Probe into artist’s

7‘suicide’ In Japa

FROM SUCHANDANA GLPTA

Bhopal, July 7: Aleading mrilud
artist, who was desperain to i+
turn home and had written 1o his
wife that his emplovers had reject
" ed his appeals to come bacik, has
allegedly committed suicide in
Japan.

The Madhya Pradesh covern
ment has ordered a CID inquiry
into the death of Jangan Singh Sh-
vam, who was awarded the Shikh-
ar Samman, the highest state hon-
our for artistic excellence, ahoui a
decade ago when he was 30.

Shyam left for Japan three
months ago to work in a museum.
This was his third visit to the
country The artist’s visa expired
on June 20 and he wanted to re-
turn to his wife and three children
in Bhopal.

But his emplovers persuaded
Shyam to extend his visa by three
months so that he could complete
his paintings, earliest by July 27.

Shyam’s letters to his wife Na-
nkusiya Devi suggest that he was
under pressure. Shyan was un-
happy working for Rs 20,000 a
month. On July 3. he allegediv

hung himself from the ceiling of

his kitchen in Nigata. near Toka-
machi town. The letters are now
with the CID team., which will
soon leave for Japan. Nankusiya
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Though adeni was waorked ont
and Shyvam’s departure was fixed
for January this vear the artist
was unwilling tn go. Atter perena-
<ion, heleft in April.

Ay husband wanted o re-
furn. He called me nnee and asked
if | could send some false emer-
ceney telegrams so fhat he could
his wife and children are
"Nankusiya said.
aut that Bihari artist served
as o =pv. He would listen to oar
conversation and go to the diree-
o oi the museum to laltle, When-
cvor Shvam spoke to me, e was
seared. He said there was some-
one epvasdropping. He last called
e on Sunday” she said.

“Heowas depressed. He kept
teiling me the authorities got his
visa extended and he would have
to stav back for another month.
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Shyam
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mavhe till August. He
Also sawd thoy wdre mak-
ing him work hbhrd bur
weronot giving himgood
momnes”

Two  davs  laten
Shyam's wite was 1old
her hushand had com-
mitted swicide, The cura:
tor al the Mithila Muse-
umn, Mivoko Hasunna.
sald: “After June 27 he
{Shyam) stopped shavinge
and leoked very depressed. We
askac what was troubiing him but
lie did not say anything.”

Memorial meet

A condolence ineating was held
{iris morning under the acgeis of
Crafts Museam to mourn Shyvam's
death. Sanskriti chairman O.F
Jain. Jayva Jaitley, M.F. Husain.
Maniit Bawa, NCMA director Ra

jeov Lochan, Vivan Sundaram ane

art criric Geeta Kapur, writers
Nirmal Verma. Krishna B. Vaid.
development commissioner of
handicralle Tinu Joshiand others
paid homage {0 Shyvam’s memor:
adds our gpecial correspondent
from elhi. Artists Husain and
Bowwa and writer Verma spoke out
against the exploitation of artists.
Bawa said taking advantage of
their innocence, folk and tribal
artists are made to sign bonds.
’
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