'BDR action planned at

the top, says BSF chief,

New Delhi, April 29 ﬂ@\

THE BORDER Security Force
today said the “totally unpro-
voked” action by the Bangladesh
Rifles was a “planned” venture
in which its chief was involved,

Jand rejected charges that any

Indian construction along the
border led to the skirmish.

The BSF also said it had no
prior information from any
agency about the BDR action in
Pyrdiwah.

BSF Director General Gur-
bachan Jagat said the claim
by Bangladesh that the BDR
action was prompted by the con-
struction of a road in Pyrdiwah
area was baseless.

“There was no construction
on the border. A path is
being built at Lynkhat, but
that’s about 4.5 km inside the
border.”

On reports that the BDR action
was purely at the instance of the
local commander, Jagat said: “It
was a planned operation. BDR
Director General Major-General
ALM Fazlur Rahman was
involved in it. Three battalions of
the BDR would not move without
the directions of the Director
General.”

Terming the BDR action in
Pyrdiwah as “totally unpro-
voked”, he said the outpost
was surrounded by about 300
BDR personnel and hundreds of
civilians.

“They repeatedly said they
had orders from Dhaka.”

Jagat said for the first three
days after encircling the outpost,
on April 15, the BDR personnel
“insisted that we vacate the area,
an adverse position.

“But we told them that it had
to be decided by the political
leadership and not the forces.
The issue of the road was added
only on April 18”.

Referring to the Boraibari
incident, he denied the action
was aimed at avenging Pyrdi-
wah, saying:“Had it been so,
we would- have taken mea-
sures and moved in with more
troops.” )

Detailing the -events in
Mankachar-Baoraibari, he said:
“On the night of April 18, a BSF
patrol was fired at and it was con-
strued as a precursor to a BDR
attack.”

The BSF commandant decided
to enter Boraibari to gain
“tactical advantage” in a bid to
pre-empt any such plan, he
added.

The BDR brought civilians for-
ward as a defence shield for

o)
R

Activists of a four?'party Opposition alliance led by Bangladesh
Nationalist Party of Khaleda Zia burn an effigy of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee during a demonstration in Dhaka on Sunday.

without hindrance.

account.

which BSF Commandant B R
Mondal decided not to open fire,
he said. “This resulted in their
capture.”

He said the issue of adverse
possessions had remained unre-
solved for many years.

Forty-seven adverse positions
belonging to Bangladesh are
under Indian control while 43

" DM ORDERS BORDER SEAL-OFF

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT Magistrate Vivek Kumar on Sunday
instructed the BSF to seal the 150-km Indo-Bangladesh border in
the district in view of the Assembly elections. He ordered the BSF
to seal the border five days before the polls, but asked it to ensure
that people living on the border can go about their daily chores

Meanwhile, the election observer for Murshidabad district, P
Raghu, in a letter to tite District Magistrate had complained that
most of the candidates had not filed their election expenses

PTI, Behrampore

|

such positions belonging to India
are under Bangladesh’s occupa-
tion. The two countries have
formed joint working groups
to sort out the issue. The terms
of reference of these groups
were sent to Bangladesh in
December, their response is still
awaited.
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“Delhi, Dhaka await
face-saving date

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 29: India and
Bangladesh are keen that the se-
niormost leaders of the two coun-
tries meet and clear the air follow-
ing the recent violence along the
border, but neither wants to be
seen as taking the initiative,

Despite claims about friendly
relations, neither Dhaka nor
Delhi wants to give the impression
of blinking first on an issue that
has gained importance in both
countries.

If Bangladesh is seen to seek
the meeting, the ruling Awami
League may have some explaining
to do at home about the need to be
apologetic about successfully
thwarting what is perceived to be
an Indian aggression.

In India, reports and pictures
of mutilated bodies of BSF jawans
had resulted in national outrage,
and the general perception is that
it is only befitting that the
Bangladesh government apologis-

es for the misdeed.

There are indications that a
mid-May meeting between
Bangladesh Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
counterpart Atal Bihari Vajpayee
is being talked about. However,
the exact dates have to be fi-
nalised.

The meeting may take place ei-
ther when Sheikh Hasina is onher
way to Brussels for the Least De-
veloped Countries meet under the
aegis of the UN on May 10 or on
May 18 when she returns from Eu-
rope.
The Bangladesh prime minis-
ter had been keen to visit India
since early February. She initially

Sheikh Hasina

expressed her desire to visit Delhi
in the wake of the Gujarat earth-
quake. Delhi, however, felt her
visit here may lead to similar vis-
its from other governments in
South Asia, especially Pakistan's
chief executive Pervez Musharraf
and jeopardise the relief work for
quake victims, 1t, thus, decided to
politely say no to Hasina.

The offer of a prime ministeri-
al visit from Bangladesh was re-
vived last month but Delhi had to
say no on the plea that Vajpayee
will be busy with the Parliament
session after which he was sched-
uled to visit Malaysia.

Nothing more was said about
Sheikh Hasina’s visit and over the
past week or so the flare-up on the
Indo-Bangladesh border, which
1ed to the deaths of 16 BSF person-
nel, kept the two sides busy in
finding ways of repairing the
damage in bilateral ties.

When Bangladesh high com-
missioner Mostafa Farooque Mo-
hammed visited South Block yes-
terday to apprise the foreign min-

/e
istry officials about Sheikh Hasi-
na’s visit to Europe and sought
Delhi’s permission for overflight
clearance, Indian diplomats once
again broached the subject of a
meeting between the two
prime ministers.

After the meeting in Brussels,
Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to
visit London to address a meeting
of Bangladeshi diplomats there.
Attempts are now being made to
re-schedule the meeting in Lon-
don so that the Bangladest Prime
Minister can be in Delhi either be-
fore or after her Brussels meeting.

However, even if she does visit
India for a meeting with Vajpayee,
it is likely to be extremely difficult
for her to tender a public apology
for the border clashes. This is
mainly because in Dhaka the
Bangladesh Rifles’ action has
wide support.

The people of Bangladesh are
happy that their security forces
succeeded in thwarting the BSF
aggression at Baroibari. Though
sections in Bangladesh have re-
gretted the mahner in which the
bodies of the BSF jawans were
treated by the BDR, there are few
who guestion their right to defend
the sovereignty of the country.

With general elections due in
Bangladesh in a few months,
Sheikh Hasina, who has so far
managed to carry the nation with
her, may lose support if she isseen
bowing to pressure from India and
making an apology before the In-
dian media. Efforts are thus being
made to help the two leaders meet
without trying to pass the buck on
each other, and stress on settling
their border and other outstand-
ing disputes at the earliest.
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THE intrusion of Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) into Pyrduwah and
the subsequent killing of 16 BSF
personnel has helped turn the spot-
light on the problems of a group of
tiny hamlets on the Indo-
Bangladesh border.

Nongskhen coristituency MLA
K K Dkhar, who represents
around 60 villages including Pyr-
duwah and Lyngkhat, while talking
to The Indian Express said that he
was deluged with the problems
faced by people of his constituency
butwas not getting any hearing.

Cattle thieves from-across the
border, bad roads, harassment
from both BDR and BSF troops,
lack of electricity were some of the
problems the people of his con-
stituency were facing regularly.

“Forget about redressing the
border pedple’s woes, most of the
political leaders and government

SHILLONG, APRIL 29

officials did not even know that Pyr-
duwah and Lyngkhat existed before
trouble broke out,” complains
Dkhar. “This obscure border ham-
let now has Union Minister of State
for Home 1. D: Swamy, Chief Min-
ister E. K. Mawlong, Union Home

caders’ trips do not mke bo

* Joint Secretary G. K. Pillai and

hordes of VIPs and mediapersons
asvisitors,” said Dkhar.

Dkhar hopes to take up the
problems of the electorate with
both the Central and State Govern-
ments. Of the 60-odd villages he
represents, Pyrduwah, Lyngkhat,
Lyngkhong, Hat Thymmai, Pakhria
and Nongjri are the ones that are
often embroiled in problems with
Bangladesh. .

The recent incidents, Dkhar
says, have only added to his prob-
lems.“To convince the villagers that
they are safe and such incidents are
not likely to recur is abig task,” says
Dkhar. Filled with insecurity, vil-
lagers fromthe border areas are €x-

ABangladeshi woman from
Baraibari, on Friday, displaysa
blanket allegedly left behind by
BSF troops during a clash with
BD],I guards — Reuters

incidents by the BDR. With
Bangladesh Army build-up re-
ported opposite Jangrama, Tama-

pressing apprehensions of repeat

bil, Pratapur and Agkaliya, the fesi-

dents are in constant grip of feat.

BSF sector headquarter Shil-
long Commandant C. R. Chauhan
informed The Indian Express that
with the Bangladesh Army refusing
to withdraw from these areas, DIG
Ashok Kumar has gone to Pyr-
duwah to instill confidence that they
are safe. He said the BSF are keep-
ingastrict vigil on the border. .

With claims that it was Pyr-
duwah villagerswho had alerted the
BSF about the movement of
Bangladesh troops, the villagersare
not likely to place much trust in the
BSE says Dkhar. . 0{ ~

The MLA however S8 that
both sides should learn to live and
work together to avoid recurrence
of . He said that villagers
and BSF in all the borderline vil-
lages should work as a team and
learn to trust each other. Giving an
example, he said, both the public
and BSF shouldlearn alesson from
the intrusion carried oug by the

BDR and the Bangladesh publi
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“Bangla war games”
a warning for

India: Bhagwat .

W

HT Correspondent (
Kolkata, April 28

THE JOINT naval exercises by
Pakistan and Bangladesh over
the last two weeks off the
Bangladesh coast should serve as
a warning signal to India. Serv-
ing and retired military officers.
including former Navy chief
Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat, told
Hindustan Times that the joint
exercises conducted without
informing India should “cau-
tion” New Delhl.

They asserted that India
should have been informed by
Bangladesh of the joint exercis-
es. “More so since it was
Bangladesh, with whom we have
very friendly relations,” Admiral
Bhagwat said from New Delhi.
He recalled that during his
tenure as navy chief, India had
gifted Bangladesh a naval vessel.
“So it was expected of Bangla-
desh to inform India about such
an exercise through normal
diplomatic channels.”

He disagreed with the con-
tention of a defence ministry
spokesman who said the exercis-
es “were of passing nature” and
no intimation was required to be
conveyed to neighbouring coun-
tries. “There is no law, but it is
the practice all over the world for
any country carrying out such
exercises to inform the neigh-
bouring countries in advance.”

He pointed out that there is a
written agreement between
India and Pakistan to inform
each other of exercises near the
borders. “This agreement is also
applicable in this case since Pak-
istan was involved in an exercise

e -

near India’s (maritime) borders,”
said a senior Navy officer.

A defence ministry spokesman
told a news agency in New Delhi
today that Bangladesh “had not
broken any international con-
vention” by not informing India
about the exercises, which were
“routine” in nature.

“No such exercises had been
conducted in recent memory,”
said Bhagwat, contradicting the
ministry spokesman. “The MoD
spokesman cannot be believed.”

The spokesman had said India
and Bangladesh had conducted
similar joint exercises two years
ago. “At that time, Myanmar was
informed. If there is no interna-
tional convention or practice,
why was Myanmar informed?”
wondered a senior Navy officer.

“India informs Pakistan every
time there is a military exercise
in the western secior oOr
Bangladesh in exercises in the
eastern sector. This is because of
the international convention,”
said a top army officer. He
explained that the convention
exists to avoid the possibility of a
country misinterpreting mili-
tary exercises as hostile action
on its borders and taking retalia-
tory action.

Bhagwat said though the exer-
cises would have had the clear-
ance of Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina (considered
friendly to India), “we have to see
who is behind the whole thing —
it could have been some elements
in the Bangladesh military estab-
lishment who had been in the
Pakistani Army or even Saudi
Arabia, which contr,

Bangladesh’s purse strin /
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BSF kept on
alert till’Vs
Bangla po

New Delhi, Aprit 28 3V 9

7
WITH NEW Delhi no longer
treating the Indo-Bangla border
as a “benign one”, the BSF has
been asked to “remain alert”, at
jeast till the Bangladesh elec-
tions were over.

Officials said today that the
possibility of “further mischief ?
from Bangladesh “could not be
ruled out”. “There is a possibility
of further mischief and the BSF
will remain alert till October.
until the Bangladesh elections are
over,” officials said when about
the situation in border areas
along Assam and Meghalaya.

“The recent border clashes, in
which 16 BSF jawans were Killed
by BDR and their bodies mutilat-
ed, clearly indicates that there
are enough rogue and anti-India
elements on the other side. We
can no long treat the border as a
benign one,” they said.

Meanwhile, a Union Home
Ministry official has categorical-
ly denied reports from Dhaka,
stating that India was “amassing
fresh troops on the border”. “The
Indian Army was never geploy-
ed, even after the April 18 clash-
es, when tension prevailed along
the boundary,” he said. )

The United News of Bangla-
desh had claimed that New Delhi
was moving additional troeps,
including regular army person-
nel, along the border. Calling the
report “baseless”, a Defence Min-
istry spokesman said “there isno
such troop movement.”

Officials said 17 flag meetings
were held between the BSF and
the BDR yesterday along the bor-
der in Assam and Meghalaya and
efforts were on by both sides to
“ensure withdrawal of addition-

_-al forces to positions well within
/their respective territories”.
PTI




N Continued from Page 1 M 7

-dations to both governments, while the other has the brief flt'ecom-
mending ways and means for handing over the area in adverst posses-
sion as well as the enclaves.

The Bangladesh Rifles, sources here said, has been opposed to the joint
working groups which are seen as “delaying tactics.” The BDR officials
are reportedly of the view that the construction of concrete pillars should
be cleared immediately so that the necessary work, as per earlier agree-
ments, can be completed. This border force has made it clear to Dhaka
that if the proposed terms of reference are agreed to it will just deny
quick justice. The BDR was also exerting pressure that the JWG should
be time bound by one year to submit their reports. The political leader-
ship was unable to agree to this. New Delhi, the sources said, was not
keen on accepting the Mujib-Indira accord as the basis for the function-
ing of the joint working groups. This agreement had provided for “lease
in perpetuity,” which the present government in New Delhi, according to
the diplomatic sources, is not particularly in favour of. Presently people
in the affected areas can move within along to a well defined time frame.
The sources said that this amounts to “permission” to use the path and
not the lease in perpetuity provided in the agreement signed by the late
leaders. The diplomatic sources claimed that Delhi’s resistance to the
agreement becoming the basis for the JWG’s approach was also based on
its reluctance to part with land held in adverse possessions. Bangladesh

has always claimed that only 7,000 acres of land has to be transferred by
it to India as against the 17,000 acres to be transferred by India. It also
maintains that Banlgadesh holds 3,000 acres in adverse possession as
against India’s 3500 acres., New Delhi has been putting pressure on
Dhaka to finalise the terms of reference. Attempts by the Bangladesh
Rifles chief, Maj. Gen. Fazlur Rehman to raise the Padua dispute last
month at 2 meeting with his counterpart in the Border Security Force was
dismissed with, “we are waiting for Dhaka to clear the terms of refer-
ence.”

Bangladesh. on the other hand, is in no hurry to do s
maintaining that it is election year, “we have to ho
ing to discuss the issue, it will all take time.”

P

ith the sources
ministerial meet-
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Jfﬁélhi-Dhaktgl/tif‘f "Delhi-Dhaka tiff
“W.. on guidelines»¥
holds up JWGs

By SEEMA MUSTAFA 9 WH J\‘“gources insiste§ that New

New Delhi, April 28: India
and Bangladesh which had
agreed, in principle, to set up
two joint working groups to
resolve outstanding border
issues have been unable to
agree on the terms of refer-
ence. The result is that the
decision remains confined to
paper with the two countries
not even having begun the
process of formulating the
working groups. ]

The meeting of foreign secre-
taries of both countries decid-
ed to set up two joint working
groups in December. India has
reportedly sent elaborate
terms of reference to Dhaka
which has been sitting on the
proposal as it is of the view
that the terms specified in the
Mujib-Indira agreement of
1974 should suffice.

Diplomatic sources said that
if this agreement is followed to
the letter, the contentious
issués would automatically.be
resolved as under this particu-

. lar agreement both sides had

agreed to exchange all territo-

ry lying in adverse possession. -

Highly-placed diplomatic

Delhi was not keen now to
demarcate the remaining 6.5
km of land along the border,
and to allow Bangladesh to
construct concrete pillars in
just over 35 km of territory,
which is presently marked
only by bamboo pillars.

Bangladesh has for long been
insisting that the demarcation
and marking of territory
should be completed vsfltl)
diplomatic sources insisting
that the delay is because of
India’s reluctance.

New Dethi on the other hand
has made it clear that it is
willing to talk on this issue,
and that the joint working
groups would be the best fora
for discussions. And t{las’
Dhaka is “unnecessarl!y ”
delaying the issue by sitting on
the terms of reference. One
joint working group 1s to dis-
cuss the undemarcated 6.5 km
of land and make recommen-
# Turn to Page 2
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# Sangh ticis Sonia for
abusing Vajpayee _
4 Pargliament adjourned to
avoid Tehelka issue: CPM /



HE country is shocked
land indignant at the
loss of 16 BSF per-
sonnel on the Bangla-
desh border. How could this
happen? Why were we s0
helpless in dealing with the
situation? Was it the result of
a tragic misunderstanding?
Were there blunders from our
side? Was it deliberately ini-
tiated by the BDR? The ques-
tions pile up thick and fast,
and there are as yet no
convincing answers.

The bodies of the fallen men
have been returned. There is
evidence of torture, or, at the
least, of desecration of the
bodies. Though tension had
been building up and a
number of minor local inci-
dents had taken place, there
was nothing that could
demand or justify a massive
military effort against a
vulnerable Indian patrol. We
are owed a full explanation, by
our own authorities and by
Bangladesh.

As the grim facts were
progressively revealed, the
public mood became, and
remains, stern. The Indian
authorities stand accused of
too mild a reaction to this
appalling incident. Many felt
that the initial response from
New Delhi tended to treat it as
a local occurrence undertaken
without the active sanction of
Dhaka. This did not go down
well, especially, as it revived
memories of a similar reaction
when Pakistani personnel first
crossed the line at Kargil.

Indian opinion was not ready
to accept that Dhaka had no
share of responsibility for the
occurrence. Hence, there were
strong demands that the
external affairs minister, or
some equally -exalted person-
age, should rush to Dhaka to
express our resentment and
demand an explanation. That
this was not done, and all we
had was a telephone conver-
sation between the two Prime
Ministers a couple of days
after the event, remains a
source of adverse comment.

In the absence of a convincing
explanation, there is no end to
speculative comment and
supposition about the reasons
for the incident.

There are many surmises, of
which one of the most
pervasive is that the Director-
General of the BDR deliber-
ately encouraged the clash for
reasons of internal Bangla-
desh politics.

The argument runs that he is
closely identified with the
main Bangladesh Opposition
party which makes political
capital out of hostility towards
India, and stands to benefit
from the anti-India sentiment
whipped up by this incident.

Bangladeshi soldiers keep watch on the Beloonia border
with India in Feni district on Thursday. — AP/PTI

With elections coming up and
a close poll in the offing, this
can turn the balance against
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na and help return her rival
Begum Khaleda Zia to power.
Speculative conclusions of this
nature can never be wholly
proved or, for that matter,
wholly disproved. That they
should come up as insistently
as they have points to a
considerable mistrust between
the two countries which lies
not far below the surface.

One reason suggested for
diverting blame away from the
Bangladesh Prime Minister is
that she is identified as a
friend to India who should be

100 Y
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backed and supported by us. It
is true that over the years,
under the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina, the quality of the
relationship between the two
countries has  improved
significantly.

Wk .:n she came to power
nearly five years ago, she took
some bold steps that had the
effect of removing major
irritants.

There was the agreement on
Farakka for one. The sharing
of the Ganga waters had long
been one of the enduring
disputes of the sub-continent,
no less emotional in Bangla-
desh than is Kashmir in
Pakistan. So long as it

]
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{ GOVERNMENT HOUSE,CALCUTTA

ady in ppogress to widen the road that

runs between the South Gate 6f Government House and the

Lawrence Statue facing it. I,t"’is intended to broaden the road

by setting further back the balustrade that runs in a curve

from the east of the Statue to the Red Road. This, of course,

will entail the construction of a fresh path within the

convenient and the
to.
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D}ZéﬂCTION OF AN ILLICIT STILL | 1
|

enclosure, which pedestrians and children now find so
/gravelling of which is so carefully attended

Inspector J.N. Mukerjee, succeeded  in

arres

Py
Mr Sigdons, the Assistant to the Collector of Calcutta,
z;fzi/sted by ¢
ihg one Didar Bux at Gowaltolli, Bhowanipore, on the

the house of the accused being searched, a complete native still |

niié}yt’ of Thursday last for manufacturing country liquor. On

whs found and a quantity of molasses in a state of
fermentation. Yesterday the accused was placed on his trial |
| before Moulvi Seraj-ul Hug, Police Magistrate of Alipore, and 1

pleaded guilty. He was sentenced to three months™ rigorous
imprisonment and to pay a fine of Rs 200. !
_—

Owing to the numerous carriageAccidents which have taken
place, steps are alre

K

'1

|

i

|

S

iolence on the Bangla border

remained unresolved, it
comprehensively  poisoned
relations between the two
countries. For Sheikh Hasina
to move to solve this issue,
meeting the Indian leadership
halfway, took real political
courage.

The sharing arrangement
signed between the two
countries in 1996 has happily
removetl Farakka from the
agenda, and almost from
memory. '
No less important was the
curbing of material support
funnelled through Bangladesh
to insurgent groups in the
North-east. The virtually free
run for this purpose that the
ISI had enjoyed earlier was
brought to an end, which
greatly eased our security
concerns. These concrete
developments have done much
to lift relations between the
two countries to a higher level,
which make it all the more
difficult to understand how the
border incident could have
been permitted to take place.
At present, tension and bad
blood in the affected areas
continue. There are reports of
more troops being sent in,
which is an index of, a
heightened anxiety that the
frequent local flag meetings
have not allayed. We have
become aware of the
unresolved state of portions of
the border. The issues in these
segments are relatively minor
but a curious slothfulness has
prevented their being sorted
out.

We are yet to implement some
obvious steps that have been
agreed on in principle, such as
the exchange of enclaves and
putting an end to the “adverse
possession” situation that
affects many little pockets
here and there.

As our experience has sadly
shown, these unresolved
issues can take a dangerous
turn.

Even after the formal
demarcation has been com-
pleted — and one must hope
that this will be done soon -
there will be need for the two
sides to improve their
institutional arrangements for
better border management.
But the first step is to obtain
clear answers about the
incident itself. What happened
there, and the loss of 16 lives,
is not to be glossed over.

The full story will be known
only through full and honest
inquiries by both parties. It is
in this area, requiring both
internal inquiries and
diplomatic effort with our
neighbour, that our immediate
effort must be directed.

(The author is a former
Foreign Secretary.) -7
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‘Hasina likely to visit Delhi_

By Haroon Habib H 9/ ’

{

1

|

‘ DHAm iL 27. The Bangladesh Prime Minister,
[ Sheikh Hasina, is likely to pay a brief visit to New
! Delhi in the middle of May. Border problems are
| expected to top the agenda at a summit meeting
planned with Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

. Sheikh Hasina, who is scheduled to attend a Unit-

- ed Nation's conference in Brussels in the second
week of May, is to visit Delhi on her way back home,
or alternatively, on way to Brussels, to open the new
chancery building of the Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in Delhi. Sources here said that Sheikh Hasina
was expected to hold a meeting with Mr. Vajpayee
tentatively on April 17.

s

Officials of the two capitals are preparing for the

summit against the backdrop of the recent border
clashes that left 19 border guards dead in the Bangla-
desh-Assam sector. Newspapers here have reported
that the BSF has reinforced its forces in Belunia,
Muhurir Char, Lathitila, along Tripura and Joypur-
had, Godagari and Lalmonirhat along West Bengal.
Panic-stricken villagers of these border regions
feared to return to their homes.

Dhaka’s concern was conveyed to the Indian High
Commissioner, Mr. Moniral Tripathy, who held a
meeting with the Bangladesh Foreign Secretary,
Syed Moazzem Ali, on Thursday. Sources said the

BSF examining returned
weapons

GUWAHATI, APRIL 27. The Border Security Force is ver-
ifying and examining the weapons handed over by
the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) of the 16 BSF person-
nel killed on April 18 at Boroibari border village in
Mankachar sub-division of Assam. BSF sources
from Mankachar told PTI here over telephone tha-
tit was verifying whether the weapons belonged to
the soldiers killed in the attack and whether they
were damaged.

The BDR had handed over the weapons of the
slain personnel yesterday at Mankachar border
outpost and it included over 11 SLR, four carbines,
one pistal, two grenades, two wireless transmitter
sets and large cache of ammunition.— PTI

SE

Ms. Manjinder Singh, wife of Gurbax Singh,
mourns the death of her husband in her house
at Nainokot village, Punjab. Gurbax was one of

the BSF jawans killed by the Bangladeshi forces

last week. — AP

proposed summit would particularly deal with the
border tension triggered by the recent clashes in a
land of “‘adverse possession”.

The Bangladesh Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Sa-
mad Azad, in an interview, hoped that the two Prime
Ministers would work out the modalities for durable
peace along the border.Referring to the India’s
charge that the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) had fought
with the Border Security Force without the knowl-
edge of the Government, Mr. Azad said the BDR re-
tained the right to act on its own judgment in the
event of emergency. ‘“The BDR is not isolated from
the Government... We are proud of the performances
of our border guards in protecting the territorial in-
tegrity,” the daily Independent quoted the Foreign
Minister as saying.

He also siressed the need for the full implementa-
tion of the 1974 Mujib-Indira treaty to bring about a
permanent solution to all border problems. Bangla-
desh had ratified the treaty immegdiefely after its
signing, but India was yet to raji#f the accord, he
said.

VHE HINDU
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NEW DELHi, APRIL 26. The Govern-
ment has accorded ‘“‘technical
sanction” for the second phase of
the fencing of the India-Bangla-
desh border and the collection of
material has already begun, a
Home Ministry spokesman said
today.

With the completion of the
phase [l of the project, scheduled
by 2007, 3420.38 km of border
roads and 3286.87 km of border
fencing will be constructed. By
2007, the entire India- Bangladesh
border, except for 890 km, will be
sealed. The second phase, which
was approved by the Government
last year, includes construction of
an additional 797 km of road, 4062
mts of bridges, and 2429.50 km of
fencing at an estimated cost of Rs.
1334 crores.

The phase [ of the project in-
cludes construction of 2866.38 km
of border roads, 21717.60 mts of
bridges and erection of 857.37 km
of fencing at an estimated cost of
Rs. 1044.32 crores. Of this, 2379.86

¢ km of roads, along with 20884 mts

of bridges and 855.21 km fencing
has already been completed.

BSF to strengthen patrol
The Border Security Force and
the Bangladesh Rifles today decid-
ed to strengthen patrolling in the
territory between Karimganj dis-
trict in Assam and Sylhet district in

Bangladesh. The modalities of pa-
trolling were approved at a flag
meeting today between high offi-
cials of the BSF and BDR at Jaki-
ganj, on the border of Sylhet
district, BSE sources said in Silchar
(Assam).

Official sources said the situa-
tion in Karimganj and Mankachar
was ‘“‘normal”’ with the forces on
“high alert.”

Meanwhile, the Union Minister
of State for Home Affairs, Mr. 1.D.
Swami, today visited Pyrdiwah vil-
lage in Meghalaya to study the sit-
uation there. Earlier, he reviewed
the situation in Mankachar with
BSF sector commandants and held
high level meetings with the BSF
and the Meghalaya Chief Minister
in Shillong today.

Mr. Swami said India would take
all measures to strengthen security
on the Indo-Bangla border. Ad-
dressing the villagers at Pyrdiwah,
he said the Centre had taken the
incident very seriously and the
people should not have any fear in
residing here.

FIR against BDR

The BSF has filed a FIR with the
Mankachar police accusing the
Bangladesh Rifles of indulging in
international war crime by killing
16 jawans on the border. The FIR
requested that the matter be in-
vestigated and a case was regis-

SR

jawan patrolling a road along the Indo-Bangladesh border in Dhubri district
of Assam. — Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

Govt. okays second phase
of border fencing »

9 &-v\) 485 OWJ[\/'\
The Ménkachar /police said it
was waiting for the version of the

two injured BSF jawans who had
returned to the country.

Ex-gratia for slain jawans

The Government today an-
nounced payment of an ex-gratia
amount of Rs. 7.5 lakhs each to the
families of the 16 BSF personnel
killed by the Bangladesh Rifles.

A Home Ministry spokesman
said the Government had also de-
cided to construct a memorial for
the jawans at the frontier head-
quarters, Shillong. A memorial
park would be created at Manka-
char in Assam.

Thackeray’s demand

Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena supre-
mo, Mr. Bal Thackeray, speaking
to presspersons in Nasik, said In-
dia should give a “‘befitting reply”
to the Bangladesh Rifles’ act of kill-
ing 16 BSF personnel. He lament-
ed that Bangladesh, which owed
its freedom to India, should have
committed such an act.

Various Hindu outfits
stepped up pressure on the Gov-

also |

ernment over the issue, with the !

VHP demanding that both Pakis-
tan and Bangladesh be declared as
enemy countries. — UNL PTL,
Reuters
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NEW DELHI\ APRIL 25. The 16 Border Security Force
(BSF) persdnnel, killed brutally by the Bangladesh Ri-
fles in Bardibari, were part of a patrol which came
under heavy fire by the BDR treops on April 18.

Anticipating that the BDR troops would follow up
the firing with an attempt to enter Indian territory, the
BSF patrol decided to neutralise the firing by entering
the area which was under the adverse possession of
Bangladesh.

The decision to enter the area was taken by the local
BSE Commandant after assessing the ground situa-
tion and had nothing to do with the clearance from
the headquarters, the BSF Director-General, Mr. Gur-
bachan Jagat, said today.

Speaking to The Hindu here, the BSF chief said that
a planned operation would not have been executed in
such a manner.

The BSF patrol split into smaller units in order to
cover a larger area around the border outpost. Recon-
structing the sequence of events, as put together by
various sources, Mr. Jagat said that one of the groups,
comprising the Deputy Commandant, Mr. B.R. Man-
dal, two subordinate officers and 13 other ranks, ad-
vanced to an area towards the village and were
confronted by a 1000-strong mob. The group was
overpowered by the civilians backed by BDR units.
The 16 BSF men were captured and disarmed by the
BDR. He said that reinforcements of nearly three
companies were sent and further, mobilisation and
action by the BSF silenced the BDR, which requested
for a ceasefire.

Though a finality is yet to emerge, the BSF chief said
initial inputs revealed that it was probably the hes-
itation on part of the BSF personnel to open fire at the
civilians which led to their capture and killing.

The savagery with which the BSF men were tortured

and killed only shg to what extent the mindless
action of the could go in violation of all civilised

_“BSF entered Baraibari
w1 to neutralise firing

and international norms. The post-mortem was con-
ducted on April 20 by Dr. M. Anwar Hussain and his
team of the Department of Forensic Medicine, My-
mensingh Medical College. It records that the 15 BSF
men bore bullet injuries, making it clear that they
were shot by the BDR troops and not lynched by the
villagers as made out earlier.

Referring to the Pyrdiwah incident in Meghalaya,
Mr. Jagat said that three companies of BDR, along
with Bangladesh Army troops, dug 147 trenches over-
night on April 15 but the area was finally vacated by
them as the BSF men stood their ground.

He was inclined to believe while Pyrdiwah oper-
ation was “well planned” by the BDR and the Bangla-
desh Army, the Baraibari incident was not planned
and certain sections of the BDR put on display their
savagery in treating the BSF men in a brutal manner.
As hot and humid conditions prevailed in the area,
the bodies of the BSF men were allowed to decom-
pose so that even mutilation did not come out in a
ghastly way. Mr. Jagat said that Col. Mohammad Sadi-
qul Islam of the BDR, who accompantied the bodies of
the slain BSF men to the border, had signed the exam-
ination report prepared by the BSF personnel before
taking possession of the bodies.

Admitting that conditions in the North-East on the
Indo-Bangladesh border were tough, Mr. Jagat said
that nearly a 1000 BSF men get afflicted by malaria
and dysentery every year of whom 10 die.

Though the 4000-km long Indo-Bangla border was
demarcated, it was a stretch of 6.1 km in Cachar area
and in Belonia in Tripura which was yet to be demar-
cated. “Several sensitive points along the border are
being strengthened and we are asking for more
forces,” the BSF adding funds have been sanctioned
for fencing the nearly 850-km long border with Ban-
gladesh falling in Tripura.

India has also sent terms of references of
Working Groups to Bangladesh but D
confirm their terms of reference.
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Bangladesh Blunder &, v

blem is not new, nor has the government’s ideology anything

it. In October 1962, when Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
asked the Army to clear the Chinese occupation of territories claimed
by India, he was operating on a Delhicentric paradigm. Simply put, this
meant a world view where friends and foes, countries big and small,
individuals and groups, functioned as New Delhi wanted. The Chinese
were not current with this perceived wisdom and promptly cleared us
out of the territory they claimed. There was a repeat of sorts in 1987.
New Delhi believed that the LTTE were our allies and would
surrender their arms to the mighty Indian Army. Lamentably, as it
turned out, the Tigers had other ideas and the error cost the country
more than a thousand dead and twice that number wounded. Today, if
we are gripped by an overpowering sense of having seen it all, it is
perhaps because of the disjunction between what was actually
happening on the Indo-Bangladesh border and what New Delhi

" imagined was happening. To start with the government said nothing,
. not even after Bangladesh forcibly occupied a small strip of land called

i

. Pyrdiwah on the evening of April 15. Nothing wrong with this. Given

the close relations between India and Bangladesh prime minister
Sheikh Hasina, it was wise to use discreet diplomacy to undo this
mischief. Presumably this is what was done, but apparently there was
no response. At this point, wisdom would have suggested that India up
the ante by issuing a public ultimatum.

Instead, sometime on April 17, the BSF was asked to throw the
Bangladeshis out of an Indian enclave in Boraibari which was in their
‘adverse possession.’ This was resisted by the Bangladeshi villagers and
aided by the Bangladesh Rifles, they scattered the Indian force and
killed 16 hapless jawans who were trapped in the wet paddy fields
around the village. Given the fact that the forces were asked to goon a
cross-border action, there is little doubt that the clearance for the
misconceived operation came from the highest level. Till now, the gov-
ernment has not quite caught up with the reality. The government still
believes that but for its masterly handling, the situation could have
degenerated into wider hostilities. A statement in Parliament
somewhat disingenuously claims that the Indian patrol ‘went missing’
in the midst of cross-border firing in the region. In truth, the men were
part of a four company-strong force sent into Bangladesh-controlled
territory on an ill-conceived mission. The list of failures arising from
New Delhi’s refusal to keep track of the realities on the ground is
growing. The reason for this is a failing as old as history, something
which durbari Dilli is not unfamiliar with. As the rajas become
embroiled in their own survival, their instruments become adept at
telling them what they want to hear. Since all that New Delhi hears is
what it wants to, governance declines and the systepi begins to come
apart. The situation is not of the making of this g£that ruling group,
but its consequences cannot but affect all of us, :
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Jaswant veto on

border troops ,
under scanner

FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, April 25: The bu-
tchering of the BSF jawans at Ba-
roibari could have been avoided.

The BSF blundered by moving
into Baroibari without enough
men and firepower, but it is
Jaswant Singh’s alleged “veto” on
a home ministry decision to de-
ploy an Assam Rifles contingent
near the trouble-spot that is rais-
ing eyebrows.

Soon after the Bangladesh Ri-
fles (BDR) and Bangladesh army
troops “captured” Pyrdiwah, in
“adverse possession” of India, on
April 16, the home ministry
moved swiftly. The next day, a file
was prepared and necessary or-
ders were issued to speedily move
an Assam Rifles brigade - about
3,000 personnel — to take up posi-
tion across Baroibari and several
sensitive parts of the Indo-
Bangladesh border in the North-
east.

Both the Assam government
and Assam Rifles headquarters
were notified. But it is learnt that
Singh, who is in charge of bothex-
ternal affairs and defence, put his
foot down.

Singh, perhaps, acted for pure-
ly diplomatic reasons. Officials
are wondering whether Singh’s
“yeto” had anything to do with
home minister L.K. Advani’s sud-
den decision not to make the cru-
cial statement in Parliament on
April 23. Finally, Singh read out
the statement.

It is being debated why Singh
quashed the home ministry’s
move. Officials are questioning
his rationale in halting the Assam
Rifles deployment, which would
have been “purely a tactical ploy
to apply pressure on Dhaka to va-
cate Pyrdiwah”.

But, by the time the decision to
stop the Assam Rifles was taken, it
was already too late. On April 17,
the BDR and the Bangladesh army

Ok 9

_ with a combined s r&-;gth of
over five battalions — yad moved
in from faraway Madhjipur can-
tonment in Mymensingh district
and taken up position in and
around Baroibari.

When only a handful of BSF
jawans moved into Baroibari, in
“adverse possession” of Dhaka,
they were quickly overpowered,
tortured and killed.

The home ministry, however,
describes the jawans as a patrol
party of the Mancachar border
outpost that was “fired upon
heavily by BDR troops in our
area”.

The home ministry says: “An-
ticipating that the BDR troops
would follow up this firing withan
attempt to enter into Indian terri-
tory, the patrol decided to neu-
tralise the firing by entering the
area which was under the adverse
possession of Bangladesh.”

North Block is of the opinion
that the BSE. described as a “disci-
plined and committed force”, hesi-
tated to open fire in Baroibari be-
cause that would have led to the
killing of civilians.

A post-mortem of the inci-
dents suggests there were intelli-
gence lapses in Pyrdiwah and tac-
tical failure in Baroibari. Officials
admit that the Intelligence Bu-
reau, Research and Analysis Wing
and the BSF’s G-Branch should
have sniffed the BDR’s plans to
“capture” Pyrdiwah.

The BSF’s operations wing
should have been more careful
while venturing into Baroibari as
there were apprehensions that the
BDR was being backed up by the
Bangladesh army.

There was not a shred of intel-
ligence input in the four crucial
days between April 16 and 20.
This saw an embarrassed Vajp-
ayee government bending over
backwards to give a clean chi
the “friendly” Sheikh Hasi ed
Awami League governm
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Boundary

H BULA DEVI
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHIL April 24. - The
Indo-Bangla border problem
will continue to be a major irri-
tant in the “friendly” relations
between the two countries until
the demarcation of the boun-
dary line is completed, the Con-
stitution amended and the two
governments come to a mutual
agreement.

The sifuation is not as sim-
ple as it is projected. Al-
though an agreement on the
Land Boundary was signed in
1974, it stands nowhere un-
less a tonstitutional amend-
ment made, a necessary con-
dition for any expropriation of
territory.

To do so, the government has
to move step by step. The
agreement cannot be ratified
unless a demarcation of the
houndary is completed. There-
fore, as a first step, the gov-

ara————

S
ernment will have to complete
demarcation of the boundary
line where 6.5 kilometres are
yet to be demarcated, sources
say.

The Agreement certainly
talks about “transfer” of areas
but there is no clarification on
how to transfer or exchange the
enclaves, whether the boun-
dary should be re-drawn or to
physically uproot the people
from one area to the other,
sources said.

So, unless the government ad-
dresses the two pending issues
of completion of boundary de-
marcation and exchange of en-
claves, the issue will remain an
irritant.

The third pending issue is
about the areas under “ad-
verse possession”, where a
lack of clarity is stated to be
creating the problem, unlike
in the case of enclaves which
are properly defined and
whose geographical limits are

an irritant to-
Delhi-Dhaka friendship

P

A major part of the border
line between India and Ban-
gladesh falls in West Bengal
and it is said that the West
Bengal government has been
reluctant to resolve the issue
because of its own political
compulsions.

According to a former diplo-
mat, at one point of time the
West Bengal government was
prepared to consider exchang-
ing a part of the enclaves but
not all the enclaves.

During the foreign secretary-
level talks in New Delhi last
December, a mechanism was
set up by the two nations to
deal with territories in adverse
possession. This related to the
111 Indian enclaves trapped in
Bangladeshi territory and 51
similar areas of Bangladesh ly-
ing in India.
Boundary demarcati
tant to Indo-Ban

ship. /

irri-
friend-
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A border that

fallsto BDR
every day W<\n\

Jaideep Mazumdar
Shikarpur (Nadia), April 24

THE RECENT “criminal adven-
furism” of the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) at Mankachar and
Pyrdiwah in Assam and
Meghalaya respectively were
not isolated acts. They were,
say people living along the
Indo-Bangla border here, part
of the BDR’s grand design to
change the demographic pro-
file of the areas.

And the BDR'’s ‘operation’
has been showing encouraging
results. Hundreds of Hindu
families have moved away from
the border areas and many
more are planning to follow

. suit. Barajipara, Bikhampur,
Ayadanga, Meghna and numer-
ous other villages, all under
Shikarpur gram p#nchayat in
Tehatta subdivision of this dis-
trict, stand out as prime exam-
ples. Abandoned houses and a
terrified local populace are a
shameful testimony to the Indi-
an State machinery’s failure to

protect the lives, lands and
interests of Indian citizens.

“The BDR ha?_heen‘encour-
aging crimi gangs from
acrossihe’aﬁlir to steal crops,
cattle, foodstuff and our house-
hold goods,” Shikarpur pan-
chayat samiti member Sushan-
ta Kumar Mondal told Hindus-
tan Times.

“Such attacks have hastened
the departure of hundreds of
families from this area. The
BSF is helpless and can’t guar-
antee our safety,” he added.
“These attacks by criminal
gangs from Bangladesh have
become a regular affair,” said
Rabindranath Biswas, another
panchayat member and a resi-
dent of Meghna village.

AP PHOTO

BDR personnel patrolling the Indo-Bangla( harder along Tripura.

s yLo

There have b‘ee%‘r“n%}g\tﬁan
1,000 cases of murders,
dacoities, thefts, loot, rapes and
molestations in the 450 square
km area along the 65 km-long
international border here over
the past five years. “Most of the
crimes, especially the rape and
molestation of women, are
never reported. What is the
point? The local police or the
BSF are powerless,” said Anan-
ta Pramanik of Ayadanga.
Anata’s is one of the 15 families
planning to leave the village
before the onset of the monsoon.

The latest mass migration
from Ayadanga has been
prompted by the murderous
attack on April 12 midnight by
Bangladeshi criminals on

Saﬁ%n heal teacher of

the Rajapur JuniorHigh School
and a resident of the village.
Sarkar sustained multiple bul-
let injuries. “Sanatbabu has
been raising his voice against
the BSF’'s incompetence and
against attacks on us by
Bangladeshi criminals. That’s
why he was attacked‘and after
this, it’s totally impossible for
us to stay here,” said Pramanik.

Last year, 18 families left
Ayadanga, 12 have left Meghna,
25 migrated from Barajipara
and 21 from Bikhampur. These
66 families have had to sell off
their croplands—approximate-
ly 700 bighas at throwaway
prices. “Now the land is being
cultivated by people who have
migrated illegally from across
the border and settled down
here,” said Sambhu Samaddar,
who left Ayadanga and has set-
tled down at Karimpur.

This is exactly what the BDR
wants: make it impossible for
members of a particular com-
munity to live here, force them
to sell off their lands and leave
and then supplant them with
illegal migrants. This game
plan has been successful,” said
Sushanta Mondal. The tens of
thousands of other border resi-
dents hold the same view.

(To be concluded)

Fresh Bangladesh Rifles bid in Assam

HT Correspondents
Guwahati/Shillong/Agartala,
April 24

THE BDR made a fresh intru-
sion bid in Assam’s Karimganj
district yesterday, but was
forced to retreat as BSF men
fired back.

BDR personnel, along with
“people in plain clothes, who
could be villagers”, advanced
on the Lathitilla border out-
post, said BSF DIG S Basu-
matary. A maximum alert has
been sounded in all outposts on
the 1,286-km Indo-Bangla bor-
der in the Tripura-Cachar-
Mizoram stretch following the
fresh intrusion bid as well as

reports of amassive BDR build-
up along the Meghalaya-
Bangladesh border.

“All security personnel post-
ed along the border have been
alerted about the possibility of
another intrusion by the BDR.
A special watch is being kept in
Domabari and Ladotilla,” said
L Thangcho, Karimganj DC.

He said BSF reinforcements
had been deployed at the flash
points. As additional precau-
tion, the district administra-
tion has imposed Section 144
CrPC in the border areas,
restricting movement of people
and vehicles after 9 pm. “As of
now, we have not initiated any
measure to shift people from

these areas. But if required, we
will do that too,” said Thang-
cho.

The BSF and the BDR held a
sector-level flag meeting in
south Tripura’s Belonia this
afternoon. The BSF urged its
Bangladeshi counterpart to
reduce its troops and stop
‘aggressive patrolling’. The
BDR sector commander report-
edly agreed to maintain peace,
but did not give any assurance
on pulling back additional
troops.

Basumatari said the BDR has
been consolidating its position
at Parshuram, Kalikapur
Majumder and Majumder Hat,
close to Muhuri Char, a peren-

nial flash point. At other border
locations on the Tripura bor-
der, the BDR has increased its
strength. “In normal times, a
border outpost is manned by 25-
30 jawans. They have increased
it to 60,” a senior official said.
There are also reports of
BDR movements in the dense
forests of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts bordering Tripura and
Mizoram.
Injured jawans: The two
injured BSF jawans returned
by the BDR are reportedly recu-
perating fast. Their testimony
will be important in under-
standing the kind of treatment
meted out to the slain BSF
personnel. .

rd
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Politicians gain as intruders turn settlers

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, April 24

\ &
BANGLADESH’S GAME plan for

the areas along its border with\

West Bengal is a tried and tested
one. It has yielded rich dividends
in Assam and parts of Meghalaya;,
so much so that most of the areas
in Assam along the international
border have, for all practical pur-
poses, become an extension of
Bangladesh.

The tactics India's ‘friendly
neighbour’ has been deploying is
simple: support regular criminal
attacks on houses of a particular
community, families and crop-
lands across the border, scale up
such attacks and make it impossi-
ble for them to stay on in the bor-
der areas. And, at the same time,
push in thousands of Bangladeshi
nationals who settle down as
sharecroppers or daily wage earn-
ers in the border areas. The
retreating and desperate families
naturally sell off their croplands
and houses at low prices, since no
other Hindu family is willing to
buy the land. Once the
Bangladeshis become landowners,
they become bona fide citizens of
India but their loyalties remain
with Bangladesh. Indian politi-
cians have aided this game plan for

g

|

AP PHOTO

BDR personnel patrol the Indo-Bangla border in Comilla district.

the last few decades. The illegal
migrants are treated as precious
‘yvote banks’ whose support is cru-
cial to win polls. To buttress their
support base, the politicians—irre-
spective of their political colour—
have facilitated such migrants’
inclusion in the electoral rolls or
obtaining ration cards. In Assam,
for instance, the Congress has won
successive elections since the late
fifties solely because of the sup-

port of illegal migrants. So power-
ful and well entrenched is the
migrants’ lobby that even the AGP
(that rode to power in 1986 on a
decade-long agitation against ille-
gal influx from Bangladesh now
relies on the Bangladeshis for a
comeback this year.

With the Indian politicians
strongly resisting any move to
even stem further influx from
Bangladesh, leave alone deporting

the existing ones, Bangkadesh has
been slowly but surely building up
its “fifth column’ in Assam, Megha-
laya and West Bengal. The only
state where it has not succeeded in
doing so is Tripura, where the
hardy and aggressive residents of
the State—earlier migrants from
Chittagong and Noakhali—have
been foiling illegal migration.
Politicians in Assam and West
Bengal have, surprisingly, been
denying the illegal influx that has
changed the demographic pattern
of the two States. They have even
aided in falsification of census
results to hide the truth. All this is
a godsend for Bangladesh.

Given this attitude of the Indian
Politicians, it is no surprise that
the BSF and the police forces of
these States have no intention of
defeating Bangladesh’s insidious
intentions. All areas along Assam-
Bangladesh border—in fact, even
many interior areas of the State-—
have a majority Muslim popula-
tion. The existence of this ‘fifth col-
umn’ is what precisely encourages
Bangladesh to undertake what
External affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh euphemistically calls a
‘criminal  misadventure’  (of
slaughtering 17 BSF jawans). And
there are many more ‘Operation

Simanta’ waiting to happV
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OPPOSITION BLASTS ‘INTELLIGENCE FAILURE'

” Jaswant hopes Dhaka will

A\
Y

By Qur Special Correspondent

I\

NEW DELHI, APRIL. 23. The Vajpayee Government today
came under fire\in Parliament for the brutal killing of
16 BSE personnéi by the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and
incidents on the Indo-Bangla border last week. The
Centre defended its handling of the crisis, but the
Opposition and even NDA allies, such as the Shiv
Sena and the Telugu Desam Party, charged that it was
a result of intelligence failure.

Members in both the Houses expressed anguish
and outrage over the inhuman manner in which the
soldiers were tortured, with the Government assert-
ing that India would “not accept lightly defilement of
men in uniform”.

Irrespective of party affiliations, members in the
Rajya Sabha were strident in their criticism with many
likening the situation to the Kargil conflict. The for-
mer Union Minister, Mr. Ram Jethmalani (Independ-
ent), went to the extent of demanding the resignation
of the Prime Minister in case he failed to find fault
with his Ministers. After a day-long discussion in the
Upper House, responding to sentiments such as Mr.
Sanjay Nirupam'’s (Shiv Sena) demand for stronger
retaliatory action, the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, asserted: “There is no way India will
accept the defilement of uniform.” He said “New Del-
hi’s deep sense of hurt and anguish” was already con-
veyed to Dhaka which was “deeply saddened and
concerned by these incidents”.

He denied charges of intelligence failure stating
that the terrain was such that any movement was
visible to the normal eye. He said by activating all
available security and diplomatic mechanisms, New
Delhi was able to get Pyrdiwah vacated by BDR “with-
out a shot being fired”.

At Boraibari, the 16-strong BSF team was on “‘ag-
gressive patrolling” following an alert sounded by the

. Home Ministry after the Pyrdiwah incident. The team

occupied a Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) observation post
but was later out bered by a large group of civil-
ians and SO}e/BBDJilm men who surrounded and dis-

1 act against killers

armed them. Suggestions that New Delhi was
unaware of the capture of 16 BSF jawans were “un-
founded”’, Mr. Singh said, adding that the Home Min-
istry had acted with “alacrity”. The situation, he said,
could not be compared to Kargil which was “‘an ag-
gression against India”.

In his statement, Mr. Singh reiterated that “crimi-
nal adventurism” should not affect the strong ties of
friendship between India and Bangladesh and it was
up to the Government there to act against the per-
petrators of these crimes and restore confidence and
trust. He said a strong protest was lodged with Ban-
gladesh over the treatment meted out to the BSF per-

" BDR build-up

NEW DELH), APRIL 23. The Bangladesh Rifles

(BDR) has begun troops build-up in three

sectors along the border with Tripura, Assam |

and Meghalaya, official sources said tonight. |
The sources said additional BDR personnel ‘

were being sent in Belonia, Laldila and

Pyrdiwah sectors in a move that could

escalate tension along the border. In a bid to

avoid “local adventurism” by BDR, the BSF

has sought flag meetings. — PTI

sonnel. “We have been assured by the Bangladesh
Government that all aspects of these incidents would
be investigated, also that the BDR action was taken
without their knowledge and was regrettable.”

Earlier, in the Lok Sabha, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, said the External Affairs Min-
ister's statement had allayed some doubts but not all;
and hoped that at a later date the Government would
take the House into confidence whether on there was
an intelligence failure or slackness. She also hoped
Bangladesh would bring to book those behind the
gruesome killings of jawans.

‘BDR fireg 4n self-defence’: PM
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% } GLA: No Intelligence fﬁiﬁwz,
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" (Continued from page 1) '

| external affairs minister,” Mr
. Jaswant Singh, told the Rajya
- Sabha at the end of a day-long
discussion on the killings.
' Mr Singh had said that
. deputy comnmandant Mandal
| had been killed less than 24
| hours before his body was
" handed over. The marks of
| injury on all bodies were
| recorded and signed by
' representatives of BSF and
, BDR.
Referring to concerns that the
government was being soft on
‘( Bangladesh, the minister said
| while he could not divulge
details of his discussion over
| the phone  with  his
- Bangladeshi counterpart or Mr
' Vajpayee’s  with  Sheikh

desecration of hﬁ uniformed
personnel had bgen ‘conveyed.

The minister, however, made
it clear that neither had there
been any Intelligence failure
nor transgression of borders
which had any similarity with
what was witnessed in Kargil
two years ago.

Explaining the sequence of
events, Mr Singh said that
unlike Kargil, which was a case
of aggression, this was a border
management situation.

Rajya Sabha members,
seeking clarifications on his
written statement read out in

both Houses earlier, had
unanimously criticised the
government’s  soft stance

towards Bangladesh. The Lok
Sabha was adjourned after the
Congress president, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi, spoke on the situation

as her party colleagues were on
their feet, demanding a JPC to
probe into the Tehelka expose.

In the Rajya Sabha, however,
over a dozen members sought
clarifications on the statement
and expressed doubts over the
inquiry promised by Bangladesh
being impartial. They called for
stringent measures — some
suggested going to war, some
others were willing to forgive
Bangladesh if it apologised —
even if it cost the country its
friendship with Bangladesh,

and said either Intelligence

agencies had failed to submit
information or the government
had failed to act on them.

The minister said: “The
question (of an Intelligence
failure) simply can’t arise
considering the nature of
terrain and _the

distance

says Jaswant

between the two forces being
just 200 metres. In such a
situation, the accusations were
at best fanciful.

“It’s completely misleading }
and inaccurate to equate what

had happened on the Indo-
Bangla border with that of

Kargil which was an aggres- :
sion from a neighbouring :

country. There was no Intelli-
gence failure. I've no difficulty
in saying this to the House.”
Mr Singh said the
government was aware of the
situation on the border from 15
April but the priority was to
restore “status quo ante”. “A
self-correcting mechanism
exists which becomes active in
such situations and India
wanted this system to do the
task. After that, we learnt the

killings had taken place.”

Hasina, the angish at the

/‘mmt take killings \icjhtW’; BDR masses border

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & UNI

DHAKA/ NEW DELHI, April
23. — Bangladesh today coun-
tered India's contention that
Sheikh Hasina Wajed had
“regretted" the killing of 16 BSF
personnel when she called Mr
AB Vajpayee over the phone last
night even as the government
said in New Delhi it hadn't
taken lightly the defilement of
(BSF) men in uniform.

(Bangladesh Rifles has begun
troops build-up in three sectors
along the border with Tripura,
Assam and Meghalaya, official
sources said tonight, adds PTL
(The sources said additional
BDR personnel were being sent
in Belonia, Laldila and
Pyrdiwah sectors in a move that
could escalate tension along the
border. In a bid to avoid “local
adventurism” by BDR, the BSF
has sought flag meetings with
its Bangladeshi counterpart.
BSF was maintaining a close
vigil along the entire border, the
sources said.)

The Bangladesh foreign office
today quoted Sheikh Hasina as
having told Mr Vajpayee that the
Rowmari incident resulted in
casualties "when Bangladesh
Rifles personnel were under
attack and they had to open fire

-
in self-defence". She req\2s od Mr
Vajpayee to "find out the detailed
position about this incident".
Asked about ,reports from
Dhaka denying Sheikh Hasina
had expressed “regret” for the
incident, the PMO refused to
comment without ascertaining
the facts. The external affairs
ministry spoke on the same lines.
The Bangladeshi foreign
secretary, Syed Muazzam Ali,
disagreed when asked if he had
given any understanding to
India that the border incident
was "an action unilaterally taken
by BDR, and the Bangladeshi
government was not aware of it",
as claimed by the home sec-
retary, Mr Kamal Pandey. He,
however, said the BDR takes on-
the-spot decisions many a time.
-About the situation at
Pyrdiwah village, he said it "is
within Bangladesh territory
and is under Bangladesh's
control... We did not withdraw
our forces." The BDR withdrew
its siege on the BSF camp at
Pyrdiwah while the Indian
border force demolished the
illegally-constructed pucca road
after the decision taken at the
sector commander-level meet-
ing between the two forces.
He said a BSF camp exists at
Pyrdiwah village and a BDR

asing didnt
‘regret: Dhaka

patrolling team is there too.
Bangladesh, he said, is
pressing for the removal of the

BSF camp from "its territory”. -
Syed Ali replied in the negative -

when asked if he had received
any communications or requests

from India urging Bangladesh to’

———

punish the BDR personnel

responsible for the incident.

In their conversation, Sheikh
Hasina expressed her "deep shock
and grief' to Mr Vajpayee on the
recent Indo-Bangla  border

incidents, Syed Ali said. Sheikh'

Hasina told Mr Vajpayee that as
soon as she heard the news about
the border incidents, she asked all
authorities concerned to pacify the
situation and ease the tension.

Mr Vajpayee too expressed
sorrow at the casualties oo the
Bangladeshi side. In New Delhi,
the government said it was up
to Bangladesh to act against the
perpetrators of the crime to
restore confidence and trust.

"Every such defilement of an
Indian soldieris a comment on
the defilement of the Republic
of India. The defilethent and
desecration (of uniformed
soldiers) is not an aspect we
will take lightly and-cannot
take lightly, the

# See B : page’
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FEARING THAT the recent

skirmish on the Indo-Bangla
border could have an adverse
impact on the AGP-BJP alliance’s
poll prospects, Assam chief minis-
ter Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on
Monday called on the Union

‘home minister, Mr L.K. Advani, to

demand sealing of the Indo-
Bangla border along the state
along with enhanced deployment
of security forces to avoid any fur-
ther incidents.

Mr Mahanta had rushed to the
national capital after having visited
the border areas in Assam on
Sunday. In his brief interaction
with Mr Advani, Mr Mahanta
sought additional paramilitary
forces not only for the ensuing
Assembly polls but also for perma-
nent vigilance on the border.

“We have demanded the set-
ting up of a BSF battalion head-
quarter in Mankachar, where 16

ands seali\h/gL()f/Indo-Bangla border

talion headquarter in Mankachar ;

BSF soldiers were captur% e
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) person-
nel and tortured them to death,”
Mr Mahanta told reporters after
emerging from the meeting,

One particular demand made
by the chief minister was the set-
ting up of more border outposts
(BOPs) so that distance between
consecutive posts could be
reduced. As per the current norms,
the normal distance between two
botder posts is 5 km, with 15-30
personnel manning each BOP
depending on its vulnerability. Mr
Mahanta, who claimed that in
some cases distances were as large
as 10 km, suggested that no two
BOPs could be farther from each
other than 4 km.

According to sources in the
MHA, while the decision to
strengthen the deployment of
paramilitary forces has already
been taken by the ministry, the
other two demands of Mr
Mahanta for more BOPs and a bat-

“are being examined.”

Mr Mahanta’s decision to rush
to Mr Advani, that too in the mid-
dle of his electoral campaign
{Assam is slated to go to the polls
on May 10), to seek enhanced
security for the border villages in
the state is aimed at addressing the
Assamese’ sustained grievance
against in- filration by
Bangladeshi illegal immigrants.
The infiltration issue, riding high
on which Mr Mahanta had risen
from a student leader to the chief
minister of Assam, is likely to be
revived in this Assembly poll,
thanks to the BDR-Bangla- desh
army’s “misadventure” on the
Meghalaya-Assam border.

Facing as he is a strong anti-
incumbency factor, Mr Mahanta’s
latest ploy to harp on the “nation-
al security” theme — which has
also been ally BJP’s pet platform —
is being seen by observers as an at-
temnpt to woo the Assamese .

Absu joins hands with AGP,
BJP to fight Cong in Assam

P.P. Singh

GUWAHAT! 23 APRIL
ALL BODO Students Union
{Absu), on Monday, declared that
though it would not deviate from
its demand for a separate state, it
had forged an electoral
understanding with AGP and
BJP for defeating Congress in the
polls.

Absu leaders like U.G. Brahma
(advisor) and Rabi Ram Narzary
(president), addressed a joint press
conference with AGP president
PK. Mahanta and its general sec-
retary and agriculture minister
Chandra Mohan Patowari.

The leaders said that despite
the differences of opinion between
AGP and Absu regarding the
creation of Bodoland, the latter
would join the front to protect
the larger interests of the Bodo
people.

Mr Brahma, when asked
about the attempts to bring vari-
ous Bodo factions like Absu and
PDF under one banner for the
greater Bodo cause, stated that it
was unfortunate that these organ-

TRUCE TALKS: Assam chief minister PX. Mahanta (second

i

from left) addresses reporters at a joint press meet in
Guwahati on Monday. ~ Caroline Singh

isations were facing pressure from
certain anti-national forces, which
was forcing them to stay away
from a common front.

Mr Patowari said that to
improve education standards in
Bodo-dominated areas, they
would take up the issue of setting
up a university at Kokrajhar and
an engineering college, a medical

college and an agriculture college
in other Bodo-dominated areas.
Mr Mahanta said AGP would
support Bodo candidates jn nine
constituencies, while in 3, they
would have a friendly contest.
The Absu-BPAC combination
would support AGP, BJP and
ASDC (Holi Ram Tarang group)
candidates in 26 constituencies.

Jaswant calls for
action against
Bangladesh Rifles

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 23 APRIL

E OPPOSITION and
treasury benches went
for the . government’s

jugular aboui the handling of the
border intrusions angd killings of
BSF men, grilling the government
about the security lapses, Jaswant
Singh demanded “action against
the perpetrators” of
the “criminal adven-
turism” that created
the crisis last week.
In a statement in

Parliament on
Monday, foreign
minister  Jaswant

Singh attributed the
flare-up on the bor-
der last week to
“criminal adventur-
ism” by the BDR, but
largely exonerated

the Bangladesh gov-

ernment from

responsibility.
However, the

government was put on the mat
by the Opposition for the delay in
action and called to explain the
intelligence failure that resuited in
such an incident.

“Criminal adventurism is a.

crime. India will not accept defile-
ment of men in uniform. We will
pot take it lightly,” foreign
minister Jaswant Singh said
winding up a day-long discussion
in Rajya Sabha on the BSF
killings.

Opening the discussion with a
statement in Parliament, Mr Singh
said, “We were assured by the
Bangladesh government that all
aspects of these incidents will be
investigated — Also that the
BDR action was taken without
their knowledge and was regret-
table.”

The foreign minister’s state-
ment came after general outrage
at the treatment of the BSF jawans
was peppered with criticism about

Jaswant: Action
player

the political leadership’s handling
of the killings. While the Lok
Sabha did not give itself time to
debate the issue since the contiru-
ing clamour over Tehelka forced it
to adjourn for the day, Rajya
Sabha members expressed shock
and outrage, demanding not only
justice but an explanation from
the gavernment regarding intelli-
gence lapses, and
delay in resolution of
the issue. .

The Jeader of the
Opposition  Sonia
Gandhi condemnéed
the “inhuman and
barbarous” killing of
the BSF men which
had “shocked and
shaken” the entire
nation and asked the
government to see if
there was intelli-
gence failure or vigi-
lance slackness. “The
house and the coun-
try awaits answers,”
she said adding “I earnestly hope
Bangladesh government consti-
tutes an inquiry and brings the
culprits to book for the heinéus
crime.” o

The refrain from most of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha was to
focus on intelligence and security
lapses by India. Former minister,
Ram Jethmalani, describing the
government’s handling as “gross
and criminal negligence” asked
the Prime Minister to resign. “At
lgast some ministers should resign.

Prime Minister cannot find fault
with his ministers, he should
resign,” he said. ,

National Security adviser,
Brajesh Mishra was also at the
receiving end of attack in the
Rajya Sabha. “We have got some
kind of security adviser. This secu-
rity adviser must go,” Mr
Jethmalani said, finding fault with
the security situation in the coun-
try after the Kandahar hij -~
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Delhi ducks |

flare-up ¢
home truth

FROM PRANAY SHARMA (VI/\ he initial Indian inaction

AND BIDHAYAK DAS

April 23: The outrage over
the mutilation of men in unif-
orm echoed in Parliament
today and threatened to spill
onto the streets, but the gover-
nment has remained silent
on a crucial factor which
would have helped prevent the
flare-up.

Nearly a year ago, the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) had
asked the BSF to dismantle a
footpath, considered the flash-
point, in Bangladesh territory
under India’s “adverse posses-
sion”. The BDR moved in and
ringed the BSF outpost at
Meghalaya’s Pyrdiwah, where
the footpath was being carved,
after waiting in vain for an Indi-
an response for 10 months.

A border agreement between
the two countries prevents “de-
fensive construction”, which cov-

ersroads, in greas “under adverse.

possession” — diplomatese for oc-
cupied territory. :

The footpath issue was first
raised in last June through a let-
ter between the security person-
nel of the two sides. A month
later, it was again referred to by
the BDR during a flag meeting.

After a few months, the BDR
asked the BSF to stop work and
get back with a response by
March 15. On April 16, when re-
ports crossed the border that the
footpath had been completed, the
BDR stormed the area.

The BSF eventually tore down
the footpath —butafew days after
the issue spun out of control and
16 Indian jawans were killed.

wilAnot absolve the BDR if it is
- unahfle to disprove allegations of
brutality and mutilation of the
BSF 'jawans' bodies. (Post-
mortem chart on Page 6).

Intelligence sources said in
Shillong the BSF deputy comma-
ndant, B.R. Mondal, was killed by
the BDR in the presence of a Ban-
gladeshi legislator in Kurigram.
The sources said that BSF wire-
less monitors picked up messages
saying ‘shoot him, don’t waste
time’ and ‘aro eno’ (bring more).

The BSF claimed that the foot-
path was not a road and it was
being constructed by villagers.
However, security forces along
border areas usually step in even
if civilians start construction in
sensitive territory.

Moreover, though the BDR
stormed Pyrdiwah and outnum-
bered the BSF, there was no vio-
lence in the area. It was only after
a BSF team tried to lead an as-

sault on the BDR outpost at-

Baroibari in the Assam sector
that the bloodshed occurred.

The BSF has pulled back from
Baroibari, senior officials said.
AtLyngkhat near Pyrdiwah, how-
ever, reports of a heavy build-up
by the BDR have alerted the Indi-
an forces. Villagers said
Bangladeshi troops and civilians
were moving close to the contro-
versial footpath.

Swept up in a storm of protest
cutting across political barriers
in the House, the government,
which had shown restraint over
the past few days, talked tough
today but refrained from giving
the full story. '

Forel

inister Jaswant

ruE T~

m«‘ \

(3

Singh today accused the BDR
of “intruding” into Pyrdiwah
and iterated that it was the “un-
provoked and unwarranted” ac-

" tion of the Bangladeshi security

forces that led to the violence. But
he was quick to point out that
these developments would not af-
fect the “strong and friendly” bi-
lateral ties hetween Delhi and

jawans and said a strong protest
had been lodged with the
Bangladesh government. “Crimi-
nal adventurism is a crime. India
will not accept defilement of
men in uniform. We will not
take it lightly,” he told the Rajya
Sabha.

He denied charges of intelli-
gence failure, saying the “ques-

Police confront Opposition activists as a three-day strike begins in Dhaka. (Reuters) B See Page 4

had yesterday phoned him. This
was followed by another call by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to

-"Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Hasina ex-

pressed regret at the unfortunate
incidents and promised a “thor-
ough investigation”.

Hasina, facing an Opposition
backlash over several issues,
including the border flare-up, is

Dhaka. tion simply cannot arise”. - compelled to walk a tightrope vis-
Singh stressed on the marks of Singh sald his Bangladeshi a-vigDelhi. )
torture on the bodies of the BSF  counterpart Abdus Samad Azad W More reports on Page 8
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, April 23: Angry BJP
and other National Democratic
Alliance MPs today fired accusa-
tions at Jaswant Singh in both
Houses of Parliament while the
defence minister was making a
statement on the brutal killing of
the BSF jawans.

Singh, who is also the foreign
minister, described the killings as
acts of “criminal adventurism”
and said the “defilement of men
in uniform was a defilement of
the Republic of India”. But his
words cut no ice as the MPs target-
ed him over the Centre’s handling
of the border standoff.

The ultimate embarrassment
for the government was a stinging
attack from Swaraj Kaushal, Ra-
jya Sabha MP from the Haryana
Vikas Party and husband of infor-
mation and broadcasting minister
Sushma Swaraj. Sushma quietly
left the Upper House just before
her husband started speaking.

Shortly after Singh made his
statement, Kaushal posed a series
of questions. He wanted to know
what the government was doing
for five days after the killings, was
the flare-up a military or diplo-
matic failure, and why were the
injured soldiers taken to Tura in-
stead of Calcutta or Silchar when
there was no blood-bank in the
Meghalaya town.

“The home secretary and GOC
(Eastern Command) had not even

visited the places where the inci-
dents occurred. But the most
shameful thing was when the 15
bodies were cremated, not a single
minister or any person of authori-
ty was present. Is this the kind of
treatment you give to our security
forces who give up their lives for
the country?” he asked. Kaushal
ended with a poser: “Mr Jaswant
Singh, as the defence minister, we
did not expect this from you.”

When the discussions re-
sumed after the lunch recess,
BJP’s T.N. Chaturvedi said while
the minister’s statement was
“couched in niceties”, it was nei-
ther “adequate nor reassuring”.

“When the nation’s self-respe-
ct and confidence and the ability
of the government and security
forces are involved, I am afraid we
have to speak with firmness and a
clear conscience,” he said.

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Nirupam
was more scathing. “There are
presently two ministers rolled in
Jaswant Singh’s persona. While
the foreign minister has to work
with tact and diplomacy, the de-
fence minister’s priority is to keep
the security forces’ morale high.
Jaswant Singh may have won a
diplomatic battle in a small way,
but as the defence minister, he has
failed,” Nirupam said. “Small
countries which owe their very
existence to India are now threat-
ening our sovereignty.”

In the Lok Sabha, another
Sena MP, Mohan Rawle, slammed
Singh’s statement as “unsatisfac-

Sy

" tory” and asked the government

to “take action against Pakistan
and Bangladesh”.

Replying to clarifications
sought by Rajya Sabha members,
Singh denied that the Kkillings
were a result of intelligence fail-
ure. He said the defence ministry
did not come into the picture as
the BSF deployment concerned
the home ministry. “It is complete-
1y fanciful to say it was an intelli-
gence failure or the failure of
RAW,” he added.

Singh also rejected the com-
parison with the Kargil intrusion.
“Phe reference is misleading and
unwarranted,” he said. “The Kar-
gil aggression was against India.
The Bangladesh incident was part
of a total border management sit-
uation and to confer any other
Kind of category on itis wrong.”

Placing the fltare-up in histori-
cal perspective, he said of the 4,096
km-long Indo-Bangladesh border,
only six km were yet to be demar-
cated. But because of the unique
riverine nature of the terrain and
the shifting of the border
line, there were as many as 111 In-
dian enclaves in Bangladesh
and 51 Bangladeshi enclaves in
India.

Singh said the 1974 boundary
pact signed between Indira Gand-
hi and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
made a distinction between en-
claves and adverse possessions.
“The question of adverse posse-
ssion is one of the pending issues
related to the border,” he said.

utJ aswa tonmat -

Folidwing are excerpts from the report of the post-mortem .
onducted by the department of forensic science,
Mymensingh College, Bangladesh:

@ identified as constable Sukhwinder Singh. Cut
temporal region. Point blank range.
@ Identified the body as deputy commandant BR M

throat, injury on neck and cheek. Rigor mortis just sett
probably killed within 24 hours. e .
@ Unidentified. Bullet injury on right arm and point blank bullet :
injury on the head. o .
@ Unidentified. Bullet injury, entry wound. Righ mandibula

region. Exit wound left side of face. Paint blank
® identified as SI Amrik Singh. Throat cut open; hea
Injury on right shoulder with knife. Cut marks on
® Identified as St Pannalal. Bullet injury on left arm.
on forehead with knife, L e

@ Unidentified. Cut injuries on left side of face. Verticalcut )
onhead. o

@ Identified as head constable Raman Gaude. Cutinjury -
head and right arm. Multiple cut injuries on tright leg by sharp
weapon like da. L.eg separated frombody. .

@ Identified as constable Mafuluddin. Four inches ocut m;
right arm with sharp knife. Point blank buliet injury belo
cheek. Exitwoundonhead. - e

@ Identified as constable Gurbax Singh. Cut injury on |
temporal region, Deep cut on medial side of right ar
forearm by sharp object. S

@ Unidentified. Deep facerated wound on right forear
bulged out with marks of stranguiation on neck,

@ Unidentified. Bullet injury on right and left temporal
Point biank range. - o .

@ Unidentified. Bullet injury on right eye. Multiple cuts o
one third and upper medial region of thigh right side,

@ Identified as Sanatan Dafla. Buliet injury on right forear
right side of chest. =

® Unidentified biunt injury on face. Cut and lacerated wou don
right arm and left thigh and foot. ' s
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Mere ‘sorry” won’t

Sangh te
BY OUR CORRESPONDENT ?}v /

New Delhi, April 23: The Sangh
Parivar outfits on Monday' lashed
out at the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led ‘NDA goverhment -for being
“soft” against Bangladesh and
demanded that the “guilty” Bang-
ladesh Rifles officials should be
punished.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
Bajrang Dal activists also demon-
strated in front of the Bangladesh
high commission in New Dethi to
protest against the brutal killing of
the Indian soldiers last week. The
demonstration was led by Bajrang
Dal chief Surender Jain and was
also attended by VHP president
Vishnu Hari Dalmia.

Sangh Parivar leaders suggested
that the government should take
stern action, including war, if the
Bangladesh . Rifles
responsible for killing of the BSF
personnel were not punished by
Dhaka. Bajrang Dal leader Surren-
der Jain said the events on the
Indo-Bangladesh border had led to
widespread resentment among the
people across the country. He

.warned that it might result in a
backlash against the illegal Bangla
-deshimigrants in Delhi and other
places in the country if the govern-

personnel -

ty,
th\ka&;y ~'
mient fails to tak¥ stro ga&ﬁé

“We are not satisfied with the
government’s response. The BIP
feels that any strong action would
anger the Muslims. They should
remember that national interests

-are more important than their

image,” he said adding that the
Bangladeshi action was an affront
to the nation’s self-respect and
would demoralise the troops.

“Mere regret by Dhaka will not
do. They will have to court martial
all guilty BDR personnel. If they
fail to do 50, India should retaligte
even if it means war,” he said.

The VHP has already said that
India should treat Bangladesh as
an enemy nation if it does not pun-
ish the guilty under the Islamic
law. VHP leader Vishnu Hari
Dalmiya had said the governmen-
t’s soft response on the issuc was
not acceptable.

Mr Dalmiya had earlier said that
the Government of India should
take strong steps to seek an apolo-
gy from Dhaka. “If they do not
accept these demands, than Indian
government should review its poli-
¢y towards Bangladesh. There is
no need to treat them a friendly
nation.” he saig/adding that Dhaka
should be trpfted at par with Pak-
istan. ‘

—
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A SOLEMN EXPRESSION of regret by the Bangla-
desh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, over the hei-
nous action against India’s security personnel,
suspected to have been perpetrated by her coun-
try's security guards, can serve as a meaningful
step towards the restoration of trust between the
two neighbours. Despicable indeed was the ap-
parent manner in which some units of the Ban-
gladesh Rifles (BDR) had either themselves
tortured or allowed others to brutally assault sev-
eral men belonging to India’s Border Security
Force (BSF) before killing them during the latest
skirmish on the boundary between the two
friendly countries. A tense calm now prevails on
the frontier following a conscious agreement be-
tween New Delhi and Dhaka to defuse the crisis
arising out of the firefights that suddenly flared up
between the BDR and the Bangladesh Army, on
one side, and the BSF, on the other. The two sides
seem convinced that status quo ante has been
restored on the border at this time as a result of
the withdrawals by both from the pockets of terri-
tory that they occupied during the latest oper-
ations. Given the unprecedented scope of this
appalling turn of events, Sheikh Hasina has struck
the right note, even if somewhat belatedly, by tel-
ephoning the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to express her sorrow and to assure him of
her determination to conduct a “full and thor-
ough” investigation of “'all aspects” of the trouble
on the border as also the related incidents. While
her offer is a welcome gesture in a bleak ambi-
ence, it still remains to be seen how far she will be
able to convince her bitter political opponents at
home that she made a right move towards India
at the right moment. However, Sheikh Hasina
seems to have reckoned that nothing should over-
ride the civilised imperative of investigating the
deplorable condition in which mutilated bodies
of slain BSF men were handed over to the Indian
side.

~ Sheikh Hasina may have exposed herself to a
fresh round of domestic criticism about her al-

O/

FOR NEIGHBOURLY TRUST

leged India-friendly disposition o{} a»B ?r\ential

kind. To this extent, her virtual apology i a testi-
mony to her political courage ahead of a pospec-
tive general election. More significant, though, is
the sign that her telephonic call and India’s con-
spicuous restraint have defused a potentially ex-
plosive situation. However, if neighbourly trust is
to be restored, the two countries should intensify
the search for answers to some divisive issues,
which often overshadow the symbolism of bilat-
eral friendship. New Delhi not only played a cata-
lytic role in freeing Bangladesh from Pakistan in
1971 but also withdrew the Indian forces from the
new country immediately thereafter. This aspect
deserves to be affirmed if only because a potent
strand of the latest political rhetoric in Dhaka is
that the BDR has only tried to recapture an area
under India’s “occupation”.

Now, the territorial question by and large
pertains to the “enclaves” which the two coun-
tries control in each other’s domain in what is
regarded as “‘adverse possession’’ pending the fi-
nalisation of the de jure boundary in some clearly
recognised sectors. A historical legacy of the colo-
nial period as also the nature of the terrain ac-
count for this anomaly. Viewed thus, the border is
not really in dispute. In any case, a referral docu-
ment is the bilateral agreement of 1974, reached
by Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
founder of Bangladesh and father of Sheikh Hasi-
na. Dhaka has now begun to urge India to ratify
that treaty in the latest context, while New Dethi
seems inclined to sort out all “‘boundary related
matters” first under a mechanism that was mu-
tually agreed upon last December. Enhanced bi-
lateral dialogue and border vigil will surely build
mutual confidence. However, New Delhi will be
well advised to ensure that its equation with' Dha-
ka does not become hostage to the cynical calcu-
lations of how far Pakistan may be able to
influence Bangladesh’s foreign policy. For Dhaka,
too, its long-term friendship with India is a syb-
stantive choice in itself. /H
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_“BDR fired in self

DHAKA, APRIL 23. A day after the
Bangladesh ~ Prime  Minister,
Sheikh Hasina, spoke to her Indi-
an counterpart, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, Dhaka today sought to
give a new twist to the killing of
BSF soldiers, claiming the Bangla-
desh Rifles (BDR) “had to open
fire in self-defence” since they
were “under attack”.

The Foreign Secretary, Syed
Muazeem Ali, who briefed the
press on a telephonic talk be-
tween the two Prime Ministers,
made no mention of Ms. Hasina
having made any direct expres-
sion of regret for the torture and
killing of BSF personnel.

A carefully-worded statement
read out by Mr. Alj said the Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister expressed
her deep shock and grief at the
unnecessary and avoidable loss of
lives “on both the sides”.

Assuring Mr. Vajpayee that nec-
essary investigation would be
done to ascertain the ‘“‘correct po-
sition””, Ms. Hasina “requested
the Indian Prime Minister also to

investigate and to find out the de-
tailed position” about the inci-
dent in Boraibari glong the Agsam
border. &{}g( ‘)&‘\L
W Ryl

Referring to the incident in Pyr-
diwah village in Meghalaya, the
statement said Ms. Hasina told

Mr. Vajpayee the “BDR troops
had encircled the BSF camp when

* the latter was trying to constructa

pucca road connecting the BSF
camp with the Indian territories.
There was no casualty or injury”.

She said ‘“‘but the second inci-
|

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23. The BSF today

since it was within 150 yards of

w0~ BSF dismisses BDR claim qA\Z\

said the BDR’s claim that it had
encircled the BSF outpost in
Pyrdwah to stop “illegal” road
construction was totally false.

In a statement, the BSF Inspec-
tor-General, Mr. V.N. Rai, said,
“it is absolutely wrong on the
part of BDR to use the so called
road as an alibi for their adven-
ture in Pyrdwah. It was a deliber-
ate effort to attribute the
unjustifiable efforts of the BDR
on the intervening night of the
15th and 16th of April.”

He said BDR officials were
blaming the BSF of making a
road in Pyrdwah and claim that

the international border,
BDR had asked the BSF to stop
construction and when the BSF
did not stop the work, they re-
sorted to the extreme step of en-
circling the BSF outpost.

“This position is absolutely
false as the road which BDR is
referring to is located at a place
known as Lynghat which is about
six km from BoP Pyrdwah.

In the real sense of the term it
will be wrong to refer the con-
struction as road as it is an old
foot path between Lynghat and
Lakhanchera,” he said. — PTI

YHE HINDU
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‘ \\//
-defence:

Dhaka

dent in Roumari (Boraibari) re-
sulted in casualties when the BDR
troops were under attack and had
to open fire in self-defence”.

On the outrage and shock over
the torture of the BSF soldiers and
the defilement of their bodies, the
statement merely says Mr. Vaj-
payee “also referred to their views
expressed earlier, on the treat-
ment meted out to the dead bod-
ies of the BSF personnel”.

The foreign secretary said Ms.
Hasina had emphasised that the
recent border incident had once
again highlighted the urgent need
to complete the ‘“‘unfinished
tasks” of full implementation of
the Indira-Mujib accord of 1974,
which she believed would heip
both sides avoid recurrence of
such incidents.

Mr. Ali said the two leaders
agreed that as per the last senior
official level meeting, two task
forces would be constituted
to expedite the process ofAmple-
mentation. — PTI
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Seeds of discontent

Jyoti Malhotra looks at the history of Indo-Bangladesh ties to trace the reason

behind the killings of BSF men by the Bangladesh Rifles

PRIL must be the cru-
elest month for India and
angladesh, mixing

memories with the recurring
smell of blood and death, leaven-
ing the sowing and harvest with
promises kept and betrayed.
William Radeliffe drawing a line

across the map in 1947. Jawahar-

1al Nehru and Feroze Khan Noon
conferring about the border .in
1958. The 1971 War of Liberation
and its aftermath. Indira Gandhi
and Mujibur Rahman continuing
border talks in 1974. The Teen
Bigha debacle. And through the
remaining twilight years of the
20th century, the demarcation of
the 4500-km-long boundary pro-
ceeding at a spail’s pace.

In recent memory, though,
this week’s horrendous torture
and kilting of 15 BSF men by the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) in Bo-
raipari, in the region of Cooch
Behar, India, must be counted
‘amangst the darkest moments in
the history of the bilateral rela-
tionship.

Suddenly, the last five years of
a relative honeymoon with the

Sheikh Hasina government,
seemed fraught with peril.
Critically aware of the politi-
cally volatile situation in
Bangladesh — which goes t0 the
polls in October ~-and the deter-
mination by Khaleda Zia’s oppo-
sition BNP to paint Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina as$ an “Indian
stooge”, the foreign offices of
both sides quickly moved to re-
store status quo in both sectors.
Meanwhile,  Bangladesh-
watchers here pointed out that
the real reasons for last week’s

-absolute mess could not be ex-

plained by “local-level adventur-
ism” — as New Delhi had sought
to explain the crisis —but was ac-
tually embedded in decades of
bitterness betwelen the two sides.
That the history of the bilateral

- rélationship was really the history

of the scandalously slow pace in
which the demarcation of the bi-
lateral boundary had taken place ”
over the decades, since Radcliffe
willfully drew his line across the
page in 1947.

Added tothis potpourri of de-
liberate delay and subcontinental

@2
144

apathy, was the fact of a major di-
vide within Bangladesh’s own po-
litical, bureaucratic and armed
forces. Headquartered in Islam-
abad, hundreds of miles away
from their homeland, the former
East Pakistani elite preferred to
be loyal to their masters in Islam-
abad. The War of Liberation in
1971 aggravated the social condi-
tion. '

The ‘Mukti Bahini’, which
fought the Pakistani army, was re-
ally composed of the poorer
classes, their slogan Jai Bangla’ a
manifestation of their linguistic
and cultural affinity with Bengal.
As much, it was arejection of the
Urdu-speaking elite divorced
from the nationalism of the
sweaty masses back home.

Faziur Rahman, the BDR

chief who according to New .

Delhi is the villain of the piece, is
said to be a representative of this
“Islamabad crowd.” Young men
in 1971, some of these army offi-
cers have since risen through the
ranks 10 occupy positions of au-
thority in Bangladesh’s armed
forces today. Their ranks swelled

through the martial law regimes
of Zia-ur-Rahman and Ershad
— after Mujib’s assassination in -
1975 — and despite Sheikh
Hasina’s rule over the last five
years, the power of the “canton-
ment” still courses strongly
through the veins of Dhaka’s es-
tablishment.

Across the years, meanwhile,
the boundary demarcation pro-
ceeded at an excruciating pace.
Much of the work ha$ now been
done, only 6.5 kms of the bound-
ary remains to be demarcated.
But an additional 42 kms con-
tinue to be dotted with tiny en-
claves in “adverse possession” by
both countries in the territory of .
the other. ‘

Pyrdiwah-Padua is one such
enclave in “adverse possession”
by India within Bangladeshi terri-
tory, while Boraipari is held by
Bangladesh within Indian terri-
tory. While Dhaka has been
ready to exchange these enclaves
as the demarcation of the border
proceeded, New Dethi waits for
its full completion, arguing that
the exchange would require an

Coffins carvying the bodies of the BSF men killed by BDR. Reuters

" amendment to the Constitution.

The history of the demarca-
tion has been equally fraught with
the frailties of men and women,
promises made by them and bro-
ken, on both sides of the border.
More than 10 years after Rad-
cliffe carved up the subcontinent,
the prime ministers of India and
Pakistan, Jawaharlal Nehru and
Feroze Khan Noon, met in 1958
for the first round of border talks.

The sticking point came with
the fown of Berubari in the
Cooch Behar sector in West Ben-

" gal. It was decided that Berubari

would be divided into half, the
northern part remaining with In-
dia and the southern portion with
Bangladesh. Soon- enough,
though, New Delhi was going
back on its agreement to claim

~ the whole area.

Tt took another 26 years for
another set of prime ministers,
this tinte of India and Bangladesh
—— Indira Gandhi and Mujibur
Rahman — to come together for
another set of tatks in 1974. In ex-
change for Berubari, New Dethi
offered a permanent lease of a

corridor called the Teen Bigha, to |

access the villages of Dahigram
and Agarpotta in Indian territory.
The change of mind in New
Delhi didn’t take long in coming.
Teen Bigha access, it was decided
by later political lobbies, would
be allowed only on certain days
and for a few hours on those days.

The argument against giving
Teen Bigha was that “permanent
lease” amounted to a “cession”
of Indian territory and therefore
violative of the Indian constitu-
tion.

1t took the Supreme Court, as
late as 1990, to declare that that
was not-so — thereby liberating
the bilateral relationship from
the twists and perilous turns of
the Indian political class.

With the election of Sheikh
Hasina — Mujib’s daughter —in
1996, relations with Bangladesh
improved substantially. Hasina as
well 4s the various governments
in Delhi attempted to solve the.
problems leftover by history —
whether it was the Ganga waters
accord in 1996 or the recent
restoration of Hindu property
taken away before liberatiort —
but the pace of the border settle-
ment defied bilateral goodwill.

April, that cruelest month,
bas now returned to test the
strength of political ties. Hasina
goes to the polls in October, while
Assembly elections in Assam and
West Bengal will be held as early
as next month. Expressions of re-
gret as well as an investigation
into the BSF massacre could be
the secret of handling an ugly sit-
uation gone out of hand, espe-
cially when both India and
Bangladesh reiterate the com-

mon fundamentals an old
friendship.
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There could have been no other end to the Indo-Bangladesh bor§e
skirmish, other than that of the restoration of the situation as it wis
before the Bangladesh Rifles occupied Pyrdiwah village. For tw
countries so closely intertwined by history, geography and indeed eth-
nicity, a resort to arms is the worst of all possible options. Particularly
when the incident is made even uglier by evidence of extreme brutality
said to have been perpetrated by the Bangladesh Rifles on Indian
security personnel. This gross provocation, however, makes even more
imperative the need for restraint on New Delhi’s part. But the big ques-
tion remains: Why did the Bangladeshis suddenly mount such a major
military operation to seize what they have claimed for the past 30
years? These are questions that would have been better answered had
the Intelligence Bureau, the Research & Analysis Wing and the Border
Security Force intelligence not been caught napping once again.

r Jaswant Singh’s gratuitous claim in the Rajya Sabha to the effect

\hat there was no intelligence failure, flies in the face of facts.
ntelligence services are created to track trends and forewarn of the oc-
urrence of such events. That said, it must be pointed out that the cir-

stances in the region are tailor-made for a clash. Bangladesh, one of

e most populous spots on earth, is virtually the delta of the Brahma-
putra and Ganga river systems, where numerous streams and rivers de-
bouch to the Bay of Bengal, cutting across the alluvial plains. Some of
these change their course periodically and create problems for those
trying to pin down where the international border lies,

The problem is compounded by the fact that there was an artificial di-
vision between the Indian state of West Bengal and erstwhile east Pak-
istan during Partition, and both sides retain small enclaves deep in the
other’s territory. Possession of land, sometimes plots as small as a couple

f acres, has been occasion for tension since then. Sorting out such prob-
_lems requires patient diplomacy and the proverbial give and take. This
is all the more so when the political leadership of Bangladesh is particu-
larly well inclined towards India, which played a not insubstantial part
in the creation of the state. Between 1975 when Sheikh Mujib was assas-
sinated and 1996 when his daughter Sheikh Hasina returned as the
elected prime minister, relations between India and Bangladesh were
strained. Since then, however, things have improved. Sheikh Hasina has
proved to be a deft politician and has contained not just the Opposition,
but the anti-Indian elements who have considerable street-power in
Dhaka. But she has a general election coming up in two months, and
may be under pressure to prove that she is not an Indian stooge. There
is an alternative explanation to the recent events as well. The
Bangladeshi armed forces have, in the past at least, shown an inclination .
to get involved in politics, mostly of the anti-Indian variety. Whether or
not they triggered off the attack on the BSF cannot be established, at
least at this stage. There is no doubt that India has the military
means to inflict punitive darr;;%i: on the Bangladeshi forces,

but this may be exactly what those who do not like India, and who maj
have engineered the incident, wan

- .

HE TIMES OF IND&



-1-

e e e e

A St A M

PM reviews §1tuat10
Indo- Banglaa@esh border

0

" Dhaka returns two wounded BSF constables, body of ‘missing’ jawan

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Two injured
Border Security Force (BSF)
jawans Akshay Kumar and Vimal
Prasad and the body of a “missing”
jawan, Dhyan Chand, were handed
over to the BSF by the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) at the Indo-
Bangladesh border in Meghalaya
sector on Sunday afternoon.

The body of the jawan has
been sent for autopsy to find ZLN
out the nature and cause of §
death. The two injured BSF
constables, who were con- |§
scious and in a position to §
talk, were taken to the BSF
Battalion headquarters of |
the area. The two injured
constables were taken in cus-
tody by the BDR, badly
beaten up and then taken to
Dhaka for treatment. They | .
were brought and handed P
over to the BSF after a coun-
trywide uproar over torture
and mutilation of 15 jawans
and when India lodged a
serious protest with the
Bangladesh authorities.

The BSF authorities said they
would be questioning the two
injured jawans to find out what
exactly happened over the past
few days which led to the inhuman
outrage against the BSF jawans.

Earlier in the day, BSF director-
general Gurbachan Jagat submit-
ted to Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee his on-the-spot assess-
ment of the incident when the

Bangladesh Rifle ran amock in
two villages, killing 16 BSF soldiers
in cold blood. The PM had called a
high-level meeting to review the
entire situation, The meeting was
attended by home minister L.K.
Advani, defence and external

affairs minister Jaswant Singh and
Planning Commission deputy
chairman K.C. Pant. Mr Jagat was
accompanied by home secretary

Home secretary Kamal Pande and BSF chief
Gurbachan Jagat brief reporters at the Prime
Minister’s house in New Delhi on Sunday.

Kamal Pande.

“It is a brutal act of murder,” Mr
Pande told reporters soon after the
meeting. He said eight of the 15
BSF soldiers, killed by the BDR
personnel, were shot dead at a
point-blank range after being bru-
tally tortured. One jawan was
strangulated. The home secretary
said it was “a unilateral action by
the BDR local troops and the gov-

emment of Bangladesh was not

aware of it.”

Asked how the Bangladesh gov-
ernment was being absolved of its
responsibilities, Mr Pande said the
Bangladesh foreign secretary had
publicly stated that Dhaka was not
aware of the unilateral action.

“When the foreign secretary is
saying so, I believe it is with some

responsibility,” Mr Pande said,

adding, New Delhi hoped that the
s investigation ordered by the
ﬁ Bangladesh  government
= would be an “open one.”
Asked whether there had
been any intelligence fail-
ure, he said, “I don’t think
§ you can say that”.
He, however, added that
¢ the inquiries to be carried
out by the home ministry
and the BSF would go into
all aspects of the incidents.
There is still no immediate
word of any political contact
between the two countries.
Official sources denied
reports of Mr Vajpayee hav-
ing had a telephonic contact
with his Bangladeshi counterpart.
The high-level meeting called by
the PM discussed the entire situa-
tion in depth. It also deliberated on
a preliminary report of the BSF
chief who visited Pyrdiwah a
Boraibari villages on the o-
Bangla borders. He also super-
vised the taking over of the bodies
of BSF personnel.

» See Edit: Blood on
Page 10
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/Hgsina.calls up Vajpayee, expresses regrets

It’s a brutal act

“of murder, says

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

. NEW DELHI, April 22. — |
+ . Eight of the 15 BSF jawans kil-

home secrefa

" led by Bangladesh Rifles per- @&
: sonnel along the Indo-Bangla
. border were shot dead at point

blank range after being brutal-

i ly tortured while another was

: one”,

i strangled.
“It is brutal act of murder”
and India hopes the investiga-

tion ordered by the Bangladesh |
i government will be an “open |
the Union home secre- |

tary, Mr Kamal Pande, said.
(The Bangladesh Prime

Minister, Sheikh Hasina,spoke
to Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
over the telephone tonight. |
i During the 30-minute talk, she |
i expressed 'regrets" over the |

i torture and killing of 16 BSF

personnel and said a "full

investigation" would be carried

: out,a spokesman of the prime
minister's office said.

(Mr Vajpayee conveyed to her

a "deep sense of hurt and

anguish", particularly over the

* inhuman and brutal torture of
the BSF jawans. He pointed to
' the BDR's "utter disregard" for

international conventions.
(The body of one more BSF
man killed by BDR and two
injured BSF jawans were today
handed over by Bangladesh

. Rifles at Mahendragunj in
| Meghalaya.)

Mr Pande, however, said it

~was a “unilateral action by

BDR troops” about which the

Mr Kamal Pande and the BSF chief
Gurbachan Jagat coming out of the
PM's residence on Sunday. — PTI

government of Bangladesh was

not aware. Asked how the gov- .

ernment was being absolved of
its responsibilities, Mr Pande
said the Bangladesh foreign
secretary had said in public
that Dhaka. was not aware of
the unilateral action.

“When the foreign secretary is
saying so, I believe it is with some
responsibility,” Mr Pande said af-
ter a meeting, presided over by
Prime Minister Mr AB Vajpayee
to take stock of the situation.

Mr LK Advani, Mr Jaswant
Singh, Mr KC Pant, Mr Bra-

ry

Jesh Mlshra Mr Gurbachan Ja-

i gat, were among those present

at the meeting.
In Meghalaya, BDR personnel
had dug trenches and taken po-

| sitions before capturing the In-

dian border outpost at Pyrdi-
wah.

In Boraibari, it was yet to be
ascertained how BSF personnel,

® who set out on patrol duty, were

captured or hijacked.

He said the government didn’t
have details of the entire inci-
dent. In Meghalaya, the per-
sonnel dug trenches and had
taken positions before captur-
ing the Indian border outpost

| at Pyrdiwah. In Boraibari, it

was yet to be ascertained how
the BSF personnel, who set out
on patrol duty, were captured
or hijacked.

This information would be
available only after the two in-
jured personnel gave their ver-
sions.

The preliminary autopsy re-
port, however, had made it
“quite clear that eight of the
bodies bore point-blank bullet
wounds with mutilation and
multiple injuries. Another BSF
jawan bore wounds of strangu-
lation,” Mr Pande said.

Mr Pande said it would not be
correct to say that there had .
been an Intglligence failure but
was quick tp point out that in-
quiries would be carried out by °
the Home ministry and BSF to
go into all aspects of the inci-
dent.
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Fair brother for P

akistan,

v stepmother for Bangla

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 22: India,
which midwifed the birth of
Bangladesh, has been denying its
protégé for almost 30 years what it
was on the verge of handing over
to Pakistan.

Following an initiative taken
by Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru in 1958, India and Pakistan
had decided to swap demarcated
territory without waiting for the
process to be over in the east. The
shortlisted areas included those
labelled “under adverse posses-
sion” — an euphemism for occu-
pied terrain.

Meghalaya’s Pyrdiwah and
Assam’s Baroibari, where last
week’s flare-up occurred, are also
referred to as territory under
India’s and Bangladesh’s “ad-
verse possession”.

However, the approach that
was adopted with Pakistan in 1958
was not followed with
Bangladesh. Instead, India
stressed during negotiations with
Bangladesh that territory could
be exchanged only after the entire
boundary was demarcated.

As part of the Nehru initia-
tive, Parliament passed in 1960 a
Constitutional Amendment Bill
—— arequirement for ceding terri-
tory even if it is occupied by force.

ch\ amendments need two-
thjrdy majority. After a decade-
long 1aborious process, India and
PaRistan managed to finalise the
boundary in the west.

The east was on the brink of
catching up with the west a year
later and the date — March 27,
1971 — was set. But it was not to
be because of an event that chan-
ged the face of the sub-continent.

On the same day, Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman announced the
creation of an independent state
— Bangladesh — triggering a
chain of events that led to the War
of Liberation.

Though India and Pakistan
had demarcated nearly 3,000 km
of the 4,000-odd km boundary in
the east, the discussions were
restarted in 1972 as East Pakistan
ceased to exist and Bangladesh
was born.

To facilitate the border talks
between the two sides, in 1974
an agreement was reached be-
tween Indira Gandhi and Mujib.
India has 111 enclaves inside
Bangladesh’s territory, while
Bangladesh has 51 enclaves in
India.

The two sides have completed
demarcation of most of their
4,000-km boundary. Only 6.5 km
remains to be demarcated.
Another 35.5 km within West

Bengal, though demarcated, has
not been turned into a formal
boundary.

Bangladesh has often im-
pressed upon India that the
speedy completion of the demar-
cation of the boundaries will help
strengthen bilateral relations.
Besides, it would have robbed the
Delhi-haters’ club in Dhaka of an
opportunity to tar India.

One of the key planks of the
anti-India lobby is Delhi’s reluc-
tance to part with the territory
“occupied” during the war to
train the Mukti Bahini.

Indian officials have argued
that Bangladesh’s attempts to rai-
se new issues and “reinterpret”
the Indira-Mujib agreement have
stood in the way of speedy com-
pletion of the boundary work. Ho-
wever, political opposition from
those who fear losing their vote-
bank is seen as the main stum-
bling block before the transfer.

After the demarcation is com-
pleted, the government has to in-
form Parliament and move a fresh
constitutional amendment to ex-
change territory Once this is
done, the Indira-Mujib agreement
can be ratified by Parliament.

However, such a scenario
seems remote given the present
political equation in t| ouse.

B See Page 6
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HT Correspondents
Shillong/New Delhi, April 22

THE BDR today returned two
BSF personnel and the body of
another to India this afternoon
at Mahendragunj.

BSF Inspector General V K
Gaur said the body would be
identified after it is taken to the
headquarters of the BSF’s 118th
Battalion at Praharinagar near
Tura.

The two injured jawans had
been undergoing treatment at
Dhaka. They, too, will be identi-
fied after they are taken to the
battalion headquarters.

“We want the injured jawans
to rest at Tura,” the IG said,
adding that they would then be
flown to a specialised hospital
for better treatment. “They are
not in a condition to speak as
one had sustained severe head
injury while the other has been
wounded in the eye. Moreover,
they had to bear the trauma of
being in Bangladeshi custody
for over three days.”

The Government continued
with its cautious response to the
gory killings of BSF jawans. At
a high-level meeting convened
by the Prime Minister, the gen-
eral consensus was to avoid any
kind of hostile posturing that
could harm the delicately poised
friendly ties with Dhaka. The
Government is apparently stick-
ing to its stance that border skir-
mishes and the subsequent bru-
talities on the BSF men were the
result of “local adventurism”
devoid of any direct approval of
the top echelons of the Sheikh
Hasina regime.

PMO sources even discounted
any immediate possibility of a
direct telephonic contact
between Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Sheikh Hasina over the
issue.

Home  Secretary Kamal
Pande, who briefed the media
after the meeting, said the Gov-
ernment attached considerable
importance to the Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary’s statement
that Dhaka was not aware of the
BDR’s unilateral action. 4{When
the Foreign Secretary is‘saying

Border Security Force person;tel guard Jagrachowk village in Mankachar, Assam, on Sunday.

so, I believe it is with some
responsibility.”

On the inquiry ordered by the
Bangladesh Government, the

. Home Secretary hoped that the

investigations would be “open”.

The Home Secretary con-
firmed that eight of the 15 BSF
soldiers killed by the BDR were
shot at “point blank range” after
being brutally tortured while

another jawan was strangulated. -
. “Irsabrutal act of murder.” The

details of the autopsy reports
were awaited, he added.
Officials said the issue of the
brutality meted out to BSF
jawans was discussed in details
at today’s high-level meeting.
Apart from the Prime Minister,
Home Minister L. K Advani,
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh, Planning Com-
mission Deputy Chairman K C
Pant, National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra, BSF Director

General Gurbachan Jagat and
other senior officials were pres-
ent at the two-hour meeting.

The discussions were based
on the preliminary report sub-
mitted by Jagat, who returned to
the capital late last night after
an on-the-spot assessment of the
border flash points.

Sources said the Government
would rather firm up its stance
only after receiving a complete

report of the entire episode. The

THE HINDUSTAN TREM
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eye-witness accounts of the two
injured jawans, who were
returned today, would also be of
considerable importance.

Besides the inquiries ordered
by the home ministry and the
BSF, the Government is expect-
ed to receive several other
reports from its Intelligence out-
fits deployed on the border.

Related reports and photographs
on Page 9
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By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 22. Bangladesh
today expressed regret at the
highest political level over the in-
human treatment meted out to
the Indian security forces on the
border.

In a telephone call late tonight,
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina, promised the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, that her Government
would conduct “a full and thor-
ough” investigation into “all as-
pects” of the tragic incident on
the Indo-Rangla border, in partic-
ular the torture of the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) personnel and
the disrespect shown to the ja-
wans.

The call from Sheikh Hasina re-
flects the recognition of the inten-
sity of the hurt feelings in India at
the despicable treatment meted
out to the BSF personnel by per-
sonnel of the Bangladesh Rifles.

During Sheikh Hasina’s call at
11.00 p.m., lasting 30 minutes,
Mr. Vajpayee conveyed to her
“the deep sense of anguish” at
the ugly turn of events on the In-
do-Bangla border.

Sheikh Hasina's call was pre-
ceded by a telephonic conversa-
tion between the Foreign Minister
of Bangladesh, Mr. Abdul Sam-
mad Azad, and the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.
After the call from Mr. Azad, Mr.
Singh briefed Mr. Vajpayee on the
latest on the diplomatic front.

The unambiguous expression
of regret by Bangladesh and the
promise by Dhaka to investigate
the incident have defused the po-
litical tension between the two
countries and allow them to face

gh pro

pro

The Union Home Sectetary, Mr. Kamal Pande, and the
Director-General of BSF, Mr. Gurbachan Jagat, at a
press conference in New Delhi on Sunday.

together the common adversary
who is trying to disrupt Indo-Ban-
gla amity and friendship.

A brutal act,
says India

By Our Special Correspondent

* NEW DELHI, APRIL 22. The Govern-

ment today described the killing
of Border Security Force jawans
by Bangladesh Rifles personnel
last week as a “brutal act of mur-
der’ after a high-level review of
the incident at the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence. There a presenta-
tion “confirmed” that at least
eight jawans had been shot “at

point-blank range”.

Even as reports from Shillong
indicated that a decomposed
body of a jawan — identified as
Havildar Dhyan Chand — and
two injured constables — Akshay

Kumar and Bimal Kumar — were *

handed over at Mahendraganj,
Meghalaya, to the BSF comman-
dant, Mr. S. C. Zutshi, this after-
noon, there was no clear word on
how the Government would pro-
ceed besides lodging strong pro-
tests.

After the meeting which lasted
about two hours, the Union
Home Secretary, Mr. Kamal
Pande, said it was clear that eight
of the bodies handed over on Sat-

'm pained, says Bangla envoy

NEW DELHI, APRIL 22. The Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Mustafa Farooq Mohammed, tonight
said he was personally “very pained” and regretted
the killing of BSF soldiers but said the question of
his country’s apology on the issue could only be
decided after a thorough investigation.

“The question of apology will be decided only
afier investiggtion... as to who started and what
happM told the Star News channel.

Asked whether action would be taken against the
guilty BDR (Bangladesh Rifles) officials and others,
he said investigation into the incident was on and
“the law of the land will definitely prevail”.

To a question, he said that many of the problems
faced on the border between the two countries
would not recur if personnel of the BDR and the
BSF abided byhe concerned guidelines. — PTI
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neefs. The post was Jdter re-occu-
ied by the BSF.

mised

urday were ‘“‘mutilated with mul-
tiple injuries” while another bore
“strangulation marks’".

He confirmed that the bodies of
eight jawans “bore point-blank
bullet wounds”’ and that there
was no getting away from the
harsh fact that *it was a brutal act
of murder”.

The Minister for Defence and
External Affairs, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, the Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, the Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commission, Mr.
K. C. Pant, the National Security
Adviser, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the
Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila
Iyer, and the Director-General of
the Border Security Force, Mr.

Gurbachan Jagat, attended «he |

meeting. Mr. Jagai, who had
toured the area on the Indo-Ban-
gla border in Meghalaya and As-
sam where the clash had
accurred, apparently made a pre-
sentation to the Prime Minister.

‘Unilateral action’

The Government, it was said,
was awaiting a detailed report on
the basis of a first-hand account
by the injured jawans who were
handed over to Indian authorities
this afternoon, Mr. Pande said.
Only then would the Government
be able to come to some conclu-

* sion on the cause of the incident,

especially when India and Ban-
gladesh enjoyed a friendly rela-
tion. The then Defence Minister,
Mr. George Fernandes, had given
a certificate of innocence to the
former Pakistan Prime Minister.

Quoting the Bangladesh For-
eign Secretary, Syed Moazzem Ali,
as reported in a newspaper inter-
view here, Mr. Pande said Mr. Ali
must have spoken with “respon-
sibility”” and that he (Mr. Pande)
had no occasion to doubt Mr. Ali's
claim of his Government’s inno-
cence.

Mr. Pande said India would
await the report of the inquiry or-
dered by Dhaka into the incident.

For the present, all that Mr.
Pande shared was that in Pyrdi-
wah, the BSF border outpost was

takea by Bangladesh Rifles who -

had dug trenches, indicating the
of engi-

-
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HE RECENT clash on the\Bangla-

desh border and the heavy loss of

lives have again thrown up the

multi-dimensional challenge
faced by India in its dealings with the
neighbourhood. Ties with the countries in
the region, even with the exclusion of Pa-
kistan, have posed formidable problems,
both in episodal and conceptual terms.
India is a major factor in the political
agendas of the various parties there,
whether in the Government or in the Op-
position, and anti-India feelings could be
generated with incredible ease to achieve
narrow political ends. The factors -and
forces operating below the surface, that
g:rd to the adventurist action of the Ban-

adesh Rifles, have yet to be identified

but there is little doubt — on the basis of
preliminary evidence — of the linkage
with it of anti-India sentiments and anti-.
India elements.

Any in-depth discussion of the ghastly
episode has to deal with 1) the facts of the
incident, 2) the present state of India-Ban-
gladesh relations (including the percep-
tion of India by different sections}, 3)
India’s relationship with the neighbouring
countries (except Pakistan which falls in a
different category), 4) the manner in
which the Pakistan factor impinges on
New Dethi’s ties with others in the region,
and 5) the lessons to be learnt from the

sxﬁden eruption.
JThe accounts available from different

sources establish the fact of intrusion, in .

the first instance, by the Bangladesh Ri-
fles. Had that not been the case the Ban-
gladesh side would not have expressed
regret over the killing of the BSF personnel
and reports from Dhaka would not have
ascribed the killings to local adventurism,
without the consént and knowledge of the
higher-ups. There were conflicting ver-
sions of whether there had been a failyrg
of intelligence or whether the authorifies
concerned did not pay attention to infor-
mation supplied by the local agencies on
the emerging situation on the ‘bordeg The
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani’s
denial of the failure charge does not carry
conviction. Shades of Kargil.

In sharp contrast to the lapses on the
ground was the handling at the diplomatic
level. “‘Restraint’” was the key word. Even
before the Cabinet Committee on Security
considered the situation, the official mind
was made up,— that conscious steps
needed to ly{ken to de-escalate the sit-

o The neighbourhood

By K. K. Katyal

There are in-built handicaps for India in its dealings
with neighbours, stemming from the asymmeltry in size,
population, economic strength and resources.

uation. Both the Ministries of Home and
External Affairs made known their con-
cern, were firm in their postures but, oth-
erwise, played it cool and saw to it that the
clash did not develop into a bilateral cri-
sis. This caution came under heavy strain
when the gory details of the killing of the
BSF personnel became known. While not
giving up the restraint, New Delhi lodged
a strong protest to Dhaka and made its
displeasure known. On her part, the Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
would need to do some tight-rope walking
— recognising India’'s concern while
avoiding the impression of succumbing to
New Delhi's pressure.

The India-Bangladesh relationship is a
mix of complex factors — which operate
differently, depending on who is in power
in Dhaka. The Awami League Government
had been keen on forging friendly ties
with India. At the same time, it had to
guard against the perception of a tilt to-
wards New Delhi. The Opposition is con-
tinuously looking to pounce on the
Government at the slightest sign of a per-
ceived softness towards India. The main
Opposition party, the Bangladesh Nation-
al Party of Begum Khaleda Zia, had never
tried to hide its antipathy towards New
Delhi — and, in this, it was supported by
its allies. There were at least two factors
that made anti-India sentiment highly po-
tent — it had the support, on the one
hand, of sections of the armed forces and,
on the other, of religious fundamentalists.
The pro-Pakistan elements, who had not
reconciled themselves to the creation of
an independent Bangladesh (but did not
dare say so publicly) took shelter behind
the India-baiting parties. It was a highly
polarised pattern.

Elections in Bangladesh are not far
away and this makes the current situation
particularly sensitive. The Opposition is
certain to intensify its efforts to find new
means to embarrass the Government and
what could be a more effective way than
making use of the India factor? In the pte-
sent surcharged atmosphere, this is the
easiest of the political options.

The Hasina Government finds itself in

an unenviable position — it could not
highlight, for instance, the benefits accru-
ing from the agreement with India on the
sharing of the Ganga waters, with a sec-
tion of the Opposition either questioning
the gain to Bangladesh or twisting it to
highlight its pro- India bias. Sheikh Hasi-
na, therefore, took a big risk in avoiding a
jingoistic posture and in helping contain
the diplomatic fall-out.

It is natural for suspicions to arise as
regards the role of various elements and
for the sequence of developments to be
closely scrutinised. Could it not be the
handiwork of elements out to stir, on the
one hand, anti-India sentiment apd, on
the other, to put the Government on the
mat? To talk of convergence between the
interests of these elements and pro-Pakis-
tan section is to stress the obvious. The
infiltration of the ISI into sensitive agen-
cies of Bangladesh is known, but some
firm evidence is required to conclude that
it was actively involved in the recent in-
cident. ”

There are in-built handicaps for India in
its dealings with neighbours, stemming
from the asymmetry in size, population,
economic strength and resources. India
also has land or maritime borders with
each one of them, while others do not
have this contiguity. It creates presum-
ptions of a hegemonistic approach among
them while New Delhi is caught in fears of
a gang-up. '

In this setting, India becomes a major
factor in the domestic politics of the
neighbours — not only in Bangladesh but
also in Nepal and Sri Lanka. The Hrithik
Roshan episode in Nepal last December
proves the point. The baseless rumour of
alleged derogatory remarks by the film
star was enough to trigger large-scale mob
frenzy, rioting and killings — and for the
protests to acquire shrill anti-India over-

tones. Only when the factual situation was -

known and it was established that the of-
fensive remark ascribed to the actor was
never made, was calm restored. By then
considerable damage had been done.

The political parties in Nepal have vied
with one another in generating and ex-

M 1319 1Py s

ploiting anti-India sentiment. Both the ex-
treme left and the monarchists have been
equally active in such campaigns. The is-
sues cover a wide range — the 1950 treaty.
rival claims on the demarcation of the
border in unclear cases, especially on Ka-
lapani, and the India-Nepal- China tri-
junction. India has its quota of grievances.
As regards Sri Lanka, the operation of the
India factor has a long, unsavoury history,
with the IPKF period representing the bit-
ter climax.

Pakistan had been making all-out cf-
forts to fan the anti-India sentiment in the
neighbouring countries, finding the
ground particularly fertile in Nepal and
Bangladesh. In Nepal, the operations of
Pakistan’s 1Sl were both vast and deep.
There were clearly identified cases, where
the Pakistani hand was responsible for
creating problems for New Delhi. At
times, it succeeded in damaging its rela-
tions with Nepal. The Hrithik Roshan epi-
sode, for instance, could not have
acquired the dimensions it did but for the
role of Pakistani elements. The open In-
dia-Nepal border provides them an ideal
situation to smuggle operatives into India.
The case of the alleged involvement of a
Pakistani diplomat in Kathmandu in the
engineering of violent activities was the
latest in the unsavoury series, of which the
hijacking of the Indian Airlines plane was
the most horrible. In Bangladesh, the ISI
job is easier — it, after all, was part of their
country and there are strong linkages at
various levels.

What are the lessons for New Delhi? In-
creased vigilance, of course, apart from
improved intelligence network. More im-
portant, there is a case for discarding the
tendency to shelve solutions of pending
problems. It is shameful on the part of
authorities to cite the difficult terrain of
the 6.5-k.m. undemarcated sector of the
border with Bangladesh to justify their
criminal inaction. Cases of “‘adverse pos-
session” along the border are standing
provocations and, as such, delay in sorting
them out is inexplicable. Frequent con-
tacts at the top level could help dispel mis-
perceptions and misunderstandings and
prevent petty wrangles from becoming
unmanageable. If the Government heads
in Western Europe, to cite one example
could meet every other month, wha
vents the top leaders here from ng fre-
quent contacts?
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Pyrdiwah (Meghalaya),' April
22: A rifle slung over his shoulder,
Raju Lal, an.BSF guard; Tooked
tense and pensive as he stood at his
post in Pyrdiwah, a village along
the India-Bangladesh border that
was until Thursday occupied by
Bangladesh Rifles troopers. BDR
troopers took over Pyrdiwah, 100
" km east of Shillong, after they
overran a Border Security Force
outpost here, besieging 28 Indian
troopers for five days.
Raju Lal was among those BSF

By SYED ZARIR HUSSAINq V)

troopers taken hostage by the

BDR, surrounded on all sides by
heavily armed BDR men sitting in
trenches and bunkers, holding the
Indians under a spell of terror and

Ot

s -

a
fear.
and tense with BDR troopers sur-
rounding .our camhp: 'We had no
option'other thian to prepare our-

“selves inside the camp to counter--

attack if the BDR resorted to fir-
ing,” Raju Lal said on Sunday.

A flurry of high-level diplomatic
initiatives” between Delhi and
Dhaka  finally -

ended the stand- -
off Thursday :

afternoon,  with v
the BDR retreating from Pyrdiwah,
a 265 acre village, giving the BSF
troopers a new lease of life.

The nearly 500 BDR men
trekked back to their camps, a
stone’s throw away, but not before
plundering and vandalising Pyrdi-

“wah, changing the lives of local

re definitely séargy&xb&i villagers.

yrdiwah today resembles a rav-
agéd village — thatched rcofs

being ‘taken off huts, personal

belongings like' clothes, utensils,
cattle and poultry, either looted or

destroyed. “The BDR looted
everything and even took away my
children’s  schoolbooks,” said

Pinky Jatti, a

mother of four
children, as tears
welled in her
eyes. “It is a shame that troops
from Bangladesh can stoop to such
levels. They are no better than
petty criminals and looters.”

The village’s primary school and
Roman Catholic Church too bore
the brunt of rampaging BDR troop-
ers. This correspondent saw the

ola troops loot village

church and school walls defaced
with graffiti and anti-India slogans
written by the Bangladeshi forces. -

“Qur struggle for independence,”
“Out BSF,” “Khaleda Zia Long
Live,” “This is our land — land of
Bangladesh,” “BDR Long Live,”
“This is Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s

.dream Bangladesh,” were some of

the writings. on the wall.Village
huts were plastered with' artistic
party symbols of both the Opposi-
tion Bangladesh Nationatlist Party
and the ruling Awami League.
“The BDR officers broke open the
church and were using the premis-
es for sleeping at night. The holy

_cross inside the church was- found

broken nearby,” snid the village
headman Piju Nongrum.

(India Abroad News Service) {
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By Our Special Corresponder?

NEW DELHI, APRIL 21. India today
jodged a “very strong protest”
with Bangladesh over the “inhu-
man treatment”’ meted out to the
personnel of the Border Security
Force (BSF), asserting that men in
uniform have to be treated with
dignity at all times. The official
protest came within hours of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari

Vajpayee, took a ‘“‘serious view”’ of

the mutilation of the bodies of the
15 BSF personnel.

The bodies were handed over to
the BSF officers on Friday after
considerable delay. The BSF chief,
Mr. Gurbachan Jagat, who was
present at the border, had to rush
to the capital to brief the Prime
Minister on the situation along the
border. Mr. Jagat is expected to
brief the Prime Minister and other
senior Cabinet colleagues includ-
ing the Home Minister, Mr. LK.
Advani, and the Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs and Defence, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, tomorrow.

Conveying his impressions
about the ground situation before
emplaning to New Delhi form Gu-
wahati, the BSF Director-General
was of the view that his men had
been killed in “cold blood” and

the bodies bore tell-tale signs of

brutal torture inflicted on them.

"\ VAJPAYEE TAKES A SERIOUS VIEW OF

ange through their eyes.

The BSF chief said that available
information indicated that the
soldiers were killed by the men of

" PM convenes meet

| NEW DELHI, APRIL 21. The Prime

;

| Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, "
|has convened a high-level:
| meeting here tomorrow to dis-

! cuss the torture and killing of
BSF soldiers by Bangladesh Ri-

‘fles, sources said. The BSF.

! chief, Mr. Gurbachan Jagat,

who visited the area for a spot.

- assessment, would make a pre-
' sentation at the meeting on the
‘ situation there. — PTI

Bangladesh Rifles and not by vil-
lagers as widely suspected earlier.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said that In-
the
Bangladesh authorities that its se-
curity personnel had to be treated
with dignity under any circum-
stances. “Even their bodies have

dia had stressed before

ges protest w

’ae BSF personnel had been
strangulated, and their bones bro-
ken. Some of the bodies were
harred beyond recognition. They
ad been shot from a pointblank

to be treated with dignity,” the
Ministry spokesperson said.

During his daily briefing, the
MEA spokesperson indicated that
the BSF personnel who were killed
were part of a border pauol
“which went missing” along a
sector of the Indo-Bangladesh
border in Assam. He denied that
the BSF personnel were killed
while trying to seize a cross-bor-
der enclave in retaliation to the
takeover of the village of Pyrdiwah
along the Meghalaya-Bangladesh
border by the Bangladesh Rifles
earlier this week. He clarified that
there was no firing during the
standoff between the BSF and the
BDR at Pyrdiwah. “The status quo
ante was restored within 48 hours
on account following a diplomatic
engagement.” India, the spokes-
person asserted, had stressed to
the Bangladeshi authorities that
the incident had to be “fully in-
vestigated”. 1t also expected that
such incidents were nat repeated.
Besides, New Delhi demanded
that the two injured BSF person-
nel now undergoing treatment in
a Dhaka military hospital be re-
turned immediately.

The Foreign Secretary, Ms, Cho-
kila Iyer, summoned the High
Commissioner of Bangladesh to
South Block today to lodge New

MUTILATION
> i U\/,,;

ith Dhaka

Delhi’s protest. The High Com-
missioner was told that such in-
cidents were niot in keeping with
the friendly relations between
countries and, therefore, recur-
rence must be prevented. Ms. Iyer
also spoke to her counterpart in |
Bangladesh on similar lines. Be-
sides, a parallel statement was al-
so issued by the Indian High -
Commissioner to Bangladesh, Mr.
M.L. Tripathi, in Dhaka.

UNI reports from Shillong:

The last rites of the 15 soldiers |
were performed at the BSF’s 118th
battalion camp at Tura. While 13
of the 15 bodies handed over to
the Indian authorities at Megha-
laya’s Mahendraganj were con-
signed to flames, the bodies of two
Muslim soldiers, identified as con-
stables H. Sheikh and Mafuluddin,
were buried.

Bangladesh to
launch probe

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, APRIL 21. Bangladesh will
soon launch an investigation into
New Delhi’s allegations of mutila-
tion of the bodies of BSF person-
nel handed over to Indian |
authorities late last night. “We
will launch an investigation into
the allegations,” the Foreign Sec-
retary, Syed Moazzem Ali, said
while briefing reporters on the ef-
forts to restore peace on the bor-
der.

Confirming that the Govern-
ment had received a protest from °
New Delhi, he said he was aware :
of the concern of the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, concern over the issue.
“Our reply would be reflective of -
his concern,” Mr. Ali said.

The Foreign Secretary, howev-
er, did not dismiss the allegations
outright, and said such incidents
were not unusual when a mob as-
saulted intruders. “If the allega-
tion is true, it is a heinous action.”

India treads carefully: Pageg“



NEW DELHI, APRIL 21. I the after-
math of the border flare-up, India
is moderating its stance to dis-
courage the emergence of a rad-
ical regime in Dhaka, which will
be detrimental to its security and
political interests.

Government sources here said
that any reaction now to
“avenge’’ the killing of 15 BSF ja-
wans would prove .counter- pro-
ductive. It would only strengthen
the anti-India forces in Bangla-
desh, and could help bring them
to power in the coming elections.
That would be unacceptable, for
the presence of a right-wing gov-
ernment, supported by extremist
religious groups, could result in
Bangladesh becoming a base for
launching militant activity in the
country’s strife-torn North-East.
Already stretched in Kashmir, In-
dia can jll-afford the re-opening
of its “‘eastern front’.

Sources said the assessment
was that the takeover of the Pyrdi-
wah enclave was undertaken
without the knowledge of the
Bangladeshi Prime Minister, and
was ordered by a combine which
may have included a “junior Min-
ister”, key senior bureaucrats and
a section of the Bangladesh Rifles
{BDR).

Pakistani influence within this
group was also not ruled out. One
of the *‘theories” the Government
is considering is that the BDR ac-
tion was a retaliation by the Pakis-
tani intelligence, which saw itself
acutely embarrassed by India in
Nepal. The Pakistanis hold India
responsible for the detention by
the Nepalese authorities of their
First Secretary, Mohammad Ar-

shad Cheema, and the recovery of
16 kg RDX from his rented accom-
modation.

The border clash between the
BSF and the BDR, which was
widely covered in the Bangladesh
media, has brought the “India
factor” to the centre stage in the
run-up to the elections. That is
bad news for the Awami League
Government of Ms. Sheikh Hasi-
na.

Though elections are not likely
before October, the friction be-
tween the Awami League Govern-
ment, which is perceived to be
well disposed towards India, and
the Opposition BNP alliance has
acquired an abnormally high
pitch. The BNP alliance, led by
the former Prime Minister, Ms.
Khaleda Zia, has always attacked
the Government for “‘selling out”
to India.

Significantly, in its campaign
the BNP has been joined by the
radical Islamic parties. These in-
clude the Jammat-e-Islami (Jel),
whose leader, Mr. Ghulam Azam,
has been a vocal supporter of Pa-
kistan. The Islami Chhatra Shibir,
the Jel's student wing, has been
accused of being involved in an
assassination attempt on Ms. Ha-
sina in July last year.

Others in the alliance include
the Islamic Okiya Jote, an alliance
of Islamic fundamentalist organi-
sations and the Jatiya Party of the
former President, Gen. Ershad.

Some radical Islamic groups
may also be benefiting from the
presence of transnational ‘jeha-
dis’. The Harkat-ul-Jehad-al-Isla-
mi has a presence in Bangladesh
since 1992. Twg'years ago, securi-
ty forces shuy/down the office of
the monthlyhews magazine, Jago

dia treads carefully
‘on border clash

Mujahid, for allegedly pushing
pro-Taliban articles.

Prior to the border skirmish,
the negative campaign against the
Awami League was not making
much headway. This was, accord-
ing to analysts, on account of the
reasonably good performance of
the Hasina regime. The Govern-
ment scored high marks for skil-
fully tackling natural calamities
and for reforms which benefited
the people at the grassroots level.
Besides, Sheikh Hasina’s capacity
to push a deal on the Ganga wa-
ters with India and interest big
transnational companies in de-
veloping Bangladesh’s resources
of natural gas has also gone down
well.

On the diplomatic side, the visit
of the former U.S. President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, was yet another
feather in her cap.

In fact, confident of her pop-
ularity, Sheikh Hasina has been
openly taking on the extremists.
In February, the security forces
had clashed with fundamentalists
at Brahmanbaria, bordering Trip-
ura. Seven people were killed and
many injured in the incident.

The border clash, however, may
push the moderate Government
on the back foot. Attacks against
Sheikh Hasina by her rivals, ex-
ploiting her alleged “India con-
nections”’, are becoming more
strident. “India is creating un-
wanted incidents to save its sub-
servient puppet government in
Bangladesh,” claimed Matiur
Rahman Nizami, ‘ameer’ of Jel.
The BNP secretary-general, Mr.
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, praised
the BDR personnel for combating
Indians several times duriy/
rule of the Awami League.
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Meghalaya-Bangladesh border have

become the bone of contention be-
tween India and Bangladesh. Blood has
peen shed and lives have been lost. The
asymmetry inherent in the sifuation is
striking. For one thing, it is inexplicable
that temperatures should rise over two
hamlets. For another, the sheer discrepan-
¢y in the size and strength of the two sides
involved. India, by any reckoning — in size,
in military might, in numbers, in econom-
ic power and all other known criteria—is
the strongest country in south Asia. That it
should choose to quarrel with Bangladesh
over two villages is a cause for some com-

Two small villages irm a'ssam-

i ment and concern. Accord-

BORDERS ON TWO VILLAGES;,

India is seen to be holding on to territories
which rightfully belong to Bangladesh.
However distasteful it may sound to the
mandarins in South Block, India’s policy
towards its neighbours does have an ugly
face. Events in the Assam-Meghalaya-
Bangladesh border are proof of its exis-
tence. For obvious reasons, this face is visi-
ble first to India’s neighbours. The face is
so heavily made up with the rhetoric of
“security considerations”, “national inter-
ests” and such like that Indians take a long
time to recognize it, if they recognize it at

all.
Indian foreign policy cannot wish away
the way India is perceived by its neigh-
bours. Their reactions will

ing to reports that are avail-

be influenced as much by

‘ able, including the official

Indian survey, one of the
villages, Pyrdiwah, is actu-
ally Bangladesh territory
in the possession of India.
India claims that the other
village, Baroibari, belongs
to India but is in the posses-
sion of Bangladesh. There

At a time Indian
- foreign policy is
changing direction,
skirmishes with a less
powerful neighbour
over border villages
are best avoided

their perceptions as by offi-
cial pronouncements.
India’s size and strength in-
evitably make it the object
of suspicion. There is al-
ways the fear among the
neighbours that India’s am-
bitions — perceived or real
— will threaten their sover-

is also -evidence that the

eignty. India thus has to

flashpoint to the crisis was

provided by Indian border forces when
they tried to disrupt the status quo by try-
ing to build a footpath connecting the out-
post in Pyrdiwah to another one in Megha-
laya. It is clear that beyond the niceties and
the quibbles indulged in by the ministry of
external affairs and the Border Security
Force, India has to accept a major share of
the responsibility for the totally unwar-
ranted flare-up.

If India accepts that at least one of the
two villages belongs to Bangladesh, what
have Indian forces been doing there for so
many years? What stops India from hand-
ing over to Bangladesh what legitimately
belongs to Bangladesh? At an even more
profound level, why does India squabble
with a small neighbouring country which,
in fact, it helped form? These are uncom-
fortable questions which the ministry of
external affairs must answer. It has been
India’s contention in all important inter-
national fora that China and Pakistan are
holding on to areas that belong to India.
This accusation lcses all its moral force if

work twice as hard to con-
vince its neighbours that it has no mala
fide intentions. An incident like the one
that has just happened on the border with
Bangladesh with its attendant stories of
butchery, torture and exchange of fire only
serves to vitiate the entire process of creat-
ing goodwill and fellow feeling among
neighbours. It is one of the situations in
which India has to climb down from its
high horse and apply balm on hurt egos to
remove threats to a neighbour’s identity.
This may not be acceptable to those who
peddle the “powerful India” or even the
“greater India” thesis. But this is not the
time when India can afford to play games
with its neighbours. To force through the
most important task, economic reforms,
India needs to be free from any kind of dis-
traction and instability. Indian foreign pol-
icy is in the middle of changing its bear-
ings. The nose of the ship of state isno lon-
ger pointing towards Moscow but is look-
ing towards Washington. In the context of
such a shift, border games can only be a
bizarre distraction which is best avoided./
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 21. - The
Geneva Convention has said
those responsible for killing
BSF jawans and mutilating
their bodies could be tried in
Indian courts.

The incident has raised
three major issues:

# whother the Geneva Con-
sontisn & applicable to not
just war tut also border clash.

B whether the Convention
discusses issues like mutila-
tion of bodies in case of border
clashes and

# whether the criminals can

" pe tricd in Indian courts.

It can be argued that in all

C the tiree cases, the answer

may be “yes”.

Dealing with the first issue,
Article ¢ of the GC says:
«..the present convention

| ghall apply to all cases of de-

‘Perpetrators of border
~ killings

can be

61 10

clarcd war or of any other
armed confhien which may

arise between two or more of
the High Contracting Purties
even if the state of war s not
recognised by one of U,

There 1s no state of war be-
gween Indie and Buangladesh
but there was a cuse of armad
conflict.

The article goes on o swy thye
Cot renddon “shall also uppls
to ull cases of partial or torl
oeeupation of the terriary of a
Hish Contracling Party, eveu
if the said ovccupation meets
with no armed resistance.”
Again, it is clear Banzladesh
occupicd [ndian terrvivary.

Regarding  mdatiation of
bodics, Clauae A ol aartiele 5
speaks ugianst i tiation,
cruel treaninent and torture.

On the third issue. the GU
states that the High Con-
tracting Partivs have agroed

tried’
VY

10 proviae peral shuctions for
pessons “eompntithg or order-
inz to be comn}itted any of the
arave breachey of the Conven-
tion.” [t adds Tt cach High
Contracun,s Parly i> ebliged
to “search fur persons alleged
t, have committed or to have
ordered to be committed sucn
Trave and shall’
rine aucn persons v ardless
of ter 1 ore its
fen caurts, itoas, D pro-
fers and i accordance with
srovisions of its own icglsla-
tion hand such persuns over
for trial to another High Con-
tracting Party copcerned pro-
vided such HCEs hove made
Lt orimd favie Case”

AGEEL O ol o e witful
Wibiiag, torlare i iniman
treatment. Also, tao addition-
a} protocols bruaden the scope
of the Convention, bringing i
nternal armoed conilict.

roadhess
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & AGENCIES

|
|

GUWAHATI, April 21. — The BSF
. director general, Mr Gurbachan Ja-
!| gat, said today it was not Bangla-
“ deshi villagers who had tortured and

killed the BSF jawans as the BDR
had tried to project, but the BDR it-
self. “We have specific information in
this regard.”

He said the jawans were severely
tortured before being shot through
the eyes at point blank range. “They
were strangulated and their bones
broken. Some of the bodies were bad-
ly charred as boiling water was pour-
ed on them. The bodies bore clear
signs of torture”.

The bodies, returned yesterday,
were so badly mutilated that they
were not not handed over to the fam-
ilies. The last rites were performed
in Tura with full police honours.

A wave of anger swept through the
jawans at the BSF command head-
quarters in Tura when the bodies
were brought for funeral. “The dead
were among us and our brothers.
How can we remain quiet,” said a
BSF jawan.

C vy amy ABEOAT WS CeetUEE LIt SAUUFIvGy Uis rovweg - -

DR, not villagers,
killed iavggms:

BSF |
i %Jra, who had\aﬁ

, said no civilised |
army or paramilitiry force would do |
what the BDR had Yone. |
Some jawans were burnt, some oth-
ers had their hands and legs chopped
off, and at least one was strangulated,
he said. “The bullets were fired only
after they had died to mislead us.”
He said the BDR could have cap-
tured and arrested the jawans and
punished them according to their
laws, but they had no right to do what
they did. “It’s the most bestial act that |
I have ever come across and the worst
instance of human rights violations.” -
Doctors at Tura hospital, where a |
post mortem was conducted on the -
bodies this morning, confirmed the
BSF’s suspicion that Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital’s post mor-
tem report was incorrect. Intelli-
gence agencies don’t rule out more k

such acts of belligerence by the BDR
before Bangladesh goes to parlia-
mentary polls in October.

Senior intelligence officials here said
a repeat of Pyrdiwah and Boraibar]

= See BDR: page 1 Y/
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/Vajpayee calls high-level meeting

elhi lodges

" protest

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, April 21. — Reports
and photographs of the bodies of 15
BSF jawans being carried with hands
and feet hung from a pole, the way
animals are carried after slaughter,
prodded the Centre to take a firmer
stand against Bangladesh.

A “seriously concerned” Prime Min-
ister has asked the external affairs
ministry to lodge a “strong protest’
with Bangladesh against the jawans’
murder and mutilation of the bodies.
He has convened a high-level meeting
here tomorrow to discuss the inci-
dent. The BSF DG, Mr Gurbachan
Jagat, who had visited the eastern
frontier for a spot assessment, would
make a presentation at the meeting.

The foreign secretary, Mrs Chokila
Iyer, “summoned” the Bangladesh
high commissioner to her office this
morning and formally protested
against the outrage. She was assured
that all aspects of the “unfortunate
incident” would be probed.

In Dhaka, the Ban-

with Dhaka

quo ante.

Bangladesh has also been asked to
immediately return the two injured
jawans being treated at Dhaka mili-
tary hospital. The Bangladesh foreign
secretary has, however, said that if
the doctors allow, the two may be
handed over tomorrow.

Mrs Iyer told Syed Ali over phone
that such “unfortunate” incidents
were not in keeping with the friendly
ties between the two countries. The
Indian high commissioner in Dhaka
also met the foreign minister there.

When asked if India’s protest was
under the UN convention, an external
affairs ministry spokesman said:
“Whatever the circumstances might
be, security personnel need to be trea-
ted with dignity. Even their bodies
should be treated with courtesy and
dignity”. |

Both the governments have been
exercising a fair degree of restraint
because of the “fairly good relations”
between them, a senior official saigz

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee has beén

in constant touch with

gladesh foreign secre- . ‘P"P“'.“T“ Mr LK Advani, in Ah-
tary, Syed Moazzem border killings e::. medabad, and Mr Jas-
Ali, today said: “We'll be tried’: page 10 want Singh. “He is ex-

launch an investiga-

tremely concerned, but

tion into the matter.”
Bangladesh has received India’s pro-
test against the incident and was
aware of Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
concern over the matter. “Our reply
will be reflective of his concern.”

Syed Ali indirectly blamed the vil-
lagers for the incident, saying it was
not unusual for them to assault “in-
truders”, be it within the country or
along the border. However, “if the al-
legation is true, it’s heinous action.”
He admitted that some bodies were
not properly handled.

In Patna, the external affairs min-
ister said two inquiries — by the Un-
ion home ministry and the BSF —
were being conducted into the “inhu-
man” killings. The status quo ante
had been restored along the Indo-
Bangla border in Meghalaya and As-
sam, he said. A six-km stretch of bor-
der in Meghalaya is yet to be demar-
cated and unless the stretch is fenced
such incidents might recur.

Protest was also lodged against the
destruction of the properties of
Pyrdiwah villagers even after the
governments had agreed through dip-
lomatic channels to restore the status

doesn’t want the
friendly relations to get soured,” an
official said.

The VHP however, felt no need to
show such restraint. It has demanded
“stern action” against Bangladesh if
it did not disclose the names of those
who mutilated the jawans’ bodies. “B-
angladesh should be forced to punish [
the culprits under the Islamic law,” |
said the VHP president, Mr Vishnu
Hari Dalmia. !

If India’s demand was not met, the
infiltrators from Bangladesh should be
pushed back and the country should |
be treated like an enemy, he said. l

The CPI-M today demanded an ex- |
planation from the government on
the torture and killing of the jawans. |
Politburo member, Mr Sitaram Ye- |
churi, said: “The government owes an |
explanation to the country..It’s most
unfortunate that such an incident has
taken place with a country like Ban-
gladesh.”

No extra force: The BSF is not plan-
ning to send additional troops to the
Indo-Bangla border as there was suf-
ficient force to hold the groufid, said
the IG, Mr VN Rao.




-Chokila summons Bangla -

envoy, lodges strong protest
WA o

Qhad not affected excellent rela-

i TS aere

HTC & Agencies 9 '\/V
New Delhi, April 21

INDIA TODAY lodged a strong
protest with Bangladesh over the
torture meted out {o BSF soldiers
killed in Assam's Boraibari vil-
lage along the Indo-Bangla bor-
der by the Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) and the mutilation of the
bodies of the slain men.

Foreign Secretary Chokila
Iver conveyed New Delhi's con-
cern over the brutality inflicted
on the BSF men to Bangladesh
High Commissioner Mustafa
Farooque who was summoned to
the foreign office.

Indications of the govern-
ment's tough stance were clear
earlier during the day when
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee reportedly took a serious
view of the mutilation of the
bodies of the soidiers amid coun-
trywide anguish over the tragic
incident. New Delhi's strong
protest is understood to have
been conveyed to Dhaka follow-
ing Mr Vajpayee's directions.

Later, Mostafa Farooque
Mohammed said India and

Two inquiries en: Jaswant

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
Minister Jaswant Singh
today said two inquiries
were being conducted into
the killing of 15 BSF per-
sonnel by Bangladesh
Rifles: He termed as "inhu-
man” the way they were
killed. Singh said the
Union Home Ministry and
the BSF were conducting
the inquiries and the
reports were yet to be
ready.

PTI, Patha

Bangladesh were trying to limit
tensions from escalating and
were in constant touch.

"We are trying to defuse this
situation from escalating ... The
two Governments are in constant
contact both in Dhaka and in
New Delhi over the unfortunate
incident," the diplomat said.

He asserted the dispute
between the BDR and the BSF

tions Dbetween India and
Bangladesh. "The situation is so
far localised and has not affected
the good relations between the
two countries. Our relations are
much stronger,” he said. "I am
not aware if India has sought an
apology from Bangladesh,”
Mohammed said and declined to
offer details of his meeting with
India's chief diplomat lyer.

The Prime Minister also sum-
moned BSF Director General
Gurbachan Jagat to provide him
for the details of the incident. He
was to reach here from Shillong
this evening. h

A senior PMO official said Vaj-
payee spoke this morning to
Home Minister L K Advani,
presently on tour in Ahmedabad,
and also to the BSF chief in
Shillong.

Significantly, the External
Affairs Ministry spokesman last
night gave a clean chit to Sheikh
Hasina Wajid regime while
apportioning blame of the bor-
der skirmishes and the inter-
linked incidents to “local adven-
turism”.
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. (Continued from page )
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Is a distinct possibility, moge
30 because the Bangladesb
- government secmed to have
little or no control over the

! incidents

Bangladesh

" codld try to the do the same
| #gain through the BDR or

| benefits.

,  The officials said security '

! forces, particularly the BSF,
- would need the government's
. blessings to foil such game
| plans. “We can't afford to be
| s0 decent as to allow them

(BDR) to lay siege to our !

BDR. Last few days’
ould enthuse the |

/army to reap electoral |

village and BSF posts for
nearly three days. Had the ;
BDR been pushed out |

immediately there would
have been no need for the

. BSF to go for the BDR's:
. Boraibari post and use it as a |

| bargaining point to have
" Pyrdiwah vacated.”

While the BSF’s response

to BDR incursion into
Pyrdiwah was restrained. the
latier tortured and kilied 16
Indian jawans when they
went for the Boraibari post.
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GUWAHATI, April 20. — The BDR today re-

. turned the bodies of 15 BSF men killed at

Boraibari, Mancachar sector, on Wednesday.
Some of the bodies bore marks of torture and
were mutilated. The BDR had earlier said 16
BSF personnel were killed.

A probe team, led by a former BSF DG, is
trying to find out the circumstances leading to
the jawans’ death.

The bodies were handed over to India at 6
p.m. ending the 48-hour wait during which
the BDR failed to abide by its assurance of re-
turning the bodies at least twice.

Only seven of the bodies could be identified,
including that of the deputy commandant of the
118 Battalion, BR Mondol. Those killed were
from the 118 Battalion based at Tura, Megha-
laya. An officer commanding, an inspector and
two sub-inspectors were among those feared to
have been killed.

The BSF had initially refused to accept the
bodies because the weapons were not re-
turned with them.

However, the Dhubri DC and SP, confirmed
around 9 p.m. that the bodies were on their
way to Mancachar en route to the battalion
headquarters. “The Mancachar O-C told me
just now that BSF officers are waiting at Man-
cachar to receive the bodies,” the SP, Mr

‘Bangladesh returns 15
mutilated bodies

Apurbajyoti Barua, said over phone.

Sources at the Battalion headquarters at
Tura said they suspected that some of the ja- -
wans had died of torture. ‘

Some reports had said that 118 Battalion
personnel had carried out an attack on the :
BDR’s Boraibari outpost. The attack was re-
pulsed and the BSF personnel were killed in
the ensuing exchange of fire. .

The IG, BSF, Mr VK Gaur, yesterday said
Bangladeshi villagers had captured a BSF pa- °
trol party and handed them over to the BDR.
He said the jawans were killed in cold blood.

Sources said the BSF men had walked into -
an ambush laid by the BDR, who had antici-
pated a strike in the area in retaliation for the
BDR’s capturing of-Pyrdiwah village in Me-
ghalaya on Sunday.

They said the BDR jawans captured some of
the BSF personnel and handed them over to .
villagers who then lynched them.

Both Pyrdiwah and Boraibari are in “ad-
verse possession”. While Pyrdiwah is in “ad-
verse possession” of India, Boraibari is in “ad-
verse possession” of Bangladesh. In other
words, although Boraibari is in Indis, its pos-
session has been with Bangladesh since the
borders were demarcated. The reverse is the
case with Pyrdiwah.

The SP said there had been no firing in Man-
cachar since Thursday midnight and some vil-
lagers who had fled the area had returiy




/B/angla Opp bays for blood,
media says cool off «\\]

Utpal Parashar

Guwahati, April 20

WHILE EFFORTS ave on, both in
New Delhi and Dhaka, to defuse
tension along its borders, Oppo-
sition leaders in Bangladesh
have blamed India for “acts of
aggression”. In contrast. most
newspaper editorials in
Bangladesh were either neutral
in their view or silent on the
issue.

On Thursday, the leader of the
Opposition in Bangladesh Parlia-
ment, Begum Khaleda Zia,
strongly protested “the unpro-
voked attack” by Border Security
Force (BSF) on Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) personuel and its “intru-
sion into Bangladesh territory in
Kurigram”, the Bangladesh
Daily reported.

She called the “attack” on the
BDR camp as “tantamount to an
aggression of India” and said
international boundary laws had
been viclated through the attack.

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) chairperson alleged
that BSF had Lainched attacks
inside Bangladesh territory

many times in the past and killed
BDR personnel and innocent
people. She alleged that “hood-
lums from across the border”
had also resorted to looting and
abducting Bangladeshi citizens.

Begum Zia also claimed that
BSF had launched the attack on
the BDR camp at Roumari. as the
Bangladesh Government “could
not take proper steps o prevent
such attacks”. The Opposition
leader accused the Government
of pursuing a “subservient for-
eign policy” and called for effec-
tive diplomatic steps to stop
recurrence of such aggressive
acts in future.

Other political parties and
organisations in Bangladesh
have also expressed concerii over
the clashes between the BDR and
the BSF personnel and con-
demned the killing of BDR per-
sonnel by the BSE

In sharp conirast to reactions
from political parties, most
newspapers in Bangladesh pro-
jected neutral views on the
attacks or remained silent alto-
gether on the issue. While, the
editorial in The Independent

asked both countries to “cool
off”, the editorials of The New
Nation and The Daily Star had
absolutely no mention ahout the
firing incidents.

“It is.....important to find out
the causes responsible for what
transpired at the Indo-
Bangladesh frontier on Wednes-
day. .. There is a grave need for a
quick, judicious inquiry into the
incident,” mentioned Friday’s
editorial in The Independent.
“Vajpayee and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina have a tough job
on their hands. They need to
ensure that despite the border
incident, normality in ties will
remain unaffected,” it added.

On the other hand, Jatiya
Party chairman, H M Ershad, in
a statement yesterday, expressed
concern over the incident and
called for settling the problems
through mutual negotiations.
Maulana Matiur Rahman Niza-
mi of the Jamaat-e-Islami has
asked the Government to lodge a
formal protest with India.against
the attack and demangAlue com-
pensation for the losges caused to
Bangladesh.
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(Continued from jpage 1)
Press Information Department,
the government-owned Bangla-
desh Television and Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha were kept
out of the press party. None of
the correspondents of leading
Dhaka dailies were taken to the
sorder.

The intent behind taking a
select press party of only
photographers was clear: to
show the world that India had
got a bloody nose over Pyrdi-
wah.

Shots of two blindfolded and
bloodied BSF jawans being
flown to Dhaka were purposely
taken to show that the BDR
had in its' possession even
Indian POWs.

The government was so
embarrassed by this that
Sheikh Hasina at once ordered
the Ekushey TV not to show
any footage on the border
skirmish.-

Violation of the order, the
government cautioned, might
result in the cancellation of the
channel’s licence.

Awami League leaders have
praised India for showing
“tremendous restraint” despite
suffering heavy casualties.
They said Sheikh Hasina
would talk to Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee soon.

The foreign minister and
foreign secretary were
instructed to closely interact

'with their Indian counterparts
for defusing the tension.

Ironically Maj-Gen Fazlur
Rahman is a freedom fighter.
The Bangladesh army has
sent him to the BDR on
deputation.

He had taken a leading part
in organising a massive rally
of freedom fighters on 26
March, the country’s national
day.

Those who know him well

.say he is highly ambitious
and  harbours  political
ambition.
What is causing considerable
worry in Dhaka is that if the
BDR chief could, without the
government’s knowledge and
sanction, embroil the country in
a border conflict he could do far
worse things including jeopar-
dising the existence of the
Awami League government.

But Sheikh Hasina at present
is in no position to touch kim
as any move to transfer him
out of the Bangladesh Rifles
would be exploited by the
Opposition whose sole
objective is to destabilise and
oust the government by any
means before July when the -

Prime Minister proposes to,/

handover power to a neutrgh”
caretaker government
holding the parlia
polis.
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MANASH GHOSH .
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

| KOLKATA, April 20. — The
| Bangladesh Rifles’ capture of

Pyrdiwah village and the at-

| tack on the Indian border out-
' post at Boraibari, Meghalaya,
| on Wednesday in which 16 BSF

' jawans were killed was laun-
! ched without the knowledge

|
i
i

| over phone today, said the op- |

and approval of the Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
who is also the country’s de-
fence minister, and the home
minister, Mohammed Nasim.
Officials in Dhaka, contacted

eration was “masterminded” by

. the “hawkish and hot-headed”

BDR director general, Maj-Gen
Fazlur Rahman, who had kept

. the government totally in the

dark.

The sources said the “sinister
motive” of the “covert” operation
was not only to “embarrass”

* Sheikh Hasina before the Octo-
' ber parliamentary polls, but al-

80 to provide enough ammuni-
tion to the Opposition leader,

' Begum Khaleda Zia, to gun for
' the Awami League government.

' This was confirmed by Awami |

! League leaders who said that al-
! ready Begum Zia and 106 of her

party MPs had issued state-
ments decrying the BDR’s pull-
out from the disputed village of
Pyrdiwah. They termed the
withdrawal as a “sell-out” to In-
dia by the Prime Minister, an
“Indian stooge”. The withdrawal

. is also being projected as Sheikh

" Hasina’s policy of “subservience
i to India.”.

The Awami League leaders
! and officials said the BDR
‘ chiefs controversial operation
! as well as his objectionable ut-
| terances had drawn wide-
| spread criticism from the Ban-
! glades}p{ess and the public at
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large. What was strongly de-
cried was his comment that the
India should pay compensation
and tender unqualified apology
to Dhaka for the distress and
damage caused to Bangladesh
for resorting to unprovoked fir-
ing from across the border.

An aide of Sheikh Hasina
said: “What is his locus standi
for making such a demand? It
can be made only by an author-
ised representative of the gov-
ernment. The BDR chief has
certainly not been authorised
to make such a demand. We’re

P
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deeply shocked by his behav-
iour. The Prime Minister was
visiting remote areas when the
attack was launched. She is in-
trigued by the timing and prov-
ocation of the attack.”

The sources said BDR chief’s
gameplan was to provoke India
into a major retaliation which
would result in heavy casual-
ties on the Bangladesh side.
This would help Begum Zia and
other Opposition leaders to
whip up mases hysteria not only
against the Awami League gov-
ernment but also India. At the

{Another report, photograph on page 8)

DR chief: masterminded Pyrdiwah, Boraibari operations
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same time this would alienate
Sheikh Hasina from the India.

It is now known that the BDR
director (operations), on Maj-
Gen Rahman’s instructions,
contacted photographers of in-
ternational news agencies like
AP and AFP and also of a local
private television channel,
Ekushey TV, on Wednesday
morning and airlifted them to
Tamabil in whose vicinity the
fighting was raging. Represen-
tatives of the government’s

® Sea HASINA: page 8 |
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SEEMA MUSTAFA

ndia and Bangladesh
claim tc be friends. Both
governments stress upon
«. the excellent relations, the
absolute rapport and the general
“friendliness” (sic) of attitude.
The decades of mutual under-
standing are recalled at every
turn of diplomatic phrase as
both goVernments seek to con-
vince their people that nothing
is as it should not be. Con-
tentious issues are swept under
the heavy carpet in the hope that
these will just lie there, and per-
haps at some point of time, even
g0 away.

So it was a shock for Delhi to
learn that three battalions of the
Bangladesh Rifles along with
Army personnel had attacked
and occupied the Padua adverse
post. This was on April 15. And
that this was not in the natygre of
a border skirmish but a plamed
operation with a specific pur-
pose. ‘The Border Security
Force, which was caught com-
pletely by surprise, regrouped
and sought to occupy an
adverse outpost in the Boraibari
arca. In the process a patrol
party of 16 BSF men “strayed”
and reports now suggest were
kidnapped and killed by the
Bangladesh Rifles. '

A virtual war was declared
with both sides rushing in rein-
forcements and carrying on
heavy fire against each other. In
the process the poor villagers
living in continuous tension at
the border were compelled to
flee their homes, and are now
living in the open waiting fos
peace to return. Delhi woke up
to the seriousness of the situa-
tion after the patrol party disap-
peared, and began diplomatic
negotiations  with Dhaka to
defuse the  situation. Last
reports suggest that matters
have been sorted out, both sides
have agreed to forgive and for:
get after expressing mutual
regret about the loss of lives.

enough. There is a lot more that
has to *be investigated and
accounted for in the short term.
There is even more that has to
be done, in the long teérm, to
actually  strengthen  India-
Bangladesh relations which are
obviously too fragile to with-
stand the pressure of local senti-
ments and anger. The verbal
rhetoric will not be able to com-
pensate for inaction on ‘the
ground, and the anti-India feel-
ing despite Sheikh Hasina will

again spill over unless the
issues concerning the two
nations — border and illegal

migrants — are handled honest-
ly and with a sense of responsi-
bility.

To take a.quick look at the
short term list. There has been
complete intelligence failure.
As in Kargil the intelligence
agencies, despite the supposed
revamp (again big talk?) have
failed on the ground. There was
not a whisper from our sleuths
about the movement of 3000
and more Bangladeshi troops
towards _Indian territory. The
result was a quick and success-
ful takeover with little to no
resistance from the Border
Security Force. Of course, once
again- the government and its
security advisors will talk at
length about taking lengthy

But this is not going to ba"

ANOTHER SKIRMISH: Members of the Border Secuvity Force stand guard in Pyrdiwab at the
India-Bangladesh bovder on Thursday. An encounter with Bangladeshi soldiers on
Wednesday claimed the lives of 16 Indian soldiers. On Thursday, Bangladeshi soldievs who
bad enteved the avea left, ending a four-day standoff. (AP)

action, reports will suggest all
kinds of measures, the nation
will be assured of the vigilance
and competence of the govern-
ment and matters wili rest there.
In the process some equipment
might be purchased to better
equip our border forces, allow-
ing politicians and middlemen
to grease their ever ready pock-
ets. As was done post Kargil.
Two, the Border Security
Force itself needs a thorough
overhaul. A senior bureaucrat
during the present
referred to it as the “Border
Smuggling Force.” One has
only t6 speak to the villagers
living at the borders to get a full
picture ‘of its activities. And
needless to say the behaviour
pattern and the “interests” of the

men in charge of our security at

.

There has been
complete intelligence
failure. As in Kargil the
intelligence agencies
have failed on the
ground. There was not
a whisper from our
sleuths about the
movement of 3000 and
more Bangladeshi
troops towards Indian
territory. The result
was a quick and
_successful takeover
with little to no
resistance from the
Border Security Force.
Once again the
government and its
security advisors will
talk about taking
lengthy action, the
natton will be assured
of the vigilance and
competence of the

- government and
matters will rest there.
“In the process some

equipment might be
purchased to better
equip our border
forces, allowing
politicians and
middlemen to grease
their ever ready
pockets. As was done
‘post Kargil

crisis -

the border do not do the nation
proud. This aspect needs to be
fooked at by the sepior officers
and the experts, and measures
introduced to check the corrup-
tion that has taken over the BSF
which needs to be made more
responsive  and  accountable
than it has been in the past. This
aspect has been ignored for far
too long, and while patriotic jin-
goism is all very good there are
times that -reality should be
recognised "and dealt with as
well. '

Three, India cannot allow the
death of 16 BSF men to be
buried under diplomatic ver-
biage. Dhaka will have to
explain this dastardly event, and
while it is nobody’s case that
the issue should be blown out of
all proportions it cannot be
ignored just for the sake of
peace. These men were not
killed in action. They were
lured away and then killed in
what was a deliberate and pre-
meditated move. This requires
answers and Delhi will not be
doing its full duty if it allows
the bodies to be buried as an
incidental episode to the main

event.

elated to this is a rather
interesting surmise that
is making the official

rounds. That the Bangladesh
Rifles chief General Fazlur
Rehman acted on his own. That
he is an anti-India and pro-Pak-
istan man. That Bamngladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
did not really know what was
happening. That he belongs to

* the Opposition and initiated this

action to embarrass her. That
she is quite innocent insofar as
this border conflict is con-
cerned. '
This conjures vivid memories
of Kargil when senior ministers
had gone on the record to sug-
gest that Pakistan’s Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif was innocent
and unaware of the entire opera-
tion; that his Army chief at the
time General Pervez Musharraf
was the bad man who had mas-
terminded the operation without
taking his Prime Minister into
confidence: that there was a dif-
ference that only the govern-
ment here knew of. Significant-
ly Mr Sharif never confirmed
the Indian premise, and subse-
quently  General Musharraf
denied it in several interviews.
The same effort appears to be
on. Save friend Sheikh Hasina
from Indian anger, and keep
India-Bangladesh relations on
an even footing. This is fine if it
is just tactical. But Indian diplo-

macy has a sycophantic tenden-
cy of converting tactics into
genuine belief. And after a few
days of parroting this argument,
Indian diplomats will factor itin
as an integral part of the back-
ground to this particular
episode. If Sheikh Hasina was
indeed ignorant of the action on
the ground she has one of two
options: she should initiate
action against General Rehman
for daring a major operation
without her knowledge; or shé
should resign for her inability to
control those working under
her.

How did this happen? Why
did it happen? These are the
answers that India should now
be looking for. Simplistic
explanations of “good woman

versus bad man” or “election ’

How did this

happen? Why did it
“happen? These are the
answers that India
should now be looking
for. Simplistic
explanations of ‘good
woman vs bad man’ or
‘election gimmicks’
cannot suffice. Delhi
for its own security
and future dealings -
with Bangladesh
should know what was
the motivation, who
was in control, and
why did the Hasina
government allow the
action to continue.
Friends and foes are
determined on the
basis of these answers,

~ and while India prides

itself on ostrich like
diplomacy sometimes
it is important to take
one’s head out of the
sand. A weak friend at
times can be more
- dangerous,than a
declared enetmy. Delhi
should also stop
procrastinating on
what are serious issues
of concern for not just
Bangladesh but also.
the Northeast

no control

gimmicks” cannot  suffice.
There is obviously more to the
incident, and Delhi for its own
security and future dealings
with Bangladesh should know
what was the motivation, who
was in control, and why did the
Hasina government allow the
action to continue. Friends and.
foes (for strategic purposes) are
determined on the basts of these
answers, and while India prides
itself on ostrich like diplomacy
sometimes it is important to
take one’s head out of the sand.
A weak friend at times can be
more dangerous than a declared
enemy. Delhi should- also stop

_procrastinating on . what are

obviously serious issues of con-
cern for not just Bangladesh but
also the Northeast. The border
is demarcated on paper but not
on the ground and both sides
today occupy what are referred
to as adverse posts: essentially
villages which on the map
belong to one country but con-
tinne to be occupied by the
other. This creates its own-ten-
sions and while joint working
groups have been set up it is
importafit for India to accelerate
the pace of settlements. Of |
course this will not be an easy
process, for it will also require
the simultaneous issue of citi-
zenship to be settled. But it has
to be sorted out, and the recént
incident has amply demonstrat-
ed, without too much delay.

he question of illegal

migrants continues to

confound the two
nations. The present govern-
ment in Delhi has used the issue
of foreign nationals to whipup a
domestic campaign against
Muslims. Dhaka has continued |
to resist Delhi’s efforts to send
back alleged Bangladeshis with
hapless families often finding [
themselves being pushed from
one to the other side of the bor-
der by two determined govern-
ments who lack the maturity
and the will to address this issue
across the negotiating table. The
BJP has for long used it in its
communal campaign . of hate
and divisiveness with the cre-
dentials of minority votens.
being challenged on this count.

. It is time to put the facts on the

table, to sift through thé volumi-
nous records, and to reach a set-
tlement that will allow the peo-
ple of both countries to breathe
easy. :

Today friend Sheikh Hasina is
in power, and diplomacy was
able to contain the situation.
Tomorrow the circurnstances
might be very different. It is
time for minister of external
affairs Jaswant Singh to put
aside his vivid fascination for
the US and the great West, and
concentrate on improving ties
with the countries around us.
Unfottunately his attitude has
begun to reflect the bias of the
developed countries towards the
developing nations: a couple of
days for you and the rest for the
“civilised” world.

India, in Mr Singh’s dream
world, has crossed the threshold
to join the United States. In the
process diplomatic speech has
acquired the same arrogance,
not while speaking to the more
affluent nations of course, but in
dealing with these impover-
ished, Third World countries
that need to be told what to do!

" This arrogance, unfortunately,

generates resentful reaction as
governments no- matter how
small or insignificant they
might seem to this new Delhi,
cherish their pride and sover-
eignty. The US, through this
arrogance, has lost the goodwill
of the developing world. India,
if it does not watch out, stands -
to go the same way without hav-
ing the advantage of naked

power and money see it
through. %
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and oversteps

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 20: Prelimi-
nary reports suggest the flash-
point of the eruption in the east
might have been an attempt to lay
a foatpath in a streteh “occupied”
by India during the Bangladesh
Liberation War.

Top officials in Delhi conceded
off the record that the BSF had
| tried to carve a footpath connect-
' ing its Pyrdiwah outpost, the
Meghalaya border unit which
was besieged by the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR), to anather centre in

the state. If an attempt was imade
to “build” a road, it violates bilat-
eral guidelines.

According to official survey
records, Pyrdiwah, where the In-
do-Bangla stand-off began, is refe-
rred to as Bangladeshi territory
under the “adverse possession” of
india. Similarly, Baroibari in

Till 1971, Pyrdiwah was con-
sidered East Pakistan territory.

A BSF outpost was created there

only during the Liberation War.
Indian security forces had chosen
the land for training the “Mukti
Bahini” fighting the Pakistani
army.

But exchange of territory
under “adverse possession” be-
tween the two “friendly” coun-
tries ran into hurdles due to a
number of reasons. Chief among
them is the need for a constitu-
tional amendment in India.

Any decision by the govern-
ment has to be ratified by Parlia-
ment where at least two-thirds
support is required. This cannot
be done in the absence of a con-
sensus among various political
forces which fear that any change
would affect the status of the en-
claveg’ people, who are essentially
part of the votebank now.

In its muted official response,
India has so far termed the BDR
action as “unilateral and unwar-
ranted”. It has argued that since
the two sides have set up a joint
warking group to settle the border
dispute, the BDR action was not
acceptable.

But India has not mentioned
in public the footpath controver-
sy. The guidelines stipulate that
no “defensive construction”, whi-
ch includes roads, should be con-
structed within 150 metres of the
“zero line” — the agreed border.

It is learnt that the “defensive
construction” continued despite
protests from the Bangladesh

‘torture-

Bangladesh soldiers load the coffins of BSF jawans
in Mymansingh. (AFP)

session of Pyrdiwah, prompting
the bloody flare-up at Baroibari.
India and Bangladesh share over
4,000 km of border. Of this, only

were revived. The talks finally led
to the 1974 Indira-Mujib.agree-
ment under which the two sides
decided to demarcate the bound-

Mancachar, where the BSF side Last weekend, the BDRen- 6.5 km of stretches inthe Assam, aries and exchange the enclaves.
jawans were killed, is labelled In-  tered Pyrdiwahand triedtostop ~ Tripura and West Bengal sectors India hms 111 enclaves in
dian territory under the “adverse  the footpath construetion by  areyetto be demarcated. Bangladesh, while the latter has
possession” of Bangladesh. squatting on the area. Initially, The land boundary settlement  51enclaves.

The official records show that  there was no confrontation but  work between India and Pakistan Around two years ago, a joint
3,000 acres of Indien territoryare  the presence of alargenumberof  begansoon after Partitionin 1847.  survey was also done. However,
under the “adverse possession” of  BDRmen sparked panic and wild  But the task in the east was left  after b o poles were put in
Bangladesh, while over 3,500 rumours spread. unfinished. : plaee the Indian side seemed re-
acres of the neighbour are with Reports flew to other arees th- After *~ the:  creation of ctant to formalise the demarca-
the big brot}e at the BDR had forcibly takenpos-  Bangladesh, border negotiati tion by constructing pillars.
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Custody deaths, -
says BSF chiet

FROM BIDHAYAK DASAND
BLJOY KUMAR SHARMA

April 20: An inflammatory
gust fanned the dying flames
on the eastern frontier as Indi-
an officers found “telltale
marks of torture” on the bod-
ies of 15 Border Security
Force jawans killed allegedly
by Bangladeshi troops.

The BSF initially refused to
accept the bodies. The force re-
lented late tonight but not before
lodging a strong protest.

BSF director-general Gur-
bachan Jagat said in Shillong the
bodies were received in,/‘pathetic
condition”. Seven of them were
badly charred. Boiling water had
been poured on the jawans and
their limbs chopped off, he added.

Describing the killings as “a
clear case of custody deaths”,
Jagat said the jawans were severe-
ly tortured before being shot
through the eye at point-blank
range. He said he had information
that the jawans were killed by
Bangladesh Rifles, and not by vil-
lagers as suspected earlier.

He said a “mass cremation”
would be held at Tura in Megha-
1aya tomorrow as “we don't want
the family members to see the
bodies in such condition”.

Of the 15 bodies, seven have
been identified, including that of
deputy commandant B.R. Mon-
dal. Two injured jawans are still
being held captive by Bangladeshi
troops.

Jagat, however, said truce will
be maintained on the border.
Echoing the government, he said:
“Our friendly nations could have
suffered” because of the “aberra-
tions of individuals”. “But we’re
still friends and maintaining ex-
cellent relations.”

The heavy artillery fell silent
on the border after two days of fie-

PSS

rce fighting, but the torture con-
troversy fuelled fears of renewed
clashes in Assam’s Mancachar.

The bodies were handed over
to Colonel Gurcharan Singh at
Mahendraganj in Meghalaya at
745 pm by Colonel Saddigur
Islam of the Bangladesh Rifles’
gth battalion. A sort of a flag
meeting was held in Mancachar
to thrash out the wrangle over the
“cause of death” of the jawans.

Dhubri deputy commissioner
Gayatri Baruah confirmed that
India had “accepted” the bodies.
She said BSF would announce the
acceptance tomorrow “after com-
pleting certain formalities”.

A BSF officer said Bangladesh
Rifles has been asked to hand over
the post-mortem reports of the
jawans.

BSF jawans posted in Man-
cachar were furious when they
heard of the “mutilation”. One ja-
wan, who identified himself as
Konwar, asked: “Why is the gov-
ernment taking such a soft stand?
Is it afraid of Bangladesh?”

The Centre, which has so far
been restrained in its response to
the flare-up, might now be forced
to toughen its stand. “No govern-
ment will be able to accept the tor-
ture and mutilated bodies of its
security forces,” a foreign min-
istry official said.

However, ofﬁc{allx the govern-
ment struck a conciliatory note. A
foreign ministry spokesman said
the “unfortunate developments”
could be the result of “local ad-
venturism”.

In Pyrdiwah, from where Ban-
gladeshi jawans had retreated
yesterday, villagers returned to

’ find their homes ransacked.

There was graffiti on the walls
a church, saying “aita Bo
(this is Bangladesh)
Bangla (hail Bangla
mSeePage 6
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/ o jo-<* MARKS OF TORTURE, STRANGULATION

Bodies of BSF men handed over

MANKACHAR (Assam), APRIL 20. After
hours of controversy, India late

%‘tonight accepted the ‘“‘highly mu-

7
|
|
|

tilated”’ bodies of 15 Border Secu-
rity Force men killed by
Bangladesh Rifles personnel in re-
cent border clashes.

“Almost all the bodies brought
by Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) men
were highly mutilated and be-
yond recognition. We have now
accepted them,” a senior BSF offi-
cer said after Indian authorities
refused to accept them initially.
When the bodies were brought by
Col. Sadiqul Islam of the 8th BDR
battalion to a checkpost near here
after darkness, they were refused
on the ground that they were in a
“very bad shape and in a state of
decomposition”, the officer said.

India accepted the bodies after
a flag meeting between the BSF
and BDR commanders at Kamal-

pur in Bangladesh held in the
night after an earlier meeting at
Kakrepara on the Indian side had
failed to resolve the issue.

The bodies weﬁ:‘%ar&ded over
without the weapons carried by
the slain soldiers and the issue
would have to be sorted out with
the BDR, the officer said. Official
sources said the bodies bore

Bangladesh alleges
air space violation

DHAKA, APRIL 20.Bangladesh to-
day alleged that Indian Air
Force jets violated its air space
yesterday.

The Foreign Secretary, Syed
Moazzem Ali told reporters
here that Dhaka had lodged a
protest with New Delhi over
the ‘air space violation. — PT1

71 R

marks of torture and strangula-
tion. The BSF Director-General,
Mr. Gurbachan Jagat, who flew to
the border areas for an on-the-
spot inquiry, was present. — PTI

Ceasefire enforced
Haroon Habib writes fr m
ﬂ)rces

Dhaka:
Bangladesh and Indi

have enforced a total lceasefire
along their troubled border as
Foreign Ministry officials here
said diplomatic efforts had
helped restore peace following
clashes this week.

““This indicates the mutual trust
between the two countries,” the
Foreign Secretary, Syed Moazzem
Ali, told reporters today. He add-
ed that Bangladesh Rifles and
Border Security Force officials
were holding a meeting on the ze-
ro line near the Roumari frontier

SHE JINDU
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after the BSF men went back to
their territory.

“I tell you no shots were fired in
the area today and the situation is
peaceful,” Mr. Ali said. He praised
the Indian authorities for "‘show-
ing restraint” and withdrawing
their troops from the Bangladeshi
territory at Dhaka’s request.

Mr. Ali said the BDR troops had
withdrawn their encirclement of
the BSF outpost, but still "“pre-
served the patrolling rights” in
the area. He also rejected reports
in a section of the Indian media
on the involvement of the Bangla-
deshi Army in the clashes.

On the reported mobilisation of
Indian troops along the border,
he said, “we will need some more
time to confirm and comment on
the report.”

Where mutual withdrawal
helped: Page 13
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NEW DELHI, April 20.
After the fierce gun-battle
between the BSF and the BDR |
since last Monday, it is all quiet
along the Indo-Bangla border
in Meghalaya now. Status quo
ante has been fully restored

with India and Bangladesh “

expressing determination to
-address all matters related to
border issues through peaceful
dialogue.

An external affairs mlmstry f

spokesman said today the two
governments had reached an
agreement to restore normalcy
along the border. “Firing has
come to a halt and Bangladesh
Rifles personnel have with-
drawn and status quo ante
fully restored.”
Indicating that Bangladesh 1
government was not involved” |
in the border. clash in Megha- ]
laya, India cautioned that
“local adventurism” could lead !
to “unfortunate developments”. |
The spokesman said, “Local
adventurism can lead to
unfortunate.developments like
the unwarranted and unpro-
voked action by the BDR at
Pyrdiwah.”
Responding. to a specific
question on whether New Delhi
was convinced that Dhaka was
not involved in the firing on
BSF personnel, killing 15 of
them, the spokesman said,
“The speed and maturity with
which the two governments
reacted to resolve the problem
within 48 hours thrpugh diplo-
mgfic channels testifies to the
vodwill and understanding bet-
ween the Indian government
and the Bangladesh government
~ who are determined to address

elhi, Dhaka agree to

+,~restore normalcy

A

m_yillagers leaving Mgncachar after heavy firing in the area. — APIPT! 7

all residual matters relating to
the common border through
peaceful dialogue,” he said.

The two governments have
recognised that the common
border between them could
pose problems of border
management from time to time.
The government’s consistent
effort had been to work
together with the Bangladesh
government in defusing any
tension that may arise due to
such events, he said.

To a question about the
treatment meted out to the two

BSF soldiers taken captive, the
spokesman said, “We do believe
that it is important to maintain
the dignity of the personnel in
any situation.”

He said BSF director-general
Gurbachan Jagat had been in
touch with the BDR chief for
the return of the mortal
remains of the BSF jawans
killed by BDR personnel.

The external affairs minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh, who also

holds the defence portfatio, also
spoke to his ngladesh
counterpart.

T, STATESHAR
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Bangladesh.

RAW operative.

scheduled in September.
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FROM CHANDAN NANDY

New Delhi, April 19: Before the BSF, it was the
country’s external agency, Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), which was at the receiving end in

For the past one month, a section of the
Bangladesh Opposition had been demanding the
expulsion of an Indian diplomat, alleged to be a

This has embarrassed not only Delhi but also
the Awami League government of Sheikh Hasina
Wajed, which is largely perceived to be “pro-
India”. The Opposition is planning to make it an
issue in its campaign for the general elections

Last month, then Jatiya Party general secre-

" Delhi ‘agent’ In

tary Naziur Rahman alleged that an Indian diplo-
mat posted at the high commission had clandes-
tinely met his party chief, Gen (retd) H.M. Ershad
(deposed former chief martial law administra-
tor), at Dhaka Central Jail.

Rahman alleged that the Indian intelligence

agency was trying to divide the Opposition and
prevent it from cobbling together a four-party al-
liance against the Awami League before the Sep-

tember elections.

He claimed that the diplomat, going via
Ershad’s brother G.M. Kader, had tried to get the
Jatiya Party chief to ask his MPs to stop boy-
cotting Parliament or, in other words, align with
the Awami League.

Going a step further, Rahman also alleged that
the Israeli ambassador, too, had tried to achieve

the same end to keep fundamentalist political par-

ties at bay.

Rahman was expelled from the party for these
outbursts. He made these allegations when some
of the main Opposition parties in Bangladesh
decided to boycott Parliament, demanding the res-
ignation of Sheikh Hasina and early elections.

Four Opposition parties — the rightist
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of Begum
Khaleda Zia, Ershad’s Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi and the Islamic Aikyo Jot — joined hands to
form an anti-Hasina platform. The BNP has often
taken a tough stand against India in the past.

At one stage, Hasina was prepared to go for
early elections but changed her mind when the
BNP boycotted Parliament for « long stretch. She
then threatened to dissolve the House, run a care-
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to polls.

taker government for three months before going

In the middle of these political developments,
Rahman came up with his allegations, which have
since been picked up by the local press.

Analysts said the anti-India card has often
been played prior to elections in Bangladesh.
The BNP had come to power in 1991, riding the
crest of a sustained campaign against “big
brother” New Delhi.

) Bangladesh observers here believe that the al-
leged meeting between an Indian diplomat and
Gen Ershad coupled with the border dispute at
Pyrdiwah in Meghalaya and the skirmish at
Baroibari in Assam, in which 16 BSF jawans
were killed, will have an impact on the polls
in Bangladesh.

truce

FROM BIDHAYAK DAS

Pyrdiwah, April 19: While the
flag meeting was on between
Border Security Force and
Bangladesh Rifles officials at
Tamabil today, the comparatively
relaxed atmosphere at the BSF
camp in Pyrdiwah suddenly
turned tense.

Reports of gun shots from BDR
| menpositioned at a distance alert-
. edthe jawans inside the camp, w-

ho rushed to take up position. Ho-
wever, the situation was brought
under control as BDR confirmed
that one of its men had misfired.

Assistant commandant S.S.
Rawat, who has been holed up in
the camp with his 31 jawans since
Sunday, took charge and ensured
that the agreement between the
two sides was maintained.

It was later confirmed by BSF
inspector A.S. Dabrania that BDR
men, who could be seen moving
near the village with photogra-
phers from the Bangladesh press,
fired in the air apparently out of
“excitement”.

On the Bangladesh side, there
was a change of attitude among
BDR men, Waving at journalists,
they said: “Don’t worry, every-
thing is well and fine.”

Rawat breathed a sigh of relief
and looked a lot more relaxed
today. “So we meet again,” he said.
“Look, like I told you I have held
on tomy post.”

There was no BDR today to
stop reporters or locals residents
from meeting the BSF jawans in
their camp. Top government offi-
cials, politicians and NGOs also
visited the camp.

Narrating his experience of
the tense standoff, Rawat said

Freak gunfire
punctuates

meet

BDR had tried to attack the camp
and were regularly putting pres-
sure on him to vacate it. “We were
always ready for the fight and
were waiting for orders to come
from the top,” he said.

He added that the BSF was nev-
er casual in its approach and there
was no intelligence failure. “They
(BDR) came in the night and sur-
rounded the place,” he said.

“BDR men are normally posi-
tioned at nearby Pratappur and
change duty during the night. On
Sunday night, BDR men were seen
near Pratappur, but we thought it
was their regular exercise of
troops change.”

The BSF camp, he said, was not
informed about BDR movement
by any civilian. “Instead of believ-
ing in us, they started leaving the
village seeing the BDR and
Bangladeshi civilians.”

Rawat said BDR men had been
behaving strangely. They have
appealed to the Indians not to fire
several times during the last
five days.“Trust us, we will not
fire. Please leave the place, we too
are under pressure,” they had

pleaded.

He said BDR would finallv
have to vacate the place and go

back. The BSF, he said, was handi-
capped as it did not have orders
to fire. Otherwise, the situation
could have been completely
different, Rawat said. Most of the
BSF jawans said they were pre-
pared to avenge their colleagues’
death.

Omprakash Pachoria, the mo-
st talkative of the lot, pointed to
the mortar shells: “Do you see
these? We want to pump al] these
into their territory” Heé was
baqked up by cries ¢f Jai Hi);d.

Indian jawans with mortars along the Bangladesh border at Mancachar on Thursday. (Eastern Projections)

I :) i

Aasu seeks
army on
border

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, April 19: The All
Assam Students’ Union (Aasu)
today demanded immediate de-
ployment of the army along the
Indo-Bangaldesh border to give
“Bangladesh a befitting reply” for
its unprovoked attack on the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) and in-
nocent, unarmed civilians.

if their demand was not met im-
mediately, “Assam and other
north-eastern states will soon be-
come a second Kargil”.

Aasu adviser Samujjal Kumar
Bhattacharyya said the attack vin-
dicated its apprehension about a
growing threat to the security and
ideptity of the indigenous As-
samese people because of illegal
uBangladeshi immigrants.
is most surprising that
shpr Bangladesh forcibly occu-
pjefipur land, the Indian govern-
men trigd 0 tdkle.the situation
diplomaticaily,, gnd- failed to
take a boldestangd. JThiz-shows
Delhi’s lack $fbricexn fop,securi-
ty and safety’*Bhattacharyya
added.

The situation would not have

The student body warned that -

arisen if the Centre had reacted to. -

i

their earlier demnands, he said.
Bhattacharyya pointed out th-
at the Assam Accord, signed 15
years ago, clearly defined the role
ernment on the influx problem.

Sangma meets PM

Nationalist Congress Party gener-
al secretary PA. Sangma has met
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpa-
yee and apprised him of the Bang-
ladesh Rifles attack.

Sangma said the Centre is
seized of the matter and diplomat-
ic efforts are on to solve the issue.
Foreign minister Jaswant Singh

has simmoned Bangladesh au- °

thorities, he added.

Meghalaya
opens doors
to refugees

¥ FROMA. iy
Hatsingimari, fchar)
Thousands of terrified

villagers fleeing their homes in
Assam’s Mancachar area after
the border flare-up have found
rest and relief among the Garos
in neighbouring Meghalaya.

The refugees have swamped
village after village in the near-
by West Garo hills. Nearly 4,000
people from about 10 villages of
the affected area have found a
home away from home among
the Garos.

The school buildings have
turned into temporary shelters.
Villagers are even accommodat-
ing complete strangers in their
houses. With no official relief
forthcoming, the uprooted peo-
ple in the West Garo hills are also
being provided with food and
water by the villagers.

A villager in Julgaon said:
«“Tomorrow we may need help
from them. As human beings, it
is our duty to help our brothers
and sisters in distress.”

Joynal Abedin and his wife
Ayesha of KaKkripara village said
they are “feeling almost at
home” at Helidigrang.

“We thought we would have
to live in the open... but a local
family has given us shelter.
‘We could not have asked for mo-
re,” the 42-year-old Ayesha said,
relief writ large on her face.

Coming from a virtual war
zone, the peace and tranquillity
in the village has soothed the
frayed nerves of the Abedins.
“We are afraid, yes... but the hos-
pitality of the villagers has give
us great relief,” Joynal said. He
added that panic-stricken vil-
lagers from the neighbouring
villages of Kakripara, too, have
fled to “safer places” in the West
Garo hills.

Though most of the affected
have fled to Meghalaya, many
have also taken shelter in the Kh-

aruabandha Janata Higher Se-
condary School in Hatsingimari.

"~ SHRAPNEL ROBS VILLAGERS OF LIVELIHOOD ___

SHRAPNEL ROBS VILLAGERS O

BDR soldiers pull out two captured BSF jawans from a truck. (AFP)

Sialtari shell-shocked

FROM BLIOY SHARMA

Ampatty (West Garo Yills),
April 19: Noor Banu is stillin a
daze. The 26-year-old housewife
has seen her cattle blow up irto
pieces just a few metres away. Ste
herself had a close encounter
with death.

For the shell-shocked villagers
of Sialtari on the Assam-Megha-
laya-Bangladesh trijunction, it
was a miraculous escape. At a
half-built school building serving
as an unofficial refugee camp 15
km from where the action is, there
are a hundred others who will re-
peat Noor Banu’s story.

There is a reason for this.
When the first shells came flying
from across the border in the wee
hours of Wednesday, they firstrai-
ned down on Sialtari. “T'was jolted
out of my slumber by a booming
sound, then the earth was shaki-
ng. I thought it was an earthqua-
ke,” Noor Banu said, as she lulled

her 11-month-old baby to sleep.

Her husband Ramadan, awake
by then, shouted to her to run. As
they rushed out through the back
daor, something landed right on
their cow shed. “The pair of bul-
lock simply vanished, as did the
shed. All we saw was flying pieces
of the shed,” she revealed, gestic-
ulating with her hands to draw a
picture of the scene.

A bamboo splinter hit Ramad-
an in his chest. It is a superficial
wound and will heal quickly. “But
T have lost my cattle. How will I till

ny land... I don’'t have money to
tay another pair,” he said.

Sixty-eight-year-old Karim

Man’s failing eyesight confines
hin indoors after sunset. But the
shels chased him too. “A part of
my house was blown off. 1 just
abot managed to come out,”
Miarsaid as he gazed blankly at
the cbwebs in the ceiling.

Tie long trek to the school has
left hin so weak that he can barely

speak. He took in gulps of airashe
spoke, his voice coming no louder
than a whisper:

Nearly 100 people have taken
shelter in the two-room school
and more continue to pour in.

Children played outside — un-
able to comprehend the gravity
of the situation. Inside, their
parents discussed the future. Most
have left their belongings in the
village.

“We want 1o go back as soon as
possible. T am not worried about
my house but my cattle in the
shed,” said Khalilludin. But his
wife refused to listen. Many oth-
ers agree with her. In the jam-
packed room, fear was written on
the faces of the poor villagers. As
thunder rumbled overhead, all of
them almost jumped to their feet.
When they realised what it was,
all burst out laughing — for the
first time since Wednesday.

“It is music ta the ears,” Noor
Banu said, managing a grin.

casid by

F LIVELIHOOD Khasi chiefs up
— in arms over

fertile land

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Shillong, April 19: If the icy
heights of Kargil were worth
fighting for, so are their fertile
plains which have been forcibly
occupied by Bangladesh, feel
Khasi tribal chiefs, who recently
submitted a memorandum to the
President, seeking his interven-
tion to get back their “lost land”.

The Pyrdiwah flare-up has put
the focus back on their demand
for a re-survey of the internation-
al border. The chiefs are also not
averse to a military solution to get
back these tracts.

The eight-page memorandum
to the President ends with a trucu-
lent message.

“We draw your attention to the
fact that one of our youths, the
late Captain Cliffor K. Nongrum,
MVC, laid down his life for the
cause of the country at Kargil to
protect the inhospitable and
treacherous snowcapped moun-
tains and, more importantly, to
protect the LoC with Pakistan,” it
said.

“We seek similar intervention,
attention and protection in settle-
ment and in resolving the border
of the Khasi states with
Bangladesh, which has illegally
occupied thousands of acres of
valuable cultivable lands.” .

L.M. Syiem, one of the tribal
chiefs, said the government was
apathetic to their plight. “Really,
why can’t the government of
India take our issue seriously? It
is a natjonal issue but they are
just not bothered about our prob-
lem,” he said at a news conference
after the 200-odd tribal heads
handed the memo to Governor
M.M. Jacob. )

According to the chiefs, during
the border demarcation — first
with east Pakistan and later with
Bangladesh when it was born —
they lost thousands of acres
of land.

Their their

claim over

ancestral land, they said, was
drowned in the larger conflict as
the two hostile new-born nations
tried to adjust in the post-British
era. They said pacts were signed
which violated the rights of the
Khasis.

“Most of these erstwhile Khasi
states which had to join India fell
on the international border but
they were never consulted when
the borders were drawn,” the
chiefs said.

Years have passed, but the
flashpoints are still the same.
Pyrdiwah, Lyngkhat, Raid Muk-
ertilla figured then as it does
today in the border standoff.

This week, villagers making a
road at Lyngkhat may have been
one reason for the Bangladesh Ri-
fles strike at Pyrdiwah.

But in 1956, $. Khongwang, sor-
dar of Mukertilla, wrote to the of-
ficer-in-charge of Dawki outpost,
saying he had made preparations
to build a footpath from Pyrdiwah
to Borhill to Lyngkhat so thavtney -
could be easily protected by “our
shipai” against the “shipai from
Pakistan”. Even then, the Pak-
istani army had tried to stop
them.

After Bangladeshi Rifles de-
stroyed their new footpath a few
weeks ago, the people of Lyngkhat
had asked the government to send

- the army to protect them from
Bangladeshi aggression as they
did nothave, gaith in the Border Se-
curity Force. ®

All these are included as an-
nexures in the memorandum to
the President which is also
another instance of history re-
peating itself. Delegations of trib-
al chiefs have been serving simi-
lar memorandums over the last 50
years.

“Now, we are gathering all the
historical documents to prove our
claims,” says John F. Kharshiing;
a spokesman of the tribal chjefs.
“We will continue to fight fopAvhat
ig rightfully ours.”
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April 19: Delhi and Dhaka
scrambled to douse the fire
on the border after Bangla-
deshi troops killed four more
Border Security Force jaw-
ans this morning.

Shelling at Assam’s Mancac-
har, where 20 BSF jawans have
been killed since yesterday, stop-
ped around 3.30 pm, raising hop-
esof atruce. But just when it see-
med that the bloodshed had end-
ed, firing began again at 7.15 pm.

“There~4re reports of fresh
firing... We are waiting for the
details,” Dhubri superintendent
of police Apurba Jivan said.

>During the brief lull on the
" sensitive trijunction of the
Assam-Meghalaya-Bangladesh
borders, a flag meeting was held
at Mahendragarh in Meghalaya.
Preparations were on to hand
over bodies of five BSF jawans to
Indian authorities.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) Syl-
het commander Asif-ul Hussain
and BSF director-general V.S. Al-
hawat met at Tamabil and re-
solved to maintain status quo.

Addressing a joint news con-
ference near the Bangladesh Cus-
toms office at Tamabil, BSF and

" BDR commandants said the meet-
ing was cordial and it was decided
that peace would be maintained
“in our area of responsibility”.
Both Hussain and Alhawat
said the problem in Pyrdiwah
would be referred to their govern-
ments. Till then, they would fol-
low the 1975 guidelines, which ex-
plain how border forces should
function and also prqvide details
of how the two forces'should take
up position against each other.
Earlier, Hussain had called
BSF inspector-general VK. Gaur
to discuss Pyrdiwah. Gaur said
the crisis had been defused with
Bangladesh Rifles pulling out of
the area, where they were holding
20 personnel hostage at the BSF

G 4 \

Firing resumes
after flag meet

outpost, after three tense days.

Bangladeshi troops began to
pull out around 7 am after the BSF
“broke the cordon”, Gaur said.
But the troops are yet to vacate
the village. They have only with-
drawn from the BSF camp and
taken up position some-distance
away.

“I told Hussain that what they
had done was completely unex-
pected from a friendly country,
that they had looted like dacoits,
even taking apart civilians’
houses and driving out cattle,”
Gaur said.

The BSF officer told him to
“leave the village entirely”. He
also asked Hussain to call a meet-
ing of the affected villagers and
their headmen to assess the dam-
age done to their homes.

At the news conference, Hus-
sain denied there was a crisis on
the border. “We will maintain sta-
tus quo as the situation stands
from April 14,” he said.

Asked if BDR was pulling out
of Pyrdiwah, he said: “We don’t
know.” The officer claimed there
was no aggression on the part of
the BDR and that not a single bul-
let had been fired. When it was
pointed out that the BDR had in-
truded into the village, forcing the
villagers to flee, he laughed. “BDR
has always been going to the vil-
lage for regular verification of the
village,” Hussain said.

“Do you realise that the border
pillar is right in the middle of the
village?” he asked. Hussain
claimed that the BSF and the BDR
were staying as friends in Pyrdi-
wah. Ahlawat said the BDR
jawans have been pushed back
from their positions near the BSF
camp but it would take time for
the situation to return to normal.
“Give us some time,” he pleaded.

From Linda C in Shillong, Bidhayak Das
in Pyrdiwah and Bijoy Kumar Sharma
* in Mancachar

BSF jawans in trenches along the Indo-Bangla border in Dawki. Picture by Utpal Baruah

Carnage,
not clash

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Shillong, April 19: The Inspec-
tor-General of the Border Secu-
rity Force today alleged that
his men had been murdered in
“cold blood” and not in a “border
clash”.

VK. Gaur said people in civil-
jan clothes had lured the jawans
to the other side of the border
and handed them over to the
Bangladesh army.

However, Bangladesh
claimed the jawans had intruded
into its territory.

Gaur said that at Assam’s
Mancachar, where the BSF men
were killed, the Indians did not
even fire a single shot. He said
some men in civilian clothes
asked a patrol party of 12 jawans
to stop.

“Suddenly, they were surrou-
nded by over a thousand men
who had been hiding behind bu-
shes. They were dragged to the
other side and handed over to the
(Bangladesh)army,” Gaur said.
The officer added that one of the
jawans escaped to tell the story.

“There was no firing, no en-
counter. They were killed in cold
blood,” Gaur said.

Dhaka politics takes over diplomacy reins

OUR CORRESPONDENTS IN
DHAKA AND NEW DELHI

April 19: As questions swirled
about who pulled the Bangladeshi
trigger, India stuck to its velvet-
glove diplomacy to avert a domes-
tic backlash in Dhaka politics.

Foreign minister Jaswant Sin-
gh spoke to his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart Abdus Samad and im-
pressed upon him the need to pull
his forces out of the Pyrdiwah out-
post and hold a flag meeting.

He also managed to persuade
the Bangladesh government to
join India in regretting the
“deaths” in the clashes and agree

that restraint should be shown by
all parties. Senior officials from
the two capitals were also in touch
with each other to ensure that
more areas along the border were
not drawn into the conflict.

The Prime Minister convened
the Cabinet Committee on Securi-
ty in the evening. After the meet-
ing, home minister L.K. Advani
refused to describe Bangladesh as
an aggressor. “I will only say that
we have had very good relations
with Bangladesh and, therefore,
this event did come as a big sur-
prisetous.”

The home minister said Pyrdi-
wah belongs to India and cannot

be described as disputed territory.
Advani said the picture will be
clear after the BSF director gener-
al, Gurbachan Jagat, visits Pyrdi-
wah and submits a report.

The issue figured in Parlia-
ment today. For the record, Delhi
has lodged its displeasure at the
“unwarranted and unilateral ac-
tion” of Bangladesh Rifles.

Keeping the Bangladesh elec-

- tions in mind, Delthi wants to en-

sure that its remarks do not em-
barrass Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, who has been
dubbed a “friend of India” by her
opponents,

The flare-up has come at a po-

litically sensitive time in
Bangladesh, which is heading for
polls in June. The border clash is
certain to become one of the main
issues of the elections.

The Bangladesh high commis-

sioner has described the “unfortu-
nate” flare-up as “localised and
isolated". However, the Hasina go-
vernment has so far made no stat-
ement on the issue. Questions are
being raised whether the Bangla-
deshi forces acted on their owh or
with the government’s approval.

< The inspector-general of the
BSF, VK. Gaur, today quoted Col.
Asif.ul Hussain, Sylhet sector
commander of Bangladesh Rifles,

as saying that the force was follow-
ing orders from Dhaka. Officials
in Dhaka refused to comment
whether the government would
order an inquiry into the matter.

Hasina is caught in a fix. If her
rivals manage to convince the
electorate that the Bangladeshi
force has been forced to retreat
from the outpost, she will find it
difficult to shrug off the “friend of
India” tag.

Bangladesh Opposition leader
Khaleda Zia said the clash was
proof of poor governance and re-
newed a call for Hasina to
down.
W See Page6
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Bangladesh beats

But moves W
army to
Assam border |

Anirpan Roy &
Rahut Karmakar
Shillong/Guwahati, April 19

PENETRATING THE Bangla-
desh Rifles bunkers in three bul-
letproof vehicles. BSF jawans
this morning drove out their
opposite numbers from Pyrdi-
wah on the Meghalaya border
after “overpowering” them,
“without even firing a round”.

But heavy exchange of fire
continued on the Assam border
with reports that Bangladesh
has deployed the Mymensingh-
based 19th Brigade of its Army
in the area bordering the Mank-
achar sector of Western Assam.

Dhubri SP AJ Baruah said the
reinforcement of Bangladeshi
forces in Roumari was alarm-
ing. The Indian Army has not
reacted to the intimidation yet
but several CRPF contingents
have been deployed behind the
BSF as a second line of defence.

Some 1,500 people have been
evacuated from at least five bor-
der villages in Assam. The 1,286-
km long Tripura-Cachar-Mizo-
ram border with Bangladesh
has been put on ‘maximum
alert’ in view of the situation.

Describing the Pyrdiwah
eviction, BSF I-G V K Gaur said
the jawans jumped out of the
vehicles and overpowered the
BDR personnel taking positions
in their new bunkers. “Our boys
have captured all their bunkers.
We maintained utmost rest-
raint. The situation is under
control.”

BSF Assistant Commandant S
S Rawat, in charge of the Pyrdi-
wah outpost, said the operation
was easy as BDR personnel had
started withdrawing in smaller
groups since last night.

BSF Additional DIG (Opera-

1

Villagers carry a dead BSF jawan in Roumari village on Thursday.

tions) V S Ahalawat met the Syl-
het Sector Commander of BDR,
Colonel Ashiq, at Tamabil in the
afternoon and made it clear thut
India would vacate the land by
force as it had been illegally
occupied. Ahalawat and Col
Ashig then announced their
decision to maintain the status
quo as per the 1975 agreement
between the two countries and
that the matter would be taken
up at a diplomatic level later.
On whether the BDR would
attempt more intrusion, Col
Ashiq said his side would
“strictly maintain the status
quo” till “further orders from
the higher level”. But though
the BSF has driven out the BDR

S

and other civilian Bangladeshi
intruders from Pyrdiwah, the
villagers are yet to return’to
their houses. Villagers said they
had been told that Bangladeshi
intruders had taken away all
¢heir belongings.

The Government came. under
attack from the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha earlier in the
day over the BDR’s aggression.
Sharing the members’ concern,
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh said the BDR’s

“unprovoked” action was not
acceptable and efforts were on
to restore the status quo ante,

He denied there was any Intel-
ligence failure, as alleged by
some members. New Delhj
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said, had conveyed its displeas-
ure to the “friendly” Govern-
merit in Dhaka.

fven the BJP pulled up the
Government, asking it to firmly
deal with the issue as “a wave of
anger” was sweeping the coun-
try. Party spokesman V K Mal-
hotra said the party v1ewed the
killing of 16 BSF men as a “very
serious incident” and that the
Government should seek com-
pensation from Bangladesh for
the slain soldiers.
Body handover
The BDR will hand over five
bodies of BSF jawans tomorrow
at 10 am in Roumari. There was
no information on the other 11
reported killed in the battle.

Z

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, April 19

MAJOR GENERAL IFazlur
Rahaman, Director-General of
Bangladesh Rifles. was some-
thing of a minor national hero
even before the latest horder spat
with India.

Only two months back, he
forced the Myanmar military to
suspend the dam construction
,on the Naf after weeks of hostil-
“ities. Yangon was forced to admit
that it was infringing on the
terms of the 1966 Naf River
Accord and beat a retreat.

Today Gen Rahaman is hot
potato for his Government. The
Sheikh Hasina Government is at
its wits’ end on what to do to con-
tain the Bangladesh Rifles
chief.

With characteristic gung-ho
attitude, the Géneral claimed
that he had “liberated” Pandua
(the village in Meghalaya which
India calls Pyrdiwah) and
accused the Indians of launch-
ing an “unprovoked attack at
dawn along the Kurigram
border”.

The head of the 30,000-strong
paramilitary force came to
New Delhi last month for routine
consultations with his BSF
counterparts. Sources said
Gen Rahaman had come
across to his hosts as quite a
bellicose officer. Now India

knows why.

Through astute timing and
political insight, he has
exploited the deep divide in the
collective Bangladeshi con-
sciousness over perceived Indian
“hegemonistic  designs” on
their country.

A jingoistic Press and

an eager Opposition whose
role in the whole affair begs

retreat in Meghalaya

One bullet for India,
another for Hasina

investigation, rushed to capt-
talise on the event.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
chief Begum Khaleda Zia tore
into Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's “India-subservient”
policy.

There are signs of a meltdown
now with the two sides agreeing
to restore the status quo, but
not before much political
mileage has been extracted by
the Opposition on the eve of the
general elections.

There is a lesson here for
India. Since 1996, a complacence
had set in at South Block about
Bangladesh. '

The Ganga Water Treaty, bus
and rail links, near settlement of
the transit question and signifi-
cant breakthrough in collabora-
tions to tackle the Ulfa had
indeed been notable gains of the
post 1996 Indian diplomacy. But
it is now clear that India had
placed all its eggs in Hasina's
basket.

New Delhi had overlooked the
ability of the ‘Empire’ to
strike back. Gen Rahaman
belongs to the generation
of Bangladeshi military officers
which  enjoyed  unbridled
power through the 16 years of
martial rule.

Though forced back to the bar-
racks after 1991, the loyalty of
this class lies with Khaleda Zia
who is herself the widow of for-
mer military ruler Ziaur
Rahaman.

Sulking from the marginalisa-
tion by Hasina since 1996 , the
military had been qmetly
preparmg the ground for a
major showdown using the
classic route — India baiting —
to ensure that the 2001 elections

is anyt}yt a cakewalk
for her. //
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INJURED BSF MEN TO BE HANDED OVER TODAY

-

India, Bangladesh agree
restore status quo

" to
By Our Speﬁal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. [n a bid to pre-
vent the boundary clash from da-
maging irreparably their friendly
ties, India and Bangladesh quick-
ly restored the status quo on their
border.

Responding to questions on the
firing incident which led to the
death of over 10 Border Security
Force (BSF) jawans as well the
takeover of Pyrdiwah village by
the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), the
spokesman of the External Affairs
Ministry said, “It has been agreed
that the status quo anie on the

border would be restored.” Ac-
cording to the Home Secretary,
Mr. Kamal Pande who also
briefed the press, the Bangladesh
side has vacated Pyrdiwah. Firing
in the affected Boriabari area in
Assam had also ceased since af-
ternoon. He pointed out that the
decision to halt firing was taken at
a flag meeting which was held in
the Boriabari area between the lo-

cal commanders of the BSF and
the BDR. Besides, the BDR Direc-
tor-General, Mr. Fazlur Rahman,
who spoke twice over telephone
with his BSF counterpart, Mr.
Gurbachan Jagat, had expressed
regret over the incident. Accord-
ing to informed sources, regret
has also been expressed by Ban-
gladesh at the Government-to-
Government level.

According to Mr. Pande, Maj.
Gen. Rahman informed that ar-

rangements were being made to
return the jajlred personnel, who

were now in the custody of Ban-
gladesh, as also the bodies of 11 of
those killed.

On whether the firing was car-
ried out without Dhaka'’s consent,
the spokesman declined to com-
ment on what he described as the
“internal affair of a friendly coun-
try.” He also parried questions on
whether the Bangladesh side had
offered an apology for its “unpro-
voked” and “unilateral” actions.

The agreement covered two
other aspects. Both sides agreed
that their border personnel
should exercise the “‘utmost re-
straint” to prevent the recurrence
of such incidents. Also, it was em-
phasised that instead of using
force, the existing “institutions
and mechanisms” should be ex-
ercised “in a spirit of mutual co-
operation”.

Sources pointed out that a reg-
ular dialogue between officials of
the two countries from the Home
and External Affairs Ministries
and paramilitary forces was well
institutionalised.

In fact, the BSF and BDR heads,
at their meeting which concluded
on April 1, had agreed to exercise
maximum restraint along the bor-
der. They also agreed to draw an
interim boundary in the disputed
Muhuri Char sector. The Foreign
Secretaries had earlier decided to
establish a Joint Working Group
at the Home Ministry-level to de-
marcate a controversial six km-
stretch of the border.

‘BDR action unacceptable’

Earlier during the day, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, termed the BDR
action as ‘‘unacceptable.” Re-
sponding to concerns by mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha, he said
the situation along the Assam-
Meghalaya-Bangladesh ~ border
was ‘“‘worrying”, though the Gov-
ernment was “‘seized of it”. The
Leader of the Opposition, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, described the
incident as a “most unfortunate
development”.

Indian soldiers keep vigil at Twaki village in East Khasl

Hill District along the border with Bangladesh on
Thursday. — Reuters

Haroon Habib writes
from Dhaka:

The exchange of fire came to a
halt at 3 p.m. today at Roumari
under Kurigram region of north-
ern Bangladesh, bordering Man-
kerchar town of Assam. BSF and
BDR personnel had exchanged
heavy fire for the second consec-
utive day today.

The situation along the border
near Roumari and Padua in Syl-
het, bordering Meghalaya, was
now tension-free and peaceful as
the two sided had decided to re-
solve their dispute amicably and
through dialogue, the Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary, Syed Muazzem
Alj, told presspersons this after-
noon.

Flag meeting held

After the day-long parleys, the
two sides decided to hold flag
meetings; the first took place at
Padua today. The flag meeting at
Roumari could not be held due to
the heavy rain, Mr. Ali said, ad-
mitting that there were intermit-
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tent exchanges of fire late in the
day. There had been direct con-
tacts between the chiefs of BD
and BSF over phone, who ifi-
structed their respective field lev-
el commanders to stop firing.
While there was some exchange
of fire near Roumari in the morn-
ing for about an hour, things were
quiet at Padua, the disputed vil-
lage which was claimed to have .
taken over by BDR. :
Mr. Ali said that as per their |
agreement, the BDR would hand :
over the bodies of 11 BSF men |
when the Sector Commanders ar- |
rive at the flag meeting tomorrow. |
Two injured BSF men would also
be handed over. j
Sources here said that Indian
officials had met the injured men
in hospital. The Foreign Secreta- -
ry, while expressing optimism of |
strengthening the existing cordial |
and friendly relations, said, “It |
has been a great success” for both ‘
countries to agree to sit within 24 |
hours for dialogue to resolve the '

issues.
Pak. hand?: Page}}’




Centre sat on
) 'y
IB reports. .,

SHIVNATH JHA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 19. — In-
telligence Bureau sources to-
day said the agency had for-
warded as many as 27 messag-
es to the government regarding
the “emerging” situation in the
North-east border aréas since
July last year, but no action
had been taken.

An IB officer said: “The gov-
ernment’s lackadaisical atti-
tude in resolving the crisis is
the main reason for the killing
of at least 16 BSF jawans.”

The border issue, officers said,
was discussed at the recent
meeting between the Bangla-
desh Rifles director general,
Maj-Gen Fazlur Rehman, and
Union home and defence minis-
try officials. -

The officers compared BDR's
capture of Pyrdiwah with the
Kargil intelligence failure. De-
spite having a modern commu-
nication system in the North-
east, “information lapses” were
not uncommon in the region.

Sources said border areas in
the North-east are connected to

the defence and home minis-

tries through a meodern com-
munication network. This en-
sures that messages reach fast

(
~ and a[rL:/LELt secfet. As far as

the BDR intrusion is con-
cerned, the Centre couldnt
claim it was not informed. .

“It needs political will to solve
the problem the government
has been facing since 1960.
Neither the Centre nor the
Bangladesh government has

initiated any move to solve the -

problem,” an IB officer said.

.~ An MEA official said the gov,

ernment had put under alert

the entire 1,286-km lohg Tri-

pura-Cachar-Mizoram border
and the 1,066-km North Ben-
gal border with Bangladesh.

- The government has al¥o aler-
ted the forces deployed

between Dawki and Lyngkhat .

sectors in Meghalaya, and also
directed the state government
to keep a close watch on activi-
ties from across the border.
The strength of the BSF units
at Muhurichar outpost, South

Tripura, and Lakhitilla in As- .

sam’s Cachar districte have
been increased. .
“All BSF outposts in Tripura,

Mizoram and Cachar district -

bave been put on alert so that

any attempt to attack our na-

tionals or occupy our land by
any foreign quarters can bé

thwarted,” a senjor official -

said.

No Intelligence failure: Advani

NEW DELH]I, April 19 — Mr LK Advani tonight said heedid not
think Intelligence failure had led to the Bangladesh Rifles
occupation of Indian territory in Meghalaya and killing of BSF
personnel in Boraibari. .
. “I would not think so”, the Union home minister said when
| asked whether there was any Intelligence failure, Observing that’
| India had good relations with Bangladesh, Mr Advani said: “This
‘; event did come as a big surprise.” , )
| The Cabinet Committee on Security, headed by the Prime
| Minister, met this evening and decided to send the BSF director .
| general, Mr Gurubachan Jagat, to take stock of the situation.
|~ The government is making all efforts for an early return of
11 bodies of BSF personnel killed by the BDR at Boraibari on
the Assam-Bangladesh border, Mr Advani said® “There is
some confusion about the casualties we've suffered because
the Bangladesh media has put the figure at 16, but the'latest
' communication is that they will be handing over 11 bodies.”
| He said that from 15 April, when the BDR oceupied Pyrdi-
, wah, the government had been making all attempts to restore
| normalcy in the region. .
1

der.” — SNS

. “For me personally it was extremely distressing to be told
' that 15 BSF jawan® have lost their Jives defending the bor-
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“Wave of anger

«y'Qver border
episode: BJP |

By Our Special Correspondept
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. The ﬁé\r tfya
Janata Party (BJP) today demand-
ed that the Government lodge a
“strong protest” with Bangladesh
for its intrusion into Indian terri-
tory and take “firm action” in re-
sponse to the incidents ort the
border, which resulted in the
death of over 10 BSF jawans.

“A wave of anger has spread
across the country,” the party
spokesperson, Mr. Vijay Kiimar
Malhotra, said. The BJP view was
that the episode “was all the 1nore

. reprehensible” considering India
had helped with “men and rnate-
rials” during the Bangladesh War
of Liberation in 1971, and the two
countries enjoyed a strong friend-
ship and were good neighbours.
“Nobody should have taken ad-
vantage of the fact that we are
friends,”” Mr. Malhotra said, while
warning that the “friendship
should not be taken as a sign of
softness”. NG

e said the Vajpayee Gowern-
m¢nt ‘“‘could not be blamed if
sgmeone takes advantage of our
iendship”. Indirectly, he sug-
ested that perhaps India had a
aidback attitude because of this
friendship and had been taken by
surprise as such an event was
least expected. “We cannot but
take seriously the death of our ja-
wans,” he said.

He rejected the suggestion that
the incident may have been stag«
managed to give the BJP-AGP al
ance in Assam some advantage
creating a war scare in the m
ner Kargil was used during
1999 Lok Sabha elections.

—
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THE UNCOMMON FEROCITY of the latest clash
between some units of the Bangladesh Army as
also Bangladesh Rifles, on one side, and the In-
dian Border Security Force (BSF), on the other,
should serve as a wake-up call against compla-
cency in bilateral neighbourliness. The death of
16 BSF personnel and at least two security men
of Bangladesh on Wednesday, besides the re-
ports of sustained tensions on Thursday, can
only be seen as the price of neglect by both
countries in keeping their ties in a state of good
repair. Yet to be clearly established are the facts
of the latest skirmishes which are seen by the
Indian side as a categorical case of unprovoked
firing by the Bangladesh forces near the Borai-
bari BSF post. India will be fully justified in ob-
serving utmost vigil on its frontier with
Bangladesh. But the general emotion in Dhaka
is one of dismay over the alleged “intrusion” by
the BSF personnel — a charge that has been
quickly dismissed by the Indian security estab-
lishment as absolutely untrue. On the whole, the
Bangladesh Government, headed by Sheikh Ha-
sina, seems to have so far adopted a somewhat
cautious line in making sense of the flare-up
and its fall-out. The Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
try has been reported to have called the Indian
envoy in Dhaka to discuss ways to defuse the
rising tensions in bilateral ties. The general im-
pression conveyed by Dhaka thus far is one of a
desire ta de-escalate a growing crisis on the bor-
der with India. Yet, it is too early to predict how
Bangladesh will manage the highly emotive is-
sue, given especially the constant refrain of the
opposition forces in that country about Ms. Ha-
sina’s presumptive pro-India bias.

For the Vajpayee administration, on the
other hand, the Boraibari clashes could not have
come at a more awkward time. For long, it has
maimained that,India’s relationships with al-
mos/ all its neighbours, except of course Pakis-

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2001

@ A NEW CRISIS ON THE BORDER?

VAV

tan, have remained on a largely friendly cpurse.
The dormant South Asian Association foy Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC) is expected tQ try
and renew in a few weeks’ time a process of
active interactions among its member-states. As
the predominant player in South Asia or at {east
the first among the SAARC’s equal members,
India can ill- afford a border fracas with Bangla-
desh. Significant, therefore, is the latest asser-
tion by the External Affairs and Defence
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, that New Delhi is
already fine-tuning its initiative for the restora-
tion of status quo ante on the India-Bangladesh
border. A deep concern over the dramatic
downturn in ties with Dhaka is only mitigated
by his apparent confidence in a triumph of the
bilateral “friendly” spirit. However, what has
occurred at this time is no friendly fire, a diplo-
matic euphemism for combat action caused by
a mistake. The event must be fully investigated
and addressed.

New Delhi's relationship with Dhaka,
unique in many ways with some signs of maturi-
ty too, is still a matter of powerful emotions that
are directly traceable to the circumstances in
which India had facilitated Bangladesh’s liber-
ation from Pakistan. The leaders of India and
Bangladesh have had to deal with problems
about the status of border enclaves as also the
freedom of movement of people across what
some tend to regard as a potential frontier of
friendship. The sharing of river waters, too, has
taxed the diplomatic ingenuity of both coun-
tries. And, there has also been an experiment in
what was seen as bus diplomacy with a differ-
ence, regarding a Calcutta-Dhaka service. Of
prime relevance to the current context, though,
is the need to revive the spirit of border coor-
dination talks and of the accord, reached last
December, an the formation of working groups
to resolve “all boundary related matters%
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/{Pak hand’ in border clash

! By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. Taken aback
by the excessive use of force by
the Bangladesh paramilitary
forces, the security establishment
here today engaged in a major
brainstorming exercise to ascer-
tain the motives behind the bor-
* der clash with India.

The Government is working on
two key “hypothesis”, but is likely
i to view the incident in clearer
light after analysing the informa-
tion that is likely to filter in during
the next couple of days. It is now
clear that 15 Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel lost their
lives while Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) lost four. In the mortar fir-
ing by the BDR, four Indian civil-
ians were also killed

An influential section of the
Bangladesh press has so far attri-
buted the clash to the BSF’s uni-
lateral decision to construct a
road towards Pyrdiwah on Megh-
alaya’s border with Bangladesh in
violation of the 1975 Indo-Ban-
gladesh agreement.

Highly-placed Government
sources said the clash was out of
sync with the confidence-build-
ing measures which the two sides
had undertaken recently. In fact,
prevention of border firing was
specifically taken up during the

three-day meeting between thM aldt e clash

Director-General, Bangladesh Ri-
fles, Major General A.I.M Fazlur
Rahman, which concluded on
April 1. Expressing concern over
the frequent exchange of firing
along a segment of the Indo-Ban-
gladesh border in Tripura, the two
sides had agreed to exercise
“maximum restraint.”

They had also specifically taken
up the issue of boundary demar-
cation in the Muhuri Char sector,
another trouble spot. The Direc-
tor-General, BSF, Mr. Gurbachan
Jagat, had, at the meeting, re-
sponded positively to the reiter-
ation by the Bangladesh side to fix
a interim boundary in the zone,
pending completion of border de-
marcation.

The meeting had been preced-
ed by detailed talks in the Minis-
tries of Home and External affairs
and had imparted a momentum
to the relationship.

According to one assessment,
the Awami League Government,
in order to shake off its excessive
pro-India image, may have given
its nod to the firing in order to
draw benefits during the forth-
coming polls.

The Government was also ex-
amining a possible link-up be-
tween the firing and recent
developments in Nepal. Sources

ve been an
expression of reta ia lon " by sec-
tions of the Pakistani establish-
ment. Islamabad' held India
responsible for the recent souring
of its relations with Nepal by mas-
terminding events which led to
the detention of its first secretary,
Mr. Mohammad Arshad Cheema,
with 16 Kgs of RDX which was re-
trieved from his rented accom-
modation.

Consequently, Pakistan could
have activated its '‘sympathisers”
within the Bangladesh security
forces at the local level, resulting
in the clash. Despite Bangladesh’s
liberation, the Pakistanis had nev-
er lost their influence in the coun-
try. The Jamat-e-Islami had been
traditionally close to them and
the Islamic Okiya Jote (I0]) has
emerged as an alliance of reli-
gious extremists in Bangladesh.
The presence of the Jehadi Har-
kat-ul-Jehad-al-Islami has also
become perceptible.

Sources here said though the
Sheikh Hasina Government had a
firm hold on the Bangladesh ar-
my, including the key nine divi-
sion in Dhaka and 11 division
located at Bojra, the emergence of

for concern.
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" The Bangla tangle,

Key to handling the troubled eastern front: restrain

NDIA and Bangladesh have a good relationship

and no real quarrel on the Meghalaya sector of

the border between the two countries. That a sit-
uation has developed on the border and quickly
taken a nasty turn in the last few days, despite these
positive factors, is very depressing, It is a-concocted
dispute which nevertheless will require great skill and
statesmanship to resolve peacefully after the forcible
seizure of land, albeit a small parcel, and the deaths
~of a number of Indian BSF jawans, Upcoming elec-
tions in both countries are further complicating fac-

: tor&ForelgnmlmsterJaswantSmghstonemtheRa-,

jya Sabha on Thursday — a mixture of confidence
andﬂnnn&s-—waspxeqselynght. Butitisobvioushe
is walking a tightrope. The Vajpayee government
must seek an early diplomatic end to the dispute or
ﬁndpngoxsucsenumentlsamusedmlndlaasltlsal-
ready aroused in Bangladesh. Once that happens,

dlplomacywillhavetotakeabad:seattothedmnwnc'

political agenda.

Jingoism is very much in the air in Bangladesh
and, as the first statement from a political leader
~ shows, the government there is not immune-to it.

Froin Dhaka, the minister of state for foreign affairs
speaks emotively of defending every inch of sacred
Bangladslntgntoxywhenwhathexsacwallyrefermg
toisasmallvillage ceded toIndia in a 1960 agreement
' andnot contested since then. Whatever the rightsand
wrongs of the case, it will not take long for chest-
mmnpmgpamotsmthxsoountrytoplckupmesu'am
’Ihatlswhyxtlsdangetwstoleavethepubhmgnorant

ofmefactsanddelayanoﬁimaldmﬁmuon
historical background, the alleged seizure of '
village over the weekend and the firing along other
stretches of the border. It is essential for theé public to
keep asense of perspective andthatlsnotgomgtobe
possible if the first with the “facts” are demagogues
and trouble-makers. The government hieeds also to
find out whether its agencies were caught off guard
again. Less than a year ago, EX. Mawlong,
laya chief minister was asking for the BSF to set up
more posts and to be more vigilantabout intrusions.
Restraint is the key to a solution. Anything else

- would prolong a wholly unnecessary quarrel. Al-

though it may be hard for the Vajpayee government to
observe it in the face of provocation from the other

side or criticism from political opponents at home,
there isnoother option. The Pyrdiwah seizure could
be anelection gambit or opportunisticmoves at the lo-
cal level by border commanders deciding to take

matters into their own hands or by business interests. |

Jndia-bashing is something ofa permanent feature at
election time. So diplomacy is not likely to make

headway until the polls are over. At best; by adopting
a low key approach, India can hope to deny
Bangladeshi politicians the chance to blow up border

: problemsoutofallpropbmon.'[heneﬁpmnemm

ister should be left plenty of openings for talks and a
settlement. India and Bangladesh have sorted out

.much trickier problems i in the past — such as th

sharing of river waters. Oncé past the elections,
sensewﬂlsurelymmmq\nﬁmeborder.
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BORDER ELARE
~~ Need to resolve SxBtious issues

WEDNESDAY’S killing of 16 BSF personnel by the Bang-
ladesh security forces at Boraibari in Meghalaya’s
border with Bangladesh is the most serious incident to have
taken ,place on the border and will cast a shadow on an
otherwise cordial Indo-Bangladesh relations. But more
shocking was the ferocity with which the attack was carried
out to capture the disputed Pyrdiwah village which
Bangladesh claims as its own. Going by the border pillars
Pyrdiwah falls under Bangladesh although it has been in
India’s possession since partition. During erstwhile East
Pakistan nothing was done to change its status. The problem
of adverse possession is not peculiar to Pyrdiwah alone. The
existence of enclaves, known as chits — 112 Indian chits in
Bangladesh and 32 of Bangladesh in India — anachronisms
left over should have been cleared when India helped create
Bangladesh. It was an offshoot of the imaginary line that Sir
Cyril Radcliffe drew at partition. The problem has been
ailowed to fester slowly but inevitably. But Wednesday’s
incident shows that the problem has the potential to
suddenly blow out of proportion. In the West Bengal sector
alone there are in all 65 enclaves (35 Indian in Bangladesh
territory and 31 in reverse) and countless adverse possessions
whose residents suffer from a serious identity crisis. Neither
country acknowledges all residents to be nationals nor does it
bestow upon them voting and other rights. Unfortunately the
plight of these stateless people has failed to engage the
attention of two countries whose leaders are more interested
in addressing emotive issues from which they can secure
political and electoral mileage.

What beats understanding is that when many intractable
problems like the sharing of the Ganga waters, right of
passage through the Tin Bigha corridor and restoration of
peace in the Chittagong Hill Tracts have been resolved
through negotiated settlements, the Bangladesh security
forces launched an unprecedented attack on the Indian
outpost. The military operation and the reaction of
Bangladesh Rifles chief suggest that the two neighbouring
countries have gone to war over Pyrdiwah. It is an
established fact that the fundamentalists have infiltrated the
rank and file of the Bangladeshi armed forces. The BSF
showed restraint but it is also not clear whether the attack
had the clearance of top Bangladesh leadership. Sheikh
Hasina knows that such a border flare-up would do
irreparable damage to her image in India where she is looked
upon as a close friend and ally. In an election year she will not
risk doing anything which would project her as a rabid India
baiter like Begum Khaleda Zia. It will be tragic if she uses the
Pyrdiwah issue to secure electoral and political mileage. To
clear up doubts Sygst order her troops to cease fire and

initiate moves for haiding bilateral talks. Spilling blood is
counteryzﬁductiv / .
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(Continued from page »

troops is not an unusual affair.
But this particular incident
seemed to have taken such a
turn that it might become a
serious irritant to the other-
wise “friendly” relationship
between the two countries.

An experts on India-Bangla-
desh ties said: “The unfortunate
incident is beyond what was
generally concerned normal and
it might take sometime to revive
the friendly path.”

A series of meetings were held

in North and South Blocks
today. At one such meeting in
South Block, the Bangladesh
high commissioner, Mr
Mustafa Farque Mohammed,
was apprised of the Centres
coneern over the “unwarranted
action” of the BDR.

Mr Farque Mohammed was
asked to advise Bangladeshi
authorities to avoid the “use of
force along the border in the
interest of close and friendly
relations” between the two
countries. During his meeting
with the MEA joint secretary
(North), Mr BR Shankar, the
envoy was asked to “ensure
immediate vacation of the
village (Pyrdiwah).

An MEA spokesman said Mr
Farque Mohammed had been
told of the need for “restoration
of the status quo and exercise
of utmost restraint to defuse
the tension.” The Centre's
approach has been to work
together with Bangladesh in
defusing the tension in the
spirit of mutual cooperation.

A sector-level commanders’
meeting was held today to end
the stalemate. But like Mon-
day’s meeting, this too failed.

The two countries have set up
a joint working group to deal
with demarcation of border
and exchange of enclaves and
territories in “adverse posi-
tions”. “The work is being done
in a systematic and peaceful
manner. It’s our hope that the
two pending matters would
also be resolved peacefully,”
the spokesman said. He said
India wants to improve its
relations with Bangladesh.
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BDR opens new front n

Lo

Rahul Karmakar & \,(/\/ \
Anirban Roy
Guwahati & Shillong, April 18

BANGLADESH RIFLES men,
backed by the Bangladesh army,
today opened a fresh battlefront
in Mankachar area of Assam’s
Dhubri district, raining mortars
on the Indian side of the border.
Nine civilians were injured in
the shelling and subsequent
shootout with the Border Securi-
ty Force that lasted over 11
hours.

Dhubri Deputy Commissioner
Gayatri Baruah told Hindustan
Times that the BDR attack on a
BSF camp at Karipara on the
south bank of the Brahmaputra
river began around 4 am and con-
tinued till about 1 pm. “Though
the exchange of fire has stopped
for now, the situation there is
tense,” she said.

This is the second assault by
the BDR on BSF outposts in less
than a week. BDR personnel
attacked a BSF camp at Pyrdi-
wah in the East Khasi Hills dis-
trict of Meghalaya in the wee
hours of Monday. A BDR officer
reportedly asked the BSF to
prove that Pyrdiwah belongs to
India during a meeting with the
ADIG (Operations) this evening.

More than 2,000 people aban-
doned their villages after today’s
attack and took shelter near
Ampati in Garo Hills of Megha-
laya. Inspector-General of BSF V
K Gaur said the BDR attack in
civilian areas was completely
unprovoked. He could give ne
casualty figures, but reports
from Dhaka quoted BDR Direc-
tor-General Major-General
Fazlur Rahman as having said
that 16 BSF men have been killed.
Police officers in Mankachar
could not say whether any BSF
jawan was injured, but said a
couple of BDR,men may have
ended up on the casualty list.

/

AFP PHOTO

A Bangladesh Rifles man guards two Border Security Force jawans in an Air Force helicopter on the way 10

Dhaka from Roamvri village. The jaw

“The BDR men fired through-
out the day,” Inspector-General
Gaur said. He said additional
forces were being flown to help
BSF jawans at Dhubri. A CRPF
contingent has also been posted
in Mankachar as a second line of
defence.

ADIG (Operations) V S Aha-
lawat and the Sylhet Sector Com-
mander of BDR, Colonel Ashiq,
met at the office of the Customs
Office at Tamabil in the evening,
but no solution emerged. “We
have not decided anything as
yet,” V S Ahalawat said at Dawki.

He has asked his Bangladesh
counterpart to vacate the area
since it has been in India’s pos-
session since Independence.
Colonel Ashiq has asked the BSF

to prove that Pyrdiwah village )

belongs to India. The BSF has
accepted the challenge, and has
said it will present all relevant
Jand documents tomorrow.

BDR men have reportedly
refused to leave Pyrdiwah, say-
ing it belonged to Bangladesh.
Meghalaya’s Home minister
Thrang Hok Rangle said today,

“We ha\We because of

ans were captured in Bangladesh’s northern border district of Kurigram.
¥

Intelligence failure.”

Police officers in Mankachar
suspect today’s BDR shelling was
a pre-planned move since the
Bangladesh Army was also
involved.

They said that five peaple were .

seriously injured in the border
village of Sahpur, which faced a
volley of mortars. Four more
were hit by BDR bullets.
The Dhubri sector is perceived to
be highly sensitive with a con-
stant influx of Bangladeshis who
smuggle out essentials from
India via the river route.

e

oA
Assam

Govt admits
16 BSF
casualties

HT Correspondents
New Delhi, April 18

HOME SECRETARY Kamal

. Pande admitted that 16 Border

Security Force personnel were
killed today in continuing border
clashes between the BSF and the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR). One
BDR personnel was also report-
edly killed.

Government sources claimed
that the Bangladesh Army was
involved in the skirmishes.

The clashes have placed new
strains on the neighbourly ties
assiduously cultivated by the two
countries since the Sheikh Hasi-
na government came to power in
1996. The Bangladeshi High Com-
missioner in India, Mustafa
Farooqui Mohammed, was called
to South Block today and
informed of India's “serious con-
cern at the unwarranted action
of the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)”.

Dhubri is a very sensitive
area: there is almost a constant
inflow of illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants into India through
this route. With today's firing the
situation has become very tense.

India has urged the Bangladesh
Government to advise locgl
authorities on the border to avoid
the use of force on the interna-
tional border. “The need for the
restoration of staus quo ante and

‘the exercise of utmost restraint to

defuse tension was emphasised,”
the External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said.

Related reports on Page 9




The Times of India News Service
. GUWAHATT: About a thousand Bangladeshi
troops overran Pyrdiwah village in Meghalaya
on Sunday evening and settled civilians from
that country in houses abandoned by the flee-
" ing villagers, it is reported.

The situation in the village, where a heavy

exchange of fire took place between the
‘Border Security Force (BSF) and the
: Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) on Sunday evening,

is still tense. Senior BSF officials, including
. inspector-general D.K. Gaur, were closeted in
. a meeting with BDR officials at the border at
" the time of filing this report.

John F. Kharshiing, spokesman for tradition-
al institutions in Meghalaya, said it was a “well-
planned operation” by the Bangladeshi forces.
He quoted local villagers as saying that more
than a thousand BDR and Bangladesh army
personnel had overrun the village. They had
also brought along civilians, whom they had
settled in the houses abandoned by the fleeing

locals. Reports suggested that Bangladeshi
troops surrounded the BSF picket headed by a
company commander, and did not allow either
him or his men to move out. BSF sources said
none of their men had been kidnapped or

taken hostage.gwg) i @ AR

Eyewitnesses who returned from the spot on
Tuesday morning said they had seen a number
of bullet-proof BSF vehicles rushing to the vil-
lage. Mr Kharshiing said, “The BDR has dug
trenches all over the village. We have also got to

hear that the BSF has been instructed to shoot
in case there is any further attempt at intru- .
sion.” He regretted that not all villagers could ;
flee. “Some old people, along with a few dis- !
abled persons and some women, could not be |
evacuated. While those who fled took shelter in
neighbouring villages, nobody really knows
what is happening to those left behind,” he said.

According to him, even those who had
escaped were fending for themselves and some
have not been able to get any proper food ever !
since they fled. “No help has been forthcoming
from the Meghalaya government for the dis-
placed people. It was only today that
Meghalaya home minister T.H. Rangad went
to the spot,” he said. “It has been a total intel-
ligence failure on our part. The BSF personnel
were caught unawares. Even before the intru-
sion, local villagers and the headman, Pijo

Nongrum, who understand the Bengali dialect
spoken by the Bangladeshis, could W

o

something like this was in the offing.”
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Kargil replay’ on easte

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

i Shillong, April 16: Bangladesh
Rifles forcibly took possession of
Pyrdiwah village, 5 km from
Dawki near the Indo-Bangiadesh
bordet, last night.

According to reports, the vil-
lage which has a population of
around 700 witnessed an armed
intrusion of the BDR and the
Bangladesh army at 11.30 pm.

This was preceded by a heavy

- exchange of fire between the
BSF and the BDR for over 18
hours. BSF staff officer C.R.
Chauhan said 35 rounds were

fired by the BDR and about 15
rounds by the BSFE. He claimed
that the situation was back to
normal.

Chauhan said a flag meeting
between top BSF and BDR offi-
cials was held today but it did not
yield any resuit.

However, eyewitnesses clai-
med otherwise. Spokesperson
for traditional institutions John
Kharshiing, who was visiting
the area, termed the situation
Kargil-like”. He was on his way
to the Pynursla market. He said
all the villagers had fled their
homes.

e

People 'are living in “inhu-
man conditions” on the high
cliffs, Kharshiing said. He said
local sordars took them to a place
close to the village to show the
BDR jawans patrolling the area.

He said that two BSF men
have been taken captive by the
BDR. He was also told that the
BSF camp adjacent to the bound-
ary pillar was encircled by the
BDR. At the time of the incident
about two dozen BSF jawans
were in the camp. But no senior
officer was present.

A BSF Gypsy was spotted
being driven into Bangladesh.

=LGRAPH
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Till lat Ltkjs evening, there
was no report of its where-
abouts, Kharshiing said. He
termed the episode as a well-
planned “intrusion” by the BDR.

Senior BSF officers were not
in the station when the incident
occurred. When the BSF office
was contacted, no one except
staff officer Chauhan was avail-
able for comment.

Additional district magis-
trate H. Shangpliang visited
Lyngkhat today. A Meghalaya
police battalion was sent to
Pyrdiwah to tackle the situation,
sources added.



Road link to

5 AN
Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 23 r) )\

BANGLADESH HAS upgraded a
highway that connects Nepal
with West Bengal as an alterna-.
tive route to India’s NH 34 that
links Kolkata with North Bengal.

Since May 1998, Mongla—a
newly developed southern
Bangladesh port—has been
Nepal’s second access route to
sea after Kolkata after India
allowed Kathmandu to use the 44-
km Fulbari-Kakarbhitta stretch
that passes through Darjeeling
and Jalpaiguri districts to trans-
port goods to and from
Bangladesh. Nepal and Bangla-
desh do not share a border.

A senior official from the
Bangladeshi embassy here said:

Bangladesh is planning seek
India’s help to promote the
Banglabandh-Mongla road as an
alternative to NH 34 for goods
traffic from Bengal and North-

East during our commerce min-

ister Abdul Zamil’s visit to India
next month.”

Banglabandh, a Bangladeshi
border village near Fulbari in
Jalpaiguri district, is 595 km
from Mongla. Highlighting the
importance of the Banglabandh-
Mongla route, the diplomat said,
“The route can be useful in times
of crises like floods when traffic
between South Bengal and North
Bengal gets disrupted.”

Besides North Bengal and the
North-East, Bangladesh wants to
promote the road in Bhutan also,
which it says, can use Mongla for

})oost Nepal—lpdla ti

overseas trade For quMe some
time, traders in North Bengal
have been seeking the right to
trade with Bangladesh through
Fulbari that is exclusively
opened for Nepal.

The official added, “As South
Asia’s biggest economic power,
India can alone help us boost our
trade with neighbours.”
Bangladesh has a trade deficit of
about $1000 billion with India. To
expand trade with Nepal,
Bangladesh may also seek India’s
permission to ply vehicles right
up to Kakarbhitta, a Nepalese
village on the Nepal-Darjeeling
district border. At the moment,
only Nepalese vehicles are

allowed to run thr h the
strategic Kakarbhifta-Fulbari
road.

USTAN TDEY
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Anti-tobacco law
Employment of
milhons at stake

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 17

MAJOR CENTRAL trade unions
have warned the government that
a hasty "anti-bidi, anti-tobacco”
legislation could put to risk
employment of millions of people
in the bidi and tobacco sectors.

In a letter to the Prime Minister,
AITUC, BMS, CITU, HMS and
TUCC leaders said today that the
health ministry should be asked to
have talks with representatives of
bidi and tobacco workers before
going ahead with the legislation.

The letter stated that the health
ministry had preferred to toe the
WHO line, which was concerned
with the health aspects only. The
WHO approach ignored the other
important socio-economic issues.
The legislation could spell doom
for six million farmers and 20 mil-
lion workers.

\O

/Indla, Bangla visa /

system to be re 193{

HT Correspondent ( v
New Dethi, February 17 \A
INDIA AND Bangladesh have
agreed in principle to relax the
existing visa system in order to
make travel between the two coun-
tries easier. The liberalisation of
existing visa-regime is being con-
sidered as a significant step
towards strengthening of Indo-
Bangladesh ties.

The two nations arrived at a
broader understanding in this con-
text during the three-day meeting
of the Joint Working Group
(JWG), which concluded here
today.

To begin with, the two sides con-
curred to have a visa-free regime
for diplomatic passport holders and
also permit unrestricted entry valid
up to one year for businessmen, stu-

dents and rese

Visas on an' year-to-year basis
would also be issued now to the
work permit holders, a home min-
istry spokesman said.

The free-travel related recom-
mendations made by the JWG and
steps suggested by it to facilitate
travel between the two countries
for sight-seeing, medical treat-
ment, studies, business and trade,
would come into effect once these
were ratified by the respective gov-
ernments.

While G K Pillai, joint secretary
in the home ministry, led the India
team, the visiting team was headed
by his Bangladeshi counterpart
Mohd Janibul Hug.

The JWG has also recommende
doing away with the prevailing
tem of sponsorship requirgafents
for tourist visas.

THE HINDU
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/Delhi, Dhaka
fiscuss terrorism

’ By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 17. Home Ministry
ficials from India and Bangla-
esh have concluded a meeting

on ways to counter terrorism.
During the talks, the Indian

side expressed concern over the
activities of terrorists operating
from Bangladesh and stressed
that Dhaka should take “firm and
demonstrable action” to counter

militancy.
The Bangla%e%? de, on\“’s}/

part, said it had forbidden use of
its soil by “undesirable elements”
engaged in activity which were
prejudicial to the interests of any
country, including India. wo /_é

Both sides expressed satisfdc-
tion over reduction in firing along
the border and agreed that they
should continue to exercise.
“maximum restraint.” The visit-
ing delegation expressed grave
concern over smuggling of huge
quantities of Phensidyl from In-
dia. :

The Indian delegation was led
by Mr. G.K. Pillai, Joint Secretary
(North-East), while the Bengla-
deshi side was headed by Mr. Ja-
nijbul Hugqg, Joint Secretary

{Political) in the Ministry of Home
Affairs.
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Andia, Bangladesh pl
joint study on ars
mmom M0 AN

THE CENTRE will scon talk to Bangladesh about undertaking a joint
study on water contamination by arsenic, salt and iron.

This decision was taken after a meeting between Union Water
Resources Minister Arjun Sethi, Union Health Minister C P Thakur
Bangla Water Resources Minister Abdur Razzak and the West Bengal
Minister of Water Resources Investigation Nandagopal Bhattacharya. At
the meeting, Sethi and Thakur said experts had found out a joint scien-
tific field research and exchange of data between the two countries is
jimperative because almost the whole of West Bengal and about 36 dis-
tricts in Bangladesh were affected by arsenic contamination.

«Groundwater contamination in West Bengal is at a critical level. The
fact that a high level of arsenic and iron has been found in water in many
places of the Kolkata municipal area is also cause of concern,”
Bhattacharya warned.

But, arguing in the same breath that an acute fund crunch and lack of
effective technological knowhow and expertise have been the bane for the
State’s woefully inadequate fight against arsenic so far, Bhattacharya
called for imptementation of joint Indo-Bangla artificial water recharge
schemes. And, since surface water and groundwater reserves are interre-
lated, this would help improve the quality of groundwates vastly, facilitat-
ing dilution and removal of hazardous contents by scientific treatments,
he said. While tackling the problem at a macro level, Bhattacharya
claimed that the State could, with adequate help from the Central
Government, contribute significantly by setting up water testing labora-
tories in all the 18 districts of the State. These units, equipped with mobile
vans, can be radio-linked for faster transmission and exchange of relevant
data. Besides, the Central Groundwater Board’s laboratory in Calcutta
can be upgraded with the help of the latest overseas technology, he said.

T
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Karmapa to
7 arrive In

elhi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 20. — The
17th Karmapa, Urgyen Thin-
ley Dorjee, is arriving here to-
morrow from Dharamshala,
en route his pilgrimage to the
Buddhist circuit. His visit
comes following grant of refu-
gee status to him by India.

Dorjee, who had fled from a
Tibetan monastery last year
and sought refuge in Dharam-
shala, can now visit any mon-
astery in the country.

Beijing, however, had recent-
ly expregsed con-
cern over grant :
of refugee status
to the Karmapa. -
Its serious con- :
cern was fo-
cussed on whe-
ther granting of
refugee status to
Karmapa mean!
change in the bi-
lateral relation
ship between the |
two nations. :

Early this-
week, when Bei-
jing had raised
the issue with New Delhi,
they were told that granting
refugee status to the Karma-
pa did not mean a shift in In-
dia’s policy on Tibet. China al-
so warned that the Karmapa
should not get into any kind of
anti-China activities.

Meanwhile, preparations are
on to give a warm welcome to
the Karmapa here. He will be
received at the Delhi-
Haryana border by members
»f the National Commission of

Urgyen Thinley Dorig.e

tod

1‘;\’5 "N E !
md Sched- |

Scheduled Cas )
uled Tribes and Warious other
organisations. Besides, the |
Sikkim chief minister, Mr PK J
Chamling, several dignitaries .
are expected to present at the
reception ceremony. !

After spending the night |
here, he will leave for Varana- |
si, where he is likely to spend
five days and then leave for !
Bodh Gaya, Nalanda and Raj-
gir, according to Mr T Topgay,
representative of the Joint
Action Committee of Sikkim.

The Karmapa is expected to
_ spend about an-

. other five days in

Delhi after re-
| turning arounc
. 13 March and is
" scheduled tc
grace  several
public functions.

The visit of
Urgyen Thinley
Dorjee, officially
recognised as
the Karmapa by
Beijing, has once
again raised the
confroversy over
who holds the
17th Karmapa's position.

The International Karma
Kagyu Forum, the rival group
in the Karma Kagyu lineage
in a statement reiterated its
claim that the genuine 17th
Karmapa is none other than
Trinlay Thaye Dorje, who fled
to India in 1994.

According to the forum, Kar-
mapa Thinley Thaye Derje re-
sides in India and ha¢/already

Gaya in 1996.

THE STATESMAN
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Bud v. for B engah BSF

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA é VA

COOCH BEHAR, Feb. 4. —
Efforts are on to raise a force
made up of Bengali-speaking
people to guard the state’s
India-Nepal border, the chief
minister said here today.

Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya
explained that this could
bridge the communication gap
that often leads to clashes

i between the BSF and residents

. of border areas.

He accused the BSF of
“atrocities” on border villagers,
but said his government would
not ask the Centre to withdraw

; the BSF from the India-
. Bangladesh border.

He was speaking at the

' inauguration of the Uttar Ban®

ga Krishi Viswavidyalaya, the

STORM AT SUNSET: Mr Buddhadev Bhattacharya addresses a rally in
Slligun on Sunday. — Salil Bera

second agricultural unlverélty Siliguri, the chief minister said
in the state and the 35th in the KPP’s demand for a state

India. didn’t have the

At a press conference in support.//

people’s
¥




“Hasina wants to\{epéy debt
to India by visiting Gug gﬁgﬁ%
. oo

(.
Udayan Namboodiri Y\ \ .r\/\\ |
New Delhi, February 1
BANGLADESH HAS proposed to fly in 200 doctors
attached to its “Gana Shastha” moveme
earthquake affected areas of Gujarat.
Also, it is the first country whose Prime
Minister has offered to fly down to express
its people’s sympathy for earthquake vic-
tims.

«“Gana Shastha”, or Public Health
Service, was formed during Bangladesh’s
liberation war in 1971 as a barefoot medic
arm of the Mukti Bahini. Subsequently, it

" became an important government sup:
ported organisation based at Sahar neaf
Dhaka specialising in disaster relief at
times of natural calamities using minimum
inputs. It has acquired considerable expe-
rience in handling disaster situations during the
cyclones which oftenly hit Bangladesh.

When Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called up Mr
Vajpayee on Tuesday night, she offered the services of
“Gana Shastha” in Gujarat. Sources said today that

to the

aircraft and transport helicopters of the Bangladesh
Air Force would be reaching Ahmedabad as soon as
the necessary clearances are available from Delhi.

Sheikh Hasina’s visit would occur close on the heels
of the “Gana Shastha” team’s. arrival in Gujarat.
However, it is not yet clear whether the
Bangladesh Prime Minister would com-
{ bine her sympathy visit with the official
one which was any way planned for this
year. An MEA spokesman said: “There is
already an invitation to her to visit India.”

Beyond this, there was no confirmation
from the South Block, which, incidentally,
adopted a strict code of media silence.
beginning today. .

Such a visit by a neighbouring country
prime minister to a natural calamity site in
India would be unprecedented. In the late
: 80s, then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
along with then Sri Lankan president Jayawardene

. had visited the cyclone-hit areas of Bangladesh.

However, soon after the visit, there then military
dictator General Hussien Mohammed Ershad pub-
licly humiliated IAF pilots in cyclone-hit Chittag%
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Work on border fencing
to begin m
HT Correspondent

Agartala, February 13 \DX\

WORK ON a barbed-wire\fe ¢ along the Tripura-Bangladesh border
would begin from the middle \of March. The decision was made on
Tuesday at a meeting presided by Chief Minister Manik Sarkar.

The State PWD Minister Badal Choudhury, chief secretary. director-
general of police, PWD secretary, inspector-general of BSF, commission-
or of borders and an officer of the Union Home Ministry were present at
the meeting.

State PWD secretary S Nag said BRO, the executing authority of the
fencing project, had told him that it would begin the construction work in
rmid March, He said work would begin on a 40 km stretch. Though no
time frame had been set for execution of the project. it was expected to
be complete by five years, he said.

The meeting resolved to erect the fence 150 yards from the border in
keeping with a bilateral treaty between India and Bangladesh. Thousands
of those who would be left on the other side of the fence would be relo-
cated. Mdgalities for the rehabilitation process, however, would be decid-
ed later. . .

Nag said th¢ work would be done along the border areas of the North,
West and Dhalai districts. ,

This would be part of the proposed first phase accounting for 192 km of

_ the border. He said State officials had stressed at the meeting that the
entire 856 km border should héve barbed wire fencing. Commissioner of
borders P L Thanga said th€ Union Government had sanctioned Rs 19
crofe for the project.

Naga forum
calls for peace

HT Correspondent
Kohima, February 13

THE NAGALAND Peace Centre
(NPC) has vehemently condemned
the firing on February 6 between
Chakabama and Pfutsero.

The NPC alleged that some
unidentified gunmen fired at a car
in which youngest brother of
Nagaland power minister was trav-
elling along with his three friends.
The NPC president N Theyo said
one of the occupants in the car,
Wale Lasuh, was injured in the
attack.

They added that such aggression
should be curbed at once as they
jeopardize the ongoing peace talks
between the NSCN(I-M) and the
Government of India. Kohima
Chakhesang Hoho general secre-
tary Theja Therie expressed con-
cern and appealed to all under-
ground groups operating in the
area to clarify their position and
expose the culprits involved. He
also asked the district authority

ensure safety and security of the |

citizens.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEY



More buses to

AJANTA CHAKRABORTY ,
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Jan. 22. — All-
night rides, more frequent
service and better amenities at
stop-overs. The state transport
department wants to add these
facilities to the Dhaka-Kolkata
bus service. It also wants to
extend the service to Khulna,
Jessore and other Bangladeshi
cities.

Now that Miss Mamata
Banerjee has flagged off the
goods train to Bangladesh and
is all set to begin a passenger
service on the same tracks, the
Left Front government doesn't
want to be left behind. It is
thinking of ways to add more
steam to Dhaka-Kolkata bus
service and also to streamline
it.

Bnnglud

The :ﬁ transport

department wants to maintain
its clientele flow by extending
the bus service to Khulna,
Jessore and other cities of
Bangladesh.

A meeting will be held in
Dhaka on 5 and 6 February to
review the bus service. Mr
Santanu Goswami, managing
director, WBSTC, said all these
points would figure in the
meeting.

Standing committee members
of both countries will attend
the meeting to discuss the
proposed night service. A
transport department official
at Writers’ Buildings said, “For
this, we need more buses. We
have offered ten buses and
want Bangladesh to provide
ten more”. Two buses from
either nations are being run at

the moment.

More money is needed to run
more buses. Therefore, a fare
hike is on the cards. Transport

likely

officials said passengers may
have to pay more than § 22

that they are paying now.

But the issue of streamlining f

the present service tops the

review commlttees priority

list.

The communication minister
of Bangladesh, Mr Anwar
Hossain Manju,
inaugurating the Petrapole-
Benapole rail-link yesterday,
told the reporters, “The bus

while

service is not all that successful |

because there aren’t enough
commuters from Kolkata.)

Kolkata, stop-overs” en route
will be made srfore customer-
friendly.

[=)
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Tracking hzstory, drwmg trade

HT Correspondent
Jessore, January 21

WA '\96\\

IT WAS a special day at Benapole. At 11.50 am,
Bangladesh Communications Minister Anwar
Hossain Manju landed at the helipad of the truck
terminal and rushed to the railway station to see if
everything was in order.

Accompanied by Director-General of Railways M
A Rahim, the Minister instructed officials to ensure

The train chugs into Benaole.

the crowds were kept at bay when Indian Railway
Minister Mamata Banerjee arrived at 3.30 pm by the !
first freight train between India and Bangladesh.

Traffic policemen, shopkeepers, cart-pullers
and lorry-drivers at Jessore were all eager to
show the way to Benapole railway station. “Buses |
are running but we never thought trains would
run again. It will be of great help — many of our
relatives are in Kolkata,” said hardware mer- i
chant Kabir Qazi.

“It (a train service) will help greatly in busi- |
ness,” said trucker Rafiq Qazi. “Not only does
travelling by road take time, it is also very cost- |
ly.” According to D-G Rahim, freight trains
will push up the volume of business by several
lakh metric tonnes.

Mamata Banerjee’s amval pushed excite- !
ment levels up several notches. People stood
along the tracks and milled outside the station |
to catch a glimpse of West Bengal’s stormy |
petrel. Cheers went up as she got off the Sonar
Bangla Special train at Benapole.
L | - The Bangladesh

¥ Commissioner to Kolkata,
pointed out a very pra gain for most |
Indian Bengalis. “Now B{sh maachh can easily
come in from Bangjadesh much to the delight
of the people i~ ta,” he said. _ ~

o
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A train called nostalgm

Arindam Sarkar H l/‘
Petrapole-Benapole border,
January 21 )

v
CARTPULLER MOINUL of ¥

Benapole, Bangladesh, probably
hit the nail on the head when he
told this correspondent: “E-fa
naarir taan babu, na holey shudhu
gaarir taane ki aar emon hoy...
(This has to be the call of blood,
Babu - how can a mere train
inspire such a scene) ?”

The maiden run of Sonar
Bangla Special today could have
been powered by feeling alone.
Lining the tracks for miles on
either side of the border were
thousands riding the crest of
euphoric emotion. To them, the
movement of the 35-wagon,
wheat-laden train stood for much
more than just a historic railway
contact between their two coun-
tries — it could have symbolised
the pulling down of borders, the
reunion of kins separated by des-
tiny, history in reverse. -

Fifteen minutes past noon, two
convoys, Mamata Banerjee’s from
the Indian side and that of the
Bangladeshi Communications Mi-
nister Anwar Hossain Manju from
the Bangla side, screeched to a halt
at the Petrapole border checkpost.
The two leaders got off, walked 50
yards or so to zero point and shook
hands, creating history.

The mood of the moment rang
in the speeches of Mamata and

Anwar Hossain at Petrapole. “It
ist Ifilment of a dream, the

”

The Sonar Bangla Special moments before pulling out of Petrapole .
on Sunday. Photos: Ashok Nath Dey :

coming together of Kazi Nazrul
Islam, Rabindranath Tagore and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,” said
the Railway Minister. “It is an
occasion to remember our com-
mon roots, language and her-
itage. We are ready. I am waiting
for the Bangladesh Government

" to give the clearance and we will

start the first passenger train as
well. I am looking forward to the
train between Sealdah and
Dhaka. India and Bangladesh can
never be divided.”

Anwar Hossdin' was beaming.
“In June.1999, Prime Ministers
AB Vajpayee and Sheikh Hasina

»

Wajed kicked off the passenger

bus service between India and

Bangladesh. This is the first step

in the direction of a regular pas-

senger service,” he said. “Once !
passenger trains- start, people -

from both sides can meet their
relatives frequently. Partition has

separated our people, but the bor-

ders should be traversed now.”

At 3 pm, Mamata and Hossain '

released white pigeons and bal-
loons. The train was flagged off
soon afterward, the last compart-

ment carrying the dignitaries to the
" next stop, Bepapole, 15 minutes
away.
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“Wheels back on track to,Banglay

a8

utta, Jan. 21: The wheels rolled again
er 25 years on the tracks connecting India
nd Bangladesh.

A Railway minister Mamata Banerjee re-
bpened the Petrapole-Benapole rail-link
today, flagging off the first train on the re-
constructed tracks, the freight-carrier Sonar
Bangla Special, at 3.05 pm. The train will run
from Sealdah to Noapara, the biggest termi-
nal in Bangladesh.

BY PRONAB MONDAL

The minister promised more. “The Rail-

way Board had to spend Rs 5.5 crore to com-
mission this rail-link. Now I am all set to run
the Sealdah-Jessore passenger train. I am
only waiting for Bangladesh’s green signal.”

She added; “I would like to say salaam to
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for her co-operation. I hope the Bangladesh

government w1]1 sdon be ready to run the
passenger train. Tdday’s freight train is a
trial run for the pasSenger train which will
be flagged off scon.”

An emotionally charged Mamata said:
“The people of both countries share the same
language, same food and same life-style.
Sometimes I forget that Bangladesh is anoth-
er country.” The rail link between Petrapole
and Benapole is the fifth link between India
and Bangladesh. The other four ate Gede-
Darshana, Singabad-Rohanpur, Radhika-
pur-Biral and Karimgunge-Mahisashan.

Mamata went to Benapole in a rake at-
tached to the freight train to attend a pro-
gramme organised by the Bangladesh gov-
ernment. The programme started with the
Rabindrasangeet Aaji Bangladesher hriday
hote kokhon aaponi sung by Dwijen
Mukhopadhyay, which was followed by a

22 10N g

Sl A
ballet by Mamata Shankar and troupe.

It was an emotionaily-charged atmosphe-
re for all the guests —Bangladesh communi-
cations minister Anwar Hussein Manju,
M.A. Rahim, director-general of Bangladesh
railways and Indian envoy M.L. Tripathi.

It was also the coming together of the two ‘

Bengals. Mohammad Anwar, a resident of
Sayadpur, a frontier pocket in Jessore dis-
trict, said: “This is a historical moment. It
will develop our local economy. I have come
here to see your railway minister as I have
heard about her. I have been waiting here for
so long if she goes through Jessore Road.”
Manju said: “Keeping an eye on the heavy
pressure on Jessore Road, toad-link be-

tween India and Bangladesh, we finally de-
cided to run the frei in. The southern
portion of Bangl will benefit from the
service.



Ban gladesh mlmster keen Oﬁ%
1mpr0ved tradeXties ' With N-E

Syed Sajjad Ali
Agartala, January 12

P

BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT is set to create a
sub-regional group that will work on increasing trade
with all seven States in the North-East, the country’s
Minister for Fisheries and Animal Resources A S M
Abdur Rob told reporters here on Friday.

Rob is leading a delegation of Bangladesh liberation
war heroes, intellectuals, cultural artistes and journal-
ists at the three-day-long Muktijuddo Utsav (Freedom
Struggle Festival) that began here on Thursday. The
festival is commcmoratmg 30 years of Bangladesh’s

| independence.

Rob said Dhaka is interested in increasing econom-
ic cooperation with North-East India and countries
such as Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan. The sub-zonal
group is being created keeping in mind the need for
better trade and commerce ties in the region.

He said the Dhaka-Agartala bus service would be
flagged off soon and the Bangladesh Government
may extend the service to Kolkata.

People of Tripura would be benefited more if they
could avail of multiple visa facility, the minister said.

He shid Bangladesh had already consented and was
waiting for India Government’s decision.

He denied that rebels in the North-East had their
hideouts across the border. “I have no knowledge of
their (rebels) presence in my country. Our
Government will never allow them to carry out sub-
versive activities against a friendly neighbour like
India,” he asserted.

A S M Abdur Rob conveyed Bangladesh Prims-
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s greetings to the people ¢x
Tripura for their cooperation during Bangla’s liber: -
tion war. Before the inaugural session, the war heroe i,
delegates and Chief Minister Manik Sarkar plac( d
wreaths at the 71 War Memorial in the city. A contin-
gent of the Army’s infantry unit conducted military
rituals at the venue.

The inaugural session began at the Rabindra
Bhavan here.

Chief Minister Manik Sarkar, in his speech, stressed
on the need for better bilateral ties. He made an indi-
rect reference to the presence of extremists across the
border when he said better understanding should also
be based on a principle of not allowing destructive
forces to use each other’s soil.
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ARY 16, 2001 ;

[E ATTACK )"\

being held after an interval of 23 years. Patjolog-
ically hostile as they are to any democraticlexer-
cise, the militant outfits, including the Hizbul
Mujahideen, have not taken kindly to thd Ab-
dullah regime’s decision to hold the much-de-
layed panchayat poll and have threatened to
disrupt the process; after all, a smooth and
peaceful conduct of the exercise would mean yet
another testimony to the weakening of the dead-
ly grip these terrorist forces had managed to
have over the masses for a decade and more,
thanks to a combination of complex factors. It is,
however, a moot question whether Dr. Abdullah
should have embarked upon an admittedly chal-
lenging task at this juncture when the incipient
peace initiative is at a delicate stage.

As for the response to what undoubtedly are
brutal and highly condemnable attacks by the
terrorist groups, nothing could be more unwise
for the Centre — or the State Government —
than to buckle under pressure and be provoked
into winding down the peace process in any way.
Instead, it should push ahead undeterred and
with greater vigour its peace initiative, even
while ensuring that the security forces do not
lower the guard against possible subversive at-
tempts. The reactions of Mr. Vajpayee and the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, are un-
exceptionable; their sense of outrage against the
Srinagar episode as also their view that such at-
tacks do not make for a “‘conducive’” milieu will
be shared by all right-thinking sections of socie-
ty. One, however, wonders whether seeing them
as hard evidence of Pakistan’s unwillingness to
‘“abandon cross-border terrorism” — as Mr. Ad-
vani is inclined to do — or, for that matter, sug-
gesting the possibility of the peace process being
“affected” on account of such attacks — as Mr.
Vajpayee has done — is warranted especially
when there are quite a few positive signs on vari-
ous fronts and distinctive improvements in the
overall situation on the ground as testified to by
the Chief of the Army Staft, Gen. S. Padmanab-
han.
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THE ATTEMPT ON the Jammu and Kashmir
“hief Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullak, while he
vas participating in an official public function in
srinagar on Sunday, has quite rightly been con-
femned widely as an act of cowardice perpetrat-
»d by the foreign-inspired groups who are out to
scuttle the peace process under way even as
there is relief at his escaping harm. It is the third
major ‘conspicuous’ strike — after the Red Fort
episode and the car bomb blast outside a mil-
itary establishment in Srinagar — by such outfits
since the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s announcement of the extension of the
unilateral ceasefire till January 26. If the pro-
Pakistan Lashkar-e-Taiba, the Jamait-ul-Mujahi-
deen and Jaish-e-Mohammad had claimed
‘credit’ for the earlier attacks, now it is the Hizbul
Mujahideen that has owned up responsibility.
Such determined attacks by highly motivated, if
not brainwashed, terrorist elements — partic-
ularly the suicide squads — are only to be ex-
pected where some well-meaning political
initiatives are on, as in Jammu and Kashmir, to
restore peace and harmony, something the peo-
ple of the State have been yearning for. Real-
istically speaking, there can be no foolproof
arrangement to prevent them, as the experience
of terrorism-plagued countries worldwide would
demonstrate. But, much can be achieved by way
of bringing down their frequency and containing
the damage if only the security forces — and
their back-up systems — are vigilant and profes-
sionally competent enough.

The targeting of Dr. Abdullah has to be seen
in the context of the heightened propect of a
delegation of the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
visiting Pakistan for ‘talks’ with the militant
groups and, possibly, the military regime also;
the Hurriyat leadership, having named a five-
member team, is awaiting the Centre’s clearance
of travel documents for the persons concerned.
No less significant is that the attack came just a
day before polling was to take place in the first
phase of the Panchayat elections (January 15),
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ritory, which led to massive flooding in ten
villages on the Nepal side last monsoon.
According to government reports at the
time, 1500 villagers were rendered homeless
due the floods. , '

In 'the latest talks in Kathmandu, Nepal
asked India to construct two embankments
to protect the villages, a 7 km-long embank-
ment on the western banks and a 12 km-long
one on the eastern banks.

India partially agreed to the proposal,
acquiescing to build 2.5 km embankment on
the western side and a 7 km long embank-
ment on the eastern side.

India also asked Nepal to justify the need
for a longer embankment through further

_studies. “We will soon start the investiga-

tions as asked by the Indian side,” said Mr
Amodanand Mishra, secretary of the Joint-

Committee, and deputy director general of
Nepal’s department of irrigation. If all goes

“well, said Mr Mishra, the construction of the

embankment could begin before the year is
out.

The embankment on the Rapti is just one
of several such projects being financed by
India, according to the latest agreement.

India also agreed to fund embankment con-
struction on the Bagmati river near the town
of Gaur, where a barrage on the Indian side
has contributed to flooding since 1974.

But by far, the most important, controver-
sial project, is the Laxmanpur barrage on the

- Rapti river. Last monsoon, after the flooding

began, Nepali politicians raised a hue and

-¢cry over the unilateral construction of the

barrage by India. A Nepali' Parliamentary
team even alleged that the barrage was con-

al agree to build river checks

structed by flouting international norms.

India angrily rejected the charges. The
issue was settled in the middle of last year
when Nepali Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala visited New Delhi to thaw out the
post-Indian Airlines hijack chill in bilateral
ties. Mr-Koirala and Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee agreed to resolve:a
host of matters, including the Laxmanpur
barrage issue, and directed their officials to
hold tatks on the matter.

An Indian team that visited Nepal as a
result agreed to construct the embankments
on the Nepal side of the Rapti, soothing
many of the complaints Nepal had.

All of Nepal’s Himalayan rivers flow into
India, and the sharing of the precious

resources have often clouded relations
between the two neighbours. /
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