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WO interesting facets
seem to emerge from

Q)

the government’s
decision to react
positively to the USA’s

decision to begin work on
erecting a National Missile
Defence shield, and the
Opposition - notably the
Congress’s — reaction to it.

The Congress has termed the
government’s decision as
“hasty” and “thoroughly pre-
mature and dangerously
immature.” Congress spokes-
man Mr Natwar Singh ha
said: “We want to emphasise
and caution the country that
the acceptance of the package
constitutes a decisive para-
digm shift in nuclear policy
and breaks the international
consensus.”

It seems unlikely that the
government did not take the
Opposition, especially the
Congress, into confidence
before going ahead with such a
crucial decision as the NMD.

Only time will tell whether
the government’s decision is
“hasty”, “premature” and/or
“immature”. However, if such
statements are being issued
even after the government has
taken the Congress into
confidence, then it bares the
opportunistic streak in the Congress.

Note that there has been mno
sustained campaign against the
government’s forthcoming move by
the Congress preceding the govern-
ment’s decision.

Neither were there demands for a
national debate on the issue to apprise
the nation about the details of NMD.

So, the Congress’s statements appear
hollow, especially, because the
standard practice before adopting any
major foreign policy initiative is for
the government to take Opposition
leaders into confidence. For instance,
this was done when India took the
decision to- establish diplomatic
relations with Israel in 1992, as also
when an agreement on maintaining
“peace and tranquillity on the Line of
Actual Control” was signed with
China in September 1993.

1
If details about the US
National Missile Defence
shield were available to the
Indian government for a long
time — details which, as the
government claims, helped it

come out with a quick

response — then why didn’t it
let the nation know, asks

ANINDYA RAI VERMAN.
The government has
allegedly been pushing

through questionable policy
decisions through the GoMs

A

. Defending the government’s decision,
a foreign ministry spokesman said the
positive reaction was a “considered
statement.” “India and the USA have
been talking about the NMD for one
year, not one day”, said a South Block
official.

Ministry of external affairs officials
believe -that President George W
Bush’s plans for an NMD were more
than well known to New Delhi.

Ever since India’s national security
adviser and Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
principal secretary, the controversial
Brajesh Mishra met US Defence
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in Munich
in March, the NMD has been on the
agenda of every high-level meeting
between Indian and Americap
officials, they say.

However, there is another angle to it
— considering the Opposition weak,

US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage who
was in New Delhi on 11 May to discuss the NMD.

the government may have chosen to
ride roughshod over it by not
bothering to take it tnto confidence, in
which case it must be said that the
government has breached standard
procedure.

If details about the NMD were
available to the government for such a
long time - details which, as the
government claims, helped it come out
with a quick response — then why
didn't it let the nation know? .
Perhaps, the government anticipated
that the Opposition might create a
hullabaloo about it and cause some
inconvenience, however minor.

Such thoughts come to mind afer
some allegations levelled recently
against; the - government. The
government has allegedly been
pushing through questionable policy
decisions — and bypassing ministries

and those in the know -
through what has now
popularly come to be known as
the Group of Ministers.
Till date, almost 35 GoMs
have reportedly been created —
a record of sorts. It has been
alleged that, though
technically set up by the
Union Cabinet, on most occa-
sions the GoM functions at the
behest of the Prime Minister’s
Office and not the Cabinet.
Besides, the GoMs do not
have adequate representation
of National Democratic Allian-
ce partners.
If the NDA allies can, thus, be
conveniently bypassed by the
PMO, it is perhaps logical to
believe that the PMO will not
bother much about taking the
Opposition into confidence.
We might sight an instance,
though not directly connected -
to the NMD, but definitely
having to do with the nation’s
defence.
A GoM, led by Union Home
Minister LK Advani and
| having in it Mr Brajesh
Mishra, had earlier this year
decided to create the post of
hief of Defence Staff or the
DS, which is meant to be a
“one-point adviser to the
government” and would head
the nuclear forces and strategic
Intelligence machinery, despite
opposition to the post’s creation by the
Air Force on several grounds.
The Air Force has been maintaining
that the present system of a Chief of
Staff Committee is okay, that the Air

i

Force should be given charge of

nuclear weapons since the other
Services “lacked the delivery
systems”, and that if the CDS was
from one of the Services, he would
“push” his command.

In sum, it seems we have no other
option but to witness the war of words
between the Opposition. and the
government defending its stance,
having already shown the green light.

(The author is on the staff of
Statesman, Kolkata.)




‘I/ do-US ties to counter China’

o\
Washjrigton, May 26 M\

/g(A major geopolitical shift, the
nited States is looking to forge
closer military ties with [ndia as
a counter to China and to help
stabilise the world’s most dan-
gerous nuclear flashpoint, a
senior US defence official said.
Next week, General Henry
Shelton, chairman of the joint
chiefs of staff, will make the
highest level US military visit to
India since the 1998 nuclear tests.
India signalled its readiness
for a closer security relationship
with Washington earlier this

month by res((zm irlg positively
to President George Bush’s US
missile defence initiative. the
official said.

“It reflects kind of a diplomat-
ic revolution, ™ the official told
AFP, speaking on condition of
anonymity yesterday.

Never close, the two countries
had testy relations during the
cold war when non-aligned India
looked to the Soviet Union for
military supplies and Washing-
ton allied with Pakistan to
thwart the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Now, prompted by
US concerns about China and the

belief that sanctions have
allowed nuclear instability to fes-
ter on the subcontinent, the
administration wants to waive
the sanctions and substantively
upgrade its military relations
with India, the official said.

Lifting sanctions would allow
India to receive military aid and
buy US-made weaponry and mil-
itary dquipment.

“People see us and them hav-
ing a common concern in Chi-
nese power in the far East,” he
said. Some in the administration
see India as a strategic partner in
the containment of China, he

said, while others regard it as a
coming power that has interests
in common with Washington.

The official said it would take
at least several months to lift the
sanctions but “there is a disposi-
tion to get beyond sanctions.”

Deputy secretary of State .
Richard Armitage told members .
of Congress several days ago that ..
the State department supporteda
presidential waiver to lift sanc-
tions against India, and US
defense secretary Donald Rums-
feld also supports a waiver, the
official said.

AFP
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India can only benefit from President Bush’s new

- Out of the cold

\)\f\/ %

A

A REFERENCE to the archives is nec-

essary if only to update one’s mem-

ory as to how times are changing
and where they are headed. For it is cer-
tain that most of what has been written
about missile defences is based on mem-
ories rooted in the Cold War.

That period of history is over, but what
is difficult to change is the mental make-
up of those years. One of those born in
that era, George Walker Bush Jr, believes
that the future is not one where the secu-
rity of the United States requires a
“nuclear balance of terror”. Last year’s
archives will reveal that he uttered these
words as the Governor of Texas at the
National Press Club in Washington.

The memory lapse confronting most of
those responsible for setting the ‘strate-
gic agenda’ in the country can be over-
looked, for they live in times that have
‘gone by, And India’s foremost strategic
writer quite rightly declared that Presi-
dent Bush’s May 1 speech on missile
defences “ended the Cold War”.

After all what President Bush said sim-
ply was that the US “can and will change
the size, composition, the character of
our nuclear forces in a way that reflects
the reality that the Cold War is over”. Can
India justifiably be unhappy about this?

The traditional Indian position on
nuclear weapons has been based on the
exclusivity of the ‘club of five’ and the
unwillingness of any to give a commit-
ment on disarmament. For years, India
kept on with its disarmament mangrg,
puliling in lik&*'minded members to these
quasi-socialistic functions and delivering
sermons and action plans which no one
listened to. It made not an iota of differ-
ence to the nuclear powers. China even
took it to mean Indian pusillanimity and
armed Pakistan just enough to keep India
tied down regionally.

Over the years, New Delhi couldn’t
look beyond its immediate neighbour-
hood, eveh when its interests merited a
far wider horizon. From that era of lone-
liniess, to the US wanting to dialogue so as
“to promote common interests in Asia
and beyonddsis-a very long journey trav-
elled. And India has only travelled that
path because it decided to actualise its
nuclear capabilities, while demonstrat-
ing its competence in handling that
responsibility.

There are, of course, many Indians
uncomfortable with entering this new
era. Intellectually cocooned by the stabil-
ity of the known and far more at ease
while pretending celibacy, they prefer the

Help us to help you, pardner

sterility of the established rather than
recreate a new global system. And that
is precisely what is sought out of these
dramatic zero-radiation implosions on

.the nuclear field.

“If the Republicans come in, things
aren’t going back to the old way. We're
going to get into the 21st century whether
they like it or not.” That ‘if” became a

- reality, and the author of this line,

Richard Armitage, was in New Delhi this
month bringing his President’s de-
nuclearisation message to India. The
‘they’ Armitage referred to was the Pen-
tagon’s civilian and military bureaucra-
¢y, as formidable as anywhere else.

The message simply was an apprecia-
tion of India’s position on the missile
defences proposal put forward at Nation-
al Defence University by Presiden# Bush.
India’s position was, ironically enough,
better understood in Moscow and Wash-
ington than it was amongst the native
strategiratti.

“We must seek security based on more
than the grim premise that we can
destroy those who destroy us... Deter-
rence can no longer be based solely on the
threat of nuclear retaliation... This treaty
does not recognise the present or point us
to the future. It enshrines the past... This
is an important opportunity for the world

to rethink the unthinkable and find new
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ways to keep the peace. Today’s world
requires a new policy, a broad strategy of
active non-proliferation, counter-prolifer-
ation and defences,” said President Bush
at the historic speech. .

The broad design given thus far is that
the US could order unilateral deep-cuts in
its nuclear arsenal, de-alert its intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles and sit with the

- like-minded to reconfigure the new glob-

al security concepts. An India long accus-
tomed to isolation on the global nuclear
stage is part of this team of architects
who could remake the world’s security.

There are many who continue to want
to dwell in splendid seclusion. Not for
them the challenges of the new world.
For that indeed is what the whole archi-
tecture of missile defences is about —
remaking a global security arrangement
based on mutual interests rather than the
“threat of nuclear retaliation”.

Until precise figures are disclosed, it is
not possible to determine exactly how
many nuclear weapons will remain after
this exercise is over. From what is known,
of its 7,519 nuclear weapons in 2000, the
Bush team is talking in terms of going
below even the best possible scenario as
debated in 1997 through Start III. The fig-
ures would then read somewhere in the
region between 2,000 and 2,500. And this
is when the Start Il agreements are

misstle defence programme

not yet fully implemented.

That is a fairly dramatic cut in every
sense of the word, and in no way can it
harm Indian interests. And coupled with
de-alerting its missiles, it is difficult to
visualise a greater easing of tensions in
the past few decades. Indians cannot be
displeased with the proposals. To put it
another way, what is being made out is
that the US could be prepared to cut its
nuclear forces to below the number of
targets that it has currently identified
around the world. .

The US nuclear forces are believed to
have around 2,200 targets worldwide.
These are spread out in Russia, China,
and possibly what it frequently refers to
as ‘rogue States’.

This last issue is the pointer toward the
global structure of this emerging securi-
ty architecture. The correct terminology
is in fact ballistic missile defences, rather
than the national missile defences that
had been the Clinton administration’s
vision. The threat to global security is
more from the proliferation of ballistic
missiles with the messianic or the Marx-
ist regimes in Asia. It is a threat that
the 1972 ABM Treaty just could not visu-
alise. And as President Bush said:
“Today’s most urgent threat emanates
from States for whom terror and black-

'mail are a way of life.”

His envoy to India, Armitage, went a
step further to name the rogue States as
Libya, Iraq, Iran, North Korea and other
countries “in your neighbourhood”. He
added: “We have questions about Pak-
istan which are well-known and of which
you are equally aware. ”

The departure from the past is evident
in these words and the conduct of the
US administration since the dramatic
announcement of President Bush. The
new Republican administration is aim-
ing at a new global structure based on
consulting rather than confronting as in
the past. And the consultations are going
on between those who are like-minded
about the threats posed to global security
by those States ungoverned by the rules
of restraint.

States that use nuclear weapons and
ballistic missiles as tools of terror and
blackmail have been earmarked for
technological isolation through the
BMD initiative. To its east and west,
India has neighbours with just such a
proclivity. Having suffered on account of
neglecting its security interests for
decades, India’s initiative is as welcome
as is the new era. ’

r‘:/'/




HE DIPLOMACY of building a

mutually beneficial strategic

bond does not rank equally high

on the agendas of India and the
U.S. at this stage. By invoking the sole
superpower’s ‘prerogative’ of ensuring its
absolute security, the U.S. has now in-
dicated its desire to explore how far it
could count on India as also other
“friends and allies’ for support. But New
Delhi may be misreading the signal by
scrambling to tune to the U.S.” strategic
wavelengths without appeanng to probe
its gameplan.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W.
Bush, is eager to design and deploy a ‘sci-
fi’ defence shield that could protect his
country from possible missile attacks by
new and potential enemies among the ex-
isting ‘rogue’ states as also non-state pur-
veyors of terror. There is nothing sinister
about thissensible adventure. Yet, while
the knowhgw for such a system is far from
proven, Mr. Bush’s intentions are also not
definitive. It is not clear whether he will
accommodate all the “friends and allies”
of the U.S. in a space-age Noah’s Ark. The
challenge before India is whether it will
have to readjust its foreign policy, or in-
deed subordinate that to the U.S.” inter-
ests, to remain within the line of Mr.
Bush’s emerging strategic ‘vision’. There

. is nothing substantive at this juncture to

suggest that he wants India to play a sur-
rogate strategic role. In the short run, the
strategic discourse between the two
countries will be determined by Washing-
ton’s belief that it is not unveiling a policy
of unilateral imposition of its will and by
the Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Ri-
chard Armitage’s ‘“‘consultations” with
New Delhi on its evolving strategic doc-
trine. After initially backing Mr. ,Bush
New Delhi has now placed itself betwéen
two choices: a pro-U.S. tilt and an ambig-
uous wish to jein Russia to try and fash-
ion a multipolar world.

Caring diplomacy was, of course, the
transparent substance of Mr. Bush’s re-
cent friendly gesture towards India. Yet,
the evolving sentiment behind the scenes
will now be determined by the uncertain-
ties of the new global order that Mr.
Bush’s ideas might produce. His recent
unscheduled engagement at the Oval Of-

fice with the Ministdy for External Affairs
and Defence, Mr. Jaywant Singh, is still
the prime ingredient df an emerging folk-
lore about the new fe&l-good diplomacy
on the bilateral scene! So, the strategic
awakening by both sides over new possi-
bilities in their dialogue can be sustained
only by a genuine congruence of interests
and not an artificial coordination of pol-
icies.

Mr. Bush’s diplomacy of the personal
touch towards India has acquired unusu-
al resonance only on account of his con-
cerns regarding China in the context of

S By P.S. Suryanarayana

impulses as today’s sole superpower or
Mr. Bush’s presumptive preference for
straight choices. The temptation will be
strong indeed for New Delhi. to ponder
whether Mr. Bush may have now decided
to explore the scope for a strategic link or
an ideological friendship with India in
this post-Soviet era to test China’s politi-
cal will (if not also, to confound it). An
enchanting diplomatic task will be to
compare and contrast the ostensible val-
ue of today’s India to the U.S, on one
‘side, with America’s old strategic neglect
of New Delhi, on the other side. However,

Given the historical realities, New Delhi must guard
against crafting simplistic assumptions
about Washington’s impulses.

the-recent American spy plane episode. It
was remarkable that he not only found
the time to interact with Mr. Singh be-
yond the scope of his original tour agenda
but also chose to discuss with him an ar-
ray of global issues. China’s ongoing tus-
sle with Washington figured.

It was in the early 1970s that the U.S,,
more precisely the ‘Nix-inger’ team, har-
boured no qualms about antagonising a
democratic India, or at the least slighting
it. Washington was eager then to extend a
strategic handshake to communist Chi-
nese. The deal itself was facilitated by a
China-friendly Pakistan, whose equation
with India was particularly skewed then.
However, on that occasion, the American
perception about the now-defunct Soviet
Union'’s influential relationship with In-
dia was the most powerful factor in
Washington’s reasoning. The old Krem-
lin’s antipathy towards the U.S. was at its
zenith during that period, while China
and the Soviet Union were also distrustful
of each other. Neither New Delhi nor
Washington had, therefore, made a non-
ideological evaluation of the amazing his-
torical trend of a general drift that charac-
terised their equation since India’s
independence.

Given these historical realities, New
Delhi must now guard against, crafting
simplistic assumptions about the U.S.

14

such romanticised notions of a /possible
new American calculation in 2001 de-
serve to be carefully evaluated by New
Delhi. Above all, neither Mr. Bush’s con-
versation with Mr. Singh nor, indeed,
New Delhi’s new romanticised vision of a
strategic tryst with the U.S. has offered a
conclusive preview of India’s future
equation with Washington. #

Until recently, two ideas relevant to the
Beijing-New Delhi connection have dom-
inated the perspectives of the Asia-Pacific
strategic community, especially so in the
context of Samuel Huntington's thesis of
China leading an East Asian civilisational
resurgence in a way that could rake up
the cross-currents of global politics. One
image was that China might be a princi-
pal threat for India but the reverse was
not necessarily true. This had much to do
with a general perception of New Delhi’s
strength and strategic goals and not Chi-
na'’s purported faith in Sun Tzu’s classical
prescription of attaining foreign policy
goals without actually having to use mil-
itary force. The other notion, expounded
by J.N. Mak and others, was that Beijing
saw the previous U.S. President, Mr. Bill
Clinton'’s policy of engagement with Chi-
na, not endorsed by Mr. Bush at present
as “neo- containment in disguise”’.

For Mr. Bush, the question now is
whether China needs to be contained

A new mood ‘11; the U.S.-India dialo ie

more explicitlyina Cc ~ War Il mode and
whether India can an: should be expect-
ed to play a U.S.-frier dly role in this sit-
uation. The realities are much more
complicated for India, which openly or
discreetly makes common cause with
China on notions of safeguarding sover-
eign rights over human rights issues. The
strategic dimension of the U.S.-India dia-
logue can encompass a number of other
issues, too, such as the fight against in-
ternational terrorism. However, the bilat-
eral mood is largely shaped by a sense of
new economic opportunities and a
shared ideological vision.

Instructive will be a look at a truly un-
usual comment which the former U.S.
Ambassador to India, Mr. Richard Celes-
te, has made. As a diplomat who helped
Mr. Clinton take the U.S.-India relation-
ship from a phase of estrangement to one
of active engagement, Mr. Celeste said
the U.S. had in recent times become the
recipient of “development assistance”
from India in the form of “‘brain power”.
This, he noted, could be seen positively
against the original context of the “devel-
opment assistance’’ to India from the U.S.
in the form of the PL 480 funds. Closely
linked to these perceptions is the U.S.
notion, in particular, of India as a liber-
alising economy and a huge marketplace
for goods and ideas.

A prime American argument today is
founded on an economic rationale for the
U.S.-India nexus. The underlying idea is
that the two should look beyond the sanc-
tions which the U.S. is now reviewing af-
ter having imposed them on India
following its nuclear arms testing in 1998.
Another implied objective is to traverse
beyond the strategic domain, which al-
ready extends to the idea of bilateral mil-
itary cooperation with at Jeast &
minimalist parameter as first outlined by
Gen. Kicklighter a few years ago. These
aspects, advocated by the Indian-Amer-
ican community and other U.S. interest
groups, are reinforced by a growing wave
of pro-India sentiments on the Capitol.

~The Congressional leaders increasingly

tend to see an ideological affinity with the
recognisably demogratic India. Yet, the
i .S.-India ties has only




OST US, experts, di-
vided as dey are on
the missile defence is-
sue, were expecting

that China, Russia and India (in that.

order) would be the primary oppo-

nents of the US missile defence pol- .

icy. In reality, India has been at the
forefront in welcoming US Presi-
dent Bush’s decision to proceed
- with its National Missile Defence
(NMD) programme while most al-
lies have been circumspect.

Missilé defences have been part
of US strategic thinking for over
four decades now, starting with the
Sentinel/Safeguard system of the
1960s, the Strategic Defence Initia-
tive of the 1980s, the Global Protec-
tion Against Limited Strikes/ Gl-
obal Protection System of the early
1990s and the National Missile De-
fence/Theatre Missile Defence of
the late 1990s, Missile defence is far
more a political than a strategic is-
sue, even after it is fully proven and
deployed. We need to remain con-

scious of this fact and the implica- -

tions of increasing polarisation be-
tweenthe US, on the one hand, and
hina and Russia, on the other, as a

consequence of ballistic missile’

defences. v -

There are at least three clear,
though interlinked, elements in
President Bush’s policy statement
on the NMD. First, he has an-
nounced his intention to imple-
ment unilateral deep reductions in
nuclear weapons (from the existing
8,500 plus to possibly 1,500). This is
not situated in the nuclear disarma-
ment context but is nonetheless
something to be welcomed. Inter-
estingly, President Bush has used
the terminology of maintaining
“credible deterrent at the lowest-
possible number”, a concept that is
similar to the Indian doctrine of a
credible minimum deterrent which
used to offend and confuse many
Americans. '

_ Secondly, the declaration of new
concepts of nuclear “deterrence
that rely on both offensive and de-
fensive forces” has fie reaching con-
sequences doctrinally, strategically
and politically. Conventional mili-

. world of conventio-

tary power is based on deterrence.

that combines defensive and offen-
sive forces. Historically, defensive

" and offensive capabilities have vied

with each other for superiority and
the mutual equation has fluctuated
through history with either defence
or offence gaining the upper hand.
An assumption of ‘a favourable
asymmetry has often been at the
root of war initiation and aggres-
sion, as much s unfayourable asym-

- metry has been a factor in pre-emp- -

tive wars. But-in the .

nal forces any asym-
metry in offensive-
defensive equation
could at worst lead to
victory or defeat.
Nuclear deterre-
nce has so far relied
only on offensive ac-
tion that exploits the
universal vulnerabil-

JASHT SINGH

and technological “inevitability” in

_ stepping away from the docfrine of

nuclear deterrence based on offen-
sive capability to a defensive transi-
tion. It is important to remember
that our own thinking of no first use
relies totally on the promise of an
assured retaliation leading to “unac-
ceptable” punishment. There is no
defensive force component here al-
though it is baseg on defensive phi-
losophy, is less aggressive than the
strategy of many nuclear weapons-
‘ states, and will main-
tain a recessed pos-.

ture of de-alerted
forces. L
Thirdly, President

Bush has$' declared
that the new policy
would rest on a “br-
oad strategy of active
non-proliferation, co- .
unter proMferation
and defences”. India

A US missile shield or assistance to build our
own has grave implications.'Those who
propagate our own independent missile

defences should remember the costs involved

ity because there is na credible de-
fence against missiles carrying nu-
clear weapons. Missile defences
seek to change that. But a mismatch
in offensive-defensive capabilities
could encourage pre-emption, mis-
calculatiow and escalatjon. China, as
the weaker power, may be tempted
to use force for re-unification be-
fore missile defences start becoming
operational and neutralise its small
nuclear arsenal. Any trial of offen-
sive-defensive equation would lead
to a holocaust rather than mere vic-
tory/defeat as in the case of conven-

- tional forces.

At the minimum, an offence-
cum-defence based nuclear deter-
rence would be detrimental to
strategic as well as crisis stability ex-

- cept where perfect balance of capa-

bilities between adversaries exists.

To that extent, it is difficult to agree .

with the view that there is a strategic

has been a target of US non-prolif-
eration policies for decades. Puni-
tive sanctions are in place in a wide

- area affecting not only legitimatk de-

fence needs but also technology for
peaceful uses. The new assertion on
active non-proliferation and counter
proliferation, therefore, must be
taken into account in formulating

- our policies. .

At the same time, there are nu
merous indications that US sange-
tions might be lifted in due course.
India’s continued support to US on
missile defence could be justifiable if
the US were to start treating India as
a normal country, rather than a
country of concern, just because we
pursue policies similar to those that
the US considers important for it-
self. This would require not only lift-
ing the sanctions but a partnership in
India’s techno-economic and hu- .
man development. For example we

India and the US are on a winding road

“w" ¢ An elusive defence

will require to build nuclear power -
substantively in the coming years
and access to technology today
starids denied even for peaceful de-

velopmental purposes. This would
" need to be rectified at an early date.

The announcement that the US
would consult its friends arid allies in
the evolution of its missile defence
policies has been followed up with
US Deputy, Secretary of State
Richard Armitage’s visit. Taken in
the context of the other trends and
developments we obviously  have
reached an important turning po'i‘?t

*inIndo-USrelations. .

‘But it is a turning point on a wi-
nding mountain road! On the other
hand, China sees itself as the pri-
mary target of US missile defence
programme and would be.eyen
more disturbed by Indian welgétipe
of US policy. President Bush fias
signalled moving away from the re-
strictions of the 1972 ABM Treaty.
China has repeatedly warned

_against ‘any change or withdrawal

from the US:-Soviet 1972 ABM
Treaty. Chinese commitments to
arms control agreements have been
few and fragile. Its disengagement

- from those would have further neg-

ative impact on global and regional
security. China is expected to mod-
ernise and expand its nuclear arse-
nal with greater justification aid
vigour now that the US is going
ahead with missile defences. It is
working on its own missile defence
programme which would have far-
reaching consequences for our nu-
clear security and strategy. |
A US missile shield or US assis-
tance to build our own has serious
implications. Those who.propagate
our own independent rissile de-
fences would do well to remember

.the political, technological and fi-

nancial costs involved. Pursuit- of
global missile disarmament (start-
ing with the elimination of interme-
diate range ballistic missiles) as a
security imperative is a far better al-
ternative than searching for a costly
elusive defence.

The writer is director, Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses
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Securlty, economy future of Indo-US ties

By AsHisH KuMAR SEN

San Francisco, May 19: Future
Indo-US relations will envelope
issues ranging from non-prolifera-
tion, counter-terrorism efforts and
security concerns, to economic
cooperation and the problem
AIDS. g%\
But the degree to which both
sides actually cooperate on these
issues will depend largely on what
extent “India baiters™ in Washing-
ton and “US haters” in New Delhi
can be constrained.

It depends upon the ability of
powerful elected authorities to be
able to change the mindset both in
Washington and New Delhi,
rather than rehashing who did
what to whom during the Cold -
War, said Prof. Sumit Ganguly, a
professor of Asian studies and
government at.the University of
Texas, Austin. “As long as the
shadow of the past hangs over this
relationship, progress is bound to
be hampered,” he added.

A Capitol Hill analyst, who
closely follows the Indian subcon-
tinent, pointed out that “most
analysis, especially in the elite
media of India, tends to obsessive-
ly focus on what Washington must
or must not do towards India”’
when dealing with Indo-US rela-
tions.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, he added: “The

v

" e

reverse question, i.e. what must
India be doing or not doing, is sel-
dom intelligently discussed... And
even when raised, it is mvanably
discussed in accusatory tones of
‘India selling out’ to W

ton

lous... that if New Delhi does
anything positive towards the PS
it's a sellout and it must be onl
Washington, which should be i
the give, give, give mode,” the
analyst said, adding: “The future
contours of Indo-US relations
hinge as much on New Delhi as
on Washington. India must

approach this whole issue with
confidence, dignity and a streak of
bold vision and vigor.”

“We in the United States,
Republicans and Democrats alike,
will respond wholeheartedly and
in a surprisingly warm manner,”
he said.

Besides brushing away Cold
War cobwebs, South Asia ana-
lysts, policy experts and acade-
mics who have focused their
careers on studying the Indian
subcontinent say India also has a
lot of work to do before it can
become a useful partner of the
United States of America.

Prof. Rafiq Dossani, a consulting

out’ g?ing—v
“This is childish, if not & (

professor and senior research
scholar at the Asia-Pacific
Research Centre at Stanford Uni-
versity, said for now, India as a
country.didn't represent anything
of'a large enough value for the
Us. - '

“The question is what does India
want out of this relationship? In
the event of any face off on our
borders we don't want the US to
take the other person's side. But
that returns the question to an
India vs. China one, on which
India is on weaker ground. Rela-
tively speaking India is an eco-
nomic minnow compared to
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China,” explamed Prof. Dossani,
who is also the executive director
of the Stanford University South
Asia Initiative.

There were others who agreed
with Prof. Dossani's perception.

Prof. Francine R. Frarnkel, direc-
tor of the Centre for the Advanced
Study of India, University of
Pennsylvania, went so far as to
describe the atmosphere in India
as being “rather inhospitable” to
foreign investment.

“When you look at what is actu-
ally happening there don't seem to
be very tangible gains from the
good atmosphere that has been
created. Specific issues will have

—

ng

to be resolved " Prof. Frankel said.
For now, analysts predict the rela-

tionship has the potential to devel- .

op on two planes — strategic and
economic.

Prof. Ashutosh Varshney, asso-
ciate professor of government at
the University of Notre Dame,
Indiana, suggested that the strate-
gic relationship would develop
faster. This, he reasoned, was
because in spite of 10 years of
reform, for American businesses
India still remains a place riddled
with extensive government regula-
tion. “India is an incomprehensi-
ble place for Americans to do

business.”

On the strategic plane, Prof.
Ashley Tellis, a senior policy ana-
lyst at the Virginia-based Rand
Corporation said a “greater sensi-
ti vity of each other's strategic con-
cerns” was essential.

On the economic front, he sug-
gested “greater economic inter-
course” brought about in part by a

- steady withdrawal of sanctions,

and “strategic coordination” on
matters of high pelitics.

There are, however, already
plenty of initiatives in place
betweenboth countries that need
to be buiit on further.

The counter-terrorism-task force

in particular needs to be strength-
ened.

Dr Marshall Bouton, executive
vice-president of the Asia Society,
said the US had concerns about
nuclear instability in the Indian
subcontinent and would be look-
ing for ways in which to learn
more from India about its nuclear
doctrine.

He said the challenge that both
nations faced was “finding the
right context for and terms on
which that discussion could be
held so that there is information
and understanding passing
between the two governments
without India feeling its sovereign
position is being impinged.”

It was on the economic front on
which analysts said greater coop-
eration was required.

Full of praise for the recent Indi-
an Budget, Dr Michae! Clark,
executive director of the US-India
Business Council said while at
times projects may not go for-
ward, “there has been a shift in
emphasis that there may be a
much deeper commercial relation-
ship between the US and India as
a growing number of companies
come to rely on services provided
by the Indian companies.”

“We need a lot more work on
some challenges both govern-
ments are struggling with,” Dr
Clark said.

B Concluded
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WASHINGTON, MAY 17. Foreign Office co?li\?ta—
tions between India and the United States got
under way at the State Department this morn-
ing with the Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila
lyer, meeting the Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, Mr. Marc Grossman. The Indi-
an delegation includes Mr. Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary for the Americas and Mr. Vivek
Katju, who overseas Iran, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

Officials are expected to go through the en-
tire gamut of bilateral relations with the dis-

ussions a part of the overall dialogue
architecture. The Bush administration has
made it known that it is for furthering what
has been established with India during the
Clinton administration; and Washington has
been pursuing the Indian aspect of its foreign
policy quite seriously.

The U.S. President, Mr. George W Bush, met
the Indian External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, recently with the discussions go-
ing beyond introductory remarks and
exchange of pleasantries. Last week, the Bush
administration sent a special envoy, Mr. Ri-
chard Armitage, the Deputy Secretary of State

THE HINDU
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Chokila Iyer holds talks with U.S. official’ ¢

to New Delhi to explain and consult with Indi-
an officials and leaders the President’s Nation-
al Missile Defence System (NMD) and related
issues. And New Delhi’s welcoming the NMD
and reductions in nuclear arsenals has gone
over well in official circles here.

Today and tomorrow Ms. lyer is scheduled
to meet a few Republican and Democratic law
makers. ‘

Ms. Iyer is having talks at the State Depart-
ment on the day the nominee for the next
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, Ms.
Christina Rocca, appears before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. :
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By AsHisH KUMAR SEN  pciY -

San Francisco, May 16: While
stepped up interaction between
New Delhi and Washington, most
recenty witnessed in US deputy
secretary ‘of state  Richard
Armitage’s visit to India and for-
eign secretary Chokila Iyer’s
arrival in the US on Wednesday,
has created the feeling of a “new
spring” in bilateral ties, experts
and analysts point out that real
content cannot be added to the
relationship uniess the severe
restraints placed by the sanctions

regime — both economic as well
as dual use technology — are
removed.

Though New Delhi’s stand on the
fate of the remaining US sanctions
has been ane of public indiffer-
ence, South Asia policy experts
say this -“sanctimonious coyness”
does. not wash well with India’s
friends in Washington. While it
may appear that the bilateral rela-
tionship is hunky dory at the exec-
utive level, in reality, this is not the
case.

Director of the Centre for the

.Advanced. Study of India at the

University of Pennsylvania, Prof.
Francine R. Frankel pointed out
that the political side of the rela-
tionship is constrained by ‘“the
inability of beth countries to spell
out what they mean by a ‘natural
alliance’.” :

“If you can’t resolve the basic

the nuclear
issue, if you can’t resplve the prob-
lem of technology \enial, there
will be a natural limi} to what can
be achieved through dooperation,”
she said.

Admitting India has an interest in
trying to persuade Washington to
lift ~ sanctions,” Dr  George
Perkovich, director of the Secure

.World Programme at the W. Alton

Jones Foundation in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, suggested
New Delhi may be “calculating

kind words” about US missile
defence plans in the hope that these
would “help persuade” Washing-
ton to make concessions to India.

Meanwhile, academics like Prof.
Sumit Ganguly described Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
decision to endorse Mr Bush’s
security plan as “a very pragmatic
decision.”

“In the immediate term, there is
no direct affect on India. It does
not materially affect India’s inter-
ests. However, if the Chinese react
adversely then it would be a cause
of some concern, but by then New
Delhi wouid have probably devel-
oped relations with Beijing,” Prof.
Ganguly, a professot of Asian,
studies and government at the Uni-
versity of  Texas, Austin,
explained. )

In interviews to The Asian Age,
policy analysts~and academics

7
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South Asia had not been spelt out
as yet and in spite of frequent ref-
erences to India in the President
and senior administration officials’
remarks, these were nothing more
than “tantalising glimpses” of a
possible policy.

Behind this mirage of bonhomie
the. reality remains the stark fact
that the India Caucus has, over the
recent past, suffered two humiliat-
ing defeats on Capitol Hill — one
at -the budget resolution level
where Congressman Jim McDer-
mott’s legislation on quake aid for
Gujarat- was clobbered, and the
other at the state department autho-
risation level, where a similar aid
proposal from New Jersey Democ-

Gujarat “Our embassy friends and
their  lobbyists apparently forgot
that this is a Republican town these
days,” a congressional source said,
adding: “It’s really pathetic to see
our friends complain after the
defeats... Why didn’t they work
with the right folks in the first
place?”

Saying Indo-US relations were
slowly -unfolding, Prof. Francine
R. Franke! added that it was uncer-
tain how far this present warmth
wotuld carry the relationship. On
the economic front, she suggested,
a lot would depend on how the
Indian government fares in its
attempts to create a favourable
atmosphere for foreign investment.
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rat Bob Menendez was also reject-
ed. Pointing out that the image of
invincibility of the caucus had suf-
fered a decisive setback since these
consecutive defeats, sources said
the blame for this lay with Indian
officials who on one hand refuse to
publicly ask Washington for quake
ald, and on the other, work through
the offices of Congressmen to push
for the very same aid.

“The duplicity and hypocnsy of
the Indian bureaucracy is so trans-
parent,” said one diplomatic source
frustrated with New Delhi’s stub-
bornness not to ask for financial
assistance from Washington to
help in its efforts to rebuild

“The Enron situation is being
watched very closely and can send
a very strong negative sxgnal to
potential US investors,”  Prof.
Frankel warned, adding that the
best that could be done under the
present situation was for the US to
encourage the World Bank to
resume full scale support for Indi-
an infrastructure projects. “But,
India will need substantial
amounts of foreign investment to
meet its second stage of economic
reform,” she said.

Agreeing with Prof. Frankel that
it wasn’t clear where all this bilat-
eral warmth was headed, Mr
Michael Clark, executive director

of the Washington-based US India
Business Council, said potentially
it could signal “quite a bit of coop-
eration on everything from
rebuilding the global consensus on

" nuclear weapons containment and

stability, to relaunching another
round of WTO.”

Pointing out the .possibility of an
Indo-US combine emerging over
the next few years, Mr Clark said,
“I think what we are seeing today
in terms of consulitations is just the
tip of the iceberg. I think the US
and India fall into the friends rather
than the allies category and proba-
bly will remain such for some
time.” Much of the onus for devel-
oping these bilateral ties falls on
Prime Minister Vajpayee and will
depend on the extent to which his
administration succeeds in putting
in place policies that would facili-
tate foreign investment and sus-
tained foreign interest.

Prof. Robert Scalapino, Robson-

research professor of government
emeritus who is widely acknowl-
edged as the “dean of Asian stud-
ies” in the US, said if “Indian
nationalism” was kept within rea-
sonable bounds, and Hindu pro-
clivities were balanced so that oth-
ers were given reasonable free-
dom, India’s image in the US
would greatly improve.

“India’s rightss record is not a
major matter of concern,” Prof.
Scalapino said, but added in the
same breath, “The important thing

le to define ‘natural alliance’ terms

for India is to keep this rights
record reasonably good, and it*has
been.” .

Saying the recent activity that has
marked Indo-US ties had a mean-
ing that goes far beyond normal
relations, Prof. Scalapino
explained, ‘“Washington = has
become cognisant of the fact that
India has a much more open atti-
tude towards economic' inter-
course. It realises that India has
been able to preserve democracy
and is also en route to becoming a
more powerful nation in both
strategic and economic terms.”

Director of Asia-Pacific Energy
at Cambridge Energy Research
Associates, a leading strategic |
advisory firm, and research profes-
sor of Southeast Asian Studies at
Georgetown  University, Prof.
James Clad said as the Bush
administration’s polices take on
sharper coherence, the Indo-US
relationship stood at a. “net-neu-
tral” position — “poised either to
develop and deepen further or
lapse into secondary importance.”

“Which way it goes rests largely
on American decisions,” ventured
Prof. Clad, adding, “India under
Mr Vajpayee has largely decided
what it wants from the United
States. It is now for us to decide
what we want from India.”
B TomorrOwW: Anti-US
bureaucracy, Cold War
state department e held bacl
relations




'f/ A show of mutual warmth does not mean Indig' and':the US are natural allies

Tread softly round the NMD

ecember 1998. The

Bharatiya Janata Party

headquarters on New

Delhi’s Ashoka Road was

still reeling from the results
of assembly elections in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi in the pre-
vious month, which saw the dominant
party in the ruling coalition at the Cen-
tre lose power in its two strongholds and
the Congress regain yet another five
year-term in power in Bhopal. Gone was
the euphoria of the nuclear tests six
months earlier and the tenuous alliance
which was ruling from Raisina Hill was
threatening to come apart. The Con-
gress under Sonia Gandhi, it seemed,
was only steps away from regaining
power after just two and half yearsinthe
opposition.

George Fernandes, the defence min-
ister, approached the BJP’s leadership in
the government and proposed that India
should call off the secuii*ity and non-pro-
liferation talks with the United States,
which had been set in motlon after the
Pokhran tests. b

It was vintage Fernandes, the veter-
an of many radical socialist battles in
Mumbai in the Seventies, who still knew
the potential of anti~Americanism inthe
third world in a streetwise struggle for
political power. The BJP leaders whom
Fernandes talked to conceded that a ges-
ture of grand defiance against Washing-
ton could be translated into a political
asset at a time when the ruling alliance
which it led needed every straw to clutch
at to prevent being swept away from
power. Nepal, Bangladesh and Islamic
fundamentalists at home had not yet re-
duced the BJP to a ghost of its former
self.

But after considerable soul-search-

ing, the dominant ruling party decided
to put national interests above political
expediency. The talks between Jaswant
Singh, whé had just become external af-
fairs minister, and Strobe Talbott, then
deputy secretary of state in the Clinton

administration, would go on notwith-

standing any political mileage which
may accrue for the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
government by acceptlng the Fernandes
proposal.

In retrospect, it was one of the wisest
and most statesman-like decisions on ex-
ternal affairs taken by any government
in New Delhi since independence. The 10
rounds of Singh-Talbott talks laid the
foundations of a vision in Indo-US rela-
tions which Vajpayee and the then
Amerigan president, Bill Clinton, artic-
ulated in New Delhi last year, a vision to
which President George Bush is com-
mitted, never mind the Bush family’s de-
sire to break with virtually everything
Clinton did in the last eight'years.

wo and half years after making
I that decision, the VaJpayee gov-

ernment once again stands at a

crossroads in its dealings with Washing-

ton after the telephone conversation of
the US national security adviser, Con-
doleezza Rice, with Singh on May 1.
Common sense dictates that there is
much in the Bush defence plan, unveiled
in the president’s speech in Washington
on May 1, that suits India. By initiatinga
policy which will unravel arms control
treaties negotiated between the US and
the former Soviet Union, the new Repub-
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lican president is laying the ground
for the elimination of a non-prolifera-
tion regime, which India has been op-
posed to because it discriminates be-
tween the monopoly of five nuclear pow-
ers and the majority of nuclear have-
nots.

Second, few other countries have
been direct victims of the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction in its
neighbourhood as India because of the
clandestine acquisition of nuclear and
missile technology by Pakistan. China’s
violation of global arms control and

non-proliferation norms have made a
mockery of these very arrangements.
These have been holy cows for succes-
sive administrations in Washington, but
Bush now formally wants to jettison
them.

But common sense and logic are not
necessarily what determine foreign poli-
cy. The obverse of this logic is a moral
question confronting South Block. The
essence of what Bush proposed on May 1
as a road map for America’s future de-
fence goes against the grain of what
India has stood for in terms of disarma-
ment since the days of Jawaharlal

. Nehru.

It would be wishful thinking on New
Delhi’s part to suggest that cuts in the
US’s nuclear forces announced by the
president are steps towards the total
elimination of nuclear weapons, a
dream cherished by Indian leaders ever
since independence. On the contrary,
Bush has said time and again that nu-
clear weapons will continue to have a
key role in maintaining the security of
not only the US but also its allies in what
it calls the “free world”.

So far, India is the only country in the
whole wide world to have shown even a

¢

semblance of enthusiasm for anlything
that Bush said on May 1. American com-
mentators have stopped short of calling
Tony Blair “et tu Brute” for his failure to
endorse the Bush missile plan in toto the
way British governments have always
commended anything that comes out of
the White House.

South Korea — yes, South Korea —

doggedly refused to say that it had.

shown any understanding of what Bush
was up to even after the White House
agreed to eat its own words on North
Korea, signifying a paradigm shift in at-

‘ Armitage alone,
among all of Bush’s
envoys who travelled
round the world last
week, received a
warm welcome ,
ﬁ. ,
titude which has called the Bush-admin-

istration’s commitment to stated poli- .
cies into question. Yet, it would be incor-
rect to suggest — as the media and oppo--

sition parties have done —thatIndja has
welcomed the Bush plans for National
Missile Defence. To be fair to the Vajpay-

-ee government, it has not said a word in

support of NMD, not now, not at any
time since the new “Star Wars” project
has been under discussion.

What it has done is to balance India’s
national interest against anything the
Americans may do in terms of its de-
fence policies in the new millennium. It
is acliché to say that such seemingly dif-
ficult diplomatic exercises are easier
said that done. But in the case of the Vaj-

'

. agosy private dinners between Singh and

payee government’s interface with
Washington on NMD, it is the other way
round: it is easier done than said.

ecause, quite frankly, it really

does not matter in Washington

what India thinks about NMD in
the long run. In any case, New Delhi is in
no position to do anything at all about
NMD should it decide to come out openly
against the weaponization of space by
Bush. So the bonhomie which the
deputy secretary of state, Richard Ar-
mitage, and the Indian leadership dis-
played in Hyderabad House last week
suited each other. Armitage alone,
among the Bush envoys who travelled
around the world last week, received a
warm welcome. India, on the other
hand, acquired valuable IOUs by seem-
ing to support NMD without actually
giving away anything.

For the Vajpayee government, the
next stage of this balancing act is going
to be more difficult. Should the Bush
White House recklessly pursue the 21st
century version of Star Wars, it will
have to face considerable opposition not
only from Russia and China, but also
from its own allies in Burope and Asia.

India cannot support such an Ameri-
can policy without alienating some of its
friends in Europe who have stood by the
Vajpayee government during the trying
months which followed Pokhran IT and
lasted through the Kargil invasion.

Much was made of the fact that Ar-
mitage was in New Delhi on the anniver-
saryof the Pokhran tests in 1998. Few In-
dians remember now that the only for-
eign delegation which was in the capital
on the day of the Pokhran tests was a
French team led by the head of that
country’s foreign office. While several
Western countries recalled their ambas-

“sadors in India for “consultations” after
the nuclear tests, the French delegation
stayed on and talked to their counter-
parts. And in the months that followed, it
was the French-and Russians — both nu-
cléar powers and permanent members
of the United Nations security council
~——who helped break the P-5 unity in the

UN infavour of India.

Had France and Russia not created
discord among the P-5 and threatened
the very legitimacy of their nuclear
hegemony in 1998, the course of the
Singh-Talbott dialogue may have been
altogether different. Talbott came for the
first meeting with Singh with a demand
that India should stop, roll back and

_eliminate its nuclear programme. The

Talbott came many;, many meetings later

“and were a concession to the faif accom-

pli of India’s nuclear status, a factor rec-

- ognized by many countries well before
the Americans.

here is a strong case in this experi-
I ence not to blindly support any-
thmg that the US does. This expe-
rience is a reminder that the Americans
are anything but India’s “natural allies”,
Vajpayee-Clinton niceties of year 2000
notwithstanding. So far India has man-
aged to deal with the Bush administra-
tion deftly. But it is a diplomatic game
which calls for extreme caution and
deep deliberation: the opportunity co
of one mistake can be debilitati
India’s external affairs.




WASHINGTON, MAY 15. The Secretary
of State, Gen. Colin Powell, has
said the progress in the last sever-
al years in the relations between
the United States and India has
given a new opportunity to en-
courage India and Pakistan “to
find a peaceful and just solution
to the problem of Kashmir”.

Gen. Powell was before the Sub
Committee of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee on the Fiscal
2002 Foreign Operations Budget
when he was asked by Democrat-
ic Senator Tim Johnson of South
Dakota of the role the United
States could play to resolve the
continuing conflicts between In-
dia and Pakistan, especially with
regard to Kashmir and what more
could be done.

“1 think there is a role we can
play. And [ think the progress that
we have seen over the last several
years in relations between the
United States and India, especial-
ly, give us a new entree, a new
opportunity to encourage the
sides to find a peaceful and just
solution to the problem of Kash-
mir”’, Gen. Powell responded.

“But as you know Senator, it's a

- very difficult issue. We plan to

build on the relationship. The In-

N
~"U.S. sees role in
solving Kashm|

By Sridhar Krishnaswami “9’ ian Foreign

r row
¢
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i§ter has been to
see me and I Have assured him
that we will bulld on what was
achieved in the fjrevious adminis-
tration, looking fprward to visiting
India at some point and looking
forward to exchanges at all levels
— economic, trade and other lev-
els”’, Gen. Powell noted.

The Secretary of State argued
that for the most of his military
career, especially in his senior
years as the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, India was just ‘over
there’,'sort of’ connected with the
then Soviet Union and that the
United States did not pay a lot of
attention to India and that then
the focus was really on Pakistan.

“Well, now our focus is on both
of them and [ think we can be
helpful to both of them. And we
really have to make sure that this
nuclear genie doesn’t get any fur-
ther out of the bottle than it al-
ready is out of the bottle. And on a
regular basis we consult them, we
make sure they understand the
seriousness with which we view
the potential for something get-
ting out of control in the region.
And 1 think we do have a helpful

role to play, because of the new
relationship we hgfe with India”,
he said.

|
|



ichard Armitage, a special envoy of the U.S.
ident, in an unnecessarily gratuitous man-
ngr indicative of New Delhi’s crass and impetu-
s move to craft an ill-defined strategic shift in
its ties with Washington. Coinciding with the
ew U.S.-India consultations in New Delhi last
eek, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, publicly welcomed the relatively less con-
troversial aspects of Washington's latest
initiative about a new missile defence system. In
the process, Mr. Vajpayee desperately sought to
contain the damage caused by the External Af-
fairs Ministry’s unthinking ebullience in hailing
and endorsing the new American strategic ‘vi-
sion’. If the only merit of that earlier statement
was its implied calculus, a reaffirmation by Mr.
Vajpayee about the security imperative of a cred-
ible minimum nuclear deterrent was a belated
signal now regarding India’s inevitable strategic
priorities in the changing global context. The ex-
traordinary nature of Mr. Armitage's diplomatic
brief encouraged his Indian interlocutors to raise
the discussions to a new pitch over a wider ga-
mut of bilateral ties as well. Of particular sa-
lience is the top American official’s studied move
to herald the present moment as a beginning
towards a ‘“‘new relationship”. However, a bilat-
eral initiative to map the contours of such a
bond runs the risk of collapsing in its ‘boost
phase’ itself if the Vajpayee administration can-
not change course decisively and hold out cred-
ible assurances of safeguarding India’s strategic
independence.

The real significance of Mr. Armitage’s mis-
sion can of course be traced entirely to the con-
scious effort by the U.S. President, Mr. George
Bush, to create a new environment of interna-
tional strategic consensus. Mr. Bush’s transpar-
ent gameplan is to persuade the “friends and
allies” of the U.S. to acquiesce in his unilateral
decision to build a missile defence shield. The

system, whose tech ical parameters will be
upgraded, is meant to insulate the U.S. from
weapons of mass destriiction, including chem-
ical and biological armaments, which might be
hurled at it by those not\willing to reckon with
the logic and power of Amherica’s gigantic nucle-
ar deterrence. While there is no doubt that the
U.S. has identified India as a “friend” for this
purpose, the question of an equal sense of secu-
rity for America’s “friends and allies” and others
remains unanswered still. New Delhi does
appear to have posed this question in a
starkness.

The Vajpayee administration shefild curb its
cavalier tendency of this kind to make a false
start and later seek to correct it if forced to do so
by public opinion. New Delhi’s new and implied
call for balancing the interests of the U.S. with
those of the others is also a sequel to the diplo-
matic intervention by Russia, which remains un-
convinced by Mr. Bush’s current charm
offensive. For India, regional stability is closely
linked to the possible responses of China to Mr.
Bush'’s plans and Beijing’s assessment of Pakis-
tan's existential dilemmas. Pakistan has now
made common cause with China in opposing
Mr. Bush. Mr. Armitage has certainly packaged
Mr. Bush’s immediate plans as a limited missile
defence scheme to meet the dangers posed by
those outside the pale of international law as
seen from Washington. Yet, there is nothing de-
finitive that the U.S. will characterise Pakistan as
a ‘rogue state’ and view India’s strategic com-
pulsions in that light. New Delhi should in any
case eschew unworkable zero-sum calculations
of a cold war-style sub-text in South Asia in this
post-Cold War period. More importantly, New
Delhi will do well to mull over the global and
regional consequences of a U.S. missile defence
system — in particular, China acquigitig “‘asym-
metric warfare”’ capabilities.
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. DIA was taken aback
._«hen the new White House
g classified it as a “rogue
nuclear state”, soon after
the US administration changed
hands. Despite Pokhran II, we
had enjoyed diplomatic sinecure
on the contentious nuclear is-
sye, thanks to the previous
administration.
Hence, US Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld’s pillorying of
India did come as an unplea-
gant surprise. Fortunately for
us, a “fight of fancy” — literally
— changed it all. The US Navy’s
spy plane incident with China
brought the George W Bush set-
up’s gratuitous epithets aimed
at Asian nations to a sudden
freeze when Washington found
that Beijing was not going to
take any nonsense from them.
Coincidentally, India’s foreign
minister Jaswant Singh was-on
:  aformal visit to the USA during
the spy .plane contretemps.
Washington found Mr Singh’s
presence at this juncture fortui-
tous. Having been stung by
China, the USA realised that
Mr Singh presented a golden
opportunity for expanding on
the perception that India could

make a good counterweight to §

China if handled properly.

India had to be wooed accord-
ingly. Washington, therefore,
laid it on thick by providing Mr
Singh with an honour guard
and by arranging an unschedu-
led meeting with President
Bush. Announcements of Offi-
cial trips by senior American
dignitaries like General Henry
Shulton of the department of
defence and James Armitage,
Deputy Secretary of State, to In-
dia further inflated the'gogdwill
balloon.

The resultant euphoria in our
foreign ministry was just what
Washington had hoped for. We
also did a volte-face on our earl-
ier criticism of America’s pro-
jected National Missile Defence
system. Changing tack, India
expressed sanguineness in the
NMD, saying the system might
not be such a bad thing after all!
New Delhi’s corridors rebound-
ed with jubilation at the turn of
events since Mr Rumsfeld’s
remarks.

India must, however, be careful
not to get entrapped in a handy,
American diplomatic “spatula”,
a political instrument that
Washington can use for count-
ering Beijing. The USA’s
intentions towards stability in
Asia seems circumspect, wit-
ness resumption of surveillance
flights in the vicinity of China’s
coastline. India has to be chary
of the USA’s Asia card.

While deliberating on Ameri-
ca’s scheme of things, a practical

4\

-
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Indo-US ties on
a rollercoaster

US intentions towards stability in Asia seems
circumspect, witness resumption of surveillance flights
near China’s coastline. India must be chary of the USA's
Asia card, at the same time, exercise diplomatic gumption
and capitalise on the windfall of a missile shield that has
scope of coming India’s way, writes J K DUTT

e = ]

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee greets US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage on Friday at Hyderabad

House in New Delhi. Mr Armitage is in New Dethi to discuss a new world security framework and the proposed
missile defence system. Indian leaders have welcomed Washington's plans. — APPT!

assessment needs to be carried
out in respect of President
Bush'’s rationale, duly echoed by
India, to the effect that creating
an NMD would pave the way for
reducing America’s nuclear
stockpile, and this should be
acknowledged by all with grace.
The vision”of non-proliferation
glowed on the horizon. Yet, an
incisive peep into the mechanics
of the NMD makes thought-
provoking comprehension.

Working on a hypothetical
seenario by taking a leaf out of

“ Paul Erdman’s nuclear thriller

of yesteryear The Crash Of 79,
let us assume that the West
Asian rogue nations in consort
with their global sympathisers
decide to strike at the USA.

For such a strike to be effective,
a large quantum of multiple,
independently targeted re-entry

vehicles (MIRV) would have to Then again, a number of MIRVs
be launched. If each MIRV will be decoys but these too will
holds, say, five salvo dischar- have to be engaged by the NMD
gers with each discharger relea- as these cannot be differen-
sing 10 missiles, one MIRV will tiated from the genuine ones.
fire 50 nuclear missiles at amix Now, if the grand total holdings
of military and collateral tar- of NMD defensive missiles is
gets. The barest minimum anti- calculated on an across-the-
missile response that the NMD  American- mainland basis, it
will have to come up with vis-a- would add up to an enormous
vis every MIRV will equally sum which would be much more
have to be 50 as par for the than the total of the nuclear
course. ' missiles that President Bush
Expecting a one-to-one assured ~ would want to reduce from his
hit, even at the boost phase of current stockpile.
an aggressdr missile under Hence, this rationale portrayed
highly intense battle conditions by him amounts to a priori in an
invoking electronic warfare at inverted form, tobe served up to
its most acute spread, would be the world as political garnish for
unrealistic. Ergo, the NMD will facilitating acceptance.
have to respond with at least a This gameplan surely
ration of two to one numerical subterfuge at its best!
superiority per MIRV missile The NMD’s deployment pat-
for guaranteed interception. tern in Asia makes for some

is
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. interesting speculation. South
Korea, Japan, Taiwan and
Australia are on the cards
under the category of American .
allies. What of India? New Delhi
should assert itself and exploit
an incoming opportunity.

We have to exercise our diplo-
matic gumption and capitalise
on the windfall of a missile
shield that has scope of coming
our way. India has set itself the
objective of graduating to Blue
Water status from its present
Brown Water grade in the
context of its maritime prowess
in the new millennium. In fact,
this should be one of the
principal tasks of our nascent
Chief of Defence Staff.
A convenient method of killing
the proverbial two birds with
one stone would be for India to
institute a Joint Indian Ocean
Strike Command with the US
Pacific Fleet, as a derivative
from a strategic alliance. The
aspect of air defence at sea for
this Command should be
assigned to the American con-
tent of this organisation.
In the process, we will be able
to shy off from being saddled
with the derelict Admiral

Gorshkov aircraft carrier ex

Russia at a mind boggling cost.

The sensitive American Diego

Garcia naval base should also

be incorporated in this Strike

Command’s operational radius.
We will then have a valid

reason to requisition for NMD

coverage, at least at sea. When
juxtaposed with US Secretary of

State Colin Powell's opening

gambit on India about our

capability of ensuring peace in
the Indian Ocean, our demand
for NMD becomes justifiable.
There has been - substantial
upswing in Indo-American
connectivity over the past three
years or so.

The emphasis of this equation

has been more on trade,

education, science and tech-
nology, industry and the like.

The one important missing link

is security, interaction on
matters military has been
perfunctory.
This requires strengthening.
We should discard our age-old
misconceptions and dogmas, |
and wholeheartedly invest in a |
politico-military axis with the |
USA, hinged on a nuclear
bastion.
The advantages are manifold.
One word of caution though: we
do not want any repetition as
exemplified by a former Indian
defence minister who blurted
out that Asia’s biggest power is
our biggest enemy!

(The author is a retired Lieuten-
ant-Colonel, Indian Army.)
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F some entrepreneunal soul had in January

2000 decided to extract one dollar for each time a

new beginning in Indo-US relations was an-

nounced, hewould have built up a sizeable war chest
in the 16 months ahead. Calfita diplomaticdrillora
requisite reality check, US Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage too added a melodramatic touch
to his whirlwind 24-hour touchdown in New Delhi
by declaring, “It's the beginning of a new relation-
ship with India.” As proof he kept digging into his
magic hat and offering conciliatory gestures tokeep a
range of constituencies happy. For those perturbed
that a new, Republican incumbent in the White
House may not soldier forth on the path outlined by
Bill Clinton in the dying days of his presidency, Arm-
itage carried with him US President George W.
Bush’s positive RSVP to Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s invitation tovisit India. And for those still

. smarting from Washington’s recent failure to ban
certain Pakistan-based terrorist groups operating in
Jammu and Kashmir, Armitage compensated by
lumping Pakistan with rogue states like North Ko-
reaand Libya without actually namingit.

Armitage would, of course, cite these statements
to prove his much emphasised point that his visit was
not limited to garnering support for Washington’s
Missile Defence among its “friends and allies”. But
given the fact that he was one of the envoys
despatched upon George W. Bush’s articulation of
anew global nuclear order, it is certainly from that

P ——

must nuance its response to American overtures

_years since post-Pokharan chill, as New Delhi has

perspective that Friday’s deliberations and utter-
ances must be examined. The Bush administration
hasbeen at pains to convince all and sundry that its in-
tent is not to trigger a fresh arms race, only to at-
tempt a different route to the much desired goal of
nuclear non-proliferation —in addition to address-
ing the obsolescence of the theoty of mutual assured
destruction vis-a-vis rogue states armed with
weapons of mass destruction. New Deltii has done
well to temper its overall endorsement for this vision
with a reiteration of its critical requirement for a
minimum nuclear deterrent and with a few long-
held suggestions. Namely, that efforts should be
doubled to foster no-first-use pacts and de-alert and -
to build a consensus against use of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclearweapons states.

So far so good. As India found thrée years ago,
virtually to the day, proclamation of nuclear nation-
hood did not automatically procure the oountry ’
membershlp of the elite nuclear club. Indeed, in the

engagedleading post-Cold War players, it has found
it practically impossible to iron out differences on its
nuclear status. Therefore, ruing the dismantling of
the old nuclear regime and adopting a confronta-
tionist posture would have amounted to an act of
daftness. But huge challenges lie ahead. As a new
global security framework takes shape, New Dethi
will have to exhibit a capacity to nuance its responses
and manoeuwre towards amore activerole. -
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/Iﬁ]i appreciates

|they appreciated Mr. Armitage’s
/] presentation and they looked for-

Armitage mission/

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 12. The Bush ad-
ministration says that the Deputy
Secretary of State, Mr. Richard Ar-
mitage, has been “very active” in
India, having a wide range of dis-
cussions with officials and leadgrs
in New Delhi. w\,\ \ ?

The State Department sppkes-
man, Mr. Richard Boucher, Ksted
the several meetings of Mr, Armit-
age in Delhi and said:“So he (Mr.
Armitage) has been very active in
India, having a broad set of discus-
sions on U.S. global strategic con-
cerns and missile defence, and
again solicited their views.”

“The Indian Government told us

ward to further exchanges,” the
spokesman said.

Thus far, no major U.S. ally has
rushed to embrace the NMD; and *
there is real concerns of Washing-
ton unilaterally abrogating the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.
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U.S. CONCERNS OQVER PAKISTAN REMAIN

 Bush proposals aimed at
¢ ‘rogue states’: Armitage

W)

By C. Raja Mohan

insisted thay its proposals for mis-
sile defence'were not directed at
either Russia or China but “rogue
states” which were acquiring
weapons of mass destruction to
terrorise and blackmail other na-
tions.

Addressing the press here after
a day of consultations with the In-
dian leadership, the visiting U.S.
special envoy, Mr. Richard Armit-
age, said the missile defence pro-
gramme was aimed at
complicating the political calcu-
lus of the so-called rogue states.

While referring to the trends of
proliferation in India's neigh-
bourhood and reiterating con-
cerns about Islamabad’s
programmes to acquire and de-
ploy weapons of mass destruction
and their delivery systems, Mr.
Armitage stopped short of directly
naming Pakistan as a rogue state.

Asked to name the rogue states,
he referred to Libya, Irag, Iran,
North Korea and other countries
“in  your neighbourhood”.
Pressed to elaborate, he said ‘“‘we
have questions about Pakistan
which are well known and of
which you are equally aware".

Although the speech on missile
defences by the U.S. President,
Mr. George Bush, last week made
extensive references to nuclear
threats from deviant states, Mr.
Armitage’s readiness to point a

i‘he Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Beharli Vajpayee, with the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Mr. Richard Armitage, at his residence
in New Deihi on Friday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

finger at Pakistan as “a potential
rogue state” comes as a major
surprise.

The political direction in which
pakistan is headed and its impli-
cations for the control of nuclear
weapons programme there fig-
ured prominently in the Indo-
U.S. talks today, but the discus-
sion apparently remained
inconclusive.

‘New relationship’

Mr. Armitage, who is here to
seek support from the Indian
Government to the Bush adminis-

PM welcomes U.S. initiative

NEW DELHI, MAY 11. The Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today welcomed the U.S. President, Mr. George Bush’s initiative for
steep reduction in nuclear arsenal but said India needed a credible

minimum nuclear deterrent.

In his first comments on Mr. Bush’s offer last week, Mr. Vajpayee
said India welcomed his suggestions to move away from further
development of offensive nuclear technologies and his offer of con-
sultations in the context of New Delhi’s desire to move towards light-
ening the shadow of nuclear terror under which the world lived

today. His remarks came at a function here to give awards to
scientists on the third anniversary of 1998 Pokhran nucle

ence
blasts

today lylg observed as “national technology day”.— PT,

tration’s ideas on a ‘strategic
framework’ for global security,
declared the “beginning of a new
relationship between India and
the United States”. He called on
the Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vaj-
payee, and handed over a letter
from Mr. George Bush accepting
the invitation to visit India in the
near future. Mr. Bush conveyed
his intention “‘of working closely”
with Mr. Vajpayee ‘‘to promote
common interests in Asia and be-
yond”.

India is among the few coun-
tries which have enthusiastically
welcomed Mr. Bush's proposals
for moving away from the politi-
cal premises of the Cold War and
building a new global security or-
der. Despite the intense domestic
criticism of its effusive support to
Mr. Bush, the Government stood
jts ground and welcomed the
American proposals “as a depar-
ture from the norms of the Coid
War” and ““based upon consulta-
tion and cooperation rather than
confrontation”.

The unexpected political con-
vergence between the Govern-
ment and the Bush
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Administration on a new security
framework is being seen as the
precursor to a more productive
political partnership between
New Delhi and Washington.

Sanctions’ review

Asked about the lifting of nucle-
ar sanctions imposed by the pre-
vious administration, Mr.
Armitage referred to the current
review process in Washington |
and declared that “we are on the |
verge of moving forward in our
relationship”.

A Foreign Office spokesman
here insisted that it was not In-
dia’s policy to seek the lifting of
sanctions, but pointed to the
“mismatch between sanctions
and the new direction of Indo-
U.S. relations”’.

Mr. Armitage arrived here last
night as part of the U.S. effort to
consult’ “friends and allies” in .
Asia on its plans to build missile |
defences. He had substantive |
consultations with the External .
Affairs  Minister, MrJaswant |
Singh. Mr.Armitage told his Indi-
an interlocutors that Mr. Bush's
plan to build a missile defence 3
system is “only one element of |
the new strategic framework” .
that included non-proliferation,
counter-proliferation and deep
reductions of nuclear arsenals.

Mr. Singh, who had strongly
welcomed the proposed reduc-
tions in nuclear weapons, today
reiterated India's hope that t 5
U.S. would pursue its plans “in a
manner that enhances regional
and international stability and se-
curity’’. India also reaffirmed its
expectation, expressed during the |
visit of Russian Foreign Minister,
Mr. Igor Ivanov, last week, that
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty between Washington and
Moscow would not be abrogated
unilaterally by the U.S.

Mr. Armitage also met the Prin-
cipal Secretary to the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Brajesh Mishra, and the
adviser in the Ministries of Exter-
nal Affairs and Defence, Mr. Arun
Singh and Ms. Sonia Gandhi. A



/US team to meet
“ APHCI dg?’

R s
A MEE’%IN etwee t})pl aders
of the All PArty Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHCY} and a US Congress
delegation hiis been scheduled in
New Delhi on May 23. APHC
leader Mirwaiz Omar Farooq.
who heads its “diplomatic” wing,
said tonight that the invitation
from the US Embassy regarding
the talks was received last week.

A US Embassy spokesman,
when contacted, could not imme-
diately confirm the development.
However, Mirwaiz Faroog said a
16-member Congress team would
be in the capital for the talks. The
APHC would be firming up its
own delegation for the talks in a
few days, he added.

Sources said the US delegation
would have a first-hand account
of the APHC’s version of events
in Jammu and Kashmir over the
past five months of “ceasefire”.

HTC, New Delhi
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The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: The Vajpayee govemn-
ment reaffirmed its broad endorsement
of U.S. plans for a ‘new strategic frame-
work’—including its controversial mis-
sile defence programme (NMD)—fol-
lowing talks with US. deputy secretary
of state Richard Armitage, shying away
from some of the tough questions that
this has thrown up.

Although domestic criticism has
forced the government to temper its ini-
tial effusive support, it chose yet again to
lavish praise on selective elements of the
new strategy while steering clear of tak-
ing a position on the NMD on the
ground that it was only one element of
an entire concept.

In its statement following the talks, the
government said Mr Armitage had
defined the four elements of the new
strategic framework as non-prolifera-
tion, counter-proliferation, missile
defence and a reduction in the US.
strategic nuclear arsenal while emphasis-
ing that missile defence was only one
element of the proposed framework.

There was, however, no clarification
forthcoming on India’s understanding of

the concept of coupter-proliferation,
with the externat~affairs spokesman
maintaining tdt this was not a subject

that had been addressed in any substan-
tive manner.

While "the government reiterated its
welcome of reduction and de-alert of
nuclear weapons, the missile defence
system was described by the spokesman

GETTING A GRIP ON THINGS

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
greets U.S. deputy secretary of state
Richard Armitage prior to talks in
New Delhi on Friday.

as “something that is going to come in
the future”.

The statement also made clear India’s
acceptance of the new paradigm, saying
“managing the transition from the pres-

‘New Delhi plays all, praises
select elements‘of U.S. policy

ent regime of ‘launch on warning’ and
“hair trigger alerts’ to a cooperative ‘new
strategic framework’ would challenge
the will and commitment of the interna-
tiona} community”’.

The formulations, however, also-
showed evidence of the domestic pres-
sure on the government. India’s expec-
tations that the “U.S. would pursue its
plans in a manner that enhances
regional and international stability and
security”- had been conveyed to Mr
Armitage by the external affairs minis-
ter. India also made it clear that the
ABM treaty and other similar commit-
ments should not be abrogated unilat-
erally.

While officials did not divulge
whether India’s concerns about Pakistan
and China had come up for discussion,
Mr Armitage told reporters that China
had embarked on a missile programme
long before any discussions by the U.S.
on its missile defence. “1 don’t think this
is going to interfere in any away with the
direction in which China is going,” Mr
Armitage said.

In a brief interaction after emerging
from his call on the Prime Minister, Mr
Armitage also said the U.S;had questions
about Pakistan that were well- known.
This was said in the context of a questj
on India’s neighbourhood.
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By Asuisa KUMAR SEN

San Francisco, May 10: President
George W. Bush’s decision to send
deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage to New Delhi to discuss
“a new framework for security and

' stability' that reflects the world of

today” is seen as just one of the

" signs of the stepped up cama-

raderie beiween India and the US.
Acknowledging that there was a
“major shift” in US foréign policy,

+ Mr William C. Triplett 11, an astute

China watcher in Washington who
has, of late, been paying keen
attention to India, added that this
shift was not necessarily clean but

* was going on nonetheless.

M Triplett, who has. authored

. Red Dragon Rising: Communist

China’s Military Threat to Ameri-
ca and has been a chief Republican
counsel to the Senate Foreign

- Relations Committee, pointed out

the significance of Mr Armitage’s
visit t0 New Delhi, Seoul and
Tokyo, and not Beijing, would not

, be lost on the Chinese.

“Mr Armitage is the Number 2

- man at the state department. He is

widely known as a key. policy
maker. On the other hand; a level

four official at the state depart-

ment, not known as a policy
maker, is being sent to Beijing.
The Chinese will notice the differ-
ence,” Mr Triplett said, adding, the

will

new administration ‘was “qujte
rightly” reorienting US foreign

" policy to favour democratic coun-

tries.

While most. of those interviewed
by The Asian Age generally tended
to agree with Mr Triplett’s analy-
sis, = US  state
spokesperson, Philip T. Reeker,
insisted nothing should .be read
into this decision.

Another visit to New Delhi, this
time by the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Henry H.

~-Shelton, scheduled for” later this.
month, is also likely to signal the

beginning of military cooperation
between India and the US after a
break of almost three years.

Prof. Ashley Tellis, a senior poli-
cy analyst at the Virginia-based

-Rand Corporation, whith is often

comrmissioned to projects by the

Pentagon, said the increased bilat- .

eral interaction was an “implicit,

but fundamental, reaffirmation on

the part of the United States that
India -is a friendly, emerging,
power worthy of Washingtonis
attenuon, respect, and coopera-
tion.”

In Washington, Bush administra-
tion officials appear to realise and
appreciate the fact that it would

serve “no purpose” to craft a secu-

rity alliance directed .against
China. Associate professor of gov-
ernment at the University of Notre

ke no

department -

Dame, Indiana, shutosh -
Varshney, however, sugested that
some kind of realignme t in. Asia
is in the offing.”

“The basic metivation " for all
these activities is fo contail
China,” Prof. Varshney explained,
adding the message was becoming
loud and ‘clear: “US-China rela-
tions will not be as smooth-as they
have been in the last few years, and
India will become the main peg for
Washington’s policy in Asia.”

Mr Triplett, however, said he did-

n’t think India was keen to become’

a “military ally” of thé US. "But

INDO-US REI.A’I'IONS-Z |

there are all sorts of relationships
which are reasonable relation-
ships,” he said, adding, “If the
denominator is the same i.e. demo-
eratic, then you will have a natural
relationship.”

On Capitol Hill,; the warming up
in Indo-US relations was not nec-
essarily viewed with the sole aim

.of balancing the emerging Chinese
- hegemony in the Asian theater,

according to a Congressional ana-
lyst who follows the Indian sub-
continent closely.

“Many members of the ‘India
Caucus’ aré aware of New Dethi’s
sensitivities and the leadipg lights
of the Caucus, who have paid keen

" must

attention to India’s strategic prob-
lems, understand that New Delhi °
doesn’t seek a US-India axis -to
counter China.

Although extremist legislators,
both from the Left and Right,

would like India to be an overt.

partner with the US in containing
China, the moderates, who are a
majority, would prefer that Wash-
ington and New Delhi evolve a
close strategic partnership for its

own intrinsic valué. And this is the

trend that deserves to be backed by
India’s friends in the US,” the ana-
lyst said; speaking on condition of

anonyrmty. Meanwhxle, some
expert$ suggested the itinerary of
President Bush’s first visit t0 Asia
include New " Delhi and
Tokyo above Beijing: )

“Mr Bush must do this, however,
he doesn’t necessarily have to fol-
low the same plansevery time he
travels to the region,” said Prof.

. Jamies Clad, director of Asia-Pacif-

ic Ene: y af, Cambridge Energy
Research’ Associates; a leading
strategic ‘advisory firm and a
research professor “of Southeast
Asian Studies at Georgetown Uni-
versity. Incidentally, Mr Bush is
scheduled to .attend the APEC
summit in Beijing in October.

Others .were. hopeful that the
ongomg engagemem would lead to
a “more mature” perception by
both sides.

Mr Joydeep Mukherji, director
(Indxa) at Standard and Poor’s sov-
ereign credit rating department,
who - avidly studied. China and
India, said Washmgton was begm—
ning to think “more long term”

about its interests and was trying to -
“fit India into its Asia policy.

“From the Indian side you are
beginning to see India’s foreign
policy reflect national self-interest
rather than a moralising tone more
appropriate for the 1950s,” Mr
Mukherji said.

Prof. Rafiq Dossani, a consulting
professor and senior research
scholar at thé Asia-Pacific
Research Centre at Stanford Uni-
versity, and the executive director

of the Stanford University South .

Asia Initiative, ‘agreed that devel-
opments in Indo-US relations were
very interesting, especially in con-
text with the recent Hainan, spy

‘plane crisis;

“The first effort by India should
be to tell the US: ‘Don’t define our

retationship like you have with '

China. We are independently use-

“ful” But the question is whether

Uus forelgn policy people see it that

‘way,” Prof. Dossani said,

“Historically India has not fig-
ured on the US radar,” he reminded

> of Armitage India visit

adding that lots of bilateral visits
would not be enough to support the
relationship. .

““They (the visits) are necessary
but not sufficient. India has . to
make itself an economic asset in
the world,” he said.

Saying much was “in the mak-
ing”, Prof. Varshney added that it
would be a few months before the
new outlines become clearer.
“These are all informed specula-
tions at this point, consistent with
what political scientists have been
saying about Indo-US- rapproche-
ment. It is certainly in the cards

He said the biggest indicator ofa
strategic shift in ‘Washington's pri-
orities would be if Presidént Bush
visits India before China. -

“Mr Aimitage’s scheduled -visit
to India and net China is signifi-
cant and adding up to a story wkixch
suggests an emerging change...
certain lack of belief in the C]m—
tonian argument that the more
business we do with China the
more -likely it would become a
country in syn¢ with democratic '
nations of the world,” Prof. Varsh-
ney said, adding, “There is no indi-
cation that Washington believes in
that “argumpent. - Instead, it views
China as an adversary.” '
& Tamorrow: How will Beijing
react to the growing proximity
between New Delhi and Wash-
ington? e

——
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FROM K.F.NAYAR

Washington, May 10: The sec-
ond-most important man in the
Bush state department arrives in
New Delhi in the early hours of
Friday for unprecedented defence-
. related consultations in the back-
- drop of equally unprecedented
" setbacks to Washington in UN
.-elections in the past week.
(,1 Deputy secretary Richard Ar-
v mitage will have just enough time
during the whistle-stop tour to
brush his suit of the rotten eggs
thrown at him in Seoul before he
is driven in to charm Indian min-
isters on President George W.
.Bush’s proposals for defending the
US — and the rest of the world as
‘an afterthought — against nu-
-clear missiles.

Armitage will not have to wor-
ry about being egg-pelted as he
walks into Hyderabad House or
South Block. The South Koreans
greeted him, as he left the Grand
Hyatt hotel in Seoul after breakfa-
st in the coffee shop yesterday;, wi-
th rotten eggs. He was on his way
to meet President Kim Dae-jung.

India-watchers in the Bush ad-
ministration see that as the
biggest change in Delhi, far more
significant than the carefully-
worded statement issued by South
Block on May 2 welcoming the
new Republican President’s latest
arms control — or arms prolifera-

‘tion, depending on how one sees i
-—initiative. '

Till a few years ago, no US pres-
idential emissary would have
been able to safely enter Delhiona
mission similar to Armitage’s
without Delhi police securing safe
passage for the visitor and erect-

" Delhi defen(:e\;c

ing barricades all over the city
against anti-US protests.
President Bill Clinton has seen
to it that the sting has been taken
out of anti-Americanism in India.
Without that, the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs would not have
found it politically viable or expe-
dient to extend even a guarded
welcome to the Bush initiative.
Armitage’s mission to India
comes almost 10 years after two
similar diplomatic forays by two
veteran US diplomats, which
marked the beginning of the
strategic and diplomatic coopera-
tion between India and the US,
two countries which had turned
their backs on each other for half
a century because of the Cold War.
Ten years ago, the US’ arms co-
ntrol czar Reginald Bartholomew
arrived in Delhi on a mission whi-
ch led to a modus vivendi between
the two countries on non-prolifer-
ation and it lasted until India test-
ed its nuclear weapons exactly th-
ree years ago, on this day: that Wa-
shington will not pressure India
on the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty (NPT) as long as the objecti-
ves of the treaty are achieved even
without New Delhi signing it.
Former Prime Minister PV.
Narasimha Rao honoured that un-
derstanding by not testing nuclear
weapons. His successors, H.D.
Deve Gowda and LK. Gujral, were
at a loss on how to deal with it.
Shortly after Bartholomew’s
visit, came Thomas Pickering, the
then US ambassador to the UN. He
met Rao with a proposal that India
should support a vote for the re-
peal of a UN resolution equating
Zionism with racism.
India was then a member of
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e UN Security Council.

The vote went through in the
Gdperal Assembly, marking the
stakt of Delhi’s relations with Tel
Aviv. The relations with Israel are
now a crucial element in India’s
defence preparedness.

The missions by Bartholomew
and Pickering were both conduct-
ed in secret. Their visits were kno-
wn, but not even was there a hint
to the public on the content of the-
ir talks with India.

Rao did not even take the Cabi-
net Committee on Political Affairs
into confidence before voting with
Israel in the UN for the first time.

Had times not changed so dra-
matically, -Armitage’s talks in
Delhi on Friday would have been
described by the ministry on ex-
ternal affairs as “consultations on
issues of mutual interest” or some
such euphemism. Indeed, he
would not have come to India at
all. Indications here are that India
is expected no more than to listen
to what Armitage will say. If he re-
ceives “understanding” from his
interlocutors in South Block, that
is more than what the US’ own al-
lies have been able to offer.

Earlier this week, when Ar-
mitage was in Tokyo, the Japan-
ese issued the following state-
ment: “Japan and the US share the
view that ballistic missile prolifer-
ation is a serious threat to world
security”.

It is neither here nor there.
India can be expected to say as
much after talking to the US envoy.
After all, there is national consen-
sus in India that Pakistan’s Ghau-
ri missiles are a threat to securi
in South Asia while India’s
missiles are not.




} R By Sridhar Krishnaswami,k(),\

oTTaWA, MAY 10. The Bush administration is

carrylng on a review with respect to the sanc-

tions policy, but the State Department is split

on the issue of lifting the punitive measures
2 against India, says The Washington Times ina
I report.

The split is between those who favour lifting
the punitive measures to clear the way for a
“strategic alliance” and those who believe it
will send the wrong signal to potential nuclear
weapons states, the newspaper says.

A powerful faction in the State Department
was hoping to build an alliance with India as a
counterweight to China but the Non-Prolifer-
ation Bureau was strongly opposed to lifting
the measures for fear of undermining Amer-
ican efforts at prevengifg other states from go-
ing the nuclear rotte, the paper said quoting
¢ unnamed offictals.

¢ g State Dept.

In New Dethi, the Deputy Secretary of State,
Mr. Richard Armitage, will be seeking a sort of
a pledge from the Prime Minister on lmiting
nuclear weapons development and deploy-
ment which will please the non-proliferation
advocates, sources told the paper.

Despite the existing sanctions and the ban
on military relations, the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Henry Shelton, will visit
India later this month to discuss military-to-
military relations. However, ending sanctions
against India and Pakistan would depend on
the ongoing review by the National Security
Council, an official said.

The pro-India lobby in Congress, 'bolstered
by contributions from Indian-American high-
tech millionaires”, is pushing to lifting sanc-
tions against India. *'I have been making the
case for the last two years that it is time to lift
sanctions against India and I am optimistic
this administration will finally do so,” Mt Sam

split over sanctions

Brownback, Chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Sub Committee on Near East and South
Asia, told the paper.

The non-proliferationists feel lifting sanc-
tions against India can send the wrong signal
o the Ukraine, South Africa and others who
have given up their nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. Those opposed (0 this view say the
sanctions have not resuited in a change of be-
haviour and relations had to be upgraded.
Sotne American officials see India as a “foil”" to
Chinese power in Asia, says the paper.

Prof. James Clad of Georgetown University
said Washington should lift the sanctions
against India only after consulting allies such
as Japan which are hostile to nuclear prolifer-
ation. The U.S. must find a way to improve
relations and lift sanctions against India in a
way that does not alienate Pakistan and d
not endorse New Dethi’s tradigional
tion of its smaller neighboufs




By Chidanand Rajghatta \\(\
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON: The Bush administration’s
first senior official to visit
f New Delhi is a big, beefy
# American who is so fond of
weightlifting that the joke in
the State Department is he
uses ambassadors for bench
3 pressing. But he is also a gen-
tle giant who turns into
‘ marshmallow around chil-
; S i dren—he is the father of
Richard Armitage eight, including six adopted

ones, some of them with physical disabilities.
US. deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage, Strobe Talbott’s successor and
George W. Bush’s envoy, who arrived in India
on Wednesday to brief New Delhi on the
' nuclear missile defence (NMD) issue, is a man
© of many parts—former soldier, spook, strategist
. and diplomat. But he is widely acknowledged to
' be one of the most brilliant thinkers in the cur-
rent dispensation and an architect of the new

talk abo mor,
é’use Iddia as a rising power. vﬁhe spy plane matter, it is evident that President

policy that reco

While much of New Delhi has been in thrall
of the Bush team’s otler great strategist, deputy
secretary of defence Paul Wolfowitz, the US.
President has detailed Mr Armitage to brief US.
allies and friends in Asia about his proposed
missile defence plans. That India should figure
among a small list that includes Japan and South
Korea, the two who would qualify as allies, is
seen by many as a sign of things to come.

If Mr Armitage is going to India despite New
Delhi’s unqualified—and what some would see
as premature—welcome, it suggests that there
is more to the trip than mere discussions about
the NMD, not in terms of dialogue but in terms
of a message. It is hard for anyone not to notice
that Washington’s high-level confabulations on
NMD include India, but not China.

According to one report, China is being
briefed through its embassy in Washington. In
the light of such a direct snub delivered to
Beijing and the jousting that is still going on in

than just NMD

Bush “shanghaied external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh into the Oval Office for more
than just pleasantries. There are plenty of mes-
sages being packed into form and protocol these
days. Since it does not take an ace diplomat,
much less a rocket scientist, to figure out that
the NMD is aimed primarily at China and an
assortment of rogue states, it is only natural that
the Armitage mission to India presages wha
could turn out to be a full-scale engagement.

Already, the two countries have a visio
statement which if followed in letter and spirit,
would make the traffic between West Asia and
Washington look static. The statement enjoins
almost half a dozen cabinet-level officials,
including those at the very top, to meet at least
once a year, And now, with the militaries of the
two countries joining in starting with the visit
on May 31 of chief of defence staff Gen Henry
Shelton, it promises to be an even more
impressive parade.

» Among the first to accept change, Page 7

b

» Bushwhacked by the NMD, Page 11
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o ﬂ he Armitage mission

By C. Raja Mohan

The challenge before Mr. Armitage is to seize the
moment, build on the rare convergence on global
security issues, and unveil the road map for a
new destination in Indo-U.S. relations.

\C
IGH LEVEL talks between ndia
and the United States this Week
will show if they can move be-
yond rhetoric and initiate
cific steps towards building a new
security partnership between the two na-
tions. In welcoming the controversial U.S.
plans on national missile defences, India
has indicated its readiness to break the
mould on bilateral relations. But is the
U.S. ready for a paradigm shift?

The answer should be forthcoming
from the American envoy, Mr, Richard
Armitage, who arrives here late ‘tonight
for a round of consultations with the Indi-
an Government on NMD and broader as-
pects of bilateral relations. Mr. Armitage,
who is also the U.S. Deputy Secrétary of
State, will be here for barely 24 hours. But
his talks with the Indian establishment on
Friday could send some clear signals on
where the bilateral relationship is head-
ed.

The Government has taken consider-
able political risk at home in unambig-
uously welcoming the core themes of the
U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush’s pro-
posals last week. It also stood out as one
of the few countries in the world to sup-
port Mr. Bush at a time when many tradi-
tional U.S. allies were mired in doubt. The
U.S. has been pleasantly surprised by the
unexpected Indian backing on a key glob-
al security issue. The challenge before Mr.
Armitage is to seize the moment, build on
the rare convergence on global security
issues, and unveil the road map for a new
destination in Indo-U.S. relations.

Less than three years ago, when the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
talked about a ‘‘natural alliance’’ between
New Delhi and Washington, there was

considerable wariness in both India ang «.

the U.S. But today, many influential ele-
ments in both countries believe that an
alliance between the world’s two largest
democracies may be an idea whose time
has come.

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, has often talked about the
“wasted decades” in Indo-U.S. relations
in a reference to the inability of New Del-
hi and Washington to build a cooperative
relationship in the last 50 years despite so
many common interests. A moment may
be at hand now to put behind the wasted

decades of the past and begin to put in
place building blocks for an Indo-U.S. se-
curity partnership. But alliances cannot
be built on rhetoric. The present moment
is important in the sense that the NMD
issue may have opened the prospect for
an enduring convergence of Indian and
American interests.

The definitiveness of the Indian reac-
tion to the NMD suggests it could not
have been based on any specific calcula-
tion of immediate benefit; and it was too
direct and explicit to have been a bargain-

war against India. India bleeds every day
for this fundamental consequence of the
spread of nuclear weapons and missiles
in its neighbourhood. India has a clear
interest in countering the proliferation of
WMD into the hands of those specialising
in terror and blackmail.

Mr. Armitage’s mission here is part of
the wider process of consultations the
Bush Administration has embarked on to
brief its allies and friends on its plans to
build the NMD system. He is arriving here
after talks in Tokyo and Seoul, two of

ing chip. And from all ac-
counts of the Indian WORLD

response, there was no ex-

America’s traditional alligs in
VIEW

pectation of a quid pro quo from the U.S.
side. The Indian response was not made
in consultation with anyone else; for
there was no time. The positive Indian
reaction to the NMD was rooted in the
instinctive recognition of the conver-
gence between many of India’s tradition-
al arms control positions and the
proposed radical departures from Amer-
ican policy being suggested by Mr. Bush.

The three core ideas — rejection of mu-
tual assured destruction, substantive re-
duction of nuclear arsenals and new
approaches to non- proliferation — that
Mr. Bush came up with were fully in tune
with India’s long-held assumptions. India
has always rejected mutual assured de-
struction as an unacceptable basis — ei-
ther morally or politically for
maintaining peace in the world. Deep
cuts and de-alerting of nuclear forces is
again an Indian idea that the U.S. may
now endorse. And finally the Bush speech
concedes the long-held Indian argument
that the non-proliferation regime has
been ineffective.

No country has suffered more than In-
dia from the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. Islamabad’s acquisi-
tion of WMD has allowed it to neutrdlise
New Delhi’s conventional military syperi-
ority and pursue with impunity a proxy

Asia. Mr. Armitage’s col-
leagues will also be covering
other Asian nations including China.

Other U.S. envoys are in Europe talking
to allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nisation. And the crucial talks between
U.S. and Russian officials on NMD are
scheduled for Friday in Moscow. These #
talks are part of Mr. Bush'’s reassurance to
the world that the U.S. will not act uni-
laterally in either building missile defenc-
es or in tearing up old arms control
arrangements, such as the Anti-Ballistic
Missile (ABM) Treaty, which come in the
way of missile defences.

New Delhi also has a strong interest in
ensuring that the revolutionary nuclear
transition envisaged by Mr. Bush occurs
within a framework of cooperation rather
than in an atmosphere of confrontation.
After his discussion with the Russian For-
eign Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, last week-
end, Mr. Jaswant Singh welcomed the
proposed talks between U.S. and Russia
on NMD and emphasised the importance
of an understanding between Moscow
and Washington on moving towards a
new nuclear order.

India will also be looking forward to
hearing from Mr. Armitage the details on
how and at what pace the Bush Adminis-
tration wants to lead the world away from
the old nuclear order to a new one. India
would also want some elaboration of the
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hints from Mr. Bush last week that the
U.S. may be prepared to undertake deep
cuts in its nuclear arsenals. New Delhi
would like to understand Mr. Bush’s pro-
claimed vision for a cooperative frame-
work in developing defensive
technologies as well as his new ideas on
how best to cope with weapons of mass
destruction.

But in the end the interaction with Mr.
Armitage on NMD is indeed about the
nature of the bilateral relations between
India and the U.S. For there is no mis-
taking of the strength of the link between
the nuclear question and Indo-U.S. rela-
tions. Indo-U.S. relations have indeed im-
proved considerably during the waning
years of the Clinton Administration. But
the last word from the Administration
was that the “full potential of Indo-U.S.
relations cannot be realised until the nu-
clear differences were resolved” to the
satisfication of Washington.

After more than ten rounds of the secu-
rity dialogue between India and the U.S.
over the last two years, it is evident that
there is no way the nuclear differences
between the two can be resolved within
the existing framework of global non-pro-
liferation. The Clinton Administration
was far too enamoured with the old order
to bend rules to accommodate India. It is
precisely in this context that Mr. Bush is
suggesting a fundamental restructuring
of the global nuclear order.

India has always found the current nu-
clear order based on the NPT to be dis-
criminatory. It has also found the nuclear
regime formed an insurmountable obsta-
cle to the advancement of Indo-U.S. rela-
tions. It should be self-evident then that
any revision of this order has the poten-
tial to offer India some space at the high
table that the present nuclear structure
by its very nature cannot offer. Is it any
surprise that India has so heartily wel-
comed the U.S. initiative to rework the
nuclear order?

The commitment of the Bush Adminis-
tration to build NMD has opened the

"door for substantive cooperation be-

tween India and the U.S. to build a new
global security order. And as they do so,
they need to liberate their bilateral rela-
tionship from the limits imposed by the
current non-proliferation regime.

-~
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HE VAJPAYKRE government contin-
Tues to confound its supporters and

critics. After the wretched manner
it handled the Bangladeshi killings
of BSF soldiers, it wasted no time in
endorsing US President George W.
Bush’s plan to build strategic defences
against nuclear missiles. Cynics may see
this as a case of a government trying to
shake off its impotence against neigh-
bouring States by applauding the inter-
ceptor-rockets planned by the world’s
sole superpower:

The positive response to Bush's nation-
al missile defence (NMD) plan, however,
fits well with India's options and
interests in an Asia marked by missile
buildups and a growing power disequilib-
rium. American scientists have been
working on strategic defence against mis-
siles for at least two decades now. But it is
only in recent years that this has turned
into a major public issue because such
defences cannot be deployed without dis-
mantling the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
(ABM) Treaty. The obstacle — and the tar-
get — is the treaty.

From repudiation of the Kvoto Proto-
col to the readiness to disband the ABM
Treaty, the Bush White House is sig-
nalling America’s intent to utilise its
global pre-eminence to full advantage.
Bush’s ambitious NMD plan involving
a triad of land, sea and air defences,
however, is no surprise. Just the way the
Vajpayee government conducted nuclear
tests in keeping with the NDA'’s pre-elec-
tion nuclearisation pledge, Bush has sim-
ply unveiled a plan he had promised dur-
ing the presidential campaign. New Delhi
is right to point to NMD’s “strategic and
technological inevitability”.

The inexorable drive towards strategic
defences actually began under Bill Clin-
ton. But while Clinton was committed to
a limited NMD through ABM Treaty’s
modification, Bush is singlemindedly
devoted to broad defences whose con-
struction demands the elimination of the
legal obstacle. It is NMD’s unavoidability
that had already spurred Germany to
give up its opposition and Russia to adopt
greater flexibility in its approach.

So before Bush made his announce-
ment, india had ample time to formulate
its position on NMD. In fact, in recent
months, New Delhi had scrupulously
avoided making ahy critical reference
to NMD, signalling a subtly evolving shift
in favour of the Bush plan. Its positive
reaction to Bush% announcement thus
can hardly be described as impulsive or
hasty, although it was naive of it to parrot
Washington’s public-relations line that
NMD will vield deep cuts in nuclear
armanients.

NMD signifies a new arms race --- a
race for control of, and dominance over,
outer space. As this race picks up momen-
tum and delivers new weapon systems,

iy . “

By BRAHMA CHELLANEY

IN FAVOUR OF A NUCLEAR FAMILY: George W. Bush

America will no longer need to retain
all its older armaments. Just like defence
is the other side of offence, armament
and disarmament are interlinked. Every
major arms buildup leads to disarmament,
a process in which only the surplus,
obsolescent or vulnerable weapons are
eliminated.

Over the past three centuries, the drive
for supremacy through technology has
advanced from sea power (which led
to colonisation of today’s Third World)
to air power and to space power now.
NMD is an acronym covering a host
of futuristic space-related technologies
whose development will change the face
of the world -- and the nature of war.
America’s heavy investment in NMD is a
venture to secure its global dominance
for decades to come.

However undesirable a new arms
buildup may be, the logical progression of
military technology is unstoppable in a
world in which States compete fiercely
and seek relative advantage. As a vulner-
able State living in a dangerous neigh-
bourhood, India has to look at NMD
strictly from the prism of national
interest. Having wasted half-century
mouthing didactic, internationalist and
self-righteous rhetoric, India has to get on
with assertively advancing its interests.

One of its top priorities today should
be to build a strategic partnership
with the US on mutually beneficial and
level terms. If New Delhi does not hit off
with the Bush administration, it may be
many years before a fresh opportunity
presents itself. After all the talk and
no substance under Clinton, the Indo-
US relationship now demands concrete
strategic engagement.

India’s supportive stand on NMD pre-

sents a new opening for engagement with
the Bush team, even though traditional
friend Russia has been embarrassed.
Russia, the world’s richest country in nat-
ural resources, will always remain a nat-
ural ally of India, as both have a funda-
mental commonality of interests. But
while India has to work hard to mend the
decade-long decline in the relationship
with Moscow, those ties cannot come in
the way of building an Indo-US strategic
partnership — a partnership critical both
for Indian security and Asian stability.

With Bolshevism dedd and democratic
Russia no longer an adversary or even a
competitor of the United States, it is con-
ceivable that in the years ahead a Wash-
ington-Moscow-New Delhi strategic for-
mation may emerge, with India as the go-
between. Without a larger strategic blue-
print, India will remain boxed in by the
China-Pak-Burma axis. It is the strategic
imperative to keep Russia firmly on
India’s side while wooing Washington
that has prompted Jaswant Singh to ride
two NMD horses simultaneously — sup-
port for the Bush plan, and support for
Moscow’s stand that the ABM Treaty
should not be unilaterally abrogated.

The current international line-up on
NMD may be the precursor of things to
come — the US, its traditional allies and
India on one side, China and its mili-
taristic friends on the other side, and Rus-
sia somewhere in the middle. If Washing-
ton manages NMD issue well with
Moscow, offering it defensive technology
and agreeing to deep nuclear cuts, Russia
could become paxt of the West.

US missile defences will not threaten
India’s security but could yield strategic
benefits if New Delhi handles the issue
deftly. Too often in the past India has
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US missile defences cannot harm India’s security but they could yield strateguc benefits

Forward defence

allowed expectations to substitute for
hardheaded strategic calculations and
bargaining. New Delhi has to exploit its
NMD support to its advantage by pushing
the Bush team to take a fresh look at
the decades-old technology and military
sanctions against India.

The impending visits of Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Armitage and the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
General Henry H. Shelton, can help lay
the groundwork for building strategic

. ties. If Washington were to interpret its

export-control laws more broadly in rela-
tion to India, it would throw open for sale
many high-tech commercial items. It also
makes no strategic sense for Washington
to continue to keep India out of its arms
market. Further, there is no reason why
Washington should still keep India as a
key target of the punitive restrictions of
the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group.

India faces a difficult situation in Asia
that demands strategic engagement with
Washington. Its largest neighbour, China,
will use NMD to justify its already-
expanding nuclear and missile arsenals.
With or without NMD, India’s security
will be adversely affected by the increas-
ing trans-Himalayan missile threat and
Beijing’s continued nuclear and missile
transfers to Pakistan. But with NMD,
China is likely to more openly flout inter-
national norms and conventions and seek
new ways to deliver lethal missile blows.

If India does not wish to abandon its
plans for maintaining a nuclear-deter-’
rent force at very modest levels, it will
have to look at other options. It seems
inevitable that it will develop an ICBM
capability in order to provide adequate
reach to its small nuclear arsenal. It will
also have to arm its missiles with decoys
and other penetration aids. But one can
already foresee that it will be attracted
to missile defences and potential collabo-
ration with the US.

NMD is likely to strengthen and expand
US-led security arrangements. If it is seen
to work, the US could extend a ‘missile
umbrella’ to its allies the way it presently
holds out a nuclear umbrella. An India
strategically aligned with the US could
avail of such-benefits in a manner to
reduce its own security burden. In a world
marked by rapid change, it is imaginable to
think of a future India with its own
nuclear force but deriving certain benefits
from US missile defences.

As a concept, strategic defence can be
expanded to involve technology and 2wop-
eration in fields beyond the missile

domain. India can partner the US orn™

strategic defence against theatre and long-
range missiles and also against interna-
tional terrorism and to safeguard borders
and share intelligence.

The action-reaction cycle triggered by
missile defences is bound to drive India
closer to the US.

s



OT OFTEN in IndaU.S. rela-

tions has there been 4 chance to

pass judgment on thellikely tra-

jectory of bilateral relafions after
the first hundred days of a new\adminis-
tration in Washington. India hbs rarely
been on the radar screen of American
Presidents in the first months of their ten-
ure, even of those Liberals with a robust
international agenda. It is surprising,
therefore, that much of the groundwork
needed to firmly position bilateral rela-
tions has been almost completed within
the first 14 weeks of probably the least for-
eign policy-oriented American President
in recent history. If this early evidence is
anything to go by, Indo-U.S. relations will
certainly not suffer because of lack of at-
tention from Washington during the ten-
ure of Mr. George W. Bush. What is also
becoming clear is that there is an obvious
convergence of New Delhi’s and Washing-
ton’s interests on a variety of issues and
this could, with imagination and initiative,
position Indo-U.S. relations on firmer
ground. However, there are a few rem-
nants of the past that could still throw the
relationship out of gear, especially if con-
trarians are allowed space.

Consider first the initial momentum giv-
en to bilateral ties. On at least four fronts,
Mr. Bush has scored over his recent prede-
cessors. First, he signalled through bis un-
precedented meeting in the Oval office on
April 6 with the External Affairs Minister,
Mr. Jaswant Singh, that he takes the rela-
tionship with India very seriously. This
meeting, although ostensibly spontane-
ous, could not have taken place without
careful thought, and without a considered
evaluation by Washington of the signat
that it would send to South Asia and be-
yond. Such gestures are usually reserved
by U.S. Presidents for the closest of allies.
No less significantly, as part of Mr. Bush’s
outreach to allies on the National Missile
Defence, the Deputy Secretary of State,
Mr. Richard Armitage, will soon lead a
team to Asia, with only three stops: Tokyo,
Seoul and New Delhi. Eatlier, the National
Security Adviser, Ms. Condoleezza Rice,
had called Mr. Jaswant Singh, again, as
part of the process of consultation on the
issue.

Second, Mr. Bush has moved with re-
markable alacrity in makjng key appoint-
ng on India. Both

(n‘dia in

Bush’s 100 days

By Amitabh Mattoo

If early evidence is anything to go by, Indo-U.S. relations
will certainly not suffer because of lack
of attention from Washington.

Ambassador to India and Ms. Christina
Rocca’s as the Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asia have been made within the
first three months, and much before many
of the traditionally influential positions
have been filled. Available evidence sug-
gests that Ms. Rocea and Mr. Blackwill
share the optimism and the new vision
about bilateral relations. Both, more sig-
nificantly, are insiders who can do much
to shape policy. While Mr. Blackwill shares
a close relationship with the President, Ms.
Rocca, with her experience as a CIA officer
and a foreign policy adviser to the Senator,
Mr. Sam Brownbéck, knows the legislative
and executive sides of the policy establish-
ment very well. And while she may have
been instrumental, according to some, in
putting Pakistan on the watch-list of states
sponsoring terrorism in the early 1990s
through her job in the CIA, she and Mr.
Blackwill do not view Indo-U.S. relations
through the jaded prism of India-Pakistan
or U.S.-Pakistan ties. Similarly, it is clear
that Mr. Richard Haass, as the new Direc-
tor of Policy Planning, will play a keen role
in the formulation of the administration’s
relationship with India. Over the last of
couple of years, Mr. Haass, as the head of
Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings In-
stitution, had visited India at least twice
and is known to be supportive of a closer
relationship and even to have expressed
some interest in the idea of a U.S.-India
free trade area arrangement.

Three, key members of the new admin-
istration have made it clear that the re-
maining sanctions against India, imposed
after the nuclear tests of 1998, will shortly
be removed. Gen. Colin Powell, Secretary
of State, had made it clear during his testi-
mony before Congress that he did not
think sanctions were serving as a useful
instrument of American policy. Mr. Do-
nald Rumsfield, Secretary of Defence, in
his meeting with Mr. Jaswant Singh, had
echoed this view. More recently, the Trea-
sury Secretary, Mr. Paul O’Neill, too
seemed supportive of an early lifting of
sanctions and communicated this to the
Finance Minister, Mr. Yaswant Sinha, in
Washington.

Finally, although prepared mostly dur-
ing the tenure of the previous administra-
tion, the release of the State Department’s
Patterns of Global Terrorism-2000, and es-
pecially Gen. Powell’s introductory re-
marks, indicated that this was one specific
area that had the greatest scope for contin-
ued cooperation. It is unfortunate that at-
tention has focussed on the report’s
so-called soft attitude towards Pakistan.
Indeed, on at least two grounds the report
shouid have encouraged India.

One, it presents a strong indictment of
Pakistan. It clearly states that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has increased its support
to the Taliban and continued its support to
militant groups active in Kashmir, such as
the Harkat ul-Mujahidin (HUM), some of
which engaged in terrorism. And it adds,
Pakistan’s military Government continued
the previous regime’s support of the Kash-
mir insurgency, and Kashmiri militant
groups continued to operate in Pakistan,
raising funds and recruiting new cadre.
More significantly, in the report’s section
on the Chronology of Significant Terrorist
Incidents, 2000, the massacre of Sikhs in
Chattisingpura in March that year is pre-
sented unambiguously. According to the
report: police officers arrested Muslim
militants, who confessed to helping two
groups suspected in the massacre — the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Hizbul-Mujahi-
deen. Two, the report, and especially Gen.
Powell, clearly indicated that the U.S. is
closely cooperating with India to fight ter-
rorism whose focus had shifted to South
Asia, through the U.S.-India Joint Counter
Terrorism Working Group and other
mechanisms.

Is there a key issue driving this new U.S.
policy? Quite clearly, the momentum is
provided by the overarching concern
about stability in Asia, and the role that
India can play in generating a balance in
the continent. And the belief that it is in
the mutual interest of Washington and
New Delhi to construct a stable order in
Asia. China is a major issue, but not the
only concern. Among the Republicans,
there has been, for some time, growing
fear that China, which is slowly but surely

*

v HNDY

e up 20

emerging as a military and economic pow-
er of some standing, despite many internal
problems, could threaten American inter-
ests in Asia and beyond. China’s plans of
rapidly modernising its armed forces, its
efforts at improving iis nuclear arsenal,
and its disregard of the nuclear non-prolif-
eration regime, have all led to these appre-
hensions. In contrast to the Clinton
administration, key members of the Bush
team view China more as a strategic com-
petitor rather than as a strategic partner.
While China is a key element, it is not the
only one. There is recognition in Washing-
ton that partnership with a democratic,
secular, militarily strong and economically
prosperous India could be a force of stabil-
ity and moderation in West and Central
Asia as well.

Proliferation absolutists and bleeding-
heart liberals, both thankfully in short sup-
ply within the core of the Bush adminis-
tration, but still present in the backrooms
of the State Department, the Pentagon and
at Langley, could still attempt to wreck the
new initiatives. They could make a deter-
mined effort to ensure that the relation-
ship is once again held hostage to the
non-proliferation issue, and to persuade
the Bush administration to position jtself
as a peacemaker in Kashmir. 1f this hap-
pens, Indo-U.S. relations could go back to
the bitter old days. It is vital, therefore, for
New Delhi not just to respond to Mr.
Bush’s new Indian policy with careful
thought and prudence, but also to ensure
that its record on and commitment {0
non-proliferation is communicated clearly
to Washington as well as the need for grea-
ter bilateral cooperation against prolifer-
ation threats from countries of concern.
And even while New Delhi persists with
the internal peace process in Kashmir, it
needs to be reiterated that the contintled
violence in Jammu and Kashmir is symp-
tomatic of the problems of and within Pa-
kistan. A joint U.S.-India strategy for
managing Pakistan, and restoring a mod-
icum of stability there, is, therefore, of vital
and immediate importance to address
threats ranging from proliferation and ter-
rorism to fundamentalism. Quite clearly, it
is essential that no Robin Raphel in a new
avatar be allowed to distupt or disturb the
brave new world of cooperation that Indo-
U.S. relations seem to be moving towards.

(The writer is Director, National Security
Programme, JNU.)
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HE UNCRITICAL Indian response to
_George W. Bush’s proposal on a missile
shield has underlined the distance
which New Delhi has travelled in the
last few years. Let alone the bad old days of
the Cold War, when India’s position was
towards the Left of non-alignment, even the
challenge to the US-led nuclear order posed
by Pokhran 11 — and touted as such — is
now ‘evidently very much a thing of the
past. Undeniably, realpolitik has much to do
with the enthusiastic endorsement of the
controversial US move. Ever since the US
lost its need for Pakistan after the Soviet
Union’s demise, the Indian perception has
been that the long-delayed camaraderie of
the world’s two largest democracies will now
be a matter of reality.

To an extent, the assessment has proved
correct. Propelled by Pakistan’s degenera-
tion into a hotbed of terrorism, New Delhi
and Washington are far closer today than
they probably ever had been, except for a
brief period during the Chinese invasion
-when Nehru looked for American help. It is
this new-found proximity — which to many
Indians is still not quite real — which seem-
ingly explains the latest Indian stance.
Clearly, Wew Delhi wants to tread carefully
on ay/isbs‘ue which is so close to the new
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American President’s heart} The caution is
perhaps considered all the more necessary
because the Republicans have generally been
more hard-headed in their policies than the
Democrats with their penchant for moral lec-
tures. As such, India undoubtedly expects
that in matters like the lifting of sanctions
and the signing of CTBT, Washington’s atti-
tude will be much closer to what is preferred
by India than even during Mr Clinton’s time,
although the latter evidently got to like India.

Even then, while formulating India’s
response to the missile shield, the decision
makers might have kept in mind the fact that
keeping the US in good humour cannot be
the cornerstone of our foreign policy. A
perusal of media comments in the countries
which are a part of the western alliance
would have shown the kind of unease that
has long been felt over the American propos-

“al. This has now been reflected in the

responses of a majority of governments
which are by no means unfriendly to the US.
In the midst of the widespread misgivings
that have been expressed, India’s strangely
submissive attitude stands out all the more
prominently. It has to be realised that friend-
ship does not preclude valid criticism.
Besides, ties of that nature are always
between equals who may agree to differ.
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USA, India to resume

milita eration

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM

- STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON, May 3. - After
a three-year break, the USA and
India will resume their military
cooperation, startifg with a visit

. to New Delhi by the chairman of
* the US Joint Chiefs of Staff later
' this month, The Washington

Times reported today quoting
Indian and US officials.
The Indian Ambassador, Mr

| Lalit Mansingh, said the deci-

sion followed a visit to Washing-

. ton by the Foreign Minister, Mr
. Jaswant Singh, in early April,

which came at a time of high

| tension between the USA and
, India’s regional rival, China.

The Bush administration has
begun a review of Washington’s
South Asia policy, the newspa-
ﬁer said, quoting officials. In a

ey shift from a Clinton admin-

. istration position, the Bush
* government will not press In-

dia to sign the Comprehensive

* Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,

. which the Republican adminis-

~
Cy
tration opposes, the Times’
front-page report said.

Gen. Henry H Shelton, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
will visit India to work on “a
closer relationship” between
the two nations’ military forces,
Mr. Mansingh told the Times.

The Deputy Secretary of
State, Mr Richard Armitage,
will visit India separately this
month to consult on the Bush
administration plan to build a
missile defence system and pos-
sibly abandon the Anti-Ballis-
tic Missile Treaty.

Military cooperation between
India and the USA was com-
pletely cut off after sanctions
imposed following India’s nu-
clear tests in May 1998. Re-
ports yesterday said the Bush
administration also would lift
those other sanctions.

The Times reported Mr Man-
singh as saying that the lifting
of sanctions was needed to
clear the way for weapons pur-
chases and cooperation on nu-
clear energy and space.
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“The genie can’t be put back in
the bottle,” Mr. Mansingh said.
(‘We have to get beyond and look

t common strategic interests.”

According to Mr Mansingh, if
sanctions end on military and
some scientific cooperation, In-
dia hopes to work on nuclear
power with US companies in an
effort to provide energy to its
rapidly growing economy with-
out using polluting coal.

On the military side, he said,
India was interested in develop-
ing service-to-service relations,
cooperation on military doctrine
and training, and the co-pro-
duction and sale of weapons.

India had tried previously and
been denied the right to pur-
chase Harpoon anti-ship missiles
and gun-locating radars, he said.

Referring to President Bush’s
surprise meeting with Mr Jas-
want Singh last month, Mr
Mansingh praised the US lead-
er's grasp of Indian affairs. “We
were pretty impressed,” he
said. “He spoke fluently and did
not ask aides to help him out.”

He described Mr Bush as “a
person who consciously down-
plays himself.”

The revival of military ties be-
tween the USA and India
comes when Washington is ex-
periencing tensions with Chi-
na. “Mr Mansingh refused to
say, however, that the growing
cooperation with the USA was
aimed at deterring China.

The Times reported that a US
official, who confirmed the US
intention to draw closer to In-
dia and start military coopera-
tion, also refused to say it was
in any way related to US
squabbles with China.

“It serves no purpose to craft a
security alliance directed ag-
ainst China,” the official said.

“If you go around Asia and try
to drum up an alliance against
China it would defeat our goals.
We want China to integrate in-
to the world economy and be-
come a peaceful player.”

B India justifies stand
on NMD, page 8 /
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Maybgthere is something that the rest of the world dogsn’t know,
perhaps an angle that was personally conveyed to exterial affairs
minister Jaswant Singh by US national security adviser Co doleeza
Rice when she called him from Washington. Only this coul explain
the irrational exuberance of New Delhi’s response to US President
Bush’s declaration that the US needs ‘new concepts of deterrence’
and to create these it needs to ‘move beyond the constraints of the
30-year old ABM (anti-ballistic missile) treaty, and work towards
deploying a ballistic missile defence system. South Block seems
completely to have missed the wood for the trees. The statement
overlooks all references to Washington's decision on ballistic missile
defence and the call for trashing the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty, and
uncritically endorses the US claim that it will reduce its nuclear arse-
pal and move away from the “prevailing nuclear orthodoxies”. It ig-
nores the fact that this will happen only after Washington has thrown
the ABM into the dustbin and introduced a dangerous dynamic into
the stasis that the capability of mutually assured destruction (MAD)
has imposed on the nuclear weapons world. It also reveals the
dangerous casualness with which the present government changes na-
tional policy. At the time of Pokhran 11, India had reiterated its com-
mitment to ridding the world of nuclear weapons. By backing the US
adventure on the ballistic missile defence system, New Delhi is
ensuring the opposite, since the first reaction of China will be to
expand its arsenal and its second will be to set up a system of its own.

There is no doubt that today there are technologies capable of
destroying a missile in flight. Over time, a system can be devised to
track hostile missiles early in their flight and destroy them. But the
reason that there has been opposition to such systems is that they
would be dangerously destabilising for global security. There is
common acceptance across the world, even among those who possess
nuclear weapons, that such weapons are a necessary evil. Convention-
al wisdom and the experience of the past S0 years suggests that nu-
clear peace rests on the fragile shoulders of deterrence: In other
words, if you hit me, I have the ability to hit you back. By creating the
national missile defence system, this prenuse is sought to be under-
mined: Now when I hit you, I will do so with the belief that you will not
be able to hit back. It does not require an expert knowledge of nuclear
strategy to realise that this is a profoundly flawed and dangerous
doctrine. Washington’s reasoning, apparently bought by South Block,
is that such systems are designed to cater for accidents and will act as a
deterrent for rogue states. Those who believe that will believe any-
thing. The thrust for the NMD comes from elements in the US estab-
lishment which were thwarted in their effort to promote the Strategic
Defence Initiative, or ‘Star Wars’, during the Reagan administration.
This ‘son of Star Wars’ could mutate into a global Frankenstein’s mon-
ster. In that classic horror story, the creature destroyed his creator. B
it’s unlikely that Dubya has read Mary Shelley’s cautionary fable.
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By Chidanand Rajghatta

The Times of India News Servige

WASHINGTON: US. President Gedrge W.
Bush is sending a senior cabinet official to
India, among other major countries of the
world, to explain the rationale behind the
nuclear missile defence system he has pro-
posed and which holds the possibility of
drastically redrawing the strategic impera-
tives of many nations.

US. deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage, who replaced Strobe Tatbott of
the Clinton. administration, has been
entrusted with explaining the case for the
NMD system to India, Japan and South
Korea. He will be in New Delhi next week
for this purpose and is expected to meet
external affairs and defence minister
Jaswant Singh.

Three other senior officials—deputy sec-
retary of defence Paul Wolfowitz, deputy
national security adviser Stephen Hadley
and under secretary of state for political
affairs Marc Grossman—will go to Europe,
Russia, China and to some other American
allies, like
Australia, to
present the
emerging
American view.

While New
Delhi is opposed
in principle to
the NMD, the
immediate mes-
sage it can infer
from the mission
is that the Bush
administration is
living up to its
word to treat
India as a key
power, going far
beyond the even-
handed
approach
(between India -
and Pakistan)
that had charac-
terised the work-
ing of several -
previous administrations. No visit is sched-
uled to Pakistan, which will be informed
about the change in U.S. policy through its
embassy in Washington, officials said.

“India..is ready to sup at the table of great
nations,” US. national security adviser
Condoleeza Rice had said in recent meet-
ings, and evidently the administration is
keen to prove it.

Some indication of that was already avail-
able when President Bush drew Jaswant
Singh into the Oval Office during his visit
here last month, The new U.S. position on
nuclear missile defence was one of the sub-
jects about which Mr Bush had spoken to

ready-established technology

1 could be based on land (such

Patriot), ship (Aegis) or aircraft

Boeing-747 with anti- missHe laser)

) Is designed to fob off small-scale

reats in a limited area, Critics call it
ifence”, unlike the grandiose Star
pmgramme whlch was planned as a shield

4 Though Bush claims it is a deterrent against
blackmail by rogue states, China and Russia fear
_ that their deterrent capabilities will be devalued

ﬁush envoy Wlll visit
to’ argue case
issile shield

Mr Singh. “Either its my way or the high-
way,” the President is said to have joked,
using a Texan colloquialism to express his
determination to push through a new secu-
rity agenda that is certain to roil the world’s
strategic community.

Mr Bush spelt out that agenda in a land-
mark 16-minute speech, his first Presidential
address on global security, in which he pro-
posed the controversial new anti-missile
shield. He argued that the dangers of the
superpower standoff had given way to
threats from smaller nuclear armed nations
fl(;r whom “blackmail and terror is a way of

o

“We must seek security based on more
than the grim premise that we can destroy
those who seek to destroy us,” Mr Bush
said. “Deterrence can no longer be based
solely on the threat of nuclear retaliation.”

In announcing this fundamental change in
policy, Mr Bush virtually rejected the guid-
ing principles that have governed the
nuclear balance between the world’s
nuclear rivals centering around the 1972

phic: Anti-Ballistic

that foreswsie

such dey€lop-
© ments.
But while

_ spelling out his
y8-. new vision, Mr
Bush sought to
bring * that
rival— Russia—
around by indi-
cating that he
would  move
quickly to
reduce the size
of the US
nuclear arsenal
{which stands at
7,200) without
putting a num-
ber on it. He
also offered the
Russians  the
distant possibili-
ty that the two
sides might one day jointly operate a missile
defence system.

New Delhi now faces the tricky task of
formulating a new policy that broadly
adheres to its long-standing disarmament
agenda while, at the same time, recognising
the changing dynamics of the situation.

Although some of the aspects of the mis-
sile shield are still in the realm of science fic-
tion, two of the most basic tests that have
failed the fundamental American premise
of attacks by rogue staje§ are the same sce-
nario that could co
especially if Pa
smaller units.

“against the Soviet Union

Missile Treaty”

nt India in the futurc,“ w
#tan disintegrates into
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THE ENCOURAGING SIGNALS that the Finance
Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, seems to have re-
ceived now from his U.S. interlocutors point 10
the possibility of an early move by the Bush ad-
ministration to scrap the economic sanctions
still in place against India. The confidence exud-
ed by Mr. Sinha amplifies the extraordinary note
of optimism that the External Affairs and De-
fence Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, had struck
after his recent talks with the U.S. President, Mr.
George W. Bush, and other top officials. Both Mr.
Sinha and Mr. Singh did not take the initiative to
discuss the sanctions issue with their respective
American interlocutors and instead left it to
them to do so from their perspective. Not sur-
prisingly, Mr. Sinha has now made the point that
the U.S. initiative “is an indication of their keen
desire to be able to do away with it (the sanctions
regime) as quickly as possible”. New Delhi has
indeed taken a consistent line that these sanc-
tions “hurt” the U.S.’ interests more than those
of India. The arguably punitive U.S." economic
measures at stake were first imposed in the spe-
cific context of India’s nuclear arms tests of May
1998 under the Glenn Amendment on American
arms export controls as also foreign assistance
and banking laws. On a parallel plane, Washing-
ton subjected Pakistan as well to an economic
embargo following its own nuclear detonations.
So, the two South Asian neighbours are even
now seen in conjunction in the U.S." portals of
power. However, this should not at ail worry In-
dia, given the fact that Pakistan, which has had
the experience of being evaluated by the U.S.
under the Pressler Amendment over the nuclear
issue as also a followup American law, is in a
somewhat different -category. In any case, the
U.S. has increasingly sought to treat India and
Pakistan on their own respective merit or value
to the American national interest.

Mr. Sinha's latest impressions about some
good tidings to come confirm an incremental

THURSDAY, MAY 3. 2001

AN UPBEAT NOTE IN INDO-U.S. TIES

trend in Indo-U.S. tie;'—During Mr. Singh’s earli-
er visit to Washington, he was informed by the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
that the Pentagon would have no reservations
over any move by the State Department to set in
motion a process of lifting the India-related
sanctions. Around the same time early last
month, the India Caucus, too, had taken steps to
introduce a bill in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. The move, calling for an end to the sanc-
tions, was initiated on the ground that the
Indo-U.S. nexus ‘‘has become one of the most
significant emerging relationships in the world”.
In one sense, the relatively new feel-good mood
in the ties between the Governments of the two
large democracies is shared on the Capitol, too.
Simply put, an economic embargg can only

erode, if not also stifle, the spirit of 3 expanding
U.S.-India engagement. 9/\

In a realpolitik sense, the resolutiop of the
sanctions issue may not fully determine thie tone
of New Delhi’s future interaction with the U.S.
The same applies to Washington's expectations
of India in respect of the larger strategic ques-
tions such as nuclear non-proliferation and mis-
sile defence as also the conventional political
controversies. Yet, the current move in the U.S.
to evaluate the disutility of the prevalent sanc-
tions acquires some strategic meaning, too, in
the context of a reported pesception in the Bush
administration that India has earned the right to
sit at the table of global powers. In December
1999, the U.S. Commerce Department removed
from the sanctions list as many as 51 Indian enti-
ties, out of a total of nearly 300 affected Indian
and Pakistani entities. The stated reason was to
“focus” or rather re-focus the sanctions only on
“those Indian entities” perceived to be “‘most
directly involved in proliferation activities of
concern” to Washington. Now, the question ofa ,
total embargg’Temoval requires a new political
idiom.
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ARMITAGE COMING TO BRIEF NEW DELHI

¢

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, WIAY 2. In an unprece-
dented convergence of views with
the United States, India today
welcomed the plans for a unilat-
eral reduction of American nucle-
ar forces announced by the
President, Mr. George Bush, last
night.

The Indian Foreign Office, in a
statement issued today, hailed
Mr. Bush’s proposals for deep
cuts in nuclear arsenals as well as
in building missile defences, as “a
significant and far-reaching” ef-
fort to move away from the “ad-
versarial legacy of the Cold War"".

This is probably the first time in
decades that India has extended
such support to the U.S. on any
global nuclear issue. While much
of the world was cautious in its
response to Mr. Bush’s controvet-
sial proposals on building a sys-
tem of national missile defences,
India was effusive in its welcome.

The positive Indian response
appears to have been clinched by
the prospect of large nuclear re-
ductions built into the Bush ini-
tiative. Equally important is the
expectation of  international
cooperation in developing future
defensive technologies.

India hopes the reduced re-
liance on offensive nuclear forces
promised by Mr. Bush would
eventually lead the world towards
a “multilateral compact that re-
sults in an elimination of all nu-
clear weapons globally”.

The Foreign Office also pointed
to the “strategic and technologi-

cal inevitabi§” of a shift from
the presgaf world of mutual as-

sured destruction to “‘a coopera-
tive, defensive transition”
underpinned by smaller nuclear
arsenals maintained in a reduced
state of readiness.

Rice calls up Jaswant

if India’s enthusiastic support
to the U.S. is very rare, so is the
decision by the Bush administra-
tion to reach out 1o India and seek
its support on NMD. As part of a
conscious effort to consult
“friends and allies” on the con-
troversial project, the U.S. Na-

ndia welcomes Bush plan
for cuts in n-arsenal

tional Security Adviser, Ms,
Condoleezza Rice, called the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, on phone today.

Asserting that the U.S. looked
upon India as a friend and part-
net, Ms. Rice informed Mr. Singh
of Mr. Bush’s decision to send a
personal emissary to engage India
on national missile defence.

The personal envoy will be Mr.
Richard Armitage, U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, who will arrive
here next week to brief the Gov-
ernment on the Bush proposals.

S

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 2. With Indo-Rus-
sian relations being described
by both sides as “problem-
free,” the Russian Foreign Min-
ister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, is likely
to focus on international issues
in his talks in Delhi on May 4

and 5.

The Russian foreign policy
chief would certainly want to
know how much the new
warmth in India’s relations
with the U.S. may affect Delhi’s
ties with Mascow.

In an interview to The Hindu
on the eve of Mr. lvanov’s visit,
the chief spokesman for the
Russian Foreign Ministry, Mr.
Alexander Yakovenko, empha-
sised that for Russia, relations
with India had “self-sufficient,
intransient value” and did not
depend on Moscow’s relations

What Ivanov will seek frqm India

ey

The Russian Foreign Minister,
M. Igor fvanov. — AFP

with other countries. Mr. Iva-
nov would like a similar assur-
ance from India.

Details on Page 13
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The U.S. objective is to consult
and discuss with India “a new
framewaork for security and stabil-
ity that reflects the world of to-
day”, the Foreign Office said. Mr.
Armitage is also travelling to other

Asian nations, including Japan,
South Korea and Australia.

While India and the U.S. draw
closer on nuclear and missile de-
fence, the Government will also
be receiving the Russian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Igor Ivanov, later
this week. And NMD is expected
to be high on Mr. lvanov's agenda
as well.

Russia has been among the
foremast critics of Mr. Bush's
plans to build missile defences.
Moscow has castigated Washing-
tan’s plans o junk past arms con-
{ro} treaties. At Jeast until now.

Bid to dispel Russian fears

In his speech on Tuesday, Mr.
Bush made a special effort to soft-
en the Russians by dispelling the
impression that the U.8. wanted
to gain unijlateral advantage
through missile defences.

Before his speech, Mr. Bush !
spoke with the Russian President.
Mr. Viadimir Putin. The U.S, also |
appears to have suggesied a prob-
able joint development of deten-
sive technologies with Russia.

India is pleased that Russia and
America might be moving away
fram a confrontation on missile
defences towards a constructive
dialogue. The Government today
noted “with appreciation the U.S.
resolve to seek dialogue, consul-

tation and cooperation with 1
countries cycemed".



U8 panel rap“‘\é/Parivar

for minority violence

DESIKAN THIRUNARAYANAPURAM g\ \ s
' STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE ' AN

' WASHINGTON, May 1. - The increase if vio-
lence against religious minorities in Indla re-
mains “alarming,” and the BJP-led government
is not doing enough to stem it, a US Congress-
appointed commission has gaid.

In its second report released yesterday, the
US Commission on International Religious
Freedom devoted several pages to a study on
India. “The violence is espe-
cially troubling because it has
coincided with the increase in
political influence at the na-
tional and, in some places, the state level of
the Sangh Parivar,” the report said.

Various human rights reports, including from

the US State Department, “do not implicate
the Indian government in organising or carry-
ing out any of these violent attacks,” the re-
port says. But it adds: “However, in many of
these cases, the government has failed to pros-
ecute the individuals and organisations in-
volved. Security forces have also failed to pro-
tect member religious communities, even
in cases-yfere violence was likely.”

‘'m BJP irked by US
observations, page 8

9

The commission, which was set up by an Act
of the Congress in May 1998, makes recom-
mendations to the President, Secretary of
State and the Congress. It has no authority to
sanction any country for violations.

The report said the Commission held a pub-
lic hearing on religious freedom in India,
which included testimony from Indian nation-
als of various religious traditions as well as

American and Indian US officials, academics, .
and a former senior US diplomat. The report

~said the Commission “made
" every effort to travel to India
'to examine the situation di-
- - — rectly, but has not yet gained
permission from the Indian government.”

The panel recommended that the USA “sh-

ould press India to pursue perpetrators of vio-
lent acts” and warned that “a continued decline
in respect for religious freedom would present
a serious obstacle in US-Indian relations.”
The panel asked the US government to “press
India to allow official visits from government
agencies concerned with human rights, includ-
ing religious freedom.” It suggested that the
USA allocate funds for the promotion of educa-
tion on religious tolerance in India. "



Sinha confident of

end to US sanctlons

S Rajagopala L) \
Washington, May 1

CANDID THAT the post-Pokhran
IIsanctions are hurting US inter-
ests more than India’s, Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha is con-
fident that Washington will lift
the punitive measures soon.

Currently here for the IMF-
World Bank spring meetings,
Sinha said he had not raised the
subject when he met US Trea-
sury Secretary Paul O’Neill. It
was the latter who brought it up
in what Sinha feels is “an indica-
tion of the US’s keen desire to do
away with sanctions as quickly
as possible”. Lifting the sanc-
tions is the subject of an ongoing
review by the State Department.
Secretary of State Colin Powell
instituted the review in Febru-
ary shortly after the Senate con-
firmed his appointment.

At a Press conference, Sinha
was sanguine about the flow of
foreign direct investment to
India, despite the Enron episode,
commonly perceived as a damper
for prospective foreign investors.

Responding to a question,
Sinha said he had informed
(’Neill on his own about the
moves initiated for renegotiation
of the power pricing arrange-
ment between Enron’s Dabhol
Power Corporation and the
Maharashtra Government. “He
appeared satisfied with this.”

g

WA
INDIAPUTONUS SIIPEH
301 WATCHLIST

THE US has placed India, European
Union, Japan and 10 other coun-
tries on the "watchilist” of Super
301 and Special 301 provisions of
its trade Jaw for imposing "unfair”
trade barriers on American prod-
ucts or for violation of intellectual
property rights.

Detailed report on Page I3

“What India needs to do is to
create conditions where fresh
foreign investment will become
attractive,” Sinha said, adding
that implementation of his Bud-
get would give a push to invest-
ment, both domestic and foreign.

Asked about impact of slow-
down in the US economy on
India, he it was having “some
impact” on the export front and
the stock exchanges. India would
be affected by any slowdown in
the US and the European Union
as these countries were its major
export destinations.

The slowdown was having
some adverse effect on the Indian
bourses that moved in tandem
with the Nasdag, due to the great
weightage given to tech stocks.
Though the US had reported a 2
per cent growth in the first quar-
ter, Sinha felt the outlook contin-
ued to be “disappointing”.

Asked about India welcoming a
ew round of multilateral trade
thlks, Sinha said New Delhi had
nbt been opposed to the idea.
Hpwever, he made it clear that
India had not diluted its stand vis-
a-vis the agenda for a new round.

One of the issues affecting
India’s export efforts and those of
other developing countries was
the colossal order of agricultural
subsidies in the European Union.
One estimate put it at $ 400 mil-
lion. If the subsidies could be
slashed under a new trade round,
countries like India could benefit
greatly on the farm export front.

In reply to another question,
he said India would not encour-
age the World Bank and such
other institutions to directly deal
with State Governments for
clearance of projects, bypassing
the Centre. “Wherever we have
noticed a departure from accept-
ed practice, we have brought it to
the notice of the institution con-
cerned. I will be quite candid. We
will not encourage this practice.”

Sinha, who said on Sunday
that the rupees’ depreciation
against the dollar was not a
cause for .concern, sought to
debunk “Doomsday” pundits
who have been predicting that
the Indian currency will plum-
met to Rs 50 and below to the dol-
lar. “I have heard this talk for
three years, but nothing of th
sort has happened.”

THE HINDUSTAN TIME:
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ﬁnha asks US

to take on

global recession
e

S Rajagopalan /
Washington, April 29 f\{\,/] /’

FINANCE MINISTER Yashv{zaEt
Sinha today took the battle
against a possible global econom-
ic slowdown to the US doorstep,
urging Washington to pursue a
proactive policy that would sup-
port a transition to more sustain-
able growth rates.

“It’s incumbent among policy-
makers in the main currency
areas to actively support an order-
ly resolution of global imbal-
ances,” he said in his address to
the IMF-World Bank spring meet-
ing, held against the backdrop of
the looming slowdown. His mes-
sage was also directed at the other
big players: Japan and the EU.

He was critical of the denial of
market access and non-trade bar-
riers in developed countries and
said their removal would help
growth. Clearly enthused by the
certificate from the IMF, which
described India and China as
“sources of stability” amid the
current US-spawned slowdown,
Sinha urged the G-3 countries
(US, Japan and the EU) to coordi-
nate their structural policies and
correct global imbalances.
More for the road: Sinha has
requested the World Bank to
grant $1-1.,5 billion annually
against the eurrent $500-600 mil-

lion for the ambitious National
Highway Project. /




ﬂ\u)ws GROWTH RATE STABLE: IMF CHIEF

» Sinha for better

of‘?\>\

WASHINGTON, APRIL 28. The Union Finance Minister,
Mr. Yashwant Sinha, here to attend the Spring meet-
ings of the World Bank and the International Mone-
tary Fund, met the U.S. Treasury Secretary, Mr. Paul
O’Neill, on Friday. A range of issues, including the
intensification of economic ties between the two
countries, was discussed.

Ministers of the Group of 24 and the Group of
Seven industrialised countries are to meet later to-
day while on Sunday, the meeting of the Group of
Ten, as well as the session of the IMF’s International
Monetary and Financial Committee, will be held.
The World Bank development committee will meet
on Monday.

Mr. Sinha, during the next few days, will make a
statement to the International Financial and Mone-
tary Committee and to the Development Committee
of the World Bank besides participating in the meet-
ings of the Group of 24 and the Group of 20. He is
also expected to meet the World Bank president, Mr.
James Wolfensohn, and the IMF managing director,
Mr. Horst Kohler.

PTI, AP report:

Mr. Kohler said India’s economic growth was
“strong and stable” and this could go up to 8 per
cent or more with more structural reforms. “I am
indeed happy that growth is strong and stable in
China and India,” he said at a press conference.

“The issue of growth in India is, of course, an issue
of implementing the structural reforms. I think the
Indian Finance Minister, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, and
the Government are absolutely on the right track to
have defined structural reforms as the major vehicle
to lift up this growth rate of 5 to 6 per cent to, maybe,
8 per cent or even more.”

“More growth is geeded to find a decisive break-
through against peterty. So, I think the commitment
to reforms shold now be implemented into action
on a broad s€ale and I am sure the authorities know

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

ties with U.S.

about that and are ambitious for that,” Mr. Kohler
said.

Curbs on protesters

Dozens of police patrolled around metal barri-
cades and tactical units stood to ensure that there
are no protesters when the world finance leaders
meet. The barricades closed off a six- block area of
downtown surrounding the separate World Bank
and International Monetary Fund buildings, a minor
inconvenience on blocks with no tourist attractions.

Opponents of the financial institutions obtained
permits for a demonstration Sunday afternoon in
two small parks across the street from the World
Bank and IMF buildings. Organisers said they
planned no civil disobedience that would get them-
selves arrested. Promising a noisy demonstration
that will include puppets, music and street theater,

~

|
|
|
|

the protesters are demanding cancellation of poor |

countries’ debts to the institutions.

They seek an end to conditions the institutions
impose along with their loans, and blame the in-
stitutions for replacing free health and education
programmes with privately run operations that
charge user fees to the poor. Some of the organisa-
tions have run a campaign, with some success, to
convince unions, governments and private investors
to boycott World Bank bonds.

At New York, activists said the debt owed by the
world’s poorest countries was a major barrier to
fighting the AIDS pandemic and should be canceled
immediately. The plea by such people as economist,
Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, and rock star Bono, pointed out
that the international lending organisations have a
joint programme to reduce debt but have so far de-
clined to wipe the slates clean. “It is morally repre-
hensible for the developed world to continue to
demand repayment when we have a crisis on the
continent of Africa,” said Mr. Njongonkulu Ndu-
gane, Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa.

Package for Turkvkely: Page



Bush keen on India ties: Celeste

By AsHisH KUMAR SEN q?(ﬂ
San Francisco, April 26: The outgomg S ambas-
sador to New Delki, Mr Richard F. Celeste, is opti-
mistic that ties between India and the United States
of America will grow even closer under President
George W. Bush’s administration. “I think you will
find the new President to be as enthusiastic about
India as the President who appointed me to this job
was (Mr Clinton),” said Mr Celeste, adding, “And
certainly the government of India is eager to engage
with him.”

Ambassador Celeste made these comments before
leaving India to return to his home in the midwest-
ern state of Ohio. The Bush administration has
already named his replacement, Mr- Robert Black-
will, a retired career diplomat who is an expert on

nuclear proliferation issues.

Saying President Bush shared former Pre51dent
Bill Clintpn’s interest and enthusiasm for India, Mr
Celeste pointed out that the recent impromptu meet-
ing between Mr Bush and external affairs and
defence minister Jaswant Singh was an example of
this enthusiasm.

In areview of the positive growth in US-India rela-
tions over the past few years, a Voice of America
report noted that foreign policy analysts in both New
Delhi and Washington D.C. agreed that the “quick
selection” of an experienced and senior diplomat for
New Delhi, at a time “when many other ambassado-
rial posts remain unfilled,” was a sign that the Bush
administration con51dered New Delhi to be a “for-
eign policy priority.”

Mr Celeste was full of praise for the choice of his
successor, saying, “l am sure it was their (the admin-
istration) intention, to send a positive signal in this
direction... Not only the fact that they named Bob
Blackwill early but that he comes from a small
group of foreign policy insiders in this administra-
tion. I think that will serve not only the US interests,
but also serve India well as a result.”

Last month, announcing his decision to nominate
Mr Blackwill to replace Mr Celeste, President Bush
had said: “Bob Blackwill understands the important
place India holds in my foreign policy agenda, and
he will be an outstanding American ambass
India. He will bring a wealth of expertis
tion.”

THE ASIAN AGE
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A QUIETISH START
"\ X Indo-US relations under Bush :7@&

HRRK is now a strange quietness about Indo-US rela-
tions, bspecially after the noisy post-Pokhran quarrel and
the equAlly boisterous visit by Bill Clinton, but some positive
things ake happening. The current disposition of foreign
- policy forces in Washington is different from the one that
prevailed under Clinton. You have a vice-president and a
defence secretary who are essentially products of the Cold
War and may tend to think of India as a Russian ally, if only
by reflex action. Indeed, Rumsfeld did make critical remarks
about Russia supplying nuclear fuel to India, which obliged
foreign minister Jaswant Singh to point out that they were
covered by IAEA safeguards. There is a national security
advisor who is hawkish on Russia and China, but is
apparently well-disposed towards India. Secretary of State
Colin Powell is perceived as being a moderate — he didn’t
want to go to war against Saddam Hussein — and what looks
like a lack of enthusiasm may, in fact, be sobriety and
impartiality, which could suit India well. The overall effect of
their combined personalities on the American approach
towards India may be less rhetorie, cool perusal and concrete
steps. A good thing. The content of the relationship has also
undergone a change. There are no insuperable obstacles in
sight: the CTBT wasn't ratified by the US Congress, the
document is dead, at least for the time being; sanctions,
everyone agrees, will be lifted in the next six months.
Remains the question of where India stands in the new
American foreign policy perspective. Jaswant Singh'’s visit
' coincided with the American spy plane incident and the nece-
ssary contrasts were immediately established by some com-
" mentators in Washington. It is, however, unlikely that the
" US will either effect a dramatic shift in its overall policy of
engagement with China, there is too much money involved.
" Or that, Washington thinks India has the strength to coun-
terbalance China from a security point of view. Besides
which, the only subcontinental security issues that form a
part of the US’s geopolitical vision are a potential nuclear
standoff between India and Pakistan, terrorism and Afgha-
nistan. Which brings us to trade. There is the slowdown,
software exports are rising, but also the US market has
declined somewhat, Dabhol is going through another bitter
~ experience due to what many American businessmen would
consider renegade contractual behaviour on the part of the
state government and the US trade representative has
presented a rather unflattering report. These are problems
that are not going to go away because of deep-rooted political
and cultural reasons. India will have to wait before
Americans start taking the kind of interest that the Chinese
have earned for themselves in the last 20 years.
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Jaswant Singh’s visit to Washington has special significance

oy Singing in the bush
‘ DIPLOMACY :
K.P.NAYAR

wo things stand out about

Jaswant Singh’s visit to

Washington this month, the

first structured meeting be-

tween India and the new Re-
publican administration in the United
States. First, the minister completed his
talks in Washington and went, not back
to India but to Teheran, the one capital
which still sends a shiver down the spine
of every American official who is called
upon to deal with it.

Many Americans would like to see
Iran wiped off the face of the earth for
what the Iranians have done to the US
and for the way the Persians have stead-
fastly stood up to Uncle Sam for 22 years.
At any rate, anyone who is in charge in
Washington, never mind which party he
or she belongs to, wants to at least see the
ocean of chadors rolled back from
Teheran’s streets and the clerical robes
taken off the corridors of power in the
Tranian capital.

At a time when even some of the
world’s bigger powers are bending over
backwards to curry favour with the new
crop of men and women who have as-
sumed the levers of power in Washing-
ton, not many foreign ministers would
dare to go directly to Teheran after meet-
ing those who rule the US. It does not
matter whether Singh’s decision to fly to
Teheran from the US capital was an acci-
dent of timing-—the prime minister was
visiting Iran immediately thereafter —
or whether his flight plans were pro-
posed by some innocent airline booking
clerk in Balmer Lawrie — the company
which handles most of South Block’s
ticketing — who coordinated the same

- with his contact in th2 external affairs
minister’s office. The resilt was unex-
pected. It did not go unnoticed in Wash-
ington that the second most influential
member of the Indian council of minis-
ters after L.K. Advani had travelled from
the seat of the “Great Satan” — as the
Iranians still describe the US — to a
“rogue state” — the US description of
Iran — which is uncompromisingly in-
imicalto the US.

ington whose job it is to notice

such nuances — even when they
are unintended — conclude that whatev-
er the US may expect from India, timidi-
ty cannot be on that list of expectations.
There are few relationships for India in
which perceptions are as important as
substance, if not more. Indo-US rela-
tions count among those. In the last one
year, the perception has grown among
India’s friends and foes alike — not to
speak of an ever increasing number of
Indians — that relations between the
world’s only superpower and New Delhi
under a Bharatiya Janata Party dispen-
sation has become unequal after the glo-
rious defiance of US opinion by India in
exploding nuclear bombs in 1998.

South Block’s mealy-mouthed reac-
tion to events in Kosovo, the articulation
of its stand on National Missile Defence
and the slow, but unmistakable, effort at
the United Nations not to offend US sen-
sibilities all contributed to this percep-
tion. But nothing strengthened this view

The decision made those in Wash-

more than Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s decision last year not to go to
Havana for the Group of 77 summit. The
summit, which was impressive, belying
the US’s expectations, took place soon
after Bill Clinton’s presidential foray
into India.

Even if the truth may well have been
different, it was widely believed in India
and abroad that Vajpayee had decided to

avoid Havana lest a trip there to be
hugged by Fidel Castro soon after the
Clinton bonhomie be misunderstood in
Washington. As if to add insult to injury,
Vajpayee’s diplomat-in-chief, Jaswant
Singh, too chose to skip Havana even
though only days before the summit,
Singh was in nearby Cartagena. Castro
had to be satisfied with the presence of
the human resources development min-
ister, Murli Manohar Joshi, who valiant-
ly articulated the Indian stand as best as
he could in Cold War rhetoric designed

to please the G-77 and Cuba’s ageing”

communist patriarch.

It was a mistake on the part of Vaj-
payee not to have travelled to Havana
last year. The participation of General
Pervez Musharraf in the Havana sum-
mit did more to legitimize his dictator-
ship than all the efforts by Islamabad till
then to win de facto recognition for the
military putsch against Nawaz Sharif.
This, at a time when India was still refer-
ring to Sharif as the “prime minister of
Pakistan”.

Musharraf made deep inroads into
some of India’s traditional constituen-
cies at the Havana summit. But what
was more regrettable about Vajpayee’s

THE TELEGRAPH

absence was that he lost a valuable op-
portunity to interact with a whole new
generation of third world leaders in Ha-
vana, men who had come to power in
various countries during the years
when India was hobbling from one Unit-
ed Front government to another, men
who had few contacts with India as
heads of state or government.

By travelling to Iran from the US this

‘ By travelling to Iran
from the US, Singh dis-
pelled the notion that New
Delhi’s other friendships
were hostage to India’s

ties with Washington ,

- ]
month, the external affairs minister dis-
pelied the strong and widely prevalent
notion that Indo-US ties had made many
of New Delhi’s other friendships
hostage to the bonhomie with Washing-
tfon. If there is less skepticism, doubt or
suspicion about South Block’s initia-
tives involving the US in the coming
months, it will be, in alarge measure, be-
cause of the assuaging images of
Jaswant Singh landing in Teheran
straight after his talks in Washington.

It is true that many of those in India
who shout “Yankee, go home” may add
in a subdued tone, “But please take me
with you”. That does not, however, di-
minish the political power of that slogan
and its appeal, just below the surface.

s
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The second element which stands out
about Singh’s visit to Washington is the
wholesome praise he sought to heap on
president George W. Bush. “I was impre-
ssed by the grasp which president Bush
had of the totality of Indo-US relations”,
Singh said at a press conference at the
end of his meetings in Washington.

est readers in India should miss

I the significance of this statement,
it is necessary to explain what it
implies in the context of today’s Wash-
ington. Here is a Republican president
in the White House with a short political

" career, very little experience of foreign

policy, hardly any foreign travel to his
credit, and to top it all, very poor Eng-
lish. Nothing upsets the Bush White
House staff as the media’s constant jibes
about the president’s poor grammar and
articulation and insinuations about his
inability to be on top of any situation. It
does not help either that the president
frankly admits that he was exercising in
the gym, but his vice president, Dick Ch-
eney, was working when there was a
shooting incident in the White House
the other day shortly before noon. Or
that ithas become public knowledge that
on the president’s first visit abroad — to
Mexico — he went to see the mother of
the Mexican president, Vincente Fox, be-
cause she stayed on a ranch and Bush
could not resist staying away from a
ranch, his favourite location in Texas,
which he misses in Washington. .

Later, Singh went further in inter-
views he gave in Washington: “I think a
great many things that are being said
about President Bush are completely un-
true. He is 2 marvellous person”. That
was more than what Tony Blair, prime
minister of Britain, with whom the US
has a special relationship, was willing to
say in defence of the president. In fact,
on Blair’s trip to the White House — the
first full-fledged foreign visit after the
Republican takeover — the British
prime minister was ill at ease in public
with the new US president and made it
clear, perhaps unintentionally, that he
neither understood nor shared Bush’s©
jokes at their joint appearances in Wash-
ington.

Singh did not just praise president
Bush. He paid a tribute to the US’s ruling
dynasty when he told the president that
it was under the presidency of Bush Se-
nior, between 1988 and ‘92, that Indo-US
ties actually got off the ground. And he
touched a chord in the president’s heart
when he said: “Now you have the oppor-
tunity to transform the relationship for-
ever”. When Singh spoke those words,
Bush invited the Indian minister into

-

-the Oval office surprising his own senior

staff who had kept a chair for him in the
Roosevelt Room, where he was to have
had a brief chat with the visitor from
New Delhi.

ingh has set the stage for a season

of good relations with the new ad-

ministration in Washington. The
rest now depends on what follow ups
the people down the line on both sides
can arrange to turn Singh’s vision into
reality. -




Shadows on Indo-US ties

The outlook for Indo-US relations has turned markedly sour in the last few
¢ S" months, argues Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar
\/

XTERNAL affairs minister
E Jaswant Singh has visited the

United States of America,
held an unscheduled meeting with
President George W Bush, and
returned home exuding confidence
about the future of Indo-US rela-
tions. In fact, the outlook for Indo-
US ties has turned markedly sour
in the last few months. The reasons

! have nothing to do with diploma-

¢y and everything to do with eco-
nomics.

First, demand for Indian software
professionals in the US has suddenly
collapsed. Second, the Enron fias-
co will discourage future US invest-
ment in Indian infrastruc-
ture. Third, the growing
chance of a global recession
may induce foreign portfo-
lio investors to pull out of
all emerging markets,
including India.

The new Indian ambas-
sador in Washington, Lalit
Mansingh, said on taking
charge that Indo-US ties
were stronger than ever
today. True, but this
improvement has been
based mainly on closer
business relations, and
above all on the prospect of
India becoming a major
technology partner of US.
Alas, this is now in jeopardy.

At the political level, India
and Pakistan hardly matter
to US policymakers, whose
knowledge of the region is skin-
deep. Gary Ackerman of the India
Caucus once joked that most mem-
bers of Congress believed that
Indiapakistan was a single word.
Jesse Helms, head of the Senate
Foreign Relations Comimnittee, once
repeatedly referred to Benazir
Bhutto as prime minister of India.

The nuclear explosions of 1998
brought India onto the US political
radar screen. After initial US out-
rage and imposition of sanctions,
the two countries have more or less
restored normal relations. Some
minor sanctions remain, and non-
proliferation remains a US concern.
But the Strobe Talbot-Jaswant Singh
talks have repaired the diplomatic
rupture, as proved by the visits of
President Clinton to India and Prime
Minister Vajpayee to the US.

However, the virtual end of sanc-
tions does not mean the creation of
important common ground at the
politica} level. With the nudlear issue
receding tb the background, the US
ig'dfice again losing political inter-

est in India. There remains signifi-
cant interest in India as an economic
partner, but that is precisely where
recent news has been very bad.
Till recently, the US had an insa-
tiable appetite for Indian software
professionals. It expanded H1-B
visas for visiting professionals from
65,000 per year to 100,000 per year
and then to 195,000 per year for
three years starting 2001. Indian
professionals seemed set to storm
many US citadels of brainpower.
But the whole technology sector
in the US has collapsed in the last
few months. Stock market prices
have crashed, and orders for both

BONNY THOMAS

hardware and software have
suddenly dried up. So, far from
needing fresh Indian profession-
als, existing Indian visa-holders are
being fired in Silicon valley and
returning home. Long-term soft-
ware prospects are still good,
though last year’s euphoria will not
return.

US foreign direct investment (FDI)
has also suffered a blow with the
Maharashtra government reneging
on its deal with the Dabhol Power
Corporation. This is by far the
biggest foreign investment in India,
worth $2.8 billion. Maharashtra
complains that the power supplied
by Dabhol is much too expensive
to be affordable. But foreign
investors expect any country
respecting the rule of law to hon-
our contracts, taking the rough with
the smooth. After all, India does not
bail out foreign investors who have
Jost piles of money, so those who
strike gold expect to keep their
windfall.

The Dabhol deal has already been
renegotiated once Asking for asec-
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ond renegotiation shows dedrly that
Indian politicians do not bejeve in
the sanctity of contract. Somé years
ago, when a Chinese mayor can- |
celled a licence for McDonalds, there
was much talk of how India had an
advantage over China in the rule of
law. Dabhol shows that India is as
bad as China.

Bankrupt governments have
reneged on power deals in coun-
tries like Indonesia and Pakistan.
This is one reason why Dabhol is
viewed by most foreign investors as
an exception. However, changing
rules midstream is equally evident
in telecom. Cellular operators are
up in arms against
the government’s
proposal to allow
basic telephone
companies to pro-
vide limited mobile
services too. AT&T,
which runs a cellu-
lar company in col-
laboration with the
Birla and Tata
groups, is likely to .
pull out of India
altogether if limited
mobility becomes
official policy. Here
again, the damage
to India’s image
may be limited.
Cellular companies
were saved from
bankruptcy when
the rules were changed to let them
migrate from licence fees to revenue
sharing. So they cannot expect too
much sympathy when hit by a sec-
ond set of changes that are disad-
vantageous. Still, India’s attraction
for FDI, never strong, will become
even weaker.

US companies which once
dreamed of selling goods to an
Indian middle class of 250 million
have burned their fingers. Investors
in infrastructure have burned their
fingers too. Finally, foreign portfo-
lio investors have mostly suffered
losses since entering after 1993. The
Bombay Sensex today is two-thirds
of its peak-1992 level. Indian soft-
ware once seemed a fabulous
prospect for FlIs, but stock market
prices have crashed by up to 95 per
cent. FIIs have been net investors
despite the crash. But if a global
recession now occurs, they could
start pulling out.

So, the prospects for Indo-US rela-
tions have dimmed. And, unlike the
nudear stand-off, this time diplo-
magy cannot fepair the damagy
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 17. Khe U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia,
Mr. Alan Eastham, arkived here this evening from Pakistan for consulta-
tions with the Government.

He is expected to call on the Foreign Secretary, Ms. Chokila lyer,
; tomorrow and interact with other officials in the Ministry of External
Affairs. This'tound of Indo-U.S. talks at the functional level tomorrow
follows the successful visit to the United States by the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, earlier this month.

Mr. Singh had interacted with the new administration at the highest
political level. He had an unscheduled session with the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, and a substantive engagement with the top guns of

! his national security team.

Mr. Eastham'’s visit would facilitate a discussion of specific mile-
stones on the road map for a more intensive bilateral relationship that
was agreed during Mr. Singh'’s visit. The Indo-U.S. engagement at all
levels is expected to sustain the current momentum in the relationship.

Mr. Eastham is also expected to use his visit, first by an American
official to the region since the Bush administration took charge in
January, for an internal review of the situation in the subcontinent with
the U.S. embassies in Pakistan and India.

A career diplomat and one of the leading South Asia hands at the
State Department, Mr. Eastham was the political counsellor at the Em-
bassy here in the mid-1990s and moved on to Islamabad as the Deputy
Chief of the U.S. mission there. He returned to Washington as the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the South Asia Bureau.

| g pon L&l

-




~~ _The Indo-U.S. engagement
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ASHINGTON  COULD  not

have been unaware of the

problem created for the coali-

tion Government in New Del-
hi by the Tehelka expose, but did not let it
cast a shadow over the first formal con-
tacts between it and the new administra-
tion. The discussions of the External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, earlier
this month — in particular, the gesture of
the U.S. President, Mr. George W. Bush, in
providing a chance opportunity for infor-
mal talks — spoke of the importance at-
tached to India and its role. Mr. Jaswant
Singh’s interaction with the U.S. Secretary
of State, Gen. Colin Powell, covered a wide
range of issues, but economic matters fig-
ured at greater length. It was pragmatism
all the way — a significant pointer to how
the Bush Administration intended to deal
with India.

It becomes necessary for New Delhi, in
its own interest, to reciprocate in kind.
That seemed to have been India’s ap-
proach in the first few days after the
change of guard in Washington. India
played it cool in the face of off-the-cuff
statements from Washington virtually
clubbing it with those regarded by the U.S.
as rogue states, and objecting to Russia’s
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nucle-
ar energy. As regards the American air at-
tacks on lIraq, India did express its
disapproval but was far from strident. In
the past, during the Clinton era, New Delhi
did not evince any special interest in the
talk of a strategic triangle, with Russia and
China, loosely mooted from time to time.
In any case, none of these countries offi-
cially blessed the idea. New Delhi made
conscious efforts not to convey the im-
pression of a gang-up.

Mr. Jaswant Singh’s visit coinsided with
a chilly spell in U.S.- China ties. This led to
speculation, seeking to invest the Wash-
ington parleys with a new significance.
Even otherwise, in the past, efforts to ex-
pand India-U.S. ties were linked with the
China factor, with Washington seen as
seeking to build India as a counterbalance.
Beijing seemed to give credence to this
talk, as was evident from the fanciful sto-
ries emanating from there. Both India and
the U.S. felt compelled to take note of this.
Gen. Powell pointedly addressed this point
— he was emphatic that the U.S. bid to
strengthen relationship with India was im-
portant on its own and was not to be seen
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By By K. K. Katyal

On balance, one could take an optimistic view but

Indian diplomacy will need to play a creative,
imaginative role in this exciting phase.

as a reaction to Washington’s dealings
with any other country. (But despite the
disclaimer, did the U.S. want to convey a
message to China?). The Indian side, too,
was keen to dispel that notion and, as

such, was happy at the American clarifica- -

tion. As Mr. Jaswant Singh put it, India-
U.S. ties were not hyphenated with rela-
tions with China or Pakistan.

The purpose of his American mission
was limited — to establish contacts with
key persons of the new administration at a
time when its world view was evolving and
to dispel possible misgivings about India
which, if not corrected, could serve as a
negative input. Viewed in this context, the
External Affairs Minister was entitled to
claim success. But it was not intended to
be an occasion for in-depth, substantive
discussions on any issue, be it security,
non-proliferation, trade and economic re-
lations, political matters. The reports giv-
ing details of the two sides having
succeeded in reconciling their positions
are, therefore, to be discounted.

The new administration reaffirmed the
schedule of the institutional dialogue,
worked out in the past. As a matter of fact,
the meetings of the working groups — on
counter-terrorism, U.N. peace-keeping
operations — are due to be held in the next
two months, as per the earlier time-table.
The foreign office consultations, too, are to
be conducted as scheduled. As was intend-
ed, this process will cover a dialogue on
Asian security.

Nuclear non-proliferation (and security)
figured only briefly in the Washington con-
versations. This is not to be taken as a sign
of dilution of the U.S. commitment on this
issue. The new administration may have
no use for the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), but it remains firm in its
resolve to check the spread of weapons of
mass destruction, and specific exhorta-
tions from it may not be ruled out. The two
Governments will continue their substan-
tive dialogue on these subjegts with high-
er-level participation from the U.S. side.
Mr. Jaswant Singh, who had been talking
to the Deputy Secretary of State, Mr.
Strobe Talbott, in the past, will now be en-

gaged with Gen. Powell. The two of them,
in any case, are to conduct structured dis-
cussions on foreign policy as envisaged in
the architecture of dialogue.

When after Pokhran-1I he began his talks
with Mr. Talbott, Mr. Jaswant Singh was
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission. After becoming External Affairs
Minister, he offered to keep up the ar-
rangement. This concern for continuity
rather than obsession with protocol went
well with the U.S. State Department bu-
reaucracy then. In the new context, Gen.
Powell readily agreed to the change in the
modality. While not going into details, Mr.
Jaswant Singh explained the rationale of
the nuclear policy — that it was anchored
in India’s security concerns and was not to
be seen as a case of proliferation. He used
the opportunity to reiterate the commit-
ment to the moratorium on nuclear tests
undertaken unilaterally.

The CTBT was one of the four issues of
the inconclusive Singh-Talbott diglogue.
Whether the Bush administrationl treats
the moratorium as a de facto CTBT (it, in
any case, takes a dim view of the treaty)
and refrains from its de jure acceptance is
to be seen. The other three issues are: In-
dia’s defence posture or its plan for a mini-
mum credible deterrent, control over
export of sensitive items and stoppage of
the production of fissile material.

The issue of sanctions, too, was taken up
briefly at the instance of the U.S. side. To
quote the State Department spokesman,
“‘at Secretary Powell’s invitation — be-
cause the Indian Foreign Minister said he
does not normally raise this as one of his
topics — they talked a bit about the sanc-
tions and the effects.” Mr. Jaswant Singh
explained that the sanctions had not af-
fected the economy, with the growth rate
at 6 per cent and exports registering an
increase.

The U.S., it was clear, intended to ‘under-
take a review of the sanctions soon and, till
then, it would remain a subject of spec-
ulation. At present, the embargoes are in
place in three main areas — one, high-
level defence contacts, two, lendings by
multilateral financial institutions such as

the IMF, and three, dealings with listed In-
dian entities. In the first case, a significant
relaxation was evident on the occasion of
Mr. Jaswant Singh's visit to the Pentagon
and his talks with the Defence Secretary,
Mr. Donald Rumsfeld — a guard of honour
was planned though it did not materialise
because of rain -— and their discussions
covered ways to enhance defence cooper-
ation and interaction at various levels. The
embargo on *“‘high-level defence contacts”
was far from their mind.

In the other two cases, however, any op-
timism will be premature. The official U.S.
position is that “‘we have our laws and we
intend to follow our laws.” The domestic
legislation provides both for embargo and
waiver and the administration can choose.
On the IMF lending to India, the U.S. had
relaxed its tough line only in a few cases
involving humanitarian projects. And the
list of the Indian entities on which there
was ban on dealings with the U.S. contin-
ued to be large.

There was a closer focus on the econom-
ic relationship in Mr. Jaswant Singh's talks
with Gen. Powell. According to the U.S.
State Department version, they discussed
a ‘‘number of trade and investment sit-
uations,” “‘the very positive areas where
things have grown” as also “‘some of the
investment climate issues in India that
might be impediments” and *‘some of the
specific cases of company problems, dis-
putes that had arisen and seemed to hold
back other investors.” An obvious refer-
ence to bureaucratic delays and problems
of the type posed by Enron. The effect of
the sanctions on the trade between the two
countries was considered too. The U.S.
side could not but have found weight in
the Indian view that the sanctions had af-
fected the trade interests of American
firms.

What is particularly significant is that
the new administration affirmed the U.S.
interest in India. As the National Security
Adviser, Ms. Condoleeza Rice, noted, India
was a factor in Asian peace and security.
Also, the U.S. seemed to recognise New
Delhi's role in security of the Indian ocean.
As against that there are quite a few con-
flicts of interest, disagreements on issues
regarded fundamental by the two sides.
On balance, one could take an optimistic
view but Indian diplomacy will need to
play a creative, imaginative role in this ex-

citing phase. /
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T IS difficult for the BJP-led

Government in New Delhi to see

how it could have it better in the

realm of India’s evolving foreign
policy with the United States, and that
too with a new Republican
administration. Washington in the last
two months may have said all that
New Delhi wanted to hear, and
perhaps even more.

If officials in New Delhi and Indian
diplomats in Washington are in the
clouds, there are reasons for it. The
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, did not just walk into the White
House for a meeting with the National
Security Adviser, Dr. Condoleeza Rice.
That meeting was happily
“interrupted” by the President, Mr..
George W. Bush, who then escorted
Mr. Singh to the Oval Office for a 40-
minute meeting on subjects ranging
from the bilateral to the regional to
the Kyoto Treaty. Al in all, it was a
50-minute White House event, passed
off in some quarters as unexpected
and in others as carefully planned. Mr.
Singh came away ‘“‘very impressed” by
the grasp Mr. Bush had of the totality
of India-U.S. relations and of India’s
regional role. :

It certainly was something more
than“what the White House -
spokesman had to say — he saw it as
nothing more than an exchange of
pleasantries with the main meeting of
Mr. Singh being with Dr. Rice. The
local media top had very little to say,
either about the significance of Mr.
Singh'’s trip or the substance of his
talks with the President downwards.

The giddiness of the Indian officials
stems from the thinking that the
Singh-Bush meeting has been so
substantive that it actually sets the
parameters for future and certainly
enhanced cooperation between India
and the U.S. In taking Mr. Singh to

the Qval Office, the President has not |

set a precedent for future trips of
functionaries from India. Rather, there
are messages in Mr. Bush’s gesture,
and not just to India.

Indian officials and diplomats brush
aside the notion of linkages or
“hypenations” with respect to India
and others in the Asia Pacific. But the
fact remains that American foreign
policy does not operate in a vacuum,

.. neither is it devoid of linkages. And
" Republican administrations are known

7/to run coherent foreign policy only

when accompanied by ideology and a
strong identification of interests.
Further in this town there is nothing
called a “free lunch”. .

. It is very tempting for some to look
at Mr. Singh’s visit to Washington —
primarily a get-acquainted session
with the top batters of the Bush
foreign policy team — in isolation
from what has been going on in the

o

long shadow

U.S. itself since the new Republican
Administration positioned itself. And,
in the realm of foreign policy, the
domestic compulsion is to turn the
screws on Russia and China, among
others. The message being conveyed
not only directly, but in indirect terms
as well.

When the White House announced
the intention to nominate Mr. Robert
Blackwill as Ambassador to India,
there was euphoria in India in the
sense that the academic at Harvard
University was seen as very close to
the President and his National
Security Adviser. More than this, it
was the timing — the Bush White ~
House had identified a top envoy for
India very soon even as other top
Ambassadors were yet to be named.

In all the noise over Mr. Blackwill’s
nomination, there are two things,
generally glossed over, that need to be
kept in mind: the announcement
came when China’s Vice-Premier, Mr.
Qian Qichen, was on a visit to the
U.S., and, Mr. Blackwill is more of a
China-hand with little specialisation in

For all the arguments by
Indian officials on the
need to see Mr. Jaswant
Singh’s Washington visit
on its own merits, there is
no getting away from the
Beijing angle, says
Sridhar Krishnaswami.

India or South Asia. That Mr. Blackwill
is a “quick reader” with a fine mind
and would therefore catch on to India
fast is besides the point.

The nomination of ‘Mz Blackwill as
Ambassador to India had a message as
much for New Delhi as for Beijing.
And never mind the fact that the right
wing Republicans see in Mr. Blackwill
a “softy”” on China who had tried to
whittle down the party platform on
the East Asian country at the time of
the GOP convention in Philadelphia
last year. :

The same “‘connection” could be -
made for Mr. Singh’s Oval Office
meeting with Mr. Bush. The President,
by design, would have dropped by at

the meeting between Dr. Rice and Mr.

Singh; but a legitimate question can
be raised as to whether the President
would have had such a lengthy
meeting with the Indian Minister in
the absence of a crisis over spy planes
with China. Here again, a message to
both New Delhi and Beijing.

In fact, at the National Security /

Council level, the Bush administration
had delinked South Asia from the-

2
Near East; and has now one senior
official dealing with the Asia Pacific
that includes China and India. This
undoubtedly has raised the profile of
India, although there have been
apprehensions expressed whether the
State Department too is thinking along
such lines.

When a Member of Congress
recently expressed reservations against

doing away with the South Asia
bureau and merging it elsewhere —
say, in the East Asia/Pacific or Central
Asia — the Secretary of State, Gen.
Colin Powell, clearly said that while he
was not doing it in the present ’
instance, he had not said the last -
word on the subject. Obviously there
are many who feel that their so-called
influence and importance is at stake if
the South Asia Bureau in the State .
Department is folded up or merged.

The argument has been made by
Indian diplomats that senior members
of the Bush administration have
pointedly said that the relationship -
with India stands, by itself; and that
there are no hyphens in the way, -

e

\

Washington is going to pursue ties
with India. As a matter of fact, if there
was a time New Delhi was adaman
that the U.S. should get away from h
India-Pakistan routine, now the plea
will be to stay away from the India-
China aspect of America’s policy with
respect to India.

For all the arguments by Indian
officials on the need to see Mr.

3]

Gen. Colin Powell and Mr. Jaswant Singh... looking to firm up bitatersl ties.

Jaswant Singh’s visit to the U.S. on its
own merits, there is no getting away
from the Beijing angle. It is not that

. the Bush administration is raking up

., 0ld memories of the “containment” .
strategy and is now thinking of using
India to achieve its larger strategic
regional goals.

Rather it is in a deliberate strategy
of somehow trying to convince Beijing
that there is something “extra” in
Washington’s relationship with New
Delhi that in the process is meant to
keep China uncomfortable. It is a
game but one that needs a level of
sophistication on the part of India if
its own larger regional and global
objectives are to be served.

visit to the United States last

week, the External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, has set
the stage for the next act in the
unfolding saga of Indo-U.S. relations.
He has won an agreement for a
positive story line from the new cast
of characters on the American side.

IN HIS brief but intense one day

The big new idea is about crafting
an alliance between New Delhi and
Washington. However, the skeletal
idea of strategic cooperation between
the two nations would require a great
deal of fleshing out. At the moment

the proposed alliance is but an
agreed thought; a lot of diplomatic
work lies ahead before the idea is
translated into reality.

Mr. Singh travelled to the U.S. with
two basic objectives — one was to
find out if the Bush Administration
was willing to sustain the American
enthusiasm for India generated in the
final year of the Clinton presidency.
The other was to explore the
prospects for raising the relationship
to a higher level.

On the first, there was a clear
commitment from the U.S. President,
Mr. George W. Bush, that he wants to

build on the recent gains in Indo-U.S.

relations. On the second, all the

signals from the new American
leadership are positive. The most
important signal from Washington
was that it might be ready to work on
one huge missing link in the
expanding Indo-U.S. relations —
military cooperation. Is an alliance,
then, between India and the U.S. on
the cards?

Two and a half years ago, following
theé nuclear tests of May 1998, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, surprised his audiences in
the U.S. by declaring just that. When
Mr. Vajpayee went to the U.S. again,
American scepticism about the idea
of an alliance with India, was yielding
place to a mild interest.

Unlike the Clinton Administration
which focussed on global
multilateralism to promote American
interests, the Bush Administration is
oriented toward the realpolitik of
alliances. The indications during Mr.
Jaswant Singh’s visit are that the
Bush Administration might be willing
to run with the idea of a natural
alliance between India and the U.S.

As Mr. Bush’s National Securi
Adviser, Ms. Condoleezza Rice, told
Mr. Singh, India has now earned its
place at the table of giobal powers.
This is a big shift from the Clinton

A lot of diplomatic work
lies ahead before the idea
of strategic cooperation
between India and the
U.S. is translated into
reality, writes
C. Raja Mohan.

Administration’s view that perceived
India in the narrow of prism of the
Subcontinent.

The past policy focus in
Washington was limited to issues
arising out of the tensions between
India and Pakistan. The U.S. may
now be ready to engage India within
the larger framework of a global
balance of power.

An alliance implies a set of political
interests between two powers. It is
not difficult to define that set. Among
the converging interests between
India and the U.S. are: the
maintenance of peace in the Indian
Ocean, ensuring the free flow of oil
from the Persian Gulf at reasonable
prices, the safeguarding of sealanes
in the region, prevention of the
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and the preservation of a
stable balance of power in Asia.

Military cooperation to pursue
common interests is the other
defining element of any alliance
between two or more great powers.
But there is hardly any between India
and the U.S. Repeated attempts in
the 1990s at building military

4 Crafting an alliance

/" India, the U.S. and China’s N

interaction after the Cold War |
spluttered. And after May 1998, the
U.S. imposed sanctions against
defence ties with India, including on
high-level contacts between the two
military establishments.

But in receiving Mr. Singh, who is
also the Defence Minister, with full
protocol at the Pentagon, the U.S.
Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, was signalling that
Washington will not let the sanctions
come in the way of a more intensive
military engagement with New Delhi.

India wants more than an
interaction between the two services
that has been announced; it will be
looking for more strategic discussions
between the two security
establishments at the civilian level as
well as therenewal of transfer of
defence technologies from the U.S.

Meanwhile, the Indian Cabinet is
likely to clear the long-delayed
General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA)
with the U.S. Will a prospective Indo-
U.S. alliance be targeted against

_.China? The answer is no. Mr. Singh

has clarified that India wants its
relationship with the U.S. to stand on
its own merit. Just as New Delhi has
objected to being treated as a
Siamese twin of Pakistan all these
years, it will not want its American
connection to be predicated on the
ups and downs of Sino-U.S. relations.

At any rate, despite the latest
tensions, relations between
Washington and Beijing are deeper
and wider than either Indo-U.S. ties
or the Sino-Indian equation. India is
determined to improve its relations
with both the U.S. and China.

Even as it seeks to expand military
cooperation with the U.S.,, it will
remain focussed on solving its many
bilateral problems with China.

Neither India nor the U.S. would
want to build an exclusive military
alliance targeted against a third
country. The new military
cooperation between New Dethi and
Washington will be part of a multiple
engagement among all the major
powers in Asia- Pacific region. In East
and South East Asia it will be integral
4o promoting a credible balance of
power within the region. In the
Persian Gulf, the military interaction
would be about building a coalition
of regional actors and great powers
to promote energy security.

Those in India looking for an Indo-
U.S. alliance targeted at third
countries such as China might be
disappointed. Besides it is important
to remember that the military
engagement between the two
countries is starting from a very low
base. It will be a while before the two
military establishments develop
institutional familiarity and a
strategic culture of effectively working
together to achieve common

objectives. ' ’
"
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%zdza US draw up packed

diplomatic itinerary .

Saurabh Shukla \)\ \’

THE SOUTH Block and the White
House are exchanging green sig-
nals about a new strategic rela-
tionship between the US and India.
A packed bilateral diplomatic
itinerary ‘has been drawn up.
Especially since the US ambas-
sador, Richard Celeste, has indicat-
ed that sanctions will be tossed
aside in the next three to
six months.

The coming flurry of visits will
firm up New Delhi's engagement
with the Bush administration.
While in Washington, Foreign
Minister Jaswant Singh invited
not only President George W. Bush
to India, but also Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of
State Colin Powell and National
Security Advisor Condoleezza
Rice. All of them accepted the invi-
tation, though no dates have been
fixed. However, a series of back
and forth visits lower down the
official hierarchy are expected to
take the agenda forward.

From Washington, acting US
Asst Secy of State for S. Asia Allan

Eastham will be in New Delhi for
bilateral consuitations on April 17,
There will be further parleys when
Foreign Secretary Chokila Iyer is
in Washington in May Iyer is
expected to have detailed talks on
the broader question of Asian
security with her US interlocutors.
India and Washington share a
common view that India's Nicobar
islands are an important strategic
chokepoint for Southeast Asia.
The sentiment in South Block is
that India needs to take a more
active role in Southeast Asia, US
has specifically been concerned at
developments in Indonesia, espe-
cially the province of Aceh, which
borders the Bay of Bengal. The US
believes it can work with India in
ensuring stability in the region. -
In June, there will be a meeting
of the Joint Working Group on
Counter Terrorism. The two sides
will review developments in
Afghanistan  following the
Bamiyan incidents and formalise
intelligence gathering and sharing
at an advanced level. This will be
followed by a bilateral meeting to
discuss UN peacekeeping and UN

reforms i\ New York City.

Another development is the lay-
ing of the groundwork for Indo-US
defence cooperation, held in
abeyance following the Pokhran
nuclear tests.

This is expected to make a
headstart with a meeting between
the US Defence Secretary and
the Indian Defence Minister, an
event scheduled to become an
annual affair, Sources say Rums-
feld may visit India at the end of
this year to start the formal
defence dialogue.

It was agreed during Jaswant
Singh's visit to the Pentagon that
the two sides would forge an active
defence relationship, built on
shared security concerns. As
starters, there will be a trip by the
chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of
Staff to India.

The only obstacle: India's
Defence Ministry has vyet to offi-
cially announce the name of the
Indian Chief of Defence Staff. The
Ministry has already started

groundwork for visits by seryicdes .

chiefs for interactions wi
US counterparts.
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= Singhiné Bush’s Praise

being the first person in 54 years to
hold both the external affairs and
defence portfolios in the Indian
cabinet, prime ministers excluded.
His recent visit to Washington was
watched keenly: What kind of
reception would he get from the
Bush dispensation after the warm
relationship India had in the final
year of the Clinton presidency?
Singh spoke to Washington corre-
spondent Chidanand Rajghatta
in his Watergate Suite overlooking
the Potomac River:

WASHINGTON: Jaswant Sing
holds the unique distinction of

Tell us first about your meeting with
President Bush.

I was sitting with national securi-
ty advisor Condoleeza Rice in the
Roosevelt room when he looked in
and said, “hello”. We exchanged
greetings and I gave him a letter
from the prime minister. He said,
“Why sit here, let’s go into the
Oval Office”.

That wasn’t part of the script, was it?
What exactly did you both
taik about?

Obviously, I cannot reveal privi-

today, with the end of Cold War,
there absolutely has to be a re-eval-
uation of all the fixed points of as-
sessment. The challenges to US se-
curity in today and tomorrow’s
world are no longer coming from
the Cold War. If it is no longer the

. Cold War, then what are we talking

about? The US has an institution-
alised way of looking into these
things and they are coming to the
same conclusion as we have.
Which you are saying is fundamen-
talist extremism and terrorism.

There is now a very interesting
coincidence of India’s national in-
terest and the security of the US.
Therefore, the essence of statecraft,
of management of relationship, is to
find that confluence of national in-
terests. The prime minister used the
phrase, natural allies. How to con-
vert this reality of interests into
an alliance of interests is the task
before us.
But there are many who feel
Indo-US ties are still bedevilled
by differences.

Of course, there are and there
will be differences. But the chal-
lenge is not to let the relations

It was an honour for India.

If there is, indeed, a much better un-
derstanding and appreciation of
India in the US now, what has
brought this about?

We have had a lot of thoughtful
discussions. For a long time, India
has not been seen in its true dimen-
sions. How many people know that
Indonesia is only 65 miles from the
southernmost Indian island? Or
that but for PoK, Tajikistan is just 27
miles from India. That we had a bor-
der with Iran in 19477 Or that the
legal tender of Kuwait till 1938 was
the rupee? So when we talk about
Indonesia or central Asia or the
Gulf, it is because of our interest
and our sphere of influence.

And you think the Americans are
beginning to accept this?

These are not lessons in geopoli-
tics. These are facts.

Is there an understanding of the
Kashmir issue in the same context?

I believe there is much greater
comprehension of what Kashmir is
all about. It is not a territorial dis-
pute. It is a conflict between
denominational nationalism and
civic nationalism. Many American
leaders now understand

leged conversation. He

walked me out to the veran-
dah. We talked some busi-
ness there. And then he said
let’s go in (to the Oval
Office) and sit down.
What did you think of him?
He is a marvellous per-
son. I think great many
things that are being said
about President Bush are |<2%)
completely untrue. It was a |
very rewarding meeting that

¢¢ He is a marvellous per-
son. I think great many
things that are being said
about President Bush are
completely untrue... There

it. Many people ask me
what have we achieved
in our 8-10 rounds of talks
with the US. 1 think we have
made many of these things
understood.

|3 relations. 95

To come back to the presi-

_is clear determination dent, was he clued in all

2 on the part of President  these issues? What did he
|5 Bush to further Indo-US ik about?

) It is a completely

mistaken notion that he

set the tone for the rest of
the events of the day. There was so
many things going on in Washing-
ton that day — the vote going on in
the Senate on the Tax Cut Bili, the
China situation...but he still found
time to talk to us.

Do you see a smooth transition from
the Clinton administration to the
Bush regime in Indo-US relations?

I don’t just see a smooth transi-
tion, it’s much more. There is clear
determination on the part of Presi-
dent Bush and his admunistration to
go faster and very much further for-
ward in terms of Indo-US relations.
Now, how much is China a factor in
Indo-US relations? Did you discuss
that? Everyone is talking about the
timing of your visit.

The timing is purely fortuitous.
As for China, it has been my con-
stant endeavour that we in India
must not alow Indo-US ties to be a
hyphenated relationship. It should
not be a reflection or reaction to
other relationships. It should stand
o its ow.

What exactly is happening with
'ndo-US ties? How and why is it
hanging so rapidly?

If you reflect on the reality of

be defined by the differences
that exist.

So where do you see India in the
21st century?

We are a vast, populous, vibrant,
and exuberant democracy that
should play a pre-eminent part in
the affairs of the world. India is
India. We should present it without
hesitation, but without exaggera-
tion. Not with arrogance, but not
with timidity either.

What about sanctions? What did
your coming here as defence minis-
ter accomplish?

(Smiles) We are supposed to be

under sanctions. There isn't sup-
posed to be military-to-military
contact. Yet India’s defence minis-
ter was received by a guard of
honour at the Pentagon and by
the defence secretary of the
United States.
But there was a lot of apprehension
about your meeting with defence
secretary Rumsfeld because of his
reputation as a cold warrior.

Secretary Rumsfeld was not what
he was. In fact the guard of
honour was not a conferment of
any personal distinction on me.

does not have a handle
on things. He went straight into the
core of the issue. He started by say-
ing he has not been briefed on these
issues, but he had a good grasp
of the situation. '
What did he start with?

Why India and the US must work
together. He also spoke about the
immense talent of Indians and the
immense wealth he said we have
given them.

Do you see a qualitative difference
between the Clinton administration
and the Bush presidency?

I am astonished that the presi-

dent of the US chose to come in an
arm-to-arm fashion to talk to India
as if there wasn’t another worry in
the world on such a tense day
with the China incident and the
Senate vote.
There has been so much celebration
about the previous presidency that it
would seem inconceivable it could
be bettered.

I have no intention of comparing
the two. But I have no doubt in
my mind that what happened
yesterday (his meeting with Bysh'
and three cabinet officials).is the
start of a new era. e

-
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By Inder Malhotra

An important outcome of Mr. Jaswant
Singh's visit to the United States, in his rather
unique capacity as Minister for both Foreign
Affairs and Defence, is the two countries’ joint
decision to revive the practically-languished
defence dialogue and cooperation between
the no longer estranged democracies. In fact,
this time around the two sides have resolved
to raise both the level and scale of their palav-
er on security. For one thing, the Indian De-
fence Minister and the U.S. Defence Secretary
are to meet at least once a year. The chairmen
of the Chiefs of Staff will also exchange visits,
and regular defence talks at other levels will be
restarted.

Throwing politeness to the winds, one
might ask: What use are these admittedly sin-
cere resolves? For, there is absolutely no guar-
antee that the history of this exercise so far,
disappointing to the point of being dreary, will
not be repeated. Let unvarnished facts speak
for themselves.

It was towards the end of the 80s, with the
Cold War winding down to a halt, that the talk
of Indo-U.S. cooperation in the military field
first began. At that time, hardly half a dozen
Indian military officers would bump into the
American top brass for official business in a
whole year. The comparable flow of Pakistani
Generals, Admirals and Air Marshals added up
to a minimum of 500.

In 1989, the National Defence University in
Washington invited a delegation from New
Delhi’s Institute of Defence Studies and Analy-
sis (TDSA). Senior civilian officials and military
officers participated in the ostensibly Track-I1
activity. By the time, the two sides got together
agdin, this time in Pune in December 1990, the
mother of all wars in the Gulf was imminent
and the demise of the Soviet Union not far
behind. The late General Sundarji, retired by
then, was at the Pune conclave and this led to

wild rumours that the Americans were “‘con-
sulting him on tank warfare in tropical condi-
tions.”

By a quirk of irony, in Pakistan, the “most
altied ally” of the U.S. the then Army Chief,
General Aslam Beg, was publicly applauding
the Iragi President, Mr. Saddam Hussain’s
policy of “‘strategic defiance” of the mightiest
nation and commending the same approach
to his own government! No wonder the Amer-
icans sought India's cooperation for refuelling
their Gulf-bound military aircraft and pro-
posed across-the-board dialogue and cooper-
ation involving both the military men and
civilians, General Kicklighter of the Pentagon,
in fact, prepared a detailed plan for intensive
interaction.

Nothing came of it, however, for two main

sPITAL TALK

reasons. First, New Dethi, traditionally chary
of the defence forces taking part in decision-
making or diplomatic exchanges, decided that
their extensive involvement with their U.S.
counterparts should wait for an understand-
ing on the future of the overall relationship
between the two governments. That is where
the second and the bigger obstacle came in. By
then the U.S. President, Mr. Clinton, had re-
placed Mr. Bush Sr. in the White House and
the new administration’s first priority was to
“first cap, then reduce over time and finally
eliminate the Indian nuclear option”. The
Kicklighter Plan withered on the vine.

It was only in January 1995 that the then
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. William Perry, vis-
ited Delhi and signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) envisaging regular defence
talks to both engender new ideas for cooper-
ation and to increase the scale and sophisti-

Indo-U.S. ties: pious ihtept ~
alone will not do » "«

cation of the joint naval exekcides that had
started by then. Unfortunatelyl, the "‘new be-
ginning” also signalled why it fould come to
naught.

The then Prime Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasim-
ha Rao, having decided to hold charge of de-
fence, Mr. Perry’s interlocutor was the
Minister of State in the Defence Ministry, Mr.
Mallikarjun. Not even his best friends would
have claimed that he knew anything about
matters military, leave alone the intricacies of |
international security relations. He, of course,
must not be blamed. For educating politicians
in problems of national security has never
been a part of this country’s political culture.
The pattern in the generalist civil service is no
different. Defence Secretaries, more often
than not, are birds of passage, too overbur-
dened with routine responsibilities during
their woefully short tenures 1o acquire any €x- ‘
pertise worth the name. Even in the Foreign
Office, internationally security affairs rerain
the preserve of a regrettably small group.

1
I
i
\

When, shortly after Mr. Perry’s visit, the first |
defence dialogue took place in Washington, |
the then Indian Defence Secretary, Mr. K. A.
Nambiar, found across the table Mr. Joseph
Nye, a formidable security expert. The second
round of such talks fell through because of a
row over the ranking of the American negotia-
tor. And then came the Shakti series of nuclear
tests. The rest, as they say, is history.

One would like to be optimistic about the
future. But how can one be when Indian ethos
has seen to it that the National Security Coun-
cil, formed more than two years ago, hasn't
met even once? To hope for productive securi-
ty dialogue with the U.S. or any other country,
for that matter, without the wherewithal in
terms of expertise and negotiating skill is like
expecting to build a comfortable home with;
out bricks, mortar, cement and steel.
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move faster

By Chidanand Rajghatta
The Times of india News Service

WASHINGTON: Sorry seems to
be the hardest word (to say), the
singer Elton John once crooned,
and although the U.S. found it in it-
self to utter the S-word, China is still
insisting on the A-word in the
week-old spat between the two
sides over the spy plane incident.
The result: The US is now warning
that if the impasse continues, 1t
could seriously impair ties between
the two countries. The warning has
come from several top officials, in-
cluding President Bush and secre-
tary of state Powell. The US has
been hinting at damage to trade re-
lations (worth $ 100 billion, mostly
exports from China to US), arms to
Taiwan, and other imponderables.

Speaking of imponderables
though, not once has the adminis-
tration publicly as much as suggest-
ed that its continuing tensions with
China will lead to a deeper relation-
ship with India. But gradually, that
is now becoming an all-pervading
— though unspoken thought
among scholars dealing with geo-
strategic studies, most of whom
agree that Asia will be the theatre
of action in the 21st century.

The visit this week to Washington
of India’s foreign and defence min-
ister Jaswant Singh was barely no-
ticed in the mainline media. But it
definitely created a ripple in the
city’s weighty think-tanks. Although
everyone agrees that the timing of
Mr Singh’s visit was fortuitous, there
is a sense that his engagements,
smack in the middle of the China
crisis, has further embedded India in
Anmerican strategic thinking.

The timing was most interesting
even if it was coincidental. Clearly,
India is going to be treated with
greater strategic importance now,
says Stephen P. Cohen, a long-time
scholar on South Asian affairs, now
with the Brookings Institution. Al-
though New Delhi is coy in counte-
nancing the idea that India is be-
coming part of the American power
play in Asia, such concepts have

i

Bush is determined-to

o' 41

in terms of

Indo-U.S. tiés} Jaswant

been bandied around in the highest
echelons of the Bush brains trust
long before the current crisis.

Among the first and most influen-
tial persons in the current dispensa-
tion to weigh in with such thoughts
is Andrew Marshall, a reclusive and
shadowy strategic guru who has said
that by 2025 India will be far more
important to US foreign policy than
Russia. Mr Marshall, considered a
resident Pentagon Brihaspati, be-
lieves that the US military is too fo-
cused on Europe and future chal-
lenges will come from Asia, primari-
ly from China.

But the idea that India’s refation-
ship with the US is linked to China
is galling to New Delhi, and Jaswant
Singh bristled at the suggestion in
an interview to The Times of India

following his visit here. We in India
must not permit our relationship ,

with the US to be a hyphenate,
one. It must not be a reflectio
other relationships. It must s
its own, Mr Singh said.

In fact, Mr Singh wenkas z asto
say the Bush administration was in-
tent on carrying its relationship

“Wwith India much further than the
previous administration, indepen-
dent of its China policy. The com-
ment must be humbling to former
President Clinton, who pretty much
ignored New Delhi for half his term
and then threw the kitchen sink j
the his final year while cosying yp'to
Beijing all the time.

“I don’t see just a smooth transi-
tion (in Indo-US ties, from the pre-
vious regime)...it is much more.
There is a clear determination on
part of President Bush and his ad-
ministration to go faster and very
much further forward in terms of
Indo-US relations,” Jaswant Singh
said in an interview in his suite at
the Watergate Hotel. That seemed
to be borne out by the speed with
which the two sides galvanised a
moribund military relationship,
starting with an annual meeting of
the defence ministers of the two
sides and bilateral visits by the joint
chiefs of staff of the two countritis/
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&/;]asWant and Friends

Jaswant Singh may have come to hold the two portfolios of defence
and foreign affairs by accident, but that has given him an opportunity to
explore the contours of the emerging strategic perspective of the Bush
administration. More so, in view of reports that defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld has comprehensively reviewed US defence policy. On
the agenda apparently are major revisions of basic strategic assumptions
of the Cold War and the post-Cold War decade, including a shift in the
focus of US strategic attention from Euro Atlantic to Asia-Pacific
theatre. India, in other words, would need to pay close attention to the
new US strategy. As it is, it was time for a reality check on the continuity
of warmth in US-India relations that started to develop in the last
months of the Clinton presidency. General Colin Powell’s testimony to
the Senate during his confirmation hearings indicated certain positive
assessments of the secretary of state about India’s strategic role,
something unprecedented in the Indo-US history of the last five
decades. All this invested Mr Jaswant Singh’s visit with great
significance. The optimism seems justified by what happened during the

visit: President Bush dropped in on the meeting between Mr Singh and
national security adviser Condoleeza Rice, escorted the Indian foreign
minister to the Oval Office and accepted an invitation to visit India. This
. went beyond symbolism and was meant to generate a friendly climate
: and positive messages. A Bill to repeal the sanctions on India and
! Pakistan imposed in the wake of nuclear tests has been introduced in the
Congress and, indeed, secretary of state Powell has indicated that a
review on sanctions is in progress. g\f \C \

A decade after the end of the Cold War, the'core issue ka plagued
Indo-US relations — American support to its Cold War ally, Pakidtan —
has lost most of its relevance and significance. While the US objective of
sustaining itself as the sole superpower and ensuring an adequate
technological lead over all other nations through a selective policy o
technology denial will continue to be a contentious issue betwee:
Washington and New Delhi, there are also a number of internationz
security problems on which the two countries have a large measure ¢
mutuality of interests. International terrorism, religious extremisn
security of oil lanes emerging out of West Asia, stability and progressi
democratisation of the Asia-Pacific region and continuing nuclear ai
missile proliferation to unstable states are matters of concern to bo
nations. India has also dismantled most of the trade barriers with t
avowed intention of expanding its trade manifold. This would me

India could become a major market for US technology, goods 2

services and vice versa, especially since the US has a strategic interes

not being over-reliant on China in this respect. Lastly, the Ind
diaspora in the US with its increasing role in the development of
global leadership in science and technology, constitutes a major bx

Between the two countries. Against this background a lot of homew

has to be done in the Indian ministries of external affairs, defence, ¢

merce and finance, scientific departments and above all by the Natis

Security Council if full advantage is to be taken of the new openings.
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WHILE THE STRATEGIC expectations of India
and the U.S. about each other have not yet been
delineated by either side in the latest context of
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh's
surprise dialogue with the American President,
Mr. George W. Bush, at the Oval Office, unde-
niably the warmth and the current momentum
of Indo-U.S. relations appear to have been rein-
forced in this exchange. It is of course entirely
possible that the two leaders fully explored the
arguably divergent expectations of their Govern-
ments during the intensive interaction. Mr.
Bush’s generous and unprecedented gesture of
goodwill would also have to be placed in a larger
perspective that transcends the supra-protocol
importance of the happy event itself. Especially
relevant to this new ambience of the incremental
india-U.S. engagement is the sharp contrast be-
tween Mr. Bush's emerging world view and the
practised foreign policy priorities of his prede-
cessor, Mr. Bill Clinton. Deservedly, Mr. Clinton
became famous last year for breaking the vesti-
gial Cold War-oriented mould of the U.S.-India
celationship. Now, Mr. Bush and other top offi-
cials of his administration seem to have reas-
sured Mr. Singh of the utmost importance that
they too will attach to a vision of sustaining the
current momentum in ties with India. Yet, the
course of any upward trajectory in bilateral ex-
changes will largely be determined by the in-
terplay of Mr. Bush’s interpretation of the
American national interest, on one side, and the
Vajpayee administration’s transparent proclivi-
ty, on the other fron, to try and court the U.S. in
a bid to confound both Pakistan and China. It is
somewhat intriguing in such a complex situation
that Mr. Singh has not thrown much light on the
dynamics of his talks in Washington at this time.

The overwhelming impression publicly con-
veyed is little more than that of the Indian dele-
gation's clearly delighted response, surpassing
i isfaction, over My. Bush’s pet-
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will have to wait for a glimpse by the Wajpayee
Cabinet in the first place, it is indicate
this has evoked some interest in Pakistan, Mr.
Singh's talks with the American leaders, includ-
ing key officials such as Gen. Colin Powell and
Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, have been characterised
by the Indian camp as a categorical feel-good
pointer to the future of the burgeoning equation
between New Delhi and Washington. The Amer-
ican media briefings, in contrast, portray the pic-
ture of a robust interaction which still lacks the
pulsating aura of a defining bond.

A quick reality check shows that the intensi-
fying relationship needs to be nursed by states-
manship and courage of conviction on both
sides. A good sign of course is that the two in-
dicate that there is no move to swerve from the
Vision Statement and dialogue architecture as
agreed upon last year. There is also nothing new
on record now to suggest that the nuclear prolif-
eration issue and the related sanctions have ei-
ther deepened or narrowed the bilateral
differences. Moreover, it appears that Mr. Bush
enlarged the scope of his discussion with Mr.
Singh to cover global issues at this sensitive
juncture in Sino-American ties. A fundamental
issue, though, is whether Mr. Bush really wants
India to play a U.S.-friendly role within the pa-
rameters of his evolving strategic calculus. At the
other end of the spectrum, an intelligent ques-
tion is whether the Vajpayee administration
should at all expect Washington to provide some
strategic solace in regard to what must be New
Delhi’s independent dealings with Islamabad
and Beijing. Surely, New Delhi does not possess
at this stage strong strategic credentials as a pos-
sible counterpoise to Beijing or as a potentially
influential factor in the muddled U.S.-Russia
equation. In a sense, therefore, New Delhi will
do well to strive for freedom of strategic action in
its foreign policy. It remains to be seen whether
its current effort at befriending Iran with a per-
ceived new fervoys is a conscious move in this
direction. /71
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fmpromptu visit paves way important talks

By Asnisg KuMAR SEN

San Francisce, April 7: (ndxa s
external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh, had an unexpected host in
US President George W. Bush on
Friday morning.

The minister was closeted in a
scheduled meeting with national
security advisor Condoleezza Rice
at the White House complex when
Mr Bush dropped by and invited

. him to the Oval Office where the

two then spent almost half an hour
together.

Mr Bush’s warm and unexpected
gesture, at a time when his admin-

.istration is wrestling with the Chi-

nese to secure the retun of a
stranded US Navy reconnaissance
plane and its crew, was interpreted
by many analysts as an indicator of
his administration’s eagerness to
engage India as a strategic partner
in Asia, and perhaps also use this
as a counterbalance to China's
hegemony in the region.

Mr Singh later acknowledged
that President Bush had, through
his actions, proved that he held

. India in high esteem and wanted to
build strong relations with it.

“Iam
honoured that President Bush him-
self was gracious enough to find

time to meet me and spend time

“-with me,” Mr Singh said. During

ey

their meeting, Mr Singh presented

o Mr Bush with an invitation from

* Prime Minister Atal Beharj Vaj-

payee (o visit India,
Mr Jaswant Singh. scheduled to
retumn to India on Sunday, was in

Washmglon D.C. at the invitation
of US secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell. His was the first visit to the US
by a high-ranking Indian official
since the new administration took
over on January 20.

Principal secretary to Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee and national securi-
ty adviser Brajesh Mishra, had met
US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld at a meeting of national
security advisers in Munich in Feb-
ruary. .
Following his impromptu meet-
ing with Mr Bush, Mr Singh met
Mr Powell and engaged in a dis-
cussion that “covered economic
issues. proliferation issues, trade
issues, the issues applicable to the
region.”

Describing the meeting as “a
very, very fine” one, Mr Powell
said, “l think the fact that he (Mr
Singh) met with President Bush,
with National Security Advisor
Rice, the conversations we have
had... is indicative of the impor-
tance with which we view our rela-
tionship with India,”

Though the Indians have not
been too keen to raise the issue of
sanctions in dialogues with US
officials, Mr Powell himself raised
and discussed the subject in “gen-
eral terms” and was keen to know
India’s views on them.

Mr Singh told Mr Powell that
sanctions imposed on India aftet
the May 1998 nuclear tests were in
neither India’s nor the US’ interest
and instead only proved counter-
productive. He also explained Indi-

A

TALK TIME: External affairs mlmsler Jaswant Singh looks on as US
secretary of state Colin Powell talks to the media outside the state
department in Washington D.C. on Friday. (AP)

US praises India peace move

Washington, April 7: The United States has welcomed the latest
Indian peace initiative to hold political dialogue with Kashmiris
and pledged to encourage all groups to take advantage of the offer
even as New Delhl urged Washington not to treat the Kashmir issue
as a “territorial dispute.”

External affairs minister Jaswant Singh, who had an unscheduled
40-minute meeting on Friday with US President George W. Bush at
the Oval Office indicative of his adniinistration’s desire to carry
forward the momentum in Indo-US relations, made it clear to
Washington that New Delhi was opposed to trilateral talks involv-
ing Pakistan on the Kashmir issue. In the first high-level interac-
tion with the Bush administration, Mr Singh also had a 90-minute
meeting with secretary of state Colin Powell and held separate talks
with national security advisor Condoleezza Rice and defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld during which post-Pokhran US sanctions,
non-proliferation came up for discussions. (PTI)
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a’s stand on nonproliferation and
made it clear that India would not
stand in the way of the Compre-

~ hensive Test Ban Treaty.

“They did talk about sanctions
and to what extent that modified or
held back some of this (economic)
potential,”  state  department
spokesperson Richard Boucher
said. “I think the Indian govern-
ment is quite aware that we have
our laws and we intend to follow
our laws.” Mr Powell, who has in
the past made it clear that he is not
in favour of most sanctions, has
ordered a review of these. Defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld, how-
ever, backed by undersecretary of
state-designate for security affairs
John Bolton, is said to be keen to
keep the sanctions in place, while
Ms Rice favours ehding them.

During the course of the meeting,
Mr Powell raised the subject of
Kashmir, and was given a rundown
on this by Mr Singh. Mr Boucher
said, “l would say the secretary
asked the foreign minister to
explain the current situation as he
saw it, and to gain his understand-
ing of current developments.” He
said the administration welcomed
India’s recent offer of talks on the
issue, and added that Washington
would encourage “all groups to
take advantage of the offer and to
enter into talks to reduce violence,
to foster a process of dialogue.”

Mr Boucher said while the Bush
administration was not scrapping
the Vision Statement signed last
year by Mr Vajpayee and former

US President Bill Clinton, “I don’t
want to say that it is strictly sort of
that framework. I'm sure that this
administration will have its own
ideas about how to proceed.” The
state department spokesperson said
the meeting covered “any of the
number of factors” that might
affect the relationship in the eco-
nomic area because “we saw not
only a very healthy economic rela- -
tionship, but one that had still a lot
of potential to grow much, much
farther.”

The present diplomatic stalemate
with China was also brought up
during the course of the meeting,
but, Mr Boucher said, “there is
nothing in particular that we’re
asking the Indians to do in this sit-
uation.” Acknowledging that a lot
had been done in recent years in
US-India relations, Mr Powell said
the Bush administration was look-
ing forward to “building on all that
has been accomplished.” Endors-
ing Mr Powell’s optimism, Mr
Singh described his series of meet-
ings and discussions as “fruitful
and very rewarding.” The secretary
of state assured the visiting minis-
ter that the Bush administration
would be engaging the Indian gov-
ernment “at every level in order to
make sure thit we keep moving
this relationship in a very positive

Besiges his meeti gs with Mr

Bush, Mr Powell Ms Rice, Mr
Singh’ also secretary of
Rumsfeld later in




Bush plays
India card
with China

By ASHI. UMAR SEN

San Franclsco, April 7:
Friday mornis\g’s unscheduled
meeting between US President
George W. Bush and India’s
external  affairs  nunister
Jaswant Singh assumes grefter
significance in the backdrop\of
a diplomatic tussle playing o
between Washington D.C. and |
Beijing over the return of a US {
Navy reconnaissance plane
and its crew who were forced
to land in China following a
mid-air collision with a
Chinese jet.

Through Friday’s meeting
Washington managed to send a
signal to the Chinese that the
Bush administration would
place an ncreased strategic
importance on India hereafter.
# Turn to Page 2

PAGE 2

# Impromptu visit paves
way for important talks
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Cli nton soes that extra

HT Correspondent Y\ \
Kolkata, April 7

TRUST CLINTON the charmer.
No US President, not even those
out of office, has ever walked
the streets of Kolkata before.
But then, no US President —
past or present — ever tried the
namashkar Kolkata, aami bhalo
aachi pick-up line either.

The informal demeanour, the
captivating smile, and above all
the repeated attempts to break
out of the tight security cordon
to get a feel of the City of Joy
and mingle with the crowd: the
former US President was at his
enchanting best.

Clinton repeatedly slowed his
cavalcade to wave at the crowds
thronging the E M Bypass,
walked a few yards outside
Shishu Bhawan and made life
hell for his securitymen as he

stepped out of his limousine at-

Park Street and Mullickbazar.

Clinton’s aircraft — leased
from Indian Airlines — touched
down at the tarmac 15 minutes
late. No minister was present to
receive him as he was on a ‘pri-
vate visit’.

Chief Secretary Manish
Gupta made up for them. The
motorcade was greeted by hun-
dreds as it made -way through E
M Bypass to Mother House on A
J C Bose Road.

Greeted by Missionaries of
Charity Superior-General Sister
Nirmala, he spent 40 minutes at
Mother House. His next stop was
Shishu Bhawan. By then, the
crowd had swelled so much that
police had a tough time keeping
them behind the hastily-made
bamboo barricades. Even the
rising mercury failed to ebb
their enthusiasm.

Stepping out an hour later,
Clinton had more surprises up
his sleeve. He walked a few
yards, smiled and waved at the
crowd. Even quenched an eager
journalist’s thirst for some
soundbite.

“I will again vigit Kolkata, I
had promised Mbther that I
would come. Hillary and
Chelsea did it earlier and
implored me to come here.” On
the heat, Clinton said: “It’s
warm, but I ama Southerner.”

Clinton said he would like to
interact more with the Sisters.
“We also have to change laws in
US to enable couples to adopt
children.” .

His next spp was the RaJ‘
Bhawg r Viren J Shah
‘made- clan t as the former
Presi nt»wa&ona rivate visit,
therg would;, be ress confer-
ences. But 13 had a lot to
say:

He had come along with a del-
egation of American-Indians to
assess the aftermath of the

\
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Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity flank Bill Clinton in front of Mother House on Saturday.

Gujarat quake, he said, adding
that American-Indian Founda-
tion was concerned on how Bhuj
would be rebuild. He said
today’s visit, in which he inter-
acted with several NGOs, was
primarily a stock-taking exer-
cise, trying to assess the situa-
tion rather than taking specific
steps.

He outlined the broad spheres
in which the foundation would
work, saying the main emphasis
would be on improving the qual-
ity of life, extending micro-cred-
it, education and marketing
products. “This we intend to do
for several years.”

Sources said Clinton and his
aides also planned a brief
stopover at College Street Coffee
House. The idea was shelved
once the Special Branch put its
foot down, saying it would be
unable to provide security there
at such a short notice.

It was then that Clinton took
all by surprise. He stopped his
convoy at Park Street, stepped
out and shook hands with all
within reach. The securitymen
scurried around to cover him,
but the former President was
unperturbed. Stunned for a
while, people quickly realised

this was the opportunity of a
lifetime and dashed for the car.
Police had a harrowing time try-
ing to maintain sanity. Finally,
traffic had to be diverted to Rus-
sel Street.

_ Almost 15 minutes later, at the

The former us

prodding of security staff, Clin-
ton returned to his car, but only

ote get down again at Mullick-

bazar. He did the same there
too. The cavalcade then left for
the airport. His flight left
Kolkata by 4 pm for New Delhi.

ile in Mother’s city

The portrait of a former
President as a Samaritan

Kingsuk Basu
Kolkata, April 7

ON THE surface it appears a tad
different — Bill Clinton in red-
dish brown hair, sporting a red
tie over a black coat. The white-
blue check shirt, deep blue
trousers or even the white hair
was not to be found.

Yet, it’s this portrait which 13-
year-old Somnil Saha would
lové to cherish in mind—the
one that saw' him working
through late on Friday night
before it was ready. A portrait
that fetched him a dream offer:
William Jefferson Clinton
would provide all help for his
higher studies in the US.

Minutes after Clinton
stepped into Sishu Bhawan
around 11.35 am, one of the
members of the US security
looked for Somnil from the

crowd waiting on the road oppo- -

site to the main gate.

The Class eight student of
Don Bosco was close by and
immediately came out, carrying
the portrait which he had been
holding for hours.

Nearly an hour later when he
returned, Somnil was all smiles.
Clinton had not only put in his
signature on the portrait but
also offered him his card. A card
that wquld help him get all
financial succour when he takes
up higher studies in the US.

Maybe, this was a windfall for
which Somnil wasn’t ready. May

SUBHENDU GHOSH/HINDUSTAN TIMES

Somnil Saha shows qff his painting.

be not as much for the promise
as for the recogmtlon of his
efforts to create a unique collec-

. tion of portraits that has the

signatures of all who have been
sketched.

“Till date I have not missed
out on any one — Sauypay,
Sachin, Jadeja or even Jyoti
Basu. I went down to New Delhi
to get Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee put in a signa-
ture on his portrait. This time,
however, I was not sure,” he
said.

From a distance, his mother
Anjana adds: “This is the first
time that he has used water
colours. It was done in a hurry.
We were not aware of Clinton’s
arrival till yesterday. He worked
till 1 am in the morning to com-
plete the portrait”.

WF HINDUSTAN TBIE:
- 8 APR 2(
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It was late in the afternoon
and the crowd was thinning out.
Clinton and his convoy, had by
then left for Raj Bhawan. Som-
nil, too, walked away, holding on
to the board on which the por-
trait was clipped.

“I have already got Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee’s approval to hold an
exhibition of my paintings at
the Information Centre. He has
asked me to collect few more
before the exhibition is put up. I
have already readied the por-
trait of Asha and hope to com-
plete that of Pt Ravi Shankar
and Amjad Ali Khan. That
should not take long,” Somnil
said before leaving with his
mother to home. And, maybe to
a different world: a world of

fame and glory.
i
P
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/Sisters, kids, NGOs,
cops: Kolkata ready
to welcome Clmton

S NEWS SERVICE
KOL TA, APRIL 6 QQ
'

SIMPLE function accompa-'
nigd by a welcome song sung by
chjldren will greet former Ameri-

president Bill Clinton in

olkata on Saturday when he vis-
its Sishu Bhavan after paying
homage to Mother Teresa at the
global headquarters of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity.

While the Missionaries of
Charity refused to give details
about their VVIP guest’s visit, Sis-
teir Superior at the Sishu Bhavan,
which shelters orphaned and des-
titute kids, said: “Our kids will sing a
simple welcome note for the for-
mier US president. We couldn’t
have planned a more elaborate
programmes as his time would be
divided between the Missionaries
of Charity and us. Since this is his
private visit, we’ll not allow any
outsiders. in during the time he
stayswith the kids.”

Incidentally, Clinton’s private
visit assumes special importance

since hiswife Senator Hillary Rod-  dinating with US security agency
ham Clinton participated in  personnel who are.already in th
Mother Teresa’sfuneral alongwith  city to oversee arrangements ])

R

other heads of the states.

During his short visit to the city,
the former US President is ex-
pected to have a brief stop-over at
Raj Bhavan, where he’s expected
grant audience to a few non-gov-
ernmental grganisations.

Meanwhile, the Kolkata police |

have taken special measures for
Clinton’s visit. They are also coor-
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/\ Bush accepts |nv%|on to V|s|t Indla

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

Washington, APRIL 6. In an indication of theli
portance the new administration bestows\o
relations with India, the U.S. President,
George Bush, dropped by during a meeting
between the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, and the U.S. National Security Ad-
viser, Ms. Condoleeza Rice, this morning.

Mr. Bush is said to have taken Mr. Singh to
the Oval Office, where they spent a few min-
utes. It is learnt that Mr. Singh extended an
invitation to Mr. Bush to visit India, and the
President has accepted. “The Indian Defence
and Foreign Minister was in the White House
this morning meeting Dr. Rice. He had a brief
exchange of pleasantries with the President in
the Oval Office, but his meeting took place
with Ms. Rice,” the White House spokesman,
Mr. Ari Fleischer, said.

After his meeting with Ms. Rice, Mr. Singh
went to the State Department for talks and a
working lunch with the Secretary of State,

Gen. Colin Powell. “It was a very, very fine
meeting,” Gen. Powell said when he came to
see off Mr. Singh. In brief remarks to press-
persons, Gen. Powell said that earlier Mr.
Singh met Mr. Bush and Ms. Rice, and later
was due to see the Defence Secretary, Mr. Do-
nald Rumsfeld. All this was indicative of the
important relations with India.

Gen. Powell said he discussed with Mr.
Singh a number of issues, including econom-
ic, proliferation, trade and the region. He as-
sured Mr. Singh that the Bush administration
was keen on engaging India “at every level”.

Mr. Singh said he had had fruitful meetings
thus far, reflective of the present directions of
India-U.S. relations. Neither Gen. Powell nor

Mr. Singh took questions at the end of their-

remarks.

Administration officials said they were
“looking forward” to the visit of Mr. Singh,
which is seen as an opportunity to exchange
ideas at a broad and general level on a range of

subjects (ﬁ?e first interaction between India
and the Bush administration is not expected
to focus on any one issue even if such areas as
sanctions come up during the discussions.

The administration is in the process of re-
viewing the entire gamut of sanctions, and
there is a widespread feeling on Capitol Hill
among lawmakers that the punitive measures
against India ought to be lifted. In fact, as
many as 47 lawmakers in the House of Repre-
sentatives wrote to the President earlier this
week seeking the removal of sanctions argu-
ing, among other things, that they had not
furthered American interests.

Mr. Singh's delegation includes the Joint-
Secretary for the Americas, Mr. Jayant Prasad,
the Joint-Secretary for Disarmament, Mr.
Sheelkant Sharma, the Joint-Secretary in the
Ministry of Defence, Mr. S. Rajkumar, Vice-
Admiral Madan Jit Singh and the External Af-
fairs spokesman, Mr. Raminder Singh Jassal.

Photograph on Page 13
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VIJAY THAKUR L
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE W

JAIPUR, April 6. — Mr Bill
Clinton will get the shock of his
life if he now visits Naila, the
projected hi-tech village in Ra-
jasthan, where he spent four
hours last year.

Everything that the then US [

President was shown in the vil-
lage has vanished. Naila today
is no different from any other
Indian village, with the most
common of problems such as
bad services or lack of basic ne-
cessities.

Naila had prompted Mr Clin- g
ton to say Indian villages were

progressing fast, keeping pace

with world technology. Little -

did he know that everything he
saw at Naila had been ar-
ranged to create a good impres-
sion about Rajasthan villages.
Mr Clinton was shown a hi-
tech milk plant and its cost cal-
culating computerised ma-
chine, an Internet connection to
the panchayat samiti office and
a state-developed software
through which villagers could
get application and other nec-
essary government forms. But
those are still a dream for the
villagers, who feel cheated by

Rajasthani women shower Mr Bili

Imton with petal lea s puhllc

health centre on 23 March 2000. — An AP file photograph

the government.

Immediately after Mr Clinto-
n’s vigit, the chief minister, Mr
Ashok Gehlot, had said Naila
panchayat samiti would be a
model for the rest of Rajasthan.

“Nothing has changed. What-
ever the government claimed or
did before Mr Clinton’s visit
vanished immediately after he
left. Nothing has changed since
Mr Clinton’s visit... the same
power and water problems. We
get connected to outside vil-
lages mostly after half-an-hou-

AR

i

r's attempt 7 says Mr Prem
Prakash Vohra.

The primary health centre
had got a facelift with some ad-
ditional facility during Mr Clin-
ton’s visit. It's now back to its
original condition, says the
gram pradhan, Mr Kalu Ram
Meena. The government had
promised to make Naila an ide-
al village, connect it to the In-
ternet. It had made sundry oth-
er promises too. “But it did
nothing,” Mr Meena said.

“We hardly get power for six

paen v R A
R
4 Eaients

ret the shock of hus life

hours in the day time, so
there’s not enough water sup-
ply, though it has improved a

& bit of late. But the telephone
BE services have worsened...,”
B Vohra said.

Mr

“We were told that the pan-
chayat samiti had been given

! some computers, but we have-

n’t seen any, nor does anyone

Y here know how to operate one. I

remember a few months ago
four boys from the village went
to Delhi to be trained in com-
puters, I don’t know what hap-

K pened next,” said another vil-
¥ lager, Mr Babu Lal.

Mr Clinton had praised Nai
village at the World Forum.
But what will he say about the
village if he visits it on 8 April?
“The panchayat can’t make ar-
rangements for him like it had
last year, but definitely we'll
welcome and honour him to
best of our capacity,” Mr Meena
said. ‘

The villagers were exp
more tourists after Mr Clinto-
n's vigit. But to their dismay
that didn’t happen, for the vil-
lage’s road link is as bad today
as it was before Mr Clinton's
visit.

8 Another report on pag'e 8




FRESH START, ©

e Yisit of the external affairs minister, Mr
Jiswant Singh, to the United States will have a sig-
niNcant bearing on the course of New Delhi’s rela-
tions with\Washington under the new Bush administra-
tion. On the face of it, bilateral ties should improve even
further under the Republicans, but given the rolier coast-
er ride that India-US relations have taken over the last
five decades very little’can still be taken for granted.
.What is certain is that the external affairs minister will
have to establish links with senior American officials
“who have never, in any substantive sense, dealt with
India before, but are crucial to the strengthening of the
bilateral relationship. It may be recalled that Mr Singh
had developed a tremendous rapport with Mr Strobe Tal-
v 'bot, the deputy secretary of state, under the Clinton ad-
Jministration. It was their continuing dialogue and per-
~sonal chemistry that contributed a great deal to the revi-
talizing of bilateral relations after a nadir had been
" reached in the aftermath of India’s nuclear tests in May
“1998. In this case, the key members of the Bush team that
-Mr Singh will need quickly to establish a relationship
. with include the secretary of state, Mr Colin Powell, the
national security advisor, Ms Condoleeza Rice and the
defence secretary, Mr Donald Rumsfeld. They, along with
the vice president, Mr Dick Cheney, form the backbone of
--fhe Bush foreign policy and security team. It is coinci-
+“dental but rather fortunate, therefore, that Mr-Singh is
.~the defence minister as well as the ﬁxternal affairs
: . ;ninister. i‘\w :
.. Although the Bush administration is still to find-ts
« feet, there are, already, encouraging signs for India. Mr
+ Powell’s testimony before congress is a good example. He

.described India as “a country that should grow moreand

-~ more focused in the lens of American foreign policy”.
+And he added: “We must deal more wisely with the
‘*”.'jNorld’,s largest democracy. Soon to be the most populous
“ecountry in the world, India has the potential to help keep
»{he peace in the vast Indian Ocean area and its periph-
i gry.” Beyond personalities, however, is the growing
strategic convergence between India and the US that is
being recognized by the Bush administration. Two is-
"'sues must be particularly emphasized.
" First, the Republicans are more concerned about the
future of China, and its possible emergence as a belliger-
ent and revisionist superpower that will seek to chal-
lenge American influence and power, especially in the
’Asia-Pacific region. Many within the Bush administra-
-tion are beginning to recognize that India, with its own
deep concerns about China, could be one vital counter-
weight to a potentially belligerent China. This could
mean that a Republican administration will be more sen-
sitive to Indian security concerns, and more willing to
‘accommodate India’s own aspirations to be a great
power. Second, the Republicans, although no less con-
cerned about proliferation of nuclear weapons, have a
less absolutist view of India’s nuclear policy. Most im-
portant, given their own scepticism about the compre-
hensive test ban treaty, the pressure for India to sign the
treaty is bound to ease considerably. India too needs to
. adopt a more pragmatic view of American plans to con-
struct a national missile defence. Indeed, if the NMD is
based on boost phase interception, it could well be in
India’s interests to support such a system. In the final
analysis, this may well mean that the Indo-US dialogue
could well move beyond the nuclear issue.that had even
-stopped the Singh,/Talbot talks from acquiring greater
momentum.
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/ All help to quake-hlt Clinton

By Manas Dasgupta*“o

BHUJ, APRIL 4. “We welcome Mr.
Bill Clinton,” was how the former
United States President was
greeted when he arrived at the
quake-ravaged Kutch district
headquarter of Bhuj on a two-day
visit to Gujarat. But what Mr.
Clinton missed in the crowded
greetings were the huge banners
that criticised the ‘‘heartless, in-
active and discrimipagory” State
Government.

‘“How long should wg bejon the
roads,” read a bannef raised by
hapless women, who,}even after
65 days of the killer qudgke of Janu-
ary 26, are on the stregts.

They also expressed lack of
confidence in the BJP Govern-
ment’s efforts at rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the affected
areas. ‘‘Leave resettlement to us,
it is our fundamental right,” read
a banner.

The demonstrators pre-
vented from going near Mr. Clin-
ton by a strong contingent of
police posted at the 151-year old
Jubilee Hospital which was razed
to the ground in the earthquake
along with the 50-year old civil
hospital.

Total lack of security was, how-
ever, evident during Mr. Clinton’s
visit to Anjar where people broke
the barricades and virtually
mobbed him, forcing the U.S. se-
curity service to swing into action.
Police resorted to a mild lathi-
charge to disperse the mob.

From Bhuj, Mr. Clinton left by
road to Ratnal and later Anjar,
where he offered floral tributes to
the children who were killed in
the earthquake. However, his pro-
gramme of unveiling a memorial
plaque for the children was can-
celled in view of a controversy

raised by a local shopkeeper, Mr. .

Hanif Khatri, who objected to the
plaque being placed on his pri-
vate land.

Despite rumMo hours be-

v A

The former U.S. President, Mr. Bill Clinton, surrounded by the
earthquake survivors, going around a school in Anjar, 45 km off
Bhuj on Wednesday. — Reuters

hind schedule, Mr. Clinton took
pains to meet the people. After
seeing the devastation, a visibly
moved Mr. Clinton, during a brief
address at Bhuj, assured the af-
fected poeple of a “long partner-
ship” — till they were properly
rehabilitated. “‘If need be, I will
keep coming back to Kutch over
and over again but we will ensure
that you are all properly rehabil-
itated and your life become nor-
mal,” he said amid cheers.

Without committing the Amer-
ican India Foundation, of which

»

T APY

he is a board member, Mr. Clin-
ton said he had come here to ‘‘see
and assess”’ the situation and
learn how best the U.S. and the
Indians settled in his country
could help. He had discussed the
issue with the Prime Minister, Mr,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, before he
left Delhi.He agreed with Mr. Vaj-
payee that rehabilitation and re-
construction would be a
“long-drawn process” but the
Foundation would not leave the
in the lurch.

See also Page 15
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Clinton hstens,

N\
Rathin Das A\
Bhuj, April 4
HE STOPPED for a few mirRites at
Khatri Chowk in Anjar, leading to the
lane where schoolchildren walkyng in
a Republic Day parade were byried
alive on January 26. With him were
two children who survived the earth-
quake, and nearby a hibiscus tree was
in full bloom in the compound of a col-
lapsed temple. .

He was the world’s most powerful
man till a few months back. He is Citi-
zen Clinton, who spent the half the
day in Kutch visiting earthquake-dev-
astated towns of Bhuj and Anjar.
There was no firm commitment of aid,
but the spirits of the people in the dis-
trict seemed to lift. There were no wel-
come arches usually associated with
VVIP visits, but there were banners
welcoming the former US President.

“1 came here to talk, to listen and to
learn. I will come back.” He had seen
the seen the devastation, and also
“wonderful work done by those who
responded to the tragedy”. He said he
discussed with Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in the morning the
long task of rebuilding health servic-
es, houses and schools.

Seventh standard student Nandish
Kodrani, one of the two children who

. walked with Clinton in the lane in

Anjar where he lost his friends, was
still limping from the injuries he sus-
tained in the quake. The other student,
Mital Thacker, wore the T-shirt she
was wearing on the fateful day. It had
saved her life that day: a passer-by who

.. spotted a bit of-the garment sticking

out of the debris had pulled hex out.

Anjar residents had taken up posi-
tions all around Khatri Chowk. As
soon as the former President, dressed
in a green bush shirt and grey
trousers, emerged from the Datar
Chowk end of the lane where the chil-
dren were buried, people cheered
lustily from all corners.

Security had been eased a little, con-
sidering the dimension of the tragedy
that had befallen the people Clinton
was visiting. Still, securitymen had
gone through all the motions: the tane
had been thoroughly checked with the
help of sniffer dogs and metal detec-
tors before Clinton walked down it.

Related reports, photographs
“on Page 9

Bill Clinton with schoolchildren at Anjar on Wednesday.
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Bill will
not break
bread in city

Romita Dutta
Kolkata, April 4

BILL CLINTON will not eat or drink
anything offered in Kolkata-not even
water. Neither will he be offered any-
thing here. This means either he will
skip lunch or will carry his own lunch
pack and water.

In his brief stop-over in the city on
Saturday, which will not be more than
four-and-a-half hours, Clinton will
spend the lunch hour with the Gover-
nor Viren J Shah and his industrialist
friends at Raj Bhavan, but won’t take
lunch. The Governor’s House has
already been informed that the former
US President will not eat or drink any-
thing. As per protocol, the Governor
won’t be in a position to offer either.
Since Clinton has declined to eat or
drink anything, offering him anything
and being refused in front of the
guests would be insulting for Shah.

Of course there will be food in plen-
ty for the guests and for Clinton to
feast his eyes on. Apart from tea and
coffee, there will be sandesh and sand-
wiches. It is rather strange that Clin-
ton, known for his love for Indian cui-
sine has declined to eat anything here.
Lots of speculations are doing the
round. It could be that his security
men were not getting enough time to
check out and certify on the food
items. The last time when he came to
India, the security men did sneak into
the kitchen and some of the food items
were even flown from the US.

The Raj Bhawan is leaving no stones
unturned to give a red-carpet welcome
and a warm reception to Clinton. The
whole place is being cleaned, polished
and spruced up. Sources maintain that
nothing special or extraordingry is
being done for the former President.
This is a part of the routine cleaning-
yp done whenever there is a VIP guest
of the rank of Prime Minister or Pres-
ident vigitine +w- =




-

Ahmedabad, April 4

FORMER US President Bill Clir}-
ton, who arrived here this
evening from Bhuj, was accorded
a warm welcome as a “State
guest” by the Gujarat Govern-

nt. .
meChief Minister Keshubhai
Patel and his cabinet colleagues
were at the Sardar Patel Interna-
tional Airport to welcome the
former President. City mayor
Pee% Himmat Singh Patel was also
. present at the airport to receive
& him. Earlier, Clinton ﬂevq from
New Delhi in the morning to
Bhuj in a chartered Indian Air-
lines aircraft. .

Clinton said he was “trying to
be useful” by visiting quake-rav-
aged Kutch.

Anjar, April 4

an onlooker as the former US
President held the hands of two
children, who survived the
quake, and retraced the steps
of their nearly 300 schqo_lma_tes
who perished while participating
in a Republic Day procession
here.

Neetal Thakkar and Nandish
Kodnani held Clinton’s hand
firmly as he walked about half a
kilometre, paid floral tributes,
bowed his head and observed
a minute’s silence at Datar
Chowk, the site of the gruesome
tragedy.

“We are trying :
to help people face their loss. We
shall continue to work. W_e are
interested in results,” Chntqn
told reporters as a hysteric
crowd chanted his name repeat-
ed%‘f&fter assessing the situation
and requirements of the people,
we will declare the package so
that it can be implemented fast
and people can get homes and
employment,” he said.

Keys of a 50- million dollar (over
Rsy200 crore) fund put together
by the America-India foundation
to help the quake victims.

“Yes, I will come back to India.

aenoto Clinton said.

) .‘ ; 4 PPrY - . . a d
- Bill Cli landed and & traditiohal Gujarati furban is wrappe
, feon ¥, c:g'}i?gﬁaﬁq‘tk agrival in Ahmedabad on Wednesday.

arm welcome for Clinton at B

* “I am just trying to be useful at
a place I care about,” Clinton
said when askedabout his role as
a goodwill ambissador after his

presidency.

rehabilitation

— .
huJ 9@\/ %

The former President termed
as “wonderful” the relief and

/

carried out by Indian and inter-
national agencies in the wake
of the tragedy “Today I am here
to look, listen, learn and ask

work  being

Clintor not to join Reliance Group

DESPITE PERSBTENT reports to the contrary, for-
mer US Presiddt Bill Clinton is not becoming a
director of theReliance group. He is not even
becoming the foup’s advisor on international
operations. Butres, he is a friend and will have a
quiet lunch witithe Ambanis on Friday.

The lunch, hich was fixed many weeks in
‘advance, was oginally to be held at Seawind, the
palatial Ambal residence on Mumbai’s Cuff
Parade. But aft{the US Secret Service objected to
it, the Ambanjfiave taken over the Chambers (a
businessmen's b) at the Bombay Taj.

one will be invited for lunch. Only Dhirubhai and
his sons Mukesh and Anil will dine with the former
President. Bill Clinton has taken a policy decision
not to accept corporate directorships or even to
accept the rank of advisor to any commercial enter-
prisé. So, the lunch with the Ambanis—like his
famous meeting with them last year when he was
the President—is being passed off as a mere
exchange of courtesies between friends. But of
course, the Ambanis are friends with everybody.
They may have invited Clinton for lunch, but Anil
and his wife Tina were the only couple from India

‘v B . .
“FATHER CLINT\jNi, zled%L\Tat er, Tﬂ lns q uaked heaTtS

to raise funds*”

Clinton brought with him the

May be once or twice ina year,”

Security persofthel including
US secret service guards had a

They will hogn entirely Indian meal, cooked by

to attend George W. Bush's inaugural ball.
Chef Hemant Cproi, for the former President. No

HTC, Mumbai

AFP PHOTO
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Bili Clinton wavthe crowd at Anjar on Wednesday.

’

tough time as'rowd surged matching khakis and suede

forward to slhands with shoes, Clinton first visited a pre-

Clinton ahd heily obliged.’  fabricated hut built by the Amer-
Sportifig aa shirt with ican-India foundation.

Women wearing traditional
Kutch attire received him by
applying vermillion on his
forehead and showering flowers.

~

questions, and see what we can
do to help.”

After spending a day in the
earthquake ravaged Kutch dis-
trict, he arrived here in the same
flight an hour behind schedule.
His flight landed at the airport at
6.20 pm.

Clinton and his entourage,
after the welcome ceremony at
the airport, straightaway drove
to the Taj Residency for the night
halt. Tomorrow, Clinton would
be meeting NGOs involved in
rehabilitation work in the quake-
ravaged areas of Gujarat. He is
also scheduled to hold meetings
with the Gujarat Chief Minlster
and the Governor SS Bhandari.
He would also visit Sabarmati
pay his respects to the Mahatpa.

Earlier, on his arrival at Bhuj
airport, Clinton said, “Today I
am here to look, listen, learn and
ask questions and see what we
can do to help.

“People of this place have
lived through an unimaginable
tragedy. The most important
thing now is to think how it
should be re-built and people
return to normal life.”

The former US President said
the America-India foundation
had undertaken a survey as a
fact-finding mission to make an
in-depth assessment of the dev-
astation.

He said a result oriented reha-
bilitation strategy and modality
will be worked out by the founda-
tion with the help of industrial
houses in Delhi and Kolkata by
raising funds.

On his way back to Bhuj, Clin-
ton once again stopped at the
quake-ravaged Ratlan village
before proceeding to Anjar and
v{sited a shelter housing 150 peo-
ple,

Before emplaning for Ahmed-
abad, he spent about an hour at
the makeshift international Red
Cross hospital in Bhuj and inter-
acted with patients and staff
members. )

Present on the occasion
were Gujarat Industry Minister
Sureshchandra Mehta, Informa-
tion and Technology Minister
Bimal Shah and several other

officials.
}




open up

NEW DELHI 4 APRIL

THE MOST important part of
Jaswant Singh's first engagement
with the Bush administration is
not his meeting with secretary of
state Colin Powell or the national
security adviser Condoleeza Rice,
but the defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld. In the first indication
that India is also taking a serious
look at shoring up a non-existent
defence relationship with the US,
Jaswant Singh wearing his new
hat as defence minister, has taken
along with him senior defence pol-
icy advisers from the ministry of
defence, Madanjit Singh and Mr P.
Rajkurnar.

If the key touchstones for the
Clinton administration vis-a-vis
India was CTBT and information
technology, the resonances with
this Pentagon-reliant administra-
tion are negligible to the point of
being non-existent. Pentagon has
almost no institutional linkages
with India, and what little did exist
has been steadily eroded by sanc-
tions.

Although Clinton restored the
IMET programme in defence rela-
tions, it’s only the tip of the ice-
berg. Jaswant’s visit will not open
the floodgates but it is expected
that training exchanges can be
started between India and the US.

The first tentative steps
towards reviewing defence rela-
tions came with an attempt to
work together in the area of
peacekeeping, basically, to build
on common strengths. The US
presence at the international fleet
review earlier this year too was an
effort in that direction. But dlearly,
much more needs to be done, but
in the current atmosphere of
defence sanctions, India's lever-
ages are few.

The importance of the
Pentagon cannot be overestimated
in this administration. Just a plain
run-through of the key personali-
ties of Bush's cabinet gives an idea
about the driving forces. From
Dick Cheney, former defence sec-
retary, Don Rumsfeld, even Colin
Powell, Paul Wolowitz, deputy

Jaswant: In a new guise

defence secretary and Richard
Haass, the policy planning chief in
the state department, there is a
surfeit of defence brains in the
Bush pantheon.

Don Rumsield clearly does not
have India on his radar screen, and
his only statements have clubbed
India with ‘rogue’ states like Iran
and Libya. In fact, even the
American press acknowledge his
strong-man credentials and even
Henry Kissinger has been quoted
as saying that Rumsfeld was the
most ruthless man in the world
that he knew.

Mr Rumsfeld believes the US
shares a “complicated” relation-
ship with China, and being head of
the Congress committee to assess
ballistic mis- sile threats to the US,
is convinced that missile defence is
the way for- ward and that the US
military should be tailored for the
21st century.

To the world, Mr Rumsfeld
appears most confrontational in
the Bush Cabinet, he wants to arm
an Iraqi opposition and is the most
ardent proponent of the unilateral
approach vis-a-vis Taiwan, Korea
and Balkans. India therefore needs
to seriously engage with Mr
Rumnsfeld, and according to
reports, the powerful vice-presi-
dent Dick Cheney is dearly lean-
ing towards the Pentagon.

" Jaswant-Rumsfeld meet may

defence possibilities
Our Political Bureau QQ \ ; |

US senator uses
Tehelka scandal |
to slam India //

Aziz Haniffa r
WASHINGTON 4 APRIL

INDIA'S BETE noire inxy\(e us
Congress, Dan Burton, has’seized |
upon the recent disclosures by
tehelka.com about alleged irregu-
larities in defence deals, 1o casti-
gate New Delhi.

Indiana Republican Burton
also used the scandal to slam for-
mer defence minister George
Fernandes, referring to an artidle
in the Indian Express two years
ago that had reported that the
minister was allegedly trying to
put together an anti-US security
alliance.

Mr Burton, whose remarks
were inserted into  the
Congressional Record, said: “The
world has been shocked by the
recent news stories about a cor-
ruption scandal that has engulfed
the Indian government. Already
the president of the ruling BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party) and the
defence minister have been forced
to resign after they were caught
taking bribes from two internet
news reporters posing as arms
dealers in regard to a fake defence
contract. The opposition is calling
for the government to resign.”

Mr Burton said: “The resigna-
tion of defence minister George
Fernandes is no loss for friends of
democracy. Mr Fernandes is the
man who led a meeting in 1999
with the ambassadors of China,
Cuba, Russia, Libya, Serbia and
Traq aimed at putting together a
security alliance ‘to stop the US.
This meeting was reported in the
May 18, 1999, issue of the Indian
Express.” “Those of us who have
been following Indian and South
Asian issues are not surprised. The
Indian government has demon-
strated many times before how

deeply it-is infected with coreup-
tion,” he said. %s

i Pl
¥

NDIAN EXPRESS

- 5 APR 2001



e

India Caucus leaders

move to lift curb Zl
nlthe
ced a

INDIA CAUCUS leaders
US Congyress have introd
Bill to lift the post-Pokhrar} sanc-
tions against India and PaKlistan.
The move comes two days ghead
of Jaswant Singh's anrival |
here for India’s first formal Inter- |
action with the Bush Govern-
ment, 9'\,811 W oy

Singh is éxpected to pursué the
matter during his talks with Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell on
Friday. Powell has instituted an
omnibus review of sanctions
against several countries, but
has not set a deadline. The Con- -
gress’s past efforts helped miti-
gate the rigours of sanctions, but
they did not quite culminate in
the lifting of the sanctions.

HTC, Washington




“The fuss is missing, not the warmth

Wi

HE WILL be staying at the same
hotel and sleeping on the same
bed. Even the fridge in his suite
has been stacked with his
favourite Diet Coke. There is,
however, one difference - during
his last visit to India he was First
Citizen Bill Clinton, this time
round he is just Citizen Clinton.
Getting into Mamrya Sheraton
during Clinton’s wisit last year
was near impossible - even the
hotel staff needed special passes.
The entire hotel had been taken
over by the US Secret Service
and no guests were allowed. But
this time, things are different.
While an advance team is alrea-

Soni Sangwan
New Delhi, April 2

dy at the tﬁ, its presence is not
noticeablq. “The last time, the
lobby wasswarming with Secret
Service agents with a stock reply
to all queries ‘We do not know’,”
says a hotel employee.

Clinton’s entourage has been
drastically trimmed to about 15
rooms and $uites in all. There’s
also a difference in the profile of
his team. “Last year the bulk of
the rooms were taken by offi-
cials, Secret Service and the
media team. This time Clinton’s
entourage comprises NRIs,” a
hotel source revealed.

On this visit, Clinton is a guest
of the America India Founda-
tion, a group of NRIs working
towards strengthening Indo-US
relations and also for charity.

Vinod Gupta, a moving force
behind the AIF, is believed to
have invited him for this visit.
The hotel staff eagerly await
their “most friendly guest”. “He
broke the security cordon during
his last visit ang mingled with
the staff in the kitchen, knelt on

the floor to pose for photographs
and just won everyone over;
recalled an employee. But the
pressure of the last visit is not
there. “We know what he likes
and what he dislikes and every-
thing has been taken care of.”

And so the Chandragupta
suite awaits Clinton with
arrangements of orchids (he is
allergic to pollen), a stepper for
him to start his day (he is a
health freak), muesli and honey
for breakfast and fresh fruits (he
hates canned fruits). The hotel
hopes that what his last visit did
to the Bukhara, this one will do
to their Golf Bar.

-On Page 3:'S i

Clinton visit.




ﬁwt to discuss
sanctions with U.S.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami /

WASHINGTON, APRIL 3. The External
Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, arrives here on Thursda
on a short and yet crisp official
visit. Mr. Singh’s main pro-
gramme is on Friday before he
leaves for home on Saturday.

The Minister comes at a time
when the foreign policy establish-
ment here is consumed with the
developments in the South China
Seas and in yet another shouting
match between the United States
and China. But this backdrop
should have little or no impact on
the general discussions Mr. Singh
is due to have with the key players
of the Bush foreign policy team.

Mr. Singh also comes to Wash-
ington at a time when the person
generally credited with the up-
swing in bilateral relations - the
former American President, Mr.
Bill Clinton - is in India. Aside
from visiting the earthquake hit
areas of Gujarat Mr. Clinton is ex-
pected to have discussions with
senior leaders in India. ,{9, )

Mr. Singh joins several “othe
high-ranking officials, ministers
and leaders from all over the
world who have visited Washing-
ton to learn more about the Bush
administration, especially the
general thrusts of foreign policy.
The administration here, for the
most part, is still feeling its way
around; and in that context it too
would be keen on finding out
from Mr. Singh where India is
coming from on a range of issues,
bilateral, regional and global.

The Minister is due to meet the
key players of the Bush foreign
policy team - the Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell, the De-
fence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfield, and the National Se-
curity Advisor, Ms. Condoleeza
Rice. Mr. Singh is also due to in-
teract with some lawmakers at a
dinner on Thursday night. Con-
gress will be starting its Easter Re-
cess at the time of Mr. Singh's
arrival in Washington.

The discussions that Mr. Singh
will be having here - including on
the issue of the existing sanctions
- will be on a general level, it is
being pointed out. The Minister
may have some private meetings
with Indian American community
leaders, but at present there are
o plans for Mr. Singh to address
the community. Senior Indian
diplomats make the point that the

ush administration has beer
lquite receptive towards India
and that all indications thus fai
have been that Washington is
keen on maintaining the width of
the bilateral cooperation and en-
gagement as has been laid out in
the last two years of the Clinton
administration. Of particular em-
phasis are the Dialogue Architec-
ture and the Vision Statement.

What will be of interest in the
coming months is to see the ex-
tent to which India and the Unit-
ed States pursue the depth of the
bilateral relations; and at the level
at which the two countries are go-
ing to maintain the dialogue.

And the 12 rounds of talks with
the then Deputy Secretary of
State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, Mr. Jas-
want Singh is credited with hav-
ing laid new and more solid
parameters of the new evolving
friendship. It remains to be seen
whether the Bush administration
is keen on maintaining interac-
tions at the Deputy Secretary lev-
gl; though an argument could be
made that even if the present ad-
ministration is not inclined to
pursue at this level, it has more to
do with the style of functioning
than anything else.

1t is being pointed out that the
Bush administration has already
signalled its intention of keeping
a high level of interaction with In-
dia in the appointment of Mr.
Robert Blackwill as the American
Ambassador to India. Mr. Black-
will is known to be close to Mr.
Bush and his national security ad-
visor, Ms Rice. At one time Mr.
Blackwill was tipped to be the
Deputy National Security Advisor,
a very senior position in the White
House. The Bush administration
is also said to be close to naming
the Assistant Secretary for South
Asian Affairs, although it is not
clear if a nomination will be made
before Mr. Singh arrives here or
during his stay. Any number of
names have been doing the
rounds in the last several weeks
including that of Mr. Mathew Da-
ley, a known India hand and pres-
ently in the Policy Planning
Division of the State Department;
and Ms. Christina Rocca, a senior
foreign policy advisor to Repub-
lican Senator Sam Brownback
who heads the Senate Sub Com-
mittee on Near East and South
Asia of the Foreign Relations

Committee./ ‘
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/jaswant’s U.S. visit aims at
getting the ducks in a row

!

«~ By Chidanand Rajghatta
**The Times of India News Service
-WASHINGTON In the first for-
“Mal high-level bilateral contact be-
tween the Vajpayee government
"and the Bush administration, exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant Singh
will arrive in Washington later this
week while the U.S.is still labouring
.over the decision to lift sanctions
~against India.

Mr Singh, who is India’s first min-
ister to hold both the foreign and
defence portfolios, will meet with
the troika of Bush foreign policy
principals, including secretary of

-~state Colin Powell, defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld and national
_security adviser Condoleeza Rice.
»No Indian mirister has managed
.such a feat, but officials say too
“much need not be read into it be-
cause this is more in the nature of
.introductory meetings. Still, it is
-quite a calendar for the peripatetic
»Indian minister in the first warm
month of the year when the world’s
power-mongers troop into Wash-
..ington. Mr Singh’s meeting with Mr
~Rumsfeld and Ms Rice was fixed
even before the former Indian
,Army major took up the additional

« job as defence minister.

Just how weighty the visit would
. he given the Bush administration is

still in its teething days is a matter

of conjecture just now. Although
one U.S. official used an American
colloquialism (“it will be useful for
getting the ducks in a row™) to sum
up the expectation from the visit,
his subsequent observations could
well lead Indians to extract a differ-
ent meaning from the expression.
The official said he did not see
sanctions being lifted now, because

@ Jaswant’s visit is the first high-
level call on Bush administration

@ Visit comes when U.S.-China
relation is at a low over collision
of planes

the administration was still review-
ing the sanctions policy at a global
level. Considering the number of
times New Delhi has expressed
hope that sanctions would be re-
voked, Indians may have added an-
other duck to the several they have
scored in this game.

Mr Powell, in fact, is yet to hold a
South Asia policy meeting aside
from the introductory briefing he
had from the South Asia bureau
soon after his appointment as sec-
retary of state. Officials acknowl-
edge that he has been more focused
on squeaky wheels like China, West
Asia, Japan and Macedonia.

THE TRMES OF INDls

o

Getting the ducks in ﬂw could
also suggest other impdnderables.
Washington is in a state of high
dudgeon these days, with the row
between the U.S. and China over
mid-air collision of military planes
and American edginess over Pak-
istan’s journey to rack and ruin.

Also in town this fortnight are a
Taliban representative trying to ex-
plain his organisation’s bizarre out-
look of life and religion and the in-
tense Kashmiri separatist Yasin
Malik, who is here for medical
treatment.

Mr Powell will host a lunch for Mr
Singh on Friday. He will meet Mr
Rumsfeld later in the day. Mr
Singh’s visit also comes amid reports
of differences between the state de-
partment and the defence depart-
ment over policy matters. The gener-
al perception is that the Rumsfeld-
Cheney combination is the more
Cold War-oriented hardline combi-
nation and the Powell-Rice team is
the more pragmatic one.

Mr Rumsfeld, in fact, ruffled some
Indian sensitivities few weeks back
when he clubbed India amid the so-
called rogue nations that were re-
ceiving Russian missile technology.
Administration officials now say the
remark was aimed more at Russia
and it was unfortunate that India got
clubbed with the other countries,

7
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By K.K. Katyal

o
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. Will the recent 5ge\zhelka
expose and its impact on the Central Govern-
ment affect India’s dialogue with the new U.S.
administration, scheduled for next week? Mar-
ginally, if at all. Just as the alarm caused by the
recent off-the-cuff remarks from Washington
has waned, so a drastic reassessment by the
U.S. on the degree of stability of the BJP-led
coalition is increasingly unlikely now.

None among the American interlocutors of
the External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant
Singh, (who will be seeing, among others, his
counterpart, Mr. Colin Powell) could be expect-
ed to pretend that nothing serious happened in
New Delhi in the last three weeks but the possi-
bility of a major change, of attitude or of strate-
gy, is to be discounted.

In the final analysis, Mr. Jaswant Singh’s in-
teraction with the new administration in Wash-
ington would be what it was meant to be before
the Tehelka shake-up. With onc difference —
Mr. Singh may be queried on the happenings in
the aftermath of the expose and he may restate
the known official position.

As was intended, the dialogue will be signif-
icant as the first formal high-level contact be-
tween India and the new administration, and as
an opportunity to be used by New Delhi to fill
the information gaps that might have appeared
during the transition. And the issues could not
be different from those envisaged earlier - nu-
clear and security matters, in the context of the
Indian tests, New Delhi’s nuclear doctrine, ¢s-
pecially its plans for a minimum credible deter-

rent, the Sittfagi in South Asia, notably
ndia-Pakistan tis, prospects of dialogue and
the like, and Amlerican decisions on National
Missile Defence.

If Washington tyeats the Singh-Powell meet-
ing as part of the “architecture of dialogue”’,
agreed upon during the visit of the former U.S.
President, Mr. Bill Clinton, last year, it would be
a good augury for continuity.

Any misgivings that might have arisen in
Washington because of the recent develop-
ments here may well be offset by the realisation
there that there was a high degree of consensus
in India over the development of retations with
the U.S. The position of the ruling coalition was
clearly enunciated during and after the high-
level visits — of Mr. Clinton to India and of the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to the
U.S. — with the two sides happy at the opening
of a new chapter. The Congress, largest party in
the Opposition, has no difference with the basic
stand of the Government — the same ideas,
same reservations.

Congress concurs

This was evident from the resotution on for-
eign policy, adopted recently by the Congress
plenary in Bangalore. ‘India and the U.S." was
the first item, under specific heads, followed
first by the relationship with the European
Union and then the ties with Russia.

“The Congress welcomes the growth of a
wholesome relationship with the U.S., our ma-
jor democratic partner in world politics,” it said
while noting that “even as a friend the U.S.
pursues foreign polic? objectives that are, at
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Tehelka may Znot affect Indo-U.S. dialogue

times, quite different from ours.” There was no
discordant note in regard to the official policy
towards the U.S. Like the Government, the
Congress too recognised that the new adminis-
wration would take time to address, in a mea-
ningful way, issues related to South Asia; and
called for removal of the sanctions and the re-
peal of the U.N. Security Coungil resolution
adopted after Pokhran-11. The Left parties,
however, have a different perception of U.S.
policies.

There was no serious difference between the
Government and the Congress on the conduct
of economic relationship with the U.S. The res-
olution on economic policy did seek to demar-
cate the Congress from the official stand, not
because of any substantive reasons but because
it did not want to be projected as the B-team of
the NDA as was done by the ruling side after the
Congress support to it on insurance bill, land
ceiling legislation and FERA.

Blackwill’s task

The nomination of a new U.S. ambassador to
India, Mr. Bob Blackwill, and the projection of
the appointment by the U.S. President, Mr. Ge-
orge W. Bush, have been received well here —
in particular, the President’s remark: “Bab
Blackwill understands the important place In-
dia holds in my foreign policy agenda.” The
meetings of the new Indian ambassador, Mr. .
Lalit Mansingh, and Mr. Blackwi fmely for |
obvious reasons, may serve
ceptions in Washingtonever the impact of the
expose.
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S INDIA prepares to engage the

Bush Administration in the next

few weeks, there will a renewed

‘ocus on the perennial theme of
nuclear weapons and non-proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction. As it turns
out, the advent of the Bush Administra-
tion may have opened a real possibility for
New Delhi and Washington to change the
traditional framework through which they
have discussed nuclear questions.

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jas-
want Singh, is likely to meet the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, early
next. month in Washington. The Jaswant-
Powell meeting should be able to set the
course for the long promised new engage-
ment between India and the United
States. Although Indo-U.S. relations im-
proved significantly in the last year of the
Clinton Administration, much remains to
‘be done in finding common political
ground.

Since India’s first nuclear test in 1974,
differences over nuclear non-proliferation
have been one of the most difficult obsta-
cles for the improvement of bilateral rela-
tions. After the second round of Indian
tests in May 1998, New Delhi and Wash-
ington launched on an intensive and sus-
tained dialogue on nuclear issues. The ten
rounds of talks between Mr. Jaswant
Singh and the then U.S. Deputy Secretary
of State, Mr. Strobe Talbott, helped reduce
mutual misperceptions on nuclear issues.

While Messrs Singh and Talbott
changed the tone and tenor of the Indo-
U.S. nuclear discourse, there was no final
bridging of the divide. The U.S. was keen
to get India on board the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, which New Delhi found
difficult to sign. Right up to its last days,
the Clinton Administration had insisted
that the full patential of Indo-U.S. rela-
tions would not be realised unless the nu-
clear differences were resolved. While
many of the U.S. sanctions imposed after
Pokharan were diluted, some key mea-
sures have remained in place.

Mr. Singh and Gen. Powell will no doubt
discuss the question of continuing the nu-
clear dialogue under'the new Administra-
tion and decide the level at which it will be

conducted. But what makes the next
phase of Indo-UA8. nuclear dialogue an

\A

India could

opt a positive attitude towards the

emergence of missile defences if it is part of a considered

shift to

more credible nuclear order.

exciting one is the promise of the Presi-
dent, Mr. George W. Bush, to depart rad-
ically from the nuclear agenda of- the
Clinton Administration.

The Bush national security team has
come to Washington with a set of nuclear
assumptions that are very different from
those which informed the world view of
Mr. Bill Clinton. First is a strong commit-
ment to build defences against ballistic
missiles. In the last couple of months, the
Bush Administration has proclaimed its
determination to go ahead

arms control were premised on the belief
that offensive nuclear weapons were
“good” and defences against them were
“bad”. The theology decreed that peace
between nuclear adversaries could only
by sustained by the certainty of retaliation
by offensive nuclear forces. Defences, the
mantra said, would complicate deterrence
by reducing the effectiveness of nuclear
forces. The new emphasis in the U.S. on
defences, then, challenges the nuclear
mythology of the last five and a half dec-

with the plans despite political

ades. It also implies a basic re-

WORLD VIEW consideration of traditional

opposition in Europe, Russia
and China. Mr. Bush has signalled that he
is ready to proceed unilaterally if neces-
sary and in violation of the Anti-Ballistic
Missile Treaty of 1972 that restricts the
development and deployment of defenc-
es,

Second, the Bush Administration is also
debating the possibility of negotiating
deep reductions in offensive nuclear
forces with Russia. There are some sug-
gestions in the U.S. media that the Bush
Administration might even be prepared
for unilateral reductions in its nuclear ar-
senal. Third, the Bush team rejects the
CTBT as a fatally flawed arrangement. Un-
derlying that view is the assumption that
some proliferation of nuclear weapons is
inevitable, and treaties like the CTBT are
incapable of preventing backlash states
from acquiring nuclear weapons.

Somewhat counter-intuitively the Bush
Administration’s nuclear package appears
to have opened up a rare opportunity to
recast the basic assumptions of the Indo-
U.S. nuclear dialogue. That the CTBT,
which dominated Indo-U.S. dialogue over
the last few years, may no longer be cen-
tral is only of limited significance. Far
more important is the new direction that
the Bush Administration has begun to set
with its simultaneous emphasis on build-
ing defences and reducing offensive nu-
clear forces.

Until now, both nuclear deterrence

assumptions of arms control,
which is the flip side of nuclear deter-
rence. A new dialogue focussed on NMD
and its impact on arms control should
help India and the U.S. transcend the
framework of their nuclear dialogue in the
last couple of years.

India, on its part, had exercised some
restraint in responding to the internation-
al debate on the U.S. plans for missile de-
fences. Curbing its traditional temptation
to launch into an attack mode, India reac-
ted in a low-key manner to the NMD. In-
dia certainly cautioned the U.S. against a
unilateral termination of the ABM Treaty
and pointed to the dangers of militarisa-
tion of outer space. But unlike China, Rus-
sia and France, it was unwilling to get into
a confrontation with the U.S. on missile
defences.

The Indian reserve on the NMD has
turned out to be a prudent move. Sensing
the depth of the U.S. political commit-
ment to the NMD, the West Europeans
have begun to tone down their criticism.
They propose, instead, to engage Wash-
ington in order to influence American pol-
icy. Russia is opposed to the NMD, but has
come_up with its own proposals for de-
fengés against missiles. Negotiations have
w been set on the subject between the
.S. and Russia. China continues to cam-
paign against the NMD, but it is within
reason to expect that Washington and
Beijing would soon talk abou’ defences.

.
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ialogue on NMD?

By C. Raja Mohan

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald
Rumsfeld, is also believed to have offered
to talk to India on the NMD. This should
provide a much wider template for a fu-
ture Indo-U.S. nuclear dialogue. It would
open the door for the two sides to review
together where the idea of nuclear deter-
rence is headed in the new millennium. It
should also create new room for thinking
about the best possible means to prevent
the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction and the prospects for bilateral
cooperation in the future.

India could adopt a positive attitude to-
wards the emergence of missile defences,
if it is part of a considered shift to a more
credible nuclear order. Four elements
may be critical in shaping India’s ap-
proach to missile defences. One, the NMD
must be accompanied by deep cuts in ex-
isting nuclear arsenals. India also believes
the nuclear arsenals of the major powers
must move towards a less threatening
posture. Deep nuclear cuts could be an
important step towards the long pro-
claimed Indian objective of total nuclear
abolition.

Two, the transition to a defence-orient-
ed nuclear regime must be through nego-
tiations and widest possible consultations
among the nuclear powers in order to en-
sure stability. Russia itself might not be
averse to a negotiated modification of the
ABM treaty. Three, there is a strong need
for political and technological coopera-
tion among the major powers in promot-
ing a defensive nuclear regime. In the
U.S., itself, the idea of cooperating with
others has been central in the evolution of
the thinking on defences.

Four, in the creation of a more effective
international regime against proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction, the U.S.
needs to treat India as part of the solution
and not the problem. That logic was built
into the Jaswant-Talbott dialogue but
could not be taken to its logical conclu-
sion because of the basic limitations of the
nuclear thinking within the Clinton Ad-
ministration. But the nuclear departures
being proposed by the Bush Administra-
tion may hold out the prospect, if only
over the longer term, for a better nuclear
understanding between New Delhi and

Washington. // .
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New Delhi, Mavxch 8: South
BIOCI'_{ is pressing for a bilateral
meeting between foreign minister
Jaswant Singh and US secretary
of state Colin Powvell this month.
The government is insisting
on an early date for the meeting
l_ﬁep&}use it is keen not to lose the
mmz_atiye in the current bon-
homie in Indo-US relations and
glso because it wants to build up
an early rapport” with the new
dispensation in Washington.
Though it’s a bilateral visit
where the entire gamul of the
India-US relations will come up
for_ review, the proposed trip is
bemg termed as a “familiarisa-
tion” programme for Singh with
the key players in the Bush ad-
ministration, particuiarty Powell.
If thee visit materialises, it will
not only be the first meeting be-
tvyeen the two, but also the first
high-level visit from Delhi to
Washington after the Bush be-
caine President early this year.
) Senior foreign ministry offi-
cials here feel that earlier Singh
biiilds a rapport with his Ameri-

gver, we d not let go of the
momentum fhe two sides have
been ahle to bjild during the Clin-
ton administration,” an official in
South Block sald.

Chinese foreign minister Tang
Jiangxuan and British foreign
secretary Robin Cook have had
meetings with their American
counterpart over the past few
months. South Block officials feel
Singh should not lag behind.

The only problem with the
dates of Singh’s visit — which are
still being worked out — 18 that
the foreign minister is alsq the
leader of Rajya Sabha and,
therefore, may not be able to be
away from the country for along
time when Parliament is in
session.

But external affairs ministry
officials argue that Parliament is
in session for nearly six months in
a year and though it curtails trips
abroad for the foreign minister, it
should not be made to stand in the
way of his undertaking important
visits.

The provision for regular in-
teractions between the Indian for-

eign minister and the US secre-
tary of state has already been
thought of in the Vision Siate-
ment the two sides announced
during the visit of Bill Clinton to
the country early last-year.
Though it is unlikely that Singh
will get a chance to meet the Presi-
dent, he will get the opportunity of
meefing other key functionaries,
including Vice-President Dick
Chenny and national security ad-
viser Condeleeza Rice.

Though Singh got a number of
opportunities of interacting with
Tis former US counterpart Made-
line Albright, his main discussion
on key issues like disarmament
and nuclear non-proliferation
were held with the number two in
the state department, Strobe Tal-
bott. The'two had last met in Lon-
don in January during the 12th
round of their talks on these key
issues, before Clinton embarked
on his state visit to India — the
first American President to come
here in 22 years.

Despite the excellent personal
chemistry between Singh and Tal-
bott, no meetings between the two
had taken place after Clinton’s

visit. This is primarily because
the Clinton administration was at
the end of its tenure. And perhaps
because there was no further
movement on the contentious
issue of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) — an agree-
ment on which the Americans
were keen to see Dethi put its sig-
natureto.

Singh can at least go ahead
with the meeting with Powell in
the full knowledge that CTBT
under the Bush administration is
no more an issue. The Republi-
cans had played a key role in en-
suring that the American Senate
does not ratify if. i is unlikely
that they will press India toput its
signature to the treaty. which. ac-
cording to many experts, is almost
3 dead agreement.

This apart, the two sides will
get a chance to talk about a num-
ber of important issues, including
the US-proposed national missile
defence system, international tey-
rorism, developments in
Afghanistan and the status of
Indja-Pakistan relations and the

possibility of resuming M

stalled dialogue. -
e
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B ILL CLINTON and George W. Bush

in the same year, gradu-

ated from\college in the same year,
and rose from ®eing governors of their
home states to leading their country. But
these two baby boomers are as different
as can be found in the American politi-
cal class. The Bush presidency will be
far removed from the Clinton approach
and style.

Clinton was a wily showman, with a
knack for stealing other people’s ideas
and playing to the public gallery What he
lacked most was consistency, as shown by
the way his policies zigged and zagged.

He cared little for his touted goals. The

Clinton Doctrine, in keeping with its
author, was largely exhibitionist, leaving
things messier wherever the President
intervened.

Bush, in contrast, is a methodical plan-
ner and tenacious plodder, whose policies
will be founded on clear principles and
strategies. He has wasted no time as Pres-
ident to plainly lay out his National Mis-
sile Defence priority. At a time of unpar-
alleled American prosperity and domi-
nance, it needed a resolute strategist like
him to edge out the incumbent vice pres-
ident, however contentiously.

Indian diplomacy has to deal with the
profound change that has taken place in
Washington. Although the Democratic
Party is a sizeable minority, the fact
remains that Washington today is a
Republican city, with the White House,
Senate and House in Republican control.
For the first time since 1956, the Democ-
rats don’t control any of the centres of
the government. For India, there is no
“my dear Strobe” to hold secret talks
with. Nor is there a President who knows
how to massage the Indian ego without
delivering on substance.

Clinton had no India policy, even in the
last nine months of his presidency when
he made himself immensely popular
with the Indian chattering class. Clinton
demonstrated his lack of understanding
or concern for the world’s largest democ-
racy throughout his administration. He
was the first US President to raise Kash-
mir in his UN address. He also sold hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of
high-tech arms to Islamabad under the
Hank Brown amendment, and grouped
India with North Korea and Pakistan in
lhis State of the Union address.

When he finally came to India towards
the fag end of his presidency, he exulted
over Indian food and his dance with
Rajasthani village women. But what did
hie deliver? If he spent five days in India
and just five hours in Islamabad, it is
because Pakistan has been doing a great

job soiling its international image, what
with its Kargil invasion and subsequent
military coup and its enduring support to
thie Taliban. Before leaving the White
House, Clinton let China off the hook
onl its missile transfers to Pakistan
and blessed an IMF bailout package

By BRAHMA CHELLANEY

REACH OUT TO HIM: President Bush at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange

for Islamabad.

After the sterile years under Clinton,
the US and India now have an opportuni-
ty to begin forging a real strategic part-
nership. The growing convergence of
Indian and US interests in Asia under-
girds the need for such a partnership.
India, however, is sending out wrong sig-
nals, even if inadvertently, at a time when
it should be assiduously cultivating the
new Bush team.

An easy way to be unpopular with the
Bush White House is to be associated
with the Washington-based lobbying
firm, Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard,
McPherson and Hand, a firm that for long
has funded the Texan Democratic estab-
lishment. Founded by men close to fellow
Texan President Lyndon B. Johnson,
Verner, Liipfert, et al has over the decades
provided seed money to Texan Democrats
seeking national office. It funded Lloyd
Bentsen, who beat Bush senior in a Sev-
enties Senate race, and incumbent Gov-
ernor Ann Richards, who lost to Bush
junior and now works for that firm.

Such is the Bush family’s allergy to
Verner, Liipfert, et al that Republican
Senator Dan Coats was whispered to have
lost out to Donald Rumsfeld for the
Defence Secretary’s job because he works
for that firm. Nonetheless, India still
retains Verner, Liipfert, e al for lobbying.

Another wrong Indian signal to the
Bush White House is the latest controver-
sy over Enron. The Texas-based Enron
Corp. is headed by close Bush buddy Ken-
neth Lay. As the single largest contribu-
tor to the Bush campaign, donating more
than half a million dollars, Lay has a
direct line to the President.

The Nineties Enron deal — the largest-
ever single foreign investment in India —
was advertised as the harbinger of major
FDI flow. But such was the Indian zeal to
clinch the deal that Enron was given
exceptionally sugared terms, including a
pricing formula that saddled the state
electricity board with the liability of a
surge in international oil price and a fall
in the rupee exchange value. Even before
the Dabhol project’s three times larger
second phase has been commissioned,
Maharashtra cannot afford the electrici-
ty bills. The newest Enron controversy,
unfortunately, erupted just as Bush
entered the White House.

The worst signal to the Bush White
House is India’s readiness to host a visit
by Clinton, who wants to emulate anoth-
er former US President, Jimmy Carter, as
a peace broker and global healer. Clinton,
in his first major overseas trip since leav-
ing the White House, is tentatively sched-
uled to begin a tour of earthquake-rav-
aged Gujarat from April 2.

Clinton’s coming to India at a time
when he is engulfed by a swirl of contro-
versy, particularly over his midnight par-
dons of more than 140 felons, can only
yield negative publicity. It will take Clin-
ton a lifetime to rebuild his shattered
image. The scandals show him as a cor-
rupt, seif-centred man: the connection
between donor pledges to the Clinton
Library Foundation and certain pardons;
the role of his brother and brother-in-law
in pleading the cases of drug dealers and
other assorted felons; the release of four
convicted swindlers in exchange for votes
from their Hasidic Jewish community for
Hillary Clinton; and the Marc Rich par-

. Beating about the Bush

don after the fugitive broker funnelled
money to Clinton and the Democratic
Party through his ex-wife. Now it is easi-
er to understand how China managed to
buy influence all the way up to the
Clinton White House.

Although the idea of a Gujarat tour
was suggested to Clinton by some mem-
bers of the Indian-American community,
his planned visit puts India in a tight
spot. While the ‘healer’ Clinton seeks
atonement in his trip, efforts to address
homelessness and inadequate relief in
Gujarat can only be disrupted by another
high-profile tour. At a time when storm
clouds still follow Clinton and few
Deimocrats are willing to offer even a
token defence of him, India would do well
to advise him to come some other time.

The tour is unlikely to make India pop-
ular with the Republicans who would like
Clinton to continue to stew in his own
soup at home. All this at a time when
India can ill-afford to take the risk of get-
ting on the wrong side of Bush Inc. As it
is, the Government of India stirred up an
avoidable impression during the US pres-
idential campaign that it favoured Gore.

This notion was reinforced by Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s poorly
timed visit to Washington and New York
last September and his meetings with
Gore, Hillary Clinton, et al and some
Democratic fund-raisers from the Indian-
American community. In the presidential
race, the Indian-American community —
which has been playing a central role in
rallying support for India in Washington
— erred in putting most of its eggs in the
Democratic basket.

India will have to work hard to develop
a rapport with the Bush team, which
includes a who’s who of corporate Amer-
ica. While China has been quick to
appoint a new ambassador in Washing-
ton personally known to the Bush family,
India can boast of no such special
connection. But India enjoys a greater
commonality of interests with the
US. Bush’s national-security agenda,
although driven by hawks, is of no direct
concern to India.

In Asia, where China is anything but a
status quo power, there can be no power
equilibrium without New Delhi and
Washington working together on shared
interests. Vajpayee, who could not meet
Bush last September, should plan an early
working visit to Washington.

If India is to be an important element
in the Bush foreign policy, it has to be
seen in Washington as a reliable strategic
partner. This in turn means that it should
be able to contribute tangibly to any joint
strategy and deliver on its part of the bar-
gain. An India that is unable to deal with
Pakistan-backed terrorists in Kashmir
and allows the situation there to become
messier, and is too diffident on China,
will be treated the way it has been by alt
previous US administrations — ina pure—
ly subcontinental framework. ~

//‘
>

= UINDUSTAN TR - 8 MAR W,



{/'_Are

eral expectatiop was that

there would be continuity iMndo-US -

relations. This was based on the views
expressed by Bush in his election cam-
paign and Secretary of State General

. Colin Powell talking about the need to

give more attention to India in his testi-
mony before the US Congress during
his confirmation hearing, Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee had spoken to
Bush on telephone during his visit to
Washington in September. His Priricipal

Secretary Brajesh Mishra had met Bu- -

sh’s National Security Adviser Condo-
leeza Rice. There were signals that there
shall be continuity in Indo-US relations.
The earthquake in Gujarat was an unex-
pected catalyst for testing this assump-
tion. Bush spoke to Vajpayee immedi-
ately after the earthquake conveying
sympathy and concern and assurances
of relief assistance. Condoleeza Rice
spoke to Mishra on the same lines.

"The senjor foreign and security pol-
icy appointments made so far by Bush
confirmed assessments regarding conti-
nuity, Vice-President Cheney and new
Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
are experienced hands in security prob-
lems, having been defence secretariesin
the previous Republican administra~

tion. General Colin Powell as Chiairman *

Joint Chiefs of Staff oversaw the begin-
ning of defence cooperation on security
mattersbetween India and the USin the
1990s. Richard Armitage, whom Bush
had appointed as Deputy Secretary of
State for Defence, has dealt with Asia
and the Far East during the Reagan ad-
ministration. Bush has not appointed an
Assistant Secretary of State for South
Asiatosucceed Karl Inderfurth.

The month of February witnessed

some critical developments in Indo-US
relations. First, the US threatening im-
position of trace sanctions on Indian ex-
ports to the US, if India did not remove
quanptitative restrictions on importing

soda ash from the US. (Itis not an acci-

dent that Vice-President Cheney comes
form Wyoming, the largest soda ash
producingstate in the US).

Then the US Secretary for Defence
Donald Rumsfeld, while describing
Russia as a nuclear protiferator, criti-
cised Russia for supplying nuclear reac-
tors for power generation to
countries like Libya, North
Korea and India, which
could constitute a security
threat to the US. Rums-
feld’s clubbing India with
Libya and North Korea is
resented in India, and gen- - -
erated concern about the
Bush government’s atti-
tude. Rumsfeld’s statement
was compounded by the

J. N. Dixir

e et

mgavisittoNewDelhiirﬂanuaryéaid

that India and the US should be prepa-

red to face some hiccups in bilateral
relations as the new US administration
settlesdown. '

How should one reactin terms of po-
licy towards these developments. First,

we must remember'the mindset of thc '
top political figures advising -

Bush on foreign and secus
ity policies. Cheney, Rum-
sfeld and Colin Powell have
a mindset of the Republi:
can administrations of th

sertive postures against the
former Soviet Union:
the architects of its Middl

Yy
‘:‘SF

would do well to remember that punitive
restrictions against Indla have never worked

US State Department spokesman’s

statement in which he suggested that

Russia should not supply uranium fuel
for the Tarapur atomnic power reactor.
He proceeded to suggest that Russia
should pull back from the contracts
which it has signed with India for supply-
ing reactors to be located in Tamil Nadu.

The fourth critical developmenit was
the US carrying out air strikes against
Iraq without referring the matter to the
Security Council. The US spokesman
justified this action as a Toutine opera-
tion within the framework of the earlier
Security Council resolutions. India was
sharply critical of the air strikes. The

* Government of India considered them

unnecessary and increasing the suffer-

ingsof the people of Irag.
The question is whether Indo-US

" relations are again going off the rails or

whether these developments are only a

temporary phase. That such difficulties.

may arise was ot Frank

Wisner, former US envoy to India, dur-

the Gulf War. Their perceptions abaut

India and Pakistan is also rooted in their

experiencesof thisperiod. ’
Rumsfeld’s views about Russia be~

- inga nuclear proliférator is areaction to

Russia’sopposition to the National Mis-
sile Defence which the Bush administra-
tion proposes to implement, combined
with Theatre Missile Defence plans in

* While on issues like the Comprehe-
nsive Test Ban Treaty, the US maynotbe
insistentwith Indiabecause the Bush ad-
ministration itself isnot keenonit, it (the
Bush Administration)would want India
to remain under genera} pressure for
falling in line with the global non-prolif-
eration agenda of the US, Bush policy

planners may have the assessment that -

while asking Indiato roll back its nuclear
[capacities iay not be a practical proposi-
tion, the, attesiipt to fréeze India’s nu-

 fve, The'US objcting, o supplies of

‘fudearfuel to the Rarapur reactor isand

APRAN eX¥

| Eastpolicies culminatingh.
" The new policy makers of the Bush administration

Indo-US relations‘goir"\goﬁ the rails?

arly days yet

shouldbe amatter of serious concern for
India, asit has significant economic and
technological implications. There is
everyreason to examine the implications
of these critical developments and Wash-
ington must alsotake note of the fact that
over the last two months, Mishra hashad
useful discussions with Donald Rums-
feld and with Condoleeza Rice on the
expansion of Indo-US relations. The US
of spare parts for Sea King helicoptersof
the Indian Navy. One can hope forsome
practicality in the USAs attitudes to-
wards India, given these latter interac-
tions. One should also wait for the full
complement of South Asia Policy advis-
ers to take position in the US govern-
ment. Sofar Assistant and Deputy Assis-
tant Secretaries for South Asia have not
been appointed. So Rumsfeld might not
have had the benefit of relevant political
advice, while he had inputs from the
non-proliferation hawk when he made
the statement referred to.

The new policy makers of the US

‘would also do well to rememiber that

punitive restrictions against India have
neverworked. The US stopped the sup-
plyof Russian cryogenicbooster engines
for Indian satellites. There was a certain
delay but India developed its own
booster engines by the late 90s. US sanc-
tions, post-Pokharan, created difficulties

* for India but they did not make any im-

pact on India’s policies. One hopes that
thc Bush administration exercises its ca-
pacity for historical recall in these re-
‘spectswhile formulating its India policy.
India should remember that Clinton
came to terms with India and adopted a
positive attitude only during the second
half of his second term. In the first five-
and- a-half years of his presidency India
was not even a blip on his foreign policy
radarscreen, There isnocause for alarm
or disappointment. India’s reactions
need not be instant and reactive. Let us
come to conclusions after the six-month

or one-year period about ident
Bush’s policies towards India.
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‘India i1s des
@(«r?

San Francisco, Feb. 23: Washington’s
concemn over the growing cooperation
between India and Russia in the transfer
of nuclear technology and fuel betrays a
post-Cold War hangover, one that some
experts believe could put considerable
strain on Indo-US relations.

Last week, US defence secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld’s warming that Russian
weapons technology provided to India
was posing a threat to the United States
was promptly corroborated by a state-
ment from the state department saying it
regretied Russta had shipped nuclear
fuel to the Tarapur power reactors. The
state department called for the deal to be
‘scrapped.

Prof. Sumit Ganguly, a professor of
Asian studies and government at the
University of Texas, Austin, was critical
of both Mr Rumsfeld as well as the state
department accusing them of being stuck
in a “Cold War time warp.”

“These comments are going to play
very badly in future Indo-US relations,”
Prof. Ganguly predicted, adding, “It was
an incredibly thoughtless statement from
Washington.” “Mr Rumsfeld is stuck in

By Astisd KUMAR SEN

peratqé\ or »energy and 1f A

a time warp... Thosg in power must
realise that the Cold\War is over. It is
comments such as these which are indi-
cators that President Bush’s advisers
haven’t come to terms with the changed
world order,” he said. :

Mr Rumsfeld had said in an interview
that armed with nuclear technology from
Russia, countries like India, lran and
North Korea were proving a threat to the
US and Western Europe.

“To club India with lran is an insult,”
fumed Prof. Ganguly. “This reveals how
listle India matters to Washington in
spite of secretary of state Colin Powell’s
encouraging remarks on US-India rela-
tions.” |

Ms Teresita C. Schaffer, director of the
South Asia programme at the Washing-
ton-based Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, said thi$ was a problem
more between the US and Russia rather
than the US and India.

“On Washington’s side it’s an issue
more with Russia than India,” she said,
addling. “Russia is still a wobbly point
when it comes to non-proliferation. But I
won’t say the present situation has noth-
ing to do with India.”

From 1989 to 1992, Ms Schaffer

served as deputy assistant secretary of
state for South Asia, at that time the
senior South Asia position in the state
department.

Pointing out that disagreements
between the US and Russia over deals
concerning nuclear technology had been
around for a long time, Ms Schaffer said
the Clinton administration would have
reacted in a similar manner.

“However, at that time these deals had
still not been formalised,” she added.

Recent reports suggest a Russian will-
ingness to help in the construction of
four more nuclear reactors for the
Kudamkulam power plant in Tamil
Nadu.

The deal to supply Kudamkulam's first
two reactors was formally signed in
1988 but revived only in 1997 when the
supplement to the agreement was signed.

A Russian daily also reported New
Dethi and Moscow could be close 1o
clinching a deal on leasing a Russian
nuclear submarine to the Indian Navy.

Mr Stephen Cohen, senjor fellow, for-

- eign policy studies, at the Washington-

based Brookings Institution wasn’t-sure
how these recently-aired concernswould
play in Washington as the maw adwmigis-

tration hadn’t even set up a South Astan

" bureau as yet.

But he conceded that the Bush team
needed to “take another look” at such
defence deals and sanctions. “We need
to understand more fully the military
balance implications of Russia’s deal-
ings with India. It’s unlikely to upset the
present balance in the region and will
probably increase, only marginally, Indi-
2’ defence capabilities vis-a-vis China,”
Mr Cohen explained.

Calling the US an “unreliable defence
partner.” Mr Cohen said, “It's for the
simple reason that we keep slapping
sanctions on other countries. Even 1f
India wanted to engage the US insuch a
partnership it would be hesitant to do so
for this very reason.”

While Mr Philip Recker. a spokesper-
son for the state department, termed
Russia’s supply of nuclear fuel to the
Tarapur power reactors in India a “viola-
tion of Russia’s non-prolifecation com-
mitments.” Prof. Ganguly retorted that it
was the US that was violating interua-
tional law by not supplying fuel to Tara-

Aﬁ agreement had been worked-at
under President Jimmmy Cap

[yl e T

< adminis-

tration after which the French started
supplying India with nuclear fuel for the
reacter at Tarapur.

“The US, which helped India set up the
plant at Tarapur, should now assist in
shutting it down. It’s an unsafe plant,”
Prof. Ganguly said. “India is desperate
for energy and if the US doesn’t help
someone else will.”

Saying statements such as Mr Rums-
feld's betrayed a “pathological insensi-
tivity” towards India, Prof. Ganguly
added, “If things continue in this vein 1
see much of the good work achieved by
Mr Jaswant Singh and Mr Strobe Talbott
unravelling.” -

As 2 member of the 39-nation Nuclear
Suppliers Group, Russia is cominitted
not to engage In nuclear cooperation
with any country that does not have
comprehensive safeguards on all its
nuclear facilities.

Mr Reeker said that at.a December
2000 meeting of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group. an “overwhelming majority” of
the members expressed their strong con-
cerns about Russia’s planned shipment
of nuclear fuel to India, which they
regarded as inconsistent with Russia’s
commitments.

4

peration betrays US Cold War hangover

merica doesn’t help, someone else will’

Rejecting Washington’s protestations,
officials in New Dethi said Tarapur was
fully under International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards and that the Ameri-
cans had themselves once supplied fuel
to it. Prof. Ganguly pointed out that
regardless of what the US wanted, India
would continue with its nuclear weapons
programme. “India clearly is not high on
Washington’s list of priorities. President
Bush hasn’t even appointed an ambas-
sador to India,” he said. .

Mr Cohen presented a less pessimistic
view saying there had been “no sigifi-
cant departure” in Indo-US ties so far.

“However, there are still a ot of unan-
swered questions,” he said, adding,
“While the Bush administration will not
be too bathered about the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty, non-proliferation
is still 2 major concern for it.”

He was optimistic that remaining sanc-
tions against India would “go very
quickly.” Ms Schaffer echoed Mr
Cohen’s point of view adding there
would not be a significant change in
President Bush’s policy towards India.
“The things that basicaliy d¢termine the
relationship are prett
said.
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New Delhi)\Feb. 21: India caucus

* co-chairman\Ed Royce today said

one of his top priorities was to get
Washington to lift the post-
Pokhran sanctions on Delhi.

The visiting Republican, who
skipped the visit to Pakistan this
afternoon, said US secretary of
state Colin Powell had made very
encouraging noises on the issue.
“We want to take advantage of
this opportunity and throw the
sanctions on India out of the
door,” he said.

Royce said lifting of the sanc-
tions, including those on the de-
fence sector, would create the
right atmosphere for India to get
access to dual-use technology.

Royce had come to India on
February 17 with three other
members of the India caucus in
connection with relief for the Gu-
jarat quake. The team had also
stopped over in Mumbali for the
international fleet review.

Though Royce held talks with
Hurriyat leaders, he and another
Republican Joe Pitts today chose
not to go Islamabad citing prior
engagements. Pitis flew back
home this morning,

The decision to skip the visit
fuelled speculation that the US
was serving a reminder to Pak-
istan that it was unhappy that the
country had not taken steps to re-
store democracy. At the same.
time, the visiting leaders were
proof that Islamabad was not to-

FHE
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Royce in Delhi. (AFP)
tally off the US agenda.

Royce said his team had dis-
cussed the evolution of the cease-
fire with the Prime Minister and
senior Cabinet members. “The In-
dian caucus is supportive of the
peace initiative taken by the Indi-
an government in Jammu and
Kashmir... We know where it is
meant to lead and we hope it is
leading there,” he said.

Royce said though the Indian
caucus was the second most-im-
portant pressure group in Capitol
Hill, it had to go a long way to
make -American investors inter-
ested in a big way in India. Refer-
ring to a recent survey where 56
per cent American investors
readily agreed to invest in China,
Royce said only 14 per cent were
willing to put money intg-India.
“Our main task is to thinK of ways
of bringing India firmly'on the US
trade map,” he saiq. /y(
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New Delhi is growmg complacent 111\1{s\/ US policy

N

ere is a story which the new
. United States secretary of
defence, Donald Rumsfeld,
recently told an audience,

among them Inhdia’s nation--

al security adviser and principal secre-
tary to the prime minister, Brajesh
Mishra. Speaking at a conference on Eu-
ropean security policy in Munich, Ger-
many, the 69-year-old Rumsfeld said that
on his flight to Munich, he had read
some eight newspaper articles, some of
which reminded him that he was US am-
bassador to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization 28 years earlier; others
told him that he was America’s youngest
secretary of defence 25 years ago, but
now he is the oldest.

Rumsfeld continued: “My wife,
Joyce, has read so many of these articles
in recent days that when I wake up in the
morning now, she rolls over, looks at me,
" and says, ‘Well, old timer, do you think
you are going to be able to make it out of
bed?’” The anecdote has far greater sig-
nificance than what Rumsfeld intended
to convey to his audience. Rumsfeld ac-
knowledged in Munich that “Europe
today is different from the Europe that I
lived in as ambassador to Nato”. Sois the
world. If Rumsfeld is aware of what
these changes have meant to humanity
— as he well seems to be — it can only be
positive for American diplomacy and
the international community.

But herein lies the problem. And
countries like India are going to be at the
receiving end of the problem. Even as
the new US secretary of defence freely
acknowledges that he is dealing with an
altogether new world in his second tour

of duty at the Peftagon, he genuinely be--

lieves that he has played a historic role
in making this new world possible. “I ap-
proved the M-1 tank and that is the main
battle tank”, Rumsfeld has said on
record more than once since he returned
to the Pentagon last month. “I was at the
roll-out of the F-16 aircraft, and the F-15
was brand new, and I approved the B-1
bomber. That is all 25 years ago. These
capabilities are what we have today in
large measure.”

Rumsfeld is on record that “the world
has changed dramatically since most of
the capabilities of our current military
were fashioned.” It is a matter of deep
conviction for Rumsfeld that because he
ordered and supervised the building of
these capabilities, “we do not get up
every morning and expect the Soviet
Union to come back to life and come rac-
ing across the north German plain or to
be poised with a ballistic missile attack
against the US”.

o wonder that Rumsfeld’s second
Ntour of duty as secretary of de-

fence is often described as “back
to the future”. No wonder at all that
Rumsfeld said what he said about India
last week. To briefly recapitulate, the
new secretary of defence remarked on
one of America’s most-watched televi-
sion news programmes that sale of
weapons technologiés to India, North
Korea and Iran was a major prolifera-
tion problem facing the George W. Bush

DIPLOMACY
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administration, that these technologies
in the hands of Iran, North Korea and
India “are threatening other people in-
cluding the US, western Europe and
countries in west Asia”.

Much as South Block, smitten by the
US, would have liked to have pretended
that Rumsfeld never made those com-
ments, the US state department made

this impossible for the mandarins of
Raisina Hill. Spiking rumours of differ-
ences of opinion between Rumsfeld and
the new secretary of state, Colin Powell,
the former said a few days ago: “That is
utter nonsense...there is no
tween Colin Powell’s views...and my
views”. As if to prove this point, within
48 hours of Rumsfeld’s outburst against
India, Powell’s state department called
upon Russia to halt shipments of not
clear fuel to reactors in Tarapur. It now
turns out that during the transition
from Bill Clinton’s presidency to that of
George W. Bush, the US had led the effort
among the 39-nation Nuclear Suppliers
Group to stop Russia from supplying nu-
clear fuel to India. Unsuccessfully as it
turned out.

Two questions are relevant in the
context of these early signals from the
Bush administration of a low level of
comfort with India. First, is this admin-
istration against India and do these
statements mark a return to the pre-Bill
Clinton era when the world’s most pow-
erful democracy and the most populous
democracy distanced themselves from
each other?

Second, is there anything that India
cando about it? There isnothing sofar to
suggest that the Bush administration is
in any way inimical to India. Quite the
contrary In fact, Bush said after his tele-
phone conversation with the prime min-
ister that the call to 7, Race Course Road
would have been made even if the earth-
quake had not occurred in Gujarat. But

‘ In the Republican
world of black and white,
India is a proliferator
1+ of weapons of
~ mass destruction ,

the fact remains that the Republican

White House needs a whipping boy or
several whipping boys in order togotoa
near-evenly divided congress and get
money for the horrendously expensive
national missile defence system which
Bush is committed to.

And the favourite whipping boy, as
far as one can see, is going to be Russia.
But this is not to say that India is only in-
cidental to the process. There has been
great rejoicing in New Delhi that the
Bush administration will not resubmit
the comprehensive test ban treaty to the
US senate, which refused to ratify it dur-
ing the Democratic presidency.

There are people in South Block and
sections of the National Democratic Al-
liance government who have equated

, %/yThe power to hurt .

this reluctance by Republicans to ratify
the CTBT with some sort of empathy
with India’s own principled opposition
to global test ban the way it is structured
now. The truth, though, is very different.

ment to non-proliferation is deep.

Unlike in the Clinton administra-
tion, there are no two views on relations
with India in the context of non-prolifer-
ation in the present White House. Those
in New Delhi who think that the Bush
administration will turn a blind eye to
India’s pursuit of nuclear deterrence
are living in a fool’s paradise. Of course,
it is another matter that the White
House is quite helpless about it: that
there is very little it can do to roll back or
eliminate India’s nuclear strength.

The Republicans now in power see
proliferation of weapons technologies
as being at the root of insecurity and in-
stability in the post-Cold War world.
They see America’s vulnerabilities in fu-
ture as stemming from the access which

T he Bush administration’s commit-

"Washington’s enemies have to such tech-

nology. India may not fit into the descrip-
tion of an enemy of the US the way Iran
or North Korea does, never mind the fact
that the Republicans do not consider
New Delhi as an ally either. But in the Re-
publiqan world of black or white — with
no room for grey — India is a prolifera-
tor of weapons of mass destruction.

New Delhi is not a signatory to the
nuclear non-proliferation treaty which
the Bush administration is sworn to up-
hold. New Delhi does not accept compre-
hensive safeguards by the International
Atomic Energy Agency for its nuclear
installations. New Delhi is also a missile
proliferator, and as the Bush administra-
tion sees it, promotes instability in Asia
through an arms race with Pakistan. In
Rumsfeld’s world view, which is rooted
in the time when he was Gerald Ford’s
secretary of defence, an impending deal
between Moscow and New Delhi for leas-
ing a Russian nuclear submarine may be
yet another “provocation” on the high-
way of a grand conspiracy against
America, which Cold Warriors made the
most of in Washington for many
decades.

This is a scenario which India can do
without after its recent bonhomie with
the US. But in order to avoid any slide-
back in relations, urgent steps are need-

‘ed on South Block’s part to balance the

administration’s actions. Stepped up ac-
tivity on Capitol Hill is one way of check-
ing the Rumsfelds in the new adminis-
tration before the gains of the Clinton
presidency in terms of Indo-US rela-
tions are negated.

activity in recent weeks certainly

does not inspire confidence. That
the leaders of the India caucus on Capi-
tol Hill have gone to south Asia — to
India as well as to Pakistan — in search
of an inevitably elusive solution to the
Kashmir dispute is a sure indication
that complacency is setting into New
Delhi’s America poljcy after the dizzy-
ing successes of the last two years.

The record of Indian government
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NE\w D’E\Nl, FEB. 18. Will India and the United
States get back to the familiar nuclear bicker-
ing of the past? The choice is entirely up to the
Bush Administration, informed sources here
suggest. On its part, the Government appears
to be holding its fire to give the benefit of the
doubt to the new mandarins in Washington
who are expected to take some more time to
settle down and come to grips with the minu-
tiae of various policy issues.

It would take very little for New Delhi to
slam the remarks of the U.S. Defence Secre-
tary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, a few days ago
clubbing India with Iran and North Korea and
categorising them as countries threatening the
security of the U.S. and its allies. Nor is it diffi-
cult for New Delhi to challenge the interpreta-
tion of the U.S. State Department that the
nuclear cooperation between India and Russia
violates the international norms.

Those who live in glass houses should not
be throwing stones. Accusing others of vio-
lating arms control agreements does not sit
well with an administration which wants to
scrap the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty
with Russia, and has refused to ratify the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty which the U.S. has
sponsored with so much fanfare in the early
1990s.

Mr. Rumsfeld thinks the ABM treaty is a relic
of the Cold War. He argues that the conditions
that generated the treaty no longer exist, and
hence wants to either revise or scrap the
agreement. India too believes that the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is an anachro-
nism. New Delhi argues the nuclear rules de-
rived from the NPT are neither effective nor
capable of addressing the complex realities on
the ground.

Just as Washington wants to change the nu-
clear rules, which prevent it from moving for-
ward on missile defences, New Delhi too
thinks the current non-proliferation regime
| must be revised to accommodate India’s in-
terests. Both Russia and France believe the
time has come to change some of the out-
moded non- proliferation rules that end up
targeting only India.

Passage of time and evolution of technology
have in any case begun to make many of the
past principles of arms control irrelevant. In-
stead of grandstanding in public, the Bush Ad-
ministration must find a way to build on the
nuclear dialogue that took place between the

two countrles after India’s nuclear tests in
May 1998. A new and more purposeful dia-
logue between the two might produce more
common ground on arms control issues than
many think possible at this moment.

* % *

Mr. Rumsfeld’s nuclear remarks have not
come out of the blue. In the last few weeks
there has been a sustained campaign against
Russian nuclear exports. Late last month, in a
leader article, The Economist from London ac-
cused Moscow of cheating on international
nuclear agreements. The article titled, ‘Russia
breaks its word’, cited the Russian decision to
supply enriched uranium fuel to the Tarapur
Reactor and the agreement to sell nuclear re-
actors to India. A few days later, the Director of
U.S. Central Intelligence, Mr. George Tenet,
told the U.S. Congress that Russia is using
trade in sensitive technologies to promote its
relations with countries such as China, India
and Iran. Mr. Rumsfeld has now followed with
his own tirade.

India is clearly caught in the new crossfire
between the U.S. and Russia on nuclear arms
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control issues. Russia is campaigning against
the Bush Administration’s plans to build mis-
sile defences. And the U.S. is accusing Russia
of being an “‘active proliferator”’. The Russian
President, Mr. Vladimir Putin, has, in fact,
come up with comprehensive proposals to re-
work the current non-proliferation regime to
facilitate greater international coopéyation in
peaceful uses of sensitive technologies while
curbing more effectively the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.

To avoid being a victim of this new tension
between Washington and Moscow, New Delhi
needs to articulate a comprehensive view on
missile defences, nuclear arms reduction and
non-proliferation to stake out a position of its
own in the incipient great debate on nuclear
issues.

* % %

Meanwhile, it is quite clear that one hand of
the Bush Administration does not know what
the other is doing. Here is the Secretary of
State, Mr. Colin Powell, calling on the U.S. “‘to
deal more wisely” with India and initiate a
broader engagement with New Delhi. But the
word has not clearly reached Mr. Rumsfeld

o nuclear bickering with U.S.?

who rather casually brings up India in a dis-
cussion of Russian nuclear policies.

In his first testimony to the Congress, Mr.
Powell said, “Soon to be the most populous
country in the world, India has the potential to
keep the peace in the vast Indian Ocean area
and its periphery. We need to work harder and
more consistently to assist India in this en-
deavour”.

This is the first time ever that the U.S. has
talked about a role for India in maintaining
peace and stability in the Indian Ocean region.
It will clearly be a long while before this ob-
jective is reconciled with the differences with
New Delhi over non-proliferation and other
issues.

Seasoned observers of U.S. politics say
mixed signals are quite common in the early
days of a new administration. It takes many
months before .the foreign policy team of a
new President finds coherent set of ideas and
a rhythm in their articulation and implemen-
tation. It may be sensible then to wait and
watch than respond with full-blown rhetoric
against every statement from Washington. But
it is equally important for India to convey its
displeasure through appropriate channels.

* % k

There is no hiding the fact that the non-
proliferation establishment in Washington re-
mains a big obstacle to improved relations be-
tween India and the United States. The non-
proliferation fundamentalists in the U.S. have
been sore with President Bill Clinton for let-
ting India ‘‘get away lightly” with its “‘de-
fiance” of the international nuclear order in
May 1998.

Instead of ‘“‘punishing” New Delhi, they be-
lieve, Mr. Clinton was ‘‘seduced” by the
charms of India. They argue that President
Clinton had during his visit to India in March
2000 had “over-compensated” for Washing-
ton's past neglect of New Delhi.

How could they accept the fact that India’s
nuclear tests were followed by a highly suc-
cessful visit of an American President to India,
the first in 22 years and a quick return visit by
the Indian Prime Minister with no real move-
ment in resolving nuclear differences. New
Delhi must expect that the non-proliferation
lobby in Washington will create more prob-
lems for Indo-U.S. relations in the coming
months, and devise a smart diplomatic strate-

gy to overcome the challenge.
1 -
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merican arms
swipe strains
honeymoon,

\

FROM K.P.NAYAR ( \ A

Washington, Feb. 16: America’s
new Republican administration
has clubbed India with Iran and
North Korea and accused New
Delhi of being a proliferator in
the technologies of mass destruc-
tion.

Worse, it has openly said that
the US is threatened by such pro-
liferation of missiles and other
weapons.

The allegation, the most seri-
ous against India’s arms policies
since Indira Gandhi ordered the
Pokhran nuclear tests 27 years
ago, was made by the new US sec-
retary of defence, Donald Rums-
feld, in a highly respected TV pro-
gramme, News Hour with Jim
Lehrer.

The charge, which has the po-
tential of ending the honeymoon
between the US administration
and Delhi, came only days after
Rumsfeld met national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra in Ger-
many for the first high-level meet-
ing between the Bush administra-
tion and the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
government.

Rumsfeld’s unexpected out-
burst came when Lehrer asked
him why Russia was objecting
to the Bush administration’s
pet project for Natjonal Missile
Defence.

“Let us be very honest about
what Russia is doing. Russia isan
active proliferator; they are part
of the problem,” he told Lehrer.
“They are selling and assisting
countries like Iran, North Korea
and India ... with these technolo-
gies which are threatening other
people, including the US and
Western Europe and countries in
the Middle East.”

While India has so far sought
to quietly push the allegations

under the carpet, Russia reacted
swiftly “Even America’s allies
don’t believe in the US fairy tales
about missile threatg that Rums-
feld talks about,” Gen. Leonid
Tvashov, head of the Russian dé-
fence ministry’s international re-
lations department, said in
Moscow yesterday.

“Russia is irreproachably ful-
filling its international obliga-
tions, including those under the
regime of non-proliferation of
missile technologies,” he said and
ruled out any early meeting be-
tween Rumsfeld and his Russian
counterpart Igor Sergeyev.

Only last week, India had bent
over backwards to please the US
by refusing to join China in con-
demning the proposed missile
shield. The clubbing of Delhi
with North Korea and Iran —
renegade states in the eyes of
Washington — also show that
South Block’s calculations about
honhomie with the Bush regime
are thoroughly misplaced. ’

Rumsfeld’s comments came
even as a four-member Congre
sional team left for India and -
istan after announcing its inten-
tion to play a role in settling the
Kashmir dispute. They also coin-
cided with reports that Delhi and
Moscow were close to finalising a
deal to lease a Russian nuclear
submarine for the Indian Navy.

The charges also came at a ti-
me when military contacts betwe-
en India and the US are at their
height because of relief work in
Gujarat. Besides, an American
naval ship is in Mumbai for the
International Fleet Review.

Rumsfeld’s comments are,
however, a reminder to Delhi that
relations with the Bush team will -
strictly be on America’s terms !
and not the other way round as it
was with the Clinton regime. /
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 11. India’s
outgoing Ambassador to the
United States, Mr. Naresh
Chandra, is expected to have his
first meeting with the U.S.
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, on Monday. Aside from
the formalities of the meeting,
the Indian envoy is expected to
push for early high-level
meeting between the two
countries. And issues in bilateral
relations such as the subject of
sanctions are also expected to
figure at the meeting.

Mr. Chandra, in an interview
with Reuters, has expressed
optimism that the remaining
sanctions against India would be
eased. The coming of “every
new administration creates
opportunities. . . There is a
certain degree of optimism”, the
top Indian envoy has been
quoted. The optimism is well
placed in that several lawmakers
on Capitol Hill, cutting across
party lines, have also been
calling for doing away with
sanctions and putting bilateral

. relations on a newer footing.

Through Congressional
waivers the Clinton
administration which was
mandated by law to slap
sanctions against India in the
aftermath of the 1998 nuclear
tests had removed many of the
punitive measures, especially in

! the eve of Mr. Bill Clinton’s visit

to India last March. But what
has been pointed out that some

Naresh Chandra
sanctions with Powell +*

critical ones, particularly with
respect to high technology, . |
remain besides general \ V
restrictions on some 150 India
companies in doing business
with the United States. And on
Capitol Hill some senior
lawmakers have complained
that the Clinton administration
had not fully used the waivers
given.

The general expectation is
that the Bush administration
will be doing away with
sanctions once the State
Department’s review of the
entire gamut of sanctions is
completed. Much of the
criticism on the issue of
sanctions has come from
business houses which see it as
hurting business and placing
restrictions on the development
of fuller ties. But for political
reasons the Bush administration
will keep the punitive measures
on countries such as Iraq and
Cuba.

Politically, the expectation is
that the momentum in bilateral
relations will pick up after a
meeting between Gen. Powell
and India’s External Affairs
Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, has
taken place. But what is equally
important is for other senior
slots to be filled in Washington
— the two important ones being
the post of Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia; and in
picking America’s envoy to
India.

For all the swiftness in which
Mr. George W. Bush went about

to diséuss

Y

fifalising his Cabinet, the
aming of the number two and
three tiers of his administration
has been slow. This is especially
true in the State Department
where nominees are yet to be
named for the post of Deputy
Secretary and the American
Ambassador to the United
Nations.

In the case of South Asia, for
instance, what is pointed out is
that the earlier two Clinton
administrations had not been
much different in naming senior
officials in the sense that both
Ms. Robin Raphael and Mr. Karl
Inderfurth — who served as
Assistant Secretaries of State for
the region — had only been
nominated around March/April
of 1993 and 1997 and confirmed
by the Senate in July of those
years.

The overall impression is that
while there will be a change of
style in which the Bush
administration may deal with
India, in substantive terms it
will be one of picking up from
where the Clinton
administration left off,
particularly in such areas as
terrorism, science and
technology, environment and
trade.

The Bush administration may
not have much use for the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
but Washington is expected to
keep the pressure on India and
Pakistan on the areas of testi
weaponisation, deployme
export controls.

THE HINDU

47 FE8 200



By Eric Gonsalves

7~ India an% the’Bush administration

|

UST OVER 20 years ago, before the
inauguration of President Reagan,
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi sent a
special envoy, B. K. Nehru, to test the
aters. The response was unexpectedly
positive. In the next two years, the dis-
pute over the Tarapur nuclear agreement
was resolved. Mrs. Gandhi was invited for
a state visit for the first time after Bangla-
desh and the Emergency. The most suc-
cessful Festival of India anywhere was set
in train. At their first meeting at Cancun
differences did not prevent a chemistry
from developing between Reagan and In-
dira Gandhi which continued with Rajiv
Gandhi.

All the world is speculating what atti-
tudes the Bush administration will adopt.
The uncertainty in Delhi is palpable and
may continue for some time as India is
not a top priority. That is why it is worth-
while to recall that Republican Presidents
have been constructive. During the early
Clinton years, while Ms. Robin Raphael
was in charge of South Asian affairs, there
was a tilf on the surface favouring the Pa-
nd human rights lobbies. But as
dia hands in the U.S. have been say-
for a decade, strategic convergence
etween Indian and American interests
has developed in the post Cold War era.
The Clinton and Vajpayee visits have sud-
denly highlighted this. Even Pokhran-II
only caused a limited setback. The need
for the new President to seek consensus
after the nature of his mandate, his limit-
ed experience and the teamn of profes-
sional advisers he brings in should
reinforce the trend of continuity.

During his confirmation hearings, the
Secretary of State, Gen. Colin Powell, put

his finger on the central reason for con- .

vergence. Both the U.S. and India are es-
sentially status quo powers. They
intervene to maintain the status ‘quo ac-
cording to their interest. However, their
perception of the “status quo” was al-
most diametrically opposed during the
cold war. Dismantling of the colonial em-
pires of America’s European allies, chal-
lenging U.S. and (Soviet) alliance
strategies to expand the scope for inde-
pendence and development under the

By Eric Gonsalves x

ideology of non-alignment, accepting So-
viet military and political aid to maintain
the status quo in South Asia, following
socialist development policies and keep-
ing out predatory multinationals were
obviously in the Indian interest, but were
seen in the U.S. as consorting with the
enemy under Cold War rubrics. The
“communist”’ threat was very real to the
1J.S. Government and people and this jus-
tified policies inimicial to India.

The end of the Cold War, a unipolar
world and globalisation have made it nec-
essary to revise these perceptions radical-
ly. India and America now share an

ack
from the brink of making it a reglity. The
challenge for India is to hold the |nitiative

this as inevitable while drawjng

in normalisation and stabilisatiop of the
region. This would be an importaht com-
ponent of a strategic partnership between
India and the U.S. Similar parmerships
with like-minded Governments in the
Gulf, Central Asia and Southeast Asia are
possible.

The visit of the President, Mr. K. R. Na-
rayanan, and the Chinese leader, Mr. Li
Peng, have indicated the desire of both
India and China to further improve rela-
tions even beyond those obtaining before

As the Bush administration gets ready to deal with
the outside world, the Indian establishment can use
the time to prepare itself to maximise the convergences
and minimise the divergences.

interest in maintaining the territorial sta-
tus quo in Asia and particularly in South
Asia and seeing that any dispute (i.e.
Kashmir) is settled without violence and
by dialogue. Both share high stakes in
containing and eradicating cross border
terrorism ~— something they once con-
doned. Despite the rhetoric, the shared
commitment to democracy is still unlike-
ly to overide vital interests. There are dif-
ferences about the need to shore up
Pakistan, and who to deal with there and
how. But India now seems reconciled to
the fact that the U.S., China the interna-
tional financial community and almost all
of Pakistan’s neighbours do not want that
country to self destruct and that the mil-
itary will have to be given an important if
not leading role in governance. India’s in-
creasing flexibility on the normalisation
of politics in Kashmir and reopening a
dialogue with the present regime in Pa-
kistan, and using these to restart regional
cooperation within and beyond South
Asia would fall in line with U.S. desire to
keep the region from becoming a crisis
area. Almost every Pakistan Government
over the last decade has sought to project

Pokhran-I1. Similarly there is an implict
promise in the visits of the Russian Presi-
dent, Mr. Viadimir Putin, and the Japa-
nese Prime Minister, Mr. Yoshiro Mori, to
india. The merits of strengthening these
linkages in improving India’s stature giv-
ing her more room for manoeuvre are
self-evident. The American relationship
will develop better in such a climate.
The global agenda, both economic and
geopolitical, contains problems for indo-
American convergence. It is still the polit-
ical and security agenda that comes first
with Governments in both countries. The
convergence on stabilising South Asia
does exist, Further common ground can
be found on other Asian gquestions. Dif-
ferences exist on nuclear policy. More
dialogues may remave some of them. The
only way to put the nuclear genie back in
the bottle is to accept comprehensive nu-
clear disarmament. Since this seems un-
likely in. the near future, the only
alternative is for the P5, India and Pakis-
tan to work out a madus vivendi, to ac-
commodate  present  realities. A
constructive dialogue un the CTBT, the
FMCT etc. should be encouraged, even if

the political establishments wish to keep
them on the back-burner, so that a con-
sensus might become possible. The im-
portance of military factors in US.
decision-making despite absolute civilian
control needs to be understood in New
Dethi. New Dethi needs to replicate a sim-
ilar system. A much more robust dialogue
at the professional level between the two
defence security and nuclear establish-
ments is abviously called for in addition
to that already existing at the Track I and
11 levels.

Reforms and liberalisation have led to a
welcome rise to Indian economic growth.
But if that is to be maintained greater ac-
cess to markets, capital and technology
from the industrialised countries is vital.
This is another important area for dia-
logue at the bilateral and global level. Mr.
Bill Clinton's farewell address laid con-
siderable stress on this approach. But will
an incumbent U.S. President be as ideal-
istic? He needs to be reminded. India too
needs to be much clearer about its pro-
gramme for collaboration, Preparing for
competition is necessary, but not feather
bedding. Initial partnerships may be bi-
lateral but the target should be the global
market. Information technology may pro-
vide one of the largest and fastest growing
areas-of convergence, but it would be un-
wise to concentrate so much attention on
it as to crowd out many other worthwhile
areas of economic cooperation. And it is
economic cooperation and the ability to
influence domestic politics through busi-
ness and NRI lobbies that will provide the
real long-term leverage.

Convergence between India and Amer-
jcan interest must grow. As the Bush ad-
ministration gets ready to deal with the
outside world, the Indian establishment
can use the time to prepare itself to maxi-
mise the convergences and minimise the
divergences. This must be in real terms
and proactive policies not just in public
statements. To mature a partnership re-
quires both understandir g and accom-
modation, but no. necessari
subservience.

(The writer is a former Secretagyth the Min-

istry of External Affairs.) -




US should recognise India’s ,,
security concerns: Brownbac
i)

S Rajagopalan
Washington, February 14 C} Y
5/

REPUBLICAN SENATOR Sam
Brownback, a staunch advocate of
lifting sanctions against India, says
the US ought to recognise India's
security concerns even while con-
tinuing its dialogue on nuclear
restraint.

Presenting ‘a Congressional per-
spective on US-India relations' at
the Brookings Institution on

\:uesday, Mr Brownback expressed

the view that too much emphasis

ad been placed on differences
between the two countries on
nuclear issues.

Mr Brownback, who heads the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee's sub-committee on
Near East and South Asia, wanted
the Bush administration to take
some bold initiatives to give bilat-
eral relations a more meaningful
thrust. "There are a myriad of ways
in which to do this,” he said and
urged the new administration to
take the first step by lifting all the
remaining economic sanctions
against India. It should be accom-
panied by a serious focus on trade
issues, including a thorough review

and a narrowing of the so-called
"entities list".

Some 200 Indian governmental
and private sector entities are cur-
rently prohibited from receiving
certain US exports. This list, Mr
Brownback pointed out, had been
drawn up by casting the net rather
too broadly and including entities
not connected in any manner with
the nuclear weapons programme.

"The result has been to hurt both
the Indian entities and the US
firms and research organisations
that have ties with them. The
quantitative commercial impact of
the blacklist is small, but the list is
a needless sore point in our
improving bilateral relationship
with India," he said.

Among the sanctions still in
place is the US opposition to loans
for India from World Bank and
other international financial insti-
tutions for purposes other than
humanitarian. Under this policy,
Washington has been opposing
loans for infrastructure and other
long-term development projects.

Mr Brownback remarked that
the US's approach. in the matter
"makes "ho sense". The previous
Clinton administration had set the

condition that India should sign
the CTBT for the US to relent, but
this basis lost its validity once the
US Senate itself refused to ratify
this treaty.

Like other activists of the India
Caucus. the Republican Senator is
a strong proponent of the line that
the US should recognise India as a
strategic counterbalance to China.
"India sees a threat from China, a
nuclear nation with which it has
fought wars...The US also has
problems with China and clearly a
closer relationship with India
would provide a strategic counter-
balance in South Asia and help
maintain regional stability."

Mr Brownback is among a host
of Senators (Democrat John Kerry
is another) who feel that the US
has not done enough for the
Gujarat earthquake relief. "Our
'‘on the ground' presence was
minor and I believe the US
Government could have done
more in the immediate aftermath
of the quake by sending out more
field hospitals, doctors and med-
ical and rescue personnel.” As he
put it, Washington could still m
up as Gujarpt now enteg
reconstructiont phase.
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By Our Special Correspondent

playing into u's'wkﬁa '!s §:/f

On whether the AIADMK would alsé

WY V' the front, Mr. Surjeet said “we are not thinking of

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, FEB. 14. The CPIM) g eral-
secretary, Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said today
that the Vajpayee Government was playing into the
hands of the (1.S. by not taking parties outside the
Government into confidence on ways to tackle ter-
rorism in the Kashmir Valley.

Mr. Surieet told a news conference here that the
Centre was dilly-dallying on the question of issuing
passports to the Hurriyat leaders and warned that
this would have “serious repercussions.”

The Hurriyat was pulling in different directions —
while one section stood for the independence of
Kashmir, the other wanted it to become a part of
Pakistan. The recent massacre of Sikhs in Srinagar
was a sign of the way the situation had deteriorated
in the Valley.

Mr. Surjeet said the third front would become a
reality in a month or so, with all those who had been
approached agreeing to its formation. The front
would consist of the Left parties, the Samajwadi Par-
ty, the Rashtriya Janata Dal, the Janata Dal (Secular),
and other regional parties. The former Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. V. P. Singh, would also form a part of the
front.

Ms. Jayalalitha at this moment.”

To a question on how his party could bhe seen in
the company of Ms. Jayalalitha who had been ac-
cused of corruption, he said the CPI(M) was not the
only party which had links with the AIADMK. The
Congress(l), the TMC, the PMK and several other
parties were also her allies.

The CPI(M) had not offered support to the Con-
gress candidate in the Majitha constituency in Pun-
jab. The party’s decision was to defeat the Shiromani
Akali Dal.

Mr. Surjeet said the CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front would return to power in Kerala. The coming
Assembly elections were of great importance as two
of the States going to the polls — Kerala and West
Bengal — were the party’s major bases.

There were some problems in West Bengal and
these were being sorted out, It was certain that “the
lady” (the Railway Minister and Trinamool Congress
leader, Ms. Mamata Banerjee) would not be able to
do anything there. Coming down heavify on the BJP
Government for the exclusion of DaliyChristians as a
category from the Census questiophaire, he said it
had been done deliberately.
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Accept India as

main regional :\‘W/
power: US study\\

Aziz Haniffa in WashinglonQ Jj‘)

ESCRIBING INDIA as a
D”rising power” and an

"Asian statc of major con-
sequence,” a high-ranking biparti-
san task force of US policymakers
and scholars has asked Washington
to devise a "new and more appro-
priate strategy” to deal with New
Delhi and recognize its predomi-
nance in relation to the smaller
states of South Asiu.

"Our policy in South Asia must
increasingly reflect India's impor-
tance in that regard. Indian coop-
eration is required to achieve some
key American goals in the region.
ranging from “nenproliferation to
regional stability to an improved
relationship with China," said the
37 member task force commis-
sioned by Asia Foundation.

In the sectionfon South Asia, the
task force report titled "America's
Role in Asia," released Monday,
said: "Although there has been a
recent expansion in economic ties
and a warming in political relations
between the United States and
India, the two nations are unlikely
to become firm allies in the imme-
diate future.”

The task force report represents
the culmination of a yearlong
examination of US policy in Asia
and is intended to inform the new
administration, Congress and ana-

lysts of US-Asian relatigns.
It acknowledged thdt the "previ-
ous administpsfon developed a

framework in which the United
States and India can explore com-
mon interests and coordinate poli-
cies.

The new administration should
continue and expand upon that
framework. For example, the pres-
ident should visit India within the
first two years of his administra-
tion." the report said. "However," it
added. "at the heart of this expan-
sion in relations should be the
recognition of India's predomi-
nance in relation to the smaller
states of the South Asia region.”

But it added that, “Nevertheless,
a strengthening of US-Indian ties
must avoid exacerbating tensions
in the region, particularly between
India and Pakistan, which would
thwart US interests and goals in
the region.”

"The United States should move
beyond its recent offers to provide
information  about confidence
building measures and assume a
more active role in ensuring that
India and Pakistan do not stumble
into accidental nuclear exchange."
the report said.

"Regular strategic consultations
with Pakistan, once an important
ally.” the report said, "need to be
revived for reasons both of securi-
ty and democracy promotion,” the
report said. It called for the
restoration and enlargement of]
military exchanges, manoeuy,

and training with the Indiga’mili-
tary, "onc of Asia's profes-
sional forces.” IANS
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“USA must move
~ closer to India’

 PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 5\%\7\ V C)Wﬁ‘;) '\v/

- WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.- A senio\cPentagon official has indica-

' ted that the USA will have to move loser to India by 2025 since
it will be a major military and economic power and a force of sta-
bility and peace in Asia, media reports said.

In an American military strategy review, the head of the Pen-
tagon think-tank, Mr Andrew W Marshall, said: “India will de-
velop its inherent strength in the coming years while the threat
for the USA in Asia will be from China’s hegemonistic ambi- |
tions.” |

He said the USA must prepare to fight major battles with heavy
tanks and other weapons against world’s largest conventional
force, Russia, and that may be a future threat in Asia where it may
have to defend Taiwan if it is attacked. This would require lighter
armies and mobile forces in smaller groups of integrated forces. \
The Wilson Centre, funded by the Congress, has launched a major ]
study by prominent academics bluntly called the Working Group
on Hegemony. It plans to publish the product of their brainstorm- |
ing later this year. South Asia has been clubbed with Israel and
Palestine in the newly-constituted 107th congress, adds UNL "

What was known as the Asia-Pacific sub-committee in the
House of Representatives has now been vivisected into East Asia
and South Asia by its operational International Affairs Commit- |
tee and the latter has been tagged on to the most contentious re- |
gion in the world. :

Congressional sources said India, perceived as a long- |
standing democracy providing abundant opportunity for US
business houses after it opened up its economy, was receiving |
undivided attention of the House over the past few years. /

i




Nirmala denies_§ocla ash war: Bush signals

hardline on InyUS trade .

media reports

GANDHIAN NIRMALA
Deshpande today denied having stat-
ed the disputed structure at Ayodhya
was demolished by a blast. She
accused the then UP Government of
having connived with the 'kar sevaks'
#o demolish the structure.

Appearing before the Liberhan
Commission, probing the events lead-
inig to the demolition of the structure
on December 6, 1992, she claimed
that the statements attributed to her
by a section of the media and a wit-
ness, who had earlier appeared before
the panel, were "mischievous”. While
deposing before the Commission,
RSS chief K S Sudarshan had earlier
said that a bomb might have bcen
used for demolition of the structure.
Subsequently, she had in an interview
to a TV channel denied the blast
theory.

HTC, New Delhi

-\
Pramit Pal Chaudhuri H A \
New Delhi, February 8

SODA ASH gives washing powder its
bubbles. It’s also ‘at the centre of a
looming trade conflict between India
and the United States. New Delhi
this week officially responded to a
US threat to withdraw tariff conces-
sions on $ 2.8 billion worthof Indian
exports. Analysts see this as evidence
that the Bush administration plans to
be tough about trade.

Soda ash has been a low-key trade
dispute between the two countries
for over two years now. The US
claims India unfairly blocks US soda
ash exports. Last month, the day
before George W. Bush’s inaugura-
tion, the Office of the US Trade

Representjtive for the first time took
the dispute from words to deeds.

USTR said it would withdraw tariff
benefits on seven key categories of
Indian exports, including leather
goods. This could potentially affect §
2.8 billion worth of exports. India was
given until February 16 te respond.
India has filed a defence of its trade
action, just days before the deadline.
An industry representative called the
move “damaging to our morale and
the momentum in our relationship
with the US”. !

Indian officials say they were “sur-
prised” by this sudden threat. USTR,
a quasi-independent agency, has long
wanted to apply pressure on India
over the dispute. Trade analysts
believe the Clinton administration’s

larger interest in India led it to put
the dispute on the backburner. Bill
Clinton was not averse to hitting
other countries with similar trade
action. Pakistan was a victim in 1996.
Gary Stanley of the Washington-
based trade law firm, ShawnCoulson

International, notes that Mr Clinton

stripped Argentina of half its trade
concessions “over an intellecttial
property dispute” in 1997. India,
however, escaped punishment.

Indian observers believe the USTR
action was reviewed and okayed by
the incoming Bush administration.
This is being interpreted as a sign
that President Bush lacks a larger
vision of India, at least of the kind
that led Mr Clinton te shelve trade
problems.

THE HINDUSTAN TIMEY
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‘Post-Clinton, Kashmir
still haunts Indo-US ties

JYOTI MALHOTRA :g Y
NEW DELHI

GEORGE W. Bush may have .

passed over India while calling
Asia’s major leaders in the first
week of taking over as President.
When Bush was confabulating
with friends at home and abroad,
his Secretary of State Colin Powell
was outlining the parameters of an
ambitious relationship with this
country that at first reading, seems
to go much beyond Clinton’s India
honeymoon. ‘

Though the Republican Party
had already endeared itself to the
Indian political class . several
months ago by refusing to
give Clinton the votes he needed in
the Senate to ratify the CTBT —

.Bush has since insisted the treaty is

not a priority with his administra-
tion—India had remained nervous
about the new administration’s de-
signs on the region.

Would the Republicans con-

tinue the much-vaunted “strategic -

dialogue” with India? Would they
abide by Clinton’s famous ‘Four
Rs’ mantra (restraint and respect
for the Line of Control, among
others) that has supervised the In-
dia-Pakistan relationship since the *
Kargjl war? Would the Republi-
cans lift the sanctions imposed
upon India after it went nuclear in
May 19987

Powell’s comments attempted

to answer some of those questions.
Forty-eight hours before US De-
fence secretary Donald Rumnsfield
met Principal Secretary Brajesh
Mishra in Munich at an interna-
tional conference, Washington an-
nounced that it would be lifting its
Pokharan-inspired ban on provid-
ing key components for India’s
Seaking helicopters (many of the

_helicopters have been grounded

for lack of critical spare parts).
Meanwhile, National Security Ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice had al-
ready, much earlier, declared that
India had the “potential” of be-
COMiNg a major power.

In the strategic pantheon, then,
Powell, Rumsfield and Rice are
the Holy Trinity. They are, to-
gether, George W’s eyes, ears and
mouth, say analysts, since the Pres-
ident is hardly hands-on the way
Clinton was. Moreover, he’s likely
toleave alot of delegating to Vice-
President — or as the US media

has already dubbed him, “Prime
Minister” — Dick Cheney.

Rice is well-known ds an old
friend of George W, while Rums-
field served in George Bush Sr's
cabinet, Interestingly, Powell was
President Bush’s national security
assistant in the National Security
Council when the then Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi visited Wash-
ingtonin 1987.

But for all the positive sig-

nalling so far, Delhi still seemsto

be fathoming the superpower’s
mind on the “K” word: Kashmir.
Sources say one of the ele-
ments of its dual strategy on Kash-
mir — ceasefire plus talks with

* Pakistan if Musharraf can end the

jehad in the state — has been
aimed at the international commu-
nity. Shirin Tahir-Kheli, the strate-
gic affairs analyst who heads the

 prestigious programme on South
Asia at John Hopkins university in.

the US, said though the Bush ad-
ministration had decided to
“delink” its relationships with In-
dia and Pakistan, Kashmir and its
potential for conflict would remain
on its foreign policy horizon.

Powell, in fact, is said'to be of
the view that the US cannot con-
tinue to look at India and Pakistan
as “hyphenated” twins. At his Sen-
ate confirmation hearings, he in-
sisted upon Washington’s indepen-
dent handling of Sduth Asia’s
feisty neighbours.

T
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Bush committed to better ties~US Congress tear
with Incha; US Defence Secy

Bertin. February 4 QL )
2
THE BUSH adnynistration is

quake-hit arcas in Gujarat.

committed to maintain the
"momentum” in consolidating
Indo-US retations, American
Defence Seerctary Donald
Rumsteld said

Washington's. intention in |
further stmxgthcmnu fndo-"
US tes was conveyed by
Rumsfeld  to National
Security  Adviser  Brajesh -
Mishra at their mecting last
night on the margins of the
ongoing 37th anoual sccurity
conference at Munich.

The 45-minute mecting held
o "warm oand cordsd” atmos-
phere was the tist high-level con-
tact between Indio and the US
after George W Bush assumed
prosidency two weeks back

Lndia's ambassador to Germany
Ronea Sen was alsu present.

In his address at the conlerence.
Rumisfeld said the participation of
non-NATO couatries like Tndu gt
the prestigious Munich security
meeting  provided a0 usctul
reminder that sccurity in this glob-
alised world cannot be achieved by
isolating one part of the world

Donaid Rumsfeld

from other. by separating Europe
from Asia,

{ndia along with China and
Japan were invited for the confer-
ence for the first time in 1999 and
Mishra has been attending the
cvent for three consecutive years.

Mishra had a series of bilateral
meetings on the sidelines of the
thice-day conference with themes
at the security mecting ke the
national nussile defence system.

Mishra's  interlocutors  also
pledged to render all assistance in
connection with relief work at the

§ FEB 20n

Brajesh Mishra

The national  sccurity
adviser also met German
Foreign Minister Joschka
Fischer, UN  Sccurity
Council President Serget
fvanov  and  German
Foreign  Policy  Adviser
Michael Steiner,

Fischer and Mishra dis-
cussed the implications of
US' NMD project and the
South Asian situation. They
noted the recent intensifi-
cation of Indo-German tics
with Fischer saying the
planned visit of Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder to India
later this year will give an added
momentum te these relattons.

Fischer said Germany would
actively support any iniatives by
multilateral institutions like the
Wosld Bank in granting aid and
louns to help India mitigate the

" financial burden while undertaking

the.quake relicl work.
During  Mishra's  talks  with

[vanov, there was a review of Indo-

Russian refations besides exchange

of views on the situation in

Atfghanistan.
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to visit Kashmir

S.Rajagoealan
Washingpn, February 4

A US Jongressional [oant 1s o
visit Kshmit tater they wonth and
conferwith feaders 1y I o
Pakista for o “bettes undor i
ing” othe situation i wosbc
torn Safe.

Leaers of tue Indie Caucus, v
Jim AcDermott (Democrat) and
Mr ERoyee (Rq,ubhwn, will b
part ¢ the team. Vhe vis :
aing kbruary 10, i urit
frave Ben wosked U s it

. tion with  New i v
Islanbad. ‘
Tha the US team fras po o

tion b play the iole of o meduaivg
or intrlocutor in e Kashimir J-
pute was made clear by Mi
Mchrrmott. Spesthing Lo /’- :
Hindsstane Times, be “1

\mi N
fias sad it dm.& st ot asteriond
tors on Kashane  odacd ‘nl Vot
{0 assume that vob 7

The idea behiad the visii i
ook at the Kashmur situanon, w
have @ better uaderstandiny and w
try to be aseful™. Besides Srinaga.
the Congressional weaam will be vis-
iting elhi and Islamabad cor
sfhteraction with both the G-

R

| e

The oo visit comaes at g
when Pakestan-backed Kash
miditant groups are persisting
therr ccign of terror in the Va
despite New Delhi holding out
olve ek by \(w.dem

wse-lire yel again.

Phe Congrossional teamm s
stated  to visit Gujarat,
MeDermoit and Mr Royee b
taken the load in the passage
pesolution Last week that prompt
i thush L fronistration to stop
tie and pashage from $ 5 miilion
< 9 il n fie very next day,

For A Dot the self-co
fesseid hl&hd baff, 1t it e his 16
vistt 1o fhe country. Gujarat ar
Ovmsa bave buen the only Stab
thai Be has not visied <o far.

M MeDermott s among thos
wihta botieve that whea 11 comes i

South Asti. xh\ Bush Adrattistic
fion \iH rofiow  the Cliotoe
regune x i‘nh y approach He lom

W Botds thye view that India, as
conpfer-batance to China, has n
;uum tal to beeome the US's mos:
sable ally i the repon.

On  Kashmir, the  senior
Cougressman wanis Wi shigton
adopt a cautious Appmmh
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A NEW ID\OM, indicative of a potentially sub-
stantive bilsteral engagement, has been spelt
out by the U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin
Powell, inn @ warm reference to India. Respon-
ding to questions during a Senate panel’s hear-
ings over the confirmation of his appointment,
Gen. Powell agreed that “India has to be a high
priority for foreign policy activities of the Unit-
ed States of America”. Now, it is a truism that
the U.S. must first initiate steps to translate the
phraseology concerning ““a high priority” into a
diplomatic reality before this can actually de-
fine the new Bush administration’s India pol-
Acy. However, Gen. Powell has quite eloquently

/summed up the general impression that a feel-
good factor determines the first impuises of an
evolving administration in reading New Delhi’s
relevance to a whole range of international is-
sues. Describing India as a “powerful” and
“nuclear-armed country’ with a recent history
of opening up its economy, Gen. Powell did
some loud thinking that the Bush administra-
tion should “engage more broadly” with New
Delhi. There is no hint in this of any desire for a
paradigm shift from the Clinton administra-
tion's vibrant interaction with India last vyear.
The sheer diplomatic resonance of the montage
of bilateral exchanges that occurred last year
was noteworthy for a historic reason. Manifest
was the recognition by both sides that the two
largest demacracies could rise above the mu-
tual misperceptions of the Cold War era and
thereafter in a determined effort to strike a part-
nership. The psychological dynamic of such
proportions in the U.S.-India ties remains the
miost formidable bilateral asset, and Gen. Po-
well seems to be aware of this. - &

/ W ‘\»"n

/ A critical aspect of the evolving U.S.-India
equation was not illumined at the conclusion of
the visit by the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari
Vajpayee, to Washington last year. The Clinton
administration officials at that time hinted at
the possibility 05 a diplomatic trade-off without

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2001

FEEL-GOOD DIPLOMACY - \7/

fully exploring it. The idea apparently can-
vassed was the scope for an eventual lifting of
the residual U.S. sanctions. It seemed that a
crucial factor under the spotlight was the extent
of India’s willingness to accept (or accommo-
date) Washington's strategic considerations
concerning non-proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction as also the systems usable for
their delivery. It is in this perspective that Gen.
Powell's preliminary and largely generalised
comments on India’s nuclear security posture
acquire meaning. In a direct message to New
Delhi, he noted that “we (the U.S. authorities)
have to do what we can to constrain their (Indi-
an) nuclear programme at this time". On the
related issue of diminished but prevailing im-
pediments to a full-fledged relationship with
India, he held out the assurance that the State
Department would “‘review all of these sanc-
tions... to see whether this is the time to move
forward and remove” them. He clarified no less
that he was ‘“not in a position to make that
commitment now”. A good sign, since he said
that, is the lifting of a ban on the supply of
American spares for some British helicopters
that were sold to India.

A rider about the U.S. compulsions in the
nuclear sphere, given also its specific timing,
does not necessarily imply any deepseated res-
ervations about the sanctions issue. Yet, New
Delhi, which should know that there is no mag-
ical ‘open-sesame’ formula for good ties with
the Bush administration, cannot ignore that
Gen. Powell has not chosen to view India, at
least at this stage, as a strategic friend of the
U.S. Important, no doubt, is his notion of the
need to help New Delhi in the economic
sphere. However, there is hardly a coded mess-
age in his strategic perception of New Delhi as a
player that needs assistance to keep the peace
in the Indian Ocean and its periphery. Wash-
ington, in his opinjon, should help India in this
regard “‘while neglecting our (U.S.) friends
in Pakistan”.

/
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US allows s

S.Rajagopalan 'f, 1\ S
Washington, February 2 Y\ U n
v

IN THE first
American sanctions in the defencg
sphere, the Bush Administratio
has permitted the sale of spar
parts for Indian Navy's Seaking
helicopters.

The issue had been hanging fire
for a long time. The predecessor
Clinton regime, while easing cer-
tain other post-Pokhran II curbs,
was firm on the defence-related
restrictions until India signed the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Owing to the sanctions, the
British manufacturer could not
export the American components
needed for Indian Navy’s Seaking
helicopters as the transaction was
deemed to be violative of the US's
Arms Export Control Act.

Welcoming the Bush
Administration's relaxation that
was notified on Thursday, Indian
Ambassador Naresh Chandra com-
mented: "Things are moving.”

With the new dispensation set to
go casy on the CTBT because of its
own reservations over the treaty,
Mr Chandra was hopeful of an
early end to the sanctions regime
that is now being reviewed.

The Ambassador, who will soon
be completing his five-year tenure
here, was fairly upbeat on the con-
tinuance of the new high in Indo-

_ American relations under the Bush
i Administration. As he put it: "The
. atmosphere is good and the state-

ments are supportive."

In this connection, he singled out

relaxation” &f

fopptaise Secrctary of State Colin

owell's clear indications that he
would carry on a-serious and pur-
poseful dialogue with India. Gen.
Powell had stated during his Scnate
confirmation hearing that the new
administration would accord high
priority to India.

Mr Chandra also complimented
the singular contribution made by
the bipartisan India Caucus as also
the Indian-American bodies in
bringing about the turnaround in
bilateral relations.

Meanwhile, the first interaction
between the Indian Governinent
and the Bush Administration is
slated for Saturday. It will not take
place in Washington or New Delhi,
but in Munich, where National
Sccurity Adviser Brajesh Mishra
will meet Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld oo the sidelines
of an international security meet.

Significantly, Mr Mishra, current-
ly in Paris en route to Munich,
avoided a comment on the US's
controversial National Missile
Defence System (NMDS), a pro-
ject which Bush, Rumsfeld & Co.
are determined to pursue with
vigour. India, said Mr Mishra,
would evaluate the scenario and
see how it develops.

The resumption of regular Indo-
US Foreign Office level consulta-
tions will have to wait a while as the
new administration is still to decide
on key appointments in the
Department of State, including the
Deputy Secretary, Under Secretary
and the Assistant Secretary of the
South Asia Bureau.

res sale for Indian Navy copter:

shir Gupta
New Delhi, February 2

INDIAN NAVY'S Seaking heli-
copter fleet is to get u fresh fease
of life with the United States lift-
ing the ban on sale of helicopter
cquipment to India. ’

Seaking 42-B anti-submarine
warfare helicopters had been vir-
tually grounded after US imposed
sanctions on India following
nuclear tests at Pokhran in May,
1998. India had purchased these
helicopters  from  UK-based
Westland Helicopters Company,
which manufactured them in col-
laboration  with  US-based
Sirkorsky Company.

As a number of critical compo-
nents in the Seaking helicopters
were of US origin, its British man-
ufacturers could not supply these
parts or service them till the US
sanctions were lifted. This had left
a large number of "scrvo packs"
and "gear boxes" of Seaking heli-
copters lying unserviced in Britain
duc to lack of US spares.

While the Navy was facing a sim-
ilar problem of spare parts for its
Sea Harrier jump jet fighters, the
matter was apparently resolved
with  Hindustan  Acronautics

Plupnimeting arms export market
&/may have led to the decision

Limited (HAL) being able to man- -

ufacturc these pans indigenously.

The Seaking fleet, on the other
hand, has becn hamstrung and was
operating at uround 25 per cent of
its capability with severe flying
restrictions for the past two years.
The Navy has around three
squadrons of Seaking 42-B heli-
copters, which along with Sca
Harrier fighters, form the back-
bone of India's forces.

With the arms export market
plummbeting down by 30 per cent
last year, it seems the US, perhaps

‘News Analysis

after weighing the commercial
benefits and pleas of the British
aircraft industry, had little option
but to relax the ban.

Another significant factor that
may have contributed to the lifting
of the ban is Rs 6,000 crore Hawk
AJT deal, which is currently being
negotiated by India with British
Acrospace, and the possible pur-
chase of US passenger jets for
India's civil aviation scctor.

However, the Navy
Headquarters heaved a sigh of

relicf after media reports from
Washington indicated that the
Bush administration had relaxed
the ban on sale of helicopter
spares by Britain to India even if
they contained parts of US origin.

Indian Navy had been taking up
the matter of Scaking spare parts
with Britain and the US, directly
and through diplomatic channels.

During the Indo-UK Detence
Consultative Committee group
meeting last August, the then
Defence Secretary T R Prasad had
brought up the Seaking issue. The
Indian delegation had made it
clear to Britain that New Delhi
could only think in terms of Hawk
advanced jet trainer for its air
force if continued product support
was guaranteed.

The defence ministry and the
Navy also took up this issue during
the visit of Admiral Dennis Blair,
Commander-in-Chief, US Pacific
Command, to India last year. -

The US Commander was told to
lift the ban on supply of US heli-
copter spares by Britain to India in
no uncertain terms, It is lcarnt that
Admiral Blair had promised the
defence ministry that he would
convey New Delhi's message to his

superiors in Washington/
]
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US must accept India’s nuclear status|

Ashok Easwaran in Chicago .\é(\/\

that the United States shounld accept

India’s position as a nuclear power not
only because it is a fait accompli, but also
because it is in the interests of maintaining sta-
bility in the South Asian region.

"If the United States’ overriding interest is in
stebility in South Asia. then it must accept India
as a nuclear power. It is also very important for
the US to advocate that India get a permanent
seat in the United Nations Security Council,”
said Richard Frie¢man, president and chairman
of the National Strategy Forum (NSF) here.

"The time is ripe for an enhancement in Indo-
US relations. But it will probably take another
decade for a so-called alliance to emerge,"
Friedman said at the NSF seminar titled 'India

TWO AMERICAN experts have sugges

" \h the Z1st century’ organised by the Consulate-
General of India and the Kellogg Graduate
ted \School of
University.

Friedman predicted that under President
George W. Bush, Indo-US relations would

Management, Northwestern

improve, although it would take time. "No polit-
ical scar tissue remains from the days of the
Cold War," he said, adding that thrce factors
would hasten the process of better relations ~
democracy in India, India's burgeoning interna-
tional trade and its "staggering demographics”
which made it "immensely attractive to US
industry." .

#

rug HINDUSTAN Ti

L

% India will respond in kind," he added. (IANS

John Mearsheimer, Wendell Harrison distin-
guished service protessor at the University of
Chicago, said: "India will not only keep its
nuclear arsenal” despite world opposition, "but
it is likely to grow in time.” He said India lived
in a "dangerous neighborhood," adding "nuclear
weapons are a wonderful deterrent. The threat
of incineration tends to make the attacker
extremely cautious."

"There is a certain measure of hypocrisy in the |
US attitude towards nuclear weapons. Nobody
else is getting rid of them and there is no evi-
dence that the US will get rid of its nuclear
weapons,” Mearsheimer said, while warning
that Bush's National Missile Defence would
provoke China into increasing its nuclear arse-
nal as a counter measure. "If there is an emerg- |
ing superpower, it is the Chinese. Naturall)}z,/}
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami '

[ NEW YORK, FEB. 1. In expressing deep sorrow and an-

guish over the recent earthquake in Gujarat, leading
members of the United States Congress are now ex-
ploring the possibility of boosting assistance for
funding the reconstruction process in India.

The Chairman of the House International Rela-
tions Committee, Mr.Henry Hyde, and the Ranking
Democrat, Mr. Tom Lantos, have written to the Pres-
ident, Mr. George W Bush, urging him to immediate-
ly dispatch a high-level delegation to survey first
hand the extent of the damage and have also called
on the President to come up with a substantial pack-
age of assistance to the victims. A move is also on in

Capitol Hill to call for the hftmg of sanctions against
India. 4‘;
t

I am going to prlore the posublh es of assisting
India with emergency financial aid to the tune of
$100 million for the reconstruction of Gujarat. T will
begin consultations with my colleagues to see how
this could be accomplished,” the Democratic Con-
gressman from New York, Mr. Gary Ackerman has
said. mZ/

Mr. Ackerman, who was the floo nager in the
House of Representatives during the debate on the
Gujarat earthquake on Wednesday, referred to the
fact that tens of thousands of people have died and
that property damage is now put at over $5 billions.
Asserting that the destruction was on a “staggering
scale,”” Mr. Ackerman remarked, “Mere numbers
cannot capture the extent of the devastation, nor the
horror at the loss of live and loved ones.”

A bipartisan Resolution in the House expressing
sympathy for the victims and banking for the ongo-
ing relief was passed with overwhelming support.
“The physical destruction of Gujarat will not be
erased for many years and the psychological scars
may never be eliminated.

It is in this time of tragedy that we must stand by
aur friend India, and the Indian people and offer all
~e can to aid their efforts,” said Mr. Jim McDermott,
1 Democrat from the State of Washington and one of

T

_~U.S. considering more aid

the co- sponsors of the Resolution. A similar Resolu-
tion in the Senate is expected to be passed shortly.

Carey Foundation pledges $1 million

In what is the largest private sector commitment
thus far for relief assistance to the Gujarat earth-
quake, the W. P. Carey Foundation has pledged $1
million. At a press conference here, Mr. William Polk
Carey, Chairman of W. P. Carey and Co. LLC, hand-
ed over the cheque to the Permanent Representative
of India to the United Nations, Mr. Kamalesh Shar-
ma. Pending approval, the pledged funds are to be
committed to various organisations including the
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.

The Chairman of the Foundation, Mr. Carey,
spoke of his long interaction with India dating back
to 1960 and hoped that larger foundations would
come forward with such assistance. The long-term
benefits to the U.S. were enormous, he said. In the
Foundation’s view, the U.S. as the world’s most vo-
cal democracy must make strides to further streng-
then its ties with India.

“When we visited India last November we were
most impressed with the entrepreneurial spirit of its
people and the untapped opportunities to provide
long-term financing to Indian businesses. In the
light of the horrific recent developments in the
country however, we have decided to get involved in
the relief effort. It is my sincere hope that other
philanthropic institutions will also lend support and
help ease the suffering of this earthquake’s victims”,
Mr. Carey said.

Asked where he would want the funds to be ear-
marked, Mr. Carey said India’s needs at this stage
were enormous and rebuilding would be costly.
“Money can't turn the clock back. It can be moder-
ately helpful”’.

“While the W.P. Carey Foundation has pledged
funds for immediate relief, W. P. Carey International
LLC maintains its plans to pursue long-term financ-
ing for Indian businesses and to invest in the eco-
nomic infrastructure#nd future of India,” a press
release said.
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US Congress asks Bush to ste

S.Rajagopalan
Washington, February 1

IN A strong show of empathy for
quake-hit Gujarat, the US
Congress has urged the Bush
administration to substantially step
up its $ S million aid package. The
bipartisan resolution was carried
by 406 votes to one.

Even as the Congress expressed
its solidarity with India, a New
York-based private foundation,
WP.Carey, pledged a § 1 million
assistance. Possibly the biggest
offer of its kind by a private ven-
ture, the foundation said its assis-
tance will be channelised through
the Prime Minister's relief fund
and several other organisations.

On Capitol Hill, India Caucus
‘0-chairmen Jim McDermott and

‘d Royce spearheaded the mobili-
ation effort in the House of
lepresentatives. In the Senate,

1 Brownback and Robert

icelli, moving the resolution,

made out a case for military logis-
tical support as well to meet the
Gu]arat tragedy. "It is with a heavy
heart that my
colleagues and I
have introduced

gin \have displayed strength
courage and determination in the
aftermath of the earthquake". The
House of
Representatives
voted the resolu-

this bill," said
McDermott.
“The  physical
destruction in
Gujarat will not
be erased for
many years, and
the psychological
scars may never
be eliminated. It
is in this time of
tragedy that we
must stand by
our friend India,
and the Indian
people and offer
all we can to aid
their efforts."

Bush calls PM

US PRESIDENT George W Bush
has offered aid to India for
quake victims during a tele-
phonio conversation with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
White House sources said on
Thursday. Mr Vajpayee has
accepted the offer. The US had
so far sanctioned $ 5 million,
of which $ 2 million had been
spent. Mr Bush called up Mr
Vajpayee on Tuesday and told
him during the five-minute con-
versation that "this is the least
a friend can do for a friend in
need."

(PTI)

tion 406 votes to
one, the lone dis-
senter being Ron
Paul, a
Republican from
Texas.

In a separate
communication
to President
Bush, House
International
Relations
Committee chair-
man Henry J.
Hyde and rank-
ing member Tom
Lantos said the
US should pro-

The resolution expressed "the
sense of Congress that the people
of India and people of Indian ori-

v

vide "a substantial package of assis-
tance" to India which has mounted
a "heroic effort”.

p up aid

While commending the Bush
Administration for the initial aid
package of $ 5 million, they said:
"We believe the humanitarian and
economic devastation in Gujarat
will require much more."

Former co-chairman of India
Caucus Gary Ackerman said: "We
have to help our friends in tRe
tough task of reconstruction 6\\
Gujarat. It is a challenge and, I am
confident, it can be met. And the
United States must show the way."

Estimating the damage to prop-
erty at over $ 5 billion, Ackerman
said he would hold consultations
with colleagues to explore the pos-
sibility of assisting India with
emergency financial aid to the tune
of $100 million for the reconstrue-
tion. The WP.Carey Foundation, »

announcing its $ 1 million assis-"{.

tance, said it has taken the action
"to relieve the suffering of victims
anhd to encourage other charitable
institutions to make similar or
large contributions”.

=

THE HINDUSTAM 1T

-




By Sridhar Krishnpswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 25. Following up
on what he said at the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee last
week, the U.S. Secretary of State,
Gen. Colin Powell, has asked his
assistants in the State Depart-
ment to look at the range of sanc-
tions imposed on other countries
and possibly reconsider some of
the measures.

At the same time, his deputies
have been instructed to find ways
of re-invigorating the sanctions
against Iraq. The Bureau of Near-
Eastern Affairs will be in charge of
this review. During the presi-
dential election campaign, the
Republicans promised the electo-
rate that they would take a fresh
look at Iraq against the backdrop
of the sanctions regime falling
apart, with several nations taking
their own initiatives beyond what
had been outlined in United Na-
tions Security Council resolu-
tions.

Gen. Powell “has asked various

w ' Powell to revi

people in this building to look at
the issue of sanctions in Iraq and
come up with ideas about how he
might achieve his goals of re-en-
ergising them. There is no ques-
tion in his mind about the need
for the international sanctions to
be maintained and re-energised
so that Iraq can't reconstitute its
threat to the region”, said the
State Department spokesman,
Mr. Richard Boucher.

The Secretary of State has, how-
ever, set no timeframe for the re-
view and it is also not clear
whether this is a formal process
that would require the setting up
of special committees. At the time
of his Senate hearing, he made a
pointed reference to his wanting
to review the sanctions but did
not give any commitment.

Gen. Powell said he had “bat-
talions of lawyers and experts and
analysts” who wanted to be in-
volved in regional strategies rath-
er than writing reports about
which country should be certified

e%anCtiOHS Yo Uy

or not. In fact, when he was spe-
cifically asked about the prospec-
ts of removing the existing
sanctions against India, Gen. Po-
well said he would review *...all of
these sanctions,including those
with respect to India, to see if this
is the time to move forward to re-
move the remaining sanctions
that are in place. But I am notin a
position to make that commit-
ment now".

Whether it is a question of
tightening the sanctions agaiust
Iraq or removing the punitive
measures against many other
countries including India, the
Secretary of State has -said the
Bush administration could only
ask Congress for their repeal for,
many of the punitive measures
have been mandated by the legis-
lature.

“The sanctions just keep com-
ing. I think I had seen abeut half a
dozen new ones even before 1
took office in the last couple of
weeks”, Gen. Powell remarked.
The sanctions should be only one

THE HINC

26 JAN 200

of the tools available to the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of State
while talking about a range of is-
sues with another country.

Meets Chinese envoy

Gen. Powell also met the out-
going Chinese Ambassador to the
U.S. — first such meeting with a
foreign envoy.

According to the State Depart-
ment spokesman, Gen. Powell
told Mr. Li Zhaoxing, that China
must be more tolerant of the Fa-
lun Gong and respect the law in
the context of its actions against
the banned spiritual group.

During the 30-minute farewell
call by Mr. Li, the Secretary of
State, it is said, went through
some of the things he told the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee — that Washington did not
see Beijing as an “inevitable foe”
and that while there could be
cooperation in some areas there
would be differences as well. "



handra: Indo-US ties will

remain buoyant under Bush

HT Correspondent
Washington, January 23

W g A\ \

NDIAN AMBASSADOR Naresh Char:\{ra has
expressed his confidence that Indo-US relations,
which witnessed a dramatic turnaround during the
ast one year of Clinton presidency, would continue to
prosper under the Bush administration. Mr Chandra,
who will soon be

with the "non-proliteration goals which the US and
other powers have set for themselves”, yet New Delhi
and Washington have been able to fashion a complete
turnaround in their relations. Mr Chandra said he had
been "amazed" by this development.

Meanwhile, Congressman Steeve Rothman called
upon the Bush administration to further strengthen
the US ties with India which has been serving as an
important symbol
of freedom and a

completing his
tenure here, told
the American
University here on
Monday: "With the
momentum  that
was imparted in the
Year 2000, there is
every reason  to
believe the new
administration will
carry on the same

Prez bars overseas abortion funds

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush strode into a political minefield
on just his second full day in office by reimposing a ban on federal
funds for overseas family-planning groups that support abortion. "It
is my coriviction that taxpayer funds should not be used to pay for
abortions or advocate or actively promote abortion, either here or
abroad,” he said in his executive order on Monday. The restriction
aims to prevent overseas groups that accept federal aid from using
their own resources to do the surgery, lobby foreign governments to
ease access to aboertion, or advocate. the procedure in family plan-

role model for
other countries in
democratic gover-
nance.

"The United
States must
enhance its alliance
with India. As the
world's most popu-
lous  democracy,
India serves as an

ning.

AFP, Washington

program.”

Speaking on "Indo-US relations in the 21st Century",
Chandra gave much of the credit for the current buoy-
ancy in ties to the Indian-American community that
has carved a niche for itself in the US high-tech sector.

While reviewing the progress of relations from a
phase of estrangement to one of engagement, the
Ambassudor mentioned that defence remained the
only area where differences remained to be recon-
ciled. India's defence programme may have conflicted

- important symbol
of the freedoms that we cherish in the United States,”
said Mr Rothman.

Meanwhile, Rothman has announced that he will
proudly renew his membership in the Congressional
Caucus on India for the 107th Congress that has just
convened. Rothman, who represents New Jersey's 9th
District, said he believes membership in the India
Caucus is vital to help him best represent Northern New
Jersey's "large and active Indian American community.”
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Celeste eff ort s1gna Dabhol Il revival

Girish Kuber
MUMBAI 23 JANUARY ‘V

THE STAGE appears to have

been set for the renegotiation
of the Enron’s Phase I1.

That was the signal emanating
from the meeting Richard Celeste
had with the chief minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh, after which
the US ambassador dubbed the
government’s move to appoint the
expert committee to review the
project as “the positive move”.

“The Celeste-Deshmukh tete-
a-tete seems to signal a rapproche-
ment,” said the top government
official.

Though Mr Celeste was osten-
sibly leading the nine-member
delegation to discuss the “invest-
ment opportunities in
Maharashtra”, according to highly
placed sources, the meeting
revolved around Enron.

“Every crisis is an opportuni-
ty,” said Mr Celeste about the cur-

I,

Celeste: Tough mission

rent row over the high tariffs
being charged by the Enron pro-
moted Dabhol Power Company
(DPC) and expressed confidence
that the outcome will be “posi-
tive”.

Mr Celeste welcomed the
move by the state government to

appomt an expert committee to
tudy the DPC dynamics. “It is
ertainly a more positive step than
crappmg the project,” Mr Celeste

“The government should
speed up the process of the com-
mittee formation and it should be
given a fixed time-frame to submit
the report,” said Mr Celeste. He
added: “The whole world is watch-
ing the developments in
Maharashtra.”

He explamed the repercus-
sions the scrapping of the prolect
could have on Indo-US relations.

“The scraping will have wide
implications as a number of
bankers, financial institutions, and
companies like GE are involved in
the project,” Mr Celeste informed
the meet.

“We certainly want to lighten
the burden that DPC has been
putting on the state’s resources.
We are in touch with the Union

government in this regard and
after our proposed committee’s
report we will come out with a for-
mal proposal,” chief minister

. Vilasrao Deshmukh informed the
ambassador.
“The cash-strapped

Maharashtra State Electricity
Board (MSEB) has been left high
and dry. DPC’s burden has to be
shared with others,” said Mr
Deshmukh.

“Energy distribution compa-
nies are facing more and more
problems as the price of power is
rising and consumers are not will-
ing to pay the high cost of power.
It is the trend all over
the world. Even in US some states
are facing the similar crisis,” the
meeting was informed by the state
government officials.

“This meeting bhas certainly
help create an atmosphere for
renegotiation,” said one of the offi-

cial present during the meeting./
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Clinton lauds .
PM’s J&K"’i;‘m

o
peace efforts

BEFORIZ HE left the White
House on Saturday, former US
Presidentt Bill Clinton applauded
Prime  Minister Atal Bibari
Vajpayec. for his perseverance,
despite setbacks, in efforts to
"achieve peace in Kashmir."

In a lestter to Vajpayee this week,
Clinton described his India visit as
“memorable” and Prime Minister
Vajpayce's Washington trip in
September as " turning points” in
Indo-1] S relationship.

Clint:on said forging of a "new
relaticonship" between the two
countiies was one of the achieve-
ments; that he was most proud of.

He spoke of his admiration for
the Prime Minister in "tackling the
econcimic and political challenges”
facec! by India.

Clititon then went on to wish the
Prime Minister well in his quest for
"peauce in South Asia" and for "bet-
ter life" for the Indians.

HTC, New Dethi P
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. The U.S. Presi-
dent-elect, Mr. George W. Bush,
has described America’s friend-
ship with India as “one of the
most exciting and promising re-
lationships.”

Responding to the President,
Mr. K. R, Narayanan’'s congrat-
ulatory letter on his election as
the U.S. President, Mr. Bush
wrote, “1 am henoured by the
choice of the American people
and grateful for the opportunity
to work with leaders such as you.
During the campaign, 1 stressed
that America’s friendship with
India is one of the most exciting
and promising relationships. I
look forward to working with you
to strengthen relations between
our two nations.”

Mr. Narayanan had said, “as

e

- o+ Indo-U.S. ties
exciting: Bush

two great democracies of the
world, India and America share
common ideals, values and aspi-
rations and we entertain a new
vision of partnership and friend-
ly cooperation. I am confident
that under your Presidency, the
relationship between our two
countries will acquire a new
depth and vigour.”

In his reply, Mr. Bush wrote,
“we will undoubtedly face a
number of challenges in the
years ahead. I am confident that
with a spirit of mutual respect,
cooperation and open dialogue,
we can successfully meet these
challenges. The future also pre-
sents enormous opportunities.
Together we can use these op-
portunities to advance the peace,

freedom and prosperity of our
peoples.'/p
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U.S. hints

WASHINGTON: The incoming
Bush administra-
tion has given
enough indica-
tions that it might
review and lift the
post-Pokhran
anctions  im-
posed on India.
' Addressing the
Senate foreign re-
Colin Powell  15¢ions comr%rilttee
during his confirmation hearing on
Wednesday, U.S. Secretary of State-
designate Colin Powell said he
would see whether it was gme to
move forward to remove all the re-
maining sanctions against India and
consult his colleagues on the issue.

Describing India as a _country
that would emerge as the most
powerful and populous, he said,
“We should engage more broadly
with India, do what we can to re-
strain their nuclear programme and
also help them with economic de-
velopment.”

Mr Powell, the first Black Ameri-
can to be nominated secretary of
state, said the Bush administration
should deal more wisely with India
keeping in view its vast potential in
the Indian Ocean and its periphery.

“India is a country that should
grow more and more focussed in
the lens of our foreign policy. We
need to work harder and more con-
sistently with India ... while not ne-
glecting our friends in Pakistan””
he said.

Regretting the trigger-happy atti-
tude of Congress members where
sanctions were concerned, he said
there were t00 many embargoes
agaiust too many countries and
pledged to review all of them.

Every sanction must have a “sun-
set clause” at the end of which it
should automatically cease to be in

Lkt

sanctions on

Indi
force or be reﬁewed, he said.

Mr Powell also indicated that the
CTBT would not be brought up in
the next session of the Congress.

On Bush administration’s policy
towards China, he said, “A strategic
partner China is not. But neither is
China our inevitable and implaca-
ble foe... China is a competitor and
a potential regional rival as also a
trading partner willing to cooperate .
in areas such as Korea where our
strategic interests overlap. China is
all of these things; but China is not
an enemy and our challenge is to
keep it that way.”

Significantly, the outgoing presi-
dent, Bill Clinton, had hailed China
as a “strategic partner” who played
a“positive role” in South Asia.

Referring to Taiwan and the one-
China policy, he said the U.S. had
long acknowledged that there was
only one China. “In that respect
Taiwan is a part of China, How the
People’s Republic of China and
Taiwan resolve the differences in.
interpretation of that view is up to-
them; so long as military force is not
one of the methods used,” Mr Pow-
ell said.

He also indicated the U.S. nation-
al missile defence shield would not
be shelved despite opposition from
China and Russia.

He said Russia stood to gain
enormous benefits from its rela-
tionship with the U.S. and with the
West in general. “But that relation-
ship can only be strong and success-
ful if Russia does what it needs to
do... like getting on with reforms,
rooting out corruption, halting pro-
liferation of missile technology and
nuclear materials... and, in general,
living up to the obligations it has in-
curred as the newest democracy
with world power credentials,” Mr

Powell said. ;e1p P
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_New US regime sees"

Delhias p

FROMK.PNAYAR \

Washington, Jan. 18: In his first
official statement after being des-
ignated US secretary of state, Gen-
eral Colin Powell yesterday stopp-
ed short of a commitment to lift sa-
nctions on India, but promised to
review all of them on taking office.

But more significantly, he en-
visaged a peace-keeping role for
New Delhi in the Indian Ocean re-
gioneven as it was made clear that
the Bush administration would
not ignore “our friends” in Pak-
istan.

Appearmg on the opening day
of his two-day confirmation hear-
ings before the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, Powell desc-
ribed India as “a country that sho-
uld grow more and more focussed
in the lens of our foreign policy”,

In a 24-page written deposition

* before the committee, he said:

“We must deal more wisely with
the world’s largest democracy. So-
on to be the most populous count-
ry in the world, India has the pote-
ntial to help keep the peace in the
vast Indian Ocean area and its pe-
riphery. We need to work harder
and more consistently to assist In-
dia in this endeavour, while not

" neglecting our friends in Pakis-

tan”.
He continued: “As you know,

A\

this i 1s a delicate process in the
midst of what by any accurate ac-
count would be labelled an arms
race between these two countries.

Recently, however, there have
been encouraging signs, includ-
ing India’s extended moratorium
on operations in Kashmir and
Pakistan’s restraint along the line
of control”.

On the prickly issue of the nu-
clearisation of South Asia, Powell
said: “We have to do what we can
to constrain their nuclear pro-
gramme at this time. We have to
help them with economic develop-
ment so they can handle this in-
creased population.”

The secretary of state- d951g
nate said the Bush administration
did not plan to send the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
back to the Senate for ratification.
But nor did the US plan any more
nuciear tests.

Typically for someone who
served in several Republican ad-
ministrations during the Cold
War, Powell said: “During the
Cold War period and even when 1
was chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff (we) didn’t have to think
much about India. They were
somewheve else, trapped in anoth-
er kind of world to us...But now
it's all opened up and it is the soon-
to-be largest country by popula-

eacekeeper

tion on the face of the earth, and 1t
is a powerful country and itisa
nuclear-armed country.”

The retired general’'s com-
ments on the sanctions did not
come voluntarily, but in reply to
questions by Senator Sam Brown.
back, who has been vxgorously
campaigning on Capitol Hill for &,
repeal of the restrictions imposed-
after the nuclear tests in May 1998..

“W1th respect to the sanc-
tions,” Powell said, “I've discov-
ered one thing over the last sever~
al weeks as I've prepared for this
job, is that there is a wide range of
sanctions and certifications and-
various constraints. And what I'm”
really going to have to do before 1.
answer your question directly is*
to get into office and, with my "
other colleagues in the adminis-
tration, review all of these sanc-
tions”.

He remarked that “I certainly
agree with you (Brownback) that
India has to be a high priority for
foreign policy activities of the
US”. The promised review, he
said, would enable the incoming
administration to detetmine
“whether this is the time to move
forward and remove the remain-

Aing sanctions that are in place..

especially with respect to India.
Butlamnotina posmon to make
that commitment now”.
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US investments'in State’"

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 12

- WHILE INDO-US relations have
moved from paranoia to partner-
ship in the last three years, bandhs
and a less than robust work culture
in West Bengal have made it an
unattractive investment destina-
tion, said ambassador of USA to
India Richard F Celeste here
today. He even chided the state’s
politicians for their role in this.

On a farewell visit to the city
before he ends his stint as the US
ambassador, Celeste also said that
pressures within the governing
coalition and outside it have
slowed the reform agenda, causing
investors in the US to tread cau-
tiously when considering India as
an investment destination.

He was speaking at a meeting
jointly organised by West Bengal
Federation of United Nations
Associations and Commonwealth
Parliament Association.

Briefing on the areas of partner-
ship between the two countries as
also the problem areas, the most
important being nuclear prolifera-
tion, he said that “The new admin-
istration will have to decide early
on whether to maintain the current
sanctions or to adopt a new
approach.”

Recalling mistakes of the past, he
said that “For most part following

India’s independence, its leaders
were apt to assume that whatever
was good for the US was necessar-
ily bad for India while we on our
part viewed India largely through
the prism of our strategic align-
ment with Pakistan.”

He added that things changed
from mid 1997 when then Prime

Minister LK. Gujral extended an
invitation to President Clinton to
visit  India. The  Clinton
Administration also formally
adopted a new policy framework
for India, aimed at broadening and
deepening bilateral relations.

The ambassador reflected how
three years ago, when he took up
ambassadorship, the mission state-
ment was “to exercise leadership in
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promoting the interests of the US
and its citizens in India...” He
added that in early October 2000,
in the post-visits era, it was revised
to read “we seek to strengthen
mutual understanding and to build
a dynamic partnership for the 21st
century”.

“Perhaps the most dramatic indi-
cator of the positive trend in Indo-
US bilateral relations is evident
every day in the lines of visa appli-
cants at each of our consulates. By
2003, the number of such appli-
cants will reach one mﬂhon, he
said.

The ambassador denied that his
country had ever tried to promote
one political party over another.
“We need to show, respect towards
each other’s systems,” he said.

The ambassador pointed out that
the fruits of economic liberaliza-
tion have not flowed to West
Bengal. “Just last week a trade del-
egation came to Calcutta, but on
the day of the visit, the city came
to a standstill because of the
bandh.

He also recalled his association
with the city. During his first visit
here in 1963, “I went to the
Presidency College and got into a
debate with the president of the
left teaning students’ wing,

“We are still friends, I have even
hosted him at my house in US,”
he said.
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HE CRITICAL mass for a promis-

ing dynamic on the India-U.S.

diplomatic front may have been

attained. This is the broad consen-
sus among those monitoring the ‘caul-
dron’ of difficult India-U.S. interactions.
However, it is not a certainty at this stage
that the promise of a more accommoda-
tive bilateral relationship will be fully and
quickly realised. It is a simple truism that
the new course of the bilateral dialogue
will be determined in the short term by the
political will and diplomatic skill of the in-
coming Bush administration in Washing-
ton for striking a rapport with New Dethi.

The outgoing U.S. Ambassador to india,
Mr. Richard Celeste, has identified a signif-
icant irony which seems to have made a
positive difference to the bilateral relation-
ship. Paraphrased, the paradox, which he
outlined during the ‘Abraham Lincoin Lec-
ture’ he delivered in Chennai recently, can
be set out as follows. New Delhi's action in
1998 of proving its political will and tech-
nological ability to make nuclear weapons,
besides the “transparency’’ which began
to impinge on the turbulent India- U.S.
ties during the Kargil crisis of 1999, helped
transform the bilateral equation gradually
from one of “paranoia” about each other’s
intentions to that of a “partnership”. In-
dia’s atomic-weapon testing had been
frowned upon by the U.S. in 1998. But New
Delhi, wary by 1999 of the perceived possi-
bility of nuclear brinkmanship by Pakis-
tan, was satisfied that Washington played
its superpower card and persuaded Isla-
mabad to call off its Kargil adventure.

Now, there is no need for a mispercep-
tion that the U.S. may acknowledge India
as a deserving member of the so-called
Nuclear Club. Washington remains unim-
pressed that India can somehow claim to
be in a league of its own and make the
atom bomb while other major states such
as Japan and Germany, possessing the ca-
pabilities to produce weapons of mass de-
struction, have observed a conspicuous
restraint. Not considered relevant to this
reasoning is the political factor that Japan
and Germany were on the losing side in
World War 11, which itself was brought to a
conclusion by the conscious use of two
atom bombs by the U.S., the only state
with such an arsenal at that time. It is an
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altogether different aspect of international
diplomatic discourse whether the unfold-
ing post-Cold War realities of today may at
some stage impel another round of ‘nucle-
arisation’ in one geopolitical theatre or the
other around the world. Nonetheless, di-
rectly relevant to the evolving U.S.-India
equation is of course the ‘nuclearisation’
that occurred in South Asia in the late
1990s even as Islamabad hurried to try and
match New Delhi.

The official U.S. view is that its own in-
tensive dialogue with India since 1998 on
the latter’s nuclear security doctrine and
related issues has contributed to a certain
degree of comfort level in their bilateral

down India on his radar screen|as soon as
possible. On current political| form, Mr.
Bush is not likely to wish away] his dream
of fabricating a ‘Star Wars- style’ national
missile defence shield (NMD) to insulate
the U.S. from the presumptive nuclear
strikes by ‘rogue states’ or even terrorist

‘groups in a new ‘future shock’ scenario. In

seeking to do so, Mr. Bush will doubtless
scan the entire global arena consisting of
legitimate state-players, including India,
with nuclear capabilities. In fact, Russia
and China have already begun to suspect
that the NMD-idea is the unsubtle U.S.’
smokescreen to become a ‘super-nuclear-
power’, if that be possible. These suspi-

Given Mr. George Bush’s current foreign policy
predilections, he can be expected to let India
and Pakistan engage in “minilateral diplomacy”
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over Kashmir.

diplomacy. The same cannot obviously be
said of U.S.-Pakistan ties, if only because
their initial conversations on Islamabad’s
nuclear profile did not produce a sustain-
able chain-reaction of ideas. It is indeed
possible to trace the reason for that stale-
mate to Pakistan’s consistent argument
that the onus rests almost entirely with In-
dia to transform the South Asian ‘tinder
box’ into a sanctuary of peace.

In any case, the U.S. is no less congni-
sant of China’s perceivable role in Pakis-
tan’s ‘nuclearisation’ as also its ballistic
missile development programmes. Viewed
in this perspective, the China factor in the
Indian nuclear security calculus is central
to the strategic dialogue between Wash-
ington and New Delhi. It is not clear at this
moment whether the next U.S. President,
Mr. George Bush, will be inclined to scale
down or sustain or perhaps enlarge the
outgoing Clinton administration’s conver-
sations with New Delhi on the nuclear and
other collateral issues of inevitable con-
cern to Washington.

Despite being counselled by two experts
with no previously intimate knowledge of
the southern and eastern flanks of Asia,
namely Gen. Colin Powell and Ms. Condo-
leezza Rice, Mr. Bush is expected to track

cions define the current opposition by
China and Russia to the initial U.S. pro-
posals about a possible canopy of hyper-
tech protection against intercontinental
missiles. It is therefore logical that a move
by Mr. Bush to build the NMD might pro-
voke Russia and China, and this in turn
will set a Beijing-wary India thinking. It is
in this sense that New Delhi can figure in
Mr. Bush’s strategic thought-capsule. The
reasoning holds good even if his prospec-
tive administration were to move cau-
tiously in regard to the unfinished
American ratification of the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). The conven-
tional wisdom is that a soft treading by Mr.
Bush in this terrain should suit India in the
short term. 1t is possible that Mr. Bush will
consider it necessary to engage India over
the present American policy, which may
not be easy to reverse, concerning the
stated need to bring about a global mora-
torium on the production of weapons-
grade fissile materials.

China and Pakistan have often been cit-
ed by India in its quest for nuclear security.
In many ways, China had moved to the
centre-stage of America’s strategic and
conventional diplomacy in recent years,
causing qualitatively differing concerns in

U.S.-India equation

By P. S. Suryanarayana \ \

Tokyo and New Dethi. A poser for Mr.
Bush will be whether he should, in pursuit
of U.S. national interests (his stated for-
eign policy dictum), view India as a pos-
sible friend in containing China, should
the need arise. Mr. Bush has so far let an
impression gain currency that he may not
regard as a prime foreign policy crusade
such a qualitative agenda as extending the
frontiers of democracy and expanding the
scope of human rights across the world.
Should he stay the course on this score,
India may find itself slightly marginalised
in his reckoning.

However, India is apt to be conspicuous
in the South Asian regional security para-
digm as might be micro-studied even if
Mr. Bush, for some reason, chooses a di-
plomacy of political remote-sensing in re-
gard to far-flung areas of the world
(although he certainly is no isolationist).
As Richard W. Baker, a U.S. security fore-
caster, pointed out, “minilateral diploma-
cy” is being increasingly preferred by
Washington to address some crucial re-
gional problems. The idea is that the coun-
tries most directly concerned with
security-related crises in each specific re-
gion can perhaps be left to solve these by
themselves. To this extent, multilateral di-
plomacy or even external mediation could
be considered as supplementary, if not al-
so secondary, means to resolve regional
crises. Given Mr. Bush's current foreign
policy predilections, he can be expected to
let India and Pakistan engage in “minilat-
eral diplomacy” over Kashmir. Unrelated
to this, Mr. Celeste, who seems to have
played a role behind the scenes in the
much-publicised rediscovery of India by
the outgoing U.S. President, recently as-
serted in response to a question at a public
forum in Chennai that his country was not
in the business of redrawing the map in
South Asia.

Strategic and political concerns will be
the hard stuff of the U.S.-India engage-
ment. However, the new avenues for bilat-
eral economic linkages and the changing
perceptions of the two on global financial
and trade issues will be no less important
as and when Mr. Bush decides to zero in
his attention on the India-U.S. Vision
Statement.
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By R. BHAGWAN SINGH‘
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Chennai, Jan. 5: The US'ambassadof to
India, Mr Richard F. Celeste, on Friday cau-
tioned that the tension between India and
Pakistan had been “especially high” since
the Kargil war and expressed hope that con-
ditions would improve permitting India to
resume a dialogue with Pakistan as per the
Lahore Declaration.

Reiterating the US stand that India and
Pakistan should sort out their differences
mutually and without outside interference,
Mr Celeste pointed out that US President
Bill Clinton, during his visit to the subconti-
nent, had pleaded for respect for the Line of
Control, reduced violence and renewed dia-
legue.

for Ind%Pak dialogue: Celeste

“That is why we applaud Prime Mmlst

Atal Behari Vajpayee’s Ramzan ceasefire'

offer ‘and its extension announced last
month. That is why we are encouraged by
steps taken on both sides to reduce violence.
That is why we respect the government’s
efforts to engage in substantive talks with a
wide range of leaders in Kashmir. That is
why we hope that conditions will permit
India to resume a dialogue with Pakistan that
was envisioned in the Lahore Declaration,”
the US ambassador said, during the Abra-
ham Lincoln Memorial Lecture for the Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce hete.
Denying the suggestion that the US failed
to acknowledge Kashmir as an integral part
of India, Mr Celeste said the Indian govern-
ment should hold direct talks with the people

of Kashmir on all issues relating to them.
Similarly, a direct dialogue must be attempt-
ed with Pakistan on Indo-Pakistan issues. “It
is not our business to draw new boundaries
for India.”

The US ambassador added: “For most of
the first 50 years following India’s Indepen-
dence, India’s leaders were correct to
assume that whatever was good for the US
was necessarily bad for India. For our part,
we viewed India largely through the prism
of our strategic alignment with Pakistan.”

The end of the Cold War and the near
simultaneous opening up of India’s econo-
my began to change perceptions on both
sides. But it was not until mid-1997 that the
Clinton administration finally adopted a new
policy framework for India, “aimed at

ing to the CBI sources.

accused.

ed in the matter.

PR()TEST Ka§hm1r| protesters run for cover amid teargas smoke f'}ed by the pohce durmg a protest

demonstratmn outside J amia Masjid in Srinagar on Friday. (Reuters)

did not come to him.

- can, and does, take pride.

broademng and deepening our bilateral rela-
tionship.”

The most dramatic indicator of the positive
trend in the Indo-US bilateral relationship,
the ambassador noted, was the galloping rise.
in the number of successful visa applicants
from India to visit his country. From
265,000 applicants in 1997, the number had
nearly doubled in 2000. By 2003, the num-
ber will double again to 1 miilion visa appli-
cants every year.

The US consulate in Chennai has issued
more H1-B software visas than any US post
anywhere in the world.

“When Indian-Americans succeed, India
is is the palpa-
ip,” ambassador

ble aspect of the part
Celeste said.

Top J&K official
accused of fraud

By Our CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 5: Jammu and Kashmir government’s principal secre-
tary and former Kandla Port Trust chairman H.K.L. Kadlabju and deputy
chairman of Kandla Port Trust Vipul Mitra allegedly abused ofticial
authority and showed undue favour to Dharati Dredging and Construc-
tion Company in Hyderabad in terms of awarding a contract for dredging
work at Kandla Port in Gandhi Dham in Gujarat during 1998-99, accord-

The contract was allegedly given at an exorbitant rate causing a loss of
Rs 56:95 lakhs to Kandla Port Trust and a corresponding gain to the

Meanwhile, Mr Mitra has said that he was not.involved in the process !
of decision-making at any stage in case pertaining to awarding of a
dredging task to a Hyderabad-based firm. The case is being investigated
by the Central Bureau of Investigation and Mr Kadlabju has been arrest-

Mr Mitra, in a fax message to The Asian Age, claimed that as it is evi-
dent {rom the notings, the file meant for issuing tender papers to the
dredging company had not gone through him. He has added that even in
the second stage when the tender committee was bemg formed. the file

Dukhtaran revolts against Hurriyat’s agenda

By YUSUF JAMEEL

Jammu, Jan. 5: Kashmir’s most vociferous
rightwing women’s  organisation, the
Dukhtaran-e-Millat (Daughters of the Faith),
once a constituent of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence, has risen in revolt against the amalgam
accusing the outfit of allowing itself to
become a tool in the hands of New Delhi.
“India is using them to push its agenda in
Kashmir,” the firebrand leader of the outfit,
Syeda Aasiya Andrabi, said in Srinagar on
Thursday. The veiled Dukhtaran chief told
reporters that the Hurriyat Conference lead-
ers had not.formulated its own agenda for
the proposed Pakistan trip, “but would carry
with them the Indian agenda.” She said the
yimalgam leaders had become the favourites .

of the Centre as well as the Indian media
overnight because they were furthering their
cause.

“They are simply being used by New Delhi
for its so-called peace initiative in Jammu
and Kashmir. The sole 4im of their visit to
Pakistan is to make the mujahideen leaders
respond positively to the Indian ceasefire
declaration;” she said.

Ms Andrabi was sceptical about the Cen-
tre’s sincerity behind the truce and smid:
‘They are not sincere in resolving the Kash-
mir issue. They only want to undo the pres-
sure the mujahideen have built on the securi-
ty forces by carrying out daredevil attacks
deep inside their entrenchments,” she assert-
ed. ,

Even if the Hurriyat Conference succeeded
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furthering the Indian agenda, the amalgam
would not be given any credit for that and

-would not be accepted as the sole represen-

tatives of the Kashmiri people, she cau-
tioned.

The Centre had-already made it clear that it
would be holding discussions with various
pro-India organisations, such as the National
Conterence, simultaneously. “If that hap-
pens, it would just be seen as the worst sell-
out on the part of the Hurriyat Conference,”

- she said.

- She also took a dig at'Hizbul Mujahideen
chief commander (operations) Abdul
Maijeed Dar, accusing him of having sold his
conséience to India.

“Majeed Dar, it seems, has sold his self to
the Indian government,” she alleged irf refer--

GE

ence to the man who had in July last year
declared a unilateral ceasefire. The truce,
however, broke within a fortnight when the
Centre refused to accept the Hizb condition
that Pakistan too should be involved in the
peace talks.

The Dukhtaran chief felt that only the
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba,  Jaish-e-Muhammad
and Al-Badr were contributing “positively”
towards the ongoing jilad in the state.

“In the coming days. the jihad would only
be intensified and these groups would

“declare that jifiad- alone can lead to 4 lasting

solution to the Kashmir issue,” she said.

The Hizb leadership. on the other hand.
was dishing out conflicting statements and
creating confusion in the minds of the peo-
ple, she complamed
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Christian securlty

" STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 3. — The
George W Bush administration
is deeply concerned with the
frequent attacks on Christians
in India.

Mr Arlen Specter, a senior US
Republican Senator and the
first Republican leader to visit
- India after Mr Bush was voted
to power, today expressed
concern over such attacks.

He said the Indian govern-
ment had told him that the
attacks were limited in number
and the Prime Minister had
condemned the attacks. He was
also told about the various
steps taken by the government
to curb these incidents. The
Senator, however, said the
information he gathered from
the government was not satis-
factory enough and he would
look into it further.

The matter also came up for
discussion during his meeting
with the foreign secretary,
Mr Lalit Mansingh, who will
take over as ambassador to
Washington. Mr Specter and

Tr Mansingh held talks on the

ate of Indo-US relations,

Afghanistan and South Asia.

The Senator also met the for-
mer finance minister, Mr Man-
mohan Singh, and another Con-
gress leader, Mr Natwar Singh.

Mr Specter, who is the legis-
lative leader on terrorists, cri-
me and drugs, expressed hope
that the Bush government
would appoint an ambassador
on religious freedom to ensure
religious rights of minorities
across the world.

He said though South Asia
was very much a priority with
Mr Bush, the new adminis-
tration would be initially busy
with budget and other domestic
issues before turning to inter-
national ones like West Asia.

Mr Specter, who will soon
visit Islamabad, said there
wouldn’t be any deviation in

.the new regime’s policy vis-a-

vis India and Pakistan and
that it was seriously concerned
about the relationship between
the two. “We need a strong
India and a democratic
Pakistan”.

On sanctions, he said he
personally held that these
should have been imposed on
China too for aiding Pakistan.
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