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ISLAMABAD, MAY 30. A day after the Pakistan Chief

Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, replied to the in-
vitation extended to him by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to visit New Delhi for peace
talks, there is a sense of elation here.

It is indeed a tribute to the craftsmanship of the
Pakistan Foreign Office that there is not a single
dissenting voice on the contents of Gen. Musharraf’s
letter to Mr. Vajpayee. It is believed to have been
drafted by the Pakistan Foreign Secretary, Mr. In-
amul Haq. Even the militant and religious organisa-
tions that have been counselling Gen. Musharraf not
to respond to Mr. Vajpayee’s invitation have main-
tained a diplomatic silence.

A senior official in the Pakistan Foreign Ministry
said the dates for Gen. Musharraf’s visit would be
finalised through the diplomatic channels. “The
Chief Executive has already indicated the broad
time-frame in his interview to the BBC. It is now for
the Indian Government to indicate the convenience
of Mr. Vajpayee.”

Asked about the possibility of consultations with
the militant, religious and political parties and spec-
ulation over a round table conference, the official
dismissed the idea as ““fertile imagination of some
journalists”.

There could be informal consultations with those
concerned, if necessary. "“If the Government thinks
that such consultations are needed, they would be
held. At this juncture, the Government does not feel
the need for such a process,” he said.

The careful drafting of the reply seems to have
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done the trick vis-a-vis the har lthers and hawks.
This is evident from the reaction of the Hizbul Muja-
hideen, which had expressed seriouq reservations on
the utility of talks between India arid Pakistan.

“We are happy that Gen. Musharraf in his letter to
the Indian Prime Minister has made it a point to
mention Kashmir as the core issue between India
and Pakistan. Let the process of dialogue begin at
the bilateral level but we insist that involvement of
Kashmiris is a must for the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute to the satisfaction of all the parties. The bi-
lateral process should lead to a trilateral dialogue,”
the Hizbul spokesman, Mr. Salim Hashmi, said.

Even the hardliners are not expected to create any
major hurdle in the proposed visit of Gen. Musharraf
to New Delhi. When the Pakistani daily, The News,
approached the former ISI chief and known hardlin-
er for his reaction on the letter of the Chief Exec-
utive, his response was: “I don’t think Gen.
Musharraf will sell us out. All other outstanding is-
sues are in reality a corollary of the Kashmir issue
and once Kashmir issue is settled, all other issues
like Siachin Glacier and Wullar Barrage will auto-
matically be settled.”

There is no reaction from the Lashkar-e-Taiba, the
most militant among the Pakistan based outfits, to
the letter. There is no reference to Gen. Musharraf’s
response in the regularly updated and well-main-
tained website of the organisation. There are a num-
ber of statements attributed to its chief,
Mohammad Sayeed, dubbing the Indian i
as yet another ‘trap’ but there is not a
response of the Chief Executive acgepting the in-
vitation.
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ISLAMABAD: A landmark summit between the lead-
ers of Pakistan and India over Kashmir should be seen
as the start of a lengthy process rather than a make-or-
break shot at peace, analysts said on Wednesday.

The stage has been set for a meeting in New Delhi
sometime in June or July, the first summit between
ieaders of the nuclear rivals since early 1999. Observers
said it would be asking too much to expect Pakistani
military ruler General Musharraf and Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee to resolve any of the core differ-
ences over Kashmir in their first meeting.

Seasoned Kashmir watchers know that any move-
ment on such fundamental issues —which strike at the
heart of Indian and Pakistani national identity— will
be as slow as the glaciers in the north of the divided Hi-
malayan state.

“If the process is able to build a framework for struc-
tured dialogue that will be good. But I would see this
meeting as a process, not an event,” said Mushahid
Hussain, a former Pakistani information minister and
foreign policy analyst.

“Nobody should expect a 54-year old dispute to be
resolved overnight. That is unrealistic. But the fact that
one army head and one leader of a Hindu nationalist
party are meeting to negotiate is something special.”

Alexander Evans, a research associate and author
about Kashmir based at the Centre for Defence Stud-
ies at King’s College London, said there was a lot of no-
man’s land and precious little common ground be-
tween the Indian and Pakistani positions on Kashmir.

“India and Pakistan remain far apart — particularly
on Kashmir. A resolution of a series of other disputes,
ranging from Siachen to trade, could easily be conclud-
ed by officials,” he said.

“But Kashmir remains the challenge. India sees a so-
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game: hnalysts
lution as far off, and far away from what Pakistan seeks.
Pakistan hopes for a favourable resolution, but few,
even in Pakistan, expect that to be swift or on Pak-
istan’s terms. “As for Kashmiris, well, they don’t get
asked their opinion too often by any governments.”

He warned that both leaders were hamstrung by do-
mestic forces which opposed any compromise on
Kashmir, a fertile but largely undeveloped state which
is divided between Pakistan and India but claimed by
both.

“There are a lot of critics who don’t want to see talks
succeed,” Evans said. “On the Pakistani side, militants
and hardliners fear it could pave the way for conces-
sions from Islamabad. This, they reckon, would be an
“Indian trick”.

“On the Indian side, insufficient clarity as to what the
long-term Kashmir policy can or will be makes serious
progress difficult to foresee.”

Vajpayee’s offer of talks with Musharraf, made last
week and formally accepted by the general on Tuesday,
was a dramatic turnaround in Indian policy towards of-
ficial contact with the Pakistani leadership.

Analysts said the surprise offer of dialogue by India
should not been seen as a sign that India was ready for
any other compromises. “I do not yet see any indica-
tion of flexibility on the part of the Indians to show that
they really want to settle the core dispute of Kashmir,”
said Khalid Mahmood, a professor of political science
at the Islamabad-based Institute of Regional Studies.
“Just a couple of weeks ago the Indians were insisting
that they would hold talks only with the Kashmiri lead-
ers and not with Pakistan. Now they want to hold talks
with Pakistan minus the Kashmiri leaders. It does not

necessarily mean that there is any flexibility on the part
of the Indians.” arp)
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Whoever crafted Atal Behari Vajpayee’s urbane invite to Perve
Musharraf might well be wringing his hands. For the effect of the
politic letter was almost immediately dispelled by the less than
diplomatic finesse that marked the subsequent statements of Jaswant
Singh, Farooq Abdullah etc. Mr Vajpayee had avoided the K word
altogether — not just Kashmir, but also Kargil. He should have known
better. At a press conference on Monday, Mr Jaswant Singh laid claim
to the entire territory of PoK, besides taking pot shots at Pakistan’s
“denominational nationalism.” He was also categorical that India
would not allow a meeting between the general and the Hurriyat
Conference. Mr Abdullah too joined in the attack on the Hurriyat. A
sample of Indian generosity? This was obviously music to Abdul Sattar
and Co. Sure enough, when the missive from the general came, there
were cheeky references to India’s relations with its neighbours. The
day before, the same man had lavished praise on the Indian prime min-
ister. Not surprisingly, the letter also took the focus back to Kashmir
and “the wishes of the Kashmiri people”. What next, now that letters
have been exchanged and a tentative schedule drawn up for the
Pakistani CEO’s visit? Judging by the rhetoric on both sides, it is a hard
haul ahead. It’s almost certain that mutual differences will dog the
agenda for talks. And yet if there’s optimism, it stems from the admis-
sion on both sides — contained specifically in the letters written by the
two leaders — that the two countries share a past of mistrust.

Clearly, then, the first step should be confidence building. This is the
absolute minimum pre-condition for talks regardless of the initial
position on either side — whether that involves seeing Kashmir as the
core dispute or as part of a complex set of problems between India and
Pakistan. The most that can be expected of the first Vajpayee-Mushar-
raf one-on-one is that it will lead to a degree of rapport between the
two leaders. It would be unrealistic to expect a 53-year-old problem to
be resolved straightaway. Both confidence building and Kashmir could
be given over to the mechanism of high-powered discussion involving
nominated representatives of the two countries. Ideally this should be
done without much publicity or fanfare. The process will get a further
fillip should the two leaders reaffirm the principles of the Shimla
accord and the Lahore declaration and accept their obligations not to
resort to the use of force. Without this there can be no mutual trust or
confidence building, which is a pre-requisite for solving the Kashmir
problem. Another imperative is for both sides to avoid building up
exuberant expectations, or conversely, to make self-fulfilling prophe-
sies. Loose or bombastic talk by ministers and elected representatives
is the surest way to torpedo talks. An initiative has been launched by
the Indian prime minister with subdued hope and modest expecta-
tions. It has been responded to with a measure of constructive coopera-
tion. Care should be exercised on both sides by opinion makers and
government officials not to add to the climate of mistrust that has
plagued relations between the two countries for over half a century. /
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ummit meetings between Indian and Pakistani
leaders generate either public cynicism or hopes of
a dramatic breakthrough. Neither sentiment is
usually warranted, and can put unnecessary pressure on
the leadership of the two sides. It is critical, therefore,
that the forthcoming meeting between Pakistan’s chief
executive, General Pervez Musharraf, and the Indian
prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, is approached
with realism blended with a healthy dose of opttrhism.
India and Pakistan cannot become friends through.a sin-
gle event, but summits can help unleash a process that
can incrementally introduce steps, which could eventu
ally create the conditions for peace and stability. C
Summits of the past provide some helpful guid nes
that Mr Musharraf and Mr Vajpayee could do well to re-
flect upon. Most important, it is vital to establish a per-
sonal chemistry. If two leaders cannot trust each other, it
is difficult — no matter how great the domestic and in-
ternational imperatives — for them to arrive at areal un-
derstanding that can be shaped into agreements. The
most valuable meetings between the two countries have
been on occasions when leaders have been able to estab-
lish a personal rapport. At Shimla, in 1972, it was the per- -
sonal equation between Indira Gandhi and Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto that led to an agreement at a point when their
aides had all but given up. In the late Eighties, Rajiv
Gandhi and Ms Benazir Bhutto, youthful and willing to
move beyond stereotypes, got along so well that they had
almost worked out an agreement on the Siachen glacier.
More recently, in the Nineties, the pragmatic and busi-
ness-like Mr Nawaz Sharif was able to develop a rela-
tionship with both the liberal Mr Inder Kumar Gujral,
that led to the formation of the various India-Pakistan
working groups on bilateral contentious issues, and with
Mr Vajpayee that led to the Lahore declaration. Will Mr
Musharraf and Mr Vajpayee be able to create a close
working relationship? The events in Kargil are, of co-
urse, still fresh and, to Mr Vajpayee, Mr Musharraf may
still seem like the man who wrecked the Lahore process.
On the other hand, both of them probably realize that
this may be the last chance that they have to carve out a
fresh future for India-Pakistan relations and leave a per-
sonal imprint on the history of the Indian subcontinent.
No less important is the need for the leaders to be
aware of the vested interests and the domestic con-
stituencies within the two countries and be prepared to
carve out agreements that can strengthen the positions
of the two leaders. A Nawaz Sharif who cannot sell La-
hore to his own people cannot be much of an asset. If the
two leaders are genuinely interested in promoting peace
they must be prepared to make small but important
headways that will strengthen the peace constituencies,
and assuage the international community, without com-
promising on core issues that will weaken their domestic
support. In short, Mr Musharraf and Mr Vajpayee must
engage with the Kashmir issue knowing that no win-win

solution is likely to emerge in the future. In the mean- fHL. -
while, however, they must forge new agreements to stabi- : R N A
lize the nuclear deterrent relationship and to make war AETIr—.

less likely. And most critically, they must promise to con-
tinue talking and meeting until India-Pakistan relations

have reached a point when su mlt meetings no longer RV P
make headlines.
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has sprung a genuine sur-

prise. No one thought that he

had in mind an invitation to
Gen. Pervez Musharraf. The quick and
vielcoming response from the other side
means that we have abruptly entered into
a new phase of the subcontinent’s affairs.
The initial excitement at this develop-
ment has by now given way to second
thoughts. Speculation abounds about the
meaning and purpose of the Prime Minis-
ter's move. Some observers are baffled,
others are questioning, and many do not
know quite what to make of it. But over-
all, there is real welcome for the initiative
and keen anticipation about where it may
lead.

In Pakistan, the Foreign Minister has
expressed the view that his country’s po-
sition on the necessity for dialogue has
been vindicated. One can imagine that it
must have been galling for his side to see
its repeated call for discussions running
again and again into New Delhi’s disdain-
ful aloofness. Hence there may have been
a touch of triumphalism in the Pakistani
reaction when India suddenly did a volte
face. But it would be wrong to imply that
this was a belated policy corrective that
India was more or less obliged to under-
take. The indications are that it was a de-
liberate, unforced choice by Mr.
Vajpayee. As the shadows lengthen on his
tenure of authority, he has taken another
initiative, the bus trip to Lahore being the
previous one, to try to do something to
improve matters between India and Pa-
kistan. A personal commitment on his
part is to be seen, and he should be given
the credit he deserves.

The simultancous decision to end the
ceasefire by the security forces in Kash-
mir does not seem to have made much of
a difference on the ground. The ccasefire
had come to be seen as something of a
dead letter, for it brought little, if any, re-
lief to the public. The militants seized up-
on the opportunity it provided to
strengthen their hold,and to step up their
operations, and thé inevitable reply by
the security fogees meant that there was
little letup jmrthe strife. The peace initia-
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By Salman Haidar

Neither India nor Pakistan can push for a one-sided
agreement — there must be something for each
if any agreeent is to hold.

tive in Kashmir which is centred on Mr. K.
C. Pant will continue but it is bound to be
affected by the prospect of the Summit.
The Kashmiri parties know that their
voice will become fainter when New Del-
hi and Islamabad are in direct touch with
each other. The Hurriyat Conference
could be choosy when it was invited to
talks with Mr. Pant but there is no place
for it at the table when the two Heads
meet.

What shape can the Summit take? The
two leaders have met only fleetingly. The
bilateral atmosphere has seldom been so
fraught. Since Kargil and the military
coup in Pakistan, relations have been fro-
zen in hostility. There has been no con-
tact worth the name between
functionaries of the two sides. So the
Summit will be something of a leap into
the dark for each of the interlocutors.
They will have to size each other up, feel
the temper of the other, decide if they can
do business together. Whatever be the
declarations and plans of action that
emerge from their meeting, the critical
point will be the extent of the confidence
they can place in each other.

As they head towards their meeting, the
vast differences in their background and
position will strike any observer. Mr. Vaj-
payee leads a hydra-headed coalition that
is always threatening to fall apart. Yet he
has considerable freedom of action, espe-
cially in foreign affairs. Gen. Musharraf
sits easy on top of the pile in Pakistan yet
he may be boxed in by the consensus po-
sitions agreed by his ruling group of gen-
erals. Their personalities are also very
different, reflecting their respective ca-
reers in politics and the army. Yet oppo-
sites can attract. Mutual respect and
confidence can be generated if they find
some compatibility in their goals and
purposes.

Even if the chemistry is right and the
two wish to move ahead on the large

agenda before them, the objective situa-
tion may not permit anything much to be
done. The problem, of course, is Kashmir.
Unless some meeting ground, however
exiguous, can be found on this issue,
plans for future progress may rapidly re-
ach a dead end. Neither can push for a
one-sided arrangement — there must be
something for each of them if any agree-
ment is to hold. One assumes that both
parties will approach the meeting with
sober expectations. No final settlement,
or even a dramatic move forward, is on
the cards. Frontiers cannot be expected to
take final shape, or the LoC be converted
into an international border. Nor will
there be any dusting off of old U.N. reso-
lutions to arrange a referendum. On
Kashmir, nothing more than a cautious
inching forward may be possible.

Perhaps the most that can be aimed for
is that Pakistan should progressively re-
duce, if not wholly eliminate, its support
for the armed militancy, which would
permit the return of the bulk of the Indian
security forces to their barracks — a long-
standing Pakistani demand. In such an
arrangement, agreed either tacitly or ex-
plicitly, both sides would gain something
they have been insisting upon for years,
while the main beneficiaries would be the
people of Kashmir. Adequate monitoring
may have to be part of it. If something
along these lines is attained, it would be a
major confidence-building measure. For
Pakistan to have anything to do with such
a concept, it would need to be convinced
that it is the beginning and not the end of
the bilateral engagement. Neither side
can shy away from a long drawn process
that tries to bridge the differences be-
tween them, while giving due regard to
the sentiments of the Kashmiris.

Other possibly attainable measures in-
clude one or more border crossing points
on the LoC itself. The passage of a few
people every day from one side to the
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other will have no greater security impli-
cation than the equivalent movement
across the Wagah checkpost. It would al-
so ease the difficulties of many divided
families and have useful symbolic value.

Kashmir may dominate but it will be
only one of several subjects to be taken
up. Many people would like to see the two
sides commence work on an agreement
for nuclear risk reduction. Also, if matters
go well, the leaders can agree in principle
to revive and conclude the agreement on
disengagement in Siachen that was twice
almost in the bag. Beyond that, reduction
of the level of military preparedness all
along the LoC is not an inconceivable
goal. There are big opportunities in the
tield of trade and economic exchange, es:
pecially for Pakistan. On its part, India
seems ready to look seriously at the pro-
posed Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline,
to judge from the favourable mention it
has received from Mr. Jaswant Singh.
Many other useful decisions could flow
from a successful summit, such as resto-
ration of the Consulates in Karachi and
Mumbai, removal of onerous restrictions
on travel, easier flow of information,
curbs on propaganda — often promised,
almost never delivered. These are only a
sampler of the possibilities.

Public involvement and support for the
ideas that might emerge from the Summit
would need to be undertaken on an ex-
panded scale. A number of Indo-Pakistan
people-to-people organisations have la-
boured through the discouraging circum-
stances of the last couple of years. Their
work should receive a considerable boost
from the Summit. The ICSSR has taken a
commendable initiative to bring together
social scientists from the two countries
on the occasjon of the Summit, which can
serve a useful purpose.

The leaders will go to their meeting
with the shimmering, albeit distant, pros-
pect of peace and friendship before the
two countries. They must hope, as do so
many pcople in India and Pakistan, that
their Summit will be an important first
step in that direction.

(The writer is a former Foreign Secreny/
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EXUDING A SENSE of goodwill, Pakistan’s Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has accepted
the invitation for a summit with the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee. Yet while launching
a charm offensive to reciprocate Mr. Vajpayee’s
sentiment-laden invitation to a joint adventure of
peace and friendship, Gen. Musharraf has minced
no words too about his prescription for the means
to settle the bilateral dispute over Jammu and
Kashmir. However, the pulsating spirit of his
communication to the Prime Minister is one of
friendliness and not provocative gamesmanship.
The crux of the message concerning the Jammu
and Kashmir issue is that Pakistan’s military ruler
has not laid down any pre-condition for the “sin-
cere and candid” talks that he would “look for-
ward" to holding with Mr. Vajpayee. Now, official
India and Pakistan will obviously tend to differ on
the diplomatic connotations of these two catch-
phrases regarding each other’s sincerity of pur-
pose and candid disposition. More importantly,
the prospective summit will be the best forum for
the two sides to address the implications of Gen.
Musharraf’s stated preference for a solution “in
accordance with the wishes of the Kashmiri peo-
ple”. The political leaders on both sides will be
well advised to refrain from obstructionist public
discourses on the explicit meaning of this formu-
lation or even the possible suspicions about its
hidden agenda. Obviously, there are several ways
in which the “wishes of the Kashmiri people”
could be ascertained, and the objective reality at
this moment is that Gen. Musharraf has called
neither for a format of tripartite talks, involving
India and Pakistan as also the ‘Kashmiri groups’,
nor a plebiscite under the now irrelevant U.N.
resolutions on this issue. It is no less a matter of
new nuance, too, that Pakistan has now referred
to the need to know the “‘wishes of the Kashmiri
people” in regard to a problem concerning the
entire State of Jarimu and Kashmir. It might be
more than a gdestion of mere nomenclature that
Gen. Mugharraf has spoken about the totality of
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Jammu and Kashmir as against Islamabad’s past
practice of seeking to ‘champion’ the cause of
‘Kashmiri Muslims’ in some apparent exclusive-
ness.

The totality of Pakistan’s latest response does
not negate Mr. Vajpayee's preference for a “com-
posite dialogue”. While harping on the Jammu
and Kashmir issue as “the root cause of tension”
between India and Pakistan, Gen. Musharraf ap-
pears willing to discuss “‘all other outstanding is-
sues... as well”. A pledge of this magnitude is
matched by an effort to reciprocate Mr. Vaj-
payee’s earlier reaffirmation of his belief that a
stable and prosperous Pakistan is in India’s na-
tional interest. Islamabad’s “wish” is to "‘see a
stable and prosperous India at peace with its
neighbours”. It will be foolish in the present con-
text to read into this any implicit criticism of India
for not having been a peaceable neighbour.

The new political momentum on the bilateral
front, generated by the exchange of careful com-
munications at the highest level, should facilitate
the preparations for a cordial summit. The chal-
lenges before the two leaders cannot be exagger-
ated, but it will be a tragedy if any pre-summit
posturings by them or by others were to make a
travesty of this exercise. From the incursion into
Jammu and Kashmir in the late 1940s at the time
of the Partition to the Kargil crisis in 1999 and
beyond, the history of bilateral ties is replete with
perceived instances of betrayal and missed op-
portunities. If the current initiative is not to col-
lapse, the mandarins of India and Pakistan should
resist the temptation to raise the maximalist rhet-
oric to a crescendo ahead of the summit that
could take place in June or July. Unseemly indeed
was the shadow war of words that the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, and his Indian
counterpart, Mr. Jaswant Singh, have waged just
now while answering media queries. In the proc-
ess, their stated respect for friendly atmospheriy

was nearly lost. .



| HURRIYAT
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{ Therefore, keeping the APHC
off track from  Gen
Musharraf’s . schedule s
becoming quite a problem for
| South Block. Handling a
request for a meeting from the
APHC would not be a problem.
. Difficulties would arise if the
request was to come from the

Pakistan chief executive

himself. ’ :
| Officials of the external affairs

ministry and the home

ministry said Gen Musharrafs
engagements in India would be
| controlled by the government.

It is part of the protocol that
whenever a visitor comes, the
host country chalks out his/her
schedule and all engagements
are to be cleared by the host
country.

. The APHC chairman, Prof |

| Abdu! Ghani Bhatt, told The
Statesman from Srinagar
) that the Hurriyat leaders were
| not keen to participate in the
| summit meeting between the
| heads of the two sovereign
countries.
i He, however, said that they
\ would certainly try to meet
‘ Gen Musharraf “separately”
1 during his visit to Delhi this
tlme, “unless the government
\ becomes a hurdle in the
way”.
i Prof Bhatt said a meeting
| with Gen Musharraf would
| help open ‘the doors of
understanding in future.
. He, however, said the APHC
. had not put in any request
| with either South Block or the
\ Pakistan High Commission so

| Asked if Gen Musharraf
would like to meet them, Prof
i Bhatt said it would be for the
| General to consider that.
Senior BJP leaders have
| also expressed their
; reservations  about  the
! Hurriyat leaders’ plan to
, meet Gen Musharraf.
! Unsure of Mr Vajpayee’s
| reaction on this issue, they are
\' tight-lipped at the moment. Mr
\ Vajpayee had said the
! Hurriyat leaders should first
! speak to the chief negotiator,
: Mr KC Pant, a suggestion
 which the APHC has turned
down.
These party leaders have no
' clue about Mr Vajpayee’s next
| move as developments are
’ taking place at a fast pace.
' None in the party expected the
! Prime Minister to extend an
' invitation to Gen Musharraf.
' The bottom line in the BJP is :
- Leave things to the Prime
Minister’s Office. _ P

i
i

\
|
i
|

Musharraf’s

reply pleases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA %\ \

NEW DELHI, May 30. - Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee today
said he was satisfied with Gen-
eral Pervez Musharrafs re-
sponse to his invitation for
talks and dates for his New Del-
hi visit would be finalised soon.

“I am satisfied with his reply,”
Mr Vajpayee said in Manali be-
fore returning to Delhi after a
week-long sojourn there. Gen
Musharraf's acceptance letter
was formally handed over to
New Delhi yesterday.

Asked if he would send a re-
sponse to Gen Musharraf’s let-
ter, Mr Vajpayee said “the time
for correspondence is over. Now
the meeting will take place.”
Hurriyat rejects PM offer:
The Hurriyat Conference today
| rejected Mr Vajpayee’s advice
‘[ of holding talks with the Cen-

tre’s interlocutor, Mr KC Pant,
\ a report from Srinagar says.
| Reacting to Mr Pant’s visit to

i the state, Prof Bhatt said: “He is
] fishing in a desert and the gov-
| ernment is trying to build
bridges over non-existent rivers”.
The Hurriyat Conference
chairman said Mr Vajpayee
was “a man with vision” and
hoped the Centre would keep in
mind the vulnerable position of
Kashmir before deciding on a
policy for permanent solution
© to the problem.

Pant in Ladakh: Mr KC Pant
today said he had received sev-
eral demands for Union Territo-
ry status for the frontier region
of Ladakh.

“During my visit to Ladakh, I
received several memoranda for
Union Temtory status for the
region,” he said, adds a report
from Srinagar.

Mr Pant was greeted in Leh
with a demonstration demand-
ing its separation from J&K
and an Union Territory status
for the region.

Shops and business remained
- closed and the entire region
- wore a deserted look.

" A'memorandum signed by 19
organisations was handed over

to Mr Pant demanding Union
V' Territory status. Mr Pant later
said the protests were peaceful.
During his four-hour stay, Mr
Pant met representatives of the
Ladakh Buddhist Association,
the National Conference, Con-
gress, BJP and various other
groups besides the LAHDC.
Meeting with Shah cancelled:
Mr Pant’s scheduled meeting
with former state chief minis-
ter and Awami National Con-
ference president, Mr GM
Shah, could not be held as Mr
Pant was unable to reach in
time from Leh.

Pandits meet Pant:A three-
member delegation of Panun
Kashmir, an organisation of
Kashmiri Pandits, today met
Mr Pant in Srinagar and press-
ed their demand for a separate
homeland with Union Territory
status within the Kashmir val-
ley. The delegation told Mr
Pant that any attempt to take
back Kashmiri Pandit mi-
grants to the “same suppres-
sive conditions” would be futile.
Kashmir violence: Six mili-
tants were among ten people
killed since last night in J&K.
A major tragedy was averted in
Phulwama district with timely
detection of a powerful expl-

osive, an official spokesman sa- .

id today.

Two security personnel were
killed and another was criti-
cally wounded in a gunbattle
following attempts to flush out
militants holed up in a mosque
at Shopian in South Kashmir
today. A joint party of special
operations group of local police
and Army moved to Khadwara
village in Shopian this morning
following specific information
about the militants’ presence
there, officials said.

The militants opened fire at
the search party killing a SPO,
Abdul Rashid, and an Army
personnel besides critically
init(;iring a jawan, the sources
said.

B Musharraf six months late
in homecoming: page 8

quayee

Hurriyat
may prove
to be a
ticklish 1ssue

SUDESH K VERMA & BULA DEVI
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 30. - A
ticklish problem which may
arise in connection with the
summit meeting between Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf and Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee is the
possibility of a polite diplomat-
ic request from the General
himself, or the Pakistan High
Commission here, to have a
meeting with the leaders of All
Parties Hurriyat Conference.
In apprehension, the South
Block mandarins are trying to
put their heads together to find
out ways to overcome such an
emergency situation. Official-
ly, they are playing it down.
New Delhi would not take such
a suggestion from Islamabad
very kindly, India has already
clarified that a Hurriyat-Mush-
arraf meet is a “non-issue”,

The external affairs minister,
Mr Jaswant Singh said in no
uncertain or unambiguous
terms that Gen Musharraf's vis-
it to India is “on Mr Vajpayee's
invitation and he will come to
meet the Prime Minister”.

The government’s message to
the Pakistan CEO and the
APHC is clear - there is no
room for “these additionalities”

" during the summit meeting.

But can the government say
“no” if the request comes from
Islamabad? Afterall, the gov-
ernment was not really ecstat-
ic when. the German foreign
minister, Mr Joschka Fischer,
met the Narmada Bachhao An-
dolan activists during his visit
to India.

N See HURRIYAT page 8
e e
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SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2001

~-MUSHARRAF CHARTS A PATH TO AGRA

THE HIGH STAKES of summit diplomacy have
impelled Pakistan’s President and Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to try and steer
away from apparent craters as he explores an
uncharted terrain before his scheduled meeting
with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, in Agra next month. This should explain
the clarification by Pakistan’s officials that Gen.
Musharraf does not subscribe to the theory that
India’s invitation to him for the proposed bilat-
eral summit was determined by the U.S. pres-
sure on New Delhi to settle its disputes with
Islamabad at this stage. It is quite immaterial
whether the clarification is in response to New
Delhi’s stinging rebuttal of some earlier reports
from Pakistan that its sole leader saw an Amer-
ican sleight of hand behind Mr. Vajpayee’s cur-
rent initiative for a definitive detente with
Pakistan. Now, even prior to this storm in a tea
cup on the India-Pakistan front, it was indeed
clear that the U.S. had played no proactive role
of exerting pressure on New Delhi to call Isla-
mabad for direct talks at the highest level at this
time, So, a prime reality relevant to the prospec-
tive summit in Agra is that the Musharraf ad-
ministration simply wants to dispel any
impressions which might only endanger a mu-
tual spirit of goodwill during the delicate run-
up. Moreover, Gen. Musharraf seems to be con-
scious of the subdued but substantive
scepticism within Pakistan that he is but a
stranger to international diplomacy of the kind
required to engage India. While this may also
account for his eagerness to sustain a certain
upbeat mood of flexibility, he is no less keen to
appear firm too.

Having brought all levers of Pakistan'’s exec-
utive and legislative powers under his absolute
control very recently, Gen. Musharraf has not
only startled large sections of the international
community but also many of his compatriots. It
is in this context that his latest consultations
with Pakistan’s military establishment and civil-
ian-political ‘leadership’ on the India-Pakistan

differences acquire a rare degree of importance.
A faction that is believed to owe allegiance to
Mr. Nawaz Sharif, who was toppled by Gen.
Musharraf in a bloodless coup in October 1999,
was not invited to participate in the latest con-
fabulations on the imminent Agra summit. In
contrast, Ms. Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s
Party, which is active abroad in seeking to unfurl
a flag of rebellion against Gen. Musharraf’s rule
in Islamabad, does not wish to associate itself
with his current political gestures towards India
in any manner. As a result, Gen. Musharraf’s
consultative preparations at home for the pro-
posed talks with Mr. Vajpayee have certainly not
set the Indus on fire. XO

In a different but equally imp((}ﬁ\a’n se,
though, Gen. Musharraf has secured a proad
pre-summit ‘mandate’ from his military and ci-
vilian interlocutors inside Pakistan, where he
faces no conspicuous resistance at this moment.
Armed with this general ‘mandate’, he hopes to
assess Mr. Vajpayee’s priorities for peace with
Pakistan as also the Indian leader’s options over
the Kashmir dispute in particular. As a conse-
quence, many ideas are being bandied about in
public discourses in Pakistan and, of course, In-
dia. Yet, official Pakistan (as also India) will do
well to follow a prudent course of managing the
present bilateral expectations by simply brush-
ing aside the temptation to turn the public spot-
light on one or more sets of ideas in the name of
idealism or even pragmatism. For Pakistan, a
particularly emotive issue is whether or not the
leaders of the All Party Hurriyat Conference, an
umbrella conglomerate of ‘Kashmiri’ groups,
should brief Gen. Musharraf before he meets
Mr. Vajpayee. A simple standard of stateman-
ship is that both New Delhi, which seems ob-
sessed with the notion of keeping the Hurriyat
out of the India-Pakistan spectrum, and Pakis-
tan, which appears insistent on engaging the
APHC somehow, should not allow thi§ issue to
cloud the bilateral ambience at tfis sensitive
juncture of fragile hopes.



“The strategy is missing

I'd
India- and Pakistmr settling down for th‘ﬁirst heads of

state meeting after Chief Executive General Pervez

Musharraf assumed er in Islamabad. The rhetoric is
not that strident any more\with both governments keen to
ensure a first meeting witholit any controversy. But the Gov-
ernment of India has begun to appear a little shaky about the
talks. Minister of external affairs and defence Jaswant Singh
was unable to convince journalists at a two-hour press confer-
ence as to why the government had decided to change track
and invite Gen. Musharraf for talks. What single incident or
assessment had been responsible for the change of policy?
Mr Jaswant Singh remained evasive throughout, merely main-
taining that the atmosphere had changed. He was unable to
state what exactly had contributed to changing the atmosphere
and there the press conference remained stuck. At the same
time while he said he did not want to get involved in con-
tentious issues before the Chief Executive’s visit he had to
state that the bottom line for the government insofar as Jammu
and Kashmir was concerned is that it was an integral part of
India. He could have said little else, particularly as the hardlin-
ers in his own party and parivar are very worried about the
outcome of these talks. Reports in the media seem to suggest
that US President George. W. Bush in his letter to Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee made it very clear that he would
like the talks to begin without delay. Mr Jaswant Singh, in
response to a question, insisted that Delhi would not be pres-
surised by Washington on these issues but the complete change
in position without a proper explanation from the government
appears to suggest that the decision was prompted by external,
rather than internal, influences. The government is finding it
very difficult as a result to evolve a Kashmir policy. Torn
between pressures from the US and its own hardliners Prime
Minister Vajpayee has not been able to give a credible format
to his peace initiative. For the question obviously arises that if
Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of India then why the
government is so keen to talk to Pakistan. The Prime Minister
in his letter to Gen. Musharraf, spoke of a composite dialogue
while specifically mentioning Jammu and Kashmir as one of
the issues for discussion. The invitation is very welcome but it
is time now for the government to get its act together at least by
the time the two leaders meet. India needs to speak in. one
voice, to be clear and decisive about what it wants and where it
wants to go, to evolve a strategy to deal with the internal and
external issues arising out of the dialogue and to take the peace
process forward and not backwards. At the same time it has to
respect the resolution of Parliament and the people of India,
including the Kashmiris. Pakistan has a one-point agenda: give
us Kashmir. And it will be quite happy with any solution that
makes India lose Kashmir. Delhi, on the other hand, has to pre-
serve national interest and has to accommodate several strains
of thought that have always complicated at one level, and at
another strengthened this democracy. Unfortunately the gov-
ernment does not seem to have applied its mind to evolving a
forward looking strategy. This requires hard thought and clear
cut talk which the government is capable of doing, provided it
clears the cobwebs of the past and the confusion of the present.
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‘ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

!‘ NEW DELHI, May 29. — When

i General Pervez Musharraf
comes visiting, a key issue to be
raised is the Line of Control,
and amending it to make more
geo-synchronous sense before

| agreeing to convert it into in-

ternational border. As it stands
today, the LoC is based on the

1948 ceasefire line. It's not de-

marcated along well-defined

geographical features such as
mountains or rivers, making it
difficult for the Armies of both
countries to defend.

Despite the wars of 1965 and

i 1971, and, more recently, the

| Kargil intrusions, the LoC has
remained vaguely defined. At
some places, even villages have

t been divided into two, making

| simple government work like

: revenue collection difficult.

VISA EXTENSION FOR PAK POET

NEW DELHI, May 29. — After running from pillar to post,
! seeking asylum in India, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s favourite
% Pakistani poet, Aftab Hussain, today got his stay extended till

31 July.
| Union home ministry sources said: “After Pakistani writer
| Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Bangladeshi writer Daud Haider, he was
. the third poet, who was granted extension of visa.”
| Hussain, targeted by the Pakistani military for publishing Mr
‘Vajpayee’s poems, fled to India after the Musharraf adminis-
| tration reportedly wanted him to declare that Mr Nawaz Sharif
! had ordered him to publish the compendium. - SNS

S

During the 1971 war (a winter
war), areas beyond Kargil town
were almost impossible to be
demarcated. So Army officers of
both sides got together and
worked out points exactly mid-
way between their positions an-
d marked them off, leaving ma-
ny grey, undefined areas.

A better demarcation of the

LoC and the grey areas around
the northern outposts would a
major step forward. If both the
Armies are engaged in a joint
exercise to demarcate the bor-
der, it would have a salutary ef-
fect on the local population that
has coped with the hostilities of
the past 53 years.

While the exercise would in-

volve each country giving up
some territory here to gain
some elsewhere, analysts sug-
gest it's the only workable long-
term solution. “After all, how
long is India going to say that
Kashmir is an integral part of
India that legally acceded to it,
and Pakistan going to deny
that, saying as a Muslim-ma-
jority state, Kashmir can't go
with India?” a senior official
said. “India is not going to give
up what it holds and neither
will Pakistan, so if they agree
to talk, there must be some
middle ground.”

Both the sides have to show a
“ittle flexibility” at the sum-
mit, and since Gen Musharraf
has indicated he is open to sug-
gestions to resolve the “core™is-
sue of Kashmir, the proposal
for border demarcation would
almost cM raised.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

( NEW DELHI, May 29. — Gen-

eral Pervez Musharraf has for-

J mally accepted the Prime Min-

\ ister’s invitation to visit India
for a summit.

\ In his letter to Mr Atal Behari

|
[
|
|
!
[
|
|
!

" Vajpayee, the Pakistan Chief
| Executive said he was looking
1 forward to “sincere and candid”
| talks to resolve the Kashmir is-
i sue according to the wishes of
{| the Kashmiri people.
The letter was handed over to
) the foreign secretary, Mrs Cho-
kila Iyer, by the Pakistan high
commissioner today.
“Pakistan has always sought
| to establish tension-free and co-
operative relations with India
so that our peoples may be able
to devote their resources and
energies to the task of econom-
ic and social development,” Gen
Musharraf wrote.

While Mr Vajpayee had sent
his invitation to Gen Mushar-
raf 48 hours after
decision was
Pakistan

ef Executive took

four days to re-
spond.

Mr Vajpayee
in his letter
didn’t make
any reference to
contentious is-
sues including
cross-border
terrorism, but
Gen Musharraf
said in no un-
ambiguous
terms that “root
cause of tensio-
n” between the
two countries

General Pervez Musharraf

" Musharraf accepts
yee mvﬂuhon

SIS F/W\

¢

Kashmiri people.
“We are ready
to discuss all
other outstand-
ing issues be-
tween our two
countries as
well.”

He said: “At the
beginning of the
new century, our
two countries
must do their ut-
most to over-

of distrust and
hostility, in or-

is the Kashmir
“dispute”.
While the Prime Minister
talked about addressing “all
outstanding issues including
J&K”, Gen Musharraf first
mentioned J&K and then talked
about holding discussions on
other outstanding issues.
“I, therefore, look forward to
sincere and candid discussion
with you to resolve the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir in accord-
ance with the wishes of the

der to build a
bright future for our peoples”.

Mr Vajpayee’s letter had said:
“For the welfare of our peoples
there is no other recourse but a
pursuit of the path of reconcili-
ation, of engaging in productive
dialogue and by building trust
and confidence.”

Stating he was accepting Mr
Vajpayee’s invitation to him
and his wife “with great pleas-
ure”, Gen Musharraf said: “We
wish to see a stable and pros-

' come the legacy,

perous In 'a at peace with its
neighbourg”. The Prime Min- -
ster had thentioned India’s de-
sire to seq a “stable, secure and
prosperous Pakistan” which is
in India’s “interest”.

An external affairs ministry
spokesman said: “We’re glad
that the Chief Executive of
Pakistan has very kindly accep-
ted Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s invitation to him to
visit India.” Dates for the visit
will be finalised through mutu-
al consultations, he said.

Official sources said the Paki-
stan high commissioner, Mr
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, “verbal-
ly” suggested some dates when
he met Mrs Iyer, UNI adds.

Earlier reports from Islama-
bad quoted Gen Musharraf as
having told the BBC last night
that he had proposed some
dates for the summit. “We're
proposing any dates after the
20th, 25th, end of June or early

‘next month. “I'm available as

soon as we arrive at a mutuall
convenient date,” Gen M r-
raf reportedly said. :
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An experiment in Kargil shows how the army can win over the people in Kashmir

door conference was held at the Army

Training Command Centre in Shimla.
Its purpose was to discuss the future role
of the Indian army in a nuclearised mili-
tary environment, and to frame issues
for discussion at various command
headquarters before preparing a blue-
print for the futurg, A key question was
whether the possession of nuclear
weapons had made conventional high-
intensity conflict obsolete.

The Kargil war answered this question
within six months. It showed that the
possession of nuclear weapons did not
rule out conventional high-intensity con-
flict. It also showed that it was exceeding-
ly difficult for the same troops and the
same command structure to fight both
kinds of war. As a result, the government
split the two functions.

Recognising that the XV Corps, which
was headquartered in Srinagar, would of
necessity have to spend much of its time
fighting a low-intensity war, a second
corps, the XIV Corps, headquartered in
Leh, was created to deal with the Kargil
and Siachen sectors and to man the Line
of Actual Control with China. Needless
to say, this corps was devoted almost
entirely to conventional, high- mtenslty
conflict.

But what followed in the 12 months
after XIV Corps became operational was
something no one could have foreseen.
Not only has it had to come to terms with
incipient militancy, but in doing so it
has created a model of cooperation with
civil authority — both the politicians ahd
the administration — that promises
to become a model for territorial consoli-
dation and nation-building throughout
the country.

That militancy had made some inroads
into Kargil had become apparent during

IN NOVEMBER 1998, a small closed-

- the war itself. But far more disturbing

was the realisation that villagers in the
valleys below the LoC had known that
there were groups of armed men moving
around on the ridges for the previous
three months. But not one had considered
it necessary to inform the army until
finally a lone Buddhist shepherd did so in
early May. It thus became clear that while
militancy might not have actually taken
root in Kargil, the precondition for it —
alienation from the government and the
State — was already far advanced.

When the new corps commander, Gen-
eral Arjun Ray, took over, he faced the
need to secure his rear before he could
concentrate on his forv&;ard defences. It
was here that he depasrted from estab-
lished practice. Realising that alienation
was very different from active militancy,
he decided to target not militants but the
causes of militancy.

The difference between the two
approaches is profound. The former
looks upon the population with suspi-

Put faith 1n trust

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

FRUITS OF FRIENDSHIP: Army-civilian interaction in Srinagar

cion, and seeks, by a variety of means, to
identify and isolate, if not eliminate, mil-
itants. That is what the security forces
have been doing in Kashmir and earlier
in Punjab. The latter assumes that the
people are, if not with the government, at
least capable of being won over. The job of
the security forces, therefore, becomes
one of reducing the distance between

them and the State andnrakog them its

beneficiaries and ult‘'mately supporters.

With this in min 4, Ray launched an
ambitious outreach :programme, Sadbha-
vana, to enable the sirmy to win the trust
of the people. Elem ents of Sadbhavana
have been in existe nce almost since the
insurgency in Kas;shmir began. Army
detachments have frequently provided
medical assistanc:e, repaired school
buildings, restore:d power lines and
repaired bridges arid roads at the request
of the villagers in the areas where they
have been station ed. But these efforts
have been sporad;ic and scattered prod-
ucts of individual. initiative at the com-
pany or battalion commander level.

This was the fir:st time that the organi-
sational, medical, engineering, transport
and educational ¢xpertise of an entire
army corps was pt 1t at the disposal of the
people, not to conibat an emergency or
natural disaster, but to promote their
social and human development. And all
this was done without jeopardising its
primary function of training and deploy-
ment for high-intensity conflict.

Under this progyamme, 46,400 persons
have received medical treatment at field,
command and <central hospitals all the
way till the Post-Graduate Medical Insti-
tute at Chandigarh; Incidentally, the total

H

population of Kargil is 127,000.

The army has set up 16 primary
schools and is setting up 16 more. These
will teach over 4,000 children. The num-
ber will increase as senior classes are
added. Each of the scHools had six com-
puters and dedicated software to teach
the children English and computer skills
written in Urdu.

There are six vocational tramxng cen-
tres where 500 girls are receiving training
in knitting, sewing dresses, carpet mak-
ing, computer skills and continuing edu-
cation till class 12. Two centres have been
set up for the mentally challenged. In an
attempt to inject cash into the economy,
the army is procuring 44 per cent of its
vegetables, milk and eggs from local co-
operatives that it has helped to set up.

It has launched a recruitment drive to
increase the proportion of Muslims in
the Ladakh scouts from 8 to 30 per cent.
Perhaps most dramatic has been its suc-
cess in saving over 220,000 apricot trees
from dying because of a four-year-long
drought in the district.

With government generators having
broken down and pumps to draw water
from the river on their last legs, the army
rushed in pumps and generators of
its own and managed to water the trees
in time. Much of this year’s apricot
crop has been lost, but the invaluable
trees, which are 25 to 50 years old, have
been saved.

The impact that Sadbhavana has had
on relations between the people and the
army is difficult for those who have
not visited these facilities to grasp. Thir-
ty-five years of hearing politicians
announce brave new programmes of

“»

miraculous social uplift, only to see them
die ignominious deaths, has left me a
confirmed sceptic. ,

But in Kargil two small indicators told
me a different tale. In an ultra-conserva-
tive, predominantly Shia society, not one
parent, Agha or maulvi, had objected to
girls going out to schools to study. What is
even more significant, although most of
the schools are in military areas, no one
harboured any misgivings about sending
adolescent girls into such an alien and
predominantly male environment.

Where has this trust sprung from? The
answer boils down to one word: trust.
The army has one ingredient that civil
administration in India lost long ago.
This is adcountability for work it promis-
es to do. When a senior officer tells his
subordinate to provide a pump or genera-
tor, or repair a phone line within a speci-

fied period, people know that his orders **

will be obeyed. What is more, they will
not have to bribe or wheedle or cajole
to see it happen.

In civil administration, the very CONse
cept of being held accountable for work
done has ceased to exist. In the absenc,
of accountability, corruption and ext of
tion have flourished. For the peoj
therefore, the State had gradually beq e
a predator, and therefore a hostile e,,ge A
to be shunned. San &

It is obvious that lack of accounts g CtI(
is not confined to Kargil, but is the;
most of India. Sadbhavana has; 15,
one way in which this can be got: «datq,
But it also raises almost as ma-

R

“tions? I¥ the army takes over the func-
tions of the executive, will it not further
de-legitimise the government? If so, what
will happen to democracy?

The answer that XIV Corps has found
is to work as closely as possible with
the political representatives of the
area, the district administration, key pri-
vate organisations (in the case of Kargil,
religious ones) like the Anjuman-i-
Islamiyya, and the Khomeini Trust, and
the people of the affected area. Whenever
possible, it has sought the sanction, and
obtained the equipment and finances
from the civil authority.

Only when the problem has been
urgent and the civil authority too remote
for immediate consultation, has it acted
entirely on its own. It has thus seen its
role as being that of a facilitator rather
than an initiator. This is a model that
should be extended to other insurgency
prone areas, including, above all, in the
Kashmir Valley. It can also be extended
to states and districts where the adminis:
tration has, for one reason or another,
broken down.

Finally, it needs to be extended to areas
where militancy has been suppressed but
civilian government is either moripund
or incapable of reforming itself/Once
again, Kashmir springs to mind

JALL... | Khushwant Singh
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_Peace Pervez roots for Kashmir

We wish to see a stable and prosperous India at

Four sets ot}
dates for talks /

FROMPRANAY SHARMA IN
NEW DELHIAND IDREES
BAKHTIAR IN ISLAMABAD

New Delhi, May 29: Pakistan’s
chief executive Pervez
Musharraf today formally ac-
cepted Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’sinvitation to
come to Delhi for talks, but
made it clear that Kashmir
was “the root cause of ten-
sion” between the two sides
and he was looking forward to
“sincere and candid” discus-
sions to resolve it “in accor-
dance with the wishes of the
Kashmiri people”.

That Kashmir will play a cru-
cial part in his poposed discus-
sion with Vajpayee was indicat-
ed by Musharraf in an interview
with the BBC last night. He said
that while he was willing to show
flexibility to find a solution to the
Kashmir dispute, he was not yet
ready to appeal to Pakistan-
based mujahideen to halt their
operations.

From the hill resort of Manali
where he is vacationing, Vajpayee
said India did not consider the Ka-
shmir issue a religious one and
was in favour of a political solu-
tion. He reiterated that the invita-
tion to Musharraf should not be
seen as a “weakness” on Delhi’s
part, but should be viewed as a
demonstration of self-confidence.

In his letter to Musharraf last
week, Vajpayee had said India
wanted to see “a stable, secure and
prosperous” Pakistan. The Pak-
istani general did one better on
the Indian Prime Minister.

“We wish to see a stable and
prosperous India at peace with its
neighbours,” Musharraf said in
his letter.

The acceptance letter was
handed over, by Pakistan high
commissioner Ashraf Jehangir

Qazi to Indian foreign secr tary
Chokila Iyer this afternook in

South Block. In his letter, Mushar-

raf also suggested four sets of
dates— June 20, June 25, end June
or early July. Foreign ministry
spokesman R.S. Jassal who expre-
ssed India’s happiness at Mushar-
raf’s acceptance, said the dates of
the summit will depend on the
convenience of the two sides.

Like Vajpayee, who sought to
reassure Musharraf that Delhi
bore no ill-will towards Islamabad
and wanted to work together with
it to tackle poverty and restore
peace and prosperity in the re-
gion, the Pakistani chief execu-
tive, too, tried to underline his
regime’s attitude towards India.

“Pakistan has always sought
to establish tension-free and coop-
erative relations with India so
that our peoples may be able to de-
vote theéir resources and energies
to the task of economic and social
development,” Musharraf said.

He, however, made it clear that
the Kashmir dispute was stand-
ing in the way of normalising re-
lations, though he expressed his
willingness to discuss all other
“outstanding issues” with Vajpay-
ee, “At the beginning of the new
century, our two countries must
do their utmost to overcome the
legacy of distrust and hostility, in
order to build a bright future for
our peoples.”

Earlier, Vajpayee described his
invitation to Musharraf asa “new
initiative”. He clarified that India
has never said it willnot talk to a
military regime in Pakistan as
the neighbouring couniry has
had military rulers for long peri-
ods of time.

But hinting that Kashmir re-
mains an integral part of India
and its problem should be dealt in-
ternally, the Prime Minister sug-
gested that the Hurriyat leaders

peace with its neighbours. Musharraf

[ B

should first talk with the govern-
ment’s special envoy on Kashmir,
K.C. Pant, before meeting others.

His reference was obviously toa .

meeting between the Kashmiri
leaders and Musharraf. }
Vajpayee argued that the Hur-
riyat leaders were released from
jail last year specifically for enter-
ing into a dialogue with the gov-
ernment and finding a political
solution to the Kashmir problem.
Though he made light of the
situation by saying “Doosron ki
bari baad mein aayegi (others will
get their turn later),” the possibil-
ity of Musharraf meeting Hurriy-
atleaders here has worried the In-
dian establishment. Yesterday,

Now Delhi

free and

social

The root
countsies
dispute. 1,

Hig Excollency My. A.B. Vajpayse,
Prime Minisier of the Republic of India,
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foreign minister Jaswant Singh
termed it a “non-issue”. But the
fact remains there is little that
Delhi can do, without obviously
drawing adverse publicity; to stop
the proposed meeting.

The Indian government had to
face a similar dilemma in 1997,
when then Pakistan President Fa-
rooq Leghari came to Delhi for the
NAM summit and met Kashmiri
leadersat the Pakistani high com-
mission.

Visiting heads of state or gov-
ernment have an official and an
unofficial set of programmes
while in the host country but,
more often than not, the visitors
try to avoid embarrassing their

o

hosts. During Vajpayee’s visit to
Lahore in February 1999, the
Prime Minister had avoided a
meeting with Benazir Bhutto,
though she was keen on it.

Musharraf, however, is com-
ing here with an agenda and Pak-
istan has put a meeting with
Kashmiri leaders on it. Though
Singh had hinted that Delhi will
not be happy if he meets Hurriyat
leaders, it remains to be seen how
Musharraf responds.

In his interview with the BBC,
Musharraf said: “If both sides
come to the negotiating table with
open minds, then I think there
should be no hurdle in the settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute.” He

N
¥

welcomed the Indian govern-
ment’s decision to invite him and
showered praise on Vajpayee for
taking the “courageous decision”,
saying he deserves to be congratu-
lated for showing true statesman-
like qualities.

“T am glad over this Indian
move but I am more pleased over
India’s realisation that dialogue is
the only way to find a solution to
the problems.”

Musharraf also said he would
like to visit his old home in Delhi.
“Iwould like to, if afforded the op-
portunity. It is not a primary issue
but, if I get an opportunity, I

would like to go and see it,” he sai
during the interview.

>
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urrlyat mvolvement
a'hon-issue: India’l’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28. The Kashmir
issue is an internal affair and the
involvement of the Hurriyat Con-
ference during the coming Indo-
Pak. summit is a ‘“‘non-issue”, In-
dia reiterated here today.

Asked to comment on the refer-
ences to Kashmir during the
meeting of Foreign Ministers be-
longing to the Organisation of Is-
lamic Countries (OIC) in Mali, the
Ministry of External Affairs spo-
kesperson said India had ““dismis-
sed interventionist approaches
into our internal affairs”.

She was replying to a question

" on the demand reportedly made

at the OIC meet that a special rep-
resentative of the organisation be
allowed to participate in the dis-
cussions on Kashmir.

She confirmed that India had
officially conveyed to Pakistan,
both in Islamabad and New Del-
hi, its reservations over the Hurri-
yat'’s involvement during the
summit. Pakistan, she said, had
“taken note of our position.” She
added that the Hurriyat had un-
fettered access to hold talks and
present its views before the desig-

nated Government representa-
tives.
Referring to the proposal of the

Pakistan-based Jamaat Uelame

Islami's Maulana Fazlur Rehman
that militants as well as the Indian
security forces should cease fire
till the summit, she said India had
called for the cessation of activ-
ities related to terrorism across
the Line of Control (LoC).

The Maulana, in a recent press
conference, described the visit of
the Pakistan President, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, to India as a “‘sen-
sitive step towards a peaceful
solution of the dispute of Kash-
mir’”’.

To a question on the prepara-
tions for the summit, she said that

n “advance team’’ was arriving
from Islamabad next week to fi-
nalise arrangements for security,
protocol and external publicity.

Asked if the Hurriyat leaders
were invited at the reception, she
expressed confidence that ‘‘the
Pakistani High Commission will
take into consideration our views
on the issue”.

“Normally it is not a practice to
inform about the guest list, but in
this case they know our views''.

-
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A question of Kashmiri
«' rights, says Musharraf

By B. Mukalidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 28. The Pakistan
military ruler and President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, today said the
Kashmir issue did not just involve
territory but was a serious ques-
tion of the Kashmiris’ right to self-
determination and other funda-
mental human rights.

In his opening remarks at a
meeting of the representatives of
political and religious groups
from the Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), as part of his ef-
forts to ascertain views of a cross-
section of society on his India vis-
it, Gen. Musharraf said no
solution was possible without tak-
ing into consideration the aspira-
tions of the people of Kashmir.

At the same, he concurred with
the views of the former President
and the Prime Minister of PoK,
Sardar Qayyum, that no point
would be served in looking for
motives into the Indian invita-
tion. The Chief Executive said he
had no reason to doubt the sin-
cerity of the Prime Minister, Mr.
A. B. Vajpayee, in his quest for re-
solving the vexed problem.
Right time

After the meeting, Mr. Qayyum
told The Hindu that the “‘summit
offered a golden opportunity for
both India and Pakistan to begin
the process for resolution of their
long-standirlg,differences. In my

opinion, with a BJP Government
in New Delhi and a military re-
gime in Islamabad, this is the
time. If we miss this bus, it would
be a political suicide.”

Mr. Qayyum, who heads the
Muslim Conference in PoK, is in
the forefront of those advocating
the need for giving peace a
chance ever since India an-
nounced the Ramzan peace ini-
tiative in November last year. In
fact, he had appealed to the Pakis-
tan Government and the militant
outfits to respond favourably to

the Indian moves. During the
course of a conversation here, he
admitted that there were voices at
the conference questioning In-
dia’'s motives in inviting Gen.
Musharraf for talks. “But my
point is you have to begin some-
where. How long can we both go
on like this? My considered view
is that it is this realisation which
has prompted India to move for-
ward”. Gen. Musharraf said the
valiant people of Kashmir had
“rendered supreme sacrifices for
their right to self-determination

Pak. paper retracts report

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 28. The Pakistani English daily, Dawn, has retract-
ed a report in its columns that the President, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, during his interaction with editors on June 26, had cited
pressure from the U.S. as one of the major factors behind India’s
decision to invite him for talks.

In a report on Wednesday, the paper said that Gen. Musharraf
shared the opinion of some of the editors that the invitation was
extended under U.S. pressure and due to operations by militant
groups in Kashmir. The report drew a sharp reaction from the
Indian Foreign Ministry spokesperson in New Dethi who said that
India did not buckle under pressure from anyone. In a report

- today, the Dawn quoting official sources clarified that Gen. Mush-
arraf had talked about the overall emerging environment to re-
solve issues, including the core issue of Jammu and Kashmir,
between Pakistan and India. “However, they said, Gen.
did not say that the Indians had decided to hold ¢
tan on the U.S. pressure,” it said.

sharraf
‘with Pakis-

7

and have faced the atrocities of
the occupation forces with cour-
age and perseverance.”

The bedrock of his talks with
the Indian leadership would be
the Kashmiris’ aspirations, he
said. Pakistan desired peace in
the region but it was not possible
until the Kashmir dispute was set-
tled in accordance with the wish-
es of the State’s people.

Leaders assured

The General took the oppm;u/
nity to assure the Kashmir leaders
that their struggle would be suc- |
cessful as it was based on the
principles of justice and interna-
tional law.

Representatives of political par-
ties of PoK, the All- Party Hurriyat
Conference’s PoK chapter, and
Kashmiris from the U.S., U.K. and
Canada were present.

An official statement said they
lauded the principled stand of the
Government on the issue of Kash-
mir and assured unanimous sup-
port to Gen. Musharraf’s efforts to
resolve the Kashmir issue.

The Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs, Mr. Abbas Sarfraz Khan, the
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Enamul
Haque, and the Chief of Staff, Lt.
Gen. Ghulam Ahmad, were also
present. Gen. Musharraf is ex-
pected to meet the Ulema and
Mushaikh (scholars) on Friday.

More reports on PM
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INDO-PAK DE-FREEZE
%fvpa Siachen a good starting point 23| |

REGARDLESS of the mini-controversy that has develpped
over whether or not a de-escalation of conflict levels in} the
Siachen sector would be a priority during the forthcoming
Vajpayee-Musharraf summit, if there is single military stand-
off that needs to be resolved it is the protracted battle there.
A battle  that involves countering not just the hot lead that
continually flies across the Saltoro Ridge, but where troops of
both armies are pitted against extremely hostile conditions of
weather and terrain. For close to two decades now have the
opposing forces been engaged in operations in which there
can be no winner, and suffer more weather/terrain-induced
casualties than those caused by gunfire. And at a financial
cost that neither nation can really afford ~ three crore rup-
ees a day is what the previous Army Chief had projected this
expense. Other military experts, particularly those who have
been actively deployed in the sector confess that its tactical
military significance is limited, that a mutual pull-back
would put neither side to appreciable disadvantage — but
add that it has now become a prestige issue. Hence its being
romanticised as “the world’s highest battlefield” and a symbol
of the great lengths and hardships that our soldiers go to
preserve national frontiers. Even as this newspaper joins in
the salute to those gallant jawans and officers, it emphasises
the need to de-escalate this eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation.
Two rounds of talks at the defence secretary level have not
effected a breakthrough (the first round did come pretty close
to it) essentially because of mutual mistrust. Neither side was
reassured that even a partial pull-back would not result in
the other rushing in to occupy the commanding heights.
Should the situation now attract some attention at the high-
est political level there could be a glimmer of hope. The Sia-
chen war, a conflict in itself, encapsulates in miniature all
that plagues complex bilateral relations yet it also lends itself
to the least difficult of solutions provided a degree of trust is
established. And what else but restoring trust — difficult
though that may be after the bus ride to Lahore toppled off
the Kargil cliffs — can be expected from next months’ parleys
in New Delhi and Agra? There can be no quick-fix solution to
Kashmir, boosting bilateral trade will not be accomplished
overnight, and disputes over the Sir Creek and the Wular
barrage do not have as high a public profile as Siachen.
Agreement on even a partial disengagement along the glacier
will not really prove expensive to either, it will lite
crores of rupees for both, but it will send out the
the two countries have the maturity and abili
ing only their guns to do the talking.

to stop allow-
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NEW DELHI, June 28. — Paki-
stan has denied that Gen Per-
vez Musharraf had told a group
of editors that India had invi-
ted him for talks under Us
pressure.,

Lahore-based daily, Dawn, to

day quoted officials ag saying

that the President had talked
about the “emerging environ-
ment” to resolve all outstanding
bilateral issues, including J&K.
The daily had reported yester-
day that Gen Musharraf had
 shared the editors’ perception
' that the invitation was exten-

, ded under US pressure. India |

i had strongly denied the charge.

! Meanwhile, New Delhj has'
- made it clear to Islamabad that
inviting Hurriyat leaders for a

. talk  with Gen Mugharraf
+ wouldn't be at par with India’s

; wishes,

- India doesn’t consider the Hur-

! riyat the sole representative of
- J&K people. If Huwrriyat leaders

| want to convey their stand on

\‘ the Kashmir problem, they

| must get in touch with the Cen- b

' tre’s interlocutor, Mr KC Pant.

- “India’s position on the Hur-

- riyat’s meeting with Gen Mush-

| arraf and their participation at
. the reception was conveyed to

(Continned from gage 1)
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BSF jawans [right) welcome Pakistan

family at Chamliyal post, 50 km from
Pakistani border security officers met at

Ty R ittt g
Ranger, Colonsl Rafiq (centre), and his
Jammu, on Thursday. Indisn and
Zero Point for the Chamliyal annuai

fair thng isiattonded by huﬂr‘ads of '.’f‘l?',’ ffoﬂ yggh sides. — AP(PTI

Pakistan through diplomatic
channels,” a foreign ministry
spokesperson said today.
here have been speculations
whether the Pakistanj high
commissioner, Mr Ashraf Je-
angir Qazi, would invite Hur-
riyat leaders at the “high tea”
to be held on 14 July.
“The Pakistani high commis-
sion will take into considera-
tion our views on the issue.

PERVEZ:

Gen
ot to entertain the

idea of mekting the Hurriyat

leaders,”

the ©~ Hurriyat

spokesman, Mr Abdul Majid
Banday, said.

The Hurrivat executive

committee will meet next week
to decide its future course of
ction. _
%I;terventionist’: Indxga }_1a§
dismissed as “interventionist
the suggestions of the ZSth
[slamic Conference of Forelgp
Ministers at Bamako, Mali.

The

conference offered

financial help for the J&K
people and suggested appo-
intment of a special represen-
tative to handie the issue. It
aiso ofiered to send a fact-

ii

interventionist
the
spuliioxperson
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naicy team to the valley.
“Welve always dismissed the

approaches,”
ministry

said.  The

adupled  four

Castmiy.

U Cecder Mirwaiz

oy, who attended

foreign
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the voiierence, held an hour-

ol mecting

with Pakistani

foreign minister, Mr Abdul
Sattar, on Tuesday. e

Normally it’s not a practice to
inform about the guest list, but
in this case they know our
views,” the spokesperson said,
The Hurriyat today said the
Centre’s move has put a ques-
tion mark on its sincerity in re-
s;olvinfugIl theI Kashmir issue
peacefully, “It’s surprising that
India had gone to the level of

8 See PERVEZ: page 8

anchjanya,

Junyg in a
different race

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ST TEWO SRRVILE

NEW DELHI, June 28. - If
BJP government may be focus-
ing on gonfidence building
steps for the summit but the
RSS mouthpiece Panchjanya,
and Pakistani “pro-establish.
ment” newspaper, Jung, are
reportedly trying to elicit peo-
ple’s response on what the two
Heads of State should discuss,

The bureaucracy in the two
countries is still trying to work
out the possible subjects of dis-
cussion. But Panchjanya and
Jung have asked readers to
send a 500-word, 10-point arti-
cle on what Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and General Pervez
Musharraf should discuss and
why. The best entry for the “
people’s agenda for peace with-
out prejudice” wins a prize for
its author - a lavish holiday on
the other side of the border.
The last date for sending en-
tries is 4 July.



_~PoK Council calls for
~ result-oriented dialogue

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 28. The Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) Council
has called on the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to “en-
gage in a substantive, meaningful
and result-oriented dialogue with
the President of Pakistan, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, during the
forthcoming summit meeting to
settle the Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with U.N. Security
Council resolutions’.

The PoK Council had a special
session here today with Gen.
Musharraf in the chair. The PoK
President, Sardar Muhammad
Ibrahim Khan, the Prime Minis-
ter, Barrister Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhary, and other members
attended the session called to de-
liberate on the latest develop-
ments with regard to the
“situation in Jammu and Kash-

1)

mir .

Through a statement adopted
at the session, the Council "“fully
supported the efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan for a peace-
ful solution of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute in accordance
with the wishes of its people
through all possible means, in-
cluding a substantive and mea-
ningful dialogue with India”. It
also welcomed the coming visit of
Gen. Musharraf to India and de-
scribed it as a “historic opportu-
nity for a resolution of the
Kashmir dispute, the root cause of

\'\CAI%:un_

The Council noted with satis-
faction the statements of Gen.
Musharraf, in which he had
stressed that Kashmir would be
the focus of the talks. Welcoming
the assurances that he would call

tension between the
tries”.

upon India to join hands a
peaceful settlement of the dispute
in accordance with the wishes of
the Kashmiri people, the Council
urged India and Pakistan to agree
to the participation of the All-Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference in the ne-

gotiations for a final settlement of
the Kashmir issue.

Y

Jamait faction faces
militants’ wrath

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 28. The Jamait
Ulamae Islam (JUI) faction led by
Maulana Fazalur Rehman contin-
ues to face the wrath of the mil-
itant outfits for its call to ceasefire
in Kashmir to enable a successful
summit meeting between the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Reports in the Pakistani Urdu
press claimed that the outfits be-
longing to the Deobandi school of
thought had dissociated them-
selves from the JUI (Fazlur Reh-
man Group) in protest against the
Maulana’s appeal.

Some Urdu papers reported
that these outfits had joined
hands with another JUI faction
led by Maulana Samiul Haq. The
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen chief,

Maulana Fazlur Rehman Khalil,
reportedly wrote to Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman saying the latter’s
stand on the jehad in Kashmir
was a betrayal.

The Harkat chief said the ap-
peal made by Fazalur Rehman
had forced the Harkat to part
ways with the JUI(F), and that the
mujahideen (holy warriors) would
continue the struggle till the goal
was achieved.

The participants,
come prepared with long speech-
es, were told to confine their ob-
servations to the four questions.
At one stage when Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman asked Gen. Mushar-
raf whether he had any solution
for the Kashmir issue in mind, the
latter said he was visiting India
with an open mind, which was
why he was seeking suggestions

from the politi?/
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e India-Pakistan summit has been set up in too much of a hurry

The General comes to the Taj

ow things change! First

there was the hyped up eu-

phoria of Lahore. Then the

screechings about Pakistan

being a terrorist state with
which it was not permissible to talk
short of its giving up terrorism. Then
come Agra and the plaudits about the
“statesmanship” of the prime minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The only common
factor in all this is the inconsistency and
hypocrisy of our national security
establishment.

Let us start from the beginning. In
May 1998 when India carried out
Pokhran II and our government literally
dared Pakistan to do the same (some
statesmanship that), it thereby initiated
the nuclearization of south Asia. This
was not represented, as in truth it
should have been, as a new danger — but
as the opposite, a new era of greater
peace and regional stability. The Lahore
summit of spring 1999 was India’s initia-
tive and it was an attempt to cover up
India’s nuclear irresponsibility, to pre-
tend that just such a new era of peace
and stability had been ushered in.

That is why there was such a marked
contrast between the reactions of the or-
dinary public in both countries to that
summit and that of the Indian pro-bomb
community, in particular. The reaction
of the ordinary public in both countries
was much more sober, welcoming as al-
ways, anything that might defuse ten-
sions but cautious and sceptical of what
might concretely be achieved. The Indi-
an pro-bomb lobby went hyper, as it had
to, since it had to try and make out that
nuclearization of the subcontinent was
in fact a great peace-enhancing act.

It took Kargil to expose the absurdity
of such thinking and to show how em-
barrassingly naive the thinking of the
bulk of our “national security man-
agers” was, not that our security estab-
lishment ever gets embarrassed by expo-
sure (even repeated) of its ineptitude.

hen came another phase. After
Kargil, the Kandahar aircraft hi-

jack crisis, and the steady deterio-
ration of the situation in Kashmir, we
had a near unanimous clamour from
this same national security establish-
ment about the perfidiousness of Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf who had unseated
a-.democratic government, and the gen-
erally awful, indeed terrorist, character
of the Pakistan state. Naturally, the Indi-
an state’s own record of terrorist acts in
Kashmir and the Northeast (never re-
ferred to as terrorist acts, only as “ex-
cesses”) or its willingness to seek good
relations with states like the United
States and Israel, whose record of inter-
national terrorism is far Worse than that
of Pakistan, was ignored.
Indeed, in the charged atmosphere of
the time, anyone suggesting that one

The author has recently co-authored
the book, South Asia on a Short
Fuse: Politics and the Future of
Global Disarmament
SRt ———
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could not be dishonestly selective abott
combating international terrorism, or
that there should-be a more sober re-
sponse to Pakistan and a willingness to
move towards dialogue with whatever
government ruled there, carried the
high risk of being accused of being both
“soft” on terrorism and anti-patriotic.

It is not as if the mindset and preju-
dices that led to such attitudes have now

highest level of dialogue after, and de-
spite, Kargil. But the self-righteousness
that makes it so difficult for the mem-
bers of the security establishments of
both countries to be honestly self-criti-
cal remains quite intact. That is why
there cannot be any serious break-
through on the two crucial issues that
bedevil Indo-Pakistan relations, the nu-
clear issue and Kashmir.

suddenly disappeared. On the contrary,
they remain part and parcel of the men-
tal make-up of our security establish-
ment. But circumstances change. India
is getting nowhere in Kashmir. Newer
priorities emerge, most importantly the
desire to reassure the US that India is a
“responsible” regional power willing to
have a dialogue with its neighbours.
And an ageing and ailing Vajpayee
wants to con India and the world into
thinking that he is some kind of states-
man when he has been nothing more
than the principal apologist and leader
of the most communal and anti-democ-
ratic political force that has ever ascend-
ed to power in independent India. Be-

sides, Indian intransigence has not -

weakened in any way the hold of Gener-
al Musharraf in Pakistan.

Still, whatever the motivations, com-
pulsions or hypocrisies surrounding the
background to the calling of this sum-
mit, is it not to be welcomed? Certainly it
should. But for a variety of reasons
those background compulsions and
hypocrisies should always be kept in
mind. This summit is not a diplomatic
victory for Vajpayee but for Musharraf
who has been far more consistent than
his Indian counterpart in calling for the

‘ There cannot be any
serious breakthrough on
the two crucial issues that
bedevil India-Pakistan
relations, the nuclear
issue and Kashmir ,

But can there be some forward move-
ment at least? Here the main problem
with the summit is that everything has
been decided in haste, a lot like General
Zia-ul-Haq’s one-time cricket diplomacy
and visit. That is to say, everything has
been vested in the very fact of the sum-
mit meeting and its symbolic impact
rather than in making a summit meet-
ing the culmination of a much longer,
drawn-out and carefully prepared
process of ongoing high-level negotia-
tions during which agreed advances are
chalked out. Now the pressure will be on
to show some “success” at this summit
and therefore to hastily bring out of the
hat some evidence to this effect. The
very haste and pressure to do something
on these lines then makes any summit

agreement or communiqué assurances
more of a hostage to fortune and the
future. ‘

About the nuclear issue the most that
can be expected then is some kind of
very limited risk reduction measures.
Thus, if there is any Agra agreement by
both countries to separate warheads
from missiles, planes or other delivery
systems, or for de-alerting, or for non-
placement of shorter-range missiles
where they would be effective against
each other’s territories, then these are
all measures to be qualifiedly welcomed.
The myth that must always be exploded,
however, is that there can ever be a “nu-
clear-safe” zone between India and Pak-
istan as long as they both have nuclear
weapons. Risk reduction is never a sub-
stitute for disarmament but at best a
way-station towards it.

f course, just to list some of the
O possible relevant nuclear risk re-

duction measures, as has been
done, raisessthe question of whether,
given the current state of relations be-
tween India and Pakistan, these are at all
likely. Moreover, the real problem with
risk reduction measures or what is al-
most the same thing — nuclear-related
confidence building measures — is
something that is inherent in the nature
of such efforts. CBMs do not really cre-
ate trust but themselves require a pre-
disposition to trust each other if they
are to be truly effective. That is to say, it
is steadily improving bilateral political
relations that make CBMs more effec-
tive/verifiable, and not really the effec-
tiveness/verifiability of CBMs that
leads to better bilateral political
relations.

This, therefore, imposes serious lim-
its on what can be expected from nuclear
risk reduction measures, in contrast to
the faith that the pro-bomb community
in either India or Pakistan might want
us torepose in “properly conceived and
verified” CBMs. It is not at all surpris-
ing, that the US and Russia made dra-
matic advances in their mutual nuclear
risk reduction measures only after the
end of the Cold War and not when it was
very much on.

As for Kashmir, there is no evidence
whatsoever that either side can come
close to serious forward movement. That
will only take place when the represen-
tatives of Kashmiris on both sides of the
line of control are considered legitimate -
participants (and not just bargaining
chips) in a collectively negotiated
process of finding a solution to the issue.
The most that can be expected are much
more modest arrangements, such as
maintaining a ceasefire, and so on.

forward in the way that the former

prime minister, I.LK. Gujral, genuine-
ly sought to do — by easing the move-
ment of goods, services and people —
then this would be perhaps the iost pos-
itive aspect and outcome of this summit
meet and therefore, justificagion enough
for its taking place.

If both sides can move significantly
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the nations the will to win the

greatest prize... doom-laden respon-
sibility will fall upon those who now
possess the power to decide. As he spoke
these words on May 11, 1953, Winston
Churchill added ‘summitry’ to the vocab-
ulary of diplomacy, to the disapproval
of professionals. However, even a sceptic
like Henry Kissinger admitted that “the
possibility of using summit conferences
to mark a new departure in the realisa-
tions of States should not be under-
estimated.”

More often than not, the historic break
from a sorry past did not lie in the lead-
ers signing an accord, but in initiating a
process designed to ensure that.

The challenge before Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and President Per-
vez Musharraf is to revive the Lahore
process and make it irreversible. This
can be done only by a set of understand-
ings which assure each side that the
issues it holds dear will be addressed by
the other in earnest and the linkages
between them are clearly understood by
both. To Pakistan, it is the problem of
Kashmir. To India, it is violence in the
state and other matters like Siachen,
CBMs, trade etg.

Vajpayee’s létter of May 24 invited
Musharraf to “address all outstanding
issues, including Jammu and Kashmir”.
The latter’s reply of May 29 urged joint
effort “to resolve the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir in accordance with the wishes
of the Kashmiri people. We are ready to
discuss all other outstanding issues
between our two countries as well”. This
apparent accord did not prevent the flow
of rhetoric with each side stridently
stressing its own concerns.

This is because while Pakistan refused
for long to address the ‘other’ issues —
most notably in the January 1994 talks
between foreign secretaries — later, when
this logjam was broken, India shied away
from discussing Kashmir in earnest.

The joint statement issued at Islam-
abad on June 23, 1997 listed eight issues
and envisaged “a mechanism, including
working groups at appropriate levels to
address all these issues in an integrated
manner”. To foreign secretaries were
assigned Jammu and Kashmir and
CBMs, besides monitorship of progress
on the rest which other officials were to
discuss. India refused to set up a working
group on Kashmir or even a substantive
discussion on it at a session proper. It
insisted, instead, at talks in a “meeting”
in a “session” which tackled all the
issues in one go.

Inherently flawed, the Islamabad ven-
ture collapsed. As Nehru had'warned the
cabinet secretary on April 6, 1953, “noth-
ing substantial can come out of a discus-
sion of the Kashmir issue on official
level”. He preferred parleys at the sum-

‘ I F THERE is not at the summits of
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’ﬁw challenge before Vajpayee and Musharraf'is to revive the Lahore process and make it irreversible

CAN'T COMPLAIN ABOUT THE VIEW: The Taj Mahal in Agra

mit. Between those parleys, he favoured
an alternative, of which little is known.

To Prime Minister Mohammed Ali’s
suggestion of “secret representatives of

.the two Prime Ministers meeting to

* explore possibilities under a fresh
approach”, Nehru responded in a cable of
March 13, 1955, to India’s high commis-
sioner: “I entirely agree that meanwhile
(i.e. between summits) our approach
should be entirely private. I think that
instead of two persons selected by either
government meeting together, it would be
better if some private representatives of
Pakistan came here quietly for talks and
later some one on our behalf went equal-
ly quietly to Karachi for talks. The order
may be reversed if necessary. It is desir-
able for both High Commissioners not to
participate directly in these talks as this
is likely to prove embarrassing. Also, if
two other representatives meet each
other, this will lead to publicity.”

Vajpayee and Nawaz Sharif adopted
precisely such a course. The Lahore
Declaration of February 21, 1999, record-
ed a determination “to resolve all issues,
including the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir”.

It became known that they agreed pri-
vately not to reiterate “stated positions”
— the UN resolutions or Kashmir’s non-
negotiable status — and appointed repre-
sentatives as a back channel to explore

the ground in betweerr on which an
accord can be built. R.K. Mishra listened
intently; Niaz A. Naik talked endlessly,
possessed by fantasies of a partition of
Kashmir along the Chenab river.

On March 31, 1999, Vajpayee, barely
concealing his disappointment, asked
Naik for new formulae. Significantly, the
PM’s Kumarakom Musings declared: “In
our search for a lasting solution to the
Kashmir problem, both in its external
and internal dimensions, we shall not
traverse solely on the beaten track of
the past. Rather, we shall be bold and
innovative designers of a future architec-
ture of peace and prosperity for the
entire South Asian region.” Vajpayee told
Naik he sought a final settlement, not
an interim one.

How is this part of the Lahore process
to be revived now? If a veteran politician
K.C. Pant can be a pointman for dialogue
with Kashmiris, there is no reason why
an eminent public figure cannot be nom-
inated to conduct parleys with Pakistan
on Kashmir. The problem is to ensure
secrecy in order to maintain confiden-
tiality of the exploration for a middle
ground and prevent arousal of high
expectations.

" In 1967, India’s Foreign Minister M.C.
Chagla gave Pakistan’s High Commis-
sioner, Arshad Hussain, a draft which
can be adapted now: “Talks would be

‘HE HINDUSTAN §imi-r

First, an agenda -

By AG NOORANI

earnest and meaningful and on a confi-
dential and continuing basis. A sincere
effort would be made by both sides in a
friendly spirit and in conformity with the
Tashkent Declaration to seek solutions of
various problems existing between the
two countries including Jammu and
Kashmir which Pakistan regards as a
basic dispute between the two countries.”

Rhetoric intended for domestic con-
sumption has obscured a highly signifi-
cant statement by the commander-in-

. chief (Operations) of the Hizbul

Mujahideen, Abdul Majid Dar. He ;had
proclaimed a unilateral ceasefire on July
24, 2000. Now, in an interview to PTI in
Srinagar on June 3, he said: “Our activi-
ties will lessen in proportion to both
countries giving up their rigid stand
to solve the Kashmir problem in a realis-
tic approach.” A week later he told anoth-
er Indian correspondent: “We cannot
expect miracles in just one meeting;
but there seems to be some seriousness
in the process.”

It cannot be a mere coincidence that in
an interview to the Karachi monthly, The
Herald (June 5), Pervez Musharraf spoke .
in the same vein. He linked decline in vio-

lence to progress in the talks. He was .-

asked pointedly: “At one point you had
said that if India displayed sincerity in
starting a peace process, you would use
your influence to try to ask the Kashmir
militant groups to scale down their
armed activities. Do you think that the
time has come for you to make such an
appeal?” He replied: “The time has not
yet come. The time will come when the
talks are held and they make progress.
The present meeting is step one in this
process. Now it remains to be seen that
the talks begin and they begin on Kash-
mir and then they make headway.”

As he put it, “Some solution becomes
possible only when the two sides show
some flexibility in their stated position.”
Last April, he gave an inkling of how far
he is prepared to go: “Well, the UN reso-
lution... one would like to show flexibility
once the process of dialogue begins.” The
aim is to “reach somewhere in the mid-
ground of some place”.

But what precisely was the message he
sought to convey by his “stated position”
on violence? That he accepts it as a mat-
ter of legitimate concern to India? Evi-
dently, he fears that once the covert oper-
ation designed ‘to reopen’ the Kashmir
issue — launched in Zia-ul-Haqg’s time —
ends, Pakistan loses all leverage. He
knows that Pakistan is not making any
headway and the Kashmiris yearn for i

peace. He is, obviously, seeking an exit./ i1/

route with far greater seriousness than
any of his predecessors did. Hence his
moves to rein in the jehadis. He is clearly
no longer set on a plebiscite. el
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PAKISTAN HAS denied Indi
consular access to Vikas Singh,
the Indian cyclist-globetrotter,
now languishing in a jail for
entering the country without a
visa. In fact, even after repeated
requests the Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad is yet to be
officially informed in which city
and jail Vikas has been lodged
and whether he has been for-
mally convicted by a court in
that country.

A foreigner accused of crimes
in any country is normally
allowed to establish contact with
officials of his country’s
embassy. The embassy arranges
for his defence in the host coun-
try’s court of law and is entitled

to see to it that he gets a fair trial
without doing anything to influ-
ence the trial. But in Vikas’
case, he was refused even this
basic human right.

The spokesperson of the Min-
istry of External Affairs said
today that the Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad app-
roached the Pakistan Foreign
Office on February 2 requesting
a visa for Singh when informed
that he had been stranded on the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border
for three weeks prior to that
without any money. The request
was made again on April 4.

On April 27 the mission was
alerted of his arrest by a news
item in a Pakistani daily and
requested the Foreign Office for
consular access. This was
repeated on May 16 and.in the

form of two notes verbal on June
2 and June 11. Earlier, on June 7,
High Commissioner Vijay Nam-
biar met the Pakistani interior
minister. The latest communica-
tion was sent on June 18. “We
have pointed out to the Pakistani
government that Vikas was on a
world tour with the message of
global peace. In spite of this,
they have denied us the right to
meet him. The Pakistani govern-
ment has also not given us any
explanation and information as
to where he has been detained”,
the spokesperson said.
However, according to some
reports, Vikas was sentenced by
a Pakistani court on May 31. His
family has sent appeals for his
release to General Musharraf,
his wife, Begum Sehba Mushar-
raf , the Pakistani High Com-

Jndian cychst gets raw deal'in Pak jail

missioner in India, Jehangir
Qazi, and letters to Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, External Affairs Min-
ister Jaswant Singh and the
Indian High Commissioner in
Pakistan ,requesting they inter-
vene to get him out of jail.

The MEA has no comment on
how Vikas, on a world tour since
1987, managed to get into
Afghanistan through Iran be-
cause as an Indian national, he
could not have got a visa to enter
the Taliban controlled country.

In normal circumstances,
leaving a country for another
through a border immigration
post is impossible without a visa
stamp of the destination coun-
try on the traveller’s passport.
Surprisingly, Vikas not only .
managed to enter Afghanistan,
but also leave it for Pakistan.
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Pervez sees US

“hand in summit,

India

- STATESMAN NEWS smvncq}?’x:(o

NEW DELHI, June 27. -
eral Pervez Musharraf to ay
said Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee

' had invited him for the July
* summit under US pressure, but

vailing conditions,”
. eign ministry spokesman.

India refuted his remark.

“We don’t buckle under any in-
ternational pressure. It was our
decision to invite Gen. Mushar-
raf. The decision was taken after
our own assessment on the pre-
said a for-

Reports from Islamabad quo-
ted the Pakistani President hav-

| ing supported the views that In-
. dia’s invitation was not only un-

r der US pressure but also

because of the jehadi groups’ ac-
tivities in J&K.
But the spokesman said India’s

assessment on the prevailing
. conditions should not be given a
- different connotation.

Gen. Musharraf shares the

. opinion of some Pakistani news- -
papers on US pressure and Is-

lamic militant groups and has
ruled out any discussion on inde-

- pendence to.Kashmir.

Reporting on yesterday’s meet-
ing between Gen. Musharraf
and senior editors of Pakistani

newspapers, Dawn said today
that the President agreed with *

an editor’s opinion that Indians

. faced pressure from the USA to

negotiate and resolve issues
with Pakistan.

He reportedly agreed that Mr
Vajpayee could not have invited
him for talks had there been no
pressure from the international
community. Gen. Musharraf has
said the jehadi groups’ struggle
in J&K too had contributed to

! India’s realisation that it should

settle issues with Islamabad.

A Pakistan news agency, On-
line, has quoted Gen. Musharraf
having ruled out talks on the
third option during the summit.
In turn, the meeting will be “o-

. vershadowed” by the core issue
+ of Kashmir, he told the editors.

Some editors said the Presi-

. dent had assured them that he

says

SENTENCED TO DEATH

. ISLAMABAD, June 27. — A
Pakistani court today sen-
tenced to death a newspaper

.owner and editor after find-
ing him guilty on two drug

. smuggling charges.

The district and sessions
judge in Lahore found Mr Af-

. ridi guilty of the charges

- brought by the army’s Anti-

: narcotics Force. Mr Afridi, .

. chief executive and editor-in-

. chief of Peshawar-based

{ Frontier Post, can appeal ag-

;alnst the sentence within a

| week.

The journalist reportedly
 has links with self-exiled for-
' mer Prime Minister, Mrs Be-
nazir Bhutto. Two of his al-
leged accomplices were sen-
' tenced to life imprisonment
- and a fine of $4,000 each.

. — Reuters

On page 8:

& Ministers in waiting
M Haveli owners fight over
playing host to Musharraf

® India seeks consular

access to Vikas Singh

would not have any secret un-

_derstanding with India on Kash-

mir, Siachen or any other sub-
ject.

On a possible meeting with
Hurriyat leaders, Gen. Mushar-
raf reportedly told the editors
that though he'd try his best to
meet them, he would avoid a
confrontation with Indian lead-
ers on the issue.

During his three-hour interac-
tion with the editors, he said he
had three conversations with Mr
Vajpayee over the phone in the
past few weeks. He reportedly
told the Prime Minister that
Kashmir would be the focus of
their talks, to which Mr Vajpay-
ee had agreed.

Gen. Musharraf told Mr Vaj-
payee that some India leaders

Qy fC

salt;;ents, saying Kashmir be-
longed to India, was vitiating
the atmosphere. To which Mr
Vajpayee replied that the media
had been distorting their state-
ments.

Referring to the importance he
attached to Kashmir, Gen.
Musharraf has been quoted by
PTV as having said that there
was a vast difference between
talks on Kashmir and all other

issues and all other issues and °

Kashmir.

The Pakistani President was .

assured by Indian leaders that it
would be Kashmir and all other
issues and not the other way.
The difference between the two
approaches is like the difference
between the sky and earth, he
said.

The official APP news agency
quoted Gen. Musharraf as hav-
ing told editors that he had deci-
ded on his India visit after sens-
ing the Indian leader’s “realisa-
tion” to resolve the Kashmir is-
sue. He iterated that Pakistan
would join India at the Agra
summit next month with an “op-
en mind and an open

agenda” to have a focused dia-
logue on Kashmir and all other
issues.

i ‘No Pervez-Hurriyat meet”
' India today officially told Paki-

stan that it wouldn’t allow Hur-
riyat leaders to meet Gen.
Musharraf during his visit to
India, says PTI from Islamab

The Indian reservations g
Hurriyat leaders’ efforts to polit-
ically resurrect themselves by
meeting the Pakistani President
in New Delhi has been conveyed
at the highest level in Islamabad
during talks between the
two countries’ officials to pre-
pare the groundwork for the
summit.

India’s stand to keep the Hur-
riyat leaders out of even the
sidelines of the summit assumed

significance in light of yester- .

day’s assertion by Gen. Mushar-
raf that he would try his best to

meet them ing his India
' visit.
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By Seema GUhKA\Aﬁﬁ_

NEW DELHI: India may

cially say so, but it is well-known
that the Vajpayee government is
not in favour of Pakistan President
Pervez  Musharraf  meeting
Hurriyat Conference leaders when
he comes here next month for
talks with the Prime Minister.

External affairs spokesperson
Nirupama Rao said, “Our views on
the Hurriyat leaders meeting
President Musharraf are well-
known.” She refused to say if India
had formally asked the Pakistani
leader not to see them.

A Pakistani diplomat here refut-
ed reports from Srinagar that high
commissioner Ashraf Jehangir
Qazi had assured the Hurriyat of a
private meeting with Mr Musharraf
after a high tea to be hosted for him
by the mission on July 14.“No such
thing has happened,” he said. But
he refused to clarify whether or not
the Hurriyat leaders would be
invited for the Musharraf recep-

akistan, plays safe, keeps
Hurriyat card close to its

tion. Pakistan is keeping its cards
close to its chest on this issue.
India cannot forbid the Pakistan
mission from inviting any person.
However, senior government
sources said that if Mr Musharraf
meets the Hurriyat, it could spoil
the atmosphere for the summit
talks. “It would be a signal that
Pakistan is not serious about

mp g bilateral ties,
official said.

But no one was willing to con-
firm that India had formally asked
Pakistan not to hold the meeting.
From the initial stage itself, India
has tried to brush off the Hurriyat
meeting as something not germane
to India-Pakistan ties. External
affairs minister Jaswant Singh, at a
news conference after the PM’s
invitation to Mr Musharraf, said

a semor

'

Sﬂ;st

that the question of the Hurriyat
meeting was a “non-issue”.

New Delhi believes that the
Hurriyat leaders need to talk to
India about Kashmir and not use
the opportunity provided by Mr
Musharraf’s visit to take up the
issue with him. “Anyway, the
Hurriyat has no role in India-
Pakistan bilateral talks,” a senior
government official emphasised.

Officials are of the view that it
would be unwise for Mr Musharraf
to begin his first day in India on a
controversial note. If the Hurriyat
meeting with him is held in the
capital, it would be on the first day
of the visit, before the retreat to
Agra for substantive talks between
the two leaders. Meanwhile, the
PMO also categorically dismissed
on Tuesday reports from Pakistan
citing General Musharraf as saying
that the invitation to him to vistt
India had come about at the
Americans’ behest.

P See Edit: The General’s Gambit,
Page 10
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~ Indo-Pak. s
. three scenarios

'\

[\/b\ By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 27. Will it be a terrible disaster, a
productive beginning, or a political triumph? How
would the Agra summit next month between the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, be de-
scribed in the end?

Having agreed to meet, the two leaders will cer-
tainly try and make the Agra summit look “reason-
ably successful”’. Avoiding the public perception of a
failure is perhaps the base- line diplomatic objective
at Agra for both the Governments.

At least three agreements will be necessary for the
two sides to pronounce the Agra summit ‘‘success-
ful”. First, Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf devel-
op some personal rapport and agree on the direction
in which they want to take the Subcontinent.

Second will be a decision to meet again — not just

THE ROAD TO AGRA

in some distant future but within the next few
months to maintain the momentum. The third is a
mandate from Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf to
the two bureaucracies to start talks across the full
spectrum of bilateral issues.

This minimum positive outcome may be within
the grasp of the two leaders. In this scenario, there
will be no vision statements; but a bare announce-
ment of the three decisions which make the summit
the first step on a long journey. But in meetings like
these, nothing can ever be taken for granted. How
can anyone predict the outcome when a summit is
consciously designed for a direct dialogue between
the top leaders without any pre-cooked agreements.

Maybe there will be no personal chemistry be-
tween the two leaders. Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Mush-
arraf may not find it easy to develop a productive
conversation.

Mr. Vajpayee might conclude that Gen. Musharraf
is not interested in giving up the levers of violence
and terrorism in Kashmir; and that no give and take

summit:

is possible with Pakistan, at least for the moment.

Gen. Musharraf might believe India is not serious
about a negotiation on Kashmir. He might be under
domestic pressure to turn his visit irito an exercise in
posturing over Kashmir. Then we have all the mak-
ings of a political disaster at Agra.

Common sense would suggest both the establish-
ments will try and avoid the disaster at Agra. Expec-
tations from the summit are indeed low. There may
be general satisfaction in the region and the world if
the meeting in Agra could be described as the first
useful step on a difficult journey.

Optimists, however, would like to see more than
just an agreement between Mr. Vajpayee and Gen.
Musharraf to meet again. They would want the proc-
lamation of a future vision by the two leaders and
immediate agreements to lend it some credibility.

Few would want to bet on such an outcome at
Agra. But do not rule it out. After all it is entirely
possible that Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf will
get along fine; and that their conversation develops
positively.

It is not inconceivable that the two leaders will be
able to address the core concerns of the other — the
Indian one on cross-border terrorism and the Pak.
desire for a meaningful talks on Kashmir.

There could be the announcement of steps for the
normalisation of bilateral relations and making it
easier for ordinary people to move across the bor-
der. And there could be confidence-building mea-
sures that de-escalate the situation in Kashmir and
create a peaceful environment for talks on the dis-
pute itself.

And for good measure, throw in some risk-reduc-
tion measures on the nuclear and military front that
will appeal to the United States and the internation-
al community.

If the aides of Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf
can tie all this into a vision sgatement called ““Agra
Declaration”, there will bpra political triumph for
both the leaders which gdn be put to very good use
at home.
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ARD to stay away
from all- pq;ty meet

By B. Muralidhar Reddy@ Of

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 26. The military government’s grand
plans of building a consensus on the coming sum-
mit meeting between the Pakistani President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, and the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, suffered a setback today with the Alliance
for Restoration of Democracy (ARD) deciding to stay
away from the “all-party meeting” here tomorrow.

A meeting of the Alliance under the chairmanship
of the Pakistan Democracy Party president, Nawab-
zada Nasrullah Khan, in Lahore today decided to
boycott the meeting convened by Gen. Musharraf to
protest the manner in which the latter took over as
the President.

A constituent of the 16-party alliance, Awami Na-
tional Party, was “permitted” to take part after its
leader, Mr. Asfandyar Wali, explained that his party
decided to attend the conference after considering
all relevant factors.

Speaking to The Hindu over phone from Lahore,
Mr. Khan said, ‘“At the same time we want to make it
clear that we have nothing against the process of
resumption of dialogue between India and Pakistan.
Most of the constituents of the ARD have already
welcomed the invitation extended by Mr. Vajpayee
and the decision of Gen. Musharraf to travel to In-
dia. Our quarrel with the military leadership is only
with regard to the manner in which Gen. Musharraf
has assumed the mantle of Presidency”.

Pressure from PML, PPP

It appears that the ARD was left with little choice
but announce a boycott after its two major constitu-
ents — the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz Sharif)
and the Pakistan People’s Party of Ms. Benazir Bhut-
to — declared their intention to stay away.

It is said Mr. Khan was personally inclined to at-
tend the conference. He even tried to convince the
bigger constituents of the Alliance that it would not
proper to stay away as the matter related to efforts
for normalisation of relations between India and Pa-
kistan and the search for a solution to the Kashmir
conflict. However, he had to give in to pressure from
the “big brothers”. Some leaders of the PML and
PPP were said to have told Mr. Khan that if he were
to attend the conference, it would be the end of the
seven-month old Alliance.

Mr. Khan said, “We welcome the dialogue. In fact
most of us have been pleading for resumption of
negotiations between India and Pakistan. We be-
lieve that resolution of the differences between the
two countries could pave way for betterment of the
people of the sub-continent. So much money being

spent at the moment on de nce could be diverted
for developmental purposes’. Mr. Khan said the
ARD would consider doing usiness with the new
President only he if was willing to make a firm com-
mitment on the timetable for restoration of democ-
racy and release all political prisoners.

Rhetoric from India?

He said there was concern over the rhetoric ema-
nating from India. There was specific reference to
the recent statements of Mr. Vajpayee, the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, and the Home
Minister, Mr. L.K. Advani. “We think that if the rhet-
oric from across the border continues, the summit
would not make any progress. If India is really seri-
ous in normalising its relations with Pakistan, it
should put an end to such statements.”

‘Which is the real
Vajpayee?’
By B. Muralidhar Reddy *

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 26. Is the Pakistan President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, engaged in an exercise
to figure out the “true personality” of the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, before he
meets the latter at Agra on July 15? Yes, if one
goes by his remarks at a session with a group
of Pakistani editors here today where he is
believed to have talked about two poems of
Mr. Vajpayee, which gave a contrasting picture
of his personality.

The first poem is titled Jang nahi hone
doonga (“1 will not allow war to take place”),
but the second makes harsh references to an
unidentified neighbour.

A senior editor quoted Gen. Musharraf as
saying, “The first poem shows the soft side of
Mr. Vajpayee and the second the tough side.
Which is the real Vajpayee?”

However the ARD’s decision to stay away from the
meet does not mean all is lost for the Musharr
Government. The Mohajir Qaumi Movement, whi
has been fretting and fuming against the military
government, has decided to take part. A number of
small parties and two leaders of the Nawaz Sharif
faction of the PML are also expected to attend to-
morrow’s meeting.

More reports on Page 13
[ - ('.,A

‘Summit may lead to withdra

of forces from Siachen’

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 26. The forthcom-
ing Indo-Pak summit may result
in an agreement by both sides to
withdraw from Siachen, a news-
paper report said here today.

“The two sides have realised
that the Siachen engagement is
contributing significantly to ten-
sions between the two countries
as well as costing them huge
amounts in terms of men, money
and material,” The Dawn said.

Quoting military sources, the
daily said initially the focus will be
on withdrawing forces from Sia-
chen and halting skirmishes
along the Line of Control.

Indian diplomats here, howev-

er, said they were not aware of
any sustained Siachen engage-
ment between India and Pakistan
in the recent months to reach a
conclusion that an agreement
was round the corner to pull out
forces.

Pakistan military officials were
not immediately available to
comment on the issue.

The daily said a complete con-
sensus has emerged among Pakis-
tan's corps commanders to
resolve differences between the
two countries.

The daily, quoting sources, said
nobody should expect resolution
of major problems during the

summit. “But it will be a break-
through if both sides agree to
continue talking.”

About the prospects of talks,
the sources said, Gen. Musharraf
was ready to “sell anything and
buy anything” to achieve peace
with India.

“Gen. Musharraf and the Indi-
an premier have had telephonic
discussion three times recently.
Both agreed it was becoming dif-
ficult to sustain their huge armies
due to their economic problems
for which it was necessary to sit
and negotiate and come to
terms,” the daily said quotin,
source. — PTI
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ISLAMABAD, JUNE 26. The Jamait
Uelame Islam (JUI) led by Maula-
na Fazalur Rehman, an influential
religious party in Pakistan, has
appealed to India and the militant
outfits operating in Kashmir to
declare a ceasefire to ensure the
success of the summit meeting
between the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pa-
kistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. -

Addressing 4 specially con-
vened news conference here, the
chief of the JUI faction, Maulana
Fazalur Rehman, described the
forthcoming summit meeting at
Agra as a ‘‘sensitive step towards a
peaceful solution of the dispute
on Kashmir” and said all sides
should give it a chance.

The appeal is significant for a
number of reasons. To begin with,
it has come a day before Gen.
Musharraf is to meet the repre-

12 . .
entatives of political Jartd reli-

gious parties as pat of his
exercise to ascertain thefviews of a
cross-section of the soclety on his
mission to India.

Though the group claims to
have no militant outfit and oper-
ates essentially in Afghanistan, it
has  considerable influence
among militant outfits like the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and others who draw
inspiration from the Deobandi
school of thought.

Indications are that no group is
expected to heed the appeal, but
the very fact that he deemed it
necessary to make the plea has
not gone unnoticed. There was no
immediate reaction from any of
the militant outfits identified with
the Deobandi school of thought.

The Maulana’s appeal is little
more than symbolic and intended
to send a signal to the interna-
tional community and perhaps
even to India that there are sec-

tions in Pakistan which are equal-
ly interested in resumption of
dialogue between the two coun-
tries.

Maulana Fazalur Rehman had
come prepared with a carefully
drafted statement in English and
the organisers of the press meet
had ensured the presence of in-
ternational and Indian media at
the news conference.

In his statement, the Maulana
said the summit was a sensible
step towards peaceful resolution
of the Kashmir dispute that ad-
dresses the legitimate concerns of
all the parties, especially the
Kashmiris.

He said the summit could move
forward in expanding areas of
mutual cooperation, including
trade and nuclear stabilisation in
the region. ““It calls upon both the
leaders to create a congenial at-
mosphere to make the summit a
success.”

The Maulana said as a matter of

“Pak. religious leader appeals for ceasefire in Kashmir

By B. Muralidhar ReddyH9 ’

principle, his organisation had al-
ways been supporting resolution
of disputes, Kashmir in particular,
through dialogue that should pre-
cede and follow confidence-
building measures by both sides.
In this context, he expressed seri-
ous concern over the “tough rhet-
oric” by the two foreign offices
and a media war that continues to
pollute the atmosphere.

He appreciated the decision of
the All Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) to call off strikes and pro-
tests before the summit and
urged India and the militant out-
fits to follow the example.

“No doubt, Kashmir should be
given top priority in the dialogue
process, all other areas of con-
frontation, such as the arms race
and Siachen, and areas of mutual-
ly beneficial cooperation like
trade and the gas/oil pipeline
should also be given due atten-

tion with an open mind."/
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" Follow-up m

By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, JUNE 25. The most lmportant faCtOl‘
about next month’s summit is the most obvious
— restoration of trust and mutual confidence is
a must for a meaningful advance towards In-
dia- Pakistan amity. The experience of the last
two such exercises was far from happy, though
each one of the two top-level contacts — at
Shimia in 1972 and at Lahore in 1999 — con-
cluded on notes of supreme satisfaction. Major
snags developed subsequently and, as a result,
the gains could not be sustained. The reason —
continued distrust came in the way of imple-
menting the agreements and undertakings. On
paper the documents summing up the out-
come of their labours looked fine, the assur-
ances conveyed privately and informally
sounded promising. In practice, however, there
was no change in the old mindset. As seen by
India, Pakistan did not live up to the agree-
ments and solemn assurances. Hopefully, it will
be a different — and a pleasant — story now.
No one in India and for that matter in Pakis-
tan, is that unrealistic as to pin high hopes on
the interaction between the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, General Pervez Musharraf, but, nonethe-
less, its significance is not minimised. There is
the modest expectation that they may set in
motion an engagement process, structured or
informal. The follow-up of whatever decision is
taken by the two leaders will be of crucial signif-
icance. The key point will be whether the agree-
ment, even though modest, is sought to be
worked in the spirit in which it is finalised.
There would have been no need to empha-
sise this point, had this simple logic been ob-

served past two occasions.

To take the second case first, the very act of
Mr. Vajpayep undertaking a bus journey to La-
hore, the tone and tenor of his talks with his
Pakistani counterpart, Mr. Nawaz Sharif, the
declaration, signed by them, the memorandum
of understanding on nuclear confidence build-
ing measures evoked tremendous euphoria.
What happened soon after is fresh in the peo-
ple’s memory. Kargil not only undid Lahore,
but also inflicted additional serious damage to
the bilateral ties, already strained. The very
thought that the plans for the Kargil invasion
were underway, when Mr. Nawaz Sharif affixed
his signatures to the Lahore Declaration was
seen as a great betrayal, a stab in the back,
because of which New Delhi found it hard to
persuade itself to resume the dialogue with Is-
lamabad — especially when the architect of
Kargil was the new ruler. The casualties of Kar-
gil included the back-channel diplomacy be-
fore, during and shortly after Lahore.

In 1972, the Shimla Agreement between In-
dira Gandhi, then Prime Minister, and Z. A.
Bhutto, then President of Pakistan, laid down
several wholesome propositions. This one, for
instance: “that the two countries are resolved
to settle their differences by peaceful means
through bilateral negotiations or by any other
peaceful means mutually agreed upon between
them. Pending the final settlement of any of the
problems between the two countries, neither
side shall unilaterally alter the situation and
both shall prevent the organisation, assistance
or encouragement of any acts detrimental to
peaceful and harmonious relations.” Then
there was the joint commitment to respect the

more crucial than dlalogue

line of control. Bhutto, it was known; d
agreed to the conversion of the LoC into in-
ternational border but wanted it to be a gradual
process to prepare public opinion in his coun-
try. As disclosed by Mr. P. N. Dhar, Secretary te
Indira Gandhi, who was privy to the delicate
discussions, in an article in a national daily in
1995, Bhutto agreed not only to change the cea-
sefire line into a line of control, for which he
had earlier proposed the term ‘line of peace’
but agreed that the line would be gradually en-
dowed with the ‘characteristics of an interna-
tional border’. Indira Gandhi agreed to
accommodate Bhutto and this point was not
incorporated in the formal agreement, or in any
additional secret pact. India, a victor, according
to policy-makers, did not want to appear vin-
dictive, reminding their colleagues that the
Treaty of Versailles had been the basis of anoth-
er war.

This disclosure was widely noted and com-
mented upon in Pakistan. A leading intellec-
tual, Humayun Gauhar, had this to say: “If it
took a private talk between Mr. Bhutto and Mrs.
Gandhi in which he made certain commit-
ments to her but which he was clever enough
not to have written down in the Shimla Agree-
ment or on a separate piece of paper, then it
was diplomatic artistry of the highest order. He
would have known better than anyone else that
such a private secret agreement, which is only
verbal, was worthless. Face it Mr. Dhar, even if
we accept what you say, Mr. Bhutto fooled your
prime minister.”

Let there be no fooling now. Peace and
security of th/eugggztinem is a serious mat-
ter. .

~ ~
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/ ADVANCE TEAM DEPARTURE MAY BE DELAYED

usharraf cautious about ~

W

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD)JUNE 25. A day before he begins the
process of Yormal consultations with a cross-
section of sogiety on his Delhi yatra, the Pakis-
tani President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has
once again reiterated that he is ‘“cautiously
optimistic”’ about his summit meeting with
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Gen. Musharraf also declared that his Gov-
ernment would not compromise on Pakistan’s
minimum nuclear deterrence. The President’s
two statements at a college on the outskirts of
Islamabad are perhaps intended to set the
agenda for the consultations, and send out a
clear signal to those on the domestic front
apprehensive of the visit, that they have noth-
ing to worry about.

The “policy statements” came amid indica-
tions that the departure of the two-member
team to New Delhi to finalise the programme
and oversee the security arrangements for
Gen. Musharraf was delayed.

“Probably the team may not be able to leave
Islamabad on June 27 as announced earlier.
The reason for the delay is partly to do with
the fact that New Delhi is still busy with the
nitty-gritty of the details of the summit and
gen. Musharraf’s other engagements during
his stay in India,” a Foreign Office official said.

In an informal briefing to the press on Sun-
day, the chief spokesman of the military gov-
ernment, Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi,
indicated that the agenda for the Agra meeting
would not be “rigid”. While Kashmir was the
“core issue”, Pakistan would have no problem
in discussing other subjects, he said. In a way,
it is an/eﬁdorsement of the Indian line for a

“composite dialogue” and the eight-point
agenda evolved in 1997. )

Gen. Musharraf is slated to have a heart-to-
heart meeting with a group of editors of lead-
ing Pakistani papers. He has also invited 24
leaders of religious and political parties for a
discussion. The Alliance for Restoration of De-
mocracy, a conglomerate of 18 parties includ-
ing the Pakistan Muslim League and the
Pakistan People’s Party, is meeting in Lahore
tomorrow to decide whether or not to respond
to the invitation of Gen. Musharraf after he
took over as the President.

The meeting with the representatives of
parties and groups from the Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir will be the last — on June 28.
There are different views among the parties
and groups in PoK on the Agra summit.

In his speech at the college function, Gen.
Musharraf said: “The minimum nuclear de-
terrence will not and cannot be compromised
as the security of Pakistan rests on this capa-
bility.” “Pakistan’s nuclear capability is en-
tirely for self-defence. We have no aggressive
designs. We believe in acquiring minimum

credible deterrence and do not want to direct °

our limited resources towards the race of
weapons of mass destruction.”

Gen. Musharraf said “South Asia must
come out of its pit of poverty and learn to live
in peace and harmony. It is in this spirit that I
have accepted the invitation of Indian Prime
Minister”.

About his Indian visit from July 14 to 16, he
said: “I am going there with cautious opti-
mism.” Pakistan, he said, did realise that the
Islamic world and it (Pakistan) were left be-
hind in science and technology and a lot of
catching had to be done. “This was possible if

outcome of summit

we focus on this area,” he said.

“If we remain ever-dependent on borrowed
knowledge and imported technology, the
Muslim world cannot develop.” He said with-
out developing a sound indigenous base for
science and technology ‘‘we can neither pros-
per nor live in peace and security.”

196 Indian fishermen
to be freed

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 25. The Government of Pakis-
tan has decided to release 196 Indian fishe:-
men, along with their 32 boats, in its custody.
They have been detained from time to time for
straying into it$ territorial waters for unlawful
fishing. :

An official statement said the decision had
been taken unilaterally step has been taken by
the Government -of Pakistan unilaterally on
“humanitarian grounds”. On June 7, Pakistan
had released 157 Indian fishermen together
with their 25 boats.

Till recently, there were 200 or so Indian
fishermen in Pakistani jails. There are 229 Pa-
kistani fishermen in Indian jails.

India released 160 fishermen in April last
and another 63 more are expected to be re-
leased soon. Authorities on both sides have
taken up the issue and some progress is ex-
pected in the weeks to come.

India and Pakistan had agreed, much before
the November peace process was initiated, to
review the cases of all fishermen detained and
it was agreed to release all those detained

" against whom no charges could be substan-

tiated and there is proof of their identity.
/
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BY SHAHID FARIDI Rg\ ,
New Delhi, June 25: The min-
istry of external affairs has
approved the. proposal of the
Indian Council of Social Science
Research for holding an Indo-
Pakistan conference of social sci-
entists and intellectuals a week
before  Pakistan  President
Parvez Musharraf’s visit to this
country.

The ministry has conveyed to
the ICSSR that it had no objec-
tion to the proposed conference.
The conference, to be held on the
theme “Development Perspec-
tives in the New Millennium:
Forging India-Pakistan Partner-
ship,” aims at evolving “flexible
and innovative ways to discuss
the problems between the two
countries and suggest ways to
settle them.”

The MEA'’s clearance has come
as a shot in the arm to the ICSSR
which was worried about the
clearance as a recent order by
the ministry of home affairs cre-
ated hurdles for conferences in
which participants from Pak.
istan,  Afghanistan, China,

At least 40 participants from
akistan are likely to take part
ily the meet. The conference will
bé held in New Delhi from July 9

ICSSR chairman M.L. Sondhi
told The Asian Age: “We also
propose to launch an India-Pak-
istan Social Scientists’ Forum
with a hope that the two coun-
tries will work together for a
transformed intellectual, cultur-
institutional environ-

Prof. Sondhi said the India-

Indo-Pak ICSSR

meet i Vc eared

\FBangladesh and Sri Lanka were

Scientists’

Forum, if it materialises, will f
sponsor academic conferences |
and facilitate collaborative work
with institutional partners in the
two countries.

Other themes of the Indian

Science

Research proposed conference
include, “India-Pakistan: A Cul-
tural Continuum; Glopalisation:
An Economic Oppdrtunity for

Improved Relations; Empoyer-
)E‘:T;le
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tion to General Pervez Mushar-
\ raf not only surprised Pakistan
but it “mellowed down even a
l military officer like Gen Mush-
| arraf,” say senior Pakistani of-
\\ ficials.
| But Pakistan, despite its “ad-
‘ miration for Mr Vajpayee’s
. statesmanship” expects India,
| as the bigger partner, to sacri-
] fice something.
| Pakistani officials feel if In-
\ dia makes any suggestions as
part of lts _sacrifice on the

13

| fective acceptability” to Paki-
. stan as well as the Kashmiris.
' But the same formula, they
are certain, would not work, if
\ people of Kashmir or Pakistan
| make the suggestions. What
: \ more could India sacrifice af-
, ter giving away so much? On
this, officials are clueless.

|
j ‘Cautiously optimistic’
i (Gen Musharraf today said he
was cautiously optimistic about
next month’s summit meeting
| with Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
adds PTI from Islamabad. He
[ vowed not to compromise on the
country’s resolve to maintain
minimum nuclear deterrence.
(“South Asia must come out
of the poverty pit and learn to
live in peace and harmony.
It’s in this spirit that I have
accepted Mr Vajpayee’s invi-
tation.” “I am going there
| with cautious optimism”, the

Vajpay‘ee’s invitation h

Pakistan expecs
Imlm s sacrifice

\
g /\ ’OGeneral said. He was ad-

dressing the 26th Interna-
tional Nathiagali Summer
College on Physics and Con-
temporary Needs.)

Mr Vajpayee has impressed
the Pakistanis by his calcula-
ted gestures. It's different
from the impression he made

e
|
|

]ammu station
blast injures 43

‘JAMMU June 25. — Forty-
| three people were injured in
\ a blast at the Jammu railway
| station today. The IED,
planted in a scooter parked
‘ near the military control
office at the station, exploded
[ at 9, 30 p.m., officials said.

i -

|

after the Lahore Declaration.
This time, there is a lot of
hope on the other side of the
border, observers said. This
despite the fact that Indian
leaders have repeatedly been
dissuading people from ex-
pecting results from the sum-
mit meeting.

“So what, even a stalemate in
this summit should be taken as
a positive sign because there
would at least be some kind of
beginning through the sum-

_mit,” said a Pakistani official.

‘Mr Vajpayee’s efforts to es-
tablish a chemistry with Gen
Musharraf on the summit eve
has not gone unnoticed. “He
has been able to mellow down
an armyman which in itself is
a great achievement ... and

ellowed Musharraf

when the General has mel-
lowed down, it clearly means
that down the line he has the
backing of the people in his
country,” officials said, in the
context of objections that Gen
Musharraf received from dif-
ferent quarters.

But would Gen Musharraf be
able to contain the activities
and statements being fanned
by Islamic fundamentalist or-
ganisations in Pakistan? Offi-
cials feel these so-called fun-
damentalists have only “s-
treet powers” and if a person
in power, who is also commit-
ted to his religion, gives logi-
cal arguments, the fundamen-
talists fall in line. The general
did make a mark when he
asked religious leaders at a
congregation not to make il-
logical, rough statements.

PTI adds: In his address at
the college, the Pakistani
President said he would con-
tinue to rely on nuclear deter-
rence as that was the only
way Pakistan could protect
its security and economic in-
terests. “Minimum nuclear
deterrence will not and can-
not be compromised as the se-
curity of Pakistan rests on
this capability.” Pakistan’s
capability “is entirely for self-
defence”, he said. “We have no
aggresmve designs”.

Gen Musharraf said: “We be-
lieve in acquiring minimum
nuclear deterrence and do not
want to direct our limited re-
sources towards the race of
weapons of mass destruction.”

B Another report on page 8
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usharraf may

- seek more
Wuuionomy -

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 24. - As
the Centre prepares the
grounds for the Vajpayee-
Musharraf summit in Agra on

14-16 July, the two sides have
already exchanged views on the
summit agenda.

New Delhi has said the territo-
ry on the Indian side of the LoC
is not negotiable. Gen Pervez
Musharraf has asked diplomat-
ic channels to explore the possi-
bility of granting more autono-
my to Kashmir which stands
divided between India and
Pakistan, officials said.

(A two-member Pakistani
delegation will leave for New
Delhi on 27 June to finalise the
programme for the summit,
.defence spokesman, Maj-Gen
Rashid Qureshi said in Islama-
bad tonight, adds PTI).

Gen Musharraf is expected to
offer more autonomy te Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir and
would expect India to do the
same in J&K.

(The Pakistani President has
convened a meeting of PoK-
based Hurriyat and Kashmiri
leaders next week to discuss
the Kashmir issue ahead of the
summit talks in Agra. Gen
Musharraf is already meeting
leaders of various political par-
ties in Pakistan. He has also in-
vited Kashmiri separatist lead-
ers based in London and the
USA for consultations to ascer-
tain their views on the issue,

officials said, adds UNI )

India is yet to react on the
Kashmir autonomy issue. If
New Delhi accepts it, the issue
may be included in the summit
agenda. But officials say it’s too
simplistic a view that India
would agree to any such pro-
posal from Pakistan. .

On the contrary, India will ask
Gen Musharraf to first stop
aiding and abetting terrorist
operations in the Kashmir val-
ley from across the border.

The word “autonomy” would
m Editorial: Whither |
Musharraf? page 6 J

mean relaxing restrictions on
the movement of the people
living on either side of the LoC.
It would also imply encourag-
ing free mixing of the people
and trade between the PoK and
J&K. New Delhi is unlikely to
accept this, officials said.
Contacted by The States-
man, the principal secretary to
the Prime Minister and nation-
al security adviser, Mr Brajesh
Mishra, said: “This is an Amer-
ican proposal. We have not giv-
en thought fo this subject”.
Asked if India would discuss
the issue of more autonomy to
J&K, he said: “ This is our in-
ternal matter. Why should we
discuss J&K autonomy issue at
the Agra talks”.

The US diplomats have pro-
posed the two leaders should
revive the proposal to convert
the LoC into the international
border if integration of Kagshmir

is not possible, officials said.

Mr Mishra’s denial notwith-
standing, Pakistan is actively
mobilising support for this pro-
posal through Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders. The Hurriyat
leaders have sought an ap-
pointment with Mr Vajpayee
before Gen Musharraf’s visit.
This is one reason why the
Hurriyat leaders want to be in-
cluded as a party when the
Kashmir issue is discussed
with the Pakistani President.
The government has already
ruled out any third party par-
ticipation in talks between In-
dia and Pakistan on this issue.
The Hurriyat leaders, officials
say, would raise the question of
more autonomy for J&K
through Mr K C Pant, Centre’s
interlocutor on Kashmir. Mr
Pant is being consulted at ev-
ery level of the pre-summit
preparations since Kashmir
would figure prominently dur-
ing the Agra talks.

The Hurriyat leaders, who have
not met the Prime Minister as
yet, have expressed complete
faith in his leadership to solve
the Kashmir issue. )

The All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence chief, Prof. Abdu! Ghani
Bhatt, has said it’s in the larger
interest of the people of J&K
that the Prime Minister listens
to views of Hurriyat leaders be-
fore the summit meeting, adds
The APHC today expressed
hope that Mr Vajpayee woul
grant it an"audience.
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/] Entlre day set

aside for\Agra

summit meet

ISLAMABAD: A full day has
been set aside for the summit
meeting between Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Pakistan’s President, Gen Pervez
Musharraf, in Agra on July 15, offi-
cial sources said here on Saturday.

The sources said Gen Musharraf
would have a packed schedule
during his three-day visit to India
beginning July 14.

According to the tentative itin-
erary being finalised by officials of
the two countries, Gen Musharraf,
accompanied by his wife, will leave
for New Delhi on the morning of
July 14. After a ceremonial wel-
come, he will stay at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, where he will have formal
as well as protocol meetings with
President K.R. Narayanan, Mr
Vajpayee,
leader of the
opposition
S onia
Gandhi,
Union home §
minister LK.
Advani and i
other leaders. Gen Musharraf is
scheduled to visit Rajghat to pay
homage to Mahatma Gandhi. He
will also visit his ancestral home in
New Delhi the same day.

Later, he will attend a high tea
hosted by Pakistan’s high commis-
sioner Ashraf Jahangir Qazi. He
will end the day after attending a
banquet hosted in his honour by
Mr Narayanan.

After an overnight stay in New
Delhi, Gen Musharraf will fly to
Agra early the following morning,
where he will have a daylong sum-
mit meeting with Mr Vajpayee.

The summit is expected to go
late into the evening and, if neces-
sary, the following morning, the
sources said. “The structure as well
as the format have been kept wide
open for the two leaders to strike a
personal rapport, friendship and
understanding,” the sources said.

They said the basic. format for
the participation of ministers of

both the countries as well top offi-
cials to assist the two leaders at the
summit had not yet been finalised.
“The structure may evolve after
the first two rounds of meeting
between the two on July 15 morn-
ing,” sources said.

Both sides have not yet decided
about issuing a joint communique
or addressing a joint press confer-
ence at the end of the summit.

On July 16, Gen Musharraf is
scheduled to fly to Jaipur, from
where he will take a helicopter to
Ajmer Sharif and visit the ‘dargah’
of famous Sufi saint Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti.

From there, Gen Musharraf will
return to Jalpur and fly back to
Islamabad. The sources said the
visit was initially planned for two

request of the
Pakistan gov-
emment  to
devote more
time to fruitful
discussions with Indian leaders.

Meanwhile, reports from New
Delhi said three five-star hotels in
Agra had been identified for host-
ing the summit talks. They are
Amar Vilas, Jaypee Palace and
Mughal Sheraton. All three, or at
least two, may be different venues
for the meetings. Officials of the
protocol wing of the external
affairs ministry, who recently visit-
ed Agra, are expected to finalise
the venues shortly.

In a bid to secure political legiti-
macy as head of the summit, Gen
Musharraf on Saturday invited 24
political parties for a meeting on
June 27 to discuss his visit and has
planned to meet Islamic clerics,
scholars and leading editors.

The invitations for ex-prime
minister Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan
People’s Party and Pakistan
Muslim League of deposed PM
Nawaz Sharif have been sent in the
name of second rung leaders. #n) /
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/o Geelani admits to v *M\}Q
differences over summit

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 23. Differences
within the All Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) came to the fore
today when one of its senior lead-
ers, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, said
the content of the APHC letters to
the Prime Minister, Mr. A B. Vaj-
payee, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Gen. Musharraf, was not
approved by the executive coun-
cil.

Though he repeatedly avoided
questions on the Hurriyat's stand
on the coming summit, he admit-
ted that there were differences in
the conglomerate but refused to
elaborate. “I was not present in
the June 13 meeting of the exec-
utive in which the decision to
send the letters was taken.

But I know that the content of
the letters was not discussed and
the question of its approval does
not arise,” Mr. Geelani, a former
APHC chairman, who has been
staying away from Hurriyat meet-
ings, said.

By sending identical letters to
the two leaders, the Hurriyat had
ostensibly changed its earlier
stand according to which India
was seen as an ‘“‘oppressor”’ and
Pakistan a “sympathiser.” The

o 5

The former APHC chairman,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani,

addressing a press conference
In Srinagar on Saturday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

letters were handed over to the
Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr.
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, and an offi-
cial in the PMO, by Hurriyat rep-
resentatives.

On the recent meeting of the
executive which turned out to be
stormy, Mr. Geelani said “Behter
Yahin Hey Ki Zakhmon Ko Hara
Na Kiya Jayey”’ (It is better not to
scratch the wounds). It was a vio-

lation of the Hurriyat constitution_

which stresses on the resolution
of the issue through tripartite
talks, he added.

He urged Gen. Musharraf to fo:
cus on the Kashmir issue during
his summit with Mr. Vajpayee.
“The basis of the talks should be
the Kashmir issue and Gen.
Musharraf should take positive
steps in this direction,” he said. If
the historical aspect of the prob-
lem was not taken into consider-
ation, the dialogue would not lead
to any solution. However, he was
not against the talks. Mr. Geelani
stressed that resolution of the
Kashmir problem was possible
only by implementing the United
Nations resolutions on Kashmir.

‘Repression’:

Mr. Geelani accused the Gov-
ernment of stepping up atrocities
against the people ahead of the
summit. “I do not understand
why on the one hand, the Govern-
ment is talking about the peace
process and on the other, carrying
out the genocide of Kashmiris,”
he said. Referring to his visit to
Hanoora village in north Kashmir,
pe said 28 Rashtriya Rifles had

let loose a reign of texroT against
the people.”
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_~_ Agenda in consultation
: Jaswant

}((9/\\

By Amit Baruah

ADELAIDE, JUNE 22. The External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, said here today that he will “fix the
agenda” for the upcoming summit meeting between
India and Pakistan after he returns to New Delhi in
consultation with the “visitors”.

Mr. Singh, who will travel to New Zealand before
returning to New Delhi, referred to possible pre-sum-
mit contacts with the “visitors” in the run-up to the
meeting between the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, and the Pakistani President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf.

At a press conference, he said his expectations from
the summit meeting were “realistic’’.

Asked if the U.S. would be provided access to mil-
itary bases in India given the upswing in relations, Mr.
Singh said that Gen. Henry Shelton, a top-ranking
U.S. military man, would visit India in July. “Military-
to-military cooperation is one of the components of
Indo-U.S. cooperation. Access to bases... you are
moving far too fast yet. Let these things evolve over
time.” '

To a question, he said he did not think the Jammu
and Kashmir issue was “affecting regional security”
in South Asia at the moment. “Gen. Musharraf is vis-
iting India shortly. Dates for it have been set. He is
coming between (July) 14 and 16 and we’ll address
this {Kashmir) during his presence.”

Asked if there would be anything else on the agen-
da, he said, “‘Well, I haven’t been back to Delhi since
the dates were announced. As soon as I go back I will
fix the agenda... It will (have to be fixed) through
tonsultations with visitors.” He was evasive on
whether the agenda would be “open” or “‘specific”,
merely saying, “Why don't you let me get back to
Delhi.”

with Pak.

Asked to explain the Indian decision of being one of
the first to “recognise” the presidency of Gen. Mush-
arraf, he said, “We have never not recognised Pakis-
tan. Please let's be understood. Gen. Musharraf
announced that he’s President of his country and it is
not as if India had withdrawn recognition from Pakis-
tan. We haven’t done so ever. This is a matter of
internal governance by Pakistan. Talks are to take
place and we have simply offered our congratulations
on his becoming President.”

Will this have any bearing on the dialogue? Mr.
Singh said, “I think the dialogue will go on as
planned.”

Asked by an Australian reporter about the recent
comments made by the U.S. National Security Ad-
viser, Dr. Condoleeza Rice, to The Hindu that India
now “counts”, he said, ‘“There is a recognition of
reality. This is not any aggressive assertion. India is
economically on the move. It is a nation of one bil-
lion. It is a nation that stands for stability. It is non-
aggressive in ideology or intent. There are great many
elements that bring India and the U.S. together as
there are that bring India and Australia together. So,
if... Dr. Rice has said that India counts, she’s not re-
ferring only to our population.”

The Australian Foreign Minister, Mr. Alexander
Downer, said that his country welcomed the summit
meeting. ‘“The summit between Indian and Pakistani
leaders is a very useful step forward, and I very much
hope that through that process there will be greater
confidence between the countries and they can to-
gether work, over time, towards a resolution of the
Kashmir issue, which is, of course, very much at the
heart of differences they have.”

“"Things are, at least, substantially improving in the
sub-continent. India is making a big contribugion to
build a better environment,” he added.
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~All-party meet
& on July 97,
By Our Special Corresponden

NEW DELHI, JuME 21. The Centre to-
day decided to convene an all-
party meeting on July 9 ahead of
the proposed visit by the Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
here from July 14 to 16.

At the meeting, to be presided
by the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B.
Vajpayee, the Government is ex-
pected to brief the leaders of both
the Opposition parties and the al-
lies on the thinking behind the in-
vitation to the Pakistani leader
and what the Government hopes
to achieve during the summit.

The Opposition parties had de-
manded such a meeting as they
wanted to be taken into confi-
dence on such an important mat- |
ter.

Announcing the decision, the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Mr. Pramod Mahajan, said the
meeting would be held at the
Prime Minister’s 7, Race Course
Road residence at 11 a.m. on July
9. Party leaders from both Houses
of Parliament would be invited.
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Mr Vajpayees 1d ve Gen
whuh “emboldened”
“asurp” presidency an
the “extra political power” to
speak to India. “It has helped
Pakistan at our cost. It has
given constitutional powers to
a reckless General who has a
record of adventurism and now
holds three different powers”,
Mr Chellaney says. .
The director of United
Services Institution of India,
Lt-Gen Satish Nambiar, thinks
otherwise. He feels India’s
approach has been a matured
one because there was no point
issuing an aggressive reaction
to Gen Musharraf becoming
President. “What Gen
Musharraf has done is for

domestic reasons. When we
had already invited him as the

Chief Executive, what is the |

point reacting now?”

“It’s no use using rhetorics of
undemocratic approaches
when one clearly knows it has
an impact on the life of people
in Jammu and Kashmir.”
lieutenant General feels the
cards are staked in “India’s
favour”.

Prof Kalim Bahadur feels
India cannot react in a
negative manner because that
would would tantamount to
“sabotaging” the summit
. meeting before it even takes
place. “It would undermine the
summit meetmg totally”.

There is no point “questioning |
of Gen

the credentials”
Musharraf. It actually
amounts to. interfering in
Pakistan’s internal affairs.

“India’s stand on democracy is
well-known and may be India
is reserving its comments for
the post-summit”, he says. /

H BULA DEVI
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 21. - The
President today welcomed Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf as Pres-
ident of Pakistan but the USA,
the UK, Russia, Australia and
the Commonwealth nations ex-
pressed concern at the move.
The USA today said the action
was “another turn away from
democracy” and curbs against
Islamabad wouldn't be lifted
till a democratically elected go-
vernment took over. The Pakis-
tani foreign minister, Mr Abdul
Sattar, said compulsions back
home had forced the Chief Ex-
ecutive to take the decision.
China has said Gen. Mushar-

. raf’s decision to declare himself

President was an internal af-
fair.

But India let its acting high
commissioner, Mr Sudhir Vyas,
attend the oath- takmg ceremo-
ny. Experts’ opinion on India’s
reaction is divided. Many ob-
servers feel New Delhi is feel-
ing coy, having tied itself in a
diplomatic bind with Islama-

. o
ndia welcomes,

world copdemins
Q4 ¥t o /Ay India's posture

isa matured” one.

Strategic affairs expert, Mr
Brahma Chellaney, feels India,
by keeping quiet, has not only
gone against international opi-
nion, it has “endorsed Gen. Mu-
sharraf’s second coup”. The ge-
neral managed the second coup
with India’s help because it
gave him the opportunity to do
s0. “In one stroke, Mr Vajpayee
gave him legitimacy, denied to
him since his first coup”.

Pakistan is going through se-
vere financial strains. The
credit packages which it got
from IMF, World Bank, ADB
and bilateral creditors’ nations
in December 1999, will end this
month. It has been urging for
further rescheduling of the
debt repayment and desperate-
ly looking for legitimacy. “Ther-
efore, Mr Vajpayee’s invitation
to Gen. Musharraf came from
heaven for Pakistan”. Its “ter- -
rorist country image” would
now get blunted, Mr Chellaney
says.

B See INDIA: page 8/
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NEW DELHI, June 21. — Indi-

an officials did a U-turn today
on whether, during yesterday’s
phone call, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
l payee had addressed Gen. Per-
i vez Musharraf as “Mr Presi-
| dent” before the latter’s eleva-
“ tion had been formally an-
. nounced by Islamabad.
' After having said that the
. Prime Minister did not refer to
Gen. Musharraf as President
during their five-minute con-
| versation, the ministry of ex-
\ ternal affairs corrected itself.
| But the correction came only
] after some Pakistani newspa-

. pers reported on Mr Vajpayee S
i mode of address.
1 While the Indian media saxd
l Gen. Musharraf had called up

Mr Vajpayee, Pakistani media

| claimed it was the opposite.

i The government admitted that
. | hours before Gen. Musharraf
| became President, Mr Vajpay-
{ ee gsaid “Good morning, Mr
| President,” and that it was said
' in “anticipation”.
‘3 Was it an attempt by the
i Prime Minister to create a
! . chemistry with the military
\ . ruler before the summit?
1 Although the government
| claims it was a polite form of
] beginning the conversation, ac-
| cording to a report of the Pakis-
\tam newspaper, Jung, Gen.
i Musharraf replied: “Mr Prime
.. Minister, I'm not the Presi-
deélt But Mr Vajpayee persis-
ted.

Gen. Musharraf apparently
said: “Mr Prime Minister, what

]
I a
|
|
|

[

]
E
|
]
\

| are you congratulating me for?”

| Mr Vajpayee replied: “Mr Pres-
| ident, I'm congratulatmg you
i beforehand on assuming the of-
J

ajpayee knew
Musharraf would
\Jme President

PM CALLS OPPOSITION

| NEW DELHI June 21 —The
| Prime Mmlster today atten-
I ded his first official meeting
\ after his return from Mum-
' bai. Mr Vajpayee said he
- would convene a meeting of
‘ all party leaders on 9 July to
brief them about the talks he
[ proposed to hold with Gener-
i al Pervez Musharraf. He said
| he would take all parties into
| confidence on the summit

\ agenda — SNS .

- “m Edltomal Pres1dent
| Musharrafl, page 6 |
{ B Pak artistes set the

|
|

stage for summit, page 8
, B Change in Pak attitude
| amust: Jana, page 8
fice of Presxdent after a few
hours.”

The conversation went on as
Gen. Musharraf said: “Mr
Prime Minister, I too thank you
beforehand for the congratula-
tions.” )

(The conversation quoted in
The Nation:

Mr Vajpayee: “Good morning,
Mr President.”

Gen. Musharraf: “I am not the
President, Mr Prime Minister.”

Mr Vajpayee: “Yes, I know. I
was just addressing in antici-
pation.”

Gen Musharraf: “Thank you. I
accept your felicitation in antie-
ipation.”)

The Jung reported that the
conversation went on for 16-
odd minutes. According to dip-
lomatic circles here, India had
already come.to know through
its own sources about the prep-
arations that were going on fo
elevate Gen. Musharraf’s posi-

tion and therefore, was not tak-
en by surprise.

Agencies from Islamabad quo-
ted the Jung report and said
Mr Vajpayee had informed
Gen. Musharraf that he
was anxiously looking forward
to his visit to India, beginning
on 14 July, and that he
would be received with full
honours.

“Thank you, Prime Minister
sahib. Our meeting will be
fruitless without meaningful
talks on resolving the Kashmir
issue,” Gen. Musharraf said,
according to Jung.

To this, Mr Vajpayee said:
“Kashmir will certainly be dis-
cussed along with other is-

| sues.”

Apparently, Gen, Musharrafs
reaction to this was: “Surely I
will discuss other issues apart
from the main Kashmir dis-
pute.”

This is not the first time diplo-
matic gaffes have arisen after a

“phone summit®. Earlier this
year when the two leaders
spoke on the phone after the
Gujarat earthquake, the con-
troversy was “who called up
whom”.

Jaswant Singh, who is in Aus-
tralia, today said India never
regarded Paklstan as “enemy
number one” and asserted that
Kashmir was not a territorial
dispute, a report from Sydney
says.

China backs summit: China
today gave its backing to the
planned talks between Mr Vaj-
payee and Gen. Musharraf, a
report from Beijing says.

“We express welcome and ap-
preciation,” foreign ministry
spokeswoman Ms Zhang Qiyue

told reporters. /

‘Pak not enemy No.l: Mr -



ITH the announceme-
ntof dates for the India-
| Pakistan July summit,
’ General Musharraf has
changed his designation from chief ex-
' ecutive to President, thereby endowing
himself with a formal political status.
There have been statements from Vaj-
payee and Musharraf indicating that
there is no basic change in their negoti-
ating stanceson Kashmir; Vajpayee has
claimed that Jammu and Kashmir is an
integral partof India and that the issue of
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir has to be
onthe agenda of the summit. Musharraf
has stated that resolving the future sta-
tus of Kashmir is an unfinished task of
the Partition.

One would begin with the proposi-
tion that there is no place for euphoria
about, either India entering into these
negotiations from a position of strength,
or a presumption that Musharraf is
coming to this summit under tremen-
dous pressure. The Vajpayee govern;
ment eame to the conclusion that the
peace initiatives, which originated in the

 declaration of the unilateral ceasefire in
November, had reached saturation
pointwithout any concrete results.

_The invitation to Musharraf clearly
states India’s willingness to discuss the
Kashmir issue. The Indian assessment
is that to sustain international under-
standing and support for Indian con-
cerns on Kashmir, a resumption of a
high level and multi-pronged dialogue
js necessary. There are seeptics who do

ﬁc‘)t anticipate any concrete results from
the dialogue but majority of the people
.aresupportive of the Vajpayee initiative.

Musharraf agreed to the invitation
because of the following reasons: first it
helps him acquire legitimacy. Second, a
summitwith Vajpayee will help remedy
Pakistan’s image as a state supporting
Islamic terrorism. -

It must also be noted that Pakistan’s

N

foreign minister Abdul Sattar was in
Washington during the third week of

 June. Wth Secretary of State Colin

Powell and President George Bush he
would nodoubt have utilised the oppor-
tunity to convey not only Pakistani con-
cerns, but also expectations, about J&K.
In a manner, the speech given by
General Musharraf at the
National Seerat Confer-
ence in Islamabad, on
June 6, was remarkable.
He admonished leaders
of the Islari-pasand par-
ties and extremist organi-
sations to refrain from
adventurist and irrespon-
sible statementsabout
their militant intentions
regardmg India. He em-

J.N. Dixir
The prospect of any qualitatlve briakthfough '
in the summit Is unlikely. The Indian public is .
firmly opposed to any territorial alienation of
o J&K from Indla

It is significant that the Pakistan
High Commissioner in New Delhi
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi has made a spe-
cxaleffortnotonlytomtcmctwnththe
BJP and its associates in the ruling
coahtnon,hehasalsooontactedOppo-
sition parties, including Communist
leaders, in order to persuade them to
accept that the future status

of Kashmir should be dis-
cussed between the two
heads of government. In
this he has achieved mar-
ginal success. The pro-
"spect of any qualitative
break through in the sum-
mitin July is unlikely. The

posed to any territorial
alienation of J&K from

phasised that their activities tarnished
the image of Pakistan. He contradicted
their claims that they are committed to
Pakistan’sidentity and dignity.

What are the prospects from the
summit? A limited achievement would
be the revival of the Lahore Procéss.
There are possibilities that the twolead-
erswill decide.on the follow up action to
be taken, especially on the Memoran-
dum of Understanding on avoidance of
nuclear conflict and the working on nu-
clear risk reduction. Although otheris-
sues like the military stand- off at

. Siachen, the border demarcation on Sir

Creek and the need to enhance mutual

- confidence building measures may be

dlscussed, the central issue would be

‘

India. The people of Ladakh and
Jammu share the same view.
Political groups in the Kashmir vallcy

" have contradictory positions regarding

" Indian publicis frmly op-

&

solutions. There are some whowant to

JomPahstan,otlmswantJ&Ktobean
independent state, with se-
curity guarantees from India and Pak-
istan and the UN. There are some who
advocate a trifurcation of Kashmir into
three territorial entities: Ladakh, the
Kashmir valley and Jammu, with the
valley having links with Pakistan. One
has also come across a radical sugges-
MnbymcKashmnmmmhohaw
become refugeesin suggest
that Kashmir should be divided into
four entities: Ladakh, Jammw, the Valley
west of Jhelum to be given to Pakistan,

No cause for euphoria in the July summit -

’rlnk\%ack Shimla splrlt

and the Valley east of Jhelum to be- |
. come homeland for Kashmiri Hindus.

. Pakistan has notsignalled that there
is any change in its basic stand on the
Kashmir issue. In a recent interview,
General Musharraf said “a solution is
possible if both India and Pakistan be-
come flexible enough: to move away
from their stated positions.”

Musharraf reasons that once a dia-
logue starts, a movement forward
oo‘uld be possible. However, he firmly
believes that a solution should be
based on the UN resolution, the Secu-
rity Couricil Resolution on Plebiscite.
Elaborating his perception on the
Kashmir issue, Musharraf stated that
the situation in Kashmir is charac-
terised by a “freedom struggle”. He
feels that India should take note of this
reality in dealing with the issue, both
with Kashmiris and Pakistan.

Inrecent months, neither India, nor
Pakistan, have referred to the solution
visualised at Shimla in 1972. In other
words, the conversion of the Line of
Contro} into an international frontier
withsome necessary adjustments. Sucha
solution may even have the support of
the international community. The peo-
ple of J&K may accept this solution, if it
is combined with autonomy and guar-

-antees of access to Pakistan.

The initiation of a personal dia-
logue, however, isbound to project the
image that India and Pakistan are ca-

pable of interaction with each other. |

This summit must generate the pr-
ocess of continuous discussion. Th-
ough thiere may be no break through,
there should be no abrupt termination

of the dialogue process simply because |

1t did not lead to concrete results. The
summit provides an opportunity for

{India and Pakistan to decide whether
. the future of the peoples of t#o coun-

tries should be held

o the



ONVENTIONAL WISDOM is tha

the prospective meeting be-

tween the Prime Minister, Mr.

Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen. Pgrvez
Musharraf, will be a gamble on good luck.
However, the two leaders will have no
choice but to think of a win-win summit
that can lead to candid parleys over time.
The assumption is that Mr. Vajpayee has
carefully crafted his invitation to Gen.
Musharraf for discussions on a ‘“high
road to peace”’. Now, the dissimilar track
records of the two leaders and the doubts
over their compatibility as setious inter-
locutors do not of course hold out much
scope for upbeat optimism. Yet, the per-
vasive pre-summit climate of scepticism,
which the crystal gazers have been spot-
ting, can indeed serve as an ideal back-
drop for frank discussions by the two
leaders. They share the advantage of not
being called upon to answer instantly any
demanding expectations from either side.

Four dimensions of the pre-summit
scene merit close scrutiny. The first two
aspects — diplomatic compulsions of the
summit leaders and the political atmo-
spherics on both sides — reflect two in-
ter-related variables. These dynamics
constitute the context for two other inter-
linked facets of the India-Pakistan exist-
ential dilemma. This set of pre-summit
concerns is more complex. As a result, the
efforts by each side to test the will of the
other are being determined by a strange
alchemy of pragmatism and Micawber-
like baseless hopes. The low realistic ex-
pectations about the scheduled summit,
evident at one level, are interspersed with
some fond dreams, discernible on anoth-
er plane, about the meeting's agenda.

Mr. Vajpayee’s invitation to Gen.
Musharraf is generally seen in Pakistamas.
a statesmanlike move induced by a sense
of desperation. The crux of the unusual
- argument, which echoes the Pakistan es-
tablishment’s unstadted reasoning behind
Gen. Musharraf's cheerful acceptance of
the invitation, is revealing indeed. Sim-
ply, India’s quest for a global-power sta-
tus is seen to have induced Mr. Vajpayee
- to try and establish a good neighbourly
equation with Islamabad. The perception
in Pakistan {s that Mr. Vajpayee’s com-

By P. S. Suryanarayana

A peace dividend is an end in itself. It need not be a
means to promote India’s ‘great-power’ drive or cure
Pakistan’s ‘failed state’ syndrome.

pulsions of this kind can be explained by
the manifest failure of his recent ceasefire
initiative in Jammu and Kashmir. A rele-
vant fact is that the State is the anti-India
battle ground for separatist “jehad”
groups, which either owe allegiance to ot
derive sustenance from Pakistan. India’s
great-power aspiration is also seen to
have been bolstered by the ongoing dip-
lomatic honeymoon between New Delhi
and Washington. Closely linked to this
perception in Pakistan is the view of some
non-official American experts that India
may be seeking out Islamabad in an effort
to ward off a possible strategy by the pre-
sent Bush administration to pressure
New Delhi on the Kashmir question some
time in the future. This theory, too, is de-
rived from a perception about India as a
country with great-power dreams or pre-
tensions. Such notions are as partisan as
the alternative view that New Delhi can
hope to drive a favourable deal with Pa-
kistan only when it finds itself at the pre-
cipice of a failed-state abyss. Pakistan
today is certainly in turmoil. Yet, Islama-
bad, which can boast of its sustainable
geostrategic advantages and also a record
of skills in exploiting them, does not func-
tion in a vacuum. It is not in the interests
of the major powers to allow a nuclear-
armed Pakistan to fail completely as a
state. Witness the manner in which the
U.S.-led West had sought to manage the
international crisis arising out of the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, a nuclear-
armed superpower, in the 1990s. So,
while Pakistan is caught in the twin traps
of defence-expenditure-driven-poverty
and Talibanised religious obscurantism,
this grim reality cannot suit India’s great-
power drive. It is hoped that the leaders of
India and Pakistan have recognised this
simple but profound insight and, there-
fore, thought it prudent to engage in talks.
A peace dividend is an end in itself. It
need not be a means to promote India’s
‘great-power’ drive or cure Pakistan’s
‘failed-state’ syndrome. ’

Given the stark truth of historical mis-
trust between India and Pakistan, the at-
mospherics matter as much as the
compulsions for their dialogue. Gen.
Musharraf, the unelected ruler with an
anti-India military profile, cannot afford
to draw a complete blank at the prospec-
tive summit. He has struck some really
significant notes ahead of the summit.
His admonition of Pakistan’s proliferant
fundamentalist clerics for their reckless
talk, which echoes a desire to plant the
flag of Islam at the Red Fort in New Delhi,
is more than a slap on their faces. It is
indeed a measure of Gen. Musharraf’s
hold over Pakistan at this moment that
the shell-shocked clerics have not retal-
iated.

It is in this context that the former Pa-
kistan Prime Minister, Ms. Benazir Bhut-
to, is trying to fish in fast-flowing waters,
She contends that any agreement that In-
dia might now reach with Gen. Musharraf
would run the risk of being dishonour

by a demacratically elected civilian gov--

ernment in Pakistan at some unforeseen
point in the future. If her intention is to
scuttle the imminent summit, Ms. Bena-
zir may do well to remind herself of the
fundamentals of global realpolitik and
Pakistan's political ‘order’. The atmo-
spherics on the Indian side, too, need to
be managed better by the Prime Minister,
if only because there is an amateurish no-
tion in some influential circles that New
Delhi must be able to manipulate its own
initiative.

The Ministers on both sides have tried
to test the will of each other by adopting
maximalist positions. The unstructured
agenda of the upcoming summit will be
determined in this overall milieu. For sov-
ereign reasons, India will not counte-
nance the idea that the ‘Kashmiri'

separatist groups, including the All Party -

Hurriyat Conference in its present state of
marginalisation, could knock at the doors
of the summit. India and Pakistan are ful-
ly cognisant, too, of their respective posi-

WA win-win summit as an idea

tions on the non- enforceable U.N.
resolutions on Kashmir, the Shimla Ac-
cord and the Lahore Declaration plus the
related documents. In a candid ambf-
ence, there can also be no doubt about
the centrality of the Kashmir dispute to
the India- Pakistan relationship in their
present unstable nuclear equation.

The strategic vulnerabilities of Islama-
bad may force it to play the nuclear card
in a purely diplomatic sense. So, any pro-
posals for an accord between India and
Pakistan on confidence building mea-
sures must transcend the doctrines of
managing a nuclear standoff and extend
to the realm of addressing emotions. Ac-
centuating Pakistan's emotions is its new
perception that India is now riding on the
U.S.” shoulders to acquire or be assured of
missile defence capabilities. This con-
straining emotional factor, too, heightens
the need for prime diplomatic focus on
Kashmir. India and Pakistan can now
usefully consider holding problem-solv-
ing discussions on Kashmir at the politi-
cal level (not that this‘approach was not
tried in the past). Moreover, an atiempt to
define the Kashmir dispute and set a rea-
sonable timeline for settlement may help.
The two parties rnust concur about what
they really intend to resolve — be it the
idea of converting the Line of Control into
a permanent border, with or without the
free movement of Kashmiris across it, or
indeed the question of pronouncing the
final constitutional status of an integral
Jammu and Kashmir, with or without a
sub-text about some or all its constituent
parts. A proposal advocated by Ms. Bhut-
to is a Camp David-style step-by-step ap-
proach (apparently, a U.S.-facilitated
India-Pakistan dialogue on Kashmir). A
counter-argument in Pakistan itself is
that any external facilitator, especially
Washington, will only favour a solution
acceptable to the stronger disputant, In-
dia in this case. If this be true, won’t ex-
ternal facilitation be a wild card that India
can, consider playing, if the Kashmir issue
is to prove intractable in a renewed and
candid bilateral process? There is no
need, though, to discount a difficult but
genuine bilateral process. When the go-
ing gets tough, the tough get going.

e



/FﬁCEPTlON AS HEAD OF STATE PLANNED

PM calls up MusI}agllaf,
looks forward to’Summit

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. Accepting Gen. Per?ez Musharraf
as the new Pakistan President, India has signalled
that there would be no change in its approach to the
Agra summit as a result of the political develop-
ments across the border today.

The Foreign Office spokeswoman confirmed that
Gen. Musharraf would now be visiting India as the
“President of Pakistan” and get all the honours due
to a visiting head of state.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
called Gen. Musharraf around 19.45 a.m. to say he
was “‘looking forward” to meeting the latter and ex-
tend a “warm welcome” to him in India in about
three weeks time.

Having already decided to engage Gen. Musharraf
last month, the Government was not going to quib-
ble over the somewhat unceremonious ouster of the
former President, Muhammad Rafiq Tarar, by the
General.

India had invited G-m. Musharraf as the head of
government in Pakista.. and he would now be re-
ceived as the head of state. This would imply only a
change in the protocol routine.

There will be 21 guns booming for Gen. Musharraf
when he is received here and the President, Mr. K. R.
Narayanan, will now be the formal host instead of
Mr.Vajpayee. Mr. Narayanan will receive Gen.
Musharraf in the forecourt of the Rashtrapati Bha-
van on July 14.

Although the timing of Gen. Musharraf’s takyfe’r

Wcould not have been anticipated, it was widely

known that he was planning to take over as Presi-
dent and run the country in the forseeable future.
The decision to advance the takeover, analysts here
say, might have been induced by the open question-
ing of Gen. Musharraf’s legitimacy in travelling to
India and negotiating with Mr. Vajpayee.

The assessment in New Delhi that Gen. Musharraf
was consolidating his power had clinched the de-
bate within the Government some weeks ago on
engaging the Pakistani leader and inviting him.

In his telephone call, Mr. Vajpayee thanked Gen.
Musharraf for the good wishes he received from the
Pakistani leader on a speedy recovery from his knee
operation. The Prime Minister reaffirmed his com-
mitment to hold “‘substantive discussions on the en-
tire range of bilateral issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir”. Gen. Musharraf said he was coming to
India with an “open mind”.

Informed sources here said the brief conversation
between the two leaders this morning was ‘‘very cor-
dial”.

Rebutting the initial reports from Pakistan on the
conversation between the two leaders, they said the
talk was neither combative nor did it involve any
complaints from Gen. Musharraf.

The Foreign Office spokeswoman said Gen. Mush-
arraf expressed the hope that “both sides will tone
down” the rhetoric that might vitiate the
sphere before the two leaders meet. M
reciprocated the sentiment.
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THE DIPLOMATIC COUNTDOWN to the India-
Pakistan summit, now scheduled for July 14-16 in
Agra, has begun on a conspicuously contentious
note during a sensitive cross-border telephone
conversation. Before assuming Pakistan’s highest
constitutional position of President on Wednes-
day, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who retains his func-
tional status as Chief Executive, complained to
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
about the current political atmosphere on the bi-
lateral front in the specific context of their pro-
spective meeting. The complaint was a sequel to
the reported observations by Mr. Vajpayee him-
self that the question of Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir would figure in his proposed talks with Gen.
Musharraf. Mr. Vajpayee’s reported hint of this
magnitude should, of course, be seen in the light
of New Delhi’s known constitutional affirmation
that the entire territory of Jammu and Kashmir
belongs to India. Yet, if Gen. Musharraf has felt
constrained to urge Mr. Vajpayee to help create a
congenial climate of cordiality for their planned
consultations, the reason can be traced to the
deeply tangled history of bilateral relations. Now,
in reassuring Pakistan in some way or other about
the historic potential of the imminent bilateral
parleys at the highest level, India can usefully
combine some imaginative flexibility towards Pa-
kistan’s sensitivity with a creative firmness of dip-
lomatic purpose. It is indeed in the larger
interests of both India and Pakistan to recognise
that diplomatic restraint and political candour
can go together.

With Gen. Musharraf having cheerfully ac-
cepted Mr. Vajpayee’s recent initiative for talks,
Pakistan’s leader is expected to be doubly con-
scious of the consequences of a setback, should it
occur, on the path to the Agra summit itself. To
say this is not to place the onus entirely upon
Gen. Musharraf for fostering a sustainable pre-
summit spirit of mutual tolerance. Yet, as Pakis-
tan’s unelected leader with some political con-
straints of image and initiatives at home as also

THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2001
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TOWARDS A SUMMIT OF FRIENDSHIP

on the internationa?}; ge, Gen. Musharraf may
find himself under more pressure than that en-
dured by Mr. Vajpayee. On the Indian side, the
Prime Minister’s essential task is to keep in con-
stant focus the vision of a big picture that he him-
self has raised. It was he who extended a highly
evocative invitation to Gen. Musharraf for parleys
on how to carve a “‘high road to peace’ across the
bilateral landscape. These words may imply an
inspirational mood as also a diplomatic signpost
for the future. As neighbours with an almost frac-
tured spirit of co-existence, the leaders of India
and Pakistan still seem unable to refrain from
stating their maximalist demands ahead of next
month’s summit. However, they will be well ad-
vised to observe utmost restraint so that the frag-
ile hopes of the people on either side are no
destroyed in the delicate ‘hpost’ phase of summif-

preparations. ‘ ‘J\'\ \(\Q N

It is a goAsign of sorts that the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, is reported to
have characterised the anticipated Agra summit
as a moment of hope. This remark, which has
gained currency during his current visit to the
U.S., marks a welcome departure from some of
his earlier comments that troubled the Indian po-
litical establishment in the wake of Mr. Vajpayee’s
recent summit initiative. No less important is
Gen. Musharraf’s parallel effort to match Mr. Vaj-
payee in wanting to change the India-Pakistan
history for mutual benefit. However, the leaders
on both sides of the psychological divide have
fallen victim to the magnetic appeal of their tradi-
tional positions even while seeking to strike pos-
tures of innovative friendship. The reason is not
far to seek. The history of events that largely nulli-
fied the bilateral gains of the Shimla Agreement
and the Lahore Declaration may have something
to do with this grim reality. Yet, it is now entirely
up to the present leaders of India and Pakistan t
seize the latest opportunity. The internatio
community, notably the United States, is wafch-
ing with considerable positive interest.

VHE mudol
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Palash Kumar 4 \\
New Delhi, June 20 \A \ €
BY BECOMING President of
Pakistan, General Pervez
Musharraf sought to give a sem-
blance of increased legitimacy to
his 20-month rule ahead of the
first summit with Indian Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
analysts here said.

“I consider this development

. as a good omen. By coming to this

summit as the President of Pak-
istan, decisions taken at the
meeting will now be binding on
the nation state,” said D Sreed-
har, a senior analyst at the Insti-
tute for Defence Studies and
Analyses. :
Musharraf was sworn in as
President of Pakistan on
Wednesday, hotirs after he spoke
on the telephone with Vajpayee
and the day after New Delhi and
Islamabad confirmed the general
would visit India from July 14 to
16. An Indian spokeswoman said
India’s High Commissioner in
Islamabad attended the oath-tak-
ing ceremony and that Mushar-
raf “will be visiting India as the
President when he arrives on
July 14." After a ceremonial
reception with full state honours
due to a head of State, Musharraf
will hold direct talks with Vaj-

! payee at the Taj Mahal city of
" Agra. Kashmir will be at the top
. of the agenda. Sreedhar said one

'
i
|

. of the reasons for Musharraf’s

decision to assume the presiden-
cy was that his tehure as army
chief was ending in the next few
months. “His assuming the office
of the President is not an unex-
pected development.

For India, we will feel more
comfortable talking to a Presi-
dent than a chief executive offi-
cer who assumed power through
clandestine means,” Sreedhar
said.

For months after the military
coup in Islamabad in October
1999, New Delhi steadfastly
rejected any offer of talks by

- Musharraf, calling him a mili-

tary dictator. But while the sum-
mit may assume some legal sig-
nificance with Musharraf hold-
ing the title of President, the
basic issues at Agra will remain
the same. “It does not change the
substance of the summit,” said J
N Dixit, a former Indian foreign
secretary “He is merely taking
up a formal identity and sending
a signal that he is in charge and
that he enjoys the support of all
sections. The development
implies that he has consolidated
his position,” Dixit added.
Writing before Wednesday’s
developments, foreign affairs
expert C. Raja Mohan said in The
Hindu newspaper that Mushar-
raf’s political control over Pak-
istan has “improved in recent
months” with the army tighten-
ing its grip over the country
AFP

Musharraf image boost
bid ahead of summit

General’s
move draws
lawyers’ flak

Islamabad, June 20

PAKISTANI POLITICAL lead-
ers and lawyers on Wednesday
denounced General Pervez
Musharraf’s decision to
become the country’s Presi-
dent.

They also slammed the
unceremonious removal of
President Mohammad Rafiq
Tarar, 18 months before the
expiry of his five-year tenure.

Tarar had not been given any
notice nor was he asked to con-
tinue his presidency for an
interim period, said Qazi
Husain Ahmed chief of the
country’s main Islamist party;,
Jamaat-i-Islami.

“The manner adopted in
removing President Rafiq
Tarar amounts to disrespect to
the institution of President,”
he said.

Musharraf’s move has been
seen as an attempt to bolster
his legitimacy ahead of next
month’s summit with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.
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akistan as a bridge state?

P’
WO A

AVING APPOINTED himself

the President, Gen. Pervez

Musharraf arrives here next

month as the all powerful lead-
er of Pakistan. Many in India would want
to hold their noses at receiving a man
who has so contemptuously ground into
dust the last vestiges of democracy in Pa-
kistan.

But may be there is a silver lining.
Could India find an interlocutor in Gen.
Musharraf who holds all the levers of
power and is in a position to deliver on a
lasting understanding with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, at
Agra?

In crowning himself the constitutional
dictator of Pakistan, Gen. Musharraf has
buried Pakistan’s experimentation with
democracy in the last decade. But that is
one more tragic episode in Pakistan’s his-
tory. Would India want to be detained by
that? There may be very little India can do
about supporting democracy in Pakistan.
Instead, the immediate question the Gov-
ernment would want to address is the fol-
lowing: What does Gen. Musharraf’s
consolidation of power mean for the Indi-
an diplomatic strategy at Agra?

The Indian debate on the extent of Gen.
Musharraf’s control over Pakistan should
now come to an end. President Musharraf
is here to stay, for the foreseeable future.
His “‘capabilities” to deliver on any un-
derstanding with Mr. Vajpayee may no
longer be in any doubt. What remains to
be tested is whether he has the necessary
intentions.

The story of the Agra summit will be
less about public posturing on the dis-
pute over Jammu and Kashmir and other
contentious issues. It will be more about
getting a fix on the future direction of Pa-
kistan, and a first-hand assessment on
where Gen. Musharraf wants to take his
ndtion. It is also about finding out if Pa-
kistan is interested in a normal relation-
ship with India.

The decision to have Gen. Musharraf
and Mr. Vajpayee retreating to Agra is in-
deed a smart move. Even in it$ original
conception at religious seminaries, re-
treats were about getting away from the
mundane and the tiresome. They were
about taking the opportunity to rethink
the basics, reflect in calmer surroundings
about the future, and quietly pray togeth-

By C. Raja Mohan

The Agra summit will be more about getting a fix on the
future direction of Pakistan, and a first-hand assessment
on where Gen. Musharraf wants to take his nation.

er for peace and goodwill.

For decades now, all Indian attempts to
build peace with Pakistan have turned
out to be Sisyphean. India does not have
the option of giving up on Pakistan. But
once in a while it is worthwhile for India
to rethink the strategy towards Pakistan.
Agra, the city of the Taj Mahal, should
provide the setting, and steady monsoon
showers the moment, to step back from
daily diplomatic posturing and think of
the future. -

The key questions about Pakistan are
obvious. Is Gen. Musharraf serious about
setting a different direction for Pakistan?
Is he willing to turn the traditional na-
tional strategy of Pakistan on its head?

strategic depth by developing new instru-
ments of intervention — that combined
the well known tactics of insurgency and
subversion with the potent idea of jihad.
But the very success of this strategy may
have sown the seeds of Pakistan’s de-
struction.

The jihadis, invented by Pakistan and
the West to fight the “Godless Communi-
sts”’ in the Soviet Union, have now turned
against the United States. They also con-
front conservative Islam in Saudi Arabia,
fight sectarian battles with Iran, and wish
to create a caliphate in Central Asia and
the Caucasus. While this strategy has giv-
en Pakistan an extraordinary leverage
against India and other neighbours, it has

Put simply, does Pakistan want

also created grounds for iso-

to become a “bridge state” that WORLD VIEW Jating Pakistan on the inter-

thrives by linking three strate-
gic regions of the world? Or would it want
to remain a state that revels in militarism,
jihad and political blackmail?

Both options involve exploiting Pakis-
tan’s geographic inheritance. Pakistan
would have amounted to nothing in
world politics but for its location. Pakista-
nis are acutely conscious of their geostra-
tegic significance. The history of Pakistani
foreign policy is about putting geography
to maximum political use.

The thin strip of territory on the west-
ern fringes of the subcontinent turned
out to be a very suitable piece of real es-
tate for the West. Pakistan was important
for three reasons. One, it was to be the
rampart in the Anglo-American defence
of oil fields of West Asia (in the famed
“wells of power” thesis of Sir Olaf Caroe).
Two, Pakistan was also to be a “frontline”
state against Communism in Asia and the
staging post to undermine the soft under-
belly of the Soviet Union. Third, Pakistan
would act as a check against any hege-
monic aspirations of India that was drift-
ing away from the West.

Throughout the Cold War, Pakistan de-
rived maximum benefit from its location.
And in the decade that followed the Cold
War, Islamabad has sought to expand its

national arena.
The creation of a ‘jihadi international’
in the area of Pakistan and Afghanist

has become a burden rather than a bene--

fit for Rawalpindi. It has sullied the image
of Pakistan as a nation on the verge of
collapse. Coming at a time when the Pa-
kistani economy has not been performing
well, the politics of jihad has put Islama-
bad at the mercy of international finan-
cial institutions.

All this has brought Pakistan to a fork in
the road. Does it want to continue with
jihad and leverage it to change territorial
status quo? Or does Pakistan want to be-
come a “bridge state” that will link the
subcontinent, the Gulf and Central Asia
in beneficial flows of trade, commerce
and energy? The Pakistani strategic estab-
lishment never tires of proclaiming the
importance of its geopolitical location.
That now begs the question what does
Pakistan want to do with it?

The logic of pursuing Pakistan’s en-
lightened self-interest would suggest it
would choose to become a bridge state.
That by definition would demand a fun-
damental change of political course in
Pakistan.

First, a bridge state puts greater store
by geb-economics. But for five decades

the Pakistani establishment has believed
geopolitics is everything. Its motto was
simple: get the geopolitical equations
right and economic requirements will
take care of themselves. But in an age
when globalisation dominates over the
traditional politics of balance of power,
the Pakistani elite has found itself a fish
out of water.

It has taken more than a decade for the
Pakistani Army to figure out, in the words
of Gen. Musharraf, that there may be a
glaring “incompatibility” between Pakis-
tan’s standing as a nuclear weapon power
and its parlous economy. The logic of be-
coming a bridge state would demand that
Pakistan shed its ideological adventurism
and adopt economic pragmatism.

Second, a bridge state would go out of
the way to either dampen or resolve its
real and potential conflicts with the
neighbouring states. A bridge state seeks
economic prosperity and political influ-
ence by ensuring harmonious relations
with its neighbours. But the politics of ji-
had has put Pakistan at odds with not just
India but with long-standing friends like
Iran, caused alarm among other old allies
like China, Saudi Arabia and Turkey.

The bridge state, by choice, would have
to be ideologically moderate, put the wor-
ship of commerce a little above that of
God? Think of Singapore in South-East
Asia and Dubai in the Gulf. Does Pakistan
have what it takes to become such a
bridge state in our region. [s it ready to
resolve the outstanding regional conflicts
on a reasonable basis?

If Pakistan wants to be a bridge state
that is ideologically moderate, econom-
ically pragmatic and supportive of re-
gional stability, it would want to end the
five-decades-old policy of compulsive
hostility against India. It would want to
build normal relations with a neighbour.

If the answer from Gen. Musharraf is
positive, it is within the realm of diplo-
matic possibility to structure an under-
standing at Agra on how to move forward

- on all issues, including the dispute over

Jammu and Kashmir.

If Gen. Musharraf, on the other hand,
says he is irrevocably committed to jihad
and a redrawing of the subcontinental
borders in blood, India will have no op-

tion but return to a policy of active con-
tainment of Pakistan.
J v



“KHULI DIMAG CALLS
“ON KHALI DIMAG!’

said that he is coming to
New Delhi with an open
mind. Let us hope he is
being truthful for it is hard to
imagine any Pakistani of some
political significance whose
mind is not hardwired and
locked up deep in a medire-
view vault. Hardwired or not
Musharraf is coming here in
furtherance of the sole Pak-
istani national pursuit which,
for the benefit of our rulers,
seems to need restating. This is
to complete the annexation of
Jammu and Kashmir into the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

“ascertaining the will of the
people”, which is what the
Hurriyat and the various sepa-
ratist gangs have also been
demanding. They will aecept
nothing less than that and if
that consequentially were to
catalyse a chain-reaction of

balkanisation of India into
many states, it would be wel-
comed in not just Pakistan but

The establishment of a mod-
ern, secular and egalitarian
India was once thwarted by
Muslim nationalists incubated
in the Gangetic plain, and con-
tinues to be high on the agen-
da of the Punjabi dominated
state they begat. A lot of water
has flown down the Ganga in
these last five decades. Before

Partition the Hindu nationalist ;

was equally opposed to the
secular Indian nationalist as

longing for an Akhand Bharat
in favour of a Hindu Bharat

with the Muslim nationalist.
The notion of a modern, secu-
lar and democratic India wed-
ded to egalitarian ideals is
equally an anathema to the
subcontinent’s Hindu nation-
alists as it is to its Muslim
nationalists.

Pervez Musharraf is said, by
many who should know is a-~
Pakistani moderate. Therefore
this needs some explanation. It
only means that his commit-
ment to the establishment of
nizam-e-sharif is less than
absolute, to the extent that he
may prefer a shot or two of
whiskey in the evenings and
has little time in private for
the mullahs who seem to be
crawling out of his country’s
woodwork. While we may still
consider Musharraf to be a
moderate in a country still
largely caught in a medireview
mindset we must not misjudge
him on his determination to
achieve what seems to be the
only thing that binds his coun-
try together.

Ironically things in India are
Jjust the opposite. A Brahmin
dominated Hindu nationalist
cabal has come to preside over
a nation where the vast major-
ity still seeks the establishment
of a modern society as visu-
alised by the founding fathers
and seeks a reversal of the

he\Pakistani dictator has

k3
BY MOHAN GURUSWAMY

brahminical order. Vé]payee
is fond of recalling that it took

i an extreme rightwing Republi-
¢ can US president to be able to
i create the opening to Maoist

China, as Nixon’s right wing
credentials made him immune
to attack from that side. He
sees for himself a similar
immunity, which he feels will
enable him to settle with Pak-
istan.

Vajpayee’s learning of histo-

! ry is erroneous. Nixon went to
i China to intensify the battle

He cannot accept anything less ;
than the Valley, after of course :

against the USSR and to iso-
late it from the world’s largest
supposedly communist state. It
was a temporary alliance very
much in the manner of the
short-lived Hitler-Stalin pact.
Nixon’s China opening did not

i involve any compromise of

: essential US or Chinese values.
i The interests of the two states
similar demands leading to the :

coincided for a brief period in
history and like the truly
amoral statesmen they were,

i Nixon and Mao made the best
further a field, East and West.

of this period.
But this does not mean that
the interests of Hindu and

i Muslim nationalists cannot
i coincide. The Hindu national-

ist now not only seeks a Hin-
duised nation-state, he also
seeks a state with Hindu
majority regions. Kashmir
doesn’t fit into this picture. To
this extent Vajpayee will see
eye to eye with Musharraf,

! and since his is a well and

i truly lame-ducked govern-
he was to the Muslim national- :
ist. Having now abandoned the :

ment he may well attempt a
trifurcation of Jammu and

{ Kashmir on religious and con-
i veniently regional lines in a

comprising of Hindu dominat- ;
ed areas, the Hindu nationalist :
now has something in common

bid to get rid of the Kashmiri
thorn in his side. The govern-
ment’s negotiator for Kash-

i mir, K.C. Pant, has already :
i said that he sees a groundswell
i Abdullah who, for all his

i faults, still seems to see the

i establishment of a genuinely
i secular and democratic India
i as the ultimate solution to

in favour of trifurcation.
There is a pattern discernible

now since there is a move afoot

to create a so-called “Greater
Nagaland” which will likewise

General Pervez Musharraf

be a prelude to an other exer-
cise to “ascertain the will of
the people” ala Kashmir? This
will sit well with his friends in
the West, all those friendships

: now well expanded thanks to
{ his friends like the Hinduja

brothers, as the Hindu nation-
alist’s sell-out can be conve-
niently packaged to be in tune
with the West’s sudden love
for the right to self-determina-
tion.

This fits in fine with the new

tocracy, who having aban-
doned the idea of establishing
an Akhand Bharat, are now

i quite satisfied with the idea of
: a Hindu Bharat. The question
i is how to do it? This is where
i Vajpayee’s alleged liberalism
i becomes convenient. He is

indeed being used as a mukho-
ta under whose supposedly
“liberal” dispensation a pris-
tine and homogeneous Hindu
nation will emerge, displacing
Nepal from its pedestal as the
world’s foremost Hindu
nation.

To the Hindu nationalist the
biggest danger to India is from

i Muslim nationalism and fun-
i damentalism, which are flip-
i sides of the same coin. Thus

the RSS/BJP sees the greatest
danger to Indian society from
these quarters and not the

i widening economic and social
i disparities, the relentless

increase in absolute poverty,

i and the all-pervasive back-

{ wardness that is the national
i hallmark now. How can they
i when caste and hence econom- |
i ic inequality is the corner

; stone of Hindu revivalism?

the Vajpayee regime has no
time and space for a Farooq

l t is little wonder then that

; Jammu and Kashmir’s prob-

i lems. Farooq’s ringing

i espousal of secularism has led '
{ to his being sidelined as the

{ Government of India launches
i its multiple initiatives. The

: RSS sarsanghchalak has

i already called for the trifurca-
i tion of Jammu and Kashmir

i on ethno-religious lines. One

: doesn’t have to remind the

! reader about Vajpayee being

i proud of being a swayamsevak,
: something he has loudly pro-
agenda set by the RSS’s geron- :

claimed from time to time.

i Vajpayee’s supposed liberal-

{ ism is skin deep and a deliber-
i ate affectation. Quaffing some
i whiskey and attending a

¢ mushiara or two doesn’t make
! one aliberal. Vajpayeeis a

i moderate just like Musharraf
i is in the Pakistani context.

i Both are equally prisoners of
i their narrow nationalisms

Thus, while the allegedly

¢ moderate Muslim nationalist,
i Pervez Musharraf, will come

! seeking to annex Kashmir into
i his Islamic nation, the alleged-
i ly moderate Hindu nationalist,
i Atal Behari Vajpayee, will be

i wondering as to how best he

i could accommodate him. At

: the moment that seems

i improbable for the Indian

i nation is still generally averse
i to the idea of another vivisec-

i tion on the basis of religion. If
i sub-nationalism is to be the

i basis then the case can bhe

i expanded for every other

i region of India, and this is

i what the Pakistani Muslim

i nationalist fervently hopes for.

Yet the Indian opinion mak-

¢ ers, most of them with genuine
i liberal credentials, have gener-
i ally welcomed the Musharraf
i visit and see distinct possibili-
i ties of an improvement in the

! relations between the two

i countries. This assessment is

i based more on a romantic and
i woolly longing that a hard-

i headed analysis of past history
i and present evidence. Since .

Yet the Indian opin-
ion makers, most of
them with genuine
liberal credentials,
have generally wel-
comed the Musharraf
visit and see distinct
possibilities of an
improvement in the
relations between the
two countries. This
assessment is based
more on a romantic
and woolly longing
that a hard-headed
analysis of past his-
tory and present evi-
dence. Since any
improvement implies
a reconciliation of the
conflicting claims
over Kashmir, we
should ponder about
what shape that rec-
onciliation will take

any improvement implies a
reconciliation of the conflict-
ing claims over Kashmir, we
should ponder about what
shape that reconciliation will
take. Shall we give the Kash-
miris the right to secede,
which is what the demand for
self-determination is all
about? Shall we handover the
part of J&K that is still with
us to Pakistan’s condign
Islamic dictatorship? Or shall
we have an India-Pakistan-
Kashmir confederation’as
advocated by the comic strip
intellectual, Rajinder Puri?
Very clearly what we want
depends on what we want to
be.

economic trends, which do

not reflect what is possi-
ble, India will emerge as one of
the three foremost world eco-
nomic powers within the next
two decades. Our per-capita
figures may still be extremely
unhealthy, but our GNP fig-
ures will have a rosy glow to it.
But this sheer economic size
will provide it the momentum
to be able to transform itself
from being a poor and back-
ward country into a modern
and developed nation by mid-
way this century. But there is
one important precondition to
that. We must stick together as
one nation. Only then can we
be able to reform our system
of government and ¢ransform
our economy. Then there is
that other important precondi-
tion. No nation will be able to
transform itself without mod-
ernising which implies the
destabilisation of all old and
decrepit institutions like reli-
gion and caste. Present trends
on this are discouraging. The
RSS’s sole link with-modern

E ven on the basis of present

i science, the physicist Murli

Manchar Joshi, has just
deemed astrology,
vastushastra, numerology, face
reading and all other varieties
of traditional nonsense as sci-
ences. But like all undigested
stuff even this will pass!

So Musharraf will come, as
he says, with an open mind.
We should hear him out but -
look for solutions to issues like
the eco-vandalism of the :
Siachen that do not involve
people but property. We could
even take up the oil pipeline
matter, which will further
strengthen Reliance’s political
support to the NDA govern-
ment. We should stress to him
the economic advantages that
will accrue to Pakistan by
strengthening economic ties
with India. We should also
impress upon him that putting
small quantities of modern
automatic weapons and muni-
tions in the hands of the forev-
er alienated could be a two-
way street. But as the Prime
Minister inimitably said in
another context: “khuli dimag
ka matlab yeh nahin ki khali
dimag hai”. Well said, but I
fear that is precisely what he is
approaching Musharraf with.
(Brickbais and bouguets
may be sent to Email:
mauru@satyam.net.in)
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" STATESMAN NEWS senvu:eq\'”?,0

' NEW DELHI, June 19. - The In-

dia-Pakistan summit will be

" held in Agra from 14 to 16 July
' under the shadow of Mr Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee’s statement today
that Kashmir is an integral part
of India. Hence, only the status
of PoK could be discussed at his
meeting with General Pervez
Musharraf.

Though the Prime Minister has

tried to bury the ghost of Kargil,

he backed the foreign minister’s
statement that India wouldn’t
compromise its position on
Kashmir during his talks with
General Pervez Musharraf.

" After Islamabad violated the
spirit of the Lahore declaration,
India had refused to share a
platform with a Pakistani lead-
er, because of which the Saarc
meeting couldn’t be held for a
long time.

But for the “welfare of the peo-
ples”, India will pursue the path
of “reconciliation” - of engaging
in productive talks and trying to
build trust and confidence and

decided to give a ceremomal wel-
come to the Pakistan Chief Ex-
ecutive and his wife in Delhi.

The two leaders will talk peace
under the shade of Taj Mahal,
the monument of love, in Agra
where Gen Musharraf and his
wife will enjoy a retreat.

The two will visit the dargah of
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti in
Ajmer. Begum Musharraf will
visit Lucknow too where she’s
been invited by the Hindi and

stan is the integral part of Indi-
n’s nationhood”.

But after being discharged
om Breach Candy Hospital in
Mumbai this afternoon, Mr Vaj-
payee told reporters the relative
peace along the LoC was a posi-
tive sign before the summit.

Mr Vajpayee said he would call
all the political parties .to a
meeting to discuss the summit’s
outcome. Their suggestions will
be sought before any important

Urdu Sahitya -
Award Commit- |
tee.

Putting to rest speculatlons on
“stage II” over dates and wheth-
er the General and his wifée’s vis-
it would include a retreat, the
schedule was announced official-
ly late tonight. Details of the pro-
gramme are being worked out, a
foreign ministry official said.

For Islamabad, Kashmir is the
major problem in India-Paki-
stan relationship. Both are ada-
mant on their stand over Kash-
mir. While Islamabad says
Kashmir is the “core issue”, Del-
hi feels “the core issue of Paki-

# PM’s stand on PoK
counter-offensxve page 10

-7 decision is tak-
‘ en. “I'm opti-

mistic. I have
invited General Musharraf with
a hope that a proper climate
would be created for resolving
various’ issues and paving the
way for closer cooperation be-
tween the two neighbours. I am
still hopeful.”

What did he have to say about
Pakistan’s Rs 2 billion cut in de-
fence outlay? The Prime Minis-
ter said he didn’t see any rela-
tion between the cut and peace
talks.

“But the issue of rising defence
expenditure and how it could be

eace talks by tomb
of love on 14-16 July

diverted towards increasing de-
velopment fund may figure at
the talks.”

Musharraf’s aim

Gen Musharraf aims to achieve
“constructive results” on all
fronts, including Kashmir, dur- .
ing the summit, says PTI from
Islamabad.

An information ministry offi-
cial said: “Gen Musharraf has
told his senior ministers that he |
would approach the summit
with an open, flexible mind and .
confidence to achieve construc-
tive results and initiate hectic
consultations with foreign, fi-
nance and trade ministries to
discuss among other issues im-
provement of trade and econom-
ic relations with India.”

8 Pak intruders killed: The
Army thwarted two attempts
by Pakistani intruders to sneak
into J&K, killing eight of them
in gunfights which also claimed
the life of an Army officer, a
defence spokesman said today,
a report adds from Srinagar. _
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" SUMMIT IN AGRA

Musharraf coming
37 on July 14

By C Raja Mohan

NEW DELH), JUNE 19. Even as it an-
nounced a very generous wel-
come to the Chief Executive of
Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
India today reaffirmed the deter-
mination to defend its traditional
position on Jammu and Kashmir.

The lavish and traditional hos-
pitality to Gen. Musharraf, when
he arrives here on July 14 on a
three-day visit, will include a cer-
emonial reception with full state
honours due to a head of govern-

* ment.

Gen. Musharraf and the Prime

" Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-

payee, will then retreat to the his-
toric setting of the old Moghul
city Agra, where they will hold a
substantive consultation on all is-
sues, including Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Gen. Musharraf, accompanied
by his wife, will travel to Ajmer
Sharif in Rajasthan that is revered
by both Hindus and Muslims in
the sub-continent. He will head
home to Pakistan on July 16.

The dates and the broad itiner-
ary of Gen. Musharraf’s visit were
announced this evening by the
spokesperson of the External Af-
fairs Ministry.

While deciding to roll out the
red carpet to Gen. Musharraf, Mr.
Vajpayee has sought to dispel the
misperceptions in Pakistan that
India is tired of its decade-long
war against terrorism in Kashmir,
sponsored by Islamabad.

Mr. Vajpayee’s assertion from
Mumbeai that Kashmir is an “in-
tegral part of India” is being seen
here as a signal to Gen. Musharraf
that he cannot unilaterally set the
agenda.

Terrorism

Responding to  Pakistan’s

, claims that the focus of the dia-

logue will be on Kashmir, India

. today declared that a reduction of
. the level of cross-border terrorism
, holds the key to progress in the

peace talks.

Well-placed sources familiar
with the preparations for Gen.
Musharraf’s visit insist that “un-
less there is a clear movement to-
wards reduction of cross-border
terrorism in Kashmir, there can
be no real progress in India-Pa-
kistan relations”.

The simple story of Gen. Mush-
arraf’s visit to India and his talks
with Mr. Vajpayee will be about
finding a way to address each oth-
er’s core political preoccupations
and move forward.

Cautioning against expecting
too much from the meeting, the
sources stress the importance of
“patience and realism” in engag-
ing Pakistan. But they are not rul-

ing out “‘the small chance of a
breakthrough or marginal change
in perspective”. In response to In-
dia's concerns on cross-border
terrorism, Pakistan has often sug-
gested that reduction in violence
can only follow a progress in the
talks between the two nations. Is-
lamabad, indeed defines the
“progress” in terms of Indian
movement on the dispute over
Jammu and Kashmir,

India is fully aware that Pakis-
tan wants to use terrorism as a
leverage and “keep moving the
goal posts” for the reduction of
violence and hope to draw India
down the slippery slope of con-
cessions on Kashmir.

Indian sources affirm that the
question of cross-border terror-
ism “cannot be fudged” at the
summit and credible commit-
ments from Pakistan to reduce its
level would be critical for the suc-
cess of Gen, Musharraf’s visit.

Gen. Musharraf’s overall politi-
cal control over Pakistan has im-
proved in recent months, it is
assessed here. In marginalising
the major political parties, the Ar-
my has tightened its grip over Pa-
kistan and the assumption is that
Gen. Musharraf is here to stay, at
least for a while.

Gen. Musharraf, who in the
past has backed off from con-
fronting the jehadi forces, is
showing the inclination to take
them on. The assessment here is
that Gen. Musharraf has the “‘ca-
pability” to deliver on a reduction
of terrorism. The question now is
one of “intention”.

Sources say India is ready to en-
gage Pakistan in ““a substantive
way” on Kashmir; but they insist
Gen. Musharraf cannot hope “to
get a sea-change” in the Indian
position at the first meeting. They
will, however, have a lot of time
for face-to-face talks without the
constraining presence of bureau-
crats. :

Summit beneficial: U.S.
PTI reports from Washington:

The U.S. today hoped that the ~

summit meeting between Mr.
Vajpayee and Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf would produce results bene-
ficial to both the countries and
the people of the region. “Any
time leaders of two great coun-
tries like India and Pakistan dis-
cussed issues of enormous
complication, it has got to be a
good thing, and 1 hope this con-
versation will produce results that
will benefit both the nations and
the people of the region,” the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well, said after talks with the vis-
iting Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar.
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Dileep Padgaonkar

he Vajpayee-Musharraf
summit 1s without a

precedent. No discussions \ Y

on substantive matters
have taken place yet between the
officials of the two countries.
Moreover, no one quite knows
whether Islamabad and Dethi will
heed the various ideas, schemes
and proposals mooted during the
Track Two parleys. Such talk as you
get to hear is entirely about intan-
gibles: the ‘atmospherics’ before
and during the event, ‘the personal
chemistry’ between Musharraf and
Vajpayee, the state of public opin-
ion in the two countries and so
forth.

This is one reason why official-
dom and the media alike are cau-
tious. Another reason must be
linked to Vajpayee’s bus trip to La-
hore. The euphoria it generated is
now a source of acute embarrass-
ment to both. Kargil drove home
the point that optimism about the
future course of relations between
India and Pakistan rooted in senti-
mental considerations can be dan-

Many bumps on the road to peace

ill the talks between Atal Behari Vajpayee and Pervez Musharraf merely yield sweet nothings or will the leaders

actually zero in on the heart of the fractured ties? The Sunday Times investigates whether history will indeed change

gerously misleading. This time
around even the proponents of
people-to-people contacts  are
playing it safe. Some die-hard cyn-
ics cavil at the very thought of a
Indo-Pak dialogue. But even those
who have welcomed Vajpayee’s in-
vitation to Musharraf entertain
pretty low expectations from the
summit.

Add to this the fact that the sig-
nals from Pakistan since the invita-
tion was made public have been
mixed. The Chief Executive’s
warning to the Islamic clergy to
stop making ‘irresponsible’ state-
ments against India has certainly
contributed to creating a congenial
ambiance for the summit. So have
his statements admonishing peo-
ple who advocate jehad as the only

L Big

INDIA-PAKISTAN:
A SHORT HISTORY
OF WAR AND PEACE

solution to solye the Kashmir dis-
pute. Furthermore, New Delhi can
only note with satisfaction his re-
marks that he had an ‘open mind’
on this issue, that he was prepared
to demonstrate ‘flexibility’ to find
a solution to it and that it was im-
portant for both countries to go
beyond their ‘stated positions’. The
first set of statements were, howev-
er, deleted from the official press
releases issued by Islamabad. And
in his panel discussion on Pakistan
TV the General did not think it fit
to reiterate his earlier reference to
‘flexibility.” That is not the only
source of concern for India. It must
also contend with other statements
and actions which are more omi-
nous. For instance, Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister, Abdus Sattar, has on

several occasions reiterated his
hawkish views. Moreover, even
while calm prevails on the Line of
Control and the Hurriyat, presum-
ably under Islamabad’s pressure,
has decided to
suspend its activi-
ties to ensure the
success of the
summit, militant }
activity  within
Kashmir has esca-
lated sharply.
Against  this
background, India
will expect Musharraf to be more
exp11c1t about what he means by
‘open mind’, ‘flexibility’ and ‘going
beyond stated positions.” The
Times of India learns that at the
highest levels in the government

‘Musharraf will do nothing substantive’

UMPING
Jto hasty con-
clusions has
long been a na-
tional malady.
When  General
Musharraf  re-
| cently admon-
® ished a group of

a hasarathy Pakistani clerics
for their extremist views, there
were expressions of unbridled joy
in India at what was belicved to be
the advocacy of Attaturk style sec-
ular views by Pakistan’s military
ruter. Nothing could be further
_from reality than such an interpre-
tation. Musharraf pointed out to
the assembled clerics that what
they were saying about raising the
flag of Islam at the Red Fort in Del-
hi and their criticism of Western
donor nations were posing serious
problems to their financially
bankrupt and intellectually impov-
erished country. He did not con-
demn their actions or find fault

with their pursuit of jihad in Kash-
mir and elsewhere. Musharraf does
have concerns about the spread of
sectarian violence in Pakistan.
But, he has neither the will, nor

the inchnaton nor natonal po
litical support to rein the jihadi
outfits that spread extremism ¢
and violence from Kashmir 1o}
Chechnya.

General  Musharrat  may
take a few token measures to -
pretend that he is acting
against Taliban extremism
to please American audi-
ences. But, he is not going
to do anything substan-
tive even on this score.
While foreign minister
Sattar has a long-term :
allergy to any mention
of the Shimla Agrce
ment, Musharral has
made it an article of
faith that the
Lahore Declaration
should give way to an-

other framework

lishments of

‘ session”

dered to.

formal
where

that
focuses more exclusively on the
“core issue” of Kashmir. Even con-
- fidence building measures
that enhance contacts be-
% tween the military estah:
India and
Pakistan are regarded as
meaningless, unless what
former foreign sec-
retary  Krishnan
Raghunath de-
. scribed as
Pakistan’s

“neurotic  ob-
on
Kashmir is pan-

The Mushar-
raf visit will nat-

~urally  include
% private  meet-
ings between

the two lcaders
and a round of
talks
both

sides will parrot stated positions
and a few sweet nothings for future
record. The real agenda will be ad-
dressed in detailed discussions and
negotiations that Messrs. Jaswant
Sineh Chokila Tver and Vivek
Katju hold with thewr Pakistani
counterparts. We will not only have
to be imaginative and pro-active,
but also insist that we will not agree
to any dilution of the primacy of ei-
ther the Shimla Agreement or the
Lahore Declaration. The provi-
sions of the Shimla Agrecment af-
ter all, forced Pakistan to agree to
respect the sanctity of the Litic of
Control in J&K, when Nawaz
Sharif met President Clinton on
July 4.1999.

We should propose confidence
building measures that promote
contacts between the DGMOs and
military commanders, establish
links between the air operation
staffs of the PAF and the TAF and
get the navies to cooperate in
avoiding incidents at sea. More im-

there is the will, and indeed the de-
termination, to ensure that the
Chief Executive gets every oppor-
tunity to discuss substantive issues
with Vajpayee. Time will not be a
constraint.

The thinking in
the government
is that India will
give Musharraf
the ‘full treat-
ment’ that is ex-
tended to a visi-
tor of his status.
His past actions
(read Kargil) will be ignored. He
will be regarded not only as the
army chief but as the effective
ruler of Pakistan. The legitimacy of
his rule is therefore no longer in
question. As one senior official

portantly, we should strive to pro-
mote exchange of information on
nuclear doctrines, promote trans-
parency in nuclear policies and pre-
empt situations that could acciden-
tally escalate. We should strengthen
the composite dialogue process by
agreeing to periodic discussions at
the foreign minister level on all is-
sues of mutual interest. Musharraf

should be told that we would be
quite prepared to reduce force lev-
els in J&K and commence a Muzaf-
farabad-Srinagar bus service, pro-
vided Pakistan ends support for its
jthadis. We should ask Islamabad to
join us in making SAARC a free
trade and investment area by 2008
and an economic community by
2020. We should foster people-to-
people contacts by easing visa re-
strictions,

Finally, Islamabad’s rulers should
be left in no doubt that we have the
will, resources and ability to raise
the costs for Pakistan and drive it
further down the road of bankrupt-
cy and isolation, should they persist
in their current course.

(The author was former high
commissioner to Pakistan)

said: “We acknowledge his respon-
sibilities in their totality. We will
conduct a dialogue with him as we
would with any head of govern-
ment.”

New Delhi’s approach to the di-
alogue, this newspaper under-
stands, will take into full account
reports to the effect that
Musharaff is deeply concerned
about the poor state of Pakistan’s
economy, that he is eager to speed-
ily halt the spread of religious ex-
tremism in his country and that he
realises the consequences of Pak-
istan’s growing isolation within the
international community. But it
also expects the Chief Executive to
understand that India is not the
country it was when Vajpayee and
Nawaz Sharif met in Lahore early

in 1999. In the intervening period,
India has hugely strengthened its
relations with all the big powers,
including, especially, with the Unit-
ed States, and with leading Islamic
nations, particularly Iran and Saudi
Arabia.

There are sound reasons to be-
lieve that these governments
would support any initiative to set-
tle the Kashmir dispute in a spirit
of realism. That is decidedly a
tricky word. But if Musharraf man-
ages to jettison at least some of the
baggage of the past — the self-
serving rhetoric, the obsession with
ideological rectitude, the need to
settle historical scores — and Vaj-
payee responds in kind, both coun-
tries can begin to make common
cause to put the past behind them.
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‘India must not
bow to Amerlcan
pressure’

RANKLY, I don’t hold much hope for the
peace talks because they are being held un-
der American pressure. Jawaharlal Nehru
had made Pakistan’s joining CENTO the excuse
for backing out of talks with Pakistan. Unfortu-
nately, now it is Atal Bihari Vajpayee who’s
bringing in external pressure. India and Pakistan
have agreed to resolve their problems bilaterally.
Why has India let America affect the parleys?
We must remember that America and Europe
have their own axe to grind on Pakistan. That is
how we allowed Lord Clive to rule Hindus and Muslims for 200
years. Americans have almost encroached upon Pakistan’s
sovereignty. Why must India allow it to do the same?

Gen (Retd)
Hamid Gul

The talks can work only if both nations keep external influences
2t bay. I don’t agree with Pakistan’s position that a mediator is es-
sential. They feel it is the only way India will see reason. But my
question is, why must anyone monitor the talks? We are mature
enough to do so ourselves.

The second point is that what are we discussing? India is the
world’s largest democracy. And it should take the democratic right
1 of Kashmiris to its highest pinnacle. It must give the right of vote to
Kashmiris. But it shouldn’t be the American point of view — which
maintains that Kashmiris should be given the universal right of
choice like East Timor. I have asked think-tankers like Stephen
Cohen, you who are so powertful,
& if you are so convinced that
Kashfnir should have a third
option, why don’t you scrap the
3 old United Nations resolution.
Because you know China will
vetoit.
I believe the right of choice
. must be limited by the UN
s~ declaration. Because I believe
that a division of India took
place on a certain formula of a
Muslim majority and a Hindu ma-
jority state. If Kashmir is again di-

disastrous for India.
The parleys should focus exclu-
% sively on how Kashmiris should

. mination as stipulated in the
UN resolution. And here In-
dia should recall what Mr
Nehru said: that we would
rather hand over Kashmir

to Pakistan than let it be
independent. It

for interna-
tional intrigue
between  China
and the US. Why should India
want to divide the Kashmiri people? Are they like goat and sheep?
It is both undemocratic as well as unethical. If two belligerent par-
ties had sat down and agreed to implement this resolution, why is a
need being felt now to change it?

Which is why I suspect that Mr Vajpayee’s invitation to General
Musharraf does not involve a change of heart at all. Nor does it in-
volve a change of policy. I suspect strongly it is the American policy
of no free lunches. They bailed Vajpayee out on Kargil. It’s payback
time now. And the price: Kashmir ought to be divided and a por-
tion ought to be made independent for the US to battle China. It is
in the overwhelming strategic interest of the US because it helps
them in their missile launches and storage sites, especially with the
two potential troublespots of Sinkinag and Tibet.

The Americans have inherited this policy from the British impe-
rialists. And Jaswant Singh for his own political ambitions has al-
lowed himself to be party to this. I think Vajpayee realises the price
. but at the moment the pressure is so inexorable that he’s gone
ahead with the invitation even though he knows nothing will come
out of it.

As for Pakistan, it’s been very cheeky of late, criticising the
NMD and voting against America in the UN Human Rights Com-
mission. It’s an indebted country, it needs America. It needs to ac-
cept the invitation, and why not if it gives Musharraf’s government
legitimacy? As for the dialogue of the gun between India and the
mujahideen — that will continue until the dialogue of peace reach-
es a solution.

(Former IS1 chief Gen Gul spoke to Kaveree Bamzai)

vided on this principle, it will be

go about the right of self-deter- .

ton says the testsare a ‘ternbie
mistake and orders

that put on hold more 1
billion of aid. loans an

Japan orders a block

$1 billion of axd loan:

May 30- Paklstan conducts one
.m_qr@ nucle .

June 12. India and
vite each ather for
to agree 013 the agenda .

_ bﬂaterai talks.



" Invitation to Peace

Pakistan, not Kashmir, is the Issue
Q{‘@\\QU\I‘}T\\,\U By K SUBRAHMANYAM

HE Pakistani corps comman-
ders who constitute real power
in that country are reported to have
discussed General Musharraf’s
forthcoming visit to Delhi. General
Musharraf came to power as a re-
sult of the coup carried out by the
then chief of general staff and the
corps commander of Rawalpindi.
In that sense, he is accountable to
the corps commanders. The corps
commanders have apparently dis-
cussed the reasons that led to the
Indian prime minister’s invitation
of General Musharraf some 19
months after the military coup.
During this period, the Pakistani
army chief made repeated requests
for a meeting with the Indian prime
minister. Anytime, anywhere be-
came his refrain, especially to Indi-
an visitors. Unlike in India where
our commentators and media are
preoccupied with why our prime
minister suddenly changed his
stand, what his strategy is, what con-
cessions we shall make to Pakistan,
what were the pressures on us etc,
the Pakistanis have started with a
healthy and normal questioning
about India’s motivations. .
It is quite likely that the Pakista-
nis now have a fair idea why the In-

dian prime minister invited general

Musharraf at this time. The minister
for external affairs Jaswant Singh
explained that it was due to a
favourable turn of circumstances.
That could not have been a refer-
ence to the situation in Kashmir. It
could only mean the international
situation is now more favourable
than before for India to initiate a di-
alogue with Pakistan.

Former US president Bill Clinton
had made it clear that the US would
not mediate in the Kashmir dispute
against India’s will. The UN secre-
tary general told the Pakistanis un-
ambiguously what Ambassador
Gunnar Jarring said in 1957 that
that UN plebiscite resolution is un-
enforceable. The latest US annual
report on terrorism does not mince
words on Pakistan’s involvement in
terrorism in Kashmir. So too the re-
cent UN report on terrorism and
narcotics traffic of the Taliban which
refers to Pakistan’s supportive role
in the situation. General Musharraf
himself has been forced to admit, in
his address to the clergy on the Holy
Prophet’s birthday, that Pakistan is
being increasingly seen as a terrorist
nation and a failing state.

The Pakistani supreme court has
decreed that Islamic banking has to
be introduced in the country. This
was done when the last chief justice

was retiring and it is widely talked
about that this was done more to
create difficulties for the military
regime than out of loyalty to Islam.
The General and his corps com-
manders know that the implemen-
tation of the Islamic banking sys-
tem will further isolate Pakistan in-
ternationally and make it difficult
for that country to obtain foreign
investments. General Musharraf in
his June 5 speech has highlighted
that when a country was economi-
cally weak, it should go along with
the rest of the world.

Unlike in the earlier periods, Pak-
istan cannot count on the sympathy
and support of the Islamic world ei-
ther. Saudi Arabia does not view
with favour the extremist Islamic ji-
hadis since they often challenge the
Saudi royal family and its close ties
with America. Shia Iran is extreme-

ly concerned about the fanatical

Sunnis in Pakistan. Turkey and the
central Asian republics are all wor-
ried about fundamentalist Islani.
General Musharraf realises that
if the army does not control the ji-
hadi organisations, they will expand

IN BRIEF

» Anincreasingly isolated
Pakistan has to move with
the rest of the world

* Hostility towards India has
contributed to making
Pakistan a failed state

® The Delhi summit is an

opportunity for Pakistan to
break with the past

their influence among the masses,
attempt to Islamise the forces and
undermine the Pakistani army. The
Talibanisation of Pakistan would
constitute an enormous setback for
it. Neither the Pakistani army, nor
the feudals of that country nor its
middle class want that to happen.
The violent reaction of the jihadi
groups to General Musharraf’s
speech of June 5 is an indication
of a basic conflict of interests
between the Pakistani state and
the Pakistani Talibanists.

General Musharraf has been in
office for 19 months but he has
achieved very little. He knows very
well that he cannot make any
progress unless he breaks out of the
isolation that Pakistan has imposed
on itself through its two- nation the-
ory and the consequent terrorist
campaign in Kashmir. Pakistani
leaders, including Z A Bhutto, used

\

to argue that unle$s India surren-
dered Kashmir, Pakistan would
hold up India’s progress. While In-
dia’s rate of growth would be high-
er if the millstone of Pakistani an-
tagonism is not there, that same an-
tagonism is threatening to make
Pakistan a failed state which the in-
ternational community may have to
take over as a ward. This is the situ-
ation which confronts the Pakistani
leadership and, therefore, the Delhi
summit is a make or break opportu-
nity for the Pakistani leadership.
There are some preliminary indi-
cations that the General has started
realising it and in his speech order-
ing his agents in Kashmir — the
Hurriyat leaders — to suspend
their violence and agitations, at
least publicly testify to this develop-
ment. At the same time, he is sub-
jecting himself to a test to demon-
strate whether he has control over
Pakistan’s jihadi mercenaries oper-
ating in the Kashmir valley. Gener-
al Musharraf’s stakes in the Delhi
summit are enormous. If he breaks
off from the peace process, it will in-
cevitably affect the attitude of the
International Monetary Fund and
other international financial institu-
tions. If he agrees to continue the
peace process, he has to prove his
bonafides by agreeing to build the
trust and confidence shattered by
his Kargil aggression. Therefore,
logically confidence-building be-
comes the first item on the agenda.
General Musharraf has a unique
opportunity to follow the example
of his role model, Kemal Ataturk.
The Turkish leader broke with the
Ottaman past abolished the
Caliphate, curbed the clergy and set
Turkey on the path to modernisa-
tion. Today, Turkey is keen to join
the European Union and be a pro-
gressive member of the interna-
tiopal community. If Kemal
Ataturk had not curbed the clergy,
Turkey would have been like the
other West Asian Islamic nations.
The Turkish army stands guard
against the inroads of the clergy
and politicians who use religion for
parochial interests. A few years ago,
it got prime minister Erbakan re-
moved from office as he was pan-
dering to the clergy. Pakistan’s
present condition in many ways is
like that of Turkey in 1918. What is
at stake at the Delhi summit is
not Kashmir but the future of
Pakistan. Prime minister Vajpayee
should be generous but to enable
him to do that General Musharra
should follow the shining exa
of Kemal Ataturk.
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“/|slamabad appreciates India’s sincerity’

(Ile‘l'(lII not to

foin issve |«
hefore summit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, dJune 17. —
Pakistan today said it appreci-
ated India’s sincerity in invit-
ing Gen Pervez Musharraf for
talks and declined to join
issue on Kashmir before the
summmit. ‘
“Let us not do any thing to vi-
tiate the atmosphere by joining
issues at this stage,” the de-
fence ministry spokesman,
Maj-Gen Rashid Qureshi said.
He was reacting to Indian for-
eign ministry’s statement yes-
terday that Kashmir is a non-
negotiable part of India.
Maj-Gen Qureshi, aiso the
press secretary to Gen Mushar-
raf said, India seemed to be sin-
cere to make the summit suc-
cessful. “One shouldn’t do
something to make the Indian
government’s stand rigid..We
would not like to say or do
anything that spoils the
atmosphere as the past expe-
rience is not-very encouraging.”
Maj-Gen Qureshi’s comment

comes a day after the foreign’

secretary, Mr Inamul Hagq, said
Pakistan would not insist that
a solution to the Kashmir issue
was a pre-requisite for norma-
lisation of relations, if India
acknowledged the issue domin-
ated the bilateral ties.

Mr Haq reportedly told a
select gathering of editors and
intellectuals that the time
hadn’t yet come for both sides
to settle down for a comprehen-
sive talk on Kashmir.

None of the mainstream ‘pa-
pers here reported Mr Hag’s
meeting with the editors and
intellectuals, said to be part of
an exercise to build up a
consensus before the summit.
‘USA should broker. talks’:
Pakistan wants the USA not to
be obsessed with forging spe-
cial ties with India, but to brok-

er an Indo-Pak dialogue to dis-
cuss Kash and the arms

-

race in the sub-continent, a re-
port from Washington adds.

“The US should not become so
focussed on forging a special re-
lationship with India that it
forgets Pakistan’s record as a
steadfast ally or ignores the re-
alities of the new global politi-
cal scene in which broad alli-
ances will be crucial,” the Pak-
istani ambassador o Washing-
ton, Ms Maleeha Lodhi.

What does Pakistan expect of
the USA? “America should
broker a dialogue between In-
dia and Pakistan that would
address problems such as
Kashmir and a possible arms
race between the two nations.

“America should help con-

struct a South Asian securltV‘

architecture that has four pil-
lars — nuclear and missile re-
straint by India and Pakistan,
conventional arms control in
the region, peaceful resolution
of outstanding disputes and
sources of conflict, and econom-
ic and social revival of South
Asia through regional coopera-
tion and global integration.”
Ms Lodhi dismissed as “un-
fair” the White House and Con-
gress’ charge that Islamabad
was lacking in combating terro-
rist groups operating from its
territory.
‘No mandate’: The Jamat-e-
Islami has said Gen Musharraf
has no mandate to visit India.
He should not prove himself a
traitor to “Kashmiri martyrs
who laid down their . lives
fighting for the right of self-
determination of Kashmiri
people, a Jamat leader said.
The “jihad”, he said, hadn’t
been launched by Gen
Musharraf, nor would he be
able to stop it.
JKLF stand: The JKLF’s Ama-
nullah Khan' group has asked
India and Pakistan to solve the
Kashmir issue by giving inde-
péndence to an unified Kashmir.
Indlans were “mistaken” if

Va

they thought time would solve
the problem and Pakistanis
were equally “mistaken” if they
thought J&K would fall into
their lap, Mr Khan said in a
letter sent to Mr- Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Gen Musharraf.
The letter said: “Re-unifica-
tion and independence of Kash-
mir could change Kashmir from
...a bone of contention into a
bridge of friendship between
India and Pakistan.”
PoK Hurriyat: The Pakistan-

-occupied-Kashmir government

and the Hurriyat Conference’s
PoK unit today backed the pro-
posed summit but slammed Mr
Jaswant Singh for saying
Kashmir belongs to India.

“Such a statement tanta-
mounts to sabotaging the proc-
ess of talks on Kashmir,” a
Hurriyat leader said.

The PoK Hurriyat leaders,
who met in Islamabad, said t%g
Kashmiri leadership should4be
involved in the Vajpayee-
Musharraf talks to make them
more “result-oriented”,

Plea to Rocca: Member of the

US Congress and India Caucus
founder has urged the US as-
sistant secretary of state for
South Asia, Ms Christina Roc-
ca, to make “special efforts” to
ensure that the Indo-Pak sum-
mit addresses the issue of
Kashmiri pandits.

“The plight of the Kashmiri
pandits is unique and most un-
fortunate,” Mr Sherrod Brown
told Ms Rocca. :

Quoting the annual state de-
partment report on human
rights, Mr Brown said: “Attacks
by Muslim militants seeking to
end Indian rule in Jammu &
Kashmir and continuing politi-
cal violence has driven out al-
most 95 per cent of Hindus
(pandits) in the Kashmir valley
to seek refuge in campg in Jam-

mu, with relatives jw’New Delhi
_and leewhem ing the last
, few years
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There are dis rlssing signs tMa\ India and Pakistan are both upping
the ante ahead of the forthcoming\summit between general Musharraf
and prime minister Vajpayee. This i a let down after the mutual effort
at building a climate conducive to talks. Whatever the compulsions
before Mr Vajpayee — international pressure and the futility of pro-
longing the ceasefire in Jammu and Kashmir among them — he did
well to forget the bitter experience of Kargil and send out an invitation
to Mr Musharraf. Mr Vajpayee’s letter steered clear of the usual
rhetoric, relying instead on lofty phraseology to lend polish and finesse
to the Indian move. This was a calculated signal of generosity,
particularly in the context of the post-Kargil period of acrimony and
distrust. General Musharraf’s reciprocal gesture of asking Islamic
hardliners not to attack India was widely welcomed here and seen as
just the sort of deft touch required to smoothen the path for a dialogue.
Unfortunately, the temptation to play to the gallery is strong on both
sides, On the Indian side, Mr Jaswant Singh first made the provocative
statement that J & K, including Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, was
non-negotiable. And now, the home ministry has inexplicably cracked
down on the All-party Hurriyat Conference by takirg into custody se-
nior leaders Abdul Ghani Butt and Syed Ali Shah Geelani. The official
explanation, that this offensive is to prevent disruption of peace in
J & K before the summit meeting, carries hardly any credibility.

For his part, general Musharraf could have avoided stressing
Kashmir as the core issue between the two countries. The Pakistani
CEO has spoken of Kashmir as the “unfinished agenda”, adding for
good measure that he will not allow this “core issue” to be sidelined
during the talks. Predictably, this hardline emphasis took away substan-
tially from his subsequent remark that he and Mr Vajpayee were going

- to change the course of history. Bargaining is a part of diplomatic dia-
logue; the parties to any dispute will first raise impossible demands and
‘\i;:n, after a show of give and take, reduce the scale to realistic levels.

is applies to India and Pakistan as well. Then there are domestic lob-
ies with their fears of a sellout. It is significant that both Mr Jaswant
Singh and Mr Musharraf made their claims at press conferences where
questions are typically suggestive. And yet, for the precise reason that
Indo-Pak relations are. so very delicate, it is vital that nothing is said or
done to upset this balance. The Indian move against the Hurriyat
leadership defies logic. If, as the Indian government has been saying,
the Hurriyat doesn’t represent Kashmir, then, why the crackdown? If
anything, this conveys the opposite impression. From the beginning the
effort of the government has been to downplay the Hurriyat and yet do
everything to establish its importance. It first freed the leaders from
jail, signalling that they were crucial for internal talks. Thereafter, they
were denied permission to go across to Pakistan, which reinforced
their role in Indo-Pak relations. And now the house arrests at a time
the Hurriyat is making conciliatory noises. In the event, there is every
chance that the Valley will react to what seems like a patently unrea-
sonable official move. This, on the eve of the Musharraf visit, can only
belie the Indian government’s insistence that ali is well in Kashmir. /
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/ gﬂpayee Musharraf must take it

h\d

a step at a tlme

. Don't heed the hawks

S the summit is approach<
ing, Pakistan Chief Execu-
tive Pervez Musharraf is

naking statements [ wish -

he had made earlier. That would have
improved the atmosphere for tatks and
deepened liberal thinking in Pakistan.
Musharraf’s statement that religion
and politics cannot be mixed is an.ob-
servation which would have taken the
wind out of the fundamentalists’ sails.
The legitimacy which the forces of
bigotry have got over the years may

“well be the reason why ‘militants,

though trained and sheltered by Islam-
abad, challenged Musharraf’s state-
ment. They
shrines in Kashmir in the last few days
to fight their parochial battle, to prove
they do not differentiate between reli-

. gion and politics.

That their organisations have their
headquarters in Pakistan intact does
not give much credibility to Mushar-
raf’s statement. Without any doubt,

their purpose was to. compel the secu-

ity forces to damage the sacred places
where militants had holed up. New
Delhi should have kept this in mind
while dealingwith them, Maybe, storm-
ing is not the best of tactics. The Sikh
community has not yet gotten over the
trauma of Operation Bluestar.

Of course,\the Hurriyat is most to
blame. It has tarred the movement for
Kashmiri. idetity~with the Islamic
brush, Some Hurryat leaders have

aligned themselveswith religious
elements that have killed Hindus and
Sikhs in cold blood. Now the Hurriyat

'| did ask fnilitants to stop vising mosques.
But itwas abelated reaction, after much -

damagewasdone Infact, it should have
shown the courage to condemn mili-
tants for demolishing Charar-e-Sharif,
the shrine certain religious parties con-
sider anti-Islamic.

ing the Narasimha Rao
regime, Yasin Malik, a Hurriyat leader,
had brokered the agreement which re-

‘ stﬂtedmthew}th
" from Hazratbal, He

‘want to play any role.
some mosques and

ofthemlhtants

unto death to make ¥he two sides re-

alise the gravity of the situation. Since .
" heisabroad, some other leader should
have come forward to persuade the

militants now. This would have been
proof of the Hurriyat's new policy not
to calt for hartals against “state terror-
ism” in view of the forthcoming sum-

mit. But its leaders are s for hav-
ing been left out. They should sefiously
consider revising their

policy to mix religion

with politics if they

The founder of.
Pakistan, Mohamm-
ad Alj Jinnah, wanted
religion to be sepa-
rated from politics,
True, he played the
Muslim card to mu- -
ster support. But as

goneonafast .

KuLptr NAYAR

lim-majority valley from the rest of
Jammu and Kashmir.

I fact, Musharraf has spoken out
against the religious  organisations
rather late in the day. They have been

‘holding Pakistan to ransom for a long

time. The Lashkar-e-Toiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Hizbul Mujahideen
feet sp entrenched and powerful that

they ate ready to bite the hand that

feeds them. Maybe they think that are-

gmewlmhsupportsthe’[hh’banm'

Afghanistan will not go
far enapgh to take ac-
tion against them. Since
‘slamabad has done lit-
tle to stop cross-border
militancy, they have
reason to believe that

* they have the support
(of some in the Mushar-
raf junta. Musharraf’s

-~ interview with The Her-
ald, a monthly of the

Both leaders should ensure a six-month

‘ceasefire, meaning that no butiet would be fired,

dlroctorhdl_roct,;qpono_rhmon, atthe LoC

soon as he found his dream of Pakistan
coming true, he said that people in the
subcontinent should cease to be Mus-

" lims and Hindus and consider them-

selves either Pakistanis or Indians. If
Jinnah had lived a little longer, he
would have established a secular state

‘of Pakistan. This would have brought

the two countries closer.

Not to mix religion with politics was
also the call Gandhi gave during the in-
dependence movement. It remains the
country’s ethos, notwithstanding the

noise fundamentalists on this side .

make in the name of Hindu Rashtra.
This basic belief in secularism is the

main reason why India does not enter-
tain the idea of dividing thestate onre-

ligious grounds, separating the Mus-

Dawn group, does not help. He has said
that the “time has not yet come” for
him to ask the Kashmiri militants to
scale down their activities. “The time
will come when the talks are held and
they make progress.” How does this
help'the situation? One, it is an admis-
sion of what New Delhi has been all

- along saying - that Islamabad’s help

goes beyond diplomatic and economic

support. Two, it means that if the nego-

tiations over Kashmir are protracted -
they.are bound to be - the Musharraf
government would continue to hire,
armh and send militants across the bor-
ders. Even if Musharraf is saying this to
pacify religious groups, he is creating
problems for Vajpayee who had the
courage to invite him without waiting

~

for Islamabad’s interference tostop.
Infact, the first announcement the
two leaders should make after the
meeting is that of a six-month cease- |
fire, meaning that no bullet would be ‘
l
|
l

fired, direct or indirect, open or hid-
den, at the LoC, the international bor-
der and within the Valley, When I met
Musharraf at Islamabad last year, T
found him receptive to the idea. It is |
true Vajpayee took some time to recip-
rocate because of his bad experience
at Kargil. But when he gave his assent,
Musharraf dragged his feet. The mes-
sage sent through the Pakistan High
Commissioner in Delhi was not ac-
knowledged. Even a reminder and a
letter to Musharraf elicited no reply.
Although he subsequently ordered a
ceasefire on the LoC and the interna-
tional border, he-did not stop militants
from crossing into India.

~ As regards the solution, it would
have to be worked out patiently and
over a long period. Both countries will
have go to away from the beaten path.
What Jawaharlal Nehru told Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto in November, 1961, in Lon-
don is-still true: “Zulfi, I know that we
must find a solution for Kashmir. But

- we have got caught in a situation which

we cannot get out of without causing
damage to the systerh and structures of
our respective societies.”

What worries me is that even the
announcement of summit has brought
the hawks in the open in both countries.
Past experience indicates that they be-
come active when the two sides decide
tositacrossthetable.

Some journalists, academics and ex-
pertsamong them have already dipped
their pens in poison. They peddle ha-
tred and they are the ones who will not
allow a normal, peaceful atmosphere to
prevail. They have a vested interest in
hostilities. They do not want the war

. Jobbies they represent to go out of busi-

ness. It wiil be tragic if Vajpayee gad
, Musharraflisten to them. /
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ne good thing about
America. Few secrets
remain secrets for
very long. They are
either leaked to the
press-an honoured Washington
tradition or they find their way
into some memoir or they get
published by the government
itself under the 30-year rule.

The recent release of official
documents relating to South Asia
as part of the series Foreign Rela-
tions of the United Sates 1964-
1968 will leave some Pakistani
reputations tarnished, principally
that
referred to in one US National
Security Council memorandum
as “our best Pak friend”.

While it was aimost universally
believed in Pakistan at the time
that the finance minister was
“America’s man”, those close to
Shoaib charged that such allega-
tions were part of a systematic
campaign of character assassina-
tion masterminded by Bhutto.
The foreign minister, they said,
had an irrational animus against
Shoaib and, since both were
rivals for President Ayub Khan’s
favourable attention, they con-
stantly bickered and spread vile
rumours against one another.

The papers establish two things
definitively. One that the United
States government of the day did
not like Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, did
not trust him and considered him
a bad influence on Ayub. Bhutto
it was, the Americans believed,
who was pushing Ayub closer to
China. The Americans were
paranoid about China at the time.
During the 1965 war, for
instance, their principal concern
was China. Would China come
in on the side of Pakistan and, if
$0, to what extent and in what
form and where?

When Bhutto finally left the
Ayub government, a memo
addressed to President Johnson
on November 29, 1966 by his
special assistant Walter Rostow
said, “Ayub... and his removal of
foreign minister Bhutto was a
major step in rooting out the anti-
American tone which charac-
terised Pak policy in 1964 and
1965.”

The Americans believed that
there was a secret Bhutto-China
deal against Ayub. Shoaib is con-
stantly referred to as a friend.
Once he is received by LBJ at the
White House alone for 30 min-
utes while the Pakistani ambas-
sador waits outside and is only
included in the enlarged meeting.

On 4 November 1967, Johnson
phones Eisenhower and tells him
that he had discussed Bhutto with
Ayub in Washington in Decem-
ber 1965. “I just said to him
(Ayub)-now, Mr President, I
know you rely on Bhutto just fike
I rely on Dean Rusk and like
Eisenhower relies on Dulles, but

By KHALID HASAN

of Mohammad Shoaib,

13

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto

you can’t rely on him (Bhutto)
that way and [ am not entering
your internal affairs, but this man
is damn dangerous as far as you
are concerned and you are my
friend and I am going to give you
this warning and I know whereof
I speak. (some part of the text
here remains classified).” Well,
when Bhutto said in 1977, “The
bloodhounds are after my blood,”
he wasn’t wrong, They got him
twice in 10 years, once when he
was foreign minister and then
when he was Prime Minister.

s for Shoaib, in a memo
Adatcd April 11, 1964, he is
counted among “moderate
clements” along with G.
Moenuddin. Shoaib was con-
stantly keeping the Americans
informed. He would tell them of
the inner thinking of the Cabinet,
of Bhutto’s moves, of the degree
of friendliness or the lack of it for
the US, in short, he was Wash-
ington’s asset-in-place. When he
left the government, he was
appointed World Bank vice pres-
ident, the first man from a devel-
oping country to get the job.
Shoaib  assures McGeorge
Bundy on September 24, 1964,
that Pakistan is just keeping on
good terms with China and has
made “no serious moves”. He
also tells him that Ayub had no
intention of switching away from
the US and that he (Shoaib) had

resisted an increase in Pakistan’s
military expenditure. The minute
says, “When the service chiefs
had recently gone to Ayub for
military purchases, Ayub had
vetoed it on Shoaib’s plea.” The
chiefs had gone to the President
because India had raised its mili-
tary spending to $2 billion. The
minute adds, “At several points,
Shoaib made allusions to the
problem with Bhutto and the
MEA (foreign office). He subse-
quently told Komer (of the
National Security Council) that
he was aware we knew that Bhut-
to was at one extreme among Pak
policy-makers. Ayub... didn’t
take all Bhutto’s advice. He
(Shoaib) repeated what he had
told Phil Talbot, i.e. that he had
inspired the RCD gambit as an
alternative to Bhutto’s pressure
for new gestures towards China.”

Komer’s memo to LBJ on 2
April 1965 says, “Our best Pak
friend, finance minister Shoaib,
said flatly that Aziz Ahmed keeps
telling Ayub that the Pak accom-
modation with Peiping (Beijing)
can be carried much further with-
out jeopardising the flow of US
aid.” What Shoaib is providing to
the US is sensitive inside think-
ing of the Ayub government of
which he is a minister.

Dean Rusk’s telegram to head-
quarters on April 8,1965, refers
to a “highly frank and private
discussion” with Shoaib on Pak-

One that the United States government of
the day did not like Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, did not
trust him and considered him a bad influence on

Ayub. Bhutto it was, the Americans believed, who
was pushing Ayub closer to China. The Ameri-
cans were paranoid about China at the time.

During the 1965 war, for instance, their principal

concern was China. Would China come in on the

side of Pakistan and, if so, to what extent
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US relations. Rusk writes, “1 am
not certain because of the very
personal character of our conver-
sation and the personal politics
of Pakistan that Shoaib will
report my conversation before
Ayub returns to Pakistan.” Rusk
then adds, “I do believe it would
be advisable for the President to
have a personal report from me
on my talk with Shoaib...” So
secret obviously is what Shoaib
has told him, that he does not
wish to put it even in an “eyes
only” telegram.

sador Walter -McConaughy

after Ayub’s Moscow visit
in April 1965 “that nothing tran-
spired during Moscow visit
which would seem to jeopardise
existence of our facilities (Bad-
aber) and that Aziz Ahmed was
probably freewheeling to some
extent in an effort to make trouble
for us”. Why does he teil the
Americans what took place
between Ayub and the Russian
leaders? The ambassador writes,
“Shoaib advised me strongly to
resist Pak foreign office intrusion
into this subject (Badaber) if I
possibly could, since it would at a
minimum greatly complicate our
difficulties.”

Another telegram from
McConaughy to secretary of state
on July 10,1965, says, “When
finance minister Shoaib saw me
this morning about postponement
[of] consortium pledging session,
he said that you had offered him
the use of our telegraphic facili-
ties if he ever had a message of
special importance and sensitivity
which he wished to convey
urgently to you. He said he
thought the current situation
called for such a message and
asked that I transmit the following
to you on his behalf.” The mes-
sage says that “favourable policy
developments” are under way in
Pakistan and the consortium
meeting should go ahead. Why
does a key member of the Ayub
government send secret messages
to the US secretary of state using
secure US transmitting facilities?

On September 19, 1965, Shoaib
meets McConaughy secretly at
the “home of a mutual Pakistani
friend” where he tells him that
Ayub is “growingly aware of
Bhutto’s extremism’ and wants a
“compromise” with India but
needs a face saving. Bhutto'’s
“extremisimn” lay in his insistence
that a ceasefire must be accompa-
nied by an undertaking on a Kash-
mir solution. Bhutto was over-
ruled: Shoaib carried the day.

Isn’t it time Pakistan too
released its papers? After all,
none of the principals are any
longer alive. Truth, they say,
must out, except, one should add,
in Pakistan.

s lhoaib tells American ambas-

By arrangement with Dawn
———— #
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 16. The visit of the Pakistan Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, is likely to be
structured in a manner that would let him spend
considerable time in direct talks with the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee. Extended one-on-
one sessions, it is hoped here, would allow the lead-
ers to discuss a broad range of issues without
prejudice and the stifling presence of bureaucrats.

Sources familiar with the planning for Gen. Mush-
arraf’s visit hope the format would help the two lead-
ers get to know each other better and understand the
motivations, objectives and difficulties of the inter-
locutor. A personal rapport at the top is crucial, it is
being suggested, if India and Pakistan are to sustain
the latest round of engagement. Neither side would
want Gen. Musharraf’s visit to become just another
one-shot affair, like the summit at Lahore two years
ago. The sources ‘also cautioned against excessive
expectations from the talks. Having learnt the les-
sons from Lahore and Kargil, the foreign policy plan-
ners are determined to be realistic in their approach
to Pakistan. India believes that the encounter with
Gen. Musharraf is important and wants to reach out
to him. But there is no room for romanticism.

There was a flurry of activity today in the foreign
office, assessing Gen. Musharraf’'s comments on In-
do-Pakistan relations in a television programme on
Friday. The political assessment of the General’s re-
marks here has not been negative. But the foreign
office was certainly outraged by some of his remarks,
in particular the undiplomatic comments on the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

A Foreign Office spokesperson responded to ques-
tions from the press on Gen. Musharraf’s suggestion

More time for one-on-one talks

that Pakistan may be more open-minded than India
with a cryptic counter-question. “How can we gauge
how open a mind is until it is opened?” She was
implying India would not be found wanting in the
game of political posturing and verbal sparring with
Pakistan. She would also not let Gen. Musharraf get
away with trivialising Mr. Singh’s statement at a
press conference last month that Kashmir is an “in-
tegral part of India”. Last night, Gen. Musharraf said
he hoped the statement was “just a view’’ and “‘not a
position” to be taken in the coming dialogue on
Kashmir.

The spokeswoman hit back: “The External Affairs
Minister was not giving his personal views or simply
making a statement. He was reiterating the provi-
sions of the Constitution of India”.

At the press briefing, Mr. Singh was reluctant to be
drawn into an assertion of well-known positions on
Kashmir. And his remarks were in response to per-
sistent questioning from reporters on the emphasis
by the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar,
on “self-determination” for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf surely know
they need to go beyond the stated positions on Jam-
mu and Kashmir. But their foreign offices believe
they are under constant pressure to reaffirm all the
cliches in response to those from across the border.

Bureaucrats are trained to defend old positions to
death. That probably is the reason why Mr. Vajpayee
and Gen. Musharraf want to keep the officials out-
side the door when they explore a future Indo-Pakis-

tan relationship very diffgrent from the one in the
past. /

—>
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New Delhi, June 16: A day
after Pervez Musharraf prom-
ised to make an effort at
changing history, a reasonable
but firm India made it clear
that Islamabad should not
have any high hopes of a shift
in Delhi’s position on Kashmir
at next month’s summit.

Delhi today re-affirmed that
Jammu and Kashmir was “an in-
tegral part of India”, clarifying
that it should not be seen as any
individual’s view, but a position
that the government is commit-
ted to by the Constitution.

India also made it clear that
Musharraf’s statement that he
would go to the summit with an
“open mind” would have to be
judged by the kind of proposals
he places on the negotiating
table.

By saying so, Delhi has sought
to send Islamabad the message
that it should give up looking at

M\ b Q

the Kashmir problem as an exten-
sion of its two-nation theory.
The leadership here is not willing
to buy the explanation offered
by Pakistan that the root of the
trouble lies in the “repression” of
the Muslim majority in the
state by the “Hindu majority” in
India.

While the government is will-
ing to take measures aimed at
building confidence among the
people — such as an autonomy
package, the creation of a soft bor-
der and enhanced trade and move-

(4D
)

ment between the people of the
two Kashmirs — much of it will
depend on the steps Islamabad
takes to rein in militant outfits op-
erating from its soil.

Musharraf had regretted last
night foreign minister Jaswant
Singh’s statement that the entire
Jammu and Kashmir was an inte-
gral part of India, saying he hoped
the “statement is perhaps just a
statement and nothing more”.

But Delhi signalled that the ge-
neral should not be under any illu-
sion. “The external affairs minis-

elhi draws line for

Pervez history hope

ter was not giving his personal vi-
ews or simply making a stateme-
nt,” foreign ministry spokesper-
son Nirupama Rao said. “He was
reiterating the provisions of the
Indian Constitution.”

The government is also not
going overboard with Mushar-
raf’s remark that though he would
go to the summit with an “open-
mind”, his stance would be direct-
ly proportional to the “open-
mindedness” shown by Indian
leaders.

“How can we gauge how open
the mind is unless it is opened?”
Rao said, implying that India
wanted Pakistan to specify what
they were seeking from the talks
instead of juggling with words.

It is apparent from her state-
ment that India does not want ex-
pectations to soar in the run-up to
the summit. It’s a reality check

interest.



‘SOLUTION CAN COME LATER’

Accept Kashmir as core
- issue, says Pakistan+?,

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 16. Pakistan will
not insist on the settlement of the
Kashmir issue as a *‘pre-requisite”
for normalisation of relations with
India during the coming summit
between the Pakistan Chief Exec-
utive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, and
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, if India is willing to ac-
cept Kashmir as the centrality of
the problem.

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Inamul Haq, gave indications
on these lines here during an inter-
action session with a group of edi-
tors of the Pakistani media and
opinion makers over a luncheon
meeting. One of the participants at
the meeting told The Hindu that it
was part of the exercise to elicit
public opinion before the summit.

Mr. Hagq said nothing “conclu-
sive” could be expected from one
summit meeting and the stage
would not come at the Delhi meet-
ing where either side would get
down to discussion on the various
options for resolution of the Kash-
mir problem.

“It would be more in the nature
of sizing up each other. Gen.
Musharraf has repeatedly stated
that Kash})ir is the core issue be-

tween India and Pakistan. In our
view, by extending an invitation to
the Chief Executive to visit New
Delhi, India has accepted the
proposition”, he said.

Stating that Pakistan would not
compromise on the question of
centrality of Kashmir to the dia-
logue process, the Foreign Secre-
tary said the Delhi summit would
be an endeavour to reach on un-
derstanding on how to go about in
attempting to resolve the core is-
sue. ‘‘We can certainly discuss the
follow-up mechanism for resolu-

Hurriyat leaders released;
pro-India leader
shot dead: Page 8

tion of the Kashmir dispute once
there is clarity and understanding
on the centrality of the issue. Once
this is clear, there could be pro-
gress on many other fronts. We are
not averse to discussing progress
of other issues but it would cer-
tainly not be at the cost of Kashmir
" he said.

When a participant expressed
the view that in the past India had
“betrayed the faith’ of Pakistan on
the negotiating table by raising
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subjects other than Kashynir, Mr.
Haq is believed to have paid that
“it would not happen this time.
Our impression is the Indian side
will not allow the summit to be-
come a fiasco”.

The Foreign Secretary said Pa-
kistan would not commit itself to
any position on Kashmir in the be-
ginning stages as it would weaken
its case. There was no response
from Mr. Haq when one of the par-
ticipants suggested that while In-
dia would have to give up its
position of Kashmir as its “‘integral
part”, Pakistan should not contin-
ue with its insistence of imple-
mentation of U.N. resolutions on
plebiscite if the summit had to
make a headway.

Mr. Haq observed, “if the eco-
nomic factors and the casualties in
the Army are the reasons for the
invitation from Delhi, the eco-
nomic factor was equally valid in
case of Pakistan. Economically we
are passing through such a critical
phase that we are prepared to go
all out to secure peace in the re-
gion”. At the same time, he said
that it did not mean Pakistan was
prepared for any settlement.
“Whatever settlement is reached
ultimately, it should be accepta]
to Kashmiris”.
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¢ o Notes from Delhi.

elhi  becomes eerie

when it loses power.

With the Prime Minis-

ter having shifted
camp to a hospital in Mumbai,
Delhi has become a city of
echoes. The Prime Minister’s
Office is the heart as well as the
solar plexus of the city; it is only
fair 1o note that the brain of the
government is a collective enti-
ty, and spread glutinously across
many corridors. But with the
PMO this is a hollow city and
government is a shadow play.
Even a Cabinet meeting,
presided over by home minister
Lal Krishna Advani, was only a
cursory exercise in semantics, a
signal towards some notional
hierarchy that has very little
value when the moment of deci-
sion arrives. Congress Prime
Ministers also used to nominate
a “Cabinet presider” in their
absence, which permitted the
nominee to preen around for a
little before his spread feathers
got clipped by the likes of R.K.
Dhawan (kings employ barbers).
Ministers who have any real
work either wait for the Prime
Minister to return, or take a
flight if the matter is urgent.
This, for instance, is what exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant
Singh did on Friday when he
| was in the process of finalising a
date for the Musharraf visit to
Delhi; he flew down to Mumbai
to consult the boss. Democracy
does not believe in any parallel
order; the only serious differ-
ence with royalty is that the peo-
ple are given the divine right to
overthrow a king by reasonably
peaceful means. Jtis as simple as
that. Or, if you are Number 2, as
complicated as _that. In the
absence of power, even gossip
becomes pale. For a change
Delhi, usually in love with its
own voice, is hearing what oth-
ers have to say. Its two ears are
cocked in two directions. One is
towards the PMO Camp in
Mumbai, and the other is
towards Islamabad, particularly
now that Chiel Executive Offi-

cer Pervez Musharral has said

-that he is coming to change his-
tory.

Ed

he arrival of* history

I always tends to make me
nervous. Most mortals

are simply not equipped to han-
dle anything so momentous as
history; ordinary life is difficult
enough. Leaders who stare at
history sq often lose the plot. We
shall leave aside E.H. Carr, who
wrote a full book in answer to
the question What is History?
And discovered, like a good aca-
demic, that there was no consen-
sus. Even for less complicated
minds history asks too many
questions, most of them from
history. Is history terminal?
Does it begin somewhere, does
it have a destination, and are
there stops in between for rest,

recreation and refuelling? Is his- -

tory'made by decisions or is it a
process? A [ being impertinent
because all [ have to do Is write a
column while more serious peo-
ple in Dethi have to serve the
nation? Or, sometimes, two
nations?

eneral Musharraf has
already established a
reputation in India. Indi-

ans do not consider him to be
right on everything, far from
that; but they do. think he is
forthright on everything. This
last word is. important. Indian
and Pakistani politicians have
not hesitated to be forthright

Indian and Pakistani
politicians have not
hesitated to be
forthright about each
other; they have been
more circumspect about
their own failings.
General Musharraf has
built up credibility by
his candour, during
interviews with media
and at public meetings,
about the damage that
fundamentalist
organisations do by
their excesses. No one
has described Pakistan’s
Jamaat-e-Islami as
pithily as him. The
General called the chief
of Pakistan’s Jamaat a
lunatic. I can’t see the
Amir of India’s
Jamaat-e-Islami queuing
up to meet the General
in July. Such straight
talk must be raising
more than'a quiver

. of concern among
the more ardent jihadis
who want permanent
war between India
and Pakistan over
Kashmir rather

than a settlement

about each other; they have been
more circumspect about their
own failings. General Musharraf
has built up credibility by his
candour, during interviews with
media and at public meetings,
about the damage that funda-
mentalist organisations do by
their excesses. No one has
described Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-
Islami as pithily as him. The
General called the chief of Pak-
istan’s Jamaat a lunatic. I can’t

see the Amir of India’s Jamaat-
e-Islami¥yueuing up to meet the
General in July. Such straight
talk must be raising more than a
quiver of concern among the
more ardent jihadis who want
permanent war between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir
rather than a settlement.

erhaps the General meant

that he wanted to change

facts rather than change
history. That would be a more
acceptable goal. The danger of
raising the profile of the coming
summit is that anything less than
a dramatic finale will be consid-
ered a letdown. Failure and suc-
cess, particularly on a matter as
volatile and sensitive as Indo-
Pak relations, are comparative
realities. We all know that good
intentions are not good encugh.
We also know that time has not
melted the Kashmir dispute;
instead, between the two nations
more than a hundred thousand
crores-are spent each year on the
cost of confrontation. How
many schools, roads and hospi-
tals would that build from Bihar
to Baluchistan? This is only the
cost of the operational defence
infrastructure. Add the cost of
lost benefits from trade, and you
would . need a mathematician
with special interest in algebra
rather than arithmetic to calcu-
late the true figure. What is sad-
der is that Kashmir has affected

" both countries in more funda-

mental ways, less perhaps with
us than with Pakistan. Kashmir
has corroded the credibility of
our democracy, (how many elec-
tions there can be called gen-
uine?) And Kashmir has become
the excuse for the militarisation
of Pakistan, which in turn makes
democracy impossible to sustain
in Pakistan.

ince Delhi has moved to

Mumbai it was inevitable

that work would drag one
to the temporary capital of India.
The patter started against the
windows of the descending jet.
All fortnight the skies have been
‘pregnant across Mumbai and the
deccan with this year’s mon-
soon. The water has now burst in

- Mumbai. The sea has the heave

and roll of a discotheque. When
a wave on a high slaps against
the wall of the seafront at Worli,

.a silver arc of water leaps into

the air and lands on the opposite
side of the road, an instant roof
of water. It rains in bursts, in
intense patches, and the breeze
from the sea whips the rain
midair or as it lands on black
asphalt. All umbrellas become
like the one held helplessly by
Raj Kapoor in Skree 420, invert-
ed under the onslaught. The
monsoon also stresses the fact
that Mumbai is all hill; at other
times the stream of traffic seems
to create a flat level impression.
But now the edges of the roads

become streams going downhill.
The new flyovers are hill upon
hiils. Under their broad swat he
is a new shelter for the pedestri-
an, cool and comfortable. The
colour of the sky does not
change no matter how many
days it rains, and it could contin-
ue like this for a week. It almost
never lightens to the familiar
blue. The trees that have com-
peted against cement in this
urban jungle come alive as they
feast in this overhead bath.
Mumbaikars love the rain, no
matter how much chaos it cre-
ates in their lives. You might
think that living next to the sea

Failure and success,
particularly on a matter
as volatile and sensitive

as Indo-Pak relations,

are comparative
realities... We know that
time has not melted the
Kashmir dispute;
instead, between the
two nations more than

a hundred thousand

crores are spent each

year on the cost of

confrontation. How .

many schools, roads

and hospitals would
that build from Bihar
to Baluchistan? This is
only the cost of the
operational defence
infrastructure. Add the
cost of lost benefits
from trade, and you
would need a
mathematician with
special interest in
algebra rather than
arithmetic to calculate
the true figure. What is
sadder is that Kashmir
has affected both
countries in more
fundamental ways, less
perhaps with us than
with Pakistan
EE———

they would be passe about
water. But rain is something*
else. It is a body-healer and-a
mind-refresher. Incidentally wet
clothes look sexy only in Mum-
bai-made movies, not in Mum-
bai real life. The talk here too is
of Musharraf, but the context is
different. Mumbai’s solution in
the Indo-Pak problem is specif-
ic: if a thousand Pakistanis
developed a vested interest in
trade with India they would lead

the way to peace via SAPTA
(South Asian Preferential Trade
Agreement) and SAFTA (South
Asian Free Trade Agreement).
Let us make money together and
live happily ever after. Health,
wealth and send politics to the
Arabian Sea. :

Rain is no deterrent to PM.
When they talk of pouring buck-
ets they know exactly what they
are saying. By the time I reached
the gates of Breach Candy Hos-
pital the patter of rain was inter-
spersed with the thud of special
delivery as some circle of cloud
20,000 feet above unleashed a
blob. The roads surged with
water. Thank God Mumbai is
hills; the flood moved. The
stream of people and VIPs come
Jo show their affection for a con-
valescing Atal Behari Vajpayee
was undiminished. At the gates
of the hospital the security was
courteous in conscious contrast
to the weather.

ast question. Is too much

being expected out of the

July talks? History “has
been used.” History is a demand-
ing mistress; who can live up
easily to her expectations? What
is certain is that there is a palpa-
ble thrill racing through both
countries at the prospect of a
glimmer of hope. Right. Just the
prospect of a glimmer. No more,
for now. Two men of declared
sincerity have decided -to give
dialogue a chance. They do not
need an education in snares, pit-
falls, problems, traps and betray-
al.

How would 1 define success?
One: After two days the open
mind with which the talks began
had not_.been closed by old or
new rules. Two: The language of
communication between the two
countries ~ began to change.
Instead of demand and supply
we began to talk of common pur-
pose amidst separate identity.
Three: If,at the end of the visit
the General and the PM
announce a structure for dia-
logue across a wide clutch of
issues-from Kashmir to trade to

“Bollywood. Fout: If during the

two days they could find space
for the culture and communica-
tion beyond the limitations of the
government. Five: If they could
announce that they were going to
meet again, in September in
Karachi.  Why = September?
Because there is a Test match
with India in Karachi then.
Cricket is one common fest
between the two nations. More
than two decades ago India and
Pakistan broke ice through crick-
et at just such a Test match at
Karachi. A.B. Vajpayee was
finance minister of India then,
L.K. Advani was information
and broadcasting minister. Mr
Advani used the thaw to go home
to Karachi and visit the schpol
where he had studied. It is”time
he went again. 4




T YT T e PR 00000008000000 8000000 0NRNNNEPNNNTINNNNINO0NRER0IONt0RRRRIRtRtltlLRt0seNNTItNsENnPt00eRN0tETETY

g AS.S\ unipuy “[auojo))
JUDUIINBYT Pa13aL D S LOYIND L)

*STL 9A1310]
10A0U s £juegsod asmmiayjo
‘JISTA S [elduer) oY) wodj Inojel
aansod e SurpeIjXe Ul SAISIIAP
9q 03 sey 1q[o(] Ma)N ‘ uorsensiad
9ATOI900, ‘9340] SIY Ul [09X9
09 spoou 9akedleA Iy ‘pua SIY} o,

‘A[reuorjer payoroadde J1
‘syesodoad ano £q Surof Jerreysnpy
‘wor) jo Lyiqissod A19ae ST 919y,
*JIUIWNS 8y} J8 U0des( ay} aUI0d9q
Ezo:m wdpeied uesioy] oY,

‘pusy

ULy B UM SIY) OpLLISAO jsSnul
YA MON ‘e0ULI8JUO)) [BUOIIEN
9y} wogy auwod [[Im wafqoid
Jrwysey] ay) Suiafos 03 uoryisoddo
1seduox)s 9y 1ey) paoadxe st 9I
“Iygsey] Jojye pa[)jes

8 0} “JUeTHOUX 8Y} 10} IFUIN|Noeq
a3} uo pedeld aq pInoys uo
08 pue Suryuel UONEN pPaINOAE]
IS0y ‘Arepunoq ewijlIeul ‘Yool))
IIg ‘edeareg I[N\ ‘USYORIg
§8 Yons sensst SuIpueIsIno IayjQ

*SOLIJUNOD
943 yjoq uo pesodwl aq Ppnosm
SUOTJOURS JIUIOU0Dd. 9I3A3S ‘INWIIP
uejsijeJ JIo/pue eBIpu] pinoys —
989ABD B 9( 07 SBY 319} ‘10A9MOY]

"9[qe} punol sy}
je vwanoﬁ?smﬁ aq p[nom Iapioq ®
0T O] oY} JO UOLjBsI[BULIO} Y],
‘uejsnyed pue vIpuj ‘0sInod jo ‘pue
soLIUNOY) dTWe[s] Jo uonesmuesiQ
oy} ‘VS( oY} ‘epeur) ‘uoruf)
ueadoing oyj} ‘emssny ‘eury)
‘erpengsny  3ursuadwiod peastuedio
aq 91qe] punod N e 18y} 18033ns
pinoys A[[eept oafedfep I

JTUIWINS 8y} 910Jaq OUL SA[OP
0] 9ARY JBjjeS snpqy edIa)unod
SIq pue y3uig juBMSEP
jey) uonpounj v ‘unynbas uou
se pedunp oq p[noys 9}19s1qa1d

® oABy JSNu JIIWYSeY], 10 BIpU].

Jo 1xed sjqeuUSI[RUI UR SI ATWYSEY],,
9Nl syletoqqIyy ‘Jelieysny "usy)
0} SwWoY JALIp 0] sey oakedfep
IN jeym st SIy], 91 juowajdurr
03 st poaxmbax st ey [y
“I9paoq a.nf ap & ojul HoT

9y} SunIeAuO0D ‘A[OWERU ‘S}STX90D
os[e uonnjos 8y} ey} SI §saU
-oAISn[oXo s welqoad ITmysey ay],
jondsip ITwysey] oY) OA[0SOI 0}
Lem onewdexd jsour a3 ST Jeym
- “BIpuj

03 ojeridoadde 9sow st wSIfEIUO[OD
dI}SAWOp,, ULIS} dY} ‘90USH (A
‘pouUIBWILL (LE O[Ty ‘pourewal
wapqoad trurysey] oy} se Juo| sy
: ‘siem uejsiyeJ-e1puj

24} Ul S9210] poulIe seIpu] jo

seoljlIoes plojun oY) Aprenonaed
‘BuIyg  je  epu]  pafexjaq
‘s18SIAPB LITWYSBY JO 9119300
® Aq pajjeqe pue popre ‘I9)SIUIN
SUWIlly ITWYSEY ® ‘@OUsH
j9UO0 X08S9] ® JO oa® I913E] 9}

SB AIjunod I9yjouI a9y} JO SUSZNIIO
9y} yyum ofeifejul JoAdu Pp[nos
poy) 128a3 € Jo USIpIIyd oY) Suteq
SLITWYSBY JeYy) oprRwW Uajjo SI
‘s[qeiIByIuUn 9qABW ‘00usIajed
«i'" @S[e 10 ‘sn 0] 90y

-LI0BS 19))9q P,NOX ‘SIUBY}SNPUIH]
21 mnof ‘suwmysey
axe oM, ‘frr0w1a] 9y uo
Bunysixe ‘[[e jo jsowx pue
‘ osned, Ilurysey] snoiq
-np S}1 YjIm SNUNUO0I
0} BIpPU] ‘SUOIPE §,9}E)S
9y} uorjsenb 0} auo ou
‘dej umo ‘uornjisuos
umo ‘srejided  IajuIm
pue Iawwuns — JulAl]
Jo 91418 qez8ueiny,
ay) se pa[rBy A[snoliea
us9q sey snje}s SIYJ,
‘0LE oYY

Ispun snjejs [eroads
s07e)s oY} Ses0f J 189]
wolqoad ITwWYsSEY oY}
Bursfos uo uady [[B 3B
10U SI ‘90UaIAJUO)) [BUOT}
-eN oy ‘Ajred resnyjod
3urpee] saturysey pue
NWHIBL 18Y) SMOYS UOT}
-oadsorjur peserqun uy
*s908 9y}

118 Py 3! d1eym ¢ /6T Ul
B[WIYS J8 N0 [[0S SSBID
syt Sureq 9oe eojqeord
-50p J9jeaI8 uWoeAe ue
‘ueispyed 03 3red serpug
U0 ISpULLINS B aq 0) pa
-a01d 99GT Ul JUSYYsE,
“UMO I19Y) uo ysnoayy y
£1180 j0u Prnoo £ey) Inq
assedurt ay3 jo 1no Kem
1eonpoead jsowl oY) Sem
Aypess siyy 3unydsooe
jey) oeide pip uBYY
quiy pue eddeue)
W3 s[elduayr) ‘pe] Uy
‘uelsiyed pue eipuj
uoamiaq JIaproq 030D
ap ® SB 2Inpus pnom
‘Poyjey A[ojewiy(n otom
suonjeaedo 1FGT oY}
8IoUym [0Iju0) jo Qur]
oy} jey3 LIqisuss oYy
poudyiduaays A[jenpeid

an) ay} aADY Snalo)y

AR B

a.ng.ﬁ!

- TITR oy

03 Ly61 poured 8y
i31 3sutede poureid

M ‘ue)siysd 03 Jrurysey| Jo

g961

UM SOLIIUNO0d O0M) 9Sd
aseo Auw o[y j0u PIp
“19ptoq andiuey
ay) uo safejpia ugrpur om}  pores
-puBWWOd, IegrieA|y pue urg)
Tesyy Ul £103419) uBtpu] Jo wybs
000'%¢ Jnoqes painjded Apuanbes
-qns BUIg) ‘s1 3uiyy oqeor[dxsul
uy - Snueq, B S YeBUUIL O]

v e o -

9B PO UR I0J I9ABS 908B] paainba
onw v sem SIy} ‘APYI] AIoA
‘ue)siyed 0} pauonazodde

9q 0s[e pInom ITuyseyf JO SIS ©
‘Lrpunoo ayy Jo yunyo e yjim Suofe
1By} yBUULpf [y paWuByOly (LM
Surpue)siopun Ue pey NIYaN 18Y)
s)se838ns uopnosdsorjey ‘-eyynys
ajqnop sIy} J1oj 2a1ep 03 Surwiod
-yI0] udaq sey uorjeue[dxe oN
"} 9S[[BRUO)RULIUIL 0

N[ oY} 01 Jejjewr aY) pPoysni pue
‘dn-yur] youooJ sY3 Ioye 9A1jenIIUL

suonejdadxa jeasy :aakedlep Lieyag |ely pue jeliRysny zaniad [B18usy

’

LLNQ X [ S3lM ‘a1juag

9y} poureSol AWry UeIpuj oY)
se jsnl ‘suorjerado Itwysey| pue
nwwer LT oY) Suunp oiyesesd
I0] po[[eoun Ue pPaJopIo  NIYIN
[B[deyemep -onssi s1q} Julpuey
o[rym purw ul 3dey 9q 03 pasu 1]
JO $70B] Mo] Y IUIYSEY] 10] MON

‘dn mox3
Isnuw o “£}IAIONPUOI  B[IjUR]
-ul jo sieed (g Surpaeosip ‘pooy
-}npe SNOLIdS 0jul ainjew jsnwl

BIpU] ‘SUOI}R[dd [BUOI}RUISIUL
Jo pliom oy} ul jpedsax LI 0}
ST BIpUT JI {IBM JITD 8Y3

Suunp seafesino jo op
-eW am 9poe)oads snofnd

ay} Aq puey wiy e yum

papjoe] aJuaiajuo? jeuoile ay} woiy uolyiseddo

Aue pue pajoow si ajge} punol () e ‘18pioq a/nf ap

B 0JUI [043u09 jo 3ur] 8y} Buipiaauoa ui saij uonN|oS JIwysey|
8y} jey} Juod ay) awioy aaup uea eipuj i |nybuluesw
alow ay1 Jje aq [jim Hwwns aakedlep-jelieysnyy ay| o 3

-TPU B Jeym JoqUIoway
, mys
synowt no doay 03 moy
MOUY 10U Op 9M :PINOW
700}-9Y3}-}00YS SUO WOIJ
qopms  A[[enjiqey om
© I8A0 Jeax

~TBYSNJ\ "USX) 9JIAUI pUue
I99UsA NOYP-URY) -Ia1[0Y
Ino peys 03 juepnad 91
1y8noyz ‘oIojoray) ‘em
M 943 pue VSN oY)
ssoulm  ‘A[JUsded  sar0
-RIJOWAP JOY)0 Ul P[aY
SuoIos[e M 3Suriser)
-u0d Jojje Suisseareq
~we A[eadse sem sIyJ,
*SI91STUTW JOIYO SW0D
-9q ued sosnods Jray}
pUE S[BUIWLID PIOTAU0D
‘foexsowrap jsoSie] spi
-I0M PI[[3-0S OT)SOWOP
IN0 Ul USYM SUOIJOU
SIjeIdOWAp UM Ydjeuwl
-SIW 9J0YM B 3q pom
ueisiyed Uul Ad5eIoowop
-uou JurpeSuyseo eyl
pesifeal 91 ueym IYRJ
MON uo paqieadrd aary
0} sieodde osuas awrog
jéseTumoulq I0J STy}

ST (MOU 108 d[[lA9pheA ©
ur utdnput om aIe Lym
usy], -jou A[snoraqQ
«SAyuidaa, yeonyijod
pojutoue-jos ano jyrods
-9 UOI}IBJISIUL Yous SBEf
(ueIsiyeq Jo SIUSWUID
-203 Krejrua snotaaatl
9011} Sse AUBW S YIIM
pajoRIgIUL J0U 9M SARH
“UteA QWIS aY]

ur dNuruod om 3oL ‘ey €
weu 0} uelstueysry ui

&Y

ueqrie], @y} pus tewueiy ‘eury)
y3noays AKem ISuryerp
paBY aY) JUIBI] oM\ SSpUsLy uey)
saTwaUa axow sn 108 aary j1ed Ino0
uo spe ofirend yons 9BY) WSINI)
o) 1dedor 01 pasnJol SABY IM
‘8urpaeoy 31oq
£nseyo- wno- oley ano 3Sununeyj
pue ssouisnq Suorjeu I9Yj0 03Ul
asou Ino mﬁxoa ‘apimpiiom £oBID
-ourop SuiuordwIByd 9SIBOY SOA[S
<IN0 Wealds oM —  WSI[RIUo[od
J13SOUIOP,, BIOW, ST UW9}sAs InNo
— puewap [opowr B yons Jo s[ejusm
-epuny jeym UWOI] paAOWSI IBj
ST £0BID0WISD INO JBY} PUIW ISAON
'9JUDIISU0D 'S, pIOM 8y} Jo sxodaay
$B Soalesano pejutodde oAy om
18y} Usaq sey souspusdepuy 9oUIS
O1ISLI9YOBIBYD [BUOIJIPRI} INQ
iPeTBy oM
"BIpU] W04 dBq Aem SIY uo pB(Q
-gure[s] Sunisia woyy uojurf) g
dojgs 07 488q 1IN0 paLI} pue uBISIEJ
jsurede Juidied ino panuuod
am ‘fyurenfed Suruaddls YIM
‘Juewauodisod ayj} 10] dnoo
sue)styed Sutwelq £q peuodisod
‘A[pa0ys onp sem yorym Surjeswt
aaeeg ayj} 303 0} Lem Ino jo Jno
JueM pue WY 0} ¥[8} 0] posmnjal
9 "dures 9Y) JO aqow pue ‘AIjuncd
siq ur  Adoeroowdp JFuliepanux
£Aq ‘sem Jelrsysniy 'usy) peq moy
9ABS SOUI[PeaYy J19(J0 0OU PpILIIRD
eIpauwr ueIpu] oy} ‘sAep .Jog
jueisiyed ur £oeIoOWAP
jonpural 03 ‘coAee] Jnok £q e se
yonw 0§ jnoyyim ssafesino uodn
1 300} M pUB JNO UMOIY) SBM
(SIlejje [BUIejul SUOI)BU J9Y30
Ul 9JULISIUI-UOU, JO Jouueq
[esysyoued pejuneA yonw JnQ
Bipuy ut eoe(d usye}
pey dnod yj i se ‘pad£joeasys
AjTesud)sAy sem asuodsal s,Iqoq
maN ‘6661 1003190 GT uo dnod s1yq
PojorRUD JRIIBUSN ‘USL) USYM
D110 01 93ueyd
A[oans pnod na v{ap uayj} ‘sIvpes|
y3joq £q 92Aa130adsaad 3001100 93 Ul
PoMmalA aq urd sjoadse om) 9soy) JI
‘9indsip Jrwysey] oY) Juta[osai 10J
1punuado snpow: 9y} ‘pucdes ‘puwe
suonyeed [euonjewrsjul  Areirod
-wrajuod Jo sydedead xespun pajerd
-ure) se uejsiyed sodoide Lorjod
udteroy setpu] ‘)siy — Swisf[eue
YoM ole suolje[al 1uwlsIyed
-opuj o3 Suturejrad sjoadse om],
‘Jedre
-ysnjy ZeAlaJ [BISUAY) 9AIIMIOXH
Jory) s.ueisyed pue o9kedlep
uByay [B1V JOISIUI WL UM
-joq ywwns Surpusdul
9y} Inoge [99) SIayjem
uelstyeJ-opu] jsoux

Moy S S iNA VFA \



usharraf

eager fo
change

| ISLAMABAD, June 15. — Geh-
| eral Pervez Musharraf tod
said he would seek to make
! “new beginning” and “chan
| history” with India at the up-
| coming summit.
| “I'm sure my counterparts in
f India...will also show open-
| mindedness and-this time we
! will change history, the Chief
| Executive told the state televi-
‘1 sion. “I'm going to change this
| history. If we get cooperation
! from there, God willing, we'll
| ..start a new beginning which
| has not been done before.”
‘\ He said he would meet Mr Atal
| Behari Vajpayee with an open
' mind, and that it would be re-
grettable if there was no pro-
gress over Kashmir. He iterated
i Kashmir was the key issue
between India and Pakistan.

“My agenda is clear. I want to
talk on the Kashmir dispute,
which is the core issue between
the two countries.” Any attempt
to dilute the Kashmir issue
would not help the summit.
India was aware of his stand on
the summit, he said.

Asked about the reported
proposal to start a bus service
. from Srinagar to Muzzafara-
; bad (PoK capital) Le zaid: “I
would love to travel from Srin-
agar to Muzzafarabad by bus.”
Dates to be announced
i soon: The logistical details of

the Indo-Pak summit were be-
'ing finalised and would be
made public “as soon as possi-
ble”, a foreign ministry spokes-
- man said today, SNS adds from
. Delhi.

There have been reports that,
because of the sensitive nature
i of the talks, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Gen Pervez
Musharraf may meet outside

histo

:‘nsums % 1€\£’

venue. The spokesman didnt
rule out the possibility, saying
“no such decision has been ma-
de” and “no logistical details
have been discussed”.

There were speculations that
the summit dates would be an-
nounced tonight after the ex-
ternal affairs minister, Mr Jas-
want Singh, met Mr Vajpayee
at Breach Candy Hospital in
Mumbai. But a PMO spokes-
man said the foreign ministries
of both countries would an-
nounce the dates simultane-
ously after finalising them
through diplomatic channels.

Mr Singh, who leaves for Aus-
tralia and New Zealand tomor-
row, made a “courtesy call” on
Mr Vajpayee and inquired
about his health. The Prime
Minister is expected back in
the capital on 19 June.

Envoy meets Speaker: The .
Pakistani high commissioner to
India today met the Lok Sabha !

Speaker to “emphasise how
highly the Pakistani govern-
ment is viewing these talks”.
The summit was “a great op-
portunity to move into a new,
higher plane of Indo-Pak rela-

tions,” Mr Ashraf Jahangir Qa- '

zi said.
He clarified that he had not

sought that Gen Musharraf ad-

dress both Houses of Parlia-
ment. In fact, the monsoon ses-

sion will not begin when the |
Pakistan Chief Executive is !
tentatively scheduled to visit
India, around second week of '

July.

Sources in the Speaker’s office -
indicated the 40-minute meet-
ing discussed the possibility of -

Gen Musharraf interacting
with senior parliamentarians,

possibly leaders of some -major -

parties, during his visit.

He is expected to meet, among
i Delhi, Goa being suggested asa others, Mrs Sonia Gandhi. /

y



/Indla not in ‘time warp’,
.always ready for talks

1 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

‘ | NEW l}ﬁLHI June 14. - India’s
- approach has always been pro-
. gressive and it was Mr Atal Be-
' hari Vajpayee who invited Ge-
' neral Pervez Musharraf for
talks is how the Indian foreign
ministry reacted to its Pakistani
counterpart’s statement today.
' The Pakistani foreign minis-
ter, Mr Abdus Sattar, said a
time-warp was preventing nor-
malisation of Indo-Pak ties, ev-
. oking Ms Nirupama Rao, for-
' eign ministry spokesperson’s
reaction,

! Ms Rao told journalists today
- that the government worked for
' the welfare of the people and
was always ready to engage in
productive dialogue and build
i up trust and confidence.

. Yesterday, Mr Sattar had spo-
ken in London about the need to
resolve . mues in the sub-conti-
. nent for.peaceful coexistence. He
" had saidthat Indo-Pak relations
i had been in a time-warp for over

NEW DELHI, June 14. — A"
former diplomat and a senior |
Opposition leader said that\
the VaJpayee-Musharraf su- ;
mmit is likely to begin on 8 |
July and continue for three \
days. During his visit Gen '
Pervez Musharraf is likely to |
meet leaders across the |
political spectrum, including !
Mrs Sonia Gandhi. — SNS “

five decades, and therefore, vir-
tually after independence.

The Indian High Commission-
er to Islamabad, Mr Vijay
Nambiar, has returned to In-
dia, probably for settling- last-
minute issues relating to the
Musharraf visit.

Speaking about the arrest of
two alleged Indian citizens in
Slovakia, she said that neither
had any documents but were

claiming to be Indian citizens.

They had identified themselves
as Suresh Paul and Jasbir Singh

| and while one of them was in a

detention centre, the other was
in hospital. This was after a boat
carrying alleged illegal immi-
grants capsized. Fifteen passen-
gers are still missing. The Indi-
an Embassy-is in touch with Slo-
vak authorities, Ms Rao added.
Musharraf stand: Gen Pervez
Musharraf tonight said no
solution to Kashmir issue
would be acceptable if it didn’t
fulfil the aspirations of Kash-
miri people, PTI adds from
Islamabad.

Gen Musharraf said this at a
meeting with PoK Prime
Minister as part of con-
sultations with political leaders
ahead of the summit.
Explosives seized: Police to-
day foiled militants’ attempt to
target the civil secretariat by
seizing an explosive-laden au-
to-rickshaw as Army shot dead
six Pakistani militants, PTI
adds from Srinagar
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«* Rollercoaster diplomacy,

NDIA-PAKISTAN relations have always
been marked by highs and lows. The
trough of the 1965 war, for instance, was
followed by the summit of Tashkent
when Ayub Khan was the dictator. Not long
afterwards, the break-up of Pakistan under
another dictator, Yahya Khan, was followed
by the Indira Gandhi-Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
parleys in Shimla which were expected to set
the tone for future contacts. Now, with yet
another dictator in charge, the low of Kargil
is expected to be partly undone by the forth-
coming high of the Vajpayee-Musharraf
summit in New Delhi. In this context of ups
and downs, Mr Vajpayee’s bus trip to Lahore
was something of an oddity although it also
marked a high, even if an unplanned one.

It is noteworthy, however, that some of the
observations made at that time by Nawaz
Sharif have been virtually repeated by
Pakistan’s present foreign minister, Abdul
Sattar. The view of Pakistan’s the then
prime minister also was that the two coun-
tries should bury the past. Other members of
the Pakistan establishment also said that
when Europe was dispensing with national
borders, why is India and Pakistan at each
other’s throats? Mr Sattar’s latest observa-
tion that India and Pakistan should come out

of a “time warp” echoes such sentimenys.
His admission that enmity with India has
hurt Pakistan also denotes a candidnes
which has not been seen before.

A perusal of recent writings in what may
be called the ‘mainstream’ Pakistani press
also shows a remarkable absence of bitter-
ness against India. What is-more, there is a
clear acknowledgment of India’s many plus
points, such as a democratic polity, economic
resilience and recognition of its importance
by the rest of the world. In contrast,
Pakistan is painted in these writings as pass-
ing through the kind of troubled times it had
never experienced before. Quite evidently,
the earlier belief that India was on the verge
of disintegration has been replaced by quiet
admiration accompanied by distress at
Pakistan’s own degeneration. The threat
posed by the jehadis in this respect to
Pakistan is also recognised. Since the accep-
tance of reality is the first step towards com-
ing to terms with it, Pakistan’s desire to
come out of a time warp and leave the past
behind should be welcomed in India. If seri-
ously pursued, this new approach can mark
yet another high in mutual relations. One
can only hope that it will not be followed;\%
fresh low.



/India and Iran offer;;, 7l
Pakistan a peace pipelin

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHLI: India will dangle a
carrot for Pakistan’s chief execu-
tive General Pervez Musharraf
when he arrives here for the sum-
mit with Prime Minister Vajpayee
next month.

This will be in the form of a gas
pipeline that will provide Islam-
abad with the opportunity of mak-
ing over $600 million. The pipeline
will be between Iran and India and
will pass through Pakistan. Though
no final decision has been taken on
the overland pipeline, a feasibility
report will be commissioned in July.

Fhe Australian mining and engi-
neering procurement contracts ma-
jor, BHP, is likely to get the deal.
The company will be asked to de-
liver its findings in nine months
time. At the same time, India and
Iran have also kept open the option
of the underwater pipeline, which
will by-pass Pakistan. Last week,
Snam Progetti was asked to begin
work on a feasibility report for the
deep sea pipeline at a cost of $7 mil-
lion. The report is to be completed
in 12-months.

“We have no preference on ei-
ther option, the final decision will
be taken keeping in mind the cost
effectiveness of the project,”
S.M.H. Adeli, deputy foreign min-
ister for economic affairs of Iran
said and Indian officials agree.

Pakistan is interested in the over-
land route because the money
could help to wipe off much of its
current deficits. By agreeing with

the feasibility reports, India has .

held out hope for Musharraf.
Though the overland route is
more cost-effective, India had
stonewalled the proposal after
Kargil. During Mr Vajpayee’s visit

to Teheran in April, Iran was able
to persuade India to shift its stand.

Mr Vajpayee liked the idea of the
client-supplier relations as suggest-
ed by Iran, Mr Adeli told this paper
on Wednesady.

Iran would ensure that New Del-
hi got uninterrupted supplies of gas.
If supplies are stopped by Pakistan
or rogue elements operating from
that country, Iran will accept re-
sponsibility. India would be com-
pensated for any break in supplies
thereby minimising the risk factor.
“We will deliver gas in a reliable
and secure manner,” Mr Adeli said.

The arrangements will be fi-
nalised in July, when the India-Iran
technical sub-committee meets in
Iran. The core contract will be a bi-
lateral agreement between India
and Iran for selling and buying nat-
ural gas. Iran will have a separate
contract with Pakistan on transit
and security of the portion of the
pipeline which runs through Pak-
istani territory. Mr Adeli said that
Iran has not yet begun discussions
with Pakistan.

The overland route will entail the
construction of a 2,600 kilometre
pipeline at a cost of around $3.5 bil-
lion, while the cost for the under-
water pipeline could be between
$10-$12 billion. The largest section
— 1,100 kilometres — of the over-
land route will be in Iran and this
would cost Teheran $1.8 billion.
Some 707 kilometres of the
pipeline would run through Pak-
istan and this would cost Islamabad
around $1.2 billion. India will have
850 kilometres of the pipeline and
will have to spend $650 million. For
India, the cost of the deep sea line
would be expensive as a major por-
tion of the pipey would be in In-
dian waters.
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‘NO FRILLS, SHOPPING ONLY IF NECESSARY’

Talks may not be bound
“« by rigid structure

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 13. Pakistan's
military ruler, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, is expected to be in New
Delhi in the first week of july and
will prefer to engage in a summit
dialogue with the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, free
from a “rigid structure”’.

The Indian and Pakistani offi-
cials, struggling to work out the
programme and dates for the
much-awaited summit, feel it is
better to leave it to the two lead-
ers to proceed without any rigid
framework. Any attempt at defin-
ing the agenda for the summit
could hamper the dialogue proc-
ess and come in the way of any
meaningful progress, is the fa-
voured view.

“‘Both sides are understandably
hesitant in drawing the frame-
work of the agenda. The view is
that it is best left to the two lead-
ers to let the agenda evolve in the
course of their discussions. In a
way the agenda would be de-
pendent to a great extent on the
chemistry between Gen. Mushar-
raf and Mr. Vajpayee,” a senior
official engaged in the exercise
said.

The broad contours of the Gen-
eral’s programme have emerged
during the parleys between offi-
cials on both sides and it appears
the consensus is on a tour for a
little over two days. A programme
beyond that could make things
hot for him from the point of view
of the domestic constituency.

“Gen. Musharraf should be
seen as engaged only in serious

business in New Delhi. The frills
are out. Nostalgia about his old
house in Paharganj should be
kept to the minimum. Shopping
only if necessary. Sight-seeing
would be seen as a luxury with
Kashmir in chains,” said a senior
Pakistani diplomat.

The truth is Gen. Musharraf
cannot afford to prolong his stay
for an hour longer than necessary,
as vested interests here would be
monitoring every moment of the
trip. He would have to account for
every minute he spends in India
to several constituencies here.

During his stay in New Delhi,
the chief executive, besides a one-
to-one meeting with Mr. Vaj-
payee, is not likely to meet more
than three or four other impor-
tant personalities, including the
Minister for External Affairs and

Defence, Mr. Jaswant Singh. A
meeting with the Union Home
Minister, Mr. Lal Krishna Advani,
is also not ruled out.

There could be also be a meet-
ing with the Army Chief, Gen. S.
Padmanabhan. Gen. Musharraf is
visiting India in his capacity as
the Chief Executive but he has
happens to wear the hat of Chief
of Army Staff. After all he has
come to occupy the present occu-
pation by virtue of his position as
COAS!

A clear picture on the dates of
the visit and the agenda for the
talks from the Indian side could
be expected sometime this week.
India’s High Commissioner to Pa-
kistan, Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar, is
currently in New Detlhi for consul-
tations with those who matter.

Lashkar vows to continue ‘jehad’

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 13. The Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba today
said it would continue operations in Kashmir despite the coming
Indo-Pak summit and vowed to carry on its activities even if the
Pakistan Government banned it.

“Talks have taken place in the past also and will continue to be
held in future but the process of dialogue has nothing to do with
the ongoing jehad in Kashmir which will be continued,” media
reports quoting the outfit’s chief, Mr. Hafiz Saeed, said today.

“Even if Pakistan imposed a ban on jehadi outfits, it would not
affect them and they would continue their operations in Kashmir.
In fact, Pakistan has no right to impose a ban on jehadi outfits as
they are fighting in Kashmir and not in Pakistan... Even if Kashmir
got liberated from India, the operations would be continued in the
rest of India,” the Jung newspaper quoted Mr. Saeed as saying. He
also denied that the militant outfits operating in Kashmir misused
their funds or carried any illegal weapons. — PTI




he holy warriors, mindless

champions of jihad, are at

one end of the spectrum;

the Track Two peaceniks,
who dance the bhangra at the
sight of »[ndian border guards
and otherwise babble of peace at
all costs, at the other end. There
_is; however, no divine ordinance
which lays down that Indo-Pak
relations should be a zero-sum
game, a choice of absolutes: war
or peace, bitter hostility or hefad-
long retreat.

There are real points of con-
tention between the two coun-
tries and given these, a kind of
rivalry or competition between
them will exist for the foresee-
able future. Nor is there anything
wrong with this. The Berlin Wall
fell in the West. In the subconti-
nent the Iron Curtain or, since
this is the'subcontinent, the Reed
Curtain is still very much in
place. So it is not particularly
helpful to draw analogies from
afar and apply them to our

' neighbourhood.

When Western ideologues, as
relentléss in their proselytising
as the Christian missionaries of
the 19th century, say this is the
era of cooperation and not con-
frontation, they should be looked
in the eye and asked, “Pray, for
whom?” Europe — minus the
Balkans and Russia — beats the
drums of cooperation because it
no longer has the Soviet Empire
to contend with, that dinosaur
having crashed to earth under its
own weight, There are, however,
historical knots elsewhere which
remain to be untied. The new
missionaries of globalisation and
international cooperation should
be reminded of this unfinished
business. Of what use is globali-
sation to the embattled Palestini-
ans? To the human flotsam
caught in the wars of Africa? To
the despairing people of Kash-
mir?

" Plutarch said long ago that con-
querors were always lovers of
peace: they liked to enter your
cities unopposed. Israel is a
lover of peace: it would like the
Palestinians to accept meekly
the terms of conquest imposed
upon them. The comparison with
India-in-Kashmir [ would not
like to make because, coupling
Israel and India in the same
breath is grist to the mills of the
hate-India lobby in Pakistan.
There is already too much dust
(and  resulting confusion)

Peace is a doubl

pb Y \“74\\30

By Ayaz AMIR

swir\ing in the atmosphere. We
can all do without contrived or
manufactured hatred.

But as an aside, let us bear wit-
ness to the new imperialism. The
Cold War was an affair of West
and East. But the Rome and
Carthage of the 20th century,
imposed their mutual hostility
upon the rest of the planet. Now
that the nature of the game has
changed, a new set of values,
without regard to individual dif-
ferences, is again being imposed
from above. The gospel changes;
the commandments undergo a
revision. But the fury of the
reigning prophets remains the
same.

India and Pakistan must settle
their differences by themselves,
on their own terms, and not as a
result of outside prodding. India
is right in this, and Pakistan
wrong. The Pakistani craving for
outside mediation or any other
form of intervention in the settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute is
evidence of weakness and intel-
lectual confusion. For it is tanta-
mount to saying that on our own,
we are helpless and must count
on the favour of friends for a
favourable outcome in Kashmir.

here are two problems with
this approach. Firstly, if our

own means be insufficient,
why should the world (or the
US) give us a free lunch in Kash-
mir? Weakness on the ground
cannot be turned into victory at
the negotiating table. Secondly,
if someone else brokers a deal,
the terms of it will still favour
the stronger party. The Camp
David and Oslo Accords are not
India’s loss was
Pakistan’s gain.
The moment Kash-
miri Muslims rose
against Indian
rule, the scales of
bilateralism,
hitherto tilted
against Pakistan,
were restored to a
semblance of bal-
ance. From the shad-

ows where the Xash-

mir dispute had lain

exercises in justice. They hold
up a mirror to reality and as such
they come with qualifications
attached. Egypt got back the
Sinai as a result of the Camp
David Accords, but in return
agreed to castration at American
hands. It still has a powerful mil-
itary but this military can fight
Libya or Sudan, not Israel.
Camp David saw to this.
Pakistan’s -on-off fascination
with the idea of outside interven-
tion in Kashmir is thus based on
naive foundations. It is also
reflective of adolescent diploma-
cy. Just because we feel some-
thing will go down ill in India,
we raise it as a policy option.
True, the UN resolutions, on
which our Kashmir case rests,
are emblems of multilateralism.
Nor is there any reason for us to
ditch this concept. But at the
same time it would not hurt us to
remember that if ever a halfway
solution of the Kashmir issue is

struck it will be through the col--

lective wisdom of India and Pak-
istan, not through any outside
agency. The Simla Accord was
meant to be a victor’s document
but its insistence on bilateralism
as the vehicle for settling Indo-
Pakistan disputes is not mis-
placed. Only a fool would
extrapolate from this that we
shquld stop airing our concerns
on Kashmir to a worldwide audi-
ence. But public relations is one
thing, working towards a solu-
tion quite another.

Sure, size and economic clout
give India the advantage at any
bilateral table. How to correct
this inherent imbalance? This
was Pakistan’s strategic problem

for a full 17 years, it
emerged once more
into the light. A
strategic erroronce
committed cannot be
corrected by piece-
meal measures. India
has responded to the

freedom uprising in

Kashmir by force and
repression and not
the tools of imagina-
tion. Therein lies its
continuing failure

in the wake of defeat in the 71
war and the Simla Accord which
soon followed. For close on 17
years — that is, from 1972 to
1989 — Pakistan stopped mak-
ing even ritualistic noises about
Kashmir. That was India’s his-
toric chance to settle with the
Kashmiri people and bring them
closer into the Indian Union. But
it bungled the opportunity and is
paying the price of failure ever
since. When India ruefully con-
templates the wreck of its efforts
in Kashmir, it should take time
out from blaming Pakistan (and
the ISI) and ponder a bit over its
own lapses. ,

gain. The moment Kashmiri
Muslims rose against Indian
rule, the scales of bilateralism,
hitherto tilted against Pakistan,
were restored to a semblance of
balance. From the. shadows
where the Kashmir dispute had
lain for a full 17 years, it
emerged once more into the
light. A strategic error once
committed cannot be corrected
by piecemeal measures. India
has responded to the freedom
uprising in Kashmir by force and
repression and not the tools of
imagination. Therein lies its con-
tinuing failure. As for Pakistan,
it has merely manipulated the
lever placed into.its hands by a
combination of Indian folly and
Kashmiri discontent. In its cru-
cible of dirty tricks it did not
forge the lever in the first place.
The fact that, the roots of the
Kashmir uprising lie within
Kashmir, also accounts for the
ultimate failure of the propagan-
da blitz mounted by India over
the issue of “cross-border terror-
ism”. It brought India handsome
dividends, and Pakistan no small
embarrassment, while it lasted.
But it could not erase the facts
on the ground. Heaping embar-
rassment on Pakistan could not
by itself put an end to the armed
struggle. Hence, the change of
tack which is less a concession

India’s loss was Pakistan’s

to Pakistan than an acknowl-.

edgement of reality.

None of this is a cause for Pak-
istan to gloat over. Whatever
India’s compulsions, it is in Pak-
istan’s interests tgo, to walk, in
Mr Vajpayee’s evocative phrase,
the high road of peace.
Resources poured inte@ militari-
sation and such follies as the
subcontinent’s nuclear race are

e-edged road

India and Pakistan must settle their er-

ences by themselves; on their own terms,
and not as a result of outside prodding. India
is right in this, and Pakistan wrong. The
Pakistani craving for outside mediation or
any other form of intervention in the settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute is evidence of
weakness and intellectual confusion

resources taken away from
social and economic develop-
ment. We need quiet and ten-
sion-free borders as much as
India does. Will the Kashmir
uprising last into eternity? What
if it peters out? What will bal-
ance the bilateral scales then?
For a true equilibrium in the
subcontinent, our universities
and colleges must hold their own
against India’s; our scholars
should be of the highest quality;
our research institutions the
envy of the East; our maestros
the finest exponents of subconti-
nental music; our skill at tech-
nology the best in the region; our
agriculture the feeding source of
countries near and far; and
Lahore’s famed Hira Mandi,
now sadly going to pot, the
hottest international destination
between Singapore and the Sugz
Canal. ‘ '

ith inner strength comes
outward - ‘grace. On
Kashmir, we must stand

firm without feeling the need to
protest too much, the very con-
sciousness of fortitude allowing
us to speak with a softer tongue.
In this context, there is no harm
in admitting that the Indian invi-
tation to General Musharraf was

By arrangement with DmV

more sensitively worded than
our response which had the
wooden imprint of the foreign
office all over it. When will we
learn the more subtle use of
words? '

The challenge for both coun-
tries is to realise their’ limita-
tions. Pakistan cannot win Kash-
mir by force, India cannot-brow-
beat Pakistan through a mix of
swagger and misplaced snob-
bery. In any true negotiations
both sides will have to give
something, retreat a bit from
their dog-eared positions. Not
that a solution to their problems |
is around the corner. It is foolish
even to think on these lines. But
both countries will have regis-
tered a major advance if they can
learn the art of conversing with
each other without making a
sticking-point of every quibble
or comma.

The scope for miracles when
Musharraf and Vajpayee meet is
thus out. But if the two leaders
can lay the basis of a politer dis-
course in the subcontinent - &
discourse free of the hectoring
and finger-pointing which seems
part of our common inheritance
they will have done their bit by
history. :
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Vajpayee can afford to smzlg‘cmd ik
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N A surprise move, Indian Premier
IAtal Bihari Vajpayee extended an

invitation to Pakistani coup leader
General Pervez Musharraf to visit New
Delhi for talks this summer. The invita-
tion was extended this May, the month
which in previous years had witnessed
nuclear detonations and fighting in the
Kargil area by the two countries.

The invitation by the Indian premier
gives a breathing space to. the belea-
guered general who has pleaded for talks
since he assumed office in October 1999.
He was quick to accept the invitation.

But even as General Musharraf packs
his bags for a visit to Delhi, the city
where he was born, he can hardly be
envied. He goes there as the weakest
leader Pakistan has had in its dealing
with its old rival. Pakistan and India have
fought three wars and the Pakistan army
has long sought to keep parity with India.

To make matters worse, relations with
the world’s sole superpower were
strained, .even as General Musharraf
pulled his suitcase out to pack. The Amer-
ican media reported the apprehensions
in the United States about Pakistan’s
nuclear programme. It claimed that
Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage said this June that the US had

“concerns of proliferation with Pak- .

istan” which centred on “people who
were employed by the nuclear agency and
have retired”. Dr Qadeer, one of the key
scientists whom Zulfikar Ali Bhutto gave
the nuclear blueprints to develop, was
recently asked to “retire” by the Mushar-
raf regime.

Islamabad is yet to confirm whether
the American official was referring to Dr
Qadeer or another scientist when {tmen-
tioned about the “retired” persons who
were employed in Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
zramme. The previous PPP government
imposed travel restrictions on Pakistan’s
quclear scientists. It did so upon learning
n 1990 of a pro-fundamentalist journalist
slanning, without authorisation, to take
1 leading scientist to.a country desirous
f developing a nuclear programme.

The American concern about Pak-
stan’s proliferation profile comes on the
ave of the scheduled talks between the
‘ndian Prime Minister and General
Musharraf. The concern will increase
ressure on Islamabad as it negotiates
vith India. Islamabad already faces eco-
10mic pressure. Unlike Musharraf, Vaj-
yayee is an elected leader. He consulted his
eader of opposition before extending the
nvitation to his Pakistani counterpart.

Musharraf, on the other hand, isn’t

wven on talking4erms with the opposition

Spider and

. By BENAZIR BHUTTO

oty

TALKING THROUGH THEIR HATS: Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pervez Musharraf

exile. Musharraf thus bats on a weak
political wicket in a match where the
crowds will root for the home team.

Islamabad was quick to counter the
perception that its contacts with North
Korea involved senior figures in the Pak-
istani nuclear establishment. However,
Americans claimed evidence of North
Korean officials - visiting a nuclear
weapons related site in Pakistan.

If ZulflkaxxAh Bhutto was able to give
the nuclear scientists of his time blue-
prints for the development of a nuclear
device, his party gave the programme a
fillip. In its two terms, it established and
funded the Missile Technology Board as
well as enabled the development of bal-
listic missile technology. Those policies
cost it its goverhments.

It is that ballistic missile technology
which is at the heart of current Ameri-
can concerns under its new leadership.
President Bush is trying to build a con-
sensus on developing a missile defence
system. It is watching missile develop-
ment like a hawk. Since its nuclear deto-
nations, Pakistan has set up a Nuclear
Regulatory Authority. Yet, even as Amer-
ica contemplates the lifting of sanctions
against India imposed at the time of its
tests in May 1998, sanctions on Pakistan
are expected to remain. These are but-
tressed with other sanctions imposed
after the generals seized power.

The external sanctions, the lack of
internal props of support, the sword of
economic bankruptcy and the depen-
dence on internatipnal finghcial institu-

“ tlpgs make the In(il,a VlSlt én 1mportant

one for General Musharraf. He will need
to show movement to continue with the
oxygen mask given to him through the
Delhi invite. In contrast, Prime Minister
Vajpayee faces little of such pressures.
He can afford to smile and say, as did the
spider to the fly, “come into my parlour”.

Even as he invited the general, the
Indian leader took care of his hardliners.
The invite was calibrated with the end of
the so-called ceasefire that existed in the
disputed Kashmir region for the last
one year.

The end of the ceasefire could well
mean more activity between Indian
forces and Kashmiri militants. And more
pressure by Kashmiri militants —
excluded from the talks — on Musharraf
as he makes his way to Delhi.

Two years back, Vajpayee visited Pak-

istan in a short-lived thaw between the
two countries. Musharraf, then the army
chief, was conspicuously absent from the
welcome line. The absence signaled army

disapproval of the visit. The Musharraf -

visit illustrates the difference between
political and military perceptions. .

The same Musharraf who scoffed at‘"

the dialogue process by political govem—»
ments and 6pposed the Vajpayee visit to
Lahore as army chief, perforce changed
his tune as the chief executive, calling
for talks “at any time and at any place
and agreed to journey to Delh1

The Pakistani opposm.on has largely

welcomed the start of the dialogue
between the two nuclear-armed states.
While it has denied legitimacy to any
aug‘reepierxtv reached by an unelected
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leader, it has allowed the prospective
visit to set the precedent for better com-
munication between the historical rivals.

The opposition has calculated that a
military ruler can make little headway in
negotiations given the military’s own
vested interest in the tension. But, with
general elections scheduled for next year,
it sees the visit as a softening of the
process. Pakistani public opinion is also
changing.

Previous leaders that ventured to hold
talks with India were often called trai-
tors. That is no longer the case with the
new realities as Pakistan reaps the bitter
harvest of its nuclear blasts and tensions
with India in the form of a .collapsing
economy.

While Muslim countries took pride in
Pakistan’s nuclear programme, they .
were unable to subsidise it with gener-
ous aid packages. The sinking economy,
the wide-scale poverty and suicides by
the hungry, is drawing a new picture of a
new society and a new generation. Pak-
istan in the 21st century is no longer
America’s “most allied ally”.

Gone is the recent talk of “American
evenhandedness” between India and Pak-
istan. As America dramatically and
rapidly improves relations with New
Delhi, announcing that it will deal with
India and Pakistan “on a separate basis”,
Islamabad needs to chart a foreign policy
that keeps pace with .the changing reali-
ties in the new world order. Those chang-
ing realities have filled Pakistan’s platter
with a host of issues that need digesting.

These include steps in confidence
building, improved relations with India
through better management of its dis-
pute, a revised Afghan policy that can
shake off the threat of terrorist charges,
as well as a macro political environment
that can give the people a chance at eco-
nomic opportunity and recovery.

Musharraf’s visit to New Delhi will be
widely watched and reported. He will
enjoy the journey to his hometown that

- he left at Partition. It will be filled with

nostalgia. But. the shopping bags he
brings home will be empty of substantive

- agreements. That may be just as well. A

Musharraf agreement would lack legiti-
macy in Pakistan. And India’s creden-
tials as the world’s largest democracy is
hardly helped by dealing with a dictator.

The visit is still worthwhile in its sym-
bolism. It is acquiescence by the Kargil
architect that old ways have given way to
new. Given the hostility of the Pakistani
armed forces to the Indo-Pak talks in
1989 and 1999, that is a big achievement.

Even if it took mope¢ than a decade to
take place. :
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he Vajpayee initiative

must be welcomed as a

sincere effort to build a

new and sound Indo-

Pakistani security archi-
tecture. The forthcoming meet-
ing is an opportunity to build a
new relationship by starting a
serious dialogue now. To suc-
ceed it must rely on the continu-
ous involvement of the Indian
military leadership and its politi-
cal masters on the Indian side,
and the thinking of the Pakistani
military and intelligence estab-
lishments and their Islamic con-
stituents within Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Non-governmental
organisations, well meaning
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journalists with “Indo Pakistan §

friendship” credentials, civil
society advocates and Tract II
advocates have no meaningful
role. They are unelected, self-
appointed intermediaries, who
do not speak for the principals
and who more often than not
confuse and distract rather than
settle issues. They do not face the
buliets and talk is cheap because
they do not have to take any risks
in deadly quarrels. The main
stakeholders are the governments
on both sides because it is now in
their interest to find common
ground for regional peace, Track
Il agendas have more to do with
the agendas of the participants
than with the development of a
win-win situation for the collec-
tivities in India and Pakistan. The
real dialogue should be private,
both sides should spell out their
wish list in a low key manner,
and once the agendas are on the
table, it may be possible to create
the basis of a discourse. The gen-
eral idea is to first tone down the
deadly quarrel in the form of
killings and firings over the Line
of Control. This is happening.
The next logical step is to con-
vert the deadly quarrel into a rit-
ual confrontation where “talk,
talk is better than fight,
fight”. Once the structure of con-
flict is stabilised, and it is now in
the sense that Indians and Pak-
istanis are aware of the danger of
the escalatory potential of con-
flict in the area and as Kargil
showed they acted to contain it
even as they fight hard. The prin-
cipals in the discourse arc Indian
and Pakistani government practi-
tioners. For instance, the Hurriy-
at has no role to play. Kashmiri
“liberation” forces have losttheir
influence. They can neither fight
successfully nor deliver a politi-
cal deal i.e. they can neither
strike or negotiate successfully.
Politics is about strategies which
are effective and appreciated.
Hurriyat has dealt itself out of the
decision loop because it is a side-
kick and the negotiations
requires the attendance of the
principals at the bargaining table.
The presence of the Indian armed
forces under the continuous
direction of the Indian political
leadership is now a must because
they carry the main burden of the
fighting and they have much to
gain from ceasefires which lead
to a political settlement. There is
no danger that the Indian armed
forces will run out of threats
because the China and the Bay of

A Bovder Security Fovce jawan patvols a marketplace in
central Srinagar. (Reuters)

SONDHI

The dialogue should
rest on several
realities. First, the
world community is
tired about the
Kashmir issue. The
German problem was
solved, the two
Koreas have begun a
discourse and the
situation there is
stabilising, so why
not try the same in
the subcontinent.
The prospects of

UN or US mediation
are nil and any
advocacy along
these lines is coun-
terproductive.
China has nothing
constructive to offer
in the subcontinent.
It is interested more
in dangerous med-
dling in subcontinen-
tal affairs rather
than in conflict
resolution

Bengal or Burma and Indian
Ocean environments will require
the full time attention of the
armed forces.

he.  Vajpayee-Mushrraraf

dialogue has potential now

because both have domestic
compulsions and both see an
opportunity to develop a new
framework of action. The new
Bush administration is encourag-
ing discourse privately and it is
doing so maturely by shunning
the crudity of Madeleine
Albright-style pressures. Pak-
istan is bankrupt economically.
No one of stature is electable
from Pakistan’s political class;
the Sharif and Bhutto families
have been marginalised. Mushar-
raf cannot extend himsell as
Army chief when his term ends
and he seeks a major role as a
civilian, like Indonesia’s Suhar-
to, and he needs political legiti-
macy. Talibanised Islam and
Pakistan’s support of
Afghanistan is giving the Pak-
istani military a bad name, and
the military and the ISI can shed
Indian blood but they cannot win
Kashmir by force. Moreover, the
Indians have staying power and
the costs of military operations is
higher for Pakistan’s defence
establishment than they are for

India. At the same time, Mushar-
raf must also calculate that Vaj-
payee too has his compulsions
with pressure from the Congress
Party, state election losses and as
is ‘typical in the subcontinent,
there are many aspirants for the
Prime Minister’s job in the inner
circle. At the same time Vajpay-
ee has courage and imagination.
The Pakistani  establishment
know him as the author of
Pokhran 11, Kargil containment,
opening up with America, push-
ing the Look East policy, push-
ing Indian economic reforms and
seeker of a dialogue with Pak-
istan through the Lahore bus
diplomacy. For Pakistan, the plus
is that Vajpayce is not interested
in breaking up Pakistan because
it is in the Indian interest to
sccure Pakistan as a buffer with
Afghanistan. Vajpayee knows a
cardinal rule of statecraft. Do not
create a vacuum in the neigh-
bourhood unless one can fill it.
Right now Vajpayce and
Musharraf need each other for
their political futures and the
well being of their countries. the
answer does not lie in US media-
tion which General Colin Powell
has sensibly ruled out. The
answer lies in a high level dis-
course, not shrill public diploma-
cy, and here scholarly back-

ground assessments can help
define, the issues and the arenas
for developing multi-pronged
channels of building economic
cultural and inter-military link-
ages. The minus for Pakistani
military establishment is that, it
cannot win Kashmir militarily,
there is no fatigue on the Indian
side, the Indian public identified
with the Indian armed forces’
commitment to territorial integri-
ty and national security. The
alternative to a negotiated settle-
ment is a costly fight which Pak-
istan cannot win and which may
cause Indians to  consider
counter-measures in the future.
So the time is right for a serious
and on-going discourse which
should cut out the distracters and
the confusing noise makers from
the process.

The dialogue will likely be an
extended one. It should be muiti-
dimensional. It is nccessary to
bring a variety of issues and
social forces on the agenda. Can
economic linkages between the

two be created? Can the Line of -

Control be considered the inter-
national border with friendship
huts and an open border, or a cus-
tom or an economic union of
some kind? Can the activities of
“guest mercenaries” be curtailed
because they are there because

insurgegcy is go busme ot
because they c t Kash—
miris? What can Musharraf do to
give Vajpayee a stake in the for-
mer’s political future? Can the
Pakistani Corps Commanders
Committee become the instru-
ment of Pakistani economic
reform and Indo-Pakistani bilat-
eral trade and investments? Can
Indo-Pakistani normalisation
become the basis of the world
community’s bigger engagement
in, the subcontinent’s economic
reforms and nation building? If
such questions are considered,
the approach to dialogue can be
businesslike, not emotional or
sentimental and the baggage of
the past can -be gradually
reworked into a proposition that
the two countries must share the
neighbourhood for their mutual
benefit and the collective well
being of the people.

he dialogue should rest on
several realities. First, the
world community is tired
about the Kashmir issue. The
German problem was solved, the
two Koreas have begun a dis-
course and the situation there is
stabilising, so why not try the
same in the subcontinent. The
prospects of UN or US mediation
are nil and any advocacy along
these lines is counterproductive.
China has nothing constructive
to offer in the subcontinent. It is
interested more in dangerous
meddling in  subcontinental
affairs rather than in conflict res-
olution. Secondly, self-determi-
nation is not accepted by the
world community as an interna-
tional norm. The overriding prin-
ciple in international law and in
international relations is to sup-
port territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty. So the issue is not one '
of Kashmiri self-determination.
It is to find a realistic basis for an |
Indo-Pakistani political settle- ~
ment. \
Pakistan is a failing state but it
need not fail. It can reform itself
in the economtic, social and polit-
ical spheres with outside help.
Pakistanis are cosmopolitan
people, they are wired to the
world, they are talented and:
motivated. They can be active
partners in shaping a dynamic |
and a challenging regional
environment that touches Central
Asia, China, the Indian Ocean
area and Southeast Asia. Inftead
of cancelling each other oyt the
two should be develfping?,
regional synergy that a Vancess.”
their interests in a non-zero sum-
manner. The costs of Indian
defence in Kashmir and Siachin
and elsewhere, are less for Indiad

_ than for Pakistan and India has

~«the option to escalate its military

The Vajpayee-Mushrraraf dialogue has potential now because
both have domestic compulsions and both see an opportunity to
develop a new framework of action. The new Bush administration
is encouraging discourse privately and it is doing so maturely
by shunning the crudity of Madeleine Albright-style pressures.
Pakistan is bankrupt economically. No one of stature is electable
from Pakistan’s political class; the Sharif and Bhutto families have
been marginalised. Musharraf cannot extend himself as Army chief
when his term ends and he seeks a major role as a civilian, like
Indonesia’s Suharto, and he needs political legitimacy

strategy if peace diplomacy fails.
Vajpayee and Mausharraf must
not fail to rise to the occasion and
avoid their temptation to play to
the gallery when history beckons
to a higher calling.
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‘WE DON'T WISH TO DERAIL INDO-PAK. SUMMIT’

S

Hurriyat to suspend protest plan

'

“\/\ By Shujaat Bukhari \\ L

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10. The All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) today decided to temporarily
suspend its general strike programme against
“state terrorism” in view of the coming India-
Pakistan summit. It has also decided not to
support the strike call given by Kashmir Bar
Association against the grenade attack at
Charar-e-Sharief.

Reiterating full support to the proposed
summit-level talks between India and Pakis-
tan in July, the Hurriyat Conference has decid-
ed to stop, for the time being, its “‘organised
people’s movement’’ programme against the
“atrocities” of the state. This includes the sus-
pension of general strikes, a significant aspect
of the Hurriyat's anti-India programme.

Confirming this, the Hurriyat spokesperson,
Sheikh Abdur Rasheed, told The Hindu that
the forum does not want to create a situation
which could go against the success of the
coming Vajpayee-Musharraf talks. “Since the
Hurriyat does not wish that the forthcoming
talks on Kashmir be disturbed or derailed in
any way, we have decided to suspend the peo-
ple’s movement against state atrocities,” he
said.

Mr. Rasheed said this was the reason why
the Hurriyat had not called for a general strike
to protest the grenade attack on the shrine of
the revered Sheikh Nooruddin Noorani at
Charar-e-Sharief on Friday. ‘“Though we know
that a situation was created by none other
than the police’s Special Operations Group
(SOG), which hurled the grenade as was sub-
stantiated by people’s statements, and a strike
call had become inevitable, in the larger in-
terests of the success of the talks we have de-
cided against it.”

The Hurriyat has also decided not to sup-
port the general strike call for Monday given
by the Kashmir Bar Association despite the
Association being one of the general council
members of the APHC. “They should have

consulted us on this,” Mr. Rasheed said.
However, the spokesperson said that other
means of protests against atrocities would
continue. This includes visits by Hurriyat
leaders to affected areas. “We had asked the
people to be ready for an organised move-
ment against state terrorism, but we have sus-
pended it only for the time being.” Mr.
Rasheed added that the Hurriyat was hopeful
of a positive outcome of the meeting between
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, and Pa-
kistan’s military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.
As protests against the attack on the shrine
continued for the third day in the Charar
town, police arrested Dr. Ghulam Mohammad
Hubbi, a middle-rung Hurriyat leader and na-
tive of Charar-e-Sharif. Dr. Hubbi, along with
his family members, was on a hunger strike in
front of the shrine to protest the arrests of
some youth after the incident.
Demonstrations by a few hundred people
continued in the town. The situation remains
tense with police and paramilitary forces

keeping a strict vigil. (According to PT], the toll
in Friday’s attack has gone up to six with two
women, Noora and Hajra of Srinagar, suc-
cumbing to injuries.)

Senior Hurriyat leader, Mr. Abdul Gani
Lone, on his way to Charar-e-Sharief from Sri-
nagar was, however, not allowed to proceed
beyond Chadoora. A police contingent stop-
ped Mr. Lone and his supporters and asked
them to return to Srinagar. A Hurriyat spo-
kesperson condemned the police action.

Signals positive: Advani

MUMBAI, JUNE 10. The Union Home Minister,
Mr. LK. Advani, today expressed optimism
that the latest initiative taken by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in inviting
the Pakistan military ruler, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf, would yield positive results.

‘“‘Basically, I think all the signals are positive.
We are optimistic that the latest initiative tak-
en by the Prime Minister will yield positive
results,” he told reporters here. — PTI

Militants fire from mosque,

SOG officer killed

SRINAGAR, JUNE 10. Militants holed up in a
mosque tonight fired at security forces killing
a police officer in Anantnag district of Jammu
and Kashmir, official sources said here.

Troops of the Rashtriya rifles and the
Anantnag unit of Special Operations Group
(SOG) of police surrounded the mosque at
Kokernag, 70 km from here, on receiving in-
formation that some foreign militants were
there.

The troops asked the ultras to surrender
but the militants responded by opening fire,
killing the SOG officer. Sources said four mil-
itants were hiding there. Ayscape routes

had been sealed and reinforcements of secu-
rity forces were being rushed in, they added.

The encounter between the security per-
sonnel and the militants was on till late into
the night. Police were taking care to avoid
damage to the mosque.

Only a couple of days ago, unidentified mil-
itants had set off explosions in the premises
of the Charar-e-Sharief shrine killing four
women worshippers and injuring 60.

Last month, three militants were holed up
in a mosque at Shopian in Pulwama digefict
of south Kashmir for 20 hours befope’being
allowed safe passage. — PTI
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Hurriyat to suspend
agitation ahead ")

of Indo-Pak sun{mlt

SRINAGAR. In a major peace
overture in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Hurriyat Conference, the apex
body of 23 separatist groups, on
Sunday decided to suspend for the
time being its agitational activities
in view of the proposed summit
between Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Pakistani mil-
itary ruler Gen Pervez Musharraf
A statement issued by the
Hurriyat Conference here said,
“The situation in which the people
of Jammu and Kashmir find them-
selves demands an organised peo-
ple’s movement. But in view of the
proposed summit, the Hurriyat has
decided to suspend the same for
the time being.” The statement
said it wanted the summit between
Mr Vajpayee and Gen Musharraf
to succeed and asserted the

Referring to Friday’s explosion
at Charar-e-Sharief shrine which
killed four women, the statement
said the militants were not respon-
sible for the blast and the “incident
is part of a dangerous gameplan”.

Meanwhile, the president of
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party (JKDFP) Shabir
Ahmed Shah, with whom Centre’s
interlocutor K.C. Pant held talks
last week, said recent statements
by Gen Musharraf were “positive
and indicate his seriousness to
resolve the dispute which has
strained the relations between two
nations in the region.”

However, Mr Shah made it clear
the issue cannot be resolved in one
meeting between the two and may
take time. Without naming any
party or leader, Mr Shah said there

Hurriyat were elements
would not Benaz"' IS llkeb/ who were
indulge in any placing hur-
act  which to visit India dles in the
would derail Prime Mini-
the dialogue. ISLAMA BAD: ggee-teer;:dsebgteltﬂz ster’s  peace
Terming the g awardZd to her by a initiative.
summit as a court here on Satur- 10 a related
“good begin- day for her failure to development,
ning” towards appear before it, for- firebrand Hu-
restoring pea- -§ mer Pakistani pre- rriyat leader
ce in the state, | mier Benazir Bhutto Syed Ali Shah
the Hurriyat s likely to visit India Geelani  has
demanded its much before the 2attacked ‘je-
inclusion in [ forthcoming Indo- hadi’ groups

the proposed BenazirBhutm

Pak summit between

which spread

talks. The rul af hatred against
: military ruleg Ge Pervez Mushar- ed ag

Hurrlyat an- M‘” A.B. Va]payee. India and
nouncement Bhutto wauld continye her resort - 1a
Lo s Slrs togoto Now DinSontitte . *Ctbsond
pea- n Musl s proposed summit,” ey
;ﬁrrgz rvlvzzterlg sources in Ms Bhutto’s Pakistan .CrUSht Itndla ;

s Party sai in a statemen
after the People’s said on Sunday. (°7) similar to the

Centre suspended its unilateral
ceasefire in the state and invited
Gen Musharraf for talks in New
Delhi.

In Mumbai, home minister L.K.
Advani told reporters that all sig-
nals ahead of the proposed Indo-
Pak summit had been “positive” so
far. “I think that all the signals are
positive. One can be optimistic that
this latest initiative by the Prime
Minister will give results,” Mr
Advani said.

The Hurriyat statement alleged
that several agencies got unnerved
following the peace process set in
motion by Mr Vajpayee and
started engineering acts of terror-
ism in Jammu and Kashmir, “the
gameplan being to defame the
militants.”

one made by Gen Musharraf
which has drawn sharp criticism
from militant organisations.

“Our struggle is not based on
any enmity against India, not on
account of it being a Hindu-major-
ity state but merely because India
reneged on its promise to us that
we would be allowed to decide our
own future,” he said.

“I have repeatedly criticised
groups which spread hatred
against India. I have asked the
jehadi groups not to resort to
emotional slogans such as ‘crush
India’ as they are neither realistic
nor do they reflect the spirit of
Islam,” Mr Geelani, who is known
to be a hardliner, said in an
interview to a Karachi-based mag-
azine Newsline.emy /
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Autonom
'RESS TRUST OF INDIA W\ \

SLAMABAD, June 10. — . Pakistan today
said reports in US media that military rul-
:r Gen Pervez Musharraf is considering to
»ut forward a proposal to grant some de-
mree of autonomy to Kashmir, during the
roming Indo-Pak summit, was an idea
loated by the US administration and was
a0t the stand of Islamabad.

Reacting to yesterday’s The Washington
Times report stating that Pakistan may pro-
sose-an autonomy formula during the pro-
sosed Musharraf-Vajpayee summit, Pakis-
:an’s defence spokesman Maj Gen Rashid
Querishi said the autonomy idea essentially
ippeared to be that of the US government.
Tt appears that the newspaper is quoting
‘he US sources. This is not the posmon of

reports a US idea: Pak

the govemmen of Pakxs and I am not
aware of such an idea being discussed at any
level of our government,” Maj Gen Querishi,
also press advisor to Gen Musharraf, said.
To a question whether Pakistan favoured
such an idea, he said: “Our point of view is
that the start of a new peace process will be
the first step towards peaceful resolution of
the long-standing problem.

“It is counter-productive to‘talk about sol-
utions even before the talks began. Some-
times the talks could get stalled if we go
too much into the issues even before the
commencement of a dialogue.”

Maj Gen Querishi said Gen Musharraf
had consistently stressed the need for a
dialogue as a first step. “Gen Musharraf
always maintains that talks are a first

step and a solution can be found if both the

parties demonstrate sincerity and genuine
desire for peace,” he said.

Asked about the “wild” reactions from reli-
gious parties and militant groups to the 5
June address of Gen Musharraf at a reli-
gious conference here in which he asked
the clerics to stop making irresponsibic
statements like hoisting Islamic flag at Red
Fort in New Delhi, Maj Gen Querishi said
the government has taken note of the state-
ments. He said some of the groups, howev-
er, misunderstood the context in which Gen

Musharraf made the comments. -

Benazir may visit India: Former Pakis-
tani Prime Minister, Mrs Benazir Bhutto,
is likely to vigit India much before the
forthcoming summit between General Per-
vez Musharraf and Mr Atal Behari Vaj-

payee
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M.K. NARAYANAN

on-initiation of Com-

bat Operations -in

J&K which began
: during the holy
month of Ramadan (and was
extended thrice till the end of
May) marked the beginning of a
major peace initiative in J&K.
The Centre’s decision at the end
of the' six-month period to end
the ceasefire does not necessari-
ly mean that this peace process
has been given up. It has been
replaced by a fresh initiative viz
an invitation by Prime Minister
Vajpayee to Pakistan’s Chief
Executive, General Pervez
Mausharraf, for talks on Indo-
Pak problems. The talks would
include contentious issues such
as J&K.

The decision to restart pro-
active operations against mili-
tants and mercenaries operating
in J&K should be seen in its
correct perspective. Implicit in
this is an admission that the
J&K militants had refused to
respond positively to the
restraint shown by the authori-
ties. Also that, expectations of
an improved climate for politi-
cal discussions with various
groups in J&K had been belied.
However, by replacing a limited
initiative viz one of reducing
violence on the ground in J&K,
with a more visionary approach
of holding talks directly with
Pakistan, India has convincing-
ly demonstrated its commit-
ment to the peace process and
its willingness to negotiate a
peace settlement.

Gen. Musharraf has responded

with alacrity’ to. the invitation
for talks. He has also indicated
that he is very willing to- visit
India to meet and hold talks
with Prime Minister Vajpayee.
He has followed this~up by
remonstrating strongly with
various fundamentalist and jiha-
di organisations in Pakistan
over their fulminations and
urged them to rein in their mili-
tant rhetoric. The sharp divi-
sions in Pakistan should, how-
ever, alert statesmen on both
sides to the kind of problems
that lie ahead, more so as many
of Gen. Musharraf™s political
advisers tend to be equally
intemperate in their beliefs. It
might, hence; be unwise td

invest too much hope on the-

outcome of these talks.

Yet, for most of the world,
India’s willingness to talk with
Pakistan has been excellent
news. Prime Minister Vajpay-
ee’s decision has been equated
with his path-breaking trip to
Lahore in April 1999, which at
the time had created tremen-
dous euphoria about improved
Indo-Pak relations. This was
unfortunately betrayed by Pak-
istan’s misadventure in Kargil.
There is also a fair amount of
admiration for the way in which
India has tried to enlist the sup-
port of its arch-enemy (Pak-
istan) in trying to secure “real”
peace in a conflict-ridden area,
and at the carefully structured
manner in which each step of
the “initiative escalator” is
being constructed.

WHAT WILL THE SUMMIT BRING? For Pakistan, India’s preparedness to discuss all issues,
includirig Kashmir, means that the legitimacy of the military regime is no longer in question.
Pakistan can hence set at rest fears that it is about to be clubbed with countries deemed to be
“states of concern” or “rogue states’’. (Above: Kashmir, the disputed Valley)

None of this, however, takes
away from the soul destroying
intricacies of ushering in peace
in J&K. J&K cannot be viewed
in 1isolation. Several factors
concerning Indo-Pak confronta-
tion impact on the situation in
J&K. Another aggravating fac-
tor is the heightened sense of
insecurity that still pervades
Pakistan — a legacy of Parti-
tion. Thus, while escalating, lev-
els of violence are a major
impediment to peace in J&K,
enduring peace clearly demands
a political rather than a military
approach. On at least two occa-
sions during the past year
opportunities for peace existed,
but in the absence of proper
po]mcal stewardship these ini-
tiatives were foredoomed to
fail. It is evgn more important
today to give peace another
chance, so that fundamentalist
violence does not spread further

Over the past several
months, India has
attempted to bring

peace to Kashmir, but
has met with major

road-blocks. During -
the period of non-
initiation of combat,

India had tried to push -

ahead with peace
negotiations,

appointing a high level |

interlocutor, Mr K.C.
Pant, to talk to the
dissident groups and
militant outfits. This
effort was largely
stymied due to the
mtrans1gence displayed
by the All Party -
Hurriyat Conference

— which seemed more

interested in
demonstrating its
loyalty to Pakistan and
insisting that it be
allowed to ascertain
Pakistan’s views first
(by sending a
delegation to that
country) than in
‘finding an early
solution to the J&K
problem — and
refused to talk to Mr
Pant or any other
Indian leader

and enlarge the area of conflict.

Finessing the péace appears to
be the leitmotif of Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee’s offer of talks
with Gen. Musharraf. The deci-
sion to withdraw the six month
old ceasefire and simultaneous-
ly the offer to talk with Pakistan
has been a deft move. It has pre-
vented greater disunity between
the “hawks” and moderates
within thé government. It has
conceded, but in a subliminal
manner, that the nature of the
Indo-Pak equation is crucial for
a settlement of the J&K
imbroglio. It has, perhaps, made
it possible to sell a less than
totally satisfactory package to
all the parties involved in the
present conflict in J&K. It has
provided both sides i.e. India
and Pakistan, the opportunity to

be perceived by their respective -

constituencies as unwilling to
compromise on basics or funda-
mentals. More than anything
else, it induces hope that given
statesmanship of a high order,
the peace process may have a
chance of succeeding.

ver the past several
months, India  has
attempted  to  bring

peace to Kashmir, but has met.

with major road-blocks. During
the period of non-initiation of
combat, India had tried to push
ahead with peace-negotiations,
appointing a high level inter-
locutor, Mr K.C. Pant, to talk to
the dissident groups: and mili-
tant outfits. This effort was
largely stymied due to the
intransigence displayed by the
All Party Hurriyat Conference
— which seemed more interest-
ed in demonstrating its loyalty
1o Pakistan and insisting that it

be allowed to ascertain Pak- .

istan’s views first (by sending a
delegation to that country) than
in finding an early solution to
the J&K problem — and
refused to talk to Mr Pant or any
other Indian leader. Conse-
quently, rather than the intend-
ed move towards political nego-
tiations, the period witnessed an
intensification in violence, cre-
ating a new fear psychosis in the

- state.

*The summit should, hence,
avoid the temptation to produce
half-baked settlements which
could collapse at the first hur-
dle, or grand-standing of any
kind. Its most important out-
come at this point could be to
greatly reduct, even if it may

.not be possible to totally elimi-
.nate, the violence and killings.

For India, there is a great deal to
be gained by a significant
reduction in guerilla warfare
and terrorism by the jihadi out-

* fits. For Pakistan, India’s pre-

paredness to dISCUSS all issues
between the two countries,
including Kashmir, means that
the legitimacy of the military
regime is no longer in question.
Pakistan can hence set at rest
fears that it is about to be
clubbed with countries deemed
to be “states of concern” or
“rogue states”. This would be
no mean achievement for Gen.
Musharraf, who could even
clim that it was India that
“blinked first” and that the offer
of talks was made without Pak-
istan proffering any conces-
sions. Fundamentalist rabble
rousers in Pakistan would then
not be able to pillory the Gen.
for his moderation.

It would be best if exaggerated
expectations are avoided on this
occasion., This does not mean
that the talks should be emptied
of all meaning. Also, now that
Pakistan and India are about to

Indian policy-makers
will need to undertake
detailed preparations
over the next few
weeks to be able to

hold their own at
the talks. They will
have to contend with

the ‘spiral of hostility’, .

endemic in conflicts
which carry a high

degree of emotional
involvement, and

decide what kmd of

checks and balances "~

will be required.
Again, since Pakistan
has far less to lose
than India, it might
find it opportune to
exacerbate the crisis
atmosphere and even
cause a breakdown
of the talks so as to
strengthen its
plea for ‘outside
intervention’ in the
J&K dispute. India
must not fall into any
such’trap by
over-reacting. Instead
it should patiently
eéxplain that ‘outsiders’
‘meddling’ in
situations of this kind
have seldom
been successful

. pute. India must not fall into any

.. Son in this for Pakistan as well as

result of the violence and con-

as chief of the Intelligence
Burean /

'begin a‘dialogue, the security
~forces in J&K should -try and

avoid any kind of “excess” that
might uhhinge the dialogue. If a
significant reduction in violence
takes place, then the security

- forces could even consider a

“cooling-off period” to see how
matters develop while “pro-
active” operations are still in
place. ’

ndian policy-makers will
need to undertake detailed
preparations. over the next
few weeks to be able to hold
their own at the talks. They will

- have fo contend with the “spiral

of hostility”, endemic in con-
flicts which carry a high degree
of emotional involvement, and
decide what kind of checks and
balances will be required. Again,
since Pakistan has far less to lose
than India, it might find it oppor-
tune to exacerbate the crisis
atmosphere and even cause a
breakdown of the talks so as to
strengthen its plea for “outside
intervention” in the J&K dis-

such - trap by over-reacting.
Instead it should patiently
explain that “outsiders” “med-
dling” in situations of this kind

-have seldom been successful, as !

the history of conflicts in North
Ireland and  Isracl-Palestine
demonstrate.

India would also do well to
bear in mind that in a conflict of
this kind protracted negotiations
cannot be avoided. Discussions
are also best held away from the
public . gaze. Undue publicity
tends to polarise the leadership
and an unending stream of pub-
licity tempts leaders to adopt
extremist agendas. Media battles
to win international opinion to
their point of view can have an
unintended effect viz of the
peace process being usurped by
“outsiders”, who have no real
stake. This only results in propa-
ganda blasts about the righteous-
ness of respective positions,
without any mutual benefit.

If the peace process is to suc- |
ceed, it needs clear-cut strategic |
objectives. The main objective at |
this stage in J&K would be to |
bring about an end to violence. |
The others would be to prevent |
escalation of the conﬂict and
prevent moves to “internation-
-alise” the conflict. Among the
tactical objectives would be to
enhance deterrence to prevent |
escalation of violence; avoid |
major policy mistakes during
this phase; prepare the people for
peace, so that those whose aspi-
rations are not fully met do.not
act as “spoilers” (there is a les-

the intelligentsia and the military
there have still to come to terms
with the reality of J&K in the
post-Cold War era, as also the
futility of trying to alter estab-
lished boundaries); and offer
meaningful concessions such as
greater autonomy for J&K.

The aim should be to build a
sufficient consensus for-a future
political ~ settlement.  Expert
inputs for developing new ideas
and identifying new forms of
governance in a conflict-torn
area should be considered. Total
political ownership of any agree-
ment reached by experts or civil
servants is, however, important.
Rehabilitation of victims, or
those who. have suffered as a

flict, as well as post-conflict
roles for ex-militants require to
be devised. Most important, cri-
sis objectives should not shape
the final agenda of any settle-
ment. These will need to be
patiently negotiated.

M.K. NARAYANAN has served




‘NO QUICK-FIX SOLUTONS POSSIBLE’

“'An important step

t%wards peace: Advani

By Our Staff Correspondent

SHIMLA, JUNE 9. The various prob-
lems between India and Pakistan,
which had defied solutions for
more than 50 years, could not
have “quick-fix” solutions, the
Union Home Minister, Mr. L. K.
Advani, said today. The invitation
sent by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to Pakis-
tan’s military ruler, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, and its ready accept-
ance by the latter was a “resump-
tion of the stalled dialogue
process”, he added.

Talking to reporters here, he
described the Government’s ini-
tiative as an important step to-
wards mutual cooperation and
hoped for a pleasant dialogue be-
tween the two nations. He also
appreciated Islamabad’s positive
response in this regard.

Mr. Advani also blamed the
media, which was “always look-
ing for headlines”, for misquoting
him on the statement that he
would not like to create false opti-
mism on the coming summit
meeting and said it was a major
initiative in the process of nor-
malisation of bilateral relations.

The organisations opposing the
resumption of peace talks be-
tween the two countries were not
only against India but also against
Gen. Musharraf and Pakistan.
They were, in a way, cautioning
the General against taking any
peace initiative in the region, he
said. Asked why Mr. Vajpayee and
Gen. Musharraf didn’t talk when
they met at common venues such
as the United Nations General As-

sembly, the Minister said Pakis-
tan, after the Kargil episode, had
once again unleashed terrorism
in the subcontinent and squan-
dered the opportunity for a
peaceful dialogue.

International focus

India had regularly raised the
topic of cross-border terrorism at
international fora, he said. “India
has succeeded in internatinnalis-
ing the cross-border terrorism
and isolating Pakistan in the
world community. Earlier Kash-
mir was attracting international
focus because of some incidents
of violence by militants but today
itis in focus because of cross-bor-
der terrorism which is a major
achievement of the government.”

India had never been against a
dialogue before the Kargil war
and had always respected the
Shimla Agreement, which advo-
cated a bilateral solutions for all
problems instead of internation-
alising regional issues. In pursu-
ance of this, Mr. Vajpayee, in

1999, undertook the Lahore bus
journey which culminated in the
signing of the Lahore Declaration.
But Gen. Musharraf, who was
then against the Shimla Agree-
ment, did not recognise or appre-
ciate the Lahore Declaration, Mr.
Advani said.

He further said India had intro-
duced the non-initiation of com-
bat operation (NICO), and the
ground situation after its expiry
was visible to all. “But we still
want peace which is good for both
the countries. Let us solve all
problems through talks,” he said
adding “India has again invited
Pakistan and we hope it will re-
spond in the same manner.”

A positive sign
PTI reports:

Mr. Advani said the manner in
which Gen. Musharraf had ad-
vised the Muslim clergy in Pakis-
tan against making anti-India
statements was another positive
sign and the reaction of the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba also indicated its
concern about the summit.

Turning to the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference, he said the Gov- '
ernment wanted to consult ;.J%
concerned in the State, includifig
the National Conference, the BJP,
the Congress, Kashmiri Pandits as
well as the people of Jammu and
Ladakh on the peace process.

To a question about the de-
mand of the DMK president and
former Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, Mr. M. Karunanidhi, for re-

calling the Governor, Ms. Fathima
Beevi, Mr. Advani refuSed to com-
ment.




By B. Muralidhar Reddy }4 "\

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 9. Four days after the Pakistan
military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, advised
the religious and militant outfits in the coun-
try to exercise restraint in their anti-India ti-
rade, the Foreign Office today accused the
Indian Government of stepping up ‘“repres-
sion” in Kashmir and urged it to “end the
repression in order to create a positive envi-
ronment for a dialogue at the summit level”.

The ostensible reason for the statement was
the explosion inside the Charar-e-Sharief
complex in Jammu and Kashmir on Friday in
which four persons died. But what stands out
in the four-para press release of the Foreign
Ministry is the sweeping condemnation of the
Indian forces for the-alleged stepped-up vio-
lence against the people of Kashmir after the
May 23 announcement from New Dethi.

Implied in the statement was the charge
that the security forces stepped up operations

ax st “Kashmiris a free m fighters” af-
ter India announced withdrawal of its policy
of non-initiation of combat operations and in-
vited Gen. Musharraf for peace talks.

The Foreign Office alleged that Friday's at-
tack was “part of the pattern of escalation of
violence and terror against the Kashmiri peo-
ple’ after the May 23 announcement”. It said
this was manifested in an “upsurge in killings
of civilians, including extra-judicial killings,
disappearances and rape”’.

In other words, in the assessment of the
Pakistani government, the ground situation in
Kashmir had worsened after the invitation to
Gen. Musharraf, and that India would have to
take steps to improve the situation to create a
positive environment for the summit meeting
between the Prime Minister and Gen. Mush-
arraf.

The Foreign Office statement follows the
two-day conference of the top brass of the
military where the invitation to Gen. Mushar-

o

“End repression’ for.a be\gfmmg Pak.

raf and Kashmir were discussed. The press
statement put out on the commanders’ con-
ference hardly gave any information on the
nature of deliberations on the invitation. It
merely said that it had been discussed.

It is difficult to guess what exactly prompted
the Foreign Office to react so sharply to the
Charar-e-Sharif incident, particularly in view
of the coming summit meeting. However, it
certainly provides strength to the cause of the
hardliners, who can now tout the “we-told-
you-so” line. It would be interesting to watch
what steps India and Pakistan take to create
the right tempo for the summit and ensure
that the hardliners on both sides do not take
advantage of the situation.

The statement read: “The Government of
Pakistan strongly condemns yesterday’s gre-
nade attack at the Charar-e-S| shrine
complex in Jammu and Ka at the time of
Friday prayers and suing indiscriminate
firing by India

ces.




~Efforts on to clear Delhi-Islamabad vision
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H BULA DEVI \
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 9. - Efforts
are being made to ensure the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf summit in the
capital next month goes off well.
The ground work is being pre-
pared so that some of the non-is-

' sues could be raised during the

summit as an appetiser for the
“core issue,” the dispute over
Kashmir.

An environment is being
created so that before the
summit takes place, New
Delhi and Islamabad are
able to bridge the gap that
distanced the two since
Kargil, and so that both
are able to do away with
“suspicions” about each
other. The BALUSA group,
a Track II initiative by }
leading opinion makers
from both sides, has also
resolved that the proposed
summit should be conver-
ted into a “Lahore Plus” ex-
ercise to “undo Kargil.”

The strategic move ap-
pears to be on a fast track.
It was General Musharraf
who pulled up Islamic par-
ties and organisations on
Wednesday for making “ir-
responsible” statements

smooth

éfor a long time to come.”

Fondly recalling Hasan’s ghazal
concert at Mr Vajpayee’s resi-
“dence in 1978, the Prime Minister
said: “Your music, like the music
of the great artistes of India and
Pakistan, reminds us of the many
common bonds of culture and spi-
rituality that unite our two coun-
tries. Its equal popularity on both
sides of the border illustrates that
a life of peace and goodwill, and a

India readies for
summit

visit to Luna village in Rajasthan,
the ghazal singer’s birth place.

Meanwhile, it is presumed that
at the first day of the Core Com-
manders’ conference on Friday,
General Musharraf took his men
into confidence about the stand he
would adopt on Kashmir and the
issue of whether Pakistan would
agree to sort out differences on
other outstanding issues irrespec-
tive of the progress on Kashmir
front.

readiness to appreciate the best of

L

Al Badr member carry the body of a
fellow-activist in Havelian, 100 km
north of Islamabad, on Friday. — AP/PTI

Apparently a day before the
Core Commanders’ meeting,
1 India’s High Commissioner
gl in Islamabad Mr Vijay Nam-

§| biar met Pakistan’s interior
minister Mr Moinuddin Hai-
dar. During the meeting, two
non-core issues were identi-
fied, visa regime and stray-
ing of fishermen into each
others’ territory in the mari-
time waters.

During the meeting, it was
reportedly felt that since peo-
ples of both sides face hard-
ship to acquire visa, the visa
regime should be addressed
properly and the possibility
of opening respective consu-
lates in Karachi and Mumbai
should be looked into. Paki-
stan had closed its consulate
several years back.

Regarding the problem of

that led the international
community to dub Pakistan a “ter-
rorist and failed state”.

This move was welcomed by M
Vajpayee. ‘

The Prime Minister wrote a let-
ter to Pakistani ghazal singer
Mehdi Hasan who is unwell after
suffering a stroke a few months
back. Mr Vajpayee wrote: “I join
millions of fans in praying for your
speedy and complete complete re-
covery so that the world of music
may continue to have one of its
greatest living exponents around

each other, is the natural aspira-
tion of our peoples.”

Expressing his deep feelings af-
ter reading a statement of Hasan,
published in a recent article in
Dawn newspaper, Vajpayee said it
“echoes the sentiment of all Indi-
an fans: ‘Music and poetry know
no boundaries. Jo haq Pakistan-
ion ko meri ghazalon pe hai, wohi
Hindutanion ko bhi hai. Unho ne
mujhe kam pyar naheen diya’.”
The Prime Minister has invited
Hasan to his residence and for a

fishermen straying into each
other's waters, it was felt that
such matters should be dealt as
provincial matter.,

Reports said that Pakistan is
moving very “cautiously” on the
summit. Officials would like non-
core issues to be part of the dia-
logue. But, they would also prefer
some bit of progress on the Kash-
mir front before the composite dia-
logue takes off. Speculations are
also rife that Islamabad might re-

duce import duty on 200 Indi
goods in its next budget. /n
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By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JUNE 8. The Centre’s ini-
tiative of inviting the Pakistan
Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, for talks, even while
terminating the ceasefire against
terrorist operations in Jammu
and Kashmir has started yielding
positive results, the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, said
here today.

The decision had lent credence
to the view that India wanted
peace and both New Delhi and Is-
lamabad were keen on deploying
their financial resources for eco-
nomic development, Mr. Advani
said.

Addressing the 165th annual
general meeting of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (MCCI), Mr. Advani said
the problem created by the Parti-
tion in 1947 “cannot be wished
away’'. The Government’s deci-
sion (of an unconditional dia-
logue with Pakistan) was a ‘‘major
beginning” towards a solution, he
said, and hoped that it would be a
“forward motion”.

Describing the terrorism and
the proxy war on the Indo-Pakis-
tan border, of the last ten years, as
a ‘“turmoil”, Mr. Advani said
“even if an end to the turmoil is
not in sight, we will be moving

forward... Something is going to
come out (as a result of the recent
initiative).”

The developments in Vigl y
Germany, Europe and Korea Rad
shown that increasing interde-
pendence and synergy (between
nations) were the “best thing pos-
sible” and there was no reason
why India and Pakistan should
not live in peace with each other.
“We are taking a long-range view
of things,” the Minister said.

Mr. Advani said the erstwhile
Jana Sangh, under the president-
ship of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya in
the early 1950s, had suggested a
Confederation of India and Pakis-

tan — where the two countries
could forge their strengths — and
this was endorsed by the Socialist
Party of Ram Manohar Lohia. “If
today we were to make such a
proposal, this would, 1 suppose,
include Bangladesh,” he said.

India favoured an early end to
the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka al-
so for peace and stability.

“On a more general plane, the
Centre has been working actively
with the States and also trying to
strengthen cooperation among
States, to deal effectively with the
challenges of terrorism, extre-
mism and subversive elements.
We have recently completed a

good” and would continue.

the AJADMK, Mr. Advani
scope for reviewing the alli

i not call on him.

Amid speculation of a p’xs;sible renewal of the BJP's ties with
id categorically that there was no

alliance arrangement is very good. There is no scope for review
of our ties with the DMK,” he told The Hindu here.

The BJP leader, here on a day’s visit, said he spoke to the
DMK president, Mr. M. Karunanidhi over phone, as he could

| By T.S. Shankar

CHENNAL JUNE 8. The BJP leader and Union Home Minister, Mr.
L. K.Advani, today said the BJP’s ties with the DMK “were

No rethink on alliance with DMK |

ith-tie DMK. “The present

" India, Pak. can coexist peacefully: Advani

most thorough review of India’s
border management systems. The
recommendations of the six task
forces set up for this purpose will
be implemented soon,” Mr. Ad-
vani said.

Referring to the setting up of
the Constitution Review Commis-
sion, he said the Government ha
intended only a review, not
changes. The Commission would !
take a holistic view of the experi- |
ence of the past five decades and |
the “ethical and moral con-
straints” faced in its proper work-
ing.

Talking to reporters at the air-
port earlier, Mr. Advani said there |
was no proposal at the “moment”’ !
to replace the Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor, Ms. Fathima Beevi, for
swearing in an electorally dis-
qualified person as Chief Minis- ;
ter. |

Ruling out the possibility of l
conceding the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference’s demand for holding
elections in Jammu and Kashmir
under international scrutiny, he
said India’s commitment to de-
mocracy and free and fair election
had drawn the admiration of the
entire world. “So, there is no
question of holding election in
any part of India under interna-

tional surveillance-/

i



Indwan, Pak kids taketo t —
theatre to promote peace

Raveena Aulakh w Cﬂ

Chandigarh, June 8

A GROUP of 12 Paklg ani
children are presently in Chahdi-
garh to stage the first Indo-Pak
kids' theatre production, Border
Border, on June 16. These
children have already made
good friends with their Indian
co-actors. Just two days
after they arrived.in the city,
they've moved out of their
hotel into the homes of local
children.

And no one's happier than
Amrit Pal Singh, director of
Besten Foundation, which has
sponsored this collaboration.
"When the Foundation brought
Pakistani theatre activist Madee-
ha Gauhar to the city last May for
a workshop, we thought of hav-
ing a production where Indian
and Pakistani kids could work
together," he says.

Most of the Pakistani children

PANT TO MEET PARTIES

THE CENTRE'S interlocutor in
Jammu and Kashmir, K C Pant, will
start meeting representatives of
national parties on Saturday. He will
first meet Congress leaders Pranab
Mukherjee and Ghulam Nabi Azad.
Later, he will meet members of other
parties, including the BJP and the
Left parties, PTI, New Delhj

are part of the Ajoka Children's
Theatre, Lahore, which is Madee-
ha's brainchild.

For both Madeeha and Singh,
the main reason for bringing the
kids together is to promote peace
and harmony between the two
nations through children.

"Given the kind of relations
our countries have, we know
Border Border — a tale of two
kids accidentally crossing the
border and finding everything so
similar even though they are told

otherwise — would be a chal-
lenge and something different,”
says Madeeha.

The kids from across the bor-
der are having a whale of a time
in Chandigarh. Except for a cou-
ple of things, they admit it's just
like being at home.

As Yasir Abbas, who'll do any-
thing to go to Mumbai to meet his
favourite Bollywood stars, says:
"It's only the boards, where
everything is written in Hindi,
which remind me that Tam not in
Gujranwala. That's the only per-
ceptible difference between India
and Pakistan."

But local girls zipping around
in shorts on their scooters
and bikes, came as a shock.
Meeran, a Class VI student from
Lahore, comments: "After a
certain age, girls can't go outside
like this in Pakistan. But every-
thing else is so similar, the
people are so nice and India is
just like home."



¥ Pakistan bid to blame India

"
(‘6\) By Atul Aneja A
)

ATHMANDU, JUNE 7. In a bizarre bid
» throw mud on India for last Fri-
1y’s massacre of the royal fam-

/, the Pakistani establishment
re is planning to circulate co-
es of some of its select newspa-
'rs which see in the events the

nd of the Indian intelligence

ency — RAW, highly placed
urces said.

Copies of the Urdu daily Nawa-

Vaqt with reports accusing the

dian intelligence agency of

stting the killings are likely to
circulated in some of the cap-

I's mosques during Friday

ayers.

Curiously, the views stated in

me of the Pakistani newspapers

2 in consonance with the opin-

1 expressed by the Maoists here

at the late King Birendra was a
stim of a conspiracy jointly
itched by RAW and the Amer-
an Central Intelligence Agency
dA).

Sources here do not rule out an
aderstanding between the Pa-
stanis and the Maoists to exploit
1e existing situation to India's
etriment and point out that reg-
lar contacts between the two are
eing maintained.

In fact, the Pakistanis and the
Maoists met in the mid-western
town of Pokhra only seven days
ago. While meetings have been
held, a tie-up on the transfer of
arms by the Pakistani intelligence
to the Maoists is yet to material-
ise.

In fact, negotiations for the
transfer of RDX did not result in a
deal.

This was mainly on account of
Pakistani insistence that the

find its feet. After eliciting the
support of the mainstream parties
in principle, Nepal’s monarchy
under King Gyanendra is training
its guns on the Maoists and their
sympathisers.

This was evident when the Gov-
ernment took the astonishing
step of arresting a well- connect-
ed journalist, Mr. Yubraj Ghimire
and charging him with sedition
for publishing an inflammatory
article by Mr. Baburam Bhattarai,

{5 ‘Maoist rebel leader’s charge ridiculous’

WASHINGTON, JUNE 7. The U.S. today described as ‘ridiculous’ the
Nepali Maoist rebel leader’s charge that American and Indian
intelligence agencies were behind the assassination of the royal
family but urged the authorities to release the three journalists
of the Nepalese daily ‘Kantipur’ charged with treason for having

printed the allegations.

A State Department official said the U.S. embassy officials
have taken up the case of the journalists with the Nepalese

authorities. — UNI

Maoists should not use the explo-
sives in the host country, which
condition was rejected by the ex-
tremists.

With seven days elapsing after
the regicide, the new dispensa-
tion in the capital is beginning to

a top Maoist leader.

Sources said that with the arrest
the authorities were sending a
signal both to the Maoists and the
media. As for the Maoists, the
move was an indication that the
new combination of the royalty

THo

and the elected Government may
not hesitate to go after them.

As for the media, the message i¢
clear — it has to operate withir
well-defined limits.

It is now likely that after the
emergence of King Gyanendra or
the throne, the Army for the firs
time will be let loose against the
Maoists, the sources observed.

The new monarch’s willingnes:
to make use of the Army was evi-
dent when for the first time after
the 1990 pro-democracy move-
ment, the latter was freely de-
ployed on the streets on Monday.

Analysts here say that the Gov-
ernment is likely to turn more as-
sertive after it manages to satisfy
the people with the results of the
on-going inquiry on last Friday's
regicide. The Government has
noted with concern that the
mainstream communists belong-
ing to the CPN (UML) have avoid-
ed becoming a party to the probe.

That gives them an option to
turn against the Government, in
case they, sensing the public
mood, feel that it is rore advan-
tageous for them to oppose the
Government after the committee
submits its report.

Fa DU
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Indo-Pak. summit

— . ew‘*— —
B

T IS not for the first time that tge?\

world media; the think tanks and the

leading intellectuals are taking inter-

est in the countries of South Asia
and their inter-se relationships. Their
well-considered comments and views
about the forthcoming Vajpayee- Mush-
arraf meeting are neither casual nor flip-
pant. Prof. Stephen Cohen, presently a
senior fellow at the Brookings Institution
and a former consultant in the Bush (Se-
nior) Administration, is a highly merited
academic. He has been writing about the
Indo-Pakistan relations for nearly three
decades. He now says, ‘“‘that the Indo-
Pak. summit (is) again on track”. Over
the years he has believed that the United
States has an important role in the Indo-
Pakistan imbroglio even though “the re-
lationship between the United States and
India and Pakistan is complex. Presently
a comprehensive policy review is cur-
rently under way by the Bush adminis-
tration”.

As is known, this leading power in the
‘complex relationship’ has been carefully
watching India’s nuclear development
though not so much that of Pakistan. The
American policy-makers spared no effort
to make us sign the CTBT and conform to
the NPT and the missile disciplines. In
this context, Prof. Cohen had been sug-
gesting that the “route to India’s denu-
clearisation passed through Kashmir”.
Notwithstanding Pokhran-1! this propo-
sition continues to impress the U.S. pol-
icy-makers.

Prof. Cohen observes that Mr. Vaj-
payee’s invitation to Pakistan’s Chief Ex-
ecutive ‘‘was realpolitik, not kindness®
and his motive was “to pre-empt any
American attempt to serve as a regional
peacemaker, and there were reports that
the Bush Administration intended to
mount such an effort, albeit a modest
one”. If true, this is a very significant rev-
elation. In Prof. Cohen'’s view, “resump-
tion of the Indo-Pak. dialogue that was
abruptly broken off by Pakistan’s bold
but misguided military action in Kashmir
two years ago’’ is positive though it is an
amusing irony that the same ‘“‘General
Musharraf (who) was the leading advo-
cate of the bloody 11-week military con-
fronta;)g in the icy heights of Kashmir’s

regi

Kargit /on»how sits in the seat of pow-

-
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By L. K. Gujral

If the Delhi meet revives the mutual trust and faith, it

will have served a highly useful purpose.

er and his perspective has changed dra-
matically...”

Whatever be the fate of the Indo-Pakis-
tan dialogue, Prof. Cohen asks the Bush
administration to understand that "a re-
invigorated peace process will demand
more rather than less high level attention
from the Capitel Hill and the White
House {who) should see in it an opportu-
nity to deepen its engagement in South
Asia first by strengthening its ties with
India and Pakistan respectively and then
by ensuring that these talks are followed
by substantive progress on linked prob-
lems of Afghanistan, Kashmir and the
threat of regional nuclear war...”

Two of the three anxieties that bela-
bour the Washington policy- makers are
nuclear proliferation and Afghanistan.
India and the U.S. are even otherwise en-
gaged in discussing various aspects of
New Delhi’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. But the Talibani adventures in
Afghanistan and adjoining countries of
Central Asia cause deep concern to the
near and distant neighbours. The forma-
tion of the ‘Shanghai Five' (now six) was
jointly initiated by China and Russia to
manifest this uneasiness. Despite Chi-
na's leading role in the forum, the Pakis-
tani pleadings for its membership have
not been heeded. Four member-states:
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Ka-
zakhstan (apart from Russia and China)
believe that Pakistan is the bedrock of the

-‘Jehadi’ intrusions in their countries.

General Musharraf has often described
“Afghanistan as a success story”’, but
Prof. Cohen minces no words in saying
that the “‘recent events in Afghanistan of-
fer a brief glimpse of a more likely and
equally frightening scenario in these ac-
tions (destruction of Buddhist shrines
and asking Hindus to wear badges...), in
addition to barbaric treatment of wom-
en, indicate that the dominant faction in
the Taliban (are) like other fanatic groups
in Asia such as the (bloody) mer
Rouge... And that the influence of the Ta-
liban is spreading among Pushtun speak-
ers in parts of Pakistan, (where) the
Taliban-like movements openly defy the

Pakistan Government.” This reality, in
his view, “poses a severe dilemma for In-
dia. If it tries to ignore Musharraf and his
colleagues while extremist forces contin-
ue to grow in Pakistan, india could even-
tually be faced with a radicalised
Pakistan across its borders. Such a Pakis-
tan would be frightening, it could spew
out refugees and terrorists in India’s di-
rection.”

Here Prof. Cohen's analysis yields
ground to his known pro- Pakistan tilt.
He overlooks the fact that the military
regime in Pakistan derives its political
sustenance from these very radicals.
General Musharraf has so far not made
any dent on the economic front nor has
he acquired a credible base in the liberal
democratic constituencies that could be
his allies for uplift of the economy and to
effectively resist the flow of the Talibani
culture in Pakistan. This makes the Chief
Executive lean even more on the funda-
mentalists who demand support for the
‘Jehad’ in Jammu and Kashmir and also
force him not to sympathise with the
Muslim victims of the Afghani savagery
in Algeria and Central Asia.

The Pakistani-policy makers, it seems,
have not yet taken note of the Moscow
meeting of the Shanghai forum that has
brought to the fore the growing camara-
derie in Sino-Russian relations. Together
they feel that the Talibani-abetted dis-
turbances in the Central Asian states
tend to flow in their directions too. The
forum may not have said so but surely
they know that the fountainhead of the
trouble is not confined to Afghanistan.

The public support to Mr. Vajpayee’s
invitation to General Musharraf is mani-
fest though the summits — as we have
experienced — are never a quick-fix re-
garding the contentious issues. Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif and myself and
later Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Sharif had ini-
tiated and built upon a process that was
succeeding in tranquilising the atmo-
sphere. Together we placed our faith in
the efficacy of dialogue. In the joint Indo-
Pakistan press conference in the Mal-
dives, Nawaz and I had summmed up our

P

the third factor

confabulation in the words of the famous
Urdu poet Sardar Jafri: “guftgu band na
ho bat se bat chaley” (keep the conversa-
tion going: one word leading to another).
And that was how we had raised the edif-
ice of trusting each other that facilitated
travel and trade and was zeroing towards
attending to the contentious issues.

If the Delhi meet revives the mutual
trust and faith, it will have served a highly
useful purpose. Prof. Cohen says, ‘‘India
and Pakistan had reached an impasse,
and were on a potentially disastrous col-
lision course, New Delhi has prudently
decided to deal with the Generals in Isla-
mabad now rather than with a rogue Pa-
kistan in future..."” With such a situation
in mind the Foreign Minister of Russia
had counselled New Delhi that the strat-
egy of stay-away had outlived its utility.
He was projecting the Shanghai forum’s
view point that aimed at weaning away
the rulers of Pakistan from the disastrous
embrace of Talibanism.

Mr. Vajpayee has articulated his wil-
lingness to discuss every subject in the
spirit of the Lahore Declaration that was
“convinced of the importance of mutual-
ly agreed confidence building measures
for improving the security environment”
since ‘... the environment of peace and
security is in the supreme national in-
terest of both sides and that resolution of
all outstanding issues, including Jammu
& Kashmir, is essential for this pur-
pose...”

An important part of the Lahore Agree-
ment pertained to the nuclear dimension
when it said, “‘(both sides) shall take im-
mediate steps for reducing the risk of ac-
cidental or un-authorised use of nuclear
weapons and discuss concepts and dac-
trines with a view to elaborating mea-
sures for confidence building in the
nuclear and conventional fields, aimed at
prevention of conflicts”.

Almost every clause of the Declaration
and various Joint Agreements signed be-
fare it was emphatic in saying, “‘(both
sides) shall refrain from intervention and
interference in each other’s internal af-
fairs”. Its reiteration will help in building
good nejghbourly relations that gre so
urgently’needed.



‘ENDING HOSTILE PﬁOPAGANDA A GOOD STEP’

PM happy with Musharraf adwce

H Y-

v By Arunkumar Bhatt 9)»3* ?:

MUMBAI, JUNE 6. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day said the Pakistani miljtary
ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s
speech on Tuesday advising the
Islamic clergy in his country to
stop making irresponsible state-
ments against India, had generat-
ed much goodwill here.

Speaking to reporters at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji airport here
shortly after arriving from New
Delhi, Mr. Vajpayee said India
had always held that stoppage of
hostile propaganda was the first
step towards friendship. “In India
we take care to see that nobody
says or writes anything about
neighbours that could create ill
feelings and now we are glad Pa-
kistan also has taken such a step.”
However, he would like to read
the full text of the speech.

Earlier, he was received by the
Governor, Dr. P.C. Alexander, and
the Chief Minister, Mr. Vilasrao
Deshmukh. The Prime Minister
then left for the Breach Candy
hospital where the famous spe-
cialist, Dr. Chittaranjan Ranawat,
will operate on his right knee to-
morrow. Dr. Ranawat had oper-
ated on his left knee last year. Mr.
Vajpayee is expected to be in the
hospital for about 10 days and
close aides from the Prime Minis-
ter's Office and the Cabinet have
arrived along with him.

Denying that India was deviat-
ing from its earlier position on
talks with Pakistan, he stressed
that New Delhi had never said it
would not hold talks. All issues in-
cluding Jammu and Kashmir
would be discussed in detail dur-
ing the visit of Gen. Musharraf

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, being received by Mr.
Manohar Joshi, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr. Vilasrao
Deshmukh, and other BJP leaders at Mumbai airport, on his
arrival for the knee operation. — Photo: Vivek Bendre

and the talks would be within the
framework of the Shimla Agree-
ment and the Lahore Declaration.

. Asked how he felt about the
talks in view of the Kargil conflict,
Mr. Vajpayee said, “‘we had met
on the battlefield earlier and now
we will meet in the dwelling of
peace.” He avoided comment on
the suggestion that the existing
Line of Control be recognised as
the international border between
the two countries, except saying

“India has already made its stand
clear.”

Clarification on Nepal

The Prime Minister clarified
that he had given “no certificate
to anybody” on the happenings
in Nepal and expressed confi-
dence that the probe ordered by
Kathmandu would reveal the
truth about the massacre. I did
not make any hasty statement
that there was no conspiracy. I
was asked in Bhuj if I saw any

con plracy I'said I did not see any
conspiracy from here (in Bhuj). In
fact, those who commented on
this were doing so in haste.”

On the suggestion that the Cen-
tre buy the power supplied by the
Enron-sponsored Dabhol Power
Company that Maharashtra can-
not afford as a possible solution
to the current imbroglio, the
Prime Minister said the nation al-
so had the same trouble in buying
expensive power. He was confi-
dent the State Government and
Enron would sort out the issue.

He regretted not being able to
bring about the meeting of the
Chief Ministers of Maharashtra
and Karnataka to settle the border
dispute between the two States
and said he hoped to do some-
thing in the matter. His view on
the initiation of legal action
against those indicted by the Srik-
rishna Commission was that the
law should take its own course.

The Government was contin-
uously reviewing its policies and
the differences with trade unions
on the current labour policies
would be resolved through dia-
logue, he said.

Cabinet expansion
UNI reports:

He said the Cabinet expansion
would be carried out before the
monsoon session of Parliament,
Asked whether any new allies
would be included this time, he
said the issue had not been dis-
cussed yet.

Lashkar waming to Musharraf;
Pak. envoy's clarification:
Page 13




"PM hails Musharraf remark

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, June 6. — The Prime
Minister today welcomed Gene-
ral Pervez Musharrafs warn-
" ing to the clergy in Pakistan to
stop making tall claims vis-a-
vis India.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee said:
“It (the warning) is the first
step towards fostering friend-
ship between the two coun-
tries.” He clarified that though
he had only read excerpts of
Gen Musharraf’s speech, he
had asked for the text of the
entire speech.

He complimented Gen Musha-
rraf for initiating positive moves
and displaying his sincerity
towards the coming summit.

The Pakistani chief executive
had asked his countrymen
yesterday to stop talking about
hoisting their national flag over
Delhi’s Red Fort.

Asked how he felt about the
forthcoming summit, Mr Vaj-
payee quipped that after being
face-to-face in the battlefield,

VAJPAYEE IN HOSPITAL

MUMBAI, June 6. — Mr
| Vajpayee was admitted to
Breach Candy Hospital today
for his scheduled knee repla-
cement surgery tomorrow. He
was accompanied by his fos-
ter daughter, son-in-law and
Mr Pramod Mahajan among
others. The surgery is likely
to be held between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m., but the final decision
will be taken by Dr Ranawat.
UNI

“we propose to hold talks in a
peaceful atmosphere”.

He confirmed that Kashmir

would be on the agenda. Any
discussion on it has to be
keeping in mind the Simla
Agreement and Lahore Decla-
ration.

The Prime Minister said the
Centre would take steps to
resolve the Enron-DPC crisis.
When asked about the cases
filed against Shiv Sena leaders

"on the 81s of flf:qunshna

Commjssion report, he said the
law should take its own course.
Mr Vajpayee said he would be
here for about 10 days since the
operation “is a minor one.”

‘Date with APHC unlikely’

The Pakistani high commi
ssioner, Mr Ashraf Jehangi
Qazi, today hinted that Ger
Musharraf may not meet APH(
leaders when he comes to India

-adds UNI from New Delhi.

(However, in a clarificatio
issued late tonight, Mr Qaz
said that the interpretation o
his remarks by a news agenc
was “totally unwarranted”, :
report from New Delhi says.)
“Both sides are aware of each
others’ priorities and sensi-
tivities.... and by adopting a
positive approach, we can avoid
any problems of this kind,” Mr
Qazi had said, according to the
agency report during a session
in the Talk Back programme on
Doordarshan.
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~Musharraf to Pakistanis:

@
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" ISLAMABAD, June 5.
. General Pervez Mushakraf
today asked his countrymery to
realise the country’s real
strength and refrain from
making tall claims such as
flying the national flag over
' Delhi’s Red Fort. -

“Such claims don't help
anybody. They cause difficulties
to Muslims who are in a
minority in India,” he said at the
inaugural session of the national

. 1d Milad conference here.
. He said many Indian Muslims
» who visited Pakistan had met
- him and said that such claims
and threats surprised them.
. “The need of the hour for us is to
' be  economically  strong.
Militarily we are quite strong
. and a nuclear power state but...
! economically, we are not strong
' enough to dictate to the other
! countries... so why should we
' antagonise them,” he remarked.
+ He said internal sectarian
i differences had made Pakistan
| weaker and sectarian killings
© had made other countries call it
. a terrorist state.
! Demonstrators thwarted:
| The government kept a rigid
! grip on Baluchistan today,
| searching for any politicians t
| intent on defying an official ban
| | on planned pro-democracy

~CBI plea to Pak

NEW DELHI, June 5. — The ‘
CBI has requested Pakistan
to arrest and hand over the
(five people who had hijacked
[the Kathmandu-New Delhi |
| Indian Airlines flight on 24|
' December 1999. The CBI|
belleves -the hijackers are|
| hldlng in Pakistan. ‘

| This is the first direct contact
that CBI has established with |
‘Islamabad for the hijackers’|
arrest and their handing over
1 to India for trial.

] The CBI had in May 2000
| requested the Pakistani gov-
l ernment  through  the
}Interpol. The request is still
| pending with no response yet
! from the Interpol.

i

B Nod to Canada to try A-1

bombing accused: page 8 5
demonstrations, adds Reuters
from Quetta.

Police confirmed they had
arrested many members of the
16-party Alliance for the
Restoration of Democracy
based in Baluchistan.

But others, anticipating police
raids, went into hiding before
the authorities began the
round-up on Monday, official
sources said.

Don’t live in illusions

They said 49 political leaders
had been targeted but only
some of the senior ones were
found.
Police were also stationed at
* the airport.and railway station
in the provincial capital,
Quetta, and other entry points
into :the province to ensure
ARD ' leaders from outside did
not attempt to defy the ban on
their presence in the province.

‘Get well soon’

Gen Musharraf today sent his
“best wishes” to Mr Atal Behari

Vajpayee who will undergo a |

knee surgery soon, adds DPA.

Please accept my best wishes
for the success of the operation
and your speedy recovery,”

General Musharraf said in his |

letter.

It is his second letter to the
Indian Prime Minister in less .
than 10 days. On 28 May, Gen |

Musharraf sent a letter to Mr
Vajpayee,  accepting

his !

invitation for a visit to New :

Delhi for talks.

The two leaders are reported

to be meeting sometime in July

after Mr Vajpayee recovers

from his surgery.

The meeting will be the first °

high level contact between the

two countries since the Kargil -

conflict in 1999,

B A St e



~Pm flexible: Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 5. For the second time since tl\e
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, extended
an invitation to the Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, for peace talks, the military ruler
has said that he would go to India with a “flexible
and an open mind” on Kashmir.

In an interview to the Pakistani English monthly,

: Herald, Gen. Musharraf said India and Pakistan

{ open mind,”
i clarified that the “time has not yet come” for him to

should make an effort for “some sort of break-
through” by demonstrating ﬂexibility. An open
mind, however, did not mean that “we start dis-
cussmg something else and dp not discuss Kash
mir.’

“We will discuss the KashmiVMi
gard to that issue, I shall go there

}@ And with re-
ith a flexible and
the General said. \Gen. Musharraf

ask the Kashmiri militants to scale down their activ-
ities.“The time will come when the talks are held
and they make progress. The present meeting is step
one in this process. Now it remains to be seen that
the talks begin and they begin on Kashmir and then
they make headway.”

Disapproving of those advocating ‘jehad’ (holy
war) as the only solution to the Kashmir dispute, he
said ‘“‘we have fought wars. I think if we are able to
resolve it through peaceful means, there should not
hting... Those who say there

Line of Control. They (India) responded to it. It is I
who have been saying that the process of dialogue
should be initiated in a peaceful way and they have
been rejecting it. I have taken many steps.”

On whether he was surprised at Mr. Vajpayee’s
invitation, Gen. Musharraf said: “I was not sur-

Wishes PM well

By Our Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 5. As the build-up for the pro-
posed summit between the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan Chief Ex-
ecutive and military ruler, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, begins, the leadership in Islamabad is not
letting go of any opportunity to demonstrate its
eagerness to resume normal ties with New Delhi.

Today, Mr. Musharraf sent his best wishes for
Mr. Vajpayee’s knee surgery. In a letter to the
Prime Minister, Gen. Musharraf said “I have
learnt that you will be undergoing surgery on
your knee in a few days. Please accept my best
wishes for the success of the operation and for
your speedy recovery. Please accept the assur-
ances of my highest consideration.”

prised. I was optimistic about the dialogue process...
But then, so much time passed that 1 started to be-
come a bit pessimistic and thought that, perhaps,

they do not want to have a serious dialogue. (S&’in
that sense) yes, it is surprising.”

7
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APakistani envoy
urges ‘creative
interaction’ "

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 4

I¥ TALKS between Indic
and Pakistan have to bea:
fruit, both nations should give
priority to issues such as
Kashmir that have kept the
neighbours apart for years
Pakistan High Commissionex
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi said
today.

At a discussion organised by
the Indian Council of Social Sci-
ence Research (ICSSR) he won-
dered why General Pervez
Musharraf had been invited by
Prime Minister Vajpayee and
why the General had accepted
the invitation when both nation
as were aware of each other’s
point of views.

“The summit would be point-
less unless the leaders talked
about key issues such as Kash-
mir,” he said.

He urged the two “neighbour-
ing nuclear States” to integrate
each other’s views towards a
“creative interaction”.

“In order to move forward we
need to be able to try to integrate
each other’s point of view into
our (respective) approaches,” he
said.

The discussion was marked by
efforts on all sides to be as realis-
tic as possible towards the even
tual outcome of the summit
overshadowed clearly by the dis-
couraging history of India-} k-
istan talks. ‘

While initiating the discu.
sion, ICSSR Chairman Prof M 1
Sondhi said the weakening
absence of social science inputs
into the Lahore process con-
tributed to its eventual failure.
This should not recur now, he
emphasised. !

All participants in the discu-
sioon mentioned the desire for
peace, closer links and eventual
prosperity that apparently exist-
ed on both sides of the India-Pak-
istan divide, and High Commis-
sioner Qazi felt that the two lead-

ers must now endangey the

process by which an assyred for-
ward movement should be ren-
dered feasible.
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Preliminary talks on
“Indo-Pak. summit

By B. Muralidhar Reddy /b

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 4. The India
High Commissioner to Pakista
Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar, today calle
on the Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Inamul Haq, and held what
could be termed a ‘‘preliminary
round”’ of discussions on the pro-
posed summit meeting between
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan
military ruler and Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

This was the first meeting of
Mr. Nambiar with the Pakistan
Foreign Secretary after Mr. Vaj-
payee extended the surprise invi-
tation to Gen. Musharraf.
According to sources in the For-
eign Ministry, Mr. Haq informed
Mr. Nambiar that the dates for the
proposed visit of Gen. Musharraf
were yet to be finalised. There was
no indication from Pakistan on
the agenda for the summit.

As a senior official in the Pakis-
tan Foreign Office put it, “the
truth of the matter is that every-
thing is still very tentative” We are
yet to give a seri ought to the

structure and substantive nature
of the dialogue at the highest
level.”

In the course of his interaction,
Mr. Haq is believed to have said
that with the postponement of
the SAARC Standing Committee
at Colombo, India and Pakistan
had missed out an opportunity to
establish high-level contacts.

Indications are that a team of
officials from the Pakistan For-
eign Office would be in New Delhi
soon to chalk out the nitty-gritty
of Gen. Musharraf’s visit.

Of course, the most important
thing for Pakistan is to work, obvi-
ously in consultation with New
Delhi, on the agenda of the sum-
mit meeting.

A clear picture on the agenda
from Pakistan could be expected
to emerge after the Corps Com-
manders meeting at Rawalpindi
on June 8.

To be presided over by Gen.
Musharraf, the meet is expected
to focus on the Indian invitation
and discuss various scenarios.

Envoy’s hope,
Sattar’s stand: Page
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-~ Over to Musharraf
A Chance to Make Amends for Kargil

TYWENTY-SEVEN
. have passed since the Lahore

ier is now making one
viant attempt to renew a dialogue
wh Pakistan. He had to allow suf-
fient time for the wounds of
Krgil to heal at Jeast partially. In
hiinvitation to General Mushar-
ra Mr Vajpayee has emphasised
thneed for both countries to pur-
st the path of reconciliation and
enage in productive dialogue, by
bulding trust and confidence. Two
pants have to be taken note of. In-
di has chosen the timing of the di-
abgue and has indicated the agen-
deit wants to pursue. Unfortunate-
lymost of our media and academia
ar: excessively self-focussed.
Therefore, ignoring the dynamics
ofinternational politics, they insist
on knowing even at this stage what
concessions India will make. No
country can enter into negotiations
with another country by disclosing
its strategy beforehand. Since Mr
Vajpayee is offering confidence-
building negotiations, some give-
and-take will be involved. India can
only decide what concessions to
offer during the negotiations,
depending on what the other party
is willing to put on the table. Itis a
sign of immaturity and lack of
familiarity with hard-nosed inter-
national bargaining that so much
time is being wasted discussing
what India would do even before
the negotiations begin.

The Pakistani foreign minister,
the high commissioner in Delhi,
and General Musharraf in his reply
to Mr Vajpayee have reiterated
their one-point agenda — Kash-
mir. The issue is not merely a ques-
tion of India accepting Jammu and
Kashmir as disputed territory. The
other side of the dispute is that part
of the former princely state is un-
der the occupation of Pakistan, and
millions of people in those areas
are stateless. The dispute, whether
interpreted in Indian or Pakistani
terms, cannot be resolved without
creating an atmosphere of trust
and confidence.

The fact is, India has no trust in
Pakistan’s bonafides. General
Musharraf himself has asserted
that Indo-Pakistan relations would
continue to be adversarial even if
the Kashmir issue is resolved. Now
he and his colleagues have made it
into a Jehadi issue validating Pro-
fessor Samuel Huntington’s thesis
of clash of civilisations. General
Musharraf has denied that Indians
and Pakistanis share the same

By K SUBRAHMANYAM

history and culture. Many Pakistani
leaders have proclaimed that get-
ting Kashmir is only the first step
towards breaking up India. I have
personally heard responsible Pak-
istani leaders expressing scepticism
about the continued unity of India.
One of them said that a billion peo-
ple with 20 ongoing insurgencies
could not be governed from one
centre for long. Against this back-
ground, if Pakistani leaders think
that India would solve this ‘core’ is-
sue to their satisfaction so that Pak-
istan can get on with breaking up
this country, they are out of touch
with reality.

Pakistanis were out of touch with
reality in 1965, in 1971 and in 1999
as well, and came to grief on all
these occasions. The world is sick
and tired of the Kashmir issue. Chi-
na does not favour any change in
status quo on Kashmir since that
might complicate its position on Ti-
bet. Russia does not want a reli-

IN BRIEF

» The Kashmir issue cannot be
resolved without mutual
trust

* Pakistan faces international
isolation if it persists with
adventurism

« Resolving tension with India is
in Pakistan’s own interest

gion-influenced solution to Kash-
mir as this would have a direct
bearing on Chechnya. The US has
clearly stated that it does not
favour ethno-nationalist secession-
ism in the Balkans and would not
tolerate a greater Muslim Albania,
an Islamic Bosnia or Kosovo. The
Pakistani leadership is yet to re-
alise that the cold war, which was
the sole reason for US and Western
support to Pakistan on Kashmir,
ended 10 years ago. They have not
understood the full import of Presi-
dent Clinton’s stern warning to
them over their national TV and
the recent statement of US deputy
secretary of state Richard
Armitage in Delhi. Because of the
high cost of its confrontation with
India, Pakistan is in danger of
becoming a failed state. It can
slightly slow down India’s progress,
but in the process is likely to hurt
itself fatally.

India has logically proposed con-
fidence-building as the first item on
the summit’s agenda. The Kargil

aggression following the Lahore
summit had set back the confi-
dence-building exercise by twc
years. Now Mr Vajpayee, in a
unique display of statesmanship.
has offered a second chance to
Pakistan to get its priorities right.
Nothing can move forward be-
tween India and Pakistan unless
trust and confidence is nurtured
between the two. If Pakistan were
to reject India’s initiative, the world
would make its own assessment of
the nature of Pakistan’s leadership.
Holding every aspect of the Indo-
Pakistan relationship hostage to its
getting Kashmir is in line with the
terrorist culture Pakistan has been
practising against India,Iran,
Central Asian republics, Russia,
China and the US. But
hostage-taking tactics succeed very
rarely in today’s world.

General Musharraf has a choice.
He can accept Mr Vajpayee’s
statesman-like offer, and include
Kashmir as one of the aspects
which the confidence-building ex-
ercise has to address, or he can re-
ject it and insist on Kashmir being
treated as the core issue. If he
chooses the latter option, he will
win the applause of religious fun-
damentalists and terrorist groups
in Pakistan, but will face increased
international isolation. He has not
been able to solve Pakistan’s eco-
nomic problems. The clock is tick-
ing relentlessly on his having to re-
store democracy within the next 16
months. He has very little to show
for the 20 months already wasted.
Increasingly, the international
community is realising the threat to
regional peace posed by the Tal-
iban and Pakistan’s close involve-
ment with that fanatical group as
shown in the recent UN report.

The Indian move has focused the
spotlight on General Musharraf
and has put him on trial. Pakistan
had been demanding a dialogue,
which it has now been offered. The
whole world understands that the
responsibility for destroying the
confidence-building exercise initi-
ated at Lahore rests squarely on
General Musharraf and he has to
repair the damage he inflicted due
to his adventurism. Very rarely in
history does a person who caused
so much damage to his own coun-
try and its neighbour get a chance
to make amends. Thanks to Mr
Vajpayee, General Musharraf has
got one such opportunity. One

hopes he will use 1t wisely, in t
interest of his own people
peace in the region.
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 Pak. envoy’s

k

By Our Special Correspondent \X‘) A

NEW DELHI, JUNE 4. The Pakistani High Commis-
sioner here, Mr. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, today
expressed the hope that the proposed meet-
ing between the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan’s Chief
Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, would
mark the “beginning of a constructive proc-

”»

ess”.

“Scepticism may be justified but it should
not be pushed to cynicism. There will be diffi-
culties in resolving issues but a productive
engagement will lead to the resolution of all
issues,” he said participating in a panel dis-
cussion, organised by the Indian Women's
Press Corps.

Mr. Jehangir Qazi said the most important
issue was Kashmir. “Any solution of the Kash-
mir problem should be acceptable to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir. Solutions which
are not based on the will of the people are not
stable,”” he said.

He hoped that the Vajpayee-Musharraf
meeting would discuss the “'modalities of rep-
resentation of the people of Jammu and Kash-

”»

mir” and that the summit would lead
sustainable dialogue leading to a solution o
the Kashmir tangle.

To a query if Pakistan was responsive to
conversion of the Line of Control (LoC) into
International Border (IB), he said: “Our per-
ception is that the LoC is in conflict with the
aspirations of the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. We want a settlement that is verifiably
acceptable to the people.”

He said that India had invited Gen. Mush-
arraf for talks as there was need for a dialogue
between the two countries. ‘It does not mean
that you can resolve all issues in one meeting.
A process of dialogue has to be generated and
it will lead to a productive engagement.

“It will generate goodwill and the presence
of dialogue will move forward. The meeting
will also provide an opportunity for the two
leaders to get to know each other,” he said.

Mr. Imtiaz Alam of Pakistan's Jang group of
newspapers expressed the hope that the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf summit would lead to a

hopes ot ‘constructivé process’

“well-structured dialogue process’.

Our Staff Reporter writes:

Speaking at a discussion on “India-Pakistan
summit” organised by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) here, Mr. Qazi
said the priority for both countries during the
summit should be to reach a new level of rela-
tionship. Stating that there was “overwhelm-
ing sentiments” in Pakistan regarding the
summit, Mr. Qazi said Pakistanis held Mr. Vaj-
payee in high esteem and were hopeful that
the heads of two nations would be “able to
find a way forward despite differences’”.

Mr. Dileep Padgaonkar, journalist, said the
summit would mark the beginning of a proc-
ess of dialogue. ““No doubt Mr. Vajpayee’s trip
to Lahore was a misplaced euphoria, but the
danger this time is that expectations from the
proposed summit is very low and therefore we
are mentally prepared for failure,” he said,
adding that there was an urgent need to built
an environment of trust and faith.

The ICSSR chairman, Prof. L.M. Sondhi, said
the pre- summit requirement was to help de-

velop a high level of understgrsifig and not
just “shrill diplomacy”’.

‘Conversion of LoC unacceptable’

Blast kills 4

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 4. The Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, has said that the oft-repeated
proposal to convert the Line of
Control into a permanent border,
as a solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem, was not acceptable to Isla-
mabad.

In an interview to the Pakistan
English daily, The News, Mr. Sat-
tar said “status quo is the prob-
lem. It cannot be a solution. A
solution has to be responsive to
the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people. They have sacrificed
75,000 lives in the struggle for
freedom.”

Mr. Sattar said the LoC was the
result of the ceasefire of Decem-

ber 17, 1971, and was so de-
scribed in the Shilma Agreement.
“It could not and did not preju-
dice or compromise the right of
the people of Kashmir to self- de-
termination. They, as well as Pa-
kistan, have made it clear that a
clear settlement must be respon-
sive to the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Kashmir.”

Asked to explain what Pakistan
meant by a “flexible approach”
vis-a-vis the coming summit
meeting between the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and the Pakistan Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, Mr. Sattar
said: “We will be going to New
Delhi with an open mind of mak-
ing the summit a success. We
hope the Indian side will also

have the same approach.” On Pa-
kistan’s approach to the Kashmir
dispute, the Minister said that so-
lution to the problem was identi-
fied fifty years ago.

“The Kashmiri people have to
be allowed to exercise their right
of self-determination. This is their
birthright. It was pledged to them
by Pakistan and India, and by the
international community in U.N.
Security Council resolutions.”

The All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence, “which leads the Kashmiri
freedom struggle,” favoured im-
provement of relations between
Pakistan and India. The Hurriyat
had said that resolution of Kash-
mir issue required the involve-
ment of Kashmiris.

in Srinagar
By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JUNE 4. At least four ci-
vilians were killed and 14 others
injured in a powerful grenade
blast in Batamaloo area here
while a commandant of the Bor-
der Security Force was killed in an
ambush in south Kashmir.

Unidentified militants hurled a
grenade at a security force picket
in Batamaloo area today morn-
ing. It, however, missed the target
and exploded among a crowd of
people in the market killing four
persons, including two women,
on the spot. Three of the dead
were identified as Mohammad

Yousuf, Jana and Ghulam Mol
uddin.
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detence of Track Two diplomacy

l\ By C. Raja Mohan k\‘) - \(}

LONDON, JUNE. 3. As India and Pakistan prepare
for the much sought-after engagement be-
tween the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, there is renewed energy in the so-
called “Track Two” talks between the two
sides. Along with the spread of nuclear weap-
ons and missiles in the subcontinent during
the last decade, there has been a rapid prolif-
eration of the discussions among the chatter-
ing classes of India and Pakistan to promote
peace and stability in the region.

A conference over the weekend at the pic-
turegque Wilton Park in the English country
side brought together experts from Europe
and the subcontinent to consider whether the
European experience in managing the Cold
War has some lessons for the efforts in the
subcontinent to defuse tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan.

Although it was not planned that way, the
timing of the conference turned out to be per-
fect. Coming barely weeks before the Delhi
encounter between the two leaders, the semi-
nar explored the European experience of dif-
ferent negotiating styles, framing of agendas,
managing public expectations, and handling
complex bureaucratic powerplays.

The South Asian participants generally wary
of being “educated” by the West ended up
acknowledging the value of distilling Europe-
an experience in preparing for the talks be-
tween Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf. But
more fundamentally the Wilton Park confer-
ence helped dispel the widespread cynicism
about the Track Two process in both India and
Pakistan.

ETTS

Sceptics, particularly in the Governments of
the two countries, have tended to dismiss the
utility of the Track Two initiatives. They see
them as “talk shops” among ‘bleeding
hearts” and “peaceniks” motivated Western
foundations determined to promote a dia-
logue between the subcontinental rivals. The
sceptics do have a point but miss the big pic-
. ture.
! Thanks to Track Two diplomacy, there is

mogg intensive communication today be-
en the foreign policy elites of the two na-
tons. The growing familiarity among the
talking heads from India and Pakistan has cer-
tainly helped understand each other's con-
cerns and at least visualise policy responses
that address genuine fears on the other side.
One might not agree with the argument of the
“adversary”’; but talking about helps under-

stand the context and compulsions of the oth-

er side. Track Two diplomacy has allowed
retired generals, diplomats, and other former
decision-makers to exchange notes on a whole
range of bilateral issues and think together
about solving problems between the two na-
tions. At a time when the relations bétween
India and Pakistan have lurched from crisis to
crisis since the late 1980s, Track Two has
helped sustain an element of unbroken en-
gagement.

2k

The very bureaucrats and soldiers who are
dismissive of the process when in Govern-
ment, indeed, end up on the Indo- Pak. con-
ference circuit. Every retirement at the top
levels of the two Governments brings fresh
recruits into the Track Two process. For exam-
ple, Gen. V.P. Malik who recently retired-as the
Army Chief in India and Gen. Jehangir Kara-
mat who was the previous boss of the Pakistan
Army are today active on Track Two confer-
ences.

The presence of many key political players
from both sides of the border contributes sig-
nificantly to an oral history of the complex
engagement between the two nations. Given

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK

the British bureaucratic tradition of secrecy
and the reluctance of the many key function-
aries to write their memoirs, discussions at
Track Two level provide valuable insights into
the history of Indo-Pakistan relations and the

dynamics of decision-making in past crises.

¥

What with frequent changes in Government
on both sides of the border over the last dec-
ade, many faces on the Track Two circuit have
often shown up in influential positions. In a
celebrated instance, Mr. Abdul Sattar, present
Foreign Minister of Pakistan, was called away
from a Track Two conference in Washington

after the military coup of 1999 by Gen. Pervez

Musharraf to take charge of Islamabad’s ex-
ternal relations. o »

Mr. Javed Jabbar who participates in the
Neemrana dialogue between India and Pakis-
tan became an influential adviser to Gen.
Musharraf. Having quit the government after a
while, he is back into the Neemrana fold. On
the Indian side, Mr. K. Subrahmanyam who
was active on the Track Two front became the
convener of the National Security Advisory
Board that was set up after the Pokhran tests
of May 1998.

Few politicians on the Indian side are active
on the Track Two front. But there are indeed

exceptions. The External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, used to participate in many re-
gional and international seminars on foreign
and defence policies when he was outside the
government. From the Congress side, Mr. Ma-
ni Shankar Aiyar and Mr. Jairam Ramesh too
are quite sought after in the Track Two circuit.

*kk

Track Two is very different, however, from
the so- called back channel. Track Two nego-
tiations have no imprimatur of the Govern-
ment. They involve serious engagement
between influential writers, analysts and for-
mer decision-makers on problems of mutual
interest for India and Pakistan. Ideas generat-
ed in the Track Two process certainly find
their way into the popular debates in both
countries and occasionally feed into the pol-
icy-making process.

Back channel is about unpublicised con-
tacts between two governments. Non-officials
and special emissaries might be involved in
these talks, but with a very specific authority
from the highest political level in both the gov-
ernments. In the past key figures in Track Two
diplomacy have ended up as an important
back channel between New Delhi and Islama-
bad. The influence, if any, of Track Two diplo-
macy is indirect. Back channel is about direct,
if somewhat secret, talks between govern-
ments.

* kK

Mr. Niaz Naik, former Pakistan High Com-
missioner to India and former Foreign Secre-
tary, is the doyen of the Track Two circuit in
the subcontinent. He is the founder convener
of the Neemrana group on the Pakistani side.
In the few weeks between the Lahore summit
between Mr. Nawaz Sharif and Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee in February 1999 and the onset of the
Kargil conflict at the end of May, Mr. Niaz Naik
is widely believed to be the back channel be-
tween the two governments.

Mr. Naik is believed to have been entrusted
with the task of negotiating a possible under-
standing on Kashmir with the Indian Govern-
ment. His meetings with the Indian
counterpart, Mr. R.K. Mishra, during the Kar-
gil conflict got wide publicity, as the cover over
the back-channel diplomacy got blown.

Mr. Naik has a fund of stories to tell on the
many back channel contacts between the two
governments since the early 1980s. He was a
key figure in the efforts of both Indira Gandhi
and Rajiv Gandhi to engage Gen. Zia ul Haq
during the 1980s. He was an im i
terlocutor during the Lahore-
Indo-Pak. relations.
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By Our Special Correspondent

JAIPUR, JUNE 3. The Samajwadi Par-
ty president, Mr. Mulayam Singh
Yadav, today said there would not
be any major breakthrough in the
Kashmir issue following the visit
of the Pakistan Chief Executive,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf. The
whole exercise was being carried
out due to pressure from the
United States, he charged.

Mr. Yadav, who was participa-
ting in a meet the press pro-
gramme at the Pink City Press
Club, is in the Rajasthan capital in
connection with the three-day
national executive meeting of his
party which commenced here to-
day. He felt that the invitation to
Gen. Musharraf to visit India was
sent in a hurry and in a “hush-
hush” manner. “Even the mem-
bers of the Union Cabinet were
not aware of the invitation before
it was sent,” he alleged.

Terming the NDA Govern-
ment’s approach to the Kashmir
issue as flawed, Mr. Yadav said
the Sangh Parivar wanted Kash-
mir to be divided into Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh. ‘“This would
provide them another excuse to
ilienate Muslims in the country.

/;;W Musharraf visit will not
solve &a{shmir issue: Mulaya

They have been now left with no
issues to catch the attention of
people.” The formation of smaller
States was not an ideal thing to
do, he said.

Mr. Yadav reiterated his party’s
stand on the formation of a con-
federation or “Maha Sangh” of
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.
“We, the socialists have always
taken the stand that the division
of the country was not rational.
Maha Sangh, even if it is a loose
confederation would be a viable
formation.”

Mr. Yadav, who is also the con-
vener of the newly formed “Jan
Morcha” or People’s Front,
blamed the NDA Government for
the present crises in the country
such as security threat and terror-
ism and the troubles of farmers,
small businessmen and the poor.

“The challenges before the
country are more serious that ev-
er before. Divisive forces are at
work in the name of religion, re-
gion and language.” There was a
sense of insecurity prevailing
from the time of the Kargil intru-
sion. The killing of BSF jawans in
Bangladesh and the terrorist at-
tack insige the Red Fort were a
few instances cited by him in this

%L
connection. '

However, Mr. Yadav was of the
view that the NDA Government
would continue in power. “We do
not want mid-term elections
now.”

He alleged that the past policies
of the BJP and the Congress had
brought only misery to the middie
class. “They are out to finish the
middle class in this country,” he
charged. “People are fed up with
the BJP and the Congress and
hence the new alternative in the
form of Jan Morcha,” he ex-
plained.

Mr. Yadav said his party was on
the threshold of emerging as a na-
tional party. The decision to hold
the national executive in Jaipur
was part of the strategy to give it a
national character.

He claimed that the Jan Morcha
would emerge victorious in the
coming elections in Uttar Pra-
desh. There was no need to pro-
ject anyone as the Chief Minister,
he said replying to a question. I
have been projected enough,”
was perhaps his indirect way of
hinting at who would be the next
Chief Minister if his group wins.
“I have the affection of people,”
he observed. /
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“Talks to cover all
issues: Vaj payec, ;

[
\
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- PRESS TRUST OF INDIA L’ \/\

. BHUJ, June 3. - India is prepared to discus} all bilateral prob- |
lems, mcludmg Kashmir, with Pakistan, the Rrime Minister said |
here today
“We are trying to improve relations with our neighbours. We have
invited Gen Musharraf to India to discuss all problems, including
. Kashmir, We are ready to talk on anything,” Mr Atal Behari Vaj- |
| payee said after laying the foundation of a hospital here.
“We are hopeful of solving all problems through talks,” he added.
i J&K govt stand: Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
. ment today termed Kashmir as a “core” issue between India and
i Pakistan and said a solution to it could be arrived at only !
through direct, talks between the two countries and not through |
; Centre’s interlocutor, Mr KC Pant’s mission, adds a report from |
; New Delhi. ‘
i “Kashmir is the core issue between India and Pakistan. The two
; countries had gone to war three times in 50 years over this is-
. sue,” the state’s home minister, Mr Mushtaq Ahmad Lone, said.
. “This (Kashmir issue) has throughout affected relations be-
: tween the two countries,” he said, adding that Pakistan started
- militancy which had made the people of the state its victim.
“The resolution of Kashmir issue is of prime concern and essen- :
txal(i for estabhshment of peace in the sub-continent,” Mr Lone
sal
Appreciating the invitation extended by the Prime Minister to

i Gen Musharraf, he said it was a “good beginning”.

Descnbmg Mr Pant’s visit to Jammu and Kashmir as a “study
| tour”, he said the Pant mission was “a good beginning but reso- -
. lution lies in direct talks between India and Pakistan”.

(Photograph, another report on page 8) /
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UMMIT PROSPECTS
/- ¥ Long road ahead

INDIAN and Pakistani positions appear mutually iXrecon-
ciliable prior to the Vajpayee-Musharraf summit, with the
* Pakistani high commissioner letting it be known tRat a
plebiscite in Kashmir was being sought, and Jaswant Singh
riposting that Kashmir is an inalienable part of India.
if one goes along with the MEA’s explanation of the Pakistani
position as grandstanding for jehadi groups, it may need to
continue, as jehadis form a sizable pressure group on the
Musharraf government ~ on the issue of amending Pakistan’s
outrageous blasphemy laws, for example, Musharraf backed
down under jehadi pressure. Some have questioned the
propriety of talking to a military dictator, paricularly in the
light of the recent Indian position that Pakistani support for
militancy has to cease before talks can ccmmence. But it is
the Army which calls the shots in Pakistan, and past experi-
ence, particularly Vajpayee’s ill-fated bus ride, shows that
any understanding which doesn’t have it on board is likely to
founder. Musharraf looks entrenched in his position, and it |
is in India’s inferest to engage him even if the proposed
summit has no dramatic outcome. For those who harp on the
Kargil “betrayal”, it should be remembered that none of the
Pakistan armed forces chiefs were willing to shake hands
with Vajpayee in Lahore; India has itself to blame for letting -
its guard down. But Kargil needs to be kept in mind - India
cannot afford to give Musharraf what he wants, an exit from |
the diplomatic doghouse, without the quid pro quo India
wants — a cessation of cross-border militancy. |
There are indications that Pakistan’s nursing of militancy |
and consequent diplomatic isolation is proving expensive — its
economy is in worse shape than India’s, and its unsavoury :
reputation is frightening off investment. The country lives |
from day to day on IMF handouts. Not to put too fine a point
to it, this is the bargaining chip that India has - in case of a
prolonged standoff, the Pakistani economy will be worse hit
than India. It is upto Vajpayee to make the best use of it,
offering economic normalisation and return to respectability -
as incentives for curbing jehadi influence. There is likely %o be -
a diplomatic minuet with Pakistan stressing Kashmir while :
India stresses other areas of co-operation such as enhanced
‘trade ties and cultural exchanges as well as a reduction of |
general levels of hostility which would facilitate a solution on '
Kashmir. At the very least the two leaders will get a personal
feel for each other which may come in handy in defusing
future confrontation. They should be able to set the ball rol- |
ling for rules of disengagement along the LoC, as well as !
nuclear force and readiness levels. Even if a peace accord
proves elusive, it is necessary to reduce the element of/unz

predictability in Indo-Pakistan relations, as the US and t
Soviet Union were able to do during the Cold War.
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“Advani dispels ‘false’ hopes”

« over Indo-Pak talks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

TURTUK (Leh), June 2. — A
change in international opinion
on the Jammu and Kashmir
situation is a reason for invit-
ing the Pakistani chief execu-
tive, General Pervez Mushar-
raf for talks, the home minis-
ter, Mr LK Advani, said today.
He added there should be no
“false euphoria” about the visit.

In the past, he said, the in-
ternational community would
react to an incident in the Val-

ley by calling for an interna- -

tional solution to the problem.
Today, because India has suc-
ceeded in “mobilising world
opinion against cross-border
terrorism,” the international
community reacts strongly
against terrorism, he said.
Speaking to reporters today
after visiting Army develop-

ment programmes in the area
(on the Line of Control),
which he said, “pleasantly
surprised him,” he said India
had decided after the Kargil
war that there would be no
talks with Pakistan till cross-
border terrorism ended. The
international uproar against
terrorism is partly responsi-
ble for the change in govern-
ment thinking.

Asked what the governmen-
t's expectations were from the
Musharraf visit, he said the
two countries had not spoken
for a while and instead, there
were “acute animosities.” A
meeting between two heads of
government would not resolve
the problem and so, there can
be no false euphoria. He also
quoted the foreign minister,

Mr Jaswant Singh as saying.

that not a lot was expected

from the visit.
Despite having .
hopes about the visit] he said
problems of this kind (India
and Pakistan have not been
on talking terms) are “ulti-
mately solved by dialogue.”
He spoke of a proactive ap-
proach by the government and
the willingness to “re-engage.”
Initially, there was a sug-
gestion about the foreign sec-
retaries of India and Pakistan
meeting first. Then, remem-
bering India took the initia-
tive at Lahore and that the
Musharraf government has
changed its former stance of
rubbishing the Lahore accord,
the Vajpayee government de-
cided to take things further.
Mr Advani pointed out that
Gen Musharraf had said he
was willing to speak any- .
where and any time. s
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N THE Valley of distress and
discontent, the Government of
India (Gol) interlocutor, Mr. K.C.
Pant’s “Mission Kashmir” has
been overshadowed by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
peace talks invitation to Pakistan’s
military ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.
Mr. Pant is seen more as the
Deputy Chairman of Planning
Commission and not as the
Government’s chief negotiator.
People see him as dealing with
development problems, and look to
the Vajpayee-Musharraf Summit for a
solution to the main political issue.
On the first day of his visit, Mr.
Pant addressed a crowded press
conference, on the second day, the
media presence had fallen by half
and the third day saw only a handful
of journalists attending his briefing,
confined to development issues. ‘'His
mission is no different from a visit by

any Central Minister issuing
directions to departments and
promising an information technology
revolution,” quipped a journalist.
The impression given on the first
day of his visit was that Mr. Pant
would be representing the
Government of India in negotiating
on the political issues in Jammu and
Kashmir. But he started his day with
a briefing on the development works,
which had come to a halt because of
delay in finalisation of the State’s
annual plan by the Planning
Commission he heads. When Mr.
Pant was talking about an IT
revolution in the State starting with
the setting up of cyber cafes, the
newspapers in Srinagar carried
reports that the Centre was yet to
give security clearance for the multi-
crore Software Technology Park at
Rangreth inaugurated by the Union
Minister, Mr. Pramod Mahajan,
this January.

Though Mr. Pant
maintained that he was
on a mission to
understand, except for

the Democratic Freedom

and the Quami Mushawarti
Council headed by Mr. Azam

militancy in Kashmir, he hardly
got a feel of the disillusionment
and discontent in Kashmir. Mr.
Shah had also backtracked from
his earlier stand and insisted that
the 70-minute-long meeting
with Mr. Pant was an
informal one.
Even the secret

his informal meeting with

Party chief, Mr. Shabir Shah,

Inquillabi, one of the founders of

meeting Mr. Pant. Though the Quami
Mushawarti Council, of which the
Mahazi Azadi (which Mr. Inquillabi
heads) and the former Chief Minister,
Mr. G. M. Shah’s Awami National
Conference (ANC) are constituents,
had a meeting with Mr. Pant, the -
alliance has not been going well for
quite sonte time.

From the Shikarawalas on the Dal
Lake to the ruling National .
Conference (NC) activists, no one in
the Valley talked to Mr. Pant about
the political aspect of the problem.
Even the Srinagar-based editors
stressed on opening job avenues for
the unemployed youth as they all felt
Mr. Pant’s job was related to
planning and development.

His meeting with Mr. G.M. Shah
too was not encouraging. Mr. Shah, a
mainstream politician, did not agree
that Kashmir was an integral part of
India. “It is disputed,” he said in Mr.
Pant’s presence.

“‘His visit lost significance since Mr.
Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf are
going to talk on Kashmir,” says Mr.
Tahir Mohiuddin, editor of the mass-
circulated Urdu weekly Chattan. And
the rejection of the talks offer by the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
and militant groups active in Kashmir
did not add to the sigfnicance of Mr.
Pant’s visit. In the last 12 years, any
move on the part of the Government
of India towards holding talks with
those who do not challenge the
accession has not helped in achieving

In Kashmir, there is a

feeling that a solution is

. possible only when
hardliners are ruling both

India and Pakistan. So,
says Shujaat Bukhari, the
hopes of the people have

been revitalised.

any breakthrough. The APHC
outrightly rejected Mr. Pant’s
appointment as chief negotiator and
refused to talk to him.

Though chances of the Hurriyat
Conference leaders being called for
talks when Mr. Vajpayee and Gen.
Musharraf meet are bleak, Pakistan's
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Sattar’s
statement that the General would like
to meet them is not discouraging for
them. Since the APHC has enjoyed
the backing of Pakistan in the past,
Islamabad cannot afford to ignore the
alliance when talks. on Kashmir are
held. It may not be possible for
Pakistan to find a slot at once for the
APHC, but it will try to keep it in the
picture.

“The Hurriyat has a role to play.
How can India and: Pakistan ignore it.
It talks about atrocities and
repression against Kashmiris,
whatever the ideologies its leaders

Waiting for the General

have,” says Mr. Mohammad
Sulaiman, a student at the Kashmir
University. .

The Centre’s sincerity on resolving
the Kashmir issue has always been
questioned in the Valley; and the
rejection of the Assembly’s autonomy
resolution passed in 2000 further
contributed to this feeling. “When
they are not ready to even have a
cursory look at a resolution passed by
the Assembly which they say is a
legitimate body of public
representatives how can they talk to
those who challenge the basis of the
State’s relations with India,” asked a
senior teacher at the Kashmir
University. That is perhaps why the
N.C. leaders had not much to téll the
chief negotiator about autonomy but
complained that the Centre was not
wholeheartedly supporting the State’s
rebuilding.

Whatever credibility the Pant visit
had vanished with the tough
statements from the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh. For even
people like Mr. Shabir Shah it was a
setback.“It has hurt me and will not
help in continuing with any kind of
process,” he says.

In the course of Mr. Pant’s
meetings, demands for trifurcation —
people of Leh demanding a Union
Territory status, some voices in
Jammu asking for a separate State
and a handful of Kashmiri Pandits
wanting to carve out a homeland
with Union Territory status within

Kashmir — again came up which
may help the Centre neutralise the
demand for the “right to self-
determination”. In total contrast to
the demand- for grant of Union
Territory status in Leh, those who
met Mr. Pant in Kargil stressed that
they wanted to be a part of Jammu
and Kashmir. People in Kargil
appeared more concerned over
development of their region.

In Kashmir, there is a feeling that a
solution is possible only when
hardliners are ruling India and
Pakistan. So, the hopes of the people
have now been revitalised. With the
BJP in power in New Delhi and a
General ruling Pakistan, the
possibility of a solution is nat ruled
out, even if it remains confined to an
end to violence and adjustinents here
and there. However, the role of the
APHC and the militants groups s not
ignored in the talk of any kind of
settlement.

The Hurriyat Conference is seen as
being pushed to the background
when Mr. Vajpayee talked of direct
dialogue with Pakistan. But it has not
become irrelevant and will not as
long as it talks of the solution of  »
Kashmir problem in accordance
with the wishes of the people.

Its leaders also are not ready to
accept their irrelevance. “We cannot
be irrelevant as we represent the
wishes of the people,” says one of
the executive members, Mr.
Abdul Gani Lone.

The role of the militants in
achieving peace is not
undermined in the whole
process. It is, in fact, the
militants who are calling the

establishment can use its influence

over the militant organisations or the
‘Jehadi’ groups.-*'Pakistan has a say .’

in the affair and if they are able to

achieve a breakthrough they can

convince the militant groups, only

which can lead to a peaceful

solution,” says a senior lawyer in the

Jammu and Kashmir High Court.
Even as bilateral agreements

between India and Pakistan have not |

resolved the issue, and more recently *

the Lahore Declaration could not
help in building confidence on both
sides, people such as the Chief

Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, are of -

the opinion that only the two
neighbours can hammer out a
solution.

Whatever the outcome of the first
round of talks by Mr. Pant with

various groups in the State, people in -

Kashmir will wait and watch for the
Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting
whenever it is fixed.

i

Valley voices

meeting between Mr. shots on the ground

Inquillabi and Mr. Pant
proved a damp squib. It
was followed by Mr. Inquillabi’s
expulsion from the party. He had
met Mr. Pant at the Nehru Guest
House in Srinagar but wanted it
kept a secret. Even as Mr. Pant
confirmed the meeting, he tried to
persuade the journalists who saw
Mr. Inquillabi leaving #irough the
backdoor not to publish the news.
.Once the chief commander of the
militant outfit, Operation Balakot, Mr.
Inquillabi returned from Pakistan
apparently disgusted with its Kashmir
policy and bid adieu to guns. What
transpired at the meeting was not
known. But the secrecy involved
showed that separatists in Kashmir,
whatever their support base, are not
ready to talk to the Government on
the present terms.

Mr. Inquillabi ended up being
expelled from the party he inherited
from the late Sofi Mohammad Akbar
who had differed with Sheikh
Abdullah when he had an accord
with Indira Gandhi in 1975. Mr.
Inquillabi’s party members maintain
that he did not consult them before

Farooq Abdullah, Shabir Shah and Abdul Gani Bhat speak on the proposed
Vajpayee-Musharraf summit and the Pant mission.

\

Farooq Abdullah: I am happy
that an invitation for talks has
been extended to Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. I hope it leads to
better relations between India
and Pakistan, which can result in
a better future for Kashmir as
well. | have always maintained
that only India and Pakistan can
hammer out a solution.

As for Mr. K. C. Pant’s mission,
it will certainly help in better
understanding between the State
and the Central leadership. As
least the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has made
efforts to find out the views of
various section of the people in
the State vis-a-vis the peace
process. ‘

Shabir Shah: } is a bold step
by Mr. Vajpayee Earlier they had
put a condition (f first ending
cross-border ternrism now they
have invited Gen Musharraf and
it is a new beginiing which can
open ways for a jeaceful and
amicable solutiornto the
problem. Both Gq. Musharraf
and Mr. Vajpayeehave

. demonstrated thet capability to
think big and act {ig with ample
doses of generosi

seasoned politiciarand he being
the chief negotiato] the peace
process can achiev{something.
But I have made itllear that a

conducive atmosphere has to be
created before a formal dialogue.

Abdul Gani Bhat: [ havg high
regard for Mr. Vajpayee. The high
level summit between him and
Gen. Musharraf is a step forward.
Both of them want to improve
their relations and want to
resolve the Kashmir issue. We
have high hopes about this
summit.

Mr. Pant’s exercise has lost its
substance and glamour too, if it
had any, against the backdrop of
the forthcoming Vajpayee-
Musharraf talks. He (Pant) is
trying to catch a fish in the
desert. It is to build bridges
where there are no rivers. — S.B.

‘November and called off last month.

T | INDL

irrespective of what the
politicians talk about. Even the
people do not have two
opinions about it. “Yes it is
the militants who have to lay
down arms and agree to a
solution,” says Mr.
Mohammad Ashraf, a
businessman. Whatever the
Hurriyat Conference says, the
militants have to be taken into
confidence. In fact, the shortlived
ceasefire by the Hizbul Mujahideen
which ended with a round of talks
between the Union Home Secretary,
Mr. Kamal Pandey, and Hizb
commanders had led to euphoria in
Valley.

The ceasefire at that time was in
total contrast with the unilateral one
announced by the Government in

Analysts believe that no ceasefire or a
peace process is going to achieve
desired results until it is accepted by
both sides.

What gives people hopes about the
planned high level summit is the
fact that Pakistan’'s military
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Our aim is p

LEH, JUNE 1. Pakistani rulers must
realise India’s sincerity in pursu-
ing peace and friendship, reflect-
ed in a number of initiatives taken
by the Vajpayee Government in
the past few years, the Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
said here today.

“The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had dipped his
hands in the historic Sindhu river
last year during the Sindhu Dar-
shan festival. If (Pakistani military
ruler) Gen. Pervez Musharraf had
dipped his hands in the river at
Sukkur or Hyderabad (in Pakis-
tan) at the same time, he would
have realised the warmth, cor-
diality and feeling of friendship
Vajpayeeji has,” Mr. Advani said.

“This feeling of friendship has
been reflected in the recent peace
initiatives of our Government,”
the Minister said inaugurating the
Sindhu Darshan festival and the
newly-created “Sindhu Ghat” at
Shey-Manla near here.

“The river Sindhu will not only
become a symbol of India’s cul-
tural unity, but also a symbol of
international peace and friend-
ship, say between India and Pa-
kistan,” Mr. Advani said adding
Ladakh had found a place in the
country’s tourist map.

Referring to a suggestion by the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, that the

no-1
pilgrimage to lake Mansarovar in
China pass through Damchuk in
Ladakh, a much easier route, he
said the matter had already been
raised with Beijing which had
“certain objections”. “‘But we will
pursue the matter at the govern-
mental level,” Mr. Advani said.

Farooq optimistic

Dr. Abdullah expressed the
hope that the coming summit be-
tween Mr. Vajpayee and Gen.
Musharraf would “break the ice”
and pave way for further dialogue.
“I hope talks between the two
leaders will break the ice and fa-
cilitate further discussions.”

On converting the Line of Con-
trol into a permanent border, he
said, “I don’t think there is any
other solution.” He ruled out tri-
furcation of the State saying “any
such move will end India’s one-
ness”.

He said Ladakh was a symbol of
national unity as people belong-
ing to all major faiths were repre-
sented here and lived peacefully.
The Sindhu, which had given
birth to the ancient Indian civil-
isation, was the common factor in
the lives of the region’s people
through the ages, whatever their
faith, caste or creed.

The J&K Governor, Mr. G. C.
Saxena, and the Union Ministers,
Mr. Ananth Kumar, Mr. Chaman

Great expectations

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 1. Peace is in the air. It really seems so here ever since
the summit meet between the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, was
proposed and accepted. A one-para release of the Foreign Ministry
today was more than evidence. Perhaps in an unprecedented move it
welcomed the coming talks between India and Bangladesh. The offi-
cial line till a few days ago was that India had no friends in the
subcontinent. In what was seen as quite a turn-around, Gen. Mushar-
raf in his acceptance letter to the invitation had said, “We wish to see a
stable and prosperous India at peace with its neighbours.” Today’s
Foreign Ministry statement said, “Pakistan welcomes the agreement
between Bangladesh and India orr the venue and dates for talks on
border issues, which led to a clash between their forces'in April. The

Government of Pakistan hopes-that the two countries will be ahile to

resOiWifferencéé‘” th-2ugh peaceful means.”.
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A TOUCH OF FRIENDSHIP, COLD\81ﬁDHU WILL TURN WARM,

eace: ‘\}vani
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The Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K.Advani, pouring the water of
river Brahmaputra into the river Sindhu during the ‘Sindhu
Darshan’ festival in Leh on Friday. — PTI

Lal Gupta, Mr. O. Rajgopal and
Mr. Santosh Gangwar participa-
ted. Mr. Amrish Puri, film star,
and the Ambassadors of Norway
and South Korea also attended.

The Tourism Minister, Mr.
Ananth Kumar, said since the
Sindhu festival was launched five
years ago, the domestic tourist in-
flow had increased fourfold.

He asked the State Government
to create a board for the Sindﬂt:
Darshan on the lines of those ¢
Amarnath and Mansarovar yatras.

The Minister of State for Civil.
Aviation, Mr. Chaman Lal Guptas,
said Mis Ministry -had- flown:;

Cu

special flights for this#stival arléh * Rissjal

Pradesh

offered discount on tickets.

Over 500 tourists from different
parts of the country, including
Arunachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
and Maharashtra, are participa-
ting in the three-day festival.

A cultural performance by
“Anamika”, a team from Kolkata, !
was the most applauded item at
the Sindhughat.

Other performers came from
Delhi, Gujarat, Sikkim, Arunachal




SEEMA MUSTAFA

t is a victory for the Chief
Executive of Pakistan
General Pervez Mushar-
raf. His consistency has
paid off. He has not only
ensured "an invitation from
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, he has ensured that
Jammu and Kashmir will
remain central to the discus-
sions. He is now all set to visit
| India in July to talk Kashmir.
The Government of India does
not really know what it is going
to talk about. A press confer-
ence organised by minister of
external affairs and defence
Jaswant Singh was an exercise
in confusion. First reluctant to
define the bottom line, the min-
ister had a change of heart and
faithful spokesperson Ramindar
Jassal sent .a note to some
scribes asking them to repeat
the question. An obliging jour-
nalist agreed and Singh waxed
eloquent about Kashmir being
an integral part of India. Asked
why then he wanted to speak
with Pakistan about an integral
part of India, the minister fum-
bled and said something about
the government having no prob-
lem about discussing Kashmir.
After the change of policy was
announced through the letter of
invitation by Vajpayee it was
left to the bureaucrats to finalise
the arrangements, and work out
arguments justifying the policy.
The officials who have grown to
wear khaki knickers under the
present regime are now finding
it very difficult to take these off
and don the garb of peaceniks.
The bureaucrats looking for
rainbows under what appear to
them as dumps of mud are now

Y thetrwe iments, with
the result that even Musharraf’s
barbed response was projected
“very welcome”.
The two sides are optlm‘istlc

chemistry .between the two
leaders will take the peace
process forward. Both have
taken care to point out that not
much should be expected out of
this first summit, except a com-
mitment to continuing dialogue.
And this too will depend on
how Vajpayee and Musharraf
react to each other, how much
they decide to trust each other,
the personal equations they are
able to establish as this accord-
ing to both India and Pakistani
officials “will be a very valu-
able input into the entire exer-
cise”.

Vajpayee had hit it off with
former Prime Minister of Pak-
istan Nawaz Sharif. Their body
chemistry was apparently excel-
lent, and both had decided to
trust and rely on each other. In
fact so deep ran the personal
equation that Vajpayee emerged
as the only Prime Minister to
insist long after Sharif’s army
had taken position in the Kargil
mountains, that he had not been
informed and was, hence, quite
innocent about the entire opera-
tion. Sharif, of ¢ourse, could not
say as much for an ignorant
Prime Minister is often worse
than a conniving one but the
BJIP-led Government of India
continued churning out excuses
for their lost friend. In fact, at
the time Jaswant ‘Singh even
held a press conference to
release some tapes of conversa-
tion between the then army
chief General Musharraf and a

"~ -

HARD TALK: ‘Mushavrvaf is a soldier whose divect, almost brutal approach, can antagonise
those who prefer the softer wovd’

defending each and gvery move -
- fort at times.

that the body language and °

subordinate which he claimed
was proof that Sharif had been
kept out of the picture.

Sharif and Musharraf are as
different from each as chalk is
from cheese. Sharif was a slick
politician, using charm and sub-
terfuge to get his way with the
world. He was courteous with a
decided flair and spoke the dou-
ble tongue of the politician with
expertise. Musharraf is a soldier
whose direct, almost brutal
approach, can antagonise those
who prefer the softer word. It
has stood him in good stead
with sections of his people,
however, who take it as a breath
of fresh air after Sharif. He does
not mince words, he cannot beat
around the bush, and like an
army man prefers to talk
straight. Too straight for com-

Vajpayee, in style, is closer to
Nawaz Sharif. He is a politi-
cian. He does not like the direct
word. He specialises in double

What is the meeting
point on Kashmir?
India is clear that
accession to Pakistan
is ruled out. Pakistan
gets ballistic at the very
mention of the ‘integral
part of India’ phrase. So
these two options are
ruled out. Sections in
government and outside
are not averse to the
LoC being established
. as an international
border. Pakistan has
ruled this out
maintaining that the
LoC is just a temporary
ceasefire line... So this
too is ruled out.
Pakistan is very keen
on a plebiscite, but
India has rejected this
demand under the
present government as
well. What remains?
Independent Kashmir
is the one option that
has not been
effectively contradicted
by either side

speech. He loves his kavitas and
is a bit of a loner. But then for
those relying on body chemistry

to see the summit through there

is a word of hope: opposites do
attract and the two leaders
might just establish that equa-
tion when they meet against a
backdrop of hostility and acri-
mony.

“hat are the two going
to talk about? Kash-
mir will remain cen-

tral to the discussion, although
India would like to divert atten-
tion to other aspects like trade,
free borders, cultural coopera-
tion and other such happy issues
that can aiso improve relations.
But to get back to the point,
what is the meeting point on
Kashmir?

India is clear that accession to
Pakistan is ruled out. Pakistan
gets ballistic at the very men-
tion of the “integral part of
India” phrase. So these two
options are ruled out. Sections
in government and outside are
not averse to the Line of Control
being established as an interna-
tional border. Pakistan has ruled
this out maintaining that the
LoC is just a temporary cease-
fire line and could not be given

-any permanent status. So this
_option too is ruled out. Pakistan °

is very keen on a plébiscite, but
India has categorically rejected
this demand under the present
government as well. So this
option is ruled out.

What remains? Independent

- Kashmir is the one option that

has not been effectively contra-
dicted by either side. Pakistanis
turn a little green in the face
when asked about it but as the
High Commissioner in Delhi
Ashraf Jahangir Qazi said in
response to a similar question,
at least with the independent
option also India will lose
Kashmir. Delhi has made some
anti noises about independence,
and even about the possible tri-
furcation of Jammu and Kash-
mir along religious lines but the
denials have not come from the

-highest quarters who- will be

negotiating a final settlement, if
any.

The US based Kashmir Study
Group formula for trifurcation
remains the only option that has
not been categorically ruled out
by either India or Pakistan.
Keep Jammu and Ladakh, and
surrender the Valley. The pro-
posal, of course, is far more
elaborate and proposes a second

partition of India with new bor-
ders;and migration of the popu-
lation. Now is the time for the
Government of India to state its
position and go into the meeting
with Musharraf with a crystal
clear stand on Kashmir and all
the possible options.

Of course, the counter argu-
ment can be that governments do
not spell out the bottom line
when they are negotiating. But in
this case, what is the government
negotiating? The future of Kash-
mir? And regardless of what
Pakistan and the Hurriyat leaders
might say, tied to this is the
future of India which is far more
important than what happens to a
single state. For the advocates of
Hindutva the Valley is a godsend
opportunity to whip up commu-
nal sentiments, but for those who
still have a dream there are lurk-
ing fears and suspicions which
the antics of this government are,
merely strengthening.

Unfortunately the National

Pakistan has a voice
in the APHC in
Kashmir which it hopes
to strengthen with this
present support. The

government which is =~
trying to buy support
with yet another
dramatic gesture must
take realistic stock of
the situation. After all
its policy on Kashmir
has been just a series
of dramatic gestures:
release of the APHC,
reversal, talks through
emissaries, reversal,
~announcement of
talks with Hizbul
Mujahideen, reversal,
ceasefire, reversal,
invitation to
Musharraf... question
" mark. Dramatics can
appear as substitute
for policy but not for
long. The meeting
with Musharraf
cannot be made
dependent on the PM’s
penchant for drama

arraf

Conference under  Farooq
Abdullah has put itself outside
the mainstream sentiment in
Jamfu and Kashmir. A party
which had the advantage -of

. being pro-Kashmir and at least

not anti-Delhi has been wiped

out as a serious entity in any |

negotlatlons about the state.
Chief minister Farooq Abdullah
who has not taken himself, his

- government, his party or his

people seriously is largely to
blame. But the BJP too is
responsible in completely mar-

ginalising him, and keeping him |

and the National Conference’
entirely out of the picture. He is
not taken into confidence or
consulted on Kashmir any
more, and what he has to say he
shouts from the roof tops for the
media. He has lost the faith of
even those who voted for him,
and as a result can be easily
ignored by the BJP which obvi-
ously has other cards up its dia- |
bolical sleeve.

Yhe government has, in
the process, left itseif
with no voice in Kash-
mir. It rejected Farooq Abdul-
lah’s autonomy report without

ever explaining why. It tried to

open a dialogue with the APHC -

and then set this body aside for
the Hizbul Mujahideen which
has its headquarters in Pakistan.
The ill thought out move back-
fired as the Hizb made it clear |
that it would be led by Islam-
abad and not Delhi. The govern-
ment then again picked up the
Hurriyat and agreed, through
tacit silence, to allow a delega-
tion tovisit Pakistan for talks.
This ran into trouble with the
hardliners, and the APHC was
dropped like a hot potato which,
in Delhi’s reckoning, is now too
cold to be picked up. So there is
this strange situation where the
APHC is being shunned by the
government which was talking
to it every single day just a few
months ago, while on the other’
hand it is being lauded by Pak-
istan as the only representative
of the people of Kashmir.
Instead Pant is floating around
in Srinagar trying to find alter-
natives._ Shabir = Shah, G.M. |
Shah. cannot be . alternatives.
The National Corniference could
have been the alternative at one
point of time. But it is probably
too late to use it to bolster Del- |
hi's arguments on Kashmir,
mainly because under Faroogq
Abdullah it has lost credibility
with the people. The APHC
could have been the other alter-
native  for there are. enough
strains within for the govern-
ment -to have managed very
effectively. The one advantage

-y

. Delhi had over Islamabad in

dealing” with the Hurriyat was
that its leaders are based in
Kashmir. But obviously hard-
line considerations have pre- |
vailed, and in throwing the bath
water out the government has
dispensed with the baby as well.
Pakistan, on the other hand,
has a voice in the APHC in
Kashmir which it hopes' to
strengthen - with this . present
support. The government which
is trying to buy support with yet
another dramatic gesture must
take realistic stock of the situa-
tion. After all its policy on
Kashmir has been Jjust-a series
of dramatic gestures: release of
the - APHC, reversal, talks
through emissaries, reversal,
announcement of talks with
Hizbul Mujahideen, - reversal,
ceasefire, reversal, invitation to
Musharraf... question mark.
Dramatics can appear as substi-
tute for policy but not for long.
The meeting with Musharraf
cannot be made dependent on
the Prime Minister’s penchant
for drama. The General is com-
ing to Delhi to talk. And to talk:
hard on Kashmir. He is not the
kind to flirt with the frills. The

- government is here to protect

not just the interests but the dig- -
nity of India. Can iti/g/
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“Pak Mohajir leader
wants to meet PM

London, June 1 /\/“/ 4 \

ALTAF HUSSAIN, exiled leader
of Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM). spearheading a stir
against the discrimination being
meted out to Urdu-speaking
migrants in Pakistan, plans to
visit India and meet Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
London-based Hussain said he
wanted to visit his ancestral home
in Agra, but declined to spell out
why he wanted to meet Vajpayee.
However, in an interview to a
UK-based TV and radio produc-
tion unit, he said he would write
to the Indian Government seeking
permission to visit the country to
talk to Vajpayee and “explain to
Muslims of India how economic
and human rights of the poor are
being abused in Pakistan.”
Vajpayee’s invitation to Pak-
istani military ruler Pervez
Musharraf for talks was “a good
step towards establishment of

L 9

PAK POET MEETS ATAL ?

ATAL BIHARI Vajpayee on Friday
assured exiled Pakistani poet Aftab
Hussain that he will try to help him
stay on in India beyond the two-
month visa extension period grant-
ed to him this week. The poet, who

is seeking asylum in India, cailed on
Vajpayee at his residence. )

PTI, New Delhi

peace in the region,” he said.
Stating that Musharraf’s deci-
sion to accept the invitation was
a positive sign, Hussain said con-
flicts and disputes could only be
resolved through dialogue.
Sincere and meaningful dia-
logue is the best way to resolve out-
standing issues. This was evident
from the fact that European coun-
tries which had fought each other
in World Wars I and II had now
come together to form the Euro-
pean Union,” he said. PT1 Yz
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Invitation to

q P QMur Staff Reporter H ,,‘ \

BANGALORE, JUNE 1. India and Pakistan should resolve
their differences at the earliest, the former United
States Senator, Mr. Larry Pressler, said here today.

He was talking to presspersons after delivering a
talk on “Making of Telecommunications Policies in
the U.S.” at the National Law School of India Uni-
versity. Mr. Pressler said the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s willingness to hold talks with the
Pakistan Chief Executive, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
was a positive step towards resolving the outstand-
ing issues. ‘‘This India-Pakistan conflict is a tragedy
and the whole world wants the two countries to put
an end to the dispute.”

Asked whether the U.S. would play a mediatory
role in resolving the Kashmir issue, Mr. Pressler said:
“I don't think it could be settled by any outsider.”
India and Pakistan should to find a solution by
themselves. Mr. Pressler said he was glad that the
relations between India and the U.S. were improv-
ing.

The U.S. President, Mr. George Bush, was keen on
strengthening diplomatic ties with India, and Del-
hi’s endorsement of the National Missile Defence
showed that the two were coming closer. “If India
and the U.S. move closer, Pakistan will behave bet-
ter, and China would be put in place.”

He favoured a free trade zone between India and
the U.S., and said this would benefit both, especially
in areas such as information technology and phar-
maceutical. He did not rule out military alliances
vith India. India and the U.S. were “made for each

dHE HINDU

S
Musharraf a

o positive step: Pressler

other” and free trade would create mofe employ-
ment opportunities. He said the labou} unions in
India may see the proposal as a U.S. plah to exploit
the Indian workforce.

On the economic slowdown in the U.S., he said he
did not see a turnaround for the next three years.
Delivering a lecture, Mr. Pressler said the main aim
of the U.S. Telecommunication Act was-to dereg-
ulate the system. The policy had worked well in the
U.S. as telephone taritfs were down. It was difficult
in a developing country such as India to adopt a
deregulation policy. This would take some time.

Mr. Pressler is in Bangalore in connection with his
responsibilities as member of the Board of Directors
of the Infosys Technologies.

U.K. praise for |
peace initiative

LONDON, JUNE 1. Britain today applauded India for

taking the initiative to invite Pakistan military ruler

Gen. Pervez Musharraf for talks and hoped the sum- |
mit meeting would be a ‘‘significant positive” devel- |
opment. ‘I applaud India’s initiative, and Pakistan’s |
constructive response,” British Foreign Secretary, |
Mr. Robin Cook said in a statement. Welcoming
Gen. Musharraf’s acceptance of the Prime Minister,
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee’s invitation for the dialogue, Mr.
Cook said "“such a meeting will be a significant posi-
tive development in India-Pakistan relations, an
will serve to build confidence on both sides.”

o, Fop



INCE IT will be unrealistic to expect
anything more than a frank, and per-
haps occasionally less than cordial,
exchange of views on Kashmir — the
‘core’ issue for Pakistanis — during the
Vajpayee-Musharraf summit, it may be
worthwhile for those at the meeting also to
focus on some of the peripheral issues.
These include freer trade between the two
countries, less travel restrictions, more cul-
tural exchanges, greater confidence-building
measures’'in the military field, perhaps a
gradual disengagement in Siachen and — no
less important — the restoration of cricket-
ing ties. The last can be the easiest to achigve
and may more than fulfil the primary aim of
the other measures — that of introducing an
element of normality in mutual relations.
General Pervez Musharraf’s personal
interest in the game can help to remove the
present hurdles. It is undeniable that more of
these have been erected by India. There is
apparently an element of irrationality also
in.India’s policy in this respect, presumably
because the game has become a victim of a
tussle between the saffron hardliners and

softliners. Otherwise, it is difficult to explain
ol T coT
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Cricket’s road to peag

W
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less popular sports with Paki , like hock-
ey, while studiously avoiding ckicketing con-
tests on one pretext or another. Yhat some of
the excuses like not playing at non-regular
venues make little sense shows that whims,
and perhaps prejudice, rather than any well-
considered approach to the problem deter-
mine the making of policies in this regard.

If cricket between the two countries has
come to resemble gladiatorial contests, as
External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
recently said, it is because they do not play
each other often enough. As some Pakistani
players have said, more matches will take
the tension out of them. In any event, now
that India has decided to take the “high road
to peace”, it will be absurd to keep the lid on
the most popular game in the sub-continent,
which also provides a treat for the entire
cricketing world because of the number of
talented players who are involved. Besides,
with the world Test championships having
begun, and with the World Cup games only
two years away, India would have had to
make up its mind on playipg Pakistan soon
enough. Now is the best ime to do so, with
the atmosphere someyhat less tense than

Eali |

- E e s & B




P
13

Cricket
likely to
figure at
summit

BULA DEVI é'q\\\Xo |

TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE '

NEW DELHI, May 31. —
Kashmir may be General Per- |
vez Musharraf’s main concern, '
but cricket too is close to his
heart. The Pakistan Chief Ex- |
ecutive is likely to take initia-
tive during his Delhi trip to
break the ice in th Indo-Pak
cricket ties. ; \

The Pakistani sports minis—
ter, Mr SK Tressler, has said: .
“Although the issue of Kash- |
mir will top the agenda, the
Chief Executive will talk about
the cricket relations between |
the two countries.”

South Block is abuzz w1thw
speculations about how the
Centre would react to the issue |
that has no place in the eight- |
point composite dialogue
framework. ‘

India has clearly stated that -
all outstanding issues, includ-
ing Kashmir which is the “core
of Indian nationhood” and an
“integral part of India”, could
be discussed at the summit. It
wants the talks to be held
within the eight-point compo-
site dialogue framework. ‘

Since the foreign and defence
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, :
has cautioned leaders against
expecting anything dramatic |
from the summit, will New
Delhi open doors for bilateral .
cricket matches as a soft liner?
How will the hawks in the gov-
ernment react to such a step?

The Union sports ministry |
had said that unless Pakistan '

stopped promoting terrorism in
India, “sentimental and patrio- .
tic” cricket matches would not
be played with that country.
And the Centre believes Paki- .
stan is still abetting terrorism |
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Despite repeated attempts, |
Union sports minister Miss :
Uma Bharati could not be con-

tacted for comments.

India last played Pakistan in |
the World Series Cup in Aus-'
tralia during the 1999-2000.

The last one-to-one series was in
1998, before the Kargil conflict.
The Centre had rejected the

Indian Cricket Board’s plea to ; :
hold Indo-Pak cricket matches N
to raise funds for Gujarat @ i
earthquake victims. The board | 1

also pulled out of another tri- .
angular series in Sharjah, in- |
volving Pakistan and Sri Lan-
ka, in April.

i

¥ See CRICKET: page V
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(Continued from p e 1)

Gen Mushar& is 1 ely to
raise the issue of an Indd-Pak
Test match to be held in
Pakistan in September as part
of the Asian Championship.

Reports from Islamabad last
week said the Indian poard
had agreed to play a*Test
match in Pakistan aftgr 12

. years, ¥

The commitme play vg_as
given in writing by the BCCI
chief, Mr AC Muthiah, 3t &n

 ACC meeting in Lahorey The

board defended its decisign‘by

; saying the Centre’s poligy of
- not allowing Indo-Pak cficket
- matches applies to wonly

bilateral series and %non-
regular venues.

However, now that VMISS
Bharati has pulled up the

. BCCI for taking the decision
i without the Centre’s cofisent,
! doubts have arisen about the

13-17 September match.
7



Report blames

Pak for J &K® <
truce failure Y

HT Corresponden \TN—/ :
New Delhi, May 31 E‘NF’J % ULTRAS’ AMNESTY PROPOSED

PAKISTAN SABOTAGED the
unilateral peace initiative that
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had taken,
the Defence Ministry said in its
annual report released today,
weeks before General Pervez
Musharraf plans to visit India at
Vajpayee’s invitation.

The 128-page report, which
contains a review of India’s secu-
rity environment with particular
reference to its neighbours dur-
ing the year 2000-2001, highlights
Pakistan’s role in the violence in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Pakistan continued with its
hostile approaches and policies
towards India,” the report said,
accusing Islamabad of stepping
up its sponsorship of cross bor-
der terrorism.

Referring to the Prime Minis-
ter’s peace initiative and its three
extensions, the report said that
the people of Kashmir had widely
welcomed the move but terrorists
groups close to Pakistani Intelli-
gence agencies escalated violence.

The ministry report said that
Pakistani troops all along the
Line of Control continued to pro-
vide logistic support to militant
groups sneaking into Indian ter-
ritory with the objective of
enhancing their capabilities to
take on security forces and
attack key installations.

The report said that Pakistan’s
announcment of maximum rest-
raint along the LoC was “clearly
self serving” and did not address
New Delhi’s concern relating to
Islamabad’s continued sponsor-
ship of cross border terrorism.

That Pakistan had stepped up
its patronage of militancy in the
Valley was “clearly indicated” by
qualitative improvement in

ISR

KC PANT has said he had received
suggestions for granting general
amnesty to militants opting for
peace in Jammu and Kashmir and
for involving them in the peace dia-
logue. On whether he plans to hold
talks with militant groups, he said:
“Any militant who wants peace is
welcome. But | prefer not to label
anyone a militant. A militant of
today may not necessarily be a mili-
tant of tomorrow.” PTI, Srinagar

weaponry, communication equip-
ment and training that was made
available to all major Pakistan-
based groups like Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba, Jaish-i-Mohammad and
Karkat-ul-Mujahideen.

It said these groups had organ-
ised suicide attacks and high pub-
licity actions to project Jammu
and Kashmir as a major flash-
point. A conducive environment
was an obvious requirement for a
meaningful dialogue with Islam-
abad, the report added.

Outlining the country’s securi-
ty priorities, the report said
India’s profile of its credible min-
imum deterrent would include
accurate and refined delivery sys-
tems. This is necessary, the report
explained, because an asymmetry
in terms of nuclear forces existed
strongly in favour of China which
was also helping Pakistan to build
a nuclear and missile arsenal.

Maintaining a minimum
deterrent was a “sovereign
responsibility”, the report said.
It highlighted the need for indi-
genisation in armament capabil-
ity in the wake of restrictions on
transfer of weaponry and tecj-
nology, especially those cregfed
by post-Pokhran
imposed by the US.
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/ PM

‘SUMMIT MEETING TIME IN MID-JULY’

wants to give peace

\so another chance: Mahajan

By Our Special Correspondent%vs,

NEW DELHI, MAY 31. For the first time today, the
entire Union Cabinet heard from the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the ratio-
nale behind the invitation to the Pakistan’s
Chief Executive, General Pervez Musharraf.
Mr. Vajpayee is understood to have explained
that the invitation — as well as the calling off
of the “‘ceasefire” in Jammu and Kashmir —
was part of a larger search for peace in the
region, and should be seen as a continuation
of the “Lahore process.”

There was, however, no discussion in the
Cabinet on the subject. The Prime Minister
was heard respectfully. The Cabinet seemed
reconciled to the fait accompli of what has
been seen as a volte face. It was the Cabinet
Committee on Security that had decided on
May 23 to call off the “ceasefire” in Jammu
and Kashmir and invite the Pakistani ruler to
come to New Delhi for talks.

Briefing newspersons after the Cabinet
meeting, the Minister for Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Mr. Pram6d Mahajan, said the Prime

Mlmster ted to give “‘another chance” to
his peace initiative. According to Mr. Mahajan,
Mr. Vajpayee told his Cabinet colleagues that
while India was naturally in favour of engaging
a democratic set-up in Pakistan, it could not
realistically ignore the presence of a military
regime there. In the past, too, India had dealt
with military regimes.

On the decision to call off the “ceasefire,”

the Prime Minister told the Cabinet that the
unilateral restraint the security forces had un-
dertaken (as part of the Ramadan initiative)
was not being reciprocated by the militant
groups, and, in fact, the number of civilians
killed had gone up.
One of the crucial inputs in the May 23 deci-
sion was the perceptions and impressions
gathered by the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.
K. Advani, and the acting Defence Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, when they visited Srinagar
on May 19.

According to Mr. Mahajan, since the Prime
Minister would be having his knee operated
upon on June 7 and would require at least

“three weeks thereafter to recover fully, the

proposed Vajpayee -Musharraf summit should
be taking place in the middle of July. General
Musharraf has suggested four dates — June
20, June 25, end of June or early July — for the
summit. As per Mr. Mahajan’s announce-
ment, the monsoon session of Parliament
could begin on July 23. That means the sum-
mit should take place some time in the sec-
ond/third week of July.

Before the Cabinet meeting, the Prime Min-
ister presided over another high-level meeting
that decided in principle to extend the cease-
fire in Nagaland for one year. The formulation
is that the ceasefire would extend to the Nagas
living in entire northeast, without in any way
constituting a commitment to the concept of
“Greater Nagaland” being demanded by the
dominant rebel group, the NSCN(I-M), head-
ed by Mr. T. Muivah.

The meeting was attended by Mr. Advani,
the Army Chief, the Home Secretary, the Di-
rector of Intelligence Bureau,

Secretary (R)
and Mr. K. Padmanabhaiah, Prime Mipi s
envoy for the northeast.
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K. NATWAR SINGH

“hat we need at the

ministry of exter-

nal - affairs is a

steady hand. Not
someone to whom vaporous
verbalising and pointless pontif-
icating ‘comes with fatal ease.
The Indian external affairs min-
ister has the dubious distinction
of being the only one to have
welcomed the National Missile
Defence proposed by President
Bush on May 1, 2001. One tele-
phone call from Washington
was all that was needed for him
to  thoughtlessly  welcome
NMD

In Washington the political
landscape changed dramatically
on May 24, when Republican
Senator James Jeffords of Ver-
mont announced that he was
leaving the Republican Party
and would sit in the Senate as an
independent. This gave the
Democrats control of the Sen-
ate. This change has been
termed in Washington as “a
political  earthquake”.  The
chairmanship of all committees
of the Senate will now go to
Democrats. Thus, the NMD
could meet the fate of the
CTBT.

Richard Armitage, the US
deputy secretary of state (inci-
dentally, the Japanese foreign
minister, Ms Makiko Tanaka
unceremoniously cancelled her
meeting with him) had given
thefimpression that the Russians
would support NMD. The MEA
gave the same impression at the
end of Russian foreign minister
Ivanov’s visit to New Delhi. It
was actually touted by the
external affairs minister that the
Indian and Russian positions on
the NMD were similar if not
identical. This was not so,
although our guilible media
(there were exceptions) accept-
ed this view. Even then the
external affairs ministgr had to
eat his words in the presence of
Ivanov and change his stance on
the ABM Treaty of 1972 which
he had earlier all but called
something that enshrined the
past.

What is the Russian position
today? On Monday, the 28th,
Mr Ivanov rejected the Ameri-
can proposal to do away with
the ABM Treaty, a core element
of the Bush programme. So
much for our minister for disas-
trous affairs,

rime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s sudden invi-
tation to General Pervez
Musharraf is yet another exam-

LET’S TALK: ‘Gen. Musharraf’s refly conld not but mention Kashmir. Nevevtheless be says that he will

come to Delli with an open mind and would be willing to discuss all aspects of Indo-Pak relations’

dialogue require

-

-ernment  functions.

ple of the erratic manner in
which this NDA alliance gov-
However,
the Congress Party has wel-
comed the invitation to the Pak-
istani CEO. The language in the
Prime Minister’s -letter sum-
moned high and honest impuls-
es from both sides. The enter-
prise on which India and Pak-
istan have now embarked,
requires visionary statesman-
ship, not scoring debating

Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s
sudden invitation to
General Pervez
Musharraf is yet
another example of the
erratic manner in
which this NDA
alliance government
functions. However,
the Congress Party has

welcomed the__
invitation to the
Pakistani CEO. The
language in the Prime
Minister’s letter
summoned high and
honest impulses from
both sides. The
enterprise on which
India and Pakistan
have now embarked,
requires visionary
statesmanship, not
scoring debating points

points. The Jammu and Kash-
mir question is a devilishly
complicated one. Both sides
carry baggage, some of which
will have to be dumped if this
process, set in motion by the-
Indian Prime Minister is to pro-
duce the desired results.
General Musharraf’s reply
could not but mention Kashmir.
Nevertheless he says that he
will come to Delhi with an open
mind and would be willing to
discuss all aspects of Indo-Pak
relations. However, the General
Sahib should do three things,

~ right away. One, tell his foreign

minister and high commissioner
in New Delhi to exercise verbal
restraint. Two, he should pub-
licly state that he does not con-
sider the Simla Agreement and
the Lahore Declaration irrele-
vant. If he does so, then the
right atmosphere for his talks
with A.B. Vajpayee will be cre-
ated. Three, he must without
delay stop terrorist activity in
Jammu and Kashmir. He cannot
have the cake and eat it too.
Thebﬁimla Agreement ensured
peac¥ for 27 years. The opening
para of the Agreement reads:
“The Governmentof India and

* the Government of Pakistan are

resolved that the two countries -
put an end to the conflict and
confrontation that have hitherto
marred their relations and work
for the promotion of a friendly
and harmonious relationship
and the establishment . of
durable peace in the .subconti-.
nent, so that both countries may
henceforth devote their
resources and energies to the
pressing task of advancing the
welfare of their peoples.”

Often it is asked, “why should
we talk to Pakistan?” The
answer is that we have been
doing so for the past 54 years.

Para -6 of the Simla Agreement

states that the two sides would
need to discuss further -the
modalities and arrangements for
the establishment of durable
peace and normalisation of rela-

tioms, including “...a final settle- .

meht of Jammu and Kashmir...”
The Lahore Declaration is an
extension of the Simla Agree-
ment. That is why the Congress
welcomed it. Both were autos-
da-fe-acts of faith. :

W hen heads of

government meet they
normally do not get
into arguments. There
is mutual respect. They
do nothing that could
be termed unseemly. It
would, in my judgment
be sensible to hold a
joint press conference
at the end of their one
to one meeting and
announce that this
process would
continue and that the
two would meet again
in the very near future.
It is obvious that one
‘meeting cannot settle”
one of the most
intractable issues that
any two countries have
had to face. A lot of
hard work is necessary
to rebuild confidence

s vision

One rather extraneous issue
has been raised. How should we
treat this visit and what protocol
should be followed. Is it a state
visit or a working one? These
are not issues of substance.
General Pervez Musharraf is

‘coming to New Delhi at the

invitation of the Prime Minister
of India. He will be our guest.
As a great country we should be
correct, cordial and courteous.
When heads of government
meet they normally do not get
into arguments. There is mutual
respect. They do nothing that
could be termed unseemly. It
wauld, in my judgment, be sen-

. sible to hold a joint press con-

ference at the end of their one to
one meeting and announce that
this process would continue and
that the two would meet again
in the very near future.

It is obvious that one meeting
cannot’ settle one of the most
intractable issues that any two
countrjes have had to face. A lot
of hard work is necessary to
rebuild confidence, to create

"'goodwill ‘and get the people

involved. Let us break down the

wall of suspicion and distrust.

To achieve this, there will have

to be give and take. The Prime

Minister .must consult Qpposi-

tion leaders and former Prime |
Ministers  before  meeting

Musharraf. »

n May 30, 1960, one of
the very great literary
figures of the 20th cen-
tury died — Boris Pasternak.
He was 70. His work had a
marked influence on my intel-
lectual life. In India he is known
only as the author of Dr Zhiva-
go. He was a far greater poet
than a writer of prose. Khr-
uschev’s Soviet Union' forced
him to renounce the Nobel Prize
and hounded him to his death.
On the 30th of May 1 picked up
Meerings with Pasternak: A
Memoir by Adexander Gladkov
(1912-1976) a great friend of
Pasternak who was a splendid
talker with a rich vocabulary.
Gladkov gives many examples
of Pasternak’s spontaneous bril-
liance.-Here is one: - '
“Getting to know yourself is
not an exercise with a foregone
conclusion. You have to take
risks. Taking spiritual risks is
the professional duty of a poet
—- or rather, it is the medium in
which he works, like height for
a steeplejack, mine-fields for a

. sappier or the bottom of W

for a diver...”

of caution to letter
“writer G.S. Hiranyappa
(The Editorial Page,

The Asian Age, May 31) on his
comments on the warm letters
exchanged between Nehru and
Churchill in 1955. A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing.
I am fully aware of Churchill’s
India  record, which s
deplorable and have written

extensively about it. /
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