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NEW DELHI, Oct. 29. —
Prime Minister today ruled out
"a meeting with the Pakistan
President during his visit to |
the UN General Assembly in J
- New York next month.

- “I don’t have to go to New !
- York to meet General Pervez |

. Musharraf. We can meet either
tin Delhi or Islamabad,” Mr |
Atal Behari Vajpayee said af- |
ter an hour-long meeting with |
the visiting German Chancel- |
lor, Mr rhard Shroeder,
who has urged both count- .

l byw‘

; picking up the threads\ from |

J
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| pursue it to its
! sion.
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By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network

WASHINGTON: The US. has at
long last directly implicated
Pakistan for terrorist activities in
Jammu and Kashmir. Washington
now says Pakistan’s intelligence
agency, the ISI, has “even used Al-
Qaida camps in Afghanistan to
train covert operatives for use in a
war of terror against India”.
American officials have
made this landmark admis-
sion (as far as India is con-
cerned) of a fact that was
widely known but seldom
acknowledged in administra-
tion circles. The ISI main- §
tained direct links to guerril-

151 used Al-Q)
WO r T epe
train J&K mili

b IS had for years furned a blind eye to
growing ties between Bin Laden and the
Taliban

t

visiting German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder that India’s
allegations of cross-border terror-
ism were self-serving.

The immediate provocation for
the embarrassing disclosures
about its ally and frontline state
appeared to stem from the unhap-
py and distrustful relationship
between the CIA and the ISI. Both

BARING THE TRUTH

aida camps to
%3‘!/ P "'K
8¢

U.S.

Within the U.S. establishment, a
few officials and lawmakers have
voiced their concern about
Pakistan’s use of terrorism as a
state policy in the guise of backing
the so-called freedom-fighters in
Kashmir.

Even the Indian-American
Caucus of lawmakers has been
silenced by the administration’s
expediency of buying Pakistan’s
support with aid and a blind eye
to its record on terrorism.

One rare exception is
California Congressman Dana
Rohrabacher who has repeat-

» CIA, ISI blame each other for botched
covert mission that resulted in the death of
Pashtun léader Abdul Haq

 edly cautioned  successive
administrations about ISI
activities and Pakistan’s role in

las fighting in Kashmir,
unnamed officials told The §
New York Times.

In confirming charges the
Indian government has
repeatedly made in the past sever-
al months, American officials also
told the newspaper that the ISI
hadturned a blind eye for years to
the growing ties between Osama
bin Laden and the Taliban.

The remarks by US. officials

came even akistan’s military
leader G ervez Musharraf told
~

+ Bombed terrorfst camp in Afghanistan had
guerrillas of the ISI-backed Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen

sides now blame each other for the
botched covert mission last week
resulting in the death of Pashtun
leader Abdul Haq at the hands of
the Taliban. Washington believes
renegade Pakistani intelligence
officials may have betrayed Abdul
Haq’s mission to the Taliban.
Islamabad believes the CIA did
not keep it fully informed.

exporting terrorism.

But now US. officials them-
selves have begun to talk about
Pakistan’s role in fomenting
terrorism. While they had pre-
viously maintained that Islamabad
had kept up a veneer of “plausible
deniability”, even that has become
difficult after U.S. forces—for the
second time in three years—
bombed a terrorist camp in
Afghanistan and found the so-
called guerrillas of the ISI-backed
Harkat-ul Mujaheedin insteag of
Al-Qaida terrorists.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA gw

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 28. — The |
Pakistani President, General 3
Pervez Musharraf, today sugg- K
ested the resumption of the Indo-
Pak summit in New York on the
format discussed at Agra. The
visiting German Chancellor, Mr
Gerhard Schroeder, egged the
two neighbours to pick up the
threads left at Agra.
General Musharraf, at a joint
, press conference with Mr
- Schroeder, said “it’s our wish the
two countries should resume dia-
logue on the format agreed at
Agra which should be revived.”
" General Musharrafs comments ’
followed reports he decided to go  Mr Gerhard Schroeder (left} and General Pervez Musharraf at a press meet in
} to the USA on a tour starting 8 Islamabad on Sunday. — AP/PTI (Schroeder in Delhi: page 8)
| November to address the UN T
- General Assembly and meet Vajpayee is also scheduled to India of threatening peace in
world leaders, including Mr begin his US tour to meet Mr South Asia by deploying troops
| George W Bush. The timing of Bush and address the UNGA along the LoC, and said: “India is
. his visit to New York is signi- from 9 November. seeking hegemony and the role
~ficant as Mr Atal Behari  General Musharraf accused of a regional power.”
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2001 (\/\/

THE ELUSIVE SPIRIT OF RESTRAINT

THE SPIRALLING RHETORIC on the India-Pakis-
tan front shows how intense are the hard feelings
that the Governments on both sides seem in-
clined to let fly at each other like some uncontrol-
lable sparks. Admittedly, the two countries are
very wary of each other’s real intentions in a tre-
mendously complex regional context. The grow-
ing bilateral tensions are, in a sense, traceable to
last month’s strategic decision by Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, Pakistan’s President and Chief Exec-
utive, to cooperate with the United States in its
war, now under way, against Afghanistan. Rele-
vant to this is the emotional upheaval, which is
being felt differently by the people of India and
Pakistan, on account of the uncontested belief
that Afghanistan’s Taliban regime, presently un-
der fire from the U.S,, had in the first place owed
its genetical links to Islamabad itself. The extent
of Pakistan’s benign or reformatory influence
over Osama bin Laden, the Taliban’s patron-
guest and America’s prime target now, is of sec-
ondary importance to New Delhi and Islamabad
_in this context. An overall regional ambience so
perceived seems to have spurred the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, in his latest poser to
Pakistan. The burden of his tactical taunt is that
Pakistan, which is ‘“‘waging a war” against its own

Taliban, can hardly be trustworthy,gi a dialogue -

partner.

In a chronological sequen Mr Va]payee S
doubts over Pakistan’s credentlals as a credible
interlocutor have only followed Gen. Musharraf’s
intemperate warnings. Gen. Musharraf asserted
only a day earlier that Islamabad would ‘“‘teach
India a lesson” if it were to opt for any military
“mischief” on the bilateral front at this partic-
ularly fragile moment in their relationship. The
surmise in Gen. Musharraf's official camp at this
stage seems to be that India has no business to
quarrel with Pakistan if it has been able to join the
U.S.-led “international coalition against terror-
ism’’. The subtle point at issue is that Washington

is willing to accept Islamabad as a key player in
this unpredictable venture despite New Delhi's
line against Pakistan’s encouragement of cross-
border terrorism within India. In New Delhi’s per-
spective, Pakistan’s geostrategic location rather
than its ‘moral’ stature should explain the current
convergence of interests concerning Washing-
ton’s “anti-terror”’ war and Islamabad’s new for-
eign policy orientation. New Delhi, provoked by
Gen. Musharraf’s latest remarks, is now squan-
dering the sign of restraint which it signalled only
a few days ago when it clarified that it had no
intention for the present to embark on “hot pur-
suit” of the Kashmir-related terrorists inside the
territory controlled by Pakistan. \/(Q 10

Mr. Vajpayee glearly wants to put Pakistan in
the dock on the international stage by pointing
out the perceived igconsistencies in Gen. Mush-
arraf’s foreign policy. The ‘Prime Minister has
asked Pakistan to choose either peace or animos-
ity in relation to India without mincing words or
quibbling about policy. Mr. Vajpayee may nat-
urally be eager to let the global community know
India’s point of view. However, his parallel move
to slam the door on the idea of re-engaging Pakis-
tan seems to presage a new and dangerous drift
on the bilateral scene. So, both he and Gen.
Musharraf must face the true test of statesman-
ship by reining in the rhetoric so that it does not
become a blighted substitute for a genuine and
sustainable dialogue. Pakistan’s latest ‘demarche’
to India in regard to some statements by its Home
and Defence Ministers, Mr. L. K. Advani and Mr.
George Fernandes respectively, is illustrative of
how far Islamabad has gone down the path of
confrontation in a context that has more to do
with America’s strategic compulsions. While New
Delhi is right in wanting to avoid a ‘“sterile” de-
bate with Islamabad over each other’s rhetoric, it
will be unwise to give up the search for a possible
re-engagement between the two. %
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“Vajpayee lashes out”
ﬁ‘,\\\o at Musharraf

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 23. — Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee today
lambasted General Pervez
Musharraf for his scathing re-
marks against India.
Mr Vajpayee accused Islama-
bad of opportunism, betrayal
. and violation of democracy in
PoK and Pakistan.
Countering Gen Musharrafs
rhetoric, the Prime Minister dis-
missed the Pakistani Presiden-
t’s description of terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir as “free-
dom struggle.” He asked Islam-
abad to decide what they really
want — peace or otherwise.
: “Our neighbour sometimes
sings about peace and some-
. time threatens us. I want to tell
' them that they should decide
what they want,” said Mr Vaj-
payee while referring to Pakis-
. tan’s inconsistent attitude. Re-
cently there have been reports
from Islamabad about Pakistan
wanting a dialogue with India
but last night Gen Musharraf
threatened India with attacks.
The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a gathering of Sikhs

from various organisations.
Charging Pakistan with op-
portunism and betrayal, Mr
Vajpayee said it was Islamabad
which trained and armed the
Taliban and used the militia to
threaten India occasionally.
But the same country has now
turned its face away from the
Taliban.

“Qur neighbour has waged a
war against their friends, the
Taliban. Who will trust them?
If we are friends, we are real
friends. We stand by our
friends and are ready to pay
any price for it. There is no op-
portunism in our policy nor are
they dictated from outside,” he
said. “We decide on our own as
to what is good for the country
and that is why we are respec-
ted and ... our views are
sought on the future of Afgha-
nistan,” Mr Vajpayee said.
Referring to Gen Musharraf’s
description of terrorism in
Kashmir as “freedom struggle”,
he asked “whose freedom are
they talking about and freedom
from whom? India is a free
country with a Constitution,
Parliament, media and politi-

cal parties to protect the citi-
zens’ rights.” But there are no
democratic values in PoK or in
Pakistan, he said.

While Pakistan has been in fa-
vour of US mediation in the
talks between New Delhi and
Islamabad, India has been con-
sistently resisting any such
move. For India it’s a bilateral
issue which needs to be sorted
out between India and Paki-
stan and there is no place for a
third party.

Unlike Pakistan, India’s asset
is unity and it would maintain
peace and harmony, he said.
New Delhi feels Islamabad is
misusing Islam.

Meanwhile, the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs spokesperson ter-
med Gen Musharrafs remarks
as being on “predictable line-
s”and said India wouldn't like to
get into the “sterile debate”.

She also said: “India never
sought to compound Pakistan’s
difficulties at this juncture. ...
Pakistan should address cross
border terrorism ... its compul-
sive hostility towards India is
the root cause of differences

with India”. /
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By Atul Aneja f)/K

NEW DELHI, 0CT.23. India today
declined to rebut last evening's
remarks by the Pakistan’s
President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, by pointing out that
it did not wish to enter into a
“sterile debate’ with Islamabad.
(Gen. Musharraf had warned
against “‘anti-Pakistan rhetoric
by Indian leaders” and said that
Istamabad waquld pay New Delhi
in the same coin if it were to
indulge in any misadventure
across the border.)

In response to a question, the
spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs said that India
had never sought to compound
Pakistan’s current difficulties.

According to her, Pakistan
should shed its “compulsive
hostility” towards India as it was
its negative disposition that was
at the root of Indo-Pak.
differences.

Pakistan should stop chasing
“chimeras’’. Instead, it should
address the question of cross-
border terrorism, she said.

In response to questions
about the remarks by the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, while returning from
Shanghai, the spokesperson
asserted that India and Pakistan

\U had to address their problems

directly, without intervention by
any other party.

She reiterated that a
meaningful dialogue with
Pakistan was possible only if
Islamabad terminated cross-
border terrorism. “There has to
be a reduction of cross-border
violence and transformation on
the ground”, she observed.

Despite being members of the
international coalition against

differ widely in setnng up a
post-conflict regime i ‘:7)
Afghanistan. '§ v

Contrary to the Pakistani view,
India rejects the notion of
accommodating a ‘“moderate
Taliban” in a new government
in Afghanistan.

Unlike Pakistan, India would
like a new regime in Afghanistan
which mainly revolved around
the Northern Alliance and King
Zahir Shah along with some

India not for ‘sterile’ debate .~

ore representatives of the
Pashtuns.

According to Government
sources, Pakistan is behind a
parallel initiative of promoting
Pashtun representatives friendly
to it. Under this arrangement,
Afghanistan’s minorities can
also play a diminished role in
the new government. Pakistan’s
standpoint, they say, is reflected
in the conference of a 19-party
coalition slated to begin on
Wednesday in Peshawar.

terrorism, India and Pakistan

Pak. ‘demarche’ to India

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 23. Pakistan today formally handed
over a ‘demarche’ to India over the alleged provoca-
tive ‘anti-Pakistan statements’ from New Delhi and
the reported additional movements of troops on the
Line of Control and the International Border.

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary, Mr. Inam-ul-Hagq,
gave the ‘demarche’ to the Indian High Commis-
sioner, Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar, at his office in the eve-
ning. Mr. Nambiar was called to the Foreign Office
and was apprised of Islamabad’s views.

In an interview to the state-run PTV on Monday,
the Pakistan President, Gen, Pervez Musharraf, had
accused Indian leaders of resorting to ‘anti-Pakistan
rhetoric’ and warned of a ‘befitting reply’ if India
attempted any ‘misadventure’.

According to diplomatic sources, Mr. Haq drew

Mr. Nambiar’s attention to the ‘provocative’ state-
ments made by the Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
and the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
and told him that such remarks did not augur well
for the improvement of bilateral relations.

Mr. Hagq is believed to have spoken to Mr. Nam-
biar about the additional movement of troops on the
border, including some Air Force assets, and empha-
sised the need for restraint.

Mr. Nambiar reportedly told Mr. Haq that the
movement of troops on the LoC and the IB was rou-
tine in nature and that the Indian troops were com-
pelled to open fire on Monday on the LoC to prevent
crossborder infiltration. ‘

He is believed to have pointed out to Mr. Haq the
earlier statement of the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, that New Delhi had no intention to
add 1o the woes of Islamabad at the current juncture.
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~ PM throws to Pak choice

between
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Oct. 23: Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee today it-
erated that the violence in Kash-
mir is terrorism, not a freedom
struggle, and questioned Pak-
istan’s sincerity about making
peace with India.

Vajpayee ruled out resuming
talks now and said: “Our neigh-
bour sometimes sings peace and
sometimes threatens us. [ want to
tell them that they should decide
what they want.”

Charging Pakistan with oppor-
tunism and betrayal, the Prime
Minister said the country had
trained and armed the Taliban
and, occasionally, used them to
threaten India.

“Where are the Taliban now?
Now our neighbour has waged a
war against that very Taliban.
Who will trust them? If we are
friends, we are real friends. We
stand by our friends and are ready
to pay any price. There is no op-
portunism in our policy, nor is it
dictated from outside,” Vajpayee
said.

“We decide on our own what is
good for the country. That is why
we are respected and have a place
in the comity of nations, and our
views are sought on the future of
Afghanistan.”

The hard-hitting comments
follow Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s interview last night
in which he described the militan-
cy in Kashmir as a “freedom

_ 6

war and peace

|1

struggle” and - said his forces
would pay India back in the same
coin if it opted for “hot pursuit” of
terrorists across the border.

Home minister L.K. Advani
today clarified that Indian forces
would not cross into Pakistan in
pursuit of terrorists. “Interna-
tional laws allow us to go across
the border but we will not do
that,” he said.

Vajpayee is matching Mushar-
raf’s fiery rhetoric to please
the domestic audience and also
to bring Islamabad’s doublespeak
to the notice of the global commu-
nity, particularly the US. He
plans to use this to argue against
resuming talks with Pakistan
Now.

Musharraf’s remarks were
seen here as an attempt to tell

his audiencg that the country
is on excellbnt terms with
the West — America in particular -
— and will be able to realise its
goal on Kashmir.

The rhetoric from both sides] =
of the border indicates thatyie
India-Pakistan relations are back] -
to the pre-Agra sumit days.

In the run-up to the July
meet, both countries had tried|!,
to lower the temperature in the
region. Pakistan, then under
severe pressure from the West,] .
had used the Agra summit to tell{ .-
the world that it was committed to|
talks.

Foreign ministry spokesper-
son Nirupama Rao today saidj:
talks would not be meaningful un-
less cross-border-terrorism ends.} ..
This argument, which was put onj«
hold by the Indian leadership, ap-}
pears to have staged a comeback]..-
after the September 11 attacks.

Indian envoy called

Hoping that Vajpayee will change
his mind about holding talks with
Musharraf, Pakistan today called
Indian High Commissioner to Is- L
lamabad VK. Nambiar and sought®:
clarifications on Indian troop ,
movement across the Line of Con- .
trol and reasons behind the tough-
talking done by some Indian lead- *
ers on Indo-Pak ties, PTI reports .
from Islamabad.

Sources said Nambiar met .
Pakistan foreign secretary Ina-
mul Haq and discussed the latest
developments along the LoC.

LN =

<

P

IR

~

YHE TELEGRAPH

28 001 208

- -

= ...



7 pres Appoy [edop A 0 S AP
8Y] 10} WITY 03 USALS 8q ISNW JIPald J8Y) SI9Y30

| pue svkedfep I 0} 95eSSOUL B ST TUBAPY I JO
| uotsseyueo paje[sq sryj,, ueid-owesd s gpg o
- pesodxe sey mod Apred oy padiey juewasoul
| BAYpoAY 8y} 1BY} [uUnod [euocney Jrdg oyl
| e uIBP SIUBAPY Y T I pres Aepoj ssai8uo)
| oy, reAypody uo TuRAPY s)sBlq ssexduo)
i anssT STY) U0 JUSUIIUITIO) 8 JSTUTy eWllig
_ ey) jqnop 10u PIP 3 pres JHA OUL 'ABpId)
|| -gaf Suneewr [IOUNOD [BTOIBU Y] 8y} Je patou
|| .81 sem ansst ayy jey; syiodea [adstp 03 JySnos
9] -aeok yXeu YoIB g1 £Qq INSST eAYPoAY o4}

| Burajosax Joao sefedfep I Ul 8oULPYUOD [Ty
.| pessoxdxe Kepo} JHA Y], 'eAypody uo JHA
“WITY JOU PUR TBAPY Iy 10 sdkedfep Iy oo

' £q ueYe} 0I9M SUOISIOAP Ayred jsowr jey) UOIS
 -seadu oy [odsip 03 judnos juepisaxd Jrg oyl
| ‘IoWITR[ISIp J9joUR U] "paLiejsuel) J03 i pasred
| o1 peY OUM 1BIUJ0 OINJ Y} Se Wiy Yoeal jou
' P[NOM UOTIEIIAUL 8} Jey) mouy jou prp A3red ayy
| Jng] "eoUBApE UL YJUOUX € }SBA] Y8 Jejf oy} 1810y
. 03 poyiaul sem avAud{ep I pres Iepee] drd V
pres oy ‘Jeq oy 3810y 03 Jorgo A1red ayy 10

. [ensnun jou s{ 3] "y} oY} 180 Y0o0] Juapisaid £
. -xed oy} pue suIl} U0 YoBaAX J0U PNod 9y Jeyy isnl
st 9] Sey Lpred oy Sunstoy jou safedle N 03
paypee 9q pnoys eougoyruSis temoied oN

. "pres Ay mureuysLy I ‘sotenbapeut mo qurod

No?ﬂoﬁuua (0)]

dY9 NOLLYIINNWWO)D, S,33AVdIVA 3901IES Ol SNI1SVH dfd

pue sorjod Sutpaedes suorsedins 1opo em nq .

SABE JUSIUIGA0E UL SIALISJUT JOUUBD Sp\ 'OM]

o) SUIpAIp pYyaL upwan] e 10j 1dedXs JUSuIs |

-»08 a3 pue £red ey} usemieq ded ou s1 eaey],

‘gs0ppr £10301paea 93 oNSst 0] 9akedle I 10] ‘

pue sdurestt [RUNCO [BUOTIRU ST jeandneur o)

URADY I[N YS€ 0] UOTIPRI) B Udaq Sey 3] " uDYs |
~dOPELDUL,, POULID) ‘SSAIPPR A10101pafeaA o[} pats
-atjep Aedyped)) [eAR(Q uoo(] sngdojoopr ysueg

euep ‘poureldxa juspisead oy} ‘sArp uapio ay3 uj
"pres AanurBuysuy Ay fLued oy; ul yseof je

de8 yons ou st arsYy ], se4nioa] Jueysiepsiew,

oy3 10j JySnos sem TUBAPY 3T IV 9IIUm UOIS

-§98 A10301petea eyl J0j A[uo uny pajuem Ajred

a3 j1 se paaeadde 91 deS, smy; jo esneoeq jey)
uotssaadurr oy} 8as8 o ‘Aepisjsed Jureswt
[ounoed [Buoneu Jpg ouy je Auoweasd Juysoy
-Se{j oy} e 90UASqR SIY 10} UOSLOL ULBUL 9} SBM
ded uonpeorumwiuiod ¥ ples pey oofvdfep AN

‘pres AYUNWRUYSLIY euep I |

I1 oaourax 03 s£BM IO pulj 01 AI] puR SSNISIP
‘wiry gy 918 [[s | ‘Lusoygep st alay) sfes 1oy
-STUTI SWILLJ 813 JI,, 'UdA Je[nool 8 Ul opell sem
UGIJEN}IS B [ONS JNOE JuUswe)e}s sgeledivp
I pue ‘ Juswiurasod ay) pue Luied ay) usem)
-aq def uoTjedTUNWIWOD 0u, SeM 319y} pies Aep

-09 yuaptsaud Jrd 94l — 3% PO ‘THTIA MAN

FIIAEIS SMIN NYINSILVLS

‘Butop sem (Ueqe],) J1 jeum
JO poajosqe 8q 3 Up[nod AI3UNod
18Y) pue ‘ueistyed jo uoneal
B SBM URQI[R], oY} pies oofud
-fep I “uorysanb e oy Ljdos uy
‘pres oy ‘erpuy Supnp
-ul sjaed 19Y)0 Ul WSHOLI9) U0
aye) uey; pue ‘ueque], jsureie
ugreduigd  J10Y} Ul [NJSSA0
-ons 8q 03 yuem 181 Loy, STy
Jo yedut sanisod B uoaq sey
910U} PUB MSIA INO JO POULIO}
~UT U89( 9ABY] SOLITUTIO0 19Y3(),,
« 819110 Aq peteIdIp Suteq jo0u st
£o170d uSed0] IN() UWMOUY [[aM
$1 WISLI0A193 uo Aotjod ang "y
T3y 07 SNUTIUOD [[oM ‘s1B04 10]
UISLIOLI®] JO SUIIIIIA UG OA M
Irwygsey] ur sagek Jo] wSLIOX
-19} Surydy ueaq 9a M, ‘pres
ookedlep I juelsmyed jsuress
‘Joeiye ue se yons ‘eanysod
aasse1dse ue oye) BIPUT [IIM
« WOTJEULIOJUL OU 9ARY ], :ples
uostodseyods ayy ‘§ro0x MmeN
ut sefedie I yym Surjeswr
JUIUWINS PUOJDS B U0 USSY Sem
Jeireysnpy ‘uer) jey} peqews|

S b Q

-8] woly syodes noqe poysy ;
"YIUOWI JX0U 10X d
MON Ul JBIIRYSHN ‘uer) pue
sokedfep I usamjeq Sunebw
v J0] uejsiyed woJy uoneru
./ . &\/

JY ou

-NWUI0) [BULIO)-AUR JATOIAL JOU
PIp eipu] pres uosiadseyods £13
-STUTI U010} B ‘T[a(] MON Y]

WISLIOLIY) JopIoq
-ss0a0 dojs L[ejetponruit 31 jey}
Sem UOTIIpuod £]uo ayj Jnq ueys
-tyeq 03 j[ey 0} paredead ussq
sfemie SBY BIpU] Pesop are

S¥{[e} 24NNy J0J SI00DP Y} ey}’

uegsul 3useop 1, ‘pres ayg jng

aakedlep yeyeg je1y 1y

i

.

dAedfe

« SOOUBJISUINOIID 989y IopUL
sy[e3 Sutaey jo asodind nyures |
OU oq [[IM SI9Y], WSLIOLIO} |
49p10q-880.1 Jo Jooxd sem ‘payry
9I9M SJUBMIWL INO] PUBR UBM |
-8{ suo yorym ui ‘Kepoy aefeu
-LIg Ul 98eq 90I0LI1R U8 UO Youy |
-3e penbs appms oy pres oy
‘uneow v yons jo s30adsoad |
Jnoqe poyse usym ‘mouyonry
ut ueaeygq (ey je eousiojued
ssaxd e ye pres oy < suoisnp
-U0J UMO INoA melp ueds nox,
'$1S110.L19] 19p10g-88010 Furyoeq |
paddoss uestied mun s[qissod
jou SBM JelIRUSD]Y  [BIOUGN)
YHM Juneew e ‘pres Aepoy
oafedfep Iy ‘Aofea awyseyy
oY) Ul UOITEMIS B} UOALK
“Apeyrpun £1y8iy s1 ‘Gequisao N
Gl Pue g wsamiaq pa[npetds
IOX MON Ul uolsses  Ajquios
-5V [BIoUSy) Ni) 9Y3 Jo sauljeprs
8y} U0 SI9PEA] OM] °Y] Uoom
-39q SunedU B S9e01pUl Yawwr
-o1 seofedle) Lreyeq jeyy IN
"INy aybrpenr

“Wl 8y} ul juepisald Tueistyeq
oY} M Funeow B Jno papna
Aepoy 19SIUIY SWILLJ oY, ~ 2Z
PO THTIA MAN/MONIDNT

FJIAEIS SMIN NYWSIIVIS




§ Foumlﬂltants kllled
in fierce gun battle §~°
® Lashkar-e -Tayyeba Y
claims respons1b111ty

HT Corrrespondents </
Srinagar/Islamabad, October2

PAKISTAN WARNED India not
to attack Jehadi camps in PoK,
on a day when four militants
tried to storm the Quil airport at
Awantipora in the first-ever
attempt to penetrate a forward
airbase.

All four died in the subse-
quent gun battle with soldiers
and Air Force personnel. The
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba later claimed
responsibility for the attack.

A securityman and a civilian
were also killed in the afternoon
encounter, which came after a
night of heavy gunfire and mor-
tar shelling by Pakistan on Indi-
an positions in Nowshera. India
said the firing, which killed a
junior officer, was unprovoked.

Reacting to reported state-
ments by Indian leaders that-
New Delhi would attack terror-
ist camps in PoK, Pakistani For-
eign Office spokesman Riaz

"Mohammed Khan said India
should not make such a mistake.

The four men who tried to
storm the Quil airport were in
police uniform as they drove up
in a hijacked Santro (JKO01-E-
1109) around 2:30 pm, armed
with automatic weapons. Two of
them got down at the main gate
and fired indiscriminately on
the security and sentry posts.
The bullets hit two Defence Sig-
nal Corps personnel, killing one
of them instantly.

That, however, was as far as
the militants could get. They

tried to enter the airport b’ sol

AP PHOTO

IAF personnal_ gather round the badies of the dead militants who tried to break into the Awantipora air base near Srinagar on Monday.

diers, BSF men and Air Force
personnel put up a stiff fight,
killing all four.

A civilian driving a Tata-407
was caught in the crossfire and
died.

Militant outfit Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba spokesman Abu Osama
called up journalists saying the
four militants were members of
the Lashkar’s fidayeen squad.
He identified them as Abu Omer,
Abu Sooban, Abu Shaheedam
and Abu Hammad. He also
claimed that eight Indian sol-
diers were killed in the attack.

Last week, the Lashkar had

threatened to intensify fidayeen
attacks on security formations
in Jammu and Kashmir to
avenge what it said were attacks
on Pakistani positions in the
Akhnoor sector.

The Indian armed forces use
the Quil airport frequently. This
is the first fidayeen attack on the
airport, which caught media
attention soon after the Septem-
ber 11 strikes on America. Some
newspapers reported that Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had offered to let the USA use it
as a base for its campaign
against terrorism.

Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes yesterday visited the
frontiers in Rajouri and Poonch,
which border PoK. He asked
troops to be extra alert in view of
the prevalling situation in the
region and the US-led offensive
in Afghanistan.

The Pakistani firing on Indian
positions came hours after that
visit. The first round of firing
started around 11.30 at night,
and continued till 1 am. It
resumed after an hour’s lull,
killing Second L1eutenant
Anoop Kumar who was leadinga
patrol party.

7
s

NO TALKS WITH PAK NOW: PM

PRIME MINISTER Atal
Bihari Vajpayee today ruled
out any fresh dialogue with
Pakistan till it ceased to
encourage cross-border ter-
rorism in Kashmir.

Replying to questions on
Indo-Pak ties, the PM said he
had always been open to a dia-
logue with Pakistan, but talks
should be held for somie ‘bene-
fit’ and not mere ‘propaganda’.
. HTC, Lucknow

/
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Rs 8,000-crore bonanza for banks, courtesy RBI

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, October 22

IN AN EFFORT to kickstart the

sluggish economy, the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) has slasheds’”
the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by a

massive 200 basis points from

7.50 per cent to 5.50 per cent.

This would release an additional
Rs 8,000 crore as lendable funds
far the banks.

The CRR cut would take effect
in two stages. The apex bank has
also lowered the bank rate to 6.5
per cent from seven per cent .
This would allow banks to lower
interest rates.

RBI Governor Dr Bimal Jalan
made these announcements as a

part of the monetary and credit
policy for the second half (Oct-
March) of the financial year
2001-02. This is the lowest bank
rate since May 1973. The bank
rate cut will pave the way for the
financial institutions to reduce
their lending rates.

Dr Jalan, however, warned,
“The apex bank will continue to
use the CRR instrument in both
directions for liquidity manage-
ment.”

“We hope to achieve a long-
term objective through the cur-
rent CRR cut. We don’t need a
liquidity constraint now,” he
said at the customary press meet
after releasing the monetary pol-
icyat ameeting with bank chiefs.

According to the RBI, the CRR
will be reduced to 5.75 per cent
effective from the fortnight
beginning November 3, 2001, and
to 5.50 per cent from December
29, 2001. The apex bank has also
decided to pay a higher interest
rate to banks on their CRR bal-
ances at 6.5 per cent. “This will
result in interest earning of
about Rs 1, 000 crore for the
banks,” Dr Jalan said.

In order to improve retail par-
ticipation in the Government
securities, the RBI has finalised
a scheme for provident funds,
trusts in the primary market on
non-competitive basis.

The RBI is also undertaking a
review of the satellite dealers in

the light of emerging alternative
mechanism of retailing Govern-
ment securities on screen-based
trading in exchanges. What’s
more, the RBI has cleared the
decks for the pure inter-bank
call money market by indicating
that the proposed Clearing Cor-
poration and- the Negotiated
Dealing Settlement System
{NDS) are expected to commence
test-runs by November this year.

The apex Bank has also pro-
posed to issue further prudentlal
guidelines in order to contain
the risks arising out of non-SLR
portfolio of banks and financial
institutions. These guidelines
would cover fixing of prudential
limits with separate sub-limits

for unrated, unquoted and pri-
vately placed debt instruments.
The Urban Cooperative Banks
(UCBs) also get a boost as the
RBI decided to allow them to
grant loans against shares and
debentures within the overall
ceiling of 20 per cent of the
owned funds by keeping a mar-
gin to the extent of 40 per cent.
In a bid to improve the effec-
tiveness of liquidity adjustment
facility (LAF), the RBI has reit-
erated that in addition to
overnight repos, it will also have
the discretion to introduce

longer term repos up to 14 -day

period as and when required.

Related reports on Page 12

Bid to storm IAF base foiled

Russia, China cry

‘halt], US pushes
for march to Kabul

l(
S Rajagopalan Agencies }
Washington/Moscow, October 22

THE US today urged the Northern
Alliance to get moving towards
Kabul “more aggressively”, with
its own planes paving the way by
pounding Taliban positions 25
miles from the capital.

“I think they are gathering
their strength to at least invest
(surround) Kabul or start mov-
ing on Kabul more aggressively,”
Secretary of State Colin Powell
said yesterday. The rebel fotces
are now marching towards
Mazar-e-Sharif in the north.

Russia too pledged support to
the Northern Alliance today, say-
ing it was the “sole legitimate
Government” in Afghanistan. It
signed a statement with ousted
President Burhanuddin Rabbani
on “the need to find a political
solution for Afghanistan”.

During a stopover at Dushanbe
on his way back from the Shang-
hai, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said the Taliban regime
would have no role to play in a
future Afghan Government. The
remark was in sharp contrast to
Pakistani insistence on a role for
the Taliban in any future Afghan
Government. )

Throughout the day, US fighter
planes kept pounding Taliban
positions outside Kabul. Quoting
Intelligence sources, Newsweek
said Osama bin Laden s Afghan
hideout had been pinned down to

a “20-by-20 mile area”. But the

area was so full of caves and tun-
nels that it was “impossible to
seal” the place.

US Special Forces were trying
to collect better Intelligence to
attack bin Laden from the air
with greater precision, it said.

Meanwhile, the Taliban

' claimed they had shot down

another US helicopter and dis-
played its wreckage on Qatar’s Al
Jazeera TV network. The pic-
tures showed landing gear, tyres,
metallic pieces and large casings
stamped with words like “Boe-
ing”, “Philadephia” and “Penn-
sylvania”. But Pentagon prompt-
ly dismissed the visuals as a
“Taliban lie”.

The American prescription for
a Imore aggressive Northern
Alliance almost coincides with
Russian news agency Ria

Novosti’'s reports that work
would begin after two or three
weeks of more US military oper-

atlons to fi m a post-Taliban
Afghan Govgrnment,

Member countries of the
international anti-terrorist
coalition would work out the
modalities with assistance from
the Northern Alliance and
Afghanistan’s former King
Mohammed Zahir Shah, the
agency quoting military-diplo-
matic sources said today.

The Taliban today accused

'Washington of using chemical

weapons and charged that a 100-
bed hospital in Herat had been
destroyed in US air strikes. But
they denied US air raids had
killed Taliban chief Mullah
Omar’s 10-year old son.

With military operations in
full swmg and diplomatic efforts
movmg in tandem, Washington
islookingnowata breakthrough
before the onset of winter in
mid-November. This is also the
time when all Islamic countries
of the world will observe the
holy month of Ramadan and are
almost certain to pressure the US
to suspend military action. Pak-
istan has already told the US of
its desire to this effect.

Also, America’s allies outside
the Islamic fold like China and

.-Russia have begun speaking in

favour of an approach shift. “It is
necessary to move on gquickly
from the military phase to politi-
cal means in search of a solution
in Afghanistan,” a Russian
spokesman said yesterday after
President Vladimir Putin’s meet-
ing with Chinese leader Jiang
Zethin in Shanghai.

“We will never overcome the
problems of Afghanistan by mil-
itary means,” Russian Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov said.
Unless things go wrong, Wash-

ington expects to record suffi-

cient progress in three weeks on
the formation of an interim Gov-
ernment to succeed the current
Taliban regime. Clinching the
issue before the fall of Kabul
would be vital, because a power
vacuum could trigger infighting
among the anti-Taliban forces.
“It would be in our interest
and the interest of the coalition
to see this matter is resolved
before winter strikes and makes
our operation that much more
difficult,” Powell said in inter-
views to American television

networks. -

Related reports owo, it
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has said
there is a likelihood of a meeting
between  President  Pervez
Musharraf and Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee on the side-
lines of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) in
New York next month.

“There is a chance of the two
S| leaders meeting as Gen Musharraf
too would go to New York to
address the UN general assembly
session,” Pakistan foreign minister
Abdul Sattar said in an interview
to PTV on Saturday night.

“On our part, we would be ready
to resume the dialogue process
with India, and if they reciprocated
there is likelihood of a meeting
between the two leaders at the
sidelines of the UNGA session,”

‘Musharraf, Vajpayee may

Mr Sattar said. _ ()

Asked about
the rational
behind
Pakistan’s desire
to resume dia-
logue with India,
Mr Sattar said,
“Being the §
immediate
neighbours it Gen- Musharraf
would be in the best interest of
both India and Pakistan to settle all
their outstanding matters through
peaceful and meaningful dia-
logue.”

He also said, “There should not
be any heart burning in India if
Pakistan gets any benefit in view of
the prevailing situation due to its
pivotal role in the fight against ter-

meet

rism.” “At
lgast they should
shun such an
aftitude if there
is' no harm to
them,” Mr Sattar
said.

Mr Sattar said
Pakistan’s posi-
. tive policy has

A.B. Vajpayee yielde?d gzeatly
in its favour. It is currently the
focus of world attention and
nations around world are appreci-
ating its stance against terrorism.
“They are also extending econom-
ic assistance to Pakistan to stabilise
its fragile economy in the face
unprecedented economic pres-
sures due to U.S. attacks on
Afghanistan,” he said.

, ey)onrk next“month

Asked whether the renewed
friendship towards Pakistan from
the U.S. would be enduring or is it
seasonal one like in the past to
meet their own ends, Mr Sattar
said, “The policies of nations do
change with the passage of time to
serve their interests but as the
Americans were themselves say-
ing we hope that this time the
desire of having close and friendly
relations with Pakistan would be
enduring.”

Replying to a question about
Pakistan’s new Afghan policy, the
foreign minister said, “New adjust-
ments were necessitated to protect
our national interests in view of the

fast changing world scenario a
the September 11 terror atjaeks in
New York and Washin, D Py
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Islamabad keen on
Musharraf-PM meet

By B. Muralidhar Reddy }10 g Mr. Sattar criticised what he

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 20 Pakistan
tonight announced that Gen.
Pervez Musharraf would travel
to New York on November 10
to take part in the United
Nations General Assembly w
session and would look forward
to a meeting with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee. NA [O
In an interview to the state-
run Pakistan Television (PTV),

. the Foreign Minister, Mr, Abdul

Sattar, said Islamabad desired a
continuation of the dialogue
process with New Delhi and
looked forward to an
opportunity for a meeting
between Gen. Musharraf and
Mr. Vajpayee in New York.

Mr. Vajpayee would be in
New York on November 10 and
he is slated to address the U.N.
Assembly on the same day. He
is expected to travel to
Washington for a one-to-one
meeting with the U.S.

! President, Mr. Bush.

[E—

termed India’s “negative
attitude” towards Pakistan eve
since September 11 and
maintained that Islamabad wa
in favour of extending the han
of friendship.

“It appears the concern of
India is about gains for
Pakistan in the post-Septembe
11 situation rather than
anything else. This is not the
right attitude,” he said.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Mr. Kofi Annan, had on Friday
night telephoned Gen.
Musharraf and urged him to
come to New York and
participate in the General
Assembly session.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Riaz
Mohammad Khan, speaking to
newspersons earlier, said Mr.
Annan had told Gen. Musharra
that the U.N. members and the
world community looked
forward to listening to
Pakistan’s views on the
emerging situation.

Pak. continuing with

proxy war:

SIACHEN BASE, OCT 20. The Defence
Minister, Mr. George Fernandes,
today accused Pakistan of aiding
and abetting terrorism against In-
dia and said the international
comrnunity should take concert-
ed efforts to eradicate the men-
ace.

“No airstrike can eradicate the
menace of terrorism completely
and the international community
has to make concerted efforts to
eradicate it,” he said addressing
the troops at the Siachen base

camp.

Mr. Fernandes, who visited the
world’s highest battlefield for the
first time in his second stint as
Defence Minister said, “India has
been highlighting the menace of
terrorism for decades now. But,

. unfortunately the world never un-

derstood our contention that ter-
rorism has no boundaries”.
Accusing Islamabad of contin-
uing with the proxy war, Mr. Fer-
nandes said Pakistan had been
abetting terrorism and pumping
narcotics money in training and
equipping militants. — PTI

We can tackie J&K
terrorism: Advani
By Our Correspondent

’ iHIMLA, OCT. 20. The Union Home

Fernandes

Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, said to
day that though India had beer
trying to attract the world’s atten
tion to the menace of terrorisn
for a long time, not much atten
tion was paid to it. But now, afte;
the terrorist attacks on the U.S.
the world opinion has startec
emerging.

Mr. Advani, who was in Kullu
Himachal Pradesh, to inaugurate
a Hydro power project, said India
was fully capable of handling the
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir
without any outside help. It had
become a global problem now
and the consensus on solving it
was a welcome development.

Warns Pakistan
PTI reports:

Mr. Advani warned Pakistan to
be prepared for the consequences
if it continued with its policy of
supporting terrorism.

“Hot pursuit is accepted as a
legitimate course of action in in-
ternational law but, at the mo-
ment, we are confident we will be
able to overcome terrorism with-
out resorting to that,” he told
presspersons. During the Kargil
war, he said, “there was a desire,
there was a natural inclination to
go beyond the LoC, but we did
not do it. We exercised restraint
even at that time.” .




”

o By B. Muralidhar Reddy )(W

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 19. The Press Secretary to the Pakis-
tan President, Maj. Gen. Rashid Qureshi, has alleged
that India wanted to raise the level of tension and
after the September 11 events, the Indian media as
well as the government went on raising tension and
their only focus was to link Pakistan to whatever
“wrongs” were happening in the world.

Participating in a programme on the state-run Pa-
kistan Television, he said the Indian media had start-
ed saying that there was a link between Pakistan and
what had happened in the United States, but nobody
paid attention. However, the Indians continued to
say that the ISI was somehow linked to Osama bin
Laden and his Al-Qaeda outfit, but this was again
rejected outright by the world community.

Gen. Qureshi said an explosion occurred in Srina-
gar and India said the Jaish-e-Mohammad had
claimed responsibility. However, this was denied by
the JeM. This incident happened when the Indian
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, was in
Washington. When Mr. Singh moved to London,
there was an attempted hijacking of an Indian airlin-

i €er.

When Pakistan conveyed that it would not allow
the aircraft to enter its airspace or land at its airport,
the Indians said it was a hoax. When the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, arrived in Islama-
bad, Indian troops opened fire across the Line of
Control with artillery, mortar, rockets and machine-
guns on not just Pakistani positions but also on civil-
ians, he alleged.

=, R
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‘India raising tension: Pak.

Gen. Qureshi said the Indian effort was not to be
sidelined, not to be forgotten, to stay around in the
world media because Pakistan seemed to be getting
all the attention and India seemed to be ignored.

In a related development, the Pakistan Religious
Affairs Minister, Dr. Mehmood Ahmad Ghazi, has
been quoted in the local media as saying that ‘Pakis-
tan has to save its nuclear capability and the atomic
bomb for a war against India.” Speaking at a seminar
on ‘Pakistan’s security and Ulema’s role’ in Islama-
bad, he urged the people of the country to maintain
restraint on the Afghan issue, as President Musharraf
had taken the right decision in the supreme national
interest.

He has been quoted as saying that “Pakistan is
ready for a war with India and since it is the first
atomic power of the Islamic world, it should not
become the victim of farce emotions and senti-
ments.” He said Gen. Musharraf had opted for a
lesser evil.

“The bad thing is that our brethren are being
killed but, on the other hand, the destruction of Pa-
kistan would be worst and disastrous for the entire
Islamic world,” he told the audience.

In another development, the Chief of the Al-Badr
outfit, Mr. Bakht Zameen, has said that if India made
any aggression against PoK or Pakistan, the Mujahi-
deen would destroy all Indian airbases. He has been
quoted in the Urdu daily, Ausaf, as saying that the
Mujahideen were present all over India and the rul-
ers of the country and gfe army should not be under
any illusion.
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infiltration, there had been no
major firing incident.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 19. The Cabinet
Committee on Security {CCS),
which met here tonight,
dismissed reports of sustained
and enhanced firing along the
border. After the relatively heavy
firing on Octaber 15 to check

Any suggestion by Pakistan
that India was escalating tension
along the border was incorrect,
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, said after the
CCS meeting. “The activity

consequences
Y\ By B. Muralidhar Reddy )0\ {0

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 19. The Press Secretary to the Pakistan President, Maj,
Gen. Rashid Qureshi, has said that “Indians know well thdt if they
resort to any adventure they will suffer tremendous losses’

Participating in a programme on the state-run Pakistan Television,
Gen. Qureshi said that India was seeking to gain attention in the wake
of the September 11 events.

“But the limit to which Indians are going, 1 am afraid they will have
to face the consequences.” Pakistan could not ignore completely that
there had been troop movements in Kashmir, where he claimed there
were already more than 650,000 troops.

along the Line of Control (LoC)
at present is no departure from
that in the past. Firing along it
extremely limited.”

Earlier in the day, the Defence
Ministry suggested that reports
indicating heavy firing,
specifically along the LoC in
Akhnoor, Punch and Rajouri, in
the past few days, had been
exaggerated. Admitting to “low-
level exchanges of fire, which
are of a routine nature”, it said
no heavy firing had taken place
in the past four days. “Some
small sporadic firing here and
there is of no consequence,” the
Ministry spokesperson said.

The previous heavy exchange
took place after the Army
detected infiltration and used
small arms fire to kill and
pursue terrorists attempting to
sneak into Jammu and Kashmir

Jaswant Singh refutes Pak. elaim = -

across the LoC. A Ministry
spokesperson had on Thursday
denied that there was any
heightening of tension along the
LoC. The firing, described as
routine, was restricted to small
arms, mortars and automatic
grenade launchers, India
refrained from using artillery, he
added.

The External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson indicated New
Delhi's desire to reduce tension
along the border. In response to
a question, she said India was
still awaiting a response from
Pakistan about its eatlier
proposal of a possible visit to
Islamabad by the Director-
General of Military Operations
{DGMOs). However, both
DGMOs maintain their weekly
telephonic contact. They last
spoke on Thursday.



| INDIAKS %&E‘ﬁm %
- Proxy ar ou 'to have conseqUences |

HE strong action taken by the army, when several Pakis- |

tani posts in the Akhnoor and Mendhar sectors on the LoC |
were destroyed in response to infiltration attempts by mili- | |
tants in that area, was long overdue. After the devastating |
| suicide attacks on the Jammu and Kashmir assembly, the !
| message ought to be sent across the border that the threshold |
of tolerance for further attempts to push militants into
Kashmir is very low. The integral link between Pakistani
armed forces and Kashmir militants was underscored once
again by threats held out by the Lashkar-e-Toiba to avenge
the destruction of Pakistani border posts by launching suicide
attacks in India. There is a further issue here. When the
Taliban breaks in Afghanistan under the pressure of the US-
backed anti-Taliban coalition, fleeing Taliban fighters will
almost certainly make their way to Pakistan’s NWFP where
they will have sanctuary among fellow Pashtuns. Pakistan
" which is backing the US-led coalition will see them as a
destabilising force, and try to ptsh them into India in the
name of Kashmir’s “freedom” movement. Strong disincentives
are needed to convince the Pakistanis that this is not on.

The Pakistan army has launched its own “Operation Kha-
bardar” in response to India’s “Operation Kamyab”, and hea-
vy troop movements have been reported across the border. It
is possible that it may attempt to avenge its casualties for
whiok: preparations need to be made and the battle joined if
that happens. While it is welcome that the armed forces are
at last taking the battle to the other side, aggressive actions
need to be specific and calibrated to the degree of provocation.
Escalating the situation is not in India’s interests now.

ILE STATESUAS



/l;r;pared to meet Delhi’s desi

AXO « By B. Muralidhar Reddy ()’YW \

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 18. Pakistan has denied India’s
charge of firing by its troops in the Akhnoor
sector in Jammu and Kashmir early today, and
maintained that New Delhi could be making it
up to cover up the “embarrassment over de-
tection” of movement of its forces along the
LoC and the International Border.

“There was no firing from our side,” a
spokesman of the Pakistan army said. Pakis-
tan and India often exchanged fire on the
“‘working boundary”’ because of a dispute on
fencing, but no Pakistani forces were firing in
that area on Thursday. “The dispute in this
area is that India wants to fence it, which is
against the international law. There were pa-
ramilitary forces deployed in the sector.”

At the regular press briefing, the Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, Mr. Riaz Mohammad Khan,
said the situation on the Line of Control was

Va4

calm. “The situation was more or less calm
except for exchange of light machinegun fire
across the working boundary and the LoC.
The factual position is that since yesterday the
situation has been more or less calm.”

Mr. Khan said Pakistan continued to ob-
serve the policy of maximum restraint on the
LoC. “As regards reports from India about
heavy shelling and intensive exchange of fire,
we do not know why these statements which
are not borne out of the situation are being
made. Maybe to cover up the embarrassment
of the Indian feelings because the detection by
the U.S. of the moves that they have made day
before yesterday and yesterday.”

If India had any other design, the Pakistan
army was fully prepared to meet any eventu-
ality. “If India is preparing for war, it would be
madness. It is ours as well the effort of the
international community to reduce tension
with India. This is what the U.S. Secretary of

4
gns, says Pak.
State, Gen. Colin Powell, stressed during his
visit here". .

Asked about India’s demand that terrorists
hiding in Pakistan be handed over to it, the
spokesman said he could not figure out what
terrorists New Delhi was talking about. “Pa-
kistan is in the forefront in the fight against
terrorism and in the past it had co-operated
with the United Kingdom and countries in
West Asia in handing over identified terrorists.
The Indian claims do not appear to be based
on facts”. [ﬁ t

Mr. Khan reiterate at Kashmir was the
central issue to normaliation of ties between
India and Pakistan, and expressed the hope
that sooner or later New Delhi would respond
to the invitation for resimption of dialogue.
Gen. Pervez Musharedf had extended an in-
vitation to Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and Mr.
Jaswant Singh to visit Pakistan to carry for-
ward the dialogue process.

gue p -




v

" Heavy firing by

By Shujaat Bukhari %‘”’%‘,N\ |

TENSION MOUNTS IN AKHNOOR SECTOR

PALLANWALA (LoC), OCT. 18. As Pa-
kistani troops resorted to heavy
firing in the Chicken Neck area of
the Akhnoor sector on Wednes-
day, tension along the Line of
Control is mounting.

A Defence spokesman con-
firmed that the Pakistani troops
resorted to heavy firing on
Wednesday night. “They used
heavy calibre weapons and auto-
matic grenade-launchers were in-
discriminately fired in an open
area where a large number of
people are dwelling.”” The gre-
nade-launchers, in fact, were be-
ing used for the first time by
Pakistan. This had created panic
and people in the vicinity were
rushing towards safer areas.
“Necessary retaliation is being
taken up,” the spokesman added.

Unlike as in Kathua, the situa-
tion here is highly tense and there
has been a visible movement of
additional troops. The ‘‘build-up”
had started soon after the U.S.
bombing in Afghanistan. India's
action on Monday (of shelling Pa-
kistani army posts across the LoC
in Mendhar and Akhnoor sectors)
may indicate a major offensive
against the militants. The “‘ruth-
less action,” could start from
here, a senior official told The
Hindu.

The movement in these areas,
including the Rajouri-Poonch
sector, has not been confined to
infantry troops which have been
moved in larger numbers. The ar-
tillery and tank units are on their
way to the forward areas. The
troops are conducting new exer-
cises and the main thrust is on
plugging the infiltration routes.
Sources here said the Army head-
quarters had cleared the “build-
up.”

Pakistan, in the last few years,
had set up special launching cen-
tres code-named Border Action
Teams. Over 30 such camps are
active along the LoC from Poonch
to Kathua. The Army is now con-
centrating on new plans to pre-

oA

vent infiltration in these areas as
the passes in the Kashmir Valley
will be closed due to snow. The
areas just close to the LoC are be-
ing cleared of the large bushes,
known as Sarkanda, which can
cover many at a time. A few belts
are also being mined to foil mii-
itant attempts.

The nature of the Army offen-
sive is not yet clear; but frustrat-
ing Pakistani attempts to facilitate
infiltration will form the basis of
any operation. Analysts believe
that this may be the beginning of
a hot pursuit to strike at training
camps, something the Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, has been de-
manding.

The Pallanwalla area of Akh-
noor has been the worst-hit in the
recent years as Pakistan contin-
uously shelled civilian areas and
many migrated to Jammu. “Ap-
prehensions of war loom large
and there is no hope,” Ram Lal, a
resident, said. If the Army launch-
es a major offensive, the situation
in the border areas will be alarm-

M\ 1©

Soldiers patrolling on the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu on Thursday. — Reuters

ing with no chance for thousands
of migrants to go back.

Troop movement

routine: India

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 18, India today de-
nied reports of any “heightened
tension’’along the Line of Control
(LoC) and described the remarks
of the Pakistani spokesperson to
the contrary as “intemperate and
uncalled for.”

“There has been no heighten-
ing of tension and we have not
recalled anybody from leave,” an
army spokesperson said at a joint
briefing with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA).

He described the movement of
a formation as ‘“normal”’, as
troops were being rotated rou-
tinely.

According to the spokesperson,
the Directors-General of Military
Operations (DGMO) of India and
Pakistan spoke on Wednesday af-
ternoon. During the unscheduled
conversation at Islamabad’s re-

wHE HINDU
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Pak. troops

quest, the Indian side stated that
it had no intention of taking ad-
vantage of the complex situation
in Pakistan. The Indian DGMO,
Lt. General S.S Chahal, also “cate-
gorically” refuted the assertion
that the IAF had been deployed
for offensive action.

But India, as is “self-evident”)J

was ‘““duty bound” to prevent any
attempt at infiltration, he added.

Meanwhile, a senior Defence

Ministry official described the fir-

ing along the International Border

(IB) and the LoC in Jammu divi-

sion as routine and provoked by |

Pakistan. Both sides exchanged
only small arms fire.

“No serious damage was re-
ported and so far there have been
no reports of casualties,” said a
senior Defence Ministry official.

He maintained that India retal-
iated to the firing that was re-
started by Pakistan in the morn-
ing. Small arms, mortars and
automatic grenade-launchers
were used, but artillery was avoid-
ed:: oy



/ Pak. unnec53§arlly edgy, says Andia

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 17. India has dismissed Pakista-
ni clims about heightened Indian troop
movement along the border.

“No additional movement of troops or air
assets has taken place,” said a senior Defence
Ministry official. He rejected claims of Indian
troop build-up by the Pakistan Defence
spokesman, Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi in Isla-
mabad, as ‘‘unacceptable”’. The Foreign Office
also described the Pakistani allegation as
“complete fabrication”.

Ruling out the movement of additional
troops to Jammu and Kashmir, the official felt
that Pakistan was being unnecessarily edgy.
The border had seen only a routine turnover of
units which normally took place after mon-
soons and before the onset of winter. Some
units were returning after completing their
tenure while others were taking their place.
Routine adjustments were also carried out
routinely at this time of the year to prevent
infiltration, he added.

Pak. forces on high alert

B. Muralidhar Reddy reports from Islamabad-
:Pakistan today accused India of moving its

troops and relocating its air force assets along

the Line of Control (LOC) and the Internation-
al Border (IB) and said this action might prove

to be a threat [i Paklstan ] secunty

The Press Secretary to the Pakistan Presi-
dent and Director-General of Inter-Services
Public Relations, Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi,
who made a sudden appearance at the fag-
end of the regular briefing of the Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, declared that Pakistani forces
were on high alert to thwart any “mischief and
misadventure.”

“Now we have information wherein India
has moved some troops and relocated some
air force assets. This action in the context of
the irresponsible remarks of the newly-ap-
pointed Defence Minister of India and unpro-
voked firing by the Indian forces on Monday
in Azad Kashmir (Pak-occupied Kashmir) as
well as the international border has become a
cause of concern.”

The Pakistan armed forces were fully alive to
the situation and were on a high state of alert.
While world attention remained focused on
developments in Afghanistan, no one would
be allowed to take advantage of the situation.

Pakistan reserved the right to retaliate
against any act of aggression. Demonstrations
by some extremist elements in different parts
of Pakistan might have conveyed an impres-
sion of weakness, he said and maintained that
Pakistanis had always demonstrated unity in
any hour of need.

Earlier in his briefing, the Pakistan Foreign

Office spokesman Mr. Riaz Mohammad
Khan, said Islamabad was intrigued by some
of the developments in India. “We find a sinis-
ter pattern in these incidents”, he said specifi-
cally mentioning the firing on Monday and the
car blast outside the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly on October 1.

Asked if Pakistan was blaming the Indian
authorities for the incident outside the Srina-
gar Assembly, Mr. Khan said that in the past
renegade elements encouraged by Indian in-
telligence had indulged in such acts. “India
has been trying to use these incidents to ma-
lign Pakistan and the freedom struggle in
Kashmir.”

He said the car blast outside the Srinagar
Assembly, which Pakistan had condemned as
an act of terrorism, took place at a juncture
when the Indian Foreign Minister was in
Washington. “The Indian media to malign Pa-
kistan used it. The hijack of the aircraft was
another incident”.

Mr. Khan said the massacre of Sikhs in
Chattisinghpura coincided with the visit of the
former U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, to the
region. He maintained that India refused to
hold an impartial enquiry into the killings of
the Amarnath yatris in August last year on the

ground that it would ‘demoralise’ the armed
forces. /
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NEED FOR RESTRAINT -/,

THE INTENSIVE SHELLING of some Pakistani
military positions by the Indian Army on Monday
night has exposed the fragility of the Vajpayee
administration’s strategic thinking on the Kash-
mir issue in the present volatile international sit-
uation. New Delhi should first guard against
making any move that might resuit in a danger-
ous drift towards full-scale hostilities with Pakis-
tan. To say this is not to ignore or belittle the
sense of outrage that the Indian Army in the
Mendhar and Akhnoor sectors of Jammu and
Kashmir obviously felt as regards the Pakistan-
encouraged terrorist infiltration into the Indian
side of the Line of Control (LoC) in this particular
instance. However, an apparently trigger-happy
response to the perception of a provocative infil-
tration carried the elementary hallmark of routine
ground-level tactics. The available accounts in-
dicate that India’s field commanders considered
it prudent to target some Pakistani military in-
frastructure in a “punitive action” that was aimed
at pre-emptively discouraging such terrorist infil-
trations in the future. In a sense, there is nothing
very unusual about the latest infiltration or even
the Indian response except for their timing, but
this reality is of critical importance. There can be
no two opinions indeed about the need for ut-
most vigil by India’s military forces. Not arguable,
too, is the principle of sustaining their morale at a
very high pitch. However, New Delhi should
move beyond the threshold of statesmanship
while meeting the suspected efforts by Pakistan to
raise the diplomatic-military stakes concerning
Jammu and Kashmir at this enormously sensitive
stage.

The spiralling tensions in India’s extended
neighbourhood are undeniably the direct conse-
quence of Washington’s ongoing war in Afghan-
istan. Moreover, official Pakistan was among the
first to make common cause with the U.S. over
what is now turning into an unpredictable and
messy adventure. The ongoing American military
offensive in Afghanistan is also beginning to
cause considerable discomfort within the Islamic

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2001
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bloc. In the books of the Vajpayee administiation,
Pakistan therefore figures as an increasingly un-
stable state in quest of America’s strategic sup-
port over the Kashmir issue at this time. New
Delhi’s transparent concern is that Islamabad
may see the Kashmir ‘cause’ as the political glue
that could keep Pakistan together in these cir-
cumstances. This explains the External Affairs
Ministry’s denunciation of Pakistan for “‘exagger-
ating” Monday night’s “incidents along the LoC”
so as to “misuse”’ the U.S. Secretary of State's
current visit to South Asia.

What New Delhi has so far failed to see in
today’s nebulous international environment is
the sagacity of adopting a policy of strategic re-
straint in regard to Pakistan. Instead, some pol-
icy-planners, such as Mr. L. K. Advani with no
hands-on responsibility for navigating India’s for-
eign policy through uncharted but troubled wa-
ters, have even advocated a ‘‘hot pursuit” of the
Kashmir-related terrorists behind the Pakistani
lines along the LoC. Now, it requires no elaborate
reasoning to recognise that India’s national in-
terest will be best served at this moment by a
decision against imitating America’s current
ideas and manoeuvres that include the notion of
a hot pursuit of Osama bin Laden, don of in-
ternational terror. A policy of meaningful caution
about the U.S.” aims will indeed enable New Delhi

' to exercise strategic restraint in respect of Pakis-

tan too. It will be a foolhardy recipe at this junc-
ture if New Delhi were to shift its stance,
unwittingly or otherwise, from its own admirable
record of military and political restraint as prac-
tised with consummate ease at the height of the
Kargil crisis not long ago. In a sense, India’s statu-
re on the international stage rose dramatically in
that Kargil context. Those moral and political
gains must not be frittered away. Given also the
inter-linked political destinies of India and Pakis-
tan, the two can and should seek to coexist
through a continuous process of dialogue before
and after a settlement of the Kashmir issue.

7
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Reading the General i

INCE IT is now clear that India has to
fight its own battle against terrorism,
it will be worthwhile for it to ponder
over the possible implications of the
war in Afghanistan. First, the positive fea-
tures. There must be some satisfaction in

New Delhi that the emergence of, if not an

overtly friendly, but at least not a hostile
regime in Kabul in the not too distant future
will mean a big setback to the jehadi enter-
prise run so far by Islamabad and the
Taliban. In addition, Pakistan, too, will not be
_ able to give as much free play to the terrorist
outfits for some time. The arrest of several
clerics and the removal of hardliners from
senior positions in the army and the intelli-
gence services suggest that Pakistan will try
to project itself as a moderate Islamic State to
remain in the good books of the US.

The irony, of course, is that this posture of
restraint is being adopted by none other than
General Pervez Musharraf, the hero — or
anti-hero, in Indian eyes — of the Kargil mis-
adventure. From this standpoint, how much
can he be trusted will always bug Indians, not
least because the dictator is a smooth talker. If
he is now holding out the olive branch to
India, it is evidently because of American
pressure. In addition, he may have seriously
expected India to take advantage of his cur-

rent discomfiture to launch an attack. As a
master dissembler himself, it is not surpris-
ing that he expected a stab in the back —
of the kind he inflicted on Nawaz Sharif.
India had done well, therefore, to demonstrate -
its maturity by assuring Pakistan that it
did not want to exploit its difficulties
even as General Musharraf was telling
New Delhi to “lay off”.

But notwithstanding the present slight
defusion of the tense relations between India
and Pakistan, New Delhi can never be sure
how serious Islamabad will be in the quest for
peace in the coming days. It is difficult to
believe that Pakistan will forsake its policy of
terrorism in Kashmir which it has pursued
with such diligence since the late Eighties.
Much will depend on the tussle between mod-
erates and hardliners in the Pakistani estab-
lishment. But it is a safe presumption that,
where India is concerned, they are all hard-
liners. India, therefore, will have to formulate
its policies with great care, reaching out to
the more responsible sections in Pakistan

. with the kind of various confidence-building

measures which the Vajpayee government
had taken on the eve of the Agra summit. At
the same time, New Delhi has to remember
that it is still the villain of Kargil who is in
charge in Islamabad.



% Pro-active firing -,

Troubled times do not mean Pakistan can take advantage

FTER alull of many months, the Line

, of Control (LoC) in Jammu and

Kashmir suddenly came alive on
Monday night with heavy fire from the Indian
side destroying a dozen Pakistani posts in the
Mendhar and Akhnoor sectors. It appears that
this marks the start of a “pro-active approach” by
the Indian army. Certainly a military spokes-
men describes it as such and for the army to
take “punitive action”, in response to what it
says are Pakistani army attempts to send mili-
tants across the LoC, is a departure from recent
practice. The change of tactics, if indeed that is
the case, will probably receive popular support

- inIndia. It follows the worst-ever terrorist strike
in Kashmir of October 1 when 40 people were
killed outside the Assembly building by a sui-
cide bomber and three accomplices. The Pak-
istan-based  Jaish-e-Mohammed initially
claimed responsibility for the massacres which
caused widespread outrage in India.

A pro-active policy on the LoC may be de-
signed to meet domestic demands for a
tougher Indian response to cross-border ter-
rorism. It may also be intended to send the
kind of message Washington needs to hear.
The Bush administration is seen by many
within the government and in the country gen-
erally to focus exclusively on its own agenda, to
take India’s support for granted but not take
sufficiently into account terrorist assaults on
India at present and over the last decade. Per-
haps the tension at the LoC will be a reminder
that India is left with no choice but to act on its

own to mitigate the terrorist threat. It should -

help to concentrate US secretary of state Colin

Powell’s mind on these issues. There is an obvi-
ous American dilemma in Pakistan’s impor-
tance as a frontline state in the US-led cam-
paign against terrorism and Pakistan’s role in
aiding terrorists who strike in India. Powell will
doubtless argue for putting objectives into se-
quence, getting Osama bin Laden first and
dealing with other forms of terrorism later. In-
dia’s fear is that Washington will not pursue
what some analysts in the US for politically ex-
pedient reasons are already calling ‘local’ ter-
rorism. Because Pakistan is a potential long
term US ally, a blind eye will be turned to its ac-
tivities as was the case throughout the 1980s.
Monday’s action on the LoC will sharpen
all these issues when Powell meets Indian
leaders. Hopefully India’s concerns will be
thoroughly discussed. At the same time In-
dia’s expectations from the Americans need
to be moderated by a better appreciation of
international terrorism, by the fact that the
elimination of Al-Qaeda will reduce the ter-
rorist threat in this region and that Pakistan
will come under some pressure to cut its links
with jehadi groups. As for the LoC, the risks
attendant on a pro-active military approach
are serious and call for careful consideration.
Monday’s action ended quickly, in a matter
of hours. Other border engagements may not
be so short and swift but could escalate ten-
sions and lead to protracted action. Pak-
istan’s army certainly needs to be deterred

“from taking advantage of Islamabad’s pre-

sent privileged position to send new batches
of jehadis into Kashmir. But ris
tion should be avoided.

NDIAN EXFRESS




1India fires across LoC
Bush calls for restraint

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE '7\ A “Operation Kamlya%/\ The
Army reportedly shelled a

NEW DELHI, Oct. 15. — number of batallion-support
Eleven infiltrators were killed weapons in the Pakistani posts
and several Pakistani posts across the LoC wreaking
that provided them logistical widesjpread damage.

support were destroyed by the Simil ar heavy firing occurred in
Army across the the LoC in Akhncor sector after Pakistani
Mendhar and Akhnoor sectors soldiers helped militants place
of Kashmir today, the efence four explosive devices which
| ministry conﬁrmed oould blow up electricity poles
“The Army ched a dtransformersmthe area.
successful operatlon against During the firing , there was
. the repeated involvement of largesicale destruction of Pak-
Pakistani troops in abetting istani army bunkers and forti-
activities across the LoC and fications. Indian soldiers used
' the international border,” a mortar- and rocket-launchers
senior Army officer said. for the: operation.

Officers in Jammu said heavy  An operation on this scale by
firing had been reported over the Indian Army comes after a
the last few days in response to lull of almost six to seven
Pakistan providing troop cover months.

to terrorists in these sectors. The strikes come at a time
. Unconfirmed reports said the when the US secretary of state,
. operation was named General Colin Powell, is in

Islamabad amidst severe
protests there against the US
action in Afghanistan. Mr
Powell arrives in India
tomorrow.

After the exchange of fire, Mr

George W Bush, speaking from :
the White House, called on .

India and Pakistan to “stand
down”. “It is very important

that India and Pakistan stand

down during our activities in
Afghanistan, or for that matter,
forever,” he told reporters.

Protests: Anti-America
protests virtually shut down
Kashmir as sporadic demons-

trations rocked the state today '

during the bandh called by

various religious organisations |
in support of Osama bin Laden. |

Police fired water-cannon and
tear gas shells in Srinagar,
injuring a over a dozen per.
and arresting 20.
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“»2- Musharraf rings up Vajpayee

By Harish Khare ‘(\9 ‘

NEW DELH), OCT. 8. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
late this evening is believed to
have “promised’ the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, that
he would hold an inquiry about
Pakistani involvement, if any, in
the suicide car bomb attack at the
Assembly building in Srinagar re-
cently.

This “promise” of a sort was
made by the Pakistani ruler when
he rang up the Prime Minister. The
call, which lasted 15 minutes, was

expected to take place early in the
evening bu@rs{:fe inexplicable

reason coul? aterialise only rath-
er late. The chll is understood to
have been made as a result of gen-
tle goading from the American and
British leaders.

Both Washington and London
have been left in no doubt that
New Delhi could not appreciate
the new role being assigned to Pa-
kistan in the “‘global war against
terrorism” without at least ac-
knowledging Islamabad’s track
record in aid and abetting terrorist
activities in Jammu and Kashmir.

Gen. Musharraf told the Prime
Minister that he condemned the
Srinagar attack. Mr. Vajpayee is
believed to have told the General

that in that case why could the Pa-
kistan Government not arrest
those involved in the attack, that
claimed more than 30 lives, mostly
civilians. It was then Gen. Mushar-
raf made the promise that he
would order an “inquiry”.

The Pakistani leader began the
conversation with an expression
that the tension between the two
countries should be lowered; Mr.
Vajpayee responded by reiterating
that India had always wanted
peaceful relations with Pakistan. It
was in this vein that the Pakistani
leader offered his condemnation
of the car bomb incident.

The third and last point Gen.
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~ 9 0CT 20

Musharraf made was that the
stalled process of dialogue be-
tween the two countries should be
re-started.

The Prime Minister is under-
stood to have agreed with the sug-
gestion in principle, but pointed to
the Pakistani leader that if the uni-
focal insistence remained on
Kashmir, and only Kashmir, then
the dialogue would remain stalled;
instead, Mr. Vajpayee suggested,
the two countries should be willing
to talk of other issues, though not
excluding Kashmir, The Pakistani
leader politely heard out Mr, Vaj-
payee.

o
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Kashmir,

'SLAMABAD, OCT. 8. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
today once again described the
situation in Kashmir as “freedom
struggle” and said it was not relat-
ed to what had been happening in
Afghanistan.

Gen. Musharraf, who was ad-
dressing a news conference here,
said that to address the root of ter-
rorism the international commu-
nity should resolve political
disputes including Kashmir and
Palestine. “The root lies in the
sense of deprivation and power-
lessness. Wherever there are dis-
putes around the world they need
to be settled in a fair and just man-
ner.”

Describing the efforts taken by
the world community in Afghan-
istan as plucking the leaves of a
big tree, he said: “When you aim
at an organisation like the Al-Qae-
da you are cutting off a branch.
The tree remains. The need is to
identify the root of the problem”.

Asked about the reported state-
ments of Indian leaders, he said
the response from across the bor-
der was regrettable. “When the
world is facing such a catastrophe
India is trying to draw mileage’'.

In response to a question
whether he had taken up the
Kashmir issue, he said it would be
unbecoming on his part to talk of
the Kashmir dispute with world
leaders. However, the issue had

_fieured indirectly in his discus-
sions with world leaders, he said
and emphasised the need for the
international community to re-
dress issues such as Palestine and
Kashmir. .

On the car bomb blast outside
the Srinagar Assembly last week,
he said it could not be part of the
“freedom struggle” and Pakistan

&\fghani

By B. Muralidhar Reddy y{)

strongly condemned the te?rorist
act. “Pakistan candemns all forms
of terrorism in general and the ter-
rorist acts perpetrated on Septem-
ber 11, in particular.”

To a question, Gen. Musharraf
said “certainly any operation in
Afghanistan will not root out ter-
rorism. We need to address the
root causes which are giving birth
to terrorism and are the causes of
extremism.”

M

On ‘“internal terrorism’’, he
said, “it hurts me when these kill-
ing take place within Pakistan.
There is no fixed solution to ad-
dress tnis problem. To address it
- are taking certain actions to
root out the causes.”

The General said there was a
need to improve law and order
and “‘we are giving potency to the
law enforcing agencies. We also
need to improve the intelligence

stan different: Musharraf

Wb

and investigative set- up. We are
moving in a very considered and
deep manner to get to the root
cause (of the problem). The prob-
lem is not just due to internal fac-
tors. There is an external influence
to it that is very important. I know
them. I can’t believe that Muslims
can go to mosque and kill peo-
ple,” he said, adding that “‘the ex-
ternal influence needs to be
addressed.”

o\ 1o

‘Campaig will be short and sharp’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 8. The Pakistan President, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, has expressed the hope that the mil-
itary campaign by the U.S. and its allies against the
Taliban militia would be “short, sharp and targeted”
and care would be taken to ensure that there are no
civilian casualties.

Addressing newspersons here today, Gen. Mushar-
raf appeared totally in command and confident of
overcoming the extraordinary situation within his
country arising out of the American retaliatory at-
tacks to get at Osama and his associates.

Though at the beginning of the 75-minute press
meet he appeared tense, as the conference pro-
gressed Gen. Musharraf was more at ease. He candid-
ly responded to questions, including that on the
U-turn in the Pakistan policy on Afghanistan, and
justified it on grounds of ‘supreme national interests’
and the changing ground realities.

Gen. Musharraf said the biggest concern of Pakis-
tan was the nature of the dispensation to succeed the
Taliban. In his opening remarks he said the emphasis
should be on a broad-based political dispensation
and that rehabilitation work for the Afghan people
should be undertaken “promptly and adequately.”

The Pakistan President lost his cool once when a
reporter wanted to know if efforts would be taken to
ensure that international aid for the Afghans does not
make its way into the “pockets of a few Generals”.

“Do not entertain such naive thoughts. Everyone

has indulged in loot and plunder that you are talking
about. Generals have neither done in the past nor
would they in the future,” a visibly agitated Gen.
Musharraf told the reporter.

Unmindful of the protests and demonstrations in
different parts of the country by pro-Taliban ele-
ments against the policy of his Government to side
with the U.S., Gen. Musharraf claimed that internally,
“a vast majority of people is with our decision.”

The President reiterated that his country had
agreed to co-operate in sharing of information and
intelligence, providing airspace and logistic support
to the U.S. “No air base in Pakistan has been used in
air strikes against Afghanistan,” he categorically
stated.

Asked for the basis of his optimism on an early end
to the military campaign against the Taliban, Gen.
Musharraf said his assessment was that the militia
could no way match the technology and equipment
of the rest of the world.

“I am reasonably sure that the action going on is
targeted on terrorist camps’’ in Kabul, Kandahar, Ja-
lalabad, Mazar-i-Sharif and Herat “and that is the
desire of the forces involved in the action.”

Gen. Musharraf said the impression conveyed by
the media that the towns of Afghanistan were the
target of Sunday night strikes was not correct. “It is
an action against terrorists and not against the peo-
ple of Afghanistan.” Side by side, he said, “‘astute
diplomacy'" was going on, and hoped the environ-

ment would become normal and suitable. A
e
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~India not averse to talks with Pak.

]y ( ‘OBy Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, OCT. 9. A day after the telephone call by the
Pakistani President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the debate
within the Government to re-engage Islamabad in a
dialogue is beginning to acquire momentum.

Highly-placed Government sources said India was
not averse to restarting the stalled talks, provided Pa-
kistan reoriented itself and agreed to a broadbased
dialogue.

But the foreign office spokesperson said a visit by
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, to
Pakistan was not imminent. Mr. Singh had been in-
vited by Islamabad, but no date had been fixed. Re-
ferring to the conversation between Gen. Musharraf,
and Mr. Vajpayee, she said India was prepared for a
dialogue, provided Islamabad was not fixated on the
single-point Kashmir agenda. The talks should cover
all aspects of the relationship lncludmg people-to-
people contacts and trade.
~ Sources said India, in its diplomatic interaction
with world leaders in the coming days, was likely to
spell out the ground rules to reinitiate a dialogue.
Pakistan should also do its bit to curb terrorism in
Kashmir, besides responding positively to the confi-
dence-building measures. The U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, and the German Chancellor, Mr.
Gerhard Schroeder, are among the high profile vis-

1tors who are expected to visit India this month.

In a goodwill gesture to Pakistan and the people of
Afghanistan, India is sending relief supplies, including
food and large quantities of medicines, to the Afghan
refugee camps in northern Pakistan.

While the Government debated re-engaging Pakis-
tan, there is considerable scepticism about the Isla-
mabad’s decision to characterise the suicide attack on
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly as an act of terror-
ism. “We will have to wait and watch how the Pakista-
ni attitude evolves,” the spokesperson said in
response to a question.

The Government finetuned its assessment of the
changes instituted by Gen. Musharraf in his team of
Corp Commanders. On the diplomatic front, Mr. Jas-
want Singh held a 50- minute conversation with his
Chinese counterpart, Mr. Tang Jiaxuan. Both leaders
discussed possible bilateral cooperation to counter
terrorism and ways to improve their security and eco-
nomic ties.

This conversation assumes importance as Mr.
Singh has postponed his visit to Beijing and the Chi-
nese Prime Minister, Mr. Zhu Rongji, has deferred his
November visit to New Delhi. China is concerned
about ensuring stability in Afghanistan as some ethnic
Ughyurs who have been trained in Afghanistan have
been involved in acts of terrorism in its western prov-
ince of Xinjiang.

THE HINDU




NEW DELHJ, OCT. 5. In a clear expression of displeasure
over the U.S. overlooking Pakistan as a sponsor of
terrorism, the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, today said there cannot be “compromises” in
the fight against this scourge.

“Pakistan is part of the problem (international ter-
rorism),” Mr. Singh said in an interview to a TV
channel, adding “‘the fight against terrorism simply
cannot be through compromises””.

Washington was now employing I[slamabad as a
“tool” while accepting the “ground reality” (of Pa-
kistan sponsoring terrorism). The U.S. had to decide
what was best for them, he said.

Asked whether any deals were being struck be-
tween the U.S. and Pakistan behind India’s back, Mr.
Singh replied in the negative but added that New
Delhi would see if and when any such step was tak-
en. Mr. Singh said Pakistan should not be part of the
U.S.-led global coalition as it was the epicentre of
terrorism. “‘Pakistan is part of the problem and the
U.S. has backed India’s position during our recent

meetings,” Mr. Singh said. o A\
Intriguing, says Pak. Q"V/ (t\f‘" w0

Pakistan today said Mr. Jaswant Singh’s stand that

" Pak. epicentre of terrorism: Jaswant

Islamabad should not be included in any assault on
global terrorism as it was the epicentre of terrorism
was ‘“‘not only surprising but intriguing”.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Mr. Riaz
Mohammed Khan, said the Kashmir problem was
over the right of self-determination of the Kashmiris
and needed an early solution. ‘“This is our basic
stand and the world community fully realises the
gravity of the situation,” the spokesman said. Mr.
Riaz, when asked if Pakistan would take up the Kash-
mir issue with the British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony
Blair, during his short working visit to Pakistan to-
day, said the issue could be discussed when Mr. Blair
would meet the President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.

He said he was not aware whether Mr. Blair was
carrying with him any message or warning for Pakis-
tan. “This is a working visit and Pakistan welcomes it
is an effort to help in dealing with terrorism.” He
said Pakistan hoped that the visit of Mr. Blair would
boost the relationship between the two countries.

Asked whether Pakistan would like Mr. Blair to
carry a message for India, where he would reach this
night, the spokesman said ‘‘we are not interested to
send any message to India through Mr. Blair”, —
PTI, UNI
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~ plane and bring it to Pakistan

. to enter its airspace.

" Pakistan, seen as a key ally in
" the USA-led coalition against
" terrorism, AFP adds from

‘Drama aimed
at maligning
us: Pakistan

PTI & UNI &yﬁ*’ ﬁf‘,ﬁk

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 4. — Islam-
abad has alleged that yester-
day’s “hijack drama” was stag-
ed by Indian Intelligence agen-
cies to discredit Pakistan. (| t0

The foreign office spokesinan,
mr Riyaz Mohammed Khan, sajd
the Indian media “exploited” the
‘incident to malign Pakistan and
the “Kashmir movement”.

The state-owned Pakistan TV:
said the “drama” proved right a
warning by Pakistani Intelli-
gence agencies on 2 October that
India was planning to enact a hi-
jack to malign Islamabad.

The reports circulated on 2
October by a private news ag-

ency and published in newspa-. |

pers yesterday had warned
that Indian intelligence agen-
cies had planned to hijack a

to get Islamabad declared a

terrorist state. Islamabad had

ordered not to allow the plane
Sanctions

The US Senate foreign

relations committee today
moved to lift sanctions against

Washington,

“Pakistan has chosen to stand |

with the USA,” said the
committee chairman, Mr Joe
Biden. “We need to assist this
important front-line state.”

The measure, which passed
unanimously by a voice vote,
would waive a  series of
restrictions imposed on
Pakistan following its 1999 |
military coup.

N Editorial: No passion

spent, page 6
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;“When will we act, PM? Kashmiris caught between two c}a@pﬁ%g, one targeting us, other not defending’ ‘l

and some reason

Farooq sheds tears

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 3
' - IXING  ¢motion
and rhetoric, Chief
Minister Farooq
Abdullah  today
shed tears in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly urging

Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee to ensure that the “mili-
tant training camps in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir are smashed
so that the misery of the people
comestoanend.”

“Why are we waiting for so
long, PM sahib? This war is 12
years old. When will we act?” he
asked. And then got so carried
away that he virtually declared
Kashmir independent. “The
Kashmiris are very unfortunate
to have been caught in the fire
of two countries,” he told the
House which met two days after
the car bomb blast at its main

*gate. “One is targeting us and
the other is not defending us
against the aggression un-
leashed by the former.”

Thirteen employees of the
Assembly and Council were
among the 37 killed in Monday’s
blast for which the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad first claimed responsj-
bility and then, apparently ug-
der ‘pressure from Pakistan,
issued a denial a full day later.’

Ab wagqt aa gaya ki hum us
mulq se phaisla karein,” (It’s
high time we settle it once and
for all with Pakistan) Abdullah
said. “Many mothers have lost
their sons, sisters have grieved
over the loss of their husbands
and children have: mourned
over the bodies of their par-

, ents...We don’t know how many
more people will get killed. Peo-
ple are getting massacred daily.
Prime Minster sahab ab hame
itna sabar nahin hai. Aap kuch
keejiye.”

As for his role, he said thdt if
Pakistan and ISI were baying for
his blood, he would “submit”

Chorus: let’s go get them

“The militant training camps
in PoK should be smashed so that
terrorism is'notimported.on
our soif” ]
M “We don't know how many more
. will getkilled. People are getting
massacred daily. Prime Minister -
sahab ab ham me itna sabar
nahin hai, Aap kuch keejiye {(We
have lostour pauence, please do
something)”
—Faroog Abduliah, J&AK CM

1 “i does nothave to be {done)
overtly... You can do it covertly and
destroy these training camps be-
cause bleading by 4 thousand cuts
is really not the way to go about it”
' ~~Ornar Abduliah, Minister of
' State for External Atfalrs

W “Striking terrorist camps in PoK
has always been apossibility. This
has been one of the options” but any
such decisionwould haveto be
taken by the Union cabinet after
consultations with political parties.
~— 1D Swami, Minister ot
State for Home

himself at the border “provided
they promise me to end the
bloodshed there...Let them fire
as many bullets as they can upon
me. If that saves my people, Tam
ready to die.”

Abdullah said that India was
not against Pakistan but it was
Paklstan, the IS and the Hur-
rlyat who were whipping up
passions against Hindus and In-
dia. Hindus are not against
Pakistan but the converse can
be true, he said.

Praising the policeman, As-
sembly employees and fire-
fighters—*“they stood like a rock
in the time of crisis and I'm
proud to be a Chief Minister of
this state—he criticized the me-
dia for giving “liberal” coverage

to Hurriyat and militants. “Ls.
- don’t want this type of a press. I

appeal them to expose the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

™

In between the appeals, the emotions inside the J-K Assembly. Express photo by Javeed Shah

Return Jaish chlef Advani to Pak

TARIQ BHAT
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 3

UNION Home Minister L
K Advani today said if Pak-
istan was earnest in fighting
terrorism then it should han- . :
dover the leader of Jaish-e-Muhammad to India.
Jaish had claimed responsibilty for the attack on
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly on Monday in
which 38 people were killed before issuing a denial
24 hours later from Pakistan.

Moudana Masood Azhar, the Jaish leader, who
Advani now wants Pakistan to deliver to India was
persohally escorted by Union Minister for External
Affaigs and-Defence Jagwant Singh andharded
over to the kidnappers of the 1C-814 flight in Kan-
dahar in December 1999. The kidnappers had de-
manded the release of Azhar, a Harkat-ul-Mu-

. that for more than a decade India has been bearing

jahideen commander who was
in Indian jails since 1994, as a
condition for the release of the
hijacked plane.

Advani who addressed a
press conference here today
_ along with the state Chief Min-
ister Farooq Abdullah and Governor Girish Sax-
ena said Prime Minister Vajpayee has written to
the US about the Srinagar attack and emphasised

the burden of such attacks. He also said India has
demanded that Jaish be included in the list of
banned terrorist groups.

“The prime minister has stressed that we have

been messl 1g terrorism over a decade and In- |-

dia’s patience/has a limit,” Advani said. Jaswant
Singh, who is in the US, has drawn Washington’s,
CONTINUED ON PA(?/

NDIAN EXPRESS-.
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Manifestation of Pak.’s,

v\ anger, says Advani "

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 3. The Union Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani, said to-
day that Pakistan had targeted the
Jammu and Kashmir legislature
on Monday (when a suicide at-
tack by the militant outfit, Jaish-
e-Mohammad, claimed 36 lives)
because it was a representative
institution and reflected the peo-
ple’s commitment to democracy,
secularism and unity with India.
Speaking to mediapersons at the
end of his one- day visit to Srina-
gar, he said Pakistan was angry
with the people of the State for
having belied the two-nation the-
ory and acceded to secular India.
“This (the attack) is a manifesta-
tion of that anger.”

‘Turning point’

Addressing the joint session of
the legislature, scheduled at the
legislative complex but held at the
Sher-e-Kashmir International
Conference Centre, Mr. Advani
told the legislators that the attack
was a turning point in the 12 years
of militancy and would define a
new road map to tackle the men-
ace of terrorism. In the hour-long
closed-door meeting, he assured
the members of the Centre’s sup-
port, sources said.

Later, Mr. Advani chaired the
meeting of the Unified Headquar-
ters — apex body of the State se-
curity and intelligence agencies.
The situation arising out of the

W\

Jammu and Kashmir legislators wipe away tears as the Assembly
session in Srinagar resumed on Wednesday, after the suicide
hombing that claimed 36 lives. — AP

strike and measures to deal with
such eventualities were dis-
cussed.

The Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernor, Mr. G. C. Saxena, the Chief
Minister, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
the Union Minister of State for
Home, Mr. Vidyasagar Rao, the
Minister of State Home for Jam-
mu & Kashmir, Mr. Khalid Suhra-
wardy, the Union Home
Secretary, Mr. Kamal Pandey, the
Chief Secretary, Mr. Ashok Jaitly,

and the top brass of the Army, the
para-military forces and police at-
tended the meeting.

Soon after his arrival in Srina-
gar, Mr. Advani and his team vis-
ited the legislative complex. He
was escorted to the gutted portion
of the building. Mr. Advani asked
senior officers if there had been a
security lapse. Unprecedented se-
curity arrangements were made

in the city for Mr. Advani’s visit.

THE HINDy
80T 2my

YV CCS reviews

J&K situation
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 3. The Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS), re-
viewed the security scenario in
Jammu and Kashmir today. It was
the second meeting of the CCS this
week which focussed on the situa-
tion in Kashmir, particularly after
Monday’s suicide attack on the J&K
Assembly in which 36 people have
died so far.

. The meeting, presided over by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, was attended among
others by the Union Home Minis- ]
ter, Mr. LK. Advani, the Finance
Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, the
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, the
Centre’s interlocutor on Kashmir,
Mr. K.C. Pant and the three service
chiefs.

Swamy for action

against terrorists
By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, OCT. 3. The Janata Party
president, Dr. Subramanian Swa-
my, has called upon the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
to “make amends for his Govern-
ment’s softness to terrorists” in the
handling of the 1999 Kandahar air-
line hijack.

In a statement released here to-
day, he said the Prime Minister
must direct the Air Force to bomb
“‘terrorists training camps in Skar-
du and Muzzafarabad in Pakistan-
held Kashmir, as well as send our
Israeli-trained commandos to hunt
for the LTTE supremo, Mr. V. Pra
hakaran, in Sri Lanka’.




/
/ [ ]
Pak raises

Kashmir
9 W;}lat UN

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA ¢ |‘L‘
UNHQ, Oct. 3. — 3%:“%

 raised the Kashmir issue at

the UN General Assembly yes-

: terday, calling for a lasting and

honourable settlement to the
“dispute”.
Pakistan’s ambassador to the

" UN, Mr Shamsad Ahmad, refer-

red to Kashmir during a debate
on steps to combat terrorism.
Mr Ahmad was the first dele-

; gate to rake up the issue. He

said Pakistan had done a lot to

i “help” the international coali-
| tion against terrorism.

' "But there are people who re-
i main deprived of their funda-
| mental right to self-determina-
' tion. The Security Council res-

olution pertaining to their des-
tiny and future remains unim-
plemented in the archives of
this organisation,” he said. “It's
time for courageous decisions

. to correct historic wrongs and
| to redress endemic injustices.”

“Our obligation to fight terror-

¢ ism must not deflect us from

the need for a just, lasting and
honourable settlement of the
Palestine and Kashmir dis-
putes,” Mr Ahmad said.

Pak clerics call off trip

i Disappointed by the stands of

the Taliban and the USA, Mus-
lim clerics have cancelled their

. Afghanistan trip, reports AP

from Islamabad, quoting an Is-
lamic Party spokesman.
Leaders of four major parties
were to visit the Taliban head-
quarters in Kandahar this week
to meet Mullah Mobamiraed
Omar. But the trip was caited

. off because the clerics saw no

* chance of a breakthrough.

»
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Atal lette

S. Rajagopalan C) ¥ N
Washington, October 2 e 4

INDIA ON Monday took the
extraordinary step of warning
Pakistan through the US, a move
that prompted President George
W Bush to hastily reassure New
Delhi that Washington’s war on
terrorism will be truly global.

“Pakistan must understand
that there is a limit to the
patience of the people of India,”
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee said in a letter to President
Bush within hours of Monday’s
terrorist outrage in front of the
Kashmir Assembly, killing more
than 30 people.

The letter, personally handed
over by External Affairs Minis-
ter Jaswant Singh, also con-
tained a subtle message for the
US. Vajpayee told Bush that just
as he was discharging his core

Wy

i

Bush
Understanding

Vajpayee
Talking tough

responsibility of safeguarding
the interests of American people,
he himself had to act in defence
of India’s supreme national
interest.

That Washington took the
Prime Minister’s missive seri-
ously became clear with Presi-
dent Bush himself holding an
unscheduled meeting with
Singh, lasting 40 minutes. The
meeting took place when Singh
was in the midst of consultations
with the US National Security

r bo

mb for Bush

Adviser, Condoleezza Rice.

Sihgh, speaking to reporters
later, declined to go into details of
the “very candid, very produc-
tive” meeting, except to say that
Bush was very clear that the US’s
war on terrorism “will not be
unidirectional”. The inference
was that the focus would go
beyond Osama bin Laden’s al-
Qaida and stretch to other
groups, including the ones oper-
ating in Jammu and Kashmir.

Asked about the US’s single-
minded pursuit of bin Laden, to
the seeming exclusion of terror-
ism elsewhere, Singh said it
would be wrong to conclude that
Washington was limiting the bat-
tle to the Saudi dissident. “Presi-
dent Bush has said it will not be
unidimensional”.

The minister indicated that he
had no reason to doubt the US’s
stated resolve to fight terrorism

WH]NDUSTAN TIME:

~ -

::“"31\,! OE;"?{D;

in all its manifestations on a
global plane “after they have
addressed their principal objec-
tive” of dealing with bin Laden
and his men.

Vajpayee’s letter, which spoke
of the national anger against the
latest terrorist outrage, pointed
out that the Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad had claimed
responsibility for the dastardly
act. That apart, “a Pakistani-
national based in Pakistan” was
one of the suicide bombers in the
Srinagar operation.

The Prime Minister highlight-
ed the “irony” that the Srinagar
attack by the Pak-based outfit
came just a day after President
Musharraf claimed in a TV
interview that there was not a
single terrorist group operating
from Pakistan’s territory.

Full text of PM’s letter on Page 7
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"PoK camps give
high-altitude
training to ultras

SRINJOY CHOWDHURY 9"?;(1_

L

M’sxcs STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, Sept. 29. — Militants in Jammu and Kashmir re-
ceive specialised training in mountain warfare in camps just
north of Kargil on the other side of the Line of Control.

There are 17 training camps for about 500 terrorists in the
Northern Areas of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, across Kargil
and Baramulla, officials said. In 1999, Pakistani soldiers, sup-
ported by militants, infiltrated into Kargil and it was only in
September, after three months of fighting, that they were
pushed back.

Militants belonging to the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, the recently
formed Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Al-Badr and the Hizbul Muja-
hideen are trained in these camps. It's not just drills, firing au-
tomatic weapons and use of explosives. Militants learn to use
camouflage, ice-axes and other mountaineering equipment.

There are two “layers” of camps in the Northern Areas. There
are some camps very close to the Line of Control, less than 20-
26 km away. They are in little hamlets or small towns at Nek-
run, Taobat, Minimarg, Gultari, Mansher, Dudgai, Kamri, Do-
mel and Makshi. These are small camps in which a few dozens
militants receive training. The second “layer” of camps are prob-
ably larger and are further inside PoK. Four such camps have
been identified. They are at Skardu, which was one of the ad-
ministrative hubs of the Pakistani Army during the Kargil war
in 1999, Gilgit, Chitra and Khapalu. :

‘But after the World Trade Center bombings, many of these
camps have been cleared and the terrorists trained there are
“mingling” with the local population. Many militants fought in
the 1999 Kargil war but a large number of them served as irregu-
lars, often ferrying food and equipment to the mountain peaks. Af-
ter the war in 1999, militants have made very few attempts to in- |
filtrate into the Drass-Kargil area. There have been many more in-
filtration bids in other sectors. The Army is likely to have an IG to
monitor its state of morale, discipline and equipment readin?/

THE STATESMAR
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-SIMI ban was

B No immediate provocation, says it

EXPRESS NEWS SEchrﬁ'\}3
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 28 N
¥

HE decision to ban

the Students’ Islamic

Movement of India

was premeditated and
not a sudden reaction, the gov-
ernment said today, claiming to
have unearthed evidence show-
ing the outfit’s connections with
Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida
and a number of pan-Islamic or-
ganisations stretching from
West Asia to Chicago. Mean-
while, arrests of SIMI activists
continued all over the country,
including its national chief in
Delhi. -

Home Secretary Kamal
Pandey said that, contrary to the
prevailing opinion yesterday —
which had linked the ban to the
SIMI chief’s recent speech de-
nouncing the Indian Govern-

ment and praising bin Laden —

there was “no immediate provo-
cation” for the ban.

“We have made a thorough
study of SIMI’s activities and
prepared our case accordingly.
. Bin Laden is just one individual;
SIMTI’s links go much beyond

that. We do not want to go to the -

tribunal (yet to be set up, it will
issue final endorsement of the
ban) with a weak case,” Pandey
said. SIMI, he added, would also
be given a chance to represent
its case before the tribunal,
which will be headed by a sitting
High Court judge.

Giving a statewise breakup
of the arrests, Pandey said Uttar
Pradesh accounts for maximum
arrests —90— with the police
sealing SIMI offices in Luc-

Why the ban s easier
said than done

B The Govt hastore-
ferthe deeisionto a
special fribunal
headed by assitting -
High Courtjudge. -
This tribunal, after
hearing SIMV's de-
fence, can either cancel the ban or.en-

dorse it, in which case the ban remains
valid for two years

M If the Govt wants to extend the ban, it
will at that stage have toissue a fresh
notification and go through the same
procedure with another tribunal

I Despite arrests that follow the ban-
ning of an organisation, it often man-
ages to stay alive as some of its mef-
bers either go underground or operate
through other fronts

M The law also penalises anybody
who funds or otherwise extends sup-
portto any banned organisation. it was:
for this reason that, as a seque! to an
expose in The Indian Express, three
top Tata Tea executives were booked
by the police in 1997 on the charge of

funding the ULFA.

know, Mathura, Rampur and
Aligarh. In Maharashtra, 45
SIMI members have been put
behind bars; in West Bengal the
figure was 35. The states where
the police crackdown is still con-
tinuing also include Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh.

One of SIMI’s stated objec-
tives, Pandey said, is ‘jehad’ for

the cause of Islam, destruction

of nationalism and establish-
ment of Islamic rule or a
Caliphate. “In short, the organi-

building up 6&ase M Arrests

sation does not believe in the na-
tion state, it does not believe in
the Constitution or the secular
order. It regards idol worship as
a sin and its holy duty to end idol
worship.”

As for unearthing SIMI’s al-
leged anti-national activities, the
Home Ministry this evening
churned out out a list of such
acts. These include:

B Eulogising the valour of the
‘death-defying mujahideen’ in
Kargil and absolving Pakistagn of
any involvement in the conflict

W In the wake of Pokliran-2,

19 N 201

SIMI president Shahid Badr being produced in court in New Delhi on Friday. Express photo

condemning India’s nuclear
preparations as being directed
against Pakistan and the Islamic
world, justifying Pakistan’s nu-
clear tests. :
B Extending clandestine sup-
port to what it calls Jehad’ in
Kashmir and advocating seces-
sion of Kashmir from India
B Lauding Osama bin Laden as
the quintessential ‘Mujahid’ and
protraying Maulana Masood
Azhar as Mehmood Ghaznavi
Pandey said after receiving
recommendations of various

state governments for aban, the

prEe

in the works, says govt

continue, national chief held in Delhi
v:m: v T e T

matter was carefully examined
and discussed with the Law Min-
istry and Department of Legal
Affairs. It was felt necessary to
ban SIML, he insisted, otherwise
it would have got an opportunity
to “‘escalate secessionaism and
support militancy, disrupt the
secular fabric of the country by
polluting the minds of people
and creating communal dishar-
mony, propogate anti-natiol
sentiments and instigate riots in
a bid to win over the Muslims to
its hard-line fundamentalist and
anti-national approach.”




e

Qazi left out of

I[slamic nations

envoys meeting
)

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 27

INDO-PAK RELATIONS have
been worsening since the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist strikes in the
United States. Another instance
of this was evident today when

the Pakistani High Commission-

er, Jahangir Qazi, was left out of
a list of 24 envoys of Islamic
nations invited to a meeting with
Omar Abdullah, the Minister of

tate for External Affairs. Qazi

as also not invited to a meeting

f envoys of South Asian coun-
tries convened by Foreign Secre-
tary Chokila Iyer.

The meetings were part of
New Delhi’s policy of convincing
the Islamic nations that India,
while being a full-fledged sup-
porter of the “war against ter-
rorism”, would ensure there is
no persecution of Muslims. No
specific reason was given for
leaving Pakistan’s High Commis-
sioner out of the guest list.

India has made it clear that
continuing with the Agra process
is not its priority at the moment.
Rather, sources said that New
Delhi would henceforth focus on
Pakistan’s role as a sponsor of
terrorism at international
forums. As the last backer of the
Taliban regime, Pakistan is quite
assisting the Indian effort.

At next month’s Common-
ealth Heads of Government
CHOGM) summit in Brisbane,
dia is likely to make a pitch for
tions against countries
ponsoring terrorism. Pakistan,
hich is banned from the Com-

monwealth since the October

OMAR ABDULLAM

1999 coup, will not be present at
the forum.

The envoys of Egypt, Somalia,
Jordan, Libya, Lebanon, Pales-
tinian Authority, Morocco, Arab
League, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen and the central Asian
countries were invited to the
meeting convened by Omar
Abdullah at Hyderabad House.
Omar told them that India, the
country with the second highest
Muslim population, expects the
world to recognise that the war
against terrorism should not be
confused with Islam:

Pakistan’s exclusion was also
motivated by the interview its
envoy gave to a national daily
today in which the country’s sup-
port to terrorism in Kashmir was
reiterated. Qazi used the oppor-
tunity to make the distinction
Islamabad is trying to make
between terrorism and “freedom
movements”. He claimed that the
US held an identical point of
view.

External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh left tonight for
Paris, Washington and Berlin for
consultations with his counter-
parts. The spokesperson of the
MEA made it clear that India
would be raising its concerns
about the operations of Pak-
sponsored terrorist groups like
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and Jaish-e-
Mohammad. :

. Yesterday, US national securi-
ty adviser Condoleezza Rice
assured  Brajesh Mishra that
Washington would ban some

more organisations in due-
course. ”

‘HE HINDUSTAN TiME:
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Centre clamps down

on SIMI, ir?ipo

4 killed as violence erupls in
Lucknow, 67 activists held

Times News Network

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday banned the radical
Muslim outfit, the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI), which is
alleged to have links with Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) as
well as some Kashmiri terrorist
organisations. The ban immediately
sparked violent protests in
Lucknow, where four persons were
killed in police firing.

The home ministry confirmed
the two-year ban imposed under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967, on SIML
The ban implies that all activities
of the organisation will be con-
strued as illegal, its offices will
remain sealed and its office-bear-
ers will not be able to function.

The ban comes in the wake of
strong demands by the state gov-
ernments of Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh follow-
ing incidents of violence allegedly
fanned by the organisation. Some
top SIMI leaders were also
accused of indulging in destabilis-
ing activities and making contro-
versial remarks questioning the
country’s sovereignty and integrity.

Home minister L.K. Advani con-
firmed that the government had
been monitoring the activities of
the organisation for some time and
that the state governments had
been asked to report on their activ-
ities to the Centre. “The prelimi-
nary reports that I got from all the
state governments have only con-

firmed their (SIMI’s) tendencies.
The government will handle it
firmly,” he told mediapersons.

Union home secretary Kamal
Pande had told newspersons about
two months ago that more than 40
militant activists had been rounded
up in nationwide raids and among
those arrested were activists of
SIMLI, the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the
Hizbul Mujahideen. A substantial
amount of seditious literature, doc-
uments and some weapons had
also been recovered from some of
them, he had claimed.

The ban has led to violent
protests in some parts of the coun-
try. Shortly after the Centre’s order
banning SIMI, the Uttar Pradesh
police had, in a statewide swoop,
arrested 67 SIMI acvitists.

Sources said the interrogation of
Tahir Jamal, former president of the
Mabharashtra unit of SIMI, and his
confidante Saqib Nachan had con-
firmed that prominent SIMI leaders
had been asked to provide all possi-
ble assistance to militants besides
raising squads of Muslim youths in
communally-sensitive pockets.

In Lucknow, at least four persons
were killed when the police
opened fire on violent demonstra-
tors who were protesting the arrest
of three office-bearers of SIMIL.

Principal secretary (home)
Naresh Dayal said an indefinite
curfew had been clamped in the
Chowk, Wazirganj, Saadatganj and
Bazar Khala localities of the

walled city.

SECS

ban
Police still to

shut down SIMI
office in Mumbai

Times News Network

MUMBAL Until Thursday
evening, the Kurla police had not
shut the office of the Students’
Islamic Movement of India (SIMI)
even though the Centre had

banned the organisation. :

Irshad Khan, a spokesperson for
SIMI, said, “Nobody has asked us
to close our office. Although we
have heard reports about some of
our workers being picked up and
subsequently released on bail in
the Kalyan area, no action has
taken against us in Mumbai.”

Minutes after receiving a copy of
the ban order, the city police
despatched teams to several parts
of Mumbai to verify whether SIMI
activists had fallen in line.

Police commissioner M.N. Singh
said, “Now that the Centre has
issued a ban, SIMI activists should
freeze their activities. If they take
the law into their hands, the police
will come down heavily on them.”

Deputy chief minister Chhagan
Bhujbal has been requested the
Centre for the past several months
to ban the outfit. According to Mr
Bhujbal, SIMI activists have been
found to have a nexus with certain
terrorist organisations as well.

In an earlier meet-the-press
function, Mr Bhujbal had said
“Security agencies have proof tc
establish their (SIMD’s) links with

those responsible for Air-India
Kanishka crasl;//'
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RDX, fake curr

f%

NEW DELHI, Sept. 23. ~ The Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intelligence
has revealed that Pakistan em-
bassy officials posted in Nepal
were smuggling huge quantities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

 of RDX and fake Indian currency

| being “misused”

notes (FICN) into India. The con-
cession and facilities granted to
Nepal under the bilateral Trea-
ties of Trade and Transit were
by “unsc-
rupulous” elements, it alleged.

The DRI has claimed that Nep-
alese authorities have seized

© huge quantities of RDX and

FICN and officials of the Paki-
stan embassy in Nepal and ISI
operators were involved.

Sources in the DRI told The
Statesman: “It is difficult v esti-
mate the exact quantity of FICN
in circulation in India. However,
judging from the seizure effected
and Intelligence inputs availa-
ble, large number of syndicates
from across the Indo-Pak, Indo-
Nepal borders and also from the

A

Gulf countries are invelved in
the racket.” They did not name
the persons involved. The Nepal
authorities have already intima-
ted its counterpart in India
about the officials’ involvement,
sources added. Though various
enforcement agencies have initi-
ated measures to curb the men-
ace, DRI sources said: “It is esti-
mated over Rs 3-4 crore FICN in

Rs 100 and Rs 500 denomina-
tions were pumped into Indian
economy by various syndicates
through Nepal border last year.”
In March, Mumbai police had
seized a FICN worth Rs 1 crore.
The DRI, after intercepting a
post parcei at Mumbai’s airport
transit mail office had also seized
over Rs 50 lakh FICN.

Running along Uttaranchal, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim and
West Bengal the Indo-Nepal bor-
der has increasingly become an
area of concern and currently the

eIle Smggg

INDIA ALLEGES PAK INVOLVEMENT

most active and vulnerable
stretch from the point of view of
smuggling of arms and ammuni-
tion, explosives and FICN, sour-
ces said adding: “The problem re-
quires immediate attention from
the government of India.”

Sources said: “In view of the
friendly relations between India
and Nepal, the Indian govern-
ment had granted certain con-
cessions and facilities to Nepal
under the bilateral Treaties of
Trade and Transit. These were
being misused by the unscrupu-
lous elements.” DRI sources said
besides the Indo-Pak border,
which continues to be vulnerable
to smuggling of narcotics - main-
ly heroin, the Indo-Myanmar
border running along Manipur,
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh
and Nagaland has also become
more vulnerable to smuggling of
gold, spices, teak, Chinese con-
sumer goods and Burmese pre-

cious stones. “The ins gency
problem makes this area prone
to smuggling of arms and ammu-
nitions too,” sources added.

The Treaty of Transit permits °
unhindered movement through

the territory of India of third
country goods imported by the
land locked Nepal through the

Kolkata port. Intelligence, how- .

ever, suggests that Nepal’s im-

ports of third country goods ex- !
ceed its domestic requirement .

and these goods get deflected in
to the Indian market before they
reach Nepal and a substantial
portion also gets smuggled into
India after reaching Nepal.

DRI sources also said that in the |

wake of recent terrorist strikes
in USA, the possibility of more
smuggling of contrabands from
Afghanistan to India cannot be
ruled out due to Afghanistan’s

requirement of liquid money to |

resist possible US retaliation.
However, enforcement agencies

would keep a close watch on the :

smuggling sources added.




CHANGING FRONTIERS

New Delhi musgpcpgtain the dags pf war

G{VIVEN Afghanistan’d predicament an% netal Pervez
usharraf’s commitment to the USA, Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence may find itself in two minds on scaling
down clandestine activities in the North-east. It is no secret
that ‘E cially trained agents financed by ISI have been

opera in the region since the early 1990s. They were
. 8usp to have ﬁgnted bombs at New Jalpaiguri railway

station during the il conflict which killed several jawans.

Huge quantities of explosives were unearthed thereafter from

Assam and Sealdah station. Most Ulfa hardliners have been

trained in Pakistan and are unable to shake off the ISI yoke.

What was National Socialist Council of Nagalim general sec-

retary Thuingaleng Muivah doing in January 2000 at Kara-

chi a fortnight before he was to resume talks with the Indian

: emissary in Thailand? He was arrested at Bangkok airport
" for allegedly travelling on a false passport. Several Muslim
, organisations have sprung up in Assam in the name of safe-
. Fuarding the community. The emergence of an Islamic Revo-
; lutionary Force unit in Manipur prompted former People’s
i Liberation Army chief Bisheswar Singh to form a resistance
groug, leading to communal clashes for the first time in 1992,
But for the chance discovery of the existence of yet another
| Islamic Liberation Army unit, their presence would have
| remained undetected.

Indian Army generals have rightly said law enforcement
agencies in the region are engaged in a proxy war. New
Delhi’s acknowledgement of the ISI presence is not enough,; it
must wake up to the all too obvious threat. It also under-
'| scores the need to tone up the Intelligence network and
tighten vigilance over vital installations and at the same time
keep tabs on the nuisance potential of suspect organisations.
The North-east may not resemble Kashmir, but the possibi-
lity exists. Much will depend on which party comes to powe
in neighbouring Bangladesh after the October elections.//

(;
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By B nuralidhar Reddy |19 A

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 22. In what ap-
pears to be an attempt to mollify
New Delhi over the remarks made
by the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, three days ago,
the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, today telephoned
the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, and exchanged
notes.

India was taken aback at the
no-holds-barred attack by Gen.
Musharraf on New Delhi for alleg-
edly attempting to fish in troubled
waters in the wake of the terror
attacks on the U.S.

The warning to New Delhi by
Gen. Musharraf to “lay off” trig-
gered a war of words from the
| other side and the telephone call
by the Pakistan Foreign Minister
is seen in diplomatic circles as an
effort by Islamabad to defuse the
tension. .

A spokesman of the Pakistan
Foreign Office told a news confer-
ence here that in the eourse of the
telephonic contact, the two Min-
isters exchanged views on the sit-
uation arising out of the terrorist
attacks on the American cities.

According to him, Mr. Sattar ex-
plained to Mr. Singh the provoca-
tion for the blunt remarks made
by the General in his address to
the people of Pakistan. The Pakis-
tan Foreign Minister stuck to the
theme that Islamabad was

“vicious propaganda’’ by the In-
dian media and a segment of the
ruling combine against his coun-
try.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister
told his Indian counterpart that
Islamabad was fully cooperating

with the international community
in its endeavour to build a coali-
tion against terrorism.

The direct contact between Pa-
kistan and India should help de-
fuse the tension between the two
countries following a war of

yr? ‘W_War against terrorism
includes J&K too: Powell

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, SEPT. 22. The impending U.S.-led assault on terrorism
would be targeted at terrorist actions anywhere in the world, in-
cluding Jammu and Kashmir, the U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, has said.

In an interview to the BBC, he said the proposed anti- terrorist
campaign in the wake of the carnage in New York and Washington

on September 11 would be aimed at all terrorist operations that'

threatened legitimate governments and the right of innocent peo-
ple to live their lives,

Asked by the interviewer, Mr. Jeremy Paxman of BBC’s News-
night, whether it was a “‘war” against all terrorism including Irish,
Kashmiri and Basque terrorism, Gen. Powell said: “I think that is
correct. Any organisation that is interested in terrorist operations to

_overthrow legitimate governments, democratically elected govern-
ments, or governments that represent the will of their people is a
threat. We should go after them. This is not new for the United
States. We recently designated the Real IRA a terrorist organisation.
We have done the same thing with three organisations in Colombia,
the FARC, the ELN and recently their para-military, the AUC.”

Gen: Powell, who preferred to call it a campaign rather than a
war, said the U.S. had already been in the “forefront” of combating
terrorism but after the September 11 incidents there was need for a
worldwide campaign, ‘‘not just the United States or even just the
U.N. but rather everybody coming together.” What happened on
September 11 was an attack on ‘“democracy’’ and “civilisation” and
the values of the free world, he said.

promptegj to react in the light of

cr- "™y
JEI -~

Sattar calls up Jaswant Singh

words in the aftermath of the Sep-
tember 11 tragedy. It is also per-
haps reiteration of desire on both
sides to keep alive the process of
dialogue that started at Agra two
months ago.

‘We won’t add
to Pak.’s woes’
By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. India today
said it was not interested in add-
ing to Pakistan’s current difficul-
ties and stepped up its efforts to
reach out to the world leaders.

Replying to Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, over
telephone, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, said,
“India had no intention to add to
the complexities that the Govern-
ment and people of Pakistan were
faced with.”

Incidentally, Government
sources here pointed out that Mr.
Singh’s reassurances come at a
time when Pakistan had shifted
two brigades of its key 16 Division
away from Umarkot-Panaoqil
sectors, facing parts of the Gujarat
and Rajasthan border with India.

During the day, the Prime Min-
ister Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
spoke to the French President,
Mr. Jacques Chirac. Both leaders
agreed that the tragedy in the U.S.
underscored the need for a uni-
fied international response
against terrorism.




‘India, P@L@stan

out of syne *
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over dialogue

New Delhi/Islamabad, Sept 21

ON A day when Pakistan toned
down its anti-India rhetoric and
expressed willingness to resume
dialogue with New Delhi,
Jaswant Singh virtually ruled
out talks in the near future, say-
ing Islamabad was now “too pre-
occupied”.

The Minister for External
Affairs said the terrorist strikes
on the USA had transformed the
sitnation “beyond recognition”.
After a meeting of -the Cabinet
Committee on Security today,
Jaswant told reporters: “Until
the situation currently faced by
Pakistan is fully resolved, its
leadership will really have no
time or inclination to address
this issue.”

He also said that no meeting
between the leaders of the two
countries was scheduled at the
moment. “If I am not visiting
Islamabad, how can the Prime
Minister be visiting?” Pakistan,
he said, was “too preoccupied”
with its internal situation, and
the one on its western front. So
the earlier plan of a meeting
between Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and President
Pervez Musharraf on the side-
lines of the UN General Assem-
bly does not stand any more.

Pakistan, on the other hand,
said it wanted to resume dia-
logue with India, a statement
that is being seen as a softening
of stand. At the same time, how-
ever, it expressed resentment
about  “Indian attempts to
declare Pakistan a terrorist
state.”

Pakistan foreign  office
spokesman Raiz Mohammad
Khan told reporters: “We want
dialogue with India to address
Kashmir and other issues. Presi-

118t

JASWANT SINGH

dent Musharraf was looking for-
ward to meet Prime Minister Vaj-
payee in New York this month.
The invitations have been
extended to the Prime Minister
and the External Affairs Minis-
ter to visit Pakistan. Pakista
remains interested in resumg
tion of dialogue.”

Khan alleged that since the
attacks on New York and Wash-
ington, the Indian media and
some Indian leaders had carried
out a “vicious” propaganda
against Pakistan, saying it
should be declared a terrorist
state and questioning Pakistan’s
participation in international
coalition against terrorism.

“This propaganda has been
strongly and firmly rejected and
repudiated by Musharraf in his
address to the nation two days
ago. President has also asked
India to stop anti-Pakistan pro-
paganda, “ Khan said. In New
Delhi, Jaswant said that it was an
“uncanny coincidence” that the
assassination of Ahmad Shah
Masood should have come at the
same time as the strikes on the
Us.
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Jaswant,
Advani
explain stand

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 SEPTEMBER
NDIA'S RESPONSE to the situ-
ation created by the terrorist
attack on the US came under a
detailed scrutiny at a full-scale
meeting of the Union Cabinet.
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Tuesday let external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh and
the Union home minister LK.
Advani, both members of the

the Cabinet. The marathon discus-
sion, lasting four hours, saw sever-
al participants seeking clarifica-
tions, mainly on Pakistan's machi-
nations and the preparedness to
deal with the threat of intensified
subversion by the ISL

said the main driver, as far as India

interest and, particularly, the con-
cern over terrorism. He said the
current focus on international ter-
rorism is welcome to India.
Battling terrorism had already fig-
ured right on top of our "to do” list

the country's cause.
Mr Singh said while support

bered that it is our own battle
whose outcome will be decided by
our resources and determination.

battle for us," he said. Some of the
participants like telecommunica-
tions minister Pramod Mahajan
referred to the reports about
Pakistan seeking to cut a deal
which could ieave India at a disad-
vantage.

He seemed to hint that
Pakistan, because of its location

could be of greater utility to the
US. 16B minister Sushma Swaraj,
it is learnt, also felt that chances of
US taking Pakistan up on its offer
of "unstinted cooperation" looked
plausible.

Shourie observed that while
Pakistan may seek to cash in on its
location and nexus, its so-called
advantages will turn into liabilities.

L.K. Advani said the United

Pakistan.

"The ambassador even said
Pakistan, by circulating reports,
was trying to drive a wedge
between India and the US,” Mr
Advani said. The point was but-
tressed by Jaswant Singh.

Cabinet Committee on Security, |
explain the government's stand to : §

The external affairs minister

is concerned, has been national :

SouUND OF SILENCE; Prime Minister Vajpayee, home minister L.K. Advani and urban

s AR S0

i POPULAR
i Pakistan’s decision to ally with the
i US is gathering intensity and pace.
i Intelligence agencies reported that
i the biggest yet demonstration

i mosque,
! training ground for Taliban cadres,
i witnessed a 3,000-strong crowd
i protest against the proposed US
i strikes and Pakistan President
¢ Pervez Musharraf’s pro-US stand.

development minister Ananth Kumar (far left) observe a two-minute silence in New Delhi
on Tuesday, in memory of those killed in the recent US attacks. — AP

and, the new determination — a :
by-product of the carnage in the :
US — of the international commu- :
nity to fight the scourge can help i
i THE DIPLOMATIC blackmail by Pakistan may not be |
enough to push India out of the alliance forged by
from any quarter for country's
counter-terrorism initiative can be :
welcomed, it needs to be remem- i

"The bottomline remains that ;
nobody else is going to fight this i

; because of its geographical proxim-
and deep links with the Taliban, i

i have to give equal priority to the
Disinvestment minister Arun :

i ism initiatives.
States ambassador had denied that §
there any deal had been cut with i

Pak blackmail

Our Political Bureau

Cabinet urges

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 18 SEPTEMBER

the US for attacking terrorism. This is the impression
government leaders have gained after their interac-
tions with officials of the US administration.

Home minister L.K. Advani and external affairs

minister Jaswant Singh, who have been interacting |
with US ambassador Robert D. Blackwill, shared :

their assessment with their Cabinet colleagues on
Tuesday and said that the Americans themselves

were sensing a Pak ploy to drive a wedge between

India and the US. “It is one of those
usual efforts. It is surprising that the
Pakistani assertions have found
much attention here,” the US
ambassador is believed to have said.

The assessment here is that the
US, which requires Pakistan
ity to Afghanistan, would also like
to have India on board as the
counter-terrorism agenda is not
restricted to just killing or capturing
Osama bin Laden. The US, the
external affairs minister said, will
larger question of terrorism, as it is :ties. - The
the urge to quell it in their respec-
tive backyards that has been
prompting countries like Russia to
align with the US in counter-terror-

Mr Advani said this would put
Pak in a spot. “The choice will be
between a rock and a hard place,”
he said. A majority of the Cabinet
ministers, who were inclined to go
with his perception, said the choic-
es for Musharraf had shrunk con-
siderably after Islamabad received
the US wish list.

the MHA.

registrations.

The MHA has waived the
penalty fee for non-renewal of

NEW DELH! 18 SEPTEMBER

THE UNION Cabinet, on Tuesday, stressed the need

for stepped up vigil against possible subversion by IS1

eration to the US in its fight agains

dams.

makes them ecasy targets of subver
sion.

gence agencies is that the “activat
ed” ISI “sleepers” may train thei
guns on these low-security installa-

imum economic damage to India.

need for a comprehensive anti-ter-
rorism legislation.

The proposal to enact Tada-II
albeit with safeguards

prepared by the Law Commission
Earlier, the NHRC, too, had rejected
the need for a central anti-
terrorism law. :

1’*!'_-7 e

: the
i Pakistan as protests gather steam,
¢ which puts the Pakistan govern-
i ment’s offer of full cooperation to
i the anti-terrorism effort on shaky
i ground. The immediate future
i looks even more uncertain as the
i DG-ISI Lt Gen Mahmud Amed

not enough vigil against ISI

: 5,900 seminaries,

It is in this background that the
Cabinet, on Tuesday, discussed the :

against i
human rights violations, had to be i
set aside following opposition from |
a majority of states who were not :
satistied with the “safeguards” pro- i
posed in the draft anti-terrorism bill

[ he Lconomic [ luine,

o ad

eam Atal wary of Pak role in terrorism war

Musharraf
move foments
unrest

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 18 SEPTEMBER
UNREST  against

against the US was carried out on
Tuesday in the Pathan-dominated

: areas of NWFP and Balochistan in
! Peshawar and Quetta near the
i Pakistan-Afghanistan border.

In Karachi, the famous Binori
which has been the

Musharraf’s deciston has had
inevitable fallout within

and Nasrullah Babar headed back
to Islamabad on Tuesday evening,
having failed to convince the

i Taliban to hand over bin Laden.

The reports of protests are

i comingin from as far as Sindh and
i the NWFP, touching every section
i from the army to the students.
i “sleepers”. Although the security agencies have bust- |
i ed nearly 110 ISI modules spread across several states |
i over the recent years, there exist an equal or even
i greater number of these cells which are dormant but
can be activated as part of the Pakistan agency's i
¢ gameplan to perpetrate terror. !
! The Cabinet felt that the ISL, under pressure from i
i the fundamenialists in Pakistan who are opposing i
President Pervez Musharraf's offer of unstinted coop-

Afghans must
get registered

QOur Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 18 SEPTEMBER
S PART of its preparedness
in the event of'a US attack
on Afghanistan, the govern-
ment has instructed all Afghan
nationals residing in- India to
register themselves with the
country's imimigration authori-
revised - policy,
anriounced by the Union home
ministry on-Tuesday, . requires
Afghan nationals - possessing
valid or expired travel/immigra-
tion documents to get duly reg-
istered. The cases 0f Afghans
residing - without any  docu-
ments will ‘be put-up before a
committee - constituted ~within

The madrassas are also causing
great concern. These seminaries

i have been reportedly seething

with rage against the proposed
action in Afghanistan. There are
with almost
500,000 students in Pakistan,
which are well-known breeding
grounds for terrorists and fiday-

i eens. About 2,550 seminaries are
the Taliban, may act out of desper- :
ation and strike some vulnerable i
targets in the country including ;

operating in Punjab and 80 in
Lahore alone. The Pakistan home
ministry identifies 780 seminaries

¢ in Punjab as being affiliated to the

The dams, mostly located in the |
interiors, often lack security which :
¢ dents as well as the JUI-run 700
! seminaries in Balochistan _»@th
The assessment of the intelli- |

Deobandis, 650 seminaries in the
NWFP. with some 100,000 stu-

50,000 students.

— Shahifmam

tions with the aim of causing max- !

calls strikes
divine wrath*

Ahmad Chah Rulhari



“India may have

been upstaged
by Pakistary o+

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \ ‘6\6\

NEW DELHI, Sept. 17. — Even as official assurances to the con-
trary were available, there were serious apprehensions within

- the Indian establishment that Pakistan has managed to upstage
. India vis-a-vis the USA in the global initiative against terrorism.

A strong section of opinion within the defence establishment ap-
prehends that Pakistan, by agreeing to offer its services against

! Osama bin Laden and the Taliban in Afghanistan, has managed to

curry enough favour with the USA establishment to allow it to turn

i a blind eye on militancy in Kashmir, and to ignore the fact that the
; Pak-Afghan region has emerged as the major breeding ground of

the Islamic fundamentalist brand of terror practiced by bin Laden.
Officially, however, the US ambassador, Mr Robert Blackwill, to-
day assured India that it had not entered into any bargain with
Pakistan on Kashmir in return for Islamabad’s military and other

| assistance against bin Laden’s terrorist bases in Afghanistan. Mr

Blackwill met Union home minister, Mr LK Advani, for the second
time in three days to dispel such apprehensions. Top ministry offi-
cials said the Bush administration had clarified that the USA would
never bargain in its “crusade” against terrorism. Mr Blackwill also
met the foreign and defence minister, Mr Jaswant Singh, today.

The Prime Minister and Mr Advani met J&K chief minister, Dr
Farooq Abdullah, today to facter in these inputs.

The USA and Pakistan both denied that Islamabad’s offer for as-
sistance to the USA was conditional. Sources in the Pakistan
high commission here said there has been no official statement of
conditional assistance, and reports suggesting pre-conditions by
Islamabad were mere media speculation.

The US embassy also clarified that Islamabad’s offer was total-
ly unconditional.

The foreign office spokesperson, however, said if Pakistan’s offer
was pre-conditioned, then it “trivialises the global approach” that
India was trying to build up against terrorism, and also the co-
lossal dimensions of the recent tragedy.

With officialdom believing that Pakistan is caught “between the
devil and the deep blue sea,” the official line is that India has
been fighting terrorism for over a decade and has offered its un-
qualified support to the USA. It is unlikely, therefore, that the
USA would wish to alienate India while firming up a global coa-
lition to combat terrorism.

The Indian defence establishment, however, is weighing the
emergence of concrete expressions of Pakistan’s commitment
against terrorism. For those could establish the future contours of
India’s own terrorist problems, in J&K in particular.

Can Pakistan be part of the solution to the problem when it is it-

self a breeding ground of terrorism?

B See PAK: page 8 /

Yy
J vl L



e

by PAK:

(Continued from page 1)

i Senior military officers say it would be imperative that the gov-

I ernment doesn’t allow the USA to lose sight of the bigger picture
simply because it might be provided some immediate assistance

| from Pakistan in striking bin Laden’s bases.

© Will Pakistan sell the USA a dummy, they ask.

. If it was indeed committed to eradicating terrorism, would it

. have spelt out certain pre-conditions: lifting of sanctions, an eco-
nomic revival package, and a greater American role in Kashmir?

The Indian defence establishment entertains suspicions that
Gen Pervez Musharraf will make the right noises, create an
impression that he has risked earning the wrath of powerful
domestic forces in taking a tough line with the Taliban and bin
Laden without actually doing so — except for posturing.

In facilitating US military action against the six or seven known
bin Laden camps in Afghanistan — most probably deserted by
now — Pakistan would be deflecting attention away from the 127
camps that function in PoK and Pakistan.

Pakistan, which had ceased to be a major player in the
American scheme of things, could win back some favour by
assisting them, with the resultant danger that, military officials

' say, the West will lose sight of the Pakistan-Afghanistan region
: being the foremost nursery of terrorism in the world.

Reports over the years have suggested that terrorists nurtured

in the region operated in Bosnia, Chechnya, the Philippines, and
' the USA.
. Afghanistan is a major producer of opium, and, last year, an
- estimated 4,600 metric tonnes of it passed through Pakistan.

Pakistan having tested nuclear devices and not being a signato-
ry to the Chemical Weapons Convention are ground realities that
the USA must keep in mind while engaging that country.

India will have to keep presenting to the international commu-
nity that the vast majority of so-called freedom fighters in J&K
are foreigners, mainly Afghans.The thrust of the Indian exercise
~ whether or not it gets directly involved in military action -
must be to prevent any dilution of this focus. /
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B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMRBAD, SEPT. 16. The first signs
of uniest and anger against the
military Government are begin-
ning to surface here, over the
prospect of allowing the Pakistani
soil to be used by the U.S. and its
allies to launch strikes against the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan.

It is clear that the Government
is faced with the big challenge of
convincing the people of - the
compulsions which may leave Is-
lamabad with little option but to
help the U.S. operate against the
Taliban.

The shape of things to come
was evident from a hard-hitting
statement by the Jamaat-e-Islami
(J1) chief, Quazi Hussain Ahmed,
at an all-party meeting in Lahore
earlier in the day. While the origi-
nal agenda was to demand early
elections under the supervision of
an independent Election Com-
mission, developments arising
out of the U.S. attacks and pos-
sible American retaliation against
Afghanistan dominated the meet-
ing.

“We advise Pakistani rulers and
the United States to keep away
from a path that led to the defeat
and destruction of the Soviet
Union. Arrogance and power
games would bring nothing but
destruction,” the Qazi-is believed
to have said.

The stand of J1, largest religious
party in Pakistan, is significant.
Unlike other religious parties,
there is no love lost between the
Taliban and the JI. The J1 chief
has, on many occasions, de-
nounced the Islamic version
practised by the Taliban. So his
opposition to the Government's
offer of helping the U.S. and its
allies against the Taliban has less

%ger brews againSt t
«'Musharraf reginggw

to do with Afghanistan and®more
to do with the U.S. — it is a reflec-
tion of the prevalent ‘anti-Amer-
ican’ sentiment.

Most of the political, religious
and militant outfits have ex-
pressed serious reservations on
giving a ‘free run’ to the U.S.
Some, like the Lashkar-e-Taiba,
have gone to the extent of warn-
ing the Government of ‘“active re-
sistance.”

All the parties — religious and
political — and militant groups
have condemned the attacks on
the U.S. At the same time, they
believe that the Bush administra-
tion is jumping to conclusions on
culprits behind the attacks.

It is difficult to guess how the
Musharraf Government will tack-
le the ground situation within Pa-
kistan. It is the fear of a ‘backlash’
from within that has forced it to

adopt a cautious approach. The
political parties are also worried
that the Government could take
advantage of the crisis to impose
martial law. The Pakistan People’s
Party has demanded a clarifica-
tion on reports that a tougher mil-
itary rule would be imposed as a
quid pro quo for assistance to the
international community against
terrorism.

Protests against U.S. threat
UNI reports from Islamabad:
Several demonstrations were

held today in many parts of Pakis-

tan against the U.S. threat to wage

a war against the Taliban and

Osama bin Laden.

A large number of people, be-
longing to the Afghan Front and
other religious parties, staged ral-
lies in Rawalpindi and protested
against the Americans. They
threatened strikes if the govern-

ment assisted the United States. /

re
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Pakistan’s nexus with Taliban

no ¥

A cYOur Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 15. Stating that ,
Pakistan and the Taliban have
been working in tandem in abet-
ting terrorism, the Union Home
Minister, Mr. LK. Advani, today
said the U.S. should not overlook
this fact while formulating any
strategy on curbing terrorism.

“The world cannot disregard
the fact that for over a decade, Pa-
kistan and now Taliban have been
promoting terrorism. They have
been giving refuge and asylum to
all those indulging in terrorist vio-
lence,” Mr. Advani said while
talking to'mediapersons after in-
augurating the 30th annual train-
ing conference of the Border
Security Force.

The attacks in the U.S. followed
by subsequent developments and
actions would have a direct con-
sequence on the subcontinent,
said Mr. Advani, adding,“‘the im-

cannot be ignored:

pact will be felt on the security
scenario where our neighbour in
the West will be the most affected

from it.” ? M/\

He further 2oted: “We have to
face this challenge emerging from
the new scenario. We do not
know how the .entire scenario
takes shape, but the kind of expe-
rience and determination our se-
curity forces have shown so far,
we are ready to face all our ad-
versaries.”’

Mr. Advani said Osama bin La-
den, whom the U.S. was suspect-
ing to be the mastermind behind
the attacks, was regarded as a ‘he-
ro' among Islamic terrorists and
also among extremists who were
active in the Kashmir Valley.
“There have been instances when
security personnel have reco-
vered Osama bin Laden’s photo-
graphs from bodies of terrorists.”

Mr. Advani said the recent in-

Advani

cidents showed how in a single

-day a group of not more than 100

people could perpetrate such ter-
ror in the U.S. leaving the entire
democratic world stunned. “Itis a
war in which we do not know the
enemy, and this is the biggest dif-
ficuity we face in fighting terror-
ism.” He said India had
succeeded in its efforts to make
the world realise that fighting ter-
rorism was a “global challenge”.
“Our efforts have been reinforced
by what happened on Tuesday
but in a manner never imagined,”
he said.

Reiterating that Pakistan was/.
training terrorists to spread terror
and kill innocent people in India,
Mr. Advani — indirectly referrin;
to Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s state
ment describing terrorists a
“freedom-fighters” — said, “on
man’s terrorism cannot be anoth
er man’s freedom struggle”.




* been called off following terro-

' George W Bush and Gen Mush- |
' arraf, have been also cancelled. |

' ded that it is necessary for him
' to remain in India under the

. taken after consultations with
. the UN secretary-general and
. other UN officials.

" thorities because of the dam-

 demands on security when
. their energies are fully devo-
| ted towards search and rescue -
- operations,” the statement |

- President Bush, but political |

l
5
| istry of external affairs state- |
?

Va]payee and
Mushaitaf M\L
drop SIY VlSlt |

|
|
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ~ J ;
NEW DELHI, Sept.14 - Mr |
|
r
|

Atal Behari Vajpayee’s sched-
uled visit to New York to ad-. |
dress the United Nations has

rist attacks in the USA. This
was officially announced today.
(According to an agency

report, General Pervez Mu-
sharraf today cancelled his
New York visit in-view of the |
postponement of the UN Ge- |
neral Assembly session and
his meeting there with Mr
Najpayee won't take place.
The press secretary to the
Pakistani President, Maj.-
Gen. Rashid Qureshi, said |
the UN meeting itself has ||
been postponed and therefore 1‘
|

|

he won’t be going to New
York.)

Asg a result, some of the bilat-
eral meetings which were to
take place with President |

“The Prime Minister has deci- |

present circumstances,” a min-

ment said. Apparently the de-
cision to call off the visit was

India feels there was already
enormous strain on the US au-

age caused by the terrori8t at-
tacks. “We don’t wish to add to
the enormous strain by added

said !
Mr Vajpayee is yet to speak to |

level contact has been made.
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PoWs: India wangs

thor Qgh probe o

New Delhi, September 10 H !

INDIA TODAY demanded a
“thorough” investigation into
the whereabouts of 54 missing
Indian prisoners of war (PoWs),
allegedly lodged in Pakistani
jails. Meanwhile, Islamabad has
formally conveyed its offer to
facilitate a visit to Pakistan by
relatives of the PoWs.

“We would like a thorough
inquiry that will address the
issue fully, comprehensively and
satisfactorily,” an External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
told reporters.

The relatives should be given
all facilities to establish the
whereabouts of the PoWs, she
said.

The formal communication
was handed over to India’s
Deputy High Commissioner in
Islamabad Sudhir Vyas when he
met Rashed Salim Khan, direc-
tor-general, South Asia on Satur-
day.

“The next step is to work out
feasible and practical modalities
for the visit,” the spokesperson
said. New Delhi will now get
back to Pakistan with its propos-
als for the visit.

A six-member delegation of
relatives of the missing PoWs
had visited Pakistan in Septem-
ber 1983, but had come back
empty-handed without coming
across any of their kin.

Asked whether the Govern-

ment was contemplating taking
the assistance of the Interna-
tional Red Cross Society, she said
only the Government-to-Govern-
ment channel was being looked
at for the moment.

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf last week said he
would like to invite these rela-
tives to see for themselves that no
soldier of the 1971 Indo-Pak War
languished in the country’s pris-
ons.

Official sources pointed out
that for such visits, satisfactory
arrangements would have to be
worked out which would meet
the concerns of the relatives as
well as address the issue which is
30 years old.

Pakistani defence spokesman
Maj-Gen Rashid Qureshi said in
Islamabad last week, “With the
investigations by higher officials
of the Pakistani armed forces,
interior ministry officials and
other official agencies into the
allegations of Indian PoWs draw-
ing a blank, the president has
instructed his officials to invite
the family members of the 54
missing Indian soldiers to visit
any Pakistani jail and scrutinise
records.”

He said those who wanted to
visit Pakistan to look for their
missing kin could approach the
Pakistani High Commission in
New Delhi and obtain necessary
travel documents.

PT



/NEVg PLOY ON POWs

5 ParaPlaying to the gallery W&

ERVEZ Musharraf is either terribly naive or dangerously
disingenuous in throwing an open invitation to the fami-
lies of the 1971 prisoners-of-war to visit Pakistan and check

| things out for themselves. The families whom Musharraf was

addressing were least impressed for it has been their
eensistent case that their loved ones languishing in Pakistani
jails are not listed as POWs, for obvious reasons. Pakistan is
a signatory to the Geneva convention which requires that
POWs be repatriated at the earliest. It would hardly allow its
official records to reflect such guilt. The families are also fully -
aware that a somewhat similar exercise in 1983 proved futile. ;
Visiting Pakistan only to inspect the records which the |

. Interior Ministry has already certified as being free of POWs | |
' would be as traumatic as it would be unproductive.

Any effort to trace the 54 POWs — how many of them are |

, still alive is a moot question — would have to go a long way |

beyond official records and begin by piecing together .
scraps of information that have emanated over the years. Jail '
wardens, prisoners and a host of others would have to be :

. contacted and their inputs collated and analysed. It would .
| have to be a non-bureaucratic exercise conducted with both ]

military efficiency and missionary zeal. A Pakistani NGO is |
working on that front and if Musharraf is really serious he
could invite an Indian NGO or an international organisation,
perhaps the Red Cross, to associate itself with the endeavour.
And ensure that no governmental hurdles are created. Maybe
that would result in at least some of the 54 cases attaining

finality. /
S
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Pak. invites Indian "'

-
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families to visit jails’*

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 6. Pakistan is
willing to allow Indian families,
who believe their kith and kin are
lodged in various Pakistani jails as
1971 POWs, to travel to any part
of the country to check for them-
selves the veracity of the truth,
An official statement by the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office on Wednes-
day had declared that the military
government had come to the con-
clusion after thorough investiga-
tions that there were no Indian
Prisoners of War (PoWs) in any of
the Pakistani jails or prisons.
The Ministries of Interior and
Defence had investigated the
matter on the direction of the Pa-
kistani military ruler and Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Mushartraf.
This was one of the issues
raised by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the Agra
Summit and Gen. Musharraf had
promised to personally look into
the matter.
After the Pakistan Government
came to the conclusion that there

are no Indian PoWs in any of the
Pakistani jails, Gen. Musharraf in-
structed his officials to invite any
of the interested relatives of the
so-called 54 Indian PoWs to visit
the Pakistani jails to satisfy them-
selves about official claims that
no missing soldier of 1971 Indo-
Pak war languished in its prisons.

Gen. Musharraf’s Press Secreta-
1y and Defence Spokesman, Maj.
Gen. Rashid Qureshi, said the
family members who wanted to
visit Pakistan could approach the
Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi and obtain necessary
trave! documents.

He said that Gen. Musharraf
had asked the foreign ministry of-
ficials to facilitate the visit of fam-
ily members of the PoWs to visit
Pakistan.

The issue of missing Indian sol-
diers of the 1971 war has been a
bone of contention between India
and Pakistan for several years.

While India has continued to
maintain that there are 54 PoWs
lodged in different jails of Pakis-
tan, Islamabad has denied the

charge. According to a Pakistani
human rights activist, Mr. Ansar
Burney, foreign prisoners were
housed in about 77 jails located
across Pakistan. Last month, he
said his organisation, Burney
Welfare Trust, had begun its own
investigations inta the allegations
and promised to come out with
details in about two months.

A report in the local English
daily, Dawn, said that the Interior
Ministry apprised the Cabinet
about its efforts to verify the
charge of presence of PoWs in
jails and found no evidence to
substantiate it. The Cabinet was
informed that pictures of the
PoWs, which were provided by
the Indian Government, were also
circulated to all the prisons in the
country.

The Cabinet has also been in-
formed that all the intelligence
agencies, including the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence, (IS} had been
involved in the combing of coun-
try's prisons to locate the Indian

PoWs, it said. ,



\
\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVX

| NEW DELHI, Sept. 6. \Indla is !

' committed to the peace talks set
in motion in Agra despite Pak-
! istan’s rigid stand on Kashmir |
| .
. and sponsorship of cross-border
© terrorism. This was clarified by
! Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee today
i at the 2001 Conference of Direc-
' tors-General of Police.
' The Prime Minister said dia-
. logue alone could iead to a ne-
' gotiated settlement on out-
standing issues, including
Kashmir. Claiming that he had
taken the initiative to invite
; Gen. Pervez Musharraf for tal-
! ks, he said: “Our efforts haven't
, yielded... results so far. Yet, a
: definite step has been taken...
We will continue the process
set in motion in Agra.”

serious concern”

: Expreyzg

FOUR ARMYMEN KILLED IN J&K BLAST

‘JAMMU Sept. 6. — Four Army jawans were killed and 10 in- |
| jured in a landmine blast triggered by ultras on the Jammu-Sri- '

i nagar highway today. The ultras targeted an Army convoy at
i Digdol, near Jammu. Two jawans died on the spot and two later.

over the situation  in Jammu
and Kashmir, he said the gov-
ernment had asked the security
forces not to initiate combat op-
erations against militants for
six months.

New Delhi is furious with Is-
lamabad for insisting on raising
Kashmir at international fora.

Recent provocative statements
by the Pakistani President and
foreign minister, Mr Abdul Sat-
tar, forced New Delhi yesterday
to get its high commissioner in

In Budgam, a CRPF jawan died and four were hurt when an'
ultra stormed a camp of SOG of J&K Police. —~ PTI & SNS

Islamabad Mr V1Jay Namblar
to clarify with the foreign secre-
tary, Mr Inamul Hagq, the inten-
tions of Pakistani leaders. Pak-
istan’s obsessive nature before
the Vajpayee-Musharraf meet-
ing on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly on 25 Sep-
tember has cast doubts on Is-
lamabad’s sincerity in taking a
progressive approach to talks.
Mr Nambiar told Mr Haq that
he had sought the meeting to
derstand what Pakistan e d

/gru peace process to
conhnue° chpuyee

and wanted from the Vajpayee-
Musharraf meeting in New York.
He said questions were being
asked in India about the purpose
of such a meeting and whether it
would lead to productive results.
India and Pakistan today dis-
cussed the logistics for the 25
September meeting. The Pakis-
tani high commissioner,. Mr
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, and the
secretary (west) in the foreign
ministry discussed the admin-
istrative arrangements.

Musharraf gesture

Gen. Musharraf has invited the
relatives of 54 Indian POWs,
allegedly lodged in Pakistani
jails, to visit the country and see
that no soldier of the 1971 war is

- there in its prisons, adds PTI

from Islamabad. /



'71{136 in Pak mﬁltratlon bids in Jammu

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE y\%aklstam rangers have been

JAMMU, Sept. 6. - Desperately
trying to activate the Line of
Control and international bor-
der in Jammu division and
thus depict it as a “disturbed
one” besides keeping the Indi-
an Army heavily engaged,
Pakistan has been making a
number of infiltration bids in
the region.

According to defence statistics,
Pakistan has made a total of
87 infiltration bids from the
LoC in Jammu region since
January to August this year.
Thus, the figures show a star-
tling increase in the number of
infiltration bids made by
Pakistan this year. Only 65
such bids were made by the
Pakistani troops on the LoC
last year while there were just
39 in 1999.

Similarly, till August this
year, 11 infiltration bids by

foiled and 18 intruders gunned
down. A total of 169 infiltrators
were killed by the Indian forces
on the LoC till August this
year.

The figures also show an in-
crease in the killings of foreign
terrorists this year in Jammu
region which is a pointer to the
fact that maximum number of
foreign mercenaries have infil- |
trated to this region. Starting |
from January this year up to
August, 379 foreign terrorists
have been killed by the securi-
ty forces in Jammu region
which constitutes almost 65.4
per cent of the total number of
mercenaries killed in this area.
Last month alone, 41 foreign
mercenaries were among 69
militants killed in Jammu re-
gion. Eighty-two foreign terro-
rists were killed in June this
year.

Even in the post-Agra summit

INDEFINITE NIGHT CURFEW IN DODA
| JAMMU, Sept. 6. - Fear and panic have gripped the people of |

| the twin border districts of Poonch and Rajouri and the militan-
\ cy-infested Doda district following a series of attacks on police
: posts and District Police Lines (DPLs) by Pakistan-sponsored
‘ terrorists. In the past fortnight, the militants have targeted
Poonch police station, DPL Doda and the DPL Poonch. The lat-
| est attack on DPL Poonch was on Monday night. The people are
| feeling very insecure. The Pakistan-backed Fidayeen militant
| squads attacked the heavily guarded DPLs in Doda district on |
- Saturday. Three Fidayeen militants had killed a sub-inspector
! lines officer. Nine other policemen, including an inspector were
‘ ' also injured in the attack which was the third in a fortnight.
| After the recent attacks in Doda district, the DM has an-
| nounced night curfew from 7 p.m.onwards in the entire district.
| As per an official notification, this will continue for an indefi-
] nite period. A red alert has already been sounded in Doda, .
| Poonch and Jammu and instructions have been issued to ail the
| police stations and other high security installations to remain

| on maximum alert. — SNS

period, Pak1stan has

changed its firing pattern on
the LoC and the IB. Besides
using small arms and heavy
calibre fire, it has also

resorted to mortar shelhng ‘
This year alone, 1,313 mortars .
(both 82 mm and 60 mm) were
fired on the LoC in the Jammu

sector.
/
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_~Pak. should exercise restraint,
v o7 says Omar Abdullah

CAPE TOWN, SEPT. 4. Taking strong exception to
the recent statements by Pakistani leaders on
Kashmir, India today said if Islamabad did not
exercise restraint, the Vajpayee-Musharraf
meeting at New York later this month was un-
likely to make any headway. .

“It is expected in order to achieve success
after summit-level talks at Agra that maturity
and restraint is exercised supportively to
maintain the commitment towards dialogue
by Pakistan,” the Minister of State for External
Affairs, Mr. Omar Abdullah, who arrived here
on a two-day official visit, told PTL

He said given the tone and the substance of
the recent statements by the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, and the Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, and “the fact that
Pakistan is refraining from learning from the
recent experience and is not exhibiting any
desire publicly to work towards stability and
cooperation in the region, [ wonder if any pur-
pose will be served by the meeting in New
York.”

Mr. Abdullah was reacting to a statement
made by Gen. Musharraf during his address in
the Legislative Assembly of northern areas
where he had stated that solving of Kashmir
issue was a pre-condition to normalisation of
ties between the two countries.

OIC links J&K to Palestine
PTI reports from Durban:

A day after Pakistan raised the Kashmir is-
sue at the World Conference Against Racism
(WCAR), the Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) has sought to compare the devel-
opments in jammu and Kashmir to those in
Palestine.

“Turning a blind eye to such crimes can
only create powderkegs of tension, disputes
and conflicts worldwide as best exemplified
and evidenced in what occurred in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in recent years and what is hap-
pening in Jammu and Kashmir, Palestine and
other areas of the world,” an OIC statement
said.

The statement at the WCAR plenary was
made by the OIC Secretary-General, Mr. Ab-
delouahed Belkeziz, last night.

Pak. raising pitch
on Kashmir

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 4. With the meeting between
the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in New York just over three weeks
away, [slamabad is beginning to give a distinct
impression of raising the pitch on the Kashmir
issue.

A brief but terse statement by the Pakistan
Foreign Office tonight contested India’s claim
that at the Agra summit, Pakistan had agreed
not to raise the Kashmir issue at multilateral
forums even as the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Mr. Abdul Sattar, reiterated that Kashmir was
the only stumbling block in normalisation of
ties between India and Pakistan.

The provocation for the statement is pre-
sumably the remarks made by the Indian For-
eign Office spokesperson questioning the
manner in which Mr. Sattar raised the Kash-
mir issue at the World Racism Conference in
Durban in violation of the understanding ar-
rived at Agra.

Describing the Indian claim on the under-
standing as “pure fabrication and figment of
some one’s imagination,” the Pakistan For-
eign Office said, “‘at no stage was such an as-
surance given to any body. Jammu and
Kashmir is an internationally- recognised dis-
puted territory and Pakistan would continue
to raise this issue at international forums till
the resolution of the dispute in accordance
with the wishes of the Kashmir people”.

At Durban, Mr. Sattar took observers by sur-
prise when he accused India of denigrating the
“struggle”’ in Kashmir as terrorism and associ-
ating it with Islam. Taking exception to what

termed as “vilification of Islam,” he said

New Delhi was résorting/to\uch methods to

justify the ongoing “‘brutal repression” of
Kashmiris. On his return, Mr. Sattar told press-
persons at Karachi that Pakistan had never
been averse to a dialogue with India on issues
other than Kashmir. Both sides understood
that after the conclusion of the Agra Declara-
tion there would be a structured dialogue
process. The priority issues were identified as
jammu and Kashmir, peace and security, nu-
clear and conventional arms, confidence-
building measures, drug trafficking and terror-
ism. Mr. Sattar said Gen. Musharraf and Mr.
Vajpayee would meet in New York on Septem-
ber 25 for talks on Kashmir. “We do not expect
finalisation of any draft at the meeting, but
both leaders may decide how to proceed.”

On developments in the valley, he said, “‘the
Kashmiri struggle is indigenous and the Indi-
an response was not political and peaceful as
they let lose a reign of terror”. He accused
India of “cynically trying to portray’’ the Kash-
miris’ legitimate struggle for self-rule as ter-
rorism and extremism.

In a separate statement, the Pakistan For-
eign Office condemned the arrest of Shaikh
Abdul Aziz, member, executive council of the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC), and
the detention of Mr. Ashraf Sehrai, another
APHC leader.

‘No joint statement’
PTI reports:

Pakistan today ruled out the possibility of a
joint statement or declaration after the New
York summit between Mr. Vajpayee and Gen.
Musharraf.

The two leaders were expected to pick up
the threads from the Agra summit but not
scheduled to sign any joint statement or dec-
laration. “It would be reasonable to say that
we do not expect the finalisation of the draft in
New York,” Mr. Sattar said.

He, however, hoped that the declaration
would be “consummated” when Mr. Vajpayee

visited Islamabad later in rgsponse to Gen.
Musharraf’s invitation.

THE HINGY
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/@MEA objects to Sattar./

%Q@
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 3. India today ob-
jected to Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Abdul Sattar’s remarks
at the ongoing World Conference
Against Racism in Durban, saying
that they were not conducive to
the satisfactory resolution of the
Kashmir issue.

Mr. Sattar had accused India of
denigrating the “struggle for self-
determination” in Kashmir as
terrorism. In a spirited response,
the spokesperson of the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) termed
Mr. Sattar’s remarks as ‘‘self-
serving”. ‘“The Pakistan Foreign
Minister gratuitously overlooks

“remarks at Durban*“’\@

that there are more followers of
the noble faith of Islam in India
than in Pakistan. India, which is
governed by a secular Constitu-
tion, has never associated any
one faith with terrorism.”

The spokesperson, however,
singled out for criticism, the in-
volvement of Pakistan and the
Taliban regime in terrorism in-
cluding cross-border terrorism.

Dismissing the allusion to
“self-determination” in Kashmir
by Mr. Sattar, the spokesperson
said the killing of innocent civil-
ians was an expression of terror-
ism and considerations of
ideology, race, ethnicity or reli
gion could not justify it.

THE HINDU
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~" Pak. rakes up
qv?j\Kashmir at -~
U™ Durban Y

DURBAN, SEPT. 2. Pakistan today
raked up the Kashmir issue at the
United Nations World Confer-
ence Against Racism here and ac-
cused India of “brutal
repression” that had “led to the
killing of 75,000 people.”

Addressing the conferericg, the
Pakistan Foreign Minister,\ Mr.
Abdul Sattar, said “it is sad that in
our own region, this theme of
denigrating the struggle for self-
determination as terrorism and
associating terrorism with Islam
is being actively promoted to jus-
tify the ongoing brutal repression
of the Kashmiri people.

“The effort by Indian publicists
to exploit prevalent prejudices
cannot mask the fact that 75,000
people — Kashmiris — have been
killed in the last decade of their
struggle for freedom,” Mr. Sattar
said.

Pakistan’s reference to Kashmir
is in violation of Islamabad’s
promise of not raking up the issue
in international fora. — PTI

More reports on Page 14

THE HINDU
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" NEW DELHI, Aug. 31. - Iniii

. Minister, Mr LK Advani, of

- “hidden hand” and “hard-

- again”, she said.

“approach based on an adver-

India 2
rubbishes
‘Musharraf
statements

~ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE \Q

has rubbished General Pervez |
Musharraf’s reported state- .
ments accusing the Home

blocking the joint declaration ;
etween India and Pakistan at |
gra. A "
This is perhaps the first time
since the Agra summit that
Pakistan categorically mentio-
ned the Union minister’s
name. Earlier, it had accused a

liners” in the government for
the deadlock. The external
affairs ministry is awaiting the
“full and authorised” text of
the Pakistani President. The
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad will be obtaining it.
Meanwhile, the spokes-
woman of the ministry has
“dismissed” the statement.
“There is nothing that is new
in these comments. Such
rumours about our Cabinet
have appeared on earlier
occasions, too, after Agra, and
have been, and are dismissed

The Prime Minister had
already made it “abundantly
clear” in Parliament that the
question of a joint document
had to be abandoned by India
mainly on account of “Pakis-
tan’s ingistence on the ‘settle-
ment’ of the Jammu and Kash-
mir ‘issue’, as a precondition
for any movement forward’ ;
and also on agcount of “its |
reluctance to acknowledge and
address cross-border terro-
rism”, said the spokesperson.
The government is cate-
gorically clear that an |

sarial relationship, or seeking
to hold the entire relationship
hostage to one issue, “has not
worked in the past and will
not work in the future either” .

But the government also is |
committed to continue with the
Lahore process, seeking
fruitful dialogue with Pakistan
as part of “our quest for a
relationship of peace, friend-
ship and cooperation,” she said. /

7
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“India announces
cuts for Pak! produ\éts

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 31. Sustaining the
initiative on Confidence Building
Measures (CBMs) prior to the
meeting between the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee and the
Pakistani President, General Per-
vez Musharraf at New York, India
today announced 50 tariff lines
where duties will be cut or with-
drawn on imports from Pakistan.

These include newspapers and
books as well as dried fruits,
mushrooms, cosmetics, raw hldes
and unprepared leather.

The tariff lines have been iden-
tified by the Commerce Ministry
following a directive by the Prime
Minister prior to the Agra Sum-
mit.

According to the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
it was one of the unilateral initia-
tives announced in July to en-
hance people-to-people ties and
assist in the establishment of du-
rable peace and stability between
India and Pakistan.

Making a statement in the Lok
Sabha today, the Minister said the
initiatives were born out of In-
dia’s continuing conviction that
the foundation of peace between
the two countries had to be laid in
the “minds and hearts of the peo-
ple of both countries’.

He stressed that India felt that
increased trade between the two
countries would have its own dy-
namics and would have a positive
impact on the bilateral relations.

Accordingly, on July 4, the
Prime Minister had instructed the
Comimerce Ministry to identify 50
lines on which tariff could either
be eliminated or reduced. These
had been identified through a
process of inter-ministerial con-
sultations, he said.

Mr. Jaswant Singh said the De-
partment of Revenue will be issu-
ing formal notifications in this
regard after completmg necessary
procedural requirements.

In a related development, India
today released 24 Pakistani na-

T

tionals, who were lodged in a
high-security jail in Amritsar.
These prisoners were handed
over to the Pakistani Rangers by
the Border Security Force person-
nel at the Wagah checkpost in
Punjab.

Meanwhile the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs reiterated that the
relations between India and Pa-
klstan could not be held hostage
to “one issue”. This observation
was made by a spokesperson of
the MEA in reply to a question on
Gen. Musharaff's reported con-
tention that he and Mr. Vajpayee
were close to a breakthrough
twice in their talks at Agra.

The spokesperson, however re-
fused to be drawn into a com-
ment on why the Agra Summit
remained  inconclusive. The
Prime Minister and Mr. Jaswant
Singh had themselves co
ed in considerable
summit in Parlia

|




MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

IT’S official. The
Agra Summit collapsed
. because of two wogds.
The first was “cross-bor-
der terrorism”. External
Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh claimed his gov-
ernment had brought
! the expression “centre-
stage” in international discourse after Kargil.
Which, of course, is why the word does not ap-
-pear in the Lahore Declaration. In explana-
tion of why “cross-border terrorism” was irrel-
evant to Lahore but the “core issue” at Agra,
the prime minister in Parliament essays the ex-
planation that cross-border terrorism before
Lahore was limited to “minor incidents”
(chhut-phut ghatnayein)! -

- The other no-no word at Agra, we are told,
was Musharraf’s refusal to accept the militants
in J&K as “terrorists” and his gall at describing
them as “freedom fighters”. Was this the Pak-
istan President’s semantic discovery in the
blinding beauty of the Taj Mahal? Or is this
what Pakistan has been saying since 1947? Did
Musharraf not make it clear, over and over
again in the run-up to Agra, that what are “ter-
rorists” to us are “freedom fighters” to Pak-
istan? Should this not have ended the hoopla
and hype over the Agra summit?

After all, this is not the first time that our
heads of state/government have met in either
country. Contrast the workman-like manner in
which Rajiv Gandhi encountered Zia-ul-Haq
inDelhi in December 1985 and February 1987
with the circu$ that was set

upin Agra.

~ Unanswered questions

M Did not President Clinton refer to
“Kashmir”as an “area of dispute” in his ad-
dress to- the Joint Houses of Parliament in
Central Hall? Did the Government of India
reject this formally or publicly then or at any
time thereafter? If not, why not? Did this not
srgnal Musharraf that he too could ggt away
with such abuse of our hospitality? — *

B Does the Governmient accept the validity
of the word “Kashmir”in the G-8 resolution,
the UN Security
Council resolution
and President Clin-
ton’s address in the
Central Hall of
Parliament? Is not
the area in question [
the state  of |
“Jammu & Kash-
mir”’? If no objec-
tion has been
lodged, is this be-
cause the Govern-
ment’s hidden
agenda is the trifur-
cation of the state
on communal
lines?

M Did not the
external  affairs
spokesman affirm
that J&K was NOT
on the agenda for
the prime minis-
ter’s Summit meet-
ing with President
Clinton at the

Moreover, the external
affairs minister and prime
minister fajled to respond
to the following questions
raised by the Opposition i in
the debate:

B Was Agra a success or
a failure? Why did the ex-
ternal affairs spokesperson
rubbish it when the Gov-
ernment in Pakistan is mak-
ing tall claims for it?

B Did Vajpayee invite
Musharraf to make a new
beginning — or to send him
back “long faced and
empty-handed” (“munh
latkaye hue aur khaali
haath”)?

B Does the Govern-
ment understand the dis-
tinction between “dia-

Was Agra a success
or a failure? Why did
the external affairs
spokesperson
rubbish it when the
Government in
Pakistan is makin
tal claims for it?
the prime minister
invite Musharraf to
make a new
beginning or to send
him “long faced and
empty-handed”

-
. ‘

logue” and “summitry”?

Why rush into a summit wrthout a prepara-

tory dialogue at lower levels? The prime min- -

1ster referred to Musharraf’s offer of talks at

“any time” and “any place”. Why did he for-
get Musharraf’s offer of a dialogue at “any
level”?

n Does the Government accept that Kash-
miris a “root cause” of “tension” between India
and Pakistan, as stated in the G-8 resolution
and the UN Security Council resolution of
June 1998? If not, has the Government lodged
protests and repudiation with the Government
of the G-8 and the UN Secunty Council? If
not, why not?

‘White House in September 2000? Did not the
US president nevertheless insist on bringing
up the issue in the talks? Did not the prrme
minister cravenly permit this? Did that not sig-
‘nal the Pakistan president that he only had to
stick to his “core issue” and the prime minister
would succumb?

M While the Government has expressed
considerable satisfaction over the UN Secre-
tary General’s press statement in Islamabad

that earlier UN resolutions on J&K are “not -

enforceable”, has the Government asked the
UN Secretary General to clarify whether this
also applies to the UN Security Council reso-

’defence minster?

¥

lution of 6 June 1998, the first in 33'ye§rs
mention “Kashmir”?

B Why did the prime minister not repudi-
ate in his reply my bringing to his attention (he
was present in the House) the assessment of
his then Raksha Mantri, George Fernandes, in
his Foreword to the 1999 Penguin edition of
D.R. Mankekar’s The Guilty men of 1962 date-
lined New Delhi, December 17, 1998, the eve of-
the Lahore visit, that “The well-fostered myth

LN [ TWO DIFFERING VIEWS ON THE PM’S ADDRESS IN PALIAMENT

The gentleman s

Q’\N}” g (\/\Ldted that made him nostalgic in Islamabad?

Earlier Vajpayee-speak in the Lok Sabha.

TARUN VIJAY

WE bccame prlsoners
of our own sharafat. He

everything about us.
Kargil, Mukti Bahini,

gle, Jihad. Then he played
smart on home turf. His

| came and . badmouthed.

Sushma, Freedom Strug- -

and the Rajya Sabha was dull and almost mo-
notonous because he read the statement. This
time he spoke to the nation, and he spoke out
well. I'm sure by this time he felt the pulse of
the nation.

People were getting uneasy overthe arro-
gant General’s charade-talk and the seemingly
silence of the lamb-like diplomat-stalwarts.
“How many certifi-
cates of good con-
duct would you
like to collect,
Sir?” people were
asking. This deadly
hobby, history tells
us, always ends up
with some Kargil
or worse, a Pervez!
You may give him
Taj Mahal, but he
loves to shoot bul-
lets.

Vajpayee was
hurt indeed and it
- showed up during

his  remarkably
candid speech on
Tuesday. He has
cleared the air and
“emerged as the
same old Atal Be-
hari, giving the
clarion call to the

sovereignty and as-

nation to defend its

poke at last!

took over, did you try to know people’s
wishes,” he asked!

Hewas witty and Mr Acid-Aiyar got the
taste of it. No one makes him even represent
the party he defends with all the arsenal of
abuses at his command. Scindia smiled, natu-
rally.

. Vajpayee did what a nice guy could do. He .
chose to forget Kargil, he tried to ignore the «
fact that this man, the General in hurriedly ,
worn civils, remains the most despised name in -
the Indian households, where every day Kargil
was fought and martyrs saluted. Vajpayee in-
vited the General with such fanfare that it .
drew criticism from his best friends too. But he ~
stuck to his guns. Peace, he said, is needed and
peace 1 shall talk. Look at the response the In-
dian people gave — wholehearted support. -

That’s the Hindu psyche at work. Whether
it is named, in a sarcastic way, Prithviraj
Chauhan-Mohammad Ghauri syndrome or
anything else. Readily trusting, pardoning the
most untrustworthy, compromising even at the
cost of the dearest ones, and maintaining a baf-
fling calm in front of arrogance-incarnate.
That’s how we have been all these years.

Every nook and corner of thjs Hindu land-
witnesses havans and yajnas for world peace!
Bvery bit of rituals ends with a Shanti Path, a
peace-prayer, eveiy prayer calls for the good of
all, not just the followers of Hindu Dharma.
Between India and Pakistan, the main differ-
ence is of the ideologies.

They demanded partition, not us. They
made millions of people leave their hearth and
homes, not us. And we accepted it, thinking it . ;
would bring péace. Immediately after the
ghastly bloodbaths, they’ )
wanted a loan of 52 crores.

saluted

of the threat from Pakistan has been ex-
ploded”.

Does the Government accept that the
threat from Pakistan is a “myth” — or that it
has been “exploded”. If not, how can such a
dangerous individual, a palpable threat to na-
tional security, be selected and continue as the
convenor of the National Democratic Al-
liance, only waiting in the wings to return as

The Agra Summit was a tragedy; the Gov-
ernment’s defence of it in Parliament a farce.

(Mani Shankar Aiyar is a senior Congress MP)

Prime Minister Vajpayee with Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf during the summit in Agra. Express photo by Praveén Jain

- Excellencies and His Excellencies! Every one

was counted during his thanksgiving service,
from Manbir Singh to the ADCs. Except one.
And everybody kniew who he was.

What great diplomacy did the General
play! So he said everyone was falling in line,
Kashmir, yes, Kashmir, His Excellency
Jaswant Singh, Vajpayee Saheb, they were all
very nice guys. Very understanding. But some-
one did play something and he had to return
home midnight. Khali haath!

The nation wanted to know from Mr Va]-
payee what happened during those long six
hours of one-to-ones. What was being negoti-

Vajpayee did what a
nice guy could do. He
chose to forget
Kargil, he tried to
ignore the fact that
this man, the General
in hurriedly worn
civils, remains the
most despised name
in the Indian
households, where-
every day Kargil was
fought and martyrs

Nehru and Patel opposed .
but the Mahatma, a devout *
Hindu, sat on fast and had
the loan delivered. Next
thing that happened to us
was the so-called tribal at-
tack on Kashmir and we lost -
two-thirds of it.

Every milestone of our
relation with Pakistan is
marked with deception, a:
mockery of accepted norms
of behaviour and a strange-
hatred for the Hindus be-:
lieved to have bequeathed.
by foreign Islamic invaders. .
That’s the lineage Pakistan;
loves to position itself in.
And wrongly for sure, be-
cause foreign invaders
never did any good for the

suring people of his leadership. He made the
General return khali haath, and it was his de-
cision. “The General vitiated the atmosphere
when he termed terrorism as a freedom strug-

gle,” he said. “Kashmir may be a piece of land .

for them, but for us it is a part of our life, our
zindagi.”

“We are talking peace from a point of
strength and not because we are tired or our
army has fatigued,” was the rebuff.

" He spoke about Ghulam-Kashmir, about
Kashmir’s part given away to China, made a
dig at the General’s demand to know the
wishes of the people of Kashmir, “When you

local converts. An Indian
Muslim is as Indian as anv

Indian Hindu.

A Pakistani is . o
dian or a Saudi in Riyadh, he has nothing to do
with the invaders and he genuinely belongs to
Taxila, Harappa and the legacy of Dahir and’
this has to be understood.

Unless this hatred in Pakistan’s eyes is re--
moved, and it ceases to look at us through the Ji-
hadi Islamic eyes, you may try any number of La-
hores or Agras, the barbarism in the Valley will
continue. That’s what we have to address now.

Softly Vajpayee unveiled the steel in him.

(Tarun Vijayis Editor, Panchjanya)



Arafat seeks India’s help

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 23. With the arrival
of the Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat, today and the visit
on Friday by a senior Israeli offi-
cial, India is being asked by the
two West Asian adversaries to
help revive their peace tatks.

While calling on the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Mr. Arafat formally sought India’s
role to revive the peace talks with
Israel. A foreign office spokesper-
son said Mr. Arafat also wanted
New Delhi’s backing for a U.N.
General Assembly session on the
West Asian crisis. Mr. Arafat
pointed out that he supported the
statement of G-8 on the prevailing
situation as well as other interna-
tional initiatives to end the strife
in Israel and areas under Palesti-
nian authority. He was accompa-
nied by his chief negotiator, Mr.
Erekad and chief adviser, Mr. Na-
beel Abu Dineh.

The Prime Minister reiterated
the need for the revival of the
peace talks. There was no military
solution to the dispute between
Palestine and Israel.

Significantly, a special emissary
of the Israeli Foreign Minister,
Mr. Shimon Peres, is arriving to-
morrow. Mr. Y. Biran, senior Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Israeli
foreign office, will hand over a let-
ter to the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Jaswant Singh, on behalf
of Mr. Peres.

In a statement on arrival, Mr.
Arafat said the Palestinians were
“facing military escalation. There
is siege on our villages and
towns.” He said he had no ob-
jection to meeting Mr. Peres to re-
vive the peace process as

proposed Wany. “l have

The Palestinian President, Mr. Yasser Arafat, with the
Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, in New Delhi
on Thursday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

met Mr. Shimon Peres several
times. Last time, I met him in
Egypt. So we have no objection.
We are waiting for a final re-
sponse from Mr. Joshka Fischer
(German Foreign Minister).”

On his visit to India, Mr. Arafat
said he had come here for “con-
sultations.” “We have to carry on
in the international field, specially
the U.N,, Security Council and the
NAM. We are in need, no doubt of

;?,

help of the Indian leadership”, he L
observed.

Mr. Arafat met the Congress
president, Ms. Sonia Gandhi and
the Deputy Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha, Ms. Najma Heptul-
lah.

His meeting with the President,
Mr. K.R. Narayanan, was can-
celied as the latter was indis-

posed. He later left for Beijing en
route Islamabad. /

/
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" Musharraf blames it on Advan‘f

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 30. For the first
time since the Agra Summit one
and half months ago, the Pakistan
military ruler and President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, has virtually
accused the Union Home Minis-
ter, Mr. L. K. Advani, of blocking
the joint declaration between In-
dia and Pakistan.bxf}\) PN—

In his address to/ the Northern
Areas Legislative Council in Uiluil
this morning, Gen. Musharraf
maintained that the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, would have
signed the joint declaration but
for the pressure from the hard-
liners within his Government.

The candid observations of
Gen. Musharraf, on what accord-
ing to him went wrong at Agra,
has come after categorical asser-
tions in the last three days that
normalisation of ties between In-
dia and Pakistan was not possible

- till the Kashmir issue was resolv-

ed.

It is clear that Gen. Musharraf
has stepped up his rhetoric on
Kashmir after keeping a low pro-
file since the Agra Summit. Even
in the face of hard-hitting state-
ments from various leaders, in-
cluding the Prime Minister, from
New Delhi, Pakistan chose not to
join issue with India on what led
to the failure to come out with a

joint declaration-statement.”> 5

Gen. Musharraf told the North-
ern Areas Legislative Council that
on July 186, the last day of the two-
day summit, the Mr. Vajpayee had
agreed on the draft declaration at
1.30 p.m. and was ready to sign it.

“I was certain that Vajpayee
would sign the declaration in
which the centrality of the Kash-
mir issue was agreed upon. But
the hard-liners prevailed over the
Indian Prime Minister”, he said.
He said after finalisation of the

THE

mutually agreed declaration, he
returned to his hotel to change
the dress as he was proceed to
Ajmer Sharif after the signing cer-
emony. .\«(9 ’)&

But soon after he reached his
hotel, the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Abdul Sattar informed him that
things had gone wrong and the
Indian side was saying that the
Cabinet did not approve the dec- -
laration. “I was astonished, as
there was no Indian Cabinet in
Agra except for two or three Min-
isters, including L.K. Advani”.

Gen. Musharraf told the Coun-
cil that the Indians sent an
amended draft later in the eve-
ning. “We agreed to sign the sec-
ond draft. We were told that the
signing ceremony would take
place within 15 minites or so. But
nothing happened”. He claimed
that in the both the drafts the cen-
trality of Kashmir issue was rec-

ognised. /

HINDU



“Indo-Pak relations shouldn’t
~ be hostage to one i1ssue”

PTI& UNI Lfr% %\“ X

NEW DELHI, Aug. 29. - I\jlia
today said that while it stood
for building an all-round rela-
tionship with Islamabad, it op-
posed attempts at holding bi-
lateral relations hostage to a
single issue, rejecting General
Pervez Musharrafs stance on
Kashmir.

(A Pakistani daily Khabren,

said today that Mr Jaswant |
Singh will visit Islamabad in |
September’s first or second |

week, before Mr Mr Atal Beha-

ri Vajpayee and Gen Musharraf |

meet in New York. The Indian

high commission, however, is

not aware of such visit.

(The two countries have begun
diplomatic efforts to work out a
formal structure and agenda
for the New York meeting.)

Gen Musharraf earlier this
week said real progress couldn’t
be achieved in the bilateral ties
unless the core issue of Kash-
mir was resolved in accordance
with the aspirations of the
Kashmiris. He said the Kash-
mir problem must be given top
priority.

Mr Vajpayee, who has accep-
ted an invitation from Gen
Musharraf for a meeting in
New York next month, is expec-
ted to underscore the need for
the two countries to work for a
broad-based, all-round rela-
tionship.

“We reject the notion of cen-
trality and talk of Kashmir as a
core issue,” a foreign ministry
spokesperson said. Indo-Pak
ties, she said. “can’t be held
hostage to one single issue.”

Asked about the status of con-
fidence-building measures, in-
cluding easing visa rules uni-

i

|
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|
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GILANCE: A jawan on an armoured vehicle in Kishtwar, near the
Indo-Pak border, in J&K, on Wednesday. - APIPTI
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being awaited.
Armymen killed; Three Army
men were killed and several in-
jured in an unprovoked and in-
discriminate Pakistani shelling
along the LoC in Uri, Baramul-
la, district today. Indian troops
fired back but there was no re-
port of'any casualty on the Pak-
istani side.

New border posts: Six new
border posts will be soon be set
up in Sir Creek, Gujarat, to re-
duce security threats from Paki-
stan, the BSF IG, Mr OPS Ma-
lik, said here today. The Centre
has also sanctioned sophistica-
ted arms for the BSF and fenc-

|
|
i
|
|
|
|

court today dismissed the bail |
pleas of Rahmana Yusuf Faroo- |
qi and Babar Mohsin Bhagwala, |
arrested in the Red Fort shoot- |
out case in which three persons |
were killed: on 21 December, |
2000. Lashkar-e-Taiyaba ultras |
took part in the operation.

Hurriyat strike: The Hurriyat |
today called a strike in Kashmir |
on Friday to protest against |
“growing incidents of hu;nan‘
rights violations by security ’

forces”. Before the meeting
began, former Hurriyat chair- |
man, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, |
was put under house arrest. i
US team: A three-member US |

laterally announced by India ing was underway along the in- Congress team tgdfy visited
before the Agra Summit, she ternational border in Gujarat.  Line of Contrpl &t Chakothi in |
said Pakistan’s response was Bail pleas rejected: A Delhi PoK. ;
ML el s Vi
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Pakistan-funded madrasas

spreadz

Chandan Nandy H

New Delhi, August 26 ’ﬂ
PAKISTAN IS “subverting” the
Muslim population in some of
the border States of India and
funding the construction of
mosques and madrasas to prop-
agate hatred and fundamental-
ism, a recent Intelligence
Bureau study has revealed.

The document, a copy of
which is with Hindustan Times,
says Pakistan “aims at encir-
cling India with fundamentalist
organisations and its design is
to wean Indian Muslims in the
border districts from their tra-
ditional Indo-Islamic roots and
implant in them the philosophy
of pan-Islamic fundamental-
ism”.

The study identifies several
mosques and madrasas along a
10-km border stretch in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and
Gujarat that are allegedly fund-
ed by Pakistan.

The study identifies 51
mosques and 52 madrasas built
by “Muslim fundamentalists” in
Siddharthnagar and Maharaj-
ganj, which are the two most
sensitive districts.

The madrasas “ostensibly”
confine themselves to imparting
religious education, but since
1993 the teachings have
acquired a “militant tone”.

The report says that the Pak-
istani Inter-Services Intelli-

ngra

VL g

gence has 1nﬂuence over some
of the madrasas frequented by
Muslim theologians from Nepal,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

One of the preachers from
Nepal is suspected to be “in
touch” with Dawood Ibrahim
and Pakistani Intelligence agen-
cies. The document names
several people, including local
leaders of a UP-based political
party, who are allegedly linked
to the ISI.

Barhni to Krishna Nagar and
Khunwa to Tauli Hawa in Sid-
dharthnagar, Sonauli Belahia
and Bargadwa to Bishanpur in
Maharajganj are reportedly the
chief infiltration routes for
“anti-India elements”,

Kishanganj and East Cham-
paran districts are the hotbeds
of ISI activities. Many of the 671
madrasas situated along the
Indo-Nepalese border in Bihar
provide logistic support to
the ISI.

One reason for the height-
ened fundamentalist and ISI
activities is the influx of illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh
and Nepal to Kishanganj. This
has resulted in an “abnormal”
growth in the Muslim popula-
tion estimated to be nearly 7
lakh or about 66 per cent of the
district’s population.

According to the document,
the border districts of Barmer
and Jaisalmer in Rajasthan
have 150 and 28 mosques and 71

dzcalzsm IB

d 41 madrasas respectively.
Teachers of the Bareilvi and
Deobandi schools, which are
“primarily fundamentalistic in
approach”, teach 1in these
madrasas.

In Kutch district, there are
490 mosques and 230 madrasas
that receive funds from Gulf
countries.

The IB has suggested a
“counter-plan” to “instil in Mus-
lims living along the borders
a sense of Indian identity and
a vested interest in resisting
infiltration by their co-religion-
ists from Bangladesh and
Nepal”.

Besides, strengthening the
provisions of the Foreign Cur-
rency Regulation Act (FCRA)
would check the flow of foreign
funds to border areas. The
report suggests “discouraging
Arabic and encouragement to
Urdu among Muslims to insu-
late them from pan-Islamic
influences”.

To check illegal immigration,
the agency has advised promot-
ing village defence societies
along the borders, introduction
of photo identity cards and
inner-line permits in a 10-km
stretch along the entire land
border in India. It also advo-
cates enactment of laws in
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar to check the unregulated
growth of Islamic fundamental
ist institutions.
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. — In
the new Afghanistan scenario
India may not only be confron-
ted with infiltration into Kash-
mir of Taliban-trained jihadis,
but the sceptre of “eco-terroris-
m” through circulation of fake

currency notes which authori- |

ties say is more sinister and
less difficult to detect.
Authorities say there has
been a spurt since October last
vear and quote a “secret” fi-
nance ministry circular to the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
and Excise which talks of the
“ominous proportions” of this
menace. According to the Na-

tional Crime records bureau re-
cent sg'm?ees of Rs 7 crore were

Co-terroris

' JAMMU, Nov. 25. — The ISI |
‘has intensified efforts to
- bring all terrorist outfits un- |
+ der the umbrella of Hizbul |
i Mujahideen to give an indige- |
- nous colour to militancy. i
Pakistan-backed ultras today |
I attempted to blow up the Ja- |
i waharlal Nehru tunnel, the i
‘only road link between the |
* Kashmir Valley and the rest of !‘
- the country. — SNS ]
| (Detailed reports on page 8) ;
made in Uttar Pradesh alone
while Andhra Pradesh and Ma-
harashtra account for seizures
worth Rs 5 crore and Rs 4 crore
respectively.

m new

A

threat

j
|
]
|

dian authorities claim that

istan has been involved in

the| business of publishing fake '
currency notes and circulating |
them in this country since '

1993. Pakistan's motive ~ to |
strike at India’s economy and :

also use the fake currency to
fund militants.

The present extent of circula- .

tion estimated at a few hun-
dred crore will hardly make a

major dent in the Indian econo- |

my, but the ramifications are
nation-wide since fake curren-
cy arrests and seizures have
been effected in many as 11
states of the country.

As evidence of Pakistani in- :‘

volvement Indian authorities

B See ECO-TERROR: pageZS/«



“ Delhi sends Benaz1r
wxremmder to Pervez

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Nov. 25; Former Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto has welcomed the pro-
posed talks between Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and General Pervez
Musharraf :in Kathmandu, but
said any agreement-with a mili-
tary ruler will lack the credibility
ademocratic government offers.
“It is always a good thing
when people meet. Iam a firm be-
liever in communication. My
only concern is that Gen. Mush;
arraf is an uneiggted leader in Is-
lamabad and it §§ important for
the relationshiffbetween India
and Pakistan that they (talks) be
conducted at a level where the
people of Pakistan are carried
along,” Benagzir told reporters.
The leader of Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) arrived in India
today on a three-day private visit.
Ostensibly, she is here to attend a
seminar, but is using the opportu-
nity to meet the Indian leadership.
She called on Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee this evening
and spent nearly 40 minutes at 7
Race Course Road. Earlier, Benaz-
ir met home minister L.K. Advani
and discussed Kashmir with him.

At the meeting with Vajpayee,
the former Pakistani Prime Min-
ister admitted that though India
had taken several initiatives to
normalise relations with Pak-
istan, successive regimes in Is-
lamabad, including the one she
headed, had “missed the opportu-
nity” to reciprocate.

Benazir’s visit is not as innoce-
nt as it looks. The message that go-
es to Musharraf from India is that
a large political space exists beyo-
nd him and New Delhi will not he-
sitate to use it. It is also a signal to
the West; which has stumbled up-
on the virtues of the military dict-
ator after the September 11 attac-
ks, that Musharraf is not the only
answer to Pakistan’s problems.

For Benazir, who has been out
of the political process for a while
and lives mainly outside the coun-
try in self-imposed exile, the trip
to New Delhi can provide the ideal
launch pad for her re-entry into
politics. The timing of the visit is
significant as Musharraf has
promised to restore the democrat-
ic process in the country within a
year’s time.

At the meetings with Vaj
and Advani, Benazir tried to
ect herself as a mature leader who

THE TELEGRAPH
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has learnt from past mistakes and

is keen to improve relations with
India. She said by visiting India,.

she was trying to create a prece-
dent of promoting people-to-peo-
ple contact even at times when
relations at the official level were
atalow ebb.

In an interview to a private TV

channel, Benazir said she wouldg:
urge Islamabad to respond

substantlally to India’s initiative:

in normalising ties. She also

wholeheartedly supported India’s
proposal for creating “safe and
open borders” between the two
countries to facilitate easier and
freer movement of people of the
two countries.

Benazir agreed with Advani’s
view that the Kashmir problem
could be resolved only through
negotiations and not by an open or
a covert war. She spoke of India’s
efforts to get the process of arriv-
ing at a solution going by its uni-
lateral declaration of ceasefire,
release of some Kashmirileaders
and invitation to All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference leaders for talks.

_..Benazir said: “These are initi-
. atives that give the people of India

and Pakistan an opportunity to
work towards substantive peaoV

t



Giving India MFN
status is pomtless,
says Pak mlmster

HT Correspondent )" \r (K
New Delhi, August 24

INDIAN INDUSTRY today got a
major jolt when Pakistan Com-
merce, Industry and Production
Minister Abdul Razak Dawood
rejected the demand to grant
most favoured nation (MFN) sta-
tus to India, saying it was “point-
less”.

But there was something to
cheer about too. Dawood

announced that Pakistan will ~

soon lift the ban on import of tex-
tile machinery from India and
expressed his Government’s
keenness to cooperate with India
to develop its information tech-
nology (IT) sector.

The ban on sugar import, how-
ever, stays.

Dawood said that granting rec-
iprocal MFN status to India at
this time was pointless unless
some of the “speed breakers” in
the bilateral relationship were
addressed. Answering queries
during an interactive session
held by the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (Ficci), he said that
though India had granted MFN
status to Pakistan, their products
still have “problems getting in”.
“We have to sit across the table
and sort out the tariffs and other
issues,” he said.

He said Pakistan had no objec-
tion to laying of a gas pipeline
between India and Iran passing
through its territory. “Though
the issue was not specifically
taken up during discussions with
the Indian counterparts, we have
said we have no objections to it,”
Dawood said.

On cooperation in the IT sec-
tor, Dawood said, “India has done
exiremely well in IT sector and

Pakistan itse was keen on this -

sector.” He said Pakistan was in
the process of setting up technol-
ogy parks. Some Indian entrepre-
neurs from Silicon Valley, under
the aegis of The IndUS Entrepre-
neurs (TIE), had met President
Gen Pervez Musharraf to work
on a strategy to develop the IT
industry in Pakistan.

“We are right now in the
process of allowing your textile
machinery into Pakistan,”
Dawood said, and since it made
“good business sense”, Pakistan
wants to “continue further”.

The minister, however, clari-
fied that the ban on import of
sugar from India would not be
lifted. He also stated that the
decision to continue ban on Indi-
an sugar was totally non-politi-
cal.

“The decision was taken by
none other than myself, but I
assure you that there was no pol-
itics of the sub-continent or poli-
tics of pressure groups operating
within Pakistan. The decision
was purely economics,” he said.
“We are facing a situation of vast
sugar surplus,” Dawood said.

He further said that if the Pak-
istani businessmen approached
him to remove some items from
the restricted list, the Pak Gov-
ernment would “consider it” and
the request would be acceded to
within a week.

In July, Pakistan had allowed
import of 50,000 tonnes of

refined Indian sugar and line of '

credit had been opened prior to
the ban on March 8 this year.

Asked if Pakistan was keen to
sell its surplus power to India,
Dawood said the “situation” had
changed and Pakistan would
“run out of surplus power in a
year’s time”,



Tndia wont play cricket zmth Pak

HT Correspondents C)‘\,\ﬂ {
New Delhi, August 21 Q

INDIA WON'T play the Asian
Test Championship tie against
Pakistan in Lahore scheduled
between September 13 and 17.
The Government has also reject-
ed Jagmohan Dalmiya’s propos-
al of a “friendly” India-Pakistan
one-dayer to raise funds for
Gujarat’s quake victims.

The decision was based on
Intelligence reports saying the
“atmosphere wasn’t ripe for
holding such cricket matches,”
» much less sending a team to the
neighbouring country.

The matter was discussed
threadbare at a meeting attend-
ed by Prime Minister Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee, Home Minister L K

-TAUQIRZIA

UMA BHARTI

Advani and External Affairs Mi:
nister Jaswant Singh. The deci-
sion was taken collectively.

The big three had before them
a letter from Union Sports Minis-
ter Uma Bharti in which she had
expressed reservations about
Indian participation at the cham-
pionship. The decision was later

conveyed to the Sports\dmlstry

The Government, it was
learnt, was under intense pres-
sure from the Indian and Pak-
istani boards to clear the team’s
participation.

The Pakistani board has
already begun printing tickets
for the match and planned to sell
them from September 1. Khalid
Butt, Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) spokesperson said: “Indi-
an board officials had unoffi-
cially shown us a letter from
their Government granting per-
mission for the match. They had
asked us to ignore media reports
that India wouldn’t come.”

Tauqir Zia, PCB president,
had earlier said the tournament
would go ahead even if India
didn’t ensure full participation.

India in fact had harboured
hopes of hosting the final of the
tournament.

But regardless of what Zia had
said, with India refusing to play
the Lahore match, the future of
the tourney is in jeopardy. The
television rights for the tourna-
ment were reportedly set to fetch
about Rs 9 crore — on the ass-
umption that India participated.

The Asian Cricket Council,
organiser of the tournament, is
contemplating action against
India. But it isn’t getting any
comfort from the International
Cricket Council. Says ICC
spokesman Ian Barber: “We
aren’t thinking of taking any
action. We don’t come into the
picture at all. This is a matter
between India and Pakistan.”
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M\ * By C. Raja Mohan .\/(9 \)
NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. The first political contact
between India and Pakistan after the Agra
summit last month will take place when.the
Pakistan Commerce Minister, Mr. Razzak Ab-
dul Dawood, arrives here later this week.

Mr. Dawood is coming to' attend a minis-
terial meeting of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation. The meeting of the
SAARC Commerce Ministers has been con-
vened by India on short notice earlier this
month. The abjective of the meeting is to co-
ordinate the South Asian positions before a
crucial meeting of the World Trade Organisa-
tion at Doha later this year.

Although Mr. Dawood'’s visit takes place in
the multilateral context of the SAARC process
and is focussed on global trade issues, it pro-
vides an important opportunity for direct
high-level communication between the two
governments.

The divisive domestic debate in'India on the
Government’s handling of the Agra summit
may have sent mixed signals to Islamabad
about India’s willingness to engage Pakistan

" Another Indo-Pak. meeting

at the highest level. A series of recent state-
ments from senior Pakistani officials have ex-
pressed disappointment at the lack of a formal
Indian decision on the next meeting between
the two heads of government at the earliest
possible occasion.

The indications here are that the Govern-
ment is actively considering a meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, in New York on the margins
of the United Nations General Assembly next
month.

Bilateral consultations between Mr. Da-
wood and the Indian leadership could help
remove misperceptions if any on either side
on future engagement between the two lead-
ers. .

Mr. Dawood’s visit is significant for other
reasons as well. It marks the revival of the
SAARC praocess at the political level. This is the
first ministerial meeting of the SAARC since
the Kargil confrontation in the summer of
1999 stalled the functioning of the regional
forum.

Mr. Dawood’s trip could also act as a spur to

the broadening of the bilateral agenda beyond
Kashmir and nuclear confidence-building
measures.

On the eve of the Agra summit there was
considerable expectation in New Delhi that
Gen. Musharraf's visit could open the door for
reviving commercial bilateral engagement.
Before the summit, India also announced
some unilateral trade concessions to Pakistan.

With Gen. Musharraf deciding to focus al-
most exclusively on Kashmir during his visit to
India, he chose not to bring any Minister other
than his Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Sattar.

Although Mr. Murasoli Maran, Commerce
Minister, was in the Indian delegation to Agra,
his counterpart, Mr. Dawood, was not in the
Pakistani delegation. This week the two lead-
ers will have an opportunity to exchange views
on trade issues at the regional and global level.

But Messrs Maran and Dawood should
know that as two large neighbours who can-
not do business with each other, India and
Pakistan will not be taken seriously when they
thunder against the discriminatory global or-
der at Doha in November.
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CENTRE COLLECTING EVIDENCE AGAINST SIMI

PM may visit Pak. to .-
v>. continue talks: Advani "

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, AUG. 18. The Union Home Minister,
Mr. L.K. Advani, today said the Government
was collecting all available evidence against
the Students Islamic Movement of India (SI-
MI) to make a ‘foolproof case’ against the or-
ganisation. However, the Government was
carefully examining the legal aspects before
taking any action to ban the SIMI.

He told presspersons that the Government
had received disturbing reports from various
quarters about the SIMI’s activities and the
question of banning it was being examined.
Several State Governments had sent reports to
the Centre about its ‘objectionable activities’.
Reports had also been received from other in-
telligence and police sources.

He said that under the provisions of the Un-
lawful Activities Act, it was required to consti-
tute a judicial tribunal to examine the validity
of a ban.

Mr. Advani, who was here on a day’s visit to
participate in a function to honour workers
and activists associated with the Sangh Pari-
var since the days of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh,
said there had been an ideological continuity
in the BJP’s functioning. The party was work-
ing on the basis of a common agenda for the
National Democratic Alliance since its politi-
cal constit}:nts had agreed to give good gov-

ernance, he said.

Mr. Advani said his party believed that
Kashmir was an integral part of India and this
had been made clear by him during his talks
with the Pakistani President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. While Gen. Musharraf stressed
that Jammu and Kashmir was a disputed terri-
tory, the Indian stand was that it did not sub-
scribe to the two-nation theory. Kashmir
could be discussed but only in the context that
terrorism and killing of innocent people could
not be called ‘jehad’. '

(According to agency reports, Mr. Advani
said in an interaction with editors and bureau
chiefs of newspapers and news agencies that
India favoured continuance of dialogue with
Pakistan but made it clear that it had the will
and capability to deal with cross-border ter-
rorism by crushing the militants’ designs.
“Our stand is clear that peace should not be
held hostage to the resolution of differences
on any issue with Pakistan.”

He indicated that the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, would visit Pakistan to
continue the dialogue in a bid to resolve dif-
ferences.

Mr. Advani told reporters later that the Agra
summit would have come to a meaningful
conclusion had Gen. Musharraf not met the
Hurriyat leaders, not called the Pak.-spon-

sored terrorism in Kashmir a “freedom strug-
gle’ and not talked of the division of
Bangladesh at his meeting with the Indian ed-
itors.

“Right from the beginning Gen. Musharraf
was in no mood to work for an understanding
and was merely addressing the people of Pa-
kistan on the Kashmir issue,” he said.)

He claimed that during the past three
months, security forces had launched an ef-
fective action against terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir. The number of terrorists killed dur-
ing the period was more than those killed in
past years. It was a different matter that terror-
ists had targeted innocent people during the
same period.

There was an improvement in the situation,
if the increasing number of tourists to the Val-
ley during the past three years was an indica-
tion, Mr. Advani said.

‘Winnability not enough’

On the Uttar Pradesh elections, Mr. Advani
said it was not enough to win a majority but
“it was equally important to fulfil the people’s
aspirations”’. He asked the State BJP leader-
ship to keep in mind the characters of individ-
uals while selecting candidates. Winnability
should not be the only consideration in candi-
date selection, especially for the BJP which
was a ‘‘party with a difference”.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami }\v &

WASHINGTON, AUG. 18. Though the history of In-
dia-Pakistan relations has been one of conflict
and tensions, it does not mean that both
countries are “doomed” to continue with that.
‘““We are sure that there is sufficient wisdom in
both countries to bring about a change in their
perceptions, in their policies, in their under-
standing to resolve the issues that separate
them...,”” says the Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Inam-ul Hag.

Mr. Hag, who was in Washington in the last
few days for foreign office consultations, was
speaking at the Woodrow Wilson Centre. He
touched upon a range of issues in his formal
address as also in the question period that
followed.

Calling for an end to the ‘blame game”’ that
started after the Agra summit, Mr. Haq said
there would be no recriminations on who was
at fault even while making the point that some
sections in India had resorted to this game.

“We have not done that. We see that some
sections of opinion in India have done that.
But we believe we should move beyond that
very quickly so that we can pursue the dia-
logue process in order to reduce tensions be-
tween the two countries and to promote the
idea that both leaders have underlined, and
that is devoting resources of their countries
and of the region to socio-economic devel-
opment,” Mr. Haq said.

‘Summit not a failure’
He stressed that the Agra summit could not

ILA

Pak. not ‘doomed’
'»~ to continue conflict: Haq 13

be called a failure just because an agreement
or a declaration could not be agreed upon.
“That the agreement could not be finally
signed should not be seen as a failure because
India and Pakistan have a very complex rela-
tionship and sometimes it is better not to have
an agreement on which there might be later
controversies than to have an agreement,” Mr.
Hagq said.

At the same time, Mr. Haq maintained that
itwas New Delhi that was at fault for a declara-
tion not materialising. “And the declaration
finally could not be adopted because a formu-
lation on Jammu and Kashmir which had been
agreed to at the level of Foreign Ministers was
not approved by the Indian side. We worked
on that formulation. It was reformulated. But
again, even the reformulation, which was
done by the two Foreign Ministers, was not
agreed to by the Indian Government,” Mr.
Haq said.

He denied that China was transferring mis-
siles or technology in recent years pointing to
the fact that the Chinese leaders “at the high-
est level” had denied reports to this effect.
Senior lawmakers, Democrats and Republi-
cans in the U.S. are furious that Beijing is vio-
lating a pledge not to export missiles and
technology and at least one Republican Sen-
ator has called for fresh sanctions against Chi-
na for sending shipments to Pakistan.
Therefore, Mr. Haq’s assertions will not cut
much ice in influential sections of the polity
here. Mr. Haq, who formally ended his official
meetings here on Friday, was hopeful that

sanctions against Pakistan would be lifted by
the Bush administration. ‘“We hope that in the
near future these sanctions will be revoked,
because they have not proved effective. They
are, in fact, redundant,” he said.

Pakistan, in-calling for the removal of sanc-
tions, has said that there cannot be a ““differ-
entiated”  approach of the Bush
administration — that is easing the punitive
measures against India and not doing the
same for Pakistan. Washington has been mak-
ing the point that some sanctions against Pa-
kistan will have to stay because they are
“democracy-related’’.

In Sydney, Australia, the U.S. Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Mr. Richard Armitage, has been
quoted as saying that a lifting of sanctions
against India would likely be applied to Pakis-
tan as well. “We have some similar sanctions
against Pakistan and some different because
Pakistan is not a democracy... but clearly we
have to move somewhat with Pakistan,” he
said.

PTI reports:

Mr. Armitage said on Friday that the sanc-
tions against India would come off soon and
was hopeful that a meeting would take place
between the U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, and the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, at the U.N. General Assembly in
New York next month.

“With the advice of Congress, they will be
coming off; this is some of the sanctions... Cer-
tainly the post-May 1998 nuclear detonations -

sanctions would be the first to go.” //
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Let’s stop the blame game and

move beyond Agra' P

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \2\‘) '% an agreemen

WASHINGTON, AUG. 18. Though the history of In-
dia-Pakistan relations has been one of conflict
and tensions, it does not mean that both
countries are ‘‘doomed’ to continue with that.
“We are sure that there is sufficient wisdom in
both countries to bring about a change in their
perceptions, in their policies, in their under-
standing to resolve the issues that separate
them...,” says the Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Inam-ul Hagq.

Mr. Haq, who was in Washington in the last
few days for foreign office consultations, was
speaking at the Woodrow Wilson Centre. He
touched upon a range of issues in his formal
address as also in the question period that
followed.

Calling for an end to the ‘‘blame game” that
started after the Agra summit, Mr. Haq said
there would be no recriminations on who was
at fault even while making the point that some
sections in India had resorted to this game.

“We have not done that. We see that some
sections of opinion in India have done that.
But we believe we should move beyond that
very quickly so that we can pursue the dia-
logue process in order to reduce tensions be-
tween the two countries and to promote the
idea that both leaders have underlined, and
that is devoting resources of their countries
and of the region to socio-economic devel-
opment,” Mr. Haq said.

‘Summit not a failure’

He stressed that the Agra summit could not
be called a failure just because an agreement
or a declaration could not be agreed upon.
“That the agreement could not be finally
signed should not be seen as a failure because
India and Pakistan have a very complex rela-
tionship and sometimes it is better not to have

n which there might be latﬁ
controversies than to have an agreement,”’ Mr.
Hagq said.

At the same time, Mr. Haq maintained that
it was New Delhi that was at fault for a declara-
tion not materialising. “And the declaration
finally could not be adopted because a formu-
lation on Jammu and Kashmir which had been
agreed to at the level of Foreign Ministers was
not approved by the Indian side. We worked
on that formulation. It was reformulated. But
again, even the reformulation, which was
done by the two Foreign Ministers, was not
agreed to by the Indian Government,” Mr.
Hagq said.

He denied that China was transferring mis-
siles or technology in recent years pointing to
the fact that the Chinese leaders ““at the high-
est level” had denied reports to this effect.
Senior lawmakers, Democrats and Republi-
cans in the U.S. are furious that Beijing is vio-
lating a pledge not to export missiles and
technology and at least one Republican Sen-
ator has called for fresh sanctions against Chi-
na for sending shipments to Pakistan.
Therefore, Mr. Haq’s assertions will not cut
much ice in influential sections of the polity
here.

Mr. Haq, who formally ended his official
meetings here on Friday, was hopeful that
sanctions against Pakistan would be lifted by
the Bush administration. “We hope that in the
near future these sanctions will be revoked,
because they have not proved effective. They
are, in fact, redundant,” he said.

Pakistan, in calling for the removal of sanc-
tions, has said that there cannot be a “differ-
entiated”  approach of the  Bush
administration — that is easing the punitive
measures against India and not doing the
same for Pakistan. Washington has been mak-

vgg official

ing e pomt that some sanctions against Pa-
kistan will have to stay because they are
“democracy-related”.

Sanctions may go

In Sydney, Australia, the U.S. Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Mr. Richard Armitage, has been
quoted as saying that a lifting of sanctions
against India would likely be applied to Pakis-
tan as well. “We have some similar sanctions
against Pakistan and some different because
Pakistan is not a democracy... but clearly we
have to move somewhat with Pakistan,” he

said.-ye Deputy Secretary of State also argued
that “at least some” of the sanctions against
India will be lifted if there was Congressional
concurrence and that Washington is looking
forward to a meeting, “hopefully”, between
the U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, and
the Indian Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee,
at the United Nations next month.

“I have begun the consultations (on sanc-
tions) along with some of my colleagues. With
the advice of the Congress, they (sanctions)
will be coming off; this is some of the sanc-
tions...but certainly the post-May '98 nuclear
detonation sanctions would be the first to go,”
Mr. Armitage said.

The senior Bush administration official then
went on to say, “We are looking forward,
hopefully, to a meeting between our President
and the Prime Minister of India at the UNGA
in New York”.

Asked if more engagement with India by the
United States was an attempt to establish a
strategic counter-weight to China, Mr. Armit-
age argued against this thinking. “You should
put zero value on that. I think whenever you
try to establish a relationship a country,
which is based on a third e6untry, then you
are doomed to fail.”

IThit
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/ CENTRE COLLECTING EVIDENCE AGAINST SIMI
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By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, AUG. 18. The Union
Home Minister, Mr. LK. Advani,
today said the Government was
collecting all available evidence
against the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI) to
make a ‘foolproof case’ against
the organisation. However, the
Government was carefully exam-
ining the legal aspects before tak-
ing any action to ban the SIML

He told presspersons that the
Government had received dis-
turbing reports from various
quarters about the SIMI's activ-
ities and the question of banning
it was being examined.

Several State Governments had
sent reports to the Centre about

its ‘objectionable activities’. Re-
ports had also been received from
other intelligence and police
sources. Mr. Advani, who was
here on a day’s visit to participate
in a function to honour workers
and activists associated with the
Sangh Parivar.

Mr. Advani said his party be-

Advice to partymen: Page 7
RSS against autonomy: Page 8

lieved that Kashmir was an inte-
gral part of India and this had
been made clear by him during
his talks with the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf.
While Gen. Musharraf stressed
that Jammu and Kashmir was a
disputed territory, the Indian

stand was that it did not subscribe
to the two-nation theory. Kashmir
could be discussed but only in the
context that terrorism and killing
of innocent people could not be
called ‘jehad’.

(According to agency reports,
Mr. Advani said in an interaction
with editors and bureau chiefs of
newspapers and news agencies
that India favoured continuance
of dialogue with Pakistan but
made it clear that it had the will
and capability to deal with cross-
border terrorism by crushing the
militants’ designs.

He indicated that the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, would visit Pakistan to
continue the dialogue in a bid to

" PM may visit Pak. to .
continue talks: Advam

resolve differences. Mr. Advani
told reporters later that the Agra
summit would have come to a
meaningful conclusion had Gen.
Musharraf not met the Hurriyat
leaders, not called the Pak.-spon-
sored terrorism in Kashmir a
“freedom struggle’ and not talked
of the division of Bangladesh at
his meeting with the Indian edi-
tors.

“Right from the beginning Gen.
Musharraf was in no mood to

work for an understanding and |
was merely addressing the people !

of Pakistan on the Kashmir is-
sue,” he said.) He claimed that
during the past three months, se-
curity forces had launched an ef-
fective action against terrorists i
Jammu and Kashmir.

|
|
1




» ‘Meet in New York unlikely’ ,,

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 16, Pakistan
today hinted that the Pakistani
military ruler and President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, might not meet on the
sidelines of the General
Assembly of the United Nations
scheduled in the fourth week of
September.

""A meeting between the twi
leaders does not seem to be on
the cards,” was the cryptic
comment of the Pakistan
Foreign Office spokesman in
response to a specific question
at a news conference here.

But the Pakistan spokesman
seem to have based his
comments on the statements
attributed to the Foreign
Secretary, Mrs, Chokila lyer,
after her meeting with her
Pakistani counterpart, Mr. tnam

“ul Hagq, on the sidelines of the

SAARC meeting at Colombo.

The Pakistan spokesman
referred to the reported
statement of Mrs. lyer that the
Prime Minister has accepted the
invitation extended by Gen.
Musharraf to visit Islamabad to
continue the process of dialogue

started at Agra.

The spokesman said
Islamabad had received from Mr.
Vajpayee a formal letter of
acceptance of the invitation
extended by Gen. Musharraf.
Asked for details of the letter,
the spokesman said it merely
mentioned about the acceptance
of the invitation and did not talk
about any timeframe. “It is
normal diplomatic practice to
work out the dates of such visits
through diplomatic channels.”

On a possible meeting
between Gen. Musharraf and Mr.
Vajpayee, the spokesman made
it a point to mention that the
travel plans of the Pakistani
President to New York had not
been finalised vet. He said
Islamabad was not aware of the
programme of Mr. Vajpayee in
New York. Indications are Gen.
Musharraf would pay an official
visit to Cuba before the special
session of the U.N. scheduled on
September 18 and he intended
to stay on in till September 26 in
New York.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman while maintaining
that he was hesitant to join issue
with Mr. Vajpayee on the Agra
summit spoke about the position

of Islamabad on a spate of
statements from New Delhi after
the Agra summit.

The spokesman took
exception to some of the
remarks emanating from across
the border and said there was
no gain in ‘trying to portray that
Agra as a non-event’. On the
repeated emphasis by New
Delhi on Lahore and Shimla as
the only basis for any future
understanding between the two
countries, the spokesman said
fslamabad was not only

committed to the two pacts but<t’-(sa|anes Of

also to other instruments such
as the United Nations Security
Council Resolutions on
plebiscite in Kashmir.

Implied in the statement of
the spokesman was the
suggestion that New Delhi
cannot be selective on the
various pacts between the two
countries and if Lahore and’
Shimla are insisted upon, it
would harp on the 1948 U.N.
Resolutions.

Quoting Gen. Musharraf the
spokesman said Pakistan
favoured continuation of
dialogue with India for

resolution of the Kashmir issue

]

Lweek, the sources said. — PTI

in accordance with the wishes of
the people of Kashmir. He said
that while Pakistan had
emphasised on the centrality of
Kashmir for normalisation of
ties with India, it was willing to
simultaneously address ‘other
differences’ with India.

The spokesman, however,
dismissed the concerns of India
on violence in Kashmir and said
that whatever was happening 1
there was the reaction to the .
stepped up offensive by forces.

/r-‘

Ps go up

, AUG. 16. The Union
s tonight understood
its nod to a bill seek-
salaries of mem-

NEW DEL
Cabinet

would be raised - from
Rs. 11,000, highly-place

Cabinet, the bill is likely to b
troduced in Parliament n




/ THEY WON'T RAKE UP KASHMIR AT SAARC’

. Broad framework for
s&étalks with Pak.: PM ;.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 16. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today suggested that India
had arrived at a broad ‘frame-
work’ with Pakistan to continue
the dialogue and sought to put an
end to doubts over the outcome
of last month’s Agra summit.

Replying to a discussion in the
Rajya Sabha over his statement
on the summit, he said the talks
would be carried forward with an
accent on improving relations
and cooperation and to ‘“‘untangle
knots and not tie new ones”.

One of the positive outcomes

ance that Pakistan would refrain
from raising the Kashmir issue in
international conferences, in-
cluding SAARC. When the Foreign
Secretaries of the two countries
met this month at Colombo, Pa-
kistan had kept its word, he said
and hoped this trend would con-
tinue.

Mr. Vajpayee elaborated vari-
ous facets of the summit, sprin-
kling his 40-minute speech with
witty observations through which
he answered critics. He took the
wind out of the Opposition’s sails
when he said he would prefer to
adopt as his own the suggestion
of the Leader of the Opposition
on Indo-Pak. relations.

from the summit was the assur-

‘No proposal from India’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 16 Pakistan tonight said that it had no proposal from
India for a “broad framework” for the next round of talks between the
two countries and maintained that it would not raise the Kashmir issue
at the SAARC meetings as the Association Charter did not permit a
debate on political issues. The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Mr.
Riaz Muhammad Khan, told the State-run news agency, Associated
Press of Pakistan, that there was no change in Pakistan’s stance that
Kashmir must occupy the central place in any dialogue between the two
- countries. He was responding to a question on Mr. Vajpayee’s statement
in the Rajya Sabha earlier in the day. The spokesman said that while
Kashmir would have to be the focus of any dialogue between the two
countries, Pakistan was willing to hold discussions with India on other
issues as well. “The SAARC charter clearly states that only matters of
economic and technical nature relating to the member- countries could
be raised at its meetings. Bilateral issues between two countries could be
raised on the sidelines of the meetings and Pakistan would continue to
raise the Kashmir issue at such meetings,” he told The Hindu Asked if
Pakistan would raise Kashmir in multilateral forums such as the U.N., he
said, “of course, we would continue to raise the issue of Kashmir in

forums?th as the U.N.”.

I

Mr. Vajpayee said Iammu and

Kashmir was an indivisible part of
India and ruled out another parti-
tion on religious lines.
His Government prepared for the
Agra summit just as it had for La-
hore but things changed in Isla-
mabad, and New Delhi had to
deal with a power which was not
willing to accept the Lahore Dec-
laration and which adopted an
ambivalent stand towards the
Shimla pact. He said there was a
“vacuum and crisis of trust” and
the Agra summmit was aimed at re-
newing the link which snapped
after Kargil.

On the charge that India had
insisted on Pakistan putting an
end to cross-border terrorism, he
said the ceasefire had brought
about a change in Jammu and
Kashmir. But the terrorist groups
did not respond to the ceasefire.

Mr. Vajpayee once again reject-
ed Gen. Musharraf’s terming of
terrorist acts as ‘jehad’ and
warned that terrorism would lead
to problems in Pakistan. Terror-
ism was a ‘double-edged weapon’

Mr. Vajpayee said that during
the long talk with Gen. Musharraf,
he poured out all that he had ac-
cumulated over the last 40 years
on Jammu and Kashmir, a jour-
ney that began with the erstwhile
Jana Sangh leader, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. Disagreeing with the
Opposition charge that India ac-
corded legitimacy to Gen. Mush-
arraf by inviting him, Mr.
Vajpayee said the latter had as-
sumed all powers before arriving
here.
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Musharra;‘

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

' ISLAMABAD, AUG. 15. The Pakistan

President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
has urged Indian leaders to ob-
serve ‘‘restraint and discretion”

. while making statements about
; the Agra summit.

Gen. Musharraf's  remarks
came before the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ad-
dress to the nation from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort, wherein he
squarely blamed the Pakistani
military ruler for the failure to re-

restraint,

Mtjgl S Indla

Addressing dlploma}&o colrg(

here at a dinner hosted in con- |
nection with Pakistan’s Inde-
pendence Day celebrations here
on Tuesday night, he said “I only
wish that there is a degree of re-
straint and discretion in the state-
ments across the border on the
Agra summit”.

Gen. Musharraf said Pakistan
was interested in peaceful and
negotiated settlement with India

on all outstanding issues. It also
wanted the dialogue process with
India to continue.

ach an understanding at Agra.

Y
‘Pak. depicting terror sm
as peripheral issue

NEW DELHI, AUG. 15. The Information and Broadcasting Minister, Ms.
Sushma Swaraj, today said the Pakistan President, General Pervez
Musharraf, wanted to put the issue of cross-border terrorism on the
back-burner and maintained his rigid stand that Kashmir was the core
issue between the two countries during the Agra summit. “‘Pakistan is
still trying to depict cross-border terrorism as the peripheral issue, but
for India it is a matter of prime concern,” Ms. Swaraj said at a seminar
‘Agra Summit and the two-nation theory' here. Gen. Musharraf was
avoiding talks on cross-border terrorism and was only talking about the
LoC, she said adding even at the summit he was playing with words.

Referring to the recent killings, including the attack on Amarnath
pilgrims, she said, “The magnitude of cross-border terrorism could be
gauged from the fact that everyday innocent people are killed in Jammu
and Kashmir.” The Minister said India was prepared for a compaosite
dialogue on all issues of differences, but Gen. Musharraf insisted on
having one-to-one talks with the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The National Conference leader, Mr. Sharifuddin Shariq, said in
the name of jehad, innocent people were being killed in Jammu and
Kashmir. “It is against the tenets of Islam. Those who are involved in
this brutal act have no religion,” he said.

Mr. Shariq said, “‘Kashmir will rWomplete unless Pandits

come back to the Valley.” — PTI



“  Resolving Kashmir issue

W '
<% key to

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 14. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
today declared that there could be
no peace and prosperity in the re-
gion without resolution of' the
longstanding Kashmir dispute.

Addressing the nation for the
first time in his capacity as the
President, Gen. Musharraf minced
no words in saying that Kashmir
was the biggest hurdle in normal-
isation of India-Pakistan relations.

For the first time after the Agra
summit, Gen. Musharraf was spe-
cific and categorical. Since his re-
turn, he had been maintaining a
low-profile on relations with India,
and the explanation from his man-
agers was that he would not like to
do or say anything that could
“weaken” the position of the
Pri Minister, Mr. Atal Behari

payee.

The 12-minute speech was
clearly intended for the interna-

Polls next year

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 14. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, today promised national elec-
tions and a return to democracy
in October 2002, the third anni-
versary of the bloodless coup that

g brought him to
L power. In
speeches
marking Pakis-
§ tan’s 54th an-
t niversary of
Independence,
he said elec-
tions for the
two Houses of
Parliament and
the Provincial Assemblies would
take place from October 1-11
next. — Reuters

; agsg Musharraf

Pakistan Army officers handing over sweets to their Indian
counterparts at the Wagah border post to celebrate
Pakistan’s 54th Independence Day. — AP

tional audience. Speaking in En-
glish before an audience of
Islamabad-based diplomats and
Pakistan’s senior military and civil
officers, the General focussed on
the achievements of his Govern-
ment in the last 22 months it has
been in power. He also patted
himself on the back for an impres-
sive performance, particularly on
the economic front.

On foreign policy, he claimed
that his Government had brought
the Kashmir issue “out of the clos-
et and made it the focus of world
attention”. “We are not high-
bound in our attitude and I have
categorically stated on my return
from Agra that we are in favour of
further talks with India on Kashmir
dispute and other issues of differ-
ence between the two countries.”

The President said, ‘‘without

sacrificing our sovereignty and our
national honour and our national
dignity, we are willing to go to any
length in order to maintain friend-
ly relations with all our neigh-
bours.” “This is particularly true
with regard to India because we
are convinced that without an am-
icable solution to the thorny and
long-standing Kashmir dispute the
two countries cannot progress and
develop.” He said the military
Government had frozen defence
spending “which, considering the
situation on our borders, is no
mean achievement”.

But in a reference to India, he
said: “The armed forces of Pakis-
tan, by the grace of Allah, backed
by our nuclear potential, provide
us complete security from external
threat.”

Vajpayee’s message: Page 13
. — 7



/] aswant slams
Pakistan for\g\

-support to xg‘}
\ STATESMAN NEWS VICE,.
NEW DELHI, Aug. 14. - Pakl-
‘ stan is still encouraging cross-

the defence minister, Mr Jas-
want Singh, today in his broad-
cast to the armed forces.

Mr Singh said Pakistan had to
stop cross-border terrorism if it
wanted peace and prosperity in
the subcontinent. India’s will-
ingness to talk should not be
seen as a weakness.

He said the responsibilities of

| creased and the Centre, facing
' a changed security environ-
| ment, would provide the latest
-weaponry to the armed forces.
. Shortage of funds will not be al-
| lowed to come in the way. He ci-
. ted the increase in the defence
| budget this year as a step in
this direction.
\ Mr Singh said the PM was
i ready to visit Islamabad even
| though India and Pakistan did
. not sign a joint declaration dur-

ing the Agra summit. He hoped

| Pakistan would, “understand
the reality” and begin cooperat-
| ing with India.

 He also spoke of a humber of

| welfare measures for the armed
. forces personnel..

' Two new warships: INS Kul-
| ish and INS Tarasa will join
the Indian Navy in the next few
‘ days. The Kulish is a missile
corvette and will be commis-
| sioned at Kolkata, while the
. Tarasa, a fast attack craft, will
be deployed in the Andaman
and Nicobar islands to check

. poaching and smuggling. /

border terrorism in J&K and -
other parts of the country, said

the armed forces have in- -
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both sides. It is in this regard  tak
that a reciprocal gesture from lomas
Pakistan like according the
+ Favoured Nation status to
becomes as imperatis
yemoving some 10
, trade that Pakis
finds prohibitive.
Hopes had soared with the
resurrection of dialogue bet-
ween the two countries that a mere
conclusion at Agra would givea ap
momentum to addressing the
constraints that bedevil Indo-
Pakistani trade. i
According to a
Federation of
Indian. Cham-
bers of Com-
merce and In-
dustry re-
search study,
India’s formal
ghare in  the
Pakistan im-
port basket is
just 14 per
cent,  while
Pakistan  has
less than 0.2
per cent n
Indian ~ im-
ports.
At the Baarc
meeting  iIn b
Colombe inDe-
cember 1999,
India had an-
nounced there-
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lion whereas been held since t gl ., i
exports from L fenwi

India was to the tune of

$127.40. .
Smuggling activities through f

the Pakistan-Afghani boxx-f g :

formal passage of specific i ‘

f e ird countries, i Noverab | THE STATESMAM

‘have been on the rise even as  explonb

 official bilateral transactions ntari ~ ‘

between the two countries re niial ] + A”T 2 1
onain less than one per cent of a strong v <

dustrial machinery, cen in #
tyres, chemicals and tea. Smug- generate
gledgoedsmnﬂngmindiafmm di
/| Pakistan are pulses, edible oil, ist
spices and dry fruits. ,.
Unless Pakistan accords MEN  ea
status to India, thereby ex- 4
panding the list of 600 items
which are at present allowed  text
for import into Pakistan from and
India, the unofficial trade 18 ve
threatening to become intra:
able. Along the land
between India and Pakistan, 2
there is just one trade fransit |
point with rail/road link and
customs/immigration facilities,
that, too, with very himited faci-
lities for loading, unloading, i
transit storage and trans-ship-
ment. . .
There is shortage of rail we- i
gong and complete lack of coor- ! er
dination between the rail auth-  anc
orities of India and Pakistan. ol & d
Bilateral shipping arrange- :
ments do not permit loadingby
ships of one country cargoes flo
meant for third countries at sea
ports of the other country.
S&nﬁs from Karachi cannot land
at _
vice versa, unless they have 1
touched the third country. imp
Then, while India has hberal-
ised the visa regime signi-
ficantly relieving business visa 10nge
seckers from long queues and keepi
to the police almost routinely, on co)
the same is not the case with 2
visiting Indian businessmen.
India, allege Pakistani busi-
nessmen, has an inclination to el
increase exports at a greater
than to increase imports.
India is a natural outlet for
Pakistan's exports of consumer
goods provided it relaxes its Y@l

India are grati . .

umbai or another port and f""




We want a peaceful
accord, says Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 13. The Pakistan military ruler and
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has said that his
country favoured a dialogue with India for peaceful
settlement of the Kashmir issue ““in accordance with
the wishes of the Kashmiri people”. %

In an informal talk with correspondents at
walpindi railway station here this evening, *en.
Musharraf maintained that this was the burdeN of
his statements in Delhi as well as Agra during his
recent visit to India.

“I would like to urge all the leadership across that
they must stick to whatever actually happened there
and they must not get involved in statements which
are not the reality”, he said.

Pakistan has recently accused India of distorting
the truth about the deliberations of the Agra summit
and complained that some of the statements made
by Indian leaders in recent days were in ‘poor taste’.
The Pakistan Foreign Office contested some of the
statements made by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in the course of his reply in the Lok
Sabha on the Agra summit debate last week.

In another development, the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan has asked all political parties to sub-

VR

mit a statement of its finances and accounts within
75 days of the close of the financial year (July-June)
to the Director-General Audit, Islamabad under Po-
litical Parties Rules 1986.

The directive of the Commission to the political
parties to submit their accounts by September 13
assumes significance as Gen. Musharraf is expected
soon to announce the schedule for the provincial
assembly elections. Under a deadline of the Pakistan
Supreme Court, the military government has to
complete the elections by October 2002.

A statement of the Pakistan Election Commission
said these statements would have to be submitted
under the provisions of Section 3A of the Political
Parties Act, 1962. Under the provision, every political
party is required to submit a statement of its financ-
es and accounts in 75 days of the close of the fi-
nancial year (July-June} to the Director-General
Audit, Islamabad.

According to Election Commission of Pakistan, the
financial year, 2000-2001 has closed on June 30,
2001. All such political parties, who have not so far
furnished their accounts for audit, are advised in
their own interest, to submit the statements of their

finances and accounts to the Director-General Audit. |

Pak. dailies report fresh
intrusions in Kargil, Drass

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 13. If reports in a
section of the Pakistani press are
to be believed, militants have
once again intruded into the Kar-

gil and Drass sectors and
launched attacks on Indian
forces.

A number of Urdu dailies quot-
ing the Pakistan-based militant
outfit, Harkat-ul-Mujahideen,
have said that on the night of Au-
gust 12, militants led by ‘the Com-
mander’, Omar Shaheen,
intruded in Kargil and attacked
two posts in the Banial area near

India denies report

NEW DELHI, AUG. 13. The De-
fence Ministry tonight termed
as “baseless” a report in a Pa-
kistani newspaper that mili-
tants belonging to Harkat-ul
Mujahideen had intruded in-
to Kargil and Drass sectors on
the night of August 11 and
launched attacks on Indian
troops. “The report is baseless
and motivated,” a senior offi-
cial said when asked about
the report. — PT1

would launch fresh strikes in Jam-
mu sector also.

According to a report in the Ur-
du daily, Ausaf, the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen  secretary-general,
Maulana Fazlur Rehmal Khalil,
has rewarded Omar Shaheen and
his contingent for the successful
attack.

In a related development the
Lashkar-e-Taiba chief, Hafiz Mo-
hammad Saeed, has said after
conquering Kashmir, mujahideen
would also get Indian Muslims
“liberated from the Indian pos-
session and complete the ideol-

Drass along the LoC.

The reports said they initially
used rockets and hand grenades
but later opened fire on the flee-
ing Indian soldiers. The outfit
claimed that 18 Indian soldiers
were killed in the attack.

In a press statement it said the
strike was launched to avenge
killing of two Harkat-ul-Mujahi-
deen men in an encounter with
the Indian forces sometime back.
Omar Shaheen has been quoted
as saying that soon militants

ogy of Pakistan”’,

In a statement he has said that
instead of celebrating Independ-
ence Day, the people of Pakistan
should think about liberatin
crores of Indian Muslims from
repressive Hindu rule.

—-ﬁ/
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' ISLAMABAD, Aug. 12. - Paki
| stan would continue to pursue
the goal of peaceful relations
| with India and seek ways to re-
i solve the Kashmir issue de
' spite the impasse at the Agra
| Summit, General Pervez
Musharraf said.

The Pakistani President told
| this to the visiting Japanese
| foreign minister, Mr Tsutomu
' Hata, yesterday.
| The two leaders also dis-
cussed issues like nuclearisa-
tion of South Asia and the Af-
i ghan problem, Pakistan televi-

sion reported.

In Bangalore, the foreign
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
today declined to comment on
media reports from Islamabad
and Colombo on Pakistan’s
readiness for talks on “cross-
border terrorism” and its “di-
sappointment” over India “air-
ing grievances” after the Agra
Summit.

Mr Singh said he was yet to,

meet the foreign secretasy,
Mrs Chokila Iyer, after her vis-
" it to Colombo, where she had
| talks with her Pakistani coun-

terpart, Mr Inam ul-Hag.
[ “I have been out of Delhi since
i the morning. She (Mrs Iyer) is
! on her way back to Delhi. Un-
| less I talk to her, I don’t wish to
. comment on the Pakistani for-

eign secretary’s statement,” he
| told reporters.

Mr Singh, who is also the de-
| fence minister, refused to talk
. on the progress made with
| British defence and aerospace

giant BAE Systems Plc over
the supply of 66 Hawk jets to
Indian Air Force.
A don’t discuss weapons pro-
urement in public,” he
added. .
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E CAN PROCEED ON AGREED STRUCTURFE’

. Pak. ready for talks on

‘cross-border terrorism;/p'

By B. Muralidhar Redd

ISLAMABAD, AUG.11. The Pakista
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Inam ul
Haq, has said that Pakistan i
ready to discuss the issue of
““cross border terrorism’ with In-
dia.

In an interview to BBC after
talks with the Foreign Secretary,
Ms. Chokila Iyer, in Colombo on
Saturday, Mr. Haq said that the
issue of “cross-border terrorism"”
figured at the Agra summit be-
tween the Pakistani President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf and the
Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

He claimed that an agreement
was reached to take it up at the
political level. Although there was
no joint declaration at the end of
the summit, yet a structure was
agreed. ““We can go ahead on this
structure if the two countries so
desire,” he said.

In response to a question, Mr.
Haq said in the interview: “No,
India never said that it did not
want to discuss Kashmir. Rather,
Jammu and Kashmir and confi-
dence-building measures were
going to be discussed at the politi-
cal and official levels. Working

M

groups were being constituted for
this purpose”. Mr. Haq described
his meeting with Ms. Iyer as “‘very
positive”. “It was agreed that the
process which was initiated at
Agra by the two countries had to
be carried ahead. The process of
dialogue needs to be continued to
resolve the issues including Jam-
mu and Kashmir. The Indian For-
eign Secretary confirmed that the
Indian Prime Minister and the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister had accept-
ed our invitation to visit Pakistan.
The dates will be decided later”.

Next summit
likely by year-end

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, AUG. 11. The Foreign Sec-
retary, Ms. Chokila Iyer, today in-
dicated that the next Indo-Pak
summit would be held by the end
of this year or early next year and
that both sides “‘agreed that the
dialogue process must continue”’.

Ms. lyer, who was returning to
New Delhi from Colombo after
participating in the SAARC meet-
ing, told presspersons at the
Chennai airport that the ‘“re-
sponse from the Pakistan side

with regard to the next

that the process of engagement
has started between the two
countries and the dialogue should
continue. The exact dates for the
proposed summit are still to be
sorted out.”

Core issues such as Kashmir
and cross-border terrorism also
figured during her discussion
with her Pakistan counterpart. On
the prisoners of war issue, she
said, “We did raise the subject
again with them and they told us
that they will look into it. And they
have asked us if we could give
more details.”

“I think T had a very good visit.
The SAARC meeting was very
constructive. We were able to
complete most of our agenda,”
Ms. Iyer said.

The NDA convener and Samata
Party leader, Mr. George Fer-
nandes, welcomed Ms. Iyer's
statement that there was consen-
sus between India and Pakistan
on continuing their dialogue. “I
think it is a good idea, and it is
very good news,” he said in an
informal chat with presspersons
at the Chennai airport. He arrived
here tonight from New Delhi on a

short visit. i

D‘E Hird:



By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 10. The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, today said that contrary to
the widespread impression of In-
dian underpreparedness at Agra,
it was in fact the Pakistani side
which did not have ‘““clear instruc-
tions” from its President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf. It was Gen.
Musharraf who preferred to draw
the draft declaration with the
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee.

Intervening in a discussion in
the Rajya Sabha on the Prime
Minister’s statement on the sum-
mit, the Minister said that when
both sides agreed officials would
work on a possible Joint Declara-
tion or Joint Statement, the Pakis-
tani officials declined for “they
had no clear instructions or pre-
pared documents”’. Mr. Singh
said Gen. Musharraf wanted to
draft the document with - the
Prime Minister, an exercise the
heads of Government were not
expected to undertake, and it was
then that he proposed that the
task be taken up by him and his
Pakistani counterpart, Mr. Abdul
Sattar.

Clarifying that he had not ini-
tialled any draft along with Mr.
Sattar, Mr. Singh said they had
drawn ‘“six square brackets”
which were taken back to the re-
spective camps to eliminate as
many as possible. The Cabinet
Committee on Security then de-
cided that the priority was not to
find an agreed text but to see what
would meet India’s aspirations.

During his 90-minute interven-
tion, interspersed with anecdotes,
couplets and a detailed account
of the summit, the Minister
sought to counter Opposition
charges, some of which he took
persaonally. He said the Vajpayee
Government was tackling prob-
lems it had inherited, in particular
those from successive Congress
regimes.

Mr. Singh seemed particularly
stung by the remarks of the Lead-
er of the:Opposition, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, and cited three errors
in foreign policy pursued earlier
in areas of Jammu and Kashmir,

“Pak., not India, was
unprepared: Jaswant

the Sino-Indian bor()er artd Indj
an Peace Keeping Forc
operations in Sri Lanka.

Jammu and Kashmir was not a |

territorial dispute since Pakistan
had made illegal occupation and
also ceded land to China but it
was a “dispute over fundamen-
tals” which sprung from Pakis-
tan’s two-nation theory, which
India did not subscribe to. Mr.
Singh said that while 85 to 95 per
cent of population in the Kashmir
Valley were Muslims, they were
the dominant community in
some other parts of the country
too. “What should I do with these
people ? Put them on a railway
rack and send them to Pakistan ?
We will not be able to accept it,”

‘Donkey and
two men

NEW DELHI, AUG. 10. In a lighter
moment during the discus-
sion on Agra summit in Rajya
Sabha, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
today recalled the fable of the
‘donkey and two men’ to ex-
plain the difficulties his Min-
istry faced in handling foreign
policy issues.

Intervening during the dis-
cussion, Mr. Singh narrated
the fable to say how the father
and son ended up carrying
the donkey instead of riding
on it, heeding the advice of
the people on the way. — PTI

he said.The Minister denied aGw\
pressure from the United States
and sought to correct any mis-
conception on this count. He as-
serted the agreements of Shimla
and Lahore would be the basis
while drawing on the understand-
ing from the Agra summit in fu-
ture talks with Islamabad.

Defending the role of the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Minis-
ter, Ms. Sushma Swaraj, at Agra,
Mr. Singh said any shortcoming
in media management was his re-
sponsibility. However, his priority
at Agra was to bridge the differ-
ences between India and Pakistan

and not to provide informW ”
24-hour news channels.
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INDIA’S TOUGH MESSAGE TO PAK.

By Nirupama Subramanlan

COLOMBO, AUG. 10: While maintain-
ing its commitment to the contin-
uation of the dialogue initiated at
the Agra summit, India today put
across a tough message to Pakistan
at the meeting of the Foreign Sec-
retaries of the two countries here
that the engagement would not be
on its terms.

Contrary to the impression in
the run-up to the Agra summit that
India was willing to concede the
“centrality” of Kashmir in bilateral
talks by giving it the primary posi-
tion in the eight-point composite
dialogue process, a strongly-word-
ed statement following today’s
meeting rejected Kashmir as the
“core’” or “central” issue. Instead,
the statement linked ‘“‘normalisa-
tion” of relations to the stoppage
of “cross-border terrorism’’.

It said the Indian Foreign Secre-
tary, Ms. Chokila Iyer, conveyed to
her Pakistan counterpart, Mr. In-
amul Haq, that the recent inci-
dents of civilian killings in Jammu
and Kashmir, had created ‘‘ex-
tremely negative sentiments” at
the public and political level. “Ul-
timately, it would be for Pakistan
to choose the kind of relationship
it would like to have with India,”
the statement declared.
Disappointing, says Haq

Reacting to the Indian state-
ment, Mr. Haq told an internation-
al news agency that it was
“disappointing”, particularly as
both sides had “agreed not to air
their grievances”. However, before
the Indian statement was made
public, both Ms. Iyer and Mr. Haq

terrorism’

_‘Normalisation linked to
gM:ross-b(pd

The Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokil Ier, h her Pakistani
counterpart, Mr. Inamul Haq, in Colombo on Friday. — AFP

told journalists, as they emerged
from the 75-minute meeting, that
the exchange was ‘“‘useful” and
“positive”. ‘“The importance of
continuing the process from Agra
has been noted by both the sides,”
Ms. lyer said. The Indian Foreign
Secretary also conveyed the ac-
ceptance of the invitations to the
Prime Minister and the Minister of
External Affairs to visit Pakistan.
Mr. Haq said Pakistan was
“keenly looking forward” to the
visits, the dates for which would be
decided through mutual consulta-
tion. Ms. Iyer said the two dis-
cussed the confidence building
measures announced by India be-
fore the Agra summit. India also
raised the issue of the 54 PoWs
from 1971, believed to be still held
by Pakistan. Both she and Mr. Haq

Not helpful, says Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 10 The military establishment in Pakistan is clearly
disappointed at the stand taken by India at Colombo. There was no
official reaction here to the Indian statement detailing the points
made by the Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila Iyer, in her interaction
with her Pakistani counterpart, Mr. Inamul Haq. Though the standard
reply of the managers of the military establishment was that they
would not like talk without a close look at the statement, it is unlikely
that Islamabad would let the Indian viewpoint go uncontested.

The unofficial view here is that India’s posture would not help carry
forward the process of dialogue that began at Agra. “We believe it can
only reverse the gains made at Agra”, a senior official said. In its
response to a spate of statements from New Delhi since the Agra
summit including the reply of the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee,
in the Lok Sabha, the Pakistan Foreign Office two days ago had ac-
cused New Delhi of distorting the proceedings and outcome of the
summit. What must have come as a surprise to Islamabad more than
anything else in the articulation of the Indian position by Ms. Chokila
Iyer is the issue related to the centrality of Kashmir to normalisation
of relations between the two countries.

This is one issue on which the Musharraf Government cannot be
expected to maintain its diplomatic silence. The categorical rejection
by India that it does not accept any suggestion on Kashmir as either
the core or the central issue to the tensions between the two countries
is likely to be contested.

said the two sides had agreed to
discuss the “impediments” in the
bilateral relationship through fur-
ther exchanges.

But the statement put out by In-
dia, which closely mirrored that of
the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in the Lok Sabha earlier
this week, minced no words in ar-
ticulating what New Delhi consid-
ers to be the chief obstacles.

Distributed minutes after the
meeting ended, it said Ms. Iyer had
asserted that the insurgency in
Jammu and Kashmir “with its for-
eign mercenaries and generous as-
sistance from abroad” could not
be anything but “‘cross-border ter-
rorism”.

It was evident from the state-
ment that India virtually erased
the Agra discussions at today’s
meeting, emphasising instead that
it would be “‘necessary to observe
and implement the provisions of
the Shimla Agreement and the La-
hore Declaration” for the im-
provement of relations between
the two countries. The statement
revealed for the first time that In-
dia had sought to incorporate in a
joint document in Agra the struc-
ture of a future dialogue process
on all issues, including meetings at

the official, ministerial and sum- -

mit levels.

“We also made proposals for ad-
dressing the issue of peace and se-
curity, including nuclear and
conventional confidence building
measures, Jammu and Kashmir,
terrorism, and all other issues from
the composite dialogue,” it stated.
Ms. Iyer had conveyed to Mr. Haq
that the document had to be
“abandoned” because of Pakis-
tan’s “unacceptable and untena-
ble fixation” on Kashmir, a
reluctance to address cross-border
terrorism, and a “negative ap-
proach” towards .the Shimla
Agreement and the Lahore Decla-
ration.
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Forelgn Secys meet to carry

By Nirupama Subramarnian

to take place on Friday is expected to
reiterate the existence of the political will to contin-
ue the process initiated at Agra despite the acrimo-
nious statements immediately following it.

“We hope to carry forward the Agra process at
tomorrow’s meeting,” Mr. Inamul Hagq, the Foreign
Secretary of Pakistan, told journalists today.

Expressing happiness that both the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, had accepted their
invitations to visit Pakistan, Mr. Haq said there was
also a window for a meeting between the leaders of
the two countries next month on the sidelines of
the U.N. General Assembly at New York.

The Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila Iyer, told
journalists that the meeting had to be seen in the
light of statements by both the Prime Minister and

forward Agr;} pgace process

e Foreign Minister that India would continue its
dialogue with Pakistan. The meeting was expected
to be short, but its significance lay in the fact that it
would be the first official exchange between the
two sides after Agra, Ms. Iyer said.

The meeting between the two foreign secretaries
is scheduled for around noon tomorrow, and has
no specific agenda.

The External Affairs Ministry spokesperson in |
New Delhi said earlier this week that the two would
discuss all issues of bilateral interest at the meet-
ing.

One of the issues that may be discussed is the list
of confidence-building measures, announced by
New Delhi before the Agra summit, and now offi-
cially communicated to the Pakistan Government.

Pakistan had said it would examine each of the |

five measures and decide whether or not to accept
them on “merit”.

Ms. Iyer told reporters in Chennai that she would
also pursue the issue of the 54 Prisoners of War that
India believed were being held in Pakistani jails.
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. by Islamabad.

NEW DELHI, AUG. 9. The Congress today accuged ]
Vajpayee Government of succumbing to pressu
from the United States in holding the Agra summ
and said the outcome of the talks showed a betraya

The very fact that Washington indicated the dates

¢ of the summit when the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal

Behari Vajpayee, was in a Mumbai hospital showed

. India was “‘prodded” into holding talks with Islama-
i bad, the Congress member, Mr. Kaplil Sibal, said par-
| ticipating in the resumed discussion on the summit
_in the Rajya Sabha.

“You must have been pressured by the interna-

© tional community. You must have been prodded by

the U.S.," Mr. Sibal said referring to the White House

¢ spokesperson expressing Washington's full support
i {0 the suimnmit when Mr. Vdjpayee was still in hospi-

tal and the date for the parleys not yet announced.

The Congress member said the Pakistan President,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s rhetoric reflected the mind-
set of the other side, yet India innocently hoped

I something would come out of the summit.

Mr. Sibal also criticised the Information and
Broadcasting Minister, Ms. Sushma Swaraj, who said

i Mr. Vajpayee had conveyed a strong and tough

message to Gen. Musharraf during the talks. “We did
not se¢ Mr. Vajpayee speaking during the summit,”

! he said wondering how the Prime Minister could

Eomir,

have sent a tough message.
On the stepped-up violence in Jammu and Kash-
Mr. Sibal said the External Affairs Minister, Mr.

U.S. pressure led to Agra a,
summit, says Congress 7" (

Jaswant Singh, J]almed the caravan of tdlkS would |
continue but what was being witnessed in Kashmir |

was only a caravan of dead bodies splattered with
blood The BJP’s Mr. Dinanath Mishra said no

‘A good media manager

NEW DELHI, AUG. 9.The Congress member, Mr. Kapil
Sibal, today paid a left-handed compliment to the
Information and Broadcasting Minister, Ms. Sush-

ma Swaraj, in the Rajya Sabha for her “manage- |

ment” of the media.

“She expressed her innocence about manage- |

ment of the media. But when I see today’s newspa-
pers, she has mastered media management. It was
managed beautifully.” Mr. Sibal was referring to
the positive media projection she got for her in-
tervention during the debate on the Agra summit in
the House yesterday. The media management by
the Government during the summit had come un-

der attack from the Opposition during the debate

which Ms. Swaraj had rejected. — PTI

g

breakthrough could be achieved in bilateralrelations
without a change in the “‘hate-India” mindset in Pa- |
kistan. The BJP’s Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad said the
biggest achievement of the summit was that the

Government had been able to prove
consistent effort, that Pakistan
ds a diplomatic tool and ind
terrorism. — PT1

ter two years'
S using terrorism
ing in cross- border
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2001

OR SUSTAINABLE TALKS WITH PAKISTAN

THE FIRM PLEDGE by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to pursue a process of dia-
logue with Pakistan is certainly a welcome sign of
salutary diplomacy. An exposition of the neces-
sary political will marked his reply to a debate in
the Lok Sabha on the recent Agra summit. Un-
deniably, this acquires importance in the context
of unmitigated frustrations in both New Delhi
and Islamabad over the manner in which the
Agra talks had decelerated without a definitive
outcome. However, Mr. Vajpayee has also dis-
closed, perhaps consciously, that he resorted to
rhetorical repartees in a serious effort to stop Pa-
kistan’s President and Chief Executive, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf, in his tracks at Agra. Finding that
Gen. Musharraf would not relent in his advocacy
of the “wishes” of the Kashmiris, the Prime Min-
ister, by his own statement, asked the Pakistan
Army Chief whether he had in fact “consulted”
the people of his country while assuming power
in 1999. Now, shorn of the perceived efficacy of
this candid counter-argument in silencing Gen.
Musharraf on that occasion, Mr. Vajpayee has
shown himself to be not averse to adopting nega-
tive tactics to score simple debating points. Gen.
Musharraf had in fact been.invited to that sum-
mit in spite of his status as a military ruler who
suppressed democracy in his own country.
Nonetheless, it is also possible that the Prime
Minister has not revealed the totality of the rele-
vant context out of some concern for the confi-
dentiality of the overall conversations that he had
with Gen. Musharraf at Agra. Yet, a rational real-
ity that must be underlined is that diplomatic
semantics, however smart, cannot lead to a sus-
tainable dialogue with Pakistan. Moreover, there
is really no meaningful alternative to substantive
parleys with Islamabad.

av@" Qw}
It is no less true that the Musharraf adminis-

tration often tends to play to the gallery outside
the strict domain of an active engagement with
India. Notable among Pakistan’s contributions to
the semantic discourse on the Agra summit is
Gen. Musharraf’s presumptive attempt at a dia-

lectical dismissal of New Delhi’s accusations
about Islamabad-inspired cross-border terror-
ism within Jammu and Kashmir as also elsewhere
in India. In Islamabad’s book, the alleged acts of
terror on the Indian side of the Line of Control
(LoC) do not bristle with horrific attributes on
two counts. Pakistan’s contention is that the LoC
is not the same as an international border and
that the saga of terror, which India campaigns
against, is intrinsically a characteristic of the
Kashmiri “freedom struggle”. Now, while the
Kashmiri “freedom struggle” is in some ways
central to the main dispute between New Delhi
and Islamabad, quintessentially semantic indeed
is Pakistan’s proclivity to disregard India’s argu-
ments on the basis of a distinction between the

LoC and a border. V\O '
Certainly unexceptionable is M1\ ajpayee’s

sense of confidence in India’s ability to \meet the
multi-pronged menace of terrorism andlalso any
external aggression. In a sense, though, the fu-
ture course of India-Pakistan talks may be chart-
ed in the context of the Prime Minister’s
insistence on judging Pakistan by the ‘“litmus
test” of the efforts it might make to end cross-
border terrorism. Islamabad’s considered re-
sponses, as distinct from its initial dismay over
some aspects of Mr. Vajpayee’s latest statement,
will also be crucial. At Agra, Mr. Vajpayee and
Gen. Musharraf appeared to have reckoned, ei-
ther directly or implicitly, with the possibility of a
trade-off between Pakistan’s plea for intensive
discussions on Kashmir as the prime issue and
India’s demand that Islamabad agree to address
the question of cross-border terrorism. In this
limited sweep, the deliberations at Agra marked a
qualitative departure from the Lahore Declara-
tion of 1999. New Delhi’s perception is that the
Lahore and Shimla documents do not enthuse
Gen. Musharraf. However, a forward movement
can yet be envisioned if India and Pakistan strive
harder for friendship in the ungtable bilateral en-
vironment that calls for conwéntional and nucle-
ar risk reductions too.
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/ ‘ENDING TERRORISM WILL BE LITMUS TEST

W Onus on Pak.: PMc

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW ELHI, AUG. 7. Reiterating that friendship with
neighbours was a matter of commitment with India,
the Pyme Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
that the onus was on Pakistan to put an end
-border terrorism if Islamabad wanted a
relationship with New Delhi. ‘‘Pakistan can
and it must stop cross-border terrorist incidents (like
the one in Doda a few days ago); this would be the

litmus test.” q \'\5\’/ eNL

Replying to the debate in the Lok Sabha on the
Agra summit, the Prime Minister revealed for the
first time the kind of plainspeaking that took place
between him and the Pakistan President, Gen. Per-

followed the ru]es of protocol, and we lost out (in the
media war).” However, the Prime Minister assured
the House that the lesson learnt (in the media war)
would be kept in mind.

Mr. Vajpayee also emphasised quite a bit on the
consequences of the change of regime in Pakistan,
from a civilian to a military set-up. He pointed out
that while the Lahore Declaration did acknowledge
terrorism as a problem, the installation of a military
government changed the entire scenario. “We could
not persuade the Pakistani delegation to acknowl-
edge cross-border terrorism; not only that, they de-
scribed it as freedom struggle; this was totally
unpalatable to us and vitiated the summit atmo-
sphere.”

vez Musharraf. According to Mr.
Vajpayee, he told the General that
Pakistan was invoking the princi-
ple of the “wishes of the people”
of Kashmir, but “were the people
of Pakistan consulted when you
took over power?”

For good measure, the Prime
Minister added that his interloc-
utor did not expect this kind of
candidness. Yet, he said, there
was no alternative to letting di-
plomacy play its part. “Without
sacrificing our national interests,
we would keep trying to improve
our relations with Pakistan.”

This was the Prime Minister’s
first comprehensive account of
the summit, and while placing the
blame for the summit’s failure on
Gen. Musharraf's “one-point
agenda”, he was careful not to
sound too strident. He kept insist-

The Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, made
the following observations in
the Lok Sabha in his reply to
the debate on the Agra sum-
mit.

C ‘We are ready to have talks

'on Jammu and Kashmir. For
you, (Pakistan) is a piece of
land. But Kashmir is a part of
our life.

b ‘The malicious propagan-
da that Kashmir will drop like
a ripened fruit in Pakistan’s
lap must end. India can deal
with any aggression, face any
challenge... It is India’s con-
sistent policy that it wants
friendship. It is not a sign of

The Prime Minister shared with
the members his reading of the
perceptions within Pakistan. Qu-
oting a write-up in the Pakistani
newspaper, The Dawn, he said
within Pakistan a feeling was set-
ting in soon after Kargil that there
could be no military solution to
the Kashmir problem. “Had there
been no change of regime after
Lahore, perhaps there could have
been some settlement.” The
Prime Minister also cited the case
of an unnamed Kashmiri leader
who changed his tune after the
military coup in Pakistan.

As per the Prime Minister's ac-
count, he told Gen. Musharraf
rather bluntly that if he kept in-
sisting on the centrality of the
Kashmir dispute the talks would
not take off. He explained that
while India did not subscribe to

ing that there was no dilution in weakness. § §
India’s commitment to carry for-

the two-nation theory, “w
wished Pakistan well but at the

ward the process of dialogue, and

at the same time he was keen on serving notice that
India would not negotiate from a position of weak-
ness and that there was going to be no compromise
on cross-border terrorism.

The Prime Minister also revealed that during the
delegation-level talks, he had told Pakistan “India
would not give in to terrorism and no one should
underestimate India’s capacity to put down this ter-
rorism”. Mr: Vajpayee added that ‘“we wanted the
message to sink in; that is why we did not rush to the
media to }veal; we were firm but also courteous, we

same time Pakistan should not
make efforts to dismember India”. “Such efforts
would be defeated,” he had warned.

However, instead of striking a hawkish posture,
Mr. Vajpayee gave the impression of wanting to mo-
bilise the entire House to convey to Pakistan the
country’s resolve in the process of dialogue and the
battle against cross-border terrorism. Mr. Vajpayee
was heard with rapt attention, and those in the press
gallery could not help admiring glimpses of “Vaj-
payee the orator of old” when he used to keep the

House enthralled.
y/d
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS minister Jaswant Sihgh
on Monday told the Lok Sabha that it was
Pakistan that had come unprepared for the
Agra summit and said the inability to reach an
agreement was due to Islamabad’s attempts to
hold Jammu and Kashmir hostage to Indo-Pak
relations.

However, refusing to describe the summit
as a “failure” Mr Singh, while reiterating that
India will pursue the peace process with
Pakistan, also sent a stern warning that
Islamabad put an end to the “compulsive and
perpetual hostility” towards India. He cautioned
that Pakistan could end up being chaos-ridden,
similar to the prevailing political anarchy in
Afghanistan, if it continued to encourage cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The caravan of peace is in motion. The
dogs of war cannot be allowed to deviate from
this process,” he said. Reaffirming that J&K was
at the core of Indian nationhood, he said its
division on religious grounds propounded by
the two-nation theory and its treatment as a
“territorial dispute” was unacceptable.

“India has no ill will towards Pakistan. We
are a country on the move. We don’t covet
even an inch of Pakistan,” he said, contending
that it was Pakistan which was pre-occupied
with India as it had an Indo-centric policy.

Articulating the government stand in a 90-
minute intervention during the debate on the
Agra summit in the Lower House on Monday
evening, Mr Singh gave detailed clarifications
on four broad areas that included the prepara-
tions, agenda, media response and outcome of
the summit}ufﬁrtunately for the Opposition,

Jaswant: Same Old Story

many of its members, who consider themselves
well versed on matters relating to external
affairs, were conspicuous by their absence. Mr
Singh did admit, though, that there had been
shortcomings on the media front and accepted
full responsibility for it.

Mr Singh used the opportunity to clarify
aspects of the summit that were unclear so far.
He said Goa had been originally decided upon
as the venue for the talks with the idea that the
two leaders retreat to a place where they could
have a frank and thorough discussion.

However, he said General Musharraf per-
sonally called Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee to express his desire to come to Delhi.
“When the dignitary himself says that he must
spend a night in Delhi, how can we refuse,” Mr
Singh maintained.

Refuting the Opposition charge that the
government had not done its homework, Mr
Singh countered that it was the Pakistani dele-
gation which had been in a state of unpre-
paredness. “Until the last day, Pakistan was not

swant blames Pak for flopshow, again

clear itself because General Musharraf had not
taken the Pakistani establishment into confi-
dence,” he said. He revealed that on July 15,
officials from the Pakistani side refrained from
sitting for delegation-level discussions because
they had no documents with them.

“It was at 11 in the night after the banquet
hosted by the UP governor that they finally
indicated their readiness to sit for discussions,”
he said, adding that these talks continued till
4.30 in the morning. “If there was any prepara-
tion, it was from our side. We had all drafts
ready with us even before the summit began,”
he said.

To drive home his point on the lack of
diplomatic finesse on the part of the Pakistanis,
he said they deviated from norms practised
worldwide. “Normally draft agreements are
never prepared even at the foreign minister’s
level, leave aside the highest level,” he said. He
asserted that this had led to his making cprrec-
tions in his own hand on various drafts.

Answering the queries posed by the
Congress MP Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi on
whether the declaration had been in the stage
of being almost clinched, Mr Singh said: “I can-
not understand this. It is like stating someone is
almost pregnant. How can that be. Either an
agreement is reached or it has not reached. In
this case it was not.” He also denied that there
was pressure from any foreign country.

Mr Singh also referred to the Tashkent talks
after the 1965 Indo-Pak war when India con-
ceded Haji Pir pass to Pakistan, the 1972 Simla
agreement which spoke of a “final settlement”
to the Kashmir issue and the IPKF misadven,
ture in Sri Lanka and asked whether u%é
Congress regimes had done their preparatibn!

The Econumic Time,
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Times News Network and
Agencies
ALIGARH Union home minister

: LK. Advani on
Sunday des-
cribed cross-bor-
der terrorism as
the “single most
critical  issue”
faced by . the
country today.
Addressing a
—1 gathering on the
LK. Advani  occasion of the
99th anniversary of the freedom
fighter late Mohan Lal Gautam,
Mr Advani charged Pakistan of
being directly responsible for the
recent killing of 15 innocent vil-
lagers in the Doda region of
Jammu.
Reacting sharply to the mas-
sacre, Mr Advani said, “Is this part

/f(dvam blasts

Pakistan for
Doda ma%sacre

the competence or the will to crush
militancy. The state should be
handed over to the army and the
troops should be given a free
hand,” Mr Gulati said in a state-
ment here.

Sangh Parivar outfits, including
the RSS and the VHP have also
been demanding severance of
diplomatic ties with Pakistan and
destruction of terrorist training
camps across the border, in the
wake of the recent spurt in attacks
on the minorities in J&K.

Meanwhile, the 13 massacred
persons were cremated on Sunday
evening amidst protests by people
demanding a visit by Union home
minister L.K. Advani even as secu-
rity forces intensified the hunt for
the assailants and curfew remained
in force in two nearby towns
gripped by tension set off by the

of the same massacre.
freedom strug- VALE F TEARS The last rites

gle which Pa-
kistan  Presi-
dent  Pervez
Musharraf

referred to dur- |@ Curfew continues In Kishtwar,
Baderwah towns

ing his visit to
India?”

He said, “The
Agra Summit

were per-

dreds of mour-
ners attended
the cremation
at Atholi vil-
lage in Kisht-
war tehsil after
the authorities

@ Shiv Sena calls for President's rule | formed as hun-
in J&K

was doomed the very moment,
General Musharraf chose to
describe cross-border terrorism as
a freedom struggle.”

Mr Advani said, before the for-
mal opening of the Agra summit, he
had told General Musharraf that
the summit would provide the “best
opportunity” in recent times, to

resolve all Indo-Pak issues. General -

Musharraf, however, chose to stick
to the Kashmir issue, as the main
agenda during the summit.
Reports from New Delhi said
that the Shiv Sena, an ally in the

National Democratic Alliance gov- -

ernment, on Sunday demanded the
dismissal of the Farooq Abdullah
government in Jammu and
Kashmir and handing over the
state to the army in the wake of the
killings in Doda.

Terming the killings as a ‘das-
tardly act’, the Sena’s Delhi unit
leader Abhimanyu Gulati demand-
ed the imposition of President’s
rule in the state as, “the National
Conference (NC) governments
failed to protect the minority com-
repeated massacres.”

“Epdugh is enough. The state
govérnment does not have either

persuaded the relatives of the
deceased to carry out the rituals, an
official spokesman said here.

As the protestors relented
their demand for Mr Advani’s visit
to the massacre site, the bodies of
the victims were taken to Atholi
from Kishtwar for cremation.

As shutdowns were enforced in
various parts of Doda district, cur-
few, imposed in Kishtwar and
Baderwah towns following the
massacre on Friday night to pre-
vent possible outbreak of commu-
nal violence, continued, the
spokesman said. He said the
Rashtriya Rifle troops and Special
Task Force of the state police
stepped up operations in the hilly
district to trace the militants
responsible for the killings.

The government has also sanc-
tioned 1,000 special police officers
equipped with automatic weapons
for the district to protect the mead-
ows from militants.

One company of Central
Reserve Police Force has moved to
the Atholi-Paddar-Sharoti Dhar

areas to provide security to vil-.

lagers who move to the mea,
with their cattle in summer, € 'said.
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/GSSONS FROMAGRA | Kanti Bajpai

Till we meet again

(BN

The Agra summit was not a complete failure. But if India wants to
taste success the next time it sits down to talk with Pakistan in
Islamabad, it must be more adept at playing the diplomacy game

Agra was a failure in the sense that a piece of

paper was not initialed by India and Pakistan.
But it was not a complete failure. There appears to
have been areas in which the two sides converged
and that convergence should be the basis for negotia-
tions at the next summit - if there is a next summit.
So far, the Indian prime minister is holding to his
promise to go to Pakistan. What lessons should
he take with him when he boards the plane
for Islamabad? *

The first lesson — if it can be called a lesson — is
that the Agra summit and everything associated with
it was not altogether a failure. There is a powerful
view that everything we have ever done with Pakistan
reeks of failure. This is not true. From 1947 to 1963,
India and Pakistan solved virtually every conflict
peacefully, sometimes bilaterally and sometimes
with external help. . :

We nearly solved Kashmir in 1955-56 when
Jawaharlal Nehru got the Pakistani prime minister
to agree to divide the state along the ceasefire line.
Since 1963, there have been other important episodes
of cooperation including Tashkent, Simla, Salal Dam
(1975), confidence building, and Lahore. All these
agreements have had their uses and some have
been consummately successful — especially the
Indus Rivers Treaty, but ,
also Simla, and in some
ways, Lahore.

The second lesson is
that the next time we
will need more prepara-
tion. The Agra summit
was an agenda-setting
one. In effect, the delib-
erations on July 15 and -
16 were about what
the agenda for India-
Pakistan negotiations
should be: Kashmir and
cross-border terrorism
at the top, with every-
thing else to follow.

Critics in India have
said that there should
have been a carefully
worked out agenda for Agra. Perhaps. But we must
recognise that there was a chicken-and-egg problem.
After Kargil, it was important to begin talking, and
to begin by getting down to the nitty-gritty of agendas
might just have put us into a stall right away. Having
an unstructured meeting was worth the risk.
That said, the next time should be different, and
the foreign secretaries’ — and even the foreign
ministers’ — meetings should be about the agenda
for a future summit.

The third lesson from Agra is that while the one-on-
one meetings between the Indian prime minister and -
the Pakistani president are necessary, they were over-
done this time round. At the next summit, closed-door
meetings should be restricted to the bare minimum.
The chemistry between the two leaders was not
particularly good at Agra, and Musharraf’s various
television appearances have done everything to
make them even worse.

One-on-ones need to be prepared for as well. Vajpay-
ee is not always the most rigorously prepared politi-
cian, and India will be better served by delegation-level
meetings. This is not to suggest that the prime minis-
ter can be fooled easily. But in India-Pakistan relations,

THE SUMMIT is over. Long live the summit.

NOW, WHERE WERE WE?: Musharraf and Vajpayee in Delhi

you need the dour technical-minded Rahul Dravids of
negotiations as muth as anything else.

- The fourth lesson Vajpayee and his team should
take along with them is that the media can be both
friend and foe. In a liberal democracy, it is the
media’s job to be critical. - That is how they get politi-
cians to be more mindful of the public will. Vajpay-
ee’s remark that the Indian press should be more
“patriotic” is a sad commentary on a leader who has
been in the business for over 50 years. It is the duty
and obligation of the press to break stories and to
keep the public informed. It is not the job of the press
to play along with the government and anticipate the
wishes of politicians and officials. That way lies
self-censorship.

The lesson for the Vajpayee team is that you get the
media to play your game not by hitting them with
charges of sedition, but rather by leaking informa-
tion to them. The Pakistani side knows this: they use
the media by giving out information, not by with-
holding it. Islamabad overplayed its media cards
in the end, but it’s a long way ahead in understanding
media policy than New Delhi.

Fifth, don’t say things categorically in public that
you cannot sustain. After Kargil, India said it would
not talk to Pakistan until Islamabad stopped helping
the militants. After the Musharraf coup, we said we

i would not deal with dic-
tators. After Agra, the
Indian foreign minister
said that “the slate had
been wiped clean” and
that negotiations with

Pakistan would begin
anew. This is throwing
the baby out with the
bath water.

Moreover, the Pak-
istanis could retort that
if we want to wipe the
slate clean, then why not
go all the way and forget
about Lahore, Simla and
Tashkent? We would
then have to say some-
thing equally inflamma-
tory such as: “And why
not add the Indus treaty?” However short-sighted the
Pakistani stand on past agreements, competitive
brinkmanship over earlier agreements will do us no
good. We have both signed agreements with other
countries, and this kind of behaviour will do our rep-
utations no good. States which don’t keep promises
don’t get promises.

Finally, unilateral gestures have their uses, but
should be used with care. The Pakistan government
fears our unilateral people-to-people gestures in par-
ticular because they may be popular with its public. It -
also fears that they distract attention from the “core
issue”. Nothing piques official Pakistanis more.

Having said that, we have an interest in maintain-
ing links with Pakistani civil society. In the long run,
that is the way in which lies peace and cooperation.
To brandish these populist unilateral measures in the
run up to a summit is not, however, the most apt thing
to do. Just as Musharraf upstaged Vajpayee by his use
of the media and pushed India into a corner, similar-
ly Vajpayee upstaged Musharraf and made him
squirm before the summit by unleashing a series of
unilateral measures on Pakistan.

See you in Islamabad. /

“HNDUSTAN TiMh
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NEW DELHI, AUG.\S. The Panun Kashmir today termed
the massacre of\l7 people at Doda as unfortunate,
and said that th§ Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, should review the policy on Jammu and
Kashmir and firmly assert India’s protest against the
incident with Pakistan. “This incident is unfortu-
nate, but it was expected.

The Lahore diplomacy brought us the Kargil in-
cursion and the Agra summit the Doda killings,” the
Panun Kashmir convenor, Dr. Agnishekhar, said.

Dr. Agnishekhar urged the Prime Minister to call
off the proposed visit to Pakistan, and said that the
Doda massacre was yet another attempt at ethnic
cleansing and Islamisation of the State, and the Gov-
ernment should send a clear message to Islamabad
that cross-border terrorism would be dealt with
sternly. '

“The Government should make its stand clear that
twelve years of violence is enough, and convey to
Pakistan that we won'’t take it any more,” he added.

Dr. Agnishekhar, on an all-India campaign, al-

Panun Kashmir urges PM
vy to call off Pak. visit

leged that adequate security was not provided to
Hindu families in Doda which resuited in the mas-
sacre and said the village defence committees were
not equipped with sophisticated weapons to counter
militants. Demanding immediate rehabilitation of
Hindus in Doda, the convenor said, ““since the num-
ber of Hindus in this region is very small, they are
soft targets for terrorists.

They should be rehabilitated at one place as a
temporary measure for their security. As a perma-
nent solution to this issue there should be a-geo-
political reorganisation of the State and a separate
homeland, under the Indian Constitution,” he add- +
ed. Heridiculed the demand of the Hurriyat Con-
ference to order an independent probe into the
massacre, and said, “‘the perpetrators of violence
should condemn violence instead of asking for an
inquiry. The separatist alliance should stop using
violence as an open means to gain political aspira-
tions. The conglomerate is just a political front for
criminal activities.” — UNI
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