate. o

Initial reports put out from Indiawere
that Bangladesh forces launched an un-
provoked attack against BSF cadres in
the Pyrduwah area, capturing the en-
clave. Thiswasfollowed by the statement

that 16 BSE:cadres were “lured into-

Bangladesh tesritory and then murdered
in cold blood; after being tortured”. The
statements of the Bangladesh govern-
‘ment contradicted this version of the
events. It averred that Bangladesh forces
fired in self-defence against intrusions by
the BSE The: statements between the
April 2 zmd oompounded the confu-
sion, One was that BSFwasin the

process of buﬂdmg aroad to the enclave

onyrduwahwhlchwasob]ected toby

Bangladesh forces; leading to clashes.
Similarly, éary statements from our side
explained theborderclashmBoraﬂ)an as
acounter-measure by the BSFtot
off the capture of Pyrduwah by Ban
gladesh forees. This was later modified.
The clash wag seen as the result of BSF
undertaking border exercises at a higher
level of alertness aftel’Pyrduwah

What caused this violenge is also sub-

ject to contradictory and confusing expla-

nations. Official pronouncements from In-
dia described the clashes as localised ad-
ventunsmbyBangadmhfomes onthebor-
der. Therewas speallauon that the attermpt
was to create-tension between thg two
countries, by the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and sections of the army,
withaview to embarrassing Sheikh Hasina
inthe forthcoming elections:

" 'While Indian public opinion is grap-.

- pling with the confusing and uncertain

perceptions created by these statements,
the director general of the BSE Gur-
bachan Jagat, in a recent interview, cate-
gorically accused the chiefs of the

ally aware of this operation as it was tak-
ingplace. It follows from this that the field
intelligence and monitoring mechanism
of the BSF did not anticipate the events
between April 15 and 19.

Bangladesh armyand the BangladeshRi- There is a tenuous simmering down of
fles of having launched a pre-planned at-  the situation but undercurrents of tension
tack against BSF forces on the Assam-  continue to mark Indo-Bangladesh rela-
Meghalayaborder. _ tions in the short-term and
Although Bangladesh there have been public dem-
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha- onstrations on both sides of
sina has ordered an inquiry the border. India’s reaction
into the events, the state- has been low key, practical
_ ment issued by her govern- and based on the larger con-
ment categorically asserts sideratioh of sustaining good
that Bangladesh forces acted relations with Bangladesh. It
in self-defence. Contrary to was also influenced by the
Indian claims, Bangladesh’s A fact that it does not wish to
staternent does not refer to JN.D embarrass the Hasina gover-
any apology or regret from J-N. DIXir nment — which is supposed

-

Public perception of India being a soft state,

caused by its handling of the crisis, ¢can only -

be removed by purposive action to stabilise
Ih(}p—Bangladesh ties

either Hasina or her government.

Sifting through these contréadictions
and claims, these are the basic facts that
emerge: first, that the Bangladesh secu-
ity forces mounted an offensive against
the BSF in the Pyrduwah area in brigade
strength. Second, the BSF did undertake
some kind of a large-scale patrolling exer-
cise in the Boraibari region which came
apart and ended in a fiasco leading to the

brutal murder of the BSF personnel. It.

alsoseemns that the Boraibari violence oc-
curred in Bangladesh territory. Third, it s
difficult to accept that a three to five bat-

. talion strength operation by the Ban-

“gladesh Armed Forces could be organ-
ised autonomously by any local Bangla- -

deshi commander. The operation was
clearly planned at the highest military lev-

els. It is also reasonable to presume that -

Hasina and her govemment was gener-

tobe more friendly towards it—during an
electionyear, The third reason for our non-
assertive reaction is because of a perception
that the border clash should perhaps not be

blamed on Bangladesh alone.

One has fairly authoritative informa- -
. tion on Hasina’s telephone conversation .

with Prime Minister Vajpayeé. She ex-
pressed sorrow and pain at the events and
feli they could have been avoided. There

was 1o apology or regret from her. Simul-,

taneously, Foreign Secretary Chokila Iyer’s

demarche with her Bangladeshi counter-

part, Syed Muazzem Al led to the vacation
of Pyrduwah by Bangladeshiforces. -
Going beyond the rights and wrongs
and responsibilities of either side, two ac-
tions by the Bangladesh government can-
not be explained away: first, the large-scale
offensive in the Pyrduwah sector. Second,
the brutalisation and taurder of BSE

Friends and neighbours «

jawans. India must raise these issues wi

Bangladesh and sort them out at an appr
priate level. Jaswant Singh couldhave been

- sent to Dhaka within 48 hours of the border

clash. Thisdecision was not taken because of
alackof clearcut evidence about the origin
of the contlict. Now it is too late for such a
move.Foreignsecretaries of SAARC coun-
taleswould be meeting in Colomboin June
and our foreign secretary could utilise the
occasion to have a detailed exchange with
her Bangladesh counterpart.

There are reports that Hasina would
be visiting India later this month on her
way back from Europe. Such a visit is not
advisable because she may face angry
demonstrations. Itwould alsoput herina
difficult position hack home, apart from
the fact that such demonstrations would
embarrass our prime minister. Some
more time should be allowed to pass be-
fore suchavisit.

In the long run, we must be conscious
that India has unresolved border disputes
with Pakistan, China, Nepal and Bang-
ladesh. Our endevour should be to resolve
those among them which can be managed

tmore easily. Regardlessof short term politi-
cal considerations, India should ratify the
1974 Agreement on exchange of enclaves
with Bangladesh and resolve its border dis-
puteswith that country. Simultaneously, we
must strengthen and intensify our border
Security management arrangements to
oounter not only the phenomenon of illegal
migration,smuggling, and soon, but the im-
pulses of anti-Indian political attitudes en-
tertained by some political segments, en-
couraged and abetted by extremist religious

forces and Pakistani intelligence agencies.
- Onecannotwish away the fact that our

" injtial reaction has resulted in a public per-

eeption of India being a soft state, though
our-governmental reactions are based on
long-term considerations affecting Indian
interests. Such a pefception can only be re-
moved by structured and purposive action
- to stabilise Indo-Bangladesh relations. We
must do thiswithout Bangiadesh taking In-
dla’s toleranoe threshhold for granted,
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NDIA'S DECISION to initiate talks with
Bangladesh to settle the problems along
the border is a step in the right direction,
although it can be described as becoming
wiser after the event. If the question of
demarcating the border and dealing with the
contentious issue of ‘adverse possessions’
were left unresolved for so long, it may be
because the surface reality of friendly rela-
tions allowed a sense of complacency to pre-
vail on both sides. Now the recent tragic

s incidents have underlined the need for

clearing up the situation on the ground in
order to eliminate any scope for ‘local adven-
furism’, as India described the initial
Bangladeshi moves in Pyrdiwah.

It is salutary to remember that ideas such
as friendly relations are a misnomer. Since
what matters in the end are permanent
interests, no two countries are either perma-
nent friends or permanent enemies. Besides,
it is undeniable that there is always an ele-
ment of tension between two countries, no
matter how much of bonhomie mark their
formal interactions. The strains are all
the greater where one country is much
larger than the other. India has the disadvan-
tage of being the Big Brother in its neigh-
bourhood, with the result that an anti-Indian
attitude has an immediate appeal in
the smaller countries, whether it is Nepal

Set the fences right ~\'

or Bangladesh. It is a readymade\factor
which politicians in these countries
but exploit, especially if they a
the opposition.

In the case of Bangladesh, the situatdpn
has been further compounded by the percep-
tion that it has not been treated fairly in the
matter of river waters despite a formal
treaty. Reports have appeared in the Dhaka
newspapers that the western part of the
country dependent on the Ganga-Padma sys-
tem will continue to suffer if the requisite
amount of .water is not released by India.
The conditions can become even worse if the
Ganga swings away from Padma, as it has
shown signs of doing, and flows along the
Bhagirathi-Hooghly channel in West Bengal
as centuries ago. India’s grouse, on the other
hand, relates to the uncounted numbers of
Bangladeshis who have slipped into this
country in search of livelihood, thereby
distorting its demographic pattern and
electoral politics. So, while the problems
of enclaves in each other’s territory can be
sorted out, there will still be other issues
which will continue to introduce an element
of sourness in mutual ties. Tyue, nothing
can be picture-perfect. But if is this very
fact of the various strains jn the relation-
ship which have to be kept in mind while
talking to each other.
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The Times of india News Service
NEW DELHL: Bangladesh has
ruled out a visit by its Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, to New
Delhi, but talks on the boundary
issue may still take place.

Bangladesh foreign minister
Abdul Samaad Azad om
Wednesday ruled out the possibility
of Sheikh Hasina visiting New
Delhi later this month, but kept the
hope of talks alive by saying that
the Indian offer for a dialogue was
being considered favourably with a
sense of urgency.

So far, there has been no official
response from Bangladesh to the
Indian government’s offer to host a
delegation to discuss the boundary
issue. Despite the public posture on
the talks, however, it seems clear
that Bangladesh will try and per-
suade India to send its delegation.
The emotive significance of the
talks being held on Bangladeshi soil
will be a powerful signal that can be
used to advantage by the ruling
party during the general elections
later this year.

Sources said the Bangladesh gov-
emment had informally sounded
out India about the possibility of an
Indian delegation visiting Dhaka,
citing domestic political sensitivities,
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Trinamool candidate,
escapes bid on
life in Midnapore

HT correspondent
Midnapore, May 1

ADDING MORE heat to the ris-
ing poll temperature in this
already volatile district, CPI(M)
men attacked Trinamool Con-
gress candidate Mohammed
Rafiq, who escaped unhurt. Rafiq
was attacked while he was pass-
ing through Bostom More in a
car in the morning.

The superintendent of police
A K Maliwal, and the additional
SP, S S Panda, rushed to Garbeta.
There was, however, no written
complaint to the Garbeta police
from the Trinamool till the
eyvening.

Meanwhile, 16 more Tri-
namool activists were arrested
from the Keshpur area in con-
nection with Sunday’s violence
at Chechura-Mahishgeria and
adjoining villages.

CRPF and EFR jawans have
been patrolling the area to stop
entry of .further gunmen,
allegedly being hired by the
Trinamool.

Sunday’s incidents, mean-
while, have left the Trinamool
Congress frustrated as the police
have rounded up the party’s
almost the entire action squad.

Chhota Angaria arrest: The
CBI arrested CPI(M)leader
Mokhtar Khan today for alleged
involvement in the Chhota Anga-
ria massacre. The agency detai-
ned 10 more people in the case.

angla yet to

formulate talks
offer response?’’

Udayan Namboodiri .
New Delhi, May 1 f)/&

BANGLADESH HAS not yat offi-
cially responded to India’s\invi-
tation to host a round of digcus-
sions on the' border dispute
between May 22 and 25.

The sudden arrival of a note
offering talks without any prior
agreement on the dates as well as
the “level” of the officials to
gather around the table had put
the Bangladesh Government in a
tight spot, sources said.

The foreign secretary-level
talks in New Delhi in December
last year produced the decision
to set up two new Joint Working
Groups. The task of the first was
to demarcate the still-con-
tentious 6.1-km borderline. That
of the second was to address the
question of exchanging territo-
ries in “adverse” possession.
There has been no follow-up on
this for the past four months.

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
Mouazzim Ali has indicated that
Bangladesh is yet to decide on
the people who would join its for-
mations in the two JWGs.

In absence of any evidence
that the two JWGs are ready to
get to work, the Hasina Govern-
ment may be forced to weigh its
options. It could offer to defer the
event to a later date, or form its

yS(“*
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two delegations in haste, expect-
ing India to do the same before
May 22, and, send the same old
people who have failed repeated-
ly over the years to reach even a
semblance of understanding
with India on the border issue.

The last named includes Major
General Fazloor Rahaman, the
BDR director-general, who has
not been censured by his Gov-
ernment for his role in kick-
starting the latest border spat.
Politically, this is a sensitive
moment for Sheikh Hasina. If
she readily accepts the Indian
offer, her detractors are sure to
accuse her of giving in to Indian
“arm twisting”. Since last week,
not a day has passed in Dhaka
without Opposition demonstra-
tions and “citizens’ protest” at
her Government’s alleged “sur-
render” to India.

Sources agree that the Indian
offer amounts to nothing more
than creating a positive atmos-
phere. It would reassure liberal
elements in Bangladesh at a time
when coloured reports about
“massive troop build-up on the
border” are vitiating the atmos-
phere in that country. But there
is no promise factored into the
invitation that India_ is going
overboard to mollify the
Bangladeshis. This is worrying
for Dhaka.
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New Delhi, April 30: Keen to
calm the eastern frontier, India
has asked Bangladesh to send an
official delegation to Delhi next
month to discuss all “pending is-
sues relating to the boundary”.

The foreign minister con-
veyed the request to the
Bangladesh high commissioner
here this evening in a verbal note.
The message asked Dhaka to send
a delegation between May 22 and
25 or suggest alternative dates to
discuss the boundary issue.

Officials in the high commis-
sion here said a formal response
from Dhaka was expected on
Wednesday as tomorrow, May Day,
isa holiday:

However, Bangladesh high
commissioner Mostafa Farooque
Mohammed struck a positive

note, saying: “We should al
talk' and never use arms to settle
our differences. We must cross
our hearts and vow not to cross
the border.”

However, it has not yet been
confirmed whether Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina will stop over
in Delhi on her way back from Eu-
rope next month. Officially, India
has maintained that “there is a
standing invitation to the
Bangladesh Prime Minister”.

Relations between Delhi and
Dhaka had strained following re-
cent border clashes in which 16
BSFjawans were killed. India had
accused the Bangladesh Rifles of
“unprovoked and unwarranted”
action which led to the death of its
security personnel. Dhaka, on the
other hand, maintains that the
BSF had entered its territory and
tried to-occupy an outpost.

vites 1)
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The Indian message has nqt
been explicit whether the tal
will be held at the foreign secr
tary-level or between junior offi-
cials of the two governments.

The last meeting between the
foreign secretaries of the two
countries in December 2000 had
led to the formation of two work-
ing groups to tackle border dis-
putes.

Of the 4,000-km-long Indo-
Bangladesh border, a stretch of 6.5
km is yet to be demarcated. Be-
sides, the two sides have a number
of common enclaves and areas
“under adverse possession” . The
flashpoints of the border flare-up
fall in the last category.

One working group has been
set up to look into the 6.5-km
stretch along Muhurirchar in the
Tripura sector. The other deals
with the manner in which the

enclaves and areas under
“adverse possession” could be
exchanged.

Delhi has already submitted a
draft terms of reference for
the two working groups. Once
Dhaka agrees to this, demarcation
along the boundary and exchange
of enclaves and areas under
“adverse possession” could be
completed.

According to official esti-
mates, nearly 3,000 acres of India
are under Bangladesh’s “adverse
possession”, while 3,500 acres of
Bangladesh are with India. The
number of Indian enclaves within
Bangladesh totals 111 and those
within India 51.

Dhaka feels Delhi has not been
accommodative enough to settle
the issue, often used by the Oppo-
sition Awami League in Dhaka to
derive political mileage.
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ﬁ Govt invites
Bangla delegati 9
for border talks

HT Correspondent ,/7. \
New Delhi, apritao YA\

INDIA ISSUED a formal diplo-
matic invitation to Bangladesh
asking Dhaka to send an official
delegation to Delhi to discuss “all
pending issues relating to the
international border”. India has
proposed the dates May 22-25 but
said Bangladesh could offer
alternative dates if it wished.
The note verbale was present-
ed to the Bangladesh high com-
missioner on Monday evening.
The move indicates a determi-
nation on India’s part to end the
border dispute that continues to
bedevil Indo-Bangladeshi rela-
tions. “The proposal is to discuss
all pending matters relating to
the 1974 Land Boundary Agree-
ment for an early settlement,”
said the MEA spokesperson.
New Delhi has been stung by
claims that India’s heel dragging
over talks with Bangladesh is the
reason for the recent flare-ups.
Official sources say that, if
anything, the opposite is true.
India had proposed to Bangladesh
in December 1999 that the then
Bangladesh Foreign Secretary,
Shafi Sami, come to India to dis-
cuss the setting up of a joint
working group. However, the
entire year slipped by before Sami
came to Delhi in December 2000.
The terms of reference for the
JWG were finalised, but only by
February this year. If Bangladesh
responds positively ts the iivita-
tion, it will be the first time the
JWG will have met, more than_
two years after it was proposed.
Meanwhile, India is still await-
ing confirmation of Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina’s visit to Delhi.
She hoped to visit India soon after
the border incident and India had
suggested a date after Vajpayee
returned from Malaysia. This was
three days back and Dhaka is yet
to get back on this.

Related report on Page 9 /
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recent incidents at Boraibari and
diwah along the India-Bangla-
desh border have highlighted some
major failings on New Delhi’s part.

Two areas warrant an examination — our
foreign policy and the security set-up on our
border.

It is a sad reflection of our incompetence that
even after 30 years of Bangladesh’s creation,
we are still plodding along trying to resolve a
tangled, 4,000-km border demarcation. What
exactly is meant by our external affairs
ministry's statement that just six kilometres
of this issue is left to be sorted out, the balance
having been “amicably settled” is arcane.

A border problem subsumes two factors that
affects relations — the geographically linear
frontier line, and any enclave or pocket that
may have become isolated in the process of
defining this frontier line. We are culpable for
faulting on both factors.

The border problems in the east began at
Partition and the main constituent of the
problem was the continuous influx of illegal
immigrants into north-east India and West
Bengal from erstwhile East Pakistan. This
infiltration was covertly encouraged by our
political parties for mustering their vote-
banks. Hence, no proper arrangements were
made along the border to check this
unauthorised flow of humanity. Border pillars
were inconsequential. Besides, a principal
irritant was the s ing of a number of

n that even. today there are
00-odd enclaves belonging to

(o /
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Bangladesh in\Indian territory and
about half that\number vice versa,
the euphemistic term used to
describe this awkward scenario
being, “adverse possession.”

This surely is twisting English
language into a new lexical! India
should have regularised this land-
scape aberration at the very in-
stance of Bangladesh’s birth while
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was still
around. We knew that the problem
which commenced with East Pakis-
tan kept intensifying over the years
and we should bave accordingly
forced Rahman’s hand into imme-
diately resolving the gamut of the
border dispute. We had every right
to do so, considering India’s part in
Bangladesh’s life story. Whether our
“go slow” over this had any esoteric
compulsions such as permitting
Bangladeshis easy transit through
India for political plums as a quid
pro quo, is a moot hypothesis.

Even the Sunderbans and the Bay of Bengal
were affected. The uncomfortable truth we
face after the border flare-up which showed
India in poor light is, what should we do now?

To begin with, New Delhi must sit down with
the border demarcation. A fresh frontier line
has to be put in possession with the objective
of physically making over all the enclaves to
the two respective countries. The initiative
should be taken by India.

Despite what Cyril Radcliffe had carved out,
a restructured India-Bangladesh border
covering West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, and Mizoram has to be instituted,
straightening out all the 150-0odd enclaves.

Further — and this is realpolitik in its true
sense — India should be prepared to sacrifice
its own enclaves to Bangladesh. This will
avoid ambiguity along the frontier line. The
River Muhuri has to be included in the overall
package as this escalates tension among
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One big hotchpotch

The India-Bangladesh border flare-up has highlighted all-round failure - be it of
Intelligence, foreign policy, pre-emptive response or sensitivity. It's time New Delhi
sat down over border demarcation, writes JK DUTT

N

inexorable about this. In the
alternate vein, we need to ponder
the consequences if Begum Khale-
da Zia came to power, courtesy our
intransigence over some insigni-
ficant real estate. Indian villagers
who get displaced after a redrawn
border should be relocated and ade-
quately compensated. A defensive
perimeter has to be laid all along
the 4,000-km border on the Indian
side. This tract will have to be
“seeded” with mines, barbed wire,
booby traps, improvised explosive
devices, artillery and mortar tasks,
modern surveillance systems and
the like. There should be a few,
nominated, two-way check posts.

The Border Security Force has
been the most unfortunate organi-

Top left: Residents of Mankachar village in north-east india return after the
violence; Home Secretary Kamal Pande and the Director-General of BSF
Gurbachan Jagat in New Delhi last Sunday and Bangladesh Rifles guards on
alert on the frontier border of Tamabil in Sylhet; . — AP/PTI

fishermen of both countries every now and
then.. India should lay the frontier line along
our bank of the Muhuri, replacing the
unrealistic centre-of-the-river boundary line.

Seen in the correct perspective, it would be
prudent to contribute our mite in ensuring the
continuance of the Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment. There is no gainsaying the advantages.
So, we have to shape our foreign policy for
Bangladesh with the accent on pragmatism.
Sacrificing some portions of our territory to
Dhaka should be a tremendous boon to her,
an act that would fetch worthwhile political
reimbursements to both countries. It would be
grossly unwise to make the border incident
such an issue that it would estrange Sheikh
Hasina from us.

If we could sacrifice innumerable Indian
Servicemen for the cause of a nascent
Bangladesh, minor territorial sacrifices
should not disturb us. We must not be

sation ever since its inception, sup-
posedly as a safeguard against an
Army coup. The BSF’s biggest
hassle is its command and control
set-up — on paper, it belongs to the
Union home ministry but it usually operates
under the defence ministry. Its effectiveness
gets curtailed because of this dichotomy.

In the instant case, the BSF sector HQ at
Tura apparently approached the home
ministry for deployment of additional troops,
particularly the Assam Rifles, so that in the
context of relative strength we could be at par
with the Bangladesh Rifles. No one knows
what transpired at New Delhi. There are
reports that the BSF’s request floated bet-
ween the ministries of home, external affairs
and defence before finally getting a lemon!

operations gets hampered e of such
lacunae. However, the BSF always given
an excellent account of i in battle; Kargil’

exemplified this. Whatthe BSF wants in its
character is viability as a pro-active security
establishment, as underscored by the holistic

comprehension of military management. A
total revamp of its charter is called for, vis-a-
vis its role. The BSF must promote its own
officers to senior ranks instead of coopting
them from the IPS as is the norm. The
Director-General should be of 4-star rank.
The entire brganisation has to be placed
under the defence ministry for all purposes
and it should functionally operate as brigade
group equivalents. Most important, the BSF
must have its integral strike capability to wit,
attack helicopters, heavy mortars, field and
medium artillery, armoured cars together
with anti-tank guided missiles, engineers,
armed speedboats for river patrolling and the-
Indian Air Force “on call”.

All these elements must become part of the
BSF’s inherence. The organisation has to
have enough physical clout for prolonged
independent operations, not as second line for
the Army but as combat tandem with our
armed forces. The Baroibari-Pyrdiah crisis
should really have been handled by the
Eastern Command. Sadly, the whole affair
was an all-round monumental failure —
failure of Intelligence, of foreign policy, of
command and control, of force levels, of pre-
emptive response, and worst, of sensitivity.
The home minister’s studied silence over the
subject in Parliament was disquieting. What
hurt most was our indifference to the tragedy:
It is a matter of national shame that not a
single minister was present during the last
rites of the 16 intrepid BSF jawans who laid
down their lives for the country.

(The author is o retired Eeuténant-Colonel.
Indian Army.) ST




