Meet fails, but govt to go

?’NEW DELHI: Despite failing to reach a\cefl-
sensus on the controversial Prevention of
*’Iérrorism Ordinance (POTO) at an all-party
meeting here on Tuesday night, the government
said it would go ahead with 1ts efforts to turn the
ordinance into law and introduce it in the Lok
. Sabha next week and the Rajya Sabha later.
“There is no question of withdrawing the
ordinance, and government intends to turn it
into law,” Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
said in his concluding remarks at the two-hour-
. long meeting. The government would consider
seriously the amendments suggested by various
political parties and come before parliament,
parliamentary affairs minister Pramod Mahajan
quoted Mr Vajpayee as saying in the meeting.
Mr Mahajan said there were four kinds of
views among political parties with the

While the Congress and some 2ther parties
wanted the bill to be brought after due process
and were against turning the ordinance into law,
some parties came out in total support. Some
others like the TDP and ike NCP wanted suit-
able modifications.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi said, “We
feel there is (a) lot of deficiencies in the ordi-
nance and we do not agree with the position of
the government.” Ms Gandhi said the Congress
had asked the government to start afresh by dis-
cussing with legal luminaries and chief minis-
ters, and formulate a new law. “We are disap-
pointed because (the) government is not pre-
pared to listen to our views,” she said. Congress
deputy leader in the Lok Sabha Shivraj Patil
said the ordinance would infringe upon civil lib-
erties and therefore it was not acceptable.

Samajwadi Party and the RJD saying there w; CPI(M) leader Sommath Chatterjee said all
no need at all for such a law. the Left parties strongly opposed the ordinance

ahead with POTO

and questioned the urgency behind rushing with
the ordinance. “Let it be withdrawn, discuss the
issue with chief ministers and, if necessary, a law
can be framed through consensus,” he said. .
Seeking to allay apprehensions that the anti-
terrorism law would be misused, the PM said
there were courts, the media, human rights
organisations and political parties which would
be working as a watchdog and “therefore there
1s no question of its misuse, nor will we allow it”.
Mr Vajpayee said instances of misuse of laws
that were being cited were nearly 25 to 30 years
old and those conditions were not relevant now.
Home minister LK. Advani dismissed the
opposition charge that the government had
brought the anti-terrorism law in a haste. He
said police as well as army official s were advo-
cating the need for a law to tackle terrorism as
they were finding it difficult to deal with the sit-
uation following the scrapping of TADA. (e
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HT Correspondent , N v
New Delhi, December 30

AT AN all-party meeting con-
vened by the Prime Minister
today, major Opposition parties
shunned the option of a military
initiative against Pakistan and
urged the Government to step up
its diplomatic offensive to pres-
sure it for curbing terrorism.

The emphasis was clearly on
making the full use of diplomat-
ic measures to build up a fa-
vourable opinion for India in the
international community and
expose Pakistan’s charade of cos-
metic steps against terrorist out-
fits operating from its soil.

While none of the parties
made any suggestion for military
action, they did, however, make it
clear that if war is “thrust” upon
India, they would support the
Government in facing it unitedly.

Manmohan Singh told repor-
ters after the meeting that none of
the leaders sought any informa-
tion from Atal Bihari Vajpayee
about military preparations. The
decision of a military interven-
tion was left entirely to the Gov-
ernment’s discretion, he said.

In a presentation before the
Opposition leaders, External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
emphasised that India’s current
military build-up on the borders
was “purely a defensive deploy-
ment... The world must under-
stand that we are not the aggres-
sive party, but the aggrieved
party”, he said at the meeting.

He said the Government was
preparing alist of terrorists and
criminals who had taken refuge
in Pakistan and would forward
it to Islamabad for their extradi-
tion. Officials said the list, apart
from Masood Azhar, Dawood
Ibrahim, Chhota Shakeel, Tiger
Memon and the five hijackers of
1C-814, would also include nine
commanders of Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, three of Harkat-ul-
Jihad-e-Islgmii, and one each of
Lashkar&Tayyeba, Harkat-ul-

Mujahideen and Khalistan LiB-
eration Front.

The conclave was attended by
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Manmohan Singh, Harkis-
han Singh Surjeet of the CPI-M,
A B Bardhan of CPI, P A Sangma
of NCP, Mamata Banerjee of Tri-
namool Congress, Ramgopal Yad-
av of Samajwadi Party, Raghu-
vansh Prasad Singh of RJD, PH
Pandiyan of AIADMK and
Sushil Indora of the INLD. TDP
leader K Yerrannaidu and BSP’s
Mayawati were conspicuous by
their absence.

Another prominent absentee
was Defence Minister George
Fernandes, whom the PM appar-
ently decided to keep away from
the gathering to avoid any con-
frontation with the Opposition.
Vajpayee even told as much to
Sangma and Mamata when they
asked why Fernandes was miss-
ing. He said he did not press for
his presence as he did not want
the Opposition to create an issue
at a time when the country would
have to put up a united front.

A significant decision taken
at the two-hour meeting was that
the Government would send del-
egations comprising its mem-
bers and Opposition representa-
tives to major world capitals to
mobilise opinion in favour of
India in its battle against cross-
border terrorism. .

Briefing reporters after the
meeting, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan said
this was decided on the sugges-
tion of some Opposition leaders.
These joint delegations would
leave by the second half of Jan-
uary and some of them would be
led by the Opposition leaders.

To a suggestion by Mamata
that Sonia should accompany
Vajpayee to the summit, Mahajan
said: “We don’t have any objec-
tion, but the convention and the
system does not allow us to take
the Leader of the Opposition.”

Describing the Opposition’s
approach at the meeting as

“cooperative and highly con-
structive”, he said the leaders
fully supported the Govern-
ment’s actions since the Parlia-
ment attack. They also praised
the diplomatic offensive unvei-
led by Jaswant Singh, he said.
On the issue of the coming
Saarc summit at Kathmandu, the
Opposition leaders did not prof-
fer any suggestion on whether or
not the Prime Minister should
hold talks with President Pervez

National Human Rights Council members pledge to fight m.mw:‘_mq Pakistan-

Musharraf on the sidelines of
the conclave. “The decision rests
entirely with Mr Vajpayee,” said
Manmohan Singh later. Mahajan
said it was still undecided if
Jaswant should meet his Pak-
istani opposite number Abdul
Sattar on the Saarc sidelines.

Pakistani troops, meanwhile,
continued “moderately heavy”
mortar shelling and firing on
Indian positions in Siachen and
Kargil since last night.

) AR
sponsored terrorism in New Dethi on

Advani warning: Describing

Islamabad’s steps against terror-

ist outfits as “a joke”, Homie Min-
ister L K Advani said Pakistan
can even now, give “firm assur-
ance” to the world community
and India that it would stop.abet-
ting terrorism to prevent New
Delhifrom taking any measure at
the “non-diplomatic level”. Stat-
ing that terrorism had crossed
the “Lakshman rekha” with the
Parliament strike, Advani told a

o
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TV channel: “While terrorism is
. dangerous, the most dangerous is
the state which sponsors terror-

ism, arms and finances terrorist
groups.”

Jaish chief in prison

Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Maul-
ana Masood Azhar was today
remanded to 90 days in custody
and shifted from his home town
of Bahawalpur to Mianwali

prison in Sargodha Range. \



By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, DEC. 17. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,
is expected to spell out in Parlia-
ment tomorrow the Vajpayee
Government’s response to the
December 13 terrorist attack. This
will be the first detailed statement
of facts and intent from the Gov-
ernment and would be read care-
fully at home and abroad.

The outline of the Advani state-
ment was discussed today at the
Cabinet Committee of Security,
which met at the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s resi-
dence in the morning. Mr. Vaj-
payee, who presided over the
meeting, was briefed on the latest
in the investigations carried out
so far in connection with the at-
tack. He was also apprised of the
situation on the border with Pa-
kistan.

It is believed that Mr. Advani
would, by and large, “recap” the
incidents of December 13 and the
subsequent breakthrough in the
Delhi Police’s investigations.

Most of the facts have already
been detailed by the Delhi Police
Commissioner, Mr. Ajay Raj Shar-
ma, in his press conference on
December 16.

However, more than the facts
and information it may contain,
the statement would be heard for
its tone. The Prime Minister and
his advisers are believed to have
taken a “deadly serious” view of
December 13, which is not being
treated as any other terrorist at-
tack.

It is learnt that while the Gov-
ernment is determined to tell the
country and the world at large
that the attack on the Parliament
House would not go unanswered,
the inclination for now is to let
diplomacy produce tangible re-
sults. Authoritative sources sug-
gest that the American, the British
as well as the European diplomats
have been quite active and have
been talking to officials in New
Delhi and Islamabad.

Before the Government opts for
“other options,” the expectation
is that Washington and London

would be able to prevail upon the
authorities in Islamabad to act in
a demonstrative manner against
the terrorist groups based in Pa-
kistan. The Vajpayee Government
believes it has produced convinc-
ing proof of the involvement of
Pakistan-based groups and indi-
viduals in the attack, and that the
onus is now on the Musharraf re-
gime to meet the Indian expecta-
tions. The Government has not
taken kindly to the suggestion
from various Pakistani quarters
that the December 13 attack
could have been masterminded
by elements within the Indian
Government.

The Vajpayee Government is
finding itself under pressure to
“act.” For example, Mr. Ramdas
Aggarwal, a national vice-presi-
dent of the BJP, has, in a state-
ment, demanded that ‘‘we march
on the PoK and attack the terror-
ists’ training camps.” The same
demand, more or less, is likely to
be made when the BJP Parliamen-
tary Party meets tomorrow. A
number of ruling party MPs have

Cong.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 17. The Congress today came out
strongly in support of the Government in dealing
with the situation emerging after last week’s
terrorist strike on Parliament, even as the CPI(M)
warned that any military action across the border
could lead to a full-scale war and shift the focus
from India’s strong case against terrorist
activities.

The Congress pledged its support to ‘“any well-
considered step” the Government might
contemplate and take to counter terrorism, the
party spokesman, Mr. S. Jaipal Reddy, said at the
AICC briefing here. He said there cannot be two
views on this and it was for the Government to
take a “strategic decision” on whether terrorist -
camps running across the LoC should be
attacked or not. “Whatever decision the
Government takes, we lend our support.”

On the U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell’s statement, urgihg restraint, the Congress
felt that a sovereign country such as India would
have to take its own decisions, while major
powers such as the U.S., Russia and European
Union would express their views. The party said
it was satisfied with the evidence gathered by
police on the involvement of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed and the Lashkar-e-Taiba in last
week’s attack.

: The Congress also backed the Government
: yg}a&tan should respond to India’s

backs Govt.; CPI(M)
sounds a note of caution

legitimate request for action against the two
terrorist outfits that were given “birth and
nurtured” by the Pakistani agencies. He charged
Pakistan with trying to skirt the issue by
suggesting that the country be made part of an
impartial probe into the dastardly attack.
Pakistan should realise the gravity of the vicious
attack on the supreme symbol of Indian
democracy, the Parliament House.

Reacting to the Union Home Minister, Mr. L.K.
Advani’s criticism about the attitude of the
Opposition, which raised questions soon after the
incident, Mr. Reddy said it was Mr. Advani who
should have exercised restraint. He said Mr.
Advani had launched a “unilateral propaganda
barrage” the same afternoon claiming there was
no breach of security. :

The CPI(M), on the other hand, said the
Government should place the evidence gathered
during investigations before the U.N. and the
world community as this would strengthen the
demand that Pakistan must act against the two
terrorist organisations. “The demand for an
across-the-border military strike is irresponsible
and will not serve the purpose of eliminating the
terrorist organisations. Instead, any military
action, however limited, will spark off a full-scale

ar,” the CPI(M) politburo warned, stating this
would shift the focus away from India’s strong
case against terrorist activities and need for firm
action.

/P/ ECEDENCE FOR DIPLOMACY OVER ‘OTHER OPTIONS’
Advani to spell out Govt....
2 stand in Parliament today'

gg\\l/

already met Mr. Vajpayee, asking
for “action.” However, the Vaj-
payee establishment may find it-
self better prepared to “handle”
the pressure from within its own

Army heightens
vigilance

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI; DEC. 17. The Army is
exercising heightened vigi-
lance in the wake of Thurs-
day’s attack on the Parliament
House. Highly-placed Govern-
ment sources said leave sanc-
tioned for senior officers had
been curtailed. Personnel al-
ready on leave, however, had
not been recalleqd. The armed
forces, while engaged in mak-
ing in-house contingency
plans, had so far not received
any clear-cut political direc-
tive on the future course of ac-
tion, the sources said.

These developments come
amid reports of Pakistani
troop mobilisation along the
International Border (IB) and
the Line of Control (LoC).

The Vice-Chief of Army
Staff, Lt. Gen. N. C. Vij, and the
Vice-Chief of Air Staff, Air Mar-
shal S. Krishnaswamy, attend-
ed today's meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Securi-
ty as both the Chief of Army
Staff, General S. Padmanab-
han, and the Chief of Air Staff,
Air Chief Marshal A. Y. Tipnis,
were out of station.

UNI reports from Jammu:

Indian and Pakistani troops
exchanged heavy firing at vari-
ous border outposts in Jammu
and Kathua districts overnight.
Official sources said the firing

- took place at old Kana Chak,

new Kana Chak, Gole Pattan,
Panjour .and Chinor farm in
Iammu distriet.:

s o B

ranks, now that the Congress has
publicly said it would support
whatever action the Government
may decide to take.

The suggestion from the Left
that India ought to take its case to
the United Nations has not been
dismissed out of hand; for all
practicdl purposes, the Govern-
ment is indeed sharing its con-
cern and evidence with the
“international community.”

War drummers at work: Page 11
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New Delhi, Dec. 13:- Guns
spat. On.gmnom exploded
with a dull thud. Lawmakers
stuck inside thought crack-
ers were going off. .

Outside, on the rim of the
nation’s seat of power, a battle
raged between a group of mili-
tants and guards. India was
shaken to its foundations by a
suicide attack on the red-and-
buff sandstone edifice where
freedom came at midnight.

A handful of militants

stormed the gates of Parliament,

turning the precincts into a bat-
tlefield for close to an hour.

Four militants — said to be
carrying AK-47s and grenades —
were killed in the gunbattle with
the guards and one was blown off
by explosives strapped around
his body. There might have been
a sixth militant who escaped. Six
guards and a gardener died in
the exchange of fire and at least
14 were injured.

First sounds of gunfire
around 11.45 am tore through the
nation’s sense of security and as
news spread of the audacious at-
tack on the heart of the world’s
largest democracy, the: chilling
realisation dawned that nothing
is safe from terrorist attacks.

Three hundred members of
Parliament were inside the

N ?U
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Vajpayee was to come to the
Rajya Sabha, which is entered
through Gate No. 11, but did not
because Parliament was ad-
journed. Kant, Rajya Sabha
chairman, was about to leave
through the same gate, but had
delayed his departure. One of
the cars in his convoy was hit by
the militants’ white Ambas-
sador.

In a televised address to the
nation, Vajpayee said the battle
against terrorism had entered
its last phase and would be
fought in a decisive manner. “For
the past two decades, we have
been fighting terrorism, now the
battle has reached its final
phase.”

After a similar suicide attack
on the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly on October 1, Delhi had
issued warnings of taking the
fight against terrorism into Pak-
istan, citing Washington’s deci-
sion to launch a war in
Afghanistan.

Home minister L.K. Advani,
responsible for internal security;
said after an emergency meeting
of the Cabinet committee on se-
curity: “We willliquidate the ter-
rorists and their sponsors who-
ever they are, wherever they
are.” Echoes of President
George W. Bush there.

Mumbai police said they had
warned the home ministry
about a possible attack on Parlia-

:meﬂ phase: PM

Policemen in action outside Parliament. (AFP)

from him, promised a “hard-hit-
ting response”.

No one has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

President Pervez Musharraf
condemned the attack in a mes-
sage to Vajpayee. “I was shocked
to learn about the attack by
armed intruders on the Indian
Parliament building.”

The militants’ car entered
the complex with red light flash-
ing atop and bearing a home
ministry sticker, later described

as fake. Laden with explosives,
the vehicle was being sanitised
by bomb disposal squad experts.
The car stopped outside gate No.
11 and the militants jumped out,
opening fire.

A meeting convened by the
Speaker decided that Parliament
would meet tomorrow as sched-
uled. Later, a meeting will be
held to decide if the session
should continue until December
21. The Cabinet is also slated to
meet tomorrow.

B INSIDE: ATTACK ON PARLIAMENT &

US speaks
Sept. 11
language

FROM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, Dec. 13: The US
today went well beyond any pre-
vious condemnations of terror-
ist attacks against India when
state department spokesman
Richard Boucher said “those re-
sponsible (for the attack on Par-
liament) should be identified
and quickly brought to justice”.

Previous American state-
ments on incidents of terror
were confined to criticism of
such acts. There was specula-
tion here following today’s state-
ment whether the US would ap-
prove of or at least condone any
retaliation by India against the
Umnvmﬁwm»onm or sponsors of ter-
rorism.

Indians outside the govern-
ment have criticised American
double standards on India when
the US has gone half way round
the world to Afghanistan to re-
taliate against the September 11
attacks.

President George W. Bush
spoke to Prime Minister A.B. Va-
jpayee, condemning terrorism.

Boucher said: “This brutal
assault on the heart of Indian
democracy is an attack on all
democracies.”

Secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell, who spoke to foreign minis-
ter Jaswant Singh, said the US
was determined “to noovmmmﬁm
with India in its fight against

building as gunshots reverberat- ment after the arrest of a sus-
ed and explosives went off. pected al Qaida operative. Ad-
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj- vani acknowledged receiving a
payee and Vice- warning but said
President Krishan ) there was no spe-
Kant escaped cific information.

being caught in Defence minis-
the attack as in the oqﬂ_ﬂﬂwawoﬂﬂ%hwhonﬁ ter George Fernan-
normal course the entire nation des, who will be re-
both might have lieved to see the
been at the spot of v focus of Opposi-
the strikes. AB VAIPAYEE tion attack shifting
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Allies force

Centre to”"

soften ]

HT Correspondent & PTI
New Delhi, December 6

BOWING TO pressure from
major NDA partners like the Tel-
ugu Desam and the Opposition,
the Union Cabinet tonight decid-
ed to amend the controversial
anti-terrorism ordinance by cur-
tailing its operational period
from five to three years and delet-
ing a provision affecting freedom
of Press.

The Cabinet also decided to set
up a judicial mechanism for for-
feiture of properties of terror-
ists, but left the power to attach
such properties to a designated
authority, officials said.

The decision to bring in the
major amendments in Poto, on
which the Opposition and some
NDA partners had expressed
serious reservations, was taken
by the Cabinet at its meeting
presided over by Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee just hours
before he embarked on his five-
day tour of Japan.

The reduction in the sunset
clause on the operational period
of the proposed law had been
suggested by the TDP while the
section relating to forfeiture of
property was put forward by

NCP leader Sharad Pawar during ™

the all-party meeting on Poto
convened by the Prime Minister
on Tuesday.

The Cabinet reduced the oper-
ational period of the proposed
legislation to three years keeping
in view the remaining term of
the present Lok Sabha, which
expires in October 2004, said
sources. They said a decision on
the continuance of the sunset

—va) Qi

Poto

clause should be left to the new
Lok Sabha when it takes over
from the present House.

On deletion of Section 3(§),
dealing with disclosure of jour-
nalists’ sources of information
regarding terrorist activities, the
sources said many political par-
ties — including NDA partners
like the TDP and the Trinamonol
Congress — chjected tr it
media persons, political oppo-
nents and innocent citizens
would fall victim to this clause.
Since there was a general dis-
pleasure over this clause, the
Cabinet decided to delete it total- -
Iy

avine

The Cabinet decided to work
out a judicial mechanism on the
issue of forfeiture of terrorist
properties, leaving the attach-
ment of such properties to the
designated authorities, which
would generally be an officer of
the Joint Secretary rank. The
sources said three sections of the
proposed legislation would have
to be amended for this purpose. -

Other sections of Poto, includ-
ing the provision of bail and the
period by when the accused
would have to be produced before
the designated court, would
remain unchanged. :

The amended version of the
proposed legislation is likely to
be circulated to the MPs by Sun-
day so that the law can be intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on Mon-
day or Tuesday, insiders said.

Asked whether the Cabinet
discussed the possibility of a
joint session of both Houses of
Parliament to get the legislation
passed, the sources said the mat-

ter was not discussed. /

—
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‘Govt may aﬂg,om;g sitting

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 10

" A DAY before the amended Pre-
vention of Terrorism Ordinance
(Poto) is to be introduced in the
Lok Sabha, the Government
today provided enough indica-
tion that it would hold a joint sit-
ting:of the two Houses if the
Rajya Sabha rejects the Bill next
week.

The Bill is expected to be
passed by the Lower House this
week.

“I'would bet on a joint sitting,”
a BJP Cabinet Minister said. The
most likely dates for the conclave
are December 22 and 24.

The BJP has been advocating a
joint sitting to push the Bill

through But today, in a signal
contrary to the one sent out by
the Government and the BJP, a
section within the ruling party
started to argue against the
immediate enactment of the leg-
islation.

This group — essentially from
Uttar Pradesh — feels that it
would pay well if the BJP makes
the Opposition’s blocking of the
legislation as an election plank
in UR.

But BJP spokesperson V K
Malhotra dismissed the idea,
reiterating the party’s keenness
to hold a joint sitting, if neces-
sary, to pass the Bill.

The Government, which had
suddenly become tight-lipped
after its initial reaction, too is

talkmg about the possibility of a
joint conclave.

The final decision would be
taken by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, once the Bill
falls in the Rajya Sabha.

However, feelers are being sent
out to political parties to stand
by on December 22 or 24.

As a BJP leader pointed out, if
the Government would take the
Bill all the way to the Rajya
Sabha, despite its likely defeat
there, it may as well take it to its
logical conclusion by ensuring
its passage in a joint sitting. Oth-
erwise, it need not even bring it
to the Upper House.

At a joint sitting, the NDA’s
overall tally and the AIADMK
and NCP’s support would give

over Poto

9- vy A

POTO the backing of about 433 of
the 782 members.

Though the Government can
revalidate the Ordinance even
after the Rajya Sabha rejects the
bill, it is wary of the President’s
reaction.

Under the Constitution, a joint
sitting can be held if a Bill is
rejected by one House after being
passed by the other, or if the
Houses disagree on the amend-
ments to be made in the bill.

Joint sittings were held in
1959 and 1978 to pass the Dowry
Prohibition and Banking Service
Commission (Repeal) Bills.

The President can call for a
joint session of both the Houses
at a few hours notice when Par-

liament is in session. /
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 3 N #, r@
BOWING TO pressure from the
Opposition and some NDA allies,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee told the Lok Sabha today
that the Government is willing to
consider amendments to the pro-
posed anti-terrorism law and
announced a meeting of Opposi-
tion leaders tomorrow to discuss
the issue.

Responding to an hour-long
impromptu debate during Zero
Hour on certain remarks report-
edly made by him yesterday at
Hyderabad, Vajpayee conceded
that it would have been better if
the Government had consulted
Opposition leaders before pro-
mulgating the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance (Poto).

He said the Telugu Desam,
while supporting the measure at
the recent Chief Ministers’ con-
ference, had expressed reserva-
tions on certain provisions. “The
Government is willing to consid-
er some amendments to Poto,” he
said.

Speaking on behalf of the
Treasnry, BJP member V K Mal-

ATAL BINARI VAJPAYEE

hotra said the PM in his Hyder-
abad speech had meant that the
ISI was fomenting trouble within
the country. “With an eye on the
elections in Uttar Pradesh, it is
the Opposition which is
indulging in politics.” Asking
the Opposition not to play poli-
tics on an issue that threatens
the country’s unity, Vajpayee
said the Congress should tell the

Government about its specmc

g R

objections to the ordinance. He
said the meeting of Opposition
leaders has been convened at 6,30
pm tomorrow, expressing the
hope that a consensus would
emerge in the discussions.

The Opposition was incensed
by Samata Party member Prab-
hunath Singh’s allegation that
“somehow it appears that the
Opposition is linked to terrorists
and the ISI”. This led to a furore,
particularly from Samajwadi
Party members. Order was
restored when Speaker Balayogi
said the objectionable portion of
Singh’s statement would be
expunged.

Denying that during his
speech yesterday at Hyderabad,
he had doubted the patriotism
of Muslims or any other com-
munity, Vajpayee said: “There’s
no question of doubting patrio-
tism of any section.” What he
said was that if the minority
community had any apprehen-
sion on the Poto, this could be
removed, he said, adding, “The
new measure is not aimed at
minorities or any other section,
but meant to target only terror-

ists.”

oto amen(ﬁ]ent Enron files for

hankruptcy,
sues Dynegy

Houston, December 3

SHATTERED ENERGY trade:
Enron Corp filed for bankruptcy
on Sunday and hit rival and one
time suitor Dynegy Inc. with ¢
$10-billion lawsuit for pulling ouw
of alast-ditch rescue merger.

The filing sought protectior
from creditors while Enron, bur
dened with at least $16.8 billior
in debt and obligations, tries tc
reorganise its ruined finances.

The lawsuit, filed in the federa
bankruptcy court in New York
accuses Dynegy of wrongfully
terminating a $9 billion merger
deal. The suit also seeks to stor
Dynegy from exercising its option
to obtain Enron’s Northern Nat-
ural Gas Pipeline. “We are taking
the steps to stabilise our busi-
nesses and enhance our ability to
pay our creditors,” Enron Chair-
man and CEO Ken Lay said.

Dethiled report on Page 12

HE HINDUSTAN TMES
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Vajpayee urges
‘Opp to change

L_\/

%\vstand on Poto

Statesman News Service

HYDERABAD, Dec. 2. — Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee today hinted
that the Centre was willing to
bring changes in Poto and asked
the Opposition to reconsider its
stand on the Ordinance.

Mr N Chandrababu Naidu, he
said, had made some suggestions
on the Ordinance at the recent
chief ministers’ conference in Del-
hi, and “we’re ready to accept
them.”

If there were more suggestions
on how to prevent misuse of the
law, they were wel-
come, the Prime Minis-
ter said. “Our intention
is not to allow misuse of °
the law.” He hoped the
government would be
able to enact the legis-
lation, for it’s time for
unity among political
parties to face the °
threat of terrorism. :

Mr Vajpayee was
speaking at Lal Baha- |
dur Stadium after
launching the Rs 2,000-
crore Valmiki Ambed-
kar Awas Yojana, a cen-
tral housing scheme in
urban slums.

The Prime Minister
alleged the Opposition
was protesting against
Poto because of “politi-
cal considerations”. He
said: “I'm surprised that
some parties, who in their long
tenure have brought laws that
damaged freedom and democracy,
are now opposing a new law... No
attention is being paid to national
security. We too have been in the
Opposition for 40 years, but never
did we allow political considera-
tions to come in the way of nation-
al security.”

The Ordinance was meant for
those’ who were trying to create
anarchy in the country, he said. “Is

it not the Opposition’s responsibil-
ity to strengthen the government’s
hands to fight terrorism? There
could be one government or an-
other, but this government will ful-
fil its responsibilites.”

“We're determined to protect
democracy and not let terrorism
rule. 'm confident political parties
and the Opposition will reconsider
their views.”

He assured the people that Po-
to would not curb their freedom,
nor was it targeted against any sec-
tion of the society.

On the PWG menace, Mr Vaj-
payee said youths were being mis-

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee inauguraies the Indian Schoal of
Business in Hyderabad on Sunday in the presence of
Mr Chandrababu Naidu. - AP/PTI

led to believe that positive changes
could be brought about through
violence. “Violence begets vio-
lence. They are committing mur-
ders and looting properties... It’s a
myth that a new establishment can
be brought about through vio-
lence.”

Several countries, he said, had
ushered in changes through vio-
lence. But “we’ve seen that revolu-
tion paves way to slavery. The
problems were not solved and

freedom was lost. They all had 1o
come back to democracy.”

Mr Vajpayee praised the Andh-
ra Pradesh government for taking
firm steps to tackle the PWG
which, he said, was responsible for
creating disturbances in the neigh-
bouring states too.

The Prime Minister today laid o
string of foundation stones: for the
Rs 295-crore River Musi Conser-
vation Project, for the state’s fi-
nancial district (100 acres have
been allotted for it) and for the In-
surance Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority headquarters.

At another function in the city.
Mr Vajpavee had &
good message for the
youths. India, he said.
was becoming a “young
nation™; 45 per cent of
the people will be in
their twenties 20 years
hence. Several advance
countries will be loaded
with senior citizens by
that time.

“This means that
young Indians, well-
educated in diverse
professions. will be in
great demand as knowl-
edge workers all over
the world. They will al-
so contribute to India’s
all-round national re-
newal,” the Prime Min-
ister said, while inaugu-
rating the International
School of Business
here.

This evolving demographic sit-
uation is yet another compelling
reason for the nation to expand
and improve its education infra-
structure. “I'd like the educational
system in India. both in the gov-
ernment and private sectors, to
gear itself up to tap this great
demographic opportunity.” he
said. He referred to the plan
panel’s recent document on how

to make India a “kpowledge su-
perpower”.
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‘Centre bans
PWG, MCC

under oto

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 5

~A DAY after the Opposition
trashed the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance (Poto), the
Vajpayee Government banned
two radical Left wing group-
ings today under the provisions
of the controversial ordinance
it is seeking to translate into an
Act of Parliament.

The ultra-Left outfits that
have been banned and declared
“terrorist organisations”
under Poto are the People’s War
Group (PWG) and the Maoist
Communist Centre (MCC).

“The Communist Party of
India — Marxist-Leninist (Peo-
ple’s War) and all its formations
and front organisations, and
the MCC and all its formations
and front organisations have
been declared as terrorist
organisations under the provi-
sions of Clause (a) sub-section
(2) of Section 18 of Poto, 2001
with immediate effect,” an offi-
cial release said. The PWG is
just another name for the CPI-
ML (People’s War).

The two banned organisa-
tions can, however, challenge
the Government’s action by
petitioning the Centre, failing
which the ban would come up
for review before a tribunal or
any other “designated authori-

y” headed by a sitting or
retired judge of a High Court.

Condemning the ban, the
Central Secretariat of the CPI-
ML (Liberation) said: “This is
the real face of Poto. It echoes
the real intention of the fascist,
autocratic Government. Our

[
apprehension that Poto will be
used as a political weapon
against the Left and democratic . -
movement has come true.’ :

The Centre’s “expected”
action brings the total number
of .organisations banned under
Poto to 25. Among these are the
Jaish-e-Mohammad, Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba, Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen, Deendar Anjuman, the
Students’ Islamic Movement of
India and several insurgent
groups from the North-east.

The PWG, which is active in
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh,
was banned last year by the
Chandrababu Naidu Govern-
ment in Andhra. The MCC
operates in Bihar and Jhark-
hand, though over the past year,
it has become noticeably active
in certain parts of West Bengal.

There have been persistent
demands from some of the
States affected by ultra Left
extremism for a nationwide
ban on PWG and MCC. Home
Ministry officials, however,
claim that States like Orissa
and Bihar have “done virtually .
nothing to tackle the menace on
their own though law and order
is a State subject”.

The immediate provocation
for the Centre’s action is the
serial attacks by the PWG in
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa.
Home Ministry sources link
this spiral of violence to the
Maoist rebellion in Nepal.

Besides Andhra, MP, Chhat-
tisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
Orissa, the other States affected
by Left extremism are Maha-
rashtra, UP and West Bengal.
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‘MAJOR ROLE FOR INISI%(IN AFGHAN GOVT. FORMATION’

Country fully united on

vay GV

« Kashmir, says Vajpayeew

By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELH|, NOV. 27. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr.'Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day rejected Pakistan’s charge
that India is divided in its ap-
proach on Kashmir, and reaf-
firmed the Government’s
commitment to peaceful relations
with Islamabad. There was no
question of accepting another
Partition and handing over Jam-
mu and Kashmir to Pakistan. The
. people of the State had opted to
be with India, he said.

“The country is fully united on
the Kashmir issue. It will never ac-
cept another Partition,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said winding up the
two-day discussion in the Rajya
Sabha on the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks in .the U.S. and its
impact on India.

The Prime Minister’s observa-
tions came a day after the Pakis-
tan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, spoke of a “division”
within the Government on the
Kashmir issue.

In his 50-minute speech, Mr.
Vajpayee expanded on India’s
policy towards Pakistan, the ap-

proach to the current situation in
Afghanistan and support to the
war against terrorism.

While pointing to the “consis-
tent and positive approach of his
Government’”’ towards improving
relations with Pakistan, Mr. Vaj-
payee said the peace process can-
not be narrowly focussed on the
dispute over Jammu and Kash-
mir. India wanted improvement
in all aspects of bilateral relations,
including trade and culture.

Referring to his visit to the Mi-
nar-e-Pakistan in Lahore, the
Prime Minister recalled his wish
of “peace and prosperity” for the
neighbour. “We can change
friends, but not neighbours,” he
said.

Barring an odd-comment, mis-
sing today was Mr. Vajpayee’s wit.
He expressed a feeling of hurt
over the charges levelled by the
Opposition that his Government
had put India’s self-respect at
stake while dealing with the U.S.
after September 11.

The Prime Minister took seri-
ous objection to the Samajwadi
Party leader, Mr. Janeswar Misra’s

comment that he (Mr. Vajpayee)
had pleaded with the U.S. Presi-
dent, Mr. George Bush, ‘“‘with
folded hands”, complaining
about Pakistan's role in the attack
on the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly. “No one talks of a Prime
Minister of a country of 100 crores
in that fashion,” he said.

“We have dealt with the U.S. on
equal terms. After [ wrote to the

. When PM forgot Jaswant’s
portfolio: Page 13

U.S., warning that our patience
was being tested, the situation
changed rapidly. There is no
ground to doubt the patriotism of
any party,” he said and urged the
country to present a united face.

Meeting with Musharraf

On the prospect of a dialogue
with Gen. Musharraf on the mar-
gins of the SAARC meeting in
Kathmandu in early January, Mr,
Vajpayee said a chance meeting
between the two could take place.
“If the SAARC meeting is held at
Kathmandu, and if I go there and

if General Musharraf comes, then
we could meet casually (chalte-
chalte},” Mr. Vajpayee said.

On Afghanistan, the Prime Min-
ister denied that he ever support-
ed any move to accommodate the
“moderate” Taliban elements,
but said efforts could be there to
help those whose voice was stifled
by the Taliban. He agreed with
the Leader of the Opposition, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, that the future
government in Afghanistan must
be broadbased, neutral and non-
aligned and one that did not allow
use of its soil for carrying out ter-
rorist acts against India.

e

India would have a major say in
the formation of a new set-up in
Afghanistan while maintaining
that any move to split that coun-
try would not be a solution to the
problem. The Government had
condemned the killing of inno-
cents in the bombings. Terrorists
could have prevented the suffer-
ing of women and children of Af-
ghanistan if they had owned up

their acts. Now the Tghtban is on
the run, he said.
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<" Amendments if necessary, says PM

g
o) By Our Special Corrg.};p(}ndent rM \\

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. The Prime Minister, M
Atal Behari Vajpayee, today strongly defende
his own decision to re-induct Mr. George Fer-
nandes into the Union Cabinet without wait-
ing for the Venkataswami Commission to
complete its inquiry into the Tehelka affair,
the scandal that had earlier led to Mr. Fer-
nandes’ exit from the Government.

In fact, it seems that Mr. Vajpayee went out
of his way to give Mr. Fernandes a “totally
clean chit” saying his decision was taken after
“deep thinking” (soch samajh ke). The de-
fence came ‘suo motu’ when he addressed the
Parliamentary Party meeting of the Bharatiya
Janata Party this morning although no mem-
ber raised the matter.

He also defended the Government decision
to promulgate the Prevention of Terrorism Or-
dinance (POTO), charging that the Opposi-
tion’s motives in countering the proposed
legislation were “purely political.” He sig-
nalled that he would be calling an all-party
meeting to discuss the controversial ordi-
nance later and also stated that the Govern-
ment was willing to consider amendments, if
necessary.

At the same time, the BJP spokesperson, Mr.
Vijay Kumar Malhotra, later made it clear to
reporters that the party was itself trying to see
POTO in a political way. “If POTO falls, it will
bring political advantage to us, for the BJP will
say that the Government wanted tp crush ter-
rorism, but the opposition parties prevented
us,” Mr. Malhotra said. His remarks were in
line with the earlier party posture — opposi-

The Samajwadi Party leader,

Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav, (second from
left), and his party MPs, protesting
against the POTO outside Parliament in
New Delhi on Tuesday. — AFP

tion to POTO was equal to appeasement of
terrorists. Mr. Malhotra, who briefed the press
about the Parliamentary Party meeting was
asked whether the National Human Rights
Commission’s ob)ectlons to the draconian law
were also political in nature. He dismissed this

by saying that ‘“‘the Commission was not a
political party” and that “the Commission’s
word is not the last word.” Government sourc-
es later indicated that an all-party meeting on
POTO will be called at during the end of No-
vember or early December after the National
Democratic Alliance arrives at a decision on
amendments to be made to POTO. Now, the
thinking is veering round making it compulso-
ry to present a person arrested under POTO
before a magistrate within 24 hours, instead of
the 48 hours in the current ordinance.

A second amendment could delete a con-
troversial clause under which it was feared ac-
tion could also be taken against journalists for
withholding information they may gather dur-
ing the course of their professional work. It
seems that several allies and supporting par-
ties, including the Telugu Desam Party and
the MDMK, are insisting on these changes.

The Prime Minister is also reported to have
briefed the Parliamentary Party about his re-
cent three-nation tour. He claimed that after
September 11, Indian diplomacy had be??//l’
“big success” while Pakistan, which was“fac-
ing serious difficulties, had failed. Mr. Vaj-
payee claimed that India was very much a part
of the global fight against terrorism.

The issue which agitated members, and it as
raised, was the condition of the minority com-
munity in Bangladesh. Members talked about
the raping of women and the feeling of fam-
ilies, and they were assured that protests had
been lodged with the Bangladesh Government

as well as with the co ’s High Commis-
sioner here.
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Maneka sulks: ‘ on't kn

B | am happy to get it back, says Jagmohan, Tourism and Cult re have always gone together

. Q secretary, it has always been an

VRINDA GOPINATH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 19

N
-

A day after Prime ﬁinister
Atal Behari Vajpayee took
“away the Culture portfolio
from her and handed it over to
Tourism Minister Jagmohan,
Maneka Gandhi said she had
no idea why she had been di-
vested of the charge. She also
appeared bitter about her new

| portfolio of statistics and pro-
gramme implementation, com-

funds and even an office.
“Programme implementa-

tion and statistics never existed

as a ministry. Although it has a

plaining that it lacked staff,

appendage of a main ministry. I
have no idea where to go and
what to do,” said Maneka who,
as Environment Minister in the
National Front government,
had the portfolio as an addi-
tional charge even then.

Jagmohan, who had always
maintained that Tourism and
Culture were inseparable de-
partments, appeared pleased
with the turn of events. “I am
happy to get the Culture de-
partment = back. - After all,
tourism and culture have al-
ways been together,” he told
The Indian Express. -

His first public appearance

after being given charge of Cul-

ture was at this eveniny’s inau-

guration of the new Kala Nidhi
and Kala Kosha complex of the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for Arts (IGNCA).

Jagmohan said his first prior-

ity would be to clean monu-
ments and their surroundings.
“Iwant to rid our heritage spots
of beggars and touts so that they
do not drive away the tourists.”
To add to the political buzz,
Prime Minister Vajpayee today

. joined Maneka’s estranged sis-

ter-in-law and Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi in inaugp-
rating . the new -IGNGA
complex. In the Lok Sabha,

: where to g0’

too, Vajpayee made that extra
effort to walk across and ex-
change pleasantries with Sonia
soon after the winter session
got underway.

Still smarting from her ouster
last year as lifetime president of
the IGNCA, Sonia reminded
Vajpayee, that “if this centre is
run in th8%ye spirit of auton-
oomy, if this centre functions pro-
fessionally, if this centre does not
fall victim to partisan politics, I
believe we would all have done

- justice to Rajiv’s vision and In-

dlra Gandhl’s 'bequest It is so

cre-




A Va]payee announcés
projects for " Punj ab

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AMRITSAR, Nov. 18. — The.
Prime Minister today announced

major developmental projects for
Punjab. He was addressing a
i huge rally to mark the bicente-
nary celebrations of the corona-
tion of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
Union ministers Mr SS Dhind-
' sa, Mr Anant Kumar, Maj Gen D
C Khanduri and Mr Vijay Goel

treatment.

M FRACTURES LEG

AMRITSAR, Nov. 18. — The
Punjab chief minister, Mr
Parkash Singh Badal, fell in
the bathroom and fractured
his left leg today. He was
flown to New Delhi for

Mr Badal had to cancel all his
engagements, including his

Mr Parkash Si gh Badal was
absent from the function be-
cause of an injury. His son, Ra-
jya Sabha member and former
Union minister Mr Sukhbir
Singh, read out his address to
the audience.

Mr Sukhbir Singh Badal
stressed that Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s policies of tolerance and
secularism were much needed
these days. Referring to political

| were present. Dr Farooq Abdul- | participation in the bi- | opponents Congress and Panthic

| lah and Mr OP Chautala also at- | centenary celebrations of | Morcha, he said these parties
tended the rally. coronation of Maharaja Ranjit | were out to destablise hard-won
Senior BJP and Akali Dal lead- | Singh. — PTI peace and stability in the state.

| ers were also present.
| Major projects for the state include : Rs 450
| crore for the four-laning of the Jalandhar-Amrit-
sar highway and the Jalandhar-Pathankot high-
' way.
The Jalandhar-Amritsar highway is to be re-
named as Maharaja Ranjit Singh Marg.
Another Rs 201 crore has been allotted for de-
velopment of water supply in towns in the state.
Separate grants have been made under the Val-

miki-Ambe Housing scheme for dalits and a
software jechnology park for Jalandhar city.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee also
spoke of the “true secularism” and amity preva-
lent in Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s days.

Speakers stressed on “positive reporting” by
journalists. BJP leaders reminded people of the
peace and brotherhood in the state “after” the
Akali-BJP alliance came to power.

The SGPC chief, Jathedar JS Talwandi, Mr OP
Chautala and others directly appealed to the
masses to vote for Akali-BJP glliance in the As-
sembly polls in the state degpite the occasion be-
ing a state function.

THE STATESMARN
14 NOV 10



By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NoV. 17. The Centre was
rebuffed today in its efforts to se-
cure an unambiguous consensus
on the controversial Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance (POTQ) as
the Congress Chief Ministers
made it clear that it was unac-
ceptable to them in its proposed
form.

The Chief Ministers’ confer-
ence on Internal Security here

i failed to yield the kind of endorse-
i ment the Government was hop-
| ing for. In fact, the day was saved
only by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, who prom-
ised to call an all- party meeting.

Later, sufficiently worried over
the Congress Chief Ministers’ op-
position to the ordinance, Mr.
Vajpayee invited the party presi-
dent and Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Ms. Sonia Gandhi, for a
face-to-face discussion at his resi-
dence. He was assisted by Mr.
Arun Jaitley, Union Law Minister,
while Ms. Gandhi was helped by
Dr. Manmohan Singh. The Gov-
ernment side was reportedly feel-
ing much better after the meeting.

However, the Union Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, later
told reporters that he was satis-
fied that a national consensus was
in the making in favour of a spe-
cial legal framework against ter-

POTO: Sonia’s polite ‘no’ to PM

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, NOV. 17. A last-minute bid by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, failed to dissuade the Congress president, Ms. Sonia
Gandhi, from opposing the controversial Prevention of Terrorism
Ordinance (POTO).

Sources said that on Friday, ahead of the crucial meeting of the
Congress top brass, Ms. Gandhi was approached for a meeting with
the Prime Minister on the issue.

While she agreed to the meeting, she made sure that it did not
come in the way of her party’s stand on the ordinance.

After a three-hour parley involving the Chief Ministers of the States
where the party is ruling and other senior party leaders, the party
decided to oppose the legislation.

Ms. Gandhi, accompanied by the Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Dr. Manmohan Smgh, had an hour-long meeting today
with Mr. Vajpayee.

The Union Law Minister, Mr. Arun Jaitely, was the only other repre-
sentative from the Government side. The meeting appeared to have

e little to persuade Ms. Gandhi to change her mind.

According to a senior Congress leader, she politely told the Prime
| Minister that she could make no commitment and advised him to
involve all the Opposition parties in the consultation process and to
begin the exercise again.

She made it clear that the manner in which the Government had
promulgated the ordinance was like presenting a fait accompli,
which the Congress was not prepared to accept.

e PM FOR ALL-PARTY MEETING |

, Bid for consensus on
" POTO suffers setback '

rorism. Earlier, he had fodcefully
argued in favour of the proposed
law and asserted that the country
was determined to banish terror-
ism.

He was, he said, ‘“pleasantly
surprised” to find that there were
not too many differences on PO-
TO but the Chief Ministers did ex-
press their reservations on at least
two counts. They were sore over
the Centre’s failure to have dis-
cussions before promuilgating
POTO and appeared cut up with
the Government for not discuss-
ing it with the Opposition at any
stage.

Pointing out that discussions
had been held on various fora,
Mr. Advani said even now the
Government was contemplating
discussions with political parties
before the debate on POTO came
up in Parliament.

Briefing presspersons on the
deliberations of the Chief Minis-
ters’ conference, he said the out-

standing feature was the
“uniformly  constructive  ap-
proach.”

However, the Centre’s proposal
to set up a federal crime fighting
agency had been rejected by the
Chief Ministers. “There was no
agreement on federal crime fight-
ing agency earlier and there was
no agreement today also,” Mr.
Advani said.

“Everybody agreed that there is
a need to rise above party lines
and we must meet challenges of
the situation as one strong and
united nation. Most of the Chief
Ministers emphasised the threat
of terrorism that the country is
facing but the most impassioned
plea was made by the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah,” Mr. Advani said.
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Atal’ veiled attack on Pak at UN |

S Rajagopalan
United Nations, November 10

IN AN oblique attack on Pak-
istan’s duplicity on terrorism,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee today asked the interna-
tional community to firmly
rebuff any ideological, political
or religious justification for the
menace.

All “self-serving arguments”
to justify terrorist action in
some places while condemning

it elsewhere should reJecte?
Vajpayee said in his address to
the 56th UN General Assembly
session. Without naming Pak-
istan, he drew the world body’s
attention to “some States follow-
ing a policy of sponsoring and
sheltering terrorists”.

The session got under way
with a rallying call by US Presi-
dent George W Bush to pursue
the ongoing global campaign
against terrorism to its very
end. “Every nation has a stake

in this cause. As we meet, the
terrorists are planning more
murder, perhaps in my country,
perhaps in yours.”

Despite the professed joint
battle, the inherent contradic-
tions were coming to the fore,
raising questions of credibility.

Bush opted not to meet Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat, the
ostensible cause being Palestin-
ian justification of the actions
of antiIsrael organisations
such as the Hezbollah.
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~Kalam quits

W '
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA g\%ursuing academic int-\ visiting 3; mstitu

NEW DELHI, Nov. 10.
— Dr APJ Abdul Ka-
lam has resigned as the
principal scientific .ad-
viser to the govern-
ment. The former Ato-
mic Energy Commiss-
ion chairman, Dr R

Chi@anibaram, ™ W™ J6iH the IS¢ a8 a gi& '
e

succeed him.

The Prime Minister

has accepted Dr Ka-
lam’s resignation and
he will be demitting the
office on 12 November,
an official announce-
ment said. Dr Chidam-
baram’s appointment
would take effect from
the date he assumes
the charge, it said.

Dr Kalam, regarded
as the father of missile
system in India, is
presently out of Delhi.
Sources close to him
said he was keen on

pa

WV

erests and helping sci-
entists across the coun-
try in developing their
research capabilities.

In Bangalore, the
director of the Indian
Institute of Science, Mr.
Goverdhan Mehta, said
Dr Kalam wanted to

fessor emeritus.
Indian Space Research
Organisation had com-
municated this in a for-
mal letter of request to
the institution.

Mr Mehta, however,
added that no decision
had yet been taken as
there had been no
direct communication
or intimation to that
effect from Dr Kalam
himself. “We have to
see the institutional
mechanism as it has
yet to be established
whether he will be a

office

“iEenéigy p

NV
avh

professor,” he said. ti;

He explained that the
Isro Distinguished Pro-
fessor’'s Chair, named
after Brahma Prakash,
a noted scientist in the
field of metallurgy who
also played:a vitak ro
in develaping the atom-
grammeé in
India, was instituted by
the department of |
space and Isro.

As such, it’s a totally
different department
and, in fact, Dr Kalam
was the occupant of the.
chair for many years
though he wasn’t a “vis-
ible scientist”, Mr
Mehta said. .

He said it wasn’t yet
known when Dr Kalam
wanted to start with
his new phase as there
was no further develop-
ment after receiving
the letter from Isro.
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terrorism, says Advani

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 7. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. L.K.Advani,
today said the ‘‘dynamics” of
world events after September 11
may well ensure the end of state
funding of terrorist activities (by
Pakistan in Kashmir) and “it will
become difficult for any country
to adopt terrorism as a state pol-
icy for achieving political ends
against a neighbour.” That would
change the situation fundamen-
tally, making it easier for India to
fight terrorism and the proxy war
that has been waged against it for
over a decade.

At the same time, he asserted
that India put no conditionalities
for its support to the global fight
against terrorism (unlike Pakis-
tan) for, ‘‘we believe our terrorism
is our problem and we will suc-
ceed.”

Mr. Advani told the Social Edi-

tors’ conference here this evening
that some changes had Gecummed
in the overall situation after Sep-
tember 11. Although in the initial
phase of the global war against
terrorism, the U.S. did not want to
“clutter” its objective of getting at
Osama bin Laden and the Al-Qae-
da network in Afghanistan, more
recently it was willing to look at
the problem in totality and was
not shy of mentioning terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir. In fact,
even the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, was forced to
condemn the October 1 attack on
the State Assembly as an “act of
terrorism.”

India’s message was able to go
through. On September 11 the
terrorists had chosen for attack
the World Trade Center, symbol
of America’s commercial might,
the Pentagon, the seat of its de-
fence establishment, and had tar-
geted (although missed) the
White House, the office of the U.S.
President. On October 1, the ter-
rorists in Kashmir attacked the
Jamimu and Kashmir State As-

sembly, the seat of democracy.

If Pakistan were to change its
stance towards support for terror-
ism as a result of events after Sep-
tember 11 India would welcome
it, he added.

The Minister went over the
problem of militancy, he defend-
ed the Prevention of Terrorism
Ordinance (POTO), and he point-
ed out that even before Septem-
ber 11, India had been trying to
make everyone realise that terror-
ism would sooner or later pose a

eAember 11 this had dawned on

erica. ‘‘September 11 made

em see what we have been try-

irdg to make them see,” Mr Advani
said.

Even in the changed situation,
Mr. Advani did not see the com-
plete end of terrorism in India, es-
pecially Jammu and Kashmir. But
certainly, without state funding,
without its backing, terrorism
would lose its fangs and could be
easily tackled. That was Mr. Ad-
vani’s view.

problem to the entire world. Even
the U.S. was warned that distance
would not make it secure against
terrorist attacks. But only after

In response to a question, he
said even in the north- east, the
organisations there were trying to
network with the ISI of Pakistan.

‘POTO will protect policemen
acting in good faith’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 7. The Union Home Minister, Mr L.K.Advani, today
indicated that the Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance would be taken
up during the “second or third week” of the winter session of Parlia-
ment. “I will ask the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs to place it
then,” he said, adding that the consultative committee attacked to the
Home Ministry would discuss POTO in its meeting in the first week of
the session starting November 19.

Mr. Advani confirmed that while speaking at the national executive
committee of the Bharatiya Janata Party at Amritsar last week he had
said that those who opposed POTO would be “wittingly or unwitting-
ly” helping terrorists and making them happy. He was asked a ques-
tion by reporters on the Law Minister, Mr. Arun Jaitley, having quoted
him as saying “wittingly or unwittingly those who oppose POTO were
appeasing terrorists,” and today Mr. Advani said what he did say
amounted to the same thing.

However, at Amritsar, the party president, Mr. Jana Krishnamurthi,
had denied that the Home Minister had said this (which amounted to
blackmail of the opposition parties).

Mr. Advani today added — while speaking at the Social Editors’
Conference — that POTO would “protect” policemen from being
hauled for “technical violations of human rights,” but he did not
clarify what those “technical violations” were. His view was that just
as in times of war armymen were protected and fundamental rights of
citizens took a back seat, police needed that protection to fight a
proxy war effectively. What was important was whether the actions of
the police were mala fide or not. If some “mistakes” were committ
while taking action in good faith, he felt that the judiciary should geke
a lenient view of the matter.
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Govt. bid to alla

By Our Special Correspon nt\

NEW DELHI, NOV.6.Inabid toe
its strategy to take on the Opposx~
tion in the coming winter session
of Parliament during a debate on
the Prevention of Terrorism Ordi-
nance (POTO) and dispel misgiv-
ings, the Government today held
a briefing for the partners of the
ruling NDA coalition, a few Cen-
tral Ministers and select BJP MPs.
The briefing and the meeting at
the North Block was convened by
the Union Home Minister, Mr.
LK. Advani. The presentation at
the meeting, lasting for two

hours, was accompamed by a
slide show in which several provi-
stions of POTO and the notions
against it were explained by the
senior Home Ministry officials.

Emerging out of the meeting,
the Union Law Minister, Mr. Arun
Jaitley, sought to allay the appre-
hensions voiced by the Opposi-
tion parties, saying these were
misplaced and based on “factual-
ly incorrect” information.

“Statements by political leaders
in this regard are being made
without reading the law. There
are no such provisions in POTO

like lsclosure of source by jour-
nalists or the onus of proof being
on the accused,” Mr. Jaitley told
reporters.

Mr. Nitish Kumar, Railways
Minister and senior Samata Party
leader, a key ally of the NDA, said
that several misplaced notions
were dispelled at the meeting.
Several of the provisions were en-
tirely different than the lapsed-
TADA and did not sound “very
harsh.” The Opposition’s tirade
against the ordinance was based
on ‘“‘non-existent issues” and the
Law Commission had played a vi-

Y, fears on POTO

tal role in drafting the provisions.
The meeting was attended by the
BJP president, Mr. Jana Krishna-
murthy, and the Central Minis-
ters, Mr. Omar Abdullah, Mr. Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Mr. Chaman Lal
Gupta, Mr. Ved Prakash Goel and
Mr. O. Rajagopal. From the allies
only Mr. Nitish Kumar and Mr.
Omar Abdullah (National Confer-
ence) could attend the meeting as
other leaders were said to be out
of Delhi. From the BJP, Mr. Sunil
Shastri, Mr. Vijay Kumar M3fho-

tra, and Mr. Kirti Azad, attend’@

More reports on Page 15
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St. Petersburg, Nov. 5: With the

FROM K.P.NAYAR (-\/ \

ter century, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee is seeking to radi-
cally transform India’s decade-old
relations with Russia.

Recognising the post-Soviet
era trend of devolving greater
power to Russia’s vast, resource-
rich regions, Vajpayee, on the sec-
ond-day of his visit here, made an
all-round push for greater visibili-
ty for India in the northwest re-
gion of Russia.

This region, which includes
St. Petersburg, six provinces and
three republics, has become im-
portant with Putin, a native of
this city, becoming Russia’s Presi-
dent. Fifteen of Putin’s Cabinet
members are from St. Petershurg.

If India intends to strengthen
itseconomic, cultural and defence
relations with Russia, nurtured
during the Soviet era, a deeper bo-
nd with this country’s northwest
is vital. A quarter of all of Ru-
ssia’s exports to India come from
this region. As much as 12 per
cent of India’s exports to Russia
are also absorbed by this region.

Russia’s northwest is also ¢ru-
cial for India as New Delhi re-
builds its defence ties with Mos-

experienceof hindsightof aquar-

cow. Three frigates ordered by the
Indian Navy as part df this pro-
cess are now under construction
in St. Petersburg. Similarly, two
submarinés for the navy have
been refitted here. Sensitive parts
for a nuclear power plant being
built in Tamil Nadu with Russian
collaboration are also manufac-
tured in St. Petersburg.

The last time Vajpayee visited
St. Petersburg was a quarter cen-
tury ago. Russia was then a very
different place. Everything was
centralised and controlled from
Moscow.

But in recognising the change
and responding to it by visiting St.
Petersburg, Vajpayee is setting in
motion a change in India’s Russia
policy which will have a lasting
impact on bilateral relations.

He broke a taboo of 74 years of
the Kremlin’s Communist rule
when he opened an exhibition of
Prince Dimitri Soltikov’s water
colours and lithographs on India
at the Russian Museum here.
Prince Soltikov, a relative of the
Czar, made two visits to India be-

- tween 1841 and 1847 and the litho-

graphs and water colours are the
results of those visits.

Although these works of art
are anti-colonial, reflecting an un-
sympathetic attitude towards

Bihari Vajpayee inspects a guanl of honour after his arrival in Moscow. (Reuters)

N Vajpayee’s courtship
" begins in northwest

British rulers in India, the com-
munists in Moscow never allowed
these to see the light of day beca-
use of Soltikov’s princely descent.

When Vajpayee opened the ex-
hibition today, Soltikov’s works of
art were seen by the Russian pub
lic for the first time.

On the occasion of his visit,
the Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural
Centre, which is part of the Indi-
an embassy in Moscow, signed
memoranda of understanding
with four Russian institutions to
promote Indian studies. These in-
stitutions, which will have chairs "
for Indian studies, are from Vladi-
vostok in the east to Moscow, St.
Petersburg and Tatarstan.

Vajpayee addressed a meeting
of Indologists here and assured
them that “there is something in
the relations between India and
Russia that defies time and tide”.

The Prime Minister spoke of a
little-known fact that a Russian
was the first European to set foot
on Indian soil. Six years before
Vasco da Gama arrived in 1498, a
Russian traveller, Afanasy Niki-
tin, had travelled to India.

Soon after Vajpayee’s arrival
in Moscow, six agreements were
signed between various Indian
and Russian agencies. They in-
cluded banking and credit deals.




Vaj payee velled

Warmng to

HT Correspondent 9
Somenath, October 31

IN A veiled warning to Pakistan,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee today said none should be
under the illusion that India can
be divided again. India is known
for her tolerance, but she can res-
pond properly with her alert mil-
itary and dependable scientists.

Giving a befitting reply to
President Parvez Musharraf’s
recent chudiyan comment, Vaj-
payee said one must remember
that along with bangles, Indians
also wear kadha, a symbol of
masculinity and bravery.

Without mentioning Mushar-
raf, he said India is ever ready to
face any challenge aimed at
dividing the country. The acces-
sion of Kashmir to India is final
and another partition would not
be allowed, he added.

He was addressing a public ra-
1ly on the conclusion of the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of the
Somenath temple reconstruction
here this afternoon. It was from
this temple that the BJP had
started its historic ‘rathyatra’ to
Ayodhya that finally catapuited
the party from the periphery to
the centre-stage of Indian poli-
tics. Union Home Minister L K
Advani, who had led the ‘rathya-
tra’, was also present at this
largely BJP function.

Paying tribute to Sardar Patel
on his 125th birth anniversary,
Vajpayee said it was the Iron

v(\’ )

Pak

((

GENERAL THREATENS I'A‘( WITH ‘ACTION

GOC-IN-CHIEF Lt-Gen R K Nanvatty on Wednesday warned that the Army
could take “appropriate action” against Pakistan if it persisted with aiding and
abetting terrorism in J&K. He saw similarities in the current situation and the
one on the eve of the 1965 Indo-Pak war. “The situation now is not entirely dis-
similar to what it was in August 1965 when we were forced to undertake a limit-
ed conventional war in Haji Peer.” He was delivering the keynote address at a
seminar on The Jammu and Kashmir — the Way Ahead in Jammu.

But Gen Nanvatty said the situation has strategically altered because of the
nuclearisation of the subcontinent, but the “space exists for limited military
operations”. “| have a message for Pakistan Army. We are committed to
restraint on the LoC and actual ground position on Siachen glacier,” he said. “{f,
however, Pakistan Army indulges in hostile actions like infiltration, sabotage
and raids in clear violation of the Simla Agreement, we reserve the right to take
action against the Pakistan military and terrorists as deemed appropriate.”

Tracing the roots of the problem of insurgency in Kashmir, the General partly
blamed Pakistan and partly the “failure of the nation to address the aspirations
of some sections of people in Kashmir”,

Saying that two factors could contribute to restoring normalcy to J&K, he
urged the need to look beyond the “number of terrorists neutralised”, One is to
make Pakistan desist from continuing cross-border terrorism and exploiting the
situation for its geostrategic ends and second is to fulfil the aspirations of the
people of the State. HTC, Jammu

Man who prevented the nation
from being fragmented into hun-
dreds of independent states. The
ancient Somenath temple would
not have been here today but for
Sardar Patel’s efforts to recon-
struct it from ruins.

In an oblique reference to the
Taliban and terrorism, the Prime
Minister said idol-destroyers
would meet the same fate as the
destroyers of the temple.

Setting the tone for the meet-
ing, Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi said for India,

terrorism had started in 1026 AD
when the tempie was destroyed
by Muhammad Ghazni. Respond-
ing to popular demands, Vajpayee
announced that Somenath would
be linked with broad-guage ! raxl

e ek S A tore pilgrd

visit it. He also promised Centra'I" T
aid for the development of this
part of Saurashtra.

Besides attending a puja at the
temple, the EM inaugurated a
drinking water project and laid
the foundation for the Moraj
Ghat at the Triveni Sang

m

e

R



PM calls
|

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 27, The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has called an all-party meeting on
Tuesday to discuss the fast-
changing situation in the region,
especially in the context of the
U.S. military campaign in Afghan-
istan. s Vi QW

The idea is to make one-more
effort to generate a kind of con-
sensus behind the Government’s

Though the Oppk‘sx(}lbx‘ partibs
have not openly opposed the Vaj-

payee Government's distinctly

pro-U.S. stance, they have not en-
thusiastically endorsed the Gov-
ernment either.

all-party meet |

stance on the Afghan crisi {0
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“Ayodhya test for

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN AND
KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Oct. 18: A day after
marching into the makeshift tem-
ple at the disputed site in Ayod-
hya, amilitant VHP dared the gov-
ernment to take action against its
leaders who had flouted a
Supreme Court order.

The VHP threw the challenge
hours after Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee admitted to reporters in
Chennai that security in the Ram-
janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid com-
plex was “slack” and needed to be
tightened. Vajpayee also said such
“mishaps” should not recur.

Official sources said the Prime
Minister spoke to Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Rajnath Singh on
phone and sought a blow-by-blow

account of what happened The

state government has ordered-a-

probe into the incident.

With Uttar Pradesh elections
around the corner, the Ayodhya
barge-in is turning into a big polit-
ical issue. The Samajwadi Party,
the BJP’s main rival in the state,
today demanded the Prime Minis-
ter’s resignation on “moral
grounds” for his “inability to
check” the VHP and Bajrang Dal
activists from storming the place.
Samajwadi chief Mulayam Singh
Yadav announced that he would
visit Ayodhya on October 23 to ad-
dress his workers.

The BJP chose not to com-
ment, saying it awaited details.
But it was clear that in keeping
with a time-tested strategy of the
Sangh parivar, the party was al-
lowing the VHP to raise the pitch

Agodhya Wwhile keepmg itself

‘ »mthe background.- -

Defiant VHP general secretary
Praveen Togadia said: “The gov-
ernment has a right to acquire
land but no one has the right to ac-
quire our right of worship.” Toga-
dia, who was among the leaders to
barge into the makeshift temple
and offer puja, was brazen when
reminded of the Supreme Court’s
order to maintain status quo ante
on the site.

“The status guo ordered by the
court was regarding the construc-
tion of the Ramtemple and not of-
fering worship,” he said. Ram
Lalla was being treated like a “pri-
soner of war” with barricades en-
closing the site, Togadia added.

Privately, BJP sources agreed
that the Ram temple plank may
come in “handy” during the Uttar

Atal authorlty

Pradesh polls pro 1ded the Centre
avoided a confrontation with the
VHP. The sources said Vajpayee
ought not to have “jumped the
gun” by commenting on the secu-
rity lapse but should have kept
quiet and allowed the home min
istry to tackle the government. \

The VHP -— which, uneharac-
teristically, had been lyitg low
after the NDA came to power —
might have been “emboldened”
after its leaders had a long meet-
ing with Vajpayee last week in
which he promised to find a solu-
tion to the Ayodhya dispute before
March 2002, sources said.

Today, however, Togadia was
sceptical about Vajpayee’s assur-
ance. “We have faith in the Prime
Minister but there seems to be no
option before us except mass agi-
tation,” he said. (See Page 10)
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C/abinet nod

e

to ordinance

against terror
v Gl

HT Correspofident

New Delhi, October 16 ﬂg ‘L r

IN A bid to step up the war
against terrorism, the Centre will
promulgate the Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance 2001. The
decision was okayed tonight by
the Union Cabinet.

The ordinance will define ter-
rorist acts as caused by the use of
weapons and explosives leading
to death or injuries, damage to
property or disruption of essen-
tial supplies and services, apart
from detailing the essentials, for
naming an organisation as a ter-
rorist outfit. 10

The ordinance, ch replaces
the controversial Tada that has
already lapsed, is generally based
on a similar legislation drafted by
the Home Ministry with consider-
able input from the Law Commis-
sion. The Cabinet also approved
withdrawal of the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Ordinance pending
in the Rajya Sabha following
approval of the new ordinance.

Once approved by President K
R Narayanan, the ordinance will
also provide for several safe-
guards such as confirmation of
FIR by the DGP and its review by
a committee within 10 and 30
days respectively; investigation
are conducted by an officer not
below the rank of a DSP; imme-
diate intimation of an arrest to a
member of the family of the
accused; and the presence of a
lawyer during the interrogation.

The Cabinet has also approved
another ordinance empowering
the Centre to suspend passport
or travel dociiments not exceed-
ing four weeks in case it is satis-
fied that such documents are
likely to be impounded or revo-
ked. Currently, there is no provi-
sion to prevent a criminal or an
anti-national element from leav-

~ ing the country while action to

revoke the passport is initiated.

.
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" George’s Return

§. ey IR
In an interview to aprivate’ news channel on Sunday, external bffairs
minister Jaswant Singh all but announced the return to the union cgbinet
of “my friend George Fernandes”. Mr Singh, who had been holdifg the
additional charge of the defence ministry since the resignation of
Mr Fernandes from the post, proclaimed that the Samata leader was “the
right person to take over” in the present circumstances. Even before that
out-of-turn public endorsement, the media had been full of ‘inspired’ re-
ports which underscored the need for the Samata leader’s urgent rehabil-
itation to the ministerial ranks. So the actual event on Monday was hardly
a cause for surprise. But for all that, it remains as difficult to be convinced
about its purported justification as it is to condone the cynicism which
undetlies it. Recall the circumstances surrounding Mr Fernandes’ exit
from the cabinet in the wake of the Tehelka revelations, seven months
ago. Apart from casting aspersions on the integrity of defence deals, the
Tehelka tapes had pointed to the alleged complicity of senior
Samata leaders in promising middlemen access to the minister.
At the time, it was publicly put out by both the NDA coalition as well as
Mr Fernandes that his return to the cabinet was contingent on being
exonerated by the Venkataswami commission, constituted to probe the
Tehelka allegations. It is not just that Mr Fernandes has yet to receive
a clean chit from the commission. Only last week, the commission
upheld the authenticity of the Tehelka tapes, rejecting suggestions to the
contrary by the Samata party and the government.

So what is the government’s case for the overhasty return of the former
defence minister? Mr Singh’s pointed reference to the “present circum-
stances” is meant to be one aspect of it. Given the extensive and delicate
nature of the external affairs minister’s job post-September 11, Mr Singh
cannot, surely, be expected to handle the additional charge of defence.
But does that make the case for Mr Fernandes’ return? Clearly not. In
fact, it goes against the most basic norms of propriety and accountability
in the public life of a democracy. If there was a case for Mr Fernandes’
resignation from the cabinet seven months ago, that case remains as
pressing. If the prime minister still deems Mr Fernandes indispensable, it
can, at best, be construed as an admission on his part that his government
is seriously lacking in ministerial talent. There are, however, reasons to
believe that Mr Fernandes’ re-admission is premised not so much on the
merits of the case as on extraneous considerations. Ever since his resigna-
tion, Mr Fernandes has made no secret of the fact that he feels hard done
by the earlier demand for his resignation. He reluctantly reconciled
himself to it on the condition that he would be allowed to make a
comeback once his name was cleared in the inquiry. It was in deference
to this wish, that the prime minister had not thus far looked for a
permanent replacement for Mr Fernandes. Admittedly, Mr Vajpayee
trusts Mr Fernandes as a trusted ally in a faction-ridden coalition, but
he knows too that he cannot risk antagonising a colleague who has
the potential of making a lot of avoidable political mischief, It is to this
danger, rather than any tribute to Mr Fernandeg Atalents as defence
minister, that we owe his premature return. /f
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“Cabinet expansion
on Monday, Pant
may get defence

'
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 12

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpayee will expand the Cabinet
on Monday with the possible
induction of a new Defence Min-
ister in place of Jaswant Singh,
who is likely to retain his other
charge as Minister of External
Affairs.

Planning Commission Deputy
Chairman K C Pant, who was
Defence Minister under Rajiv
Gandhi in the eighties, is strong-
1y tipped for the slot to be vacated
by Singh, who was given dual
charges of Defence and External
Affairs aftfer George Fernandes’s
resignation in the wake of the
tehelka disclosure. The Samata
leader, as also Pant, reportedly
met the PM today. But to a specif-
ic question whether Fernandes
could be reinducted in the Cabi-
net, Vajpayee said: “I cannot say
anything on this.”

The chances of Fernandes’s
comeback appeared slim as the
Venkataswami Commission pro-
bing the tehelka scoop today held
that the website’s tapes were gen-
uine, not doctored. The probe
panel’s ruling couldn’t have been
more ill-timed for Fernandes.

NDA circles were agog with
speculation about the fate of the
two other Cabinet Ministers —
Sharad Yadav (Labour) and Shah-
nawaz Hussain (Civil Aviation).
There is a strong possibility of
these leaders being shifted to
other ministries.

Elevated to Cabinet rank in
the September 1 reshuffle, Shah-
nawaz'’s tenure, if brought to an :
end, would perhaps be the short-
est in the high profile ministry.
He has been under flak for his
handling of the recent hijack
hoax. Yadav does not see eye to
eye with the Government on the
proposed labour reforms.
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 PM seeks

9 crSonia’s o]

A/)V .
cooperation

By Harish Khare ( 1 0

NEW DELHI, OCT. 9. In an unusugl de-
velopment, the Prime Mirfister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Leader of the Opposition and Con-
gress President, Ms. Sonia Gandhi,
had a meeting late this evening. It
could not be confirmed who took
the initiative, but the interaction is
being described as an attempt by
Mr. Vajpayee to evolve a consen-
sus on India’s response to the fast-
changing geostrategic environ-
ment.

The meeting came about in the
context of the Congress decision to
ask its Chief Ministers to stay away
from the proposed ‘Davos’-type
dialogue between the Centre and
the States. The Karnataka Chief
Minister was to play host at the
proposed Nandi Hills conclave.

The Prime Minister is believed
to have asked Ms. Gandhi why the
‘Davos dialogue’ could not take
place, and Ms. Gandhi is said to
have replied that since the Con-
gress was a political party there
were limits to which it could be
seen as a cooperative partner of
the Government. The two leaders
agreed to meet more often.

‘Tackling J&
terrorism is our job’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 9. The primary re-
sponsibility of fighting terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is India’s.
This, despite recent events such as
the suicide bomb attack in front of
the State Assembly which have led
to a greater understanding of In-
dia’s concern by other countries,
the Congress president, Mrs. Sonia
Gandbhi, said here today.

She said there was need to try
and win over the hearts of the peo-
ple of the State by exploring “‘every
possible avenue of reconciliation
in J&K.” She hoped that the global
coalition against terrorism ‘“‘will be
able to work for a common goal to
fight terrorism in all its forms'and
wherever it exists.”

Mrs. Gandhi’'s observations
came in her opening remarks at a
discussion organised by the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation on ‘Interna-
tional Cooperation against Terror-
ism, Implications and Choices for
India.’

 Details on page 15
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